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Submissions of photographs for this page are welcome from Beaded Wheels readers. Please send original 
photographs of historic interest with any available information to Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch. Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

Ex Zoboroski Miller imported into New Zealand 
and raced at Muriwai. Later sent to Australia, 
driven by Keith Cutten.
Photo from NZVCC Inc archive.
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At Vero we're well known for our Vintage and Classic Car

insurance. But we can also insure all your other valuable assets. 

As a VCC member you are also eligible for special rates for your

home, contents, private motor vehicles, boat and travel. 

Voted Insurer of the Year for the third year running, we've been

supporting the Vintage Car Club for over 30 years and will be

there as sponsor for the 2006 VCC Diamond Jubilee Rally. Vero

also makes a donation to your local VCC branch everytime a

policy is written or renewed. Call us now on 0800 505 905 for

a special VCC obligation free quote. 

for the full insurance
service treatment

call 0800 505 905
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president’s message

Recently, the names of those members 
who have given fifty years of loyalty to 
the Club have been increased by two, 
with Willis Brown and Leon Witte 
(Banks Peninsula members) being 
honoured with their 50th presentations 
at a convivial occasion in Christchurch. 
When presenting the citations at such 
occasions, I am always appreciative of the 
long history of motoring each recipient 
has accomplished and the stories that have 
evolved over the years are always very 
interesting. (Reminiscences from fellow 
members particularly so!) Congratulations 
Willis and Leon.

You will remember that I have urged 
members to write down their recollec-
tions of motoring experiences, yarns etc 
– how are they coming along? It would be 
great if they could be collated at branch 
level and recorded for posterity. Several 
branches have or are in the process of 
producing booklets/books on the history of 
their branch, and this is to be commended. 
Even if you note your recollections down 
on a personal level to begin with (as and 
when they come to mind) that would be 
a good start, not only for the Club as a 
whole, but for the recording of your own 
family’s history.

Restorations and maintenance will be 
well and truly in hand by those members 
taking part in the Club’s Diamond Jubilee 
Rally to be held in Invercargill next January 
(including our Morris, which has been 
reduced to rolling chassis form.) Some will 
be burning the midnight oil to finish in 
time, while others will be running in their 
vehicles and making sure that everything is 
in order for the trip south. This event will 
be the highlight of the celebrations of sixty 
glorious years of historical motoring and 
no doubt there will be numerous stories of 
how vehicles (and their crew) were readied 
in time. It is a big task that we have set 
for Russell Hawkes and his hard working 
Committee, all the more so when you 
think of how many members both here 
and overseas have anticipated the event for 
literally years. I am confident that it will be 
an event to remember and one that we can 
all be proud of.

Have you visited our Club’s website 
recently and noticed that a forum has been 
set up? This has arisen from discussions 
on the ongoing future of the Club by your 
Management Committee. Management 
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vintage 
viewpoint

Last issue I sent out a call seeking the 
services of a person with drawing skills to 
help us with illustrations as required from 
time to time. I’m delighted to advise that 
the call was answered by a small number 
of applicants and I look forward to using 
the artwork of one or more of the them 
in the future. I appreciate the responses 
we received and publicly thank those who 
responded for their interest in improving 
our magazine. 

Over recent years we have been able 
to slowly increase the number of pages to 
the current 56 pages. We would like to get 
that to 60 pages on a reasonably regular 
basis and for this reason I exhort you to 
keep those articles coming in so we have 
a good selection to choose from. It is this 
that enables us to grow the magazine.

Getting bigger does raise other issues 
though and mainly it is one of the extra 
costs of producing a larger publication and 
extra postal charges incurred.

If we could negate the effect of these 
extra costs by raising advertising revenue, 
by increasing the number of advertisers, 
then this would help us do what we want 
to do. We have around 9000 keen readers 
for each issue and I suspect that there 
are members/readers out there running a 
business that would benefit by taking adver-
tising in Beaded Wheels. If you are not 
already advertising in Beaded Wheels what 
about giving it a go? We do get very positive 
feedback from advertisers - with one adver-
tiser saying to me recently that he can tell 
when the magazine is out - his phone calls 
increase significantly for some two weeks 
after publication. Rates are reasonable and 
compare extremely well with market rates 
in commercial publications.

E-mail beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz with 
your enquiry and Rosalie will be happy to 
help get your advertisement sorted out.

Kevin Clarkson
Chairman, Beaded Wheels

Committee member Bob Ballantyne 
has been appointed our Moderator (all 
comments placed on the forum will be 
assessed by him to ensure that they are 
not libellous, ‘suitable’ language is used 
and that the subject is an appropriate one 
to be placed on our website). Not only is 
this another way that members can make 
their thoughts and comments accessible 
to others, but they can also exchange/
ask questions on restorations, give tips or 
hints on things they have found, make 
restoration life easier and also leave 
messages about particular subjects or areas 
of interest. (Forums are also sometimes 
referred to as ‘message boards’ or ‘bulletin 
boards’.) I encourage you to visit this site, 
register and make full use of this form of 
dialogue.

Branch Annual General Meetings will 
have been held as this edition of Beaded 
Wheels goes to print. Congratulations to 
all Branch Officers who have been elected 
in various capacities to serve your Branch 
for the coming year. We are indebted to 
you for your time and input into your 
Branch. There are also numerous members 
who contribute behind the scenes, many 
of whom are never publicly recognised. 
Without your efforts we would not be 
able to enjoy our historic motoring as we 
do and although we may forget to thank 
you personally, the input from each and 
every one of you is very much appreciated 
by us all.

The Club’s Annual General Meeting 
will be held this month at Cromwell, 
hosted by Central Otago Branch. I look 
forward to meeting not only the Branch 
Chairmen and Delegates, but also the 
general membership over the weekend 
too. The Executive Meeting will be held 
on the Friday night, continuing after the 
Annual General Meeting and although 
only members of the Executive (Branch 
Chairmen, Delegates and Management 
Committee Members) are able to speak 
and vote during this meeting, I am sure 
it will be of interest to all who attend. Of 
course, all financial Club members are able 
to take part fully in the Annual General 
Meeting and I encourage you to do so.

Leigh Craythorne
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AUGUST 
7 Auckland Rear Wheel Brake Run
7 Canterbury Winter Run
13 Central Otago VCCNZ Inc AGM
13 Canterbury Round the Bays 

Motorcycle Run
14 Northland Clark Cup
14 Auckland PV, PWV, P60V Rally
21 Otago P60V Rally
21 Auckland Motorcycle Kick Start 

Rally
27-28 Banks Peninsula Topless Tour
28 Waikato Ladies Rally

SEPTEMBER
3 Waimate Swap Meet
4 Northland Rear Wheel Brake Run
10 Canterbury Women Drivers Rally
11 Auckland  PV, PWV, P60V Rally
17 Northland Swap Meet
17-18 Taranaki Rubber Duckie 

Motorcycle Rally
18 Manawatu Vintage Rally
18 Otago Commercial & 

Veteran Rally

23-25 Hawke’s Bay Hillclimb Weekend
24 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
24-25 Central Otago Blossom Festival Rally 

& Swap Meet

OCTOBER 
1 Manawatu Swap Meet
1-2 Waikato Post Vintage Rally
1-2 Otago Dunvegan Motorcycle 

Rally
7-9 Canterbury Swap Meet
8 King Country Journey Through 

Time
9 Northland Ladies Run
15 Manawatu Veteran Rally
15-16 Canterbury Girder Fork Rally
16 Bay of Plenty Swap Meet
21-24 Hawke’s Bay Safari
22-23 Auckland Hunua 100 Rally
22-24 EBOP Labour Weekend 

Commercial Rally
22-24 Nelson Trafalgar 200 Biennial 

Rally
22-24 South Waikato Commercial Rally

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise 
readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC Events

National Annual General Meeting
The Club’s Annual General Meeting 

and Executive Meeting takes place in 
Cromwell on the 13th August 2005. The 
Executive also meets on the 12th and 
13th. (The Executive is made up of each 
Branch Chairman and one other delegate 
plus the Management Committee). Your 
branch should be well represented and 
these delegates will be able to raise any 
questions you may have or answer questions 
after the meetings. The Minutes for the 
Executive Meeting are distributed to each 
Branch Secretary as soon as possible and 
all members will receive Minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting, Branch Office 
details and a list of Calendar of Events, as 
an insert, in the October/November issue 
of Beaded Wheels.

Don’t forget, all financial members 
can attend the National AGM and have 
speaking rights. Please register with the 
hosting Branch, Central Otago.

Legislation Folder
Are you aware that every branch has 

a Legislation Folder, which has relevant 
Fact Sheets from LTNZ on a variety of 
subjects? 

Branch Manual
All branches have an extra copy of the 

Branch Manual for members to peruse. Ask 
your Branch Secretary where the spare 
copy is, to find out administration items of 
interest.

The information on the dating of club 
eligible vehicles and the issuing of vehicle 
identity cards shown in the last 18 pages 
(page 57 on) of The Repair and Restoration 
Technical Manual 2001 has been superseded 
by the first nine pages plus appendix A of 
The Vehicle Identification Manual, available 
through your Branch Secretary.

Wishing to Transfer to another Branch?
Are you wishing to transfer to another 

branch? If so, you need to get the 
Notification of Transfer form completed by 
the relevant branches. All branches have a 
Branch Manual and this form is in Section 
11. It is up to the member to obtain 
the required signatures and once complete 
it is sent to the National Office, along 
with any difference in branch levies, to be 
processed.
Changes of Address

Please advise National Office asap of 
any changes of address. It is desired that 
the change of address is not just simply 
written on a VCC ID Card application 
form as these can sometime take four 
weeks to reach National Office.

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nz

national office news
For inclusion in our next issue, fax details of Club Events to 03 332 3827 by 10 September, 
2005 or email us at beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Great Automobile Gymkhana
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

Preliminary Notice 
What is believed to be the first motor race meeting in New Zealand was held at the 

Christchurch Trotting  Grounds, now Addington Raceway, on Boxing Day, 1905. 
Promoted by the Canterbury Automobile Association, there was a programme of eight 

events for cars and two motorcycle handicaps. 
The Automobile Association, the Veteran Car Club and the Canterbury and Banks 

Peninsula Branches of the Vintage Car Club are preparing a re-enactment of this day at 
the original venue. 

As well as the feature races the original meeting included a number of gymkhana tests 
and we are inviting Veteran cars built before 1919 to compete in these. 

It is hoped to have enough pre 1906 cars to re-enact the original race, although this 
time in the form of a parade of these early cars. 

All one make Car Clubs and other motoring groups are cordially invited to join in this 
event on Boxing Day (26 Dec 2005) and entry will be free of charge to both club members 
and the public. 

It is anticipated that there will be considerable public and media interest and it will be 
an opportunity to promote your club. 

Several clubs are planning a short rally route in the morning arriving at the Raceway 
around noon for a picnic lunch with the gymkhana commencing at 1pm. 

This is a special historical event and it is hoped that it can be included on your Club 
calendar and further information will be forwarded later in the Year. 
Contact:  Gavin Bain for car entries, phone 03 365-5206 (work) 03 329-9712 (home) 

or Bob Hayes – organiser for any other enquiries phone 03 352-1449 (after mid 
September) email: bobandree@xtra.co.nz 
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Dear Sir
Five years ago I purchased a 1936 

Hillman 80 limousine from a chap by the 
name of Fred Duncan of Blenheim. At the 
time of purchase, Fred told me that the car 
spent its early life in Wellington as a diplo-
matic vehicle. Unfortunately, I don’t have 
any ownership history prior to 1978.

I was parked at the Galaxy of Cars show 
a couple of years ago when a bloke made 
comment that he was familiar with my car 
as his father worked in the government 
garage in Wellington, and that the Hillman 
was a regular there. This guy didn’t stay 
around long enough for me to talk to. I 
would be excited, to say the least, if any 
readers have any information at all.

Since I have owned the Hillman I have 
been doing a rolling restoration on her as I 
want to keep her on the road. I have done 
the interior, engine, clutch and had the 
brakes fully overhauled. I have a carbu-
rettor on the way from London and have 
located a 4.05:1 ratio diff to enable her 
to travel at 50mph instead of screaming 
at 40mph. The man I am dealing with in 
London tells me that I have an extremely 
rare car as he has not managed to locate 
another one on the road anywhere. I have 
enclosed a photograph. I wish to congratu-
late you on a splendid magazine.

Colin Hermon
11 Rogers Rd
Manurewa, Auckland

Dear Sir
With the increase in petrol and diesel 

prices the radio talk back discussion has 
been on alternative fuels etc. I was inter-
ested to hear a lady tell us about her father 
who had been to the USA and brought 
back a Stanley Steamer car. She remem-
bered it as a young girl in the 1930s. As 
a ten year old in 1938 I was taken for a 
ride in a Stanley Steamer from Levin to 

Waikanae. I have always been interested in 
cars and I will never forget the experience.

Dad’s friend, whose name was Keith, 
showed me the boiler which was under the 
bonnet and was heated with a kerosene 
burner. Kerosene was sixpence a gallon. 
The engine was under the floorboards in 
the back of the car and it was quite small, 
two cylinders double acting which drove 
the rear axles, no gear box. The car was 
a large squarish one with wide running 
boards and it was black. Keith told me 
it only took four to five minutes to get 
steam up in the morning. He would lift the 
bonnet, light the burner, open the garage 
doors, reverse out on the drive, close the 
garage and by then you could drive off. I 
climbed in and we were off. No noise, just 
a pshh and we were travelling in complete 
silence, just a bumpety noise from the 
tyres. On the way to Otaki we were doing 
50mph which was a good clip for those 
days. Over the Otaki River bridge and on 
to the Te Horo straights when Keith said 
this will be interesting and a late model 
Ford V8 was overtaking us with a toot-toot 
and he was gone. Now Keith said watch 
this and he opened her up and said to 
me “watch his face when we go past” and 
with a loud aroogar we sailed past at 85 
miles per hour and the look on that man’s 
face was one of disbelief. Now the Stanley 
Bros were keen to beat the world speed 
record and built a new racer with a boiler 
to withstand 2000lbs steam pressure. Their 
test driver Barney Oldfield set off down the 
beach at over 200mph. The drive chain 
broke and decapitated him. The racer disin-
tegrated and the boiler went for a couple 
of miles down the beach with the steam 
pressure. The Stanley Bros were devastated 
and closed their business down, which was 
a great shame.  

Rewi Pirovana

Dear Sir
Following on from articles in Beaded 

Wheels 272 and others with reference to 
English bodied variations of the Hudson 
Terraplane marque - including Railton 
and Brough Superior, I enclose excerpts 
from the letter of a distant relative along 
with photographs of an English bodied 
Terraplane (?) referred to in the letter as a 
Hudson (?) which was once owned by the 
Nuttall family. The letter says it all…

Dudley Payne
“As I recall the history of this car it 

was puchased in London by a wealthy 
Hawke’s Bay sheep farmer while he and his 
wife were holidaying in Europe. I do not 
recall his name but the story was that an 
elderly farmer, a widower, was seriously ill 
in hospital where he was nursed back to 
health by a nurse whom he subsequently 

married. On returning to New Zealand he 
lost control of the car, turned it over, and 
the spokes of the steering wheel punctured 
his lung causing death.

The wreck was sold by the insurance 

company to my father who rebuilt it and 
used it during the war years. However petrol 
rationing was not conducive to operating a 
private family vehicle so while I was away 
in the airforce he sold it.

I have happy memories of this quite 
exotic vehicle.

Wilf Nuttall”

Dear Sir
Further to Graeme Johnson’s letter in 

the last Beaded Wheels, I am pleased he has 
defined the date for the motorcycles lined 
up in the Octagon prior to the start of the 
Dunedin Brighton Rally. I was one year out 
with my guess of 1963.

However, Graeme’s identification of 
participants is not quite right. He was 
naturally spot-on with the bikes at the 
right hand end of the photo including 
his and his brother’s Baby Triumphs and 
also correct with Bill Piddington and Dave 
Goodman and bikes.

From the other end however the first 
bike is not Phil Hancock’s Minerva, but 
the 1910 FN meticulously restored by 
the late Jim Lawry of Invercargill who 
is alongside in the photo. This bike was 
always immaculately presented and won 
the Concours trophy at Brighton in many 
of the early runs. 

The next bike is a 1914 Rover, the 
rider correctly identified as Neil McMillan 
(from Invercargill). Russell Cross’s bike is 
a Humber (1912?). The 1913 BSA next 
to the Goodman Douglas was however 
entered and ridden by my brother, Robin 
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mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.
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Something new on the calendar recently 
has been VIC Days. These are advertised 
in our monthly Motoring Spirit well in 
advance and members, and a few non 
members, come with their eligible vehicles, 
ownership papers, dating material and other 
paraphernalia, get the car inspected and 
photographed, and complete the Vehicle 
Identification Certificate form with expert 
help. The Branch then signs it off, and the 
forms and photos are sent to the VCC National Office after which the smart VIC 
certificate is quickly sent direct to the vehicle owner.
It’s all very simple and effective, and it’s become a bit of a social event in its 
own right. Vehicles of all shapes, sizes and ages have emerged from the back of 
Wellington’s mythical garages and storage places. Many members, including those 
who may be described as “non motoring”, have come to one of the four VIC Days 
we have held so far. We can now put more names to faces and ogle over cars that 
we didn’t know were within our Branch. Exquisite Rolls Royces, an Aston Martin, 
Jaguars, some very nice MGs and Wolseleys, a brace of Borgward, AJS, BSA and 
Norton motorcycles being Veteran, Vintage and Post War are amongst the vehicles 
seeking a VIC. Authenticity Statements are also catered for on these days.
The VIC days have brought more members out than ever before; no doubt we in 
the Capital City see the merit of the VIC system. Wellington is fortunate to have a 
large number of members who travel extensively to National Rallies and to other 
Branch events. The registration closing date for the Vero 2006 Diamond Rally in 
Invercargill caused the acquiring of VICs to assume some urgency.
The day itself requires a little bit of pre-organisation. Advanced advertising and a 
supply of VIC forms from the Secretary are a must. A good digital camera is very 
helpful, and a few knowledgeable folk are needed to help and advise on the 
technicalities of the VIC form. We meet at the Clubrooms where one of our 
members, Carsten Smits, has floodlights, a digital camera and good quality colour 
printer all set up. The vehicle is driven into the clubrooms, photographed to the 
owner’s satisfaction, the VIC forms completed, and the photographs printed in 
triplicate. Our library is at hand just in case we need to refer to a manual or book 
for dating or authenticity purposes. A copier is a luxury we don’t have, but we are 
lucky to be able readily drive to the Petone shopping area where this can be done 
on demand. Our branch’s “canteen cupboard” gets well used also, so if any other 
branch is running a VIC day then make sure that it’s stocked up. It’s a one stop shop 
and a service that has wide appeal to all our members. The current influx of 
numbers may be lessening now, but this will become an annual event on our 
calendar for new members’ vehicles or new restorations. bw

Dave Gwynn’s recently restored 1913 BSA.

WELLINGTON  
VIC DAYS
Text and photos Ron Elton

Things are humming along in the Wellington Branch where members have 

always enjoyed full rally and social programmes. 

Barnes (also then of Invercargill), not myself. Robin 
generously let me ride his bike on numerous events 
in the ’60s including the first Arrowtown Motorcycle 
Rally but I never rode it on the Brighton, though I 
did enter my similar 1915 model on one run in the 
early ’70s. Robin actually rode the 1915 on the 1981 
National Motorcycle Rally held in Dunedin, complete 
with son Christopher in the sidecar, while I took 
my 1927 BSA combination with my two young sons 
seated in the sidecar side by side. 

Robin still has the 1913 but my 1915 was passed 
on some years ago and is back in Southland. I still 
have the ’27 V-twin though. 

Great memories - I would like to see more such 
photos featured in Beaded Wheels.

Barry Barnes
South Canterbury Branch

Dear Sir,
In light of recent disquiet amongst (mostly) long 

time members of the VCC about ever more modern 
cars appearing in VCC events, it was interesting to 
read the report of the first event run by the Auckland 
Branch 50 years ago. A look at the list of entrants 
shows that there were only two Veterans and nearly a 
third of all the cars taking part were less than 30 years 
old. Not much has changed.

Mark Dawber 
(at age 52 still a relative youngster with only 26 years of 
membership)

Dear Sir,
In the May issue of The Veteran Car Club Bulletin 

mention is made of the availability of a book 
Understanding Your Brass Car put together by Harold 
Sharon, 93 Curtis Road, Gastonbury, Connecticut 
06033, USA. 

First of all, Gastonbury is close to Hartford, 
Connecticut. And Hartford is the capital of the State 
of Connecticut.

Second (and most important to you) most of 
those who have for years and years subscribed to 
the Antique Automobile Magazine, the bulletin of the 
Antique Car Club of America, have done so to it 
because it is the excellent publication it is. Also since 
the beginning of time Harold Sharon has published 
therein excellent explanations on how to overcome 
simple as well as the most complicated problems 
arising in any restoration of any vehicle. For years he 
has been sought after for his extensive knowledge on 
just about all the problems in doing any restoration or 
maintenance work. Yes, he has a fantastic capability 
in explaining difficult procedures in the clearest way. 
He is a gifted teacher.

I have not seen this book. I too appreciate hearing 
he has put together all he has previously written for 
the benefit of restoration and in one book. At least 
that is what I too hope he has done.

Anyone having a copy could advise as to whether 
this is the case. But anything he writes is worth 
reading. He covers detailed reasons, choices on just 
about any project you find you have to handle.

I have referred to his advice for at least forty 
years (and probably more) involving at least twenty 
different restorations beginning in 1947.

Tony Reid’s and Sandra Frame’s 1952 Lea Francis 
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until, on the death of their father, the two 
took over the complete business and the 
company became Andersons Ltd.

By the 1870s the company had 
expanded its business by building a large 
steel fabrication workshop in Lyttelton. 
As the town grew the factory’s presence 
in the middle of a residential area forced 
Andersons Ltd to relocate to a large site in 
the Christchurch suburb of Woolston. In 
1939 the new factory specialising in light 
engineering construction was officially 
opened but in a short time was called on 
to support New Zealand’s war effort in 
manufacturing armaments, munitions and 
other military equipment. These included 
thousands of Mills Bomb hand grenades, 
which were cast, filled with explosive and 
assembled in a secret high security unit in 
the Andersons’ factory.

Dairying was a fully manual industry until 
the steam engine arrived about 1880. These 
were a relatively compact unit and could 
be fuelled by dried cattle excrement and 
other readily available fuels. Then around 
1903 the first internal combustion engines 
appeared, quickly superseding their steam 
rivals in powering milking machinery.

Andersons Ltd became involved in 
manufacturing these engines very soon 
after their initial introduction, and apart 
from using BTH electrics, all components 
were cast and made by the company. 
Engines of various capacity were built, 
the largest a 40hp four cylinder model for 
stationary and marine use. Their manufac-
ture reached a peak during WWII with the 
demand for concrete mixers for defence 
construction.

Andersons Ltd was also well known 
for its manufacture of large butter churns 
and gained a world-wide reputation for 
the quality of the product. The company 
at its peak had a staff of about 450 and 
was engaged in major steel construction 
projects throughout New Zealand.

In 1946 the company manager was H 
B Anderson, grandson of the founder. His 
son Andrew, after a successful schooling 
at Christ’s College, was attending the 
Canterbury University College. He, with 
his friend Rob Shand and others, founded 
the Vintage Vehicles Association which 
was later to become the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand.

On his eventual retirement H B 
expected the reins of office to be picked 
up by son Andrew and he insisted that the 
manager-in-waiting must study and obtain 
a university degree qualification. The story 
becomes rather muddied at this stage but 
it seems that our embryonic CEO found 
treading the footlights with the University 
Drama Club much more alluring than hours 

spent studying the arts, and needing more 
time to join his mates cavorting around the 
countryside in old machinery, he pulled the 
plug prematurely on his time at university.

Knowing he would not be welcomed 
by his father at Andersons unqualified, he 
answered an advertisement for a clerical 
assistant to the foundry manager at the 
company and unknown to his father won 
the position. During an inspection H B 
discovered Andrew and had to accept 
a ‘fait accompli’. Andrew went on to 
gain valuable experience at the coalface 
which was to benefit him when he became 
General Manager of Andersons Ltd in 
1962 and in his later business ventures.

Mason Bros, a rival manufacturing 
company based in Auckland, proposed 
a merger with Andersons Ltd and this 
was carried out in 1965. Unfortunately 
the expected benefits failed to materialise 
and the company’s fortunes declined with 
Andrew losing his managerial position a 
year later. Eventually the Auckland based 
Ceramco took over Andersons but this 
was unsuccessful and in a short time the 
company closed its doors.

Andrew returned to university to gain 
an Arts degree and then began work as an 
industrial consultant before spending time 
recruiting migrant workers from Britain.

Andrew was Club President from 1963 
to 1968 and is a Life Member of the 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand.

He is an impressive character to meet, 
obviously placing importance on his 
deportment and always carrying himself 
fully upright without any sign of a stoop. 
Although in his mid seventies his speech 
still retains the cultured quality inherited 
from his private school education. Amiable 
and possessing a quiet sense of humour 
Andrew exudes confidence and sensibility 
and I can now understand why, with him 
at the helm, the VCC flourished.

At this time Andrew’s principal interest 
is in the recycling of waste materials and 
he has a large processing factory in the 
south of Christchurch, the sole aim being 
to convert waste products into high value 
end products. Writing this article provided 
me with an excuse to visit the site and I 
was surprised at how extensive his opera-
tions are with truckloads of waste arriving 
and bales of processed waste waiting to 
be shipped overseas, mainly to China and 
the USA. As an example Andrew realised 
that there was a market for used plastic 
soft-drink containers overseas but only 
if they were clean. This was not easy 
to accomplish efficiently in bulk but a 
method was developed at the factory and 
now containers of this plastic, chipped and 
washed are being exported to China for 

THE WAY 
WE WERE

As compiled by Grant Hitchings 

John and Jane Anderson arrived in New 
Zealand at the port of Lyttelton on 
17 December 1850 with other pioneer 

families on the sailing barque Sir George 
Seymour and settled in what was to eventu-
ally become the City of Christchurch. 
When working on the railway system 
in the United Kingdom John had 
received training in civil and mechanical 
engineering and after importing a lathe 
and site boiler (the first of these in the 
new settlement) he opened “J. Anderson”, 
an engineering workshop on the site now 
occupied by Blackwell Motors on Madras 
Street in central Christchurch.

Of their four sons the eldest, John 
born in Edinburgh, trained in mechan-
ical engineering and eventually took 
over the management of the business, 
living in a property in the central part of 
Christchurch.

The second son, Andrew, who had 
qualified in civil engineering worked as 
a surveyor on railway construction when 
it was undergoing major development 
throughout New Zealand in the 1870s. 
The family bought and settled in a large 
property in the Christchurch suburb of 
St Martins called Merchiston which still 
exists today.

The two brothers joined forces and 
ran the contracting arm of J Anderson 

Andrew Anderson
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processing into polarfleece fabric. Andrew 
ran a mechanical workshop on his farm 
for the manufacture and maintenance of 
vehicles, but this has now become a base 
for making his waste recovery machinery.

After this visit I was left with the 
thought that retirement seems to have 
passed Andrew by unnoticed.

I had a few questions relating to the 
development of the VCC and addressed 
these to Andrew for clarification.

Q  In 1946 did you envisage the Club devel-
oping as it has?

A Not initially but by the end of 1949 we 
began to realise that the Club was far 
outgrowing our original expectations.

Q Was there pressure to keep the Club 
confined to its first home – the univer-
sity?

A Definitely not!

Q It seems the club started with members 
just having old vehicles but that after a 
year or so it catered more for those with 
old sports cars. Is this correct?

A Any old vehicle was always welcomed 
and catered for but very soon members 
found that elderly sports and compe-
tition cars were relatively easy to 
acquire. Obviously to most members 
these gave more bangs for your buck so 
why just have an old car?

Q  You are always associated with running 
the Club alongside the late Rob Shand. 
Was he what would be described as an 
eccentric?

A He liked to be.

Q  How did you interact with him?

A He and I invariably disagreed on 
just about everything but this meant 
healthy debate which benefitted the 
club decision-making process.

Q  Vehicle Restoration – was this encour-
aged and to what standard. Just to get the 
vehicle going and comfortable or to make 
a better-than-new article?

A We liked cars restored but only to the 
standard that would be expected of a 
vehicle of its age.

Q  What contact did you have with overseas 
Vintage car organisations and did they 
provide assistance and advice?

A My first overseas contact was with a 
Sammy Davis who at that time was 
Sports Editor for the Autocar and an 
avowed Bentley enthusiast. As well 
as giving assistance he directed me to 
the Veteran Car Club of Britain and 
opened many other doors on the old 
car movement in Britain as well. In 
Australia in 1949 I contacted a Gordon 
Nicholls of the VCC there and this led 
to many contacts in that country.

During my conversation with Andrew 
and wife Mollie, much reference was made 
to the 1965 Haast Rally that they and 
the late Sam Slyfield had organised. It is 
only now that I have some appreciation of 
what a momentous undertaking it was and 
the challenges faced and overcome. I look 
forward to more conversations with them 
both on this subject in the future.

Regretfully the Club does not see a lot 
of Mollie and Andrew Anderson at 
functions these days and now I can under-
stand why. Our clean green image owes 
much to them and others like them.   bw

DVD by Folkus Video Production & The 
Southward Museum Trust (Inc)
Length 45min.
Price
Videos - $27.00 each or both for $50.00
DVDs - $30.00 each or both for $55.00

This DVD is a follow-up production 
on a more modern medium than 
the earlier videotape titled The 

Man, His Machines, The Museum, released 
in 1998. Even if you have the earlier video 
you may still want to have this DVD to add 
to your collection. Apart from the advan-
tages of the DVD format this production 
focuses more on the vehicles in the collec-
tion, rather than Sir Len Southward’s life, 
and therefore is a very useful addition to 
the earlier video. Further, there are only a 
small number of clips from the video used 
in the production of the DVD, most being 
new footage.

A wide range of vehicles is covered, 
from the very rare through to the more 
mundane. Throughout there is excellent 
photography and frequently detail such as 
engine bays and other mechanical areas are 
featured extensively. We also see and hear 
many of the vehicles in motion as they are 
paraded around the extensive grounds of 
the Museum.

I particularly enjoyed the contempo-
rary footage of a 1950s newsreel featuring 
a speedboat race on Wellington Harbour 
with excellent shots of Len’s famous record-
breaking speedboat, Redhead, winning yet 
another race. 

There were some interesting clips of 
vehicles under restoration and on occasion 
we had before and after shots, always inter-
esting to look at.

Organist Len Fifield provided the 
excellent background music overlaying the 
production. I gather that he actually used 

the Wurlitzer organ at the museum for the 
purpose.

This production looks at the Southward 
Museum 25 years after it opened in 
December 1974 and in lieu of an actual 
visit in person I can recommend the 
addition of this DVD to your library.

Kevin Clarkson

Review

Southward Museum 25 Years On
 

Top: Waste ready for processing.
Above: Andrew’s recovery machine.
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It is my pleasure to announce that I 
have been appointed to the position of 
VCC representative to the Federation 

of Motoring Clubs for another year. 
Over the past year the Federation has 

discussed the following: public liability 
insurance for member clubs, senior drivers 
licensing, heavy vehicle brake testing, off-
road vehicles, left hand drive vehicles, 
vehicle equipment, vehicle lighting, 
authentication of member clubs’ vehicles, 
vehicle registration and tax, 12 month 
WOFs, fuel quality and emission testing. 
Most of these matters have been dealt 
with, but some are still ongoing. 

We have also had meetings with LTNZ 
and the Hon Harry Duynhoven (Minister 
of Transport Safety). These have been 
helpful and enlightening. 

The good news is LTNZ have decided 
not to test all vehicles for emissions, only 
post 1990 vehicles will be tested. Other 
vehicles will have a visual inspection at 
WOF time for smoke i.e. the existing 10 
second smoke rule. 

A Federation of Motoring Clubs 
sub-committee is also looking into the 
possibility of having no (or a minimal) 
registration fee and the vehicle tax added 
to the cost of petrol. In this way those 
that use the road most will pay more. This 
should find favour with vehicle collectors 
and pensioners. 

In the Autumn 2005 issue of AA 
Directions a letter to the editor suggested 
a WOF every 5,000km, or 12 months 
whichever comes first, might be worth 
looking into. The problem with this is 
nobody knows how far they will travel 
between WOFs, what expiry date would 
you have on your sticker? How many of us 
would check our mileage to see if a WOF 
is due? The Federation of Motoring Clubs 
has had enquiries about the possibility of 

12 month WOFs for older vehicles as these 
are known to only travel short distances 
annually. I have made enquiries at issuing 
authorities and government departments 
and had positive feedback. The only 
negative suggestion was that it would need 
a tougher test, but when I pointed out that 
most of my cars sit all winter and only get 
a six month WOF annually now, it was 
agreed that the same test would suffice. 
The Federation of Motoring Clubs have 
formed a sub-committee to look into all the 
possibilities and put forward a submission. 

Public liability insurance isn’t an issue 
with the VCC as they have good cover, 
but smaller federation member clubs find 
it expensive and a worry. The Federation 
is looking into a group scheme to suit 
member clubs. 

  
bw

New Zealand 

Federation of Motoring Clubs

report from VCC rep  

Andrew  McClintock

HISTORIC BRIDGE 
re-opened  

Text and photos John Loudon

The bridge over the Lower Shotover 
river near Queenstown served the 
Wakatipu area from 1915 until 

1975 when a larger bridge was opened to 
take two way traffic. 

The old bridge was left to fall into 
disrepair until the Queenstown Rotary 
Club took on the major task of resto-
ration to reopen it and then to use it 
as part of the Wakatipu Basin walkway 
route for foot and horse traffic only. The 
club did a brilliant job and it is a credit 
to all involved. The total cost was over 
$750,000. Well done Rotary.

On 3 June 2005, the VCC Central 
Otago Branch was invited to the re-
opening and along with a crowd of 200 
people we attended with 10 cars ranging 
from Veteran to PW.

Rotary District Governor, Martin 
Chappell, cut the ribbon, the bridge was 
opened and everyone was invited to walk 
across behind the Mayor of Queenstown 
who cut the second ribbon on the far side.

Now it was our turn. Four cars at a 
time were allowed to drive across carefully 
observing the weight restrictions. The first 
car across was a Fiat Veteran and after 

some photo stops the last, the 1916 Buick 
crossed the bridge. This car has a local 
history. It belonged to the Sew Hoy family, 
is still totally original and unrestored with 
a very low mileage and a credit to the 
current owners.

The bridge is now closed to vehicular 
traffic, apart from maintenance crews of 
course. Those vehicles which completed 
the crossing will become part of local 
history.  

bw

Above: The last two cars: Loudon’s 1939 
Chevrolet, Jones’ 1916 Buick.
Right: Bruce Jones’ 1916 Buick.

Contact Andrew on 03 338 4049
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“The Austin”, as it was always 
known by the locals and the 
workforce, grew from small 

beginnings to become, by 1930, one of the 
world’s most important makers of family 
cars. Many of you reading this will have 
grown up with its stylish post-war flying 
A saloons, from the tiny A30 to the sleek 
A105 and their finned Farina-styled succes-
sors. Fewer will recall the heyday of the 
pre-war Big Sevens, Eights, Tens, Twelves 
and Sixteens that were still giving sterling 
service here long after their use-by date. 
You may also remember, maybe with 
sadness, how Austin’s successors, BMC, (the 
result of its 1951 merger with arch-rival 
Morris) succumbed in the  1960s to badge-
engineered complacency and the disaster 
that was British Leyland. The splendid 
reputation for dependability enjoyed by the 
“real” Austins was built up in its first quarter 
century by the Twenties, Light Sixes, 
‘Heavy’ Twelves and of course, the Sevens: 
good, sound cars whose virtues can still be 
enjoyed today by a fortunate few. 

It’s a fascinating thought that Austin 
might well have been Australasia’s first 
motor manufacturer. In 1884 the teenaged 
Herbert Austin, a farmer’s son from 
Buckinghamshire, went to Australia and 
in ten years acquired a sound engineering 
knowledge. He married an Australian girl 
and the turn of the century might well have 
found him making motor cars somewhere 
in Melbourne. As it was he went to Sydney 

as Engineer for the Wolseley Sheep-
Shearing Company and in 1893 went 
home as Manager of their newly formed 
British arm. Within five years Austin had 
produced an experimental motor tricycle. 
By 1899 he’d designed the first production 
Wolseley. Towards the end of 1905, after 
four difficult years as Chief Designer and 
General Manager he resigned, bought a 
factory and went out on his own. 

Austin had vigorously defended the 
horizontal layout of his Wolseley engines 
so there must have been a few raised 
eyebrows among his former colleagues 
when, early in 1906, the first car to bear 
his own name, a 25/30hp with a vertical 
in-line four cylinder engine, made its bow. 
Conventional but sturdy, the early Austins 
established a reputation for dependability 
that would endure for over half a century. 

Their merits soon tweaked the antenna 
of Wellington businessman George H. Scott 
who in 1910 set up shop in Upper Cuba 
Street, and ordered a 15hp phaeton which 
he would proudly demonstrate to anyone 
who looked as if he could afford one. In 
his search for clients Scott (GH as he was 
known in the trade) resorted to some bizarre 
advertising, like this gem, gleaned from the 
classified columns of The Dominion…

“Scott’s Motor Company is a lay-low 
firm which does business quietly with no 
splash or bounce, no flash business, no flash 
profits, but flash cars - and what’s more, the 
profits that do accumulate are banked.”

Despite, or perhaps even because of, 
Scott’s trans-atlantic advertising style 
Austins sold steadily and by 1911 he had 
moved to larger premises at 68 Dixon Street 
and was spreading his network to other parts 
of the country. Scott’s early success can be 
put down in part to the strong loyalties 
still held for “Mother England”. But the 
coming of war in 1914 would fan the first 
wind of change. Virtually overnight British 
manufacturers watched their sales plummet 
and many of the more vulnerable firms 
just curled up and died. For the survivors 
it was a case of adapting their resources 
to the war-effort. Over the four years of 
war, Austin became a leading player in 
munitions production, making everything 
from armoured cars to aircraft, and by the 
end Herbert had a knighthood. He also had 
the largest car factory in the British Empire, 
and a problem – what to do with it! 

Although he doubted that the British 
motorist would accept what he called 
American ‘tin cans,’ Austin did hold a 
grudging respect for US mass production 
methods. At one point during the war 
his personal transport had been a Hudson 

12  Beaded Wheels

AUSTINS 
in New Zealand
Text and photos Peter Fry

Main. John Duncan & family in their 1911 
Austin 18/24. Botanic Gardens, Wellington. 
Above. The shape of Austin c1914. A 20hp 
“Defiance” tourer.
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Super Six which was very likely the inspi-
ration for his first post-war product, the 
chunky and well-appointed 3.6 litre four-
cylinder Twenty. 

Taking a lead from Henry Ford, Austin 
decided to stake his future on that one 
model, and in 1919, using the first two 
prototypes as demonstrators, he embarked 
on a huge sales drive. GH Scott had gone 
to Longbridge to discuss direct shipments 
to sales outlets in New Zealand. He 
returned confidently to Wellington as 
“Official Factory Representative” and 
began to build the network of provin-
cial distributorships which would continue 
to market Austin cars till the formation 
in 1969 of the NZ Motor Corporation. 

1918  Dexter & Crozier Dexter Motors (Auckland) 
1919  David Crozier Ltd. (Canterbury-Westland) 
1919  P.H. Vickery Ltd. (Southland) 
1921  Magnus Motors Ltd. (Wellington) 
1924  Seabrook Fowlds (Auckland) 
1929  NZ Farmers Co-op Soc Ltd. 
1930  Anderson & Hansen Ltd. (Hawke’s Bay-Poverty 
Bay) 
1930  Taranaki Farmers Co-op Ltd. (Taranaki) 

The first was Dexter & Crozier Ltd. 
Glasgow-born David Crozier had arrived 
in Auckland as a child and served his 
apprenticeship as a blacksmith at the 
Newmarket Railway Workshop. At 21, 
armed with his indentures, he took part in 
a revolution in Hawaii and five years later, 
back in Auckland, he formed a partner-
ship with Reuben Dexter, importing 
bicycles and later motorcycles and cars, 
In 1903 they became the first overseas 
agent for Cadillac. In 1908 Dexter and 
Crozier opened a branch in Manchester 
Street, Christchurch announcing a fine 
array of agencies including Oakland, Paige, 
Briscoe, Bean, Belsize and Thorneycroft. 
They landed the Austin distributorship in 
1919 but almost immediately Dexter went 

his own way, leaving Crozier sole franchise-
holder for Canterbury-Westland. 

It was very likely Croziers who made 
the first post-war Austin sale in New 
Zealand. Surviving records show that in 
November 1919 a seven seat tourer was 
delivered to a Mr Mills of St. Andrews, 
South Canterbury. At £664 it wasn’t cheap 
but to a back-country farmer the Twenty 
was an attractive package; well made in 
the English tradition, and powerful enough 
to romp effortlessly over our hilly, unsealed 
country roads. So the orders rolled in, but 
the Austins didn’t. By mid 1920 the supply 
line from England had all but dried up. 
Something was seriously wrong. 

The Austin Company in fact was in 
dire straits. Its initial sales drive had netted 
thousands of orders based on little more 
than photographs and a brief descrip-
tion. To answer such demand the factory 
would have had to produce 25,000 cars 
a year but in 1919 it was hard pressed to 
turn out more than 150 a week! Surviving 
sales records show that in the entire year 

to July 1920 only 534 Twenties had left 
Longbridge. To add to the woes a slump 
in the UK market and a significant rise 
in the road-tax on big cars had caused a 
dramatic fall in sales. Money for wages was 
drying up and pressure from creditors was 
growing. The Directors had already fielded 
two petitions for winding-up and in March 
1921 an official receiver was appointed to 
run the business on a day-by-day basis. 

Against that grim scenario develop-
ment work had begun discreetly on the two 
models that would prove the company’s 
salvation. As early as 1918 Sir Herbert 
had mooted the possibility of a scaled-
down version of the Twenty and in July 
1921 the prototype Twelve, minus body, 
was demonstrated to the press. The Motor’s 
verdict: “The car is flexible, silent and 
sturdy and we predict it will attain great 
popularity”. Indeed, the 1.6 litre (later 1.8) 
Twelve would gain an enviable reputation 
for solid durability. Production ran from 
1922 to 1940, many later examples serving 
as London taxis into the mid-’50s. 

By the time the receiver left, in March 
1921, Sir Herbert, with the help of an 
apprentice-draftsman, Stanley Edge, had 
begun design work on the miniature car that 
would bring him motoring immortality. The 
Austin Seven tourer, with room for four at a 
crush (hence the nickname “chummy”) and 
brakes on all four wheels was Austin’s own 
vision of “Comfortable, reliable transport for 
those who at the moment can only afford a 
motorcycle”. His fellow directors were far 
from convinced that a ‘bathtub’ would solve 
the company’s financial troubles but in July 
1922, at London’s Claridges Hotel, Austin 
duly presented his new baby, nestling 
among potted palms, to an astonished and 
incredulous press. 

to be continued
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SE-5 fighters being assembled, Longbridge c1918. Standing on an Austin armoured car like this Lenin 
gave his famous rallying speech in Moscow, 1917.

1922 - one of the first Austin Sevens poses for 
a publicity shot. The driver is Herbert Austin’s 
daughter, Zeta Lambert. 

Amid the potted palms: an early Twenty awaits a 
customer. 

Centenary Celebrations
The aura of gloom that hangs over MG-Rover’s recently closed Longbridge plant 
can’t take the gloss away from the Centennial celebrations for the old Austin 
Company, founded on that same site in November 1905. 
The UK “Federation of Austin Clubs” held a four-day extravaganza in July, 
including a display of historic Austins and a Grand Parade through the centre of 
Birmingham. A ‘black-tie’ dinner was attended by motoring celebrities and by 
Austin enthusiasts from far and wide, including New Zealand. 
For over sixty years marque Austin enjoyed a loyal following here, and next 
January New Zealand’s principal Austin enthusiasts’ clubs, the Vintage Austin 

Register and “Flying A” will be marking the old Company’s centennial with an 
“end-to-end” tour from Bluff to Cape Reinga. 
To enable as many VCC members as possible to take part, the Austin Centennial 
Tour has been timed to start at Bluff on Sunday, 21st January, on the end of 
the Club’s Diamond Jubilee Rally. Any Austin-badged vehicle will be eligible to 
undertake either the entire fifteen-day Tour to Cape Reinga, opt for the North or 
South Island or simply join in for a day. 
Details and Entry forms  from Will & Ruby Holmes, 15 Jellicoe St, Greytown 
Phone 06 304 9397, email: holmes.wandr@xtra.co.nz
Entries close at the end of August 2005
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Like a number of other Veteran car 
owners, I made some enquiries as 
to what was planned and how long 

it was envisaged the run would take. The 
plan was to keep it all pretty low-key and 
easy enough for single and twin cylinder 
cars, with the event to take about a week. 
Many of the entrants came together for a 
pea, pie’n’pud dinner at the Taupo VCC 
headquarters and an initial briefing, where 
we could meet people we didn’t already 
know. So it transpired that seventeen crews 
of Veteran car drivers, passengers and their 
luggage met at the Taupo Vintage Car 
Club rooms on the morning of 13 April to 
begin the Tour.

The first part of the tour led us out to 
the Aratiatia rapids, north of Taupo, to see 
the gates of the Hydro Station open and 
we could watch the water fill the chasm 
where the rapids become visible. A couple 
of slightly reluctant cars caused some angst 
for their crews initially, but by the time 
we reached Reporoa for the next stop and 
a regrouping of the troops, most of the 
problems were ironed out. Regular regroup-
ings kept the entrants together throughout 
the event. The Quarries’ GWK had a short 
circuit on a spark lead which some plastic 
tape sorted out, and Ray Officer’s 1906 
Cadillac also had intermittent problems, 
later put down to a wiring fault, which 
dogged the car on occasions for the rest 
of the tour. A look at some hot pools 
near Waiotapu and lunch at Waikiti Hot 
Springs soon had us all thinking about hot 
swims that night. Mid-afternoon had us all 

in Rotorua at a motel close to the Rotorua 
branch clubrooms where the folks there 
put on a superb barbecue, prior to their 
monthly meeting. One or two of the crews 
were pretty sleepy after a hard day, and 
made it an early night.

Next morning, and not long after 
“sparrows,” there came the sound of 
bagpipes to rouse us all. It seems there 
were four pipers among the entrants and 
one drummer, so it was fortunate that only 
Gavin Harris (1918 Ford T Speedster) had 
the forethought and the room to bring his 
“music”. And so every morning thereafter 
to the wail of a different tune (so he said) 
we were roused from our slumbers.

The second day’s adventure, for it is 
always an adventure in a Veteran car, 
took us first to Te Amorangi Museum 
on the shores of Lake Rotorua, and well 
worth visiting if you are in the area. We 
continued north before taking a right turn 
toward Whakatane, where a few miles up 
the road and through Hongi’s Track, we 
came to Hell’s Gate, an interesting thermal 
tourist trap with quite dangerous hot-pools. 
“Who would cook faster if he was to fall 
in a hot-pool, an Aussie or a Kiwi? The 
Kiwi, it’s just a little bird!” Around the 
pretty shorelines of the lakes we traveled, 
and up and down some picturesque bush-
lined roads until we arrived in Kawerau, 
where some supplies were purchased for 
the evening and another barbecue, this 
time put on for us by the Eastern Bay of 
Plenty VCC members. A swim in the hot-

pools that night at the Awakeri Camp had 
everyone sleeping very soundly.

The third day, and we were getting into 
the swing of things by now, had us all lining 
up for morning tea at Bert Watchorn’s 
Truck Museum only a short drive from 
the camp. The Eastern BOP VCC have 
this as their rooms so it was most inter-
esting to wander about the many restored 
and unrestored trucks, big (ex-loggers) 
and small (cow-cocky utes). Lunch was 
at Matata on the coast and what a pretty 
little place this was! (Floods have since 
wrecked the place!). Digby Young who was 
my navigator for the event and I headed 
out solo from lunch to visit an elderly aunt 
of mine in Te Puke. We left the rest of the 
people eating their lunch in Matata. Digby 
wanted to check out the antique shops in 
Te Puke so it suited both of us to take leave 
for the rest of the afternoon. However, our 
plans all went wrong as when I dropped 
Digby at the eastern end of the main street 
and was about to head up to see my aunt, 
the car broke an axle. That’s a pretty rare 
occurrence for a Ford Model T, I’m told. A 
washer inside the differential had dropped 
onto the axle off one of its keepers and 
had been wearing away at the axle for 
some time until it cried enough. No drive 
and only a hand-brake is a pretty scary 
situation to be in, but I pulled up onto the 
kerb and that was the end of the tour for 
my car. Frank and Janice Maxwell from 
Taupo who were doing the initial back-up 
job for the event were summonsed by cell-
phone, and the car was returned to Taupo 

Some time late last year a Veteran tour around the Thermal Triangle of the North Island 

to be organised by North Island Club Captain Rob Knight, and wife Pat, was mooted.

APRIL 2005

Thermal Triangle Tour
Text and photos Rod McKenzie
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and put into Frank’s garage in disgrace. I 
returned in the modern with the trailer to 
join the rest of the crew at Paengaroa after 
dinner which they had had at the Te Puke 
Auto Barn.

There is one bonus about having a 
break-down, and that is that you get to ride 
with and to know other folks better. I had 
the opportunity to travel in Ray Officer’s 
1906 Cadillac,  Roy Sharman’s 1915 Perry, 
and Wayne and Shona Richards’ 1911 
EMF during the course of the rest of the 
event.

Saturday saw us head for Tauranga with 
a stop at Ivan Allan’s home and workshop 
for a fabulous morning tea and a look at 
various Veteran cars complete and also 
being restored. This was a highlight for 
many of us. Lunch had been arranged 
for us at a winery in Tauranga, and we 
settled down under sun umbrellas where a 
very formal luncheon was enjoyed by all. 
Several games of petanque had Hawke’s 
Bay domiciled players cleaning up the 
opposition. In the afternoon we headed 
up the busy road to Katikati, and our next 
two night’s accommodation at Athenree 
on the coast. It was at this point that the 
next break-down occurred, when Gavin 
Harris’s Ford T had a misdemeanor in the 
transmission and was ultimately shipped 
home courtesy of the AA.

Sunday was an opportunity to check 
out Waihi and surrounds, with most crews 
taking the train to the Martha Mine 
nearby. This was very interesting to see, 
as was the great hole in the ground behind 
Waihi where a gold mining company has 
an open-cast pit. This operation will soon 
stop and the pit will be allowed to fill with 
water for recreational purposes. It was at 
this part of the journey that Diane Quarrie 
was to find that cell-phones don’t work 
well under water, and it was to everyone’s 
amusement, and her embarrassment, that 
it had had to be retrieved from a WC.

Monday saw us leave Athenree and we 
made our way through the Karangahake 
Gorge trying to travel by back roads 
where possible, until a regrouping again 
in Paeroa. Many of the crews checked out 
the numerous antique and junk shops in 
the town before we turned for home on the 
last leg of the triangle. We had lunch in 
the very pretty domain in Te Aroha where 
the new back-up team of Bruce and Trish 
Jefferies were relieved of their Land Cruiser 
and trailer so they could experience some 
Veteran motoring. The directions had us go 

past the memorial to the DC3 that crashed 
in the Kaimais in the early 1960s before 
we arrived at the Firth Tower Museum 
near Matamata. This is another worthwhile 
stop if you are cruising and looking for 
something to do. An “almost final dinner” 
had been arranged that night at the Opal 
Springs camp and motel, and it wasn’t long 
before the entrants were having a great 
time with their fish and chip meal. Some of 
the folk from further north were departing 
at this point, while the rest of the group 
carried on to Taupo the next day.

The final day was the longest drive we 
had and many of the group were getting 
tired. One in particular must have been 
Walter McFarland, who was navigating 
for Murray Toms in their 1917 Dodge 
Roadster. Just after passing Whakamaru 
and the final regrouping for the day, Walter 
went to sleep. Murray carried on unknow-
ingly without any instructions, ending up 
in Tokoroa instead of Taupo. He could 
be forgiven this indiscretion, but not so 
the three ladies who had taken over my 
modern, as they simply followed him and 
didn’t read the instructions.

The final dinner back at the Taupo 
VCC rooms that evening saw lots of stories 
told, and most of us agreed that we would 
like to do this again sometime, perhaps 
in the opposite direction. Without people 
like Rob and Pat Knight (1906 Alldays) to 
put on a tour like this the cars would likely 
stay in their sheds. 

We had a great trip and a Veteran 
adventure during the week’s tour. No prizes 
meant all of us were winners, and what a 
lot of fun! bw

Above: Wayne & Shona Richards’ 1911 EMF at 
Taupo start.
Right top to bottom: Shrek and his mate! Digby Young 
(left) and Rod McKenzie (right) on a bad hair day
Cars preparing to leave Anthenree
The entrants outside the Rotorua clubrooms
Gavin Harris and Peter McCool make an entrance 
at Watchorn’s museum

Opposite page top left: Monty & Pauline Scarborough’s 
1913 Ford T roadster, Karangahake Gorge.
Main: The Knights’ 1906 Alldays, and the Officers’ 
1906 Cadillac
Bottom left: Roy Sharman’s 1915 Perry about to 
leave Anthenree.
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The Buick Motor Company was 
established in 1903 and sold its 
first car in 1904. Shortly after, it 

was taken over by William Crapo Durant 
who used Buick as the foundation of 
General Motors, which he established in 
1908. With the re-organisation of General 
Motors by William Sloan in the early 
1920s, Buick’s solid position in the middle 
of the General Motors range was cemented 
and has remained so to this day. 

After using ohv straight eight motors 
exclusively from 1931 to 1952, for 1953 
Buick joined the American industry trend 
to short-stroke V8s with the introduction 
of its distinctive ‘nailhead’ motor (so called 
because it had smaller valves than other 
V8s). The Buick V8 differed from the rest 
of its competitors in having its valves set 
at 45˚ to the axis of the cylinder, which 
meant that they sat vertical in the car. 
This feature, along with the engine being 
very oversquare (4" bore x 3.2" stroke in 
original form), gave a much narrower unit 
– only 26.5". Initially of 322 cubic inches 
(and developing 170-188 hp depending 
on carburation) the ‘nailhead,’ like it’s 
competitors, was rapidly increased in size 

and in its final form for 1966, displaced 
425 cubic inches (7 litres) and developed 
up to 340 hp. This engine was also the 
first new V8 to originate with a 12 volt 
electrical system. 

 Also unique to Buicks of this era was the 
Dynaflow automatic transmission, which 

16  Beaded Wheels

1958 BUICK 
Text Mark Dawber, photos Kevin Clarkson

BEHIND THE  WHEEL

had been introduced for 1948. Unlike 
other automatic transmissions which used 
a series of clutch-packs and planetary gear 
sets to give several ratios, the Dynaflow 
relied on its torque converter for its primary 
drive and had planetary gears for low and 
reverse only. In its later variants it used 
an increasingly complex torque converter, 
which proved expensive to build and to 
service. The Dynaflow was finally replaced 
by the GM Turbo-Hydramatic transmis-
sion in the early 1960s. 

Another distinctive Buick feature 
was its use, from 1938, of coil spring rear 
suspension when most of the industry 
remained with leaf springs. In contrast, 
Buick retained torque-tube drive until 
1961 when most of the industry had gone 
over to open shaft drive.

Like most American cars of the 1950s, 
Buicks were big. Even its smallest models 
were on a 122" wheelbase, were over 17' 
long and weighed at least 4000 lbs (about 
1800kg) dry. This weight is comparable 
with today’s Aussie V8s which are not 
as big, however the cars of the 50s were 
not filled with the electronic ‘extras’ and 
safety features, which make today’s cars 

Cross section of first Buick V-8 shows emphasis placed 
on restricting overall width, with valves standing 
straight up and exhaust passages making sharp curves. 
Crankcase is integral with cylinder block.
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much heavier than their earlier ancestors. 
The largest of the ’58s weighed over 4700 
lbs (2150 kgs) – still not as heavy as the 
current crop of large SUVs. The new 
2005 LandRover Discovery weighs in at 
2700kgs!

The automobile industry, like the rest 
of the United States’ industries, was very 
busy producing military hardware during 
World War II and when the war finished 
in 1945 had to make rapid changes to get 
back into automobile production to satisfy 
the pent-up demand of a country that had 
been starved of new cars for 31/2 years. 
The years of the late 1940s and early 1950s 
were a seller’s market as the American 
public clamoured for new cars in an era of 
post-war prosperity.  Most makers began 
the new era building cars little changed 
from those they had been building in 1942, 
a year when many new models had been 
introduced. 1949 saw the introduction of 
the new post-war models for the big three 
manufacturers. The Korean war of 1950-
53 (which gave the industry a brief set 
back) delayed introduction of totally new 
models until the 1954 and 1955 seasons. 

behindthewheel

(Buick, Oldsmobile and Cadillac got new 
bodies in 1954, Pontiac and Chevrolet 
had to wait until the following year, both 
getting new bodies to go with their respec-
tive new V8s.)

1955 was a banner year for the American 
car industry. Demand was such that many 
makers, Buick included, could not keep up 
with orders. The horsepower race was just 
beginning and everybody wanted one of the 
new V8s (Buick engineers had developed 
the four barrel carburettor in 1951 which 
became available on the big straight eight 
as well as on Oldsmobile and Cadillac 
V8s in 1952). During this era there were 
rapid increases in horsepower with bigger 
engines with bigger valves, bigger carbure-
tors and manifolds and raised compression 
ratios. This became necessary, as the cars 
got bigger and heavier and flashier.

 Buick sold just over 150,000 cars in 
1946 (less than half the 1942 total) but 
as production capacity was increased, the 
total began to climb. In 1950 sales were 
over 600,000 but then dipped during the 
Korean War, lowering to just over 300,000 
in 1952. 1955 saw a record of over 730,000, 
a figure Buick would not surpass until the 
mid-1970s. With such wildly fluctuating 
figures it must have been a nightmare 
for those sourcing components etc. to get 
everything right.

To quote Terry Dunham in The Buick, 
“1955 was a mixed blessing for Buick. 
True, it set records that took decades to 
surpass, but some veterans are convinced 
that the division also built far beyond its 
true production capacity, sacrificing Buick’s 
reputation for temporary sales success. As 
a result, they contend, the cars were not 
well finished, customers became angry and 
Buick went into a tailspin from which it 
barely recovered. That answer is probably 
too pat. A variety of factors contributed to 
Buick’s problems in the late fifties. One of 
them was indeed quality control, but there 
were engineering failures and the 1957 
styling was disastrous. People began turning 
to smaller cars in the wake of a recession, 
which began in 1956 and Buick had the 
image of a gas-guzzler although it was no 
worse than the competition. There was an 
internal feud between the engineering and 
manufacturing departments and there was 
poor management.” The last feature was 
something the British industry did not have 
to itself! Buick continued to ‘improve’ its 
styling but was slow to upgrade its brakes 
and problematical rear axles. Buick had 
already had problems with its brakes. It 
introduced optional power brakes in some 
1953 models without adequate testing. 
Many of the cylinders suffered early seal 
failures leaving the cars without brakes. 
Ralph Nader used the ‘Buick power brake 
problem’ in his book Unsafe at any Speed, 

as an example of the industry being too 
willing to put inadequately tested compo-
nents on the market. In this era Buick 
also suffered problems with varying quality 
of its brake drum castings. As a result of 
these problems, Buick engineers developed 
new finned aluminium front drums with 
cast iron liners, which were first fitted on 
some 1957 models and on all 1958 models 
except the Special. This feature turned 
Buick’s reputation around – instead of 
having some of the worst brakes they had 
by far the best.

Buoyed by its success in 1955 Buick 
was gearing up its tooling to produce 
one million cars a year – optimism both 
misplaced and expensive. They retained 
third position in the industry in 1956 
but sales dropped below 600,000. 1957 
saw what many considered Buick’s worst 
styling year. Particularly remembered is the 
three-piece rear window, a feature seen in 
NZ on the first of the PA Vauxhalls. Sales 
dropped to just over 400,000 and third 
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place in sales was taken by Plymouth. This 
year did see the introduction of ball-joint 
front suspension and the nailhead V8 was 
increased in size to 364 cubic inches with 
horsepower on the top models up to 300.

Buick was committed to the tooling for 
the 1958 models, a major re-skin of the 
’57s. They were the ‘chromiest’ ever. They 
had “gaudy louvres and chrome on the rear 
fenders, twin gun-sight ornaments on each 
front fender and what Buick President 
Edward Ragsdale called ‘the 
most dazzling grille design in 
Buick history’. It consisted 
of 160 small chrome squares, 
each with four triangular 
surfaces to reflect light.” 
There was so much chrome 
on the car that there was no 
room for the traditional Buick 
‘venti-ports’ (portholes). 1958 
was the last year that the old 
model names (Special, Super, 
Century, Roadmaster and 
Limited) were used. 1959 saw 
totally new styling and a new 
set of model names.

The subject of this article 
is a 1958 Buick Special 
Model 41 4 door sedan. This 
was Buick’s biggest seller 
this year with over 41,000 
being sold. Other models in 
the Special series were the 
Model 43 4 door hardtop, the 
Model 48 2 door sedan, the 
Model 46R 2-door hardtop 
coupe, the Model 46C 2-
door convertible, the Model 
49 4 door station wagon 
and the Model 49D 4-door 
hardtop station wagon. 
The next series was the 
Century (Series 60), which 
used the same chassis as the Special and 
was available in the same range of body 
styles as the Special (except there was 
no Century 2 door sedan). The Century 
models were on average about 20% dearer 
than the corresponding Special. On the 
longer (1271/2") wheelbase were the 
Super (Series 50) and the Roadmaster 
(Series 75). The Super came as a 2-door 
and 4-door hardtop only. The Roadmaster 
was available in the same two styles and a 
convertible as well. For 1958 only, Buick 
resurrected an old nameplate for a new 
extra luxury line called the Limited (Series 
700). It was priced at over USD$5000 (in 
comparison the Special sedan sold for less 
than USD$3000) and shared the chassis 
(and body styles) of the Roadmaster but 
had extra length added into the rear 
fenders (bringing its length up to almost 
19 feet) with unique chrome mouldings 
and taillights. The 1958 Roadmaster 

and Limited models had the biggest rear 
bumpers of any 1958 American car. The 
1958 Buick Limited convertible is regarded 
as the most ‘collectible’ model with only 
839 having been produced.

The 1958 Buicks were all powered 
by the 364 cubic inch version of the 
‘nailhead V8’ with the Special using a 
9.5:1 compression ratio and a two barrel 
carburetor to produce 250 hp (8:1 was 
used in the manual version), whereas all 

the other models used a 10:1 compression 
ratio and a four barrel carburetor to give 
300 hp. The Special models came standard 
with a three-speed manual transmission 
(with Dynaflow automatic available as 
an option), the larger models came with 
Dynaflow as standard (98% of buyers chose 
the Dynaflow option). Many other features 
such as power steering, power brakes, 
power seat, windscreen washers and glare-
proof inside rear view mirror were standard 
on the dearer models but optional on the 
Special. As with most of its contempo-
raries the 1958 Buick was available in a 
large number of different paint and trim 
combinations. There were 21 different 
paint colours with more added as the year 
progressed. Two toning was optional. There 
were more than 60 different trim combina-
tions with cloth, vinyl and leather options. 
This many variations meant that there 
were not often two cars exactly alike.

Finding “the one”
Merv and Janet Lilley, the owners of 

the featured car, already owned a nice tidy 
1966 Buick Electra 225 Custom four door 
hardtop. Merv thought he might like a 
’50s Buick to go with it. A search of cars 
for sale revealed the ’58 in Australia. It 
had apparently been imported from the 
US some years earlier but had had nothing 
done to it. As with the Railton featured 
recently in Beaded Wheels, the car when 

it arrived, didn’t quite match 
up to the vendor’s descrip-
tion. Much of the steering 
gear needed replacing and as 
most of the panels needed 
some work (to remove rust 
or dents), a complete repaint, 
in the existing colour, was 
undertaken. It had obviously 
been stripped and completely 
repainted in the present 
colour, seen in the photos, at 
some time, so that is what was 
used for the repaint. From the 
identification plate on the 
firewall it has recently been 
determined that the original 
colour was Reef Coral (a pale 
rose brown), and the interior 
was black and white.

Getting the car ‘compli-
anced’ was a major headache 
as there was no paperwork 
with it. Another problem 
came with fitting seatbelts. 
As it was a new import, belts 
up to current standard had to 
be fitted. As the centre pillar 
on this model is too narrow 
to bolt a belt to, a special 
exemption had to be sought 
to fit only lap belts in the 
front. Mechanically the car 

was mostly sound (although the brakes 
were rebuilt) and the engine only required 
a tune-up.

Road Test
I drove the Buick to the American 

Car Day at Waikuku Beach north of 
Christchurch on a fine November day. 
Climbing in requires some care as the side 
roof rail is rather low and the wrap-around 
windscreen-frame is a ‘knee-knocker’. 
Once in, there is plenty of headroom – 
remember this car is from a time when 
men wore hats!  The interior is much 
more restrained in style than the exterior. 
The seats are cream vinyl with red cloth 
inserts for four although the car seats six 
easily with ample legroom. The wide dash 
is rather plain with instruments small and 
grouped together as is typical of its era. 
The speedometer is a ‘strip’ type with 
a red dotted line moving from the left 
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there is just a steady surge of acceleration 
at almost constant engine speed until the 
required velocity is reached. Speeds well 
in excess of the limit are no problem – the 
more powerful models were claimed to be 
capable of exceeding 110 mph.

By coincidence, on the same day, I had 
the opportunity to take a short drive in a 
current model Commodore SS V8 owned 
by a neighbour of mine. This is a similar 
sized and weight car with a similar size 
motor, although much more powerful and 
fitted with a multi-speed automatic trans-
mission. Even on a moderate throttle it 
gained speed quickly, shifting up through 
the gears with some urgency. Being the 
sporty model it is shod with low-profile 
18" tyres, which I found to be very noisy 
on our coarse-chip sealed roads. It made 
an interesting comparison with the ’58 
Buick and showed that some progress has 
been made in 50 years of car development, 
particularly in terms of ‘chassis control’ i.e. 
braking and cornering.

I enjoyed the opportunity to drive a big 
American car again and wish to thank Merv 
for letting me sample his Buick. bw

1958 Buick Special 4 door Sedan Model 41

Wheelbase 122"
Length 211.8" (17ft 8in)
Weight approx  4100lb.
Tyres 7.10 x 15.
Engine Overhead valve V8. 

  Hydraulic lifters.  
  Carter two barrel carburettor.
Bore & stroke 4.125in x 3.4in
Comp.ratio  9.5:1, 250bhp@4400rpm.
3 speed manual transmission standard - Dynaflow 
automatic optional.
Price new when fitted with Dynaflow, power 
steering and brakes, radio and heater - approx. 
$US3400.  
Standard features include; ignition key light, glove 
box, cigar lighter, trip mileage indicator, geared 
quarter window winders, bumper guards, variable 
speed wipers, and a Step-On parking brake. 
 Interior trim was either Cloth and vinyl or 
'Cordaveen' and vinyl. Other accessories and con-
venience options available included; - Radio, heater, 
airconditioning, windscreen washers, tinted glass.  
The 'safety group' accessory pack - back up lights, 
padded instrument panel, parking brake warning 
light and glare-proof inside rear view mirror. 
The Series 40 'accessory group' included an electric 
clock, full wheel covers, automatic trunk light and a 
rear number plate frame.
Model 41 production; 48,238.
Total series 40 production; approx 140,000.
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as speed increases. The (non-adjustable) 
wheel is big but falls easily to hand. The 
driver is reminded that the car has power 
steering by the inscription in the wheel 
hub (similarly the power brakes by the 
lettering in the wide brake pedal). The 
car starts easily from cold and pulls away 
readily. It idles a little fast with some 
‘lumpiness’ perhaps exaggerated by the 
slightly-too-noisy dual exhaust system 
fitted. The column-mounted transmission 
selector needs care in use as it has the old 
style pattern of P N D L R rather than the 
more usual P R N D L which became the 
industry standard in the early ’60s. Those 
who know me will know that I have driven 
many thousands of miles in left hand drive 
cars. Although my own example has been 
‘hors de combat’ for some years, I was able 
to re-adjust to steering from the left very 
quickly. In normal driving it is not really 
a problem as long as care is taken. Passing 
a large truck requires some forethought 
– mainly hanging back a bit in order to see 
past and then making use of the V8 power 
to go by quickly.

That there is no substitute for cubic 
inches is true even with this ‘lesser’ 
version of the Buick V8, which requires 
only a minimum of throttle in normal 
driving. Urban speeds are achieved at 
little above idle and hill climbing and 
acceleration need only a slight depres-
sion of the accelerator pedal. As suggested 
earlier in this story the brakes are only 
adequate, the slight pulsing in the pedal 
suggesting that at least one drum is out 
of round. Merv would like to have them 
done again. This ’58 is fitted with modern 
steel belted radials (225/70 x 15 vs. the 
original 7.10 x 15 crossplies), which may 
be the reason why this car doesn’t ride 
as smoothly or as quietly as it should. 
There is also a noticeable rattle under-
neath which is probably caused by the 
exhaust system which passes through the 
central cruciform chassis in several places 
with very little clearance available. Out on 
the road, the view forward is dominated by 
the large, bulging hood (bonnet) and the 
twin ‘gun-sights’, one on each front fender. 
Like most cars of its era, it rides nose high 
with the nose riding even higher under 
acceleration. The most noticeable differ-
ence between a ’50s Buick and others of 
its era is the lack of ‘gear-changing’ in the 
transmission. Step on the loud pedal and 

This 1957 Century two door hardtop promotional 
photo highlights the three panel rear window and 
high wheel arch.
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Jawa. Just saying the name conjures 
up dour, tragic images of austere Iron 
Curtain communism; of utilitarian 

vehicles designed with pure function-
alism in mind, with form not entering 
the equation; of cheaply manufactured 
vehicles with no performance or style, 
and shoddily built into the bargain. And 
bargains they were. After all, in western 
capitalist societies you could hardly give 
them away….Name me a western country 
where Skodas, Ladas, Trabants, MZs and 
most importantly, Jawas, shattered the 
best selling charts. How many motoring 
magazines had centre-page posters of 
scantily-clad ladies draped across the 
bonnet of a Lada, or straddling the seat of a 
Jawa, for teenage boys to salivate over?

But are these images justified? This is 
the story of triumph over tragedy, on both 
global and personal scales. It is the story of 
a man who lost control of all his pride and 
senses and bought a wrecked 1960 Jawa 
to restore to its former austere, functional 
glory. And like all the other sane people 
on the planet, you may ask me why? 
What possessed me, a man with a tertiary 
education and so-called intelligence, to 
purchase a non-working, incomplete, 
hand-painted, rusted, dented, hunk of 
Communist iron (and aluminium) and to 
throw trailer loads of hard earned cash at 
it for several years? Because it’s different, 

and it’s a relatively rare bit of New Zealand 
motoring history, that’s why.

But first a brief history lesson…
Jawa was formed in 1929 with the 

amalgamation of the Czech arms company 
‘Janeek’ and the German motorcycle 
factory ‘Wanderer’. Combining the first 
two letters of each name thus inflicted 
‘Jawa’ upon the poor souls of Earth. For a 
brief period in the late 1950s to early 1960s 
Jawas were assembled in New Zealand, 
hence the Jawa–NZ logo on the tank. The 

local history of my machine is uncertain, 
except that I bought it on the West Coast 
about twelve years ago for the sum of $200. 
The previous owner had allegedly used 
the bike for bashing through the West 
Coast bush to go ‘moss’ picking, but from 
the character’s appearance, and the fact 
that the bike was painted green all over to 
blend perfectly into the West Coast foliage 
makes one question what sort of ‘moss’ 

was being picked? Probably another variety 
starting with ‘m’.

I started the restoration in Greymouth 
soon after purchase, but upon moving back 
to Christchurch shortly after that, I ripped 
in to the restoration with such pace it only 
took me ten years to complete. Along the 
way I met many characters; some good, 
some not-so-good, and some bad; very bad. 
Good ones included the closet Jawa freaks 
who supplied me with much information, 
spare parts and other help. Not-so-good 
ones included the outfit who first rewired 
the bike, charged me a fortune for it and 
got it wrong: They literally had their wires 
crossed (more precisely my wires crossed) 
amongst a host of other faults, which 
caused the thing to conk out about 20km 
from home every time, due to the battery 
not recharging properly. This led me to 
develop a colourful vocabulary to say the 
least. One positive outcome was that I got 
very fit from pushing the thing! The very 
bad included the bloke who panel-beat the 
petrol tank. To knock a very small dent out 
of the tank, he quoted $30 and “be back 
in a couple of days mate”. Twelve months 
and up to $400 later, I still didn’t have 
the tank back, because I refused to pay 
the price and most of all, because he had 
done a dreadful job. To get the tank back, 
I sent an anonymous mate down to pose as 
someone who was restoring a Jawa, and our 

TRIUMPH OVER 
TRAGEDY
(Restoration of a 1960 Jawa 250)  

Jawa.  Just saying the name conjures up spine-tingling images of luxury and 

performance; of grace, pace and…Sorry, I’m confused.  I was thinking about Jaguar.  

Well, it’s a simple mistake - they both start with ‘Ja’ don’t they?  Back to Planet Earth:

To knock a very small dent out of the 

tank, he quoted $30 and 

“be back in a couple of days mate”. 

Twelve months and up to $400 later…

Text and photos John Benn

bw275.indd   20bw275.indd   20 10/10/2007   1:11:56 PM10/10/2007   1:11:56 PM



   Beaded Wheels   21

unscrupulous panel beater friend sold the 
tank to him for $50 the day after I’d been 
down to negotiate with him!

Now I’m man enough to admit to my 
own mistakes, of which there were several 
hundred! I liked to call it a learning curve….
my partner liked to call it stupidity (It is my 
first attempt at restoration after all). The 
best one I made, or more correctly, the worst 
one, was on the re-assembly. My partner 
and I lived in a tiny upstairs-downstairs 
townhouse with a detached garage about 
three miles away down a long drive. Added 
to this geographic obstacle was the fact the 
garage had no power and as it was winter, 
it was very dark and cold. Not deterred, 
the obvious solution was to re-assemble the 
bike in the spare room upstairs. All went 
swimmingly well (except for the continual 
ear-bashing from my partner which was 
odd – I always thought she was tolerant 
with a good sense of humour); all the newly 
painted and chromed bits fitted together 
perfectly, the rebuilt engine slid into the 
frame like a hand into an old glove and the 
bike looked splendid as it came together 
bit by bit under the bedroom light. When 
completed it looked as magnificent as a 
Jawa could ever look, although some friends 
have made the analogy of having a face 
only a mother could love! The problem 
then dawned on me – how do I get the 
thing down the stairs? Yes, you guessed – I 
had to take the whole thing to bits again 
and wait for daylight saving to arrive so 
I could re-assemble it in the garage each 
night after work.

But now it’s in one piece, registered, 
warranted, and mobile, which brings us 
conveniently to the technical details. The 
power plant (if power is an appropriate 

word to use) is a single cylinder, 250cc 
(248.5cc to be exact) twin port, two smoke 
producing 12 crazy ponies. The manufac-
turers were so confident it produced 12hp 
they even stamped it on the identifica-
tion plate on the frame, for all to see! 
The twin exhaust pipes were supposed to 
make the machine eerily quiet, and the 
marketing people of the times called it 
‘The Whispering Jawa’. In reality it sounds 
like a chainsaw, only twice as bad, because 
it has two exhaust pipes! The engine is 
made of alloy except for the barrel, which 
is cast iron (Hell, if the Communists made 
their curtains out of iron, there had to be 
some on their bikes!). The alloy apparently 
came from melted down, surplus WWII 
aircraft and machinery that contained all 
sorts of muck, and I’ve been told on good 
authority (by people that I have inflicted 
third degree burns upon), that it goes on 
fire very easily when one tries to weld it!

The engine and gear-box are of unit 
construction, the box having four speeds 
to release the full potential of all 12hp…
The gear lever is weird; it operates the 
gears obviously, as well as the automatic 
clutch mechanism by a cam and roller 
arrangement, AND, it is also the kick-start 
lever; push it inwards and rotate it towards 
the rear for the kick-starter. This turns 
out to be a shrewd anti-theft device. The 
relatively ignorant bike thief will realise 
there is no electric starter, nor apparently a 
kick-start lever.

The frame and swing-arm are 
constructed of square section tubing 
– when the Japanese introduced square 
section frames in the late 1970s, motorcy-
clists thought it was Christmas time, such 
was the supposed improved handling of 

motorcycles with these frames. Personally, 
I think Jawa used square-section frames 
because of a round tube shortage after the 
War... Nonetheless, the Jawa does have oil 
dampened telescopic front forks and rear 
shock absorbers. Many other lightweight 
bikes didn’t have these modern features 
until well into the ’60s. The electrics 
are made by the Czech ‘Pal’ company, 
and many parts are interchangeable with 
Ladas and Skodas. Exactly whose pal they 
were is anyone’s guess: Maybe Jo Lucas’s 
pal, as they appear to be designed and 
manufactured to the same shabby standard. 
Lighting one’s own farts produces more 
illumination than the six volt headlamp 
and tail-light. 

Unleashing all 12 wild ponies propels 
this cruise missile from 0 to an alleged 
break-neck top speed of 62mph, in about 
3days, 4hrs, 26mins. Seconds are irrel-
evant. On square-section, block pattern 
tyres, made by the British India Rubber 
Company (God knows how old the tyres 
are! I haven’t replaced them yet), I’m not 
prepared to risk my neck to find out the 
true top speed, although I have had the 
speedo needle flicker up to an indicated 
59mph…! And I can’t help but wondering 
that if it only had one exhaust pipe, it 
would weigh about four tons less, and may 
reach a dizzying 63mph top speed.

With all the above information in mind, 
we get back to the start of the story – the 
triumph over tragedy. On a personal scale, it 
was a tragedy that I ever got involved in this 
project. If I had saved the money that it has 
cost to restore the bike, I could have possibly 
bought a mansion in Fendalton or Remuera, 
instead of renting a house not much larger 
than a single garage, in Bryndwr. If I had 
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the 
lookout for a good article for a future issue and we 
are now actively seeking more contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky 
authors per issue will win a coveted limited edition 
Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or 
done on a computer (any common word-processing 
program is okay) and they can be posted to: 
Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch or e-
mail beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz  
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if 
taken using a mimum four mega pixel digital 
camera set at a high resolution. Please contact me 
if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson 
Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
hm 03 385 9821, wk 029 236 3796 (leave your name/number if engaged) 
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this 
issue are John Benn and Sue Moore. Congratulations 
and thanks for your contribution. 
Don't forget we are always looking for good 
articles.

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels cap!

TheTheThe

UK-based, The Automobile is the only 
international magazine devoted exclusively to pre-

1960 cars and commercial vehicles.

Every issue packed with articles by leading 
motoring journalists and old-car experts.

Profiles vehicles from all corners of the world, 
including New Zealand, and contains informative 

technical articles and restoration features.

The Automobile is now available on subscription 
in New Zealand at £59 for 12 issues.

◆ save $$s on the news-stand price
◆ pay by credit card
◆ delivered by airmail in the month of 

issue.
For information and a free sample copy contact:

Douglas Ormrod, 56 Whitehaven Road, 
Glendowie, Auckland. Ph/fax 09 575 4879

TheTheThe

never bought the Jawa, I might possibly 
have maintained some of my old friends, 
who ride real bikes like Nortons, Triumphs, 
BSAs, Ducatis and Harleys. And I now use 
coarse tetragrammatos far more frequently 
than I used to before I bought the thing. 
However, I have triumphed; I have made 
new friends - I have discovered there are 
multitudes (ok, a few) of closet Jawaites, 
Jawaphiles, Jawaisti or what ever they refer 
to themselves as, who have not yet ‘come 
out’ for fear of ridicule and embarrassment. 
I have started and finished a project about 
which I knew very little; I knew nothing 
about Jawas and had very little mechanical 
aptitude before the project commenced. I 
now consider myself an authority on Jawa 
history (heck, some of the other weirdos 
ask me for help now!), and as for devel-
oping my mechanical skills – well, they 
have improved a bit, but let’s say there’s still 
room for improvement. Most of all, I have 
saved a little bit of New Zealand’s motoring 
history from the scrap heap. Besides the 
Jawa, the Stewart scooter, the Mountain 
Goat farm bike, the Britten (note they are 
all motorcycles), and the Trekka (another 
NZ/Czech collaboration with those bloody 
awful Pal electrics!), I can’t think of any 
other vehicles with New Zealand or NZ, 
proudly emblazoned onto them.

On a global scale, despite its oddities, 
weirdness and idiosyncrasies, the Jawa 
was a triumph (all puns intended) of 
motorcycle style and design. The bike 
was originally designed in secrecy whilst 
the Nazis occupied Czechoslovakia – the 
Czechs cunningly painted all their test 
bikes in drab green and put German 
‘DKW’ badges on them, and no questions 
were asked. When Edward Turner of the 
Triumph motorcycle company introduced 
bikes with a headlight nacelle in 1949, he 
had an instant industrial design classic on 
his hands, which was as recognisable as the 
Volkswagen Beetle and the Coke bottle. 
The fabulous Triumph Thunderbirds, 
Tigers and Bonnevilles went on to become 
some of the most legendary bikes of all 
time. BUT and this is a big BUT; Jawa 
introduced the headlight nacelle four years 
earlier than Triumph, and in his later 
years, Turner euphemistically stated he 
had been influenced by a certain Eastern 
European design. In less PC language, he 
copied it. Not content with that, Turner 
also copied the enclosed rear body-work, 
which became known as the ‘Bathtub’ on 
Triumphs, and the automatic clutch which 
Triumph called the ‘Slickshift’. The Jawa 
also had many detail features which made 
other contemporary lightweight bikes look 
decidedly bland. For instance, Jawas came 
with full width, finned alloy hubs; chromed 
tank and gold pin-striping; a nifty headlight 
reflector adjuster (besides the normal dip-
switch) so the dazzling 6 volt beam could 

be diverted from on-coming traffic; the 
crank-case breather that connected onto 
the swing arm pivot to lubricate that 
instead of the rear tyre and the rider’s 
trousers; a dual seat; the brake light switch 
that was located in the tool box, instead of 
out in the open to collect all sorts of muck; 
unit construction engine and gearbox, 
cables tucked neatly out of the way, and 
a fully suspended frame. Similar bikes by 
comparison (British lightweights in partic-
ular) commonly had a separate gear-box of 
three speeds, bicycle like single-sided hubs, 
plunger suspension, single seat, drab paint 
schemes, and if the oil from the crank-case 
breather didn’t stain your trousers directly, 
the effects of oil on the rear tyre combined 
with the pathetic brakes would!

Yes, after a hard night at the pub 
combined with a bit of imagination, blurry-
squinting eyes, dim light, and from the 
correct angle at 50 paces, I could almost 
be looking at a classic Triumph. Yep, this 
humble little bit of Iron Curtain motoring 
went on to influence some of the great 
motorcycles of the world and was thus a 
global triumph in motorcycle design and 
engineering. But when the booze wears 
off and the eyes come right, it’s still a 
two-wheeled Skoda! However, like me, 
you’d be surprised at bike rallies by just 
how many people by-pass the Nortons, 
Triumphs, BSAs, Ducatis, Harleys etc, to 
come over and look at Jawa and to have a 
chat, and isn’t that what the whole Vintage 
thing is about? - Having a yarn (and a 
beer!) with new faces about the common 
interest of old and different vehicles. 
Also, for some unknown reason, judges 
at bike shows seem to like it; last year at 
the Ashburton Motorcycle Show, it won 
trophies for Best European and Best Pre-
1966, and also won Best European at the 
Magpie Rally in Winchester. This year it 
won Best European bike at the March Hare 
Rally near Waimate. Weird, very weird...

Finally, there are many people who 
helped along the way and all are thanked, 
especially;
Spares and Information: Allan Cleaver (Cromwell), 

Kevin McCleary (Chch)
Engine:  Kevin McCleary & MS Coombes (Chch)
Chrome:  Shiny Bits (Geraldine), Superb Plating 

Works (Christchurch)
Paint:  Canterbury Powder Coaters, Auto 

Restorations (Christchurch)
Wheels:  Wheel Building Services (Christchurch)
Bits and Pieces: Classic Bike Restorations, Universal/

Elite Metal Polishers (Chch) 
…and many others all over the place!

And just to prove I’m a real sucker for 
punishment, I’m now restoring a 1972 
Benelli Tornado 650 S2 – try finding parts 
for one of these! bw
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Overseas Events
2005 
September 1-8 Terrific Toowoomba 2005, National Veteran Car Tour 

Toowoomba, Qld., Bruce Wright – Tel 0061,7, 3351,8828 
September 7-12  Centenary of First TT Race for Cars, Isle of Man, Nigel 

Bradshaw, Tel 0061,1253,735002 
September 10-11  Beaulieu Autojumble, England, Tel 0044 1590 614654 
September 11-16  60th Revival AAA Glidden Tour, Altoona, Pennsylvania USA 
September 19-23  5th National Veteran Motorcycle Rally, Barossa Valley, SA. 

VVMCCSA, PO Box 1006, Elizabeth Vale 5112, Australia 
September  Great Dorset Steam Fair, England 
October  National Restoration Show & Grand British Autojumble 

Stoneleigh, Warwickshire, www.classiccarshows.org.uk. 
November 4-6  VCC London to Brighton Run, England, 0044 128 0841 062 
November 12-13 Bendigo Swap Meet, Victoria 

2006
February  International Historic Motorsport Show, Stoneleigh Park, 

Coventry, England, www.historicmotorsportshow.com 
February  16th Super Southern Swap Meet, Ballarat, Victoria, 

Tel 0061 3 5342 0702
February  Retromobile, Port de Versailles, France, Autojumble, auction & 

displays 
February  Toowoomba Swap Meet, Queensland, 3 days, 2000 sites 

Tel 0061 400 345 564, www.toowoomba@netspace.net.au 
March  6th Annual Pre-1945 Indoor Swap Meet, 2 days, Wichita, 

Kansas, USA, www.aircapsswapmeet.com 
March 19-April 2  Tassie Tour 2006, 15 day tour Tasmania, pre 1960s motorcycles 

Mike Glenday, Canterbury Branch VCCNZ, Tel 03 344 0425 
Easter  50th Jowett Car Club of Australia AGM & National Meet 

Armidale, NSW, Tel 0061 3 9876 3526. 

April  18th World Classic Car Show, Essen, Germany, www.siha.de 
April  Scotland’s Largest Autojumble, lizyglasgow@tiscali.co.uk 
April 30-May 5  National Veteran Rally, Whangaratta, Victoria 

email: barryjoan@bigpond.com 
June 28-July 5  1 & 2 Cyl National Tour, Bundaberg, Queensland 

TeI 0061 7 3283 3990 
July  Goodwood Festival of Speed, bookings@goodwood.co.uk 
July 20-26  Centenary Event, Return to Le Mans, Jim Worsley 

Tel 01 382 543563 
August  Prescott Hill Climb, Gotherington, Gloucester, UK 

Tel 0044 1608 644777 
September  Beaulieu Autojumble, England, Tel 0044 1590 614654
September  Great Dorset Steam Fair, England 
October 4-7  Hershey Swap Meet, Pennsylvania, USA 
November 3-5  London to Brighton weekend 
November 18-19  Bendigo Swap Meet, Victoria 2007 TEA 

2007
TBA National Veteran Rally, West Australia 
June  Centenary Meeting Brooklands, Tony Hutchings, 

Tel 01 344 8442 
June 10 to 31 July  Peking to Paris, A re-enactment of the original 1907 event for 

veterans, daniel.ward@threadneedle.co.uk 
TBA  Peking to Paris, 100th anniversary run, pre-war cars mail@

endurorally.com., www.pekingparis.com 
October 10-13  Hershey Swap Meet, Pennsylvania 
November 17-18  Bendigo Swap Meet, Victoria 

A small selection of significant one-off and major annual events have been 
garnered from a variety of sources as a guide. Readers are urged to check 
the date of any event with organisers before making plans to attend. A much 
more extensive list is available by country and period from Rob Knight, 48 
Fairview Avenue, Feilding. Tel 06 323 3104 or fax 06 323 3102). 
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Southland’s glorious autumn weather lasted just long enough 
for a successful Vickery Venture on Sunday 28 May. The 
Southland Branch provided Vintage transport to take a 

host of residents from Vickery Court, an Invercargill residential 
home, out for a 20 mile spin around the city before being hosted to 
afternoon tea by the Invercargill East Rotary Club at the tea kiosk 
in the middle of Queens Park.

The park staff had kindly agreed to allow us to motor our 
guests through the park and right up to the entrance to the tea 
kiosk where a welcome cup of tea awaited us.

For many of our guests the afternoon provided an opportunity 
to recall their experiences in similar vehicles, while for others it 
provided a welcome opportunity to see some of the new housing 
and retail developments around the city, and the recently opened 
new hospital.  

With conversation flowing members found much of interest in 
common with their guests, including one member who caught up 
with a neighbour from more than twenty years ago. Another member 
delighted one of his guests by taking a detour into a new housing 
development so she could point out her daughter’s new house.

Southland Branch VCC 
Vickery Venture
Text by Glenys McKenzie, Photos by Michael Weusten

The wide variety of Vintage vehicles in attendance allowed for 
the differing levels of mobility among our guests.  My special thanks 
to Bill Gough, Ray Tressler, Raewyn Hawkes, Bruce Millar, Michael 
Weusten, Alwyn Hoskins, Arthur Kent, Neil and Pam McMillan, 
John Burke, Lindsay Ballantine, Tom McDonald, and Dave Calvert 
for making the day possible. bw

Queens Park – Decisions, 
decisions.  Now which car shall 
I choose?

Left: A welcome cuppa of tea 
enjoyed at the Queens Park 
tea kiosk.
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The Banks Peninsula Branch of the 
Vintage Car Club had organised an 
excellent competition with seven 

separate tests over the fields of John and 
Cynthia Chamberlain’s farm near Lincoln. 
There was a definite air of all competitors 
enjoying themselves hugely, motoring hard 
without helmets. And wearing wide grins. 
As Jenks once said, even the slow ones 
were quick. And I had thought that Max 
and Bernie had banned levity in motor-
sport. You certainly don’t see many smiles 

in Grand Prix paddocks these days. It was 
different on Chamberlain’s paddocks.

The day started early when Phil Mauger 
arrived with his latest antique weapon, the 
first special built by Trevor Crowe, more 
or less based on a J2 MG mated with a 
flathead Ford V8 and later campaigned by 
Rob Shand (jnr). The octagon badge, the 
radiator surround and the cockpit cowls 
could have maybe claimed Abingdon 
parentage but the rest had been Kiwi 
concoction. It looked all aged aggression 

HADSTOCK DRIVING TESTS

A Good Time Scored by All
Text and photos Eoin Young

Craig Cowie won a genial action-

packed gymkhana south of 

Christchurch in his Austin Seven 

special by a slender three tenths of a 

second from Stu Moore’s immaculate 

MG TF on the first day of May and 

what may have been the last day 

of summer. 

Below: Phil Mauger in MG-Ford V8
Bottom left: George Calder with Ducati on back of 
his Mk VI Bentley

Lower centre: Avon Hyde’s Morris Minor in 
garaging test

Below: Avon Hyde (left) and Phil Mauger with 
Mauger’s MG-Ford.
Bottom right: Craig Pigeon’s Dino Fiat
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as Mauger sat in the cockpit warming it 
up and the thumping burble of the V8 
announced competitive intent. Mauger 
was its equal, having recently raced a 5-
litre F5000 Begg, but the slippery farm 
fields were the equaliser. The spoils would 
go to the cars with modest power and 
comfortable weight. Driven by canny 
Vintage folk who have been there before.

Avon Hyde (Morris Minor tourer), 
Mauger’s longtime clubby opponent, 
observed loudly to the interested group 
around the MG special “How is it that 
everyone has flash cars and we’re all looking 
at this ‘orrible thing…” Craig Pigeon (Fiat 
Dino coupe): “From a distance it doesn’t 
look any better…” But the comments were 
lighthearted as was the day. 

Craig Keenan arrived in another 
Vintage newcomer to local events, having 
just bought a handsome 1928 20.9hp 
Sunbeam and is now regretfully offering 
his Delage to a discerning market. 

Scorekeeper George Calder announced 
that there were 23 starters “including one 
and a half motorcycles.” He had bought 
the ‘half’ on a bumper hook attached to 
his 1951 Bentley Mk VI, a superb little 

1950 Ducati Cucciolo (‘little pup’) moped 
with a 50cc 4-stroke clip-on. It sounded 
wonderful. “Like a mini Manx Norton,” 
George explained to his audience.

There were the usual series of gymkhana 
wiggle-woggle tests and reversing into 
roped-off ‘garages’ that looked simple but 
flattered to deceive when the leaders were 
fractions of a second apart and an instant 
doubting change of mind or direction was 
liable to cost you the test. Avon Hyde is 
a master of most of the motor-sporting 
disciplines he has taken part in, and he 
would finish third overall with his Morrie 
Minor convertible just two seconds beyond 
the winner’s time, saying after one of the 
briefings before a new test: “It’s much more 
difficult when you’re in the car – there are 
cones all over the place…”

Cowie knew he had the car that could 
win, the spidery little polished aluminium 
Austin Seven special that revved its heart 
out but was always within limits, whereas 
Mauger’s hairy V8 special simply wanted 
to spin 360-degrees whenever throttle was 
offered. He finished 5th. Moore’s MG TF 
was carefully conducted without flourish 
or conveying any idea that he was the man 
to beat that sunny afternoon.

Tony Haycock was enjoying himself in 
his distinctive two-seater French classic 

– a Peugeot 404 ute of 1971 vintage, a 
genuine factory model with well-deck and 
right-hand-drive. Purchase price was a pint 
of foaming ale. The patina was delicately 
unpolished. Haycock pursued his limits 
to their very edges, and on occasions was 
reprimanded for over-revving. He laughed: 
“There are plenty of engines where that 
one came from…!”

Haycock was 6th but claimed ficti-
tious awards for (a) fastest commercial 
vehicle, (b) fastest European vehicle (he 
had beaten Pigeon’s Dino!), (c) fastest 
factory-built 2-seater, (d) fastest French 
car (he had beaten his arch rival Michael 
Williams’ Citroen Big 15!), and (e) easily 
the cheapest car in the entry lineup.

At the after-match function in The 
Rabbiter’s Rest pub at Springston, winner 
Craig Cowie told me that his brother Grant, 
now based in Melbourne, is taking his 
famous ex-works ‘Rubber Duck’ Austin 
Seven back to Britain for the first time 
since Seabrook Fowlds brought the car to 
New Zealand for the 1930s. He will drive 
‘the Duck’ in Vintage events at the Shelsley 
Walsh Centenary Hillclimb, Goodwood, 
Donnington and Silverstone. bw
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Opposite page far left: George Calder riding his baby 
Ducati
Left: Grant Cowie in winning Austin Seven special.
Below left: Michael Williams in Citroen Big 15

DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN, 
FIRESTONE, COKER CLASSIC & DIMENSION IV RADIALS etc, 

also Dunlop racing tyres.

PETER WOODEND
Ph 07 571 5525 • Fax 07 571 5526

Mobile 025 605 4040 PO Box 2245, Tauranga
Email: classic_tyres@wave.co.nz
Website: www.classictyres.co.nz

DUNLOP wire wheels, splines, knock-on caps, spokes and rims for
HEALEY,  JAGUAR, MG, MORGAN, RILEY, TRIUMPH, ETC. White wall trims

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southward.org.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
MUSEUM TRUST

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre
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Sounding 
the Brass 
Rob Knight

Being, hopefully, the first of a regular 

column covering the activities of 

veteran vehicles and their owners 

in the North Island, there is a bit of 

catching up needed.

The annual luncheon in early June of 
the Central Region of the Veteran 
Car Club was not so well attended 

this year due to several factors. However 
the general feeling of the meeting was that 
all the veteran events in the region can 
be run under the auspices of the VCC 
and that we do not need a Veteran Car 
Club to run one event and possibly two 
luncheons a year. The consensus was that 
we continue to operate as a loose body 
doing what we have been doing in the past. 
However, in order to communicate coming 
events and other news, it was decided that 
Beaded Wheels was the ideal vehicle to sir 
up interest and activity in Veteran events 
in the central branches; hence this column, 
which will also include a bit of gossip from 
further afield.

The Veteran TTT (Thermal Triangle 
Tour) in April was supported by 16 cars and 
their crews and two back-up vehicles. This 
will is the subject of an article elsewhere in 
this issue. Roy and Shirley Benton’s 1910 
two cylinder Alldays from New Plymouth 
made its debut and completed the run to 
the delight of all. Walter McFarland of 
Whakatane, who was riding with Murray 
Toms in the 1917 Dodge, caught the bug 
and has since bought a 1915 Studebaker, 
from the South while one of our back-up 
crews, Bruce and Trish Jefferies of Taupo 
also caught the bug and have purchased 
Ralph Blyde’s lovely 1912 Ford T touring to 
join their Ford stable.

Other newcomers to Veteran 
motoring are Howard and Marion Sims 
of Mauriceville who have bought Neville 
Warren’s 1914 Ford T. The Sims being 
such active rallyists we are sure to see that 
car out and about in the next season. Paul 
and Judi Lamb have already been actively 
campaigning the delightful little 1905 Star 
they bought from Roy Elwin. It was last 
seen at the Nelson Veteran Rally in April.

A few other vehicles have changed 
hands in recent times. Ken and Jennifer 
Hall of Paraparaumu have added Roger 
White’s 1906/07 Cadillac project to their 

fleet and we hear that Will Holmes has 
sold the 1913 Indian.

Bryan Thomas of Feilding has sold the 
single cylinder de Dion Bouton to the 
Hermitage at Mt Cook which is managed 
by John Callesen’s brother. Bryan proudly 
reports that, after a little bit of a spruce 
up by John, the car is now the center of 
attraction and interest in the foyer of the 
Hermitage. It is perhaps a fitting home as 
this car is reputed to be one of the actual 
cars that made the first trip to Mt Cook 
in 1906. Bryan and Lynn Thomas have 
the honour of driving the car on the Mt 
Cook Centenary run in February 2006, 
after which the car is planned to be used 
rather than become a museum piece.

There is considerable restoration activity 
at various stages of progress. Ian Chamberlain 
of Wanganui, who made the mudguards for 
the de Dion Bouton, is working on body 
panels for Barry Gillum’s Crossley. Michael 
Curry reports being able to now drive the 
1914 Humber more than five miles, and is 
confidently planning, no doubt after a bit 
of shakedown locally, to do the Wallis Tour 
south to Invercargill and take in several 
other events, including the Mt Cook Run 
and the Dunedin to Brighton on the way 
home. Merv Ludlow must be getting close 
to finishing the 1912 Regal at Otaki? Since 
May it has been seen resplendent in its coat 
of royal blue. Tony Prebensen’s 1903 Holley 
at Napier is now on wheels, with the engine 
still to complete. 

At Longburn, John Callesen is working 
steadily and earnestly at the 1918 Cadillac 
which suffered immense damage in 
a horrific prang in France in 2003. A 
lesser man would have given up but John 
is determined to make the Vero Rally. 
Down in Masterton, progress on the 
nearly completed 1910 Austin is delayed 
while Will and Ruby attend the Austin 
Centennial at Longbridge in England. 
Bruce Hutton’s Austin is also reputed to be 
close to completion. 

The engine of Stephen and Veronica 
Oliver’s single cylinder Cadillac was one of 
several seen in a production line in Ivan 
Allen’s workshop at Pyes Pa during the 
Veteran TTT. At 
Stratford, John Muter 
is working quietly on 
his rare 

Cutting which he has owned for many years. 
Two restorations are steaming ahead up in 
the north at Te Awamutu and Warkworth, 
Ray Officer’s Locomobile and Mike Brown’s 
1901 White. There are no doubt others that 
have missed this roll call.

Jim Watson of New Plymouth is looking 
for a suitable replacement 4:1 ratio for his 
1915 Buick which is currently off the road. 
Any suitable offers or suggestions would be 
appreciated.

At the Manawatu Branch tea night in 
June, Lawrence and Wendy Cocker brought 
along their guests Bob Brougham and his 
partner Margaret from Yorkshire. The 
Cockers had acted as a support crew during 
the British Veteran Tour from Brisbane 
to Sydney in January. Lawrence reported 
many trials and tribulations with vehicles 
and the heat but the crews including Bob 
and Margaret were a fun bunch of charac-
ters.

The week long National Veteran Rally 
at Toowoomba, Queensland in September 
has attracted a few supporters from New 
Zealand, including the Knights from 
Feilding, the Shears from Auckland, and 
the Wallises from Christchurch while the 
Cockers are also threatening to go. With 
entries at well over 100 it promises a good 
selection of vehicles to admire and people 
to mix with.

All Veteran owners are welcome at an 
informal gathering for lunch in Feilding 
after Manawatu Swap Meet on 2 October. 
Stan Corlett, 06 358 5221 will advise time 
and venue and would like numbers please.

Veteran motoring events scheduled for 
the next rally season in the North Island 
include;
17-19 September HCC Spring Tour to Dargaville 

and Keri Keri
15 October Manawatu Veteran Rally
5 November Waikato Veteran Rally
19-20 November Hawkes Bay Veteran Rally and 

Homestead Run
17 February Auckland Veteran Rally
9 March HCC Re-enactment of AA 

Reliability Cup
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NATIONAL NORTH ISLAND

Easter Rally
Text and photos Leah Harrison

After we had been successful in 
applying to host the Easter Rally, 
we, the Horowhenua Branch, did 

wonder if we were up to the task.
A steering committee of six, all with 

some experience in organising Club events, 
met to discuss the format that we thought 
would suit our branch’s capabilities and 
resources. As accommodation and dining 
facilities in Levin are limited we decided 
to cap entries at 135.

Budgets were set to this number, but 
when Christmas arrived and we only had 
34 entrants a complete rethink of the 
rally programme and budget was required. 
We could add that this was a huge worry 
for the committee. We launched a real 
push for entrants and did get good results, 
swelling numbers to 87. This was sufficient 
to run the rally with our revamped budget.

The Wanganui Branch were most 
helpful and shared their experiences, 
especially with things that they thought 
they could have done a little better. These 
suggestions were all noted and helped our 
committee and benefitted entrants too.

The Rally entrants met on Friday 25 
March at the Events Centre at the A & P 
Showgrounds in Tiro Tiro Road, Levin for 
registration and fellowship.

Saturday 9am saw the start from the 
Showgrounds on three different routes. The 
Blue route for Veteran cars was a run of 75 
miles, the green for Vintage and Post Vintage 
90 miles, while yellow for Post War and Post 
60s was a run of 110 miles. All routes had 
a timed section with ten questions to be 
answered during the run. The rally routes 
were set over diverse country to show off the 
Horowhenua region.

On Saturday night we had booked the 
largest local cinema for the show, Shall We 

Dance, and this was a great success with 
security being on hand to watch over the 
cars. Supper and live entertainment at the 
AP & I Events Centre ended the day.

The Sunday morning gymkhana was 
organised by the Rararua Hot Rod Club 
and was won by Rotorua Branch. During 
Sunday afternoon entrants could take 
an optional bus tour of the tourist spots 
around the area with afternoon tea at the 
motorcycle museum.

A public vehicle display was held and 
a Vintage double decker bus ran free trips 
from the Foxton fair in town to the car 
display. 

The formal dinner and prize giving 
were held in the Levin RSA clubrooms. 
All participants enjoyed the evening with 
security again available to watch over the 
cars.

Our weekend concluded on Monday 
morning with morning tea and fellowship 
in our clubrooms with our parts shed open 
for the enthusiasts.

Our thanks to all who made the running 
of the 2005 National Easter Rally possible. 
bw
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RESULTS
Veteran 
Phil and Daphne Ward 1914 Ford T
Vintage 
Ken and Fay Douglas 1924 Ford T
Post Vintage 
Des and Angi Brunton 1937 Morris
Post War 
Dennis and Pat Burr 1954 Dodge
Post 60s 
Stuart Wilson and 
Lisa Turner 1970 Ford Cortina
Commercial 
Dick Goodall and 
Rex Elmers 1938 Bedford
Hard Luck 
Bryan and Lyn James 1948 Chevrolet Coupe
Angus Hutton 1919 Dodge Fire Engine
Furthest travelled 
Tony and Nellsie Morris 1939 Morris
Goddard Trophy 
Geyser City Steamers Rotorua
Todd Park Trophy 
Brian and Lyn James 1941 Chevrolet Coupe

Will and Ruby Holmes, Austin 20.

Main: Peter and Nola Graves, Wairarapa 16/6 
Austin participating in gymkhana at NI Easter 
Rally.
Top: Entrance to Rally Headquarters.
Above: Balloon night glow creates a spectaular 
sight.
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South Canterbury Branch hosted the 
National Easter Rally which also 
coincided with the 50th Jubilee of 

the South Canterbury Branch. Inaugural 
members Geoff and Mrs Mehrtens of 
Dunedin and Colin Westoby of Timaru 
were in attendance.

Five routes were planned  for the 205 
vehicles entered, comprising the Pioneer 
Route of 50 miles for Veterans and slower 
vehicles, The Country Ramble of 70 miles, 
the Touring Route of 100 miles for Vintage 
plus entrants and the Adventure Route 
of 170 miles for entrants wanting  more 
extensive motoring.

The Saturday evening social used the 
Ascot Theme as the venue was the Phar 
Lap Race Course. Entrants were encour-
aged to dress in the era of their cars which 
many did, a great night enjoyed by all.

The Public Day started at 10.00am, with 
Field Tests at midday on the Racecourse. 
These tests tended to favour the open top 
cars for the newspaper throwing exercise 
and driving over the slalom buzzers. The 
last test was the run over the possum on a 
rope trick! 

Sunday night dinner was preceded by 
the official speeches and the cutting of 
the Anniversary cake by Colin Westoby 
assisted by current long serving members, 
Fred Whiteley, Terry Wilson and our 

Chairman Barry Yates. National President 
Leigh Craythorne proposed the toast to 
50 years of Vintage Motoring in South 
Canterbury and Geoff Mehrtens gave a 
very well received reply to the Toast.

On Monday many entrants gathered at 
our Clubrooms for morning tea and a look 
in the Parts Department.

A great weekends’ motoring activity 
and fellowship for which the VCC is 
reknowned and as Rally Convenor my 
thanks to our enthusiastic Committee and 
club members for their help in marshalling 
which made the Rally such a success. bw

NATIONAL SOUTH ISLAND

Easter Rally
Text and photos Bill Weir

Entrants vehicles nearly 50 years apart, 1912 Sunbeam of Otago members 
Colin & Joan Pearce alongside Shona Weir and her 1959 Chevrolet Impala Coupe.

VCCNZ Club Captain Diane Ross and husband 
Rob in concentration mode negotiating the field tests, 
note the tiller steering on their 1902 Oldsmobile.

A line-up of entrants leaving the Geraldine lunch stop. Lead by Gray Hawke’s MG TD of Ashburton.
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Above: The Palmer husband and wife team supervising the Ashburton Veteran 
Model Ts of the Sheppards and Beggs during the field tests.
Left: Enthusiastic  Canterbury Branch motorcycle entrants, the Stevensons 
with their 1937 Triumph and sidecar.
Below left: Bill McAnelly and navigator Neil Kidd, 1926 Ford New Beauty, 
under the watchful eye of Glen Hawkins and David Wilson (kneeling) 
attempting the field tests.
Below: 1964 Chrysler Airflow, a recently completed restoration from Vern 
Ellis, Chairman of Ashburton Branch.

Left: The Lees delightful 1905 Alldays & Onions leading a group of cars in the 
field tests.
Above: Easter Rally committee from left, Alistair & Nola Day, Barry Barnes, 
Alan Ferguson, Frances Irving, Malcolm Kirkwood and Bill Weir.
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obituaries

The sudden death of Bill on Easter 
Sunday came as a real shock to us all, it 
was something that none of us wanted to 
believe, something we hoped was only a 
bad dream but sadly it was true. Bill was 
one of those special people who almost 
seemed to be larger than life itself, not 
because of who he was or what he had 
achieved in his lifetime but because of 
those special qualities that made him the 
unique person he was, the type of person 
most of us will only ever be privileged 
enough to meet once in a lifetime. 

Bill was a person whose philosophy on 
life was simple, be firm, be fair, be honest 
and love each other. I know that the social 
and moral decline of the society we live 
in really concerned him, not so much 
for himself but for the generations that 
followed him.

The history of the Richardson Family 
is well recorded in Bill’s book Wheels & 
Deals published in 1999 Bill’s passion did 
not follow that of his father or grandfather 
in sawmilling and building, Bill’s passion 
was trucks. Bill’s father did not really share 
his passion and told him he would never 
get big with trucks but he also believed in 
allowing him to follow his dream and they 
purchased a small transport firm called 
South Invercargill Transport, a company 
with four trucks. The name was changed to 
Southern Transport, a company Bill’s father 
had started in 1946 to transport timber from 
their sawmills and so at the age of 20 Bill 
started his career in the transport industry. 
From those small beginnings in 1960 he 
went on to establish and build one of, if 
not the largest privately owned company in 

New Zealand employing around 1300 staff 
and operating approximately 700 heavy 
vehicles, all achieved without headlines or 
fanfare but with dignity and respect.

The other wonderful legacy Bill has 
left us is his world-class truck collection, 
the roots of this also starting with his 
boyhood passion of trucks as he would 
write away to the truck manufacturers and 
collect the brochures, taking photos with 
his Box  Brownie camera, recording the 
model and serial numbers in his note book. 
It was these American trucks of the 1930-
1940 era that he started to collect.

In 1966 or 1967 Bill tracked down 
the remains of his grandfather’s 1933 D1 
International and a short time later Bill 
and his wife Shona were in Christchurch, 
Shona noticed this small truck driving 
along the street, a quick U turn and Bill 
followed the lady driver into a service 
station and very soon after he was driving 
another D1 International, the same as his 
grandfather’s, home to Invercargill and this 
truck was the first truck in the collection.

Today the collection has over 170 
trucks, fuel pumps, stationary motors, a 
tractor or two and all sorts of memorabilia 
of a bygone era. A family trust with the 
support of Bill’s wife Shona and family will 
ensure that it continues.

Bill’s “shed” as he called it, also helped 
him cope with the tragedy of the death of 
their son Harold in 1995, as it gave him 
a place to absorb himself in as he tried 
to come to terms with the loss of his best 
friend and son. Bill had immense pride in 
his collection and received great pleasure 
from sharing it with friends and enthusiasts 
from all around the world.

Bill was also a very generous man with 
his time and very seldom was anyone 
turned away even when arriving out of the 
blue to view his collection. The other side 
of Bill’s generosity will most likely never 
be truly known. There are many schools, 
clubs, individuals and last but certainly not 
least the citizens of Invercargill city who 
have all benefitted from his very generous 
donations and support to huge projects like 
Stadium Southland, the upgrade of Rugby 
Park, the Hospice and the new indoor 
velodrome, not for personal recognition or 
gain but simply because he could see the 
benefit to the community he loved and 
lived in, his way of saying thanks to the 
people for their support.

Many people often felt in awe of Bill 
because of his success, but Bill never 
measured a person by their wealth or 
standing in the community and it didn’t 
matter if his companion was a small boy 
asking a question about an old truck, a 
friend or an employee, all received the 
same attention and often more so than 
some of those who perceived their status 
placed them on a higher rung than others.

Bill was a proud and devoted family 
man and will be greatly missed by his wife 
Shona, his daughter Joc and her husband 
Scott and their three children, also his 
brother Ken and his family. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you all now and in the 
time ahead as you all come to terms with 
the huge gap in your lives.

Those of us who had the pleasure of 
knowing Bill can only reflect and give 
thanks for that opportunity, we are all 
so much richer for the experience. The 
knowledge and wisdom that has gone 
with his passing will be sorely missed, the 
transport industry has lost one of its best 
and so has the Vintage Car Club and 
the Vintage Machinery Clubs and New 
Zealand one of its best citizens, a man of 
honesty and integrity.

I have often thought it was a pity we 
didn’t have a dozen or so Bill Richardsons 
running our great country, the message 
would be clear, the decisions straight and 
honest and the outcome positive and 
prosperous.

Ian Ridd
Southland Branch

Ed Note: Bill was awarded the VCCNZ Inc John 
L Goddard trophy in 1997.

Harold William 
(Bill)Richardson
17 October 1940 – 27 March 2005
Southland Branch

James (Jim)
McIntosh
Southland Branch

Kevin presented this eulogy at Jim’s funeral service 
earlier this year. He spoke about Jim as a Vintage 
Car Club member and a friend. 

Jim, Margaret, Trish and I joined the 
Vintage Car Club in 1972. At the time 
he had a 1926 Chevy and I had a 1928 
Plymouth, both to be restored.

It was through our local branch that a 
friendship between us grew. We were able 
to compare notes and help each other on 
these old cars.

Trish was visiting our friend, the car 
painter, when Jim and his daughter, Lynne 
arrived to get a quote for his Chevy. She 
recalls that day very well. Jim was very fussy 
and was not afraid to say so. After leaving, 
the painter passed him off as the very fussy 
one with the beautiful ‘young wife.’ 

When the Chevy was fully restored 
there was no stopping Jim attending rallies 
both in the North and South Island.  
Some with us, some with other friends, 
and sometimes all of us together.

One of these rallies was the Riverton 
Rally, now Southland. We had been 
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going for about four or five years sharing 
a rather small caravan in the camping 
ground. The rally was great and we saw 
lots of Southland. The evening function 
was a dance and supper. For this the club 
supplied a bus to take us there and back. 
Well, it all stopped suddenly when Jim 
thought the music was too loud, and it 
was. Jim decided that all four of us should 
go outside and wait for the bus. I recall it 
being a very cold night. It was not a long 
wait, — only two hours.

It was not until about three years 
later that the Central Otago Branch was 
formed. The four of us decided to give this 
one a go. Not long after, Mary and Chris 
Whelan joined us. Sadly it was only a few 
years later that Margaret passed away. We 
felt there was a big gap in our small group. 
Time passed, and Jim married Jenny. Jenny 
joined us on our rallies and weekends away. 
Jenny came to our group with her own 
cars, and motoring past. For the Central 
rally our group had grown from six to ten 
or more. Jim and Jenny’s fleet had grown 
to five cars. 

Jim did not regard himself as a hoarder. 
When shifting from Neill St to Mosgiel 
and during the clean up from the basement 
some 21 gearboxes surfaced, and about 13 
rear ends. I don’t think he had any idea how 
many he had. ‘Just picked up another one.’

Both Jim and Jenny have been on 
many rallies, enjoying every one of them. 
They have their names on many trophies 
throughout the country. 

Jim and Jenny’s passion for the 
swapmeets and going anywhere in their 
cars had to be admired. Jim served on the 
branch committee, helped Chris and Jack 
with the parts department, and was always 
there when something or someone was 

needed.  Jim you were a great member and 
will be sadly missed by all of us.

As friends we enjoyed our holidays 
together, both down the west coast and the 
Catlins. Starting with Tahakopa and later 
at McLennan, where we walked the nature 
tracks and incline, checked out your old 
family home and sawmill sites, checked 
out Don Jenk’s collection many times and 
were treated to a ride in the best car that 
you owned, the Holden Statesman V8.

Jim had a mischievous streak in him. 
A number of years ago Margaret and Jim 
invited us and our two young children, 
Mandie and Kelvin, to have a few days 
with them down in Tahakopa. It was later 
in the evening when we arrived, just in 
time for supper. To Mandie and Kelvin’s 
surprise, instead of cookies on their plate, 
it was hu hu grubs still very much alive.  I 
won’t say what he did to me. 

Kevin Fowler

Frank Maxwell
Taupo Branch
10 December 1931- 11 July 2005

A large number of Vintage Car Club 
members gathered on Thursday 7 July 
to farewell a long standing member who 
made a lasting impression on so many. 
What a wonderful person Frank was. 

A friend to everyone, that ready smile, 
determination and sense of humour that 
was quietly evident but never over the 
top.

Frank’s jovial disposition often 
disguised the personal discomfort that 

he was suffering through his own health. 
Lately those long legs took some time to 
straighten, but it would be with a smile 
that Frank drew himself to his full height 
and got going on the next task. He did not 
waste time on feeling sorry for himself.

Frank served as Branch Chairman of 
the Taupo Vintage Car Club for a total 
of nine years, he resigned at the annual 
meeting in May of this year and became 
the immediate past Chairman.

Frank was one of those Chairmen who 
encouraged people to put forward their 
ideas, if it would improve the Club then 
he was all for it. He wanted people to be 
able to enjoy their leisure activities, to 
laugh and enjoy each others’ company. 
That in Frank’s mind made for happy and 
relaxed Club gatherings.

The Taupo Branch will miss Frank, we 
will miss him in the big Austin Sheerline, 
the majestic look of it progressing along 
the roads or will it be the immaculate 
1934 Chev, that Frank and Janice had 
just started to enjoy, or if the occasion 
suited maybe just maybe, we would see 
the pre-war Austin out and about. What 
a wonderful thing to be able to choose the 
car to suit the rally.

As with any restoration of a motor 
vehicle there are stories of what happened 
and what should have been done and that 
makes the project more interesting. No 
doubt Frank, in his new abode will find 
a few Vintage Car Club members who 
he has met throughout the country to 
exchange stories with.

To Janice and family, all members of the 
Taupo Vintage Car Club offer their sincere 
sympathy and support at this sad time.

Lester Strawbridge and 
Norm Pointon
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Farthest North in New Zealand

a memorable motor 
tour
Excerpts from a book by Sir George Fenwick.

We embarked by steamer on Easter 
Monday having first got our 
car on board as we intended 

to motor after reaching Whangarei. We 
had a peaceful trip and entered Whangarei 
heads about 6am and the outlying port of 
Whangarei an hour later. The township 
is reached by a train trip of over an hour 
and is a prosperous little town with 4,000 
inhabitants. The car had to be brought by 
train from the port of Onerahi in preference 
to driving the rough stock road. We decided 
to travel with car by train to Kawakawa 
and enjoyed our northward journey through 
various townships and sidings.

The car was removed from the train, 
carefully looked over and put under cover 
until morning. We started immediately 

after breakfast with our objective for 
the day being Kaitaia, a rising town in 
Mangonui County. Our route lay by way 
of Ohaeawai, through Waimate North, 
Kerikeri, Waipapa on to Kaeo and thence 
to Kaitaia. The day’s drive was very inter-
esting and as we passed the upper waters of 
Whangaroa Harbour the tragic story of the 
Boyd was recalled.

At Kaitaia, which we found to be very 
busy, we were invited to a banquet presided 
over by Colonel Allan Bell. Visitors, Mr 
McDonald, the Public Trustee, and Dr 
Fitchett CMG the previous holder of the 
same office, delivered speeches and the 
chairman eulogized in glowing and felici-
tous terms the splendid district of which 

Kaitaia is the centre and specially dilated 
on the potential of the 30,000 acre swamp 
that is being scientifically drained by the 
Government.

An early start next morning for Ahipara 
where the land is left and entrance made to 
the Ninety Mile Beach wrongly so named 
for its stretch is 60 miles. A guide piloted 
us through a Government reserve, heavily 
overgrown with gorse, to the mouth of a 
stream saving us having to cross the sandy 
mouth. The car was shaped for the edge of 
the breakers and turned to the northward 
for a non-stop run of 60 miles. We had 
been warned that on no account must 
we come to a stop or we would almost 
certainly be involved in trouble by the 
tyres sinking, for solid as the surface appar-
ently is on this magnificent beach, it is 
not sufficiently so to prevent a stationary 
car from breaking through and becoming 
immoveable.

60 miles in an hour and a half
It was done at high speed, and our 

trusty Dodge raced along the shore, edged 
by the white breakers with their curling 
tops, speed was accelerated to 35 miles 
per hour, then we settled down to 40 
miles with an occasional increase to 42 
for a few moments. Interest was centred 
on the numerous gatherings of sea birds 
on the beach. Seagulls, terns, toreas (the 

An abridged version of a challenging tour of the far north 

which was undertaken before 1922. 

Supplied to Beaded Wheels by Peter Westhill
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oyster catcher) all rose in whirling bands 
as we approached them. Many times they 
narrowly missed hitting our windscreen 
which had been kept open on the advice 
of those who had known of windscreens 
being smashed though the gulls failing to 
realize the speed at which an approaching 
car was travelling. We entered the beach 
at 8am and at 8.30 had run 20 miles at 9 
o’clock 40 miles but the run was so smooth 
we hardly realized the speed at which we 
were travelling. Ever in view was our 
goal, the bold promontory of Scott’s 
Point. An interesting feature of the 
sandhills skirting the beach was the 
great number of ancient shell heaps 
that shone white and clear in the 
morning sun, many of them rising to 
a height of eight or ten feet. There is 
probably no other beach line in New 
Zealand where such countless millions 
of shells gathered together in middens 
can be seen.

Te Paki, Most Northerly station 
in New Zealand

After a magnificent run of an 
hour and a half we reached Scott’s 
Point. Here we turned back as we 
had overrun our destination by a few 
miles. We were met by a messenger 
from Te Paki station and conducted to 
the homestead where a most cordial 
welcome was given by the owner Mr 
R Keene and the manager and his 
wife Mr and Mrs West Hill.

We enjoyed the hospitality and 
explored the local attractions by horse 
back.

On Sunday, we said goodbye to 
our hosts, thanking them for their 
extraordinary courtesy and kindness. 
The car ran down the sandy bed of 
the creek and emerged on the Ninety 
Mile Beach for the run home. A 
steady 35-40 mile pace was made and 
we settled down to the enjoyment of 
the wonderful beach run.

Disaster overtook us with extraor-
dinary swiftness. Twenty miles south 
of Te Paki a rocky point washed by 
the half-tide, juts out on to the beach. 
A sandy spit connects this point with 
Mangonui Bluff, a surf-swept piece of 
grass-clad land surrounded on three 
sides by sea. From the rocky point 
a salt water channel, gouged out by 
the recent gales, invisible to those in 
the approaching car runs to the sea. 
As our car raced through the channel the 
water rose to the magneto and the engine 
stopped. Two successive incoming waves 
washed over her, receded, and left her 
sinking in the sand. Within minutes she 
was immovable. No timber was available 
to chock her up, and no means of haulage 
was procurable in that lonely spot. In 
a few hours the rising tide, augmented 
by the westerly gale, submerged the car, 

overturned her, and threw her on to the 
rocks, and during the night hammered her 
to pieces.

The party settled down to bivouac for 
the night under some friendly flax. We 
accepted the position with equanimity, 
realising, however, that it would probably 
be many hours before assistance reached 
us and it must be sought as no one could 
be aware of our plight. We sent Williams 
in search of the nearest habitation consid-

ering he might have a ten mile tramp 
before him. He left at 2pm and we gathered 
driftwood for a good fire. We built up a 
pile and with the aid of a bundle of flax 
sticks we had a cheerful blaze. The billy 
was boiled, tea made and with provisions 
from the car we had an excellent meal. At 
8 o’clock, I settled down for the night but 
Williams arrived back. He had found a 
house (Mr Watts) five miles distant and 

arrived with horses. We all settled down, 
but sleep there was none. At 12 o’clock 
two Maori station hands from Te Paki 
arrived, Mr Hill had been informed by 
telephone of our plight and a pair horse 
buggy was dispatched from the station 
with a thin wire cable and ropes in case 
a rescue might be feasible. In a letter 
from Mr Hill a bullock team was offered. 
Extrication of the car had been impos-
sible from the beginning. About 1am a 

car arrived from Kaitaia, this 
had been summoned from Mr 
Watt’s place.

We were up betimes and 
salvaged many valuable parts 
from the car. She was fixed 
hard and fast in the rocks. 
Tyres, magneto, accumulators 
and other valuable accessories 
were got out of her. The tyres, 
and our personal effects were 
loaded on the car from Kaitaia 
and we left the scene of the 
disaster for our drive along 
the remainder of the beach to 
Ahipara and then to Kaitaia, 
arriving in time to permit 
dispatch of telegrams giving 
a short account of what had 
occurred.

At Kaitaia we joined forces 
with other travellers arranging 
for a touring car to make the 
long journey to Whangarei 
to catch the SS Mannaia to 
Auckland. We proceeded to 
Mangonui for the night and 
enjoyed commodious and well 
appointed hotel accommoda-
tion. 

Next morning we drove 
along causeways built by the 
side of the Whangaroa waters 
skirted by stretches of mangrove 
swamp some of the trees being 
15 – 18 feet high. Through 
Kaeo and on to Waipapa 
where we saw buildings used 
in preparation of kauri gum. 
We had met gumfields almost 
everwhere. The extent of the 
old kauri forests must have 
been extraordinary and their 
destruction ages ago is a subject 
of profound interest.

Through Waimate North 
and on to Ohaeawai where we 
passed the old house of Mr T 

C Williams. With its beautifully timbered, 
park like meadows the fine old oaks and 
other English trees forming a marked 
contrast to the country through which we 
had travelled. From there a short run to 
Kawakawa. The roads had been excellent 
and very little rain but now we were to 
experience a very different state of affairs. 
Rain showers became frequent and all 
reports reaching us agreed that the main 
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road was absolutely impassable for motor 
traffic. We were advised to take a route to 
the right known as the Ruapekapeka route. 
This was a clay road, and the chains were 
fitted on to the tyres. On the long pull 
up the clay road a distance of six miles or 
so, the desperate struggles of the car to 
keep anything like a straight course were 
unavailing, and we skidded about from side 
to side with the water table on the left and 
a bracken and scrub clad drop on the right. 
Every now and again the tyres got into the 
water table and a general disembarkation 
had to be made into the sticky clay and 
quantities of scrub cut before the car could 
be extricated.

Rain showers became very frequent and 
as we reached the summit the car skidded 
badly to the right and a few inches of soft 
clay alone saved us from going over the 
bank. We made as rapid an exit from the 
car as possible, the young lady passenger 
whom we were taking as far as Hikurangi 
being our first care in this grave emergency. 

She got out with speed over the side of the 
car as the baggage strapped to the side 
prevented the door being opened and one 
after another we followed in an undigni-
fied scramble all landing safely in the mud. 
Fortunately the car held its position, the 
gear was put in reverse and the vehicle 
cautiously withdrawn from its perilous 
position.

We then had a long run down a greasy 
slope for several miles without any special 
difficulty. We were met at the foot by a 
horseman who warned us that ahead lay a 
bog hole that made the main road impass-
able. He guided us into the manuka scrub 
on our right and we came upon another car 
stuck. It was extricated and we followed in 
its wake with a struggle. Whangarei was 
reached at 9.30 an hour and a half after the 
Manaia had sailed.

Having missed the steamer we decided 
to return to Auckland by another route, 
through Dargaville. A powerful four 
cylinder American car had been procured 

and we ran out of Whangarei at a good 
pace. Bad reports came through of the 
condition on the main road and at 
Maungatapere we diverged to the north 
passing through Oroti, Titoki, and Houto. 
On the whole this road was fair, but recent 
heavy rain and neglect of the culverts had 
left a few deep mudholes in the dips. 
Chains were put on and the car worked her 
way through without special difficulty. 
Good metalled roads ran along the Wairoa 
to the rich Dargaville flats. We embarked 
that evening on the Wairoa and ran 
smoothly down to Helensville, passing 
deserted wharves, where once scores of 
schooners lay waiting their turn to load the 
precious kauri. All were tired after the long 
run in the fresh air, and quickly found 
sleep in the comfortable deck cabins. bw
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With less than six months to go 
before the rally starts things 
have moved up a notch on the 

local scene.  We have recruited the Mayor, 
Tim Shadbolt, away from his dancing 
duties to assist and the local Licensing 
Trust has also come on board in a signifi-
cant way to support the entertainment and 
refreshment side.

Entries continue to come in steadily and, 
although by the time you read this the late 
fee may apply, it’s still worth being there!!

Veterans
We are pleased that dozens of Veterans 

have entered and we are making sure that 
routes and venues cater to them and their 
owners.

Evening Entertainment
Every night there will be a great concert 

or show and while it is true that we have 
not engaged a hip-hop star or a rap artist, 

VERO RALLY 2006 
VCC Diamond Jubilee 

Contact Address 
Rally Secretary, P O Box 6070, 

Invercargill, NZ
Email 2006rally@vcc.org.nz

we are hoping one evening to showcase 
Rally talent.  So if you, or your branch, 
have an item or know of another group 
that does, we’d like to hear from you!

Hub Rally Days
Many of our entrants have organised 

rallies themselves so will understand the 
logistics of having good roads, fuel supplies, 
food and back-up to selected venues.  It’s 
looking good.  To date entrants have their 
first choice of Monte Carlo routes, too.

Paperwork
We appreciate those entries with 

complete information.  If you have not 
supplied everything, including your VIC 
details, please do attend to this.

Finally, Southland has survived the 
Barmy Army onslaught and we now look 
forward to welcoming you.

Alastair McIntosh 
Publicity

(for Rally Director)

Checklist
Can you help with a spare vehicle for an overseas entrant?

Order your rally jackets, etc, early.  Please put name and address on the order form.

Give options for Monte Carlo stage 

Don’t forget your VIC

✓

• Industrial Hard Chrome   • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating   • 
Gold Plating   • Tin Plating  • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome   

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on steel, 
stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)
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At the Olympia Motor show in 
1927 it was announced that a new 
Austin model, to be known as 

the Sixteen Light Six would be available 
to the public in March 1928. Wilton J 
Oldham, writing his series “The Austin 
Sixes of the Inter-War Years” in Veteran 
and Vintage 1978, described the Sixteen 
Light Six as such a delightfully smooth 
and flexible car for the owner driver that 
it was an immediate success, and 
many owners of the older four 
cylinder 20hp saloons purchased 
one of the new 16hp models. In 
his article, Oldham continues 
writing about the success of the 
Austin Sixteen Light Six and 
produces a list of other cars with 
six cylinder engines and about 
16hp capacity as advertised 
in Motor (Feb 1929.) He then 
wrote “there was a wide variety 
of choice, obviously a man who 
could afford a Sunbeam 16hp 
(£550-695) would not consider 
an Austin Sixteen (£320–375), 
nor would the prospective 
purchaser of an H.E. (£700-850) 
which had a much more sporting 
image. However, the choice was remark-
able and therefore even more surprising 
so many Austin Sixteens were sold. The 
Twenty was selling in a competitive market 
but demand was not as strong as for the 
Sixteen.

When production of the Sixteen Light 
Six began about six cars per week were 
being turned out, compared with over 200 
Twelves, and by May 1928 the figure had 
risen to 100 per week. By October 1928 
this figure had doubled and by the end 
of 1928 production of the Sixteen had 
surpassed that of the Twelve”

40 Years Association with VCCNZ
This 1928 Austin 16/6 has always been 

a Canterbury car. The original owner, Mr 
John Bosomworth Brown of Denbrae at 
Waiau, North Canterbury, owned the car 
for 34 years.

Bob Bruce, a long time member of the 
VCC Canterbury remembers having seen 
the Austin parked outside the church in 
Culverden. Bob who was a motor re-condi-

tioner, once rejected the project as the 
Austin motor was too difficult and time 
consuming to work on. “The head isn’t 
parallel with the block and the bearing 
shells have to be sprung off.” Later in 
1964 he became the third owner of this 
very original low mileage car and began 
the car’s 40 year uninterrupted association 
with the VCC.

Bob told me that Tom Clements, a 
friend and fellow VCC member (50 year 
badge recipient) took him to see the 
car. “For £35 I couldn’t turn it down. It 
came complete with original tools in the 
bulkhead tray” said Bob “I worked on it for 

months and then did the ’65 rally.” (The 
tools are still there today.) The motor had 
been stripped down and needed his skilful 
expertise to recondition it ready for the 
road. Bob owned and drove the Austin for 
four years.

The late Maurie Wear, another long 
time Canterbury VCC member, owned the 
car for 14 years. During this time he had 
the radiator core replaced and the interior 

re-upholstered although the 
original hood-lining is still in place 
today. He sold the vehicle to Syd 
Falconer in 1982 and Syd drove 
the car on many local rallies.

In 1985 my husband Ian 
McKinlay went with Syd on the 
Irishman’s and was allowed to drive 
the Austin. He was so impressed 
with the smoothness and handling 
that he asked to be remembered if 
a sale was contemplated. In March 
1986 we became the proud owners 
of the ex-Waiau Austin 16/6 
Burnham saloon DH1928.

One of our greatest pleasures is 
touring in the Austin. We never 
have any doubts about its ability 
or reliability to take us where we 

want to go. The Austin has motored very 
well since the overhaul having completed 
the last twelve Irishman Rallies.

One of our most memorable trips 
in the Austin was in 1997 to Bainham 
(Collingwood) for their centenary celebra-
tions. A group of Canterbury members 
attempted the Rainbow road but had to 
turn back with deteriorating weather and 
washouts. Great photo opportunities but 
Hanmer to Hanmer in nine hours makes 
for a long day! The cars added a Vintage 
touch to the Bainham celebrations and we 
were surprised on a later visit to see the 

AN AUSTIN to enjoy 

For almost 20 years our 1928 Austin 16/6 has suited us very well and is a great 

example of the durability of the Austin marque.

Above: Bridge on the Rainbow road, photo Tony 
Craythorne.
Left: 2001 Ian & Marilyn McKinlay with Lorna 
Langford, owner of Bainham store, Collingwood, with 
travelling companions Barry Stevens & Colin Heald, 
1926 Hupmobile. Photo Lyndsey Saunders.

Text Marilyn McKinlay 
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WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & MOTOR MOWERS

 FIVE DAY DELIVERY
PROMPT SERVICE ASSURED

20% DISCOUNT
ON MENTIONING THIS AD

PISTON RINGS

OPEN SATURDAY 
MORNING - 8.30-12.30

CUSTOM BUILT PISTON RINGS

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston 
rings contact:

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS LTD.
PH: 09 579 7219 / 579 8788

918 Gt South Road, Penrose,
P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland

RESTORED CARS
Magazine  Australia

Was first published in 1973. All 
back issues are available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in original 
condition. Events, How To’s and 
Australian motoring History are a 
specialty.

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $63.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)
Aust $123.00 Air Mail

Advertising Deadline for our 
October/November issue is 

10 September 2005.

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels

Austin featuring in an edition of Bainham 
a History.

Owning the Austin became the catalyst 
for overseas travel. The car had already 
been taken by Maurie and his wife to 
Australia for the Cook Bicentenary Rally 
and still has the distinctive plaque on 
the dashboard. We freighted the car to 
Melbourne in February 1988 and began four 
weeks of travel for the Castrol Australian 
Bicentennial Rally. The conditions of our 
leg of the Hub rally were very hot and we 
quickly came to appreciate the comfort and 
relative coolness that our saloon offered 
us compared to the open sporting cars 
favoured by many other entrants. Our one 
mishap was two burnt out valves caused by 
a cracked block between the center exhaust 
valve seats. A friendly garage replaced 
these and we were able to take part in the 
All Austin Day and complete the rally.

A 30 year overhaul
Thirty years on and time to recon-

dition the motor. Ian contacted George 
Calder who described the motor as follows 
“technically interesting to work on.” He 
adds “if there is a Vintage heaven, Herbert 
Austin is the first person I would like to 
speak to. He was not looking at anything 
else being built at the time of the Sixteen 
Six and the Austin Seven so they are quite 
unique.

Technically, the Austin Sixteen Six has 
eight main bearings. The eighth is located 
between the rear cylinder and the flywheel 
with the valve timing chain between them, 
and in this restricted area it is very difficult 
to assemble. Herbert Austin built the motor 
not thinking about the re-conditioner 
working on it 80 years later. The timing 
sprocket is an integral part of the crank-
shaft. It has a very long crankshaft and 
so the torsional vibration damping is a 
critical requirement which would originally 
have been done on a test bed for each 
individual engine as no adjustment can be 
made with the engine in the car. This can 
only be achieved by removing the engine to 
make adjustments. Once the Sixteen Six is 
together it is a delight to drive.”

Next year after the VCC Vero Rally we 
will join the Centennial Tour being 
organised for all NZ Austin owners. bw
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CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography 
or space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
$12.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement. Members must be 
financial and state their Branch..
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$20 members, $24 non-members. 
Photo Ad in Box
$32.00 members, $44 non-members, enclose a 
clear photograph and an SAE if return required.
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$50.00 members, $54 non-members, enclose a 
clear photo and an SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch, to arrive not later than 10th of 
month preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900.00 $720.00
Half Page $490.00 $390.00
Horizontal Quarter Page $270.00 $216.00
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at 
an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space for 
advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are made 
by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels or the 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product or service 
to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be construed as 
endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the text 
of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves the 
right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the aims, 
objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission 
Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which 
indicates or could reasonably be understood as indicating an 
intention to discriminate by reason of sex, marital status,  religious 
or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all care in drafting 
advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as the magazine 
and the Club.
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FOR SALE

LAYCOCK OVERDRIVE UNIT J type. This unit is 
believed to be new and unused and has appar-
ently not been fitted to a vehicle. Offers please. 
Phone 09 625 7500. Mem.

AUTOMOTIVE WOODGRAINING 
When restoring your car there is only one 
way to restore your metal window frames 
& dashboard: metal woodgraining. For infor-
mation and free quotes contact Alan Markby. 
Phone 03 445 0988 or write to 11 Boyne Place, 
Cromwell. Mem.

1913 CADILLAC, 3 door tourer, electric start, needs 
full restoration, enough parts for two cars, includes 
3 motors, 2 gearboxes, 3 chassis, 1 two speed diff, 
2 conventional diffs, 2 front window irons, lights, 
2 radiator surrounds, 3 tourer doors, front axle, 
wheels, guards, wind up hoodbow irons, no body. 
$10,500. Phone Geoff 06 876 4009. Mem.

1916/17 OAKLAND, I have 95% mechanical 
parts for this car, some body parts. Front/rear 
guards, firewall windscreen posts, bonnet and 
new radiator surround. This is a six-cylinder ohv 
Veteran, car has been stripped, and some restora-
tion started. Any reasonable offers. Phone Dick 
Andrews 09 473 9363. Mem.

1923 FIAT 501 TOURER. Johnson & Smith Colonial 
body needing scuttle and rear restoration. Partially 
dismantled. 5,000 km on rebuilt motor and 
running gear. 20" sankey wheels, spare engine & 
gearbox, reg on hold $8,500. Phone 06 868 9600.

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
We can supply many new old stock distributor 
parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built 
a New Zealand wide reputation for restoring 
worn distributors to as new performance 
and finish. All aspects of repair undertaken 
including Vacuum Advance Units. Work fully 
guaranteed. Contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall 
St, Christchurch, 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 
03 342 5677, email: barry@qualityrebuilds.com  
www: qualityrebuilds.com  Mem.

1929 DODGE BROS DA6 uncompleted project. 
Shed stored 30 years, not worked on for 25 
years. Mechanicals, bodywork, wheels etc done 
early 70s. Five new tyres w/wall. Phone Robin 
Auckland 09 292 7080 fax 09 292 7081. 

1937 FORD FOR SALE. Good condition with 
hydraulic brakes. $17,500 or will swap for Model 
A 1930 preferred. Phone 06 357 0098. Mem.

1952 BSA CII tidy condition, reg on hold. Wolseley 
4/44 gearbox. Phone 03 528 8578 . Mem.

1974 Triumph 2500 TC M.O.D, Reg. on hold. Offers 
Phone 03 3584 049 or email ainge.n@xtra.co.nz

BEDFORD TRUCK 1950/51 dual wheels, needs 
restoring, as is where is. Offers. Phone 03 302 6775. 
Mem.

BMW 700 2 cylinder 1962 as new, BMW Isetta, or 
swap for Messerschmitt, NSA Ro80 1971, Lloyd 
Alexander, DKW Junior 3 cyl, Dodge D11 1939, 
Morris Oxford 1952, Several horse drawn vehicles. 
Vehicles in storage 30-50 years, in unrestored 
condition, other possibilities, phone Brian 06 357 
5706 email btr@actrix.co.nz

BOSCH D4 DUAL MAGNETO RH rotation for sale 
or swap, twin contacts, 3 magnets, excellent 
condition. For Bosch DU4 magneto Mod 5 twin  
contact 2 magnet and coil, magneto switch for 
dash. Phone 09 434 3512 evenings, write NR Cox, 
2 Pine Rd Ngunguru, Whangarei. Mem.

EX GISBORNE ELECTRICAL CO LTD has for sale, 
complete test bench for repairing speedometers, 
rev. counters for Smith equipment, also AC and 
Video equipment and repairing pressure gauges, 
all kinds, and diameters. Phone 06 868 5226, RB 
Niemiec, 21 Sievwright Lane, Gisborne. 

HANDBOOKS AND ILLUSTRATED PARTS LISTS:  
More than 800 Handbooks and Parts Books.  
These mainly cover the period Post WWI to the 
1950s. Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.
co.nz, Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street 
East, Christchurch, phone 03 366 4404 or email 
info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz. 

HUBCAPS – ANY PROBLEMS CONTACT ME
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 101/2" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
Ltd,  Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New York Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

6 – 12 VOLT INVERTERS, run any 12 volt accessory 
in your original 6 volt vehicle. Very simple three 
wire installation. J. Hibbs, 12 Grace Nicholls Grove, 
Riverstone Terraces, Upper Hutt, Phone 04 528 
4621 or email hibbspekay@xtra.co.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and sealed 
beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine bearings, 
engine mountings, head gasket/sets, pistons 
and valves, timing chains and gears, flywheel 
ring gears, tyres, carburettors, magnetos, etc, 
or all makes and models, especially: Austin, 
Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, Ford, Hillman, 
Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.

Ronald Lever, 
87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South Auckland. 

Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.
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VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 15 
bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical dip 
reflectors. Most bases and configurations available 
in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan Sisson, sole 
NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 389-0643 also Henrob Welding 
Torches. Model Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, 
Christchurch 6. 

VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201, page 
17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size or made 
to your measurements. Phone/Fax  Allan on 06 
844 3959 or 025 469 331 to discuss your require-
ments. Allan Jones Joinery, Napier. Member.

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES 
large stock of new and used for all types of 
vehicles from early 1900s onwards including 
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors, 
trucks. Transport book-find specialists. 
Mail, phone and secure online orders. 
DML Transport Literature & More. www.
manuals.co.nz Phone 03 614 7900. 
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS

FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC & ODDBALL
 ENGINES.

We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED.
We can restore that faulty pump, including 
fuel resistant diaphragm. Work fully guaran-
teed. Contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall St, 
Christchurch 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 03 
342 5677, email: barry@qualityrebuilds.com  
www: qualityrebuilds.com  Mem.

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage wood work requirements, I can 
reproduce your car’s woodwork from original 
parts, patterns and photos. Model A parts 
made to order, also Morris Traveller Van kits. 
N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau Rd, 
Marton. Phone 06 327 6164.

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal work. 
Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. New beaded 
rims available in some sizes. Phone Vern Jensen 
06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, Feilding. Mem.

PENRITE OILS. We carry a full range from 
Vintage to Modern Engines. Lubricants for pre-
1984 HD motorcycles, gearbox oil for Japanese 
2 strokes. Full range of diff, steering box and 
gearbox oils. Competitive prices. Try us first. M.S. 
Coombes Ltd., 344 St. Asaph Street, Chch. Phone 
03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or oversizes. 
Also pistons can be made to special dimen-
sions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

SU FUEL PUMPS REBUILT, we rebuild your 
pumps 6V and 12V. We also stock a full range 
of spare parts. All work fully guaranteed. 
Contact SU Fuel Pump Services (NZ), 31 Forests 
Road, Stoke, Nelson. Ph Barry Johnson 0274 
528 178 or 03 547 0076 afterhours. Email: 
bgjohnson@xtra.co.nz

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. Contact; George Calder, 307 
Hoon Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 
5372, Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

THE HISTORIC RACING AND SPORTS CAR CLUB 
ANNUAL SWAPMEET. Sunday 14th August at the 
Pukekohe A & P grounds (all under cover). Also 
Classic Vintage & Historic cars for sale. Sellers 
book your space. Phone Jim Baird 09 298 1117 or 
email  pre39hq@hotmail.com

WOLSELEY 14-60 1938/39 Complete but needs 
full restoration. Car no 314-7646. Reg engine and 
radiator ’28/’29 15E. 1954 Riley engine complete. 
Studebaker radiator and surround. Dozens of later 
model windscreens Ford Vauxhall, Hillman, Austin, 
Morris, Chev. 1938 Hudson radio and speaker. 
Brake linings for FJ Holden. FE FC. Ford 100E 
Austin A40, Farina, Zephyr Mk III, Austin A50, PA 
Vauxhall. Phone Ken 03 688 0473, Timaru.

WOLSELEY 1912, Flanders elliptical tank race-
about 1911, Titan 2-cyl. Tractor 1914, Graham 
truck 2 owners 1928, Morris truck 1926, Mercedes 
180 petrol 1955, Mercedes 180 diesel 1955, Austin 
Champ and Gypsy. Vehicles in storage 30-50 years, 
in unrestored condition, other possibilities, phone 
Brian 06 357 5706. email btr@actrix.co.nz

WOLSELEY NINE 1934  2 door 4 seater tourer. 4 
cylinder single overhead cam. Mostly rewooded, 
some restoration done, sandblasted, with manuals. 
Good project. $1500. Phone/fax 09 437 3366. 
Mem.

MOTOR SPORT:  Arrivals include The Grand Prix 
Car Vol 2 by Pomeroy, The Mighty Midgets by 
Fox, American Road Racing by Rueter, Teretonga 
25 by Bunce, Douglas & McDonald, Great Auto 
Races by Helck, Motor Racing with Mercedes Benz 
by Monkhouse, Racing Voiturettes by Karslake.  
Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz, 
Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street East, 
Christchurch, phone 03 3664404 or email info@
wheelsonpaper.co.nz.

NEW MOTORING BOOKS: New arrivals include 
AMC Cars 1954-1987 by Foster, Borgward Isabella by 
Steiger, 80 Years of Citroen in the UK by Reynolds, 
Maserati 3011 by Jenkinson, 55 Years of Mercury 
by Gunnell, Vauxhall The Postwar Years, by Alder.  
Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz, 
Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street East, 
Christchurch, phone 03 3664404 or email info@
wheelsonpaper.co.nz. 

OLD & RARE MOTORING BOOKS: Latest arrivals 
include Aston Martin and Lagonda by Frostick, 
Cadillacs of the Forties by Schneider, Lincoln 
Continental by Ritch, Mercedes Benz 8 by Melin, 75 
Years of Pontiac Oakland by Gunnell, Triumph Cars by 
Langworth & Robson. Check our website www.
wheelsonpaper.co.nz, Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 
Chester Street East, Christchurch, Telephone 03 
3664404 or email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz. 

OLD AND RARE MOTOR CYCLE BOOKS: This 
section is still small but many rare titles 
available including Matchless by Hartley, The Scott 
Motorcycle by Clew, The Story of Triumph, by Louis 
& Currie, Velocette by Burgess & Clew, Vincent 
by Vincent, Vintage Years at Brooklands by Bayley.    
Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street East, 
Christchurch, phone 03 3664404 or email info@
wheelsonpaper.co.nz. 

WHEELS ON PAPER LTD: Canterbury Swap Meet 
Weekend, we will be in the Trades Tent, down 
below the Club Rooms. Friday and Saturday 
evening, we will also open the shop from 7pm 
– 9.30pm, as we can only take a limited range 
to the Swap Meet. Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 
Chester Street East, Christchurch, Telephone 
03 3664404. Normal Shop Hours Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 11am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-
4pm or by appointment.

1915 SWIFT ‘15’, 4 cyl., 3 litre. Chassis rebuilt, 
loose bolted for final assembly. Radiator rebuilt, 
new core, cap, badge etc. Three engines, two 
gearboxes and rear axles. Non-original steering 
box. No body but bonnet and guards for patterns. 
Lamps, horns, many sundries. Good set of 21" 
Sankey wheels. Believed third known survivor, 
interesting project. $15,000. Grant Taylor, phone 
06 879 8517
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1930 MODEL A FORD SPORTS COUPE 8,000 
miles since full restoration no expense spared 
new 3.54:1 high speed crown and pinion. VIC 
registered. $25,000. Phone 09 434 6786

1931 MODEL A 2 door sedan WOF & Reg 
steering gear has just been done to original. Exc. 
Mechanical, excellent body, was South Island car. 
$21,000. Phone 09 407 4638.

1930 FORD MODEL A COUPE Excellent 
condition in every aspect, complete professional 
ground-up restoration 2003, inc. Le-Baron Bonney 
interior. Judged Best Closed Car & 2nd place overall 
in recent Model A Rally. Featured in NZ Classic Car Oct. 
2004. Real attention grabber. $43,900. Ph 09 415 
8512 or email gl-foote@xtra.co.nz

1936 AUSTIN 18/6 HERTFORD SEDAN. A rare 
car, fully restored. A quality vehicle current Reg, 
WOF & VIC. A reliable touring car. $16,500. 
Phone 07 376 8088 mem.

1925 STUDEBAKER SPECIAL SIX Phaeton 
Duplex. Very tidy older restoration. Reg on 
hold. Present owner 35+ years. Many spares, 
good rally vehicle $35,000. Phone 07 843 7608. 
Mem.

1913 ROYAL RUBY MOTORCYCLE 6hp V Twin 
JAP motor three speed hub gears. Good NZ 
home required. Totally restored to high standard. 
Written offers invited. Highest or any offer not 
necessarily accepted. Offers to 10 Turakina St, 
New Plymouth, phone 06 758 1991 for further 

1928 CHEVROLET SEDAN. Runs well, has had 
two repaints otherwise still very much just 
what it was when it left the factory. Original 
documentation and history. For futher informa-
tion. Phone 04 387 4554.

1927 BUICK TOURER. After 40 years of ownership 
the time has come to move in a different direction 
and have someone else enjoy the pleasure of 
ownership of this reliable Vintage car. Fully 
documented from new, only 4 owners, original 
colour scheme. Very reliable motoring car. $35,000. 
Further details phone 03 308 7107. Mem.

1955 FORD CUSTOMLINE first of the OHV 
motors. This car is in original condition. Has been 
repainted with original colours. The interior has 
not been changed as it is in excellent condition. 
Car has VIC and is on show at the Te Puke Vintage 

DUE TO THE NEED TO RATIONALISE a number 
of vehicles are for sale. For further details 
contact Bert Watchorn, 1505 Highway 30, RD2, 
Whakatane. Phone 07 322 8263, 07 308 2138, 
mobile 027 449 7137. Mem.

COLLECTION OF 8 BRITISH CARS (1934-1947) 
plus 1,012m2 fully serviced residential section 
in Canterbury township plus large 8 car garage 
for sale. Rover 12hp, 14hp, 16hp, Wolseley 12/48, 
Vauxhall 14hp ASX, Standard 12hp, 14hp, Ford 
10hp. All cars garaged for 30 years, with reg. on 
hold. Lots of spares, motors etc. $99,000 for the 
lot. Brian Smith, Chch phone 03 332 0873.

1947 CLUB COUPE - MINT CONDITION. All 
original running gear. Vehicle has VIC. Extras 
include whitewalls, fog lamps, P-plates. Well 
rallied BOP car. Offers around $35,000 phone 07 
572 3593. Mem.
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WANTED 
TO BUY

1904 ARIEL MOTOR 21/4-31/2 hp. Have swaps or 
cash for rolling chassis. Phone 0061 741 230 227

AMERICAN 1955-1956 Dodge etc, 1957-1958 
Ford or Mainline, 1950-1957 Studebaker, 1955-
1957 Buick or 1949-1960 pick up truck. Phone 
Rod 07 332 3304 or email lynette.h@xtra.co.nz

ANTIQUE GERMAN AUTOMOBILE pre 1920 
preferably complete or in parts wanted. 
Phone Mark 029 237 5375 or email mark.forster@
motion.co.nz

BSA WINGED WHEEL PARTS to complete restora-
tion. Sprocket and drive assembly, air cleaner, 
flywheel cover (Miller Mag). Also any original control 
levers contorl lever. Ferg McDowell, 46 Dunlop St, 
Wallacetown, 9502 Southland. Ph 03 235 8449 
fax 03 235 8409 email fergandenise@xtra.co.nz

BUICK CARBURETTOR 1930 Series 37 wanted 
with fittings. Phone 03 218 8668 or Greg 021 333 
265. Mem.

CARBURETTOR, updraft prefer Model BB1 Carter 
or similar to suit 6 cylinder Buick. Clock required 
50mm square approx, 6 volt to finish restora-
tion. Magneto Simms Bosch D6 3 magnet. Please 
phone 06 758 3363 or 0800 800 896 Nyall or 
Bruce Simkin.

CLUTCH PLATE WANTED – Woven lining type for 
1927 Chrysler 70 phone Geoff Timpany 03 213 
1061. Mem.

OIL CO ENAMEL ADVERTISING SIGNS, any 
motoring related signs, Motor Spirits, Tyres etc. 
Any items, Big Tree, Texaco Sternol, Europa, Sinclair, 
Valvolene; oil bottles, delivery drivers hat and 
jacket, badges, sample tubes of oil. Interested in 
anything related to early motoring. Phone 09 444 
4066 R Ballantyne. Mem

DODGE/FARGO TRUCK: 1939-47 dash panel and 
gauges wanted. Any information welcomed phone 
Alan 03 385 9207

GAZ CARBURETTOR (used on Rusian A-Ford) 
wanted to complete a collection of A Ford 
Carburettors. Should have all parts and be 
rebuildable. Please phone 06 374 0701 or email 
pat.neil@actrix.co.nz 

VINCENT BLACK SHADOW, prefer complete 
running bike with matching nos but anything 
considered. Please phone Phil Oswald 06 376 
6712 or write P Oswald, Kaitawa RD1, Pahiatua. 
Email p.oswald@ucol.ac.nz 

ONE OR TWO 16" Ford V8 wire wheels in good 
condition and one or two 6:00 x 16 Firestone wide 
white wall tyres in good or at least recappable 
condition. Phone Richard Buchanan 06 354 0033 
or r.w.buchanan@massey.ac.nz

SPEEDO WANTED URGENTLY for our restored 1934 
Leyland Cub Fire Engine, at Coromandel’s Vintage 
Fire Station Museum. It is a “Watford” 3" anticlock-
wise with milage and trip, as the old one is very 
sad. Phone Owen Scarborough 07 867 6075.

TYRES 36 x 6 or 650 x 24" to fit Daimler truck. 
Phone 04 526 7302. Mem.

STEEL FELLOES 19" 12 spoke to suit plain split rim 
such as used by Buick or similar. Ph 07 575 9868.

WATFORD SPEEDO EITHER 0-60, 0-80, 0-100 and 
dashboard fuel air pressure gauge and hand pump 
required for 1925 Riley Sand Racer. Phone 03 578 
6677 or email redwing@actrix.co.nz

WANTED FOR 1926 BUICK STD 6 double service 
sedan, brake pedal (square foot pad), headlights 
or rims and glass, carb dash control, Delco ignition/
light switch, Marvel Carb model T 38, horn radiator 
shell, hub caps x 4. Any information on double 
service sedan body, parts suitable for pattern and 
interior detail. Body also fitted to 1924 120" w/
base Six. Phone Les 03 488 3776. Mem.

 
Vehicles from 1920-1970s 

This is the ideal opportunity to list your 
Vintage or Classic vehicle and be part 

of an exciting day’s trading. 
Whether it is a car, truck, bulldozer or an old 

fuel pump – this is the place to move them along. 

Enter Now.

Viewing Friday 14 October, Auction Saturday 15 October.
For details contact Ray or Paul Singleton, 07 573 6547. 

Full list will be on our website  www.vintagecars.nzhere.com

1915  Buick Roadster
1923  Buick Roadster
1924  Willys Overland
1925  Fiat 509 Tourer
1927  Erskine Sedan
1928  Renault Viva 6 sedan
1934  Ford Y Tudor
1937  Terraplane Hudson 

Coupe
1938  Buick 46S Sports 

Coupe
1938  Morris 10 Series III
1939  Buick Coupe

1947  Austin 16
1948  Morris 8 Series E
1948  Chrysler Windsor
1948  Morris Minor Lo Lite
1948  Alvis TA 14 Woody
1951  Austin A40
1951  Morris Oxford
1952  Daimler Consort
1952  Humber Hawk Mk IV
1953  MG TF Replica
1953  Ferrari 500 Special
1953  De Soto Sedan
1955  Chrysler New Yorker

1947  Morris Minor
1958  Landrover Fire 

Engine
1961  Austin A60 Devon
1964  International AB120 

truck
1966  Jaguar E type
1967  Jaguar E type
1970  Holden HT 

Kingswood SW
1975  Mercedes 450SL
1977  Ford Granada
1938  Panther Redwing 

100 + SC
1952  BSA Bantam 125cc
1953  AJS 500cc road
1953  AJS 500cc scrambler
1963   Triumph Tiger 90 

350cc
19?? DKW Pedal Scooter
 

Choose the next vehicle for your collection from this huge selection of vehicles from 1920s - 1970s

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS
GEORGE CALDER LIMITED

307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH
PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

FORD NRS PARTS WANTED any condition. 
Especially gear components and camshaft. Phone 
07 571 1109, email inala@wave.co.nz  Mem.

LEYLAND CUB HALF CAB BUS. 1934 & 1935. 
Help, my ’34 had the steering stolen recently; 
am having trouble replacing, can anyone help? 
Also any parts; particularly seats, interior lights, 
handrails, door openers. New member, first resto-
ration. Phone Stuart Spurr 027 278 9333 or stuart.
vera@xtra.co.nz Mem.

MORRIS COWLEY HOOD FRAME or parts for 2-
seater flatnose 1926-28, particularly blocks with 
wingnuts going over 12mm pegs at screen frame 
corners 1060mm apart. R Wells phone/fax 03 389 
4169. Mem.

NSU MOTORCYCLE pre 1920 wanted, also in parts 
and incomplete. Phone Mark 029 237 5375 or 
email mark.forster@motion.co.nz
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SWAP MEETS  
& rallies

 7*, 8, 9 OCTOBER 2005
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information Phone Kay 03 352-5217.  Please note: sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated.
 No ATM or EFTPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

PUBLIC DAYS 8, 9 OCTOBER: 9am - 4:30pm. Adults $5, all accompanied school children free.

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

Admission to the swapmeet on Members Day is by 
current VCC Membership card or site holders ticket only. 

Admission for those people accompanying a VCC member is $10 per person.

*7 OCTOBER 
Member’s Day

SWAP MEET & MARKET
SUNDAY 12 OCTOBER, 2003  - BAYPAC COOLSTORE
Totara Street, Mt Maunganui

NZVCC Inc Bay Of Plenty Branch

• VINTAGE CAR DISPLAY • CAR PARTS OLD & NEW • GARAGE SALE • COLLECTABLES •
• BOOKS OLD & NEW • A MUST FOR CAR ENTHUSIASTS • FOOD • HOT AND COLD DRINKS •

All catering by BOP VCC – No other refreshment stalls permitted. 
Further information from Ray Singleton 07 573 6547.

Gates open 7am • Seller’s Vehicles & Driver $5 • All others $3 • Children Free

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

ADVERTISE IN YOUR VEHICLE WITH MARKETPLACE …

Up to 40 words including phone number. Supply a colour 
photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo.

*$50 rate for VCCNZ members only, non-member rate $54

$50*
Text & colour photo.  WANTED   FOR SALE

Tick which column  you require

Payment must accompany your advert. Cheques should 
be made payable to Beaded Wheels. 

Yes List my advertisement on 
the internet.

For an additional cost ($5 text only , $10 to include your 
photo) we can now publish your advertisement on our 
website. All advertisements must appear in Beaded 
Wheels. Advertisements remain on the internet until the 
release of the next issue of Beaded Wheels. 
$5 text only, additional $5 to include photo

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 

*$12 rate for VCCNZ members only, non-member rate $16

$12*
Text only advertising

Tick which column  you require

 WANTED   FOR SALE

Post payment & advertisement to Marketplace, PO Box 13-140, Christchurch. VCCNZ members must be financial 
and state their branch to receive discount rate. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for OCTOBER/
NOVEMBER issue 10 September 2005.

VCCNZ OTAGO BRANCH

34th 

Dunvegan 

Motorcycle Rally

1-2 October 2005

For this years event we will be visiting 
the North Otago area.

If you wish to attend, please apply for 
an entry form to The Rally Secretary

2A Matthew St, Abbotsford Dunedin.

Entry forms will be mailed to last years 
entrants.
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TRAFALGAR 200
N E L S O N  B R A N C H  V C C  N Z  I N C

Biennial Rally
Nelson Branch invites all VCC members and supporters to join them in celebrating the 

Bicentenary of Lord Nelson’s Battle of Trafalgar.
Choose from 3 rally routes travelling through picturesque Southern Nelson countryside 

during the spring.

LABOUR WEEKEND
22-24 OCTOBER 2005

PROGRAMME
Saturday 22 1-4pm: Registration
 Meet & Greet
Sunday 23 Rally Day and Dinner
Dinner Theme: “Lord Nelson’s Battle of Trafalgar”
Monday 24 Farewell Morning Tea

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Jim Wareing  Ph/Fax 03 544 9998
Email: jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz
Rob Thompson Ph/Fax 03 547 5120
email: robkaren@ts.co.nz

Be there!! Don’t miss this one!!
Aye Aye Captain

IMPORTANT NOTICE Accommodation in Nelson over this weekend will be busy. A limited number of 
billets are available. These will be allocated on a first-come basis. If you would like to be hosted by 
our friendly branch members be in early.

EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY’S

COMMERCIAL RALLY
 LABOUR WEEKEND 21 -24 October 2005
 At Watchorn’s Motor Museum, Awakeri

PROGRAMME Friday Noggin “N Natter (evening)
 Saturday Display and tour of trucks
 Sunday Open public day and prizegiving
 Monday Morning tea and farewell

CONTACT Bert Watchorn 07 322 8263  07 308 2138  Postal 

ACCOMMODATION  Book Early
Awakeri Hot Springs 
Phone   07 304 9117, 07 304 8224

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
17 SEPTEMBER 2005

NORTHLAND
BRANCH

Club Grounds, Heritage Park, Maunu  •  Gates open 8am   • Adults $3 Kids free Stall Holders $3

boot sales    motorcycle parts   arts and crafts    
vintage car parts    sausage sizzle    tea and coffee
For information  phone Keith Thomas 09 437 3240  Rex Graham 09 433 5725 

MANAWATU BRANCH VINTAGE CAR CLUB

SWAP MEET
MANFEILD PARK – FEILDING

8am SAT 1 October

2005
Under Cover Space 

Available – 
Full catering 

ADMISSION
Sellers from $10

(Vehicle & Driver)
Adults $5

Accompanied children FREE
ENQUIRIES

Phone 06 323-4040
Fax 06 323-4047

email t.s.hardy@clear.net.nz

Traditional 

Seller Parking 

Larger

Hardstand
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wheels trade directory • beaded wheels trade directory • 

Listings for over 800 models

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592 

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch  •

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

 HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS  n   TACHOS   n    GAUGES   n    CLOCKS   n   CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz  360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ.  Phone Fax 03 
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NAVITE air equip

Marketed by PPC NZ Ltd
Phone 0800 42 82 82

FREE  If you are into any restoration of any 
type  Cars – Bikes – Boat – Aircraft 
– Trucks – Farm Machinery – Industrial 
Airconditioning – Refrigeration – Boiler or 

most anything.  

You must order one of our NEW CATALOGUES NOW.

Are you sick of freezing when you take 
your car out on a club run....but just 
grin and put up with it?
We have the remedy for you!! We have a limited 
number of heated seat covers for sale.
They are good quality products, made for the 
USA market with a 12 month warranty.
Perfect for open cars or just cars with 
heaters that don’t work very well. The seat 
cover heats both your back and your bum, 
is thermostatically controlled and is fitted/ 
removed in seconds. (They fit over any seat)
The cost is only $90 to VCC members. 
Contact thesurgery@thesurgery.co.nz or 
PHONE 04 232 7543

affordable effective 
advertising
You can reach your customers quickly 
and cheaply by advertising in the 
Beaded Wheels Trade directory. 
From only $55 per issue your 
full colour advert will be seen by 
over 7,000 readers and motoring 
enthusiasts every issue. 
To find out more contact 
Rosalie Brown at Beaded Wheels, 
phone 03 332 3531 or 
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
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Ashburton Roger Hart 
 & Bernard Egan

We have a new Chairman - Jim Lawton. 
Jim, who has been instrumental in recent 
years, in orchestrating the smooth running 
of the Branch’s ever growing May Swap 
Meet, takes over from Vern Ellis. Thanks 
from all for the your sterling efforts Vern. 
during your three terms as Chairman. 

Jim has been a club member for about five 
years. He says an interest in Vintage vehicles 
has been in his blood for many years, particu-
larly International Trucks, for it was these on 
which he cut his teeth after leaving school 
and working for A.I.S. the local International 
agent. His work became his hobby and he 
now owns two Internationals. The 1956 
model is used regularly and Jim says he is 
enjoying the challenge of restoring the other, 
a 1919–20 model.

Percy Ralston was appointed Club 
Captain on the Thursday and ran the 
Solstice Rally in his new role, just four 
days later. We note Percy has a decided 
preference for open air travel, as shown by 
the two Royal Enfield motorcycles, a 1946 
Model G and a 1953 Meteor 700. Then 
there is the 1928 Ford “A” Roadster. The 
“A” was acquired to enable Percy’s wife 
Heather to join the Vintage fun, as a small 
Royal Enfield pillion seat apparently didn’t 
have much appeal for her. 

As for Percy’s “Solstice Rally”, the day, 
like the planning was perfect. Forty six cars, 
drove about 50 miles to the Mayfield area 
for afternoon tea amongst a comprehensive 
and interesting collection of farming related 
machinery.

An earlier garage raid, which rambled 
about the greater Ashburton area and parts 
south was very well attended, both by locals 
and a contingent from South Canterbury 
branch. Garages “raided” included Bruce 
McIlroy’s Bentley Service Centre (see 
below), Alan Willett’s Massey Harris collec-
tion, Robbie Ross’s eclectic selection of 
vehicles, as well as visits to Vern Ellis’, 
Duncan Ross’, Trevor Love’s and Brian 
Wilkin’s garages.

While all deserve further comment, here 
is a little more about Bruce McIlroy and his 
passion for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. 
After acquiring a Rolls-Royce, of his own, 
Bruce saw a niche market and set up in 
business servicing Rolls-Royce and Bentleys. 
Initially he thought it might be a limited 
market and he would need other work to 
supplement it. He was wrong and now he 

and his team of specialists are continually 
very busy as cars from throughout New 
Zealand and overseas arrive at Bruce’s 
clinical workshop for expert attention and 
servicing. Sitting there during our last visit 
were three Rolls-Royce and three Bentleys, 
ranging from very old to quite new and all 
having one thing in common – quality! 
(Bruce says that 80% of all Rolls-Royce cars 
ever made are still in existence) 

A very warm welcome is extended to 
new members – Ngaire Hampton (wife of 
Peter), Trevor Coulter with his two 1926 
Harley-Davidson motor cycles and Paul 
Finch and his 1924 Dodge Tourer.

Auckland John Stokes
Motorcycles: Peter Alderdice has 

acquired the engine and gearbox from a 
1915 Militairé, “The Motorcycle That Rides 
Like A Car.” According to one authority 
some twenty of Militairés production were 
exported here so we wish him well in his 
pursuit of the chassis/frame and other bits. 
At a recent motorcycle section meeting 
Mike Thorpe spoke on his involvement 
with the film The World’s Fastest Indian 
starring Anthony Hopkins as motorcycle 
ace Bert Munro. Mike’s concern was the 
maintenance of the Britten built replicas 
of Bert’s racing Indians and the sand at 
Oretai Beach gave Mike and his group some 
challenges. Malcolm and Chris Wheeler 
have joined with a 1929 BSA Sloper and a 
1972 Norton Commando.

Veteran: Jim Welch has almost finished 
his 1905 V Twin Riley, the motor and 
gearbox just need to be installed.
Vintage: Norm Pye has sold his 1930 Model 
A Ford roadster to a North Shore member. 
Neville Olsen has bought John Wilkinson’s 
1930 Dodge DD sedan. John had had this 
car since 1968. After thirty-six or seven 
years ownership Ed Moffit has sold his 1926 
Chrysler six to Tony Dewhurst. Long-term 
members will remember this car as the one 
in which Norm and Pat Dewhurst won 
the Herr Schoof Memorial Trophy at the 
Thirteenth International Rally at Nelson 
in 1972. Norm Dewhurst has the motor 
and gearbox back in the 1925 Essex. Neil 
Bielesky is working on his 1926 Renault 
9hp and Bob Pickering has done the 
clutch and gearbox on his 1928 Plymouth. 
Shirley Bovis won fast Vintage at Taranaki’s 
Maunga Moana in the ‘28 Model A Ford 
while Rodger and Val Ball won our Experts 
Rally in a ‘28 Ford A pickup.

PV PWV: Norm Pye has bought a 1971 
Jaguar E Type six cylinder roadster, Trevor 
Birchall has bought a Vauxhall 12. Jim 
Welch is progressing with a 1948 RMB 
Riley with a very rare Swiss built Reihnbolt 

and Christie saloon body. This car has good 
New Zealand racing history. Alan Stoker 
and Kathy Phelps have joined with a 1970 
Ford Cortina GTE.

Service awards: Monty Scarborough and 
Colin Blackledge received their twenty-
five year awards and John Wilkinson and 
Russell Vincent their thirty-five year awards 
at our AGM.

Politics: Neville Olsen is our new Club 
Captain, Norm Lawrence and Chris Clark 
are new to the committee. Peter Crowther 
is back on committee. Royce Hanna and 
Leo Fowler have stood down.

Trophies: Motorcycle Monty Wray, Pride 
of ownership Keith Williams, Husband and 
Wife Roy and Nita Cope, Points Alan and 
Sharran Price, Hurlingham Trophy Cedric 
and Gayle Pegrum.

 Banks Peninsula  W. Crapo
The lack of words in the previous issue 

does not mean that the intrepid motorists 
of the hill tribe have been sitting idle.
Following the Southern Festival of Speed 
south, the usual eclectic bunch of cars and 
pilots travelled to Dunedin for the annual 
street race, this time joining with 15 Fraser-
Nashs at the end of an extensive New 
Zealand raid. This welcome boost to the 
VCC field was a definite crowd pleaser, and 
gave us great publicity.

For a total change of pace, the annual 
Veteran rally saw a disappointingly small 
entry of only eight cars turn up for a short 
70km run from the traditional start point of 
Deans Bush. Hopefully the move of date to 
November will persuade a few more of this 
vocal group to venture forth.

ANZAC weekend saw a small but 
exclusive group headed south, led by 
our intrepid Club Captain (incidentally 
lowering the tone of the event by riding 
in a Model A). A full day’s back country 
motoring to Ophir finished with a pleasant 
meal and much telling of stories lacking 
in truth, as participants looked forward to 
another two days of the same. The next 
morning saw a rather dramatic change of 
plan. Four inches of snow, and still falling 
put paid to the planned route, so everyone 
made their own way to the next stop - 
Omarama before heading home on the 
Monday. A pleasant time was had by all, 
with the possible exception of John and 
Jackie Chivers and their little Fiat 503. 
Some of the major up and down bits inter-
nally decided to make a bid for freedom 
via the side of the crankcase, much to the 
detriment of the engine. 

To prove that maturity is still a very rare 
condition in these parts, at least twenty 
vehicles from the sublime (Craig Pidgeon 

idle
We welcome Idle Torque contributions 
telling us of branch activities but request 
that these be limited to a maximum of 
300 words.
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in the Fiat Dino) to the ridiculous (George 
Calder on a Ducati Cucciolo) turned up at 
the Chamberlain property, Hadstock, for 
a day of wheelies in the grass. It was good 
to see Craig Keenan out for the first time 
in his recently acquired Sunbeam Tourer, 
and not so good to see the Club Captain 
in a Peugeot ute which appeared to have 
been recently dragged from a chook house. 
After a full day of making like hooligans, 
the very close-fought battle for the delec-
table Cynthia trophy was won by Craig 
Cowie, wearing an Austin Seven special. 
Stu. Moore and Avon Hyde will need to try 
just a little harder next time. 

The Pomeroy Trophy has always the 
Branch’s premier event, and after falling 
numbers in the past few year it was very 
heartening to see 27 cars at the start of this 
year’s search for the ultimate touring car. 
Even more pleasing was the result - the 
winner being branch stalwart and enthusi-
astic campaigner of “proper” Vintage cars, 
Bob Beardsley in his Alvis 12/50, and the 
Haggitt Trophy for smaller capacity or 
modified vehicles went to one of our newer 
and younger members, Morris Wright in his 
Morrie Minor 

At the annual Mid-Winter Dinner, the 
branch was delighted to have the presenta-
tion of 50 year awards to Leon Witte and 
Willis Brown. A great chance for our less 
active members to get together at a club 
event, and to congratulate Leon and Willis 
on this great achievement . Congratulations 
and may you have many years of Vintage 
motoring ahead.

Bay of Plenty Jim Webb
Our mid week run on 13 April took over 

twenty cars to Kati Kati Bird Gardens, a 
venue that is a paradise for birds of many 
sorts, shapes and sizes. The small entry fee 
included a bag of seed to feed the livestock 
and ensure one of a close-up view. 

Just two days later nineteen cars and 
forty people in Vintage and modern vehicles 
went off to Kawhia, known as the “Key to 
the West Coast,” in perfect weather, for a 
weekend away. Our accompanying photo 
shows many of the happy faces just back 
from the harbour cruise, which was supple-
mented with an historic commentary from 
our captain about the early days dating back 
over 100 years. All this was verified by the 
museum visit where relics and memorabilia 
are outstandingly displayed. At a compara-
tively new sports club in Kawhia we were 
served meals and refreshments at very 
moderate prices. 

On our homeward trip through Pirongia 
we visited the Clydesdale Stables where 
these magnificent horses stole the show. 
Wagon rides were very popular. Lunch 
tables had been reserved by our President, 

Happy group having enjoyed a trip on the Kawhia Harbour Ferry.

Ray Singleton at the newly opened 
Persimmon Tree Top Café. Continuing on 
our homeward journey we went through 
Tirau and Cambridge where antique shops 
abound. This was a happy weekend with 
no pitfalls and everyone who took part was 
most appreciative of Fred Robert’s and Phil 
Andrew’s organisation. This sort of tour is 
bound to be repeated in the not too distant 
future. 

On to 11 May which took us to Banner’s 
Theatre, near Miranda on the Thames 
Estuary. For this trip, organised by Jack 
Hoven and Jenny, we first assembled at 
Kaiaua near the famous fisheries where 
they have the widely noted best fish and 
chip shop in the North Island. Twenty 
odd cars and over forty individuals, wives 
and partners noted that for the first time 
there were no Vintage cars, just Vintage 
people on a mid-week run displaying 
several beautiful PVs, Post War and Post 
60s vehicles which are ever so much more 
practical on our busy highways. Some car-
pooling was done and this proved very 
successful. The togetherness in the world 
of older people-carriers was most rewarding 
socially and practically. Banner’s Theatre, 
visited by many of us on previous occasions 
proved to be up to its usual high standard. 
There were ‘ever to be remembered’ older 
films, a celebrated organist, an Australian 
guitarist and singing by another visiting 
artist. We looked, we listened, we loved it 
all so we clapped and we sang too.

Tauranga was still reeling from the disas-
trous floods of 18 May and the rain hadn’t 
quite stopped bucketing down when along 
came Julian Webb and Jocelyn’s Meander 
Rally on 22 May. Many thought that the 
run would surely be cancelled but no! The 
Bulletin stated “meet at Wairoa Bridge” and 
not to be deterred the hard core fronted 
up. There was certainly much water under 
the bridge and almost as much on top and 
to add insult to injury there were hundreds 

of people and an estimated 80 to 100 cars 
already there. Not Vintage cars but it so 
happened that this was the starting place 
for a triathlon so to make it the start for 
a Vintage Car Rally was impossible. Our 
organiser, Julian, in the continuing rain, 
sorted out the rally cars and shot them off 
to another assembly place, the car park of a 
country pub, at Te Puna, only a mile away. 
This too proved difficult as a large contin-
gent of triathlon supporters were assembling 
for a pre-booked lunch! Remember that it 
was still raining. ‘Depression to Succession’ 
some called it. The hotel staff was most co-
operative and hot coffee and refreshments 
were served.

Finally after chaos in the rain, ten cars 
moved off with a revised instruction sheet. 
A multitude of questions kept navigators 
extra busy and the cars were directed to 
the B & B belonging to our members, Alan 
and Maureen Cook ‘Burr-Wood’ Gardens 
in Lund’s Road where some delightful 
examples of craftsmanship and handiwork 
were displayed. The hospitality was so warm 
that no one departed until well after 3pm. 
Les Jeffery did a great job directing the car 
parking, getting thoroughly drenched and 
copping a cold. He was not meant to be 
punished in this way! A revamped finishing 
terminal was Countdown at Bethlehem. 
Everyone then moved off to Julian and 
Jocelyn’s for more hot coffee. Wet, half 
drowned but not disheartened. 

New members have topped double 
figures. One is Kelvin Nottle, the son of 
long-standing members, Maurie and Val. 
It is very gratifying to see younger people 
joining our ranks. Also the Matheson family 
have transferred from Waikato. A warm 
wish and welcome to our new Chairman, 
Clive Taylor and many thanks to our 
popular retiring chairman Ray Singleton for 
a very successful three year term.
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Canterbury Tony Becker
Canterbury Branch AGM in June 

brought some significant retirees. Branch 
Secretary, Ted Hockley, has served for a 
very full five years, while Treasurer, Gay 
Goodman has given even longer service. 
Eight years, plus many more to committees 
of both Canterbury and Auckland. Their 
dedication won them well-earned recogni-
tion by being jointly awarded the Special 
Events Trophy for 2005. They were formally 
thanked for giving so much of their time 
and talents to Canterbury Branch. Lyndsey 
Saunders and Graeme Sword continue in 
the important roles of Branch Chairman 
and Club Captain respectively, while 
Rhonda Genet, Treasurer, and Ross Butler, 
Secretary, now anchor the executive, the 
latter is also Parts Secretary. The committee 
remained stable with most members staying 
for another term, however the addition 
of Jim Paterson added some new blood. 
Winners of 2005 Restoration of the Year 
trophies were congratulated on their efforts 
and, although the category choices mostly 
spoke for themselves with so few entries, 
two truly outstanding cars were in a class of 
their own. Both were authentically restored 
over many years, with meticulous attention 
to detail. Both required much re-creation of 
hand-made panels and precision parts. The 
stunning tomato and white 1957 Chevrolet 
Nomad Suburban wagon of recent new 
member Brian Savage was lined up with one 
of the prettiest of cars, Alan Rennie’s 1931 
Fiat Roadster. Another unique American 
entry was Gilbert and Andrea Dallow’s 1954 
Hudson Jetliner. Just the one entry from the 
motorcycle section this year, an especially 
nice Honda from the skilled hands of Gary 
Arps.

An impeccably presented Vintage entry, 
Phil Jeeves’ Hubmobile tourer, raised some 
eyebrows, courtesy of its previous weekend 
‘water sports’ photos that supported his 
display! The car’s Irishman Rally antics 
contrasted unbelievably with the Hup before 
our eyes. A good example of detailed prepa-
ration. Phil’s own workmanship included 
the paintwork and the whole hood, even its 
complex laminated bows.

Quiz Nite was popular as usual with 
60 members making up nine teams. A 
fun night, thanks to Gary once again and 
Rhonda Genet.

The Rural Run was a wet-day affair. 
Based on Banks Peninsula, the views should 
have been better had conditions allowed. 
Quite a long run over some testing grades 
from Little River to French Farm via Mount 
Bossu, followed by Okains Bay for lunch 
with a visit to their excellent museum. The 
club’s biggest and ugliest trophy is destined 
for the Dallow mantelpiece for this year.

Queens Birthday means Irishman Rally 
to many Canterbury members who this 
year travelled via Mackenzie Country into 
Central Otago’s Brass Monkey Motorbike 
Rally territory, held annually there the same 
weekend. Although police and forecasters 
advised everyone to stay home, the weather 
down south was pleasant, so a fairly cruisy 
2005 Irishman’s was the order.

Catlins Caper 2005 was another of the 
Beckers’ biennial tours. For nine perfect 
days the 76 entrants toured the lower 
South Island in Central Otago’s autumn, 
exploring the Clutha River from its Lake 
Wanaka source to the Pacific Ocean. They 
indulged in little-known private collections, 
gardens, vineyards, museums, sheep stations, 
goldfields and history, plus Warbirds and the 
odd private car collection of course.

South Otago VCC branch members, 
including Jack Knight and John Cook 
who had assisted with the planning led 
Canterbury Branch members onto their 
best high country back roads while looking 
after them extremely well socially too. 
The tour explored the historic lighthouses, 
many waterfalls, lakes, lagoons, stunning 
beaches and petrified forests of the Catlins, 
New Zealand’s best kept secret in Eastern 
Southland.

Eastern Bay Of Plenty Sue Moore
In May our planned club run was once 

again thwarted by the forces of nature as our 
outing was cancelled due to the devastation 
at Matata and the closure of so many local 
roads! However, it was pleasing to see a 
good attendance at the AGM on the 26th 
and most of the standing committee willing 
to take office again. Coral Worrall has 
stepped down from the position of Secretary 
and Peter Donovan has agreed to take over 
the reins (or steering-wheel!)

Our annual Night Owl Run was held on 
18 June and as usual proved to be a good 
fun evening. The course this year was set 
by Liz Bryson and Elaine Proffit and a good 
number of cars set out from Watchorn’s 
Museum around 5.30pm. The weather was 
a bit miserable and some of the clues and 
silent checks were difficult to spot in the 
wet conditions – not to mention a few cars 
getting stuck in the mud – but most were 
back in good time for the Pot-luck tea 
to follow. The winners of the Night Owl 
Trophy were Robert and Dale Watchorn.

At the time of writing this report (late 
June) Walter McFarland is driving his newly 
acquired 1915 three seater Studebaker 
Roadster back from Timaru. Alison is 
accompanying him in the back-up van but 
he is quite confident that he will make the 
journey without any problems – Good Luck 
Walter! This will be the only Veteran car 
in the Whakatane branch in running order 

and we look forward to it joining us on 
future outings.

Far North Dave Duirs
A well attended AGM had ‘willing’ 

nominations for all positions which says 
volumes for the current spirit of this Branch. 
It’s also great to see newcomers prepared to 
have a go…witness Peg Hills, a very new 
member, now serving her apprenticeship as 
magazine editor and Robin Parker taking 

on the Club Captaincy. Our thanks are due 
to those who served us well last year, with 
a special thanks to retiring editor Richard 
Clark and Club Captain Naomi Mason.

The end of month noggin and natter had 
another night of housie which was a change 
from the stresses of navigating!

The Mothers’ Day run with Robin and 
Lorraine Parker had eighteen cars start 
from Mangonui and Kerikeri to rendez-
vous for a “cuppa” at the Tarairie water 
gardens, followed by a relaxing navigation 
run across to the Puketi forest and then on 
to the Dinosaur and Meteor collection out 
of Kaeo and across the road from the Texas 
Diner where we congregated for a relaxing 
time while the husbands prepared lunch 
(by credit card no less!). It was great to see 
the Wallace’s Alvis (ex Waihi) being the 
winner after some teething problems on 
recent runs.

The competitive Malloy Trophy run 
started, in dodgy weather with seventeen 
vehicles, from south of Mangonui with a 
straight line navigation section taking us 
round and round the village and eventually 
up to Rangikapiti Pa which has great views 
over the harbour. Apparently this should 
have taken fifteen minutes. Some made it, 
others used the emergency envelope and 
one still has not reported in! Our organisers, 
the Woollams assisted by the Wallaces, 
then challenged us to make our way, using 
the supplied map, by the shortest route 
passing close to places beginning with ‘K”, 
to rendezvous in Takahue. Well, this had 
the crews thinking and many and varied 
routes were used. One didn’t arrive on time 

Vince and Naomi Mason receiving the Malloy 
Trophy from Warwick Woollams. Far North Branch
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interesting. Back at the Clubrooms the ABJ 
Motors Trophy gymkhana was set up with 
seven events which provided a hilarious 
finish to the day.

Editor Janet put on Janet’s Jaunt for our 
May end-of-month run, sending us round 
to a rest home where the residents were 
waiting as we passed the front door. She 
then sent us up the coast to Tolaga Bay 
where we enjoyed afternoon tea on the 
beach front on a lovely afternoon.

The grapevine tells me that Brian is 
working on the brakes of his Model A, 
Gavin Bartlett is doing the same on his 
MO Cowley Pickup. Mark Dunn has sold 
his Veteran Model T speedster and is 
sorting out his Model A bits, while Dave 
Clark is assembling left over pieces to make 
a closed-cab pickup and in the process has 
created a record for the number of times 
he has taken the motor out of the chassis. 
Mike Little has purchased a 1953 Chevrolet 
and new member John Hall has been road 
testing his 1930 Austin 7 Ulster which was 
recently imported from England, 

Gore  Raewyn Dodds
Another season came to an end on 

Sunday 19 June with our Club members 
meeting South Otago Branch members at 
Tapanui.  After the usual meander through 
an assortment of roads and gradients an 
indoor picnic was held at the community 
centre (not that this was really necessary as 
the day turned out fine and sunny).  The 
afternoon was used for field tests at the 
local showgrounds with Gore once again 
winning by a narrow margin.

May saw us away on a Ladies Run, 
organised by last year’s winner, Linda Miller. 
A good turnout rallied to Balfour where we 
thought we were taking our ‘other half’ to 
see a Doll Shop set up in the local store … 
but no sooner had we pulled up when one of 
our members arrived with a large trailer full 
of bikes – not all normal bikes – rickshaws, 
mini bikes, two-way bikes, wobbly bikes, 
a penny farthing, a bike from just about 
every era.  John Potts and his off-sider have 
created some very interesting variations on 
the ‘normal’ bike.  You think of it and 
chances are they have created it or are in 
the process of creating it. Skateboards and 
scooters didn’t get missed out either. We 
quickly took over the main street of Balfour 
and many a childhood was re-lived. The 
dolls were beautiful too; not sure how many 
men actually made it inside!

In April, Jim, our Club Captain took 
us down Wyndham way to the Glenham 
Tunnel, once a railway tunnel, now in a 
paddock, no doubt a great stock shelter. 
The brick work was still in amazingly good 
condition and we were able to walk through 
(with the aid of gummies and a torch). 

to start, one developed a head of steam (the 
car) and had to retire while another called 
it quits at the end of a No Exit road up in 
the hills. However, there was a full muster 
back at the club rooms for a sumptuous pot 
luck mid winter dinner with the oppor-
tunity to debate the day’s challenges (Sir 
Clive wouldn’t have had a look in) and the 
event was won by the Masons.

President Ross Pennell has returned safely 
from his weeks of motorcycle adventures all 
over South America with memories which, 
no doubt, will be with him for many a day. 
The Bairds are on a two month tour right 
around Australia by camper and I go from 
the East coast to the West coast everyday 
on my way to and from work and it only 
takes me twenty minutes and it doesn’t make 
headlines!! Who is having all the fun around 
here? Perhaps the folks who joined the mid 
week run to the Gumstore Bar and Grill at 
Totara North for lunch followed by a visit to 
a local collection of kauri gum and scales.

Some of us wined, dined and danced 
at the grand opening of members Peter 
and Cecilia O’Dell’s Pioneer and Transport 
museum in Kerikeri…an ambitious project 
which will be a great asset to the region and 
for visitors. We wish them well.

Next year’s Classic Car show and 
Autojumble will be on 7 January and with 
a planned alternative venue at Taipa should 
be weather-proof so pencil in the day to 
support or visit this great day out. 

Gisborne Rodney Clague
This year the AGM had the usual low 

turnout that these meetings generate which 
raises the odds of those attending of getting 
a position on the committee. We did not 
need to get to the position of volunteer or 
be volunteered. Those retaining positions 
for another year were Tony Bartlett 
(Chairman), Rosalie Douglas (Minute 
Secretary), Rodney Clague (Club Captain), 
Janet Squires (Editor), Wood has moved 
from Treasurer to Correspondence Secretary, 
Mark Dunn is the new Treasurer, and Phillip 
Cook and Adrian Joyce have taken over the 
committee position vacated by Glenn Wells 
and Ron Hopps. Adrian is also assistant to 
Terry Wood in the parts department.

Our 2007 Rally committee is up and 
running and so far the venue has been 
confirmed as has the caterer for the final 
dinner. Ron Hopps and Warwick Hickling 
are planning the rally routes, and Rob 
Knight, North Island Club Captain, has 
been very helpful in passing on any relevant 
information that may be required.

The Chairman’s Run was postponed for 
one week. Tony used Anzac as the theme 
and the run took us round the city noting 
various occurrences around that era. Very 

Action from the Gore Branch ladies run.

The tunnel has a gradient of 1:60 and it is 
675ft long with a curve in it. It was built 
about 1890. The railcar, at Pleasant Point, 
based on a Ford Model T Chassis, ran on this 
line between May 1926 and February 1931.

March was our annual Frank Robson 
Run for Vintage and Veteran cars and 
Clearwater Capers for all other vehicles. 
These runs took the cars to a final destina-
tion, the Royal Hotel at Waikaka, just out 
of Gore. The staff there put on afternoon 
tea for our members. Always a good social 
occasion in memory of a past member.
February, a busy month for Gore, had our 
Branch hosting the Festival Rally which 
always attracts a large number of entrants 
from surrounding areas as well as Gore 
members. The run saw us criss-crossing 
Eastern Southland with a picnic lunch 
at the Wyndham Racecourse, Field Tests 
on the way out, then back to Gore for a 
scrummy tea catered for by our own social 
Committee, under the guidance of our 
Rooms Convenor, Frances.

Jim has worked hard this year and taken 
us to a variety of places. We are all looking 
forward to another year of interesting runs 
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under Jim’s guidance over the next year.
Our AGM was reasonably successful with 
only two positions to be finalised – Secretary 
and Assistant Club Captain. Hopefully 
someone who couldn’t attend on the night 
(due to some very good reason!) will put 
their name forward. Last year’s Secretary, 
Murray, will only hold on until Christmas. 
He has worked hard for the Club over the 
years and deserves a break. (A Clayton’s 
break of course as he has promised to help 
organise the Festival Rally for next year.)

Hawkes Bay Rod McKenzie
The summer has seen a lot of activity 

in the sheds of the Hawke’s Bay owners of 
club eligible vehicles. Some members have 
represented the branch at out-of-district 
events, but there has been plenty of activity 
here at home to keep most of us busy.

A small group visited the Annual 
New Year Camp-out at Taihape and it is 
believed a very pleasant time was had by 
all attending. At the same time some of our 
members represented the Club at the New 
Year races at Hastings but it is not reported 
how much good fortune was to be had.

Visitors to Hawke’s Bay during the 
summer who we have hosted have been the 
MG Club in January for one week, followed 
by the Model T Ford Club who centred 
their rally on Havelock North. Our branch 
provided a meal for both organisations which 
raised some branch funds. The MGs toured 
the area and had a hill-climb day at Te 
Onepu, while the Model Ts travelled back 
roads to and from Central Hawke’s Bay and 
also had a day at Haumoana. The extremely 
good weather the whole time made for a 
great holiday for all the entrants.

In late February the Branch hosted over 
180 crews to the Annual Art Deco Rally 
and weekend held in Napier and Hastings. 
Again the weather was superb. This increas-
ingly popular event will next year be held 
for a whole week as the 75th Anniversary of 
the Hawke’s Bay Earthquake of 3 February 
1931. Make your plans to be in the Bay next 
February now as it will be a memorable week 
with some top motoring already well into 
the planning stage.

Restorations underway at present include 
Tony Prebensen’s 1903 Holley which is 
becoming closer to being drivable, Peter 
McCool’s 1918 Model T Pick-up which is 
starting to take shape along with a similar 
machine being produced by Gavin Harris. 
The Quarries’ have repainted their 1931 
Chevrolet which looks most acceptable in 
its new grey paint. Bruce Poole has a new 
hood on his 1930 Chrysler 77 Roadster after 
more than 35 years use. Dudley Marshall 
has been seen in a late Veteran Dodge. 
Kelvin and Cameron Taylor are putting 

their recent Veteran acquisitions to good 
use. And there are many new members 
with machinery being purchased for use in 
and around Art Deco Napier and Hastings, 
including John Cocker, alias Bertie, who 
has recently purchased a mid ’30s open 
Austin for his stable.

Horowhenua The Nightingales
With the AGM behind us we plan to 

have an interesting year with lots of activi-
ties for all to enjoy.

Andrew Heffey has been on the lookout 
for a ’30 Model A to restore to add to the 
old Holden that the family use all the 
time and he has got his dream. The car 
has come from Eketahuna but on inves-
tigation turned out to be pre-owned by 
Bill Creighton, one of our pioneers of the 
district, local benefactor, and owner of a 
large sawmill employing a big staff.

Ivan Benge has now finished his 
restoration of a British Bedford pick up. 
Fifteen members attended the funeral of 
Eileen Barnes a well known Wellington 
member. Club nights are well attended and 
we welcomed some new members to our 
committee at the AGM.

A Club Captain’s committee was formed 
and after their first meeting planning for 
future events is well in hand. Our chairman 
Peter Hull is doing a great job in spite of 
being very busy involved in other organisa-
tions. Also a big thanks to the team who 
produce The Spark, Shirley Olsen, editor, 
Peter’s wife Margaret who prints it and 
Margaret Ranson and Don McDonald who 
do the delivery.

Sunday runs are always popular and the 
Mangahou Dam trip was an interesting run 
only a few miles from home. Sandy Lawn ran 
a trip in June which saw 14 members travel 
to a place not found on many maps. Scotts 
Ferry is a small place at the mouth of the 
Rangitikei river and was really in the news 
during the last year’s Manawatu Rangitikei 
floods. The Barge that was used when the 
beach was the highway, and the mouth of 
the river had to be crossed, gave its name 
to the settlement. Last Christmas a house 
ID scheme was started by the residents after 
the floods, Rowed Inn, Bowled Inn, Wedd 
Inn, Fish Inn to name a few. A barbeque 
lunch was provided and enjoyed with our 
hosts at Nick’s Inn. A great day was had 
by all.

Manawatu Robyn Corpe
At the Easter Rally at Levin several of 

our members did well,  1st Veteran Section 
- Rob and Pat Knight, 2nd Post Veteran 
Section - Roy Haywood and Bev Meads.

Hardluck Trophy Brian and Lyn James 
- engine problems with the Chevrolet.
Brian and Lyn returned the next day to pick 

up the Todd Park Trophy for the People’s 
Choice.

Results from the PV, PWV and P60 
Rally held on 8 May, 2005.
1 Keith Turner 1947 Nash
2 Barry Thoms 1955 Mk 1 Ford Consul
3 Don Dennis  Austin Van Den Plas 4L
4 Maurice Entwhistle 1935 Chevrolet.
5 Mike Johnson  Dodge

Best Turned-out Car
 Brian James  1941 Chevrolet

Lady Drivers
 Eleanor Olsen   MG BGT
 Dallas Denby   Morris 1000

A very interesting rally with navigation 
done by instructions often accompanied 
by a photograph to identify where you 
were (great use of modern Digital camera 
technology) First task was to get to 
Fitzherbert Avenue near the bridge to start, 
by the shortest route, naming the streets 
used and the mileage taken. From then on 
over the Pahiatua Track and later hot soup 
at the Hukanui School. Another great day 
of motoring thanks to Derek Haycock and 
Allan Hardacre.

At the May meeting Garry Goodman, 
CEO of the Palmerston Airport gave us a 
very interesting talk, and explained that new 
regulations made it necessary to make the 
runway longer and wider. This will probably 
close a main road into Palmerston North 
from Feilding, a major topic in the area.
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More action from the North Island Easter Rally. 
Photos Peter Hull, Horowhenua Branch.
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Bicentenary of Lord Nelson’s Battle of 
Trafalgar, hence our theme “Trafalgar 200”.

The AGM was held on 12 June, a short 
run followed by a potluck lunch and then 
“The Meeting”. Even a daytime slot this 
year did not encourage more members 
to come along but fortunately we were 
able to fill all positions and achieve a 
full Committee. Outgoing Chairman Geoff 
Morris did not seek re-election after seven 
years at the helm, his place has been taken 
by Dave Campbell, with two new members 
– John Stickney and Gary Plum back on 
Committee. The Club appreciates the 
effort Geoff has put into the Club over 
these years and hope he and Phyllis enjoy 
their well earned break from VCC commit-
ments.

Otago Arthur Bennett
“It’s cold and it’s winter” not a line 

from Robbie Burns the Otago Bard, but 
a comment on the weather at this time 
of year. With the Diamond Jubilee Rally 
at Invercargill starting mid-January 2006 
there are a number of vehicles dismantled 
at present having various parts upgraded 
for trouble free touring to, from and during 
the Rally.

Branch members assisted on the running 
of the Otago Rally and participated in the 
AA Centennial Celebrations. The PV/
PWV Rally attracted a large number of 
participants. The PV winners were Ray and 
Marion Craig in their MG and PWV Kevin 
and Trish Fowler in their 1958 Jowett. 
A new trophy was present this year The Craig 
Trophy for Indoor Bowling Competition. It 
is run on a ladder system where challengers 
from below play next rung up person. The 
winner for 2005 was Maureen Bennett. In 
other Branch Awards which were presented 
at the Annual Meeting:
Speed Trophy Best performance at all speed events
Chris Read 

Harvey Wilson Cup Best attendance at rallys
Gary & Leonie Young
Non Speed Event Best performance at all events
Kevin & Trish Fowler
Clubmans Trophy Best attendance at local events
David Cunningham
Fletcher/Heaps Trophy Most Meritorious 
performance of a Veteran Vehicle 
Colin and Joan Pearce
Graham Dalton Cup Motorcycle Restoration
Bill Veitch
Douglas Rod Hard luck on Motorcycle
Stuart Gutsell     
Trevor Dunning Trophy Greatest effort in 
Vintage motoring
Richard Muir
Chairman’s Award
Alistair Drummond
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The June meeting was Neil Managh 
showing slides of his recent trip to India. 
Neil, his brother and others journeyed 
across India on 500cc Royal Enfield motor 
bikes. They avoided the major cities and 
experienced life in the rural areas. These 
bikes are now made in India. The road rules 
were “avoid anything larger than the bike 
and the sacred cows”. 

Tourer cover this month was Dennis 
Milne in another Austin 7 Special.
Steve Bright has restoration well under way 
with his 1934 Chevrolet Junior, Maurice 
Entwistle is making progress on his 1929 
Chevrolet Coupe and Brian McPherson is 
working hard on his Morris 8 Ute.

We are all looking forward to the return 
of our Chairman Allan Hardacre from his 
overseas trip. We wonder if he and Suzanne 
had time to visit a car museum. 

Nelson June Campbell
The Veteran Rally on 24 April was held 

on a cold but sunny day. Cars left the RSA 
at Motueka accompanied by the sound of 
bagpipes to travel through the Motueka 
Valley to the lunch break at the source of 
the Riwaka River where skills were tested 
with a gymkhana. There were many compe-
tition categories and the overall winners 
were Don and Gillian in their 1914 Saxon. 
Good to see Neal Dorne recover from illness 
to take 2nd prize in his 1917 Model T Ford 
and Paul and Judy Lamb with their 1905 
Star in 3rd place. (I wonder why Darcy 
Bovie (1914 Warwick) won a prize for the 
‘biggest grin’!) Five vehicles came from out 
of town to join in a fun Rally.

The motorcyclists joined up with the 
Nelson Classic Motorcycle Club for a run in 
April, heading through the Motueka Valley 
area to Tapawera, on to SH6 at Kohatu 
and back over Spooners Saddle to meet up 
with the VCC run at the Steam Museum at 
Wakefield. A great run in perfect weather.

Our May Club Night was certainly 
different but very interesting. We were 
fascinated to listen to Peter Knowles talk 
and demonstrate on a very unusual subject 
for car enthusiasts and that was Astronomy. 
Peter had set up a working model of our 
universe complete with the sun represented 
by a light bulb with the planets Mercury 
and Venus orbiting it and with the earth 
extended on a pole which also rotated with 
the moon circling the earth. This certainly 
generated much discussion among members 
and we look forward to his next visit (and 
hope for a fine, clear night) when we can 
look through his telescope.

Planning is well under way for the 
Biennial Rally at Labour Weekend which 
coincides with the celebrations of the 
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Membership Badge Presentation
25 Year Badge  Jim Sime

At the midwinter dinner held at Hotel 
Taieri Mosgiel 50 year Awards were present 
to Robert (Bob) Oakley, Roy Ferens and 
Graham Dalton. All were especially 
involved in Veteran Class Events and Motor 
Racing. Congratulations!

At the AGM our House Manager Alistair 
Drummond tended his resignation from the 
job. Alistair has given members a great 
deal of pleasure over the past 10 years and 
can now pursue other club activities in his 
Series E with his wife Margaret who has also 
been a good organiser for the Branch. Well 
done and thank you to you both. Also to 
Jack and Ella Harrison well known owners 
of at least fourteen Chrysler vehicles, all 
runners. Jack has retired from the Spares 
and Parts. Ralph Harrison took the honours 
with Navigator Denise Henderson in his 
Austin A35 at the Oamaru All British Rally 
run. 

It’s time for the motorcyclists to start 
thinking about this year’s Dunvegan Run 
1-2 October.

Northland Austineer
Winter? It is still warm and dry, not 

what the weather forecasters would have us 
believe.

We have had record numbers to this 
years events although a couple of our earlier 
events had poor turnouts. Maybe time 
for a change, work for the committee to 
consider.

The Far North Tour 5 – 6 November this 
year has the theme Adventure and Buddy 
Touring. Much of the route is outback, no 
traffic and no cellphone links. The tour will 
start at a beach near Dargaville, Coast to 
Coast by devious means. Right up the alley 
of Veteran tourers.

Our Swap Meet scheduled for 17 
September at the Whangarei Museum 
Grounds of Maurie Road is a very profitable 
event for the Club and stall holders alike.

We are planning a new event for 
December 10-12. I am inviting members 
to post in suggestions. Any other branches 

This photograph of a drum bung removing tool may 
prove of interest to readers. The tool is owned by 
Otago Branch member David Cunningham.
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Our night run was set by Lynn and Ken 
Rowson around the lakes and past Lake 
Tarawera. If rallying is hard, the dark adds 
a bit of an edge. It certainly makes you get 
out of your car and have a look. Torches 
were a great asset in this but everyone had 
a good time.

On a finer note our annual dinner and 
prize giving went well with chocolates and 
wine for all winners. Something different 
again. At prize giving our branch nominated 
long standing member Bob Mowbray as our 
branch Patron a big surprise to Bob who 
was not expecting the honour. Great going 
Bob.

Andy and Mary Watson set a ladies only 
drivers and mens navigation run looking for 
local tourist spots. It was an enjoyable day 
for members taking part.

July is our major event, the North Island 
Swap Meet. We are hoping for a good day 
which should bring out plenty of punters 
but any weather is ok for a swapmeet. 

August is our garage raid and our new 
club captain this year Bill Clouston thinks 
it will be well worth coming along as he has 
a few places to visit.

Long time members Millie and Roy 
Bowditch celebrate their Golden Wedding 
anniversary. Congratulations from us all.

Southland  Paul Rodmell
Rallying is slowing down during the 

colder weather, but the mid-week runs 
continue to get good support in spite of 
the weather. The June run ran in indif-
ferent weather but at least the pot holes 
in the stretch of gravel road could be seen, 
since they were full of water, and so easily 
avoided!

Twenty-nine people in fifteen cars set 
out from Makarewa to Colac Bay. The rally 
travelled through Wallacetown, Otautau, 
and at Fairfax a magnificent rainbow was 
seen. The route continued on to the Colac 
Bay Pavillion Tavern, where the warmth 
and cosiness was appreciated. The excellent 
meal was produced in short order and 
enjoyed as well as the great hospitality. 
After the meal with our tea and coffee, 
Mabel produced two large trays of shortcake 
tarts, which were also most appreciated.

The Big Stirrer Spoon was presented for 
the first time — to Merv Coutts. Everyone 
had a great day.

Earlier, Southland’s glorious autumn 
weather had lasted just long enough for a 
successful afternoon out (Vickery Venture) 
with the residents of the residential care 
home Vickery Court late May. Members 
provided transport to take a small group of 
the elderly out for a 20-mile spin around the 
city before being hosted to afternoon tea by 
the Invercargill East Rotary Club at the tea 
kiosk in the middle of Queens Park.

The park staff had kindly agreed to allow 
the participants to motor the guests through 
the park right up to the entranceway to 
the tea kiosk, where a welcome cup of tea 
awaited. It was great to be able to drive 
up the pedestrian walkway, smiling at the 
pedestrians. The wide variety of vehicles on 
the Venture enabled the differing levels of 
mobility to be well catered for.

Branch members are looking forward to 
the Southland Anniversary Book, which is 
due out soon.

South Otago Mel Tapp
Club activities are quieter now that the 

cold weather has set in but a good turn out 
of members took residents of the Holmden 
Rest Home for a much enjoyed outing. 
Many had tales to tell of learning to drive 
in Vintage cars. 

South Otago and Gore branches held 
the End of Year run to Tapanui with South 
Otago crews passing through Heriot to 
view the old homestead of the Todd family. 
This is the family who later had such a 
huge influence on New Zealand motoring. 
About 14 cars from each branch met and 
had lunch together before the field tests. 
Our two branches have always had a close 
relationship as the Balclutha Branch was 
formed by members who were part of the 
Gore Branch. We, the founders, did not 
ever think our branch would grow as it has 
with now close to 100 members and our 
Clutha Rally each November attracts over 
100 cars. If you would like to join us this 
year we can arrange accommodation so why 
not spend a couple of days and explore the 
lovely Catlins area.

A short run and quiz night in July is 
arranged and our Club Dinner will be held 
in August.

As I write this report I hear of the death 
in USA of John DeLorean who with Bunkie 
Knudson helped save the Pontiac brand and 
gave us the Tempest with the revolutionary 
rope drive – a flexible drive shaft allowed 
a flat floor. He also brought us the Pontiac 
GTO and looked to going to lead G.M. 
until he left to pursue his dream of building 
his own car. I do not know how many of 
the gull winged silver beauties came to New  
Zealand with their stainless steel bodies but 
they are a very collectable car. Like their 
namesake they had many flaws and a very 
interesting read is the book Grand Delusions 
the Cosmic Career of John DeLorean by Hillel 
Leven. It is a great insight into the man and 
the cars.

South Waikato John Lee
Our AGM on 3 May brought to an 

end the long reign of Poko Blomfield who 
had guided the club from 1992 to 2005. 
Poko took the opportunity to thank all 

who have had successful new events please 
let us know details. One or two day events. 
Our postal address is VCC Northland, New 
Event, PO Box 17 Whangarei.

Many members have major restora-
tions underway for 2006 at Invercargill. 
Lawrence’s Jaguar has the engine, minus the 
head, installed along with the gearbox, diff 
and front axle. The body is nearly ready for 
painting. Lots and lots more to do.

The Austineering PWV Caravan is 
stripped nearly ready for painting. Thanks 
to volunteer members. The Austin still 
needs brakes, tail lights, gearbox, clutch and 
diff to finish sorting. Then a general tidy 
and I am panicking. I’ll bet there are many 
more with lots and lots and lots of work to 
complete.

Prize winners from our annual prize 
giving evening.
Clubman of the year
Most effort over call of duty
Brian Morris Treasurer
Clark Cup
Bruce and Claudia Jeffery (3rd time winners)
Bulldog Trophy -Most determined 
restoration
Lawrence Hillier
Ladies Rally
Bev Porter
End of Rego Run - When all regos used to 
run out end of June
Bruce and Claudia (3rd time)
Kompi-kana-kup - Gymkhana event
Rex Graham
O.U. - R. 50’s Cup
Bruce and Claudia (4th time winners)
Birthday Rally held since 1983
Martin and Sue Salter (2nd time winners)
Pist’n’Broke 
For the incident on Bryderwens Pete-Westhill
Commercial Vehicle Run
Dave and Sue Dreadon
Spence Trophy Cars
Finished restoration Most progress
Brian Morris – Morris 12
Spence Trophy Motorcycles
Greatest Event Participation 
Cameron Francis (4th year running)
Black Beauty 
Bruce and Claudia (4th time winners)
Nite Rally
Martin and Sue Salter (2nd time winners)
25 Year Badges 
Peter Apeldoorn, Raewyn Faber, Peter Faber, Stewart 
McCully, Brian Potter, Noelene Potter, Martin Salter
Elmer Music Trophy – Motorcycles
Cam Francis
Young Person Event – 18 and under
Elliot Judkins (4th time winner)

Rotorua Doug Green
At this time of the year there seems 

to be fewer rallies, but some of us still go 
anywhere for a relaxed day out.
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the members of the Club that he had had 
contact with during his time as Chairman. 
He also thanked the members for their 
friendship, advice and guidance with a 
special thanks to Reg for his support.

Congratulations to Ian Stewart our new 
Chairman.

On 15 May Reg and Poko Blomfield took 
part with members of the Sunbeam Owners 
Club, in the Waikato Branch’s 25 Dawn 
Breaker held in Tauranga. An 0600 start 
from the Bureta Motor Inn saw 15 cars from 
Auckland, Waikato, Manawatu, Wellington 
and even the Mainland, head out around 
Tauranga and out to find Minden Lookout. 
Here we saw a fabulous sunrise. Back to first 
check point pit stop, on to State Highway 
2, around Mt Maunganui, over the Harbour 
Bridge to Tauranga Mariner for finish and 
breakfast after completing two and a half 
hours of motoring.

On 22 May Peter Smit and I traveled 
to Otorohanga to join Andre Dehaan and 
family to participate in their Garage Run. 
We moved to Te Kuiti where we joined 
Ian Dougherty and about 15 members of 
the Taumaranui VCC, after which we 
all proceeded to Trevor Jone’s garage to 
inspect Model A utes 1928 and 1930, 1962 
Singer Gazelle, 1958 Nash Metropolitan, 
1963 Holden, and a rare 1939(?) Citroen 
currently under restoration. Also on display 
by a Te Kuiti member was a 1961 Pontiac. 
After a thorough inspection and a talk on 
Model T motor rebuilding, we travelled 
back to Otorahanga and Andre Dehaan’s 
farm where we were treated to lunch in 
front of a very warm pot belly stove. It 
was cold and wet outside so we spent time 
inspecting Andre’s collection, a 1955 
Vauxhall with spares, 3 ton Bedford truck, 
F100 Ford, AA110 International Ute, a 
1961 Studebaker Lark V8 under restoration, 
plus three spares, one six cylinder and two 
V8s. Into another shed where we saw two 
Ford Cortinas and spare Studebaker bodies, 

another Bedford 5 tonner plus outside, ready 
for restoration a pre-1940 White truck. 

Back to Otorohanga to Peter Still’s 
compound and sheds. How to describe Peter’s 
collections. Maybe a modern Horopito!

Under cover we saw Cadillacs, Army 
and Airforce S model Bedford four wheel 
drives, heavy recovery vehicles, civilian tow 
trucks, tank transport tractor units, Scammel 
and Thornycroft, some canvas wooden cab, 
GMC Chevrolet with bren gun carrier and 
on the tray, Quad trucks.

Outside again, where to start. A modern 
grader, many assorted modern cars, some 
have been in smashes, many like Minor 
1000, Hillmans, Holdens, Vauxhall Viva 
and Japanese cars of many makes are in 
good drive away condition.

After a very enjoyable time with these 
cars Peter and I headed home with plenty to 
keep us talking.

Taranaki Colin Johnston
Some of our branch weekend and 

midweek events have had an excellent 
number of members attending. One of 
these was a visit to the Aotearoa Marae 
in Hawera where we were welcomed onto 
the marae, which was described by members 
as feeling like an honour and a privilege 
to be part of this very moving event. We 
were greeted with a hongi by members of 
the marae committee and once inside there 
was a karakea and waiata. The history of 
the marae was explained and we all found 
it extremely interesting. We then moved 
on to see a collection of cars belonging to 
Keith Steel who has a 1917 Cadillac which 
was designed to to be open air chauffeur 
driven.

Another event was organised by Des and 
Colleen Moore who had organised the mid 
week run which was attended by 43 people. 
Members were treated to a tour of Allan 
Inch’s collection of twelve cars including 
a 1925 Hudson Super Six which took part 

in the 1965 Haast International Rally. We 
also saw a 190SL Mercedes convertible, 
a Honda S800 sports and a collection 
of Citroens dating from 1939 to 1980 
including a rare 1952 six cylinder example. 
This was all presented in a beautifully 
spotless restoration workshop. It truly was 
a real credit to Allan. Lunch stop was at 
Eden at Bell Block them a short run to 
finish at the Clubrooms.

Our AGM has been held and while most 
officers stayed the same the new Branch 
Captain is long-time member John Muter 
of Stratford.

New committee members are Phil Roper 
and Jim Logan. Two new positions were 
discussed which resulted in Wally Hunt 
being appointed Clubroom custodian and 
Phyllis Cornwall being appointed as Branch 
Historian.

It is with much sadness that we record 
the passing of Trevor Kearns recently. Trevor 
was a foundation member of our branch and 
was an active member serving as Branch 
Treasurer, Club Captain and motor cycle 
representive. He owned a Ford Model T 
and Douglas, James and Matchless motorcy-
cles. He will be really missed at club events 
and we extend our deepest sympathy to 
Linda and her family. Also it is again with 
much saddness that we record the passing of 
Eric Terrill who had served as chairman of 
our branch.

Eric restored a Indian motor cycle with 
a side chair attachment and was an active 
member. In later years he attended rallies in 
his Austin 7 motor car. He was a signwriter 
by trade and the club benefitted with his 
immaculate signwriting on the club honours 
board. We extend our deepest and sincere 
sympathy to Joyce and all the family most 
being members of our movement.

Taupo Jack Hindess
Our AGM in May saw a change in some 

of the officers with Joe Ridley taking on the 
Chairman’s job and June Mock the role of 
Secretary. Harold Watkins again maintains 
a strong hand on the purse strings, as our 
Treasurer and Ray Harwood remains as 
Club Captain for a further year. There is a 
committee of four and Lester Strawbridge 
continues as our Editor.

Those who attended the AGM were 
rewarded when Arie Van Velden unexpect-
edly called in and gave us a large box 
of spanners and other mechanical tools. 
The members activity around this largesse 
resembled bees around a honey pot, but it 
was nice to be able to fill in the gaps in our 
tool boxes.

The April run was our annual day out 
with members of the Blind Foundation. This 
year we went for a tour around Kinloch, 
where there has been a lot of development 
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South Island Easter Rally People’s Choice for the Public Day on Sunday went to this superb 1932 Packard 
V12 of Robert & Lynette Duncan of Wanaka. This car also received a Merit Award in the Concours 
Section as did Brian Rogers of Canterbury with his 1962 E type Jaguar - a superb example in British Racing 
Green.
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over the past year. We could see the new 
roads and other works before the building 
starts in earnest. There were 35 visitors and 
we had to use a few modern cars to cope 
with the numbers. As usual the Foundation 
put on a sumptuous afternoon tea at the 
clubhouse.

In May we went over to Mamaku and 
enjoyed a visit to Mamaku Blue winery. This 
enterprise is part of a blueberry farm that 
moved into making wine when Cyclone 
Bola knocked all their fruit to the ground. 
They now run tours around the farm and 
have a café where we had lunch and the 
opportunity to sample and purchase their 
wine and other blueberry products. Most 
of us took our modern cars because of the 
distance involved.

June club night saw us watching the 
promotional video of the Formula Challenge 
racing cars that we inspected two months 
ago. After the video, Ray Harwood gave us 
an insight into the care, maintenance and 
enhancement of fine wooden furniture. 

Waikato  Cazna Payne
Waikato Branch members have been out 

and about with seven members off to Levin 
for the North Island Easter Rally, and three 
of them getting placed in the top three 
in their classes. Eleven cars attended the 
Maunga Moana, four of whom placed well 
in their classes.

At the Branch AGM on 8 June, Les 
Webster was re-elected President, Lynn 
Sutherland elected as Secretary, Jillian 
Hayton taking over the Treasurer position, 
John Foote continues as Club Captain and 
Don Norman as Venture Editor.

Other events in the last couple of months 
have been a Gymkhana and Prize giving; 
Rally Training Day and The ‘Great Waikato 
Night Trial’. Plenty of motoring despite the 
cold weather!

The Double 50 Rally organised by Claus 
Moller and Margaret Lovegrove went off 
very well with 100 plus entries and a varied 
and interesting Rally course. The Social 
activities were also well attended and I’m 
told the ‘Spy with a Mission’ theme was 
very entertaining…

Good news regarding the Kairangi 
Hillclimb that was postponed. Waikato 
Branch are planning to reschedule this 
event for September 2005 (the week 
before the Hawke’s Bay Hillclimb event). 
Past entrants will receive an entry form, 
others can contact our Branch Secretary to 
indicate interest.

Club Captain John Foot is investigating 
the possibility of holding some Commercial 
events for Waikato Branch as the branch 
has a growing number of these vehicles now 
on the road.

We welcome new members Maria Gracie, 
and Samantha Roguski and Dale Richards 
to Waikato Branch.

Wairarapa  Frances Elwin
 Rosemarie Hickland

13 June 2005, the Wairarapa Branch 
held their AGM. An average number 
of members attending. The new Branch 
chairman Les Poole, Vice Chairman Howard 
Sims, Secretary Ian Cutler, Treasurer Tony 
Lane, Club Captain Kevin Hickland. plus 
committee members which this year sees 
some new faces. The outgoing chairman 
Roy Elwin thanked the 2004-05 committee 
and welcomed in the 2005-06 committee. 

The Most Consistant Member of the 
Year cup was presented to Howard Sims.

12 June Kevin Hickland organised the 
Winter Wander, entrants enjoyed several 
places of interest to visit including the local 
bakery. Thank you Kevin and your helpers.

On 4 and 5 June members were requested 
to help with the Wairarapa Rally which saw 
a good number of members assisting with 
marshalling etc.

The Winter Reliability Motorcycle Two 
Day Trial was 7-8 May and found riders 
enjoying country riding and the usual 
friendly companionship. A big thanks to 
all who helped with this trial. The winner 
of the event being David Henwood and 
partner on David’s 1952 BSA.

We had a good turnout of members for 
the afternoon run of the Margaret Gee 
Memorial Casual Run on Sunday 3 July, this 
took us on the back roads to Martinborough, 
where lunch was had at the Martinborough 
School Hall, then back to the clubrooms 
via Gladstone. Mr Bill Gee, husband of the 
late Margaret, presented a Rose bowl trophy 
to Judi and Paul Lamb, winners of the run.

Glen Bull addressed members at the July 
club night, giving us all a very detailed 
insight into his and Barbara’s recent sojourn 
in Europe. Our Card & Games Afternoons 
are well attended and provide a lot of fun 
for those participating. Anyone is welcome, 
members and non-members. What better 
way to while away a few hours on a cold 
winter’s day. These events are held at the 
clubrooms from 1.30-4.00pm on the third 
Thursday of the month.

The Wellington VCC has visited us 
several times over the last few months and 
it is always good to catch up with other 
branch members.

Our new committee is getting into the 
swing of things and as we no longer have 
Ruby and Will Holmes, Evelyn Chisholm 
and Doreen and Dick O’Brien, all of 
whom were long serving members on the 
committee, a lot of the Branch’s day-to-day 
running is having to be learned by trial and 
tribulation. We are sure that they will all 

do their best to maintain the high standard 
and friendliness our Branch is known for.

Our next rally is 14 August and will be 
a Garage Raid. Keep your eyes peeled for 
details in our next newsletter.

Waitemata Keith Humphreys
The shortest day of the year has just 

passed and still the weather is reasonably 
mild with many fine days.

Our recent events seem to strike the odd 
wet day. The Drive and Dine organised by 
retiring Club Chairman, Gerald Watson, 
took the rallyists on a circuitous route over 
some roads we had not used before, surpris-
ingly, and over others the opposite way to 
normal which throws a whole new perspec-
tive on them.

If this sounds a familiar theme most of the 
route was similar to John Stokes’ Auckland 
Branch’s Post Christmas Rally which was 
poorly supported by the Waitemata Branch.

We finished at Casa Suckling near 
Paremoremo where after a few interesting 
challenges including one hole of golf, (more 
anon), Don and Anne Suckling set out an 
excellent meal for the participants. All in 
all, a different slant on the Drive and Dine 
theme, and thoroughly enjoyable at that. 
John and Dorothy King were the winners 
of the event, John showing potential as 
a senior golfing great having never had a 
golfing lesson within living memory The 
rain had held off for most of the day, but we 
experienced a soaking in the Goldingham 
Sunbeam’s dickey seat on the way home.

And the golf? Well the activity has 
been scorned by our anonymous newsletter 
contributor from the South, “Girling 
Fosse” who sees it as a softening of the 
famous Waitemata hairy chested motoring 
ethic, but he should be reassured that it 
was obvious that there was not one golfer 
amongst us. In fact I can’t believe the two 
pastimes are compatible as both consume 
large amounts of time?

Kelvin’s Karting also coincided with a wet 
day, but the only negative from that was that 
the outside section of the track was bypassed. 
A good crew turned up for an afternoon of 
high adrenalin, high energy activity with the 
ever-fast Steve Sharp teamed with Martin 
Cooper taking the prize.

Finally, the AGM! Usually a light hearted 
fun evening with a free feed as an additional 
enticement, and as a result, always well 
attended. This year, long standing Secretary/
Treasurer, and more recently Club Chairman, 
Gerald Watson was standing down after 21 
years of service as was Club Captain, Diane 
Humphreys after seven years in the position.
Interestingly, despite all the light hearted 
banter, no-one appeared ready to step into 
Diane’s shoes, until Mike Greig was cajoled 
with various promises into accepting the 
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position. Diane side-stepped into the 
position of Chairman and Gerald stays on 
as Past Chairman. The next year looks to be 
in good hands.

Coming up we have our Mid Winter 
Christmas at Whatipu Lodge, and then our 
premier event, the R’oilcan Rally, organised 
this time by Ian Bradley 

Wanganui Fay Chamberlain
Like many branches we have just had our 

AGM and once again I have got the Beaded 
Wheels scribe position, 14th or 15th year??

We now have a Club Captain. The 
position has been vacant for a year, and 
now Dick Mottram, a new member to the 
club is on a fast learning curve. He willingly 
volunteered and Hinemoa Ransom-Boyd 
has volunteered to be his Secretary. All 
vacancies are filled and there are more 
smiling faces around the Branch.

Sunday runs are now back on the menu, 
with a great little trip to Patea in June, 
visiting Jim Baker’s home, a wonderful old 
homestead, and the Patea museum and one 
or two other places of interest.

The Mid Year Rally too, was very 
successful, even the weather was favourable. 
This saw 54 vehicles parked up at Kohi 
Road Waverley for the lunchstop. Another 
private museum was well looked over by the 
entrants. The run was a very relaxed one, 
not too hard and consequently, competi-
tion was extremely close. Three winners 
emerged! Locals, Alan and Neil Bates, 
together with Doug and Carilyn Banks and 
Ron and Kerry Elton from Wellington.

Four members qualified for 25 year 
continuous service badges, Sue Voss, Clive 
Whitham, Horace Guilford and Robert 
Baines. Brian Turner gained his 35 year 
badge this year too.

The enthusiastic kitchen team are 
organising a mid-winter fun and games tea/
evening for 25 June. Straight line naviga-
tion talk by local member Ed Bleackley in 
July plus Sunday BYO teas with parts shed 
open are working well. The club is in good 
heart, with membership growing. Clubnight 
attendances too are awesome.

Wellington  Elisabeth Smits-Brouwer
Wintertime is here and we are busy with 

the winter activities, of which there are 
many. Recently we had a great display of 
our Vintage cars in the Wellington City 
to Sea museum, and in Porirua for their 
Heritage day. On Sunday 22 May the Ladies 
Drivers Rally was held in the Wairarapa. 
Twelve cars took part of which nine were 
competing. Fiona and Bruce Bixley had 
planned an interesting country road trundle 
starting in Featherstone, continuing via 
Martinborough to Carterton and finishing 
at the Wairarapa Branch Clubrooms 
at Clareville. On the way there was an 
“Up to scratch” questionnaire to test our 
knowledge of the road code. Kerry Elton, 

with navigator Robyn, in the MG TD won 
the event and was presented with the Coffee 
Pot trophy. Second was Julie Engebretsen 
with navigator Robin Simpson.

Following our AGM in June a new 
committee was formed, which includes 
several new faces. On Saturday 11 June 
the first Ladies Sewing Day was organised, 
which turned out to be a great success. 
Some ladies were sewing their outfits for the 
Colonial Rally, while Fiona Bixley, who had 
brought her hat collection, showed us how 
to make a hat. Barbara Crooks had brought 
her quilts and was working on another 
quilt. Neil and Noelene Ryder had donated 
clothes, patterns and magazines from their 
mother / grandmother. The patterns and 
magazines will be in the library once sorted 
and ladies will be able to borrow these for 
dressmaking and for future rallies. The next 
Ladies Sewing Day will be on Saturday 27 
August, with a guest speaker lined up. 

The Colonial Rally was held on 26 June 
with over forty participants braving the cold 
weather. The Rally started at Taylor Stacey 
Cottage. Driving around the Pauatanui Inlet 
along Grays Road to Parramatta and onto 
Porirua to visit the Gear Homestead. A 
little drive along SH1 took the participants 
to the Heritage buildings in Tawa, past the 
Colonial Knob through Johnsonville and 
on to Karori. From here the route went 
past Katherine Mansfield’s birthplace, the 
Old St Paul’s Cathedral and ended in the 
clubroom for some warm red wine, soup and 
afternoon tea. While waiting for the Prize 
Giving we had a good look at cars of the 
contestants for the Restoration of the Year 
Award: Mike Curry’s 1914 Humber, who 
won the award. The rally participants also 
contested for the branch’s new “Posh Attire 
Trophy”, a people’s choice award for the best 
dressed driver-navigator team; this year won 
by Kerry and Ron Elton. There were some 
very nicely dressed contenders, amongst 
others Gareth McKeown as a pageboy. The 
winners of the Veteran class were Mike and 
Jane Curry in their 1914 Humber. Katrin 
and Ian McCulloch, in their 1929 Chrysler, 
shared the first prize in the Vintage class 
together with Kerry and Ron Elton, 1931 
Rover. Post-vintage winners were Graeme 
and Leslie Smyth, 1934 Morris, while the 
Post War shared winners were Aaron and 
Margaret Janes, 1954 Sunbeam Talbot, and 
Neale Ryder, 1949 Vauxhall. Roger and 
Diane White in their 1968 Mini Cooper S 
also had to share the first prize honours with 
Bob and Eileen Smyth, 1969 Jaguar.

Wellsford Rita Jorgensen
Our monthly outing in April organised 

by two branch members Clive, not Dad, 
and Dave was on a route which took us 
out to the Warkworth satellite stations and 
other side roads off State Highway 1. This 
provided good motoring and great scenic 

views. A coffee break at The Honey Centre 

ended the run.

Peter Petherbridge spoke at our May 

Clubnight on his experiences on the rail 

ferries. Later he was in charge of the Spirit of 

Adventure, being the skipper on every fourth 

voyage. Taking on board 25 teenagers, some 

of whom had never seen the sea before was 

quite a challenge. 

A 5am start by some of our intrepid 

workers was barely early enough to greet the 

first vehicle loads of sellers to our annual 

Swap Meet and Boot Sale at the Warkworth 

Show Grounds on May 14. There was a 

steady flow of customers, buyers and sellers 

which made for a very successful event. The 

fine weather certainly helped too. A great 

line up of Vintage vehicles created a lot of 

interest and with our sausage sizzle and tea, 

coffee and muffin bar everyone was well 

catered for. We have an excellent set up 

there now for future events.

Our May Club Run commencing at 5pm. 

set a challenge for the good number who 

turned up in modern and Vintage vehicles. 

Straight line navigation and questions to 

answer meant that a good torch was a must. 

The route took us through Warkworth, 

across State Highway 1 out to the West, and 

then back east to detour round the streets 

and Snells Beach before travelling on to 

James and Gloria Lawries for a barbecue pot 

luck dinner. A great evening with plenty of 

good conversation to conclude.

At our AGM in May all the current 

officers were re-elected. Wilbur Brown gave 

an account of a recent holiday in Australia 

where he and his wife Aileen visited relatives 

and toured around in a borrowed car.

On 12 June we visited Mr and Mrs Trees 

at Tapora to view her studio, and his wood-

work shop and garden. They have a great 

outlook over one of the inlets of the Kaipara 

Harbour. Later we continued to the historic 

Minnesdale church near Port Albert where 

some of the Albertlanders are interred. We 

finished the day with fish and chips in 

Wellsford.

A report on our annual Winter Woollies 

Wander in next edition.
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All correspondence to: PO Box 43009, Mangere.
Office & Showroom: 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland.

Phone 09 275 5316 • Fax 09 275 6882 • email: vet.vin@xtra.co.nz
website: www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

Equip your vehicle from New Zealand’s largest range of 
antique & classic tyres from

Est 1975

EARLY FORD PARTS 1909 - 1931
Veteran & Vintage stock an extensive range of new & used Model T 

and A Ford parts along with general restoration supplies

1925 Davis on 600 x 20 whitewall tyres. Owner Rod Welch

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS
Firestone   Lucas   Denman   Dunlop   Coker   Excelsior SS or BE 
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