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Photograph at right supplied by 
Tom Furlong. Tom writes: 
“The First Humber Hawk on 
the Coast.
Seen here with my father the 
late Tom Furlong, is the gang 
which had just finished erecting 
a span of the Ngahere/Blackball 
Rail Road Bridge which had 
been washed away by the Grey 
River in late 1957. They insisted 
the Hawk be the first vehicle 
over and I feel this honour was 
bestowed as my father was also 
the local publican.”



Buick taking to the boards at Punakaiki. 
See Westcoast Branch Idle Torque, page 
45.

Allan Wylie is the envy of all as he gets 
to test drive the magnificent Delahaye 
roadster. See page 34.

Read about Ian Finch’s summer road trip 
with a difference in Around the World in 
80 Litres of Rain, page 20.
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Peter Alderdice leans the Harley into the left hander at this year’s 
Kairangi Hill Climb. See page 22. 
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president’s 
message

Time flies and the silly season and 
Christmas are upon us so quickly. Now 
that the summer weather is approaching 
the calendar is full of exciting motoring 
events, and there never seems to be enough 
weekends to accommodate them all. 
Christine and I attended the Canterbury 
Branch Women Drivers’ Rally and social 
on 12 September and thoroughly enjoyed 
the event which was very well organised by 
Leigh Craythorne. Leigh was well rewarded 
with a large turnout. 

Following the Management meeting 
in October, the highlight of the month 
for us was attending the Third National 
Commercial Rally, organised and hosted by 
Waimate Branch from 23 to 25 October. We 
drove to Waimate on Friday evening, and 
were greeted miles out from the town, by 
military searchlights lighting up the sky from 
outside the clubrooms. I thought they may 
be worried we were lost, but this was just 
part of the display prepared for the weekend 
and was a very novel way of advertising the 
event. We were met by Mark Thomas who 
introduced us to rally organising members 
and our hosts Bill and Elaine Ryan. 

The rally commenced in style outside the 
Waimate clubrooms with a piper leading the 
first vehicle away along the street. It was very 
appropriate that this vehicle was the Scottish 
built 1912 Albion of Don and Judy Bennetts 
of Canterbury Branch. There were over sixty 
entrants in all shapes and sizes covering 
two different routes. We were fortunate 
to be invited to travel in a 1972 Bedford 
fire engine with Darryl Brown and his two 
young children. Darryl is a local farmer and 
engineer and has been collecting Bedford 
trucks for a while. He recently purchased the 
engine from the Seddonville Fire Brigade 
and when he heard about the Commercial 
Rally being held in Waimate, he joined the 
VCC and obtained a VIC for the vehicle and 
entered his first rally. He and the family are 
now keen to enter more rallies. 

as we see it

Clubs are generally bound together 
by the communications they can have 
between and with members. In the VCC 
this is achieved on one level by the 
branch newsletters/magazines each of the 
35 branches produces monthly for their 
branch members. On another level Beaded 
Wheels is the national magazine and each 
member gets their own copy. Both the 
branch magazines and Beaded Wheels are 
important publications that help keep the 
VCC ticking over.

Beaded Wheels is generally well received 
and while we receive compliments from 
time to time we sometimes get less than 
complimentary remarks and occasionally 
constructive criticism. All of this is healthy 
and helps keep us on the right path.

The quality of our publication enables 
us to sell subscriptions to non-members 
and to also be in a position to have it for 
sale to the public at selected bookstands 
and bookshops throughout New Zealand. 
This is important extra revenue for the 
VCC and helps offset the costs. This does 
however place us in competition with 
professionally produced magazines which 
have articles written by paid journalists. 
It is to our contributors’ credit that we are 
able to produce Beaded Wheels and have it 
sit beside commercial publications, even 
though we are unable to pay our contribu-
tors. This is also in no small measure 
due to the team we have producing the 
magazine, including the committee, our 
printers and distributors.

The fact remains that we can only 
produce a quality magazine when we have 
quantities of good material to choose from. 
We have some but we always need more, 
so if you have an idea for a story that you 
could write or if there is a good story that 
you have, maybe a restoration or a Behind 
the Wheel article, then let us have it. Don’t 
worry too much about your style of writing 
as we can tidy up most things if required. 

Keep those contributions coming in and 
thank you for those received in the past.

 Kevin Clarkson 
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

We had a wonderful lunch at historic 
Campbell Park, where we were joined by 
entrants on the Mount Cook Rally, so there 
were plenty of vehicles to see and people 
to meet. That evening, the Waimate Fire 
Brigade produced a BBQ meal for entrants. 
Field tests were held the following morning at 
Knottingley Park. Lyndsey Saunders and the 
team on the Canterbury Branch Fire Engine 
gave a display of water pumping power much 
to the delight of the children present. 

After lunch we visited Murray Dempster’s 
military display, including the searchlights, 
numerous military vehicles and weaponry, 
most of which had served around the 
world during WWII and subsequent wars. 
Demonstrations of machinegun and cannon 
fire were impressive and deafening. The 
prizegiving dinner was attended by Mayor 
John Coles and local artist Bill Scott painted 
a huge mural depicting the rally plaque using 
only a paint roller. We were entertained 
throughout the evening by the Waimate 
Theatre Company. Congratulations to 
Chairman Lyndsay Hossick and the organ-
ising committee on a wonderful event, and 
to Lyndsay in being placed overall winner. 
Also to Murray Dempster for the wonderful 
military display and being awarded the 
Watchhorn Trophy for outstanding achieve-
ment in the preservation of commercial 
vehicles. Thank you to the Ryans for your 
hospitality and to Darryl Brown for sharing 
your rally with us. Waimate has shown that  
even if you are a small branch it is possible 
to host a national rally successfully.

As I write this, Christine and I are 
looking forward to attending the Hawke’s 
Bay Branch Golden Jubilee weekend and 
Veteran rally on 13 – 15 November, and 
presenting a number of 50 year badges. Fifty 
seems to be a very popular number all around 
the country at this time. 

On 28 November our Speed Steward Frank 
Renwick, George Calder and I will meet with 
MotorSport NZ President Stephen Kennedy 
and MotorSport NZ Executive members at 
Ruapuna Raceway for further discussion on 
our current agreement with MotorSport NZ. 
I know that those of you who participate 
in speed events will be eager to know the 
result of these discussions. We look forward 
to a continuation of our relationship with 
MotorSport NZ, and in the meantime, it is 
business as usual. We will advise you as soon 
as we have an update on the future direction 
of our MotorSport NZ agreement. 

On behalf of the Management 
Committee, we wish you all a very merry 
Christmas, safe motoring and a good start to 
2010. Remember, it is only two years to the 
2012 rally in Wanganui. That is twelve more 
issues of Beaded Wheels.

 John Coomber
National President

Darryl Brown with daughter Annah and son 
Oscar and their fully operational 1972 Bedford 
KELC3 fire engine.
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DECEMBER
 5 Eastern Bay of Plenty Christmas Parade
 5 Gore Diggers Run
 5 Horowhenua Christmas Dinner
 5 Manawatu Branch Christmas Function
 5 Nth Otago Windsor Rally
 5 North Shore Swap Meet and Car Show
 5 Sth Cant Christmas Dinner and Party
 5 Sth Otago Moped Rally
 5-6 Wairarapa Gold Medal Motorcycle Rally 
 5-6 Waitemata Taupo Speed Festival
 6 Auckland Annual Gymnic - Meadow 

Brook Farm - Brookby
 6 Otago Moped Rally
 6 Rotorua Run to Auckland with  

Auckland Branch
 6 Southland Invercargill Ladies Run
 6 Taranaki Potters Paddock
 6 Wellington Christmas Party & Sunday Run
 10 Nelson Mystery Christmas Family 

Event
 10 Rotorua Mid-weekers Red Barn Thornton
 12 Ashburton Santa Parade
 12 Canterbury Veteran Picnic Run
 12 Far North Christmas Rally & Dinner
 12 Rotorua Christmas Social
 12 Waikato Club Social Evening
 13 Bay of Plenty Christmas Party
 13 Central Otago Christmas Party
 13 Gisborne Club Captain’s Wing Ding
 13 Hawke’s Bay Picnic Run
 13 Manawatu Feilding Christmas Parade
 13 Nelson Christmas Picnic / BBQ
 13 North Shore Christmas Party
 13 Otago Christmas BBQ
 13 Sth Cant Christmas Run and Children’s 

Party
 13 Sth Otago Christmas Picnic - Theme  

1940s
 13 Wairarapa Christmas Gymkhana  

and Dinner
 13 Wanganui Dinner at the Grand
 14 Marlborough Waterlea Resthome Outing

 15 Wellington Special General Meeting
 16-20 Ashburton 45 South Run
 17 Ashburton Pot Luck / Christmas Lights
 17 Wellsford/Warkworth Special General Meeting
 18-19 Central Otago South Westland Aviation 

Pioneers Haast
 20 Taupo Posh Afternoon Tea
 26 Canterbury Boxing Day Run
 26 Wellington Boxing Day Picnic
 30 Wellington Kapiti Midweek Run
 31 Waitemata New Year’s Eve

JANUARY
 1 Ashburton New Year’s Day Run
 1 Banks Peninsula New Year’s Day Picnic at  

Little River
 1 Manawatu New Year’s Day Run
 1 Sth Canty Fairlie Parade
 1 Waikato Club Event Ngatea Water 

Gardens
 2 Canterbury Motorcycle New Year Run
 3 Canterbury Picnic Run
 3 Wellington Sunday Run
 9 Northland Autospectacular at Taipa
 10 Waikato Blue Smoke & Pedals
 10 Wairarapa Coastal Run
 16 Wellington Sunset Rally
 16 Nelson Run to Takaka A&P Show
 16-18 Wellington Anniversary Weekend Biennial 

M/C Rally
 17 E Bay of Plenty Breakfast in Garden
 17 Otago Jackson Rally
 20 Rotorua Mid-Weekers - Pureora Forest
 23 Canterbury Moped Run
 23 Far North Vets & Vintage Picnic
 23-24 Otago Dunedin Brighton Run
 24 Gore Classic Run
 24-25 Northland Model T Club Visit & BBQ
 24 Wanganui Burma Trial
 25 Sth Cant Ladies Run
 27 Wellington Kapiti Midweek Run
 30 Ashburton Annual Rally
 30-31 Southland Edendale Crankup

 30 Wellington Car Boot Sale &  
Mini Swap Meet

 30-1 Bay of Plenty Anniversary Weekend Rally 
and Veteran Run

 31 Otago Club Run to Brighton Gala Day
 31 Sth Cant Ladies Run

FEBRUARY
 2-5 Rotorua Mid-Weekers - Southwards
 5-7 Banks Peninsula Skope Classic Race Meeting
 5-7 Wellsford/Warkworth Commercial Campout
 6 Canterbury Annual Motorcycle Rally
 6 E Bay of Plenty East Coast Rally
 6 Nth Otago Waitangi Day Run
 6 Southland Southland Rally
 6-7 Wellington Club Captain’s Safari
 6-19 Wellington Spotty Dog Run
 7-13 Hawke’s Bay National Veteran Rally
 7 Wairarapa Remembrance Day Rally
 7 Wellington Sunday Run
 11 Nelson Picnic at Rabbit Island from 

5.30pm
 12-14 Banks Peninsula Levels Race Meeting
 13-14 Waimate Wallaby Run
 13-14 Far North Club Captain’s Weekend Away
 14 Horowhenua Sunday Run
 14 Nelson Spooners Tunnel Visit
 14 Rotorua Club Run
 14 Sth Otago Picnic Run
 14 Wanganui Blue Smoke & Pedals
 14 Wellington British Car Day
 15 Sth Cant Chairman’s Run
 19-21 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco on Wheels
 19-22 Sth Cant Haast Tour
 20 Gore Festival Rally
 20 Nth Otago All British Day
 21 Otago Vintage Venture
 21 Taupo Picnic Run
 26-6 Canterbury 9 Day Open Vintage Rally
 27-28 Canterbury Annual Rally
 27 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble
 27 Wellsford/Warkworth Swap Meet
 28 Sth Cant Mystery Run

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of month prior to magazine publication

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS



Renewal Of ID Cards at their 10 Year 
Expiration

The wording in the Vehicle Technical 
Code (Clause 4.9) has recently been 
updated and sent out to all branches.

In brief, the update means that when 
you receive a renewal advice for your 
expired Vehicle Identity Card (VIC) 
from the VCC National Office, you need 
to check the details are correct. If the 
vehicle’s appearance has not changed from 
the original VIC, then you simply enclose 
your expired VIC with the renewal notice 
(signed by you) and forward this to your 
Branch for completion.

If you do not enclose the expired VIC, 
or if the vehicle’s appearance has changed, 
you MUST send two identical photos of 
the vehicle as it now looks.

This actual wording in the manual now 
reads:

4.9 As described in 4.1 the VCC Vehicle 
ID Card has a Validity of 10 years. Once 
this date is approaching a database generated 
application renewal form will be posted or 

e-mailed if requested to the current owner/s. 
This computer generated form APPENDIX 
A7 must be completed by the owner and 
posted to the applicants Branch who after 
approval will send it to the National Office. 
Two (2) copies of a replacement current 
photograph are required if the applicant 
retains the expired Vehicle Identity Card.

If the vehicle has not significantly 
changed and this status is confirmed 
by the Branch Committee, the expired 
Vehicle Identity Card can be returned 
with the application for renewal form as 
the original photograph can be reused on 
the replacement Vehicle Identity Card.

Historic Racing Licence
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Racing Licence are responsible for making 
sure that it has not expired. To renew 
your licence, please forward $22.50, along 
with your VCC HRL number or old HRL 
card, to the National Office and it will be 
updated.

The Breed With A Need For Speed – 
Trio At The Top

We have been privileged to see a trailer 
on the above DVD which is due to be 
released in stores on 1 December 2009. 
This documentary covers the golden age 
of NZ motor racing, an era when Bruce 
McLaren, Denny Hulme and Chris Amon 
were simultaneously competing in the 
three top arenas of motor racing – Formula 
One, Indy cars and the Can Am Sports 
Car series. The documentary uses archive 
footage and interviews to tell the story 
of these three Kiwi motor racing legends. 
If the trailer is anything to go by, the 
programme should be worthwhile.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish everyone a very happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year.
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VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local 
branch contact details. You may also contact your local branch directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

ATTENTION MEMBERS
You will receive your membership 
renewal invoice in February 2010.

Payment for these are always due by 
the 31 March.
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his left leg from above the knee. (He lost it 
while kneeling to change a wheel and was 
struck by a motorcyle.) Harvey drove the 
service car without syncromesh gears by 
the use of a hand throttle knob on the 
dash and skilfull single foot-work alter-
nating as required, much to the admiration 
and enjoyment of the passengers, all the 
while travelling at great speed with single 
papers flying left and right into darkened 
gateways.

It was said few cars could handle the 
road as it was then, with the ease with 
which he drove that small bus. Many 
American servicemen used the service in 
the night hours between Wellington, the 
camp at Masterton, and up to Woodville 
to catch the Hawke’s Bay car. We kids were 
the recipients of many a candy bar. 

Perhaps some older readers might have 
experienced the Cadillac service and may 
care to comment.

Byron Husband
Palmerston North

Dear Sir or Madam
Lost And Found

The 1985 Commemorative Tour Reunion 
planned for Thursday 1 April 2010 has 
registered a number of examples of Lost 
and Found. We have inevitably after 25 
years lost some of our original members. 
We have lost the whereabouts of some who 
appear to no longer be members of VCC, 
and we have lost contact with a few who 
have moved out of the districts in which 
they resided in 1985. This is to be expected 
as many hundreds of thousands of Vintage 
miles have been recorded in a quarter of 
a century. Word will hopefully filter into 
the remote corners of the country during 
the next few months. Another loss to the 
event’s anniversary is the passing earlier this 
year of the producer and filmmaker Allan 
Guilford, who mooted the idea of filming 
the whole trip. With help from members 
Kate White and her father Jim, narrator 
John Gordon and the camera crew, Allan 
presented the film, Milestones, shown in the 
Academy Theatre, on national TV and sold 
on videotape both here and overseas.

From the original 18 cans of film used 
during the shakedown trip to Invercargill 
by the Ridder, Coombes, Rae and Ritchie 

cars, and the 11 days of the tour, one 16mm 
finished film was produced and despite trying 
to keep tabs on the balance of the footage it 
disappeared from sight. Some months ago 
a call from VCC Archivist Betty Wallace 
put us back in contact with 16 cans of cine 
and audio tapes, 33 in total that had found 
their way to the National Office. One quick 
look and a test on one cine reel confirmed 
that the cuttings off the editor’s floor were 
the complete original rushes. These have 
been professionally converted onto DVDs 
and are a full and un-expurgated version 
of happenings, good, bad and everything 
in-between. We will be showing the results 
at the reunion and the four disc set will be 
available at the event. The DVDs will be 
reproduced at cost, and on demand, so if you 
would like a set please indicate by mail or 
email before the end of 2009.

Allan and Shirley Wills
Chief Marshals 1985 Tour
1 Gunns Cres, ChCh 8022
alanshirley@clear.net.nz

P.S. If you have not received a letter from 
us outlining the activities at Easter 2010 
please contact us ASAP.

Dear Sir,
This photo was taken on the 1965 

Haast Rally, somewhere around Timaru. I 
am wondering if any readers know where 
the truck is now.

Ian Howell
Dannevirke

Dear Sir 
I’m researching the early fleet of the 

Associated Motorists Petroleum Company, 
better know as the Europa Oil Company. 
Pre-war photographs of Europa’s distrib-
utor vehicles seem very hard to come by. 
Between 1933 and 1938 the following 
companies carried out the distribution:
Butcher’s Transport – Auckland 
Foote & Co Ltd – Otago and Canterbury 
Don Eadie – Greymouth 
Marriot – Wellington 
and unknown distributors in Hastings and 
Stratford.
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Dear Sir
At the risk of ruffling some feathers I 

would like to toss some ideas out there for 
discussion. There has been much debate 
within the Club about the future and 
how to attract younger members and their 
families. I would like to offer the following 
suggestions.

Firstly, I think we should give consid-
eration to changing the name of the Club. 
The word Vintage in many minds conjures 
up thoughts of old cars, old men, and 
immediately puts young people off. My 
suggestion is we become “The Historic 
Vehicle Society of New Zealand”. As we 
are already the Historic Vehicle Authority 
the proposed name would bring this into 
line, and also help us cover commercial, 
motorcycle, racing cars.

Secondly, I think we should use the 
marketing expertise we must have within 
the club to actively promote events, both 
national and local. I am thinking of the 
promotion V8s are currently getting on 
TV1 on the motor sport programme on 
Sunday afternoons. We could promote 
our type of events and also the fact that 
“Historic” motoring need not be super 
expensive. My 1962 Vauxhall Victor cost 
me less than $1,000 on the road and brings 
my wife and me much enjoyment.

I am sure some of our Beaded Wheels 
advertisers would be interested in sponsoring 
something like this. I think a major 
rebranding of the Club is about due and 
offer these suggestions as a starting point.

Ivan Stevens

Dear Sir 
During the war years when car tyres 

were hard to come by, my father purchased 
three old cars as he required the wheels for 
equipment in his Christchurch factory. One 
was a Cleveland coupe 1926/27, another 
was an Overland of similar Vintage, and 
the third was a Model T Ford pickup truck. 
All three were disposed of after his death in 
1949 and I wonder what became of them. 
Can readers suggest how I may find out?  

Hugh Kearns

Dear Sir
This following photo of the Cadillac 

V12 Dominion Paper “Car” (It was always 
called a car not a bus), was taken at 
Woodville in the 1940s. My uncle, Harvey 
Richards (a legend in his time) was without 

mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

mailbag
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If any of your readers have photos or 
information on the above, particularly, 
Butcher’s Transport, I would be grateful if 
they would contact me.

Hugh Scofield
Hugh.scofield@hotmail.com
Ph 021 727375
PO Box 1616 , Christchurch 8140

Dear Sir,
Re: Page 2 Beaded Wheels 300, the car 

is a 1924 Berliet.
It was a 4 cylinder 12hp model, just one 

of a range of models the Berliet Company 
built until 1936.

Their last car was the Berliet Dauphine, 
a 2 litre model in 1936. Berliet built trucks 
for the French army for the 1914-18 war, 
and carried on building trucks until Berliet 
merged with Citroen in 1966.

Thomas Robins of Christchurch owned 
the car in the photo. His sons used it 
on a very eventful adventure in the 
summer of 1927-28 when they motored 
from Christchurch to the West Coast via 
Arthur’s Pass. Photos show they visited 
Fox Glacier, Greymouth, Nelson, Picton 
and eventually back to Christchurch.

Judith Moulder’s father was with my 
father, Bert Robins, my uncles Arthur and 
Nui and probably Clarrie Mann appear to 
be the five in the party.

The same car played an important part 
in providing transport/workhorse in the 
development of Mt Cheeseman Ski Club 
in the summer of 1929. Dad must have 
been very understanding!

The photos shown were mainly taken 
on the West Coast, apart from a photo on 
Arthur’s Pass. Nui Robins was a very good 
photographer as well as a keen car buff.

Mark Robins
Ashburton

Dear Sir,
I’m trying to locate detailed drawings of 

a 1930-31 Essex or Hudson chassis. I have a 
few photos but it’s hard to get any measure-
ments. Hope someone can help

Ron Davies.
220 Rocky Point Rd
Ramsgate, NSW 2217
Australia

Dear Sir, 
I have been a member of the Club for 

many years and have always been impressed 
by the high standard of accuracy aimed at 
by present and previous editors of Beaded 
Wheels. I was intrigued therefore to read of 
that marvellous Reid and Gray windmill 
pump, (BW issue 300), which is stated 
as being capable of delivering a tonne of 
water per minute (“able to lift a 27 feet 

head of water from a bore, delivering this 
at 250gpm”) which I understand, means 
gallons per minute.

Just a reminder, an old g (gallon) is 
about equal to 4 litres, therefore 4kg in 
weight, so 250g x 4 is about 1,000 litres or 
1,000 kg, which is a tonne!

No doubt the Fire Service will be 
beating a path to Grant Hitchings’ place to 
get the specifications of this old pump. I’m 
sure they would welcome such a powerful 
addition to their fire-fighting armoury.

Wilson Hawke

Dear Sir
These two photographs are sure to be 

of interest to Beaded Wheels readers. There 
is no information on them as they came 
from the estate of two brothers, the late 
Ivan and Steve Gugum of Greymouth.

The brothers raced motorcycles in the 
1940s through to the 1960s.

They also had a passion for photo-
graphing motorcycles. The photos would 
have been taken in the 1950s in Canterbury 
and possibly Hawksbury near Blenheim.

Bike 5 is a Manx Norton with a BSA 
Goldstar engine installed. Bike 15 is a 
very nicely prepared homebuilt special, 
comprising a Rudge engine, Triumph 
gearbox, BSA forks, twin leading shoe 

front brake and I believe a hand made 
swing-arm frame. Any information from 
readers would be much appreciated.

Steve Prince

Dear Sir
I remember the Lady Buick in Beaded 

Wheels Oct/ Nov. In 1959 I was an electrical 
apprentice working one day in a florist’s 
shop on Broadway, Newmarket. It was a wet 
day and into the shop swept Mrs Treadgold. 
Each week she delivered greenery from 
her garden for building up wreath bases. 
Before long she was in conversation with 
all and sundry. She showed us a letter from 
her handbag that she displayed on Lady 
Buick’s windscreen when double parked. It 
was addressed to “Dear Mr Traffic Officer” 
and instructed him to allow Lady Buick 
to remain double parked for various good 
reasons without offence. I think she showed 
us the newspaper cutting from her handbag 
that Peter Faber included also. During 
smoko we had a look at her car. It was 
very impressive. Black and shiny and a big 
car. In that short time we learnt that Mrs 
Treadgold was an energetic and vivacious 
lady and that Lady Buick was a very big 
part of her life.    

Kerry Bonham
Pahi, Northland.

mailbag
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100 YEARS AGO – 1909

What Royalty could do. In 1909 the Tsar had 
Delaunay-Belleville construct a 70hp, chain drive 
11,500cc 6 cylinder car for his personal use joining 
the other three D-Bs he had. This car featured a 
Saurer compressed air unit that moved the car off 
from standstill, then started the engine. It also jacked 
the car up, inflated the tyres and blew its horns.

75 YEARS AGO – 1934

H S Linfield of the Autocar packed 18,423 
miles into six months motoring, – about 580 
miles a week – in a 6 cyl, 1434cc, pre-selector 
Armstrong Siddeley 12/6 Sports Coupe. Two things 
stood out – firstly its unfailing reliability, apart 
from an erratic windscreen wiper causing a flat 
battery. Secondly the excellent driving position, 
the best he had encountered in years of testing 
cars, Linfield said. Fuel consumption didn’t budge 
from 22mpg, regardless of speed. Its maximum 
velocity was barely 60mph. Slow, but legal, at least!

50 YEARS AGO – 1959

Amazingly, two Aussie drivers, Jack Thorndon 
and the “Toyota Cares” Evan Greene set a new 
around Australia record in a Triumph Herald. 
Really! They covered 8965 miles (14,344kms) 
in 185 hours at an average of 48½mph. Extra 
fuel tanks were fitted, twin spotlights mounted 
on the roof and a reclining “sleeper” front 
passenger seat, though how you’d sleep is a puzzle.

30 YEARS AGO – 1979

Small cars were in – especially if you had to 
choose NZ assembled models. Four makes under 
1000cc, 16 between 1000cc and 1500cc (including 
an Allegro), 20 between 1.5 and 2 litres, (home 
of the best selling Cortina,) just three in the 2 to 
3 litre class. Just four models were over 3 litres, 
three from Ford and GM and the Rover 3.5. Out 
of the 47 variants 10 were transverse engined, 
only 12 had 5 speed boxes and 21 offered autos. 

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by

Graeme Rice timelines

CAUGHT IN THE ACT!
This 1930 Buick was owned in Oamaru by John Gilchrist. He 

was a fencing contractor and used the Buick for his work until 
one early evening the brakes locked up on a sloping dew-soaked 
paddock leaving the old girl on its side up against a fence strainer 
– note the mangled door. This interesting photo shows the Buick 
being “trucked”. John has been standing on the box sawing away 
before taking time out for this wonderful snapshot. Unfortunately 
he did not photograph the finished ute. The Buick was used 
for quite a while in its new form but its thirst and repeated 
punctures eventually saw it abandoned in a gully. Don Jenks 
from Maclennan (near Owaka) rescued it in the late ‘70s and 
the remains still sit in the scrub at Maclennan. Believed to be a 
Series 47, chassis and mechanicals are all there. Give Don a call 
on 03 415 8055 if you need these bones.

Kevin Casey
Dunedin

Dear Sir
Further to Peter Faber’s letter in Beaded Wheels Issue 300 

regarding Mrs Treadgold and her beloved 1938 Buick Special, my 
mother had this article cut 
from a newspaper back in 
1974.

We thought it may be 
of interest to Mr Faber 
and other readers as this 
adds a bit more informa-
tion about her and the car. 
Unfortunately we don’t 
know any more with regards 
to what happened to her 
beautiful old Buick.

Trev Woodham
Papamoa
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The first is part of the record of an 
interview with a Mrs. Lowry, the 97 
year old mother of one of our Wellsford 
Branch members. (Recorded in 1999.)

“The first car I remember was owned by 
the local doctor. It was a crimson coloured 
little two seater, terribly noisy, which 
backfired when started and at other times 
too, frightening all the horses and sheep as 
it drove along the main road. It was very 
smelly. It didn’t have a hood and was very 
stiff, just like a buggy on wheels – sort of 
high up. Anyway that was the first car and 
before long there were larger five-seater 
models around.

The first of these that came into our 
area had a folded back hood just like a 
child’s perambulator. It pulled over onto 
the dashboard and onto the windscreen 
but I never saw it erected. I don’t know how 
they managed that and they just whizzed 
along at 17 miles an hour with the ladies 
wearing fancy bonnets draped with long 
streamers, or scarves of frail fabric that 
sort of trailed along behind them as the 
cars went. It was very fashionable to have a 
bonnet to match your car.

About 1911 (I was about 19 then) my 
older brother got a car, a Hudson I think, 
a dun coloured thing. It wasn’t very bright 
but it had a hood that was fastened and 
it had side curtains that were domed on 
much like the early Fords. 

THE WAY WE WERE
Words Grant Hitchings  The following is a poem I uncovered in 

a VCC newsletter The Supplement* dated 
May 1968. Written by a Geo Woodward, 
I found it rather appealing.

By 1912 my father had acquired his first 
truck that would take the cans of milk to 
the factory instead of the brake (carriage) 
with two horses. It was much quicker now 
and more convenient as horses had to be 
renewed and broken in. The truck seemed 
much easier to drive with just three pedals 
and the steering wheel and its speed could 
be modified down to a walk. By the end of 
the first day with my two brothers in the 
harvest field I had learnt to drive it and 
turn it around but they never taught me to 
back it. 

A while later Dad went to Carterton 
and rang to say he had bought a Ford 
car and would I go and open the road 
gate, take the buggy out of the shed and 
fasten the doors back so he could drive 
straight in. My brothers and I wondered 
how he would get home safely because he 
was well up in his 70s at this time. Anyway 
it wasn’t long after this that we saw him 
coming very slowly along the road. Driving 
carefully through the gate with mother and 
I watching he waved his hands, put his foot 
down on something, pulled on the wheel 
and shouted “Whoa”.

 He went into the shed and the car’s 
bonnet went out the other side. 

The car had a hefty sort of brass bonnet 
around it and ornate lamps and I can 
remember the old running board that ran 
along each side.” 

 

There are always articles of historic interest trickling into the VCC Archive, most 

providing a picture of the motorist’s life in the early years of this country’s 

motoring history. I include here three of these donated items which I read and 

enjoyed, with the hope that they may be appreciated by others. 

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

Thoughts On A  
Newly Restored  

Veteran Car

O brave new paint on ancient  
carriage laid

Think you to bring to life what  
happened then?

Some fifty years ago my father gave 
A princely sum to own the car upon 

Whose ancient metal I now sit so smug.
You would not know that on that  

leather seat
My mother whispered “yes“ to his entreat
You would not know that on a certain day

My father drove that metal very hard 
To bring the doctor ere I saw the light.
Nor how I spoiled its carpet on the day

They took me to the church at  
Christening time.

You do not see upon that ancient sump
A scar to show how once upon a time
That little engine, plunging mightily,

Brought us to safety through the  
river’s flood.

That little dent upon the nearside wing
The bishop’s carriage made when  

turning home
Upon my sister’s confirmation day.

How could you know?  
Those days are long gone by.

*In 1968 Beaded Wheels was issued 
quarterly. If there was a surfeit of 
Club activity needing airing this was 
sometimes compiled into a newsletter 
called The Supplement and distributed 
between Beaded Wheels issues. It did not 
happen often.
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thewaywewere

“The auto-meter, later to be called 
‘The Speedometer’, was born in a humble 
one-room shop in Beloit, Wisconsin, U.S.A.

It was invented by A.P. Warner, founder 
of the Warner Instrument Company.

The device could register speed, mileage 
and trip mileage and had a clock attach-
ment. Later Warner introduced a light for 
his instrument. It could record the then 
fantastic speed of 60 mph (96.5 km/h) 
and sold for $90 and was driven by gears 
attached to the front wheel axle of the 
automobile. 

During the first decade of the 20th 
century there were hundreds of car 
manufacturers doing precarious business, 
and it was difficult to supply fittings for all 
their different products but over the years 
Warner supplied fittings to 120 makes of 
cars. The first car to have an auto-meter 
as standard equipment was the Willys-
Overland, followed soon after by the 
Cadillac. Business boomed.

A.P. Warner had one instrument 
specially gold-plated which was displayed 
in his Company’s New York Branch in a 
velvet-lined box with a light playing on it. 
Eventually it lured nearly 300 customers to 
spend $300 each for similarly gold-plated 
units.

One of A.P. Warner’s advertising stunts 
was credited with changing New York’s 
speed limit then legally 10 mph (16 km/h). 
He built a giant model of his speedometer 
and mounted it on the rear of his open 
Stoddart-Dayton car, behind the driver’s 
seat. This model was gold-plated too and 
people could see the speed that the car 
was operating at. Warner noticed (and so 
did everyone else) that when the speed-

ometer stayed at the legal limit, cars and 
trucks kept passing the vehicle. Inviting 
reporters to be present, he got himself 
arrested for driving the demonstration car 
at 15 mph. The newsmen gave him much 
moral support in free news space and soon 
after the legal speed limit in New York was 
raised to 15 mph.

To capitalise on his advertising, Warner 
sent the demonstration car to several 
cities. In Washington D.C. it was slowly 
driven past the White House. Theodore 
Roosevelt, then President, came out to 
inspect the giant speedometer, becoming 
so interested he got in the car with the 
driver and drove with him around the 
block. That did no harm to the speedom-
eter business.

In time competition grew and among 
other speed indicator manufacturers 
was the Stewart and Clark Company of 
Chicago that made an instrument which 
used centrifugal force. 

Warner sued Stewart and Clark 
for patent infringement, but the two 
companies were in hot competition for 
years before the suit was finally decided 
in Warner’s favour. Then the Stewart 
Company offered to buy them out. They 
sold the Warner Instrument Company in 
1912 for $1,800,000 – a return of 60 to 1 
on the original stock. The new company 
was reorganised as ‘Stewart Warner’.” 

I regret the article did not state the date 
on which the new speedometer was demon-
strated to the world but it was probably 
near enough to 1900. (GH)  bw

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D. 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707

I found a cutting salvaged from The Guardian 4 November 1980 entitled  
“The Man Who Invented MPH”. The most interesting part read:
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FN stands for Fabrique Nationale des Armes de Guerre and 
apart from “armes de guerre”, FN made quality cars and 
motorcycles in the Belgian city of Herstal near Liege. 

Known from the early 1900s for their expensive 4 cylinder 
in-line shaft driven motorcycles, FN moved towards cheaper and 
simpler models in 1926. These well-thought-out single cylinder 
machines were innovative. They incorporated unit construction, 
horizontally split crankcases, compact blocks set in sturdy frames. 
Three speed hand gearchange was employed and electrics by 
Bosch magneto. The FN products soon gained a reputation for 
being bullet proof. 

In the same year the cheaper motorcycles appeared, FN’s rival 
factory Gillet attracted publicity by organising two of its 2 stroke 
models to embark on a world trip. Both ran perfectly and notched 
up 25,000kms in just under six months, earning Gillet the model 
name of “Tour du Monde.” 

FN’s stunt to upstage Gillet was a crossing of the Sahara Desert 
by motorcycle, and in April 1927 two army officers and a factory 
mechanic took on the challenge. Their machines were three FN 
350cc sidevalve models. They covered 2500 kms just to reach their 
desert starting point at Oran in Algeria. Ahead lay a meandering 
6,300 kms without shade or water that would eventually take them 
to the most westerly tip of Africa at Dakar in Senegal. All three 
bikes completed their desert excursion without problems and FN’s 
“Sahara” model was catalogued. The popularity that followed 
led the company to build a new factory to cope with demand. It 
employed a workforce of 10,000 and produced 105 bikes a day, as 
well as cars and pushbikes. 

This particular FN is a 1929 model. The seller alleged to me it 
had been dismantled in 1942 during the German occupation and 
lain hidden in an attic undisturbed. (Yeah, right…) Anyway, the 
bits looked fine apart from the tank, which came not from the 
“undisturbed attic” but a separate shed.

Armed with workshop manual and parts manual, the first task 
upon arriving home was to determine and itemise which bits were 
present and which bits weren’t. It proved a mixed bag. 

There was a correct piston, but about 3mm oversize. There were 
no valves or springs and retainers. The valve cover was missing, but 
there were two incorrect side covers. There were two crankshafts, 
two flywheels, two oil pumps and two clutches. Assorted gearbox 
parts existed, but no bearings. No exhaust pipe or muffler either. 

The forksprings were mis-matched; one had 11 windings, 
the other had 12. No front hub, but two rear ones. In short, 
discounting hardware, rims and tyres, my 1929 FN comprised 120 
bits with a further 40 still missing. So much for “undisturbed since 
the German occupation!” Fortunately with the exception of the 
timing cover, all the missing parts could be made. 

The barrel was able to be bored to take the very oversize piston 
and the original 350cc has expanded to 372cc. The better of the 
two cranks went in with new bearings (flanged phosphorbronze 
bushes) and valves were adapted from some I had lying around. 
A friend produced a correct timing cover, and progressively the 
engine and gearbox came together.

Two new fork springs were made with the correct 12 windings, 
and a Jawa supplied steering head bearings. Both hubs were 
modified to take straight ball bearings and new axles, with the 

Another overseas trip-another pile of junk arriving  

6 weeks later. This time the bits of a 350cc side valve 

so-called Sahara FN.

BULLET PROOF  
story of the restoration of a Vintage FN motorcycle
Words and photos by Kees de Langen
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missing front hub being created by reducing the width of one of 
the two rear hubs. With respoking to a couple of good 19 inch 
rims, a rolling chassis was achieved.

The tank which came from the shed (not the French attic) had 
lain upside down for years, and the top was like a colander. The 
rear portion was also rusted away. But it proved better than just a 
pattern. After fabricating a new rear section and getting the local 
plumber to lead-coat the whole tank on the outside, a slosh coat of 
modern tank sealer to the inside produced a serviceable tank. 

The original guards were in excellent condition, and a little 
inventiveness completed the details. The head lamp rim came 
from the manometer of an old steam boiler, the light switch from 
a Ford Popular and the rear stand was modified from a Matchless 
equivalent. Painting, electrics and plating were routine.

I’ve ended up with a reliable and rideable Vintage bike quite 
unlike any English, or for that matter, many European bikes of 
the era. A suspected slipping clutch proved to be a faulty second 
gear. At some stage in its past a new gear ring had been grafted on, 
but only by way of an interference fit. Easy to fix by keying, but 
difficult to diagnose.

Despite the 40 missing parts I started with I’m now down to 
just one; the small dynamo that attaches to the front tube and is 
driven by a belt from the flywheel. Impossible to find I’m told, but 
if anyone knows of an alternative, I’d love to hear (email to quake-
hoven@xtra.co.nz).

FN stopped making motorcycles in 1970 concentrating on 
those “armes de guerre”, which probably means they won’t be out 
of business anytime soon.  bw

COOLING SYSTEM
CLEANER

New Product coming to New Zealand
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Harmful Mineral Scale and Oxide Deposits

After Cleaning with Liquid Intelligence 239
Cleans your Cooling System back to new

Did you know?
Scale Deposits:  Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale
2mm thick insulates and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%

Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in the top of the radiator blocking the core
causing further overheating.

Liquid Intelligence 239 dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling system, will not
damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling system metal surfaces to inhibit
further corrosion.

This cleaner works in all engine cooling system applications, including Vintage and Classic cars, trucks,
earthmoving, mining, farm vehicles and equipment.

Comes as a 2.2kg Kit - enough to do 30 litres (3 cars)
$119.00 Including GST and freight anywhere in NZ
$100.00 (if bought with 5 litres of our liquid Intelligence 115 coolant)

                       Refill your Cooling system with our Liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Boils at 190 deg c             High Thermal efficiency              No Pressure needed
For further info or technical data etc, call Roy King toll free 0800 46 33 46   Anytime

email roylking@xtra.co.nz - website www.liquidintelligence115.com.au.

Top left: Muffler.   
Top right: Lead coated tank. 
Centre left: Compact block.  
Centre right: Check out second gear (far left) I should have known!  
Above: As arrived on the doorstep, loosely flung together.
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This story goes back to the International Rally from Sydney 
to Melbourne in April 1970, and a snap decision by a group 
of enthusiasts who had restored a 1930 Chrysler 77. John 

Hastilow and Harvey Kerr had navigated on the International, 
and I met up with Palmerston North mates Graham Cross and 
Kelvin Guthries at rally end. The snap decision was not to stop 
at Melbourne but strike on for Perth across South Australia. John 
Hastilow dropped out of the adventure, leaving the other four of 
us in Adelaide to take a few days to plan for the challenge ahead.

The Chrysler headed north-west at 11 o’clock on 29 April 1970, 
cracking along at a good pace. First destination Port Augusta, about 
200 miles distance. All went well until the last 50 miles when the 
car developed a miss. Nothing obvious was found, so we limped on 
the rest of the way, eventually locating a hotel and a mechanic at 
about 5 o’clock. The young mechanic eventually found the top bush 
in the distributor to be loose, causing the points to move all over 
the place. All was well by eleven; we were into bed by midnight, 
and our young helper wouldn’t accept any payment.

Our foursome was reduced to three at Port Augusta where 
Harvey Kerr decided he’d like to try hitching a ride to Darwin 
through the centre of Australia. He made it too, but that’s 
doubtless another story.

So Graham, Kelvin and I struck out from Port Augusta aiming 
to cover the 300 miles to Ceduna. At Iron Knob, just 40 miles out, 
the miss in the motor returned. Resetting the points again cured 
the problem till a few miles from Ceduna. An investigation of the 
tappets revealed some a bit close but not so close as to suggest 
trouble. Ceduna saw the end of the tar seal and the beginning of 
what was expected to be the horror leg of the journey; 327 miles 
of metal road to Eucla beside the Great Australian Bight. The 
road was normal width but about two feet below the rest of the 
country due to constant grading. Five graders were reputed to 
work full-time on the road. Forty-five miles along the dirt road a 
loud bang at the rear signalled drama, and we were suddenly going 
sideways. The right-rear tyre had gone flat after hitting a grid on 
the road and the wheel rim had split as well. Wheel changed … 
back in business!

Another 60 miles on and we came across an aboriginal standing 
in the middle of the road. He signalled his mate in nearby trees 

who came out carrying a spear and shield. We thought this was 
the end, but it turned out they just wanted a smoke. We gave them 
cigarettes and declined their offer to sell us boomerangs for six 
dollars each.

Rain set in at about this point and we pressed on to Ivy Tanks 
where the most expensive petrol in Australia was able to be 
purchased (58 cents a gallon in 1970). The locals were all standing 
outside getting soaked. It was the first rain they’d seen in three 
years. Beyond Ivy Tanks the road worsened to a couple of parallel 
tracks through scrub. On the Nullarbor kangaroos raced the car 
and persisted in shooting across in front. Then suddenly we were 
back on tar seal, signalling we’d reached Western Australia with 
seven miles to go to Eucla.

Eucla isn’t exactly big. Service station, eat house, 10 unit motel. 
Permanent population then was about eleven, with travellers and 
truckies edging the number up to about 30. Eucla’s big problem is 
water. Rainfall is sparse, and all the fresh water is used for cooking. 
Salt water is used for all else.

A good sealed road continued west from Eucla to Madura and 
Cocklebiddy, 177 miles further on. Here there were signs of trouble 
ahead when the Chrysler proved difficult to restart. More petrol 
was taken on at Balladonia for the 160 miles to Norseman, but the 
reserve drum had to be called on when we ran out of gas six miles 
short of Norseman. After filling up again in town the car refused 
to start and we pushed it to our motel. Early next morning the 
plugs were cleaned, points set, coil and condenser changed, but 
still it wouldn’t start. Even a tow couldn’t get it to kick into life. 
Consulting a mechanic, we decided the timing must have slipped, 
so it was tools out, bonnet off, radiator out and timing cover off. 
Wrong; … timing OK. There was nothing for it but to lift the 
cylinder head, which revealed three burnt valves.

When the possibility of being towed through to Perth fell 
through we had no option but to fix the car. Fortunately while 
we’d killed time with a bit of sight-seeing at one of the local gold 
mines, we’d noted some pretty fancy engineering gear, and the 
people were happy to help. The mine used a hard-weld process to 
repair drill tips, which was applied to one of the Chrysler’s burnt 
valves. Together with two good spares in our kit, this gave us the 
ability to restore engine compression. Grinding the repaired valve 

Adelaide to Perth by 1930 Chrysler
Words Bruce Poole & Photos Bruce Poole

On the 300 mile unsealed section of the Nullarbor Plains (south Australia), 6pm just before arrival at Eucla.
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING  
of engine bearings

back to correct profile took an hour, and then it was just a matter 
of lapping the valves in. Back together the engine fired up on the 
second pull, and ran as sweetly as ever.

The final leg of the 450 miles to Perth was to have included a 
side trip to Kalgoorlie and what’s reputed to be the richest square 
mile in the world. However the delays while making repairs at 
Norseman meant Kalgoorlie had to be left out. We reached Perth 

in rain at 8 o’clock at night on 9 May, having left Adelaide 10 days 
before. We’d covered 1,700 miles. After 12 months in Perth and 
many VCC runs in Western Australia, the car was returned to 
Port Augusta by transcontinental railway. It was then driven and 
towed to Melbourne, ferry to Wellington and driven home to 
Palmerston North. Since then the car has had a couple of engine 
overhauls and completed 50,000 almost trouble-free miles. bw

Just before leaving Perth, modern transport 1971 HG 
350 Monaro.

Day before driving from Palmerston North to Wellington to 
sail to Australia.

Sending the Chrysler 77 back to New Zealand on trans-continental railway from Perth.
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50 YEAR AWARDS 

John King 
Nelson Branch 
Compiled by June Campbell

John was born in Timaru and shifted to 
Nelson in 1944. He served his apprentice-
ship as a fitter and turner with the Ministry 
of Works before heading overseas to do his 
OE. On his return to New Zealand he took 
up teaching positions for his trade.

John joined the Vintage Car Club 
in 1958, when the Nelson area was a 
sub-branch to Canterbury. They were 
a small group of about 12 enthusiasts 
including his brother Dennis, was the 
convenor. Dennis organised the meetings 
and Club nights at the AA rooms. At 
this stage the most modern vehicle in the 
Branch was a 1928 Dodge. Old vehicles 
could be seen around the area lying in 
paddocks, under hedges, in open barns and 
tucked away out of sight. 

In 1962 he moved to Masterton to his 
first teaching position. Here he purchased 
his Model A which was used in a very 
rough state for three years before John 
shifted back to Nelson. Once settled back 
in Nelson John spent another three years 
restoring it, and he still owns this vehicle 
today.

He also owned for many years a 1930 
Model A Tourer which gave many years 
of pleasure to him, his wife Elva and his 
family. They toured from Cape Reinga to 
Bluff twice in this vehicle. In the 1970s 
during the fuel crisis when no petrol was 
sold at weekends, he mounted a 44 gallon 
(200 litres) drum on the back and filled it 
with “shellite”, a brew a bit like kerosene. 
A pipe was run to the carburetor and the 
old A ran quite well, but lacked power on 
the hills. On these occasions he switched 
over to petrol. A Model A town sedan was 
also owned for a few years. 

Many rallies have been covered on 
the Douglas motorcycle, two of which 
he said stuck in his memory. Both were 
in the North Island. The first National 
Motorcycle Rally was held in Masterton in 
1967 and was quite an event. 

The other occasion was the Wellington 
25th Motorcycle Rally in 1992 held around 
the Wellington area. Quite a bit of running 
was done that weekend also, one entrant 
was heard to remark that he had never 
before seen such a fit motorcyclist. 

John enjoys restoration work, mainly 
motorcycles and apart from the Douglas 
he has a 1911 New Hudson and a 1959 LE 
Velocette which was purchased in 1961. He 
has spent many years on the committee 

of the Nelson Branch including the time 
of the International Rally held in Nelson 
which was a lot of fun. He is still an active 
member of the Club and is a regular at Club 
nights and runs. He was on the organising 
committee for the 2007 Biennial Rally 
held in Nelson. 

Two of his brothers were also Club 
members, the late Ron and late Dennis 
who was a foundation member and Patron 
of the Branch at the time of his passing in 
2008.

John Patrick Magee 
Nelson Branch 
Compiled by June Campbell

John was born in Mosgiel, Otago in 
1934. His grandfather, William Fraser was 
a blacksmith in Outram in the early 1900s 
and had an early interest in cars. There 
was a photograph of his Ford, registration 
no. TC3 which he now thinks was a Model 
N.

In 1952 a few months after starting 
work, John purchased his first car – a 1927 
Austin 7 which had been converted into a 
two-seater.

In 1956 a former classmate, Clive 
Grimsdale introduced him to the Otago 
Branch of the New Zealand Vintage 
Car Club which he joined the following 
year, taking part in a couple of rallies 
and attending the second Irishman 
Rally, camping in the woolshed. Later 
an Everson-Cherub was purchased. This 
was a New Zealand built car which he 
understands was one of three. This had 
a Ford 10 engine in the rear and a front-
wheel drive (Jeep front-end with two 
short casings) and had earlier been seen 
racing at the Dunedin Wharf Circuit. 
This was sold in 1958 when a house was 
purchased. As he was then on the West 
Coast he transferred to the Canterbury 
Branch.

In 1959 a 1929 Austin 7 was purchased. 
This vehicle had been converted to a 
saloon and served him for four years when 
a growing family forced more modern metal 
to be acquired.

After arriving in Nelson in 1969 
involvement in the NZVCC was limited to 
marshalling for the International Rally in 
1972 and a National Rally. Spare time was 
taken up largely with the Nelson Repertory 
Society and restoring the 100 year old 
Theatre Royal.

About 1980, he purchased an Austin-
Swallow and later joined the Swallow 
Register. While in the UK in 1984 he used 
the register to track down four Swallows, 
two in England and one each in Scotland 
and Wales.

Lindsay Wogan 
Nelson Branch 
Compiled by June Campbell

Lindsay was at Christchurch West 
High School with Tyril, the son of early 
Canterbury Branch member Hubert Turtill 
and was taken by them in their 1922 
Cadillac Tourer to a Rally at Ashburton 
in about 1958. He also cycled to the 
Canterbury Rally at the Christchurch 
A&P Showgrounds in November 1958, 
particularly remembering a Vintage versus 
modern wiggle-woggle where a new Lloyd 
car covered a considerable distance on 
two wheels during a race against Peter 
Shaskey’s OM Tourer. Lindsay and Tyril 
took the Caddy on the 1961 Irishman 
Creek Rally – pitching it on its side on a 
muddy track. The entry consisted of about 
seven cars and one motorcycle, a far cry 
from the numbers that participate today.

The first Vintage car he owned was a 
1925 Austin 12/4 Tourer, for which too 
much was paid and finally sold too cheap 

John Magee receiving his award from VCC Hon. 
Secretary/Treasurer Michael Lavender.

Michael Lavender, Lindsay Wogan, John King, 
Gordon Taylor.
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– which set the standard for all of his 
subsequent motor-dealing. Incidentally, he 
sold it (not going) to Ross Haynes who 
towed it away with an Austin 7! At this 
time he was also enthused with motorcy-
cles, gaining his learners’ licence on a 1938 
Ariel Square Four and his full licence on a 
1953 Vincent Black Shadow. (He still gets 
people saying: “So you’re the idiot who ran 
the Vincent on L-plates!”) He subsequently 
ran a 1953 MAC Velocette, a 1923 Indian 
Chief and a WLA Harley all at the same 
time while owning a 1933 J2 MG – fitted 
with a 1500cc BMC motor.

The MG went and he bought a 1925 
Dodge Fast Four Tourer from the late 
Norm King. This was replaced with a 
1930 Ford Model A Fordor sedan which 
provided everyday transport for a number 
of years eventually being replaced by a 
1934 Hudson Eight Sedan – one careful 
lady owner. Boy, did it get a shock!

In 1974 Lindsay took over the editor-
ship of The Hub, the Canterbury Branch 
newsletter which he ran until March 
1976. He had purchased the ex-works 1931 
Brooklands Riley Nine from Don Ransley. 
This was the car which won the first Lady 
Wigram Trophy Race driven by Maurie 
Proctor. Lindsay raced the Riley in the 
Vintage race at Wigram and competed at 
the Otago Branch’s Invermay Hill Climb.

In 1976 Lindsay took a trip to America  
and England where he borrowed a 
1925 Triumph model P motorcycle and 
competed in the Vintage Motorcycle Club’s 
Isle of Man Rally, the Banbury run and 
the Cheltenham Assembly run which was 
great fun. In California he met a bunch 
of “Forever Four” enthusiasts who hot-up 
Model As and Bs and has enjoyed recip-
rocal visits with them since, including 
attending Bonneville Speed Week in 1989. 
After his return from overseas he took the 
Brooklands Riley to Melbourne for the 
50th Anniversary of the Australian Grand 
Prix which involved a week of festivi-
ties culminating in a race meeting at the 
Phillip Island Circuit.

In 1978 he became a founder member 
of the Banks Peninsula Branch, estab-
lishing their newsletter Drip Feed and 
editing it until 1993. The Riley went 
to new owners and was replaced with a 
1927 14/40 Vauxhall Tourer previously 
owned by Garry Moore (later Mayor of 
Christchurch). Lindsay joined the Beaded 
Wheels editorial committee in 1987, a job 
that he thoroughly enjoyed – being a bit 
of a “pedantic creature” – until he left 

Christchurch to 
retire in Nelson 
in 2005. During 
his years in 
Christchurch he 
was employed by 
the Christchurch 
City Council and 
in later times 
he, with his wife 
Ira-Mary, ran the 
Irish Shop in the 
city.

Several years 
before this shift 
he added a 1935 
Brough Superior 
Drophead Coupe 
to his stable. This 
was a very original car bought from the 
late Selwyn “Spud” Jackson and driven 
home to Christchurch.

Lindsay still owns the 14/40 Vauxhall 
– although clambering into the doorless 
body is not getting any easier, the Brough 
Superior (a mysterious ignition malady 
makes it “worth about $3.50 on a bad 
day!”) and his most recent investment, 
a 1935 Austin Seven Special boat-tailed 
two-seater ex-Mike Stanley. Lindsay’s wife 
Ira-Mary, enjoys outings in the A7 and 
loves “George” the Brough but draws the 
line at attempting to enter the 14/40.

He still participates in the sporting trials 
held between Branches, missing out on 
this year’s events being overseas. Lindsay 
hopes there may be one or two old cars and 
motorcycles still to come. 

Ross Jones  
Auckland Branch 
Compiled by Rodger Ball

Ross became interested in Vintage cars 
whilst holidaying in Taumarunui during 
1958. In the same hotel in which Ross was 
staying, he came across the late Earl Gill 
who was on his way to Wanganui for a rally. 
Earl was driving his Vauxhall and Ross 
made mention that he owned a Vauxhall 
14/40 but it didn’t have the original body. 
Earl suggested any suitable New Zealand 
body could be put on the vehicle. Ross 
had seen a Fiat for sale in Feilding a few 
weeks previously and thought this may 
be an option. Upon checking, he found 
the vehicle was still for sale and when 
he inspected this vehicle he found it was 
extremely complete, right down to having 
the original tools and manual with it. Not 
only was the Fiat too good to remove 

the body for the Vauxhall, it was also a 
rare car. The Vauxhall was sold and the 
1923 Fiat 505, which Ross still owns, was 
purchased.

Ross joined the Wanganui Branch of the 
Vintage Car Club on 16 March 1958 and 
attended meetings with Brian Wycherley 
and Andy Thompson.

A car show was put on in Palmerston 
North and interest was very high, so a 
meeting was called to form the Manawatu 
Branch in 1962. Ross became a founding 
member of the Manawatu Branch and 
transferred from the Wanganui Branch.

In 1990 Ross retired and moved to 
Auckland, where he hoped the weather 
would be warmer for Veteran motoring.

Ross transferred to the Auckland 
Veteran and Vintage Car Club during 
the 1992/1993 financial year, where he 
continues to be a member and participates 
in those events specifically for Veteran 
vehicles.

During his time as a member of the 
Vintage Car Club, Ross has competed 
in motoring events, both nationally and 
locally.

Vehicles in Ross’s stable include a 1901 
Locomobile Steamer, a 1907 model K 
Cadillac, a 1908 model L White Steamer, a 
1910 Mercedes 15/20 4 seater tourer and the 
1923 Fiat 505 mentioned above. All of these 
vehicles are restored, with the exception 
of the Mercedes. The latter vehicle was 
purchased by Ross’s father in 1919.

Barry Robert  
Auckland Branch 
Compiled by Rodger Ball

When Barry first applied to join the 
Auckland Veteran & Vintage Car Club, 
Norm Adams was the Secretary and when 

50 Year Awards at the Auckland Veteran & Vintage Car Club Inc. clubrooms on 
Sunday 25 October 2009. From left, Barry and Elva Robert, Ross and Lyn Jones.
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he heard that Barry was the new owner 
of the Robbie Vaughan 1924 Lagonda, he 
ruled that Barry would be accepted as an 
Associate Member until such time that he 
presented a restored car up to the Club’s 
standard. Norm knew the Lagonda and 
the state it was in at that time. This was 
1959 and Barry’s first major run was to 
Morrinsville at Easter 1960 and then in 
1965 the Lagonda was taken to Haast.

In 1961 Horace Robinson, the Auckland 
Veteran & Vintage Car Club’s founding 
President was returned for a second term 
as Chairman and asked Barry to help with 
a museum project that his brother D M 
Robinson was getting under way. Barry 
was appointed as Auckland Veteran & 
Vintage Car Club representative to the 
board of management on what later 
became MOTAT. Barry served on many 
Committees and projects in those early 
years and was made a Life Member of 
MOTAT in 1979. Barry is still registered 
as a volunteer member and keeps in touch 
with the Steam Section and Library on an 
irregular basis.

In 1964 Barry was involved in the 
recovery of the 1915 Renault truck from 
Denis Yates’ farm at Karaka and then 

worked on its restoration, along with 
MOTAT projects, while the Charabanc 
body builders, led by the late Jim Lewis, 
completed the vehicle. Barry is still the 
mainstay of the Charabanc team, which 
meets once a month on a Wednesday 
evening in The Barn at 39 Fairfax Avenue, 
Penrose.

Barry became team leader when a group 
took the Renault Charabanc to Nelson 
in 1972 and it was here that he was given 
the title of “The Gaffer”. To this very day, 
Barry is still affectionately referred to as 
“The Gaffer”. He has used his skills as 
chief engineer to maintain the Charabanc 
over many years of operation.

After seeing the Veteran cars competing 
in the 1965 Haast Rally, Barry started work 
on restoring the remains of a 1909 twin 
cylinder Rover, which everyone thought 
was too far gone, but Barry persevered 
and this vehicle was ready for the 1980 
International Rally in Rotorua.

Barry is currently restoring a 1908 
Rover 6 hp single cylinder, which was seen, 
probably for the first time, at the 2008 
Auckland Branch Gymnic.

Barry served the Auckland Branch 
as Bulletin Editor for eight years, has run 

the Coast to Coast Veteran Run for more 
than twelve years and is currently Branch 
Librarian, a position he has held for nine 
years. During his role as Librarian, Barry 
has catalogued the Library contents and is 
also often seen at swap-meets hunting for 
more books and manuals. Another string to 
his bow seems to be the ability to purchase 
books off Trade Me for the Library. Barry 
also runs a very successful book sale each 
year, where he sells duplicate books and 
then spends these funds for the purchases 
from swap-meets and Trade Me. Almost 
every Thursday evening and Saturday 
afternoon, Barry can be found beavering 
away down in the Library. In recent years, 
he has gathered a group of guys together as 
Assistant Librarians to help.

At the 2007 Annual General Meeting of 
the Branch, Barry was awarded Honorary 
Life Membership of The Auckland Veteran 
and Vintage Car Club, in recognition of 
his many years service to the Auckland 
Branch.

In the year 2008, Barry was awarded the 
John L Goddard Trophy, particularly for 
his dedication to the Charabanc restora-
tion and maintenance.

 bw

50 YEAR AWARDS 

Did you know ……… The 1934 Chrysler Imperial Airflow 
CW was a limited-production upscale version of Chrysler 
Corp's radical new Airflow design. It was the largest and 
heaviest car ever made by Chrysler. The car had the first 
single-piece curved windshield on any production car.

CUSTOM AUTO
GLASS (est,1984)

Do you also know …….. Custom Auto Glass is NZ’s 
Leading Vintage - Classic - Exotic Automotive glass 
manufacturer - Importer - Supplier & Installer.
A proven 25 year history of Customer Testaments for 
Auto Glass servicing  Private - Trade & Insurance 
Customers.
Mobile on site service North Island wide & we ship 
to the South Island.
New Zealand Insurance Companies are fully aware 
of our Unique & Professional capabilities of servicing 
Vintage & Classic Vehicles  

Contact:-
RON HODGSON

2 Reding Street
Takanini
Auckland 2112

Ph:-09 298 6221
Mobile:-027 292 4162
E-Mail:-six-ribbons@clear.net.nz
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good article 
for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will win 
a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a computer 
(any common word-processing programme is okay) and they can be 
posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch  
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a minimum 
four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged)  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Graeme Rice 
and Kees de Langen. Congratulations and thanks for your contribution.  
Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

WIN a limited edition  
Beaded Wheels 
cap!

Between the demise of the radiator-mounted motometers  
and the arrival of electric instruments, the Bourdon tube 
was a common system employed for temperature gauges.

The Bourdon tube uses vapour pressure transmitted in a fully 
enclosed capillary tube to cause deflection of a pointer at the gauge. 
While a reliable device when left undisturbed, it is prone to failure 
at the hands of careless mechanics. Though encased in a helical 
armoured sleeve, the very fine capillary tube linking water jacket 
and dashboard is easily fractured, causing almost immediate loss of 
the volatile fluid inside. Depending upon the route the capillary 
follows through the engine bay and dashboard, its length may 
be as much as two metres. Almost invariably however, breakages 
occur immediately adjacent to the unions at the manifold or the 
instrument head. Fortunately the manufacturer usually supplied a 
generous length of capillary, so it is generally possible to shorten 
a damaged tube while retaining sufficient length. Assuming no 
mechanical damage to the gauge mechanism, repair and recali-
bration is not difficult for anyone competent in using a medium 
wattage soldering iron. 

The process is as follows:
Unsolder the gauge head from the capillary, ensuring that 

solder does not remain blocking the capillary or the hole into the 
gauge.

Thoroughly clean to a bright finish the brass sender bulb, and 
drill a small hole into the tip of the bulb capable of accepting a 
short off-cut of capillary (see diagram) Such an off-cut is perma-
nently soldered in place.

Using a small syringe linked to the bulb by a slim piece of 
rubber tubing, slowly fill the bulb and capillary with ether until 
ether visibly appears at the far end. All air will most readily be 
expelled and replaced if the line is held above the syringe when 
filling.

Remove the syringe, and while lightly pinching the slim rubber 
tube still attached to the bulb, reattach and solder the gauge to the 
capillary.

Remove the rubber tube and firmly crimp with pliers the tip of 
the open stub of capillary.

Lastly, using as little heat and soldering iron contact as possible, 
flow a small blob of solder over the extreme end of the crimped 
tube to seal it.

Should a test of the gauge with the bulb immersed in boiling 
water reveal a low reading, then the bulb and capillary were not 
adequately filled or ether has again been lost. Should it read high, 
then the pinched tube can be nipped back and ether drawn off. 
Obviously the bulb must be cooled down in the cold water before 
nipping back and resealing is attempted.

You may have to shop around to find a chemist able to supply 
ether these days. Remember it is a poison, so you will probably be 
asked to sign for it. Don’t buy a large quantity; a small pill bottle 
would hold enough for several repairs. Always ensure good venti-
lation when ether is uncapped, and replace the cap immediately 
after drawing the liquid into the syringe. Passing out on the floor 
is not the point of the exercise!

The critical part of the process and ultimate success lies in 
keeping heat to a minimum once the bulb and tube have been 
recharged with ether. This is why the gauge is reattached before 
the bulb end is tackled. Even hand-temperature around the bulb 
would be sufficient to eject ether from the line; hence the need for 
firm sealing by crimping prior to blob-sealing with solder.

 bw

The Bourdon Tube Gauge, 
and its Repair
Words by Bill Cockram
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We bought the car sight unseen 
in Christchurch in August 2007 
and drove it back to Auckland 

without any hitches. Jo would likely 
disagree but then she would classify driving 
in the pounding rain on a back road into 
Palmerston North at night with a rapidly 
deflating tyre and several other problems as 
a “hitch” – whereas I prefer to describe it as 
an adventure. 

Bearing that definitional introduction 
in mind, we thought we’d share some of 
the pearls of wisdom that we learnt from 
our recent “adventure” in the South Island 
earlier this year. 

1
Contrary to popular belief (and Popular 

Mechanics) spending a considerable sum 
of money on your car to get a warrant and 
tune up prior to your trip is likely to make 
your car less reliable not more reliable. 
Things that go wrong may include (but are 
not limited to) overdrive slippage, sponta-
neous opening of the driver’s door when 
going over bumps, loss of headlights, loss of 
indicators, loss of battery, loss of charge to 

the replacement battery, loss of hand brake 
followed closely by complete loss of brakes 
due to loss of brake fluid, loss of sanity, and 
partial marriage failure (note: while this 
latter part can be repaired it’s very, very 
expensive to do so).

2  
The back seat of the Series 2 Sunbeam 

Alpine is sufficiently large to accommodate 
a two man tent, air bed and bedding. The 
boot will accommodate a pump for the 
air bed, lamp for the tent and a (Jo would 
say “extremely”) small selection of summer 
clothing. Packing these items is a complete 
waste of time – you will never get to use 
them, except your togs which you will only 
get out in the thermal pools in Hanmer 
Springs to warm up because it’s so bloody 
wet and cold.

3
A new soft top and soft-top to windscreen 

rubber are highly effective at keeping the 
rain out, but only if your windscreen rubber 
seals the windscreen into the frame.

Around The World In 80 Litres 
(of rain)
Words & Photos Ian Finch, Ingram Photos

Marvel at the load carrying capacity… Somewhere between Clyde and Balclutha. The view from Jacksons Bay.

The Canal Road, MacKenzie country.

My wife Jo and I (more me than her) decided that we’d drive our 1961 S2 

Sunbeam Alpine from Auckland to Invercargill and back for our summer holiday. 
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4
Replacing all the door seals is a great 

idea – unless condition three prevails, in 
which case the new seals will simply serve 
to direct a torrent of water down your leg 
and into your shoe.

5
Checking the water in your radiator 

whilst waiting for the Inter-Islander is a 
good idea. Leaving the cap off your radiator 
is not. Beer does not make a good coolant. 
Therefore, when packing for a long trip in 
an old car, beer should possibly be lower on 
the list of essentials than oil and water. It 
also shouldn’t occupy more than one space 
in your top 10. If you are in the position 
of limping to a service station in Spring 
Creek to obtain a replacement radiator 
cap it might pay to look in the engine 
compartment before waiting two hours for 
the replacement – you just might find the 
old cap wedged up against a suspension 
cross member thereby saving yourself a 
wait, and the mechanic a lot of time and 
effort. Footnote: political correctness has 
not found its way to the calendars in the 
workshop of the service station at Spring 
Creek – god bless ‘em.

6
That sulphur smell that started in Taupo 

is not the result of geothermal activity. The 
fact that you can still smell it in Kaikoura 
should serve as a warning. A complete 
failure of your battery in Clyde confirms it.

7
The only thing in the world more 

expensive than a new battery – is a new 
battery in Clyde. 

8
There is nothing, and no-one, inter-

esting in Balclutha. I base this on the 
“lady” (and I use that word reservedly) who 
intimately introduced us to the front of her 
van and her air-horn because we had the 
audacity to pull out from a side road half 
a kilometre before she was due to pass said 
side road. If you are reading this…actually 
who are we kidding? You can’t read. 

9
The voltage regulator in a Series 

2 Sunbeam Alpine is a clever piece of 
apparatus. It contains two sets of points 
that can be adjusted to set the output 
of the generator at a desired level such 

that the battery is charged but not over-
charged. Adjustment in this manner will 
avoid your road trip being plagued with the 
smell of geothermal activity and premature 
expiration of your battery in some of the 
more impoverished parts of the country 
(see 6 and 7 above). But, to the amateur 
motorist, a word of caution – over adjust-
ment will lead to a flat battery and possible 
consequent argument with your significant 
other (see 10 through 15 below).

10 
The shortest distance between two 

points is a straight line. The longest 
distance between two points is the distance 
between your car and the nearest garage 
when you stop to go for a tramp and come 
back to a flat battery – in our case Jacksons 
Bay and Haast’.

11
There is nothing in Jacksons Bay except 

for a wharf, fishermen and sandflies. The 
sandflies outnumber the fishermen by 
about 30 billion to one. It follows that the 
sandflies at Jacksons Bay are hungry. Very 
hungry.

12
Push starting a car full of luggage, your 

wife and 30 billion sandflies is difficult. 
Push starting the same car whilst covered 
in 30 billion of your own sandflies is 
next to (but not completely) impossible. 
Completely impossible things include 
travel at close to, or in excess of, the speed 
of light, perpetual motion, and your wife 
putting the clutch in (after you finally 
manage to jump start your car) to prevent 
it stalling and blocking said fishermens’ 
access to said wharf.

13
In the event of condition 12, three 

things are likely to occur:
• You will stop speaking to your wife;
• Your wife will stop speaking to you;
• Rudee the fisherman will look on  

disinterestedly.

14
It is a proven fact that men will not ask 

for directions. It is a lesser known fact that 
given the choice between asking Rudee 
the fisherman for a jump start and asking 
for directions, nine out of ten men will 
walk back to Haast.

15
In 1966 England won the soccer world 

cup. This date is significant for two reasons. 
Firstly it’s the last time England succeeded 
at anything of note. Secondly it’s the last 
time Rudee the fisherman went to the 
dentist.

16
Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle states 

that locating a particle in a small region of 
space makes the momentum of the particle 
uncertain; and conversely, that measuring 
the momentum of a particle precisely 
makes the position uncertain. If you substi-
tute “dry place” for “particle” and “west 
coast of the South Island” for “small region 
of space” you have Ian and Jo’s Summer 
Holiday principle. With the exception of 
point 17, if there was a dry spot on the 
Island we were not able to locate it in 13 of 
the 16 days we were away.

17
Gravel roads are great fun to drive on 

a nice sunny day – but you have a boot 
rubber for a reason. Man who drives gravel 
road without boot rubber abrasive dick 
(ie your underpants, and any other item 
of clothing in the boot, will fill up with 
dust).

18
People who laugh at the signs in the 

Haast Pass signalling an emergency braking 
ramp 2 kms downhill on a tightly wound 
road (the point being that if your brakes 
fail you would be at warp speed by the 
time you get there) will probably get to 
experience travelling at warp speed down 
a tightly wound road when their brakes fail 
the following day.

19
Ironically, there is no ELO in the juke 

box at the Electric Light Hotel in Reefton. 
There are a large number of bored and 
slightly confused locals for whom anyone 
in matching shoes is an attraction. Be 
warned. And finally…

20 
Scientists at Melbourne University 

recently conducted a study which proved 
that you get less wet walking in the rain 
than running in the rain. The same is not 
true of driving a convertible. The slower 
you go, the bigger the wet.  bw

Sunny Okarito: setting for Keri Hulme’s “The Bone 
People” (in which it also rained a lot).

Somewhere near lake Wakatipu.

Postscript: Jo said that reading this article 
was more fun than our entire summer 
holiday. Although I’ll never admit it, I tend 
to agree. 
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Efficient road closure arrangements, the co-operation of local 
residents, a good supply of hay bales nearby plus a steady 
flow of hot drinks and baking from Kairangi Hall kitchen 

soon saw the task completed to the Speed Steward’s satisfaction.
Briefings for marshals and drivers are an essential part of the 

pre-event activities and with these carried out by the experi-
enced Clerk of Course, Snow van den Broek, practice runs were 
underway right on time at 9.30am.

For many of the participants, this was their first appearance on 
the course, but you wouldn’t know that from the times posted. The 
range of vehicles was again impressively wide, from the 1924 Harley-
Davidson motorcycle ably ridden by Auckland’s Peter Alderdice 
to the ex-rally scene Toyota Corolla Levin so well and successfully 
campaigned by local Waikato Branch member, Clive Robertson.

Period Specials are seen in increasing numbers at this event – a 
situation which perhaps does not please some of the purists. But 
how could one not admire the curvaceous lines of the Danny 
Ryan C Type Jaguar replica in its near British Racing Green colour 
scheme, or be impressed with the speed of the 105E powered Ford 
Anglia driven by Rod McCallum, over from Tauranga.

Post-War class cars predominated in the entry list, from the 
adorable 1948 MG TC brought along for the first time by local 
driver Geoff Wilson, to the sleek 1960 Lotus Elite 51 piloted by 
another first timer on the course, Auckland’s Tony Herbert.

A few spots of rain mid-morning made for some slippery patches 
which required driver caution and were almost the undoing of Joe 
Bruntlett, whose Ford 10 powered Special took an unplanned 
excursion onto the grass verge when the tail wagged under power.

Marshals had been advised in their briefing that one vehicle 
was a methanol burner and this turned out to be the Norton 
powered Mk 8 Cooper 500 brought along by Graeme Brayshaw. 
Sensible driving in the sometimes damp conditions saw Graeme 
save his best till last – 34.52 seconds for FTD on his eighth and 

KAIRANGI FEVER

Like any fever, the Kairangi variety fixes the attention of its victims into a state of nervous and 
restless excitement. This year was no exception, with willing helpers turning up at the rural venue 

south of Cambridge before 7.00am to assist with setting up the course.

2009 Kairangi Hill Climb

Geoff Wilson 1948 MG TC enjoying its first Kairangi outing.

Craig Laing 1958 Buckler DD2 beginning his ascent.

Words  Bob Hayton 
Photos Tom Martin and Ken Woodhouse - FX Photography
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very last attempt. Of course, he headed the HRV class and also 
gained the certificate for Most Improved Performance on the day. 
In quiet contrast, Roy King took his Austin 7 Special up the hill 
at an uncannily regular pace to gain the ‘Most Consistent’ award – 
seven runs with an overall time variation of less than one second! 

Other very consistent runners were Tony Herbert in the Lotus 
Elite and the Alderdice brothers, Peter and Barrie; the Lotus, the 
Harley and the 2500 TC Triumph all having delta figures below 
two seconds for the day.

Ian Patton entered his smart red XK150 which looked right at 
home in the speed environment, but suffered clutch slip to put an 
early end to his day’s competition. Another red car, the MG TF 
campaigned by Gordon Dearlove, was adjudged a well-deserved 
Best Presented Vehicle whilst the PW award went to Craig Laing 

in the 1958 Buckler and the P60 award to a nicely presented Mini 
Clubman GT in the capable hands of Donn White, another 
visitor from Tauranga.

The contributions from a large number of local Waikato 
Branch members to the successful running of the event did not go 
unnoticed, with thanks and compliments being received for a well 
run and enjoyable event. In no small part this would be due to the 
efforts of those who worked tirelessly on the catering side of things 
to prepare drinks, pastries and the now familiar sausage sizzle at 
lunch time. This is a splendid opportunity for members from 
diverse branches to enjoy each others’ company in the middle of 
the day, and for the marshals to meet the drivers, which helps 
make these events so enjoyable for them all.  bw

Awards for the 2009 Kairangi Hill Climb

Historic Racing Vehicle, Fastest Time of Day,  
Most Improved Performance
Graeme Brayshaw 1954 Cooper Norton  
  34.52 seconds
Vintage Vehicle
Richard McWhannell 1929 Austin 7 Dieppe
  51.99 seconds
Post War Vehicle
Craig Laing 1958 Buckler DD2
  36.49 seconds
Post 1960 Vehicle
Donn White 1973 Mini Clubman GT
  39.19 seconds
Motorcycle
Peter Alderdice 1924 Harley-Davidson
  56.90 seconds
Period Special
Rod McCallum 1964 Ford Anglia 105E
  35.86 seconds
Waikato Branch Member
Clive Robertson 1972 Toyota Corolla
  35.41 seconds
Most Consistent Performance
Roy King 1929 Austin 7 Special
Best Presented Vehicle
Gordon Dearlove 1955 MG TF 1500

Opposite page top: All curves and style C Type Jaguar in the hands of Danny Ryan. 
Top Left: Danny Ryan (L) and Gordon Dearlove discuss prospects for the day.  
Top Right: Rod McCallum lets his Ford Anglia show its paces. Middle Right: Clive Robertson, 
1972 Toyota Corolla. Right: Graeme Brayshaw lining up the Cooper Norton for the next curve.  
Below Left: Roy Rowe’s Ford V8-60 Special. Below Right: Roy King stands by as his 1929 Austin 
7 Special gets attention.
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Bevars Binnie, an expat New Zealander living in Melbourne, 
was the buyer. He doesn’t intend taking the car to Australia 
and has it stored awaiting his proposed retirement back in 

New Zealand when he will undertake the restoration. Bevars 
reports the Veteran car scene in Australia is thriving resulting 
in the market for Veteran vehicles becoming very active and 
somewhat expensive. It’s not unusual to have 100 entries attending 
some of their rallies that are generally non-competitive hub type 
events. The Veteran motorcycle scene is also generating a lot of 
interest with bikes changing hands very rapidly and often never 
reaching the market. He knows of many that have been purchased 
and shipped across from New Zealand.

There’s been a flurry of activity in the sheds with the arrival of 
spring. The Oamaru-based Georges are busy preparing to take the 
Overland up to the National Veteran Rally in Hawke’s Bay. By 
then it will be sporting a new set of correct size wheels.

Ian Mitchell has the fuel tank off the Mitchell giving it a 
spring clean. Les Bennett from Ashburton has taken advice from 
his wife and is having a clean up in his shed and intends parting 
with the 1915/16 Dodge that he bought from the Ross collection 
about 30 years ago. 

John Armiger is fitting new front wheels to his 1912 Renault. 
John bought his 95 year old mother-in-law out to a Veteran 
outing recently. In her early years she lived in Wedderburn and 
the family Model T was used to collect necessary supplies from 
Naseby. Tyres were in short supply and punctures were frequent. 
On one occasion the inevitable happened, however the Jackson 
family was well organised, everyone had a job to do, hers was to 
man the jack handle but something went wrong and the jack 
slipped pinning her finger. I know the story is true because she 
still has the finger albeit with a very wobbly end. She also recalls 
travelling many miles on tyres stuffed with straw like the old 
timers talk about.

Our modern day Ford T restorers are hard at it, Tom Stephens’ 
1911, Chris Sheppards and Ken Macklan’s 1915 models and the 
‘15 Model T Ford C cab van belonging to Chris Dyer have all 

In the last issue I commented on the ex-Clem McLachlan 

Hupmobile that was for sale on Trade Me.  

I can now fill in some gaps.

Chris Dyer’s Model T Ford C cab.

The Swift Company progressed from sewing machines to 
bicycles, motor tricycles, and quadricycles and on to cars 
from 1900 to 1931.

My Swift is a 2-cyl 7 hp water-cooled 3 speed gearbox model. 
The bits and pieces were in such bad condition that I brought 
them home in a wheelbarrow. There was half a chassis, two 
motors, two gearboxes, half a diff, one wheel, two rear hubs, one 
magneto and one photo of a lady in a Swift. Where do you start?

I took the scale from the chassis off the wheels because I knew 
the wheels were 21 x 3. Put two sheets of plywood on the floor 
and placed what I had of the original chassis which was half one 
side rail and 4 tubular cross members that were in rather good 
condition and put together like a bicycle frame. This gave me the 
start of a pattern.

The next job was to make half a diff to match the half I had. 
The front axle was sourced from Colin Patterson (Waikato). Now 
I needed some wheels. Ron Carpenter respoked my two rear hubs 
onto 21” motor cycle rims and made two front hubs with rims to 
match. $100 a wheel and cheaper tyres compared to beaded edge.

Now the motor. Sent it to be checked, needed new pistons and 
rings so used Toyota HiAce for the job.

After two years the rolling chassis was sorted. Made one 
not-so-good gearbox out of two; it makes some noise but it’s in the 
box and can’t get out, hopefully.

Fitted the wheels, tyres, diff, gearbox and steering column, put 
in oil and water and with a beer crate for a seat I was off for my 
first ride. Out the gate and round the corner, down the hill and 
round the next corner. On the way home up hill the beer crate fell 
off with me as well. Onward chugged the car until the hill climb 

1913 Swift Cycle Car
Words and photos Bob Taylor

BRASS NOTES 
Words Diane Ross   randross@kinect.co.nz been running. Chris has been collecting parts for this restoration 

since about 1985. The bonnet and new radiator sourced from a 
friend in the USA in 1992 took up residence under the bed for 
safe keeping. The body was originally on the Woodend butcher’s 
van, later serving time as a wood shed and was only available if 
Chris built another woodshed as a replacement. The chassis also 
came from a farm in Woodend. 

The early Oldsmobile fraternity restorations are progressing 
well with John Armiger, Robert Woods, Ashley Ross and Rose 
Preston all having completed running chassis, with bodies ready 
to be mounted in the near future. 

Robert Woods has his 1911 Mitchell on wheels and is waiting 
for body plans to arrive. The 1917 Cadillac belonging to Greg 
Elder as mentioned in the last issue of Beaded Wheels is now at 
the paint shop. Graham Wiblin has been working on the 1908 
Jackson dog cart owned by Ken Woodhead. 

As usual Veteran parts were scarce at the Christchurch Swap 
Meet. It was disconcerting for a Southland couple travelling to 
the swap meet to be followed and subsequently stopped by blue 
and red flashing lights. A young member of the local constabu-
lary approached and asked to inspect the load. To the eye of the 
uninitiated it obviously looked like scrap metal and that has been 
targeted by thieves in his area. An explanation that the assembled 
parts would be restored and become a car left him cap in hand 
shaking his head in disbelief. 

Bob Taylor sent the report on the restoration of his 1913 Swift 
Cycle Car. I’m sure you’ll enjoy it.

  bw
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became too much. A crowd of cheering neighbours was watching 
all this with much amusement.

Yes, there were some big bugs to sort out, so she sat around for 
another two years while I tried to figure out what to do, or was 
it worth it? Meantime I retired and moved to Tauranga. I had to 
have something to do to occupy my time so after building two 
rooms onto the house I decided to stick my neck out and have 
another go.

Never having built a body this was a mission. With 4 proto-
types made out of old wood and cardboard trying to get the 
correct proportions with only the photograph to go by was no 
easy task. I couldn’t figure out why the lady in the photo driving 
the Swift sat nearly over the diff. In my case, even after a lot of 
measurement, I couldn’t reach the steering wheel, and I’m over 
6ft tall. After listing the car with the VCC, I received a call from 
a Swift owner in Gore so I was able to get some measurements. 
The steering column had 300mm cut off so replacing that meant I 
could now reach the steering wheel. I also got some body measure-
ments that saved me a lot of headaches. The body is panelled in 
aluminium. I almost mucked up here but luckily was put right by 
Ivan Allen. I would have put the panels on as a flat sheet but no 
they have to be rolled. Now the body was together, mudguards on, 
windscreen made and fitted and then I had to take it all to pieces 
for painting.

I have painted previously with good success but not this time? 
The first dustcoat on the guards went blotchy so off to the paint 
shop I went. The first thought was contamination but I’d only 
bought the paint the day before. Next question, was there silicone 
or CRC in the shed? The answer being yes I was sold a bottle of 
some concoction. Two drops in a glassful of water, and guess what, 
it was silicone. In the meantime Peter Ash of Waihi suggested 
I leave it alone and he offered to do the job for me. Thanks to 
Peter’s expertise it came out perfectly.

Now after six years of prototypes under the bench my answer is 
sleep on it and all will be solved. I now have a 1913 Veteran that 
seems to go quite well. It looks pretty flash and I’m quite proud of 
my six year apprenticeship.  bw

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.thecarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
CAR MUSEUM

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre

OVERHEATING ENGINE
Introducing a new generation coolant

ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR  BLOWS WATER OUT AFTER
RUNS  NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

                         DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR

                                                                     ENGINE!

7; Intelligence
For further info or technical data etc, call Roy King
Toll Free 0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

      5L or 10L containers $29.50 incl GST per litre, plus freight.
              email   roylking@xtra.co.nz - website www.liquidintelligence115.com.au.

ffti; liquid IntelligencesRemember, one good overheat and
   your valuable engine is stuffed

Boils at 190 deg c  - Water based coolants with no pressure — boil at 100 to 105 deg c and stop 
transferring heat from the engine to the radiator — our new liquid intelligence 115 coolant 
keeps transferring heat right up to 190 deg c . This coolant stays in contact with the hot 
metals (water doesn’t therefore  no moe hot spots and no more cracks — Let  the engine 
go above 100 deg c — it can take it — some air cooled engines run up to 250 deg c.

Total Fill - Use instead of water — no water in system to eat away your alloy heads or rust 
your cylinder block. Get rid of as much water as possible, any water that is left will mix in but 
will reduce the 190 deg boiling point.

High thermal efficiency  - 30% above water based coolants (contact between coolant and 
engine ) as good as any water wetter.

Long Life  - 7 years or 350,000 kms.

Harmless  - Harmless to all alloys — hoses — plastics — radiators — solders — gaskets — etc. 
independantly tested, OEM and Australian standards. Nitrate, Borate, phosphate, silicate 
free to meet European, Japanese and USA coolant standards.

Inhibitors  - Contains long life hybrid organic inhibitors (for extra protection).

Pressure  - No pressure needed to achieve the 190 deg c boiling point, so reduced stress on 
radiator, frost plugs, tanks, hoses etc. Viscosity - No viscosity problems — just tip it in — 
freezes at -56 deg c.



HUNUA 100 RALLY 
Auckland Branch

Words John Stokes
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This year’s Auckland VCC Hunua 
100 Rally was blessed with good weather 
throughout the event. The pre-rally 
get-together on Saturday saw a smallish 
crowd attend a parts auction where good 
bargains were to be had, as most people 
kept their hands in their pockets. 

The rally itself started from the Karaka 
Hall a few miles west of the Papakura 
off-ramp. The starter’s list showed 79 
entrants, but a few late entries had pushed 
this into the mid 80s and there was quite 
a varied field. The entry list shows one 
Veteran, (Barry Birchall’s 1912 Cadillac), 32 
Vintage, 15 PV, seven PWV and 17 P60V. 
There were about ten out-of-branch entrants, 
the most notable being Wellingtonian Hal 
O’Rorke who travelled the 400 plus miles 
to the event in his 1958 Austin A95. Quite 
a number of Hunua stalwarts were present 
including three generations of the Dewhurst/
Winterbottom families with the ‘25 Essex 6 
and the ‘28 Sunbeam 16.9 and three genera-
tions of the Roberts/Bovis families with the 
‘14 Velie, ‘28 Model A phaeton, ‘39 Pontiac 
and 1948 Chev Fleetmaster. The sporty 
side was represented by Kim Heppner’s 
1925 Sunbeam 20/60, Sue Coleman’s 1928 
Crossley, Ellie Pye’s 1970 Jaguar E Type, 
John Rummery’s 1955 Swallow Doretti and 
David Wescott’s 1973 Triumph TR6. There 
were several MG Bs entered as well. Peter 
Alderdice’s 1924 Harley-Davidson was the 
oldest of the four motorcycles attending. 
Alan Eyes, and Hans Dorbeck provided a 
commercial touch with the 1942 Ford V8 
pickup and the Bedford school bus. Dick 
Langridge and George Urquhart looked 
after luxury with their 20/25 Rolls-Royces. 
Jack Nazer’s 1927 Delage DI was the only 
continental marque.

A few new aquisitions were seen. These 
included Leigh Shaw’s 1937 Dodge sedan 
and Darren Nelson’s 1924 Essex 6. Roy 
Sharman was seen luxuriating in a 1934 
Dodge. This car was at one time owned 
by merchant banker Alan Gibbs and Roy 
reckons it has ruined his taste for collecting 
small English Vintage cars

The run itself travelled over traffic-free 
sealed back roads in Franklin County, 
skirting Patumahoe, Pukeowhare and 
Waiuku. Then we travelled up the Awhitu 
Pennisula via Tauranguru, Kohekohe, 
Pollock and Matakawau to the lunch 
break at Awhitu Regional Park, where Yogi 
Schollit and helpers had the barbeque set 
up. After lunch it was down the eastern 
side of the peninsula and back to Waiuku, 
Glenbrook and the finish at Karaka Hall. 
A number of competitors were caught out 
at Cuff Road in the morning section and 
possibly in Waiuku township as well. More 
were caught out just after the lunch break 
and one or two with Pollock Wharf Rd.

The evening social was very well 
attended and our clubrooms were full. 
Rally plotters Glenn and Marion Morris 
deserve full praise for their choice of roads 
and full thanks should be given to the 
marshalls, several of whom are keen rallyists 
themselves and thus forsook the pleasures 
of the day to help make the event work. 
RESULTS
First Overall and First Fast Vintage
Colin & Pam Bell  1931 Chev
Slow Vintage
John & Janice Gardner  1928 Ford Model A 
Veteran
Barry & Nicola Birchall  1912 Cadillac
Motorcycle
Peter Alderdice  1926 Harley-Davidson 
PV 
John & Shirley Foot  1937 Buick
PWV
Merv & Judy Stowers  1959 Humber 80
P60V 
Alf & Rosmeri Williams  1964 MG B
Age Mileage Trophy 
Hal & Ann O’Rorke 1958 Austin A95

RALLY SNIPPETS

Hunua 100: John Akersten’s 1931 Morris Minor and John Willmott’s 1961 Sunbeam Rapier.
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Barry Birchall’s 1912 Cadillac.

Barry Robert’s 1924 Lagonda 12/24.
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MOPED-SCOOTER RALLY  

Words Colin Fleet

WORLD’S MOST SOUTHERN 
MOPED- SCOOTER RALLY TO 
STEWART ISLAND.

One day a group of five Southland 
Vintage Car Club members had just 
finished one of many moped runs and 
were chatting away and saying what a 
good day it had been.

Somebody suggested doing the world’s 
most southern moped run which had 
never been done before. And you can’t get 
any further south than Stewart Island!

On 17 and 18 October a group of 30 
including riders from Waimate, Dunedin, 
Cromwell, Balclutha and Queenstown 
chartered a boat which left Bluff and 
headed into choppy waters of Foveaux 
Straight with some of the bikes getting a 

real drenching. It was lumpy. Everyone was 
rather green. One traveller only lasting 
nine minutes before being compelled to 
have a closer look at the waves from the 
side of the boat. After lurching off the boat 
at Halfmoon Bay the group toured around 
the island on their assorted mopeds.

Stewart Island will never be the same, 
shrouded in blue smoke from the 2 stroke 
fumes. An awful lot of breakdowns thanks 
to the 12 miles of hilly roads on the island. 
The group retired to the South Seas Hotel 
for dinner and some music provided by 
club members. The locals loved it.

The next day was spent on a fishing 
trip before heading home to wives, bank 
managers, and mortgages. The group don’t 
plan to have another Stewart Island trip 
for a while yet as it’s pretty expensive and 
time consuming. It was however a fabulous 
weekend to remember.

MAORI MOTORCYCLES AND 
CENTURY CARS
ISBN 978-0-473-15128-7
Author Peter Barnett
Paper back, 199 pages, A5 size
Review by Kevin Clarkson

This limited first edition is published by the 
author Peter Barnett, Peter is a member of 
the Canterbury Branch of the Vintage Car 
Club.
The book is a biography of two New Zealand 
designers, Albert Richard Bannister and 
Thomas George Johns.
I believe that many of us particularly the 
older among us, in the motorcycle world 
would have heard of the Maori motor-
cycle but know little more than that such 
a machine existed. This book deals with 
that and gives us a very full account of this 
venture right from the start to the finish, 
which regrettably happened without major 
production of the machine. There is consid-
erable coverage of the variable speed gear 
drives that were developed for motorcycles 
and the various engineering concepts are 
fully covered.
The book also covers the Century car which 
was an attempt to produce a small car for a 
sale price of £100 and the book covers the 
complete history of the companies that were 
involved in bringing this car to fruition.
There is also some history of the Park 
Racecourse, Gisborne, as it seems likely 
that the Maori motorcycle raced there for a 
period of time.
Peter has done some massive research to 
bring you this history and it is as well he 
has done so as we have in one volume a 
massive amount of information about this 
early attempt to manufacture motorcycles, 
variable speed drives and finally a low cost 
car in New Zealand.
The book can be purchased directly from 
the author at barnettfamily@paradise.net.nz

book review

Colin Fleet starting wet Moped.

Group around mopeds at Pub.

Bill Veitch looking for directions. Gerry Pethick supervising repairs.

Ferg McDowell cruising.
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BEHIND THE WHEEL

DELAHAYE 135 CUSTOM ROADSTER
Words & Photos Allan Wylie

Le Mans Speedster

Emile Delahaye’s engineering company started making 
automobiles at Tours in central France in 1894, the first 
models belt-driven by one and two-cylinder engines. 

His career in the industry was to be short, with ill-health 
bringing about his retirement from the business in 1901 
and death four years later. The company that bore his name 
would continue making cars in Paris for a further 49 years, 
swallowing Delage in 1935 and being swallowed itself by 
Hotchkiss in 1954. Until the early 1930s, cars were not the 
only or even the main type of motor vehicle made by Delahaye, 
with trucks, military vehicles, fire engines and even motor ploughs 
constituting the bulk of Societe Des Automobiles Delahaye’s 
business. Their cars during this period were generally worthy but 
uninspiring although a 2.6 litre V6, reportedly built just before 
WWI, sounds interesting.

In 1934 the Societe produced an 18cv car with a 3.2 litre 
straight six-cylinder engine based on one of its truck powerplants. 
This was followed in 1935 by the 135 model, the engine now 
enlarged to 3.6 litres, and one of these is the subject of our test. 
The 135 was a very successful model for Delahaye in the sporting 
field and these sporting activities were boosted by the involve-
ment of American heiress Lucy O’Reilly Schell, whose son, Harry, 
was to become a Formula One driver post WWII. Mrs. Schell 
sponsored development of Delahaye’s racing and rally cars and 
variants of the 135 won both the Monte Carlo rally and the Le 

Mans 24 hour race. The 135 chassis was also a favourite of French 
coachbuilders Chapron, Figoni et Falaschi and Letourneur et 
Marchand, all of whom produced some elegant and flamboyant 
designs on this platform.

The body on the test subject was inspired by a drawing 
published in Automobile Quarterly in 1982 and confusingly 
captioned Le Mans Speedster. A customer of Auto Restorations 
approached the company with this drawing and asked “Can you 
build this for me?” On being told “Yes, if you can supply a suitable 
donor chassis”, the customer shipped a 135 Delahaye with a rather 
nondescript saloon body to New Zealand and work began. The 
saloon body was removed and the present body constructed, using 
aluminium for the main body, doors, bonnet and boot lid, and 
steel for the wings. The steering column had to be extended and 
lowered and the pedals moved rearward to suit the new driving 
position.
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DELAHAYE 135 CUSTOM ROADSTER
Words & Photos Allan Wylie

Delahaye’s sporting success was achieved without complicated 
or advanced mechanical design. An American Delahaye owner 
once described his engine to me as “like a Chevy six with triple 
carbs” and that sums it up pretty well. The engine capacity is 
almost identical to the 216 Chevrolet and, like the Chevy, there 
is a single camshaft in the cast iron block operating the overhead 
valves via pushrods and rockers, all enclosed behind a pressed steel 
side plate and rocker cover, also reminiscent of Chevrolet practice 
except that the camshaft and side plate are on the opposite side. 
The iron cylinder head is a bit more sophisticated than the Chevy 
though with each intake valve having its own port, and the 
combustion chambers being of an arguably more efficient design. 
Three Solex 40 PAI carbs supply the fuel mixture and a cast iron 
exhaust manifold unites the three ports into a single pipe. The 
chassis design is like the engine – sound and well executed without 
unnecessary complication. The frame itself is of ladder type with 
box section side rails and a central stiffening structure comprising 
an oval-section driveshaft tunnel and diaphragms between the two 
middle crossmembers. The front crossmember is a ferrous casting 
that incorporates mounting points for the radiator, front spring 
and steering idler. Front suspension is independent with the single, 
transverse leaf spring doing double duty as the lower control arm 
and the upper arm consisting of a short, tubular link. Deep-section 
radius arms locate the wheels fore and aft and also take care of 
brake torque reaction. All pivot points incorporate bonded rubber 

bushes. The rear suspension is classic Hotchkiss design with the 
live axle located solely by two leaf springs. Transversely-mounted 
friction dampers are at each corner. The brakes are huge, almost 
filling the 18-inch wheels, and are cable-operated in an era when 
most manufacturers were moving to hydraulic operation. 

The most technically interesting feature of the car is the 
Cotal gearbox. This four-speed design, in common with pre-select 
and most automatic transmissions, obtains its different ratios by 
planetary gear trains. What sets it apart from these others though 
is that the ratios are engaged by electromagnets rather than by 
hydraulic or mechanical means. Large iron discs resembling clutch 
pressure plates have copper wire coils let into grooves in their 
faces, and when one of these coils is energized the disc is “sucked” 
into contact with an opposing iron disc so tightly that drive is 
transmitted from one to the other. A normal-looking gear lever 
sprouts from the floor but this serves only to select forward, neutral 
and reverse. The various ratios are controlled by a tiny lever in an 
aluminium gate mounted on an outrigger from the steering column 
so the driver may flick through the gears without removing his or 
her hand from the wheel. There is nothing pre-select or automatic 
about the process, the gears change only when the driver moves 
the lever, as one electromagnet is switched off and another is 
switched on. One novel by-product of this arrangement is that 
four speeds are available in reverse as well as forward but internal 
gearing means the reverse ratios are lower. Bugatti, who used 
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Cotal boxes in some Type 57 cars, advised that only third gear 
should be used in reverse “to avoid excessive torques”. The clutch 
is conventional, dry with a single driven plate.

The skimpy body means that the cockpit is not exactly spacious 
and the 465 mm diameter steering wheel runs close to the driver’s 
thighs. It might be tempting to fit a smaller wheel but I was glad 
of the leverage provided by the standard one when there was some 
strenuous manoeuvering to be done. The contoured bench seat 
is comfortable and supportive. The car’s owner had specified a 
dash full of instruments so an engine-turned aluminium panel was 
made and furnished with a speedometer, rev counter, ammeter, 
fuel gauge, oil pressure gauge and thermometers for oil and water. 
Flashing turn signals have been discreetly fitted as a concession 
to use in modern traffic so the dash also contains a switch and 
warning light for these, as well as the usual ignition and wiper 
switches, cold start knob and starter button. Light switches are in 
the form of stalks on the steering column.  

Only the rear carburettor sports an enrichment device for 
cold starting but this arrangement works well enough and the 
engine fires up readily, hot or cold. To get under way, the clutch 
is depressed and the forward-neutral-reverse lever placed in the 

forward position. First gear is selected by flicking the tiny lever 
into the slot marked “1” in the gate and the clutch is engaged 
in the normal way. When it’s time to change up, declutch, flick 
that little lever into the next slot and release the clutch. It’s this 
releasing of the clutch that requires a slightly different technique 
from a normal manual gearbox. At first, you feel what you think 
is the clutch taking up so you remove your foot from the pedal 
quickly, only to feel a jerk as it does take up and you realize 
that what you felt was the electromagnetic clutch in the Cotal 
engaging, not the main clutch. It requires just a slight change of 
timing, a split-second pause for the electromagnet to do its job 
before you engage the main clutch, to change gears as slickly and 
quickly as you like. It is possible to change gear without using the 
clutch, and in a no-load situation I can’t see it doing any harm, 
but Cotal do not recommend it under any circumstances. Due to 
residual magnetism in the electromagnetic clutches, the car wants 
to creep when it is stationary with the engine running and the 
gear selector in “electrical neutral”, so mechanical neutral should 
be selected with the forward-neutral-reverse lever if you want to 
give your clutch foot a rest while stopped at the lights.

The Cotal clutch
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Once into top gear and up to cruising speed the car’s other 
traits become apparent. The steering box is a typically French 
and typically good worm, nut and stirrup design. The ratio is 
fairly high and the steering geometry gives a strong self-centering 
action so there is no lack of “feel” for the driver. The exhaust 
note, modified as it is by the fishtail on the tailpipe, is pleasant 
enough, but the fact that the manifolding is a six-into-three-into-
one and not a six-into-two design means that the sound is more 
Bedford than Jaguar. The ride is pretty comfortable, a little on 
the soft side of sporting, and this was achieved by removing a 
number of leaves from both front and rear springs to compensate 
for the much-reduced weight of the new body compared with the 
old. Considerable experimentation was required to arrive at the 
optimum settings, damping, too, being reduced in concert with 
the spring rates. Brake pedal travel is long and spongy and would 
perhaps be disconcerting to drivers used to all-disc hydraulic 
systems. Stopping power is actually quite good though, as one 
might expect from such big drums, and once you get used to the 
fact that hard braking requires a long push, the brakes are fine. 
Cruising at the legal limit feels effortless, with a lot of throttle and 

many revs still in reserve, and you gain an inkling of how easy it 
would be to set really fast point-to-point times on, say, the Monte 
Carlo Rally. The engine’s torque is spread over a wide rpm range, 
no surprise in view of its heavy haulage ancestry, so it’s easy, on 
a winding road, to leave third gear engaged for mile after mile, 
letting the revs drop to 1500 or so in the tighter corners and still 
pulling away lustily with just a squeeze of throttle. This flexibility 
is almost a shame as the Cotal is so nice to use you find yourself 
making up excuses to change gear when you don’t really need to. 
Maximum RPM is 5000 but there’s no need to go anywhere near it 
unless you’re really in a hurry.  

This 135 Delahaye is fine example of a classic sports car built to 
be driven for pleasure and not for mundane tasks like simply 
conveying its occupants from place to place. The recipe of a large, 
lightly stressed engine in a light chassis works as well in the 
Delahaye as it does in a Railton or an AC Cobra. All are well-
mannered and easy to drive slowly, yet lively performance is just a 
matter of opening the throttle and away you go.  bw
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RALLY UPDATE

Registration Of Interest
People are slowly registering their interest 
on the website. To date we have 191 people 
signed on. Countries which have members 
that have registered interest include 
Australia (18), Canada (8), Finland (1), 
USA (7), Hong Kong (1), Scotland (1), 
South Africa (1) and Sweden (1).

As a result can you help?
Doug & Shauna Veale 
ddescoverley@shaw.ca
British Columbia
They have contacted us with the idea 
of being able to borrow a vehicle for the 

rally. It is a pity that we do not know what 
their interests are but if you would like to 
help please contact them by e-mail.

Function Secretary
With all large rallies the need for a person 
to act as a function secretary to sort 
invitations, prepare them and then arrange 
for them to be sent and replies finalised is 
an important job.
Associated with that is a whole range of 
protocols.
With that in mind we asked Ruth Findlay 
if she would take over that responsibility 
and she has agreed.

Ruth Findlay
Ruth Findlay is a retired 
Office Administrator 
who was Executive 
Assistant to the Chief 
Executive of the Ministry 
of Transport from 1988 
to 2000. During this 
time she assisted four 

CEOs in the day-to-day running of the 
office, and was co-organiser of the 1998 

VCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540  info@rally2012.co.nz

Standard
̋NŌ MURI PŪKENGA KŌ MUA PŪAWAI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

Shipping and Ports Conference which 
the Secretary for Transport convened on 
behalf of the New Zealand Government. 
In her spare time she was also a member of 
the organising committee for the AAPNZ 
Stars 2000 Conference.
After leaving the Ministry of Transport in 
2000, Ruth worked at Massey University 
and Child Youth and Family in executive 
assistant roles. Her last assignment 
was committee secretary on Massey’s 
Wellington Campus in 2005/6.
Ruth has just finished 4 years as Editor 
of the Wellington Branch newsletter, 
The Motoring Spirit, and as required in its 
constitution did not seek re-election at the 
last AGM. She has been appointed Scribe 
to Beaded Wheels for 2009/10.

Commercial Vehicles
We would like to know of any members 
who own certified commercial transport 
vehicles. We have a number of potential 
sponsors who would like to be associated 
with such a vehicle. If you have such a 
vehicle and would like it to be considered 
for use on the rally please contact Clive 
Witham Rally Secretary with all the 
information on your vehicle.

Rally Entry Registration
Rally entries will be released on line at the 
beginning of March. As stated previously 
we are hoping to keep the registration 
at around $450. We will place online 
payment facilities where people will be 
able to register by instalments if they so 
wish.

The address bar of your internet browser is at 
the top of the screen and if you use Internet 
Explorer the page will look similar to this:

To find the VCC Rally 2012 website
Type the website address into the 

address bar of the internet browser on your 
computer.

Website address for the 2012 Rally is 
www.vccrally2012.co.nz 

We are currently designing new forum 
and profile features for the website and it 
is expected the draft version will be loaded 
this month. Please feel free to use this to 
ask more specific questions and to provide 
opinions and feedback for the organisers.

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

 

 

 

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS 
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS 

ENGINE BEARINGS, 
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

UNDER THE NEW 
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS
WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST

CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES
Late model 3 piece oil rings now available



 Beaded Wheels 33 Beaded Wheels 33

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST. 
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and state their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8140, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE
18 INCH TYRES  For Sale, 2 x Garfield new $600 
pair,  3 x 475/500 Dunlop Goldseal 1 new all 9 mm 
tread $750, 1 x 475/500 Firestone new recap $175, 
1x 475 Firestone new recap $175, 1 x 500 Olympic 
casing $50, 2 x 600x16 Firestone casings $80 pair, 
Phone 07 3789 226

1924 CHRYSLER FOR SALE,  originally a tourer but 
had been cut down and converted into a truck 
when I purchased it for restoration around 1979. 
Has two motors and two gearboxes. Has been in 
storage for the last 20 years. Offers. Phone 06 877 
7507, Cell 021 0222 9212.

1939 MG VA DROPHEAD COUPE.  Genuine 4 seater. 
1.5 litre 4 cyl engine. Ivory with red interior. New 
battery and tyres. Mechanically excellent. Matching 
numbers. Built in jacks and lube system. VA 1939  
number plate. $60,000 no offers. Gary Wall, 06 306 
9826.  MEM

1950 FORD 10 PREFECT.  Rego on hold, converted to 
12 volt system. Needs engine work and restoration. 
$700 firm. Fair condition. For more info phone Ted 
07 848 909, Te Kuiti.

1963 AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE MK II.  Rare left hand 
drive model with knock-on wheels. No rust. Tidy, 
original condition. Runs well. Rego on hold. Spare 
parts included with sale. $12,000 ono. Phone 03 
578 1435 Blenheim or email firekat22@yahoo.co.nz 
 MEM

1976 TRIUMPH 2.5TC AUTO.  Original condition, 
almond paint. No rust, goes well a tidy car. Mileage 
154,621 kms, reg & WOF. $3,000 ono. Phone 03 
434 9116, Oamaru.  MEM

8” SPLIT RIM WITH CONNECT FASTENER  VERY 
GOOD CONDITION. Lucas 7” headlight a complete 
original unit, with Lucas branded glass, as removed 
40 years ago from a 1948 350cc Royal Enfield. Rim 
has minor dents, reflector needs replating, shell has 
no rust or dents. Has bulbs and original wires still 
attached. Phone/fax 07 853 7611 with offers.

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish.  
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum Advance Units.  
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED.  

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa,  
Manukau City, 2576. 

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

COACHBUILDER  Re-wooding, panelwork, 
fabrication, fibreglass work of Vintage and 
Classic cars. Full or part restorations. For all your 
restoration requirements phone Davies Coachworks 
03 310 6691 cell 027 330 9581 Rangiora. Qualified 
Coachbuilder. Veteran•Vintage•Classic 

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

B&B WORCESTERSHIRE UK
 NZ EX-PAT HOSTS  

We are a small B&B situated in  
Stourport-on-Severn in Worcestershire.  

We are centrally located for many VSCC activities 
– close to Shelsley Walsh and Prescott Hillclimbs 
and other motorsport venues. Apart from this, 
Stourport is central to many other attractions 

that the Midlands have to offer. It is adjacent to 
the Wyre Forest with its many walking trails and 

outdoor pursuits. The Severn Vintage Railway 
is at nearby Kidderminster and travels through 

to historic Bridgnorth, which is close to the 
Ironbridge Gorge, the birthplace of industry. Our 
B&B is in the heart of the town and has en suite 

facilities and off street parking.  
Please email junehearne372@btinternet.com 

for further details. 

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598. Cell 021 109 1309 or 
Email martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

DECOVIA  Annual Art Deco Clothing and 
Collectables sale Saturday January 30 2010. 
10am-3pm Army Hall, off North end Marine 
Parade, Napier. Three weeks before Napier Art 
Deco Weekend. Large selection of ladies and 
gents deco, Vintage and retro clothing and 
accessories. Traders from all over the North Island.  
Spaces from $30, email decovia@gmail.com. 
Phone 027 2416 137.
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PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.U 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Manukau 2025, Auckland. Phone 09 278 
3888 evenings.

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your Vintage 
woodwork requirements, I can reproduce your car’s 
woodwork from original parts, patterns and photos. 
Model A parts made to order, also Morris Traveller 
Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau 
St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 327 6164.

VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.

BEADED WHEELS  From No. 15 September 1958 to 
No. 200 Feb/March 1993. Phone/Fax 03 942 1105 
ronhasell@clear.net.nz  MEM

BMW R80 1986 MONO $3,000 ONO.  IZH Planeta 
1973 Russian 350 single project $400. Honda TL200 
twinshock trials $1200. I am looking for a restored 
or very good condition Triumph 3TA/5TA or similar 
motorcycle. Ph 03 960 2122 or andypushrod@
hotmail.com  MEM

DISTRIBUTOR POINTS SETS –  high quality Bremi.  
Mostly Continental and Japanese 1950s/1980s 
but have some British and American points 
made in Europe. Marelli, Ducellier, Bosch, Pal,  
SEV manufacture for Alfa, Fiat, Peugeot, VW, 
Renault and Skoda. Hitachi manufacture for 
Datsun, Isuzu, Mazda. Price $10 a set plus p & p.  
Contact Bruce Madgwick, phone 09 276 6756  
email bruce.wilma@paradise.net.nz   MEM

FOR TENDER LARGE QUANTITY OF WWII JEEP  
PARTS. Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. For more information phone 06 368 
3855.  MEM

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New York Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

ANYONE RESTORING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING  
cars listed below, built between 1917 - 1923 I may 
have engine parts. Prices just above scrap value 
plus packaging and freight Apperson, Champion, 
Courier, Dort, Elgin, Farmer, Hollier, Kelsey, 
Maibohm, Parenti, Premocar, Washington. Contact 
Barrie Grant, grantbl@xtra.co.nz    

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

Red or Black radiator hose

Call for a FREE 64-page illustrated 
catalog filled with thousands of  

hard-to-find period accurate restoration 
supplies and accessories  

or visit our website to download one.

Restoration Supply 
Company

“The Right Stuff”

Springs

Mirrors

Motometers

Moldings

Fluid Fittings

Priming cups

Grease cups
NOS Connectors

Threaded rivets

Phone: 1-760-741-4014     Fax: 1-760-739-8843
info@RestorationStuff.com
ww.RestorationStuff.com

International Shipping Available.

ATTENTION MEMBERS 
Please Contact The National Office Of Any Changes Of Address Or Sales/Purchases Of Vehicles

MAGAZINE COLLECTORS –  A VERY RARE 
OPPORTUNITY. Motorcycling magazines from 1913. 
Just five missing 21 October, 18, 25 November and 
9, 30 December from complete set. In unmarked 
near perfect condition for age. The Cyclecar 
number 3 11 December 1912 similar condition as 
Motorcycling magazines. Phone/fax 07 853 7611 
with offers.

MOTORCYCLE 8” HEADLIGHT LUCAS TYPE  DU142 
in excellent condition circa 1939. No dents or rust 
comes with near new old stock Lucas rounded glass 
and reflector with bulb and fittings. Rim needs 
minor dents repaired, has ammeter and switch 
carrier screwed to top rear of shell switch in good 
condition, there is no ammeter. 8” rim reflector, 
glass unit with new bulb holder and wiring 
attachment. Rim has four minor dents reflector 
needs replating. Am not sure if it is Miller or Lucas. 
Phone/fax 07 853 7611 with offers.

GILLY-MAYDE HOOD IRONS  for sale ex. Stock. 1915 
Dodge 4 Tourer, 1924 Dodge 4 Tourer, 1923 Ford T 
Tourer, Series 0ne Morris 8 Roadster. We make hood 
irons to order for Vintage cars, Hot rods. Horace 
Guilford. 60 Somme Parade Wanganui. Phone 
021 160 6965 A/h 06 345 3497 Email hguilford@
infogen.net.nz

ATTENTION VCCNZ MEMBERS
You will receive your membership renewal 

invoice in February 2010.
Payment for these are always due by the 

31 March.
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome  

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

1965 TRIUMPH TIGER 100 500CC TWIN, 
 $8,500 ono. New registration and WOF. Receipts 
are available for work completed on bike, good 
reliable runner. Ready to go. Phone Nigel 03 302 
8876.  MEM

1949 ROVER 75(P3) BLACK OVER RED  For sale 
or swap. Midway through rolling restoration. A 
lot completed but still plenty to do. Registered 
and near new WOF $5,500 or swap for late Rover 
P4 (100 or 110) in similar condition. Would much 
prefer swap. Phone 03 542 2245 (Nelson area)

1934 WILLYS 77 SEDAN,  fully restored. $18,000 
ono. Ph 03 578 1435 or 0274 303 001 (Blenheim). 
  MEM

VINTAGE AUSTIN 7 SALOON.  Rare smooth 
bonnet 1930, deluxe model. WOF & Reg. All 
original car, painted and upholstered in 2006. All 
you need to do is drive and enjoy. One free year’s 
membership to the Vintage Austin Register. Car 
in Christchurch. Sensible offers to 03 382 9199 or 
email warwick.stephens@xtra.co.nz   MEM

MOPED EXPRESSWERKE 1955  2 speed. 
Respoked wheels new tyres and tubes electrics 
overhauled. Offers phone John White 03 572 8533  
email jm.white@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1937 PACKARD 6 CYL TOURING SEDAN.  
 Full body off restoration completed in 1995, for 
the Pan Pacific Rally in Christchurch. Only 18,000 
miles travelled since, new radials fitted 3000 miles 
ago. Great reliable touring car $25,000.00 Phone 
07 552 4725 Tauranga  MEM
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MOTORCYCLING MAGAZINES 1953.  Notes in tidy 
handwriting have been made, regarding content, on 
the top portion of the front cover on many issues. 
Otherwise in good to excellent condition. Spring 
buyers Guide, two TT Issues and two show numbers 
in colour and unmarked. 1954 similar condition as 
1953 with only March 11 – 18 – 25, April 8, 15, 22, 
May 6, 13, and July 15 and 22 missing. Phone/fax 
07 853 7611 with offers.

ROVER MOTORCYCLE FRAME AND FORKS.  1915 
gearbox model. Good condition. Phone John 04 528 
5589   MEM

THE COLLECTION OF THE LATE PHIL ORNSTIEN  will 
be coming on the market, comprising: 1927 20.9 
Sunbeam Tourer, 1929 16.9 Sunbeam Saloon, 1967 
Sunbeam Tiger, 1972 Mercedes SL Roadster. These 
cars are used – not museum pieces. Expressions of 
interest to Brian, phone 09 236 0691.  MEM

TRIUMPH CIRCA 1938 250CC T70 PARTS.  Flywheels, 
conrod, drive side mainshaft cylinder head in good 
condition, barrel very good, sleeved to +030” 
oversize. New +020” piston, high compression 
7.8. Rocker boxes complete with rockers, spindles, 
spacers, with drive side. Steel support and pushrod 
covers. Plus very rare timing side double ball 
race self-aligning bearing. 350cc T80 crankcases 
repairable, T80 barrel good with one chipped fin. 
Primary chain-case for above. Rear half excellent 
all threads perfect, front half needs repair in area 
of engine main shaft shock absorber nut. Phone/fax 
07 853 7611 with offers.

TYRES, SET OF FIVE UNUSED 730X130 DUNLOP  
Beaded Edge Tyres  $1250 lot. Now surplus to 
requirements. Phone Neil 09 298 7162 or email: 
nimble@xtra.co.nz.   MEM

VETERAN DODGE TOURER PROJECT.  Complete with 
early chassis and low radiator early front and rear 
axles and 25 inch wood felloe wheels and good 
rims. Rear body tub, windscreen frame, good set of 
hood irons and bows, set of original side curtains. 
Speedos, mags, lights, hub caps, starter generators 
etc very little to find, must sell, need shed space. 
$5,000. Les Bennett. Ashburton. Phone 03 308 
4705 or 027 612 1160   MEM

1960 WILLYS JEEP STATION WAGON  model 
“Maverick” quite rare. Highest or any tender not 
necessarily accepted. For more information please 
phone 06 368 3855.  MEM

1930 FORD MODEL A TUDOR.  Professionally 
restored to a very high standard, a stunning car. 
Reg & wof. $65,000. Phone Charles 03 358 5622, 
Christchurch.   MEM

1942 JEEP.  Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. For more information please telephone 
06 368 3855.  MEM

CLASSIC TYRES FIRESTONE WHITEWALL   
670 x 15 NOS, 11 available, $320 each. Olympic 
tyres 650 x 16, 16 available, $210 each. Phone 021 
780 114.  MEM

1928 FORD MODEL A ROADSTER PICKUP  
Estate of Ross Clifford. Concours winner. 4 new 
tyres. Log since restoration available for viewing. 
$25,000 ono. Phone Michael Kingsbury. 03 308 
8017 or 027 433 1330.  MEM

MINI 1000 1971.  Good runner, recent repaint 
current WOF and reg. $3,250 ono. Vehicle housed 
in Whangarei. Phone 09 434 6457.  MEM

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______
Renewal sent to: (if different from above):

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______

CHRISTMAS IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER

give the gift that lasts a year
Why not treat someone special to a gift that lasts all year? By becoming a subscriber to Beaded Wheels you 
can save 10% on the newstand price and guarantee that you don’t miss a single issue at the same time. 

 subscription form
Please send a subscription for

 6 Issues - New Zealand $33 (inc p&p)

 6 Issues - Australia NZ$65          6 Issues - Elsewhere NZ$86 

Payment by   Cheque 

  Credit Card Expiry Date: __ /__ /
 Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Number    

Name on Card:_________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: __________________________________________________

Beaded Wheels

Post to: FREEPOST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141
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1930 FORD MODEL A TUDOR  Professionally 
restored in Invercargill 2002. Twelve South Island 
owners from new. Reg & WOF. $26,500. Phone 03 
327 8632.  MEM

MOTORCYCLE SPORT MAGAZINE 20-YEAR 
COLLECTION  Published in England. Content 
of highest quality. Covering road, Vintage and 
Veteran, sporting, technical. Lengthy series by 
Phil Vincent. Nov. 1965 to Jan. 1986 (Jan. 1984 
missing), plus 12 earlier editions. Main collection 
in excellent condition. Phone 09 482 3107  MEM

LINCOLN ZEPHYR V12 1938 
 4 door sedan, Exhilarating drive ready for 
Wanganui 2012. Could trade Model T coupe. Give 
Roy a call on 07 847 5648 and make me an offer 
I can’t refuse!

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.

1934 AUSTIN SEVEN SPORTS ROUTLEDGE.  
Body by Gordon of England. Good all round 
condition and performance. Hec Green camshaft, 
4 speed ‘box, ‘37 head, Girling brakes. Offers to 
John Stanley on 03 528 8061 or write 419A High 
St, Motueka.  MEM

1935 AUSTIN 7 RUBY.  This is a very reliable 
PV car which has been meticulously maintained. 
Comes with enough spares to either maintain or 
build a special. Phone Mark, 03 454 4730 cce@
clear.net.nz  MEM

REPLACEMENT LENSES FOR JOSEPH LUCAS  
1130A parking lamps. $50 + p&p a pair. Phone 
Jim 03 686 1622.  MEM

1926 ESSEX SEDAN, LOCATION NELSON   For 
Sale, on behalf overseas owner. Complete but 
dismantled. Some restoration work done. Offers 
over $1,000. Reply to Geoff Clark, 03 541 9693,  
13-88 Valley Road, Wakefield 7025 or email 
geoffclark@xtra.co.nz

1981 AUDI, 5T.  Auto, 5 cylinder turbo, air 
conditioning, factory mags, 4 wheel discs, 
undiscovered classic, two tone green check cloth 
interior. A rocket ship from the ‘80s. Still an 
exhilarating driver. Rego on hold.  $1600. Give 
Roy a call on (07) 847 5648.  MEM

1949 FORD F47.  Well deck pickup fully restored, 
runs well. $45,000 ono. Phone 03 216 5985.  MEM

JAMES CADET 1953 125CC  500 miles since 
full restoration, ready to ride, starts first kick. 
Registration and WOF. $2,800 firm. Contact Kees 
021 0266 1161, email quakehoven@xtra.co.nz.
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TWO 6.00/6.50 X 18 DUNLOP FORT TYRES. 
 Old but in good condition. Too small in section for 
my car. 8mm tread. $50 each. Phone Tony 03 441 
4256.  MEM

PLYMOUTH 1934  new repro rear bumper 
grommets. $65 plus postage. Just cost me 
USD$77.70 for 1935 ones! Contact Lindsay 03 437 
0809 or 021 230 1062.  MEM 

1933/34 MORRIS 10/4  Full restoration, every nut 
and bolt, original recond. engine & transmission, 
built to original Morris Garage specs. $28,000 
ono. Phone 09 413 8059 or 027 483 6236.  MEM

ADVERTISE FOR FREE*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.
Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members 
wishing to advertise commercial 
services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at  
Marketplace Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8140  
or fax us on 03 332 3827
Deadline for receipt of advertisements 
and payment for our February/March 
issue is 10 January 2010.  

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13-140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$64*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

TEXT & COLOUR PHOTO.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$21*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

TEXT ONLY ADVERTISEMENT.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels. 
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

1930 DESOTO STRAIGHT EIGHT   this rare car 
has been beautifully restored – two tone cream 
and maroon paint, maroon interior. New white 
wall tyres. Selling due to lack of space. Registered 
and has WOF $35,000. Contact K Minchin, phone 
09 434 3649.  MEM

AUSTIN 12/4 1925 CLIFTON TOURER   4th owner 
(49 years). Reg & WOF. Selling due to ill health. 
Dave Auster screen. Very reliable $25,000. Phone 
Ray 06 368 3968.  MEM

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 
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ADVERTISE FOR FREE*

WANTED TO BUY
1936-38 FIAT TOPOLINO CROWN WHEEL AND 
PINION.  Crown wheel 44 teeth pinion 8 teeth or 
complete Diff head. This diff was also used on vans. 
Phone Rodney 06 758 7730.  MEM

1950 VAUXHALL VELOX LIP - ZENITH (30 VIG-7)  
carburettor. Please phone Ray on 03 208 1968 (can 
leave a message).  MEM

AJS 500CC G8 1926 MOTORCYCLE PARTS 
WANTED.  Complete kick-starter, quadrant parts, 
gear change system, front forks – could exchange 
for earlier 1920s forks. Phone 03 344 1011. Email 
moniemoor@clear.net.nz

BOOK WANTED – THE BMB PRESIDENT,  by Bill Mills 
and Joe Paget. Contact Gavin Smith, 47 Middle 
Road, Ashburton. Phone 03 308 2297.  MEM

BUICK 1935 SERIES 50 AND LARGER MODELS  
Convertible windscreen or parts, dash panel, 
radiator grille, luggage rack. Multby beam 
headlight glass 8 5⁄8", 5 stud back axle assembly. 
1925 Master guards sell swap 1934 series 40 grille 
and instrument panel. Contact Russ, 6 Tutchen St, 
Tauranga 021 0245 7984.

BUICK  1940s-50s Dash panel and instruments and 
clock. Phone Roy 09 235 0917.  MEM

COPIES OF THE MOTOR CYCLE MAGAZINE,  UK 
wanted, to complete my set. I have copies to swap 
or will purchase. I am also looking for earlier copies, 
and MOTORCYCLING Magazine. 1967 Jan5, 1966 
May5, Nov24. 1965 June17, June24, Oct7, Nov4. 
1964 Feb20, Mar12, July16, Aug20, Aug27, Sept3, 
Oct15 Nov26, Dec 24. 1963 April18, June20, July11, 
Sept19. 1962 Mar8, Mar22, May31, July 5, July 12, 
Aug2, Aug9, Aug16. 1961 June15, Aug10, Aug17, 
Aug24, Sept14, Sept28, Nov23, Dec21. 1960 Feb18, 
Aug 18. Ken McIntosh (member) Ph (09) 570-1119 
or 5799-737 PO Box 12-500, Penrose, Auckland 
ken@mcintoshracing.com  MEM

DOUGLAS TWIN 1915,  I have frame and motor,all 
other parts required please. Email Richard@
building-solutions.co.nz, or phone 04 384 2880  MEM

FRONT BUMPER WITH OR WITHOUT IRONS  for a 
1936 Chev Half Ton Truck (car), in any condition. 
Please phone Colin 09 534 1456  MEM

GOOD GEARBOX FOR 1994 INDIAN-MADE  Royal 
Enfield 350 bullet. Email: michaelroehrs@yahoo.
com  MEM

HEAD GASKET FOR 1964 RENAULT DAUPHINE  1094 
WANTED. Engine type 670-01 850cc. Also 0.25 
oversize bigend bearings. Phone Robert Davidson 
03 4468 174 email rjdavidson@xtra.co.nz  MEM

HELP NEEDED WE ARE LOOKING FOR A SET  of 
really good front and rear steel guards also a 
luggage carrier for our 1934 Chev Standard (Junior) 
3 window coupe. Any information manuals etc to 
help with restoration would also be great. David 
and Joanne Howard, 021 243 6656, 04 568 2725 
Home, david@ccl.co.nz   MEM

INFORMATION REQUIRED ON ARMSTRONG DAS8  
SHOCK ABSORBERS as fitted to many British cars 
pre-war to 1970s. Any data covering production 
variations, repair, overhaul, or general information. 
Especially need information on valve types and 
settings. Richard 09 482 3107  MEM

JAGUAR XK 140 / 150 DHC WANTED TO BUY . Not 
Roadster or FHC. Would consider LHD conversion 
or project. Please phone Mike 021 936 062 or 
mmoffatt@xtra.co.nz.    MEM

MORRIS Z VAN 5CWT 1946-52 WANTED.  Must 
be in good – excellent condition. For price and 
details contact Bruce phone 03 308 5123 or email 
humbers@xnet.co.nz

NZETA/CEZETA –  IGNITION WANTED also 
lightswitch and voltage regulator. Honda Spacy/
Elite handbook and manual wanted. Phone Dave 06 
843 5151, fax 06 843 5849, email snipe1949@xtra.
co.nz  MEM

OVERDRIVE UNIT LAYCOCK DE NORMANVILLE  as 
fitted to Triumph vehicles phone John Boyes 03 762 
6031 or jgboyes@minidata.co.nz   MEM

TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLE CARBURETTOR   
wanted or parts as pictured but clamp on fitting 
type, any other Veteran parts for 1912–1914 will 
help especially clutch hub parts. Phone 09 533 
8050  email taylorhq@xtra.co.nz  MEM

PANHARD LEVASSOR 1906-1910 PARTS REQUIRED  
Richard@building-solutions.co.nz 04 384 2880  MEM

PREWAR ROLLING CHASSIS,  preferably with 
operating machinery, of large passenger car or light 
truck. Anything considered. Contact David on 06 
877 6447 or email spookandjanet@xtra.co.nz  MEM

STURMEY ARCHER OR ARMSTRONG  three speed 
hub parts wanted, Sturmey Archer hubs rebuilt and 
repaired. Phone Paul 09 478 9699, 027 642 4222, 
gruz.p@clear.net.nz  MEM

TRIUMPH 3TA/5TA MOTORCYCLE OR SIMILAR , 
restored or very good condition. See For Sale ad or 
phone 03 960 2122 Christchurch or andypushrod@
hotmail.com   MEM

TWO HEADLIGHT RIMS  (and lenses if possible) 
wanted for a 1935 Ford V8 truck, probably same 
as car. One pair of GM front sedan doors (Vintage) 
may have pair Ford A to swap. Phone Peter Lowe 07 
862 8012, Paeroa.  MEM

TYRES 18X450 WANTED.  Phone Tony 09 537 2172., 
Auckland.  MEM

WANTED ILLUSTRATED INFORMATION  about a 
carburettor, S V 3 4 a 1¾ inch brass updraft ...either 
a Ball & Ball or Stromberg(?) and parts or complete 
unit. 1927 Chrysler G70 dash parts or complete unit 
needed to finish restoration. Email iws@ts.co.nz 
Phone/fax 03 541 8467   MEM

WHEELS ONE OR MORE 13” ALLOY  hotwire style 
with mini hub pattern. Phone/fax 03 578 4582 
evenings.  gray.richards@xtra.co.nz    MEM

STEERING BOX FOR 1925 TALBOT   DC 12/32, 
the type that fixes to the engine bearer with a 
single swinging bolt. Phone Paul Whitehead 07 
549 2212 or email bsajames@hotmail.com  MEM

since
1921

DunninghamsDunninghams

VINTAGE TRUCK WANTED VINTAGE TRUCK WANTED 
DM Dunninghams are looking to purchase a small truck  
(preferably 1921 Vintage)  in good - excellent running condition. 

 In 1921 the Dunningham family set-up shop as a supplier of seasonings and stuffings and butchery 
supplies. Four generations and eighty-six years later Dunninghams has grown to be one of  

New Zealand’s leading supplier to butchers, supermarkets and delicatessens. We are looking for a  
truck to use as part of display with other period items from the early 1920s.

If you have a vehicle that may be of interest 
please contact the general manager: 
Tom Reynolds phone 09 525 8188, 027 928 725 
email: tom@dunninghams.co.nz  or by post 
Dunninghams PO Box 12572, Auckland 1642
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2010 National SOUTH ISLAND 
EASTER RALLY
The Canterbury Branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 
(Inc.) invites all club members to take part in the National South 
Island Easter Rally 2010.

The four rally routes are all planned on flat, easy motoring roads 
and there will be an opportunity for non-competitive entries.

The rally start and evening events will be at the Papanui Club Inc, 
Sawyers Arms Road, Bishopdale.

Entry forms are available from your Branch Secretary or online 
through the Canterbury Branch and the Club websites.

Rally Chairman – Brian Goodman   
Telephone 03 342 4525, email - brian.gay@xtra.co.nz
Rally Secretary – Leigh Craythorne  
Telephone 03 342 9110, email - craythornes@actrix.co.nz

2 – 4 April 2010

Canterbury Branch looks forward to extending a warm welcome to you over the weekend.

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

Scenicland Rally!
 Come and relax at the . . . 

Scenicland Rally!
March 20, 2010

Starting at Greymouth
    Contact:  Roger & Irene Devlin  

Phone 03 768 5382 or
Email: ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz 

Don’t Get  
ALL STEAMED UP!

Pukekohe Swap Meet

show & shine sunday

33rd annual
March 6th & 7th 2010

Franklin A & P Showgrounds
General Admission $12 Per Day

Gates open 7am Saturday & 8am Sunday

Selling sites $45 for the weekend
includes one persons admission

Gates open 2pm Friday 5th for sellers. Showers on site

Buy, Sell or Swap car parts!

Prize Categories
Best Paint, Best Engine Bay, Best Interior, 

best overall & Peoples Choice

Sorry no dogs allowed on A & P Grounds

www.carswapmeet.org.nz

Site info contact: Bill 021902602
Show ‘n’ Shine Info Contact: Rob 0274955567
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National Veteran Rally 
12th—14th February 2010 

Based in Waipukurau, Central Hawke’s Bay 

Entry form, rally programme & accommodation information 
available from: 

VCC website:  www.vcc.org.nz     
jcleland@xtra.co.nz  or  rod.mckenzie.wpk@xtra.co.nz 

or contact: 
Rally Secretary John Cleland—Ph (06) 858 9053 

Motel accommodation will be at a premium due to the  
Mission Concert so it is advisable to book early.    

However there is plenty of accommodation for those  
entrants wishing to stay on-site at rally headquarters  

at Pukeora Estate, Waipukurau 

56th D unedin-B righton  
Veteran Car Rally 

Otago Branch
Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 January 2010

An interesting and varied day’s Veteran Motoring and field events 
are planned for the Saturday followed by a dinner in the evening.

On Sunday morning there will be a run to Glenfalloch Gardens  
for Devonshire Tea and prizegiving.

For further information and entry forms contact Tony Devereux  
Phone 03 4811 903 Email: tonydevereux@xtra.co.nz

or Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc. Otago Branch PO Box 5352 Dunedin. 

WINCHESTER 

Swap Meet And Bazaar
Winchester Domain 

Saturday 27 March 2010

$5 entry and NO DOGS ALLOWED.
Camping by arrangement.

SITE BOOKINGS contact Janet on ph 03 686 0282 
email...jjlc@slingshot.co.nz

Swap Meet Chairman...John Knowles 03 693 7680

RUN BY THE VCC – SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH
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Itinerary
Wednesday 17th March Assemble in Hanmer

Thursday 18th March Rangiora

Friday 19th March Rangiora

Saturday 20th March Akaroa

Sunday 21st March Akaroa

Monday 22nd March Ashburton

Tuesday 23rd March Geraldine

Wednesday 24th March Waimate

Thursday 25th March Ranfurly/Naseby

Friday 26th March Gore

 

Entrants may join and leave at any point.

Accommodation list and entry form is available from  
John Chynoweth    03 439 5474 

Email: sicc@vcc.org.nz

Some venues need to be booked early to secure 
accommodation.

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

2010 South Island  
Club Captain’s Tour EAST COAST RALLY

Saturday 6 February 2010
Weekend activities centre at  

Watchorn’s Museum State Highway 30 Awakeri
Entry forms available December 2009

Preliminary Enquiries to:
The Branch Secretary: Peter Donovan  

phone/fax 07 312 5848  donovnz@xtra.co.nz



HOROWHENUA BRANCH VCCNZ Inc

ANNUAL SWAP MEET 
& Collectables Day

Saturday 27 March 2010  •  Opens 7am
Levin AP & I Events Centre & Show Grounds

 Beaded Wheels 43

V C C  W E L L I N G T O N  B R A N C H

BIENNIAL 

MOTORCYCLE RALLY
23-24 January 2010

Enter now for this event and see new parts of Wellington, 
meet great riders and share good food.

Entry forms are available from the Rally Secretary,  
Peter Simpson Phone: 04 566 2675 

Email: haddock.simpson@paradise.net.nz  
Address: 290 Normandale Road, Lower Hutt 5010 

Primarily attracting Vintage car buffs, but also attracts Hotrod,  
Classic, 4x4, Motorcycle and general collectables and parts.

Food and drink on site. Displays. SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.
Note: This year we have moved slightly.  

We are still at the show grounds but in a new area next to our new clubrooms. 
A large selection of parts will be available from our parts shed which opens at 10am

Entry via the gate at the south End of Tiro Tiro Road.

Admission 
$5 per adult 
(children free). 

Stalls $10 
per site.

Enquiries to  
Peter Nightingale  

06 368 7160, 
pdsnight@ihug.co.nz

VCC NZ ASHBURTON BRANCH

SWAPMEET
Saturday May 1 2010

Club Grounds 86 Maronan Road
Tinwald, Ashburton

Gates open 7.30am No Dogs. Food Available
Site Bookings: Anne Hart, 65 Oak Grove; Ashburton 7700

Email: annestuh@clear.net.nz Phone 03 308 5733 
Branch Address: PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
Secretary: Rod Begbie, ashburton@vcc.org.nz  

phone 03 308 4402

-COMMERCIAL CAMPOUT- 

Inviting pre 1980 Commercial & military vehicles. Camp or motel.  

A choice of events to suit. Combined with the Paparoa A&P show. 

A fun filled weekend of events for every one. 
 

Contact Graham    ph/fax 09 431 6324 

 

Sponsored by RELIANCE TRANSPORT Ltd 

-COMMERCIAL CAMPOUT- 

Inviting pre 1980 Commercial & 

military vehicles. Camp or motel.  

A choice of events to suit. Combined 

with the Paparoa A&P show. 

A fun filled weekend of events for 

every one. 

 

Contact Graham    ph/

fax 09 431 6324 

 

Sponsored by 

RELIANCE 

TRANSPORT Ltd 

 
Wellsford-Warkworth branch 

Fri 5~6~7th Feb 
Inviting pre 1980 Commercial & military 

vehicles. Camp or motel.  

A choice of events  to suit. Combined with the 

Paparoa A&P show.  

A fun filled weekend of events for every one.  

Contact Graham  ph/fax 09 431 6324 
Sponsored by RELIANCE TRANSPORT 

AUCKLAND 

ANNIVERSARY 
WEEKEND 

RALLY

Vintage Car Club Bay of Plenty Branch

30 JAN – 1 FEB 2010
The event will be based at our Cliff Road  

Clubrooms adjacent to the Tauranga City Centre.
Enjoy an 80 mile jaunt over mainly rural roads  

with some short sections of shingle road.
The separate route for Veteran vehicles of some  

30 miles round trip will join  the main group at the lunch stop.
Early booking of accommodation is necessary.

Entry forms are with Branch Secretaries.
For further information please contact:

Kerry Elton, Rally Organiser
kerry.elton@xtra.co.nz or phone 07 579 9621

This event is proudly sponsored by 
Southern Cross Building Society.

Separate 
Veteran 
Route
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E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES 
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY  

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92  

New Zealand 6 Issues $73.50 or 12 issues $144  
Overseas 6 Issues $85.50 or 12 issues $168  

First published in 1973.  
All back issues are available.  

All vehicles featured are 
restored or in original 

condition. Events, How To’s 
and Australian motoring 

history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS 
Magazine Australia

PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
INDUSTRIES

Beaded Wheels
trade directory

Connecting 
enthusiasts and 
professionals 

around  
New Zealand.

Contact us today to 
list your business 

here.
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Ashburton  Peter Knight
Carol’s run on 23 August had an entry of 

30 cars. Our first stop was at the Salvation 
Army premises. After donations to the 
food bank were made, local member Judith 
Lilley (Food bank co-ordinator) gave a talk 
on how the system works. We then on 
to a drive over Mid-Canterbury’s roads to 
eventually finish at Gilbert Donaldson’s 
farm. Gilbert spoke and we viewed his 
collection of memorabilia. Items ranged 
from antique sewing machines to a garden 
crawler tractor, all in working order.

Sunday 6 September was our combined 
opening day run with South Canterbury 
VCC. Twenty-seven cars made their way 
over the Arundel Bridge to meet with 
the South Canterbury members then on 
towards Tripp Settlement to arrive at 
Glenburn Camp for lunch. This proved to 
be a very enjoyable setting with plenty of 
time to catch up with South Canterbury 
members. The afternoon run took us to 
Geraldine where some visited the Vintage 
car museum. An excellent run to start the 
new season.

Fifteen Vintage and Veteran cars 
assembled at Baring Square for an 
afternoon on Saturday 3 October. The cars 
visited the Ashburton Domain, Conista, 
and then on to Winchmore Gardens for 
games of croquet and quoits. Next stop was 
the Plains Railway where the passengers 
boarded a train for a short trip. They were 
picked up at the end of the line and driven 
onto Laghmor Estate for an old fashion 
afternoon tea. With everyone in period 
costume the judges had a hard time to find 
a winner. Donald and Carol Williamson 
were judged best of the high quality field.

A warm welcome is extended to the 
following: Desmond Thomas and Audrey 
Pooke with a 1961 Rover 100 Saloon and 
David Thompson with a 1951 Plymouth 
Sedan. 

Auckland  John Stokes 
Motorcycles: Interesting speakers at 

our monthly meetings have been Morrie 
Chandler of MotorSport New Zealand and 
Jim Lawson who has a long time ownership 
of Vincent Comets and a lengthy career 
as an aircraft engineer/restorer. He was 
responsible, among many other things, for 
the restoration of the Jean Batten Percival 
Gull displayed at Auckland Airport. The 
Fish ‘n Chip run attracted eighty bikes and 
twenty cars.

Veteran: All three Arrol-Johnsons 
owned by Noel Marsh have found a new 
home in Scotland, from whence they came. 
The rare horizontally opposed engined one 

will have its restoration completed in this 
country. Alan Price is making up the boot 
lid for the Clement Bayard and George 
Mihaljevich makes steady progress on the 
Hudson roadster.

Vintage: Stephen and Tracey 
Winterbottom have got the radiator for 
their 14/45 Talbot sorted out and hopefully 
this car will soon be running reliably.

PV PWV P60V: The P60V class certainly 
dominated the recent PV PW rally with 
twenty-five entrants. The PW contin-
gent was twelve, and there were seven PV 
entrants. Roy Sharman’s recently acquired 
1961 Sunbeam Alpine made a first branch 
appearance at this run. Plotters Russell 
and Jocelyn McAlpine had provided a very 
scenic run on a beautiful day and this may 
have distracted many participants who fell 
into a few easy traps. A notable feature 
was the use of digital photos instead of 
crudely drawn diagrams in the tulip section 
of the rally. Errol McAlpine was the overall 
winner, driving a 1971 MG B GT. Most 
recent new members fall into the PV-P60V 
category We welcome David and Janan 
Goryl with two ‘56 Morris Minors and two 
‘64 Morris Minis, Bruce Urquhart with a ‘76 
Austin Mini Clubman. Colin Shoebridge 
has a 1963 Holden and ‘36 Chev half tonner. 
Stuart and Semele Robertson have rejoined 
with a 1936 Austin Ruby softop. Noel Shaw 
has brought a 1948 Chev Fleetmaster for his 
vehicle sanctuary.

Commercial: Michael Thorpe has bought 
two Diamond Ts ex the Invercargill truck 
museum, one of these is a 1939 T 3055. John 
Campbell has a new second gear for his 
Military Mighty Mite, while Don Johnson 
is painting the cab and mudguards for his 
Ford Bonus Built pickup. The section had a 
successful shed raid to North Shore VCC’s 
restoration shed to look at the Dennis bus 
and Chev fire engine, Les Parkinson’s to 
look at Jaguars and military vehicles and 
Michael Dorbeck’s to look at Chevs and a 
Bedford.

General: Bill Miller has donated some 
swaging gear to the club and this will be 
a useful asset to our sheetmetal working 
equipment. The clubrooms will soon get 
a new roof. Mid week Tourers had a vey 
well-supported trip to the West Franklin 
Community Men’s Shed at Pukeowhare. 
The Ladies Rally attracted thirteen entrants 
and was won by Val and Rodger Ball in 
their 1930 Model A Ford.

Banks Peninsula  Paul Tayler
The start of the new race season has 

been a busy one for the branch. 

It opened with a meeting at the Levels 
Raceway Timaru with the Classic Motor 
Racing Club on 5 September. A beautiful 
spring day and 13 entries. Very good racing 
and races within the race. There is such a 
variety of machinery that anyone with an 
interest in the cars of the past should look 
out for one of our meetings. Austin Special, 
three Mistral Sports, Jaguar XK 150, 260M 
Zephyr, Citreon Spyder, Lycoming, Kato 
Special, Oscala, Alfa Romeo Sports, RTC 
(don’t ask what it stands for!) but is a period 
single seater and a Daimler SP 250.

Hill Climbs – Banks Peninsula was 
alive to the Sound Of Music. Gebbies Pass 
Saturday 12 September (60th Anniversary) 
12 entries with four runs each. Keen compe-
tition with Paul Tayler in a Mistral taking 
the fastest time in 1:58.92.

Little River Sunday on thirteen 
September boasted 13 entries with three 
runs each. This was another superb day with 
Avon Hyde taking fastest time in 2:00.84 in 
his Austin Special. 

Good to see two Jowett Jupiters, Model 
T, Ransley Riley, Chrysler Special, MG 
Magnette saloon, Citreon D Super, Ginetta 
G15, Terrapin, MG B roadster, MG A, Ford 
V8 coupe, Model A, Mistrals, Alfa sports 
and Daimler SP250 taking part. Many 
thanks to RATEC for their invitation. 
Photos can be viewed at www.ratec.org.nz

Powerbuilt Tools Raceway Ruapuna 10 
September – With the Classic Motor Racing 
Club. Very cold day and a small field due to 
the clash with the Swap Meet however 
very keen racing. Always interesting when 
Rob Boult has the Edelbrock Special on 
full song. Also a great sight to see the 
next generation of racers come through 
when Warner Mauger’s 16 year old grandson 
Thomas raced the Briggs Mercury Special 
single seater. A vote of thanks must go to 
Ron Hasell for his organising these events.

Sporting Trials. The final of four was 
held in Nelson on 13/9/09. BP branch only 
had Geoff Owen go up with his Ford 10 
Special as unfortunately the dates clashed 
with the aforementioned hillclimbs. Geoff 
completed a clean sweep, winning all four 
events thereby winning the new Sporting 
Trials Champion Trophy, as well as the 
Denis King Memorial Trophy for the Nelson 
event. Congratulations Geoff for a well 
deserved win.

Opening Run – A small but enthusi-
astic group (road cars) met for coffee in 
Lyttelton. They then proceeded to the 
Timeball Station for a very informative 
account of this fine building’s history. Next 
by boat to Quail Island where the option 
of a walk around the circumference of the 

idle
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Island or a quiet family picnic were on offer. 
Back to the mainland by 4.30pm following 
a thoroughly good day out. Many thanks to 
Paul Grainger Club Captain for organising.

Bay of Plenty   Peter Robinson
The month of October started on a 

very sad note. Pat Railton, wife of long 
time Treasurer Chris, passed away after 
a brave battle with cancer. Our thoughts 
are with Chris at this very sad time. 
October club night provided a very inter-
esting guest speaker. Peter Pawson, a 
member of the local Classic Motorcycle 
Club, spoke on his experiences racing at the 
Isle of Man in the 1950s. Peter represented 
New Zealand over several years. Peter’s talk 
was supported by the display of two bikes 
once used in racing at the Isle of Man. 

Our annual swap meet is growing larger 
in size and popularity each year. In the 
preceding week, Tauranga experienced 
some atrocious weather with very heavy 
rain and thunderstorms. However, the 
swap meet gods relented for a few hours 
on the actual morning. It’s amazing how 
the rubbish of one can be the treasure 
of another! As a seller, it was good to be 
able to clear some space in the garage to 
make room for the other items purchased. 
Special thanks for the day go to Graeme 
Barnett for the great effort to make the 
day so successful. Also, Helen Watson 
and her team in keeping the drinks and 
food coming for the starving hordes.  
Our next major event will be the annual 
Anniversary Rally held on the long 
weekend of 31 January. This rally now has 
a new exciting feature. There will be a 
separate, shorter run of about 35 miles for 
Veteran vehicles with lunch and afternoon 
tea stops coinciding with the other rally 
entrants. With the usual fine warm weather 
experienced in the Bay in January, a good 
turnout of Veterans is expected. 

Canterbury   Tony Becker
Spring sprung then hung around awhile 

with only intermittent signs of summer! 
Mixed conditions affected some branch 
events. Not least was New Zealand’s biggest 
Swapmeet that once again added muddy 
gumboots and plastic raincoats to about 
half of our big October event. Thanks in 
part to the new $5 charge on members, the 
50/50 weather did not too negatively affect 
gate income. The usual friendly atmos-
phere prevailed throughout. many visiting 
campers, lots of variety on sale and few 
real problems were main features. The 
one-make, static and VCC displays were 
well presented, with Sunday’s ‘Show-n-
Shine’ hotrods adding interest for younger 
folk. Swapmeet Committee and their 
volunteer helpers must be commended for 
producing yet another great weekend for 
Canterbury Branch.

Member enthusiasm to improve our 
ground facilities is proving most rewarding, 
and is reflected in a growing membership 
list. The revised motorcycle section area, 
the children’s playground upgrade, and 
revitalised clubrooms barbeque area all 
handsomely complement The Barn, main 
hall and library as well as wide grounds for 
members to socialise in. Much deserved 
praise was fielded during Swapmeet weekend 
by visiting members of other branches. 
Long may the culture of care continue!

Spring season events have included the 
Biennial Women Drivers Rally, the Vintage 
and Veteran Annual Rallies, Motorcycle 
Rough Run and Girder-fork Rallies. Also 
on the agenda was the Awards Dinner held 
annually in honour of long membership 
and dedicated services to the Branch.

Central Otago  Alan Sutton
Blossom and springtime go hand in 

hand, as does the Central Otago branch 
annual Blossom Festival rally. This year 
under the expert organisational auspices 
of Bill Grant the 31 entrants were treated 

to a wonderful tour amongst the highways 
and byways carefully plotted to take in the 
best views that included historic Clyde and 
Earnscleugh.

Joan and Colin Pearce had brought their 
beautiful 1912 Sunbeam and competed 
with aplomb, but the victor was Wayne 
Calderwood taking overall winner status in 
his 1937 Chev .

Dave Manson had planned a swap 
meet at our Cromwell HQ to complete the 
weekend event and while plenty of vendors 
were present, sales were keenly sought. 
Good fellowship was high on the agenda.

Alon Mayhew in his chairman role 
ably assisted by wife Tracy have ensured 
a full motoring programme for the year, 
illustrated so well by their recent “Straight 
line Navigation” Sunday tour. Predictably 
confusion prevailed and many realised that 
following the car in front is not the rule 
in this type of event. Coffee followed and 
all was forgiven, at a popular Cromwell 
meeting place.

If there was a winner we didn’t hear, and 
nobody seemed to care!

Events on the horizon include the 
Southern Inter-branch Rally centred on 
Glenorchy at Labour weekend. Organiser 
Alister Stewart is working to ensure a great 
weekend.

We expect to host no less than two 
national tours in the near future and look 
forward to opening our doors in late October 
and December to fellow Vintagents.

We welcome new members David 
Taylor and Norman Horn to our group this 
month.

David has a nice collection including the 
Ex-Roycroft Austin 7 special, a Mk7 Jaguar, 
early E Type roadster amongst his many 
other classics. Norman who hails from 
Cromwell brings to our midst a not-too-
common 1925 Jewett coach.

Our Parts Shed team of Johnnie, Dave 
and Roger have been super busy and have 
asked me to advise that new in stock for 
sale are a sound ’48 Austin 16, ’49 Ford 
single spinner and Vanguard ute, along 
with a plethora of Model “A” and Morris 
Minor goodies. All at friendly prices. See us 
for rust free Central Otago Bargains!

Eastern Bay of Plenty   Joy Growden
August was quite busy starting with our 

Annual Nobby Nosh Dinner. This year saw 
22 of us going to the Fishing Club for a very 
enjoyable evening.

On 16 August we had a garage raid with 
the first stop at Bruce and Maureen Taylor’s 
home to look at the newly restored Triumph 
Spitfire. At the previous viewing it was only 
the chassis we saw. Next was to Alan and 

Bay of Plenty Swapmeet: Austin on a trailer 
attracting some attention.

Bay of Plenty Swapmeet: Looking for a bargain
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Lorraine Stocks, where they are well on the 
way to restoring a 1980 Nissan 280Z. Lastly 
onto Margaret and Phil Leaming to see 
their 1914 Overlander. This project will be 
watched with great interest. 

At the end of August six of our cars 
took part in the Rotorua Sulphur City rally 
which proved another very enjoyable day. 
The Forwards won the Vintage section and 
the Growdens got third. 

The first weekend of September saw ten 
cars rally out through Taneatua, Waimana 
and Ohiwa to Opotiki where we joined 
in the Silent Film Festival activities by 
displaying our cars outside the old theatre 
along with Rotorua and Gisborne Vintage 
Car Clubs while we watch another Buster 
Keaton film. Many people dressed in period 
costume which added to the fun.

A reminder our East Coast Rally is on 
Saturday 6 February 2010 starting from 
Watchorn Museum.

Far North   Dave Duirs
After a good winter spring has sprung 

with indifferent days, but the Masons Spring 
Special was a beauty with a big turn out and 
variety of vehicles. The twisty gravel roads 
in the hills behind Kaitaia and around 
Takahue amongst some beautiful farm land, 
provided a great opportunity to experience 
a “tulip rally”. The main directional instruc-
tions being selected from illustrations of 
possible intersections. A heap of work went 
in to the preparation and the challenge 
was met and enjoyed, with all reaching the 
Ryan’s property to picnic in the garden and 
study the Vauxhall collection. A ‘60s PA 
Velox which had been converted into a soft 
top years ago was in the throes of restora-
tion and a friend’s Chevron kitset car, a 
daily user, drew a lot of attention. Lesley 
and Robin Smith were rally winners.

A large team of members assisted at 
the Matthews Vintage Collection live 
day, turning wheels, cranking stationary 
engines, giving rides in Vintage cars and 
feeding visitors. This is always a huge 
chance to go down memory lane and is 
a credit to Winston and Lyn Matthews’ 
efforts to preserve some of our early history

We look forward to seeing many members 
and visitors for our Autospectacular and 
Swap Meet on 9 January 2010 

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
Our annual general meeting saw just one 

change in the committee with Dick Neill 
taking over the responsibility of club captain 
from the writer who is now responsible for 
the production of our monthly newsletter.  
In August we had our annual dinner at 
China Palace, and a week later Tony 

Bartlett organised a club run which took 
us through a new subdivision which has 
some great views overlooking the city and 
bay, and out to Puha for afternoon tea. 
It was a day of breakdowns however, the 
worst being the club’s Morris Commercial 
which is thought to have run another 
bearing, indicating that a previous 
overhaul of the bearings some years ago 
may have been made from inferior metal. 
September saw a number of members 
travel to the Silent Film Festival in 
Opotiki where we met up with Eastern 
Bay of Plenty and Rotorua members for 
a laugh-a-minute viewing of a Buster 
Keaton film “Steamboat Bill”. Fascinating 
stuff! Members of our branch will 
return to Eastern Bay on November 
5-7 for our annual inter-branch visit. 
October saw several branch vehicles on 
display at the annual A&P Show. Included 
were two new vehicles to the district, a 
1960 Bentley originally owned by Sir James 
Wattie and now owned by Stan Matthews, 
and a circa 1926 Jewett recently acquired by 
Jonty Hall. Also included were three or four 
vehicles currently undergoing restoration, 
including Dick Neill’s 1947 Rolls-Royce, 
Bill Harding’s 1936 Jaguar SS and Greg 
Aston’s 1956 Morris J Van.

Gore   Jim McFadzien
Gore Branch started the year’s activities 

with a run to Tapanui, where we met up 
with South Otago members at West Otago 
Showgrounds. Members nattered, looked 
at any ‘new wheels’, or just watched as 
driving tests took place. For afternoon tea 
we took over the local Fire Station and 
welcomed our South Island Club Captain 
John Chynoweth to the event.

Our Spring Run on October 4 travelled 
through Otama, Riversdale and Balfour 
to Chartlea Park farm, where our hosts 
Ken and Trish McKenzie told how the 
homestead was built in 1890s, and added 
to in 1918. A look through the house, told 
of many generations of books, photos and 
furniture– items lost to modern society. 
On display in the sheds were two British 
motorbikes, a Triumph and BSA B31 Twin. 
The line up of cars ranged from a 1928 
Whippet, a 1959 Vauxhall PA – owned 
by Ken’s father, and also a recent purchase 
–a MG B GT. Some projects are waiting 
attention – namely an Overland, and a very 
early 6 cylinder Chev truck.

At our October meeting a club stalwart 
Vic Hubber was presented with an OBE 
without any dignitaries in attendance.
Club Chairman Keith Nunn conferred 
‘Over Bloody Eighty’ on Vic, with due 
ceremony. Club Sherriff looked the other 

way as Vic picked up the tab at the bar. 
Congratulations Vic, and a great cake from 
kitchen staff too.

At the same meeting the Scobie family 
presented a trophy for the ‘Most Rallied 
Commercial’. Ian Scobie has certainly got 
talents with wood. A Ford cab and chassis 
that has been added to with a wooden 
dropside flat deck body – a crowbar, spade, 
shovel and pick, all made from wood, and 
a true to scale coil of good old No 8 wire. 
This all set out on a base covered in a 
Perspex box –a trophy worthy of mention. 

Hawke’s Bay   Esther Smith
October was the month for the branch’s 

annual Hill Climb weekend.
Steve Donovan has taken over the role 

of co-ordinator for this event and on this 
occasion he was ably assisted by Derek 
Gordon as Clerke of the Course, Richard 
Anderson as Speed Steward with other 
branch members as marshals. While entry 
numbers were down on past years there was 
still a hardy bunch that participated. The 
weather on Sunday was atrocious with only 
one entrant keen enough to want to race. 
Fortunately Saturday’s successful racing had 
partially sated the entrants’ appetite for 
speed. Next year’s hill climb weekend, will 
be held on the 18 and 19 of September 
2010, a week after the Waikato event.

The cruise ship season of November 
to March sees a bunch of local members 
hanging around on the Port of Napier’s 
wharves strutting their stuff, showing off 
their best angles and chatting up the ship’s 
passengers but it is all in a good cause.

At the request of the Port Authority 
branch members have for several years 
provided a group of cars to visit the ships. 
Six to ten cars spend a couple of hours 
down on the wharf by the ship along with 
a local musical group, as passengers return 
after a day out sightseeing. Drivers and 
their passengers dress in Art Deco attire, 
the period dress and the cars are great 
conversation pieces and photo opportuni-
ties, passengers really appreciate the effort 
the members have gone to in providing this 
unique spectacle for their benefit. Many of 
the passengers are American but on the 
larger ships there is usually a contingent of 
Brits and Australians

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
The Branch has been busy again. Heat 

pumps in the club rooms and the big poplar 
trees in the front of the building have been 
cut down and replaced with Kowhais.

The working bee was amazing. It went 
into gear in conjunction with a couple of 
sympathetic contractors who offered their 
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help and machinery and trees were soon 
firewood and chips.

Sadly we have lost Patricia Shattky who 
suffered a stroke last year. Bill and Patricia 
were active members who never missed a 
chance to drive their 16/6 Austin tourer 
to the events put on by the branch. Our 
sympathy to Bill who will sadly miss his 
companion of 60 years. 

Several of our more senior members have 
spent some time in hospital but are all on 
the mend.

We have been involved with a successful 
motor show put on by the local ‘rodders. 
What a show, a great credit to them 
7000 attending and upwards of 300 cars 
displayed.

Our part was a display of Model Ts and 
the erection and running of a garage with 
the repair gear of the day. This was our 
contribution to the 100 year of the “T”.

Club visits from Manawatu and 
Wanganui members, the Three Club Tour 
and Toms Tour also happened. Parts are 
still getting plenty of donations and new 
shelving has been installed and is quite a 
focal point on club night. A great donation 
by means of a collection helped the local 
hospice. Branch members attended a very 
wet and cold Christchurch Swap Meet but 
in spite of the weather came back with lots 
of goodies.

Roll on summer and let’s get on with 
more motoring

Manawatu  Brian McPherson
Seventeen cars plus four visiting crews 

began the Veteran Rally, travelling in strong 
southerly winds to Aokautere to visit a junk 
shop, then on to Summerset Retirement 
Village to show residents their vehicles 
before heading via Kahuterawa Road to 
Massey Sports ground for lunch.

The Three Clubs Tour began with 15 
cars taking the Pahiatua Track and back 
roads to Eketahuna. Unfortunately John 

Callesen’s Dodge Coupe blew a head gasket, 
so he was delayed. Heading south some 
visited the Ford Museum, the Paua shop, 
and others the Fell Engine Museum. Then 
over the Rimutaka Hill as a group and on 
to Petone and the Wellington Clubrooms 
for dinner, where John caught up. On 
Sunday morning the cars traveled via the 
Akatarawas to Horowenua Clubrooms for 
lunch, then home.

This year’s Vintage Only Rally crossed 
the ranges and drove some lesser known 
roads behind Pahiatua before reaching the 
Railcar Museum. The 28 crews checked 
out the restoration progress on the “Tine 
Hare” (railcar) before coming back to our 
clubrooms.

Our Swap meet was held under dry condi-
tions despite the lousy forecast. The stadium 
filled with sellers and willing buyers, Cash 
was readily exchanged for quality parts and 
the usual haggle occurred for more used 
bits. Socially it was good to catch up with 
members from out of town.

Marlborough  John White
Since my last report this branch has held 

its second Sporting Trial which I must say 
was a bit drier than the first. If anything it 
seemed to be more slippery than the first 
perhaps because we had a wetter previous 
month than usual. Sadly the entry list 
was a lot shorter as well because of other 
conflicting events. Those who competed 
said they had a great time so that is the 
most important point. I saw local first time 
competitor Gordon Finlay go a bit pale at a 
very steep drop which he negotiated safely.

Nelson   June Campbell 
The main events recently have been the 

Dennis King Trial and the Biennial Rally at 
Labour Weekend.

As spring has turned into a wet affair, 
there was plenty of mud at Happy Valley 
for the final event in the series. They had 

to use a tractor to pull the jeep that was 
testing the mud and even the tractor had 
problems. A long chain from firm ground 
was the answer. On the day the course 
had to be changed owing to an overnight 
downpour, but the sun came out and a great 
day was had by participants and onlookers 
alike.

At Labour Weekend we hosted the 
Biennial Rally which attracted 41 entrants 
from Nelson, Marlborough, Canterbury 
and West Coast. We commenced with a 
get-together and barbeque tea on Saturday 
night. The Rally on Sunday left our 
Clubrooms taking two routes, the Scenic 
run through the Wairoa Gorge, Dovedale 
and Motueka Valley and the Sealed run 
through the Waimea Plains and Moutere 
to the Motueka Valley where the vehicles 
met up at Ngatimoti to parade through the 
annual fete at the local school. It was a 
beautiful day with crowds of people and the 
vehicles provided a lot of interest, especially 
with the gymkhana also being held at the 
event. The evening dinner was a special 
occasion with seven 35 year and two 50 
year badges presented by National Secretary 
Michael Lavender to John King and Lindsay 
Wogan. A special 50th badge presentation 
was made to John Magee at his home in 
Nelson by Michael on Saturday morning.

The winner of the Morris Shield for the 
highest scoring Nelson entrant was Richard 
Topliss. The winner of the Scenic Run was 
Tom McGowan and the Sealed Run was 
Richard Topliss. The oldest vehicle on the 
Rally was Jenny and Dale Conlon’s 1910 
Brush Runabout.

Northland Terry Lambess
September Swap Meet started as usual 

with early birds arriving at the “crack of 
dawn” waiting for the gates to open, the 
kitchen staff were busy preparing food for 
the masses the barbeque was stoked up 
ready to make our famous bacon and egg 

Horowhenua Horowhenua
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burgers then the darn thing decided to 
become a ‘flame thrower” charcoal burgers 
were definitely not on! All was not lost 
however as our No2 barbecue behaved its 
self and our reputation was saved! Despite 
the weather closing in, and the economic 
downturn it was a successful day. Our 
library has had a tidy up thanks to our 
new librarian and “woe betide anyone who 
forgets to sign their books out!” For the first 
time our very large library is user friendly, 
well done Athol!

On 3 October the Matakohe Kauri 
Museum held their Settlers Day. Over 30 
members cars were on display which proved 
to be a great talking point among the many 
viewers, Whangarei’s members Robert and 
Lorraine Young dressed in the style of their 
1928 Chrysler were judged the best dressed 
couple of the day, well done.

Otago  Arthur Bennett
At last our branch recorded history is 

being collated by a person who is being 
funded through WINZ and is managing to 
bring it all together from Branch records, 
Minute Books, and Newsletters.

Stewart Island: Two of our members 
did the Southland Branch’s Stewart Island 
Moped Rally, “The Southernmost Moped 
Rally in the World.” They enjoyed a fast 
cruise in a cataraman, rode all the roads on 
the Island, all 25kms (but it took nearly four 
times that mileage to do it,) were well fed, 
socialised, caught blue cod and trumpeter, 
watched close up entertainment from a pod 
of dolphins, had an escorted tour of the 
salmon farm, watching the silver beauties 
harvested, checked out the mussel farm and 
returned to Bluff at about 19 knots with 
twin rooster tails about 4m high from the 
1400hp Scania driven props. Their verdict 
– great!

Dunvegan 2009, leaving the start point 
at the Dunedin Chinese Garden, 24 motor-
bikers travelled a route via Port Chalmers, 

Waitati, Seacliff, Karitane to Palmerston 
where some topping up was done before 
traversing the Horse Range – Trotters 
Gorge Road to Waianakarua and on to 
Maheno for lunch. The afternoon run was 
via Alma, Weston, Ngapara, Tokarahi, 
Duntroon and Kurow before reaching our 
destination for the night, Otematata. A 
stiff wind down the Waitaki Valley made 
things difficult for some bikes. After brief 
speeches by Bill Veitch and Ross Matthews 
the prizes were presented.

Age Mileage 
Ray Shearman  1941 Indian. 

Oldest Bike 
Robert Hutton  1924 Harley-Davidson  
(rider Keith Ruthven). 

Hard Luck
Nigel Bailey  1937 Triumph. 

Riders Choice
Andrew Roxburgh with ex-Hec Browett 1977 Silk. 

Nut Strangler
Ray Shearman

Dunvegan Rock P60
Errol Brown 1962 Norton

Mr Dunvegan
Bob Bruce  Velocette

Overall Winner
Bruce Watt  1954 Matchless. 

Sunday dawned the way Brass Monkey 
Enthusiasts dream about BRRR!! It’s 
bracing , thanks Ross Matthews and Paddy 
Williams.

The Hudson people will be back after 
their trip to Cambridge; there will be 
pioneer stories there. At Labour Weekend 
some members went to Middlemarch for 
Steam Up Weekend, whilst others went 
to Roxburgh for Gala Day. The previous 
weekend a number went to Naseby for the 
Motor Show. 

North Shore  Ray Urbahn
The annual Spring Splendour Tour in 

September organised by Paul and Kathy 
Collins started in Papakura and toured over 
the Bombay Hills and the back of Meremere 
and Orini to Gordonton where Waikato 
Branch members joined the cavalcade. On 
to Cambridge and through the back of 
Roto-orangi to Beechfields at Otorohanga – 
a lovely set of gardens, farm machinery, cars 
and memorabilia, along with a selection of 
quilting and crafts. The next section was 
via the old Te Kuiti road and then across 
country to Aramatai to a small museum 
with a collection of old musical instru-
ments. The final leg of the day was back to 
Highway 30 and then on to Waimiha and 
Ongarue where we crossed the river and 
followed the old gravel road to Taumarunui 
for our night stop-over. Next morning 
at the Railway Museum one of the staff 
regaled us with stories of the days of steam 
before moving on to the King Country 
Branch Clubrooms. Then on through the 
back roads to Waitomo and Woodlyn Park 
Motel to view the units built in the shape 
of a hobbit motel, a 1950s railcar, a Bristol 
Freighter plane and a marooned ship. Next 
on to Te Awamutu to visit Colin Pinkerton’s 
Iron Park collection of farm machinery, 
tractors and stationary engines. 

The October run was via Warkworth 
to the “Treetops Gallery” at Sandspit to 
view the oil paintings of the late Bryan 
Brennan and watercolours by Jan Alldritt-
Miller. Also on show was a model railway 
exhibition in the house and a small gauge 
railway which wound through the bush 
below the house. Later we visited Wilbur 
Brown’s residence to view progress on his 
restoration projects.

Rotorua  Redcat
Well, so much for the so called recession 

that we are going through. The political 
commentators should have been at our 
Sulphur City Rally. We had a record 75 cars 
and motorbikes with crews competing for 
our annual event. The most entries we have 
had for many years.

Thanks must go to Doug and Doreen 
Green and team for organising this great 
event. 

By the way, because yours truly mucked 
up at the AGM, the dates for our next Swap 
Meet and Sulphur City remain at TBA on 
the ‘Official Calendar’. 

Central North Island Swap Meet 11 July 
2010 and Rotorua Sulphur City 2 August 
2010. So all you kind people who regularly 
attend these events, please annotate your 
diaries now. Thanks.

Northland: Otago
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Following on from the Sulphur City 
Rally, in September we had good turnout 
for a mystery run to a private collection 
of stationary engines and various unusual 
tractors and trucks in Matamata. 

We also attended the very popular Silent 
Film Weekend at Opotiki. The whole town 
gets involved with keystone cops looking 
after parking. A good time was had by all 
who went along.

Our Mid-Weekers continue to enjoy using 
their cars by trekking off to various inter-
esting destinations that are usually attached 
to a lunch stop. (I can’t wait until I’m 65, 
except it will probably be 70, if our political 
leaders have anything to do with it!) 

The Easter Rally Committee has been 
beavering away on your behalf. Routes have 
had to be re-mapped due to the new owners 
of the forestry closing some roads.

South Canterbury   Bill Weir
We start this report on a sombre and 

reflective note following the recent deaths 
of four of our members, Allan Jones, Morris 
Crawford, Ron Hawkins and Russell Paul, 
all good fellows who contributed over the 
years to our Club.

Opening Run 6 September. A great 
turnout of vehicles from both Ashburton 
and South Canterbury and a very enjoyable 
day motoring in beautiful weather. After a 
preliminary run from both areas, the lay-by 
at Arundel Bridge was the meeting point. 
After leaving Arundel we were directed 
west up North Boundary Road with the 
eventual destination the Glenburn holiday 
camp off Tripp Settlement Road.

The route took us back to Geraldine 
then a visit to the car and tractor 
museum, which is very well laid out since 
the new buildings have been completed. 
John Knowles showed up on the run in 
“regal splendour” in his recently acquired 
Rolls Royce 1929, Model 20 which stands for 
20HP on the old British rating, it however 

on todays developed HP would probably be 
more like 120 HP from the big 6 cylinder. 
At our last club meeting John gave us a 
brief history on how he had sourced the 
car from the UK. (Where it had apparently 
been requisitioned for one of the earlier 
Coronation Street weddings).

Southland  Paul Rodmell
The Vintage/Post Vintage rally was a 

very good run with 24 cars and one motor-
cycle, travelling to Nightcaps. Most of us got 
lost on the way because an instruction was 
missing, but we all got to the lunch stop at 
the School Hall. That didn’t spoil the fun. 
The overall winner was Stuart Wederell.

A few of the club stalwarts had given the 
clubrooms and library good tidy up. A new 
copier/printer is now up and running so 
members can now copy forms.

Stewart Island will never be the same 
ever again after the Moped Run. For a time 
the island was shrouded in blue moped 
smoke. Thirty bikes and riders arrived in 
Bluff on a cold slightly drizzly morning for 
the loading of the Candice-Brit a modern 
luxury catamaran. Riders came from 
Waimate, Dunedin, Balclutha, Queenstown, 
Cromwell and Invercargill. After an hour 
they reached Oban after a slightly bumpy 
crossing, with some of the moped bikes 
getting drenched on the way over.

After mid-day snacks at the hotel they 
managed to get the bikes going – with some 
proving very difficult after getting damp on 
the way across. 

On Sunday morning the boat headed 
out for a days fishing around the north 
Mutton Bird Islands, landing blue cod and 
trumpeter. After that they cruised to the 
Salmon Farm accompanied by six to eight 
dolphins following the wake of the boat. 

The people that went all commented it 
was a trip not to miss.

South Otago  Glenice Smith
It was a lovely Spring day for the clubs 

Opening run. We left the clubrooms at 
Balclutha then travelled through Greenfield, 
Clydevale, Popatunoa, Pomahaka siding, 
Waipahi and onto the Racecourse at 
Tapanui where we met up with the Gore 
Car Club, were we had a natter and a field 
test. The winner of the test for South Otago 
was Wally and Alison Ollerenshaw. We then 
went to the local Fire Station for afternoon 
tea. Thanks to the organisers as there was 
a turnout of 30 vehicles. At the August 
meeting Tony Newton was an enjoyable 
guest speaker at the meeting. It sounds as 
though Jan and John Cook and Noeline 
and Stuart Milne had a good trip to the 
Naseby Car Show. Mel advises that he has 
received entry forms for the National South 
Island Rally 2-4 April 2010. We are sorry 
to have farewelled Brian James this month, 
he enjoyed motoring in his Vauxhall and 
attending Club events. Our sympathy goes 
to his wife Faye and family.

Taupo  Jack Hindess
We had a noggin ‘n’ matter on our 

August club night and it proved to be very 
beneficial, because not only did we catch up 
over a few drinks, we discussed all manner 
of things that impacted on the town. 

The following Sunday we had the Club 
Captains Run. This took us to the Early 

50 Beaded Wheels

Rotorua: Photos: Photos are from our Sulphur City Rally. Lady in cammie gear is my M in Law Nancy Hawkins, 83, sat in middle seat of our Land Rover and 
thoroughly enjoyed herself.

South Canterbury: Vehicles at Glenburn for the 
lunch stop.
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New Zealand Museum, a private museum 
just outside of Tirau on the Rotorua Road. 
Some of us intend to visit the museum again 
when there may be more time to spare. 
It was a wet day, so most of the cars were 
moderns, and we went via Whakamaru 
and there on to Putaruru via the back roads 
that are well away from the hustle and 
bustle of the SH1. It was still raining when 
we drove through to Tirau for lunch.

Our September meeting took the form of 
a quiz night, which tests our memories and 
mental abilities. No questions on American 
cars but plenty on general knowledge. We 
divide ourselves into several teams of 4-5 
each are with the interchange between 
teams it is a lot of fun with plenty of 
laughs.

The run for the month was a Champagne 
Breakfast cooked by the men on the 
committee. A short run around town dealt 
with the motoring side of the event, and 
about 36 of us gathered at the clubrooms 
to sample the fine fare produced by the 
committee. We swapped the Champagne 
for sparkling grape juice, but no one 
complained.

Sad to report the death of Penny 
Grayson. Penny has had a long struggle over 
recent years and our sympathy is extended 
to David and his family.

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
The annual Rubber Duckie Rally has 

been run and around 70 entries from 
through out the North Island took part. 
A nice easy navigated run took entrants 
out and around the coast to the lunch stop 
at the Pungarehu Golf Club. The overall 
winner was Barry and Linda Wells riding 
a 1951 BSA Golden Flash. Class winners 
were Richard Caldwell, Colin Giles, Bruce 
Davidson, Terry and Bev Pidduck, Barry 
and Linda Wells, John and Jill Williams. 
The Guest section was won by Alan 
Guddop. The Brian Hopkins Memorial 

Trophy was won by Bruce Davidson and 
the Hunt Trophy for best presented bike 
was Wally and Rosalene Hunt.

Branch member Max Rutherford 
acquired a partly restored Whippet in 2007 
which had been laid up for the past 15 years 
and has now fully restored to beautiful 
condition. The woodwork had been stripped 
and a lot thrown away but Max was able to 
make a lot of the wooden frames and the 
end result went extremely well considering 
that much of the car is made of wood. A lot 
of work was needed on the wooden artillery 
wheels along with attention to the brake 
drums. Help and advice from the Willys 
club and other members was appreciated. 
The Willys now joins the 1937 Austin Ruby 
car and a 1950s Vintage midget racing car. 
Max’s next project is the rebuilding of two 
JBS 500 racing cars which were originally 
built in the UK in 1952 and imported by 
Ron Frost and local man Johnny Callender.

Bryan and Marilyne Gernhoefer won 
the annual Brick Run night trial. A keen 
bunch of seven entrants turned up on a 
fine cool night that started at our own 
clubrooms and followed around the back 
country roads of Inglewood and ended back 
at the clubrooms. No one got lost and 
everyone enjoyed the run.

Waikato  Jeremy Brook
August club night was a well attended 

evening with one of our members, Anthony 
Gilberd, talking of his undersea adventures 
in the Solomon Island some years ago. 

Our annual ladies event has been going 
through something of a resurgence. There 
was an arts theme being “Art on the 
Moove”. The rally commenced at “Splashy” 
at Horotiu. They set off for Te Kauwhata 
and had a number of tasks to complete 
including using colour charts to ensure 
accuracy of reported colours and objects.
After lunch a straight-line navigation took 
place at the Aparangi Retirement Village. 

The day ended at Jackie and Godfrey 
Larsens property where afternoon tea and 
prize giving was held. The final winners 
were Jan Dearlove and Jackie Larsen. 
Thanks go to Bev Taylor and Barb Brook 
for organising an outstanding event.

Our ninth Kairangi Hillclimb was held 
on a sunny warm day with spring showers 
to liven things up. Two Jaguars were entered 
being Ian Patton in his XK150 and Daney 
Ryan in his C-type. Geoff Wilson MG 
T-Type and Gordon Dearloves MGTF, Clive 
Robertson in his Toyota Levin, Roy Rowe 
in his V8 of course, Greig and Brent Terrill 
in their Kurtis Ford Special, Joe Bruntlet 
– Special both using Ford 100E Engines. 
Other entrants were Graeme Brayshaw in 
his ‘54 Cooper Norton, Craig Lang in his 
‘58 Buckler DT2. It was a great day and 
well organised by Snow van den Broek and 
Chris Brown. 

The branch’s spring tour was a tour 
to Whangamata. This three day event 
was organised by Jenny and Ian Patton 
and was held over an extended weekend 
commencing on Friday 4 September 2009. 
Branch members attending met at the 
Tower at Matamata and then went via 
the old Te Aroha Road to Waihi. A visit 
was made to the Newmont Mine to see 
the huge open cast goldmine that operates 
there. The destination was the Patton bach 
at Onemana. On Saturday visits were made 
to the new Whangamata Marina. 

Our Post Vintage Car Rally was held 
on Sunday 4 October in what can only be 
described as foul weather. Those with open 
cars certainly knew all about the elements 
but a good number of hardy soles turned 
out for the rally. The overall winner was 
Gordon and Jan Dearlove. The rally route 
included some really good roads for Vintage 
motoring. The event was ably organised by 
Stu Clotworthy and Eric Rogers.

South Canterbury: John Knowles Rolls-
Royce on the Opening Run. 

South Canterbury:  Lunch stop line up of vehicles.
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The August branch motorcycle club run 
was a trip to Colin and Lyn Pinkerton’s 
property at Te Awamutu and a tour through 
his sheds holding antique farm machinery 
including a wonderful 1908 Burrell traction 
engine. 

Waitemata   Di Humphreys 
The Puhoi Pub, always a popular 

watering hole for motorcyclists, had to share 
the venue with Waitemata’ites on Sunday 
30th August. Max Jamieson’s Brunch 
Run finished there. The run itself took 
the participants through the back roads of 
Helensville, and Waiwera, and although the 
weather was not that great the event was 
well attended.

A Garage Raid organised by Martin 
Gairdner was held on Sunday 20 September. 
Once again the weather was not kind but 
still a good number of folk turned out to 
poke around in other people’s garages! 
The first stop was at Ian Goldingham’s, 
Devonport, to check out the progress on his 
latest restoration and the afternoon finished 
at Roger Herrick’s garage in Birkenhead.

October saw another event held in the 
wet, well we tried to hold an event, a Grass 
Trial, at Don Suckling’s farm in Albany. 
This is a terrific venue but with persistent 
rain over the preceding week the ground 
was extremely wet. The course had been 
pegged out, the coffee was brewing, Anne 
Suckling had made a cake and we just 
awaited customers. Slowly they trickled in 
looking rather bedraggled, Ian Williams and 
Brendan Lamain, Austin 7 mounted; Max 

Jamieson, MG B; John King, modern, there 
to get some good pics, Keith Humphreys, 
Daimler SP250; Kevin/Hamish Andrew MG 
J2, and Di Humphreys, C Type MG. The sky 
cleared for a short time so we watched as 
Ian Williams tried the course but he found 
he had no traction. The Suckling Gee Cee 
Ess was towed out of the shed and finally 
after much tinkering and pushing, kicked 
into life but he too could not get traction 
and had to admit defeat. If there’d been a 
trophy the Williams A7 would have won 
hands down! No one else gave the course 
a try and by 4.30ish the cake had gone, the 
wet crotches wanted drying out, and it was 
too cold to light the barbeque so we called 
it a day. We must hold this event when the 
ground is more suitable, the little action the 
paddock saw made quite a mess.

Wanganui  Fay Chamberlain
Well, we’re still hard at it! The 

community has seen us in various roles, 
the latest being the street collection for 
the Samoan Tsunami appeal, (with VCC 
vehicles collecting buckets of cash, trans-
ferring them from point to point.... Who 
said there wasn’t any “money” in old cars!). 
The branch truck is still much sought after 
for gala days, etc. (the latest being the St 
Marcellin School gala).

The $50,000 new parts shed is now 
under way, with foundation laid ready for 
concrete pouring, waiting for a fine day! 
(Not too many of them lately.) Scrap metal 
collecting is still going strong and adding 
much needed funds to the total. Bonds are 

in the process of being issued to members to 
bridge the financial gap.

Last club night was a bonus too. Way over 
$1000 was raised in the usual annual shiny 
parts (plus other items) auction. Double 
the usual profit! Another successful club 
night saw Stephen and Claudia-Anne Voss 
speak about their recent working holiday to 
Tanzania where they helped with construc-
tion/maintenance work at the local Kagera 
School.

A very successful Sunday Run was held 
too (despite inclement weather)...many 
members enjoyed the visits to the local 
Art Gallery and Museum. It’s amazing how 
seldom the locals visit these places!

Membership is steady, and clubnight 
attendances are in good shape too. 
“Restoration of the Year” is not too far 
away.

Wellington  Ruth Findlay
Club nights are very popular, with 80-100 

people turning up on a regular basis. August 
was no exception when Shane Taylor 
brought his 1952 Triumph TR2 for members 
to look at; this car won the Colonial Cup 
Restoration trophy for 2009. After starting 
into a minor “spruce-up”, Shane found he 
had opened up a can of worms (or is it a 
bucket of rust?). After going to night classes 
to learn welding he started what became a 
16 year project. The result is a magnificent 
classic British sports car. This was followed 
at the September Club night by a visit from 
a very different alcohol guzzling 2000 hp 
beast. Bert King brought his full size dragster 

Waitemata:  Don Suckling attacks the slope in the Gee Cee Ess (John King) 
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into our clubrooms and enthralled us with 
an insight into another area of motoring. 
In 5.4 seconds he reaches 200+ mph in 
1320ft. The engine only does about 1000 
revolutions in anger per run and requires 
attention to bearings etc after just a few 
runs. Our members were pleased to see 
another motoring enthusiast who spends 
more than them on his pride and joy.

Thirty-two cars turned out for the 
inaugural Heritage Rally on Sunday 18 
October in atrocious weather conditions. 
This rally is to encourage members to bring 
out their Veteran and Vintage cars which 
are eligible for the trophy and we were 
pleased to see 12 Vintage cars, as well 
as many other post-intage and post-War 
vehicles. The run took us over many 
country roads and then off-road to the 
top of the Rimataka Incline. It was a good 
competition and the trophy was won by 
Diane and Roger White in their De Soto. 

West Coast  Hemi Te Rakau
September saw our branch take a day run 
up the scenic gem of one of the 6 greatest 
Coastal Highway Journeys in the World to 
Punakaiki and the famous Pancake Rocks 
area. Our mini gymkhana followed lunch 
with skills-honing practice with eggs on 
bonnets, straight line driving over planks 
and other aspects to test skills. A couple 
of new members joined us for the first time 
with their beautiful 1958 FC Holden (still 
has the original plastic covering on the 
tops of the seat backs to protect the seat 
covers - still fresh from the factory). Our 

mates from Westport and the Buller joined 
in with their favourite cars. Our members 
with Model As celebrated international 
Model A Day with a run back up to the 
Barrytown area, some shooting practice at 
the local gun club and a great assemblage 
of the marquee being represented. The 
turn-out at of these members from the West 
Coast and their cars at Barrytown made it 
onto the international news reports from 
around the world as other keen Model A 
owners celebrated the event and marveled 
at the numbers that represented the West 
Coast. Well done mates! We took a more 
local run up the Omoto Valley to visit 
the collection of engines, machinery and 
memorabilia collected and displayed by TJ 
who is a world expert on stationary engines, 
generators and the like. The collection is 
housed in a building which looks like an 
old Caltex country garage complete with 
pumps and suitable “gear”. TJ obviously 
loves his machines and the collection is 
known world wide (praise well-deserved by 
this shy and retiring man) but one who is a 
master of his craft. He is a man of the land 
so much so that he always has bare feet all 
year round, gives him a good “feel” for the 
place! We will tell you more about TJ, with 
his permission, in a later article to Beaded 
Wheels, so watch this space. 
A member, John Rothery and his wife, 
drove their beautifully-restored Bedford 
Truck to the National Commercial Rally 
held recently by the Waimate branch of the 
VCC. They took a leisurely two days to get 

Waitemata:  Ian Williams the only road car to attempt the slope (Keith Humphreys) 

West Coast: TJ’s machinery hall.  

Wanganui: 1926 Indian Scout  proudly ridden by 
owner, Vince Keats
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Allan R H Jones
South Canterbury Branch

Compiled by Barry Barnes

Back in 1967, the Southland Branch 
Bulletin told members that the proprietor 
of the Clarkesville Garage and Service 
Station near Milton was restoring a 1914 
Buick and suggested passing members call 
in to view progress.

So it was that Allan was not infre-
quently interrupted from his labours by 
passing Vintagents, and later that year 
he joined Southland Branch (Gore sub 
Branch).  Not long after Gore Branch was 
formed, and Allan became a foundation 
member. When later South Otago Branch 
was formed, Allan became a foundation 
member of that branch too. Around 30 
years ago Allan, Esme and family moved 
to Temuka and became members of South 
Canterbury Branch, which also counted as 
members his brothers Alvan and the late 
Owen, and son David.

The Buick restoration started with the 
acquisition of a pair of headlights and 
other parts obtained around Central Otago 
and beyond, after brother Alvan located 
the motor.

Restoration was completed to a high 
standard and Allan and Esme took it 
from Invercargill to Nelson on the 1972 
International Rally for its first event.

Among many other events attended over 
the years, the car completed 16 Dunedin – 
Brighton Rallies, breaking the crankshaft 
en route to the 17th.

It also took part in the Bluff to 
Whangarei tour in 1985 celebrating 100 
years of the motorcar.

Allan was also interested in motorcy-
cles, owning a Veteran New Hudson now 
in possession of son Murray, and nearly 
finishing the restoration of a BSA now in 
son David’s hands.

The last run Allan participated in was 
the 25th Annual Clutha Rally where he 

rode the 1917 New Hudson and Esme drove 
the Buick.

Although due to failing health, Allan 
had not been out in the Buick over recent 
years he had owned it for over 40 when he 
passed away in June this year.

Allan was an able and knowledgeable 
restorer and his Buick is a testimony to 
that.

It was a nice tribute that the Buick was 
out with David at the helm at our End of 
Season Run this year.

Our condolences are extended to Esme 
and all the Jones family

OBITUARY

Allan Jones crank starting his Buick at a South Otago  A & P Show (year not known) prior to the Club 
cars on display taking the show princesses on a grand parade lap. Also in the picture are Peter Ryan (left)
and Mel Tapp.

there, not because of the speed of the truck 
and fuel economy, but because that’s the 
way we do things and makes the trip just 
as enjoyable as the event. Coming up we 
have a run to Reefton for our Christmas 
get-together followed a week later by a trip 
to Ahaura in the Grey Valley to a country 
fair meeting held there each year. It is a 
good meeting with where the children get 
to see and become familiar with the “old 
vehicles” that some have not seen before. 
Re-build are continuing in the branch with 
one notable being the total restoration from 
a pile of paddock junk to a pristine Vintage 
Chevrolet by one of our founding members, 
Tom Griffin of Runanga. It has taken a few 
years as life sometimes dictates to us all 
but the end result is spectacular and will 
be offered as an article for Beaded Wheels 
in the future. It is a credit to Tom and 
Daphne as you will all be able to see. One 

more thing before we turn off the ignition 
for this report, don’t forget to read the 
advertisement and get your entries in for 
the Scenicland Rally to be held March 20, 
2010, see you there. 

Wellsford/Warkworth   
 Rita Jorgensen

A pot-luck dinner at Brian and Vivienne 
Guest’s house at Campbell’s Beach east 
of Warkworth on Sunday 30 August was 
followed by our Annual prize-giving. One 
recipient was our worthy secretary John 
Downie of the Clubman of the Year Trophy. 
Fifteen vehicles set off from our clubrooms 
to the Puhoi Cheese factory café for lunch. 
A great variety of cheese to purchase there 
and lovely gardens to explore. A tour 
followed to the Subritzky Vintage Aircraft 
shed at Albany. Aircraft under restoration 
from 1931-1947 biplanes to jetplanes. A 

Vickers Vincent, Gloster Meteor, Hawke 
Fury and an Avro Anson among others.

The Annual Matakohe Kauri Museum 
live day is well worth a visit. Four Wellsford/
Warkworth Vintage cars lined up with 
many more from further north to make 
a good display. Lots of events woodchop-
ping, sawing live models, Kauri crafts. After 
the business part of the September club 
night, plans were discussed for the proposed 
clubroom changes. Books, manuals, photo 
albums have all been stored in boxed in 
members’ houses for some years. Some old 
slides were found and shown of vehicles 
from the early 1900s and photos in albums 
of Wellsford Branch foundation members 
and their car. We should have the new 
clubrooms set up nicely by Christmas. A 
big thank-you to the volunteers at working 
bees.

idletorque
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on


