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All administration matters should be addressed to 
the NatioNal oFFicE in the first instances.

The VinTAge CAr Club of new ZeAlAnd (inC.)
national office
Po box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
Phone 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 
email admin@vcc.org.nz
 
MAnAgeMenT CoMMiTTee 
Please note this information changes annually 
- these details are valid until August 2010.

PreSidenT 
John Coomber  
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

Club CAPTAin norThern region 
John foot 
07 823 5641 nicc@vcc.org.nz

Club CAPTAin SouThern region 
John Chynoweth 
03 439 5474 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SeCreTArY/ TreASurer 
Michael lavender  
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

regiSTrAr 
rod brayshaw 
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPeed STewArd 
frank renwick 
03 352 4383  nickyandfrank@clear.net.nz

MAnAgeMenT CoMMiTTee
bob ballantyne 
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony bartlett 
06 867 9850  

diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  dianeandgeoff@paradise.net.nz 

beAded wheelS ChAirMAn 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

VCCnZ ArChiViST 
betty wallace 
03 942 2723  gbwallace@netspeed.net.nz

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCnZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
AShburTon 
Po box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AuCKlAnd 
Po box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
bAnKS PeninSulA  
Po box 22-431, high Street, 
Christchurch 8142 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
bAY of PlenTY  
Po box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CAnTerburY 
Po box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8052 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CenTrAl oTAgo 
C/- 4b roto Place, wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

eASTern bAY of PlenTY  
Po box 2168, Kopeopeo 
whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
fAr norTh 
C/- Po box 312, Kaitaia 0441 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
giSborne  
Po box 307, gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
gore  
Po box 329, gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
hAwKeS bAY  
Po box 3406, napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
horowhenuA  
Po box 458, levin 5540 
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 

King CounTrY 
C/- 34 house Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MAnAwATu  
Po box 385 
Palmerston north 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MArlborough 
Po box 422, blenheim 7315 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
nelSon  
Po box 3531, richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
norThlAnd  
Po box 17, whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 
norTh oTAgo 
Po box 360, oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 

norTh Shore  
C/- 7 godwit Place, lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
oTAgo  
Po box 5352, dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
roToruA  
Po box 2014, rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SouTh CAnTerburY  
Po box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SouThlAnd  
Po box 1240, invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 
SouTh oTAgo  
C/- M. Tapp, rd 3, warepa, 
balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz

SouTh wAiKATo 
Po box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TArAnAKi  
C/- 86 wilson St, hawera 4610 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAuPo 
Po box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
wAiKATo  
Po box 924, hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
wAiMATe  
4 harris St, waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz
wAirArAPA 
Po box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 

wAiTeMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
wAngAnui  
Po box 726, wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
wellingTon 
Po box 38-418, Petone, 
wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
wellSford/wArKworTh 
Po box 547, warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
weST CoAST  
C/- 9 Stafford rd, 
hokitika 7882 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz 

Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
until october 2010.

The photographs above are supplied by Warrick Orr.

The photos are from albums of the Orr family of Johnsonville and are dated between 1900-1918.  
If any readers can date the vehicles and identify the makes the Orr family would be interested.

A: Alex Orr possibly on a beach in the Wellington area. Alexander was a theatrical manager, he 
drowned in Christchurch’s River Avon Feb, 1911.

B: Mary Orr and canine friend taken at Martinborough.

C: Janet (nee Orr) and Fred Twiss with their sons Brian and Ken in 1909. Not sure where this is 
taken but could be Rarotonga (coconut palms in the background and was posted from the Cook 
Islands.) 

D: Family group. 

A B

C D

PhOtOGRAPhS ReQUiRed

Submissions of suitable prints and 
information (where available) are always 
welcome.
Please send original photographs of 
historical interest with any available 
information to: 
Beaded Wheels,  
Po box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.



dodge dA, page 29.

A well documented 1928 lea-francis, 
page 14.

Phil boult and daughter Ainslea enjoy 
the 2010 dunedin-brighton run in the 
1913 Alldays & onion, page 24.
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The Pidgeon Bugatti taken for a spin. 

 Photo Tony Haycock
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president’s 
message

In response to Kevin’s and my columns 
in issue 303, we have a wonderful letter 
from life member and a founding member 
of this club, Andrew Anderson. I would 
encourage all members to read this letter 
on page eight of this issue. Thank you 
Andrew for your ongoing contribution, 
and the correction about the reason for 
the cut-off date for Vintage vehicles when 
you founded the club. It is refreshing to 
read the clear vision Andrew had all those 
years ago, and time has only confirmed the 
importance of what he had to say then, 
and its relevance today. I have always 
been grateful to have known a number 
of the founding members, and to have 
gained a lot of insight into our history 
from the many early members I have 
had the pleasure of presenting with 50 
year membership badges. While we all 
recognise the importance of preserving 
the history of our vehicles, it is just as 
important to remember the history of our 
members who own those vehicles. A lot 
of that history has been preserved for us 
thanks to the efforts of Grant Hitchings 
who has interviewed many members and 
written down their stories over the past 
decade in his column The way we were.

On Thursday 1 April, Christine and I 
had the privilege of attending the 25 year 
reunion of the 1985 Commemorative Tour 
celebrating 100 years of the motor car, and 
the launch of the DVD produced from 
archival film footage. I must congratulate 
Alan and Shirley Wills who were the 
driving force behind this gathering, and 
who initially approached me for assistance 
with the DVD project. They were part 
of the original organising committee and 
acted as back-up and supply vehicle on this 
historic event, which ran from the bottom 
of the South Island to the top of the North 
Island in March/April 1985. The majority 
of the 98 entrants were in attendance at 
this reunion dinner, and some excellent 
speeches were made by a number of them. 
Alan Wills pointed out to us that this 
was truly a historic VCC event, in that it 
could not now be repeated. He described 
some of the difficulties involved in getting 
such a large number of vehicles, ranging 
from Veteran to Post War vehicles, across 
the Cook Strait and through city traffic 
in Wellington and Auckland, and pointed 

as we see it

The more keen-eyed among you will 
have noticed that issue numbers 300 (Oct 
09) and 303 (Apr 10) were larger than 
usual with 64 pages rather than the 56 we 
have become used to over recent years. 
This issue also contains 64 pages reflecting 
the increase in contributions being offered 
to us thereby allowing us to include more 
editorial content in the magazine. We 
hope to continue the practise of having 
larger issues so keep up the good work 
and the contributions coming in. Maybe 
we can eventually make the increase 
permanent. I hasten to add that so far 
there has been no increase in advertising 
content commensurate with this increase, 
although advertising revenue is always 
welcome. 

An example of an excellent contribu-
tion is the Behind The Wheel column in 
this issue. In this case it seems that discus-
sion between the two parties evolved to 
the stage that Tony Haycock was able to 
take the Pidgeon Bugatti for a drive and 
record his thoughts on this car for us 
in the excellent way he has. Thank you, 
Tony. I know there are very many great 
cars owned by our members and all it takes 
is for you to approach a member with a car 
that you know a little about and offer to 
road test it for him as a subject for a Behind 
The Wheel article. If you are well known to 
the member then there is likely to be little 
resistance to the idea. Once the road test is 
done, carry out a little research if required, 
put pen to paper and enlighten us all. Why 
not grab a mate’s car and go for it!

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

out that it would not be possible today 
with the increased traffic, and the advent 
of traffic management plans which are 
now required for major events. It brought 
home to me how much change there has 
been in the past 25 years, and the diffi-
culties we now have in organising major 
events such as the forthcoming 2012 Rally 
in Wanganui. Thanks for inviting us to 
participate in your celebrations. I am 
truly envious of those who were fortunate 
enough to attend the original event.

The following day we attended the 
North Island Easter Rally in Rotorua. The 
rally was based at the Kingsgate Hotel 
which was an excellent venue, providing 
ample parking and an area behind for 
the Sunday open day, Gymkhana and 
posh picnic. I would like to thank the 
staff at the hotel for making our stay 
very enjoyable and branch Chairman Mel 
Cooper and Colleen for their hospitality. 
A special thanks also to Denis Burr, not 
only for all his work over the weekend 
ensuring things went well, but also for 
lending us his 1930 Dodge for the Rally. 
We felt very much at home in this lovely 
car. Cliff Wickham also kindly lent us a 
car for a couple of days when we stayed in 
Rotorua after the rally. Congratulations 
to Rotorua Branch for a successful and 
enjoyable weekend of motoring, and thank 
you for your excellent hospitality.

Finally, for those who are interested in 
speed events held on motorsport circuits, 
I can advise that National Speed Steward 
Frank Renwick and I attended the 63rd 
Motorsport AGM in Wellington on 
21-22 May. We had hoped to sign off the 
amendment to the 2002 Motorsport/VCC 
agreement but the tight schedule prevented 
this. Following discussions on the proposed 
amendment, it was agreed that we will 
meet with Motorsport executive members 
to finalise the agreement within the next 
few weeks. We will publish this document 
once it has been signed off. In the mean 
time, happy motoring.

John Coomber
National President
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JuNE  
 5-6 waikato double 50
 5-7 Canterbury irishman rally
 5-7 Central otago bar Manager’s weekend Away
 5-7 wanganui Annual rally
 6 Sth Canterbury All british day
 6 northland end of registration and 

Annual dinner
 6 west Coast AgM
 7 bay of Plenty AgM
 8 gore AgM
 9 Canterbury Motorcycle AgM
 9 hawke’s bay AgM
 9 Taupo Mid winter Pot-luck dinner
 9 nelson AgM
 9 waikato AgM
 12 e bay of Plenty night owl run
 12 rotorua Annual dinner & Prizegiving
 13 gore end of Season run
 13 nelson Club run
 13 otago AgM & Pot luck lunch
 13 rotorua Club run
 13 waikato Motorcycle run
 13 wairarapa winter wander
 13 west Coast west Coast Sporting Trial
 14 bay of Plenty AgM
 14 hawke’s bay Club run
 16 Auckland Mid week Tours
 16 gisborne AgM
 16 north Shore AgM
 16 otago Sparkaholics run
 16 rotorua  Mid weekers - Tauranga run
 17 Ashburton AgM
 19 Auckland Motorcycle Meeting
 19 Manawatu brass Monkey night Trial
 19 waikato night rally
 20 Ashburton Solstice run
 20 Canterbury branch AgM
 20 nelson run to Motueka
 20 Sth Canterbury end of Season run
 20 Taupo brunch run
 24 Auckland AgM
 26 Canterbury dine & dance
 26 far north Molloy Trophy rally
 26-27 wellington Colonial Cup rally
 27 bay of Plenty Te Puke garage run

 27 bay of Plenty ladies Mystery Tour
 27 gisborne ladies run
 27 north Shore north Shore/Auckland 

Combined rally
 27 Taranaki run to whanga
 29 South otago AgM
 30 wellington Kapiti Midweek run

 July  
 3 waitemata AgM
 3-4 wellsford/warkworth winter woollies wander
 4 wairarapa Margaret gee Memorial rally
 7 wanganui night Trial
 8 nelson Club night
 8 Sth Canterbury AgM
 10 South otago Annual dinner 
 11 Marlborough Annual Snow run
 11 nelson Snow run
 11 northland Mystery bus Tour
 11 rotorua Swap Meet
 12 bay of Plenty Club night
 13 otago Sparkaholics run
 14 rotorua  Mid weekers - Cambridge run
 14 Taupo Club night
 17 horowhenua night owl
 17 otago Annual branch dinner
 17 waitemata r’oil Can
 18 e bay of Plenty run organised by Peter & 

Corrall
 18 north Shore breakfast run
 18 rotorua Club run
 18 Taupo brass Monkey run
 18 wellington remembrance rally
 24-25 Canterbury Motorcycle Mid winter run
 24 waikato day trip to Te Aroha
 25 bay of Plenty inter Club Visit
 25 gisborne Club run
 25 horowhenua Mid-winter dinner
 28 wellington Kapiti Midweek run

august  
 1 Canterbury winter run
 1 gisborne Annual dinner
 2 rotorua Sulphur City rally
 6-8 Manawatu national AgM
 7 Canterbury Around The bays Motorcycle 

run

 13-15 north otago Pre-1939 run incorporating 
the Topless Tour

 15 Canterbury high Tea & run
 15 north Shore Triple Combined rally
 15 otago P60V rally
 21 northland Swapmeet
 21 otago gM night rally
 22 northland look in
 22 wellington leprechaun rally
 25 rotorua Mid week run - Awakeri Tour
 25 wellington Mid week run
 27-28 rotorua Sulphur City rally

sEptEmbEr  
 1 wanganui Shiny Parts Auction
 4 waimate Swap Meet
 5 Auckland PV V/Pw V/P60 V rally
 5 Canterbury Motorcycle rough run
 10 otago Shiny Parts night
 11 northland Swapmeet
 12 nelson dennis King Memorial Trial 
 12 waikato Kairangi hill Climb
 17-19 Taranaki rubber duckie M/C rally
 18 Canterbury Vintage rally
 18-19 wairarapa Peter Smith Memorial rally
 19 Manawatu Veteran rally
 25 Canterbury Annual Awards dinner
 25-26 north Shore Spring Tour
 25-26 wellington Tom’s Tour
 26 gisborne navigator’s run
 29 wellington Mid week run

VCC events this list of events is compiled from the VCCnZ national Calendar of events, and branch events  
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS

VCC national events
2011
national Veteran rally Ashburton 18 - 20 feb
national Motorcycle rally  north otago 25 - 27 feb
north island Club Captain’s Tour  9 - 20 April
national easter rally Si  gore   22 - 25 April
national easter rally ni Taranaki 22 - 25 April
2012
international rally Vero rally 2012  
   wanganui 16 - 27 Jan
While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the 
accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise 
readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch 
concerned.
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VCCnZ inc 
national Office, 

PO box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local branch contact details.  
You may also contact your local branch directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

John l Goddard trophy
A call for nominations was made in the 

last issue of Beaded Wheels and nomina-
tions are due to close on 30 June. Is there 
someone you would like to nominate? 

Membership Cards
Membership cards have now been sent 

to all financial members. If you have not 
received your membership card, please 
contact your Branch Secretary in the first 
instance and they will notify the National 
Office.

executive Meetings and 
Management Meetings

All Branch Secretaries are forwarded 
a copy of the minutes from Executive 
meetings and Management Committee 
meetings. Should you wish to read any 
of these, please contact your branch 
secretary.

Club website
Don’t forget we have a website.
www.vcc.org.nz 
A forum was set up in 2005 and can 

be accessed via our website. You can also 
down load forms for ID cards, membership 
and Beaded Wheels subscriptions. A copy 
of the branch manual is also available.

FiVA Vehicle identity Card
If you require a FIVA ID card for one 

of their events, please allow at least 10 
weeks for its acceptance. There are charges 
involved. Please contact National Office if 
you require further information.

VCC Speed events
If you are entering any VCC speed event 

you must hold current financial member-
ship, a valid Vehicle ID Card and VCC 
Log Book for the vehicle you are using and 
a valid VCC Historic Racing Licence.

Vero insurance
You can obtain free quotes from Vero 

by phoning 0800 658 411. Have your 
membership card handy, as you will require 
your membership number. The insurance 
cover for Vintage Car Club members often 
includes additional coverage for items 
that increase premium costs with other 
insurance companies, so make sure you 
compare apples with apples.

Club Archives
The Club Archivist opens the Club 

Archive on Fridays for visitors. Betty can 
be contacted to make arrangements to visit 
the Archive outside these times. Contact 
details provided on page two. 
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of the organiser detracts from the enjoyment 
of the event, in that it makes a competitive 
timed section a bit of a lottery as you do not 
know if your odometer is fast or slow.

I urge future rally organisers to put some 
thought into this matter. There is a lot of 
information on this subject available. Larry 
Reid’s Rally Tables is an excellent publica-
tion covering time trial type rallies. It may 
be over 50 years old, but it does the job.

Some thought must be given to the 
route and the odometer check. The event I 
mentioned earlier with the odometer check 
had the route going through town streets, 
traffic lights, railway crossings and a long 
restricted speed section on SH1 on Easter 
Saturday morning. Not ideal when you have 
selected a higher average speed schedule.

An odometer check can be any distance, 
preferably at least five miles or over, either 
before or from the start of the timed section 
and clearly indicated in the competitors’ 
route instructions.

Please rally organisers, include an 
odometer check in your next rally so that I 
will get a ‘yes’ instead of a blank look when 
I ask if there is one.

Bill Grant, Alexandra

dear Sir,
Greetings. Thanks for your great 

magazine which I enjoy every two months. 
Please allow me to correct your date on the 
Far North Tour. The Marsden Cross. Here 
you refer to 1914. I think you should mean 
1814.

Gordon Banfield
Ed note: thanks to the many keen-eyed readers 
who picked up this typo in our December 
issue.

dear Sir,
I have just finished reading the most 

interesting article about John Boyes’ 
Cadillac fuel system and ignition conver-
sion. Congratulations to all concerned. A 
mammoth job and obviously well carried 
out. However I am unable to understand 
why it actually runs. As a teenager when 
I first started playing with and racing 
motorcycles we had the four-stroke cycle 
system firmly embedded in our brains as 
(suck, squeeze, bang, blow) which is intake, 
compression, firing or powerstroke followed 
by exhaust. Surely a motor which is to 
operate requires the spark at the end of the 
compression stroke to create an explosion 
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dear Sir,
Recently the Chevrolet Enthusiasts 

Club of New Zealand Inc advertised in 
your magazine re the Pukekohe Swap Meet 
(held 6 and 7 March 2010). The committee 
would like feedback and comments from 
your readers about what they thought of 
the Swap Meet and any suggestions about 
how it could be improved. Replies to: PO 
Box 76 331, Manukau City, 2241 or email 
info@chevroletclub.co.nz

Secretary
Chevrolet Enthusiasts Club

dear Sir,
During the eight years I have been a 

VCC member I have been to a number of 
VCC rallies, both Branch and South Island 
Easter events.

Only one of those rallies had an 
odometer check distance for the timed 
section competition.

This is quite a serious omission as the 
inability to compare your odometer to that 

mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of new Zealand (inc.) or the publishers.

mailbag

COOLING SYSTEM
CLEANER

Now Available in New Zealand
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Harmful Mineral Scale and Oxide Deposits

After Cleaning with Liquid Intelligence 239
Cleans your Cooling System back to new

Did you know?
Scale Deposits:  Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale
2mm thick insulates and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%

Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in the top of the radiator blocking the core
causing further overheating.

Liquid Intelligence 239 dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling system, will not
damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling system metal surfaces to inhibit
further corrosion.

This cleaner works in all engine cooling system applications, including Vintage and Classic cars, trucks,
earthmoving, mining, farm vehicles and equipment.

Comes as a 2.2kg Kit - enough to do 30 litres (3 cars) $123.50
 Including GST and freight anywhere in NZ

$100.00 If bought with 5 litres of our liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Refill your Cooling system with our Liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Boils at 190 deg                      High Thermal efficienc                          No Pressure needed

For further info or technical data etc, call Roy King toll free 
0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

email roylking@xtra.co.nz   www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

We specialise in all areas of 
upholstery and trimming on 

vintage and cars, boats, vans, 
caravans, motorbikes and trucks 

and much more.

With over 50 years experience
come and see us  

or phone for a quote.

Just off Ferry Road (by CPIT-Polytech) 

8-12 William Street, Christchurch

Phone 03 663 921

We’ve got it covered

D.A. & D.D. Goslin ltD

The Upholstery Specialists
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and a wasted spark system on the same 
engine would have it happening at the 
end of the exhaust stroke or beginning of 
the inlet stroke which is the same thing. 
Most small industrial engines with flywheel 
magnetos run on this principal. Am I 
correct or am I missing something? Or have 
I been sucked in by the old schoolmaster’s 
trick of “spot the deliberate mistake”? I look 
forward to comments from other readers 

Ashley Bell, Invercargill

dear Sir,
Have just completed reading Issue 303 

and enjoyed it so much felt I had to compli-
ment your contributors.

The article on the Delage and the fuel 
injection conversion of the Cadillac gave 

us a great story of the mechanical problems 
and their solving. Allan Wylie’s Hispano 
Suiza article was tremendous allowing us, 
sitting in our armchairs to feel what it must 
be like to drive this magnificent car.

And hats off to Dianne Ross. She makes 
Brass Notes informative and amusing and 
I hope members support her with more 
anecdotes about their cars.

Thank you all for a great read.
Brian Skudder, Waikato

dear Sir
How nice to see reference to the 

‘Founding Fathers’ in both the President’s 
Message and Kevin’s as we see it columns 
of the March/April issue! As one of 
those ‘fathers’ some slight corrections are 
necessary and could be helpful in both 
contexts.

Firstly, the original VVA (Vintage 
Vehicles Association) cut off date was 
nothing to do with an age category like 
20, 30 or 40 years. It was a fixed point date 
of 1927 (not 1926) as being the last year of 

Model T and the flat tank motorcycle era. 
It linked directly to what we, as impecu-
nious students, could afford. One must not 
forget that Model A Fords were still in 
good everyday demand in 1946 and graced 
most dealers’ yards just as much as the V8 
and their contemporaries.

Secondly, the VVA was a University 
Club and only started to gather non-student 
members during 1947.

It was connections with overseas Clubs 
that brought the name change and overseas 
recognised dates of 1918 and 1931 as cut 
offs. This also was dictated to some degree, 
by the VVA being a founder member and 
strong supporter of the Association of NZ 
Car Clubs.

Thirdly, I have no misgivings over the 

extensions of eligibility to the post ‘80 
category since these will probably appear to 
be completely antique in another 20 years 
and then some “preservation” will have 
been both necessary and advantageous to 
future generations. As John points out, 
these extensions do create some tensions in 
such a wide ranging Club as ours, and need 
some rather strong measures to counteract 
them.

In this context, 1 would quote from my 
final report to the Club on my retirement 
from the Presidency at the AGM of 1968.

“Communications still constitute 
our biggest problem. To bridge the gap 
of comprehension between the various 
interests of the members at both national 
and branch levels is vital to the unity of 
the Club and the survival of its tradition 
of tolerance. The approach to this problem 
will be the key to the Club’s future and 
must be high on the priority list of the 
incoming Executive. Its solution will lie in 
a combination of social, communicational 
and financial policies whose broad bases 

must be squarely faced by all members now 
and discussed vigorously at the forthcoming 
Annual General Meeting.

It is because of the relatively new nature 
of this major problem and the length of 
time that I have been associated with the 
Club that makes me feel that somehow 
my ideals are outdated and my approach 
to the problems too old fashioned and has 
confirmed me in my decision to step down 
from the Presidency this year.

For these reasons also however, it may 
do no harm to reiterate the basis of the 
Club’s past policy. Read it carefully and see 
what you disagree with, then come to the 
Annual General Meeting and make sure 
you see that a positive policy is adopted to 
eliminate that which you don’t like.

1) The Club is recognised as a meeting 
point for ALL kinds of people who for 
pleasure or necessity run old motor 
vehicles or have an interest in them.

2) It is there to actively assist any group 
of members to do whatever they like 
doing with their vehicles viz. driving 
them, working on them, or just talking 
about them! By so doing ensuring 
that such vehicles continue to give 
pleasure to their owners and to other 
members.

3) Such activities shall not in any way 
hinder or prohibit the activities of any 
other group of members or individual 
member from enjoying their vehicles 
in any way they choose.

4) The Club is pledged to give the 
greatest amount of service to each 
member at the least possible cost. But, 
as costs rise all members must choose 
between a rise in cost or a diminution 
of services.

At all levels in the past it has been a 
cardinal facet of Club finance that, where 
possible, the public or the user pays for our 
activities.

The modern problem is one arising 
from the great number of people who are 
in category (1) and the corresponding 
tendency for groups to form which are large 
and vociferous and tend to conveniently 
forget item (3) which is really the guts of 
the whole Club.”

We had started a system of National 
Special Interest Groups headed up by 
nationally known and accepted protago-
nists who were only into the invited 
establishment phase when I retired, and the 
supporting drive for their build-up seems to 
have disappeared into the too hard basket. 
With modern communications and Beaded 
Wheels to support it, the concept could 
certainly be now seen in the hard but not 
too hard basket.

mailbag

Allan Wylie had our readers green with envy as he road tested the  Hispano Suiza H6 in Beaded Wheels 
issue 303.
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Finally, Kevin’s quote from the March 
1955 editorial of Beaded Wheels didn’t 
go quite far enough; probably because he 
didn’t know what John was going to say 
in his column! That quoted editorial goes 
on to say – “Unity is strength. Please do 
not let’s degenerate into a lot of vociferous 
groups but go forward as one wholehearted 
body to the attainment of our ideals, asking 
favours of none and fearing nothing. This, 
in its turn, means that every one of us 
must bear with the whims and quirks of 
fellow members. With your co-operation, 
this our new venture Beaded Wheels must 
play a vital part.” How right we were and 
how right Kevin’s feeling that we would 
be proud of his and all his predecessors’ 
efforts!

Andrew Anderson

dear Sir,
Talk about embarrassed, after 40 odd 

years of rallying and motoring in club 
organised events, I really dropped myself 
in it.

Let me explain. Rose and I set off in 
our ‘31 Vauxhall a week early to attend the 
National Easter Rally at Christchurch.

Prior to the event, we supported an 
antique clinker boat run on Akaroa 
harbour and then the Avon river, which 
was novel and enjoyable. The next few 
days were spent visiting old Vintage mates, 
family and friends.

Thursday night prior to Easter we 
attended the 25th anniversary reunion of 
the 1985 Tour of NZ, celebrating 100 years 
of the motorcar.

An emotional and wonderful evening 
organised most ably by old friends Shirley 
and Alan Wills.

Next day, Friday, was registration day 
for the Easter rally and I lined up with 
others on the rally to get our instruction 
packs from Gaye and Brian Goodman, rally 
directors.

Sorry Presto, you haven’t entered - of 
course I have - no you haven’t - but but - 
don’t panic Presto, we’ll put a pack together 
for you, can’t have you missing out.

Red faced but relieved, we went on to 
enjoy one of the best Easter rallies I’ve been 

on for years. Rose was most impressed with 
some Canterbury roads she’d never experi-
enced and we were treated like royalty 
by the Canterbury members and the rally 
committee.

My final request to Brian and Gaye 
was for a rally number card to add to my 
display, which duly arrived in the mail after 
we returned home. Thanks so much Brian 
and Gaye love your wit. I know I’ll never 
forget The Easter Rally Canterbury 2010

Rose and Earl Preston

dear Sir
In Beaded Wheels 300, is an article 

History of the Hudson Motorcar Company 
by Phil Kidd. On page 14 at the bottom is 
a photo of a 1957 Hudson Hornet owned 
by Trevor Johnson, which I have owned 
since March 2010.

The comment at the end of the wording 
under the photo “a Nash with a Hudson 
badge” is completely false. The Hudson 
Hornet did use the same basic body as a 
Nash but used its own unique design. I 
have enclosed a photo of my ’57 Hudson 
Hornet and a ’57 Nash Ambassador, so 
you, Phil Kidd and other readers can see 
that a Hudson Hornet is not a rebadged 
Nash. Firstly the front sheet metal is 
completely different. Chrome and grille are 
also different except for the front bumper. 
Side trim is different as well as swage lines 
in the top part of the doors. Rear fenders 
and tail lights are also different. I think 
the boot lid and rear bumper may be the 

same. The dash board and interior trim 
are also different.

Apart from the mechanicals, the only 
parts that appear to be interchangeable 
between the two are bumper bars, door 
handles, locks, bootlid, glass, horn rim and 
possibly radio and clock and small items 
such as inside door and window handles.

I believe the incorrect comment that 
a Hudson Hornet is a rebadged Nash 
was made many years ago in a reference 
book, and almost everyone followed the 

same mistake and not picked up that it is 
incorrect.

There may also have been some 
confusion with regards to the 1956 Hudson 
Ramblers (far smaller car) which were in 
fact rebadged 1956 Nash Ramblers. In the 
USA in 1957 they dropped the Nash and 
Hudson names on the Ramblers so they 
were simply just sold as Ramblers. 

Hope all this helps clarify the truth and 
shows that not everything in reference 
books is necessarily factual. 

Lindsay McKenzie 
Oamaru

dear Sir
On 6 March, I took part in a motorcycle 

rally organised by my friend Steve Prince. 
We enjoyed great weather for the rally and 
I particularly enjoyed examining the line 
up of some 30 Ariels on the Saturday.

However the real highlight for me was 
to speak with Bill Veitch. I have long 
admired his restorations and I found him 
to be very approachable and excellent 
to yarn with, a real ambassador for his 
hobby.

Thanks Princey it was great to see that 
line up of bikes.

John Thorby
Greymouth

mailbag
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one of the highlights of the 2006 

Vero rally in invercargill was the 

visit arranged for participants to the 

richardson Truck Museum. 

Most attended and were suitably 
impressed with the display. It was the 
subject of The Way We Were articles 
in Beaded Wheels 260 (Feb/Mar 2003) 
and in issue 280 (June/July 2006). The 
museum grew as a result of the passion 
of the owner of the Invercargill trucking 
company company, The HW Richardson 
Group. The exhibition is housed in a very 
large building complex. Tragically Bill 
Richardson died suddenly in 2005 and 
his family have continued to run and 
develop the museum with the help of 
VCC member Ian Ridd, now the museum 
curator. I was in Invercargill recently and 
visited the museum to find if there were 
any additions to the truck collection that 
may be of interest to readers who have 
visited the museum in the past.

The major difference now is the 
upgrading of one of the original buildings 
that houses the exhibition. A new 
reception area has been created incorpo-
rating a large kitchen and rest room. There 
is also an illustrated historical record of 
the displayed vehicles and memorabilia. 
A history of the growth of the company is 
included in this area as well.

The reception area leads through to a 
newly created display hall called the ‘Ian 
Ridd Shed’. It has great significance for 
the Richardson Company. Every truck on 

display was used by, and is representative 
of, all the companies that trade under the 
umbrella of the H.W. Richardson Group. 
They look in near-new condition and are 
all very well presented. Also displayed is 
the 1940 Dodge–built Texaco tanker that 
Bill Richardson regarded as the pride of 
his collection and next to it the Citroen 
that Bill’s son owned before he was tragi-
cally killed in a motor accident some years 
ago. It too is in show-room condition.

There are two other vehicles of interest 
in the Ian Ridd Shed. The first is a 1998 
Ford F 150 XLT utility. This was purchased 
by Bill Richardson in 1998 and when 
he upgraded to a new 2003 Ford F150 
Heritage utility he refused to part with it 
and it was stored. The Heritage F150 was 
the last vehicle Bill owned and it and the 
150 XLT are immaculate. 

At the rear of the existing building 
complex, further additional covered space 
is being built to cater for more truck 
exhibits. Presently the museum has 210 

commercial vehicles displayed along with 
14 other specials.

Of the more recent vehicles introduced 
two are International. One is a 1934 model 
C1 coupe with a body built in Invercargill 
for Wright Stevensons and Co, the stock 
agents, while the other is fitted out as a 
bread delivery van.

The most recent and eye-catching 
addition to the museum though is a 1918 
Mack AC 5½ ton truck, stunning in its 
appearance. It has a 4 cylinder 471 cu.in. 
capacity engine driving through a three-
speed gear box to chain driven rear wheels. 
A circular shaped radiator is positioned 
where the firewall would normally be, the 
fan dragging air forward from the cab and 
exhausting it through vents at the rear of 
the bonnet.

The vehicle initially saw service with the 
United States Army before becoming a fire 
engine with the Maryland Fire Department. 
It was purchased by the museum from a 
Mack truck enthusiast in Calgary Canada 
who had previously sold three trucks to 

The wAY 
we weRe
Words and photos Grant Hitchings 

Ian Ridd Shed – Tankerville Lane

The 1918 Mack AC. The International delivery van.
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Bill Richardson. After a visit he was so 
impressed he decided that the truck would 
display better and be more appreciated 
with Bill’s collection than at his home in 
Calgary. (Previously he had refused to part 
with it). The truck arrived in October 2006 
and was fully restored and on display in 
February 2008. Evidently it had had little 

use as Ian pointed out that the wear on 
mechanical parts was minimal.

Historically the British Army were 
always conscious of the need to have large 
vehicles to transport their troops, and 
during WWI representatives visited the 
Mack International Motor Company in 
the USA to check if their vehicles were 
suitable for that purpose. The military 
noted that the Mack AC with its large 
bullish frontal appearance was similar to 
that of a Bulldog and gave that name to 
the truck The name stuck and in 1932 
the famous bulldog motif appeared on the 
truck, being adopted as Mack’s corporate 
symbol.

When I visited there were two trucks 
being restored. One is a 1911 Reo and the 
other a 1927 Thornycroft, once owned by 
the late Allan Storer who was a commer-
cial vehicle enthusiast of Christchurch. 

In Beaded Wheels 300 I wrote of an early 
Rainier truck that had been donated to 
the museum for restoration. Ian explained 
that it is a major restoration project and 
its re-birth has been shelved until work of 
higher priority has been completed. 

It crossed my mind before viewing the 
display that it would be a herculean task 
just keeping the exhibits clean and shiny 
and fit for display. The solution to this 
became apparent on the day I visited when 
a small army of volunteers was seen giving 
the vehicles’ windows a thorough clean. It 
seems the Richardson family are sponsors 
of the City of Invercargill Highland Pipe 
Band and annually, in return, it forsakes 
its kilts and sporrans and whatever, to don 
overalls and provide a much appreciated 
working bee. Thankfully the only pipes 
present were on the trucks.

 bw
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Titch Allen, the son of a farm 
manager, was an avid motorcycle 
enthusiast all his life and the founder 

of the British Vintage Motor Cycle Club. 
Called Titch because he was only five foot 
three in his socks he built his first motor-
cycle, a two stroke Clyno, from a box of bits 
when he was twelve years old. He had never 
seen a Clyno, and there were parts missing, 
yet he managed to complete the motorcycle 
over one summer. Disaster struck when he 
tried to start it and the cylinder, which had 
been over bored, dramatically sheared off 
and pierced the petrol tank. His second 
motorcycle was a baby Triumph which he 
had more success with and rode it round 
the paddocks for over a year. Titch left 
school at 16 and became a reporter and 
although he was an able writer his main 
asset was his own motorcycle transport. He 
became involved in motorsport reporting, 
especially motorcycling, and knew many 
of the pre-war personalities involved in 
motorcycling. During the war he became 
a dispatch rider and did more than just 
follow orders. He came up with a way of 
decreasing the petrol consumption of a 
standard BSA M20. This earned him a 
special pass headed “Test purposes” signed 
by his CO which was in effect a license 
to ride anywhere. He was instrumental in 
organising trials as a way of training DRs, 
took part in the invasion of Europe, and 
was possibly the first dispatch rider to reach 
the Rhine. He was awarded the British 
Empire Medal for his services. 

In his memoir he said that the idea 
of starting the Vintage Motor Cycle Club 

came to him in 1942, somewhere near 
Tunbridge Wells, while returning to base 
on a beautiful midsummer night. Titch said 
that he was carried away with the sheer joy 
of riding a wonderful old bike - a 1930 Scott 
De Luxe Flying Squirrel. After spreading 
the idea through the motorcycling press the 
official launch and inauguration meeting 
was held on 28 April 1946. Thirty-eight 
Vintage motorcycle enthusiasts, all riding 
machines from the 1920s, travelled to the 
Lounge Café near Guildford in Surrey. 

After the war Titch became a sales 
representative and began his infatuation 
with Brough Superiors. Potential customers 
were impressed when Titch made sales 
calls on his Brough. He raced a number 
of Broughs in the events organised by the 
Vintage Motor Cycle Club and played a 
leading part in the development of the club 
and the events which were the forerun-
ners of all the classic motorcycle clubs 
and events today. The Club has gone from 
those original 38 to over 16,000 members 
in 79 sections. The VMCC holds the 
annual Banbury Run, the world’s largest 
pre 1930 motorcycle rally as well as the 

great favourite of spectators, the Festival 
of 1000 Bikes at Mallory Park. The Club 
supplies restorers world wide with parts and 
information and has the most comprehen-
sive range of motorcycle transfers available. 
The VMCC library holds factory records 
for the major British motorcycle companies 
and is believed to have the largest collec-
tion of motorcycle-related catalogues and 
pamphlets in the world. 

As well as his journalism Titch 
published a number of books including six 
Road Test Journals, Brough Superior from 
1923, The Velocette Saga: The Story of a 
Great Motorcycle, and his autobiography 
Titch: The Founders Tale. Titch continued 
writing till the very end and his column, 
Matters Arising appeared as usual in the 
March 2010 issue of the VMCC journal 
The Vintage Motorcycle. Although small 
in stature, Titch was a giant in terms 
of his contribution to the preservation, 
riding and racing of old motorcycles. In 
a ceremony at Donington Park in 2004 
Titch was awarded the OBE for his services 
to motorcycle heritage. Charles Edmund 
Allen died on 18 March 2010. 

Charles (titch) Allen 
Obe, beM. 1915 – 2010 
Words and photo Ashley Blair

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
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GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
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Titch Allen, 2nd 
from left, on a 1912 
Humber. Brighton 
Run, 1949.
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historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by

graeme rice timelines
100 YeARS AGO – 1910

Even though the White House had ordered 
a Baker electric van, electric cars were on the 
way out in spite of simplicity, silence and 
ease of control. Sales of steam cars were 
ahead of electric. The main reason was the 
weighty storage battery. “Much is heard of the 
wonderful new battery being perfected by Mr. 
Edison, but there is an absence of anything 
definite that proves its practicality and that 
fulfils the extraordinary claims made for it.”

75 YeARS AGO – 1935

If you drank lots of cups of Bell Tea, and 
had the mental agility to think of ten good 
things about Self Help Teas and write them 
down, you could have several attempts to 
enter a draw to win a Morris. The exact 
model was a bit of a rarity and described as a 
brand new Morris 18hp five passenger sedan 
valued at £439. Side valves, six cylinders, 
2062cc, 3speed with an optional 4. 

50 YeARS AGO – 1960

Bit of a blow for the old school of Vintage 
bespoke car makers when Daimler was 
bought by Jaguar and Bristol-Siddeley decided 
to knock car making on the head. Neither 
company could foot it in a world where 100,000 
units had to be churned out annually to fund 
R&D and where hype was more important 
than heritage. Armstrong Siddeley was gone 
after 56 years, while Daimler was “Lyonised.” 

30 YeARS AGO – 1980

Even with carless days and petrol 50 cents 
a litre, why did a Christchurch group build 
an electric van called the NEEV – short 
for “Natural Energy Electric Vehicles” Ltd, 
costing $8,000. With a 55km/h cruising speed 
and an 80 kilometre range it might have been 
a better buy than a Lada 1500 for the same 
money. A “Name It” competition received 
suggestions like – Battery Box, E-Zgo, Grocery 
Getter and Lead Wedge. First prize was a parcel 
of shares in the company. Gosh!

Under the new 
ownership of

Pukekohe

NEw ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE Of pISTON RINGS fOR vINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS
wE CAN mAkE CuSTOm RINGS fOR mOST

CARS, TRuCkS & SmALL ENGINES
Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

On June 24, 1910 ALFA was formed in 
Milano, Italy. Its predecessor was Societa 
Anonima Italiana Darracq formed in 1906 
to assemble Darracq cars but these were 
under-powered for the rough local condi-
tions and did not sell well in Italy. So 
in 1910, Anonima Lombarda Fabbrica 
Automobili, (which sounds much better 
than the English translation, Lombard 
Automobile Factory, Public Company) 
produced its first non-Darracq car. It was 
a 24hp car designed by Guiseppe Merosi. 
From the start ALFA used innovative 
advanced design and engineering. The 
1910 24hp featured for the first time a one 
piece 4 cylinder engine block and a single 
universal drive shaft. The marque did not 
become Alfa Romeo until 1920, adding the 
name of Nicola Romeo, a Neopolitan who 
took control of ALFA in 1915. This will be 
another good excuse for a second round of 
centennial celebrations.

In Milano, 26-27 June, Italian celebra-
tions will feature 3000 Alfa Romeo cars 
circling the city. These celebrations can be 
followed on www.alfisti.com.

In New Zealand a Centennial Tour starts 
in Bluff and covers many great driving 

roads in both islands to reach Cape Reinga 
and then ends at Hampton Downs for the 
Centennial Track Weekend. Overnight 
stops are mostly based at Top 10 Holiday 
Parks visiting: Invercargill, Dunedin, 
Queenstown, Twizel, Christchurch, 
Westport, Blenheim, Wellington, Napier, 
Ohope Beach, Waihi Beach, Kaihu, 
Kerikeri, Auckland, and Hampton Downs 
Motorsport Park.

Alfa Romeo owners, friends, those who 
enjoy Italian autos are invited to join the 
tour, from just one day, several days, either 
North or South Islands, the whole trip or 
just the Hampton Downs Track weekend.

The track weekend programme 
will appeal to everyone: tourers, racers, 
sprinters, Trofeo racers, paraders, sight-
seers, show and shiners, dealers and Ateco 
as importers of Alfa Romeo cars.

See our website; www.arocnz.org.nz for 
more details and forms.

AroCnZ Contacts 
John Anstice, Vice-President, 03 347 9796  
John McTavish, President 07 543 2521
AroCnZ Centennial Tour of new Zealand  
22 September – 8 october 2010 and AroCnZ 
Centennial Track weekend 8– 10 october 2010.

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of new Zealand

2010 
Centennial 

Celebrations 
for Alfa
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1928 Lea-Francis  
S Type Hyper #14005

Words Ian Goldingham, 
 The Lea-Francis Owners Club

s type 14005 was always 
 a significant motor car.  

it was the first of six S type frames 
laid down on 4 October 1927.  

it was the first hyper to be fitted 
with a plate type clutch, and 

therefore the first to be produced 
to the 1928 catalogue specification. 

The body, a four seater fabric tourer 
finished in blue with brown 
furniture hide upholstery, was fitted 

by Cross and Ellis on 25 October 1927. 
Following final testing on 9 November, 
14005 was delivered to C B Wardman Ltd, 
the London Agents on 12 November 1927. 

It was then sold to Ronald Hayes 
Ballantyne (1901-1987) of Christchurch, 
New Zealand. 

Ronald was in London on business in 
late 1927 and presumably purchased the 
car direct from the showroom floor. It 
was registered in England as YU 4509 and 
spent the winter months of early 1928 in 
England. Before leaving London Ronald 
managed to attract the attention of the 
constabulary and collected a stiff ticket for 
racing around Hyde Park! 

The Hyper was first registered in New 
Zealand on 25 September 1928 and created 
quite a lot of interest in the motoring 

fraternity. Ronald at that time lived at 
58 Hansons Lane and set some rather 
infamous fast times between his home in 
Riccarton and the family store in central 
Christchurch. He returned to London in 
1929 to marry Janet Campbell.

Ronald competed in various local 
competitions and rallies. One remembered 
by the family went to Lakes Lyndon and 
Coleridge via Porters Pass. In June 1929 
Ronald and his brother Roger entered the 
Hyper in the Challenge Cup, an event 
comprised of three trials run by the 
Canterbury Automobile Association. They 
were singularly successful and won the cup 
for the private owner gaining the most 
points in the three trials. The compe-
tition Judge Mr WG Carey announced 
that: “The winner was Mr RH Ballantyne 
who piloted his Lea-Francis through 
each test with conspicuous success, As 
a motorist who knows his car perfectly, 
Mr Ballantyne handled his sporty tourer 
splendidly on the flat and along the long 
hill trails. He dropped only 27 marks in 
a total of 3000 in the three trials, no 
mean performance. His success is shared 
by his younger brother who acted as route 
director from the rear seat.”

A vote of thanks was passed to the 
various officials who had done so much 
for the success of the trials. The cups 
were awarded on 15 July 1929 at a specials 
dinner held by the Canterbury AA.

The surprising thing about Ronald was 
that he was both generous and rather shy, 
preferring to be anonymous. He was a 
family person with a strong interest in the 
outdoors. He had an inquisitive mind and 
was prepared to experiment. This showed 
up in his engineering bent when he built 
a large pop-top caravan for camping. It 
was based on a US design with Model T 
axle and wheels and had some unique 
features added by Ronald. The lower half 

Hyper competing in the Canterbury AA Challenge Cup June 1929 

Hyper in a classic period photograph, Jack Hudson 
outside Takapo House, a roadside tavern.

Ronald Ballantyne and the Hyper at home at 
483 Ilam Rd, Christchurch.

Hyper on the Ferry. Hyper in the snow.
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was of plywood construction with a wind 
up canvas covered top with leadlight 
windows. There were jacks in each corner 
to keep it level and a hardwood tow bar 
with a horizontal ball coupling. This can 
be seen with the Hyper, camping at the 
Hurunui River.

However the demands of a steadily 
growing family and health problems with 
neuralgia meant that Ronald felt that the 
Hyper had to be sold. So on 14 September 
1936 it passed on to one of the Shacklock 
boys of the famous family of foundry 
engineers from Dunedin. Reputedly John 
Thomas Shacklock better known as Jack, 
ran the car in a spirited fashion up until 
his marriage in September 1938.

It then passed on to William 
Thomas Murdoch, a window dresser of 
Christchurch, who kept it though most 
of WWII. He finally parted with it on 11 
June 1945. 

At this stage the car’s history is a little 
bit hazy, as unfortunately the ownership 
papers are quite damaged and are hard to 
read. I think there’s a missing short term 
owner as we know that on 6 September 
1945 its next owner was Kelvin James 
Thompson of Kuratawhiti St in Greytown. 
He was a Flight Sergeant in the RNZAF 
and had trained as a mechanic and 

machinist. Presumably he had bought 
the Hyper from the unknown owner in 
September 1945 while based at Wigram 
Airbase in Christchuch. Kelvin returned 
to the North Island and his hometown to 
marry his sweetheart Nora. 

They used the car as their runabout 
until 30 August 1946 when it was bought 
by Mr Ansell of Wellington. He is reputed 
to have purchased the Hyper from a 
gentleman over the ranges in the Waiarapa 
and this description fits Kelvin to a tee.

Alfred Errol Ansell lived at 32 Marie 
St in Woburn, Lower Hutt. He was an 
extraordinary character and was appointed 
in 1936 as the first traffic officer in New 
Zealand. During the war he was based in 
Carterton on Home Guard duties. After 
the end of WWII he ran Ansell & Folke, 
a garage in Ward St, Lower Hutt that 
specialised in sports cars. The garage had 
the Singer agency. 

His partner was Phil Folke, an ex tea 
planter, who had flown Sunderlands with 
RAF Coastal Command during the war. 
A fastidious driver with a strong competi-
tive edge, Errol was one of the founding 
members of both the NZ Sports Car Club 
and the NZ Racing Drivers Club. He had 
a wide circle of friends who included most 
of the prominent drivers of the region, 
personalities such as Percy and Sybil Lupp, 
Geoff Easterbrook-Smith, Bob Gibbons, 
Roy Cowan, Rob Bagnall and Jock 
Brough.

While used largely as a family car, 
Errol was not above using the Hyper for 
the occasional trial or hill climb when 
necessary. 

The Hyper then moved on, back to the 
South Island with Arthur Gilbert and his 

wife Jean, who lived at 239 Lyttelton St 
in Christchurch. It was their next door 
neighbour Gordon Wheeler, who ran MG 
Sales and Service, that almost certainly 
introduced them to the Lea-Francis tourer 
and effected the sale. Arthur was quite a 
popular guy and fond of the do-it-yourself 
approach to life. He was foreman for 
British Pavements and spent days away 
from home managing road gangs up and 
down the coast. This meant his weekends 
were precious and the Lea-Francis was the 
Gilberts’ pride and joy. They spent hours 
washing, polishing the silver wire wheels, 

buffing the dark fabric upholstery with boot 
polish until it glowed. Brasso and Silvo 
were applied to the brightware, especially 
the instrument panel. The effects of this 
intense attention to polishing can still be 
seen on the dashboard today in the form 
of a strange buff coloured patina. 

Arthur was keen on motor racing, but 
largely as a spectator or occasionally as 
support crew for his neighbour Gordon. 
In 1949 the family watched the first of the 
Wigram motor races from the comfort of 
the Lea-Francis. He also apparently raced 

The Ballantyne Hyper somewhere up the Hurunui Valley, in picnic mode 1932-33. The owner Ronald 
Ballantyne is the gentleman to the right in the striped blazer. The others being his brother Gerald and 
sister Jean. 

Hyper fording the Hurunui River 

Ballantyne Hyper with caravan

The Hyper outside the Gilbert family home in 
Grassmere St, Papanui, Christchurch.
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the Hyper in an amateurs’ invitation event 
at Brighton Beach in the early 1950s.

As his family grew to one boy and three 
girls it became imperative to move to a 
larger house. They had the opportunity 
to buy his parents’ home in Grassmere 
St, Papanui. Unfortunately the Hyper had 
to be sold to pay for the new home and 
its next owner was literally there on the 
doorstep.

The Hyper was next bought by Arthur 
Gilbert’s young nephew, Struan Robertson. 
He was in his early 20s and had recently 
graduated from Flock House Agricultural 
College. He needed a reliable car to use 
for work on the arable farms of South 
Canterbury and ended up paying £250 for 
the Lea-Francis on 18 March 1953. This 
turned out to be a young man’s folly as over 
the next few years the Hyper proved to be 
more of a liability, although according to 
his uncle this may have had more to do 
with his nephew’s style of driving! Struan 
found that the Zenith carburettors, with 
which the Hyper was currently fitted, 
were not working the best and replaced 
them with a pair of SUs. He also had to 

replace the ring gear which was on its last 
teeth. This meant weeks of going though 
spares catalogues until he finally found a 
reasonable match: Humber Super Snipe! 
108 teeth and front and rear entry for the 
bendix drive. Also about this time the 
original headlights seem to have jumped 
ship to be replaced by a more contem-
porary pair of Bosch lamps. Struan was 
an early member of the Rakaia Car Club 
which lasted for a few years and then he 
joined the larger Canterbury Car Club.

Unfortunately after two years of 
rural mileage the Hyper started to let 
the side down. Firstly on an extended 
weekend to the West Coast it ran a big 
end while travelling between Hokitika 
and Greymouth. Fortunately there was a 
garage in Greymouth that was able to 
regrind the crankshaft and pour a new 

white metal bearing. Returning to the 
Canterbury plains it was only a few months 
later that she ran a big end for a second 
time. Already financially strapped from 
the previous repair, Struan had no choice 
other than to put the crippled Hyper away 
and revert to a motorcycle for transport. 

Out of the blue came a letter from 
Mr Clive Fuller of Hastings, wanting to 
purchase the Hyper. Quite how he came to 
know of the car’s situation is a mystery, but 
the Fullers’ already had a 1926 Lea-Francis 
J type tourer that they ran as family 
transport. To Struan it was a chance to 
turn his liability into an asset, admittedly a 
small one as he sold the car for just £50. So 
on 15 September 1955 the Hyper headed 
back to the North Island for a spell in 
Hawke’s Bay. 

Clive Fuller was a tall slim gentleman 
who loved the agrarian lifestyle of New 
Zealand but also clung tenaciously to his 
English roots. Hence he was seen to be a 
bit eccentric by his two sons, Melvin and 
Warren. Mr Fuller set about refurbishing 
the Hyper which included a new exterior 
skin of black Rexene leather cloth. All the 

work including the needlework was done 
proudly by Clive himself. His younger son 
Warren also became his leading hand and 
took on the responsibilities of chief buffer 
and polisher. This can be seen in some 
of the family photos of the Hyper with 
Warren, aged 16, in the driver’s seat ready 
to venture to the far horizon.

In the late 1950s Mr Fuller had a visit 
from a couple of young Vintage enthusiasts 
from Wanganui. They were Ken Wright, 
who owned a 1927 J type Doctors coupe, 
and his friend Peter Williamson. Clive 
took them for a drive in his Hyper and 
Peter was immediately impressed by the 

character of this “proper” sports tourer. Part 
of this character was no doubt watching 
Clive drive wearing half length gumboots! 
Peter particularly liked the sound of the 
Meadows’ exhaust note enhanced by a 
Fordson tractor muffler.

Soon after this visit Mr Fuller suddenly 
died and the car’s ownership was trans-
ferred on 1 April to his wife who rejoiced 
in the name of Orma Emma Montague 
Fuller. Times became tough for her family 
and at the end of 1959 she offered to 
sell the Hyper to Ken Wright for £250. 
As this was financially impossible at that 
time for Ken, Peter stepped forward and 
was delighted to be able to be the Hyper’s 
next custodian. Picking the car up was an 
interesting exercise starting with a Friday 
night ball, one hour’s sleep before an early 
morning start, a three hour drive of 120 
miles to Hastings with Ken. Followed a 
lightening-fast payment and fast return trip 
to Wanganui by 1.30, time for a vital game 

of cricket! Ken later commented to Peter 
that he was going rather fast through town, 
to which Peter blithely said he was only 
doing 30mph. Belatedly he realised it was 
the rev counter that he had been looking 
at. Peter used the Hyper pretty much as 
an everyday car. He attended Vintage Car 
Club and motor sport events up and down 
the country.

High mileage was to prove the Hyper’s 
undoing when the wear in the back wheel 
splines reached a critical point. Faced with 
an expensive repair and a lack of money, 
Peter decided to accept an offer of £100 
from Roy Southward and parted company 
with 14005 in 1966 hoping that she would 
be back on the road one day soon.

For the next 40 years or so 14005 was 
moved from small storage shed to large 
off-site warehouse and back to museum 
basement storeroom, all the while keeping 
well out of sight and memory of those 
who knew this car during their lives. Now 
finally it has come out of deep storage to 
take its place on the workshop floor at the 
top of the Museum’s restoration list.

The Hyper’s engine bay in Mr. Robertson’s time 
with the replacement SU carburettors. Note the 
supercharger is no longer fitted by this stage.

Young Warren Fuller ready to roll, just before the 
car was sold to Peter Williamson.

The Hyper on the Castrol National Vintage Car 
Rally entered and driven by Peter Williamson.Hyper with Warren Fuller
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Back in 2003 when we visited the 
UK for the Lea-Francis Owners 
Club 50th celebrations, I was unsuc-

cessful in bringing back Cameron Millar’s 
YW 6258 “the car of my dreams”. As a 
consequence I returned to New Zealand all 
fired up to restore one more Lea-Francis. 
This desire led to me making a fairly direct 
request to Southwards Museum to see if 
they were prepared to sell their Hyper as 
there seemed to be no prospect that it 
was ever going to be restored in the near 
future.

John Bellamore, the museum’s workshop 
manager, tells me that this rather brusque 
approach had the opposite but equally 
effective reaction of spurring the Museum 
Trust into realising just what a unique car 
they had sitting in the dusty dungeon of 
the basement store. As one of the earliest 
examples of the world’s first supercharged 
production cars, this S type Hyper was a 
potentially significant attraction for the 
Southwards Car Museum.

Now, finally in 2007 it was to come 
out of deep storage, to take its place on 
the workshop floor near the top of the 
Museum’s restoration list, just behind the 
1750 Alfa Romeo. It was excellent to know 
that this survivor was at last going to show 
off its lines and pedigree.

Firstly a full assessment of the Hyper’s 
condition was made by the restoration 
workshop led by John Bellamore. This was 
especially critical as this is one of the few 
fabric bodied vehicles that Southwards had 
in their collection and there were fears 

that its underpinnings would not be all 
that sound. However after a careful inspec-
tion the ash frame was found to be in an 
excellent state of health and not full of the 
terrors expected. Reassured, the workshop 
got underway with the separation of major 
components.

This was helped by a wide array of 
factory drawings sourced from Barrie Price 
at Lea-Francis Cars Ltd. Other original 
factory drawings came from the late 
Albert Luggate via Ross Smith and Neville 
Webb in Australia. In the museum’s files 
there were even some drawings that were 
examples that I had passed on to Sir Len 
Southward 35 years ago!

A significant bonus came from Jack 
Jeffries, owner of Hyper 14028, the second 
oldest S type in the UK. He kindly 
agreed to allow Colin Poynter, the LFOC 
Registrar, to take reference photographs of 
his wonderfully original and sister car to 
help in the correct restoration of 14005.

These photos confirmed that the uphol-
stery discovered underneath the 1950s 
black Rexene was the original blue leather 
cloth which had been later painted black. 
Using scraps of the old fabric, a close blue 
match was soon found in a current product. 
One area of concern was the gearbox 
which was badly worn and had casting 
damage from rural roads. A brand new set 
of gears was commissioned from Bettany 
Gears of Wellington and another parts box 
cannibalised for better components

Because my own 1928 Lea-Francis 
restoration was also underway, there were 

parts in common that we were able to 
co-produce, swap or adapt. 

One of John’s major worries was 
finding some of the original cream casein 
dashboard laminate; fortunately I still 
had a half sheet left over from my own 
Lea-Francis M type restoration many years 
ago. So that problem was resolved.

In the meantime I was able to help start 
sourcing the many missing elements that 
the car had lost over the years. Headlights, 
horn, starter button, spare wheel side 
mount etc. John also dug deep in their 
own parts store and found suitable torpedo 
sidelights and dash lamps. 

In other areas, such as the missing 
Cozette No 8 supercharger, things were a 
lot more difficult to find. In the end the 
Trust opted for twin carburettors rather 
than delay the restoration process waiting 
for something that may never be obtain-
able in time. The original blower had 
been taken off the Hyper very early in the 
car’s past, possibly by England Motors of 
Christchurch, due to unavailability of the 
correct grade of petrol.

 The radiator also needed a lot of 
specialist attention as this is the jewel in 
the crown of a display vehicle and the 
Hyper radiator is a stunning example. The 
core was of course beyond its operational 
life and had to be replaced. Replicore of 
Whangarei were tasked with the mission 
and after they had a new core shipped 
out from Vintage Radiators in the UK, it 
was all sent down to Auto Restorations 

Above: Hyper out of storage and on the workshop floor. Top right: Lea-Francis Hyper in Southward’s basement store. Bottom right: Restoration at mid stage, 
Darryl Glen at work.

the restoration of 1928 lea-Francis S type hyper #14005
Words and photos Ian Goldingham
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in Christchurch for the shell repairs and 
reassembly.

Southward’s chief mechanic Darryl Glen 
made strong progress on the chassis whilst 
the engine went off to Murray Horn for 
reconditioning. The original Duralumin 
conrods were deemed to be too old to 
be trustworthy and substituted with steel 
examples. Remarkably, pretty much all 
of the original engine components were 
able to be retained with exception of the 
aluminum clutch pressure plate which had 
terminal cracks.

The chassis and running gear were 
probably the most straightforward area 
of the restoration with virtually no areas 
needing replacement. The decision was 
made to keep the ventilated front backing 
plates as this was part and parcel of the 
car’s New Zealand history.

By middle of 2008 all the coachwork 
and painting had been done inhouse by 
the workshop team. The body was then 
reunited with the chassis and the guards 
assembled so that it could go off to 
Kerry’s Upholstery in Levin for its interior 
treatment. 

In January 2009 the engine came back 
and detailed assembly began with only 
the radiator still to make its appearance. 
An unfortunate handling error in transit 
damaged the newly finished radiator and it 
had to return to Christchurch for remedial 
repairs.

Finally in July the radiator was returned 
from Auto Restorations and took its pride 
of place, capping off an extremely successful 
project. Road testing the car before putting 
her on display, John Bellamore was 
impressed by the torque from only 1500cc 
and now understands why we in the LFOC 

hold these cars in such high regard. He 
said that in many ways 14005 is probably 
one of the most practical and versatile 
vehicles in the Museum’s roadworthy fleet 
and hopefully the Hyper will be able to 
leave the display hall for the occasional 
VCC event such as the 2012 International 
Rally.

 14005 is currently now on “front of 
house” duty in the main foyer of the 
Museum. She shares this honour along 
with her co workshop mate the Alfa Romeo 
1750 and they make an eye catching pair. 

 It was decided to do a photo shoot 
with the Hyper later in the year and this 
enabled us to invite some special guests to 
share in the unveiling on 5 October 2009. 

Campbell and Peter Ballantyne the 
sons of the first owner Ronald Ballantyne, 
came from Christchurch. To complete the 
synergy Peter Williamson the Hyper’s last 
operational owner was able to drive down 
from his home in Wanganui to attend.

 Monday morning was cold and blustery 
with the major roads to the north blocked 
with snow. The forecast was for heavy rain 
to follow, so we were lucky to have a small 
window of blue sky and polar tempera-
tures. 

As a reflection of the Ballantyne family’s 
camping holidays at the Hurunui River, we 
decided to try and emulate this background 
on the nearby Waikanae River. John very 
bravely set off with a Hyper full of our 

Above: Hyper and Southward Museum workshop team John & Daryll. Top & Bottom Right: 1929 and 2009 photos of the Hyper in the Hurunui River and the 
Waikanae 80yrs later! 

The Ballantyne family present the original English license plates to John Bellamore 23 jpg
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Veteran guests and manoeuvred the Hyper 
gingerly down onto the gravel riverbed, 
gently reversing her up to the waterline (30 
hours later this same spot was under two 
meters of raging floodwater). A brief half 
hour was spent getting the shots before 
conditions deteriorated and it was time 
to take 14005 back to Southwards. I must 
take my hat off to all three of our guests, 
who at their age were prepared to stand by 
their old steed suffering hypothermia in 
the face of an approaching storm. It was 
much appreciated.

On our return to Southwards Museum 
the Ballantyne family made a most 
unexpected presentation to John Bellamore 
of the Hyper’s original English license 
plates YU 4509.

Peter Ballantyne explained: “The 
original UK registration plates YU 
4509 which came off upon the registra-
tion of the vehicle in New Zealand had 
remained in Ronald’s garage over the years 
and then his son’s. It was only on being 
contacted by Ian about the restoration of 
the Lea-Francis and from a perusal of the 
old photos that we realised they were the 
original plates and we were very pleased to 
be able to reunite them again with the car 
in Wellington.”

After a morning of shared enjoyment 
the last words come from the Ballantyne 
family.

“The standard of the restoration far 
exceeded our expectations and the five of 
us, Ronald Ballantyne’s two sons together 
with wives and one grandson were truly 
impressed and greatly appreciated joining 
the photo shoot of S type 14005 in 
Wellington. It was also great to meet Peter 
Williamson and to hear some of his story. 

We are sure that Ronald would have 
been equally impressed. Ian Goldingham 
has done a tremendous job in tracing the 
history and specifications and John 
Bellamore of the Southward Trust and 
Motor Museum has exercised considerable 
skill and dedication in the restoration. The 
ride in the car was a memorable experience 
for us and was one that none of us had ever 
expected would occur. We were greatly 
impressed with the way the vehicle ran 
and looked. We certainly appreciated how 
Ronald would have been attracted to it in 
1927.”  bw

Sources and Assistance:

Ballantyne Family: albums and information 
courtesy of Campbell and Tim Ballantyne

Keith Shacklock, Alastair Ansell,  
Struan Robertson, Peter Williamson. 

The late Warren Fuller and  
Sir Len Southward KBE. OBE.

Lea-Francis Cars Ltd (Factory records): 
Barrie Price

Lea-Francis Owners Club: Register:  
Colin Poynter and Jack Jeffries: 

NZ Genealogy Society Records

Southwards Motor Museum Trust:  
Stan Bellamore, Roy Southward

Southwards Motor Museum Workshop: 
John Bellamore & Team

The Press, Christchurch

Hyper 14005 with (L to R) Tim Ballantyne, Campbell Ballantyne and Peter Williamson.
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They came from near; they came from afar; some came from 
the northern island and some even came from overseas. 
All in all there were about 175 vehicles entered for this 

outstanding event.
A choice of four routes provided something for every age and 

type of vehicle with a 30 mile flat sealed run for the Veterans and 
ranging up to an 80 miler for the blood and thunder types. All 
routes had morning breaks at a variety of pleasant venues. The 
Veterans particularly enjoyed a “shed raid” to view Ray Drury’s 
extensive workshop and collection of vehicles. All the routes came 
together for a lunch break at the Rolleston Community Centre. 
With a little time on their hands and all the vehicles in one place 
many took the chance to have a closer look and compare stories 
and notes with colleagues. The afternoon run took in some quiet 
roads with light traffic but still quite close to the main highways. 
This also provided the opportunity for a lengthy timed section 
for all competitors.

Upon arrival back at Cutler Park our colleagues from the Banks 
Peninsula Branch put everyone through the first of a series of field 
tests. Once again the BBQ area became the place to be, with a 
swing band playing light music in the background, but many were 
seen checking out the cars which were parked nearby. Here too 
was the first drama of the weekend when an inside rim burst on 
Garry Cook’s 1929 Dodge DA just as he was parking. Plenty of 
advice was offered and Rob Ross was seen helping to change the 
damaged wheel. This was also the first look many got of Don 
and Marlene Muller’s beautifully restored 1923 Ansaldo 4C. The 
standard of workmanship is very high and Don’s previous life in 
telephones is demonstrated with the very neat wiring. 

A special moment was when Joe Grose demonstrated his 
1919 Nash breakdown truck to hoist up the front end of a big 
Vintage car and tow it away. The look on the owners face was 
something to behold, particularly as he speaks little English and 
has toured the world in his car for several years along with his 
wife and four children.

Saturday evening was a rollicking affair with a large crowd 
attending a “Music Hall” at the Papanui Club. Compere, Branch 
Chairman John Bartlett, soon had the crowd laughing at his jokes 
and stunts. It was clear, as he introduced the entertainers, that 
John had missed his true vocation. A bevy of gorgeous models 
gave a fashion parade, (very drag); a pair of young singers with 
wonderful voices entertained several times; a poor demented 
soul on a petrol driven push-bicycle drove between the tables; 
George Kear sang as did Caroline Gibson; Tony Craythorne 
played his accordion; Bob Gibson told stories and everyone had 
an enjoyable sing along. All of this followed by a very clever 
song about every member of the organising committee. 

Sunday provided a contrast in weather as Christchurch 
experienced its first shower of rain for the month. Entrants 
met at Airforce Museum Wigram where the Banks Peninsula 
members again put them through field tests. Clever tests and 
wet grass provided some interesting and at times spectacular 
sights. Oversteer and flying turf were in abundance with one 
Model T seen up on two wheels while trying to beat the clock 
in a modified garaging test. The rest of the morning was spent 
browsing the aviation museum. If you think a car is a big 
restoration try starting on a four engine WWII aeroplane. 

With clearing weather and a following wind it was a leisurely 
drive to the Ferrymead Heritage Park for lunch. The park was 
in operation with the trains and trams running and the various 
exhibits open.

It is a tribute to all participants that collectively entrants 
travelled about 16,600 miles during this event and none needed 
help from the team of backups.

John Chynoweth, South Island Club Captain, standing in for 
Club President John Coomber, welcomed guests to the prize-
giving dinner. This was a big affair with over 350 seated at the 
Papanui Club. Dinner courses were interspersed with 
announcements of winners, trophies presented concluding a great 
weekend of motoring and friendships. bw

nAtiOnAl
SOUth iSlAnd eASteR RAllY
Words John Wallis   Photos Andrew Morrison & John Wallis

Vern and Phyl Ellis (Ashburton Branch) 1934 Chrysler CU are waved off by 
Brian Goodman, Rally Chairman
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VeteRAn
gwen and Ashley bell (Southland branch)  1912 renault

VintAGe
Athol garth (Canterbury branch)   1931 Triumph Scorpion

POSt VintAGe VehiCleS
Murray Murdoch (Canterbury branch)  1939 Chevrolet 

POSt wAR VehiCleS
Tony Meikle (Canterbury branch)   1957 Vauxhall Velox

POSt 60 VehiCleS
gerald and Anne enright (waikato branch)  1965 holden Premier  

COMMeRCiAl
bob and esme humm (Canterbury branch)  1973 Austin A 60 ute

wOMAn dRiVeR
elsie hartley (Canterbury branch)   1924 Morris Cowley

VehiCle dRiVen FURtheSt tO the RAllY
driven from Kati Kati, Murray and Jan burt  1930 ford A Truck  

entRAntS ChOiCe
ron and Marilyn galletly (Ashburton branch)  1935 Chrysler 
nAtiOnAl tROPhieS
SUn AlliAnCe tROPhY 
west Coast branch

PenZOil tROPhY (South island branch teams)
otago branch Colin and Joan Pearce 1912 Sunbeam
  ray Craig  1925 Chrysler
  bill Partel  1938 Chevrolet
  barry longstaffe  1956 Vauxhall

tOwnShend tROPhY (Concours)
Canterbury branch member graham gibson  1936 Cord  

PPG tROPhY (Overall winner)
oVerAll winner on The 2010 nATionAl Si eASTer rAllY
gwen and Ashley bell (Southland branch)   1912 renault 
SeCond oVerAll national S.i. easter rally
Murray Murdoch (Canterbury branch)  1939 Chevrolet 
Third oVerAll national S.i. easter rally
gerald and Anne enright (waikato branch)   1965 holden Premier 

The much travelled Zapp family (nine years, 200,000 kms with their 1928 
Graham Paige - Canterbury Branch guests at Cutler Park.)

Ashley and Gwen Bell (Southland Branch) 1912 Renault AX - Overall 
Winner (PPG Trophy)

Murray and Jan Burt - furthest driven to the rally 
(from Kati Kati) in their 1930 Ford A Truck

John Chynoweth (Club Captain Southern Region) and 
Sharon - 1928 Harley Davidson combination

Athol Garth (Canterbury Branch) 1931 Triumph 
Scorpion - Vintage section winner

Jo Grose and Kay (Canterbury Branch) 1919 Nash 681

Otago Branch team members, winners of the Penzoil Trophy with John 
Chynoweth (Club Captain Southern Region)
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nAtiOnAl
nORth iSlAnd eASteR RAllY
Words Jackie Mowbray, Photos Andy Watson

The Rotorua rally committee must 
have had a hot line to the weather 
man because Easter 2010 was 

brilliant, all four days of it.
Over 70 cars gathered for an early start 

on Saturday morning. Two gates were used 
so there was very little delay and most 
started on time. After about 15 minutes 
of straight line navigation we headed 
out into the country to Waimangu, Lake 
Okaro and then the farming area around 
Rerewhakaaitu where we had a great 
morning tea.

On the road again, this time on metal 
around Lake Rerewhakaaitu then back 
to the main road briefly and in to the 
Waiotapu loop road to view the boiling 
mud pools. From there we crossed the 
main road once more and proceeded to 
Waikite for lunch. This was the end of 
the competitive stage and we had a very 
pleasant run home.

Sunday saw the cars parked for the 
public display and posh picnic in the 
morning. The Gymkhana started at 1pm.

There were not a great number of 
‘picnickers’ but Alice in Thermaland was 
outstanding with the Mad Hatters Tea 
Party. A lot of thought went into this 
by the Manawatu Branch. There was 
also the Pink Panther but sadly no Peter 
Sellers — pity.

The best dressed couple went to Dianne 
and Geoff Quarrie dressed in the era of 
their 1915 Veteran GWK.

The Karate Club put on demonstrations 
of various age groups and this was very 
well received. 

A large crowd gathered to watch the 
police dogs and their handlers showing 
their skills. After they had finished it was 
interesting to see the children being able 
to pat the dogs.

The 1961 Chevrolet Bel Air owned by 
Marylyn and Tony Sarich won the Peoples’ 
Choice and the Todd Park Trophy. 

The Prizegiving was held on Sunday 
night.

There were several members of the 
National Management Committee 
present including National President John 
Coomber who spoke briefly.

Dianne Quarrie also spoke about regis-
tration for the International Rally 2012.

Branch Chairman Mel Cooper was 
presented with his 25 year badge and also 
his 35 year badge. This was a complete 
surprise to him as he is not a badge person. 
Heads will roll!

Congratulations to all the winners and 
congratulations to the Rally committee for 
giving us a memorable weekend. bw

ROtORUA 2010

Dave Mayhew, 1953 Ambassador. Ian and Norma Dougherty’s 1968 BMW combination.Dianne and Geoff Quarrie, 1915 GWK.

Entrants lining up.
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Manawatu’s Mad Hatter Party.

Richard and Rachael Andrews’ 1959 Nash Metropolitan.

Ian and Norma Dougherty’s 1968 BMW combination.

VintAGe 
1  Stephen & Tracey winterbottom 1928 Sunbeam 16.9 Tourer
2 Steve & Joy growden 1928 Plymouth
3 geoff & diane Quarrie 1915 gwK

POSt VintAGe
1  wally & Valmae Spencer 1937 daimler
2 John & Shirley foot 1937 buick
3 bill & dorothy Clouston 1938 dodge d8

POSt wAR VehiCle
1  Paul & Kathy Collins 1951 Chrysler
2 evan & wyn dorrington 1958 Morris 1000
3 Tony & Judy brierley 1957 Morris oxford

POSt 1960s VehiCle
1  Andy & Mary watson 1977 Jaguar XJ6 S2
2 Kelvin & Christine davies 1964 Mgb roadster
3 Ken & lynn rowson 1977 holden Premier

COMMeRCiAl VehiCle
1  Kevin & gaye heywood 1956 Austin A35 Pick up
2 brian & Val russell 1965 Morris Minor ute

MOtORCYCle
1  dave Mayhew 1953 Ambassador

MAXwell tROPhY (teams event)
waikato: Joe & lorraine bruntlett, John & Shirley foot, Kelvin & Christine davies.

tOdd PARK tROPhY (entrants’ Choice)
Tony & Marylyn Sarich 1961 Chevrolet bel Air

GYMKhAnA
bill & Adelai Skelton 1929 Austin 7 Chummy

OVERHEATING ENGINE
Introducing a new generation coolant

ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR  BLOWS WATER OUT AFTER
RUNS  NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

ffti; liquid Intelligences

Boils at 190 deg c  - Water based coolants with no pressure — boil at 100 to 105 deg c 
and stop transferring heat from the engine to the radiator — our new liquid 
intelligence 115 coolant keeps transferring heat right up to 190 deg c . This coolant 
stays in contact with the hot metals (water doesn’t therefore  no more hot spots and 
no more cracks — Let  the engine go above 100 deg c — it can take it — some air 
cooled engines run up to 250 deg c.

Total Fill - Use instead of water — no water in system to eat away your alloy heads or 
rust your cylinder block. Get rid of as much water as possible, any water that is left will 
mix in but will reduce the 190 deg boiling point.

High thermal efficiency  - 30% above water based coolants (contact between coolant 
and engine ) as good as any water wetter.

Long Life  - 7 years or 500,000 kms.

Harmless  - Harmless to all alloys — hoses — plastics — radiators — solders — gaskets 
— etc. independantly tested, OEM and Australian standards. Nitrate, Borate, 
phosphate, silicate free to meet European, Japanese and USA coolant standards.

Inhibitors  - Contains long life hybrid organic inhibitors (for extra protection).

Pressure  - No pressure needed to achieve the 190 deg c boiling point, so reduced 
stress on radiator, frost plugs, tanks, hoses etc. Viscosity - No viscosity problems 
— just tip it in — freezes at -56 deg c.

DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR ENGINE!

For further info or technical data etc, 
call Roy King toll free 

0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME
1L, 5L or 10L containers $31.50 incl GST per litre, plus freight.
email roylking@xtra.co.nz   www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

Remember, one good overheat and your valuable engine is stuffed

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.thecarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
CAR MUSEUM

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre
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AUCKlAnd VintAGe 
MUSteR
Auckland branch 

Words John Stokes 

Nineteen entrants started this year’s 
Vintage Muster in Greenhithe. The rally 
showed a heavy Model A Ford bias, which 
would be an accurate reflection of late 
Vintage motoring in New Zealand. Body 
styles consisting of coupe, phaeton and 
Tudor. Two Sunbeams, an Austin 20 
Sports and a Riley comprised the sporty 
side of things while an Austin 16/6 and a 
Seven further strengthened English repre-
sentation. Very importantly two Vintage 
Harley-Davidsons were present; Peter 
Alderdices 1924 7/9 and Paul Tomlin’s 
1925 JE and sidecar. Other vehicles 
included a Paige Daytona, a Whippet 96A, 
a 1929 Pontiac and Berni Engleback’s 1924 
Chrysler Six roadster which was doing its 
first significant run. This car would be one 
of the earliest Chryslers to survive in this 
country. No rear wheel braked cars were 
observed.

The run commenced with a little round 
the houses in Greenhithe to sort out the 
competitors and 12 of them fell for a trap 
at Kyle Rd. We tourists didn’t have to worry 
about this. Then it was on through Albany 
Village and into pleasant rural motoring 
around Paremoremo and Coatesville before 
proceeding to Riverhead. From there it 
went through the back of Dairy Flat and 
on to some well conditioned metal road 
before Waitoki, Wainui and then over the 
old SH1, now SH1A, to historic Puhoi and 
lunch. 

In the afternoon we travelled up 
Krippner Rd and into Noakes Hill Rd. 
The corrugations on Noakes Hill Rd 
would have satisfied the most ardent hairy 
chested motorist, but none of these were in 
evidence on the day. 

Prize giving took place at a dinner in 
our Penrose clubrooms. The overall places 
all going to fast class entrants. Stephen 
and Tracey Winterbottom won in their 
1928 Sunbeam 16.9 tourer. They deserved 
it as they had travelled at least 50 miles to 
the start of the event. Shirley Bovis and 
family were second in their 1928 Model 
A Ford. Peter Alderdice was third on the 
1924 Harley-Davidson. He should have got 
an award for keeping his bike upright on 
Noakes Hill Rd. The slow class was won 
by John and Janice Gardner in their 1928 
Model A Ford. Second were John and Di 
Poole in their 1929 Pontiac cabriolet and 
third, Alan and Christine Allbon in their 
1931 Austin Seven saloon.

Neville Olsen and Gill and their helpers 
put on an excellent event.

dUnedin tO bRiGhtOn 
VeteRAn RAllY 2010
Otago branch 

Words Marion McConachie

The 56th Dunedin to Brighton Rally 
(the oldest Veteran Rally in the southern 
hemisphere) was held 23-25 January 2010.

This year, the rally was different from 
previous years in that we had third genera-
tion drivers of two cars which were on the 
first run in 1954.

The 1900 Wolseley restored by the 
late Mervyn Winter and in later years 
re-restored and driven by Colin Winter, 
was this year in the hands of Colin’s son, 
Gary. The Wolseley has been on every 
Dunedin to Brighton.

The 1914 Delage restored by the late 
Darcy Read and latterly driven by his son, 
Chris, was this year in the hands of Chris’ 
son, Mark. Chris was busy campaigning 
his historic BCM single seater at Hampton 
Downs. The Delage has attended every-
Dunedin to Brighton except one and 
that only occurred because Darcy was 
campaigning the car at an International 
Rally in Australia.

Phil Boult brought his 1913 Alldays 
& Onions restored some years ago by his 
father, Gordon. It was pleasing to see Phil’s 
young family taking turns during the day 
in the passenger seat.

These younger drivers and their naviga-
tors all appeared to be greatly enjoying 
the rally. The drivers all showed much 
expertise in handling sometimes difficult 
motor cars. This must augur well for the 
Veteran scene.

Marshalling into the Octagon went 
smoothly with a large crowd inspecting 
the vehicles and crews, most of whom were 
attired in period dress.

RAllY SniPPetS

Auckland Branch: John & Di Poole’s 1929 Pontiac, Stokes’ 1930 
Whippet 96A and Owen & Jayne Hayward’s 1922 Paige Daytona

Dale & June Golding’s 1928 Austin 16/6.
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The start of the Rally was the official 
opening of the Dunedin City Council’s 
Summer Fun Celebration. The Mayor, 
Peter Chin, flagged the vehicles away 
while Dougal Stevenson gave the crowd a 
commentary on each vehicle as it reached 
the start flag.

This year we had a great showing of 22 
vehicles and two motorcycles. We were 
favoured with 12 of the entrants coming 
from outside Dunedin.

The Rally includes a timed section and 
field tests along with separate competitions 
for the traditional timed hill climb on 
South Road and the concours.

There were long and short routes to 
Brighton dependent on speed nominated. 
Field tests were held at Brighton where 
many interested spectators had assembled.

In the evening, the Rally Dinner was 
held at our clubrooms where we were 
honoured to have three members receive 50 

year badges presented by John Chynoweth, 
the South Island Club Captain. On the 
Sunday morning prize giving was held at 
Glenfalloch on Otago Peninsula.

The next Dunedin to Brighton Rally will 
be held over the weekend of 28-30 January 
2011 and will coincide with the 150th 
anniversary celebrations of the founding 
of the Brighton settlement. These will be 
held on the Brighton Domain which is also 
the destination for the Rally. Come and 
join us. It should be a great Rally.

Results
Concours (Cars) 
Peter and esmey fletcher 1913 ford T
Concours (Motorcycles) 
ross Pringle  1918 indian
best Overall Performance and Age Mileage(Cars)
rob and diane ross 1915 dodge
best Overall Performance (Motorcycles) 
John Martin 1913 royal enfield

timed hill Section 
rolly bell 1912 ford T
First in Field tests 
John Chynoweth and  
Sharon Chambers 1911 de dion
entrants Choice 
wayne henderson 1915 ford T

rallysnippets

Otago Branch Dunedin-Brighton Rally: 1912 Regal, Trevor Timms & Bob Oakley in the field tests. 
Photo Lynette Duncan

Otago Branch Dunedin-Brighton Run: Chris Read’s 1914 Delage, driven by Mark Read with Sian Taylor. Photo David Curtis

Colin Winter’s 1900 Wolseley leaving the Dunedin 
Octagon. The car was driven by Gary and Sara 
Winter, Dougal Stevenson compered the start. 
Photo Tony Devereux 
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SOUthlAnd RAllY 
2010
Southland branch 

Words and photos Glenys McKenzie 

The hardest part of organising a rally 
is finding a suitable destination. This 
year the problem was solved when it was 
decided to combine it with the Southland 
Branch’s Annual Open Day. 

On Saturday 6 February 84 vehicles 
lined up at Queens Park. Among the 
entries were six vehicles from out of town, 
including the South Island Club Captain 
John Chynoweth in his 1925 Buick. Upon 

leaving Queens Park the cars headed 
towards Myross Bush with the short route 
on towards Kennington and the medium 
heading toward Hedgehope. All finished 
at Waverley Park where they lined up in 
their classes for the display. There were 
good numbers in each class and additional 
vehicles for display.

Novelty field tests included finding and 
inserting the correct spark plugs, screwing 
in bolts to a piece of alloy, guessing the 
weight of a couple of objects and changing 
wheels. This caused some merriment 
especially as some women beat their 
partners. 

Results
Veteran 1 & 2 Cylinder Road Section 
Ashley bell  1912 renault 
Veteran 4 Cylinder Road Section
Colin & Joan Pearce 1912 Sunbeam
Veteran/Vintage Motorcycle Road Section
graeme williams 1925 henderson
Vintage Car Road Section 
ray Tressler  1929 Austin 7
PV & PwV Motorcycle Road Section 
ron nind 1953 francis barnett
Post Vintage Road Section 
bruce Millar  1937 international
Post war Vintage Road Section 
1st equal: Jim bright 1958 Morris Minor
owen davies  1947 buick
P60V Road Section: 
Stewart russell  1972 Mgb gT
PV & PwV Motorcycle Concours 
ron nind 1953 frances barnett
Veteran Concours 
wayne nicoll 1908 Cadillac
Vintage Concours 
Keith Shiefflebein  1929 dA dodge
PV & PwV Concours 
lindsay woodward 1955 ford Thunderbird
P60V Concours 
John Mcgibbon 1964 ford fairlane 
  Compact
Overall winner PV & PwV Cars 
Jim bright 1958 Morris Minor
Overall winner Motorcycles 
graeme williams 1925 henderson
Overall winner 
Jim bright 1958 Morris Minor

Below: Southland Veteran Rally - Group photo of all entrants parked at Wachner Place, Invercargill

Southland Veteran Rally: left to right dressed for the occasion Bruce Marshall, Jim Irwin, Steve Randle, 
Ollie Olsson 

Southland Rally: Members of the public enjoying the Open Day. 

Southland Rally, Doug Sellers selecting the 
correct sized plugs.
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Southland Veteran Rally: David McIvor – De 
Dion Bouton

SOUthlAnd VeteRAn 
RAllY 2010
Southland branch 

Words Glenys McKenzie 

Another cool evening gave way to a 
delightful autumn day, perfect motoring 
weather. Sixteen Veteran cars and two 
motorcycles were photographed in 
Wachner Place beside the old Invercargill 
Post Office it was from here that the very 
first motoring trip from Invercargill to 
Riverton took place just over a 100 years 
ago.

Members were taken on a slightly 
extended route through to Thornbury 
to enable them to visit the Thornbury 
Vintage Tractor Museum before heading 
to the seaside town of Riverton for lunch.

Two of the members participating had 
vehicles which had formerly belonged to 
one of Riverton’s better known residents, 
Dr Trotter; the 1908 De Dion Bouton now 
owned by Lyall Bailey and the 1938 18/6 
Morris now owned by Bruce Marshall. 
Both are pictured in front of the Trotter 
residence, a well known two storied brick 
home on the main street of Riverton.

Members detoured past the Longwood 
Lifestyle Village on their way home so that 
the elderly residents had an opportunity 

to see at close hand some of the vehicles 
common in their parents’ day.

Results
1 & 2 Cylinder Road Section 
wayne nicoll 1908 Cadillac 
1 & 2 Cylinder Field tests 
Ashley bell 1912 renault
4 Cylinder Road Section 
Colin Mcrae  1910 Clement bayard
4 Cylinder Field tests 
Colin Pearce 1912 Sunbeam
best Performance by 4 Cylinder 
Colin & Joan Pearce 1912 Sunbeam
Motorcycle Road Section 
ross McCulloch 1911 Abingdon King dick
Motorcycle Field tests 
ross McCulloch 1911 Abingdon King dick
Concours Motorcycle 
Malcolm Mcdonald 1908 Motosacoche
Overall Motorcycle winner 
ross McCulloch 1911 Abingdon King dick
Concours Cars 
lyall bailey 1908 de dion bouton
best Performance by Model t 
Paul herron  1911 Model T
Overall winner 
ross McCulloch 1911 Abingdon King dick

 

tAUPO GOOdYeAR 
AUtO CentRe RAllY 
taupo branch 

Words Norman Pointon, photos Lester 
Strawbridge 

In March the branch held another 
successful annual Goodyear Auto Centre 
Rally with 49 entrants being flagged away 
on a trip around the lake.

The Taupo Primary School playing 
field was a blaze of colour as the cars were 
displayed before the start, and a large 
number of locals viewed the cars. 

It was unfortunate that the Benton 
Alldays sheared a clutch bolt just as it 
arrived at the assembly point. Thanks to 
some generous local support the problem 
was solved and the car was mobile later in 
the morning. 

Following a straight line navigation 
section there were silent checks and 
questions. A few missed checks in this 
section. There were also some people who 
appeared to get lost through using a little 
local knowledge. On a rural road beyond 
Kinloch the entrants found themselves on 
a timed section which sorted them out. 
From there it was answer the questions 
and enjoy the scenery, with a compulsory 
stop being observed from a hidden check 
point. 

Southland Veteran Rally: Colin McRae - Clement Bayard departing Wachner 
Place enroute to Thornbury.

Southland Veteran Rally: Trotter House, Riverton with Dr Trotters 
Morris and De Dion Bouton parked outside.

Taupo Goodyear Rally: A trio of Jaguars enjoy the Taupo sunshine.
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Upon arriving at the lunch stop there 
were questions to be answered. This was 
the final check and it certainly helped the 
markers sort out the place getters. From 
Tokaanu it was a pleasant trip back to 
Taupo and the prizegiving. North Island 
Club Captain John Foot flew up from the 
executive meeting in Wellington to attend 
this function. The main reason was to 
make a presentation to Graham Mock for 
his 50 Year badge. A very well deserved 
honour for an extremely hard working and 
long serving member who, together with 
his wife June, has held many positions 
within the Taupo Branch.

The organisers had assembled an 
excellent range of prizes for the winners. 

Results 
Vintage 
Kevin and Pauline Mcgrath hawke’s bay 
PV 
Stu Clotworthy and eric rogers waikato 
PwV 
Steve and Joy Crowden eastern bay of Plenty 
P60V 
glen and Kerry bright Auckland 
Commercial
Steve and fiona Maunder King Country 
hard luck 
herb hancock waikato 
 bw

Taupo Goodyear Rally: Graham Mock receives 
his 50 Year Badge from John Foot, NI Club 
Captain.

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

The Willys Overland Knight Registry is 
the world’s best source of literature on 
Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 

manufactured by the Willys organisation – 
Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 

to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the  
American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive,  
RD 11, Masterton 5871

Phone 06 377 3064  
Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

rallysnippets
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The solidly-built, six cylinder, four door sedan with its 
hydraulic brakes was just the sort of robust car his father, 
Arthur Stanley Rowell, 

needed to travel the gravel roads 
near the family farm by the 
Rangitata River in Canterbury, 
and did it in style.

It became Eric’s family car 
when bought it from his father 
in 1952 and a year later he set off 
with his new wife, Thelma, on 
their honeymoon to the glaciers 
on the West Coast.

“It went so well that I didn’t 
see any reason for ditching it”, 
remembers Eric.

It has been based in Motueka 
ever since then where it was a handy vehicle for transporting 
employees working on the Rowell family hop garden or for pulling 

the boat trailer over the Takaka Hill and beyond to Totaranui for 
Eric’s annual fishing holiday.

“It’s very heavy to steer, but 
once you are moving down the 
road it is not a problem”, Eric 
says.

In 1969 it was “taken 
completely to pieces” and fully 
restored, including new uphol-
stery, for $1,205 and today is 
Eric’s pride and joy.

The Dodge was built to last 
and under Eric’s care has been an 
integral part of the family for so 
many decades it is now an 
heirloom. With its style and 
character the Dodge has been 

the chosen car for numerous weddings in the district, including 
those of three of the Rowell children. bw

the Sturdy 

dA dodge
not too many people have had the 

family car for 75 years, but approaching 

94 years of age, eric rowell well 

remembers when his father bought the 

1929 dA dodge in 1935.
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My first contact with the New Pick 
was through Les Everett. Les 
lived nearby when I was in my 

twenties. Les was retired and was playing 
around with a Ford Model T Beauty. It was 
full of wood rot which frustrated him, so 
he looked round for another project and 
acquired a true old car; a Veteran New 
Pick with a magnificent brass radiator. Les 
was a tinkerer and well-known as having 
had many old cars pass through his hands. 
His object was to get the cars running, not 
restore them. Diverted by the New Pick, 
Les passed the remains of the Model T to 
me, and the chassis is under my roadster to 
this day.

Les moved swiftly with his new toy. 
Suitable missing bits such as lamps and 
odd fittings were found. Les wasn’t daunted 
by the rotten tin and wood of this car 
because he knew that in his sister-in-law’s 
garage sat another New Pick; the Bryson 
car. Measurements were taken and plans 
drawn up, and I offered to help with the 
bandsaw work. However Les was fired-up, 
and when I saw him a week later he’d 
already constructed a rudimentary copy 
using crosscut saw, an axe and a rasp! 

Much sanding and panelling continued at 
breakneck speed.

Alex Shadbolt spent much time with 
Les helping to make the car run, and 
declared New Picks to be cantankerous so 
and sos. It did run, though it was the devil 
to start and produced clouds of smoke.

I saw less of Les after he moved house 
within Christchurch but I know he was 
instrumental in setting up a wonderful 
local museum in New Brighton. He’d always 
been a collector of clocks, shooting sticks 
and bric-a-brac of all kinds. Eventually we 
lost touch altogether.

Some years later I was parked in my 
Model T when I was approached by a young 
couple who asked if I’d like the remains of 
another old car that would otherwise go 
to the dump. An inspection revealed that 
distinctive round brass radiator, but this 
time nickel plated. It was the remains of 
a landaulette or taxi. Someone had begun 
restoration, but left everything in boxes, 
rotting into the ground. I cut away the 
vegetation and transferred what I could to 
a friend’s hay barn.

More time passed and I noticed a for sale 
sign for a New Pick on the VCC notice-
board. A price was agreed with the owner, 

Norm Clarke, and another New Pick 
chassis with almost complete mechanicals 
came home. Its engine number was 628. 
Gavin Bain of Fazazz came forward with 
a book on Picks’ company history written 
by a part-time assistant at the Stamford 
Museum in England. 

Jack Pick started business in 1895 
making farm machinery and bicycles before 
cars. He stopped making cars to help the 
war effort in 1914, but resumed car making 
in the early twenties. His first cars were 
known simply as Pick, but after falling out 
with his backers he resumed as the New 
Pick Motor Company after WWI. I have 
seen both New Pick and late Pick motors 
in New Zealand, but am unsure whether 
any early Pick cars made it to this country. 
If they did they would be pre 1909/1910.

However, quite a few later vehicles must 
have arrived as a number of the distinctive 
radiators exist. Mr Mervyn W Stevenson 
of the Victoria Garage in Christchurch 
promoted New Pick cars and embarked on 
a 1500 mile promotional trip over some of 
the South Island’s roughest roads.

The Pick Picked Me
Words and photos Rusty Skerten 

There has been a recent flurry of sales 
of new Pick cars in new Zealand. 
it’s not unusual for Veteran cars to 
change hands, but it’s significant in 
this case because there are only six 
cars in complete, or near complete 

condition. four of the cars originated 
in Canterbury, with much myth 

surrounding these cars.
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The Pick Picked Me
Words and photos Rusty Skerten 

the new Zealand Cars today
My own car (628) differs from other 

known cars in having a narrower 
chassis and radiator. and a crown wheel 
and pinion differential. Reportedly 
its missing pinion carrier was taken 
by a VCC member many years ago to 
build a drill press. (I’d love it back or a 
similar one.) The car differs from the 
others with even more brasswork and a 
completely different gearbox.

Then there is Clem MacLauchlan’s two 
seater roadster. Engine number 677 but 
using the gearbox from 687. This nice 
restoration was featured in a previous 
edition of Beaded Wheels. It was probably 
one of two cars imported by a Mr Mulligan 
of Maronan near Ashburton. The other is 
believed to have been a four-seater tourer, 
and was stranded on the London Docks 
during WWI. This car, like all the others 
except mine, has a worm drive differential.

Dale Conlon now has Les Everett’s 
original retirement project, and it is 
undergoing a full restoration. A 1911-1912 
car. Dale has found the front axle to be 
in poor repair and would love to find a 
replacement.

The Briggs/Bryson car (695) is another 
dating from 1911 or 1912. It has a known 
history within the Vintage car movement 
and was first restored by Mr L Briggs, and 
currently owned by the Bryson family. 
This car once surprised my grandfather, 
CR Hawkins, who claimed to follow it 
at 65mph on an early Picton rally as he 
headed from Christchurch to his bach 
in the Marlborough Sounds. The car 
is in storage, but essentially original, 
unrestored.

Any information, photos or parts relating 
to the New Picks to help get them fully 
mobile again would be greatly welcomed.  
Contact: Rusty Skerton 03 332 7293

And to correct an oft misquoted slogan, 
John Pick never referred to his cars as “Pick 
of the Bunch” but as “Pick of All.”  bw
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behind the wheel

The problem with legends is that 
so often, the reality just does not 
measure up. Fortunately for those 

of us in the real world, the opportunity to 
drive a legend arises so infrequently that 
our illusions can remain intact. For me, 
one of my (admittedly many) dreams had 
always been the chance to drive a proper 
Vintage racing car. And as far as Vintage 
racing cars go, a Bugatti is right at the 
top of the heap. And thanks to the gener-
osity of the Pidgeon family I have had the 
opportunity (on more than one occasion) 
to see if the legend and the reality are 
related in any way. 

The car in question is almost certainly 
the most motored Bugatti in New Zealand, 
a 1926 Type 37A restored by the late Bruce 
Pidgeon, and still owned and campaigned 
by the Pidgeon family. Sold new in Munich, 
the car still has the German id plate on the 
bulkhead under the factory chassis plate. 
As a privately owned race car there is little 
known of its early history until its remains 
made their way to the USA. In 1981 John 
Southward purchased the car and brought 

it to New Zealand. Ownership passed to 
Bruce Pidgeon in 1986, and the car was 
restored in time to take part in the 1988 
Australian Bicentennial Rally. 

It would not be long after this that I 
remember seeing it for the first time. I had 
flown down to Christchurch for a day to 
go to the Canterbury Branch Swapmeet, 
and the Bugatti was in pride of place on 
the Auto Restorations stand in the trade 
marquee. As I was standing in front of it, 
soaking in my first ever sighting of a Grand 
Prix Bugatti, an interesting conversation 
was taking place alongside me. A bystander 
was also admiring it, and was talking to 
Bruce. “What do you do with it?” he asked. 
Those of you lucky enough to have known 
Bruce know what is coming. “I drive it” 
came the obvious response. “Surely not?” 
“Of course. I drove it to Arthur’s Pass and 
back yesterday.” “Oh – aren’t you worried 
you might damage it?” and on the conver-
sation went. Chap not believing anyone 
could use it, and Bruce trying to convince 
him that using it was the entire object of 
the exercise. Of course if someone were 

to tell me then, that in the future I would 
have the opportunity to drive it myself, I 
too would be a disbeliever. 

Created as a way for the private racer 
to take part in voiturette racing, the 4 
cylinder 1496cc sohc, three-valves-per-
cylinder engine came from the type 40 
touring car, and when fitted with a blower 
produced about 90bhp. That may not 
sound like much, but when the entire car 
only weighs 720kg, performance is very 
good by modern standards, and amazing 
when taken in context. From the outside 
the Type 37 is indistinguishable from its 
more illustrious brother, the straight eight 
Type 35. Indeed the chassis are identical, 
and when fitted with the archetypal 8 
spoke cast alloy wheels, it is only when the 
bonnet is opened to reveal the four cylinder 
engine that the casual observer could spot 
the difference. The expert could point out 
things such as a smaller radiator but I have 
never professed to being any expert on 
anything!

So, what is the Bugatti experience really 
like? Let me put it this way... many people 

1926 Bugatti type 37 a Words and Photos Tony Haycock
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1926 Bugatti type 37 a Words and Photos Tony Haycock

criticise modern grand prix racing as being 
totally unrelated to the cars we drive. In 
1926, the situation was the same. Apart 
from having four wheels and a steering 
wheel, the GP Bugatti equally bears no 
resemblance in performance, handling or 
the technique required to get the best from 
it, to the ordinary road car of the time - 
think Chevrolet 4, Austin 12/4 or Citroen 
B12. 

To start it, firstly undo the straps, 
open the bonnet on the driver’s side (the 
passenger side cannot be opened without 
removing the spare wheel. Remember 
touring equipment – mudguards, lights 
and the spare wheel are accessories) reach 
across the back of the engine and turn on 
the tap for the supercharger oil. Close and 
strap down the bonnet. Walk around to the 
car to the passenger’s side, preferably before 
the lucky passenger has taken their position 
in the riding mechanic’s seat, and with 
the dash mounted pump, pressurize the 
fuel tank. Keep pumping until the gauge 
registers around 100. Back to the drivers 
side, lean into the cockpit and turn on the 

fuel tap which lives down by the chassis 
rail. We are now ready to enter the car. 

One does not so much get into a GP 
Bugatti, as put it on. Left leg over the side, 
thread it around the steering wheel, right 
leg in and the same on the other side, 
and lower yourself into the very comfort-
able red leather seat. Now it is time to 
talk of clothing and footwear. The gearbox 
sits happily between driver and mechanic. 
While it may sit there looking innocent 
at rest, once warmed up and in use, it does 
tend toward incontinence, and trousers, 
socks or shoes which need to be kept in a 
presentable condition need not apply for 
the position of Bugatti crew attire. Shoes 
cause another issue. In the 1920s, Grand 
Prix drivers must have had feet of equiva-
lent size to Chinese ballerinas. Wearing 
anything resembling a normal shoe, you 
have absolutely zero chance of getting at 
the clutch or the throttle. My feet are 
small, but wearing my usual thin-soled 
leather shoes I was in difficulty, and in 
the end found it easier to take them off. 

Realistically, racing boots are needed if you 
want to work everything comfortably.

Right, now we are seated and ready for 
the next step. In 1926 one would get one’s 
riding mechanic to use the starting handle. 
Sadly, good mechanics seem hard to find 
these days, so luckily the Bugatti Owners 
Club make new gearbox tops which allow 
the fitting of a self-starter. Turn on the 
key in the Bosch switchbox. Lift the lever 
protruding from the centre of the dash 
just under the SEV magneto to retard the 
spark, unscrew the Ki-gass pump and give it 
a couple of squirts to feed raw fuel into the 
intake manifold, and then press the brass 
button alongside the key. I am guessing 
that in this particular case, 12 volts are 
being fed to a 6 volt starter, as things all 
sound very excited in front, and you will be 
rewarded with a bark from the exhaust and 
life from the mechanical Jaeger tachometer 
located in front of the driver’s eyes.

After giving it a couple of minutes to 
warm up it is time to move away. Being a 
racing car, the hand brake has no ratchet.  
I assume its original purpose was more 
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for enabling rapid changes of direction 
than parking. Hence it is held on by 
the insertion of a wooden wedge slipped 
between the lever and the stop. So you 
pull the lever back, pull the thin leather 
strop attached to the wedge and drop it 
inside the cockpit. Depress the clutch 
pedal and hopefully (but not necessarily) 
the wet multi-plate device has released 
sufficiently to allow the silent selection 
of low gear. Reach out of the cockpit and 
move the nickel plated lever left and back. 
The lever starts inside the car with an 
very small exposed gate, and disappears 

out via a slot in the bodywork covered 
with a leather flap. As the gearing is quite 
high, give it a couple of clicks of retard 
on the manual control to ease driveline 
shunt, and with a little throttle from the 
right hand pedal you are in motion.

One of the magical things about cars 
built to race is that there is no need to 
make things quiet for the sake of comfort. 
The gearbox wails in the lower ratios, the 
engine makes 101 noises from the valve 
gear, blower, and goodness knows what 
else, and from the rear the rasp from the 
exhaust is one of the mechanical world’s 

most wondrous things! Unlike your usual 
Vintage gearbox, the Bugatti does not 
respond to slow shifting. Double declutch 
quickly and gearshifts go well. Hesitate 
and all is lost! This is a vehicle which 
is controlled by the fingertips. Steering, 
gears, whatever, it responds to delicate 
inputs only. Grab hold of anything 
and it will take it badly. Once moving 
steering is like a go kart. With less than 
a turn lock to lock, cornering is not a 
conscious effort, more you lean into the 
corner like a motorcycle and the car will 
follow. As much of a cliche as it sounds, 
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 
win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch  
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged)  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Ian 
Goldingham and Kevin Bell. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

wiN
a limited edition  

beaded wheels 
cap!
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once you have become accustomed to it, 
the car really does become an extension 
of the driver. I can now see why its big 
brother, the Type 35 is still the world’s most 
successful Grand Prix car.

As you can imagine, being a competi-
tion car, the suspension is firm, but the 
ride is never uncomfortable. Certainly the 
steering picks up every bump and hollow 
in the road and gives constant feedback to 
the pilot. If you were to run over a rabbit, 
not only would you be able to tell via the 
steering wheel, its sex, but also what it had 
eaten for breakfast! The front mudguards 
are attached to the chassis and are not 
much lower than the driver’s eyeline. To 
be travelling at speed, with the appropriate 
accompanying noises, the guards bouncing 
up and down as you look along the long 
louvered bonnet, and in a car which goes 
around corners without any hint of any 
roll, for a Vintage car fanatic life can get 
no better. Forget the fact that your calf is 

being burnt against the gearbox, and your 
left ankle and foot are now oilier than 
the ground under a British car. This is a 
thoroughbred, built solely to go fast, and 
look good at the same time, and I can 
think of no better vehicle for the task. 

Ettore Bugatti was once quoted when a 
customer complained about the brakes of 
his creations: “I build my cars to go, not to 
stop.” I can only assume this criticism was 
directed at one of the heavier road cars, 
as the Type 37 certainly has no problem 
stopping from road speeds. Naturally, being 
someone else’s car, and with a value of 
probably twice what my house is worth, I 
was not trying hard, as there is always the 
desperate hope that one day I might be 
invited for another drive, and damaging it 
would not do me too many favours there. 
I really cannot see that braking would be 
any sort of problem even when racing, and 
you would have to be a rare kind of idiot to 
get into trouble with it. 

At the beginning I suggested that 
sometimes, the reputation of a vehicle is 
greater that the reality. All I can say is 
that anyone who doubts the validity of the 
legend that is Bugatti, has never driven a 
Grand Prix example.

I shall leave the final words to the driver 
of the four wheel drive who pulled up 
alongside me at the traffic lights when 
returning the car to its lock-up. “What 
model?” he called out the passenger’s 
window. 

“Type 37A”. 
He came back: “What a great car - 

never thought I would see a Bugatti on the 
road. How long have you had it?” Time to 
come clean with him. 

“Not mine - it belongs to friends”. 
A surprised look from him. “Great 

friends!” And I think that sums it up. A 
wonderful car, and an equally wonderful 
opportunity and privilege to try it.  bw
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As a result of the report 
in the last Brass Notes 
on the early cars owned 

by the late Dr Leatham from 
Taranaki, I have been contacted 
by his great grandson who 
was surprised to see his family 
featured. He tells me that Dr 

Leatham was described as a ‘social pest’ with his Oldsmobile and 
in 1905 he purchased a second 7hp model. The Clement-Talbot 
he bought in 1913 was trucked in 1925 in Auckland. He was 
obviously a remarkable man and not just on the motoring scene. 
He had a 53 year association with the Taranaki Hospital and a 
photograph of him and his family hangs in the boardroom of the 
New Plymouth Automobile Association.

In 1962 the late Hugh Foster visited David Bruce, who lived in 
Ward at the time. He mentioned that he knew of a 1905 Rover 
8hp two seater car that had been dismantled and had been sitting 
in an elderly gentleman’s shed in Blenheim for ages. After several 
visits to the owner, Mr Bateman, David was allowed into the shed 
for a look and negotiated a sale. It was difficult to know which 
parts belonged to the vehicle but David gathered up everything 
that had dark green paint on it. This was a successful exercise as 
he finished up with all the brackets and castings as a start for a 
rebuild. A motor was in a boat in a Picton shed. The crankcase, 
original nameplate and casting with the engine number 168 
coincided with the rest of the parts he had. The seats were also 
retrieved having been adapted for use as garden seats. Richard 
Foster and Ken Woodhead took on the task of the mechanical 
part of the restoration while David did the body. The car has 
some unusual features, for instance the carburettor is mounted 
on the side of the gearbox and connected to the inlet valve by a 
long tube. To slow down at intersections a cardan shaft brake is 
used with rear wheels brakes applied to make a complete (wheel 
skidding if necessary) stop. It also has a column gear change. The 
genuine clutch is specially designed with metal to metal running 
in oil to prevent strain and jerking when starting. At the time that 
David purchased the bones, Mr Bateman had remarked, “you’ll 

bRASS nOteS 
Words Diane Ross   randross@kinect.co.nz

never make a car out of that,” so it was with pleasure that David 
was able to take him for a ride when restoration was complete. 
Having read about Dr Jefferson’s 1906 journey from Coventry to 
Constantinople in a similar car David was determined to drive 
to the 1980 Rotorua International Rally. With Judith at his side 
he achieved this without problems, except having to compete in 
the slow, slow class rather than a slow, slow, slow class at the rally 
meant they were mostly arriving as everyone else was leaving. 
That the early Rover 8hp was a quality machine is borne out by 
the story of a doctor who owned a 1901 tiller steered Oldsmobile 
that was always getting stuck in mud. He exchanged it for an 
8hp Rover. In Dunedin Dr Fulton also owned a Rover from 1905 
to 1923 and described it as extremely reliable giving very little 
trouble. His biggest bugbear was punctures caused by horse shoe 
nails and bits of sharp metal lying on the roads. 

The organisers of the VCC Rally 2012 at Wanganui are 
making special provisions for early and fragile Veteran vehicles. 
You will not be expected to drive long distances but are assured 
of interesting and fun filled days with other vehicles of similar 
capacity.

I’m grateful to Fay Chamberlain from Wanganui for the 
following script written from a woman’s perspective .

A 1906 ReO.........hOw the lAdieS See it
104 years old and like us endeavouring to age gracefully. She’s 

had a long life, needs a little help up the steep hills and has had a 
few face and body lifts but still chugs along elegantly and dutifully 
as every Edwardian lady should.

The first owner of the little Reo runabout was Mr Charles 
James Deck (the youngest son of JG Deck, the Brethren church 
evangelist and hymn writer who emigrated to New Zealand in 
1853 to reside in Tahuna, Nelson). 

From Motueka, Clem Underwood supplied the following 
information; Clem married the younger daughter of the original 
owner. Because she was only three when her father died she 
remembers little. However a diary reports that Charles Deck was 
a dentist in Nelson and his older brother a doctor in Motueka and 

1905 Rover after restoration. 
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both imported Reos through the port of Nelson in 1908. Charles’ 
car is reported to be the first car in Nelson. The engine numbers 
were sequential. 

From the dentist’s wife’s diary;
1908 August 27 “Our new motorcar, a Reo, came at last. Jim 

drove it down here at midday and took girlie and me for a run at 
4.40pm.”

August 28 “Jeff came for a few days to help Jim with the car.”
November 7 “We four started for Motueka at 2.25pm. Tyre burst 

near Hewetson’s where we took refuge. Jeff to the rescue and the 
doctor took us down in the Holsman.”

November 10 “Could not get home as motor still laid up.”
November 11 “Started home at 2pm. Tyre burst again.”
November 14 “Jim cycled to Motueka, and brought back the Reo.”
1909 December 24 “We four motored to Motueka, leaving home 

5.25pm arriving at the old Deck home 7.40pm.”
1913 September 4 “Our car is laid up. Radius rod broken.”
October 26 “Jim has got a Douglas motorcycle which is a great 

comfort to him.”
1915 August 29 “Jim has sold his old Reo in part exchange for a 

new Calthorpe Minor four seater.”
The little Reo changed hands a few times, one of the owners 

was the late Denis King. 
Then 81 years later a band of Veteran owners were queuing for 

lunch in central Hawke’s Bay when Russell Vincent whispered to 
my husband, Ian, “ How would you like to own a car older than 
the 1917 Buick?” Wow! A challenge, why not. Russell reported 
that most of the vehicle was there and invited Ian to Auckland 
to have a look. So off we went. The motor, chassis and a few 
unidentifiable bits were sort of there (as a lady sees it). The whole 
lot fitted into the back of Ian’s ute and to him it was “exciting 
stuff.” To me it was ... ah well, he is a clever chap, and he had done 
a great job of the Buick. 

Pauline Vincent confided to me over lunch that she preferred 
the Reo to Russell’s “manly” 1905 Cadillac. (One sounds like 
a man cracking a whip and the other is definitely a little lady’s 
“chuff, chuff”).

Compulsory photos were taken at all stages of the restoration. 
When you want to go out you can always count on Grandad being 
“home in the shed” at all hours, so Ian was on hand to babysit 
granddaughter, Jasmine, four months. Just like a man he stuck a 
hunk of carpet down amongst the car paraphenalia and set about 
an early training regime in mechanics. Who said men can’t multi-
task?

He knows how to boil the kettle too. All those trips from 
kitchen to shed to pour boiling water over the wood to stretch the 
panels. I learned a lot from his conversations with his offsider, the 
late Ray Alderton, who was an expert in the woodwork field. The 
bath was in constant use, filled with water and panels soaking in 
it. We did need a new kettle at the end of the proceedings. 

Monday 7.30pm, 12 August 1997 the motor came to life.
Interesting parcels started arriving from the USA. Expressions 

like “Gee thats great” were heard on our end of the telephone 
and international toll calls were up a bit. Genuine brass lamps 
appeared and a full set of factory plans that had been found in an 
attic. It was all go.

Finally the lady gets a little input. “What colour would you like 
dear?” It’s a well known fact that the colour is what ladies choose 
their cars by so I figured out that I liked the colour of the old 
Benson & Hedges tobacco tins (sort of grape/purply/maroon) with 
gold stripes should be good. Turned out fine with the sample piece 
but the undercoat changed colour and the finished product was 
more of a wine, but still good.

Over the past ten years the Reo has taken part in many Veteran 
rallies including the 2006 Vero International in Invercargill. 
There, side by side after 100 years with the other Deck Reo now 
proudly owned by Doug and Judy Willis of Arrowtown. We were 
also thrilled to give some of the Deck family descendants a ride in 
Grandad’s old Reo while we were at the National Veteran Rally in 
Motueka. 

The car has brought a lot of fun and joy into our lives. When 
Ian said “yes” to that little car I’m sure he didn’t envisage giving up 
his greasy overalls for a three piece suit, bowler hat and fob watch. 
They both scrub up well! bw

Top: 1905 Rover before restoration.                                                                  Above: Growing old elegantly, 1906 Reo.
Above: Development of 1906 Reo body.
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rAllY uPdATeVCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540 info@rally2012.co.nz

Standard
̋NŌ MurI PūkeNga kŌ Mua PūaWaI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

John Johnston from Australia, owns 
1927 and 1929 Chryslers and two 1970 
Toranas. Has attended previous rallies 
in Palmerston North, Christchurch, 
Hamilton and Invercargill.

John and Ruth Knight from Australia, 
own two 1930 Chryslers, 1937 Buick 
Woody, 1948 Sunbeam Talbot and a 1962 
Dodge Lancer Coupe. Attended Rotorua 
in 1980. If no car available would be more 
than happy to accept rides in various cars 
over rally duration.

Iain McClymont from Canada, owns 
a 1940 Packard 120 Touring sedan and a 
1955 Nash Metropolitan.

Rodger Martin from Canada, owns a 
1941 Chevrolet Special Deluxe 4 door 
sedan.

David Willoughby from United States 
of America, owns a 1957 Ford Retractable 
Hardtop convertible. Would appreciate a 
vehicle large enough to carry his wife’s 
folding wheelchair.

 Bruce Hutton qsm

 Rally Director

Rally dates

Monday 16 January - Friday 27 January 2012

destinations. We are pleased to announce 
them as Hawera, Jerusalem, Hunterville, 
Marton, Fielding and Ratana. These routes 
will provide a variety of motoring and 
the routes include some unsealed sections. 
Each of the rally routes will leave from 
Wanganui in the morning to arrive at the 
destinations around lunchtime, allowing 
entrants plenty of time to enjoy the local 
activities before returning to Wanganui at 
their leisure.

The routes will range between 80 
and 180 miles (including return trip to 
Wanganui) for the long route and between 
60 and 150 miles for the medium route 
(including return trip to Wanganui). For 
Veteran and two wheel brake owners who 
feel that these destinations are too far, 
there will be a short route option available 
around the Wanganui district. The idea of 
the Veteran option is to entice out some 
of our older vehicles that would otherwise 
have stayed home. 

 Route destinations
Careful negotiations have been held 

at each arrival point so that there will be 
a variety of interesting and visual enter-
tainments for entrants along with a wide 
choice of food and beverages. 

Can you help
The following overseas people have 

expressed interest in borrowing a car for 
the rally:

Stephen Bertalan from Canada, owns a 
1970 Oldsmobile 442. If no car is available 
they would be happy to be passengers.

Roger Horsfield from the United 
Kingdom, owns a 1926 Singer 10/26 
4-seater tourer, 1929 Austin 7 Chummy 
and a 1947 MG TC. Ideal car would be 
Vintage but any car that is VCC eligible. 
Would like to reciprocate in UK to 
whoever lends a car – is a volunteer at 
Brooklands Racing Track Museum so can 
give a conducted tour.

entry Form
It was our aim to have the entry form 

completed by the end of March however 
constructing an on-line entry form 
is a lot more complex than even I had 
envisaged. Now that the information and 
costing have been finalised, Kiwi Webs 
in Wanganui who we have contracted to 
do the work, is preparing the entry form 
ready to be placed on our website. It is my 
intention that it should become live on 1 
July 2010. 

Registration Fees
These have now been finalised.
To enter a vehicle and driver (includes 

commemorative rally plaque, rally polo 
shirt, entry pack, entry to the rally village, 
evening entertainments, open day, exhibi-
tion hall and spectator entry to Manfeild 
circuit) $350.

Navigator, (includes polo shirt, entry 
into rally village, evening entertainments, 
open day, exhibition hall and spectator 
entry to Manfeild circuit) $100.

Extra adults or supporters (includes 
entry to rally village, evening entertain-
ments, open day, exhibition hall and 
spectator entry to Manfeild circuit) $100 
per person.

Children under 15 years of age will 
have free entry and will be issued with 
their own identity necklet. This includes 
access to the rally village, evening enter-
tainments, open day, exhibition hall and 
spectator entry to Manfeild circuit.

Grand final dinner function which 
includes meal and entertainment will be 
$35 per person.

Manfeild speed event will be $35 per 
accepted entry.

There will also be a late entry fee of 
$100 if entered between 1 August 2011 
and 31 October 2011.

Rally Routes
The route committee have been hard 

at work and have now finalised the rally 

The address bar of your internet browser is at 
the top of the screen and if you use Internet 
Explorer the page will look similar to this.

To find the VCC Rally 2012 website 
type the website address into the address 
bar of the internet browser on your 
computer.

www.vccrally2012.co.nz
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ray Shearman MnZM from Canterbury branch has come 

up with some information on indian motorcycles that could 

be a real help to restorers. The source is not known but the 

author is Ted hodgdon. we cannot vouch for the accuracy 

of the information but for anybody trying to match the 

paint this is a good place to start.

Ted Hodgdon says: It has been said that Indian used several 
different shades of red through the years. I do not believe this to 
be true having done a great deal of research on the subject and 
also working for the factory for six years and I know how carefully 
they matched the red paint each year.

Up to 1910 the machines were dark blue. In 1911 they started 
coming through in red and the factory stuck to the same red right 
up through until 1930 when they stopped dipping the parts in 
the enamel, and started to use a spray finish. At that time several 
different shades of red crept in. However, if you have an Indian 
from 1911 up through to 1929 there is only one correct shade of 
red for it. While with most colours it is possible to find a single 
paint number that will produce the colour you want I have never 
been able to find a Dupont Duco or Dupont Dulux enamel which, 
all by itself, will match the genuine Indian red.

The problem can be solved by using a can of Dupont Dulux 
maroon, 93-143H. Pour one eigth of it out then add a similar 
amount Dupont Dulux enamel 93-3516H red. Mix carefully and 
you will produce the exact shade of Indian red for Indian for your 
1911 to 1930 Indian.

Red Indian
1918 Indian owned by Ross Pringle, winner of the Motorcycle Concours at 
this year’s Otago Branch Dunedin-Brighton run. Photo Lynette Duncan.

Photo: Edwin Pijpe

 F ull range of import/export services to/from anywhere 
in New Zealand

 Teams, tours or  
individuals 

 Seamless door 
to door service

Phone 09 254 4005
Jenner Cargo International Ltd 
Email carl@jennercargo.co.nz   www.jennercargo.co.nz

INTERNATIONAL 
SHIPPING

Specialist vehicle forwarder

Trust us to handle the shipping with ease

Call Carl or Tracey for a free quote. 
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FRee adveRTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.
Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members 
wishing to advertise commercial 
services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at  
Marketplace Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141  
or fax us on 03 332 3827
Deadline for receipt of advertisements 
and payment for our August/September 
issue is 10 July 2010.  

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a vCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$64*
 wANTED  fOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$21*
Tick which column you require

 wANTED  fOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels. 
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

vCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Non-vCCNZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D. 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707



 Beaded Wheels 41 Beaded Wheels 41

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST. 
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR salE

1928 MODEl A PHAETON uNDER RESTORATION. 
 Motor running, chassis completed, new hood bows. 
Brand new tyres, new parts to finish restoration 
plus numerous second hand Model A parts. All 
going as one lot. Phone John Morgan 06 368 7171.

1928 MODEl A TuDOR  Registered and WOF. This 
car is complete but needs a bit of a tidy up. last 
restored in 1970 and still goes well. Has been in the 
North all its life and has always been garaged. Have 
got the new upholstery for this car. Phone Graeme 
09 434 7215  MEM

1928-1934 AuSTIN ClOCk  in going order. Phone 
07 576 6118.

1936 WOlSElEy 14/56 RESTORATION PROJECT. 
 Body stripped, etch-primed and doors, mudguard, 
spare wheel cover and bonnet are primed for 
painting. New upholstery, front seats and door 
linings. Bumpers re-chromed. Chassis and all 
running gear painted. Five crossply tyres. Two 
engines (one disassembled), two diffs, spare front 
axle, good recond. radiator, spares. Phone Winton 
Cleal 04 472 1878. Offers wanted, must all be sold 
together. All reasonable offers considered.  MEM.

1950 VAuxHAll VElOx l TyPE CHROME kIT. 
 Components have been restored to pristine condition. 
Included are all external and internal chromeware (ie 
bumpers, overriders, hubcaps, grille all trims and 
mouldings, interior/exterior handles). A full list and 
detailed photo inventory available on request. Any 
realistic offer considered. Phone 021 297 6212.  MEM

1958 FORD ZEPHyR ZODIAC  in good condition also 
Penny Farthing bike in good condition, 48 to 52 
inches. Phone Alan 03 304 7477 or 0274 834 862
  MEM

1962 PEuGEOT 403B.  New paint, upholstery. 
Mechanically sound, plenty of spares. Asking price 
$10,000. Phone 07 862 9221. 

1966 MG B GT  Registered and WOF. A very tidy car, 
repainted 2004 by Colletts Panel & Paint. Body in 
excellent condition, reconditioned distributor and 
carburettor. Four new tyres, new battery. Phone 
Graeme 09 434 7215  MEM

2 600-20 DODGE WHEElS & TyRES  $80 each  
3 Solid rubber truck tyres 770mm diam. $80 
each John Deere MC Crawler parts (mechanical). 
Contact: Trevor 06 345 8897  MEM

4 DuNlOP SP RADIAl TyRES  165x15 2-3mm tread. 
$50 the 4 plus freight ex Rotorua. Phone Dennis 07 
348 8448  MEM

AuSTIN 18/6 1938 WINDSOR  7 seater restoration 
project, mechanically complete, was running before 
stored 10 years ago. Body incomplete but useable 
project body with it. Has most of seating and 
interior parts from orig body. One of two in New 
Zealand, offers around $1000. Phone evenings 09 
436 0866 or email lynandjim@xtra.co.nz  MEM

AuSTIN AllEGRO 1976.  Family owned 25 years. 
Registration on hold. Shed stored. Very tidy and 
original. $2,000. Phone Jim Madgwick 07 888 0772 
Matamata.  MEM

Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

caRBURETTOR RE-cOnDiTiOning — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(levin) 06 368 2202

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

AuSTIN BIG SEVEN SHORT BlOCk.  Has all innards, 
clutch, manifolds, sump pan etc. $40. Phone 03 385 
9472. Fits Austin 8 too.  MEM

AuSTIN PRINCESS 1979.  Mag wheels. Tidy and 
original. Rego on hold. Shed stored. Includes spare 
dismantled car with sun roof. $2,000 the lot. Phone 
Jim Madgwick 07 888 0772 Matamata.  MEM

AuTOMOBIlE yEAR, VOl 1-VOl 57.  Automobile 
Quarterly, Vol 1- Vol 50. Classic & Sports Cars, 
April 1982-present. Throughbred & Classic Cars, 
October 1973-present. All are complete sets in 
mint condition. located in Rotorua. Price to be 
negotiated. Phone Dennis 07 348 8448.  MEM

AuTOMOTIVE lIGHTING.  Automotive bulbs in 
6-12-24 volt including most hard to get bases in 
both 6 & 12 volt for conversions. These are the old 
type standard bulbs not the more expensive Quartz 
type. Try me for all your bulbs preferably with a 
description rather than an obscure number. Info 
and quotes phone Stuart Neill 03 472 7199 or email 
stulynneill@hotmail.com  MEM

BADGES  Bonnet sections and radiator surround for 
1937-39 International D2. Cleaned and primed. $60 
you pay freight. Phone Bruce 03 217 2664, fax 03 
217 4668  MEM

BOOkS AND MAGAZINES  by the hundred! Austin 
Gypsy to Corvette, Riley to CB750, Jaguar to Fangio, 
Mansell and James Hunt. See www.markview.co.nz

BRAND NEW CylINDER HEAD.  4 Cyl OHV. Rootes 
group. Could be Humber Hawk or Sunbeam Talbot 
90, has original Haines Motors ltd label. $250. Phone 
03 385 9472.  MEM

BuICk HuBCAPS ExCEllENT NEW REPRODuC-
TIONS.  Price in $uS plus postage and packaging. 
1929 to 1935 most models for wire and wood 
wheels $60 each. 1931-32 wood wheel chrome trim 
ring $25. 1929 seconds for master wooden$30. 
1938 nose emblem $150. Phone Joe krepps, Florida 
001 321 636 8777 or email buicknut@palmet.net 
or some samples in Rotorua phone Dennis 07 348 
3550.

FRee adveRTISING*
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CHRySlER 1929 MODEl 65,  4 door sedan. Chassis, 
woodwork and mechanicals fully restored. Body on 
chassis, needs minor finishing. Clean dry storage for 
past 28 years. Complete with all major parts, some 
spares supplied. Great project. $7,000 ono. Contact 
Brian, 04 565 4085 or 021 400 859

DAIMlER – 1965 Mk 2 JAG SHAPE.  Restoration 
project. Complete car offers. Bull Nose Cowley 
1924, all major components, no body, offers. Phone 
07 895 5900.

PEnRiTE Oils  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.u 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

VinTagE EnginE sHORTBlOcKs  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VinTagE WOOD PROBlEMs? For all your Vintage 
woodwork requirements, I can reproduce your car’s 
woodwork from original parts, patterns and photos. 
Model A parts made to order, also Morris Traveller 
Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau 
St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 327 6164.

VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.

ValVEs exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

ClASSIC & ODDBAll ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

PEnRiTE EnginE cOOl anT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PisTOns fOR VinTagE anD classic EnginEs 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
unit 1 11 Penn Place, upper riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a empire road, belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

DykeS AuTomoBile AnD GASoline enGine 
enCyClopeDiA,  published 1923 uSA. Informative 
book on car maintenance of American vehicles. 
Good condition for age. $45 ono. Volumes 1-4 
Automobile Repair, published mid 1950s(?), 
covering British vehicles, inc. set of 6 data sheets 
and 17 general trouble tracing and maintenance 
sheets (sheet 6 missing). $55 ono. Contact Brian, 
04 565 4085 or 021 400 859

EARly TO MID-’30S ClOSE COuPlED 4 SEAT  2 door 
saloon Martin and king coachwork. Dismantled but 
sound and complete with all fittings, glass, green 
leather, guards. Originally on R-R 20/25 but suit 
and fit other chassis. Phone Alan 03 215 6383.   MEM

FORD FAlCON STATION WAGON 1964 xM.  Straight 
and tidy. Very easy restoration. For sale $5,000 
refer petrolhead for details. Phone Jim Madgwick 07 
888 0772 Matamata.  MEM

FORD MODEl A ROADSTER 1930.  Good body, runs, 
for restoration $16,500. 1930 5 window coupe, 
good solid project $15,500. 1929 original closed 
cab truck no engine or gearbox $12,000. 1930 
coupe body $11,000. 1924 T coupe sheet metal 
$3,000. Phone 06 377 3884.

FREE FOR REMOVAl.  Woodwork less doors for 1927 
Fiat 503 tourer. Suitable for patterns only. located 
New Plymouth. Will become firewood early July. 
Phone 06 758 7685 evenings.  MEM

GREAT OPPORTuNITy.  Beaded Wheels magazines 
from June 1967 to present. Nearly complete, 
excellent condition. Offers. Phone 06 878 2448.
  MEM

HEAlEy 3000 WIRE WHEEl  in very good condition 
with usable Dunlop 185x15. $50 plus freight. Phone 
James 09 428 1075  MEM

MG A DIFF HEAD  also suit early MG B 4.2 ratio 
,also other MG A and B parts. Phone 06 758 4244.
  MEM

MODEl A.  Complete bonnet 1928-29 Clean and rust 
free. Tidy condition, needs minor work. $100 plus 
freight ex Rotorua. Phone Dennis 07 348 8448.  MEM

NEW ZEAlAND ClASSiC CAr MAGAZINES.  57 
copies November 1992 to June 1997. Complete, 
excellent condition. Phone 09 878 2448.  MEM

on Four WheelS,  history of motoring (published 
approx 30 years ago) all 165 issues plus index, all in 
binders. Excellent condition. $150 ono, plus freight. 
Contact Brian, 04 565 4085 or 021 400 859

1928 MODEl A TuDOR SEDAN  Restored. Reluctant 
sale owing to ill health. Registration on hold at the 
moment, will have registration and WOF at the 
point of sale. Asking price $24,000. Phone John 
Morgan 06 368 7171.

RIlEy ElF, 1968 MARk III.  Recond motor and gearbox 
(automatic), refurbished interior, current registration 
and WOF. Ideal lady driver’s classic Vintage car. 
$9,500. Phone 07 549 5272 or 027 492 2972.  MEM

RuGBy ENGINE BlOCk.  4 cylinder side valve. 
Marked ‘DuRANT MOTORS 219 135’ Mid 1920s 
Asking price $150 Contact; Wellington VCC, Ph 04 
475 7413 Email nisbetdd@xtra.co.nz  MEM

STAN WIll BE FOR SAlE  at the end of August when 
our uk Tour ends. Stan is our 1992 Ford Transit 
motorhome for two and is providing us with very 
affordable transport and accommodation 69,908 
miles on odometer and cruises at 60mph doing 
30mpg Diesel. Storage in leeds £70/6 months. 
£2500. Phone 027 426 2676.  MEM

STuDEBAkER 1925  Gearboxes, 3x. Two RHD, One 
lHD. Offers please. Phone Wellington VCC Phone 
04 475 7413. Email nisbetdd@xtra.co.nz  MEM

DisTRiBUTOR PaRTs anD sERVicE 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish.  
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum advance Units.  
MEcHanical fUEl PUMPs REPaiRED.  

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa,  
Manukau City, 2576. 

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

HUBcaPs – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New york Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

gOT ViBRaTiOn PROBlEMs?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

DRiVEsHafTs DRiVEsHafTs DRiVEsHafTs 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

MagnETOs, REWinDs, PaRTs anD sERVicE, 
all types. Contact Chris Slater, Coil Winding 
Services, Hupenui RD, Greytown, Wairarapa. 
Phone 06 304 9466.
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome  

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

VinTagE POsTERs  Poster Business for sale. Ten 
titles – authentic advert copy. Stock on hand at 
cost. Printing plates, packaging material. History 
of customer purchases and customer list. Enquiries 
to: keith Buckley phone 03 313 7563  MEM

saBisTOn MK2 siDEcaR OUTfiT  with tonneau, 
hood and spare wheel Comes with 1978 xS 750E. 
WOF, Reg on Hold. Heaps of parts, manuals etc 
plus complete xS 750/850, rolling chassis partly 
dismantled. $2,500. Phone Pete 07 872 7999.  MEM 

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

RaRE 1923 cHEVROlET OnE TOn UTiliTy 
ExPREss TRUcK  Older restoration but in 
excellent condition, well maintained and runs well. 
Current registration and WOF. Many spare parts. 
Only limited display useage since major engine 
overhaul. One owner since 1986. Genuine reason 
for sale. located near Dunedin Airport. Offers 
over $23,000. Phone Alan Scurr 027 449 1696 or 
03 489 5538.  MEM

THREE TyRES $150 GOOD 475-500x20. Two Dunlop-
Sankey rims 5 stud x16ins $150pr. Ford 10 radiator 
new core $400. Vauxhall Wyv: radiator pressure 
tested: some outer fin damage $65. 1924 Graham 
Truck diff housing. Springs, u/bolts, axle clamps, 
cw&p, POA. 1926-28 Dodge w/pump new $85. 
1923-4 Dodge spare tyre carrier $60. Box of asst: 
18mm & 7/8 plugs have list, pics avail. Phone Barry 
06 835 9575.

TIllOTSON CARBuRETTOR FOR MODEl A OR B 
FORD.  This has had little use and is in original 
package. $110. Phone HD Browett 03 487 6726  MEM

VCC 13TH INTERNATIONAlly RAlly 1972  $20 
NZ Bentley Rally 1963 $20. Southland Sports Car 
Club $15. Australian Victoria V & V Rally for Cook 
celebrations $15. Polish V & Veteran Rally 1967 $15. 
Small dash plaque Jaguar Drivers 25th Anniversary 
1983 $8. Motorcycle dealers badge for rear guard 
“Brook Motorcycle’s England Nos $20. Phone 03 
384 4109 home, 03 384 9023 work  MEM

VINTAGE W/W CAR TyRES FOR SAlE  4 6.70 - 15" 
BF Goodrich 2½" Whitewall Tyres. Excellent Tread 
8mm $250 each. 4 600 x 16" Firestone 3¼"wide 
Whitewall Tyres. Approx 6mm tread $210 each.  
1 600 x 16" Firestone 3¼ wide Whitewall Tyre - 
new $495. Phone Jack 03 332 2894

1934 HuDSON TERRAPlANE SEDAN.  Restoration 
started, fully panelbeaten, ready for final strip and 
paint. Engine fully reconditioned, not yet run. Many 
spares and rare parts. Chassis done. Enquiries to 
Wanganui 06 345 2552  MEM
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singlE VETERan DUcO 8 incH ElEcTRic  
headlight, complete and in good condition suitable 
for English or Continental light car. Contact Ian 
Goldingham Ph 09 445 8811 goldie@kiwilink.
co.nz

1951 RilEy RMB 2.5 sPORTs salOOn.  Older 
restoration, good roof and paint. Reconditioned 
engine (shell bearings). Very good mechanicals, 
tyres. Interior needs tidy-up. Many extras & 
spares. Very reliable. $15,000 ono. Phone 09 236 
0662.  MEM.

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.

1951 MORRis MinOR  Partly restored. WOF & 
Reg for 12 months. Spare parts. Goes well. Paid 
$8,000 will take reasonable offer. Phone John 03 
980 5898   MEM

1919/20 BUICK ROADSTER E6-44.  Illness forces 
sale of well-maintained Buick. Restored early 
1980s. Current Reg & WOF. Frequently rallied 
1980-1990s. Best offer around $29,000. Email: 
geoffmurphy@gmail.com, phone 04 568 4489 or 
SMS 0061 415 388 488 (Aus.)  MEM

1929 cHEVROlET TOURER.  Older restoration, 
WOF and Reg, some spares, second owner selling 
after 44 years. 120,000 miles. Good rubber, new 
battery, new radiator. $20,000. Phone 09 437 
3222.   MEM

FOR SALE 1939 NASH 400  A very usable classic 
car in good restored condition. Registered and 
Warrant of fitness. Being sold so another classic 
car can take its place Price $20,000 ono. Phone 
Stewart 06 870 9459  MEM

MORRis HUBcaPs TO sUiT EaRly E s – 10 
and Z. These are perfect replicas of the originals. 
They are made of copper and chrome plated.  
For enquiries: Phone Richard Crosland 09 278 
5860 or by email randvengineering@yahoo.co.nz 
  MEM 

RilEy KEsTREl 1935 ninE TWin sU caRBs.  
Rear oil seals just done. Drives well, registered 
and wof. New carpets, five new tyres, correct size. 
Offers. Phone 021 421 390  MEM

1972 DATSUN P510 1600,  assembled Campbell 
Industries, Thames, No 673, 1st reg. May 72, orig 
paintwork and motor, mileage 127,500. Totally 
original down to toolkit. Offered for tender, highest 
or any tender not necessarily accepted, tenders 
close May 30 2010. Phone 06 528 4621 evenings.

1962 MORRIS 1000 UTE FOR RESTORATION , 
also 1962 Morris 1000 Car as parts for ute. $600 
ono. Phone Graham (03) 443 1642 lake Hawea or 
email sandra.harris@clear.net.nz  MEM
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MORRis MinOR WOODy sTaTiOn WagOn. 
 1969 1100 motor. Present owner last 11 years. 
used in last two International rallies. Woodwork 
good condition, good upholstery, radio, heater,ball 
joint. keeps up with modern traffic with ease. 
$13,000. Phone John 03 327 2979 or 027 227 
7134   MEM

1924 MODEL T FIRE ENGINE,  only done 2.5 
hours on new motor. $15000.00 or best offer. 
must go. Phone 03 347 9078.

1926 ALVIS 12/50 DUCKS BACK REPLICA.  The 
quintessential Alvis Classic. Running chassis – 
g/box new close ratio gears, five new wheels. 
Only engine reassembly and body skinning to go. 
Genuine reason for sale. Will sell at cost. Phone 09 
236 4506.  MEM

VETERan sTEERing BOx  Easy adaption to any 
Veteran rebuild $100 plus freight. Barrie Grant. 
Phone 07 846 5698, Email grantbl@xtra.co.nz 
  MEM 

MOTORcyclE PaRTs MaDE TO ORDER.   
Tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Above is a tank for a 1915 Rover motorcycle that 
we are fabricating at present. Call us and see 
how we can help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 
6691 or 027 330 9581. Shaun Davies, Qualified 
Coachbuilder.

1951 BRaDfORD Van.  Older restoration but 
very good order. All seats recently re-upholstered, 
all gauges recalibrated. Believed to be one of 
the few fully British assembled Bradfords still on 
the road. Reg. & WOF. Spare engine, gearbox, 
windscreens, mudguards, original o’ship papers, 
many receipts. Offers 03 612 6755 evenings  MEM

1970 MGB TOURER  Excellent condition and good 
touring car. Has VCC Identity Card. $17,000 ono. 
Phone Geoff Morris 03 547 4494 or geoffmorris@
clear.net.nz  MEM 

VETERAN 1916 OVERLAND 75 TOURER  in 
impeccable condition. Reg and WOF. Been stored 
in motor museum for last 10 years. Runs well. 
$32,000 ono including spares. Phone 03 693 7680 
after 20 June or email johnval@nettel.net.nz  MEM

LOTUS MARK 6 1955 NO 114  MGA 1500 Motor 
and gearbox. Came to New Zealand in 1965. 
VIC Card. All ready for next Hillclimb, road legal. 
$50,000 ono. Phone Ivan 09 483 5744.  MEM

1933 Studebaker Speedway Regal President 8
$100,000

Engine: 5525cc HP: 132 @ 3400 rpm
Weight: 2 tons 

Wheelbase: 136 inches
Length: 17ft 8inches

This luxury 7 passenger sedan has only had 
three owners: 1933 Late G. Husheer, 

1971 Brian Jackson 2007 Rodney Green

Sale includes numerous spare parts.

Please contact Rodney Green 021 423 830
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wAnted to buy

REsTORaTiOn WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder.
Wood work, panel work and fabrication work for all 
Vintage, Veteran and Classic cars and Motorbikes. 
Full or part restorations. For all your restoration 
requirements phone Davies Coachworks. Phone 
03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581. Above is a 1915 
Model T C cab we are presently working on.

’26-‘28 DODGE 4.  Prefer one that’s been trucked 
(cut down) and that’s a runner, but anything 
considered. Contact Bryan Blackberry 06 876 
9321 or 0274 527 949.  MEM

1925 DODGE TOuRER PARTS.     Split Rims for 
wooden wheels size 20 inch 4.75 / 5.00 and any 
other parts. Phone Shaun 04 5691 227 or email 
leahymcgreevy@clear.net   MEM

1929 NASH SPECIAl 6 GEARBOx AND Full 
WIDTH REAR BuMPER.  Interested in any parts 
for this model. Phone kevin Casey 03 453 0818 
or email caseyleadlights@xtra.co.nz  MEM

AuSTIN 7 RuBy  Complete motor or whole car for 
parts. South Island please. Phone 03 578 5701. 
  MEM

AuTOMOBIlIA WANTED TO Buy.  Old toys 
including tin plate, pressed steel and die cast, 
Dinky or Corgi or similar. Any early NZ motor 
racing memorabilia dating till 1970s Posters, 
motor racing programmes or any similar related 
items. Top prices paid, cash buyer. Contact Robert 
Benge 027 472 3395 or Email horselessauto@
gmail.com

BEADED WHEElS,  issues, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,13,14. 
Don’t need copies, originals only thanks. Phone 
06 368 5611 or 021 111 8176.  MEM

BROuGH SuPERIOR 1929 680.  Hamilton/
Cambridge resident pre-war. Seeking tank, nickel 
plated, black painted top, 2 CMC filler caps 
Bonniksen Speedo + drive Sturmey Archer GB. 
Other Bruff bits, cash/swaps davidking@ukf.net 
0044 785 032 3232

CROSSlEy N STATIONARy  engine parts, valves, 
rockers, castings etc. Contact Trevor 06 345 
8897.  MEM

FIVE 31x4 STRAIGHT SIDE TyRES.  New or second 
hand, with tubes if available. Phone Earl Preston 
03 577 7839  MEM

FORD FAIRMONT xR 1966 - 1967 MODEl  Phone 
Jules 03 235 8030.  MEM

FORMulA 5000 RACE CAR  damaged or in pieces 
for a project. Must be reasonably priced. Phone 
03 442 1965.  MEM

FRONT SuSPENSION BuSHES  for 1934 Chrysler 
CA. Top bush & pin for knuckle (yoke) – Dufor 
Part No. Sx6 – 2 reqd. Bottom Bush & pin for 
knuckle (yoke) – Dufor part No. Sx7 – 2 reqd. 
Inner Pivot bush & pin for independent control 
arm – Dufor Sx1006? – 4 reqd. Headlight lens 
– identification numbers on rim of each lens 
are #13890 (left) & #13891 (right). Tail light 
len – outside rim dia. Contact Simon, 16 Rimu St, 
Taupo 3330. Email saurisch@bigpond.com

JAEGER TEMPERATuRE GAuGE 2" DIAM. 
 going or not. Phone ken 06 348 5508, email 
pfefshoes@xtra.co.nz   MEM

lOTuS ElAN + 2. 1967-74 WANTED.  Suitable 
for restoration, any condition, will even consider 
part finished project or basketcase job. Phone 
leicester 03 544 2826.

luCAS OR MIllAR MAG DyNO  with or without 
generator. Phone 06 844 9475.  MEM

VOLVO 244 GLE 1980  New front shock, water 
pump, tyres. Towbar, automatic. Ideal for a rally 
car. Phone 07 889 5479  MEM

1935 cHRyslER  C6 bootlid, will fit Dodge/
Desoto/Plymouth. Good sound condition, can 
email more photos if required. $120. Phone 
lindsay 03 437 0809 or 0212 301 062 Oamaru 
email plymouthnut@kol.co.nz  MEM

HILLMAN MINx 1954  This car is in good order. 
Reg and WOF. New paint in and out about 2 years 
ago. Interior seats etc in very good order. This car 
is in every day use and just done trip, Palmerston 
North to Hamilton and return. $3,400 ono. Phone 
Trevor 06 354 7279.  MEM

1938 sTanDaRD flying 12 . Only 4 owners 
from new. Genuine 97,000 miles. Reg, Wof, VIC. 
Was restored for Hamilton International Rally 
2000. Selling to make room for new project. Will 
consider offers over $8,000. Contact Dave 03 942 
4691 email d.sjenkins@paradise.net.nz

1952 ac sPORTs salOOn 2 DOOR  Similar to 
car shown. Rolling chassis, motor unassembled, 
diff, gearbox and most aluminium panels are in 
place inc. radiator. Complete car, many engine 
parts brand new. Second car of same chassis 
but V8 motor (not installed) A glass fibre sports 
open type four seat body. Both cars have original 
instrument panels. One has original ownership 
papers. Two be sold as one lot. Apply in the 
first instance with offers to lee Middleton, Club 
Captain, phone 09 431 2599 or lorraine Brown 
(owner) 09 425 5499.  MEM

Please notify national office if you  
have changed your address or sold/

purchased any vehicles. 



 Beaded Wheels 47 Beaded Wheels 47

wAnted to buy

PANTHER MODEl 100 600CC.  complete engine or 
parts. Any other parts for this model considered as 
well. Ph 09 378 1057 Mob 021 117 8353 or email 
pdownie@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

PRE RuBy AuSTIN SEVEN  for restoration, prefer 
easy or partly completed restoration, also consider 
older restoration but now needing mechanical work 
or a tidy up etc. Phone Clive Gardner 07 549 2007 
or email moandclive@clear.net.nz  MEM

SCHEBlER MODEl G CARBuRETTOR  as fitted to 
early Harley-Davidson single motorcycles. Contact 
Bob Bullock, 38 Hastings St, Nelson 7010 phone or 
txt 021 146 0578.   MEM

SCOTT SHIPlEy CyC-AuTO FRAME  #2630 Motor 
number J5260. Parts required, a motor in particular 
as mine has a welded con rod. Also Handbook or 
manual to assist with restoration. Please phone 
John Willmott on 09 834 3224 or 0274 774 242.
  MEM

SOCkET WANTED  SK• 12mm • 312 USA 6 point 
3/8” drive. Must be only 23mm high to fit boxed 
set of 13 sockets. Phone Jim Madgwick 07 888 
0772 Matamata.  MEM

SOlEx MOPED PARTS WANTED,  mid 1960s 
square frame model. Plastic flywheel cover, rear 
mudguard, engine protector bar, centre stand, 
left brake handle. Handbook or parts information 
phone Gavin Smith 03 308 2297.  MEM

SERVICEABlE TyRE OR TyRES WANTED  Size 
820x15. Phone Stewart 06 870 9459

SETS OF THE AuTOMOBIlE MAGAZINES WANTED 
TO Buy,  pre-1960 cars (uk) 1984 to 2001. Also 
Triumph Renown 1950-54 handbook. Phone 07 575 
4197.  MEM

WANTED TO PuRCHASE HISTORIC RACING CAR. 
 Prefer single seater or sports racer from the late 
1950 till late 1960s. Anything considered. Project 
to be completed and restored car. Cash buyer. 
Cash reward also offered for information leading to 
successful purchase. Please contact Robert Benge 
027 472 3395 or Email horselessauto@gmail.com
  MEM

FORD MODEl A ROADSTER WANTED,  preferably 
1930/31. Needs to be in very good overall 
condition, but not concours. Rumble seat needed, 
and twin mount spare wheels, and white wall tyres 
preferred, but not mandatory requirements. Please 
reply, with photos, to namoli@ihug.co.nz or phone, 
09 434 6232. VCC, and North Island Model “A” 
  MEM

FORD MODEl A CHASSIS AND RuNNING GEAR.  A 
complete Model A Ford minus its body. Needing 
restoration or stalled restoration. Prefer ’30-’31 but 
would like ‘28-’29 radiator. Contact: keith Phone 
09 446 0916 anytime, email: wensum@ihug.co.nz

WanTED fOR 1955 VilliERs MK 8E EnginE 
 and 4 speed gear/box. kickstart lever, gear change 
lever and S25 carburettor or parts. Phone Frank 07 
543 2447 or email frcarter@ihug.co.nz  MEM 

TRiUMPH MOTORcyclE caRBURETTOR  or 
parts as pictured but clamp on fitting type, and 
a Triumph sd gearbox and primary covers any 
foot levers for 1912 to 14 pedal gear and engine 
pulleys. Phone 09 533 8050 email taylorhq@xtra.
co.nz

a 13/8" BRONZE OR BRASS BODy SU CARB  
Wanted desperately to help make up a pair. Can be 
semi complete, flange orientation can be vertical 
or horizontal. I have a number of smaller variations 
of the same available for swaps or happy to pay 
for it outright. contact Ian Goldingham Ph 09 445 
8811 goldie@kiwilink.co.nz 

BING MODEL 1/12.52 CARBURETTOR  as 
per photo for a Type 412 Zundapp combinette 
moped. Single speed. Phone Eddie 03 359 9615 or  
021 891 980.  MEM 

NEW ZEALAND NUMBER PLATES  All years from 
country plates thru to 1966. In particular with 
prefixes eg. A, B, C, D, E, H, l, P, R, S, T, V, x DPl 
& Govt, also motorcycle plates similar to samples 
above. Will purchase singles to entire collections. 
Phone Graham 03 338 0314 or 021 365 449 email 
graham.freeman@xtra.co.nz  MEM

MECHANICAl FuEl TANk GAuGE WANTED  For 
my 1924 Dodge sedan (ROuND TANk) obviously 
complete would be nice, but what have you got? 
Phone Barry Ansell 06 835 9575 evenings or 
Stacem@xtra.co.nz  MEM 

TRIuMPH 1912 WANTED  engine or engine parts, 
also levers and foot pedals. I have plenty of Veteran 
swaps or will buy. Also BSA 557cc, 85mm bore 1922 
sidevalve barrel. Phone Paul 09 478 9699, 027 642 
4222, gruz.p@clear.net.nz

uRGENTly REQuIRED  to complete restoration of 
a 1926, 12/28 Clyno tourer – up to 4 19” Sankey 
wheels -4 stud at 27/8 centre, both front mudguards 
and a bonnet in repairable condition. These parts 
are the same as for the 11/24 models, email 
quakehoven@xtra.co.nz phone 07 824 8677.  MEM

MARVEl CARBuRETTOR MODEl VM  complete or 
parts, for 1929 Buick Marquette. The same updraft 
carb was fitted to other American makes and has 
the model number on the top of the float bowl. 
Contact Peter 09 276 1605. Cell 0272 816 050 email 
jafa002@hotmail.com or write to 108D Station 
Road Otahuhu 1062 Auckland  MEM

HEADlAMPS FOR 1930 s AuSTIN (Big 7 but others 
should fit) or parts to fix ours, complete shell with 
mount, rim retaining clip, complete bulb assembly, 
6v sealed beam unit. Txt John 021 701 467 email 
jrbeldham@yahoo.com

HAS ANyONE SOME 24" TyRES  for sale NEW. 
I will need two 24" x 4/12" or 5" and two 24" x 6" 
tyres. These are to fit my 1923 Graham Bros/Dodge 
fire engine, lyttelton’s first motor fire engine.  
Email: aronui@gmail.com

lOAN BIkES WANTED  for Overseas Entrants For 
2011 National Motorcycle Rally 26/27 February 
and After Rally Tour 28 February to 4 March 
inclusive. The National Rally is being held in 
Oamaru. The After Rally Tour travels to Omarama, 
and Cromwell. Please contact northotago@vcc.
org.nz or trevappleby@gmail.com. Phone k. Perry 
03 434 7226 or T Appleby 03 436 0512.
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SwAP MeeTS & ralliEs

ROTORUA VINTAGE & 
VETERAN CAR ClUB INC

30th Annual Central North Island

Swap Meet and Car Show 
Spectacular
NotE NEw vENuE 

Stock Car Raceway Paradise valley 
SuNdAy 11 July 2010

Featuring Vintage, Veteran, Classic Cars and Hotrods 

This event will be of interest to collectors of Vintage, 
Veteran, Classic and collectable cars, Motorcycles, Hotrods, 
memorabilia, old car books, models in fact anything of a 
collectable or antique nature.

Open from 7am till 3pm with hot food and refreshments 
available.

For site bookings ph Denis Burr 07 333 2807  
email dpburr@orcon.co.nz

For car show enquiries  
ph David Philps 07 357 4881  
email roommatecabins4u@clear.net.nz

EvENT COORDINATOR PHIl MENzIES PH 07 533 3878

Admission Seller’s vehicle & driver $10 
All others $5 per person (accompanied children FREE)

North otago BraNch
aNNouNces

A South ISlAnd 
Motor relIAbIlIty trIAl

For VeterAn VehICleS
ChrIStChurCh – dunedIn – ChrIStChurCh

12-13 noVeMber 2010
This event is being held to commemorate the Centenary of a  
New Zealand Trial which was held between Christchurch and Dunedin 
and return in December 1910. In 1910 it was won by Mr Neil Gilchrist of 
Oamaru, in his Talbot car.

The event has been designed to cater for those members who like to 
motor their Veteran Vehicles, or are interested in re-living events from 
the past, and to illustrate to the general public, the true spirit of our 
motoring pioneers.

Like the previous event it consists of a Timed Trial, an Economy Run 
and Field Tests.

Vehicles will travel from Christchurch to Oamaru on 12 November, 
Oamaru to Dunedin and return to Oamaru on 13 November and return 
to Christchurch on 14th November 2010.

Vehicles will need to be able to maintain a minimum average speed of 
20 mph.

ACCOMODATlON FOR TRIAL IN OAMARU  
We have secured Studio Units at North Star Motel for the two nights in 
Oamaru.
Please book at your earliest convenience for these units quoting 
NOVCC Reliability Trial as a reference. 
These units are discounted to $110 per night. If you have not already 
done so please forward your expression of interest asap.

Expressions of Interest are to be forwarded to: 
Reliability Trial Committee – NOVCC, PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444

2011 NATIONAL  
MOTORCYCLE 

RALLY
in OAMARU

26-27 February 2011
from: www.vcc.org.nz, northotago@vcc.org.nz 

north otago branch of VCC of nZ (inc.) 
P. o. box 360, oamaru 9444.

entry forms will also be emailed to all branches.
A list of accommodation options in oamaru for the national Motorcycle 
rally has been sent to all branch email addresses. Accommodation is the 
responsibility of the entrant. rally headquarters will be at the oamaru Club 
incorporated, 32 Severn Street, oamaru.
The Saturday rally day will start from Takaro Park, opposite the oamaru 
Club. field Tests and inter-branch Competitions will 
be held on Takaro Park on Sunday morning and 
there will be a display of bikes for the public also at 
Takaro Park on Sunday afternoon.
A five day tour to north and Central otago is offered 
in the week following the rally – Tour information is 
enclosed with the entry form.

for any further enquiries  
email: northotago@vcc.org.nz 

Phone: Jerry wing 027 435 8983 or (Sec.) Kathleen 
Perry 03 434 7226

ENTRY FORMS AVAILABLE 


8*, 9, 10 OCTOBER 2010
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the  

Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information and bookings write to Swapmeet, 
PO Box 5279,  Christchurch  

or phone Mike 03 344 0425. 
NOte: Sites not paid for by due date will be 
reallocated. Some eFtPOS facilities available.  

No Dogs. ROAR.

PUBLIC DAYS 9, 10 OCtOBeR: 9am - 4:30pm. 
Adults $5, all accompanied school children free.

Canterbury branCh VCC

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

Members Day Admission to the swapmeet 
is by current VCC MeMbershIP Card 

PLus adMIssIon Charge of $5 or site 
holders ticket only.  

Admission for those people accompanying a VCC 
member is $10 per person.

*8 
OCTOBER
MEMBER’S

 DAY
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Attention All  
Pre 1956 MG owners

The 18th  
Pre’56 MG 

NaTioNal rally
GeralDiNe 

(South Canterbury)

23 – 27 January 2011

Members of the MG Car Club and/or the Vintage Car 
Club are eligible. 

Programme includes Concours d’etat, Trial, Gymkhana 
and Autocross with plenty of time to socialise and 
explore this exciting and historic area of the South 

Island.

For more rally and accommodation information contact
Dren Errington 03 942 0251 mgcc.canterbury@paradise.

co.nz 
or Peter Croft 03 384 9534 bovett.croft@paradise.net.nz

 

3rd Veteran 
and Vintage tour

april 2011
 

This Tour will start in gore on 25th April, 
immediately after the South island easter rally  
and finish 10 days later in South Canterbury. 

Travel with fellow Vintage enthusiasts on little 
known vintage-type roads spending three days in 
the beautiful Catlins before heading northwards to 

finish in South Canterbury.

The last two Vet & Vin Tours have been reported 
in Beaded Wheels. if this is your type of  

touring mark it on your calendar and watch 
for more details.

Organiser this time is Marilyn McKinlay  
Canterbury branch in conjunction with 

John Chynoweth South island Club Captain.
enquiries and expressions of interest to Marilyn McKinlay 
Ph/Fax 03 3496951 or email bmm45@ext.canterbury.ac.nz

VCC national events
2011

national Motorcycle rally  north otago 25 - 27 feb
national Veteran rally Ashburton 18 - 20 feb
north island Club Captain’s Tour  9 - 20 April
national easter rally Si  gore  22 - 25 April
national easter rally ni Taranaki 22 - 25 April

2012
international rally Vero rally 2012 wanganui 16 - 27 Jan

Waimate Vintage Car Club

SWap Meet
Saturday 4 September 2010

Venue: Branch Club Rooms, 4 Harris St, Waimate 
8am – 1:30pm

entry $2 – Sites free – Food & drink available
For site info contact

Mark thomas 03 689 6232
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Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes
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•  

e. parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St asaph St, christchurch, NZ. phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, reV CoUnters, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit AnY instrUMent to AnY  

trAnsMission etC. fULL serViCinG & repAirs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded Wheels
trade directory

Connecting enthusiasts and 
professionals around  

New Zealand.
Contact us today to list your 

business here.

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92  

New Zealand 6 Issues $73.50 or 12 issues $144  
Overseas 6 Issues $85.50 or 12 issues $168  

First published in 1973.  
All back issues are available.  

All vehicles featured are 
restored or in original 

condition. Events, How To’s 
and Australian motoring 

history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS 
Magazine Australia
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ashburton  Peter Knight
Sunday 21 February saw a good turnout 

for Percy’s mystery run. Navigators’ skills 
were tested as no road names were used, 
just diagrams of corners, road signs and a 
duck pond. After a little confusion at one 
or two corners everyone arrived at Hinds. 
It was then on to the Taylor’s farm to view 
the Alpacas. 

The popular Mid-Island Rally run by 
the South Canterbury Branch attracted 
10 entries from Ashburton. It was very 
enjoyable, taking in the rolling countryside 
out to Raincliffs then down to the plains 
near the coast. With the trip to Timaru and 
back it made for a long but pleasant day’s 
motoring. Ashburton members who won 
trophies included Ruth and Chris Shepard, 
Joe and Judy Barker, Les and Marie Bennett 
and Loraine and Owen Wilson. 

Jim’s Jaunt on Sunday 21 March was a 
relaxed run to Rakaia via the Pendarves, 
Kyle area then onto the Rakaia Domain. 
The run saw the appearance of Allen and 
Winona Galletly’s Austin A40 Somerset 
for the first time. Gilmour and Hilda Blee 
celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary 
on this day. 

The South Island Easter Rally in 
Christchurch saw nine cars from Ashburton 
attending a thoroughly pleasant and 
enjoyable weekend’s motoring. Ashburton 
members awarded prizes were Rob and 
Diane Ross, Joe and Judy Barker and 
Ron and Marilyn Galletly. Thanks to the 
Christchurch Branch for a well-organised 
weekend. 

Sunday 11 April saw David and Marion 
Oakley’s PV, PWV Rally head for the 

Ellesmere District. First viewing a collection 
of trucks and Vintage machinery then on 
to Kirwee and a model train collection. At 
Dunsandel we took in a small animal farm 
and from there it was back to McLaughlin’s 
at Leeston for a look at a classic cars and 
truck collection. With the run back to 
Ashburton a total of 104 miles was driven 
on a very enjoyable and pleasant day. 

auckland  Tracey winterbottom
Sixteen Veteran vehicles entered our 

annual Veteran rally and were treated to 
excellent motoring around Karaka, finishing 
where they started at a member’s property. 
It was great to have out of town support 
from Waitemata, North Shore, Waikato, 
Wellsford and Marlborough. The rally was 
won by the branch Charabanc.

March also saw our Vintage Muster held 
with 16 cars and two motorcycles in attend-
ance. Only four points separated the first 
three placegetters.

Four Auckland vehicles travelled south 
for Waikato’s Vintage Venture and brought 
home the silverware. Auckland support was 
also good for Tauranga’s Anniversary Rally, 
and Easter in Rotorua.

Auckland membership stands at 664, up 
on 2009.

Two newly completed commercials are 
on the road, Kevin Whitham has finished 
his 1925 Morris truck and John Campbell 
has his 1961 Might Mite on the road after a 
solid 12 month effort.

Leo Fowler is working on his 1920 Indian 
PowerPlus. Welcome to new member Roger 
Mune with two Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cles. The motorcycle section continues to 

attract good crowds to their meetings and 
have been treated to presentations from 
a Classic Racing Register enthusiast and 
a motorcyclist who organises “adventure 
tours” in South America.

Midweekers have investigated the 
intricacies of soda blasting and picnicked 
in both the South and West Auckland 
countryside.

banks peninsula  Paul Tayler
Sunday 21 March: Lees Valley Run. 

A small but classy field gathered at 
Rangiora on a mild overcast morning. 
Warner Mauger (Sunbeam), Peter Croft 
(Alvis), Peter Withell (Model A), Craig 
Keenan (Sunbeam), Bernard Biddlecombe 
(Modern), Barry Elcock (Ford). It was 
this scribes first involvement in a Vintage 
run, with lead vehicle 4WD to offer assist-
ance. After what I thought was a good 
gap I stopped and contemplated the rough 
road we had travelled and glad to have 
the comfort and sure footedness of the 
Nissan. To my surprise and sheer joy the 
first Sunbeam rounded a bend on the road 
above and the magic of Vintage motoring 
was revealed.

Sunday 28 March Ngapara – Coal Pit 
Hillclimb. Seven of our members competed 
and Kerrin McNeill in his Oscala was third 
fastest at 1.04.74. Trevor Timms had fuel 
blockages – it does not pay to leave an old 
tank empty for 12 months between events. 
Fifteen Vintage entries, four timed runs a 
perfect day and excellent venue. Thanks 
North Otago Branch.

Easter Sunday 4 April. South Island 
Easter Rally. Thanks to our members who 

idle

name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______
Renewal sent to: (if different from above):

name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______

a great gift idea

subscribe today & save
why not treat someone special to a gift that lasts all year? by becoming a subscriber to Beaded Wheels you 
can save 10% on the newstand price and guarantee that you don’t miss a single issue at the same time. 

 subscription form

Please send a subscription for

 6 issues - new Zealand $33 (inc p&p)

 6 issues - Australia nZ$65

 6 issues - elsewhere nZ$86 

Payment by   Cheque 

  Credit Card  expiry date: __ /__ /
 Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card number    

name on Card:_________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: __________________________________________________

Beaded Wheels

Post to: freePoST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P o box 13140, Christchurch 8141
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volunteered to marshall at the field trials 
in driving rain. 120 cars indicated their 
intention to compete and three tests were 
devised. Posting letters in some cases 
would have been better on bikes. Following 
instructions and driving skills also deserted 
a few. It was good to see the two local 
branches co-operating on this National 
event.

Saturday 17 April. Powerbuilt Ruapuna 
Raceway. A smaller than usual field of 
seven cars competed as a class of the Classic 
Motor Racing Club’s event. Practice saw 
Graeme Power return home in the SP 250 
to find an oil leak. Craig Pidgeon had been 
hired at considerable cost to drive Frank 
Renwick’s Lotus. By the last race Craig had 
the car sorted! Two of the most reliable car 
drivers in Vintage racing, Ramon Farmer in 
the Ransley Riley and Doug Macdonald in 
the Alfa Romeo Sports had a great day in 
the perfect weather. 

bay of plenty   John Payne
Whilst unkind to our farming neigh-

bours, this Autumn’s “Indian Summer” 
has provided a wonderful time for Vintage 
motoring. On Sunday 28 February (the day 
of the Tsunami warning) an intrepid band 
ventured to a delightful picnic area at the 
coastal Maketu beach. Fortunately, nature’s 
forces did not disturb the swimmers. A 
barbeque on the beach in the sunset 
concluded the day.

The popular Last of the Summer Days 
run was this year led by Joe and Jill Scott. 
Spanning four days, eight cars travelled 
an interesting route North from Tauranga. 
Many experienced the Waiwera tunnel for 
the first time. Picturesque Warkworth was 
the first overnight stop. The interests of 
Matakana, Leigh and Mangawhai filled the 
next day. The many sights of Whangarei 
were followed next day by a visit to the 

renowned Matakohe Kauri Museum. 
Heading south, the group travelled via 
Hellensville/Parakai to the last rest, then 
home.

On 28 March speed enthusiasts gathered 
near Waihi for the Trenchmate Hillclimb. 
Rod McCallum and Wattie Watson 
efficiently organised all aspects, assisted 
by a team of volunteers and marshals. 
The Post-War class attracted the greatest 
number of entries. Besides an array of well-
tuned cars, an unexpected addition was a 
duel between two little Honda postie-bikes. 
Overall, a fun-filled event.

On Anzac afternoon 25 cars met 
for a picnic lunch at Wairoa river, then 
travelled over pleasant rural roads in the 
Whakamarama district. The conclusion 
was at Pahoia reserve on the Tauranga 
Harbour. Families enjoyed the picnic area 
and tranquil sandy beach.

Maurice and Valerie Nottle have 
celebrated 50 years’ ownership of their 1923 
Moon 6-40 tourer. (it’s blue, of course!) It 
was purchased on the day their daughter 
was born, so the first trip was to the 
maternity annex, horn blaring, to show it 
off to Valerie. Well done.

canterbury   Tony becker
P Group Rally-goers swallowed their 

starters’ cuppa and rolled out of the gate 
at Cutler Park toward Glentunnel. Phil 
Jeeves’ carefully routed autumn colours 
plan paused at the popular Oxford Farmers 
Market on the way. Because the P Rally 
nowadays combines vehicles Post Vintage, 
Post War and Post ’60 this made quite 
a sight in that old country town’s High 
Street. Our rich variety of vehicles built 
1932 to 1980 enhanced the town’s retro 
image at the market for a time. Picnic 
baskets and folding chairs emerged from 
boots on arrival at Glentunnel Domain 

on the picture perfect day, where field tests 
were later run. A first-class subsidised table-
served dinner by the Altrusa Club and prize 
giving followed at Cutler Park. 

Canterbury Branch hosted the National 
South Island Easter Rally this year. It 
looked a bit short of local support with 
just weeks to go, possibly influenced by 
other events. Entries however grew rapidly 
in excess of 170 after some encouragement 
and a successful weekend resulted. 

The Branch’s 12th Rear Wheel Brake 
Rally gained real traction with its 40-vehicle 
entry list tracing three route types through 
some pretty Canterbury countryside. After 
a look around the Air Force Museum the 
rally headed to the historic three-storied 
Henry Rhodes “Meadowbank Estate” 
homestead. Established in 1891 this was 
a most appropriate venue. Wonderfully 
preserved, this was a centre for hunt events, 
harvest dances and church fetes in the days 
of wool and grain rich Canterbury. 

Noel Etwell arranged a great Train Day 
for the mid-week 9-90s group. Following a 
look through Ferrymead’s impressive model 
train shed, members motored scenically 
to Halswell Domain where a kilometre 
of tracks railed members on three replica 
miniature trains, including Noel’s own 
impressive unit. Finally, the Rural Run met 
the first wet day in ages for its Banks 
Peninsula run. Though the rain was of 
little value, it dampened their day but not 
their enjoyment. Some steep twisting metal 
road challenges were negotiated in true 
rural style.

Eastern bay of plenty  Joy growden
Our annual East Coast Rally was held on 

Saturday 6 February starting at Watchorn 
Museum. We had 45 cars with several new 
members taking part in their first competi-
tive rally and they mastered the straight-line 

Canterbury: Ashley and Gwen Bell (1912 Renault 
AX) Overall Winners of the PPG Trophy with 
John Chynoweth (Club Captain Southern Region) 
at the high successful South Island Easter Rally

Right: Don Broome (Canterbury Branch) 1936 
Triumph enjoying the South Island Easter Rally.
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navigation through Kawerau followed by 
a scenic drive around Lake Rotoma over 
several miles of metal, and of course some 
questions and silent checks to find. No one 
went off course and they all arrived at the 
Matata school. Lunch was followed by a 
short gymkhana and a leisurely drive over 
the Plains back to the Museum. The overall 
winners were Joe and Lorraine Bruntlett 
from Waikato and the first local was a tie 
between Joan and Stu Power and Alison 
and Walter McFarland.

The Matata community organised a Kiwi 
Festival on Saturday 6 March with a Steam 
train bringing 250 people from Tauranga 
for a two hour visit to witness a Classic 
fly-by of a Spitfire and Mash Helicopter 
rides. Vintage, Classic and hot rod cars and 
many motorcycles were on display. It was 
a glorious day to wander around the many 
stalls and view the wonderful vehicles.

Our branch also took part in a Gadsby 
Progressive Dinner at the Ohope Golf 
Club by providing five pre-1931 cars to give 
people rides around part of the golf course.

Four cars took part in the Taupo Rally 
and two cars attended the Easter Rally in 
Rotorua.

Far North   dave duirs
Summer up north has been great for 

holidays and rallying of old cars but greener 
pastures would make for happier livestock 
as we enjoy our country roads.

A recent highlight was hosting 20 plus 
old Bentley cars and crews to dinner at 
Matthews Museum. 

Our Annual Camp Out with the 
Dargaville group was centred on the water-
front at historic Pahi on the Kaipara harbour 
near Paparoa. The weekend Camp Billy 
Trophy was decided by fishing for sprats off 
the wharf with very poor results. The Far 
North were declared the better fishermen 
after considerable remeasuring and banter! 
A look into the Hookers’ shed revealed an 
amazing collection from 1930s American 
cars to Jaguars, Rovers and motorcycles. 
This was followed by a visit to the Cant’s 
boatshed full of early Kaipara speed boating 
history and their Morris K woody van an 
ambitious old truck restoration project. 

Our recent Brian Parker Memorial 
Rally, very well organised by the Harrises, 
attracted 33 vehicles. Many travelled from 
the Bay of Plenty and were taken over 
a challenging route through Opukurau 
station high up behind Kaeo, finishing at 
the Taipa clubrooms. Visitors, the Keenes 
with the Bakers on board were victors with 
locals the Bairds and MacKays runners up.

John Stevenson has secured a rare 1960 
Vauxhall Victor FE to restore and the Topps 
continue with their Swift rebuild. The Duirs 

celebrated 50 years of the Peugeot 404 with 
21 others in Akaroa and then continued 
on a 404 Southern Limits Tour over peaks 
and gorges of the south They covered 4,530 
miles of sometimes challenging routes 
on a tight schedule which brought back 
memories of the model’s successes in the 
East African safaris.

gore branch  Jim Mcfadzien
The Gore VCC iconic Sgt Dan symbol 

for the 2011 South Island Easter Rally, 
would have from his lofty position, seen a 
lot of cars around Gore in March.

Our first run of the month was the 
annual Frank Robson which ended at 
Waikaka, and the trophy for the event was 
won by Paul Herron in his Model T. 

Run concurrently was the Clearwater 
Capers, for vehicles post 1940, the Mustang 
of Bruce and Pauline Price winning this 
section.

26 March Gore’s Main Street was closed 
off for the cars from the Americana, filling 
two and a half blocks, three wide on both 
sides of the street – acres of chrome – some 
big cars and some big thirsty engines – 
great!

Two days later the Ladies Run was held 
to Waimumu, Springhills, Wallacetown and 
Otatai Bush near Riverton. After lunch an 
informative DVD was shown on the history 
of the Flax Mill Museum. The machinery 
was started and the processing of native 
flax to rope was demonstrated. The winner 
Mary Tremaine will run next year’s event. 

March 30, another of Gordon Diack’s 
Tuesday Rambles to a farm called Marairua 
at Tuturau. We were shown through the 
two storied homestead that is under restora-
tion, and told the history of the farm. It was 
built in the 1880s from bricks made on the 
property. The original owner from Scotland 
was an architect, and his quality of design 
was very apparent. A mile further north we 
called at Greer’s organic dairy farm and saw 
them making cheese, yoghurt and other 
dairy products.  

Hawke’s bay   esther Smith
With the Art Deco and National 

Veteran rallies now passed, we have now 
had chance for members to get back into 
enjoying local branch runs. March saw the 
“Grape Run” organised by Barry Browne 
who with years of experience in the wine 
industry was able to organise a visit for us 
to the Montana Vineyard at Matapiro. A 
great spot looking out over the Ngaruroro 
River. We had the intricacies of running 
the vineyard explained, including the fact 
that if there is a frost warning they first 
spray the vines with water from a large 
on site holding dam, hopefully preventing 
the need to call in helicopters. At our 
lunch spot we were entertained watching 
speedboat sprint races taking place in the 
river below 

March also saw the Branch’s first 
Vintage Only Rally organised by a team 
led by Bruce Poole, it was a successful and 
enjoyable run starting from the Farmers 
Market in Hastings and making its way to 
the clubrooms, where our Club Captain 
wearing his chef’s hat was on hand to 
insure all were fed and watered and that, 
was just the people.

The run for April was to Blowhard Bush 
which fortunately did not live up to it’s 
name on this occasion. In fact it was a 
beautiful clear day, great motoring weather. 
The test for the day was to find an oak 
tree planted ten years ago by one of the 
members. It was discovered not far from the 
lunch spot, still going strong

We look forward to May when the club 
run is The Lady Drivers Run which is 
always an enjoyable outing and a lot of fun. 
Then to June and the AGM where we will 
be electing a new Club Chairman as the 
present incumbent, Mark Jenkinson, has 
chosen not to stand again.

Horowhenua: Rays 50th badge

Stuart Barton and John Wilkins.

Manawatu: A 1928 Essex with Chairman Alistair 
Howard and wife Mary.
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Horowhenua  Peter nightingale
Ray Boswell was presented with his 50 

year service badge at his home in Levin. 
Ray requested that the Badge be posted 
to him as he and wife Barbara have some 
difficulty travelling these days. This was 
not on, so the committee and a few invited 
guests had the privilege of seeing the badge 
presented by National VCC President John 
Coomber, and a very commendable citation 
read.

This year’s swap meet was well up on 
other years with around 160 stalls. On top 
of this there were surplus technical and 
handbooks on sale at the club library. Parts 
from our parts department also sold very 
well. People attended from Northland to 
Canterbury.

Next day Sunday 28 May we hosted the 
Triangular Veteran Rally with six branches 
participating for a good relaxed motoring 
day. Martin and Joan Ferner were driving 
their 1912 Minerva which was of special 
interest as one of the stops was a photo 
session at the newly renovated cenotaph. 
In the list of names is a local soldier who 
has his own monument erected near Ypres 
in Belgium and also has connections with 
Poangahau. The Minerva is a car from 
Belgium and came from Porangahou to 
Martin Ferner. 

Mike Khull, Jeff Fox, Brendan Fox, Bruce 
Scott, Mark Morgan and myself are all busy 
with restorations.

Ray Boswell has just purchased a Triumph 
Toledo to keep up his interest.

A very active motoring member Eddie 
Dittmer has recently passed away. Our 
thoughts are with his family.

manawatu  Allan hardacre 
The Manawatu Branch held its AGM 

on 17 March. The new committee is a 
tuned and reconditioned version of old, 
with Alistair Howard becoming Chairman 
and Allan Hardacre stepping down. Alistair 
is a regular on branch runs in one of his 
two 1928 Essex coaches. We will miss our 
Treasurer, Ian Rowden who has moved to 
Hastings but welcome Keith Hughes (1939 
Chev Master) our new Treasurer. We are 

also pleased to welcome Norm Cook and 
his wife Raewyn (’28 Ford A) both back to 
the Manawatu and onto the committee.

Len Haycock’s New Years day picnic run 
was to Scotts Ferry near Bulls and the 
site of the historical ferry that crossed the 
Rangitikei River around the turn of the last 
century. This was followed by the Ruahine 
Ramble in late February.

Clubnights since Christmas have been 
low key but we were fortunate when the 
travelling Zapp family in their Graham 
Paige arrived in Palmerston North, by 
chance on our clubnight, and treated us to a 
great evening. 

The club is preparing for the 2010 AGM 
and we’ll look forward to hosting you all for 
the weekend of 6- 8 August this year.

Restorations are underway in a number 
of garages. Clive Bardell has a 1939 Pontiac 
and Graham Miller is progressing with his 
Model A ute. After finishing the Hillary 
tractor replica and exporting a pile of newly 
made Simplex castings to the US, John 
Callesen has a large and Cadillac looking 
V8 on the engine stand … Watch this 
space.

Coming event. The Post Run, catering 
to all Post Vintage Vehicles is coming up 
on 2 May. This run is usually a bit of a leg 
stretcher for these more motorable cars. 
A run of over 145 miles through some 
interesting country east of Ekatahuna is 
planned, we’ll see you there. 

marlborough  John white
There has been a bit more action by our 

branch since my last notes. Our Heritage 
day turnout included 62 cars and 20 motor-
cycles carefully displayed in date order which 

seemed to go down well with a good public 
attendance. This display included a newly 
completed replica 1915 GN Vitesse which 
the owner drove to the display. Sadly I have 
just learnt that this car has returned to the 
UK. I believe it was the only one of it’s type 
in NZ? Eleven Marlborough cars attended 
the Scenicland rally in Greymouth and 
a few members continued up the coast to 
Karamea to do some sightseeing for a couple 
of days before returning home. Of course 
we encountered a couple of days rain but 
the Scenicland rally would be a disappoint-
ment without it. Ten members attended the 
Canterbury Easter Rally. 

Our motorcycle section have been quite 
active with a weekend visit to Motueka. A 
number of our members ventured out on 
the sounds aboard a steam-powered launch 
and had a very enjoyable day. Our clubroom 
modifications are progressing well and 
we have of late enjoyed the company of a 
number of kindred motoring clubs on tour 
in the South Island. I remind readers of our 
extensive collection of spare parts available 
for inspection should you be in our area. 
Lists of some items can be found in our 
newsletter distributed to all branches and 
we have had a large influx of fresh items 
recently.

Nelson   June Campbell
The annual Classic Car Club Charity 

Run was held on Sunday 14 March. There 
was a great representation of vehicles and 
the proceeds of the run were donated to the 
Nelson Hospice Trust.

Several local vehicles travelled down 
to the West Coast to take part in the 
Scenicland Rally. Eighty vehicles gathered 
at the old Grey Main School grounds on 
the Saturday morning and motored through 
scenic back roads to Dillmanstown for 
morning tea and then on to Lake Kaniere 
for lunch and field trials. The route back to 
Greymouth took us around the Lake and 
Kokatahi farming country. Nelson members 
Tim and Debbie McDowell won a prize for 
Nelson – their beautiful 1925 Willys-Knight 
shared the oldest vehicle category at the 
Rally.

Northland Left: Indoor display Forum North.            Right: Outdoor display Library forecourt.

Marlborough: A recent trip in Marlborough Sounds by Marlborough members on board Steam Launch 
Duke of Marlborough. Photos Sid Mosdell
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The March Club run to Motueka to 
meet up with the NZ Air Safari resulted in 
mainly a four-wheeled safari as the airplanes 
and pilots were fogged in at Masterton. But 
as usual, the most was made of an unfore-
seeable situation.

The John White Restoration of the Year 
was awarded to David Topliss’ 1935 Rudge 
Ulster while John King’s 1915 Douglas won 
the People’s Choice. 

Several Club members travelled to 
Christchurch to take part in the Easter 
Rally. They had a great weekend, particu-
larly enjoying the motoring on Canterbury 
country roads. 

Our first 50 year badge recipient, Joly 
Brice, passed away recently. Joly had not 
been active for some time owing to ill 
health but maintained a keen interest in 
Club activities. He was presented with his 
badge at the Branch AGM in June 2008.

Northland   Terry lambess
What a start we have had this year! First 

a visit from the North Shore Vintage Car 
Club as part of their Northern Raid. 

Next was the Ford Model T Club with 
cars from all over New Zealand. Sixty-five 
vehicles was an amazing sight. We also 
had the pleasure of a visit by Herman Zapp 
and his wife and family who were touring 
the country in their 1928 Graham-Paige. 
We now have a copy of their book Spark 
the Dream and Herman has a rim-spreader 
courtesy of our spares department. Finally 
our last visitors were the Wellington 
Branch who were touring Northland. They 
were most impressed. One member claimed 
“I put the hood down when we cleared 
Wellington and I haven’t had to put it up 
yet”. 

Finally on 24/25 March our branch had 
10 cars on display on the Forum-North 
Library forecourt plus our 1929 Austin 7 
on display indoors. This was the centre of 
attention and we think there cannot be 
many older folk who have not owned one! 
This was all part of the Seniors-Expo held 
each year highlighting what is available for 
senior citizens. 

Keith Thomas’ number two Herald is 
coming together fast, we even towed it 
down to the Expo as a progress display, 
a total strip-down to towable in three 
months.

North otago  Judith and John Miller
Being in the centre of the South 

Island, our members have no shortage 
of events to participate in. The South 
Island Club Captain’s tour, organised by 
John Chynoweth, was an excellent event, 
starting in Hanmer, and finishing in Gore. 

The North Otago contingent enjoyed 
themselves, helping foster international 
relations, North Islanders! The visitors 
reactions to our great scenery of beaches, 
narrow hill roads and gorges were noted by 
the mainlanders. A lot of nice cars too — a 
nicely restored 1928 Hudson Limo type 
sedan, and a 1955 Buick Roadmaster, come 
to mind.

The branch has held a successful hill 
climb at Ngapara on the Coal Pit Hill. 
Club member and old campaigner, Murray 
Frew, was vital for his knowledge and skill 
in running this event, and his car went 
well too.

Ian Stewart, originally from the UK was 
our most recent guest speaker. He told us 
of the differences between motoring in the 
UK and New Zealand. This was enjoyed by 
all. We have had a number of talks at our 
club nights by our own members past and 

North Shore: Malcolm and Terry Dean’s 1936 Packard

Rotorua: North Island Easter Rally.
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present. All that experience and memories 
on hand, make for good evenings.

North shore  ray urbahn
Recent months have seen our members 

taking advantage of the outstanding 
weather and participating in numerous 
events including the Galaxy of Cars at 
MOTAT, the Art Deco rally in Napier and 
the International Packard rally in the South 
Island. Of the six Packards entered from this 
Branch, both the Van Zon 1929 Victoria 
Convertible and the Dean 1936 Convertible 
vehicles were awarded cups for their excel-
lence. After a leisurely country run, the 
annual Posh Picnic was held in the spacious 
grounds of the historic Mataia Homestead 
on the Kaipara Coast near Glorit. It was 
pleasing to note that those indefatigable 
rally plotters Paul and Kathy Collins had a 
major win in the North Island Easter Rally 
in Rotorua. Our calendar event for April 
was the Northern Raid rally (organised 
once again by the above mentioned couple) 

which attracted 39 entrants from various 
branches which included enthusiasts from 
the Waikato, led by North Island Club 
Captain John Foot. The route followed 
mostly sealed roads in the west Auckland/
West Rodney areas and finished at the 
North Shore clubrooms with prize giving 
and a dinner. Overall winners were: Kevin 
Lord and Marlene McGinty from the North 
Shore in their 1958 Zephyr Ute, and second 
were Auckland Branch entrants Alan 
and Sharron Price, 1967 Vauxhall Victor. 
Noteable amongst the vehicles was the 
recently restored Veteran, a 1916 Briscoe 
Tourer belonging to Len Woodgate.

otago   Arthur bennett
Branch members have been out and 

about collecting trophies and partici-
pating in various other branch rallies. The 
inimitable Colin and Joan Pearce in their 
1912 Sunbeam Roadster are well known 
for attending rallies throughout the South 
Island, and rallying competitively. They 
occasionally use their Ford Falcon when 

they are far from home. Seven members 
attended the South Island Easter Rally with 
Mervyn and Lin Thompson in their 1963 
Hillman Series V gaining third place in 
the P60 Section. Bill and Sue Partel in 
their 1938 Chevrolet Deluxe sedan were 
placed third in the Post Vintage Section. 
On behalf of the branch the following won 
the Penzoil Trophy: Colin and Joan Pearce 
1912 Sunbeam Roadster; Ray and Marion 
Craig 1925 Chrysler 4 cylinder roadster; 
Bill and Sue Partel 1938 Chevrolet DeLuxe 
sedan; and Barrie and Estelle Longstaffe 
1956 Vauxhall Velox. Others attending 
were Bernie and Elaine Horn 1925 Jowett 
sedan and Glen McConnachie in his 1926 
Model T sedan. On the South Island Club 
Captain’s Run, Ray and Marion Craig did 
the full journey in their 1937 VA MG, the 
Walmsley’s did part of the run in their 1952 
Daimler drophead coupe, as did the Pearce’s 
in their Ford Falcon and Ken and Patricia 
White in their 1966 Daimler. Our Swap 
Meet held at the clubrooms didn’t go as well 
as hoped, maybe because it was held on the 
same day as The State Side Cruisers USA 
Day. We are having several displays in the 
Auto Spectacular to be held early in July. 
Our history collator now has the Branch 
history up to date on the computer.

rotorua   redcat
As hosts and organisers of the National 

North Island Easter Rally we were pleased 
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Rotorua: North Island Easter Rally.

South Canterbury: Left: Haast tour meeting point at Lake Lyndon, Nth Canterbury for north and south entrants. Middle: Veteran and Vintage vehicles lined up 
with their owners in period dress for the re-enactment of the first Car Rally held in Sth Canterbury 100yrs ago. Organised by Joan Paul and Colin Lyon. Right: 
Barry Barnes 1925 Studebaker, Tony McGillens Morris 8 ,Alistair and Nola.

Rotorua: North Island Easter Rally, lunch stop..
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with the overall outcome of the event. 
Ninety odd vehicles and crews, including 
two motorcycles, tackled the various routes. 
For the whole Easter weekend, Rotorua 
provided excellent weather for both rallying 
and general sightseeing. We had a good 
turnout from the public for the Sunday 
car display and gymkhana. Entertainment 
was provided by the Police with their dog 
display and also demonstrations by the 
junior Karate Club. All in all we hope 
everyone arrived home safely and enjoyed 
themselves. 

Following the Easter Rally, the 
Mid-Weekers set off on a four day tour down 
to Waikaremoana and up to Gisborne, 
returning home via the Waioeka Gorge. 
While in Gisborne they were welcomed to 
the local VCC and met with some of the 
locals and their cars.

Our guest speaker for our March club 
night was one of our own members, Dr 
David Taylor, retired Pathologist. (Someone 
you didn’t want to meet in a professional 
manner!). His subject was advanced tooth 
decay causing death. I was so impressed 
with the presentation, particularly the 
graphic photos, that the next day I made 
an appointment to see my dentist.

The March run was the Chairman’s Run. 
This brought out 21 cars and crews. When 
our Chairman, Mel, said there were no 
tricks he wasn’t expecting a large number 
to forget about the ‘Straight Ahead Rule!’ 
We shall never forget!

As our scheduled guest speaker for the 
April meeting cancelled, Roy Bowditch 
stood in with his wartime experiences in 
the Pacific, crewing on mainly Catalina 
flying boats. We were taken back to a time 
when there were none of the modern day 
navigational aids. 

Our next major event is the Central 
North Island Swap meet. Details should be 
found elsewhere in this publication.

south canterbury  bill weir
The Haast Tour 22 Feb 2010 re-enact-

ment attracted 58 starters, 20 of whom 
came from our Branch, while 23 starters 
came from Canterbury. Lake Lyndon was 
the meeting point for entrants from south 
and north.

Of the 74 starters in 1990, 40 or over 
half, were Vintage as opposed to 15 Vintage 
this time. Twenty were post 60 this time but 
there was no such animal in 1990. Entries 
came from as far afield as Invercargill and 
Takaka. A lovely drive to Greymouth 
completed the first day. Shantytown was 
a great spot to visit with everyone enjoying 
all the attractions. Lunch was at Ross and 
then on to Fox Glacier for an overnight 

stop. Then onto Haast Pass, with stops 
at Thunder Falls and the Gates of Haast 
Bridge and the divide. Makarora was lunch 
stop and it was very noticeable how both 
the wind and the temperature had risen 
after crossing the Pass. Cromwell was 
reached in good time after stopping at the 
usual scenic spots. Next day it was back 
home. Great trip. 

2010 Mystery Run 28 February. Joan 
Paul and Colin Lyon organised an excellent 
run this year based on one of the first car 
rallies run in South Canterbury 100 years 
ago. Fifty vehicles departed from Timaru 
stopping to admire the Phar Lap statue at 
the raceway then on to the Winchester 
Hotel for photos to re-enact 100 years ago. 

south otago   glenice Smith
Ian and Elenore Clark organised the 

Weekender. We stayed at Te Anau on 
Saturday and continued to Milford Sound. 
Lovely scenery, the Mirror Lakes, Gunns 
Camp, and the Homer Tunnel. Good 
weather made it a good day. On Sunday 
it rained but it didn’t matter as we were 
heading home. 

Congratulations to Robin McCall on 
winning the Wallaby Rally at Waimate. 
Robin is a regular attendee at this Rally 
in his 1936 Plymouth. Congratulations to 
Noeline and Stuart for winning the time 
trial and being awarded overall winners at 
the Gore Festival Rally. Several members 
attended. The Annual Motorcycle Rally 
was held, it was in wet and windy condi-
tions but still enjoyed by participants. 
Gordon and Beryl Duthie and Stuart and 
Noeline Milne greatly enjoyed a Wolseley 
Car Club National Rally, from Christchurch 
to Invercargill. At Easter Bill and Gaynor 
Falconer, Ian and Eleanore Clark, Joe and 
Glenice Smith had attended the Rover 
Rally at Dunedin. Glenice was second Lady 
Driver. We travelled with Rover people  
hailing from Auckland to Invercargill we 

enjoying great company, great food and 
great weather. 

The branch displays of rally badges are 
still missing some examples. Clutha Rally-
1973. Motorcycle rally 1976, 1978, 1980, 
1981, 1983, 1989. If you are willing to 
donate any of these missing item’s, please 
contact Paul McNabb.

taranaki   Colin Johnston
A working bee was held at our clubrooms 

in March with members water blasting the 
building, gardens tidied and edges trimmed 
and quite a bit of scrap metal removed from 
the parts shed.

Thirty two entrants entered the 37th 
Waitara Mini Vin Tour held in Waitara. 
There was a great cross section of cars from 
Veterans to post 60 vehicles.

The countdown is now on with the 40th 
rally being celebrated in three years time. 
The winner this year was Sheryl and Noel 
Thompson in their 1949 Ford Bonus truck. 
They lost no points coming in exactly on 
time at both checkpoints and recorded all 
silent checks. Second place went to Robin 
and Silvia Voss from Stratford and third 
placing to Bill and Elinor Durling. The first 
motorcycle place went to Robert Gudopp.

New members have joined our branch 
and we welcome Sue and Dave Lucas from 
Egmont Village and Mervyn Adams with a 
Ford Model A, and Peter and Lyn Ingram 
with an Austin Healy Sprite.

Ces Budd from New Plymouth is making 
steady progress on his 1927 Fiat 503 tourer 
with the body work and the mechanicals 
getting the main attention. Also Willie 
Wood in New Plymouth has fully restored 
a 1947 250cc Panther motorcycle. This is 
a very rare Panther with 3 speed gearbox 
and upright motor, with parts sourced from 
England.

Taranaki Branch Left: Winners of the Waitara Mini-Vin Tour 2010 Noel and Sheryl Thompson and 1949 
Ford Bonus Truck. Right: Eric Hodges 1926 Ford Model T, Noel Thompsons 1949 Ford Bonus Truck and 
Steven Olivers 1912 Ford Model T at Broadway Waitara the finish of the Waitara Mini Vin Tour.

Rotorua: North Island Easter Rally, lunch stop..
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taupo  norman Pointon 
At our March club night we had a presen-

tation by Ron Boyle, the Taupo District 
Council project engineer for the Eastern 
Taupo Arterial by pass that will take traffic 
away from the centre of the town to a route 
from Wairakei in the north to the Airport 
in the south.

An impressive amount of fill will have 
to be shifted and the many culverts and 
bridges built. The cost of the project is 
$120M, with $25 million coming from the 
local community. This was a very inter-
esting evening, with progress reported on, 
facts about the new Wairakei bridge, the 
flyover nearby and the problems that the 
new 53 tonne trucks are going to encounter 
when they attempt the roundabouts! 

This project will be completed in 
October, ahead of time and under budget, 
thanks to very careful planning by the main 
contractors Fulton Hogan. 

Navigation was the topic for the April 
club night. We were given instruction 
sheets, maps and pencils and told to find 
our way home! I don’t know if anyone got 
lost, but some did when they retraced the 
route used for our rally. We then had to 
contribute to creating a route to get to the 
Museum in town. A fun night with plenty 
of laughs and education – we all should do 
better at the next rally. 

Our April run saw 19 cars start from the 
clubrooms taking some 30 members of the 
Foundation for the Blind on a tour to the 

Aratiatia dam to watch the water flow over 
the spillway and fill the downstream pools.

It is with sadness that I report on the 
death of our first Life Member and founda-
tion Secretary Jack Hindess, an obituary for 
Jack appears on page 62 of this issue. 

A member who had recently trans-
ferred to Hawke’s Bay Branch, Annette 
Williamson has passed away at Havelock 
North after a courageous fight with cancer. 
The Branch has expressed its sympathy to 
her husband, Barry and the family. 

waikato  Jeremy brook
It’s been a lovely autumn here in the 

Waikato – fantastic weather for Vintage 
motoring, warm and dry. The motorcycle 
section held its Mooloo Meander in April 
with 70 bikes entered, the oldest being a 
1922 model and the majority being post war. 
This event centred upon Matamata with a 
visit to Hobbiton part of the day. March’s 
Vintage Venture plotted by Paul and Carol 
Fussey, attracted 23 vehicles including 
six visitors from other branches. It was a 
great day’s touring around Maungataturi 
Mountain with a stop at Kihikihi and the 
finish at the clubrooms.

The March club run was a shed raid 
being a joint effort of organisation by Bob 
Hayton, Owen and Lyn McGaughey and 
John and Joy Philips. Twenty cars joined in 
the busy day with several cars under resto-
ration being scrutinised and commented 
on, plus a display of stationary and steam 
engines and an art gallery. April’s club run 

was a garden tour of the Olive Grove Earth 
and Clay house and Gardens, courtesy of 
Paul Fussey.

On our March club night, branch 
member Roy Rowe showed us his Ford 
V8 speedway midget racing car – bit of a 
change from the usual old cars. Then in 
April branch members Dianne and Howard 
Porteous entertained us with a talk and 
video on their recent trip to the Boeing 
Factory in Seattle.

We welcome new members to the 
club, Michael Cooper with his 1928 Ford 
Model A, Daniel and Rosalie Milicich and 
their 1969 Cadillac Calais, Gregory Head 
with his 1955 Ariel and Greg and Patrice 
Stitchbury with their 1966 VW Beetle.

wairarapa   Kevin ball
As you’d expect, the summer months 

have been busy for the branch. An inter-
esting event was our first-ever Remembrance 
Day Rally, on 7 February. Founder member 
Glen Bull pointed out that with an ageing 
membership there was potential to have 
more memorial trophies than we have 
events. Glen and his wife Maureen presented 
a handsome wooden Remembrance Day 
Trophy.

First winners of the new trophy were 
Allan and Mary Buick, of Masterton. Mary 
is the widow of Austin enthusiast Peter 
Smith, one of those to already have a 
memorial trophy in their name.

March saw the big event of our Vintage 
car year, the Rex Porter Memorial Trophy. 
Thirty-six competitors from as far away as 
Christchurch took part in a lengthy run, much 
of it in an urban setting.. The cars cruised 
through two retirement villages in Masterton, 
where they were well received, before taking 
a break at a big Vintage machinery show 
in Carterton. Two cars “topped the ton”, 
a 1906 Cadillac driven by Laurie Cocker, 
of Palmerston North, and Greytown enthu-
siast Will Holmes in a 1907 De Dion. The 
youngest car on the run was Marton man 
Barry Thom’s 1974 Ford Capri.

Overall honours however went to Willis 
and Shirley St Clair, in a 1963 Riley 4/72. 
They also took the navigator’s trophy Post 
1960 class and post-1960 Concours.

The trophy was handed to them by 
North Island Club Captain John Foot, of 
Cambridge, who also spoke about devel-
opments at national level, including a 
new Post-1980 class, which raised some 
eyebrows.

waitemata   di humphreys
The summer months have provided 

Waitemataites with a varied number of 
motoring events to participate in or just sit 
on the sidelines and enjoy.
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Wairarapa Branch: Top Left: Allan and Mary Buick, winners of Wairarapa’s new Remembrance Day 
Rally Trophy. Top Right: Shirley and Willis St Clair receive the Rex Porter Memorial Trophy from 
North Island Club Captain John Foot, of Cambridge. Bottom Left: Admiring glances for the oldest car 
in the Rex Porter Rally, Laurie Cocker’s 1906 Cadillac. Bottom Right: Bernie and Nathalie Cheer, of 
Carterton, (1918 Ford Model T) won the Veteran trophy.
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Now the clocks are turned back, winter 
is on its way and we now come out to play.

Our first Branch event for 2010, 
Springhill Speed Day, held on Sunday 18 
April was well attended but with room for 
more.

It was great to have a good number 
of spectators with us enjoying the balmy 
autumn weather. 

Springhill is a private farm, north of 
Auckland with its own airfield and we have 
the use of the sealed runway every year. 

Paul Hicks and son Daniel from 
Warkworth joined us but were unable 
to compete as the Type 59 Bugatti has 
a slipping clutch and Paul still needs to 
obtain a Log Book.

Keith Humphreys was very happy to 
at least have his trusty Daimler SP250 
available for some fun…eight months down 
the track he still awaits his Lancia Lambda 
new crankshaft!

Once again I was lucky enough to 
enjoy Lawrence Poolman’s 1931 C Type 
MG. Jacqui Goldingham in her trusty 1924 
Sunbeam Roadster gave us the best laugh 
but sadly it was not caught on camera! She 
destroyed one of my family of cones, it was 
carried under the Sunbeam some distance, 
lost its head and has terrible gravel rash 
through to the bone! Ian Goldingham had 
fixed his last year’s slipping clutch and was 
able to put his 1927 Lea-Francis through its 
paces at last. Happy Harry in his Citroen 
was back again and Graham Brayshaw was 
there in his 1954 Buckler. Ivan Cranch 
in the 1955 Lotus Mk 6 was enjoying the 
day, possibly for his last time as the Lotus 
is up for sale. Brian Fenton in his Austin 
7 enjoyed the day as did Kevin Andrew in 
the mighty black 1932 MG J2.

Brendan Lamain in his Austin 7 won 
the Frank de Lautour Trophy for having 
enjoyed the day.

wanganui  fay Chamberlain
The Autumn Motorcycle Trial took place 

in Wanganui yesterday, with an “excellent 
in every way” comment being made by its 
organiser, Bill James. The enclosed photo 
includes the Grand Hotel owner/proprietor, 
Neville Gorrie (also a branch member), 
who gladly and proudly sent them on their 
way from his premises in the centre of 
town. Number five, Colin Tait, is in the 
foreground on his 1961 Norton Dominator, 
with number 14 Trevor Holmes from 
Palmerston North at the rear. Lunch was 
in Waverley, and the afternoon saw the 
entrants doing the Moutoa circuit, round 
the old town. Sunday saw a surprise visit to 
a private property having its own aeroplane 
hanger! The overall winner was Norman 
Hill of Stokes Valley on his 1954 BSA B33. 

And speaking of two-wheeler motorised 
vehicles, the annual Blue Smoke and Pedals 
was held on 14 February. Young Kieran 
Whitham showed how teenagers can be  
winners! Well done Kieran.

The February club night was held in the 
form of a picnic at the Bason Botanical 
Reserve. The branch 1927 Chevrolet truck 
was used for promotion of the Ride In A 
Truck Day for charity, (very successful). 
The branch was well represented at the 
bi-annual Motorshow run by the Rotary 
club. 

Vice-chairman, Ian Chamberlain, has 
been busy in his retirement restoring a 
1938 Chevrolet hearse for one of the local 
funeral directors (also a branch member). 
Project is nearing completion, and maybe 
there is a story in there for a future issue!

The branch Mid-Year Annual Rally, and 
AGM are due. If I’m still in a job, I’ll write 
some more then.

wellington branch  ruth findlay
February was a busy month for many 

of our branch members who attended the 
tours and rallies around the country which 
were held at this time of year. A good 
number took on the challenge of the Spotty 
Dog Run to Cape Reinga and back, approx-
imately 2,000 miles and 14 days of brilliant 
sunshine. As well as driving on roads some 

Waitemata: Top: Ivan Cranch in the Lotus Mk 6. Bottom: Jacqui Goldingham crosses the line at speed in 
the 1924 Sunbeam 14/40.

Wanganui: Photo supplied by Neville Gorrie.
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West Coast: Road engineering, national park splendour and a Cadillac – that’s the West Coast for you! 

have never travelled on before, they were 
able to meet up with other branch members 
of the VCC – namely the Far North, 
Northland, Rotorua and Bay of Plenty, who 
all hosted us while we were in their areas. 
On reaching Cape Reinga we learned there 
was a reforestation programme going on, 
so to help with this a coprosma and a hebe 
were purchased and planted in the name of 
the VCC Wellington Branch. This run was 
very ably organised in great detail by Tasi 
and Ray Betteridge.

The National Executive Meeting was 
held in Wellington on Saturday 13 March 
at the Wellington Airport Conference 
Centre, members being able to walk off 
their planes to the venue without the need 
of transport.

The annual gymkhana for 2010 was held 
on Sunday 28 February at Kim and Sue 
Rose’s farm in Paekakariki. The winner was 
Laurie Ashley in his 1965 Humber Sceptre.

The 2010 Club Captain’s Safari was 
held over the weekend of 20/21 March, 
and 22 club eligible cars competed. The 
run was through the Wairarapa and 
on to Manawatu, with a visit to Hood 
Aerodrome to look at the WWI planes 
being restored there. As well as participants 
in the safari, a number of people came over 
from Wellington just to see the planes. On 
Saturday night we all met at the Palmerston 
North RSA for a great dinner and enter-
tainment by Irish band, The Shenanigans. 
Overall winners of this year’s Safari were 
Tony and Kristin Arthur in their 1935 
Aston Martin.

wellsford/warkworth
  rita Jorgensen

Although there was light drizzle (not 
forecast) for the start of our annual swap 
meet it was well attended by both buyers 
and sellers. With plenty of space for a wide 
variety of goods for sale. There was also the 
best display of Vintage vehicles seen for 
many years. Our branch hopes to organise 
a Veteran event next year to coincide with 
our swapmeet day at the end of February.

The official opening of our new 
clubrooms was held on 20 March 2010. 
Member Paul Hicks gave an opening 
address outlining the history of the branch 
to an audience of more than 70 officials, 
members and visitors. Wellsford Branch 
started as a sub-branch of Northland 30 
years ago. Nine founder members attended 
the opening. Harry Heaven cut the ribbon 
on their behalf – it was stretched between 
Neil Cremer’s Model T Ford and Paul 
Hicks’ Napier, both immaculately restored. 
Doug Hamilton’s 1972 Fiat 500 was parked 

inside the building. Founder member Grant 
Stott cut the celebration cake. After a 
light luncheon a good number travelled to 
Graham Power’s nearby farm for our annual 
Gymnic, which provided a good afternoon’s 
entertainment. A barbecue tea finished off 
an historic day. The Gymnic was won by 
Kaye Coleman with daughter Britany as 
co-pilot.

Guest speaker at our March meeting 
was David Cooper from the Mahurangi 
Technical Institute in Warkworth who 
spoke on fish breeding and their life cycle 
and migratory history. Their research will 

have long term environmental benefits for 
the country.

west coast   hemi Te rakau
Members of the West Coast Branch 

made the trip over The Hill (Arthur’s 
Pass) to take part in the South Island 
Easter Rally hosted by Canterbury. The 
weather was great, the road was clear and 
the convoy was made up of Model As, a 
Cadillac, Austin 7, Hudson Wasp, Rover 
105 and a Chrysler. We arrived safely and 
settled into the Christchurch routine of 
pre-rally reception and information at the 
impressive Canterbury Clubhouse. The rally 
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itself started with an impressive line up of 
Vintage vehicles from many places for the 
pre-briefing. The route was well organised, 
taking us broadly speaking through the 
Ellesmere-Leeston-Southbridge areas. It was 
fascinating to have entrants from other 
classes of vehicles coming towards you, 
making you pause and reflect that you may 
have missed a turning. No, this was not the 
case. Good skills by the rally organisers had 
led cars on different courses in the same 
roading areas at the same time. The West 
Coast took out the Sun Alliance Trophy 
for the branch with the highest percentage 
of members attending other than the 

host branch. The rally and the journey 
to Christchurch was a good shake down 
cruise for Brent and Marie Woolhouse 
and family in their newly-acquired 1952 
Hudson Wasp. The car went very well for 
its first time back on the road, considering 
the mountain passes and road from the 
West Coast to Christchurch. The Hudson 
is another beautiful addition to the wide 
range of vehicles owned by West Coast 
members. Roger and Janette Reid took the 
prize for being the fastest vehicle through 
one of the driving tests held at Wigram on 
the second day of the rally in their Model 
A Pickup truck. 

Those who followed with interest the 
detailed article in the last Beaded Wheels 
about the 1931 Cadillac owned by John and 
Glynn Boyes and its electronic re-birth, 
will be pleased to know that the car ran 
flawlessly throughout the whole rally and 
had an economy which had to be seen to 
be believed when we all filled up at the 
pumps! See you on the road somewhere. 
Keep smiling; they are Vintage cars.

West Coast Top: Brent Woolhouse undertakes a routine check of the Hudson. Bottom: Members gather at the foot of the 
pass to Christchurch. 

West Coast: Road engineering, national park splendour and a Cadillac – that’s the West Coast for you! 
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ObitUARY
barry Stevens
Canterbury branch

Barry Stevens – “Fluff” 
to all who knew him; 
and there were many – 
finally lost his battle with 
ill health on Friday 26 

March 2010.
Fluff joined the 
Canterbury Branch of 
the VCC in the late ’60s, 

and quickly became involved in club events 
at all levels. He was one of the group that 
helped convert the gorse-ridden river bed 
at McLeans Island into what is now Cutler 
Park, and was involved in the transpor-
tation and construction of the branch’s 
first club rooms there – The Barn, along 
with many other building projects. He took 
over the maintenance and running of the 
branch truck for many years and was seen 
all over the country at rallies, and it was 
fitting that he left the funeral service on 
the back of it.
Fluff was convenor of the Motorcycle 
Section for many years and was generally 
perceived as “Mr Motorcycling”. This also 
meant that he was on the main committee 
for all those years and became Branch 
Chairman for three. He took charge of the 
VIC process when it was introduced, and 
only gave it up a week before his death. It 
was his way of knowing what was going on.
He was part of the organising committee 
for both the 1991 and 2005 National 
Motorcycle Rallies and as Chief Marshall 
for 1991 will always be remembered for the 
immortal words during the riders’ briefing 
“The backups are not here for bikers in 
boozers” (If you knew Fluff, you would 
understand the irony.)
Fluff had a lifelong passion for all things old 
and mechanical and did not restrict himself 
to only motorcycles – although they were 
always his first love. He was also interested 
in cars, stationary engines, steam, guns and 
swords, and could speak with knowledge on 
all of them – to the point that his friends 
gave him the honorary title of “Professor of 
Very Little”. To him the VCC was his life 
and its members were his family.
To his children Jenny, Chris and Tim and to 
his extended family we extend our sincerest 
sympathies. You have lost a caring father. 
The VCC has lost a character and true 
stalwart, and those that considered him a 
friend have lost a good mate. Rest in peace 
Fluff, you will be sorely missed.

Philip Jeeves

John henry (Jack)  
hindess 
1937 - 2010 
taupo branch

Jack was born in England and 
arrived in New Zealand as a 
thirteen year old in 1951 in time 
to start in the third form at 
Christchurch Boys High School. 
He enjoyed his schooling, the 
open spaces of the Canterbury 
region and became involved in tramping 
and mountaineering expeditions. 
This love of the outdoors led Jack to take 
up surveying and he spent his early years 
studying with a small firm in Christchurch. 
Jack completed his training and became a 
registered surveyor; in the early 1950s he 
moved to the North Island to commence 
work for the Waikato Valley Authority. 
He married Aileen in 1962 and in the 
1960s he shifted from Reporoa to Taupo to 
work with John Wheeler at the start of the 
expansion boom that Taupo was to experi-
ence. 
Jack went on to work with Laurie Cheal 
and eventually become the principal of 
that firm; he was still a consultant to the 
firm at the time of his death. In between 
these years he had built up a record of 
achievement that would be the envy of 
most people. His knowledge of the Taupo 
and wider area was respected by surveyors 
and engineers alike. There are many people 
who will miss Jack’s quick incisive assess-
ment of a surveying problem or the history 
of a particular job. 
Jack’s first experience with Vintage cars 
dates back to the mid 1950s in Canterbury 
when he was a spectator at a VCCNZ Rally 
at Deans Bush. His first car was a 1928 six 
cylinder Durant sedan and many are the 
stories of its hectic life in the hands of a 
young adult in his formative years. In 1965 
Jack bought his first Austin 7, a Chummy, 
and joined the VCCNZ. 

When the late Phil Andrews came to town 
and mooted the idea to start a branch in 
Taupo, Jack was one of the first to put his 

hand up. In September 1967, along 
with Graham Mock they formed the 
Taupo Branch of the Vintage Car 
Club with Jack as Secretary. He in 
turn took the offices of Chairman, 
two or three times, Club Captain 
a few times and for many years was 
the scribe to Beaded Wheels.
He was instrumental in obtaining 

the VCC clubroom site at Hickling Park 
and getting the first clubrooms and for 
this he was elected our first Life Member 
in 1985.
Over the years Jack owned a 1928 Chevrolet 
sedan then a Fiat Topolino, followed by 
a Ford Capri Turbo Convertible, which 
he bought for Aileen, then a Riley. But 
the 1934 Austin 7 Special that he rallied 
for many years, and just last month in 
the Taupo Round the Lake Rally was his 
pride and joy. Jack and Aileen enjoyed 
many National Rallies including taking the 
Molesworth Route on the 1996 Anniversary 
Rally in the Austin 7. 
Jack was the Austin Register delegate to the 
New Zealand Federation of Motoring Clubs 
for the past twelve years. He served as 
President for five of those years, a position 
he filled with distinction. 
One facet of Jack’s personality was his great 
sense of humour and dry wit. A highlight 
was him playing one of the ugly sisters, 
complete with moustache, in a spoof of 
Cinderella. Another was that of a wise man 
at a Christmas charade. 
The Vintage Car Movement, Centre 
Stage and the wider community of Taupo 
have lost an enthusiastic and knowledge-
able member. Jacks quiet, gentlemanly yet 
firm demeanour endeared him to everyone 
and his expertise in many fields within 
the Taupo community and beyond will be 
greatly missed. 
 Norman Pointon
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32 years experience • qualified tradesman •  
cars • trucks • tractors • motorbikes • full or part restorations undertaken 

cars for sale go to www.scottsrestorations.com

P 03 314 4992 M 027 221 8092 email thescotts@scorch.co.nz

FORMERLY PEARSONS VINTAGE CARS

Classic and Vintage Restorations
North caNterbury
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on


