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PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
welcome from all Beaded Wheels readers.
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available 
information to 
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Laserprints/photocopies 
are not suitable. Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

Photographs supplied by John Moffat of Wellington. He writes: 
“these photos were found amongst my mother’s (Rachel Holmes) effects. 
Her uncle Walter Journeaux owned a prosperous bakery in Hawera and 
sometime in the early 1920s he is thought to have taken a few relations, Rachel 
included, on a trip to Rotorua.”
Right: Rachel Holmes standing alongside a car looking a little ruffled and tired. 
Location and date unknown but family estimate it as 1922-25. The make and 
model of the car can probably be discerned by knowledgeable readers.
Above:  The same vehicle standing in the yard of a hotel probably around the 
dining room mealtime perhaps at Te Awamutu or Rotorua.
Maybe of interest is the “Commercial Room” which was fairly common in 
those days, used by commercial travellers who arrived by train or however, with 
samples in big suitcases for presentation to invited interested parties. It was a 
cosy, wet sort of arrangement which no doubt accounted for the thirst of many 
of the oldtime Commercial Travellers.

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
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Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
until October 2009.
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Scott Thompson investigates the 
origins of the strange relationship 
between American and English 
motorsport, page 16.

The beginnings of Russell Dale’s 1911 
Abingdon King Dick, see Brass Notes, 
page 32.

Looking back over 50 years of mini 
culture, page 26.
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4 Beaded Wheels

president’s message

As you will now be aware this is my 
last report as National President. In fact 
by the time you read this the AGM will 
have passed and John Coomber will be 
the President. I take the opportunity 
to congratulate John on attaining this 
position and I know he will fulfill the role 
with the dignity it deserves.

As I said in my annual report it has 
been an honour and privilege to be your 
National President for the past three 
years.

When I originally accepted the nomina-
tion for this position I was fortunate enough 
to be working for a national company who 
encouraged staff to be involved in such 
pursuits. Times change and 18 months ago 
Gaynor and I and another couple decided 
to establish a business of our own and so 
I now find myself without the necessary 
time to devote to the role of President of 
your club.

As I reflect back, my involvement with 
the club has been extensive, resulting in 
many friendships being formed and many 
more great experiences had.

I think it was 22 years ago when we had 
just moved to Hamilton from Taranaki and 
Gaynor and I attended our first Waikato 
Branch AGM. We recognised a couple of 
faces and that was all. During the call for 
committee members my name was called 
out and while I tried to talk my way out 
of any involvement it didn’t work. Local 
branch member, Reg Ridley, announced 
that the only way to get to meet people 
was to be involved. The deal was done. 

General committee work continued 
until I was elected to Branch Chairman 
in 1994. This lasted only for one year as 
the appointment to the position of Rally 
Director for the 2000 Rally curtailed any 
further committee involvement at branch 
level. I remember very well a conversa-
tion I had with my dad in 1994, when 
it had been suggested that I should 
consider the Rally Director’s role and I 
was feeling hesitant until Dad gave me 
some quite brief but plain advice and 
encouragement. Fortunately I listened and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. After 
the completion of the 2000 Rally, election 
to the Management Committee ensured 
I was kept busy for the next few years. 
I have enjoyed the robust discussions at 
committee meetings, and the way everyone 
has respect for each other’s opinion. 

As with everything there are some sad 
moments and from this perspective the 
sudden passing of sitting Management 
Committee members was a difficult time 
for all. Frank Delatour Bruce Pidgeon and 
Rob Knight will always be fondly remem-
bered. 

I would also like to acknowledge all of 
the various members of the Management 
Committee I have been involved with over 
the years for the tireless work they have 
done on your behalf and personally for the 
friendship and support they have given 
me.

Both Gaynor and I treasure the friend-
ships we have made both at local and 
national level, and I leave the position of 
President knowing that the club is in a 
sound financial position with a dedicated 
team of people, all volunteers, steering the 
club into the future.

Finally I would like to pay a tribute to 
my wife, Gaynor. Without her unswerving 
support this would not have been possible. 
She has spent many hours checking my 
spelling and grammar and has assisted 
me at official functions by making sure I 
have my speech notes, wear the correct tie, 
know the names of the officials, have the 
certificates that need to presented, and for 
just being there to discuss matters with.

My very best wishes to the incoming 
President and Management Committee 
and I wish the club continued success and 
growth into the future.

 Greg Terrill
National President

as we see it

A scam we were made aware of recently 
deserves an airing here. A couple of fellows, 
one a Kiwi and the other an Englishman, 
asked the owner of a New Zealand collec-
tion of Vintage machinery if they could 
take photos of some of his machines with 
the intention to include them in a book 
they were writing. Approval was granted 
and many photos were taken, including 
some of the car collection as well. A 
month or so later a collector in England 
was shown the photos and expressed an 
interest in three of the machines. Later, 
when provided with Heritage Certificates 
purporting to be from New Zealand, he 
paid over the asking price. This was the 
last he saw of the two sellers and, naturally 
the New Zealand collector knew nothing 
of this! It was discovered later that the 
Heritage Certificates were forged. Lessons 
here are twofold. If someone unknown 
to you wishes to take photos of your 
vehicles then you best check the people 
out thoroughly first to avoid being part of 
a scam you know nothing about. Secondly, 
if you are offered something for sale then, 
unless you know who you are dealing with, 
don’t pass over the money until you have 
checked things out. In this case it would 
have been straightforward to check out 
the Heritage Certificates and uncover the 
fraud.

The internet is a great source of infor-
mation, some of it even correct! We at 
Beaded Wheels try to provide our readers 
with originality in articles so we only use 
the internet as required to gain further 
information or seek confirmation of 
something. What we wish to discourage 
is the wholesale lifting of complete articles 
from the internet and have it presented 
to us for publication. Nothing wrong with 
researching but please use your own words 
so that we end up with an interesting 
original article. We will occasionally use 
an article that has been printed previously 
in another publication (with acknowledge-
ments), but only when we feel that airing 
the article in Beaded Wheels will bring new 
information to our readers.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels
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AUGUST  
 8 Canterbury Around the Bays MC Run
 14-16 Nth Otago Pre ‘39 Run
 16 North Shore Triple Combined Rally
 16 E Bay of Plenty Club Run
 16 Hawke’s Bay Club Run
 16 Waikato Motor Cycle Run
 16 Nelson Club Run
 16 Marlborough Renwick Trial (Mainland Sporting 

Trials Championship)

 16 Canterbury High Tea
 16 Sth Canterbury Night trial
 16 Otago PWV/P60V Rally
 17 Wairarapa Wairarapa VCC Club Run
 19 Horowhenua Sunday Run
 20 Waimate Charity Auction Night
 22 Far North Stevenson’s Steaming 

Saturday
 22 Hawke’s Bay Old Time Music Hall Night
 22 Wellington Night Trial
 23 Auckland Motorcycle Kick Start Rally
 23 Gisborne Annual Dinner
 23 Taranaki Ladies Run
 23 Wellington Festival Rally
 27 Southland Auction Night
 29-30 Manawatu Three Clubs Tour
 29-30 Rotorua Sulphur City Rally
 30 Auckland Tulip Run
 30 Gisborne Club Run
 30 Waikato Ladies Rally

 SEPTEMBER  
 2 Wanganui Shiny Parts Auction
 4-6 Waikato Touring Weekend
 5-6 E Bay of Plenty Opotiki Silent Movies
 5 Banks Peninsula Club Race Day, Levels
 5 Waimate Swap Meet
 6 Auckland PW/PWV/P60V Rally
 6 Gisborne Silent Movies (Opotiki)
 6 Manawatu BYO tea at Clubrooms
 6 Canterbury Motorcycle Rough Run
 6 Ashburton/ Opening Run

  Sth Canterbury
 7 Sth Canterbury Opening Run
 12 Banks Peninsula Gebbies Pass Hillclimb
 12 Northland Swap Meet
 12 Canterbury Woman Drivers’ Rally
 13 Waikato Kairangi Hill Climb
 13 Horowhenua Citvin Challenge Shield
 13 Rotorua Mystery Run
 13 Manawatu Vintage Only Rally
 13 Nelson Dennis King Memorial Trial 

Happy Valley
 13 Banks Peninsula Kinloch Hillclimb Little River
 18-20 Taranaki Rubber Duckie MC Rally
 19 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
 20 Banks Peninsula Opening Run
 20 Wellington Social Country Run
 23 Rotorua Midweek Run
 26-27 North Shore Spring Tour
 26-27 Wellington Tom’s Tour
 27 Gisborne Navigators’ Run
 27 Canterbury Annual Awards Dinner
 27 Central Otago Blossom Festival Rally 

OCTOBER  
 2-4 Otago Dunvegan MC Rally
 3 Hawke’s Bay Te Onepu Hillclimb
 3 Manawatu Veteran Rally
 3 Ashburton Veteran Vintage Run
 3-4 Waikato Post Vintage Rally
 4 Hawke’s Bay Pukeora Hillclimb
 9-11 Canterbury Swap Meet
 10 King Country Journey Through Time
 10 Banks Peninsula Club Race Day, Ruapuna
 11 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 11 Horowhenua Sunday Run
 11 Ashburton Spring Rally 
 17 Manawatu Manfield Swap Meet
 17-18 Canterbury Girder Forks Rally
 17-18 Southland Moped Run to Stewart Island
 18 Rotorua Club Run
 18 Southland V/PWV Rally
 18 Wellington Heritage Rally

 23-26 Hawke’s Bay Safari
 23-25 Waimate National Commercial Rally
 24 Far North Matthews’ Live Day
 24-25 Auckland Hunua 100 Rally
 24-26 Gisborne Model T Rally visiting Gisborne
 24-25 Sth Otago Combined South Otago/

Southland/Gore & Central 
Otago Rally

 24-26 Nelson Nelson Biennial Rally
 24-26 Sth Canterbury Labour Weekend Mt Cook
 24-2 Nov   Gore  Veteran Vintage Tour inc Mt 

Cook Rally
 31 Waikato Veteran Rally
 31 Canterbury Annual Veteran Rally

NOVEMBER  
 1 Sth Canty Motorbike Rally
 6-8 Gisborne Visit to Eastern BOP Branch
 7 Wellington Annual November Rally
 7 Otago Taieri Tour
 7 Southland Commercial Rally
 7-8 Northland Far North Tour
 6-8 Sth Cant Safari Weekend
 8 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
 8 Nelson Herb Fox Hill Climb
 8 Canterbury Homestead Run
 13-15 Canterbury Show Weekend Tour
 13-15 Hawke’s Bay Progressive Meats Ltd Hawke’s 

Bay VCC Golden Jubilee
 14 Hawke’s Bay Veteran & 2 Wheel Brake Rally
 14-15 Southland Arrowtown MC Rally
 14 Sth Otago South Otago Rally
 15 Waikato Cambridge Swap Meet 
 15 Nelson Club Run
 15 Sth Cant Vet/Vin/Commercial Run
 20-22 Auckland MC Rally & Swapmeet
 21 Far North Dunny Run
 21 Gore Josephville Hill Climb
 21 Southland Heritage Run
 22 Southland Hokonui Hill Climb 
 28 Canterbury Christmas Night Run & Social
 29 South Waikato TTT Rally

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of month prior to magazine publication

Total     engine overhauls
Contact

Phone
Fax

Mobile

EmailShirley
MOTORS
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6 Beaded Wheels

Dear Sir
The lower photo in Issue 298 showing Mr 

Wilton’s uncle indicates the car is a Falcon 
Knight coupe. Going by the shape of the 
sun visor it is a 1927 Model 10. The Falcon 
Knight was introduced in the USA on 15 
March 1927 and continued in manufacture 
into 1928. It shared some mechanical parts 
with the Whippet Six but used a small 
157 cu in double sleeve Knight engine. 
The whole thing was a Willys Overland 
marketing/branding exercise. The car was 
progressively discontinued after the arrival 
of the Willys Knight Model 56 in January 
1928. The WK 56 used the same engine as 
the FK. The registration plates  are 1927/8. 
Several Falcon Knights survived here. The 
late Robbie Grant of Balfour had two in 
the 1970s. A Model 10 sedan was seen at 
Auckland VCC rallies at this time and Bill 
Skeggs of Bluff restored a Model 12 which 
I think has gone to the Wanaka Transport 
Museum.

Mr Wilton’s comments on the number 
plates on the Graham Bros truck photo in 
Issue 297 are not correct. Plates prefixed 
NZ were only issued during the 1925/6 
licencing year. These plates were the first 
to be issued nationally. The numerals were 
white, the background a light green. These 
plates were apparently manufactured in 
the USA. We then manufactured our own 
plates. Whoever captioned the photo for 
BW was right about the plates.

John Stokes
Ed note – An error in Issue 298 saw page 
two photographs wrongly attributed to Peter 
Wilton of Taihape. These should have been 
attributed to R N Farrer, Wanganui.

Dear Sir
Pioneer NZ chiropractor Tom Giles 

owned a number of significant cars in 
Auckland from the ’40s to to the late ’60s. 
He was my grandfather-in-law and on my 
next trip to NZ from South Australia, I 
am hoping to catch up with any owners of 
cars which can be traced to his ownership. 
I am the librarian for The Sporting Car 
Club of South Australia, and as such a 
subscriber to your excellent magazine. I am 
planning to be at the Art Deco Festival in 
Hastings next February. I can be contacted 
as below.

Michael Gasking
Adelaide, South Australia.
gasking@esc.net.au

mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

National Annual General Meeting
The Club’s Annual General Meeting 

and Executive Meeting took place in 
Christchurch on 1 August 2009. The 
Executive also met on 31 July and 1 August 
2009. (The Executive is made up of each 
Branch Chairman and one other delegate 
plus the Management Committee). Your 
delegates should be able to report to you 
on the proceedings. The minutes for the 
Executive Meeting are distributed to each 
Branch Secretary as soon as possible and 
all members will receive minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting, Branch Office 
details and a list of Calendar of Events, as 
an insert, in the October/November issue 
of Beaded Wheels.

Important things to Note
Please advise the National Office in 

writing if you have changed address or 
vehicle ownership.

VCC ID Card/Authenticity 
Statement Requirements

• Vehicle Identity Card/Authenticity 
Statement applications must go to 
your branch who will deal with them 
from there. The only exception is a 
straight change of ownership with no 
alterations to a vehicle. In this case, 
ask your Branch Secretary for a VIC 
Change of Ownership form, complete 
this and return it to the National 
Office.

• All Applications for Vehicle Identity 
Cards and Authenticity Statements 
must include photos of the vehicle. 
Applications cannot be processed 
without these.

• If you require a Lighting Endorsement 
for a vehicle, you must complete 
both the Vehicle Identity Card/
Authenticity Statement applica-
tion form and Lighting Endorsement 
form and return these to your Branch 
Secretary for processing. 

Branch Transfer
Any wish to transfer between branches 

requires the completion of a transfer form. 
This can be obtained through your branch 
secretary and must be fully completed 
before being sent to the National Office.

VCC Continuous Membership Badges
The Branch Manual covers the process 

for members to apply for 25, 35 and 50 year 
continuous membership badges. Please 
contact your branch secretary.

VCC Speed Events

• It is compulsory to hold a Vehicle 
Identity Card if you are entering a 
National Rally or any VCC Speed 
Event. Some branches may make it 
a condition to hold a VIC if they so 
choose.

• It is compulsory for any member 
attending a VCC Speed Event to 
hold a current VCC Historic Racing 
Licence and VCC Log Book for the 
vehicle they are using.

VCC Website
The Club’s Website www.vcc.org.nz

hosts a variety of information including 
a copy of the Branch Manual and 
Constitution. 

Club Archives
The Club Archivist opens the Club 

Archive on Friday’s for visitors. Betty 
can be contacted to make arrangements 
to visit the Archive outside these times. 
(Contact details provided on the Calendar 
of Events and Branch and Management 
Office details, published and inserted each 
year in the October/November Beaded 
Wheels.)

All application forms for the above are 
obtainable from your branch, the club's 
website (www.vcc.org.nz) or the national 
office

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 
membership application forms and your local branch contact details. You may also 
contact your local branch directly for application forms and details, see page 2.
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Let me explain. When I got involved in 
motor sport I couldn’t afford dry sumping 
and expensive race oils. A compromise was 
needed, bigger wet sump, ordinary oil and 
Molyslip. From memory I used three bottles 
to an 8 pint sump in a 186 Holden. My 
regime was to change bearing shells every 
six races. I well recall using up to 7,000rpm 
round the hairpin at Manfield with the oil 
light on. One meeting I sheared the pin 
holding the drive gear on the oil pump 
but with 1½ laps to go I decided to press 
on. On the trailer afterwards the problem 
was located and fixed, then the bearings 
came out. I was stunned at what I saw. The 
crank was perfect and the shells the same. 
They had a dark grey surface. Why? The 
Molyslip was impregnated into the surface. 
On another occasion, also at Manfeild, I 
spent a few days of private practice before 
a meeting and changed the bearings 
before race practice. When filling with oil 
I discovered I’d left my Molyslip behind 
and couldn’t purchase any locally. The 
result was two short practice sessions and 
run bearings race one; changed bearings 
and race two completed; run bearings race 
three. I wish we still had Molyslip, I’d run 
it in my non-race Bradford.

John Thorby

Dear Sir
Congratulations on the standard of 

Beaded Wheels of late. The standard has 
been high for a long time but just lately 
you seem to have been able to publish 
an increasing number of very well written 
articles and reports. 

Now to the point of this missive, I have 
recently purchased a car which has a piece 
of equipment mounted on the inner guard 
which I am hoping members might be able 
to tell me about or, if I am lucky, supply 
instructions for. It is a cast metal bracket 
and top with a glass container clipped on 
below, rather like a large version of a water 
trap or fuel filter but it also has two adjust-
able knobs on the top and a pipe going to a 
vacuum take off on the inlet manifold. There 
is a second pipe which is not connected to 
anything, just hanging down. The metal 
top is marked “Mechanical Equipment Co 
Ltd, High St, Auckland”. My guess is that 
it is an adjustable dispenser for an upper 
cylinder lubricant such as ReDex but I am 
curious about the second pipe and the need 
for two adjusting knobs. Any clues, sugges-
tions or ideas would be welcome. 

Ian Verrall

Dear Sir,
We are trying to gather information 

as well as photographs depicting a 1937 
Willys pickup truck. We have the remains 
of two of these vehicles, one was originally 

used by the Canterbury Farmers Co-op in 
Geraldine from new. This truck has had 
the original pickup wellside deck cut off 
and a flat deck put on. The original decks 
were wellside and attached to the back of 
the cab, not like the Chevs, which were 
a separate unit. The pickup had a straight 
back to the cab like the American pickup 
(which had the separate deck), not like the 
Australian cabs that were rounded like a 
coupe (but had an attached wellside deck). 
We believe that these came in to New 
Zealand as a cowl and chassis. We would 
appreciate any help you or your readers 
can give as we hope to restore the vehicle 
as close as possible to original. We can be 
contacted as below. 

Helen Turnbull
Phone 03 697 4885
138 Maslin Road, RD 21, 
Geraldine 7991

 Beaded Wheels 7

Dear Sir
Below are photocopies from the 

Southland Daily News of 13 February, 1959.
Long gone out of business (the paper), 

both clips are from page 11 – see Poets 
Corner. How pertinent, a poem about 
Willis Brown; the poet was the late F W 
G (Fred) Miller.

The advertisement for the Southland 
Golden Jubilee Rally is an interesting look 
at the Vintage Car Movement of the era, 
50 years ago.

David McIvor

Dear Sir
As usual I read Beaded Wheels No 297 

cover to cover with great interest. However 
a comment made in “The Way We Were” 
has prompted me to put pen to paper. As 
a mechanic in the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s I too 
was well aware of various gimmicks and 
so called miracle oil additives. However, 
to list Molyslip as one of these got to 
me. Molyslip was molybdenum disulphide 
based and therefore a lubricant. To me it 
was the only additive to use. 

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS,
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

mailbag

Ed note: Sadly we note the recent death of Willis 
Brown.
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8 Beaded Wheels

My son has lived in Japan for the 
past 14 years. I spent the month 
of March with him and his 

family and spent time travelling around 
that country.

Knowing my interest in motor vehicles 
he arranged for me to visit the main offices 
of the Toyota Motor Company in Toyota 
City and the museum that is part of the 
complex. This was followed by a conducted 
tour of the Toyota car assembly plant and 
then a visit to the Toyota Automobile 
Museum in Nagakute, which displays a 
collection of historic vehicles. This 
exhibition is housed in a purpose-built 
multi-storey building with guided tours 
around the exhibits. (Floor area 20,000m² 
and 150 vehicles of various makes.) 

Although visiting these venues left 
me in awe, the highlight of my visit to 
Japan would still have to be the time spent 
at the Toyota Commemorative Museum 
of Industry and Technology in Nagoya, 
Japan’s third largest city.

With the increasing number of Club 
members running Japanese vehicles, I 
thought a little information in reference to 
them and the way they were would not be 
out of place here.

The History
Toyota had its origins in the “Toyoda 

Spinning and Weaving Co. Ltd.” founded 
in 1885 which was housed in factory 
buildings in Nagoya. The company special-
ised in the manufacture of high quality 
textiles and was founded by Sakichi 
Toyoda, and his oldest son Kiichiro. Sakichi 
achieved additional fame by inventing an 

THE WAY WE WERE
Words Grant Hitchings  Photographs Kumiko Hitchingsuzu

automatic loom which revolutionised the 
manufacture of his textiles. It seems his 
company aim was always to emphasize the 
importance of embracing “The spirit of 
being studious and creative, and the joy 
of making things”. Toyota still emphasizes 
this aim today.

About 1900 the company began 
making motor vehicles, marketing them 
under the brand name “Toyoda” until 
in 1937 for various reasons the company 
name changed to “Toyota”. (The company 
thought that the new name sounded better 
than the old and it also wanted its staff to 
be loyal to the company, not the family. 
The other reasons were connected to the 
Japanese lucky number 8, the number of 
Japanese characters in the word Toyota 
and the slopes of Mount Fuji – all far to 
complicated to explain here – and even for 
me to remember.) 

After World War II the Toyota company 
relocated to a town named Koromo which 
in 2005, mainly due to the development of 
the company, became Toyota City with a 
population of around 400,000. 

The Commemorative Museum
The original Toyoda factory complex 

in Nagoya has been preserved and redeco-
rated with some of the original machinery 
retained to become a “live” museum – 
The Toyota Commemorative Museum of 
Industry and Technology .

It has been subdivided into three 
sections.

The first area “Technoland” is really 
an adventure playground for young 
children to experience the principles and 

mechanisms used in machinery although I 
noticed there seemed to be as many adults 
as children enjoying the wind tunnel, 
treadmill, hovercraft and the other items 
of interest. I certainly filled in some time 
there and thoroughly enjoyed myself.

The second area is a preservation of the 
original spinning and weaving plant with 
working displays of some of the original 
looms and spinning machines demon-
strated by young lady attendants. Visitors 
can follow the evolution of the textile 
industry from the original machines to 
today’s mechatronic (their word – not 
mine) equipment. (I think it means 
computer-controlled.)

To me the third area held most interest 
being devoted to the history and manufac-
ture of the Toyota motor vehicle. It covers 
all aspects of production. This area included 
a section dealing with metal working – 
demonstrating casting, forging and cutting. 
Until then I had assumed most car parts 
were cast until a 120 ton press started 
stamping a variety of car components from 
red-hot billets of steel. There is also an 
interesting working display covering the 
casting and machining of motor vehicle 
engines. The major item of interest though 
is a 600 ton American made press which 
dwarfs all other exhibits.

The First Production Vehicles
Toyoda built its first vehicle in 1902, 

a smart looking Veteran equipped with a 
motor built in the USA. Vehicle construc-
tion continued on a one-off basis until in 
1935 management decided to upgrade and 
mass produce its products. A prototype 
saloon car and truck were built and these 
were shown and demonstrated to the 
public in 1936 with production starting 
soon after.

I was interested to see in this section 
of the museum a wooden mock-up model 
of the prototype car showing the way 
it was used as a former for shaping the 
body panelling. On display is a mannikin 
making a mudguard by hand-beating, and 
another fitting the left hand front guard to 
the model. 

The car had an all steel body and this, 
and the engine, were copied from the then 
current Citroen and Chrysler products. 
Ford cars were the inspiration for the 
chassis and drive train and the appearance 
of the car resembled a “De Soto/Chrysler 
Airflow”. The car designated Model 
AA had a six cylinder engine of 3,389cc 
capacity with OHV configuration. 

A diorama shows the way a wooden mock-up 
of the “Model AA” saloon was used to form the 
body panels. Mannikin on the right is fitting the 
LHS guard while the mannikin in the foreground 
is hand-beating to shape the RHS guard.
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING 
of engine bearings

Like its sibling, the truck also had a 
3,389 cc engine. According to the museum 
brochure “Toyoda’s first truck with its 
floating type rear axle and hydraulic 
brakes speak of the fervour that went into 
the vehicle’s production”. 

Displayed were replicas of both vehicles 
magnificently presented as would be 
expected of a major Japanese company, 
and there is an abbreviated assembly line 
with a few partially assembled cars to illus-
trate the assembly process.

The Conclusion
I like Japan. I found the people friendly 

and they do things very well. Obviously I 
am always mindful of how Japan would 
relate to our old-car movement. Their 
modern cars have a life on the road of five 
years before spiralling increases in on-the-
road costs quickly encourage their demise. 
Away from their very busy cities the roads 
seem either multi lane high-speed highways 
or single lane streets through towns, so I 
have not felt optimistic about the future 
for VCC activity. However this feeling 

changed one day when I noticed a group of 
motorcyclists outside a café. Parked was a 
tired-looking mid-50s Triumph and a 
reasonably-flash Italian made Laverda as 
well as a clutch of nondescript Japanese 
produced ‘bikes. On their leather jackets 
the riders were all sporting gaudy, near-new 
‘patches’ all proclaiming (in English) that 
they were the VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE 
CLUB ESTABLISHED 2005. Well I 
suppose all clubs have to start sometime.
 bw  

1936 and the first production car by Toyoda is on 
display.

In the main exhibition hall stands a replica of the first mass 
produced truck by Toyoda with an interested foreign visitor 
engaged in deep and meaningful discussion about the display 
with one of the exhibition hosts.

“Technoland” with two fathers and a couple 
of youngsters exploring the intricacies of 
mechanical gearing.

thewaywewere
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Taupo to Hastings by the direct route SH5 is about 105 
miles. This ‘long way round’ multiplies that figure by ten, 
so clearly the Club Captain’s Tour was a fairly non-standard 

route.
With the tour ten days long and a good percentage of back roads 

in prospect, the first day was a gentle get-to-know-the-team experi-
ence around the Taupo district. To the beauty of the region could be 
added initiation into the local hydro and geothermal power indus-
tries, and the spectacle of water spilling at Aratiatia Dam.

Day two signalled the start of the tour proper, with 33 cars and 
64 participants meeting at the Taupo VCC clubrooms for the final 
briefing. This included warnings of the perils of motoring through 
the Pureora Forest Park, where in addition to logging trucks the 
hazards might include army vehicles on patrol, wild deer and 
turkeys. The advice was keep well left plus the dubious assurance 
we would need first gear to climb out of the bigger pot-holes. 
Pukeora Forest is of course west of Taupo, whereas Hastings is east. 
Another reminder there’d be nothing remotely direct about the 
run to Hastings!

As it transpired, forest driving produced nothing more threat-
ening than a rabbit on the road, and it wasn’t long before the 
ambitious had stopped to size-up the restoration potential of an 
infirm, but intact, crawler tractor in the bush. The geographical 
centre of New Zealand was also a signal to stop; the spot having 
been memorialised with a marker and plaque in 1961. From 
Pukeora the route was via Ongarue to Taumaranui.

Heartland King Country greeted us on day three; farmland 
backed by steep papa bluffs heavily covered in mature forest. Tiny 
Kaitieke School provided a morning tea stop, the roll of just seven 
children arranging a sumptuous spread disproportionate to their 
number. Payment for this generosity took the form of a spin for 
all seven youngsters in Jack Hoven’s 1918 Studebaker. The day 
continued south to Raetihi and across to Pipiriki and the winding 
road that follows the Whanganui River to its mouth.

The fourth rally day began with a run to Bruce Ardell’s museum. 
In addition to 25 cars there was a cannon and a mangle to inspect 
and believe it or not, a set of brand new solid rubber truck tyres. 
We assume they will one day grace the chain-drive truck chassis 
in the yard. Our journey on through Turakina Valley located an 

even smaller school than on day two. This time just five pupils at 
remote Otairi school on Otiwhiti Station. By now we were at last 
vaguely facing the right direction for finding Hastings in six days 
time. Lunch was at Waiouru, with the army museum providing the 
perfect diversion while the Hovens caught up following a pre-lunch 
puncture on the Studebaker. The afternoon run was south to 
Taihape. The local fire brigade caused a rude awakening on day 
five. We had intended an early start, but the alarm sounding at 4am 
coupled with a frost wasn’t quite part of the plan. With the coating 
of ice and the day before’s dust removed from screens, the tour 
moved off main roads again, passing the Mokai Gravity Canyon 
and into the Kowhatau Valley. Poplars  were in full autumn colour 
and the views back to distant Ruapehu were impressive. With the 
Ruahine Range blocking any further access in the direction of 
Hastings, we happily turned south through the Pohangina Valley 
and the back roads of Fielding to Palmerston North.

Our sixth on tour was something of a rest day … at least from 
long driving. The Coach House Museum, a saleyards tour and a run 
to Kimbolton made up the list of destinations. At Kimbolton the 
Shortt homestead, now derelict, when built reputedly the largest 
private home in the Manawatu, comprising 45 rooms. With time 
never likely to run out (so to speak), the last visit was to the Colyton 
Clocks Museum where, with 2,800 of them in the collection, and as 
you would imagine, the guided tour takes longer than just a tick.

We went a little dutch the following day to see Foxton’s impres-
sive windmill “der Molen”. The working mill is six stories high and 
its giant sails drive the mill machinery inside. Much hardwood 
is used in its construction; not only great beams, but the cogs 
that drive the mill as well. To complete authenticity, the flour 
produced from grinding grain is available for purchase. Alongside 
is a flax stripping venture, similar to the linen flax mills common 
in New Zealand before WWII. The flood protection measures and 
stopbanks were a feature of the day’s driving, and the hard sands of 
Foxton beach saw Ian and Jenni Patton cruising along like beach 
racers of old.

Consistent with the “long way” to Hastings, the eighth day 
took us further south after passing though the Manawatu Gorge to 
Pahiatua. A windfarm and a lavender farm were stops enroute, and 

TAUPO TO HASTINGS THE LONG WAY
Words & Photos Shirley and John Foot abridged by Bill Cockram

Ian and Jenni Patton at Foxton Beach in their 1923 Vauxhall.

2009 NORTH ISLAND CLUB CAPTAIN’S TOUR
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we parted company with Rob and Dianne Ross who were heading  
home to Ashburton for the South Island Easter Rally.

Day nine began from Dannevirke with a warning to take 
care near the top of Towai Road where quarry trucks would be 
operating. Waihi Falls was a diversion before we continued on 
narrow dusty roads. The Tour was forced to a halt at the only 
place wide enough for trucks to pass. Three contracting trucks 
were known to be due out. It proved a tight squeeze, and before our 
convoy, one truckie confessed he’d been working there two weeks 
and seen only three other cars in that time. At Porongahau near 
SH52, we were at last facing the right way for Hastings, but were 
deflected to the back roads to Takarau. The treat here was a tour 
of the beautiful two-storey Oruawharo Homestead being restored 
by Dianne and Peter Harris. “High-tea” in the ballroom capped 
off the visit. From Takapau it was a short drive to Waipukarau and 
the Pukeora Estate for the final overnight stop.

On the last day it was back into the hills to Ongaonga, a drive 
through private property owned by the Bibby family, and a look 
through their family church. Argyll East was the fifth and final 
school to host a luncheon stop, and the tour completed the run 
into Hastings to link with the Easter Rally. Not the quickest drive 
from Taupo to Hastings, but one of the most imaginative. Ten days 
without a spot of rain – perfect for Vintage touring.  bw

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by

Graeme Rice

100 YEARS AGO – 1909

It wasn’t petrol prices concerning motorists, but 
the soaring price of rubber. Dunlop tyres went 
up 20% from August 1st! Crude Para rubber had 
increased from £560 a ton in February ‘09, to over 
£800 by August. Worldwide production was 75,000 
tons, new cars alone using 30,000. “With the car still 
in its infancy what will happen?” was the question.

75 YEARS AGO – 1934

On 6 September the NZ Motor Racing Drivers 
Assn announced the construction of a new 
“Motor Speedway” at Geddes Basin in Onehunga, 
to be completed by November. Sandstone 
would form the base of the track with sand 
laid over it, a thicker layer nearer the edge of 
the track acting as a “buffer for skidding cars.”

50 YEARS AGO – 1959

Edsel was forgotten as, on 11 September Ford 
launched their big winner in the compact stakes, 
the Falcon, set to become a legend in its own 
lifetime. Chrysler misjudged the market with 
the fussy and ornate Valiant, and the Corvair – 
well, who wanted a VW on steroids? No room for 
the 31 year old De Soto brand launched in July 
1928. De Soto dealerships were merged with the 
dual Dodge and Plymouth outlets being set up.

30 YEARS AGO – 1979

Triumph’s drophead TR7, they said, looked 
less like a Raquel Welch crossed with Quasimodo 
– in other words a small improvement on the 
original tin top TR7’s eye-catching front 
but ugly rear. Much better was the Rover 3500 
5 speed box implant, giving 175km/h max with 
30mpg. Other variations were the Morris Ital 
(ex-Marina), and the transformation of the Talbot 
(Chrysler) Alpine into the notchback Solara. 

GMH’s Commodore 4 was the only NZ 
success out of these four. Comparing it to the 
Sunbird the testers found “it’s a nicer car all 
round and, at just $1000 more, there’s little point 
in keeping on with the ham-fisted Sunbird.” 

timelines

Top: Old Tractor in the bush.       
Middle: The seven pupils and one pre-schooler in Jack Hoven’s 1918 
Studebaker at Kaitieke School. 
Bottom: Te Apiti Windfarms
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Council approval for this event didn’t come through till 
February, and along with the planning and paperwork, 
a working bee was needed to prepare the course. In the 

week prior to the event two large fallen trees were cleared from 
the verge, along with the usual glass and plastic litter. The course 
length was also accurately measured at 2,457 metres. To add 
interest, aspects of the hillclimb were given names, such as “Amon 
Avenue”, “Hulme Dip” and “Sprague Straight”. A further improve-
ment this year was a PA system.

By daybreak on raceday the paddock was a hive of activity. 
Road closure signs were out, and Speed Steward Tony Forster of 
Auckland was supervising the strategic placement of hay bales. 
After walking the route all entrants had an untimed practice run 
and the competition started in earnest mid-morning. As well as 
the cars, motorcycle numbers were boosted by a solid turn-out of 
the Tauranga Classic Motorcycle Club.

The Austin 7s of Roy King and Steve Aldersley fought out 
the Vintage Class; fastest time eventually going to Steve. Alan 
Blundel of Waikanae in his smart 1936 special-bodied Jaguar had 
four superb runs; not only winning the PV Class but also honours 
for travelling greatest distance to take part.

The Austin-Healey of Tauranga’s Bob Hyslop put up best time 
among the PWVs despite fuel problems cutting short the final run. 
Unfortunately Don Suckling with the Ford Gee Cee Ess Special 
had to pull out at the last minute, and Harry Currell was also 
unable to run his Citroen Light 15 on the day.

Most entries were in the P60V class with diverse machinery 
on the grid. New BOP member Rod Rattray improved times 
throughout the day in his Austin A40 Farina, and Rod McCallum 

was back with his trusty ’65 Ford Zephyr, battling Barry Alderdice 
in a borrowed Triumph 2.5 litre. Barrie upheld tradition by 
smoking his way up the hill to everyone’s delight. Class honours 
went to Clive Robertson in an indecently quick Toyota, followed 
by Donn White in a Mini Clubman GT and Colin Cavanagh in a 
smart Fiat 125S.

TRENCHMATE HILLCLIMB TRIG ROAD NORTH WAIHI

Sunday 22 March 2009  Information supplied by Clive Taylor,  Photographs Carole Lindsay and Helen Jones

“Perfect Preparation Prevents Poor Performance “ 
A famous road racer has used this maxim since he was about 12 years old and it works.

Top: Bob Hyslop, 1957 Austin-Healey.
Above: Scott Abbott lifts the front wheel
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The motorcycles were divided into pre and post 1960 classes 
with Barry Swanson’s 1947 BSA 350 at the “elderly” end of the 
fleet, and Colin Budd’s 1985 Kawasaki GP600R indicative of 
more youthful machinery. Tony Lett just pipped Barry Swanson 
by point 18 of a second in the Pre-60 Class; both of them riding 
BSAs. Scott Abbott on a Norton Commando 750 claimed honours 
in the Post-60s. Not so lucky was Pete Jones, dogged by electrical 
problems on his big Honda CB1100F that even a tow couldn’t 
persuade into life. Bob Hayton rode his Norton M50 off into 
bushes at Ponga Corner giving the St John Ambulance boys their 
only customer. Neither rider nor bike suffered too seriously.

To Porter of Porter Engineering, the day’s sponsor, went the 
honour of presenting to Clive Robertson the trophy for Fastest 
Time of the Day, and an enjoyable day’s racing ended with a 
commitment to do it all again next March. A big vote of thanks to 
all involved. bw

Top Left: Bob Hayton’s smart ‘61 Norton M50. Top Right: Roy Rowe’s V8 60. 
Bottom Left: ‘36 Jaguar SS, Alan Blundell, Waikanae.    Bottom Right: Rod Brayshaw views Joe Bruntlett’s Ford Special.

Top: Clive Hallam’s beautiful Vintage Douglas. 
Bottom: A brace of Railton visitor’s.

Results

Vintage
Steve Aldersley Austin 7 1.37.10
PV
Alan Blundell 1936 Jaguar 1.34.13
PWV
Bob Hyslop 1957 Austin-Healey 1.21.69
P60
Clive Robertson 1973 Toyota Corolla 1.16.37 (FTD)
Motorcycle Pre-60
Tony Lett 1950 BSA B31 1.29.38
Motorcycle Post-60
Scott Abbott 1973 Norton Commando 750  1.18.41
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Like many other motor vehicle 
manufacturers the long established 
firm of Brown Brothers of London 

had its origins in the bicycle manufac-
turing business. By 1900 they were better 
known for their extensive range of motor 
fittings and accessories which were 
supplied to both the automotive trade 
and private buyers. Some of their products 
were manufactured in-house while others 
were bought in from third party manufac-
turers and sold under the Brown name. 
The firm began marketing motorcycles, 
motor tricycles and quadricycles as far back 
as 1899. Motor cars were offered between 
1901 and 1911, but it is doubtful if many or 
indeed any, major components for the cars 
were made in-house. Motor parts appear 
to have been sourced from a variety of 
undetermined sources and at least some 
of the early cars are known to have been 
manufactured by Star of Wolverhampton.

New Zealand must have been a favoured 
export market if surviving vehicles are any 
indication. There are less than a dozen 
known survivors world wide, yet of those 
New Zealand has yielded motorcycles, 
a tricycle, a quadricycle, the 1903 two 
cylinder car which is the subject of this 
article and the remains of two circa 1905 
20/22 hp cars. The remains of the latter 
two were discovered and are owned by 
Roger Mahan. Roger has nearly completed 

the restoration of one 20/22 which has 
been built up using a combination of parts 
from two cars. Another 1903 two cylinder 
8hp car identical to the model described 
in this article is said to have been buried 
under the approaches to the original Styx 
overbridge on the Main North Road at 
Belfast, Christchurch when it was first 
built in the 1930s.

The 1903 survivor was owned by W. 
Bradley of Nelson when new. This infor-
mation emerged when a Vintage car run 

in Dunedin visited an old people’s home 
and one of the residents, an elderly lady 
asked a driver if he had ever heard of a 
Brown motor car. She said her father had 
imported one into Nelson. The photograph 
above shows the car early on in its life but 
with modernised bodywork. Front doors 
have been added and the tonneau changed 
from rear to side entrance. It seems at 
this point the chassis was lengthened and 
the drive shaft extended to accommodate 
the longer body. Bradley ran the coach 
building business of Balme & Co. which 

made horse drawn vehicles and built bodies 
for Newmans’ vehicles.

Surviving registration records for the 
Waimea County record the car as being 
allocated the number WM595 on 18 
January 1915 at which point the registered 
owner was Mr Archibald Hodge of Queen 
Street, Richmond. Use was noted as both 
private and hire. It seems that the car was 
taken off the road and dismantled a couple 
of years later after being purchased by a Mr 
Tyrie. The intention was to use the motor 
for a saw bench.

I first acquired the motor of the Brown 
in August 1958 while on my honeymoon. 
At that time I was working as a mechanic 
for Pages Garage in Nelson. I got talking 
to the father of the owner of the garage, 
who was in his 80s, and learnt that the 
old man had a twin cylinder Brown motor 
stored in the back of his garage at home. 
A visit determined that the motor was 
well and truly buried under debris and had 
lain there for the previous 40 years. As the 
task of moving the rubbish was formidable 
it was agreed that we could gain access 
by removing a sheet of iron from the rear 
wall. The motor was then revealed and 
surprisingly a tug on the flywheel met with 
success – it would still turn freely. The 
search for more parts then began in earnest. 
The gearbox casing was soon found, along 
with many minor parts (steering, levers, 

1903 BROWN
THE RECOVERY AND RESTORATION OF AN EARLY NELSON CAR  Words & Photos Ken Silke

New Zealand must have 

been a favoured export 

market if surviving vehicles 

are any indication. 
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linkages etc). The bonnet and the full set 
of wheels had been stored in the garage 
roof and these were retrieved in excellent 
condition. Over time the tyres had baked 
onto the rims due to heat and these had 
to be cut off. The original mudguards were 
recovered and the radiator was dug out of 
the ground where it had been buried eleven 
feet deep to serve as a radio earth. The stub 
axles had been removed from the front 
axle beam and the beam had been straight-
ened with the intention of using it under 
a caravan. However this didn’t eventuate 
and the beam which had been stored in the 
open eventually disappeared. Fortunately 
the stub axles were still inside the garage. 
The magneto (a later fitting) was produced 
from the hot water cupboard where it had 
been stored for the last 40 years. 

Finding the main chassis was a problem 
as this had been discarded at a rubbish 
dump 17 miles away from where the other 
parts were found. This rubbish dump had 
been filled in for years, but fortunately I 
located an elderly local who remembered 
another person removing the chassis years 
before. When this person was eventu-
ally traced he was still using what was 
left of the chassis as a bean fence in the 
garden. After about 30 years one whole 
side as well as the back cross member had 
rusted away. The rear axle also presented 
a problem as this had been stripped and 
used for reinforcing in a concrete wall. The 
gearbox internals had met with the same 
fate. The axle was further damaged when 
the wall it was part of was smashed by a 
runaway traction engine! The Brown parts 
were recovered from the wall and new 
gears were cut out using the originals as 
patterns. Faulty parts in the rear axle and 

the gearbox were the reason the car had 
been wrecked in 1917 with the intention of 
making a saw bench from the motor.

When the remains were first acquired 
(with Dennis King’s assistance) he told me 
that I had insufficient parts for a resto-
ration. This comment set the challenge. 
After working on the restoration on and off 
between other projects for 20 years the car 
was driven for the first time.

All I had at the outset was the motor. 
This had a broken crankcase which was 
repaired. The crankshaft was ground 
and new bearings fitted. Being in sound 
condition the original pistons, rings and 
valves were retained but it was necessary 
to manufacture a new camshaft and timing 
gears as the originals were badly worn. 
A new brass water pump was also made. 
The original Longuemare carburettor was 
missing so this was replaced with an early 
Zenith. Ignition was trembler coil with the 
correct type ignition switch. The original 
radiator was retained after a new set of 
copper fins had been made and fitted. The 
water tank, sub frame and brackets, springs, 
shackles, step-plates, brakes, linkages, 
muffler and front exhaust pipe were all 
original as were the clutch and steering. A 
complete new front axle was made using 
a pattern from the 1903 Mathieu. The 
stub axles from the Mathieu were identical 
down to the French brand name. The rear 
axle casing was re-tubed and a new crown 
wheel and pinion grafted in. The chassis 
was repaired using 25 feet of new channel 
steel made to the original dimensions.

The bonnet recovered from the roof 
of the garage was original and correct 
with brass side louvres and bevel pieces. 
The parts which weren’t brass had been 

blued like a gun barrel, as had the steering 
column. The four 710 x 90 wheels were 
original and in sound condition. All four 
mudguards were original too.

The back seat was copied from an 
original 1902 De Dion tonneau section, 
both vehicles having similar style 
bodywork. After sourcing seven hides and 
some horsehair I had an upholsterer of 
the old school duplicate the De Dion style 
onto the new body. He made a wonderful 
job: well worth waiting the years it took 
to persuade him to resurrect his skills. 
The buttons went through from the inside, 
the panelling not having been done. Brass 
tubing was milled ready to be filled with 
solder and tacks to finish the leather trim.

After being worked on for 20 years the 
Brown was running well and ready for body 
panels, painting and detail finishing. In 
1980 my personal circumstances changed 
and it became necessary to sell the car. 
At that point the market for Veterans 
was depressed, and in spite of active local 
marketing the only serious interest in 
the car came from Japan. The firm of 
Brown Brothers in England, themselves 
had an example of a later model Brown 
and were keen to acquire the 1903 car. It 
was therefore sold to Brown Brothers who 
completed the restoration and still own 
the car which regularly takes part in the 
London to Brighton runs. It successfully 
completed the 2006 event.

Today the firm of Brown Brothers 
continues in business as a division of the 
Unipart Group and is involved in the 
distribution of automotive parts.  bw

Restored cars at Brown Brothers, England.
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Now in 2009, New Zealand’s Scott 
Dixon is American Indycar racing 
champion, a foreigner in a branch 

of international sport that never quite 
manages to join the rest of the world.

American involvement in motor-sport 
is a strange frustrating story. After brief 
flirtations, European and American racing 
have gone their separate ways, sometimes 
the richer for the contact, sometimes the 
poorer for the isolation, each coming to 
maturity by different paths.

In the beginning, racing was French – 
and industry oriented.

 On a stroll down the pit-lane at Adelaide 
I saw the four names that won the pre-1914 
Grands Prix: Renault, Fiat, Mercedes and 
Peugeot. Bedrock names in the European 
motor industry, active in 1990s Formula 
One. You’ll see production models any day 
in any small New Zealand town.

Pioneer American races were fair-ground 
stunts. The successful American makes? 
Marmon, Locomobile, Lozier, Mercer, 
National, Stutz, Simplex. Gone and 
forgotten. Even in the Vintage movement, 
few can tell you much about them.

FIRST CONTACT
THE PIONEER ERA

When patriotic American James Gordon 
Bennett initiated the first world series of 
auto-racing, he can hardly have expected 
that six races would be held before one US 
car could even manage to finish – in last 
place.

Americans like WK Vanderbilt experi-
enced racing in France, and established 
the first meaningful contact. America soon 

NEVER THE TWAIN PART ONE
Words & Photos Scott Thomson

America’s only significant off-shore winner till 1966. 

The same car as below – now with Miller engine- takes pole and wins the 1922 Indy 500. Hartz (12) and de Palma (17) complete the all Duesenberg front row, but a 
back up Ballot will edge into third, the last European placing for many years. An old outlaw is forgiven and Barney Oldfield drives the National pace car. (Photo IMS)

1307 hours, 26 July, 1921 – 
The road was more like a river 
bed. Kicked by the pounding 
wheels of a slim white and blue 
car, a thin trail of red dust rose 
into a scorching summer sky. 
Crowds pressed close to the 
wooden barriers that separated 
them from the nine survivors of 
the first post war Grand Prix.

‘Voila’! A flag twitched, the riding 
mechanic raised a long arm in 
triumph, and there was a glimpse 
of the Stars and Stripes painted 
on the flanks of the winning 
Duesenberg.

For the first time, an American car 
had won a major race in Europe. 
Forty-five years would pass before 
it happened again.

“East is East and West is West, 
and never the twain shall meet.”
 – KIPLING
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had three great road races, the Vanderbilt 
Cup, American Grand Prize and the 
Elgin race. These were big events. The 
1908 Grand Prize used 80,000 gallons of 
oil to lay the dust over the 25 mile lap. A 
temporary grandstand seated 16,000.  Then 
came Indianapolis Speedway. Suddenly, the 
hassles of organising a road race were over. 
And the fans could be made to pay.

The fact was that only a handful of 
customers in the exploding American auto 
market cared about performance – cost, 
reliability and a good dealer network sold 
cars. American racing was firmly entertain-
ment – ‘show-biz’ not car-biz.  Twenty years 
would pass before the same became true in 
Europe. 

Through the early years, European race 
cars set the pace in American races.  When 
they lost, the explanation was usually that 
the event was not attracting first class 
entries, that the European makes were 
converted touring machines, or obsolete, 
or occasionally the people running an 
American car had a better race strategy. 
A grand prix Mercedes in its fifth racing 
season and linered down from around 13 
litres to 9.8 to suit American rules, still 
easily set the pace at Indianapolis in 1912.

 European racing took a big leap forward 
in 1912. Superior European cars cleaned 
up at Indianapolis. The Americans began 

to copy the Peugeots, as earlier they had 
copied Panhard and Mercedes.  

Long Goodbye: The First Separation
In 1919 European teams returned to 

America with high hopes, and suddenly 
found the Americans were good learners 
and original thinkers who played second 
fiddle to nobody. No-expense-spared 
French Ballots met American cars that 
were technically competitive: Duesenberg, 
Miller and Frontenac. Ballot never won 
at Indy. Then Jimmy Murphy scored that 
notable victory for Duesenberg in France.

Murphy didn’t think much of it. 
He was used to concrete speedways and 

new very fast board tracks. Top US drivers 
were professionals, getting good money 
from the ‘gate’. The Grand Prix gave you 
just a gold medal and you had to pay to 
enter what a team-mate called a ‘darned 
rock hewing contest’. Playing in their own 
back yard, highly-boosted razor-sharp Miller 
and Duesenberg single seaters were soon 
breaking all US race records in spite of 
their small displacement engines. 

International Rules
Strangely, just as their racing was 

heading off on its own path, America took 

up the international grand prix formula. 
They stuck loyally with it, even though 
this involved shrinking engine sizes that 
could have little relevance to the American 
market. (They did the same again in 1938 
and retained that formula long after the 
world had moved on.)

America’s relation with the FIA had been 
a complex one. The Automobile Club of 
America was the US representative on the 
FIA, but the rival American Automobile 
Association organised the races. The two 
US bodies were in fierce competition and 
for a long while, it only needed the ACA 
to agree to the FIA international rules, for 
the AAA to make different rules – both for 
racing and records.

To be fair, the AAA were trying to bring 
some order among independently minded 
Americans – promoters, makers and drivers. 
The AAA battled wildcat organisers, and 
indeed suspended highly popular Barney 
Oldfield, for driving in an outlaw event. 
All this made Europe suspicious of speeds 
claimed in America, international record 
rules being finally accepted as late as 1927.   

Monza
For a while the Italians attracted 

American cars where the French failed. 
Fiat had long respected American drivers, 
including de Palma and Bruce Brown in 

Murphy’s Law didn’t hold at Monza in 1923. The Miller (front left) was third to the works Fiats (centre rear). Other cars are French Rolland-Pilain (f), 
unconventional Voisin and even more unconventional white Benz – the first rear engined GP car. (Photo: Thomson collection)
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their 1912 Grand Prix team in preference 
to Italians.  Now, starting money brought 
sample Americans to the new Monza track 
which more nearly represented their home 
venues. The high spot was probably 1925, 
when Duesenberg were in with a chance 
of the world championship. But every time 
it was a European car – Fiat, Alfa Romeo 
and Delage – that defeated the visitors at 
Monza. 

When the European cars ventured to 
the now specialised world of Indianapolis it 
was a different story. Bordino, Italy’s fastest 
drivers could only make 10th place in 1925. 
Bordino did win a 25 mile race at Culver 
City with the impressive average of 133mph 
but Harry Hartz won the feature 50 miler 
the same afternoon at better than 135 in 
a Miller.

Contact Lost
The twenties did see some technical 

exchange. Mercedes appeared at 
Indianapolis, prompting Miller and 
Duesenberg to reassess supercharging. A 
couple of Millers found their way via Monza 
to Bugatti, who copied the head design and 
found a lot more power.

Even before the Depression, the cost of 
pure racing cars was causing concern on 
both sides of the Atlantic.

In Europe, interest grew in touring car 
races – to which I return later. For outright 
racing, they adopted a free formula.  An 
increased number of races took the show 
to the people, increasingly on city street 
circuits. Industry interest was mainly 
expressed through bonuses from component 
makers, as in America. A few drivers like 
Nuvolari and Chiron became entertainers. 
Their popularity attracted starting money, 
no matter which make they drove. Italian 
magazines published their season winnings 
and the aces enjoyed a pleasant lifestyle. 
Show-biz had crossed the pond.

In America, the AAA Contest Board 
was much more intentional than the 
Europeans. The so-called ‘Junk Formula’ 
allowed old two seater race cars, specials, 
and stripped stock roadsters. Supercharging 
and multi-valve engines were banned. 
Contrast $15,000 racers from the golden 
twenties, with Russ Snowberger’s ‘junk’ 
special. It cost a tenth of the money, was 
third on the season points standings, and 
the season replacement parts bill was just 
five dollars. Pretty useful ‘junk’.

American racing became more gritty. 
The board speedways wore out, went 

broke, blew down or were carried away for 
firewood. The sport was forced back onto 
short-lap loose-surface tracks. Indy was 
the annual stand-alone showpiece, with a 
sealed surface over the original bricks. Even 
Indy speeds were down. The 1925 average 
was not beaten till 1932. The 1928 qualifi-
cation record stood till 1937. 

CONTACT REGAINED
IDEAS ACROSS THE SEA

Years of virtual American isolation 
ended with a new Vanderbilt Cup in 1936. 
Roosevelt Raceway was neither road race 
nor banked track, more like a succession of 
tight speedways. Fans didn’t know what to 
make of it. They drove out to the track at 
50 mph, ‘dodging cops all the way’, to see 
Nuvolari’s Alfa Romeo win at a whisker 
over 65 from a Bugatti, two more Alfas and 
a little ERA.

Next year, the background was more 
overtly political with German teams 
backed by a high profile Nazi delegation. 
Americans scrambled into worn Italian 
jobs, the best being Rex Mays’ rebuilt 8 
cylinder Alfa. The President gave the start 
signal from the White House. Auto-Union 
headed Mercedes, but Mays proved faster 
than Nuvolari in the latest V12 Alfa and 

Wilbur Shaw tries the Maserati, fresh out of the box. (Photo IMS)
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finished 3rd. At least there was nothing 
much wrong with American mechanics or 
drivers. 

Maserati
The Vanderbilt was not run again but 

it cast a long shadow. America adopted 
the 1938 Grand Prix formula and several 
people imported Italian Grand Prix cars. 
Most successful was the 8CTF Maserati 
which won Indianapolis twice – and nearly 
three times. Big advantages over contem-
porary American cars were the low centre 
of gravity, independent suspension, stiff 
chassis and very good brakes that enabled it 
to pick up places coming into turns.

Debate has continued ever since. 
Maserati were not Mercedes, just a small 
family speed shop of the sort familiar in 
American racing. Were American cars so 
far behind that even a design that never 
won a race in Europe could clean up Indy? 
Or would the Maserati have done better 
in Grands Prix against the Germans with 
more money and better preparation?

American entrants showed no interest 
in visiting Europe, but after years of stagna-
tion, America suddenly began producing 
highly interesting specialised race cars. 
The 6 cylinder Thorne, the Meyer-Bowes 
straight 8, and the exciting Novi V8 were 
all client designs from the Leo Goossen/
Fred Offenhauser partnership. The shop’s 
main business was refining an old Miller 
four design. They went on doing so for 
another twenty-five years. Harry Miller’s 
last creations were ambitious four wheel 
drive/rear engined cars, but these never 
achieved. 

The Thorne, Meyer and Novi were all 
supercharged 3 litres, probably producing 
quite a lot more power than the Maserati, 
but the Italian’s Roots type supercharger 
gave better acceleration out of bends than 
the usual American centrifugal units.

Post War: Separate Development 
Again

America retained the 1938 FIA 
formula (three litres blown/ four and a 
half un-blown)   for years. It’s odd that in 
Europe the bigger non-supercharged cars 
didn’t get a look in. In America the 3 litre 
blown jobs were quickly out-raced by refine-
ments of Offenhauser’s simple unblown four 
cylinder. Even during the war a trickle of 
foreign drivers tried to replicate Wilbur 
Shaw’s winning ways in the Boyle Maserati, 
but even the star visitors didn’t seem to get 
their heads round the Indy rules and the 
requirements for setting up a car for the 
track.

An old Indy controversy of front versus 
rear wheel drive surfaced again. At the end 

of the 1940s the front drive Offenhauser 
powered Blue Crown Specials were the 
class of the field. Back in Europe the super-
charged limit was halved to make use of 
the pre-war designed 1500cc ‘voiturettes’, 
the big unblown cars still having only an 
outside chance. It would have been inter-
esting to have seen a couple of Blue Crowns 
on one of the faster European circuits, say 
in 1949 when the big economical Largo 
Talbots did pull off some wins. But, unlike 
the period after the first world war, no 
American racers came over to Europe. 

THIRD APPROACH
ITALY TRIES AND FAILS

At last Ferrari produced an unsuper-
charged grand prix engine that could match 
the small cars on speed. When five of the 
V12s were entered for Indianapolis in 1952, 
plenty of people thought the Europeans 
were really back. The Ferrari engine was 
proven, and on paper far in advance of the 
Offenhauser four.

Only one Ferrari managed to qualify 
and well, though world champion Alberto 
Ascari drove, he never looked a top 
contender before a collapsed wheel ended 
his race.

What went wrong?
Ascari had discovered that Indianoplis 

is not a flat-out speed bowl. Lap speed is 
a combination of turn speed, straight line 
speed, and, most important of all, accel-
eration from one to the other. Maybe the 
Ferrari was a bit bulky and maybe the new 
Kurtis Kraft roadster chassis pulled a fast 
one on the turns, but the prime frustration 
was that the Ferrari lacked the high rev 
torque of the Offenhausers. Ascari tried 
changing down for the corners, but it just 
wasn’t worth it.

The Italians didn’t give up entirely.
In 1955 Monza was modified to include 

a banked circular track. Two years later ten 
Indianapolis cars were there for the ‘Race 

Top: One of the shattering Novi V8 supercharged cars. Bottom: Blue Crown Special – Offenhauser 
engine and last of the front drive Indianapolis winners. Note the body similarities with Novi and Maserati.
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of the Two Worlds’. The Grand Prix drivers 
weren’t keen. Nasty insinuations flew, but 
the Indy cars were  4.2 litres, while Formula 
One cars were now a mere 2.5. Out-engined, 
the Grand Prix men also knew how rough 
the Monza banking was. It had been used 
for two Italian Grands Prix. In 1956, three 
out of six Ferraris retired with steering 
failure directly attributable to the bumps, 
while other teams did little better.

Only three out of ten Americans 
survived the ‘Two Worlds’, trailed at a 
distance by the only European starters, 
three Jaguar sports cars, two straight from 
Le Mans.

In 1958 Europe made more of an effort. 
A rather disinterested Fangio turned up and 
qualified second among the Offenhausers, 
but the sensation was a Ferrari on pole 
driven by Luigi Musso whose skill never 
quite equaled his courage and patrio-
tism. Ferrari relief drivers took a more 
cautious approach and the red car eventu-
ally finished third. Stirling Moss gradually 
picked up speed and mixed it with the Indy 
boys until his hastily prepared Maserati 
suffered steering failure in what Moss still 
regards as his most terrifying racing crash.

FOURTH CONTACT
THE BRITISH ARE COMING

There matters seemed to rest.
Every year the Indianapolis place-men 

were awarded points in the world driver’s 
championship, and every year East and 
West kept to themselves.

Then in 1959 America switched their 
world championship event to Formula One 
cars. AAA champ Roger Ward bravely 
showed up in the one American car, a 
speedway midget. He qualified last, over 43 
seconds a lap slower than the best Cooper 
Climax on the Sebring sports car course. 

Another Cooper won. Bruce McLaren 
was the driver.  

Where were the car makers in all 
this? 

A long way away.
Mercedes had come and gone from 

grand prix racing and the British cars that 
now dominated Formula One were not 
products of any major car maker. They were 
the products of small specialist race shops, 
just as the American Indy cars had been 
for decades. Indy industry involvement 
came from component sponsorship – piston 
pin, hose clips, seal compounds, exhaust 
systems or specialized lubricants. It would 
only have needed a flick of the sign-writer’s 
brush to transform the alien invasion in 
British Racing Green into something more 
familiar.

Imagine Cooper, BRM and Lotus as 
the ‘Charles Cooper Car Court Climax 
Specials’, the ‘Rubery Owen British Bumper 

Specials’ and the ‘Kolin Khapman Kraft Kit 
Specials’. That’s what they were. 

Just after the 1960 USGP, one of the 
little rear-engined British cars had a quiet 
try out round the bricks of Indianapolis and 
reintroduced ideas the tight establishment 
did not immediately welcome. East and 
West were converging again. It took Detroit 
industry involvement to get them together.

Detroit had been producing the world’s 
most powerful production car engines.

In part II, we see what those ‘production 
cars’ could do in international racing. bw

Top: Workmanship of Harry Miller’s 91 (1500cc) engine. Middle:…front wheel drive Miller Junior 
Eight: second 1925 but stiff steering was a problem… Bottom: … and rear drive 91, Meyer’s 1928 Indy 
winning car. 

part two in an upcoming issue
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Did you know ……… The 1934 Chrysler Imperial Airflow 
CW was a limited-production upscale version of Chrysler 
Corp's radical new Airflow design. It was the largest and 
heaviest car ever made by Chrysler. The car had the first 
single-piece curved windshield on any production car.

CUSTOM AUTO
GLASS (est,1984)

Do you also know …….. Custom Auto Glass is NZ’s 
Leading Vintage - Classic - Exotic Automotive glass 
manufacturer - Importer - Supplier & Installer.
A proven 25 year history of Customer Testaments for 
Auto Glass servicing  Private - Trade & Insurance 
Customers.
Mobile on site service North Island wide & we ship 
to the South Island.
New Zealand Insurance Companies are fully aware 
of our Unique & Professional capabilities of servicing 
Vintage & Classic Vehicles  

Contact:-
RON HODGSON

2 Reding Street
Takanini
Auckland 2112

Ph:-09 298 6221
Mobile:-027 292 4162
E-Mail:-six-ribbons@clear.net.nz

VCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540    info@rally2012.co.nz

̋NŌ MURI 
PŪKENGA KŌ MUA 
PŪAWAI˝
(From yesterday's resources 
burgeon tomorrow's future)

To find the 

VCC Rally 2012 website
Type the website address into the address bar of the 
internet browser on your computer.

The website address for the 2012 Rally is 
www.vccrally2012.co.nz 

The address bar of your internet browser is at the 
top of the screen and if you use Internet Explorer 
the page will look similar to this:
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50 YEAR AWARDS Waikato Branch

Compiled by Jillian Hayton

John Bayly
On first entering the workforce, John’s 

pocket money went on things like Motor 
and Autocar magazines. Eventually he was 
able to squirrel enough away to buy a 1925 
Austin Seven with a home made boat-
tailed body which carried him through the 
rest of his teenage years. Several modest 
cars available in the immediate post-war 
years passed through his hands, until one 
day he was shown a 1930 Franklin due for 
wrecking and he secreted this away in a 
farm shed. It was the first of three such cars 
from which his ultimate air-cooled Franklin 
restoration grew and was made ready for 
the 1965 International Haast Rally. The 
Franklin is now owned by an Auckland 
Branch member.

Being located at Matamata, John first 
joined the Vintage Car Club in 1958 
through the Bay of Plenty Branch, and 
then also the V&VCC (Waikato) Inc. in 
1960. At that time he also had a 1919 
Hupmobile and a 1910 Sunbeam. 

A passion for Post-Vintage Nash cars 
came and went, followed by a Jowett 
Jupiter restoration. Many other cars and 
even collections of parts were acquired and 
ultimately passed on again throughout the 
1970s and ’80s. A very rare 1911 Stoneleigh 
with sleeve valve motor made by Daimler 
was brought home at one time and now 
resides in Gisborne.

Nowadays John’s stable consists of a 1915 
brass Model T roadster, a very smart 1959 
Skoda Felicia roadster, a 1973 180B Datsun 
station wagon, a Skoda saloon and a Trekka 
awaiting restoration. John and his wife Jean 
are still regular attendees at rallies in these 
vehicles, both locally in the Waikato and 
also further afield.

John was a member of the branch 
committee from 1966 to 1971 and also 
served on the branch PV technical 
committee at the same time, becoming 
Post-Vintage convenor in 1970 and serving 
in that capacity until 1981. For the 1980 
International Rally at Rotorua he was 
film liaison officer, responsible for the film 
coverage. For the Royal & SunAlliance 
Rally in 2000 at Mystery Creek, he was 
again a part of the organising committee.

Les Bethell 
Les was born at Avondale in Auckland 

and early in life travelled by coach and 
horses, launch and horseback to his father’s 
block on the south side of Kawhia Harbour. 

Engineering at Hamilton Technical 
College followed early schooling, before 
obtaining a driving licence at 15 years of 
age. Les would then drive the new family 

1929 Graham-Paige with his father giving 
out instructions! A series of motor trade 
jobs during the depression years saw 
him through to war service, working on 
armoured vehicles at Trentham Camp.

Like many others, Les started with a 
motorcycle, a 1923 EW Douglas, followed 
by Ford Ts, an Overland and a Dodge 
tourer. He then purchased the family 
Graham-Paige from his father to transport 
his own young family and still has that car 
today. Whilst parked in the street, it was 
badly damaged by the Frankton tornado in 
August 1948, but was repaired and is still in 
very nice condition.

In February 1958 Les saw an adver-
tisement in the Waikato Times about the 
formation of a local Vintage car club. 
He attended those original meetings 
and became a member of the V & VCC 
(Waikato) Inc. from then on, being listed 
as one of only thirty founder members.

Les describes some of the highlights 
of being in the Club as; the first meet 
at Harwood’s Paddock at Te Rapa, the 
1959 Morrinsville Rally, the 1972 VCC 
International Rally at Nelson, the 1976 
VCC American Tour, along with many 
other North and South Island tours. 

Les served time on the local committee, 
both as club captain (1968-69) and as a 
general committee member (1969-70). For 
many years, he was Santa Claus at the 
children’s Christmas party. In 1985 he was 
appointed Patron, a role that he filled until 
2004. In this capacity, in March 2002 and 
with some fanfare, Les officially opened the 
new branch library building.

Advancing age has meant that Les could 
not be quite so active in recent years, but 
he was able to come along to an award 
presentation evening a short time ago in 
order to honour other long serving branch 
members.

We sadly inform readers that Les passed 
away on 28 June 2009 in Cambridge. Our 
sincerest condolences go to Les’ family and 
friends.

Bob Blackwood
Growing up in Waihi, Bob developed a 

keen interest in motor vehicles and passed 
his driving test in his father’s 1935 Morris 
Ten. An early job in a garage was just 
the beginning of a working life spent in 
the motor industry, a career in which he 
ultimately ran his own garage for many 
years. 

By financial necessity a motorcyclist in 
earlier years, Bob first ran a Coventry Eagle 
Pullman motorcycle, then enjoyed a BSA 
sloper, Rudge Ulster, Ariel Red Hunter, 
Indian Scout, KTS Velocette and finally a 
new 350cc AJS. 

Bob completed his trade apprenticeship 
with Craik Motors in Te Awamutu and was 
able to progress to car ownership whilst living 
in that town. His first was a delightful 1927 
Austin Seven tourer, followed by a succes-
sion of Ford As, a Vauxhall Hurlingham 
‘Moonlight Speedster’, a Pontiac, a Nash 
Eight, an Auburn Six and then a Whippet 
Four. Following the war years Bob bought 
a small motor garage in Kawhia, where his 
wife and family were great assistance in 
helping to run the business. He still lives in 
that town. 

Bob applied to join the V&VCC 
(Waikato) Inc. in May 1958 with a 1924 
Dodge tourer being his Vintage vehicle. He 
achieved competitive success fairly early 
on, winning the 1921-25 class trophy at 
Waikato’s First Morrinsville Rally in 1959 
and the Auckland Branch’s Grand Rally 
Trophy in 1960.

A 1938 Chev coupe was restored over 
twenty years ago and Bob still drives this 
vehicle; likewise a Ford A Tudor. Many 
more interesting cars subsequently passed 
through Bob’s hands, but a 1937 Chevrolet 
Master Deluxe and a 1927 Chrysler 60 are 
still family owned, the latter being rallied 
by his son Alan.

Bob says that their family involvement 
with cars and the enjoyment of visitors 
who come to see their cars in Kawhia have 
ensured that they have made many friends 
and had many good times with the New 
Zealand Vintage Car Club.

Bruce Catchpole 
Bruce’s interest in the horseless carriage 

began at a very young age, with his father 
allowing the youngster to sit behind the 
wheel of the family Chandler and idle the 

Continued on page 24
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good article 
for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will win 
a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a computer 
(any common word-processing programme is okay) and they can be 
posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a minimum 
four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged) 
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
Alasdair Brass and Brian Cox. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

WIN a limited edition 
Beaded Wheels 
cap!

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

CAST IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,

Cylinder Heads, Manifolds, 

Cooling Fins, Castings, 

Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE

MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D.

Palmerston North

Phone 06 324-8707

C L A S S I C

TYRES
FREE

CATALOG

20 MINUTES FROM

LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

562-595-6721 • Fax 562-595-0381

www.lucasclassictires.com

We ship

anywhere!

BEST

PRICES!

200 Sizes

12 Brands
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car into the garage. That is, until one 
day Bruce stamped hard on the accelerator 
and drove the car through the back of the 
garage wall and the cow bail beyond!

Come the magic age of 15, Bruce 
converted to two wheels in the form of 
a James 2-stroke motor-cycle followed in 
close succession by a Norton and a pressed 
frame Coventry Eagle. Two wheels were 
exchanged for four in the form of an 
Austin Seven which acquired a sports body, 
followed shortly thereafter by 1935 MG ‘P’ 
Type. Wartime navy service intervened, but 
car trading and restoration work resumed 
again after hostilities had ceased.

He joined the VCC Bay of Plenty Branch 
in 1958 with a project 1928 Stutz and then 
membership of V&VCC (Waikato) Inc. 
followed in 1960. Bruce participated in the 
first Haast Pass Rally in a 1929 Packard 
Super ‘Eight’ Phaeton that he restored and 
kept for 20 years.  Bruce has owned, traded 
and restored many fine cars including 
various Stutz, a Renault, Cord, several 
Mercedes and a Citroen. The Packard 120 
convertible that he restored and rallied 
extensively won the PV section of the 1986 
Pan-Pacific Rally in Christchurch. The 
DV32 Stutz, which was once owned by Mr. 

Wilson of Wilson & Horton (of the NZ 
Herald), he still has.

Marques such as Stutz, Mercer, Saxon, 
Clement-Bayard and Brough Superior, as 
well as the more mundane Buick, Dodge, 
Citroen or Chrysler have graced the inside 
of his garage from time to time.

Bruce spent many years involved with 
the branch PV technical committee and 
two periods as a committee member, 
branch Vice-President in 1968 and acceded 
to Branch Chairman at the beginning of 
1969, a position that he retained until 1971. 
Bruce is currently the Waikato Branch 
Patron and has also spent a term as VCC 
National North Island Vice-Club Captain.

Les Diez
Les had his first job working at a car 

wrecker’s yard during school holidays, then 
after leaving school he worked at a firm 
of fitters and turners, Commerce Motors, 
Motor Reconditioners Ltd and finally 
Maeroa Automotive, where he worked for 
more than 35 years. This was an engine 
reconditioning shop which did work from 
motor mowers to great eight-cylinder New 
Zealand Railways Gardner diesels. 

During this time he owned a succes-
sion of cars and motorcycles including a 
Ford Model A pick-up, followed by a Ford 

V8. Next on the list was a Morris 8 which 
was later traded for a 1951 BSA A7 twin 
motorbike. After that came an AJS 350cc 
single, replaced with a 1937 Buick Eight. 
It was at this point that Les joined the 
V&VCC (Waikato) Inc, where he has 
remained. 

Les also had a 1930 Harley-Davidson 
which was traded on a ‘47 model. With 
both cars and motorcycles, Les has been a 
keen participant in Club events. Les and 
his wife Janice, in company with Kelvin 
and Christine Davis, were instrumental in 
introducing the regular Waikato Branch 
motorcycle rally, the Mooloo Meander. This 
event is still growing in popularity to this 
day and has enabled the genesis of a regular 
motorcycle section within the branch.

In more recent years time was spent 
restoring a 1935 Auburn 8 convertible 
sedan. This was an ambitious undertaking, 
but good progress was made before deterio-
rating health forced a sale of the project to 
an enthusiast in Waipukurau. Les is still a 
regular attendee at club events and is often 
to be seen helping out in the parts shed, 
the clubrooms kitchen or as back-up on the 
branch motorcycle runs.

50 YEAR AWARDS Waikato Branch (continued)

Continued on page 22
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More 50 year awards from Waikato recipi-
ents in our next issue. 

Step 1
Don’t strip the old paint off. Look on the 
back of some of the bits to get the colour 
of the base coat. For the spray painters 
among you this is a C.O.B. (clear over 
base) process. A good automotive paint 
supplier will colour match this for you. The 
back of the dash/glove box lid/garnish 
moulding should be close, as these areas 
have not been exposed to the sun, and 
hence are not faded. 

Step 2
Strip the old paint off. Avoid harsh 
abrasives as the surface needs to be very 
smooth. 

Step 3
Prime all the pieces both front and back. 
I use Dulux 2K C.F. etch primer – four 
coats. Allow to dry and rub back with fine 
abrasive. A Scotchbrite pad is excellent. 

Step 4
Spray on three coats of the base coat. Do 
the back as well. While you’re at it, do the 
steering wheel boss, steering tube and 
other odds and ends too (depending on 
the vehicle). Some of these will not be 
wood grained, but need to be base coated 
to coordinate with your fine handiwork. 

Step 5 
From a printer, obtain some dark brown 
printers ink. This is hard stuff to buy and 
you only need a little bit. I used about an 
egg cup full to do the whole task. 
Handy hint: take a small screw top jar 
(not an egg cup) when you go to ask/
plead for some ink. 

Step 6
Now comes the fun! Being nervous helps, 
as the unsteady hand creates a more 
natural grain. If you’ve had a few drinks 
the night before, this helps too, but 
too much shaking/drinking may lead to 
divorce and blood spatters on the work! 
Using a piece of foam plastic and the ink 

slightly diluted with turps, take a small 
quantity on the corner of the foam and 
paint it on. At this point be well away from 
the house or small children, as creative 
language may be heard. Don’t despair! 
Use the foam to spread the printers ink 
over the surface. “A little bit goes a long 
way” (like Pecks Paste for all you over 40s). 
On larger surfaces you have to work 
quickly, and holes or depressions can be 
challenging. If you don’t like the look of it, 
grab a rag with some turps, wipe off the 
ink and have another go. Allow the ink to 
dry overnight naturally (not in the sun). 
Handy hint: overnight = no sun. 

Step 7
Apply two or three thin coats of clear over 
the top of the ink to seal it in. The only 
preparation of the surface is to blow away 
any dust. It cannot be wiped over with any 
solvent as this will remove the ink. 

Step 8 
Hang all the pieces up to dry. The longer 
you leave them the better, as a lot of 
handling is usually necessary as these 
pieces are added to the car.

I found Spies Hecker paints to be 
excellent to work with. Hopefully you will 
find this process rewarding as I did.  bw

WOOD GRAINING (MADE EASY) Words Brian Cox

Whenever Vintage vehicles gather, admirers always appreciate a well finished dash 

fitted with appropriate instruments and period accessories. But when you poke your 

head through the window for a look, it’s the – effect and not the minute detail that 

you are taking in. With this in mind wood graining can be done by anyone with a 

little skill and a lot of patience. 
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a great gift idea

subscribe today & save
Why not treat someone special to a gift that lasts all year? By becoming a subscriber to Beaded Wheels you 
can save 10% on the newstand price and guarantee that you don’t miss a single issue at the same time. 

 subscription form

Please send a subscription for
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They were the cars that were brand new when we were kids, 
and the cars we might afford by the time a driving test 
was passed and sufficient depreciation had kicked in. No 

surprise really; after all we’re talking pre-oriental days of faded 
empire, when the English family car was not so much the vehicle 
of choice as the vehicle of obligation.

Those models of Vauxhall and Ford were iconic as styles of the 
times, but the Minor and the Mini had iconic claims that extended 
to engineering and basic design.

I have a sad confession. Though I have owned a side-valve 
Morris Minor, all variants of Mini have so far eluded me. Worse, 
I can recall driving a Mini only once. On that occasion the car in 
question was a near-derelict example belonging to an impecunious 
friend, whose cheerful disposition masked the lack of means to lift 
either his own, or his car’s circumstances. In my defence I will own 
up to possessing a wholly reliable Morris 1100 during the 1970s, but 
maybe that’s no defence at all!

The Mini, like the Minor, was the product of the same mind. 
Alec Issigonis was the fortunate possessor of that mind, and he 
was the son of a marine engineer. Issigonis senior was Greek, but 
with British nationality. The family was based in Smyrna until 
the region was overrun by Turkey in 1922, at which time they 
evacuated to Britain. Now a teenager, Alec found himself studying 
at Battersea Polytechnic. He failed to follow the logical university 
route forward, but his natural ability and artistry shone through. 
Design jobs with Humber and then Morris Motors followed. By the 
age of thirty he was a specialist in suspension design, and in his 
free time he was breaking new ground, experimenting with rubber 
as a suspension medium on his Lightweight Special.

His intuition and knowledge came together in his first big 
mass-production success, the Morris Minor. That fine-handling but 
under-powered family car might have had performance to match 
if Issigonis had not been over-ruled by his bosses in the choice of 
motor.

There would be no such criticism for the mini concept to come 
a decade later when all of the revolutionary ideas favoured by 
Issigonis were wedded in one package. The Mini was a transverse 
engined, front-wheel drive box with a wheel at each corner. Cheap 
to make … cheap to buy, and offering a maximum of useable 
space, backed by brisk performance and exceptional handling. 
For the congested cities and winding lanes of Britain and Europe 
the package was a winner, even before the tuning and rally boys 
spotted the potential.

Power was supplied by the well-established BMC A-series engine 
turned east/west. The genius in space saving lay in placing the 
gearbox below the engine and the radiator to the side, not the 
front. Tiny ten-inch wheels gave minimal intrusion into the basic 
box shape, further enhancing the internal volume. When the car 
was launched in 1959 it carried the additional stamp of Issigonis 
originality in using rubber cone independent suspension at the 
front and rear. These rubber cones were a progression of his earlier 
experimentation with rubber springing on his pre-war Lightweight 
Special. At first glance that bespoke personal special of 1936 might 
appear to have nothing  in common with the Mini of a quarter 
century later. Not so. Knowing they emanate from the same mind 
is the clue to where one should look. Both are monocoques of great 
rigidity, yet devoid of needless weight. Both plant their wheels at 
the extreme corners for maximum stability. And as assemblies, 
both are without compromise in staying loyal to their purpose. 
The Lightweight Special was about getting one man up a twisting 
hill-climb course as quickly as possible. The Mini was about getting 
a family of four up the same hill while giving them 80% of the 
package to occupy. The machinery to do it was banished to the 
20% that remained. Function dictated form. That hindsight now 
regards both cars as works of art would probably please the amiable 
and urbane Sir Alec more than the knighthood his talents earnt 
him.

But it was another Alec … Alec Moulton, a friend of Issigonis … 
who supplied the impetus for another piece of innovation at BMC, 
and ultimately development for the Mini. Moulton was the man to 
conceive the Hydrolastic system in which the rubber suspension 
cones are interconnected fore and aft by a pressurised fluid line. 
First used on the 1100 models, this arrangement had the virtue of 
greatly reducing pitching of the body, and to a lesser degree, roll. 
Hydrolastic was added to the Mini in 1964, and is really the only 
significant specification change in the Mini’s production run, aside 
from engine capacities.

As to criticisms and faults, there were surprisingly few rational 
ones. It was declared by some that the Mini was so small as to be 
dangerous among modern traffic. “Death traps” predicted the older 
generation, probably irritated by the Mini’s sheer agility and ability 
to make progress where larger cars couldn’t find space. Against this 
the emerging ’60s generation saw if for what it was; a cute car that 
was inherently safe through handling that outshone everything 
around it. Critics might have stayed on safer ground if they had 
confined themselves to the stark appointments, sliding windows, 

For a driver of a certain age 

… and let’s just call me a 

baby-boomer rather than 

depress me further … there 

exists a handful of iconic 

family cars. Morris Minor, 

Ford Zephyrs and Zodiacs, 

the PA Vauxhalls come to 

mind for me, and of course 

the Mini. 

The car I never had
Words Bill Cockram Photos and Illustrations © British Motor Industry Heritage Trust

Alec Issigonis at his retirement party in 1971.
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leaky interior and dampness-prone distributor. But such faults with 
the early cars were soon addressed. Certainly for a car comprising 
so many novel design features, there were few flies in the ointment 
applied to development.

Once established and the word “mini” became part of the 
language itself, the whole story grew. Minis were all over the 
streets, the racetracks, the hill-climbs and the rallies. After an 
initial downsizing of the engine from 948cc to 848cc, (the car was 
thought too fast) the Mini through its Cooper variations progressed 
out to an eventual 1275cc. And of course being BMC’s little jewel 
replacement for the ever faithful Morris Minor, there had to be a 
van and an estate wagon, and that oddest of all – the Moke. To 
Austin and Morris must  be appended the Riley Elf and Wolseley 
Hornet. These were Minis with badge-engineered personalities 
for customers who fretted about tradition, and a bit of extra boot 
space.

In time the corners were squared off with the arrival of the 
Clubman variants, but by then the Mini had been rebranded as a 
marque in its own right. The purists of course bemoaned the 
tinkering of the stylists when their favourite entered middle age. 
Yet the buying public didn’t seem to mind, and as with the Morris 
Minor, didn’t want their love affair to end. One gets the feeling 
today’s buyers of the modern Mini are still happy to mirror the 
attitudes and instincts of the Carnaby Street Crowd fifty years ago. 
Or maybe quite a few of them are the same people! bw

FOR NO-PRESSURE COOLING SYSTEMSFOR NO-PRESSURE COOLING SYSTEMS

Liquid Intelligence 115
Synthetic waterless coolant

�

Gives Boil-Over Protection to 190°C/375°F
85°C Higher Than Traditional Water/Glycol Based Coolants
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not up hills on a hot day or stop-start in traffic!)

• By adding Liquid Intelligence 115 to your cooling system you increase the
boiling point to 190°C. The enhanced density and thermal stability of 115 can
maintain a continuous process of heat quenching within the cooling system;
preventing overheating & boil-over even under the most adverse running
conditions.

• Veteran, Vintage and Classic car owners of overheating vehicles can now look
forward to driving without worry.
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Above and below: Early Issigonis sketches, sectional view of an early Mini 
Design: Alec Issigonis Manufacturer: British Motor Corporation
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BEHIND THE WHEEL

1965 AUSTIN MINI 850
Words  Alasdair Brass  Photos Alasdair Brass, Stan Daniels

This little Mini was bought new on 16 January 1966, but 
it’s a ‘65 model, assembled in New Zealand and painted 
in Bermuda Blue. It was supplied by Seabrook Fowlds, a 

major Austin supplier for many years in the greater Auckland area. 
Betty’s buyer was one Gwen Ager (nee Seabrook) and she brought 
the little car down to her hometown, Christchurch. Years passed 
and eventually Gwen was faced with giving up her driving freedom 
and early in 2007, her niece was faced with finding a home for the 
car. She rang the Vintage Car Club, Canterbury Branch and the 
Club Captain rang me to see if I could have a look at the car and 
pass on some idea of it’s worth. 

It was later on a nice Sunday afternoon that my wife and I 
went for a drive and popped in to look at the car. It was rusty, 
grimy and dirty, hardly worth looking at but I thought I had better 
do the right thing and show some interest. The car was under a 
blue plastic cover and the windows were so dirty I had to brush 
them to see inside. I was surprised to see the upholstery was very 
nice, the carpets all in one piece and no wrinkling in the seats 
(Mini seats seldom age well!) I started to wonder what mileage 
the car had done. I asked for the keys and found the speedo had 
25,411 miles up and obviously not the second time around. Inside 
were the warranty book, handbook and a hand priced sales and 
accessory brochure. I was becoming very aware that I was looking 
at something quite special. Whilst there was rust everywhere, just 
about all that I could see was just under the paint and the car 
seemed reasonably straight. For some reason, it had an Australian 
bootlid fitted but that wasn’t going to be too much of a problem 
and there was some panel work needed in the rear. Both Gwen’s 
niece and I believed that the registration had lapsed as the last 
registration sticker shown was 2003, it was going to cost me roughly 
$1,000 to have it certified, re-registered and to have the old number 
plates personalized so that I could keep them on the car. 

That evening and by phone, we easily agreed on a price and I 
trailered the car home the next afternoon. I bought a new battery 
and flicked the key to see if everything was connected. I was 

surprised to hear the little 850 kick so I sat in, pulled the choke out 
and asked Mr Lucas to engage his pinion. He did so without hesita-
tion and the little green engine burst straight into life, running so 
sweetly that it was hard to believe that it had been sitting for four 
years. The brake pedal felt fine and the clutch pedal freed with a 
terrible bang but felt smooth afterwards. I selected reverse, backed 
up a little and then drove off down the drive. Several trips were 
taken up and down the street and totally without problems. So far 
so good! 

Next day, I checked with the LTSA to find that Gwen had 
put the registration on hold and all I had to do was pay up $84 
to crank up the registration and change the papers to my name, 
that was cheap! My plan was to do a bare metal paint job over 
the winter, enjoy the project and sell the car, once done. All that 
changed when my wife, Beryl, declared she had fallen in love and 
would very much like the car for herself. I was pretty chuffed about 
that, how many car enthusiast’s wives share their partner’s hobby 
to such an extent? The job was no longer going to be regarded as a 
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bit of a “tidy-up” and would move much closer towards restoration 
standards.

Work commenced in May and I started by stripping the car 
out, although I left the engine and frames in so that I could wheel 
it in and out of my workshop. The paint was original on all but 
the repaired rear section so I was able to use 3M Scotchbrite pads, 
big ones on my 7" angle grinder and smaller 3.5" ones in the drill. 
What I couldn’t reach in the corners and gutters was removed with 
a small spraygun sized sandblasting gun. Two main areas of concern 
were uncovered, some rot in the bottom of the left A panel and the 
previously mentioned rear end repair. Gwen told me the car had 
had a terrible shunt in the rear when it was less than 12 months 
old. It seems it was parked on the street and was hit by someone 
who strayed too far to the left. She heard the bang and came out 
to find her car missing, finally spotting it quite some distance down 
the street. The repair had been a typical insurance job of the day, 
the rear right quarter beaten into shape (almost), filled, new bootlid, 
the boot floor roughed out with a bar from underneath and a heavy 

coat of underseal brush applied to hide the roughness. I removed 
the rear sub frame and cut the rear panel and damaged areas out. I 
decided to replace a good part of the boot floor as far forward as the 
battery box and some of the spare wheel well. I found out later that 
a repair panel was available that would have saved me much hand 
shaping. I dismantled a Mkl for parts the previous year and still had 
the body, so I removed the part of the rear panel I needed from it 
and fitted it. The rear sub frame was found to have been bent since 
the accident and a friend gave me one to replace it. 

The car was undersealed before delivery, a very common practice 
of the time and it was promoted as something that would help your 
car last forever. Anyone that has struck this black goop during 
a restoration will know that it often caused more problems than 
it saved by partly breaking away and allowing water to become 
trapped between the underseal and metal. This was the exact 
problem at the base of the left A panel. The car had received some 
minor damage behind the left front wheel and the underseal had 
broken away. I made some repair panels and replaced both inner 
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Road Test  Words Kevin Clarkson

and outer parts of the A panel below the lower hinge. There were 
quite a number of small marks around the body but the boot and A 
panel were the biggies. 

I dropped the engine and front subframe out so that I could 
repaint everything and do a few mechanical jobs. I replaced the 
timing cover seal, rear crankshaft seal and diff output seals. I knew 
the engine was sound and ran very sweetly, so there was not much 
point going any further. Everything I pulled apart looked like new 
(apart from the ring gear) and it is such a pleasure to work on 
things that nobody has “got at”. It was so original that I noticed the 
rocker cover gasket still had green engine paint on it! I also 
removed the top tank of the radiator and cleaned the tubes out, 
there is no temperature gauge so a good radiator is a good idea. I 
also did a little tidying of the wiring beneath the bonnet-shut cross-
member, some of the cotton was fraying in small spots but I 
managed to bind it with black urethane and pat it with some 
woven material to press a pattern into it. One small problem I faced 
was the white had mostly gone from the raised “Champion” letters 
on the spark plug suppressor caps. I tried a few things but nothing 

looked very neat, until I 
applied some white 
marker pen to a rubber 
block and stamped it on 
the letters. Two or three 
applications and they 
looked very smart. bw

Driving a Mini is fun. They were fun when they first 
appeared in 1959 and they are still fun to drive today.  
Maybe the exception is when you are being monstered by 

a huge Mack truck, this being more likely these days than 50 years 
ago. Even so this little car had no trouble managing the demanding 
traffic flows of 2009 and could even account for itself rather well 
on the open road. You have just read the story of Alasdair Brass’s 
Mini, actually it is his wife’s car, and a very well presented Mini it 
is too. The birth of the Mini is covered in another article on page 
26 so I won’t need to cover that again. 

Sitting in the driver’s seat of Beryl’s car one is faced with a 
rather large, by modern standards, thin rimmed, steering wheel 
with the speedometer binnacle sitting in the middle of the dash/
storage compartment area. The speedo binnacle being useful to 
prevent articles stored in the dash sliding from one side of the 
glove compartment to the other while engaging in the spirited 
cornering style that Minis encourage! After all, the way those 
Minis handled made them extremely popular as a very competent 
car on the race tracks of the world. The ignition switch, a simple 
interior heater, headlight and wiper switches and a choke button 
were the only controls fitted on the dash. Basic, but all that was 
needed to get the job done on a car in this price bracket.

Aside from being fun to drive and exciting to handle Minis 
were also very frugal when it came to running costs. Petrol 
consumption was commonly around 35 miles per gallon, mainte-
nance costs were relatively small, although some considered they 
were not the easiest motors to work on in situ, and tyre wear was 
modest if the car was driven normally.

The test car has the second version of gear lever style with 
the lever kinked a little, for comfort, compared to the first Minis 
which had a straight lever sticking out of the floor at about 45 
degrees. This car was easy to change gear and everything else 
worked as it should. This Mini still has cross ply tyres which were 
fitted as standard equipment back then, with radials as an option, 
but handling remains unaffected except with the usual cross-ply 
feel one would expect. The impression while driving is of a lively 
car and everything was doing what was expected of it. There were 
no rattles and squeaks and in fact the car drove much the same as 
it would have when it was new and it was a real delight to drive. 
The presentation of the car is excellent with the standard interior 
trim still in great condition and the exterior body and paint 
condition faultless. The under-bonnet mechanicals have all been 
smartened up to a very high level and it all looks very reliable.

Minis have surprising amounts of storage space, including 
reasonable-sized spaces under the rear seats. The boot is big 
enough for most occasions and one can even leave the boot lid 
down to extend the storage platform, the number plate swinging 
down on a hinge in this case so that the registration number 
remains vertical and easily seen by the constabulary. This hinged 
number plate did not last much longer however, and was deleted 
on later models. 

Alasdair has done a great job of doing this car up and has 
ended up with an excellent example of the model which should 
give much pleasure in the future. bw
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In an effort to cash in on the Mini’s popularity by spreading the 
net wider, so to speak, a couple of other models were produced 
between 1961 and 1969. These were the Riley Elf and the 

Wolseley Hornet. With the same underpinnings as the Austin 
and Morris Minis they had an extended boot with a boot lid that 
opened up rather than down, and a higher bonnet line to accom-
modate the more upright stately grill that these marques usually 
wore. The extended boot allowed the use of vestigial fins and 
larger tail lights. Even though the boot is extended it seems to me 
that there is very little more room in there than a standard Mini. 
While most had no problem with the front end treatment of these 
cars the rear end was a different matter. Many Mini traditionalists 
regarded the extended boot look with disfavour. Some like it – 
some hate it.

With the introduction of the MKII in 1963 came the new 
998cc motor which eventually found its way into the more bread 
and butter Austin and Morris models. Wolseley and Riley also 
had more chrome and stainless steel trim than the basic models 
and were fitted with larger wheel trims with the brand emblem 
stamped therein.

The Riley Elf was the slightly more upmarket and more 
expensive model but the main difference, apart from different 
grilles,  was that it had a full wooded walnut dash with two lidded 
glove boxes whereas the Wolseley made do with the Mini Cooper 
type three-gauge binnacle, garnished with the necessary walnut 
trim as befits the marque. The Wolseley also had the usual upper 

centre grille light that was common to all Wolseley models of the 
era. Mechanically both were the same. 

The total production numbers of these models was small with 
a total of 30,912 Rileys and 28,455 Wolseleys being made. In New 
Zealand the Riley Elf seemed the most popular model of the two.  
Last issue we reviewed Donn Andersen book The Mini Downunder. 
On page 36 Donn says that the Riley Elf was assembled in New 
Zealand but that it was most likely that the Wolseley Hornet 
was not assembled here. He does mention though that there was 
a report that a limited run of 109 CKD Hornets may have been 
assembled here. The Hornet featured here was, in fact, assembled 
in New Zealand so it seems that there was a limited run of them 
done here. This particular example has not been restored but is in 
original condition and has very low miles – unusually, it is fitted 
with the optional automatic transmission.

Perhaps the final words can go to LJK Setright and Jeff 
Daniels:

According to LJK Setright they were designed, “...to appeal to 
those small minded snobs who found the idea of a Mini intriguing 
but the name of Austin or Morris offensive and the evidence of 
austerity.”

Jeff Daniels wrote, in 1980, harshly of the cars. “The Wolseley 
Hornet and Riley Elf are awful reminders of what happened when 
every BMC dealer and marque manager demanded his version of 
the Mini.”  bw

WOLSELEY HORNET AND RILEY ELF Words Kevin Clarkson Photos Stan Daniels
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A special event was held in the 
Ellesmere district of Canterbury 
in early April commemorating 50 

years since the first Vintage Rally held in 
the area. A special effort was made to locate 
exhibits present in 1959. One of these was 
a 1914 Oakland that has been parked up 
in a shed for a number of years. The owner 
is now in his nineties but agreed to let the 
car be displayed. The McLachlan family 
were well represented with three Veteran 
Cadillacs on display.

The 1909 Wiblin Schacht from 
Blenheim will soon be sporting a hood. The 
mechanism has been sourced from overseas 
and Graham is laminating the bows. This 
unusual high wheeler has been on the road 
since 1998 and seen at rallies throughout the 
South Island and the lower North Island.

Phil Dunstan and Robert Duncan are 
progressing well with the restoration of the 
1917 Packard Twin Six Fleetwood bodied 
fully collapsible cabriolet. The running gear 
is almost complete and the motor in its 
final assembly stage. The body woodwork 
is nearly done and ready to be mounted 
on the chassis. Check out this weblink for 
pictures of the Packard. www.packardsonline.
com:80/packard_display_car.cfm?pk=290

Mention should be made of Murray 
Toms (1917 Dodge) and Jack Hoven (1918 
Studebaker) who completed the North 
Island Club Captain’s tour. Jack had the 
misfortune to become deflated with a 
couple of punctures near Waiouru but was 
soon mobile again with a little help from 
his friends. Murray and Val went on to the 
Easter Rally at Hastings and took first place 
in the Veteran section.

While on the tour I caught up with 
Adrian and Sylvia Garrett from Northland. 

Adrian was telling me about his 1911 Rolls-
Royce Silver Ghost that had been found 
on a farm in NSW by his father-in-law 
who in turn left it to Adrian’s daughter. Its 
state was bad so Adrian purchased it from 
his daughter and began restoring it to its 
original condition over the next five years 
using the original body he had purchased 
50 years previously. A year after completion 
it was shipped to England to take part in 
the 100 year celebrations of  Rolls-Royce. 
Then with Roy Southward in his 1912 they 
completed a three week tour of England and 
Scotland before crossing to France on the 
ferry and meeting up with 70 other Ghosts 
for an Alpine Tour through the Swiss 
Alps. Although the roads were narrow and 
winding they were all tarseal. On arrival 
back in Britain the car had travelled 25,000 
miles in two years.

Adrian also has a 1907 Silver Ghost 
that’s travelled over 400,000 miles. This car 
was purchased from a wrecker’s yard in the 
UK for £35 with money that he was given 
to buy a new suit when joining the navy in 
his youth. One assumes the suit wouldn’t 
have done the mileage or provided nearly as 
much fun as the car.

Gavin Bedggood from Paihia has taken 
the trouble to let me know that he’s busy 
restoring the ex–Terry Wilson 1915 Tipo 

2 Fiat. He’s converting it to a French style 
mahogany skiff based on the lines of a Swiss 
built racing launch. In December 2008 he 
imported the bones of a 14 litre, 6 cylinder 
Type 12 1915 American La France that will 
be made into a period speedster. 

In Arrowtown George Page has his rare 
1916 Hupmobile ready to mount the body 
onto the chassis. This vehicle is reputed to 
have only travelled 13,026 miles since new. 
After a dispute it was parked up for many 
years in a Kaikoura garage so it’s nice to 
know that it will get a chance to show its 
paces in the forseeable future.

Did you see the Veteran Hupmobile 
for sale on Trade Me recently? I’m reliably 
informed that it was the one previously 
owned by Clem McLachlan and was 
displayed in unrestored condition at the 
McLean Veteran Rally in Ashburton a few 
years ago before being sold. I believe it has 
gone to an Australian buyer. 

At the recent National Motor Cycle Rally 
Russell Dale from South Canterbury had 
the honour of being the inaugural winner 
of the Rob Knight Memorial Trophy for the 
best performance by a Veteran motorcycle. 
Russell was riding his 1911 Abingdon King 
Dick that has been in his family since new. 
The forks were found impaled on a tree on 
his great uncle’s farm at Winchester fueling 

BRASS NOTES 
Words Diane Ross   randross@kinect.co.nz

Steam Truck

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz
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Russell’s desire to find enough parts to 
rebuild the bike. The project was completed 
in 1994 and Russell rode it to Nelson over 
two days for the National Motor Cycle Rally. 
Rider fitness was essential, any hills necessi-
tated pedalling like crazy and to change gear 
he had to dismount, take the belt off, wind 
the pulley out and fit a smaller belt. With 
a push start it was off to the top where the 
belts are swapped back again. Once the rider 
has perfected the art of the push start it 
cruises at about 35mph.Obviously the ideal 
machine to be owned by a resident of the 
Canterbury Plains. Russell is a descendent of 
Alex Gudsell who once owned the Vintage 
Doble Steam Car and was also the owner of 
a carrying firm that used to run the steam 
trucks used by the flax mill at Geraldine. 

Some news from Southland, Ray 
McCullough is redoing the motor of Roger 
Dickson’s 1916 Dodge. Since purchasing the 
Dodge from Merv Ludlow, Roger has given 
it a thorough going over and is looking 
forward to having it on the road again. 
Roy Shanks is working on his 1915 Ford 
T and David McIvor is getting stuck into 
the 1914 Sunbeam. Many years ago we 

Russell Dale’s 1911 Abingdon King Dick Motorcycle

UNDER THE NEW
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS
WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST

CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES
Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

attended a Riverton Rally in Southland and 
I still recall being amazed at the number of 
Veteran vehicles in that area there is still a 
great following for early motoring history.

You may be interested in an update on 
the progress of a well travelled restoration 
project, the 1906 Gladiator. I believe it can 
be traced back to the late Jack Newell who 
on sold it to Jim Ritchie in Christchurch 
who in turn traded it to Rhys Burnett of 
Hamilton and now it’s come to rest with 
Ben Julian of Taranaki who hopes to get it 
back to its former glory. Any information or 
parts would be welcomed.

My apologies to Kevin Atkinson who 
I called Keith in the last issue of Beaded 
Wheels, I hope this misnomer will be 
forgiven and will in no way prejudice the 
the restoration of his 1913 Singer.

I’ll leave you with some prices paid at 
recent overseas auctions. 1913 Bugatti Type 
18, five litre restored but original interior 
£2,997,807, a 1911 De Dion Tourer restored 
£30,263, 1918 Cadillac £113,355, 1915 Stutz 
£241,472.  bw

NEW ZEALAND’S MOTORCYCLE 
HERITAGE
Book three 1960s – 2000s

ISBN 978-0-9597788-2-3

Author Maureen A Bull

Publisher, Masterton Publishing House

Soft cover, 244 pages

Reviewed by Kevin Clarkson

The author has published six previous 
books, five of them relating to motorcycling 
and one about the Wairarapa Branch of the 
VCC during the decade 1968–78. Two of 
the motorcycle books are Book One and 
Two in the series that this is Book three 
of. Maureen and her husband are members 
of the Wairarapa Branch and have been 
involved in motorcycling for many years 
so this volume represents an authoritative 
work on motorcycling over the four decades 
covered in this book. Obviously she has 
had to make some selection choices but 
I believe she has captured the essence of 
motorcycling in New Zealand over those 
years.

The book is set out in an easy-to-read 
manner and includes chapters covering 
the bikes, the people, some interesting 
tables and a time line covering things that 
happened over the era. There is much much 
more, and of particular interest are the 
many NZ made devices that were invented 
to replace the horse as transport for the 
farmer prior to the introduction of the 
Japanese farm bikes that we are familiar 
with now. Accompanying the text there 
are many photos, mostly in colour, right 
throughout the book. 

The book is a good read and it is also 
one that will serve as a reference book over 
future years. 

This is an excellent addition to the 
enthusiast’s library.

book review
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TRIANGULAR
VETERAN RALLY 

Combined Wellington, Wairarapa
and Horowhenua Branches

Words & photos Peter & Shona 
Nightingale

EVENT 28 FEBRUARY 2009

It all goes back to the Wellington 
Branch’s Summer City Veteran Rally which 
was first held in Wellington in 1987. The 
Cable Price Corporation was the Daimler 
Benz agents and sponsored a round 
medallion which was struck for the event 
and presented to all entrants. In addition 
to this, a silver Veteran Benz miniature 
was mounted as a trophy and given to the 
winner to hold till the following year.

The Summer City Rally went into 
abeyance in approximately 2001. 

Wellington branch member Roger 
White felt it was disappointing not to 
have a Veteran Rally in the lower North 
Island so approached Will and Ruby 
Holmes (Wairarapa Branch) to ask if they 
were interested in sharing the running 
of the rally. When they agreed he then 
approached us to see if we would join with 
the other two branches and the event is 
now called the Triangular Veteran Rally 
and rotated round the branches. The 
trophy has been renamed to suit. The first 
Triangular Rally was held in Wairarapa 
in 2003, followed by Horowhenua 2004, 
Wellington 2005 and so on. A triangular 
plaque is made for all entrants.

This year’s Rally was hosted by the 
Wairarapa Branch commencing with a 
barbeque held at the Clareville Branch 
Clubrooms in Carterton where 25 entrants 
registered.

Saturday morning commenced with a 
briefing from Chris Slater at the clubrooms  
then we were all off winding through the 
typically interesting Wairarapa countryside 
towards the Fell Museum in Featherston. 
Here we viewed a video of the fascinating 
history of the Fell engines pulling their loads 
over the Rimutakas with graphic descrip-
tions of the brake cars in action down 
the steep incline. The Fells operated with 
sometimes four engines pulling heavy loads. 
The thing that stuck in my mind was the 
heavy smoke in the tunnels with the train 
crews having scarves over their mouths and 
often lying on the floor of the engine cab. 
The stokers worked non-stop to keep up 
steam and if the engine ran out of water 
on the climb it was a disaster. From there 
we went next door to the local museum 
with even more local history as Featherston 
was the biggest military camp in the then 
Dominion of New Zealand in 1916.

We explored Martinborough over lunch 
and followed this with a drive through the 
attractive vines ready for harvest. A stop 
was made at a local enthusiast’s large shed 
to view his collection of MGs. As Peter and 
I were unable to take the Maxwell due to 
a severe windstorm in the Horowhenua 
on Friday he was invited to navigate for 
John Wilken. His 1913 Austin Sirdar 
was a wonderful introduction to Veteran 
motoring in an English car. A steady 35mph 
was maintained up hill and down-dale. 
This effortless run surprised him as he 
had always regarded these cars as lesser 
performers than their American counter-
parts. You are never too old to learn!

Presentations followed a great motoring 
day – Fay and Ian Chamberlain took the 
silver back to Wanganui. There was a  total 
of six branches represented.

RALLY SNIPPETS

Triangular Veteran Rally – Paul and Judi Lamb in their Star

SOUTH OTAGO 
MOTORCYCLE RALLY
South Otago Branch

Words Stuart Milne & photos Glenice 
Smith

14 MARCH 2009 

Twenty-seven entrants from as far afield 
as Te Anau, and Rangiora enjoyed a ride in 
fine conditions after a week of rain. Bikers 
set off through Paretai, Romahapa and to 
the time-check at Glenoamaru. Second 
check with questions before Owaka then 
on to Papatowai for lunch. The afternoon 
run was a trip through bush roads past 
Woodstock travelling over Morris Saddle, 
onto Owaka Valley Rd, to Clinton then 
SH1 to Clifton, Te Houka and return 
to clubrooms. Great to have Graeme 
Jarvie able to join us after his illness. Also 
Doug Hayman had a terrific day with his 
family (sons Brian from Rangiora, John 
from Te-Anau and son-in-law Gary from 
Tuapeka Mouth).

MCLEANS ISLAND 
VINTAGE COUNTRY FAIR
Canterbury Branch

Words & photos Tony Becker

28-29 MARCH 2009

Christchurch’s McLeans Island is 
home to several sports and hobby clubs. 
These include the NZ Vintage Car Club’s 
Canterbury Branch, The Steam Scene and 
a Machinery Club. These clubs’ interests 
are about the collective working preser-
vation of their motoring, mechanical, 
farm and steam history. They, like similar 
clubs have needed to boost coffers in order 
to survive. To achieve this, a big lift of 
public interest in their hobbies is vital. A 
new Events Body was set up to manage 
the task of staging a Vintage Country 
Fair with all sections pooling their best 

McLeans Island Vintage Country Fair
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INAUGURAL VETERAN 
RUN
Bay of Plenty Branch

Words & Photos Derek Winterbottom

19 APRIL 2009

After a long spell of excellent weather, 
it turned overcast with a threat of rain for 
our Inaugural Veteran Run. To build up 
our numbers we did allow early Vintage 
cars and motorcycles to join in with us to 
celebrate our 50th Anniversary. We experi-
enced an excellent turn out of both local, 
and also vehicles from adjoining Branches, 
together with vehicles from Taranaki and, 
as far afield as Gore.

Fortunately, due to the excellent 
coverage given by our local press, large 
numbers of interested spectators turned 
out to the start and lined the route.

The route for this inaugural event was 
kept short and only traversed the Tauranga 
City centre before proceeding across 
the bridge to Mount Maunganui before 
returning to our clubrooms.

The event turned out to be an 
outstanding success and all who joined in 
with us were full of praise, and expressed 
the wish that this should become an 
Annual Event.

2009 NORTHLAND 
MOTORCYCLE RALLY
Northland Branch

16 MAY 2009

Ideal conditions and over 56 entries 
augured well for this event. This was John 
Rummery’s first motorcycle rally (as 
organiser), and with the help of Peter 
West-Hill he did a mighty job. John has also 
offered to organise next year’s rally that will 
be something to look forward to. This year 
several locals entered as non-competitive 
riders and hopefully we may gain some new 
members for our small motorcycle section. 
The rally took riders up Maungakaramea 
Rd into Mangakahia Rd, down through the 
Tangowahine Valley ending at the 
Dargaville Aero Club. The afternoon 
provided an opportunity for entrants to 
take rides in the club’s micro-light aircraft 
or take their own time back to the 
clubrooms. Our featured breakfast Sunday 
morning was well attended and gave those 
riding back home a good start to the day.  bw

resources. Together, the Vintage Car Club, 
Steam Scene and Machinery Clubs asked 
for help from all known resources and 
that produced amazing generosity from 
owners of traction engines, tractors, 
farming equipment, Clydesdales, military 
vehicles, models, logging trucks as well as 
members of our own car club. Hundreds 
of units crowded the grounds for all of the 
flawlessly fine weekend, several as working 
exhibits. And so the McLeans Island 
Vintage Country Fair was born. 

Fundraising being the unashamed 
motivator, volunteer helpers responded 
with enthusiasm. The exercise proved 
popular with Canterbury’s public who 
turned out in thousands to enjoy the 
many sights and sounds of yesteryear; a 
marvellous family weekend of entertain-
ment for young and old. Several competing 
Canterbury events looked a little ominous 
at first but clearly we pulled the lion’s share 
of the weekend 28-29 March – particularly 
on the Sunday.

The Show Ring proved a popular focal 
point for parades and demonstrations of 
what the clubs had on offer; recruitment 
being another aim. Fun and novel test 
displays by teams included the complete 
dismantling of a Ford T truck and its 
re-assembly to drivable condition in 
minutes. Vehicle-balancing on a seesaw 
proved challenging for drivers. The 
Steam Scene featured its truly fascinating 
working steam museum, train rides and 
fire-engines, while the Machinery Club 
had several of its small to medium engines 
operating. The VCC Barn sported a vast 
display of vehicle models. Clydesdales, 
military tanks, trucks – even motorcycles, 
all did their ‘thing’ while food and craft 
stalls traded busily. Teething troubles were 
few thanks to good planning and leader-
ship. Lessons learned may be applied to a 
future combined Vintage Country Fair; a 
foundation fund has been set aside from 
profits to seed another, probably in 2011.  

South Otago Motorcycle Rally: Ian McDonald in front on his 1950 Triumph Thunderbird.

BOP Inaugural Veteran Run
Northland Motorcycle Rally – Top right: Riders 
assembling on Saturday morning. Bottom: David 
Warren’s International Norton, voted Peoples Choice, 
ready to be ridden back to Auckland after breakfast.
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CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and state their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 
words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8140, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE
1930 MODEL A TUDOR  complete mechanical 
restoration. Body to be finished. Spares and extra body 
parts. $6,000 ono Phone Cecil or Ann 09 439 4614  
 MEM

1930-31 STANDARD 9 OR 16HP METAL SALOON 
BODY ONLY.  There is at least one 1931 Standard 9 
out there without a body – I sold it years ago. This 
is an English 4 door body. $600 ono. Phone Trevor 
03 384 5211    MEM

1936 OLDSMOBILE SEDAN  Original. Needs paint 
and tidying. $9,250. Lots of spares. 1928 Rugby 
Coupe. Partly restored. Lots of money spent, 95% 
complete. Lovely car when finished. Rare. $9,250. 
1925 Hudson Super 6 Historic ex service car Akaroa-
Chch. Part car, restorable. Offers. Phone Warren 03 
3389 169   MEM

1947 ALVIS MULLINER-BODIED SALOON  14hp 
1892cc engine, one of only six in NZ; partially 
restored with engine and body nearly complete, 
interior and paint to do; many new parts and 
spares with car; registration on hold. An interesting 
immediate post war English car from a highly 
respected manufacturer. Phone 03 455 7473   MEM

1950 VAUXHALL VELOX L TYPE CHROME KIT.  
 Components have been restored to pristine 
condition. Included are all external and internal 
chromeware (ie bumpers, overriders, hubcaps, 
grille, all trims and mouldings, interior/exterior 
handles). A full list and detailed photo inventory 
available on request. Any realistic offer considered. 
Phone 021 297 6212    MEM

1954 CITROEN LIGHT 15.  Reg on hold unrestored. 
Reasonably tidy includes spares $3,000. 1938 
Vauxhall DX 14 Reg on hold, in reasonable 
condition, has been partially restored, runs well. 
Includes spares $4,000. 1929 LaFrance Republic 1½ 
ton Fleetmaster truck under restoration cam & roller 
hoist and  hydraulic brakes $500. Phone Martin 09 
435 0673 email: duffydog@ihug.co.nz   MEM

1956-1957 EIP VAUXHALL WINDSCREEN  New old 
stock $150 ono. Phone Roger 03 327 6713   MEM

1959 DOT SCRAMBLERS  One complete with 197cc 
Villiers Motor. One stripped with special big block 
motor. Best offer over $4,000. Phone 06 838 8543 
evenings   MEM

1968 AUSTIN MINI UTE  Genuine. Excellent 
condition. Bare metal restoration, 2-pak finish. New 
upholstery. Motor has had rings and bearings. Goes 
well. Rare. In our family for 28 years. $20,000 ono.  
Phone 03 755 4282. 

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish. 
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum Advance Units. 
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed.
Contact Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, 
Manukau City, 2576.

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

COACHBUILDER  Re-wooding, panelwork, 
fabrication, fibreglass work of Vintage and 
Classic cars. Full or part restorations. For all your 
restoration requirements phone Davies Coachworks 
03 310 6691 cell 027 330 9581 Rangiora. Qualified 
Coachbuilder. Veteran•Vintage•Classic 

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

B&B WORCESTERSHIRE UK
 NZ EX-PAT HOSTS 

We are a small B&B situated in 
Stourport-on-Severn in Worcestershire. 

We are centrally located for many VSCC activities 
– close to Shelsley Walsh and Prescott Hillclimbs 
and other motorsport venues. Apart from this, 
Stourport is central to many other attractions 

that the Midlands have to offer. It is adjacent to 
the Wyre Forest with its many walking trails and 

outdoor pursuits. The Severn Vintage Railway 
is at nearby Kidderminster and travels through 

to historic Bridgnorth, which is close to the 
Ironbridge Gorge, the birthplace of industry. Our 
B&B is in the heart of the town and has en suite 

facilities and off street parking. 
Please email junehearne372@btinternet.com

for further details. 

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598. Cell 021 109 1309 or 
Email martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

1976 TRIUMPH 2.5 TC AUTO  Original condition, 
almond paint, no rust, goes well, a tidy car. 154,621 
kms. Rego and warrant. $3,000 ono. Phone 03 434 
9116 Oamaru   MEM
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome 

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

1948 DOUGLAS TS 35  Engine No. T35/S/147, 
Frame No. 29760. Very original bike. Selling on 
behalf of estate. I believe the motor has been 
reconditioned. Additional photos available on 
request, $9,000. Phone 09 478 1377 or email 
michael.eleanor@xtra.co.nz

ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY SAPPHIRE 346 MK 1, 
1954 MANUAL.  New VTNZ WOF and 6 months reg, 
good sound condition, has twin carburettors and has 
been fitted with Mk 2 brakes. Spare cylinder head, 
gearbox and rear axle. $12,000. Ivan Gardiner 021 
470 333 or email ivangardiner@paradise.net.nz

HUMBER 80 (2) 1960/61.  Both with registration 
on hold. Restoration started on purple car, blue 
car probably best for parts but has very good 
motor.  $2000 ono. Phone Kevern 03 216 9336. 
 MEM

DODGE TOURER  “guards off” restored & 
upholstered 27 years ago for this Exhibition. 
Chassis is 1922, hood is 1921 Canada for RHD. 
Owned 42 years 2 private owners (plus dealer). 
Original Manual (low miles, front tyres original)? 
Needs re-paint, motor, piston rings stuck. 
$12,500 South Akld, ph Dennis 09 534 6751 or 
malcolmdean@optusnet.com.au

1963 ROVER 3 LITRE.  Original condition two 
tone grey, new battery, good tyres $4700 Phone 
03 216 0969.  MEM

1964 RILEY 4/72.   Immaculate car inside and 
out. Genuine 84,000 miles. Interior in lovely order. 
Immaculate paint job. Reconditioned motor. History 
available. Comes with original handbook and a 
workshop manual. $6,500. Phone 09 435 5493. 
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PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.U 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Manukau 2025, Auckland. Phone 09 278 
3888 evenings.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your Vintage 
woodwork requirements, I can reproduce your car’s 
woodwork from original parts, patterns and photos. 
Model A parts made to order, also Morris Traveller 
Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau 
St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 327 6164.

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New York Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.

12 METRES SPONGE RUBBER DOOR SEAL . New 
as used on many 1950 models. 260.089 $90 ono. 
Phone Roger 03 327 6713   MEM

4X17" WHEELS 4 STUD.  2x16" wheels 6 stud. 1x16” 
wheels 3 stud, Phone 06 368 3472   MEM

BONNET AND RADIATOR SURROUND RING SUIT 
 1937 International D2. Cleaned and primed. $100. 
You pay freight. Phone Bruce, Invercargill 03 217 
2664 / 0274 862 813.   MEM

DAVID BROWN 25 CROPMASTER 1950  Honeymoon 
seat model. Excellent condition, road registered 
$3,000. Personal Plate: NTN R (Norton roadster) 
$400. Phone 06 368 5611 or 021 1118 176 
davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz    MEM

HUMBER 12  1934 Vogue body style. Most of the 
mechanicals done (plus recon motor, not yet run), but 
turned over 3 or 4 times a year. Bodywork in bits but 
some of the body work done in English ash etc. The 
vehicle is in a shed that is needed so must go. Make 
an offer and you could own this rare vehicle, some 
parts also for Humber 12 – 1935-1936 which goes 
with this vehicle. Phone Trevor 06 354 7279    MEM

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

JAEGER  36hr 1920s clock, 80dia very good 
condition. AJS 7R, 1953ish cylinder head, new piston 
& connecting rod. Email ryan@cheesesolutions.com 
or phone 021 476 553  MEM

JAGUAR 1952 MK 7 SALOON  Manual gearshift – 
heavy black protection paint 22 years ago, which is 
mainly valuable because they rust out from salt in 
UK. Has same running gear as a XK120 Jaguar 1952 
Sports car (was the fastest car of its time without 
a supercharger). Best offer $3–5,000. Car in South 
Akld, phone owner Brisbane AUS 0061 7 3849 8240 
or email malcolmdean@optusnet.com.au

ONE ONLY  (not a pair) plate I T1960. Pristine 
condition, never mounted on car. Give your 1960 
gem a treat. Offer to 03 385 9472   MEM

TYRES FIRESTONE WHITEWALL  16 x 600, set of 4, 
brand new.  $800.00.  Phone:  Tony 09 537 2172. 

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PARTS FOR SALE AMBASSADOR PETROL TANK  
 Good order with badges $50; three 125 Villiers 
barrels, one with head and carb. $75; Pair Brass 
headlamps 6" $100 pair; Matchless head gasket 
and ½ time pinion $50; Rear number plate holder 
(motorbike) $20; Amalgamated Carb clamp mount 
1 1/8" throat $100; Amalgamated Carb screw mount 
1" throat $100; Renault 750 gasket set $20. Phone 
Bill Munro 04 563 6342   MEM

SIDECAR  has passenger door, black and red 
upholstery. 54" in length, 20" in height from chassis, 
23" in width at back tapering to 15" front. Never 
been on a bike. $800. Phone Bill 04 563 6342  MEM

SUNBEAM ALPINE AND RAPIER WORKSHOP 
MANUAL  Rapier Mk3 and Mk3a, Alpine Series 1 
and 2. Sell or swap for Sunbeam Talbot 90 Manual 
or Owners Handbook. Phone 07 863 3554 or email 
bhdaly@paradise.net.nz   MEM

MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE, all 
types, units bought and sold. Contact Chris Slater, 
Coil Winding Services, Hupenui RD, Greytown, 
Wairarapa. Phone/Fax 06 304 9466.

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

CHROME 7" MESH ROUND HEADLAMPS 
COVERS  top quality with stainless clips. $79 per 
pair plus $7.50 couriers. Also chrome bullet style 
mirrors top quality $129 per pair or $65 each plus 
$7.50 courier. All major credit cards accepted.
DELTA, 179 Ferry Road, Chch 03 377 0029 bus hrs

STAINLESS WHEEL TRIMS  Brand new.
Top quality 14", 15" and 16" available $99 per set 
of 4 plus $12 courier also 14" and 15" whitewalls 
$189 per set 4 plus $12 courier. All major credit 
cards accepted. DELTA, 179 Ferry Road, Chch.
03 377 0029 bus hrs

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

Red or Black radiator hose

Call for a FREE 64-page illustrated 
atalog lled it  t ousa ds of  

ard-to- d period a urate restoratio  
supplies a d a essories  

or isit our e site to do load o e

Restoration Supply 
Company

e Rig t tuff

Springs

Mirrors

Motometers

Moldings

Fluid Fittings

Priming cups

Grease cups
NOS Connectors

Threaded rivets

Phone: 1-760-741-4014     Fax: 1-760-739-8843
info@RestorationStuff.com
ww.RestorationStuff.com
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1922 HUDSON SPEEDSTER  5 seater project. Most 
parts to build a car including the rear quarterpanels, 
some doors, bonnet, 2 rads, some hood irons, 3 
front axles, 2 rear speedo. Asking $2,000 ono for 
what’s there. Phone Barry 06 388 1153  MEM

1950 DOUGLAS MARK IV  Engine No. 7644/S4, 
Gearbox No. 5197, Frame No. 7644.  Selling on 
behalf of estate. Additional photos available on 
request. $9,000. Phone Michael 09 478 1377 or 
email michael.eleanor@xtra.co.nz

Call us for a free no obligation quote. 
See our back page ad for details.

EARLY 1920S CADILLAC BITS  A mixture of series 
61, V63 & La Salle. Ex Newmans service cars. Many 
items here to get an enthusiastic person started on 
a Vintage Cadillac restoration. Items undercover 
last 15 years but due to circumstances now outside 
awaiting disposal. Phone Grant Patterson  021 823 
336 or email grant.anita@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

FORD FALCON XL 1962 MODEL  Very tidy 
example. Original upholstery in excellent condition. 
Reconditioned engine and gearbox. All original. 
Nice touring car. $13,000. Phone 09 424 3598,  
0274 147 373 or dallasandsue@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1923 FIAT 501 3 DOOR TOURER.  Older 
restoration, excellent condition. Very low mileage 
since restored. Johnston & Smith body. VIC card. 
$22,000 Phone Reg Thomas 03 323 5223 or email 
regjunethomas@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1967 MGB ROADSTER  Excellent condition ie body 
paint, chrome tyres, hood etc. Well maintained and 
performs well. Good gearbox and o/drive. Wire 
wheels and splined hubs have been renewed. VIN. 
Asking $17,000. Phone 06 758 1991 New Plymouth  
 MEM

1918 OLDSMOBILE Rare opportunity to acquire 
one of the largest collections of Model 37 
Oldsmobile parts, NOS and restored parts, two 
project vehicles, one would create the rare pickup 
truck, plus touring model. Phone Len Harvey 
09 576 8599    MEM

1935 VAUXHALL DX14-6   4 door, navy blue. This 
car is for sale by tender all offers to Stu Campion, 
113 Forbury Road, Dunedin 9012. All enquiries 
please phone Stu on 03 455 2833   MEM

DAIMLER V8 2.5 LITRE  Only three owners. 
Original ownership papers. Original handbook. 
Very easy restoration. Registration on hold. Offers 
over $6,500. Phone 07 357 2390 or 0275 333 878  
 MEM

1930? CHEVROLET  as per photo. Engine 
R289920. Petrol tank included. Missing wheels 
and generator. Been stored under cover for at 
least 25 years possibly much longer. Offers. Phone 
Tony 03 481 1903   MEM
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AUSTIN 1970 3 LITRE  Reg & WOF, 63,000 mls. 
One family owned. Suspension pump needs 
attention but two spare pumps included nice car. 
$8,000 ono. Phone 07 868 6711   MEM

1962 STUDEBAKER GT  Reg & WOF, 289 V8 
white-black interior. Some good spares. $19,000 
firm. Phone 07 862 7566   MEM

HOLDEN PREMIER V8  253 V8 new paint GM gold 
with black vinyl top, new door window rubber etc. 
New black carpets. Dedicated LPG. This car is 
for sale by tender all offers to Stu Campion, 113 
Forbury Road, Dunedin 9012. All enquiries please 
phone Stu on 03 455 2833   MEM

ADVERTISE FREE*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.
Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members 
wishing to advertise commercial 
services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@
vcc.org.nz  or complete the form on 
this page and post to us at Marketplace 
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8140 
or fax us on 03 332 3827
Deadline for receipt of advertisements 
and payment for our October/November 
issue is 10 September 2009. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, 
P O Box 13-140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$64*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

TEXT & COLOUR PHOTO.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$21*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

TEXT ONLY ADVERTISEMENT.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels.
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

1948 DODGE DELUXE SEDAN  in Auckland. 
Body-off restoration completed in 2006. Good 
upholstery, new wool roof lining. Akld– Invgll for 
International Rally. Major engine work 2006, few 
miles since. Needs new home. Over $17,500 spent. 
Reasonable offers. Phone Bryce 09 416 6642 or 
0274 966 706 for complete details.   MEM

COLLECTORS DREAM MGB 1967  Immaculate 
condition. Full documented history. $26,000. 
Current valuation certificate available. Phone 
07 847 7610 Pauline Pope.  MEM

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 
389-0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
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WANTED TO BUY
1929 CHRYSLER 70 EXHAUST MANIFOLD  First of 
the downdraft carburettor. Phone/Fax 09 434 7215 
email gndawson@actrix.co.nz   MEM

1936-38 FIAT TOPLINO CROWN WHEEL AND 
PINION.  Crown wheel 44 teeth pinion 8 teeth or 
complete diff head. This diff was also used on vans. 
Phone 06 758 7730   MEM

1958 FORD ZEPHYR ZODIAC  in good condition. 
Phone  Alan, 03 304 7477  or  027 483 4862   MEM

1970 TOYOTA CROWN DELUXE  2M, motor complete. 
Phone Roy Benton, 06 755 1936.  MEM 

475X500X19" TYRES  new condition or new bandag 
retreads. Phone Wendy or Trevor 03 384 5211    MEM

ALLDAYS ONIONS MOTORCYCLE PARTS.   Especially 
barrel for 550cc wanted, any parts or pictures will 
help also looking for Triumph model H parts and 
a pre 1915 Triumph project have circa 1930 AJS V 
twin girder forks and 1931 ohv 250 motor. Phone 
09 533 8050   MEM

AMAL CARBURETTOR FOR VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE.  
 Carb type 76/011 clip fitting type to the induction 
pipe adaptor to cylinder 1" bore 1 1/8" to adaptor 
pipe later type 276/011 acceptable. Phone Wally
06 758 1991   MEM

ANDREW COWAN’S BOOK  Why Finish Last true 
story behind the 1968 London to Sydney marathon. 
Phone Brian 03 688 2389 email bgrace@
timarumotors.co.nz   MEM

BRITISH WWII PERIOD MOTORCYCLE  Anything 
considered although would prefer a complete 
machine. Phone Chris 09 638 8384   MEM

BUICK 1934-35 SERIES 50.  Any parts at all or 
gearbox and diff off series 40. Any grill parts. Have 
dash and luggage rack for series 40. Swaps or 
cash. 1924-25 guards master wanted. Write Russell, 
6 Tutchen St, Tauranga or phone 021 0245 7984, 
evenings. 

BUICK PARTS INFORMATION, PHOTOS  etc for 
1915 to 1924 6 cylinder and 4 cylinder cars. 
Anything big or small. Phone Jim Baird 06 273 8717 
or pre39hq@hotmail.com   MEM  

BUY OR BORROW BREMI AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICAL 
CO CATALOGUE  Covering part numbers and 
application of Bremi distributor point sets between 
P/Nos 1000 to 2000. Manufactured both in Germany 
and USA. I have a quantity of these sets but do not 
know what they fit. When identified these will be 
available to members. Phone Bruce 09 276 6756 
email bruce.wilma@paradise.net.nz   MEM

CALTHORPE MOTORCYCLE PARTS FOR 1930 350 
SLOPER WANTED.  Cylinder head with rocker box 
and rockers, and cylinder barrel. Phone 09 238 
6833 or email earlyriders@value.net.nz

CARBURETTORS; SU 1¾" HS MODEL.  Would
like complete as possible. And also Claudel 
Hobson V36B or V42B as complete or parts. Phone 
Vaughan Cooper on 06 877 5698 or email 
vaughanc@clear.net.nz    MEM

CHRYSLER IGNITION AND LIGHT SWITCH  as fitted 
to a 1926 Chrysler Imperial and possibly other early 
Chrysler models. This is not a key operated switch 
but has a vertical lever pivoted from the centre of 
the unit and facing downwards. I would like a good 
unit but will take whatever is available. Carl Gaudin 
Phone 07 871 5969 Email: Gaudin@xtra.co.nz   MEM

CYCLECAR  sport version like familcar CGSs, 
Salmson, Lombard etc. Any cyclecar of the twenties 
or thirties is considered, preferably with some 
history, whether in need of restoration or ready for 
rallying. Cash ready for the right car. Phone Wim 09 
294 9204 or willemastrid@xtra.co.nz   MEM

DODGE DA 1929-30  Complete water pump to finish 
my restoration. Urgently required as the water 
pump I have at present is on loan and has to be 
returned to the owner. Phone 03 684 6554   MEM

FIAT 509 PARTS REQUIRED.  Any parts that you may 
have will be useful but I require diff casing  with or 
without crown and pinion steering box and track rods 
instruments and dash panel switchplate etc plus any 
electricals dynamo starter. Wire wheels 18" or 19" 
and knock’ons or bolt ons plus ‘Fiat’ hubcaps. Any 
motors 509 and 509A. Radiator and surround. Any 
information on the SM will help. Also able to offer 
information I have. Phone Clive 09 486 6047 021 903 
548 or email swift.service@clear.net.nz   MEM

FORD SIDE VALVE V8,  Shuter sports or Hogan intake 
manifold wanted. Phone Rod 09 421 0323   MEM

FRONT BUMPER 1938 AUSTIN BIG 7  and pair of 7 
inch complete and warrantable headlamps. Would 
consider parts if not complete, need mounting bolt 
and its headlamp fitting, lamp holders, possibly 6v 
sealed beam unit. Email photos if possible txt John 
021 701 467 or  plylite17@windowslive.com   MEM

HONDA S800 OR S600 COUPE OR DROP HEAD  Any 
condition wanted to buy. Any parts, information or 
contacts with enthusiasts. Contact Chris White 06 
348 7335 0274 431 184 cwhite@clear.net.nz   MEM

HUMBER SUPER SNIPE 1949/52 MKIII  in good 
condition, mobile, or to restore, and or parts car. 
Phone Dave 06 843 5151 Fax 06 843 5849 email 
snipe1949@xtra.co.nz   MEM

I REQUIRE SOMEBODY TO REPRODUCE A RED TAIL 
LIGHT LENS  as fitted to 1940 Indian Four pannier 
bag. I have one as a sample. Contact Bob Bullock, 
38 Hastings St Nelson 7010.   MEM

MINI MK 1 OR SIMILAR   wanted to restore, prefer 
good body with live reg or started project etc. 
Anything considered in Canterbury area. Phone 
Daryl 03 388 5521 email nichollsd@xtra.co.nz    MEM

MOTOR FOR BSA DI 125CC BANTAM,  prefer in 
excellent condition early 60s, phone 06 368 5611 
0211 118 176 or davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz 

PENNY FARTHING BIKE  in good condition, 48 to 52 
inches, Phone Alan, 03 304 7477 or 027 483 4862
    MEM  

REAR WHEEL OR ANY OTHER PARTS FOR BSA 
MODEL K WANTED.  1915 to 20. Any pre 1915 
Triumph parts especially 1911-13 frame (has 
straight top tube) and clutch hub and carburettor. 
Any unfinished Triumph projects. Anything any 
condition anywhere. Phone Chris 09 533 8050 
email triumphmodelh@yahoo.co.nz   MEM

MILLER MAGDYNO WANTED  As per  photo 
complete or any parts. Not much identification on 
mag. Gene is common Miller and is chain driven 
off mag. Missing off mag is the chain cover. Phone 
R Taylor 06 844 9475  MEM

RADIATOR TO SUIT CHRYSLER FOUR  (1925 to  
1928). Models 58, 50 or 52 will fit. Condition 
not important as long as it is able to be re-cored. 
Alex Gow, 30 Bottlebrush Street, KINGAROY,  
Queensland 4610, Australia. Phone 0061 7 4163 
6769  alexgow@westnet.com.au

RUXSTELL AXLE WANTED FOR MODEL T.  Prefer 
later model with larger brake drums (ie 1926-27) 
but anything considered, including parts, shifter 
assembly, rods and lever. Email retyred@slingshot.
co.nz, or phone 03 445 0065   MEM

STROMBERG UPDRAUGHT CARB. TYPE O.M  2inch 
or 2¼ throat or Ball & Ball or Tillotson of similar 
dimension. Must be complete or easily repaired... 
Two stage type throttle opening prefered. Phone/
fax 03 541 8467 email iws@ts .co.nz   MEM.

SU CARB  Sloping type, no. RG4BR 5, side draught, 
for a 1925 Rover 14/45. Email manning@nettel.
net.nz or phone 07 577 9104.  MEM

MARLBOROUGH SOUTH ISLAND MOTOR 
UNION BADGE  As shown in photo wanted for 
my car. I have as possible swap the Canterbury 
Automobile Association South Island Motor Union 
Badge as shown. A Marlborough badge in any 
condition will be considered. Contact John on
027 2812 773, 03 578 9622 or email abe-lar@
xtra.co.nz  MEM
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THORNYCROFT J-TYPE TRUCK PARTS  needed to 
complete restoration, also looking for a chassis for 
a 1924 4 ton Leyland, any leads appreciated. Phone 
Mike 07 376 7961 Taupo   MEM

TRIUMPH MODEL H PARTS,  wheels, chain cover 
etc. 1922 BSA parts, wheels, engine parts, also any 
New Hudson parts. I have parts to swap or will buy. 
Phone Paul Auckland 09 478 9699, 027 642 4222, 
gruz.p@clear.net.nz    MEM

TROJAN MOTOR 1922-1930 WANTED TO BUY.  Not 
much identification except raised casting number 
starting with letters PB, XL, PH or BH. Also wanted 
any other parts able to help with Trojan 6 wheeler 
replica, reference article on page 26-27 June/July 
Issue #298. Phone Steve 0272 926 817 or email 
trojansteve@xtra.co.nz 

UP TO SPEED THE ROYCROFT YEARS IN NEW 
ZEALAND   Racing book by Scott Thomson wanted. 
Phone Rod 09 421 0323    MEM

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

NNational Veteran Rally 
12th—14th February 2010 

Based in Waipukurau, Central Hawke’s Bay 

Entry form, rally programme & accommodation information 
available from: 

VCC website:  www.vcc.org.nz     
jcleland@xtra.co.nz  or  rod.mckenzie.wpk@xtra.co.nz 

or contact: 
Rally Secretary John Cleland—Ph (06) 858 9053 

Motel accommodation will be at a premium due to the  
Mission Concert so it is advisable to book early.    

However there is plenty of accommodation for those  
entrants wishing to stay on-site at rally headquarters  

at Pukeora Estate, Waipukurau 

2010 National SOUTH ISLAND 

The Canterbury Branch  invites all VCCNZ Inc club members to 
take part in the National South Island Easter Rally 2010.

The four rally routes are all planned on flat, easy motoring roads 
and there will be an opportunity for non-competitive entries.

The rally start and evening events will be at the Papanui Club Inc, 
Sawyers Arms Road, Bishopdale.

Entry forms will be available from your Branch Secretary in due 
course.

Rally Chairman – Brian Goodman   
Telephone 03 342 4525, email - brian.gay@xtra.co.nz

Rally Secretary – Leigh Craythorne  
Telephone 03 342 9110, email - craythornes@actrix.co.nz

2 – 4  April 20102 – 4  April 2010

Canterbury Branch looks forward to extending a warm 
welcome to you over the weekend.

Sunday 18 October 2009
Bay of Plenty Clubrooms, 
29 Cliff Road, Tauranga

Vintage Car Display – Car Parts Old & New – 
Garage Sale – Collectables – Books old & new – 
a must for car enthusiasts – food hot and cold

Gates open 7am 
Stall Holders $10        Adults $5            Children Free

All catering by BOP VCC – 
No other refreshment stalls permitted.

Please contact Graeme Barnett 07 576 1539
for further information

SWAP MEET
 & MARKET
NZVCC INC BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH

Please notify VCCNZ National Office 
if you have changed your address or 

sold/purchased any vehicles. 

Advertising for our October/November issue 
closes 10 September 2009. 
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BSA Motorcycle 
International 

Rally
Christchurch 

February 7 – 13 2010 

Meet BSA enthusiasts from 
around the world

Great rally rides • Interesting tours

Gala Dinner  •  Judging and Prizes

Visit our website www.canterburybsaoc.org.nz

VETERAN - VINTAGE 2009 TOUR
Join with us for the 

2nd Veteran-Vintage 10 Day Tour

Starting in Timaru, Saturday 24 October, Labour Weekend 2009.

Expressions of interest for this non-competitive, 
but very social tour are called for now.  

Contact Nola or Alistair Day, Ph 03 688 2617, 
88 Acacia Drive, RD 3, Seadown, Timaru 7910 

or email for details to Veteranvintage2009@yahoo.co.nz

You are welcome to join and depart at any stage if you are 
unable to complete the full 10 days.

Incorporating South Canterbury Branch Mt Cook Rally. 

Four day tour starting from Timaru, Ashburton and 
Christchurch.

Expressions of interest for this non-competitive but social 
tour are called for.

(
Enquiries to  Alistair Day Ph 03 6882617, or  

Norman Bunt  Ph 03 684 6554 P O Box 623 Timaru 7974

or email for details to southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz

� 2010 � 

HAAST TOUR
19 – 22 FEBRUARY 2010

WAIMATE BRANCH
The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand Inc

NATIONAL COMMERCIAL RALLY 2009
Labour Weekend 23-25 October

The Waimate Branch is pleased to be hosting the 3rd National Commercial 
Rally. To all commercial vehicle enthusiasts, we invite you to come and enjoy 
a weekend of fun, friendship and touring of our scenic district. There will be 
many interesting things to see and places to visit. Entry forms available from 

your Club Secretary, or contact Rally Secretary. 

As this is a national event, a VIC is required.

Rally Co-ordinator: Rally Secretary:
Stewart Townshend Mark Thomas
10 Alice Street 15A Mortimer Street
Morven Waimate
Phone: (03) 689 4999 Phone: (03) 689 6232 EN

TRIES
 CLO

SE 
SO

ON

ACT NOW

Waimate Branch NZ Vintage Car Club
Saturday 5 September 2009

To be held at Club Rooms  4 Harris Street, Waimate.

8:00am – 1:30pm   Entry $2.00

Food & drink available.

For site info contact

Mark Thomas 03 689 6232

.   SWAP MEET   .ANNUAL SWAP MEET
12 SEPTEMBER 2009

NORTHLAND BRANCH

Club Grounds, Heritage Park, Maunu

Gates open 7am till 3pm

club spares shed open
food on s ite

For information  phone 
Rob 09 433 5672  or Lawrence 09 434 6457 

CAMBRIDGE RACEWAY, CAMBRIDGE
Sunday 15  November 2009

Gates open 7am
Sites – sellers – buyers are $5 each

ORGANISED BY: Waikato Branch of Vintage Car Club and 
Waikato Vintage Tractor and Machinery Club

ENQUIRIES
Ph Les Webster 027 2274954 or after 6pm 07 8874954

WAIKATO VINTAGE 
SWAPMEET
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Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

You can target 
your customers 
quickly and 
effectively by 
advertising in the Beaded Wheels 
Trade directory. From only $55 per 
issue your full colour advert will be 
seen by over 8,000 readers and 
motoring enthusiasts every issue. 

To find out more contact 
Beaded Wheels 
phone 03 332 3531 or 
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz   

affordable 
effective 
advertising

 9*, 10, 11 OCTOBER 2009
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the 

Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information and bookings write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279,  
Christchurch or phone Mike 03 344 0425.

NOTE: Sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated. Some EFTPOS 
facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

PUBLIC DAYS 10, 11 OCTOBER: 9am - 4:30pm. Adults $5, all accompanied 
school children free.

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

Members Day Admission to the swapmeet is by current 
VCC MEMBERSHIP CARD PLUS ADMISSION CHARGE 

OF $5 or site holders ticket only. 
Admission for those people accompanying a VCC 

member is $10 per person.

*9 
OCTOBER
Members Day

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

Nelson Branch invites all VCC members and supporters 

to join them on the 2009 Biennial Rally.

Choose from two rally routes travelling through 

picturesque Nelson countryside in the spring.

 

LABOUR WEEKEND 24 – 26 October 2009

Programme

Saturday 24  from 2.00pm – Registration

from 5.00pm – BBQ tea

Sunday 25 Rally day and dinner

Monday 26 Farewell morning tea

For Further Information

Jim Wareing  Phone /fax 03 544 9998  Email jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz
Entries and Payments to: Rally Secretary, 4 Marchwood Grove, 

Richmond, Nelson 7020.

Nelson Branch VCC inc.

BIENNIAL RALLY 2009
N

E

L

S

O

N
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PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

RESTORATION

VETERAN  VINTAGE  CLASSIC
QUALIFIED COACHBUILDER

DAVIES COACHWORKS
PH (03) 310 6691 CELL 027 330 9581

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels
T R A DE  D I R E C T O RY

Connecting enthusiasts 
and professionals around 

New Zealand.

Contact us today to list your 
business here.

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

RESTORED 
CARS                        

Magazine Australia

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)Aust $69.00 Air Mail 
12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS) Aust $135.00 Air Mail

First published in 1973. 
All back issues are 

available.  All vehicles 
featured are restored or 

in original condition.  
Events, How To’s and 

Australian motoring History are a specialty.
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Late June was garage raid time. We had 
selected five garages in central Tauranga 
and observed the 80/20 rule in action. That 
is 20% of the people have 80% of the 
cars. Seven absolutely immaculate cars in 
three garages all at one place, and probably 
that many again at each of the next two 
venues. Only four at the next and two 
at the last garage! Makes included Jaguar, 
BSA, Fiat, MG, Lagonda, Austin, Renault, 
Rover, Daimler, Singer, Crossley, Riley, and 
a three-wheeler Reliant Delivery Truck 
of 1938 Vintage. Cars are one thing, but 
often it’s the other equipment in garages 
that become the treasure of the trip. Or 
else it’s seeing first hand how a particular 
problem is solved. While half the cars were 
restored the remainder ranged from nearly 
finished down to recently purchased with 
full rebuilds being required. Still plenty of 
cars to view for the restoration trophy for 
years to come. 

Canterbury   Tony Becker
A somewhat embarrassing “Restoration 

of the Year” line-up faced judges for 2009. 
Not a single entry represented Vintage, Post 
Vintage, PWV, Motorcycle, Commercial 
or Post 1960; just two lonely but lovely 
Veterans stood before them. Why this 
occurred in the country’s biggest branch 
raised speculation including the effects 
of the recession. Restorations mostly take 
some years so that reason can surely be 
ruled out. Someone offered that former 
‘cheque-book restorations’ had discouraged 
amateur entrants, but such conjecture failed 
to identify a definitive reason if there is 
one. 

The annual pilgrimage to Winchester 
and Ashburton Swapmeets met mixed 
weather conditions, however at least 30 
branch entrants boosted the South Island 
Easter Rally at Ashburton this year and 

Ashburton   Peter Knight
Repairs and maintenance have been 

completed on the museum and it is now 
looking in great condition. At the moment 
there is a very good collection of cars and 
it is well worth a look to anyone passing 
through Tinwald with an hour to spare.

The annual swap meet was held on 2 
May. It proved to be another successful 
fundraiser with around 300 stalls. A good 
crowd attended and no doubt some good 
bargains were made. With this being the 
only major fundraiser the committee would 
be well pleased with the results. It was also 
a great way for a majority of members to 
help contribute to the club.

Saturday 6 June saw 20 or so members 
join forces with South Canterbury and 
North Otago for a garage raid in their area 
with many interesting projects viewed.

Three cars ventured to Timaru on 17 
May to take part in the South Canterbury 
PV/PWV/P60 run. It turned out to be an 
eventful day when the Rangitata River 
flooded State Highway 1. Apart from 
being in the vicinity of the flood it became 
necessary to detour through Geraldine to 
get home. Owen and Lorraine Wilson took 
first place in the three sections of the PV 
cars while Val Knight won the field test for 
the PWV class.

Saturday 13 June saw 13 cars take part 
in Marion and David Oakley’s P60 run. It 
covered a distance of 270kms and places 
visited included Ruapuna Raceway, Bryan 
Black’s Vintage and Veteran Car manufac-
turers, a collection of Vintage cars at 
Avonhead and the Nut Point Gallery (a 
bit of musical culture) and then the Kirwee 
Tavern for the evening meal. For all who 
participated it was a very enjoyable day. 

Auckland   John Stokes 
We extend condolences to Doreen Allen 

and family upon the loss of Ted. Ted had 
been a member for over twenty-five years, 
initially motoring a 1928 Austin 16/6 tourer, 
ex the late Doug Wood. In later years a MG 
Magnette was extensively motored.

Motorcycles: Twenty-three Aucklanders 
attended the Northland Motorcycle Rally. 
Don Green taking first overall with his ‘53 
Norton Dominator, Neville Olsen won the 
time keeping on his ‘51 BSA while Graeme 
Crawley had the oldest bike, a ‘38 Ariel VB. 
David Warren took Peoples’ Choice with 
his ‘50 Norton International. Tim Abbott 
has rejoined our ranks. Top marks to Peter 
Cooper 1938 Rudge Ulster and Graeme 
Crawley ‘38 Ariel VB 600 for keeping up 
the pre-war bikes at the very fine and sunny 
Wet Leg Run.

Commercial: Kevin Whitham has just 
about finished his 1925 Morris Commercial. 

Ian Jenner has restored a railway jigger that 
was made out of a 1930 White truck. Colin 
Bell has acquired a 1948 Chev half-ton 
pickup. He used this on the successful 
midweek tourers overnight trip to the 
Coromandel and he and Pam used it to win 
the Experts’ Rally a few weeks later. John 
Perich’s Ford Costcutter has its original 
Hobson County Council signage back in 
place.

PV, PWV P60V: A new member is 
William Meyer with two Austin 8 Saloons. 
Mark Heaslip is working on the mudguards 
for his Singer Le Mans. Allan and Christine 
Allbon won the timed rally at the South 
Island Easter Rally at Ashburton in their 
1955 Austin A30, they aren’t quite sure how 
they achieved this. Ray White is working 
on a 1951 Bristol 401. Larraine Crowther 
has brought a 1972 Hillman Hunter

Vintage: Neil Bieleski is doing the dyna 
start on his 1926 6cv Renault and the 
woodwork is in the hands of John Stringer. 
Rodger and Val Ball won Waikato’s Double 
Fifty Rally in their 1930 Model A Ford.

General: May clubnight saw a very 
interesting demonstration of Ted Spain’s 
hydrogen power kits, Ted has installed one 
of these in his ‘34 Ford V8 sedan. The 
hydrogen is piped directly into the intake 
manifold and acts as a fuel supplement Ted 
claims increased economy and smoother 
running. Fitting large hydrogen only systems 
would require high output alternators and 
maybe removal of the fuel tank to accom-
modate the hydrogen producer.

Service awards: Ivan Maich, twenty-five 
years. Brian Sole thirty-five years.

Politics: The following members are 
new to our committee, Paul Muir and Sue 
Jones. Chris Clark is back on after a year’s 
rest. The following trophies were presented 
at our AGM. Rally points: Rodger and 
Val Ball and Merv and Judy Stowers first 
equal. Motorcycle points: Michael O’Kane. 
Hurlingham trophy: Brian Hosking. 
Pride of ownership: Cedric and Gayle 
Pegrum. Husband and wife: Norm and Pat 
Dewhurst.

Bay of Plenty   Ron Elton
Each month our Branch has a well 

organised Mid Week run, and for a while 
has been organised by Sue Weld or Ray 
Singleton. In May we met at the Wairoa 
Bridge Area, then travelled to Waihi on 
SH 2 to view a 1920 Stanley Steamer car. 
This is a most unusual car, and it was well 
photographed for our Club archives. In June 
the Mid Week run took us to Te Aroha to 
a very large collection of Ford cars, trucks 
and tractors, not to mention the animals 
and birds that took the fancy of many.

idle

Auckland Branch AGM. Left to right: Peter 
Crowther, Chairman and the two recipients of long 
service badges, Ivan Maich and Brian Sole.
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a further 30 vehicles ‘waved our flag’ at 
Ferrymead’s Easter event. Our 2009 AGM 
was supported by a filled list of nomina-
tions, allowing a rare committee adoption 
without need of election. Chairman John 
Bartlett was returned and main office 
bearers remain unchanged. Reports, a 
remit and general business included an 
ongoing healthy financial situation thanks 
to a nicely profitable 2008 Swapmeet. 
Branch financial membership was reported 
as slightly down at April 30. The 1180, 
including joint members, has since lifted 
thanks to some late payments and the 
increase in new and transferring members.

The enthusiastic working bee’s makeover 
of the barbecue area is progressing nicely 
with new concrete poured in readiness to 
receive the new pergola shaded seating 
units; this will greatly enhance that 
pleasant picnic area when completed.

Early snow greeted the experimental 
two-day Autumn Run on its second 
morning, which added a fairy-tale scene 
for the Hanmer Hot Pools morning dip. 
Entrants’ first day run had ambled there 
in fine conditions via the Waipara Gorge 
with Montrose Homestead the lunch stop. 
A locally served dinner preceded a sociable 
evening at our Hanmer accommodation. 
The innovative two days Autumn Run 
replacing the usual single day was well 
supported and much enjoyed by members.

Finally the competitive P group Rally 
won the support of 80 entrants partly due 
to a switch from Saturday to a Sunday 
programme. Mark Morrison, Alan Kelly, 
Barry Townshend and Len Syme took out 
the major car trophies while Peter Barnett 
was best-performed motorcyclist.

Central Otago   Alan Sutton
Garth Hogan has his Lincoln Zephyr V12 

Coupe apart for a full rebuild, a special one 
for him as it was his late father’s favourite 
too. Waiting in the wings is his recently 
imported V12 Lincoln K Brunn convert-
ible sedan. Robert Duncan continues to 
make meteoric progress on his enormous 
but beautiful Veteran Twin Six Packard 
of 1918 Vintage, the imposing landaulet 
body is now installed on the running 
chassis, with guards and fittings being set 
up prior to painting. We are waiting for the 
first crank-up invitation; it will be a great 
moment.

George Page continues to make steady 
progress on his 1916 Hupmobile, current 
task is rebuilding the wheels in American 
oak. Over in Alexandra, Barry Walker has 
heard his ’29 V8 Oakland running for the 
first time after a mammoth trans-tasman 
search for motor parts.

Roddy Maxwell has added a ’34 Chev 
roadster (ex-Aussie) to his collection, which 
will be his next project after his current 
coupe of the same Vintage is completed.

Alf O’Sullivan has his Hupmobile 8 
ready to roll after a new rear axle transplant 
to match the power of a fresh new motor.

Murray Pryde and new chairman, Alon 
Mayhew now both have their Model T 
Fords running sweetly after respective 
trouble shooting sessions. Lesson: always 
check the spark plugs first!

We are pleased to welcome new members 
Bob Perriam who brings a superb 1930 
Chrysler CJ roadster to our midst, and also 
a youthful 19 year old Nic Mayhew who 
has recently purchased an immaculate low 
mileage 1979 Honda Accord, 

Visiting VCC members are always 
welcome to view our clubrooms and 

extensive parts store at Cromwell, we will 
probably have what you want in stock!

Eastern Bay of Plenty   Joy Growden 
On 4th April we had a visit by the 

Chrysler Club in which 18 Chargers, Pacers 
and a new American Dodge thundered 
along the driveway, quite different from 
our Vintage roar, for a tour of the Museum 
before heading into Whakatane.

We had a small turn out for our April run 
as several people were still away following 
their excursions over the Easter holiday 
period. We had a short run through a new 
subdivision just out of town then out to the 
Museum for a VIC workshop and BBQ tea. 
Hopefully this will see a few more of our 
vehicles VIC’d.

The May run was held on Sunday 24th 
which unfortunately turned out to be a 
bleak cold day as John had planned a good 
scenic trip along Braemar and round the 
back of Lake Rotorua. Eighteen people 
braved the weather. Our lunch stop was at 
Garry and Liz’s bach, which was very cosy 
and entertaining, and as they had only 
arrived back in the country the day before 
from Japan, some of the stories they had to 
tell were great.

We had our AGM the end of May, it was 
very disappointing to see just the normal 
few attending. We have a new Chairperson, 
Dale Watchorn.

Far North   Dave Duirs
A well-attended AGM had all positions 

well catered for which bodes well for 
another good year ahead. We are grateful 
for the time given by our office bearers and 
encourage others to step in when the time 
comes.

The Wallace’s Mothers Day Run had 53 
people gather at Whangaroa harbour on a 
beautiful day. The group toured to Wainui, 

Canterbury: Sole entrants into Canterbury Branch 2009 Restoration of the Year. Left: Mitchell owned by Ian Mitchell. Right: 1914 Wolseley landaulet owned by 
Errol Smith. Both cars were on display at the July noggin.
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Te Ngaere and Matauri stopping at the 
new cafe and golf driving range on SH10 
north of Waipapa, which enabled most of 
us to show our lack of driving (golf) skills. 
The Mackays and Ruth Reid managed to 
show us the way to navigate and answer 
all manner of questions followed by the 
Sharps. 

A mid week outing relaxed for lunch at 
the Waterfront Cafe in Mangonui where, 
no doubt, the controversial new reclama-
tion complete with “temporary” safety fence 
would have been well debated. 

The End of Registration/Malloy Trophy 
run expertly organised by the Mackays all 
the way from Auckland had a small muster 
(no doubt influenced by Jim’s forecast which 
again did not ring true), which motored 
on good gravel roads through Back River, 
Fairburns and Fisher Riley and Kaingaroa 
before the rain started. At the clubrooms a 
pot luck mid-winter dinner was enjoyed by 
a vocal bunch. The Cormacks were victors 
with Vince Mason and George Coulson 
teaming up as runners up. 

There seem to be quite a few resto-
rations in progress with one supposedly 
retired engineer now finding himself quite 
busy as adviser-cum-chief club restorer. It 
would seem that Rally 2012 might well be 
the reason for some of this activity. 

Gisborne   Rodney Clague
Our April run organised by Roger Honey 

took us to Nick’s Head Station to check 
out the wetlands project being undertaken 
there. So far some 300,000 native species 
have been planted, and as the area was 
once tidal a dam has been formed to keep 
out the seawater. Two ponds, which were 
being well used on the day, have been 
created for sea birds. An area for nesting 
birds has also been created. A very inter-
esting afternoon.

May saw our annual Chairman’s run 
which took entrants to Gray’s Bush and on 
to Waihirere Domain before doing a loop 
around a few country roads to end up at the 
East Coast Museum of Technology where 
the local Model Railway Group have set up 
in one of the buildings. An interesting hour 
or so was spent watching the three tracks, 
each of a different gauge, running with a 
variety of locomotives and carriages and 
freight wagons. Oh to be a boy again!

More than 20 vehicles from our branch 
were displayed at a fund-raising motor show 
for the Riding Club for the Disabled at 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend. This was one 
of the best displays we have had in a long 
time.

Our Annual General Meeting was 
held in June, with the election of officers 
returning everyone on the committee 

except for the role of Club Captain, which 
has been taken over by Dick Neill.

Gore   Raewyn Dodds
Our Annual Dinner and Prizegiving 

was a far more enticing night than our 
AGM going by the number who attended. 
Almost double! But thankfully all positions 
are covered for another year. An enthusi-
astic team fronted up for a Club Captain’s 
meeting just a week after the AGM. An 
interesting calendar of runs has been 
planned with the load shared around the 
group. It will now be up to the members 
to support all that background work that 
has to go in to making each club outing 
enjoyable.

Our Opening Run will be on 13 
September, followed on 4 October by our 
Spring Run. We have also been invited to 
join our neighbouring branches for Labour 
weekend on a Combined Rally, hosted by 
Central Otago, to Glenorchy. This tradition 
was first started in 2000 to mark the new 
millennium and has been run every three 
years since. 

November is another busy month with 
an Open Day at our Clubrooms on 1 
November; the P60 Run on the 8th and our 
tarsealed hillclimb is on the 21st. It is to 
be on Saturday this year as the Southland 
VCC gravel hillclimb will use the Sunday 
so their members are available to attend 
another ‘historical’ function being held 
in Invercargill on the Saturday. Stewart 
Quertier and Alex McLennan are running 
this event again and are already taking 
enquiries. The big reminder this year is that 
every car must have a logbook to be eligible, 
along with all previous safety requirements 
and appropriate licenses.

At the moment lots of members are 
titivating and tidying car, motors, and other 
such projects that they obviously do not 
have time for during the season. Hopefully 
winter will be just long enough to finish 
all those jobs before we start motoring off 
on the new season of interesting runs with 
fresh venues. 

Hawke’s Bay   Richard Anderson 
Much to the delight of those taking the 

effort to organise them, attendance levels 
for all branch events continue to be high, 
with turnouts for midweek runs numbering 
in the mid teens and monthly runs being 
hugely supported. 30 plus vehicles partici-
pated in the Lady Drivers run ably organised 
by Jane Hodgkinson and David Mackersey 
and the night trial put on by the central 
Hawke’s Bay team attracted thirty entrants. 
Our VIC morning held in May resulted in 
a further 14 vehicles being processed and 
documented. 

An enthusiastic team of volunteers 
is currently undertaking the huge task 
of cataloguing and loading the branch’s 
library onto our new computer program. 
Once completed, not only will this help 
manage this important asset, but also will 
provide an excellent searchable database for 
members and their restoration projects. 

The branch’s AGM was held early June 
with restoration awards going to Roger 
and Carolyn Anderson for their Vintage 
Model A “Blindback” and also their 1956 
Ford F100 commercial. Ian James, who 
hasn’t missed an event all year, took Best 
Attendance at Branch Events. There was 
also a joint presentation to Bruce Poole 
and Rod McKenzie of Waipukurau for the 
person(s) outside committee doing the most 
for the branch. 

For the new season we see some 
committee changes with Roger and Carolyn 
Anderson standing down, their places being 
filled by Bruce McKechnie and Steve Trott. 
Barry Ansell has taken on the mantle of 
librarian and Esther Smith takes up the 
task of Beaded Wheels scribe, so this will be 
my last column.

A big year is planned for the branch 
culminating in November 14/15 with the 
branch’s 50th jubilee festivities. We are 
keen to get as many past members along to 
this weekend as possible, so if you are one, 
or know of one, we would love to see you.  

Horowhenua   Peter Nightingale
With a cold winter so far in the shed is 

the place to be. 
Michael and Lorraine Gaffaney’s 1925 

Hupmobile roadster, purchased from the 
Washbourne family and stored since 1972, 
is undergoing some remedial mechanical 
work and is near WOF stage. Emphasis is 
to get it on the road. If there is any infor-
mation on this model out there Michael’s 
phone is 04 905 2402 and he would love to 
hear from you. 

As is well known in “T” circles, Ian 
Bonney has had another birthday. He and 
Nola say they are slowing down and he has 
stopped most of his coil rewinding. However 
he has been very happy to pass on some of 
his vast knowledge and has kindly taken 
Andrew Heffey under his wing. Andrew 
has now successfully wound up some model 
T coils that have passed Ian’s inspection. 
Many hours have gone into this with first 
making tools for the job and then the final 
winding. 

The branch award, the Tilson Trophy, 
was presented to Graeme McKenzie for the 
outstanding work he did in organising and 
overseeing the National Motorcycle Rally 
held earlier this year. This award is for a 
member or group of members who have 
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contributed in an outstanding way to the 
branch through the year. 

Work has started on the erection of our 
windmill. It has been re restored and painted 
after leaving the site at the old club rooms, 
photo shows visitor John Tremain Gore up 
early and assisting with the concreting Ivan 
horn on the trowel and Tom Hayes looking 
on at the back. Note the frost! 

Mike Khull continues work on the 
wooden body of my Model T. Jeff Fox has 
a big wood job on a very large Packard 
purchased from the USA by a Wellington 
member. 

King Country   Norma Dougherty
In November, six members from our 

branch in a variety of vehicles, travelled 
south to Makatote Viaduct to attend 
the celebrations of the laying of the last 
spike of the Main Trunk Railway. Locals 
driving some very old vehicles owned in the 
Waimarino district joined them.

Steve and Fiona Maunder attended the 
annual Around the Lake Taupo Rally in 
February and gained a second place in the 
commercial section.

Ian and I attended the National Vintage 
Motorcycle Rally in Levin organised by the 
Horowhenua VCC in March. There was 
a timed run with bikes of various classes 
competing for a wide variety of trophies. 
The organiser refused to display a sample 
of a silent check and over half the entry 
of over 150 missed the obscure signs. On 
Sunday we travelled to Shannon to be part 
of a display for their annual show and shine 
event. We were awarded prize of the combi-
nation clock for first place in the sidecar 
section. 

On the Monday we started the week 
long motorcycle tour of the district and 
visited various places of interests. However 
the instructions were often not very clear 
and many participants became lost. 

Last month we made a return trip to 
Waimiha and travelled up the isolated 
Kokomiko Road but turned back where 
road conditions became bad, stopping for 
afternoon tea in an old logging skid where 
we were joined by a local identity before 
returning home.

 We also hosted the North Island Club 
Captain’s tour group for a meal at the 
clubrooms in early March after they had 
travelled from Taupo via Pureora, visiting 
the marker to show the geographical centre 
of the North Island. 

Manawatu   Brian McPherson
Unfortunately I missed this year’s PV 

Rally but 38 other VCC members met at 
the Pahiatua Railway Station for morning 
tea before they travelled northeast towards 
Makuri, across the Puketoi Ranges and 
then along Waihi Valley Road to Waitahora 
where lunch was enjoyed in the shelter of 
the Waewaepa Station shearer’s quarters. 
In the afternoon the cars headed via 
Dannevirke, Oringi and Top Grass Road 
to cross the Ruahines on Saddle Road and 
back to our clubrooms. Graham and Glenda 
from Hawke’s Bay were the overall winners.

Recently I have been clearing out my 
shed ready for the next project and donated 
a handy mobile bench to the Parts Shed. A 
keen member purchased it before it got in 
the part shed door! 

Twenty-three keen crews gathered 
together at our clubrooms on a cool evening 
for the Brass Monkey Rally briefing last 
weekend. The cars headed at regular 
intervals through Ashhurst and Aokautere 
to Massey, where a trick question confused 
many people. Their instructions then took 
them to the Shannon area and Whirikino 
before reaching the Foxton Boat Club 
for lunch. The after lunch run included 
Himatangi, Rongotea, Awahuri roads and 
back to the clubrooms for supper and prize 

sharing between Alistair Howards, Don 
Dennies and Peter Noaro. The hard luck 
award was unclaimed! The shortest official 
route was 140 miles but some entrants 
needed to top up in Fielding before the end 
of the rally. 

Marlborough   John White
A few milestones have been achieved 

with this branch since my last communica-
tion, the most important being the gaining 
of permission from the council to extend 
and improve our clubrooms. The other is 
to extend our garaging to enable us to put 
on display more cars and motorcycles. Our 
AGM was concluded quite satisfactorily 
except that we did not have any volunteers 
to take over from our previous hard working 
secretary Dinah Turner. Our branch Events 
Trophy Challenge held on our grounds and 
ably organised and run by Les Broughton 
was a success. Tony and Lorraine Pyne 
organised our annual Night Trial; another 
branch success. Our motorcycle section have 
had quite good turnouts, I note 26 attended 
lunch at one gathering and they have some 
interesting runs in hand including a visit 
to Ron Hebberd’s collection in Seddon. 
A very interesting garage raid was held 
at the end of May. The first visit was to a 
collection including Graham-Paige, Ford T 
truck, Ford A pickup under restoration, an 
early Ariel and ex-army Indian motorcycles 
and a couple of Chevs. Next call was to 
a foundry I suspect run more as a hobby. 
The owner Dudley King gave us a great 
talk explaining all about foundry work and 
including a demonstration of how it was 
done. We then adjourned to a BBQ lunch 
at Rose and Earl Prestons residence where 
we viewed progress on their Veteran Swift 
that is starting to look the part at last. Our 
next call was to the Marlborough Lines’ old 
diesel generating power station that for me 
was particularly interesting because one 
of the two very large diesel power plants, 
a Paxman coupled to an English Electric 
generator was indented by the company I 
worked for pre- and post-war. At wars end 
the company arranged for me to spend a 
week at the Paxman works in Colchester 

Horowhenua Branch: Left: Andrew Heffy under instruction from Ian Bonny. 
Right Ivan Horn, Tom Hayes and John Tremaine (Gore Branch visitors)

Marlborough: These pics were taken by our branch newsletter editor, Diana Dyer and are sent with her 
permission. They relate to the Brook V twin Cycle Car referred to in my report. 
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UK before returning home from Italy. Sadly 
on return to New Zealand I discovered we 
had lost the agency.

Nelson   June Campbell 
John Stickney with his 1952 Sunbeam 

Talbot 90 won the John White Trophy for 
the Restoration of the Year. John White 
(now Marlborough Branch) traveled over 
from Blenheim for the day and presented 
the trophy to the winner. 

Mothers’ Day on 17 May saw a good 
contingent take part in the Ladies Rally; 
approx 70 miles through the Waimea Plains 
and back to Nelson, a great way to spend a 
lovely autumn day. The winner was Gloria 
Pegg driving a Jowett Javelin. 

The AGM attracted a reasonable attend-
ance and Gordon Taylor continues on as 
Branch Chairman, Jim Wareing has vacated 
the Secretary’s chair after three years toil 
and we now have John Miller and Jill 
Crossley sharing the job. There are several 
new members on Committee this year and 
we appreciate their participation. 

The Branch now has two Austins back 
on the road with the brothers McDowell. 
Lou has taken possession of a 1927 12/4 
Austin Clifton (ex Don Bothwell, Motueka) 
and Tim’s 1938 Austin Big 7 restoration is 
now complete and the vehicle has recently 
been seen on the roads to Kaiteriteri and 
Reefton. 

The West Coast Branch held its first 
Sporting Trial at Reefton on 14th June. 
In true West Coast fashion, they supplied 
plenty of mud for the event, both under the 
wheels and flying in the air. A small group 
of us went down to Reefton as observers 
and it was a day of great entertainment 
watching what they do with these vehicles. 
Winners from the Nelson Branch were Bob 
Thompson with Des Plummer bouncing in 
the back seat - 1st place in the Short Wheel 
Base section and 3rd place on Final Score 
points and Gordon Dacombe wearing top 
hat, with son Glen providing ballast, 2nd 
in Trials. Richard Topliss, accompanied by 
brother David, gained 4th place on Final 
Score points in his first sporting trial. 

Northland   Terry Lambess
May 3. The day started at 11.30am with 

a Pot Lunch the AGM to follow at 1pm 
and it went well nice to see some new faces 
on the committee, this may see some new 
ideas. After all the positions were filled 
it was off to the Mystery look-in which 
turned out to be a visit to Packard Heaven; 
we have never seen so many Packards in 
one place and yes there was an amazing 
collection of the most other makes, Austin 
Sheerline, Chrysler Airflow, Studebaker 
Champion, Triumph Mayflower – you name 
it, it was there. There are over 50 Packards 
alone. The motorcycle members mounted 
the stairs to enter Motorcycle Heaven. Over 
60 bikes with by far the largest collection 
of Velocettes we had ever seen. They even 
have the rare Velocette Valiant (looks like a 
miniature BMW)) — 200cc and air-cooled. 
An International Norton, Indians, Harley-
Davidson, Coventry-Eagle, Ariels, BSA, 
Royal-Enfields, just to mention a few we 
even saw a Chinese copy of a BMW and 
sidecar. This display is a must for motorcy-
clists but you must make an appointment 
to view as a group. We then visited the 
next building full of even more vehicles, a 
GMC in full American army insignia, even 
more cars, fire engines and bulldozers — far 
to many to list here. It was a fascinating 
afternoon back in time for all of us.

North Otago   John and Judith Miller
After being cancelled because of rain and 

the possibility of flooding, North Otago’s 
All British Day was held on May 9th on a 
fine cool day with 45 entries. Participants 
enjoyed some excellent motoring and 
scenery over our quiet roads with little 
traffic. 

North Otago were hosts to our neigh-
bouring branches of South Canterbury, 
Waimate, and Ashburton to the annual 
Garage Visits. 85 people turned up for 
lunch in our clubrooms. Garages visited 
were; Ralph Weir’s where his motorcycle 
collection and vehicles were on display. 
Chev and International pick-ups under 
restoration and Chevs were viewed. Next 
stop was Neil Paisley’s collection of GMC 
wartime trucks painted in army colours, 

Ford and Willys jeeps and motorcycles in 
army livery, both British and American. 
Stored also were field guns, search lights 
and generators, all functional. Neil also 
has a collection of Fordsons that evoked 
many nostalgic comments. After lunch it 
was off to Gordon McKay’s collection of 
his and other members’ Ford V8s – coupes 
and sedans from 1934 to 1952. Gordon has 
a very high standard of restoration and is 
most knowledgeable regarding Ford V8s. 
The final visit was to the South Island Club 
Captain’s home at Kakanui, where John 
Chynoweth has been very busy acquiring 
and restoring early Buicks from bundles of 
parts. They include: 1918, 1925 and 1927 
models, and a 1937 Buick 8. As well he 
has restored Singers and Humbers. John 
has enough bits for two Summit cars, an 
Australian car of which about 700 in total 
were made. Assembled from American 
parts, and featuring an unusual suspension 
system, fewer than five cars are left in the 
world.

Our next event is the AutoSpectacular 
in Dunedin and we hope for good weather 
that weekend so that access to the city is 
easier than last year. 

North Shore   Ray Urbahn
Our calendar event for April was 

the annual Northern Raid planned and 
organised by Peter and Heather Lloyd. 
A relaxed run over lovely countryside 
with visits to Shelley Beach and McNut 
macadamia farm to learn about nut produc-
tion before returning to the finish at our 
Clubrooms for dinner and Prize-giving.

Congratulations to Paul and Cathy 
Collins first North Shore and first overall 
winners with a perfect” no points lost” score 
which will entitle them to plot next year’s 
event if they wish. It was a pleasure to 
host National President Greg Terrill and 
his wife Gaynor and also Auckland branch 
Chairman Peter Crowther and his wife 
Lorraine. Interestingly most entrants chose 
the touring option on this run, even though 
the first placed entrant no longer has to plot 
the next rally (unless they wish to). Perhaps 
the time has come to change the format of 

Northland: 1958 Packard. 1950s Studebaker among the lineup. The bike we all wanted, the International Norton.  
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this annual event to one more popular with 
our membership.

The two projects in the restoration shed, 
namely the Dennis bus and the Bedford fire 
truck are continuing steadily by a band of 
dedicated workers meeting every Thursday 
morning. 

Congratulations must also go to Val 
and Neville Gregory who are making 
outstanding progress in cataloguing the 
hundreds of manuals, service repair books 
and handbooks in our library.  

Otago   Arthur Bennett
On a cold day in May and through 

a cloudburst of hail we set off from the 
clubrooms on our annual PV-PWV run 
to Middlemarch. This run also included 
vehicles entered in the Restoration Run. 
To put it plainly there was a nip in the air 
with snow to low levels on the surrounding 
mountains. The winner of the Post Vintage 
was Bill and Sue Partel in their 1938 
Chevrolet Master Deluxe sedan and the 
winner of the PWV was Leith Nelson in 
his Mk 7 Jaguar.

The parts department was partially able 
to satisfy a customer from Motueka who is 
hunting for a bonnet for a 1946-48 Austin 
16-4. More parts could go to good homes if 
we had the manpower to sort and stack.

For attendance at our AGM this year at 
the clubrooms, we tried a Pot Luck Lunch 
prior to the start. There was plenty of 
good tucker for a large crowd, certainly 
worth doing again next year. A change 
of Chairman with Kevin Fowler stepping 
down and Graham Duthie taking the reins, 
we wish him well. All positions were filled.

The winner of the Motorcycle 
Restoration of the Year was Bruce Murray 
with his impeccable 1942 BSA M20 that 
the late Gerald Lynch-Bloss had started 
restoring. Angus and Lorna Ireland with 
their 1936 Austin Clifton Open Road won 
the car section. Murray Randle with his 
1972 Vauxhall FE Ventora won a merit 
award. Hard Luck Trophy for motorcycles 

went to Ross Matthews and his Francis 
Barnett, Ross commenting he was lucky, 
as Bill Veitch seemed to be the ambulance 
who always arrived in time to get him going 
again.

Rotorua   Redcat
To me, this is like a new MP’s maiden 

speech; this column having been ably 
contributed for the last goodness knows 
how many years by Doug Green. I hope I 
can continue in similar vein.

Over the past few months our Branch 
has been busy preparing for our Annual 
Swap Meet, The Sulphur City Rally and 
also next year’s NI Easter Rally. There is 
a good core of about 40 members that are 
either participants or helpers or both and in 
addition we are receiving new applications 
for membership every month. We currently 
have strong support for our monthly runs 
and also for the mid week tours. 

Our AGM went off well with Mel 
Cooper being elected as Chairman and all 
other positions either being filled by the 
existing office bearers or with new faces.

Seven crews and cars from here 
entered the Waikato Double 50. Always a 
challenging rally but we came away with 
two first place prizes and also the first entry 
prize. Thanks Waikato, you were lucky 
with the weather! Interestingly the first 
three places in the P60v class were MGBs. 
Are these the modern version of the Model 
A that we used to see so many of? First 
Commercial was Phil and Gai Menzies and 
first PV60 was Andy and Mary Watson

This year we decided to hold our prize 
giving dinner at the Kingsgate Hotel rather 
than our clubrooms, partly to give our 
social committee a rest and also to see what 
the service was like as this hotel is where 
the Easter Rally will be based next year. 
Fifty of us sat down for an excellent buffet 
dinner followed by the usual presentation 
of trophies and prizes by our Patron and 
Patroness Bob and Jackie Mowbray

South Canterbury   Bill Weir
2009 Mystery Ramble

Russell and Joan Paul again organised 
a very enjoyable day starting off from the 
Accessman yard on Hilton highway where 
Russell couldn’t help playing with one of 
the lift cages to do the briefing from. The 
venue was a surprise – the South Island 
Organ Company at Washdyke where 
John Hargreaves, the manager, gave us a 
fascinating insight into the little-known 
profession of pipe organ manufacture and 
rebuilding. The current focus is on rebuilding 
classic organs from some of the cathedrals 
and concert halls throughout Australasia. 
The emphasis is now on rebuilding these 
priceless heritage pieces rather than, as in 
the past, fitting new componentry. It was 
difficult to move on from this visit, as there 
was so much of interest in the various 
facets of this business. John likened his 
business to our restoration of Vintage cars, 
but after being shown the complexities of 

Otago: Angus Ireland Restoration Cup 
Car of the year.

Bruce Murray receiving Dalton Cup from Graham Dalton Motorcycle 
Restoration.

Ross Mathews Hard Luck Trophy

Pipe Organ Restoration  
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organ rebuilding we should never complain 
again about the difficulties we encounter 
when working on Vintage restorations.

After leaving Washdyke the route took 
us out through Claremont and onto Taiko 
where the venue was Kinnoull, the home of 
several generations of the Jamieson family. 
The homestead is set in beautiful grounds 
surrounded by lofty English trees.

The annual Swap Meet on 4 April was 
as usual a great success and most of the 
stallholders seemed to be happy with the 
day. Saturday 25 April, The All American 
Weekend saw 70 cars line up to go on a 
cruise around the outskirts of Timaru and 
back to the clubrooms for sausage sizzle 
and a get together. 170 cars were displayed 
on Sunday at Caroline Bay and the public 
also enjoyed the day. We are getting a lot 
of cars coming from Christchurch and one 
car came from Invercargill. All had a great 
weekend.

Southland   Paul Rodmell
We are looking forward to the unusual 

“World’s Southern-most Moped/Clip-on 
Rally” on Stewart Island in October. There 
are only 14 km of roads on this beautiful 
island around Oban and riders will traverse 
most of them. This should be heaps of fun.

There was an ordinary moped run 
mid-June on a beautiful sunny day. Twenty 
five entrants from Queenstown, Balfour, 
Balclutha, Gore, Winton, as well as 
Invercargill, toured the Velodrome, viewed 
a classic collection, had a pub lunch and 
ended up back at the clubrooms after some 
riders emulated Burt Munro on the beach, 
but not at Burt’s speed!

Only five motorcyclists braved the cold 
and wet Saturday Waimea motorcycle run, 
but another entrant was picked up in Gore. 
A warm lunch at the Balfour pub helped 
the riders.

The “geriatric” runs continue with 
a consistent following. On the May run, 
some residents from a local retirement 
village came on the run, and obviously 
enjoyed themselves. They visited an inter-
esting engineering firm at Browns that 
most hadn’t even known about. Quite a 
lot was purchased in their shop. In June 
the run visited Allan Brookland’s extensive 
and very interesting collection of motoring 
memorabilia. There was something there for 
everyone.

A good turnout of cars on the PW/
P60V rally pleased the organisers. This run 
travelled via a roundabout run to Edendale 

before going back to the Clubrooms for Pea, 
Pie and Pud. The overall winner was Jim 
Bright in a 1958 Morris Minor. 

South Otago   Glenice Smith
Once again thanks to John and Jan Cook 

for organising another great Night Trial. 
We left the clubrooms travelling along the 
Owaka Highway turning at Telford towards 
Kaka Point along to Wilsher Bay. Here we 
turned onto the newly sealed road through 
to the Owaka Highway, where we met 
some members coming from the opposite 
direction which was a surprise. As the night 
was foggy in some parts it was difficult to 
answer some of the questions but it made 
the drive interesting, but we all made it 
back to the clubrooms where Wilma and Ian 
McDonald and navigator Robin Benington 
were announced the winners. Thanks to 
everyone who came along. Some of our 
members attended the Southland Moped 
Rally on the same day as our Night Trial 
and Ian McDonald reported that it was a 
great day’s outing. 

Our sympathies go to Olive Andrews and 
family on the death of Don. We enjoyed 
many outings with Olive and Don in their 
Ford Galaxy. 

A reminder about the weekender next 
year: to book your accommodation, details 
in newsletter. 

Taupo   Jack Hindess
At our April clubnight we had Trevor 

Terry speaking to us on gliding and some 
of the activities the gliding club undertakes. 
Trevor is one of the top instructors and his 
own passion is cross-country gliding. He 
gave us an insight into what that entails.

South Canterbury: View of cars at Caroline Bay on All American Display day. Cars parked at Kinnoull.

Cars lined up before going on the cruise, All American Day 

An unusual car for sale. A view of the swap meet
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The April club run was our annual run 
for the Blind Foundation which is always 
a mix of ancient and modern cars, as it 
sometimes taxes our resources to accom-
modate the number that turn up. This year 
there were 26 foundation members with 
their helpers. 

Our 42nd AGM in May did not produce 
any surprises although we had a few minor 
changes in the club executive. We have a 
committee of five and the executive officers 
are: Chairman, Norman Pointon; Secretary, 
Lynne Sutherland; Club Captain, Marty 
Sutherland; Treasurer, Rex Tindall. A short 
section of straight-line navigation is not 
unusual when competing for the Navigators 
Trophy, but this year we had six kilometres 
of it! The run took us around the rural 
environs of Taupo taking in the autumn 
colours, which have been quite good this 
year, as well as being a little earlier than 
usual. The winners were Rex and Trixie 
Tindall.

Our speaker at the June clubnight was 
manufacturing goldsmith William Drew. 
He brought along some of his work with 
him and we all admired the craftsman-
ship. Most of the pieces were made using 
the lost wax process in much the same way 
as replacement parts are often fabricated 
for our own vehicles. We all learnt a little 
about the portion of gold contained within 
various alloys. 

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
Since our AGM we have a new branch 

Chairman. John Muter who has been a 
member of our branch for over forty years 
has taken on this role. John has served as 
Club Captain and has a vast knowledge 
of the motoring world and will bring his 
experience to help in the smooth running 
of our branch. One of the many things John 
and the new committee will be working 
on is the 2011 Easter Rally; the year the 
branch celebrates its 50th anniversary.

Two new committee members are Mike 
Williams and Merv Barras. The Secretary 
in her second year is Helena Moore.

Taranaki branch members with six cars 
attended the Wanganui annual Queen’s 
Birthday Rally with Des and Phyllis 
Cornwall winning their class in their 1958 
Jaguar, Madeline Potter won her class in a 
1961 Morris Minor with Robin and Sylvia 
Voss coming third in their class in a 1967 
Hillman Hunter.

A midweek run took members 
to Okaiawa where a visit was made to 
Stephen Chubb cabinetmaker and we were 
surprised to learn that he specialised in 
making coffins with wood graining done 
with a vacuum laminated machine. He also 
demonstrated how he does soda blasting 

which removes oil, paint and grease without 
damaging the surface it is on. This was a 
great way to remove paint from any car 
panels and would be excellent for any body 
restoring a vehicle to consider.

Remember to visit our clubrooms if you 
visit Taranaki our parts shed is over flowing 
with parts with members and the public 
donating parts on a regular basis. That part 
that you may be looking for could be in our 
shed so an inspection is recommended. 

Waikato   Jeremy Brook
Waikato held its annual Double 50 Rally 

on Sunday 31 May. This year’s event was 
organised by Joe and Lorraine Bruntlett. 
These events are very weather dependant 
and the Sunday turned out to be a beauti-
fully clear and sunny but cold day allowing 
some veteran and Vintage machines to be 
run without hoods. A heavy rain storm 
at the end of the day forced most of those 
drivers to put their hoods up except for 
those drivers who are keen enough to run 
open vehicles, eg the Alldays and Onion.

The annual night rally took place on 20 
June 2009 being nearly the longest night of 
the year and again being cold (very cold) 
but clear. My Morris 8 ran well and as the 
testing mechanic at the last warrant of 
fitness test had required the car headlights 
to be modified from their settings of the last 
70 years we actually had a very good view 
of the road for a change. Unfortunately 
the other motor vehicles coming the other 
way didn’t share this enthusiasm and 
kept dipping their lights that just shows 
you how powerful a Lucas 6 volt system 
can be – but I digress. The evening was 
organised by the Rainsfords and the Storeys 
and had the theme of the ‘Naughty worn 
torn 40s’, which was probably a printing 
error and meant to be the ‘War torn 40s’. 
The organisers were dressed up in military 
style crossed with Provincial French Café 
look. The run took in the Kairangi Hill 
climb route and so was familiar to some 
branch members. The evening went well 
with various secretive manned checkpoints 
monitoring progress and requiring drivers to 
both demonstrate their impressive turning 
circles on their cars as well as their estimate 
of how far 50 metres was on the road. 
About 30 people attended the evening and 
all of them managed to return safely to a 
supper at the clubrooms. A well-organised 
event enjoyed by those who participated. 

At the AGM, Chairman Les Webster 
stood down after three years of service and 
the branch elected Graham Pate as the new 
chairman. New committee members are: 
Paul Fussey as Club Captain, Jenny Paton 
as Social Convener and Snow van den 
Broek as Editor. Thanks also to the retiring 

Editor, Don Norman, who has put a lot of 
effort into the magazine over the last few 
years and produced an entertaining and 
interesting branch magazine. 

Wairarapa   Rosemarie Hickland
With winter upon us, Myrna Lane and 

Evelyn Chisholm have recommenced the 
Games Afternoons, held at the clubrooms 
on the first and third Thursday after-
noons commencing at 1.30pm. A plate for 
afternoon tea is the only entry requisite 
and everyone is welcome – bring a friend – 
a great fun way to spend a cold afternoon! 
All sorts of games available and if you don’t 
know how to play a game – someone will 
soon teach you!

The Rex Porter Memorial Rally was 
well attended with around 40 vehicles 
participating. Congratulations to Overall 
Winners, Mike and Jane Curry (1914 
Humber) and all other prizewinners. Well 
done to the organisers for plotting a very 
challenging, successful and enjoyable rally. 

Quite a few of our members attended 
the North Island National Easter Rally 
and although our Branch did not win any 
prizes, everyone had a great time exploring 
the Hawke’s Bay region. Congratulations to 
the organizers for putting on a great rally. 

Waitemata   Di Humphreys
A smaller team than in previous years 

ventured over a blocked harbour bridge in 
the pouring rain, mostly in moderns, on 
Mothers Day, to arrive at Ryders, Avondale 
for our annual winter Drive, Dine and 
Movie. Once in the dining room, with a 
coal-range cooking our roast dinner, we did 
not remain cold and wet for very long!

The movie, supplied from the vast 
Goldingham video library, “Those Daring 
Young Men in their Jaunty Jalopies” was 
fun...set in the late 1920s with a cast 
including Peter Cook, Dudley Moore, and 
Tony Curtis. The film was about different 
teams from different countries trying to win 
the Monte Carlo Rally. We of course were 
right behind the madcap Italian Lancia 
team while the Goldinghams were cheering 
for the Brits Lea Francis team and I’m sure 
all the other chaps were cheering on which 
ever team it was who had the lovely young 
Susan Hampshire as navigator!

A totally good night.
Our AGM, held on Clubnight 4 June 

started early with our usual free meal ably 
organised by John Gairdner. This does pull 
a few members out of the woodwork but 
does not necessarily assist in getting more 
members on to the committee. But, we 
do have a Club Captain this year, Ian 
Goldingham and Jacqui Goldingham is our 
new Chair. Congratulations. 

y 
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The event we are all waiting for, and 
getting our cars prepared for, is our Annual 
R’OilCan Rally. This will be held late July 
and surely all this recent bad weather will 
be over by then? We are the ‘hairy-chested 
lot’ and we can cope in open cars with 
whatever is dished up to us on the due 
date!

Wanganui   Fay Chamberlain 
Once again the branch AGM’s been 

held, and once again, a wonderful attend-
ance! Nobody coerced or bribed into 
taking office, and all positions filled - just 
great! Thanks to two committee members 
standing down (lvan Kendall and Keith 
Turner) And welcome to their replace-
ments, Tom Day and John Blackford. After 
a year without a kitchen manager, it is 
with much pleasure and delight we can 
now announce we have TWO... Peter and 
Heather Coombes are the function catering 
folks, and Eilidh Pitkethley is taking on 
the clubnights. Thankyou guys! 

The Annual Rally (though very cold), 
was successful, with 46 brave souls travel-
ling gravel roads up the Turakina Valley 
Road, not far off Hunterville before 
returning to Wanganui. Most folks had 
been warmed up the night before at the 
“Trial of Goldie Locks” and other nonsense 
(thankyou to Hec Newton and Secretary 
Fay). The Grand Hotel proved an excellent 
venue for the prizegiving dinner, and 
nobody could be more delighted to win 
than Len Browell, driven in his 1924 
Standard by proud daughter Frances. 

Community wise saw us on display at 
the conference for the Police Community 
Patrol in June, and despite the wintry 
conditions, the club truck has been booked 

for kids’ free rides at the annual Mainstreet 
Market day in July. 

Congratulations are in order for 
branch members, (namely Ian McIvor, 
Ray Alderton, Claudia-Anne Voss, Ed 
Kirkby), who all qualify for their 25 year 
badges. Chairman Ed Boyd was honoured 
to present them with their well-deserved 
service badges remarking on the great asset 
to the branch they had all been. 

Well, it’s winter – and the annual “cold” 
Night Trial’s not too far away!

Wellington   Ruth Findlay
Our 2009 AGM was held in May, with 

an election of committee and a couple of 
new faces to replace those stepping down. 
The new Parts Manager is Dennis Nisbet 
and Editor of the Motoring Spirit is Stan 
Garmonsway. John Blakemore has been 
elected as Assistant Club Captain.

The 2009 40th Ladies’ Rally was 
held on 24th May, with a good turnout 
of women participants and supporters. 
Helen Archer won the rally in her 1951 
Plymouth, Ann O’Rourke came second, 
and Diane White baked and iced a cake 
to celebrate her 40 years of participation 
– she hasn’t missed one year! Aaron Janes 
won the men’s cooking competition with 
his batch of scones (thanks to his creative 
use of Edmonds scone mix) and Jacob 
Walker won the Young Navigator’s trophy. 
Elisabeth and Fred Smits organised a taxi 
cab rally, which had the women drivers 
doing the road code test to become a cab 
driver for the day, and then driving around 
the Hutt Valley picking up each other’s 
passengers at various railway stations. The 
drivers were marked by the passengers on 

their driving skills, and there was also a 
questionnaire to decide on the winner. 

Other rallies attended by Wellington 
branch members have included the 
Taranaki Maunga Moana Rally at Anzac 
weekend, and nine riders and Mike (tail 
end driver) from the motorcycle section 
took part in the recent Raglan Ramble. 
Our Friday film night on 19 June featured 
a selection of films on motorcycling, 
including club rallies. 

Wellsford-Warkworth
    Rita Jorgensen

Most of our April Branch meeting 
was taken up with reports on progress in 
obtaining the satellite station information 
centre near Warkworth to lease as our 
clubrooms. It will be a great advantage to 
have our library and spare parts under one 
roof instead of at not so easily accessible 
members homes, and a permanent site for 
our Swapmeet.

No Swapmeet report this year, as the 
Rodney District Council is upgrading the 
Warkworth Showgrounds and only a fine 
weather paddock was available. With no 
guarantee on the weather and no other site 
suitable we were forced to cancel the event

A large turnout from North Shore 
members helped to make a very enjoyable 
outing, for our annual Fish and Chip 
run. The North Shore contingent met at 
Orewa, travelled up the main highway to 
Warkworth joined our group driving out 
east to Matakana, over hill to Pakiri and 
on over another hill to Leigh with great 
views of the ocean. We parked at the Leigh 
Sawmill-Restaurant and Brewery. After 
quenching our thirst most sampled the 
local brew – we were given a tour of the 
small brewery with an interesting talk on 
beer making. Then on into Leigh township 
for fish and chips for all. Some vehicles 
taking part on the day: 1925 Chandler 
Tourer, 1929 Humber Super Six, 1938 
Packard 120 Convertible, 1939 Austin Big 
7, 1949 Chevrolet Deluxe, 1962 Cadillac 
Eldorado, 1958 Wolseley.

A fine afternoon – but home in rain in 
the evening.

At our annual general meeting in May 
the following new officers were elected. 
Chairman, Leon Salt: Club Captain, Lee 
Middleton; Delegate, Brian Guest; Editor, 
Yvonne Ferguson. Gloria Lawrie has 
given up this position after many years of 
excellent service in this position.

Our next big event is our Winter 
Woollies Wander. By the weather we have 
been having lately an aptly named event.

Waitemata: Italian Lancia team and English Lea Francis team prepare for the “Monte”
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32 years experience • qualified tradesman
cars • trucks • tractors • motorbikes • full or part restorations undertaken

P 03 314 4992  M 027 221 8092 email thescotts@scorch.co.nz

FORMERLY PEARSONS VINTAGE CARS

Classic and Vintage Restorations
NORTH CANTERBURY
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on
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