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Contact National Office for all queries 
regarding VICs, logbooks, historic race licences, 
lighting endorsement, registration of vehicles, 
address changes, subscriptions, membership 
cards, speed events.

The Vintage Car Club Of New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office, 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273
Email admin@vcc.org.nz

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA 
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn
Christchurch 8443
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo
Whakatane 3159
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE 
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE 
PO Box 329, Gore 9740
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY 
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA 
PO Box 458, Levin 5540
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 
KING COUNTRY
C/- 34 House Ave,
Taumarunui 3920
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU 
PO Box 385
Palmerston North 4440
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON 
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND 
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE 
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield
Auckland 1042
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO 
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA 
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY 
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND 
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO 
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa,
Balclutha 9273
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI 
C/- 118A Carrington St,
New Plymouth 4310
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO 
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE 
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield
Auckland 0629
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI 
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941 
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST 
C/- 9 Stafford Rd,
Hokitika 7882
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2012.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
always welcome.
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any 
available information to: 
Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable. 
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
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Photographs supplied by John Stanley. 

A period prang down Gisborne way. Could be Waioeka Gorge?

Photographs from David Phillips collection.
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Wairarapa Branch all steamed up, see Idle 
Torque, page 43

This Model A is just one of the several 
vehicles up for sale in our marketplace 
this issue, page 35. 

Dave Mayhew entertains us with the 
trials and tribulations of getting his 
Ambassador running sweetly, page 28.
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president’s 
message

By the time you receive this issue we 
will be holding our National Annual 
General Meeting and Executive Meeting 
at Hamilton. I hope that as many of you 
as possible can attend the meetings and 
enjoy the Waikato hospitality. You will 
be introduced to the Rally Director for 
the 2016 International Rally in Otago, 
and will have the opportunity to give her 
your thoughts about what you consider is 
important for a rally of this magnitude. 
Feedback from members who have 
attended these large events previously 
is important to the committee planning 
this event. We have already implemented 
some changes to the way this event will 
run, and this will be your opportunity to 
influence the planning process.

 This year we have managed to fill the 
three vacant positions on the manage-
ment committee without the need for a 
vote. We thank those members retiring 
from the committee and congratulate the 
three new members on their election. As 
usual there is plenty of work ahead for the 
committee and we look forward to the 
input of the three new members. 

John Chynoweth has produced a well 
researched and thought-provoking paper 
on the future of National Easter Rallies. 
A number of issues arise and need to be 
addressed. The South Island rallies are 
always very well attended, but in recent 
years numbers attending the North Island 
Easter Rallies have been low by compar-
ison. The amount of travel on busy roads 
at a major holiday weekend is a factor 
in this. I have been approached about 
the possibility of running more localised 
events by branches, especially for Vintage 
and Veteran vehicles, but at present they 
would clash with the national events and 
take numbers away to the detriment of 
the major event. We need to take a careful 
look at what our members want, and what 
best suits those needs to promote the use 
of our earlier vehicles.

The Speed Steward, Ron Hassell, Tony 
Haycock and I met with the General 
Manager of Motorsport New Zealand and 
Historic Racing Commission members 
this month and had a fruitful discussion 
on our agreement with Motorsport, the 
acceptance of each others documentation 
and the interpretation of eligibility rules. 
There has been an issue about a small 
number of vehicles from around the 1960 

as we see it

In New Zealand we are able to drive our 
Historic vehicles on public roads without 
let or hindrance. This is a rare privilege in 
first world countries where log books and 
restrictions are the norm.

This freedom we all enjoy is under 
threat!

We all need to take responsibility and 
drive in a manner that does not draw 
attention to ourselves when we are out and 
about in our old vehicles.

I was returning to Christchurch from 
the very enjoyable Irishman rally on the 
Monday of Queen’s Birthday weekend in 
a modern vehicle as, due to circumstances, 
I was unable to travel to Fairlie in an 
eligible car.

Between Fairlie and Geraldine I came 
up behind a truck and trailer traveling 
at 70 kph and found that one of our 
Canterbury Branch member’s cars in front 
of the truck was the cause of the slow 
speed. I was able to identify the car from 
its number plate and the Irishman rally 
pack info sheet detailing owners and cars.

A large tail of traffic soon formed 
behind us. We travelled in this manner, at 
70 kph, for some 30 kilometres and consid-
erable time with an ever growing tail. The 
truck needed a long straight to be able to 
pass and he finally achieved this about 5 
kilometres before Geraldine. I was then 
able to pass the Vintage car and I presume 
the, by now, very long tail was eventually 
also able to get past. 

There were multiple opportunities for 
the Vintage car driver to pull over with 
complete safety during that period when 
we were all behind him.  He took none of 
them but steadfastly clung to his imagined 
right to do the speed he wished without 
a moment’s thought for other road users. 
The driver, at best, showed poor driving 
skills by being unaware of the traffic 
behind him or at worst had a selfish and 
ignorant attitude or maybe he just didn’t 
care. Either way, the potential damage to 
the Vintage Car Club and its members is 
likely to be damaging and long lasting.

It is this type of behavior that will 
ensure that we have restrictions applied to 
the usage of our Historic vehicles.

We MUST drive with consideration for 
other road users or risk losing the freedoms 
we currently take for granted.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

cut-off date, which have competed in our 
grids at combined events. An agreement 
was reached in relation to several vehicles, 
and it was agreed that vehicles in this 
category will be reviewed as necessary 
at the meeting with our Speed Steward 
each year. We all want to ensure that our 
historic vehicles can continue to compete 
against similar vehicles in an appropriate 
grid, and that safety remains paramount.

Having just read Kevin Clarkson’s 
column As we see it I wish to endorse his 
comments and reiterate to members that 
such lack of consideration for other road 
users is not only unacceptable but also 
poses a real danger for this organisation 
and our future right to use old vehicles on 
the road. Holiday weekends always create 
a problem for members with very old or 
slow cars, but if you do not wish to pull off 
the road every few minutes, it is better to 
plan your trip for when traffic is lighter. 
I would encourage members witnessing 
this type of driving to have a word with 
the member, or perhaps advise your club 
captain.

On a sad note, it is with regret that we 
have been notified of the death of one of 
our Founder Members. Clem McLaughlan 
of Ashburton was a founder member of the 
Club but had a break for several years after 
the recess in the mid fifties and rejoined 
several years later. I had the pleasure of 
presenting him with a 50 year badge a 
couple of years ago. Our condolences go to 
all of the McLaughlan family.

John Coomber
National President

John Coomber
National President
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AUGUST

 11 Canterbury Around The Bays Motorcycle 
Run

 11 Waikato National AGM at Hamilton
 12 Hawke’s Bay Club Run
 12 Nelson Club Run
 12 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 18-19 Manawatu Trip to Whangamomona
 19 Canterbury Run & High Tea
 19 Gisborne Club Run
 19 Hawke’s Bay Monthly Run
 19 North Shore Triple Combined Rally
 19 Otago P60V Rally
 19 Taupo Club Captain’s Run
 19 Waikato Ladies Rally
 19 Wanganui Rally to Feilding Coach 

Museum
 24-26 North Otago Pre 39 Run
 25 Canterbury Fish and Chip Motorcycle Run
 15 Rotorua Sulphur City Rally
 26 Bay of Plenty Sunday Run
 26 Wellington Leprechaun Rally
 31-2 Waikato Long Touring Weekend

SEPTEMBER
 1 Canterbury Junior Drivers Rally
 1 Waimate Swap Meet
 2 Northland Daffodil Run
 8 Banks Peninsula Summit Road Hillclimb
 9 Ashburton Opening Run combined with 

Sth Canterbury
 9 Auckland Annual PV, PWV, P60,P80 Rally
 9 Banks Peninsula Kinlock Rd Hillclimb
 9 Waikato Kairangi Hill Climb
 15 Northland Branch 50th year Celebrations
 15 Rotorua Branch 40th Year Celebration
 15 Taranaki Rubber Duckie Motorcycle 

Rally
 16 Canterbury Motorcycle Rough Run
 16 Hawke’s Bay Monthly Run
 16 Horowhenua Citvin Challenge
 16 Manawatu Vintage Only Rally
 16 Nelson Nelson Sporting Trials

 16 Rotorua Club Run
 16 Taupo Champagne Breakfast Run
 22 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
 22 Central Otago Blossom Festival Rally
 22 Waikato Post Vintage Rally
 22-23 Bay of Plenty Waikato two day cruise
 23 Central Otago Swap Meet @ Cromwell
 23 Wellsford/Wkwth Club Run to Naval Museum
 23 Wanganui Ladies Run
 29 Canterbury Annual Awards Dinner
 30 Banks Peninsula Opening Run
 30 Gisborne Navigators’ Run
 30 Horowhenua Car Show

 OCTOBER
 5 Northland Barbeque and Night Rally
 6 Banks Peninsula Pomeroy Trophy
 6 Manawatu Swap meet
 6-7 Gore Combined Rally to Te Anau
 6-7 Otago 51th Dunvegan Rally
 6-7 Sth Otago Combined Rally Te Anau
 7 Ashburton Spring Rally
 7 Wairarapa Janice Groves Rally
 12-14 Canterbury Swap Meet
 12-13 King Country Journey Through Time
 13 Northland Matakohe Museum Early 

Settler’s Day 
 14 Bay of Plenty Swap Meet & Market
 15-26  4th Veteran & Vintage Tour
 19-22 Hawke’s Bay Hawke’s Bay Safari
 20-21 Auckland Annual Hunua 100 Rally
 20-22 Central Otago Dunstan Gold 150th 

Anniversary
 20-22 Taupo Chairman’s Run
 21 Wellington Heritage Rally
 26-28 Banks Peninsula Wigram Revival Race Meet
 27-28 Canterbury Girder Fork Motorcycle Rally
 28 Wanganui Cross Hills Run

NOVEMBER
 2/3 Northland Far North Tour
 3 Canterbury Annual Veteran Rally
 3 Otago 40th Taieri Tour

 3 Wellington Annual Rally
 4 Banks Peninsula Peninsula Run
 9-11 Wairarapa Peter Chisholm Rally
 10 Waikato Veteran Rally
 11 Canterbury Homestead Run
 11 Central Hawke’s Bay Veteran Run
 11 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
 14 Taupo Posh Afternoon Tea
 16-18 Canterbury Show Weekend Tour
 17 Nth Otago Swapmeet
 18 Banks Peninsula Veteran Rally
 18 Hawke’s Bay Homestead Run
 18 Rotorua BBQ Run
 18 Taupo Posh Afternoon Tea
 18 Waikato Swap Meet
 18 Wanganui Posh Picnic 

Blue Smoke & Pedals
 23-25 Auckland Annual Motorcycle Rally & 

Swap Meet
 24-25 Wairarapa Gold Medal M/C
 24 Otago Commercial/Veteran Rally
 25 Banks Peninsula Hawkeswood Sprint
 25 Horowhenua Christmas Dinner
 26 Wellington Social Country Run

DECEMBER
 1 Canterbury Christmas Night Run & Social
 1 North Otago Windsor Rally
 2 Canterbury Children’s Christmas Picnic
 2 Waikato Club Event
 5 Wanganui Restoration of Year clubnight
 8 Canterbury Veteran Picnic Run
 

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy 
of the dates published in this column we advise readers to 
confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC National Events
2013
National Veteran Rally Southland 1 - 3 Feb
National Motorcycle Rally Northland 15 - 17 Feb
South Island Easter Rally Sth Canty  29 March - 1 April
North Island Easter Rally Wairarapa  29 March - 1 April
National Commercial Rally Gisborne Labour Weekend

Total     engine overhauls
Contact

Phone
Fax

Mobile

EmailShirley
MOTORS
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VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns
National Office Manager

National Annual General Meeting
The Club’s annual general meeting and 

executive meeting takes place in Hamilton 
on 11 August 2012.  The Executive also 
meet on 10/11 August.  (The Executive is 
made up of each Branch Chairman and 
one other delegate plus the Management 
Committee).  Your delegate will report 
as to the proceedings that take place.  
The minutes for the executive meeting 
are distributed to each branch secretary 
and all members will receive minutes of 
the annual general meeting, branch office 
details and a list of calendar of events, as 
an insert, in the October/November issue 
of Beaded Wheels.

Important things to Note
Please advise the National Office in 

writing if you have changed address or 
vehicle ownership.

VCC ID Card/Authenticity 
Statement Requirements

Vehicle Identity Card/Authenticity 
Statement applications must go to your 
branch who will deal with them from 
there.  The only exception is a straight 
change of ownership with no alterations 
to a vehicle.  In this case, ask your branch 
secretary for a VIC Change of Ownership 
form, complete this and return it to the 
National Office.

Interested in 
joining the 

Vintage Car Club? 

visit www.vcc.org.nz to download 
membership application forms and your 
local branch contact details, or contact 

your local branch directly for application 
forms and details. See page 2.

All Applications for Vehicle Identity 
Cards and Authenticity Statements 
MUST include photos of the vehicle.  
Applications cannot be processed without 
these.

If you require a lighting endorsement 
for a vehicle, you must complete both 
the Vehicle Identity Card/Authenticity 
Statement application form and lighting 
endorsement form and return these to 
your branch secretary for processing. 

Branch Transfer
Any wish to transfer branches requires 

the completion of a transfer form.  This 
can be obtained through your Branch 
Secretary and must be fully completed 
before being sent to the National Office.

VCC Speed Events
It is compulsory for any member 

entering a VCC Speed Event to hold a 
current VCC Historic Racing Licence and 
VCC Log Book for the vehicle they are 
using.  

If you currently hold a VCC Historic 
Racing Licence, please keep an eye on 
the expiry date and if it needs renewing, 
please forward it, along with $23.00 and a 
new one will be issued.

All application forms for the above 
are obtainable from your branch, the 
VCC website or the National Office.

The Willys Overland Knight Registry 

is the world’s best source of literature on 

Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 

manufactured by the Willys organisation – 

Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 

to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871 Phone 06 377 3064 

Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND CHAPTER

LUCAS CLASSIC 

TYRES
2850 Temple Ave.,Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA
1-562-595-6721

www.lucasclassictires.com

BEST
PRICES!
200 Sizes
15 Brands
We Ship

Worldwide
FREE

CATALOG 

HORSELESSAUTO.COM

SPECIALISING IN FINE AUTOMOBILES

Vehicle Location Service
Pre Purchase Inspection
Consulting & Appraisals

Exporting Service
Hershey AACA Swap Meet Tour Oct 2012

Auction Service
Brokering

Parts location service
Shipping- Transportation service

Contact Robert Benge VCCNZ Member
Email horselessauto@gmail.com 

PH 001 646 266 2245 
New York USA

Founding Member 
It is with much sadness that the club 
received news of the recent death of one 
of our club’s founding members, Clem 
McLaughlan. Our condolences go to Clem’s 
family and friends.
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Militaire Mystery
Further to Mr Steve Prince’s letter in 

Beaded Wheels 316 concerning the West 
Coast Militaire motorcycle, I am able to 
shed some light on its demise.  During 
September 1970 on a visit to Hokitika I 
collected parts of this machine from an 
elderly gentleman who had found them 
on the Hokitika rubbish dump.  They 
included part of the frame, both artillery-
type wooden wheels, cylinder barrels and 
other assorted parts.  He and his wife were 
moving to Christchurch, and some weeks 
later a further quantity of small parts were 
received in the mail from him.

At the time I was engaged in restoring 
one I had purchased from Gisborne.  This 
machine had been bought new by a Mr 
Maangu Beattie from the Tourist Motor 
Company in Napier, who imported 20 
after WWI.  This machine had passed 
through several hands before ending up in 
the ownership of George Johns.  Together 
with a Mr Bannister, he had built a motor-
cycle which they called the Maori.  My 
late father could well remember riding the 
Maori around Gisborne streets.

The Militaire engine was later fitted 
into a light homebuilt aeroplane.  The 
remaining parts I purchased from George 
Johns’ grandson, Maynard Johns, in early 
1970, together with an engine supplied by 
the late Barry Williams of Auckland, and 
I was able to nearly complete a Militaire 
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The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or refuse 
publication of any item  submitted as comment. The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the 
publishers. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

mailbag

which I on-sold to Dale Conlon in Nelson.  
This was mentioned in issue 315.

Glen Bull, Masterton

The Militaire and the Model A
Recently I acquired a copy of the 

ownership papers of a Militaire Motorcycle 
registered to Gisborne resident Frederick 
Henderson on 1 April, 1927. The engine 
number is quoted as 1131, and the chassis 
number 8205. There are no other owners 
listed on the paper.

On checking through my list of 
Gisborne registrations for the 1926-27 year 
(thank you Mike Curry) I found that this 
Militaire was registered with the number 
plate 7110. Should a Militaire aficionado 
have a photo of that bike I would be 
pleased to receive a copy to put with my 
records.

I have delved through my list of 
Gisborne motor registrations in the East 
Coast Directory for the 1922 year (which 
lists all motor registrations from No. 1 
to No. 1634 in the Gisborne Borough 
Council and No. 1 to No. 317 in the 
Cook County Council), and no Militaires 
appear there, neither do any appear in the 
1925-26 list of motor registrations. For that 
year all vehicles were re-registered with the 
new “NZ” prefix number plates, thereafter 
only new registrations were recorded each 
year.

The article by Peter Alderdice in 
Beaded Wheels 315 notes that produc-
tion of the Militaire ceased around 1919, 
so where this one was domiciled until 1 
April, 1927, is anyone’s guess.

Page 2 of Beaded Wheels 316 depicted a 
Model A pickup festooned with religious 
proclamations with a man of ample 
proportions standing by it. While I don’t 

recall that truck, there was a very large 
man (Joe Onion) who lived on the East 
Coast (possibly Tolaga Bay) who in the 
late ‘50s and early ‘60s owned a Jailbar 
Ford V8 panel van similarly decorated 
but to a lesser extent and travelled up and 
down the East Coast spreading the word 
of God. I recall that following his death 
the V8 was at one time owned by the 
Tyresoles agent in Gisborne.

Rodney Clague

Port Waikato Vintage
Frank Metcalf’s reminiscence in Beaded 

Wheels 313 about a fascinating car near 
Port Waikato stimulates my nostalgia 
about this car. This was a Daimler with 
a big wide coupe body of aluminium and 
in need of panel work. The motor was a 
straight six Oldsmobile with triple carbs 
which indicated a less than regal recent 
life. The spare original gearbox was a pre 
selector type. It was claimed that this car 
may have earlier been a mayoral car in 
Auckland. The same property also had a 
Model A convertible pickup. This was the 
first car I helped to rescue and a year after 
I bought my first book about Vintage cars.

In 1961, with an older tow truck, the 
Daimler was towed initially about 40 miles 
to Papakura. On route while stopping to 
fill the tow truck’s boiling radiator, we met 
a son who was returning to the Daimler 
property. He was driving a custom-built 
aluminium bodied sports coupe based on 
a Morris Minor, so maybe he had seen the 
potential of the Daimler, but then realised 
the amount of work and skills required.

The car was initially stored in west 
Auckland but the owner, Ian, instead 
trained to support people’s faith, rather 
than restore cars. We did however restart 
one of his Austin 7s, after an engine swap, 
but that and the traffic officer is another 
story.

So where does this car’s story continue 
after 51 years?

Warwick Graham, Takanini

Duck Hunting Season?
Some people have short memories, 

including our national president, to call 
the ex Seabrook supercharged Austin 7 
the Rubber Duck. Was not the Austin 
Ulster known as the Rubber Duck? The 
car was advertised at Hampton Downs as 
Rubber Duck. Perhaps this is where the 
error started.

My son has a letter from Herb Gillroy 
who co-owned the Seabrook Austin with 
Ron Roycroft stating that the car was not 
known as Rubber duck. Hope this clears 
this matter up. 

John Phillips



Looking for a survivor
This photo is of the 1929 Austin 7 

Tourer  Rego CY3381  which I owned as a 
schoolboy.

It was one of the first A7s to have coil 
rather than magneto ignition.

I bought it in 1961 from Harold Kidd 
who was for many years the Hon. Solicitor 
for VCC. My father and I spent just over 
two years rebuilding it, and I used it as 
transport for a further three years.

From memory, the chassis number 
was 68903 and the engine – (crankcase) 
number was 69244.

If the car is still alive, and the current 
owner is interested, I have turned up a 
number of other photos of the car being 
dismantled and then rebuilt – which may 
be of interest.

Peter Anderson
Batemans Bay, Australia

A Marshal’s Woes
Having recently marshalled on a time 

check for Waikato Branch annual Double 
50 Rally, we have noticed an increasing 
number of P60 vehicles, 34 out of 96 
entrants.

Maybe this is because we are all getting 
older and like a little more comfort in the 
inclement weather that we get in June.

I have no problem with this as I am 
finding it increasingly difficult to get in 
and out of our Healey Sprite, especially 
with the roof on.

My main concern is not about our age 
and arthritic joints, but about the speed 
that cars travel through our time checks.

In the Waikato we have for many years 
timed without stopping the entrants. All 
we ask is that they slow down to walking 
pace in order for us to record their rally 
number and time.

With the advent of more P60s we are 
finding that they are not slowing down 
sufficiently, so come on all you keen 
rallyists, when you are asked to slow down, 
please do so.

Alternatively, try standing out on 
a checkpoint sometime. Without our 
marshals we could not hold a rally.

Russell Hutcheson

Classification Updates
Some time ago I had a letter published 

in Beaded Wheels suggesting that our 
Club’s present classification is not, in my 
opinion, conducive to us attracting younger 

members to our club. It would be fair to 
say that at that time there appeared little 
support for changing the present classifica-
tion. Our present system only considers 
vehicles made between 1919 and 1928 as 
genuine Vintage cars and all others are 
nominated as Post Vintage, and various 
other classifications. It is my view that the 
present system does nothing to encourage 
younger people who are more interested in 
the cars that they were brought up with. 
This is evident with the success of clubs 
such as the Classic Car Clubs. Another 
reason is that it costs around $30 for a 
yearly subscription whereas ours is over 
$100.

Recently I received our new membership 
cards and note that the heading on the 
covering letter was “The Historic Vehicle 
Authority of New Zealand” with the name 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc) in 
smaller print.

Having seen this I would again like to 
raise the question of classifications and 
consider that groups such as the following 
would be more appropriate in todays 
environment and give all historic vehicles 
equivalent status:

Historic Vehicles of New Zealand Pre 1919
Historic Vehicles of New Zealand of the 1920s
Historic Vehicles of New Zealand of the 1930s
Historic Vehicles of New Zealand of the 1940s

And onto the latest historical models 
accepted into our club. I believe this 
grouping would more accurately define 
our vehicles. There may be other options 
to consider and I challenge the National 
Executive and our membership to take 
this opportunity of moving forward and 
addressing the membership issue.

Don and Maureen  Hall

Another Viewpoint
I am sure that many readers of Beaded 

Wheels were interested in Maurice Hendry’s 
article Buick and Rolls-Royce: An insight 
to their relationship in Beaded Wheels 315, 
but others were perhaps perplexed by Mr 
Hendry’s habit of quoting out of context, 
confusing chronology, and making asser-
tions which are not substantiated by any 
evidence he presents.

Where are the references to the stock-
piled 40/50 chassis? Were these new, or to 
be rebuilt from war-time staff car produc-
tion?

WA Robotham’s Silver Ghosts and Silver 
Dawn mentions the purchase of Buicks, 
but specifically after 1923, by which time 
Rolls-Royce had the 20hp well in produc-
tion. Considering that Rolls-Royce had 
by that time at least 15 years of experi-
ence in designing and building 6-cylinder 
cars, dating back to a time when Buicks 
were still building 2-cylinder engines, it is 
difficult to imagine Rolls-Royce actively 

searching out the then new Buick 6 
cylinder engine in 1914, by which time 
Rolls-Royce had much more pressing 
problems than analysing a primitive splash 
and oilcan lubricated engine.

Work on the 20hp engine started 
within two weeks of the Armistice, and is 
there any evidence that Rolls-Royce at that 
early stage had acquired a Buick 6-cylinder 
engine to help them?

Mr Hendry does not give the reference 
for WO Bentley’s purported comment 
about the 20hp Rolls-Royce being “really 
a Buick in essence,” and if he did write it, 
perhaps he was feeling a tad dyspeptic.

For Mr Hendry’s information, the 20hp 
had little influence on the Phantoms I 
or II, which grew out of the Silver Ghost 
design, and certainly nothing to do 
with the V12 Phantom III; perhaps he is 
confused by the lineage of the 20hp which 
extends right through the “small engine” 
designs to the final Silver Cloud 4.9 litre 
in the 1950s.

By the time the National Geographic 
advertisement appeared in February 1940, 
the un-named English car company was 
probably again occupied fully in helping 
Britain and the Commonwealth trying to 
survive the war which had overwhelmed 
much of Europe, while Buicks were still 
able to be sold to isolationist Americans. 
The caption allegedly quoted from 
Robotham’s book adds an exclamation 
point, and fails to quote the following 
sentence, which read “The trouble was 
that our car, unladen, weighed 2½ tons, 
where the Buick was at least 25% lighter.”

Is there any evidence that the Royal 
Family bought another Buick after the Mrs 
Simpson episode? It is certainly interesting 
that the first Russian ZIS cars had Buick 
ancestry, but that is hardly relevant to the 
Buick/Rolls-Royce assertions.  It is easy to 
sense Laurence Pomeroy’s frustration, and 
the future difficult relationship Mr Hendry 
had with Motor Sport magazine, and with 
the late Beverley Rae Kimes of Automobile 
Quarterly.

The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 
is a broad-based church of ideas, and 
Beaded Wheels is surely not the forum for 
spurious information to be published.

AT King

Top-End Cars
The article written by Maurice Hendry 

in issue 315 about the relationship between 
Rolls-Royce and Buick was very inter-
esting. It will help to explode some of the 
myths many people may have about it.

Also the same in connection with 
Bentley (before WO Bentley’s company 
was bailed out by Rolls-Royce). There 
are also a lot of myths in connection 
with Roll-Royce and Rover. Rolls-Royce 

mailbag
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being inspired by some aspects of Rover 
engineering.

Maurice also says the American built 
Springfield Rolls-Royce build quality was 
better than the British. A handful of 
people in Britain who knew that to be the 
case were shrewd enough to import from 
America rather than have one “right on 
their doorstep”. Not that the British ones 
were particularly bad, but many considered 
the Springfield coachwork was superior. 
To be fair though, Britains coachbuilding 
in the early years was second to none, and 
on today’s Roll-Royce and Bentley cars the 
tradition continues. As well as Rolls fitting 
Delco Remy ignition on the Silver Cloud 
models, they also used automatic gearboxes 
from General Motors.

Ken Braddon

Of Big Ends
Maurice’s views on the relationship 

between Rolls-Royce and General Motors 
are well-known, but to redress the balance I 
would quote from Harold Knockold’s Magic 
of a Name, p.176. (also repeated in Volume 
1 of Peter Pugh’s book of the same name).

Maurice Olley, the General Motors 
engineer who worked for Rolls-Royce 
in the United States during both wars 
recounted that:

“It appears in 1928, when General 
Motors opened the 4-mile speed loop at 
their proving ground at Milford, Michigan, 
not a single car – whether made by 
General Motors or any other American 
manufacturer – could cover more than two 
laps at full throttle without ruining its big 
ends. At that moment there arrived on 
the scene a stately Rolls-Royce Phantom I 
with a massive Barker 7-passenger landau-
lette body destined for the private use 
of Mr Sam McLaughlin, the head of the 
Canadian Buick company. The Rolls was 
promptly tried out on the track and, to 
everyone’s amazement, it proceeded to lap 
at a steady 80 mph without the slightest 
signs of trouble. The engine was immedi-
ately dismantled and examined to discover 
the Derby ‘Know-how’, with the result that 
within two years every American car had 
durable big ends.”

If a Phantom was good enough for the 
boss of the Canadian Buick company, Mr 
McLaughlin, then it can’t have been all 
bad, and clearly it taught the Yanks a thing 
or two about big ends!

Roy Tilley
Technical Liaison Officer
New Zealand Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Club Inc.  
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Birdwood is a small town in of South 
Australia approximately 30 miles north 
of Adelaide. The place seemed typical 
of small towns in South Australia with 
lovely original brick and stone buildings 
which only a refugee from quake-ravaged 
Christchurch can fully appreciate and 
envy. At first sight there did not appear to 
be much else of note.

We parked on a side street outside 
a rather modern building which to my 
surprise carried the words “National 
Motor Museum”. At that moment my 
rather sedate tour suddenly assumed an 
exciting new dimension although my 
enthusiasm was dampened by my three 
companions’ decision to abandon me at 
the museum for the next hour and a half 
while they doubled the town’s population 
and had lunch. 

The town is named after a General 
William Birdwood who commanded the 
Australian troops at Gallipoli in 1915 and 
in other battles in WWI. He eventually 
became Governor General.

A three storey flour mill was built 
in Birdwood in the 1850s replaced by 
another four storey mill in 1888. When it 
became redundant in the late 1940s two 
motoring enthusiasts, Jack Kaines and Len 
Vigar purchased it to house their vehicle 
collection. Eventually the partnership 
transferred to a private company being 
promoted as the Birdwood Mill Pioneer 
Art and Motor Museum. The Dunstan 
Government bought the collection in 
1976 opening the museum to the public 
in December 1998 when the exhibition 
moved into new purpose-built facilities. 
It has established its reputation as the 
National Motor Museum and is recog-
nised internationally. 

The main museum building houses the 
reception and souvenir shop and special 
exhibition space which is set aside for such 

Words Grant Hitchings 
Photo Jeremy Lidstone 

the way we were

The original Birdwood Mill Pioneer Art and Motor Museum.

things as safe driving interactive terminals, 
a few noteworthy vehicles and examples 
of cars made in South Australia. There is 
another large pavilion featuring Vintage, 
Veteran, classic and special modern 
vehicles and attached to it a large hall 
housing a vast collection of all types of 
motorcycles. There is also an education 
centre for school parties, a restored 1920s 
service station and a replicated garage of 
similar era with a very beaten-up 1925 
Studebaker tourer awaiting attention. 

The museum grounds are spacious with 
an area set aside for picnicking including 
barbecue and playground equipment. I was 
told that on most weekends the museum is 
the venue for much car club activity. There 
are also sheds housing museum equipment 
in the grounds and holding pride of place 
a concrete statue entitled The Fossil in the 
likeness of an FJ Holden. 

The museum is famous for the Bay to 
Birdwood – a biennial rally for pre-1956 
vehicles, which is claimed to be the 
largest one-day motoring event of its 
type in the world attracting over 1800 
entries. Thousands of people line the 50 
mile route to watch the vehicle procession 
which usually takes about two hours to 
pass. On the alternate year the museum 
runs the Bay to Birdwood Classic which 
caters for vehicles made between 1956 to 
1977. The run is jointly organised by the 
Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs of 
South Australia.

For 1950s and 1960s vehicles, the 
museum stages the yearly Rock and Roll 
Rendezvous attracting hundreds of yank 
tanks, original Australian-made Fords and 
Holdens as well as heavily modified hot 
rods. 

There were many cars of makes that 
were unknown to me such as a Chic 
1921-29, Dixi 1914, Phoenix three wheeler 

of 1906, and 1924 Summit. Evidently 
South Australia has a long history of 
motor vehicle manufacture and this gave 
rise to the many unusual car makes on 
display. There were many Veteran cars but 
it seemed relatively few Vintage models 
(1919 –1931). As expected there was a large 
number of classic vehicles, all polished 
up and looking magnificent. Additional 
displays included commercial vehicles, 
historic race and sports cars and a special 
area featuring non-petrol powered cars 
and those with ultra-high fuel economy. 
These included a couple of vehicles run 
by solar power and an impressive 1899 
Shearer steamer. A 1974 steam sports car 
was alongside.

I found a number of vehicles of special 
interest. These included a 1963 Lightburn 
Zeta sports car (a famous lemon), a 
Peugeot chassis of 1897 unearthed in 1969 
– the oldest exhibit, and a unique and 
fascinating white painted 1904 Ohlmeyer 
jigger. Its maker, Albert Ohlmeyer, built 
his car with a pivoting steering column. 
If, in the rainy season, it was in danger of 
becoming bogged he could lighten it by 
stepping out and driving it while walking 
alongside. With a chassis and body of red 
gum he solved the problem of rust as well. 

Probably the vehicle with greatest 
historic significance in the collection is a 
restored 1908 Talbot. With drivers Dutton 
and Aunger it travelled 2,200 miles (3,500 
km) from Adelaide to Darwin in 1908 
while experiencing snow, desert and jungle 
conditions on mainly roadless terrain. 

Unfortunately the great number of 
motorcycles, and my time constraint made 
it difficult to inspect that display properly 
but I think a National Motorcycle Rally 
in New Zealand could produce an equal 
variety of old bikes. I was fascinated by an 

NATIONAL 
MOTOR MUSEUM
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unusual, small 1938 two stroke Excelsior 
motorcycle with water cooling.

I have been to a number of classy motor 
museums in New Zealand and Japan and 
the National Motor Museum of Australia 
would be up with the best of them. There 
is generous space around each exhibit 
for easy viewing but the best feature for 
me was the care that had gone into the 
labelling of every vehicle on display. A 
quarter-round plaque was used to display 
the text relating to each exhibit and I 
found the information clear and concise. I 
can thoroughly recommend a visit.
Note: One exhibit that took my eye was a 
collection of five lovely little children’s 

pedal cars. The text with them detailed 
how one André Citroën was the first 
European car manufacturer to introduce 
cars to the nursery. Only three years after 
he opened his car factory in Paris in 1919 
he introduced toy cars that were scale 
replicas of production cars. He reportedly 
said that the first words a child should learn 
should be ‘Mama’, ‘Papa’ and ‘Citroën’. BW

The graceful lines and elegant curves of the 1904 Ohlmeyer jigger, with pivotting steering column.

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by
Graeme Rice

timelines

100 YEARS AGO

1912 – Time was running out for horses in 
business. Owners switching to motor vans 
quoted huge savings over old Dobbin. Mr 
John Bisset of Oamaru claimed his Overland 
Delivery Van cost just £22.4.6d including 
petrol and tyres for six months. His Overland 
did the work of three horses which cost 12/- 
each a week for feed. Shoeing cost 18/- a 
month and the wages for a man to do this 
for six months was £15.12.6d. Total cost of 
horses for six months was £52.4.0d - almost 
£30 more than the van!

75 YEARS AGO

1937 – Under the headline Record Breaking 
Monster details of Capt. G.E.T. Eyston’s new 
Thunderbolt emerged. This eight wheeled, 
seven ton record breaker was powered by two 
supercharged 2350bhp, V12, 36,582cc Rolls-
Royce “R” type engines. With 4700bhp the 
top speed was expected to be 320 to 350mph, 
enough to beat Sir Malcolm Campbell’s 
record of 301.1mph. 

But how was it that 19 years later, the remains 
of this remarkable car supposedly came to be 
buried somewhere near Wellington’s Airport?

50 YEARS AGO

1962 – MG launched the MG B, the world’s 
favourite sports car until Mazda’s MX5 came 
along 27 years later, and sold more than 
400,000 units. Big steps for MG were unitary 
construction, wind-up windows and a well-
equipped interior. BMC enlarged the 1622cc 
B series, twin SU, ohv unit, to 1798cc giving 
the new B 92bhp and a maximum of 107mph.

30 YEARS AGO

1982 – Ford offered four extra Cortina 
models. The new $14,280 S topped 170km/h, 
handled well and felt sporty. For $3,700 more 
Garrett or Rymec-IHI turbo models were 
available, both NZ conversions supported by 
Ford’s warranty. Acceleration from 110 to 
150km/h was described as wicked!

Third was a CNG version, available as a 
dual-fuel or dedicated system.

Nudging $20,000 was the 2.3 litre V6 
Ghia. Plush, lavish, wall to wall luxury was 
complemented by brisk and manageable 
performance, although the testers wished for 
the S model’s greater surefootedness.

 Beaded Wheels 11
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Richard Stanley was an ex Riley 
Lynx owner, who in 1968 had just 
returned from two years charter 

fishing and building on Norfolk Island. 
His friend Earl Gill decided the Sunbeam 
was just the thing for young Stanley; a 
proper Vintage car, even if it was all in 
hundreds of pieces and in two different 
towns 300 miles apart! After recovery from 
Hamilton and Clive it was apparent that 
the parts were complete plus spares enough 
to spark interest and recreate a delightful 
1924 14/40 Sunbeam roadster.

Richard and his brother John spent 
about a month sorting through the pile of 
assorted parts, carefully putting aside all 
the pieces stamped with a “D” which was 
Sunbeam’s manufacturing suffix for 1924.

Restoration commenced with 16 months 
or so of really concerted effort, spurred 
on with the possibility of competing in 
the 1970 Cook Bicentennial International 
Rally in Australia.

The radiator, though sound was badly 
dented and a local elderly tradesman 
took it apart to allow Richard to get at 
the German silver shell and form a new 
backing.

The body was largely rewooded. 
Fortunately the main feature timbers 
running the length of the car and forming 
the top of the body and door were in good 
original condition. Most of the steel panels 

were reproduced accurately and the myste-
rious acrobatic folding rear seat-cum-boot 
figured out.

Attention was paid to the magneto 
ignition and vacuum tank which both 
proved to be working and were retained. 
The Rotax electrics were of the two-pole 
system and of exceptional quality. As each 
component was finished the obsession of 
restoration was rewarded as each completed 
part had a beauty of its own.

The engine proved to be the biggest 
surprise as it was a rare sports version 
with a counterbalanced three bearing 
crankshaft, large Claudel Hobson AZP 
carburettor and a special factory cam.

Some careful attention was given to the 
tappets and a sympathetic camshaft grind.

These details in conjunction with good 
oversize overhead valves allowed for some 
very spirited motoring from time to time.

The car, with only 100 miles under 
its tyres, accompanied Harold Kidd’s 1925 
Nash roadster over to the Australian 
International Rally where it completed 
an extensive Vintage tour between 
Sydney and Melbourne via Albury. This 
tour generated a phenomenal mileage of 
4,000 plus, largely due to the number and 
distance of side excursions that the boys 
made. The Sunbeam did the entire trip 
with the minimum of fuss and fettling 
much to its owners credit.

The engine seemed to have excep-
tional performance and a capacity to rev 
far beyond many of its contemporaries. 
This attribute compensated for the three 
speeds in the gearbox which was a joy 
to use nonetheless. In fact, coupled with 
the faultless worm and nut steering and 
powerful Perrot activated brakes, the 
Sunbeam turned out to be an exception-
ally fast and safe touring machine. This 

From Taradale to Takapuna
Part II – The saga of a Sunbeam Earthquake survivor

The Sunbeam chassis underway at John’s 
Takapuna home.

Richard Stanley and Harold Kidd loading at the 
docks for the 1970 Australian Rally.

Richard and John Stanley pressing on hard in this classic Euan Sarginson photograph.

Words and photos Ian Goldingham
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was especially well demonstrated during 
the 24hr race at Renwick during the 1972 
International Rally in Nelson. Over the 
next seven years in Richard’s care the 
14/40 completed thousands of miles with 
many trips back to Hawke’s Bay and at 
least four trips round the South Island 
with amazing reliability and economy.

The Sunbeam’s next custodian was 
Ernie Williams, a fellow VCC North 
Shore Branch member. He had always 
been impressed by how well the car 
performed at the various Vintage speed 
events in which he was competing with 
his AJS motorcycle. Ernie who already 
had a wide range of experience in driving 
various top-end English cars felt that the 
Sunbeam was a great all round performer. 
He had approached Richard to see if he 
would sell the car several years previously 
but it wasn’t available at that time. When 
Richard decided to move to Melbourne in 
1977, he took the recently restored 20hp 
Big Beam and a mutually acceptable deal 
was stuck so that the 14/40 Beam stayed 
behind in NZ. Richard has regretted that 
decision ever since.

 Ernie spent some time replacing the 
valve guides and giving the Sunbeam a 
new Everflex hood as the original double 
duck version leaked.

The 14/40 became a family tourer with 
Ernie’s wife Doreen in the front and their 

children Mark and Karen in the dickey 
seat. Unfortunately as they got bigger this 
became a concern as it was rather too easy 
to fall out.

 Jacqui Goldingham first saw the 
Sunbeam in 1980. Ernie was kind enough 
to let us have the Sunbeam as one of 
our wedding cars in May 1980, a portent 
of things to come. We went to an old 
garage in Devonport, where it was stored. 
It seemed to me to be the quintessential 
Vintage car. We used it for our wedding 
and the bond was formed.

We asked Ernie for first option to buy – 
but when the time came a few years down 
the track, we were busy restoring an old 
house and had a brand new family. In 1984 
financial pressures and a lack of use urged 
Ernie to pass his car on to another serious 
motoring enthusiast, Diane Humphreys, 
who had driven the 14/40 when owned 
by Richard Stanley. Diane would have 
liked to purchase the Sunbeam earlier, 
when it was on the market in the late ‘70s 
but circumstances did not allow. Diane 
recalls being lucky enough to have the 
support of Keith Humphreys when the 
car came up for sale in the early ‘80s. 
The bank manager at the time allowed a 
mortgage with Keith’s house in Devonport 
as collateral. “I had approximately $8,000 
in my hot little hand being the only 
money I possessed at the time. The Beam 

was stored in those days in a garage in 
Tui Street, Devonport and as an excited 
potential owner I recall not going for a 
“real” drive either; well I did know the car 
didn’t I?”  

Money and custody changed hands and 
so we were pleased to see it remain in 
the area with our friends.  For the next 
few years Keith and Diane did some great 
motoring including a Maunga Moana 
with a most memorable drive down the 
Paraparas.

The Beam started becoming unreliable 
and continuously arrived home on the 
back of a tow wagon. Diane admits she 
became a bit neurotic about it too. The 
Sunbeam’s diff was once again showing 
its engineering weakness under colonial 
conditions. Repairs were always achieved, 
but were often time consuming and 
expensive. They were also slowly but surely 
becoming disillusioned with the VCC, 
the kids were getting more demanding 
of time and money and didn’t want to go 
Vintage motoring. In November 1987 they 
decided to put the Sunbeam up for sale. 
An overseas buyer was interested at the 
time but we were keen to have the Beam 
stay in NZ so sold her to Jacqui and Ian 
Goldingham for what we paid for her.

Jacqui continues with her viewpoint.
As Ian was in the middle of his 1927 

Lea Francis restoration, it was decided 

The Stanley style of driving is epitomised in this series of shots taken at various speed events. 

The newly married Mr and Mrs Goldingham with their wedding brace of Beams. Diane Humphreys and her favourite Vintage car.
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that one of the other Vintage cars would 
have to be sold to help with the new 
purchase. In the end procrastination got 
the better of his good intentions. I got fed 
up and decided if you can’t beat them join 
them. I approached our local bank, photo 
book in one hand and bank statements in 
the other, knowing it was now or never. 
We finally became the latest custodians of 
Sunbeam 5624D.

I approached Frank Delatour to teach 
me how to drive the Sunbeam. A quick 
trip into the Hunuas and I seemed to get 
the idea of how she should be driven as I 
came around a corner to find a Vintage 
Rolls-Royce sideways across the road…
thank God for Sunbeam brakes and 
steering!

The thing I love about the Sunbeam 
is its versatility. A 2/4 seater Vintage 
sports car that’s easy to drive and quick 
to respond either in modern traffic or 
Vintage events.

Serendipity has played a part in uncov-
ering the early life of this car. A chance 
remark by a fellow Sunbeam owner Paul 
Wignall in England led us down a fasci-
nating path of provenance to its original 
owners. The late great Rob Shand, who 

was Penn Scannell’s son in law, came 
up trumps by finding the original “1924 
Road Trip” photographic negatives. This 
capacity to forge on-going friendships, is 
one of the treasures of being a custodian 
of a car like this in the Vintage car 
movement.

Our children Jonathan and Caroline 
don’t remember a time that the Beam 
wasn’t a part of the family. They grew up 
in the dickey seat, being driven around 
New Zealand in all weathers.

This was especially true during the 
1996 50th Anniversary Rally in the South 
Island. We chose Route 7 starting at 
Greymouth. Our Singer Le Mans broke 
down on the Mangaweka hills, so it was 
one month with all four of us packed in 
the Sunbeam with luggage.

The 2002 STD Rally in the South 
Island included a week in Blenheim and 
then a tour down the West Coast in 
the presence of some of the finest cars 
and drivers from NZ and England. A 
memorable moment was watching Richard 
and John Stanley taking turns driving 
the 14/40 Sunbeam around the Queen 
Charlotte Sounds. Their styles of driving 
are quite different.

Old friends reunited: Richard Stanley and Jacqui at speed down the Haast Rd 
in 2002.

We have also been privileged to be 
part of Napier’s Art Deco Weekend for 
many years. As an earthquake survivor the 
Sunbeam has always been a keen starter 
and took a special place in the 2006 75th 
Anniversary.

2008 was a major motoring year 
starting with a 10 day STD Register Tour 
of the East Coast of the North Island. 
Commencing in Auckland it meandered 
around the Coromandel, across to 
Rotorua, back out to Whakatane, round 
the cape, down to Napier, Masterton and 
finally into Wellington. A few weeks 
later it was, down to Napier for the Art 
Deco where we were invited to join an 
epic Easter expedition organised by Roger 
and Dianne White. This involved real 
Vintage driving over both the Molesworth 
and Rainbow roads, before returning to 
Blenheim for the Marlborough Branch 
50th celebrations.

Throughout the years the Sunbeam has 
kept up her quota of motor sport activities 
with regular appearances at the Chelsea 
Hill climb and the Springhill Speed Event.

In recent years with advent of the 
Roycroft Trophy at Hampton Downs, the 
Sunbeam has returned to try its hand at 
track racing. This was more by way of the 
Waitemata Branch Chairman setting an 
example of the enjoyment you can get out 
of your car than by being competitive.

The most magical thing about the 
Sunbeam, is the effect that she has had on 
the people who have owned her. All her 
recent guardians are still involved with 
her in some way on a regular basis. It is a 
car with a personality of its own which has 
added to the joy of ownership for the past 
25 years.

  BW

Molesworth Easter 2008.

2006 Jacqui at the helm during the 75th anniversary 
Napier Art Deco rally.

1996 50th Rally at the gates of Haast.



Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue 
will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 or email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
Dave Mayhew and Doreen Hardy. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. 

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels 
cap!

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEEDAA

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING 
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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It was a struggle to survive and even the big independents such 
as Nash, Studebaker and Hudson knew that eventually there 
must come a wholesale slaughter of companies as the ‘big three’ 

took an increasing share of the market, building their assets and 
production facilities to a level where they could likely ride out 
any sort of downturn. A sales boom after WW1 was followed by 
a sharp recession in 1921 with the market finally moving along by 
the mid-’20s although in 1923-24 alone forty-three makes vanished. 
What to do? Thrust into new markets, try to emulate GM, and 
a number did but few succeeded to any extent. Companion car 
makers ranged from Halladay with their desperately unsuccessful 
Falcon (two months only and probably just a prototype) to the 
runaway successes of Plymouth and Pontiac. The ‘big three’ added 
to the pressure with newcomers such as La Salle, Pontiac, De Soto 
and Lincoln. Struggling makers such as Halladay (1905-1922) had 
no chance of pulling it off yet many otherwise successful companies 
failed in their tilt at a companion make. Why should this be so? 
Rash borrowing or dipping too deeply into reserves to finance 
expensive tooling for a new model would hurt. Bad timing was a 
huge factor, the Depression ending a lot of them, or in the case of 
the colossal blunder that was the Rockne, even worse timing by 
launching it in 1932. Only Ford could get away with that. Perhaps 
a significant reason for the failures was simply the name. Branding 
was as vital then as it is now. Customers wanted a Nash, not an 
Ajax, a Buick, not a Marquette. Most of these companion cars were 
good cars for their time, proven by the fact that quite a number were 
simply renamed and absorbed into the parental stable, surviving 

for years. Ajax is a good example. It became apparent while 
researching this essay that there is a pattern to the rise and fall of 
the companion makes although of course not all fit the ‘formula’.

The decision to produce a companion car is made, sometimes 
from necessity, occasionally from hubris. It is nearly always in the 
low priced field, the toughest market of them all. Encouraging sales 
on introduction followed by a dramatic slowdown. The branding is 
wrong, price too high and competition stiff. An executive decision 
is made to justify the price and become more competitive by 
moving slightly upmarket (Americans tend to have an ingrained 
antipathy to “small”). Bigger engine, longer chassis and four wheel 
brakes. But this costs money so the price has to be raised, resulting 
in simply moving from one price bracket to another with no sales 
increase. The alternative is to take a hit on each car sold which 
may work on a low-volume high-priced model in the GM lineup 
but fatal to everyone else.

Badging is changed to show that this is not really a companion 
car at all. The potential customer can now see that it is not a 
Roosevelt, it’s a Marmon. If tweaking the badging doesn’t boost 
sales the companion car is absorbed or unceremoniously killed off.

 One company that never brought out a companion car was 
Chevrolet. It had no need to as it was already GM’s low priced 
car and its sister divisions were willing and able to have a stab at 
plugging the gaps. Ford entered at the top end with the purchase 
of Leland’s Lincoln in 1922. Chrysler had two very successful 
companion makes with the Plymouth and De Soto. The De Soto 
was not really needed due to the purchase of Dodge but produc-
tion was ready to start in 1929 and it turned into a big winner for 
Chrysler Corp. who, perhaps a bit more astute than others, called 
the Plymouth a Chrysler-Plymouth on its introduction in 1928. No 
doubt about its provenance. Essex was renamed the Terraplane 
in 1933 following fourteen fruitful years for Hudson. The names 
of the companion makes discussed now will be quite familiar to 
most “old car people”. There are a number of more obscure makes 
and later attempts such as the ill-fated Hudson Jet that I have not 
delved into here.

1920s American Companion Cars 

Many car manufacturers looked with envy at General 

Motors who produced different versions of their product 

in a wide spectrum of prices to enable customers from an 

equally wide income band to buy their cars. 

In the 1920s some brands did quite well right up to the 

Depression but many did not. 

Words and Photos Kevin Casey

1927 Oakland 6-54D, owned by Mark Morrison of Kaiapoi, 
photo Mark Brimblecom.
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MARQUETTE 

Pontiac and La Salle became successful 
companion makes for Oakland and 
Cadillac inspiring Buick, whose output 
had been slowly declining, to produce the 
Marquette. It owed more to Oldsmobile 
in its styling and engineering and for the 
first time the Buick lineup included a side-
valve engine. The new Marquette was built 
on a 114” wheelbase, sporting a distinc-
tive herringbone grille and retailing in the $1,000 price range. 
Rushed into production with vigorous promotion on 1 June 1929 it 
received favourable press reports acclaiming, among other things, 
70 mph performance. Unfortunately it ran headlong into the stock 
market crash resulting in slow sales which sorely tried the patience 
of Buick’s management. Before the project was scrapped 35,000 
Marquettes were produced, all designated 1930. The Marquette 
badge is a good illustration of one of the reasons many companion 
makes failed. Photo 1 shows the usual Marquette badge while 
photo 2 is the rare later version showing Buick has belatedly 
connected their well-known badge to Marquette in recognition 
that the buyer prefers to be a Buick owner even if he can’t afford 
a real one.

ERSKINE 

President of Studebaker, Albert Erskine, 
was fond of all things European. Like so 
many other manufacturers he coveted the sheer 
volume of production that Ford and Chevrolet were 
capable of. To compete in this low priced field he ordered a new 
car to be created with appealing European styling, the Erskine, its 
name supposedly chosen at the behest of his staff. Styled by Ray 
Dietrich and dubbed “The Little Aristocrat”, the Erskine proved 
popular in Europe but failed to catch on in the USA largely due 
to its price. Erskine debuted in 1927 and immediately went head 
to head with the new Ford Model A which undercut the Erskine 
by a whopping $470, forcing Studebaker to get out of competi-
tion with Ford by moving upmarket. To do that, engine capacity 
was increased and the chassis lengthened by 6" among other 
improvements. Selling 95,104 units in four years the Erskine was 
not a complete flop but this number was well below the volume 
needed to cover production costs. In May 1930 as the Depression 
tightened its grip, the Erskine became the Studebaker 6.

There was no attempt to connect the Erskine insignia to 
Studebaker. A later version of this badge has an outer ring of black 
enamel and another rare version has no “clover” design.

JEWETT

Harry M. Jewett, president and owner of 
Paige, had an eye on the popular lower priced 
six cylinder market and to this end created a subsidiary company 
called Jewett Motors to manufacture such a car. Introduced in 
1922, at first powered by a development of the 1921 Paige 6-44 
engine, the attractive car was initially popular and by 1926 came 
equipped with a Continental engine and four wheel hydraulic 
brakes accompanied by the sobriquet “New Day”. The new day 
had an early nightfall as in January 1927, after selling just 40,000 

cars in five years, the Jewett morphed into the lowest priced Paige 
6-45. Just five months later Harry, tired of haemorrhaging cash 
($2.5 million in 1927 alone, an enormous sum then), sold out to 
the Graham brothers who changed the name to Graham-Paige. 
Another version of the badge has a more attractive fancy border. 
Like Buick, a second badge was mounted above the tail light.

AJAX

Charles Nash had two unsuccessful attempts 
to establish a companion car – at both ends of 
the spectrum. The first was a luxury model from 
the La Fayette Motors Co. he set up in 1919. 
These cars were seriously expensive, mixing it with 
Cadillac and Packard in the $5,000 and up range. Unlike Nash 
those two had the advantage of being established brands with a 
loyal clientele. Production began in August 1920 but the timing 
could not have been worse. Lincoln started coming off the line 
almost simultaneously, both just in time to run headlong into the 
vicious post-war Depression. Lincoln lasted just six months before 
bankers forced its sale. Ford paid $8 million for it. Charlie’s La 
Fayette slugged it out until early 1924 before calling it quits after 
2,267 sales and $2 million poured down that black hole. Nash 
never ventured into the top end again. La Fayette was sold to Ajax 
Motors, a new company owned entirely by Nash Motors. It had 
been set up to produce a new car at the opposite end of the price 
scale. Nash had purchased the old Mitchell factory in Racine so 
all of the La Fayette plant was transferred there.

He was fond of Greek mythology so chose the name Ajax who 
was a hero of the Trojan War and known as “Ajax the Great”, 
a name that Charlie might have later regarded with an ironic 
smile! It proved to be an excellent little car capable of a lively 
60mph from its robust seven main bearing side-valve six engine. 
1925 proved to be its only year bringing sales of 22,000 cars which 
Nash considered not nearly good enough, even if others may have 
thought that was a reasonable first year result. This was only a 
quarter of the volume through the main Nash plant in Kenosha. 
Nash was a pragmatic man and a careful manager (his company 
was the only car manufacturer to stay in the black throughout 
the Depression). A smart operator knows when to stop flogging 
a dead horse, particularly after being burnt previously. On its first 
anniversary Ajax became the Nash Light 6 and lived on for many 
years in this guise. New Nash badges and hubcaps were made 
available to dealers to update any stock on hand ….and that was 
that.

Ajax was linked to Nash through its ‘Nash-Built’ badge but 
that clearly wasn’t enough.

LA SALLE

First shown to the public on March 5 1927, 
the La Salle was a companion make from Cadillac 
to fill the gap between Buick and Cadillac. The new La Salle 
was styled by Harley Earl who drew inspiration from the beautiful 
Hispano-Suiza and his sensational creation gave GM styling a 
‘great leap forward’. By the end of 1929, 50,000 La Salles had been 
sold but then the sales graph nosedived as the Depression hit hard. 
La Salle was nearly dropped after 1933 but the good looking ’34 
design brought a reprieve from the bean counters albeit with some 
heavy cost-cutting raiding of the Oldsmobile parts bin including 
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its straight 8 engine. Three years later La Salle was once again 
powered by the Cadillac V8 (this time of the same capacity) 
but by 1940 management had to face the fact that La Salle was 
eroding the more profitable Cadillac sales. It was simply too good 
a car for the money and unlike most companion cars, the public 
did make the connection to its parent. The already-designed 1941 
La Salle was designated a Cadillac in the new 61 series boosting 
1941 Cadillac sales to a record. Total La Salle production over 13 
years was 205,000. Interestingly, in Packard circles the fact that 
the lower-priced 120 series cars were designated Packard is thought 
by many to have ultimately hastened the company’s demise by 
driving away wealthy buyers of their senior cars. Straight out 
snobbery. How dare you enable the hoi polloi to drive a Packard! 
At least Cadillac did not have the temerity to call their La Salle 
a Cadillac although promotional material often linked the names 
as Cadillac/La Salle. The early La Salle badge displays a stylised 
coat of arms with no name, a ploy also used by Cadillac, Packard 
and a few more. Snob appeal, no less. We do not have to identify 
our cars to the ‘masses’; surely they must recognise quality without 
spelling it out!

ROCKNE 

Studebaker’s president, Albert 
Erskine, had another shot at the 
low-priced field in 1932. This was the 
Rockne, named after his longtime friend 
Knute Rockne, the famous football 
coach of Notre Dame and the new sales promotion manager 
for Studebaker. Tragically, Rockne died in a plane crash only 
days after the new car was announced. The Rockne used a side-
valve Studebaker-built six in two sizes and on two wheelbase 
lengths. It was aimed squarely at Ford but in an uncanny repeat 
of the Erskine launch collided with a new car from Ford which 
cost less, had two more cylinders and outperformed it, the new 
V8. Although more competitively priced than the Erskine the 
Rockne was out of its league. Just over one year after its launch 
the enormously expensive Rockne plant closed after producing 
23,201 cars. Its machinery was transferred to South Bend where 
the engine lived on in the Dictator. Erskine, through his hubristic 
challenge to Ford had brought solid Studebaker to its knees. It had 
all become too much to bear and finally Erskine, a proud man, 
shot himself. The Rockne is linked to its parent company by the 
famous Studebaker insignia adorning its badge. I believe there was 
an earlier version as shown here (which is a lapel pin) but cannot 
find a picture to support that. 

WOLVERINE 

Six Wolverine companies have come and 
gone. The one we are concerned with is the 
companion make to Reo (1905-36). Introduced during the spring 
of 1927 as a smaller and less expensive Reo Flying Cloud. It was 
really an assembled car, unlike the Reo, assembled meaning using 
outside manufacturers for just about every component of the car. 
Within a year Reo decided that the Wolverine was a really bad 
idea and summarily executed it; no re-badging, no depression and, 

no doubt, not enough sales. This rather rare Wolverine badge 
also appeared in another colour combination: transparent blue 
background with a black 6.

ROOSEVELT 

“Smart transport for the thrifty” trumpeted 
Marmon advertising for America’s first 
straight 8 priced at under $1,000. Named 
after a former US President, the popular 
Teddy Roosevelt, Marmon introduced it as 
a companion car in March 1929 and, like 
so many others, just in time to be mauled 
by the Depression. Its unusual and attrac-
tive badge depicted Roosevelt’s profile. As an aside, when the 
enamel is removed there remains a series of unrecognisable raised 
dots and blobs of metal. Fill in the ‘shading’ white enamel and the 
face appears. The only words on the Roosevelt that gave a clue to 
the Marmon connection appeared on this ‘invisible’ body badge. 
Maybe it should have been on the radiator. Following glacial sales 
the Roosevelt was re-invented as the Marmon Model 70 in 1931.

FALCON-KNIGHT 

At least seven Falcon companies have 
existed, some of which never got around to 
producing an actual car. The one of interest 
here was owned by John North Willys. The 
Falcon-Knight was planned as a companion car to plug a market 
gap between the Whippet and the Willys-Knight. It featured the 
by now well-respected sleeve-valve engine of 45hp with prices 
around the $1,000 mark. Over its first nine months during 1927 
10,000 cars were sold and management was well satisfied with such 
a sensational performance for a new line. Unfortunately it was all 
downhill from there and the last car trundled off the assembly 
line in late 1928 after less than two years production. The plant 
was then used for the construction of Willys bodies. Would it have 
made a difference if the Falcon-Knight had been more obviously 
linked to Willys?

CLEVELAND 

There have been nine Cleveland 
companies which is not too surprising 
as Cleveland (Ohio) was a car manufac-
turing city. This Cleveland was a small 
Chandler (1914-29), given its own name and factory with produc-
tion from 1919 to 1926 making it reasonably successful for the 
relatively small Chandler company. It was finally pulled into the 
parent company emerging as a lower priced Chandler. All open 
model Chandlers and Clevelands can be identified from behind as 
their celluloid rear window is in the shape of their radiator badge. 
In some ways the Cleveland differed from the usual companion car 
in that it did not try to snuggle up to its parent when the going got 
tough. When merger rumours surfaced in 1923 Chandler denied 
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them and failed to even mention Cleveland in press releases over 
the year.

VIKING 

General Motors must have imagined there 
was a gap between Buick and La Salle in their 
extensive range of vehicles. That was a very small 
gap but nevertheless Oldsmobile was tasked with plugging it. Their 
new upmarket companion car to the Olds F-28 was the Viking, 
urged along by a robust new V8 engine. It rather resembled the 
La Salle and proved to be an excellent car although a stiff price 
increase of $100 nine months after its March 1929 debut would 
perhaps cause buyers to check out the La Salle instead. The 
Viking was yet another victim of the Wall Street crash and the 
tough market that ensued. GM simply had too many expensive 
models in this harsh new environment so production finished 
late in 1930. The Viking’s simple badge referenced its name and 
V8 engine but probably had little bearing on the car’s demise. I 
suspect customers in this price range do not mind being ‘exclusive’.

STAR 

Billy Durant’s second attempt at building 
an automotive empire along the lines of 
GM started well in 1921 and by March 1923 
100,000 Durant-built cars had been sold. 
Durant was a busy man in 1922. The luxurious 
Locomobile was purchased to add a prestige 
line but was very soon compromised by the 
addition of a Junior 8 and even an abortive 
try at a Junior 6 followed by a straight 8 
Lycoming-powered model. A proprietary 
engine in a Locomobile was virtual heresy to 
potential buyers in that price bracket. They 
looked elsewhere. Durant also wanted to 
compete with Buick so the Flint was born in 
1923 after acquisition of a Willys plant complete 
with a Willys 6 prototype being developed by 
former Studebaker engineers Fred Zeder, Owen 
Skelton and Carl Breer. Walter Chrysler brought this talented 
trio (his ‘three musketeers’ as he called them) into his team and 
their concept became the new Chrysler introduced in 1924. The 
prototype, including the engine, was developed into a bigger car, 
the Flint 6, with lines deliberately reminiscent of Locomobile. The 
65hp Flint was later joined by the smaller Flint 40 and the even 
smaller Flint Junior. Moderate sales turned to disastrous sales and 
by 1927 the Flint was gone. Billy always thought on a grand scale. 
He needed one more car to tackle the low-priced field and so the 
Star was born. Durant charged into Henry Ford’s domain with 
his new car in 1922. It was mostly an ‘assembled’ car that proved 
immediately popular with buoyant sales that would have been 
greater with more production capacity. A short-lived Star 6 joined 
the stable in 1926 but by now Durant Motors was struggling, 
forced to sell off several plants to survive. In fact, no Durants at all 
were produced in 1927. The familiar trick of changing the badge 

to reinforce the parent company link had been instituted earlier. 
Durant’s ‘coat-of-arms’ superimposes the star design and the name 
Star appears. In 1928 the Star briefly became Durant-Star before 
being dubbed the Durant 4. Despite the infusion of $90 million of 
his own money, Billy and Durant Motors were bankrupt by 1932. 
The Star, badged Rugby for export, was certainly not an outright 
failure but does illustrate again the Herculean task of tackling 
Ford and Chevrolet and how desperation forces the company to 
reassure the public of the link to its offspring via the highly visible 
badge.

PONTIAC 

Surely the most successful companion 
car, managing to kill off its parent. 
‘Designed specifically to dominate the field 
of low-priced sixes’ the Oakland Company 
said and this it did selling a maiden year 
record 76,696 cars in 1926. Only the Essex 
6 was cheaper, but less powerful. The 
500,000th Pontiac rolled off the line in June 1929, the stock 
market crashed in October. Pontiac fortunes plummeted with 
some corporate-level discussion about terminating both Oakland 
and Pontiac. The more expensive Oakland drew the short straw, 
vanishing in 1931, whereupon the company was renamed Pontiac 
Motor Company and the rest is history.

Most of the companies that remained after the carnage of the 
Depression and companion cars stayed well clear of them. Lessons 
had been learnt. Ford dabbled some more and there were some 
pseudo companion cars from other manufacturers but they were 
always identifiable as a Chevrolet or Ford et al. Probably the last 
old name to disappear courtesy of its patricidal pup was Hudson. 
The unlovely and unwanted Jet (conceived in desperation, to 
be fair) cleaned out Hudson’s kitty forcing it into a shotgun 
marriage with Nash. Hudson had the dealers, Nash had the 
capital, American Motors was the child. But that’s another story.

 BW
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1930 Durant 614 owned by Tony Haycock, Christchurch. 
Photo Mark Brimblecombe.
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There are few vehicles in our club 

which have been used so extensively 

or regularly on Club events, as Don 

and Judy Bennetts’ Albion.

The little truck has travelled long 
distances all over the South Island 
and much of the North Island 

since 1959. Among many, there is a certifi-
cate of participation in the Veteran and 
Vintage (Waikato) Club’s Third National 
Veteran Rally in 1960. 

It is one of only three Albions of 
this type known to still exist worldwide, 
although New Zealand Government 
departments had over one hundred 
Albions of various types in the early days.

Albion was founded in 1899 and 
made their first car the following year. 
In 1903 they shifted to a purpose built 
factory in Scotstoun, Glasgow. They are 
still in existence today as a subsidiary of 
American Axle and Manufacturing.

The Bennetts’ Albion was imported 
into New Zealand in 1913 by A D Riley 
and sold to a wine and spirit merchant 
in Wellington. Nothing is known of its 
history until just before the Second World 

War when a man arrived at Cockram Car 
Sales in Christchurch and traded it in on 
a bicycle.

It was then sold to an orchard in 
Governors Bay owned by Bill (later Sir 
William) Dunlop. After some time, it was 
involved in an accident descending a hill 
with a load of apples, damaging both the 
truck and the driver.

Later, the owner decided to cut it in 
half, making the rear into a trailer and the 
front and engine, into a saw bench.

The orchard was sold at auction and 
the remains of the Albion were sold too, 
but the owner only took away the radiator.

In the early 1950s, the late Allan Storer 
(who was Don’s father’s cousin) bought the 
remains for £10, still minus the missing 
radiator. While discussing the restora-
tion with friends at Governors Bay, who 
included our well-known member Lachie 
Griffen, a local schoolgirl informed them 
that there was an Albion radiator in a 
ditch near where she took a shortcut home 
from school. After, you would imagine, 
some raised eyebrows and disbelief, it was 
decided to go and look and sure enough, 
there was the missing radiator!

Later, Allan, never one to give up 

easily, found the front mudguards in a 
nearby creek bed. 

The rear half of the body (in trailer 
form) had been used to transport Bill 
Dunlop’s equipment to his new farm, 
Brenley near Greenpark and was retrieved 
from there. Until severely earthquake 
damaged, this property was the home of 
Michael Lavender (the Club’s Secretary/
Treasurer) and his wife Sherryn.

Allan Storer and Don’s father began 
restoration and the vehicle completed its 
first rally in 1959. It rallied extensively 
throughout the country until 1965 when it 
was laid up, as Allan was busy restoring his 
1912 Cadillac.

Words Tony Craythorne, photos Kevin Clarkson, Tony Craythorne, Don and Judy Bennetts

BEHIND THE WHEEL

1912 ALBION MODEL A14
The little lorry from Scotstoun celebrates 100 years

At Mount Cook.
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In 1970, Don borrowed the Albion to 
rejuvenate it and it was repainted the now 
familiar green, before he and Judy took it 
to the 1972 International Rally in Nelson. 
Don reflects on the confidence and 
innocence of youth when he remembers 
that their only spare for that trip was a 
fan belt!

Not for long however, as during the 
rally, an elderly man approached him with 
obvious knowledge of the type and in 
return for giving his wife a ride, Don 
returned home with a spare engine.

Since then it has remained in his care 
and has been enjoyed by his family and 
on Allan’s passing, was inherited by the 
Bennetts.

In 2009, the firm of A D Riley 
celebrated 100 years of business and asked 
to have the Albion at Taupo for their 
celebration. In deference to modern day 
traffic, Don trucked it there and back, the 
only time it has not made its own way to a 
distant event.

Well that’s the history; now what is 
it like behind the wheel of an early 
commercial?

The Albion stands ready and business-
like outside its home. The brass gleams and 
the familiar green paint shines but now has 
that patina of age that indicates that this is 
no show pony but a genuine workhorse. The 
single gas headlamp watches our approach.

From cold, Don’s instruction is to ensure 
the mag is off, turn the petrol on from the 
tap under the tank, pull the choke right 
out and give the starting handle a couple 
of turns.

That done, set the choke half in, mag 
switch on, and ignition lever on the steering 
wheel to three quarter advance and leave 
it there.

Pull the handle up and away it goes, just 
like that, settling to a slow rhythmic beat 
after the choke is reset.

I have watched Don start this many 
times and it always looks that easy.

Now it’s time to get aboard, after 
installing the “cargo,” the day’s load being 
in the form of Beaded Wheels editor and 
photographer for the day, Kevin Clarkson.

Unusual when your load complains 

about the bumps but it’s hard to get good 
help.

There are no doors or sides in the front 
and Don instructs anyone sitting in the 
left hand seat to be alert for any sudden 
right hand deviations as there is absolutely 
nothing to stop an unscheduled sideways 
departure!

Seating is basic; a bench seat, with 
two narrow padded panels across the back 
was good enough for those early transport 
drivers. Don’t look for seat adjustment 
there’s none of course. If you’re too tall or 
short – tough.

The steering wheel stands fairly upright 
so arm movement is more fore and aft than 
rotary. There’s no need to scan the instru-
ment panel; there isn’t one. That’s where 
the fuel tank sits. One lonely oil pressure 
gauge at top centre and that’s it.

What else would you need?
The gear lever on the right has an “H” 

quadrant in the standard modern layout.
So it’s into first, let the clutch out and 

away we go. The clutch is smooth and the 
gear change simple with double-declutching 
changing up, not absolutely necessary.

We settle into an easy gait of about 
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35mph according to Kevin’s smart phone 
GPS and it feels like it would do that all day 
and indeed it has many times. (As delivered 
new, the engine had a governor restricting it 
to 1250rpm).

The steering is positive and there is no 
wander even on the earthquake-damaged 
roads leading to Brooklands the red-zoned 
suburb north of Christchurch. What better 
way to spend a glorious autumn morning. 
The Albion has made this trip alongside 
the picturesque Styx River many times as 
the Bennetts purchased Allan Storer’s 
workshop and property here, well known 
to many as the “Fowlhouse” and scene of 
many a gathering of Vintage friends. (The 
concrete floor now has cracks that you 
could loosely term crevasses). 

Braking is more than adequate with 
the footbrake being cardan shaft and the 
handbrake is via the back brake drums.

The turning circle is impressive, no 
doubt being part of the design criteria for a 
city use commercial vehicle.

It is hard to believe that this very 
motorable little lorry is one hundred years 
old. It has the feel of something much later. 
It epitomises things Scottish in many ways; 
sturdy, reliable and well engineered. Yes it 
is basic motoring, but it was designed for a 
purpose and would have served that very 
well and maintained like it is there would 
be no surprise if it was still ticking along 
for another hundred. BW

TECHNICAL DATA

Albion Model A14
RAC Rating 15.8 HP
Four cylinder: 3½" bore X 5" stroke. Displacement 3.15 litres
Non detachable head
Twin camshafts
Oil pump pressure to mains, cranks, cam wheels and governor if fitted.
Single plate dry clutch
Steering: worm and segment
Water pump integral with fan
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Technical Tips  
Words Colin Rae

When I built my fire engine I found one of 
the rear wheels had a broken spoke about 

three quarters of the way to the hub 
from the felloe.

I didn’t want to dismantle the wheel 
because of the hassle of putting it back 

together again, so what I did was this.

I drilled a hole ¼” diameter down the 
spoke to about an inch below the break. I then 

poured a good quality glue to about 2 inches above the 
break. (don’t skimp) I then drove a ¼” steel rod down 
the spoke. This forced the glue out around the break 
cleaning the dirt out as the rod was forced down the 
spoke. This fixed the problem.

GLUE LEVEL

BREAK

3 PRONG PLUG

CORD

BUCKLE

2

1

Don’t throw away your old belts; use them 
to keep your extension cords tidy. Put 
the lead between the two rivets and 
cut the belt off leaving enough to 
buckle around the length of coiled 
lead. Punch a couple of holes and 
Bob’s your uncle.
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In 2010, the Nelson Branch of the VCC co-operated with the 
Nelson Car Club to support the Sandy Bay Hillclimb, north 
of Motueka and inland from Kaiteriteri. With a modicum of 

encouragement from Nelson members, a small contingent from 
Canterbury travelled north to compete on what turned out to be a 
jolly interesting climb of around 3 kilometres, unfortunately under 
wet conditions. The contingent returned in 2011, again under 
wet conditions, but the enjoyment was such that word spread and 
this year a larger group of outsiders turned up to battle the hill 
and challenge the locals. This year being blessed with brilliant 
sunshine, following on the heels of a hard frost. Part of the charm 
of the weekend is the cabin accomodation provided by Nelson 
VCC member Doug Macdonald at his farm camping ground at 
Marahau beside the Abel Tasman National Park, and for which we 
are extremely grateful. Here in the absence of city lights, the night 
sky is intense and the setting enhanced by the cry of kiwi from the 
adjacent bush. Added charm came from the fact that we were far 
away from the ‘quake shaken remnants of Christchurch.

Travel from Christchurch was conditioned by the need for 
scrutineering, carried out in Adcock and Donaldson’s workshop 
in Stoke at 3pm on Saturday, followed by a social hour in Riwaka 
before driving over the hill to Marahau. For some this was a first 
taste of the hillclimb course. Sunday morning, we jolly campers 
were up and about at 7, to shower and breakfast before scraping off 
the effects of a heavy frost and climbing over the Sandy Bay Road 
back to State Highway 60, where trailered cars were unloaded and 
road cars were fettled for the event. The closed section of sealed 
public road begins at Highway 60 and since the start is less than 
100 metres up the road, space is at a premium, however everything 

seems to fit in; cars, pitcrew, photographers, papparazzi, spectators, 
officials and timing caravan all co-exist happily, accompanied by 
occasional vehicles or cyclists using the road for access during 
brief controlled openings. The only obvious drawback to the start/
pits area was its location in the shade. Alert drivers gathered 
and chatted on the sunny side of Highway 60. After a welcome 
by Nelson Car Club’s organiser, Chris Scott, the officials were 
introduced, drivers were briefed then it was back to the cars for a 
reconnaissance tour up the course. It was obvious that frost made 
two corners tricky and a further difficulty came from sunstrike at 
a couple of bends in the climb. Apart from that the surface was 
good and the road was a delight to drive.

Back at the bottom of the hill, cars ran strictly in numerical 
order to comply with computer timing, triggered from a starting 
light tower. Slow-starting competitors were penalised! Nelson Car 
Club competitors were in the first group of nine, and turned in 
first run times between 1:39 and 2:00 minutes. We formed the 
second group and our field ranged from Brian Savile’s delightful 
Singer Junior, through Dion Schwass’s blown Austin 16 Special, 
to Jim Bennet’s Furi Special single-seat racer, with many shades in 
between. First away in the Vintage group was Avon Hyde in his 
diminutive but deceptive Austin Special, and with a time of 1:49 
looked hard to beat, though Jim Bennet (Furi 1:52), Paul Tayler 
(Mistral 1:54), Doug Macdonald (Alfa Romeo Special 1:56) and 
Murray Frew (Chrysler Special 1:56) were all close to the pace. 
We had all struggled with sun in the eyes at times but hoped that 
as the day wore on this would disappear, as was the case with the 
frost.

Ramon Farmer, Ransley Riley.

Riwaka/Sandy Bay Road Hillclimb 
Sunday 20 May 2012 
Words Ramon Farmer, photos Helen Murdoch and David Topliss

The word is out 

… enthusiasm and 

attendance of this Nelson 

hillclimb event is steadily 

growing – and it’s not 

just about the motoring.
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Run 2 in the Vintage group saw Avon trim his time by a second 
but a few minutes later, Jim Bennett lit up the hill with a run just 
under 1:46. Murray Frew and Paul Tayler both went close to 1:51 
and Doug Macdonald turned in 1:53, showing the contenders were 
all trying hard. Back in the field, Burkhard Strauch in his very 
attractive open Mercedes 190SL improved to 2:01 and Joe Gillman 
in his well-known and much-travelled Ford V8 coupe turned in his 
best official time of 2:04. Several others also recorded their best 
official times in Run 2; Gordon Dacombe (Daimler Sports), John 
Mills (Jaguar XK120), Murray Schwass (Mini), and Brian Moody 
(Peugeot 304 Estate). However three competitors chose to leave 
their fastest time in Run 1. The unluckiest of these in Run 2 was 
Mike Stanley, who had recently fitted a new fuel gauge in his 12/4 
powered Riley Nine Special. On the start line the instrument 
showed two gallons, but a few hundred metres up the hill Mike 
pulled into a marshal’s layby with fuel starvation and a Did Not 
Finish on the results board. The event secretary Richard Topliss 
(Ford Ten Special) was another with a fastest first run, but showed 
consistency as all three runs were within 1.3 seconds. 

An off-road incident with a Mini Sprint car delayed our third 
run for some time but once that was cleared the Vintage group 
lined up again for Run 3, the last official run of the day. Taking 
advantage of the delay, Avon Hyde had done a bit of carbo-loading 
and with high blood sugar levels, took the little Austin up the 
hill in less than 1:44. Jim Bennett in the Furi could not match 
his previous run, but both Murray Frew and Doug Macdonald 
reduced their previous times, Murray achieving an official 1:47.66 
and Doug 1:52.38, just behind Paul Tayler’s Run 2 time of 1:51.52. 
There is always a degree of competitive banter between Paul and 

Doug, and it looked as though Paul had won the day over the 
man who lives just over the hill (and so knows the road pretty 
well), but all was not yet over. Back in the field, several showed 
that repeated runs were yielding better times. Dion Schwass 
clocked 2:06 in the blown Austin in spite of carburettor icing 
in the blower inlet and boiling in the head and radiator. Dion 
believes development will soon average out the temperature differ-
ences. Don Ammon (Daimler Special single seater) turned in a 
comfortable 2:10 and Gavin Bain (D-type Jaguar) achieved 2:13, 
disadvantaged by a first gear ratio that made it almost impossible 
to get off the line (the road is climbing already at the start line). 
Gavin pointed out however, that such a ratio has an advantage; 
you don’t have to change gear once you are away, as the D-type is 
capable of 78 mph in first gear. Peter Leversedge in the V8 Stuart 
Special achieved 2:15 and Brian Savile (Singer Junior) 2:45.

Official climbs were now finished but the hilltop marshall 
advised the group waiting to descend that a fourth run would be 
available for those who chose. Returning to the start, a smaller 
group lined up for Run 4 and the results were surprising. Perhaps 
we relaxed or possibly the memory was now beginning to tell us 
what lay around the next corner, for some of us did our best. Doug 
Macdonald returned 1:49, Ramon Farmer (Ransley Riley) 1:59, Joe 
Gillman improved, Dion Schwass 2:05, Don Ammon 2:09, John 
Mills 2:10, and Peter Leversedge 2:12. So on the face of it, Doug 
achieved a quicker time up the hill than Paul Tayler, who chose 
not to tackle the unofficial Run 4. It will be all on again next year. 

Clearing up and loading vehicles took no time at all and folk 
repaired to the Riwaka Hotel for a social hour and awards. The 
attractive trophy showing an A7 on a steep incline, went 

Murray Schwass, Mini 850. Brian Savile, Singer Junior.

Don Ammon, Daimler V8 Special. Doug MacDonald, Alfa Romeo. Joe Gillman, Ford V8 Coupe.
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deservedly to Joe Gillman (Ford V8 Coupe) from the Grey Valley 
for Most Consistent over the three official runs. Fastest Time went 
to Avon Hyde (Austin Special) and Fastest Pre-War to Murray 
Frew (Chrysler Special). The Hard Luck Award settled on the 
shoulders of Mike Stanley for his out-of-fuel DNF on Run 2; in the 
Vintage group this was the only DNF of the day and nobody bent 
or broke anything. All in all this is a demanding hillclimb, not 
readily memorised, and is one to be enjoyed by any Club eligible 
car with a driver looking to see how well it can perform. The 
range of competition this year was impressive and the organisers, 
pleased with the growing popularity of the weekend, are looking 
forward to an even better event in 2013.

 
BW

TJ Photos
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Gavin Bain, D Type.

Joe Gillman, Ford V8 Coupe.

Avon Hyde, Austin special.

Richard Topliss, Ford 10 special.
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Gordon Dacombe, Daimler SP250.
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Scott Thomson has been asked to 

invite period vehicles for the WWI 

air-shows organised by The Vintage 

Aviator Ltd, at Masterton. He is 

looking for VCC members and their 

vehicles, who fit the criteria, to join in 

this event. Scott fills in the details…

Because of the organiser’s commitment to authen-
ticity and growing international interest in these 
intimate shows, we are being selective for our 
drive-by displays.
On Saturday 10 November the vehicle theme will 
be The Yanks Are Coming. Vintage era vehicles 
please, with pre 1941 welcome for static display.
On Saturday 27 April 2013 the theme is Your 
Country Needs Your Vehicle. Makes/types asociated 
with WWI, eg Crossley, Sunbeam, Vauxhall, Austin, 
Ford T and continental. These are rare, so if your 
vehicle is up to, say, 1925 and looks WWI, that’s 
fine.

We need your 

WHEELS

Time Machine: Tommy Bull, 1904 FN and TVAL’s FE2b aircraft. (Modern Photo: Kevin Ball)

This advanced warning enables your group to 
arrange a Wairarapa visit. Unfortunately, the shows 
must be weather dependent, but we make the best 
for our guests – probably something informal on 
Sunday morning as well.
Car clubs are always welcome at TVAL, whether 
air-shows, arranged tours or season weekends when 
the hangar is open. 

Contact Sara Randle: s.randle@xtra.co.nz
For the air-show drive-bys and displays you must 
be invited. That means contacting me, on 06 
377 0805, or bjtandjst@xtra.co.nz or PO Box 101 
Masterton 5840. Scott Thomson
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Simple problems in modern vehicles 
can often not be overcome until a 
computer has been connected, 

buttons pushed and a screen read and 
deciphered, whereas with our vehicles of 
yesteryear simple problems are generally 
more easily identified and rather more 
readily fixed.

About four years ago I completed the 
rebuild of a little Villiers-engined motor-
cycle, an Ambassador 197, and apart from 
taking part in two or three blue smoke 
and pedals gymkhanas it had been covered 
up in the corner of the shed. I considered 
that when I become too old and grumpy to 
heave the Douglas onto the centre stand, 
a situation rapidly sliding down this side 
of the horizon, I may be encouraged to 
uncover it. Recently, Dougie haemorrhaged 
badly and was a threat to my enjoying the 
North Island Easter rally to be held in 
Rotorua, so close to home. Why not use 
the Ambassador? If it conks out I won’t 
have far to push it home. But joking apart, 
everybody says “Villiers? No, not much to 
go wrong with them”. And I secretly wallow 
in their confidence. I’m slowly growing out 
of the tinkering stage of life and though I 
still enjoy riding in and on older vehicles, 
I’d rather they were of the reliable kind and 
didn’t need too much tinkering with.

As a shakedown for the Easter rally 
I took part in a charity run around lake 
Rotorua organised by the local Sulphur 
City MCC after which the club president 
acting as self appointed tail end charlie, 
who doubted my ability to get right around 
the lake, complimented me on attaining 
the previously unbelievable speed of 90kph. 
To cap it all I won the “Oldest Bloke Oldest 
Bike” prize. A dubious distinction which 
is easily won by anybody prepared to hang 
around for a while and let it just happen. 

But there was a persistent misfire, so I 
cleaned the plug and points and thought 
that was that.

But it wasn’t.
The Easter rally started well and the 

bike ran quite nicely, apart from the 
occasional misfire, until morning tea break 
at a country school sportsground. The 
silly thing wouldn’t start until I’d checked 
the plug and the local villagers pushed 
me along the road. Thereafter I kept the 
engine revving with my left hand each time 
I had to stop to write down a silent check or 
answer a daft question. My writing looked 
like it had been written by a spider with 
ink on its feet, but I won! I actually won 
the motorcycle class of the North Island 
Easter rally: Two rallies, two prizes, WOW! 
This bike’s a winner; just got to sort out 
that persistent misfire. I checked the fuel 
pipe into the carburettor, and yep! There 
it was all along, the filter was blocked with 
tiny flecks of rust, why didn’t I think of that 
before? That’ll cure it.

But it didn’t.
It wouldn’t run without the choke fully 

closed, so it had to be fuel starvation, that 
was obvious even to a half wit like me. 
I considered raising the float level but 
that was not possible. So I fitted a larger 
jet which didn’t help much at all. On a 
local branch rally which went up into the 
Mamakus I continuously tickled the carbie 
in an effort to raise the fuel level in the 
float chamber but that only resulted in me 
running out of fuel and being too proud 
(or ashamed) to go to a service station; I 
pushed it up hill all the way home.

About this time I realised that I was 
accepting a bit of a challenge which was 
demanding a little bit of serious thinking, 
still echoing the thought that “not much of 
a Villiers can go wrong”.

I decided to have the three coils 
checked for continuity and after taking off 
the flywheel I removed the A.C. generator 
and delivered it to the local rewinders who 
gave all three coils a clean bill of health 
but I was told they weren’t very happy with 
the condenser which was only reading in 
nanofarrads, they thought that it should 
be at least microfarrads. Nanofarrad’s? 
Microfarrads? Have I heard of them before? 
I remember old Dick, an auto electrician 
from way way back, pre-war I think, saying 
that we’ve been kidded about microfar-
rads all these years, and he reckons that 
they “don’t make no bleedin’, difference”. 
Anyway, I rang Norm in Warkworth and 
his good lady Linda informed me that she 
could supply a replacement condenser. It 
wasn’t the correct one but it’s the one they 
always used, and it is a type used in aircraft. 
Well if it’s good enough for an aeroplane 
it’s good enough for me, so I employed 
rewinders to fit it for me and they told me 
that it was reading about three microfar-
rads. (It later proved to be a .15 microfarrad 
condenser.) Super at last, I’ll be OK now.

But I wasn’t.
It still wouldn’t run properly even 

though I’d replaced the oil seal whilst the 
generator was off in an effort to improve 
crankcase compression.

I just couldn’t understand what was 
causing it to misfire. I lay down on the floor 
beside the bike with a torch and a magni-
fying glass and there was the fault staring 
at me. The insulation on the wire from the 
ignition coil to the contact breaker was 
damaged and earthing on the back plate. Is 
that all it was?

No it wasn’t, so that didn’t help at all.
Next I visited the annual Rotorua 

swapmeet, I thought that I was bound to 
meet someone there who could help me 
with my misfiring problem, but I bled so 

Words and Photos Dave Mayhew

Ambassador’s
PERSISTENT 
MISFIRE
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many people’s brains the place was like 
an abbatoir and I was stlll none the wiser. 
However, I came across a fellow, Nick, 
from Tauranga. He had heaps of Villiers 
engine components for sale and I guessed 
that he probably knew more about them 
than the manufacturer. Anyway, we got 
to chatting and he invited me to trailer 
my Ambassador over to his place and he 
would check the sump compression for me 
and furthermore he could supply me with a 
bigger jet. So next Sunday I took advantage 
of his invitation and gave him the oppor-
tunity to perform a miracle, after which he 
started it, by hand, and it ran beautifully.

Nick, you’re a genius!
But he wasn’t.
The bike went so fast I was fearful of 

bending the speedo needle, the dial of 
which only indicated up to 55mph. But it 
only ran for ten minutes before the dreaded 
misfire raised its ugly head again. Oh how 
silly of me. Why didn’t I think of it before? 
It just has to be the coil; continuity may be 
OK but when the coil warms up, it packs 
up.

But it didn’t.
I rang Norm in Warkworth again. He 

couldn’t help with a coil but he put me 
onto another bloke the other end of the 
North Island in the Hutt Valley, Doug. 
Doug does a coiI exchange service and was 
very helpful, but the coil wasn’t. 

Thinking once again that my problem 
was solved I took part in the Mooloo 
Meander in the Waikato and as usual by 
smoko time I was getting blinded by my tears 
of frustration, “Spit, pop, phaat.” That’s the 
bike not me. Anyway Dave scowled at the 
spark plugs. Dave doesn’t often say much but 
by all accounts he’s a brilliant mechanic. He 
tapped the plug on a rock a couple of times 
and gave it back to me; the plug gap was too 
big that’s all. The bike started first time and 

I screamed off up the road, “I’ll catch up on 
this rally, you see if I don’t”·

I didn’t.
The bike ran for two miles then “coughed 

out” completely. Norm caught up with me 
and helped me to take the carburettor to 
bits. This is another Norm, I don’t know 
where the name Norm comes from but 
it’s probably archaic Prussian for “rescue”. 
Anyway the inside of the carbie looked 
remarkably similar to the previous umpteen 
times it had been dismantled so I spent 
the rest of the Mooloo on Norm’s pillion  
and tail end charlie had the privilege of 
displaying my handsome motorcycle on his 
trailer to residents of the Waikato.

I must have won the hard luck trophy 
that time, so I’m still winning prizes.

Come evening time, back home and 
Norm rang up and suggested that I check 
the sump drain plug. I nearly fell over 
backward with laughing. Two strokes don’t 
have oil in the sump so they don’t need 
drain plugs do they; or do they? Mine did 
and what’s more it was missing. Norm is 
always rescuing me with this kind of help, 
so I rummaged through my vast selection 
of nuts, bolts and screws (junk box) and 
the only screw that fitted was a rusty square 
headed thing of farm gate heritage. But 
with a shower tap washer underneath the 
head I was back in business; I reasoned that 
before the sump plug fell out it must have 
been loose and leaking sump vacuum all 
along.

But it didn’t help much anyway, apart 
from helping the engine to start.

Jim, my band leader – he plays the 
trumpet so he should know all about 
two strokes, though I can’t quite see the 
connection, reckons that a leaking sump 
will reduce power but not cause a misfire. 
Well that seems logical and I’m well 
prepared to accept advice from anybody. 

He once owned a James, probably 60 years 
ago, and he copied a couple of photographs 
out of his old handbook for me. That was 
no help either, though it showed me how to 
dismantle the clutch.

I replaced the oil seal on the other 
side of the engine in spite of Jim’s sensible 
reasoning and I reset the timing mark 
on the flywheel which had slipped and I 
torqued it up tighter this time.

Doug reckons that the condenser should 
be .22 microfarrads so I had a chat with 
Reg, another auto electrician from the old 
school, he’s sure to know all about micro-
farrads, and he’s got a book about them. But 
unfortunately he couldn’t find his book.

I fitted Doug’s condenser which didn’t 
fit, and I had to drill a hole to mount it 
all nice and neat and tidy until I found 
that the flywheel scraped on it and it was 
necessary to drill another hole, and it still 
didn’t help. I was beginning to think that 
DMW designed this bike specifically to 
misfire, but I couldn’t quite fathom their 
reasoning.

Doug suggested that it maybe that the 
flywheel magnets had lost their magnetism, 
but on second thoughts as the engine had 
been running, they hadn’t.

I telephoned Doug and he sounded 
much like any patient bloke would sound 
having been disturbed on his long weekend, 
and having expressed my doubts about .22 
microfarrads he agreed to send me a new 
contact breaker set.

And would you believe it? It only needed 
a new set of points.

But I knew that all along didn’t I.
As I said “simple problems are rather 

more readily fixed than modern vehicles”.
But first you have to identify them. BW
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It would be difficult to be a member of the Vintage Car Club 
and not be aware of the Canterbury Branch Irishman Rally 
which has taken place over Queen’s Birthday weekend for the 

last 57 years. I was invited to take part so I thought I had better go 
to see what all the fuss is about! 

My hosts for this journey were Ian and Marilyn McKinlay, 
seasoned veterans of past Irishman rallies, in their well prepared 
and comfortable 1928 Austin 16/6. 

The rally is for Veteran and Vintage vehicles only although this 
rally was much more suited to Vintage than Veteran. There were 
some 106 entries of which all except one were Vintage although 
the sole Veteran, Joseph McClintock’s striking Ford Model T 
Raceabout, had absolutely no problems completing the course 
apart from a slight contretemps crossing the river on Sunday 
morning! Many different car manufacturers were represented but 
it is hard not to conclude that the ideal vehicle for this event is a 
Model A Ford as there were over 40 present.

The recipe for a good Irishman would appear to require lots 
of gravel roads, sealed roads only where absolutely necessary, lots 
of private farm tracks and private roads and most importantly, 
a fair number of river crossings! Oh yes, and let’s not forget the 
many stops for socialising and the like. It seems that once one 
car stopped for a cuppa or whatever, shortly thereafter it would be 
joined by a number of others all thinking the same thing. Very 
social and very enjoyable.

Our journey started in Christchurch on Friday 1 June at 10am 
with a leisurely and social amble, accompanied by others, down to 
the start point of Fairlie in Mid-Canterbury where we settled into 
our accommodation. 

The Saturday start time was early in the morning and we 
gathered for the rally briefing in darkness after which we picked up 
the rally packs which contained a booklet with very complete and 
easy to understand instructions and other important information. A 
very well thought out idea implemented by co-organiser Mike Milne. 

Once under way we were enveloped in heavy fog which reduced 
visibility greatly and which may explain why we, and some others, 
had turned down a farm track going nowhere. When that was 

sorted out we found the correct turnoff and started climbing. As 
the sun rose and we gained height we soon came out of the fog 
and continued on farm tracks before eventually coming out to 
Mackenzie Pass Road then a pylon maintenance road through to 
the Hakataramea Valley and on to Kurow for petrol before contin-
uing on to Otematata for lunch.

We had heard about the Black Forest Road during the briefing. 
We were warned about its steepness, its narrowness, its roughness, 
its large drop-offs on the one side and high cliffs on the other and 
the fact that it was NOT a one way road! They were not joking! 
We went across the Benmore high dam and waited until the gate 
to the Black Forest Road was unlocked and we were then directed 
to go in groups of 20 with back-up vehicles in between each group. 
We were instructed to keep plenty of space between vehicles 
for safety reasons while also keeping an eye on those ahead and 
behind us. This was an amazing road and as Jan Baker in her 
article for the Canterbury Branch magazine The Hub said: 

“We travelled across the Benmore Dam where we took a sharp 
left through a farm gateway and proceeded uphill on Black Forest 
Road for what seemed like hours to finally reach the top of the 
pass. Wow, what a journey and what a privilege to be able to 
travel on this magnificent road through some of the most spectac-
ular farmland scenery New Zealand has to offer, viewing Lake 
Benmore and Kurow from dizzying heights as we climbed. There 
was certainly no room for error, or time for drivers to admire the 
view, while negotiating this road with a sheer drop on one side and 
a rock cliff on the other. Caution, patience, skill and knowing the 
capabilities of your vehicle were the key factors of the day.”

I couldn’t have put it better myself! After a social and engine 
cooling rest at the top we carried on downhill to the end of the 
Black Forest Road to civilisation and eventually got back to the 
Kimbell hotel about 5.30pm for some socialising before returning 
to Fairlie for the night.

Our Sunday start was at a much more sensible hour and the 
sun was well up by the time we got away for our Sunday morning 
ramble. Even before we left Fairlie township we had our first river 
crossing and it was a beauty. A reasonable number of cars became 

Irishman 2012
Words Kevin Clarkson Photos TJphotos.co.nz 
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stranded and required assistance but no damage was done and the 
many spectators thoroughly enjoyed the whole thing. Ian’s Austin 
16/6 just ploughed on through without a hitch, aided no doubt by 
the excellent guidance of our two lady navigators! We soon left 
the sealed roads after a bit of a climb and turned onto farm tracks 
which gave us some great views right to the coast and all around 
the Fairlie area. Beautiful scenery and we were privileged to be 
able to enjoy it. Eventually, after more farm tracks, we turned back 
towards Fairlie on sealed roads and arrived back in time for lunch.

After lunch we went off to Pete’s Patch, just down the road, to 
compete for the Shand’s Patch Trophy. There were two events in 
this competition. The first was to attempt to climb a fairly steep 
rise in the paddock, made more difficult and sometimes impos-
sible, by the damp ground underfoot. Some did make it to the top 
and there wasn’t really very much cheating going on! Ian’s Austin 
16/6 made it to peg nine which was a bit further than we thought 
we would get so we were happy. The other test was a time trial 
on the same damp paddock involving driving around road cones 
in ever decreasing circles. I thought we did quite well but we still 
didn’t win it. All this was a lot of fun, while watching the events. 
As the ground became more and more cut up some different lines 
were tried in both events with varying results. 

When we had had enough all returned to Fairlie and the 
question on everyone’s lips was “who will win the rally?” The 
winner is chosen by the organiser and gets to organise next year’s 
event. The evening function was held in the Rugby Football Club 
rooms and it was well set up for the occasion with a bar, plenty of 
food and even a photo display from TJ Photos and their team who 
had taken some 4000 photos of the event over the last two days. 
The announcement all were dreading was imminent and organiser 
Stuart Skurr took the floor to announce that the runner up was 
Tony Haycock and the winner of the Spigot Trophy, and Irishman 
2013 organiser, was Phillip Jeeves. The joint sigh of relief that went 
around the room was palpable! The Shand’s Patch Trophy winner 
was Allan Wylie although Russell Yates was a close contender. 

Over the course of the rally there were many social occasions, 
some breakdowns, but none seemingly permanent, and great 

George Kear, 1928 Austin 7.

One of the 40 Model As.

Andy Fox and the 1922 Rolls-Royce.

This local Ford T tagged along for the ride.

opportunities to see countryside not normally available to the 
normal motorist. I have been to many Brass Monkey motorcycle 
rallies over Queen’s Birthday Weekend and I had assumed that 
this would be like a Brass Monkey on four wheels. Well it could 
have been but the fact was that the weather was kind to us and 
hypothermia was off the menu. It is easy to see why people keep 
coming back to this rally that had its beginnings in the ‘50s and 
still retains all of the elements of those earlier years.

That’s Irishman over for another year and we wait to see what 
Phil Jeeves has in store for us next year.  BW
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38th Motorcycle Rally
South Otago Branch 

Words Ian McDonald, photos Neville King 
After an ample morning tea, a welcome 

and briefing by chairman Garry Beaumont 
at Balclutha clubrooms, 30 riders from as 
far away as Oamaru, Invercargill and Te 
Anau were well prepared for the 120 mile 
ride ahead of them. The timed section 
started at the clubrooms and then south 
through Warepa to the checkpoint. Then 
through Clinton and inland to Clydevale, 
a distance of about 20 miles. We followed 
the Clutha River past the historic Tuapeka 
Punt, to the Beaumont Hotel. The Mrs 
Public House pick of the bikes was Tony 
Warren’s 1928 BSA. This Beaumont area 
was under threat of flooding in Electricity 
Corporation days and is again being 
studied by Contact Energy. After lunch 
with the weather still fine and warm the 
route took us down the main road almost 
to Lawrence and over the Tuapeka West 
hills with their great views and sweeping 
bends. It then followed the north bank 
of the Clutha River to Balclutha and the 
clubrooms for prizegiving.
RESULTS
Overall Winner
Malcolm McIver 1950 Matchless
Runner Up 
Robert Hutton 1924 Harley-Davidson
Rider’s Choice
Malcolm Hodginson 1954 Velocette

rally snippets

South Otago: Kerry Russell’s 1938 Triumph leads over Beaumont Bridge.South Otago: Ross Mathews, Ray McCulloch, Ian 
McDonald discuss merits of later P60s.

South Otago: Lunch stop at the Beaumont Hotel. Northland: Ron Fey, outright winner of the rally, receives the 
Kauri Trophy from Branch Chairman Graeme Dawson.

Northland Motorcycle 
Rally 
Northland Branch 

Words and photos Terry Lambess 
Once again our Rally was very well 

supported by many riders from as far away 
as Tokoroa. This time rally packs were 
handed out Saturday morning, so every 
one was busy attaching them to their bikes 
to make their start time. With 60 bike 
riders to get away on time it went surpris-
ingly well. This year the riders had a 
choice of two routes. One on seal the other 
some gravel and were advised not to follow 
another rider approaching from another 
direction. You are not lost, he is riding the 
other route! Away they went all on time 
into the back-blocks of Northland, first up 
the Maungakaramea Valley to Kaikohe, 
up past Lake Omapere to Okaihou then 
across to Puketona Junction to the Hururu 
Falls Motor Camp for a barbecue lunch 
where the timed section finished. In the 
afternoon they travelled through Paihia, 
and visited Sunbeam land to view Roger 
Crowden’s collection of motorcycles and 
other old machinery. He even had a steam 
engine running. Anyone feeling cold soon 
got warm again! Then it was on again 
through Kawakawa and the finish. The 
run covered 140 miles and tail-end Charlie 
was kept busy with five riders having 
punctures, one on the way to the start. 
Many thanks to John Rummery and his 
team for an enjoyable rally.

Gerald Lynch-Blosse
Memorial Ride 
North Otago Branch 

Words Gordon and Wendy Pringle, photos 
Jerry Wing

Sunshine and blue skies are the perfect 
conditions for a quiet ride in the country 
with your friends on your Vintage motor-
cycles. North Otago certainly turned on 
both in April this year. The ride was 
the 7th Annual Gerald Lynch-Blosse 
Memorial Ride held in memory of Gerald 
Lynch-Blosse who died in 2005. Some 
of the Auckland VCC members may 
remember Gerald back when he lived in 
Auckland and last year being the year 
that North Otago hosted the National 
Motor Cycle Rally in Oamaru we were 
also able to welcome riders from Australia, 
Auckland, Whangarei and Taumarunui 
on this ride. That was a real treat.

This year 27 local riders set off on a 
spectacular autumn day, travelling through 
farm and coastal land, over rivers and 
creeks, bridges and fords – some quaint 
and some as Vintage as the bikes we 
were riding. The morning finished at the 
South Canterbury club rooms in Waimate. 
Lunch was followed by a look through the 
Parts Department, before a quiet ride back 
home to Oamaru for prize giving. Well, a 
quiet ride for most – except Ray Shearman 
from Christchurch, who had a bit more 
excitement than he bargained for when 
refuelling, only to discover his petrol tank 

Northland: Don Green’s magnificent 1916 
Triumph, the oldest bike on the Rally.
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North Otago: 2012 Lynch-Blosse MC Rally Time Check Point.

rallysnippets

in flames. A fellow rider was trying to 
assist by beating the flames with his hands 
but Ray was heard to say “Blow – Blow – 
Blow hard!” To which the helpful assistant 
with a job to do obediently bent down 
low enough to blow – and he did very 
successfully blow the fire out. Thankfully 
all riders and bikes are safe and well (A 
budding new volunteer for the local fire 
brigade in the making maybe). 

Grateful thanks go to Ralph and Lois 
Weir for organising a great day out.

Northland: Kenton Short’s beautiful 1937 Triumph 
Tiger 90 voted the Best Bike on rally.

RESULTS 
King of the Road (Veteran) 
1 Robert Hutton 1924 Harley
2 Gary Hawke  1929 AJS 
Bringans Family Trophy (PV) 
1 Robin Benington  1941 Indian
2 Bill Veitch  1938 Sunbeam
3 Ray Shearman  1941 Indian
R & L Weir Trophy (PWV) 
1 Dave Hastings  1953 AJS
2 Ron Burgess  1954 BSA
3 Percy Ralston  1953 Royal Enfield
Gerald’s Memorial Plate (P60) 
1 Ron Gilbert  1979 BMW
1 Alan Lavender  1977 Yamaha
3 John Sim  1974 Norton
Gerald Lynch-Blosse Cup (People’s Choice)
Gary Hawke  1929 AJS

 
BW

Northland: Wayne Johnson’s much travelled 1966 BSA Lightning.

North Otago: R Hutton’s Harley (King of the 
Road Winner).
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2002 BMW, a selection of the Muscle car 
brigade et al. I had no fixed idea about 
what I wanted other than it had to look 
the part, handle well and be cheaper to 
run than the consumer king Jaguar. Also 
it had to have a roof as this machine 
would have to do service in everyday life 
and all weathers, when something beyond 
the charms of the Viva was needed, an 
appealing bird net you might say. A soft top 
was not on my list, the tent like erection 
that accompanied my old Morgan and the 
leaky flappy top with crazed yellowing rear 
window that went with the Austin-Healey 
had pretty much cured me of such delights.

So I stood on the sideline at Pukekohe 
and watched but nothing much was 
tweaking my interest. You know how it 
goes when you’re eyeing up the talent, a 
sweep across the field and nothing hits you 
so you try again and maybe, just maybe, 
there’s a wee flash of colour or a sudden 
electrical jolt to the cranium and you’ve 
got to rewind the cortex and analyse what 
it was that has caused this sudden distur-
bance. That’s what happened as I viewed a 
number of races that day; it wasn’t a flash 
of colour or an electrical jolt but rather 
the slow dawning that across a number 
of races I had been watching there was 
a little white car scurrying around the 
track at a good pace and putting bigger 
and shinier stuff to shame. Because it 
was small, comparatively, and ordinary in 

white it wasn’t making me take notice 
until the grey matter caught up with the 
visuals and told me to pay more attention. 
When I did I realised I was watching an 
Alfa Romeo and that it was something 
to watch; it was quick and sounded 
awesome. Now my interest was aroused 
and I wondered right then why I hadn’t 
thought much about Alfas before. Later 
in the day I tracked down the pilot of this 
white delight, a lovely chap by the name of 
Tony Roberts, known now for his involve-
ment in bringing the Hampton Downs 
race track into being. We had a chat and 
I picked up a few bits of knowledge about 
this model of  Alfa; the Bertone-designed 
GTV two door coupe that started life as 
a 1300cc machine and gradually evolved 
through 1600 and 1750cc variations to the 
final 2 litre version.

I thought about nothing but Alfa 
Romeo for the next week or two and 
started looking in the paper for Alfas for 

sale. Really I should have done a bit more 
research into the model, its value, the 
pitfalls, the good bits and all that, but truth 
be told I was smitten by these gorgeous 
looking sporting coupes and there probably 
wasn’t anything much any one could have 
said to persuade me that I shouldn’t have 
one. And so impatience and impetuosity 
ruled the day and I bought the first one 
that I found in the ‘for sale’ columns and 
that looked in pretty good shape. For a few 
dollars past $8000 I became the delighted 
owner of a white 1972 1750 GTV. Given 
that the models’ predecessors had hit the 
road way back in 1963 there had been 
plenty of time for the basic bugs to be 
ironed out and, as it happened, this one 
turned out to be rather nice. What I got 
for my 8 grand was an eye opening car; 
brilliant style, it just looked so right from 
every angle; a glorious twin cam twin carb 
alloy engine mated to a five speed box, disc 
brakes all round with twin boosters, a very 
stylish and comfortable interior and you 
could actually jam quite a bit of stuff into 
the boot. I realised then just why people 
get hung up on Italian cars. How could 
you not? The style, the feel, the flair, the 
not quite so ordinary. From day one that 
little car wrapped me up in its charisma; I 
was an Alfa convert. Of course the knowl-
edgeable with their Allegros, Valiants and 
Morris Marinas were at pains to direct me 
as to the error of my ways. It’ll rust away 
before your eyes, bloody Italian stuff always 
breaks down and no one can fix them and 
so on. I took no notice, love is blind, and 
they were quite wrong.

Now as a paid up Alfisti I thought I 
should join the owners’ club, which I duly 
did and rocked up to the club rooms for 
the monthly meetings. The first thing that 
happened was that I ran into an old friend 
who, oddly enough, I hadn’t seen since we 
were at school together. Then, more impor-
tantly, I twigged that there was a pecking 
order among the members and that the 
big peckers were the chaps down the back 
who huddled with their drinks and fags 
and muttered about serious matters like lap 
times, tyres, race cams, broken stuff and 
the like while the ordinary enthusiasts got 
on with their cup of tea and the planning 
of the next concours or picnic run. Clearly 
down the back with the chaps was where 
I needed to be so some stripe earning 
was required, and that meant getting the 
1750 onto the track. Back in 1986 getting 
on to the race track required little more 
than a license acquired through the NZ 
GP Association (I think that was what it 
was called), a car that would pass a scruti-
neering check, a set of overalls (Flame 
crushers etc. not required) and a helmet. 

The Italian Affair
 I have been threatening for months to 

divulge all; the story of my Italian affair: 
The first meeting , the arousal of passion, 
the joy, the frustration, the cost, the 
speed, the frustration, the lack of speed, 
the frustration, the aging, the questions 
and the divorce.

And so we arrive at the beginning of a 
commitment that lasted for nigh on two 
decades.

As is so often the case it all started in 
an unplanned kind of way. It was 1984 
and I was building a career and taking 
some pleasure from my Mk2 3.8 Jag. That 
pleasure came in the form of various 
classic races at places such as Pukekohe 
and Whenuapai. There was though, a 
problem, and that was money. The car 
was mostly ok as long as I treated it with 
some respect but its appetite for tyres and 
fuel was voracious and it soon became 
apparent that this delightful but greedy 
machine would have me off-side with the 
institution which took a close interest 
in the income I was depositing and the 
larger amount that was departing. It was 
a case of give up the fun or find a more 
economical way to continue.

From this point things moved rather 
quickly. I put the Jaguar up for sale; that 
was in the days when one put an ad in 
the paper, and oddly enough it sold rather 
quickly at a decent price. Now, unexpect-
edly, I found myself carless except for 
the everyday hack, an image-denting, 
rather uninspiring, Vauxhall Viva HC. 
Not a good look and something needed 
to be done. Fortune intervened in the 
form of a Classic race meet at Pukekohe 
and I thought if I travelled incognito I 
could slip in, sans Jag, anonymous in the 
Viva and take a sideline look at what 
was really doing stuff on the track. In 
those early days of the Classic racing 
movement much of what appeared and 
raced was pretty standard road going 
material; sports and GT cars that were 
a step or two ahead of the family saloon 
in appearance and performance. MGs of 
every variety, Cortinas, GT and Lotus; 
Escorts, Fiats, Jaguars, large and not so 
large; the occasional Lancia, Morgans, 
Sunbeams, Alpine and Tiger; Daimlers, 
Dart and saloon; Porsches, the occasional 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels 
and other things

I realised I was watching an 
Alfa Romeo and that it was 

something to watch; it was quick 
and sounded awesome. 
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Well I had the overalls, the kind your local 
garage man wears, and girlfriend of the 
time very carefully drew and cut out a neat 
green 4 leaf clover, Alfa racing badge, and 
stitched it onto the overalls. I found a nice 
Alfa Romeo sticker and covered the Jaguar 
label on my helmet. Conversion complete 
I was ready to go Alfa racing and join the 
fast dudes. This was a new experience. 
The Jaguar had been fun, mostly because 
it went fast in a straight line, but I never 
really mastered the art of cornering tidily 
in it; now in this Alfa one had to get in 
and out of the corners at speed because 
that’s where the places could be made 
up. There were lots of fast cars but the 
Alfas with their balance and handling, 
decent acceleration and good brakes could 
make up time and make passes through 
the twisty bits; such fun: Challenging, 
demanding, satisfying, until you got it 
wrong and ended up describing circles on 
or off the track.

Having acquired some track skills it 
wasn’t long before I arrived at the consider-
ation that I needed to go faster because the 
other Alfa chaps were getting away from 
me in their modified machines. Going 
faster required therefore that I spend quite 

a sum on the 1750 to upgrade its perfor-
mance or I find a ready to race machine. 
Very fortunately one of the ‘down the 
back of the room’ race brigade chaps was 
contemplating selling his well modified 
2000 GTV in favour of another which was 
even more modified; hence faster again. 
Now that meant of course if I bought his 
car he would still be quicker in his new 
one; but I too would be quicker and I 
knew the car was capable of some pretty 
decent lap times. The question of money 
raised its head but a very suitable solution 
presented itself. I had, fortunately, by this 
time acquired a new girlfriend who was 
quite keen on this car race game. (I think 
the driver chap came into the picture) She 
offered to loan me the money. Brilliant! I 
could keep the 1750 as the street machine 
and take possession of a modified shiny 
red 2000 GTV. The, ah, generous sponsor, 
needed, of course, suitable recognition so 
in due course we got married: An arrange-
ment that persists to this day even though 
those Alfas are long gone.

That lovely red GTV was a cracker and 
we had some wonderful adrenalin adven-
tures; but more of that next time.

 BW

VINTAGE 
& CLASSIC 

ENGINE 
PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS,
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

Ph 03 338 5372 Email gandkcalder@clear.net.nz
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▲ Hose manufacturing – brake, braided, power steering 
▲ Brake cylinder resleeving



Dennis Lowe is working away on his 
Oldsmobile. He has taken it to a 
couple of car shows towed behind 

the 1935 Chrysler Roadster. 

Earl and Rose Preston are running neck 
and neck to have their respective restora-
tions on the road by Christmas. Earl’s 1915 
Swift restoration has just returned from 
the paint shop and looks resplendent in 
three shades of blue. Robert Woods has 
Rose’s Curved Dash Oldsmobile alongside 
his own in Christchurch and hopes to 
have both on the road by the end of the 
year.

In 1969 Bernie Byers of Nelson 
completed the restoration of a 1906 
Cadillac that he motored extensively until 
about three years ago when it became 
surplus to his needs and was sold to Neville 
Digby of Christchurch. It has changed 
hands again to become part of Andrew 
Sims collection in Methven. Despite the 
fact that Methven is a fairly chilly place at 
this time of the year Andrew has clocked 
up 200 miles while becoming acquainted 
with the car. 

Another one for the next generation, 
Wallace McNair has completed the resto-
ration of a 1913 AB4 Delage and has 
already had his 12 year old granddaughter 

behind the wheel to get a feel for the car 
that one day she will own.

I also hear that Rae Fairweather has 
had a couple of new wheels made for his 
1913 Buick so look forward to seeing it out 
and about again when it gets warmer. 

Kevin Slater who now lives at Foxton 
Beach has bought the 1917 Dodge 
Roadster that was previously owned by Jim 
Boag of Auckland. Canterbury members 
would be familiar with it as it was owned 
by Tony and Cath Best for several years. 

The date for next year’s Brighton Rally 
is confirmed as 19 January followed by 
a Prince Henry Tour beginning from 
Dunedin on 29 January to tie in with the 
National Veteran Rally in Invercargill to 
be held from 1 – 3 February. I’ve also had 
advance notice that the 60th Brighton 
Rally is to be held on 25 January 2014. 

John Chenowyth has increased his 
Buick fleet with the addition of a 1917 
truck that he purchased from Chris Slater 
from Wairarapa who earlier bought it from 
the Hodder family. It began life as a tourer 
bought new from Thos Wagg and Co Ltd, 
Masterton by William Hodder, a dairy 
farmer in Featherstone, when in his 
seventies and was handicapped by only 
having one eye. He had never driven a car 
and most likely never drove the Buick. His 
two spinster daughters who lived with him 
did the driving. The farm and the 
adjoining one are still owned by the 
Hodder family. The Buick was driven in 
the Armistice Parade and then trucked 
sometime during WWII and relegated to 
farm duties carting milk to the factory 

replacing horse and dray. On one occasion 
it hit a bull on the road and a lower 
radiator from a different model Buick was 
fitted. The side panels were trimmed 
accordingly. It last ran in the hands of the 
Hodder family in 1950 and moved into the 
hands of Chris Slater in the ‘80s. 

BW

Diane Ross
38 Keenans Road
RD 2, Ashburton
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

Can you identify this mystery car used during a snowstorm in Canterbury to carry provisions to Hororata after a snowfall. The provisions were then carried by 
packhorse to the Lake Coleridge power station.

1913 Delage, owner W McNair.

1911 Atterbury purchased from USA by the 
Invercargill Truck Museum in 2006. Unusual 
feature is wooden chassis with steel reinforcing 
plates.

1913 New Hudson, owner R Hebberd.
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WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

UNDER THE NEW
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s
Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Auckland 2120

PISTON RINGS

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

Are you reading 
this magazine 
as a subscriber 

or a casual 
purchaser from a 

bookstand?
Did you know that if you join the Vintage 

Car Club then you receive each issue 

delivered to your letterbox at 

the beginning of each second month 

(Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct and Dec) as a 

membership benefit?

Did you know joining the Vintage Car Club 

costs little more than you have been paying 

for this magazine and yet you receive all 

the other benefits of belonging to our great 

club? Including free advertising in this 

magazine. 

 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) caters 

for all motor vehicles that are over 30 years 

old but it is not a requirement to own an 

eligible vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 

membership application forms and details 

of your local branch or you may wish to 

contact the branch closest to you directly. 

They are listed inside the front cover 

of this issue.

Membership fees vary from branch to branch
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David Bruce Marlborough
David’s first car was a 1923 Buick 4 

Roadster which he took on the 1965 Haast 
Rally. This was followed by several Model 
As. In 1962 he acquired a 1925 Rover 14/45 
roadster requiring restoration and this was 
completed for the 1972 International Rally 
at Nelson. 

In 1963 David was on the trail of 1905 
Rover in Blenheim. After many years 
and a lot of help from fellow Vintage 
car enthusiasts the car was finished in 
November 1979 and took part in the 1980 
International Rally at Rotorua. The car is 
still in good running order today.

Other cars have been a 1951 Riley RMB 
2½ Litre followed by a 1950 RMB 2½ litre. 
He also obtained the remains of a 1931 
Riley 9 which was eventually turned into a 
two seater special, now living in Motueka 
and known as the Ward Riley.

Glen Bull  Wairarapa
From 1953 Glen owned many motorbikes 

and in 1961 he restored a 1915 Triumph 
Model H 550cc and entered it in the 
Wairarapa AA 50th Jubilee picnic in 1962. 
He also rode this bike in the Lower Hutt 
to Upper Hutt Rally of February 1962 and 
attended the 1962 Easter Rally at Palmerston 
North. In 1963 Wellington and Wairarapa 
members met in H J Jones’ Featherson 
Garage where they formed a Wairarapa 
sub-committee of the Wellington Branch 
with 16 members. When the Wairarapa 
Branch was subsequently formed Glen served 
on the committee and was also branch 
chaiman. The branch held the first National 
Vintage and Veteran Motor Cycle Rally 
which was held at Solway Showgrounds in 
Masterton on 25 February 1967.

These days Glen prefers to ride the bikes 
he owns whilst enjoying watching both his 
sons and now his grandson, getting the 
same enjoyment and camaraderie he experi-
ences.

Des Cornwall  Taranaki
Des heard of the formation of a Taranaki 

Branch of the Vintage Car Club and 
attended the meeting that took place on 
6 October 1962 in New Plymouth. Des 
and his wife Phyllis have been active and 
keen members of the Taranaki Branch since 
and have been heavily involved in branch 
activities. Des completed eight years as a 
committee member serving as chairman, 
secretary, club captain and delegate. Their 
involvement continues today and they were 
on the Rally Route Committee for the 2011 
Vero rally at Wanganui. 

His first car was a 1924 Buick tourer 
purchased in January 1961 for £35 and he 
has rallied this car extensively. Vehicles he 
has had since include a Model T tourer and 
a Model T coupe, a 1930 Graham Paige 
(restored for the 1996 50th Anniversary 
Sun Alliance Rally) and an Austin 8 tourer. 
A restored Austin 8 sedan was purchased 
for Phyllis and the latest one to be restored 
is a Jaguar XK150.

Graham Gordon  Wairarapa
Graham was originally a member of 

Wellington Branch however in 1963 
it was decided to form the Wairapapa 
sub-committee and in 1968 the Wairarapa 
Branch was officially formed. Graham was a 
foundation member of this branch, and was 

the branches first secretary from 1963 until 
1968. He was also Beaded Wheels scribe and 
newsletter editor.

Graham has interests in both motor-
cycles and Vintage cars. He has previously 
owned a Matchless motorcycle and 
currently owns a 1926 Ford Model T which 
he has rallied all around New Zealand. He 
took top honours in the Wairarapa Branch’s 
21st Anniversary Rally driving the Model T, 
which also took part in the inaugural rally. 
Graham’s other passion includes railcars 
and he is currently involved in the resto-
ration of the only surviving railcar built 
especially for the Wairarapa.

Graham still has a keen interest in the 
Club and keeps in touch with his VCC 
friends. 

Eric Hodges  Taranaki
Eric Hodges is a first year member of the 

branch and he has always made himself 
available when requests for help are made. 
He has attended many branch runs and has 
also been active in other branch events. 
He was an entrant in the first Maunga 
Moana Rally held in 1964 with his 1927 
Ford Model T. He also attended early rallies 
representing the branch in the mid 1960s 
with visits to Hawke’s Bay and the Gentle 
Annie in his Ford Model T tourer with 
fellow branch member Des Cornwall. He 
also attended the visits to Pio Pio to support 
their gala days along with other members 
of this branch. Eric has restored a 1929 
Studebaker coupe, a 1926 Model T roadster, 
a 1927 Model T tourer, a 1926 Model T 
truck, a 1960 Studebaker Hawk and a 1962 
Studebaker Hawk

Eric Hodges is never one to seek the 
limelight but is always there to lend a 
helping hand when needed.

William Ronald Janes Bay of Plenty
Bill was 18 when he bought his 1939, 

8hp Standard tourer. The film Genevieve 
awakened an interest in old cars and in 

50 YEAR AWARDS 

Des Cornwall. 
Photos by Alex Johnston 
Photography

Eric Hodges. 
Photos by Alex Johnston 
Photography

Wairarapa Branch: Glen Bull and Graham Gordon. Bay of Plenty Branch: 
Murray McClymont.

Marlborough Branch: 
Des Palmer

Marlborough Branch: David Bruce
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1960 a Vintage Car Rally and display at 
the Wharapai Domain encouraged him 
to join the Bay of Plenty Branch. Soon 
Bill and wife Theresa became involved 
in the running of the branch with Bill 
serving on the committee and as chairman 
and club captain. In 1963 Bill organised a 
Cavalcade of Motoring, and in 1969 Bill 
and Terry were in charge of the National 
North Island Easter Rally, a mammoth 
task which attracted 150 entrants. Bill’s 
first restoration was a 1926 Vauxhall 14/40 
tourer followed by eight other restorations.

He also built the wooden body frames 
for 38 Vintage and Classic cars for 
members from all over New Zealand. Not 
only is he a craftsman with wood, he is an 
expert model engineer who makes his skill 
and time available to members in trouble. 

Murray P McClymont Bay of Plenty
Murray’s passion for well-groomed cars 

had been fostered over many years by his 
father who was also interested in cars and 
motor bikes. Once he was through his 
mechanic’s apprenticeship he became an 
AA Service Officer for the next 28 years. 
Subsequent to this he was nominated to 
the AA Bay of Plenty Council and served 
for 15 years as a councillor. He has owned 

many cars over the years (too many to 
list) from an Austin 7 to a 1948 V8 Club 
coupe before moving to family sized cars. 
He continually searched for collectible cars 
and before long he had a Chrysler 77 in the 
shed before it was sold to make way for a 
1939 Buick saloon which he owned for 23 
years.

Although he appreciated the English 
and European cars, it was always the big 
chromed American ones that took his 
eye. So the search was on to find a 1964 
Chevrolet Impala. One was finally found in 
Auckland and it became his pride and joy.

Des Palmer Marlborough
Des served on the branch committee 

in 1963 and 1964 then again from 1973 to 
1975. He was also the branch parts registrar 
during the 1960s. 

He has done an excellent restora-
tion of his 1930 Chevrolet tourer. He has 
also owned a 1924 Buick 4 tourer, a 1934 
Chrysler 6 roadster, a 1935 Pontiac coupe, 
and a 1916 Overland tourer.

He travelled to many a rally over the 
years and enjoyed his vehicles to the utmost. 
Des was in business as a motor trimmer 
for many years and many vehicles in the 
branch have benefited from his meticulous 

handiwork. An untimely accident left him 
with limited mobility and eyesight. Not one 
to let things get him down he is still very 
keen on his cars, and he is still a very valued  
member.

Alan Roberts  
 Banks Peninsula

Alan has gathered many cars over the 
years. His first Veteran 1909 Wolseley 
Siddeley 14hp was built up from spares from 
Ron Duckworth’s similar car. 

Alan’s car collection has continued to 
grow and currently contains a 1920 Fiat 
501 with Silvani cylinder head, a 1930 
Sunbeam Saloon owned over 25 years, a 
1924 Vauxhall Wensum sports and a 1907 
Wolseley Siddeley, almost completed.

Alan has helped many fellow Vintage 
motorists with his engineering repairs and 
parts, keeping many cars on the road. There 
are many Fiat 501s on the road with Alan’s 
modifications resulting in improved perfor-
mances, both in New Zealand and overseas.

Alan has served on the Banks Peninsula 
committee for the last two years and also 
several terms in the past.

Vintage Car Club of NZ (Inc) Members, upon presentation of their membership card on checkout, 
will receive 10% discount off all bookings made on www.asurestay.com
Plus all members are eligible to receive our ASURE Loyalty Programme

Stay in Comfort with

Terms and Conditions
Discount available on room only. Cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other promotion. 
Excludes Public Holidays and Special Events.

We accept all major credit cards and

Committed To Your Comfort

NORTH ISLAND
KAITAIA ASURE Wayfarer Motel 0800 118 100
PAIHIA ASURE Casa Bella Motel 0800 800 810
WHANGAREI ASURE Cherry Court Motor Lodge 0800 405 406
AUCKLAND CENTRAL ASURE AT Eden Park 0800 283 336
AUCKLAND SOUTH/AIRPORT ASURE Camelot Arms Motor Lodge 0800 22 33 33
HAMILTON ASURE Barclay Motel 0800 80 80 90
TE AWAMUTU ASURE Albert Park Motor Lodge 0800 22 11 66
TAURANGA ASURE Macy’s Motor Inn 0800 006 2297
WHAKATANE ASURE Barringtons Motor Lodge 0800 830 130
ROTORUA ASURE Palm Court Motor Inn 0800 725 626
GISBORNE ASURE Alfresco Motor Lodge 0800 222 550
TAUPO ASURE Ascot Motor Inn 0800 800 670
TURANGI ASURE Parklands Motor Lodge 0800 456 284
NAPIER ASURE Colonial Lodge Motel 0800 68 44 77
NEW PLYMOUTH ASURE Saddle & Sulky Motor Lodge 0800 475 757
WANGANUI ASURE Cooks Gardens Motor Lodge 0800 800 843
PALMERSTON NORTH ASURE Colonial Court Motel 0800 22 56 45
MASTERTON ASURE Masterton Motor Lodge 0508 644 644
KAPITI COAST ASURE Kapiti Court Motel 0800 52 66 83
LOWER HUTT ASURE Fernhill Motor Lodge 0800 433 764

SOUTH ISLAND
BLENHEIM ASURE Sundowner Motel 0800 82 81 80
NELSON ASURE Fountain Resort Motel 0508 376 683
HANMER SPRINGS ASURE Hanmer Inn Motel 0800 11 45 11
GREYMOUTH ASURE Highpark Motor Inn 0800 844 846
HOKITIKA ASURE Annabelle Motel 0508 54 94 94
FOX GLACIER ASURE Mt Cook View Motel 0800 828 814
CHRISTCHURCH ASURE Bush Inn Court Motel 0800 287 446
ASHBURTON ASURE Adcroft Motel 0800 222 737
TIMARU ASURE Ashley Motor Lodge 0800 50 33 50
OMARAMA ASURE Sierra Motels 0800 743 772
OAMARU ASURE Armada Motor Inn 0800 62 62 78
DUNEDIN ASURE Dunedin & Academy Court Motels 0800 477 769
MILTON ASURE St John’s Court Motel 0800 400 456
ALEXANDRA ASURE 117 Avenue Motel 0800 75 88 99
CROMWELL ASURE Central Gold Motel 0800 236 4653
WANAKA ASURE Brookvale Motel 0800 438 333
QUEENSTOWN ASURE Queenstown Gateway Apartments 0800 656 665
TE ANAU ASURE Amber Court Motel 0800 188 779
GORE ASURE Oakleigh Motels 0800 62 55 34
INVERCARGILL ASURE Evergreen Motel 0800 667 000

NZ’s Premier Loyalty Programme
stay 9 nights at 3 ASURE properties and receive $100 off your 10th stay

: 



On Friday 25 May 2012, vehicle 

safety group the Low Volume Vehicle 

Technical Association let its hair down 

a little to celebrate its 20th birthday. 

The VCCNZ is a founding member of 

this association.

For older vehicle construction and 
modification enthusiasts, it doesn’t seem 
that long ago that the future of the car 
building hobby in New Zealand was 
under threat, but LVVTA’s recent 20th 
anniversary celebrations were a reminder 
that two decades have in fact passed since 
the hobby’s day of reckoning was success-
fully fended off. In 1989, Tony Johnson, 
then President of the New Zealand Hot 
Rod Association, began knocking on the 
Government’s door to negotiate a counter-
proposal to the plans they had in place for 
modified vehicles, which led to the estab-
lishment of the LVVTA, and paved the 
way toward the current self-governance 
system we have today. In April 1992 the 
official LVV certification system launched 
and it has steadily evolved ever since.

The passing of a challenging 20 years 
was marked in style with an evening at 
LVVTA’s Wellington offices, where 100 
or so attendees enjoyed speeches from 
LVVTA personnel and past and present 
Government officials, and some presen-
tations to key people who have helped 
to shape the LVV certification system 
into what it is today. Amongst a display 
of scratch-built vehicles in the LVVTA 
factory for the visitors to enjoy, was the 
very first car to be LVV certified, a blue 
1936 Chrysler sedan, running a 440 cubic 
inch Chrysler engine and bearing the LVV 

certification plate # 0001. Twenty years on, 
the car is still exactly as it was originally 
built and certified, and is still owned by its 
builder, Tokoroa’s Bernie Lennon.

LVVTA took the opportunity to induct 
a further five people into their Wall of 
Honour at their anniversary celebra-
tions. The LVVTA Wall of Honour pays 
permanent tribute to outstanding people, 
who, through their vision, passion, and 
commitment, have significantly contrib-
uted to the betterment of the motor vehicle 
modification and construction hobby and 
industry in New Zealand. The inductees 
were Chris Litherland and Graham Walls 
for their technical contributions through 
twenty-plus years of service to the LVVTA 
Technical Advisory Committee, John 
Reid and Terry Bowden for raising the bar 
within New Zealand’s vehicle modifica-
tion and construction industry, and Steve 
Keys for his long-term commitment to the 
management of LVVTA.

The evening provided opportunity for 
the LVVTA to recognise and honour a 
core group of founding LVV Certifiers. 
“These guys … had the courage to step 
forward into the relative unknown when 
we were setting the system up back in 
the 1989-1991 period, they have remained 
committed to the cause ever since” says 
LVVTA CEO Tony Johnson. 

Twenty years is a great milestone, and 
LVVTA remains as committed as ever to 
providing an environment where vehicle 
construction and modification enthusiasts 
can successfully co-exist with the wants 
and needs of our Government, despite 
the challenges of living in this climate of 
5-star safety, planet-saving, and political 
correctness.

The utility vehicle has been a part of 
New Zealand’s motoring history almost 
since the beginning and remains popular 
today. As the author states, New Zealand 
is “a nation that has embraced the idealism 
that it is always important to have at hand 
a vehicle which can perform the sorts of 
duty the everyday family sedan cannot, 
regardless of whether that vehicle is ever 
actually asked to perform those duties”. 

In this colourful book, author Steve 
Holmes has captured a snapshot of New 
Zealand life with a brief history and 
description of more than 50 utes along 
with full page colour photos. The subjects 
range from the Veteran and Vintage era 
to almost new and  from factory stock 
to severely modified. Most of course are 
American or Australian, but there is a 
selection of offerings from other countries 
represented in New Zealand’s motoring 
fleet. 

This is not a technical tome, merely 
a brief look at as wide a range of makes 
and models as might have reasonably been 
fitted into one easily manageable book. In 
most of the pictures the utes might have 
been ‘scrubbed up’, but the owners have 
not, a hint to the down-to-earth nature of 
the typical ute owner, a few of whom must 
be VCC members. The high standard of 
the photography impressed me, with every 
visible detail of the vehicles very clear.

The limited amount of technical infor-
mation given in the book appears mostly 
correct although I suspect that the engine 
in Leo’s 1954 International AR-110 is 
bigger than 2200cc.

If nothing else the lurid green Vauxhall 
ute on the front cover of this book will 
grab the attention of the casual book 
browser.

book review

The Kiwi Ute Driver’s Guide to Life 
by Steve Holmes
160 pages, softcover 

ISBN 978-1-86950-909-5 

Published by HarperCollins Publishers (NZ)
www.harpercollins.co.nz

Reviewed by Mark Dawber

LVVTA’s 20th Anniversary
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E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 Barbadoes St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone / Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels TRADE DIRECTORY

 You’ve a period vehicle— 
so how about a period  
Introduction Card?

PrintLife® now produce two  
 kinds of Eyeball Cards— 
 typeset by craftsman using  
  genuine lead type, or  
  printed digitally in full colour 
  with a photo of your vehicle.

Eyeball Cards™

PrintLife®

email: sales@printlife.co.nz  
or 09-232 2922

For more information 
Trish 09 232 2922 D1 Bantam

For more information go to
www.printlife.co.nz

SEALWELL®

CLEANS & SEALS

The Ultimate Cooling System Treatment
No More Rust, Corrosion or Leaks

Courier parcels can still be sent to
7 Dean Crescent, Waihi
Ph 07 212 8742
Email ajfordv8@clear.net.nz

RELOCATING

As from late May AJAY’S Ford V8 Parts Ltd
will be at 149 Hollis Road, Waihi

Changed
Fax 07 863 7727

www.fordv8parts.com
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Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels TRADE DIRECTORY

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146 
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171 

First published in 1973. 
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

Paihia is the perfect base for exploring the far north
Marlin Court offers high-quality accommodation just 100m from Paihia’s 
main beach. FREE Wi-Fi, pool, BBQ area and plenty of off-street parking.

VCC members and owner/operators John and Maureen Davison

Seaview Rd, Paihia, Bay of Islands, New Zealand  Ph +64 9 402 7693 
marlincourtmotel@xtra.co.nz  Reservation Free Phone 0800 800 959

www.bayofislandsmotel.com

Marlin Court Motel
PAIHIA – BAY OF ISLANDS 10% discount for VCC Members until 20 December

 2012.

I’m looking for cars with overheating problems

Please call me anytime for a chat

Roy King 0800 46 33 46
liquidintelligence115.com.au roylking@xtra.co.nz

1ST STEP – A Clean System
Liquidintelligence 239 – Cooling system cleaner. 70 times 
the cleaning power of other flushes. 
Comes as a kit – enough for 30 Litres

$123.50 
incl GST 

incl Freight

2ND STEP – Any car that struggles to keep cool or 
blows coolant out needs this synthetic coolant.
Liquidintelligence 115 – Fully synthetic coolant, doubles the 
boiling temp, never stops transferring heat from the engine 
to the radiator, lasts forever – totally harmless to all 
metals, plastics etc.

$31.50 
per litre

incl GST 
+ Freight

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers should 
refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, logos, blank 
lines and formatting. All classified rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. Advertisers 
requiring ads longer than the standard 65 words, or 
who require typography or space, must apply display 
rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to edit 
or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a maximum 
of 65 words per advertisement. Members must be 
financial and identify their Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an SAE 
if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month preceding 
publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues
 (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished digital 
artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical nature for 
inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels however regrets 
that it is not able to offer editorial space for advertisements nor 
for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing prior 
to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. Where possible 
Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the advertisement cost for 
any cancellations received after the booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing 
charge of 2.25%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are made 
by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels or the 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product or service 
to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be construed as 
endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 
(Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the text of 
all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves the right to 
refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the aims, objectives, and 
standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission 
Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which 
indicates or could reasonably be understood as indicating an intention 
to discriminate by reason of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical 
beliefs. Advertisers should take all care in drafting advertisements as 
they could be held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage 
Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

.
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BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

marketplace
FOR SALE

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

CARBON BRUSHES — We can replicate 
any Carbon Brush you require. Over 30 years 
experience. Independent Carbon Brush, 350a 
Heads Road, Wanganui. Phone 06 344 4514. 
Email ic.brush@xtra.co.nz

DISTRIBUTOR & FUEL PUMP
PARTS AND SERVICE

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new,

NOS, remanufactured and used.
Vacuum advancers restored.

Electronic ignition kits to eliminate points. 
Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, Auckland, 2576.
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com
Phone Peter 09 267 4700 

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member
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1927 ESSEX 4 DOOR SUPER SIX  As far as I know 
all parts are there. Reconditioned short block to 
Essex specs. Have profiles for roof and will email 
photos.Reasonable offers. Phone 03 329 7073 leave 
message.

1928 AUSTIN 16/6 SEDAN  16,000mls on the rebuilt 
motor. Good drivetrain. Restored to roll. $20,000 
bare ono. $22,000 including many parts. List 
request of owner supplied. Phone 03 476 3665  MEM

1930-32 MORRIS MINOR SV PARTS  Wheels x4. 
Bonnet. Front Axles x 2. Diff. Radiators 1932 x 2, 
surrounds x 3. 1930 radiator, (V Good), St Box. 
Engines x 4, gearboxes x 3, springs x 7. Plus heaps 
of misc parts. Would like to sell as a Lot. Make an 
offer. Murray 03 544 0268  mjsutton@slingshot.
co.nz

1934(?) ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY ENGINE  Phone 
Murray 03 544 0268 mjsutton@slingshot.co.nz

1947 MORRIS 8 SE.  Recon motor, plate affixed. 
Recon brake system (M/cylinder stainless 
insert). Good rubber, very little rust, upholstery 
etc 75% $600. 4 dry stored retreads for same 
$100. Numerous parts, body, glass, running gear, 
electrical, fuel, more ask. Price for all $1,100. Phone 
07 378 1592 Taupo.

1953 CHEV HEAD $50.  Blackstone cast fuel tank 
and muffler $100. Jeffery Quad 1914 Front Wheel 
$50. Steel Wheels x2 rubbered 770x140 $ 100 pr. 
Phone Trevor on 06 345 8897 evenings.

3 USED 19 INCH TYRES,  2 Blockleys and 1 Michelin. 
Still a bit of legal tread left or good for rolling car 
around on. $100 the lot. You collect. Paul Hicks 09 
425 7015 or hicks.family@xtra.co.nz  MEM

4 ONLY DOOR HANDLES  to fit the MkI Ford Zephyr 
convertible and Austin Atlantic and perhaps 
other cars made in the UK by Carbodies. New 
reproduction, chromed, very well made in the UK, 
complete with lock cap. Internally cast to take a 
lock, $175 each, ring John Pauling, 021 151 0334, 
jandlp@xtra.co.nz   MEM

AUSTIN 7 REGISTERED 1929  Good running order 
$7,500 ono or exchange for a 1930s smaller cc 
English motorbike BSA – James etc. Phone 07 378 
9984.

AUTOMOTIVE BULBS IN 6-12-24 VOLT  including 
most hard to get bases in both 6 and 12 volt for 
conversions. These are the old type standard bulbs 
not the more expensive Quartz type. Try me for all 
your bulbs preferably with a description rather than 
an obsure number. Information and quotes phone 
Stuart Neill 03 472 7199 or email Stulynneill@
hotmail.com  MEM

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS!  Hundreds to choose from 
Marque, histories, manuals motor sport, bikes, etc. 
Alfa, Bentley, Jaguar, Corvette, Moss, Fangio, Prost, 
Goodwood, Bathurst,  rally annuals, Motocourse 
and lots more! See www.markview.co.nz

PARTS FOR SALE FOR RILEY ELF  or Wolseley Hornet, 
6 x hood bows, very good cond $35. 1 x oil pressure 
gauge hose, braided SS, 120cm long, Goodridge 
brand new cond $35. Phone Garry 07 549 5272  MEM

Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE,
all types. Contact Chris Slater, Coil Winding 
Services, Hupenui RD, Greytown, Wairarapa. 
Phone 06 304 9466.

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PARTS FOR SALE OR SWAP –  Magneto Lucas 4 
cyl (4VRA) ex condition $150. Clutch plate 11" 
11/8 10 spline new old stock $50. Tachometer 4½"  
8 cylinder impulse Smiths black face circa 60-70 
$200. Phone 03 541 9391 Nelson  MEM

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz
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1910 NAPIER HIRING LANDAULETTE  (taxicab). 
Meticulously restored. Starter motor now fitted. 
A few spares included. May consider part 
exchanging a European Vintage or sports car to 
keep me mobile while restoring next toy. Not a 
cheap Veteran so serious enquiries only please to 
hicks.family@xtra.co.nz for full details.  MEM

1926 MODEL T COUPE.  Converted to coil ignition, 
alloy pistons, shell bearings, two speed diff, 
wire wheels. Reg on hold. Very good condition. 
$22,000. Contact Graham Phone 06 3582292.

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or oversizes. 
Also pistons can be made to special dimensions. 
Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Road, 
Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz   MEM

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

REGARDING LONG REACH 18MM SPARK PLUGS.  A 
North Island Sunbeam owner was enquiring about 
these recently. Maybe I can help. Phone Trevor 03 
384 5211.

PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, 
S.U dash pot and water pump grease. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

SUNBEAM TALBOT ALPINE SPECIAL ROADSTER  
Number 5 of 75 specials built. Rootes development 
and test driver’s car. Museum car imported 18 years 
ago. Bodywork requires repairs for registration. A 
chance to own a rare classic. For details phone 06 
364 6737.

TRIUMPH TR6 WORKSHOP MANUAL.  Covers 
injected and carburettor models and overdrive units.  
Phone Rod 03 308 4402, email rodmargbegbie@
xtra.co.nz   MEM 

VINTAGE AND CLASSIC CARS FOR SALE.  A range of 
Model A Fords and other Vintage and Classic Cars. 
Pictures and info. emailed upon request. If you wish 
to advertise your car for sale on my new web site, 
please contact me. Enquiries to vcics@xtra.co.nz or 
Ph 03 312 4686.

WOLSELEY 1971  18/85 MkII 1800cc Manual 
76,000mls. Reg/WOF, drives well. South Canterbury 
car. $1,500 ono. Phone 027 392 8819.  MEM

WOLSELEY 4/44 ENGINE AND GEARBOX   1250 
similar to MG TF 1250. Mostly complete. Phone 06 
758 4244.  MEM 

1954 ALVIS GREY LADY  77,000 miles. Older 
restoration in very good order. Performs well. 
$19,500. Phone 07 575 9432.  MEM

VINTAGE TRUNKS  made to order or stock sizes. 
Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   MEM.

1936 MORRIS 8  4 door sedan, lots extras, excel 
tidy car, $2,000 spent on engine 1200 miles ago, 
$9,500. Phone 09 266 9152

1967 FORD ANGLIA DELUXE  Reg/wof, runs 
well. $5,000 ono plus spare parts. Phone Graeme 
07 304 8210.  MEM

AJS 1956 350CC 16MS  Totally rebuilt, never run 
on the road. Vin documents completed, ready for 
Vin process. Details of rebuild can be emailed on 
request. 46,950. Phone info@familysearch.co.nz 
or 027 458 7107, evenings fine.   MEM

1955 VAUXHALL CRESTA  (original condition). 
No rust, warranted and registered. Needs 
paint joband roof lining. Seat upholstery good 
condition. Phone 03 319 6981, 022 319 6981, 
Kaikoura. $3,500 neg.
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1979 TR7 2L 5 SPEED  Current ownership since 
late eighties. Sound well maintained condition 
consider part trade of ute or similar $11,000. 
Phone Nelson 03 541 9391.

1930 MODEL A DELUXE ROADSTER  Restored 
for 2006 Invercargill Vero Rally. Current Reg and 
WOF. Beautiful car, good condition, drives well, 
reluctant sale. Phone 03 359 9429 Christchurch or 
michemey@windowslive.com  MEM

1978 TRIUMPH 2500 TC.  Can only be described 
as showroom condition. Has never been restored, 
just cared for all its life. Minilite Mags, Service 
book showing all work, reg and WOF. I need the 
space in the garage. $5,000. Phone Wade 03 9800 
365, Christchurch.  MEM

IMMACULATE 1930 NASH 494,  Straight 8 seven 
seat. Restored to 1930 specifications. One of three 
worldwide. $120,000. Phone 03 544 4330, email 
dickanderson@xtra.co.nz

1925/6 DODGE 4 CYLINDER.  Rolling chassis 
bodied by Holden. Restoration approx 20 years ago 
in Australia. Sound body and cover. Not registered. 
Mothballed last 10 years since shipped to NZ from 
Melbourne. Reasonable offers considered. Brian 
Midgley, Invercargill phone 03 217 2125, email 
bmidge.2172125@xtra.co.nz  MEM

MOTORCYCLE PARTS MADE TO ORDER.  
Tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Presently we are fabricating a tank for a 1915 
Rover motorcycle. Call us and see how we can 
help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691, 027 
330 9581, email daviescw@live.com Shaun Davies 
Qualified Coachbuilder. 

1972 MERCEDES 350SL.  Soft top/ hard top. 
Reg, warranted. VCC VIC. White with red interior. 
2+2 seating. 100,000 miles. Regular servicing. 
Current owner 12 years. Exc. condition. Many 
extras including personalised plates. $20,000 ono. 
Further details, Bruce 07 888 7523.  MEM

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

CADILLAC 1928 CONVERTIBLE COUPE 341A 
V8.  Immaculate Condition, NZ New, Has many 
hard to find parts. Full history available, drives 
beautifully, current WOF & Reg. Genuine enquiries 
only, price by negotiation. Hawkes Bay. Phone 06 
844 2465 or email philandraewyn@xtra.co.nz  MEM

DAIMLER CONQUEST 1954  Blue/Grey Four Door 
Sedan. 6 Cylinder. Luxurious English car, described 
by Daimler club as ‘the best 1954 model in New 
Zealand.’ Certainly the near perfect condition 
of upholstery and exterior make it a desirable 
vehicle. Easy drive with pre-selector transmission. 
$15,000. Phone Ray Singleton 07 573 6547  MEM

1960 ASTON MARTIN DB4  Stunning restoration 
Photo included also available 1906 Model K 
Cadillac and 1947 Pontiac Woodie. Please contact 
Robert Benge for full details horselessauto@
gmail.com +1 646 2662245.

1926 CHEVROLET SUPERIOR K TOURER. 
 Body off restoration, new upholstery, hood, side 
curtains, tonneau cover. Recond. engine and 
balanced. Body in exc. condition, new paint. Better 
than new and as good as she looks. $30,000ono. 
Phone Ian 09 533 5533 or 0274 888 502.   MEM

1954 CITROEN BIG 15.  Good condition overall, 
runs well, minimal work needed to restore fully. 
Current WOF and Rego. $10,000.00 . Phone 0278 
657 092.
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RESTORATION WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder. 
Woodwork, panel and fabrication work for all 
Vintage, Veteran and Classic cars and Motorbikes. 
For all your restoration requirements phone 
Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581 
or email daviescw@live.com

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

MODEL “A” FORD REBUILT CARBURETTOR 
 – Zenith I, new venturi and jets, new needle & 
driver, etc. $250 with trade-in. Phone Jack 03 352 
6672 Christchurch or cell 0274 322 041  MEM

1974 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW 6.7L V8  
98,800mls. Repainted 10 years ago very good 
order. Reg and warrant. $20,000 ono. Phone Don 
White 09 418 0065 or 027 330 2686   MEM

1937 DODGE USA ASSEMBLED  heater hi speed 
diff 3 x ¼in bore excel motor, new clutch and 
timing chain just done. New radial tyres. Drives 
extra well, go anywhere $17,500. Phone 09 266 
9152

TRIUMPH SUPER SEVEN 1928  New Tyres plus 
a set of wire wheels. Inside upholstery been 
done. Chassis painted. Motor overhauled by 
reconditioner 10 years ago and runs well. Hydraulic 
brakes will need checking. The body does need a 
repaint. To view phone 07 576 6643  MEM 

1930 AUSTIN 7 RK SALOON  Reg & WOF. Some 
history. 12 volts, 4 speed. Black trim. Have owned 
for 14 years. $10,500. Tel 09 817 7845.  MEM

1976 FERRARI DINO 308 GT4  mechanically 
fully restored, new valves, cam belts, waterpump, 
clutch, brakes, suspension. Full records kept, 
73,000 miles. Auckland location $50,000. Phone 
021 025 461 84 or email ferrari.sailing@gmail.
com  MEM

WAITEMATA BRANCH  have produced a 45min 
DVD of this year’s Roycroft Trophy at Hampton 
Downs. Limited production run means you need to 
order asap to secure your copy. $25 plus $5 P&P 
(NZ). Contact Ian Goldingham Ph 09 445 8811, 
goldie@kiwilink.co.nz or secretary waitemata@
vcc.org.nz

1938 AUSTIN BIG SEVEN  Restored about 
20 years ago, good condition, motor runs 
beautifully, new registration and WOF. $7,000 
negotiable. Phone John 03 578 9044 or 
jondot@clear.net.nz  MEM

1955 MORRIS MINOR CONVERTIBLE 
 No expense spared in restoration, genuine 
convertible. Has 1000 motor and gearbox and 
diff, good hood, leather seats, new paint work. 
Very motorable car. Owing to illness have to sell, 
$12,000. Ph 09 266 9152

‘29 DESOTO SPORTS PHAETON TOURER 
 Imported from Australia 2000. Finished restoration 
2002. Done 45,000 miles only, 4.3 diff, lots of 
spares. Rare in New Zealand. Excellent performer, 
$55,000. Phone 09 266 9152.

1974 MG B GT  with reconditioned overdrive/
gearbox, good rubber and paint. No rust, has a 
good strong reliable motor, mechanically sound. 
WOF/registration. Very tidy and rallied regularly. 
Reluctant sale for health reasons $5,500. Phone 
Ray on 07 377 1223 or 021 784 007.
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AUSTIN A35 1958 2 DOOR  Excellent example in 
soft green. Has been restored inside and out, in 
excellent running order with recent wof/reg. Has 
good rubber all round and amazing motor that 
loves the hills. Heaps of spares. $4,500. Phone 
John Marshall 06 347 2997.  MEM

1966 DAIMLER MKII  2½L V8 7 owners, original 
throughout, well looked after, no rust. Presented 
in excellent condition. WOF & reg, VIC, many 
spares. $13,950 ono. Phone David 03 418 1878 for 
further information.  MEM

1959 HUMBER 80  1500cc Unrestored, tidy 
condition, 3 owners. Present owners 15 years. 
Extensively rallied all over NZ. Reconditioned 
head, brakes, water pump and universals. Many 
spares $3,200 ono. Phone Merv 09 298 1648 or 
027 448 6325.
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FREE ADVERTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members wishing 
to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at 
Marketplace Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our February ssue is 20 January 
2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 

foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels.
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

Non-VCCNZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 3%

JAGUAR SOVEREIGN 1985 B ritish import, sun 
roof, pepper-pot wheels, air con, 6 cylinder, 
4235cc, automatic. Reg 09/2012, WOF 11/2012. 
Excellent condition, runs like a dream. Regular 
services/repairs by Jaguar mechanics, receipts for 
$27,000. Beautiful collector’s vehicle. Sadly must 
sell, moving overseas. Phone John 06 867 9768

1947 ML 3 TON BEDFORD TRUCK  Cab, chassis 
and deck stripped and sandblasted, repaired and 
painted. Cab treated with Fisholene, new tyres 
and tubes and wiring. Brakes overhauled and 
reconditioned new linings. Phone Ian 027 650 
5609. $18,000 ono.  MEM

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6.
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 
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WANTED TO BUY
MASPORT ROTACUT  set of 4 cast alloy wheels 
as used on the first production 1955/56 models. 
Phone Nigel 021 061 7874 kayash@kol.co.nz

A REPLACEMENT DIFF HEAD  wanted for my Austin 
A30 rear axle. Ideally 3.9 ratio, but would consider 
either 4.2 or 3.7. Phone John 07 544 5372 at 
johnboaddy@yahoo.co.nz   MEM

I AM A CLUB MEMBER  looking for XK120 OTS or 
XK 150 Jaguar. Must be in very good nick, good 
price paid for the right one, I am NOT a dealer email 
andyandliz@slingshot.co.nz or cell 027 627 6803. 
 MEM

1980 MK 1V CORTINA  – Wanted to buy left and 
right door mounted (fixed through door skin) rear 
vision mirrors – especially left. I believe original 
make was “Lesco” but not certain. Phone Win 
Bishop – 06 362 6039 or 021 244 3554  or email 
Joan.Bishop@xtra.co.nz  MEM

BOOT LID FOR A 1938 CHRYSLER,  Dodge Plymouth 
sedan in good condition. Phone 09 437 2101 or 
email glward@xtra.co.nz

BOOK WANTED (International Trucks by Fred 
Crismons) or any information on I H C trucks 1907 
to 1930 especialy Speed Trucks ( red babies) PH 04 
528 4618 John or email bristoldev@xtra.co.nz   MEM

MG B GT WANTED TO BUY  Must be in excellent 
condition, wires and sun roof would be good. 
Phone 03 217 4565, 03 211 2102  MEM

TRIUMPH TR7  Standard bore engine block 
alternatively .030 pistons or Dolomite 1850 block. 
Phone 03 541 9391 Nelson  MEM

CAR WANTED  - MG Midget Mk 2 or 3 or Austin 
Healey Sprite Mk 3 or later. In good condition 
(or better). I am able to travel to inspect. Phone 
Charles 03 355 8633 or 027 604 5380. Email 
drrnz@hotmail.com

FORD V8  Pick Up 1935-1950 In original condition or 
an older restoration. Registered with WOF. North or 
South Island. Phone/text Rodney 021 379 767 or 09 
428 1448 evenings  MEM

BULLNOSE MORRIS COWLEY  differential and 
torque tube assembly wanted. Also running 
board supports and other miscellaneous items for 
light van project. Tony Craythorne 03 342 9110 
craythornes@actrix.co.nz  MEM

1925-26 DODGE  set of front mudguards. Phone 
Norman 07 823 3383 evenings  MEM

ASH 23"X 4½ WIREWHEEL.  Copy of owners manual 
for 1922-23 Buick 6cyl or workshop manual. Ash 
wirewheel carrier bolts to insides of chassis. Marvel 
carb 10-65. Txt 0210 245 7984 TGA  MEM

AIR CLEANER ELEMENT.  Panel type or complete 
assembly to fit a 1971 Vauxhall Viva HB with a 
side draught Stromberg carb. Please write to John 
Marshall, 54 Springvale Road, Wanganui or phone 
06 347 2997  MEM

J.A.P. SPEEDWAY 500  engine parts wanted to help 
keep Vintage racing car mobile. Phone 09 298 0599 
or 027 297 5354  MEM

JAGUAR SERIES 1 E TYPE  FHC or Roadster in any 
condition wanted to buy. Contact Robert Benge 
horselessauto@gmail.com

PARTS REQUIRED FOR 1930 R7 AJS  petrol tank, 
frontwheel 7" brake rear wheel 9" brake gear 
change and linkage, footrests, steering damper. Any 
information on above model would be appreciated 
contact Bruce 03 488 3205 or email rosey.bruce@
extra.co.nz  MEM

1925-26 BUICK 6 CHASSIS.  Phone 03 528 8710

WIRE CENTRE-LOCK WHEELS  (R/W type) 18 x 550 
inch and 17 x 650 inch on outside spline dia .62mm. 
Two, three or four of each. Good condition. Phone 
Terry 09 235 1023.  MEM

1934 CHEVROLET  Standard running boards – air 
vent and mechanism. Phone Graham 021 498 588.   
MEM

THE BEAULIEU ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE 
AUTOMOBILE  by N. Georgano. Interested in any 
book by Georgano. Phone Kevin Casey  03 453 
0818 or caseyleadlights @xtra.co.nz

INDIAN FOUR MAGNETOS.  Early Splitdorf 
NS4-2588. 4 bolt mounting brass cover. Later 
Edison Splitdorf rotating magnet type. 2 bolt 
mounting. Both V belt pulley for generator drive. 
Phone 0211 460 578  MEM

5 X 16 INCH 4 STUD DISC WHEELS  stud holes 3½ 
inches apart 4½ inch diagonal, hub hole 29/16. 1 
Carburettor Carter 636SA or 596 S Stud Spacing 2¾ 
inch. Phone 03 217 9284 (mornings please )  MEM

1972 DODGE D5N ½ TON PICKUP.  Parts wanted 
2 x Doors. Steering Wheel. Bench Seats. Heater 
Assembly. Grille. Left and right headlight surrounds. 
Bonnet hinge springs. Phone Murray 03 544 0268.  
mjsutton@slingshot.co.nz

BMB HOEMATE,  wheels and drive hubs wanted. 
Phone Gavin Smith 03 308 2297  MEM

AUSTIN A70 ENGINE WANTED.  Condition of block 
and cylinder head unimportant but I need all the 
bits that bolt to it, e.g. front and rear plates, 
front pulley, timing cover and sprockets, side plate 
and all fasteners. Don’t need starter or generator. 
Phone 027 222 2979 .     MEM

SUN LIGHT CYCLEMOTOR  Imported by Baker’s, 
Cashel Street, Christchurch, in the early 1960s. 
Interested in other cyclemotors also. Geoffrey 
Clark. Phone 06 835 1167 or 021 663 863. 
 Email clarkco@xtra.co.nz.

DODGE D12 1939  Ideal bridal car, on the  road 
again after motor reconditioned interior and 
exterior. Ex owner too old to enjoy rallies now. 
$12,500 ono. Phone 03 615 6162.   MEM

1966 ROVER 3 L COUPE MKIII  Auto, 2 tone 
green, excellent condition. Reg/wof. Vehicle in 
Richmond, Nelson. $10,000 phone Ken 027 547 
9904.   MEM

PETROL TANK SENDER FOR A 1928 CHRYSLER. 
 (Arm and float missing off photo.) Contact Kelvin 
Hawke at khawke@vodafone.co.nz or phone 09 
836 4795  MEM

1953 CITROEN LIGHT 15.  Fully restored, 
mechanically sound and in excellent condition. 
Registered with WOF runs well, used regularly.  
asking $20,000 or near offer. Phone 027 865 
7092.  MEM

FOR SALE
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

LOOKING FOR TWO BOLT CROSS OVER 
GEARBOX  for 1913 Alldays Matchless v twin 
motorcycle, and contact with other owners 
worldwide, also still need BSA model K rear hub 
and Veteran Triumph parts phone chris on 09 533 
8050 email taylorhq@xtra.co.nz  MEM

MORRIS COWLEY 12 TOOTH PINION GEAR  
required in usable condition. Refer to picture. I 
am also looking out for a calormeter for atop the 
radiator. If you can help please contact Neil at
06 273 4366 or email: carter.435@hotmail.com
  MEM

INFO WANTED ON PRINCE SKYLINE  cars - 
paper work - stories etc for Prince Skyline Register 
NZ. Contact Bruce Moore, 03 325 2351 (hm), 03 
366 2028 (work 8am – 5pm), cell 029 3618 977, 
email carcare4u@clear.net.nz

MOTORCYCLE SIDE CAR SPRINGS  and fittings 
similar to picture wanted also any New Hudson 
motorcycle parts wanted. Phone Paul  094789699  
gruz.p@clear.net.nz or 027 642 4222.  MEM
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NORTHLAND

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY

 

We invite all present and past 
members to a Golden Jubilee 

day of celebration
 

15 September 2012
at the Clubrooms, Heritage Park, 

Maunu, Whangarei.
 

To register interest and receive 
further details contact 

Club Captain 
Lyn Wrack, Phone 09 438 8091

raxrez@ihug.co.nza

CENTRAL OTAGO BRANCH 

ANNUAL
SWAP MEET 
and BOOT SALE

Sunday 23 September 2012

Club Grounds, Litany Street
Cromwell

Gates open 7.30am 
Contact: 

Roger Healy (03) 4420861 or 
Dave Manson (03) 4437906

This event follows on from our annual 

Blossom Festival Rally, 
Alexandra, Saturday 22 September.

Bay of Plenty Clubrooms, 29 Cliff Road, Tauranga
Car Parts and Accessories, old & new – Automobilia –Motoring Books and Magazines 

Workshop Manuals – Vintage Car Display – Clubhouse Café selling tea, coffee, hot and cold food, 
sausage sizzle – a must for all motoring enthusiasts 

Gates open 7am – Stall Holders $10 – Buyers $5 – Spectators $5 –Children Free

All catering and refreshments by BOP VCC only.

Please contact Colin Anderson 07 570 3590 Garry Linkhorn 07 549 5272 for further information

Alexandra, Saturday 22 September.

Bay of Plent  Clubrooms, 29 Cliff Road, Tauranga
NZVCC INC BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH

Sunday 14 October 2012

12,13 & 14 OCTOBER 2012
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the 

Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand
For information and bookings write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279, Christchurch or phone Mike 

03 344 0425. NOTE: Sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated. 
Some EFTPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

Friday/Saturday 9am-4.30pm, Sunday 9am-2pm

Friday is now a public day with $10 general admission, VCC membership card holders $5. 
Saturday $5 for all adults. All accompanied school children free.

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

SWAP MEET & VINTAGE CAR SHOW
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

2013 NATIONAL 

VETERAN
�RALLY�

         Hosted By The Southland Branch

INVERCARGILL 
1- 3 FEBRUARY 2013 
The Southland Branch invites all Veteran owners to the 2013 

National Veteran Rally proudly sponsored by Allied Lubricants. 

Come south and enjoy some Southern Hospitality, Great 
rallying country, no traffic, and as a bonus view the world 
renown Bill Richardson Truck Museum for free as the Rally 

Headquarters is based in this wonderful museum.

To register your interest and receive further information 
contact   Ian Ridd, Rally Organiser     03 2361077 (evenings) 

or email  ian.shona.ridd@clear.net.nz

NORTHLAND BRANCH

23RD NATIONAL 
MOTORCYCLE RALLY
15 – 17 FEBRUARY 2013 • WHANGAREI
The Northland Branch is keen to host you at this event!

A comprehensive information pack containing a rally 
outline (which includes an optional tour of the Marsden 
Point Oil Refinery) and accommodation information, and 
information about the After Tour 18–22 February (which 
includes a day run to Cape Reinga) is now available.

To get your pack now, you can email:

Christine geewizz@xtra.co.nz

or write to: National Motor Cycle Rally Secretary, 
Northland Vintage Car Club, PO Box 17, 
Whangarei 0140

ENTRY FORMS 
AVAILABLE NOW

2013 National NORTH ISLAND 
EASTER RALLYEASTER RALLY

29 March – 1 April29 March – 1 April
The Wairarapa branch is staging the 
North Island Easter Rally in Masterton. 

Centrally located and with hundreds kilometres of lovely and 
scenic back roads, this is going to be a rally to remember. It 
is based at the Solway Copthorne Hotel in Masterton, with 
Sunday’s concours judging and gymkhana at the nearby Solway 
Showgrounds. Area attractions include world class wines in 
Martinborough, white kiwi at Mt Bruce Native Bird Reserve, 
a unique collection of World War I fighter aircraft at Hood 
Aerodrome, plus many others. For entry forms and details, 
contact The Secretary, Easter Rally Committee, 

PO Box 7, Masterton 5840. 
Or email wandmlane@gmail.com. 

2013 National SOUTH ISLAND 
EASTER RALLYEASTER RALLY

29 March – 1 April29 March – 1 April

Winchester Swap Meet the following weekend

The South Canterbury Branch invites all VCCNZ club members to 
take part in the National South Island Easter Rally 2013.

Entry forms available from your Branch Secretary early 
October or contact us direct
Email: 2013southislandeasterrally@gmail.com

Book your accommodation now
The Timaru i-site may be able to help 03 687 9997

Rally Director – Alistair Day  
Telephone 03 688 2617 evenings

Celebrating 58 years 
of Vintage Car Motoring in 
South Canterbury

Headquarters at 
Phar Lap Raceway

Headquarters at 
Phar Lap Raceway



 Beaded Wheels 51

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH

Biennial Rally 
& Swap Meet
19 – 22 October 2012

The Marlborough Branch is holding its biennial rally and 
swap meet on Labour Weekend and would like to extend 

an invitation to those interested to come and join us. 
This will be a non competitive rally so you can sit back 

and enjoy some magnifi cent Marlborough Scenery.
The swap meet will be held on Saturday 20 October 

from 1.30pm. 

Entry forms are available 
now from the rally organiser, 
Lyall Mooney 
Phone 03 573 9292
Entries close 5 October 2012

CAMBRIDGE RACEWAY, CAMBRIDGE
Sunday 18 November 2012

Gates open 7am

ORGANISED BY: Waikato Branch of Vintage Car Club and 
Waikato Vintage Tractor and Machinery Club

ENQUIRIES
Ph Reece Burnett 07 856 5287 or George Gardner 07 839 1822

WAIKATO VINTAGE 
SWAPMEET

WINCHESTER SWAP MEET 
and BAZAAR

Winchester Domain

Saturday 6 April 2013 
(Saturday after the Easter Rally)

GATES OPEN AT NEW TIME OF 7.30am

$5 entry and NO DOGS ALLOWED.

On site Camping Friday night only 

for SITE BOOKINGS contact Janet ph 03 686 0282 

Swap Meet Chairman. Grant Mehrtens   

Phone 03 684 9094  

VCC – SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH.

ADVANCE NOTICE

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY BRANCH – WAIPUKURAU

     

ANNUAL VETERAN RUN
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER, 2012  

FUN, FRIENDSHIP AND GOOD MOTORING

Rally Organisers: John & Margaret Cleland

Phone: 06 858 9053 email: jcleland@xtra.co.nz

Mobile: 021 224 0664

Note: Hawke’s Bay Branch Homestead Run is on 

Sunday 18 November 

Spectacular Vehicle Displays 
•  Swap Meet  •  Trade Sites  • 

Rescue Demonstrations 
• Musical Entertainment • 

BBQ & Refreshments 

In support of Chair of Neurosurgery Campaign

September 1 2012
Edgar Sports Centre

Cnr Portsmouth Drive & Midland St, Dunedin

$1,000 tyre 
voucher 

door prize
courtesy of 

Mag & Turbo Ltd

Further information
Kevin Casey      Phone 03 453 0818
email caseyleadlights@xtra.co.nz
www.otagoclassicmotoring.co.nz
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Ashburton  David Ross
Another successful Swap Meet is behind 

us, 322 Sites and 3,000 through the gate. 
The new layout worked well and hopefully 
won’t have to be altered too much in the 
future. Anne Hart who has done a sterling 
job as site booking officer for a few years 
now hands over the reins to Kathryn Shaw.

Colin Sweetman from Rakaia continues 
to collect cars we recall from the ‘50s and 
‘60s. His latest, a 1966 Fiat 1500 Crusader, 
has only had four owners and apart from 
a engine and gearbox recondition and 
re-paint remains as it came to New Zealand 
when new. Another new acquisition is a 
1965 Triumph Herald that was subject to 
a 1800 man hour restoration between 1995 
and 1999. His collection has now reached 
20.

The branch became involved in National 
Technology week by setting up a display in 
the clubrooms, museum and grounds for 
300 students from a local school taking 
them through the evolution of transport 
from the horse and cart to modern day cars. 

Twenty-two vehicles took part in 
a back-country jaunt to and around 
Mesopotamia using some of the station 
tracks. Challenging motoring was enjoyed 
by everyone, even the owner of the Chev 
that had the misfortune to break an axle.

The 1923 Studebaker coupe owned by 
Allan Champness has now found a new 
home with Ben Julian of Taranaki.

In May we said goodbye to a branch 
stalwart and friend, Jim Alexander. Jim held 
several positions in the branch over the 
years. He will take a well earned place in 

Ashburton history as one of the blokes 
behind the publication of the Garages 
Book. Rest peacefully Jim, we will miss you.

Auckland  John Stokes 
Motorcycles: Ken Campbell spoke of 

his 3000 mile trip across Australia in a 
1911 Indian and chair at the May section 
meeting. Bob Atley won the Waikato 
Mooloo Meander Rally overall on his 
350cc Harley Davidson, while Lloyd Wilson 
won our Eddie Sim rally on his 1960 Jawa. 
Martin Spicer was clocking 185 kph on 
David Morley’s Manx Norton on the start/
finish straight at Hampton Downs circuit 
at the Roycroft Festival. We welcome Mrs 

Alison Moffat with a ‘39 Indian 741B and 
1950 BSA B31. Jeff Taylor was the only 
motorcycle entrant at the Taranaki Maunga 
Moana.

Veteran: Jim Boag has sold his 1917 
Dodge roadster restored by Tony Best of 
Christchurch and has purchased Mark 
Ball’s 1915 Studebaker which was owned 
by the late Les Keys and restored by Ralph 
Blyde of Tauranga.

PV PWV: John Poole’s 1954 Pontiac 
Starchief custom catalina is now finished. 
Arthur Houston is working on a 1935 
Terraplane. Jon Cooke has started on his 
Mk 4 Jaguar. The front axle and drive-
shaft have been sandblasted and a little 

idle

Ashburton: At Mesopotamia Station.

Ashburton: A Whippet, two Model As and a Dodge at 
Mesopotamia.

Ashburton:Triumph and Fiat owner, C Sweetman.

Auckland: Alan and Eileen Robert’s and the 1924 Velie Model 58.
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work done to the body. His big problem is 
completing his 1933 Rolls Royce 20/25 in 
time for a family event later in the year. 
Don White has sold his 1947 Allard after 
35 years ownership. Rob Webster has just 
brought a 1953 Chev sedan. Jack Nazer is 
doing an engine overhaul on his Chrysler 
Airflow.

Vintage: Our experts rally was a walk 
over for the four Vintage period partici-
pants. Glen and Marion Morris winning 
overall in their ‘28 Model A Ford, Shirley 
and Charlotte Bovis second in a ‘28 
Model A and Rodger and Val Ball third 
in a ‘30 Model A Ford. Russell Vincent 
is working on a 1927 Austin 7 Chummy. 
Colin Bell speaks of resurrecting the 1929 
Hudson Super Six that he started VCC 
rallying forty plus years ago. Norm and Pat 
Dewhurst’s 1925 Essex coach was the only 
rear wheel braked car on the combined 
rally with North Shore.

P60V P80V: Merv Stowers has purchased 
a 1975 Triumph 2.5 PI. John Campbell 
Junior has acquired a 1974 AMC Javelin 
ex USA.

Commercial: Brian Barclay has 
commenced work on a 1934 Dodge Pickup. 
General: We note with pleasure, the award 
of branch life membership to Alan Roberts. 
Alan served as chairman for several years, 
and was responsible for the major exten-
sions to our clubrooms completed in 1986. 
With his family he covered a six figure 
mileage in his 1924 Velie Silver Swallow, 
including participation in the 24 Hour 
Rallies organised by our branch in the 
late ‘60s and early ‘70s. This car is now 

Auckland: John Poole’s 1954 Pontiac Starchief.

owned by his son Wayne. He also served 
the branch diligently in many other ways, 
including social convenor and club captain. 
His family has three generations involve-
ment with the branch, and if he and 
Eileen don’t hold the attendance record 
for Taranaki’s Maunga Moana rally, he 
must be very close. His other well motored 
restorations include the 1939 Pontiac, 1947 
Chevrolet and involvement with a 1928 
Willys Knight Model 56.

The Auckland team of Glen and Marion 
Morris ‘28 Model A Ford, Russell and 
Jocelyn McAlpine ‘62 Healey Sprite and 
Colin and Pam Bell ‘54 Vauxhall Velox 
won the Teams trophy at the Waikato 50/50 
Rally. Thirty-one Aucklanders attended 
this event. Our library has had another 
significant increase in capacity with the 
addition of more movable shelving.

We welcome Steve and Nikki Brown to 
our ranks.

Trophies awarded at the AGM were, 
Points Trophy, Rodger and Val Ball. Pride 
of Ownership, David Goryl. Triers, Ken 
and Annette Foot. Motorcycle, Leo Fowler. 
Husband and Wife, Geoff and Vicky Powell. 
Keith Williams and Rodger Ball received 
their 35 year awards and Peter Cooper his 
25 year award.

The branch extends condolences to 
Denis Kemp on the tragic loss of his wife 
Elizabeth.

Banks Peninsula   Paul Tayler
In the last issue of Beaded Wheels I 

confessed my rekindled interest in motor-
cycles and in the last two months this has 

blossomed into another purchase. A 1980 
Yamaha RX125 Bucket racer. On my second 
outing at Ruapuna Raceway an unfortunate 
spill landed me in hospital with broken 
ribs and collapsed lung. Well the interest 
remains but perhaps four wheels might suit 
my wellbeing a little better.

Our AGM returned standing members 
to the major positions with some new blood 
on the committee. The variety of events 
held over the year is the focus for attracting 
as much participation as possible

A good branch support boosted the 
numbers at the Sandy Bay Hill Climb 
on 20 May, run by the Nelson branch in 
conjunction with Nelson Car Club. A more 
interesting group of cars would be hard 
to find at any event. Thanks Nelson. Joe 
Gillman took the consistency Trophy in his 
Ford V8 Coupe and Avon Hyde defended 
his fastest time in the Austin Special.

A cold and dark night greeted the 
contestants for our night trial. All appeared 
lost when a water pipe burst on the 
“official” car on the way to the event but 
some MacGyver work ensured the vehicle 
reached the start venue. Correct course 
verification questions and spot on distance 
saw Barry Elcock and crew emerge the 
winner in a close battle over the Papanui to 
Tai Tapu course.

On our branch calendar we have 
Saturday 6 October 2012 listed for a 
Pomeroy Trophy Meeting. This is scheduled 
for late afternoon/evening. Details available 
from our branch secretary, Ron Hasell, 
phone 03 942 1105 All VCC eligible 
welcome. 
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Bay of Plenty  David Joblin
The branch is experiencing a welcome 

surge in enquiries about membership and 
joining up. We are now the sixth largest of 
39 branches in the country. 

Owen Smith organised a trip to the 
Windows Walkway in the Karangahake 
Gorge. Many years ago this whole area, 
on the road from Waihi to Paeroa, was 
heavily mined for gold. At the turn of the 
nineteenth century it was the most produc-
tive in the British Empire. It has many 
old workings and interesting walks. We 
were joined by Rotorua Branch members 
and after lunch at a hidden away DOC 
camping area at Dickies Flat, travelled on 
to the walk. A good trip, swing bridges, old 
machinery, it was very popular with people 
of all ages.  

The Branch held our sixth hill climb 
event in March. It was great to see the 
number of helpers as marshals. A good 
meeting, five timed runs and the fastest 
time was achieved by Craig Laing from 

Waitemata, in his 1958 Buckler DD 2, a 
record 1.14.50, even better than his winning 
time last year.

Every Easter Tauranga has its National 
Jazz Festival and this year was the 50th 
anniversary and it was decided to bring 
back a Veteran Car parade through the 
city. The car club was involved, Irene Hill 
the prime organiser, 24 ‘Brass and Nickel’ 
(up to 1931) cars (and one truck) paraded 
through to city and parked up for a display, 
joining the bands and the record crowd. 
They looked magnificent. The combina-
tion of the weather, the bands and the 
Veteran cars gave a great atmosphere to 
the event. For the cars a little younger the 
Branch provided their annual display. This 
year 36 cars turned up. Interesting was the 
number of ’new’ cars seen.

Owen Smith is busy on his 1946 
Mercury, slowly finding the hard to get 
bits; swap meets seem to be the best source. 
Derek Winterbottom has acquired a 1973 
Sunbeam Rapier which is in need of plenty 
of TLC. 

New member welcomed is Darryl 
Voilich.

Canterbury  Tony Becker
Restoration of the Year judging is 

a highlight for restorers. Just three 
Canterbury Branch competitors lined up 
this time. Perhaps mid-winter is proving 
a little early for restorer completion? A 
compounding factor this time would have 
been the snowfall that week, which still 
glistened thickly on Cutler Park on the day. 
In spite of that the Resto Run itself from 

Canterbury: From Irishman Rally to Restoration 
of the Year required a major tidy-up for the Dellows’ 
winning Vintage Essex.

Canterbury: A pair of Dodge sedans lined up at 
snow-covered Cutler Park

Canterbury: Mark Dean’s 1954 Dodge work-truck. 
Commercial winner, Restoration of the Year 2012

Canterbury: Shane Backhouse’s superbly presented 
1937 Packard Coupe took top PV honours at 
Restoration of the Year 2012

Central Otago: Two of our Club stalwarts Wilf 
Miller and John Loudon at the start of last years 
Alexandra Blossom  Rally.

Kaiapoi’s historic scow Tuhoe proved quite 
popular. The line-up consisted of a Fargo/
Dodge flatdeck utility, Shane Becker’s 
superb Packard Coupe and the Dellows’ 
recently Irishman rallied Essex sedan. The 
branch AGM followed a couple of weeks 
later with few changes to main executive 
personnel. Failure to enlist more than 
one committee member from the rather 
small 100 attendees was disappointing. 
Seeking just five more qualifiers resulted 
in no further nominations. Back in May, 
the Annual Rural Run traversed inland 
via Hororata, Ashburton VCC Branch and 
Mount Somers. Eric and Robyn Cox won 
the Branch’s biggest and ugliest trophy on 
the day. Made from the tall connecting 
rod and piston of a Vulcan Railcar motor 
and mounted on a large heavy brake drum, 
this trophy is interestingly festooned with 
badges of past winners making it an ideal 
feature for their mantlepiece! I guess it 
proved useful to hold the Minor down on 
the drive home though.

Recent Commercial Noggins were held 
at the Craythornes and Drury Motors. Tony 
Craythorne is well under way with an inter-
esting replica early Morris Van project. Club 
Captain Mark Drury demonstrated some of 
his available trade skills and required safety 
technology. All members are welcome to 
attend these friendly informative evenings. 
The annual Quiz Night, again hosted by 
Judy Parrott, was another fun night for 
members.

Last but not least was the Branch 
Annual Irishman Rally 2012. Held as usual 
over Queen’s Birthday weekend, the enthu-

Far North: Mothers Day line up

Far North: Molloy Trophy participants.
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siastic muster drawing 105 entries. The plan 
this year explored Mackenzie and Haka 
Passes plus the intimidating Black Forest 
Road from Benmore through Haldon and 
Omarama Stations. This year’s winners and 
next year’s organisers: Phil and Marietta 
Jeeves in their Hupmobile with Royce and 
Jan Baker along for the epic and perhaps for 
traction ballast? Tony Haycock was runner-
up.

Central Hawkes Bay
   Sarndra Raybould

The colder weather during May 
and June did not deter our adventurous 
members who rallied for an outing south of 
Waipukurau. Twelve vehicles, old and new 
gathered at Norsewood before heading for 
the Ruahine Ranges to find the source of 
the Manawatu River.

The stream that becomes a river was 
discovered close to the ranges where the 
local farmer, who happened to arrive as 
we did, advised us that the source, some 
distance away yet, was situated east of the 
Ruahine Ranges where the stream doubles 
back, heads west, and out to sea at Foxton. 

A visit was made to a local engineer’s 
shed housed within a fine collection of 
stationary engines and a 1951 International 
truck. Of more interest to all was a very 
rare 1929 Ruggles Truck, believed to be 
one of three in the world, the only one 
in this country. The Ruggles has inter-
ested provenance, recently purchased after 
auction by a local, returning it to previous 
family ownership.

Our Chairman, keen on keeping us up 
to speed, had us all undertaking the perils 
of straight line navigation one Sunday 
around Waipukurau. Many of us having 
never attempted this survived the day with 
much fun, great hilarity and no planned 
divorces. 

Central Otago  Graham Taylor
In April we had another successful 

Golden Times Rally to coincide with the 
popular Arrowtown Autumn Festival. A 
small number travelled to Mt Cook at 
Queens Birthday Weekend and ended 
up on some roads and places that were 
unknown to them previously.

Planning is underway for our Blossom 
Festival rally in Alexandra on 22 
September.

We are looking forward to the combined 
branches rally at Te Anau on 6 October.

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
In May we visited Ivan and Yvonne 

Allen in Tauranga to view the collection 
of cars they have restored, including Ivan’s 
current project, an Alldays and Onion. He 
also has a Vintage Austin Six tourer to 
restore. Yvonne has a great collection of 
period clothing, hats and umbrellas, which 
she makes for sale. While we were enjoying 
our picnic lunch six huge late 1950s 
Cadillacs and one 1950s Chrysler arrived, 
quite different from our Vintage cars, we 
could park two of our cars to one of theirs.
At our AGM later in May we had a 
great turn out which was also due to the 
fact we were farewelling Dale and Rob 

Watchorn who were moving to Palmerston 
North. Dale had been our chairperson 
for three years. Coral Worrall is our new 
chairperson. We have a few new faces on 
our committee, which is encouraging.
Our club has been represented at a couple 
of rallies, one being the Double 50 in 
Waikato. The prize giving dinner theme 
was the Queen’s Jubilee with many of the 
people dressing up and the club handing 
our crowns to add to the celebration.

Far North   Dave Duirs
Our AGM was well attended with 

rotational changes as is our policy. Our 
newsletter has also made another evolution 
change and is now distributed electroni-
cally.

For the Mothers Day/Topp Trophy run 
21 cars set out from Whangaroa Harbour 
to navigate to nearby Tauranga Bay for 
educational clues on the local environ-
mental sea shore issues. Further along we 
deviated into Mahinepua Bay, a stunning 
must if you pass this way, with a quiet 
beach, substantial baches and extensive 
DOC walks. Continuing on one of the 
Far North’s best scenic drives, through Te 
Ngaire settlement we lunched at the cafe 
on the ridge overlooking Matauri Bay, of 
Rainbow Warrior fame, and the Cavelli 
Isles. Peter Slausen took his little ‘55 Morris 
Minor along to become the winner.

After lunch 20 mid week runners were 
given an extensive tour of the Orangewood 
Kiwifruit Packaging plant. Noggin ‘n’ 
natters were entertained by the Pennells 
giving graphic and humerous accounts 

Central Hawke’s Bay: CHB members cars lineup at the Ruahine Ranges, Manawatu River source. Central Hawkes Bay: Intrepid Central Hawkes Bay 
members discovering the source of the Manawatu River.

Central Hawke’s Bay: Rare 1929 Ruggles truck 
under restoration.
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of their recent adventures through South 
America in three little Citroen 2CVs.

Eighteen cars, many of them true oldies, 
gathered at historic shipping and timber 
milling Totara North on the Whangaroa 
harbour to participate in the Molloy 
Trophy / End of Year Registration Rally. In 
keeping with the older cars, the route was 
on mainly winding, narrow, bush covered 
gravel roads around Otongaroa, Fern Flat 
and Kohumaru. Entrants had the chance to 
revisit some early settlements which today 
are home to lifestylers rather than foresters 
and small farms. The Triumph Stag of 
Dave and Peg Hills not only produced the 
most points but also the best yarn which 
all helped to conclude with a feast of Far 
North proportions as usual.

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
The annual Chairman’s Run was held in 

May with a visit to a local trufferie where 
entrants were shown how a dog is used to 
in finding valuable truffles. The next place 
of interest became a non-event as it appears 
that an old war-time fuel dump at Ormond 
has been filled in due to safety risks. The 
final stage was to the chairman’s shed to 
inspect jobs in progress.

Our Annual General Meeting took 
place in June, with most branch officers 
retaining their various responsibilities. The 
only change is Robert Moffat taking over 
the committee position of Allan Douglas. 

Our June run took us for a jaunt up the 
coast via back roads to Tolaga Bay and 
thence to Anaura Bay for lunch, before 

returning to Tolaga Bay to inspect the 
remedial work being done on the historic 
wharf. 

The 2013 Commercial Rally committee 
are progressing well with their plans, 
and urge all commercial vehicle owners 
planning to attend this rally to get their 
Vehicle Identification Cards up to date now 
rather than wait until the last minute. This 
request applies especially to all Gisborne 
branch members!

Gore  Jim McFadzien
Twelve crews headed into the darkness 

on our annual Night Trial in May, all done 
from inside our cars this year. No scram-
bling about for pine cones, flax leaves etc 
- only stopping at check points where we 
had another deal of cards, as this was a 
poker run. The best hand on the night was 
held by Donna and David North.

What was the weight of a Triumph diff 
carrier, was the easiest of four questions as 
we left on our season’s closing run, a 60 mile 
jaunt in a southerly direction. We finished 
in Wyndham, where the start/finish line for 
the famous Burt Munro motor bike race is 
still visible in the street. The winners were 
Margaret and Starr McDougall in their 1932 
Chevrolet.

Our Annual Dinner and prizegiving 
held on 16 June made history. Two of our 
senior members had been nominated as 
Club Patrons at our annual meeting, Neil 
McVicar and Ray Tressler were presented 
with a framed citation by our outgoing 
Chairman Paul Corcoran.

While neither of these octogenarian 
gentlemen (our first patrons) were founding 
members of our 46 year old branch, they 
both joined shortly afterwards. They both 
have held various duties in the club and 
been at the forefront when our Clubrooms 
were built. Their two Austins feature promi-
nently on our club runs and in results.

Hawke’s Bay  Esther Smith
The branch had a good turnout for the 

AGM held in early June. All the branch 
officers remain the same. Steve thanked 
the committee and all the many other 
branch members who contribute to the 
operation of the club. 

The AGM was also an opportunity to 
present the various branch annual awards. 
There was only one vehicle put up for 
a restoration award this year, that went 
to Trevor Reilly for his 1947 Jaguar MK 
IV. The Colin Hill trophy for the branch 
member who supports the most events went 
to Ian and Pat James. The award to the non 
committee person who puts the most effort 
into the branch went to Mark Jenkinson.

Our new clubrooms are progressing well. 
The timber frames and steel portals have all 
been stood up, and we have two professional 
builders on site. A keen group of members 
have lent a hand as and when required 
and the list of volunteers is growing by the 
minute. The next stage of construction will 
be to get some of the roof on. Planning is 
also underway for shelving and storage in 
both the spares and library areas. 

Horowhenua: 1924 Maxwell truck.

Horowhenua: Merv Ludlows Veteran Regal. Horowhenua: Cullum Farmer right receiving the 
Tilson Trophy.

Horowhenua: John Everiiss Studebaker collection.

Hawke’s Bay: Construction of our new 
clubrooms.

Gore: Members Ray Tressler (left) and Neil 
McVicar (right) with their Club Patron citations.
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Even though it’s winter time there are 
still opportunities to get the car out, The 
annual midwinter Art Deco Event (DIY 
Deco) takes place in July and we will also 
be looking forward to the Lady Driver’s run. 
Further ahead there is the annual hill climb 
held in conjunction with the HB Car Club. 

Horowhenua   Peter Nightingale
At the branch AGM in June our 

Chairman Graeme McKenzie was re-elected 
with all of the committee and additional 
members joining them.

Annual awards were presented. The 
prestigious Tilson trophy going to Callum 
Farmer for his outstanding efforts with 
the spares department, leading a dynamic 

team and providing one of the neatest spare 
collections I have seen( Chairman’s quote).

Five members attended the funeral of 
Les Bennett who died at the age of 87. Les 
and the late Sylvia were keen Morris Eight 
owners.

This October will mark the 35th year of 
the branch.

Members are now working under Alton 
Harrison to put members’ cars into a local 
car show in September.

Mark Morgan has fired up his new one 
ton Chev truck. Wayne Millington (Ben) 
has fitted the hood bows and some tin 
ware to his Maxwell truck. Merv Ludlow’s 
Regal was seen on a test drive. The Sunday 
run organised by Rex Williams saw 20 
cars drive to Otaki to view a magnificent 

Northland: Lawrence Hilliers Jag, leads our cars. Northland: Brian Clancy’s amazing shed and 
workshop.

Northland: What bike is this? It’s not an Indian 
despite the logo on side covers! Hand gear-shift too.

Northland: Now there’s an exhaust tail fin!

private museum owned and operated by 
John Everiss and Family. John and his wife 
Barbara have been collecting and restoring 
many models of Studebakers and have an 
amazing display taking you through the 
years of their development and manufacture 
from 1852.

Marlborough  Earl Preston
Our 2012 AGM passed without any 

contentious issues. A committee with two 
new faces was elected with all positions 
filled. New committee man Lyall Mooney is 
organising the Bi-annual Rally in October 
which will coincide with Diane Ross’s 
Veteran and Vintage tour being in town. 
Could make for a great weekend. 

We congratulate two locals, Dave Bishell 
and Sid Mosdell, both keen motorcyclists, 
on attaining their 25 year badges.

The branch annual dinner and prize 
giving was held on 10 June, with National 
President John Coomber and his wife 
Christine there to present 50 year badges to 
locals David Bruce and Des Palmer.

Motoring events are quietening down 
for the colder months, but our enthusi-
astic motorcycle section still turns out every 
month for a run around country roads.

Restorations and maintenance programs 
are to the fore. Stuart Johnson’s 1914 Swift, 
has been restored over the last five years 
with a fire up recently in the presence 
of local members. Always an exciting and 
emotional moment, Stuart has owned this 
vehicle for over 40 years.

Tris Winstanley continues good work 
on his 1911 Brush, with some parts 
arriving from abroad, and a casting from a 
Christchurch foundry.

Earl Preston continues his restoration 
of his very rare 1915 15hp Swift, with 
hopefully a Christmas crank up.

Marlborough: 1911 Brush of Tris Winstanley.

Marlborough: Earl Preston’s 1915 15hp 
Swift emerging from the paint shop.

Marlborough: John Armigers twin 
cylinder Renault gets new brakes.

Marlborough: Rae Fairweather’s 
1913 Buick waiting for new wheels.

Marlborough: Stuart Johnson’s 1914 
Swift 7hp.
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Rae Fairweather is giving his very 
original 1913 Buick tourer a tidy up, with 
a set of new wooden wheels from Vern 
Jenson.

John Armiger is preparing his twin 
cylinder Renault, with a brake rebuild. 
He and Denyce are off to Queenstown 
on Labour Weekend to celebrate S.S. 
Earnslaw’s big birthday.

Northland  Terry Lambess
Our combined Branches’ Swap Meet 

once again proved very successful. The 
Car Show certainly drew in the crowds. 
Our AGM resulted in two new members 
trying their hand as committee members. 
After the meeting the club was invited to 
visit Brian and Linda Clancy’s collection 
of memorabilia most of which as housed in 
an old railway hut. A visit to Brian’s shed 
also proved interesting. An unusual motor-
cycle had many trying to guess the make 
and model! Planning is well underway for 
the Clubs 50th birthday in September; 
old members please take note. The team 
working on the National Motorcycle Rally 
in 2013 is progressing well. Entry forms for 
the rally will be out in August. 

North Shore  Mary Lloyd
The Branch Breakfast Run saw about 40 

people enjoying a short drive to check out a 
very interesting collection of rare Veteran, 
Vintage and sports cars in Whenuapai. 

Masons Road, where the clubrooms are, 
has undergone further clearance work to 
allow easier access/exit to our grounds. 
Lessons were learned from the very 
successful car show last year when more 
cars than expected took part. 

Our AGM was held in June with new 
additions to the Committee as a couple of 
the old hands stepped down. The meeting 
concluded in positive mode with great 
things promised for the coming year. 

A training evening in straight line 
navigation in June was well attended 
and members were much enlightened by 
what they heard and left keen to put their 
newly acquired knowledge into practice. 

The opportunity came with the Auckland/
North Shore Combined Rally. Eleven 
members from NSVCC and about 25 from 
Auckland VCC took part with North 
Shore members Brian and Gaylene Cullen 
the overall winners. The Rally started near 
the Auckland Harbour Bridge and finished 
at the Clubrooms.

The 1923 Dennis bus is progressing well 
thanks to the industrious “Dennis Gang”. 
Not to be outdone the “Chev Bandits” 
fire engine team is working furiously to 
get the fire engine on the road in a couple 
of months. Rumour has it the headlights 
are working, top lights are flashing, horn 
working and indicators are blinking. Roll 
on the road test. 

Rotorua  Evan Dorrington
Our AGM brought changes at the top. 

Thanks to Mel Cooper, for his three presi-
dential terms of looking outside the square.

Welcome to our new President Andy 
Watson and our new Club Captain Angie 
Brunton assisted by Dorothy Clouston.

Our annual prize giving featured the 
presentation of a 25 year Badge to our 
secretary Lois Thompson, plus 35 year 
Badges to both Bill Clouston and Albie 
Litten.

A further 2012 feature was the publica-
tion by Tony Sarich, ably assisted by his 
wife Marilyn, of the 42 year history of our 
branch. Copies are available at the associ-
ated branches.

Dennis Kenny arranged tours of two Te 
Awamutu Museums. Both very worthwhile.

The morning visit was to Colin 
Pinkerton’s grand collection of farm 
equipment and cars featuring a fully opera-
tional steam traction engine followed by a 
stroll through a fine wetland park designed 
and built by our host.

Chris Empson’s collection provided our 
afternoon enjoyment. WOW! We were 
greeted outside by a fine looking Pontiac 
stretched and white, previously used by the 
Tongan King as his New Zealand car. We 
were introduced to a magnificent variety 
of cars, backed up by an excellent library. 
Where else would you find two Jensens, 
one a Jensen GT (Healey), a survivor of 
only 500 built and unique in New Zealand.

The collection of old and restored cars 
in this country is amazing. The writer 
found a restored 192? Austin 6 in Betws-y-
coed, Wales bearing a note that read, “This 
is one of only three remaining in the world. 
The other two are in New Zealand”.

Rotorua: Fully operational traction engine built by 
Burrell in 1901.

Rotorua: A set of Crestalloy spanners presented to 
an Empson family member about 80 years ago.

North Shore: 1935 Chev Fire engine 1 South Canterbury: This years All British Day Had 150 
vehicles on display with around 120 going on the run up to 
Tekapo. Also good to see a couple of motorbikes as well.

South Canterbury: Seen arriving at the USA 
day, John Hardie in the Lincoln complete with co 
Pilot on watch. Mind you with a bonnet that long 
you’d need a co pilot!
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South Canterbury  Bill Weir
The Annual South Canterbury USA 

Weekend on 21-22 April started off with a 
cruise on the Saturday evening involving 
approx 60 vehicles and finishing up 
at Gavin Ladbrooks’ property to view 
his vehicles and memorabilia in his well 
appointed workshop. Sunday at Caroline 
Bay had 170 vehicles on show.

PV, PWV, P60 on 13 May was well 
attended with 42 cars leaving the clubrooms 
for Lake Opuha. From there a visit was 
made to member Peter Cooke’s workshop 
including his Vintage Ford collection of 
Model Ts, Model A tourer and early model 
Ford tractors. 

The annual All British Day on 3 June 
attracted 150 vehicles ranging from a late 
series Corniche Rolls-Royce convertible 
through a vast variety of British marques 
to our Chairman’s 1929 Rolls-Royce tourer. 

The End of Season run on 17 June 
consisted of a run to Kimbell, west of Fairlie 
to the site of the Ross’ old service station 
now in use as a museum and gallery. Being 
mid winter the temperature would not have 
got much above zero even though the sun 
was shining. The cars were a popular feature 
parked beside Highway 72 for passing traffic 
especially as Brian Beattie had two of his 
army vehicles on display. His 6x6 GMC and 
Willy’s Jeep.

Our AGM held on 5 July was very 
well attended. Alistair Day took over as 

Taranaki: The rare Morris Ute of new 
Member Colyn Roberts from Inglewood.

Taranaki: Doug Dawson’s 57 Austin-Healey and Brian 
Bolland’s 22 Willys Knight at the Stratford Mountain House.

Chairman from John Knowles who did not 
seek re-election due to pressure of other 
commitments. Some new committee 
members were nominated which was 
pleasing to see. Grant Mehrtens has 
taken over as Chairman of the swap meet 
committee, the SCVCC major fundraiser 
of the year.

South Otago  John Cook
Our annual night trial had a good turn 

out with a mix of moderns and Vintage. 
Organisers Bill and Gaynor Falconer had 
us travel to Inch Clutha, Kaitangata and 
to Lovells Flat hall where we had to answer 
a question and a darts throw competition. 
Then it was onto Moneymore, Adams Flat, 
over to Hillend and back to the clubrooms. 
Stuart and Noeline Milne and their helpers 
had the clubrooms set up for a movie to 
finish the evening. The winners of the 
night trial were Paul and Kaye McNabb in 
a P60 Corona. 

It was South Otago Branch’s turn to run 
our annual auction night combined with 
the Vintage Machinery Club. Auctioneer 
Gary Beaumont had some good deals going 
with every thing being sold with serious 
arm twisting. Murray Sutherland’s restora-
tion work on his 1952 Riley Pathfinder is 
progressing well with the bodywork nearing 
completion. 

Taranaki  Colin Johnston
A visit to Dave and Judy Ransom’s place 

at Urenui was well worthwhile as we saw 
over 20 motorbikes of all shapes and sizes 
along with two MGs and a Land Rover. The 
MG TA is still under restoration and a lot 
of the wooden frame has been completed. 
Dave had stories to tell with details about 
how he had obtained his motorcycle collec-
tion. It is good to see that vehicles are being 
collected and are under cover for future 
restorations.

Our AGM has been held and it is 
pleasing to report that Rob Thomson from 
New Plymouth has rejoined our branch 
again and has taken on the Treasurer’s 
position. Rob is a first year member and 
has been a past long time treasurer and 
rally organiser of major rallies held by this 
branch. We also welcome new member 
Colyn Roberts from Inglewood who owns a 
rare restored Morris ute.

Congratulations to Rodney and June 
Oliver who were presented with their 25 
year badges at the AGM in June.

The branch obtained some VCC window 
stickers complete with the Taranaki logo on 
them from the Otago branch and many 
members have placed them on their club 
vehicles. 

Forty-seven club members attended the 
End of Rego run to the Stratford Mountain 
House in June. This is always well attended 
and after lunch some members drove on up 
to the plateau and encountered snow, hail 
and wind but saw some fantastic views of 
the Taranaki countryside.

Taupo  Greg Nattrass
Our Branch AGM was held in May. 

Committee member Brent Davidson 
stepped up to the position of Chairman, 
while Marty Sutherland is continuing as 
Club Captain and Val Moore as Secretary. 
With resignations of committee members 
Bruce and Trish Jefferies, James Cowie and 
Ray Harwood, joining the committee are 
Neil Chave, Bob Taylor and Greg Nattrass. 
Greg has also taken over as Branch 
Magazine Editor.

South Canterbury: Cars participating on the Sth 
Canterbury PV/PWV/P60 Rally in the Fairlie area.

South Canterbury: A large turnout of vehicles on 
display at the Sth Canterbury USA Day 

South Canterbury: End of Season run to Kimbell. 
Brian Beattie’s 6x6 GMC and Willy’s Jeep were on 
display.
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Our May run was the annual Navigator’s 
Run. This was set by previous winner Bob 
Severne. Bob being new to this task set a 
very interesting run with a few interesting 
twists. Bob utilised pieces of the eastern 
arterial route and a newer suburb of Taupo, 
ending up at Stag Park truck stop on the 
Napier Road. The winners were Bruce and 
Trish Jefferies, who now get to set the run 
for next year.

June was our pot-luck dinner. Run of 
the month was the Brass Monkey. Previous 
winners, new Chairman Brent and his wife 
Lorraine Davidson, had the mission this 
year of setting the run. This was around 
the streets of Taupo, with some very hard 
to find answers, so was challenging and 
enjoyable for the competitors. Eventual 
winners were Norman and Jocelyn Pointon. 
On return to our clubrooms we were treated 
to mulled wine and food, to warm up. 

Waikato   Ian Patton
Waikato’s signature event, the Double 

Fifty, was held on Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend and attracted 115 starters.

Commencing from central Hamilton 
participants had to find their way to the 
coastal Kawhia township and return via 
the Pirongia village and rural roads south of 
Hamilton in the afternoon.

It had been a wet week leading up to 
the event and Old Mountain Road and the 
Raglan Kawhia route, both unsealed, were 
a reminder of the “good old days” especially 
to the later starters. Rally winners were 
Lorraine and Joe Brunlett of Waikato 
Branch and with only one point lost!

Early in May members turned out to tour 
the Signature Class Toyota Car Factory 
in Thames. About 40 years ago Toyota 
partnered with Campbell Motors to build 

Corolla and Hilux at this site and prior to 
closing the plant in 1998 employed 365 
people at its peak.

These days 65 staff are responsible for 
refurbishing of approximately 350 Toyota 
vehicles per month for distribution and 
sale throughout New Zealand under the 
Signature Brand. In addition, approxi-
mately 100 new Hilux are prepared ready 
for sale and distribution. This factory is 
unique and thank you to the management 
for accommodating our 79 members who 
attended that day. 

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball
The annual meeting saw four members 

given long service awards. They were 
Glen Bull and Graham Gordon (50 years), 
Maureen Bull (35 years) and Marion Sims 
(25 years). Glen and Graham will be 
featured elsewhere in Beaded Wheels.

Members enjoyed an unusual outing at 
Anzac Day weekend when cars that ran 
at the Brooklands track (also an airfield) 
turned out for a Vintage air show. 

Vehicles ranged from a 1906 Darracq, 
driven by Anne Thompson, and Terry 
Roycroft’s Type 35 Bugatti to a humble 
Morris 8 Sports. Rain took the shine off the 
show, organised by Scott Thomson, but the 
cars managed to “race” down the airstrip in 
pairs and the 14 litre Darracq demonstrated 
its power in a pass down the sealed runway.

A motorcycle reliability trial saw a bunch 
of hardy two-wheelers chug off to the Lake 
Ferry pub, where they stayed the night (old 

Wairarapa: National President John Coomber 
with Maureen Bull (35 years).

Wairarapa: Willis St Clair with his 1954 BSA.

Wairarapa: Terry Roycroft driving the Bugatti.

Wairarapa: Graham Gordon with navigator Edna 
Williams in the 1926 Model T, oldest vehicle in the 
Winter Wander.

Wairarapa: A mix of both worlds - the Darracq 
and one of the display aircraft at the Anzac air 
show.

Waikato: Waikato Members visit Signature 
Toyota Plant in Thames.

Waikato: Cars leaving Kawhia lunch stop Waikato 
Double 50 Auckland entrant O Hayward 1922 Paige 3.



 Beaded Wheels 61

idletorque

Jim and Beryl Watson, visitors from New 
Plymouth in their 1965 Humber Snipe, were 
awarded the overall winner’s trophy to round 
off a great day on the road.

Wellsford/Warkworth  Gloria Lawrie
At our AGM on 31 May long serving 

Beaded Wheels reporter Rita Jorgensen stood 
down from having been an excellent repre-
sentative of our Branch. The committee 
remains unchanged. Our Motorcycle Rep is 
John Downie who has taken over from Tom 
Belch who retired after many years. Yvonne 
Middleton, having brought our newsletter up 
to a modern and high standard, handed over 
to Jeanettee Lloyd as Editor.

On 20 May Chris Field organised a Curry 
Run travelling though the Mahurangi East 
Peninsula with questions to keep us guessing. 
Curries were ordered at the start and we 
toured to Brian and Vivienne Guest’s at 
Buckleton Bay to have lunch and admire 
the views. After lunch we visited Bill Fraser 
to see his ‘29 Chevrolet and neighbour John 
Lech with restoration of his ‘34 Hudson 
nearing completion.

Our mid-week Winter café gatherings 
organised by Anne Richardson are a great 
success. Held on the first Wednesday of the 
month numbers attending at Puhoi Café (25) 
in May and Dragonfly (24) in June. July will 
be at the Speckled Hen Matakana Country 
Park.

On 17 June the Branch Tour set by 
Frances Ross left from Warkworth touring 
out to Helensville. Fourteen Vintage vehicles 
and two moderns took part the oldest being 
Jack Algie’s ‘28 Chevrolet. We spent an hour 
walking around the village visiting museums 
and art galleries, antiques, then drove on 
to the clubrooms (via Waitoki, Wainui and 
Weranui to Waiwera.

West Coast   Hemi Te Rakau
Times they are a changing on the West 

Coast – we are on the move! The West 
Coast Branch is leaving its old clubrooms 
and moving into the Shantytown village 
complex. We have taken over the old stables 
building and currently this is undergoing a 
renovation/refit process. When completed, 
the branch will have a recognisable presence 
where people can view memorabilia, see an 
old time garage set-up as it was in its working 
days, with displays and tools. Stage two will 
see us have our club meeting rooms in the 
same building. We will even consider using 
the main car parking areas at Shantytown 
as the assembly and starting points for the 
National rallies which are coming up for 
us over the next few years. We have a new 
branch secretary, Rose Ruddle, who lives 
locally in Cobden  with her husband, Steve. 
Both are keen members of the VCC. They 

own a beautiful, original FC Holden which 
is a credit to them. Rose has served for many 
years in secretarial roles for community 
organisations, so will be very familiar with 
the workings of clubs, branches and national 
offices, membership and the like. I am thrilled 
that Rose has taken over my secretarial role, 
as it gives me more time to write for Beaded 
Wheels and the branch magazine. 

West Coast:Branch Clubrooms prior to refit - 2012.

West Coast: Branch Clubrooms Project 2012.

bikers never change!) before returning to 
the clubrooms.

Graham Gordon took the honours in 
the annual Winter Wander, having the 
oldest vehicle, a 1926 Ford Model T New 
Beauty tourer which has been in the family 
from new.

Finally, two steam-powered vehicles, 
photographed by Neville Taylor, chairman 
of the Wairarapa Branch, met at Morrisons 
Bush earlier this month.

The traction engine is a 1906 Burrell, 
owned by Chris Slater, while the little 1904 
Stanley Steamer is the prized possession 
of Will Holmes. Explaining the excursion, 
Chris said, with a grin, “we heard Will was 
going to break down so we went out to 
rescue him.”

Wanganui   Doreen Hardy
After a hectic time hosting the 2012 VCC 

Rally, it was decided to do something a bit 
more relaxed for the Queens’ Birthday and 
limit the morning run to the confines of 
Wanganui. 

With just under 40 entrants lined up in 
the branch grounds at 10am, we were raring 
to go with our list of questions and promised 
silent checks. What a line up of cars; there 
was Adam Glasgow driving his 1914 Buick 
EX25, which won him the Veteran’s Trophy, 
Lee Turner in her 1964 Morris Minor Van 
(winner of the Commercial Vehicles class), 
and not forgetting Stephen Voss who won 
the hard luck trophy when he had to change 
to his 1962 Austin Cambridge when the 
brakes failed on his original choice. 

I’m not too much of a card player myself 
so was thoroughly confused when intro-
duced to the afternoon’s poker run. With 
three locations to visit, the participants had 
to collect a card at each location before 
returning home to collect their final card 
and hopefully complete their winning hand.

We all know that we rely on a small army 
of volunteer helpers, but our bikers deserve 
a special mention for standing in the rain 
handing out playing cards and trying not 
to laugh at Peter’s and my final mileage of 
5,070. (Something wrong with our odometer, 
I think.)

Wanganui: Jim and Beryl Watson.

West Coast: Branch Clubrooms project stage 2.

West Coast:Punakaiki Run.



Roy Leonard Southward 
8 November 1933 – 28 March 2012

Roy Southward was a stalwart of the 
Vintage Car movement for over 50 years. 

I first encountered Roy back in 1958. 
He was driving the 1905 Darracq, a sister 
car to the famous Genevieve in the very 
first Wellington Branch Annual Rally.

It’s hard now to imagine the impact 
these old girls had on the public in those 
early days, when the movement was in its 
infancy. I was 12 at the time and one of 
thousands of admirers of these wheezing 
old curiosities. 

Roy, son of the late Sir Len Southward, 
was a foundation member of the 
Wellington Branch and greatly influ-
enced the success and future of the club. 
Roy served on the committee and also 
as chairman. These were critical years 
as the branch established clubrooms and 
organised its first National Rally and Roy 
was right at the forefront. 

In 1965 Roy completed his first resto-
ration, the 1913 Maudsley tourer, and I 
remember watching it progress during the 
restoration. 

Roy rallied this car extensively 
including competing on the first New 
Zealand International Rally – The Haast 
Rally in the South Island. This car now 
resides splendidly in the Southward 
Museum. Roy took a shine to the 
museums Hispano Suiza with its glorious 
ohc stove enamelled 6 cylinder engine. 
He and Denise enjoyed many rallies in 
this car. 

In particular they enjoyed the 1980 
International Rally in Rotorua. It rode 
so well that his wife Denise was heard 
to complain “It’s too modern!”. They 
were so impressed with this vehicle that 
they resolved to obtain one on their own 
account.

Obtain one they did, the ex Shah of 
Persia’s own V12 convertible saloon. This 
vehicle had been “loosely” restored in 
the UK before residing in an American 
collection. Roy completely re-restored 
it over a number of years into a truly 
magnificent beast. 

In the late 1980s Roy went on the 
search for a very early pioneering Veteran. 
Inevitably this search led to a small 
museum in France where he was able 
(with considerable difficulty) to negotiate 
the purchase of an 1891 Panhard et 
Levassor, one of the first batch of seven 
vehicles from this pioneering firm. It was 
missing its engine but otherwise very 

original. Roy was confident that he could 
source the appropriate Daimler engine 
elseware so the deal was done – or so he 
thought.

I have never heard Roy swear, but 
can you imagine his reaction when he 
finally opened the container several 
months later, in great anticipation, to 
find a completely different vehicle! The 
rare pioneer model had been switched 
for a much more common 1905 model! 
With the aid of a neighbour interpreting 
(suddenly no one in France could speak 
English!) frantic calls were made to no 
avail. Eventually Roy returned to France, 
located the car and literally picked it up 
and got it to England and then on to New 
Zealand.

Roy and Denise took this car back to 
the UK for the London to Brighton Rally 
in 1990, 26 years after Sir Len and Lady 
Vera’s Wolseley had become the first New 
Zealand owned car to participate.

Roy sympathetically restored this 
important car, carefully preserving the 
100 year old leather and as much of the 
original paint as possible.

The Panhard was the second oldest 
car competing, but soon overtook the 
1890 De Dion steamer at a galloping 
12mph to be first on the road. However 
the euphoria didn’t last too long, after five 
miles the water boiled and a long hard day 
commenced. Denise was happy that she 
didn’t have to push the Panhard up the 
hills, but in the true spirit of a Veteran 
car enthusiast’s wife she did get out and 
walk up!

Roy and Denise returned again in 1996 
with this car and succeeded in qualifying 
for the highly prized finisher’s medal.

The next restoration was the magnifi-
cent 1912 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 
which is a true testament to his skills and 
dedication. Roy competed in many events 
overseas and in New Zealand with this 
car.

A work in progress is the 1931 Alfa 
Romeo 1750 Zagato belonging to his 
daughter Libbi.

Roy was an extremely busy man, deeply 
involved with his family business, Rotary, 
Vintage Car Club, restoring and many 
other activities, yet he always had time for 
club members and remained completely 
approachable. 

In the early days when we as young 
enthusiasts were trying to restore cars 
on a shoestring budget, he would always 
take time out to help us find a muffler or 
arrange for pipe bending. 

In later years Roy would open his 
garages for enthusiasts to view his cars 
and restorations. He was a generous and 
knowledgeable host. Many VCC members 
have derived great pleasure from these 
occasions.

Roy has been a major contributor and 
guiding light for the Southward Museum 
Trust for many years and we all share the 
benefit of this magnificent facility.

Roy was a highly entertaining speaker 
and Wellington Branch enjoyed many 
stimulating presentations of his restora-
tions and overseas adventures. Roy was 
awarded his 50 year membership badge, 
fittingly at the Wellington Branch 50th 
Anniversary dinner at the Southward 
Museum Auditorium.

 Roger White

OBITUARY
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www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden

P 03 314 4422 M 027 221 8092 A H 03 314 4992

Classic and Vintage Restorations

AMERICAN

CARS

ENGLISH

CARS

NORTH CANTERBURY

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS LTD

MOTORCYCLES



For an obligation free quote call

0800 658 411 select option 2
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