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Contact National Office for all queries 
regarding VICs, logbooks, historic race licences, 
lighting endorsement, registration of vehicles, 
address changes, subscriptions, membership 
cards, speed events.

The Vintage Car Club Of New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office, 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273
Email admin@vcc.org.nz

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA 
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn
Christchurch 8443
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo
Whakatane 3159
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE 
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE 
PO Box 329, Gore 9740
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY 
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA 
PO Box 458, Levin 5540
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 
KING COUNTRY
C/- 34 House Ave,
Taumarunui 3920
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU 
PO Box 385
Palmerston North 4440
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON 
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND 
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE 
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield
Auckland 1042
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO 
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA 
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY 
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND 
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO 
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa,
Balclutha 9273
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI 
C/- 118A Carrington St,
New Plymouth 4310
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO 
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE 
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield
Auckland 0629
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI 
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941 
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST 
C/- 92 Dommett Esp, 
Greymouth 7802,
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2013.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
always welcome.
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any 
available information to: 
Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable. 
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
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SPEED STEWARD
Tony Haycock
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Photograph supplied by Roy Sharman 

Ford T outside P&T office circa 1912-21 – note script on the side of truck.

This image has been in the Beaded Wheels archive for some time and we 
have no record of the location – any correspondence gratefully accepted.
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On the road with  Les and Margaret 
Poole in their Alvis from Wairarapa 
Branch see Idle Torque, page 55

Auckland members have been active, see 
rally snippets page 18. 

Enjoy the story of this Mustang’s journey, 
page 32.
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president’s 
message

It has been a very busy time since the 
AGM in Hamilton, with 50 year badge 
presentations in both the North and 
South Islands, 40 and 50 year celebrations 
for two of our branches and the opening 
of new branch clubrooms for Hawke’s 
Bay to look forward to on 9 December. 
We are impressed with the way Hawke’s 
Bay has achieved this milestone in such 
a short timeframe. Despite many difficul-
ties, including the disposal of the club 
vehicle and sale of the old clubrooms, 
branch members have worked tirelessly to 
achieve this magnificent new facility in 
a very short time frame. Chairman Steve 
Donovan and the branch committee and 
building sub-committee are to be congrat-
ulated on this significant achievement, 
and the vision and leadership they have 
demonstrated.

Northland once again extended 
its hospitality to us as Christine and I 
attended the 40th Far North Tour at the 
beginning of November. Lynn Wrack 
and her team are to be congratulated 
for another wonderful tour which began 
at the Northland Branch, overnighting 
at Taipa Bay resort and ending with a 
visit to the Far North clubrooms and 
Matthews Vintage Collection Museum. 
There were one hundred entries including 
four generations of Elmer Music’s family 
represented at the rally. We must thank 
Bob Ballantyne, North Island Club 
Captain, for transporting us to and 
from Whangarei, and Peter and Raewyn 
West-Hill for their hospitality and lending 
us their 1965 Anglia to compete in the 
Tour. Sunday lunch with Warwick and 
Penny Woolhams was a treat, followed by 
a tour of their magnificent property.

Following the Far North Tour, 
we attended the Canterbury Branch 
Homestead Run where there were 134 
entries. This was another enjoyable event 
which was well organised by Club Captain 
Mark Drury. It is interesting to see the 
popularity of these non-competitive 
events, where the enjoyment of driving 
your old vehicle and meeting other 
members in a relaxing atmosphere is the 
main focus of the day. Many branches 
now hold mid-week runs and these are 
very popular. I personally enjoy our local 
Greybeards run once a month. We will 
always organise the traditional competi-
tive events, but I believe the more relaxed 

as we see it

Scribe: n,
1: a member of a learned class in ancient 

Israel through New Testament times 
studying the Scriptures and serving as 
copyists, editors, teachers and jurists

2a: an official or public secretary or clerk
  b: a copier of manuscripts

For some time I have been thinking 
about the title our branches Beaded 
Wheel Scribes carry. A small matter, 
but one which is probably important to 
those directly involved – ie; the scribes 
themselves.

I don’t believe the title of scribe suffi-
ciently describes that which we are asking 
these people to do. As you can see above a 
scribe is a person that writes things down 
and is these days rather an old fashioned 
term. Nothing wrong with that but if it 
fails to fully describe the duties we expect 
then it is inaccurate.

We have a set of guidelines for our 
scribes and it can be seen from those that 
we expect our scribes to be the reporter 
for the branch so that others outside the 
branch are kept informed of the important 
doings within that branch.

Often the scribe is the last person in 
the branch to be appointed and sometimes 
there are difficulties experienced in filling 
the role. The perception may be there that 
it is not as important as some other roles 
on a branch committee whereas it really 
is quite an important role if we regard 
communication as vital within the club. 
Further, the content of Idle Torque is the 
way that those aspects of branch histories 
are recorded forever in Beaded Wheels. 

What I am getting around to – in a 
rather long-winded way – is that we have 
changed the name from Beaded Wheels 
Scribe to Beaded Wheels Reporter. A more 
descriptive term which hopefully will be 
perceived as having a higher status.

 
 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

style of motoring events such as these will 
continue to appeal to the wider member-
ship.

Many of you will be aware of the MTA 
television advertising campaign regarding 
vehicle warrants of fitness. Tony Bartlett 
prepared a very thorough submission for 
Registrar Rod Brayshaw to present to the 
NZTA supporting a twelve month warrant 
check for historic vehicles, i.e. vehicles 
over 30 years of age. We will be monitoring 
closely the result of several thousand 
submissions made on this issue as it 
affects all of our members. Rod Brayshaw 
and Ron Hasell attended a Motorsport 
Historic Commission meeting recently 
where the issue of our addendum to the 
agreement with Motorsport regarding post 
1960 cars was discussed. There is a better 
understanding of the issues arising at 
South Island circuits which do not apply 
in the north. The Historic Commission 
intends to visit events in the south early 
next year to discuss these issues with 
event organisers. This only affects a small 
number of our members, but we believe it 
is important to ensure that these members 
maintain the right to use their cars on an 
appropriate grid in safe conditions where 
there are not serious speed differentials 
between competitors.

We welcome back Julie Cairns, who has 
had four weeks away from the office while 
she visited friends in England. Julie chose 
this time of year as the least disruptive 
for the office. After opening the mail and 
fielding calls from around the country over 
the past month, I am reminded of the size 
and complexities involved in the admin-
istration of the National Office. To those 
who contacted me, I thank you for your 
patience and apologise that there were 
some issues which could not be resolved 
until the office re-opened.

As we approach the end of a busy and 
memorable year, we look forward to the 
National Veteran Rally in Invercargill, and 
the National North Island Easter Rally in 
Masterton. I have asked our Beaded Wheels
Chairman Kevin Clarkson to represent 
me at the National Motorcycle Rally in 
Whangarei, as he is a keen motorcyclist. 
The Management Committee will meet in 
Christchurch on 12 January. 

The holiday season, also known as the 
silly season, is upon us, and many of you 
will be travelling on our roads, either in 
Vintage or modern vehicles. Please be 
careful out there and remember to keep 
left if your vehicle is slower than modern 
traffic.

Merry Christmas and happy New Year 
to you all.

 John Coomber
National President
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 DECEMBER  
 8 Canterbury Veteran Picnic Run
 8 Far North Christmas Function
 8 Sth Cant Evening Run
 9 Ashburton Vintage/Veteran Only
 9 Bay of Plenty Christmas Party and 

Restoration Judging & Awards
 9 Hawke’s Bay Opening of New Clubrooms
 9 Horowhenua Tom’s Historic Run
 9 Taranaki Christmas BBQ
 9 Taupo Country Run
 9 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 9 Wairarapa Gymkhana
 12 Rotorua Mid Week Taupo Run
 13 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Club Christmas Dinner
 15 Northland Gymnic and Christmas Cheer
 15 Rotorua Christmas Social
 15 Taupo Christmas Dinner
 15 Waikato Social Event
 15-19 Ashburton Oakley’s pre-Christmas Run
 15 Wairarapa Christmas Party
 16 Gisborne Club Captain’s Wing Ding
 16 Hawke’s Bay Kids Christmas Party
 16 Rotorua Christmas Run
 18 Wellington BBQ Club Night
 26 Canterbury Boxing Day Run
 31 Waitemata Campout at Sucklings
 31 Wellsford/
  Warkworth New Year’s Eve at the 

Clubrooms

 JANUARY
 1 Ashburton New Year’s Day Run & BBQ
 1 Auckland New year’s Day Run
 1 Banks Peninsula Picnic at Little River
 1 Sth Cant Fairlie Parade
 1 Waikato New Year’s Day Run
 1 Wellington New Year’s Day Run
 5 Far North Autospectacular
 5-6 Manawatu Veteran Rally
 6 Wairarapa Coastal Run
 12 Rotorua Mid Week Run
 13 Otago Jackson Rally
 13 Waikato Blue Smoke & Pedals
 19 Far North Beach Picnic Run
 19-20 Otago Dunedin to Brighton Run
 19-20 Wanganui Burma Rally 

 20 Rotorua Car Show and Picnic
 20 Sth Cant Chairmans Rally
 26 Ashburton Ashburton Annual Rally
 26-28 Bay of Plenty Anniversary Rally
 26-27 Southland Edendale Crank-up
 29-31 Otago Prince Henry Tour

FEBRUARY
 1-3 Banks Peninsula Scope Race Meeting Ruapuna
 1-3 Southland National Veteran Rally
 2 Eastem Bay Of
   Plenty East Coast Rally
 2-4 Sth Cant Weekend Away
 2-3 Wellington Club Captain’s Rally
 3 Wairarapa Remembrance Day Rally
 8-10 Gisborne Three Rivers Rally
 9 Auckland Annual Veteran Rally
 9 Nth Otago Wallaby Run
 9 Waikato Te Rapa Races
 9 Waimate Wallaby Rally
 15-17 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally
 15-17 Sth Otago National Motorcycle Rally
 16 Far North Craw’s Packard Museum
 16-17 Canterbury Annual Rally
 17 Rotorua Chairman’s run
 17 Sth Cant Mid Island Rally
 17 Taupo Picnic Run
 17 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Sunday Run to Mahurangi 

Peninsula
 17 Wanganui Sunday Run
 23 Ashburton Night Run 
 23 Canterbury Commercial Rally
 23 Gore Festival Rally
 23 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Swap Meet
 24 Gisborne Ladies Run

MARCH
 2 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble
 2 Southland Southland Rally
 2 Waikato Vintage Venture
 3  Canterbury Rear Wheel Brake Rally
 3 Gore Frank Robson & Clearwater 

Capers Runs
 3 Wairarapa Club Run
 3 Wellington Gymkhana 
 6 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Sullivan’s bay Picnic

 8-10 Taupo Taupo Rally
 9 Canterbury Annual Motorcycle Rally
 9 Wanganui Club Captain’s Run
 10 Horowhenua Ted Green Motorcycle Rally
 10 Sth Cant Mystery Run
 10 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 16-17 West Coast Westland Rally
 17 Rotorua Club Green Run
 22-24 Southland Leadfoot Festival Hahei
 23 Horowhenua Swap Meet
 23 Wellington Twilight Run
 24 Gore Ladies Run
 24 Horowhenua Tri-Annual Veteran Rally
 24 Waikato  Glenbrook Steam Festival
 29-1 Sth Cant National South Island Easter 

VCC Rally 
 29-1 Wairarapa National North Island Easter 

VCC Rally
APRIL
 6 Sth Cant Winchester Swap Meet
 6 Wanganui Motor Cycle Rally
 6 Waikato Mooloo Meander
 13 Central Otago Golden Times Rally
 13 Far North Brian Parker Rally
 13-14 Waitemata Roycroft Trophy Speed Event
 14 Gore Swap Meet
 14 Rotorua Night Run
 14 Wairarapa Club Captain’s Run
 14 Waikato Roycroft Trophy run
 19-27 National SI Club Captain’s Tour
 20 Wanganui Saturday Run with Ivan Stick
 20-21 Sth Cant All American Weekend
 20-21 Waikato Commercial Weekend
 21 Taupo Foundation for Blind Run

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy 
of the dates published in this column we advise readers to 
confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC National Events
2013
National Veteran Rally Southland 1 - 3 Feb
National Motorcycle Rally Northland 15 - 17 Feb
South Island Easter Rally Sth Canty  29 March - 1 April
North Island Easter Rally Wairarapa  29 March - 1 April
National Commercial Rally Gisborne Labour Weekend

Kairangi Hill Climb 2009
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VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns
National Office Manager

Annual Subscriptions
In February all current financial 

members will receive their renewal 
notice. Please note that only subscriptions 
received by 20 March 2013 will receive the 
$11.50 discount and to remain financial 
we should receive your subscription by 31 
March 2013.

Credit Card Payments To National 
Office - we accept Visa/Mastercard

Please note that all credit card payments 
incur  a bank fee of 3%.

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local branch contact details, or contact your 
local branch directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

Any payment made direct in to our 
bank account (which is available to all 
existing members and existing Beaded 
Wheels subscribers) is free. Just remember 
to put your subscription number down 
as the reference. This is important as it 
clearly advises us of who the payment is 
from.

Historic Race Licence 
Members holding a VCC Historic Race 

Licence are responsible for making sure it 
remains current. To renew your Licence 

please forward $23, along with your VCC 
HRL number or old HRL card, to the 
National Office and it will be updated.

Christmas Holiday Hours
I wish to take this opportunity to wish 

you all a very Merry Christmas and happy 
and safe New Year. The office will close 
on Friday 21 December 2012 and reopen 
on Wednesday 3 January 2013.

NORTHLAND BRANCH 

50th Birthday 
Celebrations

Our Annual Birthday Rally, the 
Branch’s 50th, headed for Marsden Point 
via the back roads in near gale force winds, 
finishing at the Marsden Cove café. After 
a drive around the marine developments 
we made our way back to the clubrooms. 

In the afternoon Merle Montgomery, 
wife of the late Jim, ably assisted by her 
grandchildren cut the cake celebrating the 
SCAR’s 100th birthday. The Northland 
branch now has two 100 year old vehicles 
in their care. 

The remainder of the afternoon was 
spent admiring photo displays, telling 
tall tales and renewing old friendships. 
Members from other branches were most 
impressed with the facilities we have 
developed since their last visit.

The evening function included presen-
tation of 50 year awards to Bruce Auger, 
Darcy Stirling and Elmer Music by 
National President John Coomber. After 
the presentations Elmer Music assisted by 
Christine Coomber cut our 50th Birthday 
Cake. The winners of the Birthday Rally 
were Paul and Judi Lamb from Wairarapa 
Branch in a Ford Model A truck.

Merle Montgomery with the 100 year old SCAR (Society de Construction Automobiles de Reims) 
restored and rallied by her late husband.

Elmer Music assisted by Christine Coomber 
cutting the 50th birthday cake.

Merle and grandchildren cutting the cake.
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White and Steam
In issue 318 Ivan Horn seeks informa-

tion on a large service car that he thought 
was a slightly older Cadillac than his 1916 
model.

The vehicle in the photo seems to have 
a “Newman Bros” sign written on the 
cowl below the windscreen and of course 
Newmans famously used Cadillacs. This 
one however is, I think, not a Cadillac but 
a six cylinder White 60 of about 1914.

The website conceptcarz.com features a 
1915 White 60 in the AACA Museum at 
Hershey and it has many similar features, 
particularly the radiator shape, the bonnet 
louvres, the windscreen shape with its 
unusual opening panels and the very 
hefty looking wheels. The vehicle is also a 
service car and also has four rows of seats. 
The scuttle is different from the one in 
the photo however having a flowing line 
from the bonnet to the scuttle rather than 
the vertical bulkhead. This styling differ-
ence is a fairly typical one about this time 
as can be seen when comparing 1914 and 
1915 Fords. This car also has acetylene 
lighting. The guards also appear to be 
slightly different but match closely those 
on another 1915 White on the website 
pbase.com. The radiator cap on this car 
looks identical and the high filler pipe is 
very evident.

The electric headlights and their 
mounting position also appear to be the 
same.

The White was a high quality 
American make, famed for their steam 
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mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or refuse 
publication of any item  submitted as comment. The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the 
publishers. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

mailbag

cars which were phased out in January 
1911 with production of petrol engined 
vehicles having commenced the previous 
year.

Cars were manufactured during that 
decade but from then on production 
was focused on trucks and I suppose the 
White sewing machines which the parent 
company started out making.

Rollin White who was the brains 
behind the steam car, left the company in 
the 1920s and launched his own vehicle, 
the Rollin, which by all accounts was a 
good little (by American standards) car.

J E Watson and Co Ltd were agents for 
these cars in Invercargill and apparently 
sold quite a few.

Also in issue 318 I was pleased to see 
reference to refurbishment work being 
undertaken by Pat Kennedy on his 1915 
Humber 10hp (No K2195) that formerly 
belonged to my late Dad, Jack Barnes. 
He got the car from Charlie Emerson 
in 1960 and Charlie had indeed got it 
from Norman Owen, but he was not the 
original owner. Norman acquired the 
car in 1955 in pretty reasonable original 
order and gave it the quick refurbishment 
that was the usual offering in those early 
days and competed in the 1956 Riverton 
Rally. I think the plaque awarded still 
adorns the dash to this day. Norman was 
a very early member of the Southland 
Vintage Car Club, the precursor of the 
Southland Branch, and may even have 
been a founder member. After selling 
the Humber he dropped out of the Club, 
but as a motor mechanic, (not ever to 
my knowledge a flooring contractor) he 
came around and offered us useful advice 
when Dad, my brothers Robin and Trevor, 
and myself were endeavouring to get the 
Humber back on the road.

Norman had bought the car from 
Forrest Dixon, a well known identity 

in Mataura, who also owned a Stanley 
Steamer which was what Norman had 
really hoped to buy. “Forrie” also had a 
White steamer that had an Essex coupe 
body mounted on it. I understand that 
Len Southward ultimately got this off him 
and perhaps it formed the basis of the 
White that is in the Southward Collection 
today.

After we got the Humber going, brother 
Robin and I went out to Mataura to see 
Forrie Dixon and he was delighted to see 
the old car again. 

He told us the car had originally been 
owned by a wealthy land owner named 
Crump who lived in the Wyndham area I 
think he said, but certainly in the Eastern 
Southland area. Apparently Mr Crump 
went into land aggregation in a big way in 
the 1920s and had over-extended himself 
when the big slump came. He died in the 
early ‘30s and as he was flat broke, the 
undertaker took the Humber as burial 
fees. It was from him that Forrie Dixon got 
the car. With prices the way they were in 
the ‘30s I doubt the undertaker recouped 
much of his usual fee!

Barry Barnes

Buick at Pebble Beach
On the contents page of the last Beaded 

Wheels, issue 318, was a small picture of 
a car at the Pebble Beach Concours that 
may have had one or two wondering “what 
is it”.

Total     engine overhauls
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It is a hand built Buick two seat sports 
special, with the Buick straight eight 
mounted in the rear.

Designed by, and built for Norman 
Timbs, the car was completed in 1948. 
At over eighteen feet long, the custom 
built special attracted a lot of attention. 
The car has recently been fully restored 
to its former glory, hence its appearance at 
Pebble Beach. For those that can borrow or 
steal a copy, there is an extensive feature of 
the car in Rodders Journal number 48.

Gary Arps

Online Magazine
Thought you might be interested 

in our on-line magazine Serpolette’s 
Tricycle, since it covers early motoring in 
both Australia and New Zealand. Back 
issues are available free from the website 
http://earlymotor.com

Leon Mitchell
Adelaide, Australia 

Digital Library Update
I’m one of your overseas members in 

the Los Angeles area, where I became 
acquainted with Kiwi-expat Steele 
Therkleson more than 15 years ago.  
Possibly you may have heard of his passing 
here on 1 October. He was 82 and had 
been in this area at least 30 years after 
leaving New Zealand for a few racing teams 
in England, then coming here with the 
Shelby team, opening his own shop and 
doing some very exotic work, such as the 
1923 Delage V-12 engine reconstruction. 
I suspect there are many in New Zealand 
who know much more about him.

I met him when he rebuilt the Bristol 
engine of another Frazer Nash (I have 
a postwar FN, in Nelson at the Classic 
Cars museum http://tinyurl.com/9j39wsy).  
Because of Steele’s great stories, I inter-
viewed him in October 2007 on video.  I 
can send a DVD of that interview if there’s 
an interest. The soundtrack from the video 
is at https://dl.dropbox.com/u/46603292/
Steele.MP3.

I have been intending for some time 
to write about my main (in retirement) 
project, built with “digital library” software 
from NZ (Greenstone). I think it is well-
suited to car clubs, collections, archives or 
personal collections. It is open-source/free. 
I have been working on this for a while and 
recently added two museums (partially) to 
my primary webpage, www.CarLibrary.org. 
Also drafted a better how-to page because 
my primary interest is to encourage others 
to get organised and share information. 
One of the Southward museum manager’s 
was here in August and left a listing of 
their cars and bikes and some photos. He 

promised photos for all their cars (350+) 
eventually. To date, it is at http://tinyurl.
com/8szyahn   

I met two of the Greenstone team in 
Hamilton in April. It seems applying the 
software to “collections” may be novel. I 
think the software is easy enough to use so 
that anyone can get better organised.  The 
car collections that I have done are linked 
near the top of CarLibrary.org .

I am just starting to plan a February 
trip to New Zealand, primarily to take the 
car to the NZCC concours in Auckland, 
10 February. I’ll drive from Nelson to 
Auckland, where I’ll meet (wife) Shannon 
and then return to Nelson. I’ll contact 
some of the local VCC clubs and hope to 
join any others going to the concours.

I am enjoying membership and Beaded 
Wheels; wish I had joined long ago!

Bob Schmitt
Burbank, California

Stolen Morgan JAP Engine
Please could I ask everyone to watch 

out for a water-cooled V twin JAP motor 
as fitted to 1920s Morgan 3 wheelers. It 
was pilfered from a shed near Auckland 
in early August and seems to have been 
targetted. If the thieves had just been after 
metal they could have taken better things 
in preference to this particular ‘lump of 
mixed scrap’. This leads us to hope it will 
resurface intact somewhere.

mailbag

This is a picture of its sister engine 
which I own. The missing one is identical 
but a bit more ‘shop soiled’ and without 
a mag, carb. or engine plates (correct or 
otherwise!). It is one of only three replicas 
made here in New Zealand and the very 
few local originals are mostly with cars. 
It is an extremely unusual thing and if a 
member is offered something like this it 
may well be the missing one. 

These motors were designed by the 
famous JAP development engineer E 
B Ware in the early 1920s. He used a 
water-cooled Morgan as his test bed at 
Brooklands but part of the production 
run was air cooled and used in motor-
cycles, noteably Brough Superiors. A 
motor like this has few uses except in a 
Morgan unless you have access to new top 
ends and timing cover to convert it for 
motorcycle use. So if you see a chopper 
project with an antique looking motor 
and a radiator the alarm bells should start 
ringing. Incidentally if you have ever 
heard of a ‘dog-eared JAP’, yes, that is 
what this is.

There are no numbers on it, it says “JAP 
London” on the back of the crankcase in 
big letters, and there is a trace of a number 
on the front of the timing cover, the 
evidence that it was copied off a genuine 
stamped-up original!

If you see it please contact Richard 
Hudson on 09 235 1229 or fetch the 
police. There would be a modest reward of 
course. Thank you everyone.

David Gardiner 

Right of Reply
In reply to A King’s  mailbag contri-

bution “Another Viewpoint” in Beaded 
Wheels 317 August 2012 I could easily 
refute all his remarks. Particularly 
my alleged problems with Automobile 
Quarterly. I could easily refute his claim 
but I merely smile as I bank my latest 
six-monthly royalty payment from 
Automobile Quarterly for my Cadillac 
Book, now 39 years in print.

Maurice D Hendry
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historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by
Graeme Rice

timelines

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

100 YEARS AGO

1912/13 – Reports were reaching 
New Zealand about the new Cadillac 
which stole the limelight at the Olympia 
Motor Show. This was the 20/30hp model 
equipped with Kettering’s electric self starter 
and a full lighting system. It was described 
as a splendidly furnished and equipped car 
attracting many enquiries due to offering 
buyers remarkable value at £485. 

75 YEARS AGO

1937/38 –British Motorcycle Agencies NZ 
Ltd in Manchester Street Christchurch were 
agents for the unique rear engined, 650cc 
Lloyd. Advertised as the only light car to 
have all independent suspension, a torsion-
less chassis and a water-cooled engine, the 
Lloyd was said to be capable of 50mph 
and return 50 – 55mpg. For £169 the Lloyd 
came with 6-volt electrics, a horn, dipping 
switch, driving mirror, windscreen wiper and 
speedo. Buyers also got a grease gun, spare 
wheel, a wheelbrace, a tyre pump and jack. 

50 YEARS AGO

1962/63 – Holden produced their millionth 
car on 7 December. In 1917 Holden built 
their first two car bodies, in 1922 produc-
tion hit 555 bodies a month. In 1931 Sir 
Edward Holden joined with GM to form 
GM/H.  After the Holden’s 1948 launch 
27,914 cars had been built by 1950. In 1951 
the first Holden Ute was sold.  By 1958 the 
500,000th Holden was delivered. Just four 
years and two model changes later produc-
tion reached seven figures.    

30 YEARS AGO

1982/83 –Two novel five door hatchbacks 
arrived. One was from Volvo, a maker with 
56 years experience, and the second, Korea’s 
Hyundai. Volvo’s 2 litre, de-Dion rear axled, 
360 was said to have a Swedish pedigree 
and Dutch accent, appealing to buyers with 
$20,500 to spend on an upmarket hatch.  
For $11,990 Hyundai’s 1.2 litre Pony2 offered 
similar chunky styling with excellent panel 
fit and high levels of equipment. Steel belt 
radials, halogen headlamps, cloth uphol-
stery, rear wash wiper and a radio, were all 
standard..
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Force Jack took over the firm eventually 
developing into the manufacture of 
industrial machinery. The two became 
acquainted while participating in the 
local Youth Club activities in Rangiora 
and married in 1956 raising four children. 
There are now five grandchildren. A 
daughter Clair and only son John are 
members of the VCC.
Jack’s interest in old cars surfaced in 
1950 when the Canterbury Centennial 
was to be celebrated with processions in 
Rangiora and Christchurch. He and a 
group of friends salvaged the parts of a 
1911 Wolseley Siddeley car and assembled 
it to take part in the display, although 
during the actual processions Jack drove a 
Cadillac. The caddy at that time belonged 
to Autoparts in Timaru and is now owned 
by John McLachan at Leeston. Leith 
supported the local parade riding on the 

Youth Club float promoting skiing which 
at that time was her principal interest. 
In 1957 a rally finishing at Rangiora 
gave Leith her first involvement with 
old cars when she navigated for Jack in 
the Wolseley. Her interest kindled, she 
then researched the history of the vehicle 
including its first owner a Colonel Milton. 
Leith commented that the 1965 Haast 
Rally when they drove their Wolseley was 
one of the highlights of their Veteran 
motoring. They were placed second overall.
In 1966 Jack purchased the remains of a 
1924 Vauxhall 30-98. This model, with 
a Wensum boat-tailed body, was the first 
production English car guaranteed to reach 
100 mph. This gave the Newells scope 
for more extensive rallying than with the 
Wolseley. Leith and Jack researched the 
history of the car gathering up all the 
available information, tracing previous 
owners and contacting anyone with 
knowledge of the marque. She thinks that 
of the approximately 300 cars made, about 

half still survive. In 1970 they shipped the 
30-98 to Australia and took part in the first 
International Bi-Centenary celebrations 
there. They took the car to Australia again 
in 1978 and in 1988. The car is still in the 
family.
In 1950 while looking for cars for the 
centennial procession Jack came across 
parts for a 1908 Vauxhall which he stored 
in various sheds. It was eventually fully 
rebuilt, its first run being in 1985 to 
Invercargill for the start of the 100 year 
Commemorative Tour from Bluff to Cape 
Reinga. 
Leith admitted that the car had a few 
teething problems on the run mainly with 
the electrics but it generally motored well 
and completed the journey on time which, 
she said, still amazes her. This was the 
vehicle that became known as Old Blue.
The Diamond Jubilee of the Veteran 

Car Club of Great Britain was 
celebrated in 1990 and Leith and 
Jack, accompanied by son John, 
entered Old Blue in the festivities. 
They spent three months in the 
car travelling around Britain and 
after visiting Ireland, drove it on 
the famous Brooklands track. With 
no heater, no hood, 60 year old 
running gear, living from a suitcase 
and withstanding the English 
climate for that time gives an idea 
of the enthusiasm the Newells had 
for motoring an old vehicle and the 
enjoyment they got from it. Being 
treated as celebrities when visiting 
the Vauxhall works in Luton they 
found special. They were also very 
surprised at how quickly the acidic 

atmosphere in the UK dulled the 
brass components of their car.

They have made many more overseas trips 
in their vehicles.
Old Blue was exported to New Zealand 
by Vauxhall as a demonstrator early in its 
life, enjoying great competition success. 
Its maximum speed was measured at over 
70 mph. It was totally rebuilt by Jack 
Newell twice – the second time due to an 
unfortunate accident.
Of all their motoring, Leith said that there 
are two events that stand out – the 24 hour 
trial at Renwick during the 1972 Nelson 
rally and the Monte Carlo style rally run 
by the Banks Peninsula Branch of the Club 
in 1993.
At the time of my interview with Leith 
I had no knowledge of these two events. 
With research in Archives and further 
conversations with Leith and others, I was 
surprised at how interesting these rallies 
were and I hope to feature them in future 
issues of Beaded Wheels.
 BW

Leith Newell
Going through old copies of Beaded Wheels
recently I noticed many articles that had 
been submitted by VCC member Leith 
Newell. Unfortunately, at that time, I 
knew nothing about the lady only seeing 
her occasionally on rallies being driven 
by husband Jack in their large and very 
impressive 1908 Vauxhall tourer. (Actually 
it was hard not to miss them when 
motoring – Jack’s smile usually 
matched the proportions of his car). 
On enquiring further I found that 
the Newells had membership of 
the Banks Peninsula Branch of the 
Club, that Jack had died in 2003 
and that Leith was still very much 
involved in the old car scene. 
Curious to know more about her 
and her activities with the Club I 
arranged a visit and spent a pleasant 
morning in conversation with Leith 
in her home in Rangiora.
An octagenerian, Leith is fit and 
well with a sharp memory. As well 
as her interest in old vehicles she 
plays croquet, helps with processing 
historic photographs at the local 
museum, supports her lifelong 
interest in the Broken River Ski Club 
and is working on an historical record 
of the Motoring Garages of Rangiora. In 
1996 she was one of the six members of the 
VCC Book Committee that produced the 
50 year history of the Club.
Leith has researched and written much 
about early motoring, including histories 
of Veteran Wolseley and Vauxhall cars. 
She has compiled a series of articles for 
Beaded Wheels entitled “Early Canterbury 
Motoring” as well as numerous reports 
of past rallies. During my conversation it 
soon became apparent that the reason the 
Newells achieved so much success rallying 
their vehicles was largely due to both Jack 
and Leith’s skill in navigation, forward 
planning and general organisation of their 
trips.
Leith grew up in Rangiora training as 
a pharmacist and working in a chemist 
shop in the town. Jack’s father had a 
blacksmith shop and developed this into 
a full engineering business as Skillings 
Implements. After some years in the Air 

Words Grant Hitchings 
Photo Jeremy Lidstone 

the way we were

The Newells in Old Blue parked outside the offices of the Vauxhall 
works in Luton, England, 1990.
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*Offer excludes 26 December to 15 January.

Your next ferry or rally 
stopover, affordable, quiet 
peaceful, sunny park 
overlooking the bay. 
Plenty of off street parking. Walk to 
Restaurants and Bar. Hosts members 
VCC . **** Qualmark Holiday Park

7 Park Motels

4 Self-contained units

14 Cabins from $49

Sites

GROUP BOOKINGS 
WELCOME

10%
DISCOUNT* FOR 
VCC MEMBERS 

5 Waimarama Street, Picton
email: hiyah@ihug.co.nz
PH 0800 924 529
www.waikawabayholidaypark.co.nz

PICTON ACCOMMODATION
at
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...but you should 
           buy a Delage for your Mistress
Words and Photos Wallace McNair

So ends the quote from 

Scott-Moncrieff, noted motoring 

historian and enthusiast. The 

beginning, suggesting you should drive 

your Alfa Romeo, and be driven in your 

Rolls is less important to this story.

Sometime around the 1950s in 
Christchurch, an Edwardian Delage 
broke its driveshaft. It was disman-

tled and the shaft welded up, only to break 
again. Again dismantled, a blacksmith 
hammer-welded a piece of shaft onto the 
original but the car was not returned to 
service.

Instead it was decided to repair it more 
thoroughly as many parts were worn. The 
body was removed and stored and the car 
dismantled. In this form it changed hands 
several times, each new owner losing parts 
and interest; the body was determined to 
be rotten and subsequently burnt, along 
with the hardware.

The remains were eventually purchased 
by the writer in 2008. It was identified 
as a 1913 AB4 model, with a 2.1 litre 
Ballot engine of 75 x 120mm and 4 speed 
gearbox. The engine was alleged to have 
been overhauled in the early 1960s and was 
complete, but had not been run. 

The chassis frame was excellent, gearbox 
and rear axle had been dismantled, parts of 
the steering box existed but no front axle, 
pedals, gearchange or handbrake parts. 
The radiator and petrol tank were in poor 
condition, no road springs, shackles, wheels 
or hubs. So not a project for the faint of 
heart.

During the next two years many of the 
missing parts were sourced, an axle, engine 
and gearbox coming from France and some 
excellent period jewellery plus original 
parts for this car coming from Australia.

Work began quite early on the design 
and building of the body. With Delages 
being noted for style and elegance it was 
decided to create a skiff embodying the best 
features of the period in aluminium over 
an ash and kauri frame, with a mahogany 
deck. The typical “Delage crease” down the 

centreline was featured on the rear panel 
and on the guards.

Restoration of a car implies returning 
it to its original form. It is the writer’s 
view that chassis supplied to a coachbuilder 
could have an endless variety of body styles, 
and often chassis were rebodied in period 
to suit the owner’s whim. In the case of a 
rebuild where the original body no longer 
exists it is therefore logical that the rolling 
chassis delivered again to a coachbuilder 
may be fitted with an “original” body, ie 
one designed today with period features but 
not a copy of something else.

Having practised as a coachbuilder over 
the last 40 or so years specialising in early 
European types it was a pleasant challenge 
to create something exciting and stylish on 
this Delage chassis. 

Of growing importance to the survival 
and enjoyment of our early motor cars is 
the introduction and encouragement of 
young people to be involved. To this end 
I decided that the Delage would be gifted 
to my granddaughter, at that time 10 years 
old, and that she should be involved in the 
project as much as possible. Our grandchil-
dren motor and rally with us often in our 
D8 Delage and other cars and it is obvious 
that the interest is strong and the ground 
fertile.

Of growing importance to the 
survival and enjoyment of our early 
motor cars is the introduction and 

encouragement of young people to 
be involved.
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At age 10 she insisted that the car 
should have a back seat so that in future 
she would be able to take her kids with her. 
And so a folding seat was fitted into the 
rear hatch. Other decisions such as colour 
choice and brass vs nickel were discussed 
and arrived at and pride of ownership is 
evident, culminating in January this year 
taking the finished car to the VCC Pan 
Pacific Rally in Wanganui with Miss 12 
year old, and her having her first driving 
lesson in it.

Inevitably we age and our cars get 
passed on. The pleasure of being involved 
in this transition while one is alive enough 
to be part of it is enormous and thoroughly 
recommended, not only for the benefit 
of the individual but also for the car. As 
young people we learnt to cope with the 
vagaries of old cars because they were all 
we had. We learnt to mend punctures, 
clean fuel filters and carry a spare magneto, 
with the ability to time it on the side of 
the road.

Today’s world is different with young 
people doing much less hands-on stuff. 
Kids today don’t even mend their bike 
punctures. If a 40 year old inherits grand-
dad’s pride and joy with no basic knowledge 
of how to maintain and use it, what hope 
is there of the car’s ultimate survival where 

the one and a half garages in the house are 
needed for more urgent reasons?

This article could have explained at 
length how the rear axle was repaired, how 
the new wheels were built, who did the 
painting as other restoration articles do. 
We all know the dramas and difficulties 
that have to be faced and overcome on 
each restoration project.

Equally important is to plan for the 
future survival of our motoring heritage 
and encourage and train the next genera-
tion of Vintage motorists.

Finally, what is an AB4 Delage like to 
drive? Not overly powerfull, it averages 
40mph on a trip. Torque is good on top 
gear enabling reasonable hills to be tackled 
without changing down. The steering is 
a little on the heavy side for one used 
to power steering, and the rear brakes 
certainly require one to make arrange-
ments in plenty of time. Having just driven 
it for around 1000 miles on country and 
city roads it endears itself to the driver 
more each day.

The engine still has its original cast 
iron pistons which show little wear, but 
their weight combined with the two 
bearing crank produces some harshness 
and vibration not unusual for the period. 
At a future date one would probably fit 
lighter alloy pistons which would allow the 

current top speed of 50mph to be exceeded 
easily.

The four speed gearbox is a delight to 
use and is almost unworn, a tribute to a 
very good design, and the cone clutch easy 
and smooth. To assist with starting, a 
magneto with an impulse coupling has 
been used, and if the carburettor is flooded 
correctly the engine usually starts on the 
second pull of the crankhandle. Even a 12 
year old can do it! BW
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It is generally accepted that chrome 

plating (more correctly, chromium 

plating, as chrome is a slang word) 

surfaced in the automobile industry on 

the radiator surround and some other 

parts of the 1926-27 Oldsmobile.

New innovations from GM were 
often trialed by Oldsmobile before 
being used across the board. An 

example is the Hydramatic transmission 
first used in the 1940 Olds before Cadillac 
adopted it in 1941….better to fail in an 
Oldsmobile than a Cadillac was GM’s 
philosophy. 1926 is a long time ago but 
Detroit was beaten to the punch by more 
than 2,000 years. Chromium oxide was 
in use by the Qin dynasty Chinese no 
later than 210 BC, the date the Terracotta 
Army was interred at a site not too far 
from what is now Xi’an. Bronze-tipped 
crossbow bolts discovered at this amazing 
site showed no sign of corrosion after being 
entombed for more than 2,000 years, the 
reason being that the Chinese had coated 
the bronze tips with chromium. 

There is no shortage of the stuff – it is 
the twenty-first most abundant element 
in the earth’s crust and is extracted from 
that crust in the form of the heavy black 
mineral, iron magnesium chromite, usually 
shortened to chromite. Chromite ore in 
its trivalent state is the natural non-toxic 

state of the chromium element and is 
naturally present in foods. Not so the 
hexavalent chromium type commonly 
used in chrome plating. It is extremely 
toxic and carcinogenic when ingested, 
inhaled or absorbed through the skin 
so don’t begrudge the chrome-plater his 
eye-watering bill, the poor chap is going 
to die before you do! Many of chromi-
um’s compounds are intensely coloured 
which explains its name, derived from 
the Greek word for colour, chrôma, with 
the Latin suffix ium tacked on to make 
it look more important. There is no 
such thing as coloured chrome with the 
exception of black chrome and that is 
achieved by adding a contaminant that 
turns the metal smoky grey or fully black. 
Other coloured chrome finishes are trans-
lucent paints applied over a layer of tiny 
aluminium flakes. 

Modern electrochemistry (electro-
plating) was invented by the Italian 
chemist, Luigi Brugnatelli, in 1805. 
Unfortunately for him the French 
Academy of Sciences wielded all the power 
and suppressed his invention, probably 
because he wasn’t French. By 1839 British 
and Russian scientists had independently 
perfected similar processes to Brugnatelli’s 
for the copper electroplating of printing 
press plates, followed one year later by gold 
and silver electroplating. Although nickel 
electrodeposition originated in 1837 the 
modern method stems from improvements 

to the system, such as agitation, made by 
the American Prof. O P Watts in 1916. 
The first commercial electrodeposition of 
chromium was in 1924 – almost simulta-
neously in Germany and America. Did 
Colin Fink know he laid the groundwork 
for untold numbers of hot-rodders? Fink 
was the co-inventor of the first repro-
ducible chromium process and in 1925, 
helped by his students, took a car apart 
and chrome plated all of the exterior body 
parts. Absolutely everything that showed 
was plated. They then reassembled the 
car and drove it into New York’s setting 
sun which completely blinded them – this 
was before pollution! Day two involved 
dismantling their showpiece and devel-
oping a stripping method for chromium.

As chromium has high corrosion resist-
ance and hardness its potential to replace 
the relatively soft and easily tarnished 
nickel protective surface was obvious. 
On Mohs Hardness Scale diamond is 10, 
chrome is 8.5 and nickel is 3.8. Nickel 
silver, commonly known as German silver, 
was often used for radiator shells and other 
trim up until the early 1920s. It consists 
of 60% copper, 20% nickel, 20% zinc 
and zero silver. The silver part of the 
name is due to its colour. Nineteenth 
century German metalworkers developed 
it in imitation of a Chinese alloy called 
pakfong, a white copper. Early efforts at 
chrome plating steel from a cold solution 
resulted in thick, dull chrome that had to 

All that glitters…
                                                       an enthusiast’s guide to chrome plating 

Words Kevin Casey
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be polished. It was soon found that chrome 
could not be used as a total replacement 
for nickel but as a thin bright top layer 
over nickel to preserve the reflectivity of 
the plated part. Nickel, with its smooth 
finish and self-leveling ability, is better 
at protecting the underlying metal from 
corrosion and is highly reflective. The very 
thin layer (.00013-.00025mm) of chrome 
protects the nickel and controls nickel’s 
yellow undertones through the chrome’s 
“bluish” reflective quality. Chrome itself 
is transparent in very thin layers so the 
silver colour of chrome is due to the bright 
nickel plating. 

So how does chrome plating protect 
the underlying metal? Chromium metal 
exposed to air is passivated by oxygen 
forming a thin protective oxide surface 
layer only a few atoms thick. It is very 
dense and prevents the diffusion of oxygen 
into the underlying metal whereas iron 
or plain carbon steel allows the oxygen 
to migrate into the underlying metal 
causing rust. However chrome is somewhat 
porous, more porous than nickel in fact. 
Chrome has a ‘cracked’ structure – a fine 
lattice of cracks with no definite pattern 
– that will eventually allow contaminants 
through to attack the nickel. Around 
1950 the ‘Duplex nickel’ process was 
developed plating bright nickel over semi-
bright nickel. The reason for this involves 
galvanic corrosion issues. The bright 
nickel is anodic to the semi-bright nickel 
and sacrificially protects it, spreading 
the corrosion forces laterally instead of 
allowing them to penetrate through to 
the steel. If a chrome plating shop offers 
only single layer nickel plating, it must 
be very, very heavy if corrosion resist-
ance is to be guaranteed. A normal nickel 
thickness would be .0008”-.0012”compared 
to chrome at .00001”. The terms ‘triple 
chrome plating’ and ‘quadruple chrome 
plating’ can mean different things. Triple 
chrome may be copper, nickel, chrome or 
two layers of nickel followed by chrome. 
Quadruple plating can be four layers of 
nickel before chrome or other combina-
tions involving copper. For durable chrome 
that will be exposed to the weather the 
part should have at least two layers of 
nickel: semi-bright and bright. 

The production of chromium is a 
big industry. South Africa is away out 
in front with about 45% of the world’s 
chromite production which is about the 
same combined total of the next three 
big players: India, Kazakhstan and Turkey. 
China (naturally) is the biggest user of 
chromium. Its main use is in stainless steel; 
China alone is expected to have produced 
14 million tons of it in 2011. Stainless 

cookware contains 18% chromium but 
this is ferro-chromium, also derived from 
chromite by a different process. It is 
estimated that more than 20,000 tons of 
Chromium is electrodeposited as coatings 
annually throughout the world – consider 
how thin the coating is! I would imagine 
consumption would have been higher in 
the 1950s when the Yanks trowelled it 
onto their cars. 

Chrome is as shiny as it gets and can’t 
be improved by polishing but it can be 
destroyed. It should be protected with wax 
or light oil. Do not polish chrome as the 
very thin layer of chrome can be removed 
by the polish allowing contaminants 
to attack the nickel which is prone to 
pitting and peeling, along with tarnishing. 
If chrome peels it is nearly always due 
to a manufacturing defect of insufficient 
adhesion of the plating to the substrate. 
Take it back and hear no excuses.

Why is re-chroming so expensive? It is 
labour intensive for one thing. The plater 
has to strip the chrome, nickel and maybe 
copper, then polish out all scratches and 
blemishes – a physically hard, dirty and 
time consuming task. The part is then 
plated with copper and ‘mush buffed’ to 
squash copper into any tiny pits. This 
may have to be repeated a few times to 
fill deeper pits, cleaning and acid dipping 
between each coat. Then comes two or 
three different types of nickel plating 
followed by chrome plating, rinsing 
between each step. Add on the high cost 
of materials, equipment and overheads 
(imagine the power bill) plus the cost of 
complying with ever increasing environ-
mental regulations. As if this isn’t enough 
the smorgasbord of chemicals in the 
various baths releases a highly toxic mist 
for your chrome-plater’s enjoyment while 
two more nasty brutes, lead chromate 
and barium sulfate, quietly form in the 
bubbling broth. Chromic acid used in the 
bath is very dangerous and carcinogenic, 
among lesser evils like taking out your 
liver. It leaches through the ground very 
readily and turns up in the aquifer, fortu-
nately easily detectable and visible at one 
part in a million – all water supplies are 
monitored for chrome.

Sadly, restorers here in Dunedin no 
longer have a local chrome- plater. Ol’ 
Barney pulled the pin a few years ago – 
his tanks were leaking, his bones were 
creaking and the Council was seeking to 
close him down, but according to Barney it 
was the damned perfectionist old car nuts 
that nailed the coffin shut!

 
BW This example of the chroming process was 

supplied by Shiny Bits, Geraldine. 

old chrome ➙

chrome removed ➙

polished ➙

cyanide copper 
coating➙

acid copper 
coating➙

nickel plating➙

final chrome 
plating ➙
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For instance, compare gear-cutting or 
welding now, with 40 or 50 years 
ago. No less helpful is the internet, 

and emails provide contact with fellow 
enthusiasts and information instantly, so 
I shouldn’t have been surprised when an 
old school mate located me after a gap 
of 50 years. Our bulging photo albums 
and scrapbooks were mute testimony to 
our obsession with motorcars when school-
work should have been foremost. Neither 
of us have an interest that has waned 
apparently, as David McKinney went on to 
develop his infatuation into a paying job 
as a motoring correspondent, and he also 
had a major hand in early NZ motoring 
magazines. His fantasy car sketches left 
me in awe too. He went on to Motorman 
magazine and is now in London doing 
work for MotorSport and other great names.

After all those years, David quite by 
chance, recently entered the VCCNZ 
website and on seeing my name, contacted 
me. In the course of closing the 50 year 
gap, we discussed cars we had owned 
and driven, with some exciting machines 

having passed through his hands. At the 
mention that we were the lucky owners of 
Wally Scott’s Railton, he delved into his 
impressive reference library and passed on 
the fascinating ‘snapshot’ from the 1946 
NZ Sports Car Club bulletin. As a number 
of the cars mentioned in the correspond-
ence are still being motored today in 
enthusiast’s hands, I thought others might 
be interested. Readers may have some 
interesting views on the initial question 
that was posed, and having owned both 
a 3 Litre Bentley and the Railton, Wally 
Scott’s observation leaves me somewhat 
perplexed. Point to point, the Railton is 
as quick as any modern if speed limits are 
observed. 

It would be fascinating to know what 
happened to the rest of them, and maybe 
some of the readers might be bold enough 
to offer an opinion on the question that 
was originally posed.

Needless to say, David and I will be 
keeping in touch more regularly now.

FINDING OUR 

Speedsters…
I wonder how many members appreciate that although our interest lies with old 

technology, the latest technology has made it cheaper and easier to keep our 

vehicles motoring. 

Right: Letters from 1946 Sports Car Bulletin

For some reason or another we 
have never had a real discussion 
on the very important question 
as to which of our New Zealand 
cars merits the title of Fastest Car. 
Yet it is a subject full of meat – 
nonetheless because of the almost 
insuperable difficulty of ever really 
finding the answer. Not that there 
is a plethora of fast cars in the real 
sense of the word, but what there 
are, are spread all over the country 
from Auckland to Invercargill. I am 
no more qualified to give an opinion 
than the next man, but I can say 
what I think and then no doubt we 
shall hear plenty from others.

I see no necessity to make any 
distinction between racing cars and 
touring versions, as the cars that 
fall into the first class are very rare 
indeed and with one exception can 
be ignored.

First of all – what constitutes a 
fast car? Is  it one that will accel-
erate very fast indeed or one that 
has a higher maximum than the 
next or one that holds the road 
like a leech and steers to a hair or 
one that will go from A to B at a 
colossal average speed? In reality, it 
is none of these in particular but all 
in general. One or more without the 
final attribute is not sufficient when 
we are talking about really fast cars 
although it or they may suffice in 
more lowly company. This specifi-
cation accepted then, we find that 
we are limited to woefully few cars 
whose claim can really be seriously 
considered. 

To the best of my knowledge, one 
only American car can pretend to 
make the grade – the Stutz Bearcat. 
A tough vehicle all right but poten-
tially quite unknown to me. Its 
reputation would lead one to believe 

Alastair Jones’ 1934 Railton Terraplane Berkeley sports tourer.

Words and photos Alastair Jones
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that it may have something although 
the Autocar road test of a similar model 
in saloon form gave only 90mph and 
90mph is not enough in good company.

Continentals are few and far 
between. The leading contender 
is obviously the 500 or 540K Merc. 
from Fairlie. I maintain that it is a 
540K but I am probably wrong again. 
Acceleration is not good enough, 
if all we read is true its every day 
maximum is below the hundred and 
while its roadholding may be better 
than average, I do not think that it 
would turn the scaled. Nevertheless 
a definite contender. As the 33/180 
Merc. in Auckland turns out to have 
a Daimler motor of unknown type it 
must be regretfully discarded, which 
is a pity.

Paul Harvie’s D8/100 Delage is 
apparently quite rapid enough for 
most but Bolster’s impressions lead one 
to the conclusion that while it must 
be a possibility, its forte is probably 
more in the direction of long distance 
high speed travelling than really rapid 
general road work. The ex-Ken Hemus 
6½ litre Hispano can apparently be 
discarded at the moment. Ken would 
hardly have sold it so rapidly if all that 
is said of Hispanos had been embodied 
in that car.

And that I think covers the 
Continentals and leaves the good old 
stodgy British car to be considered 
and this is where we strike trouble and 
come up against the perennial vintage 
versus modern.

Taking the moderns first and 
listing them as they come to mind we 
have: –

(1) The Pascoe 4.3 litre Alvis saloon 
from Auckland. Undoubtedly one of the 

three leading contenders for the title. 
Maximum of a comfortable century 
and 0-50 in about 10 secs. make it 
outstanding. Taking the Alvis reputa-
tion into account, we have a car which 
will fulfil all our requirements with 
some left over.

(2) The three speed 25 Alvises – 
Miss Barker’s of Gisborne, Carnes 
Bidwill’s of Featherston and Bachop’s 
of Wellington. All fast cars in their 
own right but justifiably not as good as 
the more modern and larger brother.

(3) The WO 4½ litre 6 cylinder 
Lagonda pillarless saloon of Hastings. 
Again a very fast car but just not quite 
I feel. Very much faster that 99.9% of 
the others but not good enough.

(4) The Railton tourer of Scott of 
Christchurch. Acceleration probably 
better than anything else up to about 
60 but for the rest the owner maintains 
that he could never better with the 
Railton the time from Christchurch 
he put up in his old Red Label 3 litre 
Bentley. Very illuminating and most 
instructive.

(5) The reputed 2½ or 3½ litre 
SS100 of Littles of Christchurch. I am 
yet to be convinced that it is not the 
90 which these people own or owned 
but a serious contender if someone can 
convince me that it is a 3½ litre 100.

(6) The blown Austin single-seater. 
The real thing of course, with a 
maximum of around three figures and 
startling acceleration. However, I feel 
that by now its day is probably past 
and most regretfully must pass it over.

That I think covers all modern cars 
worth mentioning. I may have left 
some out but nothing outstanding as 
far as I can remember. One has heard 

rumours of a 4 litre Darracq saloon 
but nothing concrete has eventuated.

Finally in the same manner let 
us list the vintage models with some 
pretensions to real speed: –

(1) The ex-Hudson two seater 
4½ litre Bentley now owned by Dr 
Slater of Dunedin. Reported to have 
a Brooklands lap of 100 odd to its 
credit, it must be and is good enough 
although I fancy that acceleration 
would not be sufficient.

(2) The Hamilton 4½ van den Plas 
four seater. A mystery car really, 
because there are too many conflicting 
rumours anent its present condition. 
Its owner (who does not talk for the 
sake of impressing others) claimed 
120mph in racing trim when the car 
was at its peak. I for one, am not in a 
position to query this but the car has 
done a colossal mileage and probably 
could not regain its lost youth without 
frightful expenditure.

(3) The remaining 4½s can be 
grouped together as good cars but not 
good enough to really matter.

(4) The TT replica Frazer-Nash 
of Macintosh of Invercargill. With 
deflector head the manufacturers 
claim over the 100 mark but after 
extensive experience I believe its true 
maximum is considerably less.

And that I stoutly maintain gives us 
the answer and what is more I have a 
sneaking suspicion that practical tests 
would give us the same answer in a 
manner just as emphatic.

Now have at me.
(The Club Captain appears to be 

“trailing his coat.” We  shall be pleased 
to print other people’s ideas. – Ed.)

Sir,
In the interest of sobriety may we 
comment on the interesting article 
“Which is our Fastest Car” by AE 
Ansell?
We feel that it would be a good 
thing to bear in mind the known 
standard performance as indicated by 
maximum speed of the various cars 
in New Zealand at the present time. 
We believe the following list to be 
approximately in order of merit:–
1  Mercedes 240K 106 mph
2 Auburn supercharged
 roadster 101 mph
3 Front wheel drive Cord 99 mph
4 Alvis 4.3 97 mph
5 Lagonda 4 ½ litre 94 mph
6 Alvis Speed 25 93 mph

7 Railton 4 ½ litre tourer 90 mph
8 Buick 5 ½ litre 90 mph
9 Mercury 90 mph
10 Lincoln Zephyr 89 mph
11 Bentley 4 ½ litre 88 mph
12 Chrysler Air Flow 88 mph
13 Invicta 4 ½ litre 87 mph
14 Bentley Speed Six 86 mph
Of the special cars we doubt if there 
is anything faster than Eyston’s 
Thunderbolt. Hamilton’s 4½ has 
lapped Brooklands at 109mph, SA 
Gibbons’ 4½ litre Invicta is reputed 
to have put in a lap at a higher 
speed in the 1934 TT than Birkin’s 
Supercharged Bentley in 1930 and 
the single seater Austin is credited 
with speeds in excess of 100mph.

We feel that the Speed Six Bentley 
mentioned by Mr Ansell to have a 
speed well in excess of 100mph (say 
110mph) must develop about 275bhp 
as the 8 litre Bentley with 240bhp 
achieved 101mph the 9 litre Hispano 
with 250bph 103mph and the 38-250 
Mercedes tourer 104mph.
If the claimed performance of the 
Speed Six is correct it is undoubt-
edly the most outstanding car in 
this country and probably one of 
the fastest normal saloon cars in 
existence anywhere.
 RA Gibbons
 AC Atkinson
  

WHICH IS OUR FASTEST CAR A E Ansell
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PV, PWV, P60V & 
P80V Rally
Auckland Branch 

Words and photos Peter Alderdice 
19 August 2012

The Auckland Branch 29th PV, PWV, 
P60V & P80V Rally was held on Sunday 
9 September. The 42 entrants comprised 
a wide range of interesting vehicles. The 
Americas were represented by Dodge, 
Chevrolet, Ford, Chrysler, Graham, 
and Indian whilst British and European 
marques included Lanchester, Daimler, 
MG, Riley, Sunbeam, Vauxhall, Morris, 
Morgan, Humber, Austin, Skoda and 
Hillman. There was also a nice Australian 
Holden campaigned by Bob and Debbie 
Ballantyne. 

The morning threatened showers as the 
field set off from Ramarama Hall, south of 
Auckland, a great start venue that allowed 
competitors to immediately enjoy rural 
roads. The field made its way through 
Harrisville, over the Waikato River 
towards Tuakau and then into a controlled 
speed section south of Pukekawa. Just 
where do the organisers find these 
loose metal roads? We proceeded over 
the Waikato Expressway at Mercer and 
enjoyed the views from the ridge to arrive 
at the lunch stop at Mangatawhiri Hall. 

The afternoon section included 
traversing the private access roads around 
Auckland’s water supply in the Hunua 
Ranges. The organisers had arranged 

access with Watercare Services and what 
a real treat, as these tracks are seldom 
opened for events such as this. The rally 
concluded back at the start location with 
a welcome afternoon tea. The showers 
that had threatened all day finally arrived 
and a few open cars had a complimentary 
upholstery clean!

An enjoyable evening presentation 
was arranged at the Auckland Branch 
clubrooms at Penrose. Competitors then 
discovered that there were a few naviga-
tional tests and/or unmanned check 
points that had been missed The rally was 
well plotted by Colin and Pam Bell and 
was won overall by Russell and Jocelyn 
McAlpine driving a 1962 Austin Healy. 

54th Hunua Hundred Rally
Auckland Branch 

Words and photos Tracey Winterbottom 
Over Labour Weekend, Auckland 

Branch held its annual Hunua 100 Rally. 
There were 60 vehicles entered spread 
over Vintage to P60 classes; 21 Vintage, 
10 PV, 15 PWV and 14 P60, twelve were 
tourers and two were motorcycles.

The rally was plotted by Michael and 
Liz Hillier, their first attempt at plotting 
a major rally, with some guidance from 
both Peter Crowther and Owen Haywood. 
Michael and Liz did a fantastic job.

The morning section set off from 
Papakura and was quickly onto rural roads 
through Drury, Buckland, under and over 
the Tuakau Bridge, Onewhero and Glen 

Murray for a well earned lunch break 
and a chance for some to dry off. The 
morning section had pretty much sorted 
the place getters with a timed section and 
a couple of tests on your understanding of 
rally rules and straight ahead rule. Good 
planning though assured that vehicles did 
not “disappear into beyond” in directions 
unintended by the plotter. The scenery 
and heights covered through the morning 
were magnificent, even if it was through 
a misty haze of rain. Great Vintage gravel 
roads as well. The afternoon saw entrants 
returning via Mercer, Pokeno, Bombay 
and then onto the finish at Drury School 
by straight line.

There were a couple of casualties 
along the way, the usually reliable Model 
A tourer of Glenn and Marion Morris 
developed electrical problems and despite 
valiant roadside efforts had to go home 
under another Model A’s power. Ellie Pye 
had petrol line issues with her E type Jag 
and had to leave the car in Pokeno to 
await transport.

Congratulations to Wayne and Carrie 
Roberts who were overall winners in their 
1928 Willys Knight. Class winners were:
Slow Vintage
Wayne & Carrie Roberts 1928 Willys Knight
Fast Vintage
Stephen & Tracey 
Winterbottom 1928 Sunbeam Tourer
PV
Charlotte & Darin Bovis 1939 Pontiac

rally snippets

Auckland: Peter Alderdice’s 1949 Morgan 4/4. Auckland: Morris Oxford 1956.

Auckland: George Urhquart’s 1933 Rolls-Royce 20/25. Auckland: Russell and Jocelyn McAlpine’s 1962 MG Midget.
Auckland: Hunua Hundred         Lu
Pye 1970 Jaguar E Type.
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PWV
Ken & Annette Foot 1958 Humber 80
P60 - Joint winners
Neville Olsen & 
Gill Stephens 1966 Morris Mini
Merv and Judy Stowers 1975 Triumph
Motorcycles
Leo Fowler 1942 Indian 741B

35th Rubber Duckie 
Motorcycle Rally
Taranaki Branch 

Words and photos Colin Johnston
Our annual rally in September 

commenced on the Friday with a get 
together and meal. On Saturday all 54 
entrants from around the North Island 
assembled, a briefing took place and with 
all instructions rolled onto their naviga-
tion brackets riders were sent off at one 
minute intervals. The course was mapped 
out especially for bike riders with first 
stop at Ratipiko. From there the entrants 
who had chosen the long route of 130 
miles continued on to Strathmore and 
Puniwakau and back to Douglas with 
stunning views of the Eastern Taranaki 
back country with about 11 miles of 
shingle road. The short route followed on 
to Huiroa and Douglas. All riders were 
very supportive of these routes as many 
had not been on these roads before. At 
Douglas the long route joined the short 
and all arrived safely at the Stanley Road 
Community centre for lunch. After this 
stop the weather deteriorated with the first 

of the rain arriving. But this is why it’s 
called the Rubber Duckie. The afternoon 
section took riders all the way through to 
Bell Block with a timed section and silent 
checks.

Saturday evening Dinner and Prize-
giving was again held at the Fitzroy Golf 
Club which proved to be a most satisfac-
tory arrangement as it is within walking 
distance of the accommodation. 
Overall Winner  
Barry & Linda Wells  1951 BSA Golden Flash.
Best presented Bike
Neville and Cheryl 
Mickleson  1970 Jawa Californian. 
Brian Hopkins Memorial PV/PW.
Dennis Young.

Dunvegan MC Rally
Otago Branch 

Words Bill Veitch
Our Branch annual motorcycle 

rally,  the 41st Dunvegan, was held early 
October. There was almost a taste of sun 
as we assembled at the Dunedin Chinese 
Gardens, but as we rode South the skies 
blackened, the wind came up, and the 
Dunvegan regulars all thought “here we 
go again”. Of the 41 rallies, we must have 
scored 30 with bad weather for the start. 
So much so the organisers are looking at 
running it a month or so later if it can be 
fitted in with other rallies.

The timed section was taken from the 
start and checked in at Berwick. Then it 
was cold and wet headwinds to Balclutha 

where lunch was supplied to the 48 partici-
pants. The afternoon trip to Roxburgh, 
our overnight stay, was to have two routes. 
The longer one was further South to 
Clinton and over the hill to Clydevale, 
but due to the weather worsening, the 
shorter trip up beside the Clutha River 
was the unanimous decision. Travelling up 
through the Rongahere Gorge was quite 
pleasant as was Beaumont for a short time. 
The bad weather continued for our trip to 
Roxburgh. Minutes after our arrival a great 
blue hole in the sky gave us half an hour of 
sun – well almost half an hour. The Riders 
Rest was a great venue for our size group, 
the meals and accommodation excellent.

Our Christchurch regulars Bob and 
Arthur Bruce and Ray Shearman who 
has attended all 40 rallies were absent 
this year, but it was good to see ten or 
so new faces from Christchurch. If these 
chaps can forget Saturday’s weather and 
recall how much better it was on Sunday 
we may just get them back. Other entries 
from Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru, Te Anau, 
Alexandra, Balclutha and Ashburton 
attended this years rally. Thanks must 
go to the South Otago VCC branch for 
a great lunch, and to the Riders Rest in 
Roxburgh. The overall winner was Robert 
Hutton riding the oldest bike, a 1924 
Harley Davidson.
See results on page 42.

d         Lunch break, George Urquhart 1933 Rolls-Royce, Ellie Auckland: Hunua Hundred Lunch break – Marshall and Lillian 
Corazza, Austin Healy.

Auckland: Hunua Hundred Start - 1936 Rolls Royce. Taranaki: Winner Barry and Linda Wells Masterton, 1951 BSA Golden 
Flash at the start.

Taranaki: John Viner 1939 Ariel VH is 
checked out at the start by Cez Budd.
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The 2012 Veteran and Vintage Tour started in Murchison 
on 15 October, the Monday after the Christchurch Swap 
Meet which had been a good excuse to head away a couple 

of days early.
The welcome dinner held at the Murchison Recreation Centre 

was attended by around 60 people from Kerikeri in the north, to 
Invercargill in the South, all eager to meet other attendees and to 
renew friendships made on previous tours. A fun evening forecast 
a friendly tour on what was to be the first of four very wet days.

Tuesday morning saw the group head out of Murchison for 
Karamea, but within 5kms we found Ernest and Brenda George 
in their Chrysler 4 truck broken down on the side of the road. 
This was the only terminal breakdown of the tour and absolutely 
heartbreaking for them given the time and money just spent on 
the motor. They returned home to Oamaru thanks to their AA 
Plus membership.

The weather continued to try to dull our holiday, even 
providing hail at Denniston and snow between St Arnaud and 

Blenheim. However we were on the ‘Wet West Coast’ and we all 
got out there and did the sight-seeing, most reaching the start of 
the Heaphy Track at the most north-western end of the road in 
the South Island.  

Then it was off to the East Coast for Labour Weekend. The sun 
came out and a lot of tourers enjoyed the Marlborough Biennial 
Rally, before heading north to Nelson, Takaka, Collingwood 
and for the very energetic, Farewell Spit, Bainham (the iconic 
Langford’s Store is closed on Wednesdays, when we were there) 
and the northern end of the Heaphy Track.

After a thoroughly enjoyable evening in the company of the 
Golden Bay Collectable Car Club members, we headed to Reefton 
and then Hanmer Springs where our final dinner was attended 
by none other than “The Stig” of BBC’s Top Gear fame, who 
presented choccies to award winners and graciously posed with 
groups of tourers. Dianne Ross then located a piano and started to 
play. She was soon surrounded by singers and a fantastic evening, 
including dancing, concluded our Veteran and Vintage Tour.

2012 Veteran and Vintage Tour 

Words and photos Raewyn Fenn

Lined up in the forest.  Lined up at dinner - Takaka.
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Along the way Dianne had arranged a number of collec-
tions for us to view, including an amazing collection of dolls, 
another of English Fords and a very large gun collection. We saw 
beautiful gardens, gorgeous new-born animals, wonderfully inter-
esting museums, ate whitebait on the West Coast, scallop pies at 
Collingwood. The vistas were incredible and people admired our 
vehicles.

The group enjoyed a happy hour each evening during which 
the Wooden Spoon was presented by the previous holder and 
John Campbell entertained us with his bag-pipes several nights 
and stories were happily swapped.

Another fabulous tour organised by Dianne and Rob Ross.
 

 
BW

De Soto 8 tackling a Ford.Parked at St Arnaud - Lake Rotoiti.

 Model T Raceabout.
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It is not known if these two Benz type cars were new or used 
or whether they were French or German made; research 
continues. In 1897 the French were world leaders in car produc-

tion, with over 20 car manufacturers including Crouan fitted with 
automatic advance and retard ignition and pneumatic transmis-
sion, Darracq, De Dion–Bouton, Delahaye, Foucher-Delachanal, 
Gobron-Brillie, Gardner, Klaus, Krieger, Lacoste-Battmann, 
(who later made cars under aliases), Le Blon, Le Brun, Lufbery, 
Marchand, Mors, Panhard-Levassor (P&L), Peugoet, Renault, 
Rochet-Schneider and Roger. Le Brun, Lufbery, Panhard-Levassor, 
and Peugoet all commenced their car production using rear 
mounted Daimler engines. 

During 1891 P&L evolved into the classic car layout – engine at 
the front, mid-mounted 4 forward and a reverse gearbox to central 
chain driven rear wheels. Peugeot was quick to adopt the P&L 
/ Daimler Vee twin Phoenix engine in 1894. Similarly in 1896 
British Daimler adopted the Daimler vee twin engine and P&L 
running gear to which was fitted British coachwork. Delahaye, 
Foucher-Delachanal, Mors, Rochet-Schneider and Roger all made 
cars with rear engine layout driving through primary belts to final 
drive by side chains in the Benz idiom. Emile Roger was licensed 
by Benz in 1887 to produce the three wheeled Benz with wooden 
spoked wheels followed by the 4 wheelers. By 1895 Benz cars were 
criticised as being slow, underpowered and old fashioned and 
Emile Roger was advertising his own design of four wheeled cars 
for two to ten passengers. In 1897 Mors introduced the worlds first 
V4 engine with electric ignition and it was an immediate success. 

The two Benz cars arrived in Wellington on 19 February 1898 
and incurred £75 import duty on an approximate cost of £130 
and £160 respectively, plus shipping. Edward Seager a syndicate 
member and an ironfounder by trade had the mechanical aptitude 
to assemble and teach himself to drive the two cars, the smaller 
one first in a shed next door to the foundry. The newspaper 
reported on 14 March that Seager gave the flywheel a turn to 

start the engine, climbed on board, worked the lever that slipped 
the belt from loose to drive pully, grasped the tiller, and released 
the wheel brake with a lurch. The car travelled 8 to 10mph. 
McLean christened the smaller car “Petrolette” and the larger 
car “Lightening” which was said to have a breakneck top speed 
of 30mph. McLean, in an attempt to impress Wellington’s Mayor 
T W Hislop took him for a ride, but lost control of the car and 
ran into the picket fence surrounding the Basin Reserve, injuring 
Hislop’s nose. New Zealands first Motor Car accident. McLean’s 
application for a licence to operate and drive the two cars in 
Wellington was put on hold at a City Council meeting held on 5 
May 1898. Angry, McLean put a Private Members Bill before the 
House of Representatives, but it was not until 28 October 1898 
that the “McLean Motor Car Act” became Law. The Act required 
drivers to be licensed; cars to carry lights after dark; a warning bell 
or other instrument to be fitted; a maximum speed of 12mph and 
8mph in town; minimum tyre width 2.5inches; maximum width of 
car 6.5 feet. A car required a brake for every two wheels and the 
brakes to be under the control of a competent person; car must 
be guided by driver sitting thereon; registration details had to be 
painted on the right side of the car; name of car driver and owner 
to be provided if requested by the Police.

In September 1902 the Mclean Act was replaced by the “Motor 
Cars Regulations Act”, upon which Sir Joseph Ward commented:- 
“the motor car has come to stay”. In 1903 two women and six men 
gained the AAA’s Certificate of Competency to drive a car in 
Wellington. One hundred fifty-three cars and motor cycles had 
been imported into New Zealand by 1903, and in 1906 of the 20 
private cars in Wellington two were registered to female owners. 
Later William McLean bought New Zealand Agency rights for 
vehicles from “The Paris House of Automobiles”

 
BW

New Zealand’s 

First Two 
Motor Cars
Imported into Wellington in February 1898

By John Osborne

Wellington Entrepreneur William McLean (born 1845 

in Grantown, Inverness-shire, Scotland, emigrated to 

New Zealand in 1863), returned to Britain to attend Queen 

Victoria’s Jubilee celebrations in June 1897, then carried 

on to France where he visited the car manufacturers. 

Acting on behalf of the proposed New Zealand Motor 

Car Syndicate, McLean purchased two Benz type cars 

from a Paris showroom and in October 1897 he oversaw 

their disassembly, crating and shipping them aboard the 

Rotomahana to New Zealand. 
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEEDANANAN

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...
We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING 
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

Queenstown

Franz Josef Christchurch

Nelson

Taupo
Rotorua

Napier

Gisborne

Blenheim

Whangarei

Hamilton

Auckland

Hokitika

Te Anau

Hanmer Springs

Ashburton

Dunedin

Fox Glacier

Invercargill

Kaikoura
Westport

Greymouth

Oamaru
Wanaka

Wellington

New Plymouth

Mosgiel

Palmerston North

ACCOMMODATION
N A T I O N W I D E

Everywhere you go, 
we’ll be there for you

* Present your Vintage Car Club card   
 and receive 10% off your accommodation.

Don’t hesitate, book now www.staybellavista.co.nz

Free parking and free internet in every Bella Vista.

28 
convenient
locations

10%
OFF

*
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Quite without warning the average American car buyer 
decided he’d had enough of an over supply of over-
decorated, over-weight and gadget laden cars. 

There was proof. Sales of those quirky imports had gone over 
the roof, and even GM were importing 1000 Vauxhall Veloxes 
and Opels every month, and Volkswagen owners were starting up 
their own American Magazine called Foreign Motor.

When the bean counters finished tallying up production 
figures for the 1957 year they found the imports had outsold the 
combined outputs of American Motors and Studebaker Packard! 

While that sounded fairly alarming both those firms were 
struggling to make ends meet and only managed to turn out about 
200,000 cars for the ’57 year. For an industry that hadn’t known 
any kind of threat from overseas car makers since Rolls-Royce 
closed up their Springfield plant in 1931, it was an emotional 
moment. 

For the first six months of 1958 sales were already down by a 
cool 800,000 on the same period for 1957. 

Suddenly GM, Ford and Chrysler were staring down the barrel 
of a yearly sales total of around 4,500,000 instead of the antici-
pated 6,000,000. What was worse was the backlog of 850,000 
unsold cars sitting in various dealers’ yards around the country.

Facing huge losses, GM and Ford laid off over 250,000 workers 
for a period of two to three weeks while they changed over to 
their 1959 models, and put even more staff onto working alternate 
weeks.

The industry promoted a sales campaign which had one of the 
worst by-lines ever. “You Auto Buy Now,” the TV advertisements 
and radios blasted at the beleaguered consumers.

By the end of June that campaign had reduced the industry 
stockpile by just 180,000  cars – still 670,000 to go.

That poor old aristocrat Packard bowed out in mid July 1958 
after a handful of sales, but purists will agree they weren’t really 
Packards anymore so the funeral procession wasn’t a long one. 
They were a victim of buying out Studebaker in the hope of 
getting a wider dealership and cracking the mass market. It’s 
claimed that James Nance didn’t realise just how sick Studebaker 
was, how expensive their South Bend plant was to operate or that 
the break-even point was 250,000 cars.

At Ford, Henry the Second’s exclusive $10,000 Continental 
Mk II had been dropped as a separate make after selling just 
1769 cars in 1956 and ‘57, and the name attached to a flossied up 
Lincoln once more. Ford lost around $1,000 on each Continental 
sold, but they were stunning looking cars.

Hudson – yet another distinguished make, proved that racing 
doesn’t really help the breed, much less sales when your back’s 
against the wall, so their rapid Hornet didn’t even appear for 1958.

Neither did any American Nashs make the grade – their sole 
representative in the market after 1957 being the cute Austin A50 
based, English built Metropolitan. 

GM’s Edsel equivalent, the ostentatious and over tinselled ‘58 
Buick’s sales were over 100,000 cars down on the 404,040 sold in 
1957. The story was much the same for Pontiac, although surpris-
ingly Oldsmobile sales held up well, as did Chevrolet’s.

Chrysler, De Soto and Plymouth were almost 50% down on ’57, 
a bigger hit than the depression and the ill fated Airflow caused.

So it wasn’t just the Edsel bombing out, in spite of all of 
Ford’s massive computerised analysis of what designs and features 
American car buyers wanted, but it was the worst casualty of the 
downturn, selling just 54,607 out of a sales target of 100,000. From 
then on it never achieved 30,000 sales in spite of 351ci and 410ci 
V8s being offered, and was gone by 1960. 

The End of the Chromium Weather
or solving the mystery of the disppearance of the Edsel

Mid 1958 and America’s car market was 

in the doldrums. It was a time for the 

changing of the guard. 

Words Graeme Rice, photos Kevin Stevenson
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Still, contemporary road tests don’t have a lot of kind words 
for the Edsel, but was it any better or any worse than the other 
mid-range cars? Accounts show it suffered reliability problems, the 
styling was neither advanced, nor acceptable to a lot of potential 
purchasers. Mostly it was the hype that preceded the Edsel that 
caused its downfall. It was just more of the same, whereas the 
expectation had been it would be truly revolutionary. 

What survived? Only AMC’s plain Jane Rambler. For once, 
resurrecting a name (even if it was after 37 years) worked, with 
sales to June 30 up 74% on the same period in 1957. 

Rambler were cashing in on the trendy spartan well propor-
tioned, slightly European look, and enabling AMC to almost  
wipe out the company’s 1956 debt of £20,000,000, and finishing 
the year with a profit of about £13,000,000.

Seeing what was happening to Rambler, Studebaker announced 
a new “Compact” car. Not sure how much was new given the Lark 
was pretty much a cut and shut chop on the austere 6 cylinder 
Scotsman. And honestly, the old 1852 wagon company must have 
been desperate for R&D funds at this stage.

Indeed the advance publicity quoted the company spokesman 
saying the car would retain the Scotsman look, but have a shorter 
bonnet and boot, do over 30mpg, and sell for £643. The Lark 
would save Studebaker’s skin for another couple of seasons at least.

Meanwhile over at GM, Ed Cole and his team had worked on 
what would become one of the most controversial cars ever, the 
Corvair. Ford were going back to basics to combat the Rambler 
and erode the Holden’s market share in Australia with the Falcon, 
and Chrysler were heading down a more adventurous path with 
their adventurously styled and more powerful Valiant.

It was a whole new era.
 

BW

Left: This Canterbury owned Edsel is a beautiful exzample of the car that 
was packed full of features American car buyers wanted but just wouldn’t (or 
couldn’t) stump up for.
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Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southwardcarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre



While reading through a past issue of Beaded Wheels 
we read of a National Veteran Tour based in Ipswich, 
Queensland coming up. A decision was made to make 

contact with the organisers and in the mail arrived a series of 
bulletins telling us about the finer details of the Tour.

The entry form was included so after filling it out and posting 
off we duly received our receipt and to find we were entrant 
number 100 of 140 entries.

With the help of a contact in Ipswich, accomodation was 
arranged very close to the Ipswich Show Grounds where headquar-
ters was based and also arranged for a shuttle to pick us up from 
Brisbane Airport.

On arrival at the airport we were met by the driver and soon we 
were on our way (56km). A very chatty driver who went out of his 
way to help and on arrival at Ipswich he took us for a tour of the 
town and showed us where the huge flooding had been in 2011.

Wed 12 September – off to headquarters and picking up our 
rally pack we were greeted with the news that we would be driving 
a 1910 model T tourer, a very generous offer. That evening we 
were all picked up from Headquarters by buses from the local 
Omnibus Society and taken to the Civic Reception at the Ipswich 
Art Gallery for the formal opening ceremony. There were around 
300 attending and this was officially opened by the Governor of 
Queensland Ms Penelope Wensley AC who is also Patron of the 
Veteran Car Club of Queensland. During the speech the Governor 
made mention of “a welcome to our New Zealand entrants”.

Thurs – this was our first tour day and we were off to Rosewood 
and Grandchester, approximately 80km. In the afternoon we 
returned to the showgrounds.

In the evening starting at around 6pm we assembled at Timothy 
Molony Park and prepared for the Gaslight Parade through the 
middle of the town of Ipswich. Carbide had been bought specially 
from Germany for the many cars with carbide lights. Seeing 140 
cars make two circuits of the town was a sight too hard to explain. 
A huge crowd had gathered to view. We angle parked in the middle 
of the town for around two hours. Driving home was not easy at 
9pm.

Friday – had a short drive to Amberley RAAF Base for a view 
of the site including their Air Force Museum. This base is high 
security and as we were not Australian citizens we kiwis were all 
subjected to a security check. That afternoon we left and drove to 
Queensland Raceway Dragstrip. We were asked if we would like to 
drive down the dragstrip in pairs to be timed, however we didn’t 
but many did.

Saturday we drove to Haigslea Motorcycle Museum, approx 
50km. Another morning tea and then lunch a bit later. Field tests 
were held for those wishing to do so.

Sunday – public open day at the showgrounds and the display 
was inside the greyhound track which did attract a huge public 
attendance. Funds raised went to Heart Kids Queensland.

Monday – We drove to Kalbar for morning tea then to 
Moogerah Dam and onto Boonah for lunch. We angle parked in 

Australian National Veteran Tour  
Ipswich - 12 - 19 September
Words Chris and Anne Slater, Alister and Denise McKenzie, Photos Chris Slater
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the main street then home to the showgrounds, in all about 143kms. 
That evening we attended a show in the Incinerator Theatre taken 
there and back by the buses of the Omnibus Society. This theatre 
was once an incinerator for burning rubbish from Ipswich City and 
when this operation ceased the local theatre group opened this in 
1969 for small shows. A wonderful evening.

Tuesday – a short drive to Ipswich Railway Workshops to view 
the rail museum and display the cars. While the cars were there we 
were taken by coaches to Swanbank for a ride on a preserved train 
to the racecourse and return.

Wednesday – a short trip of 70km to ‘Woodlands of Marburg’, 
this is a two storied homestead with a cellar built in the 1880s and 
it was auctioned in 1905 due to the droughts in Queensland which 
caused a financial depression. In 1944 a missionary order from 
Holland purchased this as a resting place for missionarys evacuated 
from the horrors of New Guinea during WWII. In 1946 it became 
St Vincent’s Missionary Seminary. 1986 it was purchased by Ipswich 
Grammar School, then in 2002 purchased by the Cooper family.

With 25 entries, Model T Fords outnumbered all other makes.
Renault AX were next with eight entries. There was even a Grout 
steam car. The weather was good for the whole event with only 
minor breakdowns.

In the evening the Farewell Dinner was held at Ipswich Civic 
Centre with all 300 seated in tables of 10.

Our very grateful thanks to the Tour Organising Committee for 
keeping us up to date before and during the Tour. Our heartfelt 

thanks to John and Alison Day for the use of their 1910 Ford 
Model T. 

 
 

BW

Alister and Denise McKenzie are very active VCC (Canterbury 
Branch) members and regularly motor their own Model T on long 
tours around New Zealand.

1911 Cadillac.1909 Sizaire et Naudin.

1913 Rolls-Royce.
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Terry Roycroft had been trying to get 

me behind the wheel of his family 

Bugatti for some time. 

Not that I minded.

It was just that some very experienced 
drivers – to say nothing of historic aircraft 
pilots – were hanging around the hangar 
that sunny Sunday morning. Putting 
this on paper reminds me that quite a 
few VCC members know far more about 
Bugatti than I do. So this is for folk who 
have not had the experience, but dream of 
being shoulder-tapped, some day.

The Bug and I are old friends. We’ve 
travelled together. From time to time over 
almost sixty years I have sat ‘behind the 
wheel’ – but never to drive.

It was all a bit of a rush, but at least I 
know how to get in decently.

Terry got busy under the bonnet, went 
up front, stirred it all about, and the 
glorious sobbing howl of a Bugatti filled 
the ears. While doing this, he poured 
out chapter one of The Child’s Guide 
to Driving a Bug. Most sentences began 
‘Don’t worry about the …’ while he did 
odd things in the cockpit too rapidly for 
me to follow. 

I had enough of a problem with the 
pedals which seem to be covered with a 
single sheet of metal, finely sliced into 
three. Maybe the French have small feet? 
In micro-seconds Thomson decided that 
this would be a two pedal drive. Slowing 
down could be coped with by forward 
planning, the handbrake, plus some 
judicious de-clutching.

The right hand falls naturally on the 
gear lever, outside the body, just by the 
hand brake. There is a knob on top for 
reverse – as if I needed it – and you 
can look down at the gate and see what 
cog you have. The pattern is conven-
tional four-speed, but inside-out. Low is 
back towards the driver on the left, then 
forward to second, across the gate and aft 
for third, and straight forward into top.

Plenty of revs, clutch in quickly and 
away I went. Low gear is tall – Terry 
uses it for slowish corners in competi-
tion – so I stayed in low, winding my way 
round various buildings and away from the 
audience.

Riding instructions were to forget about 
double clutching and all that. Just push 
it through as fast as you can. His gears! 
History states that Louis Chiron felt physi-
cally sick if he grated a change, so I offered 
up a prayer to Louis. It worked just fine for 
the close-ratio box.

Safe in top, my eyes smiled through 
the aeroscreen, over the louvered blue 
bonnet to the little thermometer, and a 
long straight unrolling beyond, while my 
subconscious floated happily backwards 
into history.

Ettore Bugatti
Bugatti, an expatriate Italian artist/

engineer, settled in part of Germany that 
soon reverted to France, and defended 
French racing prestige all through the 
inter-war years. In 1924, the artist in 
Bugatti produced a team of classic straight-
eight cars for the European Grand Prix 
at Lyons – THE Grand Prix in those 
days. Unblown, they never stood a chance 
in the race owing to the new Dunlop 
wire-beaded tyres being run, so Bugatti 
grumped around until he worked out 
supercharging (and reverted to beaded-
edge Michelins). But only a few weeks 
after Lyons, the big Spanish race was run 
in foul conditions and a works Bugatti 
placed second. It not only looked good, 
but the handling was magnificent. Next 
year Bugatti entered the Targa Florio, 

BEHIND THE WHEEL

ROYCROFT BUGATTI

‘You take the Bug 
from here.’

Words and photos Scott Thomson

Portrait of the author as a young man. 1956.

‘Beside a cooled off Bug…” Water is not from the car.
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Italy’s great mountain race in Sicily, and 
won it and four more subsequent years in 
a row.

The ‘Grand Prix Bugatti’ was up and 
away, the chassis being produced in four 
and eight cylinder versions, at various 
capacities according to regulations. An 
estimated 350 examples kept European 
racing alive through the depression years. 
The top end of the motor was revised to 
twin ohc as the Type 51, and the Lyons 
chassis layout was still winning top grand 
prix races ten seasons later. Then, quite 
suddenly, the Germans arrived with loads 
of money, the British woke up in amateur 
light car racing with the ERAs, and it was 
all over for the Bugatti racing cars.

I have great respect for Bugatti. As far 
as I can work out, his was the only firm 
that went racing seriously between the 
wars and didn’t quit through financial 
trouble. And the cars look and feel so nice.

The Roycroft Bugatti
 Chassis 4540 is a very early Type 35 

A. The ‘A’ indicates a racing chassis with 
a three plain bearing crank motor as used 
in the touring Type 38. Imported new into 
the UK by aristocratic Baron d’Erlanger, 
the car’s history was obscure for many 
years. Terry Roycroft recently established 
that it survived a climb at Shelsley Walsh, 
driven by FB Taylor, and won numerous 

races on Southport beach in the early 
1930s as driven by Clement and Sydney 
Rhodes.

Bryce Clinkard brought 4540 to New 
Zealand in 1947, selling it to Ken Hemus, 
who ran it unsuccessfully in the first 
Ohakea race. Ron Roycroft was a spectator, 
having blown up his racing Austin. 
Ron decided he had to have it. Hemus 
wanted £550, and agreed to take a Hudson 
Terraplane that Ron had overhauled, plus 
£100 in cash. In this deal, Roycroft broke 
his inevitable rule of driving any runner 
before he paid. The only conclusion to 
be drawn is that he wanted it very much 
indeed. Rude people call the 35A type 
‘Tecla’, after a maker of artificial pearls, 
but though not the full grand prix job, it 
proved, in the words of the Bible, ‘ a pearl 
of great price’. It kept Ron Roycroft racing 
when faster and more expensive equipment 
let him down.

The detailed story is in ‘Up To Speed’: 
my book on the Roycroft years. Enough 
for now that the car’s finest achievement, 
as Bugatti, was to place second in the 
1952 NZ Beach Championship. Famously 
fitted with a racing Jaguar engine in 1953, 
the unlikely and fearsome combination 
achieved outstanding results. It won the 
NZ road and beach titles, and the North 
Island Hill Climb Championship. Further, 
in 1956 it was first New Zealand car in 

both the NZGP and the international 
Southland Centennial race. In 1957/8, the 
Jaguar engine went into a special, and 
eventually, in the early seventies, Ron and 
Terry put the Bugatti bits back, making 
the car fully original, as it now is. 

Well Used
So there I was, proudly in command of 

what, even sixty years ago, was a very well 
worn motor car.

The crankshaft broke on an early 
outing.

It is a two piece crank, and that ‘Tecla’ 
stuff wasn’t all bad news, as Ron had most 
of a Type 38 lying around at Glen Murray. 
A second overhaul revealed an ominous 
crack in another bit of shaft, between 
journal and throw. An estimate by Ron’s 
meticulous friend Ralph Watson really 
amounted to a new engine, but that was 
out of the question. Ralph called it one 
of the best value-for-owner jobs he ever 
did. It was found possible to drill and 
tap the journal longitudinally, and fit a 
5/16th inch set screw to help hold the 
crank together. Ralph’s ten day job, rushed 
through during a racing season, was still 
whirling round just in front of my feet, 
sixty years later.

Ralph recommended 3,000 rpm, with 
a maximum of 3,500 in competition. The 
rev counter did not seem to be on duty 

Famous Company. Tony Gaze (Ferrari), Arnold Stafford (Cooper) and Roycroft (Bugatti-Jaguar) with Frank Shuter and Ross Jensen among the international 
stars further back on the Dunedin grid, 1956. (Photo Willis Brown)
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that morning, so I just drove by feel. How 
fast? I have no idea! A safe speed, officer. 
Obviously, officer. Considering the value, 
officer. Ask a silly question…

Officer didn’t show. Terry puts the top 
speed at just over 100mph. Ron claimed 
155 during that wild Southland race, but 
that was with the Jaguar engine, and Ralph 
doubted the figure. 

I was more interested in the oil pressure. 
Being used to keeping my Riley below 
120 lbs while the oil warms, I was a bit 
daunted by a Bugatti gauge that went to 
a maximum of three. The French again 
– probably grams per square kilometer 
or something. Terry assured me it didn’t 
matter at all ‘as long as it is off the peg’. 
It was. Just. Apparently there are jets 
pointing at circular grooves machined in 
the crankshaft webs giving good centrif-
ugal lubrication.

Handling
Steering, of course, is pleasant and 

direct.

I was quite surprised that I had to lead it 
definitely into a corner. My feeling is that 
this is basically an under-steering car but 
that this characteristic balances out, again 
according to Terry, when you begin to push 
it through the bend.

Changes of engine, and the odd racing 
shunt, have left the front end rather 
non-standard. Ron didn’t like the tradi-
tional Bugatti positive camber, and Terry 
has memories of Ron and Ralph heating 
and bending the front axle. The net result 
is one degree positive camber on one side 
and one negative on the other. As set 
up, Terry finds a tendency to wander – 
‘tramline’ in my book – but I did not notice 
this on the smooth surfaces that day. 
Apparently a swap of front springs, right 
and left, improved the steering and he 
has recently re-set the axle to one degree 
positive both.

Travelling in the Bugatti gives that 
fresh air feel, but, especially as a passenger 
on the exhaust side, you get quite warm. 

There is a lot of heat soak, not only from 
the engine, but also from the gear box.

I was supposed to be leading our 
Vintage convoy to a lunch stop, so after a 
bit I pulled over so someone else could get 
a ride. 

‘We found Ron waiting for us beside 
a cooled off Bug’, Ralph Watson once 
recalled. I waited, and waited and eventu-
ally Terry and passenger arrived in my 
Riley. So we waited some more and eventu-
ally just pushed on.

I did suggest to the young waitresses 
at our chosen vineyard that the gleaming 
blue Bugatti would be great publicity if it 
posed discreetly near the tables. Like good 
girls, they were firm that the place for cars 
is in the car park.

Oh well…

 
BW

Bugatti T35A engine.The big gearbox does not leave a lot of foot room.Owner Terry Roycroft.

Art in metal, history on wheels.
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1967 Daimler 250 V8 NZD $25,000
Only travelled 166 miles since overhaul, all mechanical work on 
this car was carried out at Jaguar / Daimler specialists and only 
professional tradesman were contracted to carry out other work 
on this car. History and Receipts available.

1972 Rover 3500  P6B V8 NZD $13,500
Car is in mint condition throughout.  Very straight body, very 
good paintwork, no rust whatsoever. Mechanically perfect. 
Very good motor. Good shocks. Good battery. Good brakes. 
Good Tyres. 

1967 Jaguar 420G (Mk 10)  NZD $25,000
Car is in mint condition throughout. It has had a complete 
engine overhaul back in 1980 at 105,000 miles with new radiator 
and stainless steel exhaust system fitted. Owned by its last 
owner for 31yrs. 

1952 Plymouth Cranbrook NZD $35,000
This car has no rust whatsoever and Body is perfect. Paint is 
perfect. Chrome is perfect. The interior is faultless and doesn’t 
have the slightest imperfection. The mechanics are perfect, it 
doesn’t use oil, water or drip any fluids. It also sounds fabulous 
and drives incredibly well.  

for more photos and description please visit our website
www.waimakclassiccars.co.nz

1973 Austin 1300 MkIII  NZ$ 10,800     
NZ NEW - Not much can be said about this car save that its 
factory original with 14635 kilometers from new. Immaculate 
throughout.  Five owners from new, this low mileage classic car 
is being presented as if its hardly been used. It’s hard to fault 
and drives incredibly well.

1927 Talbot  NZ$ 55,000      
Nz new - this is a very special car – one of about six with genuine 
darracq bodies still in existence today ( a few unrestored). It was 
built in 16.07.1927 – Chassis number 22718 / engine number 
ad1708. Worth mentioning is that this car has always been 
registered and wof for road use, since new. Great investment.

1967 Ford Mustang Notchback NZ$38,500
A most beautiful example. Extremely tidy & very presentable. 
Body in excellent condition and paintwork is almost like new. 
No rust. Interior very original in very good condition. Very good 
motor. Drives & performs beautifully. It also sounds fabulous 
and goes incredibly well. This car can be described as in 
stunning condition having been very well cared for all its life. 
All the rubbers, trims, external trim are in very good order. The 
mechanics are perfect, it doesn’t use oil or water. Tyres like new.

1972 Alfa Romeo Berlina  NZ$ 22,500
NZ new - 1,779 cc twin-carb engine and hydraulic clutch. 
The 1.8 L engine produce 118 PS (87 kW; 116 hp) with two twin 
side draught carburettors and five speed gearbox.  This car is 
mostly original. Body is very good – no rust. Paint is very good. 
Very clean engine bay. Stunning motor with a beautiful note to it. 
This car is a great performer and awesome to drive.

1967 Morris Mini 850 Mk I  NZ$ 16,000    
NZ NEW - This car is in stunning condition having been very 
well cared for all its life. It would be hard to see or find another 
example like it. It has done 37918 miles from new and has 
had four long term owners. Paintwork is mnt. All the rubbers, 
trims, external trim are new or like new. The interior is entirely 
original and in very good condition throughout. Carpet original.
The mechanics are perfect, it doesn’t use oil, water or drip any 
fluids. The tyres and battery are still as new.

1987 Maserati Bi Turbo  NZ$25,000 
Nz new - stunning motor. Very good paint & very straight body. 
Immaculate interior. Best described as an exceptional example. 
Immense power and the most beautiful sound – these are 
cars designed with absolute passion. They are comfortable to 
drive and the most beautiful thing about them is that they are 
very understated. A must have to every true to the heart car 
enthusiast.

1965 Rover P5 MkII  NZ$ 18,500
NZ New - this car has been maintained regardless of cost. 
Paintwork is like new. All the rubbers, trims, external trim are in 
very good order. The interior is entirely original and in excellent 
condition throughout. The mechanics are perfect, traveled 
72,412 miles from new.  This classic car is being presented in 
immaculate order. Its hard to fault and drives incredibly well. 
Most definitely one of the finest P5’s in the country. 

1963 Jag Mk II – NZ$ 29,500
NZ new - absolutely stunning, not to be missed car and a good 
investment too. Mark ii’s are becoming very desirable especially 
in manual and in this colour scheme. Restored in Christchurch 
at 71,000 miles. Motor completely overhaul by reputable Jaguar 
garage. Car had a strip down paint job and looks brilliant still. 
Beautiful interior. Good leather, good wood and all instruments 
work as they should. Good rubber all round .Very good mechan-
ically, good electrics, full synchro gearbox. Good battery, good 
tyres. Manual with overdrive, this car drives really well and 
sounds like a Jaguar Mk II should. 
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Earl and June were in New Zealand 
attending the Pan Pacific Rally 
in Christchurch. We stopped one 

morning and offered them a ride on one 
of the rallies. This turned out to be a great 
idea as the four of us with like interests 
got on like a house on fire. We took them 
to see various sights of Christchurch on 
the way home from the run lunch stop, 
they then asked if they could come with 
us again as they had enjoyed the day’s 
outing. From this experience a wonderful 
friendship has formed with our family 
having travelled to Canada staying with 
the Tuckers and them returning to other 
Vero rallies and staying with us.

 Earl and June live in Surrey about one 
hour’s drive from down town Vancouver 
where they have a large section with an 
extra large garage out the back. This 
garage houses about 16 Vintage and 
classic cars of various makes and models 
from a 1915 Simplex Crane Model 5 the 
sixth oldest Simplex in existence; a 1925 
Pierce Arrow Series 80; a 1953 Cadillac 
Convertible and a 1966 red Ford Mustang 
Convertible. Old style petrol pumps and 
many more memorabilia items including 

upstairs a model electric train set together 
with a large collection of electric adver-
tising clocks, all going.

Earl purchased the Mustang in 1997 
to include in his museum and on our trip 
over to visit them in 2001 we noticed the 
car. Elsie said to me that is what she would 
like to own so we arranged a test drive 
and  set our hearts on getting that car one 
day. After many more trips and asking 
each time whether we could purchase the 
vehicle, Earl finally agreed on 7 September 
2007 whilst he and I were at a swap meet 
in Monroe just north of Seattle. Obviously 
a swap meet I will never forget. We quickly 
agreed a price and the deal was done.

 Once back in Surrey we set about 
making arrangements to get the car 
shipped home to New Zealand, not  an 
easy task. We were to find out there are 
many pitfalls for unsuspecting persons. For 
example you shouldn’t change ownership 
papers as that costs extra money and 
makes the job of exporting the vehicle 
more difficult. Also you need to have the 
car steam cleaned so as not to create a 
bio security risk in NZ. Next you have 
to get the car into America so as to get 

it shipped to NZ at a reasonable cost 
(shipping ex Vancouver was about double 
the price from California). Elsie and I 
then left the Tuckers and went on down 
to Tucson, Arizona to visit our daughter 
before coming home. To get the car across 
the border into America Earl put it in 
his car transporter and fronted up to the 
border post to be told it cannot go into 
USA as it is a Canadian car, however 
after much arguing and other problems 
the customs people were told the car had 
been manufactured in Dearborn, USA so 
there should be no problems. It is only 
an American car returning home! At 
last it was allowed into America to be 
picked up by a transporter and delivered 
to the shipping depot in California just 
before Christmas 2007. It was shipped out 
of California early January 2008. After 
being put into a container with two other 
vehicles it finally arrived in Wellington on 
12 February 2008. We went down to pick 
it up and after a jump start drove our 1966 
Mustang back to Waikanae with the hood 
down and big smiles on our faces.

 The next exercise was to get registra-
tion and a warrant of fitness. This is where 

A 1966 Mustang Journey 
Words and photos Bob & Elsie Ewing

This journey really started in 

1986 when Elsie and Bob Ewing 

met Earl and June Tucker from 

Vancouver, Canada …
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the trouble started. After booking it in for 
a WOF check at the Levin Testing Station 
and leaving it for a day I returned to find no 
WOF, brakes not good enough, (different 
make of linings on each side front brakes), 
all hydraulic hoses required replacement, 
a dash light bulb needed replacing, rust 
in rear panel and other items that needed 
attention. On getting the rust checked out 
the panel beater started to check every-
thing pushing a screwdriver into the panels 
and we found further rust in the door sills, 
a bad problem, so we decided to have the 
sills replaced along with all the other panel 
work required.

 The job to repair the sills started with 
the car being put on stands and the doors 
and front mudguards taken off, then the 
door openings were braced so the door 
sills could be removed without fear of the 
car going out of shape which would make 
refitting the doors difficult. Fortunately, 
you can purchase new door sills and front 
torsion boxes and this made the job a 
lot easier. Once fitted we had to line up 
the  guards and doors before the job of 
welding the units into place started. Once 
completed it all needed tidying up and 

painting, before we could start to put the 
car back together again.

This job took a long time as we had 
to make sure all joints had equal  gaps 
and the doors shut correctly  and the lock 
mechanisms worked properly. Whilst the 
panel work was being done I replaced all 
the wheel bearings, drive shaft universals 
and overhauled the brake system, hydraulic 
hoses and shoes.

With the doors and guards back on we 
could move the vehicle back to  Wellington 
and start the process of painting, a job our 
son Rob had  offered help with. Another 
long job both in preparing and finishing. 
Once again everything off including 
guards, doors, bonnet, boot lid, all chrome 
fittings and trim pieces so a thorough paint 
job could be done.

 We had become very adept at getting 
the car on and off the car transporter and 
at taking parts on and off the vehicle. Rob 
got involved in the painting and took the 
movable parts into his work and painted 
them, baking them in the oven before 
bringing them home to store. At this time 
Elsie and I took off to the UK and Egypt 
for a cruise on the Nile then Turkey; all 

interesting places to visit. Rob had assured 
us our help was not required, he had it 
under control and it would take about 
three months and be ready for our return. 
We arrived back mid November to find 
most of the painting done but still a lot of 
work to put everything back together 
again, this time much more carefully so as 
not to mark the nice new paint. At last in 
December everything was set to get the 
vehicle checked for a WOF and registra-
tion. It passed with flying colours so we 
could now use it as we intended  back in 
February 2008. We took the car on some 
local VCC Wellington Branch Wednesday 
runs, up to New Plymouth for Americarna, 
and on Roger’s tour through the Forgotten 
Highway and onto the VCC Easter Rally 
in Hastings where the car won the 
Entrants’ Choice Todd Park Trophy. A 
fitting finish to a long saga in getting a 
1966 convertible Mustang into the country 
and registered ELSIE 1 for driving on our 
roads. We look forward to using the car on 
many future rallies and as a fun car around 
our area. 

 
BW

Mustang at Wharf being started.Mustang 1966.
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Thirteen years ago Merv Ludlow and 
his wife were on the Wellington 
Branch junk run then organised by 

the late Tom Janes. Merv had restored a 
Veteran Dodge now in the hands of Roger 
Dixon from Invercargill and happened to 
mention that his next project would be a 
“brass car.” His comment was overheard 
by the late Roy Elwin who invited him 
to come over and look at ‘bits’ he had in 
his shed that fortuitously just happened to 
be near by. What he found was a diff and 
gear box with the top missing and there 
were no hubs consequently nobody was 
able to identify the ‘bones’. No deal was 
done but after some pressure from his wife 
Merv returned a few days later with his 
trailer and became the new owner. Several 
Veteran experts from the Wellington and 
Horowhenua area were consulted but none 
was able to put a name to it so it was 
off to the Swap Meet in Christchurch 
where the mystery was solved. However 
the person with the information had 
parts for a similar vehicle and was keen 
to add Merv’s bits to his collection before 
revealing they were bits of a 1912 Regal. 
The wrangle continued for a few days, the 
upshot being that Merv’s persuasion skills 
won and he headed home to Otaki with 
not only a load of parts for a 1912 but a 
30 hp one as well. Not wanting those, he 
disposed of them to an expat Kiwi who 
intends returning from overseas to live in 
Canterbury when he retires. 

Back to the 1912. There were still a few 
parts needed so the hunt continued and 
led to a reclusive gentleman who lived 
in the middle of the Nevada Desert in 
USA. Unfortunately during negotiations 
the USA contact passed away leaving no 
descendants or will. After probate the 
parts were put in a heap and photographed 
and from this Merv was able to pains-
takingly piece together the bits he was 
looking for. He was the successful bidder 
out of three at auction and then faced 
with the task of having to ship 910kg of 
rusty metal to New Zealand. Among them 
a full set of body plans. In between times 
a front axle was found and the late Bob 
Oakley provided a pattern for the springs 
that had to be manufactured. A motor 
was located at Bill Piddingtons in Timaru 

that had originally come from Rangiora. 
A misadventure to the petrol tank during 
dent removal meant a new one had to be 
made but progress went on. Today the 
car is complete and running with Merv 
having done the full restoration including 
the diamond pleated upholstery and 
painting. The hood is an original one that 
was among the parts from USA. Sadly 
both Merv and his wife have suffered from 
deteriorating health in latter years and are 
unable to use the car after all the hard 
work but in Merv’s own words “I learned a 
hell of a lot.”

Irvine Black from South Canterbury 
is continuing to gather parts for the 1913 
sleeve-valve Stoneleigh car he intends 
rebuilding. The first Stoneleighs were 
almost identical to the sleeve-valve BSA 
as made by Daimler before WWI. Since 
receiving a load of parts from the North 
Island Irvine has been able to piece 
together something that will resemble the 
completed car to get an idea what it will 

look like eventually. The chassis he has 
used is BSA of the same era but has not 
been completed and needs a front cross 
member. The radiator is one he found in 
Mayfield, Mid Canterbury and is the best 
of the three that he has. The body will 
be torpedo shaped as made by Siddeley 
Deasy. Research has turned up another 
radiator in Australia. Although several 
Stoneleighs were sold originally to New 
Zealand and Australia so far there are 
no known parts or cars other than what 
Irvine has gathered and he has parts of 
four cars in his collection. A three seater 
model was sold by the NZ Farmer’s Co-op 
in Christchurch, a tourer to the West 
Coast and others in the North Island. Any 
further information would be gratefully 
received.

I’ve come across an old Canterbury 
Branch newsletter dated 30 April 1965 
with a few comments about mishaps of 
Veteran vehicles on the Haast Rally. The 
folk mentioned are no longer with us 
but the vehicles are still putting along. 
I quote: “Allan Storer’s misfortunes on 
the Haast run would have made many a 
lesser man quit. First the tyres packed up, 
then when limping along on the canvas 
the pinion bearing went. This meant 
an all night trip back to Christchurch 
from Pukaki and back for another diff 
which didn’t fit so the pinion bearing 
cup had to be ground down on a bench 
grinder to fit. As if this wasn’t enough 

Diane Ross
38 Keenans Road
RD 2, Ashburton
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

1907 Sizaire Naudin owned by the late Bob Turnbull.

1913 Stoneleigh, owner I Black.

34 Beaded Wheels



the oil dipper on one big end fell off and 
the bearing ran causing the motor to 
be pulled down for repair. However after 
several other minor mishaps the Cadillac 
completed the entire journey.” This 1912 
Cadillac is now owned by John Hastilow 
of Christchurch. Bob Turnbull also struck 
a lot of trouble with the 1907 Sizaire 
Naudin. Firstly the car wasn’t ready for 
the start and left a day late. He got to 
Irishman Creek the first day, and after a 
lot of adjustments were made that night 
he carried on to Wanaka the next day. 
The worst mishap was when the pinion 
bearing seized solid at Te Anau. Alex 
Taylor had the crankpin rivets break on 
his 1916 Triumph at Oamaru. He stripped 
the motor completely, had new rivets 
made up, fitted it all together and was on 
the road again without losing a day. 

Did you know that as late as 1913 a 
magistrate presiding over a motor accident 
case predicted “The day is not far distant 
and may it come soon when people will 
go back to the older and safer means 
of locomotion, the horse-drawn vehicle.” 
How little he knew.

In 1910 a newspaper stated that when 
the motor car has taken possession there 
will be no more nervous men for the 
simple reason that they will die or go 
stark mad. A mental specialist of the 
day observed that it was impossible for 
the brain to keep pace with a motor car 
travelling at 80mph. 

An early motorist from Auckland, 
Mr P R Skeates, recalled his motoring 
honeymoon on his 51st wedding anniver-
sary with the comment that a trip to 
Rotorua in 1905 was harder than making 
plans to get to England. Standard 
equipment for any motorist worth 
his goggles was a spade, an axe, a wire 
strainer, block and tackle and chains. 

Veteran members throughout the 
country have been shocked by the 
sudden death of Ian Mitchell in August. 
Ian was a friend to everyone and always 
handy with a helping hand. He and 
Elizabeth had recently retired and moved 
from Christchurch to Nelson. Their 
beautiful 1911 Mitchell car is on display 
for everyone to enjoy at the World of 
Wearable Arts Car Museum.

BW
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why this successful design was known as 
‘Garden Gate’ but clearly it worked for the 
company and was used through until the 
1950s.

Norton’s next period of change kicked 
off in 1947 when Bert Hopwood joined 
the company and took on the job of 
designing a new post war engine; a parallel 
twin of 497cc which powered the new 
Model 7 announced in November 1948 
and which laid the foundation for what 
was to become the Dominator series of 
Norton motorcycles. There was much to 

like about the new 500 twin and it was 
widely praised by an enthusiastic press. 
Apart from a new engine there was a 
redesigned gear box and the new, much 
praised, telescopic ‘Roadholder’ forks. The 
frame though was getting to the end of its 
life and the plunger rear suspension would 
soon be out-dated; the swing arm rear end 
appeared in 1953.

The new frame had its foundations 
in competition and was sparked by one 
Rex McCandles, an Irish racer with a 
serious interest in frame design and rear 
suspension. While his interest and ideas 
went back to pre-war years, it wasn’t until 
post war that those ideas began to create 
interest, particularly with his use of the 
swing arm and telescopic rear suspen-
sion units. At the same time McCandles 

worked away quietly on frame design and 
in 1949 he approached Norton, who had 
had a string of poor competition results, 
and told them they needed a new frame 
to replace the aged ‘Garden Gate’. A 
prototype was delivered to Norton in 
early 1950 and a secret testing programme 
began at the Isle of Man, Montlhéry and 
Silverstone. It was at Silverstone that 
works rider Harold Daniell made the 
comment that ‘he felt like he was riding a 
featherbed’. And so the featherbed frame 
was born and named. The first competi-
tion outing was in April 1950 when riding 
the hitherto secret machine Geoff Duke 
ran away with the 500cc race in front of a 
40,00 strong crowd.

Clearly there was no turning back; 
Norton had the engines and now a 
winning frame complete with adjustable 
oil damped rear suspension. The first 
production models to be equipped were 
the legendary single cylinder competition 
Manx’s but it was not long before public 
demand for touring models to be built with 
the featherbed meant that Norton needed 
to accommodate the demand.

At this point this story starts to get 
personal because yours truly has always 
fancied a featherbed Norton. With the 
new frame now set to grace the produc-
tion touring machines a whole new era 
of Norton motorcycles was introduced 
and it was to last until late 1969 when 
the Dominator series finally came to an 
end and the Commando inherited the 
Norton stage. The new line started with 
the Model 88, a development of the Model 
7. Featuring the new frame; from there 
evolved the 600cc Model 99 and eventu-
ally the marvellous and enduring 650 SS, 
plus the less successful but grunty, and 
somewhat vibratory, 750 Atlas.

Pleasure on a Featherbed.

Do not be deceived, or indeed, overly 
excited by the title of this issue’s submis-
sion. It is exactly what it says it is.

Last issue, 318, Alan Rogers waxed 
lyrical about Nortons, and in particular 
his 650 SS, and considering that I was 
contemplating a Norton based column it 
seemed to me that this was the time to do 
my Norton thing, and so you get a further 
‘in praise of Norton’ contemplation.

I have no idea how many different 
British motor cycle marques were built 
and marketed nor how many different 
manufacturer and model names were 
attached to this plethora of product. Of 
course most fell by the wayside early on but 
there emerged through the twenties and 
thirties, and then again in the immediate 
post war period a list of stayers; models 
and manufacturers which had survived 
every threat and challenge and through 
all manner of marketing knowhow, 
competition success, amalgamation and 
product quality continued to put motor-
cycle to market and their names lived 
on. BSA, AJS, Matchless, Royal Enfield, 
Triumph, Velocette, Norton and Ariel for 
example. Within that small group each 
can claim a pedigree of some sort built 
upon competition wins and in some cases, 
a history of war time service that proved 
reliability and cemented product loyalty. 
But few can claim a continued history 
under the name of the company founder, 
a history that began with the first recog-
nisable machine in 1902 and a history 
that includes the marque’s first competi-
tion win in 1907. The make is of course 
Norton, deriving from founder James 
Landsdowne Norton who established the 
Norton Manufacturing Company making 
bicycle parts in 1898. The company 
remained small but survived with a 
limited range of models and a reputa-
tion for mechanical innovation which 
brought international recognition in the 
1930s when Norton’s innovative overhead 
cam engines gave them a run of Grand 
Prix and TT successes. These were added 
to in the second half of that decade by 
the introduction of the newly developed 
plunger frames; the era of the so called 
‘Garden Gate’ frame. I am not at all sure 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels 
and other things

1969 650 Norton Mercury.

Harold Daniell made the comment 
that ‘he felt like he was riding a 

featherbed’.
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and chain case, no rev counter, single 
carburettor and a redesigned ‘humped’ 
seat. But the separation didn’t last. Mick 
Walker in his excellent 2006 book about 
the Dominator series notes that in 1968 
the 650SS was dropped from the range 
and the Mercury became the sole 650 
product. And so I was looking on Trade 
Me at a 1969 Mercury, matching numbers 
and only two owners; this had to be worth 
watching. The real appeal was that this 
was in almost every way a 650 SS, but I 
figured the Mercury tag would moderate 
its price. And so it did, although by what 
margin I can only guess. 

I had decided that I would have a go 
at this machine as good 650 Featherbeds 
don’t turn up very often in New Zealand. 
But that decision came with another; I 
would have to sacrifice one of my existing 
fleet to keep some sort of financial balance. 
With considerable reluctance I settled 
on my 1966 Matchless 650 G12 CSR as 
the sacrifice. It was a genuine unmolested 
matching numbers machine, more or less 
as it left the factory and only 15,000 miles 
on the clock. Despite its qualities though 
it was my least favoured ride and I figured 
replacing one 650 with another was logical. 
Thus the faithful Matchless was listed 
on Trade Me; a listing that immediately 

attracted the viewers and because it had a 
very clearly documented history and I was 
able to put up some pretty good photos the 
bids were rolling long before the close date. 
Now I was in the position of the likely sale 
of the Matchless and the possibility that I 
would not be able to match the bids for the 
Norton. It was a risk I had to take. ‘D’ hour 
for the Norton sale came around and I sat 
nervously in front of my computer. I had 
set my limit at $14,000 and watched now 
as the numbers climbed, but things slowed 
up at around 11,000 so I stuck my toe in 
the water and applied a little competitive 
heat. The $ moved up quickly to 13,000 
and suddenly there were only two of us 
fighting it out so I whipped in a couple 
of quick add on bids to show I meant 
business. That worked; at a few hundred 
short of my limit the opposition threw in 
the towel and suddenly I had purchased a 

machine long dreamed of and long desired. 
That was a huge thrill. But, of course, 
the game wasn’t quite over because the 
Matchless auction had another couple of 
days to run and I was anxiously wondering 
how much my new purchase was going 
to need beyond the likely sale price. My 
reserve had been met well before the last 
hours of the auction so a sale had been 
made but the question was how far would 
the bidding go?

I was dumbfounded, I simply did not 
realise that this genuine and original CSR 
would sell for what it did. I watched the 
price go up with mouth hanging open 
and eyes on stalks. The old machine did 
me proud and left me with under $200 
to make up; looked at another way the 
Norton cost me less than a decent pair 
of shoes and the Matchless sold at more 
than twice my original purchase price. I 
learned subsequently that the failed bidder 
for the Norton was in West Australia so 
I am glad that this machine will stay in  
New Zealand, as does the Matchless which 
has gone to a private collection

With deals completed, monies paid and 
received I waited anxiously for the new 
arrival. I was not and am not in any way 
disappointed. The wait to own a 650 feath-
erbed Norton has been worth it. Back to 
my earlier comments concerning the ‘cut 
price’ specs of the Mercury. That might 
have been true to start with but this ‘close 
to the end of line’ machine I now own 
is a different beast. It was supplied in 
650SS livery(Silver/Grey tank which has 
been resprayed in cherry red on mine) 
with chromed guards and chain case plus 
tachometer and with the engine number 
stamped on the crankcase preceded by 
the letters SS. The only notable differ-
ence is that this is a single carb machine 
and not the pair that was standard for the 
SS. Adding to the quality of the package 
is a twin leading shoe front brake set up, 
conversion to a belt primary drive system 
and an external replaceable cartridge  oil 
filter has been added. There is absolutely 
no outward evidence of the primary drive 
modification, well indirectly there is as 
there are no chain case oil leaks any 
longer, and it is a brilliant technology 
update, and the oil filter is skilfully tucked 
away out of sight.

I know now what the featherbed hype 
is all about. It makes for a superb ride and 
mated to the lovely 650 motor it is a 
classic motorcycle that must rate among 
the very best of the era. Like Alan Rogers 
I am totally delighted to have achieved 
the dream of owning a 650 Featherbed 
Norton BW

I started my old motorcycle life way 
back in 1971, I was a student and bought 
a Matchless single because my brother had 
the AJS and it seemed to do the required 
job. But once the interest is aroused one 
tends to start looking at other models and 
wonder what they might be like. My intro-
duction to the Norton name came in 1972 
when a youthful neighbour in Wellington 
gained my interest because of the lovely 
noise his bike made. It was a Norton 
and, I think, an Atlas: But whatever 
the model I rather liked the look of the 
machine and that set me thinking about 
Nortons, which, in turn, meant slowly 
but surely acquiring some understanding 
of the model range. Sadly the young 
chap overdid things with his rather nice 
machine and the outcome was terminal 
for rider and Norton. Nevertheless, for 
reasons that are not easily defined, I 
had evolved into something of a Norton 
admirer. But it wasn’t until I returned to 
the ‘classic’ two wheeler fold in 2002 that 
Norton entered the equation again. Now 
I was in a different ball park. Owning an 
old bike had moved from being a necessity 
to a pleasure, a return to memories and 
a return to simple mechanical pleasures. 
Readers will recall that my pleasures 
started with the aforementioned AJS that 
my brother had kept for many years but 
now came to me, and from there I was 
able to supplement the fleet by purchasing 
a very original Matchless 650CSR and 
then the hard to come by Norton 750 
N15 CS. But despite the acquisition of 
some nice and appealing machines I kept 
thinking about featherbed Nortons, and 
that thinking was driven by the good 
looks of the ‘50s and ‘60s offerings and, 
significantly, the constantly positive and 
enthusiastic reviews in the classic bike 
magazines. The Norton 650 SS featherbed 
always received rave reviews and that 
became my aspirational classic motorbike. 
I wanted a 650 SS and I watched local 
and overseas advertisements to see what 
was on offer. Despite the desire the reality 
was that the prices being achieved by the 
650 SS, and the models 88 and 99, put a 
purchase beyond my reach and I consigned 
my desire to the ‘dream on’ category.

And so to year 2012. My fleet was 
happy in its shed but things were suddenly 
disrupted when up popped, on Trade Me, 
a Norton Mercury. The Mercury was the 
last offering of the Dominator/ featherbed 
range: It was in fact a 650 SS given a sort 
of ‘cut price’ makeover to try and keep 
name and model alive; to try to generate 
new sales, particularly in the USA. 
Initially the Mercury was offered with a 
different colour scheme; dark blue guards 

… a youthful neighbour in 
Wellington gained my interest 

because of the lovely noise his bike 
made…
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From when it landed in the South 
Island until recently, the car was the 
pride and joy of a Christchurch family 

and stayed in the family, even after it was 
no longer running and slowly rusting away. 

Now it has become a commitment and 
a dream for a Levin father and son to 
restore the car to its original condition 
from that heap of rusty rubble. This car was 
acquired by Bruce and Bernard Scott from 
a very good friend and business associate 
from Christchurch some years ago after 
his intention to restore it as a retirement 
project became unachievable. The Scott’s 
hope was that the car could be restored 
or at least rebuilt to a drivable state in 
the previous owner’s lifetime, so that he 
could have the pleasure of seeing the old 
car up and running once again. After 
much procrastination in getting underway 
with the project, Bruce and Bernard soon 
became aware that this was going to be a 
major job to build a complete car from the 
pile of rusty parts, rotting wood and torn 
fabric. And adding to the confusion, the 
rubble consisted of a mixture of several 
early Cadillac models of similar age. 
However they took the plunge and made 
a start. 

The help of John Callesen, a Vintage 
Cadillac enthusiast, was invaluable in 
sorting out the correct components for the 
original 1916 car and the good news was 
that there were enough bits on which to 
base a total restoration. With the parts of 
three different models in the pile it was 
initially a little confusing, especially when 
you have two sets of foot pedals of different 
lengths. 

The project is a joint effort requiring 
the skills of many people including wood 
working, engine rebuilding, upholstery and 
panel work. Needless to say, there are not 
too many workshop manuals around for a 
car built 96 years ago, however fortunately 
for the new owners, the Horowhenua has 
a host of people and automotive businesses 
skills that are invaluable to a project such 
as this.

The physically huge V8 from under the 
hood is nominally rated at 77 horsepower 
although the engine is around 5000cc 
with a single camshaft in the valley and 
pushrods going up to inverted valves in 
the top of the engine. It is technically a 
sidevalve engine, however the cast iron 
head and cylinder block are cast as one 
piece with the valves fitting into it from 

the top through large threaded ports with 
screw in caps to seal them when the engine 
is running. Valve springs and retainers 
are fitted, and each four cylinder block is 
bolted down on the crankcases, and the 
valve clearances are then set via removable 
panels in the inner side of the barrels. One 
thing this setup causes is a number of pipes 
having to fit in the valley as the intakes 
from the carburettor and eight exhausts all 
exit inside the valley made by the V8.

Another interesting feature hiding 
inside this engine is the split conrod set 
up. The crankshaft has one crank pin for 
every two conrods with the first rod a 
forked one with one half either side of the 
second conrod which actually bolts down 
on top of the bearing for the first conrod. 
If you image three fingers resting side by 
side on a steel pin, the two outer fingers are 
the split portion of the same conrod while 
the center finger is the bottom end of the 
second conrod running the piston on the 
other side of the V. A shell bearing sits 
between the crank pin and the fingers with 
the two outer fingers of the split conrod 
bolted directly to that bearing which locks 
solid to them and spins on the crank pin. 
The second conrod finger is effectively 

Bernard Scott of Levin in the driver’s 
seat with his father Bruce standing 

beside the 1916 Cadillac that they are 
currently restoring.

1916 Cadillac V8
Words Steve Green  photos www.sportsimages.co.nz

This car rolled out of the 

American Cadillac factory in 

1916 headed for New Zealand 

and as it was intended for 

us Colonials living out in the 

backwoods, British Colonies who 

drove on the wrong side of the 

road, the car was produced with 

a right hand steering wheel and 

a large V8 under the bonnet.
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The 1916 Cadillac’s multi plate clutch on the 
left and it’s massive gearbox on the right, soon 
to be restored and fitted to the back of the 
rebuilt Cadillac V8 engine.

Partially restored, the mighty Cadillac V8 
has a single camshaft up the valley and a 
row of valves along the inside of each of the 
one piece, sets of four barrels.

bolted loosely around the centre of this 
bearing and spins on the bearing even as 
the bearing spins on the crankshaft under-
neath it.

The three speed, plus reverse, gearbox 
will also get a freshen up before it joins 
with the dry, multiplate clutch on the back 
of the big V8.

Some parts like the 24", wooden spoked 
wheels with their 36" tyres came down the 
years OK, although the tyre’s tread depth 
will certainly not pass the next warrant of 
fitness. 

The original upholstery for the 
Convertible was totally falling apart so a 
new set of seat covers and the Convertible 
cover will have to be made using 
the tattered scraps of original fabric as  
patterns.

Overall the restoration is a joint effort 
by a small group of Vintage car enthusiasts, 
and the partially restored project was on 
display at the recent Vintage Car Club 
show to let people see just how much work 
is required to convert a rusty pile of 
Vintage parts into a fully functional 
vehicle.  BW

HORSELESSAUTO.COM

SPECIALISING IN FINE AUTOMOBILES

Vehicle Location Service
Pre Purchase Inspection
Consulting & Appraisals

Exporting Service
Hershey AACA Swap Meet Tour Oct 2012

Auction Service
Brokering

Parts location service
Shipping- Transportation service

Contact Robert Benge VCCNZ Member
Email horselessauto@gmail.com 

PH 001 646 266 2245 
New York USA

The Willys Overland Knight Registry 

is the world’s best source of literature on 

Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 

manufactured by the Willys organisation – 

Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 

to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871 Phone 06 377 3064 

Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND CHAPTER

LUCAS CLASSIC 

TYRES
2850 Temple Ave.,Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA
1-562-595-6721

www.lucasclassictires.com

BEST
PRICES!
200 Sizes
15 Brands
We Ship

Worldwide
FREE

CATALOG 

CAST IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds, 

Cooling Fins, Castings, 
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE
MOTORING 

ENGINEER ltd
No. 6 R.D.

Palmerston North
Phone 06 324-8707

Did you buy this 

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels?

Membership fees vary from branch to branch
www.vcc.org.nz  |  phone 03 366 4461  |  admin@vcc.org.nz

Join us today - we have over 3 branches 
and over 7,000 members throughout New 

Zealand

When you join the Vintage Car Club 
you will receive each issue of Beaded 
Wheels delivered to your letterbox as 

part of you membership?

Joining the Vintage Car Club costs little more than 
you have been paying for this magazine and yet 
you receive all the other benefits of belonging to 
our great club including free advertising in this 

magazine. 
The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) caters for all 

motor vehicles that are over 30 years old but it is 
not a requirement to own an eligible vehicle in 

order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership 
application forms and branch details. Contact your 
local branch for more information, addresses are 

listed inside the front cover of this issue.
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Alan Brehaut South Canterbury

In 1963, Geoff Hockley, doyen of 
Vintage motorcyclists, wrote in Beaded 
Wheels, “Congratulations to Alan Brehaut 
on his successful rally debut. His 1920 
Douglas was one of the most exquisitely 
prepared jobs we have ever seen and fully 
earned its Concours award.”

Praise indeed and an amazing effort 
considering the Douglas was first got going 
at 5.30 am on the morning of the Rally. 
Alan joined South Canterbury Branch in 
1962 and enthusiastically embarked on a 
process of acquiring and restoring Vintage 
motorcycles.

During 1963 alone, Alan rode a 1923 
BSA two stroke to a local event, his 
Douglas was placed second in Concours 
at the Oamaru Easter Rally, he started 
restoring a Henderson 4 “reverse gear and 
all” as Bulletin Editor Brian Goodman put 
it, and rode a 1915 Triumph on the first of 
many Mt Cook Rallies he attended.

Alan’s father Stan once rode a 
Henderson via Arthurs Pass to Picton and 
back so understandably the Henderson was 
a father and son project that debuted at 
the 1964 Canterbury Motorcycle Rally, 
Stan riding while Alan rode one of his 
1920 Douglas bikes (he has a 2¾hp and a 
4hp). The 1920 4hp was Alan’s mount for 
the 1965 “Haast” International.

Alan commonly joined with the late 
Russell Cross on expeditions to events 
far and wide and a 1965 Bulletin records 
Alan’s hilarious account of participating 
in the 1965 Canterbury Annual Rally for 
which they left Timaru at 4.30 am on BSA 
and Douglas but were still 2¾ hours late 
for the start!

Alan’s droll sense of humour was 
put to good use as Bulletin Editor in 
1968 following on from a year on the 

Committee. 
Other bikes ridden include 1911 

Humber, a borrowed Reading Standard 
at a North Island event, a Douglas 
Endeavour, Excelsior and sidecar, and the 
ABC flat twin taken to the International 
Rally in Australia in 1970. His collection 
started to focus on flat twin machines 
with a Fairy (forerunner of the Douglas), 
early automatic inlet valve Douglas, Ladies 
Douglas, Williamson (964cc Douglas 
engine), a fore and aft flat twin Harley 
Davidson, and rarest of all a Quirks Mona, 
an Austalian made flat twin imported in 
1970.

Alan greatly enjoyed both the motoring 
and the social side of events attended and 
at the funeral service for his old comrade 
in arms, Russell Cross, he spoke on behalf 
of the Club recalling how he and Russell 
in youthful enthusiasm tried to go across 
the top shelf of the bar at the Pukaki Inn, 
weekend headquarters for the Mt Cook 
Rally in the “Olden Days”.

Unfortunately a back injury some years 
ago has meant we have not seen Alan on 
an old bike for a considerable time. He has 
retained his collection and maintains a 
strong interest in history as a member of 
the South Canterbury Historical Society.

Alan is a well respected and valued 
member of South Canterbury Branch.

Rodney Don South Canterbury
A youthful Rodney Don joined the 

South Canterbury Branch in 1962, taking 
part in Branch events with other young 
fellows, Allan Holland and the Goodman 
brothers, Barry and Brian, before 
purchasing his own car, a 1928 Singer 
Junior sedan.

He set about tidying it up but this took 
a little while, it being scratched from the 

weekend Alexandra Run due to a lack of 
brakes although he enjoyed the trip with 
other members. Rodney motored the little 
Singer for a while but ultimately the diff 
packed up and he sold it.

Rodney remained active despite not 
having an eligible vehicle. He has been 
invaluable as a Marshall and route backup, 
assisting at the Swap Meet, and taking 
part in the rosters manning the Club bar 
and doing kitchen duty.

Rodney later inherited the Fiat 128 
bought new by his father and this has 
appeared at many Club runs since, particu-
larly the mid-week runs which Rodney and 
Pat enjoy, and which they have taken their 
turn at organising.

Once at a Rally after match function, 
Rodney and friends found the noise of the 
band just too much, so Rodney stood up 
to disconnect the speaker above them. A 
voice came over the speaker “get off that 
chair and leave the speaker alone” Rodney 
just carried  on, then walked out on to the 
dance floor saying “l wasn’t standing on a 
chair!” Nothing more was said!

At an early seventies Mt Cook Rally 
when Rodney was back up Marshall, a 
massive wind storm struck. Many compet-
itors were in trouble with most of the 
motorbike riders blown off the road. Wind 
gusts were so strong that the gravel was 
blown right off the road but not before 
flying stones broke the back window of 
Rodney’s Mk 3 Zephyr!

Rodney has been “a salt of the earth” 
member for 50 years.

50 YEAR AWARDS 

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue 
will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 or email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
John Cook and Bob & Elsie Ewing. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. 

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels 
cap!
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E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 Barbadoes St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone / Fax 03 366 9554

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels TRADE DIRECTORY

Paihia is the perfect base for exploring the far north
Marlin Court offers high-quality accommodation just 100m from Paihia’s 
main beach. FREE Wi-Fi, pool, BBQ area and plenty of off-street parking.

VCC members and owner/operators John and Maureen Davison

Seaview Rd, Paihia, Bay of Islands, New Zealand  Ph +64 9 402 7693 
marlincourtmotel@xtra.co.nz  Reservation Free Phone 0800 800 959

www.bayofislandsmotel.com

Marlin Court Motel
PAIHIA – BAY OF ISLANDS 10% discount for VCC Members until 20 December

 2012.

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

I’m looking for cars with overheating problems

Please call me anytime for a chat

Roy King 0800 46 33 46
liquidintelligence115.com.au roylking@xtra.co.nz

1ST STEP – A Clean System
Liquidintelligence 239 – Cooling system cleaner. 70 times 
the cleaning power of other flushes. 
Comes as a kit – enough for 30 Litres

$123.50 
incl GST 

incl Freight

2ND STEP – Any car that struggles to keep cool or 
blows coolant out needs this synthetic coolant.
Liquidintelligence 115 – Fully synthetic coolant, doubles the 
boiling temp, never stops transferring heat from the engine 
to the radiator, lasts forever – totally harmless to all 
metals, plastics etc.

$31.50 
per litre

incl GST 
+ Freight
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Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels TRADE DIRECTORY

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146 
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171 

First published in 1973. 
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified 
advertisers should refrain from the use 
of dashes, spaces, logos, blank lines and 
formatting. All classified rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than 
the standard 65 words, or who require 
typography or space, must apply display 
rates. The advertising department reserves 
the right to edit or return classifieds not 
meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising 
to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement. Members must be financial 
and identify their Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum 
of 65 words per advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo 
and an SAE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8141, to arrive not later than 
10th of month preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues
 (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for 
finished digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be 
arranged at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding 
publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a 
technical nature for inclusion in its editorial space. 
Beaded Wheels however regrets that it is not 
able to offer editorial space for advertisements nor 
for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received 
in writing prior to advertising deadline will be 
refunded in full. Where possible Beaded Wheels 
will refund 70% of the advertisement cost for any 
cancellations received after the booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank 
fee processing charge of 3%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading 
claims are made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted 
by Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 
(Inc.) for the failure of any product or service to give satisfaction. 
Inclusion of a product or  service should not be construed as 
endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements 
and the text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the 
editor who reserves the right to refuse any advertisements which 
are not compatible with the aims, objectives, and standards of 
Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be understood 
as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason of sex, marital 
status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all care 
in drafting advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as 
Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

Subscribe today to 
send six issues a 
year full of motoring 
features, historical 
articles and our popular 
marketplace to your family and 
friends.
A Beaded Wheels subscription makes 
an ideal gift to send anywhere in 
New Zealand or overseas. 
Phone 03 366 4461 or email us at 
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 

Give the gift 
that lasts a 
whole year

NEW ZEALAND’S FOREMOST HISTORICAL MOTORING MAGAZINE

Eyeball Cards™

email: sales@printlife.co.nz  
or 09-232 2922

For more information go to

www. printlife .co.nz

You’ve a period vehicle—  
so how about a period  
Introduction Card?

Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

                          41st DUNVEGAN MC RALLY RESULTS
Oldest machine 
Robert Hutton 1924 Harley Davidson
Age Milage
Robin Bennington 1941 Indian
Dunvegan Rock (P60)  
Allan & Josie Lavender 1979 Honda
Hard Luck
Mike Becker 1977 Triumph

Nut Stranglers (Fiddlers)
Peter Barnett 1960 BMW
Riders’ Choice 
Gary Hawke 1929 AJS
Mr Dunvegan 
Brian Walker 
Aotearoa Plate (overall winner) 
Robert Hutton 1924 Harley Davidson

rally snippets continued

Continued from page 19.
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Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

marketplace
FOR SALE

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or (Levin) 06 368 2202

DISTRIBUTOR & FUEL PUMP
PARTS AND SERVICE

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new,

NOS, remanufactured and used.
Vacuum advancers restored.

Electronic ignition kits to eliminate points. 
Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, Auckland, 2576.
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com
Phone Peter 09 267 4700 

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member
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1926 CHRYSLER 50 SEDAN   Four cylinder, four door, 
great wedding car. Older restoration, new tyres, 
huge amount of spares. 1951 Austin A40 Devon 
countryman, English assembled, low mileage. 1956 
Austin A40 wellside truck, needs restoration or for 
parts. Registrations on hold. Phone 06 357 4425.

1928 AUSTIN 7 CHUMMY.  Reg No. SN1399. 
Headlights positioned under windscreen. Vin 
numbered, new restoration. New paint in yellow 
and black. New upholstery, Hood, Tyres and fully 
reconditioned motor, makes this a pretty little car. 
On behalf of an estate. Offers. Phone 06 754 6216 
or 021 131 6699. 

1929 CHEVROLET AC INTERNATIONAL.  Fisher 
body. Easy restoration, all major work done. 100% 
complete car, only needs minor panel assembly, 
paint & upholstery. Many spares included. $10,000. 
Phone Russell 09 437 3704 for details and photos.

1936 FORD 10  C Model. Four door. One family owner 
from new. All original excellent motor. Exterior, 
original, black paint with red wire wheels. Interior, 
beige cloth trim. $3,500. Phone 06 368 3063.

1951 HILLMAN MINX.  Blue, white, older 
restoration. New and used parts $2,500 ono. 
1932-3 Continental Beacon parts offers. Collection 
of Rugby parts, sedan and tourer 1926-29. Durant 
A22 motor, head light radiator surround, 2 brass 
hubcaps, 1 wire wheel hub cap. Collection of 
Hillman Superminx parts, motors, gearboxes, 
doors, dash and some new hoses, bearings. Phone 
Dave Manson 03 443 7906.  MEM

1954 RENAULT FREGATE  Complete car rusty 
body. Also parts for 1954 Fregate motor, gearbox, 
diff, carburettor, spare heads, back axles, hubs, 
brake drums and linings, brake cylinders, radiator 
complete, front suspension. Supposed to have been 
reconditioned. Offers G Murcott 40 Coal Street, 
Reefton 7830, phone 03 732 8338. 

1955 VAUXHALL CRESTA.  Orig condition, no 
rust. Wof & Reg. Needs paint job and roof lining. 
Upholstery good condition. Runs well. $3,000. Phone 
03 319 6981 (Kaikoura), or 022 319 6981.  MEM

1960 RALEIGH RMS MOPED PARTS.  26” wheels (1 
front, 1 rear) or rims. V pulley for clutch. Engine cyl 
barrel. 1963 A40 Farina MKII windscreen, left and 
right door skins, King Pin (¾ inch bottom bush). 
Phone George Tier 09 439 8911.  MEM

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR COLLECTORS.  52 
years of Beaded Wheels mags. Complete from 
Number 19, Sept 1959  to present day with 3 
supplements. 302 copies, good condition, sensible 
offers. Phone 06 753 4620.  MEM

AUSTIN A40 1948-1952  oil filter conversion. Full 
flow filter with spin-on canister. $250. Austin 
A40 Devon and Somerset 1948-1952 gearbox. In 
excellent condition. Been dismantled and checked. 
New seals $150. For more information contact 
George Tier, 1 Tui Crescent, Dargaville, phone 09 
439 8911.  MEM

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

CYLINDER LINERS.  Three only 63mm ID x 68mm OD 
x 140mm long, shouldered top. (engine unknown) 
$30 each, good order. Contact Mike 07 888 1719 or 
m.arthur@xtra.co.nz  MEM

HOLDENS FOR SALE.  1975 Statesman DeVille, one 
previous family owner. 1981 Caprice, new paint. 
Phone 06 368 3063.  MEM

LARGE SHED LOT OF  Vintage and classic car / 
truck parts for sale. Owner decided to go down 
different path and head overseas. Large percentage 
imported from USA, some from Gleesons and others. 
You would need to view to get an idea. Make a 
reasonable offer, Phone Ian 021 754 656.  MEM

NEW BANDAG RETREADS:  2 550x19 $120 each; 4 
550x18 $120 each; 3 500 x 600 x 19 $120 each. 1 
Set 21" snow chains $25. A 1500 Cortina engine 
$300. 2 x bulkhead vents $30 for the pair. Phone 
Frank Renwick 0274 341 319.  MEM 

TYRE AND TUBE (NEW) EXCELSIOR  500 x 23 x 6 
ply, $500 for both, plus shipping and handling. 
Ronald Lever 87 Tui Road, Papatoetoe Auckland 
2025, phone 09 278 3888 evenings.  MEM

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE,
all types. Contact Chris Slater, Coil Winding 
Services, Hupenui RD, Greytown, Wairarapa. 
Phone 06 304 9466.
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VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, 
S.U dashpot and water pump grease. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

VINTAGE TRUNKS  made to order or stock sizes. 
Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   MEM.

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

1926 CHRYSLER  The historic Todd Motors Works 
race car is offered for sale. Serious expressions 
of interest are invited. The vehicle is located in 
the Nelson area and arrangement to view can be 
made by phoning evenings Micheal Shellock 03 
541 9559 or Don Ammon 03 541 9391.  MEM

AUSTIN HEALEY 1958  BN4L 100-6. 2600cc, 
lefthand drive, unrestored. In receipt of NZTA 
approval as an alternative document for an 
imported used vehicle. Offers. Phone 348 4914. 
 MEM

BUICKS. TWO 1938 SERIES 40  One with twin 
side mounts on road. Second car complete with 
head off. Reg on hold. Spare engines, gearboxes, 
diffs, bodyparts. $32,000 ono. Phone 04 567 
5979.  MEM

1956 AUSTIN A30  59,450 (genuine) miles. Two 
door, very good original condition. Two owners. 
Second owner approx 30 years. Reluctant sale. 
Plus two cars for spares. $3,500 ono. Phone Don 
06 876 8374 evenings.  MEM

1924 LAGONDA 12/24  One owner for last 55 
years and one of only two in New Zealand. A light 
1420cc IOE engine and comes complete with hood 
and lots of spares. Offers around $20,000. Phone 
09 627 9451 or robertbe@xtra.co.nz

AUSTIN 7 TOPHAT  New WOF & Reg. Excellent 
condition. Little used since total restoration by 
Don Bothwell. $19,000 with personal plates. 
Phone Brian 03 528 4580.  MEM

VETERAN BRASS PETROL FILTER,  2 Brass licence 
plate holders, 5 litre Penrite oil for total loss motor, 
photos available. Also Riley 2½ litre: 1 set pistons, 
JB high com std, used 2,000 miles only. Open to 
realistic offers . Phone James 09 428 1075.   MEM

MARCH 3 2013-  Marlborough Hospice Fund raiser  
car show bring your cars, trucks, bikes and what 
ever to Waterlea Race course from 11am to 4pm to 
show the public. $5 entry fee. Last years was huge 
lets make it bigger don’t miss out. Bring deck chairs 
for a picnic day. Enquiries to Patrick Pascoe 027 
442 1786 or 03 573 8964.

EASTER 2013  We need your American car for 
display at the Omaka Airshow in Blenheim the 
theme being The Yanks Are Coming. Pre 1980 
would be great but if you have something special 
please contactme. You will get two free entry 
tickets per vehicle, 3 days would be great but two 
will be acceptable, over night security at the airfield 
will be provided. Accommodation is limited so book 
now. You need to register your with us now by 
emailing p.pascoe@xtra.co.nz or call Patrick Pascoe 
03 573 8964 or 027 442 1786
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1911 FORD MODEL T TOURER,  one owner for 
over 40 years. $28,000 ono considered. To view in 
Timaru or for further information contact Martin 
on 03 956 3605 or email: martin.reynecke@
perpetual.co.nz

 

1930 FORD MODEL A   5 window Coupe model.
Stored for the last 15 years in dry area but is a 
runner. Some tidying up to do but rest of body 
in very good restored rust free condition. Reg on 
hold. $27,500 as is. Phone 07 573 9404 /07 573 
6547 or dennis01@xnet.co.nz      MEM

1925 MORRIS COMMERCIAL TRUCK  Orginal 
cab, Manual built in hoist, Drives ok with good 
tyres. Not registered. $16,000. Phone 07 576 
6643.   MEM

1933 AUSTIN ETON ROADSTER 10/4  A rare 
model $15,000. Current WOF and Registration.  
Older restoration in good condition. Phone Charles 
06 356 1267.  MEM

1935 STRAIGHT 8 HUDSON.  I have owned this 
car for 23 years. The engine, gearbox, radiator 
etc. were reconditioned in the early 1990s. Plenty 
of spares, registration is on hold. Would consider 
a trade for a motorcycle or restored car. Phone 
Robin 09 578 2325, or email janef@win.co.nz

1929 16.9 SUNBEAM SALOON.  Complete original 
car. Run regularly and stored in dry environment. 
$35,000. For more information contact Tony 
Ornstien by email: tornstien@aol.com or phone 
(+64) 07 332 3632

THIS FABULOUS ACCOUNT  of the historic NZ 
first motor journey from Wellington to Auckland 
in 1912 is now reprinted for sale in the original 
sized format; 80 pages 320x230mm with 120 
photographs. See more details at www.modelt.
co.nz or, email roger.gardner@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1912 THREE SPEED TRIUMPH.  A reliable and 
easy-to-ride Veteran with that patina that only 
comes with use and age. Suit newcomers to 
Veteran motorcycling. Three speed gearbox and 
clutch, bike does not need run & jump technique. 
Youtube video at http://youtu.be/TGmyh5p-WN4 
$18,000. Phone Philip Jeeves 03 338 0666.  MEM

1929, BLUE PLYMOUTH MODEL U  Excellent 
condition and includes some spare parts. 
Registered and warranted. Rallied in 2012 
International Rally. Phone 06 3446499, 022 647 
5191.  MEM

1930 MODEL A FORD.  Fully and professionally 
restored original car in top condition. For details, 
please contact Pene or Denis, Telephone 03 445 
4205 or 021 905 217   MEM

MID 1920 s JORDAN (8 cylinder), unrestored, 
partly disassembled. Drivers door missing 
otherwise complete. Have stored for 40 years 
now too many projects to finish. Rare vehicle only 
two other similar models to my knowledge in NZ.  
$4500 Phone Basil 027 550 0000, 03 489 5752, 
marie.north@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1974 MG B GT, NZ NEW.  Desirable last chrome 
bumper model. Recent 2 pot paint, new carpets, 
re upholstered, exc. rubber, strong engine, gearbox 
and overdrive. Mechanically sound, rust free, 
reliable and drives beautifully. New WOF, comes 
with some extras. $12,000 ph 07 378 9291.   MEM
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1947 CHEVROLET STYLEMASTER  Continually 
registered, orig plates, WOF. 3 owners, one family 
since 1953. A Canterbury car all its life. Repainted, 
re-upholstered 30 years ago, otherwise original 
tidy condition. $16,000. Viewable at Te Puke 
Vintage Autobarn small shed, for sale on behalf. 
Contact Ray Singleton 07 573 6547.  MEM

DAIMLER CONQUEST 1954  Blue/grey Four door 
sedan. 6 cylinder. This luxurious English car is in 
near perfect condition. Immaculate upholstery and 
beautiful exterior make it a prestigious, desireable 
vehicle. Very easy drive with pre-selector 
transmission.  $15,000 For details contact: Ray 
Singleton 07 573 6547.  MEM

1957 MGA ROADSTER  Excellent running order. 
Locally owned since 1972. Current owner since 
1996. Reluctant sale. $35,000 Contact Tom Day 
on 06 343 6557 or tom@arles.co.nz  MEM

1930 MODEL A DELUXE ROADSTER  Restored 
for 2006 Invercargill Vero Rally. Current Reg and 
WOF. Beautiful car, good condition, drives well, 
reluctant sale. Phone 03 359 9429 Christchurch or 
michemey@windowslive.com  MEM

1928 FORD MODEL A PHAETON  Very original  
vehicle. First registered 9 March 1929 13 Owners. 
Excellent running order. Current owner since 1993 
Reluctant sale. $25,000. Contact Tom Day on 06 
343 6557 or tom@arles.co.nz  MEM

CADILLAC 1928 CONVERTIBLE COUPE 341A 
V8.  Immaculate Condition, NZ New, Has many 
hard to find parts. Full history available, drives 
beautifully, current WOF & Reg. Genuine enquiries 
only, price by negotiation. Hawkes Bay. Phone 06 
844 2465 or email philandraewyn@xtra.co.nz  MEM

VINTAGE CAR WIND VANE. Suitable for garage, 
barn, or house. Ideal Christmas Gift. Components 
are steel & aluminium, new. Will withstand strong 
winds. $125. Phone Jack 03 352 6672 ChCh., or 
0274 322 041 Email johdor@xtra.co.nz   MEM.

 

MORRIS MINOR CONVERTIBLE, 1949,  reg on 
hold, certified, Hillman brake booster, body etc 
good condition engine has crack in head/block.  
Spare motor and g/box, diff and sundries. $4,000 
Ph Rob 027 622 1275 or email for more photos  
rob_mcintyre@clear.net.nz. Located in Chch.

1927 ESSEX TOURER  In excellent condition, runs 
well. Owned for 45 years. This Rare Tourer is 
the only one we know of in NZ. Restored 34 
years ago by the present owner. The motor was 
fully reconditioned 2006, 1200 miles since. Full 
3 piece tonneau cover, 5 good tyres, 2 new. 
Numerous spares, $27,000 ono. Phone 03 385 
6850, donmuller@clear.net.nz  MEM

1938 P5 PLYMOUTH COUPE  Current Reg & WOF.  
Immaculate car with excellent body. Very smooth, 
quiet, reliable and drives well. Tubeless radial 
tyres. High ratio diff and extensive range of spare 
parts. Drives well. Current owner since Feb 1980.  
Reluctant sale, $35,000.  Phone 04 478 3836 or 021 
433 026 or email rs.consulting@actrix.co.nz   MEM

PEUGEOT 203C, 1954  Drives, reg on hold. 
132,000m. 403 running gear, 4 175 Michelin ZXs + 
1 ZXZ, factory roofrack. New headlining, carpets. 
Many spares. 28 years ownership, two previous 
owners. $1,500 ono. In Napier. Contact Graeme 
Neal 027 226 4707, graneal@hotmail.com.

1970 MERCEDES BENZ 250  compact M114, 4 
speed floor change 82,500 miles. NZ new, original 
condition. VCC concours winner. Michelin MXL 
205/70R 14 tyres. Full service records, books, and 
tools. Vehicle ID card NO. P60V1OO3. Phone Neil 
03 308 3865 Ashburton. $15,000   MEM
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1926 CHEVROLET SUPERIOR K TOURER. 
 Body off restoration, new upholstery, hood, 
side curtains, tonneau cover. Recond. engine 
and balanced. Body in excellent condition, new 
paint. Better than new and as good as she looks. 
$28,000ono. Phone Ian 09 533 5533 or 0274 888 
502.   MEM

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6.
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

INDIAN 741B MOTORBIKE FOR SALE  
Fully overhauled 15 years ago. Approx 100 miles. 
Reluctant sale due to other projects. Phone 
Andrew 027 230 6560 or a/h  06 324 7165 
$15,000.

VETERAN POWELL & HANMER SIDELIGHT   in 
good original condition. Reflector needs plating 
and there are a few very small dents. More photos 
sent on request. Asking $350. Kevin Casey 03 453 
0818 or caseyleadlights@xtra.co.nz  M E M

WANTED TO BUY

AUSTIN A70 PICKUP  crown wheel and pinion (or 
complete diff), 7:33 ratio. Phone George Tier 09 
439 8911, 1 Tui Crescent, Dargaville.  MEM

EH HOLDEN UTE PARTS WANTED,  exterior sunvisor 
and bits and bobs. Any old EH papers and plates 
live or dead. Also old Holden wanted for restoration 
FX through to EH, van, ute, sedan, station wagon. 
Please ph Clint 021 487 835 09 432 7525. 

HALDA TRIPMASTER  (single mechanical mileage 
recorder). Might consider Twinmaster. Also need 
T junction to suit push-on Mini Clubman speedo 
and short linking cable plus gearing chart and 
alternative gears. Peter Levet phone 570-5131 or 
027 237 3446.  MEM

MODEL A 1929  headlights wanted in reasonable 
condition. Also interested in any other Model A parts 
you may have. Phone 03 685 8696, Fairlie.  MEM

MORRIS WELLSIDE PICKUP  of mid 1950s era. Prefer 
in useable condition but may consider other. Phone 
09 410 5986.  MEM

NUMBER PLATE WANTED   I have plate BP9076 for 
my Armstrong Siddeley Star, and want the other 
one which has gone missing somewhere possibly 
in Taranaki, Nelson or Christchurch areas. Perhaps 
a collector out there has it? Phone 021 470 333 or 
ivangardiner@vodafone.co.nz  MEM

SABISTON MARK 1 SIDECAR.  I am looking 
for a sidecar to fit to my 1960s classic British 
bike and would like to find specifically a Mark 1 
model. I require a chair only, not a bike. Contact 
Andy on 0274-427-278 or andy@rdc.govt.nz 

MOTOR WANTED AS ILLUSTRATED.  In any 
condition also any parts or information for 
1912 cutting. Also require timing chain and gears 
or any other parts for 1923 12/23 Darracq. Phone 
John 06 765 5554 or email megandjohnny@xtra.
co.nz  M E M

MATHIEU 1902 1CYL,  Paris, suitable parts 
wanted. Complete differential with axles brakes 
etc. Have housing only. Steering box and column, 
pedals and controls. Contact breaker as fitted 
to 1 cyl. engines eg. De dion. Parts may be by 
Lacoste Battman, Bale Posse, etc. same as fitted to 
other cars around this age. Consider any condition, 
suitable as patterns, or infomation leading to 
whereabouts. Please contact Brian Rankine, phone 
06 357 5706, email  btr@actrix.co.nz

LOOKING FOR TWO BOLT CROSS OVER  gearbox 
for 1913 Alldays Matchless v twin motorcycle , 
and contact with  other owners worldwide, also 
still need veteran triumph girder forks or parts 
phone chris on  09 533 8050 email taylorhq@xtra.
co.nz  MEM

WWII STUART TANK WHEELS,  size 20x16x6 
for restoration project. Also interested in finding 
valentine and bren carrier parts for restoration 
projects. Contact Andrew 027 230 6560 a/h 06 
324 7165.

OFFSIDE HEADLIGHT RIM  and mesh stone guard 
for a lucas O (or Q) BD 166S headlight. Or a pair 
of headlights complete. For restoration of 1935 
SS ONE Tourer. Bill Harding phone 06 868 8718 
evenings or cell 027 249 5994
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WANTED TO BUY

DOES ANYONE IN CHRISTCHURCH KNOW?
 Since placing my last ad, we have tracked that the 
Model T was on the Kapiti Coast, and has recently 
been moved down to Christchurch. Believed to still 
be painted in Shell Service Station colours, and 
had a female owner. Can anyone help us further 
with any information on its whereabouts? Please 
contact Peter or Andrew Lloyd. Phone 09 426 7179 
or 021 719 030.  MEM

CHEVROLET IMPALA,  Preferably 1961 4 door 
pillarless model. Must be rh drive, in excellent 
condition. Would consider 1960 - 1963. I am a 
fastidious car owner and require this car for 
my wife and me for our driving and ownership 
enjoyment. Phone Peter 03 312 2295, 027 370 
3470 or rowtoomey@xtra.co.nz  MEM

CHASSIS WANTED  for a 1919-21 Citroen A 
Type as per photo. Photo of actual chassis may 
be available. Any leads to other Type A parts, 
including a handbook, greatly appreciated. Please 
contact Sarah Howell ph 06 374 6645 email 
howell@slingshot.co.nz  MEM
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FREE ADVERTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage 
Car Club of New Zealand Inc buying 
or selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members 
wishing to advertise commercial 
services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@
vcc.org.nz or complete the form on 
this page and post to us at 
Marketplace Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements 
and payment for our February ssue is 20 
January 2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per 
financial member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per 
issue. Members must state their membership 
number when submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial 
nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by 
email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be 
returned if a stamped addressed envelope is supplied 
by the advertiser. Digital photographs may be supplied 
by email in .jpg format, send a high resolution file to 
achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue 
they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 
words – the maximum space available is 65 words. 
Beaded Wheels reserves the right to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first come, 
first served basis. While every attempt will be 
made to include your advertisement in the issue 
immediately following receipt – limited space may 
mean some advertisements will be held over until 
the following magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on 
the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member?
 You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels.
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

Non-VCCNZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 3%

PARTS BOOK/WORKSHOP MANUAL  and general 
information for 1929 Cadillac La Salle Phone 
Margaret on 03 528 8043  MEM

PLATES WANTED.  Live plates on hold for Model A. 
Any year considered. Phone 0212 210 1521.  MEM

TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLE 1929/30.  Any frame, 
wheel or gearbox parts for “C” series (CN, CSD, 
CO, CTT), particularly a rear wheel hub - with or 
without the rest of the wheel. Phone Keith 04 902 
0668.  
MEM

VILLIERS 197CC  6E or 7E four speed gear box or 
parts. Have 197cc motors and three speed gear 
boxes to swap. Phone 03 693 9016.   MEM

WANTED TO BUY FOR 1926 CHRYSLER IMPERIAL   
Petrol tank cap or photo of same-tail light or any 
part thereof, condition immaterial, headlight glass. 
Carl Gaudin 07 871 5969  MEM
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

WINCHESTER SWAP MEET 
and BAZAAR

Winchester Domain

Saturday 6 April 2013 
(Saturday after the Easter Rally)

GATES OPEN AT NEW TIME OF 7.30am

$5 entry and NO DOGS ALLOWED.

On site Camping Friday night only 

for SITE BOOKINGS contact Janet ph 03 686 0282 

Swap Meet Chairman. Grant Mehrtens   

Phone 03 684 9094  

VCC – SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH.

SWAP MEET
VCC NZ ASHBURTON BRANCH

SWAP MEET 
Saturday 4 May 2013

Club Grounds,86 Maronan Road
Tinwald Ashburton 

Gates Open 7.30am No Dogs Allowed
Catering by the Ashburton Lions Club

Site bookings to: Kathryn Shaw 30 James St 
Ashburton 7700

Email: katrev@clear.net.nz
Phone 03 307 8896
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Annual ‘ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND’ Rally        Annual ‘ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND’ Rally        Annual ‘ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND’ Rally        
26th to 28th January 2013 

 ‘Hub’ rally format centered on our Cliff Road Clubrooms.   
Registration Sat pm, light meal Sat night, rally Sunday 

with dinner and prize giving Sun night.  
 

Special Route for Veteran & Slow Vintage.  
Book your accommodation early!  

Entry forms at  Branch Secretaries in Dec.  
All enquiries to Alastair Jones, email  

mactrac.bop@kinect.co.nz  ph 07 576 1144    
 
This Rally is proudly sponsored by   Building Society 

A N N U A L
SWAP MEET 
& COLLECTABLES DAY
Saturday 23 March 2013 

Gates open at 7am

Levin show Grounds events park
14 TiroTiro road Levin

Admission 
Stall holders $10 – adult $5 – Children free. 

Food and drinks on site all day, something for 
everyone. The area is next to the clubrooms and 

spares will open at 10 am.
Entry off TiroTiro Road south, this will be sign posted

Information  Peter Nightingale 06 368 7160  or 
027 633 4713 pdsnight@inspire.net.nz 

Horowhenua Branch VCC NZ Inc.                 

Swap Meet starts 7am
Entry: Adults $5.00  Children (under 12) Free
Vintage Car Display – Car parts old & new - 

Motoring books & manuals - Collectibles – Bric-a-brac  
Refreshments – Sausage sizzle

Venue: Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubrooms 
Satellite Station Rd, off SH1, 3 km south of Warkworth

Saturday 23 February 2013



Vintage, Classic Car & Motor Cycle 
Show and Swap Meet

Stalls, food and family day.
Featuring interesting classics from many marques.

Great prizes from generous local business sponsorship.
Gates open 8am – 2pm.

Enquiries: Murray Baird   Phone 09 406 1548   
email: murrayandjune@xtra.co.nz

Saturday
5 January 

2013
Eastern Rugby 

Football Grounds. 
East St. Taipa

Sign posted of SH 10

36th ANNUAL 

PUKEKOHE 
SWAP MEET

FRANKLIN A & P SHOWGROUNDS

March 2 & 3 2013
General Admission $5 per day 

Selling Sites $45 all weekend (includes driver’s admission)

Gates open 2pm 
Friday 1 March for sellers.

Selling sites $40 all weekend. 

Proudly supporting St Johns.

For information contact 
Rob 027 495 5567

Scenicland Rally
YES, the Annual 

West Coaster is on again!

 Experience a day in paradise
Relax & Enjoy Yourselves

March 16, 2013
Starting at Greymouth

Contact: Roger & Irene Devlin  
Phone 03 768 5382 or

Email: ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz 
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

2013 NATIONAL 

VETERAN
�RALLY�

         Hosted By The Southland Branch

INVERCARGILL 
1- 3 FEBRUARY 2013 
The Southland Branch invites all Veteran owners to the 2013 

National Veteran Rally proudly sponsored by Allied Lubricants. 

Come south and enjoy some Southern Hospitality, Great 
rallying country, no traffic, and as a bonus view the world 
renowned Bill Richardson Truck Museum free as the Rally 

Headquarters is based in this wonderful museum.

To register your interest and receive further information 
contact   Ian Ridd, Rally Organiser     03 2361077 (evenings) 

or email  ian.shona.ridd@clear.net.nz

2013 National NORTH ISLAND 
EASTER RALLYEASTER RALLY

29 March – 1 April29 March – 1 April
The Wairarapa branch is staging the 
North Island Easter Rally in Masterton. 

Centrally located and with hundreds kilometres of lovely and 
scenic back roads, this is going to be a rally to remember. It 
is based at the Solway Copthorne Hotel in Masterton, with 
Sunday’s concours judging and gymkhana at the nearby Solway 
Showgrounds. Area attractions include world class wines in 
Martinborough, white kiwi at Mt Bruce Native Bird Reserve, 
a unique collection of World War I fighter aircraft at Hood 
Aerodrome, plus many others. For entry forms and details, 
contact The Secretary, Easter Rally Committee, 

P. O. Box 7, Masterton  5840
or email wandmlane@gmail.com

or Phone (06) 377 3064

2013 National SOUTH ISLAND 
EASTER RALLYEASTER RALLY

29 March – 1 April29 March – 1 April

Winchester Swap Meet the following weekend

The South Canterbury Branch invites all VCCNZ club members to 
take part in the National South Island Easter Rally 2013.
Entry forms available from your Branch Secretary NOW or 
contact us direct Email: 2013southislandeasterrally@gmail.com
Book your accommodation now
The Timaru i-site may be able to help 03 687 9997
Rally Director – Alistair Day  
Telephone 03 688 2617 evenings

Celebrating 58 years 
of Vintage Car Motoring in 
South Canterbury

Headquarters at 
Phar Lap Raceway

Headquarters at 
Phar Lap Raceway

11,12,13 OCTOBER 2013
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the 

Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

Sites now available for 2013 
Write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279, Christchurch or phone Peter 

Gatehouse 342 9682.

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

2013 South Island 
CLUB CAPTAIN’S TOUR

Entrants may join and leave at any point of the tour. Accommodation 
list and entry forms are available from 

Alon Mayhew  03 443 7030  Email sicc@vcc.org.nz 

➦   As there is limited accommodation in some areas, 
 prompt booking is recommended.

ENTRIES CLOSE 21 FEBRUARY
No late entries accepted

Friday 19 April  Assemble in 
Waimate 

Saturday 20 April Mt Cook  
Sunday 21 April Oamaru
Monday 22 April Alexandra

Tuesday 23 April Wanaka
Wednesday 24 April Wanaka
Thursday 25 April Fox Glacier
Friday 26 April Hokitika
Saturday 27 April Hanmer Springs
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Ashburton  Diane Ross
The new motoring season in Mid 

Canterbury got away to a flying start with 
the opening run held in conjunction with 
the South Canterbury Branch in a roaring 
nor’ west gale. 62 vehicles converged on 
picturesque man made Lake Hood where 
everyone huddled into what little shelter 
they could find. Fortunately it wasn’t too far 
back to our club grounds where the branch 
museum and parts shed were opened. 

A Triumph enthusiast from Hawkes Bay 
has become the new owner of the very 
nice 1979 Triumph 2000 that the late Jim 
Alexander owned. Jim’s family are thrilled 
to have the car go to someone who will 
appreciate it as Jim did.

Ill health has resulted in Jocelyn Hosken 
relinquishing an extensive collection of 
VCC memorabilia to the branch. Marie 
Bennett spent many hours sorting, collating 
and displaying this material that is a 
valuable testament to the past and members 
who have made the branch what it is today. 

The Spring Rally attracted 40 entries 
and those of us who were present enjoyed 
Mid Canterbury at its best with spectac-
ular views of the snow capped mountains, 
lush green spring grass and not a cloud in 
the sky. The lunch venue was Springvale 
Homestead in the Rokeby area where the 
owner told of his family’s experience of 
owning a farm in England then emigrating 
to New Zealand starting out as a grain 
grower, changing to sheep farming and 

now becoming a support farmer to local 
dairy farmers over the past 20 years. The 
only blight on the day was the demise of 
another Chevrolet axle, there seems to be 
an epidemic in the area so Chev owners 
beware. 

Auckland  John Stokes
Motorcycles: Peter Alderdice is working 

on a 1928 Harley Davidson model J.  Peter, 
and Chris North have aquired 1921 and 
1923 Harley horizontally opposed Sport 
Twins ex Canterbury. Graham Apanui 
has sold his 1941 Army Indian to the 
New Plymouth area. Paul Tomlin won 

idle

Ashburton: John and Deidrie Wells with their 1961 
BSA Gold Flash on the Spring Rally.

Ashburton: Ashburton Opening Run organisers 
Owen Wilson and assistant Lorraine.Ashburton: 1918 Oakland Owners M and L Bennett doing field tests on the Spring Rally.

Auckland: Mike Colman’s 1936 Rolls 20/25.
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PV – P80V New people are Doug Sharp 
‘54 Plymouth Cranbrook and Graham and 
Muriel Gill ‘72 MGB. Mike Colman’s 1936 
20/25 Rolls Royce made it’s first branch 
appearance at our Hunua 100 rally.  

General: A major success has been 
scored by our librarian Barry Robert. Barry, 
and some others had known that the 
Auckland Automobile Association’s collec-
tion of the NZ Motor and Cycle Journal 
had been moved into back storage when the 
AA disposed of it’s library to MOTAT some 
years ago. Barry’s persistance has resulted 
in the rediscovery of this collection, almost 
intact. Liason between Barry, the Auckland 
AA and the Auckland Public Library has 
resulted in the collection being donated 
to the Auckland Public Library. This 
will significantly enhance the Auckland 
City Library’s existing collection of these 
magazines, and will be of enormous use 
to researchers and historians. Barry has 
also aquired several 1906-08 Motor and 
Cycle Journals from Lynette Brickell and 
these may also be transferred from AVVCC 
to Auckland City Library in due course. 
Graham Allen and Jacqui Southwell have 
rejoined.

The branch extends condolences to the 
families of Mark Ball. Mark was a prolific 
restorer/refurbisher. His first restoration was 
a Fiat 509 roadster and his most challenging 
a 1941 Chrysler convertible.

Bay of Plenty  David Joblin
For the second time in a year the Branch 

was entertained hearing of Murray Toms’s 

second trip to the USA, this time bringing 
back a Plymouth Convertible from Detroit 
to join with the 1914 Dodge previously 
acquired.  

Sixteen cars joined Max Allen in a two 
day ‘Waikato Wander.’ On Saturday we 
enjoyed Neville Plaw’s collection of about 
30 post war mainly American cars, all 
spotless, all in going order, registered and 
warranted. On Sunday we journeyed out 
to John Simpson’s well known complex. 
His knowledge of restoring motor bikes was 
prodigious but the surprise was his immacu-
late fully restored 1917 Model T. We are 
ever so slightly envious of Waikato with 
their long sealed roads eminently suited to 
Vintage motoring!

The Branch held its annual Swap Meet 
this month. A good display of about 40 
members’ cars, and overall it was a success.  

Restorations include a 1956 Triumph 
Tiger 500cc Twin motorcycle, fully restored 
over three years by Clive Taylor who 
acquired the bike from his father. Frank 
Parnwell’s 1928 Singer Junior Tourer after 
2/½ years only awaits the upholstery. This 
car was imported on the ship Mataroa in 
November 1928. (The first owner was a 
Mrs Saunders.) Ron Elton is plugging away 
at his 1934 Triumph Gloria, the wooden/
aluminium body just about complete. 
Doug Fisher has nearly finished a 1961/62 
Vanguard Ute which has been in his family 
since new.

New members welcomed are Gaven and 
Sharon Armit, 1951 Jowett Jupiter and 1951 

the Taranaki Rubber Ducky on a 1939 
BSA B 26. Top marks to Leo Fowler 1942 
Indian and Jeff Taylor ‘59 Royal Enfield 
for competing in our rain sodden Hunua 
100. New Motorcyclists are Paul Barnes 
BMW, Steve Heaney ‘75 Triumph T160, 
Jeremy and Michelle Lambert ‘59 Velocette 
Venom.

Veteran: Barry Birchall has been 
compiling a list of Veteran cars in the 
Auckland and surrounding areas. Some 
seventy cars, bikes and commercials have 
shown up in private ownership. George 
Urquhart is working on his Model T 
engine. John Judd has joined with his 1912 
Mitchell and a stable of later vehicles.

Vintage: Alf Williams is making signifi-
cant progress with the refurbishment of the 
ex John Bayly 1930 Franklin cabriolet. The 
car has been totally repainted and Alf has 
hood material ready to go. Some tidying up 
in the engine bay has also been carried out. 
Brian Gallichans 1927 Sunbeam 16.9hp 
was the only Vintage entrant in Norm 
and Pat Dewhurst’s successful 20 vehicle 
tour of the Forgotten Highway. Jim Boag 
has brought an incredibly original 1926 
Hudson Super Six seven passenger sedan ex 
Taupo. Rod Smith is working on an Austin 
7 Chummy. Wayne and Carrie Roberts 
won the Hunua 100 in their 1928 Willys 
Knight model 56, the only sleeve valve 
car in the event. Gavin Welch has his late 
mother’s 1924 Dodge Four sedan running 
again. We welcome Wayne Jacobsen with 
a ‘29 Chrysler 66 and a P60 and Les and 
Leonie Mountford with a ‘30 Ford A coupe.

Auckland: The Franklin engine.

Auckland: Alf Williams Franklin.

Bay of Plenty: Singer 1928  Frank Parnwell.
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Bradford Van; Stephen Partridge, and Alec 
and Maureen Gardyne 1964 Jaguar MK 2.

Canterbury   Tony Becker
The annual Swap Meet and Display 

offered the first opportunity for the public 
to enjoy a full three days at Cutler Park 
(no “members’ only” day). And wouldn’t 
you know it, hopes of a bumper Saturday 
produced yet another Swap Meet downpour, 
said to be a repeated occurance for the 
seventh or eighth consecutive year! On the 
bright side, the extra Friday and Sunday 
gate-take made up for that a bit. Earnings 
hold more significance for us nowadays, 
due to escalating insurance, rates and other 
costs. The event itself was nonetheless its 
traditional happy social get-together. The 
extensive vehicle and machinery displays 
make an important contribution to public 
attraction. Swap Meet Charity this year 
benefitted Dr Sue Bagshaw’s “298 Youth 
Health Centre”. Her longstanding initia-
tive offers free sexual health advice and GP 
services to young adults in Christchurch, a 
most worthy cause. 

Late spring events included a rather 
adventurous Annual Vintage Rally. Driving 
often dusty, back country roads and tracks 
added to era reality. A chatty evening over 
dinner crowned a Vintage day. 

Canterbury Branch Annual Awards 
Dinner celebrated 14 long service member-
ships. The 25, 35 and 50 year awards were 
presented by National President John 

Coomber, the longest going to Ron Kay 
and Robin Mundy. Labour Weekend’s 
social campout working bee further 
enhanced an already picturesque Cutler 
Park, maintaining our flagship asset. Other 
subsections are gearing up for Summer, not 
least the M/Cycle and Parts Shed teams. 
The latter again scooped a rich post-swap 
meet harvest of abandoned paraphernalia. 
Some of this earns the Branch an income 
from scrap metal sales, the balance finding 
its way onto parts shed shelves if judged 
useful. The Motorcycle Section spent 
their “Rough Run” time sorting out septic 
tank problems at their social corner, but 
compensation by way of Annual Girder and 
Around the Bays runs kept riders happy. 

Significant member funerals occured 
last month. Noel Primmer, Ken Macefield, 
Barbara Anderson, Eric Elwood and Barry 
Gurdler collectively represent a huge contri-
bution toward Canterbury Branch. All were 
respectfully acknowledged by Chairman 
Gary Genet at recent Natter ‘n’ noggins. 
A minutes silent reflection followed each 
occasion.

Central Hawkes Bay 
  Sarndra Raybould

September bought some finer weather 
to the Central Hawkes Bay area, which 
motivated our members to get out and 
about. 

The daffodil blooming in Central 
Hawkes Bay was magnificent this year, our 

Club Members taking the opportunity to 
gather at Taniwha Farm to view the blooms 
and enjoy a picnic together.

In October we all attended the annual 
Chapelwick Fair at Porangahau Station. 
A wonderful family day with horse and 
cart rides, food and art and craft stalls 
together with an opportunity to tour the 
stately Homestead. Our vehicles looked 
very special parked in the gardens of 
Chapelwick Home.

November will see our Annual Show in 
Waipukurau. An event which our branch 
participates in every year showing our 
vehicles and taking part in a Street parade 
and Grand Parade at the Showgrounds.

At time of writing, our planned Veteran 
Run scheduled for 17 November, should 
prove to be a great day with members from 
far and wide intending to take part. 

Central Otago  Graham Taylor
This spring has seen an increase in 

activity, with another successful Blossom 
Rally, the Lake Hayes Fair. Three cars 
travelled to Te Anau for the combined 
rally which was a really good weekend away 
despite boisterous weather on the Saturday. 
Field tests at the Fiordland Vintage 
Machinery Club determined that South 
Otago would take the trophy home. The 
parts shed has had some successful sales, 
making improvements to the shed and 
tractor well worthwhile. Labour weekend 
saw a big effort to support the various activ-

Canterbury: Roy and Annette Adams, 1929 Essex 
Super 6 at McLeans Island.

Canterbury: Bob Gibson 1927 Cadillac Lasalle.Canterbury: Dave Inwood, 1930 Chevrolet.

Canterbury: Rob and Diane 
Ross, 1930 Chrysler.

Canterbury: Tom Cloudesley, 
1930 Packard.

Canterbury: Bruce Forbes, 
1929 Ford Model A.

Canterbury: Michael Rogers, 1928 Chevrolet National.
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ities associated with the 150th anniversary 
of the Dunstan and Arrow gold rushes. 
Several traction engines supported the 
Centenary of the steamer Earnslaw. Also 
present was a group of Veteran cars, all 
over 100 years old and of the one and two 
cylinder variety, including two steamers.

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
Our Annual trip to the Opotiki Silent 

Film Festival in September was well patron-
ised with people dressing in period costume 
or to the theme of the movie which was 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame. Sheryl 
and Andrew Thomson had two grandchil-
dren visiting for the weekend who were 
keen to dress up in 1920s garb and they 
won the family prize.

Three of our cars attended the Journey 
Through Time in Taumarunui which 
was another good rally through forest 
and private farmland. Unfortunately the 
weather was not good and our departure 
from the lunch stop was delayed due to a 
tree blowing down across the only road 
home. The locals had it cleared away very 
quickly.

Walter and Alison McFarlane and 
Peter and Robyn Hadley have ventured to 
the South Island in their Vintage trucks 
for October, and Barry and Tessa Keene 
attended the Northland 50th Anniversary.

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
Sadly we lost one of our members on 

September 13 with the death of Stan 
Matthews. Stan, an orthopaedic surgeon, 
joined the club in October 1997 with a 
1929 Whippet Coupe, later adding a 1957 
Armstrong Siddeley Sapphire to his stable. 
In recent years he had added further to his 
collection with a 1960 Bentley which had 
been originally owned by James Wattie of 
the Wattie Canneries empire. Stan had a 
great sense of humour and was a regular 
attender on club runs and Sunday morning 
cuppas at the clubrooms. His presence will 
be sorely missed. Earlier in the month a 
good attendance of members attended our 
annual dinner, at which Trevor Jukes was 
presented with his 25-year badge. Ron 
Hopps and Ray Stevenson also qualified for 
25-year badges this year.

As these notes are being written we 
are expecting an influx of members from 
the Eastern Bay of Plenty branch for their 
bi-annual visit. We look forward to a 
weekend of camaraderie and fun, as well as 
a bit of serious rallying.

This scribe and Mark Dunn have 
combined their Model T parts and a New 
Beauty model is slowly taking shape. It is 
hoped to have a running chassis on display 
at the 2013 Commercial Rally at Labour 
weekend.

The Commercial Rally committee 
continues to progress their plans, and 
remind all Commercial vehicle owners 

planning to attend the rally to get their 
Vehicle Identification Cards up to date now 
rather than wait for the last minute.

Gore    Jim McFadzien
We could hardly believe that out of the 

19 cars which started on our Opening Run, 
six were Rovers. Everyone made it to the 
destination at Waikaia, home of the famous 
“Bottlehouse”. Questions on the way didn’t 
supply a winner, so a run off had to be 
held at the clubrooms on our return. The 
winners were Murray and Marilyn Proctor 
– yes, in a three litre Rover.

The Tuesday Rambles are ever popular 
with good patronage. We have found a lot 
of otherwise hidden projects, car collections 
and even an aircraft under construction. 

Hawke’s Bay  Esther Smith 
The branch is now definitely on the 

move. The old clubrooms in Awatoto have 
been sold and the new clubrooms about two 
kilometres away in Sandy Road Meeanee 
are nearing completion. Meanwhile the 
branch is not homeless as we have found 
temporary lodgings at the nearby Meeanee 
Hotel.

The opening of the new building is 
planned for Sunday 9 December with our 
National President John and Christine 
Coomber coming to help us celebrate. The 
final push to get the building and surrounds 
finished means there will be a couple of 
working bees and a big effort by the loyal 

Above - Central Hawkes Bay: Members at 
Chapelwick Homstead for Chapelwick Annual Fair.

Central Otago: 1915 Model T Arrowtown 150th.
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band of hammer hands and general gofers 
who have given their assistance throughout 
the project. Some judicious handling of the 
finances means we have enough money 
to add in items from the wish list, such as 
sealing the driveway and carpark, installing 
a sound system, buying new furniture and 
crockery.

However we have not been distracted 
from our motoring programme. The 
monthly Wednesday outings continue to 
be popular. Our Labour weekend Safari, 
well organised as usual by Trevor and Lyn 
Charman, went a bit further this year. The 
run was based in Putaruru and explored the 
surrounding district. In November Veteran 
owners can take part in the annual Veteran 
rally organised by the Central Hawke’s Bay 
Branch and the following day Hawke’s Bay 
holds the annual Homestead run. 

Organising is well under way for the 
Art Deco rally planned for 15 – 17 February 
2013, as part of Art Deco weekend. The 
weekend has become a real magnet for all 
motoring enthusiasts, not only those who 
have rally or parade eligible vehicles. A 
group of 25 pre-1946 Bentleys from New 
Zealand and overseas will joining us.

The summer cruise ship season has 
begun, a regular group of members take 
their cars down to the ships’ sides for 
display. The cars are very popular with the 
passengers who enjoy the opportunity to 
admire the vehicles and talk to the drivers.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
At club night 53 members discussed 

some options for making more room for our 
thriving library. We now have a stock of 
interesting books and manuals and require 
a bit more space to store them. 

The feature of the month was our 
motor show which was combined with the 
Horowhenua Vintage Farm Machinery 
Club. Two halls plus an area outside were 
full of exhibits. The real crowd pleaser was 
the Model T assembly team comprising 
six branch members. They beat the world 
record time and in 2 minutes 40 seconds 
assembled the 21 pieces and started the T 
and drove it 10 metres. 

Three Dams Run: On Sunday 14 
October we met up with members of the 
Manawatu branch at the Mangahao Power 
Station.

There were 17 Club Vehicles and five 
moderns, split equally between branches.

Murray Hanson, an engineer at the 
power station met us and invited us to look 
around the building and museum and then 
meet him in the control room where he 
gave us a run down on the history and day 
to day running of the plant.

Manawatu  Allan Hardacre
We have had some great talks at 

clubnights over the winter months. Doug 
Dixon bought along about pictures of 
his time in the USA, including some of 
magnificent cars in part of the old Harrah 
collection that has been relocated into the 
National auto museum in Reno Nevada. 
He also showed us an enormous collec-
tion of mothballed aircraft out in the 
Mohave Desert in southern California, 
look up AMARC on Google and see the 
scale of the place. Also fascinating was 
our ex secretary and local civil engineer 
David York telling us about the huge task 
of clearing the slip in the Manawatu Gorge. 
Around 370,000 cubic metres of soil had to 
be shifted out along the gorge road, a task 
that took over a year. 

We have been out and about over winter 
with Alistair Howards’ overnighter to the 
Whangamomona Pub. The trip out was 

Horowhenua: Model T Record. Photo Steve Green www.sportsimages.co.nz

Horowhenua: Bruce Scott’s 1916 Cadillac 
(being restored by Ivan Horne)

Horowhenua: LMC motorcycle. 
Photo  Steve Green www.sportsimages.co.nz.

Horowhenua: Briton. 
Photo Steve Green www.sportsimages.co.nz
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great, sunshine, scenic stuff, good roads and 
a beer at the end of the day. Then it was 
back to Palmerston North via Taumaranui 
in the rain, buckets of the stuff, and us in a 
tourer! However, we all made it safely back 
home after a great weekend. 

Dennis Milne’s Vintage only run in 
September challenged some of the naviga-
tors, with a group of rallyists, scribe 
included, having an impromptu meeting in 
part of the Manawatu that was not on rally 
instructions. Lunch was at Foxton with a 
visit to the windmill. 

Marlborough   The Major
On a visit to our clubrooms one Saturday 

recently to see the motorcycle sections 
monthly outing away on their run, I was 
delighted to meet Barry Newan with his 
newly restored 1970 TR6 Triumph. What 
a credit to him. Amongst the bikes was a 
‘75 Norton Commando ridden by Vivian 
Hutcheson and a sharp looking ‘51 Ariel 
Red Hunter owned by Chris Richards. Also 
a 1931 Royal Enfield ridden by Gordon 
Findlay. This bike was bought new by 
Gordon’s father; a one family bike in 
amazingly original condition that somehow 
dodged conscription during World War II. 

The branch trip returned from West 
Australia with plenty of tales to tell of old 
cars, interesting people and warm weather.

Lots of envy as Tris and Helen Winstanly, 
Brush; Graham and Carol Wiblin, Schacht; 

and John and Denise Armiger, Renault; all 
head south to Queenstown and Arrowtown 
for the big SS Earnslaw 100 Birthday and 
the 150 years of gold discovery.

We who stayed at home were wonder-
fully entertained though on our Bi-annual 
Rally with Nelson on Labour Weekend. 
Organiser Lyall Mooney and his team 
turned up trumps with 70 entries, a sunny 
day and great motoring. Diane Ross’s tour 
of our region added to the numbers.

A recent Sunday picnic run had a 
dozen cars climbing up to a farm property 
with a glorious view out over the Wairau 
Plains, Blenheim and across the strait to 
Wellington. This is the home of local 
member John Perano of the Marlborough 
Sounds whaling family. John has almost 
finished restoration of their last whale 
chaser, a 40ft craft with a huge V12 
Kermith engine yet to be installed. What 
a project.

Northland   Terry Lambess
Northland members once again 

supported the Daffodil Day Run on 2 
September, this time organised by the 
Classic and Hot-Rod. Over 40 cars started 
the run through the country roads,  ending 
at Daffodil World north of Keri-Keri. 
Northland members Lawrence and Noeline 
Hillier won the run in their Jaguar. 

The Northland Branch is now the owner 
of a SCAR, thanks to the generosity of 

long-time member the late Jim Montgomery 
and his wife Merle. The SCAR (Society 
de construction Automobiles de Reims) 
is an amazing gift as the town of Reims 
was destroyed in WWI and the SCAR 
factory was reputed never to be rebuilt. Jim 
and Merle have gifted the SCAR to the 
Northland VCC. It is believed to be the 
only one in running condition in the world.

Young Adam Young has his Model 
T finally finished and participated on 
the Daffodil Day Run. Another vehicle 
arousing much interest on the day was an 
exact replica of Henry Ford’s first internal 
combustion engine driven vehicle which 
he called a Quadricycle. It was said to be 
capable of 20mph and the start of the Ford 
Empire. The original machine is in a glass 
show-case in the Ford museum in Detroit. 
Many thanks to the owner Dick Thorburne 
for sharing his replica with us.

North Otago  Nonie Rooney
A major Branch event, the Pre-39 Run 

and Topless Tour was organised by Ernest 
George over the weekend of 24-26 August. 
The roads were in excellent order, consid-
ering North and East Otago, Macraes and 
the Maniototo areas had just experienced 
flooding following very heavy rain over 
the whole preceeding week. The overnight 
stop was in historic Naseby township at 
the Ancient Briton Hotel. The following 
morning’s return to Oamaru was through 

Marlborough:  John Perano’s Kermith motor out 
of the Whaling boat restoration.

Marlborough: John May and John Armiger 
Chrysler and Riley.

Marlborough: Gordon Findlay with original 
family Royal Enfield.

Northland: Henry Ford’s Quadricycle (replica).Northland: Adam Young’s Model T restoration.Northland: The SCAR gifted to the 
Northland branch by the late Jim 
Montgomery and his wife Merle.
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Danseys Pass. Fortunately, Terry Buchanan, 
our resident Naseby member, provided 
valuable service to a ‘38 La Fayette’s 
electronic fuel pump that had given trouble 
before the Macraes section.

The October club run saw a dozen cars 
drive through the Lower Waitaki Plains, 
now dairy country, before a stop in the 
delightful Peebles garden of members, 
Robyn and Ian Kirk.

In late October Charlie Walsh organised 
a much enjoyed trip to Christchurch for 24 
enthusiasts to visit John Stewart’s private 
collection of over 300 vehicles and other 
automobilia. John developed a boyhood 
interest in cars and in collecting old items. 
This led, later, to his large collection of 
vehicles; his favourites being American 
cars of the ‘50s to ‘70s. 

Soon to go to a local printer is our 
draft 50th Jubilee booklet. A hardworking 
team of members have been sourcing 
archival material contributions and photos 
to provide a historic record for the North 
Otago Branch, 1960-2010.

North Shore  Mary Lloyd
The annual Spring Tour was organised 

by Paul and Kath Collins and Wilbur 
Browne. Approximately 33 cars (72 people) 
took part and had a great weekend. We 
visited many places of interest such as Te 
Aroha and St Mark’s Church where the 
beautiful 275-year old Queen Anne pipe 
organ is housed. 

On Sunday we panned for gold in the 
Thames gold mine (no gold was forth-

coming), visited the museum and then 
headed back to Auckland. Paul, Kath 
and Wilbur did a great job and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the tour.

The October Club Run meandered 
through West Auckland and on to Crystal 
Mountain with the tempting crystal 
jewellery for sale. 

The 1936 Chev fire engine was taken to 
the Helensville 150th Anniversary where it 
created quite a bit of interest. Unfortunately 
it ran two big end bearings shortly before 
arriving back at the Clubrooms. The last 
few miles were driven cautiously but it did 
eventually arrive back in one piece. The 
result was a sump full of white metal, which 
meant the engine had to be removed, and 
the crankshaft ground. Work is continuing 
on the engine, as it needs new white metal 
bearings.

A Working Bee was held on Sunday 28 
October and it was good to see such a big 
turn out. A lot was achieved and we are on 
track to put on a fantastic Swap Meet and 
Car Show at the end of November. 

Otago    Ralph Harrison 
The September Sparkaholics outing 

visited the only monumental mason 
business left in Dunedin. It was very inter-
esting learning about the restoration of old 
broken headstones and the new methods 
of sandblasting the wording on new ones. 
A good number of members attended this 
outing but no prior orders were taken.

The October outing by the Sparkaholics 
group went to the Port Chalmers Holy 

Trinity Church and listened to music 
played on the organ. The local organist 
also had on display the miniature organ he 
had made. This was followed by a tour of 
the church and a look at the internals of 
the organ.

Rotorua  Evan Dorrington
Because of the quality of the finished 

product, our visit to Kiwi Buses at Tauranga 
was a real eye opener.

Kiwi Buses import bare powered chassis 
from the UK and turn them into spectacu-
larly modern people movers at the rate of 
three each week.

At Tauranga chassis lengths are adjusted 
as required and custom built bodies created 
in a working atmosphere of comfort and 
efficiency.

Production ranges from basic buses to 
five-star tourist vehicles to be dispatched 
to all parts of New Zealand as well as some 
parts of Australia.

Camera are mandatory on Kiwi Buses 
on one occasion a motor car collided with a 
Kiwi Bus at a light controlled intersection. 
The car driver claimed that the bus had 
crossed against a red light. At settlement 
time the bus camera showed that, in fact, 
it was the motor car that had been driven 
through the red light.

Another Tauranga visit was to the 
airport and the Classic Flyers Museum. 
The efforts of volunteers and supporters 
are developing and extending displays at 
an unbelievable rate. Two recent additions 
warrant special mention. The last flight 

North Otago: Dave Harris (Southland)  1928 
Oakland Roadster.

North Otago: Jimmy Welsh (North Otago) 1924 
Buick 4 with “Riding Mechanic” - Ray McCallion.

North Otago: Margaret Rogers  (Waimate ) 1928  
Oakland Sedan.

North Shore: Branch members panning for gold. South Canterbury: Bob and June Austin’s  Model A  spat most of its water out with head gasket troubles. 
Seen here under the watchful eyes of Alistair Day in their MG Magnette on the Sth Canterbury Opening 
run with Ashburton.
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of the 1951 Hawker Hunter, took only 
74 minutes, from Dunedin to Mount 
Maunganui. The fuel cost for the trip was 
$10,000. If you think that was expensive 
the Skyhawk on display came overland 
from Ohakea at a transport cost of $15,000.

Think about these costs next time you 
gas up your car. It might help you forget 
petrol used to cost only 1/10 for half a 
gallon. 

South Canterbury  Bill and Shona 
 Weir

In August a South Canterbury contin-
gent of 20 fronted up for the annual 
quiz competition with Ashburton at the 
Ashburton Branch clubrooms. A similar 
number of Ashburton members took part 
so each side had six teams. The seating 
arrangements saw an Ashburton team 
sitting beside a South Canterbury team so 
it was necessary to keep stage whispers to a 
minimum while determining answers.

The gold medal trophy went to 
Ashburton No 1 team with 36 points. 
Silver went to South Canterbury No 10 
team of Ashley Milliken and Clive Merry, 
with 29½ points.

The opening run on 9 September 
combined with Ashburton had 16 cars 
ready for an 8.30am start. By the time 
we passed through Temuka and Geraldine 
another 12 cars had joined us. We met up 
with Ashburton at Carew Hall then all 
moved on to Lake Hood for lunch. By this 
time we had a fleet of 70 vehicles from 
Veteran and P60s to moderns.

Lady Drivers 7th Rally 23 October. 
Lady Drivers and navigators gathered at 
the clubrooms to be briefed on how to 
pamper our ladies for the day. Directions 
were handed out to the hard working male 
navigators who also had to prepare lunch. 
We visited a daffodil farm, cheese factory, 
chocolate factory and had some retail 
therapy.

At Labour Weekend 29 cars and two 
motor cycles set off from the clubrooms 
to Twizel for the Annual Mt Cook Rally. 
All but one made it in good time enjoying 
the perfect weather. The exception was 
Alvin Jones whose 1955 Ariel motorcycle 
developed timing problems at Burkes Pass 
so was carried the rest of the way on the 
rescue trailer. Field Test were held on 
Sunday morning then off to Mt Cook. Prize 
giving was Sunday night. As usual a great 
weekend.

South Otago   John Cook
The Branch Opening Run in October 

put together by Mel Tapp had a good attend-
ance. He took us from Balclutha, down 
through Kaitangata and out to Lovalls 

Flat where we arrived at Moneymore and 
Barry Allison’s residence. Here we were 
introduced to not only his collection of 
Vintage tractors but also those of his late 
father Stuart. All Fords of course! Some are 
still used today when he attends Vintage 
Ploughing Competitions. Some of these 
machines date back to the early 1900s and 
are still in an “as found” condition. One 
in particular was a 1939-40 Ford Ferguson 
made in Detroit with a four cylinder side-
valve motor. This came into being after an 
agreement between Harry Ferguson and 
Henry Ford. All very interesting and even 
Barry will agree he has rather more than 
enough to keep him busy.

From there we headed to Clarendon 
to catch up with Chris Halder. Another 
very keen restorer as his shed proved. In 
one corner was a Model T Ford with resto-
ration in progress and sharing the shed 
were several Vintage tractors. One a Fowler 
Tractor and the other a Fowler Crawler. 
Chris gave us a demonstration on how to 
start them. They have a single cylinder 
Field Marshall engine which requires a shot 
gun cartridge (minus the lead) for starting. 
Smack it with a hammer and it’s away. Yes, 
there most certainly was a loud noise. Top 
revs for the single cylinder is 750rpm. Both 
are restored and are in working condition.

We would also like to welcome to our 
Branch Bernie and Steph Halford who 
have a 1950 Rover 90 and a 1947 Rover 16. 
We are looking forward to your company at 
Branch events.

Taranaki   Colin Johnston.
Overall winner of the very successful 

2012 Rubber Duckie Motor Cycle Rally 
was Auckland entrants Barry and Linda 
Wells riding their 1951 BSA Golden Flash. 
Neville and Cheryl Mickleson won the 
best presented bike with their 1970 Jawa 
Californian. Dennis Young won the Brian 
Hopkins Memorial trophy for PV/PW. In 
all there were 57 entrants in this popular 
annual event.

Our Shiny parts auction raised over 
$500 thanks to members joining in the fun 
of bidding and for bringing a great assort-
ment of parts, books and collectible pieces 
along. All proceeds were for club funds.

Preparations are under way for the 40th 
Celebration rally of The Waitara Mini-Vin 
Tour which will be held in Waitara on 
Sunday 24 February 2013. A booklet is 
being compiled with photos and write ups 
and historical records of the past Mini-Vin 
events. A plaque will be struck. This will 
be a rally that will have sponsored spot 
prizes including a 32” Panasonic LCD TV 
for members and will be celebrating the 
Mini Vin rallies that have been held over 

the last 40 years. Entries will be open from 
December.

A Christmas barbecue midday lunch, 
has been organised for December. Club 
members from kindred motoring clubs have 
been invited for the first time to join us at 
the clubrooms with their vehicles so that 
we can meet and socialise. It will give an 
opportunity for them to inspect our facili-
ties including the clubrooms, library and 
parts shed.

Taupo  Greg Nattrass
Our movie club night in September 

went off with a bang. Being a cold night 
the heaters were cranked up, the popcorn 
ready, and everyone seated. The movie 
started, then a short in the main power 
board in the clubrooms took out the power. 
The decision was made to postpone the 
evening to the following week.

We finally got to enjoy Carry On Matron 
and Clint Eastwood’s Every which way but 
loose a week later. A Branch run saw the 
members participating in a 30-minute drive 
to end up back at our clubrooms, where 
the committee had prepared our annual 
Champagne breakfast. 

In October we were privileged to have 
Tom Slavin from the Taupo Police. Tom is 
an unsworn Police staff member, who is in 
charge of intelligence for the local area. His 
job is to get to know the crime areas and 
known criminals and then try to eliminate 
the crimes. Tom made our members more 
aware of security and also happenings that 
they previously might not have known 
about in our town. 

We had a change to our normal 
October run this year, and moved our posh 
afternoon tea forward a month earlier to 
coincide with Labour weekend. This was 
planned to be on the south domain in 
town, so we could display our cars to the 
public. Unfortunately the afternoon tea 
was washed out, and we resorted to using 
our clubrooms.

Waikato  Ian Patton
Summer is coming and our Waikato 

weekends are full of motoring activities 
again. Saturday 10 November saw over 
20 Veteran vehicles head away from their 
Te Awamutu start point in our Annual 
Veteran Rally.

Sunday 18 November was our Annual 
Swap meet held at Cambridge Raceway.  
This is proving very popular and no doubt 
profitable to vendors from all over our 
region and certainly worth a visit if you 
haven’t yet been.

Club nights have been well patronised 
with nearly 80 people coming along to hear 
Mr David White speak about the murder 
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of his adult daughter Helen Meads and his 
work in preventing violence in families. 
David spoke with a lot of passion and his 
book Helen was available for purchase on 
the night.

On 1 December our members have 
been formally invited to attend the 
Gala Opening of a new car museum in 
Hamilton. A purpose built building which 
houses a collection of early Vintage vehicles 
and a few American cars never seen before 
together with masses of memorabilia and 
signs collected by the Hamilton enthusiast 
Tom Andrews from around the world. The 
museum will be open to the public from 1 
December and well worth stopping for.

We have a rally weekend away in the 
Coromandel and our Christmas Social to 
look forward to before the Christmas break.

Wairarapa   Kevin Ball
Wairarapa club members have been 

enjoying success far from home.
Barry and Linda Wells took their bike 

to Taranaki for the Rubber Duckie and 
returned with the overall win and first 
Combination prize. Another Wairarapa 
member, Bruce Hill, was second in the 
Post-War division on his 1954 BSA. 

Meanwhile, Jean and Tom Mitchelmore 
joined Tony and Myrna Lane in Petal, 
their 1929 Willys Knight and Paul and 
Judi Lamb in their Model A truck as they 
made their way up the island to Whangarei 
and their big rally. Paul and Judi were the 
winners, so the long journey was worth it. 

Then the long trip home, interspersed with 
punctures.

On the local scene, Howard and Marion 
Sims, in a 1927 Austin, took top honours in 
the Janice Groves Memorial Rally through 
the urban areas of Masterton, Gladstone 
and Carterton. The cars were directed 
through the grounds of a local retirement 
home, which startled the natives. The 
navigator’s spoon went to John Curtis, 
son of Chevrolet driver Doug Curtis, and 
second overall was Pat Dutton.

As this is written, Masterton man 
Roger Gardner is leading a centennial 
re-enactment of the 1912 Model T Ford 
expedition up the “middle” of the North 
Island through the King Country from 
Wellington to Auckland. An amazing 30 
Model Ts were entered for this event.

The other big preoccupation at the club 
is the North Island Easter Rally, being held 
in Masterton. Entries are already being 
received, so if people are looking for accom-
modation now would be a good time to get 
your entries in.

Waitemata  Di Humphries
The invitation to be part of the Car 

Club display at the Ardmore Airfield for 
the first flight of the Mosquito was too 
good an invitation for Waitemata’ites to 
refuse, so at the crack of dawn on Saturday 
29 September there was a traffic jam of 
Vintage and Classic cars all trying to get in 
the one gate dedicated to us at the Airfield. 
It was a perfect day with the warmth 

making you feel like summer was here and 
enough cloud to give good visibility to see 
the flying aircraft. The public kept coming 
in by the hundreds and by early afternoon 
there were no tickets left!

Seeing and hearing those magnificent 
Merlin engines was very emotional; lots 
of throat clearing and wiping of the eyes. 
Brilliant day!

Our Chairman, Capt. Ian Bradley, held 
his Lunch and Shed Raid on Sunday 28 
October which was a great success. One 
could be excused for feeling we were aboard 
ship with our nautical set of instructions; 
raise steam, slip moorings, port rudder, hard 
a starboard. We travelled north to get to to 
Waitoki for lunch. Then on to Coatsville 
to raid the sheds of the Shaw Brothers. 
These two brothers have many sheds of 
mostly American and English Vintage and 
Classic cars, motorcycles and the odd truck 
and tractor thrown in. The brothers claim 
they saved most of this machinery from 
the scrap heap and that most of them are 
runners. 

Due to the very recent announce-
ment of the V8’s Meeting at Pukekohe 
the same weekend that we had chosen 
for our Roycroft Trophy Weekend 2013, 
the Waitemata Committee and Hampton 
Downs Management decided we couldn’t 
compete with that lot so we have changed 
our Roycroft Trophy Weekend 2013 to be 
Easter Saturday 30 and Sunday 31 March. 
With Bay of Plenty Trig Road Hillclimb 
the following weekend we hope some keen 

Waitemata: Mosquito in flight at Ardmore 
Airfield.

Wairarapa: On their way to victory -the Wells 
riding over the top of the Strathmore Saddle.

Wairarapa: : Barry and Linda Wells collect the 
goodies from the Rubber Duckie Rally.

Wairarapa: The Sims complete the Janice Groves 
Rally.

Wairarapa: Howard and Marion Sims, winners of 
the Janice Groves Memorial Rally.

Wairarapa: Les and Margaret Poole in their Alvis.
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Southerners will come and join us for these 
two motoring weekends!?

Wellsford/Warkworth  Gloria Lawrie
Grant Stott a founder member of our 

Branch, and a current member, attended 
Northland’s 50th Birthday celebrations on 
15 September.

In September 23 members visited the 
Devonport Naval Base for lunch followed 
by a conducted tour with a Naval cadet. 
Lots of information about the Navy’s role 
in WWI and WWII with excellent displays 
within the Museum.

The 43rd Kowhai Festival on Saturday 
6 October saw six of our members’ vehicles 
being displayed.

The October run was to the Riverhead 
Tavern for lunch. At our October dinner 
we had a local solicitor Stephanie Paxton-
Penman talk to us about wills and the 
many pitfalls that can occur if a will is not 
correctly worded.

Around the Branch: Doug Hamilton has 
installed a rebuilt motor in the Morris 6. 
Ann Richardson’s Riley Saloon is having 
an engine rebuild. Chris Feild’s recent 
purchase of a mid 50s Daimler is undergoing 
a tidy-up. Paul Hicks is selling the 1910 
Napier; he is now seriously into restoring 
his T50 Bugatti. Trevor and Jane Managh 
have purchased a 1955 Humber 80 to add 
to the fleet. James Welch has prepared a 
set of Rally Rules and Interpretations for 
plotters and competitors which has been 

approved by the Branch and will be circu-
lated to our members. 

In November a number of branch 
members will take part in the 40th Far 
North Tour

West Coast   Hemi Te Rakau
It seems to be the year for milestones, 

celebrations, national and international 
gatherings for reasons of sport, relation-
ships and competitive events. On the 
West Coast, the branch held a significant 
occasion hosted at the internationally-
known Hokitika Gorge. The deep turquoise 
colour of the waters as they moved 
downstream, through the gorge and under 
the swing bridge were witness to a celebra-
tion held by members to mark the 80th 
anniversary of another marque. Branch 
member Ross Turner, proudly supported 
by his wife Kaye, celebrated his 80th 
birthday in an afternoon of sunshine and 

good humour from all. Ross has been a 
member of the West Coast branch for 15 
years and has had vehicles like a 1929 
Pontiac and now currently has a 10 horse-
power Vauxhall saloon which Kaye helps to 
pilot when driving to many of the branch 
events. Ross spent quite a few years working 
literally “on the road” for the then Selwyn 
County Council where he drove graders 
and a pick and shovel in all weathers over 
many miles of Canterbury back roads. He 
has also been known to put out a good tune 
when in fine voice which is not surprising 
as he spent many formative years as a choir 
boy in the Christchurch Cathedral choir. 
Sadly his boyhood musical playground is 
no more. So be very careful when speaking 
of tuning the notes of engines, as Ross 
may hear and burst into a tune of his own! 
Happy birthday young fella and we all wish 
you many more of them to come. 

Waitemata: A very small part of the Shaw 
Brothers car collection.

West Coast: Ross & Kaye Turner. West Coast: Ross cuts his birthday cake as Kaye 
leans out of knife range and John Rothery trembles.

West Coast: The Turners and their 1948 Vauxhall 
10hp.

West Coast: Branch members assemble for 
birthday cake.

Waitemata: Waitemata’ites await the start of Capt. Bradley’s Run.
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William (Bill) Arthur Andrew 
Clouston
23 July 1934 – 3 October 2012

Bill had been a very active member of 
the Vintage Car Club since joining the 
Rotorua Branch in 1977. He soon became 
an integral part of the Club and had just 
been awarded his 35 year badge at the 
Annual Prize Giving Dinner. 

During Bill’s time with the Club he 
held the office positions of Chairman 
and Club Captain. He also served on the 
Committee for many years.  

He was always ready to help other 
members with their mechanical problems, 
having been in the motor trade industry 
all his working life and also having his 
own well set up and pristine workshop 
at home. He restored two Morris Minors, 
one a convertible low light, and also a 
1938 Dodge D8 which originally was 
the family car and has been extensively 
rallied ever since. 

In latter years he became involved with 
the St. Johns Ambulance movement and 
gave his time voluntarily, driving their 
health shuttle service. He also kept our 
Branch up to date with first aid methods.

He and Dorothy between them set 
many rallies and outings and Bill will be 
sorely missed by the membership.

Our sincere condolences go to Dorothy 
and their family.

Club nights and outings will never be 
quite the same again.

 Jackie Mowbray

Walter (Wally) Bertram Hunt
26 August 1930 - 27 September 2012

Walter (Wally, as we all knew him) 
Hunt was born in Inglewood, Taranaki 
and spent all his school years in the 
Dudley Road area. He joined the army in 
1948 and served 12 years in the Electrical, 
Mechanical and Engineers section at Fort 
Dorset Wellington, and Waiouru and 
New Plymouth. 

Wally returned to civilian life and 
took up a position as factory manager 
of Kibbys metal pressing shop in New 
Plymouth. Wally joined the Vintage 
Car Club Taranaki Branch in 1970 as 
a result of visiting the 1970 National 
Rally at Pukekura Park. He started a 
business partnership as Egmont Pressed 
Components in 1974 which he success-
fully ran until his retirement. 

 He was married to Rosalene for 60 
years whom he met in Wellington and 
had a family of one son Kevin and two 
daughters Judith and Sherril. 

Wally was elected on to the Taranaki 
Branch committee in 1972 which was the 
start of his long and appreciated service 
to this branch, serving in the positions 
of Chairman, Secretary, Motor Cycle 
Rep., Club Captain, Committee, Delegate 
and laterly was Branch custodian for six 
years as well as taking responsibility for 
compiling the branch scrap books and 
keeping the honours and restoration 
boards up to date and our clubrooms fully 
stocked. He was associated with 31 out of 
33 Rubber Duckie Motorcycle rallies in 
which he was involved in either organ-
ising or as a competitor. He has had 42 
years involvement with our branch.

 In 1978 Wally and Rosalene attended 
the National North Island Todd Park 
Easter rally in their newly restored 1928 
Austin 16/6 Burnham. They very deserv-
edly won the “Todd Park Trophy for 
Restoration Achievement”. This trophy 

was awarded for the first time at this rally 
in 1978. This was an outstanding achieve-
ment. 

After owning this Austin for many 
years it was sold and numerous other 
club eligible cars and motorcycles were 
owned, restored and raillied throughout 
New Zealand, as well as riding a motor 
cycle and side chair in Australia including 
Tasmania and as pillion passenger or rider 
in England. Wally was always accompa-
nied by his wife Rosalene who had also 
joined the VCC.

Wally Hunt has been an outstanding 
member of the Taranaki branch and had 
made many friends from all walks of life 
here in New Zealand and overseas. He 
was one of life’s real gentleman, a quietly 
spoken and well liked, passionate and 
generous man who was well known for 
passing his valuable knowledge of restora-
tion and motor vehicles on to anybody. 
He was a dedicated and hard working 
restorer of our branch who had continued 
restorations over the years to the highest 
standards. The branch will certainly miss 
his dedication and knowledge. Wally 
and Rosalene had just recently shifted 
to Masterton to be closer to family. Our 
deepest sympathy and thoughts are with 
Rosalene and all the family. 

Colin Johnston 

OBITUARY
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www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden

P 03 314 4422 M 027 221 8092 A H 03 314 4992

Classic and Vintage Restorations

AMERICAN

CARS

ENGLISH

CARS

NORTH CANTERBURY

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS LTD

MOTORCYCLES



For an obligation free quote call

0800 658 411 select option 2
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