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Contact national office for all queries 
regarding VICs, logbooks, historic Race Licences, 
Lighting Endorsement, Registration of vehicles, 
address changes, Subscriptions, Membership 
Cards, Speed events.

The Vintage Car Club Of New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office,  
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273 
Email admin@vcc.org.nz
 

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON 
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND 
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA  
PO Box 22-431, High Street, 
Christchurch 8142 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY 
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8052 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO 
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo 
Whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH 
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE  
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE  
PO Box 329, Gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY  
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
HOROWHENUA  
PO Box 458, Levin 5540 
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 

KING COUNTRY 
C/- 34 House Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU  
PO Box 385 
Palmerston North 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH 
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7315 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON  
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND  
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH OTAGO 
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH SHORE  
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO  
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA  
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY  
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND  
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH OTAGO  
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa, 
Balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz

SOUTH WAIKATO 
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI  
C/- 86 Wilson St, Hawera 4610 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO 
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO  
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE  
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz
WAIRARAPA 
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 

WAITEMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI  
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON 
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH 
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST  
C/- 9 Stafford Rd, 
Hokitika 7882 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz 

Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
until October 2010.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and 
information (where available) are always 
welcome.
Please send original photographs of 
historical interest with any available 
information to: 
Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

Compiled by Chris Slater from 
pictures and information supplied by 
John Arnold, Dalefield, Carterton – 
grandson of WA Arnold.

The photographs show the business 
of W A Arnold, Taranaki Street, 
Wellington, who held the New 
Zealand agency for SPA (lorries and 
cars), an Italian manufacturer. The 
W A Arnold company specialised 
in tyres and had a special press 
for pressing solid rubbers on to 
commercial vehicle wheels. Also 
known for having the first kerbside 
benzine pump in Wellington.

On a delivery journey a new SPA 
lorry went over the bank on the 
Paekakariki Hill Road and caught 
fire. The remains were visible for 
many years.

The SPA company (Societa 
Piemontese Automobili) 
manufactured cars and lorries 
from 1906 until 1926 when it was 
absorbed by the Fiat empire. Only 
lorries bearing the SPA name 
continued to be built from then on.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2011.

PRESIDENT 
John Coomber  
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION 
John Foot 
07 823 5641 nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION 
John Chynoweth 
03 439 5474 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER 
Michael Lavender  
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR 
Rod Brayshaw 
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD 
Frank Renwick 
03 352 4383  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Bob Ballantyne 
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony Bartlett 
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST 
Betty Wallace 
03 942 2723  gbwallace@netspeed.net.nz
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This issue Behind the Wheel of the Audi 
Quattro A2, page 34.

Sides going up on the restoration of 
Dennis, page 20.

The Birth of Holden continued page 12.
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Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. By way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
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the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly club 
magazine in March 1955 which was the successor 
to the monthly Guff Sheet.
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president’s 
message

For those of us who live in Canterbury, 
the new year got off to a shaky start with 
a renewed series of earthquakes, some 
of which have been quite destructive. 
Christine and I missed the large shake on 
Boxing Day as we were travelling on the 
Canterbury Branch Boxing Day run, and 
our only indication was a sense that maybe 
we had a flat tyre in the Plymouth. A good 
selection of vehicles attended this tradi-
tional event and we enjoyed catching up 
with many Canterbury Branch members. 
The New Year’s Day event at Little River 
hosted by Banks Peninsula was again a 
spectacular day with a good turnout of 
vehicles and great entertainment. I would 
like to thank the organisers of these events 
which provide a lot of pleasure for many of 
our members and a relaxing change from 
many of our more competitive events.

North Otago Branch has been busy 
hosting the 2010 reenactment of the Motor 
Reliability Trial 100 years earlier, the 50th 
Windsor Rally in December, and will host 
the National Motorcycle rally in February. 
There are many motorcyclists eagerly antic-
ipating this event, and the tour afterwards. 
We had the privilege of being invited to 
attend the Windsor Rally, and were hosted 
by Branch Chairman Gordon Hay and his 
wife Joy. This was a well organised event, 
celebrating 50 years of this rally, and it 
brought back memories of competing in 
this rally several times in the mid 1970s. 
We enjoyed the back seat ride in Gordon’s 
Hillman and the entertainment provided 
by his navigator, Aileen Woods. Part way 
through the rally, I sensed that I knew 
Aileen from some of the stories she told. 
Then it dawned on me that I had read a 
very interesting article about her in The 
Way We Were by Grant Hitchings several 
years before. This was published in issue 
288 in November 2007. Aileen was invited 
to cut the cake at the rally dinner as a 
distinguished and long serving member of 
the branch. We really enjoyed her company 
and the entertaining stories she could tell, 
and I agree with Grant’s comments in 
his 2007 article. She is a remarkable lady. 
This also brought home to me the value 
of the articles Grant has been producing 
over many years, and the collective history 
preserved.

As I write, the Management Committee 
are about to meet for our January meeting 
at Wanganui in order to meet with the 
Rally 2012 committee and check some of 

as we see it

In the last issue we aired comment from 
Frank Metcalfe headed up Two Wheels and 
Other Things. I hope this occasional offering 
becomes a regular feature of each issue but 
that is up to Frank and we don’t want to put 
him under too much pressure! This issue 
has the second article from him and he 
provides us with an interesting point of view 
in an easy-to read manner. 

That it is about motorcycles makes 
me happy, but even the died in the wool 
non-motorcyclist should find something 
interesting in there. It is a fact that within 
the VCC membership there are many who 
have motorcycles as well as cars. Some 
branches, Canterbury for one but there 
are others, have a very strong motorcycle 
section which is as it should be. After all, 
motorcycles played a huge part in early 
life in New Zealand as in other countries. 
I still remember the many combinations 
(motorcycle with sidecar) being used in the 
‘50s by the family man who needed cheap 
transportation for his wife and maybe two 
children. With car prices and availability 
the way they were this may have been the 
best option. The advent of the Mini in 
1959 made a cheap car available to more 
people and thus started the demise of the 
combination as the family man then chose 
to move his family around in the comfort of 
a closed car, much to his wife’s relief I would 
imagine.

Still on motorcycling; I was reading a 
compilation of road tests carried out on 
motorcycles by Motor Cycle magazine. 
This issue covered machines from 1930 to 
1940. The way they wrote the road tests 
up in those day makes for interesting and 
humorous reading. They couched the 
negative points in a positive manner so as 
not to upset the advertisers who were also 
the providers of the machines. There are 
many examples of this but one I particularly 
liked was where the sub-heading was More 
Plus Marks followed by some good points of 
the machine. The section concluded with 
the following “One point which may receive 
consideration is the back edge of the saddle; 
this stuck up, and, being hard, was inclined 
to irritate by chafing the rider on the end 
of the spine”. Hardly a plus mark I would 
think! Fortunately this all changed around 
the ‘70s and testers told it as it was and they 
became a more useful resource for potential 
buyers. 

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

the rally venues. The meeting coincides 
with the local Burma Rally, which has 
been extended to a three day event for 
this weekend, and management members 
will attend and rally their vehicles. We 
look forward to visiting some of the 2012 
venues, and also to meeting many of the 
local branch members. One of the privi-
leges as President is to attend different 
events around the country and gain a wider 
perspective of the different ways events are 
organised in different parts of the country. 
I also hope to meet with major sponsors of 
the 2012 Rally. The planning I have seen 
for this event is very exciting, and I believe 
it will be an event not to be missed. The 
rally is only twelve months away, and I hope 
that your planning and preparation is well 
under way. For those of you who have not 
yet committed to this event, I encourage 
you to visit the website at www.vccrally2012.
co.nz and read the regular issues of Wobbly 
Wheel, or contact your branch secretary. 
Good luck with those restorations for the 
big rally.

Policy on Retrofitting of Lighting to 
Historic Vehicles

We, with the assistance of Management 
Committee member, Tony Bartlett, have 
now established a policy for retrofitting 
stop and indicator lamps to Historic motor 
vehicles. 

This important document covers such 
things as the background and the need for 
such a document. It fully covers direction 
Indicator and stop lamps and the fitting and 
performance requirements for these. It also 
includes templates of lens sizes required. 
Some technical aspects are included such as 
a section on using LEDs.

This document is now freely available 
and will be included in the Restoration 
manual, copies will be held by branch secre-
taries and it will accessible on the VCC web 
page.

John Coomber
National President
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feBruary
 4-6 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Commercial Vehicle Rally and 

Campout
 4-6 Banks Peninsula Skope Race Meeting, Ruapuna
 5 Canterbury Boot Fair
 5 Far North Rademaker’s Runabout
 5 Eastern BOP Annual Rally
 5 Southland Southland Rally
 6 Wairarapa Remembrance Day Rally
 9 Taupo BBQ
 11-13 Banks Peninsula Enzed Race Meeting Levels
 12-13 North Shore Summer Saunter
 12-13 Canterbury Annual Rally
 12 Auckland Annual Veteran Rally
 12 Gisborne Three River Rally
 12 Waimate 30th Anniversary Wallaby Rally
 12 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 13 Bay of Plenty Okataina Run
 13 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 13 Horowhenua Sunday Run
 13 Rotorua Club Run
 13 Nelson Allan Moss Memorial Run
 14-17 Ashburton 4th Prince Henry Founders 

Tour for Veterans
 18-20 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally
 18-20 Ashburton National Veteran Rally
 19 Gore Festival Rally
 20 Waikato Club Event
 25-27 Nth Otago National Motorcycle Rally
 26 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Swap Meet and Inaugural 

Veteran Car Rally
 26-6  Canterbury Open Vintage Rally
 26 Wellsford/ Swap Meet & Mike Brown
  Warkworth  Memorial Veteran Rally
 26-6 Horowhenua Open Vintage Rally
 27 Bay of Plenty Beach Picnic Run
 27 Otago Lady Drivers Run
 27 Taupo Picnic Run
 27 Marlborough Day Run
 28-4 Nth Otago National Motorcycle Rally –

After Rally Tour

 marcH
 5 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble
 5 Waikato Vintage Venture
 5 Southland Veteran Rally
 5 Wellington Triangular Veteran Rally
 5 Nth Otago Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial 

Motorcycle Rally
 6 Bay of Plenty London to Brighton Veteran 

Run
 6 Gore Frank Robson & Clearwater 

Capers Runs
 9 Canterbury 9-90’s Outing
 11-13 Far North Dargaville Campout
 11-13 Taupo Taupo Rally
 12-13 Bay of Plenty Last of Summer Days Run
 12 Canterbury Annual Motorcycle Rally
 12 Sth Otago Clutha Motorcycle Rally
 12 Wairarapa Rex Porter Memorial Rally
 13 Canterbury Rear Wheel Brake Rally
 13 Horowhenua Ted Green M/C Rally
 13 Sth Cant Mystery Run
 16 Manawatu Branch AGM
 19 Banks Peninsula The Pomeroy Trophy
 19 Banks Peninsula Club Day Ruapuna
 19 Canterbury Commercial Rally
 20 Auckland Annual Vintage Muster
 20 North Shore Posh Picnic
 20 Hawke’s Bay Vintage Only Rally
 23 Central Otago Moped Rally
 23 Otago Vintage Venture
 26 Waikato Club Event
 27 Bay of Plenty Waihi Hill Climb
 27 Nth Otago Ngapara- Coal-Pit Hillclimb
 25-27 Sth Otago Weekender - Alexandra based
 26-27 Canterbury Vintage Country Fair
 26 Canterbury Open Vintage Rally
 26 Horowhenua Swap Meet
 27 Bay of Plenty Waihi Hill Climb
 27 Gisborne Club Run
 27 Waikato Club Run
 27 Gore Ladies Run
 27 Sth Cant Mid Island Rally

 april
 2 Sth Cant Winchester Swap Meet
 2 Waikato Mooloo Meander M/C Rally
 9-10 Canterbury Jim Toohey Motorcycle Rally
 9 North Otago All British Day
 7-20 National Event N I Club Captain’s Tour
 16 Far North Brian Parker Rally
 17 North Shore Northern Raid
 17 Nelson Restoration of the Year Rally
 17 Canterbury P Section Rally
 17 Sth Cant All American Day
 17 Taupo Foundation for the Blind run
 17 Waikato Club Event
 17 Wairarapa Club Captain’s Run
 21 Ashburton Club Captain’s Night Trial
 22-25 Gore National S I Easter Rally
 22-25 Taranaki National N I Easter Rally
 23-24 Waitemata Roycroft Trophy Meeting 

Hampton Downs
 31 Canterbury Rural Run

 may
 7 Ashburton Swap Meet
 7-8 Wairarapa Motorcycle Reliability Run
 8 Far North Topp Trophy/Mother’s Day 

Rally
 10 Far North AGM
 11 Taupo AGM
 14-15 Canterbury Autumn Two Day Run
 14 Southland Waimea Motorcycle Rally
 14 Waikato Prizegiving Social
 15 North Shore Club Run
 15 Sth Cant PV/PWV/P60V Rally
 15 Taupo Navigator’s Trophy
 21 Canterbury Quiz Night
 21 Gore Night Trial
 

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

VCC National Events
2011
National Veteran Rally Ashburton 18 - 20 Feb
National Motorcycle Rally  North Otago 25 - 27 Feb
North Island Club Captain’s Tour  7 - 20 April
National Easter Rally SI  Gore   22 - 25 April
National Easter Rally NI Taranaki 22 - 25 April
2012
International Rally Vero Rally 2012  
   Wanganui 16 - 27 Jan

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise 
readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS
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The last helpful hint published in the 
last issue of Beaded Wheels has caused a 
flurry of communication with our editorial 
committee.

Fastener Threads
With reference to the article entitled 

“Helpful Hints” on page 11 of the 
December/January edition, your readers 
should know that the paragraph under 
the sub-heading “Fastener Threads” 
is anything but helpful. To suggest that 
completely different types of threads can 
be persuaded to match by the misuse of 
taps and dies is a recipe for disaster. 

Several years in the fastener industry 
made it clear to me that the subject is ill 
understood by the vast majority of those 
who tinker with machinery, not least 
members of the motor trade. 

But to the specifics of the article. There 
is no metric 8mm thread with a pitch even 
close to the 22tpi of 5/16"BSF, and certainly 
none that equates to the 22.6tpi quoted. 
The closest are the standard M8 x 1.25mm 
pitch, which converts to 20.32tpi, and the 
most common fine thread of M8 x 1mm, 
which obviously converts to 25.4tpi. Even 
if there were a metric thread with similar 
pitch, deliberately damaging fastener 
threads with a tap or die will ruin the 
thread form and profile, with the result 
that it will be severely weakened and 
rendered unfit for use. It is alarming to 
find such contempt for sound engineering 
practice advocated within the pages of 
Beaded Wheels. 

Richard Fuller

Re: issue 307, page 11, Fastener Threads.
The short answer is don’t do it!
The 0.6tpi difference destroys the crest 

of the thread in either case.
I recall 66 years ago an RNZAF trainee 

pilot lost his life when his main wings 
pulled off due to this very thing happening 
on the threads of the main tie rods of the 
lower wing on one of our Tiger Moths due 
to ignorance.

Spencer Barnard. 

A quick comment on the Fastener 
Threads note in the latest Beaded Wheels.

With taps and dies many threads can 
be persuaded to become another thread, I 
do it all the time.

mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers. Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity.

VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local 
branch contact details. You may also contact your local branch directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

Subscription Time Again!
Annual subscription for VCC 

Membership has been forwarded to all 
current financial members. To receive 
the discount of $11.50, payment must be 
received by the National Office no later 
than 20 March 2011. If not received before 
the end of February please let your Branch 
Secretary know and ask them to advise 
National Office. This may avoid the late 
penalty payment should the postman have 
lost your subscription advice. 

Members who have not paid by 1 April 
2011 will show as unfinancial.

Membership cards will be posted to 
members in early April 2011.

Don’t forget to let National Office 
know if you have changed your address or 
sold/purchased any vehicles. 

The option is given for payment direct 
into the Club’s bank account. Please 
remember, you MUST put your member-
ship number as the reference for the 
payment.

Historic Race Licence 
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that this is current. If you wish to 
renew your licence, please forward $23 
prior to the expiration date, along with 

your VCC HRL number or old HRL card, 
and it will be renewed.

Executive Meeting
The next Executive Meeting will be 

held on 12 March in Auckland. Please 
advise your Branch Chairman or Delegate 
if you wish to have them raise any items of 
concern at this meeting.

Wishing to transfer your  
membership to another branch?

Please remember that the relevant 
forms must be completed. These can be 
obtained from your branch secretary. 
Branch levies do vary between branches so 
the fee may vary from the annual subscrip-
tion notice forwarded in February if you 
transfer after this time. 

Discount For Members Crossing 
Cook Strait 

All branches have been supplied with 
special codes for our members to use, 
when wishing to obtain a discount using 
the Interislander or Bluebridge Ferries. 
Please refer to your branch newsletters or 
contact your Secretary if you are unable to 
find the code. 

6 Beaded Wheels
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The problem is always the AF size 
although some of those are very close. The 
article suggests that 5/16 BSF and M8 are 
close with regards to thread pitch, they are 
not as close as quoted. M8 x 1.25 (coarse) 
is 20.3tpi.

The worst mismatch I have come across 
is a 3/8 whit nut screwed onto an M10 cyl 
head stud on a BMW motorcycle. AF sizes 
were fine, 3/8 W being close to 15 AF and 
BMW cylinder head nuts being specials 
at 15 AF but the nut could not possibly 
screw on. 

I would imagine the nut was torqued up 
to the same as the rest but could only have 
had a couple of turns engagement at the 
most. Removing the nut brought out the 
stud but the stud suffered no permanent 
damage. I have also found 5/16 screwed 
onto M8 and 1/4 UNF onto M6 (that 
seems to work quite well – 1mm pitch onto 
1.06 pitch)

Some people!
Regards
Rob Gall

Editors Note
Regarding our Helpful Hint in issue 

307. The original item was not checked for 
accuracy. The two letters above are correct 
in saying that 8mm x 1.25 is 20.3tpi.

Beaded Wheels recommends that 
threads used in repair or restoration are 
up to normal engineering standards which 
means that threads must be fit for purpose 
and mating threads be of the same tpi and 
pitch. This is particularly so when safety 
items are being considered.

Most fastener suppliers can provide a 
huge amount of useful information on 
threads and an example is pictured below. 
Such publications are invaluable for the 
repairer/restorer and can help guide them 
through the many fastener issues faced 
when working on motor vehicles.

Blast from my past
I read with great interest the article on 

the 1927 BSA in issue 307 as I used to own 
one over 20 years ago. On closer inspec-
tion of the number plate in the photos I 
realised this was in fact my old bike. I am 
pleased to see it restored and can under-
stand why Ashley relied on the internet 
so much for parts and information. Trying 
to get information let alone parts for the 
bike (before internet) was nearly impos-
sible. Lots of info on the 250cc and 500cc 
models but I had to make a toll call to 
Lewis’ in England just to find out the year 
and model and get a copy of the original 
manual for it. I soon gave up trying for 
parts and it was sold on with me doing 
very little to it. When I bought it no one 
was particularly interested in these types 
of bikes and when I contacted the seller 
several days after first looking at it no one 
else had made an offer and I managed to 
get the price down from $1500 to $1100. 
I sold it on for about the same price. Keep 
up the great articles.

Dennis Taylor

Alfa Info

I am currently rebuilding a 1962 Alfa 
Romeo Giulietta Ti saloon and am keen 
to communicate with any owners of these 
vehicles and other earlier model Alfa 
saloons. These were not sold new in New 
Zealand and right hand drive ones are 
few and far between. To my knowledge 
there is one in Christchurch, two in New 
Plymouth and my two in Auckland. I 
would be glad to hear from anyone who 
has information on these cars, going or 
not.

Keith Elliott
Sail One
29 Leighton St
Grey Lynn, Auckland 1021
Ph 0800 724-5663

Family Connection
Thank you for forwarding the book 

prize, Scott Dixon, received last week.

 Beaded Wheels 7

mailbag

Put pen to paper and you might just win this 
excellent addition to your library. From the 
October 2010 until September 2011 we are 
awarding a book prize to the best Mailbag 
offering. For the April issue the book is Zephyrs 
and Zodiacs 

Our appreciation goes to Fazazz, The Motorists 
Shop in Lichfield Street, Christchurch for their 
generous donation of books.

Congratulations to Ken Braddon, winner of a 
copy of It Still Beats Working.

The awarding of the book came as a 
complete but pleasant surprise, making a 
nice ending for the year. Although Scott 
was born about the time we shifted to 
Australia, my son recollects battling it out 
with him and several others on the karting 
field in later years in New Zealand. Even 
then, it appears, he showed considerable 
talent plus a clean pair of heels to the rest 
of the field.

Keep up the good work with Beaded 
Wheels. It is well received in many quarters 
in Australia.

Barry Kennedy
Australia

Austin 7 Motorcycle
Many years ago at a motorcycle rally 

an elderly gentleman who, from memory 
was an engineer, had a motorcycle that 
was powered with an Austin Seven motor. 
He had made a lovely job of this conver-
sion and I hope it has survived. Does 
anyone know if it is still around? Back in 
the late 1950s just beside the large hedge 
as you enter East Taieri on the fringes of 
Dunedin was an abandoned motorcycle. 
After passing many times on my 1952 
Norton Dominator I stopped to inspect it 

Win with

THE MOTORIST’S SHOP

Beaded Wheels
and
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to find it was a Henderson four cylinder. 
It sat there for a long time after and parts 
were taken off it before it was removed. 
Do others remember it or what happened 
to it? 

Mel R Tapp 
RD3 Balclutha

Book priZe Winner

Apology Offered
With reference to the letter from Derek 

Dixon in reply to mine about car values 
in New Zealand of Vintage and Veteran 
vehicles in particular.

Firstly I am glad to hear that there 
are people like you Derek, restoring and 
putting cars needing major work back on 
the roads.

I congratulate you for what you have 
achieved. Restoring ten British cars is a 
commendable achievement.

An apology is in order from me to you, 
or anyone else, to think that I would want 
to force up prices of Vintage and Veterans 
as that was never my intention.

My only concern (perhaps in retrospect 
a bit misguided) was that because prices 
are so keen they could perhaps be going 
to the wrong people who may not truly 
appreciate what they had really bought. 

I still have some concern that some 
owners may be losing out on insurance by 
not having adequate cover for their true 
market value. My friend’s 1971 Rover P6 
V8 was one example quoted in my letter.

As you said Derek, this is not Britain 
and thank goodness it’s not. Like many 
others here I firmly believe New Zealand 
is the best country to live in. I also believe 
the Vintage and Veteran movement here 
is as good if not better than any in Britain 
or in the continental countries.

I only restored one British car, a very 
sad, neglected 1963 Rover 110. When I 
saw the car, there was another man inter-
ested who told his friend “it would for do 

mailbag

for banger racing” and of course eventu-
ally would be destroyed. Determined it 
deserved a longer life I restored it over a 
very long time with guidance from the 
Rover P4 Drivers Guild, spending nearly 
seven thousand pounds on the mechanics 
and some body work.

To recoup some money I sold the car to 
a Rover guild member family man, as his 
everyday car for far less than I had spent 
on it.

I was the car’s ninth registered owner. If 
I had had the money to restore the wood, 
headlining and leather which subsequent 
owners did, I would have done so.

The last person I heard who owned it 
was the cars 15th owner and it was still in 
good running order.

I agree that all Vintage and Veteran 
movements need young people to buy such 
vehicles to continue the tradition.

My family, though never rich, have had 
some very fine cars. A 3.8 litre Jaguar and 

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

1963 Rover P4 fully restored mechanically. 
New Rover engine block complete with pistons 
etc. All new electrics steering and suspension, 
brakes and five new tyres, new clutch and 
reconditioned radiator, new exhaust and 
differential reconditioned. Prop shafts all bearings 
renewed etc. Massive gearbox still worked well 
though worn gears replaced. Two batteries needed 
to start engine being very tight. Fired up first go 
on starter, then cruised from London-Scotland, 
nearly 2,000 miles. Starting first time every time 
before I sold it.

an immaculate James Young Bentley Mk5 
coupe, which was swapped for an immac-
ulate early Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith 
Sedanca de Ville.

Great magazine as usual. Looking 
forward to all future issues.

Ken Braddon

Classic Car Festival 
I am assisting with the Classic Car 

Festival content of the Classic Fighters 
2011 Air Show to be held at Omaka in 
Blenheim over Easter Weekend 22 - 24 
April 2011. 

The theme of the Air Show is British 
and it is planned that a centrally located 
static display of over 100 vehicles, 
predominantly manufactured prior to 
1965, will represent the classic marques 
of the era. We are cordially inviting 
owners of Vintage vehicles to participate 
in this Festival to be held in conjunc-
tion with the Air Show. A selection of 
pristine Vintage cars would certainly assist 
in enhancing the attraction and success 
of the Classic Car Festival as part of what 
has now become a world famous event. 

Vehicles will need to be on display for 
the three days from 9.00am to 5.00pm 
to allow maximum public viewing. We 
understand that most owners of Vintage 
cars can provide a display card with 
relevant details of their specific marque 
and model. Participants displaying their 
vehicles will receive a double pass to the 
Classic Fighters 2011 Air Show enabling 
them to enjoy the amazing ground and 
aerial activities planned over the three 
days.

Contact
Richard Herd
Phone (03) 577 644 Mob: 027 481 2624
Brent Cameron 
Bus: (03) 573 7457 A/h: (03) 573 7379 
Mob: 027 436 4385



OBITUARY

100 YEARS AGO 

1911 – Globe trotting American 
motorists J Hanlon and T Jones, arrived 
in Dunedin via San Francisco, Honolulu, 
Sydney and Auckland, on 23 February, 
driving a 4 cylinder, 20hp Hupmobile. 
A third member, T Drake was ill in 
Auckland, but hoped to rejoin the tour 
before leaving Bluff for Manila. They 
had left Detroit on 3 November 1910 on 
a two year trip through South East Asia, 
Africa, Europe, Russia and the UK.

75 YEARS AGO

1936 – Opel’s 4 cylinder 1074cc Kadett 
was launched at the Berlin Motor Show. 
With the largest body press shop in 
Europe enabling unitary construction, 
the Kadett was light and robust if dull 
and dependable. Technically it was a 
mixture, with IFS on the Master model, 
but still with side valves and a crash ‘box. 
Cheap in the UK at £140, some were 
sold here. Our Government had on 13 
February fixed petrol prices at 1/10d and 
1/11d (Premium) a gallon, but economy 
was still important.

50 YEARS AGO

1961 – Every red-blooded 15 year old 
male in the country sweated over talk of 
a Standard Written Driving Test of  five 
papers each with 25 questions. No more 
quick oral questions followed by a drive 
around the block so the testing officer 
could buy morning tea! We struggled 
over a written exam. Worst thing was 
that the girls found it easy while the 
guys would try to write the answers to 
questions 17, 18 and 19 (intersections) up 
their arms!

30 YEARS AGO

1981 – After thousands of kilometres, 
several months of filming and near death 
experiences for four Minis, three Holdens 
and an Austin Cambridge, that maddest 
of all chase movies Goodbye Pork Pie was 
hitting NZ’s silver screens. Director Geoff 
Murphy even drove a Holden into a lake 
– “it made a remarkably good boat,” he 
said. 

historical snippets 
of motoring interest 
from years gone by 
Graeme Rice

timelines

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE
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It is with great sadness that we record 
the passing of Neil McMillan.

A chartered Civil Engineer by profes-
sion, Neil retired from his position as CEO 
of the Southland Catchment Board (now 
Environment Southland), a position he 
carried out with all the dignity and ability 
that this managerial position required.

Neil held an interest in things Scottish. 
He taught himself to speak Gaelic and also 
taught many people to play the bagpipes. 
He realised a dream to form his own pipe 
band, the Clan Mann Gael. Two sons and 
four grandchildren provided the nucleus of 
the band, and as Chieftain of the City of 
Invercargill Pipe Band he was afforded the 
honour of a street march for his cortege.

Neil’s lifetime interest in old vehicles 
began in his teens, while living in 
Balclutha, when he rebuilt his uncle’s 
dismantled 1927 BSA motorcycle which 

he carried home in sugar bags. He joined 
the VCC in 1957 where a 1914 Rover 
motorcycle, 1921 ABC, Vintage Harley-
Davidson, V-twin BSA, 1911 Vulcan, 
Packards galore, SS Jaguar to name a few, 
all maintained his passion for the Vintage 
movement.

Neil served as Secretary in the mid 60s 
and later Treasurer and Chairman of the 
Southland Branch, he also received his 50 
year badge in 2004. In 2005 he completed 
a history of the Southland Branch from 
1954 to 2004 after extensive research of 
some 1200 minutes and 600 newsletters. 
His knowledge of our club and of early 
motoring in Southland was unsurpassed. 
Neil was our Branch Patron at the time of 
his death.

The branch extends sincere condo-
lences to Pam and her family.

Wayne Nicoll

Neil Alfred McMillan 
Southland Branch

Keep your eyes open for the renewal advice for your membership to the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ. 

To receive the discount, payment for this is due by 20 March. 

To avoid becoming an unfinancial member, payment must be received by 
31 March 2011.
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A visit to the old-plane collection in 
Blenheim and I am transported 
to another world. One of the 

first things I learnt was the importance 
of the propeller; its design dependant on 
the power of the motor, its manufacture 
so fussy as to ensure a perfect product. 
A slight imperfection or imbalance in 
the blades and the motor could set up a 
vibration and ultimately shake itself loose 
from the aircraft.

Most old propellers were made from 
glued layers of timber about ¾" thick and 
in the VCC Archive there is an abbre-
viated example of a two bladed model, 
the truncation of its tips due, I imagine, 
to trauma inflicted after an unexpected 
meeting with the ground. “Irishman 1984” 
inscribed on its blade is the only clue to its 
identity. In my association with Archives 
no explanation has been forthcoming for 
its display. Frank discussion on it has been 
absent too.

Readers may understand then my 
excitement when I read in a copy of 
Beaded Wheels about VCC member Jeff 
Fox of Horowhenua Branch who, it was 
said, made wooden aircraft propellers 
for some of the replica WW1 machines 
owned by film producer Sir Peter Jackson. 
As a result my transport of delight was 
transported to the residence of Jeff Fox of 
Manakau in the Manawatu.

Jeff was born in Otaki in 1958 
attending school there before leaving at 
age 15 to work for his father, Stuart Fox, 
in the building trade. Both became inter-
ested in historic vehicles and their first 
foray into auto restoration was in 1975. 
It appears the local Fire Brigade was to 
have its 75th Anniversary celebration 
and wanted to have something special on 
display. Peter Nightingale of Horowhenua 
Branch was researching the remains of a 

1925 Otaki Ford T fire engine and Jeff, 
along with younger brother Brendon and 
his father, who had just retired from the 
brigade, agreed to restore it. 

The lockers were able to be salvaged 
along with other fittings and the fire 
engine successfully restored to its original 
glory and both Jeff and Stuart then started 
working on other restoration projects, 
mainly early Ford cars. They also special-
ised in making the timber framing for 
the car bodies and produced many kitsets 
of historic vehicles, some with chassis 
and wooden framing and some with steel 
panelling as well. Many of them were 
destined for the South Island.

Jeff has restored many motorcycles 
too. When I visited he had some nice 
classic Norton machines in various stages 
of reconstruction, all being rebuilt to 
the same high standard as his motor car 
projects. I was surprised to learn that he 
does a major part of the engine recon-
ditioning himself, including his own 
machining, and is fully equipped and 
capable of reboring engine blocks. 

At the time I was there Jeff was making 
the timber framing for the body of a 
very large 1923 Packard people-mover. It 
has a massive V12 engine that seems to 
take up about half the car mass and a 
Fleetwood body. Jeff explained that to 
reuse the original aluminium skinning 
great accuracy was required in the shaping 
and fitting of the timber framing. Owned 
by Mike Taylor of Wellington it will be an 
impressive sight on the roads.  

Unfortunately Jeff’s father passed away 
in 1988 but with help from his brother 
Brendon, he is carrying on the family 
business.

He is fortunate to have a very large 
building as a base for his activities. 
One half contains the machinery and 
equipment for engineering and vehicle 
restoration work and the other half storage 
for his stocks of timber and specialist 

machines for manufacturing the propel-
lers. For this sapele, ash and beech are the 
preferred timbers. 

It seems his interest in aviation was 
kindled when he was asked if he would 
like to try creating a replica propeller for 
a 1914 Cauldron biplane as a museum 
exhibit. Two were successfully manufac-
tured using kauri salvaged from a hotel in 
Wellington. The finished products were 
varnished to give an authentic appearance 
complete with replicated transfers. This 
opened the door for more work and Jeff 
reckons he has made 30 propellers (both 
two and four bladed) for a diverse range of 
aircraft – although most for machines of 
WWI Vintage. 

Jeff pointed out that while anyone 
can make propellers for microlight, 
experimental and homebuilt aircraft, 
the propeller manufacture for aeroplanes 
requiring certification must have Civil 
Aviation Authority approval. Until he 
qualifies for this status he works under the 
umbrella of an aircraft company.

After being a sub-branch of Manawatu 
for many years, Horowhenua Branch was 
formed about 1977 and Jeff and his father 
joined it then. Unfortunately his business 
commitments restrict Jeff’s activities but 
he still tries to involve himself in branch 
affairs and events as much as possible.

I spent most of one afternoon engrossed 
in conversation with him and even then 
felt there was still much more to discuss 
and learn. Unfortunately most of the talk 
was not strictly The Way We Were and not 
relevant to the VCC but if anyone shares 
my passion for old aircraft and the oppor-
tunity arises to visit Jeff’s establishment 
then make the most of it. (He has copies 
of the original drawings for the SE5A 
circa 1914. ) 

 bw

Jeff and propeller for a 
Fokker D triplane. 

Words Grant Hitchings 
Photos Warren Birch

the way we were

I have an avid interest in the 

aeroplanes used during The Great 

War and have read much on the 

subject. Names such as Pfalz, Camel, 

Eindecker, Fokker Triplane, SPAD  

and many others trip lightly off my 

tongue and pictures of them quicken  

my pulse. 

Right: The very large 1923 Packard.
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

White Metalling  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

OVERHEATING ENGINE
Introducing a new generation coolant

ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR  BLOWS WATER OUT AFTER
RUNS  NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

ffti; liquid Intelligences

Boils at 190 deg c  - Water based coolants with no pressure — boil at 100 to 105 deg c 
and stop transferring heat from the engine to the radiator — our new liquid 
intelligence 115 coolant keeps transferring heat right up to 190 deg c . This coolant 
stays in contact with the hot metals (water doesn’t therefore  no more hot spots and 
no more cracks — Let  the engine go above 100 deg c — it can take it — some air 
cooled engines run up to 250 deg c.

Total Fill - Use instead of water — no water in system to eat away your alloy heads or 
rust your cylinder block. Get rid of as much water as possible, any water that is left will 
mix in but will reduce the 190 deg boiling point.

High thermal efficiency  - 30% above water based coolants (contact between coolant 
and engine ) as good as any water wetter.

Long Life  - 7 years or 500,000 kms.

Harmless  - Harmless to all alloys — hoses — plastics — radiators — solders — gaskets 
— etc. independantly tested, OEM and Australian standards. Nitrate, Borate, 
phosphate, silicate free to meet European, Japanese and USA coolant standards.

Inhibitors  - Contains long life hybrid organic inhibitors (for extra protection).

Pressure  - No pressure needed to achieve the 190 deg c boiling point, so reduced 
stress on radiator, frost plugs, tanks, hoses etc. Viscosity - No viscosity problems 
— just tip it in — freezes at -56 deg c.

DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR ENGINE!

For further info or technical data etc, 
call Roy King toll free 

0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME
1L, 5L or 10L containers $31.50 incl GST per litre, plus freight.
email roylking@xtra.co.nz   www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

Remember, one good overheat and your valuable engine is stuffed

www.waitomocaveshotel.co.nz

Waitomo Caves Hotel is a classic country lodge style hotel 
set amidst peaceful farmland and overlooking the entrance to 
the world famous Waitomo Caves. Situated between Te Kuiti and 
Otorohanga, and just 75km from Hamilton. With varied routes to 
the hotel from most central North Island towns and cities we are 
the ideal destination for an organised outing or simply a nice drive 
through the King Country.

Our historic hotel is the ideal setting for a weekend away or just 
a night en route. Open for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner. Enjoy the 
summer with a drink on the patio looking over the rose gardens, or 
in the winter, sitting in front of our open fire.

For more information visit our website or phone us on 07 878 8204 

WAITOMO CAVES 
HOTEL
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1957 and arrival of CKD kits ... 
These were the days of dust and water leaks. Regrettably, the 

standard of NZ assembled vehicles took a long time to reach that 
of the Australian ones. That aside, Holden was becoming a very 
important part of the NZ motoring scene.

In 1958 the FC model was introduced. There were not too many 
changes, the most obvious being the restyled grille. The FB model 
introduced in 1960 saw the influence of the late 1950s Chevrolet, 
with wrap-around windscreens and tail fins incorporated into the 
body shape. Mechanically, the engine was still the Grey motor, the 
front suspension was still of the kingpin design, and much of the 
running gear was the same as earlier models with a few improve-
ments. All this was carried through to the EK model released in 
1961. That year I transferred from the workshop to vehicle sales as 
part of my studies before travelling to Vauxhall Motors, England 
on a diploma course. With the new EK Special Sedan and Station 
Sedan an automatic transmission model became available for the 
first time.

The three stage GM Hydramatic transmission adapted for use 
in the Holden proved popular, but the lack of engine power robbed 
it of any performance.

It was during this period of new models every year that 
General Motors ran a very successful product training school. The 
tutor was the very knowledgeable Hilton Crump. Here we were 
brought up to date with all the latest technical information and 
had hands-on training in the servicing of these new automatic 
transmissions and mechanical improvements that were constantly 
introduced.

1962 brought the new body style of the EJ, and the extended 
model line-up including the Premier, luxuriously trimmed for an 
Australian car of its time. A greater range of options included 
three speed manual or automatic transmissions, available in 
Premier, Special Sedans or Station Sedans.

I was priviledged to be hosted by GM Holden in Sydney and 
Melbourne in early 1963. While there, I visited a number of 
dealerships and the manufacturing plants outside both cities. The 
respective managers were very interested to know how well the 
Holden was performing in New Zealand.

In October 1963 I attended the GM Models for 1964 press 
release in New York. At that stage, GM Overseas Operations had 
not been able to source one of the new EH models, so had on 
display an EJ Premier. This car rated very highly with the press 
in attendance, especially the build quality, their greatest criticism 
being its very compact size compared with the American compacts 
of that year.

The introduction of the new EH model in late 1963 saw some 
major changes. The body panels flattened out the curves of the 
EJ, producing a bigger bodied vehicle with more interior and boot 
space, and the new Red motors of 149 and 179 cu in became the 
standard fitment. These gave a real increase in performance and 
engine durability, and the EH range has proven to be one of the 
most popular of all the early Holden models.

The HD Holden of 1965 will not be remembered as a great 
success. In NZ the overhanging body style certainly did not suit 
our East Coast roads, creating excessive body roll and complaints 
of car sickness. Front tyre wear was also a major complaint in 

YEARS WITH HOLDEN IN NEW ZEALAND, 1953-1975 

The Birth of Holden
Australia’s Own Car  PART II

Words Graeme Moore 
Photos Rosalie Brown
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which I specialised, and I found by achieving some suitable 
alignment settings away from original specifications, I was able to 
increase tyre life by up to 100% in some instances. The produc-
tion improvements introduced mid-way through the run of this 
model were to the front suspension, including the introduction 
of top and bottom arm ball joints, making for a better ride and 
improved handling, and the change to disc brakes on the front 
which cured the brake fade problems for many of our commercial 
travellers. The change to the two stage Powerglide transmission 
was debated for some time, but proved to be an acceptable choice 
for this and following models. In the Premiers an optional X2 
engine was made available. This had a performance camshaft, 
twin Stromberg carburettors and a dual pipe exhaust system from 
the manifold.

This was quite a performance boost, but came at the expense of 
increased fuel consumption.

In 1966 came the HR series. Gone were the extensions of 
the front fenders, the body panels were flattened although still 
retaining a waistband, and increased engine capacity of 161 and 

182 cu in improved the performance of these popular models, all 
with automatic or manual transmission options.

Also introduced in the Premier range was an update of the X2 
motor, now called the 186S. The most obvious change being the 
fitting of a two barrel carburettor in place of the earlier dual carbs.

In the Gisborne-East Coast district, Holdens topped the sales 
lists for many years. This was achieved by a great sales team 
and service back-up. The totally new bodied HK introduced in 
1968 gave the motoring public a bigger vehicle all round. More 
interior and boot space was the most welcome advantage over the 
preceding EJ, EH and HR models.

With the HK came a new era of performance, with the 
Chevrolet 307 V8 and the extended body of the Brougham top-of-
the-line model, and the Monaro 2 door coupe line-up which 
included the Chevrolet 327 V8 in the Bathurst model. A great 
many engine and transmission choices were available across the 
range, but sadly many of those were restricted to the Australian 
sourced cars imported on the overseas funds system operating in 
New Zealand at that time. 
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The Historic Racing and Sports Car 
Club has hosted a ‘picnic’ race 
meeting at the Taupo club circuit 

for the past 25 years. Most mainstream 
racers have sidelined this event after 
reading the rules: (1) Protests will be 
ignored! (2) Documentation and scruti-
neering irregularities could count against 
your car’s trophy total! (3) Not all winners 
will be recognised! (4) The organising 
committee reserve the right to change 
the rules at any time during the weekend 
(without prior notice) – depending on 
who is winning! (5) The organising 
Committee, Steward and Clerk of the 
Course are all available to be bought at 
any time during the weekend. A nod and 
a wink from the starter can be had for as 
little as a bottle of bourbon! Just the sort 
of event that late developers vintagents 
and racing grandads (or what ever you 
want to call us) appreciate!

Last year the HRSCC kindly invited 
the Waitemata Branch of the VCC to 
join in and have a go on the strength 
of the then proposed agreement between 
MotorSport NZ and the VCC. To our 
knowledge, there has never before been 
any official VCC racing events held 
in the North Island. Hence you lucky 
Mainlanders having all the good stuff 
down your way. (Hopefully we can make 
that change!)

A great deal of work was needed 
to make it happen and thanks to the 
industry of Ian Williams, Nigel Russell 
and Graeme Banks, it did. That partic-
ular meeting attracted 14 entrants, with 
a variety of cars ranging from a type 35A 
Bugatti (Terry Roycroft) to a number of 
Austin Sevens. (4 Specials and a Nippy) 
Many of the drivers hadn’t tried their 
hand at circuit racing before, despite most 
of them being of a similar Vintage as their 
cars. Alan Blundell, who has built himself 
a magnificent replica of the 1938 works 
SS100 Jaguar, has competed in a number 
of hill climbs for the past several years 
but even so, the Jag’s engine then, wasn’t 
fully run in. However he spent the whole 
day having a great tussle with Roy Rowe’s 

V8-60 single seater. There is no gate at 
HRSCC meetings and spectators invari-
ably comprise only friends and relatives of 
the drivers. There was some trepidation 
as to the sort of reception the VCC grid 
might get. Well, what a pleasant surprise, 
the response was enthusiastically vocal to 
say the least. The bright yellow wooden 

wheeled Buick Raceabout of Roy King 
was a great favorite and people were truly 
amazed that Roy had driven it all the way 
from New Plymouth and would be driving 
home again after the event. Once Terry 
got the hang of driving the Bug on tar 
seal, he had the grandstand in an uproar 
by motoring sideways through the corners. 
Shades of his speedway days. At the end of 
the day the demand for a rerun this year 
was overwhelming.

The HRSCC were delighted with the 
outcome and happily invited us back, this 
time to the normal two-day meeting. (4-5 
December 2010) With the agreement now 
signed, it was easy to incorporate two 
front engined Elva Formula juniors into 
our grid to make up for the loss of two of 
last years stars. Our grid increased to 17 
with the addition of more Austins, Fred 
Courtney’s Northland Special, an XK150, 
2 MGs and an assortment of Bucklers.

Saturday started with the usual 
scrutineering, drivers’ briefing and then 
practice, before we all got down to the 
business of enjoyable racing. The first 
race was useful in sorting out the speed 
gradient between the fast and slower 
cars, to pre-empt any grid incidents. The 
new boys found their feet very quickly, so 
quickly in fact that when I spoke to Geoff 
Wilson (MG TC) after that first race, 
he told me that he “couldn’t have had 
more fun without being arrested”! The 

Vintage Racing at Taupo

… had the grandstand in an uproar 

by motoring sideways through the 

corners, shades of his speedway days!

Words Norm Holloway 
Photos Emily Margetts & Brendan Lemain                  

14 Beaded Wheels



five Austin Seven drivers were very busy 
swapping wheels amongst themselves, the 
permutations ranged through 15/16/17 and 
19 inch rims. Steve Aldersley had even 
brought along a couple of wheels from 
the back of the Bruce McLaren A7 racer, 
complete with original tyres. 

As the day went on, people got to 
know each other better and it was illumi-
nating to watch various groups at the 
after-race paddock discussions, where the 
hand and arm gestures got more and more 
elaborate as the day went on. The obliga-
tory ambulance driver finished at 4pm so 
that was the end of racing. 

The weather on Sunday was overcast 
and thankfully quite a bit cooler. Our lot 
started with a scratch race, but once again 
it became a Buckler benefit, with Craig 
Laing in the Climax engined DD2 leading 
Steve Sharp’s 100E/Elva engined 90 model 
and Graeme Brayshaw’s supercharged 
MK6 over the line. Roy Rowe could only 
make the Saturday, so Fred Courtney who 
was finally getting his flash new Dunlop 
racers sorted had to go and find someone 
else to play with. The two Elva Juniors 
continued to battle it out, Walter Findlay’s 
Auto Union 2-stroke engine car often 
leading Rob William’s BMC model home.

Our Austin Seven exponents were 
really in the groove. Steve Aldersley 
and Ian Williams lead this group. Steve 
has now gone down the supercharging 

route and during the past year Ian has 
rebuilt his well tweaked atmospheric 
unit which, together with some chassis 
mods to improve the handling, made him 
hopeful of leading the pack. Although 
Steve was a trifle quicker Ian is convinced 
that reliability will eventually prove the 
winner. Brendon Lamain and Richard 
McWhannell were neck and neck in 
every race; Brendon already has a hotter 
camshaft on order. Mike Stewart’s very 
authentic Ulster replica didn’t have a 
Nippy to play with this year but gave its 
driver a thoroughly enjoyable weekend.

We decided that the last two races 
should be handicaps. All was sorted until 
the Bucklers came out with Brayshaw 
and Laing swapping cars. It didn’t matter 
anyway, we figured that Aldersley crossed 
the line first.

The final race was a real hummer. Alan 
Blundell in the SS100 replica and Rex 
Bentham in the XK150 had been dueling 
all weekend. For three laps they circu-
lated side by side though what happened 
out of sight at the very tight hairpin I 
can’t imagine. The whole grandstand was 
rocking with excitement. Finally Rex got 
the better of things, probably because of 
traffic. The two MGs had been steadily 
moving through the field and Kevin 
Andrew finally took the checkered flag in 
the supercharged J2.

All that remained was prize giving, 
but not for winners I hasten to add. Steve 
Sharp was awarded a trophy for activities 
most embodying the spirit of the meeting 
and the HRSCC generously presented 
a Chelsea Hill Climb trophy to the 
Waitemata Branch who still run their own 
meeting. Graeme Banks then thanked the 
HRSCC on behalf of the VCC and made 
mention of our next joint venture. 

Was it a success? Was it ever! Our VCC 
entrants came from all over the North 
Island; Kaikohe, Auckland, Hawke’s Bay, 
Wellington and elsewhere. All vowed 
to be back. Casualties? Graeme Banks’ 
overworked Buckler (Nigel Russell entered 
it in the historic races) blew a head gasket. 
The only complaint came from the handi-
capper, whose expectation of a just reward 
was studiously ignored by the winners. 
Base ingratitude I call it.

Vintage Racing at Taupo
Main: An example of the mixed field enjoyed at 
this meeting. Cars included were Jaguar XK 150, 
SS100, FJs, Bucklers, MGs, Austin Sevens, and 
the Northland Special.

Top: Speed Steward Richard Anderson rests as 
the cars wait in the shade for another race.

Above Right: The Austins of Steve Aldersley, 
Mike Stewart, Brendan Lamain, Ian Williams, 
and Richard McWhannel home to roost for the 
night, awaiting another days’ racing.

Above Left: Mike Stewart and Richard 
McWhannell contemplating something...

Words Norm Holloway 
Photos Emily Margetts & Brendan Lemain                  
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Following last year’s event, a fabulous 
new circuit has opened at Hampton Downs 
near Mercer, just south of Auckland. The 
inaugural meeting was the NZ Festival of 
Motor Racing Celebrating Bruce McLaren 
which attracted a large national and inter-
national entry. It so inspired a member of 
our Waitemata Branch, Ian Williams, that 
he proposed we host a return club meeting 
jointly with the HRSCC and the Classic 
Motorcycle Register. 

The committee agreed and an approach 
was made to the circuit management. 
To our complete surprise, they were in 
total accord with our ideas. Apparently, 
they had an exit questionnaire at the 
McLaren meeting and the outcome was 
an overwhelming demand for the old cars. 
They made us an offer for the use of the 
circuit, for a two day meeting at Easter 
2011, in conjunction with a wine and food 
festival. Too good to refuse!

That threw us into the deep end and we 
quickly decided to approach the Roycroft 
family for permission to use their name 
for the event. Happily they agreed and it 
is now promoted as: The Roycroft Trophy 
Meeting in recognition of the contribution 
made to New Zealand motor sport by AJ, 
Ron and Terry.

There is now a slightly more ambitious 
programme in hand to include infield 
displays appropriate to the event. These are 
likely to include demonstrations of steam 
and stationary engines and the running 
of the Ralph Watson rotary aero engine, 
among others.

There have been a number of inquiries 
regarding entries, (including some from the 
South Island). Regulations are expected 
to be available by the end of January. 
Updates will be sent for inclusion in all 

branch bulletins. We know of several 
significant cars under restoration that are 
getting extra attention and will hopefully 
be finished in time.

The circuit owners have put their 
faith in the ability of the VCC to deliver. 
Success means that this has the potential 
to become an annual event. We also see 
an opportunity to kindle an interest in 
the Vintage movement by a much younger 
generation. The interest is there; we just 
need the support of all VCC members.

Most reading this will remember the 
cheap fun we had in our youth and maybe 
it’s not quite so easy today. But the article 
in the last edition of Beaded Wheels 
describing Avon Hyde’s Austin Special 
serves as a timely reminder that it can still 
be done. How about grubbing under the 
bench for those useful spares that you 
bought years ago? We’ve all got a special in 
us, so build it! Get the grandkids to put 
aside their ipods and other electronic 
necessities; they can become your racing 
mechanics or even works drivers.  bw

STOP PRESS
Further news regarding progress of the 

Roycroft Trophy Meeting at Hampton 
Downs at Easter weekend. Terry and 
Deanne Roycroft have kindly offered to 
donate the Ryall Bush Cup that was won 
by their father Ron, for use as the trophy 
for this event. The Waitemata Branch is 
very pleased and deeply honoured at this 
kind gesture. It is wonderful to have such 
an important piece of New Zealand racing 
history as a link between that period and 
the present, especially as this meeting is 
intended to capture the feel and spirit of 
that era.

Steve Aldersley in his very quick supercharged Austin Seven Special.

Alan Blundell (SS100 Replica) and Rex Bentham 
(XK 150) were involved in some very close racing 
on the Sunday.

Ian Williams’ Austin 7 performed very well after 
a recent rebuild.

Geoff Wilson (MG TC) leads a group of A7s 
and an MG J2.



IMPORTANT VINTAGE & 
COLLECTORS’ MOTORCYCLES  
ENTRIES INVITED FOR EARLY 2011

Over the last two years Webb’s has taken great 
pleasure in offering some of the most exciting 
motorcycles available in the world. 
Webb’s October sale confirmed there is strong 
local interest for examples of fine motorcycle 
engineering, with 50 of the 58 maches offered 
selling. Webb’s is currently seeking quality 
entries for New Zealand’s premier 2011 vintage 
motorcycle event, which is sure to attract all 
of us who love the very best in New Zealand 
motorcycling.  
For a free no obligation appraisal contact  
Neil Campbell | ncampbell@webbs.co.nz
+64 21 875 966

The Bryan Thomas Collection $110,000 1949 AJS 7R  $42,000  
1947 Indian Chief  $41,000 1973 Triumph Hurricane  $35,000  
1925 Indian Prince  $24,000  1969 Honda CB750k  $23,000  1938 
Triumph Speedtwin  $22,500  1938 Triumph Speedtwin  $22,500 
1958 Ariel Square 4 G11 $20,000 1974 Norton JPR Special  
$20,000  1924 Rover 3.5HO   $10,500   Circa 1904 Brown  $32,800  
1956 BSA Gold Star  $23,400  1928 Bill Skilton Special  $22,200  
1963 BSA A10 Rocket  $32,700  1926 Douglas  $29,800  1948 
Harley Davidson Pan Head  $54,700  1939 Triumph Tiger 110 GP  
$67,800  1961 BSA Catalena Scrambler $32,700  1973 Triumph 
X75 Hurricane $55,000  1919 Power Plus $60,800  1937 Velocette 
MSS 500cc Bike  $39,700  1948 Indian Chief  $65,450  1965 
Truimph TR6SC   $28,050  1930 BSA Sloper SV 500   $9,050  Burt 
Munro/Duncan Meikle Special   $83,000  Circa 1911 Douglas  
$15,200  1928 Norton CS1   $45,600  1914 Royal Ruby   $31,500  
1913 Triumph Tourist   $29,200  1940 Velocette G.T.P  $15,200  
1931 AJS S3 Tronsverse V Twin  $64,300  1969 CB750k  $27,000  
1958 Ariel Square 4 G11  $23,450  1938 Triumph  $26,300  1974 
Norton JPR  $23,450 1971 Norton Commando $11,150 1936 
Royal Enfield 500cc 4 Valve  $23,400  1914 Triumph  Tourist 3.5  
$35,000  1929 BSA Sloper  $17,500  Ariel, Circa 1915 Vee Twin  
$35,100  1939 Ariel Square four   $44,400  1958 Manx Norton 10m 
77295  $49,000  1953 AJS MS 500  $6,150  1953 AJS MC 500  $7,600

New Zealand’s  
Premier Auction House

18 Manukau Rd
Newmarket, Auckland

0800 22 00 77
+649 524 6804

auctions@webbs.co.nz
www.webbs.co.nz

COOLING SYSTEM
CLEANER

Now Available in New Zealand
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Harmful Mineral Scale and Oxide Deposits

After Cleaning with Liquid Intelligence 239
Cleans your Cooling System back to new

Did you know?
Scale Deposits:  Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale
2mm thick insulates and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%

Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in the top of the radiator blocking the core
causing further overheating.

Liquid Intelligence 239 dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling system, will not
damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling system metal surfaces to inhibit
further corrosion.

This cleaner works in all engine cooling system applications, including Vintage and Classic cars, trucks,
earthmoving, mining, farm vehicles and equipment.

Comes as a 2.2kg Kit - enough to do 30 litres (3 cars) $123.50
 Including GST and freight anywhere in NZ

$100.00 If bought with 5 litres of our liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Refill your Cooling system with our Liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Boils at 190 deg                      High Thermal efficienc                          No Pressure needed

For further info or technical data etc, call Roy King toll free 
0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

email roylking@xtra.co.nz   www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

 Beaded Wheels 17



My Grandfather, Charles Edward Wright (Charlie), was 
born in Kaiapoi in 1883, and began his working life in 
the bicycle trade. At the age of 23 he moved with his 

parents to live in Wellington.
In 1909 he married and by now was working in Wellington as a 

mechanic in the relatively new motor trade industry.
In 1916 he moved his young family back to Christchurch and 

began work at the Ford agents Henry J Ranger whose premises 
were at 94 Gloucester Street. In 1916 Model Ts were all that Ford 
had to offer and Charlie’s duties also involved sales. He would take 
a new car and travel all over Canterbury, going onto farms and 
into outlying places with the express purpose of making sales. As 
he was also a keen amateur photographer, he had petrol boxes full 
of interesting photos of early times. Sadly time has ravaged this 
collection to just a few remaining ones.

In the above photo ‘Smiler’ Smith is second from the right and 
Charlie, my grandfather at 33 years of age, is fourth from the left 
in the side chair. 

In 1920, Charlie and his brother Clive, mortgaged their homes 
to raise finance and formed a company, C Wright Bros Garage 
Ltd, with Clive as a silent partner. They constructed purpose built 
premises in Cashel Street, opposite the King Edward Barracks. 
This building was last used commercially by Aitcheson and Black 
in the early 1990s. The small door on the left led into the petrol 
store, as all fuel they sold was in cases; the main entrance was in 
the centre and showroom window on the right.

They obtained the agency for Lancia, Chandler, Winton, and 
Nash cars.

The following year in November of 1921 the Olympia Motor 
Show was held in the King Edward Barracks across the road in 
Cashel Street and the Wright Bros had a stand displaying their 
cars. 

This show no doubt would have given a boost to sales of new 
vehicles and the repair business that followed.

However just 14 months later the Cashel Street bridge was 
closed for the construction of the Bridge of Remembrance and 
this was not reopened until November 1924. This made access to 
the garage inconvenient for the motoring public, and as a result 
petrol sales slumped and business in general slowed. The next four 
years were difficult and by 1929, the world economic situation 
started to affect their trading and in 1930 they were declared 
bankrupt and ceased to trade.

Now 47 years old without house or job, Charlie moved his 
family to Levin where he became shop foreman at J C Milne Ford 
Garage.

A year later a young chap from Nelson, Noel Moorhouse, 
moved to Levin and became the forecourt attendant at J C Milne, 
pumping gas.  Noel courted and married Charlie’s eldest daughter 
and moved back to Nelson. Two years later Charlie followed 
and became a senior staff member at MS Motors Ford in Nelson 
where he remained until 1944. Now 61 years old, he took up the 
position of workshop foreman at Vining and Scott, on the corner 
of Rutherford and Hardy streets, who were the local Nelson agents 
for Morris. He remained working for Phill Vining until ill health 
forced him to retire in 1949.

The latest models then on the salesroom floor, would have 
been the Series E and possibly the first low light Minors

He died aged 67 years in 1950 after a life involved with cars. 
My younger brother Evan and I followed him into the trade in 

the early and mid fifties.
 bw

THE LIFE OF A
nuts and Bolts MAN
Words & Photos Bob Moorhouse

Four Clyno sidecar outfits, in Latimer Square. The large houses in the 
background are on the eastern side, Christchurch.
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1921 Olympia Motor Show, King 
Edwards Barracks, Christchurch.

C Wright Bros Garage Ltd Christchurch staff. 
Charlie front right.

J C Milne Ford Garage Levin  
Charlie second from right, Noel second  
from left. wE CAN mAkE CuSTOm RINGS fOR mOST

CARS, TRuCkS & SmALL ENGINES
Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

Under the new 
ownership of

Pukekohe

NEw ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE Of pISTON RINGS fOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

MS Motors Ford, Nelson 
Charlie fifth from right.
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The vehicle history, as far as we can 
ascertain, is that it was imported 
for the Dunedin Exhibition where 

it was used in the show, subsequently 
bought by the North Shore Bus Company 
and used on the Bayswater to Milford run 
and also on Waiheke Island until WWII. 
It was then converted into a mobile 
canteen for the American troops stationed 
at Western Springs. Eventually it became 
a bach/motor home in the 1950s with 
someone, thought to be a hermit, living 
in it at Kawakawa. As it was parked on a 
flood plain, the floodwaters eventually got 
the better of it as the photos show.

White and Poppe made Dennis’ 
T-head engines from the early 1900s but 
Dennis acquired the company in 1919 and 
manufacture carried on until 1925 when 
more modern engines were produced. 
The T-head engine is a relic of the steam 
age and bears a lot of similarities. This 
engine has a capacity of about 6 litres and 
develops about 60bhp. It has four cylinders 
in two barrels with two pistons in each, an 
inlet valve on one side and exhaust on the 

other lifted by camshafts running along 
each side of the crankcase and driven by 
a gear train from the front of the crank-
shaft. The same gear train drives the water 
pump on one side and the magneto on the 
other. Main and camshaft bearings are 
pressure fed, the big ends splash fed. The 
valve stems are exposed and only have a 
cover with an oil hole in them to oil the 
valve stem every 80 miles. The starting 
procedure is to dribble petrol into the 
primers and try to crank it if you are very 
strong. A second person is needed to shut 
the primers when it fires.

The Dennis has a cone clutch with 
a tapered circular face fitting in to the 
internally tapered flywheel. To take the 
drive to the gearbox it has a short drive 
shaft with two fabric couplings and this 
whole assembly slides when the clutch 
is depressed. A cardan shaft emergency 
foot brake clamps directly to a drum on 
the four-speed crash gearbox output shaft. 
The handbrake lever operates on the rear 
wheels only and this is the main brake. 

A large worm drive diff with planetary 
gearing to the axles provides final drive.

After retrieving the bones of the bus 
from Kawakawa Bay the early members 
had done a lot of the cleaning and 
repairing of the chassis plus other work, 
but lack of time and funds meant the 
project had to be put on hold. It lay in the 
shed as a storage rack for junk for the next 
25 years.

Now that many of the members are 
retired it was decided to have a regular 
Thursday morning restoration day. We 
have a variety of member skills from retired 
aircraft engineers, carpenters, mechanics 
and, best of all, one with a machine shop 
and sandblasting and painting facilities. 
In November 2008 the chassis was moved 
out to the middle of the restoration shed, 
cleared of all the junk on it, and work 
commenced.

Restoration of the engine had been 
started but had just been left. Fortunately 
the diff had been fully remade many years 
ago (thanks to the Navy). To have a huge 
worm and wheel made nowadays would 

In 1973 the North Shore Branch was 
told of a 1923 Dennis bus in a swamp 
at Kawakawa Bay, south of Auckland. 

Research showed it had been one of the 
first buses owned by the North Shore 

Bus Company. When found, it was 
derelict and barely recognisable as a 

bus. Those early club members realised 
that it was a piece of early North Shore 
history and retrieved it for restoration.

Resurrecting 
DENNIS
Text and photos Clive Sandham
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have choked the project. The gearbox was 
all there but seized. Generally all parts 
were there but in bits and pieces, mostly 
un-restored, corroded from lying in the 
swamp and rusted beyond use but good for 
patterns.

The chassis had been blasted and 
repaired and was in good condition so the 
rear springs were refitted easily. At some 
stage, probably thanks to the Navy, the 
hangers had been recast and machined 
along with new shackle pins.

The crankcase that had been sitting in 
the chassis was removed and work began 
on the engine. We had four very rusty 
blocks that were sandblasted to see what 
state they were in. One of each matching 
barrels were useable but one set were 
oversized and one of each were used. The 
pistons that matched were serviceable but 
needed new rings. We had them made and 
then regrooved the pistons to suit. 

The valves that were useable were 
ground, the seats recut and suitable collets 
were made. Each guide was a different 
size with some guides were used from the 

discarded blocks and with a lot of matching 
we finally had them fitted. The caps that 
allow access to the valves, and also carried 
the spark plugs and priming cups, were 
cast and machined. Every internal thread 
on the blocks had to be drilled out and 
retapped, a very time consuming job.

The sump was sandblasted and cleaned 
and the oil pump overhauled. The white 
metal bearings were all useable, and with 
careful fitting the engine gradually came 
back together. It had been decided that we 
were all far too old to be hand cranking 
such a large engine. We decided to fit a 
starter motor. With a lot of hunting for a 
20" ring gear, one was found for a Hino 
truck and the flywheel machined to fit it. 

We had the water pump, driven from 
the camshaft, but the drive gear was 
missing. There was a lot of head scratching 
going on as to how to get a helical gear 
cut that would mesh, when in walked 
a member who had been raiding the 
parts shed. In his hand was a gear that 
turned out to be the missing gear, which 
enabled us to fit the water pump. We 

have a retired plumber who is a master at 
cutting precision gaskets so his skills were 
in demand making all the gaskets. After 
many months the engine was reassembled 
and returned to the chassis.

A reconditioned magneto was 
purchased fitted with a Simms drive. This 
required an adapter plate in order that 
the drive would match up to the Simms 
coupling. The engine had a dynamo so the 
bracket was modified to take a generator 
from the parts shed. The crank handle was 
missing so a large spanner was cut down 
to give the period look of the crank then 
welded up and mounted.

The gearbox was cleaned and new 
bearings fitted. The cardan shaft brake was 
steel on steel. The shoes were machined 
out and linings bonded on. It is driven 
via two fabric couplings and useable ones 
were found and fitted. The cone clutch 
was made useable and installed along with 
the pedals and linkages. A gear change 
lever was in the collection but the hand 
brake lever was missing. A suitable one was 

Some of the team look prouly at engine ready to go back in
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LIFE’S SHORT 
BID HARD
THE TURNERS MAGNIFICENT 
CLASSIC & VINTAGE CAR AUCTION

You haven’t seen a collection like this for a very long time. 
It’s the ultimate collectors auction. From Phantoms to E-Types, from Cadillacs 

to Landrovers, from Chevrolet to Mercedes, all waiting to get out of your 
dreams and into your garage. 

The full line-up is on public display in our Dunedin branch from now until 
auction day. Up close inspections by appointment only.

WHEN:  Saturday 5th March at 1pm
WHERE:  Turners Auctions Dunedin, Cnr Midland St & Portland Dr 
HOW:  Bid onsite, on the phone or online with Turners Live
For more information contact our ‘vintage’ sales consultant 
Andrew Spiers on 03 466 4222 or 027 241 6129 or visit 
www.turners.co.nz/ultimateauction 

found and cut down to fit, the levers and 
brackets having to be made.

The steering box had been overhauled 
but water had got in and it was a write-off. 
A new worm was made and refitted. The 
steering wheel was a rusty shell but with 
a lot of brazing and filling soon became 
useable again.

The front axle was in place but needed 
new ball joints and steering overhauled. 
A new tie rod had to be made as the old 
one had been in the swamp and was well 
rusted. 

All the wheel nuts were damaged we 
had new ones made on a CNC, and these 
are the only things apart from the rings 
and sandblasting of large parts that we 
have had to pay to be done. 

The finned tube radiator was beyond 
repair. We had many scary quotes from 
all parts of the world to have new tubes 
made. The cost of this was beyond the 
funds available so was causing major 
headaches. Some brave member said that 
we should make our own and received a 
mixed response from other members! Our 
tame engineer said a die could be made 
and the wavy washers stamped, but there 
would be a lot of work involved. This lead 
to the die being made and brass stock cut 
and hours of punching the 14,000 wavy 
washers required commenced. 140 tubes 
were cut to length and a hand press made 
to assemble the tubes. This at the time 
of writing is still in progress and we have 
about a third of the way to go. 

The header and lower tanks are large 
cast aluminium castings and beyond 
salvage. They have been bogged over and 
will be cast and machined. We believe our 
radiator rebuild will be completed with the 
final cost at a fraction of the prices quoted 
just for the tubes.

A Trader truck petrol tank was acquired 
and fitted and the vacuum lift tank was 
refurbished and fitted.

A ‘Smiths Easy Start’ was spotted on 
Trade Me and it was quickly pounced on. 
It will replace the need for the primer 
cups. It is a small pump that injects a small 
shot of petrol direct into the manifold, so 
overcomes the need for the priming cups 
or a choke. 

The starter motor was a challenge 
as the exhaust pipe prevented it being 
installed adjacent to the block. Also, a 
big motor would need some horsepower 
to turn it. After much rummaging in the 
parts shed to find the right rotations and 
larger motor, one was found that would do 
it except it rotated the wrong way. On the 
rear was a ½" square drive that a socket 
extension bar would fit this corrected the 
rotation and solved the problem of getting 
the drive over the flywheel. A subframe 
was made to carry the motor, along with a 
suitable Bendix drive, and when all fitted 
up it worked well.

Tyres were found along with some 
donated by the Whangarei Branch. The 
wheels were cleaned up and painted and 
tyres fitted so the chassis could at long 
last sit on its own wheels. A missing 2" 
diameter by 36" long axle was made and 
fitted.

Thursday morning’s working bees were 
progressing so well we were running out of 
projects so it was decided to try and start 
the beast. A large drum was placed out 
the side and water pipes run to it. Petrol 
was put in the vacuum tank, a battery 
fitted to the starter and then it was fire-up 
time. A few winds on the starter assisted 
by the crank handle and away it fired 
and ran very well. The carburettor was 
flooding and a few minor water leaks were 

all attended to over the next week and a 
second run-up was planned. 

It was a great day and there were huge 
cheers all round.

The following week petrol was placed 
into the tank, the engine primed and the 
battery charged up again. A short wind 
on the starter and the beast burst into 
life. With a little fiddling of the timing 
and carburettor it was running as sweet 
as a clock. The thing that surprised us 
all is how smoothly such a large engine 
runs. There is very little vibration and the 
exhaust noise through the truck muffler 
we had fitted was minimal. 

Nearly 12 months from starting by 
moving the chassis out we now have a 
rolling chassis. This year body building is 
well underway with a steel sub frame made 
and the floor down.

Still a long way to go but we all enjoy 
the challenge

Running parallel on the Thursdays 
another team is restoring a 1936 Chevrolet 
fire tender and there has been friendly 
rivalry as to who would win. The Dennis 
team won the start up but the next race is 
to when the body build is completed.

One thing these two projects have done 
is bring the branch together with up to 
24 members arriving on the Thursday 
morning, tools in hand and willing to 
go. We all enjoy it and this, along with a 
good morning tea, is a great way to share 
blokes’ tales while working. Projects like 
the Dennis are keeping the history of the 
early transport in place and can give the 
youth of today an idea of how things used 
to be.

  bw

Team assembling 14,000 radiator washers on to 
radiator tubes.

Easy start primer
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LIFE’S SHORT 
BID HARD
THE TURNERS MAGNIFICENT 
CLASSIC & VINTAGE CAR AUCTION

You haven’t seen a collection like this for a very long time. 
It’s the ultimate collectors auction. From Phantoms to E-Types, from Cadillacs 

to Landrovers, from Chevrolet to Mercedes, all waiting to get out of your 
dreams and into your garage. 

The full line-up is on public display in our Dunedin branch from now until 
auction day. Up close inspections by appointment only.

WHEN:  Saturday 5th March at 1pm
WHERE:  Turners Auctions Dunedin, Cnr Midland St & Portland Dr 
HOW:  Bid onsite, on the phone or online with Turners Live
For more information contact our ‘vintage’ sales consultant 
Andrew Spiers on 03 466 4222 or 027 241 6129 or visit 
www.turners.co.nz/ultimateauction 
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History
Bumper-to-bumper traffic jams are 

a daily occurrence in expressways and 
motorways. They cause an enormous 
amount of frustration among the drivers 
who drive to work and back. Stuck in a 
traffic jam, many of us have dreamt of 
suddenly taking off in a vehicle like the 
one featured in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 
No traffic light to worry about and no 
traffic cops chasing you after speeding. It 
is indeed a great feeling. It is not a dream 
any more. If you have money to spare, your 
dream can come true.

King Ludwig II of Bavaria, who was 
known as the Mad King was well known 
for his fantasies. Neuschwanstein Castle, 
which was featured in the film Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang was one such creation. 
A less known fact was his ambition for 
flying cars. About twenty years before the 
Wright brothers made their first flight, 
King Ludwig drew up plans for a flying 
car. Unfortunately, soon afterwards on 10 
June 1886 he was declared insane and was 
deposed. Now, 120 years after his death, 
German aeronautical engineers claim 
that his design was sound and could have 
worked. Strangely, about the same time in 
1885, Karl Benz built his first motorwagen 
for which a patent was awarded in 1886.

Since the Wright brothers flew their 
first aircraft and Karl Benz produced 
his motorwagon, there have been many 
attempts to design and build flying cars. 
Some never left the drawing board. Others 
managed a few hops and crashed. Many 
people lost their lives trying to fly their 

flying cars. This is not surprising because 
of the design difficulties associated with a 
hybrid of a motor vehicle and an aircraft. 
The design features of the two are totally 
different and combining the two sets of 
requirements posed enormous challenges. 
The flying cars which were unsuccessful 
either compromised road vehicle mode or 
the aircraft mode.

Glenn Curtiss could be called the father 
of the flying car. His flying car, known as 
the Curtiss Autoplane was built in 1917. 
Aluminium was used in the construction 
with three wings that spanned 40 feet 
with a length of 27 feet. The four- blade 
propeller was at the rear of the car. It was 
an unsuccessful attempt, but managed a 
few hops.

Two decades after Glenn Curtiss, 
Waldo Waterman designed his Arrowbile, 
which was a hybrid of Studebaker and an 
aircraft. The propellers were attached to 
the rear of the vehicle. It had a wingspan 
of 38 feet and a length of just over 20 feet. 
One interesting feature was that its wings 
could be detached. As a motor vehicle it 
could drive at 56 mph and as an aircraft 
at 112 mph. The Studebaker Company 
bought Waterman’s company and built 
five Arrowbiles. Three of them entered 
the 1937 National Air Races and flew 
from Santa Monica to Cleveland, Ohio. 
One crashed in Arizona and the other 
two completed the race. However, funding 
issues saw the demise of the project. Dan 
Neil, Pulitzer Prize winning automobile 
critic, rated Arrowbile (later renamed 
Aerobile) as 11th worst car of all time.

By now the concept of combining a 
motor vehicle and an aircraft interested 
the attention of several inventors. In 
1946, Robert Edison Fulton, Jr designed 
his Airphibian, the first flying car to 
be certified by the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration. It was not a car that could 
fly but an aircraft that could be driven on 
the road. The conversion from an aircraft 
to a car took only five minutes by removing 
the wings and the tail section. Its body was 
constructed out of aluminium and had 
aircraft-size wheels and a six-cylinder 165 
hp engine. Airphibian could be driven at 
50 mph as an automobile and fly at a speed 
of 110 mph. Because of financial difficul-
ties, Fulton could not proceed with the 
project. 

In 1947, Theodore P. Hall developed 
ConvAirCar, a two-door sedan equipped 
with a removable aircraft unit. Unlike 
previous models of flying cars, it was made 
out of glass fibre and weighed only 725 
pounds. The aircraft unit was latched 
to the roof of the roadable vehicle. By 
detaching this unit it could be driven 
away. It offered an hour of flight with a 
fuel consumption of 45 miles to a gallon. 
On 1 November 1947, ConvAirCar made 
its maiden flight over San Diego which 
lasted one hour and 18 minutes. However, 
disaster struck when it crashed on its third 
flight, which resulted in its sudden death.

In the early 1950s, Avro Canada studied 
designs for flying-saucer like vehicles for 
military use. Avrocar which was named 
VZ-9AV was designed by John Frost of 
Avro Canada. When the Canadian 

FLYING CARS
Words Dr Titus De Silva Photos Terrafugia



government abandoned the project, the 
US government funded the project. It was 
designed to fly at a speed of 300 mph at an 
altitude of 10,000 feet. It was saucer-shaped 
with a diameter of 18 feet, a thickness 
of five feet and weighed over £5,650! 
Two prototypes were developed between 
May and August 1959. They were tested 
between 1959 and 1961. These proved that 
the maximum speed achieved was 35 mph 
and the Avrocar was unstable over eight 
feet. After investing millions of dollars in 
the project the programme was cancelled 
in December 1991. Although it has been 
named ‘Avrocar’ it was never designed for 
road use.

Inspired by previous designs of flying 
cars and Robert E Fulton’s attempts, 
Moulton Taylor created a remarkable 
vehicle to drive, fly and then drive again 
without interruption. The first Aerocar 
was built in 1949. Folded wings enable 
one person to convert the car into a flight 
mode in just five minutes. It had a fibre 
glass shell with a 10-foot drive shaft which 
connected the engine to a pusher propeller. 
It could drive up to 60 mph and fly at a 
speed of 110 mph. The Aerocar was the 
second roadable aircraft to receive FAA 
approval. Subsequent to receiving this 
approval in 1956 several other versions of 
Aerocar were built. Taylor reached a deal 
with Ling-Temco-Vought for serial produc-
tion of the vehicle provided he was able 
to get 500 orders. However, he was able 
to find only half the number of buyers. 
Furthermore, 1970 regulations relating to 

automobiles in the USA prevented further 
progress.

Further Developments
The Skycar developed by Moller 

International has been claimed to be the 
first vehicle capable of vertical take off and 
landing (VTOL) capabilities. It can cruise 
at a speed of 275 mph with a fuel consump-
tion of 20 miles per gallon. It is capable of 
reaching a height of 50 feet. The future 
of the Skycar is in doubt because of the 
financial constraints.

Macro Industries in Huntsville is devel-
oping an aero car also capable of VTOL. 
It was named SkyRider X2R. The model 
incorporated GPS satellites and cellular 
service. It is expected to cover 200 miles in 
45 minutes. 

In Israel, Urban Aeronautics is testing 
the flying car City Hawk which can 
carry two people, has VTOL capabilities 
and remain in flight for one hour. The 
maximum operating height is estimated 
at 8000 ft with a speed of 80-90 knots. 
Tests conducted in 2003 were found to 
be successful and Urban Aeronautics 
began developing its X-Hawk which is 
not expected to be a “flying car”. It uses 
helicopter and aircraft equipment.

Milner Motors AirCar is a roadable air 
craft which is a 4-door 4-seater vehicle. 
It has a wing span of 28 feet. The wings 
retract at the touch of a button. They tuck 
up beside the car on ground mode. It can 
fly at a speed of 200 mph with a range of 
1000 miles. Maximum ground speed is 85 

mph. It is expected to cost in the region of 
US $450,000.

Branko Sarh of Advanced Flying 
Automobile Company has developed a 
dual mode vehicle called Sokol A400. All 
components needed for flying are stored 
inside the vehicle on ground mode, and 
they pop out at the push of a button. It has 
a flying range of 500 miles with a flying 
speed of 150 mph. The ground speed is 
100 mph.

Recent FAA Classification
Transition developed by Terrafugia has 

been classified by the FAA as a “light 
sports aircraft” although it is 110 lbs 
heavier than the maximum allowed for 
light sports aircrafts. The extra weight 
allows roll cage, crumple zones and air bags 
to be included as safety features. The pilots 
require only 20 hours of flying time, much 
less than full private license requirements. 
On ground mode it is a front wheel drive 
with a fuel consumption of 30 miles per 
gallon. During flight mode the wings fold 
down electrically. It has a flying range of 
460 miles with a speed of 115 mph and 
requires a third of a mile runway to take 
off. According to the company, at a cost of 
US $194,000, 70 people have already paid 
the deposit of US $10,000.

So, the ultimate dream of car enthusi-
asts has come true. Fasten your seat belts 
and get ready to take off. 

  bw
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THE 38TH FAR NORTH 
TOUR
Northland Branch 

Words and photos Terry Lambess

This year’s tour attracted no less than 
14 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghosts from 1907 
to 1926. Seven came from America, one 
from Portugal, two from Australia and four 
from New Zealand. The oldest car was Far 
North members Adrian and Sylvia’s 1907 
Ghost while the youngest was Portugal’s 
Albert and Monique Eberhard in their 
1926 Rolls. Two of the Rolls had been 
in the Peking to Paris Rally. The Rolls 
contingent was led by Steve and Susan 
Littin, New Zealanders now residing 
in Huntsburg, Ohio, USA where Steve 
restores Roll-Royce cars. Steve’s father was 
once a member of the Northland Branch 
so they were in familiar territory. It was 
most entertaining listening to Steve’s 
stories of his early drives through the 
Waipoua Forest. 

On Saturday morning the 104 cars left 
the clubrooms and headed for Dargaville 

then continued on SH12, the Kauri Coast 
Discovery route, up to Trounson Kauri 
Park for a walk through the preserved 
stand of Kauri. On to the Waipoua Forest 
to view Tane Mahuta, a massive old kauri 
tree, reputed to be the largest kauri in 
new Zealand. It is a very impressive sight 
indeed.

On the road again to the Hokianga 
Harbour and our lunch stop at Opononi 
where the sight of all those Rolls-Royce 
cars parked in the front of the Pub made 
a great photo shot. We then went on 
to Rawene and caught the ferry over to 
the Kohukohu area before continuing to 
Mangamuka and over the Gorge. Tight 
corners and long Rolls-Royce cars made 
for interesting driving but they all loved 
it! Once through the Gorge some drivers 
stayed on the sealed road and travelled 
through Kaitia up to Awanui then to the 
end of the run at Taipa. Other drivers took 
a different option and travelled through 
Fairburn and Peria enjoying some 17km of 
gravel road before finally arriving at Taipa. 

The evening dinner and prize giving 
was held in the Taipa School hall which 

was filled to bursting point!  Sunday 
morning saw the spares shed get a good 
going over before final farewells were 
made. Our overseas visitors were in awe of 
our beautiful, green country and they hope 
to return and tour the South Island.

MT COOK RALLY 
South Canterbury Branch 

Labour Weekend 23-25 October 2010 

Words and photos Bill Weir

Nearly 40 entrants left the clubrooms 
on Saturday morning of Labour Weekend. 
After the checkpoint at Pleasant Point 
the route to Fairlie took us up Totara 
Valley over Gays Pass via quite a steep 
tricky one-way gravel road. Then on up 
Spur Road, over the top of the Brothers 
range which drops down steeply to the 
Fairlie – Geraldine Highway just out of 
Fairlie. The afternoon route for the long 
run was a very interesting trip through 
country not often travelled. This was back 
down to Cricklewood then through to the 

Northland: Rolls-Royce to the rescue at the Waipoua Forest rest stop.

rally snippets

A Silver Ghost leaving the ferry for Kohukohu. 1924 Rolls-Royce entering Rawene.
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 
win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch  
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged)  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
Gary Arps and Stewart Barton. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

Win
a limited edition  

Beaded Wheels 
cap!
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rallysnippets

Mackenzie Pass Road coming out at Dog 
Kennel Corner. A very enjoyable run.

Sunday started with the field tests at 
Twizel then on to Mt Cook where cars 
parked in front of the Hermitage were 
the centre of interest for the tourists and 
the locals. A local DOC officer said they 
always look forward to our event to see 
what vehicles arrive, marking the first 
weekend of summer.

CLUTHA RALLY 
South Otago Branch 

November 2010 

Words John Cook  Photos Jim Beeby

The 39th rally of the South Otago 
Branch of the Vintage Car Club was held 
on 13 November and was well attended. 
Eighty entrants were welcomed by our 
Chairman Gary Beaumont. 

The first vehicle left at 10.30 for the 
timed section, which was a run up the 
Clutha Valley road finishing outside the 
Clydevale Hall. It was then over the 
Clydevale Bridge for a leisurely drive 

through Popotunoa, Wairuna, with a 
check point on the way to finish at 
Clinton. Lunch stop at the Clinton rugby 
grounds where we were treated to a rare 
viewing of David Mackie’s art studio just 
down the road. After lunch we drove 
along Hillfoot Road and back to the Town 
Hall for the evening meal and prize giving 
and a visit for some to our parts shed.  bw

Grant Keeley’s 1922 Model T Ford was probably 
built about the same time as AB locomotive at 
Pleasant Point where the checkpoint was situated 
for this year’s Mt Cook Rally.

Dick Edwards 1957 Austin A95 on the Mt Cook 
Rally.

South Canterbury:The highlight of the 2010 Mt 
Cook Rally for Barry Goodman, Earlene and 
Terry Wilson, Brian Goodman and Tess and Eric 
Robins was that they all participated in the first Mt 
Cook Rally in 1960.

Cars parked in front of the Hermitage, Labour 
Weekend 2010.

South Otago: Rally entrants assembled behind 
Balclutha Town Hall.

South Otago: Further rally entrants assembled 
behind Balclutha Town Hall.



John Barton was the son of pioneer 
immigrant Richard Barton. Originally 

from England, Richard and Mary, his 
daughter from his first marriage, travelled 
aboard the ship Oriental, arriving in 
Petone on 31 January 1840. Richard then 
settled at Trentham Upper Hutt giving 
that name to the area. He soon married 
Hannah Butler and had three sons, John 
being the second born in 1850. 

John studied civil engineering in 
England and when his eldest brother 
died he returned to Trentham to run 
surrounding farms and also another large 
holding in Wairarapa. During this time 
he also completed extensive surveying and 
road building and for a time was Assistant 
Engineer for Wellington City, where his 
work included surveying roads around the 
Basin Reserve area.

After a family dispute, Whiterock 
station in the Wairarapa was taken over 
by John’s brother. John then set his four 
sons up on Matikona, a large farm near 
Castlepoint. 

John continued to live at Trenham, but 
got involved with the farm from time to 
time, as well as doing engineering jobs in 
Wairarapa and the Wellington districts. 

The New Mode of Transport
Horse and buggy was his preferred mode 

of transport to jobs and the visits out to 
see his sons. Because of the large amount 

of travel John did, the sons decided a 
modern form of transport would suit their 
father’s needs better. They were associ-
ated through marriage with garage owners 
and importers Bidwill and Stewart of 
Featherston, who imported Crestmobiles 
and some Locomobiles and Holsmans.

The boys Richard, Ted, Roy and Wilfred 
decided the Holsman would be the right 
choice. However, it was very hard for John 
to break his habit of horse and buggy and 
according to my father Ian, he was not very 
fond of the new mode of transportation. 

A story that has been passed down does 
show that in urgent need, John would have 
been appreciative of the Holsman.

While John was involved with a roading 
contract near Castlepoint, word got to 
John by a chance mail delivery that the 
contractor metaling the road had applied 
for payment to the appropriate office in 
Wellington for the completed job. In fact 
only a fraction of the required material had 
been applied to the surface. 

The contractor knew that John was 
out at Matikona and mail was not due for 
another week, plus it should take John 
three days by horse and buggy to travel 
back to Wellington. John was very annoyed 
and thought it hopeless to try and stop 
the payment. John was then convinced 
by his sons to take the Motorbuggy (as 
our family always affectionately calls her). 
John set off over some quite difficult roads 

and then took on the Rimutaka Hill 
road to Wellington. It was getting dark 
by this stage, but with kerosene lamps 
and presumably help from the moon, he 
successfully powered up to the summit and 
free-wheeled it down the other side on the 
poor road that existed then. It is said he 
made it from Featherston to Upper Hutt 
in 55 minutes. No doubt he took the train 
in the morning to Wellington and did 
manage to stop the payment.

The Next Generation
After John died in 1923, the Holsman 

stood in a shed at Trentham unused. 
Trentham homestead was mostly deserted 
after John’s wife Isabella died in 1930. 
Their youngest son Wilfred who lived with 
his mother Isabella also moved out and got 
married. (Upper Hutt lost a true histor-
ical gem when Trentham homestead was 
donated to the scouts during the war and 
pulled down for recycling to help the war 
effort.)

As the lots were sold off at Trentham, 
the Holsman was moved to Masterton to 
my grandparents Ted (brother of Wilfred) 
and Pen’s home and was occasionally taken 
out to Castlepoint and used as a beach 
buggy. My father Ian, still quite young, was 
keen to have the Holsman, as even then it 
looked so ancient, asking his father Ted if 
he could have it. It was explained to him 

The Barton family 
Holsman
Words Stewart Barton 

Photos Barton Family & Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ
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it really belonged to Wilfred, as he was left 
all the machinery. 

Ian put in his request and was given 
ownership of it. Later when Ian bought 
a farm in South Wairarapa, where I still 
farm, it was moved down to an old shed.

Ian would get it going but usually it 
would break down at crucial times disap-
pointing him. I loved my rides on it as a 
small child and even then expressing my 
interest in it.

Ian always wanted to restore it 
especially as it was left outside for a month 
in wet conditions after being loaned to a 
garage business for a 50th anniversary in 
Masterton. He drove the still very sound 
Motorbuggy to the woolshed and pulled 
it apart in 1959. Bits were stored away in 
boxes, including the body which was put 
up in the not-so-flash loft. With family 
commitments and no spare money to 
throw at the project, Ian soon became too 
busy to work on the restoration. There 
were many offers to purchase it and my 
father got quite annoyed about that. It 
was not for sale! Later another hobby took 
over. Both my father and I became very 
involved in flying gliders, a hobby I am still 
involved with.

The Final Restoration
The Holsman restoration was always 

nagging at me however, and during 1969, 
in my mid teens, I started cleaning it up. 

The inside of the body was caked in dirt 
and oil, while other parts had just a little 
surface rust. I carefully recorded the entire 
pin striping paint work. The body was 
painted in the early 1970s by Athol Ross in 
Greytown, as we knew he could still do pin 
striping. The Holsman then sat in our shed 
semi-completed, while I was busy raising a 
family, gliding and working on the farm.

It was Will Holmes who gave me the 
date for the first McLean’s Rally in 1998 to 
aim for. By this time I had converted the 
farm to dairy and employed a sharemilker, 
so I was able to almost work fulltime on 
the Holsman for six months. Finally with 
the help of Chris Slater, we fired it up a 
week before that rally, 39 years after my 
father pulled her to bits. Sadly my father 
had passed away before seeing it on the 
road once again.

How old?
At this time we only had a vague idea 

of the Holsman’s year. My father and I 
thought maybe 1903. We always want them 
to be old don’t we? Unfortunately there 
was no known family record. However, a 
picture I saw suggested 1905 until I realised 
that particular model did not have ellip-
tical springs and our Holsman did. I also 
saw a picture of my model quoted as 1907, 
so then thought I had it nailed. My wife 
Stephanie had put a help notice on the 
web, and it was picked up by the Horseless 
Carriage Society, an archive for historical 
vehicles, and they passed that on to the 
Horseless Carriage Club of America, who 
published our request. 

It was with massive delight when out of 
the blue one day, a large package arrived 
in the post from possibly the most knowl-
edgeable Holsman owner and enthusiast in 
the world, David Kimball, from New York 
state, USA. David has generously provided 
so much information to help and much 
needed materials. Included in that infor-
mation were some records on the Holsman 
Company, and from serial numbers and 
other known data we were able to work out 
that we have a 1908, Number 5 Runabout. 
At last we know! 

The Mechanics
While it has taken me about another 10 

years to complete the Holsman, it is now 
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very motorable. I have learned about the 
parts of this remarkable car, such as the 
automatic inlet valves that will break if not 
checked and many other small things that 
add up to stoppages.

It is easy to drive, true on the road 
and rides very well on the full elliptical 
springs. It is very light and sensitive on 
the tiller steering however. The throttle 
is on the tiller the opposite way round to 
a motorbike’s. The big lever on the side 
tightens the belts for drive when pulled 
back, and back very hard on hills. Forward 
on the lever applies brake blocks onto the 
back wheel pulley sheaves that also loosen 
the belts, so there is no engine braking. 
The brakes are quite poor so anticipation 
is required. Reverse is by releasing the 
brake ratchet with the lever so the outside 
sheaves on the counter shaft go directly on 
to the wheels while the brakes are released.  

I have since refitted the optional extra 
foot brake after scaring Stephanie and 
myself when the lever got stuck back after 
pulling up a steepish hill and unable to 
release to brake down the other side. It will 
cruise at about 20-22mph and if the belts 
don’t slip, it pulls up hills quite well now. 

Optional extras, the hood and 
mudguards, were included in the original 
sale. The lamps were stolen while it was 
parked long ago at Trentham. They have 
been replaced with ones recommended to 
me and sent by my friend David Kimball 
in the States. During its early life, as was 
common then, a Ford T carburettor was 
fitted (I still have the original Schebler in 
storage). Also a magneto was fitted which 
I still use although battery and tremblers 
are what should be used. I have the original 

coil but Model T ones were fitted, as that 
was also a common modification too. 
It is now started on the coils and then 
switched to magneto, but can be run on 
coils. Fortunately this is easy as there are 
two plugs per cylinder. It runs much better 
on the mag.

We are proud to own the Holsman as a 
historical family vehicle, but sometimes feel 
like frauds as it looks so much more ancient 
than it is. 

An Intriguing Vehicle
Henry Holsman, (an architect by trade) 

decided he and the country folk needed a 
vehicle that would transverse the terrible 
country roads of the period, with good 
ground clearance through the mud and 
snow. It was relatively inexpensive for the 
time and simple mechanically with an 
air cooled motor, so no frozen radiator in 
the winter. It had solid tyres, therefore no 
punctures from the horseshoe nails left 
behind in the road and was a successful 
design at the time. 

The roads improved and along came the 
Model T. The Holsman was out of produc-
tion by 1910 after first being produced in 
1903. About 2500 were built and about 150 
of all the various models still exist, most 
are in static collections, so only a handful 
are being driven world wide. bw

DETAILS:
2 cylinder horizontally opposed 10hp 1700cc
Total loss lubrication through a McCord pump
Belt final drive, through silent chains x 2 from 
the motor to the counter shaft, dog clutch 
engaging 1st or 2nd gear
Automatic inlet valves



In 1970 while working in Oamaru and 
taking an active part in North Otago 
Branch activities I witnessed Rex Murray 

and his team’s organisational skills applied 
to the first of the commerative reenact-
ments of the 1910 Canterbury Automotive 
Association’s New Zealand Reliability trial 
from Christchurch to Dunedin and return. 
Little did I then realise 40 years later I 
would own one of the Veteran tourers that 
took part in that very competitive event 
(the late Allan Storer’s 1912 Cadillac) but 
also I would navigate my father-in-law John 
McLachlan’s 1912 Cadillac on the 100th 
anniversary run. The 1970 reenactment was 
so successful that a further two trials were 
organised in 1980 and 1990. Why the event 
was not again staged in 2000 escapes me, 
possibly there were too many other VCC 
events that year.

When John telephoned me in the 
middle of the wettest Canterbury winter 
for decades and sounded me out to be 
his navigator for the event in November, 
several negatives came to mind. Firstly, the 
fact that he had won the previous three 
events in the same vehicle; secondly, my 
deficient numeracy skills calculating average 
speeds would be cruelly exposed; thirdly 
competitively navigating a Veteran car on 
unfamiliar secondary roads was not my idea 
of enjoyment; and fourthly, if the wet and 
cold weather continued did I really want to 
spend three very full motoring days in an 
open tourer?

The happy memories I had of this very 
special Veteran motoring event from my 

time in Oamaru in 1970 outweighed the 
negative feelings and I soon accepted the 
navigator’s role with the proviso that there 
would be no recriminations if we came last 
in the field, John agreed and the entry was 
forwarded to Keith and Kathleen Perry in 
Oamaru who had taken over Rex’s title 
of Chief Marshall and Trial organiser. On 
a very mild Thursday evening preceding 
Canterbury Anniversary weekend the 
competitors gathered from around the 
South Island at Errol and Kathryn Smith’s 
commodious motor barn for the pre-trial 
briefing. There Keith and Kathleen intro-
duced their team of marshals and outlined 
our return journey to and from Dunedin. 
The Christchurch to Dunedin leg over the 
Friday and Saturday was a very competi-
tive time trial followed by an economy run 
from Dunedin back to Christchurch, with 
Oamaru our resting place on the Friday and 
Saturday nights.

After absorbing the Perry briefing and 
armed with the trial information I retired 
home to bed. Reading through the route 
instructions with John’s nominated average 
speed of 30 mph in mind, it slowly dawned 
on me that this motoring trial was not 
going to be a walk in the park. After several 
medicinal single malts I drifted off to sleep 
dreaming about maintaining 30mph up 
Mount Cargill on the approach to Dunedin!

Friday morning dawned bright and 
sunny. The field of 18 Veteran vehicles 
with their drivers and navigators assembled 
at Smiths with Andree and Bob Hayes 
away first at 7.15am in their 1909 twin 

cylinder Renault followed by the rest of the 
field including four original entrants from 
the 1970 event (Pearce, Wilson, Newell and 
McLachlan).

 SOUTH ISLAND 

Motor Reliability Trial 2010
Words and Photos John Hastilow

Overall winner John A McLachlan in his 1912 Cadillac, at E & K Smith’s prior to start. Photo Roy Hughes.

Colin & Joan Pearce, 1912 Sunbeam (Winner 
Class A) ready to leave The Kingsgate Brydone 
Hotel on Saturday morning.

Joseph McClintock’s 1914 Model T Ford (2nd 
Class B) & Rolly Bell’s 1912 Model T Delivery 
Van outside The Kingsgate Brydone Hotel prior to 
the Saturday morning start from Oamaru. Photo 
Kathleen Perry.

Tom Stephens, 1911 Model T Ford and Chris 
Stephens, 1905 Argyll at E & K Smith’s prior to 
start. Photo Kathleen Perry.

RESULTS
field tests
1 John McLachlan Jnr.  1918 Cadillac
2 Andree & Bob Hayes  1901 Renault
3 Rob & Diane Ross  1915 Dodge
time trial
class a
1 Colin & Joan Pearce  1912 Sunbeam
2 Terry Wilson  1913 Fiat
class B
1 Robert & Eileen Worsfold 1918 Studebaker
2 Joseph McClintock  1914 Ford
3 John McLachlan Jnr.  1918 Cadillac
economy test
1 John Newell  1911 Wolseley- 
   Siddeley
2 John A. McLachlan  1912 Cadillac
3 Colin & Joan Pearce  1912 Sunbeam
overall
1 John A. McLachlan  1912 Cadillac
2 Equal
 Colin & Joan Pearce  1912 Sunbeam
 Rob & Diane Ross  1915 Dodge
3 John McLachlan Jnr.  1918 Cadillac
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We were soon shaking off traffic lights 
and city traffic as we headed south through 
Leeston and Rakaia where after a short spell 
on the main highway we turned towards 
Ashburton and motored the back roads to 
the Ashburton clubrooms. 

The Ashburton to Timaru via Geraldine 
section proved an eye opener to me with 
the large number of dairy farm conversions 
on what had previously been sheep and 
cropping country. As we motored through 
Geraldine we struck their market day with 
the main street thronged with stalls and 
shoppers, our Veteran vehicles attracting 
much interest and comment. Following 
the stop at the South Canterbury branch 
clubrooms in Timaru and with fuel topped 
up, we headed for Oamaru on a splendid 
sunny afternoon along roads well east of 
the main highway with dairy farms as far 
as the eye could see. Arriving in Oamaru 
in the late afternoon we participated in the 
field tests and checked into the North Star 
motel and after comparing notes with other 
entrants we repaired to the bar for a well 
earned refresher. Films of the previous three 
trials were screened at the North Otago 
branch clubrooms that evening.

After being flagged away from the 
Brydon Hotel in Oamaru early on Saturday 
morning we made good progress along the 
scenic coastal road through Kakanui and 
Hampden to Palmerston with the Cadillac 
handling the 30mph average speed with 
apparent ease. Another stop at the local 

Vintage machinery clubrooms and then 
onto Dunedin via Karitane following the 
railway around the beautiful coastline and 
up through bush clad country to Mount 
Cargill which certainly put paid to our 
average speed. John did not appear too 
concerned and the deficit was certainly 
recouped on the downhill into Dunedin 
where the time trial finished.

Sunny and warm weather continued for 
the afternoon as we entered the second 
stage of the trial which consisted of the 
untimed economy run back to Christchurch 
via Oamaru. Having fuelled the Cadillac 
under supervision we motored up the steep 
Leith Valley Road to join SH1 and climbed 
the Kilmog and proceeded to Palmerston 
and then on to Alma where we topped the 
car up with fuel, followed by passage over 
the local weighbridge coming in at 1985 kg.

The Saturday overnight stop was again 
in Oamaru with the added attraction of 
joining up with a large Canterbury VCC 
contingent at the North Star motel. After 
a most enjoyable dinner and a reasonably 
early bedtime we woke on the Sunday 
morning to overcast skies and the threat of 
rain. At least the traffic was very light as we 
motored north with fuel economy foremost 
in our minds.

A stop at the Timaru clubrooms was 
followed by a steady run through to 
Winchester where marshals supervised us 
taking on fuel with the weather deterio-
rating into a misty drizzle which thickened 

as we approached Geraldine. Heading north 
west on the inland scenic route the light 
rain kept us company to Mayfield. After 
that welcome break the trial contingent 
tackled the Rakaia Gorge as we proceeded 
in clearing weather towards Christchurch 
via Glentunnel, Kirwee and West Melton. 

The trial destination was a service station 
in the suburb of Avonhead for the final 
fuel stop before gathering at the Avonhead 
tavern for the presentation of awards. We 
were honoured by the presence of VCC 
National President John Coomber and 
Christine, Club Archivist Betty Wallace 
and Graham and Beaded Wheels Chairman 
Kevin Clarkson.

President John Coomber and organisers 
Keith and Kathleen thanked entrants, 
sponsors, marshals, back up supporters and 
all those behind the scenes assistants that 
made the event such a success and the 
awards ceremony commenced. Slowly the 
tension built up towards the presentation of 
the 100th Anniversary AA Trial Trophy 
donated by the North Otago Automobile 
Association. When John McLachlan’s name 
was announced as the overall winner in his 
1912 Cadillac my immediate reaction as 
navigator was one of immense relief followed 
by the realisation that after three very full 
days of motoring 566 miles door-to-door, the 
vehicle was 98 years old and the owner/
driver 85 years young!  bw
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Stand up and take a bow the British 
single cylinder motorcycle. In particular 
the range of single cylinder machines that 
were introduced during the 1930s and 
1940s, that provided everyman’s transport 
through the depression years, that were 
seized upon and served anywhere and 
everywhere during WWII and then turned 
from olive drab to black, and a few other 
colours, to carry on being everyman’s load 
carrier for another 15 plus years. By and 
large I am talking here about the four 
stroke machines, whether they are 250, 
350, 500 or even 600 cc, and there is a 
raft of these single cylinder work horses 
out there that served and survived in a 
way that few other two wheel machines 
can claim. Yes of course there were iconic 
two strokes, eg BSA Bantam, but I think 
it fair to state that it was the four stroke 
brigade that dominated the working bike 
class. And they were working bikes. To 
many, a car was unaffordable and the 
sturdy single cylinder motorcycle became 
the affordable choice. Arial, BSA, AJS, 
Norton, Matchless, Royal Enfield, Panther, 
Velocette and others. The names matter 
little but the service that these hard 
working machines provided was priceless.

Some were better than others, but in 
general a single was a single; an upright air 
cooled cylinder (Panther excepted) fed by 
an Amal carburettor, overhead valves (well 
mostly by the post war years) and all mated 
to a sturdy dry sump crankcase and a hefty 
bottom end. There was a separate gearbox, 
designs various, and a simple but effective 
multiplate clutch, again designs various. 
A series of chains carried the power from 
output to clutch and gearbox to rear wheel 
and others drove items such as generator 
and magneto. They were basically simple 
devices, and mostly they were reliable 
to the extent that they met the user’s 
expectations of the time, pre-war, wartime 
and the immediate following years. And 
they were robust devices that soaked up 
substantial punishment. They provided a 
means of transport to work and with the 
addition of a side car a means of travel for 
family members.

But it couldn’t last. A 350 or 500 that 
was first manufactured during the late ‘30s 
and then modified to suit war service needs 
wasn’t going to carry on endlessly meeting 
the needs of the post war consumer. 

Things were changing and expectations 
rising. Car manufacturing was on the rise 
and a range of more affordable peoples 
models from manufacturers such as Morris, 
Austin, Hillman and Ford, were taking the 
interest of the motorcyclist. Four wheels 
and a roof with room for the kids was an 
attractive package, never mind the fact 
that a lot of these machines were rather 
poorly conceived and constructed. Then 
along came the Mini; what an impact.

Undoubtedly the appeal of the British 
single (and of course the whole range of 
Brit bikes) might have carried on for longer 
had it not been for the innovative work of 
some clever and determined people in the 
East whose labours and ambitions were 
accommodated by a British industry with 
its eyes firmly closed. By the early 1960s 
the dedicated motorcyclist could purchase 
a lovely little 305cc Honda. It was light 
weight, it came in more than one colour, 
it was nippy and manoeuvrable and best 
of all it was built with oil tightness in 
mind. The days of oil dripping on the path, 
on the riders clothes, on the shed floor 
were suddenly gone. The days of a dirty 
oily machine were suddenly gone. In short 
order the new wave of clean, innovative 
and colourful Japanese machines grabbed 
the market.

But back to where I started; a salute to 
the workhorse British single. Yes, they too 
were overrun by the new invasion. In 21st 
century New Zealand take a look around 
where old motor bikes gather and you will 
find large numbers of those sturdy and 
tough singles. And what’s more many of 
them have been in constant use since the 
day they left the factory. Perhaps, more 
accurately, I should say that the collection 
of parts that now make up the machine 
has been in constant use, for it is unusual 
indeed to find an old single that is still 
operating with the very same principal 
parts that it left the factory with. Talk to 

the people wandering around an old bike 
gathering and almost immediately you are 
talking to an old chap who used to own 
a 350 or a 500 way back when. Everyone’s 
father, uncle, mate had a single somewhere 
along the line. My own father talked often 
of the 350 MAC Velo he had for a few 
years after his war service. And just like 
everyone elses it was an everyday work 
horse; it suffered on rough country roads, 
it carried unusual loads, he fell off it and 
it suffered bash and breakage. But like the 
thousands of others of the breed it served 
its purpose, and we should treasure and 
value the survivors of the era that rest now 
in comfort with collectors and admirers.

They may not top the monetary value 
lists but they have surely earned their place 
in motorcycling history, and in the 
nostalgia stakes they are clear winners. bw

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels  
and other things

The Willys Overland Knight Registry 
is the world’s best source of literature on 

Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 
manufactured by the Willys organisation – 

Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 
to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the  
American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive,  
RD 11, Masterton 5871

Phone 06 377 3064  
Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NeW ZeaLaND ChapTeR
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Back at the height of the Cold 
War, the German army asked for 
a military vehicle that was light, 

fast and could go anywhere. Volkswagen 
had already merged with Audi-NSU-Auto 
Union, so the contract passed to Audi at 
Ingolstadt. Treser slipped the transmission 
from the military Iltis into an Audi 80 
coupe, and the Quattro was born. Just the 
thing for the ski-set, and European winter 
driving.

At the same time Audi’s publicity 
people assessed rallying as the growing 
sport, “dear to the hearts of millions, with 
the heroes accessible, a nice sort of person, 
not arrogant play-actors who will let no 
one near.” 

The marriage of motorsport and total-
traction was not one made in heaven. 
Bugatti, Miller, Porsche and Lotus had 
found that out. A world rally driver’s 
championship was initiated in 1979. 
Pace-setting Hannu Mikkola mostly rallied 
Ford Escorts, but also large Mercedes 
500SLs which seemed to be struggling – 
no doubt to Audi’s satisfaction. Audi asked 
Mikkola’s opinion of the Quattro. ‘When 

you rally that car, I will drive it.’ So Audi 
were convinced they could make a four-
wheel-drive rally winner, in spite of the 
unhappy experiences of other construc-
tors.

SCOOP
Audi’s second scoop was signing a 

little known French woman, Michelle 
Mouton, as second driver. Success did not 
come easily to a new team with a highly 
complex car. Snow helped Mikkola win in 
Sweden, but it was not till October 1981 
that Mouton showed what she and the car 
could do, winning on gravel and seal in 
Italy by over three minutes.

Bad fortune plagued Mikkola. So in 
1982 Audi arrived in New Zealand 
fighting for a world championship that had 
everything: tradition verses innovation, a 
French woman verses a German man - 
Walter Rohrl in an Opel.

 Mouton had just reclaimed the lead 
when an oil-line worth a couple of dollars 
failed. Her title hopes drained into the 
dust of Turakina road. Rohrl himself 
looked as drained as Mouton’s engine, for a 

NEW ZEALAND’S MOST  
HISTORIC CAR?

Which is New Zealand’s most historic car?

The oldest? A New Zealand first perhaps, 
but no special significance on the world 
stage.

The most useful? A service car that opened 
up our rural areas and changed society? 
But the history is in the function, not the 
individual car itself.

Kiwi innovation? Say the Lycoming Special, 
or Terry Roycroft’s amphibious Sealander? 
The Lycoming never won a significant 
international race, while amphibious vehicles 
can scarcely be more than a tributary to 
main-stream motoring.

Even victory in world level motorsport is 
hardly enough. The ex- Hulme McLaren 
has world credentials, but no significant 
competition history in this country. And 
shouldn’t competition motoring contribute 
to the evolution of the road going car?

The Vintage Car Club accepts works 
competition cars that are no longer in 
current competition. Keep that in mind, 
if you are surprised to find this car in the 
pages of Beaded Wheels.

Allan Wills’ Audi Quattro ticks all the boxes 
as our most historic car; a very original 
works car, driven by at least three factory 
drivers in rallying’s most charismatic team 
of its time.

Crazy Time

“Looking back, you could say it was a 
crazy time, but the more crazy, the more 
enjoyable,” quips Walter Rohrl, the one 
team driver who didn’t rally this particular 
example.

This car, R55, won a world championship 
rally, it secured the driver’s World 
Championship for Stig Blomqvist, and the 
makers title for Audi. It competed three 
times in our own New Zealand world 
rally and went on to have a career in New 
Zealand rallying. It was a winner in classic 
racing.

On the wider scene, the Quattro lifted 
four-wheel drive from muddy paddocks 
and the status of a good idea to become 
an accepted road-car option and the 
normal rally-car configuration to this day. 

Audi’s Quattro would not have succeeded 
without other significant development, 
notably in turbocharging and light-weight 
materials. This total package re-established 
the long neglected marque of Audi as 
fashion leader.

New Zealand’s most historic car? 

It all began when Walter Treser, a serious German engineer, took his 

company chairman for a drive. The chief had no idea what he was in until 

Treser tricked him into driving up a wet grassy slope.

Audi Quattro A2

BEHIND THE WHEEL

KIWI. Malcolm Stewart going strongly at Maramarua just before an ‘off” ended his 1986 Rally NZ.
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much delayed Mikkola had clawed back an 
amazing one and three-quarter minutes on 
that single stage. Mikkola’s Audi in turn, 
failed next day.

CHAMPION 
When the eyes of the world returned to 

New Zealand a year later, there was a new 
face in the Audi team. Stig Blomqvist, a 
loyal silent man, long devoted to improving 
Saab cars and thus doing only a few world 
rallies each year. Alas, Blomqvist had been 
accepted by the organisers after entries 
closed, and so was excluded – on protest 
from Lancia. 

Thus with champion-designate Mikkola 
again in early strife, it again fell to 
Mouton. She built a five minute lead and 
was in cruise mode on the final leg when 
a connecting rod failed, handing victory to 
Rohrl’s Lancia.

1984
Audi further strengthened their team by 

signing Rohrl. He won first time out, but 
did not immediately take to the car. “Every 
other corner goes wrong. Before I drove 

a rally of 5,000 km and only two corners 
went wrong. I am going to have to practice 
a lot.”

The game-plan was to reward the loyal 
Blomqvist with a shot at the world title 
while Rohrl took on the development of a 
shorter more powerful sport version. In the 
interim, a final batch of the developed long 
Quattro was completed, including number 
R55, registered IN YD 29, the subject of 
this article.

Our Quattro appeared in Portugal, 
where Blomqvist uncharacteristically 
shunted it, before setting himself on track 
for the world title with a win in Greece. 
Blomqvist won again in New Zealand. 
Mikkola came as a back-up with R55, 
surviving a roll that cost twelve minutes, 
dropping it to third place.

MALCOLM STEWART
Dannevirke farmer and rally regular, 

Malcolm Stewart was attracted by the idea 
of something more potent than his Ford 
Escort, and got Lindsay McCutcheon to 
check a deal in Germany. There was no 

sponsorship, Stewart paying his way from 
day-one. 

The Audi was something new for New 
Zealand national events. At Ashley Forest 
rally sprint, it dug large holes at the starting 
line, and totally destroyed the timing switch 
traditionally placed under a front wheel. 
Only a piece of wire remained!

In Southland, Stewart learned a lot at 
his first full Audi rally. With hard Safari 
tyres – as supplied – and icy conditions, 
victory went to Possum Bourne’s Subaru, 
a 4WD first in NZ National rallying. The 
1985 World Championship Rally of New 
Zealand saw Stewart more at home with his 
Quattro. Now on works rubber, he finished 
first Kiwi, behind two works Peugeots and 
the two new works short Sport Quattros.

Many people thought the Stewart 
team was decidedly rash in rallying such 
a complex car. By the time R55 appeared, 
reliability was as good as the next car, 
though transmissions were always a worry. 
Familiarity brought confidence; Malcolm’s 
men actually changing a gearbox in 38 
minutes during a service halt. Malcolm and 
long term co-driver Doug Parkhill found it 

Words Scott Thomson with Allan Wills  
Photos Kevin Ball, D and S Thomson.

Audi Quattro A2

KIWI. Malcolm Stewart going strongly at Maramarua just before an ‘off” ended his 1986 Rally NZ.

REUNION. Sue Stewart and Doug Parkhill feature at Rally Wairarapa, 2010. Paint job commerates R55s 
most famous victory – Acropolis Rally in Greece.

OFFICE. Boost and fuel pressure above speedo on left. Rev counter and yellow “idiot light” visible inside 
steering wheel. Heavy left foot brace plate and engineering round the gear-shift add to the funcitonal 
brutality of the workplace.
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a good car to run, though hard on tyres – 
when one punctured, the tread came off.

These were heady days for rallying, but 
by mid 1986 a series of accidents overseas 
signalled the end of the frantically powerful 
Group B cars. Our Audi’s third Rally NZ 
ended against a bank. World rallying 
adopted the less powerful Group A rules, 
but before New Zealand’s domestic series 
followed, the Dannevirke team had several 
successes, perhaps the most notable win 
being the two day Rally of the South.

Quattro R55 continued to appear 
occasionally, dominating a Queenstown 
street race, for example. In regional rallies it 
was sometimes driven by Brian Green, but 
the car was now a piece of history – and an 
expensive one to run.

Fortunately, Malcolm Stewart retained 
the Quattro, for most examples were sold 
off to rally-cross drivers and simply disin-
tegrated. More than twenty years on, 
restoration got under way, and the Stewart 
family parted with their treasure, keeping 
it in New Zealand with experienced rally 
driver and museum organiser, Allan Wills, 
of Oamaru.

IMPRESSIONS
“Presence”, to quote Allan Wills, amply 

describes the old warrior, gleaming in the 
livery it wore in Greece.

It’s not a pretty car, standing very firm 
on its wheels and looking ready to crush 
all opposition and most road surfaces. As 
competition cars go, it’s big.

I lay a respectful hand on the driver’s 
door. The mighty have sat here; Blomqvist, 
Mikkola, Mouton. Respectful too, because 
construction feels like a mix of battle-
tank and Airfix kit. I don’t want to break 
something! The door feels flimsy, Kevlar 
panel, plastic handle, and inside a thin 
cloth strip pulls it gently closed. A length of 
bare wire will let me out again.

The way to the throne is over the massive 
fully stressed tubular aluminium roll-cage 
which comes from right aft and continues 
beyond my feet into the crowded engine bay. 
Matter, the safety company responsible for 
body shells of works Audi rally cars, have 
put their stamps all over the car, even on the 
sun-visors. The rollcage, dated 1983 provides 
the main strength and may be considered 
the chassis for traditionalists like me. The 
very thin steel roof shell was welded around 
it, with Kevlar for bonnet, mudguards, boot 
lid, wheel-arches and doors. 

The seat grips my hips tightly. There 
is little headroom and I wonder how I 
would get on with a crash helmet. There’s 
a bag for helmets, headsets, and all the rally 
car clutter. Harness straps are everywhere. 

There’s a good deep door pocket on the 
navigator’s side for route book, pace notes 
and the little pads Fabrizia Pons’ still uses 
for notes to the service crew of things she 
wants done at the next halt.

Hands rested on the thick steering 
wheel, I sit fairly far back from the screen, 
with a good wide view over the flat bonnet, 
secured by rally clips. The rear view is 
rotten, which must be quite an issue on 
road sections with this left hand drive car.

The workbench looks busy, with the eye 
line priority gauges (from the left) being 
boost, fuel pressure, oil pressure, rpm, and 
oil temp. The idiot light is high on the 
dash between the crew, warning of any 
potential engine damaging condition: 
pressure, temperature, or over-boost. 
Speedo, switches and starter are at a lower 
level and there is all the usual rally-car 
clutter of radio, two big extinguishers, fuses 
and Halda rally computer. Pedals are in the 
conventional position. Remember this car 
would be driven in anger with either-foot 
braking. Power against brakes was normal, 
and there is a snatch switch on the gear 
lever for an electric clutch.

Clutch travel is fairly short. The gears 
go in with a very positive klunk. The 
handbrake has a little lock that turns 90 
degrees to hold.

STARTING
All that is for Allan to demonstrate. He 

has only 50 kilometres up after an engine 
rebuild, incorporating the last original 
alloy cylinder block! 

Allan winds and winds and winds the 
starter till 2 bar oil pressure comes up. Then 
he flicks the fuel pumps on, cracks the 
throttle pedal a couple of millimetres and 
all five cylinders struggle into lumpy life. 

It’s a long sit with 1,000/1,500 revs on the 
clock as cold oil chases up from the oil tank 
in the boot to the dry sump and back again 
along those lines that cost Mouton the 
world title in 1982. Any more revs, and cold 
oil pressure will blow the seals on the filter.

I’m in for a rough ride at street speeds, 
and a noisy one. There are no rubber seals 
to the sub-frame and I can’t help thinking 
this will be quite tiring and hot in a long 
rally. At legal highway speeds, the ride 
smoothes a little. Power assisted steering is 
of course vital. Allan suggests it’s the car 
as a whole, rather than the steering, that 
transmits road feel.

PERFORMANCE
It may come as a surprise to readers that 

the Quattro was not particularly fast, either 
as rally cars go, or in ultimate speed. Autocar 
tested Mikkola’s British Championship car 
in September 1982 and found it no faster 
than the contemporary Escort or Chevette 
rivals. The turbo-charged Audi was more 
powerful, but almost one third heavier. 
Power was substantially increased till our 
car was giving 360 bhp. Engine size was 
fractionally reduced to slip into a lower 
weight limit category, but the slimming 
target was never quite reached.

I remember Neil Allport’s slim Mazda 
RX7 walking away from the Quattro on 
very fast stages along the Twizel power 
canals. The Audi was on the limiter, just 
over 200 km/h, the Mazda hitting perhaps 
220.

“Allport can have it,” grunted Malcolm 
Stewart, and hefted a handy rock in the 
general direction of Mt Cook.

Some time later, Brian Green put a rod 
through the side and a works rebuild found 
another 60 horses: 420 in total.

Audi logo
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Nor is the Quattro agile. I was amazed 
how much lock Allan had to wind to turn 
at a wide intersection – in fact he had to 
reverse. The weight is where it looks to be 
– 55% on the front wheels, even with the 
later and now irreplaceable alloy block that 
saves 25 kg. It’s an understeerer, explaining 
Walter Rohrl’s sports psychology quip that 
that Mouton’s cornering lines were ‘like a 
tourist’. 

Stig Blomqvist, used to long front wheel 
drive Saab turbos, liked to get the corner 
over well in advance. Vintage Stig was to 
arrive at the corner totally sideways with 
the car pointed in the direction it had to 
go next. The power went on as the apex 
was reached and the Audi clawed its way 
out under full power in a straight line after 
a touch of opposite lock to scrub off the 
residual forward movement. Stig’s style not 
only coped with the understeering charac-
teristics, but held the turbo on boost, turbo 
lag on a trailing throttle being quite a 
factor back then.

So what made the Quattro a winner?
Firstly, massive torque. 
It comes in when a rather lumpy and 

dead engine gets to 3,500 rpm – and then 
WHAM! I got a mere hint when Allan went 
to about 4,500. He in turn got the message 
from Mouton at the International Otago 
Classic Rally in 2008. With her former co 
driver, Fabrizia Pons, it was first time in a 
Quattro for over 20 years. The two middle-
aged women chatted happily of this and 
that, till Mouton got the start signal. She 
went flat up to 8,000 revs and just dropped 
the clutch. Once a works driver…

Mouton not only blitzed the competitive 
classic field, but was third fastest overall 
among contemporary cars racing for the 
New Zealand title! Allan set the rev limiter 
to 5,000 for our drive, but will run to 6,500 
for demonstrations soon.

Secondly, the Quattro has total traction.
Mikkola calls it three-wheel-drive. 

“When we used a limited slip in the front 
we could not get the car to handle properly, 
so we left the front axle free-running. We 
had a locked diff in the middle.” between 
front and rear. On snow or gravel, the edge 
was revolutionary. 

Thanks to the Stewart family and Allan 
Wills, the Quattro is due to remain in 
New Zealand, domiciled in Oamaru’s auto 
collection and demonstrated from time to 
time. 

New Zealand has seen some great motor-
sport. R55 is our link with the pinnacle 
days of Rally New Zealand. Things 
happening just past your mail box really 
were significant on the world stage. bw

26 years later he gave it to Allan Wills – still with 
a bit of Audi yellow tape!

Bjorn Cederberg navigated Stig Blomqvist to the 
1984 World Championship.

Still smiling. Hannu Mikkola with team manager 
Roland Gumpert after R55 had rolled and been 
patched with yellow rally tape. They progressively 
tidied the car, including a new door number.

Scott Thomson helped the tidy Finn and took care of 
the old number
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Many of you will remember the late 
Doug and Maisie Ridder who drove many 
miles in their 1909 Renault AX Voiturette, 
at that time based in Christchurch. I’m 
pleased to report that the Renault has 
made an appearance at the recent Pride 
and Passion Motor Show in Levin. The 
car is in the safe keeping of Doug and 
Maisie’s son, Peter. A real family heirloom 
having been owned by the Ridder family 
since 1926. The vehicle was written off 
after a collision with a motorcycle in 1936. 
It languished under a large pine tree until 
1950 when it was hurriedly tacked and 
welded together and given a blue spray 
coat of paint over pine needles and grime 
to allow it to take part in Christchurch 
City’s Centennial Parade in December 
1950. Out of respect for the faithful little 
car it was elevated to the shelter of an open 
fronted shed for the next 12 years until 
it came into Doug’s possession. He then 
completely dismantled it, labelling all the 
parts before hanging them on nails about 
the ceiling and walls of an open workshop. 

Early in 1978 a decision was made to 
have the old car readied for the road once 
more to take part in the 1980 International 
Rally held in Rotorua. Doug, helped by the 
late Trevor Witte, completed the restora-
tion with one day to spare. Some vexing 
problems had to be overcome during the 
first few days of the rally but since then it 
has performed admirably. 

One of the most memorable trips under-
taken was the 5,000km journey from Bluff 
to Cape Reinga in 1985 to celebrate 100 
years of the motorcar in New Zealand.

In February 2009 the Ridder family held 
a special celebration to honour 100 years 
for their vehicle. During Peter’s address he 
enlightened those present with the reason 
that Louis Renault produced such a vehicle 
and that he wanted the family to be able to 
leave on a picnic in the French countryside 
in the morning and return home before 
dark without needing a mechanic along 
as a co-driver or having to crawl beneath 
the car during the trip. The fact that the 
particular model remained unchanged for 
over 10 years suggests he succeeded.

I’ve recently been on the Canterbury 
Branch Annual Veteran Rally and was 

delighted to see Thomas Palmer chauf-
feuring his grandfather, John, in the 1912 
Unic ex-Ballantyne Bros truck. Thomas is 
the third generation of the Palmer family 
to drive this truck. Grandfather John has 
enjoyed 57 years of continuous member-
ship of the Vintage Car Club and is very 
proud to have his two sons, James and 
Tim and now Thomas keen to continue 
in his footsteps. Also on the run and out 
for the first time was Gary Arps puttering 
along on his newly restored 1917 Merkel 
bike. Good to see Selwyn Wright enjoying 
the ex-Dunedin Bob Cook 1916 Dodge 
motoring along well. On the Banks 
Peninsula Veteran Rally the Palmers went 
one better and had all three generations 
present. Warner Mauger was also out in the 
1914 Cadillac roadster with his grandson, 
another Thomas, in the pilot’s seat. 

Arthur Bennett from Dunedin would 
like some information about a 1909 Itala 
that was owned by the late Harry Lemon 
of Westport in the late ’40s early ’50s. The 
car was used on street parades that were 
prevalent in the early post war era. Harry 
who left it out in all weathers was not 
bothered by restoring the car saying, “It’ll 
do another parade.” It’s believed to have 
been sold to someone in Nelson in the mid 
50s. If you have any info let us know.

Proof that if you wait long enough 
eventually all questions will be answered. 
Those of you with memories that stretch 
further back than mine may recall about 
10 years ago a photo was printed in Beaded 
Wheels, (the one with the Auckland 
Branch Renault Charabanc on the cover), 
seeking information. Bob Woodford of 
Dunedin approached me recently to solve 
the mystery. He is certain that the radiator 
he has is exactly the same and is a Rollert. 
I can’t find a reference to Rollert Cars, can 
someone else come up with an answer? 

Ron Irwin from Southland has more 
time for the restoration of his 1911 Cadillac 
since he’s leased out most of his farm. The 
chassis and running gear are done. 

Brian Newbery is working steadily away 
on his Veteran Little project. He now has 
all the bits except a radiator badge after 
getting the chassis from Australia. 

I unfortunately must finish on a sad 
note. A friend and fellow Veteran motorist, 
Neil McMillan, has passed away. Neil, Pam 
and the 1911 Vulcan will be fondly remem-
bered by fellow Club members throughout 
the country. 

Thanks to Gary Arps for his Motor 
Wheel story.

Diane Ross 
38 Keenans Road 
RD 2, Ashburton 
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

Left: In Christchurch Centennial Procession 1950. 

Above: 1909 Itala formerly owned by Harry 
Lemon. Below: Rollert radiator.

Right: Renault today spirit détente beneath 
the Tricolour and the Union Jack.



 Beaded Wheels 39

The neat old engine was easily identi-
fied, with Merkel Motor Wheel clearly 
showing on the crank case. What was 
on offer was the basic engine; crankcase, 
barrel etc. with a crankshaft that turned. 
All in good order, but obviously a lot of 
parts were missing. Lots of questions, 
starting with “what on earth is a Merkel 
Motor Wheel?” I was aware of the Flying 
Merkel motorcycles, but had no idea if this 
was related in any way.

Trying to be a bit sensible, I decided to 
take the vendors phone number, and what 
information was on the engine, to investi-
gate further.

I could find no reference to the Motor 
Wheel in any of my books, and I have a 
few. Next stop was the VCC Canterbury 
Branch library at Cutler Park. I found a 
set of books from about 1920, with a short 
article, and three illustrations; left and 
right views, and a cross section through 
the motor.

I now knew what the motor was, simply 
a motor attachment for a bicycle, so there 
would be no problem finding a frame, just 
an old bike. Surely I could make it work, 
the metalwork looked complicated, but 
makeable. I had a lot to learn.

The following week I phoned the owner, 
and arranged to go down to Ashburton to 
purchase my new toy.

I figured that it was unlikely that this 
was the only unit in New Zealand, so 
started searching for information and 
parts. I found out about another motor, 
also incomplete, near Levin, and on a trip 
north went and introduced myself to Ted 

and talked Merkels. Over the next few 
years, I called on Ted each time I went 
north. This proved a wee bit frustrating, as 
Ted was in the early stages of Alzheimer’s, 
and I had to start again from scratch on 
each visit. I left my name and phone 
number tied onto his motor for when the 
time came to sell, as he had said that he 
would not build it himself. The bottom line 
was that this motor was not to be mine, 
another enthusiast made an offer that was 
accepted. Life can be funny sometimes. I 
have always maintained that if you know 
of two, there will be two more that you 
don’t know about, so I kept on looking.

Joe Merkel must have been a busy man, 
his name is associated with a number of 
early motorcycle makes, including Light, 
Merkel-Light, Miami, Flying Merkel, 
Cleveland, Cyclemotor, and of course, 
the Merkel Motor Wheel. Joe Merkel was 
born in Manistee, Michigan, in 1872. At 
14 years of age, he was working with a 
logging railway. Learning machining 
along with general repair work, created 
an interest in learning more, and he 
enrolled at Michigan Agricultural College 
(now Michigan State University), to study 
mechanical engineering. After a spell with 
the E P Allis Co, (later Allis Chalmers) 
Joe opened his own business manufac-
turing bicycle parts. By 1901 Joe was 
fitting motors to bicycles. The motor was 
mounted on the front frame tube, with the 
usual belt drive. An unusual feature was 
the exhaust, using the frame tubes; down 
the front tube and up the seat tube, exiting 
through drilled holes below the seat. The 

Merkel was one of the first to use single 
lever control, with the exhaust valve lifter, 
and ignition timing both operated from 
the same lever. Carburettors of this period 
did not have throttle control, and engine 
speed was controlled by ignition timing.

The most famous of Joe Merkel’s designs 
was the Flying Merkel made around 
1909-1915. These were a range of singles 
and V twins, which showed a lot of innova-
tion, sprung frames, using a spring below 
the seat, a system later used by Vincent, 
then Yamaha, then everybody. Front forks 
looked like a conventional girder, but were 
telescopic in principle. These were the hot 
item for racers through the next decade. 
Some models had an early attempt at 
electric start, but battery technology had 
not yet made this a successful idea. Most 
of the Merkel companies appeared to have 
good designs and products for the times, 
but all seemed to run into financial hard 
times. Possibly a case of a brilliant designer/
engineer, but not such a good businessman. 
As each company failed, another arose. For 
re-organised, read new investors.

After parting from Flying Merkel, 
Joe went on to design the Merkel Motor 
Wheel. Announced at the Cycle Trades 
Association convention in Atlantic City,  
on 4 December 1916. The wheel was sold 
as a kit to convert your bicycle to a motor-
cycle for $80. The Motor Wheel was a four 
stroke, overhead valve unit with 2½" bore 
and stroke. Just under 10 cubic inches, or 
about 200cc. The overall design was very 
neat and compact, and very clever in the 
way it was put together. The camshaft 

1917 MERKEL 
MOTOR WHEEL 
Words and photos by Gary Arps

It all started in 1994 at the Ashburton Branch Swap Meet. 

I was minding my site as usual, when a couple of friends 

told me of ‘a neat old engine’ further back in the paddock. 

Curious, as usual, I sneaked out to have a look.

Right: Renault today spirit détente beneath 
the Tricolour and the Union Jack.



operated at quarter speed, with two lobes for each valve, and a gear 
on the end of the shaft drove the wheel. The overhung crankshaft 
extended right through the wheel hub, to carry a flywheel magneto 
on the other side of the wheel. This first generation flywheel mag 
was to cause much grief during restoration. It was claimed the the 
motor wheel could be installed in your bicycle in 20 minutes; a 
couple of hours, more likely.

After a year and a half, the company declared bankruptcy, 
the main creditor being Hendee Manufacturing (Indian) who 
had manufactured parts on contract. In the auction of assets that 
followed, Hendee outbid Joe Merkel, and went on to modify the 
remaining motors by adding a clutch, so the rider could stop the 
bike and keep the engine running. These were sold off during 1922. 
It appears that around 2000 were sold in total, nothing like the 
5000 Merkel contracted for.

In the meantime I had found out that the missing bits were just a 
little difficult to create without more information. The Internet had 
provided several pictures, and multiple copies of early adverts, but 
nothing of any detail, and nothing about the engine internals. The 
cross section drawing from that old engineering book was the only 
internal information to appear anywhere. Luckily the drawing was 
clear enough to photo enlarge to A3 size, this helped answer some 
questions. Much later I found a link to the UK patent application 
which provided a few more drawings.

A complete wheel assembly appeared on Ebay, obviously stored 
for years, with the tyre almost rotting off it. I got real keen until the 
price went way past what I was prepared, or able, to spend. At least I 
saved the photos. After about 12 years, I consulted Dr Google again 
on a dead telly night, typed in “Merkel Motor Wheel” as I had done 
many times, and linked straight through to Ebay where an incom-
plete motor was for sale. This motor had magneto, carburettor, and 
hub, all parts I needed. The unit had just been listed, so I had a week 
or so to wait, I decided not to show my hand, just watch and wait 
and see what happened. I loaded an auto bid for all I was prepared to 
spend, and pushed the go button right on the last minute of bidding. 
The computer sort of went mad, with messages to and fro, but two 
minutes later it was confirmed, I had won, and better, it did not go 
to the limit.

Next problem was to get the motor home from Pennsylvania.
As the motor looked a bit large for the post, I checked with a 

friend who regularly sources parts from the USA, for suggestions. 
I was in luck, Eddie had a container being packed in the US, and 
if we could get the motor to California in two weeks, it could be 
included. Just had to make sure all the paperwork was up to the 
mark for customs clearance etc. Everything went according to plan, 
and on the first working day of 2008, I got the call, my box had 
arrived.

I now had two incomplete motors, so the next step was to build 
one unit up as a sort of stock take of what I did or did not have. 
Items missing were the hub internals, ignition coil, breaker points 
and condenser. This was still only the bare motor unit, but the 
whole project now looked much more achievable. What next?

If I could adapt some contact breaker points for the ignition, 
it might be possible to make the engine run. I found a cam on 

the inside of the magneto flywheel, located top dead centre, and 
worked out where the contact set should approximately sit on the 
back plate. Then with a stack of ignition parts catalogues, I tried 
to find something that looked adaptable. I had no idea what the 
original would have looked like. Nearest thing I could find was back 
to front, so I cut it apart, shuffled the pieces around, and welded 
it back together. I then created a mounting plate for the contacts 
and a suitable condenser. A fiddly and time consuming job for 
something so small, but now I had something that might work.

A piece of steel girder was adapted as an engine mount, a 12 volt 
car coil and battery connected up, engine filled with oil, and some 
petrol for the carburettor, so would it run?

With a socket attached to the chuck of a ½ inch drill I was able 
to drive the motor by the magneto flywheel nut. A bit of messing 
around with carb settings, and it ran! Not well, but running is 
running. The garage was full of noise, smoke and smiles. It was 
time to make the Merkel happen. The first problem was the hub 
internals. This is a bicycle style back pedal brake, made by Eclipse, 
where a stack of metal plates is used for the brake, a bit like a clutch 
in its action. The plates were missing, as was a large “nut” that fitted 
over the sprocket carrier on a coarse three start thread, similar to a 
starter bendix drive. So off to see a couple of club members, Barry 
and Don, in search of suggestions or advice. After getting their 
heads around the problem, and a bit of discussion, Barry said to 
leave it with him. I think the challenge was the thing. A few days 
later, the job was done. The brake plates were a lot easier, a simple 
laser cutting job. A period picture of the Motor Wheel assembly was 
photo enlarged to actual size, and used as a pattern for the curves 
on the engine support frame, more laser cutting. All of the frame, 
bracketry, the tank, and all sorts of little bits had to be made from 
the details in old fuzzy pictures. The throttle control lever assembly 
was a challenge, it used a chain around the drum to pull a wire. I 
had a picture, which I enlarged to near enough actual size, then 
scaled from the handlebar diameter to get measurements. A dozen 
or so small parts took a lot of time, but I am very pleased with 
the finished assembly. Engine bearings were easy, being modern, 
standard, metric sized ball races.

Reading many early accounts of Vintage motoring, it becomes 
obvious very quickly that valves were a real problem way back then, 
with many riders carrying spares to fit on the side of the road. The 
materials of the day were just not up to the job, so I opted to get new 
valves made. While talking to George about valves, I checked on my 
options about what to do with the old cast iron piston. With a bit of 
thinking, and consultation in a few books, it turned out that Ford 10 
was just about right for the job, and much lighter, an advantage in a 
motor that isn’t really balanced. Rather than bore the cylinder, it was 
decided to size a piston to suit. While waiting for the machine work, 
it was time to look at the magneto. Flyweel magnetos originated in 
1914 when Johnson set a team to work to build a better ignition for 
their outboard motors. Like most people, I thought a flywheel mag 
was a flywheel mag. Wrong! Over the years there have been many 
subtle changes to the way these things are designed and work. My 
magneto comprised a back plate with my home made contact points, 
an original lighting coil, and a gap where the ignition coil should be. 
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The aluminium flywheel carried four steel magnets butted up to each 
other and riveted in place. Any magnetism had long gone. Rather 
than start completely from scratch, I investigated the possibility of 
adapting a coil from another motor. The best option appeared to be 
a chainsaw coil mounted on new laminations. A suitable coil was 
located, and laminations designed, and a great stack was cut from 
.5mm steel, another job for the profile cutting man. Once the coil 
had been assembled and mounted on the back plate, the plate was 
attached to my wee lathe, and with some nasty lash ups, managed 
to face off the coil with an electric die grinder, slow, but it worked. 
Then the magnets were removed from the flywheel and magnetised 
in a north/south pattern that looked logical. They were then fitted 
back to the flywheel for a trial run. With just a bare crankcase and 
crankshaft, it was possible to assemble the magneto, and spin it with 
an electric drill on the flywheel nut. Nothing, zilch. Tried attaching 
a 3w bulb to the coil primary, and still nothing; obviously a funda-
mental error somewhere. Time to chase up some old work colleagues 
for some serious discussions. All agreed that it should work but why 
it didn’t was baffling. After much discussion I tried assembling two 
of the magnets backwards, north to north and south to south, which 
sort of defies logic, but it made sparks. And the magnets quickly lost 
magnetism. By this time I had invested many hours into an ignition 
system that still was not “there”, so I decided to go to plan B, and a 
simple battery / coil system, using the existing magneto contacts and 
condensor, with an external coil and battery. Meanwhile an old style 
heavy duty cycle frame was renovated with paint, lots of nickel plate, 
and some very old Victor decals from the long gone Baker Cycles. 
One deviation from all the old pictures was the addition of a cycle 
type hub brake to the front wheel in the interest of self preservation.

The whole lot came together in October 2010, and after a few 
cautious trips around the block, trying to find the best settings 
for everything, I decided to enter the Canterbury Branch Annual 
Veteran Rally. With no clutch or engine disengagement, every stop 
becomes a challenge. Most times I got it right and the Motor Wheel 
popped along happily at 12-15 miles per hour, giving me plenty 
of time to survey the world around me. When I got the starting 
procedure wrong, I got hot and bothered very quickly, proving how 
unfit I am! Forty miles was some proving run, and still going, but I 
was definitely glad to get off that old cycle seat.

How something so small turned into the toughest project I have 
attempted is hard to credit, but I am sure my previous car and motor-
cycle projects were far simpler in almost every respect. With all the 
research I did over the years, I followed up every lead that appeared, 
and was never able to make contact with another owner, so I was 
very much on my own. That said, the many people I contacted for 
help and advice, and those that made bits that were beyond my 
skills, all took a real interest in the project, and their help has been 
huge. Thanks everybody, I really appreciate your help.

The bottom line is that the challenge has been worth it, and the 
number of Merkel Motor Wheels that are actually in running order 
may now have passed half a dozen. I am certainly not likely to park 
next to another. bw
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RALLY UPDATEVCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540 info@rally2012.co.nz

Standard
̋NŌ MurI PūkeNga kŌ Mua PūaWaI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

Final Dinner
The final rally day is 26 January 2012 

and the presentation of prizes, closing and 
final dinner being on that Thursday night. 
This allows people to leave on the Friday 
morning to travel home or commence 
the private tours that a few members are 
contemplating.

Wobbly Wheel
The fourth issue of Wobbly Wheel is 

out and so visit the website and read 
the lastest news and views as gathered 
by Winton Cleal and Ruth Finlay. VCC 
branches have been sent this direct. If 
you not able to access the website then 
ask your Branch Secretary for a copy of 
Wobbly Wheel to read.

RALLY DATES 

Monday 16 January -  
Friday 27 January 2012

Camping Ground
I had optimistically hoped that we 

could announce the contact details for the 
camping ground in this edition of Beaded 
Wheels. However not yet. A contract 
has been prepared between Wanganui 
High School and the Secretary of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc and sent 
to Christchurch for signing and once 
this is completed a copy will be attached 
to our resource consent application for 
forwarding to Council for consideration.

We have had many questions re the 
camping ground and the hire of caravans. 
Once final details are available we will 
print them in Wobbly Wheel and on our 
main website so that people can finalise 
camping arrangements.

With caravans we will publish a list of 
hire companies for caravans in the next 
issue of Wobbly Wheel for you to consider. 
As an organising group we do not wish too 
get into the hire business as it becomes all 
to time consuming.

Help Line
Remember if in doubt please ring for 

clarification 0800 822 7255.

Registrations
Our online registrations have now 

commenced and this is being monitored 
by the Treasurer Neil Farrer with great 
success. International entries are 
confirmed from the United Kingdom, 
Australia, Canada and United States of 
America so far.

It is also interesting to note that all 
entries are 50-50 competitive to non 
competitive. 

Model T Assembly Races.
Through Wobbly Wheel we have asked 

for branches to consider putting together 
the bones of a Model T to be used during 
the open day at the Rally. We wish to 
have races at putting together a basic 
Model T and then driving them over a 
finishing line. Teams will consist of five 
members. All details of what we require 
are in the latest edition of Wobbly Wheel. 
Can you help? For further information you 
can contact Gavin Harris at 06 8444 267 
or gavinharris@xtra.co.nz 

 Bruce Hutton qsm

 Rally Director

The address bar of your internet browser is at 
the top of the screen and if you use Internet 
Explorer the page will look similar to this.

To find the VCC Rally 2012 website 
type the website address into the address 
bar of the internet browser on your 
computer. www.vccrally2012.co.nz



Firstly the relevant facts. In the early 
nineties I decided to add something 
different to my Indian and Harley-

Davidson collection (all large capacity V 
twins). A late model Indian 4 seemed a 
good idea. Well of course that’s easier said 
than done, as anybody else who has had 
the same thought will know. After blitzing 
New Zealand by hunting through newspa-
pers and magazines (perhaps some readers 
may still remember them), I unearthed a 
neat little, original export edition Indian 
Rider’s Instruction Book circa 1928 which 
covered the Prince single, Scout and Chief 
twins and the 401 Four, but alas no motor-
cycles.

In late 1999 I rang Jim Parker Indian 
in Melbourne Australia to see if he could 
locate a Four, and within two weeks Jim 
had found a 1931 Series 402 for sale. The 
402s were the last of the fours to use the 
old 101 Scout style tank between the top 
frame tubes, had shorter forks compared to 
later models but with the improved duplex 
frame and stronger five bearing crankshaft. 

Fast forward almost eight years to 
Queen’s Birthday 2007. I casually rang 
Jim to say gidday mate when he, just as 
casually, asked me if I knew something. I 
pleaded not guilty to the question and he 
informed me that on the previous Friday, 
three days before I called, a customer 
had brought in a bike with two instruc-
tions: get it going and sell it. The bike in 
question was a 1940 Model 440 with the 
optional magneto fitted. The Model 440 
was the last four that Indian developed 
and featured such innovations as plunger 

rear suspension and those flamboyant full 
valanced fenders or as they are called in 
the USA skirted fenders. The 440 also 
inherited the handsome 40hp ioe engine 
which was developed for the Model 438 
after the ill-fated Model 436 and 437 
‘upside down’ eoi engine was discontinued. 

All Indian Four engines were of 77 
cubic inches or 1265cc. After the intro-
duction of the five bearing crankshaft 
on the 1929 series 402 which proved to 
be trouble free, Indian tended to modify 
the upper section of the four motor to 
create more power, but with the in-line 
configuration of the motor and the ever 
increasing demand for more speed, the 
upper cylinder cooling was being pushed 
to the limit. With most literature showing 
the later Four’s top speed to be around the 
100mph level I know that I will never be 
attempting anything as rash as that. The 
big Fours are about smoothness and stylish 
cruising and that’s also how I view my 
other bikes as well.

With most of the world already at war, 
the expensive, poor selling Four (estimated 
at around 8% of annual Indian produc-
tion) wasn’t destined to go far once the 
USA became embroiled in WWII and 
by late 1941, perhaps early 1942, Indian 
had ceased production of the Fours. A 
few Fours remain with the 1942 engine 
prefix of DDB. The skirted fender Fours 
are highly sought after and very collectable 
today with only the occasional one or two 
a year up for sale. Expect to pay a large 
sum if you desire one. In most years Indian 
Four production only numbered in the 

hundreds. They were rare and expensive 
even when new and are today much more 
so.

Jim emailed some photos of the 440 and 
next day I rang back saying don’t bother 
to try and get the bike going I’ll take her 
as she is. Isn’t it strange, after waiting 15 
years one random phone call hits paydirt. 
The photos gave me a good idea of what 
to expect, a right side view showed what 
looked like alloy discs with the spark plugs 
in the middle of them. Six weeks later 
when the bike arrived I got a better look 
at what they were, small finned heat sinks 
machined out of an alloy bar. At first 
glance I thought they were a commercially 
produced after-market type accessory but 
on closer inspection they appeared to be 
individually machined on a lathe. I had 
to do a small amount of turning on my 
Myford lathe to tidy them up a bit and a 
final polish to bring them up nicely. 

Another thing seen in the photos was 
a white sticker affixed to the left front 
frame down tube. This turned out to be 
the bike’s last vehicle inspection certificate 
and approval sticker from the State of 
Indiana with the expiry date of 16 April 
1977. I covered over this sticker when 
restoring the frame as it is part of the 
bike’s history and deserves to stay there. 
Jim gave me some good advice when I 
bought the Model 402 ten years ago; keep 
something old and original on my bikes 
when restoring them – don’t restore them 
100%. It is like leaving a small taonga or 
treasure there, it is part of the bike’s mana. 
Perhaps that could be my restoration hint 

Indian 440 
Words Bob Bullock 
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Three years ago a group of us decided 
our under-used Vintage cars needed 
an airing more often, and made 

the bold decision to plan our own run to 
the Art Deco rally in Naper. As my ‘37 
Plymouth (Arthur) was taking rather a 
long time to restore, the rally gave me 
a target to aim for. With us would be 
Herbie and Chris Illingworth in their ‘36 
Ford V8 Deluxe (Tui), Stru and fancy Ley 
with their ‘38 Chev Coupe (Maria) and 
Steve and Marie Rice driving another ‘37 
Plymouth. (the Mayoral car).

Arthur’s restoration didn’t make the 
dealine but fortunately in the meantime 
Steve and Marie had bought a ‘38 Pontiac 
Midi) and leant us the Mayoral car as 
replacement. Tui cut things a bite fine as 
well. She’d yet to have carpets made and 

had just managed the trip for a WOF as a 
road test before departure from Otago to 
Christchurch.

The run to Picton was made in 
good time but Tui’s generator elected to 
cease charging at the start of day two. 
Fortunately five minutes in the capable 
hands of Darryl (a local legend on 6 volt 
systems) had Tui on the ferry with renewed 
electrics.

As South Islanders we had heard the 
Rimutaka Hill was a stiff test of a car’s 
pulling power. After going over what we  
thought was the Rimutakas and wondering 
what the fuss was about, we arrived at 
the real hill. The Mayoral car and Tui 
managed the summit in second, while 
Maria and Indi crested the rise in top gear 
with passengers hanging on.

We passed through Greytown with 
the temperature climbing to the mid ‘30s, 
stopped for icecreams at Pahiatua and of 
course an obligatory photo shoot for Tui 
outside the Tui beer factory.

What a sight Napier is at Art Deco 
weekend. It’s as if everyone has gone back 
in time travelling in Vintage cars and 
dressed in clothing of the 1920s and ‘30s. 
There are hundreds of attractions. It is a 
combination of events not to be missed 
and highlighted for Vintage car people by 
the Saturday rally.

We even figured in the prizes. Tui took 
the award for furthest travelled car, having 
made the run north from Central Otago.

 bw

Tui Tourers
Words and photos Barry Jones 

Above L-ri: Steve and Marie Rice, Herbie and 
Chris Illingworth, Struan and Nancy Ley, Barry 
and Kerry Jones

Left: Outside the Tui factory left to right Tui, Indy, 
The Mayoral car and Maria

to members. I believe that the bike had 
been off the road for the last 30 years 
prior to my purchasing it. How do I figure 
that out without knowing anything of its 
previous history?

The spark plugs were almost frozen in 
the cylinder heads and required consider-
able force to remove them. The recapped 
whitewall tyres were hard as rocks and 
I had to resort to a disc grinder to cut 
through the tyre bead to remove them 
from the rims. Then came the moment 
of truth on the first day after getting the 
bike home. The tappet clearances were 
checked, oil was still in the sump, the 
magneto still threw a spark at the freshly 
wrestled out spark plugs, petrol was poured 
into the tank which just as quickly flooded 
out of the carby bowl directly below onto 
the magneto. Quick turn the tap off!

I only needed a bowl full of gas to fire 
up the motor and hear that 4-cylinder 
purr. I wish that I could tell you that’s 
what I heard. Indeed the motor sprang 

to life willingly but the sound was more 
akin to a rapidly firing Gatling Gun which 
appeared to be emanating from the rear 
of the motor. Turn her off – where are the 
spanners?

I’m getting way ahead of myself here. 
Returning to the spark plug heat sinks. 
The copper sealing washer on the end 
of the short reach Champion J6 plug is 
removed and the plug inserted into the 
hollow finned heat sink then simply 
screwed back into the cylinder head, the 
fins protrude out just clear of the cylinder 
head fins into the airstream thus aiding 
spark plug cooling. I have never before 
seen any photos of these neat little cooling 
fins for the plugs on any other Indian 
Fours or any other motorcycles for that 
matter. Also I wonder just how effective 
they are? I will probably retain them in 
use as it’s worth a try to see if they do 
help at all. They also fit into Jim’s philos-
ophy of keeping something original on the 
bike. My question is; do any of our readers 

recall seeing anything similar to these at 
all or is it just a one-off by some thoughtful 
owner 30 plus years ago who decided to try 
something different to assist in cooling? 
The Four motors do run hot especially at 
the rear of the engine. My 402 and 440 
have both had repair modifications done 
to the number 4 cylinder components. 

The motor, frame, fork and front wheel 
of both bikes have been restored and I 
intend to leave the tanks and fenders on 
the 440 with their eye catching two tone 
paint intact, but will de-chrome a lot of 
parts. It is my intention to have the 440 
completed in time for the 2011 National 
Motorcycle Rally and to write a post resto-
ration article for Beaded Wheels. Readers 
can then find out just what was making 
that Gatling gun noise and more impor-
tantly how it was eliminated. The Indians 
are coming. bw
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Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

 Beaded Wheels 45

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST. 
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR sale
FrANkONIA ruNNING BOArD GAS GENErATOr.  
33cm height 13cm square. All brass. Mint $700. 
Phone ron Duckworth 03 435 0009   mem

1926 CHrySLEr 50 4 DOOr SEDAN.  Older 
restoration, great wedding car, new tyres, huge 
assortment spare parts. 1951 Austin A40 Devon 
Countryman, rare horizontal rear door model. 
English assembled, low mileage. 1956 Austin 
A40 Wellside truck straight, needs restoration or 
parts. registrations held. Photographs available. 
Expressions of interest sought. Ford A personalised 
plate, Consul bonnet, Zephyr windscreens, XA, 
Zodiac hubcaps, Ford y wheel complete, 1938 
Chevrolet wheels. Phone 06 357 4425  mem

1929 FOrD AA OrIGINAL CuST FIrETruCk  in 
pieces. Stored for years, has wooden wheels, 2 
speed overdrive. Timken diff, very little rust. Great 
project $3000. Phone 03 442 6116  mem

1929 PLyMOuTH SEDAN.  Partly restored. Chassis, 
brakes, kingpins, hoses, woodwork done. Needs 
some panel work. Plenty of spare parts. $5,000 
ono. Peter (Oamaru) 0800 021 350 or 0800 105079.

1931 rILEy 9 TOurEr  current WOF and reg. 
Economical motoring. A fun touring car to drive. 
Mechanically A1 $25,000. Car in Blenheim. Phone 
David 03 578 4194  mem

1952 MOrrIS MINOr CONVErTIBLE  Complete, 
some floorpan rust, spare 2 door sedan for parts plus 
other spares, 1962 Morris 1000 reg on hold spare 
doors, guards, running gear. $1200 ono Phone Geoff 
Neal 04 934 4898 or 021 169 4088  mem

1954 16M AJS  (rego on hold), many spare parts 
including complete engine. Health and age prevent 
me from kick starting. Still want to ride. Would like 
to make deal for something I can ride. Pre 1972 
(40 years), not too heavy, electric start, JAP no 
problem, consider all offers. Phone Neville 04 938 
1127  mem

1975-6 MITSuBISHI 1850 COLT  same as one in BW 
307 on page 39, Japanese Classic, rough order, 
mostly complete, easy restoration, dead rego. 
Offers over $1000. Phone Derek 027 226 0519  mem

1988 JAGuAr XJS C 2 DOOr V12 CABrIOLET  with 
5 speed, new tyres, economical, rust free, great car. 
Offers around $10,000 or swap kTM 990. Phone 
Andy 021 246 3355.

A SET OF 5 NEW LuCAS  500x24 33x4 ½ inch tyres. 
Pick up Palmerston North. $1800 for the set. Phone 
06 355 0636  mem

CAr TrAILEr HEADING SOuTH  from Wellington 
in Jan/Feb 2001 to Bluff. Part ferry costs and 
transport only wanted. Phone Geoff Neal 04 934 
4898 or 021 169 4088 mem

caRBUReTTOR Re-cOnDiTiOning — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

DiSTRiBUTOR PaRTS anD SeRVice 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish.  
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum advance Units.  
mecHanical FUel PUmPS RePaiReD.  

repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa,  
Manukau City, 2576. 

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

DRiVeSHaFTS DRiVeSHaFTS DRiVeSHaFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

HUBcaPS – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New york Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

FIAT 1911 TIPO 1. 4 CyLINDEr OPEN TOurEr.  
A complete car but unrestored. Expressions of 
interest. The car has always been garaged. Contact 
Graeme Macdonald. phone 09 524 6233.

FIrESTONE WHITEWALL TyrES  4.75-5.00 x 19” 
2¾” wide white band. Two new old stock, both for 
$590. Phone Jack 03 352 6672 Christchurch  mem

FOr SALE A PArT SHArE IN A VEry NICE VINTAGE 
CAr.  Seeking parties who may be interested in 
something a little out of the ordinary, vehicle would 
be ideal for Napier’s Art Deco weekend or long 
distance touring. Please phone 06 358 2511 for 
more details.
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ABOuT 24 INTErESTING ASSOrTED NuMBEr 
PLATES  For Sale, some sets. Offers for the lot. 
Phone Gordon Vogtherr 06 878 2448  mem

FOur NEW 30 x3.5 BEADED EDGE TyrES still in the 
wrapper approx four years old and stored in a dry 
cool place. $300 each. Phone John Pauling 021 151 
0334  jandlp@xtra.co.nz   mem

GrAHAM BrOS.  Truck – 1927, Austin Gypsy, & 
Champ – 1958 Morris Commercial truck – 1925 
Mercedes 180, 1 petrol, 1 diesel – 1955 Alexander 
Lloyd, 2 cylinder - 1960s DkW, 3 cylinder - 1960s 
Horse drawn vehicles, 2 & 4 wheels. All the vehicles 
have been in dry storage up to 40 years, and 
require restoration. For further information, contact 
Brian rankine, email: btr@actrix.co.nz or phone 06 
357 5706  mem

HOOD BOWS.  Set of 3 steam bent oak imported 
from States. 48” inside diameter unit tube iron 
work not flat steel. Phone 03 578 8418   mem

PenRiTe OilS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff,  
S.u dash pot and water pump grease.  
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VinTage engine SHORTBlOcKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VinTage WOOD PROBlemS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

ValVeS exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FOr VETErAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

PenRiTe engine cOOl anT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PiSTOnS FOR VinTage anD claSSic engineS 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   mem

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

gOT ViBRaTiOn PROBlemS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Manukau 2025, Auckland. Phone 09 278 
3888 evenings.

DECOVIA  Annual Art Deco Clothing and 
Collectables sale Saturday February 5 2010. 
10am-3pm Army Hall, off North end Marine 
Parade, Napier. Two weeks before Napier Art 
Deco Weekend. Large selection of ladies and 
gents deco, Vintage and retro clothing and 
accessories. Traders from all over the North Island.  
Spaces from $30, email decovia@gmail.com. 
Phone 06 211 0840, 027 2416 137.

VINTAgE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.

SOuTH OTAGO BrANCH VCC 

40TH anniVeRSaRy DinneR 
14 May 2011

The South Otago Branch invites all past members 
to a 40th Anniversary Dinner to be held on  

14 May 2011. For further information contact The 
Secretary, South Otago Branch VCC  
rD3 Balclutha. Phone 03426 1433.

LAurEL MOTOr COrPOrATION  16 valve B.B. 
roulf overhead conversion high dome pistons 
rings, gudgons, twin carbs, oil pump, modified 
crankshaft. Phone 06 368 3472 Levin  mem

MODEL A FOrD SHOCk ABSOrBErS.  New and 
reconditioned. We can rebuild your shock bodies. 
Some second-hand available outright (no exchange 
required). Front and rear shock arms, tubular links, 
and all parts available. Phone Jack 03 352 6672 
Christchurch  mem

SET OF AMAL JETS FOr 1929 4½  litre Bently..1928 
Chrysler 62 parts including cylinder head diff. g/box 
block. Phone/fax 03 541 8467....iws@ts.co.nz   mem

SPEEDO CLOCk  suitable for 1947 350cc Triumph. 
Colin 03 385 6953.  mem

TOOLS FOr SALE.  1 set Metric ring and open end 
spanners. 1 set metric sockets, ½ inch drive. 1 set 
SAE ring and open end spanners. 1 set SAE sockets, 
½ inch drive. 1 set Whitworth ring and open end 
spanners. 1 set Whitworth sockets, ½ inch drive. 
1 rachet, with two extensions, ½ inch drive. 1 
Tension wrench, ½ inch drive. Offers phone Gordon 
Vogtherr 06 878 2448. Mem

TyrE GArFIELD BLACkWALL  475/500/525 x 19 
inch. Excellent tread and the beads are in good 
condition. $120 plus shipping. Peter 09 276 
1605  mob 0272 816 050

magneTOS, ReWinDS, PaRTS anD SeRVice, 
all types. Contact Chris Slater, Coil Winding 
Services, Hupenui rD, Greytown, Wairarapa. 
Phone 06 304 9466.

1972 VOlKSWagen micROBUS,  repainted and 
engine reconditioned, 74,600 miles. runs really 
well, $10,000 ono. Phone 03 217 8532 or e-mail 
deburge@ezysurf.co.nz

1910 FORD mODel T  $56,000 Dark green. 
Excellent condition. restoration completed in late 
2005. Phone Tricia 07 576 7398 or Neil 07 878 
8659  mem
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WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   mem.

1934 cHeV maSTeR SeDan  Partially restored 
project. Chassis and all mechanical restoration 
completed. All body panels and numerous 
other items included. Further photos available 
on request. unregistered. Great project for 
enthusiast. $3,000. Phone Max 03 545 2287 or 
email care of mullawn@xtra.co.nz

1929 DURanT  reg and warranted, some spares, 
$15,000 ono. Contact Barry Goodman, 31a 
Elizabeth Street, Timaru., Phone 03 688 9872, 
mobile 027 376 7396, bazjen@callsouth.net.nz
  mem

1988 cORVeTTe ROaDSTeR,  350V8, 62,xxx 
miles. Legal LHD, white. Well sorted and 
maintained. No leaks and economical to run. 
Current rego and WOF. $30,000. Phone ray at 021 
104 7788, ray.siat@xtra.co.nz

1929 POnTiac neW 6.3 liTRe.  Sound, very 
tidy condition. Well maintained, spares available. 
registered and new Transport Testing Station 
warrant of fitness. Phone 03 768 9008  mem

VeTeRan PROjecT  1906 model G Minerva 3.6L 
100x115 bore & stroke. New chassis made. Totally 
disassembled, all running gear with a lot of hard 
to find bits, some only good for patterns. Sister car 
in Aust. Good gearbox. Has been in storage since 
1965 when it was recovered, lots of photos / info. 
Phone Colin Storey 07 856 0305, 021 468 590  mem

‘72 ROVeR V8  Parts or restore $750 ono. 
Complete car, no reg, no WOF, no documentation. 
Sound body, tidy condition, motor runs, no rust, 
spare auto trans. A frame available to purchaser 
to tow car. Phone Bob on 09 431 65 76 or email 
elaineandbob@ihug.co.nz

1926 FORD mODel T  roadster on wire wheels, 
three owners. Purpose built transport trailer (built 
2006). Excellent condition, complete restoration 
between 1970 and 1989 inc. full repaint, rings, 
bearings (at least) to engine, upholstery, 12V 
battery conversion. Trouble free Vintage motoring 
$25,000. Phone 03 385 2907.  mem

alViS 1953 Tc21.  Great condition, body off 
restoration eight years ago. recently new radiator, 
and brake cylinders resleeved in stainless steel. 
Original red leather upholstery. Great condition, 
motor runs beautifully. $16,000 ono. Phone Paul 
06 323 2282.  mem

mODel a FORD  reconditioned Short Block. 
rebored with new pistons and rings (best quality), 
adjustable tappets, hardened valves and seats, 
new white metal mains, crankshaft fully balanced 
with lightened flywheel (9lbs off) and pressure 
plate. $4,250 inc. GST, freight extra. Phone Jack 
03 352 6672 or 0274 322 041 Christchurch  mem.

VinTage & claSSic QUaRTZ  halogen bulbs. 
replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

1972 jagUaR e TyPe SeRieS 3 V12,  80,000 
miles, excellent condition and well maintained. 
$46,000 Ono. Phone 03 217 8532 or e-mail 
deburge@ezysurf.co.nz  mem
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1973 TRiUmPH 2000 mK 2 eSTaTe  (Station 
Wagon) registered, WOF, engine 1998cc 6 
cylinders, gearbox – manual 4 speed with 
overdrive (for fuel economy) Power steering. 
Towbar. Nice car to drive. We did restoring. $7000 
Phone Brian Sole 09 272 4434  mem

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.

ReSTORaTiOn WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder. 
Woodwork, panel and fabrication work for all 
Vintage, Veteran and Classic cars and Motorbikes. 
For all your restoration requirements phone  
Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581 
or email daviescw@live.com

1951 alViS Ta 21  Genuine 133,000miles. 
Black over gold. Original red leather upholstery. 
Mechanically sound. Good selection of spare 
parts. In regular use. Phone 03 686 3318  mem

1947 cHeVROleT STylemaSTeR  Continually 
registered, original plates. Warranted. Three 
owners, been in family since 1953. A Canterbury 
car all its life. repainted original colours around 
30 years ago and upholstery redone, otherwise 
original tidy condition. $16,000. Viewable at Te 
Puke Vintage Autobarn small shed, for sale on 
behalf. Contact ray Singleton 07 573 6547  mem

1956 mORRiS minOR 950 cc Brand new 
upholstery. radial tyres. Warranted and 
registered. Power brakes. Good running order. 
Phone Colin 07 871 4612 Waikato.  mem

eSSex 1930  Motor rebuilt by Engine rebuilders, 
New Plymouth. New honeycomb radiator, 
generator and starter. Many spares Very little 
work needed to have back on road, as is. $13,000 
spent, reasonable offers. Pictures can be emailed. 
Phone George on 027 480 8053 or e/mail 
g.gardiner@xtra.co.nz  mem

1958 ROVeR 90  Offers invited. Tidy condition. 
receipts for motor rebuild, clutch, gearbox, 
exhaust, brake booster shock absorbers replaced. 
regularly rallied. Would consider exchange for 
Post war smaller car suitable for lady driver. Phone 
06 379 7573 tomjean@xtra.co.nz  mem

1935 PRe SeRieS mORRiS 8.  Immaculately 
restored 2 years ago. Showroom condition 
throughout. reg and wof. Orig. papers and 
history. $9,500 ono. Plus a spares car available 
if required. Negotiate a deal with my other listing 
(1948 Morris 8 Series E) Phone 03 755 6834  mem

1948 mORRiS 8 SeRieS e.  Older restoration. 
Great little car, used daily. Brakes, wheel cylinders, 
steering, seals, clutch/pressure plate, axle seals all 
replaced. runs sweetly. $5000 ono. Badge bar, 
fog lights not included. Phone 03 755 6834. See 
other listing (1935 Pre-Series Morris 8) negotiate a 
3 car deal. Ph 03 755 6834  mem

mOTORcycle PaRTS maDe TO ORDeR.   
Tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Above is a tank for a 1915 rover motorcycle that 
we are fabricating at present. Call us and see how 
we can help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691, 
027 330 9581, email daviescw@live.com Shaun 
Davies Qualified Coachbuilder. 
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WANTED to Buy

SPLIT rIMS FOr A 1925 DODGE TOurEr.  20 inch 
wheel with wooden spokes. Also Vintage car 1919 
to 1931 restored or good original Sedan, tourer or 
roadster 6 or 8 cylinder.  Good for long distance 
drives.  Phone 04 5691 227 or 027 304 7473 or 
email leahymcgreevy@clear.net.nz  mem

1927 CHrySLEr 70 DASH  parts to help finish build. 
Pair 60 spoke rims 18 inch locking ring type must 
be straight. Phone/fax 03 554 18467 iws@ts.co.
nz  mem.

24" BuFFALO WIrE WHEEL,  66 spokes, locking 
ring I have a hub if anybody has a rim. Email 
gardenia23@xtra.co.nz

ANy PArTS Or PICTurES WANTED,  in fact anything 
for Veteran Alldays Matchless or Alldays Onions 
motorcycles especially a crossover 3 speed gearbox 
two bolt top fixing any condition. Also Veteran 
Triumph parts still required to finish restorations 
Phone chris , 09 533 8050 or email taylorhq@xtra.
co.nz

BEADED WHEELS ISSuES , 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, only 
require originals Phone Wayne, 06 368 5611 or 021 
111 8176 txt ok mem

BuICk 1923 6CyL rADIATOr.  White Vansicklen 
speedo with clock. Screen parts for tourer. Torque 
tube 120” 124” 128” wheelbase master type 1922 
to 1926. Any ash wheels or hub parts, locking cups, 
spare carrier, rear guards. Front guards for 1924-25 
Master. Phone rus 0210 245 7984, Tauranga  mem

CADILLAC 1929 STEErING WHEEL  for a friend who 
has a Cadillac that had a fire in the wiring that 
totalled the steering wheel. Any dash related parts. 
Peter 09 276 1605 mob 0272 816 050

caV DiVeR’S HelmeT Tail ligHT  as per photos 
to complete my lighting set on my Veteran Daimler 
project which is nearing completion. Condition or 
mounting type not too critical! Diameter approx 
3.5 inches. Phone Bruce: 07 573 6197 or 027 4725 
010

• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome  

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

RaDiO TO SUiT HOlDen ej OR eH  wanted as 
per photo Contact Maurie at maurie.c@xtra.co.nz 
or Ph. 07 345 6540  mem

WanTeD FOR 1942-43 cHeV  1533X2 Long 
range Desert Group replica truck. Four 16-inch 
split-rim wheels suitable for 10.5 inch wide 
sand-pattern tyre. As shown. Phone 07 884 8783 
andrew.honeyfield@xtra.co.nz  mem

OLDSMOBILE CAr PArTS EArLy 1920S  – Delco 
ignition and generator – horn switch etc. Interested 
in any parts to assist restoration. Phone Murray 03 
326 6980 mem

WILLyS-kNIGHT  parts and information especially 
model 66 Tourer or roadster Great 6. Instrument 
panels, rims, motors, anything considered, 
travelling Bluff Jan/Feb from Wellington with empty 
tandem trailer space available. Phone Geoff Neal 
04 934 4898 or 021 169 4088  mem
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SWAP MEETS & rallies

2011 NatioNal North islaNd 

EastEr 
 rally

22 – 24 April 2011
The Taranaki Branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 

invite all members to join us for the National North Island Easter 
Rally 

Come and sample our fine hospitality 
and view our remarkable scenery.

Entry forms will be available from your  
Branch Secretary or the Rally Secretary. 

For Rally and accommodation information contact the Rally 
Secretary: 

 Hugh Cowan Ph. 06 757 2191 
 Email : cowanh@xtra.co.nz.



 





























 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
  

                                                                                                                                                         
 
       
                                                                    
 
 

 

Information Technology Solutions 

SUNDAY 
17th 

APRIL 

2011 
 

Ride In and Display Your Bike! Peoples’ Choice! Top Prizes! 
NZ’s Largest Indoor Motorcycle Swap Meet 

NORTON 961 On Display!!! 

CLAUDELANDS EVENT CENTRE, HAMILTON 
Fabulous new fully-covered venue! 

Swapper Sites $20:  Buyer Only Entry $8: Children FREE 

Motorcycle Related Items ONLY please. 
Contact Ian for details 07 8274317 or email 

w.classic@xtra.co.nz 

Check out the CLUB WEB SITE!  www.classicbikes.co.nz 

 
Gates Open 

7am 

Hamilton 
V8 

Weekend 

Spend  
Sunday 

morning 
with the 
Classic 

Bikes and 
then take in 

the V8’s! 

Waikato Classic Motorcycle 
Show’n Shine  

& 

Swap Meet 
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WINCHESTER 

Swap Meet And Bazaar
Winchester Domain 

Saturday 2 April 2011

$5 entry and NO DOGS aLLOWeD.

Camping by arrangement.
For SITe BOOKINGS contact Janet on ph 03 686 0282 
or Swap Meet Chairman...John Knowles 03 693 7680

RuN By The VCC – SOuTh CaNTeRBuRy BRaNCh

VCC NZ ASHBURTON BRANCH

SWAPMEET
Saturday 7 May 2011

Club Grounds 86 Maronan Road 
Tinwald, Ashburton

Gates open 7.30am. No Dogs. Catering by the Lions Club.

Site Bookings: Anne Hart, 65 Oak Grove; Ashburton 7700 
Email: annestuh@clear.net.nz Phone 03 308 5733

Branch Secretary: Rod Begbie, PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz 

HOROWHENUA BRANCH VCCNZ Inc

AnnuAl SwAp Meet 
& Collectables Day

Saturday 26 March 2011 • Opens 7am
Levin AP & I Events Centre & Show Grounds

Primarily attracting Vintage car buffs, but also attracts Hotrod,  
Classic, 4x4, Motorcycle and general collectables and parts.

Food and drink on site. Displays. Something for everyone.
Note: This year we have moved slightly. We are still at the showgrounds but in a new area next 

to our new clubrooms. A large selection of parts will be available from our parts shed which 
opens at 10am. Entry via the gate at the south End of Tiro Tiro Road.

Admission 
$5 per adult 
(children free). 

Stalls $10 
per site.

Enquiries to  
Peter Nightingale  

06 368 7160, 
pdsnight@ihug.co.nz
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Military Motorcycle
Meeting

Otago Branch intends to hold a get together 
of the above type of bikes at Otematata on  

26-27 March 2011
with a ride in from Oamaru.

Expression of interest are invited from owners whether  
the motorcycle is running or a project.

Contact Bruce Murray email bminor@xtra.co.nz or  
Bill Veitch 03 498 1626 Evenings

BAY OF PLENTY VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc
proudly presents the annual 

TRENCHMATE WAIHI 
HILL CLIMB

Trig Road North Waihi
Sunday 27 March 2011

Open to all VCC members with a club eligible vehicle, 
motorcycle or historic racing car.

Enquiries Carole Lindsay 23 Coopers Road Greerton  
Tauranga 3112 ph 07 578 9579   email carn@clear.net.nz

NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITION TO rally with the  
VETERAN AND VINTAGE MOTOR CYCLE CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

8 September 2011 – 27 September 2011
Join up to 18 bikes and riders from New Zealand as we journey to the South Australia’s Veteran and Vintage Motor Cycle Club’s 55th 

Anniversary Tour and pre rally tour. The rally hubs out of Nuriootpa in the Barossa Valley travelling approximately 150kms per day for 
the first four days and then out of Burra for the balance.  

Includes opportunity to attend the Birdwood Classic Rally for 1956 to 1977 vehicles on Sunday 25th.
Cost indication: $NZ3,000. Includes motorcycle freight, airfares, 18 nights accommodation. 18 places, participants on a strictly first come first served basis.

Register your interest with:  
Jens Christensen, Motorcycle Convenor Canterbury Branch. Phone 354 5000, Mobile 027 4334 179  Email: kajens@ihug.co.nz

SWAP MEETS & rallies

FRee adveRTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members wishing 
to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at  
Marketplace Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141  
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our April/May issue is 10 March 
2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a vCCNz member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 
foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 wANTED  fOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 wANTED  fOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels. 
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

vCCNz Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Non-vCCNz members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________



E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St asaph St, christchurch, NZ. phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, reV CoUnters, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit AnY instrUMent to AnY  

trAnsMission etC. fULL serViCinG & repAirs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded Wheels

trade 
dIreCtory
Connecting enthusiasts 

and professionals 

around New Zealand.

Contact us today to list 

your business here.

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
New Zealand 6 Issues $74.50 or 12 issues $146  

Overseas 6 Issues $87.00 or 12 issues $171  

First published in 1973.  
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS 
Magazine Australia

• beaded wheels trade directory • beaded wheels trade directory •  • 
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•  

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

FRee adveRTISING*
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You can reach your customers 
quickly and cheaply by advertising in 
the Beaded Wheels Trade directory. 
From only $55 per issue your 
full colour advert will be seen by 
over 7,000 readers and motoring 
enthusiasts every issue. 
To find out more contact  
Rosalie Brown at Beaded Wheels, 
phone 03 332 3531 or  
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

ashburton  Peter Knight
Clubnight in October saw a very good 

turnout of members. The star attraction 
was Chairman David Oakley’s talk and 
video on the great Australian tour. The 
distance covered by the four couples from 
Perth to Brisbane was approximately 7,500 
km.

The Spring Rally on 17 October 
attracted 42 entries. After a few simple 
field-tests it was out onto the rural roads 
of the Westerfield Hackthorne area. The 
lunch destination was Rushford, farmed by 
Charles and Mary Ross. After lunch on the 
Homestead lawn Charles gave a brief talk 
on the history of the farm. Then it was off 
to view the farm machinery. We were all 
really surprised at the range of machines. 
Nothing modern in the six old IH 1180 
tractors, The seven IH 403 combines and 
the six AB and AC 180 IH grain trucks. 
These machines are all in good working 
order. The overall prize winners of the 
rally were Ina and Colin Divers in their 
Triumph GT6 1972.

Sunday 21 November saw 19 cars take 
the backroad route to Rakaia. We had 
been invited to display our vehicles at the 
Rakaia craft fair. After lunch we travelled 
to the Awa Awa Rata Reserve near the 
base of Mt. Hutt. This reserve has large 
colourful display of rhododendrons. It was 
then back to Ashburton to complete a very 
enjoyable and relaxing day.

Sunday 12 December saw 15 cars at the 
club grounds for an afternoon of relaxed 
competitions. Skills tested were driving, 
navigational, mechanical and culinary. 
Winner were Eric and Mary Husband. 

Owen Wilson has completed the resto-
ration of his Austin A60 Ute. It looks very 
stylish and no doubt we will see more of 
it on future runs and rallies. Some other 
projects include Vern Ellis working on a 
1947 De Soto Club coupe. It was completely 
stripped down and with the running gear 
now finished is about three quarters of the 
way to completion.

Gary Hawke’s long time project with 
a 1929 AJS motorcycle is close to being 
finished. It is with Rob Ross for the final 
touches and Gary hopes to be on the road 
in about six months time.

A warm welcome to the club is extended 
to John and Annette Watson. They are the 
proud owners of a 1927 Chrysler Roadster 
50, a 1978 Chrysler Valiant and a 1935 
Dodge DU Saloon. 

auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
October saw our annual Hunua 100 

supported by 74 entrants who were treated 
to an excellently plotted rally and well-
organised weekend. December was the 
annual Gymnic where six vehicles were 
entered in the annual restoration awards. 
Results as follows;

Gold Award Don Green  1930 Rudge m/c
Gold Award Philip Eilenberg  1951 Bentley Mk VI
Gold Award John Campbell  1961 Mighty Mite
Silver award Peter Levet  1973 Mini Clubman
Bronze award  Peter Levet  Corgi motorcycle
Bronze award  Rex Leech  BSA Bantam

Midweek Tourers continue to get good 
turnouts including regular support from 
neighbouring branch Waitemata. They 
have visited gardens, boat builders and 
a well-known vineyard in the last two 
months.

Members have been out and about 
supporting other branch activities from 
Invercargill to the Far North.

Motorcyclists have been treated to enter-
taining speakers and in November held the 
30th Annual Motorcycle rally. Fifty-two 
bikes, predominately PWV, travelled just 
under 100 miles through great Auckland 
back roads to finish at Ardmore Aerodrome 
and all had an opportunity to view historic 
aircraft restoration. The rally was won by 
Ernie Williams and Charlotte Nasey on a 
1971 BSA 650.

Dave Allbon’s 1910 Darracq project 
has gone to the South Island. Richard 
Langridge has imported two Rolls-Royce, 
one a 1965 Phantom V limousine ex 
Switzerland the other a 1935 25/30 hp with 
Freeston and Webb body. Chris North has 
completed a 1930 OEC 1000cc motorcycle. 
These were used by the London police.

Paul Gruzelier is working on an exhaust 
system for his 1911 New Hudson motor-
cycle. Norm and Pat Dewhurst have 
purchased Bob Clarke’s (Taranaki) 1925 
colonial bodied Essex roadster, to join the 
25 Essex coach.

Banks peninsula  Paul Tayler
The last day of October and first 

of November saw an event dear to 
Christchurch and New Zealand motor 
sport fans. At Ruapuna the Wigram 
Revival was well supported by our club in 
racing and displays. Pride of place went to 
the ex-Proctor Works Brooklands Riley of 
Leon Witte, the winner of the first Lady 
Wigram Trophy in 1949. With a weekend of 
racing a two-month pit stop would not have 
been enough for some!

Our Peninsula Run 7 November was 
down in numbers but good in spirit as 
we travelled the Summit Road and out 
through the eastern bays. Destination at 
Otanirito Bay was very enjoyable. Thanks 
Graeme Power and friends Doug and Fiona 
for making this happen.

Twelve of our members ran in the 
Hawkswood Sealed Sprint combined 
RATEC and Country Gents event. Mr 
“Cool”, Avon Hyde, ran with the overall 
front-runners in his Austin Special.

A busy November concluded on the 28 
with the Phil Jelf organised Veteran Run. 
Starting from the original VCC 1954 venue 
at Riccarton House in Deans Bush and 

Clarkeville for some, the event was a great 
success for the 16 entrants. This included a 
1902 Oldsmobile and 12 cylinder Packard. 
The John Palmer 1912 Unic and Warner 
Mauger Cadillac both carried three genera-
tions and both driven by grandsons named 
Thomas. 

Bay of plenty  David Joblin
Our November Sunday run took us over 

the Kaimais to the Waikato. Fourteen cars 
commenced the run at the Hora Hora 
Domain on the shores of Karipiro Lake. 
From there we took a delightful scenic 
drive on the Western side of the Waikato 
River, through Karipiro and Cambridge to 
Hamilton. Our destination was the superb 
Hamilton Gardens and their annual Rose 
Show. After a picnic lunch we travelled 
to Cambridge and their annual Armistice 
Day celebration. The men were impressed 
by the wide display of military vehicles, all 
well restored. The field displays and period 
battle re-enactments held our attention.

Our monthly Wednesday run meeting 
was set up at Browny’s Café near Katikati. 
We viewed a collection of motorcycles and 
then travelled at a leisurely pace to Waihi 
Beach. This run was a little different in 
that although about 28 people intimated 
they would be coming, over 60 turned up. 
No trouble for our experienced organisers 
Joe and Jill Scott who took it all in their 
stride. Later, several took the opportunity 
to visit the Athenree Hot Pools for a dip.

The Christmas Party and Restoration 
Award went off well. Chairman Ron Elton 
and Committee member Alastair Jones 
spent some time thoroughly looking over 
the restoration entrants and decided to 
award first prize to Ivan Allen’s immaculate 
1934 Austin 18/6, and runner up to Ray 
Singleton’s excellent example of his 1905 
Maxwell. 

On a sad note, club stalwart Lindsay 
Aitken passed away suddenly at the end of 
November.

Our branch is experiencing a gratifying 
increase in attendance at the monthly 
meetings and new members welcomed 
this month are Lenny Davey (1970 MG 
Midget), Russell Wallace (1904 Alldays and 
Onions, 1923 Buick and two 1924 Buicks), 
Bruce Stone (1935 Series 3 Morris 8, 1952 
Morris Oxford, 1958 Nash Metropolitan 
and a 1963 Mini) and Graham Fairless 
(1930 Dodge). 

canterbury  Tony Becker
As 2010 drew to a close we could 

reflect on another successful quarter of 
Canterbury Branch happenings. Late 
October’s Annual Veteran Rally drove to a 
lovely North Canterbury setting at Holton 
Homestead. Our Veterans joined several 
cars and motorbikes already living there. 
Next up, the Homestead Run, again in the 
competent care of Glenis and Ray Miller. 

idle
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idletorque

This popular annual drew 140 VCC vehicles 
to John Paterson’s sunny Macdonald Downs 
Farm. The afternoon tour added another 
visit to Foxdown Farm and Homestead. 
This included Andy Fox’s brilliant mix of 
old and later cars such as Studebaker, Rolls, 
Ford and Corvettes plus his unique museum 
packed with highly interesting home and 
farm treasures from the past. 

 Rolleston to Oamaru and beyond was 
the recipe for Bob and Esme Humm’s 2010 
Show Weekend Tour. Forty-two Canterbury 
Branch vehicle entries were hosted by 
a happy bunch of North Otago Branch 
members who had prepared rally routes and 
hospitality quite splendidly.

Moving to December, the well supported 
annual children’s Christmas Picnic was a 
great fun day that ended with “the star of 
the show” presenting gifts to our young-
sters. The dubiously titled Annual Night 
Trial lead us to our Christmas end of year 
Social and dance evening. All that was left 
was the always-enjoyed Boxing Day Picnic 
run; perhaps designed for relaxation after 
the indulgences of Christmas Day?

eastern Bay of plenty  Joy Growden
In October we hosted the truckies that 

were taking part in “The Long Lap” for a 
couple of days. There was a great turn out 
of trucks and I think everyone enjoyed 
their time in our area.

Our October local run saw seven cars 
turning out for a trip to Te Puke to visit 
The Looking Glass Gardens.

In November we had our bi-annual trip 
to Gisborne. Ten cars went and we had a 
fantastic time. Gisborne Branch certainly 
turned it on for us. The run on Saturday 
afternoon took us around Gisborne 
showing us the sights and explaining 
some of their history. We ended at the 
Aviation Museum, where we had to answer 
questions on what we had seen on our 
trip, testing our good memory or not. 
Eight vehicles took part in the local 
Santa Parade where the weather was 
much more pleasant than last year. We 
ended the year with a great turn out for 
our Chairwomans’ Christmas run which 
had us rally over the plains by straight 
line and picture instructions ending at 
Watchorn Museum. We ended the night 
with a few games and lots of chatter. 
We look forward to another good year of 
comradeship. 

far north   Dave Duirs
After a great clubroom working bee, 

we hosted the Northland Branch for their 
annual Far North Tour, something we have 
now done for almost 40 years. Members 
enjoyed catching up with locals and visitors 
several of whom had brought along Rolls-
Royce as part of a national tour. With 
the parts shed open at morning tea the 
next day, some treasures were found … 

funny that; some was considered junk at 
the working bee.

Our annual Dunny Run from Kawakawa 
with the Northland Branch, organised 
by Lyn and Win Matthews began with a 
timed section and a visit to the historic 
Ruapekapeka Pa battle site, followed by a 
look in at a cacti and succulent collection 
and finally the newly opened Jack Morgan 
museum at Hukerenui. Northland Branch 
was the winner and the locals had the 
chance of navigating home through some 
interesting non-highway back roads.

Nineteen cars competed in our first 
gymkhana for a long time. Graeme Moore 
had many tricky tasks for the teams which 
became quite competitive with a ladies’ 
team winning. It can be quite an ego leveller 
persuading oneself to follow instructions 
when blind folded, let alone attempting to 
roll a ball down a tape measure. Hilarity 
continued into the evening with a potluck 
Christmas dinner with Santa arriving on 
the roof and somehow getting his goodies 
down without breaking his neck!

A small contingent attended the 
Christmas parade in Kaitaia, as did another 
in Kaeo. Locals do appreciate being able to 
reminisce over the old vehicles.

Noggin ‘n’ natters at both Kerikeri 
and the clubrooms are great and with the 
interest in the big Wanganui Rally just 
around the corner in 2012 conversations on 
restorations and rally routes are common. 
It is hoped a large contingent will travel 
from the Far North. The effort is very 
rewarding with the chance to meet people 
and vehicles from all over the globe.

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
Friday, November 5 saw 10 vehicles and 

crew from the Eastern Bay of Plenty branch 
travel over to Gisborne for the annual 
inter-branch challenge. Following tea at 
our clubrooms they were supposed to have 
attended a Guy Fawkes pyrotechnic extrav-
aganza at our speedway track, but the onset 
of rain caused this to be postponed until 
the following Friday. Sadly the call was 
made prematurely, and the weather cleared 
but alas by then it was too late to change 
their minds. So a couple of games of housie 
kept the troops happy for the evening.

Saturday afternoon saw a total of 
20 vehicles line up to take part in an 
informative tour of the district, with a 
questionnaire thrown in for good measure. 
The drawing of several raffle prizes, after 
which Tony Bartlett announced the results 
of the run, followed in the evening. Eastern 
Bay amassed a total of 154 points, but 
Gisborne came out on top with 171 points. 
Phil and Margaret Leaming, Eastern Bay, 
came out overall winners of the run. A cup 
of tea and a tour through our parts shed for 
the visitors on Sunday completed another 
successful weekend.

The annual Russell Wilcox Memorial 
Trophy Run was held on 28 November 
and ended at the Tolaga Bay wharf for 
afternoon tea. An interesting facet of this 
run was the requirement for crews to name 
vehicle makes, models and slang names 
from cryptic clues, general knowledge and 
musical know-how.

The final event for the year was 
the Club Captain’s Wing Ding on 12 
December, which started from the captain’s 
home and took the form of a treasure hunt, 
locating everything by the shortest route. It 
is reliably reported that our member of the 
Management Committee was the last to 
leave on the run and the first to finish, and 
was quite chuffed that he and his good lady 
(who was driving) had completed the run 
in good time, commenting that “gee that 
was a short run”, only to find on arrival at 
base that he had failed to turn the instruc-
tion page over! 

Our Morris Commercial club truck has 
a new warrant and registration and its first 
test will be to take camping gear, barbecue 
and kayaks up to Tolaga Bay for a campout 
on 15-16 January. 

A new annual calendar event for 
Gisborne, the Three Rivers Rally, will be 
held on Saturday, 12 February, which is 
the weekend between the East Coast Rally 
(Eastern Bay of Plenty) and the Art Deco 
event in Hawke’s Bay. Three rallies in three 
weekends – think about it!

Hawke’s Bay Branch  Esther Smith
Labour weekend saw the annual Branch 

Safari, organised by Bob and Trixie 
Ackerley and Peter and Dallas Carroll. 
Based at Tokaanu on the southern tip of 
Lake Taupo this area is steeped in Maori 
history. We were given a very informative 
talk on the maori wars by local historian 
Blue Thomas who brought along some of 
his military collection including muskets 
and rare maori weapons.

November in Hawke’s Bay has for 
many years been synonymous with the 
Veteran Rally followed on Sunday by the 
Homestead Run. This year we headed 
to Dannevirke on the outer limits of the 
Hawke’s Bay Branch boundaries, members 
of the adjoining VCC branches also joined 
us. We visited Otope, a fine example of a 
late 19th century property set in absolutely 
beautiful gardens and a much admired 
large, early 1920s, Arts and Crafts style 
home. The owners of Otope were thrilled to 
receive a watercolour of their home painted 
by Shirley Vogtherr, who for many years 
has provided a painting of each principal 
homestead we visit. 

December saw 11 participants on our 
first branch motorcycle run for some time. 
Looks like David Gardiner will now have 
the job organising some more! There 
was also the Christmas Branch picnic 

You can reach your customers 
quickly and cheaply by advertising in 
the Beaded Wheels Trade directory. 
From only $55 per issue your 
full colour advert will be seen by 
over 7,000 readers and motoring 
enthusiasts every issue. 
To find out more contact  
Rosalie Brown at Beaded Wheels, 
phone 03 332 3531 or  
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
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and our final meeting of the year where 
Derek Gordon gets a chance to strut his 
stuff auctioning off useful and some not so 
useful objects – a great fundraiser. We look 
forward to the Art Deco Rally and also to 
making progress on the issue of the new 
clubrooms.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Our annual Tararua Trundle rally was 

run in November on a fine but very windy 
day in the Manawatu. Twenty-one vehicles 
participated

Next for us was the Hawke’s Bay Veteran 
Rally which was based in Dannevirke, 
followed the next day by the Hawke’s Bay 
Homestead Run with some of our members 
attending at Otope station south east of 
Dannevirke.

Our annual Christmas dinner included 
the best restoration trophy.

This year there were eight new resto-
rations including two motorbikes. Don 
McDonald won the best bike and Neil 
Bowater won in his Citroen Light 15 car.
Judging was by popular vote.

The other motorbike was a rare model 
owned by ex Wellington member Chris 
Butler who has moved north. The 1974 
Moto Moroni is the only one on the road 
in NZ. This has been a ten year restoration. 

Chris Clarke and four others will attend 
Oamaru for the National Motorcycle Rally 
in late February. 

Margaret and Graham Lawton were 
presented with 25-year badges.

Andrew Heffey is re-hooding his Ford 
a tourer and Brendan Fox has completed 
the mechanicals on his Oakland restoration 
and is ready to put it on the road. 

Jeff Fox is moving on his Deluxe 
Phaeton. All wheels are complete and lots 
of other bits done. 

manawatu  Allan Hardacre
Derek Haycock and I have just finished 

running the ‘Veteran and others’ Coast to 
Coast run from the West to East Coast of 
the lower North Island. Foxton Beach in 
glorious sunshine was the start for the 11 
entrants and the support crew. First stop 
Dannevirke, next day it was over the very 
scenic Te Uri road to Porangahau Beach. 
The sun broke through as we arrived at the 
sea with only the Holley deciding to have 
a little snooze on the roadside on the way 
over. It was a credit to Tony Prebensen, 

with Mike and Pat as the engineering team, 
that persevered with repairs and managed 
to keep most of the Holly bits vibrating 
in the same direction for the entire 150 
miles. It was good to have the company of 
the Welly boys Martin Ferner and family, 
Mike and Jane Curry and the dreaded 
Phil (Philly the) Kidd, together with the 
Hawke’s Bay and Manawatu contingents of 
three cars each and Doug and Peter Wilton 
from Hunterville. What made the trip so 
much more interesting was the fact that the 
Ferners Minerva came from Porangahau 
and the granddaughter of the original 
owner was at the beach to welcome it back. 
Martin said that the original cost of the car 
was around £1,100 new in 1912 … a pretty 
considerable sum when a model T must 
have been purchased for a small fraction of 
this. The original owners, the Tipene’s, had 
two Minervas!

The Christmas break has seen a bit of 
work on local vehicles. I have been making 
progress on the 1915 Dodge with the oil 
pump from the Ross’s installed in the sump 
and good progress on the diff and chassis. 
At the Callesen shed, the second 1918 
Cadillac is shaping up under John’s determi-
nation and Steve Bright has a well restored 
Mini buzzing about the Manawatu.

The branch was busy with the Feilding 
Christmas Parade, and the New Year’s 
Day run organised by Len Haycock. We 
sadly note the passing of club members 
Graham Masemann and Bob Clark. 
Graham was a quiet man with an excellent 
sense of humour and a huge knowledge 
of the Manawatu Branch and the Vintage 
motoring world. Graham was noted for his 
passion for Crossleys and had restored two 
fine examples. Bob was a Bulls man to 
the core and motored a Dodge. In latter 
years the actual job of driving often fell to 
Gary Miller, who was usually closely super-
vised during the process. God speed you 
gentlemen.

Horowhenua: Vehicles on display for the 
Restoration of the Year.

Manawatu: The 1912 Minerva (Martin & Joan Ferner) at Porangahau lunch stop. The lady is a 
daughter (or granddaughter) of the original owner Mr Tipene of Porangahau.
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marlborough  John White
Modifications to our clubrooms has 

progressed to the stage where our new very 
modern kitchen is now being used to good 
effect for club events and is also attracting 
a bit of contract business from other clubs 
and kindred club visitors to Marlborough. 
Our great kitchen team who selflessly work 
hard turning out fantastic meals cannot be 
praised enough. The new library is almost 
ready for installation of reading material. 

We had a pre Christmas run to White’s 
Bay where we were lucky to find an unoccu-
pied sheltered corner to set up a barbeque 
generously provided by Geoff Ralls. 

Our Club Captain organised a visit 
to Takaka over a long weekend and the 
hotel stay and side visits taken were a great 
success. Our usual pre Christmas motor-
cycle section visit to Phil and Carol’s 
residence was poorly attended sadly. 

Our Biennial rally and swap meet 
went well in fine weather. A well-planned 
rally course and over 30 sites at the swap. 
We were invited to attend a Christmas 
gathering at Helen and Malcolm Neame’s 
farm and following an enjoyable run 
through the countryside we gathered in 
the shade of large trees at the front of 
their lovely old re established home where 
they had set up a barbeque and cooked 
a scrumptious meal. We appreciate their 
hospitality.

nelson Pat Kennedy
Labour Weekend saw a small but enthu-

siastic contingent of Nelson members head 
over the hills to Marlborough VCC to 
participate in their Biennial Rally and swap 
meet.

November’s Club Run was a great 
success thanks to Colin Gregson’s efforts in 
putting together a good run for all to enjoy. 
This was in response to several requests 
from members for a good old-fashioned 
rally. 

December saw numbers down for the 
Christmas barbeque but we had a great 
turn out for the viewing of the late Duncan 
Rutherford’s collection of cars before they 
head off to Hamilton where they will go on 
public display.

Club nights have been well attended and 
varied. November saw the Trolley Derby 
talk, a very competitive form of racing. 
December was time for big kids to let their 
hair down and go back in time at the 
Tahunanui Model Railway Society, with all 
enjoying rides on the steam trains, and the 
viewing of the many models and displays.

We welcome to our club, new members 
Norman and Ngaire Pegg, Andrea Pegg, 
and Max and Merilyn Clarke.

north otago  J R and J A Miller
North Otago Branch has been 

celebrating a number of anniversaries in 
recent months, making a very busy time 
for club members involved in the running 
of these events. On 12 – 14 November, 
North Otago held the anniversary of the 
1910 Reliability Trial for Veteran cars from 
Christchurch to Oamaru to Dunedin, 
returning to Christchurch. 

North Otago hosted a large contingent 
of Canterbury Branch members on their 

Marlborough: Geof Ralls Packard Clipper in centre 
stage at Marlborough branch’s picnic run to White’s 
Bay in November. Photo John White. 

Nelson: The late Duncan Rutherford’s collection, prior to it heading north. Bottom: The Tahunanui 
Model Railway Society evening held in December. Marlene Clarke, Jill and Trevor Quinn.

North Otago: Top: Windsor rally, a pair of quite 
rare 4 cylinder 1928 Chevrolet National sedans. 
The one on the left is a Christchurch car, a left 
hand drive two-door coach. On the right a 4 door 
sedan owned by J R Miller Oamaru, which was in 
the second Windsor rally in 1962.

Bottom: Windsor Rally. On the right is a 1937 
Lincoln Zephyr belonging to T. Appleby, of 
Kurow, on the left is a 1938 Lincoln Zephyr 
belonging to J.Moore Oamaru.
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show weekend tour. They seemed to enjoy 
our unique environment and country roads.

The club celebrated the 50th 
Anniversary incorporating Windsor Rally 
2010 with more than 110 entrants. Four 
original entrants in the first rally partici-
pated this year. Lately there seems to be 
an increase in Veteran cars in this rally. 
The Vintage section has more tourers with 
their hoods down, compared to the 1960s. 
Many then were in original condition so the 
hoods were not moved (if present) because 
of their fragile conditions! Ivan Main and 
his 1920 Fiat 501 Roadster, with navigator 
Bill Mitchell, have participated in many 
Windsor rallies over the years in the same 
car. Keith Perry has attended most rallies, 
but in a variety of cars. The prize giving was 
held in the newly refurbished North Star 
complex in North Oamaru.

About 14 members and their cars gave 
the residents of Harbour View Rest Home, 
a run out to Kakanui, followed by afternoon 
tea. This was much appreciated by our 
elderly citizens.

North Otago is hosting the National 
Motorcycle rally on 25-27 February 2011. 
It will be a big event for our branch. The 
organising committee have everything 
under control, and we again look forward 
to meeting visitors from New Zealand and 
overseas. There are over 150 entrants so far. 

Our members will have a very busy 
programme culminating in the Gore Easter 
Rally for this 2010-2011 season.

otago  Arthur Bennett
Otago have just finished a busy three 

months for their rally goers. Early October 
gave the motorcyclists the Dunevegan.

The annual November Taieri Tour had 
the entrants busy criss-crossing each other 
so those who discarded instructions not to 
follow the vehicle in front became slightly 
unstuck, one or two hiccups but finishing up 
a great day. Over-all winners were George 
and Marjorie Martin. Cars ranged from 
Rolls-Royce and Bentleys to Morris Minors; 
Hec Browett entered his latest purchase, a 
1930 Model A coupe. It gave a bit of trouble 
as he only got it going the night before after 
a five year lay up. The commercial Veteran 
attracted 10 trucks and delivery vans. An 
eye-catching truck was Ken Harrex’s 1923 
Fargo 3 tonner. A real kiwi fix-it was made 
to Roger Mahan’s 1908 IHC, which shed 
a solid rear tyre. When the tyre became 
detached it was repaired with No. 8 wire 
holding the rubber back on the wheel by 
wrapping short lengths in convenient spots. 
This kept the tyre on for a short burst to 
their back-up truck.

rotorua  Jackie Mowbray
Eighteen cars from Rotorua joined the 

King Country Branch for their annual 
Journey Through Time. As usual it was a 

most enjoyable weekend. Apart from the 
heavy rain at the start, it was a great run.

There was a good turnout for the Mid 
Weekers in October. Local restorations were 
the order of the day. A 1948 Holden Ute 
owned by Chris Curtis, at the workplace 
of Paul Yerex Upholsterers. This ute was 
imported from Australia and is nearly fully 
restored.

Graham Manson has almost finished 
restoring a 1927 International Truck. This 
vehicle has an all wooden cab which has 
been completely rebuilt and it should not be 
long before it is on the road.

The club run for October started from 
Tirau and after straight-line navigation 
around town, we then rallied through 
some of the most beautiful country in 
the Waikato. Lunch was at the historic 
Okoroire Hotel.

Dennis Kenny is the owner of a 
1929/1930 MG M-Type Midget. This car 
was purchased by Dennis as a trailer load 
of bits, all there except for the bonnet 
and radiator. Quite a lot of woodwork was 
supplied also and this has been useful for 
patterns. Dennis suspects that he had the 
remains of two cars as the numbers did not 
match up. However, from the collection 
of parts a fabric bodied car has emerged. 
Most of the work has been carried out by 
Dennis, with the help of various branch 
members and other competent tradesmen.
Restoration commenced in 2001 but due 
to health problems progress has been slow. 
With all the major work completed the car 
is now ready for the auto electrician.

southland  Malcolm Hodgkinson
A busier time for our branch leading 

up to Christmas, with a number of events 

taking place and some lovely weather to go 
along with these events. On 6 November 
the Commercial Rally was held and toured 
around Western Southland stopping for 
lunch and field tests at Winston Saxton’s. 
Winston has a huge variety of interesting 
goodies including an old NZ Railways jigger, 
phones, vacuum cleaners, beer bottles, 
books, photos, washing machines, oil cans, 
petrol bowsers, cars and tractors plus many 
more items of yesteryear. The afternoon 
consisted of a short run to visit the new 
Thornbury Machinery’s display shed then 
a leisurely drive back to the clubrooms for 
prize giving. The overall winner was Doug 
Sellars in a 1936 Chevrolet ute. 

The following weekend the 44th annual 
Arrowtown Motorcycle Rally was held in 
glorious weather, with 36 entrants. The 
mass departed Lumsden and headed towards 
Kingston and then on to Frankton. A timed 
section was held between Frankton and 
Arrowtown followed by some bizarre field 
tests on the Sunday morning. This was 
again a fun weekend and the overall winner 
(and organiser for next year) was Graham 
Williams on his Henderson.

The other event held during November 
was the annual Hill Climb, although entry 
numbers were low.

The ladies got to show their skills on 
5 December with the annual Ladies Run. 
Entrants headed off from Feldwick Gates 
and down the Coastal area ending up at 
Kapuka for a quiet roam around a fantastic 
garden.

south canterbury  Bill Weir
Veteran, Vintage, Commercial Run 21 

November 2010. Thirty entrants appeared to 
really enjoy the route planned out through 
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Southland: A fine line-up of machines at the Arrowtown Rally.
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after lunch did not dampen the enthusiasm 
for the return journey back to Balclutha via 
Korora Creek and on to Balclutha via the 
Owaka Highway. There were only a few 
bikes on the two back-up trailers with the 
odd puncture and other minor breakdowns. 

Our picnic run to Tawanui in the 
Catlins in December was well attended and 
the nice weather also helped. Paul and Kaye 
McNabb kept us all on our toes with some 
interesting field tests.

Plans are well in hand for the branch’s 
40th year celebrations to be held on 14 May 
2011. If you would like to join us phone 
Stuart Milne on 03 417 4352 evenings. 

We would like to welcome new members 
Neville and Janis Waters and their nicely 
restored 1957 Austin A35. 

taranaki Colin Johnston
Many members will remember Des 

and Colleen Moore of New Plymouth 
who have both attended Vintage car 
rallies and swap-meets over many years 
and have made many friends throughout 
the Vintage car movement. It is with sad 
regret that I advise that Colleen passed 
away in December. Colleen was a dearly 
loved wife of Des for over 62 years and a 
valued and willing helpful friend to all 
who knew her. Colleen always supported 
Des in organising rallies for our branch 
and supported Des as Chairman of our 
branch. Colleen helped with the 1963 rally 
and the big 1970 National Rally that was 
held in New Plymouth. She was always in 
the background never taking any accolades. 
She was a top navigator for Des winning 
many rallies both at local and other branch 
rallies throughout New Zealand in their 
Triumph TR4, Model A, Buick and Jaguar 
cars. On behalf of the branch we offer our 
deepest sympathy to Des.

Preparations are well in hand and entries 
are now open for the National North Island 
Easter Rally and the 46th Maunga Moana 
Rally both to be held 22–25 April 2011 and 
hosted by our branch, which celebrates 50 
years this year.

taupo Greg Nattrass
November club night saw the boys and 

girls going separate ways. With the boys 
visiting a local engine reconditioner Henson 
and Murray. We were shown around by 
Scott Murray, one of the partners. They do 
a variety of different reconditioning, with 
high performance engines and heavy indus-
trial being their specialty. Scott informed 
us that they have the contract for the NZ. 
V8 Ute engine rebuilds. Meanwhile the 
girls were at our clubrooms being pampered 
by the ladies from The Massage Clinic. 
They were shown some of the different 
techniques that they offer clients. At the 
end of the evening the boys returned to the 
clubrooms to join the girls for a supper.

The November run was organised by 
the chairman, which saw six cars heading 
for Napier to enjoy a weekend in the bay 
which included visiting Beacham’s Jaguar 
in Hastings, participating in a wine trail, 
Visiting Hopes British car museum and also 
a camera museum at Clifton. 

December saw our posh afternoon tea, 
which we dress up in the era of our cars and 
go on a short drive to spend a time with 
our fellow members and enjoy an afternoon 
tea complete with the fine china at a set 
location. This year we were hosted by Mark 
and Judy Dinnis on their farm just north 
of Wairakei. Club night was our Christmas 
dinner, a great night catered for us, where 
we could sit back and enjoy each others 
company, and be visited by Panda paws our 
local version of Santa Claus to distribute 
Christmas presents to all attending. 

Waikato Jeremy Brook
The branch continues to fizz. Lots of 

good activities to suit the members needs: 
Veteran rallies, motorcycle runs, swap 
meet, monthly club run, gymkhana, guest 
speakers, Christmas dinner – all amazing 
stuff really, so thanks to Chairman Graham 
Pate and the committee together with all 
the other helpers over the year. 

The successful Veteran Car Rally in 
November, run by Lesley Webster, started 
and ended at the Douglas residence in 
Matangi, with the house and gardens 
providing a fitting back drop for the old 
vehicles and appropriate ambience to the 
event. The motorcyclists in the branch 
enjoyed two great runs, joining in the 
Auckland motorcycle rally in November 
visiting Avspecs at Ardmore looking at 
restored Vintage aircraft and in December 
a visit to Hobbiton film set with a talk 
by Hugh Anderson. The annual swap 
meet was a joint venture with the Vintage 
Tractor Club. This event is getting bigger 
and bigger every year. The club night in 
December was a chance for us to find out 
about the 2012 Wanganui Rally with Geoff 
Quarrie and Gavin Harris, representing the 
rally organisers, putting us in the picture. 

The December club jaunt organised 
by Greg Terrill and then the Gymkhana 
complied by Ian Patton with an evening 
Christmas dinner (festively catered by 

South Canterbury: Adrienne Mann playing the 
“big” piano that he built over several years at the 
Veteran, Vintage, and Commercial Rally.

Taranaki: Des and the late Colleen Moore crossing 
the Ngaraoro River in their 1930 Model A on the 
North Island Club Captains Tour in March 1991.Rotorua: Graham Manson’s 1927 International 

Truck

Fairview, across Hadlow and up to Rolling 
Ridges Road where great views were to be 
had on the beautiful crisp morning. From 
Rolling Ridges road it was down the Taiko 
Hall Zig Zag! From here it was on to Cave, 
through Cannington, and the Pareora 
Gorge to our lunch stop at club members 
Jane and Peter Evans’ property. After lunch 
we had the priviledge of viewing the big 
piano in the Evans’ shed. The piano is 
the culmination of several years work by 
Adrienne Mann. It is a superb instrument 
and when Adrienne and our member Grant 
Keeley played it the sound was fantastic. 
The afternoon run was down to Southburn 
then back up SH1 to the clubrooms.

The Childrens Christmas run was 
enjoyed by the small number of children. 
The Model Engineers Club had rides for 
young and old and after a trip around 
Timaru area it was back to the clubrooms 
where Father Christmas gave gifts to the 
excited children. 

The branch’s usual convivial Christmas 
Dinner was held on 11 December 2010.

south otago John Cook
With our Annual Clutha Rally out 

of the way it was South Otago Branch’s 
turn to run the moped and scooter rally 
in December. This was organised and run 
by Jim Beeby. A total of 38 entries were 
received. Leaving the clubrooms we putted 
through Clutha to Kaka Point and out to 
the lighthouse car park. Light rain falling 
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Waitemata: 1 Steve Sharp has double the play at Taupo Speed Festival  2 Ryan McDonald and 1923 
Chev. 490 Speedster climbs the Chelsea Hill. 3 Competitors await the call to travel back down to start 
line. 

Marcia Pate and Jenny Paton) were a great 
way of ending the year. By the time you 
read this we shall be over the festive season 
and right into 2011 events! Good summer 
motoring to you all.

Wairarapa Kevin Ball
You can’t keep a good woman down. 

Bernie and Nathalie Cheer were all geared 
up for the long-weekend Peter Chisholm 
Memorial Economy Trial in November 
when she fell and broke her ankle. She 
wasn’t going to miss this run, organised by 
Tony and Myrna Lane, so a wheelchair was 
tossed into the back of their tiny Fiat 126, 
Nathalie and cast were shoe-horned into 
the front and off they went. Not surpris-
ingly they got the best economy, 50 miles 
per gallon and second overall, with the 
event being won by Willis and Shirley St 
Clair, in their Riley 4/72. The route took 
the 12 cars from Masterton to Taihape 
(where Willis and Marion Sims won the 
gumboot-throwing contests). Judging by the 
frequent references to “happy hour” the run 
was a great social success.

The popular Gold Medal motorcycle 
rally attracted 22 riders, most of them older 
than their machinery. Two riders won Gold 
Medals, five got Silvers and eight got Bronzes. 
Peter Groves, riding his 1948 Royal Enfield, 
was just 0.02s over the target time, while Jim 
Clark (1974 Suzuki) was 0.04s under.

The Christmas celebrations included 
a gymkhana followed by dinner at the 
Clareville clubrooms. The theme for this 
was the letter M, with most getting into 
the fun. We had a Magician, a Mafioso, a 
Madam, a hugely pregnant Mum-to-be, a 
Musician (complete with trombone, which 

he played), a Morris 8 (well, the grille 
anyway), and lots of others. All in all a 
fitting end to a highly successful year.

Waitemata Keith Humphreys
Famine to Feast, the last two months 

for Waitemata’ites have been very busy 
especially for the speed demons!

Sunday 14 November we enjoyed a very 
sunny day in the beautiful Chelsea Sugar 
Refinery grounds at our annual Chelsea 
WALSH Hill Climb. With an excellent 
number of competitors and some very 
interesting Vintage vehicles. The day ran 
smoothly and efficiently thanks to all those 
involved with the event’s organisation. At 
last, our able scrutineer, Ryan McDonald 
was able to attack the hill in his recently 
finished 1923 Chevrolet 490 Speedster. He 
won the John Simpson Trophy and deserv-
edly so. That evening, the other, more 
sedate Waitemata’ites scrubbed up and 
ventured to Fernz Restaurant for our first 50 
Year Badge celebration. 

A power point photographic presenta-
tion by Kevin Beesley and the presentation 
speech by North Island Club Captain, 
John Foote left no stone unturned in Max 
Jamieson’s life, much to the delight of his 
granddaughter. 

Taupo Speed Festival held 4-5 December 
was, according to competitors and specta-
tors, a brilliant weekend. With facilities 
for camping available on site and with a 
relatively low entry fee this makes for an 
inexpensive weekend of good circuit racing. 
Fourteen suitable vehicles were trailored 
or driven down, mostly from our branch 
and apart from a blown head gasket in 
the Bank’s Buckler there were no other 
mishaps. This event is held in conjunction 
with the Historic Racing & Sportscar Club 
and as the word gets around the entry from 
the Vintage Car Club continues to grow. 

Wairarapa: Peter Groves put in a near-perfect ride to win a Gold Medal on his 1948 Royal Enfield.

Wairarapa: 1 Bernie and 
Nathalie Cheer. 2 Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse, Gordon and 
Frances Clode. 3 Magician Gary 
Hickling managed to find a rabbit 
in his hat. 4 A Mohawk and a 
Madam, Alan and Mary Buick.  
5 Champion wellie-whangers 
Willis St Clair and Marion Sims. 
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There were enough Austin 7s and Bucklers 
to have great tussles within their respec-
tive grids and this made for many a tall 
tale to be told! 

If any of you are interested in taking 
part in The Roycroft Trophy meeting at 
Hampton Downs Easter Saturday and 
Sunday 2011 and Taupo Speed Festival 
December 2011, please contact Waitemata 
Branch Secretary Graeme Banks by email 
at waitemata@vcc.org.nz 

Wanganui  Fay Chamberlain 
The Wanganui Branch held its annual 

Restoration of the Year in December, with 
four vehicles being entered. The only 
motorcycle entry was Vince and Lesley 
Keats’ 1948 New Hudson Autocycle. 
It got the first prize trophy, and well 
deserved it was too. Three cars included 
Ian Chamberlain’s 1921 Ford Model T 
Truck, (complete with fairground organ 
enclosed), The 1938 Chev Master Hearse 
entered by Craig and Laura Cleveland, and 
Ivan and Ruth Stick’s 1935 Dodge Truck. 
All three were of a very high standard, 
but by a narrow margin, the Hearse got 
the nod! Also, at this time of year, the 
annual Willing Horse is awarded to that 
certain someone who goes the extra mile 
in the club, and this year, it was presented 
to Trevor Roberts, committee person, 
spare parts custodian, hedge and lawn 
trimmer, caretaker, club truck driver, and 
maintainer, too much to list, he certainly 
deserved it!

The local Community Choir gave us 
a wonderful presentation of songs at our 
November clubnight. 

On a much sadder note, it was a real 
shock to our members to get the news that 

our able and hard working editor passed 
away suddenly one week ago. Sue Day was 
a very valuable and well loved member 
of our Vintage family, often driving the 
Model A she and Tom owned.  

Wellington Ray Betteridge
Saturday 6 November was our Annual 

Rally. In poor conditions 41 crews set out 
and visited the Western hills, Eastbourne, 
Wainuiomata then the south coast. You 
think you’ve got the timed section sussed 
when in the last mile there are about a 
thousand speed humps knocking you and 
the 25mph into oblivion. This was an 
excellent rally with straight line, timed 
section, (very) silent checks and a lot of 
fun. All classes were represented and Roy 
Southward’s 1912 ghost was one of few to 
keep its top down. Roy won the trophy 
for the most desirable vehicle. The overall 
winners were: 1st Terry Mathers and Judy 
Wood – 1929 Model A; 2nd Hal and Ann 
O’Rorke – 1957 A95; 3rd Julie Engebretson 
and Robin Simpson – 1968 Riley Elf. Club 
Captain John Blakemore and his wife 
Deirdre put on a great event.

That evening we had our annual 
dinner in the clubrooms. After the meal 
the annual awards were presented. The 
Challenge Trophy was a 3-way tie (for 
the first time) and was shared by Stan 
Garmonsway, Roger White and Ray 
Betteridge. The Navigator of the Year was 

shared by Kate Garmonsway and Allison 
Hollis. Basil Sharp was a popular choice 
for the Club Captain’s award.

On 26 November, Basil Sharp took us to 
the Wairarapa for our social country run. 
We left Carterton and headed east beyond 
the back of beyond onto roads many of us 
had never seen. Fantastic weather added 
to a scenic run through river valleys, over 
hills and through a large cattle station. We 
finished with a barbecue at the Rimutaka 
Incline Summit – a fantastic day!

The Children’s Christmas Party on 5 
December was once again a huge success 
where 60+ kids were fed and entertained.

Wellsford/Warkworth
 Rita Jorgensen

What a pleasure to have our own 
clubrooms, so much easier than planning 
events around hired premises. The library 
is set out very tidily.

Our social evenings on the second 
Thursday in the month are popular. 
We have food and entertainment, all 
are welome. Wellsford builder, Roger 
Farr showed us some old films on our 
November night. One on the development 
of Auckland in the 1960s.

Fifteen of our branch members entered 
their vehicles in the Far North tour in 
November. Of special interest to us was 
that Steven Littin, who lives in America 
and works on Rolls-Royce cars, organised 

Wanganui: Above: “Willing Horse” winner, 
Trevor Roberts. Below: The 1935 Dodge Truck, 
owned by Ivan & Ruth Stick 

Wellington: Above:Roy Southward’s 1912 Ghost in November Rally – photo courtesy of Stan 
Garmonsway. Left: Social Country run 147 – James Webb’s 1912 Buick. Right: Social Country run 160 
– BBQ at the Rimutaka Incline
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for 15 Rolls-Royce Silver Clouds from 
around the world and New Zealand to join 
the tour. Steven is Albie’s son. I mentioned 
in my last report that we farewelled Albie, 
a foundation member of our branch, at our 
October social evening. He has moved to 
Rotorua.

We had a Model A Ford, Morris Minor, 
Chev Impala and Rambler Classic in the 
Wellsford Santa Parade. The Williams 
Family came from Dargaville in the 
Rambler.

Our Christmas function looked very 
festive with tables decorated by Josie and 
Jeanette. We even had the fire engine 
arrive. No! Not with a certain gentleman 
in a red suit on board. Smoke from the 
barbeque had drifted unnoticed in the door 
and set off the smoke alarms. 

West coast  Hemi Te Rakau
Saying goodbye to some and hello to 

others seems to pervade everyone’s lives 
especially as time passes for us all. So, 
with this in mind, Ross and Kaye Turner, 
of Greymouth, are saying goodbye to their 
1929 Pontiac New 6. The old girl (definitely 
not Kaye) is looking for a good home as 
she has become a little too big for them 
to handle with enjoyment. However, Ross 
and Kayes’ VCC days are far from over, 
as they have replaced the Pontiac with a 
1948 Vauxhall 12hp saloon which is giving 
them endless hours of pleasure and miles 
on the road. They took the new car up 
to Westport to attend the A & P Show 
and it ran like a dream. A couple of other 
additions to the West Coast fleet have 
turned up from our members in the Grey 
Valley. Lester and Heather Truman have 
acquired a superb 1958 MGA which has 
been beautifully restored by the previous 
owner who has even lined up all the nuts 
on the spring shackle U bolts. Such has 

been the attention to detail carried on 
throughout the whole reconstruction 
project, that the finished result can only be 
described as “showroom”. Another acquisi-
tion has come to us via a member who lives 
just up the road from where the MGA is 
stabled. John and Margaret Clayton have 
brought another touch of class to life in 
the Ikamatua/Totara Flat area with a 1964 
Morgan now nestled into their garage. This 
car is an older restoration but faithful to 
type in many respects. The fact that both 
Lester and John have been dairy farmers 
all of their lives working and walking at 
the slower pace behind the herds of cows 

to and from the milking shed, seems a 
complete contrast to their current passions 
for the two British sports cars with speed 
built-in. Now to keep some other branch 
members happy and to prevent any sulking 
by certain cadre, we have to mention a 
Model A each time in Idle Torque! So 
guess what, a garage find on the Coast 
has revealed a 1930 Model A Phaeton in 
original condition which had not run since 
1985! So, with a new battery, a check of the 
oil and water, a spark plug, a little bit of air 
in the tyres, a press of the starter and drive 
her home – that’s exactly what happened – 
that’s Model A’s, you find them everywhere.

West Coast: Lester Truman and his immaculate 1958 MGA

West Coast: John and Margaret Clayton bring their 1964 Morgan in for a perfect landing.
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32 years experience • qualified tradesman •  
cars • trucks • tractors • motorbikes • full or part restorations undertaken 

cars for sale go to www.scottsrestorations.com

P 03 314 4992 M 027 221 8092 email thescotts@scorch.co.nz

FORMERLY PEARSONS VINTAGE CARS

Classic and Vintage Restorations
North caNterbury
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on


