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2  Beaded Wheels

Submissions of photographs for this page 
are welcome from Beaded Wheels readers. 
Please send original photographs of historic 
interest with any available information to 
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable. 
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

A picture puzzle from our archive. We 
would be keen to receive any information 
from readers who can identify the location, 
date and purpose of this gathering.

All administration matters should be addressed to 
the NATIONAL OFFICE in the first instance see 
opposite page for details.
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- these details are valid until August 2004
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history, and provide rallying points for the 
constantly increasing band of enthusiasts. It is 
to these people, who appreciate the fascination 
of age, the individuality and the functional 
elegance of vehicles from a bygone era, that 
this magazine is dedicated.

Beaded Wheels – It is a very apt and well-known 
title however readers may wonder at the origin 
of the name. By way of explanation beaded 
edge wheels use beaded edge tyres that are 
kept in place by reinforced rubber beads, which 
fit into the rolled edges of the wheel rim. This 
style of wheel was a distinctive feature of early 
motoring being used on early bicycles, many 
pre-1924 cars and most motorbikes until 1927. 
The VCCNZ adopted the title Beaded Wheels 
for their quarterly club magazine in March 
1955 which was the successor to the monthly 
Guff Sheet.

Copyright Information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced provided that reference is made 
to Beaded Wheels as the source.

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels
Issue 268 June/July 2004

COVER

Bill Shiells begins an indepth look at 
the origins and history of aero engined 
vehicles, page 12.

There’s something for everyone in this 
issue’s  Marketplace column, check out 
this superb  1929 Willys Whippet for 
starters, page 35.

Rather than competing with the tractor 
centenary this year’s Southland Rally 
made the event the focus or the annual 
outing, page 18. 

National President Leigh Craythorne and husband Tony take their 
1952 Austin A40 Sports for a spin during the South Island Easter 
Rally. Insert features Steve & Merle Trott - Hawke’s Bay - 1938 
Auburn

Photo Dennis Le Cren
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president’s message

What a great motoring time Tony 
and I have had over the past 
few weeks. We celebrated Easter 

by taking part in the successful National 
South Island Easter Rally where members 
from all over the country joined Nelson 
Branch who not only hosted the Rally 
on behalf of the Club, but also celebrated 
their 40th anniversary over the weekend. 
Wanganui Branch celebrated their 50th 
anniversary over the same weekend and 
hosted the National North Island Easter 
Rally. Congratulations to both branches 
on your special anniversaries and we thank 
you for organising successful events on 
behalf of us all.

Many branches are celebrating distinc-
tive anniversaries this year – best wishes 
to you all. 

During April, North Otago Branch 
organised a motorcycle rally, the first for 
the branch for many years. Tony and I were 
pleased to join motorcyclists from around 
the South Island who enjoyed the very 
motorable roads around the area surrounding 
the Oamaru district. Thank you North 
Otago Branch for your hospitality.

During the last weekend in April, 
Taranaki Branch held their 39th Maunga 
Moana Rally and Tony and I were 
invited to attend. Maunga Moana means 
“mountain and sea” which was typical of 
Taranaki and the scenery to be viewed 
on the rally route. Over the years, this 
rally has evolved into being held in north, 
central and south Taranaki in sequen-
tial years, so that the whole province 

is covered. This year’s rally start was in 
Hawera and Tony navigated for me as 
we enjoyed motoring Bryan Morris’ 1963 
Austin A/60 – a bit of nostalgia for us as 
it was the same model that Tony owned 
when we met. Thank you Taranaki Branch 
for your warm welcome.

Our membership continues to grow 
and branches are to be commended on 
providing interesting events for their 
members that ensure that all types of 
historic motoring are catered for.

Recently, Rod Brayshaw (National 
Registrar) and I met with policy officials 
and senior advisers from the Land 
Transport Safety Authority and Ministry 
of Transport. Among the items discussed 
was the emissions policy and as reported 
in the last issue of Beaded Wheels, our 
Club has been invited to take part in a 
voluntary evaluation programme that will 
be conducted later this year. The data 
collected from this pilot programme will 
assist in the development of emissions 
screening test procedures and establish 
appropriate in-service emissions perform-
ance standards for the New Zealand 
vehicle fleet. It was gratifying to note 
that in a recent letter from Hon Judith 
Tizard (Associate Minister for Transport) 
addressed to the Club and other enthusiast 
clubs, this meeting was reported and brief 
details of it were given. The letter noted 
that the Associate Minister had asked the 
Ministry to consider options that address 
the concerns raised by vintage vehicle 
owners, including considering the relative 

impact of vintage vehicles on the overall 
fleet emissions and air quality; the feasi-
bility of including or excluding certain 
vehicles (such as vintage and classic 
vehicles of a certain age) from mandatory 
emissions screening and establishing 
appropriate in-service emissions standards 
that take account of the average emissions 
capability of older vehicles. However, 
there is much to be considered before the 
final decision can be made.

Hon Judith Tizard assured us again 
that the Land Transport Vehicle Exhaust 
Emissions Rule 2003 does not apply to 
vehicles manufactured before 1990 and 
it does not require vehicles to be tested 
when entering New Zealand. 

Government authorities recognise our 
Club as the Historic Vehicle Authority 
of New Zealand and as such we enjoy the 
respect and credibility from governmental 
departments that has been built up over 
many years. Members can be assured that 
the Management Committee and I will 
continue to do our best to ensure that our 
members’ interests are well represented at 
this level.

In April, Rod and I also attended the 
Low Volume Vehicle Technical Association 
(LVVTA) Annual General Meeting. Our 
Club is a member of this Incorporated 
Association that represents ten hobbyist 
and specialist groups who are dedicated 
to ensuring that their members’ vehicles, 
when scratch-built or modified, meet the 
highest practicable safety standards. It was 
reported to the meeting that the associa-
tion is enjoying a more effective alliance 
with Land Transport Safety Authority and 
it was also reiterated that we must always 
look to the future while never forgetting 
our roots – something we must all strive 
to do.

Leigh Craythorne

In accordance with the Constitution of 
the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 
Incorporated, we the undersigned financial 
members give notice of the following 
proposed Notice of Motion for discussion 
by members and voting in 2004.

3 Objects
Delete
3.1e) Motor Vehicles constructed after 1 
January 1961 provided that no vehicle is 
accepted for this class until January 1 of 
the year that is thirty years after its original 

year of construction, such vehicles to be 
known as Post 1960 Vehicles.

Replace with
3.1e) Motor Vehicles constructed between 
1 January 1961 and 31 December 1975, 
such vehicles to be known as Post 1960 
Vehicles.
The object of the Notice of Motion being 
to permanently cap acceptance of period 
category vehicles at 1975.
Proposed by Doug Surgenor
Seconded by Des Cornwall

Explanation
Based on our own thinking and the submis-
sions received we feel that mid 1970s 
onwards vehicles are quite out of character 
with what the Club is about. There is 
still a huge range of pre 1975 vehicles 
available for prospective members allowing 
continued growth of our Club.
After 1975 we start on the fantastic age of 
plastics and electronics which at this time 
is certainly not, we feel, what the Vintage 
Car Club of New Zealand is about.
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John L Goddard Trophy
Nominations are sought for this prestigious VCC trophy. 

Please refer to the advertisement below. Do you know anyone 
who you would like to nominate?

Membership Cards
Membership Cards have now been forwarded to all members 

who have paid their subscriptions. If you have not received your 
membership card, please contact your Branch Secretary in the 
first instance and they will notify the National Office.

Notice Of Motion
Members will be asked to vote on one Notice of Motion that 

has been received. The details are printed on page 5 of this issue 
and members will be forwarded a ballot paper in accordance 
with the Club’s Constitution. Please note: You need to put a 45 
cent stamp on the envelope forwarded for Voting Purposes only. 
These are opened five days before the AGM so please do not 
include anything other than your voting paper.

Executive Meetings and Management Meetings
All Branch Secretaries are forwarded a copy of the Minutes 

from both Executive Meetings and Management Committee 
Meetings. Should you wish to read any of these, please contact 
your Secretaries.

Change of Address
The Hawke’s Bay Branch of the Vintage Car Club of NZ 

(Inc.) has asked me to advise you that they have changed their 
postal address. Please note that their new postal address is PO 
Box 3406, Napier

Reminders
VCC Vehicle Identity Card applications and Historic Motor 

Vehicle Date of Manufacture & Authenticity Statement applications
Please remember that the applications must be processed 

through your branch. The branch committee will forward them, 
once signed off, to the National Office who, after processing, 
forwards them to the National Registrar for completion.

Please make sure the photos are the correct size as if they are 
too big for the Identity Card, you will be requested for further 

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nz

national office news
JUNE
4-7 Canterbury 50th Irishman Rally
5-6 Waikato Double 50 Rally
6-8 Marlborough Chairman’s Meander
9 Otago Branch AGM
19 Manawatu Brass Monkey Night Trial
23-25 West Coast Mid Winter Run
26 Far North Malloy Trophy Rally
26 Southland Moped Run
27 Auckland Combined run with North Shore
27 Wellington Colonial Cup Rally
27 Gore Moped Run
JULY
3-4 Wellsford Winter Woollies Wander
17 Otago 50th Anniversary Rally
17-18 Waitamata R’Oil Can Rally
18 Rotorua Swap Meet
AUGUST
13 Taupo National AGM
15 Otago P60v Rally
OCTOBER
2-3 Otago Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in 
this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual Branch concerned.

VCC Events
For inclusion in our next issue, fax details of Club Events to 03 332 
3827 by  10 May, 2004 or email us at beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

6  Beaded Wheels

f o r 
a c h i e v e m e n t

The John L Goddard 
Trophy

Members of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand are invited to nominate a recipient for this annual award, any 
member they feel who has made some significant achievement. It may be a particularly significant restoration, 
a memorable motoring journey or an important historical article or series of articles published in Beaded Wheels; 
or some special service to the Club.

Nominations for the Award should be forwarded to:

John L Goddard Award
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc)
PO Box 2546, Christchurch

Nominations close 30 June 2004

smaller copies. If your vehicle is being restored and you are applying 
for the Authenticity Statement to assist having it re-registered 
there is no need for photos. Once you have your vehicle registered, 
you can apply for the Identity Card by returning the Authenticity 
Statement after filling in the appropriate blank spots and forwarding 
three identical photos, in its finished state, to the National Office.

If you have purchased a vehicle and been given an ID Card from 
the previous owner, it is no longer valid. To have the card reissued is 
a simple process. Please contact your branch secretary for details and 
to obtain the “Change of Ownership” application from the Branch 
Manual (Section 15: Q, Appendix B.2).
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Dear Sir
My family has often wondered what 

happened to our grandparent’s car. It was 
a 1929 Chevrolet Sedan painted green 
although originally blue and black. Their 
names were George and Edith Orr from 
Maheno, North Otago. It was sold about 
1964 to a Vintage Car Club member, we 
believe north of Dunedin. At the time 
it would have been in Edith Orr’s name 
and address which was Cooper Street, 
Dunedin.

We would love to know where it is now. 
The family album contains period photos 
showing the car. 

Kevin Casey
116 Mornington Rd, Dunedin     
Ph 03 453 0818 
Email leadlights@ihug.co.nz

Dear Sir
About 18 months ago a mate and I 

purchased a 1923 23/60 Vauxhall sedan 
from a farm in country New South Wales. 
The elderly owner bought the car in Sydney 
about 1943 from a Robert Armstrong who 
was involved with automotive battery 
making. The car has some unique features 
one being that the headlights are Italian 
Reimer Zanardi brand from Milano. The 
reason for the letter is that the body builders 
plaque says Bodywork by B H Risely, 62 St 
Asaph St, Christchurch .

The car is painted black with red wire 
wheels and to the best of our knowledge 
the paintwork appears to be original. 
The bonnet, mudguards and scuttle are 
aluminium and are the same as a tourer as 
well as the timber floor frame which we 
think is from the Vauxhall factory. The rest 
of the body is steel over timber frame and 
we assume made by Riseley.

We would love to know some history 
of this vehicle and hope against hope that 
some of your readers may recognise the car. 

We have the car about half-restored at 
present.

Rod James
153 Wedds Rd, Boambee 
NSW 2450
Australia
Phone 0061 2 6653 1144

mailbag The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

Dear Sir,
I am currently researching the history 

of my 1926 Chrysler Model 58 Tourer.  It’s 
been a local car here in Hawke’s Bay 
all its life and I’ve been able to contact 
nearly all previous owners or children 
and have collected some interesting 
material.  Recent contact was made with 
Roger White regarding the cars arrival in 
New Zealand and subsequent shipment 
by newly appointed agents Todd Motor 
Company to the Hawke’s Bay dealers 
Williams & Kettle. Unfortunately a fire 
at Wakefield Motors in Wellington after 
the second world war destroyed all the 
company records.  Is there somebody out 
there who has some knowledge, perhaps 
a photo, of how vehicles were shipped 
from Todd Motors to their agents ( maybe 
rail was used? )  Also where can I obtain 
shipping arrival details, were the cars 
partially dismantled and crated up? Any 
information gratefully received.

Digby Young
409 Tomoana Road, Hastings.
Phone 06-8786876.  
E-mail digbyyoung@xtra.co.nz  or 

Dear Sir,
I am trying to find the whereabouts of 

the 1933 Sunbeam 90 motorcycle origi-
nally owned by my late step-father, Tom 
King of Temuka and Timaru. Some thirty 
years ago I tried to get it from family 
friend, Jim Oed of Levin but at the time 
Jim would not part with it. Since then it 
is believed to have gone to a collector in 
Auckland. Tom’s family would like to keep 
track of this rare machine.

The enclosed photo is of my grand-
parents, Francis and Grace Caverhill and 
was taken in February, 1911 outside their 
house in Mays Road, Christchurch.

I was told by my mother that Francis 
was a regular competitor in motor sport 
events around Christchurch until his early 
death in 1920. She also told of him loading 
a small car (a Duo?) onto a dray to take it 
to New Brighton for beach racing.

Can anyone identify the make of motor-
cycle in the photo? Any other relevant 
information would be appreciated. Francis 
was a mechanical engineer apparently 
involved with shearing shed machinery 
and used a motorcycle and sidecar as his 
work transport.

MF (Bill) Grant
38 Clutha St
Alexandra
Email grant.alex@xtra.co.nz

Dear Sir
Re the Hudson eight, BW Dec/Jan
For many years I wondered what had 

become of this unusual and stately Hudson 
that like Mike Taylor I often admired as its 
well dressed owner drove it in the manner 
of a well trained chauffeur. I had a good 
look over this car when it was for sale in a 
dealers showroom along Princes Street in 
Dunedin (Angus Motors I think) I n the 
late 1960s. I recall for the sum of £325. It 
had a lot of documentation with it and the 
sales man let me have a good look around 
both car and paperwork. I believe that the 
body was built in Christchurch and on 
speaking to a friend who worked on the 
servicing of it he also thinks as I do. Work 
was also done I think by Anderson & co 
body builders in Dunedin, this may have 
been perhaps the repairs after the fire. I 
don’t think the owner had anything to do 
with the Cremota Factory as that was in 
Gore some 100km south. As it was often 
seen around Princes Street I wonder if 
the owner may have had something to do 
with the Grain and Flour Mill in Manor 
Place. Perhaps you could print a side on 
shot of this car to show a better idea of 
the body. The fact that there is no makers 
name plate would be perhaps also suggest 
that it was bodied in Christchurch. I am 
so pleased it is being restored to its former 
glory and I hope some day to come across 
this lovely Hudson I so much admired so 
many years ago.

Mel R Tapp.

Dear Sir
I loved the cover photo of my April-May 

edition of Beaded Wheels. My compliments 
to the photographer, the pic epitomises 
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the joy of old car motoring and has given 
me a longing to one day own a Veteran 
and enjoy ‘real’ motoring as bob and Judy 
Oakley obviously do.

What intrigues me about the photos is, 
what is Judy saying to Bob? By the expres-
sions on their faces I can only surmise that 
she is saying something like  “So tell me 
Bob, who was that pretty young lass you 
were chatting up at our last tea stop?”

Thanks to all of you down there, not 
for NZ’s Foremost Historical Motoring 
Magazine, but for the world’s top amateur 
publication on this wonderful subject.

Kind regards from Darkest Africa
Mike Jones
Port Elizabeth, SA.

Dear Sir
I was clearing some land on the West 

Coast when I found 
this. At a guess it is 

Dear Sir
The North Island branches of the 

Vintage Car Club do not seem to rate very 
highly with the South Island Head Office. 
I bring to your attention the 50th anniver-
sary of the Wanganui branch, including 
the National North Island Easter Rally. It 
did not seem important enough to warrant 
a member of the Executive other than the 
North Island Club Captain to attend.

Wanganui was the first North Island 
branch of the Vintage Car Club to be 
formed and also the nurturing ground 
for many more North Island branches 
to follow. The number of North Island 
clubs today is an obvious culmination of 
Wanganui’s early efforts.

All credit to Rob Knight, our very able 
North Island Club Captain who aided and 
supported Wanganui’s Rally committee 
every step of the way. Rob’s involvement 
seemed to be the only Head office repre-
sentation to the North Island.

Not a good look for the Executive in 
the eyes of the North Island branches I 
suggest.

Keith Turner
Wanganui Branch

Reply to Mr Turner from Leigh Craythorne, 
National President VCCNZ

It was with disappointment that I read 
Keith’s letter. On 15 December 2003, I 
received and accepted an invitation to 
attend the National South Island Easter 
Rally hosted by Nelson Branch. This 
event incorporated their 40th anniversary 
celebrations. On 2 March 2004 an invita-
tion was received from Wanganui Branch 
for me (or my representative) to attend the 
National North Island Easter Rally (9 April 
2004) including their 50th anniversary 
festivities. I wrote expressing my apologies 
and regret that I was unable to attend as 
I had already accepted another invita-
tion. I asked Rob Knight (Club Captain 
Northern Region) to represent me at the 
event. He was pleased to do so, reiterating 
my apologies and presenting the branch 
with a framed certificate on behalf of the 
Club to commemorate the Wanganui 
Branch’s golden anniversary and another 
framed certificate of thanks for hosting the 
National Event. On 17 March 2004 the 
Branch Secretary wrote and asked me to 
write a ”president’s message” to appear in 
their local newspaper advertising, which I 
was happy to forward. I also sent a card to 
the branch congratulating them on their 
milestone and I wrote a letter in the week 
following Easter with the Club’s thanks for 
hosting the National event.

In response to the other statements:
• Members of the Management 

Committee are of equal “importance” and 
the Club Captain Northern Region is no 
exception. (It was noted that another 

member of the Management Committee 
attended the event in an unofficial 
capacity.) Part of the duties of a (“national”) 
Club Captain is “to oversee and assist on 
National events…” and as such is the 
liaison between branches hosting National 
events and the Management Committee.

• There is nothing in the Club’s 
Constitution that requires equal represen-
tation across New Zealand for Management 
Committee members but interestingly 
of the nine positions currently available, 
four reside in the North Island and five 
(including the National President) in the 
South Island. 

• National Office is charged with the 
administration of all branches/members 
throughout New Zealand and although 
based in Christchurch, deals equally with 
them all. It is the National President who 
approves all invitations received from 
branches and therefore National Office is 
not involved with this in any way.
As a footnote – 

The executive of the Club (governs 
the affairs of the Club) comprises of 
the Chairman and a delegate from each 
branch, the Management Committee 
(bound by resolutions passed at Executive 
Meetings) is made up of elected members 
from across the membership.

Leigh Craythorne
National President

Dear Sir
Re: Ron Roycroft
I am currently working on a full scale 

biography of the late RJ Roycroft covering 
both the many speed events in which he 
was so successful and also his second career 
as a preserver of significant New Zealand 
motoring history.

Although I have a considerable archive 
and full support of Ron’s family and some 
significant friends there are a number of gaps 
which VCC members may be able to fill.

These are:
1 Additional material and unpublished 

photos of Ron’s speedway days.
2. Lap Charts and time sheets, of 

Ardmore GPs before 1960, any 
Wigrams 1951-60 (except ‘54), the 
first two Mairehau meetings, the first 
Ryall Bush and any Ohakea races.

3. Information on racing at Seagrove 
Airfield near Auckland.

4. Competition after 1960, particularly 
the Ardmore 1962 and VCC events.

5. Events involving the Jaguar powered 
RJR special - ex SH Spl.

6. Personal memories of Ron, including 
post 1960 years.

7. I have lots of photos but can always 
consider more.

I will of course acknowledge and 
return material. I hope we can publish 
early in 2006. 

about 1920s 1930s it looks like the water 
pump runs off the flywheel. Would any of 
your members know what it is?

Richard Foot
131 Opawa Rd, Opawa Christchurch
Ph 03 3372438 Fax 03 3372425
E-mail Richard.Foot@xtra.co.nz

Dear Sir
I was saddened to learn of George 

Tofield’s passing. George was my Form 
Master and English Master in my third 
form year in 1963. That was his first year 
of ownership of his 1932 TL 12/60 Alvis 
Beetlebuck which he kept for the rest of 
his life. George had a battle to keep the 
Alvis reliable, for it had not been well 
treated and was his only transport. This 
distraction notwithstanding he still took 
a very good class, and was able to instill 
in me a deep appreciation of the English 
language and English literature.

I will never forget the influence that 
George had on my education and, indeed, 
on my life. My thoughts are with his family, 
their loss is widely felt.

Grant Taylor
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Scott Thomson
PO Box 101
Masterton
Phone 06 377 0805.

Dear Sir
The January/February 2004 issue of Puff’ 

n’ Stuff published a proposed notice of 
motion concerning eligibility of “younger” 
vehicles to the VCC movement. 

While for identification of classes of 
vehicles it is possibly desirable to close off 
classes at a definite date, in this proposal 
1975, it would be to the detriment of the 
VCC movement to stop accepting vehicles 
as they become thirty years old. 

After all when the VCC came into 
being in 1946 and vehicles prior to 1931 
were the accepted age it should be realised 
that these vehicles (1931) were only fifteen 
years old and many were everyday transport 
and not the restored and cherished collect-
ibles they have become in later years. 

The proposers say a number of members 
think the 1970s vehicles are out-of 
character with the VCC movement. How 
many members? 1, 2,3 or 100, etc. or is it 
a snobbish “mines older than yours” thing 
that is noticeable in a very few instances. 
The thought of Japanese, Russian and 
South East Asian produced vehicles at 
VCC events is too much for them. 

Mention is made of loss of “character”. 
What is “character”? Perhaps idiosyncra-
sies is a more appropriate word. My 1972 
Vintage accepted car is quite different in 
its driving characteristics to its 30 year 
later equivalent from the same maker. 
Technical advancement will not stop 
average members from servicing and 
restoring later model vehicles. When you 
look back and realise that features like twin 
overhead camshafts have been with us for 
90 years, hydraulic brakes over 70 years, 
synchromesh and automatic transmissions 
for over 60 years. Unit construction body 
shells for a similar period and engines still 
work on principles defined by Herr Otto 
some 150 years ago. The use of computers 
and similar electronic controls is not 
beyond being tested and serviced by most 
competent restorers. If you can’t get your 
head round it then get your children or 
grandchildren to do it for you. As I see 
it, the pool of “spare” vehicles is a myth 
and those owners of unrestored vehicles 
usually expect new prices for scrap metal 
if they do decide to part with something. 
Do not knock our older members who 
turn up in later model vehicles. They are 
members and are taking an interest in the 
VCC affairs. Sooner or later their vintage 
vehicles will come on the market or back 
into family use. While the proposed notice 
of motion may be a step in a necessary 

direction, some of the reasoning behind it 
is to my mind, not quite on the mark. 

Bill Grant,
Alexandra 

Dear Sir
The Cadillac of Motorcycles
Just a couple more items re my Cadillac 

& Harley-Davidson stories recently.
I forgot to mention that in France, 

it has long been customary to refer to 
any automobile electrics - regardless of 
make - as Le Delco. (This is confirmed 
in my own French/English dictionary, 
published 1996). Re H-D, Mark Dawber’s 
Harley renaissance Beaded Wheels 264 was 
excellent and I enjoyed it. However, I just 
cannot buy his statement on P 26 ‘Even 
the introduction of the Sportster in 1957 
failed to give H-D a significant boost. In 
this period their major competition was 
from Britain with large numbers of single 
and twin cylinder bikes which were much 
faster than Harleys and handled better, 
even though they were of smaller displace-
ment” B.S.! (and I don’t mean Brough 
Superior!) If Mark can show me one only, 
single cylinder British bike that could 
outperform the Sportster, I will gladly buy 
him a six pack should we meet.

I fear he is viewing nearly fifty years 
ago via retrospective anti-Harley litera-
ture rather than contemporary knowledge 
such as I possess. English Motor Cycling 
magazine testers went gaga over the CH 
Sportster “Breathtakingly fast, ruggedly 
simple, massively built, functional to the 
nth degree. Shattering acceleration almost 
beggars belief…virtually a one-gear mount, 
yet excellent clutch and gearbox permitted 
light, clean changes as quick as the rider 
could operate controls. Roadholding was 
faultless, control and stability impeccable. 
Even at 100mph, steering damper was left 
completely free.”

They said in conclusion that even their 
most hardened experts came to regard the 
Sportster with idolatry.

Later, Motorcycle Mechanics tester 
John Hauslander wrote of the Sportster 
XLCH “Road testing the Sportster was an 
eyeopener for thrill-hardened staff, whose 
greatest danger was running out of words. 
This action-packed American speed iron 
was the mostest bike we have tested. It 
has the most torque, the most comfort, 
the highest top speed of any bike we have 
tested – 122mph.

The greatest eyeopener was the 
roadholding. Although suspension was 
armchair the steering is perfect. On long 
fast bumpy bends where strange things 
happen to British bikes steering above 95 
mph, the XLCH stuck right on line power 
on, power off. On the motorway, we drove 
in the nineties upright, nonchalantly 
blowing our nose while the opposition 

1929 Albion (LB41) tray truck.

Dear Sir
Enclosed please find a few photos of 

some of my 28 vehicles you may wish to 
publish for your members.

I am a member of many clubs around 
the world and receive magazines from many 
countries, but yours is one of the best.

As an Australian I am proud to be a 
member of such a great Vintage Vehicle 
movement

Philip A Kenny
PO Box 367, Moonee Ponds
Victoria 3039, Australia

1925 Chevrolet model Superior K Truck fitted 
with 3 ton imported (USA) Weaver crane.

1927 Nash advanced six tourer converted to a 
breakdown truck fitted 2 ton crane. 1924 Chevrolet 
25cwt truck fitted with a two ton Weaver crane.

were spreadeagled all over their bikes. 
In the Isle of Man, it handled perfectly, 
several times around the Mountain circuit 
even in the wet, while its performance 
up the mountain out of Ramsey left 650 
Nortons and Triumphs grovelling.”

It is completely ridiculous to compare 
road test figures for British bikes in rider 
down to it condition with Harleys packing 
crash guards, saddle bags, windscreen, 
rider erect, etc. For example, the 110mph 
Vincent Rapide could only make 94mph 
with rider sitting upright. In 1952, J B 
Nicholson in is authoritative, classic work 
Modern Motorcycle Mechanics 4th edition 
lists the Harley 74’ top speed as 110mph, 
equal to the Vincent Rapide and surpassed 
only by the Vincent Black Shadow, whose 
big ends collapsed trying to beat the Harley 
24 hour record of 1937.
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I have always had a fascination for the 

diminutive Austin 7. I imagine that 

like me many VCC members started 

motoring in one of these babies. 

THE WAY 
WE WERE

As recorded by Grant Hitchings 

Mine was a 1928 model bought in 
1955 during my first year in the 
work force and I learnt much 

from it. The car had been ‘special-ised’ 
and while from the back it looked quite 
rorty (or sporty), its full frontal appearance 
could only be described as ‘weird’, causing 
it to be known among my friends and 
family as ‘The Bug’. 

Its canvas hood was ill-fitting and 
low and the side curtains became almost 
opaque during damp weather or when fog 
blanketed the city . 

In these conditions I became adept 
at navigating the Bug with side curtains 
removed, my head protruding through 
my side window opening - not a good 
practice. 

(Fog in the 1950’s seemed to be more 
prevalent and much more dense than now, 
the improvement due I suppose to global 
warming along with Christchurch’s present 
clean air policy.)

Nevertheless I enjoyed my Austin 7 and 
drove it for a year before my father arrived 
home one day with a mate’s Model A Ford 
coupe which was for sale and suggested 
strongly that I buy it. 

(I had begun courting the daughter of 
a friend of his and now in retrospect I can 
see he was concerned for her safety). When 
I owned ‘The Bug’ the Austin Agency in 
Christchurch was David Crozier Ltd, a 
firm established in 1919 and which was 
the largest Austin agency in the South 
Island. I visited it many times for parts and 
information on fixing my car and I always 
found the staff helpful and very patient 
in answering my questions and dealing 
with my naivety. Readers may then under-
stand why my pulse quickened when I was 
introduced to a VCC member who had 
actually worked as a mechanic at David 
Crozier Ltd. Ross H. Haynes is a member 
of the Banks Peninsula Branch who began 
an apprenticeship as a mechanic with 
Croziers in 1945. 

The 1950 advent of the British 650-
700cc models by BSA, Triumph, Norton 
and Royal Enfield, was simply because 
their 500c models could not duplicate the 
effortless high-speed cruising of the big 
Harley, nor its top-gear acceleration from 
speeds of 70-80mph.

These days Harley is scheduling an 
annual output of 300 000 units – all above 
800 cc. I know of no other motorcycle 
company in history in that league. Buell, 
incidentally, is a long-time Harley engineer. 
A while ago, a neighbour who owns three 
motorcycles, came home with a brand-new 
Harley. When I went to congratulate him, 
I found it was a Kawasaki Vulcan! I said 
why didn’t you buy the real thing instead 
of a Japanese counterfeit?

He hasn’t spoken to me since!
Maurice Hendry

Reply to Mr Hendry’s letter From Mark Dawber
I have no doubt that Maurice Hendry 

has a near inexhaustible fund of documen-
tary evidence to support his fanaticism 
for Harley-Davidson and Cadillac. My 
reference was to all Harleys and not just the 
Sportster. “Faster” does not just mean top 
speed; agility plays a part as well, particularly 
with motorcycles. There had to be a good 
reason why so many American motorcycle 
buyers in the 1950s chose to buy ‘foreign’. I 
suspect they perceived that the lighter and 
more nimble imported product was more 
suited to their purpose, much as buyers of 
the large numbers of British sports cars sold 
in North America during the same period 
did. A recent road test of a modern sports 
125 showed this well. It proved able to out-
corner one of the quickest of the current 
crop of sports 600s even though its top 
speed was about 70 kph less (c.180 kph vs. 
c.250 kph). Ultimately there is ‘no substi-
tute for cubic inches’ but other factors have 
to be taken in to account. As far as single 
cylinder machines are concerned, I am sure 
there were more than a few Norton Manxs 
which saw street use in the US. It would be 
interesting to speculate how the resulting 
machine would have performed, had H-D 
chosen to compete head-on with the British 
and built a 650 parallel twin or a double 
overhead cam single.

I have always been sceptical about 
maximum speeds quoted by magazines. 
Maybe, the Sportster that Motorcycle 
Mechanics tested, had been prepared by the 
same team which had prepared the first 
E-type Jaguar for testing. I find it hard to 
believe that a ‘standard’, 500 lb machine 
with only 40-50 hp could achieve the 
quoted maximum. In the early 1970s I 
owned a 1971 Laverda 750SF. Before being 
imported to New Zealand this machine had 
been the Australian distributor’s demon-
strator and had been road tested by Two 
Wheels magazine. It weighed about 450 lb 
and supposedly made 60 hp. They quoted its 

RESTORED CARS
Magazine  Australia

Was first published in 1973. All 
back issues are available. All 
vehicles featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, How 
To’s and Australian motoring 
History are a specialty.

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $63.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)
Aust $123.00 Air Mail

top speed at 125 mph. It would have to have 
been over-revved to achieve this. 120 would 
be more realistic – the best I ever saw was 
115 (downhill with a tail wind).

The model quoted by M Hendry was the 
XLCH (“C” for competition, “H” for high 
compression), a stripped down model fitted 
with a small petrol tank and the minimum of 
equipment (it didn’t even have a battery!). 
It was introduced in 1958 in response to 
complaints about the lack of performance 
of the original 1957 XL Sportster, which 
by the way, reportedly suffered from high 
speed handling problems. The XL would 
just exceed 100 mph, a more realistic top 
speed of the XLCH would be 115 - achieved 
not “packing crash-guards, saddlebags, 
windscreen, rider erect etc” but flat on the 
tank of a ‘naked’ bike as any one expecting 
to achieve the highest possible speed would.

As quoted in my article the Sportster 
is still in production (after 47 years - it is 
probably unique in this respect). The 2004 
models were announced in January 2004. 
They have finally gained rubber mounting 
for the engine. The 1200 variant was 
recently road tested at 123.5 mph – it is odd 
that it is no faster than an 883 of 40 years 
earlier. Another magazine quoted a max of 
95 mph for the 883 and 110 indicated for 
the 1200 with the rider ‘flat on tank’.

It is important to remember that almost 
all Harley-Davidsons although relatively 
expensive, are delivered from the factory 
in a mild state of tune and with only basic 
equipment. Very few owners are content to 
leave their machines in their ‘as delivered’ 
state and modify them mechanically and 
cosmetically. There is any number of firms 
who will separate large sums of money from 
Harley owners to improve both the perform-
ance and looks of their bikes including 
Harley-Davidson themselves, whose current 
accessories catalogue has more pages then a 
large city telephone directory. Consequently 
many Harleys on the road are potentially 
faster than the figures quoted in magazine 
road tests.
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to Pungareh, a small settlement south 
of New Plymouth, where he managed a 
garage/workshop specializing in the repair 
of anything mechanical. After the birth 
of their first child in 1955 the family 
returned to Christchurch where Ross was 
re-employed by the then State Hydro 
Electricity Department. (He had worked for 
the Dept. for a short spell previously). 1962 
saw them back in the North Island with 
Ross working for the Transport Department 
as a vehicle inspector stationed at Marton 
and responsible for an area from Bulls to 
the Desert Road. At this time this was 
the largest area of responsiblity for a single 
inspector in the North Island. 

During this time Ross participated in 
the 1965 International Rally centered 
in Christchurch driving his 1923 Austin 
Seven. Once again the Haynes family 
moved back south, this time to settle in 
Christchurch in 1965 and Ross bought 
a small garage and service station in 
Rolleston west of Christchurch. Here he 
traded as Ross H.Haynes Ltd. before selling 
the business in 1973. 

After recovering from opera-
tions on both knees he joined the firm 
‘International Harvester Co.’ working as 
a quality controller for truck assembly for 
the next fourteenth years before closure of 
the company and major surgery for a hip 
replacement led him to take early retire-
ment from the workforce.

With extra leisure time now available 
Ross constructed an Austin Seven Special 
and restored a 1927 7 tourer. Both of these 

Herbert Austin’s answer to Bentley. The 1923 
Austin “Super Sports 20. Capable of 90 mph at 
about 13 mpg there were very few of these made. 
This one was restored by Ross and rated by him 
as his best ever car. (Six leather hides used in the 
upholstery – ouch!) Sold and shipped to England 
there in none other of this marque known to be in 
New Zealand.

He was born in Christchurch in 1929 
of parents who were keen motorists and 
remembers the first of the family’s cars, a 
1913 FN 1500 cc model built in Belgium. 
This was followed by a 1920 Austin 20 
tourer and later a new Austin 16 bought in 
1936. This stayed with the family until his 
father died in 1964. 

His brother, nine years his senior, 
was an enthusiastic motorcyclist and 
possessed various bikes including a ‘28 
Norton, a single port 1937 Ariel and a 
KTT Vellocette, so it is not surprising that 
Ross developed an early interest in things 
motorable especially motorcycles. 

His father, a builder of church organ 
woodwork taught his son woodworking 
skills but it was a neighbour, Eldred Wright 
, who fostered in Ross his inherent love of 
things mechanical. 

Eldred, a 35 year - old motor mechanic 
suffered from Tuberculosis and was 
bedridden for most of the time but he 
was still able to instil much enthusiasm 
for motors and machinery in his young 
neighbour as well as educating him in the 
workings of motor vehicles. As well as 
owning an immaculate belt-drive Triumph 
motorcycle Eldred had made a crystal-set 
radio and with a 100 ft. aerial this had very 
good reception. Ross still has this and it 
occupies a special place in his workshop. 

Ross received his secondary education 
at the Papanui Technical High School. 
I was intrigued when he outlined to me 
how he and a schoolmate bought an early-
model Douglas motorcycle and how the 
pair used it to commute to school fueling 
it on Kerosene. 

(Evidently you drained the petrol from 
the tank replacing it with Kerosene and 
after refilling the carby. float chamber 
with petrol started the ‘bike as normal 
then turned on the fuel tap to feed it 
Kerosene.) 

As well as possessing an aptitude for 
things mechanical Ross also had a strong 
competitive streak in his makeup. 

Not long after he began work with 
Croziers he decided to venture into cycle 
racing, a decision prompted by the avail-
ability of a racing cycle owned by his 
brother. 

A Milton star model, It had been 
constructed from Reynolds 531 tubing in 
1936 and had all the go-fast gear such as 
wooden rims, fluted cranks and all the other 
fancy items available then. Ross still has it 
but due to deterioration (of Ross - not the 
bike) it is kept on static display only. 

And then it was into motorcycle racing 
on grass and track for Ross using machines 
that, although outdated, with attention to 
detail and a thorough study their tuning 
data, could still be made competitive, His 
‘stable’ included various Rudge machines, 
a 500 Ariel and a 1927 single port AJS, 
the fastest of all his motorcycles. Ross 
commented that he soon realized his self-
prepared machines were never going to 
match the performance of the expensive 
factory -prepared imported motorcycles 
but he competed to the best of his ability 
and enjoyed the sport. 

In 1953 he married, and eighteen 
months later, with his wife Naomi, moved 

Ross and the Ulster sports replica.

bw268.indd   11bw268.indd   11 11/10/2007   12:34:43 AM11/10/2007   12:34:43 AM



12  Beaded Wheels

The title may appear to be a contradic-
tion in terms and even an aberration 
to some people but, to a great many, 

the aero-engined car will remain an emotive 
legend in its own right. Since the early years 
of the last century those associated with 
building and driving such vehicles have 
been alternately labelled heroes or lunatics, 
depending on the observer’s point of view. 
Perhaps the memory had lingered down 
the decades of the last town to town motor 
race, the disastrous Paris – Madrid of 1903, 
where 10 and 12 litre engines in flimsy 
chassis, often exceeded 90 mph over terrible 
roads, packed with spectators ignorant of 
the dangers that lay ahead for them and the 
drivers.

Unfortunately little has been brought 
together and published tracing the blood 
lines that led to combinations of automo-
tive and aviation technology despite 
the wealth of literature available on the 
development of the two industries. This 
is the story of those inter-relationships 
which have shaped the evolution of 
engines destined for service in the air, on 
land and water. 

Part 1 – The early years
At the end of the 19th century there 

were two important events in the develop-
ment of the Otto cycle petrol engine, each 
making a promising contribution to the 
future of heavier than air flight. During 
1895 Count de Dion with Georges Bouton 
produced the first of a series of engines 
operating at an unheard of 1800 rpm, at 
least 1100 rpm higher than the existing 
Daimler or Benz types produced since 
1885. By substantially improving power/
weight ratios resulting from this develop-
ment, de Dion found a ready market for 
his “mono engines” which enabled the 
motorcycle to take a firm place in history 
by 1900. Engines were also provided for 
tricycles, horseless carriages, industrial 
applications and the all important power-
boat market.

Daimler had been supplying the marine 
and industrial markets since the late 
1880s, followed by Panhard et Lavassor, 
who used Daimler engines in 1891 as did 
Peugeot. After the break-through at de 
Dion with the mono, manufacturers inter-
ested in higher performance carried out 
much of their research on water, an ideal 
dynamometer considering tyre technology 
and road surfaces at the time would not 
have allowed full throttle for any distance.

In the early 1890s when races began 
for powerboats on the Seine the stage was 
set for rapid petrol engine development, 

The 1912 Austro-Daimler is regarded as the 
ancestor of all the water cooled six cylinder engines 
which powered German and austro-Hungarian 
aircraft of World War I.

Usually credited with powering the first successful 
heavier-than-air machine, the Wright brothers’ 
engine was made to their design by Charles E. 
Taylor. It developed 16hp when first started, 
reducing to a steady 12hp at 1090 rpm. Use of a 
cast aluminium crankcase kept the weight of the 
3.27 litre engine down to 81.4kg.

EVOLUTION 
OF THE AERO-ENGINED CAR

Car engines have been used in aircraft since the earliest phase of homebuilts, but 

the reverse has been true even longer, since before the turn of the 20th century. 

Cross-pollination of motive power between aircraft, cars and boats is a fertile field 

for engineers, and BILL SHIELLS takes a look at some history.
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especially in terms of reduced weight and 
reliability. 

An equally prophetic event at the end 
of the century was the Balzer Manly five 
cylinder radial engine, built for Langley’s 
first full-scale aeroplane at the request of the 
US Government. This one-off, reputedly 
reliable, 8.8 litre 50 hp design, with an 
incredible power/weight ratio of 2.4lbs/ hp 
never flew as the Langley “Aerodrome” 
crashed twice during launchings in 1903. 
That year the Wright Brothers constructed 
and flew their very simple in-line water-
cooled 16 hp four, quite similar to some 
car engines of the period but with a cast 
aluminium crankcase thereby saving consid-
erable weight.

If racing improves the breed then 
the regulations governing competition 
dictate what direction the improvements 
would take. In the beginning all forms 
of motorised transport, whether 2, 3 or 4 
wheeled, whether steam, electric or petrol 
powered, demonstrated their perform-
ance to a sceptical public by competing 
with each other. Before 1900 regulations 
divided the vehicles into small, light and 
heavy cars under various weight limits and 
included tricycles and motorcycles, until 
separate events were organised for the latter 
vehicles after 1901. Not surprisingly the 
heavy class gained the greatest support and 
a monster breed resulted where cylinder 
capacity was only limited by the total car 
weight. The massive engines ran at a near 
constant 1500 rpm and were extensively 
lightened with drilled connecting rods 
and pistons. Sheet copper water jackets 
further reduced cylinder block weight and 
power was governed by the engine’s swept 
volume and not by increased rpm. 

The weight limit formula for heavy cars 
was to remain in force until 1907 when 
world economics intervened and public 
and manufacturers’ attitudes changed 
in favour of small car competition. In 
the meantime the rapidly expanding and 
highly competitive motorcycle industry 

had improved the efficiency and specific 
power of small engines since 1902, and 
despite the lack of communication with 
the car and emerging aeroplane industries, 
the larger manufacturers of high-perform-
ance small cars were not neglecting the 
work of the best motorcycle designers. The 
two small engine groups were faced with 
extracting as much power as possible from 
small cylinders, which placed a premium 
on efficient combustion chamber and 
valve gear design. 

In 1906 the Automobile Club de 
France, the ACF, concerned that small 
car or voiturette competition was dying 
out, established new regulations for the 
Coupe de l’Auto as the new series was 
named, limiting cylinder bore size in 
the erroneous belief that stroke was not 
relevant in determining power output. 
This mistaken belief launched the cult 
of the long stroke engine to the point 
where stroke and displacement raged out 
of control - a two-edged sword, it did focus 
even more attention on the valves, ports 
and combustion chamber. Lessons learnt 
from this design activity would not be lost 
on the big engine brigade - also incredibly 
the mini-monster engine design would not 
be changed until 1911. 

Although balloons had developed into 
primitive airships before 1900, it was three 
more years before a controlled voyage 
succeeded and a further three years before 
the French War Ministry announced it had 
purchased the Lebaudry dirigible involved. 
The automotive industry could now see 
a possible new market emerging for their 
engines as the world recession of 1907 
started to bite, the calamity coinciding 
as it happened with market saturation 
for large expensive cars. An increasing 
momentum in the automotive industries 
established in Germany, Italy, Belgium, 
England and the USA was also taking its 
toll on French exports and, to add insult 
to injury, the 1907 French GP was won by 
Italy and the 1908 event by Germany. It 

was not all gloom as there were exciting 
changes in the wind as flourishing airship 
projects across the world were demanding 
new engines. 

The transition from designing huge, 
slow-revving engines for racing and luxury 
cars, to building similar types for airships 
was relatively straightforward. Priorities 
were weight saving, high standards of 
reliability and low fuel consumption in 
order to reduce total weight. Power/weight 
ratios became critical so the challenge was 
to improve combustion chamber design. 
In place of the ancient suction operated 
inlet valve and classic twin camshaft side 
valve T-head, it became necessary to use 
overhead valves with pushrods or single 
overhead camshaft. Overhead valves were 
not new examples being Wilkinson in 
1898 and Welch in 1904 while direct 
valve action by single overhead camshaft 
in 1905 came from Isotta Fraschini. In 
the same year Delahaye set a new world 
speed record on water with twin overhead 
camshafts and six vertical valves per 
cylinder! The engine was built to the 
new cylinder capacity regulations for the 
annual boat races at Monaco, held from 
1904 to 1914. After 1907 the limited bore 
and weight formula was adopted similar 
to that of the Coupe de l’Auto small car 
regulations.

From 1905 or 1906 several nondescript 
aero-engines were available in France but 
the beautifully finished Antoinette designs 
by Lavavasseur captured the market until 
the engine’s demise just before World War 
I. This light-weight 24 hp V8 of 83 mm 
bore was originally designed to power fast 
boats on the Riviera, but Lavavasseur was 
also designing aircraft and speedboats as 
well as engines. The first flights in Europe 
were made with the 24 hp version. At this 
time Glen Curtiss, a well-known motorcycle 
manufacturer in the USA, and founder 
of the Aerial Experiment Association, 
constructed an air-cooled V8 aero-engine 
to power a new dirigible. To test this 40 hp 

Left: Levavasseur’s elegant Antionette V8 was originally designed to power 
boats, but it was one of the most important pre-WWI aero engines in Europe.
Above: Official insistence on restricting bore size only led to some long-stroke 
voiturette engines, such as this Lion-Peugeot with two 80x280 mm cylinders in 
a 15˚ vee.
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3.2 litre engine, Curtiss extended one of 
his motorcycle frames to accept the engine 
and set a motorcycle world record speed 
over the mile of 136 mph in 1906. This 
was recorded as the first dedicated aero-
engine to be used in a wheeled vehicle. 
Curtiss went on to build water-cooled 
V8s of 90 and 100 hp, many thousands 
of which powered military trainers and 
general aviation well into the 1920s.

The earliest documented land speed 
record attempt with an aero-engine was 
made by the S76 Fiat in 1910. The company 
had been designing racing engines since 
the beginning of the century and incorpo-
rating overhead valves from 1903. The 300 
hp 28 litre engine was originally designed 
for the Forlanini airship and had a stroke 
of 250 mm and overhead camshaft, which 
made it very tall, the radiator cap of the 
car being 5ft from the ground. The record 
stood to the credit of Victor Hemery’s Benz 
at 115.92 mph over the flying kilometre, 
while the Fiat was designed for 140 mph. 

The record bid did not succeed it was said 
because of mis-timing, but in 1912 at Long 
Island, New York the car covered the mile 
at 179.9 mph in one direction only which 
did not constitute an official world record.

At this stage in aeroplane development, 
the larger big car racing engine was more 
powerful. As can be seen this did not 
necessarily apply to the airship engine but 
it would be 1917-18 before the aeroplane 
would see over 300 hp.

After their defeat in 1908 the French 
manufacturers withdrew support from the 
Grand Prix for an indefinite period. At 
the time the gesture added emphasis to a 
new school of racing car design exempli-
fied by the Coupe de L’Auto events which 
fully flowered when the regulations in 
1911 introduced a 3 litre capacity limit. 
Characterised by light construction and 
high output at high rpm, it wrote the final 
chapter for the giant racing engine.

The success of the 1911 race persuaded 
French automotive manufacturers to give 

Sunbeam entered a team of four cars 3 litre side valve engines in the 1912 French Grand Prix and coupe d’ 
L’Auto. This example, driven by Caillois, retired after seven laps, but the others took the first three places 
in the Light Car Cup as well as being successful in the Grand Prix.

The 9 litre Sunbeam Toodles V, powered by the side valve V12 aero engine which would give good war 
service as the 200 hp Modgaw, is refuelled on the Paddock entrance road at Brooklands prior to Jean 
Chassagne’s October 1913 success in breaking the world hour record at 107.95 mph. The side valve 60˚ 
layout gives a notably slim frontal area.

Where older cars are seen and loved …
and some are for sale 

Ph 07 573 6547 • Te Puke - Rotorua Highway
(next to Kiwifruit Country)

THE FASCINATING HISTORY OF MOTORING
visit our website: www.vintagecars.nzhere.com 

the GP another chance in 1912. The 
Automobile Club de France arranged for 
the smaller displacement Light Car Cup 
race to run concurrently with the GP. This 
would be the final nail in the coffin for 
the big car. The 3 litre side valve L-head 
Sunbeams were first, second and third in 
the Light Car Cup and third in the GP, 
beaten only by the new 7.6 litre twin 
camshaft Peugeot on its first outing, and 
the winning 14 litre Fiat.

The looming threat of conflict in 
Europe and the growing military interest 
in aviation inspired many automotive 
and existing aircraft designers to develop 
a variety of suitable engine types. An 
example of this was the Sunbeam Motor 
Company of Wolverhampton whose Chief 
Engineer, Louis Coatalen, designer of 
the Light Car Cup 3 litre cars and other 
racing and record breaking machines. 
In his search for more power and speed 
Coatalen designed a 9 litre side valve 
V12 aeroplane engine for installation in 
what was the 25/30 hp standard chassis 
equipped with streamlined body suitable 
for racing at the Brooklands track. Often 
the weather made flying impossible during 
the testing of aviation engines, so in this 
way Coatalen could dramatically shorten 
development time and gain welcome 
publicity for Sunbeams. With 200 hp 
available in a relatively light chassis the 
Sunbeam was the fastest car at Brooklands, 
setting many world records. The Mohawk, 
as it came to be named, saw useful service 
in the coming war but was only the first 
of a series of advanced aircraft engines 
produced by Sunbeam to be installed in 
motorcar chassis for competition. These 
and other similar programmes will be 
discussed in Part 2.
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John L Goddard (Jumbo) was one of those larger than life chaps who enlivened the 
Vintage scene for many years motoring extensively around Europe, New Zealand and 
Australia. 

An active enthusiast, he is best remembered for spirited performances in his eight litre 
turbo charged Bentley, his Cottin – Desgouttes, and the famous ex-Fane Frazer Nash, 
which he had kept in England in Tom Wheatcroft’s collection at Donington and which he 
had enjoyed driving particularly at Shelsley Walsh.

His favourite general road car was his XK 120 Jaguar which was much modified and 
like all his other sports cars minus any sort of hood. Jumbo regarded weather protection 
as quite superfluous. His notable collection included Bugattis, Sunbeams, Bentleys and 
Frazer Nash.

The trophy is presented annually in recognition of his memory, to a Club member 
nominated by his or her peers. The trophy, commissioned by his wife Kate, is very much 
an international piece. The main casting came from America; the Grand Prix Bugatti 
clock from England; the walnut base from Christchurch and the silver engraving plates 
from Australia. Nominations are invited annually for any member who has made some 
significant achievement to the Club. It may be a particularly significant restoration, 
a memorable motoring journey or an important historical article or series of articles 
published in Beaded Wheels or some special service to the Club.

Past recipients, individuals or branches have in their own ways contributed to the 
Vintage car club movement that we are all part of today and we look forward to receiving  
this year’s nominations . bw  
See page 8 of this issue for details and dates for this year’s nominations. 
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The Bert Cuthbertson Memorial 
Trophy was run in conjunction 
with the Cecil Light Memorial 

Trophy for motorcyclists on Sunday 25 
January in brilliant sunshine. The Rally 
started from the Hobsonville RSA which 
is situated just around the corner from the 
Whenuapai Air Base.

While assembling for the start of the 
rally at around 1.00 pm, rallyists were 
treated to an impromptu air show courtesy 
of the RNZAF who were putting their 
Boeing 757 through its paces. Seeing such 
a large aeroplane banking at low level then 
climbing very steeply under full throttle in 

such perfect weather was indeed a real 
treat for onlookers.

The run was a combined club event so 
the motorcyclists were joined by an impres-
sive array of non-competing Vintage, 
Post Vintage and Post War Vintage cars 
numbering thirteen in total.

Thirty-one motorcycles took part, 
representing all models from the stables 
of Rudge, Scott, Douglas, Royal Enfield to 
Matchless, Triumph, BSA and Velocette.

The oldest machine entered was Gary 
Bright’s 1930 Douglas S6 with the smallest 
being Rosanne Bright’s 1932 Model A 
Royal Enfield. Sidecar outfits were also 
present with Neville Olsen’s BSA Gold 

The Bert Cuthbertson Memorial Trophy & 
  The Cecil Light Memorial Trophy 

by John Shennan

Auckland Branch

Flash navigated by Gill and also Michael 
O’Cane’s gleaming BSA Gold Flash.

The rally route  took riders over approx-
imately 100 kilometres of Auckland’s more 
enjoyable country roads with one check 
point and no silent checks. The group 
headed for Riverhead then on to Dairy 
Flat and out to Wainui, and returned 
through the upper North Shore passing 
the North Shore Aero Club. They wound 
their way over AIbany Heights, finally 
finishing at Milford for refreshments. Most 
riders completed the course in under two 
hours giving everyone a chance to catch 
up with Club events over a cup of tea 
before heading home.

During afternoon tea riders had the 
opportunity to cast their vote to decide 
the winner of the Cecil Light Memorial 
Trophy. This trophy is given to the most 
meritorious restoration of a motorcycle, 
carried out by an individual, over the 
previous twelve months.

The winner of the Bert Cuthbertson 
Memorial Trophy was Neville Olsen and 
navigator Gill on their BSA combo, 
with Martin Spicer taking away the 
Cecil Light Memorial Trophy for his 
newly restored BSA Gold Flash. 
Congratulations to both winners.

A big thank you to helpers Norm and 
Iris Lawrence for looking after the check 
point, the Shennan family for preparing 
afternoon tea and Don Gordon for being 
our back-up man. It was great to see such a 
good turn out of club members enjoying 
this event. bw  

JOHN L GODDARD TROPHY

As members consider their 

nominations for the John L Goddard 

Trophy it is timely to remember one 

of our great characters in whose 

memory this award was established.
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TheTheThe

UK-based, The Automobile is the only 
international magazine devoted exclusively 
to pre-1960 cars and commercial vehicles.

Every issue packed with articles by 
leading motoring journalists and old-car 

experts.

Profiles vehicles from all corners of the 
world, including New Zealand, and contains 
informative technical articles and restoration 

features.

The Automobile is now available on 
subscription in New Zealand at £59 for 

12 issues.
◆ save $$s on the news-stand price
◆ pay by credit card
◆ delivered by airmail in the month 

of issue.

For information and a free sample copy 
contact:

Douglas Ormrod, 56 Whitehaven Road, 
Glendowie, Auckland. Ph/fax 09 575 4879

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & MOTOR MOWERS

 FIVE DAY DELIVERY
PROMPT SERVICE ASSURED

20% DISCOUNT
ON MENTIONING THIS AD

PISTON RINGS

OPEN SATURDAY 
MORNING - 8.30-12.30

CUSTOM BUILT PISTON RINGS

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston 
rings contact:

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS LTD.
PH: 09 579 7219 / 579 8788

918 Gt South Road, Penrose,
P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland

The Vintage Car Club of 
NZ (Inc,) Management Committee 
met in Christchurch,early 2002 and 

during that meeting decided to 
establish a record of the first year of 

The Vintage Car Club of NZ (Inc,) new 
premises.

Rally Plaques were requested to be 
sent to the National Office and now 
they have been mounted and framed 
with the inscription. This wonderful 
workmanship was done by Mr Dean 

Katon and Mr Gary Beaumont of 
Balclutha and is on display at the 

National Office Archives.

The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc,) 
2002 rally plaques

At long last the Entry Forms for the 
rally are available and are being 
distributed.  The entry forms 

are accompanied by an ‘Invitation To 
Participate” that includes all details of the 
rally and the Monte Carlo section being 
run to get entrants to Invercargill.  These 
have not been distributed to Branches 
in bulk due to the significant costs of 
production.  The Invitation is available by 
contacting the Rally Secretary at PO Box 
6070 Invercargill or through the email 
address included on our information flyer.  

To date some 700 packs have been sent 
out and a large number of entries received.  
We are keeping a record of all packs sent 
out and will follow up if registrations are 
not received by mid next year.

The major problem experienced to date 
has been in the area of accommodation 
coordination for the Rally in Invercargill.  
This has resulted in delays in replying 
to accommodation requests and frustra-
tion on the part of many entrants.  The 
problem has arisen from a conflict between 
our coordination supplier and individual 
suppliers in the district.  Despite the best 
efforts of the Management Team this has 
still not been satisfactorily resolved.  At 
this stage a new coordinator operating 
through the same address is being put in 
place to remove further potential conflicts.  
This will be in operation by the end of 

May and hopefully the backlog quickly 
cleared.  

Accommodation was always going to 
be tight in Invercargill for the Rally.  We 
have not received the anticipated numbers 
enquiring about the camping ground to 
date.  This is putting additional pressure 
on other providers and all other options 
are being explored at present.

We have received enquiries regarding 
changes to the information supplied in 
the Invitation To Participate.  There are 
not changes and present and at this stage 
do not have any planned.  All planning is 
proceeding according to the information 
included in the booklet.  

A further update will be provided in 
the next Beaded Wheels.  By this time we 
will be able to give information on entries 
received the popularity of Monte Carlo 
Routes.

In the mean time do not hesitate to 
let the Management Team know of your 
queries.

Russell Hawkes
Rally Director.

vero Rally 2006 
VCC Diamond Jubilee 
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A record 26 Vintage and Post Vintage vehicles turned out 
on a glorious sunny Saturday morning to embark on the 
PV/PWV Vintage Venture. Having been advised to bring 

a picnic lunch, rug and sunscreen, members found themselves 
venturing out through a series of back roads towards Riverton then 
inland and along the outskirts of the Pourokino Valley and on to 
Cosy Nook on the coast.

There’s a lot more to Cosy Nook than just its endearing name. 
Pahi (Pahia), as it was originally named by Maori settlers after 
Ngai Tahu chief Pahi, has long been an important cultural and 
historical Maori settlement site. During the 1820s Pahi, boasted one 
of the oldest and largest villages in coastal Murihiku (Southland) 
consisting of 40 – 50 whare (houses).

When English sealer John Boultbee arrived in Pahi in 1826 he 
found a sealer, Jack Price, living as a Pakeha Maori with his Maori 
wife Hinewhitia. Pahi’s village had by then become a bustling 

centre of exchange and contact between Maori and European 
traders.

During earlier tribal hostilities between Ngati Mamoe and Ngai 
Tahu in the 1700s the fortified pa on Matariki Island, which lies 
just offshore, was a place of refuge in times of threatened warfare. 
The 1997 Ngai Tahu Settlement returned Matariki Island and the 
small rocky inlet to the Ngai Tahu Tribe.

Captain George Thomson, Harbourmaster of Bluff and brother 
of J.T. Thomson, the surveyor, named the property Cozy Neuk, 
after his homeland Scottish village.

Cosy Nook, as it is now known, provided a lovely lunch spot 
and ample time to catch up with other venturers before the return 
trip back to the clubrooms. A series of questions pertaining to 
local points of interest and landmarks were used to determine the 
best navigator, Denise McDowell, who ably navigated her husband 
Ferg in their 1930 Triumph Super Seven.   F

VINTAGE Venture
Article and photos by Glenys McKenzie

Aspiring members Ashleigh McKenzie, Matthew and Amy Jenkins enjoying a picnic lunch in front of Ray Tressler’s 1929 Austin Chummy

Vintage Venture entrants at Cosy Nook.A comfortable lunch stop at Cosy Nook.
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The Southland Rally is traditionally 
held on the first Saturday of February, 
which this year coincided with the 

Centenary of the Tractor being held in 
Gore over Waitangi Weekend. Rather than 
compete with the event the rally organisers 
elected to make this event their destina-
tion.

The rally commenced with a field test at 
the Waverley Park departure point which 
tested people’s ability to ease their vehicles 
forward sufficiently far to illuminate a light 
but not so far that they rang the attached 
bell. A short series of questions were posed 
as entrants lined up in their respective 
departure lanes. Each of the three routes 
had a timed section.

The choice of three rally routes was 
offered, the short being 60 miles, medium 
85 miles, and long 122 miles. The medium 
and long routes had stretches of hard packed 
gravel, which led the entrants through 
some spectacular scenery in the Catlins 

and up and along the hills overlooking the 
Mataura Valley. 

The second field test was held at the 
conclusion of the rally at the Gore A & 
P Showgrounds where we were met by 
members of the Gore VCC. This test 
required entrants to ‘pulverise a possum’ 
reminiscent of the same test held at the 
Easter Rally in Greymouth. This test was 
held in the main ring of the Gore A & P 
Showgrounds and gave the crowd a view 
of a wide variety of Vintage cars being put 
through their paces and was followed by a 
short parade around the ring.

The Centenary of the Tractor featured 
steam powered traction engines, the very 
first tractor to arrive in New Zealand and 
displays of the various makes and models 
of veteran through to present day tractors. 
The inclusion of a display of Vintage cars 
was warmly received.

Entrants motored at their leisure back to 
the clubrooms at Ariki Avenue for a 
barbecue tea and prize giving. bw

Supporting Vintage Tractors
Article and Photos  Glenys McKenzie, SVCC

Southland Rally 2004 Results
VINTAGE AND VETERAN MOTORCYCLES
ROAD TEST & FIELD TEST
Ray McCulloch  1911 Abingdon King Dick
POST VINTAGE & PWV MOTORCYCLES ROAD TEST - 
Ron Nind  1953 Francis Barnett  Falcon
POST VINTAGE & PWV MOTORCYCLES FIELD TEST 
Keith Jenkins  1955 Triumph
VETERAN 4 CYLINDER CAR ROAD & FIELD TEST
Ray Lindsay  1916 Model T Ford      
VETERAN 1 & 2 CYLINDER CAR ROAD & FIELD TEST
David McKenzie  1912 Renault   
VINTAGE CAR ROAD TEST
Ray Clearwater  1928 Ford Pickup 
VINTAGE CAR FIELD TEST
Barbara Ballantine  1929 Nash 
PV CAR ROAD TEST
Robin Hunt  1936 Chevrolet            
PV CAR FIELD TEST
Michael Weusten  1935 Austin Seven Ruby  
PWV CAR ROAD TEST
Ian Scobie  1948 Fordson Truck 
PWV CAR FIELD TEST
Ian Scobie  1948 Fordson Truck  
P60v CARS ROAD TEST
Ewan Hilston  1960 Morris Minor  
P60v CARS FIELD TEST
Warren King  1967 Volkswagon  
Concours de Elegance
VETERAN AND VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE 
Ray McCulloch  1911 Abingdon King Dick
PV AND PWV MOTORCYCLES 
Keith Jenkins  1955 Triumph
VETERAN CARS 
Roy Shanks  1912 Model T Ford
VINTAGE CARS 
David McIvor  1924 Beardmore
PV AND PWV CARS 
Robin Hunt  1936 Chevrolet
P60v CARS 
Nev and 
Noelene Coutts 1968 Ford Cortina
BEST LADY DRIVER 
Joy Rendel 1972 Mercedes
FIRST PLACE OVERALL MOTORCYCLES 
Ray McCulloch 1911 Abingdon King Dick
OUTRIGHT WINNER OF RALLY 
Ray Clearwater 1928 Ford Pickup

Parade of traction engines.

Roy Shanks, 1912 Model T Ford

Ashley Bell, 1912 Renault

Nev and Noelene Coutts, 1968 Ford Cortina
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Saturday 6 March turned on a lovely sunny afternoon for the 
2004 Southland Veteran Car Rally. Twenty-one vehicles 
entered and nineteen completed the 23 mile run out to Bluff. 

The timed section took entrants to the Bluff Island Harbour 
foreshore for a series of field tests which including testing the 
navigators ability to ‘post a newspaper’ from a moving vehicle. 
After the field tests entrants motored around to Stirling Point for 
afternoon tea. Named after Captain William Stirling, the area 
was originally home to a whaling station established by Captain 
Stirling in 1836. The world famous Stirling Point signpost attracts 
thousands of visitors each year. It gives directions to twelve desti-
nations including Invercargill’s sister city Kumagaya in Japan. 
With the glorious weather most opted to have their afternoon tea 
at the Point rather than in one of the two eating establishments 
located there. 

The return route took entrants past some interesting sites in the 
township of Bluff, which included the Waddel family homestead 
at 90 Bann Street. The house had been in the Waddel family 
ownership for over 100 years before being sold in 1986. The house 
known as “Tai-nui” is the finest example of colonial architecture 
in Bluff and enjoys a panoramic view over Bluff Harbour. 

Armed with their map of Bluff and Bluff Heritage Trail brochure 

Southland Veteran Rally 2004
Text Glenys McKenzie  Photos: By Michael Weusten 

Results 
MOTORCYCLE Road Section - 
1 Malcolm 
 McDonald  1906 NSU
2 Ray McCulloch  1911 Abingdon 
          King Dick 
MOTORCYCLE Field Section  
1 Malcolm 
 McDonald  1906 NSU
2 Ray McCuIloch  1911 Abingdon
           King Dick 
CLASS ONE MOTOR VEHICLES 
Road Section
1 Ashley Bell  1912 Renault
2 David McKenzie  1912 Renault 
Field Section
1 Wayne Nicoll  1908 Cadillac, 
2 Doug Willis  1906 Reo 

CLASS TWO MOTOR VEHICLES 
Road Section 
1 Starr McDougall  1918 Oakland
2 Ray Lindsay  1916 Model T Ford 
Field Section 
1 Colin Pearce  1912 Sunbeam
2 Jim Taylor  1914 Metz 
MOTOR CYCLE CONCOURS
Ray McCulloch  
1911 Abingdon King Dick 
OUTRIGHT WINNER MOTORCYCLE
Malcolm McDonald  1906 NSU 
BEST NAVIGATOR  
Raewyn Birss 
BEST PERFORMANCE BY A FORD 
Paul Herron  1911 Model T Ford 
HARD LUCK TROPHY 
Bill Richardson  1911 Willys Utility
OVERALL WINNER
Colin Pearce  1912 Sunbeam 

it is hoped that entrants appreciated Bluff for being more than a 
port town. 

Entrants had a series of observation questions to answer on the 
route and Raewyn Birss took top honours as the best navigator. 
The afternoon concluded in a social hour and the announcement 
of rally results at the Clubrooms.  bw

David McKenzie and navigators Stacey McKenzie and Amy Jenkins posting the newspaper from a 1912 Renault.

Gerry Pethick checking the height of Colin MacRae’s Clement Bayard headlamps View of Ray Lindsay’s 1916 Model T Ford  
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BEHIND THE  WHEEL

Text John St Julian  

ALVIS      1938 4.3

The admiring glances of Saturday morning shoppers said it 
all. The late 30s sporting Alvis models had a style all their 
own and there is no denying the visual impact of the low 

build, long bonnet, impressive radiator and big head lamps, all 
strikingly proportioned and business like. This magnificent 1938 
4.3 L Short Chassis Tourer by Vanden Plas had just completed 
the 2003 Alvis New Zealand Tour featuring 50 Alvises of which 
27 were shipped over for the event from the United Kingdom. 
The opportunity to experience this car before it returned, there 
being no 4.3s currently resident here, was too good to miss and 
after some quick calls to owner Mike Baker of Cheam, Surrey 
to obtain his okay and arrange insurance, it was all go and here 
we were, battling the Parnell traffic en route to a photographic 
rendezvous in the Domain. 

Built by the Alvis Car and Engineering Company Ltd of 
Coventry, the 4.3 was the ultimate development of Alvis pre war, 
with a 4397cc six cylinder ohv motor developing 137 bhp at 3600 
rpm, sufficient to propel the car at 103 mph in top gear and 80 

This magnificent Sports Tourer visited New Zealand for 

the 2003 Alvis New Zealand Tour. The opportunity to 

experience this car before it returned was too good to miss  

– our man Behind the Wheel, John St Julian, shares the 

secrets of this super sports tourer.
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mph in third, shattering stuff for the 30s 
and it was not until 25 years later that this 
kind of performance was again available 
from a current Alvis. 

From the start, Alvis were renowned 
for sound construction, high speed, relia-
bility and good road holding, at lower cost 
than several contemporaries. Innovative 
engineering gave the first British produc-
tion front wheel drive car, the first British 
car with independent front suspension and 
the world’s first four speed all synchromesh 
gearbox. During the 1920s Alvis had a 
distinctly sporting image with numerous 
racing successes at Brooklands, Ulster, 
Le mans and elsewhere, and developed 
such exotica as a 120 mph 1.5 litre super-
charged straight 8 FWD model, but in 
spite of this (or perhaps because of it) 
the firm was in dire financial straits by 
1930 and announced their retirement 
from competition. On the advice of their 
London distributor, Charles Follett, Alvis 
went up market, with emphasis on quality, 
handling, performance and long sweeping 
lines giving the impression of speed. 

In 1931, these attributes were incorpo-
rated in the new Speed 20 tourer. Good 
looks were assured by a “double dipped” 
chassis sharply curved up and over each 
axle, permitting a noticeably lower floor 
and seating position with radiator little 
higher than the wings and a long stylish 
bonnet. Brisk performance was provided 
by a refined 2.5 litre ohv 87 bhp six giving 
an 88 mph top speed and this plus quality 
engineering, a stiff cross-braced chassis and 
excellent handling made for an attractive 
package at a moderate price. 

The Speed 20 was later upgraded with 
independent front suspension featuring a 
transverse leaf spring behind the radiator 
as the upper links and A frame lower 
links, and an all synchro-mesh gearbox, a 
world first. This layout remained through 
subsequent 31/2 Litre, Speed 25 and 4.3 
Litre models. In 1934 engine capacity was 
increased to 2762 cc, but competition from 
rivals with larger engines was intense and in 
1935 Alvis followed suit with the 31/2 litre 
model, featuring an all new 115 bhp six and 
longer wheelbase, allowing more spacious 
bodywork for the carriage trade, with bodies 
tending to more formal saloons, sedanca de 
villes and drophead coupes. 

This 3.5 litre engine was incorporated 
in an improved sporting model for 1937, 
the Speed 25, virtually an upgraded Speed 
20 and many consider this and the 4.3 
which followed were the finest pre war 
cars produced by Alvis. There was no 
let up in competitive pressures. In 1936 
Bentley had introduced their 41/4 litre 
model, and the Lagonda LG45 with 4.5 

litre Meadows six set new standards in 
striking coachwork. Following suit, Alvis 
announced a 4.3 litre model in August 
1936. The capacity increase necessitated a 
new block and sump and the resulting 22 
bhp power increase made the new model 
the fastest normally aspirated saloon on the 
market, while good looks were assured by 
a bonnet line actually lower than on the 
31/2  litre. 

This brings us to the Alvis featured 
in this article. In 1937 the 4.3 litre 
Short Chassis Vanden Plas Tourer was 
announced. With wheelbase 3" less than 
the standard 4.3, the car was virtually a 4.3 
litre engine dropped into a 3.5 litre Speed 
25 chassis and would comfortably exceed 
100 mph and out accelerate a supercharged 
Mercedes 540K or V12 Lagonda, but at 
£995 was not cheap when compared with 
cars such as the 31/2 litre SS 100 Jaguar at 
£443. EDU 53 is one of 12 Short Chassis 
Vanden Plas Tourers constructed, and one 
of two to visit New Zealand in 2003. 

First Impressions 
To one more familiar with light, fragile 

devices, this is a big car close up, its size 
disguised from a distance by the low build, 
large 19 x 550 tyres and long louvred 
bonnet with an attractive two tone white 
over green colour scheme. 

The business-like frontal aspect is 
dominated by high mounted 10" Lucas 
P100 headlamps above twin driving lights 
and horns, all set purposefully ahead of 
an impressive slatted radiator. Being a 
four seater the hood is large and when 
erected makes the Alvis look somewhat 
dumpy, but like many cars of the period, 
the lines are much improved with the 
hood stowed. At the rear, the body curves 
down gracefully, following the contour of 
the mudguards, with spare wheel let into 
the boot lid and encased in a shapely spun 
cover. One mudguard showed signs of an 
altercation en route, reported to involve a 
particularly aggressive possum, or so Mike 
would have us believe. 

Rear hinged doors when opened reveal 
beautiful Vanden Plas coachbuilder’s 
plates, and being set back to ease access 
to the rear seats the forward position of 
the front seats relative to the door require 
a correct entry technique, easier with the 
hood down. It is left leg in first, slide in 
under the steering wheel then draw in the 
other leg, avoiding the hand brake lever 
on the right. The driving position is very 
comfortable, with good support for the 
lower back, but seems high relative to the 
cutouts in the doors at elbow height. Tall 
people look through the top of the low 
windscreen, and out from under with the 

behindthewheel

Factory Specifications  
Engine 6 cyl push rod OHV

Bore/stroke 92 x 110 mm

Capacity: 4387cc

Horse-power: 31.4 hp 137 bhp at 3,600 

rpm

Gearbox: 4 speed, all synchro

Brakes: 14" drums servo assisted

Wheelbase 10' 4"

Track:  4' 2"

Weight: 34 1/4 cwt

Petrol Consumption 13-14 mpg

Max Speed 103 mph

Max speeds in gears 3rd 71 mph, 2nd 50mph

1st 32 mph
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behindthewheel

hood up, a beetle-browed effect. There is 
plenty of leg room, but not much for one’s 
left foot when not declutching, the top of 
the quite low transmission tunnel, which 
could otherwise be used, being occupied by 
a fire extinguisher. 

A large diameter green thick-rimmed 
steering wheel is offset slightly to the left 
and tended to rub on this driver’s left leg, 
but this was soon not noticed on the road. 
Around the steering wheel boss are clearly 
labelled levers for ignition advance/retard; 
hand throttle open/closed; lamps, side and 
tail, off and there is a central horn button. 
A control on the dash allows a soft/hard 
[ie strident) horn tone to be selected. 

As would be expected in a car of this 
class, instrumentation is comprehensive, 
arranged in a polished wooden dashboard 
set back under the raised scuttle. From left 
to right there is a fuel gauge, speedometer 
(specially located for nervous passengers), 
choke, oil pressure gauge, water tempera-
ture gauge, ammeter, tachometer red-lined 
at 4500 rpm and Luvax shock absorber 
control, allowing the damping rate to be 
adjusted on the run. 

The overall impression of quality and 
innovative engineering continues on 
opening the bonnet. The easy accessi-
bility and uncluttered lines of the engine 
is a complete contrast to those in today’s 
cars festooned with a forest of wires and 
gadgets, it moreover, points the right 
way. On the driver’s side the glossy black 
cast iron cylinder block dominates and 
the camshaft is driven from the rear of 
the block by chain, which also drives 

the distributor, and via a coupling, the 
generator and an in-line water pump, 
mounted low down beside the aluminium 
crank case. Ignition is by coil and distrib-
utor, the leads being routed neatly in a 
chromed tube beside the highly polished 
aluminium rocker cover. Twin SU electric 
pumps on the bulkhead provide the fuel. 
Also on the bulkhead is a large chromed 
oil tank for the Luvax hydraulic jacking 
system, together with a pump powered by 
a removable hand operated lever, while 
other reservoirs contain oil for the adjust-
able shock absorbers and for a Luvax 
chassis lubrication system. How many of 
today’s cars have such refinements? 

On the other side triple SU carburet-
tors are partially hidden by an elegant 
black cast aluminium air manifold with 
twin connections to a not so elegant air 
cleaner. A heat shield below the carbu-
rettors is evidence of the familiar Alvis 
petrol vaporization problem. This car does 
not have the standard belt driven fan, 
but a Kenlowe electric type controlled by 
switches below the dash, a useful fitting 
in traffic. Prominent between engine and 
radiator is a leather gaitered transverse leaf 
spring, the upper element of the famous 
Alvis independent front suspension. 

Road Impressions 
The starting procedure was set out on 

a card for the benefit of those handling 
the cars on arrival and departure: set 
choke, retard ignition, open hand throttle, 
ignition on, pump up petrol, press starter - 
fires up instantly! Push in choke, advance 
ignition, close the hand throttle so the 

accelerator takes over and we are ready 
for the off, with the engine ticking over 
with a subdued and refined six cylinder 
burble. Fortunately this car has the accel-
erator on the right. To one not used to 
it, driving some other UK Alvises with a 
centre accelerator through the Auckland 
traffic was a nerve wracking experience. 

It is a long reach forward to release the 
hand brake on the right, but the gear knob, 
in the time honoured road test jargon, 
“falls easily to hand” and snicks into gear 
in a most satisfying manner in a conven-
tional H pattern, reverse being to the left 
and a noticeably long way forward. Clutch 
action is light and takes up smoothly and 
as the car moves off the exhaust becomes 
distinctly more throaty, rising to a roar 
echoing off nearby buildings as we climbed 
a steep hill, quite a change of character. 
With loads of torque, revs didn’t need to 
exceed 3500 rpm, at which the engine 
starts to sound busy, but this represents 55 
mph in third gear and 80 mph in top. In 
traffic the brisk acceleration kept pace with 
moderns, but the engine heated rapidly 
and the electric fan was most useful. This 
car is more at home on the open road. 

Steering is heavy at low speeds, but 
lightens as speeds increase and is accurate 
with no wandering on the road. The 31/4 
turns of the wheel lock to lock requires 
much arm work on sharp corners and 
travelling at speed along a tight winding 
road would give quite a work out. A 
spirited climb up through the esses in the 
Auckland Domain provoked much tyre 
squeal and some heeling over. Discretion 
and lack of suitable roads prevented 
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winding up the car sufficiently to test for 
under or over steer. 

An advanced feature for the period is 
servo assisted brakes, essential on this 13/4 
ton car, as I found while allowing it to roll 
downhill with the ignition off. It took a lot 
of stopping. Even with the servo the cable 
operated 14" drum brakes, which really fill 
the wheels, require firm pedal pressure but 
pull the car up smoothly in a straight line. 
The car’s weight tests the handbrake also, 
and retardation is leisurely rather than 
sudden. What an impressive view through 
the windscreen, though. That long bonnet, 
big head lamps and high guards, gently 
bouncing over the road undulations, with 
absolutely no scuttle shake, body rattles 
or noticeable chassis flexing, quite unlike 
certain sports cars I have known. This car 
is solid. Progress is much quieter with the 
hood down. This is released by a little lever 
in the centre of the windscreen, and once 
one got the hang of it and the function 
of the various covers and tonneaus sorted 
out, it folded neatly behind the rear seat, 
transforming the side view of the car. In 
the front seats there is little wind effect, 
but it is a different story in the rear. 

This big Alvis would excel at comfort-
able, high speed touring. It feels unburstable 

with reserves of power and acceleration 
that would make for effortless, safe and 
relaxing travel over long distances. I can 
now understand the superlatives in the 
late 30s road tests, and the opportunity to 

experience this great car rates highly in my 
motoring memories. 

bw

DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN, 
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Owner Mike Baker and the  SB at the Ellerslie Concours.
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This Rally was held over four days at Easter but allowing 
some travelling time on the first and fourth days for those 
coming from afar and with restricted time available. With 

over 250 entries and branches from Auckland to Southland 
represented, over 580 people took part. It was a very popular 
event, a huge job for the organisers and a wonderful weekend for 
everyone.

Founders Park, a delightful grouping of old time and replica 
buildings, displays, and some working businesses – set out in 
streets, made a lively and picturesque centre for Rally operations. 
The large meeting room, now called The Granary was once the 
top storey of a five storeyed wooden landmark in Nelson - the 
Convent. Some of the nuns’ cubicles remain in the very top even 
now. Further down the street is the Nelson VCC Clubrooms, in 
the form of an old-time garage.

Registration on Friday, with a welcoming cup of tea, set the 
tone for a friendly and social weekend. Later on, a meal and music 
made  a great get-together atmosphere to renew old friendships.

Saturday started with a briefing at 8.45 am before entrants 
started on their chosen route. With four routes to choose from all 
classes of vehicles were well catered for. Classes of vehicle eligible 
for this event were: Veteran, Vintage, Post Vintage, Post War, Post 
1960, Motorcycle and Commercial.

The Pioneer Route over flat sealed roads was approximately 50 
miles long and was for fragile vehicles, veterans, commercials and 
mopeds. 

Moutere Meander was suitable for all types except fragile vehicles; 
scenic roads, all sealed and about 80 miles. Wandering country 
roads and gentle rolling hills made this route a superb drive.

THE NATIONAL SOUTH ISLAND EASTER RALLY

Hosted by the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand Nelson Branch
Celebrating their 40th Anniversary
Text by Helen Le Cren, Nelson

Two model Ts under the wing of the Bristol Freighter

David and Goliath - Ray Fairweather, 6.5 litre Bentley and P Jeeves, 1960 Messerschmitt 
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Golden Downs Tour of about 110 miles on sealed roads was 
suitable for all types of motorable vehicles and the entrants were 
impressed by the rich autumn-coloured deciduous trees planted in 
large clumps amongst the pine plantations.

A longer route of 140 miles with some unsealed roads made up 
the last option, the Scenic Route. Crossing the Rosedale Saddle 
and climbing Jacob’s Ladder took them on an interesting variety of 
roads with the backdrop of a good fall of snow on the mountains 
to enhance the scenic beauty. 

Different routes crossed or joined each other for short distances 
making it impossible to follow someone else and ensuring a change 
of interesting cars to travel with throughout the day.

All routes converged on Rabbit Island for the lunch break and 
there was much comparing of experiences with people on other 
routes. The afternoon sessions completed the day’s mileage and 
took everyone back to the Founders Historic Park for more chat 
before the evening’s festivity. 

The 40th Anniversary Cocktail Party was tremendous fun. 
With the dress code requirement being dress in the period of 
your car it had to be a winner! Most people went to great lengths 
to dress appropriately - dark suited gangland spivs mixed with 
country squires and flannel wearing, boater topped tennis players. 
All the ladies looked fabulous from the flappers to the full skirted 
rock and rollers. The fox furs and fur coats were out and very 
useful too as the evening was a little chilly. One unforeseen bonus 
of having extended the years of eligibility for vehicles is the wide 
range of period costume at an occasion like this! 

The birthday cake was cut by Dennis King, founder member, first 
Nelson Branch Chairman and current Branch Patron, assisted by 
Ken Ivory, another foundation member who had entered the same 
Ford Model A at this rally as he drove at the first Nelson Rally forty 
years ago. 

Top marks to the Rally Committee for this idea, what a great way 
to celebrate your birthday. Also, well done for arranging alternative 
bus transport for those who want it, for this night and for the dinner, 
a very responsible and thoughtful option to put in place.

Sunday was public display day and concours judging and another 

chance to meet up with friends for a bit more car talk before being 

whisked away to try your hand at the deceptively simple looking 

gymkhana events.

Neil and Anne Dorne - Nelson - 1916 Locomobile

Day one and the assembled cars.

Rally Director - John and Leslie Barker - Nelson - Austin 7
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The presentation dinner was held at the Maitai Club not far away 

from Founders Historic Park. National President Leigh Craythorne, 

who was an entrant in her A40 Sports spoke and made the presenta-

tions to prize-winners, assisted by John Barker, Rally Director. The 

evenings were enlivened by the humour and friendly manner of Rob 

Thompson, MC for both evening occasions.

The two optional picnic runs on Monday allowed for people 
making their way out of Nelson by the two main routes with lunch 
stops at Murchison or at Pelorus. Some Nelson entrants accompa-
nied them for a final picnic lunch and farewell.

Grateful thanks to Rally Director John Barker and the Rally 
Committee: Lesley Barker, John Stickney, Geoff Morris, Rob 
Thompson, David Campbell, Neil Dorne, Tony White, Dale 

Ross and Irene McDonald - Nelson - 1926 Chev Pickup

John & Denise Jones, Marlborough - Triumph TR6 Chris & Pat Railton, Bay of Plenty - 1937 Railton Concours entrant 1958 Nash Metropolitan Jim and 
Kaye Paterson - Canterbury

Nelson Patron Dennis King helped by Ken Ivory 
cuts the 40th anniversary cake.

Rally Director John Barker (centre) helped by John 
Stickney and June Campbell at the registration desk.

National President Leigh Craythorne presents the 
Townsend Trophy to Stuart Calder - 190SL Mercedes
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Conlon, and Graeme Johnson for all your work and planning. 
Thanks also to the many helpers who marshalled, catered, assisted 
generally and provided security. Because of your efforts all those 
who attended have had a great time.

Photos from the National South Island Easter Rally 2004 from 
Delwyn Bassett, PO Box 852, Nelson. Phone 03 548 6585 or 025 
220 7813. E-mail delwyn_bassett@hotmail.com 

bw

List of Main Prize-winners:

Townsend Trophy - Concours
Stuart Calder, Nelson 1957 Mercedes Benz 190SL
Penzoil Trophy - Branch Competition
Canterbury Branch: Joseph McClintock, Ian McKinley, Rod Burbery, Andrew 
McClintock.

PPG Trophy - Overall Winner
1 Pat and Sharon Kennedy, Nelson 1915 Humber
2 Ray and Carolyn Maguire, Nelson 1929 Ford A
3 Lindsay and Myra Saunders, Canterbury 1939 Ford V8
Class Winners 
Veteran Pat and Sharon Kennedy, Nelson  1915 Humber
Vintage Ray and Carolyn Maguire, Nelson  1929 Ford A
PV Lindsay and Myra Saunders, Canterbury 1939 Ford V8
PWV Russell and Jean Hankey, Nelson  1947 Citroen
P60v Colin and Ina Divers, Ashburton  1972 Triumph GT6
Motorcycle Phillip and Marietta Jeeves, Canterbury 1960 Messerschmitt
Commercial Ian and Noreen Nicholson, Ashburton 1929 Ford A Pickup

As the pictures show there is still a keen interest in events for 
small engined machines such as mopeds etc. This lot is a bulk supply 
which Gary Beaumont of South Otago Branch brought down from 
the North Island recently to expand the stock in South Otago. 
I understand that some of the machines have already been put 
through their paces with more to follow.

MORE 
MOPED MADNESS …
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Wanganui branch had a special 
reason to celebrate this week-
end. Being the first North 

lsland branch to be formed way back in 
1954, together with hosting the North 
Island Easter Rally just doubled the 
excitement.

The weather started doubtfully prior to 
the weekend, (Wanganui even made the 
national news with its freaky hailstorm 
on the Tuesday). However, many entrants 
arrived in town early, prepared to make the 
most of their time and enjoyed the one day 
runs to places of interest during the week. 
Included among this was the re enactment 
of the first Wanganui Vintage Car Rally, 
which a large number of entrants enjoyed 
on Good Friday.

The venue for rally headquarters was 
the centrally sited Wanganui Racecourse 
with ample space for the 196 cars entered. 
The huge conference rooms/catering facil-
ities ran extremely efficiently through the 
weekend.

On Friday night rally packs were distrib-
uted, giving competitors the opportunity to 
see who their travelling companions would 
be, plus a rally briefing from rally secretary, 
Robert Baines. Chairman Stephen Voss 
welcomed all present and Rally Committee 
Chairman Dave Austin gave some light-
hearted promises of what to expect over 
the weekend. (Pedal cars included!). A 
light supper followed. 

Saturday morning dawned cloudy 
with cold wind, but fine weather, as 

all entrants lined up to begin the rally 
from 8.40 am. Four different routes were 
available, catering for little Veterans up 
to P60vs. The first car was flagged away 
by foundation member Dick Lyth (with 
the assistance of three Easter bunnies, one 
hare, and the usual eggs).

The longest route (with metal roads) 
crossed the Dublin Street Bridge to 
Wanganui East, proceeding on to Matarawa 
Valley, Fordell, Turakina Valley Rd, and 
headed for the hills northwest of Marton, 
Hunterville and reached the lunch stop at 
Taihape College.

Regardless of the choice of route, every 
competitor returned with the same story 
“we were absolutely amazed at the huge 
flood damage still very apparent from 

“Awesome”, “cool”, “wicked”, “tremendous” ....according to one’s “age group”, 

any one of these words heard continuously through the Easter weekend in 

Wanganui to describe the cars making their way through town and countryside 

alike would suffice!

NORTH ISLAND EASTER RALLY & 
WANGANUl 50th BIRTHDAY, 2004
Text and Photos   Fay Chamberlain.
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the huge February storm in the district/
hinterland, to see it first hand was an 
experience!”

The other three routes also left 
Wanganui, either via the Dublin Street 
Bridge through Wanganui East, or the 
Town Bridge up Durie Hill, all converging 
at Fordell and on to Turakina Valley 
Road. Through various secondary roads 
round about, through, or avoiding Marton 
(according to length of route), all headed 
north to their lunch stop at the Scots 
Hall in Hunterville. The local caterers 
swapped aprons for drum kits and pipes 
and gave some wonderful after dinner 
entertainment!

The afternoon trip home took very 
similar roads to those going upcountry in 
the morning, and once again the big feature 
was the storm-damaged countryside. Empty 
houses, dried caked mud flats, desolation 
and depression everywhere.... The cold 
winds continued and the hot cuppa waiting 
at headquarters was very welcome.

Saturday evening was very sociable with 
a full house enjoying an excellent dinner, 
plus entertainment. The Glendarroch 
Scottish Country dancers gave a rousing 
performance of various reels, etc. followed 
by a line dancing display led by local club 
member Pat Gowan.

Sunday morning saw activity early once 
again as cars lined up for the gymkhana 
(and the promised pedal car races)! The 
local Hot Rod Club members did the spade 
work for this event and cars rolled through 
smoothly.

The afternoon display of cars began at 
1 pm. Nobody could have been more 
amazed (even the organisers themselves) 
at the number of folks who arrived to 
inspect them!

Buckets filled with gold coins as happy 
families filed in. During the display buses 
ferried people to the riverside where they 
rode on Wanganui’s paddle steamer, the 
Waimarie.

Another fine tea for around 400 people 
followed on the Sunday night, with prize 
giving following. The 50th birthday 
cake for the Wanganui branch was cut 
by Dick Lyth (foundation member) and 
Lisa Turner, (youngest member). Speeches 
came from the Mayor of Wanganui, Mr 
Chas. Poynter, who presented a suitably 
inscribed plaque to commemorate the 
occasion. A member of the Crossley 
Club also presented a book to celebrate 
their 100th birthday this year, and Mr 
Rob Knight, North Island Club Captain 
presented a 50 year birthday certificate to 

the branch from the National Office of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ.

Delighted prizewinners received their 
various awards, with the overall winner 
Peter Webster gaining much applause. The 
Maxwell Team trophy was taken by the 
Manawatu Branch, and the Todd Park 
Restoration Trophy was won by a very 
happy Bruce Leask.

Thanks were then extended (prior to 
a great display of rock ‘n roll), to the 
very hard working committee for the 
event, to all their wives and supporters, 
marshals, etc. and to everyone who came 
and made the whole weekend so 
memorable! (There were no volunteers at 
this stage to do the next 50 year 
celebration!) bw

Opposite page from left to right: Foundation member Dick Lyth in his Rover. South of Hunterville, Allan & Bruce Farrand, 1926 Ford Model T. Dave & Liz 
Livingston (Palmerston North) sent off by the hare.

Norm & Ellie Pay Ford V8 Convertible in 
gymkhana.
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RESULTS
Veteran
1 Rob & Pat Knight, Palmerton North. 1906 Alldays
2 Ian & Fay Chamberlain, Wanganui 1906 REO
Vintage (-2500c)
1 Ron & Jackie Upchurch, Lwr Hutt 1927 Austin Chummy
2=  S & T Winterbottom, Pukekohe 1928 Sunbeam Tourer
 Alan & Helen Pratt, Wellington 1925 Crossley
3 Tom & Marka Hudig, Eastbourne 1924 Crossley
Vintage (+2500cc)
1 Peter & Andy Webster, Whangamata  1928 Ford Model A Tourer
2 Lachlan & Maureen Scott, Palmerston Nth  1924 Buick Tourer
3 John & Anna Veneberg, Upper Hutt  1929 Chevrolet AC Coupe
Post Vintage
1 Dave & Liz Livingston, Palmerston Nth  l933 Austin 12/6
2 Roy Haywood & Bev Meads, Feilding  1939 Dodge D11
3  D Crooks & R Dempsey, Wellington  1935 Morris 8 Sports
4 Bryan Morris & Annette Cox, Hawera 1938 Vauxhall DX Sedan
Post War
1 John & Linda Kendrick, Wanganui 1955 Rover 90
2 Paul & Carol Fussey, Auckland 1957 MG A
3 Murray & June Baird, Far North 1946 Ford Bus. Coupe
4 Robin Simpson, Porirua 1956 Borgward Isabella
Commercial
1 Howard & Marion Sims, Masterton 1928 Ford Model A Pickup
2 Pat Gowan & Mort Andrews, Wanganui 1946 Chevrolet Pickup
Post 1960
1 Hal & Anne O’Rorke, Hamilton 1967 Jaguar 3.8S
2 Cliff & Shona Wickham, Rotorua 1963 Ford Anglia
3 Peter & Merrill Harris, Whangarei 1966 Singer Vogue
Overall Winner
Peter and Andy Webster 1928 Ford Model A Tourer
Gymkhana
Andy & Mary Watson, Rotorua 1963 Jaguar Mk II
2=  Z & S Menzies, Rotorua 1967 Daimler Sovereign
B James & A Ashwin, Wanganui 1966 MG B
Best Vehicle (Public choice & winner Todd Park Restoration trophy)
1 Bruce & Mary Leask, Palmerston Nth 1918 Essex Roadster
2 Norm & Ellie Pye, Orewa 1950 Ford V8 
Best Vehicle (Entrants choice)
Brian & Lyn James, Palmerston Nth 1941 Chevrolet Coupe
Maxwell Team trophy
Manawatu Branch
Furtherest entrant
Dick & Beth Wardell, North Otago 1924 Lorraine Dietrich

Clockwise from top left: Whangaehu flood damage State Highway 3. Earl & Gwyn 
Grant, 1928 Willys-Knight on display.  Hunterville lunchstop. Bruce Leask winner 
of Todd Park Trophy. Thankyou to two hard working ladies Gaylene Orr and 
daughter Nikita. “It’s not just a men’s club”! Rob Knight’s 1906 Alldays.

Above. Hal & Anne 
O’Rorke on the backroads 
of Taihape. 
Left and below: Peter 
Schmidt, Triumph Herald, 
discovers yet another way 
to strike up a conversation!
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The dream finally became a reality - two years of planning 
and meetings by dedicated people ensured the event far 
exceeded expectations and could well and truly be regarded 

as successful.
Thousands of people headed to the inaugural Waitara 2 Waitara 

weekend event. The public was treated to entertainment and 
displays during the carnival-like event and enjoyed the market 
stalls which lined the streets of the town.

The Vintage car rally was the main attraction for this weekend. 
It was also an occasion to fully promote Waitara as a positive and 
vibrant place to be and to show that a small town can, with enthu-
siasm and dedication, attract people to participate in an organised 
series of events.

It was gratifying to receive 54 entries, some from Auckland, 
Waikato, Wanganui, Manawatu, and Horowhenua to add to our 
own Taranaki entries and allowing nine different classes to be 
catered for. 

Funding for the big weekend came from several different sources 
including the New Plymouth District Council and the Taranaki 
Electricity Trust. Other sponsors allowed us to present prizes to 
the winners of each section and also to have spot prizes for all who 
attended the rally by using a draw on all entrants rally numbers. A 
special issue of Pete’s Post stamps was released to commemorate the 
event. The stamps featured the winners of a Waitara school painting 
competition and sold well at the weekend.  

Any rally of this proportion needs both dedication and experi-
ence. The rally team Colin Johnston, Des and Colleen Moore and 
Rob Thomson provided both. Des Moore who organised the timed 
trial road rally said “After forty-eight years of being involved in 
organising car rallies it is very different now from four decades ago 
– faster, and more traffic on the roads.”

 A Friday night Noggin and Natter was held at the local Waitara 
Town and Country Club. This was also the rally headquarters 
and it proved to be a valuable venue as it offered beautiful and 
comfortable surroundings, including a fully equipped restaurant. 
On Saturday entrants attended the official opening of the weekend 
and we were pleased to see that many people came dressed up for 
the rally. Entrants really looked the part and certainly added to 
the atmosphere. This was followed by a gymkhana event in the 
picturesque Pukokohe Domain. Entrants had seven events to 
compete in. 

On Saturday afternoon a street parade was held with hundreds 
of people lining the main street of Waitara to watch this main 
attraction of the day. The appearance of the road rodders who 
held their convention at Onaero for the weekend was an added 
bonus for the crowds along with stock cars, Fire service tenders, 
the huge waka that came from Hamilton, first response vehicles 
and other floats. At night, free entry to a jazz evening was offered 
to all entrants.  

Waitara 2 Waitara     Text  and photos Colin Johnston   

“The dream became a reality” - the Mayor of New Plymouth District Council, two years 

of planning and meetings by dedicated people ensured success. The event far exceeded expectations…

Geoff & Dianne Blackbourn and daughter from Taranaki,1925 Dodge. New Plymouth District Council Mayor, Peter Tennant, with Peter Webster and 
his 1928 Ford A Tourer, Auckland.

Julia Lowe, Waikato & Ann Johnston, Taranaki with  
the Lowe’s 1926 Buick Standard 6 Tourer.

Harry and Pauline Davy, Taranaki, with their 1926 Dodge.
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The road time trial took place on Sunday and the Mayor of the 
New Plymouth District Council, Mr Peter Tennant, introduced 
the entrants and make of each car  as he flagged them on their 
way. The entrants followed a course which took them around the 
streets of Waitara and then headed out into the North Taranaki 
countryside where it was easy and relaxed motoring with beautiful 
scenery. The rally course returned to Waitara for a lunch stop 
and time to allow entrants to explore the various activities that 
were taking place. Later the timed trial started again and entrants 
headed off with straight-line navigation and written instructions. 
The rally returned to Waitara for the final check-in time and there 
was ample time to enjoy the rest of the organised activities. On 
the Sunday night a dinner and dance and prize giving was held 
where the seven spot prizes were drawn. The entrants won some 
wonderful prizes.   

The weekend included the provision of transport to venues and 
rides on Vintage machinery and devices which added to the theme 
of things, from rides on the diesel train and restored jiggers and the 
double decker bus, to the old Waitara fire engine and the Tuk Tuks. 

The Chairman of the Waitara 2 Waitara organising committee 
Mr Craig MacFarlane was overwhelmed. “The weekend far 
exceeded our expectations; there was a truly great atmosphere” Mr 
MacFarlane said. Estimates put the number of people at Waitara 
on Saturday at between 5000 and 7000 people. Mayor, Mr Peter 
Tennant, said “The dream became a reality”. It was a triumph for 
those people who where involved in organising it. Vintage car 
drivers from outside Taranaki told him they were impressed with 
the event and would be back. Rally Organiser Colin Johnston 
said “the entrants who attended this event were special people 
and they are the ones that made the weekend, just to see them 
enjoying themselves and bringing their wonderful vehicles to our 
town made all the two years of planning most worthwhile “. This 
was the inaugural Waitara 2 Waitara weekend event and it is 
hoped it will continue to be held.

The rally from the Rally Secretary’s perspective.
Some many, many months prior to the event, Colin Johnston 

suggested I be Rally Secretary to the Waitara 2 Waitara Vintage 
Car Rally. Why not, I thought, I have done it before – it’ll be a 
breeze.

Following the release of the entry form, the initial response was 
rather slow which was a bit of a worry. I then cast my thoughts 
back a decade or so to the good old days when one undertook 
the task as Rally Secretary to numerous Taranaki Branch events 
- some things never change.  Eventually a response from 50 or so 
entrants was sufficient to ensure the weekend would be a success.

The task of plotting the route was the domain of Des Moore, 
and Colin and I (as muggins) were to check them. No doubt 
a simple task you might say, but not when you are caught in a 
thunderstorm and cloudburst out the back of beyond in an MGB 
with the hood down, the result - sopping wet, totally. Initially the 
decision was made to rally over two routes, one fast and one slow. 
All very well, but the response from entrants was, at this point, 
dismal. Not a worry, did I hear someone say (me included) - put 
them all over the one route. Yeah, only need one set of instruc-
tions, just have two average speed options, send the slow class off 
first, all so simple, aren’t dead brain cells a gift. Then, the penny 
dropped, we will have all the fast class entrants attempting to pass 
those entered in the slow class on narrow, winding, rural roads. 
How many passing moves? Too many to even think about, so back 
to the drawing board, and back to two rally routes.

Eventually with all the organising in place, the weekend arrives 
with many of the entrants arriving in Waitara late Friday afternoon 
and into the evening. With the Rally H.Q. at the Waitara 
Town and Country Club, the setting was convivial with much 
reminiscing and many laughs as entrants signed in for their rally 
packs and a bit of a noggin and natter. As the evening progressed 
the tone was set for the weekend. Just magic. The events of the 
weekend have been documented by others, but I cannot resist 

Entrants and their cars at West Quay, Waitara at the finish of the timed trail. Neil Carter Taranaki, competing in the gymkhana event which he won driving 
this  1928 Morris Cowley commercial.

Beryl Watson and Veronica Oliver both from 
Taranaki, in period costume.

Robin and Silva Voss, Taranaki, with their 1936 
Morris 8.

Terry and Sally Reed, 1928 Austin 16/6 sedan, 
placed second in Raising The Flag at the gymkhana.
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putting into print an observation. I have 
for many a year claimed it should be the 
navigator who receives all the accolades 
upon success at any Vintage car rally, not 
the driver. Two local participants, Robin 
and Sylvia Voss in a trusty Morris Eight, 
were competing in the gymkhana events, 
one of which I was checking. They arrived 
at the test, the banter started, driving skills 
versus navigating skills, the outcome being 
a change of their roles in the following 
day’s rally. The result, no more need 
be said, only that someone will not be 
navigating again - did I hear Sylvia say 
someone was, well, hopeless, even lucky 
to get back to Waitara, so he is relegated 
back to steering.

Thanks Colin and Des, the old team 
are a bit older but not yet broken, thanks 
to Robin and Sylvia for being party to 
many a laugh, and my thanks to all who 
participated in this event, it was enjoyed 
like old times.  

Rob Thomson. Rally Secretary.
bw

RESULTS
VETERAN 
1 Steven Oliver Taranaki
2 Jim Watson Taranaki
VINTAGE slow  
1 Rodney Oliver Taranaki
2 Owen McGughey Waikato
3 Doug & Marilyn Surgenor  Taranaki
VINTAGE fast
1 Terry Reed Manawatu
2 Harry Davy Taranaki
3 Des & Phylis Cornwall Taranaki
POST VINTAGE fast
1 Hayden Lovegrove Waikato
2 Pat Stieller Taranaki
3 Don Huggins Auckland
POST WAR fast 
1 Bill Durling Taranaki
2 Milton Smith Taranaki
3 Selwyn Warren Wanganui
POST 1960 Fast 
1 Roger Lunt Waikato
2 Steven Voss Wanganui
3 Noel Jannings Taranaki
COMMERCIAL 
1 Bryan Hopkins Taranaki
MOTOR CYCLE 
1 Robert & Marg Guddop Taranaki
POST VINTAGE / POSTWAR slow
1 Robin & Silva Voss Taranaki
GYMKHANA EVENT 
1  Neil Carter Taranaki
2 Terry & Sally Reed Manawatu
3  Don Huggins Auckland

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

VINTAGE PV 
AND PW
1912-80

ENGLISH
AMERICAN

CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS
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Jim Beeby, South Otago Branch photog-
rapher, answered an advertisement in 
Beaded Wheels early in 2002 inviting 

any members interested in visiting the 
giant Hershey Vintage Car Display and 
Swap Meet and to help on the restoration 
of an old house. Jim made the contact in 
our spring of 2002 and was off to Louisa, 
90 miles south of Washington for the 
experience of a lifetime.

The double-storied house was built in 
1795 and the owner was keen to restore 
it to its original condition. The house 
was built by CW Ford, in the days when 
Captain James  Cook was discovering the 
islands of the Pacific.

Hershey, the home of the famous 
chocolate founded by Milton Snavely and 
the venue of the swap meet, was a highlight 
of the trip. After more than two days at the 
meet, Jim could not take in any more of 
this vast array of Vintage motoring treasures 
and what seemed to be miles and miles of 
headlights and bumpers. The writer was after 
a couple of books on International trucks, 
not available in New Zealand and out of 
print. At Hershey there was a marquee  as 
large as a city town hall, full of books and 
there  were the two books required.

Being intrigued with the restoration and 
that part of the United States of America, 
Jim returned this spring, to see the house 
looking good and to renew some acquaint-
ances from a year ago. However this time 

it was not the Hershey Swap Meet that 
was the entertainment but the arrival of 
cyclone Isabel. The devastation, fright and 
fear of this storm left no doubt in Jim’s 
mind where the best place on earth would 
be – Balclutha. So it was back home, 2 kilos 
lighter and in time to join in the Fiordland 
Rally to Te Anau on 17 October 2003.

Jim was joined by his navigator Joan 
Davey and left for Te Anau in the 1937 
Austin Ruby.

Some South Otago members left on 
Friday and took the opportunity to visit 
Milford Sound on Saturday while the 
bulk of the local cars left on Saturday and 
travelled up through Raes Junction,  Heriot, 
Waikaka, Lumsden for lunch at Mossburn.

Jim Beeby in the 1937 Austin was joined 
by Barry Delaney (1930 Ford A), Malcolm 
McIver (1955 Singer), and Kerrin Tweed 
(1962 Vauxhall), to make up the South 
Otago team for the field trials.

The accompanying photos show the 
1795 house before and after. Also some 
shots taken by Jim at Te Anau, the 
Southland AA Ute, Don Ferguson 1934 
Chevrolet Coupe from Gore, and Betty and 
Robbie Boulton of South Canterbury 
driving their 1937 Chevrolet Coupe. 
Gaynor Falconer has taken the photo of the 
South Otago contingent stopped at the 
Raes Junction Hotel. bw

From Louisa to 
Te Anau
Text Billl Cross, Photos Jim Beeby

Example: 
475-19

4ply

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA
562 595 6721 • Fax 562 595 0381

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS
GEORGE CALDER LIMITED

307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH
PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482
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1925 CHEVROLET Restored set of hood irons 
and professionally crafted wood bows – $775. 
1918 Model EX45 Buick 6 cylinder touring, 5 
passengers; unrestored with chassis no 379 898 
and engine no 437 436. $4,500 ono. Phone 03 
434 9470. Mem.
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AUTOMOTIVE WOODGRAINING 
When restoring your car there is only one 
way to restore your metal window frames 
& dashboard: metal woodgraining. For infor-
mation and free quotes contact Alan Markby. 
Phone 03 445 0988 or write to 11 Boyne 
Place, Cromwell. Mem.

FOR SALE

1955 CHEVROLET PICK-UP. Complete grille parts. 
Little rust. Park light surrounds, good condition. 
Pair of reflectors and lenses. Blue flame block 
and head – no ancilliaries. Open to offers. Phone 
09 274 6644. Mem.

1960 107E FORD PREFECT, 4 speed, OHV engine, 
genuine 83,000 miles, sound and very original. 
Reg on hold, original papers and handbook in 
the family since 1962 now needs some TLC. 
Offers. Fax/ph 07 377 3368 Taupo.

6 to 12 VOLT INVERTER Run a 12 volt radio/
cassette/cd or other electric units in your 
original 6 volt vehicle. Please note change of 
contact details. J. Hibbs, 41 Totara park Road, 
Upper Hutt, phone evenings 04 526 4592. 
Mem.

1965 Honda Step-thru 50 cc electric start 200 
miles since restoration $800. Also BSA dual seat 
for B31 or B32 excellent condition $80. Phone 
03 544 5214. Mem. 

1966 BSA C15 250cc. Restored in showroom 
condition, original blue and cream. $3,700. 
Phone 03 544 8159. Mem.

ALFA ROMEO GUILIETTA comprehensive factory 
workshop manual plus parts manual. Huge 
over 1,000 pages in original factory ringbinder. 
Excellent condition. $150.00 Phone 03 322 
1256, Chch. Mem.

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography 
or space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
$12.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement. Members must be 
financial and state their Branch..
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$20 members, $24 non-members. 
Photo Ad in Box
$32.00 members, $44 non-members, enclose a 
clear photograph and an SAE if return required.
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$50.00 members, $54 non-members, enclose a 
clear photo and an SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch, to arrive not later than 10th of 
month preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900.00 $720.00
Half Page $490.00 $390.00
Horizontal Quarter Page $270.00 $216.00
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at 
an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space for 
advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are made 
by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels or the 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product or service 
to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be construed as 
endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the text 
of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves the 
right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the aims, 
objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission 
Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which 
indicates or could reasonably be understood as indicating an 
intention to discriminate by reason of sex, marital status,  religious 
or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all care in drafting 
advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as the magazine 
and the Club.

marketplace

1928 MODEL A FORD TUDOR Liz would love 
to be in a family again. Just loves to rally. New 
WOF & Reg. No rust very tidy lady. $15,000 or 
come and make me a reasonable offer. Phone 
07 549 2812.

1929 DESOTO SEDAN Full body off restoration 
completed 2000. runs really well, selling due to 
ill health. For more information phone 07 571 
3464 or fax 07 571 3465. Mem.

1931 MORRIS MINOR. Overhead cam motor 
used for 20 years but now needs re restoration 
or major tidy up. Reg on hold as is with spares 
$4,000. G & C Wiblin, 88 Wither Rd, Blenheim 
phone/fax 03 578 8418, email myschacht@
hotmail.com

1937 ARIEL VG500 MOTORCYCLE Restored to 
pristine order. Twin port exhausts with fishtail 
mufflers, chrome petrol tank with original 
fittings. $10,000. Phone 06 876 8465 evenings. 
Mem.

1937 CHRYSLER SPARE PARTS, brake master 
cylinder, fully reconditioned like new $150. 
Complete engine and box good condition $200. 
Front axle complete and diff, various bits and 
pieces offers please. Phone 07 346 3505 a/h.

1938 CHEVROLET SEDAN partly restored many 
extras. $4,000. Phone 06 753 3569 email ian.
rookes@xtra.co.nz

1939 CHEVROLET COUPE RESTORED. Excellent 
condition. Reg & WOF $18,000 ono. Phone 03 
216 6368.

1942 WWII JEEP. All authentic. Rebuilt 10 years 
ago as farmlet workhorse. Good reliable vehicle. 
$11,000 neg. Phone 06 357 5921.

1951 FORDSON E83W TRUCK Reconditioned 
motor, new paint and upholstery. Very tidy, runs 
well. $4,000 ono. Phone 07 895 4747.

1953 MORGAN FLAT RAD. bits. L/F guard, 5-16” 
wheels, dash, headlamps, gauges, white vinyl 
hood and tonneau, starter, steering wheel, 2 
doors, more. $800 to clear. 03 322 1256.

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and sealed 
beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine bearings, 
engine mountings, head gasket/sets, pistons 
and valves, timing chains and gears, flywheel 
ring gears, tyres, carburettors, magnetos, etc, 
for all makes and models, especially: Austin 
Chevrolet, Chrysler, Ford, Hillman, Morris, 
Standard, Vauxhall. 

Ronald Lever, 
87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South Auckland. 

Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

AUTOMOBILE QUARTERLY We have 
availab le nearly every copy of Automobile 
Quarterly from Volume 1 No 1, to Volume 
34 No 4. Wheels on Paper Ltd, situated at 
5/173 Chester Street East, Christchurch, open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 
Telephone 03 366 4404 Fax 03 366 4406, 
email:info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

BOOKS Motors of Today 5 vol set by Thornton 
Rutter. Good condition for Vintage library. 
Mechanical details of many makes and models 
circa 1925 offers vicinity $550. Phone John 09 
625 8876. Mem.
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RARE AND OLD BOOKS. Just arrived 
Maserati by Orsini and Zagari, Cord The L.29 
Front Drive Legend by Post, The Austin Seven by 
Boddy, A story of Formula 1 by Jenkinson, Legend 
of the Lotus Seven by Ortenburger. Wheels on 
Paper Ltd, situated at 5/173 Chester Street 
East, Christchurch, open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday. Telephone 03 366 4404 
Fax 03 366 4406, email:info@wheelsonpaper.
co.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage wood work requirements, I can 
reproduce your car’s woodwork from original 
parts, patterns and photos. Model A parts 
made to order, also Morris Traveller Van kits. N 
Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau Rd, 
Marton. Phone 06 327 6164.

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES 
large stock of new and used for all types of 
vehicles from early 1900s onwards including 
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors, 
trucks. Transport book-find specialists. 
Mail, phone and secure online orders. 
DML Transport Literature & More. www.
manuals.co.nz Phone 03 614 7900. 
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS

FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC & ODDBAL
L ENGINES.

We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 
rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings 

at competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

HUBCAPS – ANY PROBLEMS CONTACT ME
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 101/2" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten 
Replica Manufacturing (2003) Ltd,  Ph 025 247 
7956, 160 New York Street, Martinborough. 
Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

BUICK 1939 SEDAN Motor fully reconditioned 
and balanced. Body restored and painted. 
Brakes restored. Needs upholstery and left rear 
door. Panelled, driveable. $12,000. Phone Nelson 
Taylor 027 492 1027

CHROME 16" WHEEL TRIMS. Still only $49.95 
per set of four include GST and freight. Visa 
accepted. Ph 03 377 0029

SPORTS SALOON BODY BY MARTIN AND KING. 
Two door, 4 light, suit larger 1930s chassis. 
Dismantled but complete and sound with all 
fittings, panels, glass, seats etc. Good original 
green leather. Alan Bryce 03 215 6383. Mem.

PENRITE OILS. We carry a full range from 
Vintage to Modern Engines. Lubricants for 
pre-1984 HD motorcycles, gearbox oil for 
Japanese 2 strokes. Full range of diff, steering 
box and gearbox oils. Competitive prices. Try 
us first. M.S. Coombes Ltd., 344 St. Asaph 
Street, Christchurch. Phone 03 366 7463, Fax 
03 366 7462.

MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED.
We can restore that faulty pump, including 
fuel resistant diaphragm. Work fully guaran-
teed. Contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall St, 
Christchurch 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 03 
342 5677. Mem.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

DODGE 4 STARTER/GENERATOR as is $60. Ph 09 
425 7015 Warkworth.

ESSEX 1930 SUPER 6 SEDAN 4 door. Fully restored 
in 80s. Good all-round condition , goes well plus 
spare parts. Must sell owner going overseas. 
$13,500 ono. Phone 03 573 8134, Picton. 

FORD 10 E93A excellent motor, Aquaplane 
head, twin SU carbs, freeflow exhaust, water 
pump. Prepared for period special but little 
used. Good 17” wire wheel and tyre. Other 
wheels. Complete good rear axle. Also BMC A 
type several good diff heads, various ratios. Alan 
Bryce 03 215 6383. Mem.

HARLEY SIDECAR CHASSIS, guard etc (1919) 
very good condition, sell or swap. Excelsior 
saddle, barrells, gearbox parts, 1916-22. Model 
A horn. Offers for above or swap for 1925-28 
Harley 7/9 front guard, rear stand, rear brake 
parts or other parts. Will purchase also. Phone 
09 299 8801. Mem 

HILLMAN STRAIGHT 8 1929 parts to build 
a sports car. Chassis, 2 engines in bits, gear 
boxes, steering, front and rear axles, prop shaft, 
radiators, plus brass surrounds, brass head 
lamps. Boxes of bits. Very rare, only 4 or 5 left 
in the world. $3,000 ono. Phone David 06 877 
4559. Mem.

HUDSON 1930 SALOON interior door handles, 
cast in brass. Phone 027 426 579.

EUROPEAN HOLIDAYS. Camper vans, 
motorhomes and cars for hire. Excellent helpful 
service, best rates in UK. For brochures phone 
07 853 2711 or phone Kiwi Hire Direct 44 1 432 
870 410 fax 44 1 432 870 875

NEW BOOKS: Just arrived new copies of the 
following out of print books. Jensen Interceptor 
by Taylor, Ford Cortina Mk1, by Wood, Lotus 
Eleven by Ortenburger, Studebaker Cars by 
Moloney, Maserati 3011 by Jenkinson. Wheels 
on Paper Ltd, situated at 5/173 Chester Street 
East, Christchurch, open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday. Telephone 03 366 4404 
Fax 03 366 4406, email:info@wheelsonpaper.
co.nz

MGB ROADSTER 1967, 154 000 miles original 
condition throughout, maintenance receipts etc 
available. No rust, current reg. & wof. A nice car 
$15,000. Phone 07 544 0931 Tauranga. Mem.

MOTORCYCLE PARTS AVAILABLE FOR SALE/
SWAP: 1919? Harley tanks and wheels. 
1965? Ducati 100cc running, oleomatic fork 
parts Panther/Scott? Indian Powerplus parts, 
Sunbeam 250cc motor 1937, Norton Dominator 
tank early, Douglas 90 plus heads and tank, BSA 
1935? tank, Ariel plunger twin frame/tank, New 
Imperial 150cc/250cc unit parts, Royal Enfield 
model G and J parts. Contact Phil  Phone 03 464 
3135 email powerplusindian@xtra.co.nz

MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE. 1960 BSA A10 
matching numbers. 1954 Ariel Red Hunter, 1950 
BSA ZB 33. Phone 03 434 5103. Mem.

NEW VALVES FOR 28-29 CHANDLER. Pair rear 
guards 28 Rugby, gear box for Hillman 10 hp 
Minx 1935-38 or 14 hp 4 cyl 1938. Many parts 
for Ford 10 7w 1937-38. Parts for Essex 28 and 
29. Phone 04 389 6895 mem.

PACKARD WIRE WHEEL 21” 80 mm spline, BMC 
1300 auto box and block, 4 mini ROH mags, 
Standard engine complete early Vintage, Sunrise 
gas generator, pair Veteran light forks, Smiths 
8000 rev counter, pair CAV electric head lights. 
Phone 021 043 7673. Mem.

TUBES 5 MICHELIN heavy duty 26 x 5/6 inch , 
815 x 105, 815 x 120, 880 x 120, 895 x 135, 
935 x 135. $960 for the five. Firm price and as 
job lot. Ph/fax 09 428 1075. Email v.emerson@
clear.net.nz  mem

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
We can supply many new old stock distributor 
parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built 
a New Zealand wide reputation for restoring 
worn distributors to as new performance 
and finish. All aspects of repair undertaken 
including Vacuum Advance Units. Work fully 
guaranteed. contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall 
St, Christchurch, 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 
03 342 5677. Mem.

BROCHURES: Over 1,000 original sales 
brochures available, new stock always 
arriving. Wheels on Paper Ltd, situated at 
5/173 Chester Street East, Christchurch, open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 
Telephone 03 366 4404 Fax 03 366 4406, 
email:info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

REPRODUCTION PETROL PUMP GLOBES. 
Ideal for petrol pumps, games room or the 
garage. Very good quality plastic reproductions. 
Three styles available, many brands available on 
lollipop (Big Tree) Globe. For more details contact 
Allan Brookland. Mem Phone 03 213 0930 or 
email am.brookland@clear.net.nz  Also interest in 
buying original globes. 
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VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 389-
0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model Boat 
Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. Note 
change of phone number.

VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201, 
page 17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size 
or made to your measurements. Phone/Fax  
Allan on 06 844 3959 or 025 469 331 to 
discuss your requirements. Allan Jones Joinery, 
Napier. Member.

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape 
spokes. New beaded rims available in 
some sizes. Phone Vern Jensen 06 323 
3995, 3 Cornish Place, Feilding. Mem.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. Contact; George Calder, 307 
Hoon Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 
5372, Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

SU FUEL PUMPS REBUILT, we rebuild your 
pumps 6V and 12V. We also stock a full range 
of spare parts. All work fully guaranteed. 
Contact SU Fuel Pump Services (NZ). Phone 
Rick 0274 528 178 or 03 383 9119 afterhours. 
Email: sufuelpumpservices@inet.net.nz

VANGUARD 1963 SIX CYLINDER very good 
original condition reg, wof $1000. Phone 03 313 
3094 Rangiora

WOODEN WHEELS. One set No 5 to suit Century 
Six Hupmobile and one used set to suit DA 
Dodge. Phone 03 348 6073. Mem.

1929 WILLYS WHIPPET SIX CYLINDER 
SEDAN Older restoration in very good 
condition with current Reg & WOF. Original 
handbook and some spares. $13,500 ono. 
Phone 03 310 6281. Mem

CHEVROLET 1939 MASTER DELUXE COUPE 
111,000 original miles, factory push button 
radio and heater, loaded with period acces-
sories, 235 Blueflame engine. Runs and drives 
excellently, hard to find this nice $23,500. 
Phone 07 544 4953.

1923 SUNBEAM 14 hp 3 DOOR TOURER 
Goes well, fully reconditioned mechanicals. 
Restored mid nineties, very few miles covered 
since then. Reg on hold. Excellent condition. 
$30,000. Phone for further info 03 383 3132. 
Mem.

1918 BUICK TOURER 6 CYLINDER, older 
restoration, upholstery and hood renewed 
by amateur. Five new tyres, runs well. Ideal 
enthusiasts project. $8,500 ono. Phone 09 298 
5269, 027 664 6104.

WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM ANYONE 
who has or knows of the whereabouts of 
this model Wolseley Messenger 21/60 as I’m 
lonely. Phone 07 886 7698, email: jodolph@
xtra.co.nz

WHEELS ON PAPER LTD Rod and Bev hope 
than when this issue goes to print our new 
shop situated at 5/173 Chester Street East, 
Christchurch (just off Fitzgerald Ave) will be 
open for business. Please call in to see us and 
view probably the best range of motoring 
literature in New Zealand. We stock original 
Sales Brochures and Period Advertisements, 
new copies of many out of print books plus 
latest titles and a superb range of old and 
rare titles.

WHEELS ON PAPER LTD: During the 
unexpected prolonged move to new premises, 
that hopefully will be completed shortly, we 
have experienced problems on a borrowed 
computer and lost many emails. If you sent an 
email between April 8 and May 6 could you 
please resend. We apologise for any inconven-
ience. Please note new telephone number 03 
366 4404 and fax number 03 366 4406

MODEL T FORD PARTS 2 radiators complete 
with shrouds, 1 complete motor with Distributor 
conversion; coil boxes; 2 x blocks & crankshafts, 
heads etc; 3 x sumps; 2 x diffs & radius rods 
- incomplete; 1 x front mudguard bracket; 3 
x front axles & stubs; 3 x complete steering 
columns; chassis parts; front hubs; 12 x carburet-
tors; steering arms; 3 x tourer doors; 1 x roll of 
new clutch band lining; 2 x front wheels; 1 x rear 
wheel; 3 x tyres and split rims; spring u-bolts; 
2 x wheel tyre removers Model C (Hercules); 3 
x starter motors; 3 x generators; 1 x bulkhead 
firewall; 1 x doorway foot panel. Miscellaneous 
Parts including 2 x wheels, 4 x Oakland hubcaps; 
1 x Ford A Chassis - handbrake on rh side; 1 x 
single cylinder engine (International). I would like 
$2,500 for the lot. Contact Cyril Jordan phone 
09 405 9769, fax 09 405 9723, email jordanen@
ihug.co.nz.
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MODEL T WHEELS, TYRES, TUBES & FLAPS.
Wooden felloes, front hubs, and bearings, rear 
hubs with brake drums, painted yellow and 
black. Tyres are 30 x 31/2 (Firestone) are in near 
new order. Ready to use. $2,600 the lot. Phone 
07 856 0102.

1934 CHEVROLET JUNIOR COUPE. Excellent 
condition throughout. Some spare parts, as 
good as it looks. $25,000 ono. Phone 09 625 
4905. Mem.

1937 PLYMOUTH BUSINESS COUPE, RHD, 
very rare model. Good straight original running 
car for restoration. Open to serious offers. Phone 
06 272 9033.

1929 RUBY MIV COUPE Reluctant sale of a 
fully ground up restoration. No expense spared 
to make this a very reliable and motorable 
Vintage. $23,000 ono. Fax 03 325 2775 or email 
CHEV52@xtra.co.nz for full restoration history. 
Mem.

1950  AUSTIN A90 ATLANTIC CONVERTIBLE. 
Very rare. Current Reg. & WOF. Fully serviced & 
excellent running condition. Cruises beautifully. 
Currently on display at Te Puke Vintage Auto 
Barn. $16,500. Phone Keith 021-464075.

1929 CHRYSLER 65 Restored for 50th 
anniversary Rally, Christchurch 1996. Rallied 
regularly. Grey and black exterior, grey with 
royal blue interior. Current reg & WOF, original 
papers. Buy now for 2006 Invercargill. $18,500. 
Further details. Phone 09 268 4320. Mem.

1938 MORRIS 8 TWO DOOR New Reg & WOF. 
2,500 miles since full restoration. $6,750. Phone 
03 418 1596. Mem.

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE ROADSPORT 1968 
total ground up restoration with subtle 
upgrades eg external oil filter, hardened valves, 
guides and seats, electronic ignition, stainless 
spokes and bolts. Any inspection welcome. 
$11,000. Phone Mark 06 843 2410. Mem.

1927 FORD T WELLSIDE PICKUP UTE. Current 
Reg & WOF excellent order. $16,000 includes 
gst or ono. Phone 07 863 8081.

FORD PREFECT 100E 1956 1 lady owner from 
new in UK 34 years then two collectors. 85,000 
miles, original seat coverings, original moulded 
rubber floor mat, side valve motor runs well. 
Reg & WOF. Original paper work including all 
purchase and shipping docs from UK. Rust free, 
email pics available. Offers. Phone 03 351 7015

1926 DODGE BUSINESSMAN’S SEDAN 
Body off restoration finished 1996. Leather 
upholstery, new tyres, plenty of spares. Very 
reliable, $16,000. Phone 03 359 3104. Mem.

1939 CHEVROLET COUPE UTE Bodied new 
in New Zealand. Original condition. Rallied 
regularly, new WOF & Reg. $8,000. Phone 03 
388 8901. 
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WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels cap!

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for 
this issue are Jack Hindess and Bruce Hutton QSM 
Congratulations and thanks for your contribution.
Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for 
a good article for a future issue and we are now actively 
seeking more contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors 
per issue will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels 
cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or done on 
a computer (any common word-processing program is 
okay) and they can be posted to 
Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140,  Christchurch or
 e-mail  beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz . 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken 
using a four mega pixel digital camera set at a high 
resolution. Please contact me if you wish to discuss an 
idea for an article. 

Kevin Clarkson 
Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
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• Industrial Hard Chrome   • Industrial Chemical Cleaning
• Zinc Plating   • Gold Plating   • Tin Plating  • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/

Chrome   • Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium
• Metal Polishing on steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass

• Wood Stripper

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

Cash for your car…
Book your advertisement in the next issue of Beaded Wheels. 
Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 7,000 subscribers and members of the New Zealand Vintage Car Club 

every issue – our advertising is read by enthusiasts throughout the country and overseas. Do you need to find a 
buyer for your vehicle, a vital piece for your restoration jigsaw puzzle or are you just ready to gain some space in 
your garage? Get your message directly to the people who need to hear it.

Up to 40 words including phone number. 
Supply a colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE 

for return of photo.

*$50 rate for VCCNZ members only, non-

 WANTED   FOR 
SALE

Tick which column  you require

Payment must accompany your advert.  Cheques should be made our to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & adver-
tisement to Marketplace, PO Box 13-140, Christchurch. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to 
receive discount rate. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for JUNE/JULY issue 10 MAY 2004.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no 
photo. 

*$12 rate for VCCNZ members only, non-
member rate $16

 WANTED   FOR 

Tick which column  you require
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MILWAUKEE TANKS WORKS 
USA PETROL BOWSER For 
tender, circa 1912. Restoration 
almost completed, veery 
desirable. For further details 
contact Ross 021 314 956, 
fax 03 218 8896 or email 
ross@networkelectrical.co.nz  
Tenders close 30th July 2004, 
Highest or any tender not 
necessarily accepted.

1936 FORD CABRIOLET, fresh import southern 
Californian car, solid straight car. Runand drives 
very well.$68,000.  Phone for details 03 322 
1256 (Chch)

1937 MORRIS 8 Older restoration, great runner 
in good all-round condition. Current Reg & WOF. 
Reluctant sale due to shortage of garage space. 
$6,000 ono. Phone 07 322 2699.

1962 TRIUMPH HERALD COUPE Five owners 
98,000 miles. Restored, Reg & WOF and has 
VIC. Original interior. Excellent runner and very 
reliable. Very smart in original factory colours. 
$6,750. Phone 07 888 8775.

1919 FORD MODEL T C CAB TRUCK Fitted 
with 8'6" wooden deck, very presentable and 
runs well. $11,000. This and more at the Te Puke 
Vintage Autobarn. Phone 07 573 6547.

FOR TENDER CIRCA 1912 AX TWIN CYL 
Renault project. (Above photo is only representative 
of a complete car) This is a viable project and a 
most desirable Veteran car. Further details from 
Ross 021 314 956, fax 03 218 8896 or email 
ross@networkelectrical.co.nz  Tenders close 30th 
July 2004, Highest or any tender not necessarily 

1929 AUSTIN 7 CHUMMY Burgundy beauti-
fully restored model, runs reliably everytime, 
Reg & WOF. A much admired car $15,000 ono. 
Immaculate condition. Ph Sarah 03 374 6121 
or email sarah@artists.co.nz

1941 FORD CONVERTIBLE Needs total resto-
ration but you won’t find a better start than 
this. Body is in excellent condition and comes 
with too many new old stock parts to list to 
complete this very rare project. Also includes 
spare body panels. $49,995. Phone 07 823 4647 
or 027 441 0135.

1969 ROVER 3.5 P6B. This car is rust free, 
wood panels revarnished and new paint, a 
dream to drive. $10,000. This and more at 
the Te Puke Vintage Auto Barn, phone 07 573 
6547.

WOLSELEY OWNERS Did you know there is 
an active club in New Zealand catering for 
your needs? We offer a top quality monthly 
magazine, comprehensive spares service, and 
a library of technical information. Six branches 
throughout NZ. For info contact the National 
Secretary, Graham Pate, ph 07 888 0009 or visit 
our website: www.wolseleycarclub.net

1930 FORD MODEL A FORDOR Ex wedding 
car, extremely tidy inside and out. New replica 
muffler, battery, cowl lights direction indicators, 
trunk on authentic replica carrier. Reg & WOF, 
three cars, two garages, older owner! Asking 

1973 MG MIDGET. Fresh Californian import, 
body is in excellent condition, engine runs 
well, all round a great little motor car, for more 
details call Murray 07 823 4647. $8,500 ono.
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We are looking for American Vehicles. 
Particularly interested in left hand drive. 
If possible vehicles should be in working 

order but not necessarily restored.
 Also would consider vehicles in 

non-working but restorable condition.

BUICK 29/32
Sedan, Standard  6
“29”  Sedan

CADILLAC 28/32  
 33 V16?
CHEVROLET 29 “new” 6 AC International
 30 [AD] Universal
 31 [AE] Independence
 32 [BA] Confederate
 33 [CA] Master & Eagle
CHRYSLER 27/32 
 33 Six Sedan  (CO)
DE SOTO 28/30 Model K & CK Sedan
 32  (SC) Sedan
DODGE 28/33 Models include Victory 

Six ,Senior ,DA ,DL 6,DK,DP 
ESSEX 29/33 Super Six
FORD 27 Model  “T”
 28/31 Model “A”
 32 Model “B”   
 33 40 Series
HUDSON 28/31 The Hudson Six
 31 Straight 8
HUPMOBILE 27/32 Century Six
LINCOLN  29/32 Limo options (V12 

Willoughby Limousine)
NASH 27/29  Special 6
 29/31 The “400” Series

32 The “900” Series
OLDSMOBILE

28/31 Models “F28,29,30,31”
 32 (New) 8 “L32”
PACKARD 30/33    Limousine options
PLYMOUTH  28/32
 33 “PD” Coupe &”PC” Sedan
ROLLS ROYCE 

20/31 US factory Springfield, 
Mass.

STUDEBAKER 26/33

Contact Nick Weir

04 380 7430
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1934 VAUXHALL suitable for restoring wanted 
to buy. Phone 03 308 5311. Mem.

1954-60 ARIEL COLT MOTOR & GEARBOX  
complete or parts. Phone collect Carl Christensen 
06 354 1429, Palmerston North. Mem.

40 SPOKE VETERAN HUBS. One rear with free 
wheel sprocket to fit 5 1/2  inch frame width. 
One front for 4 inch fork width. Mike Little. 
06 383 8543. Email littlemenz@quicksilver.net.
nz  mem

AERIAL COLT 1954-56 motor and gear box 
complete or parts. Phone collect 06 354 1429 
Carl Christensen Manawatu. Mem.

BUICK MOTORMETERS  need type for a late 
Veteran and a mid-vintage “bone handle” 
variety. Would consider with a “neva-lost” 
locking radiator cap. Also toolkits manufactured 
by VLcheck Tool Co, Cleveland. Phoe 03 434 
9470. Mem.

CARBURETTOR, BINKS ECCLES updraft 
Rat Trap to complete rebuild of Riley v-twin 9hp 
1905. Phone/fax 09 428 1075 email v.emerson@
clear.net.nz  Mem.

CHEVROLET 37-46 window winder – must be in 
good condition. Phone Bryan Ashworth 03 322 
1113. Fax 03 322 1114, mobile 021 212 9308  
Email ziska@paradise.net.nz

ENGLISH COLLECTOR OF PRE 1918 AEC, 
Thornycroft, Napier, etc seeks anything from 
a button to a complete vehicle. Please send 
details and photo with relevant numbers to Pat 
the Anorak, Glazebrook Farm, Ashingdon, Essex, 
England, SS43Jl or phone 001 702 206686 for a 
confidential cash offer.

OIL CO ENAMEL ADVERTISING SIGNS, any 
motoring related signs; Motor Spirit; tyres; etc. 
Any items Big Tree; Texaco; Sternol; Europa; 
Sinclair; Valvolene; oil bottles; delivery drivers 
hat badges; sample tubes of oil. Interested in 
anything related to early motoring. Phone 09 
444 4066, R Ballantyne. Mem.

WANTED TO BUY

JAMES SHELDON’S BOOK Veteran and Vintage 
Motor Cycles. Mike Little 06 838 8543. Email 
littlemenz@quicksilver.net.nz   mem.

MG TA 1939 Model once owned by Jones Motors 
in Fairlie. If anyone knows of the whereabouts 
of this MG, please contact Ian Jones 03 685 
8666 (collect) or write 57 Mt Cook Rd Fairlie.

MODEL A PARTS WANTED 1928 Tudor, 1 pair 
of rear mudguards, 1 pair complete running 
boards, steel windscreen surround. Phone Jules 
03 235 8030 mem.

NEW HUDSON MOTORCYCLE PARTS WANTED. 
Also Burman AD or AP gearbox also Moss 4 
speed gearbox. I have parts to swap or buy. 
Phone Paul 09 478 9699.

NEW OR NEAR NEW BEADED EDGE TYREs 23 x 
4.4, 31 x 4 1/2 or 765 x 105. Phone 03 313 7287 
Rangiora.Mem.

HEDSTROM INDIAN CARBURETTOR or any 
internal parts for same, any condition. Also 
any part whatsoever for Hedstrom cycle or 
mechanical appreciated. Phone Roley 09 846 
9743. Mem.

HUDSON 1930 SALOON wanted to finish project. 
bumpers or parts. Brown bl ute, windscreen 
opener/catch parts, wheel rim, rim tool. Phone 
027 426 6579.

HUMBER SNIPE SPORTS SALOON 1933/34. Any 
information, handbook, technical details or parts 
etc., dashboard, instruments, photos. All eagerly 
sought. Phone Murray 03 326 6980

ITALIAN SPORTS CAR wanted for restoration. 
1947-63 coupe or spider, with aluminium body 
preferably. Phone 03 218 8898, fax 03 218 8895 
or email antfleur@hotmail.com

JAGUAR E TYPE PROJECT CAR – prefer 6 
cylinder. Sad mechanicals, bent, rusted, L.H.D. 
or long term sitter not a problem. Any leads to 
a car will be appreciated and approached with 
respect. Phone 06 344 2261 or 025 683 5442  
mem

VICTORIA VICKY 1 FM38 / L WANTED. 
Complete or in parts. Phone Gary 03 415 9169. 
Mem.

AMERICAN 1930s OR 1950s FULLY 
RESTORED VEHICLE with history. Looking 
for special vehicle prefer 4-6 seats. 
Consider special English Bentley or similar. 
Phone 09 520 0908 or 025 84 5597  
Email colinrwilson@xtra.co.nz  mem

1928-31 FORD A PICKUP WANTED TO BUY 
Recently completed restoration required. 
Professional restoration preferred. Must be 
in immaculate condition interior and exterior 
with reliable engine. Email: charnbill@
hotmail.com
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Listings for over 800 models

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592 

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch  •

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS  n   TACHOS   n    GAUGES   n    CLOCKS   n   CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz  360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ.  Phone Fax 03 366 

For all of your requirements 
contact us!

Ph/fax 03 755 6085 
Email deb.ian.cameron@xtra.

co.nz
PO Box 76

Blue Spur Road, Hokitika. 
Mastercard and Visa 

Accepted

Model A & T 
Parts

 HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864
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OTAGO BRANCH 
50TH ANNIVERSARY RALLY
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SWAP MEETS
and rallies

 8*, 9, 10 OCTOBER 2004
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information, enquiries and bookings write: “Swap Meet” PO Box 5279, Christchurch
or Phone Kay 03 352-5217.  Please note: sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated.

 No ATM or EFTPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.
PUBLIC DAYS 9, 10 OCTOBER: 9am - 4:30pm. Adults $5, all accompanied school children free.

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

Admission to the swapmeet on Members Day is by 
current VCC Membership card or site holders ticket only. 

Admission for those people accompanying a VCC member is $10 per person.

*8 OCTOBER 
Member’s Day

Saturday 17 July 2004
All eligible vehicles welcome.

Entrants receive a special 
commemorative badge.

Visit and experience 
Otago’s scenery

After a full days motoring, there 
is to be a celebratory dinner 
including high profile guest 

speakers and prizegiving.

Further information contact
Winston Wingfield,

C/o VCC Otago, PO Box 5352, 
Dunedin or phone 03 476 2323
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Auckland 
John Stokes

Not much vehicle restoration and 
movement news this issue. Tom and 
Maureen Belch have sold their Morris 
Major to Dianna Pook. New members 
include Jason Jurasovich 1930 Ford Model 
A Roadster pickup, Les and Norma Haydon 
1929 Austin tourer, Darrin Nelson and 
Sharon Neales with two 1924 Essex tourers 
a 1926 Essex Coach and a 1973 Peugeot 
504 wagon. Ton and Thomas Heus have a 
1955 Citroen Big Fifteen and a 1963 Mk 
2 Jaguar. Trevor Kenworthy has brought a 
1947 Ford V8 Jail Bar pickup.

The North Island rally at Wanganui 
was attended by, Owen and Jane Hayward 
1922 Paige Daytona, Stephen and Tracey 
Winterbottom 1928 Sunbeam 16.9hp, 
Peter and Andy Webster 1928 Ford Model 
AR, Rod and Bobbi Rugg 1930 Model 
A, Mark and Langi Ball 1930 Chrysler, 
Pat and Val Hickey 1937 Austin Big 
Seven, Norm and Ellie Pye 1950 Ford 
V8 convertible, Dudley and Fay Kitson 
1954 Wolseley 4/44, Alan and Christine 
Allbon 1954 Austin A30, Paul and Carol 
Fussey 1957 MGA, Merv and Judy Stowers 
1959 Humber 80, Norm and Pat Dewhurst 
1962 Skoda Felicia, Alf and Rosmeri 
Williams 1964 MGB, Colin and Pam Bell 
1964 Ford Mustang, Robin and Dianne 
Strachan 1965 Chrysler Valiant and Ken 
Carly 1968 Singer Vogue. The Websters 
Winterbottoms and Fussys all picked up 
serious rally prizes, which was good consid-
ering they were all on the long unsealed 
route. Pyes came second in the concours. 
Alan and Sharran Price in the 1967 
Vauxhall Victor represented Auckland at 
the South Island rally at Nelson.

 We had about twenty five entries on 
our Vintage Muster a very well plotted 
event, particularly the non competitive 
tour, rallyists and tourists were kept well 
segregated so no one obstructed anyone 
except your scribe whose 1930 Whippet 
obstructed eleven Ferraris on a back road 
near Bombay. Well done Glen and Marion 
Morris the events plotters. 

Auckland branch was also represented 
at the Fundamental Activity Rennaissance 
Tour, the Waikato Vintage Venture and 
North Shores Northern Raid. 

Banks Peninsula 
Andre Le Febvre

In late February Craig Keenan organised 
a touring weekend to Central Otago to 
take advantage of the settled summer 
weather, majestic scenery and great roads. 
It turned out to be the wettest weekend for 
months as a few brave souls battled south 
to Kurow via as many shingle roads as 

possible, including Myers Pass. Travelling 
through Danseys Pass, they came across 
the opposition i.e. John Chamberlain’s 
gang of ruffians travelling the other way. 
Closer inspection showed the branch 
chairman and a committee member 
skulking in a lowly Model A and brisk 
discussion followed! It’s not easy being 
a figurehead! The hardy saturated group 
struggled bravely onto St Bathans and 
met up with more branch members who 
had come up from the Art Deco weekend 
at Ranfurly. The famous Vulcan Hotel 
ghost made no nocturnal visitations and 
the next day they motored back to sunny 
Christchurch.

Our annual Driving Tests at Hadstock, 
home of John and Cynthia Chamberlain, 
was the best attended for many years with 
a wonderful variety of cars including five 
Jaguars XK 140/150, a Ford V8 Ute and the 
Rinaldo’s superb Alfa Romeo 6 cyl 1750.

A real highlight for many was the 
appearance of the ex Sybil Lupp MG 
TC recently purchased by Gavin Bain. 
This historic car long thought lost, is 
amazingly original, with very low mileage. 
The previous owner having had it for 
46 years. It is wonderful to see such a 
significant car again. Since last year our 
very tasteful trophy the Cynthia has been 
mounted on some lovely imitation wood 
grain so competition was intense.In spite 
of some great efforts from the Jags, a TR2, 
Riley Specials, Citroen, Peugeot and other 
proper cars a Morris Minor won! Shock. 
Horror. Gasp. The fact that it was driven 
by the very talented Avon Hyde was scant 
consolation and many of us are in deep 
shock. It just goes to show that an average 
car, driven well, will always beat a superior 
car driven erratically. Still, great to see 
young Avon finally win something.

Results
1 Avon Hyde  1955 Morris Minor
2 Phipps Rinaldo 1956 Triumph TR2
3 John Newall Austin 7 Special

Monte Carlo Rally preparations are 
progressing well and the Monegasque 
Ambassador has been notified. Regulations 
about dodgy Lucas headlights are being 
fine tuned by Equipe Escargot members 
and excitement is building for this cultural 
clash. Will a North Island team dare 
venture south? 

Bay of Plenty 
Jo Marsden

Our March mid-week run started at the 
Stewart homestead at Athenree. This area 
was settled in early times when the only 
transport was by boat and the property was 
broken in from bush. The restoration of 

this historic property is a local project that 
is making good progress.

Travelling by back roads from Waihi 
Beach, we looked at the views of Mayor 
Island and Mount Maunganui from a new 
sub-division above Orakawa Bay on our 
way to our lunch venue at Whiritoa. 

A good turnout of cars came out for 
Harold and Mary Smith’s End of Month 
run starting from the Rapurapu Reserve. 
We were joined by four cars from South 
Waikato Branch. This run took us by 
back roads to Arapuni for lunch. We then 
visited Tirau to inspect the antique and 
curio shops on the way home. This was a 
competitive run, the overall winner was 
Brian Dobson, 1913 Ford T. His navigator 
was his grandson Jaran and they lost only 
two seconds on the timed section an all 
with no speedometer!! The P.V. class was 
won by Alan Watson, 1937 Pontiac, PW 
winner Owen Goldsmith, 1951 Daimler 
Consort and the P60 winner was Neil 
Lindsay, 1973 Triumph GT Coupe.

A good contingent went to the East 
Coast Rally at Eastern Bay Branch and

enjoyed a very competitive Rally around 
the local area.

Peter and Pam Roberts travelled South 
to the Wairarapa for the Singer Club Rally 
and were shocked by the flood damage in 
that area, glad to get back to the sunny 
Bay having to detour by Napier due to the 
Desert Road being closed with snow.

Sunday 18 April and 13 cars travelled 
to Bert Watchorn’s Museum at Awakeri to 
compete for the Whakatane, Howlin and 
Jonathon White Concours Trophies.

Overall winners were Les and Jan Jeffery, 
1939 Chevrolet, second were Basil Mills 
and Kirsty Greenwood and third were Bob 
and Gordon Hyslop. The Jonathon White 
Concours Trophy went to Ian Rolls in his 
1960 MG A.

Our April speaker was Suzie O’Neill 
from Coast Care at Environment Bay of 
Plenty who gave us a most interesting run 
down on the work being done by volun-
teers in restoring the sand dunes between 
Waihi Beach and the East Cape.

We welcome new members Gavin Todd, 
1946 Ford de Luxe and Dean Aubrey. 
Murray Toms has transferred from Rotorua 
Branch

Canterbury 
Tony Becker

The widening and resealing of our main 
driveway through Cutler Park has greatly 
improved both safety and comfort. This is 
money very well spent.

Events past include the Annual 
Commercial Rally and Rear Wheel Brake 
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Rally in March, as well as the big annual P 
Group Rally.

The Commercial Rally was blessed 
with great weather with about 30 entrants 
enjoying a sunny day out in a variety of 
vehicles.

Overall
1 John and Judy Parrott 1973 Minor Wellside
2 Terry Chappell 1955 Bedford Truck
3 Alasdair Brass  1943 Willys Jeep

The Rear Wheel Brake Rally, supported 
with 47 entries, was again organised by 
Peter Barnett. They travelled the Loburn/
Leigh districts on a pleasant Canterbury 
day, ending up at an old Loburn estate, 
Chancery, for a picnic lunch.

The P-Group Rally, organised by 
Convenor Sally Kirk with lots of help, 
had almost 80 vehicles. A competent Roy 
Grainger handled Field tests.

The run took in the Summit Road 
to Motukarara, winding up the day at 
Springston’s Rabbiters Rest. A long timed 
section was part of this rally, requiring 
concentration and a little luck!

Trophy prizewinners were
Overall Jim and Joan Richie Trophy
Wayne Gath 1964 Ford Anglia
Timed Section Burbery Trophy
Bob Line  1956 MK I Ford Zephyr
Concours  Les Humm
Family Memorial Trophy 
Jim Paterson  1958 Nash Metropolitan 

April 17 was Scooter and under 250 
cc motorcycle Run. These are amazingly 
popular and 35 entrants roared away from 
Papanui Working Men’s Club on another 
bright day. Quite a long run, through scenic 
areas around Rangiora, Kaiapoi, Tuahiwi, 
Kainga and Brooklands. Everything from 
A to Z seemed represented, making for 
interesting browsing. The afternoon cruise 
via Tram Road, Eyreton, Waimak Bridge 
again ended convivially at Harringtons. 
Well organised by Mike Glenday.

The Jim Toohey annual run got 40 bikes 
out of their lairs, one for the 30th consecu-
tive time. Bob Bruce received this unique 
recognition then joined the team via the 
fords of Lees Valley, where wet feet were not 
uncommon, to end the day at Methven for 
an overnight stay and a bit of fun. Sunday’s 
return took in the 100 Years of Tractors 
Show at Kirwee while others checked out 
the motor car racing at Ruapuna.

The National South Island Easter Rally, 
though well attended in Nelson, clashed 
with Warbirds over Wanaka where many 
familiar faces were to be seen.

Both events enjoyed great conditions 
after snow had blocked all the passes to 
both venues for a time a day before the 
Easter holiday break. The 9-90s outing 
to Ashley Gorge in April was washed 
out, however, the March event went to 
Governors Bay Cholmondeley Children’s 
Home, where lunch and rides for children 
featured pleasantly on a great day.Over 
$300 was raised by John Knipers from 
members, featuring raffles of everything from 
wine to apples and donated to a grateful 
Cholmondeley Home. After lunch a short 
drive brought us to Gavin Bain’s home 
which was bristling with marvellous historic 
vehicles from Bugatti to Bentley, Ferrari to 
Fiat and Morris to MG and more.

As beautiful autumn colours paint the 
South Island in golds, yellows and reds we 
move into our winter programme which 
includes Quiz Night, Rural and Autumn 
Runs then the commemorative Irishmans 
Rally in June.

Happy Motoring

Central Otago John Loudon
Instead of a December meeting we held 

our Christmas function and some new 
faces turned up. Voting on the Tapper 
Trophy for the restoration of the year 
involved everyone who was present. Bill 
King was the winner with his very nice 
MG Roadster, a top job and a credit to 
Bill’s attention to detail and finish. 

Our newcovered in parts shed neces-
sitated a clean out in the area proposed. 
Many tons of metal were moved to the 
scrap yard, possibly some treasures going as 
well. With the opportunity to remove the 

old tyres, we borrowed a tyre remover to 
save the rims. What a job this turned out 
to be – one for the strong boys. The result 
more scrap and many destroyed rims.

The February picnic run in the Roxburgh 
area was organised by the Walkers of 
Oakland fame. The lunch stop was on the 
old track to Beaumont past the grave of 
‘some one’s darling’. A lonely place on the 
roadside recognised with a plaque which 
had been stolen recently and recovered from 
outside Te Papa museum in Wellington.

The Art Deco week in Napier attracted 
a number of our members who had a great 
time with only minor problems including 
one vehicle being towed onto the ferry 
for the return trip. They were very lucky 
with the weather and missed the major 
disruptions that affected so much of the 
lower North Island. Their return home 
was timed to join other members for the 
Ranfurly Art Deco weekend which as 
usual proved a popular venue with much 
to see and do. Even more stalls and more 
people to talk to. A highlight for some was 
the dislay by the Taieri Pipe Band – also 
the opportunity to sit down.

Mopeds have come to Central with the 
first rally being held on the 20 March at 
Cromwell. Wendy Martin is experienced 
in this type of transport and with helpers 
organised the event.

A picnic run on the 27 March saw 12 
cars assemble at Clyde and travel around 
the area, ending up for smoko at Marg 
and Bob Matheson’s under their 130 year 
old walnut tree which is reputed to be the 
oldest in the southern hemisphere.

An interesting and different guest 
speaker at a recent meeting was Hugh Clark 
giving a talk backed up with photos of his 
second working trip to the Antarctic after 
35 years. He was working on a platform 
for a new building for the Americans to 
be heated and used as a store. John Nelson 
another of our members was doing the 
blasting with Hugh driving the big cat 
dozer. All equipment supplied by the USA 
and of course top quality. One of the main 
changes the boys found down there is that 
now the main drink is Speights.

Cheers for now.

Eastern Bay Of Plenty Sue Moore
March was a busy time for our branch 

preparing for the East Coast Rally which 
was held at the end of the month. Forty 
four cars lined up at the start of what 
proved to be quite a challenging day. 
Although the route was almost completely 
confined to the Rangitaiki Plains a lot 
of ground was covered and anyone who 
didn’t pay full attention to instructions 
was in trouble! The straight-line naviga-
tion section through the southern end of 

Canterbury Branch 9-90s trip to Governors 
Bay, 10 March 2003. Over $300 was raised by 
members and donated to Cholmondeley Childrens’ 
Home at Governors Bay. This was followed by 
a visit to Gavin Bain’s stables to view his heritage 
collection of quality old (and newer) cars.
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The Bairds and several members have 
safely returned from an extended tour of 
the North Island which included partici-
pating in the National Easter Rally in 
Wanganui where the Harrises and the 
Bairds managed good placings in their 
respective classes.

The Annual get together with the 
Dargaville members, this year at Wainui 
Bay was a great time to relax, eat, swim 
and laugh. The barbecue, hangi, snapper 
and shell fish gathered nearby made for a 
great weekend.

Before the winter sets in we have a busy 
programme and hopefully will welcome 
some new office bearers at the forthcoming 
AGM. The noggin’n’natter evenings have 
been reinstated for the last Friday evening 
of the month … a social occasion with a 
shared pot luck meal. Billets for those who 
travel from afar can be organised.

Hawke’s Bay 
 Rod McKenzie 

The big event for the Hawke’s Bay 
Branch in February was our annual “Art 
Deco” rally for which we had 163 entries, 
all being pre-1945 vehicles. The organisers 
had picked the right weekend for good 
weather, and things went pretty much 
to plan. However, it was disappointing 
that a number of Vintage car type owners 
decided as non-entrants to the rally to 
“free-load” on the car parade and car show. 
The organisers have had a bit of annoying 
trouble in the past with “free-loaders” and 
this year endeavoured to exclude them from 
parts of the event with controlling marshals. 
With insurances and other things being of 
a concern to organisers of events today, the 
last thing we need are problems from people 
who want a free ride on our members who 
go to some considerable effort to make this 
fabulous weekend possible.

Several of our members attended the 
Easter rallies in both Wanganui and 
Nelson and have reported back to the 
branch on their adventures.

New members are still turning up at 
our monthly meetings with a variety of 
machinery, and in April we had another 
two couples join both with late model 
Ford T’s. It is believed that our honourable 
secretary has taken them under his wing 
for driving lessons and general tuition. It is 
great to have more examples of the “Car of 
the Century” turning up on our doorsteps.

Restorations continue and I hear that 
two Morris Eight’s from Central Hawke’s 
Bay have recently seen the light of day, 
with John and Margaret Cleland’s 1948 
model being run in, and Ron and Jenny 
Day’s mid ‘30’s example receiving new 
paint and some other general attention.

During the past couple of months we 
have had visits from two other VCC 

branches and they have been welcomed 
into our clubrooms, with some successful 
raiding of the parts sheds being completed. 
Wellington Branch were here for their 
Safari Rally in February and visitors from 
the “Far North Tour” called by. Both 
parties shared a meal with a few of our 
members at the clubrooms.

The monthly run in April had a group 
of about eighteen vehicles head south 
from Hastings via the Raukawa Road 
to Onga Onga, where they met up with 
some of the local members for a picnic 
lunch in the historic village. Following 
this, we visited a new local dairy shed and 
observed the cows being milked and fed. 
This is a massive exercise as 1400 cows are 
put through the 60 cow capacity circular 
and mobile milking platform. It was quite 
an eye opener for even some of the farmers 
and ex-cowboys among us. The produc-
tion is very high from the farm, and yet 
all the cows appeared completely content 
with their lot in life.

Plans are well advanced for our annual 
“Safari Rally” at Labour weekend when a 
good number from our club will descend 
on the Gisborne Branch for the weekend. 
We are already looking forward to this 
run and have the time planned into the 
schedule. 

Horowhenua 
The Nightingales

With our Library grant now approved 
and the Swap Meet behind us it is time to 
look at the big one of organizing the 2005 
National North Island Easter Rally which 
we are hosting. A committee is working 
already.

Our annual swap meet was bigger 
again this year with 165 stalls at the show 
grounds. A good crowd and plenty of parts. 
One wonders where they all come from. A 
great time to catch up with friends from 
all over the country from the far south to 
the distant north this year. The day was 
warm and sunny after a very wet day on 
the Friday.

Jeff Fox has been to Wanaka having 
completed a propeller for the Sopworth 
Camel. This was a huge job, first importing 
the straight grained ash from the States, 
making a special drying kiln with control 
on humidity and then dressing and 
laminating the boards. A master had to 
be made and a whole number of profile 
gauges to determine the pitch etc. This 
all came off a complicated plan that I 
pretended to understand. The final prop 
was then hand sanded and balanced after 
and between a number of coats of clear 
epoxy finish. It looked magnificent to me. 
Stuart Tantrum and Jeff fitted it to the 
aircraft and it proved to be successful. Jeff 
is a long standing club member and has a 

the Whakatane township certainly needed 
good powers of concentration! Our Rally 
Plotter Coral Worrall is to be congratu-
lated on such a well thought out run.

The main prize-winners for the day 
were:

VINTAGE
Doug Paul & 
Kate Natusch, B O P 1930 Ford Model A
POST VINTAGE
John & Shirley Foot, Waikato 1937 Buick
POST WAR
Robert & 
Glenys Braddock, Waikato 1951 Daimler
POST 60
Cliff & Shona Wickham, Rotorua 1963 Ford Anglia
COMMERCIAL
Fergus & Morgan King, EBOP 1928 Ford Model A
OVERALL WINNERS Cliff & Shona Wickham
RUNNERS – UP Doug Paul & Kate Natusch
TEAM TROPHY Waikato Branch

The Tom Gibbons Memorial Trophy for 
the best Eastern Bay of Plenty entrant was 
awarded to Barry and Tessa Keene in their 
1926 Willys-Knight.

Thirteen cars met at Matata for our 
April run and we had a really pleasant 
day of driving around back roads in the 
Pikowai – Otamarakau area, its amazing 
how many hidden treasures one finds when 
you leave the “beaten track.” Our ports-of-
call included a lovely country garden, a 
new sub-division of life-style blocks up in 
the hills, a beautiful display of paintings 
and home-made dolls and an interesting 
visit to see the restoration process of a 
1938 Rearwin aeroplane. Lunch stop was 
in the imaginative garden of Sandy Piercy 
and Paul Lett and we thank them for 
their hospitality and for arranging such an 
enjoyable day. The weather was great too!

Far North Dave Duirs
April has been a very busy time for 
members and the weather has been just 
great for motoring.

The Brian Parker Memorial Rally, very 
ably organized by first timers the Bruce 
Rodgers family, had its start in Kaitaia and 
wended its way, with clever clues, through 
the twisty, dirt roads and spectacular views 
of Diggers Valley to lunch at the Takahue 
Hall. Back at the clubrooms we enjoyed 
a great evening meal made that little bit 
classy with the tables decorated and wine 
and fruit juices served in new wine glasses.

The event was won by June and Murray 
Baird in their Ford, followed by Dorothy 
and Dave Duirs in their Peugeot and new 
starters Lorraine and Robin Parker in their 
modern. It was great to see the Clarks 
having a run in their new 29 Chrysler 
recently driven up from the South Island 
and the Coopers in their Holden tasting a 
dirt road for the first time.
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number of Norton Motorcycles. Maybe we 
will see one with propeller assisted power.

Alton Harrison has just acquired a King 
Dick Motor Cycle, and Ivan and Rita 
Benge a 1965 Riley 4/72 which had had 
the same owner since 1970.

Eddie and Ann Dittmer 1939 Ford 
Prefect, Erl and Gwyn Grange 1928 
Willys-Knight, Trevor and Glenis Hayes 
1930 Ford Model A Pickup, Tony and 
Marlene Wallace 1929 Austin 16/6, Ray 
and Nita Ivin 1930 Ford Model A Sports 
Coupe, Ivan and Rita Benge 1930 Ford 
Model A, Mike Khull 1947 Ford V8 
Coupe, and the Nightingales all attended 
the National North Island Easter Rally in 
Wanganui. A very interesting rally which 
gave us the opportunity to appreciate the 
devastation caused by the flooding in the 
Wangaehu Valley.

The Annual Ted Green Motorcycle 
Rally was held the Sunday after Easter with 
14 entrants in perfect weather. Entrants 
were local with some from Wellington and 
the Wairarapa.

Veteran
1 Roger Begg
2 David Gwynn and Don McDonald
Post War
1 Derek Ransom
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Several Horowhenua members were spotted 
enjoying the National North Island Easter rally 
held in Wanganui including Ray and Nita Ivin, 
1930 Ford Model A Sports.

Ivan and Rita Benge (1930 Ford Model A, nego-
tiating the Wangahu Valley during the Easter Rally.

2 Glen and Maureen Bull
Post 60
1 Tom Lancaster

Manawatu Robyn Corpe
Our region suffered the 100 year flood 

during February. The damage to hill 
country farms, bridges, towns, homes and 
roads has been very severe. However there 
was no loss of life and Vintage car outings 
will continue! The Ruahine Ramble 
usually held in February was cancelled and 
the Veteran country run ended up as an 
enjoyable evening meal.

Cars from all around the country arrived 
in the area for the 12 day tour organised by 
the North Island Club Captain Rob Knight 
of Feilding. Twenty two cars assembled in 
Manchester Square, Feilding on February 
28 before travelling over the Pahiatua 
Track and heading towards Castlepoint. 
After driving through the Wairarapa they 
motored over the Rimutaka Hill and 
concluded the tour with a dinner hosted 
by the Wellington Vintage Car Club.

 Anne and John Ireland with Sandy 
and Trevor Hardy enjoyed the Art Deco 
weekend in Hawkes Bay. They featured on 
the front cover of the Tourer looking very 
posh in furs and bow ties.

The AGM was held in March and we 
welcome Brian and Shona Burroughs our 
new Editors of the monthly Tourer. Past 
editors Dave and Liz Livingston have done 
a great job during the last seven years and 
now can take more time to enjoy their 
newly restored 1927 Paige.

Allan Hardacre returns as chairman of 
our club which has 215 members , and is 
in fine fettle with increasing membership.

The Wanganui Easter Rally was enjoyed 
by several members. Dave Livingston won 
the PV prize, his first ever win. Well done 
Dave and Liz and the faithful Austin 
12. Manawatu scooped the pool in the 
teams event. A highlight was a ride up 
the Whanganui River in the paddle-
steamer Waimarie. Built in London in 
1899, she was transported in kitset form 
to Wanganui. In 1953 she sank at her 
mooring but has been faithfully restored by 
enthusiastic volunteers.

New members are Chris Dufy with a 
Plymouth 4, John Edmondes and David 
Klue with Hillman convertibles and 
Christine and Ian Durham with a Ford 
Prefect.

Nelson June Campbell
The Branch mourned the loss at Easter 

of Club member Roger Harding whose 
1919 Buick Roadster won last year’s John 
White Restoration of the Year Trophy. 
Members were well entertained by 
Roger’s “Motoring Memories” which were 

published over several issues of the Branch 
newsletter recently.

A ‘garage raid’ was held in March to 
inspect current restorations, those being 
George Topliss’s 1920 Alldays & Onions, 
Denis LeCren’s 1929 Austin 12/4 Clifton 
and Des Plumnmer’s 1927 Austin 7 
Chummy. There were no contenders for 
the “Restoration of the Year’ trophy this 
year, members used the day instead to 
enjoy a tour through good gravel roads 
through the Matai Valley area.

The 2004 National SI Easter Rally 
attracted 252 entries from Auckland to 
Invercargill. Fine weather along with fresh 
snow on the mountains made the motoring 
throughout the Waimea Plains/Motueka 
Valley areas a thoroughly pleasurable 
experience. As it was the Branch’s 40th 
Anniversary, a dress-up Social Evening 
was held on the Saturday to celebrate 
this event. Patron Dennis King and fellow 
inaugural VCC member Ken Ivory cut 
the cake and the old hall vibrated to the 
sounds of old time music. Sunday was 
an Open Day at Founders Park with the 
gymkhana event, Concours judging and 
all the vehicles on display to the Nelson 
public. The Prizegiving dinner was held 
that evening and the overall winner of 
the Rally for the PPG Trophy were Pat & 
Sharon Kennedy in their 1915 Humber. 
Rally Director John Barker and his wife 
Lesley are now having a well-deserved rest, 
as well as all the members of the organ-
ising Committee who have worked so hard 
to make this the successful event that it 
was. Thanks to everyone who contributed 
and travelled to Nelson for our Rally.

Northland An Austineer
The Museum and grounds are humming 

much more than usual recently owing to a 
new director. He is spurring the clubs along 
under the grounds umbrella. More regular 
meetings are being held for all the different 
club delegates to put their imput in. With 
more exciting events being organised, the 
public patronage has almost doubled on 
Live Days. Many different themes i.e. Ford 
Day, Easter Bunny Day and of course Live, 
Live Day!! The spin off for clubs on site is 
quite noticeable.

 Our last club meeting had two guest 
speakers, Elmer Music and Paddy Hold 
entertaining us on the first year of our 
club, fun, feuds and frolics.

We had a surprise guest from the 
Waikato branch, Greg Tyrell who gave us 
an insight into Waikato affairs. 

Events on the calendar, are the Nite 
Rally on 1 May, bring your woollies, 
Mothers Day Run 9 May and Northland 
Motor Cycle Rally 15-16 May.

The results from our membership 
survey have been interesting, we seem to 

Eddie and Ann Dittmer, 1939 Ford Prefect.
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be getting it pretty right apart from, not 
having enough guest speakers, not enough 
camping trips, look ins or fun events that 
are not competitive.

Otago Arthur Bennett
It is now midwinter, repairs and 

overhauls will be in full swing. Make your 
first enquiry for replacement parts from 
your local branch parts stock. We have 
been busy for our swap meet at Tahuna Park 
with 40 stall holders and good support from 
other branches from Canterbury south. It is 
very much appreciated. A small attendance 
to update our Branch Constitution arguing 
about full stops and commas isn’t every-
body’s idea of an informative time, however 
it must be done. 

Planning is well under way for our 
Branch (the first) 50th Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations to be held in July. We are 
expecting our complete membership 
to attend. The appropriately named 
‘Wobblys’is the venue.

We still have videos available of the 50th 
Brighton Run and the National Veteran 
Rally. It is excellent very little staring at rare 
mounted Dunlop’s, Reid Rubber, Michelin, 
Good Year etc disappearing around the 
corners or into the dust.

We have started midweek runs for those 
who can’t fit in the Trophy Runs which 
are held on Sundays or want to participate 
in leisure motoring to places of interest. 

It is with regret that we note the passing 
of George Tofield of ‘Álvis’ fame and also 
noted motorcyclist attending many rallies 
throughout NZ plus a tour of India on the 
Enfields. To Alison, David and Robert 
we express our profound sympathy. Sandy 
Long has just had major surgery and after 
a period of recuperation we will see him 
bouncing back.

Rotorua Doug Green
The rallies are coming thick and fast, 

and at this time it is difficult to take 
part in all. To pick and choose the most 
suitable seems best.

Our February run was over to Kiola 
Lofts, owned by Keith and Nola, who 
always give an interesting story on racing 
pigeons, and who also are involved in 
working for people with spinal problems 
as Keith is in a wheelchair after a boat 
accident on the Wanganui river. Nola 
talked about racing pigeons with a clock in 
the loft and a digital monitor. Keith had a 
pigeon return after two years flying around 
the country. A real surprise to Keith.

The night run was a local affair, around 
town and back to the clubrooms with the 
winner to run the event next year.

Restoration news, Trevor Coker is 
working with his 26 Chev Tourer. This is 
the one he began with a hubcap and now is 
almost at the running chassis stage. It could 
be on the road sooner rather than later. 
Good on you Trev keep up the hard work.

Twelve cars set out prior to Easter for 
the Wanganui 50 Birthday and Easter 
Rally. Our run was the longest and we 
rallied through some beautiful country 
which was to be completely detroyed by 
the floods etc with many of the properties 
up to six feet deep in mud. Many of the 
farms were so badly damaged that some 
farmers are out of business. It was sad to 
see and our thoughts go out to them.

Lunch at Taihape, followed by more 
great scenery and good roads through to 
Hunterille and down close to Marton and 
back to Wanganui for afternoon tea. Sunday 
was gymkhana and show and shine. A lot of 
fun was had by all and you only had to listen 
to the competitors chatter to realise what a 
wonderful weekend Wanganui Branch had 
organised. Our trip home through the Para 
Paras into Raetihi for morning tea, then up 
through National Park and around the back 
of Lake Taupo keeping off the main roads 
was a good run. 

Our AGM is due in May and our annual 
dinner and prize giving follow. Keep up the 
safe motoring.

Southland Dave Harris
On Wednesday 3rd March nine 

vintage cars and colleagues met at the old 
Makarewa Store for yet another midweek 
run. The weather looked threatening and 
some had passed through rain on the way 
to the starting point. The cars travelled 
along a number of gravel roads which were 
in excellent condition and many we had 
not travelled on before, finally arriving 
at Dolamore Park for lunch. The more 
energetic walked around the grounds while 
the gregarious discussed the other’s cars 
and gossiped in general.

Saturday 6 March turned on a lovely 
sunny afternoon for the 2004 Veteran Car 
Rally. Twenty one vehicles entered and 
nineteen completed the 23 mile run out to 
Bluff. Rae Wilson had petrol tank problems 
which precluded him making it to the 
starting line, and while Bill Richardson did 
make it to the start a number of mechan-
ical hitches prevented him from joining 
the rest of us for afternoon tea at Stirling 
Point.

The rally began with a series of 
questions. The time section took entrants 
to the Bluff Island Harbour foreshore for a 
series of field tests. Enroute entrants had a 
series of observation questions to answer 

and Raewyn Birss took top honours. After 
the field tests entrants motored around to 
Stirling Point for afternoon tea. The return 
route took entrants past some interesting 
sites in the township of Bluff and armed 
with their map of Bluff and Heritage Trial 
brochure it is hoped that entrants appre-
ciated Bluff for being more than a port 
town.

The Rally concluded in a social hour 
and the announcement of rally results at 
the Clubrooms. Overall Winner was Colin 
Pearce in his 1912 Sunbeam.

The Restoration Rally was held on 
Sunday 21 March and attracted three 
entrants for the competitive restoration 
section. A dozen or so members also 
enjoyed the casual hour long run out 
around Kennington, Grove Bush, Tussock 
Creek and Branxholme. The run ended 
with a potluck afternoon tea while the 
judges, Jack Johnstone and Ferg McDowall, 
inspected the three entries. Bill and Elaine 
Skegg’s 1929 De Soto Coupe won both 
the best restoration and best mechanical 
restoration trophies.

The April midweek had 10 cars take 
part in spite of a number of the regulars 
being away enroute to Nelson for the 
S>I> Easter Rally. The cars travelled out 
through Wallacetown to Riverton for a 
picnic lunch. The Easter Bunny made an 
appearance and handed out Easter eggs.

A group of 9 cars set off for the South 
Island Easter Rally on the Monday before 
Easter. While four of the group stuck to 
sealed roads the rest travelled over some 
interesting roads including Danseys Pass 
and the Hakataramea Saddle. The biggest 
challenge came when crossing the Lewis 
Pass in the snow. All made it safely to 
Nelson with a broken windscreen being 
the most significant problem. This was 
soon fixed with a second hand screen 
in Murchison. Another 3 Southland cars 
travelled up on their own to join in the 
Rally. Eight of the early starters travelled 
back down the West Coast and all made it 
safely home.

South Canterbury Bill Weir
Our New Year Parade at Fairlie this year 

raised some new problems. The day dawned 
exceptionally hot and a few vehicles had 
problems due to overheating and vapour 
locking in the fuel systems. Everyone 
headed for the shade in the Domain for 
lunch . The VCC section of the parade was 
an impressive demonstration.

The Ladies Rally in mid January during 
a very hot dry spell made the route through 
Pareora Gorge and the Cannington a 
depressing sight. The destintion was down 
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a very dry and dusty road to the Mt Nimrod 
Reserve – the only patch of green, and 
sheltered as well. Here the judging took 
place for the Best Prepared Lunch.

Our Mystery Ramble on March 7, 
was organised by Russell and Joan Paul. 
Commencing from the Clubrooms, the route 
toured round points of interest in Timaru 
which included a drive through the grounds 
of the old Elloughton Grange Homestead, 
now a Rest Home, and gave the occupants 
a chance to view the cars. On to Temuka 
where the Time Trial finished outside he 
old Temuka Court House, now a well set up 
Museum. Continuing on through Milford to 
the Clandeboye Fonterra plant, and back to 
Orari with a stop at the Moo-seum, a very 
well presented display of dairy and general 
farming equipment. To reach our lunch 
stop, we travelled on to Geraldine with 
a detour around The Downs where very 
expensive new homes are going up. Out 
to Woodbury, across Tripp settlement road 
and on to the old Orari Station buildings 

for lunch. In the afternoon we drove into 
the Homestead Grounds and were given 
a talk on the property by Rosa Peacock a 
descendant of the Tripps. An opportunity 
to walk around the grounds and a pleasant 
drive home made for a great day out. Thank 
you Pauls.

South Otago Bill Cross
Twenty four Otago vauxhall members 

fom Invercargill to Christchurch spent 
Waitangi weekend 2004 at the Alexandra 
Tourist park. Time was spent visiting 
Vauxhall owners ranging from a 1923 

Motover value at $70,000 to a humble ’53 
Velox. (Not really so humble Peter). A 
trip to Ian Hore’s dress collection pleased 
the wives and made the cars very dusty. 
A four km hike on the Central Rail Trail 
left us all glad the day was over. Over 100 
cyclists a day ride the trail from Clyde to 
Middlemarch, the whole trip a four day 
excursion.

Wally and Alison Ollerenshaw attended 
the Southland Rally while John and Jan 
Cook are planning a trip to Nelson to the 
South Island Easter rally. 

Dozens of British made cars converged at 
Kaka Point on 14 March on a trip organised 
by the Otago Jaguar Drivers Club. The 
Rover Club of Otago had a most impessive 
display at the Wilsher Bay Reserve. South 
Otago branch members took the oppor-
tunity to join the cars at Kaka Point, an 
easy and enjoyable run from Balclutha . 
The vehicles assembled at Korora Creek, 
Wilsher Bay, which is named after George 
Wilsher who arried in June 1940 to take up 
land for Johnny Jones, and who is credited 
with being the first man to bring cattle to 
Otago. Those joining in were Bill Cross 
1932 Rover Family 10, Barry Delaney 1936 
Austin, Jim Beeby 1937 Austin Ruby, 
Wally Ollerenshaw 1938 Morris, Peter 
Greenfield 1952 Vauxhall, Len Bennett 
1956 Vauxhall, Ian Clark 1957 Rover 90 
(which he has owned since new), John 
Cook 1964 Singer, Paul McNabb 1965 
Vauxhall, Stuart Milne 1967 Wolseley, 
Bill Falconer 1970 Rover, Peter Umfreville 
1966 Vauxhall.

The Blue Smoke Brigade continues to 
spread its smoke round and were seen at 
a moped gathering starting at Cromwell 
in March and munching bread rolls 
somewhere in the Lindis Valley. Ian 
McDonald the factotum of the blue smoke 
folk at the March meeting of the branch, 
was drumming up support for a run from 
Beaumont to Balclutha over Easter. Also at 
the same meeting Wayne Eyles of Hewitt’s 
Tractor Service gave a most interesting talk 
on Morris Oils, manufactured in Shrewsbury 
UK. Until this talk most of us only thought 
of Shrewsbury as a biscuit.

The annual outing for the residents at the 
Holmdene Rest Home took place on April 
17. The original plan had been to cross the 
Clutha River at Tuapeka Mouth on the 
Ferry, but the river was too low and the 
Ferry not running. It looked as if the river 
could be crossed jumping from one rock to 
another. Cars at the Holmdene visit were 
Doug Hayman 1928 Plymouth, Graeme 
Jarie 1937 Pontiac, Wally Ollerenshaw 
1954 MGTD, Tony Smith 1955 Consul, 
Len Bennett 1956 Vauxhall, Leon Maguire 

1965 Hillman, Peter Umfreville 1966 
Vauxhall, Stuart Milne 1967 Wolseley.

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
The 39 annual Maunga-Moana Rally 

was held on Anzac Weekend in the south 
Taranaki Town of Hawera and the organiser 
Ian Bleakley was very pleased with the 
overall running of this years event. He said 
“everyone really enjoyed themselves and 
it was pleasing to receive 53 entries”. The 
overall winner for this years event was Harry 
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The Fairlie Museum Rosebowl was won by 
Andrea Weir in her 1956 Chev. Bel Air which she 
has restored herself (under father Dave Diamond’s 
supervision of course). 

South Canterbury Branch Ladies Rally

Bob Austin was the surprise winner of the Best 
Prepared Lunch during the South Canterbury 
Ladies Rally. Not normally known for his 
handiness in the kitchen, he is picture he receiving 
the official Pinny from Ngaire Webber.

Below: Things went from one extreme to the 
other with the Runners’ Up being the Bartlett, 
McIlraith, Risk team with the “shearers” lunch, 
the sack table cloth and a rigger of beer.

Jane Austin appears to be having a bit of problem 
managing the rocket launcher through the side 
curtain of the Morris in the field tests.
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and Pauline Davy from Waitara who are a 
regular entrant in this event. They entered 
in their 1926 Dodge 4 and won, The 
Castle cup , The Gordon Wicks cup, The 
Bowman Bogunda cup. The rally was run 
over South Taranaki roads and included a 
15 minute stop at the Kaupokinui beach 
which entrants had not been to before. 
The instructions for the morning section 
consisted of written with a timed section 
and silent checks and the afternoon had 
an untimed section with straight-line and 
tulip diagrams along with silent checks . 
In the tulip diagram part a small hiccup 
had occurred when it was discovered a sign 
had been bowled over about a metre off 
the ground. It had happened after the run 
was finally checked. It was a pleasure to 
have the President of the V.C.C. Mrs Leigh 
Craythorne and her husband Tony attend 
the event along with the North Island Club 
Captain Mr Rob Knight and Greg Terrill 
from the management committee . The 
organiser Ian Bleakley and his organising 
committee need to be congratulated for a 
well run rally. Next year will be the 40th 
time this event has been held.

Our branch welcomes Sylvia Voss who 
has taken up full membership to continue 
on enjoying the activities whilst keeping 
her husband Robin in line (straight line of 
course). 

Several towns and cities with the same 
name Plymouth are going to visit our New 
Plymouth some time in 2005 and our 
branch may be called upon to give senic 
rides and tours of our area. It would give 
our club a very good profile and publicity if 
this could happen.

Taupo Jack Hindess
March has been a busy month in Taupo 

with the NZ Ironman, the NZ Pipe Band 
Chanpionships, The Wings and Wine Air 
Show all being held over three successive 
weekends. We managed to sandwich in 
the Lake Taupo Rally, which clashed with 
the pipe bands but was enjoyable for all 
participants.

The rally began with a pie pea and pud 
meal on Friday night with 60 or so visitors 
and locals at the clubrooms. The major 
run on the Saturday with 34 vehicles had 
some straight line navigation through 
Richmond Heights, an area of cul-de-sacs, 
and not all labelled as No Exit streets. The 
organisers had a field day testing their wits 
with the skills of the navigators. It would 
be fair to say that most cars made their way 
through the labyrinth but not with one or 
two indiscretions.

The longest part of the run was about 
90 miles of rural driving through Aratiatia, 
Oruonui, Mokai, Marotiri and finishing 
at Kinloch, where lunch was held in the 
community hall on the reserve. At Mokai 

a line was missing on the instruction sheet 
which required some assistance from locals 
and the understanding of all concerned 
but we were able to continue without too 
much inconvenience.

In the afternoon we had a gymkhana 
on the Kinloch reserve, which is always a 
bit of fun and a good laugh. The day was 
completed with dinner at the clubrooms 
with the usual multi-draw raffle that 
everyone enjoys.
Results
Vintage
Gordon & Jan Dearlove 1925 Austin 12/4
Post Vintage
John & Shirley Foot 1937 Buick
Post War
Robert & Glenys Bradock 1951 Daimler
Post 1960 
Zelda Menzies & 
Shona Wickham  Daimler Sovereign

This does not seem finished – is there 
another sheet in the fax??

Waikato Cazna Payne
A sad time for Waikato Branch in 

March, with the sudden passing of Haydn 
Lovegrove – a very active member and 
past committee member who with wife 
Margaret, took every opportunity to enjoy 
Club events and the friendships made 
there. We will miss his wicked humour and 
sense of fun.

The Vintage Venture in March, again 
with perfect weather, took the rallyists 
around the scenic south Waikato.

The Waikato Branch stand at the 
National Motorshow was very impressive 
gaining 1 prize for the best Club stand 
and several new members as a result. Well 
done to the Footes who managed to put it 
all together in between attending lots of 
rallies and the Club Captain’s Tour.

The Mooloo Meander in March was 
a sunny and successful event over some 
awesome countryside. Seventy-two sat 
down to a wonderful after rally function 
dinner and prizegiving at the Clubrooms.

The April Clubnight, prize giving and 
Pot Luck dinner was very pleasant. Most 
appreciated the irony that the award for 
the best attendance at Club events could 
not be presented as the three placegetters 
were not present! Sportsman of the Year 
was Gary Rayner and the Hardluck Trophy 
went to Colin Storey.

Our AGM is coming up in May and the 
Branch is running a Rally Training Day in 
May for those contemplating entering the 
Double 50 in June. We will be reporting on 
the Kairangi Hillclimb in the next Beaded 
Wheels – always a social and fun event.

Congratulations to our “Venture” editor 
Ann Melville and Hal O”Rorke on their 
recent marriage.

A warm welcome to new members 
Gerald Enright & Anne Dempster 
(1965 Holden Premier), Ross & Louise 
Woodhead (1938 Ford 7W), Alan Jones 
(1963 Lambretta), and to Ray Jackson 
who has transferred from North Shore 
Branch and Edward Kirkby who has trans-
ferred from Taupo.

Wairarapa Frances Elwin
The Rex Porter Annual Rally was sucess-

fully run in March with a good attendance 
of vehicles. Numbers were increased by the 
North Island Club Captain’s tour joining 
in. Great weather and good roads made 
for an excellent rally. Entrants enjoyed 
the prize giving and meal in Greytown. 
Congratulations to all winners and rally 
organisers.

Our Branch Club Captain’s Run was 
held 18 April. A good turn out of members 
and variety of vehicles. Again fine weather 
and good roads made fine combination. 
Winners on the day were Chris and Anne 
Slater with their Veteran Overland.

Easter weekend saw members supporting 
Greytown and their 150 year celebrations 
with over 20 vehicles entering in the spirit 
of the weekend. Other members travelled 
over to Wanganui and joined in their 
celebrations and National Easter Rally.

Club nights have been well attended 
and our branch membership continues 
to grow, with a variety of vehicles and 
ages. June will be our AGM, members are 
reminded to attend.

Waitemata Keith Humphreys
It’s alway hard to know what sort of 

events will appeal to club members,
and for some reason, the run to the Aka 

Aka School “Country Boys Toys”
didn’t attract many starters. However, 

those that did attend enjoyed a great run 
in fine weather, and the fair provided that 
genuine country feel, with such delights as 
the Ron

Roycroft type 35 Bugatti on display.
A small contingent joined the Lotus 

Club at Pukekohe for the Classic Trial
event which gets the cars onto the 

track for some relatively cheap laps. These 
events are based upon consistency of lap 
times. Another sprint was held at Albany 
on yet to be used roads, with again, a 
very good turn-out. Austin 7 Specials were 
numerous, with Ivan Cranch getting F.T.D. 
in his Lotus 6 (43.44 secs); 2, Lawrence 
Poolman in the M.G. C type ((45.90 secs); 
3 was Mike Woods in his Austin Big 7 
Special (46.63 secs)

Diane Humphreys got to have a spin in 
the Poolman M.G. and went 1 sec faster 
than her own supercharged M.G. J2.
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The indoor/outdoor go-karting was 
better supported than past times with an 
excellent team of racers and an exhila-
rating time enjoyed by all. The team of 
Steve Sharp and Dean Salter won the 56 
lap event.

Finally, the annual “Long Days Run” 
organised by Peter and Diane Bruin took 
us north, as is the tradition. A good 
number found their way to Matakana 
Wharf by devious routes, for morning tea, 
and then by further devious means to 
the Smashed Pipi at Mangawai for lunch, 
before returning to the start at Silverdale 
for drinks and prize giving.

Alan and Eleanor Kerr were the 
nominated winners and organisers of next 
year’s run. The trophy is a “shield” in 
the form of the remains of Peter Bruin’s 
shattered Jaguar alloy sump, holed on a 
previous G.O.L.D.O.R. run, the prede-
cessor to this event.

Wallace McNair has finished the 
restoration of Anne Thompson’s 1906 
Darraq and it looks an impressive beast, if 
minimalist in comfort features, and Kevin 
Andrews has unearthed a long stored M.G. 
L.type Magna 4 seater which hasn’t taken 
a great deal to get running

Coming up we have our AGM, The 
R’Oil Can, our major all weekend event 
organised by Max and Shirley Belcher, and 
a contingent travelling south for the 50th 
anniversary of the “Irishmans”

Wellington Elisabeth Smits-Brouwer
During the last two months many activ-

ities and rallies took place. A large number 
of Wellington members attended the 
Easter Rallies organised by the Wanganui 
and Nelson branches, and the Sunbeam-
Jaguar Rally in Twizel.

The branch hosted the final day and 
evening dinner for the North Island Club 
Captain’s Tour. This was a very enjoyable 
evening with much humour. Doug Banks 
judged the “tourists”, who held a fancy hat 
competition.

Regrettably the February floods caused 
considerable damage to the library and 
the clubrooms, but much has now been 
repaired. We continue making good 
progress with the refurbishment: the 
carpets have been laid, remaining floors 
painted, and bookshelves for the library 
are being fitted.

Due to bad weather the Commercial 
Rally and Gymkhana were cancelled, but 
hopefully this will be done soon. Eight 
Wellington cars were displayed at the 
annual Cable Car Museum Open day, 
including David Nisbet’s 1919 Hupmobile 
and Doug Banks’ 1962 Jaguar Mk2. As 
usual, the cars created a great deal of 
interest among the visitors to the museum, 
the weather being fine for a change.

During the March club evening meeting 
the motorcycle group put on a very inter-
esting display of bikes, ranging from John 
Appel’s 1914 Rover up to a recent Honda 
Goldwing. It seems that your first name 
had to be ‘John’ to be permitted to talk 
about your bike. The April club night was 
in memory of Sir Len Southward. It was a 
well attended evening and it was great to 
hear members of the Wellington branch 
recalling memories of Sir Len. We all 
enjoyed seeing the video of his life, work, 
cars and most of all his care and support 
for other people. 

Twenty-eight cars and one motor-
cycle participated in Robin’s Ramble, 
which was held Saturday 20 March in 
brilliant weather (specially ordered!). We 
all met at Featherston for a relaxed non-
competitive scenic tour of the northern 
Wairarapa. After a run up the main road, 
the first visit was to the Middleton Model 
Railway, which is one of the largest private 
model railway layouts in the country. It 
can be set up in any decade from the 
1950’s to the ‘90’s. Some also tasted and 
purchased the handmade cheese produced 
there. Then it was on to the Nireaha 
Hall (west of Eketahuna), for lunch, 
which was provided by the local Country 
Women’s Institute. Sixty people partook 
in the lunch, but there was plenty left 
over! All proceeds of the lunch and a raffle 
went to the Flood Victims Relief Fund. 
After lunch the participants travelled over 
back roads in the Mauriceville area to a 
farm where a replica of an ancient Stone 
Circle (or Stonehenge) was built in 1999 
to commemorate the Millennium and also 
the 150th Anniversary of the McLachlan 
family’s occupation of the area. The Stone 
Circle is atop a small hill, which we had 
planned to drive up, but the steepness and 
slippery grass proved too much, even for 
the Vintage cars. Fortunately Ivan Cook’s 
4WD Suzuki came to the rescue and Ivan 
provided a shuttle service while the others 
either took a ride on the farmer’s Ute 
or walked up - a good chance to stretch 
the legs. The effort to get up the hill was 
well rewarded by the beautiful view of the 
surrounding countryside. Gavin McLachlan 
- who was very helpful in facilitating our 
visit - gave an interesting explanation of 
the building of the stone circle and the 
theories behind it. Basil Sharp and Robin 
Simpson organized the day and, judging 
by the turnout, our branch members enjoy 
this type of the event. No doubt Sunday 
was a car-cleaning day for most partici-
pants.

Wellsford Rita Jorgensen
At our February meeting Ian Matthews 

,the project manager for the new Matakana 
Museum, gave us a detailed account of the 

plans for the enterprise. We decided to hold 
our March meeting there and those who 
arrived before dark were able to see all the 
progress that has been made, including an 
arena and facilities for weddings etc. When 
complete there will be storage and display 
space for members’ vehicles, and facilities 
for our monthly meetings.

Our Gymnic at Stables Landing 
was well attended. The day was a little 
cool with a light breeze coming in off 
the sea and the sun refusing to shine. 
After a barbeque lunch and chat the cars 
assembled for tricky manoeuvres. The 
passenger holding a tray of water-filled 
glasses out the window , trying not to 
spill any while the driver tried to find 
the smoothest track on a circular course. 
Not the easiest task. In another event 
there was a timed quick acceleration up 
a grassy slope from a standing start. The 
Stockman team of Beryl and Cedric won 
the day. It is amazing the many different 
topics of conversation that came up as we 
sat around with hot drinks before heading 
home, and not all about cars either!!

One Friday afternoon, some members 
drove out to the Kaipara Flats airfield to 
view about 35 Vintage aircraft taking part 
in the De Havilland Aircraft Rally. A 
number of planes had come from afar as 
England and the Continent

Some members attended the North 
Island Club Captain’s Tour and Easter 
Rally. I am sure they enjoyed their time 
away, meeting old friends and seeing other 
parts of the country. That is what Vintage 
motoring is all about.

idletorque
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obituaries

George Tofield, 
a member of the 
Vintage Car Club 
of NZ for over 35 
years died recently 
in Dunedin. 
George was a very 
keen motorcyclist 
and motorist who 
believed in setting a good example as to how 
club members’ vehicles should be maintained. 
He will be remembered for his 1932 Alvis car 
which he rebuilt over a 15 year period and 
which later underwent a considerable body 
change. George and Alison went forth on 
many Club events with the Alvis including 
a visit to the Art Deco Rally in Napier 1998. 
A motorcyclist for some 54 years, George had 
owned a wide variety of bikes from his original 
BSA Bantam, a Matchless V twin, a 1930 
Sunbeam to his pride and joy a Velocette 
Thruxton which was immaculately re-restored 
for the 2003 National Motorcycle Rally in 
Invercargill. George was active in many 
community organisations including Scouting 
where he was a District Commissioner for 
some years and more recently Secretary of 
the Otago Area History Committee. He was 
a member of the Otago University Council 
for over 10 years, the AA Otago Council and 
represented the VCC on the Federation of 
Motoring Clubs. He was mindful of motor-
ist’s rights and safety and involved himself 
with the  Motorcycle Club, BRONZ and 
Ulysses. In August 2002 he organised a protest 
meeting in the Octagon in Dunedin with over 
400 motorcyclists present. The protest was 
about the unjustified increase in ACC levies 
in motorcycle licensing. He contributed a 
series of well-written and carefully researched 
articles on member’s bikes and cars, along 
with excellent photographs to Beaded Wheels. 
George was active in Branch affairs having 
served on the Otago Branch Committee and 
as Chairman from 1990-1993. During this 
latter period the Branch purchased the present 
Clubrooms which he ensured were suitably 
altered and adapted for Club use He organised 
several Dunvegan Motorcycle Rallies and in 
the 1970s was involved in many Brighton 
runs. George’s funeral was held in Dunedin 
on the 16th April and there was a large 
turn out from Otago Branch Members who 
formed a guard of honour. To Alison, David 
and Robert along with Shona and Claire the 
Otago Branch extends its sympathy.

Hec Browett
Otago Branch

George John 
Tofield
Otago Branch
1933 - 2004

Late last year, after a long 
battle with a serious illness, 
the Vintage car movement 
lost one of it’s long time 
talented enthusiasts with 
the passing of Graham 
Sutherland. 

Graham joined the 
RNZAF not long after 
leaving school and learnt 
many skills that would stand 

Robert Graham 
Sutherland
 30 May 1946  - 2 October 2003

Euan Sarginson died in Christchurch 
recently after a six month battle with cancer. 

An International figure in photog-
raphy Euan was a respected friend of the top 
International racing drivers of the 1960s and 
in partnership with the late Peter Greenslade 
produced the now very collectable series of 
annual reviews of racing downunder, The Shell 
Books of Motor Sport.

Euan was appointed Official Photographer 
for the 1965 International Rally, the "Haast", 
and images shot on this event along with 
photographs of other interesting New Zealand 
cars were published in what has now become a 
collectors’ item, the book Vintage.

A rare SS90, drophead examples of Jaguar 
Mk V and Alvis Grey Lady, a twin cam MGA 
in which he claimed to be the first driver 
to achieve 100 mph in the Lyttelton road 
tunnel(!), a Porsche 356SC and an early 2CV 
Citroen were enjoyed over the years and his 
deep interest in model yachts resulted in a 
wonderful book on the Victoria Lake Model 
Yacht Club and a personal collection of some 
40 yachts, many of them early and historic 
examples that he restored himself.

Euan published several books including 
the subjects of architecture and the New 
Zealand landscape, and was for many years 
the undisputed top fashion photographer in 
New Zealand.

Described by Press motoring writer Dave 
Moore as “engaging, erudite and a hilarious 
raconteur” Euan did not suffer fools gladly 
and was contemptuous of anything artificial, 
phoney or fake, and of rudeness.

To his large circle of friends he was just the 
best lunch companion ever!

Euan is survived by his wife Min, daughter 
Alice and son Finlay.

Gavin Bain

him in good stead when tackling the renova-
tion of old vehicles. It was during this time 
that he met and courted Lyn, his future 
wife. Graham joined the Manawatu Branch 
in 1969 and he soon became an active and 
valued member of the branch. 

During the 1970s Graham was very 
involved with the administration of Manawatu 
Branch and held a number of positions on the 
Branch Committee, nothing was too much 
trouble to Graham and he tackled all tasks 
with enormous enthusiasm and really helped 
with the development of the Branch. Graham 
was a talented artist and painter and designed 
and made the Manawatu Branch’s, Trophies 
for the Mid Winter Brass Monkey Night 
Trial. This event came about because Graham 
decided there was nothing much happening 
rally-wise over the winter months and so with 
other branch members organised and ran the 
now regular event. 

After moving to Raetihi for a short time 
and then to Taihape Graham became an 
enthusiastic member of the Wanganui Branch, 
serving terms on the local Branch committee 
and the National Executive. During his 10 
years in Taihape Graham and Lyn regularly 
rallying their 1929 Dodge Sedan and insti-
gated and run the Taihape New Year Gumboot 
Rally which became a regular event. 

Over the years Graham owned many 
vehicles, restoring in less than ideal working 
conditions and in under 12 months, an Essex 
Coupe in time to participate in the 1972 
International Rally. (tightening up the last 
bolts on the Firewall at the Rally start). Other 
restorations followed including a Dodge 
Victory 6 in time for the 1986 Pan Pacific 
Rally and a Chevrolet Truck in time for the 
1992 Pan Pacific Rally. 

Graham was involved as Route Controller 
in the Pan Pacific Rallies in 1986 and in 
1992, Rob Knight (as Rally Director) used 
Graham’s talents as a Route Controller for the 
Mangaweka Route and he really motivated the 
Mangaweka locals to get involved at the lunch 
stop - most would agree that this was the best 
run held on this highly successful event. 

Although due to his illness Graham had 
not been a very active member in recent 
years, Graham never lost his interest in the 
“movement” and was always ready to give 
advice on a number of matters if asked. Over 
the years Graham had a great deal of enjoyment 
from meeting people being involved in restora-

tions and helping others 
restore their vehicles and 
taking part in rallies and 
other club activities. To 
Lyn, Jolene and Kim we 
offer our sincere condo-
lences and know Graham 
will be sadly missed by 
you and all those who 
knew him. 
Alan Pratt / Robert Baines 

Euan Sarginson
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All correspondence to: PO Box 43009, Mangere.
Office & Showroom: 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland.

Phone 09 275 5316 • Fax 09 275 6882 • email: vet.vin@xtra.co.nz
website: www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

Equip your vehicle from New Zealand’s largest range of 
antique & classic tyres from

Est 1975

EARLY FORD PARTS 1909 - 1931
Veteran & Vintage stock an extensive range of new & used Model T 

and A Ford parts along with general restoration supplies

1925 Davis on 600 x 20 whitewall tyres. Owner Rod Welch

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS
Firestone   Lucas   Denman   Dunlop   Coker   Excelsior SS or BE 
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