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These photographs have been supplied 
to Beaded Wheels by Fergus Gregory. 
He writes: 

“The two photos of the 
Sunbeams would have been 
taken at Oreti Beach but I do 
not have any more information 
on them.

The other is of my parents’ 
Willys car and caravan taken 
at the top of the Crown Range, 
March 1941 while on their 
honeymoon. The photo shows 
the gas producer mounted on 
the back of the car. My father 
made the gas producer, but on 
this occasion used petrol to tow 
the van to the top of the Crown 
Range”.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and 
information (where available) are welcome 
from all Beaded Wheels readers.
Please send original photographs of 
historical interest with any available 
information to 
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8141. Laserprints/
photocopies are not suitable. Photos will be 

returned as soon as practicable.
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Catch up on branch news including 
the Far North Branch Dunny Run, 
page 46.

We get you Behind the Wheel of a 
Packard 733, page 28.

Wellington 50th Celebrations, 
page 10. 

 Beaded Wheels 3

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels

COVER

Wellington Branch’s Dodge Fire Engine was part of the branch 50th 
Anniversary celebrations. 

 Photo supplied by www.dpettphotography.co.nz

Beaded Wheels
Publisher
THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NZ (INC.) 
The Historic Vehicle Authority of New Zealand
ISSN 0113-7506 Vol LVII No. 290

Editorial Committee
Kevin Clarkson (Chairman), Judith Bain, 
Rosalie Brown, John Coomber, Mark Dawber, 
Marilyn McKinlay. 

Material for Publication
Reports of restorations, events, road tests, 
historical and technical articles etc should be 
forwarded to PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141, 
typed or neatly printed, double space on one 
side of paper only. Email of text and photos is 
acceptable, digital photographs should be high 
resolution eg 300dpi. No payment is made 
to contributors. The opinions or statements 
expressed in letters or articles in Beaded Wheels 
are the author’s own views and do not necessarily 
express the policy or views of The Vintage Car 
Club of NZ (Inc).

E-mail
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Advertising Address
Classified and Display Advertising to: 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Phone 64 3 332 3531, Fax 64 3 332 3827 
Rate schedule available on request. 

Back Issues
Available on request to P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8141.

Correspondence & Editorial Contributions
Phone 64 3 332 3531, Fax 64 3 332 3827 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141.

Subscriptions
Beaded Wheels subscribers change of address to 
P O Box 2546, Christchurch 8140. 
Phone 03 366 4461, Fax 03 366 0273
Annual subscription (6 issues) $33 inc GST
Australian subscription (6 issues) NZ$48 
Other countries (6 issues) NZ$65.

Production
Typesetting & design by RGBDesign
Printed by Spectrum Print Ltd, Christchurch.

Closing Date for April/May Issue
Editorial Copy 25 February 2008
Advertisements  10 March 2008

The Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office 
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273 
Email admin@vcc.org.nz

Postal Address
P O Box 2546, Christchurch 8140, New Zealand.

Address
12 Aberdeen St, Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Website
www.vcc.org.nz

Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) and its 35 branches 
covering the length and breadth of the country. 
The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history, and provide rallying 
points for the constantly increasing band of 
enthusiasts. It is to these people, who appreciate 
the fascination of age, the individuality and the 
functional elegance of vehicles from a bygone 
era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – It is a very apt and well-known 
title however readers may wonder at the origin 
of the name. By way of explanation beaded edge 
wheels use beaded edge tyres that are kept in 
place by reinforced rubber beads, which fit into 
the rolled edges of the wheel rim. This style of 
wheel was a distinctive feature of early motoring 
being used on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars 
and most motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ 
adopted the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly 
club magazine in March 1955 which was the 
successor to the monthly Guff Sheet.
Copyright Information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided 
that reference is made to “Beaded Wheels, the 
magazine of The Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (Inc)” as the source. Beaded Wheels 
reserves the right to digitally store all published 
material for archival purposes.

 

FEATURES
10 50 Years of Motoring in the Wellington Branch

13 South Otago Rally

14 Chryslers in Oamaru

15 The Cowan Sunbeam

18 36th Dunvegan Motor Cycle Rally

19 The First National Moped Rally 

22 A Hershey Experience

25 Success at Pebble Beach

26 The 35th Far North Tour

28 Behind the Wheel —

1930 Packard 733 Standard Eight Phaeton

COLUMNS
4 President’s Message

4 As We See It

5 VCC Events 

6 National Office News

7 Mailbag

8 The Way We Were

17 Book Reviews

27 Vero Rally 2012 — Update

32 Sounding the Brass

35 Marketplace

42 Swap Meets & Rallies

45 Idle Torque

54 Obituary

Issue 290 February/March 2008

bw290.indd   3bw290.indd   3 30/1/08   9:40:37 PM30/1/08   9:40:37 PM



4 Beaded Wheels

president’s message

It is with immense sadness that I record 
the untimely and sudden death of Rob 
Knight, Management Committee Member 
and North Island Club Captain, on 20 
December last year. You will find a tribute 
to Rob further on in this issue of Beaded 
Wheels. I know his dedication and consid-
erable contribution to our Club will be 
greatly missed.

I would also like to acknowledge Rob’s 
wife Pat, for her ongoing support for Rob 
and his Vintage Car Club activities.

 Gaynor and I had the privilege of 
attending the inaugural event of the 
Wellington Branch 50 years celebrations 
in conjunction with their 50th Annual 
November Rally last year. We travelled 
as passengers in the Rally and enjoyed 
the scenery in and around Wellington 
City. Although the Wellington Branch 
did not officially form until 1958, leading 
up to this formation was a parade that was 
organised from Lower Hutt to Upper Hutt 
during the November of the previous year. 

The entire weekend last November was 
delightful, I was especially pleased to be 
able to present Vera, Lady Southward, with 
her 50 year membership badge. It was also 
immensely enjoyable to be able to take 
part as passengers in a re-enactment of the 
original parade from Upper Hutt to Lower 
Hutt. Over 200 vehicles participated in 
this and the Wellington Branch must be 
congratulated for the organisation of this 
event and for securing the co-operation 
from the two city councils and the Traffic 
Police. It was pleasing to see another long 
time Club member, Peter Fry, acting in 
his capacity of Town Crier. Many Club 
members entered into the spirit of the day 
and dressed accordingly in period costume 
to match the era of their vehicles. Of 
particular note was the huge and enthu-
siastic response from the public along the 
parade route.

The VCC had been invited to provide 
an event for Vintage racing vehicles at 
the upcoming V8 Super-Car Street 
Race in Hamilton in April of this year. 
Unfortunately I have just received word 
that this is not now possible due to promo-
tional requirements. From the VCC point 
of view this would have been a great 
opportunity to be observed in another 
aspect of our activities which we are not 
usually associated with. 

In our last issue (289) of Beaded Wheels 
we notified you that at the next Executive 
Meeting to be held in March 2008, we 
would have an address from a representa-
tive of Land Transport New Zealand 
followed by questions from members. We 
asked that questions be sent to National 
Office by 15 February 2008. At this point 
I believe the numbers of questions are very 
low. This is your chance to get any matters 
relating to LTNZ clarified, so please give it 
some urgent thought.

By the time you read this the National 
Veteran Rally will be upon us and the 
two national Easter rallies will not be 
far away. Please remember these rallies 
are put together for our enjoyment from 
within our membership. There is a great 
deal of time and effort put into the organi-
zation of these and they deserve to be 
supported wherever possible. From the 
reports I read I’m sure all these events will 
be memorable.

Following a recent Management 
Meeting I can advise that Bob Ballantyne, 
Management Committee member, has 
agreed to temporarily act as North Island 
Club Captain from now up to the next 
AGM in August 2008. We will be calling 
for nominations to fill this position prior 
to the AGM in the normal manner.

 Greg Terrill

as we see it

Change is inevitable – sometimes 
planned, sometimes not. Rob Knight was 
many things to many people – husband, 
father and grandfather, fellow club member, 
North Island Club Captain, Management 
Committee member and long time contrib-
utor to this magazine. Rob’s sudden passing 
means that he will be missed greatly by all 
who knew him and will also mean change 
for all of the above.

It is with sadness we present in this 
issue the final of Rob’s two part story of 
his recent visit to USA and the Veteran 
cars he managed to have a look at on 
our behalf, presumably while keeping Pat 
happy that he should spend hours gazing 
at the contents of old-car museums which 
just happened to be on the route that they 
took. He did plan to give us a follow-up 
story on his Hershey visit but this will 
not now happen. Rob made the Sounding 
The Brass column his own and he did 
it with some style and it was always a 
good read. The demands of supplying a 
column regularly can be onerous and even 
frustrating but Rob never complained – the 
copy just came in, good quality copy and 
always on time.

We would wish to continue the 
Sounding The Brass column as it represents 
an excellent venue for Veteran matters to 
be aired and should it disappear then we 
would all be the worse for it. Possibly there 
is a Veteran enthusiast out there waiting to 
pick up the baton? We understand that a 
new writer may have a different viewpoint, 
a different writing style and a different 
way of imparting information. If, over the 
coming months, you think that this is 
something you could do for your fellow 
club members then give me a call and we 
can have a yarn about it.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels
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FEBRUARY
 2 Auckland Veteran Rally
 8-10 Banks Peninsula Placemakers Classic Racing 

Timaru
 9 Waimate Waimate Wallaby Run
 9-10 Canterbury Annual M/C Rally
 9-10 Auckland Ellerslie Concours
 10 Taupo Club Run
 12-14 Nelson Founders Prince Henry Tour
 15-17 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally 
 15-17 Banks Peninsula Southland Times/Leitch 

Classics at Invercargill
 16-17 Nelson National Veteran Rally
 16-17 Marlborough Motorcycle Section  

weekender to Murchison
 17 Otago Vintage Venture
 17 South Canterbury Chairman’s Run
 19-21 Nelson Veteran Golden Bay Run
 23 Central Otago Ranfurly Art Deco Run
 23 East B O P East Coast Rally
 23 Gore Festival Rally
 23 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble
 23 North Otago All British Day
 23 Otago SFOS Hill Climb

 23 Wellington Gymkhana & Posh Picnic 
Trentham Park

 23 Wellington Triangular Veteran Rally
 23-24 Canterbury Annual Rally
 24 Northland Ladies Run & Posh Picnic
 24 Waitemata Pebblebrook

MARCH
 1 Horowhenua 1st Ted Green M/C Rally
 1 Southland Veteran Rally
 2 Canterbury Rear Wheel Brake Rally
 2 South Canterbury Mystery Run & Posh Picnic
 2 Waikato Vintage Venture Rally 
 7-8 Taupo Goodyear Auto Service Centre 

Lake Taupo Rally
 8 Canterbury Commercial Rally
 8 Wairarapa Rex Porter Memorial Run
 8 South Otago Annual Motorcycle Rally
 9 Gore Frank Robson & Clearwater 

Capers
 11 Central Otago Moped Rally
 14-16 Bay of Plenty Last of the Summer Days Tour
 15 Horowhenua Swap Meet
 15 Otago Swap Meet – cancelled

 15 West Coast Scenicland Rally
 15-16 Southland Switzers m/c Run
 16 Canterbury London (Street) to Brighton 

Veteran Rally
 16 South Canterbury Mid Island Rally
 16 Waitemata Drive and Dine
 17-21 Wellington Roger’s Expedition
 21-23 Waikato NI Easter Rally
 21-23 Marlborough SI Easter Rally
 24-28 Nelson Golden Bay Tour
 28-30 South Otago Weekender at Cromwell
 29 Wanganui Don Simpson Memorial Blue 

Smoke & Pedals Rally
 29-30 Canterbury Jim Toohey Motorcycle Run
 30 Bay of Plenty Waihi Hill Climb
 30 Southland Restoration Rally
 31 Banks Peninsula Topless Tour

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

BRUARY  23 Wellingto

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of month prior to magazine publication

Classic Tyres

PETER WOODEND
Ph 07 571 5525 • Fax 07 571 5526

Mobile 025 605 4040 PO Box 2245, Tauranga
Email: classic_tyres@wave.co.nz
Website: www.classictyres.co.nz

DUNLOP wire wheels, splines, knock-on caps, spokes and rims for
HEALEY, JAGUAR, MG, MORGAN, RILEY, TRIUMPH, ETC. White wall trims

for all Veteran Vintage & Classic Cars 1888-1970
DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN, 
FIRESTONE, COKER CLASSIC & DIMENSION IV RADIALS etc, 

also Dunlop racing tyres.

Contact
Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southward.org.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
MUSEUM TRUST

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre
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6 Beaded Wheels

VCCNZ INC NATIONAL OFFICE, 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz www.vcc.org.nz

Executive Meeting
The next Executive Meeting will be held on 1 March 2008 in 

Auckland. Should you have any item you wish to be discussed by 
the Executive, please advise your Branch Chairman or Delegate.
Question time with a Land Transport member

A little reminder from Beaded Wheels 289 that at the Executive 
Meeting in March 2008, a Land Transport staff member will be 
available to answer questions. Any questions (not in relation to a 
personal issue but in general) should be forwarded to the National 
Office no later than the 15 February 2008 and these will be 
collated and put forward by a Management Committee member at 
the meeting. Due to timing and the number of requests that may 
be received, we cannot guarantee all questions and answers will be 
dealt with at that time.

Subscription Time Again!
Your invoice renewals will be sent out mid February so keep 

your eyes open. If you don’t receive yours then please let your 
Branch Secretary know before mid-March so they can advise the 
National Office. You don’t want to have the late penalty payment 
because the postman has lost yours! 

Please let National Office know if you have changed your 
address or sold/purchased any vehicles. Membership cards are 
forwarded to financial members in April.
VCC Membership subscriptions are due to be paid in full by the 
31 March 2008. The option is given for payment directly into the 

Club’s bank account. Please remember, you must put your member-
ship number as the reference for the payment.

Wishing to transfer membership to another branch?
If you wish to transfer branches, you must obtain the relevant 

paper work from your branch secretary and have this completed 
before sending it to the National Office. Please note, branch levies 
differ around the country. If you transfer during February/March 
(after you receive your annual subscription), the figure payable may 
change to that which you have been invoiced. Please check this 
with the National Office or the branch you are transferring to.  

P60V Ruling
We are now in 2008. This means a vehicle manufactured in 

1977 is now eligible for the P60V class. This class is worded as 
follows which means that the year rolls over annually so a 1978 
vehicle will be eligible from the 1st January 2009.

e) Motor Vehicles constructed after 1st January 1961 
provided that no vehicle is accepted for this class until 
January 1st of the year that is thirty years after its original 
year of construction, such vehicles to be known as Post 1960 
Vehicles. 

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local branch contact 
details. You may also contact your local branch directly for application forms and details.

national office news

Club’s bank account Please remember you must put your member

HISTORIC RACE LICENCE
All members who hold a VCC Historic Race Licence are 

responsible for making sure that these not expired. There will be 
a group that will find their licence expires on 31 March 2008. 

If you are one of these people and wish to renew your Licence, 
please forward $22.50 prior to this date, along with your VCC 

HRL number or old HRL card, and it will be updated.

 Beaded Wheels 6

Full mechanical workshop for repairs with reconditioned water pumps, 
distributors, steering boxes, starter motors etc in stock.

Cast Iron brake drums front & rear with full brake floater kits.

Also large range of used parts available. 
Flat fan belts made to order.

Suppliers of Silicone Brake Fluid, 
White Wall tyre cleaner, Gas Tank 
Sealer, High-tension lead and 
coloured wire. Black loom covering in 
a range of sizes also in stock.

Veteran & Vintage Cars
Office & Showroom 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland. All correspondence to PO Box 43009 Mangere Auckland.
Phone 09 275 5316 Fax 09 275 6882 Email vet.vin@xtra.co.nz and website www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

  New Zealand’s leading stockist of

Model A & Model T parts

Veteran & Vintage Cars Ltd
New Zealand’s largest supplier of 
VETERAN & VINTAGE TYRES 

for all cars and motorbikes.
TYRE SPECIALS

Metric Beaded edge tyres, limited stocks available.

710 x 90  (21")  @ $336.45
815 x 105  (24")  @ $427.40
820 x 120  (22")  @ $427.40
895 x 135  (23")  @ $502.15
875 x 105  (26")  @ $469.40

MOTORCYCLE TYRES
26 X 3 Coker Black Button  @ $400.00
26 X 2½ Coker Black Button @ $400.00
28 X 3 Coker White Button  @ $657.00
28 X 2¼ Firestone White  @ $687.00

All Prices Incl GST

Drop in for coffee/tea have a chat and a look around while visiting the friendly Aucklanders, (jaffa Just Another Famously Friendly Aucklander ) 
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mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

a minority insists rigidly on its rights, it is 
in the greatest danger of losing them.

Ron Day

Dear Sir
As an unrepentant old pedant fighting 

the incremental erosion of the English 
language, I wish to correct Maurice 
Hendry’s use of the word “daft” in his 
letter to your mailbag.

One is not daft to own a car capable of 
200mph, though one might be ill-advised 
or wealthy or both.

Daft is a suitable if moderate description 
of Mr Hendry’s claimed habit of cruising 
his Cadillac at 100mph; something he 
appears to find acceptable. Even after that 
he should blithely do this with his nearest 
and dearest aboard.

But his rushing into print in a widely 
distributed magazine to declare his 
law-breaking … now that is taking daftness 
to a pinnacle rarely achieved.

And I suspect that the reason his wife 
listened to the stereo, and the kids played 
ludo in the back while this quiet cruising 
was going on, was to take their minds 
off the terrifying consequences of Daddy’s 
driving and the image of the Grim Reaper 
getting a grip on the off-side tailfin.

Cheerfully yours
Bill Cockram

Dear Sir,
Further to issue 288. The article 

featuring the 1931 MG by Keith 
Humphreys encouraged me to search my 
personal archives. Here are two original 
photos, taken in the 1940s, of an MG at 
the family residence at Epsom. Along with 
the car are Harrington Power and his wife 
Nina while I am the would-be co-driver!

Also in Beaded Wheels, 283 you featured 
a ‘38 Packard coupe and I am enclosing a 

photo of a similar (if not the same) car 
pre-restoration? 

Trusting this may be of interest to some 
readers.

Roger Power

Dear Sir,
I enclose a photo of a car bonnet 

ornament which has been in the posses-
sion of my family for many years. However, 
I do not know its exact origin and I am 
wondering whether any of our readers 
would be able to help me in identification. 
I have asked many car enthusiasts here but 
none have any knowledge of it.

My original family owner was a cousin, 
Mr Fred Hadfield. I know he had it from 
well before WWII, possibly in the 20s 
or 30s. He passed it on to my father and 
in those days I was not interested in its 
origin. Now I am interested and I would be 
very keen to know if anyone could tell me 
what make of car it first appeared on.

Peter Brown

Dear Sir
I enjoyed very much the Gore to 

Waipori Falls Power Station story in 
Beaded Wheels  289.

Is there any record as to how the 
material and machinery needed to build 
the dam and power station were trans-
ported onto the site and which area it 
came from? Could be just as interesting. 

Barrie Grant

Dear Sir
Could you please pass on my thanks 

to all the many Vintage Car Club people 
who sent their comforting condolences to 
me and the family during the sudden and 
untimely loss of Rob.

Please accept this as a personal thanks 
as there are those I cannot contact easily. 
So many of you attended the funeral from 
near and far at a difficult time of year. 
Thank you very much. I hope to see you 
all in the future. 

Pat Knight.

Dear Sir,
I write with regard to Scott Thomson’s 

article “Stop Vintage Rallies – Now?”
I believe the writer’s views are about 

timed competitive events and naviga-
tional tests sometimes held on public 
roads during rallies. The heading used 
is (I suspect) intentionally provocative 
to gain the reader’s attention, but the 
points he makes are constructive. I think 
the National Executive would be wise to 
seriously consider the matters raised, and 
use its vast rallying experience to make 
any recommendations necessary. We must 
ensure the right to use our club eligible 
vehicles (that Nigel Wells believes we 
have) is not risked by events unsuitable in 
today’s traffic. 

In his response, (BW289) Nigel states 
that “almost without exception VCC 
members are thoughtful and considerate 
drivers”. He goes on to say the problem 
is modern car drivers with aggressive and 
arrogant attitudes. While I agree with this, 
it takes only one inconsiderate slow VCC 
driver, insisting on his rights, to bring out 
the red mist in the driver of a modern. 

From national rallies right down to 
the humble Sunday run, we need to be 
pro-active in route-plotting and vehicle 
spacings to ensure our hobby causes the 
very minimum of disruption to traffic 
flow.

Your other correspondent Maurice 
Hendry contributes little to the debate, 
instead seizing another opportunity 
to indulge in his passion for promoting 
Cadillacs while taking a swipe at the 
English. I am again disappointed that 
respected motoring publications such as 
Beaded Wheels continue to publish such 
bigotry.

Well done Scott Thomson for raising 
an important issue. I always feel it is when 
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8 Beaded Wheels

THE WAY 
WE WERE

Words Grant Hitchings 

Photos Ross Pennell 

I first met Ross Pennell at a VCC 
National Executive meeting, he a 
delegate representing Far North Branch 

while I, only an interested observer. 
Known by all as simply Roscoe he had 
been pointed out as one who would make 
an interesting subject for TWWW and 
after talking to him this proved to be 
correct.

When in Northland recently I enjoyed 
an overnight stay with Roscoe and wife 
Raewyn at their  farm at Waiharara on 
the north side of Doubtless Bay where, 
from an area of swampy waste ground, 
they had developed a productive block for 
farming ratites. (The collective name for 
large flightless birds like ostriches, emus, 
the moa etc.)

I should mention that my sense of 
humour seemed similar to Roscoe’s and we 

had a very pleasant time together, in fact 
the evening there was one of the funniest 
I have had for a long time. Raewyn is 
a personality too, and for some strange 
reason when the two were together I 
kept thinking of the TV feature “Fawlty 
Towers”.

I tried to extract some background 
details on Roscoe’s life which seemed 
vague, but I did ascertain that he was 
born and was a diligent, conscientious 
and gifted pupil (yeah right) at some 
secondary school somewhere. He began 
work as a cabinetmaker, opening up 
a successful furniture manufacturing 
business in 1976 in Auckland. He and 
Raewyn were married in 1969 and they 
have two daughters.

It seems the two made a pre-nuptial 
agreement that if Raewyn put up with 
the joinery business for twenty years then 
he would devote the rest of his life to 
whatever lifestyle she wanted. When the 
time had elapsed, and with Raewyn tiring 
of the city life, they sold the business 
and bought their block of land north 
of Kaitaia.

From contacts made while on overseas 
trips, the idea of breeding ostriches and 
emus for the meat market gained favour 
and led to the development of their 
property, which at its peak ran about 
200 of each of the two bird types. They 
then found that there was also a market 
for emu oil which, from information 
contained in one of Roscoe’s brochures, 
seems to be a universal panacea and must 
make the emu one of the most healthy 
birds around. Roscoe’s speciality seemed 
to have been his ostrich burgers – a low 
fat meat pattie with salad which was sold 
all around Northland.

Unfortunately, increasing government 
regulations lead to the closing of the 
local abattoir and made processing of 
the ostrich and emu meat difficult and 
unprofitable, so the Pennells are now 
concentrating on the production of emu 
oil, and introducing Murray Grey beef 
cattle to their farm. One interesting fact I 
learnt was that ostriches have a powerful 
forward kick and with large sharp claws 
and an unpredictable disposition can be 
quite dangerous as Raewyn and Roscoe 
have found to their cost.

Roscoe became interested in 
motorcycles at an early age, mainly because 
of their affordability, his first machine a 
1948 MAC Velocette. This was followed by 
a 1954 BSA Gold Star then a 1965 Honda 
Dream moving on to a Vespa scooter in 
the late 60s when courting Raewyn.

His children’s arrival caused his 
motorcycling to be put on hold until 
about 1990, when with the daughters 
becoming more independent, he bought 
a new Harley-Davidson Softail motorcycle. 
Later that year he, with Raewyn on pillion, 
travelled to the USA riding from El Paso, 
in Texas, up the right-hand side of the 
Rockies to Sturgis, South Dakota, and 
back down the left-hand side of the 
Rockies returning to El Paso after a trip 
of 7,000km.

In 1993 a Harley-Davidson limited 
edition Dresser model was purchased. 
(1,340 produced world-wide). This is one 
of those with all the bells and whistles, 
fancy seating, tassles, and wrap-around 
windscreen. I believe the inclusion of the 
kitchen sink was vetoed due to a slight 
problem with the plumbing. More trips 
around the USA followed for both on this 
latest machine. About this time Roscoe 

Roscoe, Raewyn ‘Dresser’d’ up!

Roscoe astride the WLA Harley
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also purchased a 1942 WLA – a rare 
civilian version of the wartime Harley 
military motorcycles.

Even though the Pennells spend many 
hours together on their bikes they have an 
interest in the motor car too, having quite 
an extensive collection of vehicles. Pride 
of place would have to go to their three 
Citroen cars. The first one bought was a 
“Traction Avant”, the traditional classic 
Citroen and their model has the massive 
(for a Citreon) 6 cylinder, 3 litre motor. 
Then came a 1974 DS 23 model which 
oozes quality and class. (This is the one 
that looks like a shark.) The third one of 
the set is a ‘fashion statement’ 2CV model 
(the one with the roller-blind roof) that 
is frequently seen as a shopping basket in 
the more affluent areas of most cities. All 
are in concours condition and cost me 
some time in drooling over them.

In the early 1990s, Roscoe joined the 
Auckland chapter of the Harley Owners 
Group (HOG), eventually spending three 
years as the Club’s National Director. In 
June of this year he travelled to the Spanish 
town of Fuengirola for the organization’s 
International European Rally with riders 
coming from most parts of Europe.

Roscoe joined the Auckland Branch of 
the Vintage Car Club in 1994 supporting 
the motorcyclists mainly riding the WLA 
Harley. Transferring to Far North Branch 
in 1996 his first major task was editing 
the branch newsletter, later changing it to 
the current magazine format. He served 
for a two year term as branch chairman, 
which he enjoyed, although he admitted he 
preferred a more practical role in branch 
affairs. Now he seems to have become 
the branch handyperson where his joinery 
skills have come in useful. (He is presently 
erecting a large quantity of shelving in 
the clubrooms.)

T h e  A u t o 
Spectacular is the main 
annual fund raiser for 
Far North Branch. Held 
at the Taipa Rugby 
Grounds on the first 
weekend in January 
it features, as well as 
various stalls, a display 
of over 100 vehicles, 
classic and historic. 
Its organising and 
management is Roscoe’s 
and from reports it 
seems to function well.

Raewyn, when not 
helping on the farm, 
is heavily into arty 
crafty things especially 
those concerning floral arranging and 
gardening.

ROSCOE’S ROCKY ROAD 
ADVENTURE TOURING

In 2005 Roscoe spent three months 
in South America. He had bought a 
new BMW 1200 GS motorcycle and 
after shipping it over there, rode it 
from Fin del Mundo the southern tip 
of the continent to Machu Picchu in 
Peru covering 20,000kms. Fired with 
enthusiasm for adventure touring, Roscoe 
returned to New Zealand intending to 
write a book on his experiences but then 
decided that repeating the journey as a 
guide with a group of motorcyclists would 
be much more fulfilling. His motorcycle 
mates, when learning of his plan, soon 
became the nucleus of a touring party and 
two Chilean nationals and a rider from 
Luxembourg wanted inclusion as well.

The inaugural trip will take place in 
March 2008, with 16 participants and 
is currently oversubscribed so another is 

way we were

Citroen “Traction Avant”

planned for 2009 which already has a 
list of committed adventurers. A large 
van will accompany this expedition to 
appease the non-riding fraternity.

The journey will start in the coastal 
town of Vina del Mar in Chile traversing 
Argentine, Bolivia, Peru and finishing 
back at Vina del Mar again. Crossing the 
high Andes and negotiating places where 
there are no formed roads demands a dual 
purpose high-performance machine and 
riders that are physically fit with better-
than-average riding skills.

At the conclusion of my stay with the 
Pennells I had developed a definite interest 
in the trip and although in reference to 
my physical condition and riding expertise 
I’m quids in, my 60 year-old 125cc 2-stroke 
may be a little light in the tail. If I do 
not go I will still keep in touch with 
Roscoe and maybe feature his adventure 
in a future article in TWWW. bw

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good article 
for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will win 
a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a computer 
(any common word-processing program is okay) and they can be posted 
to:  Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a minimum 
four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
Jack Hoven and Wallace McNair. Last issue we inadvertantly left out 
the names of our winners, Peter Spiller and Ron Cooper, they have 
already received their caps. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

WIN a limited edition 
Beaded Wheels 
cap!
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The day marking the anniversary of the Branch’s 
very first meeting, began with various runs from 

the Lower Hutt clubroom around a selection 
of local backroads eventually winding up at 

Expressions Art and Entertainment Centre in the 
centre of Upper Hutt. The assembled cars and 
motorbikes attracted a big crowd of all ages 

and allowed everyone to have a good look and 
chance to chat to owners.

Following the display the cars and bikes, along 
with the odd light commercial and a couple of 
fire engines (one owned by the club ) enjoyed 

a run into Lower Hutt via Stokes Valley and 
Taita, with the public enjoying the parade from 

vantage points along the way. They drove 
through the town centre finishing up at The 
New Dowse Museum where another public 

display was enjoyed by the large crowd.

A major achievement of the club was to have 
five of the original cars and members attending. 

The 50th anniversary run was only the start 
of what will be year long celebrations 

throughout 2008.

50 YEARS
OF MOTORING 

IN THE 

WELLINGTON 
BRANCH

Saturday 3 November 2007 turned out a 

glorious day for the Wellington Branch of 

the Vintage Car Clubs’ 50th anniversary.

Wellington Branch 50th Anniversary 

Long Route Rally
Words David and Barbara Crooks 

Any rally must arouse the sense of 
expectation, but none more surely 
than a landmark anniversary 

event. The overall organisation presents 
many challenges, not least the routes. The 
physical layout and topography of greater 
Wellington is not kindly arranged for 
the organisers of Vintage car rallies. The 
two main arteries from Wellington city 
dominate and pass through a number of 
choke points leaving little or no alterna-
tive but to join the concentrated flow of 
moderns, if only briefly, in order to find 
motoring conditions more congenial to our 
purpose. It was particularly pleasing to find 
that planning of the long route was able 
to include a traverse of the infrequently 
visited country from Johnsonville via the 
Ohariu and Makara valleys to Karori. This 
resulted in an extensive swing through 
Wellington’s immediate environs from 

Makara in the southwest to Mangaroa in 
the northeast. 

Having settled on the wee Morris 8 
roadster for this event and with a distinct 
preference to proceed top down, what a 
relief to be greeted with a morning of 
bright sunshine. The assembly area around 
the Dowse Museum in Lower Hutt soon 
became an impressive display of 100 years 
of motoring as some 180 vehicles lined 
up in their groupings for the three routes 
– long, short and direct. Rally packs having 
been available from the previous evening, 
departure formalities were brief but made 
impressive as participants were called 
to the presence by our in-house Town 
Crier. Peter Fry, attired in colourful period 
costume to remind us that in a preceding 
era real live horses hauled our carriages, 
summonsed the faithful in his distinctive 
and inimitable tones of cultural resonance. 
Rally organiser, Roger White, with his 
customary enthusiasm, welcomed all, 
particularly the many visitors, reminded us 
of some important points and we were on 
the way, first car off shortly after 9.15am. 

10 Beaded Wheels

Photos Winton Cleal  and  www.dpettphotography.co.nzOne of the world’s oldest Fords, a 1903 Model A.

Alison Kinvig all dressed up     in1936 Packard Hearse was People’s Choice in Upper Hutt.1934 “Family” Morgan 3 wheeler! #314 entered by David & Sally 
Gardiner, Brian & Patricia Vincent.
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Although the long route included a 
considerable stretch of main highway it 
was dual carriageway and seemed to pose 
no problems. Choke points were skilfully 
avoided and altogether this was a safe, 
interesting and enjoyable drive for which 
the planners are to be complimented. The 
first section cleared the assembly area to 
take us via the Hutt Park roundabout, 
the Petone Esplanade and the Hutt Road 
to Ngauranga. The 80kph gorge limit 
was no handicap (if only!) before passing 
over the motorway for a brief run through 
Newlands, the overbridge to Johnsonville 
and into the countryside. The next section 
was a nice reminder of how quick and easy 
it is from anywhere around Wellington, 
we lucky people, to leave urban bustle for 
rustic peace and quiet. The Ohariu Valley 
and Takarau Gorge roads are narrow, 
winding and with several one-way bridges 
– a reminder always to count them, there 
is bound to be a subsequent question as 
to how many – as there was! Apart from 
SUVs (essential for getting around the 
rugged expanses of a four hectare life style 

block) and a horse the road was quiet, that 
is, apart from the cyclists. The new fitness 
activity of choice, they appear around 
every bend. A major visual change here is 
the recent clear felling of pine plantations 
to leave desolate clay hillsides – you can 
see the results piled at Pipitea wharf, but 
no longer a scenic spectacle. 

Found the answers to most questions for 
the route card but still wonder who lives at 
Totara Ridge, wherever that is, and missed 
most silent checks – we need a visual 
enhancement device, perhaps a grandchild. 
Never mind, proceeded through Makara 
village (only 20 minutes from the CBD, it 
could as easily be 100 miles away), up over 
the saddle to Karori and so to the Skyline 
in Kelburn. A glorious viewing site, the 
weather still fine, a welcome drink, the 
start of the timed section and after a 20 
minute break exit via the motorway to 
set course for Upper Hutt. A very straight 
forward section, albeit that we did manage 
to get an instruction out of sequence, but a 
quick U-y fixed that. Did wonder about the 
timing though with light stops and so on, 

we allow about 20% above the nominated 
figure to get the average, not very scien-
tific but it makes for a feel-good effort. 
Around Trentham and into the country-
side once more. This is a remote region for 
Karorites and, while we saw few inhabit-
ants, one never knows. It was comforting 
to have a military escort in the person of 
a uniformed Wehrmacht officer in a smart 
1939 BMW (the model highly favoured as 
a staff car in WWII). Thus we proceeded 
without let or hindrance via the bucolic 
country lanes of Mangaroa to finish in the 
parking area before the Upper Hutt City 
Council buildings. Again, what a sight 
was the assembled fleet cast in a great arc 
around the grass park, six lines deep and 
soon attracting a large crowd of admirers. 

After lunch there came a further call 
from our august Crier for some formali-
ties including his reading from the 
Commemorative Scroll prior to its convey-
ance to Hutt City. At 2pm the cavalcade, 
splendidly led off by a number of Veterans, 
began the procession south. Suffice to note 
here that it was a grand occasion and 

Above: Lower Hutt’s Mayor Ogden and Lady 
Southward, receiving the scroll delivered from 
Upper Hutt City to Lower Hutt City.

Top right:  #208 1925 Crossley T, Alan & Helen 
Pratt; left #211 1924 Buick T, Rob & Pat Knight.

Right: Cars and crowds at the Upper Hutt City 
reception.

d up     in period clothes. Mr & Mrs Bill Oppatt in their Model A. One of the commercial vehicles.
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attracted large numbers of waving citizens 
along the whole route to Lower Hutt and 
great to see so many youngsters. But that 
is another story. 

Weather was always going to be a key 
factor on this day. Fortune smiled from 
what was a dodgy looking weather map. It 
started bright and clear with a moderate 
breeze that had become distinctly brisk 
by midday but, after all, something of the 
Wellington character would have been 
missing without it. Only after lunch did 
a gloomy and rather menacing mantle 
of dark cloud start to glower down upon 
proceedings from the western hills. But, 
again, the fates were kind and while there 
were a few specks of moisture in the air 
the rain held off for the parade, the closing 
ceremonies and dispersal. 

Overall the day was marked by an 
air of fun and enjoyment. Everyone was 
impressed with the show, from the number 
of participants, the public interest, the 
planning, organisation and staging 
of the event. Visitors were especially 
complimentary. Other road users were 
generally tolerant and good natured, and 
the cooperation and support from local 
authorities and police were major contri-
butions to success. But the laurels must go 
to the organising team. Many people were 
involved, but three in particular head the 
list, Tania, Roger and Diane White. It was 
an outstanding effort and deserving of a 
very big “well done” and thank you to the 
whole team. I am sure that would be the 
sentiment of all who took part. 

Helen and I picked up Ray 
Duffell and then cruised into 
the clubrooms on Friday night 

to catch up with friends from outside 
Wellington and collect our rally packs. 
What a great sight, lots of happy people 
chatting, catching up and tables filled 
with irresistible supper. As usual Diane 
and Tania White were handing out rally 
packs and happily answering queries from 
members and visitors. Then it was back to 
the Kapiti Coast to be ready for an early 
start the next day. 

We headed off into Wellington about 
8am, topped up with petrol in Petone and 
then collected David and Eleanor Barker 
(50 year member) who were going to enjoy 
the rally in the back of our Crossley 15/30 
tourer. On arriving at the starting point, 
Lower Hutt’s new Dowse Art Museum’s car 
park, we were delighted by the magnificent 
sight of so many vehicles. A number of 
vehicles on the long route had already left 
and others were lined up to start their run. 
Morning tea was available at the Dowse 

Centre and after a cuppa and chat we 
lined up for the drivers’ briefing by Roger 
White – first car to be away at 10.30am 
sharp! 

After only a brief delay we were lined up 
at the start to be asked three questions by 
Tania (who was assisting Roger). Shame, 
we couldn’t remember just what was on the 
cover of the last Beaded Wheels – put down 
to senior moments by our car’s crew! 

Our route took us from Lower Hutt to 
Petone, then along the Petone foreshore 
to Seaview and Bell Road, Waiwhetu 
Road, Cambridge Terrace and on towards 
Stokes Valley. En route we had to find the 
answers to some questions – we have to 
admit to being only partly successful in our 
endeavors with these. The route took us 
to Whiteman’s Valley via Blue Mountain’s 
Road and it is always a pleasure to follow 
a rally route in the lovely part of the local 
area. More questions to find answers to, 
and as usual, we only got the answers to 
some. Likewise silent checks – we were sure 
that there must have been more than the 

Wellington Branch 50th Anniversary 

Short Route Rally Text Alan and Helen Pratt

Jan Corkin in 1960s gear.

Lady Southward (patron) with Town Crier Peter 
Fry.

Phillip & Diane Janes, Christopher & Samantha 
Smith with Bradley Janes, 1933 Morris Oxford

Some of 321 people at the dinner in Petone Workingmen’s Club on Saturday night.

Holsman car that was on the original rally (loaned 
by Southwards Museum)
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With a good number of entries, 
87 cars and two motor bikes, 
we all gathered at the Town 

Hall for morning tea and our instructions. 
We departed at intervals going south, 
turning off to Te Houka and coming out 
at Clifton to the main road south, then 
we turned into Waiwera South through 
to Warepa and out to the Freezing Works. 
The route then headed down past Telford 
Farm on the main road a few kilometres 
before Owaka, down through Koura Creek 
Road stopping for lunch at the Wilshire 
Bay Reserve near Kaka Point for a look 
around the cars and a natter. 

Some of the cars went up to the Nugget 
Point Lighthouse for a look, some then 

took the route through to Romahapa and 
back to the Balclutha Town Hall, where 
there was a lot of reminiscing about the 
trip and how well the cars went, some 
took advantage of the parts shed being 
open. The raffles were drawn, then the 
prizes were given out with Allen Black first 
entry to arrive, Jan and Margaret (mother 
and daughter) in need of the breakdown 
service. A lovely meal was served and 
another good rally ended. Thanks to Club 
Captains Stuart Milne David Renton and 
Noline Milne and their team of willing 
helpers for organizing a successful rally 
and also to those who participated. See 
you all at next year’s rally.

 bw

SOUTH OTAGO BRANCH

36th CLUTHA RALLY NOV 2007

Overall winner 
Syd Mitchell 1972 Ford Fairmont

Overall runner-up 
Ian McDonald 1955 Ford Zephyr

Veteran 
1 Gary Young 1917 Ford Model T
2 Colin Pearce 1912 Sunbeam

Vintage 
1 Mel Tapp 1927 Dodge
2 Bill Ainge 1929 Austin 12/4

Motorcycle
1 Allan Budge 1930 BSA
2 Robin Benington 1941 Indian

PV 
1 Paul Rodmell 1937 Morris 8
2 Philip Sell 1937 Morris 8

PWV 
1 Ian McDonald 1955 Ford Zephyr
2 Doug Withers 195? Ford Zephyr

P60V
1 Syd Mitchell 1972 Ford Fairmont
2 Bill Grant 1972 Datsun Coupe

Commercial 
1 Kevin Priston 1930 Ford Model A
2 Don Jenks 1928 Chevrolet

Veteran Drivers Choice 
 Gary Young 1917 Model T Ford

Vintage Drivers Choice 
 Brian Stroud 1930 Wolseley Hornet

PV Drivers Choice 
 Rob Ross 1936 Chrysler

PWV Drivers Choice 
 Dave Williams 1947 Plymouth

P60V Drivers Choice 
 Barrie Delaney 1970 Riley Elf

Commercial Drivers Choice 
 Don Jenks 1928 Chevrolet

Motorcycle Drivers Choice 
 Robin Benington 1941 Indian

Lady Driver 
 Kathy Renton 1966 Daimler

Longest Distance 
 Dave Williams, 
 Palmerston North 1947 Plymouth

RESULTS
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three that we saw but consoled ourselves 
that probably the locals had souvenired 
them before we arrived! 

We continued via Wallaceville Road 
to Upper Hutt, had our Route Card 
completed by Christine Mitchell and 
followed the directions to the parking 
area opposite Expressions Museum and 
Gallery, where the civil reception would 
be held after lunch. It was wonderful to 
see all the competing vehicles together 
and crowds milling around enjoying this 
special occasion. 

At about 1.45 we were called together 
by the Town Crier (Peter Fry) for the 
formal handing over of the scroll to the 
Mayor of Upper Hutt and then it was off 
to our cars for the parade to Lower Hutt 
and another civic reception. Apart from 
a number of cars getting caught up in the 
parade, this all went off with no problems 
as far as we could see. Some motorcycle 
police at major intersections helped a lot 
with keeping the flow going. At Lower 
Hutt we were parked by the marshals and 
then headed off for Devonshire Tea at 
The Dowse and watched the presentation 
of the scroll signed by Lady Southward. 
We were delighted that so many people 
that we know joined in at both Upper and 
Lower Hutt to see the cars and bikes.

After a change of clothes it was time to 
head back to the Petone Workingmens’ 
Club for the Rally Dinner and prize giving. 
It took a while to feed over 320 people but 
another terrific meal was enjoyed. Helen 
was the surprised and delighted recipient 
of the Navigator of the Year award. We 
also joined in the club breakfast on 
Sunday, visited the clubrooms briefly, then 
headed home in light drizzle. Thanks to 
all the organising committee for a fabulous 
weekend. bw

Original cars on first rally. 1900 De Dion Southward 
Collection, Voiturette, John & Amber Bellamore.

Stuart Milne Club, Captain, John 
Cook, Chairman, Overall winner 
Syd Mitchell 1972 Fairmont.

Some of the cars at Wilshire Bay Reserve

L to R: Denise McIver, Malcom McIver, Phil Sell and Bev Sell 
picnicking alongside McIver’s 1927 Chrysler

Written Glenice Smith  Photos Jim Beeby
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The Chrysler Owners weekend 
was held on 29-30 September in 
Oamaru. Fifty-one cars were regis-

tered to partake in the weekend’s festivities 
ranging in age from a 1922 Dodge tourer to 
a 2007 Dodge Avenger.

The weekend began with everyone 
meeting at the North Otago VCC branch 
clubrooms for refreshments and viewing 
the cars. From there, there was a short 
run around Oamaru taking in many of the 
local sights. A photo opportunity was held 
in front of the beautiful Oamaru stone 
buildings at Waitaki Boys High. Local 
photographers were present including the 
daily newspapers. The run ended at the 
Precinct which is the older part of town 
with buildings dating from the 1860s. 

While the participants spent the 
afternoon with the choice of either viewing 
the Oamaru Auto Collection that houses 
an extensive display of racing car memora-

bilia plus other worthwhile exhibits, or the 
local steam society who opened their doors 
and brought out K92, which is a steam 
engine recently restored, or took a tour 
through the New Zealand Malt Whisky 
Company’s aging and bottling facilities plus 
a whisky tasting, the locals had the oppor-
tunity to view the cars displayed outside.

The Oamaru Club was the venue for 
the evening’s dinner and entertainment. 
Sixty three participants sat down to a three 
course dinner which was followed by an 
auction of goods donated from businesses 
that ranged from an All Black teddy bear 
to a Chrysler picnic set. The money being 
raised will be used towards next year’s 
Chrysler event in Blenheim to be held 
around the same time of year.

Sunday dawned a beautiful sunny day 
and the entrants gathered once again at 
the North Otago Branch clubrooms for a 
briefing on the day’s activities. Again the 

public had an opportunity to view the cars 
before they set out on a tour travelling 
through the local countryside taking in 
views of the coast and the Waireka Valley. 
At the Kuriheka Station there was a short 
break to view a collection of historic 
military canons and field guns. The tour 
continued through the local farming 
district that has many interesting outcrops 
of limestone protruding from the hills. The 
lunch stop was held at the North Otago 
Vintage Machinery Club who have a large 
shed with a variety of well restored tractors. 
This is situated next to the historic Clarks 
Flour Mill, dating back to the late 1800s, 
that is being restored as a working exhibit. 

Participants enjoyed their picnic lunches 
and the opportunity to enjoy the fellow-
ship of other Chrysler owners before saying 
their goodbyes and heading home. Everyone 
enjoyed a relaxing weekend and look 
forward to 2008 in Blenheim. bw

d
n

bilia plus other worthwhile exhibits, or the 
local steam society who opened their doors 

public had an opportunity to view the cars
before they set out on a tour travelling

CHRYSLERS IN OAMARU
Words and photos Ernest George

Lunch at Maheno Chargers at Kuriheka Station 1968 Rambler Rebel convertible.
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Originally printed in the Wellington 

Car Club Bulletin, September 1952, 

and Beaded Wheels October 1981.

The Cowan Sunbeam  – Part I
Reprinted from Wellington Car Club Bulletin, 
September 1952. 

At a recent monthly meeting I heard a 
member say that he did not consider Roy 
Cowan’s Sunbeam to be a Vintage car, as 
it had been so altered as to lose its Vintage 
character. 

Just how wrong he was. I hope to prove 
it in the following notes, and if in so 
doing I can express my anathema on the 
designers’ aberrations so unfortunately 
evident in many modern cars, so much the 
better.

 The Sunbeam first saw the light of day 
in 1926, and took the form of a luxurious 
town carriage, with a wheel base well in 
excess of 12ft, suspended on half elliptic 
springs at the front and extraordinarily 
long cantilevers at the real. It was brought 
to New Zealand by Lord Galway and served 
as a Vice-Regal conveyance for the gallant 
peer. Its intermediate history is obscure, 
but in 1947 Roy discovered it in rather 
tatty circumstances in the Hutt Valley.

The first modification consisted of 
running a hacksaw briskly round the roof 
at waistline level and thereby converting 
it into an open 4 (or occasional 6, 8, 10 
or 12) seater. In this form it was quite an 
astonishing car to drive and the wheelbase 
could be wriggled through corners with 
amazing adroitness. However, I always 
suspect that Roy looked too long at a photo 
of Forrest Lycett’s 8 litre Bentley (was it too 

messed about with to qualify as a Vintage 
car?) and the Sunbeam was finally laid up 
for conversion to sporting guise. 

To effect this metamorphosis the obvious 
defects of the Sunbeam as a sporting car 
had to be considered and ways devised to 
overcome them. The defects were: 
(a) it was too long 
(b) it was too heavy 
(c) it was too low geared. 

The first defect was speedily overcome 
by cutting out a large piece of the chassis, 
which reduced the wheelbase to 10' 3". 
The second responded to the throwing 
away of the remnants of the heavy original 
body, plus much touring impedimenta, 
and the construction of a slim aluminium 
two-seater body. The question of gearing 
was more difficult. The original Sunbeam 
axle ratio of 4.7:1 was obviously useless 
but Roy managed to obtain a Rolls-Royce 
axle, with a ratio of 2.9:1. With a lot of 
tricky and expensive machining (carried 
out under John McMillan’s supervision), 
this axle was adapted to take the Sunbeam 
hubs, brake drums and prop shaft. 

The result is 5½ litres of engine snugly 
fitted into a chassis with 10'3" wheelbase, 
5'7±" front track, and 4'4" rear track. The 
23” wheels of knock on type, carry 7" 
tyres, and with the 2.9 axle ratio the arith-
metical rate of progression per 1000rpm 
is 38mph. This means, of course, that the 
engine is unburstable in top gear, but the 
heavy wheels and tyres impose a rather 
unfortunate measure of unsprung weight. 
My personal opinion is that the car would 
go a lot faster and look a lot better with 
smaller wheels. It may be Roy’s too, for all I 
know, but fitting a car with a set of wheels 
and tyres is an expensive business, and no 

doubt he has had to make do with what 
was available. 

The indirect ratios are 4.65 (23.6mph 
per 1000rpm.), 7.75 and 10.85: I, so the car 
is probably as fast in third as in top under 
normal conditions, however third is a very 
useful ratio and provides surprisingly rapid 
acceleration, carried out with the subdued 
and well bred whine that is typical of the 
best English gearboxes, while it is almost 
superfluous to say that the gear lever is 
operated by the right hand and moves in 
a gate. 

Another very adequate chassis feature 
is the brakes — 18" rear drums, each 
containing four shoes, with 2" linings, 
while the front drums are of 16" diameter, 
with 3" lining width. Even in relation to 
the weight of the car (35cwt), the brake 
lining area is generous and with the 
driver’s efforts reinforced by a mechanical 
servo driven from the gearbox, braking 
is smooth, progressive and makes the car 
STOP, while there is no evidence of fade, 
even under the most arduous conditions. 
Of course, being a Vintage car it is not 
inhibited by the ridiculous modernities 
of small road wheels and the concomi-
tant necessity for tiny brake drums, with 
cuddlecar coachwork which effectively 
prevents any air from reaching them. If 
some venturesome manufacturer would 
use today’s metallurgical knowledge in 
the construction of a car built to Vintage 
standards of honesty what a tour de force 
it would be. 

To return to the Sunbeam, in the first 
phase of reconstruction Roy used the 
original cantilever rear springs, but found 
that they imposed an intolerable degree of 
oversteer, and going round and round in 

THE COWAN

SUNBEAM
Words Geoff Easterbrook-Smith (Part I)

Wallace McNair (Part II)

Photos Wallace McNair, John Bain
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dirty great circles in a car of the Sunbeam’s 
size is not fun for anyone. The solution was 
easy — the intrepid constructor merely 
bought another Sunbeam, cut off a suitable 
length of its chassis with semi elliptic 
springs, grafted this to the 5½ litre and 
threw away the remnants. The result was 
excellent, and had a most beneficial effect 
on steering and roadholding. 

So far little mention has been made 
of the engine. It is a straight eight, with 
a bore of 85mm and a stroke of 120mm. 
The safe engine speed is 3,300rpm and it 
is interesting to conjecture just what speed 
the car could be worked up to with the 
large windscreen and mudguards removed. 
The crankshaft is not counter-balanced, 
but revolves in nine main bearings so is 
very smooth up to maximum rpm. So far 
Roy has experienced none of the con. rod 
troubles to which many Sunbeams are so 
prone (I speak from bitter and expensive 
experience), but he pays careful attention 
to the alignment whenever the engine 
is stripped. Ignition is by a B.T.H. polar 
inductor magneto (again nothing but the 
best is good enough), and carburation is 
by means of a twin choke Claudel Hobson, 
which in normal running gives 20mpg. 
There are two oil pumps and the camshaft 
is driven by fine pitch helical tooth gears.

Roy estimates that the car has 
travelled in excess of 130,000 miles and 
as is common with real cars, it is now just 
nicely run in and ready to give its owner 
many thousands more miles of stimulating 
motoring. 

The Cowan Sunbeam Update, by 
Wallace McNair, Hamilton
Photos John Bain. 

In 1988 the remains of the Grader, as 
the Cowan Sunbeam Special had become 
known, were purchased by me from the 
estate of the late Kevin Dawson. Dawson 
had acquired the car from Cowan in the 
1950s and had taken it to Auckland with 
the intention of one day restoring it. 

During the next 30 years it lay under a 
hedge in Papatoetoe and a correct radiator 
and rear axle assembly was added to the 
pile. It should be pointed out that the 35hp 
8 cylinder Sunbeam was different from 
all other Sunbeam models and almost no 
parts were interchangeable. And because 
perhaps only eight of these cars were built 
at the end of the 1920s and only one 
other known to survive the location of the 
parts needed to replace those discarded by 
Cowan was a mission.

My intention following purchase was 
to restore this very rare and magnifi-
cent Sunbeam to complete originality 
mechanically and to use my licence as a 
coachbuilder in creating an original and 
period correct bodystyle. As these chassis 
when new were available for delivery to the 
owner’s coachbuilder of choice I felt total 
justification for this decision.

The choice was made of a French razor 
edged coach of a type used by Bugatti, 
Hispano and Delage where the body is a 
stylised 19th Century horse coach mounted 
on superior chassis. Elegance was a major 
consideration as was the use of period 
hardware. The remains of a 20hp Sunbeam 
saloon yielded most of what was required.

The body frame was constructed from 
kauri and southland beech, and panelled 
in aluminium, with the guards made 
from steel. The top is a black semi gloss 
fabric very similar in appearance to the 
earlier horse coaches, and the panelwork is 
finished in silver and black

Upholstery was researched and after an 
initial desire for leather it was decided 
to use a tapestry which was more correct 
for a quality European coach. The Deco 
colour and pattern of the fabric raises some 
eyebrows in a country where most of the 
cars were mass produced utilitarian models 
and it is outside of many imaginations. You 
either love it or hate it, but you cannot 
ignore it!

The original lamps and instruments 
were still with the car when purchased 
and have been repaired and used, as have 
the 23" Rudge wheels on their 80mm hubs. 
The chassis had been reduced to little more 
than half its original length by Cowan and 
the cantilever springs and hangers thrown 
away with the rear of the chassis. Another 
35hp chassis was found near Birmingham, 
complete with the missing bits and axles. 
This was brought to New Zealand but was 
in poor condition and used as a pattern 
to make a new rear section of the frame 
which was then welded to the original 
front to bring the car back to its 12' 3" 
wheelbase.

The engine was completely overhauled 
and fortunately had not been modified from 
standard specifications. New connecting 
rods were made in the interests of longevity, 
and a new reverse gear was required. The 
original two plate clutch complete with 
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BENTLEY Mk VI, ROLLS-ROYCE 
Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Silver 
Cloud, BENTLEY R Series & S 
Series. 
By Martyn Nutland, 
Veloce Classic Reprint Series 2007

Veloce Publishing Ltd, www.veloce.co.uk

Price £35 174 pages. 

ISBN 978-1-845840-68-6. 

Veloce Publishing Ltd, www.veloce.co.uk

Book review by Mark Holman

The latest in a series of ‘Classic Reprints’ 
by Veloce, Nutland’s book was first 
published in 1997. It’s an excellent example 
of how a ‘model history’ should be.

As its lengthy title suggests, the book 
covers a range of Bentley and Rolls-Royce 
models. It’s no simple take on their history, 
either. There’s plenty on the development 
of the cars, their engineering, production, 
standard and coachbuilt bodywork and 
interiors – from James Young to Franay, 
competition exploits – especially Mike 
Couper’s frequent Monte Carlo rally 
successes, specials, sales and promotion 
(including some reprinted brochures). 
There are some wonderful technical 
details: for example, assembling the hydra-
matic gearboxes involved drying with 
compressed air, component storage in glass-

topped cabinets 
and honing the oil 
control valve box 
with pulverised 
coconut shell and 
ground oat husks! 
And the people 
involved get as 
much attention as the ‘nuts & bolts’ – 
from various owners, staff in the factory 
and dealers, engineers like Grylls and race 
drivers including Roy Salvadori. 

At first glance it seems quite a slim 
book for the price. But each page carries a 
lot of text and there are plenty of photos, 
so it ends up being a more substantial read 
than you might think.

What do you get for the money? 
Essentially, it’s the benefit of reading an 
author who really seems to know his stuff 
and isn’t afraid to express his opinions; 
someone who’s gone to plenty of sources 
for his facts and anecdotes and who has 
also taken trouble to assemble a good 
selection of illustrations.

While I am sure I will never own one 
of these classic Crewe/Derby cars, if I did 
– or if I were even remotely interested 
in buying or restoring one – this would 
certainly be on my reading list. Definitely 
recommended.

book reviews

EDWARD TURNER – the man 
behind the motorcycle 
The official biography by Jeff Clew 

Veloce Publishing Ltd, www.veloce.co.uk

Price £17.99 160 pages. 

ISBN 13: 978-1-845840-65-5. 

Book review by Jonathan Hill

The official biography of the man who 
was probably the most important individual 
in the history of the British motorcycle 
industry. Whenever motorcycles are 
discussed amongst enthusiasts, the name 
of Edward Turner is invariably mentioned. 
Whilst known worldwide for his landmark 
designs, eg the four-cylinder Ariel Square 
Four and the Triumph Speed Twin, etc, ET 
remained an enigma, described by those 
who worked close to him as both difficult 
and charming, impatient, autocratic and 
brilliant.

Born in 1901, Edward Turner was a truly 
gifted individual whose forceful character, 
design flair and business acument drove 
Triumph from near bankruptcy in the 
mid ‘30s to such heights of success that 
the company often struggled to reach 
the clamouring demand for its products 
worldwide. From the early post-war years 

ET saw the 
potential of the 
American market 
and travelled 
there regularly 
to establish and 
maintain a large 
dealer network,  
Triumph achieved 
many sporting 
successes stateside, 
including the unofficial world motorcycle 
land speed record … all of which greatly 
enhanced their sales figures.

Embodying lightness with a powerful 
vertical twin engine, Turner’s design of the 
1937 Speed Twin was revolutionary, and so 
good that it remained in production for 29 
years.

Long overdue, this deeply researched 
work by Jeff Clew gets past Turner’s 
irascible exterior to reveal the man, his 
life and work, and the huge contribution 
to his country and the evolution of the 
motorcycle.

Featured are many images from the 
Turner family private photograph collec-
tion. This book is an excellent addition to 
any enthusiasts library.

EDWARD TURNER – the man ET saw the

clutch stop has proved superb as have the 
mechanical servo brakes.

The project was completed in time for 
the 1992 Pan Pacific Rally in Palmerston 
North and the car has been motored 
extensively in both North and South 
Islands since, including the 1996 Rally in 
Christchurch. It is interesting to drive: 
one has to forget all thoughts of a sporting 
motorcar and think limousine. Top gear in 
the 4 speed box should be reached before 
10mph and slowing for sharp corners a 
little retard on the manual control 
allows the continued smooth use of top. 
Acceleration to a comfortable cruise speed 
of 60mph is rapid, thanks partly to the 
new overall weight being about half a ton 
less than the original Governor General’s 
saloon. Having an involvement with early 
aeroplanes certainly colours one’s thinking 
on design.

In limousine mode the car is superb 
doing what it was designed to do. It is sad 
that the end of the ‘20s brought the Great 
Depression and the demise of many of 
the great names in quality motorcars. It 
is interesting to consider that Governor 
Galway brought his own Sunbeam, already 
nine years old out to his Colonial Post 
as the Vice Regal Carriage. The original 
registration papers from Government 
House are still with the car. Even more 
interesting is the fact that there was 
another 35hp Sunbeam in NZ pre war, 
Dawson got the axles and wheels from it. 
The writer has had no success however 
locating the rest of that machine, believed 
to have been in the Timaru area. Can 
anyone help with a memory?

Currently our car is on display in Fazazz, 
Lichfield St. in Christchurch. Anyone 
interested in having a look is welcome. bw
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VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS,
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

The 36th Dunvegan Motor Cycle Rally, under the auspices 
of the Otago Branch of the Vintage Car Club of NZ, 
was held on the weekend 6-7 October 2007 with 50 bikes 

lined up at the start at Dunedin’s historic railway station. This 
event first staged in South Otago, and named after the Pearce’s 
Dunvegan farm, has been held in a variety of venues over its 36 
years. The wet and cold spring morning changed to sunshine 
after morning tea and the briefing at 10am, and improved as the 
weekend progressed.

Leaving the city the motorcyclists rode through the George 
King Memorial Drive and to 202m altitude at Middlemarch on 
the west bank of the Taieri River some 80km west of Dunedin. 
Then on to Oturehua for lunch. Oturehua, at 500m altitude in 
the valley of the Ida Burn, is famous for the Queen’s Birthday 
Brass Monkey not unfamiliar to many of the Dunvegan entrants, 
who have attended the Ida Burn Dam annual event. Ida Burn is a 
former gold mining centre following the striking of a reef in 1868.

After a pleasant Central Otago lunch it was half a mile down 
the road to the historic Hayes Engineering Co, founded in 1895. 
This fascinating engineering workshop is still in working order 
with its vast array of overhead drive shafts, leather belts, first 
driven by a windmill and then a water driven Pelton wheel. Hayes 
Engineering was famous country wide for its wire strainers and 

windmills. Opportunity should be taken to visit this historic site if 
in the vicinity. Many Vintage rallies have called in at Hayes over 
the years. Cromwell was the overnight accommodation, once at 
the junction of the Kawarau and Clutha Rivers and now on the 
banks of Lake Dunstan.

An evening meal and prize giving at Cromwell rounded off an 
excellent 170 mile ride. Sunday dawned bright and sunny with 
a dusting of snow on the hills, the glow of this typical Central 
Otago morning dimmed only in Cardiff where a game of rugby 
between the All Blacks and France took place!

A very nice ride back to Dunedin through Ranfurly, the Pig 
Root and Palmerston completed a successful weekend. bw

36TH DUNVEGAN RALLY RESULTS
Overall Winner Ian MacDonald 1950 Triumph Thunderbird
2nd Place Ralf Weir 1949 BSA B32
3rd Place Trevor Appleby 1950 Triumph Thunderbird
P60 Dunvegan Rock Bill Irwin MV Augusta
Riders Choice Bill Irwin MV Augusta
Riders Age/Bike Robin Benington 1941 Indian
Hard Luck Trophy Trevor Appleby Hit by a stray sheep
Nut Strangler John Patterson BSA
Oldest Bike Robert Hutton 1924 Harley Davidson

he 36th Dunvegan Motor Cycle Rally, under the auspices win

36th Dunvegan 
Motor Cycle Rally
Words by Bill Cross Photos from participants

Outside Hayes Engineering workshop, Oturehua, 
Central Otago.

Robert Hulton’s 1924 Harley-Davidson with fresh 
snow in the background.
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A reasonable entry of 36 was received for the First National 
Moped Rally. Entries came from as far away as Renwick 
and Greymouth. There were rumours around that there 

would have been more entries if there had not been a requirement 
for the bikes to have Vehicle Identity Cards but we all know these 
are required for national rallies. Most impressive effort was by 
the entrants from Greymouth. Two of them and a friend rode all 
the way down the West Coast and on over the Crown Range to 
Invercargill in two days. 

The rally proper started with registration and fellowship at 
the Southland Branch Clubrooms on Saturday afternoon where 
entrants received their rally packs. The raffle was drawn at the 
evening briefing and then a talent quest was held. This historic 
event saw entries received from a variety of acts including bagpipes, 
saxophone, piano accordion, banjo, guitar and vocals. As well as 
this there was also a hilarious violin solo from the great Russian 
performer Count Egor Pisofsky. Final act was a character dance 
from the Nicoll’s grandchildren. The winner of this event was 
Christchurch entrant George Kear. The first three place-getters 
in this event all received a model scooter specially imported from 
Patong Beach in Thailand. 

Sunday dawned a typical Southland spring day with a strong 
wind and showers. This did not put anyone off and they assembled 
back at the Southland Clubrooms to start at 9:00am. The variety 
of makes and models of machines had to be seen to be believed.

The route took them around the bush suburb of Otatara before 
heading to the north, ending the timed section at Andersons Park. 
The mopeds proved surprisingly reliable with only John Martin 
failing to make it to Andersons Park having returned to the start 
after a short time with a total lack of horsepower. Ray McCulloch 

arrived at the Park in a truck with his bike on the back but was 
soon back on the road after replacing a joining link in the chain. 
Colin Fleet was delayed by a flat back tyre but managed to get that 
fixed and rode on.

At Andersons Park the riders were asked some devious questions 
with some original answers as to the whereabouts of the wrappers 
from the two lollies in their rally pack – lost, gave to the wife, 
eaten etc. Very few had noticed the moped chained to a fence 
along the way and the silent check was not molested by many.

From Andersons Park the riders headed to a compulsory regroup 
at the Whitehouse Hotel. From here they headed out to the west 
before heading back down some gravel roads and back to the 
Southland Clubrooms. At least the weather kept the dust down 
but some of the bikes looked a little unstable on the gravel.

Once back at the Southland Clubrooms an excellent lunch 
was enjoyed by all before they departed for Sandy point and on 
to Oreti Beach where they could test the speed of their machines 
before heading back to Teretonga Park for the field tests including 
a Le Mans start regularity test was held over one lap of the circuit. 
The rain held off on Sunday long enough to complete these tests.

The first test were challenging with a drink bottle to be placed 
on a nail in a block of wood followed immediately (without 
stopping) by a ride along an incline. The second test was something 
to do with three golf balls and a series of mouse holes (someone 
must have known how to score it).

The interclub contest was won convincingly by Southland 
Branch as they built a clock on the ground.  Some jealous sod was 
heard to remark that they were always clock watchers. This event 
was very competitive and shows that you can have a hell of a lot 
of fun and not go fast. The riders then did a fast lap of the track 

THE FIRST 
NATIONAL 
MOPED RALLY
– Invercargill, 20-21 October.

Words by Ashley Bell 
Photos by Wayne Jeffrey and Dave Harris

Tom McDonald flying off the ramp 
during field tests.

Ashley Bell at rest, waiting on the Southland 
team members to complete the team event.

Dale Simmons (Invercargill) on his 
Victoria.

Steve Winteringham on his one 
wheeled bike.
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First National Moped Rally Results
Road Section
Clipons
1st  Tom Smith Christchurch Cucciolo
2nd Bruce Berg Invercargill Smiths
Post War
1st  Greg Elder Gore DKW
2nd Wendy Martin Cromwell NSU
3rd  Rhys Jones Christchurch Motobecane
Post 60
1st  Stewart Gutsell Timaru Puch
2nd George Kear Christchurch Honda
3rd  Jim Bright Christchurch Honda
Field Tests
Clipons
1st  Tom McDonald Invercargill Motosacoche
Post War
1st  Ron Nind Queenstown Crescent
2nd Rhys Jones Christchurch Motobecane
3rd  Neville King Balclutha Zundapp
Post 60
1st  Ken Youngson Gore Solex
2nd Doug Parker Christchurch Jawa
3rd  Stewart Gutsell Timaru Puch
Teretonga Winner
  Andrew Boyes Greymouth Honda
Teams Event Southland

Class Winners
Clipons Tom McDonald Invercargill Motosacoche
Post War Rhys Jones Christchurch Motobecane
Post 60 Stewart Gutsell Timaru Puch

Overall Winner Stewart Gutsell Timaru Puch

before heading back to the Clubrooms and heading home. Total 
route length was about 60km.

The dinner and prize giving was held at the Invercargill 
Working Mens Club. There was a good meal and the prizes were 
presented by Southland Branch Patron Ray Lindsay.

All entrants received a plaque made from the famous Southland 
Beech and a larger version, about ten inches square and with a 
clock in the centre was presented to each class winner The overall 
winner received a wooden trophy (to be known as the Southland 
Trophy) which was inlaid with paua shell and will be competed for 
whenever this event is held.

Not a frown had been seen all day, even those having minor 
problems were still smiling all the time and many new friendships 
were made. If you did not attend you missed a great rally. bw

Andrew Boyes & Lara Waghorn (Greymouth) on their Honda 50s. Smiths Motor Wheel. Bruce Berg (Invercargill).

Tom Smith (Christchurch) with his Cucciolo.
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Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims Well base Rolled edge.

All sizes
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My wife and I currently spend the 
New Zealand winter months 
in Ohio, USA. Her home is in 

eastern Ohio about an hours drive from 
Lake Erie. Our months here are spent 
maintaining her property which can 
involve much lawn mowing and gathering 
heaps of leaves in the fall. But we try 
to take some time out occasionally to 
visit places of interest. Quite some time 
ago I purchased the largest car I have 
ever owned, a 1984 Buick Electra. Some 
refurbishment and a rebuilding of the 
air conditioning system fully restored its 
driveability. The idea of taking the Buick 
on a trip to the Hershey Swap Meet came 
up and arrangements were completed. 
The Buick’s long-legged abilities would 
easily cope with the total return distance 
of 1340 kms.

Our most direct route to Hershey 
was via the Pennsylvania turnpike. This 
highway, which first opened in 1940, 
traverses the Appalachian mountains and 
involves four tunnels. It is very scenic as it 
threads through heavily wooded country. 
Surprisingly there are many 55 mph 
sections on the turnpike. Road mainte-
nance seems to go on forever. The state 
asks drivers to turn on headlights when 

entering road work areas. There is also a 
somewhat fine distinction between road 
work and active road work. From our obser-
vation there did not appear to be much 
going on in the active road work zones.

After leaving the mountain country 
behind, the turnpike skirts Carlisle and 
not long afterwards we came to our correct 
exit ramp and took a secondary road into 
Hershey. It is certainly is Chocolate Town 
USA, the main street is Chocolate Avenue 
and bisecting it is the second main steet, 
Cocoa Avenue. The street lamps in these 
two main streets are shaped like Hershey 
chocolate kisses. The delightful aroma 
of chocolate is quite noticeable as you 
drive through the area. With some help we 
found Hershey Park Drive and in no time 
we arrived at the swap meet venue.

Our first impression was startling. The 
size of the swap meet area crowded with 
colourful tents, awnings and canopies was 
a surprise. We were directed to a large 
car parking field on the opposite side 
of the road. $10 per day. Crossing over 
to the swap meet area involves getting 
across Hershey Park Drive, a busy four 
lane highway. Volunteers wearing safety 
vests and with white gloved hands step 
out onto the highway every few minutes 

and with arms held upwards to face the 
oncoming traffic and they almost stared it 
down to stop. We crossed four lanes safely. 
An official sold us a program for $5, and 
sensing that we were greenhorns explained 
that there were 9,000 vendors and to go 
past each site would require a walk of 
18 miles. The organisation was superb. 
Someone explained to us that using the 
cross referenced index and site plans in the 
programme one can easily find a vendor of 
choice. And so after a few minutes finding 
our way along the alphabetically labelled 
rows we arrived at the early Chevrolet 
parts vendor.

The car corral was our next port of 
call. It extends along quite a fair length 
of the perimeter road which encircles the 
swap meet area. You could not help being 
impressed by the number of cars offered 
for sale and their standard of presentation. 
The owner of a superb 1934 eight cylinder 
Nash Roadster with a magnificent two 
tone paint job was prepared to part with it 
for $259,000. A gleaming black low mileage 
Rolls-Royce was yours for $35,000. And just 
to tempt your serious consideration of this 
car a large notice inside the windscreen 
adamantly claimed that the car had never 
been in any rain, none at all. Spaces in 

A Hershey 
Experience
Words by Brian Wilson

Photos Rob Knight

Brass lamps were plentiful.
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the car corral are $100 each. Vehicles 
must be 25 years or older. No street rods, 
modified/custom or replicas. Vehicles must 
be driven into the car corral. No vehicles 
on trailers.

Weather is always a factor at the 
Hershey Meet. We found that out very 
dramatically on Thursday morning. 
The day started out very overcast which 
quickly turned to rain accompanied by a 
rapidly plunging temperature. In company 
with many others we headed for shelter in 
the arena building. A man standing next 
to me and noticing my wife’s dripping 
condition commented that she must be 
rather special to go along with her husband 
to a car fleamarket of all places in such 
awful weather. Someone else immediately 
chimed in with the comment that it always 
rains at least one day of the Hershey Meet. 
An old timer further added to the conver-
sation with the reminiscence of a number 
of meets he had attended where it rained 
every day. So there it is, always bring your 
rain gear to Hershey.

Men clearly predominate at the swap 
meet. I overhead someone say at one stage, 
“most men prefer to leave their wives at 
home. It is the idea that they’ve got a hold 
on the purse strings.” Most attending were 

clearly looking for parts and not so much 
to buy a car. And there are parts by the 
mile, a huge range of them. Also there is 
a huge range of services offered as well. 
Many of the predominant advertisers in 
the USA classic car magazines are repre-
sented at Hershey. One very well known 
supplier of a range of paints and uphol-
stery materials has a very large red balloon 
tethered to a 20 metre cord which hovers 
above his site. You can easily spot this 
balloon with its pennant dangling below it 
anywhere within the green field. 

No visit to the Hershey Meet is 
complete without a visit to the fairly new 
Antique Automobile Club of America 
museum. It is about a five minute drive 
from the fleamarket area and provides 
excellent parking. When we arrived we 
were just in time to see a screening of a 
film of the American automobile. Most 
of the footage was in black and white 
and very reminiscent of scenes from the 
Keystone Cops. Despite the burlesque and 
slap-stick comedy it nevertheless presented 
a convincing portrayal of the motor car’s 
positive contribution to contemporary 
society.

The museum building is large, spacious 
and airy. It is not cluttered and jammed 

We had to eat, the HCC annual Friday barbeque 
lunch.

HERSHEY TIPS
by Rob Knight – 4 November 2007

• It helps to know a friend with accommodation. 
Motels/Hotels within a 50 mile radius are often 
booked from year to year.

• If you are serious about the flea market be 
prepared to spend from 8am to 5pm on the 
hoof for three days (Wednesday to Friday) to 
cover the four fields – and the Car Corral (cars 
for sale) – vehicles are also for sale on market 
sites.

• Using the map in the programme work fields, 
row by row methodically – ruthlessly walk past 
stalls that are not of interest.

• While programme listings can be a useful guide, 
chasing listings that do not meet expectations 
can waste a lot of time and shoe leather, and 
miss a lot of potentially interesting stalls.

• Many stall holders start packing up about 3pm 
on Friday, there are lots of gaps on Saturday.

• Try not to miss the Saturday car show, there 
will be many fabulous vehicles to titillate your 
particular fancy

• Special interest groups have meetings, lunches, 
barbeques etc during the meet, these can be a 
good base to rest up.

• Disability scooters for hire, at a daily rate of 
$US90(!) were snapped up fast.

• There is likely to be one or more auctions during 
the meet, but you will need a hefty wallet.

• By all means visit the AACA Museum, the AACA 
Library and Chocolate World (all in separate 
locations) but allow an extra day or days not 
during the days of the Hershey Meet.

• Check out www.aaca.org.hershey

• Next Hershey Fall Meet, October 8-11, 2008

What every Ford A owner needs, and much 
more besides.

As far as the eye could see. A billion dollars worth of 
tents, motorhomes, trailers, pick-ups, Vintage vehicles, 
parts, collectibles etc – a small section of Chocolate Field.

Some cars were only for show. Ford Ts came in all 
configurations.

…perhaps a switchbox for your Veteran.
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WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & MOTOR MOWERS

 FIVE DAY DELIVERY
PROMPT SERVICE ASSURED

20% DISCOUNT
ON MENTIONING THIS AD

PISTON RINGS

OPEN SATURDAY 
MORNING - 8.30-12.30

CUSTOM BUILT PISTON RINGS

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston 
rings contact:

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS LTD.
PH: 09 579 7219 / 579 8788

918 Gt South Road, Penrose,
P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland

Flathead & Customline
Specialist

SHOWROOM
Old Mill Building, 2 Hyde Street,

Kati Kati 3063
Phone: 07 549 4211

Fax 07 549 2000
Specialising in new and rebuilt early 

Ford V8 Parts & Accessories.
Hours 9-5 Weekdays 

too full with exhibits. Modern display 
techniques are employed, particularly 
murals to provide appropriate scenic 
backgrounds. Perhaps the most outstanding 
is a representation of the Golden Gate 
Bridge which conveys the strong impres-
sion that the cars grouped in front of it 
have just driven off it. Interestingly the 
Museum of Bus Transportation partnered 
with the AACA in building the new 
museum. The Bus museum has a lease of 
about 6000 sq feet on the ground floor 
which provides space for up to twelve 
antique buses plus memorabilia.

During our stay at Hershey we squeezed 
in time to visit the AACA library and 
research centre. The library is located in 
one wing of an ornate two storied brick 
residence. We are not AACA members 
and so with some trepidation we opened 
the ornate glass-panelled front door and 
found our way to the library wing. The 
full time librarian however made us very 
welcome. She explained that library users 
are required to leave a driver’s licence, 
credit card or other acceptable identifi-
cation while using the library materials. 
This will be returned when materials are 
returned. Research can be undertaken for 
you at $30.00 per hour. We were kindly 
invited to browse along the open book 
shelves and for some reason quickly spotted 
Maurice Hendry’s book on the Cadillac. It 
was in mint condition, maybe it had never 
been opened.

We did not have time to stay for the 
Saturday car show where 1600 – 1800 cars 
are judged. The car show is the highlight 
of the Hershey Meet and all AACA 
members are actively encouraged to partic-
ipate. We did have time however to sample 
some Hershey chocolate. bw

…might have been a match for the 1914 Mercedes race car.

If you preferred something a little larger on two wheels a wide choice of antique cycles, mopeds …

…and motorcycles. $25,000 would buy this Henderson.
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Nearly every year since 2000, Albert 
and Audrey Littin travelled to the 
United States to visit their son 

Steven and his wife Susan. Albert would 
usually be found in the garage with Steven 
working on one project or another, while 
Audrey and Susan would be out exploring 
the local shops. 

Albie and Audrey would often be seen 
travelling around New Zealand with the 
Vintage Car Club in their 1926 Chrysler. 
The trips to the States would often include 
a trip to Hershey PA for the yearly auto 
swap meet and auction. Here the hunt was 
on for those elusive bits.

In 2006, we lost Audrey after a sudden 
and tumultuous illness. The travels to the 
US would never be the same. However, 
they did not stop. Albie still comes to the 
States and is still to be found in the garage 
with Steven. This year was no exception.

Steven and Susan were in New Zealand 
on holiday in August and Albie travelled 
back with them. The first stop was Los 
Angeles, travelling north, destination: 
Pebble Beach Concourse d’Elegance. The 
trio was eager to attend this particular 
year’s event as there was a very special car 
entered. 

The car was a 1909 Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghost belonging to one of Steven’s 
customers, Mr DeNean Stafford of Tifton, 
Georgia. This Ghost was one that Steven 
had restored in 2001–2003, and you 
guessed it, with the help of Albie during 
one of his visits. The hard work that went 
into this car paid off as the class was won, 
Best Rolls-Royce Pre-War! The trophy was 

handed out, the champagne corks flew and 
the cameras flashed. Everyone was elated 
and most definitely Audrey was smiling 
down on us all.

Five weeks later, the Littins headed off 
to Canada for the Silver Ghost Association 
Giant’s Rib tour. Two weeks of travelling to 
spectacular sounds, boat trips on pristine 
fresh water lakes and numerous visits to 
aero museums. They were even given the 
opportunity to a ride in a Vintage Tiger 
Moth airplane, though Susan was the only 
taker on the flight. The tour hosts, Roger 
and Eleanor Hadfield, are the proud parents 
of NASA’s Canadian astronaut. The whole 
family is up in the air so to speak! 

Last stop, Hershey. A whirl wind of 
car enthusiasts, boxes of stuff and lots 

of walking. A lot of walking even for 
the young, and the young at heart. They 
came home with some bits and good finds; 
wallets still intact!

Albie doesn’t like the cold wicked winds 
that blow off of Lake Erie. So you can 
figure that he doesn’t like it when the snow 
is two feet deep either. He’ll be back in 
New Zealand before you know it and who 
can blame him. He’ll be either tinkering in 
his garage on his Chrysler or Phantom or 
floating down the river on his 1904 fishing 
boat looking for those gurnard, mussels 
and oysters. Either way, we’ll see you there 
in March “big daddy”. Save some mussels 
for us. bw

SUCCESS AT

Pebble Beach
Words by Susan Littin
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Once again the Northland VCC 
managed to find a “new” Vintage road to 
take 83 cars and passengers over, consid-
ering how long and narrow Northland is 
that was no mean feat. Friday night was 
the noggin ‘n natter followed by a pea, pie 
‘n pud meal at the clubrooms. Saturday 
morning saw an 8.30 start from the 
clubrooms. A lovely spring day, bright and 
sunny with no wind. Leaving the park we 
travelled north though Titoki then up the 
Mangakahia Valley to turnoff at Twin 
Bridges onto Waimatanui Rd which was 
the start of the metal roads. Each bridge we 
crossed seemed to mark another district. 
This was Vintage motoring at its (very 
dusty) best as there was no wind, the dust 
hung in the air like fog! After approxi-
mately 60kms several open cars had driver 
and passengers almost matching the colour 

of the road. Finally back onto a sealed road 
leading to the lunch break at the Pioneer 
Village at Kaikohe. After lunch it was back 
onto the dusty roads as we headed for 
Horeke to view the Wairere Boulders. The 
giant basalt boulders were an amazing 
sight. There was a pleasant  1¼  hour walk 
to view the boulders and those who could 
not manage the walk spent an interesting 
time at the Mangungu Mission which they 
said was well worth a visit. Once again 
back on tarseal we passed through Horeke 
and out onto SH1 heading north to 
Maunga Muka Bridge then turned off onto 
Iwitaua Rd – more dust – and narrow roads 
at times through Pine Forest. Finally we 
turned onto Fern Flat Road which looked 
down the valley’s spectacular views before 
wending its way down onto tarseal through 
Oruru onto the finish at Taipa. Once again 

the Far North members excelled themselves 
– the evening meal was excellent. After 
the raffle prizes, Silly Wally etc,  we all 
dispersed to our motels having enjoyed 
another successful Far North Tour. The 
Sunday morning venue was the Far North 
Clubrooms for a farewell cuppa, and quick 
look through the spares sheds. Time to say 
our goodbyes and then start our journey 
home down the east coast of Northland, 
all in all a great tour. Roll on 2008 and the 
36th Far North tour. bw

Northland Branch
THE 35TH FAR NORTH TOUR
By Terry Lambess

Lunch stop.

Rockin’ along.

Back to school.
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Since my appointment as the Vero 
Rally 2012 Rally Director I have carefully 
selected a great working team who have 
had their positions confirmed. This team 
consists of:
Bruce HUTTON QSM  Rally Director
Neil FARRER Treasurer
Ed BOYD Promotions Officer
Ian CHAMBERLAIN Branch Liaison/
 Public open day
Andrew HEFFEY Rally Controller
Clive WHITHAM Rally Secretary
Diane QUARRIE National Executive 
 Rep/Chairperson

As the Rally organisation develops, we 
will be co-opting other people into help 
in specific areas. So far we have asked and 
had confirmed:-
Roger WHITE Controller 
 Manfield Event
Fay CHAMBERLAIN Beaded Wheels liaison
Hinemoa RANSOM-BOYD  Graphic and Design

On Line Communication
The Rally committee is required to 

have a postal address and Ed Boyd, using 
his promotions hat, has negotiated and 
obtained our postal address: Vero Rally 
2012, PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4543.

However it is the intention of the 
committee to try and use e-mail for the 
benefit of everyone. We have contracted 
the Wanganui firm of KIWIWEBS to 
organise, maintain and update an online 
e-mail service and web site.

Our e-mail address will be: 
info@rally2012.co.nz

The web page is still under construc-
tion but will be: http://rally2012.co.nz/ . 

Your Suggestions Please 
As we are organising this rally for all 

our members we would like to welcome 
constructive comment and advice that 
may assist in the organising of this event. 
When the online web site is open, by 
going on line, you will be able to see 
where you are able to log in and give us 
your suggestions. Until the site is open, 
you are welcome to send your suggestions 
directly to us using the email address. 

RALLY UPDATE

I would ask that those comments be brief 
and supply us with a contact email and 
telephone number so that we can come 
back to you if the need arises.

Rally Dates
We have nearly finalised the contracts 

on the four venues to be used and by the 
next edition of Beaded Wheels we will be 
able to announce the confirmed dates.

Restoration Projects
We would like to hear from people who 

have restoration projects under way that 
are to be finished for the Vero Rally 2012. 
It is our intention to select at random 
some of these projects with the aim of 
having progress reports about them in 
Beaded Wheels and hopefully organise a 
celebration on their arrival in Wanganui.

Commercial Vehicles
The Rally committee would be inter-

ested in locating commercial vehicles such 
as buses and trucks of all ages that are road 
worthy that we can consider for promo-
tional work around Wanganui during the 
Rally. 

Electric Vehicles
Already we have had a number of 

queries about carbon issues. We would 
like to locate within the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand any electric vehicles on 
the road or under restoration. We have 
Government interest in this type of 
vehicle and would like to investigate this 
interest further with the aim of possibly 
producing a documentary on this type of 
motor vehicle for the Rally.

Up To Date Online
Once the online site is open you can 

check what is happening more frequently 
and we will endeavour to keep you updated 
with information as it comes to hand.

Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ

Rally Director

CAST IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds, 

Cooling Fins, Castings, 
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE
MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D.
Palmerston North

Phone 06 324-8707

C L A S S I C

TYRES
FREE

CATALOG

20 MINUTES FROM

LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

562-595-6721 • Fax 562-595-0381

www.lucasclassictires.com

We ship

anywhere!

BEST

PRICES!

200 Sizes

12 Brands

Vero Rally 2012
An International Rally in Wanganui, N.Z.

Organised by the Vintage Car Club of N.Z. Inc.

PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4543, New Zealand
Email: info@rally2012.co.nz   www.verorally2012.co.nz
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I covered the early history of the Packard 
Motor Company in Beaded Wheels 
No 279, April/May 2006, in which I 

reported the road test of the 1918 Packard 
Twin Six belonging to Tom Cloudsley. 
To relate the background again briefly, 
Packard began building cars in 1899 in 
Warren, Ohio. Production moved to 
Detroit in 1903 and the company rapidly 
developed a reputation for high quality, 
which led to it becoming one of America’s 
premier automobile manufacturers. After 
producing four and six-cylinder cars in the 
years prior to WWI, in 1915 they intro-
duced the 12 cylinder Twin Six, which 
remained in production through to 1923. 
By the late teens, it was clear that the 
company needed to expand its range, and 
in 1920, introduced a medium sized six. In 
1923, a new eight-cylinder model replaced 
the Twin Six and Packard continued with 
the eight and six-cylinder models for several 
more years. Even though the big eights of 
the twenties are better-known models, the 
six sold in much larger numbers, outselling 
the eight by four or five times. The six 
priced at about $2,500 up, and the eights 
priced from about $4,000 up at a time 
when a Ford Model T sold for around 
$300-$500 (US prices). 

The eight cylinder Packards of this era 
were very big cars, with engines of more 

than six litres and wheelbases of 136 and 
143 inches. The more modestly sized six, at 
4.7 litres and with 126 and 133-inch wheel-
bases, was similar in size to the biggest 
models from volume manufacturers such 
as Buick and Studebaker. Even though 
the six-cylinder Packard sedan was more 
expensive than these two, it comfortably 
outsold them.

Packard referred to its products of this 
era by ‘Series’ rather than model years, 
with the car’s wheelbase measurement 
denoted by the rest of the model number.  
Introduction dates varied from year to year 
and when, in the late 1920s, the manufac-
turer’s association decreed annual model 
changes, Packard resisted and stuck to its 
own well-tried system until after WWII.

By the late 1920s, it was fashionable to 
have a car with a very long bonnet and an 
eight-cylinder-in-line engine, so Packard 
redesigned its smaller model with a lesser 
version of its big eight. Packard introduced 
the new model as the Sixth Series Standard 
Eight in August 1928, featuring a new 320 
cubic inch (5¼ litre) straight eight. The 
engine had a cylinder bore of 3 3/16 inches 
and a 5 inch stroke (compared with the big 
eight’s figures of 3½ x 5 inches, both units 
having nine main bearings) and developed 
90bhp at 3200rpm – 10% more than the six 
it replaced. The new model carried on from 

the six in using two different wheelbase 
lengths, although for some reason the 
wheelbase of all models increased by half 
an inch in 1929 giving 126 ½ and 133 ½ 
inches for the new Standard Eight and 
140 ½ and 145 ½ inches for the bigger 
Custom Eight and Super Eight models. 
Other improvements introduced at the 
same time included chrome plating for the 
brightwork and the shifting of the temper-
ature gauge from the radiator cap to the 
dash. Disc wheels, which became standard 
from 1924, remained so for several more 
years, the optional wire wheels eventually 
becoming standard from 1933. For 1929 
and 1930, they were of 20-inch diameter 
with 6.00 tyres on the shorter wheelbase 
726 Standard Eight sedan (the only body 
style available on the shorter wheelbase), 
6.50s on the longer 733s and the big eights 
used 7.00s. For the Seventh Series, intro-
duced in August 1929, wheelbases were 
increased an inch to accommodate a new 
design water pump driven by twin belts 
and thermostatically controlled radiator 
shutters took over temperature control 
from the motor thermostat. Also new, for 
1930, were a new Detroit Lubricator carbu-
rettor and an extra ratio in the gearbox, 
the new gear being an extra low ratio. 

From 1933, the Standard Eight became 
simply the Eight and its 320 cubic inch 

BEHIND THE WHEEL

131366 anandd ththee sisixx inin using two different wheelbase

1930 Packard 733
Standard Eight Phaeton

Words by Mark Dawber Photos Tom Cloudsley
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eight-cylinder engine remained in produc-
tion through the 1930s. A new design 
larger-bore/shorter-stroke nine bearing 
straight eight replaced it for the Eighteenth 
Series, introduced in late 1939. The 
Fourteenth Series Super Eight of 1936 was 
the last to use the old big eight. The 320 
cubic inch engine, with its power output 
increased, replaced it in a slightly downsized 
Super Eight for the Fifteenth, Sixteenth 
and Seventeenth Series Super Eights.

The subject of this article is Tom 
Cloudsley’s other Packard, a 1930 733 
Seventh Series Standard Eight Phaeton, 
which Tom restored many years before he 
began work on his Twin Six. This was 
the only open-bodied Packard sold in the 
South Island in that year. There was a 
similar bodied big eight model 745 sold 
to the North Island, which still exists in 

an Auckland collection. Max Deans, a 
member of the North Canterbury Deans 
family bought the car new in 1930 using 
it to travel between Christchurch and his 
farm near Cheviot. There were many creek 
crossings on the road into the farm, and 
the large wheels on the Packard proved 
useful in pushing through the rocks in 
the fords. Max kept the Packard until he 
replaced it with a new Austin 16 just after 
the end of WWII.

The Deans are a well-known pioneering 
family in Canterbury, having established 
their farm at Riccarton, near Christchurch, 
in 1843, several years before the founding 
of Christchurch itself. They built a small 
cottage at first and their third house, a 
large, imposing, wooden structure, built in 
the 1890s is now part of a reserve owned 
by the Christchurch City Council. In 

2002, after this house had been through 
a major refurbishment, the Deans held a 
family gathering at the house to which 
the Packard was also invited. Included 
among the guests was Max Deans’ son 
Tony, (father of Robbie Deans), now in his 
80s, and he took the opportunity to drive 
the car again more than 60 years after it 
left the family. I spoke to Tony recently 
and he recalled that the Packard only got 
12mpg. He said his mother often drove 
the Packard. She was a small woman who 
found the steering very heavy and had 
to have cushions on the seat behind her 
so she could reach the pedals. Tony also 
recalled that the Packard’s convertible top 
was almost never lowered.

The late 1940s saw the Packard 
converted into a breakdown truck at 
Fenwick’s Garage in Oxford, and it was 

eight c
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in this form when Tom found it, derelict, 
in the 1960s. The back half of the body 
was long gone and Tom had to build a 
replacement from scratch. His background 
in joinery helped in this area. Every part of 
the car required completely rebuilding and 
the car was registered for the road in 1967.

During the restoration of the Packard, 
Tom used the best laquer paint available 
at the time and the condition of the paint 
today reflects his decision. The car still 
looks as good as it did 40 years ago. The 
same can be said of the interior, uphol-
stered in vinyl, which has lasted very well. 
From the foregoing, it can be seen that 
Tom has now owned the Packard for more 
than half of its life.

Tom and his wife Helen competed in 
the 1972 VCCNZ International Rally in 
Nelson. They also did the 1985 Centennial 

of the Motor Car run from Bluff to Cape 
Reinga. Since then it has remained in 
frequent use, although with the car’s heavy 
fuel consumption he nowadays doesn’t 
take it very far. Tom counters comments 
from others about the thirst by calling it 
‘converting petrol into pleasure’! To quote 
Tom, “we have five cars in the garage – two 
are moderns – and they all get a run every 
week for enjoyment. Enjoyment doesn’t 
have a price and we are lucky enough to be 
able to do this.”

I drove the Packard north from 
Tom’s home in the southern suburbs of 
Christchurch, where the annual American 
car day is held each November, with Tom 
following in the Veteran Twin Six. Like 
any Vintage car, the Packard requires 
some thought to drive. As expected, it 
has non-synchromesh gears, rod-and-cable 

operated brakes and beam axle suspen-
sion and all of its operating characteristics 
reflect this. The steering is not particularly 
heavy and the car is easy to steer, the 
steering only becoming heavier as the car 
leans into a faster bend. The gears change 
easily enough as long as the box is not 
hurried. That extra-low ratio first is off 
to the left in the gate and not normally 
used and the box is usually operated as 
a conventional three speed with reverse 
above first. For me, the area of most 
concern was the brakes. It is a long time 
since I drove a big car with non-assisted 
non-hydraulic brakes. The first time I had 
a traffic light go orange on me unexpect-
edly, I sailed straight through it! They 
really do need a hefty shove to make them 
work. Fortunately, it was Sunday morning 
and traffic was light. From then on, I 

Substantial rear end

bw290.indd   30bw290.indd   30 30/1/08   9:41:29 PM30/1/08   9:41:29 PM



 Beaded Wheels 31

tried harder to anticipate my stopping. (My 
usual Vintage transport is a 1929 Plymouth 
sedan; a car that probably weighs little 
more than half of what this Packard does 
and has reasonably effective hydraulic 
brakes.)

Like many cars if its era, the Packard 733 
has a centrally mounted accelerator pedal. I 
have driven cars with this feature before but 
because the Packard has limited legroom, I 
found it more difficult to use. People in 
1930 were smaller and had smaller feet 
than we do today. Compounding the diffi-
culty for me, the overdrive lever mounted 
in front of the driver’s seat makes access 
to the central accelerator less easy in the 
direct drive position. Another problem for 
me was the windscreen, whose top edge 
was in line with my eyes, so I had to crouch 
slightly to look through it.

With only about 90hp to move about 
two tons (my reference book quotes 4135 lb 
for this model – still much less than many 
modern 4WDs), performance is leisurely. 
Tom readily concedes that his 1918 Twin 
Six has better performance (an extra 100 
cubic inches of engine displacement 
helps!). Both lower gears are reasonably 
tall so a good speed can be reached in 
‘second’ before settling into top. Tom has 
had an ‘overdrive’ fitted – actually an 
industrial step up box mounted behind the 
gearbox – which has improved the car’s 
cruising ability, about 50 mph is a comfort-
able gait which doesn’t stress either engine 
or driver. The main disadvantage of this is 
that the transmission noise dominates the 
driving experience. I am sure the car can 
be driven much faster but, as it is an 
expensive car, and is not mine, and with 

brakes I didn’t trust, 50-ish mph was quite 
fast enough. Driving with the top down 
the engine makes just a distant hum with 
the exhaust note mostly lost to the wind. 
As expected of a straight eight, it produces 
almost no vibration. Speed is difficult to 
judge accurately because like most old 
American drum speedometers, this one 
reads slow, and once overdrive has been 
selected, it reads even slower. On the 
Christchurch Northern Motorway, modern 
traffic was passing steadily rather than 
quickly so I think 50+mph was a good 
guesstimate. On the return to Christchurch, 
I felt a little more confident in the car but 
still had to give thought to timing the gear 
changes correctly, while still thinking 
about how I was going to stop next time. 
Overall, a memorable experience in a 
magnificent car. bw

A very young proud Tom poses with his award winning car.
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After our week at Gettysburg we went north again to Maine. 
Scattered along the seaboard of that state are at least four 
collections of automobiles open to the public. The blurb 

for the Seal Cove Auto Museum claims it to be “the life’s work 
of a very private collector” being one of the “top collections of 
antique automobiles in the United States” and that “you will find 
a wide variety of antique autos from an 1899 De Dion Bouton, to 
a 1934 Packard, with a special emphasis on rare examples from 
the Brass Era (1905-1917).” Well, we did not find anything because 
the museum had closed for the winter a week before our intended 
visit. The brochure features a superb early Stanley Steamer (model 
C?), an unidentified red raceabout and another photo showing 
an impressive line up of gleaming brass. But be there before 
September 15 or you will miss out as we did. 

A little further south, the Owls Head Museum of Transportation 
is not a collection of old cars but is exactly what it says, taking the 
discerning visitor from the advent of the wheel, through early 
bicycles, horseless carriages and flying machines to the modern 
jet engine. Of interest to our period was a replica of the steam 
powered velocipede as built by Sylvester Roper in 1868 and a 
replica (another) of Carl Benz’s 1885 machine. Andrew Riker 
founded the Riker Electric Motor Company in 1888, built his 
first electric car in 1884 and in 1901, on little more than a couple 
of planks on wheels (the machine on display) completed a mile 
in an unofficial 63 seconds. Electric vehicles were further repre-
sented by a 1912 Woods Electric Brougham, while steam was 
represented by yet another 1904 Stanley Model C Runabout, a 2 
cylinder 6hp Locomobile engine only and a 1903 Prescott Steam 
Runabout, built by the Prescott Automobile Company of Passiac, 
New Jersey. The history of Stanley has previously been covered, 
but an 1885 engine built by JW Penny of Mechanics Falls, Maine, 
was claimed to have been “made by the same firm that later built 
the Stanley Steam Car Engines”. Does this suggest that Penny 
replaced Mason as engine makers for Stanley? Early American gas 
buggies included a 1906 2 cylinder 12hp Chicago Motor Buggy 
made by the Black Manufacturing Co of Chicago (another replica 
project for Brian Black?), an un-named high wheeler, a 1909 single 
cylinder Cadillac, a 1902 Curved Dash Oldsmobile and a 1903 
Pierce Stanhope. Before the days of Indian and Harley Davidson, 
Americans could convert their bicycles to motor power by buying 
a simple Steffey conversion kit. The 1901 example featured solid 
tyres on wooden rims. 

The Ford T exhibit, which demonstrated the many ingenious 
uses those faithful work horses were put to, also included three 
of its predecessors, a 1903 Model A, a 1907 Model K and a 1907 
Model S which remained in production until 1909, a year after 
the Model T was born. The 4 cylinder 24hp 1906 Autocar was a 

car, not a truck as seen before. Unusual for us was a 4-seater Reo 
Touring of about 1916 to 1918. A weird Scripps Booth Auto-Bi 
resembling an overgrown motorcycle with a 3-seater cockpit and 
jockey wheels for low speed or stationary support, powered by a 45 
hp V8 engine and weighing in at 3,200 pounds, would have been 
a handful to manage. Costing $25,000 in 1913, I doubt it found 
many buyers. Only slightly more conventional, and aimed at the 
light car market, was the Scripps-Booth 20hp Model C of 1916. 
Very much a cycle-car and not built for large people, one would 
not have wished to have ridden on the 1916 Woods Mobilette for 
many miles. From across the Atlantic came an 1898 Leon Bollee 
Tri-car in which the passenger arrived at the accident first, a single 
cylinder 8hp De Dion Bouton, a large 6 cylinder 1909 Panhard 
Levassor, and a huge 1903 Mercedes Simplex Tourer. Willie K 
Vanderbilt had enough spare cash to persuade Renault to build a 
small number of replicas of their successful 42hp 4 cylinder Grand 
Prix race car. The blue 1907 Renault-Vanderbilt racer on display 
was nearly as impressive as Ann Thompson’s Darracq racer. An 
early Royal Enfield motorcycle was suspended on a distant ledge 
at the back of the restoration shop. The “Magnificent Men” were 
not to be seen but there were several examples or replicas of their 
“Flying Machines”. Ninety minutes was not enough but one was 
mindful of herself patiently waiting in the car.

Apart from a handful of Veteran Ford T models in various 
configurations, a 1907 Model F Buick, a 1904 Model Q Curved 
Dash Oldsmobile and the engine from an earlier Model R, the car 
collection at the Booth Bay Railway Village had some different 
Veteran machinery to wonder at. The earliest was a splendid six 
passenger 1897 Haynes-Apperson Surrey powered by a 2 cylinder 
engine that drove through a 3 speed spur gear transmission. 
Ramblers are rare in New Zealand so it was a pleasure to see a 
1902 example of the Model C that vied with Oldsmobile for sales 
in that year. High-wheelers always look primitive despite their year 
of manufacture, yet the 1912 IHC Motor Wagon Panel Express 
in configuration and dimensions was not unlike a particular 
model of one of the Ford, Dodge, Chevrolet or GMC light trucks 
(overgrown utes) that are immensely popular in the USA. The 
rarest and probably the most impressive was the 1914 Lozier “Light 
Six” 36 hp Touring. It was almost as big as the Stanley 5 passenger 
Touring Model 73 of 1912 that dwarfed its older sister, the 1909 
Model R. The Lozier was paired with an 1878 Lozier bicycle 
also on loan from a member of the Lozier family. Though not a 
motor vehicle, the 1885 Button Steam Pumper horse-drawn fire 
appliance was made by the Button Company, one of the founda-
tion companies that eventually became American La France.

The Wells Auto Museum at the southern end of the Maine 
coast had its origins in 1946 when Glenn Gould was given a 

Glidden Tour Entrants from left: EMF, Buick, Hartkraft

Sounding 
the Brass 
– Part II
Words and photos Rob Knight

Sadly Rob passed away 
unexpectedly in December. 
We are able to publish here the 
conclusion of Rob’s article that was 
commenced in issue 289.
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Stanley Steamer found in the barn of an uncle in Vermont. 
Glenn caught the bug and amassed a large collection, only part of 
which is on display at any one time. Unfortunately, the museum 
suffers from lack of space so that the cars and the large number 
of coin-operated machines are crammed together. Nevertheless 
one can find some more interesting and rare brass-era cars. 
Where else could one see five steam cars and a couple of steam 
engines on display at once? Four Stanley Steamers ranged between 
1904 Model CX, a 1907 Model H5, a 1908 Model F to a 1909 
unidentified model. Mike Brown, whose early White steamer has 
become deservedly well known and respected this year, would 
have been delighted to study the 1907 Model H White engine. 
By comparison, next to it stood a 1905 Grout made by Grout Bros 
Automobile Co of Orange, Massachusetts. It was driven by a 2 
cylinder double acting 12 hp engine. Presumably, the large cylin-
drical bonnet, reminiscent of a mini railway locomotive without 
the smoke stack, housed the boiler. The 1902 Thomas carrying 
a rear-entrance tonneau body was displayed as found. Made by 
the Thomas Manufacturing Co of Buffalo, New York, this single 
cylinder 8 hp was a baby to its famous younger sister, the 6 
cylinder Thomas Flyer that raced around the world from New York 
to Paris in 169 days in 1908. According to the ticket, the Thomas 
Company was claimed to have pioneered the steering column 
shift (but what about the early French cars?) and the tilt steering 
column in the 1902 model. Early Wintons from Cleveland, Ohio 
are probably non-existent in New Zealand. The 2 cylinder opposed 
engine of the 1902 “as found” model on display was rated at 20 
hp. The 1905 cross-engine Franklin was the second or third we 
had seen. Nelson and Marlborough branches have between them 
two Brush cars and one Schacht. The Brush on display was a 
1910 single cylinder runabout while the Schacht high-wheeler 
was a 1905 Model K. Another high-wheeler was labeled as a 1908 
International and a third was a 1909 Sears of the type sold through 
the famous Sears Catalogue from 1908 to 1911. It is understood 

that two or three “French Front” single cylinder Oldsmobiles are 
being built in New Zealand and David Wilkens owns a complete 
car except the engine and transmission. The 1905 model presented 
in a pleasant shade of white was the first I had seen in the flesh. 
The 1905 Rambler was the second we had seen in two days but 
the 1908 Atlas Runabout fell into the category of barely known 
about. Made in Springfield, Massachusetts, it was powered by a 2 
cylinder, 2 cycle, 4 ½ hp engine. The 1900 Crestmobile, that did 
not in any way resemble the well known Delaney Crestmobile, 
could only be viewed through a front window that was reflecting 
the bright late September sun. To add to the early Fords seen the 
previous day were a 1906 Model N and a 1910 Model T. Instead of 
a conventional engine, the bonnet of the 1908 Baker Electric hid a 
bank of batteries totalling 30 cells that weighed an incredible 950 
pounds; somewhat less efficient than the Toyota Prius hybrid we 
have enjoyed driving as a rental car. The 1901 Indian motorcycle 
was little more than a standard safety bicycle frame into which 
had been fitted a single cylinder engine, while the 1909 Smith 
Motowheel was a forerunner of the clip-ons. The 1894 Wolfmueller 
motorcycle made in Munich, Germany, was rather more ingenious. 
The 2 cylinder horizontal motor, fuelled by benzene and fired by 
hot-tube ignition, had its connecting rods linked to either end of 
the back axle which acted as the crankshaft; top speed 25 mph. 
This was claimed to be the world’s first production motorcycle. 

Stepping up a few years, still at Wells, we had a 1911 Metz, a 
1912 Hupmobile Roadster, and a 1911 Maxwell Model AB. The 
1911 Buick truck in a dark corner had no details but was chain 
driven, probably by a 2 cylinder horizontally opposed engine under 
the seat or tray. Other larger cars included a 1909 Buick 4 cylinder 
40 hp Model 17, a 1918 Stutz Bearcat 2-seater roadster that many 
of us would love to run if we could afford it, two Pierce-Arrows, 
a 1918 Model 48 B4 Roadster and a 1909 “Miniature Touring”. 
With a large 5-seater body and a 6 cylinder 36 hp engine the term 
“miniature” can only have been comparative within the Pierce 

bw290.indd   33bw290.indd   33 30/1/08   9:41:36 PM30/1/08   9:41:36 PM



34 Beaded Wheels

Arrow range? Judging by the sharp V-shaped radiator and matt 
black 2-seater body of the 1915 Adams Indy racer, it was obvious 
it was not built as a road car. Penned up behind a high mesh fence 
and jammed together were a 1902 Knox, a 1902 Oldsmobile, a 
1915 Reading Standard motorcycle, a 1901 Orient Buckboard and 
a 1912 Overland. Back in the shop I was tempted to buy a few bulb 
horns at $9.95 each or 3 for $25. The shape and style would not 
have disgraced any early Veteran but, being made in India, I could 
only find one to produce the correct fruity note of flatulency, 
besides there was no longer any room in our luggage. An excellent 
collection spoiled by lack of space, but Glenn Gould’s heirs (he 
died about two years ago) are well aware of that deficiency.

That same Maine coast yielded a little bit of history only 
slightly related to old motorcars. As you all should know, the 
French settled along the north-eastern coast of what is now USA 
and Canada in 1604. Later in that century a fellow by the name 
of Antoine de la Mothe was granted by King Louis XIV posses-
sion of Mount Desert Island, a very large island separated from 
the mainland by a narrow channel. At some time de la Mothe had 
gratuitously taken the additional name of Cadillac (perhaps after 
the town of that name in France?) and he named the 450 million 
year old granite peak on the island Mont Cadillac. Of course you 
also know that the English spent 150 years trying to kick the 
French out, finally succeeding in 1755 with some dreadful atroci-
ties; but that is another story. Feeling somewhat harassed by and 
at risk from the English, the self-styled M. Cadillac only stayed a 
year on his chosen piece of Arcadia and decamped to Michigan 
where he settled and founded Detroit (de troit = the strait), thus 
eventually inspiring the name of what was to become a prestig-
ious automobile make. As a nice additional touch, one of Henry 
Ford’s descendants now owns a lovely home in the shadow of 
Mount Cadillac and contributes to the maintenance of a network 

of Rockefeller-built gravel-surfaced carriage-only roads. As if you 
wanted to know all that.

I called at the Tee-Tot-Um Museum in Wysox, a small town on 
the upper reaches of the mighty Susquehanna River which flows 
through Pennsylvania, hoping to see the one and only Brough 
car. Built in 1904 for a Kansas mail carrier, George Brough, by 
a local blacksmith shop using bits from several types of old farm 
machinery, this primitive automobile is powered by a 6hp single 
cylinder engine previously used in the blacksmith’s shop. But the 
Brough, along with several other brass- era cars had been sold and 
the museum cum antique shop was closing due to ill health. I was 
permitted a very brief look and some photographs of the remaining 
vehicles – a 1897 Grant (made by Wallace Grant of Brooklyn, NY), 
a 1905 Franklin Type E (cross-engine?) a Schacht high-wheeler 
(Graeme Wiblin has one of these) and a 1907 Reliable Dayton 
Model D Surrey (Chicago, Illinois). The blue 5-passenger Metz 
Touring was probably Veteran but could have been early Vintage. 
Circumstances did not permit taking notes, studying the cars in 
detail or perusing any of the hundreds of other small objects and 
tools laid out for sale. A sad end to what must have been a fasci-
nating collection of rare machines. About 40 miles away we never 
did find the Crankers Museum at Sterling that is reputed to be “a 
unique private museum housing many rare automobiles”.

The last time I saw Mike Margerum’s 1913 Studebaker it was 
unfinished. He has since had his mate Jim Schoffstall finish it 
off for him in a nice shade of dark blue but the car still has the 
original leather upholstery. The body style is similar to that of 
Wayne Richard’s EMF because, as Mike explained, this 4 cylinder 
model, wearing a Studebaker badge, was basically built out of the 
last of the EMF parts. Being regular attendees of our big rallies 
Mike and Jim now have many friends in New Zealand.

 bw
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ANNABELLE I ’24 BULLNOSE 5 SEAT TOURER  
present owner 36 years. Good order 2 kerb door 
model, Lucas electrics. 5 near new tyres. WOF &  
Reg $25,000 Also 4 x 4.50x17 crossply tyres new. 
$800 Firm Phone 06 758 3669, Taranaki.

ASHBURTON  VCC  SWAPMEET.  Bookings now 
being accepted for this popular event being held on 
May 3rd 2008. Contact Rod Begbie  24 Melcombe 
St ASHBURTON  7700.  Phone 03 308 4402 
rodmargbegbie@xtra.co.nz

AUSTIN-HEALEY DIFF HEAD  COMPLETE with crown 
wheel and pinion 11x43–3.9 ratio in very good 
condition $300. Phone 04 904 6226.  MEM

AUTOMOTIVE BULBS IN 6-12-24 VOLT   including 
most hard to get bases in both 6 & 12 volt for 
conversions. These are the old type standard bulbs 
not the more expensive quartz type. Try me for all 
your bulbs preferably with a description rather than 
an obscure number. Info & quotes, phone Stuart 
Neill 03 472 7199 or email stulynneill@hotmail.
com

Please notify National Office if you 
have changed your address or sold/purchased 

any vehicles. Advertising for our April/May issue 
closes 10 March 2008. 

35 Beaded Wheels

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and state their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 
words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8140, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900.00 $720.00
Half Page $490.00 $390.00
Horizontal Quarter Page $270.00 $216.00
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121.oo $99.00
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE

AU TO M OTI V E  WOO D G R A I N I NG 
 When restoring your car there is only 
one way to restore your metal window 
frames & dashboard: metal woodgraining. 
For information and free quotes contact 
Alan Markby. Phone 03 445 0988 or write to 
11 Boyne Place, Cromwell.   MEM

1923 VAUXHALL 23/60 KINGSTON  TOURER , new 
body frame, all instruments, head and side lamps 
etc. Requires restoration and assembly. Inspection 
invited. Wayne Henderson, 70 Tanner Road, 
Dunedin. Phone 03 467 9804 wf.henderson@xtra.
co.nz

1923/24 MORRIS LEON BOLLEE.  Engine, drive 
shaft, axles and radiator. Engine seized and without 
head. From North Shore Branch parts shed. Cost: 
donation to Club. Contact Arnold van Zon 09 473 
5750 or Dick Andrews 09 473 9363.

1924-25 GRAHAM TRUCK  FOR SALE Needs 
restoring. Also Veteran Oldsmobile parts. Phoe 03 
689 7892.  MEM

COACHWORK 
 For all your coachwork and woodwork 
requirements for your Veteran, Vintage 
and Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
n Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Ave, Cromwell. 
Phone/Fax 03 445 0598. Cell 021 109 1309 Email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

6 – 12 VOLT INVERTERS, run any 12 volt accessory 
in your original 6 volt vehicle. Very simple three 
wire installation. J. Hibbs, 12 Grace Nicholls Grove, 
Riverstone Terraces, Upper Hutt, Phone 04 528 
4621 or email hibbspekay@xtra.co.nz

1925 CHEVROLET TRUCK 1½ TON  all mechanicals, 
no body, design your own, no rust, motor turns. 
Offers around $2,000. Phone Brian Newbery 03 
384 1220 or 021 171 8379.  MEM

1926-28 CHEVROLET.  1926 Chev parts including 
chassis parts, tourer doors, rear tub, bonnet, 
mechanical parts etc. 1927 & 1928 Chevrolet 
commercial parts including chassis, diff, firewalls, 
etc. Please phone me on 027 276 9919 or email 
KJS.Phillips@xtra.co.nz and let me know what you 
are after.

1930 (ISH) ROESCH TALBOT  running gear and scuttle. 
Reconditioned engine requires assembly. Springs, 
shackles and brakes all restored. Instruments and 
lamps. Short chassis. Inspection invited. Wayne 
Henderson 70 Tanner Road, Dunedin. Phone 03 467 
9804. wf.henderson@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1939 PLYMOUTH SEDAN,  older restoration, new 
radiator core, new valves, generator recon, Reg & 
WOF. The car is very reliable. $14,000 ono. Phone 
Peter 07 345 4250 evenings.  MEM

1975 SUNBEAM RAPIER , WOF & Reg. Daily use, 
present owner 25 years. Motor rebored, repaint, 
top order. Always garaged. $5,000 ono. Also 1947 
Humber 10 fully restored, in good running order. 
Many spares, $4,500 ono. Ph Sam 07 884 8515.  
 MEM

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and 
finish. 

All aspects of repair undertaken including 
Vacuum Advance Units. 

MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 
Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 

restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 
work fully guaranteed.

Contact Quality Rebuilds, 
5 Fenhall St, Christchurch, 8004. 

Phone/fax Barry Emms 03 342 5677 MEM 
email: barry@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

1947 ROVER  Restoration near completion. 
For sale on behalf of the estate of the late Martin 
Weir. Vehicle is situated in Napier. For more details 
including photographs and receipts phone Dave 
McKee 06 835 4862. Email mckee.da@xtra.co.nz
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CAR MAGAZINES  VCC Beaded Wheels 1964 and 1965 
and 1968-2006, NZ Classic Car issue 9 Sept 1991 to 
Dec 2006. Various overseas magazines. 50c each or 
reduced to $220 for the total. Phone 09 263-9212.  
 MEM

PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.U 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South 
Auckland. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage wood work requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. Contact; George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372, Fax 
03 338 5482. Member.

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES 
large stock of new and used for all types 
of vehicles from early 1900s onwards including 
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors, 
trucks. Transport book-find specialists. 
Mail, telephone and secure online orders. 
DML Manuals & Motor Books. 
www.manuals.co.nz Phone 03 614 7900. 
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New York Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

COLLECTION OF RUGBY PARTS 1926-29.  Motors, 
gearboxes, front ends, diffs, chassis, some body 
parts. 1928/29 Rugby tourer body, complete. Some 
woodwork started. Some 1929 Rugby sedan parts. 
1929 coupe doors. 1929 Roadster bodyparts (rusty). 
1933/34 Continental Beacon restoration project 
80% complete. 1922 Durant A22 motor, radiator 
surround and headlights. Phone 03 443 7906.

EUROPEAN HOLIDAYS. Camper vans, 
motorhomes and cars for hire. Excellent helpful 
service, best rates in UK. For brochures phone 
07 853 2711 or phone Kiwi Hire Direct 44 1 432 
870 410 fax 44 1 432 870 875

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

RENAULT NNI ROADSTER 1925  Partly restored, 
complete with instruction book, parts manual etc. 
$7,500. Phone 09 418 4436 or email robreid@xtra.
co.nz 

FAIT 501 CROWNWHEEL AND PINION  NOS 
5.2/1 ratio with used diff carrier and drive shaft. 
Inspection invited. Wayne Henderson, 70 Tanner 
Road, Dunedin. Phone 03 467 9804. wf.henderson@
xtra.co.nz  MEM

FOR SALE BY TENDER 1938 FORD 8,  this vehicle 
shall be sold by tender, as is, where is. The vehicle’s 
registration is on hold. The highest, or any tender 
may not necessarily be accepted. Persons wishing 
to submit a tender should do so in writing and 
post to The Auckland Veteran and Vintage Car 
Club, PO Box 12 138, Penrose 1642., marking the 
envelope “Tender”. Tenders close 31 March 2008. 
For further details, please contact either Alan Price, 
Chairman 09 833 8575 or Rodger Ball 09 298 6476, 
Secretary.

FOR SALE OR SWAP  C.A.V sidelight model ES driver 
side electric Ph/Fax 03 383 4894 before 9am and 
after 6pm.

FORD MODEL T  16 VALVE Overhead conversion, 
pistons, rings, gudgeons, big end block, twin carbs, 
oil pump, modified crank shaft. Lots of extras and 
bric a brac. Phone 06 368 3472.  MEM

FORD MODEL T TOURER  Complete restoration just 
finished. Balanced motor. New top and upholstery. 
Ready for Vin & Reg. LH Knee problems reason for 
sale. Phone Brian 07 576 6182.  MEM

MODEL A FORD 1929.  4 Door Murray body sedan 
currently Reg & WOF in road going order. $23,000 
ono. Phone 03 312 4119.  MEM

PERSONAL PLATE,  “NTN R” unused, present, 
(Norton Roadster) All paper work mint 
condition, $450-00 Phone 06-3685611 or email, 
davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz

STUTZ DUAL COWL TOURER 1928,  SV16, older 
restoration, superb Vintage car, the American 
Bentley. Email patcourtney@xtra.co.nz or 027 496 
6153.

SET OF FIVE CLASSICO TYRES AND TUBES  400x19 
Blockley tread ideal pre 1936 Austin Seven etc. 
phone Gary Wall 06 306 9826 evenings.  MEM

VAUXHALL PB PANELS FOR SALE    NOS L&R silles   
L front guard, L rear guard. Many more panels 
available new and second hand. Contact Rob Brader 
ph: 06 370 8699 Email: jacon@infogen.net.nz  MEM

VETERAN MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS  Clement 
Garrard Motorcycle Engine – Early Veteran 
(looks like a clip on motor) Royal Enfield V 
Twin Motorcycle – Small engine auto inlet valve 
model – Several engines, glass oil tank, frame, 
forks, front guard, handle bars and fuel tank. A rare 
early Veteran. Triumph Veteran engines – 1910-14 
models. Phone 03 579 4458 . MEM

VETERAN WHITE 4 CYLINDER MOTOR  4¼ inch bore. 
Alfa Sud motor recently reconditioned. 1937-39 
Chev gearbox. Steering box, radiator. New Toyota 
3k engine overhaul kits. Veteran Solar motorcycle 
headlight. Bosch DU6 mag. Phone John 06 765 
5554.  MEM

VICTORIA 250CC TWO-STOKE MOTORCYCLE  – 
restored and goes well. No registration. This rare 
German 1950s machine is in Dunedin. $1,550 ono. 
Phone or fax Hec Browett 03 487 6726.  MEM

SUBSCRIPTION TIME AGAIN!

Your invoice renewals will be sent out mid 
to end of February so keep your eyes open.  

If you don’t receive yours then please let 
your Branch Secretary know before mid 
March so they can advise the National 
Office. You don’t want to have the late 

penalty payment because the postman has 
lost yours! 

VCC Membership subscriptions are due to 
be paid in full by the 31st MARCH 2008.
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1967 AUSTIN-HEALEY 3000 MKIII BJ8  fully 
restored, very original car with history from UK. 
Low miles phone 03 329 6967, 027 329 6032.   MEM
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VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201, page 
17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size or made to 
your measurements. Phone/Fax Allan on 06 844 
3959 or 025 469 331 to discuss your requirements. 
Allan Jones Joinery, Napier. Member.

UNIQUE VINTAGE CAR.  1924 Essex in excellent 
condition. Completely restored. Buffalo wire 
wheels, 5.00x21s. Contact jrs@xnet.co.nz or 
phone 03 351 8884. Offers around $18,000 to 
$20,000.  MEM

1922 FORD MODEL T  Very well restored car.  
We are the 3rd owners of this very original car. 
Could do with a new paint job at some stage.  
Excellent  upholstery and engine. Ruckstell diff. 
$20,000 ono. Contact David on  021 293 3312 - 
d.pauling@paradise.net.nz  MEM

1934 LAGONDA RAPIER 1100CC.  Twin ohc. BTH 
GA4 mag ignition. Semi automatic ENV gear box.  
Sound, economical and reliable. Nice car to drive. 
$50,000. ono. Phone William 06 322 8133 a/h or 
021 1100 966.   MEM

1956 STANDARD 10  Registered & WOF, and 
VIN’d (PWV 1023). Mechanically sound and in 
good condition. 59,000 miles. $3,000 ono. Phone 
Ian 06 379 7201.   MEM

CAMPERVAN FORD 1992 2000CC.  New radial 
tyres and radio. WOF, Reg and Elect WOF. $12,800. 
Phone 09 267 8326 (Auckland).   MEM

1929 DA DODGE DELUXE SALOON  3,500 miles 
since full restoration. Fitted with Toyota 5 speed 
gear box twin side mounted spares. Nice car. 
Some spare parts. Offers over $25,000. Phone Ken 
03 437 1115, Oamaru.   MEM

1942 JEEP  Current WOF & reg. One New Zealand 
owner. Well maintained. Asking price $16,500. 
Phone 07 896 6769 after 6pm in evenings.   MEM

POPTOP CARAVAN  3 berth refurbished, recently 
recanvas and painted with awning. Current 
WOF & Reg and electrical warrant. Asking price 
$6,500. Phone 07 896 6769 after 6pm.  
 MEM
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1968 RAMBLER REBEL SST CONVERTIBLE  only 
823 built, extra rare being factory RHD, 3rd owner, 
original 73K miles. 290 V8, auto, PS, power disc 
brakes, power hood, twin mirrors. $36,000. Phone 
Lindsay, Oamaru 03 437 0809 or 021 230 1062 
after 4.30pm weekdays.

1925 FORD T  4 DOOR New timber Southland 
beech all sealed. New panels, ready to paint. 
$6,500. Phone 03 352 3780 or 027 277 8049   MEM

BSA 1924 ROUND TANK 250CC 2 SPEED.  Reg 
on hold. Some spares, personalised plate BSA 24 
$10,000. Phone Ross 03 327 8869.   MEM

1939 INTERNATIONAL D2 ½ TON PICKUP FLATDECK 
 Original low mileage vehicle. Had new wiring, 
brakes, wheel bearings & radiator, seat 
reupholstered, engine overhaul, high speed diff. 
Good runner. WOF & Reg, VIC. $15,000 ono. John 
Foot 07 823 5641 or leave a message

1923-25 T COUPE BODY ONLY.  New timber 
southland beech all sealed. New metal panels 
sealed, ready to paint. Built from original patterns. 
Six month waiting list, made to order $10,000. 
Phone Paul 027 277 849 or 03 352 3780 evenings.

1928 CADILLAC CONVERTIBLE COUPE   rebodied 
1976, completed 2004. NZ new, full history. Stunning 
augbergine paint (Mercedes Benz colour – amaldine black). 
140" wheelbase, 90hp V8, 81,000 orig. miles, 
Fuelstar, pilot ray, Vintage style indicators, rumble 
seat, mascot, windwings (since photo), new tyres. 
Asking $150,000. Will email photos & history on 
request. Kevin Casey, 116 Mornington Rd, Dunedin. 
Ph 03 453 0818, email: leadlights@ihug.co.nz

1954 DAIMLER CONQUEST  Lovely condition. Has 
been used for weddings. New muffler, distributor 
kit, trafficator lights, steering alignment checked. 
Reluctant sale. $6000 ONO Contact Bill. 03 572 
9008. Blenheim area.   MEM

 This visually impressive vehicle is 
equipped with 6 powder coated wire 
wheels. Standard equipment includes 
powerful 3.4l 6 cylinder engine, factory 
right hand drive, large drum brakes all 
round with sleeved brake cylinders, 
modern cored radiator, SS exhaust 
system, 12 volt electrics all-round, heater, 

concealed sound system, trunk rack, dickey seat. Full all weather side curtains and side golf door. Many 
spares also come with this vehicle. Vehicle has high-speed diff and is able to cruise easily with modern 
traffic at 55-65mph. Paint, panel and chrome are in excellent condition, vehicle was restored in early 
80s and has completed many tours without incident
 This vehicle is in sound mechanical condition with current rego and insurance and is ready to hit the 
road whether a national tour or a sunday drive. $60,000. Phone 06 354 1796 or cell 021 022 86109

1929 GRAHAM PAIGE 
ROADSTER 

ESCORT 1976 130CC AUTO  Two family owners, 
vinyl roof, original paint and dents. Rust free, WOF 
& Reg on hold. VCC eligible $1,500 firm. Phone 07 
872 7999 (Waikato).  MEM

1953 ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY 346 . Body 
stripped and twopac paint job. Full recon. new 
shocks, kingpins and front end, rewired. Woodwork 
redone. A very good example of an early model 
with special features twin carbs, preselect, chrome 
stripe down boot. Sorry to sell, need room. Ph 04 
383 7526 Email islandbayplumbing@xtra.co.nz

1951 AUSTIN A40.  This is probably the best 
in NZ, fully restored 10 years ago with nothing 
untouched. Good range off spares, motors well. 
Phone Ray Singleton 07 573 6547 selling on behalf 
of club member. $8,000  MEM

ALVIS GREY LADY 1954  Tidy car, very motorable, 
one owner since early 70s fully Reg & WOF, very 
original car good motorable car. $10,000  Phone 
03 384 5688, 021 361 434  MEM
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I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

Name (block letters)  _________________________________________________________________________

Membership number is ______ ⁄___________________ Phone   _________________________________

Please list this advertisement in the

 

Advertisement text to read (include contact details):

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

Yes

 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING REALLY WORKS…

 & NOW IT’S FREE*

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges remain 
unchanged for all non-members or members 
wishing to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your advertisement to 
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

or complete the form on this page and post to us 
at Marketplace Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8140 
or fax us on 03 332 3827

Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our April/May issue is
10 March 2008. 
NO LATE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED

Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 8,000 
subscribers and members of the New Zealand 
Vintage Car Club every issue – our advertising is 
read by enthusiasts throughout the country and 
overseas. Now you can reach a broader audience 
by choosing to publish your advertisement in 
our magazine and also on our club website. 
Advertisements are listed on the internet for 
the length of time the issue of Beaded Wheels 
remains current.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Up to 45 words including phone number. 
Supply a colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE 

for return of photo, digital photos may be submitted 

to our email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$54*
Text & 

colour photo.
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$16*
Text only 

advertising

Tick which column you require

Yes List my advertisement on 
the internet.

For an additional cost ($5 text only, $10 to include 
your photo) we can now publish your advertisement 
on our website. All advertisements must appear 
in Beaded Wheels. Advertisements remain on the 
internet until the release of the next issue of Beaded 
Wheels. $5 text only, additional $5 to include photo

 WANTED  FOR SALE

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. 

Members must state their membership number when submitting the advertisement.
•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be 

returned if a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital photographs may be supplied by 
email in a .jpg format, send a high resolution file to achieve the best results.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the maximum space available is 65 words. 
Beaded Wheels reserves the right to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served basis. While every attempt will be made to include 
your advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine for publication.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are required to appear in.
• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ website.

  text only advertisement

  text and photo advertisement

  wanted column

   for sale column

Not a VCCNZ member? Yes – you can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s foremost historical 
motoring magazine

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, P O Box 13-140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising. 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for April/May issue is 10 March 2008. NO LATE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome 

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

HISTORIC RACE LICENCE
All members who hold a VCC Historic Race 
Licence are responsible for making sure that 

it has not expired. There will be a group 
that will find their Licence expires on the 
31 March 2008. If you are one of these 
people and wish to renew your Licence, 
please forward $22.50 prior to this date, 
along with your VCC HRL number or old 

HRL card, and it will be updated.

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   Mem.

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 
389-0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 

1910 HUPMOBILE  Fully rebuilt in 2001 including 
all mechanicals. Has rallied from Auckland toTaupo 
and back, also Auckland to Hamilton and back 
several times.  Very attractive with a big “cute” 
factor. A real show stopper.  $40,000  Phone 09 
448 2248  MEM

1916 BRISCOE TOURER  Restored for the 50th 
anniversary rally and driven there from Auckland.  
Driven from Cape Palliser to Cape Reinga via East 
Cape.  Good motorable veteran. Full mechanical 
restoration with body off and new frame made 
from South Island beech. This car goes well and, 
with modified brakes, it stops well. $40,000 Phone 
09 448 2248  MEM

W
w
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SUBSCRIPTION TIME AGAIN!

Your invoice renewals will be sent out mid 
to end of February so keep your eyes open.  

If you don’t receive yours then please let 
your Branch Secretary know before mid 
March so they can advise the National 
Office. You don’t want to have the late 

penalty payment because the postman has 
lost yours! 

VCC Membership subscriptions are due to 
be paid in full by the 31st MARCH 2008.
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WANTED TO BUY
1923 BSA 557CC MOTORCYCLE  wheels, rear stand, 
cylinder barrel and any small parts. Also 1925-26 
New Hudson 350cc or 500cc motor. I have parts to 
swap including gas tail light or will buy. Phone Paul 
09 478 9699, gruz.p@clear.net.nz, 027 642 4222.  
 MEM

1930 OK SUPREME MODEL H30 350CC  parts 
wanted also photos and information. Phone Geoff 
03 384 4716.  MEM

AMERICAN NUMBER PLATES WANTED  – any singles 
namely the following states: Arizona, California, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, Nevada, Nebraska, New Jersey, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, South Dakota, 
Washington. Phone 0800 310 508 evenings.

BRAKE ADJUSTING GAUGE  as used on early vehicles 
with tapered axles. Phone 06 844 0464 or 027 446 
1986 email kimhunter22@xtra.co.nz

BUICK MASTER 1925 MARVEL CARBURETTOR 
 assembly M10-589 wanted. Also rear tonneau 
screen as carried on extensible arms and/or parts of 
a “Perfecta” make. Any items of original literature, 
including posters pertaining to Buick are of interest. 
Phone Neil 03 434 9470.  MEM

CAN YOU PLEASE HELP ME  with a project I’m 
involved in? We are in need of a twin cylinder 
90deg air cooled engine of about 1100cc 1912-15 
era, JAP or similar. Thank you Earl Preston   03 
5777839 or email theriverbank@xtra.co.nz  MEM

DE DION WTD TO BEG BUY BORROW  or steal for 
patterns. 1903 8hp 3 speed clutch model Any gears, 
clutches, crown wheel and pinion axles covers 
levers, shafts, steering box, rear cover for diff. I 
have 1 set of castings and one main shaft to make  
2 car transmissions Phone/Fax 03 383 4894 (before 
9am or after 6pm)  email   alanr@ihug.co.nz

FIAT 505 PRIMING CAPS,  radiator oval badge, oil 
pressure gauge black face, also Humber 9/20 motor 
radiator etc. Phone Roy  09 235 0917

FOR MID-VINTAGE UNIC  we need an engine, 
gearbox, driveshaft and radiator and/or any other 
smaller parts. Let me know what you have, OHV or 
SV and 1.8, 2, 2.6 or 2.9 litre? Phone Hans Compter 
09 435 2608 email: compter@igrin.co.nz 

FRONT WHEEL OR HUB TO FIT 95 MM VETERAN  
fork, two needed, one Triumph type. Veteran 
Triumph pedal gear and sprocket and rocking clutch 
pedal. Sturmey Archer 3 speed hub parts, anything 
will help. Sturmey Archer clutch 30 teeth. Brown & 
Barlow carb around 1912-14.  Taylorhq@xtra.co.nz  
Phone 09 533 8050  MEM

H&B SIDELAMP, MODEL 1000 WANTED.  Right hand 
side. Also parts or info for my 1912 12/16 Wolseley. 
Phone Nevin Gough 03 488 1261 easttaieri@yahoo.
com  MEM

HARLEY-DAVIDSON J PARTS,  anything considered. 
Ford 1936 V8 engine, 3.54 diff, complete or gears 
only. Ford 1939 V8 brake parts. Please call Kerry 09 
299 6860 or email nzuk@xtra.co.nz .  MEM

REO FLYING CLOUD  cylinder head to suit early 
Cloud. Also wanted Fordson Major tractor front 
axle. Phone Lindsay 03 347 9929.  MEM

SHELL DENTAX C  Compounded Worm Gear Oil 
Phone Len 06 343 6790.

TRIUMPH FLAT TANK PRE-1915 PARTS WANTED, 
 anything at all please, also Velocette 50s front 
mudguard and generator rubber belt cover. Phone 
Roley 09 846 9743  MEM

WANTED 1930-31 FORD MODEL A TUDOR  or closed 
cab pick up, doors 1 pair, but singles okay. Any 
condition considered. Phone 06 844 0464 or 027 
446 1986 email kimhunter22@xtra.co.nz

WANTED FOR 1926-30 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 350CC.  
Carburettor, dash panel, headlamp, carrier. For 1920 
Cleveland – 2 stroke single, engine/gearbox unit, 
saddle frame. For Penny Farthing bicycle – lamp that 
clamps around front axle. Beaded Wheels number 
1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13. Have spare number 4 to 
swap. Phone Chris Parker 09 638 8384.

WANTED TO BUY, ANY TECHNICAL INFORMATION  
on the Armstrong 3 speed motorcycle hub gear. 
Photocopies welcome. Phone 04 528 5589.   MEM

WANTED UNFINISHED INTERESTING RESTORATION,  
preferably a soft top coupe 20s – 30s. Will 
consider other suggestions. Not a heap of rusted 
metal.  Please phone 03 3026.120 or email 
mugfarmer1929@yahoo.co.nz.    MEM

PLEASE CHECK PARTS SHEDS FOR  1 only 25 
inch Firestone dual fitting ring shown as B in 
illustration. The Ring I need is second from right 
Contact: Barrie Grant, Waikato Branch VCC, 59 
Ayrshire Dr, Hamilton, Phone 07 846 5698, email 
grantbl@xtra.co.nz

PARTS WANTED.  Wtd  
2 off 32 x  4 Universal 
tyres. Large Simms Bosch 
4 cylinder magneto type 
HD. Information on where 
Ray Disher picked up a 
large 4 cylinder Wolseley 
engine with variable 
valve lift around 1980 

probably Levin or Marton area. 3 off side filling 
priming cups as per photo. King of the Road 794 
duplex rims glasses lower tank covers or any 
body interested in sharing costs to spin new ones. 
Phone/Fax 03 3834894 (before 9am or after 6pm)  
email   alanr@ihug.co.nz

HUMBER MANUALS WANTED  WSM127, WSM139. 
Humber handbooks IB398, IB435. Contact DW 
Roberton, 38 Bill Hercock St, Napier, phone 06 843 
5151, fax 06 843 5849

JAGUAR MK I 2.4 OR MK 7/8 AUTO  in tidy usable 
condition. Please phone Andrew 07 575 3819. MEM

JAGUAR REV COUNTER.  Anti clockwise rotating ie 
MK 7, MK I. Will buy or swap for clockwise rotating 
cable driven rev counter. Phone  Mike 07 886 8514

LUCAS CF1 12V  cutout and fuse box. Phone 09 
236 4506, 021 345 337 or email fiddlersgreen@
paradise.net.nz  MEM

LUCAS KING OF THE ROAD  Acetylene Headlamps. 
Need a nice matching pair for my Napier. Approx 
7 1/2 inches across mounting forks. Model No 986 
would be best but a pair of self generators would 
be fine. Contact Paul Hicks on 09 425 7015 or hicks.
family@xtra.co.nz    MEM

MODEL A PICKUP (HARDTOP).  Must be complete. 
Prefer WOF & Reg, don’t mind  little work to do. 
Phone Robert 04 905 0772 home or 04 298 4707 
work.

MODEL T ENGINE  in running (or close to) order 
required for Model T Fire Engine project. Also two 
Firestone 450/475x21” tyres in good condition. 
Kindly phone Peter McQuarters, Ashburton (03) 
307 2376, or email: aeromedia@xtra.co.nz.    MEM

OVERLAND 1912 PARTS WANTED.  Steering box & 
shaft, wheels, headlights, side lights, tail lights. 
Exhaust manifold, carby (Schebler) all other parts 
considered. Phone 027 202 5007 or 027 203 5007  MEM

WOLSELEY PARTS 
WANTED  offset gearbox 
& diff, flat chassis, 1½" 
chain, probably Levin/
Marton area, steering 
box as per photo. Early 
Wolseley motors or what 
have you. Single cylinder 
Siddeley or Wolseley 
parts, gearbox has large 

bell housing. Carburettor bowl top flat brass, 
tickler, copper overflow pipe, 94 mm dia 4 
holes 84 mm pcd or complete carb. Wolseley or 
Siddeley radiator about 1905 570mm wide. Ph/
Fax 03 3834894 (before 9am or after 6pm)  email   
alanr@ihug.co.nz

Was first published in 1973. 
All back issues are available. 

All vehicles featured are restored or in 
original condition. 

Events, How To’s and Australian 
motoring History are a specialty.

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 AUSTRALIA.
Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $69.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)
Aust $135.00 Air Mail
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SWAP MEETS &  R A L L I E S

VINTAGE CAR CLUB 
NATIONAL NORTH ISLAND 

EASTER RALLY
21-23 MARCH 2008 WAIKATO

WAIKATO BRANCH 

ARE PROUD TO 

HOST THE

 2008 NORTH ISLAND 

EASTER RALLY 

TO BE BASED AT 

TE RAPA RACECOURSE, 

HAMILTON

Our branch members extend a warm welcome to you all and would like to see you 
take the time to come and enjoy this event with us. 

• Excellent touring roads • Rally Day is Saturday

• Pre-rally tours available • Long and short rally routes 

• Social events during weekend • Suitable for Veterans and Motorcycles

• Sunday Public Car Show  • Optional Gymkhana on Sunday

Entry forms will be circulated to all branches and previous rally entrants early January. 

These will also be available by contacting 

Trish Rees, rally secretary, PO Box 924, Hamilton or email secretary email: nirallysecretary@xtra.co.nz. 

A list of accommodation will be available from your branch secretary. ENTRIES CLOSE 29 FEBRUARY 2008.

We look forward to meeting you and enjoying your company at this event.

Ashburton Branch Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand Inc

SWAP 
MEET
Saturday 3 May 2008

Held on the Club grounds, 86 Maronan Road,
Tinwald, Ashburton

Gates open 7.30am • No Dogs • Food available

Sites $15.00 (includes 1 person)
Public $5.00 

Children Free (with entry paying adult)

Site bookings/enquiries Rod Begbie Ph 03 308 4402 
C/o 24 Melcombe Street Ashburton 7700. 

rodmargbegbie@xtra.co.nz 

NORTHLAND
MOTOR CYCLE 

RALLY
17 MAY 2008
Entries Close 9th May 2008

NORTHLAND VINTAGE CAR CLUB

This event is open to all current 
financial members of the VCCNZ, or by 

invitation only.

Entry forms and more information 
from Peter 09-438-1392.

Email west-hill@clear.net.nz

invites you to participate in their
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BSA National Rally
Tatum Park, Levin

February 22-24 2008
Join BSA riders from around New Zealand

Contact the 
Rally Secretary

Phone: 04 973 7306
Email:

 robertc@amcom.co.nz
PO Box 33018 

Petone 5046

Visit www.britishdirt.co.nz
for news and information

NZBSA 
Motorcycle

Owners Club
30th Anniversary

Horowhenua Branch of VCC NZ inc.

ANNUAL
SWAP MEET & 

COLLECTABLES DAY
Saturday 15 March 2008

Levin A.P. & I Events Centre & Show Grounds
Opens 7am

Primarily attracting Vintage car buffs, but also attracts 
Hotrod, Classic, 4x4, Motorcycle & general collectables 

and parts.

Food & drink on site, Displays. Something for everyone.

Admission $5 per adult (children free). Stalls $10 per site 

Note: This year we have moved slightly. We are still at 
the Show Grounds but in a new area next to our new 
clubrooms. A large selection of parts will be available 

from our parts shed which opens at 10am.

Entry via the gate at the south end of Tiro Tiro Road

Enquires to Peter Nightingale 06 368 7160
pdsnight@ihug.co.nz
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PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

FREE If you are into any restoration of any type 
Cars – Bikes – Boat – Aircraft – Trucks – 
Farm Machinery – Industrial Airconditioning 
– Refrigeration – Boiler or most anything. 

You must order one of our NEW CATALOGUES NOW.

Marketed by PPC NZ Ltd
Phone 0800 42 82 82

NAVITE air equip

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels
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Gullery’s 
CLASSIC PANEL REPAIRS
Restoration of your automobile by a caring qualified panelbeater, 
with 25 years experience in Veteran, Vintage and Classic restoration

Will take on anything. No job too big or small. 

Phone Howard to discuss free quotation. 
23 Wallscourt Place, Normanby Taranaki

Mobile 
021 176 6240 
Bus 
06 272 8623
gullery@infogen.net.nz

Connecting 
enthusiasts and 
professionals 
around New 

Zealand.
Contact us 

today to list your 
business here.

South Island Distributors of

SWEPCO 
Lubrication Products

Contact us on:  
Ph 03 329 5130 or 027 349 0891 
Email: southernlubricationservices@xtra.co.nz

We stock a comprehensive range of Industrial and Automotive 
lubricants sourced from Texas and refined from the best Paraffinic 
base stocks available. Greases, Gearbox Oils, Speciality Lubricants, 
Engine Oils. Straight and Multi-grades available. 

Protect those hard to replace parts with SWEPCO lubricants.  
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Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

Flat tyres a problem?

True Blue Goo has 
no adverse affect on 

tubes and tyre rubber, 
from small bicycles to 

large tractor tyres
 Will go inside tube or 

tubeless tyres.

Contact
Christopher Gray
Graylees Motors
Ph 03 329 0846
A/h 03 329 7905

True Blue 
PUNCTURE GOO

True Blue 
PUNCTURE GOO

idle
Auckland  John Stokes

Motorcycles: We note with regret 
the death of motorcycle stalwart Bob 
Masters, Bob was best known for the 
1914 Clyno, a 1931 Rudge special and a G 
80 Matchless. Our sympathies to his family.
The branch motorcycle rally attracted 58 
entrants comprising four Vintage, 13 PV, 26 
PWV and 17 P60V. It is very much to the credit 
of the plotter Peter Alderdice and his helpers 
that they were able to do an almost overnight 
replot of the rally route to enable entrants 
to attend Bob Masters funeral. The shortened 
route took in some of the Waitakere area. The 
rally was won overall by Dave Mayhew on 
a 1956 Douglas Dragonfly. Six out of town 
branches were represented. Dave Allbon is 
in the process of restoring a 1951 Panther.
Gymnic: This year’s event at Dick Langridge’s 
Meadowbrook Farm was noted, not so much 
for the numbers present, but for the number 
and quality of restorations entered for judging. 
Gold awards went to Douglas Ormrod, 1952 
MG TD. Alven Bonney 1947 International KB 
3. Rex Leach, 1958 BSA Bantam, and new 
member Alec Wilson 1930 Ford Model A 
Cabriolet. Silver awards were taken by Eric 
Welch, 1958 Chev BelAir and Chris Clark 
1929 Sun motorcycle. Russell and Joycelyn 

McAlpine, 1964 Austin Healey Sprite. Tracey 
and Stephen Winterbottom, 1973 MG BGT and 
Jed Dormer 1955 Ariel 650 special all received 
bronze awards. Dick Langridge’s projects for 
the year have been the refurbishment of the 
1930 Phantom 2 Rolls Royce and the 1938 
LG 45 Lagonda, which were acquired from the 
Hec Walker estate. Leo Nightingale put in an 
appearance with a rare early 1950’s Hudson and 
Peter LeGros had the ex Brian Black Ford T 
speedster present. Chris North appeared with 
a 1926 Bullnose Morris roadster, a 1950s or 60s 
restoration. The gymkhana event was won by 
Graham and Muriel Gill in their MG Midget
New Members: We welcome Rodney and Zoe 
Alderson with a 1925 Dodge roadster and a 1935 
Morris 15/6 saloon, John Perich with a 1954 Ford 
ET6 Thames Truck, Alec and Daphne Wilson 
were mentioned in the gymnic paragraph. Max 
Reid has rejoined with a 1926 Ford T tourer 
and a 1974 Jensen Interceptor. HCCA/NZ 
stalwart David Porter has joined with a 1913 
Ford T tourer and a 1930 Model A town sedan. 
David Laybourne has come in with a 1960 
Chev series 60 truck and Christian Metz owns 
a 1938 Morris 14/6. Former Northland member 
Graham Morgan is still looking for a vehicle.
General: A highpoint of the year was the award 
of Honorary Life membership of the branch to 

Rex Leach’s BSA Bantam, Gold restoration award.Alven Bonney International, Gold restoration award.

Ged Dormer’s 1955 Ariel 650 special, bronze restoration 
award.

Tracey & Stephen Winterbottom’s 1973 MG BGT, 
Bronze restoration award.

Eric Welch 1958 Chev Bel Air, Silver restoration award.

Chris Clark’s 1929 Sun, Silver restoration award.
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Barry Robert. In his almost half century 
in the branch Barry has provided quiet 
effective counsel to several committees, 
fulfilled the bulletin editor and Beaded 
Wheels scribes jobs, master minded the 
restoration and ongoing maintenance of the 
Renault Charabanc, built the library into a 
tremendous and well-organised resource and 
undertaken and orchestrated many other 
jobs within the branch. By the time you 
read this we will have farewelled Paul and 
Carol Fussey after about 27 years member-
ship. They are moving to Cambridge and as 
a consequence the 1910 Austin project has 
been sold to Fielding area but a 1950’s 350cc 
Triumph 3TH has taken its place.

Bay of Plenty  Jack Hoven
Forty-two members turned up for a 

Working- Bee to prepare for the Swap-Meet 
which took place at our clubrooms in 
October; many hands make light work. 
Glorious weather helped to make this event 
enjoyable and successful. A good number of 
cars were on display and business was brisk

Our speaker for November was Ken 
Evans of the Sensible Sentencing Trust. 
He gave an excellent talk on the need for 
changes to our legal system. 

Our Mid-Week Run took us to the Java 
Thoroughbred Stud in Matamata, mares, 
foals and yearlings were paraded and an 
informative talk was given about the world-
wide breeding bank, a multi-million dollar 
business.

Our Christmas celebration was well 
attended with sumptuous dishes supplied by 
members, ham off the bone and chickens 
supplied by our branch during glorious 
weather. Putting up gazebos always provides 

amusing entertainment for onlookers but 
thanks to help from experts they all went 
up.

Over 30 cars turned up for our November 
Garage Raid. “The sheds in Te Puke are 
alive with the sound of lathes and grinders.” 
First we visited Te Puke Machinists to watch 
work in progress on Vintage engines and 
aluminium welding. Next, Ray Nitschke’s 
impressive collection of motorbikes, 
followed by a large collection of tractors and 
a steamroller. At Paul Indoe’s place we were 
shown a 1920s Buick under restoration. The 
lunch stop was at Martin Carey’s. Martin 
is restoring a 1930 Rolls-Royce, requiring 
a new body. Martin’s 1923 Studebaker 
“Hill-Billy” truck was driven by Clive Taylor 
and attracted a lot of attention. Another 
collection of motorbikes in Te Matai Road 
followed by the finish and BBQ at Bruce 
Hutchinson’s place. Bruce is restoring a 
1913 Daimler, ably assisted by Bill Janes.

Canterbury  Tony Becker
Christmas “do’s” dominated the end of 

year as usual and with just a couple of minor 
exceptions, everything went smoothly. Last 
two months of 2007 included the Annual 
Homestead Run, well organised by Graeme 
and Julie Sword, plus family and helpers. 
Club Captain Graeme toured us to three 
top properties in the Swannanoa/Ohoka 
district, providing a quality day, for about 
400 members including their families.

The Annual Show Weekend Tour rallied 
30 vehicles on a deceptively lengthy route 
to Ashburton. The weekend’s focus was on 
Mid Canterbury where there is much more 
variety than is apparent on a typical ‘pass-
through’ of that district. 

Also in November, the 9-90s Group 
gathered at Leithfield Hotel for the first of 
the branch’s sub-group Christmas functions. 
Shade was popular in the sunny beer garden 
where Christmas dinner was served to 
52 members. Immediately before, we had 
visited Jan and Ron Johnson’s beautiful 
Ashley property, enjoying a peek at their 
VCC vehicles and a wander through their 
pretty garden. Jan and her daughter laid 
on Devonshire morning-tea of fresh home-
baked scones, laden with jam and cream.

Busy November was also time for Joe and 
Kaye Grose to put on our Annual Veteran 
Rally. 25 historic vehicles drove to West 
Eyreton for the picnic and happy social 
activity. 

A large turnout for the Annual Girder 
Fork Rally to Akaroa this year too we hear; 
some of those involved again helping out 
with the Annual Children’s Santa Picnic. 
The date of this event was shifted to avoid 
clashing with Christchurch’s Santa Parade, 
though this didn’t lift the fall in numbers 
evident this year.

Just the previous evening was the Annual 
Night Trial and Social, both events being 
held at Cutler Park. Boxing Day Picnic 
crowd was rained out for many after the 
sweltering 30+ Christmas Day; however, a 
few hardy souls still had their day! 

A hundred or so mostly VCC vehicles 
collected their instructions from Colin 
and Jenny Hey, whose charity “All British 
Day” left Cutler Park one sunny November 
morning. The ‘spit ‘n’ polish reflected the 
prep for this annual event for which prizes 
are awarded. 

idletorque

Russell and Joycelyn McAlpine’s 1964 Austin 
Healy Sprite. Bronze award

MG TD ToolkitDouglas Ormrod’s 1952 MG TD, gold restoration award.
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Eastern Bay of Plenty   Elaine Proffit
Several of our members have been doing 

a bit of tripping around of late. Some went 
to swap meets in Manfield, Cambridge and 
Tauranga. An Austin rally in Whangarei 
was the destination of Captain John Sisson 
and wife Sylvia while several others have 
attended rallies in the Waikato, one of 
which was the TTT rally where members 
Steve and Joy Growden won the Post 
War section. At the commercial rally in 
Matamata, Allan Stewart won first place in 
his class with his Stewart truck. So a little 
bit of success coming our way. Well done to 
all. George and Maureen Bond organised a 
four-day tour over to the west coast which 
saw 10 cars leave on the Friday and a 
great trip with one-night stays in Kawhia, 
Mokau and Taumarunui and home on the 
Monday. There were several stops at points 
of interest along the way and included a 
river cruise on the restored 1919 cream boat 
on the Mokau River. At the November 
club night, Chairman Peter Worrall gave 
a very interesting talk on a recent visit to 
the USA that included visits to a number 
of car collections and museums. Our year 
finished off with the Chairman’s Christmas 
Run which this year took the form of a 
gymkhana and was followed by afternoon 
tea/chat and potluck dinner. A 25-year 
badge was presented to Allan Stewart and a 
35-year badge to Bevan Westley.

It was a very sad end to our year with 
the passing of long time, respected and 
enthusiastic member George Bond on 23 
December after a short illness. George will 
be remembered fondly for his organisation 
of trips away and the many members he has 
willingly helped with car problems over the 
years.

Far North  Dave Duirs
Summer in the Real Far North has truly 

turned it on for our tourists with sunny days 
and good fishing. Good rain earlier has 
made the farmers happy and the country-
side is looking great.

The Far North Tour, organised by the 
Northland branch brought 80 plus vehicles 
our way and once again our Far North 
members knuckled down to host and feed 
our visitors.

A great team of willing members assisted 
with catering and vehicle control for the 
annual Matthews Vintage Collection Live 
Day which is now a regular calendar event 
up here...........a great credit to Lyn & Win 
Matthews and a must if you are visiting this 
way.

Murray and June Baird organised a great 
tour and events challenge for the Dunny 
Run which is competed for by the two 
northern branches. Peter & Merril Harris 
were the individual high scorers and the 

wooden dunny seat trophy went to the Far 
North team.

Win and Lyn Matthews hosted something 
different for the Christmas run. After a 
picnic lunch at the clubrooms, a muster of 
small watercraft, including an oyster barge, 
plied the river on their farm with appro-
priate commentaries on local history. Some 
ran out of gas, some hit sand banks and 
others went up the wrong creek! A great 
day ended with a typical Far North potluck 
Christmas feast. Santa Rosco and angel 
Raewyn distributed gifts to those brave 
enough to sit on his knee!

Thus ended 2007. Many thanks to 
members who have contributed during the 
year and may 2008 be kind to you all. 

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
It is with sadness that I record the death 

of Ivan English, a member of the branch 
for over 35 years. Ivan first rallied a 1929 
Austin 7, part-owned by his wife Ida, while 
restoring a 1924 Overland Tourer which, 
when completed, was rallied often. Later a 
1930 Chevrolet was purchased and restored 
and this vehicle took the family thousands 
of miles from one end of the country to 
the other. Ivan served on the committee 
in many roles, and was responsible for 
building the extension to our parts shed as 
our clubrooms. He had been in ill health 
for some time, and passed away in late 
October. A large attendance of members at 
his funeral testified the esteem in which he 
was held.

Our recent club nights have been inter-
esting affairs: A guest speaker giving us a 
talk on his trip as a geologist to Antarctica 
a few years ago: A farewell for the caretakers 
of the A&P Showgrounds (from who we 
rent land for our clubrooms) who were 
always willing and helpful to the branch 
when required: A talk by Peter Anderson 
on his trip with a group of motorcyclists 
who travelled from Perth, via the Gun 

Barrel Highway, to Alice Springs and then 
back down to Melbourne on hired 250ccc 
Yamahas.

Club runs have included the Russell 
Wilcox Memorial Trophy and the Club 
Captain’s Wing Ding. Three members also 
attended the New Year’s Eve parade at 
Tolaga Bay.

The Big Shake just before Christmas 
caused problems in some member’s homes, 
but as far as I am aware no vehicles were 
damaged.

Since starting this article we have learned 
of the sudden passing of North Island Club 
Captain Rob Knight; our sympathies go out 
to Pat and family. Rob will be especially 
remembered by those who took part in the 
tour from the West Coast to the East Coast 
prior to our Easter Rally and were treated 
to some interesting roads into the back 
blocks of the North Island. He will be sadly 
missed.

Gore   Raewyn Dodds
We ended the 2007 year with another 

very successful hill climb on the old 
Josephville Hill road. It has now become 
our very own piece of tar seal, thanks to 
the ongoing support of the Vintage savvy 
owners of this gem. This year we had 16 
competitors who once again enjoyed perfect, 
sunny weather. The 16 cars varied from the 
oldest, a 1929 Ford Model A owned and 
driven by Gore member John Tremaine up 
to a 1977 BMW owned and driven by Jim 
McFadzien, also a Gore member. In between 
we had two Formula Fords from Invercargill, 
a couple of Austin Healeys, a Jag Mk 2, A 
Sunbeam Rapier and a Singer Gazelle from 
the 60s, a Triumph TR2, an Alfa Romeo 
and a 1967 Anglia. The drivers came from 
Southland, Otago, South Otago, Gore and 
one from Matuku. Most cars improved their 
times as the day progressed with Noel Atley 
in his 1965 Begg FF putting in a fastest 
time of the day of 25.46.0. It was great to 

Above: All pics from All British Day. Branch 
stalwarts include: Left-Ross Butler, Branch 
Secretary, next to him is Alister McKenzie, Eric 
Matson, Derek Meynall, Grahame Meynall and 
Ken Whitaker. 

Top right and  right: The Annual Canterbury 
Branch Homestead Run 2007.
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once again have the help of the Eastern 
Southland Sports Car Club and their timing 
gear which enabled us to be very quick with 
times. Roll on next November.

Already our year is busy with the Festival 
Rally on 23 February ready to roll. Murray 
Proctor and Gerry Kennedy have spent 
numerous hours making sure the day will 
run smoothly for both local members and 
visiting members alike. Perfect weather is 
99% guaranteed, of course.

March 9 is our Frank Robson Trophy 
Run for Vintage and Veteran Cars. With 
fewer Veteran and Vintage cars being 
motored in the Gore area we enjoy neigh-
bouring clubs joining in on what is always 
a pleasant Sunday afternoon drive to one 
of the late Frank Robsons’ watering holes, 
usually the Royal Hotel, Waikaka where we 
can enjoy afternoon tea, a drink and a good 
old natter. We also send the ‘other’ vehicles 
on a slightly longer run with the same desti-
nation. 

Happy motoring.

Hawke’s Bay  Mark Jenkinson
The Branch’s Homestead Run is tradition-

ally our biggest event of the year except Art 
Deco and this year was no exception. 124 
vehicles met at the former Dr. Ballantyne’s 
residence “Stoneycroft” on Omahu Road 
for 10am start. From Stoneycroft it was a 
short run to the Corbin families Ngatarawa 
Winery where we were treated with a very 
nice Marlborough Chardonnay and the 
history of the stables based winery.

From Ngatarawa we motored on 
SH50 to the largest wooden building in 

the southern hemisphere, this being the 
woolshed of the original Station, covering 
nearly 90,000 acres. From there we visited 
the Logan Family’s “The Cottage” which 
was the former farm residence of Sir Donald 
McLean a Napier businessman who had 
owned the vast farm in days gone by.

Lunch was at the Gwavas Homestead 
further along SH50 where the partici-
pants enjoyed parking and dining amongst 
the extensive plantings. A talk on the 
Homestead and its gardens followed and 
then were able to walk the many pathways 
through both exotic and native flowers trees 
and shrubs.

The annual Veteran rally had been 
conducted the day before with 20 entries 
including Wayne Richards recently 
completed Model T.

The Branch had its annual Art Deco 
Sales day and a hat-making workshop for 
the ladies and the year concluded with 
the Branch Picnic on 8 December and the 
December Mystery Auction Club meeting. 
The Wednesday runs and Friday “Derek’s 
Kitchens” have been steadily supported and 
the Branch’s attention is now firmly focused 
on February’s Art Deco weekend which 
for 2008 has been limited to 330 entries. 
Parking and the time taken to get the tradi-
tional car parade through the central city 
have resulted in the limits being applied by 
the Art Deco Trust which has the overall 
control of the annual event.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Thursday 20 December. I have just 

sat down to do our Idle Torque notes 

and received the shattering news that 
Rob Knight has died. Our sympathy and 
thoughts go to Pat and the family at this 
moment and it seems hard to believe. Shona 
and I have been away to the Bendigo swap 
meet and beyond for a month and were not 
present when Rob officially opened our new 
clubrooms so I will pass on the reporting of 
the torque notes to Tom Hayes. Rob will 
be very much missed by many of us and his 
ability to organize and plan great trips was a 
unique quality he had. Thank-you Rob.

At long last it was official. Saturday 
10 November saw a very good turnout for 
the official opening of the Horowhenua 
Branch’s new clubrooms.

The keynote was informality with a few 
refreshments. The library and parts shed 
were open. Members and guests were able 
to enjoy the clubrooms in their entirety and 
reminisce.

Preliminary groundwork was completed 
in Nov-Dec 2006 and the floor was poured 
January 2007. We (the building committee) 
had indicated a time frame of five months 
to complete the shell to the lock up stage. 
We are proud to say that we achieved that 
target. Plus now completing the finishing of 
the rooms with a sealed car park, entrance, 
ornamental fence and gates and all were all 
completed within budget.

After a hearty meal prepared by Peter 
Hull and his helpers there were some 
short speeches, Peter Hull as chairman, 
Tom Hayes as chairman of the building 
committee and Dave Colling our Deputy 
Mayor. The official opening was performed 
by the VCC North Island Club Captain, 

idletorque

Gore: Top left: Trevor Timms, Dunedin, 1932 
Singer 9.
Above: Noel Atley 1965 Begg FF.
Right: 2008 Pit lane.

2008 Hill climb, D Simmons, 1958 Morris Isis.
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Rob Knight. I must mention that Rob 
was a local member before moving to the 
Manawatu in the 70s. It is sad to think of 
losing such a hard working and involved 
person, he will be greatly missed and all our 
thoughts are with you Pat.

Club Captain Fred Foothead reports that 
the Tararua Trundle was well attended and 
entrants drove out of the district this year 
into the Manawatu in the morning then 
back to our clubrooms for lunch and prize-
giving. The overall trophy, the Sim Cup, 
was won by Jeff Fox. Christmas dinner was 
at the clubrooms and a great meal for over 
80 was cooked by Margaret Ransom, Jan 
McDonald and their helpers. The clubrooms 
now provide a great venue for a relaxed and 
social evening. We will all look forward to 
many informal gatherings in the future. 
Congratulation to Sandra Lawn who has 
passed all her nursing exams and at our loss 
will be going to Nelson. I am sure it won’t 
be long before she is actively involved there. 
See you at our Swap Meet on 15 March.

Manawatu  Brian McPherson
Everyone must have enjoyed the festive 

season and have forgotten to give me any 
info for this report!

I believe club members entered vehicles 
in both Palmerston North and Feilding 
Christmas parades, with Feilding having 
the most entrants and being fortunate to 
avoid passing showers.

The annual Veteran Rally went well 
with only one vehicle needing a little help 
to negotiate a steeper hill. It was fun to 
see these vehicles, including one bike, 
set out on their day’s outing. Our Branch 
Christmas Party this year was very relaxed, 

starting with drinks and yarns in the sun 
on our veranda. Most people were dressed 
in period clothing to match the age of their 
vehicle. As the sun went behind the neigh-
bour’s trees we drifted indoors to enjoy our 
meal. Father Christmas helpers gave out 
small gifts to everyone and Don Haynes cut 
the Christmas cake.

On 20 December we held a Special 
General Meeting to discuss and pass Capital 
and Maintenance work on our Clubroom 
and grounds. Unfortunately we were also 
advised of the sudden death of Rob Knight 
that afternoon. As a well-known member 
of the VCC both in New Zealand and 
overseas he had a large funeral even though 
it was Christmas Eve.

New Year’s Day Picnic Run started from 
Mt Stewart with 14 vehicles ranging from 
Veteran to P60 motoring the long way to 
Mt Lees Bush reserve. Lunch and cool 
drinks were enjoyed in a warm sheltered 
area, followed by a snooze, or for most of us 
a walk thru the shady bush to enjoy the area 
and to watch the tuis and bellbirds. Our 
next Raphine Ramble is fast approaching 
and promises to be interesting with some 
off road motoring.

Nelson  Pat Kennedy
Firstly we were very saddened to hear of 

the sudden passing of Rob Knight and our 
condolences go out to his wife and family.

Our branch events have been well 
patronized. The Club’s DVD player has been 
put to good use and the annual Christmas 
Lights Tour of the best lit houses in and 
around Nelson, Stoke and Richmond areas 
was as popular as ever. 

The most exciting event to have been 
run by the Nelson Branch was the ‘Happy 
Valley Trials’. John Ballie in his A7 Special 
was the overall winner with Geoff Owen 
close behind in his Ford 10 Special. You 
may have read in Beaded Wheels No. 289 
the report from Banks Peninsula on the 
Balcairn Trial, with reference to a Trojan 
being on a par with Gavin Bain’s dear old 
Caddy. Well you would have been amazed, 
as we all were, at its performance on the hill 
section whilst being driven by its illustrious 
owner Dr John Mills, plus it was the only 
vehicle to complete the task at hand. The 
rest of the Trojan’s performance on the day 
wasn’t too dishonourable either, finishing 
fifth overall in a field of 18, dominated 
by nine Austin Seven Specials. Unknown 
to many, John Mills Trojan has had a few 
outings in various Trials notably Vintage 
Sports Car Clubs Welsh Trial 1962 and the 
Trojan Owner’s Club event where it won 
Third Class Award to back up it’s pedigree.  

Our final outing to Wai-iti Domain to 
meet Santa at the Annual Christmas Picnic 
exceeded all expectations and a great 
day was had by young and old alike. The 
National Veteran Rally is all but about 
to happen with approximate 80 entries, 
also the Branch’s Golden Bay Tour after 
the National South Island Easter Rally 
is something well worth considering and 
participating in.

Can I take this opportunity to wish all 
our fellow motoring enthusiasts and a very 
happy New Year and may you travel many 
miles.

idletorque

Above: The new clubrooms. Top right: Mike Khull presenting a photographic bound album of the building 
of the clubrooms to Horowhenua Branch Chairman Peter Hull.

Rob Knight officially opening the Horowhenua 
Branch Clubrooms
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Northland  Terry Lambess
28 October our club members travelled 

north to meet the Whangarei Classic and 
Sports Car Club for a look at some car 
collections then have a picnic lunch at the 
Landing Restaurant. They allowed those 
who wished, to lunch on their grassed area 
and picnic tables and this was most appre-
ciated by all. Cars ranged from a 1924 
Vauxhall two-seater a huge car, a 1925 3 
litre Bentley, several Rolls-Royces plus an 
excellent selection of all Classics through 
the years. Our club even had three Triumph 
Heralds on the road together and one even 
had the audacity to park between two Rolls-
Royces. (Where will it end!) After lunch 
many travelled on to Waipapa to visit a 
llama farm. All in all a lovely spring run 
enjoyed by all participants. Club activity 
is now focused on organising the Far 
North tour. Eight members have travelled 
to Aussie to take part in the rally West 
Albany to Perth and hopefully will have a 
great story to tell on their return.

Saturday 17 November, Whangarei 
members travelled to Kawakawa to meet 
the Far North members to compete on the 
Dunny Run. This Annual event is hotly 
contested between the two clubs. The day 
was warm and sunny (at last summer is 
on the way). Twenty-eight cars lined-up 
for the start, all the convertibles had their 
hoods down and stayed that way all day. 
The run started on a metal road though the 
Opua Forest then through Paihia, past the 
Treaty Grounds then on to Haruru Falls to 
Puketona Junction, then south to Moerewa 
down Turntable Hill then another back 
road to Kaikohe where our lunch stop 
was at the Kaikohe Showgrounds. The 
afternoon was a gymkhana event to decide 
the winning team and once again, despite 
our best efforts, the Far North team won. 
The winners were Peter and Merrill Harris. 
A great day enjoyed by all maybe we will 
win next year.

North Otago  Kathleen Perry
November and December 2007 were 

busy months in the North Otago Branch 
with lots of different motoring events.

Our yearly catering, organized by Beryl 
Aker, for the local Woodturners’ Spin 
Around netted a handsome profit for the 
branch and was enjoyed by the members 
who participated.

A small number of vehicles took part 
in the Heritage Parade which was part 
of Oamaru’s Annual Victorian Heritage 
Celebrations. A week later nine vehicles 
transported a group of New Zealand Toyota 
Dealers and their wives/partners to Burnside 
for a High Tea and then members travelled 
to John and Liz Chynoweth’s home for a 
barbeque tea. The next day the first part of 
our Jack Crump Trial was held.

As our annual Windsor Rally always 
clashes with the Santa Parade, partici-
pants this year were given the option of 
taking part in the parade as well as the 
rally. Having three routes made navigating 
interesting for some. Lunch and Field tests 
were held at the show grounds after which 
participants took part in a run to visit 
points of interest in the town.

At the show grounds the 1900 Dennison 
took interested participants for rides. This 
car is a replica of the one built by Fred 
Dennison which motored from Christchurch 
to Oamaru in 1900. It was destroyed by fire 
on its return journey to Christchurch. The 
replica was built for a re-enactment run 
in 2000 by a group of enthusiasts most of 
whom are VCC members.

Prize giving and a barbecue tea 
concluded the Windsor Rally events. The 
AA Trophy for the overall winner was 
presented to Gary Young of Dunedin, who 
drove a 1917 Ford T. The Woods Trophy 
was presented to Nevin Gough of Dunedin, 
who drove a 1918 Ford T Van, and the 
cup for the longest distance driven to the 

rally was presented to Graeme Shaskey 
of Christchurch, who drove a 1920 Essex 
Pikes Peak.

North Shore  Ray Urbahn
In November, a good turnout of members 

assembled to participate in a garage raid 
organised by Peter Lloyd. Included amongst 
the vehicles were two recent acquisitions, 
the first, Brian and Gayleen Cullen’s 
magnificent 1962 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz 
convertible boasting some 325hp to power 
the 5.7 metre body and secondly a gleaming 
maroon 1947 Triumph 1800 Roadster (à la 
Bergerac TV fame) belonging to Richard 
and Lois Hadfield.

A few simple instructions led to Dick and 
Rachel Andrews home in Torbay to view 
three Nash Metropolitans, a restored 1959 
Convertible, a 1958 Hardtop and a 1958 
Hardtop (for future attention), a recently 
completed 1963 Fiat Bambina 500D (with 
a 650 twin cylinder engine), a 1927 Essex 
Super Six boattail roadster being refurbished, 
a 1968 Austin Cambridge station wagon 
(another future job) and the pièce de résist-
ance a 1959 Austin Healy 3000 sports car.
Next on the run was the Dairy Flat property 
of Neville and Val Gregory to marvel at 
Neville’s incredibly tidy workshop which 
housed his 1932 Humber Snipe 3½ Litre 
Tourer under restoration, a 1933 Humber 
Snipe Sedan and a 1950 Jaguar 3.5 litre 
Mark V saloon both to receive his expert 

North Otago Branch: John Rush driver and Wilson 
Spite (North Otago Branch Patron).

Keith Perry and Colin Pearce in 1900 Dennison, 
Windsor Rally 2007.

Chrysler weekend in Oamaru. Lyn Neill, Diane 
Ross, Kathleen Perry. Photo Stuart Neill.

Dunny Run Trophy changing wands.
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touch “one day”. We were also treated to a 
delicious afternoon tea.

We next assembled at the Subritsky 
aircraft restoration hangers also in Dairy 
Flat to see a number of classic aircraft in 
various stages of restoration. These included 
a Hawker Hind day bomber, a Spitfire Mark 
16, an Airspeed Oxford (one of five left in 
the world), a Meteor jet fighter, a Vickers 
Vincent torpedo bomber (probably the only 
one left) and a Wasp helicopter.

The last call of the day was to Peter 
and Heather Lloyd’s to see the restored 
1949 Ferguson tractor, a Morris 1000 van, 
and the much travelled 1946 Mercury and 
1965 MK3 Zodiac sedans. To cap off a most 
enjoyable outing, they then provided us 
with a convivial barbeque.

The calendar event for December was 
the annual Swap meet which, combined 
with a mini car show, attracted a big crowd 
of sellers and buyers. Later in the month 
Santa turned up at our Christmas party 
where we were joined by members of a local 
Hot Rod, Jaguar, Morris and Humber Clubs 
to enjoy a gymkhana and barbeque.

Southland  Paul Rodmell
With the New Year and better weather, 

we’re all looking forward to the new rally 
season.

At the December meeting, members 
and friends met at the Richardson Truck 
Museum for an hour or so viewing the vast 
impressive collection of trucks before going 
to the Clubrooms for the normal Christmas 
meeting. Even though most of us have seen 
the collection, there is always something 
new and interesting to see each time we 
visit it.

Recent club meetings have a focus on 
a vehicle or vehicles with their owners 
talking about them.

The honour of being the first in recent 
times was Graeme Williams giving an 
interesting and informative talk about his 
impressive collection of Henderson and 
Indian motorcycles. 

Dale Simmonds and his Victoria moped 
featured in October, while David McIvor 
and his De Dion car featured in November. 
While it is too soon to say whether these 
talks help attract more members to the 
meetings, it certainly make the meetings 
more interesting.

It was nice to see the Club Darracq back 
rallying on the November Commercial 
Rally after the repairs to the gearbox. In 
all eight vehicles turned out, travelling to 
Forest Hill for field tests and afternoon tea. 

There was a nice turnout of vehicles 
for the local Heritage Day in November. 
The theme for this day was WWII era. 
This was a very pleasant run to the venue 
and the day was extremely interesting with 

wonderful exhibits and entertainment from 
the era. We were all encouraged to dress in 
period costume and the writer and his wife 
won the dressing up competition.

About 50 vehicles took part in the final 
mid-week run travelling to Ian and Shona 
Kidd’s, as usual, for a lovely run and a very 
satisfying Christmas picnic meal in lovely 
weather. It was nice to see so many happy 
convivial people enjoying themselves.

South Otago  Glenice Smith
On the first weekend of November three 

club members who own Rovers joined 
the Otago Rover Club and went down 
through the Catlins to Bluff, than back 
to Invercargill to stay the night, where we 
had a lovely meal and Mel Tapp won the 
raffle. On the Sunday morning we went 
to the Richardson Truck Museum which 
was very interesting, then onto Delamore 
Park for lunch then into Tapanui–from 
there everyone went on their own way 
home. The club also had their 36th Annual 
Rally. It was a great day. To any members 
who went to the Taieri Tour, the Lawrence 
Country Day and the West Otago Show 
day we hope you all had an enjoyable time. 
The South Otago Show was a success with 
the club having a display of cars and motor-
bikes. Some of the cars were used in taking 
the Show Queens to and from the event. 
Thanks to all who were involved. The 
Milton Show was also held with a good 
number of cars attending. On a fine day 
the Christmas Run was held with a good 
turn out of 15 cars going. Leaving the 
clubrooms they went up through Clydevale, 
Popatonowa and back to Naish Park in 
Balclutha for afternoon tea. Thank you 
to Allison and Wally Ollerenshaw for 
organising another good Christmas Run. 
Congratulations to club member Ian Clark 
for owning his 1957 Rover 90 for 50 years. 
It is a great achievement. A plaque was 
presented to Ian from the Otago Rover 
Club at the Milton A&P Show. I hope 
everyone had a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and you are getting ready 
for all the upcoming events in the New 
Year.

South Waikato  John Lee
After all of the organising and planning 

for our TTT Rally by Peter Smit and his 
crew the day finally arrived with perfect 
weather.

Twenty-eight cars lined up for the start 
with the first away at 10am and the rest at 
one-minute intervals. After being directed 
around part of the town we were out in 
the countryside heading south for the hills. 
Leaving the open country on the Kinleith 
site we ventured into the forestry area, 

looking at all times for silent checks and 
answering questions.

The roads were typical forestry with 
smooth and mostly good surfaces although 
quite dusty at times. Some of the views of 
the surrounding country of the Mangakino 
area and the mountains were superb. The 
rally route covered approximately 65 miles 
and finished at the local primary school 
hall at Lichfield.
RESULTS
Vintage 
Mike Mathis 1919 Essex
Vintage  
Peter Fromich 1931 Model A Pickup
Post Vintage
1 Des & Angie Brunton 1937 Morris 8
2 Chris Railton
Post War
1 Steve & Joy Growdon 1951 LIP Vauxhall
2 Doug & Bev Grant 1954 Austin A40
Post 60s
 Bryan Robinson 1965 Zephyr
2 Cliff & Shona Wickham 1963 Ford Anglia
Overall Winner 
Brian Robinson 1965 Zephyr

Taranaki  Colin Johnston
February is a very busy month here in 

Taranaki with a visit in early February 
of the Ford Model T club with over forty 
Model T vehicles entered, also later in 
February with the Sunbeam Motor Car 
Club paying a visit. Then there is the great 
Americana Rally with over 800 American 
cars entered for this annual event based 
in New Plymouth. This was a huge success 
when it was held last year and many of the 
overseas visitors have registered to attend 
again this year. A huge motor show will be 
the highlight of this five day event.

 Nine Taranaki motorcycle enthusiasts 
entered the Waiarapa Gold Medal Trial 
at Carterton and helped boost the entry 
number to the largest ever.

The annual Potters Paddock Gymkhana 
was held in early December with 19 
entries. This event was organised by Club 
Captain, John Muter. Cars and drivers were 
put through their paces and the winner 
was Pam Chadwick driving a Bradford. 
Madeline Potter presented the trophy.

Member Max Rutherford was one of 
190 attending the 50th Annual November 
Rally held at Wellington. Eight of the 
entries included cars that were driven 
in the first rally 50 years ago. Max was 
awarded the Lester Trophy for the longest 
distance travelled.

Ron Mundell entertained us at the 
November club night with old 8mm film 
footage, transferred to DVD,  that he had 
taken in the early 70s.  They showed the old 
Post Office Clock tower being demolished 
and the big floods that flowed through 
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Devon Street in New Plymouth. Because 
the Council has since undertaken massive 
repair work it is unlikely that this event 
would be able to happen again. It was good 
to be able to see the devastation that the 
floods caused on the big screen.

Taupo  Jack Hindess
We had a bottle auction at our October 

meeting. The idea is to wrap your bottle 
in brown paper to disguise its contents. 
Ray Harwood was the auctioneer and he 
encouraged the bidding resulting in some 
laughs and surprises when the wrapping 
was removed. The club benefited by nearly 
$100. Following the auction one of our 
members, Murray Black gave us an informa-
tive talk on his involvement with the Taupo 
Country Council and Waikato Regional 
Council. Murray has served both authori-
ties as chairman and was honoured with 
the QSO in 1989 for community service. 
Our club run in October was a social event 
in combination with the South Waikato 
and Rotorua Branches. We all met up at the 
Pukeko and Bull at Atiamuri, which was 
reasonably central for all three branches. 
The run took us through the rural areas 
of Whakaramaru, Mokai and Tironhanga. 
Bruce Waterworth, who lives in this area, 
organised the day that took us through 
these rural areas that we do not visit very 
often. The non-competitive nature of 
the run appealed to all participants who 
enjoyed the scenery without the need to 
answer questions.

In November Marty Sutherland enter-
tained us at our monthly meeting on some 
of his experiences as a policemen and a few 
days later took us on a town and around 
run finishing up at the Wairakei Natural 
Thermal Valley resort. It was a fun run 
with cryptic clues requiring some lateral 
thinking to get the correct answers. There 
were also some general knowledge questions 
which tested our mettle.

Good progress is being made on our 
building extension and kitchen refurbish-
ment. We hope to have it completed in 
the New Year when the clubrooms are not 
in use.

Waikato    Jeremy Brook
Our branch celebrates its fiftieth year 

in 2008. Our meeting, to be held on 13 
February 2008, will be exactly 50 years 
to the day after a meeting was held in 
Hamilton to see if there was enough interest 
to form a club. We have come a long way 
since!

We have a series of events planned to 
celebrate this Golden Anniversary year, 
including hosting the North Island Easter 
Rally on 21-23 March 2008 (have you 
booked?), our annual Double Fifty on 1 June 

and the formal Anniversary Dine and Dance 
to be held on 8 November. Past members of 
the club who wish to attend any of these 
events should contact our club secretary, 
Bob Hayton on Hayton.rj@xtra.co.nz.

We have been sprucing up the interior of 
the clubrooms and should be looking very 
spic and span for the celebratory year.

In the meantime, the club continues to 
provide interesting club nights. In October 
over 75 members came to listen to Wallace 
McNair and Anne Thomson. They amazed 
us with their intrepid tales driving their 
Vintage Delage in the Peking to Paris Rally 
this year. 

The December meeting was well 
attended, with the branch awarding long 
service membership badges to the following 
people: 

25 Year badges: Don Norman (formerly 
Northland Branch), Hugh Anderson, 
Norman Cook (formerly Horowhenua 
Branch), Lynne McGaughey, Alan 

Blackwood, Theo de Leeuw (formerly 
Wellington Branch) and Bill Troughton.

Other qualifying members not able 
to attend were: Stewart Broomhall, John 
Paynter, Harold & Iris Storey and Robert 
Dunn. Sadly, Keith Vachre who was also 
due to be recognised, passed away only in 
the previous week.

35 Year badges: Bob Blackwood, Robert 
Johnson (formerly Canterbury Branch), Ray 
Officer and Murray McKie. Vern Talbot 
also qualified for this badge, but was unable 
to attend on the evening. 

I wish everyone a Happy New Year and 
enjoyable summer motoring.

Waitemata   John King
Being a smallish Branch, Waitemata 

doesn’t have a huge number of events, and 
it certainly doesn’t have different sections 
such as motorcycles and commercials to 
keep separate factions occupied. But 
Waitemata does tend to concentrate on 

idletorque

Sharp MG: The father-and-son team of Don and Steve Sharp properly conducts the rope circle. 
Photo John King

Cranch Lotus: Judith Cranch directs a blindfolded 
Ivan in the Lotus Mk 6. Photo John King

Humphreys Daimler: Keith Humphreys knows where 
the corners of his Daimler SP250 are and has just 
proved it to the detriment of a yoghurt carton. 
Photo John King
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Wanganui: Bill James receiving Motorcycle 
Restoration of year Trophy from Ed Boyd, 
Wanganui Chairman

the sporting and epicurean side of Vintage 
motoring, and the most common event is a 
Drive & Dine.

Branch Chairman Martin Cooper has 
instigated a variation on such outings, 
although the quality of the food depends 
entirely on the state of individuals’ larders. 
As a sort of Dine & Drive he organises a 
self-catering picnic and gymkhana, held 
in late November when, so the theory 
goes, the weather has sorted itself out and 
members can indulge in a gentle after-
noon’s sport.

True to form, the previous day had the 
usual wild spring weather, but Sunday was 
beautifully fine and the chosen spot, a farm 
in the Matua Valley just out of Huapai, 
was well sheltered by trees in addition to 
being almost unbearably picturesque. Tests 
were laid out in a couple of gently rolling 
paddocks, most of them involving some 
sort of gentle skill such as knowing where 
the left-hand front wheel is, or how well a 
navigator can direct a blindfolded driver.

For the hoons, though, a swooping 
figure-of-eight track with extra twirly 
bits had been mown in longish grass and 
flowers, with a variety of sharp bends to 
test steering lock and understeer in both 
directions. It was all great fun, very relaxed 
and hugely enjoyed by the small numbers 
present, and Martin even managed to come 
up with results. Overall winner for the 
day was Don Sharp in his MG Midget, 
with Keith (Leadfoot) Martin second in 
the family Austin 7 special.

May 2008 continue to bring Vintage 
motoring fine weather and a lack of bureau-
cratic interference. We are lucky in this 
country, but we must remain ever vigilant.

Wanganui Fay Chamberlain
What an amazing line-up for Restoration 

of the Year!
Ever possible category was there, from 

an Austin 1936 Hearse to an electric car, 
motorcycles (from Mopeds upwards), and 
even a restored Campervan! Such a variety 
has not been seen before and made voting 
very difficult (and close!) The standard was 
very high, and all were to be commended 
for their efforts.

The Willing Horse award this year too 
was well deserved. Barbara Kendrick has 
been in the club for over 35 years, been 
secretary for many of the early years, been 
motorcycle convenor, committee member 
and is ever willing to be in the kitchen 
whenever asked – just what this award is 
all about!

Community wise, the club truck 
has been used well for school galas, the 
Christmas Parade, and members have used 
their cars too, to add to people’s Christmas 
cheer.

Members enjoyed a day trip to Taihape, 
(including the Mangaweka historic main 
street, to take in the fakes and forgeries fun 
there). The next outing will be Taihape’s 
New Year rally, followed by the Annual 
Burma Rally, Wellington Anniversary 
weekend.

Membership is still growing. December 
club night saw us using every chair we 
owned, a record 75 people (half the 
membership) turned up. Well-done folks.

Wellington  Elisabeth Smits-Brouwer
In December we had our Children’s 

Christmas Party in the Clubrooms. Every 
year more children and grandchildren 
participate in the activities, which include 
face painting, games, crafts and the decora-
tion of Christmas biscuits; not to forget the 
rides on the miniature steam train and the 
branch’s Dennis Fire Engine. 

During the last clubnight of the year a 
special AGM was held as well as a “Chinese 
Raffle” organised by Aaron Janes and Owen 
Archer, what was a great success. After the 
meeting we enjoyed a shared Christmas 
supper.

The by now traditional Boxing Day 
Picnic was again held in the Kaitoke 
Regional Park and attended by 28 cars with 
their drivers, family and friends. Sitting and 
chatting in the sunshine whilst eating the 
Christmas left-overs was most enjoyable. In 
the mid-afternoon dark clouds gathered and 
we all drove away through heavy rain and 
real big hailstones that turned the fields 
completely white and the roads slippery. 
Fortunately we all got home without 
accidents or damage to our cars.

During the Wellington Anniversary 
Weekend the National Motorcycle Rally 
and dinner will be held in our clubrooms. 

A large contingent from our Branch 
will participate in the Art Deco Weekend 
and Rally mid-February. Some thirty cars 
are expected to drive from Wellington to 
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Waitemata Branch: Watson Triumph: It’s just another drop in the bucket as Gerald Watson relies on 
driver Barry Gay to keep the right distance. All tests are timed. Photo John King

Father Christmas and Kids on the Wellington 
Branch’s Fire Engine
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Napier following the Optional Run, set 
out along beautiful country roads to keep 
our pre-1940 cars away from SH2 as far as 
practicable. Late January another Ladies 
Sewing Day is organised to make last 
minute modifications to our attires, while 
a clothes-hat-frills-and-accessories swap is 
also planned on that day. 

Wellington has organised the Triangular 
Veteran Rally for Veteran cars mostly from 
the Wairarapa, Horewhenua and Wellington 
Branches. The Veterans will meet up with 
other Wellington Branch members at the 
Posh Picnic and the Gymkhana to be held 
at the same day during the Upper Hutt 
Summer Carnival. 

The organising for the 50th birthday 
Party dinner in July is well on his way, so 
pencil this in your dairy. 

Wellsford-Warkworth   
 Rita Jorgensen

The Kowhai Festival in Warkworth on 
13 October was a good venue to display 
our Vintage vehicles. Mike and Lorraine 
Brown had full steam up in the 1901 
White. Also on show were a 1905 Riley, 
Humber, Model A, two Austin 7s, Bugatti, 
AC, Sunbeam, Talbot, MG TF, Wolseley 
and a V8 Studebaker – there certainly is a 
large variety of marques in our branch.

Fourteen of our branch’s vehicles joined 
the Far North Tour in November. There 
was a stop-off at the Wairere boulders, near 
Horeke. A two-hour bush walk around and 
under boulders as big as a room, up steps 
across bridges with fascinating marking 
on the boulders caused by erosion over 
centuries. Reputedly the only basalt boulder 
valley in the world, not to be missed if you 
are touring up north.

Branch members gathered on a fine mild 
day at the home of Brian and Vivienne 
guest for a pre-Christmas barbecue – a 
terrific meal and plenty of good cheer. They 
live at Christian Bay, out from Omaha, 
and they look across the water to Snells 
Beach. Some great sea views to take in 
on a weekend drive. A peep into another 
member’s garage – Grant and Sharon Stott 
live in Whangaparoa – to view the 1925 
Chandler (restored), 1918 Westcott original 
(restored), 1926 Model T Ford Tourer, 1964 
Fiat 600D (restoration almost complete) 
and 1929 Studebaker Erskine currently 
under restoration. Also viewed were the 
1919 Chandler Tourer, 1918 Chandler 
Tourer, 1917 Chandler centre door sedan 
and a 1919 Chandler tourer sedan – all 
awaiting restoration. Many happy hours 
ahead of Grant who has an obvious love of 
the Chandler. Safe motoring for 2008.

Rob Knight joined the VCC in 1966 
as a member of the Manawatu Branch. 
Later he and his family moved to the 
Wellington area and then in 1980 back 
to the Manawatu. Chairmanships of both 
Branches ensued, as well as a very active 
role in both areas during this time.

It is a testament to Rob’s high regard 
within the club that so many VCC members 
as well as the Management Committee 
gathered to farewell and honour Rob.

His involvement with the VCC at a 
national level began with his appointment 
as Rally Director for the 1992 Pan Pacific 
Rally which was based in and around the 
Manawatu area. The VCC has a good 
reputation for holding International Rallies 
and this one in 1992 was no exception.

During Rob’s funeral service we heard 
a particular piece of music, Frank Sinatra 
singing “My Way”. I think this is probably 
the best way to describe Rob’s approach to 
life, not always conventional or expected 
but without doubt always able to somehow 
produce the desired end results.

In 2003 Rob was elected to the VCC 
Management Committee as North Island 
Club Captain. This is a demanding role 
within the organization and was approached 
with his usual drive and enthusiasm. One 

OBITUARY

Rob Knight
Manawatu Branch
3 September 1939 – 20 December 2007
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of these tasks is 
the Club Captain’s 
tours and the 
success of the  
events organized 
by Rob are much 
talked about and 
the attendance 
number is growing 
each year.

A couple of 
years ago Sounding the Brass was introduced 
to our national magazine Beaded Wheels. 
This column was intended to keep our 
members up to date with the happenings 
and activities within the Veteran section 
of our Club. Rob undertook the writing 
and researching of this column with his 
customary enthusiasm. I’m sure it would be 
Rob’s wish for this column to continue in 
the future.

Rob and Pat have made many friends 
with overseas car enthusiasts and Rob was 
very active in promoting our club at any 
opportunity including during their just 
completed overseas trip

My first real association with Rob was 
in about 1995 when I was appointed to 
the role of Rally Director for the then 
next international rally to be held in 2000. 
Rob was one of the first to make contact 
and offer advice and encouragement. 
Additionally on a couple of occasions I was 
invited into Rob and Pat’s home in Sanson 
and made most welcome.

During the planning of this event there 
were many times when I reflected back on 
the advice and experience offered.

Rob could be somewhat forthright 
with his opinion at times and some good 

discussions on a number of topics have 
eventuated.

From a Club and Management point 
of view we could best describe Rob as 
dedicated and extremely passionate about 
the VCC and in particular Veteran 
motoring. He will be missed by us all, but 
as history evolves the name Rob Knight  
will hold an honourable place.

To Pat, Gail, Colin and families, I 
extend to you our condolences from all 
VCC members throughout New Zealand.

Rest in Peace Rob. You wore your badge 
of office with pride.

Greg Terrill
VCCNZ National President

Sadly we have received news from 
Chris Wood of the recent death of his 
father Douglas. Douglas died just two 

weeks short of his 95th birthday and only 
16 hours before his wife who was 92…

they had been married for 69 years! Chris 
writes “he was member no. 00798, and a 

current member of Auckland Branch.  
As many will be aware, prior to 

becoming unable to contribute he had 
since the early sixties been very active in 

club activities owning various Vintage and 
Veteran Austins as well as being a fairly 

prolific contributor to Beaded Wheels. He 
also co-wrote the book Flat to the boards.

The whole subject of the history of 
motoring was an important and most 

pleasurable part of Dad’s life and he always 
respected and admired the VCCNZ and 

what it stood for.”

Douglas Wood
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