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These photos are among a few that 
remain of a collection of images 
that have a connection to an early 
coachbuilding business in Timaru.

The business, established during WWII 
was thought to have been called Doherty 
& Parfoot (or Parfoot & Doherty). The 
last apprentice the company took on was 
Errol Tempero who’s son still continues a 
similar company today.

Pics supplied by Rod and Jill Brayshaw 
(nee Doherty).

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED

Submissions of suitable prints and 
information (where available) are always 
welcome.
Please send original photographs of 
historical interest with any available 
information to: 
Beaded Wheels,  
Po box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.
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2010 VCC AgM, page 30.

16th Annual balcairn Trial, page 23.

1910 Austin 18/24 restoration, page 12.
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CoVer
Will Holmes’ 1910 Austin kicking up the dust, restoration details 
page 12. 

 Photo Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ

Beaded Wheels
Publisher
The VinTAge CAr Club of nZ (inC.)  
The historic Vehicle Authority of new Zealand
iSSn 0113-7506 Vol LX no. 305

Editorial Committee
Kevin Clarkson (Chairman), Judith bain,  
rosalie brown, bill Cockram, John Coomber, 
Mark dawber, Marilyn McKinlay. 

Material for Publication
reports of restorations, events, road tests, 
historical and technical articles etc should be 
forwarded to Po box 13140, Christchurch 8141, 
typed or neatly printed, double space on one 
side of paper only. email of text and photos is 
acceptable, digital photographs should be high 
resolution eg 300dpi. no payment is made 
to contributors. The opinions or statements 
expressed in letters or articles in Beaded Wheels 
are the author’s own views and do not necessarily 
express the policy or views of The Vintage Car 
Club of nZ (inc).

E-mail
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Advertising Address
Classified and display Advertising to:  
Po box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Phone 64 3 332 3531, fax 64 3 332 3827 
rate schedule available on request. 

Back Issues
Available on request to Po box 13140, 
Christchurch 8141.

Correspondence & Editorial Contributions
Phone 64 3 332 3531, fax 64 3 332 3827  
Po box 13140, Christchurch 8141.

Subscriptions
Beaded Wheels subscribers change of address to  
Po box 2546, Christchurch 8140.  
Phone 03 366 4461, fax 03 366 0273 
Annual subscription (6 issues) $39 inc gST 
Australian subscription (6 issues) nZ$70  
other countries (6 issues) nZ$100.

Production
Typesetting & design by rgbdesign 
Printed by Spectrum Print ltd, Christchurch.

Closing Date for December/Janaury Issue
editorial Copy 24 october 2010 
Advertisements  10 november 2010

The Vintage Car Club of  
New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office 
Phone 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  
email admin@vcc.org.nz

Postal Address
Po box 2546, Christchurch 8140, new Zealand.

Address
12 Aberdeen St, Christchurch, new Zealand. 

Website 
www.vcc.org.nz

Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
Club of new Zealand (inc.) and its 35 branches 
covering the length and breadth of the country. 
The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history. it is to these people, who 
appreciate the fascination of age, the individuality 
and the functional elegance of vehicles from a 
bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. by way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
reinforced rubber beads, which fit into the rolled 
edges of the wheel rim. This style of wheel was a 
distinctive feature of early motoring being used 
on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars and most 
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president’s 
message

That old song Shake, Rattle and Roll 
seems to be on everyone’s minds down 
here in the mainland. While we person-
ally have been very fortunate to have 
come through the earthquakes virtually 
unscathed, we know of many people whose 
homes, businesses and possessions have 
been seriously damaged. Quite a few of our 
members have had serious damage to their 
properties, but I have not heard any stories 
of serious loss of our old vehicles. Many of 
our historic buildings have been damaged, 
and the physical scars to the city and 
emotional scars to the people will remain 
for a long time, but we are in good heart. 
We are fortunate that the building Leigh 
Craythorne found for us for our National 
Office was strong and modern and as a 
result we have had little damage, and 
the office remained open after the earth-
quake. Damage to the Lundia shelving 
was quickly rectified thanks to Frank 
Renwick and his engineering staff making 
and fitting new brackets to strengthen the 
partly collapsed shelving. Thanks from all 
our members to Julie and Tracy for your 
dedication and support during the days 
after the ‘quake.

I would like to thank all those who 
made contact and offered support to us. 
Messages have come in from around the 
country and from overseas, and have 
been very much appreciated. With the 
Canterbury Swap Meet in early October, 
I know many of you will be visiting the 
city, and Canterbury Branch looks forward 
to hosting as many of you as possible. I 
am pleased to tell you that the iconic 
Fazzaz Motorists Shop in Litchfield Street 
has been spared and, after some struc-
tural work is completed, will be open 
for business with the extensive stock of 
memorabilia, books and vehicles intact. 
We can all breathe a collective sigh of 
relief.

Those of you who attended the AGM 
in Palmerston North will be aware that 
Christine could not attend as she was in 
hospital in Christchurch. Sincere thanks 
to all of you who have written, called and 
given us your support at this difficult time. 
I am pleased to report that she is recov-
ering well. A special thanks to everyone, 

as we see it

In issue 301 of December 2009 we 
included a small article by Bill Cockram on 
the Bourdon tube gauge and its repair. This 
is the kind of helpful tip that can be of real 
interest to those with older vehicles using 
this type of temperature gauge. This current 
issue also includes some useful information 
on page 11 under the heading Helpful Hints. 
We would like to publish more articles of 
this nature so that we can provide some 
really practical help to readers and assist 
them to overcome problems that occur from 
time to time. Maybe if we get enough we 
can have Helpful Hints as a regular column. 
I’m sure we have the members with the 
knowledge so send in your contributions 
and let’s see where it goes.

GST is increasing and so are postage 
costs. This means that we have had 
to increase the cover price with effect 
from December 2010. We will increase 
by one dollar to $6.95 from that date 
and while this will have no impact at all 
upon Vintage Car Club members in New 
Zealand it will mean an increase for casual 
book stand sales and subscriptions. We 
think that the increased price still repre-
sents great value when compared with 
commercial publications, which may be 
larger, but also include a great deal more 
advertising content.

Rod Begbie, member of Ashburton 
Branch, sent us up a recent copy of the 
Ashburton Guardian the other day. 
The motoring page makes mention of 
Beaded Wheels (very complimentary) and 
Journalist Bernard Egan comments that 
he always first turns to Idle Torque to catch 
up with news from around the country and 
is then drawn to Graeme Rice’s Timelines 
where he enjoys the snippets of motoring 
information from days gone by. Good to 
know that Graeme’s efforts are appreciated 
and we thank him for his continued efforts.

Very pleasing to see that regular 
contributor Grant Hitchings has been 
awarded the John L Goddard trophy for 
his efforts in compiling his column The 
Way We Were over the last decade. A very 
popular choice and his speech following 
the presentation received a standing 
ovation. Well done, Grant.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

including the Hawke’s Bay Branch, who 
have visited, sent cards, flowers and food 
and supported us, and to the national 
office staff and management committee 
members who have been so supportive. 
The VCC movement is indeed a large and 
close knit family, and it is good to belong 
to that family. 

The Annual General Meeting at 
Palmerston North was a very successful 
weekend and well hosted by the Manawatu 
Branch. There was some debate over a 
proposal to increase subs next year and 
this resulted in an increase of $6, which 
is only the third increase in the past 15 
years. There was an excellent presenta-
tion on the VCC Rally 2012 by the Rally 
director and committee and members 
had the opportunity to preview the rally 
entry form before it went online. The 
highlight of the weekend for me was the 
award of the JL Goddard trophy to Grant 
Hitchings, the author of The Way We 
Were. We had invited Grant to attend 
the AGM and say a few words to assist 
him in looking for more stories to write, 
and he was unaware of the award. After 
his initial shock, he stood up and enter-
tained the meeting with a wonderful 
humorous account of his life and old cars. 
We had not arranged a guest speaker, but 
he became it. His speech was enjoyed so 
much by the membership that he received 
a standing ovation. That is something I 
have not seen before at these meetings.

After the evening dinner, supported 
by music provided by a local small pipe 
player, and girls choir, many moved to 
the Cabaret bar to enjoy the music of a 
wonderful Irish band. We were taken by 
local members next morning to visit the 
Manawatu clubrooms, which are a credit 
to the branch. I can recommend a visit to 
these clubrooms to any members who are 
visiting the area. 

As the motoring season gets underway, 
we wish you all a great season of motoring 
and restoration. Take care out there on 
our roads.

John Coomber
National President
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OctOBER  
 1-3 otago dunvegan M/C rally
 2 Manawatu Veteran rally
 2 waikato Post Vintage rally
 3 Ashburton Vintage & Veteran run
 3 banks Peninsula opening run
 3 far north The Cape run
 3 gore open day
 3 wellington Sunday run
 7 nth otago Mid week run
 8-10 Canterbury Canterbury branch Swap 

Meet
 8-10 waikato brits at the beach
 9 King Country Journey Through Time
 9 northland Matakohe Museum early 

Settler’s day 
 9 Taupo Cruising for a Cause
 10 Ashburton Spring rally
 10 horowhenua Sunday run
 10 waikato Motorcycle run
 10 wairarapa Janice groves Memorial run
 13 Canterbury 9-90s outing
 13 otago Sparkaholics run
 15 northland evening bbQ and night rally
 15-16 wellsford/warkworth 

whatapu wilderness weekend
 16 banks Peninsula Club day ruapuna 
 16 Manawatu Swapmeet
 16 Southland Vintage/Post Vintage run
 16-17 Canterbury girder fork Motorcycle rally
 16-17 Central otago naseby Motor Show
 17 Ashburton Spring rally
 17 bay of Plenty Swapmeet
 17 rotorua Club run
 17 Taupo Maungatautari run
 17 wellington heritage run
 22-25 hawke’s bay Safari
 23 far north Matthews live day
 23-24 Auckland hunua 100 rally
 23-25 Marlborough branch rally & Swapmeet
 24-26 Sth Cant labour weekend Mt Cook 

rally & Veteran Tour
 24-25 Central otago Combined rally
 27 wellington Kapiti Midweek run 

Motorcycle Meeting

 30 Canterbury Veteran rally
 30 rotorua Social night
 30-31 banks Peninsula lady wigram Trophy Meeting
 31 Canterbury Mcleans island open day
 31 gisborne Club run

nOvEmBER
 3-6 rotorua Mid weekers Spring Tour
 5** Marlborough Trip To Takaka
 5-7 northland far north Tour
 5-7 e bay of Plenty gisborne Tour
 5-8 wairarapa Peter Chisholm Memorial run
 6 far north far north Tour
 6 otago Taieri Tour
 6 Sth Cant Motorcycle rally
 6 Southland Commercial rally
 6-7 gisborne eboP Turn to Visit
 6 waikato Veteran rally
 6 wellington Annual rally
 7 Canterbury homestead run
 7 gore P60 run
 7 wellington Sunday run
 10 Canterbury 9-90s outing
 10 Taupo ladies night
 12 Marlborough Trip To Takaka
 12-14 Auckland M/C rally & Swapmeet
 12-14 Canterbury Show weekend Tour
 12-14 nth otago Commentary reliability 

run (100th reliability run 
-Veteran)

 12-14 Sth Cant Safari weekend
 12-14 Taupo Chairman’s 3 day run
 13 Sth otago Clutha rally
 13-14 Southland Arrowtown M/C rally
 14 horowhenua Tararua Trundle rally
 14 rotorua Club run
 19** Marlborough Trip To Takaka
 20 far north dunny run
 20 hawke’s bay Veteran rally
 20 northland dunny run
 21 gore Josephville Sealed hill Climb
 21 hawke’s bay homestead run
 21 Sth Cant Veteran, Vintage, Commercial 

run
 21 Southland hokonui hill Climb 

 21 waikato Cambridge Swap Meet 
 21 wairarapa Supporters invitation rally
 22 wellington Kapiti Midweek run
 25 Southland Christmas Meeting
 27 Canterbury Christmas night run & Social
 27 otago Commercial Veteran rally
 28 banks Peninsula Veteran run
 28 gisborne russell wilcox memorial 

Trophy run
 28 Sth waikato TTT rally
 28 wellington Social Country run 

 DEcEmBER
 1 wanganui restoration of the Year rally
 3-5 nth otago 50th Anniversary winsor rally
 4 gore diggers run
 4 north Shore Swap Meet
 4-5 wairarapa gold Medal Trial
 5 Auckland gymnic 
 5 waikato Competitive run
 5 wellington Childrens’ Christmas Party
 5 Canterbury Children’s Christmas Picnic
 5 Marlborough Christmas lunch
 5 Sth Cant Xmas run & Childrens Party
 5 Southland ladies run
 5 Sth otago Moped rally
 5 Taupo Club Posh afternoon tea
 8 Taupo Xmas dinner
 11 far north Christmas run
 11 Sth Cant Christmas dinner & Party
 12 far north gymnic and Christmas Cheer
 12 gisborne Club Captain’s wing ding
 12 waikato Motorcyclr run
 12 nelson Christmas Picnic / bbQ
 12 northland gymnic and Christmas Cheer
 12 otago Christmas bbQ
 12 wairarapa Christmas gymkhana / dinner

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

VCC National Events
2011
national Veteran rally Ashburton 18 - 20 feb
national Motorcycle rally  north otago 25 - 27 feb
north island Club Captain’s Tour  7 - 20 April
national easter rally Si  gore   22 - 25 April
national easter rally ni Taranaki 22 - 25 April
2012
international rally Vero rally 2012  
   wanganui 16 - 27 Jan

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise 
readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS
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VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local branch contact details.  
You may also contact your local branch directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

National Annual General Meeting,  
Branch Office Details and Calendar 
of Events

(A copy is enclosed for members) An 
Executive Meeting was also held and a 
copy of these minutes is available from 
your branch secretary. 

Renewal of ID Cards at their 10 Year 
Expiration

If your Vehicle ID Card is due to expire 
in the next three months you will receive 
a renewal advice.

When you receive this renewal advice 
please ensure the details are still correct. If 
the vehicle’s appearance has not changed 
since the original photo supplied then 
you simply enclose your expired Vehicle 
Identity Card with the renewal notice 
(signed by you) and forward this to your 
Branch for completion.

If you do not enclose the expired 
Vehicle Identity Card, or if the vehicle’s 
appearance has changed, you MUST send 
two identical photos of the vehicle as it 
now looks.

Please don’t delay returning the renewal 
advice until the last minute, as there will 
be a number of other people also renewing 
their Vehicle Identity Cards as well as new 
people applying. The earlier you send it in, 
the sooner you will have the updated one 
returned.

Historic Race Licence
Holders of a VCC Historic Race 

Licence are responsible for making sure 
that this has not expired. To renew your 
Licence, please forward $22.50, along 
with your VCC HRL number or old HRL 
card, to the National Office and it will be 
updated.

Canterbury Earthquake
I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone for their concern during 
the recent ‘quakes in Christchurch. The 
National Office was not badly affected 
and business was able to continue as 
usual. I would particularly like to thank 
Frank Renwick, John Coomber and Kevin 
Clarkson for turning up at the National 
Office on the Monday and assisting 
with the tidy up. These men are unpaid 
servants of the Club and the time they put 
in, particularly when they had their own 
issues at their private residences, is really 
appreciated.

6 Beaded Wheels

COOLING SYSTEM
CLEANER

Now Available in New Zealand
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Harmful Mineral Scale and Oxide Deposits

After Cleaning with Liquid Intelligence 239
Cleans your Cooling System back to new

Did you know?
Scale Deposits:  Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale
2mm thick insulates and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%

Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in the top of the radiator blocking the core
causing further overheating.

Liquid Intelligence 239 dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling system, will not
damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling system metal surfaces to inhibit
further corrosion.

This cleaner works in all engine cooling system applications, including Vintage and Classic cars, trucks,
earthmoving, mining, farm vehicles and equipment.

Comes as a 2.2kg Kit - enough to do 30 litres (3 cars) $123.50
 Including GST and freight anywhere in NZ

$100.00 If bought with 5 litres of our liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Refill your Cooling system with our Liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Boils at 190 deg                      High Thermal efficienc                          No Pressure needed

For further info or technical data etc, call Roy King toll free 
0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

email roylking@xtra.co.nz   www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

We specialise in all areas of 
upholstery and trimming on 

Vintage and cars, boats, vans, 
caravans, motorbikes and trucks 

and much more.

With over 50 years experience
come and see us  

or phone for a quote.

Just off Ferry Road (by CPIT-Polytech) 

8-12 William Street, Christchurch

Phone 03 663 921

We’ve got it covered

D.A. & D.D. Goslin ltD

The Upholstery Specialists



in bits. It has been rumoured that there 
is a Chambers car in New Zealand. We 
are very keen to find out if this is true, or 
if anyone knows the whereabouts of any 
other Chambers cars in the world. We are 
aware that many Chambers cars were used 
as ambulances and that many were melted 
down during the war. I would be most 
grateful if you could publish this request for 
any information on the Chambers car. We 
are considering the possibility of bringing 
the Chambers car out to New Zealand for 
the VCC Rally 2012.

Tanya Chambers
40 Magheralone Road
Ballynahinch, Co. Down
Northern Ireland
BT24 8ND

Info wanted
I am searching for a retired Dutchman 

who sold a BSA Y13 V twin Motorcycle 
around 1998 to Ian Day. Ian sold the bike 
to the USA and I bought it there. I would 
be happy if I could get more information 
about this bike and its history. Maybe you 
know the previous owner? He should have 
or had more BSA V twins.

Best regards from Germany
Harald
h.poehland@korte-poehland.de

Mailbag Incentive
What a great book to try and win to 

encourage fellow enthusiasts and members 
to write letters. It’s a constant problem for 
many automotive publications these days 
to have letters written; some however do 
not have a letter section and most edit 
theirs out to fit on one page. I think they 
forget who their readers are! I so wish I had 
met Mr. Richardson before he died. What 
an amazing guy and what a loss to the 
transport and trucking industry he was.

Keep up the good work – I do enjoy 
your magazine as I find it particularly 
informative on some rarer makes like the 
Westcott. I do agree there is not much out 
there on this rare US marque apart from 
that AQ history feature that I too have 
documented, but never seen anything else 
on the company but I believe in 1990s The 
Automobile published a feature. (Abridged.)

Julian Walls
www.carmagreviews.co.nz

Vintage Values
I was pleased to read of John Coomber 

addressing insurance cover for Vintage and 
Veteran vehicles. This has been a strong 
sticking point for me since I came to live 
here from England in 2003. As you said 
Kevin in your August-September issue, I 
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Metropolitan remembered

I was fascinated to see a Metropolitan 
on page 23 of the latest issue. It prompted 
me to dig out and scan a fading photo from 
1972 in London. It was taken outside our 
Earls Court flat in the august company of 
an E Type! We had to purchase a parking 
permit from the City of Westminster 
Council to park overnight in our own 
street.  

The Metro cost us £58 and, as it had 
a rusty rear cross member, we purchased 
a spare for £5 from a wrecker who just 
gas-axed it out of a fairly battered model 
in his yard. We toured all over southern 
England in the car that summer and part 
of the following one. The only other cost 
was £14 for a new battery and the car was 
eventually sold for more than we paid for it.

John Newsham
newshamj@xtra.co.nz

Odometer checks
I heartily agree with the letter of Bill 

Grant in the June-July Beaded Wheels, the 
subject being odometer checks on rally 
time trials. I too have been subject to 
blank looks when asking officials about no 
odo checks.

Come on people, you spend time and 
energy organising events, why not do it 
properly.

Jim McFadzien
Gore Branch

Chambers cars
I am the great great niece of the 

Chambers Brothers of Chambers 
Motorworks Belfast (1904-1927). Last 
year my parents acquired the last car ever 
manufactured by Chambers Motorworks.  
The car, a 1927 limousine, has been 
recommissioned and recently successfully 
completed the Gordon Bennett Rally. 
There are only three Chambers cars in 
Northern Ireland, of which ours is one. 
Another Chambers is in Australia albeit 

mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of new Zealand (inc.) or the publishers. letters may 
be edited for length and clarity.

mailbag

Put pen to paper 
and you might just 
win this excellent 
addition to your 
library. From the 
October 2010 until 
September 2011 
we are awarding 
a book prize to 
the best Mailbag 
offering. For the 
December issue the 
book is  
A Tribute to the Indy 500 Legend – Scott Dixon. 

Our appreciation goes to Fazazz, The 
Motorists Shop in Lichfield Street, 
Christchurch for their generous donation of 
books.

Congratulations to John Sigley, winner of a 
copy of Trucks, a Vintage Collection.

do indeed look first at the for sale section 
to see what is on offer, and to check how 
much sellers are asking for their vehicles. 
Then I usually turn to the mailbag, then 
idle torque. I have been very concerned 
about many vehicles advertised in your 
magazine and at various shows. My overall 
impression is that a very high percentage 
offered for sale have been well below their 
true value. Many British made cars selling 
for far less than they do in England.

Some pristine vehicles I have seen here 
“going for a song”, would be very lucky to 
be found in Britain, even as a wreck.

Kiwis generally also seem to cherish 
their vehicles more. The overall standard 
often appears much higher. Logically 
therefore the prices asked should be 
higher.

A friend of mine is the proud owner of 
a 1971 Rover P6V8 in original immacu-
late condition. He told me his insurance 
renewal was for $250, I asked how much 
it was insured for, he said it was valued 
at $2,600. Horrified I told him if he 
had significant damage to his car, the 
insurance would nowhere near cover it. 
On my suggestion he got an agreed value 
policy, which valued his car at $9,000, 
with an annual premium of $85.

win with

THE MOTORIST’S SHOP

Beaded Wheels
and
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I wonder how many owners of good 
working Vintage or Veteran vehicles have 
inadequate insurance cover? The pricing 
of rare vehicles at present across the 
spectrum now does not reflect their true 
worth.

I have been told the reason why prices 
of Vintage and Veteran vehicles are low, is 
because of the prolific number of Japanese 
and European new vehicles?

That to me makes no sense at all! 
Taking into account that many of these 
at list prices of approximately $20-25,000 
new, can now be easily bought for a few 
hundred dollars.

Obviously everyone likes a bargain. 
But anyone selling anything Vintage or 
Veteran should reap real benefit from their 
investments.

Congratulations for a really great 
magazine which I always look forward to 
reading each new issue.

Ken Braddon

Another Westcott
My Grandfather in Tauranga bought 

one from the Farmers Auctioneering Coy. 
The car had been used very little and 

mailbag

was in perfect order when he laid it up 
during WWII. It was kept registered so my 
father could use the petrol coupons. My 
cousins and I used to play in it and I can 
remember it quite clearly. I do not know 
its model but it had some features which 
may identify it.

The bodywork was painted a deep 
maroon with black guards. The side 
curtains were stored in pockets in the 
hood when not in use. The choke was 
operated by a small lever under the 
steering wheel. The large interior light was 
installed in the back of the front seat. The 
motor was similar to the 1918 car and ran 
very sweetly. The wheels were the usual 
wooden spoked type and headlights were 
of an unusual design with the parklights 
in the same shell as the headlamps. I was 
told my grandfather sold it for £15 and 
it went to Waihi where it was trucked. It 
would have been a good find today as it 
was housed in a warm shed with a wooden 
floor that was once used as a stable and 
kept in clean and running order.

Bryce Johnston

BOOK PRiZE winnER

Helpful hints
Might I suggest that you run a “Helpful 

Hints” page in Beaded Wheels? I believe 
that it may be a way to generate more 
contributors to the magazine. In any 
event, I submit the following article for 
your consideration.

When I joined the VCC in the 
early 1970s it seemed that everyone was 
restoring or rebuilding a vehicle of some 
sort. My 1952 Armstrong Siddeley was 
classed as a modern at club events, so I 
purchased a trucked 1923 Studebaker that 
had been unregistered since 1941 but was 
still in regular use on an orchard in Upper 
Moutere.

Being a penpusher, I had no skills to 
tackle anything other than a valve grind, 
thanks to early tuition from my father. 

However, like many others at the time, 
I attended night classes in machining, 
welding and panel beating. Eventually, 
under the guidance of Steve Roberts, one 
of the world’s best tutors, and with access 
to the vast array of wheeling, rolling and 
folding machines, spot welders and guillo-
tines, I was able to take an 8’x4’ sheet of 
panel steel and re-create a rear tub section 
and two tourer doors. Such were the 
opportunities available in a large city like 
Wellington that truly nothing was impos-
sible. Moving on to the 21st century, there 
are fewer members involved in their own 
hands on restorations and the equipment 
and skilled tradespeople are mostly only 
available at the specialised restoration 
workshops.

John Sigley
Ed note: 
See page 11 for John’s helpful hint.

Roadside Growths.
Sunday morning dawned bright and 

beautiful, just perfect for a cruise in the 
Vintage car. So, flask and sammies packed, 
off we went.

As responsible VCC members, we try 
to keep as far left as possible to allow 
faster traffic to pass. However this is 
becoming more and more difficult due to 
the outbreak of an orange noxious growth. 
A very large area on SH2 near our home 
has been “blooming” for more than two 
months and can now be regarded as a 
great nuisance to travellers, but who can 
we contact regarding this scourge on our 
road sides? 

The manufacturers of these orange road 
cones must be rolling in money with the 
amount on our roads, however, I really feel 
that they have now become so prolific and 
are left lying around well after works are 
completed causing a very real safety issue. 
Surely someone should be taking respon-

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz



100 YEARS AGO 

1910 – “Eager new motorists shouldn’t 
expect a magnificent new car for £100 – 
they will be disappointed. Even though 
one or two British firms are planning 
this, they will be toy cars! Tyres cost 
£25 a set, lamps £8, a two seat body 
£10, electrical fitments £10, and £20 for 
a chassis. That all adds up to £73 as a 
minimum, notwithstanding the maker’s 
profit of 20% before the seller gets his 
15%.” So beware.

75 YEARS AGO

1935 – Contrasting styles in new cars 
from each side of the Atlantic. From 
the UK the new HRG, built by Halford, 
Robins and Ron Godfrey – the “G” of 
the GN (1910 – 25). A spartan, wind 
in the hair (and rain everywhere else) 
minimalist sports car. Then from the 
USA the streamlined, ultra smooth V12 
Lincoln Zephyr. All very advanced from 
the outside but more Ford than Lincoln 
underneath. Still, it was light, solid and 
soon accounted for 80% of Lincoln’s 
sales. 

50 YEARS AGO

1960 – The first Bathurst Armstrong 
500 was run in those heady days when 
cars were driven to the race and turned 
into racing versions by removing extra 
seating, spare wheels, hubcaps and taping 
over the lights. Hotter plugs were fitted 
and mufflers removed for real go. The 
result was that a Vauxhall Velox was 1st, 
a Peugeot 404 2nd, a Standard Vanguard 
3rd with the new Ford Falcon coming 
home fourth. No Holdens in sight!

30 YEARS AGO

1980 – Lovers of the grand Talbot 
marque were relieved to see an end to 
the attempt by Peugeot to revive the 
honourable name with a dismal range 
made up of the Talbot Sunbeam (later 
Horizon) hatchback and the larger but 
dismal Tagora. Worse were the old hacks 
from the Chrysler era; – the Talbot 
Avenger which was pretty dreadful, the 
better but aging Alpine, later revamped 
as a Rapier. Finally there was a booted 
version called the Minx. A Talbot Minx? 
Spare us! 

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by

graeme rice timelines

sibility for ensuring the roadsides are clear 
and able to be used by slower traffic.

Our lovely Sunday drive in the country 
was made much less pleasurable by having 
to avoid these large orange blooms whilst 
trying to be responsible and courteous to 
faster traffic. 

Still, any day out driving in a Vintage is 
better than zooming around in a modern!

Raewyn Fenn
Waihi Beach

History please
In the latest issue 305 of Beaded Wheels, 

there is an intriguing photo at the top of 
page 8 of a black Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud 
at Wigram in 1974, and in the distance 
there seems to be a twin of the same car.

The number plate on the foreground 
car, CO4519, appears not to be in use 
currently, so I imagine either the car is 
no longer usable or in New Zealand, or 
perhaps it now sports a personalised plate.

From the number plate sequence, 
compared with others around, it appears 
to be a Cloud 2 (but of course could be 
a Cloud 1, there being no external differ-
ences that I know of).

Which is a very long-winded way of 
asking if anyone knows the history of 
the foreground car and what may have 
happened to it, and also does anyone 
know more about the background car?

Ross Stewart

Luxury Landlines Ltd.
I am restoring two Leyland coaches 

that previously were owned and operated 
on the Auckland – Wellington service by 
the above company; later becoming part 
of Mount Cook Landlines.

One is a 1956 Royal Tiger and the 
other is a 1967 Panther. Both had there 
bodies built in Christchurch by George  
McWhinnie & Co Ltd.

Of the ten Coaches that Landlines had 
during the life of the company, six were 
built by McWhinnies; all of which were 
of total alloy construction which was very 
innovative for the time.

I am seeking information and particu-
larly drawings/photos of the interior or 
any other information that somebody 
might have.

Thank you for providing us with a most 
excellent publication.

Ross B Jowitt
09 298 0914 Bus., 09 236 3761 AH.
Email..ross.jowitt@paradise.net.nz

Chrysler Research
I am researching Chrysler convert-

ible cars which were imported in to New 
Zealand during 1935–1937. Any informa-
tion you may have would be a great help to 
complete my files.

If you know of someone who has at 
some time owned one or sold one of these 
cars, I would be very grateful for your help 
in contacting them. I am also looking to 
borrow any pictures of these cars. I will 
take care and return them. If any reader 
can help I would be most grateful.

Marie Bennett            
mlbennett@xtra.co.nz
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I   read in the Branch Notes in Beaded 
Wheels No 303 that a new clubroom 
had been opened for the Wellsford/

Warkworth Branch of the Vintage Car 
Club and that it had been part of the 
Warkworth Earth Satellite Station. Now 
being an entrenched South Islander I have 
to admit my knowledge of this branch, 
and its location was extremely sketchy. 
Then the reference to the Satellite Station 
aroused my curiosity, so at the start of July 
I travelled north and by a strange coinci-
dence my trip coincided with the running 
of the Winter Woollies Wander, the main 
annual rally of the Wellsford/Warkworth 
Branch of the VCC. 

Wellsford is a small town with a popula-
tion of about 1,700 lying almost midway 
between Auckland City and Whangarei. 
It seems that around 1860 English settlers 
arrived at Port Albert on the Kaipara 
coast. They found life difficult there and 
so moved inland to a more fertile area 
naming it Wellsford.

With a population of around 3,500 
Warkworth is about 12 miles south of 
Wellsford and lies on the Mahurangi 
River. In the early years of its settlement 
it was a port for the many flat bottomed 
scows that serviced the towns around the 
coast of New Zealand. 

The branch started as a sub-branch 
of Whangarei in 1980 when it became 
the Wellsford Branch. With membership 
increasing in Warkworth the branch was 
renamed Wellsford /Warkworth four years 
ago. Membership seems spread evenly 
between the two towns and there are a 
few VCC members living in Auckland and 
Whangarei who elect to have member-
ship of the combined branch. Presently 
the membership stands at 96. The first 
meetings were held in private homes but 
with growth these were transferred to 
larger premises the last venue being at the 
at the Warkworth Showgrounds.

The Branch Chairman is Leon Salt 
who was elected to office in 2009. He 
worked as a schoolteacher until resigning 
to return to full-time university study in 
2007, gaining a degree in Resource and 
Environmental Planning. 

In 1970 the NZ Post Office (now 
Telecom) built the Warkworth Earth 
Satellite Station two miles south of the 
town. Employing a staff of 22 at its peak, it 
transmitted and received communications 
such as sport and the TV news worldwide. 

With the advance of cable technology its 
use has declined and now it only services 
such areas as Antarctica or the Pacific 
Islands that are without undersea cable. 

The complex had a purpose-built Public 
Relations Centre until six years ago when 
Telecom decided that the centre could 
not be justified and it was closed. When 
Telecom decided that it was to be demol-
ished, branch member Doug Hamilton 
picked up on this, and the branch quickly 
realised that without too much cost and 
effort the building could become a very 
acceptable branch clubroom. 

With Doug’s help Telecom was 
approached and agreed to consider 
the possibility of leasing the facility to 
the VCC. After much discussion an 
agreement was reached for a 15 year lease 
of the building and the use of the ground 
surrounding it. Much credit for this should 
go to Chairman Leon whose knowledge 
of town planning requirements, and his 
negotiation skills, became so useful. As 
well, Leon arranged for the branch to 
obtain generous financial grants from Pub 
Charity ($20,000) and Lion Foundation 
($5,000) which went towards the cost of 
installing a kitchen and general renova-
tions. The lease restricts the use of the 
facility to Wellsford/Warkworth Branch 
activities only and the grassed edges of the 
wide access road were able to be used for 
the branch swap meet held on 27 February 
this year. The new clubroom was officially 
opened on 20 March 2010 in conjunction 
with the staging of the branch annual 
Gymnic event. The clubroom represents 
a very creditable effort for all the branch 
members.

Leon emphasised that the repre-
sentatives of Telecom were always most 
generous, helpful and co-operative and 
are still assisting the branch with mainte-
nance of the grounds. 

I was fortunate to join the Winter 
Woollies Wander helping navigate for 
Grahame Power and wife Anne in their 
1954 Studebaker Starliner Coupe. The 
run headed over to the east coast then 
north, finishing at the Waipu Fire Station 
for a catered lunch. There was a meal and 
prize giving for the 130 on the rally at the 
local bowling club on the Saturday night. 

The branch tries to arrange something 
special for the Sunday morning and this 
year members were treated to a ride down 
river on the Jane Gifford. This is a scow 
built in 1908 and is typical of those that 
plied their trade around the coast early last 
century. It was salvaged in a very derelict 
condition from a mudflat in the Manakau 
Harbour and brought back to Warkworth 
where it has been almost completely 
rebuilt. It voyages down river each Sunday 
morning with visitors and the crew are 
optimistic that in a few months time they 
will have its full set of sails rigged and 
working. There were 57 vehicles on the 
run which was well organised this year by 
Paul and Kathy Collins. The winners, and 
therefore organisers of next year’s event 
were Roy and Gay London.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time with the 
Branch and look forward to meeting up 
with members at future VCC events.  bw

The wAY 
WE WERE
Words and photos Grant Hitchings 

The new Wellsford/Warkworth clubroom.

Ready to embark on the “Jane Gifford”.

footnote: readers may remember a TV commercial 
last year promoting ‘Yellow Pages’. it featured 
a young lady whose ambition it was to build a 
restaurant in a tree. we were encouraged to believe 
she succeeded. i thought the thing was entirely 
fictitious but then i was shown the actual tree 
restaurant. it was built in a large sequoia just a 
short distance from the entrance to the new branch 
clubroom. i was told that on the Sunday morning 
of the winter woollies wander last year the rally 
group visited the structure and were amazed that it 
so easily accommodated the 50 of them.  
it operated as a restaurant for about a year and 
then closed. 
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

White Metalling  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

Living in the provinces can further 
reduce access to materials and expertise, 
and those amongst us with the DIY streak, 
need to adapt to new methods to recreate 
the old.

Faced with a missing tub section on 
a recent project. I did not go out and 
buy a sheet of 16 gauge! A Morris Minor 
body shell awaiting the crusher provided 
a nicely curved roof section which I 
cut in half across the door posts. The 
rear piece I cut lengthways through the 
rear window. The three sections, when 
carefully trimmed with tinsnips, were then 
welded together to form the rear tub. Only 
basic panelbeating tools were required to 
complete the process.

Re-creating a missing instrument panel 
can be a major challenge. Sorting through 
a pile of gauges for temp, amps, oil pressure 
and fuel, it is not just a case of black or 
white.

An American car needs American 
instruments. If not all the same manufac-
turer, then at least the same script. Lastly, 
look at all the variations in the chrome 
bezel! It’s enough to drive a man to drink. 
It was another hot day in Marlborough, so 

I opened a cold one from the fridge! I felt 
the raised swaging on the base of the can 
… Eureka!

Most of the minor gauges are contained 
in steel tubs approximately 2" or 50mm in 
diameter. On the instrument face there 
should be a spacer to support the glass and 
the bezelled rim crimps around the tub 
edge to hold the glass in position.

To replace a broken or missing glass, 
perform the following:
1.  Empty an appropriately sized 

aluminium can.
2.  Cut off the base of the can and trim 

the swaged section to produce an 
indented ring.

3.  Trim the outer rim to a tight fit to the 
inside diameter of the tub. (Use mini 
tinsnips and a half-round file for a tidy 
finish). This ring forms the spacer 
between instrument face and glass.

4.  Press spacer into place and fit glass or 
clear acrylic disc.

5.  Replace original chrome or aluminium 
bezel if serviceable: or,

6.  Make new bezelled glass retainer using 
the top of the aluminium drink can:

 (a) peel side of can in a tearing action, 
away from the pressed top rim.

 (b) cut out centre of can lid to the 
inside edge of the lid. (half-round file 
to finish).

7. Newly created aluminium glass 
retainer should be a press fit to the 
outside of the instrument tub.

Note that there are minor varia-
tions in sizes of instrument tubs and 
also aluminium cans, so you may need a 
selection.

I trust that some members will now 
rest easier knowing that they have such 
valuable spare parts stored safely in their 
refrigerators.

John Sigley

HELPFUL HINTS

Kiwi Can do…
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Until the advent of the four cylinder 
7hp in 1922, Austin cars were 
aimed primarily at people with a 

bit of fat in their purses. The first ones, 
produced at Longbridge, Birmingham 
in the northern spring of 1906, were 
sturdy, powerful and conventional both 
in construction and appearance, with 
elegant touring coachwork manufactured 
in Austin’s own workshop. Apart from the 
introduction of smaller models in 1910 
very little changed between then and 
the outbreak of war in 1914 when Austin 
began to wind down car production in 
favour of munitions. 

Total production as of August 1914 
amounted to something over 4000 units. 
A few hundred were destined for, indeed 
designed for, the ‘colonies’. It’s doubtful 
if any came to New Zealand before 1909 
when factory representative George H 
Scott set up his shingle in Upper Cuba 
Street, Wellington. He was, by all accounts, 
an energetic salesman but even so the total 
number of Austin vehicles in the country 
by August 1914 would have been, by any 

standard, miniscule. Not surprisingly the 
survival rate is also tiny. By the year 2000 
only three original roadworthy pre-WWI 
Austins were on record here: a 1910 
18/24hp, 1912 10hp and 1913 10hp plus 
a 1912 15hp built up from parts. Two of 
these have since left New Zealand, leaving 
marque Austin represented here by just 
two complete Veterans plus a handful of 
chassis awaiting or under restoration. Since 
2005 though, thanks to staunch Austineer 
Will Holmes of Greytown, there’s been a 
fifty percent increase.

Apart from his quite understandable 
passion for Austins, Will is a normal, 
gracefully ageing Kiwi: friendly, thoughtful, 
modest, but capable. Just the kind you’ll 
find, or hope to find, on any organ-
ising committee. Brought up in remote 
Cross Creek, the son of the last man to 
drive a Fell locomotive on the Rimutaka 
Incline, or anywhere, Will is a carpenter 
by profession; founder and titular head of 
Greytown-based Holmes Construction. His 
boys run it now but he’s happy to offer help 
or advice if and when asked.

The Austin thing began in the 1980s 
when Will acquired and fully rebuilt a 
1937 14/6 Goodwood saloon. He was on 
the Greytown Borough Council then and 
involved in half a million local projects, 
not least restoration of some of the pretty 
Wairarapa town’s attractive Victorian 
buildings. But a busy man is like a pig in 
muck and when another Austin became 
available, a Carterton-based 18/6, he was 
into it. Since then there’ve been a couple 
of motorcycles and four more Austins, two 
of them post-war classics and, from the 
ground-up, a majestic 1925 Twenty tourer, 
and the elegant Veteran you’re going to 
read about now: a 1910 18/24 Ranelagh 
called Leslie for a reason which will soon 
become apparent.

“It all started,” Will says, “About 20 
years ago when I was having a beer with a 
mechanic friend, Graham Barrett who’d set 
up a car-restoration business in Greytown. 
He was mainly into early American cars 
and used to sling off at Austins but when 
I told him it was my ambition to restore a 
Veteran Austin he must have taken that 

Leslie – The Second Coming 
1910 austin 18/24
Words Will Holmes with Peter Fry Photos Bruce Hutton
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aboard because two or three months later 
he told me he’d found one. 

Soon afterwards we drove to Napier 
and from there, west to Puketitiri where 
Les Lemon and his family had accumu-
lated a huge collection of cars as part of 
a family museum. It included a 1910 5 
litre Austin 18/24 four-seat tourer which 
his father had bought as the family car 
in 1912. In 1920 when another seemingly 
identical model came up for sale in Napier 
the old man bought it, on impulse, for 
spare parts. It was a strange-looking 
vehicle. Like a lot of English cars in those 
early days it had been imported new to 
Australia as a running chassis and fitted 
there with a locally built body that didn’t 
look much like an Austin at all. 

He used the car for a while, then 
consigned it to a back shed and pulled it 
to pieces. The engine was later fitted to 
a barge the family owned. The Lemons 
had an orchard in Napier, near where 
the airport now is and used the barge 
to transport gravel across the inlet. The 
devastating earthquake in 1931 raised the 

land for miles around leaving the barge 
high and dry. The engine was later taken 
out and stored with the other spares. 

It was only when he eventually needed 
some spares that the old man discovered 
that even though the second 18/24 was 
only a few months older than the family 
car, the engine (only 4.5 litres) and many 
of the other mechanicals were incompat-
ible, and of no use to him. That of course 
was the saving of the spares car and many 
years later, the old man’s misfortune would 
work to my advantage. 

So this was the Veteran Austin that 
Graham Barrett had found for me to 
negotiate with Les Lemon. Les had a reputa-
tion for never selling anything so we weren’t 
very confident that he would release it. 
Graham’s advice was ‘No negotiations – just 
let Les get to know you and decide what 
your aims and objectives are’. That’s the way 
it went, and even on my second visit, when 
we toured the museum, ‘Oo’d and Ahh’d’ 
over the 1910 tourer and pored over the 
spare parts, we still came away without any 
discussion about a possible deal.

About a month later we were back, 
going through a similar routine, again with 
no mention of a sale until, just as we were 
about to leave, Les turned to me and said ‘I 
think the collection’s worth such and such’. 
I told him I thought that was the right 
price and wrote out a cheque there and 
then. On subsequent visits to Puketitiri 
I took away everything and anything 
connected with the Austin and even later, 
when we met at swap-meets or rallies, Les 
would hand me a little something ‘for the 
Austin’. So here I was with a collection 
of components that I was quite confident 
would one day become a restored 1910 
18/24 Austin.

But when? At the time I’d just started 
work on my Austin Twenty restoration so 
I had to decide whether to continue with 
that or tackle the Veteran. I chose the 
Twenty and I’m glad I did, even though it 
meant that the bits were going to spend a 
few more years in the back of a shed. 

Like all my restorations the Twenty 
was a major exercise. It took me about 
five years. A similar task awaited me 
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with the Veteran because in both cases 
there were no body parts at all. What I 
had purchased from Les was a chassis in 
reasonable condition but minus springs, 
an incomplete front axle (for some reason 
one of the stub axles had been cut off), a 
set of wheels (we ended up using only the 
hubs), a rear axle casing with no internals, 
a reasonably complete engine with carbu-
rettor and magneto but minus pressure 
pump, a gearbox, cone clutch, steering box, 
plus various other components, including 
a radiator, which could only be used as 
patterns and which had to be made or 
sourced later.

My very good friend Bob Hayes (a 
transmission specialist) cast a professional 
eye over it and took on the considerable 
task of manufacturing all the rear axle 
internals, crown wheel and pinion, spider 
gears, axles, brake shoes, and finding and 
modifying bearings to fit. We did have a 
pinion in poor condition which gave Bob 
the correct location of the crown wheel 
and its diameter, and we knew the ratio 
through Austin archives. Bob’s unique 
expertise would also be invaluable with the 
restoration of other components, such as 
the pressure pump.

After the chassis had been repaired 
and painted, further trips were made to 
Puketitiri to take measurements from Les’s 
car and ascertain the exact location of the 
engine, transmission, axles. I knew the 
locations and dimensions of all the road 
springs from the bolting positions on the 
chassis and of course from Les’s car, and 
had a set made. The engine, which wasn’t 
badly worn and more or less as Herbert 
Austin had designed it, went to a local 
reconditioner. Bob worked his magic with 
the diff. The wheels were rebuilt using the 
existing hubs and eventually, new rims 
made in Christchurch. 

Of course we took hundreds of photo-
graphs. I used some of these to compare 
notes with Austin owners in England and 
was surprised when one correspondent 

said: ‘I see you’ve got the colonial model’. 
‘How do you tell that?’ I asked. ‘From your 
front axle’ he replied. On the standard 
model the axle is level from the spring 
hanger to the wheel, parallel with the 
ground. On the colonial model it dips 
sharply downward towards the wheel, 
giving the car much greater ground 
clearance – most important on Edwardian 
New Zealand’s rough and ready roads.

Austin archives also came up trumps 
with a sales promotion booklet which gave 
all the body styles that were offered in 1910. 
Because the original Australian body had 
been a two-seater I opted for a similar style 
of coachwork, the Company’s own elegant 
Ranelagh phaeton. Another major bonus 
was the availability of Austin coachwork 
details and dimensions, which proved inval-
uable, not only for building the body but for 
locating critical features like the position 
and height of the firewall and the distance 
between the gearshift and handbrake 
mechanism and the scuttle. From all that 
we were also able to ascertain accurately the 
location of the body on the chassis.

I used local timbers for the body framing 
but English oak for the dash, hood bows, 
trim and anything else that was exposed. 
All the body panelling, apart from an 
almost perfect rear tub which I’d been lucky 
enough to secure at the Canterbury swap 
meet, was done by my friend Rex Stevens, 
the mudguards by another friend, the late 
Roy Elwyn and the upholstery and hood 
by Austin Register member Steven Voss. 
I really can’t thank these people enough. 
The car was expertly painted locally. Swap 
meets were also the source of missing essen-
tials like lights, horn, trembler-coils, and 
what have you. It truly amazes me what 
virtually unobtainable items come out 
of the woodwork when people see you’re 
making progress with a project.

As an acknowledgement of Les Lemon’s 
faith in my intention and ability to restore 
the Austin I’d made myself a promise that, 
when the car was eventually commis-

sioned and roadworthy, I’d take it back 
to Puketitiri. I kept that promise, took 
him for a drive and was rewarded with a 
delighted grin from ear to ear. Les is now 
well into his nineties, frail but alert and 
still very much involved with his museum. 
If his dad’s one-time spares car was going to 
have a name, I had a ready-made one. 

Despite our best efforts Leslie’s re-birth 
was not achieved without a hitch or two. 
The first one was quite dramatic. On an 
early outing a sleeve that had been fitted 
to bring a cylinder bore back to standard 
dropped into the crankcase and presented 
us with a major engineering exercise, and 
the beaded-edge tyres gave us no end of 
heartache until we hit on the very sensible 
idea of fitting rust-bands under the tubes. 

In 2005 my wife Ruby and I had been 
in England for the Austin Centennial 
celebrations at Longbridge. For some time 
we’d also been planning a celebration of 
our own, in the form of a 12 day, Bluff-
to-the-Cape Tour for all vehicles carrying 
an Austin badge. This was timed for 
January 2006 to coincide with the finish 
of the VCC Vero International Rally in 
Invercargill so that we and other Austin 
entrants could kill two birds with one 
stone. So, with Leslie’s teething troubles 
behind us we drove down from Greytown, 
took part in the Vero Rally and then set 
out for Cape Reinga, at the other end of 
the country. That we got there with hardly 
a hitch is a tribute not only to Leslie and 
the dedicated professionals who had helped 
me restore him, but to the patience and 
resourcefulness of one of them, Bob Hayes 
who was right there when needed, just 
outside Murchison, when Leslie ran out of 
sparks. A cracked slip-ring on the magneto 
necessitated an impromptu coil conversion, 
and from there we never looked back.

Since then I’ve covered several 
thousand trouble-free miles in Leslie and 
rate the Austin 18/24 very highly indeed. 
It has an extremely high ratio diff so at 
relatively low revs you’re ticking along at 
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45-50mph. I was initially concerned the car 
wouldn’t perform on hills but was pleas-
antly surprised to find it pulls away very 
well. Third is a very useful gear. On many 
a journey over the Rimutakas we’ve found 
it more than adequate. The limiting factor 
is not so much the capabilities of the car as 
the road conditions and the fact that you 
know you have to stop at some stage. It’s a 
very satisfying car to drive.

I’m not sure how many 18/24s are left in 
the world. In New Zealand there are now 
two, Les Lemon’s and mine. I know of 
another in Tasmania and believe there are 
also one or two in South Africa and of 
course a few – three or four maybe – in 
Britain. I intend to keep the Austin wings 
flying here, as long as I’m able. Happy 
Hundredth, Leslie!” bw
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Our first day was an easy drive 
to Taupo where we stayed with 
friends. We were on the road by 

9am Saturday and travelled via the Desert 
Road, Taihape and Foxton, reaching 
Titahi Bay by about 4.30pm after good 
travelling in light traffic. I had varied my 
speed between 50 and 60 mph, as we were 
still running in the new engine, listening 
for strange noises and watching the gauges 
like a hawk. I had done only about 300 
miles in short runs around Auckland 
before changing the oil and filter for the 
long drive to Christchurch.

We stayed with friends in Wellington 
and arrived in Picton about 11.30am 
next morning after a calm crossing. 
Easter Monday we assembled as a much 
larger group, at Blenheim Railway station 
where we were greeted by Sven Slager 
and Tony Haycock, our joint tour leaders, 
and briefed on our visit to Omaka Flying 
Museum on the outskirts of Blenheim. 
All of our cars were lined up at Omaka, in 
front of a Bristol Freighter, for the second 
of many photo opportunities. Reluctantly 
we tore ourselves away from Omaka to 
begin our driving rally, with Murchison 
the first stop en route. The roads were 
superb, smooth and flowing and with little 
traffic. We had agreed to do the gravel 
surface route from Murchison via the 
Maruia Saddle, not quite realising it was a 
“pioneering” road; narrow, bush-lined and 
with five streams to ford. The road surface 
was good and the streams low and we 
reached the main road again at Frog Flat 
with no drama. We met up with the bigger 

rally group, compared notes, checked maps 
and headed for Hanmer. 

Tuesday morning we assembled outside 
the hot pools, where we were briefed 
before heading out on drying roads over 
the Lewis Pass to Reefton. We had decided 
to take the shorter, more direct route to 
Greymouth as we had spent two days 
at Westport and Punakaiki only three 
years earlier. Perhaps our decision was 
prophetic, as we had the only mechan-
ical/electrical trouble of our rally that 
afternoon. After stopping at a small settle-
ment prior to reaching Greymouth, the 
car would not restart on the key. We were 
able to do a roll start and drove on to 
Greymouth where I checked the battery 
and starter motor connections but could 
find no reason for the non-start. An auto 
electrician was needed. I was second in 
the queue after tour leader Sven Slager, 
who was having brake light and indicator 
light problems. A third member of the 
rally arrived, also with starting problems. 
Sven and I were fixed fairly quickly; my 
problem being a loose and dirty terminal 
on the ignition switch. The terminal was 
replaced, the switch cleaned and wire 
refitted for $20. 

Wednesday morning we departed 
Greymouth for Christchurch, stopping 
to visit the Kaniere alluvial gold dredge 
operation, near Blackball. Leaving the 
mine we headed on over Arthur’s Pass and 
stayed the night with friends in Rangiora, 
tired after a long drive over some brilliant 
roads. The 404 just eats up the miles 

without protest, just requiring unleaded 
91; no oil or water needed.

Friday morning required an early start 
to reach Princess Margaret Hospital in 
Cashmere Rd by 9am for our briefing. 
First stop was Governors Bay on Banks 
Peninsula, where Tony Haycock had 
arranged a visit to Gavin Bain’s car 
collection. This must be one of the 
finest collections of cars (including three 
Bugattis) and motoring memorabilia in 
the country. We travelled on to Diamond 
Harbour for morning tea, followed by a 
drive on a narrow, winding and steep 
gravel road via Port Levy and Pigeon Bay 
to Little Akaloa for our lunch stop. This 
road was a bit daunting for my passenger, 
as there were huge drops (unfenced) to 
the sea from her side of the car. An ideal 
“Vintage car road” for our erstwhile plotter 
Tony Haycock. He thinks tarmac roads 
are for wusses.

As we reached Little Akaloa, we found 
our Rangiora friends with their car having 
stopped dead without warning. It was 
towed a short distance to our lunch spot 
at the beachfront, while the men looked 
for toolkits and the ladies for lunch ingre-
dients. Fortunately our Wellington club 
president, a mechanic, was able to trace 
the fault to a bad coil. I had a spare 
coil in our car, so that was fitted and all 
was well again. We were later leaving our 
lunch stop than the plotter intended, so 
we and many others, decided to take the 
shorter route to Akaroa. That spared the 
car a bone-shaking trip, and spared the 
passenger any further vertigo, but we still 
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arrived at Akaroa with hot, smelly brakes 
from the steep descent into this lovely 
French-style village. 

A little later, refreshed by snacks and 
showers we headed for the Akaroa Yacht 
Club for our rally celebration dinner. After 
drinks, we enjoyed a good dinner followed 
by addresses from our rally leaders and 
the keynote speech from Hugo Bedford, 
former co-managing director of Campbell 
Industries Ltd, Peugeot importers, assem-
blers and dealers. Hugo’s address was both 
illuminating and sobering, describing 
the highs and lows of obtaining import 
licences (difficult) and government finance 
for setting up a car assembly plant (not 
quite so difficult but pivotal to funding 
such an expensive operation). The Thames 
location gained the company regional 
industry assistance and the Thames 
District Council chipped in with subsi-
dised, reclaimed land and assistance with 
utilities such as power and water. Hugo 
also explained that the Peugeot 404 was 
a good car for Campbells, not easy to 
assemble, but durable and very popular 
with its owners. It was priced very much 
higher than its British contemporaries 
such as Austin and Morris, but as we were 
all witness, it was also superior mechani-
cally and more examples have stood the 
test of time.

Saturday morning was bright and sunny 
for our 404 car show. This was coupled 
with a French car show which was well 
supported with some rare classics; a Facel 
Vega, a 1930s Bugatti 4/5 seat tourer in 
mint condition, various Renaults and Tony 

Haycock’s 1915 Peugeot Veteran in chassis 
form, along with his 406 Coupe.

This was a public show so we all had 
the opportunity to regale spectators with 
stories of our restoration projects and 
show off our favourite model of Peugeot. 
Bonnets were raised, boots were opened, 
photos were flourished and lies told!

It was a thoroughly good day, warm and 
relaxing, prior to packing up as many of us 
were due to begin our return journey that 
afternoon.

Together with another Auckland pair, 
we departed Akaroa for Little River Hotel 
on the Ellesmere side of Banks Peninsula, 
our accommodation for Saturday night. 
On Sunday morning we headed north to 
our overnight stop at the Kaikoura YHA 
hostel. The hostel was well patronised by 
visitors from all over the globe and our 
404s were recognised and commented on 
by a UK visitor. Our last night in the 
South Island was spent at Picton and next 
morning after another pleasant crossing of 
Cook Strait, we headed for home.

We had done 1,854 miles in 13 days. 
The Peugeot used 263.77 litres (58.022 
gallons) of 91 octane for an average 
consumption of 31.96 mpg, used no oil 
and only about 200ml of coolant – a most 
satisfying performance from the 40 year 
old 404. 

We had enjoyed a marvellous Vintage 
car rally and hope we can repeat it.  bw
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Armstrong Siddeley manufactured 
their last car in 1960. Ten years 
later the Armstrong Siddeley Car 

Club began, therefore ensuring that it 
really wasn’t over.

John Devenport Siddeley (JDS) was 
born in Cheshire in 1866 and it was his 
love of bicycles which led him into the 
motor industry.

In 1901 the first car badged with 
Siddeley was on the market. It was a 
Peugeot chassis, bodied in England and 
rebadged Siddeley. 

In 1902 the Siddeley Autocar Company 
was formed and from 1903 built cars to 
Siddeley’s design.

1905–1909 Siddeley worked for 
Wolseley and from 1908 the cars were 
badged Wolseley-Siddeley.

In 1910 Siddeley joined and became 
manager of the Deasy Motor Car Co and 
this is where his reputation for quality 
came out. A reporter once said the car was 
“as quiet and inscrutable as the sphinx”. 
Upon hearing this, Siddeley located one of 
these mythical Egyptian creatures flanking 
Cleopatra’s Needle on London’s Victoria 
Embankment, and from then on the 
Sphinx was used as the mascot.

The Siddeley was now famous for its 
quality of workmanship and top of the 
range good looks.

During the Great War, Siddeley-Deasy 
made aero engines (Puma and Tiger) and 
had their own aerodrome and factory in 
Whitley Abbey.

In 1919 John Siddeley merged with 
Armstrong Whitworth. A subsidiary 
company Armstrong Siddeley Motors was 
set up and the cars were badged Armstrong 
Siddeley from that time. 

These cars were the first to use the 
distinctive V shaped grill, which sloped to 
retain the look of the coffin nose of the 
earlier Siddeley-Deasy.

JDS was hugely impressed with the 
pre-select gearbox under development 
by W G Wilson. Armstrong Whitworth 
purchased Wilson-Pilcher in 1904 and the 
box was used in tanks with great success.

JDS formed the company Self Changing 
Gears around 1928. In 1928 Armstrong 
Siddeley fitted pre-select gearboxes in 
their own cars and sold them to other 
manufacturers. By this stage Armstrong 
Siddeley had factories covering 25 acres in 
Coventry.

In 1935 Sir John Siddeley, aged 70, sold 
his shares to Sopwith’s Hawker Aircraft 
firm. Armstrong Siddeley Motors became 
a subsidiary of the Hawker Siddeley 
Group. Right from the days of Siddeley-
Deasys the cars had an affiliation with 
aircraft production and this was a constant 
theme promoted in the advertising of the 
marque. For the duration of WWII aircraft 
manufacturers joined together for the war 
effort.

At the end of the war Armstrong 
Siddeley was one of the first off the rank 
with a totally new car. The Hurricane and 
Lancaster, then the Typhoon in 1946, the 
car models being named after the planes.

The Station coupe, Utility coupe, 
Whitley and Tempest followed, using 
basically the same chassis and with similar 
looks.

From 1952 to ‘59 a major advance was 
made with the introduction of the 346 
Sapphire, a real jewel in the collection. 
The sphinx mascot had two jet engines 
added to it, symbolising the Sapphire jet 
engine. These were truly regal cars and 
very classy.

In 1956-58 the 234 and 236 Sapphires 
came out and were quickly called baby 
Sapphires. From the outside they both 
looked the same but one had the six and 
the other the four cylinder motor. The 
dashes were different as well.

The numbers associated with the 346, 
236 and 234 all used the first two numbers 
to indicate litres, and the last the number 
of cylinders.

The last and best car to be manufac-
tured was the Star Sapphire, made from 
1958-60. Although it looks similar to the 
346 it has some major improvements; 
a larger engine, disc brakes and power 
steering.

IT’S NEVER REALLY OVER
Words Paul Hooper

By this stage Armstrong Siddeley was 
owned by Bristol Siddeley and funds 
were sucked up by development of the 
Concorde and Harrier. Bristol Siddeley 
also found they were making more money 
making Alpines for Rootes Group and 
Armstrong Siddeley production ceased on 
31 July 1960.

In my opinion these cars are one of the 
most under-rated makes on the road. Their 
looks and quality are exceptional. 

A Local Connection
Ten years after the last Armstrong was 

made, New Zealand formed its own Car 
Club in 1970.

The first time the beginnings of an 
Armstrong Club in New Zealand was 
brought up was at an ex-Navalman’s 
Association social. Those present included 
Les and Liddy Death, Les and Pat Anglis, 
Pat and Clerrie Groves and Alice and 
Peter Lewis.

The Club was started in Auckland on 
16 May 1970 and was formed with 51 
members. Australia and Great Britain had 
already started their own clubs.

These were definitely pioneering days 
and a huge amount of the work was carried 
out by Les Death. The first magazine came 
out in August 1971 and it shows the club 
had a great social and party atmosphere.

Wellington Branch was started in 
November 1970, Christchurch followed 
April 1971 and then Dunedin in August 
in 1973.

The network throughout the country 
for parts and information is great and with 
the advent of the internet there is the 
world wide web to help.

Truly a car that will never die.  bw

We will be holding our AGM in Kaikoura 
over Labour weekend 2010 and cars from 
all over the country will be there. On 
Saturday 23 October the cars will be parked 
at Kaikoura Motor Lodge, 16/18 Churchill St 
(SH1) from 9am till 1pm. All are welcome 
along to have a look.

The aim of the club is:
1.  To assist members in the 

restoration, preservation and 
maintenance of their vehicles.

2.  Establish a library of technical 
books.

3.  Establish a parts supply; even 
manufacturing parts to ensure cars 
are kept motoring.

4.  To create a social network where 
we can all meet to encourage the 
restoration of our cars to original 
condition.
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OVERHEATING ENGINE
Introducing a new generation coolant

ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR  BLOWS WATER OUT AFTER
RUNS  NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

ffti; liquid Intelligences

Boils at 190 deg c  - Water based coolants with no pressure — boil at 100 to 105 deg c 
and stop transferring heat from the engine to the radiator — our new liquid 
intelligence 115 coolant keeps transferring heat right up to 190 deg c . This coolant 
stays in contact with the hot metals (water doesn’t therefore  no more hot spots and 
no more cracks — Let  the engine go above 100 deg c — it can take it — some air 
cooled engines run up to 250 deg c.

Total Fill - Use instead of water — no water in system to eat away your alloy heads or 
rust your cylinder block. Get rid of as much water as possible, any water that is left will 
mix in but will reduce the 190 deg boiling point.

High thermal efficiency  - 30% above water based coolants (contact between coolant 
and engine ) as good as any water wetter.

Long Life  - 7 years or 500,000 kms.

Harmless  - Harmless to all alloys — hoses — plastics — radiators — solders — gaskets 
— etc. independantly tested, OEM and Australian standards. Nitrate, Borate, 
phosphate, silicate free to meet European, Japanese and USA coolant standards.

Inhibitors  - Contains long life hybrid organic inhibitors (for extra protection).

Pressure  - No pressure needed to achieve the 190 deg c boiling point, so reduced 
stress on radiator, frost plugs, tanks, hoses etc. Viscosity - No viscosity problems 
— just tip it in — freezes at -56 deg c.

DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR ENGINE!

For further info or technical data etc, 
call Roy King toll free 

0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME
1L, 5L or 10L containers $31.50 incl GST per litre, plus freight.
email roylking@xtra.co.nz   www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

Remember, one good overheat and your valuable engine is stuffed
Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.thecarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
CAR MUSEUM

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre
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After reading the recent article 
in Beaded Wheels 303 about the 
repairs to an H6 Hispano-Suiza 

I was prompted to look up some of the 
records held in the Auckland V and VCC 
library on H-S cars we had here in the 
1950s and 1960s. Our founder secretary, 
Chet Parker, had collected a three page 
questionnaire from owner members in 
1956. From these and a road test written by 
Norm Adams in Beaded Wheels September 
1960, and some help from Mark Jennings, 
John Rummery and Maurice Hendry we 
are able to cobble together the story of four 
cars in Auckland. 

The oldest was an H6b 5 seater sedan 
owned from new by Ernest Ross. Ernie 
claimed the car was a 21st birthday present 
from his parents in December 1919 but 
our research shows that the car was a 
1924 model. All H-S cars had coachbuilt 

bodies and this one was built by Jackson 
and Collins in Sydney for £800 on a 12 ft 
wheelbase chassis costing £2,300 - a lot of 
money in those days. It was supplied with 
a 6 cylinder, 100 x 140 engine exactly as 
described in Alan Wylie’s article but on 
20" tyres and with four wheel brakes. The 
car had travelled 900,000 miles (most of it 
in Australia) when Mr Ross wrote up the 
questionnaire and he stated that it had 
been fitted with five sets of rings, five sets 
of brake shoes, and eight clutch facings 
during this time. Many remember the car 
parked in Queen St in the 1940s when 
all-day parking was possible around the 
Town Hall area. After an accident around 
1955 it lay derelict in Blockhouse Bay until 
Gordon Brotherston bought it from the 
Ross family. He moved it to Wanganui 
where it was repaired and then entered 
in the 1965 Haast Rally. The car changed 

hands again and appeared at the Nelson 
Rally in 1972 in Gavin Bain’s hands. 

The second Hispano-Suiza car in 
Auckland was a 1929 H6c imported 
post-war by Ken Hemus and sold to Thayer 
Fairburn of Titirangi who did a 3½ year 
restoration of the 4-door Franay of Paris 
Convertible on the 8 litre, 12' 3" wheelbase 
car. With wind-up windows and a glass 
partition between front and rear, the driver 
and passengers could enjoy the best of all 
weathers. With polished aluminium discs 
covering the wire wheels it was an easy car 
to keep clean and attractive. We did not 
see much of the car on club runs and when 
Mr Fairburn became engrossed in the 
research of his book, The Orpheus Disaster, 
he sold the car to Alan Lake in Hamilton 
(later Christchurch). In his Beaded Wheels 
road test Norm Adams called it The Zenith 
of Vintage Motoring. 

The third resident of Auckland in this 
review was (and still is) owned by Mark 
Jennings who bought his 1924 H6c 8 litre 
car in Jamaica more than 50 years ago. I 
first saw the car in Carlaw Park Lane in 
the 1960s when Mark started a cylinder 
head repair shop behind George Cain’s 
Welding Works. It had a rough two seater 
body on it then and Mark told me it had 
been driven by Glen Kidston in the UK 
in its prime when the car originally had 
a two door sports saloon body by Hooper 
on its short chassis. When Mark had it 
rebodied in Wellington he chose a two 
door four seat roadster model. Mark has 
raced the car at Pukekohe occasionally 
and he took it to the 1980 International 
Rally in Rotorua. 

The fourth car was down to a very low 
condition when it was discovered in 

Auckland’s four Hispanos
Words Barry Robert

The Ross car as it was for the Haast Rally in 1965. Photo: Frank McClare.

The Jennings car as it was in Auckland. Photo: 
Maurice Hendry.

The survivor, the Jennings car as it is today. Photo: Maurice Hendry.
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Sandringham, Auckland. Ron Moses who 
had a Daimler saloon was approached by 
“a man” who said he had the remains of 
an old car in his garage and he wanted it 
removed asap. Ron gathered together a 
team of club members and the car was 
taken to Roy Cope’s garage in Glen Eden. 
After a while Roy realised it was beyond 
his restoration resources and passed it on 
to John Rummery, a school teacher fresh 
out of university. John found that the 1924 
H6b 6.6 litre car came to New Zealand 
with a saloon body in about 1928 for a 
farmer in Wanganui, who used it until a 
fire destroyed the bodywork. It was then 
taken to Hawke’s Bay where a Buick sedan 
body was fitted and the wheels were 
changed to wood spoke split rim because 
the correct size tyres were unavailable. It 
was in this form that it came to Auckland 
and “the man” in Sandringham came into 
the picture. After a period of research the 
car was stored in Hastings while John took 
off on his OE to North America and 
Europe where he found most of the parts 
necessary to put the car back to what it 
should have been. After returning to New 
Zealand John had a Labourdette style 
(four seat tourer) body made in Auckland 
and got the car on its wheels ready for 
trim, upholstery, hood, windscreen and a 
complete engine rebuild. (John had the 
engine running). This sort of work could 
not be done on a teacher’s salary so the car 
was sold to Switzerland where the job was 
completed. The accompanying photos are 
all as the cars were at the time. Most of 
them have changed a lot during the years 
(and owners) that followed, but that is 
another story.  bw

The Rummery car after it was completed in 
Switzerland.

The second car in Auckland. The Fairburn H6c 
8 Litre. Photograph: Barry McKay.

Under the new 
ownership of

Pukekohe

NEw ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE Of pISTON RINGS fOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS
wE CAN mAkE CuSTOm RINGS fOR mOST

CARS, TRuCkS & SmALL ENGINES
Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
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45TH ANNUAL MAUNGA 
MOANA RALLY
Taranaki Branch 

Words and photos Colin Johnston 

Predicament, the Ronald Hugh Morrison 
film was shot in Eltham and Predicament 
was there again on 24 April 2010 on the 
day of the 45th Annual Maunga-Moana 
Rally. Eltham township was turned into a 
mass of different makes of cars including 
Veteran, Vintage, Post Vintage and P60Vs 
including all types of cars and commer-
cials. They were all looking for an elusive 
little lane off Bridge Street using straight 
line navigation during the morning section 
of the rally. This rally is the major car rally 
of our branch and this year it started in 
the south Taranaki town of Hawera with 
79 entries, an excellent turnout consid-
ering the closeness of the Easter weekend 
rallies.

We had easy written instructions to get 
us around the town and then out into the 
beautiful lush Taranaki farmlands with 
sealed roads in excellent conditions. The 
route had several different speed changes 
and we had to navigate around the streets 
of Normanby where we had to keep our 
wits about us as the straight ahead rule 
applied at certain intersections. 

After working out the course the 
entrants were able to continue on with 
the rally. This straight line section was 
absolutely correct and organiser John 
Muter should be congratulated for a well 
thought out part of the rally that put 
a little spice into a great weekend. We 
then followed tulip diagrams for a few 
miles then back on to written instructions. 
The lunch stop was held at the Stratford 

showgrounds. After an hour’s break we 
continued with the afternoon section with 
a pleasant drive out east of Stratford, an 
untimed section. All we had to do was 
look out for the elusive silent checks. The 
rally finished at the newly opened Hub 
sports centre in Hawera where the dinner 
and prize giving was enjoyed.

NORTHLAND 
MOTORCYCLE RALLY
Northland Branch 

Saturday 22 May 2010 

Words ands Photos Terry Lambess

Over 65 motorcycles and riders gathered 
at the Northland Branch clubrooms to 
receive their instructions. 

Riders were given a true Northland 
rally, passing through Whangarei then 

following the inner harbour shoreline out 
to Parua Bay. Here the route turned inland 
and climbed up and crossed over Mt Tiger 
Road with views overlooking the city and 
harbour. We descended to the coastal 
towns of Ngunguru, Tutukaka, Matapouri, 
Woolleys and Sandy Bay – no wind, blue 
sea and sky – magnificent motorcycling!

After leaving Sandy Bay we travelled 
inland through rural surroundings to 
the Hikurangi Swamp area followed to 
the lunch stop at the Poroti Pub. The 
afternoon included a lengthy visit to 
the Craw Collection, one of the largest 
collections of motorcycles in Northland. 
Over 65 bikes including Brough-Superior, 
Coventry-Eagle, Norton, Velocette 
Valiant, Velocette Thruxton, and 
Velocette LE’s, all roadworthy. This fasci-
nating collection also includes an example 
of nearly every Packard model made plus 
many other vehicles.

Thanks to John Rummery and team for 
an enjoyable rally. 

RALLY SNIPPETS

Taranaki: Don and Noeline Huggins Auckland 1935 Dodge Coupe.

Taranaki: Rally Starter Ian 
Bleakley with Anthony Wilson and 
the Model A.

Taranaki: Doug and Marilyn 
Surgenor all ready to go in their 1926 
Buick.

Northland:  
Left: Athol Geddes, Peter West-Hill starting riders. 
Bottom Left: Cam Francis at speed on his Arny–
Indian.
Below: The bike we all wanted when we were 
young, now they’re too expensive.
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rallysnippets

INAUGURAL VINTAGE 
ONLY RALLY
Hawke’s Bay Branch 

March 2010

Words Ann Paterson and photos Mary 
Collins

On a bright and hot Hawke’s Bay day 
25 Vintage cars with keen drivers and 
navigators met in the shade of the trees at 
Cornwell Park Hastings eagerly anticipating 
the day’s journey – a Vintage Only day.

Once route instructions were handed 
out, participants were given the responsi-
bility to start at their allotted time. The 
run, set by Diane and Geoff Quarrie, was 
to be approximately 80 miles.

The instructions also gave local history 
and points of interest, the first part had a 
‘time trial’ built in.

Bridge Pa was the first small settlement 
we passed through, then down Valley 
Road where early settlers had built a canal 
lined with walnut and quince trees, farmed 
Clydesdale horses, Shorthorn cattle, 
Lincoln, Leicester and Merino sheep. The 
time trial section ended before we got to 
the top of the Burma Road which had 
magnificent views of the Lake Poukawa 
Basin and surrounding farm land. After 
slowly wending our way down hill it was 
a short way down SH2 before we turned 
off into Horonui Road. We were fortunate 
to be able to travel on a private roadway 
through Poukawa Station until back on 
tarseal to Pakipaki where we passed a 
lovely old stone church and the newer 
Catholic church.

We passed the Bridge Pa Aerodrome 
which was the second registered air club 
in New Zealand and had played a major 

support role during the 1931 Hawke’s Bay 
Earthquake.

Ngatarawa Winery was the lunch stop. 
It is one of New Zealand’s earliest boutique 
wineries and has a marvellous picnic area 
with a large lily pond with five fountains 
that was once a pool to train horses in. 
We all parked along under the shade and 
enjoyed a relaxed picnic lunch and chat, 
some took the opportunity to have a wine 
tasting.

The afternoon section took us through 
the Gimlet Gravels vineyards, planted on 
the old Ngarororo River bed and then over 
the Fernhill Bridge to Taihape Road. We 
turned into Ohiti Road through vineyards 
and farm land, then we followed Matapiro 
Road back onto the Taihape Road 
through Omahu village to Links Road. 
Most participants followed the instruc-
tions given and the road signs, but a few 
thought they knew better and went the 
usual way back to the branch clubrooms 
and missed the final check.

A wonderful day, sunshine, old cars, 
the Hawke’s Bay countryside and marvel-
lous views, a yummy meal and people to 
share the experience with. What a great 
day’s motoring in our Vintage cars.

AUCkLAND PV PWV 
RALLY
Auckland Branch 

Words and photos John Stokes

Postwar vehicles certainly dominated 
this year’s PV PW rally with only nine 
of the 38 or so entrants from the prewar 
era. There were 11 postwar entrants, 17 
P60 vehicles and one P80, a 1980 Holden 
Premier V8 entered by Colin and Pam Bell 

which Colin brought new in 1980. New 
member Chris Kite had a very authentic 
1937 Ford Y out for the day. At least a 
quarter of the entries were sporting marques 
ranging from Ellie Pye’s 1970 E Type Jaguar 
to Mike Moffatt’s Jaguar XK140 DHC, a 
bevy of MG Bs an MG TD, two Morgans, a 
Sunbeam Alpine, an Austin-Healey Sprite 
and an Allard Model L. Motorcycles were 
represented by a 1972 Honda 350, a ‘55 
BSA Golden Flash and a 1942 Indian. Gary 
Bax and Murray Atkinson provided the 
only commercial entry in a ‘46 Ford Jailbar 
pickup.

The run started at the Oratia Settlers 
Hall and entrants were soon travelling 
out the back of Henderson and Swanson 
and into the Waitakere area. An instruc-
tional trap in Simpson Road may have 
caught a few and might have caught more 
if a manned check had been there. Some 
straight line navigation between Bethells 
and Muriwai had to be watched as we were 
told that No Exit roads didn’t exist and 
they usually do in straight line navigation. 
Lunch was at the Waimauku RSA.

An instruction in Waimauku after 
lunch caused some confusion but once 
sorted it was an easy run from Waimauku 
to Kaukapakapa, Dairy Flat, Coatesville, 
Riverhead, Taupaki and Swanson to the 
finish in Oratia. Altogether it was an 
enjoyable hundred or so miles of rallying. 
Thanks to plotters Errol and Linda 
McAlpine and the extended McAlpine 
family marshals and the Ball and Morris 
family marshals. Winners Paul and Kath 
Collins (North Shore Branch) in their 
1938 Chevrolet. Second place went to 
John and Janice Gardner in their 1953 
Ford Prefect. 

Hawke’s Bay: Inaugural Hawke’s Bay Vintage Rally.



16th ANNUAL BALCAIRN 
TRIAL
Banks Peninsula Branch 

??? 2010

Words Craig Cowie, photos John McDonald

The slippery fields and slopes of the 
Fleming’s farm at Balcairn, North of 
Christchurch, again beckoned the faithful 
to the 16th annual Banks Peninsula Branch 
Balcairn Trial, as always something to look 
forward to during a somewhat inclement 
spell of winter weather. This is the second 
of the South Island Championship rounds, 
following the West Coast and preceding 
the Blenheim and Nelson rounds. 

Speaking of weather, arrangements 
made regarding this sometimes unpre-
dictable commodity were completely 
satisfactory, a long period of rain and cold 
with barely discernable sunlight at any 
time in the weeks prior to the event were 
succeeded by a fine and even occasion-
ally sunny day for the trial itself and gave 
promise of ideal conditions, duly delivered.

Twenty-eight keen and presumably 
misguided souls, including regulars from 
further up, down and over the Island, 
turned up bright and early, finely fettled 
machinery at the ready. Three classes were 
represented this year; short wheelbase 
registered (class A), short wheelbase non 
registered (B) and long wheelbase regis-
tered (C). Austin 7s in various forms 
predominated as one would expect in any 
field of quality cars, though it is consid-
ered unlikely that Sir Herbert would 
have recognised any but two variations. 
Morris was represented (we were reliably 
informed) by distinctly non-catalogued 
type and Fords of the vaguely 10 and T 
variety rounded the field out.

Six tests were run, four before and two 
after lunch, each with 20 points available. 
Some tests had been eased a little this 
year in deference to the limited tractive 
qualities of thoroughly waterlogged clay. 
This enabled more clean runs than last 
year, possibly too many, but maybe a better 
compromise than the too few last year. As 
always, the tests generally favoured those 
with early start numbers, but rotating 
orders evened matters out reasonably 
during the day. 

Starting with the usual run, Thistle Do, 
indicated a generally even field, though 
the incumbent champion Geoff Owen in 
the Ford 10 Special gave early notice by 
topping the list at 17 points. Within three 
points, 19 angry Austins bayed at his heels, 
a frightening thought and enough to break 
a lesser man! 

Test two, Mount Pisa had been eased 
on the basis of the quagmire produced last 
year and this was one test that definitely 
favoured the early starters, though it was 
passable to the end as evidenced by fine 
late runs by Alan Braid and Des Plummer 
in their 7s. They obviously hadn’t listened 
to the doomsayers.

Test three, Jelf’s Shelf promised some 
intrigue and for a while provided it. This 
was run in the opposite direction than has 
been the practice as a stream had decided 
to share the course. This was one test that 
a very early number didn’t help in the 
slightest as no clear route presented itself. 
The first five runners tried variations, 
none of them correct and several quite 
spectacular. Donald Williamson managed 
to get wrong wheels in wrong ruts which 
resulted in his Austin elevating a rear 
wheel in a manoeuvre reminiscent of a dog 
marking its territory. It wasn’t until Peter 

Henry in Stevie One-Door, the legendary 
one door Ruby navigated a course through 
the first section that a reliable route to 
the comparatively simpler second half 
was identified. Unfortunately Peter and a 
number of others found marker 12 to be 
inconveniently placed. Avon Hyde solved 
this problem by going round the wrong side 
of it, though to be fair; he did manage to 
avoid contact. Phil Mauger in the Austin 
Climax took the more direct route, straight 
over top and at that point marker 12, 
a fairly substantial metal object, disap-
peared and despite intensive searches and 
Police divers being mobilised, was never 
seen again. Phil’s car was searched in a 
final attempt, but success evaded us. The 
committee will discuss compensation when 
we next meet! 

The fourth test, Wild Irishman proved 
in fact to be rather a tame one, the 
unexpected sunlight simplifying matters 
a little too much, but after a relaxed 
and convivial lunch, Newell’s Nemesis, 
otherwise known as test five defeated all. 
Had such a prize been available, John 
Stanley would have been awarded the prize 
for most persistent. His protracted climb 
at a rate barely discernable provided good 
entertainment per yard for the spectators 
and per point for John. 

Overheard on this test was the observa-
tion that Peter Henry’s Austin, previously 
thought to be afflicted with an intermit-
tent low, medium and high speed misfire, 
was actually fitted with an advanced 
traction control system which caused it 
to cough at strategic intervals and regain 
traction when all seemed lost. This theory, 
accepted by all present, explained at a 
stroke his unlikely good results for the last 
ten years. 

Banks Peninsula: Damon Page a study in concentration at the wheel of the Austin Swallow, owner 
Brad Govan watches from the passenger seat.

David Owens in  father Geoff’s Ford 10 special.
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The final test, Highlander’s Desire, was 
a flat run over boggy ground and usually 
prone to cutting up rather dramatically. 
Unfortunately it didn’t do this until near 
the end and scores were consistently high. 

While all this was going on, Geoff 
Owen and Des Plummer were quietly 
amassing points, the key as ever being 
consistency. Brad Govan, always a 
contender came in a little behind them 
and these three made up the first three 
places overall and in class B. Class A 
was closely contested a bit further down 
the field with a three way tie between 
Donald Williamson, John Fowler and 
Bob Milne, all Austin 7 mounted. John 
Stanley was also awarded first place on 
the day due to a mathematical error on 
the organiser’s part, so his award has 
since been reallocated as ‘best looking 
car and driver combination’. Whether 
this accolade is deserved will be left to 
the reader’s judgment. Barry Elcock and 
Peter Henry were awarded class C and top 
saloon awards, not necessarily a surprise 
as they were the only entries and this 
enabled them to be awarded before the 
trial actually commenced. The aim of 
the day was met, good inexpensive fun 
and good company with optional levels 
of competitiveness and enough mud for 
everyone. We look forward to the other 
South Island rounds and welcome new 
entrants in the years to come. 

  bw

David Owens in  father Geoff’s Ford 10 special. Avon Hyde.

Gordon Routledge
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John Edward May 
Marlborough Branch

John was accepted as a member of the 
Marlborough Branch at the January 1959 
meeting of the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand. He has held various positions 
within the branch and his contribution 
to the branch and its activities has been 
greatly appreciated over the years.

His extensive knowledge about the 
history of the province and its vehicles 
has been of enormous help in providing 
information for our displays. His research 
is always very thorough and the informa-
tion he provides is second to none. He has 
made and laminated display cards for many 
of our exhibits, a job which is ongoing.

John is also currently working on the 
history of garages within Marlborough, 
which will be of great value to not only 
us, but also the people of Marlborough. 
He has done extensive research into this 
and has contacted many people to obtain 
the necessary information. This has been 
a time consuming job, but one which he 
has been very happy to do. We are very 
fortunate to have a member of John’s 
calibre.

After John’s long service and many 
achievements, there is one enterprise of 
which he is justifiably proud. The 13th 
International Rally 1972’s crowning event 
was a 24hr Le Mans type relay. While 
this was hectic enough for the entrants, 
it represented a huge effort on the part of 
John and his team. He still shudders at the 
work and organisation needed and laments 
the fact that under current bureaucracy, an 
event like this is unlikely to ever happen 
again. What an achievement!

John has restored two very desirable cars 
and still motors regularly in his Chrysler. 
It is good to see him still enjoying his 
motoring activities.

Bill Inglis
Hawke’s Bay 
Branch 

After leaving 
school  Bi l l 
approached Charlie 
Black (a founda-
tion member of 
the Hawke’s Bay 
Branch) to ask 

if there were any old Austin Sevens for 
sale. Charlie told him that he would never 
get an old Austin 7 back to the farm 

at Ashley Clinton but, luckily for him, 
Charlie and his brother Doug had their 
old ‘ACME Service’ Bradford van for sale 
which Bill bought. Bill joined the Hawke’s 
Bay Branch of the Vintage Car Club in 
September 1960 and then acquired a 1922 
Willys Knight from another foundation 
member, Des Hunter.

After coming back from National 
Service in 1963, Bill bought a 1930 Delage, 
restored it and added a new tourer body 
built by Bill Janes and Richard Stanley. 
He kept this vehicle for many years and 
enjoyed participating in the 1965 Haast 
Rally. Bill and Sue took their three month 
old baby to the international rally in 
Nelson in 1972. A lot of Bill’s time was 
taken up with farming in Central Hawke’s 
Bay but he and Sue were able to take some 
time off to participate in several other 
major rallies. 

In 1992 the Delage was sold and then 
came a 1970 MG B and later an Alvis 
Silver Eagle bought from David Gamble. 
Bill sold the Alvis and purchased a 1936 
Lagonda which he still has along with the 
MG B. 

Because of his farming situation Bill 
has never been able to hold any positions 
within the Club, but he has always been a 
willing marshal and helper over the years.

Bill says that being a member of the 
Club has been a wonderful experience. He 
and Sue have met people from all over the 
world, from all sorts of backgrounds that 
they would not ordinarily ever get to meet.

Having retired to Napier, Bill now has 
the time to enjoy club runs on a regular 
basis.

Lionel Priest 
Hawke’s Bay Branch

Lionel joined the Hawke’s Bay Branch 
of the Vintage Car Club in 1960 with 
the first branch meeting that he attended 
being held in a cabin owned by branch 
member Alan Loudoun, at Awatoto, 
Napier, not far from the present clubrooms. 
The first car he bought was a 1930 Ford 
Model A coupe which he rallied exten-
sively with his wife Judy and their children.

Lionel became interested in the wider 
picture and became Branch Delegate 
attending Executive meetings where he 
quickly got the reputation of being a bit of 
a “stirrer”. 

Lionel held several positions at branch 
level over the years including Secretary for 

a total of six years and was Chairman when 
he was elected to the position of National 
President of the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand at the AGM in 1977, taking over 
from the late Norm Skevington. Lionel 
held this position for 4 years.

In early 1980 Lionel was the 
Rally Director for the successful 21st 
International Rally held in Rotorua. 
Members still talk of this rally and how 
great it was. This was to be the last of the 
International rallies as there was a conflict 
with FIVA, who put restrictions on the 
number of entrants for future international 
rallies held in NZ. Lionel was still National 
President at this time and the Pan Pacific 
rallies were initiated to allow all VCC 
members to participate no matter what 
the numbers were. He was also involved 
with the first Pan Pacific Rally in 1986 in 
Christchurch.

Lionel was also the driving force behind 
Hawke’s Bay Branch’s 21st celebrations in 
1980. Lionel helped organise the rally as 
well as the entertainment, which went off 
with a ‘bang’ and nearly had the police and 
fire brigade involved.

Lionel has also owned an 1928 Austin 
7 Top Hat saloon, 1928 Plymouth, 1926 
Master Six Buick tourer, 1929 Ford Model 
A pickup, and a Hillman Straight 8. 

Lionel’s enthusiasm for cars also applies 
to his passion for the theatre, an interest 
which has kept him and Judy very busy 
over the last 20 odd years. 

Although not now an active member, 
Lionel still takes a keen interest in 
the activities of the Club and keeps a 
monitoring eye over proceedings and 
happenings within the Branch. It is 
his intention to get back into Vintage 
motoring one day. 

50 YeAr AwArdS 

Dianne Quarrie presents Lionel Priest with his 50 
year award.
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Joe Marsden
Bay of Plenty Branch 

Joe Marsden and his wife Norma 
became involved with old cars in the 
late fifties when they lived in Cambridge. 
Joe joined the Waikato Branch of the 
VCC on 20 April 1960 and bought a 
1922/23 Austin 12/4 tourer which had only 
had two previous owners. They began to 
enter various rallies and as time went by, 
their two children acted as navigator and 
observer, helping Joe and Norma to win 
a Double 50 Rally. Joe had been instru-
mental in designing and organising this 
popular event, run by the Waikato Branch.

In 1993 Joe and Norma moved to 
Tauranga and transferred membership to 
the Bay of Plenty Branch. The reliable 
Austin had been rallied for many years 
entering over 100 events. Joe and the 
family always enjoyed entering the Hunua 
100 and did so for 21 consecutive years, 
winning the event at their last attempt.

During his time as a member of the 
Waikato Branch, Joe had been a diligent 
and contributing member, by serving the 
branch in various capacities. Committee 
member 1963-64, branch treasurer 
1964-1969, committee member 1969-1971, 
branch president 1971-1973 and 1975-1976, 
committee member 1976-1977 and 
newsletter editor 1989-1990. He was also 
instrumental in the Branch buying the 
old Patetonga School building and moving 
it to Thornton Road, Cambridge. He has 
also written countless Rally Reports and 
Branch Notes for Beaded Wheels. 

The family has enjoyed taking part in 
major rallies and a highlight for them was 
a South Island tour, driving the Austin 
through the Molesworth from Blenheim to 
Hanmer Springs. 

Joe sold the Austin and acquired his 
Alvis SB Speed 20 saloon in 1971. The car 
rested by the side of their house for a while 
and eventually Joe and Norma were able to 
undertake a meticulous rebuild. The high 
standard of presentation achieved on the 
Alvis over the years has been the envy of 
many people and Joe was invited to show 
the car in the Concours arena at the 2003 
Ellerslie Car Show, Auckland

At home Joe and Norma have a display 
cabinet festooned with VCC Rally plaques 
as testimony to their dedication to VCC 
events over the last fifty years, making 
many lifelong friends. 

Ray Ivin 
Horowhenua Branch

Ray joined the Wellington Branch of 
the VCC in 1959. One of his early rallies 
was with his family in a 1939 Chrysler, 
which was their modern car. His first club 
car was a 1926 Model T tourer, followed 
over the years by a 1930 Model A tourer, 
a 1926 Model T 2 door sedan and a couple 
of Morris 8s. His current cars are a Model 
T raceabout, a 1929 Model A tourer and a 
1930 Model A Sport Coupe.

Ray was Wellington Branch Chairman 
in 1962 and 1963, and was on the 
Wellington Branch Committee from 

1961-1964 and again in 1981 and 1982. Ray 
was Committee Chairman for the Antique 
Motor Show held in the Wellington Town 
Hall in September 1964, and was also 
involved with another Antique Motor 
Show at Avery Motors from the 30 Sept 
to 3 Oct 1971. In November 1970, Ray 
and Pam McLean did a re-enactment of a 
1912 Wellington to Auckland Ford T trip 
in a 1915 Model T from the Southward 
Collection.

In April 1967 the Wellington Branch 
purchased the Khandallah Bus Barn, 
which was taken down, transported to 
the present clubrooms site at Petone, and 
rebuilt. Ray was part of the member-
ship team who undertook this mammoth 
project. The new clubrooms were officially 
opened in August 1972.

Ray and Nita, who are joint members, 
joined Horowhenua Branch when they 
retired to Levin about 1985. Nita has 
always supported Ray, and taken a part in 
Club events. Ray has been a very active 
Horowhenua member and continues to 
motor his Vintage cars as often as he 
can. Despite some health problems, Ray 
continues to stir members along as he 
has always done! He still participates in 
rallies when possible and also takes part 
in work around the clubrooms, which is 
much appreciated. It is very difficult to 
keep a good man down!

 
 bw

name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______
Renewal sent to: (if different from above):

name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______

a great gift idea

subscribe today & save
why not treat someone special to a gift that lasts all year? by becoming a subscriber to Beaded Wheels you 
can save 10% on the newstand price and guarantee that you don’t miss a single issue at the same time. 

 subscription form

Please send a subscription for

 6 issues - new Zealand $39 (inc p&p)

 6 issues - Australia nZ$70

 6 issues - elsewhere nZ$100 

Payment by   Cheque 

  Credit Card  expiry date: __ /__ /
 Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card number    

name on Card:_________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: __________________________________________________

Beaded Wheels

Post to: freePoST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P o box 13140, Christchurch 8141



28 Beaded Wheels

BRASS NOTES 
Words Diane Ross   

Although winter days are not conducive to Veteran 
motoring, restorations continue. Wayne Richards from 
Hawke’s Bay is coming along nicely with the Oldsmobile, 

the bones of which came from the estate of John Benton almost 
two years ago. The body is done as are the motor, chassis and 
gearbox. Wayne manufactured the gearbox and crankshaft from 
scratch.

In Christchurch Bob Hayes is working on a 1903 L.E.M.S. 
(stands for London Electro Mobile Syndicate) even with my 
limited technical knowledge I was able to deduce that this is an 
electric car. Further research tells me that it’s a very light tubular 
framed two seater chain drive runabout with tiller steering and a 
maximum speed of 12mph. The mechanics were well engineered 
of typical old English design. The original voltage was 24 but Bob 
is on the lookout for a replacement motor of 36 or 48 volts and an 
ammeter panel. The range per charge was 40 miles. The bones of 
the particular one that Bob is working on were found in the UK 
and all the original numbers and paper work came with it. There 
are two others in museums; one in the USA and the other in 
Germany. The wire wheels, chassis, universal and diff are done. 
It’s not surprising that there wasn’t a body but Bob has a 1898 
Peugeot that can be adapted to do the job. The body will be very 
elaborate, all wood with cane inserts but no problem for Bob who 
has been the Canterbury Branch’s Restoration of the Year winner 
with four prior restorations.

Jim Baird from Taranaki has a cabinet maker working on the 
body for his 1916 colonial bodied Buick. The original was in a very 
bad state so the rebuild hasn’t been a simple task but is progressing 
nicely.

Glenis and Ray Miller from North Canterbury who own the 
1918 Hudson featured in Beaded Wheels 300, are running a three 
day Prince Henry Tour in February, finishing in Ashburton a day 
before the National Veteran Rally, see details on page 43 of this 
issue.

A reader has given me an article on early beach racing in 
New Zealand. After the 1918 war ended a “love that motor car” 
mania swept the world. New Zealand wasn’t left out, only here 
the roads were either river, shingle or raw clay and mud tracks. 
About the only outlet for the new craze was hill climbing or racing 
the express train from Auckland to Wellington. The train track 
passed through many small towns so it didn’t take long for the 
authorities to clamp down and the runs ceased abruptly. Motor 
sport however caught on elsewhere and beaches became the 

racetracks of the enthusiasts. This wasn’t easy. The hard black 
iron sands on the west coast of Auckland provided fifty miles of 
track with the tumultuous breakers from the Tasman Sea on one 
side while the other side was soft sand. If one side of the car hit 
the water or the other hit the soft sand you tipped over immedi-
ately and there wasn’t much room to turn round. The first official 
beach race for New Zealand was held in 1922 and several of the 
cars would have been from the Veteran era with such names as 
Chandler, Hudson, Cadillac, Baby Grand Chevrolet, Vauxhall 
and Packard featured. The Packard was a 1918 Twin Six driven by 
Selwyn Craig, the first Packard to be imported into New Zealand 
as the official car for Governor General, Lord Jellicoe. The car had 
been burnt out, something Twin Sixes were prone to do, having 
a pressurised carburettor hanging between two red-hot exhaust 
manifolds. Selwyn obtained the remains, built a light racing 
body, fitted wire wheels and designed an ingenious modification 
to the gearbox giving the car a much higher top speed. Mason 
and Porter, an Auckland firm took out the low and reverse gears 
and made two new gears that reversed the low gear ratio making 
a very effective overdrive. The car could now do 100mph. In the 
race Craig got away to a bad start having no low gear but by the 
end of the first lap of twelve and a half miles he had passed all the 
field except the Hudson and reached the turn at too high a speed. 
That, combined with the length of the Packard, forced him into 
a double spin. Although he didn’t come to a complete stop it did 
cost him time. The Chandler got into the soft sand and at the 
second turn the Hudson and Packard had left the field behind. 
Another spin from the Packard left the Hudson half a mile ahead 
but the Baby Grand was catching up fast. The Hudson still in the 
lead overheated and started to slow, allowing the Packard to pass 
followed by a Cadillac. Craig crossed the finishing line doing over 
100mph disappearing off down the beach from where he eventu-
ally returned to receive the victor’s laurels. His average speed was 
76mph. During the race the oil boiled in the Packard gearbox 
owing to the heat generated by the high speed of the shafts.  
The riding mechanic had to hold the lever in gear until it got too 
hot for his hands and pliers had to be used. This is the car now 
owned by Tom Cloudesley in Christchurch and featured in Beaded 
Wheels 279.

Ashley and Gwen Bell from Invercargill were the overall 
winners of the SI Easter Rally in Christchurch, Ashley has kindly 
written the following article on the restoration of their 1912 
Renault.

38 Keenans road 
  rd 2, Ashburton 
  randross@kinect.co.nz

1903 LEMS electric.

Jim Baird’s colonial bodied 1916 Buick. 1898 Peugeot body.



Some years ago, about 1975, I was driving across Invercargill 
with the Southland Branch Patron, Ray Lindsay, when he 
mentioned that he was going to sell all his spare AX Renault 
parts and had almost enough to build a whole car. I viewed the 
parts, agreed on a price and the deal was done. A few bits were 
missing and a few were in abundance and made good swap value. 
The motor was complete and still mounted on the front part of an 
original chassis that had been used to drive a saw bench. A quick 
flick of the crank was all that was required to produce that lovely 
distinctive uneven beat as the crankshaft throws are 180 degrees 
apart. Over the next few years we gradually built a car from the 
pile of pieces, rather like a phoenix that rose from the ashes. The 
carburettor was wrong (it was from a Model T) and a 4 cylinder 
magneto was fitted. The first season’s rallying was completed 
without even changing the oil. For the first couple of years we 
used a French Zenith carburettor but eventually obtained enough 
parts to build up an original Renault one. A body was built 
using a seat from a Fafnir car that had been dismantled during 
WWI when European cars were unfashionable. I obtained this 
in exchange for a brake overhaul on a member’s Model A Ford. 
The rear axle shafts were built up and machined to do away with 
the original parallel splines and the brake drums machined out 
to taper to suit. The brake drum friction surfaces were machined 
while mounted at the rear of the gearbox main-shaft. Modern 
Hardy Spicer universal joints were fitted to the ends of an original 
drive shaft. The diff is completely standard and every bearing 
has been replaced with the exception of the front main that is 
original. The rear main housing was original and bored out to 
suit A70 cam bearings which were the required size. The big end 
bearings I remetalled with a soldering bolt and machined to size 
using Ray McCullough’s con rod boring machine. I wanted to 
keep the compression ratio standard in the interests of reliability 
as the connecting rods are only a little thicker than a male index 
finger. After a little research I fitted aluminium alloy pistons 
from an E model Vauxhall. These required a little modification 
but finished up with much thicker gudgeon pins giving a much 
bigger wearing surface. The clutch is still the original cone type 
although the leather friction material has been renewed and has 
given no trouble except for an occasional minor adjustment. The 
clutch release fork has been modified to improve the leverage 
and make it more controllable. Steering box is standard and the 
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1912 renault AX
Words and photos Ashley Bell

steering wheel was re-wooded. A new bonnet was manufactured 
locally by Allan Black who said it would be easier and cheaper 
than repairing the old one, although he did use the existing brass 
inserts. In 1984 we thought of entering the famous Whangarei 
Tour so consequently had to build a hood and screen as we didn’t 
trust the North Island weather. This proved to be a wise decision 
as we only had the hood up twice on the whole trip, both times in 
the other island once on the last day when it was somewhat damp. 
I remember the late Jack Newell saying to someone that he wished 
that he had our hood. He used to call our car a Clockwork Mouse 
and they do look a little like that. The top part of the hood was 
replaced last year so it has not done too badly. The back part of 
the seat still has the original diamond pleated leather upholstery 
although the squab has been recovered by the late Ken Rillstone. 
Royal blue was chosen for the colour as we thought it would show 
off the brass to advantage. The headlights, purchased from the 
Horopito wrecking company were badly beaten up. A Lucas tail 
light came from Keith Thompson at Tuatapere in exchange for 
a spare gearbox, and his father panelbeated all three lights and 
made a marvellous job. Headlight reflectors were made from 
correct size clock glasses and re-silvered at the local glaziers. The 
side lights were purchased ready to go from the Gore Branch 
Swap Meet. The kerosene tail light has only been lit twice, both 
times going on and off the InterIsland ferry. We’ve driven the car 
far enough to wear out all four new tyres plus a couple of second 
hand ones, but it’s sitting on new rubber now. The last modifica-
tion before we sold our garage business two years ago was to fit an 
electric starter that is powered from a jump start pack in the boot. 

Major rallies entered and completed include the Whangarei 
trip, about 20 Dunedin-Brightons, most Southland rallies both 
Veteran and otherwise, the National Veteran Rally in Dunedin 
and the following one in Auckland and of course the Vero Rally 
in Invercargill. Obviously we’ve been as far south as the bitumen 
at Bluff and enjoyed the Horseless Carriage Parliamentary Run 
that took us nearly as far as you can drive at that end of New 
Zealand. Our latest adventure was the National Easter Rally 
in Christchurch. We’ve driven in horizontal hail storms and 
scorching heat that has melted the tar seal on the roads.

No wonder AXs were popular with doctors and stock agents. 
We’ve made some wonderful friends along the way.  bw

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 
win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch  
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged)  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Ashley 
Bell and Kevin Ball. Congratulations and thanks for your contribution. 
Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

win
a limited edition  

Beaded wheels 
cap!
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John L Goddard motored extensively 
around Europe, New Zealand and Australia. 
The trophy is presented annually in his 
memory, to a club member nominated by 
his or her peers. It was pleasing that this 
year we received a number of extremely 
commendable nominations and these were 
adjudicated on by Kate Goddard (John’s 
widow, who lives in Australia) Gavin Bain 
and John Coomber (National President of 
the day). 

This year the award was presented to 
Grant Hitchings. Grant has, for the last 
decade, been the author of the popular The 
Way We Were series of articles in Beaded 
Wheels. He has never missed an issue and his 
stories continue to inform and entertain. He 
travels throughout the country as necessary 
to see some of the older, and not so old, 
members and records their early memories of 
the VCC’s early days. Subsequently he turns 
these memories into interesting articles that 
we can enjoy. A benefit of this is that 
these stories are then permanently recorded 
forever for future historians to make of them 
what they will. 

As Club President John Coomber stated 
at the presentation: “For past contributions 
to Beaded Wheels, your continuing enthu-
siasm to record the history of the VCC and 
its members, to ensure the amazing wealth 
of information on vehicles and past human 
exploits is not lost forever, I am pleased to 
announce Grant Hitchings as recipient of 
the John L Goddard Award 2010. Many 
thanks to a worthy recipient and I look 
forward to many more of Grant Hitchings’ 
stories in his The Way We Were column in 
Beaded Wheels.”

2010 VCCnZ AgM

Palmerston North – 6 August 2010
The AGM was held at the Palmerston North RSA, a great venue and thanks to Allen 

Hardacre and his willing team procedures ran very smoothly.
Members who flew into Palmerston North were chauffeured to their motels by 

Manawatu members in their Vintage cars. There was a chance to catch up with members 
from other branches and make new acquaintances before and after the Friday evening 
Executive Meeting.

On Saturday afternoon non-participating partners took the opportunity to take a bus 
trip to historic Foxton Township and on to Foxton Beach. Back to the RSA on Saturday 
night for dinner with top notch entertainment from a lone piper on the small pipes, 
followed by Palmerston North Girls’ High Choir. Later in the evening members enjoyed 
the sounds of the band playing in the Cabaret room and danced the night away.

Sunday topped the weekend off with a visit to the Manawatu Branch clubrooms where 
members took the opportunity to view the facilities and parts shed before leaving for 
their various destinations.

VCCNZ 2010-11 Management Committee: Rear l-r: Michael Lavender, John Chynoweth, Frank 
Renwick, Rod Brayshaw, Kevin Clarkson, Tony Bartlett, John Foot, Bob Ballantyne.
Front L-r: Betty Wallace, Julie Cairns, John Coomber, Dianne Quarrie.

2010 recipient of the John L Goddard Trophy, 
Grant Hitchings, Canterbury Branch.

John L Goddard Trophy



rAllY uPdATeVCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540 info@rally2012.co.nz

Standard
̋NŌ MurI PūkeNga kŌ Mua PūaWaI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

Rally dates 

Monday 16 January -  
Friday 27 January 2012

Entry Form
At last the entry form has been placed 

on the web site. It has been trialled and is 
user friendly. Prior to filling out the regis-
tration form read the instructions that are 
associated with each section.

0800 VCCRALLY (dial 0800 822 
7255)

If you have any reasonable queries 
please use the 0800 VCC RALLY help 
number. Jeanette Pettit from Wellington 
will endeavor to give you the answers that 
will assist you if you have not been able to 
find the relevant information. 

Entry On Line
Please enter on line if at all possible. 

Each manual entry costs the organising 
committee $14. to have a person enter 
the data you have supplied. The entry 
form has been designed so that automat-
ically the information supplied will be 
sent to have the entry books prepared for 
printing. This will eliminate any mistakes 
through not being able to read entrants 
hand writing.

Payment
If you do not wish to pay on line 

cheques can be sent to The Treasurer, 
P.O.Box 2012, Wanganui.

Loan Vehicles
A number of international visitors 

have expressed interest in borrowing a 
vehicle to use on the rally. This can be 
a great way to make contact with people 
of similar interests in another country to 
your mutual benefit. Look at the list of 
people to see if you are able to help them.

Merchandising
Later in 2011 all entrants will be 

contacted by e-mail and offered the list of 
merchandise that will be available during 
the rally. This will allow additional polo 
shirts etc to be purchased prior to coming 
to the rally and they will be placed in your 
entrants pack for you to pick up on arrival.

 Bruce Hutton qsm

 Rally Director

The address bar of your internet browser is at 
the top of the screen and if you use Internet 
Explorer the page will look similar to this.

To find the VCC Rally 2012 website 
type the website address into the address 
bar of the internet browser on your 
computer. www.vccrally2012.co.nz

Overseas Interest In Borrowing Cars 
In New Zealand
VCCNZ members who are in a position 
to assist these overseas visitors should 
contact them directly via email.

Stephen Bertalan, Canada 
bertalan@telus.net
Vehicles owned: 1970 Oldsmobile 422
Member of: VCC of Okanpgan Canada
If a car is unavailable we are happy to be 
passengers

Roger Horsfield, United Kingdom 
rogerorjane@btinternet.com
Vehicles owned: 1926 Singer 10/26 tourer, 
1929 Austin 7 Chummy, 1947 MG TC 
Member of: 750 Club for Austin Sevens, 
Singer Owners Club, Veteran Car Club
Ideal car would be Vintage but any car that is 
VCC eligible. Would be happy to only have 
loan for part of rally. Would like to recipro-
cate in UK to whoever lends a car.

John & Ruth Knight, Australia
Knight37@bigpond.net.au
Vehicles owned: 2x1930 Chryslers, 1937 
Buick Woody, 1948 Sunbeam Talbot, 1962 
Dodge Lancer Coupe
Member of: Queensland VVC, Vehicle 
Restorers Club, Buick Car Club, VV 
Touring Club (All in Queensland), 
Restorers Club of Australia in Sydney.
Appreciates offer of loan, but also more than 
happy to accept rides in various cars over 
rally duration if this option is possible. 

Iain McClymont, Canada 
iainmcclymont@shaw.ca
Vehicles owned: 1940 Packard 120 Touring 
Sedan, 1955 Nash Metropolitan
Member of: Member and Secretary of VCC 
of Canada, North Island Chapter.

Rodger Martin, Canada 
Rodger.Martin@viha.ca
Vehicles owned: 1941 Chev Special Deluxe 
Member of: Vintage Car Club of Canada 

David Willoughby, USA 
Dave1jenna@comcast.net
Vehicles owned: 1929 Franklin, 1930 
International Six Speed Special, 1967 

Triumph TR4A, 1953 MGTD, 1968 Lotus 
23B
President of: Cabrillo region of the 
Antique Automobile Club of America in 
California, USA
Will need to be large enough to carry my 
wife’s folding wheelchair.

Jan & Jake Surline, Canada 
jsurline@shaw.ca
Vehicles owned: 1940 Chev Corvairs, 
Volkswagens, dune buggy, SHO
Member of: Kamloops Chapter of VCC of 
Canada

Trevor & Nola Hooper, Canada
Hooper.tn@hotmail.com 
Vehicles owned: 1936 Chevrolet Master 
Sedan, 1967 Mini panel van
Member of: VCC of Western Australia

Andrew & Mary Ann Cooper, USA
amshoppe@verizon.net
Vehicles owned: 1930 REO Flying Cloud, 
1930 Model A, 1939 De Soto, 1956 De 
Soto, 1947 Hudson Super 6, 1951 Hudson 
Hornet, 1952 R51/3 BMW, 1957 R69 BMW
Member of: GEM State Hudson Club in 
Spokane, WA.

John Saddington, Australia
nswoffice@alpha.org.au
Vehicles owned: 1966 Buick Skylark 
Member of: Buick Club of Australia (NSW)
Interested to find out more about a loan 
vehicle and what options there might be.

Jim Sweet, Canada
jojisweet@shaw.ca
Vehicles owned: 1957 Ford Retractable
Member of: North Island Chapter, Vintage 
Car Club of Canada

John L Goddard Trophy
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FRee 
adveRTISING*

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels magazine 
is free *for all current financial members 
of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand Inc 
buying or selling club eligible vehicles or parts. 
It is easy — just email your advertisement to  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz or complete the form 

on this page and post to us at  
Marketplace Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141  
or fax us on 03 332 3827
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for 
our October/November issue is 10 September 2010. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

Conditions of Free Advertising
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per 

financial member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per 
issue. Members must state their membership 
number when submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by 

email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be 
returned if a stamped addressed envelope is supplied 
by the advertiser. Digital photographs may be supplied 
by email in .jpg format, send a high resolution file to 
achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue 
they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 
words – the maximum space available is 65 words. 
Beaded Wheels reserves the right to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first come, first 
served basis. While every attempt will be made to 
include your advertisement in the issue immediately 
following receipt – limited space may mean some 
advertisements will be held over until the following 
magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on 
the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made 
payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state 
their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a vCCNz member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 
foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 wANTED  fOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$21*
Tick which column you require

 wANTED  fOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels. 
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

vCCNz Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

Non-vCCNz members Payment by

  Cheque    Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

   Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card:   __________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________ F ull range of import/export services to/from anywhere 
in New zealand

 Teams, tours or  
individuals 

 Seamless door 
to door service

Phone 09 254 4005
Jenner Cargo International Ltd 
Email carl@jennercargo.co.nz www.jennercargo.co.nz

INTERNATIONAL 
SHIPPING

Specialist vehicle forwarder

Trust us to handle the shipping with ease

Call Carl or Tracey for a free quote. 
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Automotive BulBs in 6-12-24  volt including 
most hard to get bases in both 6 & 12 volt for 
conversions. these are old type standard bulb not 
the more expensive Quartz type. try me for all your 

Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. m s Coombes ltd, 
344 st Asaph street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz
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CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include Gst. 
the 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
the advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
no charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
sAe if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P o Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
vCCnZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99 
All display rates quoted exclude Gst and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the vintage Car Club of new Zealand (inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the vintage Car 
Club of new Zealand (inc.).

no liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the vintage Car Club 
of new Zealand (inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR salE

1900-1914 BAsket CAse  small veteran car wanted. 
Anything considered. Please phone 03 3829 199 or 
email warwick.stephens@xtra.co.nz   mem

1929 CHevRolet 4 DooR seDAn,  stored 30 
years with reg on hold. includes new woodwork 
kit (missing roof battens) partly assembled, new 
wiring harness and lots of other new parts plus 
accumulation of spares for 40 years. $5,500. Phone 
John 03 578 9622 or abe-lar@xtra.co.nz  mem

1931 CADillAC v8 DuAl CoWl PHAeton  fully 
restored chassis/motor by a professional body shop 
(bmotorworks.com), rust free body, new tyres, new 
castings for windshield, handles, boot, bonnet. 
new wood, top assembly and lots more. shipping 
inclusive $28k to nZ port. email elisha_nyberg@
yahoo.com or phone +1 978 793 2174  mem

1934 moRRis minoR  2 door sedan, rare model. 
All original side valve engine, all steel body. 
Restoration 3/4 done, can hear engine running. All 
primed up and ready for painting. to finish needs 
wiring, paint, upholstery. owned for years, genuine 
reason for selling. Parts and original handbook 
included $6,000. Phone John kelly 07 871 9527.

1937 olDsmoBile F37  4 door bustleboot sedan. 
three quarters restored. Panelbeating done, body 
primed. mechanically restored, requiring some final 
assembly. Recon motor (running), box, brakes etc. 
Heaps of nos. Great touring car, easy to complete. 
$10,000 neg. Phone Richard 09 422 5886.

1941 GmC tRuCk  6x4 in tidy condition. Bows and 
canvas on back. Phone 03 434 5958.   mem

1947 PlymoutH seDAn,  complete but dismantled. 
Panels rust free and straight except one guard. 
vehicle in dry storage. $2,000 or best offer. Phone 
03 216 8666.   mem

1978 F100,  tidy condition good mechanical 
condition reg. on hold engine out for recond. lPG/ 
Petrol. expressions of interest as is or completed 
on road. online photos available contact keith on 
027 756 3766 or stan on 03 439 5653 or solved@
netspeed.net.nz  mem

1983 leFt HAnD DRive mAZDA 626  two door 
sports coupe. Average condition. needs minor work 
on front guards. Rego on hold. Always garaged 
$1,500 ono. Phone Ces 06 758 7685 evenings. Car 
located in new Plymouth.   mem

50 FoRD PReFeCt e93A  Fully restored approx 12 
years with 100e engine, reg & wof. Performs well. 
$4,850 ono online photos available contact stan on 
03 439 5653 or solved@netspeed.net.nz  mem

AtlAntiC ReAR WinDsCReen FRAme  with both 
corner screens. no central screen glass. offers 
invited. Contact Dennis nisbet, Wellington vCC, Ph 
04 475 7413. email wellingtonvccparts@xtra.co.nz 

Austin AlleGRo 1976  Family owned 25 years. Reg 
on hold. shed stored. very tidy and original. $2,000. 
Phone Jim madgwick 07 888 0772 matamata.  mem

Austin PRinCess 1979  mag wheels. tidy and 
original. Rego on hold. shed stored. includes spare 
dismantled car with sun roof. $2,000 the lot. Phone 
Jim madgwick 07 888 0772 matamata.  mem

caRBUReTTOR Re-cOnDiTiOning — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme tulloch, 
tulmac Carburettor specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(levin) 06 368 2202

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your veteran, 
vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
n Wood John martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

1962 HillmAn minX  Garaged for last eleven 
years. no WoF, reg on hold. some rust, 
mechanically sound. Come and have a talk or 
phone 07 549 2812 evenings. offers around 
$1,000 plus parts.   mem

DiSTRiBUTOR PaRTS anD SeRVice 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for lucas and other makes, and have built a 
new Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish.  
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum advance Units.  
mecHanical FUel PUmPS RePaiReD.  

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, manurewa,  
manukau City, 2576. 

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

DRiVeSHaFTS DRiVeSHaFTS DRiVeSHaFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. m s Coombes ltd, 344 st Asaph street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

HUBcaPS – any problems contact me 
i now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. these are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
i can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica manufacturing (2003) 
ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 new york street, 
martinborough. email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

FRee 
adveRTISING*

on this page and post to us at  
Marketplace Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141  
or fax us on 03 332 3827
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for 
our October/November issue is 10 September 2010. 

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue 
they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 
words – the maximum space available is 65 words. 
Beaded Wheels reserves the right to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first come, first 
served basis. While every attempt will be made to 
include your advertisement in the issue immediately 
following receipt – limited space may mean some 
advertisements will be held over until the following 
magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on 
the VCCNZ website.

Not a vCCNz member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 
foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Name on Card:   __________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

magneTOS, ReWinDS, PaRTS anD SeRVice, 
all types. Contact Chris slater, Coil Winding 
services, Hupenui RD, Greytown, Wairarapa. 
Phone 06 304 9466.
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tyRes  (600x16) 3 x 185 x 16 sR Pirelli Cinturato. 
2,000km only $35 each with tubes plus p/p. 3 x 185 
x 16 Firestone Cavallino 50% worn $30 each plus 
p/p. Phone James 09 428 1075.   mem

tRiumPH 3tA 350 cc 1960. older rebuild in 
good condition. Runs well. Reg on hold. no rear 
enclosure. Plus enough parts to build another 3tA. 
And then some. $5000 which includes manuals, 
books etc. Phone Christchurch 960 2122.

bulbs preferably with a description rather than an 
obscure number. info and quotes phone stuart neill 
03 472 7199 or email stulynneill@hotmail.com  mem

BuiCk ReAR AXle 1913.  Has differential, rear 
brakes and hubs. no torque tube or pinion. Asking, 
$250. Contact Dennis nisbet, Wellington vCC, Ph 
04 475 7413. email wellingtonvccparts@xtra.co.nz 

Clyno enGine BloCk.  9, 11 or 12hp, 4 cylinder, 
1922-29. Has exhaust and inlet manifolds & cone 
clutch. no magneto or carburettor. offers invited. 
Contact Dennis nisbet, Wellington vCC, ph 04 475 
7413. email wellingtonvccparts@xtra.co.nz 

FoRD FAlCon stAtion WAGon 1964  Xm. straight 
and tidy. very easy restoration. For sale $5,000 
refer Petrolhead for details. Phone Jim madgwick 
07 888 0772 matamata.  mem

HeAley 3000 WiRe WHeel  72 spoke disc brake 
model, with 185 sR 15 tyre $50 plus p/p. Phone 
James 09 428 1075.   mem

imPAlA,  1972 Chevrolet station Wagon. Glass for 
rear door, new rear screen in wooden shipping 
crate. offers, contact Dennis nisbet, Wgtn vCC,  
Ph 04 475 7413, wellingtonvccparts@xtra.co.nz 

mAGneto CleARAnCe,  Complete untested lucas 
Gl14 4cyl & large 4cyl simms model unknown. 
incomplete, Bosch Ze 1 rounded base. Bosch FF4R 
111, lucas kRi. lucas ms1-4 AGi-P. Bosch At4. 
Bosch nu4 4cly with two ht outlets on each side at 
180 degree. Bosch ZA1 Baby triumph, large box of 
parts and armatures. offers wanted. Contact ivan 
taylor 03 313 6717, email Chadwell.Donkeystud@
xtra.co.nz mem

moDel A FoRD seAsoneD enGine  blocks 
available. these short blocks have good white 
metal bearings, new pistons and rings, hardened 
exhaust valves and seats. save hundred of dollars. 
Available with or without heads and sumps. next 
motor ready early october. testimonials on request. 
Will be at Canterbury Branch swap meet, mcleans 
island, october 8,9,10, site 153. Phone Jack 03 352 
6672, Christchurch. Cell 0274 322 041. mem

moDel A FoRD sHoCk ABsoRBeRs  – new and 
reconditioned. We can rebuild your shock bodies. 
some available outright (no exchange required). 
Can be seen at Canterbury Branch swap meet, 
mcleans island, october 8, 9, 10 at site no 153. 
Phone Jack 03 352 6672, Christchurch.  mem

moRRis enGine AnD GeARBoX,  4 cyl side valve. 
marked morris engines Coventry. serial no. 146957 
14125 © cast into housing. Renault chassis 4.3 
metres long. Big car or truck, front and rear axles. 
Rear brakes only. Wooden spoke wheels badly 
rotted no outer rims. Contact Ashburton vCC Parts 
shed Phone Gavin smith 03 308 2297.   mem

PenRiTe OilS  We carry a large range from 
vintage to modern engines. Gearbox, diff, s.u 
dash pot and water pump grease. m s Coombes 
ltd, 344 st Asaph street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

VinTage engine SHORTBlOcKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
m s Coombes ltd, 344 st Asaph street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VinTage WOOD PROBlemS? For all your vintage 
woodwork requirements, i can reproduce your car’s 
woodwork from original parts, patterns and photos. 
model A parts made to order, also morris traveller 
van kits. n Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau 
st, marton 4710. Phone 06 327 6164.

ValVeS exhaust quality stainless for vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FoR veteRAn, vintAGe, 

ClAssiC & oDDBAll enGines. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

PenRiTe engine cOOl anT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in veteran, edwardian, vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. m s Coombes ltd,  
344 st Asaph street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PiSTOnS FOR VinTage anD claSSic engineS 
most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   mem

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
unit 1 11 Penn Place, upper riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a empire road, belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

gOT ViBRaTiOn PROBlemS?  
 the crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS, 
spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, essex, 
Ford, Hillman, morris, standard, vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Manukau 2025, Auckland. Phone 09 278 
3888 evenings.

moRGAn DeluXe 1923 PRoJeCt FoR sAle.  ktW 
motor. Chassis retubed, bits and info collected, 
but otherwise unstarted. selling only to fund other 
projects; $8,000 firm. (the deluxe is a sports 
model, basically a GP with a bonnet, and one is 
being advertised, restored, for about $70,000 in 
england at the moment...) Ring for details David 06 
835 9492 (napier) dirgeandsal@orcon.net.nz

motoRs FoR sAle.  1923 Dodge 4, 1926 
international, 1929 Auburn, 1951 morris oxford, 
1951 Hillman, 1965 Hillman imP. Phone John 06 
765 5554 or Phil 06 756 7567 taranaki Branch vCC

numBeR PlAtes FoR sAle.  26 Ford $500 ono. 19 t 
27 $500 ono. Phone 03 323 7887 or 0276 061 413.

PontiAC 1937 WHeels  (no rubber) 16" 5 stud. 
Have 14 slots each ¼ x 1½". $15 each or swap for 
1938 wheels 10 slots each ½ x 1½". Phone 03 385 
9472.   mem

Spares and Repairs Ltd 
Model T and Model A Ford (1909-1931) 

 

Formerly 
Veteran & Vintage Cars Ltd (Mangere) 

 
Veteran & Vintage Spares and Repairs stock an extensive range of new and used 

Model T and Model A Ford parts as well as general restoration supplies. 
 

Ask us now about our SWAPMEET SPECIALS and free give-aways 
 

Rebuilt Model A Ford Engines & Gearboxes 
New Kiwi made Model A Ford Exhausts 

Free Range Eggs..... (just ask....) 
 

T Y R E S 
Veteran   Vintage   Classic  

 

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS 
Firestone   Lucas   Denman   Dunlop   Kelsey   Excelsior   Universal 

Equip your vehicle now from our large range of antique & classic tyres 
 
 
 
 
 

Owners:-  Errol & Linda McAlpine  
Generally open 7 days, but always ring before coming to visit our showroom. 

RAmBleR 1960 seDAn,  economical 6cyl auto, RHD, 
tinted glass, towbar and spares, nZ since 1962, tidy 
orig, unrestored car $9,000. Austin 1300 1975, very 
tidy original $2,000. t Ford pair repro front guards 
c1913 $550. 1930s pillar mount spotlight, original 
$175. Phone 03 323 9670 or 0212 042 604.

RoveR 9/20  1925 oHv engine/clutch/gearbox. 
engine lacks carb and inl manifold only. $250. 
Phone 03 385 9472.   mem

sPlit Rims:  6@23” for 32x4.5 tyres, 1@24”, also 
B.e. Rims 23” ex Ford t. tyres Crossplies: 16”x700 
8-ply, Firestone Highway tread, 2 new retreads, one 
used. mudlugs, two used. Phone J sigley 03 577 
6658 Blenheim.   mem
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WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
new beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 osborne terrace, 
Feilding.   mem.

1936 cHeVROleT maSTeR DelUxe SeDan 
 (bootless model). side mounted spare, rear 
mounted luggage rack. Requires brakes and 
upholstery. engine rebuilt and has been run. Good 
straight body, timber framing sound. Repainted 
but paint requires attention in some places. 
$5,000 phone 021 145 6173.  mem

1969 JagUaR 420g  tudor White. in very good 
condition, well maintained and drives extremely 
well. $12,000 ono. Phone 03 217 2831.  mem

VOlVO P1800S 1964 1800 cc, twin carb, 
4sp manual with electric overdrive, excellent 
condition, used regularly. Factory original except 
for radio. Rare sports coupe made famous by 
Roger moore “the saint”. $25,000 ono. Phone 
021 294 0864.  mem

Hillman minx 1956  overhead valve motor 
been overhauled. tyres, brakes, gearbox, no rust, 
repainted, carpets. Reg & wof. $6,500 ono. Phone 
noel 06 304 9417.  mem

1917 OaKlanD mODel 34  6 cylinder overhead 
valve. Restored 1994 leather upholstery. new 
crown and pinion fitted. Been well maintained 
in excellent condition. Cruises well at 40mph. 
Current, reg and warrent. Best offer around 
$30,000. Phone Bill 03 212 8786.  mem

1941 inDian 741B, mOTORcycle 
cOmBinaTiOn.  An excellent, reliable vehicle. 
vCC identity card, A3 classification. Full, vehicle 
history available, family owned last 40 years. Reg. 
on hold. offers making space for a new toy Ph 
Greg 07 846 4355. email terrill@xtra.co.nz  mem

1968 Riley elF maRK 3,  2,500 miles on 
reconditioned motor. 1,400 miles on recond auto 
gearbox, restored interior, reg & WoF. Drives 
beautifully, collectors item. $8,000. Phone 07 549 
5272.  mem

1939 inTeRnaTiOnal D2  A completely original 
vehicle owned by one family until four years ago. 
Has all chrome, badges and hub caps. still has 
original paint. Has had an extensive mechanical 
restoration also new radiator, seat and wiring. Will 
be at manawatu and Waikato swapmeets unless 
sold prior. Phone John 07 823 5641.   mem

miTSUBiSHi 1975 JeeP,  5 speed box. very good 
condition. Had a lot of work spent on it. $7,000 or 
near offer. Phone malcolm 07 896 6769.  mem

eaSy 12V RaDiO inSTallaTiOn in 6V VeHicle  
Converter works on a neg. or Pos. chassis. no 
modifications, isolation or separate battery. Accepts 
any voltage input from 6.3v to 36v. voltage output 
fixed at 13.8v, up to 10 amps. Price $124 Free 
freight. 12 months warranty. Ph Don 09 403 7350 
or 027 2552852 don@cruisingelectronics.co.nz

VinTage & claSSic QUaRTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: norm & Jan 
sisson, sole nZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 model 
Boat supplies, 38 ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 
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1969 OPel ReKORD 1900l.  Cream with red 
vinyl. 50,000 miles and great original condition. 
A real rarity but easy to maintain. Drives well. 
$7500. Phone Colm 07 856 7053.

SaxOn 1914 ROaDSTeR  Reluctant sale there 
are a few spare parts to go along with this sale. 
it needs a little work to stop an oil leak from the 
flywheel but apart from this she runs very well. 
$30,000 ono. Phone Paul schollitt on 09 627 1556 
or 027 627 1556  mem

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.

ReSTORaTiOn WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder. 
Woodwork, panel work and fabrication work 
for all vintage, veteran and Classic cars and 
motorbikes. Full or part restorations. For all your 
restoration requirements phone Davies Coach 
Works 03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581 or email 
daviescw@live.com

1933 aUSTin ligHT 12/4  in excellent condition 
after bare metal respray, and overhaul of steering 
and brakes. it also has a new radiator. $12000 
ono. Ph 04 9718150.   mem

lincOln ZePHyR 1938 SeDan V12.  All up and 
running, nice cruiser, nothing to do here but drive 
and enjoy, $39,000. overdrive available. Phone 
Roy ( 07 847 5648  mem

1939 DODge in gReaT cOnDiTiOn.  orginal 
upholstery and interior, a few worn areas but 
considering the age in good condition. no rust, 
exterior paint in great condition. starter motor 
repaired, motor runs beautifully. Has done 91,372 
miles. $18,000. Phone John 09 432 2241 or email: 
lynnlammers@ihug.co.nz  mem

1957 aUSTin a35 PicKUP,  948cc, twin 
stromberg carburettors. Personalised plates 
QtuteA, very tidy condition, motors well, good 
tyres, very reliable. Registered and warranted, 
rallied in north and south islands. offered for 
tender, highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. tenders to: mac, P o Box 363, oamaru 
9400. Phone: 03 434 1448 evenings

1934 TeRRaPlane  older restoration but 
in good order and repair. Recent motor work 
and running well. Receipts available. Reg and 
WoF. $18,000. Phone John Willis 07 889 6041 
email aandjwillis@infogen.net.nz  mem

1929 DURanT  Registered and warranted 
$15,000 ono. Contact Barry or Jenny Goodman  
31a elizabeth street timaru Phone 03 688 9872 
email bazjen@callsouth.co.nz 

PeRSOnaliSeD PlaTe 35 mORi.  Finishing 
touch for your 1935 morris. $800 ono. Phone 
Craig 07 856 8723 mob 027 277 1941 or email 
c-eappleton@xtra.co.nz  mem
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome  

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

POWell anD HanmeR aceTylene lamP 
 offered in exchange for a smaller one. Paul 
Whitehead Phone 07 549 2212 bsajames@
hotmail.com”  mem

1935 aUSTin 7 RUBy SalOOn  older restoration 
in excellent condition. new pistons, rings, valves 
and valve springs. Comes with tin luggage box and 
sufficient spares to keep it running. $10,500 ono. 
Car is situated in Dunedin. Phone mark on 021 
1686068 or email cce@clear.net.nz  mem

1938 STanDaRD Flying 12.  excellent running 
condition. Current registration and WoF. Deceased 
estate - original owner was a grandparent of the 
current owner. some spares available. $7900 ono. 
Contact neil at 09 298 3854, email neilgd@xtra.
co.nz.

1929 aUSTin 7 cHUmmy,  refurbished many 
years ago. this car is an original one piece 
car and has led a very sheltered life. Present 
owner 19 years. WoF & ReG upon sale of the 
car. very reluctant sale. Will come with some 
spares.$15,000. Ph 09 438 1388 (evenings) or 
email veseyfam@xtra.co.nz  mem

1958 HaRley-DaViDSOn PanHeaD FlH 
 Duoglide 74ci. six year restoration, finished 2003. 
see BW280. Ridden 2,960 miles, personalised 
plate FlH58. Rare, appreciating classic motor 
cycle. $50,000. Bob Bullock, 38 Hastings st, 
nelson, 7010. Phone 021 146 0578.  mem

excHange gUn FOR mOTORcycle PROJecT 
 i’ve never fired this mint .50 mendi muzzleloading 
rifle: it cost about $1000. exchange for old Brit. 
with potential. Anything considered; basket case, 
rolling chassis, the one you robbed tinware off, 
WHy? lose some junk and be Davy Crocket! (you 
or a mate will need a firearms licence) talk to me. 
i don’t bite. David, 06 835 9492. dirgeandsal@
orcon.net.nz (napier)  mem
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WANTED tO Buy

1929 to 1934 PRe WAR moRRis minoR  oHC 
or sv. Could also be interested in 1932 to 1934 
Chrome radiator Austin ten. either suitable for easy 
restoration or complete car. Phone Clive Gardner 
07 549 2007 or email moandclive@clear.net.nz 
 mem

Austin PRinCess,  pair front brake calipers. Phone 
ken 06 348 5508. email pfefshoes@xtra.co.nz   
mem

to ComPlete tHe RestoRAtion  of my 1913 F.n. 
i require a Grey & Davis dynamo. Please email, 
write or phone mark edwards. mark@sunatasigns.
co.za or 4 kingswood, 6 meadow lane, kloof, 
3610,  south Africa oR +27-31-7670484

tRiumPH t100  8 Pint oil tank for rigid model Ph 09 
425 8898 or email maria.jo@ihug.co.nz

BtH mAGneto,  model Ce4 (polar inductor type). 
Any condition considered.  David topliss 03 
5483970 davidt@topliss.co.nz 
 mem

HenRoB oR Dillon GAs WelDinG toRCH  
Wanted to buy with accessories. Contact Chris 
White, 2 Hipango terrace, Wanganui 4500. Phone 
027 443 1184 or 06 348 7335. email cwhite@clear.
net.nz

FoRD moDel t 1927  – Wanted: a pair of sound 
windscreen frames. top or bottom only might work 
and glass would be handy if to Wof standard. 
Phone 03 578 1485 or 027 447 7782.  
mem

mOTORcycle PaRTS maDe TO ORDeR.   
tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Above is a tank for a 1915 Rover motorcycle that 
we are fabricating at present. Call us and see how 
we can help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691, 
027 330 9581, email daviescw@live.com shaun 
Davies Qualified Coachbuilder. visit us at the 
Canterbury Branch swap meet.

1970 mg B TOUReR,  British Racing Green, Wire 
wheels, a good reliable vehicle. vCC identity Card, 
A2 classification. Full, vehicle ownership history, 
available. Current Wof & reg $15,000 ono. selling 
to make space for a new toy. Ph Greg 07 846 
4355. email terrill@xtra.co.nz  mem

1928 DODge VicTORy 6 SeDan.  tidy 
Condition. motors well, good tyres. very reliable. 
$20,000. Phone Bernie Horn, Dunedin 03   4014, 
027 434 7780  mem

1967 mg B ROaDSTeR.  Red with chrome wire 
wheels, chrome luggage rack, tounneau cover. 
o/D gearbox. A tidy very usable reliable go 
anywhere car. new upholstery kit from england 
available - price neg. Factory hard top with car. 
Reg no. mG 9 $15,500. Phone David 0274 408 387 
or 07 357 4881 evenings.(Rotorua)  mem

1927/28 aR FORD mODel a.  Rallied often and 
well maintained. A rare chance to own one of the 
first of the model As, very reliable. Current Wof & 
reg, vCC identity card, A3 classification $23,000 
ono. selling to make space for a new toy. Ph Greg 
07 846 4355.   memcO.nZ

alViS Ta 14 gOlD SalOOn.  Fully restored 
by present owner 1992, motor rebuilt by Dion 
Coleman. Red leather interior, new tyres, body 
work and running great sound. Reg and Wof, 
many spares. A pleasure to drive. Phone Jack 
Randell 09 528 9422.

1967 S TyPe JagUaR.  3.8 manual with 
overdrive. in very good original condition. 104,840 
genuine miles. ivory with red interior. Performs 
very well. used regularly. new tyres and carpets. 
Comes with new Wof & reg. $10,000 ono. Phone 
03 574 2605 (marlborough).  mem

1952 De SOTO DiPlOmaT cUSTOm.  original 
unrestored, tidy condition for 60 year old vehicle. 
Factory heater, clock, electric wipers, indicators, 
extra chrome full wheel trims. some parts with 
car. 5 owners, 134,000 miles, original black reg 
plates, orig. papers. $16,950. Phone David 0274 
408 387 or 07 357 4881 evenings.(Rotorua)  mem

WANTED tO Buy

VINTAgE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 napier. member.
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WANTED tO Buy

ZUnDaPP KS 50 1974 ORange BiKe WanTeD , 
complete or any parts,for restoration. these bikes 
came new to nZ in ‘74. Contact with owners 
who don’t want to sell welcome. Phone/text Hans 
027 697 1103 or 03 445 0794.

WanTeD cReSTline BOOK,  “the History 
of Hudson”, by Don Butler. Contact lindsay 
mckenzie, oamaru. Phone; 03 4370809/ 021 
2301062. email plymouthnut@windowslive.com  
 mem.

PaiR OF eaRly ameRican cOWl ligHTS. lenS 
3” Dia.  Please contact John 06 357 0192 email 
valhallaseed@xtra.co.nz   mem

TRanSiSTOR PReSS BUTTOn aiRcHieF RaDiO 
 (as per pictures) wanted and original Ht seatbelts 
to suit 1970 Ht Holden. Phone: 068341243 or 
email: kinnies@clear.net.nz  mem

WiScOnSin mOTOR WanTeD  in any condition. 
As illustrated, just crankcase assembly would be 
okay. Also any parts for 1912 Cutting. Phone John 
muter 06 765 5554, Po Box 147, stratford.

1912 TRiUmPH,  drive pulley, exhaust box and 
clutch pedal as per picture. Also rear wheel hub 
for 1915 BsA. Has threaded portion for pulley, 
Alldays matchless, anything, even a chat would 
help. Anything veteran triumph. Phone 021 770 
026, email taylorhq@xtra.co.nz  mem

TWO 1929 SingeR JUniOR TOUReR  disc wheels 
19". stud centres 100mm, rim width 78mm. Fits 
350-400 x 19 tyres. Phone Frank 07 576 2535, 
email frank.parnwell@xtra.co.nz   mem.

1912 TRiUmPH mOTORcycle PaRTS,  pedal 
gear and any other parts. also 26 inch 40 hole 
beaded edge rim and C springs for sidecar. Also is 
there anyone in Auckland that can roll 12 gauge 
spokes? Phone Paul 027 642 4222, 09 478 9699, 
gruz.p@clear.net.nz  mem

FoRDson n CARBuRettoR HAnDBook  and any 
information on the speedo fitted to industrial n. 
Phone 07 885 5992.  mem

PontiAC 1938 WHeels (2).  no rubber. 16", 5 stud. 
Have 10 slots ½ x 1½" or swap for 1937 wheels 14 
slots ¼ x 1½". Phone 03 385 9472.  mem

ZenitH CARBuRettoR WAnteD  to suit 1928 
Austin 7 type 22FZB. Phone 09 431 6062 or email 
elyob@slingshot.co.nz  mem

FoRD ZePHyR ZoDiAC 1958 WAnteD  to buy in 
going condition and penny farthing bike. Phone 
Alan 03 304 7477 or 0274 834 862.  mem

CHRysleR 66 1929  rear axles for left and right 
sides. Also stromberg carburettor model u2 
updraught or parts for the same carburettor. Phone 
vic Gould 06 844 3136.  mem

1936 FoRD CloseD CAR WinDsCReen FRAme. 
 Rear interior back window frame. Panel between 
tank and windscreen, interior and exterior door 
handles. Ford Bonus front bumper. Phone 06 844 
0464 or 027 446 1986 or kimhunter22@xtra.co.nz  
 mem

19" sPlit Rims DesPeRAtely neeDeD  to fit 1929 
studebaker Dictator. Jack Hoven, ph 07 576 6222. 
 mem

neW HuDson AutoCyCle 1940 s, wanted engine 
or any parts (98cc villiers), lighting set (battery/
flywheel type). Harley-Davidson 1929, tail lamp 
bracket, rear carrier, Bosch FF1 magneto. Phone 
Chris 351 1084.  mem

mARAtHon CAR Built nAsHville 1909-1914 . 
information and parts required. Phone malcolm 03 
418 2047 hm,  03 418 2111 wk  mem

mG A CouPe WAnteD 1956-62.  Prefer original 
condition, phone kevin 03 365 1938 or email kevin.
joan@xtra.co.nz  mem

FoRD 1956 F100 WAnteD.  original, in tidy 
driveable condition. north or south island is fine. 
Please phone/fax 09 428 1448 a/h or 021 379 767.

DARRACQ PARts ReQuiReD  circa 1910-1911 
preferred. Any mechanical pieces considered, any 
condition. Required for reconstruction of vehicle 
that has featured in our family history. Prepared 
to purchase or swap other veteran parts in my 
collection. Contact to discuss or trade, phone 03 
686 0588 or email r-p.stevenson@nettel.net.nz  mem

1926 Alvis 12/50  parts wanted for restoration, 
40mm solex mov updraft carburettor or any parts 
of same. David topliss 03 548 3970 davidt@topliss.
co.nz  mem

JuDson Boost GAuGe.  Fits the common 2 1/16” 
aperture. Also want Judson 6 volt coil. otherwise 
known as a Judson magneto. Has black bakelite 
body. Phone 07 846 3494, email: technix@clear.
net.nz

Socket wanted Sk• 12mm •  312 usA 6 point 
3/8” drive. must be only 23mm high to fit boxed set 
of 13 sockets. Phone Jim madgwick 07 888 0772 
matamata.  mem
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SwAP MeeTS & RalliEs

 AUCKLAND BRANCH 

30th ANNUAL 

MOTORCYCLE RALLY 
AND SWAP MEET 

12 – 14 NOvembeR, 2010 
PROGRamme

Friday 12 November 
Informal noggin and natter at Clubrooms, 39 Fairfax Ave., Penrose

Saturday 13 November 
Rally about 100 miles of scenic and interesting motorcycling 

over sealed country roads, followed by prize giving Dinner at the 
Clubrooms.

Sunday 14 November 
Motorcycle Swap Meet at the Clubrooms from 9am. 

more information  
Rally Coordinator:  

Martin Spicer ph (0274) 454 593

Rally Secretary:  
Alan Grout ph (09) 625 7500

EAST COAST RALLYEAST COAST RALLY

John Foot,  
North Island Club Captain.
1 Knox Place Cambridge. 

Phone 07 823 5641
Email: nicc@vcc.org.nz

2011  
Nort h Isl a N d  

Club Captain’s Tour
7 – 20 APRIL 2011 • registration of interest

The tour will begin with a get together dinner at the 
Waikato Branch clubrooms in Cambridge on the evening 

of Thursday 7 April and finish in New Plymouth in the late 
afternoon, 20 April. The tour will take you 

through Northland to Cape Reinga and 
western Waikato with 12 overnight stops 

covering a total of approximately 
1200 miles.

Tour entrants can enter and 
leave the tour as they wish

To register your 
interest and receive 
an itinerary please 

contact 

VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH

Biennial Rally  
& Swap Meet

Labour Weekend  
24 – 26 October 2010

The Marlborough Branch invites you to take part in our 
biennial rally and swap meet, to be held at  

Brayshaw Heritage Park. 
Come and make a weekend of it and renew  

old acquaintances.  
We have ordered fine weather, but of course one can 

never be sure one’s order will 
be delivered on time!

Check with your branch 
secretary for entry forms  

or contact us and we will  
email/fax one to you. 

Closing date is 17 October 2010.

Three Day Event   
4 – 6 February 2011

Inviting you to an enjoyable, relaxing weekend in 
conjunction with the Paparoa A&P Show

WellsfOrd-WarkWOrtH Vintage Car CluB

Pre-1980  
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
RALLY AND CAMPOUT

Registration of Interest 
Contact:   

Graham Murray,  
2074 Paparoa Valley Road, 

R.D.1 
Paparoa, Northland 0571 

Ph/Fax: 09 431 6324 
Email: sacant@xtra.co.nz

Two Rally Starting Points 
Helensville and Kerikeri 

100km rally Friday or arrive 
10.00 a.m. Saturday 

Campsites, Toilets  Hot Wa-
ter are provided or there is a 
great range of local accom-

modation available



 Beaded Wheels 41 Beaded Wheels 41

Celebratory dinner planned Saturday, Akaroa.
Past and new entrants welcome

Enquiries and Entry Forms contact
Jens Christensen 03 354 5000 kajens@ihug.co.nz

Canterbury Branch 

 25th Annual  
Girder Fork  

Rally

Saturday 16 & Sunday 17 October 2010

Wellington branch notice for
AnnuAl RAlly, 

PRizegiving And 
dinneR 

on 6 november 2010
and open Day on 7 november 2010

contact Rally Secretary, Diane White,
white.house.stokesvalley@xtra.co.nz Ph 04 563 6236

Followed by Club Open Day at Clubrooms, Halford Place, Petone
Commencing 11:00 am with Sausage Sizzle, Car Boot Sale, 

Bring and buy Art Deco clothing, Parts Department will be open.
For bookings and more details please contact Diane White.

Saturday 5 February 2011
Weekend activities centre at Watchorn’s Museum

State Highway 30, Awakeri (includes touring section) 
Entry Forms available December 2010

Enquiries: Rally Director Walter McFarland Rally Secretary Alison McFarland 
Phone: 07 308 7928 wamcfarland@farmside.co.nz

EBOP Branch: Box 2168, Kopeopeo, Whakatane 3121

Eastern Bay of Plenty Branch's Annual

EAST COAST RALLYEAST COAST RALLY

Canterbury branCh VCC 

The Canterbury Branch of the Vintage Car Club of NZ is pleased 
to be associated with our neighbouring clubs, the NZ Vintage 

Machinery Club and the Canterbury Steam Preservation Society to 
organise and run again the large combined event called the

MCLEANS ISLAND 
VINTAGE COUNTRY FAIR

26-27 march 2011
within the grounds of all three clubs, situated near Christchurch, 

New Zealand. All types of Vintage vehicles, Tractors, Traction Engines 
and Steam Trains, Vintage machinery and Memorabilia are to be 

combined to make this event a very memorable occasion.
contact Ted Hockley Phone: 03 352 7862 for more information

north shore branch
VinTAge CAr Club

annual swap meet & car show
40 Masons road, Albany 
saturday 4 December 2010
everyone welcome

entry $5 Site fee $5  

gates open 6.30am
Enquiries
Paul 09 423 7888, collins.electronics@xtra.co.nz 
dallas 09 424 3598 dallasandsue@xtra.co.nz

57th D unedin-B righton  
Veteran Car Rally 

Otago Branch
Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 January 2011

An interesting and varied day’s Veteran Motoring and field 
events are planned for the Saturday followed by a dinner in the 

evening.
On Sunday morning there will be a run to Glenfalloch Gardens 

for Devonshire Tea and prizegiving. 
For further information and entry forms contact Tony Devereux   

Phone 03 4811 903 Email: tonydevereux@xtra.co.nz
or Vintage Car Club of NZ Otago Branch Inc. PO Box 5352 Dunedin. 
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2011 NATIONAL  
MOTORCYCLE 

RALLY
IN OAMARU

26-27 February 2011
from: www.vcc.org.nz, northotago@vcc.org.nz 

north otago branch of VCC of nZ (inc.) 
P. o. box 360, oamaru 9444.

entry forms have been emailed to all branches.
A list of accommodation options in oamaru for the national Motorcycle 
rally has been sent to all branch email addresses. Accommodation is the 
responsibility of the entrant. rally headquarters will be at the Scottish hall, 
10 Tyne Street, oamaru. (nOtE cHangE Of vEnuE)
The Saturday rally day will start from Takaro Park, opposite the oamaru 
Club. field Tests and inter-branch Competitions will 
be held on Takaro Park on Sunday morning and 
there will be a display of bikes for the public also at 
Takaro Park on Sunday afternoon.
A five day tour to north and Central otago is offered 
in the week following the rally – Tour information is 
enclosed with the entry form.

for any further enquiries  
email: northotago@vcc.org.nz 

Phone: Jerry wing 027 435 8983 or  
(Sec.) Kathleen Perry 03 434 7226

ENTRY FORMS AVAILABLE 




 





























2011 NatioNal North islaNd 

EastEr 
 rally

22 – 24 April 2011
The Taranaki Branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 

invite all members to join us for the National North Island Easter 
Rally 

Come and sample our fine hospitality 
and view our remarkable scenery.

Entry forms will be available from your  
Branch Secretary or the Rally Secretary. 

For Rally and accommodation information contact the Rally 
Secretary: 

    Hugh Cowan Ph. 06 757 2191 
   Email : cowanh@xtra.co.nz.

Saturday 26 February 2011

WellsfOrd-WarkWOrtH Vintage Car CluB

SWAP MEET & 
INAUGURAL  

VETERAN CAR RALLY

Venue:  
Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubrooms 

Satellite Station Rd - 
 off SH.1 - 3 km south of Warkworth

SWAP MEET  
Starts 7.00 a.m 

Entry: Adults $5  Children (under 12) Free 

Vintage Car Display – Car parts old & new - 
Collectibles – Bric-a-brac - Refreshment

VETERAN RALLY  
starts 1.00 pm 

For further information, contact the: Rally Secretary 
Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Club 

P.O. Box 547, Warkworth 0941 
Email: wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz



2011 NatioNal

VEtEraN
rally

18-20 February 2011
Hosted by the Ashburton Branch of the 

Vintage Car Club of NZ (Inc.)

Following on from the Prince Henry Tour, come 
and enjoy the beautifully flat Veteran motoring 

experience that Mid-Canterbury offers.

Starting from our Clubrooms, we are offering two 
routes on sealed roads with low traffic volumes, 

promising relaxed Veteran motoring.

Come and enjoy!

Entry forms available from Rally Secretary:  
Rod Begbie, PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740. 

Email: ashburton@vcc.org.nz

camBRiDge RaceWay, camBRiDge 
Sunday 21 november 2010 

gates open 7am 
Sites – sellers – buyers are $5 each

ORganiSeD By: Waikato Branch of Vintage car club and 
Waikato Vintage Tractor and machinery club

enQUiRieS 
Ph les Webster 027 227 4954 or after 6pm 07 887 4954

Waikato Vintage 
sWapmeet

FoUrth 

PRINCE HENRY FOUNDERS TOUR  
for Veteran Vehicles

Tuesday 15 February - Thursday 17 February 2011

ADVANCE NOTICE

this tour starts at Hanmer springs top 10 Holiday Park with a  
happy hour at 5.30pm on monday 14 February.

overnight stays will be Hanmer springs monday 14,  
Rangiora tuesday 15, methven Wednesday 16, Friday is a lay day in 

Ashburton so accommodation for Rally will start thursday night.

entry Forms will be available from Ray & Glenis miller  
Ph 03 314 4322 or glenray@xtra.co.nz P o Box 74 Hawarden 7348

Bay of Plenty Clubrooms, 29 Cliff Road, Tauranga
Vintage Car Display – Car Parts Old & New – Garage Sale – Collectables – 

Books old & new – a must for car enthusiasts – food hot and cold

Gates open 7am – Stall Holders $10 – Adults $5 – Children Free

All catering by BOP VCC – No other refreshment stalls permitted.

Please contact Colin Anderson 07 570 3590 
Garry Linkhorn 07 549 5272 for further information

Sunday 17 October 2010
NZVCC INC BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH

www.edendalevmc.com

EDENDALE VINTAGE MACHINERY CLUB

24th AnnuAl CrAnk up Weekend
Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 January 2011

Featuring 110 years of allis Chalmers 
tractors, Crawlers and Machinery
Contacts: Shayne Stanton (03) 208 0473 cell 0272 449 579
 John Wallace (03) 206 4127 cell 0276 064 127

100 years of Chevrolet
Contact: Grahame Stewart 03 206 4122

100 years of Masport Mowers and Motors
Contact: David Shaw 021 145 2354
Crank Up Convenor Contact: 
Neil Irwin 03 208 7146

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

30th AnniversAry of the

Waimate Vintage Car Club
Wallaby Rally

Sponsored by

12 FeBRUARy 2011

Rally with a great destination!
Afternoon tea with music at the vineyard

Entry forms & enquiries to: Phone: (03) 689 8103
Robert Todd – Rally Secretary Email: rtodd@paradise.net.nz
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Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

subscribe today 
to send six issues 
a year full of 
motoring features, 
historical articles 
and our popular marketplace to your 
family and friends.
A Beaded Wheels subscription makes 
an ideal gift to send anywhere in 
new Zealand or overseas. 
Phone 03 366 4461 or email us at  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 

give the gift 
that lasts a 
whole year

NEW zEALAND’S FOREMOST HISTORICAL MOTORING MAGAzINE

Yes, the Annual west Coaster is on again!!
relax and enjoy Yourselves . . . 

March 19, 2011
starting at Greymouth

Contact:  roger & irene devlin ph. 03 768 5382 or 
 email: ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz 

Scenicland Rally!

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS



E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEdOS TAChOS GAuGES ClOCkS CABlES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, reV CoUnters, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit AnY instrUMent to AnY  

trAnsMission etC. fULL serViCinG & repAirs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

penRite  
LUBRiCants 
full range in stock

oLD aUto RUBBeR 
products for the car restorer

Vintage aUto paRts
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded Wheels
trade dIreCtory
Connecting enthusiasts and  

professionals around  
New Zealand.

Contact us today to list your business 
here.

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92  

New Zealand 6 Issues $73.50 or 12 issues $144  
Overseas 6 Issues $85.50 or 12 issues $168  

First published in 1973.  
All back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS 
Magazine Australia

Convert and  
Preserve  

your Precious Memories
         SLIDES   PHOTOS    CINE FILM    VIDEO (any format)    

All Converted to DVD       Audio Conversions to CD

• beaded wheels trade directory • beaded wheels trade directory •  
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ashburton  Peter Knight
The annual meeting held in June saw 

a good turnout of members. There were 
quite a few changes to the Branch officers 
for 2010–11. Carol Williamson (Treasurer) 
and Peter Lambie (Club Captain) both 
stood down after several years of sterling 
service. Roger Hart (Treasurer) and Joe 
Barker (Club Captain) replaced them. 
Long serving Librarian Merv Houston 
also retires to be replaced by Milner Jacob. 
Ray Lambert (Committee) did not seek 
re-election, his place being taken by Anne 
Hart. Allan Galletly also did not seek 
re-election for the position of Vice Club 
Captain and was replaced by Val Knight. 
The very experienced Diane Ross has filled 
the position of Patron that was left vacant 
following the death of George Aitken last 
year. Diane brings to the position many 
years of involvement with the NZVCC. 
Many of you will know of her as the former 
South Island Club Captain of the NZVCC. 
Clubroom custodian Bernie Harkness also 
stood down after years of dedicated service. 

Our annual dinner on 15 July attracted 
a very good turnout of approximately 100 
members. Chairman David Oakley with his 
1926 Austin Clifton won the restoration of 
the year. Charlie Eden’s Vauxhall Viva was 
a close runner up. John Lovett received his 
25 year badge, with David Page and Kevin 
Smith to receive theirs at a later date. Our 
guest speaker showed slides and talked of 

his motorcycle tour across the USA on route 
66.

The Winter Solstice Run attracted 
22 cars on a wet miserable day. It was a 
most unusual run in that you set your 
route looking for various landmarks. The 
only rule was to be back to the clubrooms 
by 12.45pm. If you arrived late you were 
disqualified and also a good chance you 
would get no lunch. Everyone had a very 
enjoyable time with the winners being 
Noel and Marie Batty.

Jo Barker’s P60 run attracted 12 vehicles. 
Waikari Valley was the destination, which 
was about a two and half hour drive. It was 
here Andy Fox opened up two large sheds 
for viewing. Both sheds were full of relics 
from several generations plus an impressive 
collection of Vintage and modern cars.

Saturday 25 July saw the combined 
garage raid with South Canterbury North 
Otago and Waimate Branches take place. 
South Canterbury hosted the event this 
year and from reports received it was an 
excellent day out and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all that participated. 

Bay of Plenty  Max Allen 
Branch affairs have been fair humming 

along since our last report. The highlight 
of this period must be the visit of 2012 
International Rally Director, Bruce 
Hutton. Bruce’s highly informative and 
often humorous presentation on the rally 
planning has clearly inspired our members 
with a quick show of hands as to likely 
participants resulting in most of the 60 plus 
members present responding. A big thank 
you, Bruce!

Our mid-week run this month took 
us to the TECT All-Terrain Park on the 
Tauranga-Rotorua direct road. Attendees 
were given a presentation by park manager 
Ric Balfour.

Another highlight of the month was our 
mid-winter awards night where Joe Marsden 
and Maurice Nottle were presented with 
their 50 year Badges. Thank you to Rod 
Brayshaw who made the presentations and 
Yvonne and Ivan Allen for the excellent 
catering job. 

Our July Club Run to the Rotorua area 
was held on a heavenly winters day, and 
ended at the Rotorua clubrooms. Many 
cars from both branches were displayed in 
the sunshine and a few stories swapped, 
including the usual elasticised claims 
for speed, comfort, longevity and fuel 
economy. My wife and I, being committed 
Austinophiles, even got to try on Bill 
Skelton’s Chummy, which proved to be a 
cozy fit. Many thanks to Ron Elton who 
organised the day and the Rotorua Club 
members for their hospitality.

Most recently we did a country ramble, 
which took us to the Waihi area. The day’s 
activities included two garage visits and a 
chance to view progress on Colin Dray’s 
Franklin-powered special. The highlight for 
me was attacking the Trig Road North 
hillclimb course, which my Austin 16/6 did 
in top gear, in decidedly non-record time!

canterbury   Tony becker
From Little River, Queens Birthday 

Weekend; annual Irishman Rally for 2010 
traversed Banks Peninsula’s worst offerings 
before tackling more familiar backcountry 
further south. Rain from Sunday afternoon 
through Monday, affected the whole 
country so swollen rivers and greasy condi-
tions were not untypical for the 120-vehicle 
fleet. Snow fell thickly for Central Otago’s 
Brass Monkey motorcycle rally but 
Irishman Rally managed to ‘Dodge and 
Ford’ most of the rough stuff. 

Club Captain Graeme Sword tried a first 
for the 2010 Autumn Run extending it to 
a full weekend. This proved very popular 
as around 40 vehicles drove to a sunny 
Hawarden where items of interest were 
arranged by Ray and Glenys Miller. An 
excursion via Waiau Township ended at an 
ideal group venue, Hanmer Springs Forest 
Camp. From Saturday night on, the sky 
turned to custard for convertibles, but there 
was no dampening of fun. “It’s in the Bag” 
returned to entertain, and the Sword family 
prepared Saturday evening’s dinner as well 
as a Sunday BBQ. Those with a ‘cossie’ did 
not resist the lure of Hanmer Springs Hot 
Pools in spite of steady rain.

June is AGM time for Canterbury 
Branch, the Parts Shed and Motorcycle 
section. Branch Chairman elect is a return 
role for Marilyn McKinlay, while most other 
positions remained with previous holders. 
One welcome new face, Caroline Kennedy, 
takes on the Treasurer’s job from Rhonda 
Genet who retired after excellent service. 
Jens Christiensen continues to convene 
the motorcycle section and no changes 
affected the Parts Shed committee. Ross 
Butler and Graeme Sword retain Secretary 
and Club Captain positions. An unusually 
large representation from the motorcycle 
section almost doubled usual attendance for 
a Branch AGM. 

Restoration of the Year Run produced 
a small but interesting line-up for judging. 
Tom Steven’s 1911 Ford T was Veteran 
winner, while Don and Marlene Muller’s 
1923 Ansaldo stole Vintage honours. Bob 
Hayes’ rare 1933 Humber earned a Post 
Vintage win with Peter McGrath’s 1939 
Buick Coupe runner-up. Allan Kelly’s Nash 
Metropolitan collected the PWV Trophy as 
did Martin Rooney’s Ford AA-C tow truck 
the Commercial prize. David Foster’s 1956 

Don and Marlene 
Muller’s 1923 
ANSALDO Tourer 

The Italian Ansaldo was built in Torino Italy in 
1923. This car was purchased in 1980 from Paddy 
Williams of Dunedin; it was in sad condition and 
completely stripped down to incomplete parts. 

It had no complete wheels, only three rims 
and three RAF hubs. So after many hours of 
mechanical and body restoration work, it made 
its first appearance at the 2010 South Island 
National Easter Rally in Christchurch; some 30 
years after purchase! Its appearance surprised 
many members who had forgotten Don still owned 
this unique old classic.

A couple of other previous owners in the 1960s 
were, Rodger White and Dale Conlon.

Canterbury Branch

idle
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Ford F100 was runner-up. The McLaughlin 
Trophy went to Dianne and Rob Ross with 
runners up Judy and Don Bennetts. 

central Otago   lindsay olsen
Many members had the opportu-

nity to participate in the Annual Golden 
Times Rally held in conjunction with the 
Arrowtown Autumn Festival. Alan Sutton 
and his team once again planned and 
executed a most memorable event, even 
managing to ensure wonderful weather. 
There were more than 60 cars, with 
a good number from other Branches. In 
the afternoon most cars took part in the 
very popular Arrowtown Autumn Festival 
Parade. Roddy Maxwell took the People’s 
Choice prize with his recently restored 1934 
Chevrolet Coupe, while John Loudon was 
the time trial winner.

The Mothers’ Day Run organised 
by Tracy and Alon Mayhew was a very 
pleasant drive from Cromwell to Luggate 
a meander around the Hawea Flat area, 
before returning to Wanaka for afternoon 
tea via Albert town and Wanaka suburbs. 
The most recent Sunday event saw a small 
number of members visit Paul Crump’s 
and Alan Cleaver’s workshops to admire 
progress on current restorations. 

The Branch AGM took place in 
June, with only a few changes of officers. 
Recognition was given to John Loudon for 
his outstanding contribution to the Branch 
with nearly 30 years commitment to our 
Parts Department. Lynette Duncan was 
also thanked for her dedicated service as 
magazine editor.

While the local motoring scene is 
relatively quiet at present, the same cannot 
be said for activities going on in members’ 
workshops, garages and sheds. 

Robert Duncan displayed his 1918 
Packard Twin Six fleetwood-bodied 
laundalet, and took top Veteran prize at 
the Dunedin Auto Spectacular. He is now 
preparing his 1934 V8 roadster for painting, 
having finished the mechanicals. Garth 
Hogan has his 1937 V12 Lincoln Zephyr 
coupe fully restored and back on road. This 
was his father’s car. Alf O’Sullivan has 

the 1929 Hupmobile now running nicely 
on its new motor and is busy overhauling 
the hydraulic brakes for the coming rally 
season. Roddy Maxwell is tackling the 
boot lid for his latest Chev (a rare Holden 
bodied roadster); Keith Taylor is working 
relentlessly on his Buick restoration (and 
making good progress by all reports); 
Murray Pryde’s latest Mini (wagon) project 
has been painted, the motor is in, and he 
is presently fitting brakes, lights etc. He 
has also acquired a rare Rajo ohv head 
for a Model T, and we are eagerly antici-
pating how this might be used. Paul Crump 
is making steady and meticulous progress 
with his 1927 Model T Roadster, and 
John Martin has taken on another project 
with a nice original Morris Minor Woody 
Traveller, as well as acquiring a 1950 
CycleMaster to add to his two wheeled 
collection. I understand that John is about 
to add “fat-man” steering wheels to his 
commercial offerings. These are certain to 
be sought after, given the demand for his 
wood-working skills.

Preparation is well in hand for the 
Annual Blossom Festival Rally (25 Sept) 
which promises to take in some new 
territory this year and will be slightly longer 
than usual. The Swap Meet is planned for 
the following day, and promises to have a 
good range of vehicles and parts available.

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy growden
Winter has seen our members staying 

closer to home. Nine cars were on display 
among steam traction engines, horse drawn 
transport and old farm equipment at the 
opening of the Water Wheel Museum in 
Kawerau early in June, which other clubs 
may find worth a visit if in this area. The 
annual Night Owl run was on 12 June. It 
started with straight line navigation around 
The Hub carpark, then a cryptic educa-
tional tour of town before heading to the 
Museum for supper.

BOP Branch invited us to their garage 
raid at the end of June where Phil Leaming 
was excited to see an Overland that is in its 
final stage of restoration which is similar to 
his project.

In July we had our annual nobby nosh 
dinner at the fishing club, then many 
members attended the Rotorua swap meet 
which was held in splendid weather. Our 
local run saw us visiting Te Ruru Log Cabin 
which is owned by our members Peter and 
Robyn Hadley. Peter builds log homes and 
Robyn makes lead light windows, including 
an image of their Model A Truck which is 
going to feature in their front door.

Hawke’s Bay   esther Smith
Our August branch meeting has 

for years been an opportunity for the 

Hastings and Napier members to car pool 
and make the journey south to share a 
dinner meeting with our Central Hawke’s 
Bay members. The venue has varied but 
more recently the meeting has been held 
at the Waipukurau RSA. The highlight 
of the evening was the presentation of 
50 year badges to Lionel Priest and Bill 
Inglis. The presentations were made by 
our local Management Committee member 
Diane Quarrie. Though Lionel is no longer 
directly involved with Vintage motoring, he 
still takes a keen interest in the club’s activ-
ities. It was an opportunity for us to recall 
his tremendous contribution to the VCC 
at both National and Branch level. Bill 
spent most of his time farming in Central 
Hawke’s Bay before retiring to Napier, 
so his involvement in Vintage motoring 
was very much dictated by the farming 
calendar. It was a pleasure to see these two 
members honoured.

Entertainment was provided by a video 
of the Branch’s 1984 Homestead Run, part 
of a collection filmed by Geoff Brannan 
when he was a member of the branch. 
The video showed many of the members 
present looking an awful lot younger and of 
course there were numerous comments of “I 
wonder where that car is now?” 

Our August branch run was to the 
Sawyers Arms Hotel at Tikokino on SH 
50. This hotel has recently reopened after 
a rather chequered history. A few hardy 
souls made the trip on a weekend that the 
heavens decided the region was in need of a 
good spring deluge.

Horowhenua   Peter nightingale
In July members enjoyed a Christmas 

midyear dinner held at the branch 
clubrooms. The clubrooms are proving 
a welcome break for passing or visiting 
members with our spare parts area being 
opened for those visitors. 

Club nights are very well attended with 
the spares and library open. After meeting 
at the clubrooms this month’s Sunday Run 
was a short drive for a morning of shed 
raids.

First being Collis Blake’s collection of 
Fordson tractors and implements. Then 
on to Peter Roe’s at Koputaroa. Peter has 
been involved with motorbikes, and also 
has a nice Porsche Coupe and a Mercedes. 
Plenty to play with in his retirement. Then 
by way of contrast, out to Waiterere to 
view Graham Marenzies’ Model Ts – one 
tourer being an original purchased from 
a Southward sale. He also has a TT tip 
truck in original condition. The afternoon 
finished with a visit to Bob Smythe’s Model 
train collection.

Mike Khull has been working a lot on 
other members’ cars and is now dedicating 

Central Otago: Roddy and Yvonne Maxwell’s 
1934 Chevrolet Coupe; People’s Choice at the 
Arrowtown Golden Times Rally.
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some time to the woodwork of his own 1937 
V8 pickup which has a colonial cab. He is 
creating a woody from this. Other members 
are flat-out working on our forthcoming 
motor show.

Our life member Laurie Jenson is soon to 
have his 90th birthday, Laurie still attends 
club nights.

manawatu  Allan hardacre
The past two months for the Manawatu 

Branch has been rather busy with organ-
ising the National AGM for the NZVCC. 
In the end we seemed to get there with 
no hassles and were even able to enjoy the 
weekend. Thanks to all the club members, 
Manawatu and New Zealand-wide for 
getting in behind the event and making it 
work. We really enjoyed hosting you at the 
clubrooms on Sunday morning. Thanks also 
to the National Management Committee 
for their much appreciated efforts over the 
past year to keep our cars on the road 
and National events running. I know that 
vigilance is always needed as the rules set by 
Government and NZTA change, often with 
the potential of catching our cars in the net 
and restricting the freedom that we enjoy 
in using New Zealand roads for our Vintage 
motoring.

Manawatu is preparing for the great 
indoor swapmeet in the Feilding Arena on 
16 October, so we look forward hosting 
more than a few of you as rusty bits are 
again redistributed around the country. 

A big group from the branch went 
through to Wanganui a few weeks ago to 
see what was on offer at the motor auction. 
I don’t think any new cars came to the 
Manawatu but Ed Boyd has told me that 
a lot sold well as far as he was concerned. 
That’s good as it means that the VCC 
movement is alive and well and even better, 
we’ll see new cars on the road in the future. 

marlborough    John white
In July our Branch joined Nelson and 

West Coast branches at Lake Rotoiti for 
the annual snow run. There wasn’t any 
snow but it was cold enough despite being 
a sunny day. This was the largest crowd 
of branch members to attend this event 
to date. A fabulous variety of branch cars 
was gathered at the hall and brought lots 
of passing traffic in to view the display. 
In August our branch organised Sporting 
Trial was held, as previously, on Moston 
Wadsworth’s farm in relatively fine weather 
according to organiser Lyall Mooney. I note 
from the results that Nelson Branch won 
most of the placings. It is of interest to note 
that at each mud trial event, new improved 
specials are turning up and those who have  
trialled before continue to improve their 
machines and techniques. It is becoming 

much more competitive these days. On 
Labour Weekend we hold the Biennial 
rally organised jointly between Nelson and 
Marlborough Branches. On the Saturday 
prior to the rally we are also organising a 
Swap Meet on our Brayshaw club grounds 
commencing at 1pm. Our motorcycle 
section has been as active as ever and 
considering the inclement weather we have 
had over the past month or so turnouts 
have been reasonable.

northland  Terry lambess
Our end of registration run started out 

dull and wet but the sun shone and weather 
improved as the day went on. The route 
took in parts of the Rally of New Zealand 
roads. This proved most interesting. We 
climbed quite high and enjoyed spectacular 
veiws over the hills to Whangarei Harbour 
and inlets with many questions to keep the 
navigators busy. Word was the rally drivers 
did the section in six minutes, I’ll bet they 
didn’t enjoy the view! First place was shared 
between Ava Keith Thomas and this scribe. 
It was nice to see 20 year old Joseph Young 
driving the ex Eric McRae Model T, it had 
been in storage for 20 years with a broken 
crankshaft. Joe fixed it and tidied it up and 
it goes well, Great job Joe!

Our July club night saw a good muster of 
members turn out to brush up on rally rules, 
especially straight line navigation. The July 
event was a mystery bus trip with members 
travelling north to Kerikeri to view Pete’s 
Pioneer Museum. Back on the bus and off 
to view the Minerva boat restoration which 
is about to begin. This boat was well known 
on the Kaipara harbour for many years. In 
the afternoon all travelled to Adrian and 
Sylvia Garretts’ to view their collection 
of horse-drawn vehicles. They also have 
several heavy horses to pull these vehicles. 
Adrian harnesses them most days and takes 
them down through the township.

nelson   Pat Kennedy
With the spring type weather our Club 

events have been well attended – both 
club nights and runs. Our Snow Run to 
St Arnaud in July was a great success as a 
combined club event. Twenty-three West 
Coast and 55 Marlborough members joined 
Nelson Club members on the run, making 
approximately 180 in the local hall for 
lunch. As an aside to this the lunch was 
a fundraiser for a local St Arnaud lady, 
Alison Higgins, to go towards getting her 
and her horse to the World Equestrian 
Games in Kentucky USA.

For the first time in several years a Quiz 
Night was held, which was very successful 
thanks to our Chairman Gordon Taylor’s 
ingenuity. 

Several of our members took part in 
the annual birthday celebration for Henry 
Ford at the Ford Day at Rabbit Island. 
Approximately 100 cars on display for the 
public to enjoy from Model Ts to Mustangs. 

The forever popular garage raid attracted 
the punters, especially with free admission 
to the World of Wearable Arts Museum 
and 150 beautifully restored vehicles. Then 
it was on to Nelson Airport’s new mainte-
nance hanger. For $2.1 million you can 
purchase a new DASH 8 motor or $540 for 
a new propeller. Finally on to local member 
Gordon Dakin’s Autofocus restoration shop, 
full to the gunwhales with work from all 
over New Zealand. 

We welcome new member Andrew 
Savage to our group with his 1930 Plymouth 
Coupe.

north Otago  Judith and John Miller
The North Otago Branch had a 

successful pre 1939 run (incorporating The 
Topless Tour) around North Otago on 14-15 
August. On Saturday participants toured 
the downlands of North Otago on good 
motoring, largely gravel surfaces. Through 
the old gold fields of Livingstone, into 
Dansey’s Pass to Ben Ledi Station where 

Manwatu: A lineup of club vehicles outside the RSA, Venue for the 2010 National AGM
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blade shearing was taking place. This 
proved interesting viewing, as some of 
the visitors had never seen this before. 
After lunch the tour moved on to a small 
lavender farm and shop further up the 
pass. Lee Orchard and Margaret Wing 
looked the part in the Chev 4 Special, as 
did the large Buicks sweeping round our 
country roads. The Sunday run skirted the 
forestry areas, with stops at Herbert for 
some Heritage shopping, before returning 
to the clubrooms for lunch.

The Branch is looking forward to its 
50th Jubilee celebrations, with special 
efforts being put into our Windsor Rally on 
4 December. The branch is also hosting the 
Commemorative Rally in early November, 
which is for Veteran cars. They are to 
travel from Christchurch to Dunedin and 
back. The National Motor Cycle Rally’s 
planning is also in full swing for next 
March. The Branch is looking forward to 
hosting many from neighbouring branches 
to help us make this a memorable year for 
North Otago. The Historic Precinct makes 
a magnificent backdrop for our vehicles. 

Oamaru was host to a collection of 50 
Mustangs in August – very impressive. 

north shore  brent Mathieson.
The new committee has settled into its 

work and the major task in the next 12 
months is to progress the new shed which 
will house the branch’s restored vehicles. 
There is no doubt that many seen and 
unforeseen challenges lie ahead.

June’s run saw 32 entries in the North 
Shore/Auckland combined rally heading 
north from our club house to Stillwater 
and back to the club house via Waitoki 
and Dairy Flat. A challenging run in wet 
conditions saw Auckland entries scooping 
the prize pool.

The July run was a sedate affair and 17 
vehicles visited the Bees on Line Café for 
brunch then on to Rex and Rita Cottrell’s 
home for a visit. These follow the leader 
runs are becoming more and more popular.

Augusts’ run saw 35 entrants assemble 
at the Dairy Flat hall and motor from there 
over very good, and in most cases previ-
ously unseen roads, ending mid afternoon 
in the car park opposite the Puhoi pub. 

Work continues with enthusiasm on the 
Dennis bus and Chevrolet fire truck by 
regular attendees’ and visitors. There can 
be up to 40 people in the restoration shed 
on a Thursday morning. Visitors from other 
branches who wish to view these projects 
are welcome. 

Otago   Arthur bennett
The P60V Rally organised by Nicola 

Wilkinson attracted a good number of 
participants, although not all qualified 
to be eligible in that class. The winner 
was Ron Hammer and team from South 
Canterbury in his 1972 Triumph 2000, 

Nelson: 2010 snow run.

Otago: Photo of group outside D.C.Ross Ltd

North Otago: At Ben Ledi

North Otago: Lee Orchard and Navigator Margaret Wing at Ben Ledi

North Otago:South Island Club Captain ready to leave
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which formerly belonged to Bill Veitch’s 
father. The guest club for the afternoon run 
was the MG Club. The annual GM Night 
Rally had very good support, even from 
Timaru and South Otago. The winner was 
Ron Hammer, 1973 Vauxhall Celebra. On 
the Sunday they took part in the Denis 
Johnson Memorial Run run to Owaka in 
South Otago. It was named after our former 
Treasurer and a member of the Vauxhall 
Club. The Sparkaholics August run and 
get-together for about 30 members of the 
branch, visited D.C. Ross Ltd., Tool Makers. 
The company makes car componetry for 
the new car industry including locking 
devices, window winders, brake parts and 
seat adjusters. The Manager, Bob Houliston, 
told me they send several containers per 
month to their Melbourne Warehouse 
to hold for just-in-time manufacturing. 
This system is used by many assemblers 
of products where they don’t have to pay 
for or hold stock on their premises until 
required at the correct time of assembly. 
This includes Ford Australia, Holden and 
Toyota. D.C. Ross also send componetry 
to General Motors, America, Indonesia, 
China, Korea and Russia. The Sparkaholics 
next run is by bus down to Richardson’s 
Truck Museum at Invercargill. This museum 
gets larger and more fantastic with each 
visit, with no chance of seeing only old dust 
covered wrecks there. Most vehicles have 
been restored to as new, including a 1988 
Mack which has done close to 8 million 
kilometres.

Rotorua  Jackie Mowbray
July was a busy month for members with 

the Central North Island Swap Meet. After 
28 years at the Rotorua Racing Club, a 
change of venue was made to the Rotorua 
Stock Car grounds. Phil Menzies and his 
team had a few anxious times, but the move 
was a great success. A brilliant crisp frosty 
morning helped. There were a few things 
not quite right, but these will be addressed 
next year.

Swap meets seems to bring out extraor-
dinary camaraderie; not only amongst our 
own members but also with buyers and 
sellers alike This year was no different. Long 
may it last.

On July 25 we hosted the Bay Of Plenty 
Branch to afternoon tea. They had been 
doing a tiki tour of our city. 

The mid weekers recently paid a visit to 
Graeme Collett, car restorer in Cambridge, 
where they were joined by several members 
from the Waikato Branch.

Jim Maud is currently working on the 
restoration of a 1912 Sunbeam. 16/20hp 
4.1 litre 4 cylinder sporting tourer with a 
104½ inch wheel base. There is one other in 
N.Z, another in Australia and three or four 

similar models in the UK. This Sunbeam 
was purchased as a dismantled wreck in 
Yaldhurst, Christchurch in 1973 and many 
bits and pieces were missing. Over the inter-
vening years these have all been located 
both here and in Australia.

Restoration of the engine and other 
components has progressed slowly over 
this time, fitted in between other projects. 
Completed so far are the prominent large 
brass square-tube radiator, rear mounted fuel 
tank, both axles and the five 880 x120 wire 
wheels. Jim knows where the tunnel is, and 
thinks he can just make out the light at the 
end of it!

south canterbury  bill weir
Despite snow the South Canterbury All 

British Vehicle Day wasn’t too unpleasant 
down at Caroline Bay for the display. We 
ended up with over 100 registered for the 
run, with a few more owners just happy to 
join in for the display. After a brief tour 
of the backroads, first stop was at Levels 
Raceway for a sedate drive round in single 
file. Because of the number of entrants it 
had to be limited to just one lap per car 
although a few were seen to come in and go 
around again. Everyone enjoyed themselves 
here and luckily nobody ended up in the 
tyre wall.

The End of Season Run on 20 June saw 
a surprisingly large number arrive at the 
clubrooms for the final run of the season 
despite it being a dismal drizzly morning. 
As we headed inland through Bluecliffs 
towards the Hunter Hills the weather lifted 
a little which made it a bit more pleasant 

and made for a enjoyable run down Back 
Line road through Hunter to Waimate.

A very good attendance was evident at 
the Branch’s AGM with the Management 
Committee being nominated and remaining 
the same team as last year with the 
exception of the Secretary’s position. Norm 
Bunt has stood down and his position taken 
by Michelle Munro. The Stevenson Trophy 
for best restoration went to Russel Dale for 
the nice job he did on the Morris 8 Sports. 
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South Canterbury: Russell and Margaret Dale in 
the Morris 8 Sports that won Stevenson Trophy.

South Canterbury: The organiser Grant Stewart 
flying the flag on The All British Day.

South Canterbury: Vehicles at the start of the End 
of Season run.

South Canterbury: Some of the cars on a “sedate” 
drive at Levels Raceway.

Rotorua: Swap Meet 2010 at its new venue.
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35 year badges were presented to Russel 
Dale, Esme Jones, Joyce Jones and Gordon 
Stevenson. 25 year badges to Stewart Frew 
and Bruce Slater.

southland  Malcolm hodgkinson
The Southland Branch held its AGM 

recently and the election of officers was a 
simple task as there were no changes. It’s 
great to see members willing to continue 
with these sometimes time consuming jobs.

A car trial was held recently which was 
a joint venture between the Southland 
Branch and the Southland Sports Car 
Club. Some interesting activities were 
included followed by a game of bingo, prize 
giving and supper. One VCC member did 
manage to get on the podium.

On 3 July a garage tour was held and 
attended by 40 members. This was a 
great day out taking in various garages 
containing an interesting array of cars and 
motorcycles, including a range of Rootes 
Group products.

The monthly mid-week runs continue to 
be well supported with 23 vehicles turning 
up last month. These runs take in some 
interesting areas and generally include a 
nice lunch at the organised destination.

Coming up is our annual auction night 
where a whole range of goodies can be 
purchased for a nominal fee. Also planned 
is the ever popular Moped Rally where 
motorcyclists can show off their highly 
polished machinery.

south Otago   John Cook
With the elections all over for another 

year we welcome Ian McDonald who 
has taken on the job of our Branch Club 
Captain. I am sure he will get a lot of 
support from our members. The annual 
Clutha Rally is to be held on 13 November 
2010. Organising and planning by Stuart 
and Noeline Milne and committee 
members is well in hand. We do hope that 
we get to see some familiar faces that have 
joined us in previous years at this our 39th 
rally, and of course any new ones would also 
be very welcome. Next year is the branch’s 
40th year and we are planning a bit of 
a celebration in May 2011. If you would 
like to come and celebrate with us please 
contact Stuart Milne 03 417 4352 evenings 
for more information.

There have been a few new cars in 
branch members’ garages. Barry and 
Lorraine Delaney have a 1956 Hillman 
Californian. Don and Jean Jenks have 
added a 1965 Singer Gazelle to theirs and 
Len and Erril Bennet have sold their 1956 
Vauxhall Cresta and have bought a 1965 
Morris Oxford. There have been some resto-
rations going on as well, Wayne Stevenson 
has nearly completed his 1936 Ford Tudor 

brought new from Milton Motors by his 
grandfather and used up until 1972. A New 
Beauty Ford was traded for this purchase. 
Chris Haldor has completed the restoration 
of a 1928 Model A sedan and is at present 
working on a 1928 Studebaker. We would 
also like to welcome new member Shane 
Jamieson and his Ford Cortinas.

The second weekend of August saw the 
woman folk of the branch have a craft 
afternoon at the clubrooms organised 
and run by Beryl Duthie. It was very well 
received and well supported. 

taranaki    Colin Johnston
Members of our branch who loaned 

their cars for the filming of the movie 
Predicament were invited to attend the 
premiere of the film in Hawera. Members 
also drove the members of the cast to the 
theatre and when they alighted from the 
cars they walked up the red carpet with 
other dignitaries. If you have a chance to 
see the film you will see scenes that were 
filmed in Eltham with our members cars 
on the streets and being driven by the lead 
actors in the film.

Some of our members attended the big 
swapmeet at Rotorua and this year it was 
held at the new venue in Paradise Valley. 
While the morning started with a –2˚ frost 
and it was still evident at 11am, it did 
not seem to discourage the huge crowd 
from finding the bargain that they had 
been hunting for. Congratulations to the 
Rotorua Branch for the event being very 
well run considering the new venue.

Robin and Sylvia Voss attended the 
Wanganui Branch Burma Trail with three 
other Taranaki entrants and a field of 36 
vehicles and the rally took them over the 
Burma Hill. Taranaki members all came 
away with a prize in their class with Robin 
and Sylvia Voss winning the overall prize.

Ces Budd in New Plymouth is restoring 
a TQ or three quarter midget speedway race 
car that was raced at the New Plymouth 
Waiwakaiho race track in 1960. TQs were 
powered at first with a 500cc motor cycle 
engine. Also Max Rutherford is restoring 
two road racing JBS 500s that were built 
in 1951/1952 in England by John Bottoms 
and sons. They were built to a formula that 
was designed for cheap racing after the 
war years. They were powered by 500cc 
JAP speedway motors and motor cycle 
gearboxes. A total of 20 JBS were built in 
England.

taupo  greg nattrass 
July club night saw two of our members, 

Rod and Helen Campbell, who were previ-
ously real estate agents, draw a large group 
of members in to hear them talk about the 
highs and lows of their time in real estate 

dealings. Over the night we welcomed new 
members to our club in Brian Grace and 
Wendy Leo, Eric Carr (who owns an MG), 
Bob Severne (who has just purchased an 
Austin 10) and John and Glenys Harvey 
who own a 1923 Model T.

Our club also participated in the local 
Hobby Expo at the Taupo events centre. 
The Jefferies’ ‘37 fast back V8, Campbell’s 
Model A raceabout, Ransley’s 1937 Morris 
8, Pointon’s Riley RMB, and Ridley’s NZeta 
motorcycle. All beautifully presented and 
attracting a lot of interest. We gave out 
nine information booklets to prospective 
members, and plenty of people were inter-
ested in the display and the branch.

The club run in July was the brass 
monkey run, with 19 cars on the start 
line. A good turn out and run around the 
streets, with three different tasks. These 
being to guess how far you travel as your car 
does a revolution of a wheel; what is in the 
darkened cage? (This was a brass monkey), 
and guessing how far the front of your car is 
from a pole. This was won by Bob Severne 
and Greg Nattrass.

August club night saw Bruce Hutton, 
director of the 2012 International Rally 
and Mike Hull visit our club to explain 
where they were at with the planning for 
the event in Wanganui. A very eye opening 
night with the size that the event is to be 
and what is involved with the planning. A 
very informative night for all who attended.

Our Club Captain’s Run in August saw 
10 cars and 26 people meeting at Lava 
Glass, just north of Taupo on the Rotorua 
Rd. We were sent away at minute intervals 
to travel around the outskirts of Orakei 
Korako. This run had a mixture of sealed 
and gravel roads, and with recent rain 
made it a bit tight in places with a few 
slips on the road. We came out at Waikite 
Valley, eventually arriving at the Waiotapu 
Hotel for a very enjoyable lunch and 
chat. Congratulations to Ray and Shona 
Harwood on their successful win of this 
event.

waikato  Jeremy brook
Our branch continues to organise a 

diverse range of activities which involve 
many of our members. 

Both July and August club nights 
had great speakers. In July we had Judge 
Rosemary Riddell and her husband Mike, 
who are director and producer respectively 
of their feature film The Insatiable Moon. 
This first screened at film festivals around 
the country and is now on general release. 
They provided a very good insight into 
film making in NZ and its frustrations and 
rewards. 

August club night featured Jeremy 
Newell, serious crash investigator with the 
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NZ Police. He had a graphic presentation 
on Waikato car crashes. He talked of the 
hazards that cause cars to crash and people 
to die and his role in investigating the 
deaths. He spoke of the subsequent road 
improvements that can remedy specific 
high-crash spots.

The club run in July, organised by Paul 
Fussy, was a visit to Te Aroha to hear an 
ancient and very rare Queen Anne organ 
being played. This was well supported and 
enjoyed by Club members. The June night 
rally, organised by Bruce Murcott, had the 
20 drivers and navigators having to think 
hard to decipher the night-specific instruc-
tions. Winners were Don Missen and Betty 
Beatty.

Another successful Ladies Rally, 
organised by Jackie Larsen and Jan 
Dearlove, was held in August with a turnout 
of 68 women. The enjoyable touring route, 
the up-market packed lunch and energetic 
tabloid sports at the Mangapiko Hall at 
lunchtime and the sumptuous afternoon 
tea, all fitted with the ‘old fashioned fun’ 
theme. Winners were Lynne McGaughey 
and Marion Sell. 

wairarapa  Kevin ball
A chance to get up close and personal 

with a Veteran steam car was the highlight 
of Wairarapa’s August run, the Margaret 
Gee Memorial Rally. Twenty cars took part 
in a low key run that ended with a visit 
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Wairarapa: Martin Hutchinson with his 1904 Mountaineer motorcycle.

Wairarapa: New Branch Chairman Neville 
Taylor with his 1956 AJS.

Wairarapa: Will Holmes with his new baby, a 1903 - 04 Stanley Steamer.

to the home of Will and Ruby Holmes, 
in Greytown, to inspect Will’s recently-
acquired 1903 – 04 Stanley Steamer.

The immaculate old vehicle was 
imported from the United States by an 
Australian, who died when the restoration 
was nearly complete. His widow had the 
project finished and sold the car to Will.

The branch is looking forward to seeing 
the car in action this summer, once the new 
owner masters the myriad dials, buttons 
and levers that operate it.

Another significant development has 
seen Martin Hutchinson, of Greytown, 
complete a three-year restoration of a 
Veteran bike with some local history. His 
1904 Mountaineer is believed to have been 
raced, with considerable success, early last 
century by Greytown identity Carn  Bidwell 

A new development for club nights 
is proving popular; a top table display 
of unusual and interesting objects, not 
necessarily motoring. Objects seen so far 
include a lever for replacing wooden spokes 
in wagon wheels, a brand new de Dion 
spark plug, a set of antique teaspoons, a 
railways signals repeater, a wartime 3.7 inch 
AA shell with a tragic history (the diver 
who recovered it committed suicide after 
contracting the bends) and a collection of 
brass bits of unknown use or origin.

The branch has a new chairman, Neville 
Taylor, who runs an Austin 10 and who 
has just completed the total restoration of 
a 1956 AJS motorcycle. Neville, formerly 
club captain, takes over as chairman 
from Howard Sims, who has stepped into 
Neville’s old job. One of Neville’s missions 
is greater inclusion of motorcycle owners in 
club events.
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waitemata   di humphreys
Perfect weather for open motoring, 

middle of winter, only open VCC accept-
able vehicles and no matter what the 
weather, tops must remain down! Anne 
Thomson’s 6am call, approximately 40 cars, 
Vintage and classic, were assembled for the 
early breakfast at Bosco Café, Te Kuiti, 17 
July. Here at 7am the first car was sent off 
on the annual R’Oil Can Rally.

Throughout the day we criss-crossed the 
central North Island taking in some great 
scenery, excellent R’Oil Can roads, good 
food and just enough water to christen the 
new upholstery in the Humphreys’ Daimler 
Dart. Great to have so many non branch 
members participating and great to have so 
many kids sharing in this adventurous day. 

Thanks to Anne and her band of happy 
helpers we thoroughly enjoyed a great 2010 
R’Oil Can. Congratulations to winners and 
therefore next year’s organisers, Ian and 
Jacqui Goldingham. 

Waitemata’ites joined the Daimler 
SP250 Club for a run to a Military Museum 
at Tauwhare, near Cambridge. The collec-
tion, belonging to Andy Moreland and 
family has been collected over many years, 
and a purpose built shed keeps it all in 
excellent condition where it is displayed 
extremely well. I still found this collection 
fascinating even on this, my second visit.

wanganui   fay Chamberlain
I’m not starting off with a weather report, 

but it does explain the lack of outdoor 
activities over the past couple of months. 
The annual Night Trial was held despite 
the weather, and in the dark of course. 
Many brave souls took part and thoroughly 
enjoyed the trip, including the free ice 
creams/hot chocolate. Many thanks to the 
organiser, Evan Forsyth and his “extended 
family” for the evening. Just to add a twist, 
the person who came last was declared the 
winner, so next year, Linda Kendrick and 
her family are all keen to go.

Membership continues to grow. We 
welcome to the Branch Linda and Rob 
O’Keefe (1938 Chev truck), and Reg and 
Vicki Rees (1975 Norton Commando 

Roadster, 1961 Honda, 1954 Victoria Power 
Cycle and a 1937 Dodge pickup truck.)

Ian Chamberlain has now completed his 
conversion of a 1921 Ford Model T Truck 
into a travelling fairground organ (Rosie). 
The sound of music will be out and about 
once the weather improves!

Scrap metal continues to be a great 
fundraiser. A very willing band of members 
work hard on this. 

Club nights continue to be well 
attended. NI Club Captain John Foot 
dropped in at the August one, and gave us a 
good run down on the business of running 
rallies. and once again Ed Bleakley was 
helpful to newer members, explaining the 
rules of straightline and tulip navigation. 
Next month the annual shiny parts and all 

Waitemata: Left: Morning tea stop at the Dam Café Whakamaru. Waitemata: Left: Evening finish at Diocesan 
School for Girl

Wellington: Briefing stop.

Wellington: Roy Southward’s restoration in 
progress

Wellington: Terry O’Leary’s restoration in progress

Wellington: Lunch stop.



idletorque

54 Beaded Wheels

OBITUARY
George Raymond (Ray) 
Boswell 
Horowhenua Branch

George Raymond Boswell passed away 
on 15 July 2010 aged 85.

I first met Ray when he came to Upper 
Hutt in 1955 after he and Barbara married.

He was a chemist and came to work at 
the Hopper’s pharmacy.

The Wellington Branch of the VCC 
was formed in July 1956 and the first rally 
was in November 1958 from Upper Hutt to 
Lower Hutt.

We didn’t have a lot of motor cars at 
that time so the Wanganui Branch was 
invited and about eight to ten cars came 
down.

On the day of the rally, Brian Walker 
and his wife were there in their Veteran 
Zedel and Ray and Barbara were passengers 
with them. With this early introduction to 
Vintage cars they got the bug.

In 1959 Ray purchased the now well 
known 1925 Austin 12/4 tourer and joined 
the Wellington Branch.

He and I became firm friends and 
worked on one anothers cars. He was a dab 

hand at woodwork and made new hood 
bows for my Overland in the late ‘60s, a 
new sub frame for my Model A and also 
new hood bows in the ‘70s.

In the early ‘70s he was the branch’s 
Treasurer and was always at all the working 
bees.

He had his own chemist shop in Upper 
Hutt for about 25 years and then sold it 
and his Silverstream home and moved to 
McArthur Street, Levin in 1985.

He transferred his membership to 
Horowhenua and stayed very active in the 
branch. Again he did a spell as Treasurer 
and was very busy with his carpentry in 
the early clubrooms extension. Ray said 
he would do most things but painting was 
not his thing. However he always seemed 
to have paint on him and was seen to 
paint most of the props for one of our fund 
raising motor shows.

When we purchased the damaged 
restaurant next door he became one of the 
Thursday gang who had a regular working 
day each week.

When we built our present clubrooms 
complex at the AP&I Showgrounds he was 
working there too.

He had two E Series Morris and one 
became his regular car around town. Ray 
had a great run out of his Austin “Gertie” 
which was only recently sold to Bob 
Clarke in Nelson. At this stage Ray said he 
couldn’t drive her anymore.

He was also a foundation member of the 
Austin Register which recently celebrated 
its first 40 years.

In March Ray was presented with his 
50 year award by National President John 
Coomber. He will be sadly missed by 
Barbara and his close friends. Goodbye and 
rest in peace Ray.

 Ivan Benge.

other interesting stuff, auction will be held. 
Always gets a great turnout.

wellington  ray betteridge
In July we had our first Remembrance 

Rally and a good bunch of cars headed 
over to the Wairarapa on a sunny day. A 
visit to Stonehenge was enjoyed by all but 
as they missed the solstice were unable 
to appreciate the “powers” celebrated for 
3000 years. Lunch at the Gladstone Inn 
provided a quiet time to remember our past 
members.

Who said our members no longer 
wanted off road stuff? When two – not so 
little – green men announced a Leprechaun 
Rally on 22 August, cars and people came 
out of the woodwork and 40 vehicles 
assembled in Upper Hutt to travel west 
behind Cannon Point. We climbed and 
descended endless rough roads, through 
ever changing scenery with bush views, 
Hutt Valley views and then views to Mana 
Island and Cook Strait. Our green men 
Basil and Kim organised a fantastic day.

I was privileged to call on two of our 
members who are doing significant restora-
tions. Roy Southward’s 1932 Alfa Romeo 
Zagato bodied roadster is nearing the end 
of a major restoration to a standard that a 
vehicle of this rarity and quality demands. 

Roy hopes to have it completed early in 
2011.

At a similar stage is Terry O’Leary’s 
1935 Buick Sedan. A change from his 
Packard but certainly in the big league. 
The hard work is all done and assembly 
is under way with a view to finish for our 
next Colonial Cup.

wellsford/warkworth  
 rita Jorgensen

The 57 entrants really appreciated a 
fine day for our Annual Winter Woollies 
wander on 3 July. The route took us from 
Wellsford to Pakiri on the east coast, 
stopping at Lake Tomorata. Then it was 
on to Mangawhai Heads and Waipu with 
some spectacular ocean views along the 
way. In the afternoon we crossed to the 
Maungaturoto area east of wellsford to link 
up with SH1, finishing at the clubrooms. 
Winners were:
P60V (and first overall)
roy & gaye london 1966 wolesely
PWV
Victor Carppe
Post Vintage
Tim Can 1938 Chevrolet
Vintage
richard & Mary lloyd 1929 buick

Every year on the Sunday following the 
wander we have inspected the progress on 

the restoration of the scow Jane Gifford, this 
year we motored a short distance down the 
Mahurangi River on her. The masts and 
riggings are up but not yet equipped with 
sails. 

Our Triple Combined Rally was held 
on Sunday 15 August. The Hibiscus Coast 
enthusiasts section took the 27 entrants on 
country roads west from Dairy Flat, with a 
list of road code question to answer along 
with Way. North Short Branch organised 
the next section after lunch with silent 
checks, quesions and some straight line 
navigation. Wellsford/Warkworth branch 
took on the last section with questions 
and silent checks which finished at Puhoi 
Domain.
Results
Hibiscus Coast Section
1 Tony & Angela forster 1965 Mg
 Chris and Joanie field 1954 daimler
Nth Shore Branch Section
1 Mick and Sue guffogg + levi 1967 Morris  
   Minor 1000
Wellsford/Warkworth Section
1 brian and Sandra Strickland 1951 buick
 Peter and heather lloyd 1965 ford Zodiac
 Alan and Sharaan Price 1967 Vauxhall
Overall Winners
1= Alan and Sharaan Price 
 Mic and Sue guffogg + levi
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32 years experience • qualified tradesman •  
cars • trucks • tractors • motorbikes • full or part restorations undertaken 

cars for sale go to www.scottsrestorations.com

P 03 314 4992 M 027 221 8092 email thescotts@scorch.co.nz

FORMERLY PEARSONS VINTAGE CARS

Classic and Vintage Restorations
North caNterbury
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on


