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This photograph has been supplied to Beaded Wheels by John 
Pauling who obtained it from VCC member Trevor May of 
Marlborough. John writes, “The car’s occupants are the Holdaway 
family, who farmed at Dillons Point, near Blenheim.

Sadly all that remains of the car today is the engine, numbered at 
118782, indicating a May 1912 manufacture. Presumably it was 
sold new by Ed Parker, who was located in Blenheim’s High St, and 
was the local Ford agent at the time. The May edition of The New 
Zealand Auto Car, a small book produced by the Colonial Motor 
Company, gave the car’s list price at £230, ‘all cars being sold fully 
equipped’, that is ‘top, windshield, speedo, gas lamps, 3 oil lamps, 
tubular horn, kit of tools and (tire) pump’. 

These cars were fitted with removable front doors, and in this 
configuration are very rare today. I am putting the car back together, 
and have most of the major 1912 mechanical parts except a chassis.”

Also pictured is a copy of the list of Ford dealers taken from the same 
book.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
welcome from all Beaded Wheels readers.
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available 
information to  
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Laserprints/
photocopies are not suitable. Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.



Catch up on branch news including 
the Horowhenua Branch Harvest 
Weekend, page 48.

We get you Behind the Wheel of a 1929 
Ariel 600 Sloper, page 28.

Somewhere over the Rainbow  
page 10. 
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Tris Winstanley’s Brush. Photographed heading uphill on the 2008 
National South Island Easter Rally hosted by Marlborough Branch.

 Photo supplied by Graham Brookes, ghbphoto@mlb.planet.gen.nz 
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president’s message

Branch visits are an aspect of the 
President’s role which I particularly enjoy 
and I have tried to incorporate these with 
my work visits whenever possible. Each 
Branch has their own particular ways of 
working and from my observations no two 
operate exactly the same way. Recently I 
happened to be in the Hawke’s Bay, where 
I took the opportunity to attend their club 
night. I was a little concerned however, 
as when I got up to address the meeting, 
a long time HB member rose and left the 
meeting.

At the conclusion of the meeting, as 
I was leaving, I noticed and commented 
on the beam of light in the sky over 
towards Napier’s Marine parade. ‘Oh that’s 
Wayne with his big light’ was the reply. 
We ventured closer  to the  light to find 
Wayne Clarke (who had earlier left the 
meeting) just shutting down a display 
of stationary engines and other bits and 
pieces including a WWII 36" carbon arc 
lamp. Having never seen one of these in 
operation before, my questioning soon had 
Wayne connecting this up to the diesel 
generator and throwing beams of light all 
around the night sky. It never ceases to 
amaze me what VCC members collect and 
preserve for others to see. A long discus-
sion ensued with Wayne, on many topics, 
and it turned out he is a good friend of a 
chap I know from Hawera where I grew up. 
It’s a small world but that’s another story.

While reading a recent motoring 
magazine I noticed a review of a book 
written about past Formula One racing 
driver Innes Ireland, who raced here 
in 1963 and was a team Lotus driver. 
Did you know we have some of Innes 
Ireland’s trophies in our VCC Archives in 
Christchurch? Next time you are there ask 
Betty, our archivist about them.

At the March Executive meeting the 
two main points of interest were the 
proposed notice of motion which  in effect 
adds a new class of vehicle, this being the 
post 1980 category. There was not a lot of 
discussion on this proposal and it seems 
that this is seen as a positive move. Please 
note this does not make any changes to 
the present criteria of eligibility of vehicles 
to our club.

The other topic was a remit, which the 
management committee has been working 
on for some time, relating to the nomina-
tion of Honorary Life members for the 
Club. This should not be confused with 
life membership at Branch level. While 

there are some minor changes to be imple-
mented, I’m sure we will be in a position to 
move the adoption of these changes at the 
next Executive Meeting. If you wish more 
in-depth information on either of these 
issues, please refer to your Branch repre-
sentatives who attended the Executive 
meeting

By the time this is published, branch 
annual general meetings will be upon us. 
Please give some thought as to how you 
may be able to contribute to the running 
of your branch. Some forethought now 
will ensure there are nominations for all 
positions within the Branch.

At the recent executive meeting, 
Kevin Clarkson introduced the recently 
completed electronic version of all past 
Beaded Wheels. Each Branch has been 
issued with a copy of this and I’m sure you 
will find it a useful tool when searching for 
that elusive piece of information. Briefly 
with the aid of a computer you can type 
in a name of a vehicle or person and a 
search will take place of all past copies of 
Beaded Wheels and list the issue that this 
information was in as well as the page 
etc. Once an issue and page is selected 
then that page will appear with the word 
highlighted.

 I would like to extend our thanks 
on behalf of the Club to Kevin for his 
outstanding effort here as except for the 
last few years when Beaded Wheels have 
been produced in an electronic form, each 
page of each issue has had to be scanned 
individually to make this possible.

 Greg Terrill

as we see it

At the recent Executive meeting in 
Auckland I released the digital archive of 
all Beaded Wheels magazines (including 
its predecessor, The Guff Sheet) to all 
branches. This represents the history of 
the VCC almost from the beginning and 
makes fascinating reading. It also means 
that it is readily available to us, and the 
membership at large, for research. Your 
branch secretary should have a copy for 
use by the branch and if you have a need 
for your own copy you will be best to 
arrange that with your branch secretary.

In Beaded Wheels Issue 93, April 1975, 
you will find the following on page four

“At the March Executive meeting in 
Christchurch ….. it was stated that there 
should be comments from the Editorial 
Committee”.

That was the first ever Editorial 
comment and there were several further 
examples of Editorial comment in subse-
quent issues. Eventually, however, there 
was a change of personnel with the result 
that the Executive directive to have 
editorial comment in Beaded Wheels was 
not followed regularly. I am pleased to 
say that the current editorial committee 
is following the request made in 1975 by 
providing Beaded Wheels readers with this 
column!

We have a vacancy on our committee 
and are now requesting expressions of 
interest from members to fill the slot. 
Duties include proofreading, attending a 
monthly meeting (Monday nights) and 
other duties as required. If you are inter-
ested and wish to know more about this 
then give me a call on 03 385 9821 and we 
can discuss it.

 Kevin Clarkson 
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

An error has been pointed out to us in the supplied front cover caption for issue 290.  
The correct details of the Fire Engine should have read, owned by Bruce Hutton & Seona 
Ashton. Bruce is the Director of the upcoming international Vero Rally 2012.
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APRIL
 6 Auckland Vintage Muster
 6 North Shore NSVCC Open Day 
 6 Southland Garage Raid
 12 Canterbury P Section Annual Rally
 12 North Otago Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial 

M/C Rally
 12 Otago Overnight Run (Coast to Coast) 

Postponed
 12 Rotorua Auckland garage raid
 12 Wanganui Annual Autumn Motorcycle 

Trial
 13 South Canterbury All American Day
 13 Banks Peninsula Hadstock Driving Tests
 13 Gore Swap Meet
 13 Nelson Restoration of the Year
 13 Waikato Club Event
 13 Wairarapa Club Captains Run
 16 Central Otago Golden Times Rally
 17 Ashburton Club Captain’s Night Run
 20 Rotorua Night Run
 20 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 20 Waitemata Springhill
 24 Wanganui Thursday “Exercise your 

Classic Car Day”
 25 North Otago ANZAC Run. Homestead Run/

Ladies Run & Field Tests 
 25-27 Taranaki Maunga Moana
 25-27 Wellington Club Captains Safari
 26 Central Otago Golden Times Rally
 27 E Bay of Plenty Club Run
 27 Northland Clark Cup
 27 North Shore Northern raid
 31 Nelson Wine Tour

MAY 
 3 Ashburton Swap Meet
 3 Manawatu PV, PW & P60 Rally
 3-4 Wairarapa Motor Cycle Reliability Run
 4 Northland AGM,Birthday Run
 4 North Shore NSVCC Open Day 
 10 Ashburton David’s P60s Run
 10 Far North Mother’s Day Run
 10 Manawatu PV/PWV/P60V Rally
 10 Southland AGM
 10 Southland Waimea M/C
 10 Wellsford/Warkworth Swap Meet
 11 Nelson Mother’s Day Run
 11 Northland Mother’s Day Run
 14 Waikato AGM
 17-18 Northland Wet & Wild Motorcycle Rally
 17 Southland PWV/P60V Rally
 18 E Bay of Plenty Club Run
 18 Rotorua Club Captain’s Run
 18 South Canterbury PV/PWV/P60V Rally
 18-19 Northland Northland Motorcycle Rally
 18 North Shore Club Run
 18 Otago PV/PWV & Restoration Rally
 18 Waikato Training Run
 31-2 Canterbury Irishman Rally
 31-2 Central Otago Mid Winter Run
 31-1 Waikato Double Fifty Rally
 31-2 Wanganui Queens B’day Annual Rally

JUNE 
 1 South Canterbury All British Day
 4 North Otago AGM

 8 
Northland 
End of Rego Rally, Prizegiving, 
Annual Dinner

 8 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 8 Wairarapa Winter Wander
 12 Nelson AGM
 14 Gore Night Trial & End of Season 

Run
 14 Rotorua Annual Dinner & Prizegiving
 15 Marlborough AGM
 15 Otago AGM
 15 South Canterbury End of Season Run
 21 Manawatu Brass Monkey Night Trial
 21 Waikato Night Run
 22 Ashburton Solstice Run
 22 Wellington Colonial Cup
 24 South Otago AGM
 28 Far North End of Registration Malloy 

Trophy
 28-29 West Coast Mid Winter Run
 29 Auckland/Northshore Combined  North 

Shore/Auckland Rally

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of month prior to magazine publication
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VCCNZ INC NATIONAL OFFICE, 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nz

VCC SUBSCRIPTIONS
VCC membership subscription invoices were forwarded in 

February and payment was due by 31 March 2008. A reminder 
notice will be sent to members who have not paid. If you have not 
paid your account, please note that this will be the last Beaded 
Wheels you receive until your payment has been received. You will 
also not receive your Branch Newsletters.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS
For those members who have paid their annual subscription by 

31 March 2008, you will receive your membership card in early 
April.

EXECUTIVE MEETING
The Executive meets every March and during the Annual 

General Meeting weekend. Their last meeting was the 1st March 
and was held in Auckland. Minutes are sent out to branches 
and your representatives who form the Executive will be able to 
personally report on the contents discussed.

NOTICE OF AGM
On page 11 of this magazine you will find a Notice of AGM 

along with a request for nominations for the Management 
Committee positions. 

JOHN L GODDARD TROPHY NOMINATIONS
Below you will find a Notice regarding the John L Goddard 

Trophy. Please put some thought to placing a nomination. More 
information is available in the Branch Manual, one of which your 
branch secretary holds, and the other which should have been 
placed in a known location accessible to all branch members. 

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local branch contact 
details. You may also contact your local branch directly for application forms and details.

national office news
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Full mechanical workshop for repairs with reconditioned water pumps, 
distributors, steering boxes, starter motors etc in stock.

Cast Iron brake drums front & rear with full brake floater kits.

Also large range of used parts available.  
Flat fan belts made to order.

Suppliers of Silicone Brake Fluid, 
White Wall tyre cleaner, Gas Tank 
Sealer, High-tension lead and 
coloured wire. Black loom covering in 
a range of sizes also in stock.

Veteran & Vintage Cars
Office & Showroom 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland. All correspondence to PO Box 43009 Mangere Auckland.
Phone 09 275 5316 Fax 09 275 6882 Email vet.vin@xtra.co.nz and website www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

 New Zealand’s leading stockist of

Model A & Model T parts

Veteran & Vintage Cars Ltd
New Zealand’s largest supplier of 
VETERAN & VINTAGE TYRES 

for all cars and motorbikes.
TYRE SPECIALS

Metric Beaded edge tyres, limited stocks available.

710 x 90  (21")  @ $336.45
815 x 105  (24")  @ $427.40
820 x 120  (22")  @ $427.40
895 x 135  (23")  @ $502.15
875 x 105  (26")  @ $469.40

MOTORCYCLE TYRES
26 X 3 Coker Black Button  @ $400.00
26 X 2½ Coker Black Button @ $400.00
28 X 3 Coker White Button  @ $657.00
28 X 2¼ Firestone White  @ $687.00

All Prices Incl GST

Drop in for coffee/tea have a chat and a look around while visiting the friendly Aucklanders, (jaffa Just Another Famously Friendly Aucklander ) 

f o r  a c h i e v e m e n t
The John L Goddard 

Trophy

Members of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand are invited to 
nominate a fellow member for this annual award. The nomination 
should be of any member that they regard has having been 
involved in a significant achievement. It may be a particularly 
significant restoration, a memorable motoring journey or an 
important historical article or series of articles published in Beaded 
Wheels; or some special service to the Club.

Nominations for the Award should be forwarded to:

John L Goddard Award 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc) 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 Nominations close 27 June 2008



mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

“Speed Nymph”, designed and 
copyrighted by LV Aronson in 1910, was 
a figure of a diving girl which became the 
model for so many Nymph mascots and 
was immediately widely copied on both 
sides of the Atlantic.

Your copy was probably manufac-
tured by Louis Lejeune in nickel-plated 
bronze. They came in three sizes. Made 
in London, popular throughout the 1920s 
and 1930s.

She was still being produced in 1977 
I own a 6¾ inch high example No. 
801130 mounted on a metal half ball on 
a base of walnut. Engraved on the base is 
“Challenge Trophy presented by General 
Motors NZ Ltd”, so they had more uses 
than as a motor car mascot.
Refererence: Shire 265 Motor-Car Mascots 
& Badges by Peter Cand, published 1991.
Car Mascots by Sirignano and Sulzberger 
issue 1997.

Ken Silke

Dear Sir
I am located in North Carolina and 

own a 1913 Model T Ford. I am searching 
for all-white smooth clincher tyres that 
were made in New Zealand. Hopefully 
there is still a supplier in New Zealand, 
but I understand manufacturing those 
tyres for the Model T has ceased. Any 
suggestions appreciated. 

Larry Harmacinski
19706 One Norman Blvd Suite B-206
Cornelius, NC 28031 USA 
Email: flyharm@aol.com

Dear Sir,
I enjoyed the article in Beaded Wheels 

No. 290 by Geoff Easterbrook-Smith 
and Wallace McNair about the Cowan 
Sunbeam. I can add a little to the section 
on Kevin Dawson’s period of ownership.

Kevin and I were in the same class 
at Papatoetoe High School, which would 
mean he was born in 1945. Therefore, 
he certainly didn’t acquire the vehicle in 
the 1950s. To the best of my knowledge 
he bought it in 1964. I first saw it early 
the following year, and drove it (photo 

attached) around Papatoetoe. It was 
a cumbersome beast on the public 
roads!
Kevin served in the Vietnam 

War, and later became a mining explo-
sives expert. He was tragically killed in 
a helicopter crash in Australia. I did not 
know what became of the Sunbeam after 
this until I read the article in Beaded 

Wheels.
Alex Davidson

Dear Sir
Reading your December/January edition 

for the first time brought back many happy 
school-day memories for me when reading 
your article about the restoration of the 
1938 14 DX Vauxhall. One of my school 
teachers had one and regularly gave me 
lifts to and from school as we lived near 
each other in South London.

I don’t remember that Mr Barnacle 
(“Barnacle Bill” was his school nickname) 
– was ever let down by the car even in 
bitterly cold winter weather, just requiring 
regular scheduled maintenance only.

My last car before leaving Blighty to 
live in New Zealand was a 1960 Rover P4 
110. A friend also had a 1960 Rover P4 100. 
Both these cars were regularly driven up 
Westerham Hill in Kent, England, (which 
has a very long steep gradient of 1 in 7), 
in top gear, with graceful ease without 
the throttle being on the floor, very often 
leaving a modern car on the Rover’s tail 
still at the bottom of the hill.

My Rover was no sluggard on the 
motorway either, in overdrive it would 
cruise effortlessly at 90-100mph, often to 
the surprise of other road users.

Most importantly the Rover always felt 
safe and controlled even on sharp twisting 
roads. Many of Auckland’s hills are steep 
but often quite short.

I hope one day perhaps to buy another 
P4 as I am sure driving one on Auckland’s 
very mixed terrain would be very easy 
motoring. Considering the speed limit of 
100kph which equates to about 60mph, 
I would suggest these cars are more than 
fast enough, like many more classics from 

Dear Sir,
Regarding a photo of Peter Brown’s 

bonnet emblem in Beaded Wheels No. 290. 
It is an aftermarket mascot, so did not 
belong to any one make of car.

It was called a Speed Nymph or Diving 
Nymph and was first made by Albert in 
England in 1919. A similar one may have 
been manufactured by others at a later 
date. There is a photo of one in William 
C. Williams book Motoring Mascots of the 
World.

I bought one at the Christchurch 
Swapmeet some 25 years ago. However, 
in four visits to Hershey I have never seen 
another. The wings on the cap look like 
Chrysler of the late 1920s. 

Hope this helps,
Des Moore, (Taranaki Branch)

Dear Sir
To help Peter Brown identify his 

radiator ornament. I think it is from a 
Chrysler 50, as Chrysler produced later 
models. There was the ‘66 and the ‘77. 
These figures represented the guaranteed 
speed of each model in mph and to show 
the increase in speed, each succeeeding 
model ornament leaned forward, the ‘66 
by about 30° and the ‘77 by about 60°. 
This should not be confused with the 
Rolls-Royce Flying Lady which was always 
nearly prone.

Shortly after Chrysler made the change, 
the powers that be decided that the 
ornaments were a danger to pedestrians 
and they had to be removed. At this stage 
Rolls-Royce applied for and was granted a 
dispensation to retain their flying lady.

It was possible to identify the Chrysler 
models by a glance at the slope of the 
ornaments. I hope this helps Peter.

Spencer Barnard (Barney)

Dear Sir
I write with 

response to Peter 
Brown’s request to 
identify a car bonnet 
ornament in issue 290 
Feb/March 2008. This is 
actually two ornaments, the 
bottom wings part 
has the top part 
“Speed Nymph” 
bolted down 
through the 
centre.

 Beaded Wheels 7



mailbag

8 Beaded Wheels

1936 AC 4 seater sports

I am aware that the engine is not original 
( probably circa 1947). I have been commu-
nicating with the AC Owners Club in the 
UK, but because we have been unable to 
find the chassis number it is difficult to 
know which is the correct car on the AC 
Register. They have narrowed it down to 
one of the following:
L152  Grey UBS 91 22/09/33 16/66 Sports Chassis 

Major J Porter, Yorkshire 
L161  Grey UMB 93 30/10/33 16/66 Sports Chassis 

AXL 112 V R H Ferguson 
L189  Grey 04/05/33 16/66 Open Sports BPC 130 L 

P Jacques, Lancs 
L208  Black UBS 155 19/06/35 Ace 16/66 Open 

Sports EJ 4425 Midland Garage 
L218  Grey UBS 151 6/11/34 Ace Open Sports CPA 

540 N Pares, Hants 
I am trying to discover any history 

whatsoever relating to the AC: eg who 
imported it, when was the engine changed, 
was there an accident that resulted in a 
change to the front of the chassis that has 
removed the chassis number. It is this last 
aspect that is the most important. If anyone 
can help me with this I would be most 
grateful. 

Murray Cockburn
23 McKerrow Place,
Sunshine Bay, Queenstown, NZ
Telephone 03 4411598
email mcpq@ihug.co.nz 

Dear Sir
50th Anniversary Of The Picton 

Pennzoil Rally  1958
50 years ago this year the Vintage 

Car Club of NZ, which was formed in 
Christchurch, set out on an ambitious first 
big rally (you could say a National Rally) 
as Canterbury was the original club at that 
time and most members lived throughout 
New Zealand. It was only later that the 
branches were formed and these in part 
split off to form smaller branches again. 
Thus the Picton Rally was undertaken as a 
chance to bring those that wanted to Rally, 
together. It was organised and sponsored by 
Mr Sam Slyfield who was Mr PENNZOIL 
OIL of NZ. The start was in Madras Street, 
Christchurch, and the bigger and younger 
cars drove to Picton while the smaller and 
older cars were trailred there. North Island 
cars went to Wellington and were shipped 
to Picton. Accounts of the run can be 
found in Beaded Wheels issue June 1958 and 

also on video The Early Years 1946–1965. 
So successful was the Rally that Sam 
Slyfield worked with the Club and so the 
massive Haast Rally of 1965 was planned 
and put Vintage and Veteran motoring on 
the map. In 1988, thirty years on, a group of 
members from the Marlborough Branch and 
the Veteran Car Club did a very successful 
two day weekend Rally, including the main 
street closure for paired street competition 
of vehicles.

This year on October 18-19, 2008, 
another Rally is being planned. The run 
will be for all Veteran vehicles and any 
Vintage cars that were on the original 1958 
run. If you are fortunate enough to own 
one of the cars from the 1958 Rally, you are 
eligible to take part. The start and HQ will 
be in Picton. The Rally is being organised 
by Veteran Car Club members from the top 
of the South Island, who in turn will enlist 
the aid of the Vintage Car Club branches 
in the region.

Entry forms are not yet available. Register 
your interest with the rally secretary, we will 
send out an entry form with a list of accom-
modation for the area. Limited storage will 
be available for cars.
NOTE: The event will be held the weekend 
following the Canterbury Swapmeet and the 
weekend before the Marlborough Branch 
Biennial Rally.
Canterbury Swap Meet   10-12 October
Picton 50th Anniversary Rally  18-19 October
Marlborough Branch Biennial Rally  25-26 October.

Graham Wiblin, The Rally Secretary
88 Wither Road, Blenheim. 
Ph/Fax 03 578 8418 or 
email myschacht@hotmail.com

Dear Sir
Could you please help me with the 

identification of this Veteran car. Of its 
history we have been told it is thought 
to have been driven in the Rangiora area 
around 1911 by some relatives.

To date I have had no luck when asking 
Vintage car enthusiasts about its make and 
possible origins.

Noel Batty
3 Country Place,
Coniston Water, Ashburton.

the 1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s. Great magazine. 
Looking forward to your next edition.

“Kenboy”
Ken Braddon
PS The DX Vauxhall has the same door 

opening set up as the Rover P4 which makes 
it so much easier to get to both the front and 
rear of the car’s interior. I noticed also on 
the new car VW gave the Queen (badged as 
a Bentley) also has the same door opening.

Dear Sir
I have recently purchased what appears 

to be a 1912 Alldays & Onions 12/14hp 
and am about to start the dating process 
whilst finishing the restoration with a new 
body and a lick of paint. My challenge 
is, with apparently fewer than 20 cars left 
worldwide and perhaps only four or five of 
the four cylinder models, I am sadly lacking 
in reference material.

If anyone has any information, photos, 
articles on these cars it would be hugely 
appreciated. I would be more than happy 
to reimburse the costs of reproducing and 
posting copies as I realize I am not exactly 
around the corner. I am putting what scant 
information I have on my homepage which 
can be found at http://homepage.ntlworld.
com/rmdover/

Many thanks
Richard Dover
rdover@baymed.co.uk

Dear Sir
We are searching for information about 

this 1915 Perry car pictured below. The 
driver is one of my forebears. 

Mark Morrison
2 Matthews St, Kaiapoi

Dear Sir
I am trying to trace the NZ history of my 

1936 AC 4 seater sports that I have owned 
for about 30 years.

There was a letter from Bruce McKechnie 
in Beaded Wheels in 1997 with a photo of my 
AC. Bruce was wanting to know where the 
car was. I have also a copy of a letter sent 
to Mr Warren Cole but can’t remember the 
connection or whether Bruce was able to 
add much to the car’s history.
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Some years ago a parcel arrived at 
VCC Archive from Marlborough Branch 
containing canisters of roll film and two 
12" and fourteen 16" records. Labelled 
RCA Victor, these are the black bakelite 
discs that preceded the microgroove and 
extended-play records of the late ’50s. It is 
understood that the collection was donated 
to the Club by Lucas Brothers who at the 
time were the Ford dealers in Blenheim. 

Graham Wallace (our archivist’s 
husband) took the collection under his 
wing and recently, with more spare time 
available, began investigating its contents 
in detail. He noticed that 16 of the 200 film 
canisters had subject titles corresponding 
to the record labels. The donation of an 
old 35mm slide projector with provision 
for showing roll film soon proved its worth 
but a gramophone to accommodate the 
16" records proved elusive. This was the 
recorded music-making machine of my 
generation; clockwork spring – hand wound 
coupled to a turntable rotating a record. 
An arm tracking across this converted 
vibrations on the record to sound via a 
special needle acting on a diaphragm 
which was then usually attached to a large 
amplifying horn. The sound produced had 
a distinctive quality too – a sound probably 
never experienced by today’s genera-
tion who, I suggest, don’t realise what 
they’re missing. Lindsay Ayers, a stalwart 
of Canterbury Branch heard through the 
branch grapevine of the problem and 

u n c o v e r e d 
an old gramo-
phone in his garage that seemed suitable. 
Understandably after years in storage it 
needed a major clean-up and during this 
work a fault was found in the spring-
driven motor. 

Utilising the expertise of ex-mechanic 
Selwyn Wright, Graham eventually 
coaxed the gramophone to life and with 
the unexpected donation from recorded-
music enthusiast Eric Elwood of some new 
mint-condition needles the records were 
able to be played. 

It was found that each record was a 
commentary dealing with some particular 
procedure for an activity relating to the 
motor industry. The voice possessed a 
strong American accent giving instruc-
tions clearly and in a very deliberate 
fashion and it was realised then that the 
record and similarly entitled film strip were 
intended to be played and shown together. 
A beep interrupting the commentary was 
the signal for the film to be advanced – 
the next photograph to appear on screen 
illustrating the appropriate subject of the 
text, the two together making up a very 
clever tutorial for the student worker. The 
collection was really a training aid for staff 
employed in the motor trade both on the 
vehicle servicing and repair side and also 
for those involved with the administration 
and vehicle promotion. 

Although the collection was obviously 
intended to apply to Ford produced cars it 
also had some minor references to General 
Motors vehicles as well. Dates on many of 
the items confirmed that the collection 
related to the 1930s with one reference 
found to 1941. The metal film canisters are 
contained in both cardboard and wooden 
boxes with some canisters showing signs of 
age deterioration.

I should explain that I have always 
assumed (quite erroneously now I find) 
that in the ’30s the training of an appren-
tice motor mechanic or similar was 
confined to tapping into the experience 
of a senior experienced ‘journeyman’ (I 
think that was what they were called) or 
reference to a greasy, oil-stained repair 
manual. I do not know if Night School 
existed then. Now it is evident that the 
training for those working for a major 
vehicle franchise had an added resource 
in the form of the material sent from 
Blenheim.

Examples of the subject material 
are ‘Successful Selling Methods’, ‘The 
Car Without a Price Class’, ‘Service 
Requirements – Pt.1, Section 1, The Ford 
V8 Passenger Car 1941’ and ‘Starting 
System Drives, Gauges and Wiring, The 
New Ford V8 Truck 1934.’ 

Unfortunately not all of the 200 
filmstrips have their recorded commen-
tary which is disappointing but they will 
still make interesting viewing on their 
own. Some of their titles are ‘Vacuum 
Shift 2 Speed Rear Axle’, ‘Look Beyond 
The Order Pad’, ‘The Full Floating Rear 
Axle’, and ‘Layout Tools and Measuring 
Instruments’.

In an effort to make the collection 
more accessible, the Archivist plans to 
transfer its contents to one of the new-age 
electronic processes that have spawned 
over the last decade. (CD, IPLOD or 
something – not sure which.)

Barely able to change channels with the 
remote — a Luddite to the core, I confess 
to having fiercely resisted falling under 
the spell of all this latest hi-tech wizardry, 
and now I am told that all of the previous 
copies of Beaded Wheels, (First Issue 1954) 
and its forerunner Guff Sheet have been 
copied on to a metal disc some 4" diameter 
by 1mm thick which means, I suppose, a 

THE WAY 
WE WERE

Words Grant Hitchings  

Photos Thelma Wright

Eric Elwood, Selwyn Wright, Graham Wallace 
 and the gramophone.

The roll film collection.
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The only reason for the Rainbow 
expedition was simply that I had not done 
that particular road before, and doing it 
in summer wasn’t going to be any sort of 
challenge. So as Irishman seems to be 
a fine weather event these days it was a 
logical choice for what would be hopefully 
a weekend where you would get home 
feeling like you have achieved something

Based on previous events I was 
expecting half a dozen cars at most, so I 
was very pleased when the total came to 
14 VCC cars, two modern 4 wheel drives, 
and Russell Yates and family in his work 
ute who were going to follow us to Lake 
Tennyson, but somehow forgot to stop and 
were still with us for lunch at Lake Rotoiti. 

The manager of Rainbow Station did 
not rate our chances of getting through 
when I rang him for permission (and the 
key to the gates), but he was happy for us 
to try when I assured him we would all be 
carrying chains and extra fuel, and with a 
couple of 4WDs for backup. Even the week 
before departure I was more confident than 
he that we would get through OK, and the 
weather forecast wasn’t sounding too flash 
either. 

Saturday morning at the Hanmer forest 
camp saw the briefing delivered into a 
gusty warm northwesterly but no sign of 
rain, to the relief of the crews of the open 
cars — which was the majority. If only 
they knew what lay ahead I don’t think 
they would have been quite so happy. With 

cars from Greymouth and Kaikoura, as well 
as the locals — a mix of Banks Peninsula 
and Canterbury members, we had a good 
assembly of proper Vintage motorists lined 
up for a day of real motoring. For what I 
suspect was the first time in the history of 
the Banks Peninsula Branch, American 
cars outnumbered those from the other 
side of the Atlantic — obviously a sign 
of the decline of branch standards, or an 
increase of people with the right car for 
the task ahead? 

The climb up Jollies Pass was simple, 
with evidence of a lot of recent work 
having been done to the road. From up 
here it was plain to see that the weather, 
and accordingly, the road condition was 
going to deteriorate fairly soon. A stop 
to regroup saw those with hoods having 
an erection, and the remainder looking 
for every item of warm and waterproof 
clothing available. By the time we had 
reached Lake Tennyson, the morning tea 
stop by the lakeside was abandoned as the 
rain was horizontal. After a quick count 
to make sure we hadn’t lost anyone it was 
time to move on. 

Ahead lay what the station owner had 
said would provide one of the challenges 
of the day — Island saddle. A four wheel 
drive was sent up first to check on the road 
condition, and he radioed back that there 
was one particular patch of snow and ice 
which could be an issue, and that chains 
might be a good idea. The weather was 

not particularly conducive to grovelling 
in mud under the car to put them on, so a 
couple of “volunteers” decided to try their 
luck. They came to a halt, and about then, 
the Pidgeon/Russell Fiat 501 decided to 
drop into the water table and was showing 
no inclination to leave of its own accord. 
Ahead of them was the Rinaldo Landrover, 
but the lack of grip was such that pulling 
the Fiat up was not an option, so a little 
car shuffling was required to place the 
Landrover behind the Fiat and get gravity 
to assist in the extraction process. 

While all of this was taking place, the 
first half dozen cars were fitting chains, 
and after they had broken up the worst 
of the ice the climb was pretty straight 
forward. The only holdup was when the 
Keenan Sunbeam, which was alternately 
running on 0, 4, 5 or 6 cylinders depending 
on its mood, got baulked on the next icy 
patch near the summit and lost traction. A 
few pushers from the cars lined up behind 
soon got him moving again. 

Along from here, the road crosses a 
couple of shingle fans, and with the rain, 
which was still falling, causing them to 
wash out, it gave all of the drivers a chance 
to pick their own route. Climbing out of 
one particularly large hole, the noise from 
the back of my Durant was such that I was 
convinced I had either removed the carrier 
and trunk, or worse, a back mudguard. 
When I finally found a flattish place to 
stop and investigate I could see no sign of 

Somewhere over the Rainbow
Words by Tony Haycock Photos Tony Haycock & Maggie Bennett

Bruce Miles, Model A Ford



Rule 8: ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Nominations for the Management Committee must be 
received in this office by 5pm 14th June 2008 accompanied 
by a current biography and photograph of the nominee and 
their association with the Club.
The biography shall contain the name, address and 
occupation of members nominated for each position.
Not less than 75 clear days before the Annual General 
Meeting the Management Committee shall cause notice 
to be given to all members intimating the date for closing 
nominations for the offices of:–
President

Club Captain – Northern Region
Club Captain – Southern Region
Secretary/Treasurer
Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee Chairman
Registrar 
Speed Steward
Three Other Members of the Management Committee
and shall invite nominations for such offices to be forwarded 
in writing to the Secretary/Treasurer to arrive not less 
than fifty-five clear days before the date appointed for 
the Annual General Meeting. Every such nomination to be 
signed by the Member nominated, their nominator and 

seconder. Only a Member who has served at least one 
year upon the Executive of the Club shall hold the Office 
of President. Members shall be eligible for election to the 
Management Committee if they shall have paid all monies 
due by them to the Club and have been financial Members 
of the Club for at least six months prior to nomination.  
If the number of candidates for the Management Committee 
exceeds the number of respective vacancies to be filled, an 
election shall take place.
Job descriptions may be obtained from the Branch Manual. 
Contact your Branch Secretary or National Office. 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held on Saturday, 9 August 2008 at  
Fahys Motor Inn, 1237 Cameron Road, Greerton, Tauranga, commencing at 9.00am. 

THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)
National Office: PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140. Telephone: 03 366 4461

MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 2007-2008
PRESENT OFFICERS:
President: G. Terrill
Club Captains– 
Northern Region: R. Knight (deceased) 
Southern Region: D. Ross
Hon. Secretary/Treasurer: J. Coomber
Registrar: R. Brayshaw
Speed Steward: F. Renwick
Beaded Wheels Chairman: K. Clarkson
Three other members of management committee: 
B. Ballantyne, T. Bartlett, D. Quarrie
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any damage, and was mystified as to the 
source, when Robin Ross from Greymouth 
pulled up alongside in his Buick to let 
me know that my back bumper makes 
a very good grader. At this stage I was 
pleased that I had turned down a couple of 
sporting post war cars which had wanted 
to come along, which if they had come, 
would still be there now!

The plan was to meet Gordy Routledge 
and a dozen cars from the Nelson Branch 
at the second of the two locked gates 
some time after midday. Due to the delay 
getting up the saddle, and the fact that the 
organiser had somewhat underestimated 

the time on the road to get through, by 
the time we got there, hunger had set in 
and they had headed toward Lake Rotoiti, 
the pre-arranged meeting place for lunch. 
When we finally got there at 2.30 pm for 
our own lunch, we had missed them again, 
this time by only ten minutes.

After an abortive attempt to take a back 
road on the way to our overnight stop at 
Murchison, we arrived in town just on dusk 
to the luxury of warm dry motel units. With 
the dozen Nelson cars in town as well as 
us, a very pleasant evening was had at the 
Commercial Hotel while outside a downpour 
of Biblical proportions continued.

Sunday morning and finally the rain has 
stopped. The Nelson crew joined in for a 
drive over the Maruia Saddle, which was a 
pleasant change with no rain. It was at this 
stage that the Keenan Sunbeam decided to 
revert to 0 cylinders, and took quite some 
persuading before it was restored back to 
the full compliment of 6.

Springs Junction was reached by 
lunchtime, and at this stage everyone went 
their own way – the West Coasters heading 
west, and everyone else making their way 
east after a very good weekend of proper 
Vintage motoring with proper Vintage cars.
 bw

Bottom of the Maruia Saddle

Pleasant morning tea stop, Lake Tennyson 

Austin, Buick and Chrysler, Rainbow StationJohn Fowler, Austin 7 Special
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It was in January of 2002 that I rang my parents back in 
Holland. As they were getting on in age I told them I wanted 
to visit them. My mother’s reply was “if you come in July you 

can drive the Germany Rally with dad because I have done it 10 
times and have had enough”.

But let me explain a few things first. In 1933, at the height of 
the Nazi power in Germany, the Germans organised a street-race, 
similar to the Mile Miglia in Italy. Really this was to show the rest 
of the world how good and reliable the German car industry was. 
Starting in Baden-Baden on 21 July 1933 competitors had to drive 
2000 km through Germany as fast as possible. The route was from 
Baden-Baden to Munich, Nurnberg, Berlin, Magdeburg, Cologne 
and back to Baden-Baden. An Opel came back first after 26 hours 
and 23 minutes.

As a street race the 2000 km through Germany was only held 
once more, in 1934, over a total length of 2195 km. Everybody 
who was some-one or something in the racing world was there, 
including factory teams. A total of 650 cars and 1088 motorbikes 
were on the starting line. All side streets were blocked off by some 
100,000 soldiers out of Mr. Hitler’s army. Unfortunately, on the 
finish line the first 10 places went to Fiat and this didn’t please the 
Nazis at all. So, no further 2000s.

In my mother’s side of the family petrol runs in the veins. Her 
granddad had the first car in the province they lived in. Her dad 
made it on to motor cross bikes and would later take up and develop 
the rally sport in the south of Holland. Her brother had been part 
of the Triumph factory team as co-driver of Maus Gatsonides in 
some big rallies in the late ‘50s. He is still driving the annual Tulip 

rally (27 times thus far I believe). I have been part of my nephew’s 
rally service team and have been to the Monte Carlo three times 
in the late ‘70s. Since my dad’s retirement in 1990 he has build up 
a steady collection of Opels, mostly pre-war.

It wasn’t till 1989 that through the efforts of Gunther Kron, 
who by the way has a Fiat Balilla like the ones that took the first 
places in 1934, the 2000 km was reborn. This time not as a race 
but more as a re-enactment of the event. Starting from Monchen-
Gladbach, still travelling in an anti-clockwise direction, 56 cars 
travelled in a week around Germany.

The event grew and in 1991 he put restrictions in place, limited 
entries to 200 cars and motorbikes and a minimum vehicle age 

2000 km through 
Germany
Words and Photos Jan Hendrix
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of 30 years. To attract older cars, bonus points were to be had for 
pre-war cars. 

At the start of the day and after lunch a short distance has 
to be driven in a given time. Say 25 meters in 9.50 seconds. If 
you achieve this you get 200 points, two seconds wrong, you get 
nothing. So every 100th of a second is one point loss. While 
travelling, the competitors visit cities along the route and collect 
stamps (normally in the city square) worth 50 points each. As 
well as this, along the traject you may visit a racing circuit like 
Hockenheim or the Nurnbergring where two laps have to be 
driven in the same time or at a set average speed. If you manage 
this within a second, again 200 points and here every second off, 
you lose 10 points. 

Competitors, or should that be participants, come to Monchen-
Gladbach on Saturday for briefing and a technical check, a sort 
of meet and greet, and for the final preparation. Start takes place 
Sunday morning from around 8 o’clock at 30 second intervals. The 
starting order is by car’s age. Oldest cars go first because of lower 
horsepower and speed. Normally some 400 km plus lay ahead that 
day. The navigation is almost too simple. A substantial route-book 
guides you from intersection to intersection, no Autobahn is used.

Every traffic light, mounted speed camera and tourist attrac-
tion is mentioned as well as city, place and street-names. At most 
check-points somebody from the organisation will tell the specta-
tors about you and or your car, while you collect your stamp and a 
goody bag with something from that area, drinks, food, pamphlets, 
pen etc.

At night everybody has dinner and sleeps in the same hotel. 
From that point of view there are obvious restrictions as to where 
this rally can visit, after all, 200 cars means 400 people plus some 
50 from the organisation. Even in Germany there aren’t too many 
places able to dine and sleep 450 people. Daily prize-giving is 

during dinner where the top five for that day are announced and 
the day winner gets a cup and a weekend stay in that hotel.

Normally on the Wednesday or Thursday evening there is an 
evening tour where the local old-timer friends can participate as 
well. It is during this evening that there is a real carnival atmos-
phere and although you have already driven say 350 km during 
the day, what happens here is not to be missed. You can drive 
through a narrow street where the spectators stop you, to clean 
your windows, offer a glass of wine, or just bow to the car, in 
appreciation.

As Mr. Kron describes it, this 2000 km event is like a rolling 
museum, but even better as some cars are one–offs or one of 
only a few made or still in existence. All in just about showroom 
condition, fit for Ellerslie’s winning circle.

This year a 1925 Buick Standard Six tourer was the oldest, 
followed by a 1929 Ford A Phaeton, 1930 Ford A coupe, 1930 
Opel 18B, 1930 Buick tourer, 1931 Cadillac V12, 1934 Hudson Big 
Six, 1935 Mercedes-Benz 200 cabriolet, 1935 BMW-Frazer Nash, 
1935 Bentley le Mans 4.5 special, Alvis Speed 20 4.3 special, 1936 
Aero 30 roadster, my dad’s 1937 Opel Super Six Sport Roadster 
and two 1937 BMW 328 roadsters.  There were more BMWs 
Mercedes, Buicks as well as XK 120s, 140s, Austin Healeys, Lancia, 
Borgwards, MG, Triumph, two touring busses, one other Opel and 
1 Setra. All in all some 170 cars this year.

Last year a 1914 Opel racing car took part and finished. Two 
years ago a 1935 straight 8 Alfa Romeo with blower, out of a 
museum in Rome and one of only three factory racers of this type 
ever built, took part. Rumour had it that 1 million euro wouldn’t 
buy you that car. Too many cars to mention really. 

As mentioned I went over for the first time in 2002. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the whole event and atmosphere amongst the old-timers 
so much that I now have several parked in the shed. When I left 
for New Zealand I told my dad “If I win lotto, I will be back next 
year”. Once back in NZ my wife said that I should go anyway as 
long as my dad could still drive and enjoy it. However, then in 
2003 I wanted to be competitive and not just be there for the tour. 
Arriving a few days early we did some training with the stopwatch, 
counting out loud and trying to find out what the secret was in 
driving these accurate times. During this year, and after some 
discussion, it was decided that I would try to see if I could do 
better times than dad. He said he couldn’t hear me count or say 
anything. Whilst driving myself I had the same experience, your 
concentration is so high that you don’t hear anything and are 
oblivious to the world. Remedy – the driver holds the stopwatch.

In these short distance timed trials you drive through a laser 
beam to start and again to finish. Straight away you can see your 

The trophy winning Opel. The competition.
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time on a big electronic board so you know what you have done, 
and how many points you have lost. Particularly when new to this 
game, for me this was in 2003, I was very disappointed when I 
would drive a bad time, the stopwatch would fly into the glove-box 
and it would take several stops before the atmosphere in the car 
was back to where it should be!

 But overall we had a good time, and our times steadily became 
better. If you manage to drive within 0.50 of a second the whole 
week you will find yourself in the top 20. Within 0.25 on a regular 
basis will see you in the top 10. In 16 years we only managed to 
drive the exact time once. You need a lot of luck to do that, and it 
might not happen at all during a rally. Mind you, all is just for fun 
as nothing is to be won, but the honour. 

In 2004 we managed a 14th spot overall. Especially on the 
racing circuits we didn’t lose too many points, but sometimes 
during the week we would fail to go within a second thus losing 
over 100 points.

Last year, on Friday morning we were classed sixth overall 
without bonus, but then the nerves got to me and two not very 
well driven re-starts saw us tumble a bit. In the end we made it 
into the top 10 with an eighth place.

This year, more or less indicated as being my dad’s last 2000, I 
had my mind set to try to win a day-trophy for him as he hadn’t 
won one of these in 15 previous rallies.

From the start I was very relaxed driving the timed stages. On 
Sunday we were 12th for the day. On Monday we managed 13th 
for the day and ended 6th overall.

Tuesday’s restart after the lunch was somewhat odd as the times-
board had blown over and wasn’t working. I pushed the stopwatch 
twice so didn’t know at all how we went. In the afternoon we 
visited the Sachsenring where in the last hairpin before the finish 
line a Porsche more or less cut us off and we had to make up three 
seconds. By putting his foot down dad managed to overtake the 
Porsche on the line and our time looked OK to me.

That night we were announced as best for that day. A big cup 
and a weekend arrangement in this hotel in Dresden richer. We 
rang home with the good news.

German competitor friends came to us to say that we now had 
to go for the overall win. Being not even half way I thought it to 
be a bit premature. Second overall that night. Who knows.

On Friday we were fourth for the day and still second overall. 
The car ahead of us was a Jaguar E-Type. Because of his age, 
he wouldn’t get 2% bonus like us and he was only 32 points in 
front. In third place was the 1930 Buick tourer, but he would get 
1% more bonus than us. As over the whole week you can total 
to around 7000 points, I could then calculate that I needed an 
extra 13 points on the Buick the next day to get overall first. In 
the morning I managed only eight of them. After lunch, I needed 
to be 0.05 of a second better. As he had to start earlier than us I 
wanted to see what he did so positioned myself where he could 
see me next to this short bit of road. If I would manage to upset 
his concentration it would be a bonus. 9.50 seconds was the target 
time, he drove 8.15. With a big smile on my face I walked back to 
our car and told my dad the good news. All we had to do was drive 
not too bad and make it back to the finish in Monchen-Gladbach. 
Our time was 9.85 and big yahoo filled the air. The finish line 
couldn’t come quick enough after that.

At the finish we were greeted by my mother and other family 
members with champagne and flowers. All finishers get a bronze 
plaque similar to the one handed out in the 1933/1934 episodes but 
with the swastika replaced by the German AA sign (the AvD).

This plaque has the route on it, the year and your start 
number.

The following morning, Sunday, is the official prize-giving and 
farewell dinner. There are probably about 100 cups to be handed 

over. If I just mention the ones we won, that will give a good 
indication what these are all for. 

Best in class Four, cars between 1937 and 1945, best Opel, 
furthest travelling competitor (NZ is a long way from Germany), 
dad with his 80 years was also the oldest competitor, best foreign 
(read non German) team, and first overall (including bonus).

To win this 19th edition of the 2000 km was something very 
special as it has never been won by non-Germans before and 
nobody has taken part in more 2000 kms than my dad.

The car we drive is similar to the ones used by the factory 
team in the original event and is the only one left in the world 
as far as is known. It is an Opel Roadster straight 6, 2.5, bodied 
by Auto Kuhn from Halle in the old East Germany. The car is 
pretty reliable. In the six years that I have been there, we have 
had one flat tyre, had to adjust the clutch once, brakes played up 
a bit last year, one shock-absorber broken off (finished the week 
on three shocks), and this year the gearbox leaked some oil. It is 
a two seater, the steering is quite light and it runs smooth and has 
comfortable seats, 55hp, a top speed of around 100kph and a three 
speed gearbox. 

In the beginning of the week dad said that he didn’t want to 
drive the 2000 again next year, but after prize-giving he wasn’t so 
sure anymore. So who knows?

You can read up on the 2000 km event on their website which 
displays all cars and gives a lot of info about this event. 
www.2000kmdurchdeutschland.de bw

Fine looking Bugatti.

Alfa Romeo.
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My real love for Jaguars began in 
my eighth year when I saw a 
magazine advertisement for the 

fabulous and futuristic (for the period), 
1949 Jaguar XK120. This was the only car 
for me! I thought its sensuous lines would 
capture my desire forever. Little did I dream 
that one day I would own one! 

My interest in Jaguars has never 
dwindled, Ron Roycroft and Jack Tutton 
racing their 120s at Wigram took care of 
that. Sometime later I saw a 1953 British 
Racing Green XK120 Roadster on wires 
complete with C type modifications, and 
about the same time Dame Ngaio Marsh’s 
magnificent black 120 Fixed-Head Coupe. 
From my point of view, there was no other 
car so appealing.

Of course, around this time the C Type 
Jaguar was capturing everyone’s imagina-
tion. To see Jack Tutton’s example in the 
flesh, confirmed all my anticipation of 
sheer beauty and style.

Soon the D Type was on everyone’s lips. 
Ron Gibbon’s car confirmed my opinion of 
its aggressive and powerful styling. Then 
came the E-type (the day I drove Ray 
Archibald’s Metallic Silver FHC provides 
me with one of my fondest memories), the 
3.8Mk11, the XJ13, the XJR9 to 15, the 
XJ220, and the XK8. How could anyone 
not admire the incredible sporting heritage 
of Jaguar?

My first drive of a Jaguar happened when 
I was 18 years old. I had been trying to buy 
a car with my mega saving, Model A Fords, 
Austin 7s, Morris 8s and the like in rather 
dilapidated states were in my budget. I did 
come across a light blue 1935 SS1 Airline 
Saloon in New Brighton, Christchurch, 
but I only had £50 to my name and the 
owner wanted £160. (Imagine if I had been 
able to acquire it and keep it!) Fortunately, 
my father became rather concerned at my 

antics, so offered to help me into a “more 
appropriate” vehicle. Good old Dad, I was 
off to see the owner of the SS Airline 
again, but the car had been sold. Next stop 
was the local car dealers, and what did I 
find? A magnificent white 1937 1½-litre 
SS drop-head, complete with red painted 
brake drums hiding behind the white 
painted wire wheels, and red upholstery, 
there was no question about it, this car 
would certainly pull the chicks! This was 
the car for me, and the dealer confirmed 
my feelings, unfortunately my Father did 
not! I finally wound up with a boring little 
1953 Standard 8!

It was to be another 39 years before I 
was to own my first Jaguar.

The Standard 8 was a boring little car 
but it took me everywhere, into remote 
mountain valleys and through rivers. It 
served me well and I only pranged it once, 
on the second day that I owned it! I must 
say that I was quite disappointed to see it 
again some years later, forlorn and dilapi-
dated in a paddock south of Timaru. We’d 
had a good relationship and the little car 
deserved a better fate.

An Austin A90 Atlantic replaced the 
Standard. This must have been Austin’s 
most under-rated car. Heaps of torque, 
and quite good cornering for its day, as 
demonstrated during an enthusiastic drive 
with Ian Dow’s 3.8 MkII Jaguar between 
Waimate and Timaru following the 
Waimate 50 car race in 1962. The Jaguar 
had top end performance of course, but 
for cornering and acceleration out of the 
corners, there wasn’t much between the 
two cars.

In 1963 my father purchased a brand 
new Jaguar 3.8 S. It was a beautiful car, 
finished in Golden Sand with red uphol-
stery and chromed wire wheels. He was 
very proud of this car and kept it in 

immaculate condition, until he replaced 
it with the newly launched Jaguar XJ6 in 
1968, this time in Emerald Green with 
tan upholstery, a spectacular car. Not long 
after this he took ill, so the car was only 
used occasionally. When he died nine 
years later it had only travelled 13,000 
miles! I would have liked to purchase it 
from his estate, but as I had a young family 
and a large mortgage at the time, it was 
out of the question. Someone else bought 
themselves a very good car.

1964 was my year. Through my aunt, 
who held overseas funds, I imported a red 
MG B Roadster (the first to be landed in 
the South Island), and I also met my wife 
to be. Was I in my element? – you bet! 
After some tinkering with her (the MG), 
I raced and rallied extensively over the 
next two years. In 1965, on the Aylesbury 
straight (near Ashburton), the car achieved 
a 16.8sec Standing Quarter Mile time, and 
a Flying Mile exit speed of 108 mph, fifth 
behind Ray Archibald’s metallic silver 3.8 
MkII (138mph I think), Ernie Sprague’s 
Zephyr MkIII, a Daimler SP250, and my 
good friend’s MGA 1600 Mk2 (111mph). 
He has never let me forget the occasion. At 
least I beat him in the Standing Quarter!

 In 1966 I married and the MG had 
to go. It was a miserable day when I said 
farewell to the car, but on the other hand 
a happy one, as I now had some money to 
start establishing our married life together. 
I’d had a lot of success with the MG and 
many fond memories, so in 1983 I traced 
the car with the hope of buying it back. 
Sadly, I just missed out, as it had been 
exported to Brisbane six months earlier.

Jaguars were always in my memory and 
I enthusiastically watched the company 
progress as my family grew up. In 1998 an 
advertisement for a Jaguar XK120 FHC 
located in the USA caught my eye, but 

RESTORATION OF A  
XK 20

– My First Real Jaguar
Words and Photos Roger Munns

I’ve owned many Jaguars over the years. 

My first was an SS100 by Dinky Toys, and 

I currently have 30 or so in my model 

collection. Like many Vintage Car Club 

members, I’ve always had a fascination 

with cars, and rarely went anywhere 

without a model car in my hand during 

my younger childhood. 

As purchased, May 1997
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discussions with the advertiser established 
that this was not the car for me. I described 
what I was looking for in a 120, and incred-
ibly the advertiser stated that he had exactly 
the car I wanted, loaded on a trailer behind 
his vehicle! It was on the way to its new 
New Zealand owner, and would I like to 
have a look at it? You bet, and I was out of 
the office and on my way to see the car. 

Yes, this was the car for me! There it 
was sitting in the driveway of its proud 
new owner, a beautiful 1953 Jaguar XK120 
Special Equipment Fixed Head Coupe, but 
it was now owned by another, Damn!

It was exactly what I wanted, complete 
and totally original except for the body 
paint work (currently a light metallic 
green, which looked smart, but in the 
engine compartment was its original colour 
– British Racing Green, ideal). In addition, 
it had biscuit-coloured upholstery, a perfect 
combination. 

The car was last registered in Hollywood 
in 1972, and had been stored there ever 
since. As a result, there were a few small 
dents in the front and rear bodywork, the 
chrome work showed minor pitting in a 
number of areas, the original wiring was 
pretty suspect, and the original uphol-
stery was quite dilapidated. Amazingly, the 
original Pirelli cross ply tyres remained 
inflated!

How could I own this magnificent car? 
Well of course, I couldn’t, so I enquired 
with the advertiser if he could obtain a 
similar one for me. “Not much hope.” he 
retorted, “Unrestored cars in that condition 
are very rare.” Damn, Damn. At least he 
agreed to keep an eye out for me.

So that was that – an enjoyable experi-
ence anyway.

About a month later, the advertiser 
rang me to advise that he had sold another 
XK120 to the owner, so that MY car was 

now available if I still wanted it. Wanted it, 
what an understatement! I was elated, ‘over 
the moon’ some would say! The car was 
going to be mine – incredible.

The next week was a nervous one for me. 
Could it really be true, was I going to own 
this beautiful car? I gathered my finances 
together, paid the advertiser, and looked 
forward to the delivery of MY Jaguar. Then 
came the distressing telephone call – the 
deal had collapsed. I was totally mortified, 
but there was little I could do, the car was 
not to be mine.

Life went on (miserably) for the next 
three or four months. I considered two 
other 120 Fixed Heads, one dismantled in 
Reno, Nevada, and one being restored in 
Wakefield (near Nelson), but neither of 
them attracted me. 

Then one day, I received a telephone 
call to say MY car was available again. 
Another nervous week followed (was this 
another ‘loose’ deal?), then one morning, 
there she was on a trailer at the bottom of 
my driveway.

What an exciting moment. I couldn’t 
wait to drive her.  

Well, yes, you could drive this beautiful 
car, but only just. The motor ran smoothly 
enough, but it had a rather worrying knock, 
so I was suspicious regarding the condition 
of the internals. The main problem with 
the car was that, apart from the hand 
brake, the brakes weren’t working. I ran 
the Jaguar carefully around the block on 
a number of occasions over the next few 
months, using the hand brake to stop, as 
I prepared for the car’s restoration. One 
of the real benefits of this Jaguar was its 
originality. She had only been driven and 
then stored, so she hadn’t been ‘fiddled 
with’, and apart from her dilapidated state 
and body colour, she was as she left Jaguar’s 
Browns Lane Coventry factory. 

On one of my ‘around the block’ jaunts 
the left rear of the car suddenly dropped. 
The next thing I saw was the rear wheel 
jumping the footpath and careering into 
a garden! Just as well I wasn’t doing 100 
km/h. On inspection of the car I found 
the back half of the rear mudguard, and 
the end of the spline damaged, while 
on recovery of the wheel, all the inner 
spokes were found to be bent. Why hadn’t 
I checked the knock-ons when I received 
the car? What an idiot! I discussed the 
incident with one of my friends a few 
days later and he stated that knock-ons 
don’t unwind, they wind up. “Check if they 
are on the right sides.” Sure enough, they 
were incorrectly mounted. Someone must 
have removed the axles at some stage and 
replaced them on the wrong sides! 

In August 1999 I commenced the 
restoration. The plan was for a total 
strip down to the last nut and bolt and 
a rebuild to complete the car as origi-
nally supplied. That is, no modifications 
of the standard specifications (this was a 
Special Equipment model anyway) except 
the transfer from left- to right-hand drive, 
the addition of 2-inch sand-cast SU carbu-
rettors and a little improvement to the 
breathing. I was determined to use all of 
the original parts, no modern nuts, hose 
clips, etc and no nickel plating of bolts that 
weren’t treated in that manner originally. 
To replicate the matt black effect on many 
of the bolts, I cleaned them and rubbed 
them in gunmetal blue.

The strip down was completed without 
any problems. The chassis was in excellent 
condition, complete in its original paint 
apart from a little surface rust in a couple 
of places. There were two minor rust areas 
in the body, one behind the right hand 
shut panel (very common in a Fixed-Head 
Coupé I believe), and one at the back left 

First day out under its own power, 11 December 2004.
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hand corner of the boot. I expected more to 
be revealed when the body was strip dipped 
but was pleased to discover the rest of the 
body to be in perfect condition, unlike 
a Ferrari Lusso that was being dipped at 
the same time! While this was going on, 
I purchased a new wiring loom, all new 
suspension and body rubbers, a new worm 
and cog kit to convert the steering box 
to right-hand drive, and one or two other 
items that needed replacing.

Once returned, the body was reunited 
with the chassis and sent to the bodybuilder 
to have the rust removed, the odd dent 
taken out, the firewall converted to right 
hand drive, and all the lead replaced. 

At this point the first of a couple of key 
decisions had to be made. XK120s were 
built with aluminium bonnets, doors and 
boots, hand-beaten over bucks, the latter 
two being attached to wooden frames. This 
meant that the doors never followed the 
line of the body perfectly and the door gaps 
varied somewhat. The issue was, should 
the doors be modified as practiced in most 
restorations or left in their original state? 
Being a stickler for originality, I choose the 
latter option.

Following this, the body and the chassis 
were separated again, the body receiving a 
couple of coats of etch-primer, while the 
chassis was sand blasted and painted.

The chassis re-build started in March 
2001, while the motor was sent to be 
re-conditioned. On strip down my earlier 
suspicions were confirmed. The head was 
in good condition but the bottom end of 
the motor was in a poor state and required 
rebuilding. At this stage I modernised a 
little by having some machining carried 
out so modern oil seals could be run at 
either end of the crankshaft. An inspec-
tion of the gearbox, differential and drive 
train confirmed these were in excellent 
condition and only required cleaning. 
The fuel tank was resealed internally and 
repainted, and the suspension and brakes 
repaired. As the chassis is set up for both 
left and right hand drive, the conversion 
is a relatively simple matter, except for the 
steering box. The LTSA advised me that 
only five operators were authorised to do 
this work in Auckland (as it turned out 
I chose the wrong one). The glove box 
conversion was also a little complex as it is 
covered in burr walnut veneer, so this task 
was given to a specialist. 

So far the restoration was progressing 
rather smoothly, but from this point a 
number of problems arose!

I had asked the painter who had 
completed my two racing cars to paint the 
Jaguar. His workmanship was excellent and 
I wanted a top paint job done on the car. 

He agreed, but kept missing the numerous 
start dates that we agreed to. This went on 
for almost two years before I finally came 
to the conclusion that he did not want the 
work. I wish he had come clean earlier, 
but as it turned out, I was better off in the 
end, as my new painter did a simply superb 
job. One of areas that created considerable 
discussion with my colleagues was the wire 
wheels. As this was an SE model it was 
built with them, but in reality few XK120s 
left the factory so equipped. The debate 
was, should they be painted body colour 
(as originally supplied), silver or chromed, 
many plugging for the latter. Of course, 
I went for the body colour for originally, 
and the more classic look this brings to 
the car. 

Once I received the converted steering 
box (which cost a huge amount to convert 
for a relatively simple process, in my 
opinion), I cleaned the aluminium casing, 
painted the steering shaft and stored it in 
readiness for mounting when the body was 
reunited with the chassis. This day was 
to be a milestone in the restoration but 
turned out to be an absolute disaster!

The day arrived. The beautifully 
painted body was to be reunited with the 
completed chassis. What an exciting day, 
and one that I had been looking forward 
to for a long time. A crew of the painters 

The interior May 1997. The completed interior, April 2005.

The engine bay, May 1997. The completed engine bay, December 2004.
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assembled, I positioned the steering shaft 
right through the firewall in readiness to 
draw it down into place when the body 
had been positioned, the body was lifted 
over the chassis, the back lowered first 
then the front, and there it was, perfectly 
in place, what a moment of sheer pleasure.

The body attaches to the chassis at 
twelve locating points, so I eagerly bolted 
these together — perfect. Then, when I 
drew the steering box down to its locating 
mount, it wouldn’t fit! What was wrong? 
I finally came to the conclusion that it 
had to be drawn down the opposite side 
of one of the body mounting brackets. 
This was not a simple task, as there was 
insufficient space for the steering box to 
pass between the body and the engine 
inlet manifold. There was only one answer 
— removal of the inlet manifold. This 
completed, including the removal of most 
of the manifold studs, I again drew the 
steering box down to the mount. This was 
not a simple task either, as there was very 
little room and I inevitably damaged the 
paintwork on the steering shaft as I tried 
to manoeuvre it. Finally it was next to 
the mount, but it still wouldn’t fit! How 
frustrating, what was wrong this time? I 
consulted the workshop manual and to 
my horror discovered that the steering 
box had been re-assembled for left hand 

positioning! So much for our LSTA expert! 
There was no alternative, the body had to 
come off again.

The mounting bolts were released, the 
team re-assembled, I climbed into the front 
wheel well to guide the steering shaft and 
the lift began. Suddenly someone stated 
that the body was jammed. The lift had 
been actioned the wrong way, the back 
before the front. As a result, the firewall 
was tilted forward and touched the rev 
counter drive that extends from the right 
camshaft. This removed a line of paint 
from the firewall, finally jamming and 
denting the heater box! The firewall had 
to be repaired and repainted again.

Once the steering shaft was free from 
the body, I took off with it to see the 
gentleman who had worked on it. On my 
way my annoyance grew, I was going to give 
him a piece of my mind, you bet I was! On 
my arrival I discovered that he had passed 
away about nine months earlier!

The chrome plating proved to be a real 
issue. All of the steel and brass work was 
beautifully completed by the plater, and 
looked first class, but the re-plating of the 
die-cast pieces turned out to be a disaster. 
The plater did advise me that he could 
not remove all traces of the pitting on the 
die cast items, but I assumed the chrome 
would be removed electrolyticaly, and not 

polished off. On return, all the features 
had been totally removed and the items 
ruined! Fortunately the inner window 
winder handles, and front and rear quarter 
light catches are shared with a Mk VII 
Jaguar, while the outer door handles can 
be found on the right hand door of a Mk 1 
Mini, so these were acquired and re-plated 
correctly by another plater. The inner door 
handles are unique to the 120 FHC, and 
had to be sourced from England, at some 
cost, I might add. 

The radiator was in good condition, but 
I had it checked and flushed out anyway. Its 
location is very prominent in the front of 
the engine bay so it had to look impressive. 
Accordingly, I spent many hours straight-
ening the honeycomb and removing the 
odd dent in the brass top and bottom 
of the radiator. Finally it was ready for 
painting. As the entire radiator is painted 
black, I screwed a bolt into the drain plug 
mounting so it could be hung, and painted 
it to perfection. I hung it in my garage 
above my Alfa Romeo, and went off for 
five day’s holiday while the paint had time 
to cure. On my return I was horrified to 
find the radiator lying on the floor! How 
was I to know that solder gradually moves 
under pressure? The drain plug mounting 
had given way, allowing the radiator to fall 
onto the boot of the Alfa, damaging both 

The chassis October 1999. The completed chassis, January 2003.

The striped body ready for repairs, November 1999. The painted body ready for attachment to the chassis, April 2004.
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it and the radiator top. It then rolled off 
the boot onto the concrete floor, damaging 
the bottom of the radiator. I had to start 
the repair process all over again. Well, they 
say you learn from experience!

The wiring loom took some sorting out. 
It’s comprised of fourteen sub looms, with 
the individual wires plugging together after 
travelling through various parts of the body 
and chassis. Fortunately I had taken an 
extensive range of photos of the car before 
disassembly with a particular focus on the 
loom, so with the help of a wiring diagram 
this was not a problem. The issue was that a 
number of differing wires were missing from 
a number of the looms, which meant that 
new wires had to be threaded through parts 
of the car, some of these being difficult to 
hide. All of these issues delayed the restora-
tion process.  

By October 1994, it was well advanced, 
requiring only the attachment of the rear 
mudguards, the renewing of the upholstery 
and a few minor items to complete. All 
seemed on target for the 2005 Ellerslie 
Intermarque Concours d’Elegance. 

The initial start-up was a milestone. 
As mentioned earlier, I fitted 2-inch H8 
sand-cast carburettors to the car, in true 
Jaguar C-type fashion. This had neces-
sitated a minor modification to the inlet 
manifold to open it to a 2-inch diameter, 
which had been carried out during the 
engine rebuild. Now was the time to 
adjust the float bowl levels, remove the 
spark plugs and turn the motor over until 
the oil pressure built. This achieved, the 
plugs were replaced and the moment of 
truth arrived. Hardly had the starter been 
pressed (it couldn’t have even turned a 
quarter of a revolution) and the engine 
burst into life, emitting a fantastically deep 
growl from the exhaust pipes, so typical of 
the XK motor. All systems were fine, just 

under 50psi oil pressure and 70° tempera-
ture reading, perfect. What a moment! 

The mudguards were attached and the 
car was ready to be low volume certified, 
vinned, warranted, and registered, a series 
of processes that she went through without 
any issue. At last she was ready for the 
road.

Thursday 11 November was an exciting 
day. It was the first day MY Jaguar left my 
garage under its own power. It was just a 
magic drive and I was thrilled with how 
well she ran. Not that we went very far 
together mind you, about two miles to 
photograph her and return.

All that was now left to achieve was 
a few minor items and the replacement 
of the upholstery. This was to prove a 
little issue as I had delayed my uphol-
sterer already on couple of occasions 
because of my trials and tribulations. 
As Christmas was approaching he was 
naturally extremely busy, but believed he 
could complete the work in time for the 
February Concours. To assist the achieve-
ment of our target, I offered to do the do 
the Vynide work, leaving the Heritage 
(Wilton) carpets, the English broadloom 
head lining, the moquette, and the leather 
work to my upholster. I don’t think he 
was too impressed with my workman-
ship, as I’m sure he re-did some of the 
Vynide work! At this point, another major 
decision had to be made. Was the leather-
work on the seats and transmission tunnel 
to be completed in the style that it had 
when the car left Jaguar’s Browns Lane 
factory, or should it be completed in a 
modern fully stretched-looking fashion? 
Obviously, with my desire for originality, 
the former was chosen, so the seats were 
re-upholstered around the original wooden 
frames using the original rubbers, webbing 
and kapok.

Shortly after Christmas I visited my 
upholsterer. He was obviously bogged 
under and well behind, but was confident 
of achieving the target, though it would 
be rushed. Rather than have this, I 
decided to forgo our target and focus 
on the forthcoming Jaguar XK140 50th 
Anniversary Rally, to be held in Tauranga 
in April, for the car’s first outing. The 
car was completed in April and on the 
22nd I headed off to Tauranga. As the car 
had only travelled about five miles in all 
and was therefore completely untested, I 
decided to ask my wife to follow in our 
Supra. The last thing I wanted was to 
break down in the middle of the Hauraki 
Plains. This turned out to be an unnec-
essary precaution, as the car ran like a 
charm during the entire trip. I was elated, 
and the howl emitting from the exhaust 
from 4,000rpm up was out of this world!

In truth, there was one issue that I 
must tell about. While travelling along 
the Hauraki Plains I came across a Land 
Rover towing a trailer full of roading 
shingle. Unfortunately some of this was 
escaping from the trailer onto the road, 
so I held well back. I chose my moment 
to pass, pulled well over to the wrong 
side of the road, and floored the Jaguar. 
Unbelievably, just as I approached the 
rear of the trailer, it hit a bump in the 
road and a quantity of shingle fell off, 
bounced off the road, hitting my car. I 
was devastated, why me? Fortunately, only 
three stone chips were evident on my 
arrival in Tauranga.

Well that’s my story. The car has 
travelled just on 600 miles now and has 
run perfectly all the way. Now I have 
some work ahead, to try to return it to its 
ex-factory condition, as expected by the 
Concours Judges.   bw
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A friend of mine who works for 
a WOF Testing Station in 
Christchurch told me he often 

comes across club vehicles that need a 
lighting endorsement. He is surprised how 
many VCC members are unaware lighting 
exemptions are part of the Vehicle Identity 
Card system. I told him that it has been 
explained in Beaded Wheels a number of 
times. Either our members don’t bother to 
read the explanation or they put it in the 
too-hard basket until it concerns them. He 
asked me to mention this in the FOMC 
report in the hope you may read it and 
take note.

When headlights don’t meet the 
required standard for modern vehicles 
his first recommendation is to have the 
lighting checked out — reflectors, focus, 
voltage drop etc, return for a re-check. We 
must all keep our vehicles up to the best 
standard possible near enough isn’t good 
enough. If your lights still won’t pass then 
you will need a lighting endorsement on 
your VIC.

If your vehicle left the factory with 
indicators and a stop light they must be 
fitted and in working order, but there were 
a number of vehicles manufactured after 
the date that the authorities expect them 
to have this equipment fitted even though 
they never had them when they left the 
factory (especially motorcycles). If this is 
the case you should get an exemption 
for these on your VIC lighting endorse-

ment so that your WOF inspector knows 
the facts. But don’t use this as an excuse 
for not repairing your stoplight or leaving 
your indicators off to make your vehicle 
look older that it really is – you will only 
fool people who don’t know what they are 
looking at in the first place.

I know there are owners that don’t want 
anything to do with a VIC. You don’t 
have to have one but you may have to 
fit indicators and stoplights and modern 
sealed beam headlights. The choice is 
yours. If you want to know more about 
VICs, lighting endorsements or exemp-
tions ask your branch secretary or inquire 
at the VCC National Office.

Another issue most of you won’t want 
to know about until it affects you is the 
Government’s commitment to intro-
ducing biofuel blends. The Government 
has a mandate that by the end of this 
year 0.53% of all fuel sold be biofuel 
increasing annually to 3.4% by 2012. The 
Government claims biofuel doesn’t pose a 
problem for most vehicles but they admit 
it does for all older vehicles with carburet-
tors.

Ethanol is hydroscopic (it absorbs 
moisture), 5% or more small amounts of 
moisture do no harm but at 3% or less the 
ethanol may coagulate and separate from 
the petrol and may block fuel systems. 
The Government says cars can run okay 
on blends under 3% yet no oil company 
will sell a blend under 5% because of 

the separation problems. Hence we have a 
problem. What the oil companies will sell 
is not compatible with the fleet – according 
to the Government’s own discussion paper. 
Another problem is that biofuel has a high 
solvent property and will cause fuel leaks 
from pumps, fuel lines and carburettors 
and if you have Petseal in your tank you 
many require a new tank, this could be 
expensive on a motorcycle.

It is proposed to make neat mineral 
fuel available for marine and recreational 
aviation use.

The VCC and FOMC along with a 
number of other motoring organisations 
including the NZ Automobile Assocation 
have requested that neat mineral fuel be 
made available nationwide for any vehicles 
not designed to run on biofuel. 

 bw

New Zealand 

Federation of Motoring Clubs

report from VCC rep  

Andrew McClintock

Contact Andrew on 03 338 4049
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If it wasn’t for someone with a belly full of enthusiasm and the 
constant pushing by others this event may well have never 
happened, but thank goodness it did. So much fun, laughter 

and adrenalin exuded in one day. John Stickney from the Nelson 
Branch had attended the Balcairn Trial two years ago and the 
rest is history. Even Earl Preston was reported to have shed a few 
tears (of laughter) and within days of the event put pen to paper 
extolling the virtues of this great event claiming it to be one of 
the best venues in the country, and having had a thoroughly 
wonderful experience, will be back again for more. 

I have been assured by John Stickney that the owners of the 
Happy Valley property enjoyed the experience and are happy to 
have us back again. One can only imagine how many Specials 
are currently under construction in the Nelson area by the green-
with-envy-spectators who will want to participate in the next 
Trial. Also by the time the Canterbury contingent arrived home 
and the news got out, just how many more will attend the Nelson 
Branch’s next Trial, we may be looking at having teams competing 
for a new trophy on an annual basis. 

To see a large number of Austin Seven Specials competing 
gladdened the heart of any Austin owner. Who knows Peter Henry 
in “Stevie One Door” may appear next time. What we do know is 
if any of the participants are short on adrenalin and enthusiasm 
Sue Dittmer may top it up – the look on her face and the sheer 
enjoyment she had, one couldn’t help but be pushed along by it. 
Great to see four women: Sue Dittmer, Barbara Ballie, Rose Preston 
and Allison Moores competing alongside their male counterparts 
and very successfully I might add. May the weather gods be kind to 
us again for next year’s Trial. See you at Happy Valley.  bw

List of Participants and their Results
   Points
1 John Ballie  Austin 7 111
2 Geoff Owen  Ford 10 Trials Car 103
3 Andrew Dittmer  Austin 7 101
4 Dick Anderson  Austin 7  88
5 John Mills  Trojan 84
6 John Stickney  Trojan  83
7 Barbara Ballie  Austin 7  83
8 Earl Preston  “The Duke of Marlborough” 82
9 John Stanley  Austin 7  80
10 John Fowler  Austin 7  78
11 Alan Braid  Austin 7  72
12 Sue Dittmer  Austin 7  70
13 Lindsay Wogan  Austin 7  69
14 Dave Stuart  Austin 7.  69
15 Rose Preston  “The Duke of Marlborough” 63
16 Alison Moores  Model A Ford  52
17 Ron Hebberd  Austin 7  52
18 Gordon Dacombe Citroen 2CV  42

The Ladies Prize went to Barbara Ballie, the Long Wheelbase to Alison Moores 
and the Short Wheelbase Prize was given to Geoff Owen. The overall winner 
was John Ballie.

The Nelson Branch Inaugural  

Happy Valley Trials   

Dave Stuart in his Austin Seven special “How did that Trojan get up there!”

Words by Pat Kennedy  
Photos Pat Kennedy & Brian Pratt

Barbara Ballie creating a splash in the A7 Special
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Getting Started
The following is an account by John Stickney on the history 

leading up to setting up the trials and on the event itself. 

“Two years ago I attended the Balcairn Trial and got filled 
with enthusiasm. The locals said that they would help us in any 
way possible and I came back to Nelson where over time we 
tried to find a suitable venue, and experienced no luck. When 
the farmer was willing the venue wasn’t suitable and when the 
venue was suitable the farmer was too scared of OSH.

With the help of a friend I went to see ‘Happy Valley’ which 
is on the outskirts of Nelson and is set up to hold such events. 
This seemed a perfect spot with varying landscape and the 
possibility of many sections within a small area. Everybody 
agreed and the event was organized with the help of Gordon 
Routledge and various Austineers.

I attended this year’s Balcairn Trial with the Trojan. 
Unfortunately, the car’s owner John Mills was ill and couldn’t 
make it and I didn’t really know what I was doing. I started off 
by puncturing a tyre on the trailer and the poor old Trojan 
didn’t like the freezing conditions, lacked power and I hadn’t 
come to terms with how hard one has to push on the band 
lever to prevent slip. It didn’t help that I was being taunted 
every step of the way by a certain Austineer. Then mercifully 
the petrol pipe dropped off the tank and my day was over.

John Mills was fit and virile for our Nelson event and the 
Trojan was warmed up and in a good mood. The start of the 
first section had a corner that was too sharp for the Trojan 
and so it was a failure at the beginning. More taunts for me 
and a gentleman said that Trojans obviously aren’t any good 
for trials. When I said that that was what they were best at, 
it sounded suitably humorous. We did quite well in the next 
section, but the best moment of the day for me was when John 
Mills was first away and cleared the hill. There was a gasp of 
shocked silence followed by applause. My taunter had by this 
stage become silent. For the rest of the day the Trojan always 
acquitted itself well.

At the last Balcairn I noticed that Andy Dittmer and John 
Ballie were both beaten by their wives. I saw how hard both of 
them tried this time, so hard in fact that John Ballie won the 
event outright.”

Overall winner John Ballie getting a helping hand out of the bog.

John Stickney heading for the high side as he buries the Trojan (Best Bog 
Down of the Day.)

Sue Dittmer in the A7 Special – thoroughly enjoying the day!Geoff Owen giving his Ford 10 Special a wash.
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1928 4.5 Litre

1926 3 Litre

Pictures supplied by

Bentleys On Tour

1929 4.5 Litre

1930 Speed Six

An impressive group of Vintage 

Bentleys were seen on parade at 

Ruapuna Raceway during the 

2008 Skope Classic

Members of the Bentley Drivers 

Club from the UK, USA, Australia & 

NZ enjoyed three weeks of summer 

motoring, touring the South Island 

in their WO vehicles.

1926 Speed Six
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THE DRIVERS 
By Tim Nevinson

HarperCollins Publishers

Price $49.99 Pages 224, hardback 

ISBN-10: 1 86950 693 6

Book review by Mark Dawber
This book is subtitled ‘A 

Celebration of New Zealand 
Motorsport’s Greatest’. It is the first of what the author proposes to be a 
series on the subject of New Zealand drivers (and motorcycle riders) and 
consists of a series of chapters on those drivers who have gained results 
overseas. Covered are drivers ranging from CWF Hamilton, who won three 
races in one day at the Brooklands Easter Meeting in 1930, to 16-year-old 
(in 2007) Dominic Storey whose career is just beginning.

It is unfortunate that this first edition of the book was not proof read as 
well as it might have been. There are numerous typos and occasional uses 
of the wrong version of a word – for example metal instead of mettle in one 
article – the wonders of Spellcheck, I suppose. Many of the drivers listed 
have had much written about them before so I began by looking in the 
index for the first name I didn’t recognise (Peter Hull) and found a typo on 
the first line of the chapter – not a good start. There are also some incon-
sistencies, which I found confusing. For example, in the story about Craig 
Baird, it said he was NZ Formula Ford champion in 1987-88 at age 15 but 
on the opposite page in the article about Paul Radisich, it says that Craig 
was among Paul’s competition in Formula Atlantic in 1983(?). There are 
several instances where a good story is recounted about a particular event 
but details of when or where it was are missing.

The book is a good read but don’t take it all at face value. Maybe wait 
for the second edition.

book review

1930 Rolls-Royce

1929 Speed Six

1924 3 Litre
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As a sequel to Wanganui’s Lake 
to Lake run in 2007, the fun 
and fellowhip continued as the 

Haycocks of Bulls took over the helm and 
became responsible for bringing this happy 
group of old vets together once again.

As usual, the weather was perfect and 
folks had a bit of difficulty recognising 
each other through sunglasses and various 
sized hats!

Setting out from the Motor Lodge in 
Bulls, the well spaced out vehicles headed 
off as follows
Tony Prebensen & Liz Jones 1903 Holley
Mike Perry 1904 Napoleon
Laurie & Wendy Cocker, 1906 Cadillac
Bob Pettigrew, 1908 Britton 
(passenger, P Knight)
Stan Corlett 1909 Metz
Allan & Pauline Rowe 1910 Ford Model T
Roy & Shirley Bhenton 1910 Alldays
Doug & Dianne Wilton 1910 Buick
Lachlan & Maureen Scott 1913 Ford Model T
Barry & Dorothy Thoms 1913 Ford Model T
Rod & Scarlett McKenzie 1913 Ford Model T
Wayne & Shona Richards 1913 Ford Model T
Len & Gladys Haycock 1916 Chevrolet
Peter & Shona Nightingale 1916 Maxwell
Ian & Fay Chamberlain 1917 Buick  
(passengers, E & H Boyd)
Don Dennis 1917 Buick
Bruce & Mary Leask 1918 Essex
Gavin Harris 1918 Ford Model T 
(passenger, P Wilton).

First came the back roads and then 
the town centre of Marton (18 cars drew 
much interest from the Saturday morning 
shopping) and then as the instruction 
sheets directed, with much care cross SH1 
and with much more care leave it. Just 
forget the highway idea altogether! Them 
thar’ hills and fields of Rangitikei were 
alive with the sound of “moo” sic and lots 
of corn to boot!

An interesting little stop came at 
Putorino Road where a wee church (St 
John’s Anglican by name) saw 37 pairs of 

feet trek in to the little old graveyard beside 
it. An amazing array of headstones told 
a lot of stories – from the wooden one of 
Arthur and Martha – to the family graves 
of second Bishop of Wellington Octavius 
Hadfield – the Allright family (who were 
hardly alright at all – their children dying 
at 11, 12 and 14 respectively) … circa. 1830 
onwards.

Soon after this came the lunchstop. 
What a delight! Rathomy Gardens with 
its acres of lawns, lakes and flowers was a 
magnificent setting for a picnic. It soon 

“Bulls to Bulls”
VETERAN RALLY 2008
Words & Photos Fay Chamberlain

“It’s her first rally” (Nightingale’s 1916 Maxwell) at Bulls.

“Allday” in the Rangitikei! Roy and Shirley Benton.
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CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D. 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707

became very apparent that ladies were 
better at following instructions than men 
“suggest look around garden” said instruc-
tions. About an hour later, it was “suggest 
look around garden for ladies” horns were 
blown (as only Veterans can) and the 
response was 100%!

The afternoon was also a very pleasant 
meander, crossing the highway at 
Hunterville, on to Onga and Mangahoe 
Roads looking out for wild turkeys, 
peacocks and sulphur crested cockatoos 
(lovely scenery, but none of the above 
sighted.) Then it was left into the Turakina 
Valley (well, you have to have a LITTLE 
bit of gravel, eh?) and through Marton 
back roads to the home of our hosts, Len 
and Gladys. Great stuff!

After a little relaxing time it was a 
delicious roast meal at the Motel’s Café. 
All cars made the trip successfully but 
the 1903 Holley shall remain ‘hornless’ 
meantime (roadside kill by a passing 
truck!) The saga’s not over yet.

Watch for next year’s writeup! bw

‘A very grave sight’ St John’s Anglican church.

Some of the lineup

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & MOTOR MOWERS

 FIVE DAY DELIVERY
PROMPT SERVICE ASSURED

20% DISCOUNT
ON MENTIONING THIS AD

PISTON RINGS

OPEN SATURDAY 
MORNING - 8.30-12.30

CUSTOM BUILT PISTON RINGS

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston  
rings contact:

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS LTD.
PH: 09 579 7219 / 579 8788

918 Gt South Road, Penrose,
P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland

Flathead & Customline
Specialist

SHOWROOM
Old Mill Building, 2 Hyde Street,

Kati Kati 3063
Phone: 07 549 4211

Fax 07 549 2000
Specialising in new and rebuilt early 

Ford V8 Parts & Accessories.
Hours 9-5 Weekdays 
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A cursory look at this bike will have the unknowing 
assuminFg all sorts of heritage. Many years ago the owner, 
that well known Canterbury Branch motorcyclist Bob 

Bruce, decided to freshen the bike up with a paint job on the tank. 
A degree of mischievousness and perhaps some nostalgia for the 
Otago Branch premier motorcycle rally for many years now, the 
Dunvegan, prompted him to rename the bike after this rally. 

The story goes that the first time out with the newly painted 
tank an aged ex-motorcyclist was looking over the bikes on display 
and as he stood and gazed at the bike he advised Bob “I used to 
have one of those Dunvegan’s when I was young….” As, to the 
best of our knowledge, no Dunvegan motorcycles have ever existed 

we can only assume that his memories had tricked him – nonethe-
less this has added to the legend of this bike.

Bob has known this bike since his high school days but didn’t 
become the owner until 1970 and the fact that he has owned 
it so long attests to its charms. Bob didn’t have this bike at the 
most recent Dunvegan, in October 2007, but he was there on 
his Velocette as was I on one of my bikes. During this event Bob 
offered me the opportunity to take the Ariel on the forthcoming 
Canterbury Branch Girder Fork Rally. I jumped at the chance to 
experience this wonderful old bike, although with some trepida-
tion as I had never ridden a hand gear-change machine before (as 
far as I can remember!). 

BEHIND THE WHEEL

Words & Photos Kevin Clarkson

I used to have one of those…
1929 ARIEL 600 SLOPER
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Pick up time soon came around and after a quick introduction 
I found that starting was relatively easy, most of the time, and 
a matter of setting things up correctly as is required of old kick-
start singles. Once started the side valve engine could be made to 
thump away at a very slow engine speed by retarding the ignition 
and it felt as though it would plonk away all day. One of its attrac-
tions was the relative quietness of the engine when idling and 
even the exhaust note was no more than an extremely healthy 
muffled explosion.

Once riding down the road I found the hand change no problem 
at all and was soon swapping gears through the four-speed box as 
and when required without thinking about it. The clutch was a 
delight and was as light and easy to use as any you would find on 
a modern bike. The brakes worked very well for a machine of this 
age. It was equipped with the normal front brake but unusually, had 
one pedal each side of the motor, either of which would apply the 
rear brake. I’m not sure if this was a standard feature for this model, 
or whether an extra brake pedal had been fitted later.

Under way on the open road this bike seemed to have no vices. 
It handled the hills, up and down, with aplomb and when the road 
was winding it just seemed to go around the corners without any 
bidding. It is very comfortable to ride with no vibration and forever 
willing and able to cruise all day at around 50 – 55 mph. We even 
found some very strong gusty winds on the circuitous route we took 
to Akaroa and these posed no problem at all and it remained easy 
to maintain your line.

This is a great bike even today and the purchaser of a new one 
in 1929 would have been very pleased with his choice of machine 
as he enjoyed the reliability and go-anywhere ability of this 
machine. bw

Ariel is better known for their Square Four models and also 
their competition OHV vertical singles but they also made many 
other models of competent and value-for-money road bikes.  
They, and other manufacturers, followed the fad of forward 
sloping motors, as this one is, during the late twenties before 
reverting back to vertical barrels. The first Ariel motorcycle was 
produced around 1902 and the company continued, with a few 
changes, until after WWII when BSA took over financial control. 
The last four stroke Ariel was made in 1959 and some two 
stroke models kept the factory going for a little longer.
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This year’s Gold Medal Motorcycle 
Trial was deemed to be a little 
special – marking 25 years since 

its inception, and so it was decided that 
this event would retrace the route of the 
inaugural trial.  Research was carried out 
as to who were involved with the inaugural 
trial and an entry form and invitation was 
extended to those persons, as well as other 
motorcycle enthusiasts throughout the 
country. This effort resulted in a record 
entry of 44 competitors of which seven 
eventually pulled out due to mechanical 
problems or other commitments. 

Having gathered at the Clareville 
Clubrooms at 9am for morning tea on 
Saturday 1st and being welcomed and 
given their instruction sheets, the first bike 
set off at 10am, the route taking riders 

out east through 
some hilly country 
which included 15km 
of shingle road. The 
majority of riders 
managed to stay 
upright on the newly 
metalled section with 
one or two hitting the 
dust – fortunately with 
no injuries, and ended 
with a lunch stop at 

Camp Anderson in Riversdale where a 
welcome biker’s lunch was provided by the 
Camp Managers. 

The start of the afternoon section 
commenced one hour after arriving at 
Camp Anderson taking them via the main 
road to Masterton and through back roads 
to Clareville, finishing the run at approxi-
mately 3pm with a well earned cuppa, eats 
and time for a yarn or two.

The prizegiving was held in the Turley 
Lounge in the Masterton Cosmopolitan 
Club. After dinner guest speaker, Cameron 
Shaw of Masterton, gave a very interesting 
and humorous talk and slide show on a trip 
that he and five other motorcycle enthusi-
asts had done earlier in the year through 
Afghanistan and China on modern bikes. 
This was followed by the most important 
part of the weekend – the prize-giving. 

On Sunday 2nd, entrants gathered once 
again at the Clareville complex and took 
part in a poker run which took approxi-
mately one hour around the township of 
Carterton, ending back at the complex for 
a barbeque lunch and farewells.

The whole event was held in brilliant 
weather and all participants left with 
happy hearts, many stating that it was a 
first class weekend. Thank you to all who 
helped in any way with this rally and  
a special thanks to the entrants —  
without them, this and other club events 
would not happen. bw

WAIRARAPA BRANCH 12 DECEMBER, 2007

Gold Medal
Motorcycle Trial
Words Kevin Hickland

Glen Bull presenting Graeme Reidy with the KL Bull Memorial Shield

RESULTS
Vintage Motorcycle Ken Campbell Trophy
David Gwynn, Upper Hutt
PWV Motorcycle
Marlboro Challenge Trophy 
John Viner, Waikanae
PV Motorcycle Norge Challenge Trophy
Peter Simpson, Lower Hutt
Side Car George Light Trophy
Barry Wells, Masterton
K L Bull Memorial Shield
Graeme Reidy, Masterton
Gold Medal Recipients:
Barry Wells
John Viner
Will Holmes, Greytown
Peter Simpson 
Glen Bull, Masterton
Silver Medal Recipients:
Wally & Rosalene Hunt
Bruce Davidson, New Plymouth
Rodney Briggs, New Plymouth
Ian Street, New Plymouth
David Gwynne, Upper Hutt
Bronze Medal Recipients:
Bruce Hill, Masterton
Norm Hill, Wellington
Willis St Clair, Masterton
Willy Wood, New Plymouth
Neville Warren, Masterton
Furtherest Travelled:
Paul Whitehead, Katikati
Most Rallies Attended: Bruce Hill
Lost No Points Overall: Peter SimpsonBarry Wells – Best 

Performance Sidecar

Marking 25 years since the foundation of the Wairarapa Branch
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Biofuels 
A club member recently wrote to the 

Management Committee enquiring as 
to whether or not we should be encour-
aging our members to change over to using 
biofuels rather than petroleum-based fuels, 
and whether or not there is any advantage to 
be gained from the VCC becoming involved 
in the Government’s forthcoming Emissions 
Trading Scheme, dealing with carbon credits 
to offset greenhouse gas emissions. 

Biofuels is a generic term for fuels that 
are made up of a renewable material of 
plant or animal origin as a partial substi-
tute for fossil or mineral fuel, typically 
bioethanol or biodiesel. Biofuels have the 
major advantage of not contributing to 
overall greenhouse gas emissions when 
used. Bioethanol is a renewable fuel, 
currently made by fermenting and distilling 
products containing sugars and starches. 
In New Zealand, bioethanol is currently 
made from dairy by-products. Gull Force 
10 is New Zealand’s first biofuel, and is 
a blend of 10% locally produced bioeth-
anol and high-octane premium petrol. A 
10% blend is the maximum level currently 
allowed. Because biofuel contains bioeth-
anol it burns more cleanly and reduces the 
amount of carbon dioxide (greenhouse gas 
emissions) produced by a vehicle. A slight 
difference may be noted in the economy 
of the vehicle, possibly an improvement 

or possibly a deterioration. Overall energy 
difference will be minor. The bio-ethanol 
in biofuel maintains slightly less energy 
than petrol, but it contains more oxygen 
so the fuel burns better. 

Government proposals 
The Government is developing and 

introducing a “biofuels sales obligation” for 
the sale and use of biofuel blends in New 
Zealand. The aim is to ensure that oil 
companies selling petrol or diesel must also 
sell a small amount of biofuels. The reason 
for this is that the Government is committed 
to the use of renewable transport fuels to 
reduce the environmental impact of the use 
of fossil fuels, and to reduce New Zealand’s 
dependence on imported transport fuels. 
Despite having had an indicative renewable 
transport fuel target for three years, and the 
price of oil currently being high enough 
for biofuels to be cost competitive, there 
are still no transport biofuels being used 
in commercial quantities in New Zealand. 
It is clear that market forces alone are 
not enough to encourage the supply and 
use of biofuels, therefore the Ministry of 
Economic Development is developing new 
legislation that will implement the biofuel 
sales obligation. The biofuel component of 
any fuel would be exempt from a carbon 
tax or a similar tax because the fuel is made 
from renewable resources. Bioethanol/

petrol blends would likely replace either 
regular or premium petrol on service station 
forecourts, and biodiesel-diesel blends would 
likely replace diesel, but this is a decision for 
producers and retailers to make.

Biofuel Compatible Cars 
The New Zealand Automobile 

Association (AA) Technical Services staff 
have stated that only vehicles that were 
sold new in New Zealand since about 2000 
are suited to using biofuel, and vehicles 
fitted with carburettors are highly unlikely 
to be able to use it. The AA has compiled 
its list of biofuel-compatible vehicles from 
information supplied by the Motor Industry 
Association (MIA), with heed to manufac-
turers’ recommendations. Furthermore, the 
AA advises that biofuel/s are not suitable 
for vehicles constructed up to 2000 and 
even beyond for several reasons: 

1.  Biofuel utilises more oxygen, which 
leans up the fuel mixture. 

2.  The octane rating of biofuels is 
boosted, making it unsatisfactory for 
older vehicles. 

3.  Biofuel takes on moisture (water) that 
may be present in the petrol tank and 
transports it to the carburettor. 

4.  Frequent fuel filter replacement is 
necessary (or recommended). 

Fueling the Debate 
or Debating the Fuel!

Information On Biofuels ... Offsetting Our Gas Emissions 
Words Tony Bartlett, VCCNZ Management Committee
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The AA recommends that vehicles 
that are compatible with biofuel have their 
fuel tanks fully emptied and fully replen-
ished at regular intervals. The Ministry of 
Transport has assured the New Zealand 
public that modifications are not necessary 
for petrol or diesel vehicles using low-level 
biofuel blends. Petrol engines tuned 
correctly for use on ordinary petrol would 
normally not exhibit any problems with 
using bioethanol-petrol blends of up to 3% 
ethanol. Diesel engines tuned correctly 
and regularly serviced would not normally 
exhibit any problems with using biodiesel 
blends of up to 5%. Most modern vehicles 
are compatible with higher biofuel blend 
levels. 

To summarise, the advice obtained 
by the VCC’s Management Committee 
supports the view that promotion of the 
use of biofuels amongst members of the 
VCC of NZ is not viable with respect 
to the vast majority of vehicles that are 
currently club eligible. 

Carbon Credits (The Kyoto 
protocol) 

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol represented 
an acceptance that climate change is 
damaging the world, and was caused 
by human activity such as burning 
fossil fuels and forests. New Zealand is 
a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol, which 
aims to reduce global greenhouse gas 
emissions by 5% over the first commitment 
period, 2008-2012. New Zealand’s green-
house gas emissions rose by 21.3% between 
1990 and 1995 and are continuing to rise. 
New Zealand will only meet its commit-
ment under the Kyoto Protocol if there are 
significant reductions in these emissions. 
A new global report indicates that serious 
damage to the environment is inevitable, 
regardless of worldwide efforts to reduce 
the impact. There is unlikely to be any 
noticeable climate effect from reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions until at least 
2040. The choice appears to be between a 
future with a damaged world and a future 
with a severely damaged world. Whereas 
we were not so long ago talking about how 
our children and grandchildren would be 
affected by climate change, we are now 
looking at the impact in our own lifetime. 

The Draft New Zealand Energy 
Strategy

In December 2006, the Government 
released the Draft New Zealand Energy 
Strategy, acknowledging that many of 
the greenhouse gas emissions that cause 
climate change are generated in the energy 
sector. The Energy Minister said that New 
Zealand’s abundant sources of renewable 

energy mean that the country is already 
a leader in sustainable energy and can 
advance towards carbon neutrality. “New 
Zealanders are renowned for their ability 
to develop resourceful, innovative and 
pioneering solutions. All New Zealanders 
have a stake in where our energy comes 
from, how we use it, and the impact our 
energy choices have on the world around 
us.” 

A chart in the draft strategy shows that 
it is envisaged that the greatest reduction 
in carbon emissions could be achieved by 
fuel-switching from fossil fuels to biofuels. 
The draft strategy indicates that such a 
switch could feasibly reduce the percentage 
of imported oil as part of the total primary 
energy supply from 35% in 2005 to 28% in 
2030. The strategy proposes four priority 
areas for action, one of these being to 

improve the fuel efficiency of vehicles on 
New Zealand’s roads. It acknowledges that 
the uptake of the use of biofuels would 
be constrained by the composition and 
turnover of the New Zealand vehicle fleet.

Any contribution that VCC members 
could make towards this goal with respect 
to use of their club eligible vehicles is 
likely to be negligible because of the 
incompatibility of these vehicles with 
the current biofuels. Interestingly, a club 
member recently expressed the view that 
it may be time to consider phasing out 
the use of our club vehicles on the road, 
but that idea is not compatible with the 
objects of our club. One noteworthy fact 
is that the total number of VCC vehicles 
together with similar vehicles in other 
clubs constitutes only a very small part of 
the total vehicle registry in New Zealand. 
Nevertheless, the strategy states that the 
Government will consider measures to 
improve the fuel efficiency of vehicles on 
our roads, including restricting the import 
of “less efficient vehicles”. Depending on 
the criteria proposed, that measure could 
impact on the import of club eligible 
vehicles at some time in the future. 

Paying for our Carbon Emissions 
Climate change is seen as one of the 

most important global issues facing New 

Zealand. “Different sectors of the economy 
will have to reduce their pollution levels 
over the next seven years or pay a price”, 
the Government said in announcing its 
policy to combat global warming. Capping 
greenhouse gas emissions would be a signif-
icant part of the plan, with a price being 
placed on these emissions to encourage 
businesses and households to become more 
energy efficient. The first noticeable effect 
for our members may come when liquid 
fossil fuels come into the regime in 2009, 
pushing up petrol prices. The target was to 
cut transport emissions in half by 2040. 

The Emissions Trading Scheme 
In September 2007, the New Zealand 

Government released a series of Factsheets 
on a proposed Emissions Trading Scheme 
that is to be introduced, noting wide 

support for such a scheme as the primary 
means for managing New Zealand’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. Submissions 
received indicated that such a scheme 
was seen as offering the most flexible, 
effective, fairest and least-cost option for 
reducing New Zealand’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. It was also the most preferred 
of the options compared with a carbon 
tax or regulations. The passage of core 
legislation is scheduled for 2008. 

Emissions trading will mean an 
increase in the cost of products that 
cause greenhouse gas emissions, such as 
petrol and electricity. The Government is 
engaging with businesses, industry sectors 
and the wider community on how to make 
the scheme as fair and effective as possible 
for everyone. The scheme will cover 
emissions of the following six greenhouse 
gases; carbon dioxide (CO2, methane 
(CH), nitrous oxide (N20), hydrofluoro-
carbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), 
and sulphur hexafluoride (SF). These are 
the greenhouse gases covered by the Kyoto 
Protocol. Activities that cause or contribute 
directly or indirectly to emissions will be 
defined within the scheme. The scheme 
will involve ‘emission units’ which people 
carrying out these activities will be able 
to buy and sell. They will ultimately 
have to surrender a sufficient number of 
units to cover their emissions. To reduce 
compliance costs, the participants will not 
necessarily align with the actual point of 
emission. For example, with regard to fossil 
fuels (petrol and diesel), the oil companies 
will be the participants, not the motorists 
burning the fuel. Costs, however, will be 
passed on to motorists by way of petrol 
price increases. As stated earlier, liquid 
fossil fuels (petrol and diesel) become part 
of the trading scheme on 1 January 2009. 
Assuming a price for emissions of $15 per 

Emissions trading will mean an 

increase in the cost of products that 

cause greenhouse gas emissions, 

such as petrol and electricity. 

Fueling the Debate or Debating the Fuel!



 Beaded Wheels 33

The organising committee have 
retained Mr Gordon Rongonui QSM, 
to be our adviser in Maori protocol and 
issues that may impact on the Vero 2012 
Rally. Following his advice the rally logo 
was given to Mr John Maihi the Cultural 
Advisor to the Wanganui District Council 
and in turn Professor Anatipa Morvin 
Simon who have named our Logo –

“No Muri Pukenga Ko Mua Pua Wai” – 
which translated means “From Yesterdays 
resources burgeons tomorrows future”

I believe that this endorsement now 
enhances a stunning Rally Logo.

RALLY DATES
At the time that this issue goes to 

print the venue contracts should be in 
place and the dates will centre around the 
Wellington Anniversary Weekend. These 
dates will be the 17th to the 27th January 
2012.

OPEN DAY CONVENOR PROFILE
Making our 

Public Day 
“Truly a day to 
remember” is 
the task that Ian 
C h a m b e r l a i n 
has been given 
on the organ-
ising committee. 
Although Ian 
was born in the 
Hutt Valley he 
was raised and 
educated in 
Wanganui and 
has never left. 

Completing his apprenticeship as a panel 
beater for the late Bert Tonks he ended 
up owing and operating his own panel 
beating business from 1981 to the current 
day. After restoring a 1954 Mark 1 Zephyr 

tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent, fuel 
prices would likely rise by around four 
cents per litre. 

The government is proposing to 
promote a raft of initiatives to focus 
the minds of the consumer on energy 
(including fuel) efficiency. The two major 
sustainability projects of the Ministry 
of Transport’s Environment Group over 
the next 12 months involve “biofuels” 
and “harmful vehicle emissions”. With 
regard to the latter, the Ministry intends 
to “progressively develop regulatory and 
policy frameworks, including rules, …
for reducing emissions from the current 
vehicle fleet”, and “to scope improve-
ments to the Motor Vehicle Register with 
regards to emissions information”. As the 
Government focuses on these initiatives, 
the spotlight may tend to fall more and 
more on the use of vehicles for pleasure 
rather than need, especially those that 
may have less fuel-efficient technology 
than others, and those not suited to using 
biofuels. Potentially, the VCC fleet and 
the activities of VCC members could 
come under more regular scrutiny from 
interested parties and the public. Already, 
the likely impact on fuel prices is being 
regularly publicised in the media.

Carbon Neutrality (Offsetting 
Carbon Emissions) 

To be carbon neutral is to offset 
environmental damage with constructive 
action. There are various schemes that 
VCC could choose to investigate so that 
our vehicle emissions are fully or partially 
offset. Already, the Director for the 2012 
International Rally has made approaches 
to various agendas about initiatives that 
members could become involved in so 
as to mitigate the “downside” (if that is 
the appropriate term for it) of motoring 
their vehicles. Especially because the use 
of biofuels is not currently a viable option. 
We may be able to better position ourselves 
in case popular opinion becomes condi-
tioned against us in some way, perhaps 
in the not too distant future. It could be 
extremely prudent to identify the issues 
and formulate a policy or strategy. 

The CarboNZero Footprint 
Calculator

The Landcare Research carboNZero 
website indudes a calculator that can be 
used to work out the cost of attendance 
and participation in an event, say for 
instance an Easter Rally. Typically, the 
cost of attendance at such a rally, in terms 
of carbon emissions, would seem to be 
$33.75. bw

Vero Rally 2012
An International Rally in Wanganui, N.Z.

Organised by the Vintage Car Club of N.Z. Inc.

PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4543, New Zealand
Email: info@rally2012.co.nz  www.verorally2012.co.nz

No Muri Pukenga Ko Mua Pua Wai

Ian Chamberlain,  
rally committee and open 
day convenor

convertible located in a flooded boatshed 
in Kawhia he joined the Wanganui Branch 
of the Vintage Car Club in 1984. Realising 
that his car did not appear old enough he 
went on to restore a 1917 Buick Tourer 
and then a 1906 single cylinder Reo. As 
an active member of the movement he is 
very well supported by his wife Fay who 
has also been a joint member of the Club 
since 1995. Retirement is not a word heard 
in the Chamberlain household and he is 
still today advising, helping and assisting 
in restoring Vintage vehicles. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES
We have located two interesting electric 

vehicles but we are still looking for at least 
two others. If you know of anyone with 
one or is considering restoring one could 
you let us know so that we can follow up 
with the owners.

Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ

Rally Director

RALLY UPDATE 2

Aerial view of part of the public day display Vero 
VCCNZ Diamond Jubilee Rally.



,
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It was an 8am start as the route, we were told, would be long and 
tricky. We were second car away, of a complement of 75, and 
within a half mile we reached the first check point and gladly 

received the marshals felt pen tick, and a boost to our confidence. 
Later we found out that only 15 vehicles found this check point! A 
silent check proved, we thought, we were on the right path, but alas 
those two Vintage cars coming towards us on Apata Station Road 
had followed the exact written instructions to pick up the correct 
silent check. We answered most questions but the “horse and the 
cream can” avoided us and most others. In Waihi a few questions 
and the kangaroo stumped us even though we retraced our route 
on several occasions. Morning tea at the Victoria Hall, Waikino 
was a welcome break, after a lengthy but not too taxing section.

The next stage required significant thought to define the 
correct route, with multiple choices of various “royal” street 
names, some that could be used only once, others only with a right 
turn to enter them. It all fitted together even though we and many 
entrants did that portion several times. Back in the country area 
and more straight forward instructions, we made up lost time but 
arrived at a Matahui School for a very late lunch, with a Tail End 
Charlie right behind us. The Rally was not timed, hence we chose 
to redo bits here and there, nor was there any straight line naviga-
tion, but nevertheless still demanding. It was, when analysed, a 
matter of following the main and subsidiary instructions to the 
letter, and of course applying the Straight Ahead rule.

After lunch it was a more direct route back along SH2, then up 
Wairoa Road with a trick or two for the unwary navigator, and a 
dozen photographs that needed to be identified in order of travel. 
These scenes were all in no exit roads so we weren’t guilty of 
holding up ordinary traffic. Many locals including ourselves used 
our local knowledge and immediately got off course and missed a 
few photo spots.

While the set route covered 130 miles, we did quite a few more 
miles than that, so the sight of the Clubrooms were a great relief 
at 4 o’clock that afternoon. Full credit to our Club Captain Rod 
McCallum and assistant Alan Watson for a meticulously planned 
route that really did test the mettle. The BOP Branch was well 
supported by Auckland, North Shore, Waikato, Eastern BOP, 
Rotorua, Wanganui, Gisborne and Hawke’s Bay Branches, and 
33 from our own branch. P60V formed the biggest class of 24, 
followed by 21 in the Vintage category. 

We met at the Armitage Hotel for a meal and prizegiving. 
The out-of-towners took most of the prizes, which proves that 
local knowledge is dangerous and that reading every single word 
in the instructions is essential. The overall winners were Steve 
and Tracey Winterbottom and family, of Auckland, driving a 
1928 Sunbeam Tourer. Second place went to Wayne and Carrie 
Roberts from the North Shore Branch in a 1956 Chevrolet, and 
third was awarded to Roger and Val Ball of Auckland with the 
ubiquitous Ford Model A. The winner of the PV class was Bob 
and Debbie Ballantyne of North Shore in a 1935 Auburn with Alf 
and Rosemary Williams of Auckland Branch topping the P60V 
class driving an 1964 MG Roadster. The Commercial Section was 
won by Walter and Alison McFarland of Eastern Bay of Plenty in 
a 1928 Chevrolet ute. Our congratulations to the Winterbottom 
family who lost just 225 points and were 500 points ahead of the 
next place winner, a most creditable performance.

On Monday morning many returned to the clubrooms before 
heading back to their home towns after what can only be described 
as a most enjoyable weekend rally. My thanks to all who helped 
put the weekend together and also to Southern Cross Building 
Society our main sponsor and all other sponsors. A most fitting 
way to celebrate the Branch’s 50th Anniversary year bw .

ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND RALLY
Celebrating 50 Years of Bay of Plenty Style – 28 January 2008
Words Ron and Kerry Elton Photos John Lucas

Jack and Jenni Hoven in their 1918 Studebaker, the oldest and only Veteran 
car on the rally, greet the final marshal.

John Cooke of Auckland Branch with the final marshal in his 1932 Wolesley 
Hornet.

Chris Railton, either coincidently (or is it by design) 
owns and drives a very desirable Railton Tourer.

Bruce and Lynne Hutchinson depart from the 
clubrooms in their 1936 SS Jaguar.

Les and Jan Jeffrey in their highly polished 1939 Chevrolet. 
They were placed second in the PV Class.
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BRADFORD PARTS,  Complete engines, gear boxes, 
differentials etc. All parts available including some 
body parts. 1951 Rover 75 engine, Whippet parts, 
1930s Austin 12 parts. Ashburton Branch Parts 
shed, Phone (03)3087323, Email d.oakley@xtra.
co.nz or whippet27@adsl.ihug.co.nz MEM

CHRYSLER 1935 CZ  Straight Eight Sedan Complete 
car unrestored, shed stored last 40 years. Inspection 
and offers invited at Ashburton Swap Meet, 3 May 
site 249. Phone 03 302 8072  MEM

Please notify National Office if you  
have changed your address or sold/purchased  
any vehicles. Advertising for our June/July issue 

closes 10 May 2008. 
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CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST. 
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and state their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 
words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8140, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE

AU TO M OTI V E  WOO DG R A I N I NG  
 When restoring your car there is only 
one way to restore your metal window 
frames & dashboard: metal woodgraining.  
For information and free quotes contact 
Barry Drake. Phone 03 447 3802 or write to  
1623 Chatto Creek, RD3, Alexandra 9393.   MEM

1923 FIAT 501.  Radiator recored. Engine balanced 
with “S” head. Original multi plate clutch and 
4-speed gear-box (lovely gear change) high ratio 
“S” diff. 5 new tyres – full wet weather gear – side 
screens and tonneau (all virtually new), original 
leather (needs a tidy up). Original 12v electrics. Has 
early SU carb fitted, giving excellent performance 
and economy (60mph and 40mpg+). Original carb 
with spares. Price $30,000 + option of another car 
in parts. Phone 06 877 6922  MEM

1924 MODEL T TOURER.  Almost comp plus lots of 
spare parts, frame, front end, motor parts etc. Offers 
Phone 09 257 3061, 09 826 1320, 027 439 6807  MEM

1930 CHEVROLET  SEDAN  dismantled, mechanical 
and body parts including chassis, motor, gearbox, 
diff & drive shafts, radiator with cap, headlights & 
bar, running boards, steering column, F&B guards, 
4 doors, bonnet, firewall cowl, crank apron, centre 
pillars, back body tub including roof, petrol tank & 
cover, floor pan, brackets to woodwork, bumper & 
linkages. $600.   Phone Geoff 06 876 4009. Email 
dianeandgeoff@paradise.net.nz  MEM

1931 FORD MODEL A TUDOR.  An original, genuine 
rust-free car. Mecahnically excellent. Goes well. 
WOF & Reg 91,000 miles. $25,000 ono. Ph 09 407 
4638 or 021 267 3111.  MEM 

1934 MORRIS SEDAN 10/6 FOR SALE.  Great 
paintwork. Goes well. WOF. Reg currently. Ready to 
roll. Make an offer. Contact Tony Ferguson 06 870 
0774.  MEM

1938 AUSTIN SEVEN RUBY SALOON.  Needs 
a little work for WOF. Reg on hold. Change of 
circumstances forces sale, some spare parts. $6000 
ono. Phone 07 333 2244.  MEM

1941 CHEVROLET,  Five Passenger Coupe. Complete 
car with extras. Needs restoration. In storage over 
35 years. 1947 Crosley Sedan. Restored. 1951 
Studebaker Commander V8 Starlite Coupe Complete 
car with some extras. Needs restoration. In storage 
over 30 years. Above cars are located in Southern 
California. e-mail studebaker27vic@aol.com for 
complete information.   MEM

1968 MINI.  Very tidy, approx 90,000 miles. 
Registration on hold. Ashburton Swapmeet Site 98, 
Saturday 3 May.  MEM

2 GOOD 16 INCH TYRES 6.25/6.50  16 crossply 
retreads $100. Split rims, rim spreader $30. Phone 
Brian 09 263 9212  MEM

57 COPIES OF ‘NZ CLASSIC CAR MAGAZINE’,  from 
November 1992-June 1997. Virtually complete and 
in very good condition. Offers phone Hastings 06 
878 2448.  MEM

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and 
finish.  

All aspects of repair undertaken including 
Vacuum Advance Units.  

MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED.  
Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 

restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 
work fully guaranteed. 

Contact Quality Rebuilds,  
5 Fenhall St, Christchurch, 8004.  

Phone/fax Barry Emms 03 342 5677 MEM  
email: barry@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING  including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2313 or 06 368 2202 Levin.

AERO ENGINE DE HAVILLAND  – Gypsy Moth in 
good condition for sale. Can deliver phone 09 435 
2608 evenings.  MEM

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

COACHBUILDER  Re-wooding of Veteran and 
Vintage cars. Full or part restorations. For all your 
restoration requirements phone Davis Coachworks 
03 310 6691 cell 027 330 9581 Rangiora. Qualified 
Coachbuilder. Caravans•Motorhomes•Horsefloats. 
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EUROPEAN HOLIDAYS. Camper vans, 
motorhomes and cars for hire. Excellent helpful 
service, best rates in UK. For brochures phone 
07 853 2711 or phone Kiwi Hire Direct 44 1 432 
870 410 fax 44 1 432 870 875

Wheels On Canvas

Your wheels, 
custom photographed anywhere

 and printed onto longlasting canvas.
ph Christchurch (03) 960 5176 
email imagery@paradise.net.nz 

For Info, contact

Chris Hope.

PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.U 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South 
Auckland. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 

Vintage wood work requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. Contact; George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372, Fax 
03 338 5482. Member.

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES 
large stock of new and used for all types  
of vehicles from early 1900s onwards including 
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors, 
trucks. Transport book-find specialists.  
Mail, telephone and secure online orders.  
DML Manuals & Motor Books.  
www.manuals.co.nz Phone 03 614 7900.  
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New York Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

FIAT 501 1923  approx Stevens body tourer. Complete 
car for restoration, some spares, shed stored last 40 
years. Inspection and offers invited at Ashburton 
Swap Meet, 3 May site 249. Phone 03 302 8072  MEM

HALDA SPEEDPILOT  complete with takeoff cables 
and instructions. Needs overhaul. Offers. Phone 
Hastings 06 878 2448.  MEM

HISTORIC CAR COLLECTION  Due to ill health. 
Cooper Alta Sports Racing Car 1951 2 seater front 
engined, full width body. Cooper JAP Mk4 rolling 
chassis but with 2½ 500cc JAP engines plus spares. 
RGR 500 1953 Triumph engine some spares, alloy 
body. All in storage, sensible offers to Phone/Fax 
09 534 2245 Auckland.   MEM

HONDA 350/4 CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE.  This 1973 
model runs well and has done less than 40,000km. 
It is in Dunedin, is not restored and has registration 
on hold. As is where is $1,550 ono. Hec Browett 
phone/fax 03 487 6726.  MEM

RENAULT NNI ROADSTER 1925  Partly restored, 
complete with instruction book, parts manual etc. 
$7,500. Phone 09 418 4436 or email robreid@xtra.
co.nz 

VETERAN CAR AND MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES 
 for sale. Pair Howes & Burley (car) headlamps No. 
961. Pair Lucas 143 sidelamps brass (car). 2 Lucas 
742 sidelamps, large (car). 7 piece Frankonia brass 
lighting set, one make (car). Rubes car horn. 4 
piece Powell & Hanmer motorcycle lighting set with 
horn. Lucas H/L No 342 (motorcycle). Phone Ron 
Duckworth 03 358 6510.  MEM

RAMBLER REBEL.  290 V8 Engine (Fits 1967-71) 
running well when removed from car $900, 1967-71 
V8 Diff $200 and good windscreen $150. Contact 
Lindsay, Oamaru 03 437 0809 or 021 230 1062.  MEM

MODEL A CONRODS  New replacement conrods 
engineered for the 21st century. Stronger than 
original with doweled bolts for precision cap 
alignment. Shell type bearings, no alterations 
required. For more information phone Motor 
Reconditioners 2002 Ltd, 03 366 0914.

ROTAX ELECTRIC LIGHTS,  pair complete and in very 
good condition including fork mountings, 7" glass 
8" outside diameter, about 1922-28. BTH 4 cyl.
magneto complete and in very good condition. Fiat 
125 steel wheels (5) with 4 excellent hubcaps, also 
tool kit complete in plastic container. Ph 07 348 
4227, 021 043 7673.  MEM

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims Well base Rolled edge.

All sizes



1910 HUPMOBILE  Fully rebuilt in 2001 including 
all mechanicals. Has rallied from Auckland to 
Taupo and back, also Auckland to Hamilton and 
back several times. Very attractive with a big 
“cute” factor. A real show stopper. $40,000 Phone 
09 448 2248  MEM
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VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201, page 
17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size or made to 
your measurements. Phone/Fax Allan on 06 844 
3959 or 025 469 331 to discuss your requirements. 
Allan Jones Joinery, Napier. Member.

MG TD 1950  Imported from USA in 2005 but 
always RHD. Total restoration in last 3 years, and 
now done 2,500 miles since. Lots of spares plus 
Wolseley 4/44. $29,000. Jeremy Bicknell, Parkers 
Rd, RD1, Carterton. Phone 06 379 8414.

1960 DAIMLER SP250  immaculate in red with 
beige leather interior. Chrome wire wheels, soft/
hard tops & tonneau. Featured NZ Classic Car, 
July 2006. VCC registered. History available. Full 
and faithful restoration 1990s. Stunning sports 
classic, great performance, low miles. Phone Robin 
Thomas 03 477 8312 evenings or 0274 320 776

DODGE 1938  Excellent condition, factory 
overdrive, restored 2004. A pleasure to drive 
$16,000.00 ono Phone 03 359 2652 or email 
g_wood@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1934 PLYMOUTH PE DELUXE  4 Door Sedan. 
Restoration started. Engine reconditioned. Body 
work & upholstery work required. Most rust cut 
out & some patch panels made. Spares go with 
vehicle including additional PE engine + more. 
Complete Registration history back to 1934. 
$8,000 firm. Phone Shane Halcox 06 354 6205 
Email mshalcox@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1968 FORD F100,  mint original condition with 
96,000 mls on 360 V8 motor. Contact Brent for 
more details and photos. Phone 027 222 7961 or 
brent@kgr.net.nz Invercargill.  MEM

1928 NN1 RENAULT
4 door saloon 950cc 4 cylinder water cooled. Immaculate condition 
(fully restored) newly arrived from UK. Very special car, rare 
combination of charm, scarcity and simple to maintain. Carefully 
restored at huge expense. Full details available of English & French 
maintenance. MUST sell to pay for my own wedding. 

ALL OFFERS CONSIDERED

Contact Wayne Espie 
Phone 09 366 1220  
Cell 021 503 959  
Email  nz.wasp@xtra.co.nz

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.
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1938 CHEVROLET MASTER.  Recently restored 
and VIN’d. Current WOF & registration. New king 
pins, tyres & battery. Electrics converted to 12 
volt. Engine overhauled and still running all other 
mechanicals in good order. Asking $18,000 ono. 
Contact Barry 06 364 0101.

1963 STUDEBAKER HAWK 4251CC V8  80,260 
miles new ignition, brakes checked. Motor tuned, 
reg & WOF nice order throughout. Sunroof & extras. 
New cylinder heads and new spares. Owned 23 
years. $25,000. Phone Jim 09 276 8784.  MEM

FOUR ROSTYLE WHEELS WITH CHROME TRIMS  
fitted with Firestone steel radials. 185/70SR13 very 
good tread. Will fit some Rootes group & Ford 
vehicles eg Hunter/Sunbeam/Escort/Capri etc. 
$250. Ph Wally 06 758 1991, New Plymouth.  MEM

1930 MODEL A ROADSTER.  Good condition 
travels, drives and goes well. Spare wheels. WOF 
& Reg. $34,000 ono. Phone 09 407 4638 or 021 
267 7311.  MEM

CHEVROLET 1939,  cherry black, white wall tyres 
Blueflame motor, fully restored. In top order. 
Phone 0274 433 371, $20,000.

1955 ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY SAPPHIRE MKII.   
$18,000 ono. Phone 021 661 662.

1936 CHEVROLET CONVERTIBLE pristine 
condition, motor rebuilt recently, asking $40,000. 
Phone Derek 021 932 223.

1916 BRISCOE TOURER  Restored for the 50th 
Anniversary Rally and driven there from Auckland. 
Driven from Cape Palliser to Cape Reinga via East 
Cape. Good motorable Veteran. Full mechanical 
restoration with body off and new frame made 
from Southland beech. This car goes well and, 
with modified brakes, it stops well. $40,000. 
Phone 09 448 2248  MEM

1977 LANCIA BETA 2000 TWIN CAM.  Totally 
original throughout. Unmarked interior all original 
equipment. Factory radio/tape deck. Runs very 
well. Poor health forces sale. $5,500. Phone 03 686 
0057 evenings, Timaru.  MEM

FORD TUDOR SEDANS   1926 Model T and 1930 
Model A, older restoration, very original, run 
well, WOF and reg on hold, $30,000 for both or 
offers separately. Phone 09 422 5859 evenings, 
email: no.so@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1952 ARIEL 350 cc. Restored December 2001, 
very good condition. $5,500 phone Don Ngatea 
027 454 7011.  MEM

DAIMLER V8 2.5L 1966.  Gun metal grey, red 
interior, auto, power steering, fully restored 1999. 
Current WOF & Reg. 14,700 miles since restoration, 
all receipts, maintenance etc. Reluctant sale. 
$20,000. Phone 07 576 4124, Tauranga.  MEM



 

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

Name (block letters)  _________________________________________________________________________

Membership number is ______ ⁄___________________ Phone   _________________________________

Please list this advertisement in the

 

Advertisement text to read (include contact details):

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

Yes

 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING REALLY WORKS…

 & NOW IT’S FREE*

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges remain 
unchanged for all non-members or members 
wishing to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your advertisement to 
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

or complete the form on this page and post to us 
at Marketplace Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8140  
or fax us on 03 332 3827

Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our June/July issue is 
10 May 2008.  
NO LATE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED

Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 8,000 
subscribers and members of the New Zealand 
Vintage Car Club every issue – our advertising is 
read by enthusiasts throughout the country and 
overseas. Now you can reach a broader audience 
by choosing to publish your advertisement in 
our magazine and also on our club website. 
Advertisements are listed on the internet for 
the length of time the issue of Beaded Wheels 
remains current.

 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Up to 45 words including phone number.  
Supply a colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE 

for return of photo, digital photos may be submitted 

to our email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$54*
Text &  

colour photo.
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$16*
Text only  

advertising

Tick which column you require

Yes List my advertisement on 
the internet.

For an additional cost ($5 text only, $10 to include 
your photo) we can now publish your advertisement 
on our website. All advertisements must appear 
in Beaded Wheels. Advertisements remain on the 
internet until the release of the next issue of Beaded 
Wheels. $5 text only, additional $5 to include photo

 WANTED  FOR SALE

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. 

Members must state their membership number when submitting the advertisement.
•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be 

returned if a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital photographs may be supplied by 
email in a .jpg format, send a high resolution file to achieve the best results.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the maximum space available is 65 words.  
Beaded Wheels reserves the right to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served basis. While every attempt will be made to include 
your advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine for publication.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are required to appear in.
• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ website.

  text only advertisement

  text and photo advertisement

  wanted column

   for sale column

Not a VCCNZ member? Yes – you can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s foremost historical 
motoring magazine

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels.  
Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, P O Box 13-140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising. 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for June/July issue is 10 May 2008. NO LATE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome  

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   Mem.

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 
389-0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 

1930 DD DODGE  Full ground up restoration 
12,000 miles ago. Very reliable and tidy condition. 
Personalised number plate. Registration on hold. 
Offers over $20,000. Phone Terry 06 868 4480. 
  MEM

1928 HUPMOBILE CENTURY SIX  needs some 
woodwork done, also needs re-upholstering, 
some work done, 5 new tyres, original headlight 
glass. Need room to work on very rare 1924 Hup 4 
door sedan. Offers for Century Six. Phone 09 423 
7755  MEM

1954 DAIMLER CONQUEST  Lovely condition. Has 
been used for weddings. New muffler, distributor 
kit, trafficator lights, steering alignment checked. 
Reluctant sale. $6000 ONO Contact Bill. 03 572 
9008. Blenheim area.   MEM

1952 COOPER 500 T18  A genuine factory 
car with interesting history, supurb condition 
complemented with the usual crisp performance. 
Price includes an extensive spares inventory and 
covered road trailer. NZ$36,000. Phone 0064 9 
480 9881 or 027 493 8729 email dollar-save@
xtra.co.nz   MEM
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WANTED TO BUY
1935 CHRYSLER  pistons, rings, bearing shells std. 
Have .060" pistons and rings swap or sell. Any 
shiny bits, o’drive, radio, heater. Teri Goodall Phone 
03 525 9096.   MEM

1960s FALCON STATION WAGON WANTED.  Will 
consider all options but would prefer to have high 
sspec roadworthy candidate. Contact PO Box 430 
Taupo or aanderson.tony@gmail.  MEM

BRENGUN CARRIER OR LLOYD WANTED.  Prefer a 
runner, minor work needed ok. Phone 09 838 5015 
or 027 680 2305, Bryan Ashford.  MEM

FOR VETERAN WOLSELEY,  acetylene gas headlamp 
“S. Smith & Sons Ltd”. 8“ between stirrup 
mountings. ALSO for 1928 Studebaker President 
headlamp, (CM Hall Lamp Co.), one reflector, 11"  
diameter and two glasses. Cash or swaps available. 
J. Sigley, 20 Muller Rd Blenheim. Phone 577 6658.  
  MEM

FORDSON N SPEDO  as fitted to industrial tractor or 
information and photos of Spedo valves and grips 
wanted for Fordson. Contact Fred Roberts Phone 
07 855 5992.   MEM

HARLEY DAVIDSON 1926 350CC.  Carburettor 
Schebler aluminium model GX1, 2, 3, or 4. Model 
number is stamped on top headlamp carrier. Penny 
Farthing Bicycle oil lamp that has a split clamp 
to go around the front hub. Cleveland 1920 unit 
construction single cylinder engine/gearbox unit 2 
½ inch or 2¾ inch bore 3 speed, 26x3 wheels. Chris 
Parker 09 638 8384.   MEM

HARLEY DAVIDSON J PARTS,  anything considered. 
Ford 1936 V8 engine, 3.54 diff, complete or gears 
only. Ford 1939 V8 brake parts. Please call Kerry 09 
299 6860 or email nzuk@xtra.co.nz.   MEM

HELP WANTED.  Auto clutch as fitted in 30s (Gillet 
System) plans, settings, anything. Does anyone 
have one? Roy Phone 09 235 0917   MEM

HOLDEN STATIONWAGON 1964-74  Wanted in 
tidy useable condition. Phone Daryl 03 388 5521 
Christchurch.   MEM

METALSPINNING MANDRELS AND HANDTOOLS. 
 Anything considered. Phone Brian 03 454 4569  MEM

OLD UNUSUAL SPARK PLUGS.  Any spark plug 
with an unusual name on it eg: de Dion, Liberty, 
Halfdollar, Cadillac, Excelsior, Delahaye, priming 
cock plugs, coil plugs, Newpick, etc. We have a 
Museum of around 4,500 spark plugs and still 
looking for more, we still have lots of brands to 
collect. Any member may visit our Museum. Please 
phone Dennis & Sofia 03 981 3277 Christchurch. 
Email s.d.gooch@paradise.net.nz   MEM

PARTS FOR 1965 FORD ANGLIA ESTATE WAGON 
 especially tail lights or whole car 1200cc English 
assembled. Phone 07 304 8210    MEM

PLYMOUTH 1934 PE  engine gearbox and any 
associated mechanical parts NOS or in good 
condition. Phone Trevor 027 2407 789.  MEM

SINGER 10 BLOCK,  late ‘30s 3 bearing. Phone 03 
313 5346 Dr Paul Wanty, Rangiora.  MEM

TYRES WANTED  640 X 15, 590 x 15, 520 x 14 must 
be warrantable condition. RS Davis, 2 Golf Rd, 
Manor Park, Hutt Valley.   MEM

KNOWN WHEREABOUTS OF DENNIS 60HP N 
TYPE  fire engine wanted, Car 4041. Originally 
at Hamilton Fire Brigade NZ from October 1916. 
Subsequently at Gilltrap’s Auto Museum on the 
Gold Coast, Queensland. Sold at auction 1970s. 
Contact Frank Cerutti, Car 4115 by email cerutfa@
ozemail.com.au or mobile 0417 705 309.  MEM

Was first published in 1973. 
All back issues are available. 

All vehicles featured are restored or in 
original condition. 

Events, How To’s and Australian 
motoring History are a specialty.

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 AUSTRALIA.
Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $69.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)
Aust $135.00 Air Mail

PRE 1910/15 PUCH AND FN WANTED   
Also parts, literature etc. Marcus Demetz, Rilkestr. 
16, 83026 Rosenheim/Germany. Phone 0049 0 
160 704 35 70 or marcus.demetz@tuev-sued.de

LUCAS KING OF THE ROAD ACETYLENE 
HEADLAMPS.  Need a nice matching pair for my 
Napier. Approx 7½ inches across mounting forks. 
Model No 986 would be best but a pair of self 
generators would be fine. Contact Paul Hicks on 
09 425 7015 or hicks.family@xtra.co.nz

RIMS (4) WANTED  As pictured to fit 1937 
International D2. Takes 16in tyre. Ph 03-547 9081 
or Farmall@xtra.co.nz   MEM

WANTED FRAME FOR 1910 BROWN 
MOTORCYCLE  note how top tube and front tube 
meet with gusset above. Any condition. Forks 
sprung or unsprung. Ian Vedder-Price 107 Franklyn 
Street Thames. Phone 07 868 7425 email: 
judenian@clear.net.nz    MEM

VINTAGE TOURER.  I would like a complete reliable 
car with Reg and WOF. Phone 07 854 0148.   MEM

WANTED 1934 PLYMOUTH BUMPERS.  Also correct 
dash light switch lever. Phone Stephen 09 828 1800 
or s.satherley@actrix.co.nz   MEM

WANTED.   Buick model 21X sedan body or parts or 
photos etc. showing interior model 21X sedan. Only 
produced for 1925 Season on Standard 6 chassis. 
Phone Les 03 488 3776.   MEM 

WANTED FOR VAUXHALL J14 1938-1948  Pitman 
arm or whole steering box, good oil pump or new 
oil pump gears. Phone 07 543 2528 or email jones.
kaimai@xtra.co.nz   MEM

WANTED  original headlamp glasses for Austin 
Sheerline approx 11½" diameter frosted glass with 
a clear area in centre. Phone Ian 07 549 4581 or 
email iangordon@ihug.co.nz   MEM

WANTED  To Buy Citroen L15 Traction Avante circa 
late 1940s-early 1950s. Must be in reasonably good 
condition or better. Anywhere in New Zealand 
considered. Contact: Barry Thompson, Phone 
Mob 021 777 355, H: 09 424 5786 email: barry@
pacificmotoryacht.com   MEM

WANTED   to buy Germany Vintage Car Make: Selve 
or Naw Model: Calibri or Sperber. Any Condition: 
Please Phone John Lark 06 844 8646 Napier or 021 
112 2538.   MEM

WANTED  to finish restoration  1927 Finer 70 
Chrysler complete dashboard with gauges, have 
some bits to swap. Top money paid for the right 
parts. One changed hands at the Rotorua Swap 
Meet last year, does anyone know where it went. 
E-mail iws@ts.co.nz or phone/fax 03 541 8467   MEM
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SWAP MEETS &  R A L L I E S

Ashburton Branch Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand Inc

SWAP 
MEET

Saturday 3 May 2008
Held on the Club grounds, 86 Maronan Road, 

Tinwald, Ashburton

Gates open 7.30am • No Dogs • Food available

Sites $15.00 (includes 1 person) 
Public $5.00  

Children Free (with entry paying adult)

Site bookings/enquiries Rod Begbie Ph 03 308 4402  
C/o 24 Melcombe Street Ashburton 7700.  

rodmargbegbie@xtra.co.nz 

NORTHLAND 
MOTOR CYCLE 

RALLY
17 MAY 2008
Entries Close 9th May 2008

NORTHLAND VINTAGE CAR CLUB

This event is open to all current 
financial members of the VCCNZ, or by 

invitation only.

Entry forms and more information 
from Peter 09-438-1392. 

Email west-hill@clear.net.nz

invites you to participate in their

2009 NORTH ISLAND 
EASTER RALLY

HASTINGS
10-13 April 2009

All events and activities will be based at the 
HB Racing Centre, Prospect Rd, Hastings

Camping available on-site  
(showers & toilets but no power)

Full range of accommodation within walking distance

Rally information and accommodation 
details can be viewed on 

www.easterrallyhastings2009.blogspot.com 

Contact: Diane Quarrie 
Phone/Fax: 06 876 4009 or 027 324 4818 

Email: dianeandgeoff@paradise.net.nz
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       Hawke’s Bay             We once again proudly present our two sealed hill climbs: 

 HILL CLIMB        Te Onepu on Saturday and Pukeora on Sunday 

  WEEKEND         For more information and entry forms contact HBVCC 
  13th & 14th September 2008               PO Box 3046 Napier 
                                                          
                   
                   HAWKES BAY                              or Mike Stuart and 
                        BRANCH                                   Pat Bren 06 844 4265             Pat Br 
               easports@actrix.co.nz 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE H.B. CAR CLUB        

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______
Renewal sent to: (if different from above):

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______

a great gift idea

subscribe today & save
Why not treat someone special to a gift that lasts all year? By becoming a subscriber to Beaded Wheels you 
can save 10% on the newstand price and guarantee that you don’t miss a single issue at the same time. 

 subscription form

Please send a subscription for

 6 Issues - New Zealand $33 (inc p&p)

 6 Issues - Australia NZ$48

 6 Issues - Elsewhere NZ$65 

Payment by   Cheque 

  Credit Card Expiry Date: __ /__ /
 Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Number    

Name on Card:_________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: __________________________________________________

Beaded Wheels

Post to: FREEPOST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141
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PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

FREE If you are into any restoration of any type 
Cars – Bikes – Boat – Aircraft – Trucks – 
Farm Machinery – Industrial Airconditioning 
– Refrigeration – Boiler or most anything. 

You must order one of our NEW CATALOGUES NOW.

Marketed by PPC NZ Ltd
Phone 0800 42 82 82

NAVITE air equip

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Beaded Wheels
trade directory
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Connecting 
enthusiasts and 
professionals 

around  
New Zealand.

Contact us 
today to list your 
business here.
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South Island Distributors of

SWEPCO 
Lubrication Products

Contact us on: 
Ph 03 329 5130 or 027 349 0891 
Email: southernlubricationservices@xtra.co.nz

We stock a comprehensive range of Industrial and Automotive 
lubricants sourced from Texas and refined from the best Paraffinic 
base stocks available. Greases, Gearbox Oils, Speciality Lubricants, 
Engine Oils. Straight and Multi-grades available. 

Protect those hard to replace parts with SWEPCO lubricants. 

affordable effective  
advertising
You can reach your customers 
quickly and cheaply by advertising in 
the Beaded Wheels Trade directory. 
From only $55 per issue your 
full colour advert will be seen by 
over 7,000 readers and motoring 
enthusiasts every issue. 
To find out more contact  
Rosalie Brown at Beaded Wheels, 
phone 03 332 3531 or  
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
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www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
INDUSTRIES

Flat tyres a problem?

True Blue Goo has 
no adverse affect on 

tubes and tyre rubber, 
from small bicycles to 

large tractor tyres
 Will go inside tube or 

tubeless tyres.

Contact
Christopher Gray 
Graylees Motors
Ph 03 329 0846 
A/h 03 329 7905

True Blue 
PUNCTURE GOO

True Blue 
PUNCTURE GOO

idle
Ashburton  Les Bennett

On 25 November a large turn out of members 
assembled at the clubrooms for a run to 
Methven. Organised by Maurice Ward, this was 
an interesting event which gave us a tour of a 
salmon farm at Winchmore where we were able 
to see the fish at various stages of development 
from small fry to a very large fish. From there 
we continued to Methven for afternoon tea at 
the domain, until a cold southerly wind chased 
everyone home. Our New Year’s Day run saw 
the biggest turn out of members I have ever seen 
on this event which took us to VCC member 
Ted Allan’s, property near Ashburton to view 
his extensive collection of models which were 
beautifully displayed in glass cases. We were also 
able to inspect Ted’s restored 1939 Chevrolet 
coupe, and his Jewett cabriolet which he is 
currently restoring also Peter Vincent’s Morris 
Minor pickup which is being restored. From 
there we travelled to the Ashburton domain 
where we enjoyed a barbeque tea. (Good to see 
some new faces and some we hadn’t seen for a 
while.) One car we had not seen before was the 
1929 Studebaker Commander straight 8 of Joe 
and Mrs Barker who have recently transferred 
from Central Otago branch. This car has been 
in the Barker family for almost 50 years. Lyndsay 
and Glenis Olsen have sold their Plymouths and 
recently shifted to Cromwell so I guess both 
branches came out even on this one! 

Our annual rally was held on 26 January 
and a nice day saw a large turn out of about 70 
vehicles set out on a run through Westerfield and 
Valletta to Methven where field tests were held 
at the racecourse. After the tests we continued 
through the Rakaia Gorge, Windwhistle, and 
Glentunnel to finish at Homebush, the Deans 
family property, near Coalgate. There we were 
able to view an interesting museum and collec-
tion of machinery and artefacts relating to 
early settlement in the district. From there we 
returned to the clubrooms for the prize-giving 
and evening meal. Ollie Hurst has his 1932 
Ford V8 cabriolet painted and is in the process 
of assembly. This is a rare car, only three were 
imported to New Zealand and one has been 
exported to the USA the other having disap-
peared some time ago. Ollie started with a very 
rough body shell with no floor etc and has 
built it up from there, a fitting stablemate to 
his 1932 B4 roadster, 1932 B4 truck and 1932 
V8 coupe. Jim Lawton is working on a Hillman 
Super Minx, and Val Knights Austin A40 is 
undergoing a major refurbishment in Owen 
Wilson’s workshop. This car has been in Val’s 
family most of, if not all of, its life. Ian Nicolson 
has been working away quietly on his Austin 
7 and is not too far away from the painting 
stage. David Oakley is making good progress on 
his Austin 12/4 and has been helping Murray 
Nelson to sort out some ignition problems on 
his Armstrong Siddeley.

Auckland  John Stokes
The Branch extends condolences to the 

family of Phil Jones, Phil had been an Auckland 
branch member for over fifty years. In recent 
years his main interest had been Citroens of 
which he owned several, Phil was also a stalwart 
of our commercial section with a Model TT 
Ford truck. A 1923 Essex Four had also been 
a favourite. A full bio of Phil is in BW 272. 
Also to the family of George Scarborough. 
George was a Model T Ford man, extensively 
rallying a distinctive coloured Model T restored 
by his brother Owen. He was a custodian of 
early motorcycles and a railway enthusiast and 
photographer as well. Condolences to Russell 
Vincent on the loss of his wife Pauline and 
to Graeme Rothville on the loss of his wife 
Yvonne.

Motorcycles: Many people attended the New 
Years Day run to Kiaua. Don Green has finished 
his 1953 Norton 88, and he won the Cecil Light 
restoration trophy with this bike. A new motor-
cycle member is Lloyd Wilson with a 1960 Jawa.

Veteran: Numerically the Branch Veteran 
run was a disaster, shifting the event so it 
wouldn’t clash with the National Veteran Rally 
in Marlborough resulted in a clash with a major 
Model T event in New Plymouth. Also some of 
our octogenerian Veteran owners are finding 
modern traffic hard to cope with. Ten vehicles 
faced the starter at Massey High School for a run 
in north west Auckland to finish at the Packing 
Shed Gallery and Cafe in Oratia. No new resto-
rations were present. The participants enjoyed 
their runs, Bill and Royce Shears winning the 
long route in the 1917 Moon. The 1915 Renault 
Charabanc, ably driven by Doug Pinker for 
much of the run won the short route. New 
Veteran owners are Bruce and Diana Oliphant 
with a 1917 Dodge tourer. George Mihaljevich 
and Jack Nazer 1913 Talbot and Kevin Barbour 
and Shaun Gilchrist 1910 Hupmobile attended 
the National Veteran Rally. Barry Robert is 
doing a trial assembly of the 1908 Rover single 
cylinder.

Vintage: Jim Boag has brought the 1927 
Chrysler 60 formerly owned by Lawrie, 
Matthew, Hall and Willmott. He loves this car 
and may sell his Chrysler 70 as a result. Steven 
and Tracey Winterbottom were overall winners 
of the Bay of Plenty 50th Anniversary Rally 
in their 1928 Sunbeam. Rodger and Val Ball 
winning the fast Vintage class in their Model 
A Ford.

PV PW P60V: Jim Welch has finished his 
1951 Rheinbolt and Christie, Swiss bodied 
Riley RML saloon, it even has the correct R/C 
indicator lenses. Rod Smith has brought a 1962 
Morgan 4/4 and Peter Crowther has acquired 
a 1961 Hillman Minx Series 3A. New PWV 
members are Philip and Norma Eilenberg with a 
1951 Mk VI Bentley. 
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Commercial: John and Erica Campbell, 
1943 Willys MB Jeep, took best group 
costume prize at the Hawke’s Bay Art Deco 
event. They also place third in the competi-
tive rally. Don Johnston 1937 Chev pickup 
and John Perich Ford Thames Costcutter 
represented us at the Wellsford Commercial 
Rally.

General: the Branch has formed a sub 
committee to plan our fiftieth Hunua 100 
Rally, this promises to be an excellent event 
and worthy of your consideration.

Bay of Plenty   Jack Hoven
At our January meeting we were enter-

tained by long-time member Tom Wood. 
Tom is a born entertainer; he has the knack 
of relating some of his experiences in a very 
humorous way and had us all in stitches.

Our Anniversary Weekend Rally 
attracted 75 entries and is covered by a 
separate article in this issue of Beaded 
Wheels.

At a special meeting on 5 February a 
large gathering was privileged to listen to 
Mac Hulbert, who gave a presentation on 
the history of the 1934 ERA R4D racing 
car. We were shown videos of it racing in 

Spain, and of it performing at the Shelsley 
Walsh Speed Hill Climb, certainly a car 
with a long list of trophies and owners.

At our regular February meeting Nicky 
Williams explained the workings of the 
Acorn Foundation, a unique fund made up 
of legacies and donations where only the 
interest is passed on to a charity of your 
choice so it will continue forever. Also at 
this meeting 25 and 35 year badges were 
presented to seven members; a photo of this 
handsome group is attached.

A large group of residents of Carter 
House in Te Puke were taken for a picnic 
by the lake, for most residents this is the 
highlight of the year and the drivers enjoy 
it too.

Also six cars took patients of the Waipuna 
Hospice to morning tea at Omokoroa.

Again we finish on a sad note as we 
report the passing of Bernie Keenan. Bernie 
took part in many of our Sunday runs in his 
white Triumph Spitfire. At a large gathering 
we learned a lot about his amazing exploits 
as a deep sea diver. We extend our condo-
lences to Lorraine, Bernie’s mother, his 
brother Colin and extended family.

Canterbury  Tony Becker
Battling a stiff, typically hot nor’wester, 

25 entrants on the Motorcycle Rough 
Run made it across the Plains as far as 
Springfield before turning about to Darfield 
Hotel for lunch. Later, a barbeque back at 
the clubrooms ended a well supported and 
sociable day out.

More two-wheeled fun back in January 
was the Moped Run. Sixty-three buzzed 
and wheezed to the Kaiapoi Club, viewing 
a couple of worthwhile bike collections en 
route. Most made it home under their own 

power. Main event for motorcyclists was 
the Annual Motorcycle rally in February. 
Commencing at Cutler Park, the three rally 
routes converged on Loburn Domain. A 
visit to the Kaiapoi scow, Tuhoe and dinner 
rounded off an excellent rally organised by 
Barry and Susan Townshend.

Annual Rally: Canterbury Branch’s 
main event of February. Organised by Club 
Captains Graeme Sword and Assistant Jim 
Paterson, this important event attracted 
sixty entrants. They picked the hottest 
weekend of Canterbury’s long dry summer 
with temps into the mid-30s, ideal for 
topless entrants. First day included field 
tests, an afternoon time-trial and dinner. 
Day 2 finished at Halswell Domain where 
we viewed the ride-on model trains. Prizes 
were presented at Sunday night dinner, the 
main ones being; 
Veteran Section 
1  John Armiger 1912 Renault
Vintage Section
1 Tony Baillie 1929 Dodge DA
Post Vintage Section 
1 Ruth & Ken Hand 1939 Morris E Tourer
Post War Section 
1 Mark Drury 952 Hillman Minx
Post 1960 Section
1 Kevin Clarkson 1969 Wolseley
Commercial Section 
1 Murray Murdoch 1947 Chevrolet
Motorcycle Section (Veteran)
1 Gary Pritchard 1914 BSA
Lady Drivers (Veteran or Vintage) 
1 Elsie Hartley Morris Cowley
Lady Drivers – Best Performance (All Sections)
 Carol Whitaker 1961 Riley
Visitors Section
1 David Whitfield 1964 Ford Galaxie
Overall Winners 
1 Tony Baillie
2 Kevin Clarkson
3 Jan & Royce Baker
Sunday Rally 
1 Selwyn Cox
2 Les Watson
3 Lisa Smit

Other Sub-sections: The Parts Shed ‘boys’ 
got back into action sorting out donated 
vehicles and recycling of precious parts. The 
new Engine Shed sports a growing range 
of weird and wonderful, rare and historic 
motivators; all for sale. 

The 9-90s section drove to Okains Bay 
for lunch then Little Akaloa’s Old Chorlton 
Hall. Because of distance, most took to 
‘moderns’ for this February outing; it 
attracted 45 members. Commercial Section 
was shown equipment and methods used 
to obtain a WOF and COF with a visit 
to VTNZ, courtesy of Gary Genet. The 
branch continues to grow with a dozen new 
members and cars being already processed 
by Committee.

Coming Event Early planning is under 
way for a major event involving Steam 
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Auckland: John and Erica Campbell, 1943 MB Willys Jeep, winners of the Group Costume prize at the 
HBVCC Art Deco event.

Presentation of 25 Year and 35 Year Badges. 
(L to R) John Lucas, Harold and Mary Smith 25 
Years, Selwyn and Neville Norman, Rex Williams 
35 Years. Gordon Hyslop 25 years.
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Scene, NZ Vintage Machinery Club 
together with our Branch. This will be 
marketed as “McLeans Island Vintage Fair” 
and is timed for March 2009. A worry for 
all McLeans Island Clubs is the huge rent 
increase soon to be imposed by Council.

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Elaine Proffit
The New Year was off to a good start 

with a ‘Rooster Run’ in January hosted 
by members Sandy Piercy and Paul Lett 
from their home near Pukehina which 
comprises a B & B, small museum and 
gardens to wander in. A delicious breakfast 
was followed by a straight-line navigation 
exercise then back to enjoy a morning tea 
of scones with jam and cream and a look 
around the attractions including an inspec-
tion of the Model A truck Paul is restoring. 
Our main event of the year is the East 
Coast Rally which was held on 23 February. 
Although smaller numbers than usual, 
everyone taking part enjoyed the well set 
uncomplicated run followed in the evening 
by a lovely dinner and prize giving. Our 
branch trusts the visitors to the Eastern 
Bay enjoyed their day and congratulations 

to all the place getters. Results of the rally 
as follows:
V/PV
1 P & C Worrall EBOP
2 S & J Growden EBOP
3 J & S Foot Waikato. 
PW
1 P & R Donovon EBOP
2 P & C Fussey, Auckland
3 J Steiner/L Emery EBOP.
P60 – 
1 R McCallum/D Ellery BOP
2 J & J Bayly Waikato
3 A & D Mortensen BOP.
Commercial
1 P Menzies/G Armer Rot
2 R & D Watchorn EBOP
3 A & S Thomson EBOP.
1st EBOP P & C Worrall
1st overall P & C Worrall
Team event 
1 EBOP
2  Waikato.

Far North   Dave Duirs
Many many hours of hard, behind the 

scenes, organising for the Autospectacular 
by Raewyn & Rosco Pennell, culminated 
in a huge effort by the members’ team who 
took on their individual tasks with enthu-
siasm and energy. The public had a great 
day of entertainment, bargains, food and 
of course the opportunity to inspect almost 
two hundred vehicles of all Vintages under 
a beautiful clear sky. Star display was the 
Garrett’s 1907 Rolls-Royce, a beautifully 
restored vehicle which is often seen out on 
the road here and overseas.

Eight crews participated in the Touch of 
Tuscany Posh Picnic out Awanui way. Both 
the vehicles and the folks were resplendant 
in their period finery.

A large muster met on the shore of the 
Whangaroa harbour for a picnic lunch 
before embarking on Kevin and Gael 
Slater’s Southern Raid, a simple naviga-
tion tour with interesting look-ins which 
satisfied the blokes and the gals. First stop 
was at Peter and Pam Scahill’s Parrot Place 
with a large display of exotic birds many 
of which could be handled. Next stop was 
McGregors’ collection of Jaguars, Lagonda, 
Maseratti and MG, followed by a visit to 
Rainbow Falls, the size of which surprised 
many. A buying stop at the newly refur-
bished Country Corner crafts and gifts 
place was on the way to Erwyn and Audrey 
Fail’s home. This would have to be the 
tidiest bloke’s shed anywhere with a mini 
museum and several interesting restora-
tions in progress. Our special thanks for 
their great hospitality as we sat around and 
yarned the afternoon away over a barbeque.

Some members are wending their 
way south for the National Easter rallies. 
Make the most of what is left of summer 
motoring. 

Gore  Raewyn Dodds
The Festival Run went very well this 

year, in near perfect conditions. Fifty-three 
vehicles were entered in the various classes 
from Gore, Southland and South Otago 
Branches. It was good to see a cross section 
from each branch collecting prizes.

On the Sunday after the Festival Rally 
some of our members had the pleasure of 
collecting a group of Town Criers and their 
supporters from the Gore Gardens where 
they were competing for a New Zealand 
title. They were given a tour of our area and 
taken back to our Clubrooms for lunch. One 
of the Criers told his driver that the time 
spent with our club members was the best 
part of his time in Gore. That was good PR 
for the Vintage Car Clubs of NZ. The Town 
Criers came from NZ, Australia and USA. 
They too, were all a pleasure to take driving.

April 13 is our Bi-annual Swapmeet. 
Barry Clearwater has had a lot of interest 
in stalls for the day so this will prove a very 
worthwhile day for sellers and buyers as we 
always attract a good crowd from near and 
far. With an all-morning breakfast available, 
early morning travellers don’t have to worry 
about food till they arrive at the venue.

The Ladies Run is to be held on 11 May. 
This is being organised by the Parish family 
and looks to be an interesting run with a 
mystery venue. Hot water is available and 
a picnic lunch necessary. As the men are 
relegated to navigator I guess that means 
they organise the picnic too? It is never 
usually a girls day only, like most outings a 
good day is guaranteed for all.

Plans are afoot for the End of Season Run 
and the Night Trial to be combined in June. 
Starting slightly later in the afternoon, it is 
hoped to have a pot luck tea and quiz night 
back at the clubrooms after the car event..

The year is certainly moving on. Good 
motoring from Eastern Southland.

Hawke’s Bay  Mark Jenkinson
The branch has commenced the New 

Year with its first club night followed by the 
hugely successful 2008 Art Deco weekend 
in Napier. This year there were 340 Rally 
entries and 944 for morning tea at the 
Church Road vineyard.

Several runs followed the costume 
judging and morning tea including the 
competitive run won by new members Geoff 
and Sue Myles in their 1937 DX Vauxhall 
with Richard and Hillary Anderson second 
and first Vintage in their Model A. After an 
hour of motoring and 50 questions only one 
third of a mark separated these two teams 
who practically clean sheeted the event.

The weekend was enhanced by the 
arrival of the Queen Victoria, on her maiden 
round-the-world voyage, at Napier’s Port. 
This added nearly 3,000 passengers and 

Canterbury: above Bob and Esme Humm in their 
MGB. Below Graeme and Kay Shaskey’s well 
known Essex

Paul Lett’s Model A truck.
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crew to the event causing some traffic 
congestion as she berthed on Saturday as 
many attempted to catch a glimpse of this 
huge liner.

100 Vintage cars met the ship as she 
tied up before they joined the others on 
the Marine Parade for the presentation of 
the Veronica Bell, air shows, more costume 
judging and the period bands and other 
entertainment.

Sunday saw most entrants take a more 
relaxed stance with the Gatsby picnic 
between the Sound shell and Memorial 
Hall with the cars on the street and beach 
front while tea and wine was sipped and the 
cucumber sandwiches or bacon and egg pie 
consumed.

Again the bands played while the War 
birds and Red Checkers provided entertain-
ment of the beachfront. 

The Branch now faces the task of deter-
mining whether or not to retain their fully 
restored 1922 Rolls-Royce with the history 
and cost being presented to the branch for a 
vote on March 19.

The Branch has again been invited to 
participate in the HB Car Clubs Te Onepu 
and Pukeora Hill climbs in September.
Art Deco Competitive Rally Results
1st and 1st Post Vintage 
Geoff and Sue Miles Napier 1937 DX Vauxhall 
2nd and first Vintage 
Richard and Hillary Anderson Napier 1930 Model A 
2nd Post Vintage 
Michael and Mary Taylor Wellington 1938 Packard  
3rd Post Vintage John and Erika 1943 Willys Jeep 
Auckland 
2nd Vintage Graham and Heather Cheer Norsewood 
1928 Model A 
3rd Vintage Paul Switzer Porirua 1929 Essex Super Six

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Well the holidays have come and gone 

we have had some local events, Christmas 
parade, AP and I show with our members 
supporting these events.

Planning is underway for the forth 
coming swap meet. The parts team is 
sorting a great array of parts still pouring 
into the parts shed.

We will be having some changes in 
committee. Our chairman, Peter Hull, 
and Margaret plus their children Alan 
and Robyn are moving north. Peter and 
Margaret both have family there and it 
makes sense for them to be closer. Their 
input will be missed as Peter has been 
in the chair for the last four years and 
Margaret prints the magazine each month. 
Good luck and thanks for your input. Mark 
Morgan our deputy chairman will take over 
the chair until the AGM. Also leaving 
soon is Andrew Heffey, our Secretary who 
is going to Afghanistan on a short-term 
deployment with the New Zealand Police 
in a training role. Andrew will be back with 
the branch within the year. He is also part 
of Bruce Hutton’s team working on the 2012 
International Rally. So Andrew we wish you 
well and look forward to seeing Wendy and 
the girls at some events while you are away.

Collis Blake has finally sold his farm and 
has moved into Levin so there is going to 
be bit more time to finish his 1922 Dodge 
tourer.

At Club night there was a good attend-
ance and after the long break it was mostly 
business.

The highlight of the month was the 
Harvest Weekend. This was put together by 
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Horowhenua: left: Peter carting barley sheaves for thrashing 1920 Ford TT Truck. Right: Shona and team cooking scones.

Audrey Caldwell, Laurie Jenson and Shona at the 
Otaki picnic spot.

Mark Morgan standing behind his 1925 Chev truck 
loaded with clover hay and straw bales. 

Some of the 100 cars that went to welcome the 
Queen Victoria.

The Branch’s fully restored 1922 Rolls-Royce.

Fred Foothead (club captain) and Shona crossing 
the swing bridge over the Otaki River.



 Beaded Wheels 49

the local Vintage Farm Machinery club. It 
was held on Graham Cottle’s farm on the 
outskirts of Levin. During the weekend grass 
was mowed for hay with both horses and 
tractors and sickle bar mowers. Both horses 
and tractors plowed the fields. A haystack 
was created with all the original equipment 
and the horse did its share. Barley was cut 
with a Vintage Farmall tractor and binder 
and then the sheaves were carted in with 
a fleet of Model T and Chevy trucks. The 
oats were also carted and made into chaff. 
While all this was going on the stationary 
motors and traction engines where doing 
their bit. I believe there were 205 tractors, 
30 plus bulldozers (the biggest being a D8), 
a thrashing mill, chaff cutter, two traction 
engines, 69 Stationary motors etc and, of 
course, our Vintage cars and trucks.

Shona and some of her friends cooked 
scones and pikelets all weekend on a coal 
range in a farm kitchen constructed (using 
the panels our branch built many years ago) 
on site by Ivan Horn and team in period 
costume. The money raised on the day was 
used to buy chairs for an Outreach for a 
local hospice.

Sunday run was south to Otaki and 
up the Otaki Gorge to the picnic spot for 
afternoon tea. Three adventurous members 
just went on from here not to be seen 
again. The rest of us went for a short walk 
and explored the new DOC swing bridge 
leading into the Tararua Ranges.

Motor cycle news: The very large active 
committee organising next years national 
event to be held here reports that all 
planning and fundraising is on track.

An interesting Hub Rally will cater for 
all sizes of bikes and will terminate with 
the joining in of our own Branch Annual 
Rally. This is a separately run event with its 
own badge and is at no extra cost to those 
on the tour.

For the first time the tour will include 
a section dedicated for the blue smoke and 
pedals section.

Manawatu  Brian McPherson
Since New Year’s Day a number of 

our branch members have travelled to 
Wanganui to take part in their Annual 
Burma Rally to enjoy some of the back 
roads and a closer view of Mt Egmont. 
Apparently 16 vehicles ventured to Napier 
for the Art Deco weekend, which was 
well supported and as usual, crowded. The 
preferred painter and his team have got 
stuck into our Clubrooms with gusto despite 
the hot weather. It looks a lot smarter from 
the road now. Inside the main hall is bright 
but controversial at present, but with some 
clever finishing hopefully will be awesome.

Today was our Annual Ruahine Ramble 
with an interesting 29 vehicles ranging 

from early Vintage, Post Vintage, Post War 
vehicles and two Military Jeeps meeting 
at the clubrooms. My task was check in at 
the lunch stop. I believe competitors left 
the clubrooms and headed via Ashhurst up 
the Pohangina Valley, through Umutoi and 
Rangiwahia. From there the roads narrowed 
and the final section changed to very steep 
gravel. Most vehicles reached the lunch 
spot at a private lodge close to the ranges, 
with great views across the dry farmlands 
to Mt Ruapehu. After lunch we drove down 
to Rangiwahia Domain to set a gymkhana, 
found three “lost” cars there. The day 
finished with a beautiful country afternoon 
tea presented by the school mums. The 
Overall Winner was Brian James, Chev 
Coupe. Two cars came from Waihi and 
were as impressed as everyone else. 

Marlborough  John White
Our earliest run in January was to Doug 

Reid’s farm located in the Pelorus Bridge 
valley, a very pleasant location and about 
27 cars turned out. Doug has a stable of 
horses large and small and took members 
for short jaunts around his property in a 
beautifully restored gig, if that is the correct 
word to describe it? We had a large turnout 
of cars and best of all family and children 
who seemed to thoroughly enjoy the day.

Early February as usual was the time for 
our Heritage Day, usually coinciding with 
Waitangi Day. Here again a good turnout 
and pleasant day for what is also judging 
day for the Whimp Trophy and popular vote 
concours bringing out a few well polished 
cars but few motorcycles sadly. The whole 
of Brayshaw Park resounds to the sound 
of activity on this day that is also used to 
entice the public to visit and contribute 
funds to continue the running and mainte-
nance of the park as a whole.

The following weekend was the annual 
Woodend Gardens display which sadly was 
off to a bad start due to rain. I believe 
a number of cars and a few motorcycles 
turned up and the day went off OK as the 
weather improved. This could be the last 
time we are asked to attend as rumour has 

it that the gardens are changing hands and 
will be under new management.

A number of our Veteran car owners 
including myself from this branch, attended 
the Nelson based Veteran rally attended by 
70 entrants from all over NZ. Because my 
1913 Douglas is not registered for road use I 
trailered it over for display by request.

I had the pleasure of interviewing 
Royd Woolf, a 45 year plus member of 
this Branch, who has an interesting collec-
tion of vehicles and two motorcycles. T 
Ford truck, A Ford pickup, two Chevs an 
early BSA and an Army Indian in civilian 
colours. Royd is currently working on an 
interesting 1935 Chev Delux sedan which 
appears to be an mixture of components. 
It has twin side mounted spare wheels. He 
purchased this vehicle about four years ago. 
It was absolutely completely dismantled and 
scattered about the property requiring some 
five trailer loads and much effort to uplift 
the hundreds of items with the additional 
worry of “have I got it all”? The body shell 
was the only item shedded but on final 
count Royd was fairly satisfied he had found 
every item required to rebuild the Chev 
which is currently well under way.

Northland  Terry Lambess
On 12 December several Whangarei 

members travelled over to Dargaville to 
join with the Dargaville Branch on their 
Mid-Week Run, this proved to be most 
interesting. We toured most of Dargaville’s 
streets plus several new subdivisions, even 
had a look at Noahs Ark a local houseboat 
under construction. Finally had a pit-stop 
at the Duck Creek Fushia Centre (some 
Christmas shopping took place there). Off 
again to Bruce and Merle Wade’s home at 
Parore to view Bruce’s very large room full 
of beautiful paintings, books, collectables 
and an ‘amazing’ rock collection. While 
Merle supplied us tea and coffee, Bruce told 
us the origin and history of his collection, a 
most interesting day.

In the evening we all proceeded to the 
Lighthouse Function Centre for Christmas 
Dinner, all participants wearing an original 
Christmas hat (much laughter here!). We 
all had to sing the 12 days of Christmas, 
each table to insert appropriate Vintage car 
words as we went (more laughter). After a 
lovely meal we finally made our way home, 
our final run for 2007.

27 January: The first run of 2008 and 
what a beautiful day it was. All travelled to 
Waipu to meet up and view the revamped 
Waipu Museum, a must for any travelling 
tourist (and locals). These early Scottish 
settlers were a hardy bunch. After viewing 
the displays we moved down the road to the 
Glebe picnic spot to enjoy a picnic lunch 
under the shady trees. About 30 folk enjoyed 
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Marlborough: Happy gathering at branch run to 
Pelorous Bridge on 27 January.
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themselves, while the young ones caught 
spat in the river. The highlight was a young 
piper with his bagpipes raising money for 
the National Piping Competitions. We were 
only too pleased to help him! After lunch 
we all headed off to Ruakaka Beach for a 
“Walk a Beach” perhaps “Run a Beach” 
would have been a better name, as several 
beach umbrellas took off down the beach. 
Later in the day several folk waited for low 
tide to gather Tuatua, the others made their 
way home ending a most enjoyable day.

North Otago  Kathleen Perry
During December and January our 

Librarian, Neil Rooney, assisted by a number 
of other members, has re-built the library 
and re-organized the display of books.

In January members joined for a 
barbeque with members of the two other 
groups which use our clubrooms.

On Saturday 2 February a group of 
members took their vehicles to Palmerston 
for a display at the Waihemo 125th A & 
P Show. The Dennison was the oldest of 
the cars in the group. Jerry and Margaret 
Wing’s 1929 Austin 7 van looked very 
small between a large truck and a modern 
tractor.

On Waitangi Day field tests were held 
prior to a picnic lunch at the clubrooms. 
This was followed by the 2nd Jack Crump 
Time Trial organized by Len and Maureen 
Withers. The run finished at John Hore’s 
property at Elephant Rocks where members 
were shown the vanished world rocks 
and told about the filming for the motion 
picture “The Lion, The Witch and the 

Wardrobe” which was partly filmed in the 
area. After returning to the clubrooms 
those present enjoyed fish and chips for 
tea, had a brief Branch Meeting and then 
watched the appropriate parts of a DVD of 
“The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe”. 
This had been edited by Francis and Kirsty 
Leslie-Ellis. Members attended for part or 
all of the very enjoyable day.

Nine Branch members took part in the 
Waimate Branch’s recent Wallaby Run. 
A variety of interesting roads including 
Myers Pass and Clarksfield Road took us 
from Waimate to Kurow and back. The 
Overall Rally Winners, the winner of the 
raffle and the Lady Navigator Trophy, were 
local members John and Judith Miller who 
were also celebrating their 45th wedding 
anniversary that day.

On Saturday 23 February North Otago 
Branch held a very successful All British 
Day with 72 vehicles entered.

North Shore   Ray Urbahn
Our New Year kicked off mid January 

with a “Summer Saunter” to the North set 
by Brian and Gayleen Cullen. We headed 
along SH16 to Wellsford and descended 
on Paul and Kathy Collins to view their 
vehicle collection. Paul’s major project is to 
assemble a pile of parts together so that a 
1912 Overland Raceabout will emerge in all 
its glory. He is currently constructing the 
two-seat body framework from blueprints 
obtained from Australia and various photo-
graphs of similar vehicles. Other vehicles 
include the much-travelled 1937 Chevrolet 
sedan, a 1929 Plymouth sedan awaiting 

an engine transplant, a very nice Humber 
90 and a rare English Bown 98cc two 
stroke motorcycle (for future attention). 
Continuing northwards and turning off 
SH1 at the Maungaturoto turnoff, we 
eventually arrived for a lunch break at 
“Rosalie’s Retreat” a complex comprising 
a large landscaped area of mature trees 
and gardens and a workshop where Rosalie 
produces hundreds of ceramics of all shapes 
and sizes. We next headed to the Whangarei 
Town Basin where we found most of the 
local populace enjoying a Buskers Festival. 
Late afternoon, our convoy headed south to 
Ruakaka to the Cullen’s beach house for a 
get together.

In February our monthly run was to 
firstly visit a collection of immaculately 
restored Ford V8s belonging to Les Young 
at Riverhead which included cabriolets, 
coupes and sedans ranging from 1933 
to 1963. Of particular note was a rare 
Crestline two-door sedan, a 1951 woody 
two-door surfing wagon and a 1930 Lincoln 
7 passenger sedan in original condition with 
only some 14,000 miles on the speedo. Our 
second stop was in Whenuapai to check 
out a military vehicle collection owned 
by Nick Huljich which included Ford and 
Willys Jeeps, Dodge, Bedford, International 
and Studebaker troop carriers, and two 
Corgi 98cc paratrooper motor cycles.

A warm welcome to new member John 
Kemp in his newly acquired 1925 Dodge 
roadster.

Otago  Arthur Bennett
It’s been a busy six or seven weeks since 

New Years Day. First with the Jackson 
Memorial Peninsula Rally which attracted 
20 vehicles from all VCC classes. The 
person and vehicle collecting the silver-
ware was Sid Mitchell in his 1928 Whippet 
tourer. Then it was the Dunedin to 
Brighton Annual Run, once again with 20 
entries, a beautiful day and a large crowd to 
greet the vehicles at Brighton.

The Vintage and Post Vintage Run was 
to Milton, via Taieri Mouth and Waihola 
Road which has been sealed for its full 
length. Going down to Taieri Mouth was 
into a howling southerly which made it 
hard going for the Model Ts and it was the 
exact reverse on the way home the Model 
Ts bodies acting like sails. Ten vehicles took 
part in this run, 4 Model Ts, 1930 Buick, 
1938 Chevrolet Deluxe sedan, 1938 Austin 
Cambridge, 1939 Chevrolet Sedan, 1952 
Jowett Javelin and a 1967 MG. The Vintage 
section winners were Glenda and Graeme 
Jenks in their 1926 Model T Bartons 
Butchers delivery truck and Post Vintage 
winners were Sue and Bill Partel in their 
1938 Chevrolet Deluxe sedan. Something 
missed by those who didn’t go was a visit 

Northland: above Walking the Beach, Ruakaka. Below:The ‘Tri-umphs’
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to Finch’s Museum at Milburn, one of the 
largest early collections around.

Other places visited by Club members 
have been Crank Up Day at Edendale, 
the place where the big traffic jam was for 
those returning north from the Southern 
Vero Rally and the Ranfurly Art Deco 
Weekend.

It is with sadness we report the passing 
away of two stalwarts of the Club, Denis 
Johnson our Treasurer and a passionate 
Vauxhall owner, and Murray Hamilton, 
well known by the two wheel fraternity for 
his motorcycle achievements. The Club has 
passed on condolences to the families.

Rotorua  Doug Green
The Rotorua Branch held its car show on 

the village green, this being our lakefront 
grassed area. One hundred cars, from 
Vintage to modern, turned out from all 
over the Bay of Plenty and some very nice 
cars were on show to look and touch. The 
show was in January and it was a beautiful 
day with hundreds of people coming out to 
see the cars. Rotorua doesn’t see cars out in 
force like this normally, this show is getting 
bigger and bigger each year. People gave 
donations to St Johns Ambulance.

February’s run was Womens Loggie run 
by Angie Brunton and Dorothy Clouston. 
This was a rally through town and around 
Mt Ngongataha with the navigator trying 
to work out how these two ladies were 
thinking and interpreting their question 
and instructions.

Everyone had a great rally then went 
back to our clubrooms for a barbeque with 
a great day had by all who attended. We 
had new members out on the run, Ted and 
Betty Gooding driving a 1928 Nash sedan, 
and they had a real good time as they 
haven’t been out on a rally for many years 
but didn’t take long to catch on again.

Three cars are heading to Blenheim for 
the Easter Rally to see a bit of different 
scenery and to see how the other Island sets 
their runs etc and also to meet some new 
faces hoping those going will have a great 
weekend in the wine country.

Southland  Paul Rodmell
The Southland Rally got off to a 

running start with more than 80 cars 
driving through Queen’s Park to begin the 
timed section. The day started coolish, 
but turned out brilliantly later, especially 
for the lunch stop and Field Trials at the 
Riverton Rugby grounds. Once again it was 
pleasing to note the number of younger 
people in Vintage cars, in spite of a smaller 
than usual turnout.

The Mid-week run for February visited a 
magnificently restored 1958 Edsel on their 
way to the very pleasant picnic stop on 

a warm sunny day at Centre Bush. This 
event attracted some different members 
from usual since it was held on Waitangi 
Day when others were able to attend.

Southland VCC organised and ran 
a Vintage Class at the recent Teretonga 
Speed Fest. A Zephyr Special driven by 
Mark McFadden obtained the inaugural 
lap record of 1min 15.87sec. Interestingly 
drivers from other classes changed their 
classes to join the Vintage Class as the 
day went on; the number of entrants rising 
from 9 to 13, showing the popularity of the 
new class.

Meetings still feature a member 
presenting their vehicle or vehicles. This is 
proving interesting; with David Anderson 
talking avidly about his three bearing 
Austin 7 at the January meeting.

South Canterbury  Bill Weir
Mt Cook Rally Labour weekend 2007. 

After a welcome by President Alistair and 
a team talk from Norman, some 40 cars left 
the Clubrooms on the Annual pilgrimage 
to Twizel and Mt Cook.

The long route went through the Scenic 
Reserve, on to Gleniti Rd, Pages Rd and 
down Kellands Hill, driving through to 
Doake Rd to Pleasant Point for the only 
check point. From there, they headed up 
Tengawai Rd, Opihi Rd, down Gays Pass 
Rd, onto Middle Valley Rd coming out on 
Geraldine-Fairlie Highway.

The short route had travelled straight 
up the Main Highway, all meeting at the 
Village Green in Fairlie. After lunch we 
proceeded to Twizel, a very windy trip 
but all arrived safely. Sunday, field tests 
were done, then we continued on to 
Mt Cook where some enjoyed lunch at 
The Hermitage, before heading back to 
Twizel for dinner and prize-giving. Thanks 
Norman and Anne for another great Rally.

Kaiapoi 150 year Celebrations. Four 
vehicles from our Club took part in this 
event, taking the inland Scenic Route to 
Kaiapoi. All were Vintages! The nor’wester 
was fair whistling through the Rakaia 
and Waimakariri Gorges making driving 
rather interesting. Aerodynamics were not 
a strong point in the ‘20s. Made it to 
Kaiapoi and parked up for public Display 
with the Munros taking a prize for Best 
Dressed Family – it was dress in the era of 
your vehicle.

Veteran, Vintage and Commercial Rally 
was held on 18 November on a very nice 
day. Alan Ferguson, with Raewyn’s help, 
organised a complex run out of Timaru, 
criss-crossing using two routes, through 
Rosewill, out around Pleasant Point, ending 
up at the Sutherlands Hall which was a 
pleasant spot to meet at. There weren’t 
any Veterans on the rally, however a good 

number of Commercials, The Geddes’s 
Austin Van, new member Richard Davies 
little Fordson pick-up with Peter Cooke 
as crew and Bob and June Austin in the 
newly restored Model A pickup. The largest 
of them all was the 1935 Leyland Cub ex 
Timaru City Council belonging to Stuart 
Spurr. After lunch, we were able to walk 
through the gate into Dave Diamonds 
paddock and view the major collection of 
heavy metal, vehicles and tractors.

Motorcycle Rally 4 November had 16 
motorcyclists turn out for this event, with 
two from Oamaru and some Post Vintage 
members helping the numbers. It was a 
great day for a bike ride with the sun 
shinning brightly. The route took them 
out through Beaconsfield Rd, over Pareora 
Gorge to Cave for the Check Point manned 
by Norman and Anne Bunt. A stretch of 
the legs and an ice-cream then continuing 
over Davidsons Rd, Taiko Rd to meet up 
with Fairview Rd and back to Clubrooms 
for a barbeque and prizegiving. Thanks to 
Wayne and Michelle Irving who organised 
the run and others that helped on the day.

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the 
lookout for a good article for a future issue and 
we are now actively seeking more contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky 
authors per issue will win a coveted limited 
edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed 
or completed on a computer (any common 
word-processing program is okay) and they can 
be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if 
taken using a minimum four mega pixel digital 
camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea 
for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels 
Editorial Committee
Phone hm 03 385 9821, wk 029 236 3796  
(leave your name/number if engaged)  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels 
caps for this issue are Jan Hendrix and Terry 
Lambess. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. Don't forget we are always looking 
for good articles.

WIN
a limited edition  

Beaded Wheels cap!
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Anderson Trophy
1st Overall Grant Jones 1941 Indian.
2 Davy Jones 1923 Harley Davidson
Noel Jack Trophy 
1 Stewart Gutsell 1949 BSA (Otago)
2 Russell Dale 1955 BMW

An interesting route for the annual 
Christmas Run and Children’s Party took 
us through Fairview, Claremont and the 
Taiko zig-zag and on to a seldom used road 
to Evans Crossing, across the Pareora River 
where a visit was made to a small animal 
farm near Otipua where the children were 
all fascinated.

New Years Day Parade at Fairlie was 
a lovely hot day and members took the 
opportunity to have a picnic in the Domain 
before taking part in the annual parade.

Our annual Ladies Rally took place 27 
January and involved a run out to Hanging 
Rock where a lunch stop was scheduled 
beside the river then on to a visit at 
Mulvihill gardens near the Geraldine Fairlie 
highway, this property was much appreci-
ated. Lady driver of the day was Karen 
Goodman.

South Otago  Glenice Smith
On a sunny Sunday afternoon club 

members attended a Picnic Day at the Mt 
Stuart Reserve. The Mt Stuart Reserve 
is an iconic picnic area on the Central 
Otago highway not far from Milton and is 
being restored by local people, there are 
places to walk and a stream for fishing 
and paddling, a great family area. The club 
members, with 12 cars on display, enjoyed a 
great days entertainment and the weather 
was excellent. Congratulations to Wally 
and Alison Ollerenshaw, they went to the 
Southland Rally and came home with a 
prize for their class in the Time Section. 
The Gore Rally was held with nine cars 
from the South Otago club attending. 
Congratulations to Ian and Willma 
McDonald, 1st Post Vintage and Overall 
Winner; Wally and Alison Ollerenshaw, 
Peoples Choice; Murray Sutherland Post 60 
Time Trial and the Hard Luck story goes to 
Leon Maguire for getting a flat tyre. I hear 
there was a good time, good weather and 
great company which made it a great day. 
Happy and safe motoring to you all.

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
February 3 started the ball rolling for a 

series of events that has kept the members 
of Taranaki Branch entertained and able to 
partake of interesting events that have been 
successfully run.

First up was the Model T Ford club who 
had their AGM at our clubrooms. This 
event had approximately 30 model Ts and 
fifty members from all around the North 
Island and even from Wanaka in the South 
Island, where they drove and enjoyed the 

sights in the back country roads of east 
Taranaki and visited private museums on 
organised tours.

The Annual Waitara Mini – Vin Tour 
was held for the 35th time in Waitara and 
this year we had 21 entries. The rally route 
had nice easy written instructions with 14 
silent checks to find and 6 signage questions 
for observation to record. This year’s winner 
was Rodney and June Oliver in their 1951 
Morris Minor. Congratulations! Second 
place went to Des and Phyllis Cornwall in 
the 29 Graham Paige and third place went 
to Steven and Veronica Oliver in the 1912 
Ford Model T.

Then the big Americana hit New 
Plymouth with over 900 all American 
muscle cars motoring around Taranaki. 
Huge turnouts in Inglewood, Waitara, 
Stratford, Hawera and Opunake, and 
hundreds of roadside spectators are what 
those who visited Taranaki will remember. 
In those five days Taranaki has hosted a 
celebration of all things American from 
cowboy hats and Elvis to Chevrolet, Dodge, 
Ford and Cadillac cars. The star of the 
show was the Alstott’s 1935 Ford Roadster, 
a Ridler prize winning car on the American 
scene that was brought over especially for 
this years event from America. Remarkably 
Saturday’s parade through New Plymouth 
was the first time the car had been driven 
on public roads.

Ron Ingram has been making steady 
progress on his  1927 Dodge roadster resto-
ration over the last four years. He just has 
the windscreen and hood and then the rego 
and warrant to complete this fairly rare car.

Taupo  Jack Hindess
We had a good turnout at our Christmas 

Dinner which was held at the clubrooms, a 
function that we get caterers for. Good food 
and good company are the ingredients for a 

successful evening. The floorshow this year 
was a rendition of We Three Kings orches-
trated and parodied by Shona Harwood 
with Graham Mock and myself providing 
a solid bass accompaniment. We even had 
the audience singing the chorus.

Early in February the Taupo Gliding 
club put on an event which was the first 
of its kind in Taupo. Promoted as Picnic 
in the Park it consisted of aircraft displays 
both static and live, Peter Jackson’s WWI 
Vintage aircraft as well as Tiger Moths, 
gliders and of course music and dancers. 
We were represented by a good turnout of 
vehicles, which, for some reason, seemed 
to be dominated by sportscars. Some of 
the aerobatics by the gliders were hard 
to believe and the YAK formation and 
aerobatic flying was quite remarkable.

Our first club night of the year was a 
barbeque at the clubrooms, which went 
off very well. It was also an opportunity 
for members to see the alterations to the 
clubrooms which had seen some progress 
over the holiday break.

Lester Strawbridge, our Editor, has 
recently written some informative articles 
on Fuel Systems. These can be found in 
our Branch magazines of November and 
January/February. I commend them to you.

idletorque

Waikato: 50th Anniversary Meeting

Taupo: The Three Kings
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Waikato  Jeremy Brook
The branch held its 50th anniversary 

meeting on the 13 February 2008. This was 
exactly 50 years to the day after the original 
founding members met in Hamilton to 
consider forming a club in 1958. Some of 
the original founder members were present 
including Dave Hall who was the original 
secretary. Over a hundred people attended 
the meeting and the club captain Graham 
Pate proposed a toast to the founder 
members. The Branch’s history was covered 
by various speakers including Roy Rowe, 
Howard Porteous, Bob Hayton, Ross Jowitt 
and Des Harvey. The newly decorated 
clubrooms provided a suitable venue for the 
evening.

Other events that members have partici-
pated in over the last few weeks have been 
a New Year’s Day run organised by Bob 
Hayton and Fred Rix which involved a trip 
to Lake Hakanoa at Huntly. We had 25 cars 
out on that day with 50 people attending.

Our annual event of Blue Smoke and 
Pedals was run by Ron Tuck and Bob 
Hayton at Tamahere. Over 180 people 
turned up and enjoyed the event.

Peter Spiller and Bob Hayton arranged 
a motor cycle tour with over 40 people 
participating and enjoying a 400 mile tour 
through the King Country and central 
North Island districts. On Friday night 
there was a shared meal with the King 
Country branch at Taumaranui.

On Waitangi Day there was a tour led 
by Graham Pate to Matamata to visit Don 
Catchpole and see his GT40 as well as 
Bruce Catchpole’s Stutz. Branch members 
then moved on to a display of model trains.

Wanganui  Fay Chamberlain
The Gumboot Rally in Taihape 

(Wanganui’s northern territory), saw a 
good turnout of vehicles for their annual 
run, and made a great start to 2008 for 
the winners, Lee and Keith Turner. Also 
successful, was the annual Burma Rally 
held over Wellington Anniversary weekend. 
Just under 50 entrants this time, including 
a good number of out-of-towners, one of 
whom proved the winner! (Ron Upchurch 
– ably assisted by his wife Jackie). The 
winding, dusty, gravel, grass centred 
Kauparaora Road up the Wanganui River, 
up and down hills over the hinterland and 
eventually returning to civilisation out Kai 
Iwi way certainly sorted the men from the 
boys!

Less competitive, was the casual run to 
Hawera for their Hay Day where Vintage 
tractor, hay-baling machinery, etc was the 
order of the day. Very hot, but well attended 
and much enjoyed by those who went.

Fundraising has been boosted with three 
new members this month.

Wanganui’s Annual Heritage Weekend 
on 15-16 March will see many members 
involved in some way or other. (Mainstreet 
market day, ’round town rally, Classic 
Motorshow, Chicago stage show etc.) There 
will be some great photo choices for next 
months mag!

Wellsford/Warkworth   
Rita Jorgensen

We had a good showing of vehicles at 
the Warkworth A&P Show on 19 January.

Among them was Wilbur Brown’s 1915 
Metz. He made a dozen trips around the 
paddock and then the brakes seized which 
was very disappointing for him. There was 
also a display of stationary engines.

The Inaugural commercial Rally for 
our branch was held on 2-3 February, 
organised by Jeff Thorpe. One part was 
started off by Wilbur Brown at Helensville 
on the Saturday morning, the other left 
from Dargaville to meet up at the Paparoa 
Show at mid-day. This is the forerunner 
for a yearly event to possibly be put on the 
National calendar.

Entered were: 1954 Bedford 5 ton, 
1954 Thames Cost Cutter, Chev 4x4 army 
vehicle, 1942 Ford V8 5 ton rebuilt from 
a fire engine, 1955 International pick-up, 
2x1937 Chev pick-ups, 1930 Ford A roadster 
pick-up, Peugeot pick-up camper on back 
and a 1958 Morris Minor van.

There was a camp-out on Saturday night, 
Wellsford members travelled up to Paparoa and 
regrouped later in the day at Brenda and Leon 
Salts, at Tomorata for a poolside barbeque.

After the conclusion of business matters 
at our January meeting, there was an 
in-depth discussion of the Humber car. 
Doug Hamilton has purchased a 1933-34 
Humber Sports Saloon. This vehicle is 
believed to have belonged to the Aga Khan. 
It just needs some tidying up work done.

Wilbur Brown in his apprenticeship days 
in the 1950s had the job of repairing the 
mudguard dings on this car.

Greg Brown took his 1958 Austin A95 
to the Galaxy of Cars show at MOTAT on 
3 February, as part of the Flying A Club. 
Their display won on the day.
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Wanganui: Winners of Burma Rally, Ron & Jackie 
Upchurch ‘Wow, what a surprise’.

Joining the VCC in February 1983, 
Murray was a very active member of the 
VCC particularly latterly with his motorcy-
cles. He and Elaine had attended many of 
the National and branch level Motorcycle 
Rallies, in the last 10-15 years, and had 
attended some events over in Tasmania.  
Unfortunately he did not quite make the 
25 year badge status. But he packed a lot 
into those near 25 years.

 Marion McConachie

Murray 
Hamilton 
Otago Branch

Joining the VCC in Feb 1988, Denis put 
his all into the VCC especially in relation 
to his Vauxhall vehicles. His mathemat-
ical skills were well used when it came to 
producing results for various rallies. He also 
attended Vauxhall rallies in NZ, Australia, 
and England.  He  just last year completed 
the restoration of his Vauxhall  Vagabond. 
Our branch feels it fitting to be able to 
have the restoration project included in 
Beaded Wheels, having stirred an interest 
with many VCC members throughout the 
world.

 Marion McConachie

Denis Oswald 
Johnson 
Otago Branch

Denis in the Vagabond.

obituaries
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Douglas Wood was best known for the 
numerous historical and technical articles 
he wrote for Beaded Wheels over a period of 
30 years.

Doug started in the motor trade in 1928 
as an apprentice mechanic with John W 
Andrew and two years later he transferred 
to the Auckland Aero Club to assist the 
aircraft engineer, Fred North, at Mangere 
Aerodrome. After completing his aircraft 
Ground Engineer’s licence he moved back 
into the motor trade but returned to aircraft 
at the start of WWII to train others and 
supervise maintenance at Rongatai, and 
Hobsonville.

After the war he worked for Seabrook 
Fowlds assembly plant in Auckland. He then 
started his own Austin agency at Pukekohe 
where he started to collect Veteran and 
Vintage Austins.

Doug joined the Auckland V&V in 1963 
with a Austin 16/6 and started writing the 
Auckland Branch notes in 1968. He wrote 
up the restoration of his Veteran Austin 10, 
and the 12/4 soon after and produced his 
first technical articles in 1971.

This was followed by descriptions of 
Auckland-Wellington timed runs with 
several makes of cars and a series of more 
than 50 articles on makes and components 
which he had seen or worked on.

When Dick Messenger died in 1980 Doug 
took over his incomplete motor racing notes, 
press clippings and programmes and put 
together a history of pre-war speed events, 
which he titled Flat to the Boards. This book 
stands today 25 years after publication as a 
textbook for motor racing in the period.

Doug was a member of Bay of Plenty 
Branch for eight years and when he returned 

Douglas Wood 
Auckland Branch 
29 January 1913 – 15 January 2008

obituaries

The NZ Vintage Car Club has just lost 
one of it’s most senior members, senior in 
every way, and he will be sadly missed. Phil 
received his 50 year membership award in 
2004 from our National President Leigh 
Craythorne. He joined the independent 
Auckland Veteran & Vintage Car Club 
in 1954 with a Model T truck that had 
been in his family’s care for many years, 
(and continues so today.) An accom-
plished motor mechanic, he subsequently 
owned and restored a number of cars and 
trucks. In the early ’60s he purchased his 
first Citroen, a car which although not a 
particularly good example of the marque 
nevertheless convinced him of the advan-
tages of the traction avante model. He 
went on to own many Citroens and to 
become one of NZ’s foremost authorities on 
them. Another car which he bought early 
on was a 1923 Essex Four tourer, which he 
restored and motored in the Haast Rally of 
1965, and which is currently awaiting some 
TLC in order to resume rallying.

Phil served on the Branch committee 
during the late ’60s and early ’70s, and 
was a tireless worker on Gymnics and the 

Philip Allan Jones 
Auckland Branch 
23 April 1935 – 16 February 2008

first Auckland Commercial Rallies. He 
supported the Commercial section right up 
until his death. He was also on the organ-
ising committee for the highly successful 
National Veteran Rally in 2007, and has 
organised an annual Night Trial for many 
years. Prominent in the local motor trade, 
he opened his own repair business, (Auto 
France) which quickly gained a nation 
wide reputation for servicing Citroens. The 
business will carry on under the guidance of 
his equally knowledgeable son David, and 
his widow Sue. He was also a prime mover 
in the NZ Citroen Car Club.

Always interested in management of 
any organisation he belonged to, he was a 
regular attendee at branch AGMs, and also 
National Conferences whenever possible, 
and invariably had some thought provoking 
input. In the days before full travel expenses 
were available, it was common for many 
members to drive the length and breadth 
of the country to attend meetings, and 
Phil was no exception. He and I enjoyed 
some stimulating discussions as we put the 
world (and The Club) to rights during those 
marathon road trips. He had strong views 
on finance and monetary systems. Many 
will recall his frequent comment on treasur-
er’s reports “our balance sheets should never 
show a profit, it’s a surplus”. And over all, 
was his fantastic memory and knowledge 
of things mechanical, particularly Citroen, 
Hudson/Essex, and Leyland Comets. Not 
to mention people and places. Who will we 
go to now for that elusive answer to a query, 
or for the name of that person who was 
a member 40 years ago with that obscure 
make of car?

Phil will be remembered by all who 
met him for his unique laugh, his rather 
droll sense of humour, his readiness to 
help others, and most of all his immense 
knowledge in such a wide area of things 
that really matter in this life. We extend 
our sympathy and support to Sue and the 
family.

 Norm Dewhurst QSM

to Auckland the Austin fleet had to be 
reduced and the 7, 10 and 16 were sold.

It was my pleasure to give Doug some 
Veteran motoring in later years when he 
accompanied me to Christchurch for the 
First Pan Pacific and many other North 
Island runs that followed,

Doug died just two weeks short of his 
95th birthday and his wife Betty died the 
following day. They had been married for 69 
years. Our condolences go to their families.

 Barry Robert
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