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In the 1930s a series of dairy farms was 
developed by the Tokerau District Maori 
Land Board at Te Kao, on the Aupouri 
Peninsula. On 30 October 1927 the first 
cream collection was made and the one 
ton Morris truck was flagged out of Te 
Kao heading for the Kaitaia Co-operative 
Dairy factory at Awanui, five miles north 
of Kaitaia. The truck was driven by Tiriti 
Wiki, and later by Jack Hodgson. The 
round trip took two days on unformed 
roads. The Kaitaia Co-operative Dairy 
co-subsidised this venture so that cream 
could be uplifted from Waihapapa and 
other districts. Passengers and mail were 
carried and eventually a Graham truck 
was bought, then in 1936 a Leyland Cub 
took over the run. Jack Hodgson stayed 
with the operation until 1949.

Thanks to George Hodgson of Pukenui 
who has supplied this information and 
accompanying photographs.

Top: Morris on the left, Graham at right.
Center: Graham in front of Howhora Hotel 
(New Zealand’s northernmost pub!).
Left: Leyland Cub on Wellington wharf.
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branches covering the length and breadth 
of the country. The efforts of our members 
continue fostering and ever widening the 
interest in this segment of our country’s history, 
and provide rallying points for the constantly 
increasing band of enthusiasts. It is to these 
people, who appreciate the fascination of age, 
the individuality and the functional elegance of 
vehicles from a bygone era, that this magazine 
is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – It is a very apt and well-known 
title however readers may wonder at the origin 
of the name. By way of explanation beaded edge 
wheels use beaded edge tyres that are kept in 
place by reinforced rubber beads, which fit into 
the rolled edges of the wheel rim. This style of 
wheel was a distinctive feature of early motoring 
being used on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars 
and most motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ 
adopted the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly 
club magazine in March 1955 which was the 
successor to the monthly Guff Sheet.
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The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided 
that reference is made to “Beaded Wheels, 
the magazine of The Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc)” as the source. Beaded 
Wheels reserves the right to digitally store all 
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Tony Prebensen’s recently completed 
1903 Holley restoration features on 
page 34. 
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president’s message

It is with much pleasure that I present 
my first report. I look forward to my term as 
President and welcome two new members 
onto the Management Committee, 
Diane Quarrie and Tony Bartlett. Both 
have a wealth of experience at Branch 
and Executive level and will, I am sure, 
contribute effectively to the management 
of the Club. Congratulations also to all 
re-elected members of the Management 
Committee, your continued involvement is 
greatly appreciated.

Leigh Craythorne had the distinction 
of being the first female President in a 
predominantly male Club. During Leigh’s 
six years at the helm, significant milestones 
included the creation and adoption of 
the agreement with Motorsport New 
Zealand, the purchase of our own office 
premises in Christchurch and a closer 
working relationship with the Federation 
of Motoring Clubs, with the likelihood of 
this group adopting our Vehicle Identity 
Card system. I’m sure you will all join with 
me in thanking Leigh for her commitment 
to the role of President for this period. 
Also we acknowledge Tony for his support 
of Leigh during this time.

Taranaki Branch ably hosted the AGM 
in New Plymouth. Congratulations are 
in order to the organising team for a well 
planned occasion. It is pleasing to see that 
the format of this event allows for individual 
variations from host Branches. This year 
the Executive number, comprising Branch 
chairpersons, delegates and Management 
Committee, was almost exceeded by the 
supporting Club members. It was great to 
see so many members exercising their right 
of attendance, as they were able to gain 
an insight into the running of the Club 
at a National level. They were also able to 
contribute at the AGM. 

During the AGM, I had the pleasure 
of announcing that Wanganui was the 
selected area for the next International 
Rally to be held in 2012. In the months 
prior to this, a selection team consisting 
of Gary Beaumont, Bob Ballantyne and 
I visited the two applicant branches, 
Wanganui and Bay of Plenty, to assess 
their respective proposals.

The professionalism of the Wanganui 
proposal was impressive, including 
extensive support from the local District 
Council, Members of Parliament and 
Branch members. The selection committee 

is confident that Wanganui 2012 will live 
up to and exceed the expectations we 
have for international rallies. The central 
location, quiet roads and experience the 
area has for hosting large events, such as 
the biennial Masters Games, makes this an 
ideal location.

The position of Rally Director for this 
event is advertised elsewhere in this edition 
of Beaded Wheels.

Gary Beaumont retired from the 
Management Committee and was 
farewelled at the AGM. Gary had been 
part of this team for the past nine years and 
had been heavily involved in the rewriting 
of the Club’s constitution, and insurance 
matters. Over the last four years, Gary 
had the added responsibility of being the 
Management Committee representative on 
the VERO 2006 Rally Committee. 

The commitment Gary put into these 
activities is much appreciated and to his 
wife Sue and family I extend our thanks 
for the large contribution you have made 
to our Club. It was a fitting tribute to see 
Leigh present Gary with the Presidential 
Award.

It is disappointing that the John L 
Goddard trophy was not able to be presented 
this year as no nominations were received. 
Nominations for this annual award can 
be lodged by any financial member of the 
VCC. This award may be presented to 
any member who has made a significant 
achievement. Criteria include a particu-
larly significant restoration, a memorable 
motoring journey or an important histor-
ical article or series of articles published in 
Beaded Wheels, or some special service to 
the Club. Nominations will be called for 
mid-2007 through Beaded Wheels. I urge 
all members to give thought to nomina-
tions for this prestigious award. 

Included in this edition of Beaded Wheels 
you will find profiles of the Management 
Committee. Our aim is to enable members 
to link faces with names and to recognise 
who we are, and our involvement with 
Club activities. 

Already, I have received a number 
of invitations from Branches to attend 
upcoming events. Along with my wife 
Gaynor, I look forward to meeting many 
Club members as we attend these. 

Greg Terrill
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vintage 
viewpoint

Annual General Meetings can 
sometimes be dry affairs. This was most 
definitely not the case with the recent 
Vintage Car Club AGM of which more 
detail can be found in the story on page 
12. Worthy of note is that an election was 
necessary as there were more nominations 
than vacancies to fill. Because of this and 
other movements within the Management 
Committee, not the least being the 
appointment of a new National President 
and the retiring of a long standing 
Management Committee member, we are 
featuring this AGM in a little more detail 
than usual. 

Also, because of these changes and 
in the interests of informing our readers 
about the members of the Management 
Committee, both newly elected and 
existing, we have included a brief 
biography and photograph of each of them 
on pages 12-15. It is the Management 
Committee that takes care of issues on a 
day-to-day basis to keep the Vintage Car 
Club running smoothly and also carries 
out the actions required of them by the 
decisions of the Executive. 

From a personal point of view I am 
pleased to say that many at the AGM 
took the opportunity, both publicly and 
privately, to voice their appreciation to me 
of the work the Beaded Wheels committee 
does in getting the magazine together. 
There were a couple of niggles, as might be 
expected, but the bouquets far outweighed 
the brickbats and this makes it all worth-
while.

Maybe in a future issue, if space allows, 
we’ll run a rogues gallery of the Beaded 
Wheels committee, as we have done here 
for the Management Committee, so that 
more careful aim may be taken with the 
occasional brickbat…

Kevin Clarkson
Chairman, Beaded Wheels
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John L Goddard Trophy
In the April/May issue of Beaded Wheels 

each year, and via branch newsletters, a 
request goes out for nominations for this 
prestigious award. Any financial member 
of the Club can put forward a nomina-
tion with supporting material. The award 
may be presented to any member who has 
made a significant achievement. Criteria 
include a particularly significant restora-
tion, a memorable motoring journey or 
an important historical article or series 
of articles published in Beaded Wheels, 
or some special service to the Club. 
Nominations are adjudicated on by Gavin 
Bain, Kate Goddard (wife of the late John 
Goddard) and the current VCC President.

Changes Of Address/vehicle 
Ownership

Please remember to notify the national 
office if you have any changes in addresses, 
phone numbers, email addresses, vehicle 
ownership etc, so that the Club’s database 
can be kept as current as possible.

OCTOBER
  6-8 Canterbury  Swapmeet
  14 Manawatu  Veteran Rally
 14 Otago Commercial & 

Veteran Rally 
 15 Bay of Plenty Swapmeet
  20-23 Canterbury  50th Anniversary 
 21-23 Southland 40th Anniversary 

Arrowtown Motorcycle 
Rally

 21-22 Auckland Hunua 100
 29 Auckland Motorcycle Fish & Chip 

run

NOVEMBER 
 4 Otago  Taieri Tour
 4-5 Northland Far North Tour
 4 Southland Commercial Rally
 11 Otago  35th Clutha Rally
 14 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle
 17-19  Auckland Annual Motorcycle Rally

and Swap Meet
 25 Southland Hokonui Hill Climb

DECEMBER 
 2 North Otago Annual Windsor Rally
 3 South Otago  Moped Run

2007 JANUARY
 21 Southland Vintage, Post Vintage 

Rally

FEBRUARY 
 3 Southland Southland Rally
 6-11 Auckland National Veteran Rally
 13-18 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally
 16-18 Canterbury  National Motorcycle 

Rally

MARCH
 3 Southland Veteran Rally
 10 Northland Branch 45th Birthday 

Rally
 25 Southland Restoration Rally

APRIL 
 6-9 Gisborne  North Island Easter Rally
 6-8 Otago  South Island Easter Rally 

MAY
 19 Southland PW/ P60v Rally

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the 
accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise 
readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch 
concerned.

VCC Events
For inclusion in our next issue, fax details of 
Club Events to 03 332 3827 by 10 November, 
2006 or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nz

national office news

National Annual General Meeting / 
Branch Office Details And Calendar 
Of Events

All members please find enclosed a 
copy of the AGM minutes, branch office 
details and calendar of events. During the 
AGM weekend the Executive Meeting was 
held. A copy of these minutes has been 
distributed to your Branch should you wish 
to read them.

Membership List
In July, each branch was sent a 

printed copy of the membership list and 
a computer CD containing the member-
ship list. Individual financial members can 
obtain copies of this by going to their 
branch secretary. There may be a charge 
involved for the recovery of photocopying 
etc as the full list now consists of 397 
pages. This list is produced every year and 
forwarded to each branch. Please keep in 
mind that the office makes approximately 
20 plus changes daily so the list is valid 
only as at time of printing.

RALLY DIRECTOR 2012
The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) is seeking to appoint a Rally 

Director for the next International Rally to be centered in and around the 
Wanganui District in 2012.

Reporting to the National President, the Rally Director will be responsible 
for the selection of the Rally Committee as well as the overall planning and 

implementation of the Rally and associated activities.

CRITERIA
•  Applicants must be financial members of the Vintage Car Club of NZ (Inc).
•  Must have experience with VCC Rally organisation. (Preferably a national 

event.)
•  Must have excellent interpersonal and communication skills at all levels.
•  Must be able to demonstrate the ability to create and lead a team.

Applications, including your Curriculum Vitae should be forwarded to 

The President, Greg Terrill
c/- VCC National Office

P O Box 2546 Christchurch 

Closing date for applications is 31st October 2006
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Dear Sir
I just have to challenge the long 

distance criticism of Tier and Eagle in 
the last Beaded Wheels with reference to 
the safety factor of the Mt Cook rally, re-
enacting 100 years of the first motorcar to 
The Hermitage, in Issue 281.

Photos, if you don’t investigate them 
properly, can lie. For starters, movement, 
speed, location etc are sometimes not 
obvious and can be critical in analysis. 
I don’t think the two critics could have 
been present on the day. I was.

The photo shows the vehicles on a 
stretch of road just a short distance from 
the Hermitage. This part of this absolutely 
wonderful run was under strict control, no 
passing by the club members as they were 
in age order. We’d all had lunch on a farm 
paddock where this parade started from 
just a few kilometres down the road.

Members of the Traffic Department 
were present and public motorists made 
aware of the occasion. 

My guess would be that the modern in 
the picture is a photography team, there 
were several of them, the helicopter is not 
in the equation.

In over 40 years of membership, partici-
pation in this event was magic and one of 
the best. An exciting 70-odd Veterans and 
80-something Vintage vehicles made for a 
grand sight in a superb mountain environ-
ment.

Oh and while I’m at it, I would like 
to stand in the queue and thank Kevin 
Mercer and his fellow organisers and assist-
ants on a job well done.

Yes, we must constantly be aware when 
driving our old vehicles on the road, but 
rest assured on this occasion, the situation 
was well under control, there was never a 
safety issue.

Earl Preston 
Entrant 150

Dear Sir,
I would like the opportunity to allay 

the fears about close following of Vintage 
vehicles on the road expressed by George 
Tier and Lois Eagle in Beaded Wheels 281.

The event under discussion was the Mt 
Cook Centennial Rally of which I was a 
participant.

While it may be said that photographs 
don’t lie it is equally true that they don’t 
always tell the whole story. I can identify 
the exact areas where both photos 

mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

mentioned were taken and can tell you 
that it was on the last 4km stretch before 
the final stop at the Mt Cook Hermitage. 
During this time the vehicles were being 
filmed by two camera crews on board 
helicopters. This was all pre-arranged 
and the procession was formed at the 
Glentanner Station. All safety precau-
tions were taken and, as well, a number 
of marshals were stationed along the way 
to make sure the public was not unneces-
sarily inconvenienced. 

I can assure you that this event was 
very well run and the Vintage Car Club is 
ever vigilant in taking every opportunity 
to remind members not to travel in convoy 
and to leave plenty of distance between 
vehicles, also to pull over whenever 
possible to let faster traffic pass.

Diane Ross
Club Captain Southern Region

Dear Sir,
To the two letter writers in the last 

issue of Beaded Wheels criticising the 
drivers on Mt Cook 2006. You must be 
naive if you think photos don’t lie. The 
photo you are concerned about was taken 
with a telephoto lens and the photogra-
pher involved informs us that the distance 
covered by the photo was actually one 
kilometre or slightly more.

That is all academic, taking into account 
the cars were operating in a partial road 
closure and controlled environment. The 
piece of road concerned is from Glentanner 
Station to The Hermitage. The cars were 
asked to travel in convoy over this stretch 
of road as part of the Historic Cavalcade 
to the Hermitage led by the Mt Cook De 
Dion followed by the remainder of vehicles 
in aged order. There was a policeman and 
a qualified traffic controller on the road at 
Glentanner directing the old cars onto the 
road after the lunch break and stopping 
all modern vehicles travelling the same 
way (there were not many) and informing 
them of the situation. At The Hermitage 
the police were in attendance, stopping all 
vehicles travelling in the opposite direction 
and warning them of the approach of the 
old vehicles. Most of the modern vehicles 
opted to wait to view the arrival of the 
cavalcade.

As well, the qualified traffic controller 
had site traffic management supervisors on 
standby if they were required.

Prior to the rally, Transit and Local 
Authority approval was gained for the 
whole distance of the rally and a traffic 
management plan drawn up. During the 
rally and cavalcade all conditions imposed 
by the authorities were strictly adhered to.

We also have the same concerns as the 
letter writers about old cars holding up 
traffic, and we move over to allow modern 
traffic past whenever possible as we do not 
want to see old vehicles legislated off the 
roads.

Modern traffic was not inconvenienced 
during this rally.

How easy it is to criticise fellow Club 
members’ driving, when the facts are not 
known!

Russell Paul
on behalf of Russell & Joan Paul
Kevin & Ruth Mercer
Mt Cook 2006 Co-Organisers

Dear Sir
As one of the marshals on the Mount 

cook Re-enactment Run in February 
this year I reply to Lois Eagle’s letter in 
Beaded Wheels 281 regarding dangerous 
overtaking.

For 99% of this 150 mile run the cars 
were spaced sensibly but the photo in 
question was:

• taken with a high powered telephoto 
lens hence the cars appear very close 
together

• taken on the last few hundred metres 
of the 150 mile run after the cars had 
been sorted into a chronological aged 
convoy at Glentanner.

• Much of the public traffic had turned 
off at the Glencoe junction prior to 
the photo.

• Events signage and all other signage 
required by the Traffic Management 
Plan was in place.

• The speed of the convoy at this last 
stage was very slow, remember the 
leading car was a 1906 De Dion 
Bouton going uphill! (No problems to 
overtake).

• Police were in attendance at various 
times during the weekend including 
the final parking at the Hermitage. 
They complimented the organisers for 
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8 Beaded Wheels

their preparation, thoroughness and 
organisation.

• The travelling public showed 
wonderful co-operation during the 
whole weekend’s event. Many asked 
when the next one would be.

The organisers of this historic run were 
acutely aware of the dangers of taking 
approximately 150 slow cars on the 
modern open highway and all precautions 
and instructions were set in place and the 
participants informed accordingly.

Warren Fox

Dear Sir
I was somewhat alarmed to read the 

letters in Beaded Wheels 281 concerning 
the perceived lack of courtesy to other 
road users in the 1906-2006 Centenary of 
the first car to Mt Cook Rally.

As a participant, and member of the 
Sth Canterbury VCC who were respon-
sible for running the event, I wish to state 
the following.

1.  As supplier of the photos for the article 
I will say that photos do lie as the 
photo mentioned showing the line of 
Veteran vehicles was taken on a high 
powered telephoto lens which gives 
the impression of the vehicles being 
closer together than they in fact were.

2. This particular sector was from 
Glentanner Station to the Hermitage 
where the area was under a traffic 
managment plan, controlled by 
marshals, with vehicles in order of age 
on the final run up to the Hermitage. 
In fact traffic was one way only for the 
duration of this final sector.

It would be appreciated if writers would 
check the facts before putting pen to 
paper!

The whole rally over three days went 
without a hitch due to the meticulous 
efforts of Russell Paul, Kevin Mercer 
(Convenors) and their team of marshals 
with not one complaint from the general 
motoring public, no mean achievement 
when running 150 Veteran and Vintage 
vehicles over this 150 mile distance on 
Waitangi Day weekend.

As to the writer commenting on the 
lack of captions on the photos shown, 
point taken. I certainly agree it is great to 
have names and vehicles scripted under-
neath but I found it impossible to script 
the 150-plus photos of the event sent to 
the Editors not knowing which they may, 
or may not, use.

However, if your writer Graeme 
Thompson or any other readers wish 
further information, I have produced on 
behalf of the SCVCC a 22 page colour 
and black and white souvenir issue of the 
1906-2006 Centenary Rally to Mt Cook 

showing all vehicles entered, including 
entry list and in-depth description of this 
unforgettable event.

These can be ordered from Bill Weir, 
Editor, South Canterbury VCC, Fairview 
2 RD, Timaru.

Bill Weir

Dear Sir
I would like to respond to George Tier 

and Lois Eagle Beaded Wheels issue 289.
I must say that this is one event that 

if you were not there you missed a once 
in a life time experience. The complete 
organisation was something like a military 
precision undertaking.

Participants enjoyed lunch in a large 
field several kilometres from Mt Cook. 
This was used as a collection point as 
some cars arrived much later than others 
and the organisers also used the area to 
assemble the cars for the convoy to the 
Hermitage. The oldest car was placed as 
leader then others followed by year of 
manufacture. 

As is well known these baby cars of 
very early manufacture are of one and 
two cylinders which means slow motoring. 
There was much missing of gears, for 
those that had them, on hills and the 
long gradual climb up the valley. This 
caused a lot of stopping and starting. The 
more powerful cars following them were 
all requested to keep in line. There were 
several boilers and some had a quick stop 
to add water which added to stopping and 
starting. 

Take another look at the photo in 
question and you can clearly see they 
have just come over a hill and entered a 
down hill slope. It must be agreed that 
it becomes very hard to keep moving, 
open the following distance and adjust 
your speed to perhaps a slower car in front 
of you.

I was at this event and know that 
sometimes be somewhat misleading.

James Welch

Dear Sir
I wonder if through your magazine you 

could help me find a 1928 Oakland that was 
used in the Pelorus Valley, Marlborough, 
to take workers to the mill. The car was 
owned by Baigents Timber and was used 
there until the 1950s and was then driven 
to Baigents Mill at Berlins in the Lower 
Buller Gorge.

The car I remember had three rows of 
seats, a fold down hood and was a biscuit 
colour. If someone has a photo of a 1928 
Oakland that would be ok. Please contact 
Valerie Trow, 6 Shearer Terrace, Richmond 
Nelson.

Valerie Trow

Dear Sir
1936 Lagonda LG45 Drophead, registra-

tion BKY 467
My brother, Mike Allen, sold his 

Lagonda many years ago during the 1960s 
to a Fred Gover and it was shipped out to 
New Zealand.

I have established that the car is remem-
bered by older members of the Manawatu 
Vintage Car club, as is Fred himself. So 
far we have found that Fred Gover left 
Manawatu District to go north to Tauranga 
taking the car with him and I think he is 
now deceased. I have also learnt that the 
car may now have left NZ and have been 
told that there are only four LG45s in NZ, 
but all of them have saloon bodies.

I wonder if anyone in your organisa-
tion knows the whereabouts of the car. 
We were hoping to see it when we visit 
New Zealand but maybe it is now nearer 
home! Any help would be most appreci-
ated. Contact: M Allen, 25 Stonegate, 
Wye, Ashford Kent. TN25 5DD UK

D Croft

Dear Sir
Recently I rescued a one and a half ton 

Graham Brothers truck, circa 1924, from 
a farm in outback Taihape. I now need to 
contact other GB owners, or knowledge-
able persons who may be able to provide 
information or advice. The trucks were 
Dodge powered but I do not know if the 
gearbox was Dodge. Some say Graham 
Bros supplied the gearboxes. Whatever the 
answer, I need one. I also require a differ-
ential pinion and carrier frame.

However, the most important require-
ment is a set of wheel rims. The wheels 
are cast steel, six spoke, manufactured by 
Smiths Expanded Wheels, Syracuse, New 
York, USA. The rims are not split, they 
have tapered lands and a pear shaped split 
lock ring which the six lugs force back 
on to centralize the rim on the wheel. 
They are 20” and take either 600 or 650 
tyres. Hopefully five of them can be found 
enabling me to put the chassis on wheels.

If you can offer help or advice please 
contact me at 6 Moa Street, Taihape, 4720.

Any help will be gratefully received.
Peter Wilton

Dear Sir
Re Ray Craig’s article about metric 

threads on MG cars. Ray mentions the 
unavailability of 12x1.5mm nuts, which 
sort of proves he has not looked very far. 
Chances are that some can be found as 
close as his own driveway, holding the 
wheels on his modern. 12x1.5 is a very 
common wheel nut size, used on many 
makes, and with a little digging some 
can be had with a 21mm hex, which just 

mailbag

bw282.indd   8bw282.indd   8 10/10/2007   12:24:48 PM10/10/2007   12:24:48 PM



Dear Sir
On reading Jack Night’s letter on Gas 

Producers in Beaded Wheels 281, I was 
reminded of a Government publication 
issued in 1940 on the construction of such 
devices. My father, an engineer at Luke 
Brothers Engineers in Wellington, built up 
a system from this information and fitted 
it to his Silver Eagle Alvis. It served the 
family well, enabling all six of us regular 
weekend trips to the Kapiti Coast. My 
uncle, Phil Charlton, was also involved 
in the later, more sophisticated systems 
commonly mounted in the front wings of 
American cars such as Fords, Plymouths 
and Chevrolets. These were popular as 
taxis.

When petrol became more readily 
available the gas producer was removed 
and amongst other things, I learnt how 
to drive and obtained my licence in the 
Alvis.

In more recent times, the car was 
completely rebuilt by Colin and Lex 
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happens to be the same as 7/16 BSW, so 
you can still use the old tool box. This 
thread is used in other places, but this is 
the most common application.

Many of the nut and bolt specialists only 
have knowledge of the products they sell, 
even printing thread charts that ignore 
ranges not stocked. Many bolt stockists still 
do not recognise metric fine. Despite these 
being an ISO standard for over 50 years. 
Or just try asking for common USA 10-32 
screws.

Gary Arps

Dear Sir
In response to the photos on page 2 of 

Beaded Wheels 280, the vehicle behind the 
Crossley wrecker would be a 1929 Plymouth 
Model U. These cars did not have cowl 
park lights as they were a cheaper model by 
Chrysler but the bodies were similar. Tyre 
size 475/500x19.

The Chrysler in the middle photo is a 
1929 75 Model. I am a Chrysler fan as I 
learnt to drive when I was 11 years old on 
my dad’s 1929 Chrysler 65. I am the proud 
owner of a 1930 Chrysler 70 Brougham 
which I have owned for 37 years having 
purchased it from the original owners.

I enjoy your magazine.
Barry McDougal

Ed Note: Our research indicated the cars is most 
likely a 1929 Graham Paige.

Dear Sir
Re: Beaded Wheels 281 pg 2 photos.
Top photo  − negotiating bottom hairpin 

bend Governors Bay side of Dyers Pass.
Bottom photo − approximately half way 

between the Hairpin Bend and the foot of 

the hill known as the Overhanging 
Rock.

Page 9 confirms my identification 
of the area. If you look very closely 
Quail Island in the Lyttelton Harbour 
can be seen in the background.

In the early years of motoring 
this section of road was often used 
for hill climbs and speed events. I 
was involved in a speed trial from 
Governor’s Bay to the Sign of the 
Kiwi on a motorcycle. A few locals 
were having some beers in the Ocean View 
pub, and a discussion developed as to who 
would be the fastest to the top of the hill. 
One way to find out – let’s go. We sent a 
member of the group to close the road. Not 
many cars on the road in 1939. He advised 
the one or two motorists that it might be 
advisable to wait 10 minutes or so as six or 
seven crazy motorcyclists were coming up 
the hill in a hell of a hurry. They took the 
hint. What a cheek we had!!

My great friend Scotty Bell riding a 
1938 3½ hp AJS cleaned us all up. I do not 
remember the time but it was pretty quick. 
I was riding a 3½ hp Excelsior and came 
last. Those were the days.

Lachlan Griffen
Ed: Thanks to those readers who also 

took the time to call in with information 
regarding the photographs published in 
issue 281.

Dear Sir
I thought some of your members might 

be interested in this photo. It had an Alvis 
engine and chassis, but the body was built 
by Mulliner or Van den Plas, I cannot 
remember which.

It was shown at the London Motor 
Show of 1956 and only 16 of these were 
made. All for export. This one came back 
to England from Ireland and I owned it 
for three or four years in the 70s. It looked 
terrible with the hood up so was only used 
on dry days.

It was not a great performer but was a 
beautiful looker.

G F Dyke

Dear Sir
Beaded Wheels 281
Olive Kilby’s letter about cars running 

on gas from the Christchurch gas works 
reminds me that I wrote about this some 
years ago. One of these cars was a Light 
Fifteen Citroen, used by furnishing 
business Archibalds, as a courtesy car 
during WWII.

As she recalls, the car had a gas-bag 
mounted in a frame above the vehicle, and 
was seen on the streets for some years. I am 
sure there were pictures of this innovative 
way of getting around the fuel shortage in 
The Press or the Christchurch Star Sun of 
the day.

Wilson Hawke

Westoby and featured in Beaded Wheels 
245.

In the photos steam can be seen coming 
from the water cooled air inlet used in the 
original design. This was replaced by a 
cast iron inlet which did not require water 
cooling.

Peter Slocombe
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THE WAY 
WE WERE

As compiled by Grant Hitchings 

Photos supplied by Frank Renwick

Over the years I had seen him at various 
Club functions and read of him, and put up 
with Club Archivist Betty and husband 
Graham rabbiting on about Frank and wife 
Nicky, her Austin 7, the Bentley crowd, 
Delages, his association with the late Bruce 
Pidgeon as well as Roger White, John 
Coomber and whatever, and had gained 
the impression that Frank’s life had been 
completely sacrificed on the altar of the 
Old Car Movement he and was a sort of 
‘power behind the throne’ figure. I was 
somewhat surprised then to learn during 
our conversation, that he had had many 
other interests in his life, all challenging 
and all giving scope for his inherent 
management and engineering skills.

Frank was born in Christchurch in July 
1937 and received his secondary education 
at Papanui Technical College, leaving 
after three years to begin his working 
life washing clothes at a Christchurch 
laundry. Although his weekly wage of £10 
was comparatively high, common sense 
prevailed and when Maugers Garage 
opened in the eastern part of the city 
he obtained an apprenticeship there as 
a motor mechanic. Not content with a 
life centered on automotive work, Frank 
turned to a new spare-time interest, joining 
the Canterbury Gliding Club in 1960. He 
soon qualified to fly solo but marriage and 
work commitments eventually caused his 
departure from the gliding scene. Nicky 
explained that sitting alone all day in 

a car parked beside an airstrip watching 
your husband in a glider waiting to be 
towed aloft maybe twice does nothing to 
enhance connubial bliss.

Then, with seven years work experience, 
Frank joined the firm Fropax in 1962 as 
its fleet mechanic. The firm was involved 
with frozen foods, trucks and harvesting 
equipment. This gave him an insight 
into refrigeration and after obtaining a 
Second Class Steam Qualification he 
became factory shift engineer. In 1968 he 
joined the National Airways Corporation, 
NAC, in their engineering unit working 
on engine overhauls for both piston and 
turbojet engines.

His abilities and management skill must 
have become obvious to the Corporation 
during this time as in 1975 he was asked 
to create and manage a workshop for 
the maintenance of the ground support 
equipment for NAC, later to become Air 
New Zealand. This lasted for about fifteen 
years until in 1990 the company decided 
to terminate the activities of the unit and 
Frank faced redundancy.

Realising that the job would still have 
to be done by someone, Frank formed his 
own company and tendered for the work. 
He was successful and his company flour-
ished. He relinquished his role with the 
company and retired this year. 

Frank made early contact with the VCC. 
In 1956 he accompanied Peter Shaskey and 
Warner and Patsy Mauger on the Irishman 

Creek run which led to his joining the 
Club as an associate member. At this time 
full membership was only given to those 
who owned their own club-eligible vehicle. 
Frank bought a 1921 FIAT 510S, qualifying 
for full member status and in 1958 drove 
the car in that year’s Picton Rally.

When he joined NAC, Frank scaled 
down his involvement with the VCC as 
opportunities arose in the airline to occupy 
his flying interest. He became absorbed 
with light aircraft, joining the Canterbury/
Westland Chapter of the Amateur Aircraft 
Constructors Association, eventually 
spending a few years as the Club Chairman. 
Frank piloted many types of aircraft with 
the club until finally he bought a 7/10 scale 
version of the Hawker Fury. The Fury was 
one of the British front line fighters in the 
1930s with dual wing configuration and 
a Rolls-Royce engine and even though of 
reduced size, the machine always aroused 
interest at the many airshows and displays 
he participated in. It was sold in 1985.

Frank held the position of Hon. 
Secretary of the NAC/Air NZ Flying Club 
for many years and on his retirement was 
honoured with a Life Membership.

Eventually the old-car bug bit again 
and with renewed enthusiasm Frank again 
became active in Club events joining the 
Banks Peninsula Branch at its creation in 
1977. His already impressive CV further 
developed with his appointment as Branch 
Delegate, then Branch Chairman from 

I met up with Frank Renwick the other 
day. He was VCC National President 

from 1993 – 2000. I had just finished 
reading in the latest issue of this magazine 

that he was now eligible for his 50 year 
membership award and realised that there 
would probably be a citation and record 
of the presentation in the next Beaded 

Wheels. In my time compiling The Way 

We Were I have supplied articles about all 
our surviving Club Past Presidents except 
Frank, and so, riddled with guilt, cap in 

hand, I approached him for information in 
an attempt to rectify the omission.

The smile says it all! A very youthful Frank Renwick fatting it on his 1924 Douglas during an 
early National Motorcycle Rally.
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1990 to 1993, followed by the job of VCC 
President.

Frank sold his FIAT in 1973, and when 
in England later that year, purchased a 
1935 3.5 litre Bentley which he still owns. 
During the 1990s he kept himself busy 
restoring a 1920 CO Delage and a 3 litre 
Bentley, as well as fitting in the building 
of a replica 1963 Lotus 23B to satisfy his 
competitive streak.

I had heard previously from others about 
Frank’s tenure as President, especially 
relating to the changes he instituted with 
administrative procedures and finance, but 
I found him reluctant to fully discuss these 
and so turned to other sources to fill in 
the details.

It seems that the first major impact 
of Frank’s presidency was on the Club’s 
financial reporting. He struggled to make 
sense of the Club’s finance accounting 
statements for about a year until, at a 
Management Committee meeting, he 
asked delegates if they could tell him from 
their financial reports what the state of 
the Club finances were. Glazed eyes and a 
stony silence confirmed his worst fears and 
he realised an overhaul was long overdue. 
On the premise of KISS, Keep It Simple 
Sonny, he introduced a new monthly 
reporting accounting system which was 
more comprehensible to the average 
member. The main advantage though was 
that the finances of the Club were now 
obviously, although unfortunately, in a 
parlous state which lead on to Frank’s 
other major contribution as President.

He realised that the main drain on funds 
was in the expenses incurred during the 
regular meetings of the National Executive 
and Management Committee. Billeting 
of participants was introduced together 
with a shortening of meeting times and 
with a curtailing of meals out, replaced by 
Branch catering. Savings in expenditure 
were immediate and these actions really 
paved the way for the accumulation of 
funds used in the purchase of the new 

Club headquarters in Christchurch which 
were bought at his suggestion.

Since 2005 Frank has been the Club’s 
Speed Steward. We spoke about this as I 
was quite interested in his duties – although 
not for a minute would I think of applying 
for the job – yeah right! He commented 
that he had taken on the role feeling that 
there were improvements to be made and 
when done he would hand over to someone 
else. I have formed the impression that 

Frank has never gone on a committee to 
serve but to accomplish and then move on 
to help elsewhere. The Vintage Car Club 
owes Frank Renwick a great deal.

Frank and Nicky in their Fiat 510S during the 1965 Haast Rally

Frank “Biggles” Renwick at the controls of his Hawker Fury over Lake Wakatipu

Recently Frank was presented with his 50 
year membership award. As Grant’s article 
emphasises, his contributions to the Vintage 
Car Club have been considerable and our 
association owes much to the dedication 
of such members. Frank currently holds the 
position of National Speed Steward.
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This National AGM hosted by 
Taranaki Branch ran like a well 
tuned engine. Marilyn Surgenor, 

Chair of the organising committee, and 
her band of helpers left no stone unturned 
in their efforts to ensure that all enjoyed 
the occasion. The event was held at the 
Quality Hotel Plymouth International, 
an extremely suitable venue and the staff 
excelled themselves in providing for our 
every need. Some vehicles on display 
added a welcoming touch to the event. 
The fine details of the AGM will be found 
in the Minutes when they are produced. 
This report merely seeks to flesh out the 
happenings so those who were unable to 
attend can get a better overall picture of 
the event.

The very awesome Mount Taranaki, 
coated with a good layer of snow, showed 
itself on the Friday afternoon as I arrived. 
I was very impressed with my first ever 
view of the mountain from ground level. 

The official activities commenced on 
Friday evening with the Executive meeting 
and this started with a welcome from the 
Taranaki Branch Chairman, Veronica 
Oliver. The business of the meeting was 
dealt with fairly swiftly, although there was 
some robust discussion over voting proce-
dures before this too, seemed to reach a 
satisfactory conclusion.

The AGM commenced on time at 9.30am 
Saturday morning with a welcome to the 
Branch Chairmen, Delegates and the many 
club members present from Veronica Oliver 
who then introduced the opening speaker, 

local MP Associate Transport Minister the 
Hon. Harry Duynhoven. Once declared 
open the meeting progressed through the 
agenda to the Election of Officers. At this 
point President Leigh made a presenta-
tion to outgoing Management Committee 
member, Gary Beaumont. Gary has been 
on the committee for many years and the 
presentation was well deserved. 

Leigh then passed over the presiden-
tial reins to incoming President, Greg 
Terrill, who joined the top bench. The 
Secretary / Treasurer, John Coomber, 
announced the result of the ballot for the 
three Management Committee positions 
and the successful nominees were Bob 
Ballantyne, Dianne Quarry and Tony 
Bartlett. Congratulations were offered and 

Management Committee 2006-2007 
Greg Terrill

Prior to his elec-
tion as National 
President, Greg 
completed six years 
as a member of 
the Management 
Committee of 
VCC. During 
this time, he was 
involved with:

• Chairing the Technical Committee 
(formerly Dating Committee) which 
monitors and approves Vehicle 
Identity Card applications, as well as 
implementing new and revised systems 
to improve the processing of these. 

• Being one of the three Management 
members who made up the selection 
team who evaluated applications and 
submissions for the International Rally 
held in January 2006.

• Chairing of the selection Committee 
evaluating applications and submissions 

for the 2012 International Rally to be 
held in the Wanganui region.

• The compilation of guidelines for 
hosting National Rallies and being 
involved with public relations and 
promotion issues.

• The proposal regarding changes to the 
structure of the VCC Executive 

Prior to being elected onto the manage-
ment committee, he was Rally Director 
for the Royal & SunAlliance Rally 2000. 
Greg served one year as Branch President 
after being a committee member for the 
Waikato Branch (including two years as 
vice president) for seven years. He trans-
ferred from the Taranaki Branch in 1987 
where he had served on their committee 
for one year since joining the Vintage Car 
Club movement in 1973.

An engineer by trade, his current 
employment is as a sales engineer for a 
company specialising in equipment used 
principally to handle and treat waste 
liquids and materials.

AGM 12 August 2006 
New Plymouth
Words Kevin Clarkson Photos Kevin Clarkson, Ian Goldringham

Greg and wife Gaynor derive much 
enjoyment from rallying their 1928 Model 
A, 1941 Indian motorcycle combination, 
Kurtis Ford Special and 1970 MGB.

During the 33 years that he has been 
a member of the VCC, he has been 
impressed with the way that families are 
able to participate together and the wide 
spectrum of people who are involved, all 
with a common interest.

Greg and Gaynor and are both looking 
forward to meeting many more of the 
club members in the coming year and 
furthering their involvement with club 
activities

Robert (Bob) 
Ballantyne

Bob joined the 
VCC Auckland 
Branch in 1963. 
When the North 
Shore Branch was 
formed in 1973 he 
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Saturday Bus trip

Words Shona Clarkson, photos Ian 
Goldringham

On Saturday afternoon the organ-
ising committee put on a bus trip for those who wanted a break from the AGM. 
About 21 took advantage of the offer, mostly women but a few males made up 

the numbers. The bus took us on a tiki tour of the area and started by taking us up to the 
lookout so that we could get a view of the town and the port area. Unfortunately there 
was some mist but we still got some good views. 

Our next stop was at Cottage wines. Here we were able to taste (and buy!) the various 
brews as well as being taken through the processes involved. I liked the honey mead and 
the citrus wines the best.

We next visited the private museum of Colin Johnston at Waitara. The exhibits are 
spread over a number of sheds, including one that was once the Waitara Fire Station 
building. In here could be found a record and gramophone collection dating from 1905. 
Called the Room of Sound, it also contained many music boxes and posters of film stars of 
old. In a neighbouring garage was a collection of kerosene boxes and other like memora-
bilia and also an old fire engine. Another shed was filled with Corgi models, mechanical 
toys and many metal toys. Our thanks to Colin Johnston for going the extra mile to 
enable us to enjoy his museum.

We enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea here, pre-prepared by the well-organised Taranaki 
Branch, before entering the bus for the journey back to New Plymouth. bw

they took their place with the manage-
ment committee.

Other notable outcomes of the meeting 
were that the next International Rally will 
be held in the Wanganui area in 2012, the 
next AGM will be held in Ashburton and, 
disappointingly, there were no nomina-
tions received for the John L Goddard 
Trophy. 

The AGM closed at 2.30pm following 
which the Executive meeting reconvened 
to complete its agenda. Once all official 
activities were completed on Saturday we 
were free to have a look around and have 
a much needed walk to stretch the legs 
and prepare for the evening’s festivities. 
We enjoyed an excellent night, with fine 
food and service and culminating in the 
provision of some great dance music by a 
live band. The dance floor was crowded 
and for those who wished to, and there 
were many, it was possible to hold a conver-
sation even while the band was playing. It 
all made for a very enjoyable evening. 

On the Sunday most went out to the 
Taranaki Branch clubrooms for a look at 
the parts shed and it appears that many 
bargains were found! There was coffee and 
tea to be had, also tables groaning with 
food. It can be hard to watch one’s weight 
at a VCC event!

After spending a pleasant hour or 
two the local members took those who 
needed to catch planes out to the airport. 
Some of us who were on later flights had 
the pleasure of being shown around the 
district by Marilyn Surgenor and her crew 
before being taken to the airport. A very 
relaxing day. 

 bw

transferred to become one of the founda-
tion members.

An active member for many years, Bob 
has previously held positions of Chairman, 
Club Captain, Branch Delegate and 
Committee member. He was involved with 
the first land purchase for the North Shore 
Branch in Oteha Valley Road, and then 
later chaired the sub-committee which 
negotiated with Transit NZ during the land 
deals due to motorway developments in 
the area resulting in the relocation of the 
branch clubrooms to Masons Road.

On the vehicle front, Bob has restored 
many vehicles, ranging from his 1912 
Model T Van to a 1956 Chevrolet Belair. 
Under restoration at present is a 1953 V860 
midget, a New Zealand built copy of a 
USA Kurtis Kraft midget racecar.

He is an active rally entrant in his 
1935 Auburn Roadster in many local and 
national events throughout New Zealand, 
also participating in Vintage rallies and 
events overseas including the first inter-
national rally in the Soviet Union held in 
Riga, Latvia which is independent of Russia 
today. He has also rallied in England, 

America and Australia and attends swap 
meets such as Rotorua, Christchurch and 
Bendigo in Australia looking for collecti-
bles of oil company items and early 
motoring history.

Bob has been a member of the 
Management team for the last three 
years and is continuing on for the forth-
coming year. He finds his involvement 
at management level of the Vintage Car 
Club both interesting and rewarding. He is 
always available to be contacted with any 
concerns, interests or ideas any member 
would like to discuss. 

Anthony (Tony) 
Bartlett

Tony has been 
a member of the 
Gisborne Branch 
since 1977, having 
served at various 
times on the Branch 
Committee. Offices 
held have included 
Secretary, Chairman, Club Captain 
and Branch delegate on the National 

Executive. He is currently a member of the 
planning committee for the 2007 North 
Island Easter Rally. His interest in Vintage 
vehicles started in his teenage years. Both 
of his grandfathers owned 1929 Ford Model 
As from new and these cars have been 
maintained and motored by the family 
since. Tony also owns a 1917 Buick DX45 
that was driven by his father’s uncle as 
the first taxi in Gisborne and a 1929 Ford 
Model A Pickup. He is currently nurturing 
his son Gavin’s interest by helping him to 
build a 1929 Boat-tail Speedster and restore 
a 1955 Morris Cowley truck. Tony’s wife 
Lynsey, sons Ashley and Gavin and mother 
Vi are all members of the VCC. Tony 
would like to continue to assist with the 
ongoing negotiations aimed at protecting 
and enhancing the rights of our members 
to continue to motor their vehicles on our 
roads. He acknowledges the expertise and 
knowledge that is jointly shared by the 
members of the Management Committee 
and the need for consistency and conti-
nuity in this work. 
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Rod Brayshaw
Rod has been an active member of the 

VCC movement since 1975.
The early experiences gained in his 

sheetmetal apprenticeship gave him the 
confidence to start his own business at 
the age of 21. He developed one of the 
first dedicated motor vehicle restoration 
workshops in New Zealand. His work 
led to a love of MG sports cars, in turn 
leading to the establishment, in 1998, of the now internationally 
recognised MG Car Company of New Zealand Ltd.

Rod has always been a forward-looking business person and his 
ability and skills were recognised when he won the 1985 Manawatu 
Air New Zealand Enterprise Award for excellence in business and 
exporting. 

When the Manfield Autocourse idea was mooted, Rod was 
a committee member of the Manawatu Car Club and worked 
actively to bring the idea to fruition.

His involvement in motorsports began with competi-
tion hillclimbing when he was 17. These experiences were the 
forerunner of some exciting times competing in speedway dirt 
track racing and then to National and International Rallying as a 
co-driver for Tim Gibbes in an ex-works Ford Escort BDA.

Rod joined the VCC in 1975 and was elected to his current 
position of National Registrar at Whangarei in 1995. A brief 
summary of his areas of responsibility since 1975 will give readers 
an indication of his enthusiasm, and dedication to the Vintage Car 
Movement.

• developed and introduced VCC Vehicle Identity Card system 
and Vehicle Technical Code. Developed road show to famil-
iarise branches with system.

• negotiated and introduced Headlamp endorsement system 
with the LTSA in 2003, and similarly with the Lighting 
Equipment endorsement system on October 2005. 

•  negotiated Smoky Vehicle endorsement system which is yet to 
be introduced. 

Rod represented New Zealand at the FIVA Vehicle Technical 
commission in Stuttgart, Germany in 2002 and remains a member 
of this commission.

His negotiating skills were also used on behalf of the VCC 
to establish the entry cost to join the LVVTA, and he has just 
completed work on the FOMC non-member Vehicle Identity Card 
System.

Kevin Clarkson
From an early age Kevin was inter-

ested in things mechanical and eventually 
started working life as an apprentice 
mechanic. Although he left that career at 
about age 33, things mechanical remained 
of interest. 

His early choice of motor vehicle was 
the motorcycle and this interest has been 
retained throughout his life with a large 
number being owned, although he only 
retains a relatively small number currently. Kevin has also owned 
a large number of cars and, like many of us, wishes that he could 
have seen into the future and have been able to keep all of the 
vehicles that have passed through his hands!

Kevin and Shona have two sons, one living in Queensland and 
the other a member of the Canterbury Branch, both have a keen 
interest in old motorcycles. As they have one granddaughter in 
Australia this provides an excuse to go there from time to time.

Kevin joined the Vintage Car Club, Otago Branch, in 1975, 
moved to Christchurch around 1990 and subsequently joined 
the Canterbury Branch. Club eligible vehicles are currently 1960 
BMW R60 and 1970 Ducati motorcycles, an NSU Quickly moped 
and a 1969 Wolseley Hornet.

Kevin has been on the Beaded Wheels committee since October 
1999 and Chairman of that committee since August 2002.

John Coomber
John’s first car was a 1957 Mk7M 

Jaguar, which he should have kept. A 
1928 DeSoto was purchased in 1969 and 
completely dismantled, and a full body and 
mechanical rebuild commenced. In 1971 a 
1930 Plymouth was purchased and focus 
changed to restoration of this car. At this 
time he met Christine and they married 
in January 1973 using the newly restored 
Plymouth as a wedding car, then touring the South Island. 

John joined the Ashburton branch in April 1972 and they 
rallied extensively in the South Island until 1976 when they spent 
eight months travelling around the U.K. and Europe. 

In 1979 John purchased a 1937 Rover 12 hp Sports saloon which 
is still in original condition. Other vehicles include a 1923 10/12 
Harley-Davidson (dismantled) and a 1954 DB2/4 Aston Martin. 

He served two years as Vintage convenor on the Canterbury 
Branch committee and has been the national Hon Secretary/
Treasurer since elected in 1994. He has enjoyed the opportunity to 
serve in this position and see the club grow in size and financial 
strength to what it is today.

He sees the club as extending a great diversity of opportuni-
ties for members to enjoy all aspects of vintage motoring and the 
preservation of history and ancient vehicles, and is keen to ensure 
that nothing limits these opportunities or limits the range of 
historical vehicles available to our members in the future. 

Leigh Craythorne
Leigh is married to Tony and has four 

daughters and (to date!) six grandchil-
dren.

She has been a joint member of the 
Club for seventeen years, although associ-
ated with Canterbury Branch since 1975. 

She is currently Immediate Past 
President having served as National 
President for the past six years.

Leigh has been co-editor of the Branch 
Newsletter (four years) Branch Secretary and Delegate (six 
years). As well as serving on the Branch Committee, she also 
supported and assisted Tony as Veteran Convenor, Club Captain 
and Chairman. This involved helping organise a variety of runs, 
rallies and social events (having served on the Branch Social 
Committee.)

For six years she represented Canterbury Branch at National 
Executive Meetings as Branch Delegate. As National Archivist, 
she was invited to attend Management Committee Meetings.

Leigh and Tony enjoy rallying a 1926 Morris Oxford Tourer, 
1952 Austin A40 Sports, 1914 Triumph Motorcycle and side chair, 
1930 Panther Motorcycle, and 1955 Panther combination.

Before marriage, Leigh was a shorthand typist in an insurance 
office, a solicitors’ office and in sole charge of a car sales office. 
She has since been a volunteer for many community organisations, 
where she has been able to use her secretarial and organisational 
skills in many varied types of situations.
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Rob Knight
Joined Manawatu Branch VCC in 1966 

while at Levin. Moved to Wellington 
Branch 1970s. Back to Manawatu 1980. 
He has held various offices including 
Chairman of Manawatu and Wellington 
branches. Rob is a regular contributor 
to Beaded Wheels and has planned and 
organised many rallies and tours over the 
years. He inaugurated Tararua Trundle 
and jointly inaugurated Manawatu Brass 
Monkey Rally. Rally Director for 1992 Pan Pacific Rally. Elected to 
Management Committee 2003.

He completed a 1924 Buick 4 tourer in 1969 and started work 
on 1920 Buick but sold that. Completed and rallied 1926 7/9 
Harley-Davidson in the 1980s, this machine was sold 1993. During 
the 1980s he rallied a 1954 Alvis Grey Lady. Eventually this was 
traded for an Alldays kitset. The Alldays was completed as a 1906 2 
cylinder in 1998. Current vehicles are a Buick 4 and Alldays.

Diane Quarrie 
Diane joined the VCC in 1984 and 

while living in Hamilton held the position 
of Secretary of the Waikato Branch. While 
in the Waikato she was introduced to 
“serious” rallying and enjoyed competing in 
Double 50s and Hunuas.

 After a family move back to Hawke’s 
Bay she became Editor of the Hawke’s Bay 
Branch magazine for a number of years 
before taking on the position of Branch 
Chairman, which she held for five years. Along with her husband 
Geoff, Diane has been instrumental over the last 10 years in the 
growth and development of Hawke’s Bay Branch’s very successful 
Art Deco Rally and was honoured with the VCC Presidential 
Award in 2005 for her commitment to this event. Diane is a Legal 

Executive for a large Napier law firm. Geoff and Diane both enjoy 
motoring their family’s 1915 GWK, 1924 Studebaker, 1930 Ford 
Model A bus and a 1931 Chevrolet. Also awaiting restoration are a 
1901 USA Long Distance (a very long term project), another 1931 
Chevrolet, 1959 Renault Floride, and 1955 Austin A35 which was 
Diane’s everyday car when she first met Geoff.

Diane is looking forward to her time as a member of the 
Management Committee and anticipates making a useful contribu-
tion to the Club.

Diane Ross
Life began for Diane in Ashburton, the 

daughter of a music teacher and a coal 
miner. A move to Otago when she was five 
resulted in her being educated at the small 
country school at Shag Point and then at 
Palmerston District High School. Joining 
the work force meant a move away from 
home to work at the Post Office Savings 
Bank in Oamaru where she learned all 
facets of the department. Beginning in 
1964 Diane started a new career as a farmer’s wife, had three 
children and was introduced to the world of old cars. It was 
apparent to Diane that her skills were more suited to administra-
tion than restoration so she became a member of the Ashburton 
Branch Committee, as secretary and also doing time as treasurer, 
newsletter editor, Beaded Wheels Scribe and branch delegate. 

She owns a 1936 Chrysler Roadster and sometimes gets to 
drive one of the other Chrysler or Dodge cars that clutter up their 
shed. Over the years she has developed a special love of touring 
but enjoys all aspects of the Vintage Car Club. Diane has derived 
immense pleasure while in the position of Club Captain, Southern 
Region and looks forward to completing this year.

Ed note: The final member of the current management team, VCC Speed 
Steward Frank Renwick, features on page 9 of this issue in The Way We were.

Gary originally joined the VCC in 
Balclutha around 1981. He had brief 
associations with both North Otago and 
Southland branches before returning to 
South Otago Branch.

He has held the position of Branch 
Secretary for two years and Branch 
Chairman for four years. As Branch 
Delegate, he attended National Executive 
meetings over four years before being 
elected to the Management Committee 
in 1997.

During his time on the Management 
Committee, Gary has always taken part 
fully in all discussions, where his down 
to earth viewpoint could be counted 
upon to give a balanced view. His input 
into the Technical Committee (formerly 
the Dating Committee) where he had 
the ability to look at applications from a 
detached perspective has been valued.

Gary’s background in insurance has 
been invaluable to the Management 

Committee. His experience and knowledge 
in these matters has assisted decisions in 
this specialized area.

Gary undertook the mammoth task 
of updating the Club Constitution. This 
outwardly straightforward undertaking 
meant hours of cross-referencing as well 
as checking implications that could occur 
throughout the document to ensure that 
it was not only constitutional but also 
easily understood.

Gary has sat on the subcommittees 
to work through selection systems for 
recommending a host branch for the last 
International Rally and for the forth-
coming one.

When I appointed Gary as liaison 
between the Diamond Jubilee Committee, 
formed to organise the Club’s International 
Rally, and the Management Committee, I 
was confident that he would be able to 
take on this responsible position. Living 
in the back blocks of South Otago, it 

isn’t easy to commute but Gary took on 
this role, throwing himself wholeheartedly 
into additional tasks that were supplemen-
tary to the brief. Countless hours were put 
aside from family life to ensure that all the 
entrants had a memorable time and for 
this we are sincerely grateful. 

Gary’s wife Sue supports him in all his 
Club endeavours and this is also acknowl-
edged.

Presidential Award
For dedication to the Management Committee over nine years with emphasis 
on Club constitutional and insurance matters Gary Beaumont was presented 

with the Presidential Award at the recent AGM.

Gary amused at the pile of junk that was initially 
presented to him before he received his award 
proper.
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In May 1998 I saw a ‘55 model for sale in 
Beaded Wheels. It was said to be in good 
order with moderate mileage. 

I took some advice which was to buy 
quickly before it was snapped up. On the 
strength of this I drove to Auckland to 
pick up my new purchase. You know the 
old story, things just don’t stack up as well 
as you expect. The paintwork was shabby 
after a ‘blow over’ in situ some time earlier. 
You could tell from the overspray on the oil 
pipes and wiring etc. It had rust popping up 
under the petrol tank chrome, and battery 
acid spill over the paint work around the 
inside of the frame and rear suspension.

It appeared to run well in the garage so 
I proceeded with a road test. What fun! 
After one kilometre I knew the bike was 
under geared to b…. revving its ring out at 
50mph and with the clutch slipping as well. 
The owner said he had trailered the bike 
to rallies and that I most probably rode the 
bike harder than he ever did. “What crap” 
I said to myself. But the bike appeared to 
be original with all correct parts, nuts bolts 
etc so we agreed on a price and I took it 
home to Lower Hutt.

In the garage I found the engine 
sprocket was a tooth too small and the 
clutch was a combination of Triumph and 
BSA parts with no adapter for the Triumph 
clutch basket. What a mess. The carbu-
rettor was taken off to clean and was found 
to be 15/16" instead of 11/16". The exhaust 
pipes and mufflers were pattern types made 
in New Zealand and scraped the road 
during cornering because of incorrect pipe 
bends that made the mufflers lower than 
originals. Additional longer brackets had 
been made to meet up with the correct 
mounting that includes the rear footrests. 

The seat was a saggy pattern type. So 
with new correct seat base with rubber 
mountings that are supported by the rear 
frame rails, together with British made 
Toga exhausts and mufflers, a new carbu-
rettor and a correct Triumph four spring 
clutch conversion, the bike went really well 
for a few years. 

During my many rides a rattling noise 
was steadily getting worse, especially on 
the overrun, with lots of smoke and the 
motor could be heard talking to you at 
idle some metres away. I would have to 
investigate this noise. Could it be a piston 
or small end?

On stripping the barrels off it was found 
that the little end bush had spun in the 
conrod with about 15-20thou wear on 
the bronze bush and the rings were shot. 
Some attempt had been made to repair this 
problem before as the bush was oversize 
and you could see the reaming chatter 
marks in the alloy rod. It looked as if it had 
been done without stripping the engine 
some years back. All the hallmarks of a 
Heath Robinson job. 

After removing the engine I made the 
decision to fully restore the machine.

The engine was stripped and now the 
fun began. The rods had mis-matched big 
end caps, the crankshaft had a 3 thou taper 
across all the journals due to incorrect 

set up when last ground. Now to locate a 
second hand small journal crank. Believe it 
or not, I obtained a standard crank which 
had 20 thou wear on the left journal. On 
removing the oil sludge trap screws, I found 
that the left trap was chock full with sludge 
that had set like concrete. I had to drill 
it out and wire brush it clean with the 
electric drill. The original owner probably 
never changed the oil because the right 
one was pretty good generally.

I was told that alloy rods tend to break 
once an engine is overhauled and it would 
be wise to obtain new ones. After many 
internet inquiries I located a set of steel 
Carrillo rods from a BSA Club member. 
Now we were in business. 

The head was completely overhauled 
with hardened seats for the exhaust valves 
and all surfaces re-ground flat including 
the head bolt areas, which were concave 
and allowed the head to leak oil during 
long trips because of unequal bolt tensions. 
New valves and springs were fitted. All the 
alloy castings were bead blasted and outer 
covers repolished. Remarkably the gearbox 
and suspensions were in good order with 
the replacement of the odd bearing or two.

I could not obtain new pistons in New 
Zealand but obtained some through SRM 
in England. This was not without difficul-
ties. I had to send one back because of 
casting faults in the piston crown, holes of 
2-3mm deep. The rings were meant to be 
Hepolite but had no identification marks 
or the right colour, which is particular to 
Hepolite. Also the end gaps ranged from 
9 thou to 35 thou. Not bad for new ones? 
I indicated that I was not pleased and 
after phone calls SRM duly rectified the 
situation and replaced the parts. They were 

RESTORING A 
BSA 650cc A10 

Text and Photos by John Neill

During my College days in the fifties I always 

admired the Golden Flash and said “One day I’ll 

get one of those.”

On removing the oil sludge trap 

screws, I found that the left trap was 

chock full with sludge that had set like 

concrete…
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very apologetic and mystified as to how 
such a thing could happen. 

Collier Motor Engineers at Levin 
balanced the crankshaft with the new 
rods, pistons, etc on their latest balancing 
machine. The software programme tells 
the operator the size of cutter to use, the 
depth of cut and the length, if material is 
to be removed from circumference of the 
flywheels. An excellent job overall.

The engine was assembled using Loctite 
518 Master Gasket on all mating surfaces 
whether using gaskets or not. This is good 
stuff, with leaks kept to a minimum, only 
the odd drip after a day or so. There is an 
old saying that if your old British bike does 
not leak oil then there may not be any oil 
to leak.

During the time I was working on the 
engine I had completely stripped the rest 
of the bike and had all the painted parts 
dip stripped at Metal Immersions in Tawa. 
So much better to prepare for painting 
and you do find out all the funny things 
that are hidden under the paint that need 
attention.

The metal work that needed 
chroming or re-chroming was 
sent to Gisborne Replaters who 
still do it in the old fashioned 
way with a copper base. It is 
expensive but the chroming 

is excellent with a really deep shine. Well 
worth the effort.

Meantime Basil Gowenlock, the owner 
of Classic Auto Restorations Services in 
Upper Hutt, was preparing the rest of the 
bike for painting and a great job he has 
done. The colour is a golden beige which 
we both agreed on after trials spraying on 
metal strips. We consulted some original 
colours from the bike and from photo-
graphs of Golden Flashes displayed in 
Classic Bike magazines. A clear coat was 
sprayed to enhance the finish.

When replacing the wheel spokes with 
stainless ones we found that the front 
wheel was incorrect for the brake drum 
size which was for a seven inch one instead 
of the correct eight inch drum. To get 
the spokes to meet the angles required 
smaller diameter ones had been used. This 
could have been pretty serious especially 
as the front brake is the main one for 
stopping and there was movement within 
the rim holes. This was overcome with the 
purchase of a new correct rim.

At this stage the magneto was overhauled 
by our top magman Doug Banks. It was 
working well before the restoration so I 
was expecting a maintenance check and 

adjustment etc. But no, Doug informed 
me that the body had 

been modified 
to accept larger 
than standard 
bearings and the 
oil seal could 
not do its job 

properly. The 
overhaul 

included a correct one with new and recon-
ditioned parts fitted. Of course it now 
performs flawlessly and is back to standard. 

All the bolts and nuts, these are partic-
ular to BSA manufacture, were buffed of 
all rust and paint etc and bright zinced at 
Page Platers in Naenae. The engine plates 
were gold zinced.

Basil rang to say the painting was 
finished. When all the bits and pieces were 
spread out on the garage floor at home with 
the chrome work it looked almost too good 
to assemble. Within a couple of months 
it fitted together like clockwork with new 
tyres and new Hagon rear suspension units. 
The bike was running in time for the BSA 
National Rally in Wanganui during March 
2004 where it won the Riders Choice prize. 
To protect the engine I have fitted a modern 
oil filter on the return line to the oil tank. I 
have not totalled up the restoration. I gave 
up after $5,000, but I do not mind as there 
are no short cuts or make dos and the bike 
is back to just about how it was when it left 
the factory. The only modifications are to 
make it perform and last better.

My passion during retirement has been 
riding and restoring BSAs and I have 
three. Great fun when riding on our back 
country roads and the thrill is as good as it 
gets at my age.

The Golden Flash, saviour of the 
universe, as one magazine reporter described 
it, is a flexible, silky smooth performer 
with faultless handling to boot and is in 
my unbiased opinion the best all round 
vertical twin. The A10 model certainly 
provided the BSA factory with full order 
books for about 17 years of production 
with profits to match. It should be going 
strong many years after I have departed 
the scene.

I thank my wife Lin for her support 
and encouragement with my restoration 
projects. My bribe to her was an MX5 
Roadster which classic members tell me is 
a Japanese MG. 

 bw
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Saturday 1 July was cold and frosty but with the promise of 
a lovely day to follow, Richard and I left home bright and 
early and took SH16 to Wellsford. The countryside looked 

quite different with the frosty paddocks and foggy patches - it 
all looked surreal but beautiful. Just as well it was a clear day as 
the Buick was still going with a “dickey ticker” generator and the 
lights were unreliable. However, Richard was pleased there was no 
backfiring and felt he had got the fuel mixture right at last.

We arrived at Wellsford at the same time as Grant and Sharon 
in their Chandler. They had a passenger – John Stokes who had 
to leave his Willys Knight at home nursing a leaky radiator. First 
sight on entering the Community Centre was Cedric Pegrum 
lying on the ground next to his 1967 Mercedes Benz 250S. No, he 
hadn’t passed out in the cold but had a flat tyre! We had a cuppa 
and caught up with everyone and then it was time to head off.

We got lost straight away. Let’s just say it was sun strike but we 
corrected and were on our way. There were 51 cars in the Rally 
and we had cars in front and behind so we were right for a while 
and then as usual everyone else seemed to disappear. We drove to 
Maungaturoto through interesting scenery whilst I kept my eyes 
fixed firmly on the left side of the road for silent checks, clues 
and those photographs to identify. We drove on to Paparoa where 
there was great activity as the Rally of New Zealand had a check-
point there and their cars were arriving at the same time as us. It 
must have been the busiest time ever on their main road as there 
were four traffic officers on duty there. The drivers looked at us 
and we looked at them each admiring the others’ cars. We got out 
of their way quickly and concentrated on getting to Matakohe. 

By this time I was getting cross eyed from looking for those 
silent checks but managing every so often to admire the wonderful 
countryside. We went through Matakohe and then on to Ruatuna 
Homestead where Prime Minister Gordon Coates once lived. For 
about 130 years the Coates family farmed Ruatuna until in 1996. 
A surprisingly small house for a Prime Minister but in a lovely 
setting. The tennis court provided solid parking for several of the 
cars as the grassy areas were quite wet from the recent rain. We 
had a good look around here and wondered how the Coates’ large 
family managed to live in the house, which no doubt included 
servants as well. Farming in Matakohe would have been far 
from easy, having to contend with menacing wild dogs in earlier 
years followed by wild pigs which killed lambs. Edward Coates 
(Gordon’s father) and other settlers in the area often organised 
pig hunts during the long depression of the 1880s. Distance 
from markets meant nine days on rough roads to drive cattle to 
Auckland markets, however sheep went by boat and rail once rail 
reached Helensville in 1881. Gordon Coates’ political career took 
him away from Ruatuna when he was elected independent-liberal 
for the Kaipara seat in 1911. He became Prime Minister in 1925.

From Ruatuna we carried on to Tinopai School for a sumptuous 
lunch which we were all ready for. We all enjoyed our stop here 
and some of us went down to the wharf where several boats were 
tied up. This is a very pretty place, especially as it was bathed in 
sunshine and by this time was nice and warm.

Wellsford-Warkworth Vintage Car Club

Winter Woollies 
Wander 2006
Words and photos Mary Lloyd

From Tinopai we travelled back to Paparoa and then on to 
Hakaru and turned into Prichard Road, which gives the feeling of 
driving up a clay mountain road. It was very steep to say the least 
and the road very narrow. Imagine our horror when rounding a 
bend near the top, there in front of us was James Welch’s 1952 Riley 
stopped on a rather sharp bend on one side and a drop of about 
300m on the other. They were OK, just admiring the view but we 
had a few heart-stopping moments when the Buick nearly ran out 
of steam waiting for the Riley to get going again. Once round the 
bend both coasts could be seen and the view was breathtaking.

We got back to Wellsford and onto the main road and the traffic. 
We headed along SH 1 to Warkworth and on to Kourawhero Hall 
where we had a welcome cuppa. We were keeping a close watch 
on the sun because of the Buick’s lights and were so pleased it had 
been such a lovely clear day and that we didn’t have to rely on 
lights at any stage. We left Warkworth and hit the road for home 
and by the time we got to Orewa it was definitely getting dark but 
we managed to get home in one piece, well after we should have 
had lights on!

We thoroughly enjoyed the run, the great camaraderie and the 
perfect weather.  bw

Ruatuna homestead
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WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & MOTOR MOWERS

 FIVE DAY DELIVERY
PROMPT SERVICE ASSURED

20% DISCOUNT
ON MENTIONING THIS AD

PISTON RINGS

OPEN SATURDAY 
MORNING - 8.30-12.30

CUSTOM BUILT PISTON RINGS

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston 
rings contact:

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS LTD.
PH: 09 579 7219 / 579 8788

918 Gt South Road, Penrose,
P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland

C L A S S I C

TYRES
FREE

CATALOG

20 MINUTES FROM

LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

562-595-6721 • Fax 562-595-0381

www.lucasclassictires.com

We ship

anywhere!

BEST

PRICES!

200 Sizes

12 Brands

a great gift idea

subscribe today & save
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The Chandler Motor Car Company was formed in 1913 by 
F C Chandler, C A Emise and other former executives of 
the Lozier Company. The firm was initially named The 

Emise Motor Car Company but this was quickly changed to 
Chandler. Production appears to have commenced in 1914 with 
the Chandler 14 and continued until 1929 when the company was 
taken over by Hupmobile. Chandlers targeted the upper middle 
class market and the cars gained a reputation for speed and 
endurance. Readers who wish to know more about the company 
should visit www.Chandler-ClevelandMotorClub, don’t forget the 
hyphen, or consult Beverly Rae Kimes and Henry Austin Clark 
Jnr’s Standard Catalog of American Cars 1895 1942.

1925 CHANDLER 
Model 33

BEHIND THE WHEEL

Words John Stokes 
Photos Sharon Stott

The Car
This car was produced in 1925 and was sold by W S Miller, 

the Auckland agents, to Mr Prictor of Port Albert. It then passed 
to another owner before being acquired by the late Alan Orr of 
Matamata, who motored it extensively from the 1960s, until he 
sold it to Grant in 1983. Grant motored it until the early nineties 
before deciding a ground- up rebuild was necessary and it was 
recommissioned in 1996.

The engine is Chandler’s own “Pikes Peak Motor” developed 
in 1923, six cylinder, 3.5 inch bore, 5 inch stroke side valve. 
It is rated at 29.4 NACC horsepower and Harry Ricardo had 
nothing to do with the combustion chamber. There are four 
main bearings. The wheelbase is 124 inches. The car is equipped 
with Campbell Patent Traffic Transmission and the differen-
tial has a ratio of 4.4 to 1. Brakes are Chandler’s own external 
contracting mechanical type. The front brakes were optional 
in 1925 and Alan Orr found a set and fitted them. Carburetion 
is by Stromberg updraft and electrics are American Bosch. The 
body is quite imposing but there are delicate touches in the way 
the tops of the doors taper gently. Another uncommon feature 
is the separation of the bottom of the front mudguards from the 
running boards, thus preventing wrack of the guards as the body 
flexes on rough roads. A boot scraper is located at the front of 
each running board. Chandler had an interesting advertising idea 
in which the rear window was shaped in the form of a Chandler 
radiator badge, so people knew what was passing them. It’s a long 
job to lower the hood, so we left it up.

20 Beaded Wheels

Front profile.
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behindthewheel

Pike’s Peak motor, left side. 

Front compartment.

Behind the Wheel
Getting behind the wheel isn’t easy. 

The steering wheel is large and it sits 
well back into the driving compartment, 
the attractively tapered doors are quite 
narrow and the wind deflector gets in 
the way. Once in the car, the seating is 
comfortable but it takes a little while to 
sort out your feet as there is a tendency 
for the left foot to kick the handbrake 
lever or tread on the dipswitch if you 
move it too far forward. The accelerator 
is central between the brake and clutch 
and this takes some getting used to as my 
vintage vehicle has a modern pedal layout. 
Grant runs the car on a fixed spark so 
all you have to do to start it is push the 
concealed ignition switch and depress the 
floor mounted starter. The constant mesh 
Traffic Transmission engages with a notch 
rather than a crash, release the clutch 
and you are off. Traffic Transmission is a 
joy, there is no need to double declutch 
and you can change into second quite 
silently at about five miles per hour, from 
second to top you change at about 18 
mph. I took the car over in Kaukapakapa 
in north west Auckland and immediately 
drove up a steep and narrow sealed hill 
called Pinchgut Road. This tested the 
car’s climbing ability and I had to change 
down twice, once at about 18 mph, in 
silence and once with a notch rather than 
a crash near a hairpin bend. The steering 
is heavy at low speed but the car pulled 
strongly in second. When we descended 
Pinchgut Road I left the heavy car in 
top gear for a while to try the brakes. 
These are adequate but unspectacular, 
so with a few revs I single declutched 
down and I got a harmless notch sound.
Once back on SH16 I was able to open the 
car out a little. There is some play in the 
steering but you soon get used to it. On 
a wider road the car pulled strongly up a 
steep hill in top gear. Grant is happiest 
with the car at about 40 mph indicated, 
I feel the Stewart speedo may be a little 
pessimistic, at 45 indicated you can hear 
the engine begin to work. I was now 
getting used to the Traffic Transmission 
and made a number of completely silent 
down changes at speeds between 18 and 
27 mph. The gear lever, although not 
vertical to the floor, is quite close so you 
push and pull, rather than lift the lever. 
I found the car would pull comfortably 
in top gear from about 12 mph on a 
slight rise in the road. It would possibly 
pull from lower speeds without jerking if 
you could manually retard the spark. The 
bevelled edge in the rear window glass 

also takes a little getting used to as does 
its shape. There is a good, period external 
mirror on the right windscreen post and 
an obviously modern one inside the car.

This Chandler is a typical mid-twenties 
Yank tourer, it sits quite happily on the 
road, however I feel it would be far from 
“chuckable”. It would take a far stronger 
person than I to pull it out of a tight 
slide at any rate of speed, although the 
Traffic Transmission would get you down 
a gear in a hurry. There never were any 
shock absorbers fitted so axle tramp is 
very much apparent on corrugated metal 
roads and sometimes on rough or deterio-
rating tarseal. I was a rear seat passenger 
on the corrugated metal road and was 
bounced around.

I had a 20 or 30 mile drive of the 
car and when I got out of the drivers 
seat I found I needed to twist and turn 
just about as much as when getting in. I 
then observed Grant driving and using 
Traffic Transmission to full advantage, 
single declutch down changes were 
made at speeds in excess of 30 mph 
with few if any engine revs. There was 
only the notching noise and no protest 
from the gears, perhaps a little from 
the universals. These were origi-
nally fabric but now use a modern 
flexible disc. Try doing a no rev 
single declutch down change 
while going down a steep hill 
with a conventional crash box. It 
would be interesting to compare 
this gearbox with an early 
syncromesh.

The one significant failing of 
the car occurred during a heavy 
rain shower. Like many mid 
twenties cars the Chandler 
has a horizontally split 
windscreen. Despite a rubber 
seal rain forces its way in and 
onto the driver or front seat 
passengers legs. If you were 
in heavy rain all day the 
water would find its way 
into your crotch.

My overall impres-
sions are favourable. 
The Chandler is big and 
powerful, if not particu-
larly quick. It handles 
reasonably and like any 
Vintage period car you 
have to be aware of the 
brakes. If I could afford 
the petrol I would take it on 
a long tour tomorrow. 
Boy, do I love that gearbox. bw
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Waikato was boasting the weather 
had been fine for five days, 
autumn colours were on the 

trees, grass was growing and the stock 
looked good. Everything was ready for a 
superb rally on great roads. Sunday, rally 
day, dawned and wouldn’t you know it, rain 
was pouring down. Dear God, how could 
you do this to us? The marshals drove to 
their stations dressed for the occasion in 
Swandris, Driz-a-bone coats, Reidrubber 
gumboots and Japanese golf umbrellas 
ready to do battle with the elements as well 
as the drivers.

The event is Waikato’s number one 
Rally, run in two halves of approximately 
fifty miles each. In this case the morning’s 
run was timed, with the afternoon one 
more of a sightseeing jaunt. There were 
two Veteran cars entered so they ran with 
the Slow Vintage group. This was followed 
by a Fast Vintage group, a Slow PV group, 
a Fast PV group, then the PWVs, the P60s 
and the Commercial Group, 108 cars in 
total.

On Sunday evening over 200 people sat 
down to dinner at the Riverside Complex. 
The entertainer soon had everyone in 
a happy mood with plenty of audience 
participation, some good jokes and songs 
from some of the popular recent shows. 
The results were sorted and the prize 
giving commenced. The list was long and 
many participants were rewarded for their 
skills on a wet unpleasant day. We are 
grateful to our many sponsors for most of 
the trophies.

The Waikato Branch is grateful to all 
those who took part, to all who helped in 
any way make this weekend a success and 
especially to the plotters Ann and Hal 
O’Rourke and John and Shirley Foot who 
planned such a great run.

WAIKATO TEAM REPORT

Words Stu Clotworthy and Eric Rogers 
running in the Slow Vintage Group. 

Starting on a wet Sunday morning we 
travelled to Cambridge with the Rain-X 
working on the outside of the windscreen 
and the towels mopping up the condensa-
tion on the inside. At Riverside, Cambridge, 
marshals under brollies directed us to our 
starting positions. It was encouraging to 
see the brave souls in their Veteran cars 
lining up ahead of us. We were started at 
half minute intervals and we were tenth 
away out of the field of 108, just as the rain 
started to ease.

Just after starting, we passed two Veteran 
drivers chatting half way up a steep hill, 
they had a problem. At Dick Street we were 
having our own problems and after a hasty 
discussion we went right and had our card 
signed by the marshals, not sure whether 
we were on or off course at this stage. We 
left Cambridge and headed south alongside 
Lake Karapiro and into our speed timed 
section which changed three times before 
the morning tea stop at Arohena school.

After a 20 minute stop and a great 
morning tea we began the metal road 
section. This should have been a very 
scenic part of the rally but unfortunately 
the heavens opened up again. Lunch stop 
was at Wharepapa school and entrants 
started to feel more relaxed as this part 
of the rally was non competitive. It was 
noticeable that the older cars with large 
mudguards and running boards were a lot 
cleaner than the modern cars.

The final section headed towards 
Kihikihi and ‘hello’ here was another Dick 
Street on our right and with no argument 
from the driver this time, we cruised on 
and had our card signed by the now-frozen 
marshals. Into Te Awamutu and the start 
of the straight lining. One part was on 

a very steep hill which gave one of the 
Veterans some trouble.

Out in the country heading back to 
Cambridge we were keeping a look out 
for silent checks when we came across 
two B.S.A. checks, one on either side of 
a small bridge. Good one plotters! Back 
to Cambridge and Dick Street again. The 
driver took more convincing but did turn 
right and the card was duly signed. There 
was one street that we had not found 
all day, Bowen Street. Lo and behold, 
there it was on the left just before the 
clubrooms. Another signature and back to 
the clubrooms.

  bw  
RESULTS

Slow Vintage
1 Eric Rogers & Stu Clothworthy
2 Joe & Lorraine Bruntlett
3 Sharman & Patsy Orr
Fast Vintage
1 Glenn & Marion Morris
2 Rodger & Val Ball
3 Colin & Donna Storey
Slow Post Vintage
1 Graham & Marcia Pate
2 Arthur & Julia Muldoon
3 Godfrey & Jackie Larsen
Fast Post Vintage
1 Bob & Debbie Ballantyne
2 John & Karen Fitzwater
3 K Hawke & L A Corringe
Post War Vehicles
1 Paul & Carol Fussey
2 Robert & Glennis Braddock
3 Naomi & Brendan Arnett
Post 60 Vehicles
1 Paul & Kath Collins
2 Andy & Mary Watson
3 David & Jill Phillips
Commercial Vehicles
1 Peter & Lorraine Crowther
2 J Scott & K Cole
3 Phil Menzies & Gai
Overall Winner
Glenn & Marion Morris

WAIKATO 

Double Fifty Rally
Words and photos Don Norman

Les & Lesley Webster in their newly restored 1915 Ford Model  T toRod and Austin Rattray from Waikato, 1929 Austin 7.

bw282.indd   22bw282.indd   22 10/10/2007   12:25:28 PM10/10/2007   12:25:28 PM



 Beaded Wheels 23

The plotters, Ann and Hal O’RourkeJim Scott & Kevin Cole from North Shore, 1958 Ford Zephyr ute. Waikato Branch President Les Webster with his 
wife Lesley

Doug & Doreen Green from Rotorua, 1929 Graham-Paige.odel  T towncar.
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The Chandler Six 
and its records and why they 

were made

Some time ago Beaded Wheels received a copy of the small 

booklet “The Chandler Six and its Records, and Why They were 

Made.” from the late Auckland branch member R L Miell. 

The book details a journey, undertaken by Mr W S Miller, the 

Auckland sales agent, George Smith and G Campbell, from 

Auckland to Bluff intended as a demonstration of the Chandler’s 

reliability. The original text is reproduced here in full.

Reliability in a motor car counts 
more than all else. Car makers 
know this. That’s why they are so 

ready to point to tests and records made 
by their particular brand of car. We, like 
them, realise the paramount importance 
of reliability. Now, tests are all very well: 
but we submit that tests made under ideal 
conditions, or under conditions unknown 
to New Zealanders, with a special car, with 
special gear ratios, and in another country, 
have no practical value to New Zealand 
motorists.

As New Zealand agents for the Chandler 
Six, we knew its merits. We knew it was 
essentially reliable, not merely in the 
engine, but in every part, down to the 
smallest bolt and nut. We determined that 
Chandler reliability should be proved up to 
the hilt here in New Zealand.

It was to be proved by a real test. 
“What one Chandler can do, each and 
every Chandler will do,” claim the makers. 
Well, we would take a car haphazard from 
stock. There was to be no special selection. 
Nor would we have a professional racing 
motorist to put up speed records. It was 
to be a reliability test of the standard 
Chandler Six.

With Mr W. S. Miller, of Khyber Pass, 
the Auckland sales agent, we arranged that 
the test should be run from Auckland to 
the Bluff, a road distance of 1,175 miles. Mr 
Miller agreed to make the trip, accompa-
nied by his mechanic, Mr George Smith, 
and by such guides, time keepers, and 
observers as would be necessary on the 
different sections of the route.

The test was begun on 
February 13th. It created Dominion-wide 

interest. Results were as we had expected. 
The car completed the double run in 
perfect order, and, though not engaged in 
a speed test, put up a triple speed record for 
New Zealand. 

The story of this record trip makes 
exciting reading. It is a tale of personal 
courage, rare nerve and endurance; and it 
shows forth the Chandler Six as a marvel 
of the highest engineering skill – of a class 
apart.

The description of the Auckland-
Wellington run is best told in the graphic 
words of Mr George Campbell, of the 
Campbell Motor Company, Customs 
Street, Auckland. Mr Campbell, with rare 
sportsmanship, acted as timekeeper and 
observer on this part of the long trip. 
He also took the wheel over a section 
with which he was familiar. Retailing his 

experiences, Mr Campbell said:-
“The start on the Auckland - Wellington 

trip was made from opposite the Auckland 
Post office at 3 a.m., the time being checked 
by Mr G. W. Hutchison, secretary of the 
Auckland Automobile Association. At 
first we went cautiously. Several other cars 
followed, but when we put on speed we 
soon left them. Near Newmarket there is 
a little hillock on the tram track. When 
we came to that the car left the road, and 
we traversed about fifteen yards before she 

came to earth again. We noticed here that 
our tyres were too narrow for a car travelling 
at such a speed as we were doing. We should 
have had 125mm tyres instead of 4inch 
treads. At high speeds the 4inch tread does 
not give sufficient bearing surface. One-half 
the times the car hit the road there was a 
side skid due to this cause. Soon, however, 
the speed wore a square edge on the tyre, 
which gave better bearing.

“My job was to keep the time. We 
reached Otahuhu in 12 minutes. The car 
simply flew over Razorback. We changed 
gears once going by an awkward corner 
near the creamery. ‘Billy’ (Mr Miller) was 
driving. We flew down-hill. I said to him 
“Are your brakes all right?” He replied. 
“Yes, but I’m not using them.” The hubs 
were brushing the banks and the car simply 
dropped down the hill. The sensation was 
like a seaplane dropping 1,000 ft and then 
flattening out to Kohimarama Bay. At first 
I sat like an ordinary passenger, but soon 
found I had to hold on for dear life. Papers 
and things were disappearing at the back 
of the car. We had to stop for Smith’s bag, 
which went overboard. Its contents were 
strewn over the road - razors, shirts tooth-
brush etc. We gathered them up in one 
bundle, put them in the bag, and replaced 
the bag in the car, but before we reached 
Wellington its contents, one by one, had 
again hopped over the back of the car. 
Smith had hardly anything left when we 
arrived. We did Mercer in 1 hour 1 minute, 
arriving opposite the Post Office at 4.1 am. 
We hardly met anyone up to Mercer.

From Mercer to Huntly and over the 
Rangiriri we drove through a fog. The 
spotlights on the windshield were turned 
round by the wind, although they had 

We flew down-hill. I said to him “Are 

your brakes all right?” He replied. 

“Yes, but I’m not using them.”
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seemed immovable. We just cleaned up 
rabbits. They were unable to move before 
we were on them. On the best parts of the 
road from Auckland to Hamilton we were 
doing 50 miles an hour. We ran right into 
a bank of fog, where we could not see more 
than 10ft ahead. However, it was very early 
in the morning, and ‘Billy’ did not reduce 
the speed. The car and everything on it 
and in it had a frosted appearance. On the 
bad portions of the road we could feel the 
differential tearing along the surface of the 
ridges when the wheels were in the ruts. I 
said to ‘Billy’: “You will leave the back axle 
on the road if you are not very careful.”

When we went over the Rangiriri I 
missed a hundred heart-beats. From 
Rangiriri to Huntly the road was like a 
washboard. The car was jumping a dozen 
ridges at a time, leaping three or four feet 
in the air. I said to ‘Billy’: “Just go steady.” 
I was hoping the springs would go bung. I 
thought, “If this thing breaks the springs 
we shall be very lucky, for then we shall not 
be able to go any farther.” But she did not 
break a thing. On one occasion there was 
a particularly nasty bump, and as the car 
leapt into the air I thought to myself. “This 
car will break every spring it has.” When 
she was in the air the engine roared like 
the racing engine of a boat whose screw is 
out of the water. I fully expected that the 
engine would break off the lugs which held 
it to the frame. An engine weighs some 
hundreds of pounds, and when a car travel-
ling at 50 miles an hour jumps into the air 
you expect the engine to fall through the 
frame as the car strikes the ground. We 
reached Hamilton at 6.26 ½ am., having 
taken 2 hours 26 ½ minutes to do this part 
of the journey.

In calculating the distance from 
Hamilton to Te Kuiti we had made a 
mistake, calling it 41 miles when it was 
54. After Hamilton we had no fog. The 
road was undulating. It reminded me of 
the switchbacks at Earl’s Court, London. 
Our hearts were in our mouths when the 
car was on the high portions, and down 
in our boots on the low. Such a road is 
not made for speeding but ‘Billy’ never 
relaxed the pace, and we swung into Te 
Kuiti at 6.55am. At Te Kuiti the car was 
very warm and ‘Billy’ agreed to fill up with 
water. We discovered the fan belt broken. 
‘Billy’ started to mend it while I went to 
Morgan’s hotel to ask the proprietor to send 
some telegrams. I wanted to say goodbye to 
my wife in case I should never get back! 
The car took half a gallon of water. We 
found that the fan belt had not kept in 
position because either it was not square or 
it overlapped. We lost 20 minutes fixing it. 
The engine was not stopped except just for 
a moment while we slipped on the belt.

Here I took the wheel, because I knew 
the road to Waitara. I already had the 

wind up, but ‘Billy’ 
had set the pace. 
I could do nothing 
else but follow 
the lead. I knew I 
had before me the 
worst road in the 
world, the road 
to Taumatamairi 
Hill. I have been 
over 45,000 miles 
of Russian and 
other European 
roads, but I never 
struck anything 
like that so far as 
main roads are concerned. Taumatamairi 
and Mount Messenger are recognised as 
the motorists’ nightmare. We flew over Te 
Kuiti Hill on top gear, although it is known 
as a steep hill for top-gear travel. It is also 
1½ miles long. On the other side there is a 
sheer drop of one mile. I took risks I had 
never dreamed I ever should take. I was not 
in a position to take risks, having a wife 
and three children, but I did not know that 
the stunt was going to be so hair-raising. 
However, after what ‘Billy’ had been doing 
from Auckland to Te Kuiti, it would look as 
if I had the wind up if I did not keep up the 
speed, so I put my foot down on the accel-
erator, the same as he did, and promptly 
forgot it was there.

From there on the road was not bad 
through Pio Pio. It has been built up, and 
we averaged 55 miles an hour. We were 9 
minutes ahead of schedule at Te Kuiti. We 
were due there at 7.4 and we got there at 
6.55. “Now,” I thought, “if we get behind 
with my driving it will look very bad, 
especially with my being with a competing 
firm.” There was no real road. It was more 
like a bullock track. The country is thin 
limestone, which breaks away in slabs. For 
the next 25 miles we averaged 50 miles an 
hour, but from there on we had to reduce 
to 35miles an hour until we struck Stony 
Creek, which had about 2ft of water in it 
and pebbles and boulders about six inches 
high. Just before we reached Stony Creek 
the car struck something. She leapt in the 
air. When she struck the ground again she 
hit the limestone edge on the roadside and 
the side was cut right out of a back tyre. 
The rim was bent. We made no comments; 
we simply did the tasks we had allotted 
ourselves before starting. I jacked the car 
up. Miller took the spare tyre off; ‘George’ 
(Mr Smith) started the back rim off: 
‘George’ put the tyre on. ‘Billy’ strapped 
the bent rim on the back and I started 
to let the jack down. Then I jumped into 
the wheel seat. We rushed at Stony Creek 
at 30miles an hour. At that speed the 
car took practically no water. Then we 
struck the 7-mile climb up Taumatamairi. 
I dropped into second gear, as I knew the 

road was in a shocking condition. I had 
been over it only a fortnight before. It was 
worse than usual, and I never expected 
the big ends would be there when we got 
to the top, for ‘Billy’ discovered when we 
changed the back tyre that the fan belt 
was done. We averaged 30 to 35miles an 
hour going to the top in second gear. The 
car sounded like an express going over a 
bad line. At the top of the hill we came 
to four horses. Three jumped to the side of 
the road, but one took to his heels in front. 
He galloped all the four miles down the 
hill. We were averaging 35miles an hour. 
The horse had 100 yards start. Sometimes 
we got just behind him; then he would get 
ahead again. He did not stop at the corners 
in the road, and he leaned to one side 
like a motorcyclist as he took the bends. 
On one side of him was hill, on the other 
cliff, and he had no alternative but to keep 
going. When he got to the bottom of the 
hill he was able to leave the road. When 
we passed him he was done. His sides were 
going like a concertina, and ‘Billy’ said: 
“If we could get him on the Auckland 
racecourse we would have a sure winner.”

In some parts the sides of the hill are 
held up by old telegraph poles. The hillsides 
are of clay, and they have a tendency to slip. 
The telegraph poles are put there to bind 
the clay. On the other side of the road there 
is a sheer drop, hundreds of feet. We struck 
one of these telegraph poles and knocked 
it across the road. ‘Billy’ reckoned that for 
a hundred yards there was only 3/8 inch 
margin holding us on the road. Cattle at the 
bottom looked like sheep. We side-skidded. 
We could smell the rubber burning. The car 
slid back and ran into the water-table for a 
time. Our hearts stopped beating. I suppose 
the whole affair lasted ten seconds, but I 
was thinking pretty quickly.

We struck a good road from Awakino 
to Mokau. Here we came to sea sand. 
A car will skid in sea sand worse than 
anything else. There was a nasty corner 
with a sea sand surface, but we got round 
all right. At Mokau we rushed the car 
straight on the punt - it had been reserved 
for us. Our lamps and mudguard jammed 
against a plank at the end of the punt. It 
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took 35 minutes to get across. Everybody 
from Mokau turned out to see us. The 
mail carrier from Mokau to Waitara said 
we couldn’t get to New Plymouth under 
2 1/2 hours. Our schedule gave us an 
hour and eight minutes. We filled the car 
with benzine and water. The fan belt was 
completely done, and we had come from 
Te Kuiti with the fan not working. The 
engine was wonderfully cool. When we 
got on the high road again we smacked 
along towards Mt. Messenger. Teams of 
bullocks had cut the road up terribly. There 
is a tunnel at the summit of Mt. Messenger 
about 25 yards long and big enough to 
admit a coach. Going through with the 
exhaust open was enough to frighten one 
and to make one expect the tunnel would 
be pulled in by the suction and the 
row. We met several horsemen. I said 
to ‘Billy’; “Make no mistake about 
thanking these chaps for getting off 
the road. We might break down, and 
then they won’t kill us.” ‘Billy’ would 
sing out, “Thank you, Sir,” and they 
would give us looks enough to freeze 
us. Going down the other side of 
Mt. Messenger is considered one of 
the worst descents in New Zealand. 
There are such terrible bends. You 
can hardly see 25 yards ahead at 
any part. Half-way down we met a mob of 
cattle, the first we had encountered. When 
we had passed them we got into high gear 
again and smacked her up all the way to 
Waitara.

I did not feel equal to taking the car 
through Taranaki. In any case my job 
was that of observer and I asked ‘Billy’ to 
take the wheel again. ‘Billy’ said: “Now 
‘Smithy,’ you take it.” ‘Smithy’ changed 
seats with me. 

We decided to go through Eltham 
instead of New Plymouth as we had origi-
nally intended. Eltham was 48 miles farther 
on than New Plymouth. We had the bad 
luck to strike the wrong road and we 
landed up in a farmer’s back yard. This lost 
us four miles. He directed us to the main 
road, and we got into Eltham about 12.30. 

The road through Stratford and Inglewood 
was good, and we were three-quarters of 
an hour ahead of time owing to going by 
the Eltham route. We were three-quarters 
of an hour behind the time at which we 
should have arrived at New Plymouth. We 
filled up with benzine and oil at Wilson’s 
garage. Wilson was very good to us, and 
the mechanic tried to fix the fan belt. It 
only lasted, however, about five minutes. 
We had time to have a drink and a cool 
off. Just outside Eltham we struck a place 
where the road had been repaired with tar 
and sand, and when we got over that patch 
the windshield, the mudguards, our arms 
and faces were covered in tar. However, we 
got to Hawera.

Between Hawera and Wanganui we 

averaged 55 to 60 miles an hour. We pulled 
up at the Wanganui Post Office. More 
water was put in the car, and Smith looked 
her over. Everything was well. We had a 
few minutes to spare, and we quenched 
our thirst. We had nothing to eat. We 
left Wanganui at 3.5pm. One of the tyres 
ran flat and we had to change it. Sanson 
was our next call. The car had been very 
warm from Wanganui and we were getting 
concerned. I suggested we put in more 
oil, and we stopped in front of the hotel. 
All the town turned out: they could hear 
us coming through the gorges, the sound 
being like an express train. We took more 
water and then moved off again. We had 
130 miles to go, and were half an hour 
ahead of time.

From Sanson to Foxton the road runs 
parallel with the railway for 21 miles. It is 
a metal road bound with clay. A cloud of 
dust rose from the front wheels! ‘Billy’ said 
we would leave a trail which no one would 
be able to follow in better time. I knew the 
tyres were getting pretty bad and benzine 
and oil low. I kept listening for the knock 
which did not come. The road, after going 
straight for a good distance, turns sharply. 
‘Billy’ did not see the turn till we were right 
on it. We were going 55 miles an hour. It 
was no use trying to get on the turn. The 
best thing was to jump the railway line and 
the embankment which is about two or 
three feet high between the line and the 
road. I thought, “This is the end of things 
this time.” I lay on my stomach with my 

feet against the back of the car and 
my head between the two men in 
front. I thought it was the finish. The 
car hit the railway line slightly at an 
angle. The off-side wheel struck it 
first. The railway line was about 18 
inches from the embankment. The 
car shot into the air, jumped the line, 
and landed on the road. She burst 
both back tyres, slid across the road, 
and jumped back on the embank-
ment. I wanted to get a photo, but 
‘Billy’ said, “Let’s have a look at the 

car.” I said, “Look at the engine, I bet she’s 
broken every lug.”

Smith had a look at her, the engine 
was still running. I looked at the chassis, 
crawled under the car had a look at the 
torque rod. I said, “There does not seem 
to be anything wrong with it.” ‘Billy’ said, 
“All right, we will stick these old tyres on 
again,” meaning the one we took off near 
Stony creek and the other we changed near 
Sanson. We stuck on these tyres again, 
putting in the only two new tubes and our 
last lot of oil. I touched the magneto - it 
was almost red hot. I told Billy. He said, 
“Never mind; let her go.” I poured oil in 
the three holes of the magneto, where, 
ordinarily, one is supposed to put drops. I 
thought something had to be done. The 
ball races in the magneto were running dry. 

The best thing was to jump the railway line and the 

embankment which is about two or three feet high 

between the line and the road. I thought, “This is the 

end of things this time.” I lay on my stomach with 

my feet against the back of the car and my head 

between the two men in front. 

bw282.indd   26bw282.indd   26 10/10/2007   12:25:35 PM10/10/2007   12:25:35 PM



 Beaded Wheels 27

That’s how I accounted for the magneto 
becoming so hot. When we took off the 
tyres the valves dropped in pieces. We had 
to take bits of valve from inside the cover. 
One of the tyres we put on was down to 
the canvas. We got some water from a 
house near. When we were ready for the 
road again, we all had a look at the worn 
tyre, and we all thought, “Can the car do 
it? Sixty-five miles to Wellington, this a 
tyre down to the canvas.”

‘Billy’ took the wheel again. Before 
this mishap we were 30 minutes ahead of 
schedule. Now we were 5 minutes behind, 
with at least 30 miles of the worst hill 
climbing to do through Paekakariki. ‘Billy’ 
put her up to 55 miles an hour. Near 
Waikanae we saw a six-cylinder Buick half 
a mile ahead. The driver was evidently 
trying to catch a train. We caught him 
up. He was doing 45 miles an hour. Just 
as we were going to pass him he shot into 
the railway yards. Whether he did this 
purposely, or to get out of our way, I do 
not know. We were in a mess from his dust 
cloud. My eyes were bloodshot. We stopped 
at a creek for water when we had 40 miles to 
go. We flew up Paekakariki Hill, finishing 
the last half on top gear. You could hear 
the car screaming like an express. I think 
something possessed ‘Billy’.

The people in Paekakariki could hear us 
coming from the mountains, and everyone 
was there to see us. For ten miles after 
passing the top of Paekakariki towards 
Johnsonville, there is a fence on one side 
of the road and hillside on the other. The 
fence must have been scorched! We missed 
the road at Johnsonville owing to inter-
secting streets, but after about 50 yards we 
were put on the right road.

We struck the Hutt Road at 7.2 pm. 
and pulled into Wellington. None of us 
knew Wellington well. I only had an 
idea of where the post office was. I said 
“I think it is straight ahead.” We kept 
going and got on to the wharf. Then 
we saw the post office clock and we got 
round through the crowd. Mrs Miller was 
there, also Messrs Stanton and Evans 
(Wellington agents for the Chandler 
car,) newspaper representatives, and the 
post office officials in their shirt sleeves. 
We were met by the secretary of the 
Wellington Automobile Club, and I got 
the telegram in at 7.8 pm announcing 
our arrival. We had quite a reception in 
Wellington. 

Commenting on the behaviour of the 
car, Mr Campbell said the back springs 
were a bit out of line. That was nothing. 
He questioned whether any other type of 
springs would have stood the journey. He 
did not know how the aluminium base 
had not broken. There could not have 
been a great deal of water. They filled 

the car up and she ran in Wellington as 
sweet as ever. The next day, when Stanton 
and Evans’ men had cleaned off the tar, 
the car looked no worse than when it left 
Auckland. There was nothing wrong with 
it, and he would as soon buy it as one in 
Miller’s show rooms. He would not do the 
trip again for all the motor cars or anything 
there was in Auckland on wheels. They 
beat the express by four hours, and did 50 
miles further into the bargain! Nobody 
could tell him that Friday and the 13th of 
the month was not a lucky day, for that was 
the day they did the trip.

Mr Campbell summarised the time lost 
on the trip as follows:-20 minutes with fan 
belt at Te Kuiti; 35 minutes crossing Mokau 
River; 12 minutes filling up at Eltham; 10 
minutes sending telegrams at Wanganui, 
and lunch; 35 minutes Foxton mishap; 
10 minutes tyre burst Stony Creek, and 
stoppages for water etc.

The run through the South Island.
The story of W. S. Miller’s South Island 

end-to-end record is not perhaps as exciting 
as the account of the North Island run, but 
it is equally interesting. The Auckland-
Wellington record was made on February 
13th in 16 hours 8 minutes, actual running 
time 14 hours 6 minutes; and the Picton-
Bluff record in 20 hours, actual running 
time 17 hours 40 minutes, on February 
17th. Both trips were made in the same 
Chandler Six, the latter trip starting as 
soon as a boat was available to Picton. Mr 
Geo. Campbell, of the Campbell Motor 
Company, Auckland was not able to make 
the second journey, but Mr Miller had the 
continued company of Mr Geo. Smith . 
Two new tyres were placed on the back 

wheels of the car before leaving Wellington 
on February 16th.

When the ferry arrived at Picton about 
7 p.m., some excitement was caused by the 
aviator caps Mr Miller and Mr Smith were 
wearing and by the huge letters in which 
“CHANDLER SIX” was painted on the 
side of the car.

The Mayor of Picton, Mr Geo. Riddell, 
in response to a telegram, had wired his 
willingness to witness the start of the trip. 
He is an enthusiastic motorist, and offered 
every hospitality to the record-breakers. 

The start was made at 3 a.m. Even at 
that hour a knot of spectators assembled, 
including Mr A H Scott, a prominent 
Picton resident. Promptly at three, the car 
left from opposite the Post Office, the time 
being checked by the Mayor. Neither Mr 
Miller nor Mr Smith knew the roads, and 
they were accompanied to Christchurch by 
Mr Tom Butt as guide.

The road surface outside of Picton was 
found to be fairly good, but the many 
awkward bends between Picton and 
Blenheim made really rapid travel difficult. 
About 35 miles an hour was averaged.

The services of Mr Campbell as 
timekeeper were very much missed, and 
no record was kept of the exact times of 
reaching the various towns on the route.

Deep water races were encountered 
near Kaikoura, and the benzine tank was 
punctured in two places by flying stones. 
The car was stopped and the leaks repaired 
with twigs. Bumping through the water 
races also broke the spare wheel carrier, 
which was loaded with two spare rims and 
tyres. This was fixed up by altering the 
arrangement of the straps. Soon after this 
experience, the car went through a creek. 
It skidded among trees which lined the 
roadside, and there was a sharp ducking of 
heads. Tom Butt got the shock of his life, 
but, being an old hand at the game, soon 
adapted himself to the conditions.

The road from Kaikoura follows the 
coast for a good distance. Bends, creeks 
and loose stones make heavy going. As the 
road struck inland, its surface improved. 
The car rushed along until within 20 miles 
of Kaiapoi, when traffic began to increase. 
So far, little traffic had been met.

Going over a dry riverbed about half 
a mile in width was a trying experience. 
After two particularly bad bumps, Smith, 
who was sitting in the back holding to two 
pieces of rope, was flung head foremost 
between Miller and the guide. His head 
struck the floor-board. He was still holding 
to the pieces of rope. The car was stopped, 
but there was no casualty. Smith resumed 
his seat and the party “carried on,” but 
not before Smith had given vent to his 
feelings. From Kaiapoi several lots of cattle 
compelled slow going.
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Disappointment was waiting at Christchurch. Owing to a 
confusion of telegrams, there was no guide ready, and no benzine. 
Tom Butt did not know any more of the road and in any case he 
had had plenty! Much time was lost securing benzine and filling 
up with oil and water. On this trip the fan belt was working, and 
it was noticed that much less water was required. The engine was 
running with perfect smoothness.

Finally the journey was resumed without a guide. Between 
Christchurch and Ashburton the motorists lost their way several 
times. There are so many roads on the Canterbury Plains and the 
houses are so scattered that it is easy to lose direction. In places 
the main road looks the worst of the lot. The motorists went at 
least 40 miles out of their way. They found the road between 
Christchurch and Ashburton was worse than they had expected. 
It is level but there is a great deal of loose metal.

The car was delayed at the Rakaia River bridge, which is a 
mile long. Mobs of sheep were another trouble. Some mobs were 
a mile long, and the sheep were so tired that Miller had to assist 
the drovers to lift sheep bodily out of the way. The sheep drovers 
showed much consideration and gave every help. Just before 
reaching Ashburton, a back tyre was punctured and a new tube 
was put in.

Between Ashburton and Timaru the road is good. The car did 
about 60 miles an hour in the best places, but bridged water races 
were a hindrance to continuous speed. Rubble is loosely shovelled 
at the bridge approaches, and the width of the bridges does not 
allow much room on each side of the car. It was found safer to 
rush through the water. There were 13 railway crossings, and 105 
bridges and water-courses between Christchurch and Timaru, a 
distance of 120 miles!

From Timaru good time was made to Oamaru. Then oil was 
taken in. No stops were made for meals, the motorists contenting 
themselves with occasional sandwiches.

Shortly after leaving Oamaru, they nearly ended their motoring 
careers! The car was going along at 40 miles an hour. Ahead was 
a river bridge at the top of a little rise. The sides of the bridge 
could be seen. Everything seemed clear. No need to slacken speed, 
so the car forged merrily ahead. Within two car lengths of the 
bridge, the motorists saw the heads of two workmen pop up in the 
middle of the track - the bridge had been stripped of decking for 
ten or a dozen yards! The car was pulled up within a few inches of 
the bridge. When everybody had regained their breath, Mr Miller 
was directed to ford the river further down. This caused another 
delay.

Twice the radiator was stopped up by the bodies of bees and 
moths and the engine became hot. Stops were made to clear the 
radiator, and to clean the wind screen, which was stained with the 
blood of birds that had been struck in their flight. There were also 
two punctures on the Timaru - Dunedin stretch.

Mounting the Kilmog Hills, the car ran into banks of evening 
mist. In Dunedin the tank was filled with benzine. It was not 
necessary to take in water. Going was fairly good to Gore, 
although an awkward approach to the bridge over the Taieri River 
compelled a reduction in speed. Evening mists again troubled the 
party near Balclutha, and going was slow. There was good travel-
ling to Invercargill, but twice the wrong direction was taken. In 
one case the car had been driven in a circle, rejoining the road at 
the place where direction had been lost.

Half an hour before getting to Bluff there was another puncture. 
The travellers were so weary that it took three times as long to 
change the tube as would ordinarily have been the case.

Frequent stops had to be made for enquiries. Bluff was reached 
at 11 pm, just as the lights of the town went out. Mr A. E. 
Fordham, the postmaster, was waiting to check the time. He found 
the motorists accommodation, and afterwards did all possible to 
make their stay in Bluff very pleasant.

George Miller was questioned as to the condition of the car. 
He said it was all right. No special examination was made at Bluff, 
or was considered necessary. After resting a day, he started for 
Auckland in the same car by the same route, carrying three extra 
passengers.

Speaking on the difficulties met with from Christchurch 
to Bluff, Mr Miller said he could have done the Picton-Bluff 
in 16 hours had he had a guide all the way. The distance from 
Christchurch to Dunedin was covered in under six hours. There 
were more stops, and they lost their way more often between 
Christchurch and Dunedin than in the rest of the journey from 
Auckland to Bluff. South Island roads were infinitely superior 
to those in the North Island. They were a revelation after the 
“bullock tracks” that North Island motorists had to put up with.

The Car in Auckland
Most of the photographs illustrating the booklet were taken on 

the return journey, which was completed in the leisurely time of 
10 days. No trouble was experienced. On arrival in Auckland, the 
car was placed on exhibition in Mr. Miller’s Garage. It attracted 
much attention, especilly among car owners, some of whom drove 
a good many miles to see the Chandler Car which made three 
records in one trip.

Car specifications
Weight – Touring car or roadster, 2985 pounds, equipped
Wheel Base – 123 inches 10 inches road clearance.
Wheels – Artillery type 33 x 4, fitted with Firestone Straight Side Demountable 
Rims
Tyres – 33 x 4 Touring Car, Roadster, and Dispatch. 34 x 4 ½ on Sedan, Coupe, 
and Limousine. Non-skid on rear.
Motor – Bore, 3 ½ inches, stroke, 5 inches. “L” head type. Cylinders cast in two 
blocks. Valves enclosed. Combination intake and exhaust manifold. Silent chain 
drive for cam, pump, and magneto shafts. Chains are enclosed in oil-tight case 
and run in constant shower of oil. Extra large bearings throughout. SAE rating, 
29.4 horsepower.
Oiling – Oil pump is driven by cam shaft and can be quickly removed for 
inspection or cleaning. Oil is pumped directly to the main bearings and 
through leads to every working part. Individual oil trough under each 
connecting rod, into which the rod dips at every revolution, automatically 
maintains constant oil level, insuring proper lubrication.
Ignition – Bosch High-Tension Magneto
Cooling – By centrifugal pump, cellular radiator and adjustable belt-driven self-
oiling fan
Self-starter – Separate Electric starter
Lighting – Separate electric Generator with large Prestolite Storage Battery, 
single-wire system and automatic switches. Double bulbs in front lights. Tail 
lamp in combination with license bracket
Clutch – The clutch is of the disc type. The centre control lever and foot control 
pedal are mounted in unit with the transmission and clutch case.
Transmission – Three speeds and reverse. Nickel steel gears and shafts 
mounted on ball bearings
Control – Right-side drive, centre control. Control levers most conveniently 
arranged for driver
Propeller Shaft – Fitted with double universal joints
Torque Arm – Of triangular pressed steel construction fitted with spring buffer 
and ball and socket joint on the forward end.
Rear Axle – Full floating type, spiral bevel nickel steel gears, ball bearings 
throughout
Brakes – Internal expanding and external contracting brakes faced with special 
heat-proof friction material, fitted with equalizes and very simple in adjustment
Springs – Semi-elliptic rear, semi-elliptic front. All eyes fitted with bronze 
bushings and oil cups
Steering gear – Worm and sector steering gear fitted with 18inch polished 
walnut wheel. Steering post rigidly anchored to body. Splendid provision for 
adjustment for wear and for lubrication of all steering gear parts.
Gasoline System – large gasoline tank suspended in the rear. Stewart Vacuum 
system
Fenders – Full crown fenders
Upholstering 10 and 12 inch cushions, long grain, bright finish, high-grade 
hand-buffed leather.
Windshield – Adjustable for rain vision, clear vision, or ventilation

bw282.indd   28bw282.indd   28 10/10/2007   12:25:37 PM10/10/2007   12:25:37 PM



 Beaded Wheels 29

While not exactly a motor-vehicle, 
Bryan and Lyn Thomas’ new acquisition of 
which they are justifiably proud, is certainly 
Veteran; a genuine Boneshaker bicycle 
estimated to have been made no later than 
1868. By a set of happy circumstances Bryan 
discovered that this delightful machine was 
coming up for auction in Auckland and 
arranged for a member of his family to bid 
on his behalf. With what appears to be 
original paintwork on the frame, Bryan 
intends to do no more than fix a few 
mechanical imperfections and anchor a few 
wayward wooden spokes. Bryan and Lyn 
also own an original Ordinary, colloquially 
known as a penny-farthing, which Bryan 
considers it prudent not to attempt to 
ride any more, considering that down-hill 
they are capable of overtaking a modern 
car. Little wonder that someone invented 
the safety bicycle. More recently a child’s 
Ordinary has joined the collection.

Veteran cars (and others) have been 
known to stall at intersections, which is 
always embarrassing, so this little gem 
from the Queensland Veteran magazine is 
apt - “There is no scientific evidence that 
a stalled car can be started by the driver of 
the car behind blowing his horn.”

During Wanganui’s Annual Rally in 
June Ian and Fay Chamberlain’s 1917 
Buick coughed to a stop. No amount of 
fiddling would get it to run properly so 
they suffered the ignominy of being towed 
behind their own ute. On the long haul 
back to Wanganui a young wally actually 
drove between the two cars, breaking the 
tow rope, fortunately for all concerned 
- but that’s only part of the long saga. 
The diagnosis the next morning, showed 
a carburettor jet had unscrewed and gone 
through the engine.

The low compression on one cylinder 
of Roy Benton’s Alldays was found to be 
caused by a split piston. New aluminium 
pistons have now been fitted, Roy reports 
that the difference is unbelievable.

Anthony Wilson called in recently with 
some bonnet handles and other fittings 
for the Calcott to be cast by the lost 
wax process. I took him along to Eddie 
Searancke in Feilding, a hobby worker who 
turns out a very good article at reasonable 
prices.

At Manawatu’s club night in July, 
John Callesen announced that both Ron 
Carey’s Stoddard-Dayton from Canada and 
Frank Taliafero’s Cadillac Town Car from 
California are completely stripped in John’s 
workshop receiving much-needed surgery. 
Both cars are entered for the National 

Veteran Rally and the Parliamentary Tour 
so by now they should be on the way 
to being rebuilt to the high standard we 
have come to expect from John. Branch 
chairman, Alan Hardacre, has seemingly 
been bitten by the Veteran bug and is 
muttering about working on John’s Veteran 
Dodge as a joint project.

We hear that up in Auckland Arrol 
Johnston enthusiast Noel Marsh has nearly 
completed the 1904 TT model, of which 
there is only one other known, but is 
desperately seeking a gearbox. Will this 
re-creation be a similar beast to Anne 
Thompson’s 1906 GP Darracq which was 
so well received and feted in Europe in 
June? While on that subject, apparently 
it took little persuasion by Tony Haycock 
to convince Anne and Wallace that the 
Darracq should do the Peking to Paris re-
enactment next year. That has to be the 
ultimate motoring adventure. 

From the grapevine, well more truth-
fully Dripfeed, comes the news that the 
said Tony Haycock was contemplating 
buying a 1916 Peugeot on returning home 
from leading the GP Darracq “supporters’ 
club” around Europe. No doubt the deed 
will have been completed by now and 
no doubt the machine will be sufficiently 
lusty to satisfy Tony’s needs.

James Welch rang from Auckland to 
say that, having found an engineer who is 
actually interested in working on his 1905 
V-twin Riley, the project is “coming along 
in leaps and bounds.” When completed 
in time for the National Veteran Rally, 
this will be the only mobile example of 
this extremely rare model. A wonderfully 
original example, complete with original 
paint and original mud under the guards, 
has been in a museum in UK since 1930, 
while another in UK has been laid up with 
cracked barrels for 30 years. 

Also in the South Island Gary and 
Leonie Young gained Otago’s Restoration 
of the Year award for their 1917 Ford T 
roadster pickup. This fine restoration was 
completed in time for the Vero rally after 
being brought home as a trailer load of 
rusty parts from a farm near Raes Junction. 
There are some rare vehicles lurking in 
the Ashburton Branch. Featured recently 
in Blowout have been Clem McLachlan’s 
1911 New Pick. From a pile of bits gathered 
together in 1959, this pretty little roadster 
was completed in 1996 and is one of 
a handful of New Picks known in the 
world, including another restored example 
in New Zealand and one under restora-
tion in Christchurch. The 1912 Kynoch 
motorcycle which Tom Pearson’s father 

Sounding the Brass
Text Rob Knight

Words and photo Mike Brown

Lorraine and I have just returned from a very wet 

but enjoyable steam fair in Huntly and Ngaruawahia, 

where the mighty Waikato river meets the 

Waipa river, forming a great area for steam boats as 

well as “wheels”!!

As it was the first outing for the White under its own 
steam, we were delighted with its performance and 
enjoyed giving rides to the special few. Reports of 
a strange horseless carriage seen on the streets of 
Huntly and Ngaruawahia are totally denied! The 
Stanhope was bought by Mr George F Lemmon 
secondhand in 1903. He was a market gardener 
living in Paraiti, inland from Napier. I visited his son, 
Les Lemmon, soon after finding the first pieces of 
the car. He told me how his father used to speed 
past the local school so as to avoid the children 
who would run out and hang onto the rear for a 
ride! In those days it was almost a three-hour drive 
on rough country tracks around a bay to get to 
Napier, but after the great earthquake in 1931 very 
large areas of land rose above sea level, so now it 
is but twenty minutes drive to that same region. 
Mr G Lemmon prospered and went on to purchase 
a large Austin, a 1908 Daimler and later, a Napier 
car and others. Many of those cars are still in the 
small Lemmon family museum. I know of at least 
five Whites that came to New Zealand: a 1904 of 
which I have a few parts, a 1906 of which very little 
remains, a 1908 in the Southward car museum, 
and the 1908 of Mr Ross Jones. There was never a 
White agent in New Zealand, so all these cars were 
brought in privately or with immigrants. There 
was a Locomobile agent in Auckland so there were 
more Locomobiles about. A few Stanleys also found 
their way here. Today we have at least 16 steamers 
throughout the country. It is about time we formed 
a club!
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good article for a future issue 
and we are now actively seeking more contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will win a coveted limited 
edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a computer (any common 
word-processing program is okay) and they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 
13140, Christchurch or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a minimum four mega pixel 
digital camera set at a high resolution. Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea 
for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson , 
Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
hm 03 385 9821, wk 029 236 3796 (leave your name/number if engaged) 
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are John Neill and Poko Blomfield 

Congratulations and thanks for your contribution. 

Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels cap!

had previously owned is even rarer, with 
one in Australia and possibly an earlier 
example known in UK. The name Kynoch 
is remembered as being associated with 
ammunition. Each of these machines is 
worthy of a full article in this magazine. 
Less rare, but no less worthy, is the 1915 
Studebaker being worked on in Ashburton 
by Percy Ralston. John Chynoweth 
of Waimate is uncertain of details but 
reports that a branch member has recently 
purchased a Wolseley of about 1909.

Activity is hotting up in Warkworth. 
Both Wilbur Brown’s Metz and Mike 
Brown’s White steam car are on target for 
completion for the National Veteran Rally, 
while Paul Collins reports he has recently 
acquired a 1912 Overland. Waikato is also 
getting steamed up with Ray Officer’s 
Locomobile nearing completion and Nigel 
Webber’s pre 1900 Stanley has been seen 
puffing gaily around Cambridge. Nigel, 
who has recently transferred to Waikato, 
will be remembered for his magnificient 
restoration of a 4 cylinder (ca 1912) Buick 
before selling that to pursue a love affair 
with traction engines. 

Doug Wilton of Hunterville is reluctant 
to chop up a dashboard-mounted 6 cylinder 
oiler for his 2 cylinder Buick so is seeking 
a suitable trade. Also on the wanted list 
is a handbook/manual for Ray Singleton’s 
1909 20 hp Maxwell.

On offer around the beginning of 
August were a number of good restoration 
projects for new Veteran enthusiasts to 
get their teeth into, among them a twin 
cylinder Reo, a 1906 Gladiator, a Delage 
and a 1915 Buick. 

Coming up are the Manawatu Veteran 
Rally in October, the Hawkes Bay and 
Waikato ditto in November, a one day 
“Lake to Lake” Veteran run at Wanganui 
for early January, and of course the event 
that should not be missed, the National 
Veteran Rally at Pukekohe in February 
preceded by the HCC Parliamentary Tour.

 bw

Notification of public submission yellow 
draft rule changes used to be announced in 
newspaper public notices but I don’t think 
this always happens now, so your vigilance 
and assistance is even more important.

The drivers licensing amendments have 
been approved. There are a number of 
changes but the significant change for our 
older driver members (over 80s) are the 
removal of the automatic-only provision 
and this group will no long need to do an 
on-road test unless recommended by your 
doctor as a result of the medical.

We have put in submissions on a 
number of other issues, I will report on 
these when the outcomes are known. bw

Once again the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand has asked me to be their 
representative within the Federation of 
Motoring Clubs. I am on the Federation 
committee and have been appointed 
submission secretary for the FOMC.

One problem we have is that people 
often get very upset about a rule change 
they have heard about only to find out 
that it hasn’t happened yet, and may never 
actually make it to the stage where it 
becomes a new rule. There have been a 
number of these instances, I won’t give 
you an example as it may start yet another 
rumour, but please leave it to us to establish 
the facts. We will keep you posted and take 
the appropriate action if necessary.

New Zealand 

Federation of Motoring Clubs
report from VCC rep 

Andrew McClintock

Contact Andrew on 03 338 4049
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CAST 
IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds, 

Cooling Fins, Castings, 
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE
MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D.
Palmerston North

Phone 06 324-8707

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

A History of the 

CORSAIR CLUB
1925 - 1994

by Ray Shearman, Maurie Wear & Jack Brewer
2004

Books available from 
Eric Woods Motorcycles,  35 Manchester St 
Sport Motor Cycles  63 Manchester St 
Fazazz the Motorists Shop  84 Lichfi eld St 

Chch Motorcycles  90 Carmen Rd, 
RW Shearman MNZM  123 Pages Road 
 03 960 4448

50 YEAR AWARDS
Wally Jelaca

Wally’s first memory of his associa-
tion with the Club is of an event held at 
the Auckland Domain. Barry Challenor 
and Wally went up from Huntly. Horace 
Robinson (Founder President of the 
Auckland Branch) was there in his 
Sunbeam, along with Chet Parker, Peter 
Maxwell and others. Cars that he can 
remember were a Hispano Suiza and 
Glassie Grey’s Alfa Romeo (or Wally says 
“it could have been a Bentley?”)

On 18 June 1956, Wally joined the 
Veteran and Vintage Car Club of Auckland 
(later to became the VCC Auckland 
Branch) and was a member of that branch 
until transferring to The Veteran and 
Vintage Car Club of the Waikato Inc. (later 
to become our Waikato Branch) where he 
was a foundation member, serving on the 
committee for a number of years. 

Wally’s first car was a 1926 Ford T 
New Beauty, which he bought from an 

electrician in Rotorua and at the 1960 
National Easter Rally at Morrinsville run 
by the Waikato Veteran and Vintage Car 
Club, he won the Morrinsville Trophy for 
the best performance for the rally.

Much later he restored a 1927 Phantom 
1 Rolls-Royce, which he bought for £300 
from Len Buckby of Foden fame. That 
restoration took approximately 30 years 
to put on the road. He also bought a 
1928 Hudson from the Clements boys in 
Auckland for £25 hoping to use the body 
on the Rolls. Instead, he tidied the Hudson 
up and in 1961 took it to a National Rally 
along with Barry Thomas in his Silver 
Ghost Rolls-Royce. It was there that he 
met his future wife, Trixie. (The Club had 
180 members throughout New Zealand at 
this time.) Wally’s next restoration was a 
1928 Austin 7.

Wally also enjoyed his motorcycling 
and has owned a 1929 Harley-Davidson, 
an Indian Scout, a Brough Superior, a 
Henderson 4, an A.B.C. an Overseas, a 
Triumph and a Big X.

In recent years, Wally has restored a 
1926 Morris Oxford and at present he 
drives a 1924 Crossley 19.6.

Wally has been an active member of 
the Club and now, as a Bay of Plenty 
Branch member, enjoys their Branch mid 
week runs. “Committees are not my strong 
point,” says Wally “but I do appreciate 
the endless hours they contribute to the 
enjoyment of our vintage motoring.”

Acknowledgement is given to Wally’s 
wife Trixie, who has always supported 
Wally in his motoring endeavours. 

Wally wishes to thank all the club 
members he has met over the years. He 
will always appreciate their help and 
friendship.
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1962 AUSTIN A60 CAMBRIDGE
Words and photos by Neil Gamble
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Once upon a time in happy, sunny 
Momona there lived the Swansons, 
Eric and Tilda (nee Gamble, my 

Aunt). There they contentedly ran their 
dairy farm, as they had for most of their 
lives. Then, around 1960, the powers-that-
be came along waving the public works act 
and took the farm as part of the Dunedin 
Airport. All the farm buildings, house, 
trees etc were promptly bulldozed into a 
hole and the farm disappeared forever. The 
site was approx where the barrier arms are 
situated on Centre Road. As the Swansons 
were aged about 60, they retired quietly to 
a house in Gladstone Road, Mosgiel.

They decided a new car would be 
sweet, so started negotiations for a new 
Austin from Austin Motors in Princes 
Street, Dunedin. At that time new cars 
were nigh-on impossible to get and it was 
October 1962 before they took delivery of 
a new 1622cc cream and red Austin A60 
Cambridge. 

The Swansons were dedicated Austin 
enthusiasts – although I remember 
them owning a particularly gutless mid-
40s Hillman in the early 1950s. They 
progressed from that to a really neat 
Austin A70 Hampshire ute, it had a timber 
flatdeck with ornate lines painted on the 
sides and taildoor. It was painted a shade 
lighter than British Racing Green with 
the wheels painted a lemon yellow under 
the big Austin hubcaps. Always polished 
and spotless, just to see it glinting in the 
sun made one dribble uncontrollably out 
of the corner of one’s mouth. It had the 

same effect on impressionable youths as 
a Dodge Ram might today. The sight of 
the opulent dashboard only increased 
the dribbling. Not only that, but I think 
this had the same motor that powered 
the Austin A90 Atlantic.

From that they moved to a 1956 
Austin A55 Cambridge, the more 
roundy shaped model which was kept 
until the arrival of the A60.

Unfortunately Eric died aged 67 
in 1968, but Tilda kept on driving 
the A60 for nearly 30 more years, 
until she went into a retirement home in 
her 90s. Tilda had no family, but loved 
children, the A60 was a common sight 
to the extended members of our family 
as she had a tendency to spring surprise 
visits during which she would poke her 
walking stick at various offspring to check 
if they were receiving enough sustenance. 
In her later years the A60 was a regular 
sight parked outside all the rest homes in 
Mosgiel as she visited old friends.

As old age took its toll, Tilda had 
increasing difficulty working the steering 
column gear shift, so she devised a simple 
system, just slide over to the middle, use 
both hands to engage second gear, slide 
back, add astronomical amount of revs, slip 
clutch, take off rapidly to around 20 mph, 
let go the wheel, grip gear lever with both 
hands, engage top gear, more hysterical 
revs, clutch slip and she was gone – it’s no 
wonder I now have no hair after observing 
that performance on many occasions.

W h e n 
Tilda finally had 
to move into the Maran-atha Home in 
Mosgiel, the A60 went to a nephew who 
did some mechanical work on it, then sold 
it to a gent in St Clair, who then sold it 
to Stewart Johnston, well-known Vintage 
identity in Palmerston. I accidentally found 
it ensconced in one of Stewart’s sheds 
along with many other cars. Although 
Stewart insisted family cars should be 
preserved by the family, I insisted I had 
no interest whatsoever in what I thought 
was a mediocre British vehicle. However, 
after about a year of Stewart’s insistence 
and aided by rose coloured memories of 
Tilda and her beloved Austin – (memories 
sometimes improved with copious amounts 
of Speights Old Dark), I succumbed and 
took delivery of the car in Sept 2002.

With the voltage regulator and 
generator rebuilt, plus a new WOF the 
A60 had a shake down run when it joined 
the Outram gang’s New Year’s day run 
2003 to Alexandra via Ranfurly and home 
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through Roxburgh and Lawrence. This run 
proved a few points to me; 1: the A60 was 
easy and fun to drive, 2: While certainly 
not overburdened with power, the 1622cc 
motor could pull strongly from incredibly 
slow speeds in top gear and hung on really 
well on hills. 3: It is very economical, 
averaging 35mpg on that trip.

Initially I planned to do a drive-by resto-
ration where bits could be taken off and 
fixed between runs, but it soon became 
apparent the dreaded tinworm was alive 
and well inside the Austin, the bottom 
100mm of the back mudguards had rusted 
and disappeared altogether. Rust behind 
the front wheels just in front of the doors 
had gone through three layers of metal, also 
the nice little alcove behind the headlights 
where muck from the front wheels gets 
thrown had rotted away and one could 
investigate the headlight wiring by simply 
putting ones hand through the resultant 
hole behind the grill.

Oddly enough the floor pan was like 
new, no sign of rust, also Aunty must have 
replaced the sills at some stage as they also 
were mint. I suspect the developing rust 
problem may have been helped along by 
the fact that with Tilda the A60 had never 
spent a night outdoors – it been garaged 
from new until 1993. It had certainly never 
been polished. 

And secondly, when it ended up near 
the sea in Dunedin for a couple of years, 
the weather must have permeated right 
through the paint and rust started up right 
at the steel underneath the paint. When 
I started investigating I found if the paint 
was taken off, it showed up the tell-tale 
roadmaps of rust moving along the panels 
under the paint – so much for thoughts of 
a quick respray! Obviously all the paint 
would have to come off and the panels 
treated with a rust killer before moving to 
the next stage, and boy was that old paint 
hard! On the exterior of the bootlid alone 
I spent two whole days with every type of 
electric / air sander in my arsenal, it was 
cripplingly slow work, not to mention the 
dust! So it was with great reluctance I 
moved to chemical paint strippers although 
I’d always sworn never to use them, but 
at least now I could make real progress 
stripping the original paint. A small hobby 
sandblast unit was used on body seams 
and other areas not easily accessed. For 
some reason the bonnet had quite serious 
surface rust coming through the paint, so 
it was professionally sandblasted on both 
sides to get back to sound metal. While 
sandblasting sometimes causes as much 
work as it saves, in this case it proved to be 
the answer.

With the acquisition of a MIG welder I 
started in best ‘cow-cocky’ fashion making 
and fitting replacement panels, sometimes 
bending them over the front wheel of the 
tractor to get the right curvature. After a 
year of spasmodic panelbeating I discov-
ered some of the early work was rusting 
again in its unfinished state and more rust 
seemed to be appearing in different places 
– the tinworm was working faster than I 
was!

The problem was easily identified – in 
my occupation as sales rep for two different 
companies, I drive up to 70,000km a year 
and in busy periods might not get to the 
workshop for a couple of months, therefore 
I no longer have the time to attack a 
Vintage car or tractor and keep at it till it’s 
finished.

Time then for plan B – why not restore 
the car panel by panel? – in other words 
if time allowed me to be home for two 
or three days, attack one panel: Strip all 
the paint, deal with the rust / dents. Treat 
with rust killer. Then straight into my 
routine of about eight coats of filler under-
coat / primer / sanded back every two coats. 
Then onto the lacquer top coats, around 
10 of them, also sanded about every three 
coats. In this way during a small window of 
opportunity I could address and completely 
finish one panel before going back on 
the road happy in the knowledge that 
another panel was completely finished. It 
took nearly a year to paint the car in 
this fashion but I am very happy with 
the result. Critics suggested I was slightly 
unhinged and the car would be a mixture 
of shades rather like a piebald cow, however 
dexterous mixing of paint between tins 
and taking care to have exactly the same 
number of coats on each panel kept the 
shading pretty much the same. I think 
there’s one panel that is a gnat’s whisker 
different, but I’m not telling! It’s up to club 
members to spot the offender!

Yes, I used the old fashioned lacquer 
– none of that flash two pot stuff for me 
– I just don’t have the facilities to use 
it, my workshop is a covered sheepyards 
(minus the sheep) with one wall so I don’t 
have much control over dust, thistle-down, 
sudden gusts of wind, or stray cats that 
think freshly painted cars are neat to walk 
over while the operator has gone to the 
house for a cup of tea. With any of the 
afore-mentioned problems it is a piece of 
cake to re-sand the panel and start again. 
Mind you, the make of paint I used is easily 
the worst lacquer I have ever worked with 
and the hardest to get a decent finish, I 
wouldn’t wish it on my worst enemy.

A by-product of the panel-by-panel 
approach is one hell of a lot of masking, 

but I’d still recommend this approach to 
a home-based restorer with limited time. 
Incidentally there are 16 litres of lacquer 
inside and outside the Austin, also over 
eight litres of primers / undercoats!

Before re-assembly I was fortunate 
enough to persuade a top operator to come 
out from Dunedin and we sprayed Tectyl 
inside all the doors, sills, bonnet and boot 
bracing etc, so hopefully that will keep the 
rust at bay for many years.

As Aunty rarely had passengers in the 
A60, the upholstery is like new and only 
needed specialised cleaning and preserving. 
With new hardboard liner things made for 
the boot, new door rubbers and door trim, 
plus period splashguards / mudflaps found 
in Christchurch, we were ready for the 
road. With the addition of good ol‘ Power 
Up lubricant throughout, the A60 is ready 
for a long second lifetime.

Tilda drove the car 52,176 miles 
between 1962 and around 1995. When I 
got the car the original (broken) speedo 
was in the glove box reading 57,000 miles. 
I had the speedo rebuilt and have now 
reached 59,000 miles.

Aunty Tilda died at 96 in 1999 and is 
buried in West Taieri Cemetery at Outram, 
30km south of Dunedin.  bw
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The man standing next to my father 
said “I am going to buy that to make a boat 
winch.” I recall my father turning to me and 
saying “No he’s not” and promptly buying 
it for the huge sum of $6. This is an Upton 
gearbox and Upton made cars at that time, 
clearly not successfully because any records 
or vehicles had 
long since gone. 
Recently I started 
tracing the Upton 
family, eventu-
ally contacting 
the great, great 
granddaughter of 
Mr Upton. This 
resulted in no 
further informa-
tion other than 
that which I had 
gathered about her 
family. That was 
the end of that 
part of the story.

The remains 
of the Holley had 
languished in the 
back store of the 
Faraday Centre for as long as anyone could 
remember. Very little was known about the 
Holley other than it had been some sort 
of automobile. The engine needed serious 
work doing to it, beyond the means of 

the Faraday Centre, so I purchased it and 
started investigating its history. I sent away 
my $35USD to the Horseless Carriage Club 
Library in the USA, hopeful that there 
might be a thread of information about 
the Holley. What came back was what 
made the project possible. Holley’s foray 

into making cars 
was brief and by 
the time they 
had the Holley 
on the market a 
business decision 
had been made 
to give up 
making cars and 
stick to making 
carburettors and 
other car parts. 
This was clearly 
a wise move 
considering that 
they are still in 
business today 
making perform-
ance car parts. I 
guess to recoup 
some of the losses 

they sold off the kits of parts to assemble 
your own Holley together with drawings 
of the running gear in some detail. This 
was what arrived from the HCC Library 
together with copies of advertising material 

Notes on the 
1903 Holley Motorette
restored 2005 
Words and photos Tony Prebensen This project started 35-odd years ago at an estate clearing sale in Greenmeadows 

when a gearbox, clearly from some sort of motor vehicle, with 1900 patents on it 

came up for sale. 
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Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southward.org.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
MUSEUM TRUST

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre

Classic Tyres

PETER WOODEND
Ph 07 571 5525 • Fax 07 571 5526

Mobile 025 605 4040 PO Box 2245, Tauranga
Email: classic_tyres@wave.co.nz
Website: www.classictyres.co.nz

DUNLOP wire wheels, splines, knock-on caps, spokes and rims for
HEALEY, JAGUAR, MG, MORGAN, RILEY, TRIUMPH, ETC. White wall trims

C

ontact

for all Veteran Vintage & Classic Cars 1888-1970
DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN, 
FIRESTONE, COKER CLASSIC & DIMENSION IV RADIALS etc, 

also Dunlop racing tyres.

Contact

for the Holley. The next discovery was to 
open these plans and discover that the 
Holley had an Upton gearbox exactly 
the same as the one acquired 35 years 
earlier. The odds against these components 
coming back together again have to be 
fairly long.

This has been a project where every-
thing has fallen into place, many people 
have provided support and assistance and 
parts have arrived from numerous sources. 
The correct Longuemere carburettor 
came via an ad I placed in Beaded Wheels 
resulting in a ‘you are not going to believe 
this’ email from our fellow vintage car club 
enthusiasts in Capetown, South Africa.

There are three other known Holleys 
in the world, one in the foyer of the head 
office of the Holley factory, still in business 
making performance car parts. Two others 
are owned privately in the USA.

Holley’s first outing was at the 
Manawatu Branch Veteran rally where she 
lasted 11 miles before needing a lift with a 
minor problem. Last weekend she ran for 
90 miles over the two days without missing 
a beat. She is great fun to drive, brings 
new meaning to what constitutes a hill, a 
head wind and oncoming traffic. She will 
never go rusty and 20-24mph is plenty fast 
enough.

 bw

For the technos
Engine
Holley single cylinder of 630cc developing 5.26HP (Factory 
test figure) at approx 1500RPM. 3 ½ in. bore, 3 ½ in. stroke, 
atmospheric inlet valve.
Transmission
Upton 2 speed epicyclic gearbox with 2:1 bevel gear 
reduction built in.
Differential
Chain drive with single brake in the centre of the open diff.
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CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography 
or space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right 
to edit or return classifieds not meeting the 
criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
$12.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement. Members must be 
financial and state their Branch.
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$20 members, $24 non-members. 
Photo Ad in Box
$32.00 members, $44 non-members, enclose a 
clear photograph and an SAE if return required.
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$50.00 members, $54 non-members, enclose a 
clear photo and an SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch, to arrive not later than 10th of 
month preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900.00 $720.00
Half Page $490.00 $390.00
Horizontal Quarter Page $270.00 $216.00
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE

AUTOMOTIVE WOODGRAINING 
 When restoring your car there is only one 
way to restore your metal window frames 
& dashboard: metal woodgraining. 
For information and free quotes contact Alan 
Markby. Phone 03 445 0988 or write to 
11 Boyne Place, Cromwell.        Mem

1925 ROLLIN PARTS  Chassis front and rear axles, 
engine, gearbox, steering box, radiator shell, rear 
tub, 1 each front and rear guard, head and tail 
lights, wheels, tyres, front apron, new wiring 
loom etc. D Warlow Phone 03 688 4382 email 
dwarlow@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1929 DODGE ENGINE AND GEARBOX.  Good 
running engine last used 18 months ago. Now 
spare as fitted reconditioned unit to Dodge. Will 
split engine and gearbox if required. Does not 
include starter generator water pump manifold 
or carb. Contact Bob Ewing Phone 04 293 8060 
or email bob-elsie@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1929 MORRIS ISIS COMPLETE  Restoration 
project. Engine and front end reconditioned. All 
steel body. Chrome work done. Heaps of parts. 
$9,000 o.n.o. Phone Dave 03 236 7901   MEM

1929 NASH TOURER.  In need of restoration but 
original and complete. Motor turns over. $8,000. 
Phone Glenys, evenings 06 867 5317

1936 MORRIS 8 SPORTS.  Fully reconditioned 
engine and very tidy throughout. $18,000 or deal 
with a larger car. Write Morris P O Box 15124, 
Tauranga or Phone or text 027 345 2676

1938 MORRIS TWELVE  – FOUR Series III. 
Two cars. Both need restoration. Large collection 
of parts. One of the short blocks has been 
reconditioned. Reasonable offers for the lot. 
Phone 06 327 7619   MEM

1939 PLYMOUTH SLOPER  4 DOOR SEDAN. 
Older restoration. Registration and WOF, VIC. 
Plus spares $12,500 o.n.o. Phone or fax 06 323 
9129   MEM

1947 HUMBER 10  Restored, in top condition. 
Registered and WOF. Many spares, new battery. 
Also 1946 Austin 8 fully restored, black, registered 
and WOF. In excellent condition. Health reason 
for selling. Enquiries to Sam, phone 07 884 8515 
Te Aroha

1949 MORRIS MINOR  LOLITE restored 
and mechanical overhaul, engine, brakes. 
All new upholstery and paint. Photo available on 
request. $3,500 Registered and WOF Phone 03 
322 5529   MEM

1952 TRIUMPH  RENOWN complete car for parts 
or restoration, car is straight but basket case 
$500 or offer. Phone 06 842 2252   MEM

1960 JAGUAR MKII 3.4.  Original Canterbury 
car for 46 years, always fastidiously maintained 
and only 87,000 miles. Much work in last 12 
months and drives superbly well. Includes 
original handbook and complete tool kit. A gem 
at $28,000. email for pictures automotor@xtra.
co.nz Phone 03 358 1145 or 021 765 651   MEM

1965 MGB ROADSTER  NZ new with full ownership 
history, comprehensively restored in late nineties 
(fully recorded) and only 25,000 miles since, an 
excellent driving example and ready to go. Email 
for pictures and more details automotor@xtra.
co.nz $18.000 Phone 03 358 1145 or 021 765 
651  MEM

1980 MORGAN 4/4  Imported from UK 1990 and 
used sparingly, 44,000 miles only. Well preserved, 
smart example fitted with 1,600 crossflow 
engine. Extremely reliable and immense fun to 
drive. Tonneau, hood and hood cover. Email for 
more details and pictures automotor@xtra.co.nz 
$42,000. Phone 03 358 1145 or 021 765 651  
 MEM
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AMAL CARBURETTOR  Type 276.AZ/1J. Aluminium 
Running Board Step plate. “Ford” inscription 1 
pair motorcycle armature Lucas new. Part No 
200012. Matchless parts (47 – 50 models). Pre 
1940 BSA gearbox housing (4 speed) inscription. 
Smiths wind up clock. Phone 06 378 7422   MEM

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape 
spokes. New beaded rims available 
in some sizes. Phone Vern Jensen 06 323 
3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, Feilding. Mem.

Don’t forget to notify National Office if you 
have changed your address or sold/purchased 

any vehicles. Advertising for our April/May issue 
closes 10 March 2006. 

CAR TRANSPORT TRAILER  Fully galvanized, 
tips, tows and loads very well. Professionally 
designed and built. Only used twice, but now 
need larger trailer for veteran. Could also suit 2 
or 3 motorbikes. $2,000 o.n.o. Phone Walter 07 
308 7928 or 027 484 1618   MEM
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Sale by Auction of the contents
TE PUKE VINTAGE AUTO BARNTE PUKE VINTAGE AUTO BARN

on site at Te Puke

TheTheThe

UK-based, The Automobile is the only 
international magazine devoted exclusively to 

pre-1960 cars and commercial vehicles.

Every issue packed with articles by leading 
motoring journalists and old-car experts.

Profiles vehicles from all corners of the world, 
including New Zealand, and contains informative 

technical articles and restoration features.

The Automobile is now available on subscription 
in New Zealand at £59 for 12 issues.

◆ save $$s on the news-stand price
◆ pay by credit card
◆ delivered by airmail in the month of 

issue.
For information and a free sample copy 

contact:

Douglas Ormrod, 56 Whitehaven Road, 
Glendowie, Auckland. Ph/fax 09 575 4879

TheTheThe

6 – 12 VOLT INVERTERS, run any 12 volt accessory 
in your original 6 volt vehicle. Very simple three 
wire installation. J. Hibbs, 12 Grace Nicholls 
Grove, Riverstone Terraces, Upper Hutt, Phone 
04 528 4621 or email hibbspekay@xtra.co.nz

HUBCAPS – ANY PROBLEMS CONTACT ME
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs 
and sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, 
engine bearings, engine mountings, 
head gasket/sets, pistons and valves, 
timing chains and gears, flywheel ring 
gears, tyres, carburettors, magnetos, 
etc, for all makes and models, especially: 
Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, Ford, 
Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
South Auckland. Phone 09 278 3888 
evenings.

COACHWORK 
 For all your coachwork and woodwork 
requirements for your Veteran, Vintage 
and Commercial vehicles contact Designs n 
Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Ave, Cromwell. 
Phone/Fax 03 445 0598. Cell 021 109 1309 
Email martin_jw@xtra.co.nz

BSA C10 1947  Complete. Engine turns with kick 
starter. Suit restoration or running original. Expat 
Kiwi will leave this one out of the container for 
a good price. Located Christchurch. Send your 
best offer. Lowest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. Email Brent at - mccunn_family@tpg.
com.au

CASTROL OR SHELL TWO GALLON  petrol/oil 
container caps remanufactured from solid brass, 
$48.50. Other items available on request. Phone 
or fax 03 388 5702 or 025 647 9977 or P O Box 
18784 Brighton.   MEM

Given the large volume of Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles, Stationary engines, spare parts and 
memorabilia, the auction will require two full days

Catalogue will be available on Turners website, www.turners.co.nz from mid October

AUCKLAND - WHERE CLASSICS SELL

Sale by Auction of the contents

on site at Te Puke

Sat 11th and Sun 12th November 2006Sat 11th and Sun 12th November 2006
VIEWING Friday 10th November 2006 - see website for times

All enquiries to Tony Herbert - Turners 09 580 9834

Te Puke Vintage Auto Barn is situated on Main Tauranga – Rotorua Highway, approx 6k east of Te Puke

Plan to have a great weekend in the sunny Bay of Plenty, if you have never visited the Auto Barn this will be your last chance

VISIT 
OUR 

W
EBSITE

w
w

w.turners.co.nz

for photographs and descriptions of

all cars to be offered

CLASSIC CAR FAIR  has sold vehicles to Japan, 
UK, USA, Australia, Holland Denmark, museums, 
and many more in New Zealand. See NZ’s 
best selection at www.classiccarfair.com. You 
don’t even need a computer to sell your car on 
the internet - phone Neil 03 388-5026 to find 
out more about NZ’s top automotive website 
[Hitwise, 2005].
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VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 389-
0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model Boat 
Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage wood work requirements, I can 
reproduce your car’s woodwork from original 
parts, patterns and photos. Model A parts 
made to order, also Morris Traveller Van kits. 
N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau Rd, 
Marton. Phone 06 327 6164.

PENRITE OILS. We carry a full range from 
Vintage to Modern Engines. Lubricants for pre-
1984 HD motorcycles, gearbox oil for Japanese 
2 strokes. Full range of diff, steering box and 
gearbox oils. Competitive prices. Try us first. 
M.S. Coombes Ltd., 344 St. Asaph Street, Chch. 
Phone 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

SU FUEL PUMPS REBUILT, we rebuild your 
pumps 6V and 12V. We also stock a full range 
of spare parts. All work fully guaranteed. 
Contact SU Fuel Pump Services (NZ), 31 Forests 
Road, Stoke, Nelson. Ph Barry Johnson 0274 
528 178 or 03 547 0076 afterhours. Email: 
bgjohnson@xtra.co.nz

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. Contact; George Calder, 307 
Hoon Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 
5372, Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS

FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 
CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.

We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 
rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings 

at competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES 
large stock of new and used for all types 
of vehicles from early 1900s onwards including 
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors, 
trucks. Transport book-find specialists. 
Mail, telephone and secure online orders. 
DML Manuals & Motor Books. 
www.manuals.co.nz Phone 03 614 7900. 
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201, 
page 17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size or 
made to your measurements. Phone/Fax Allan 
on 06 844 3959 or 025 469 331 to discuss 
your requirements. Allan Jones Joinery, Napier. 
Member.

CLASSIC CARS ENGLISH  Vauxhalls, Fords, Austin 
Morris etc. 40 in total stored in 3 buildings 
in commercial area (Te Awamutu) fully fenced 
security yard, floodlights. Yard area will hold 
16 vehicles. This could be run as a business 
$450,000. Phone 07 871 8881.   MEM

ENGINE SHORT BLOCK  1929 Chrysler 65 
dismantled. Seven bearing Main. Connecting rods 
in really good condition o/s pistons available. 
Assemble and know exactly the condition 
$490.00 Phone 06 378 6014   MEM

FOR SALE 9 UNUSED DUNLOP TYRES.  185 x 15 
SP Radials. Offers wanted. Please phone 03 668 
2276 or 03 684 7751   MEM

FORD MODEL A DELUX  two thirds restored. 
Phone 03 540 2399.

FORD MOTORS ONE 1932 MODEL B,  complete 
with flywheel and clutch, pressure plate etc. 
Very reliable $1,750. Also two model A Motors, 
one disassembled, one assembled. Both in good 
order at $2,500 or $1,500 each separately. Phone 
03 352 6672   MEM

INDIAN 741 MILITARY G.D.H. 1509.  Very low 
mileage. Original; for example just .002” wear 
on original standard cylinders. Original ammeter, 
speedo and ignition/light switch. Fork bushes, 
brake drums, sprockets carburettor generator 
distributor bushes etc. show no measureable 
wear. Carefully refurbished by knowledgeable 
enthusiast. All original fasteners retained. Rare 
original machine, stored for long periods. Write 
PO Box 1038 The Base Hamilton.

JACOX STEERING BOX MID 1920S  new bushes, 
pins and rollers with tubes for spark etc body, 
#255914 mounting block #52167-2 output shaft 
end cap, #256287 and droparm. Chrysler 62 and 
72 parts, also Rexroth adjustable hydraulic pump 
70 litres/per min 1500 lbs working pressure, 
32mm shaft. Price and details Phone/fax 03 541 
8467  MEM

OUR BABY FOR SALE  Much loved English 
assembled Triumph 2000 1974. Original condition, 
only one owner. Low speeds 100500kms. Rego 
on hold. $4,500. Phone 03 689 5722.

WIND WING DEFLECTORS  One pair to fit on to 
the pillars of windscreen, chrome plated, safety 
beveled glass, excellent condition. $400 Phone 
Ron 09 630 6731. email maikerou@orcon.nz   MEM

MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE, 
all types, units bought and sold. Contact Chris 
Slater, Coil Winding Services, Hupenui RD, 
Greytown, Wairarapa. Phone/Fax 06 304 9466.

DOUGLAS 1915 350CC TWO SPEED  
In excellent unrestored condition as the 
factory made it. Remarkably correct down 
to small detail, not a damaged nut, bolt or 
screw. Sprocket wear negligible. Original gas 
generator, head light, handle bars and controls. 
Good runner. Perhaps the find of the decade. 
Tyres not correct. Original type can be fitted. 
Write Douglas POBox 1038 The Base, Hamilton. 
Phone fax 07 853 2711

VETERAN AND VINTAGE TOUR
 Commencing Tuesday 13 March at Kaikoura. 
Taking in the the Scenicland Rally (optional) 
on 17th March, finishing in Timaru Wed 21 
March. Eligibility: strictly limited to Veteran 
and Vintage vehicles. Entrants may join and 
exit the tour at any stage. An entry form 
and further information from Diane Ross, Club 
Captain Southern Region, 38 Keenans Road, 
RD2, Ashburton 7772.

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock 

distributor parts for Lucas and other makes, 
and have built a New Zealand wide reputation 

for restoring worn distributors to as new 
performance and finish. All aspects of 

repair undertaken including Vacuum Advance 
Units. Work fully guaranteed. 
H/T CABLE, COPPER CORE, 

several types available: 6.9mm thick black, 
cotton braided & colour with tracer, also high 

temperature. 
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 

We can restore that faulty pump, including fuel 
resistant diaphragm. All work guaranteed.

Contact Quality Rebuilds, 
5 Fenhall St, Christchurch, 8004. 

Phone/fax Barry Emms 03 342 5677 MEM email: 
barry@qualityrebuilds.com 
www: qualityrebuilds.com 

1926/7 (?) MODEL T FORDOR.  Most parts (no 
motor). An ideal restoration project. For details 
phone Malcolm 03 365 6223.  MEM

FRONT END BEARINGS:  Bought for early 20s 
Stude. May fit other make & models. Two each 
Timken 3660, 2330, 3620, 2382, 3331, 3381. 
Replacement cost over $2,000. Sell $500. Phoe 
Garth 021 9222 242.
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ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER CLOUD  2 First registered 
new in New Zealand August 1960. One owner 
since 1976. Ring Merve Warner 06 751 2414 or 
027 435 4314   MEM

1936 MG TA  Painted cream and chocolate 
brown this is one of the early classics. It has 
been restored inside and out over the last 20 
years and is as near original as the current 
owner can get it. $34,000 o.n.o. Phone David 
Auckland 410 6424 after 1 November

1976 MG BGT  Restored in 1996 body and 
motor. Owned car since 1991. Has had 6 
owners and has only done 115,000 km $9,000. 
Registered and WOF. A lovely MG to drive and 
own. Phone 06 843 3356 evenings. 

1930 HUMBER 16/50 DH COUPE  Total 
restoration completed 1994. Very rare, only 
one in New Zealand. Three in the world. Lots of 
spares $50,000 firm. Phone Rod 06 374 8266.  
 MEM

FORD MODEL A 1930 COUPE  Dry storage last 
40yrs. This car was mechanically rebuilt and 
never driven. Selling on behalf of an estate. 
Outstanding body in bare metal. Minor body 
finishing required. $15,000 Ph 03 3585453, 
email:jkeir@clear.net.nz

   544 PAGES A4 WITH 

NEARLY 1,000 PHOTOS

1920 SUNBEAM TOURER 16HP  3 door body 
with rear Auster windscreen. A very reliable 
early Vintage car. Travelled over 3,000 miles to 
Invercargill Vero Rally and to Hawkes Bay for 
Art Deco. Phone Dudley 09 627 3212   MEM

1917 DODGE ROADSTER  Older restoration but 
a good motoring veteran with plenty of life in it 
yet. $23,000. Ring Tony 03 981 4574.  MEM

1928 MODEL ‘A’ TUDOR  Fully restored. 2550 
miles. New motor, tyres, radiator core, LeBaron 
Bonney upholstery kit. Electroplate is Nickel. 
$25,000.00. Contact Pearson’s. 03-313-2924 
027-2245-045 anytime. pearsons@xtra.co.nz 
See www.pearsons.co.nz or send for a brochure. 
(See inside rear cover.)

1934 CHEVROLET STANDARD  Restored 
condition, well maintained with recent 
mechanical work. Number of spares included. 
Motors very well, solid runner. USA made, Fisher 
body. VCC VIC and PVV 2065. $12,500 o.n.o. 
Phone 03 358 5378 or 03 339 1875 (work) email 
bikerchris@paradise.net.nz 

1929 MODEL ‘A’ FORD TUDOR  Full restoration. 
25,000 miles. Full engine overhaul with counter 
balanced crank. New gear box, crownwheel & 
pinion, cast iron brake drums, full set recon. 
shocks, new tyres, $24,700. Ph Pearson’s. 03-
313-2924 027-2245-045. pearsons@xtra.co.nz 
www.pearsons.co.nz or send for a brochure. 
(See inside rear cover.)

 This pioneering story 
of Colonial Motor 
Company and its 
subsidiaries from Kaitaia 
to Invercargill, tells the 
history of Ford and the 
saga of motoring in 
New Zealand from the 
very beginning. CMC 
started in the horse age, 
its forebear in 1859, 
the first Wellington 

coachbuilder – today a 
major motor group.

 A few remaining copies of Ford Ahead are 
available and can be purchased at $59.95 incl 
post/pack in NZ. Contact Roger Gardner, PO Box 
118, Masterton. Email roger.gardner@xtra.co.nz

1934 ROLLS-ROYCE HJ MULLINER 20-25 
SPORTS SALOON.  Sun roof, divider window, full 
history. Every registration since new. Collection 
of books. Has been restored, one owner for 
19 years. New engine, radiator, alpine stereo. 
$160,000. Phone 021 170 3730 evenings
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Beautiful rare original bodied (one of few) ultra reliable, powerful and motorable 
Art Deco vintage vehicle, loaded with original period extras. Want something 
special? Then this is the car for you. Consider motorcycle as part payment $38.500 ono. 
Ph Brent 09 489 1310 or 021 679 260. brent.mathieson@xtra.co.nz   MEM 
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1930 MARQUETTE  PARTS front bumper and rear 
bumperettes, hubcaps, radiator cap, engine pans, 
radiator badge. Parts are to complete my car. 
Phone Mike 09 820 5404 or email marquette@
actrix.co.nz   MEM 

1931 WOLSELEY HORNET  Parts wanted anything 
considered. Phone Rod 06 359 1215 or 027 678 
5720 or email rod-frances@clear.net.nz 

1938 AUSTIN  BIG Y Side water jacket inlet tapped 
for cock. Phone Ron Ward 06 757 5817   MEM

1965 H.A. VIVA  Right hand door to glass 
weather strip rubber. Rear boot top sheet metal 
mountings. Phone Bill Munro 04 563 6342   MEM

AC 2L SALOON  Early fifties, particularly need 
engine, front brake, hubcap, petrol cap and filler 
pipe. (Mk5 Jag will do.) Interested in any spares 
or to talk to present or past owners. Phone Ian 07 
863 3554 or email bhdaly@paradise.net.nz 

STANDARD 12 OR 14 FOUR SPEED GEARBOX 
 any condition. Phone Rik 03 384 1975 or email 
rik.lois@xtra.co.nz   MEM

B.S.A. 350CC  Rockers and shafts for 1933 -1937 
models. Also Wheeler-Schebler carburettor for 
Harley 350 1926-30. Can swap K1-GAS brass fuel 
primer pump suitable Auster aircraft or some early 
Bentleys. Phone Bruce Anderson 09 575 6641

B.S.A. GOLD STAR S/A  Wanted urgently for 
project. Frame, will accept any shape or form, 
straight, bent, rusted or butchered. Phone Laurie 
04 472 9364   MEM

BERKELEY SPORTS CARS  SA 322, 
SE328,B65,B95,B105. Wanted in any condition 
models above which were produced between 
1957 to 1960. Phone Paul Gilchrist 09 425 827 or 
email popsandchook@xtra.co.nz   MEM

CITROEN 1950S  LIGHT Wanted in good condition. 
FORD T SEDAN OR COUPE or Model A or Essex 
Four coach, Austin 12/4 or 16/6. Must be ready 
to rally. Older restoration considered. Reasonable 
price paid by VCC Member. Ph 021 159 8319   MEM

PHONE RICHARD 09 827 4090 OR 027 494 1711

WANTED TO BUY
 FORD V8 COUPE  for restoration or a going car 
will consider anything. Year 1937-39 complete 
car preferably VCC member. Phone Bernard 03 
337 0711, Chch   MEM

LEFT HAND REAR GUARD  for 1937 Plymouth, 
Dodge, Desoto in repairable condition. Phone 06 
842 2252 Napier   MEM

LOAN OF MOTORCYCLE  for 2007 Veteran Rally. 
Prefer Triumph but anything appreciated. Would 
like to buy early Triumph guaranteed to stay in 
New Zealand. Triumph model H parts, Stumey 
Archer 6 spring clutch Rotherham tank caps, rear 
stand and wheels any other parts. Phone 09 533 
8050 or email taylorhq@xtra.co.nz

SHELLEY CAR JACK MODEL M8 35 OR 7DL  (35, 
36, 37 or 38). Needed to complete tool kit. Any 
condition considered. Phone Garth 06 347 2565 
Wanganui or email mark.stevenson@clear.net.nz 

SIX-POINTED STAR RADIATOR MASCOT  Phone 
03 313 7287   MEM

1926 HUPMOBILE

VINTAGE STYLE ‘CHEESECUTTER’ CAPS  
and flat caps in small (56cm), medium (58.5cm), 
large (61cm) in stock now. ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
hats and odd sizes made to order. Also available 
navy and forest green towelling hats. Shop 5, 
Woolstore, Harbourside, Oamaru. Sundays 10-
4pm or phone Lorraine, 03 434 6189.

VETERAN RESTORATION PROJECT 1912 
DELAGE R4  Complete chassis & diff, 2 motors, 
3 radiators, 2 front axles. Has the correct twin 
tank scuttle and bonnet fitted with period wire 
wheels. Missing original gearbox and steering 
column, comes with a restored pair of M&S 
headlamps Price: $8,000 Contact Jan Pluck 
Ph Christchurch 03 388 4067 to view or Ian 
Goldingham Ph 09 445 8811 or goldie@kiwilink.
co.nz for extra photos & questions

 1 x complete pair C.A.V. Type BS sidelights 
(spade mount) note: Badged for a BSA 
vehicle 

 1 x C.A.V. Type FS sidelights (spade mount) 
 1 x C.A.V. Type FS sidelight shell (spade mount) 
 1 x C.A.V. Type FS sidelight shell ( center bolt 

mount) 
 1 x Rotax type 203 sidelight (spade mount) 
 1 x Rotax wing sidelight ex 20s Sunbeam
 1 x Rotax vintage circular switch panel ex Riley 

9 or Sunbeam

 3 x English assorted small torpedo style 
sidelights

 1x complete pair of No 1360 Autolight Electric 
Co sidelights (steel)

 1 x complete pair of 1918/20 steel American 
headlights (centre bolt mount)

 1 x pair of Rushmore brass 10" headlights (fork 
mount) underside socket

 1 x pair of American style brass sidelights 
(spade mount) underside socket

 1 x American 1918/20 Spotlight and bracket 
(Buick?).

 ENQUIRIES ON THESE ITEMS SHOULD BE MADE INITIALLY VIA
 IAN GOLDINGHAM PH 09 445 8811 OR GOLDIE@KIWILINK.CO.NZ 

AND HE WILL EMAIL YOU PHOTOS OF THEM INDIVIDUALLY 
TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS.

 ALSO AVAILABLE ARE THE FOLLOWING ELECTRIC LIGHTS

GILLY-MAYDE  Hood irons, gigs, hot rods, 
vintage cars. Contact Horace Guildford 60 
Somme Parade, Wanganui. Phone 021 160 6965 
A/hrs 06 343 2518 Email hguilford@infogen.
net.nz  MEM
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SWAP MEET & MARKET
SUNDAY 15 OCTOBER, 2006 - CITY COUNCIL CAR PARK
Spring St, Tauranga City Centre

NZVCC Inc Bay Of Plenty Branch

• VINTAGE CAR DISPLAY • CAR PARTS OLD & NEW • GARAGE SALE • COLLECTABLES 
• BOOKS OLD & NEW • A MUST FOR CAR ENTHUSIASTS • 
•FOOD • HOT AND COLD DRINKS • 

All catering by BOP VCC – No other refreshment stalls permitted. 

Gates open 7am • Admission Seller ’s $10 • All others $3 • Children Free

CHANGE OF VENUE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Regarding City Council Car Park venue

There is a height restriction for 
vehicles of 2.1m.

Site is an all weather site and
undercover.

Further information from 

Jack Anderson. Phone 07 576 6346.

NATIONAL NORTH ISLAND
EASTER RALLY

Rally Headquarters: Gisborne Showground Park and Event Centre
THREE RALLY ROUTES, long medium and short to suit all vehicles, and ending at a common lunch stop in a 

pleasant rural setting.

ACCOMMODATION: Entrants are advised to make their own bookings as soon as possible.
Contact Information Centre, 06 868 6139, fax 06 868 6138, email info@gisbornenz.com

GISBORNE BRANCH
Vintage Car Club of New 

Zealand (Inc.)
Rally Secretary:
Rodney Clague

PO Box 307
Gisborne 4010

Phone 06 868 5969 (h)
06 869 0639 (w)

Email clague@xtra.co.nz

ENTRY FORMS
available from Branch 

Secretaries or from Rally 
Secretary

GISBORNE – APRIL 6 - 9, 2007

S W A P  M E E T S  &  R A L L I E S

FEBRUARY 13—18 2007

ENTRY FORMS AVAILABLE FROM:

HBVCC Organising Committee
PO Box 3406 Napier
Phone 06 8443324
Email Carolyn@asian-seed.co.nz

Come and enjoy Napier’s
hospitality and a chance
to step back into the 30’s

Hawkes Bay Branch

ART DECO RALLYHBS

Dallas 09 424 3598  Brent or 09 489 1310, 021 679 260 (mob)
email dallasandsue@xtra.co.nz email brent.mathieson@xtra.co.nz

North Shore Branch Vintage Car Club

 Annual Swap Meet
40 Masons Road, Albany

Saturday 2nd December 2006
Everyone Welcome

Entry $5.00 Site Fee $5.00 Gates Open 7.30am
Enquiries
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING REALLY WORKS…
Many of our advertisers have told us of the quick response they have to their advertisments in Beaded Wheels marketplace. 
Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 8,000 subscribers and members of the New Zealand Vintage Car Club every issue – our advertising is read by enthusiasts throughout the 
country and overseas. Now you can reach a broader audience by choosing to publish your advertisement in our magazine and also on our club website. Advertisements are 
listed on the internet for the length of time the issue of Beaded Wheels remains current.

Up to 40 words including phone number. Supply 
a colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for 

return of photo.

*$50 rate for VCCNZ members only, 
non-member rate $54

$50*
Text & 

colour photo.
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Payment must accompany your advert. Cheques should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post payment & advertisement to Marketplace, PO Box 13-140, Christchurch. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive discount rate. 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for August/September issue 10 November 2006.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
*$12 rate for VCCNZ members only, 
non-member rate $16

$12*
Text only 

advertising

Tick which column you require

Yes List my advertisement on 
the internet.

For an additional cost ($5 text only , $10 to include 
your photo) we can now publish your advertisement 
on our website. All advertisements must appear 
in Beaded Wheels. Advertisements remain on the 
internet until the release of the next issue of Beaded 
Wheels. $5 text only, additional $5 to include photo

 WANTED  FOR SALE

42 Beaded Wheels

• Entrants will be responsible for arranging own accommodation. 
We suggest that this is not left to the last minute.

• Expression of interest can be forwarded to listed contacts.

• Entry forms have now been posted to all South Island Branch 
secretaries and those who requested copies. 

• A newsletter and receipt of payment for entry will be forwarded to all 
entrants from mid-October.

• Prize Giving Dinner and Rally routes will start and finish on outskirts 
of Mosgiel. All other activities centred in Dunedin.

RALLY HEADQUARTERS Forbury Park Raceway, Victoria Road, Dunedin

REGISTRAR

Denis Johnson
Phone 03 476 2923
Fax 03 476 3923
Email denis.johnson@clear.net.nz

RALLY SECRETARY

Marion McConachie
PO Box 5352,
Dunedin
Phone/Fax 03 453 0404
Email bmmcconachie@xtra.co.nz

April 6 - 9 2007
Hosted by

OTAGO BRANCH 
VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND

RALLY UPDATE
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O V E R S E A S 
E V E N T S

2006

Oct-November Riley Rendevous in South Africa, NZ contact Catherine Gould, phone 
07 377 6546, moana.roa@ihug.co.nz

November 3-5  London to Brighton weekend 
November 9-12 Zephyrhills Fall Autofest, Zephyrhills Florida, car corral, swapmeet, 

auction, Vintage autoracing. www.zephyrhillsfestivals.com.
November 11-12 RACV, Veteran Rally, Lancemore, Victoria. Lindsay Urquhart, phone 

9773 1739
November 18-19  Bendigo Swap Meet, Victoria 2007 TEA 
December 2-5 LE JOG, Lands end to John O’Groats, www.hero.org.uk

2007
Jan 25 - Feb 4 Melbourne Federation Tour, all historic vehicles. 

pbgabe@netspace.net.au. Peter Gabe phone 0061 3 9558 318
March 5-9 third down Under International Steam Fair, Echuca, Murray River, 

Victoria. Susan May at psmay@optusnet.com.au or 8 Roberts St, 
Essendon, Victoria 3040.

March 26-30 National Veteran Rally, Busselton, West Australia.
May 30th Boulogne Bicycle Rally, www.theoldbicycle.co.uk
June 2-10 30th Anniversary Riley Club of Holland Tour, NZ 

Contact Ramon Farmer 03 339 6048
June  Centenary Meeting Brooklands, Tony Hutchings, 

Tel 01 344 844 287 www.brooklands.org.uk
June 10 - 31 July  Peking to Paris, A re-enactment of the original 1907 event for 

Veterans, daniel.ward@threadneedle.co.uk 
June/July  Peking to Paris, 100th anniversary run, pre-war cars 

mail@endurorally.com., www.pekingparis.com 
June/July Veteran Tour to the Outback, Queensland. Contact John Stewart, 

0061 3359 8841 or j.stewart@aospl.com.au
June 24-29 New England Brass & Gas Tour, Warwick, Rhode Island, 

Horseless Carriage Club, Skip Carpenter, 265 Boylston St, 
Shrewsbury MA 01545

October Riley Rendezvous - South Africa, Mike Jones, 14 Chelmsford Ave, 
Essexville 6070, Port Elizabeth, South Africa

October 10-13  Hershey Swap Meet, Pennsylvania 
October 12-22 RALLY WEST 2007. Veteran Car Club of WA National Rally 

www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au Open to pre December 31,1930 
vehicles. Contact John McLean 08 9448 2120

November 17-18  Bendigo Swap Meet, Victoria

2008
TBA  National Tour to Celebrate 100 years Ford T, Model T Ford Club, 

Echuca, Victoria, Australia

2010
Summer  AACA 75th Anniversary Celebration, Joseph Gagliano, 

PO Box 634, Zoar, OH 446697, gaglio@aol.com

A small selection of significant one-off and major annual events have been 
garnered from a variety of sources as a guide. Readers are urged to check the 
date of any event with organisers before making plans to attend. 
A much more extensive list is available by country and period from Rob 
Knight, 48 Fairview Avenue, Feilding. Tel 06 323 3104 or fax 06 323 3102. 

ATTENTION!!!
MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIASTS

The rally headquarters is booked; a short social run for 
the early arrivals has been organised for Friday afternoon; 
the Friday evening is sorted; the various rally routes of the 
main event on Saturday are mapped and checked; an inter-
esting and relaxed lunch venue had been chosen; Saturday 
evening is looking as though it is going to be an evening to 
remember; and Sunday will be made up of a morning run, 
afternoon field tests and the formal prize giving. So, in the 
words of our Aussie cousins – “WHERE THE BLOODY 
HELL ARE YOU?”

Entries are coming in steadily, and we so far have a 
number of overseas entries from Australia, England and 
Holland, with a number of other overseas people in the 
process of sorting out bikes and travel arrangements. 

Just remember that entries close on 6 November, and 
that is a lot closer than you think. Everyone out there that 
are still in the process of arranging V.I.C.’s for their bikes; 
remember, we will need that number with your entry, and 
those of you that have already entered, but advised that the 
V.I.C. is to follow, we will need to have that number with us 
by 6 November. 

We will be taking late entries up until mid January, but 
apart from there being a financial penalty, we will not be 
able to guarantee “all the trimmings”.

The After Rally Tour is generating a lot of interest 
and entries are coming in thick and fast. Ian and Marilyn 
McKinlay have done a wonderful job of putting together a 
tour through the mid South Island area with the emphasis 
on a relaxed social week with enough motorcycling to keep 
everybody happy but also sufficient time so that you can 
visit places of interest as well. Because of the popularity of 
this tour, and the limited accommodation available, we have 
had to say that entries for this tour can only be taken on a 
“first come – first served” basis – another good reason to get 
those entries in nice and early.

So, with the local team putting in so much effort, why 
not come and join us in Christchurch over the weekend of 
16 to 18 February 2007. 

To all you less enthusiastic motorcyclists, why not consider 
borrowing a bike or – even buying something suitable - and 
come for a friendly, sociable time in Christchurch.

Looking forward to meeting you all.
 THE COMMITTEE 

It is now less than six months to the National 

Motorcycle Rally in Christchurch and we have got most 

of the weekend organised.

Having spent some considerable time and effort about 

a year ago, fund raising (and with on-going monthly 

meat raffles), we are confident that 

we will be providing excellent value for money for the 

lucky entrants.
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wheels trade directory • beaded wheels trade directory • 

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, christchurch

Listings for over 800 models

FREE If you are into any restoration of any type 
Cars – Bikes – Boat – Aircraft – Trucks – 
Farm Machinery – Industrial Airconditioning 
– Refrigeration – Boiler or most anything. 

You must order one of our NEW CATALOGUES NOW.

Marketed by PPC NZ Ltd
Phone 0800 42 82 82

NAVITE air equip
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Lost Wax Process Mould Making
Having trouble getting parts?

We are now able to reproduce Vintage car parts using 
highly accurate lost wax casting method. 

For all your non-ferrous casting requirements.

castaway

Phone/fax 04 973 3615 Mob 027 476 3616 
castaway@paradise.net.nz

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES
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Ashburton  Les Bennett.

Our annual dinner was held on 20 July 
at the local MSA. The event was well 
attended and saw 25 year badges presented 
to Rodger Hart and Alf Scott and 35 year 
badges to Bevis Begg, Dave Boyle, Warwick 
Protheroe and Neil Holland.

The restoration of the year trophy was 
awarded to Ron Gallety for the restoration 
of his 1939 Dodge truck.

Our winter Solstice run which was 
postponed due to the snow in June 
was finally held on 23 July, 34 vehicles 
assembled at the clubrooms for a trip 
through Westerfield, Mayfield, Anama and 
Mt Somers districts ending at Buccleugh 
the property of Mrs Scofield where we were 
given a demonstration of making wool fibre 
and the uses to which it can be put. Owen 
Wilson decided recently to give his 1931 
Chevrolet a paint touch up but one thing 
led to another and the Chevrolet emerged 
from the workshop a totally different colour 
and very nice too it looks in its green and 
black coat. Dave Patterson has sold his 
Chevrolets and is now concentrating on 
Vauxhalls, having recently restored a 1953 
Vauxhall Wyvern.

Ted Allan has finished his 1939 Chevrolet 
coupe and is now working on a very rare 
Jewett Cabriolet. Arthur Wolfreys has just 
finished a 1945 Austin 10, Ike Hands has 
sold his Morris Minors and is now driving 
a 1934 ASX Vauxhall. Percy Ralston is busy 
working on Veteran Studebaker, good to see 
another Veteran in the branch. One of our 
senior members Bert Moore having sold his 
D A Dodge to Pierce Watson has recently 
purchased a very tidy original Morris Minor 
and Ollie Hurst has some time ago finished 
a nice little 1932 Ford truck and is now 
working on a rare 1932 Ford V8 cabriolet.

Auckland John Stokes
Motorcycles: Peter Le Gros is orches-

trating the restoration of Lance Anderson’s 
1916 Henderson 4 cylinder crankcase. This 
expensive imported item was considered 
too far gone to weld. Peter had it analysed 
and the composition is not much different 
from modern alloy. A week in a carefully 
controlled furnace sweated out most of the 
oil and chemical treatment got the rest. 
New motorcycle members are Paul Muir 
and Caroline Adam with a 1948 Mac 
Velocette and Ralph Levinson with a 1954 
Mac Velocette. Paul Pavlotich, the CEO 
of Motorcycling New Zealand spoke at a 
recent branch motorcycle meeting.

Veteran: Another Le Gros orchestra-
tion is the rebuild of Jim Welch’s 1905 V 
twin Riley engine after a couple of previous 
attempts didn’t work out. Barry Birchall 

is considering what he should do with the 
1911 Cadillac chassis and mechanicals he 
advertised a few issues ago. The advertise-
ment brought him most of the mechanical 
pieces he was missing. Sadly we farewell 
Neil and Glennys Cox who are moving to 
Queensland, so few will see the completed 
1914 Overland 79T. The hood is to be 
finished and then it’s in a container. Barry 
Robert is quietly working on his 1908 Rover 
single. Some control linkages have been 
completed and a manifold induction pipe is 
to be bent up.

Vintage: Bill Shears is attempting to fit 
Jeep pistons to the 1924 Berliet but this is a 
bit techo as the gudgeon bushes have to be 
offset in the rod. Glenn and Marion Morris 
won the overall prize at Waikato’s Double 
Fifty Rally in their Model A Ford

Commercial: Don Gordon is working 
on a Diamond T that was originally owned 
by his father. Jason Delamore has had his 
1942 Chevrolet half ton engine rebuilt. 
Don Johnson has finished the chassis of his 
1948 Ford V8 Bonus Built pickup. The body 
is proving a challenge. 

PV PW P60V: A new member is Berwick 
Taylor with a 1939 Bentley 4.25, a 1952 
Bentley Mk VI, a ‘47 Rover 16 and a ‘51 
Citroen Light 15. Mark Heaslip has finished 
the engine for his 1934 Singer Le Mans, 
the body has been fully skinned. Peter 
Wood has completed the chassis and most 
mechanicals on a 1948 Chevrolet Fleetline.

General: We have begun to organise 
displays of vehicles in our barn, initially 
motorcycles. Our surplus book sale netted 
$500 which has helped our library get other 
books.

Banks Peninsula W. Crapo
What a contrary bunch these old car 

drivers are! The middle of winter sees two 
of our most popular and diverse events. 
Dinner at the Canterbury Club gave the 
opportunity to present Frank Renwick and 
the absent Ted Loversidge with 50-year 
awards, and at the same time the branch 
was able to recognise and thank outgoing 
National President Leigh Craythorne for 
her support and friendship during her term 
in office.

Move forward a couple of weeks and 
we have swapped good food, drink and 
surroundings for the frost and mud of the 
Balcairn Trial. The entry had its usual 
plethora of Austin Seven but this time 
there was some serious competition. After 
a day of playing on muddy hillsides, the 
usual suspects of Mauger, Hyde and Datlen 
were upstaged by Mike Ludecke, driving 
Geoff Owen’s Ford Ten special, breaking 
the golden rule that you don’t beat the 

OBITUARIES

Alwyn McKenzie
Southland Branch

Alwyn received his 50 year member-
ship badge from National President Leigh 
Craythorne on 1 October 2005 having been 
a member of the Southland Branch for the 
duration of his membership. Alwyn was 
well known in his 1910 Clement-Bayard 
which he restored in time to participate 
in the first Dunedin-Brighton Rally. More 
recently Alwyn and the Bayard attended 
the 50th Dunedin-Brighton as one of three 
original driver / vehicle combinations.

Alwyn and his brothers were well known 
for their exploits in their 1914 Model T 
Ford on various International Rallies. The 
brothers enjoyed the journey to these and 
other events every bit as much as they did 
the events themselves, having caught the 
Vintage motoring bug on the Haast Rally.

While Alwyn lost his battle with cancer 
in early June, he did manage to attend 
a number of the Vero Rally events and 
thoroughly enjoyed catching up with old 
motoring friends. An ANZAC Day Rally 
involving members of the McKenzie Clan 
and their vehicles was the realisation of 
another of Alwyn’s rallying ambitions.

Alwyn’s interest in Vintage vehicles lives 
on in his children and grandchildren.

Glenys McKenzie 

Ralph Ogden Watson
23 July 1918 – 23 August 2006
Waitemata Branch

Ralph Ogden Watson, a very special 
engineer, motoring enthusiast and racing 
driver, passed away peacefully on the 23rd 
August 2006, aged 88 years.

Ralph will be well remembered by many 
as a competitor driving his own famous 
creations, the BSA and Lycoming Specials, 
competing throughout the country over a 
period of fifty years. He was also a keen 
sailor, having designed and built Chesapeake 
a 34 ft steel yacht. The final project was an 
exquisite rotary aero engine, eight years in 
the making.

There will never be another like him. He 
demonstrated unsurpassed skills, combining 
the technical and practical. It is significant 
that the Watson built cars remain continu-
ously competitive, having outlived their 
inspired creator. 

Ralph was diagnosed as having 
Parkinson’s disease and for the last eighteen 
months he remained in care at the Te 
Aroha Community Hospital.

 Trevor Sheffield
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owner in his own car. With the Long wheel 
base class going to Vaughan Elcock in the 
family Model A Ford, and short wheelbase 
to Michael Pidgeon in the Brescia Bugatti, 
there was not an Austin to be seen among 
the winners. The organisers looked happy.

Normally by now you would be reading 
about the happenings of the Topless tour. 
This year’s event has been delayed to allow 
our southern members to create a run in 
honour of Jim Riley and John Rogers on 
roads which are impassable at this time of 
year. Details will follow as soon as they are 
confirmed.

In place of this, Chairman Haycock 
lead a small but select group to the West 
Coast hamlet of Ross in order to sample 
some interesting back roads and local sights. 
The trip over seemed to involve a stop at 
every local hostelry en route, and he then 
apparently managed to lose his entourage 
completely on the return journey. Obviously 
he needs more practice at running motoring 
weekends, and will be given ample opportu-
nity to remedy this.

As the weather improves and our softer 
members emerge from hibernation we 
have a variety of events to occupy them, 
September’s opening run, the Maugersfield 
driving tests in October, November sees us 
venture forth on the spectacular roads of the 
Peninsula and early December we should be 
back at Hawkeswood for the sprint.

News on the garage scene seems a little 
light at present. Craig Keenan has had the 
head off his Sunbeam, and seems to have 
found the cause of intermittent overheating. 
Gavin Bain has recommenced work on his 
1915 Peugeot BP1 (Bebe), and our mechani-
cally and technically incompetent chairman 
has taken ownership of a 1915 Peugeot type 
153A restoration project. Phil Mauger has 
just returned from running the ex-Denny 
Hulme McLaren M23 at Laguna Seca in the 
USA, and Bob Beardlsey and Clynt Inns 
have completed their Grand Tour of Britain 
and Europe with the GP Darracq. We look 
forward to hearing tall tales. 

Bay of Plenty  Jack Hoven
Our June run was the Lady Navigator 

organised by chairman Clive Taylor. The 
destination was Matamata. The Firth tower 
museum proved to be an interesting venue 
to have lunch. There is a villa to view 
recreations of life in days gone by, a church, 
a school room and the tower. The overall 
winners were Peter Butler and Marion 
Carlson in a Model A. The sunshine brought 
out 28 cars for the off the Beaten Track run 
organised by Bruce and Lynne Hutchinson 
in July. The countryside was stunning in the 
winter sun as we travelled on the Western 
B.O.P. back-country roads ideal for Vintage 
cars. We finished at the Comvita complex 

where we could learn about the birds and 
bees – as if we didn’t already know. It is a 
well set up centre and warm after a drive in 
an open car, delicious ice creams and honey 
related goods for sale.

The highlight in August was our prize 
giving dinner 48th anniversary. National 
president Leigh and her husband Tony were 
there and Leigh presented Wally Jelaca with 
his 50 yr membership badge and certificate.

It is with much regret that we report the 
death of two members. Foundation member 
John McCracken and Colin Dickinson. Our 
sincere condolences to their families.

A big improvement has been made to 
our monthly newsletter The Klaxon. For 
many years we had what must have been the 
leanest newsletter in the country consisting 
of one sheet! Thanks to Carole Lindsay we 
now have a proper magazine with photos 
and articles in a bright yellow cover. Well 
done Carole! Long may it continue.

Canterbury   Tony Becker
An eventful winter has all but departed, 

as we venture into quite a demanding spring. 
Our new Committee is up and running 
with plenty on its plate as the excite-
ment and interest mounts for Canterbury 
Branch’s Annual Swapmeet, Branch 50th 
Anniversary Celebrations, plus Annual 
Vintage, Homestead and Veteran Rallies to 
come. Events past have included Motorcycle 
Mid Winter Run to Hanmer, the Annual 
Winter Picnic Run, working bees, High 
Tea, plus the finishing and opening of a 
new Spare Parts Engine Shed – just for good 
measure!

The Hanmer Motorcycle Run was report-
edly good fun but just a little too damp that 
cooled the air on the outward ramble. Good 
company and travel via the extra-long-way 
to Hanmer, made for cold hands but warm 
hearts. A bonus for some was a diversion on 
Sunday’s return trip, to the Balcairn Mud 
Trial on the way home. Familiar entrants 
from Nelson to Ashburton were among the 
30+ riders attending this much-enjoyed 
annual weekender. 

High Tea run this year ended at the 
Papanui Workingmens’ Club. Eighty 
members enjoyed a really social meal after 
driving an ‘appeteasing’ route from Halswell 
Quarry.

Foundation member Ralph Edwards had 
the honour of cutting the ribbon to officially 
open the new Engine Shed in August. A 
large gathering of members was highly 
impressed with this long awaited asset. 
Formerly weather-affected mechanical parts 
may now be housed dry and presentable. The 
standard of work carried out by Des Fowler, 
John Wallis and the ‘Parts Shed Boys’ with 
little outside help, is a credit to them.

Another of Cutler Park’s assets, The Barn, 
now boasts an attractive new kitchen and 
fittings. Some would say ‘tis well overdue, 
but now it’s damn nice, in shades of blue! 

The ‘9-90s’ is an often-misunderstood 
weekday branch activity. Open to ALL 
members, this group usually gathers on 
the first Wednesday of each month around 
10am. (See Hub for details). The Convenors 
lead members to pre-arranged points of 
interest such as farms, industries, museums, 
homesteads, private collections and the 
like. Occasionally there is a modest visiting 
charge, however, most days are simply a 
pleasant drive to somewhere interesting, cost 
free. VCC vehicles, picnic lunches and name 
badges are the only really necessary items. 
Colin and Helen Clutterbuck recently took 
over from popular long-serving Convenor, 
John Kuipers. They invite all available 
members to participate in the 9-90s very 
social weekday jaunts that they have lined 
up.

Lined up too, is the big Canterbury 
Branch Celebration of 50 successful years 
over Labour Weekend. Entry Form for this 
was published in August’s edition of ‘The 
Hub’ magazine. From Friday Night’s Noggin 
& Natter, the programme for Saturday 
features a field-test start to the all day Rally, 
ending the day with an old-time dance in 
the evening. Sunday features a large public 
display of club vehicles, under cover at 
the Showgrounds. A dinner at Addington 
Raceway Sunday evening with speeches and 
prize-giving winds-up the Celebrations. The 
distribution of a book written by Colin Rae 
on the 50 Years of Branch History is timed 
to coincide with the event.

Canterbury Branch Membership 
continues to strengthen, with a further 
fifteen single and joint applications 
approved in August alone. Long may the 
trend continue!

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Elaine Proffit
At the end of June we had our annual 

night owl run organised by Lorolie assisted 
by Tom which was a well thought out little 
run of about 1/2 to 3/4 of an hour around 
the streets of town. There were a couple of 
interesting twists to keep everyone on their 
toes. The run was won outright by Peter and 
Coral Worrall with a clean sweep of all the 
questions. This was followed by our usual 
enjoyable potluck tea and a word game put 
together by Tom. 

The July outing took the form of a garage 
raid arranged by Walter and attracted 
approximately 30 members. While the men 
went to inspect Lance Burn’s Cadillac and 
Bruce Taylor’s 100R SR BMW, the women 
visited a local orchid growing business then 
rejoined the men to go to see Andrew 
Thomson’s projects including a phase 4 
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Super Snipe and lastly to Walter’s to view 
progress on the latest acquisition, a 1926 
Alvis 12/50 sports tourer. An interesting 
afternoon finishing with afternoon tea at 
Walter and Alison’s. 

Our guest for July club night was ‘The 
Chocolate Lady’, Debbie Purdie of Scilla 
Chocolates, Ohope, who talked about the 
art of chocolate making. There were sample 
chocolates for tasting and also some for sale.

Wednesday 16 August saw 37 members 
descend on the RSA for our annual “N N 
N” – that is; Nobby’s Nosh Night organised 
by Nobby and Jean Clarke. This popular and 
enjoyable social event on the club calendar 
happened to coincide with Nobby and Jean’s 
54th wedding anniversary and Chairman 
Walter made a small presentation to them. 

For the commercial enthusiasts, keep 
in mind there will be a commercial get-
together at the Watchorn Museum at Labour 
Weekend.

Far North  Dave Duirs

The Molloy Trophy run, organised by 
the Masons, on a fine winters day, had a 
good turn out with a good mix of older and 
more recent Vintages to take advantage 
of the scenic run with challenges through 
Takahue, Victoria Valley over metal roads 
around Duncan’s road and Parapara, ending 
at the clubrooms for a cuppa. The constant 
reminder regarding safety on our runs, 
particularly in the areas of speed (too slow), 
tail gating and stopping for clues was given 
a wake up call with one incident which, 
fortunately, was injury free. As is customary 
on this day the proceedings concluded with 
a pot luck mid winter Christmas dinner 
which, once again, was a great feast. Dave 
and Peg Hills with their Triumph Stag 
posted top marks for the day.

Our Annual Dinner and Prize giving was 
preceded by an ‘entrée’ run which started 
in Mangonui and necessitated navigating 
through some of the new section develop-
ments in the Doubtless Bay area. It’s just 
amazing what is going on in our back yard 
and we didn’t cover all of it. No doubt the 
local council and all those who feed on 
the mechanisms of consents are being kept 
very busy and eventually there will be little 
boxes all over the hills all trying to get 
a peek at what Captain Cook considered 
‘doubtless a bay’ as he shot past! Amazing 
how values change. Even when we came up 
here in ‘68 the whole area could have been 
had for a few thousand dollars. However, out 
of all this we have gained some interesting 
new members. I digress. The run concluded 
in a local truck depot where a few basic tests 
of braking judgement and blindfold driving 
took place. Isn’t it strange how we trust 
our navigator on a rally, but all of a sudden 

doubt every call when blindfolded! There 
must be a moral there somewhere. Gordon 
Matthews also had a look in one of his red 
cars. He is attracted to any old vehicles for 
sale around here and assures us there will be 
an auction soon. I jest not, as by procuring 
these items there is a chance of survival of 
some of these cars in the Club rather than 
perhaps disappearing for ever.

The Annual Dinner at the Taipa Resort 
on the beach seated about sixty members 
to a very substantial meal with some Irish 
musical entertainment and a chance to 
catch up with folk who haven’t been seen 
for a while. The honours this year went to:

Matthews Brothers cup (Rally points) 
Peter and Merrill Harris (who come up all 
the way from Whangarei each time)
Clubman of the Year Dave Hills
Molloy Trophy rally  Dave and Peg Hills
Brian Parker Trophy rally Peter and Merrill 
Harris
Mothers Day Trophy rally Brad and Nancy Topp 
Points Trophy (club points)  Vince Mason

They received the appropriate trophies 
and certificates hand-crafted by member 
Robin Parker.

Another fine day had near to thirty 
vehicles of all ages and sizes assemble by 
the historic Kerikeri Stone store for Ian and 
Mary MacGregor’s Kerikeri Kapers which 
kept us very busy with clues and questions as 
we toured the byways down to the Kerikeri 
marina and then up to Opito Bay for a lunch 
break and debate on the navigation section 
which had fooled some of us. Rumour has 
it that two buggies required a tow to assist 
them on their way. We then toured to new 
members (ex Auckland VCC) the Slaters 
to view their new home and large collec-
tion of interesting vehicles. And just down 
the road we visited new members (also ex 
Auckland) the Courtneys who kindly gave 
us a cuppa and showed us their very inter-
esting Austin collection and restoration 
workshop. Highest points this day went to 
the Hulses whose navigation skills have 
no doubt been upskilled after tackling the 
Aussie outback recently.

This month’s noggin’n’natter had a small 
group do just that and relax.

Vic McCready, who received his fiftieth 
badge last year, recently passed away and 
some members from this branch and 
Whangarei branch attended his funeral to 
celebrate his ninety-seven years!

A few members have succumbed to 
winter ills. We wish them a speedy recovery. 
A quick spin in the old car may just do the 
trick now that it IS getting warmer.

Don’t‚ forget the Autospectacular show 
on January 07 2007 at Taipa. If you are 
planning to holiday in the area you should 
make this day a must for the whole family.

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
Members of our branch were very pleased 

to learn that our out-going chairman Tony 
Bartlett was successful in the ballot for a 
position on the Management Committee 
of the club. We are confident that he will 
prove to be worthy contributor to our 
organisation.

Our annual general meeting held in June 
resulted in Adrian Joyce being elected as 
the new chairman, with former chairman 
Bartlett moving down the ranks to that 
of committee member. Jocelyn Wood 
remains as our correspondence secretary 
while Rosalie Douglas has taken on the 
role of treasurer as well as minute secretary. 
Former treasurer Mark Dunn has remained 
on the committee with Phillip Cook, Ray 
Squires and Terry Wood. Our wonderful 
editor Janet Squires has agreed to continue 
to tap the typewriter keys, for which we 
are very grateful. Terry Wood and Adrian 
Joyce remain as the parts department co-
ordinators, and Merle Webber continues as 
Librarian/Archivist.

The July run, organised by Rosalie 
Douglas, proved to be a bit of a head-
scratcher, especially towards the end. We 
were given a list of 18 murals to visit, and 
a list of 18 definitions, not in the correct 
order, to place beside each mural as you 
came to it. Simple. You might say - but at 
least five of the definitions could have fitted 

Left: 2006 VCC Far North Branch Kerikeri Kapers 
the Thorners and the old thermette for hot water. 

Lunch break FNVCC Kerikeri Kapers
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several of the murals. It will be interesting 
to see the results of this run!

North Island Easter Rally: Planning 
for this event is moving along smoothly 
with entry forms having been sent out to 
branch secretaries. If you need one write to 
the rally secretary P O Box 307 Gisborne. 
Accommodation bookings should be made 
early as it will be a busy weekend in the 
city. The Club Captain’s tour will finish in 
Gisborne on the Tuesday evening prior to 
Easter, and we are planning to put on some 
half-day runs to places of interest for those 
who will be in town on the Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Gore Raewyn Dodds
Since our Birthday Party in June things 

have been very quiet down here.
Lots of restoration and reconditioning 

work going on around the area. Meeting 
night discussions seem to be about progress 
and, of course, offers of help – one of the 
great reasons for being in the Vintage Car 
Club. It never ceases to amaze, the gener-
osity of other members, sharing time and 
knowledge so willingly – priceless! Everyone 
has something to offer, even if it is only the 
chocolate biscuits for supper.

In September we held our 2nd P60 Run. 
A trip enjoyed by one and all I’m sure. 
Ours is too old/slow to keep up, it’s really 
just saving itself for other runs to come, 
already being planned and mapped out by 
our trusty Club Captain and anyone else 
willing to lend a hand.

October 14 and 15 is our Combined 
Rally with South Otago, Central Otago and 
Southland. 

This time we are heading to Pounewea on 
the Catlins Coast, followed by our official 
‘Opening Run’ for the summer season on 
October 29. November will be the South 
Otago Rally and the big occasion for our 
club – Our inaugural Hillclimb, which we 
intend to hold in conjunction with the 
Southland VCC Hillclimb on the weekend 
of the 25 and 26 November. Our Hillclimb 
Committee has been working hard and fast 
on the details for this tarseal hillclimb on 
a piece of main road that has now been 
re-aligned. Good spectator spots, good pit 
area, perfect challenge for those inclined. 
By holding both hillclimbs in the same 
weekend it is hoped that it will make it a 
worthwhile outing for those competitors 
who will have to travel. 

From there it will be downhill at a fast 
pace to Christmas with our usual Christmas 
runs, then into February for our Annual 
Festival Run. January will be ever so quiet 
compared to last January- I think that is 
still a really special motoring memory for 
all those who took part. Lots of us are now 

looking forward to Wanganui in 2012. All 
the best.

Our winter has been amazingly mild - a 
dusting of snow has been the most we have 
sighted this year – in fact some farmers were 
buying water in August! We look forward to 
a summer of pleasant (no extremes) weather 
and wish some Southland weather on other 
less fortunate areas of New Zealand.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
After a long illness Ross Williamsen has 

passed away. Our sympathy to you Dorothy. 
The Williamson Family never missed our 
annual Rally, the Tararua Trundle and 
motored the 1930 “A” as much as they 
could. The A is now in his son Daryl’s 
hands so we hope to see it around when we 
are in Hawke’s Bay

It was unanimously agreed at a special 
meeting that we proceed with the new 
clubrooms as per the building committee’s 
recommendations. So we have now made a 
start and, after the building permit is issued, 
hope to have the building closed in before 
Christmas. The new rooms are situated on 
the grounds of AP and I Showground’s and 
new Events Centre in Levin where we hold 
our annual swap meet in March.

A number of restorations are moving 
ahead, Mark Morgans Chev’ shed is in 
full swing with his truck well on the way 
to being finished. Mike Khull has finished 
the woodwork on my Maxwell and I have 
had the engine running. When all this 
part is finished it goes to Wanganui for tin. 
Ian Chamberlain is doing this bit. Andrew 
Heffey’s model A has a new power plant 
and had its first major run in August on our 
Sunday run. 

This was very successful with 20 cars 
plus joining in for a tour off the main road 
to Wanganui to their clubrooms where we 
were provided with a good lunch. After 
which we visited Ed Boyd’s Car Museum, 
a first for most of us. Then up the hill to 
be musically entertained by Ian and Fay 
Chamberlain on the busker barrel organ. It 
was great to see so many turn out. 

Have a look at trade me (Tomcat) We 
are selling a lot of donated items for the 
building fund including some complete 
restorable cars. Two have already been sold 
at the time of writing.

Also check out our Spark mag for spare 
parts.

Manawatu   Robyn Corpe
The Brass Monkey run was very 

successful. There were not as many entries 
as usual but 50 members enjoyed a meal at 
the Cheltenham Hotel. Results as follows 
- 1st Steve Bright and Gary Millar - 1939 
Chevrolet truck, 2nd Maurice and Christine 
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Barry Wilson’s Rover 1929 Sports Coupe

Entwisle - 1935 Chevrolet, 3rd Sandy and 
Trev Hardy - 1974 MG BGT.

At the June meeting club member John 
Ireland talked about auto electrics and 
answered many questions. John is always 
ready to assist members at his auto electri-
cian business in Feilding. John and his wife 
Ann rally a MG BGT and a Morris 8.

It was with sadness we report that 
Quentin Holdaway died in March. He 
joined the Club in 1980 and was an enthu-
siastic supporter of all club activities.

At the July meeting Derek Haycock took 
us on a tour of Germany, France and the 
U.K. Derek and his brother Tony were part 
of the team that took the 1906 Darracq to 
Le Mans in June for the 100th Anniversary. 
We enjoyed the photos of the castles down 
the Rhine and the wonderful Chambord 
Chateau in France. All the famous car 
museums were visited and finally the 
highlights of Britain. We all enjoyed this 
armchair trip around Europe.

Once the cold weather is over we all look 
forward to spring activities and the Swap 
Meet at Manfield at the end of September.

Marlborough  John White
Hi all. My apologies for not sending 

notes last month, my excuse being I went 
awol. Will try to make up for it herewith.

Firstly we record the sad and sudden 
passing away of fellow club member Russell 
James our VIC inspector who will be sadly 
missed.

Next we pass on our best wishes for an 
early recovery to a number of our members 
who have been hospitalised over the past 
few weeks, namely Margie Wilson, Athol 
Smart, Murray Bown, Ron Hebberly and 
any others I have not heard about.

On the motorcycle scene we have 
enjoyed two runs of note, firstly to Zig and 
Lynn Lane’s well known Harley Davidson 
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collection where 15 motorcycles and six cars 
turned up to a sumptuous afternoon tea and 
drool over the varied models. That was in 
June and our July run was to Ron Hebberly’s 
stable at Seddon where he provided us with 
a barbeque lunch which left nothing to be 
desired and then an interesting look over 
his great collection of Yamaha ex farm bikes 
and other makes. I think some just went 
along to sample Ron’s homemade wine? 
There were too many mainly bikes and a 
few cars to count. As Phil Taylor who did 
the branch write up says “We are lucky in 
this branch to have such dedicated collector 
motorcyclists”

Our next activity of note was what we 
call the Snow Run up to Nelson Lakes,so 
called because occasionally this annual run 
is attended with some snow. I have attended 
a few in the snow when I was with Nelson 
Branch. Last year Nelson Branch issued 
a challenge to all to bring the best lunch.
Marlborough Branch accepted the challenge 
and decided to do it in style so obtained the 
use of a local hall in St Arnaud to hold our 
luncheon competition in style because the 
facilities at lakeside are not all that elegant 
at this time of year,not to mention the sand 
flies and wasps. Because I was awol, I quote 
our chairperson’s comments on this run.

“Our combined run to St Arnaud to 
meet up with our Nelson counterparts, was 
a roaring success. Our branch agreed to 
do the catering this year to try and better 
the brilliant effort that Nelson made last 
year, but little did we know the monster we 
had created! I was hopeful of 50-60 people 
turning up and hired the comunity hall so 
we had somewhere warm to eat. Little did 
we dream that there would be 192 bookings 
for lunch and extras who brought their own 
lunch. We even had a contingent from the 
West Coast”

I called on Barry Wilson to see how he 
is progressing with the building of his Rover 
Sportsmans’ Coupe. I’m sure he will be able 
to give Beaded Wheels an interesting item 
on the building of this interesting vehicle 
when finished. He has had a test run in it 
but has it laid up temporarily to overcome 
teething problems and carry out modifica-
tions.

This Rover is 1929 Vintage and has a 
RAC rating of 17.7 hp is 2022 cc capacity 
3 speed gearbox with a wet clutch. Barry 
acquired this Rover from David Bruce about 
10 years ago in trucked form. It had origi-
nally been a 4 door saloon. It was first 
discovered in a shed in a market garden 
in Lincoln near Christchurch. The car is 
being rebuilt by Barry to specifications of 
the 2 door sports coupe version and has 
wood framework and fabric covering.As one 
would expect he’s doing a great job of it.

although you would never have known 
it, such a positive person, but sadly Alan 
passed away on 17 August 2006.

Nelson Club welcomed the following 
new members: Bradley Evans, Robert and 
Faith Fraser and Jack Ainsworth.

With regards to restorations: John 
Stanley’s 1933 Riley 9 has the body back 
on its chassis. Colin Gregson, under the 
watchful eye of Gordon Routledge, is 
building the body for his Austin Seven 
Special.

Northland  Pots 38
Hello from the sunny but cold North. 

I guess I’m noticing the temperatures a bit 
more at present after spending the last 16 
days on the Sunshine Coast in Australia. 

Well back to business starting with our 
AGM which was held on 7 May. We always 
seem to have trouble getting members along 
to this so decided on a different format this 
year. We had the meeting on a Sunday 
afternoon instead of the usual night. We 
had a shared lunch and chat followed by the 
meeting at 2 p.m. Some of the committee 
had a ring around beforehand too and this 
helped get some members along that we 
hadn’t seen for a while. The meeting was 
well attended so the new format seems to 
have worked and we will be doing the same 
next year.

Dargaville did us proud once again with 
their Mothers’ Day Run. A little wintery, 
but the rain held off enough to enjoy 
morning tea in the potting shed at the 
River Park. They then drove out to Mahuta 
Gap and Glinks Gully before circling back 
towards Dargaville and were directed to the 
Harding family residence built in 1893 and 
where the descendants of the family still 
live. The ballroom was used for their finger 
food lunch. Judy Harding gave a talk about 
growing up in such a grand home and a 
background or early life in Araroa. Thanks 
go to Dargaville for their hospitality.

The Motorcycle Rally was held on 20 
May with 46 bikes of differing types makes 

Nelson   Pat Kennedy
We have been pretty lucky in the weather 

stakes and a good number of our members 
have been supporting both club nights and 
our runs. 

July Club night “Silk Riders” was an 
excellent talk and visual display on the 
re-enactment of the great explorer Marco 
Polo expedition which took three years, 
our modern day explorers on their BMW 
motorcycles completed it in three months. 
If you should want to know more about this 
very interesting trip – buy the highly recom-
mended book “Silk Riders” with all proceeds 
going to UNICEF. August Club night was a 
film evening (silent) presented by Brian 
Pratt who came armed with plenty of 1950s 
and 60s 16 mm films on old motoring and 
racing - Prescott, Wales and others, great 
stuff. I’m sure that he will be asked back 
again for more of these wonderful old days.

July run was the popular Snow Run to 
St Arnaud, which saw close to 200 people 
turn up on the day. Eighty vehicles parked 
outside Rotoiti Community Hall for the 
lunch stop. This was a combined run of 
members from Nelson, Marlborough and a 
few from the West Coast, making this event 
a great success.

The August run attracted a total of 26 
vehicles and was from Nelson to Motueka 
with the first stop being Tractor World in 
Lower Moutere. This is a private collection 
of approximately 45 tractors, stationary 
engines and plenty of other memorabilia 
– well worth a look. After lunch it was 
off to another private collection of cars 
belonging to Robin Bloomfield. After the 
last stop many of our group drove to the 
Motueka Hospital to either drive past or 
visit with Alan Moss. Alan had only just 
recently returned from a trip away with the 
McLaren Trust group who were celebrating 
40 year of McLaren Can Am racing. Alan 
said it was a wonderful experience and 
he met many wonderful people and was 
thankful for the time he spent on the tour. 
Alan has had a long battle with cancer, 
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and ages attending. They reckon it’s going 
to be renamed the “Wet and Wild” Rally as 
it turned out to be just that. The organisers 
hadn’t banked on a week of solid rain and 
with the road being graded again the 10 
kms of metal road they had to go over to 
start with had turned to mud and slush. 
Keith Emsden was riding a bike he was 
unsure of and came off in the rough stuff, 
he lost a bit of skin and was soaked. Bruce 
Webb got a flat tyre, Elmer Music had 
gearbox trouble but finished the run in his 
vehicle and Maurice Kearn unfortunately 
slipped on the side of the road and had to 
abandon his bike as it went down a 2m deep 
drain, four strong men helped to pull it back 
up again. The bike was bent and he was 
bruised but he was there for the dinner that 
night. Dinner and prizegiving was at the 
Clubrooms with a great spread put on by 
the committee. It was a super run of approx 
70 miles, very interesting and demanding 
according to Sylvia Clearwater who was on 
the run and wrote a report for our magazine. 
What a great bunch of guys and girls who 
braved the elements and didn’t complain 
one bit about the atrocious conditions but 
went over those sticky roads and came back 
smiling. Only 24 bikes finished the rally so I 
think this says it all.

Our End of Rego run was very well 
attended with 19 vehicles setting off from 
the Upper Wairoa River Sports Complex in 
Dargaville with Bruce and Claudia Jefferies 
instructions being studied and interpreted 
while travelling over Omana Road through 
to Waiotira. The sun shone and the 
countryside was picture perfect. The run 
then returned to our clubrooms where there 
was a cuppa followed by the prizegiving, 

then drinks and nibbles and off to the 
Kamo Club for the Annual Dinner, great to 
see so many out for the day and congratula-
tions to all the winners.

Otago  Arthur Bennett
Mostly indoor news this time as we 

try and keep warm. Five degrees to seven 
degrees during the day have been a feature 
of the weather, fine with decent frosts. 
Early in July our Branch Annual Dinner 
was attended by 81 people at the Mosgiel 
Railway Station, most in their club eligible 
cars, with a visit to view and perhaps buy 
period clothing at Sue and Bill Partel’s 
home.

There was a flurry of activity when we 
invited Barry Gibson, an Investigator for 
the NZ Fire Service, to give a talk on 
prevention of fires in the home and motor 
vehicles. At the last minute Barry was forced 
to cancel his talk, but lo and behold at the 
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appointed time a Fire Service Appliance 
and Crew arrived and proceeded to give a 
talk and demonstration on fire safety and 
in invitation to visit them at the Station to 
an appreciative crowd. The following night 
a Midwinter Old Time Dance was held at 
the Club Rooms with the Evergreen Band 
in attendance. Forty-five members made it 
to the dance floor and thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening. 

New stock is coming in quite regularly 
to our Parts Section and we have started 
removing tyres from rims and wheels, poor 
condition tyres are off to make a sand 
barrier at a crib/bach down the harbour and 
not wanted metal is going to Japan. Good 
scrap prices are currently available.

Denis Johnston of Vauxhall fame has 
a huge warehouse full of Vauxhall and 
Bedford parts and vehicles which he is 
currently disposing of as he has sold the 
building. So if you are looking for body 
parts etc for 1930s models contact Denis. 
Angus Ireland is making good progress on 
turning a rare 1936 Austin 10 Roadster 
basket case into a very motor able vehicle. 

South Canterbury  Bill Weir
Our rally season was curtailed with the 

cancellation of the End of Season run due 
to snow making roads in our area difficult 
to use for other than essential traffic. The 
autumn season has not been very kind 
weather wise, with most events being held 
on rather lousy days, not what we normally 
expect in South Canterbury. However 
despite the weather our rallies have been 
well supported and hopefully next season 
will be a bit more pleasant.

The Annual All British Day was held 
on 4 June. Luckily just before the big 
snow but again the weather was ‘less than 
pleasant’ which saw numbers attending 
well down on previous years. Meeting place 
was the Aorangi Stadium Car Park. Ross 
Walkinshaw and Bill MacArthur were on 
reception sending entrants out the back 
roads to Pleasant Point via Rosewill and 
Levels Valley. Then it was off through 
Waitohi, ending up at Woodbury domain 
where luckily the hall was open for lunch 
because by this time the sky was steadily 
leaking. After lunch some headed home, 
put off by the weather, others returned for 
the prizegiving.

2006 AGM, the meeting was attended by 
the usual tried and true interested members 
who braved a cold night out and away from 
the comfort of home.

Club office appointments were carried 
out followed by the confirmation of the 
Branch calendar of events and the presenta-
tion of Branch Awards as follows:
Lyalldale Trophy
Kevin & Ruth Mercer and Russell & Joan Paul

South Canterbury Branch Restoration of the year 2006 Alistair and Nola Day’s 1939 Chev Coupe. This 
car is a family heirloom having belonged to Nola’s family from new or near new and was still in running 
order before the restoration.

Otago Branch Secretary Marion McConnachie 
viewing the project Locomobile at the recent Auto 
Spectacular. The original fuel tank, in very sound 
order, was recently given to the project by member 
Colin Pearce who had kept it for the last 30 
years in case it might come in handy one day not 
knowing what it was really for.
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Club Captain’s trophy
Alan Fergusson
Chairman’s Trophy
John Campbell
Restoration of the Year
Alistair Day 1939 Chev coupe
Navigators Trophy
Michelle Munro

The chairman of the night then handed 
the badge of Office over to incoming 
Chairman Alistair Day who will lead us 
(into temptation) for the coming year or 
two?

South Otago  Mel Tapp
The cold wet weather this winter has 

not seen us out and about much. I ran the 
mid-winter rally but due to bad weather 
only nine cars turned up but all seemed to 
enjoy the run that had to be shortened due 
to snow on part of the route. 

Our Annual Dinner saw the usual good 
turnout and awards were presented. The 
Restoration Trophy went to Malcolm McIver 
for his restoration of his 1926 Chrysler. The 
Service Award went to Peter Umfreville 
our long serving secretary. Ladies Trophy 
to Jan Cook wife of our chairman John for 
her support of John on club activities. All 
trophies were well deserved. Our opening 
run this year is to the Otago Vintage 
Machinery Club at their Outram Museum 
and display area. Our 35th Clutha will be 
held on 11 November. Entry forms available 
from Ian McDonald phone 03 418 0606 and 
also our Moped Run on December 3. There 
was a good turnout of members to the 
Gore Branch Fortieth Anniversary. Many 
of us were members at Gore before our local 
branch was formed. We were very pleased 
to see Gary Beaumont receive an award 
and certificate for his nine years on the 
management Committee of VCC. Gary was 
recognised for his involvement in the Club’s 
Constitution and Insurance scheme.

South Waikato  Poko Blomfield
Another month behind us, and it has 

certainly been cold. Be positive and look 
ahead, summer is just around the corner 
and the weather can only get better and 
warmer.

July has been busy for our club members 
including the Swap Meet in Rotorua for 

browsing, selling or purchasing. If you did 
not get there, there is always next year.

In the middle of the month we held 
our Country and Western evening. What 
a night – we were entertained by friendly 
members, you could not have asked for 
more entertainment with supper to follow. 
Members who came along and supported 
this venue all agree it was a good night. 
I noticed the sheriff had a tear in his eye 
when they sang Oh Danny Boy.

At the end of July we had a garage raid 
by members of the Sunbeam Car Club. 
Special thanks to Neville Beale and club 
members for the availability of vehicles on 
display and for the organisation. The feed 
back from members of the Sunbeam Club 
was great.

We moved to the airport for the second 
raid which showed home-built aeroplanes 
and helicopters courtesy of father and son, 
Murray and Bryce Belfield. Thanks boys for 
a marvellous display with fantastic crafts-
manship.

Last raid of the day viewed classic motor-
cycles. Again thanks to club members 
Ted Billett and Mike Shaw. We were very 
impressed with such a collection and the 
restoration of the bikes. What a display. 
The Sunbeam Club’s last stop was at the 
Blomfield’s for afternoon tea before departing 
for Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, Te Puke 
Rotorua and Te Awamutu

On Sunday 20 August, 27 members 
including friends braved wintry conditions 
to follow a directed course from Putaruru 
via Mamaku to Tauranga turning off on the 
Te Matai Road to the Te Puke Autobarn. 
We had lunch in the kitchen area above 
the car viewing floor. Owner Ray Singleton 
welcomed us and the Hamilton Motorcycle 
club. Ray told us of the progress from 
humble beginnings to the large complex he 
now has. Owing to failing health he has to 
stand aside and let the business go. 

After three hours of nostalgia we made 
our way home after a very enjoyable day. 

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
George and Sharron Jupp played host 

to the motorcycle monthly run where they 
were able to see the collection of farming 
equipment and other family collectibles. 
A large shed has been built by George 
from macrocarpa grown and milled by them 
on the farm in Tikorangi. The latest that 
George has been working on was a horse 
drawn seed drill and it was complete in 
every detail. There was a great line up of 
over ten tractors and a bulldozer all in good 
working order which added to his 1928 
Studebaker and 1929 Chev truck that has 
been on the farm for most of its life.

I had the pleasure of visiting Rita Frost’s 
home at Omato in west New Plymouth and 

was able to see the cars that her family had 
been working on. In the shed I found a 
1934 Chevrolet master sedan that had been 
fully restored with black and blue paintwork 
and beautiful upholstery and all complete 
with an original 194 cubic inch motor. A 
1936 Chevrolet deluxe is there also, beauti-
fully restored in green that took Rita 12 
years to complete. A 1952 Chevrolet deluxe 
styleliner is in original condition and all 
complete with the collection finished off 
with a 1939 Chevrolet truck with a tip tray 
that can carry up to 3000kg. This truck is 
proudly owned by Rita’s son John and it has 
been used by the military in years gone by. 

A very successful 2006 National AGM of 
our club was hosted by our branch in New 
Plymouth in August. It gave our members 
a chance to see and meet the National 
Executive and the National Management 
Committee. A former member of our 
branch Mr Greg Terrill was elected the new 
President of our movement and we are very 
proud to wish him well with all our support 
and members through out New Zealand. 
Greg will help lead our club forward. 
Delegates enjoyed the good old Taranaki 
Hospitality and were well looked after, led 
by a dedicated team under the guidance of 
Doug and Marilyn Surgenor.

It is with regret that we acknowledge the 
passing of a former member Mr Pat Lander. 
He was an enthusiastic supporter of our 
branch and filled the role of Treasurer and 
club Librarian. Pat was also involved in 
other club activities and was often seen in 
his little Austin seven. He also helped out 
on many check point duties. Our deepest 
sympathy goes to Pat’s family.

Ray and Mary Cook with Ian Bleakley 
was placed first in their class with the MG 
and Bryan Morris and Annette Cox was 
placed second in the commercial class with 
a Vauxhall ute when they attended the 
Whanganui Annual Rally in June

Taupo  Jack Hindess
When we first introduced the Brass 

Monkey Run it was always a night run held 
as close as possible to the winter solstice. 
However, with the passage of time and a 
few grey hairs, it was decided to have a 
late afternoon event in June, finishing at 
the clubrooms for soup and rolls. Keith 
and Val Moore, last year’s winners, set the 
run which involved visiting a number of 
well known local destinations and asking 
a few pertinent questions to prove you had 
actually been there. The winners were Bill 
and Marilyn Dawson who travelled the least 
distance and had the correct answers. It is 
now their privilege to set next years run.

Our July run was a weekday event, 
another departure from our usual Sunday 
outing. This was a trip to Reporoa to visit 

South Canterbury Branch Entrants on the 
All British Rally
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Donnelly’s sawmill, which has grown over 
30 years from a small fence batten plant into 
a fully automated sawmill.

Also in July we had a stand at the Hobby 
Expo which is an annual event run by the 
local Model Railway Enthusiasts. We had 
David Grayson’s 1928 Rugby on display as 
well as Joe Ridley’s stationary engine and 
an Austin 7 engine and gearbox from Ray 
Perry. Quite a bit of interest from the Expo 
visitors.

Our clubnights have been well attended 
and we have had some interesting guest 
speakers. There was Rex Short who is 
a motor mechanic but who now runs a 
computer repair business. He gave us an 
insight into the two years he spent in 
Norway living with the Laplanders within 
the Arctic Circle. At our Pot Luck Dinner 
in July we had Donovan and Jo Bixley 
along to tell us about a book on Mozart 
published recently. Donovan is a commer-
cial graphic artist who published the book 
entitled Faithfully Mozart where he illus-
trates with great humour some of Mozart’s 
letters written between 1769 and 1791.

We sadly report the death of long 
standing member Les Hayter on 4 July. 
Les who was one of our inaugural branch 
members played an active role in Taupo 
branch affairs. He was particularly adept 
in the layout of cars at the motor shows we 
have had over the years and his skills as a 
judge and scrutineer were always in demand. 
His obituary appears elsewhere in this publi-
cation. Our condolences to Joy and family.

Waikato   Jeremy Brook
Our July Club Run, run by Graham Pate 

was a great success. Starting from Matamata, 
Graham took a group of 24 cars to the Te 
Puke Vintage Auto Barn. The route taken 
was a fairly round about one commencing 
at Matamata, going via Tirau. The club 
members had lunch at the Museum and 
had a tour of the restoration workshop. Ray 
Singleton, the owner, has the business on 
the market and is looking for someone to 
take it over. A very successful run.

The Mid Winter Night Run came with 
a Christmas theme this year. It turned out 
to be a clear night, unusual for the Waikato 
there being no fog, it was not too cold and 
there was no wind. The event commenced 
with a dinner at the Club Rooms and then 
the entrants were sent off with a mystery 
destination, which turned out to be the 
North Pole. Two Santas popped up along 
the way to check progress and participants 
were required to sing a Christmas Carol. 
The North Pole turned out to be another 
car club in Hamilton and all enjoyed mulled 
wine and Christmas supper. Thanks to Judy 
and Ken Forster for organising it, with help 
from Rex and Robyn Cullen and Barbara 

Brook. The winners were Bryan and 
Lorraine Cossey who have the delightful 
duty of organising next year’s event.

On 4 November 2006 we have our 
Veteran run. This is being held on the 
day before the Horseless Carriage Club run 
which is also to take place in the Waikato 
and this will give Veteran owners the oppor-
tunity of two days motoring.

We are holding our PV, PWV and P60 
Rally on 1 October 2006.

As I write the Ladies Rally is to take 
place this Sunday, 27 August 2006. The 
theme is a “wear a hat and dress accord-
ingly”. No doubt the ladies will be looking 
chic.

I record the death of Elva Shepherd who 
died recently aged 105 years. Elva was the 
Veteran and Vintage Car Club’s oldest club 
member. She had to give up driving some 
three years ago and had sold her Austin 
A35 which she had owned for many years.

We welcome Neville and Fralice Hunt 
and Rex and Robyn Cullen as new members 
of the Club.

Wairarapa  Rosemarie Hickland
Our July outing the Margaret Gee 

Memorial Rally certainly challenged the 
participants’ mental aptitude! Organised by 
Tony and Myrna Lane, entrants were given 
their instructions, each question matching a 
grid point. The questions were weighted 5, 
10, 15 or 20 points and everyone could make 
up their own rally route with the point of 
the exercise being to gain as many question 
points as possible. Driver and navigator had 
to agree on which grid points to find first 
and how to reach them. Major points were 
lost if you arrived late at the finish line. A 
very different and challenging rally indeed. 
On arriving back at the clubrooms, a quiz 
organised by Quiz Organiser Extraordinaire 
Evelyn Chisholm was held culminating 
in a few drinks and a pot-luck dinner. 
Congratulations to the winners, Ian Cutler 
and Margaret Doyle. A good afternoon with 
approximately 16 vehicles participating and 
our thanks to Tony and Myrna Lane, Evelyn 
Chisholm and Annette Hickling (kitchen) 
and to anyone else who assisted in the 
organising.

July Club night saw Murray Johnstone 
of Wairarapa Search and Rescue speak on 
his experiences and the amount of time and 
effort put into saving people’s lives. A very 
interesting evening.

August’s rally will be a trip to Wellington 
to view the restoration of buses and steam 
locomotives, organised by Chris Slater, and 
Club Night will be all about our friendly 
little buzzy bees and how and what they get 
up to.

To those members who have suffered in 
any way from the recent floods we hope you 

are recovering from the devastation that 
was left in its wake.

Our August Rally saw a small group 
head over to Wellington to visit the Karori 
Omnibus Society’s venue, the Mainline 
Steam Trust and the Wright’s Hill Fortress, 
a set of underground tunnels built and used 
during WWII to protect the Wellington 
coastine from enemy invaders.

In September we held the Peter Smith 
Memorial Austin Rally which had a 
wonderful turnout of members (approx 45 
vehicles). No doubt, having been hiber-
nating for so long over the winter months, 
which seemed to be very long, everyone 
was keen to dust off the vehicles and enjoy 
a day’s outing. This rally took us out to 
Martinborough and back to Featherston, 
where we stopped at the Fell Museum to take 
a peep. A very interesting place, containing 
the only Fell Locomotive in the world. This 
loco was one of several that were used to 
haul freight and passengers up the steep 
Rimutaka Incline between Wellington and 
Wairarapa from 1955 and 1987. It also had a 
brake van, which took five men to operate. 
A major restoration task and congratula-
tions to those concerned. A warm welcome 
to new club members Murray Martin and 
Vanessa Kirkham who own a 1930 Ford A 
Tudor, Tony Hunt who is the proud owner 
of a 1941 Indian Motorcycle.

Waitemata  Keith Humphreys
What a perverse lot these Waitemata-

ites are? It’s mid winter, the cost of fuel has 
skyrocketed and for the first time this year 
we get the sort of turn-out that is expected.

Mind you, it is our major annual rally, the 
infamous R’Oil Can and this year organised 
by new Branch Chairman Alan Kerr and 
ably assisted by Eleanor.

Starting at Ardmore aerodrome at the 
ungodly hour of 7:00 am meaning most had 
to leave home at 6:00 to get to the start on 
time, we enjoyed near perfect weather with 
only a heavy frost, blinding early morning 
sun strike and heavy fog in the Waikato to 
remind competitors it’s mid winter.

Gates opened for roads through the 
Hunua Forest, morning tea at the Pukekawa 
Village Hall, and a very late lunch at the 
Okoraire Hotel had us wondering what time 
we might finish if there was still three hours 
of Rallying to go?

As it turned dark some were still trying 
to find roads in the forests between Taupo 
and Rotorua, whilst many it appeared, when 
realising the final venue, short-cutted it to 
Rotorua and the Heritage Hotel.

The organiser’s E Type Jaguar and the 
Humphreys’ 23-60 Vauxhall were ushered 
into the dining room as a surprise display 
with adequate oil proof covers on the carpet 
under these English cars.

idletorque
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Allan Osman Wanganui Branch playing Ian 
Chamberlain’s busker organ.

The Night Trial was a great event. The 
evening was very cold indeed, but fortu-
nately for our topless drivers it remained dry. 
The view from the top of Mount Victoria 
was perfect and the route was exactly where 
one would take an overseas visitor. Most of 
the “modern motorists” had stayed indoors 
to watch the Springboks-All Blacks test 
match, leaving the Wellington roads for us. 
The Rally ended at the NIWA cafeteria at 
Greta Point where we were provided with a 
cup of nice hot soup and supper.

Another Ladies Sewing Day was held 
which was well attended and we made much 
progress with our attires and hats for the 
2007 Art Deco Weekend and Rally. For the 
upcoming Posh Picnic Fiona’s Hat Making 
Day will be held on 23 September and this 
will be another hands-on day.

The Festival Rally was organised for a 
sunny Sunday, 20 August, and started with 
a shared lunch at the Clubrooms. After 
lunch all participants put their heads down 
engaging in the hard work of plotting the 
coordinates of the locations to be visited 
during this scatter rally. Twenty-five cars 
entered this rally and it was a most enjoyable 
afternoon. Thanks to Stan and Ray for 
organising this taxing event. 

On Saturday evening, 26 August, the 
“BIG 60 and 65 Birthday Party”, was held; a 
great happening whereby the baby-boomers 
enjoyed travelling back in time. Most where 
dressed up in the 60s style and it was often 
hard to recognise who was who. I would like 
to give a big thank you to the many helpers, 
in particular Diane and Tania White for 
support with the preparation and set-up, 
and to Carsten for the retro-sound-and-
light-and cartoons show.

On Saturday 2 September eleven of our 
Vintage cars and one motorbike lined up for 
the Spring Festival in Upper Hutt to display 
their beautiful shining cars to the public. 

Two or three cars had broken down out 
of an entry of 31 and one abandoned at the 
end of a very muddy track (obviously not on 
the correct route) to be recovered the next 
day, but all made it to the finish except for 
one Riley 9 Special.

After a very enjoyable meal, it was prize 
giving, and after the minor awards the 
nominated winner and organiser of the next 
event was announced. To our shock and 
horror it turned out to be yours truly, Keith 
and Diane Humphreys. Sooner or later each 
member has to take their turn at organising 
this major event, we just weren’t psychologi-
cally prepared for it!

Five hundred miles later we were home 
again having experienced truly excellent 
mid winter weather, and this “top down” 
rally proved less challenging than some, due 
to the superb weather.

More recently, and only a couple of 
weeks later, Peter Bruin organised a Drive 
and Dine. Starting mid afternoon, Pete 
took a good number of cars, firstly to 
the Aladdin’s cave that is the Subritzky’s 
aircraft restoration business at Dairy Flat 
where we were able to inspect progress 
on the Hawker Hind restoration, the 
nearly complete Spitfire, the very original 
Gloster Meteor being reassembled, and 
the Kittyhawk restoration well under 
way amongst others. Then it was on to 
Helensville for a fine old-fashioned roast 
dinner at the old Grand Hotel.

Another excellent day with rain only 
intruding after the Subritzky visit.

Our next major event is the Chelsea 
Walsh Hillclimb on 12 November

Wanganui  Fay Chamberlain
What a thrill it was for the branch to 

find the 2012 International Rally would be 
hosted by us. Those members who had been 
waiting for weeks to hear the result were 
absolutely delighted and lots of ideas are 
being thrown in the melting pot.

Clubnights continue to be well supported. 
Despite the inclement weather members 
turned out to enjoy Graham Carter’s talk 
in August, and much will be coming out 
of the closet for the shiny parts auction in 
September.

Sunday 20 August was a happy day with 
the visiting Horowhenua Branch plus the 
Austin Register joining us at the clubrooms 
for a barbecue lunch and a visit to Boyds’ 
Autobarn. For the more musical, there was 
a chance to see and hear Ian Chamberlain’s 
26 note busker organ recently completed 
and performing well.

On a sadder note, we lost a long-term 
member and keen motorcycle enthusiast 
with the sudden death of John Kendrick. 
A triple blow, as both John’s Mum, his wife 
Linda, and her parents are all members of 
the branch. Our prayers and thoughts are 
with them all at this time.

Community wise – The Classic 
Motorcycle club will be holding a charity 
auction in the branch clubrooms on 26 
August, members will be providing 
Vintage car rides for residents of the 
new Jane Winstone Retirement village 
on 2 September, and the club truck will 
be providing rides for the kids at the St 
Marcellin School gala a week later.

Much to look forward to.

Wellington  Elisabeth Smits-Brouwer
Spring is in the air and hopefully 

everybody has shaken-off the winter blues 
and recovered from their colds and flues. 
During the last two months the Wellington 
branch has been very busy with many 
activities. 

Shona Nightingale (Horowhenua Branch visit) with 
gun from Wanganui’s River Queen movie at Ed’s 
Autobarn

The Wellington’s Groovy Big 60s and 65s Party in 
full swing.
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There was great interest in the cars from the 
over 35,000 visitors to the Festival.

Take care and drive carefully.

Wellsford/Warkworth  Rita Jorgensen
Someone had certainly worked hard to 

crank up the nice fine weekend for our 
annual Winter Woolies Wander. Entrants 
arrived from the Far North, Northland, 
Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Auckland and North 
Shore. Leon and Brenda Salt organised a 
very interesting run for a total of 48 vehicles. 
In the morning we travelled north and west 
to the small settlement of Tinopai on the 
Kaipara Harbour for lunch at the school. 
The afternoon section had us heading south 
and east of Kaiwaka and Wellsford to end 
the day at Warkworth. Everyone kept very 
alert looking for silent checks, locating sites 
of photos and answering questions.

The winners announced at the evening 
function were:
Vintage
Colin and Sandra Ashby  1930 Ford Model A Sedan
Post Vintage
Sheryl and Tim Cant  1937 Chev Pick-up
Post War 
Doug and Bev Grant  1954 Austin Sommerset
Post 60’s  
Peter & Merrill Harris 1966 Singer Vogue Saloon

Overall 
Peter & Merrill Harris, Wellsford 
Martin & Margaret Howson 
  1953 Alvis T.A.21 Saloon

On the Sunday we looked over the resto-
ration work on the ship the Jane Gifford 
at Warkworth, then viewed the beautifully 
restored 1901 white steam car of Mike and 
Lorraine Brown and Wilbur and Ayleen 
Brown’s 1917 Metz. The weekend wound 
up with a barbecue lunch at the Sandspit 
Motor Camp.

An afternoon run on 23 July took us 
from Warkworth out to Tawharanui regional 
park on the East Coast. Great views of the 
beaches and Little Barrier Island. We tucked 
in under the hill overlooking the beach out 
of the cold breeze for a cuppa. There are 
interesting rock formations on the cliffs and 
a nice clean sandy beach.

National Management member Bob 
Ballantyne and wife Debbie came up from 
the North Shore for our July meeting to 
bring us up to date with national issues. We 
certainly appreciate these visits.

Seventeen vehicles entered the triple 
combined rally on Sunday 20 August. The 
Wellsford section started at Puhoi, traveling 
west and north to Port Albert for lunch. We 
had lots of questions to answer. The Hibiscus 

Coast organised the second section down 
SH 16 to the Omeru Scenic Reserve and on 
to Kaukapakapa with more questions. The 
third section plotted by North Shore had us 
seeking out silent checks through back roads 
to end up at the North Shore clubrooms for 
afternoon tea.
Morning winners
1 Christine and Nicola Anglia
2  Paul & Kathy Collins and Rita 1938 Chev
First Afternoon winners
1  Colin and Ann Austen Model T
2 Paul & Kathy Collins and Rita 1938 Chev
Second Afternoon Winners
1= Paul & Kathy Collins and Rita 1938 Chev
 Richard Lloyd   1929 Buick

It is with deep regret I inform you of the 
passing of Audrey Littin. She was a founda-
tion member of the Wellsford Branch and 
had held the position of Chairman, and 
other executive positions and as Branch 
Delegate attended National meetings. Along 
with husband Albie they travelled all over 
the country to rallies and events.

idletorque

• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome 

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill
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Vintage Car Restorations. 24 Albert Street, Rangiora. Box 550.
Pearson’s Vintage Car Sales & Model ‘A’ & ‘T’ Ford parts.

1930 ROLLS ROYCE PHANTOM. 129 XJ. 2 door. (Southland)
False Cabriolet. 4 seater. Full restoration.
Priced at $300,000.00.

1928 MODEL ‘A’ FORD ROADSTER PICK-UP. (CANTY) 
 (A different vehicle advertised from the last Beaded Wheels Issue) 
 Fully restored. Only 5000 miles. Excellent condition. Price to be advised. 
Can be inspected at Pearsons Restorations.

YOUR VEHICLE ADVERTISED ON THE INTERNET. 
An advertising fee applies, only if the vehicle is sold. There are no other costs. Please Inquire. 027-2245-045 any time. 
Or email vintagecarsales@xtra.co.nz Phone 03-313-2924 bus hrs.

1930 MODEL ‘A’ FORD PHAETON. 
Excellent mechanical condition. Motors beautifully. 
Brand new engine.
Priced at $41,000.00. Firm. (Canty)

 See these, and more vehicles at www.pearsons.co.nz
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All correspondence to: PO Box 43009, Mangere.
Office & Showroom: 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland.

Phone 09 275 5316 • Fax 09 275 6882 • email: vet.vin@xtra.co.nz
website: www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

Equip your vehicle from New Zealand’s largest range of 
antique & classic tyres from

Est 1975

EARLY FORD PARTS 1909 - 1931
Veteran & Vintage stock an extensive range of new & used Model T and 

A Ford parts along with general restoration supplies

1925 Davis on 600 x 20 whitewall tyres. Owner Rod Welch

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS
Firestone Lucas Denman Dunlop Coker Excelsior SS or BE 

T Y R E S
Veteran Vintage Classic

Veteran & Vintage Cars Ltd
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