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I have an old family photograph (includes great auntie Gert) which shows an 
early model car which I thought may be a Model T, but I now don’t think so.

Is it possible for any readers to identify the car for me? Photo taken 1917. 
Identifying features: has no front bumper, rounded top radiator with badge, 
large headlights, mounted quite high. Has people in back seat, is it a tourer? 
Has soft top, spare wheel mounted on running board and square split 
windscreen, not shaped to bodywork. Cowling is contoured to match window 
and bonnet. Has distinctive flats around mudguard profile and slight curve to 
front axle.
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Pictured here as found by Ivan Taylor, 
this RM is enjoying a new lease of life,  
page 12. 

Cars and drivers at Otaio Gorge on 
the 30th Summer Safari for South 
Canterbury Branch see Idle Torque, page 
58
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Ross Jones’ Locomobile joined the party 
in Waikato, page 14.



president’s 
message

Welcome to 2013 and the 320th issue 
of Beaded Wheels.  We hope you all had 
a relaxing and enjoyable holiday break 
and are ready for the motoring challenges 
of another year.  There are always 
achievements to celebrate at this time of 
year, and couple I particularly want to 
mention.  One of our prominent and long 
serving members from Otago Branch was 
honoured with a knighthood in the New 
Year Honours.  Many of you will have 
read in the newspapers that Julian Smith 
OBE has been made a Knight Companion 
of the New Zealand Order of Merit, but 
some of you may not know that Sir Julian 
is an Otago Branch member, and to my 
knowledge only the second member of our 
club to be so honoured, the other being 
the late Sir Len Southward.  

The Otago Daily Times is the last 
independently owned metropolitan 
newspaper in Australasia.  Sir Julian is 
Chairman and Managing Director of 
Allied Press which publishes the Otago 
Daily Times along with a number of 
community newspapers and also has two 
regional television stations.  Sir Julian 
and his brother are the fifth generation 
of his family to serve in the newspaper 
industry in Dunedin, and are descendants 
of George Bell, who founded the Evening 
Independent newspaper in Dunedin on 22 
January 1869.  Amongst the many organ-
isations he is and has been associated 
with, Sir Julian is Patron of the Otago 
Aero Club and the longest continuous 
serving member of the governing body of 
the New Zealand Newspaper Publishers 
Association, having served since 1978.  I 
know that he has a fine collection of club 
eligible vehicles and I am sure that with 
his busy life he does not get the oppor-
tunity to exercise them all as much as 
he would like to.  Congratulations to Sir 
Julian and Beverley, Lady Smith on this 
great honour. (See pg 39.)

Another prominent achievement to 
be celebrated on 24 February will be the 
running of the 40th Waitara Mini-Vin 
rally.  This small local rally was first 
organised and sponsored in 1973 by a very 
young Colin Johnston, who is now the 
Chairman of Taranaki Branch.  Every year 
for forty years Colin has plotted, organised 
and sponsored this event-, then hosted the 
entrants for refreshments and a prizegiving 
at his own home in Waitara.  Now I 

as we see it

Many of us are members of one-make clubs 
as well as the VCC and this small incident 
was passed on to me from one such club 
outing. 

The organiser thought he’d been creative 
in finding a few new country roads which 
many fellow enthusiasts from town might not 
have driven, including a few miles of unsealed 
surfaces.

He was about to brief the group and send 
them off when an entrant who’d taken a 
sneak look at his instruction sheet pointed 
out that “so and so” wouldn’t take his car on 
shingle roads. This small fact was apparently 
well known to everyone in the group except 
the organiser so he ended his instructions by 
saying: “Oh, by the way, if any of you don’t 
want to be on shingle roads, make your way 
to Cust village for a coffee, and the rest will 
catch up after the unsealed sections.”

The point of this story is to remind us 
all that Vintage types with cars designed for 
less than perfect roads can forget it tends 
to be the owners of newer classics with low 
ground clearance who may not be charmed 
by excursions on to shingle. When the group 
picnicked at their destination, the organiser 
made a point of meeting the shingle-averse 
car owner who turned out not to be particu-
larly fastidious about stone chips on his paint. 
His car was far from showroom new, and the 
crazed varnish on the wood veneer might 
have upset the same people who would have 
tut-tutted over the carpets. 

But what made his car a special candidate 
for care and his fussiness understandable was 
the revelation that he is the original owner. It 
had 11 miles on the clock when he bought it 
new in the UK 42 years ago before coming to 
New Zealand. It is unchanged in any respect. 
For anyone in a one-make club restoring 
a similar car, that vehicle is an invaluable 
template.

Now I know not everyone thinks origi-
nality matters, though give me slightly worn 
original before gleaming over-restored every 
time. Our club too needs to respect the people 
who own such time-warp gems and who resist 
the temptation to change or restore.

There’s a postscript too: It turned out 
the one owner sports car hadn’t taken the 
soft option to Cust and a coffee. The driver 
was even heard later to say he’d enjoyed the 
route. People may be misinterpreted; people 
even change. I like to think the car enjoyed 
the change too. It certainly lost none of its 
integrity by a gentle adventure off the seal.
 Kevin Clarkson

 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

call that a remarkable record of service 
to our club and especially local Taranaki 
members who have participated over many 
years.  As I travel around the country 
visiting branches I am constantly amazed 
at the number of our members who quietly 
give exceptional service to our club and 
its members in so many different ways 
over many years.  This type of dedication 
by many of our members is often taken 
for granted by the general membership, 
who in many cases are not even aware 
of the time and effort which is put in by 
these people whose only reward is the 
satisfaction of supporting their club.  Even 
amongst the most dedicated of members, I 
would be surprised if anyone could match 
this record, and on behalf of the Club I 
wish to thank Colin and hope that those 
members lucky enough to attend this 
event have a really enjoyable day.  Colin 
tells me that he has some rather special 
prizes for this event, and he has hinted 
that he would like to continue on, aiming 
for a 50th in another ten years.  

On 9 December, Christine and I had 
the privilege of attending the opening 
of the new Hawke’s Bay clubrooms.  
Following a rally around the Napier city 
and countryside visiting all the historic 
sites where the Branch had held meetings 
or had branch premises over the past 
fifty or more years, we drove past the old 
clubrooms and arrived at the new premises 
for the opening ceremony and lunch.  
Napier turned on the weather for us and 
it was a wonderful day.  The new premises 
has been carefully designed and is purpose 
built to serve the many aspects of the 
Branch activities well into the future. 
The building comfortably handled about 
220 people and 70 vehicles attending.  
Congratulations to Steve Donovan and 
his branch committee and also to Mark 
Jenkinson and the building committee 
for completing this building project on 
time and well within budget, see pg 39. I 
encourage any members visiting Napier 
to visit and enjoy this great facility.  Our 
thanks go to Robyn and Clinton Green 
of Deco City Motor Lodge for your 
hospitality and the generous use of your 
beautiful 1939 Buick Eight during our stay.  
We appreciated the decent earthquake 
which woke us early in the morning, and 
reminded us of home.

I am looking forward to attending the 
National Veteran Rally in Invercargill in 
February and hope to see many of you 
there.  Happy motoring.

John Coomber
National President
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FEBRUARY
 8-10 Gisborne Three Rivers Rally
 9 Auckland Annual Veteran Rally
 9 Canterbury Boot Fair
 9 Waimate Wallaby Rally
 10 Horowhenua Run to Coachhouse Museum, 

Fielding
 10 Wellington British Car day
 13 Rotorua Mid weekers
 13 Taupo BBQ
 15-17 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco 
 15-17 Northland National Motorcycle Rally
 16 Far North Craw’s Packard Museum
 16-17 Canterbury Annual Rally
 17 Nelson Club Run - Alan Moss 

Memorial Run & Motueka 
Museum Celebrations

 17 Rotorua Chairman’s Run
 17 Sth Cant Mid Island Rally
 17 Taupo Picnic Run
 17 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Sunday Run to Mahurangi 

Peninsula
 17 Wanganui Sunday Run
 22-23 Central Otago Ranfurly Art Deco Weekend
 23 Ashburton Night Run 
 23 Canterbury Commercial Rally
 23 Gore Festival Rally
 23 North Otago All British Day
 23 Taupo Show ‘n Shine
 23 Wellsford/Warkworth Swap Meet
 23-24 Manawatu Great Manawatu Steam Fair
 24 Gisborne Ladies Run
 24 Waitemata Long Day Run
 28-2 Taranaki Bikes Blues & Hot Cars

MARCH 
 2 Canterbury Moped Run
 2 Far North Kaitaia Show
 2 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble
 2 Marlborough WOF

 2 Southland Southland Rally
 2 Waikato Vintage Venture
 3 Canterbury Rear Wheel Brake Rally
 3 Central Otago Ophir 150th
 3 Gore Frank Robson & Clearwater 

Capers Runs
 3 Wairarapa Club Run
 3 Wellington Gymkhana 
 6 Wellsford/Warkworth Sullivan’s Bay Picnic
 8-10 Taupo Taupo Rally
 9 Canterbury Annual Motorcycle Rally
 9 Wanganui Club Captain’s Run
 10 Horowhenua Ted Green M/C Rally
 10 Sth Cant Mystery Run
 10 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 14 Rotorua Club Run
 16-17 Canterbury Jim Toohey Motorcycle Run
 16-17 Far North Dargaville/Far North 

Campout
 17 Auckland Vintage Muster
 17 Nelson Club Run - Rock ‘n Wheels 

Festival Motueka
 17 North Shore Posh Picnic
 17 Rotorua Club Green Run
 22-24 Southland Leadfoot Festival Hahei
 22-24 Sth Otago Weekender to North Otago
 23 Horowhenua Swap Meet
 23 Otago Vintage Venture
 23 Wellington Twilight Run
 23-24 Canterbury Vintage Country Fair
 24 Gisborne Club Run
 24 Gore Ladies Run
 24 Horowhenua Tri-Annual Triangular Veteran 

Rally
 24 Marlborough The Events Trophy
 24 Taupo Special Event for All Members
 29-1 Sth Cant National South Island Easter 

VCC Rally 
 29-1 Wairarapa National North Island Easter 

VCC Rally
 30-31 Waitemata Roycroft Trophy Speed Event

APRIL 
 6 Sth Cant Winchester Swap Meet
 6 Waikato Mooloo Meander 
 7 Wellsford/Warkworth Gymnic at Penny’s 

Farm
 13 Central Otago Golden Times Rally
 13 Far North Brian Parker Rally
 13 Waikato Annual Night Run
 13 Wanganui Annual VCC Castrol 

Motorcycle Rally
 14 Canterbury P Group Rally
 14 Gore Swap Meet
 14 Nelson Club Run - John White 

Restoration of the Year
 14 North Otago Hillclimb
 14 Rotorua Night Run
 14 Wairarapa Club Captain’s Run
 20 Wanganui Saturday Run 
 20 North Otago Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial 

Motorcycle Rally
 20-21 Canterbury Autumn 2-day Run
 20-21 Sth Cant All American Weekend
 20-21 Waikato Commercial Weekend
 21 North Shore Northern Raid Rally & Branch 

40th Anniversary
 21 Taupo Foundation for Blind Run
 21 Wellington Dawn Breaker

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy 
of the dates published in this column we advise readers to 
confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC National Events
2013
National Motorcycle Rally Northland 15 - 17 Feb
South Island Easter Rally Sth Canty  29 March - 1 April
North Island Easter Rally Wairarapa  29 March - 1 April
National Commercial Rally Gisborne Labour Weekend

Total     engine overhauls
Contact

Phone
Fax

Mobile

EmailShirley
MOTORS
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VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns
National Office Manager

Subscription Time Again!
The annual subscription advice for 

VCC Membership has been forwarded to 
all current financial members. To receive 
the discount of $11.50, payment must 
be received by the National Office no 
later than 20 March 2013. If you don’t 
receive yours then please let your Branch 
Secretaries know before the end of 
February so they can advise the National 
Office. Members who have not paid by 1 
April 2013 will show as unfinancial.

2013 Membership cards will be posted 
in early April 2013.

Please let National Office know if 
you have changed your address or sold/
purchased any vehicles.

The option is given for payment direct 
into the Club’s bank account. Please 
remember, you must put your membership 
number as the reference for the payment.

Credit Card Payments 
(National Office accept Visa/Mastercard)

All credit card payments incur a bank 
fee of 3%. 

Any payment made directly in to our 
bank account (which is available to all 
existing members and existing Beaded 
Wheels subscribers) is free. Just remember 
to put your subscription number down 
as the reference. This is important as it 
clearly advises us of who the payment is 
for.

Historic Race Licence 
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that this has not expired. If you wish 
to renew your Licence, please forward $23 
prior to the expiration date, along with 
your VCC HRL number or old HRL card, 
and it will be updated.

Executive Meeting
The next Executive Meeting will be 

held on 9 March in Wellington. Should 
you have any item to be discussed by the 
Executive, please advise your Branch 
Chairman or Delegate.

Wishing to transfer your
membership to another branch?

Transfer forms must be completed. 
These can be obtained through your 
branch secretary. Branch levies do vary 
between branches so the fee may vary from 
the annual subscription notice forwarded 
in February if you transfer after this time. 

Renewal Of VCC ID Cards (VIC)
Your VIC expires with a change of 

ownership or once 10 years is up from the 
date it was produced (refer front cover 
of your VIC). The National Office sends 
out a renewal notice approximately three 
months before it is due to expire. It is 
important that you complete this form. If 
there are no changes then all you need to 
do is sign and date the form and forward it 
along with your VIC or two new photos (as 
stipulated on the form), to your Branch 
Secretary. You do not want to be disap-
pointed by turning up to a rally with an 
expired VIC!

Nicola Wilkinson
Rally Director 2012

International Rally 2016
Words Nicola Wilkinson

Firstly, I must thank members both 
in New Zealand and overseas for 
their support and suggestions for 

the 2016 event. It is very encouraging to 
know that quite a number have already 
started planning to travel to Dunedin for 
nine days of fun. It has also been inter-
esting to receive your varied comments. 
I will endeavour to answer these through 
this column over the coming months.

The first topic is hub routes. It has 
been suggested by some members that 
we hold separate events for vehicles of 
similar age: Veteran up to Post Vintage 
vehicles rallying the first week with a 
completely separate rally the following 
week for the Post War up to the P80 
classes. Both groups would get together 
over the middle weekend for the public 
day and speed event. Then on the flip 
side to this is a request from members 
who would like the opportunity to travel 
with other entrants regardless of class. 
Their reason for this is that they usually 

only get to see entrants and cars in the 
same rally route group as themselves 
and they would like the opportunity to 
meet new friends and see more of the 
vehicles, which usually only happens on 
the open day. If you consider the number 
of entrants that were at Invercargill in 
2006 and Wanganui last year, this can be 
quite a sizeable task. 

The trains of thought behind these 
suggestions are very understandable. The 
Vintage Car Club caters for vehicles over 
30 years old so the age difference of 
vehicles at the rally could span more 
than 80 years and we know that the 
more modern vehicles are capable of 
travelling longer distances. This also 
gives members the choice to enter more 
than one vehicle and compete over both 
weeks. 

However we all belong to the same 
organisation and will be attending the 
same event so why shouldn’t we all be 
together at the same time. 

To follow the first suggestion would 
increase our fixed expenses as we would 
require venues and equipment hire for 
a longer period and may not be able to 
cover this extra cost entirely through 
sponsorship. The second suggestion 
centres around the hub route groups and 
the possibility of having different groups 
travelling to the same venue so you get 
to travel with different people each day.  
There may be a way we can incorporate 
some aspects of both suggestions into the 
event so we will look into this as part of 
the route planning. 

I’m hoping that I will be able to meet 
as many members as possible before 
the event so Mark and I are heading to 
Timaru to take part in the South Island 
Easter Rally – we look forward to seeing 
you there. 
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Looking for a vehicle
Are any readers able to help me find a 

vehicle which used to belong to my grand-
father. The vehicle belonged to Douglas 
Gordon Forlong of Bunnythorpe near 
Palmerston North. We purchased it new 
around 1914. Apparently this car was the 
first car in that district. I currently live in 
Australia.

Allen Forlong
61 4 116 53825
allenforlong@gmail.com 

Branch bequest
I read with some dismay of John 

Coomber praising the Hawke’s Bay 
Branch VCC management for their new 
clubrooms.

That this was achieved largely by the 
sale of a Rolls-Royce car gifted for safe 
keeping to the branch is a situation that 
I would feel deeply ashamed of. I was in 
attendance at the meeting at which the 
vehicle was handed over by a frail owner 
and you have to wonder what he would 
have thought of this situation, do you gift 
items to the VCC only to see them sold for 
profit? The excuse seemed to be the cost 
of maintaining this vehicle (it cost next 
to nothing to proudly display it at their 
clubrooms) And the wisdom of giving up 
a freehold property to take up a leasehold 
one next to a noisy speedway track, well 
really? I do not expect this letter to be 
published as your mailbag  postings appear 
to be quite censored these days but I do 
feel a point needs to be raised here. 

John Evans

Ed Note: We may abridge and correct 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. We do 
not censor. For more information on the 
subject of the Hawke’s Bay Branch new 
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clubrooms and the gifted vehicle please refer 
to page 32. 

Swallow information
I discovered the history of Jaguar after 

reading a heavy tome written by Paul 
Skilleter entitled Jaguar Saloons, and was 
quite taken by the transformation of a 
backyard sidecar manufacturing operation 
into what is now a truly respected marque, 
and one of the few surviving in the UK.

My collection includes a Swallow sidecar 
(under construction), two SS Saloons and 
various other models. In an attempt to 
preserve a little of New Zealand’s motoring 
heritage I am interested to discover if there 
are any Swallow bodied saloons still in 
New Zealand. There is of course a really 
nice Austin Swallow OTS owned by John 
Osbourne, but it is the saloons that are of 
particular interest to me.

Should any of your readers know of a 
Swallow bodied vehicle (Austin, Standard, 
Fiat) I would appreciate hearing from 
them. 

John Endean
Phone 027 477 6535

Recalling My Jawa
I have always had a passing interest in 

old vehicles, and often pick up and browse 
through various magazines such as Beaded 
Wheels.

Imagine my surprise when I came across 
issue 275 for August/September 2005. 
The cover was an immediate attraction, 
as my father used to own an Essex Super 
Six coupe and a second cover headline 
Triumph Over Tragedy, which I didn’t 
read properly. In the past I have owned 
a 1952 Triumph Speed Twin 500cc and 
more recently a 1948 Triumph Mayflower. 
Searching through the magazine I came 
across the article on the Jawa. I called my 
wife over and said to her, “This looks like 
my old Jawa” to which she readily agreed. I 
still have that issue, and I do have a photo 
of my own bike and the fact it is the same 
machine is clearly obvious.

I purchased the Jawa in the Hamilton 
area about 1978 just before moving house 
to Greymouth, thinking that it would 
provide cheap transport to and from work, 
and from memory I paid about $100 for it. 
But work transport it was not to be, not 
yet anyway. A couple of years later, the 
situation on the job front changed and I 
was now working at Ruatapu as a boiler-
maker, while still living in Greymouth. 
I decided to resurrect the Jawa, bought a 
couple of spray bombs similar in colour 
to what it was (green) and commenced 
to restore it. Better check to see if it runs 
first I thought, and after a while I found 

the kick-start pedal was also the gear-shift, 
and kicked it into life.

What a noise, it sounded like the piston 
was hitting the head, and upon stripping 
it I found that was the case, as the top 
compression ring had shattered and pieces 
of it were embedded in the top of the 
piston. Not being able to afford a proper 
repair I put it back together after removing 
all the broken pieces and tried it again, and 
it did run quite smoothly. I used it to go 
from Greymouth to Ruatapu and return. 

I sold it to a chap who offered me $100 
so he could go sphagnum moss picking.

Robert F Hudson

Mystery machine
I found this at a garage sale, what is 

it? Can any readers shed any light on my 
mystery object.

Barrie Grant

Searching for a Phoenix
I have recently purchased a 11.9hp 

Phoenix ‘Victoria’ (rag top) car dated 
around 1918 or a little earlier. 

They were made in Letchworth, 
Hertfordshire, England. The company 
was making bikes, then cars, from about 
1900 to around 1927, when the produc-
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tion moved over to Ascot cars. The latter 
didn’t last too long, I believe.

My car is a single bench 3 seater, with 
a mother-in-law fold up seat in the back. 
It is a 4 cylinder, water cooled engine, 
like an early Renault with the radiator 
behind the engine and a scuttle bonnet. It 
has wooden wheels and old CAV electric 
lights (see picture). 

Now, my reason for contacting you, I 
believe there may be one or two Phoenix 
cars in New Zealand. If so, I would like to 
make contact with the owners, to compare 
notes and share experiences.

Any information will be most welcome.
Jim Mortimer
Box Cottage
SNAINTON, United Kingdom
jimmort2006@btinternet.com

A tale of two De Dions
I was very interested in the photo of the 

De Dion that won the challenge of a race 
to Dunedin and back from Invercargill. 
What puzzled me was it did not look 
like the car that I had thought was used 
in the race. Sitting at the wheel is Tom 
Stone and his brother Arthur beside him. 
The photo above shows the first car into 
the West Otago area and in the book, 
The Veteran Years of NZ Motoring and 
it is described as follows: “Arthur Stone 
takes the first car into the Kelso district 
in 1907, this De Dion was the car his 
brother Thomas used in his first motor 
race against RM Murie.” Murie drove a 
Reo car and at Clinton it broke a spring 
and was railed back to Invercargill.

Again Murie challenged Stone to 
complete the race in 1909, this time Murie 
used a borrowed 18hp Reo while Stone 
had by now a 12hp Darracq. Both came 
to grief, the Reo rounding a bend at speed 
and running into a load on a dray while 
the Darracq went over a bank.

I have also read that a Darracq raced 
the express train from Invercargill to 
Balclutha and did it in two hours ten 
mintues to beat the train by ten minutes. 
The year is not recorded but I would say it 
was also around this period.

The first car to travel from Invercargill 
to Dunedin was an 8hp Argyll in 1902. It 
was the first petrol powered car to run on 
the streets. One interesting aspect is that 
the Argyll was fuelled on Orepuki shale 
oil mined and crushed in the Southland 
town. 

Can anyone shed light on the two De 
Dion cars or the Orepuki shale oil?

Mel Tapp.

Finding our Speedster
On receiving my Beaded Wheels 319 I 

saw Les Poole’s Alvis on the front cover. 
I’m an Alvis owner, ‘28 12/50 and ‘54 3L, 
and have been associated with this marque 
since 1972 in Auckland so always read 
Alvis articles. As I read through issue 319 
I come across an article on page 17 about 
Pascoe’s 4.3L Alvis. I knew the owner of 
this car in the ‘80s as we both belonged 
to the Alvis Car Club of New Zealand. In 
1988 the 4.3 left NZ for Australia and in 
2007 I moved to Australia. In 2011 I again 
met up with the 4.3 and the same owner. 
The car was laid up and as our friend-
ship renewed I started work on the Alvis 
restoring mainly the mechanicals. I’m glad 
to say the car is on the road again with 
everything from the front bumper to the 
rear bumper restored. Testing has seen the 
car already achieve 4,500 miles and a rally 
of 5,000 kms is planned for April 2013. 
I see your article says the car has a top 

speed of 97mph. The Alvis factory listed 
the top speed as 100.6mph and now with 
the new higher ratio diff that I have fitted 
(ex-factory) this car has so far reached 
80mph at 2800 rpm. Maximum recom-
mended revs are 4200. On my reckoning 
that Merc 240 better keep a close eye on 
his mirror. But seriously the 4.3 is as the 
article from A E Ansell says: “a great car 
to drive”, and very comfortable. At 70mph 
here on the Bruce Highway in Queensland 
it is a dream and the car is just so easy to 
handle.

I have included a photo of the car from 
last year after the motor was just put back 
in.

Thanks to the team on Beaded Wheels. 
What a great job you all do, I look forward 
to keeping in touch with the VCC in NZ.

Derek Dixon. Member.
Maroochydore Qld.

Race winning De Dion?

Pascoe’s 1936 Alvis 4.3 litre.

8 Beaded Wheels



100 YEARS AGO
1913 – The Christchurch Press reported on 
the arrival of three new British BSA cars. 
Two models were available. One was a 15hp 
car fitted with what the reporter called a 
Knight–Daimler engine and detachable 
Rudge Whitworth wire wheels. It was a four 
seater equipped with a hood, screen, side 
lamps and tools. Two 13.9hp cars were also 
available. A two seater and one four seater 
complete with all accessories including five 
lamps. Prices ranged from £400 to £435.

75 YEARS AGO

1938 – Ford’s new V8s, the 60 or 85bhp 
Standard and the 85bhp De Luxe, arrived 
here. The De Luxe was the largest Ford 
built; ten inches longer than any previous 
Ford. It was also good looking with its long 
sweeping fastback concealing a spacious 
boot. Transverse leaf center-poise suspen-
sion was retained along with self-energising 
brakes. Safety glass was used on both 
models. Cheapest was the Standard Coupe 
at £290, the Fordor costing £322. The De 
Luxe Tudor was £318 and the Fordor £355.

50 YEARS AGO

1963 – Small car fever hit motoring writers 
who were wondering which maker would be 
first to challenge BMC’s Mini. Rootes new 
factory at Linwood was beginning produc-
tion of the rear engined Imp in February 
ready for a May launch. Vauxhall boss 
William Swallow announced an October 
launch for GM’s small car which was ultra 
orthodox with an in-line front mounted 
water-cooled engine and rear wheel drive. 
Selling points would be roominess, lightness, 
economy, reliability, low price and simple 
maintenance. 

30 YEARS AGO

1983 – Turbos were common, but not turbo 
rotaries. Mazda launched their luxury two 
door Cosmo XG-S GT coupe fitted with a 
two co-axial three lobe rotor rotary engine 
boosted to 160bhp by a Hitachi HT turbo 
spinning at up to 100,000rpm. Top speed 
was 132mph (213km/h) and acceleration 
described as remarkable, getting from 0 to 
100km/h in 7.7 seconds. It was fitted with 
ventilated disc brakes and a beefed up clutch 
and differential. 

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by
Graeme Rice

timelines

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS
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there until retirement although he is still 
called on to assist on a part-time basis.

Tom has served on the branch 
committee since its inception in 1982 and 
has held most positions on it including 24 
years as treasurer. The major milestone 
in the Branch history was the hosting of 
the rally in 1985 to celebrate 100 years 
of motoring in New Zealand. Tom was 
the principal organiser of this event 
which attracted 37 vehicles, then a good 
turnout for the West Coast. In addition 
he has always helped organise the annual 
Scenicland Rally

Tom has had numerous club-eligible 
vehicles over the years and is presently 
completing the restoration of a 1930 
Chevrolet Universal Club sedan. This is 
a magnificent looking car and its re-birth 
has been fully documented by Hemi Te 
Rakau in Beaded Wheels No 305.

I note in Issue 318 of Beaded Wheels 
the South Island Club Captain is photo-
graphed presenting Tom with his 35 year 
award and Daphne with her 25 year award.

The New Clubrooms
As most readers will know, 

Shantytown,  situated a few miles south 
of Greymouth, is a re-creation of a typical 
small town of the pioneer era of the Coast. 
It features old shops, courthouse, black-
smith and other similar era buildings as 
well as a bush railway. It is one of the 
main tourist attractions on the West 
Coast. The present branch clubrooms are 
near this site but recently the member-
ship has negotiated to lease half of one 
of the large buildings in Shantytown 
itself and move their activities there. (For 
those familiar with Shantytown the new 

clubroom is next to the Livery Stables.) It 
is planned to have one part fitted out to 
hold branch meetings and the remainder 
of the building space to feature motoring 
memorabilia including three original 
bowsers. A dishevelled Essex car being 
refurbished has been earmarked for display 
as well. At this stage it is thought that 
the clubroom may carry the sign Schaefs 
Motors in deference to the historic era 
represented. 

The development will make for inter-
esting times ahead for Branch.

The Duzgo Car
The Duzgo Manufacturing Company 

Ltd. of Whataroa, South Westland was 
formed on 21 September 1976. It had three 
directors, brothers Kevin and Rodney 
Giles and their father Bernie. Their 
intention was to build a reasonably priced 
road-legal vehicle to service the farms 
in the area and it must be remembered 
that in 1976 there were no such things as 
three or four wheeled farm motorbikes. 
Their new vehicle, to be called the Duzgo, 
needed to be light with low gears available 
to travel over the frequently wet and 
sometimes boggy South Westland farms. 

The first units produced by the 
company had 10 or 12hp Kohler motors 
powering them with later models using 
Robin 14-16hp twin opposed-cylinder 
engines. The box section chassis had a 
front suspension made up of a combi-
nation of Morris 1000 and Austin A30 
components and the vehicle was equipped 
with two gearboxes to achieve a low 
ratio drive. The back end rested on leaf 
springs and usually a Ford 100E or even 
the later 107 differential was used. Drive 

Tom Griffin
In Beaded Wheels 298 (June/July 2009) 

I wrote about the West Coast Branch, 
detailing its history and membership and 
concluding with details of its annual 
Scenicland Rally.

Since then I have retained an interest 
in the West Coast Branch and so was 
curious to read in Beaded Wheels recently 
that work had begun on new branch 
clubrooms. I have also noticed that 
occasionally, in rally reports emanating 
from West Coast Branch, an unusual 
participating vehicle has been mentioned 
known simply as the Duzgo.

In October when supporting my grand-
son’s hockey team in a tournament in 
Greymouth I decided to use up some time 
between games satisfying my curiosity on 
the two subjects mentioned above and 
made contact with Tom Griffin, a founda-
tion member of the Branch.

When the Vintage Car Club movement 
began on the Coast in the mid 1950s 
under the umbrella of Canterbury Branch, 
Tom was one of its members and along 
with fellow enthusiasts was instrumental 
in the eventual formation of West Coast 
Branch in 1982. He and wife Daphne have 
been keen supporters of branch activities 
ever since. 

Born in Reefton in 1945 Tom attended 
the local high school then began an 
apprenticeship as a motor mechanic in 
Greymouth. The Inangahua earthquake 
in 1968 caused disruption to the northern 
part of the West Coast and Tom became 
involved in driving trucks transferring 
relief supplies from the eastern side of the 
island to the damaged areas. 

He then worked as a mechanic for 
Schaefs Motors which was then the major 
garage in Greymouth, also with a branch 
in Hokitika. He stayed there for 12 years 
until Schaefs closed and he then joined 
the Grey County Council as a welder and 
general mechanic, working for them for 23 
years. Amalgamation of the local authori-
ties created problems and so he transferred 
to Vehicle Testing New Zealand working 

Words Grant Hitchings 
Photo Jeremy Lidstone 

the way we were

 “A thing of beauty is a joy forever” the Duzgo.
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was on two 450x18" knobbly motorcycle 
tyres. Two main models were produced, 
body style changes and engines being the 
principal differences.

The company had produced 10 cars 
with another 15 on order when the 
Government introduced a 30% tax on 
new cars. This was too much of a financial 
hurdle for the company. A personal call 
on the current Prime Minister, Robert 
Muldoon, by Bernie Giles to point out 
that tax had already been paid on the 
steel and that most of the other parts 
were second hand, made no difference. 
The Company closed on 10 February 1984 
ending the reign of the now famous South 
Westland made Duzgo.

The Duzgo rallied on the branch runs 
is owned by VCC member Allan Giles of 
Cobden just north of Greymouth. It is one 
of the first built and I was privileged to 
be a passenger on a white-knuckle cross-
country tour around and over the local 
stop banks and was suitably impressed. 
Allan certainly enjoyed himself anyway 
but then I gained the impression that he 
enjoys himself no matter what old vehicle 
he is driving. On the open road it is a fun 
car and I am sure it will be a regular on 
many future club runs. 

There is still a model in regular use on 
a farm in South Westland, with others in 
the hands of collectors around the South 
Island.

And I suppose if you wanted a very 
low gear, both gearboxes put into reverse 
would work wonders and the vehicle 
would be going forward. 

Of Interest
Readers may be interested in knowing 

that our new Archivist, Marilyn 
McKinlay, with electrician husband Ian 
spent time working and living at various 
lighthouses at four separate locations 
around New Zealand. This was when 
they were first married. In 1969 they were 
appointed to Cuvier Island where they 
spent 20 months, their only communica-
tion with the mainland being by boat. 
Marilyn informed me that the reality was 
far from the idyllic lifestyle that readers 
may imagine. Their next stop was at Cape 
Reinga where they welcomed the arrival of 
daughter Bronwyn. This stay was followed 
by a two year stint at East Cape lighthouse 
then their final posting to the lighthouse 
at the Akaroa Heads. In 1975 they settled 
back into Christchurch. 
 BW

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

UNDER THE NEW
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s
Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Auckland 2120

PISTON RINGS

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local branch contact 
details, or contact your local branch directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

Fiat 501s
Information and photo provided by Bob Scott

Very little is known of this car and possibly this is the only picture of it.

It is understood that most of the Fiat’s early life was at the Grampion Station in the 

Waitaki Valley and it was regularly seen in Kurow.

This picture was found on the wall of the Kurow Service Station in 1984. Geoff Owen 

heard of this car but was never able to find its whereabouts. In 1965, during the 

Haast International Rally, the motor was discovered in a shed behind the Omarama 

Hotel. At a later date Geoff found the remains of the body, a wheel and the radiator 

at Washdyke.
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I was involved in the motor racing and rallying scene from 1948 
at a time when the Riley saloon cars generally referred to as the 
RM (their model designation) were becoming very popular and 

I have many great memories of their exploits. 
I became involved in motor sport as a teenager spending a lot 

of my time in Gordon Wheeler’s MG Sales and Services Garage in 
Lyttelton Street, Christchurch. Gordon owned a small workshop/
garage and was an MG enthusiast. Before the war he owned and 
competed a pre-war MG TC. After the war he obtained the MG 
agency for New Zealand from Dominion Motors as they were not 
at that time interested in importing MGs. He imported the first 
TDs into New Zealand. His workshop became the centre of MGs 
for New Zealand for many years. Gordon raced his own TD and 
prepared other cars including Sybil Lupp’s very quick supercharged 
TD. I worked after school and at weekends in his garage and as a 
reward he would take me to race meetings and car club events as 
his assistant and navigator. He also taught me the finer point of 
race and trials driving; a thump on the left thigh from him was 
a quick response to my mistakes. Around 1950 I acquired a sports 
Austin 7 and with his help I took part in club events for several 
years. At this time there were several RMs competing and I knew 
most of their owners. The Austin went following marriage and 
house ownership, but around 1959/60 I purchased my first RM, 
a 1952 RMB model. This car was primarily the family car but I 
also used it extensively for Motor Racing Club and Canterbury 
Car Club trials, hill climbs and circuit racing. One of my rivals 
was Alan Stuart in his 1948 RM and little did I know then that I 
would eventually end up owning his car. I really enjoyed my 1952 
RMB but four children and two adults just do not fit comfortably 
into an RM and I reluctantly sold this car to present club member 
Clifton Whall who still owns it. It still has a dent in the boot floor 
made by the motor of my 1909 Riley twin when we collected it 
from Little River.

The Stuart RM (original registration plate 30213) was imported 
by Dominion Motors and sold to Curly Baker in late 1948. He 
sold it in 1950 to Arthur Kennard who did the modifications to 
the front guards by installing grills to assist front brake cooling. 
He also replaced the front guard side lights with side mirrors 
and fitted Morris Minor front and rear blinkers and stop lights. 
Arthur saw the potential of the Riley RM for saloon car racing 
and ordered a new RMB which arrived in 1950. The 1948 car was 

then sold to a Mr McIntosh in Woodend and Alan Stuart bought 
it from him around 1954-1955 to replace the Morris Minor he was 
then using and racing at that time. Alan sold the RMB to Charles 
Thomas in 1967, who used it as the family car until 1990 when it 
was put into storage and dismembered by his son who had ideas 
of restoring it, or building a special, but did neither. Ken Boucher 
told me about it and on inspection I recognised the wreck as the 
old No 7 (Alan’s racing number). I purchased it from Thomas in 
2001. It was in the basement of a four storied apartment block 
in central Christchurch. I dragged it out of its resting place with 
great difficulty and had it brought home by a transporter truck. 
On arrival at my place the driver informed me that he had moved 
“This bloody wreck” four times before for Mr Thomas and he 
thought that the next time it would be to the dump.

I had been looking for a good restored RM for some time and 
now I had one with a known history, but a wreck. If I had not 
recognised the car for what it was I probably would never have 
taken on the challenge. But after five years of hard work, lots of 
money and energy I now have a great RM to relive those memories 
of years gone by. I decided to restore the car as I remembered it, 
retaining all the modifications as it was when originally raced by 
Arthur Kennard and Alan Stuart, but it is no longer black as I 
decided to paint it the same colors as my 1909 Riley 12/18, and it 
now has a Napier Green body with black guards. The engine has 
now been fully reconditioned after a big end went following a day 
of nostalgic racing at Ruapuna. It still had its original white metal 
bearings, but now has the Kennard adaption of shell bearings 
fitted.

Alan died several years ago but his widow has seen the restored 
car and supplied me with all the family photos and reminiscences 
of days gone by associated with the car.

But what happened to the 1952 Arthur Kennard car? Just after 
he received this car the Riley Company announced their new 
improved 100hp model and Arthur regretted that he had not got 
this model which would have been so much better. He considered 
ordering another new car with the 100hp motor and selling his 
1952 90hp new arrival, but waiting lists and import restrictions 
meant that it would be up to two years before he could get one 
delivered. Not to be defeated he ordered a brand new replacement 
100hp motor and gearbox from the factory, and to the surprise of 
everyone it arrived from England in seven weeks, and was in the 
1952 car four weeks later.

At a National Riley Rally at Kaikoura 

I was given a copy of their club 

magazine dated April May June 1976. 

It contained an article about Arthur 

Kennard. As the current owner of one of 

Arthur’s cars mentioned in the article, the information 

helped me to fill in some of the missing bits of history 

about my car. This rally was the first time out for the car 

since extensive restoration.

Racing RMs in New Zealand
Words and Photos Ivan Taylor

L-R: A Stuart, A Kennard, F Pope.
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In anticipation of obtaining the new motor Arthur had 
contacted Don Ransley who was working on a Riley special 
based on a pre-war chassis and a 15/6 motor and offered him 
his 90hp motor. Don accepted and ended up with this RM 
motor for the Ransley Riley. 

Arthur sold this car in 1954 or 1955 to Malcolm (Wally) 
Carroll who carried on racing it as part of the “Riley Gang”. 
Arthur had purchased an RMF with a much improved factory 
prepared engine from Alistair Hancock who had imported the 
car privately. He later swapped it with speedway rider Geoff 
Marden in 1957 for his new Austin Healey which he had just 
brought back from the United Kingdom. Arthur unfortu-
nately found out that this car had only a standard Austin A90 
motor so he immediately injected a 4.2 litre Chev Corvette 
power plant into it. Arthur had many successes with this car. 
Although still working on the odd Riley he never actually 
owned another one. Arthur was well known for his mods on 
various Rileys. Some of the more memorable ones he did were; 
fitting an RM gearbox to a Pathfinder, fitting an Austin motor 
and gearbox to a Pathfinder and installing a Pathfinder motor 
into an RM. He also developed a method of fitting shells to the 
big ends of RMs and changing the angle of the con rod bottom 
end so that the piston and rod could be withdrawn from the 
top of the motor without having to remove the crankshaft. Has 
your motor got any of these Kennard mods? 

I am interested to find out how many of these modified 
cars are still around and what finally happened to the other 
Kennard Rileys. The current motor in the Ransley Riley I 
understand is a modified Pathfinder motor, so what happened 
to the 90hp RM motor originally fitted? Does anyone know 
where the ex-Trevor Woodfield, Wally Carroll, the McDonald 
Brothers, or the Hancock RMF and all the other “Riley Gang” 
raced RMs are?

Another 1948 car originally purchased and used on several 
trials by Burnham Wilks in Christchurch went to Otago in 
1949, and was recently for sale in the North Island on TradeMe.

I am trying to set up records of Racing RMs in N.Z. and 
their owners. Can you help? The RM series of cars were 
produced with both 1.5 and 2.5 litre engines. The various 
models were designated by the third letter A to F. 

WIGRAM AND MAIREHAU
Riley drivers and the cars they drove. 

MAIREHAU
1951 No 2, C A C Ransley Riley White 1089cc 100 mile race.
1952 No 2 R McDonald Riley Green 2443cc 100 mile race,
1952 No 2 R McDonald Riley Green 2443cc 20 mile sports/saloon
1952 No W K McDonald  Riley Black 2443cc 20 mile sports/saloon
1953 No 2 C A C Ransley Riley Blue 1826cc 150 mile race
1953 No 27 R McDonald Riley Faun 2443cc 20 mile H/Cap
1954. No 13  A F Moffatt Riley Grey 2449cc  25 mile H/cap
1954 No 19  A Stuart Morris Grey 918cc 25 mile H/Cap
1954 No 2 E Ransley Ransley Riley Blue 2443cc sc 150 mile 
1954 No 9 A Kennard Fiat Special Black 1100cc 150 mile 
1955 No 2 C A C Ransley Ransley Riley Blue 2443cc sc 30 mile
1955 No 2 C A C Ransley Ransley Riley Blue 2443cc sc 75 mile 3rd place
1955 No 10 A Kennard Austin Healey Black 2660cc 75 mile
1955 No 5 A N Stuart Riley 2½ Black  2443cc 15 mile sportscars
1957 No 35  V R Blackburn Riley 2½ Black 2443cc 10 mile saloon h/c
1957 No. 8  A Kennard Austin Healey  Black  2660cc All comers
1957 No 20  A Kennard Austin Healey  Black  2660cc Sports cars
1957 No 20 A Kennard Austin Healey  Black  2660cc Main race

WIGRAM
1949  C A C Ransley Riley 1800cc NZ Road racing Champs -3rd
1949  M Proctor Riley 1089cc NZ Road racing Champs -1st
1949  M Procter  Riley 1089cc Handicap race -2nd
1950  C A C Ransley Riley 1800cc NZ Road Racing Champs
1951  C A C Ransley Alfa Romeo  2300cc sc Lady Wigram Trophy
1952  C A C Ransley Alfa Romeo  2300cc sc 3rd Second heat
1952  C A C Ransley Alfa Romeo  2300cc sc Lady Wigram Race - DNF
1952  K Ransley Morris minor  918cc Saloon/sportscar -3rd
1952  K Ransley Ransley Riley  3rd H/c race
1953  C A Ransley Riley  1800cc  Lady Wigram Trophy
1954  A Kennard Fiat  1100  Lady Wigram Trophy
1954  A Moffatt Riley  2443cc  Saloon Car Hdc 2nd
1956  No Riley’s
1958  A Kennard Austin Healey 4940cc  Sports car race, Main Race.

OTHER EVENTS
1951  C A C Ransley Riley 9hp Beach Race Brighton -FTD

A Stuart on the grass track at Sefton Domain. Restored and racing at Ruapuna.
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Many old car enthusiasts have a fascination with steam powered vehicles, but 

there are precious few opportunities to see them in action. Some consider 

that in the early days of motoring it was only the electric starter motor that 

gave the noisy internal exploding engine the marketing advantage, whilst the 

flash tube boiler was a little too late in coming to the aid of steam. After all, a 

Stanley was taken to 127.6 mph over a measured mile in 1906, so speed itself 

wasn’t a problem.

Fast forward then, to Te Awamutu in 
early November 2012. Reece and Sue 
Burnett had put together the annual 

Waikato Branch Veteran Rally and had 
been in contact with several steam aficio-
nados. This double header weekend was 
to start with the Vintage Car Club’s local 
Waikato Branch holding a run for Veteran 
vehicles on the Saturday, and including 
those early Vintage era two-wheeled brake 
machines in a separate class, for a day out 
in the country followed by a celebratory 
dinner. The following day the Veterans 
were organised to be off again doing 
their thing, this time with the Horseless 
Carriage Club of New Zealand at the tiller.

Reece had arranged a perfect Waikato 
spring day for top-down motoring and by 
10am the 24 entrants in three classes were 
assembled in the local supermarket car 
park. There was soon plenty of spectator 
interest gathered – the strange noises from 
a bygone age have that effect on passers 
by – the slow thumping idle of long stroke 
motors, the hiss of steam, or the ever 

popular ugaah horn recalling life in great 
grandad’s day. 

There were some cars new to the area 
too this year, so even regular visitors had 
new model details to investigate. The little 
1909 Briton, a marque later absorbed into 
Star and driven by Kit and Rina Maxwell 
created interest, as did the very pretty and 
newly restored 1913 Delage AB4 belonging 
to young Olivia McNair, with grandad 
Wallace at the wheel. Bruce and Wilma 
Madgwick had brought their magnificent 
white 1913 FN down from Auckland, 
whilst from Taranaki came Steve and 
Virginia Oliver aboard their 1906 Cadillac 
on its first appearance at a rally.

Brass Model Ts were well represented 
– Phill Ward, Monty Scarborough, Neil 
Dobson, John Bayly and passengers 
enjoying the open air, whilst the Webster’s 
1915 Town Car would give them some 
protection from the elements. Walter and 
Alison McFarland from Whakatane were 
dressed for the occasion, 1915 Studebaker 
style, whilst that other Studebaker, Rosie 

from Tauranga, got in on the act by virtue 
of her two wheel brakes, with Jack at 
the wheel and son Paul van den Hoven 
alongside. Jack was heard to say that 
he only has a few copies of Rosie’s auto 
biography left now, so if you want one for 
your grandchildren you had better call 
him soon!

First cab off the rank for the traditional 
Saturday run, plotted by local members 
Ray and Jan Officer, was the Ross Jones 
1901 Locomobile steamer, followed 
in short order by Cadillac, Briton, Roy 
Benton’s Alldays, the local Hamilton 1909 
Darracq in the hands of young David 
Burnett, Nigel Browning’s 1911 Calthorpe 
voiturette, Madgwick’s FN and others. 
A veritable who’s who of early motoring 
marques which, if things had turned out 
differently, would still be making Mr. 
Kodak happy today. Eastman-Kodak 
bought the photographic plate patent from 
the two Stanley brothers at the end of 
the 19th century, freeing them to build 
steam powered cars for which the rights 
were later sold on to Locomobile. So it was 
interesting to note that it is this subse-
quently produced Stanley steam car that 
is their product still in regular use today. 
This was to be confirmed the following 
day when all four steamers present that 
weekend were assembled for a photo-
shoot, before heading off on the day’s run.

An interesting mid-morning stopover 
had been arranged at the Chris Empson 

Words and Photos Bob Hayton

All Steamed Up at the Waikato Ve

14 Beaded Wheels



collection of mainly post-war cars to oil 
the wheels of conversation amongst the 
entrants – but surely the Tony Gairdner 
restored 1909 De Dion Bouton sharing 
garage space would have preferred to have 
been out on the run?

The Waikato around the country 
town of Te Awamutu is blessed with good 
scenery and many traffic-free roads from 
which to enjoy it, the peaks of Kakapuku 
and Pirongia being the geographic features 
which stand out above the gently rolling 
countryside. And stand out they surely 
did on this beautiful spring day, while 
the hundred-year-old conveyances carried 
their admiring passengers around the 
picturesque course to lunch at Pirongia’s 
Clydesdale café. 

Time to allow enjoyment of the various 
points of interest around the village was 
allowed, before setting off again to head 
back to the starting point, to garage the 
cars and prepare for the planned evening 
meal with its entertainment. The latter 
turned out to be an ‘under the bonnet’ 
review of fashionable dressing from bygone 
days, put on by Jan Carter from ‘Deco On 
Alex’ of Te Awamutu and ably assisted 
by lady’s maid Sue Burnett. Pacemaker, 
anyone?

Sunday brought out the cameras again 
– the opportunity to snap away as the past 
came to life again. The steamers were the 
centre of attention – how often do you see 
four together quietly simmering in one 

location? Turn of the century Locomobiles 
from Ray Officer, Peter Le Gros and Ross 
Jones, and the one that started it, Nigel 
Weber’s 1897 Stanley which is reputed to 
have been one of the first six built and put 
on display in England that year at Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee Exhibition. 

The HCC run took entrants through 
more green Waikato spring scenery and 
via Tuhikaramea, and a look over the new 
Classics Car Museum in Hamilton. This 
was a preview trial for the new complex, 
which was to be formally opened in early 
December. The Waikato region may have 
been a little later in fully adopting the 
new fangled motor car back then, but 
there is plenty of historic motoring activity 
alive and well around the region in the 
present day.

 
BW

Veteran Rally

John and Jean Bayly, 1915 Model T.

Nigel Browning, 1911 Calthorpe voiturette.

1913 Delage, Olivia McNair.

1913 FN, Madgwick.

1909 Briton, Kit Maxwell.Monty Scarborough’s ‘T FOR 2’.

Steam Cars with organisers Sue and Reece Burnett.
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As we shall see, many names associated with cars originate 
from their ancestral horse-drawn vehicles. “In the box 
seat” is a phrase frequently used and understood by all 

and, although not connected to cars, it is worth discussing as it 
comes directly from the stagecoach. There was a strong lockable 
metal box fixed under the driver’s seat which held valuables, 
mailbags, gun and essential parts such as an axle nut and its square 
spanner, bearings and kingbolt. It was quite common for the 
driver to carry out running repairs as the terrain was very hard on 
coaches. The front axle and wheels 
(fore-carriage) was retained by and 
pivoted around the kingbolt which 
occasionally broke but, more 
commonly, came right out when 
the horses bolted and the coach 
hit rough ground at speed, tipping 
it over. The kingbolt was designed 
to come out to protect the valuable 
horses which could be seriously injured or killed if still attached to 
a rolling coach. The gun that was always carried on a coach was 
for dispatching a horse if it was badly injured, a not uncommon 
occurrence. The passengers were asked to walk up the road while 

the deed was done. The coaches usually had their roofs laden with 
luggage, those that did not had seating up there for six or more 
passengers plus three or four on the box seat so there could be as 
many as ten bodies swaying about up to four metres from ground 
level, counterbalanced to some extent by the inside passengers. 
The centre of gravity was very “grave” indeed. In a car we speak 
of a measurable factor called roll centre, the coach’s roll centre 
would be off the scale. With the rough, often steep, roads and 
the ever-present inclination for horses to bolt, rollovers happened 

often enough. When it happened 
and the kingbolt obligingly popped 
out the horses would charge off 
into the sunset leaving the driver 
with a long walk to find them, 
ride the fore-carriage back to the 
coach and fit the spare kingbolt. 
The driver’s seat across the front 
of the coach was naturally always 

known as the box seat and it happened to be the best seat on 
the coach for riding comfort. Cobb & Co coach bodies were 
suspended by leather as metal springs were too fragile for off-road 
work. The downside of this suspension was a fore and aft pitching 

Words Kevin Casey

On Carriages and Cars

With the rough, often steep, roads and the 
ever-present inclination for horses to bolt, 

rollovers happened often enough.  

Kevin Casey provide us with an insight into modern motor car terminology and how it is tied forever to the past.
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motion that often made passengers “seasick”. The effect was less 
noticeable in the box seat plus you got a good view and erudite 
conversation from the driver. The following excerpts are from Let 
‘Em Go by Ivan Taylor.

“For many years the most popular seat for ‘men of influence’ 
was the box seat, next to the driver. It was quite the usual thing 
for a reporter on the lookout for news to note as to whom the box 
seat passengers were as the coaches arrived in town. Sometimes 
it might be a member of parliament, a noted magistrate or even 
Bishop Harper, or some other person of eminence. The young 
ladies frequently obtained distinction by getting to occupy the box 
seat, and experience the pleasure and thrill of a drive behind a 
team of horses at a spanking pace. With drivers gifted in the art of 
palaver, the conversation would form a topic for the next month’s 
talk around the tea table, and perhaps be the event of a lifetime. 
Ladies who were able to influence the booking agent or the driver 
for their presence on the box seat, not only wore their best frocks 
and hats to impress the local gossips, but they also obtained 
distinction as the Christchurch 
coach swung around to the offices 
of the coaching companies at the 
very fashionable “Triangle”. The 
possibility of getting wet, cold and 
muddy was a small price to pay 
for the honour. From the comfort 
point of view it was the best seat 
on the coach.”

The kingpin in a car’s steering system borrowed the name from 
its coaching counterpart, the kingbolt. At the other end a rumble 
seat was the open rear seat on a coach – I wonder if that name 
arose from road noise which would be at its peak back there. We 
find the rumble seat in roadsters and coupes, the coupe name 
originally referring to a short four-wheeled closed carriage having 
a single cross seat for two persons, with the driver outside. We can 
be glad that no longer applies! The British called the box a ‘boot’ 
while the Americans gave that name to the baggage compart-
ment at the rear, which now the British have adopted while the 
Americans term it a trunk. Perhaps trunk came from putting 
travelling trunks in the boot. Some English coaches had a step 
plate at the rear, also called a boot, for a footman to stand on. It 
was de rigueur to ram home class advantage by making life uncom-
fortable for the hired help. According to G A Thrupp in his The 
History of Coaches (1877) the word coach, the vehicle itself and 
the idea of leather suspension all originated in Hungary during 
the 15th century: “The word coach in all European languages has 
the same sound and is derived from the town of Kotze in Hungary, 
where coaches were first built, just as Landaus and Berlins were so 
named from the cities that first produced them.” Not all coaches 
were stagecoaches. This term was only applied to coaches covering 
a long distance, requiring a fresh team of horses at regular stages. 
Stage length varied considerably with the type of terrain. It could 
be up to 20 miles but 10 miles would be considered an average. 
The term, “Booking Office”, comes from the stagecoach book to 
record passengers’ names. It was usually kept by the driver and all 
companies were very strict about its accuracy. 

The brougham body style was frequently used by car manufac-
turers. It was borrowed from the carriage named after Lord 
Brougham who caused the original to be built to his specifica-
tions. Like many others I thought it was pronounced “bro-ham” 
but it is actually pronounced “broom” or “broo-im”. The origin 

of pillion passenger goes back much further, to the days when a 
woman travelling on horseback sat on a pillion – a little side seat 
behind the saddle, occupied by the man, of course! Her feet rested 
on a strap-hung shelf. The idea of a pad under the horse’s saddle is 
seen on the car in the rubber saddle-pad between spring and back 
end. We refer to the company runabout, particularly in the motor 
industry where it is unmercifully abused, as the shop hack. It comes 
from the often equally abused equine hack, a horse used for hire 
or general work and can also mean an old or worn out horse. The 
hackney it towed was a carriage for hire holding up to six people, 
which was why the hack was worn out. We derive cab (taxi) from 
cabriolet, originally the most common carriage for hire in towns. 
Some had a little hinged “jump seat” just back of the dashboard. 
This seat could be folded away and its exact counterpart appeared 
in many large limousines and phaetons, in the 1920s particularly. 
Limousine owners, both carriage and car, liked to be able to hide 
their identity if they chose so it is not surprising that the name 
originates from a caped cloak worn in the former French province 

of Limousin. A light four-wheeled 
carriage with or without a top and 
having one or two seats facing 
forward is a phaeton. Many more 
carriage types live on in motorised 
transport such as charabanc, 
roadster, landau, berline, sedanca, 
coupe de ville and victoria. The 
dashboard on a carriage was the 

board between the driver and the horse’s bum. Rain, mud and 
whatever passed through the horse would “dash” itself against 
the board. I think they call it a firewall now but in the early days 
Americans were more accurate than the rest and termed the 
panel behind a car’s engine the dashboard and what we call the 
dash(board), they called the instrument panel – which makes 
more sense than dashboard, given its role for a carriage. Axle is 
straight from the carriage days as is the name of “running gear” 
for wheels and axles. A car was formerly a two-wheeled goods 
cart while truck drivers would recognise the general name for a 
carriage and horse, a rig. Its top cover was a hood and the smaller 
closed carriage side windows were quarter lights.

Stagecoaches were often given names such as Mercury and 
so on. This practice was also widespread among the owners of 
heavy-duty commercial wagons. One famous Australian wool 
wagon, built in 1913, was called the Morning Star. She (always 
a she!) could carry a 14 ton load of 94 wool bales pulled by 27 
horses. Many of the juggernauts charging along our woefully 
inadequate highways display a name – one from Dykes Transport 
happens to be called Morning Star. Hamlyn defines juggernaut as: 
“an idol of Krishna at Puri in Orissa, India, annually drawn on 
an enormous car under whose wheels devotees are said to have 
thrown themselves to be crushed”. 

When most of us of a “certain age” were brought up the men 
were taught to walk on the outside of the ladies which I’m sure we 
still do without thinking about it. This custom is a legacy from the 
carriage days when gentlemen walked on the outside to prevent 
ladies being splashed by passing carriages. Commoners (that’s 
you and me) were expected to “yield the wall” to the gentry. In 
other words: all hoi polloi to the gutter to intercept manure-laden 
splashes and so protect the nobs walking close to the buildings.

It was a different world. 
 

BW

With drivers gifted in the art of palaver, the 
conversation would form a topic for the 

next month’s talk around the tea table, and 
perhaps be the event of a lifetime. 
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Mid Week Tourers 
expedition to Wanganui 
Auckland Branch 

Information supplied by Don Howarth, 
edited and compiled by Bill Cockram

The Auckland Mid-week Tourers 
decided in October to head south for 
a substantial five-day run. With Norm 
Dewhurst’s reputation for plotting routes 
with numerous car and Vintage attrac-
tions, the route chosen promised to be 
packed with antiquities.

Day one started from Drury and ran 
down the western side of the Waikato 
River to just south of Te Awamutu, 
stopping at Chris and Helen Empson’s 
farm. The Empsons have a large collection 
of mainly British cars, but also own a 1905 
De Dion Bouton. In total contrast are two 
Jensens, several Rovers, two Bentleys and 
a replica SS100. The collection extends 
to models, books, badges and motoring 
memorabilia.

The afternoon run to Taumaranui was 
via King Country back roads. We made 
good time travelling in our Peugeot 404 
in convoy with Donn and Rachel Sharp 
in their MG Midget. In contrast to the 
morning’s car collection, the evening’s 

nod in the direction of nostalgia was the 
local railway museum. A great display of 
main line history.

On day two our party split; one group 
taking the boat trip to the Bridge to 
Nowhere from Pipiriki, the rest continuing 
the rail theme with a visit to the model of 
the Raurimu Spiral and then on to Smash 
Palace at Horopito. The concensus was 
that among the slowly rusting skeletons of 
many makes, Fords seemed to dominate, 
although Peter Levet found some good 
Mini parts and parted with some money.

While some jet-boated the Whanganui, 
our group headed into the upper river 
valley and the church of the Sisters of 
Compassion at Jerusalem. We also visited 
the Kawana Flour Mill and miller’s 
cottage. This restored display is in near-
working condition, requiring only drive 
belts to link the water-wheel to the 
millstones.

We overnighted on the outskirts of 
Wanganui at Wanganui Girls College 
hostel. Thursday began with a visit to 
Boyd’s Autobarn again on the outskirts of 
Wanganui. This is a car and truck collec-
tion, and features a Model T Ford van 
carrying a mini pipe organ. A 1904 Reo 

roadster was very attractive and there were 
many German bubble cars of the BMW 
Isetta, Lloyd and Goggomobile types. Also 
an early Honda S600, Rovers, Standard 10 
and a Bradford van in splendid condition. 
Pedal cars and models also featured.

Swinging round back to the north, we 
were disappointed to find ex-Aucklander 
Jim Baird’s restoration shop in Patea 
closed, but we braved the rain to stop 
and peer in his window. The Tawhiti 
Heritage Museum at Hawera didn’t disap-
point though. Among new attractions are 
a realistic diorama on trading and whaling 
themes. There’s a farm and power display, 
encompassing a large collection of restored 
vehicles and every sort of equipment and 
tool with a role in the nation’s agricultural 
heritage.

Having stayed the night in Stratford, 
we linked next day with those on the tour 
who had stayed at Whangamomona, the 
day’s official start point. This provided 
a day of good shingle back roads and 
included a section of route towards Matiere 
and Waitomo that had been used by the 
Targa Bambina Rally in the early 2000s.

Our final group dinner was at 
Waitomo, but that wasn’t the end of the 

rally snippets

Auckland: The line-up at Whangamomona.

Auckland: Don Howarth Peugeot 404 on the forgotten highway.  

Auckland: Church of the Sisters of Compassion at Jerusalem.

Auckland: The Veteran tour line up in the rain at Ongaonga ou
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tour. Otorohanga farmer Neville Davison 
has a farm equipment and car collec-
tion; notably four Mercedes-Benz and 
much Benz memorabilia. He has also a 
large collection of Levin racing circuit 
programmes. One included fellow tourist 
Peter Levet’s entry in Mini Cooper saloon 
car races.

Our expedition officially finished in 
Cambridge. The Peugeot had motored a 
total of 708 miles and the only major 
glitch among the participating cars was 
the refusal of a starter motor on a Triumph 
Herald to unjam itself. The car took an 
enforced holiday at the Davison farm, to 
be trailered home to Auckland a couple of 
days later. All in all a brilliant run; not a 
rally but well-plotted with detailed instruc-
tions. An experience not to be missed.

Veteran’s Tour of Central 
Hawke’s Bay 
Central Hawke’s Bay Branch 

Words and Photos Rod McKenzie
Twenty cars and crews entered this 

year’s event which started with a breakfast 
get-together at the St. Andrews Church 
Hall. But before all the dishes were done, 

numbers of young folk were seen being 
given rides around the block in many of 
the elderly vehicles. Being mounted as 
passenger on the seat of the Richards’ 
1903 Curved Dash Oldsmobile will be 
remembered by those young people. It is 
this type of exposure of our old cars to 
young people that will get them interested 
in our old machinery when they see the 
fun it gives.

A five mile jaunt to Waipawa had 
everybody parked in a paddock where we 
stopped to view a 1931 La Salle coupe in 
the last throes of restoration. It resides in 
an interesting shed among a number of 
more modern American motoring icons. 
A ride over the hill in Waipawa sent us all 
out toward Tikokino and a trip through 
a narrow metal surfaced road, in keeping 
with the age of our cars.

The village of Ongaonga was our next 
stop, but in getting there our organisers 
for the day, John and Margaret Cleland, 
had us all checked out for our nominated 
average speed by a microwave unit in 
case there were any “hoons” among the 
group. One Model T driver was caught 
doing 6mph over their nominated speed of 
30mph and the driver was issued a “ticket” 

at the prize-giving later that day “for being 
a speeding hoon” with the navigator 
rightly being blamed for not reading the 
instructions carefully and warning of the 
dangers ahead. 

While in Ongaonga, the group had 
the opportunity to inspect the old Coles 
Bros joinery factory which is listed on the 
Historic Places Trust. 

Following a drive into the Makaretu 
area the group lunched at the De Lautour’s 
home. Crews of the Veteran cars had time 
to explore the vast and pleasant gardens, 
and enjoy time with each other to chat 
about the variety of cars on the run.

The afternoon journey took in a local 
joinery shop where the entrants were able 
to inspect the wooden body being made 
for a Vintage Ruggles truck being restored 
for the nearby Ashworth family. 

Back to Waipukurau after an easy day’s 
motoring of a little over 60 miles. 

Results
1 Walter & Alison McFarland 1915 Studebaker
2 Wayne & Shona Richards  1903 Curved Dash
          Oldsmobile
3  Peter & Suzanne McCool  1917 Ford T Pick-
up

Central Hawke’s Bay: Lawrence Cocker’s 1904 Cadillac found favour as a 
chook house.

aonga outside Coles factory. Hawke’s Bay: The novelty bonnet mascot on 
Nigel and Judith Browning’s 1911 Calthorpe 
from Waikato.

Central Hawke’s Bay: The 1908 Holsman of 
Tom Clouson at the first stop in Waipawa.

Central Hawke’s Bay: Stewart Barton from Featherston’s 1908 Holsman.

 Beaded Wheels 19



Model T Ford
Centennial Run

This run was from Wellington to 

Auckland and held to commemorate 

the trip completed by Arthur Chorlton 

in 1912.

Roger Gardner and Chris Slater were the crew in the Southward Museum’s 
1915 roadster.

Monty Scarborough getting prepared for the rain, 1913 Ford T.

Cedric Pegrum in his 1915 speedster. Urquhart’s 1913 roadster from Auckland.

1926 tourer. President of the MTFCNZ, Neil and Lucy Cremer, drives away in the rain.

1924 tourer. 1912 T van from Otago.Neil Dobson from Te Kuiti in his 1927 Tudor 
(this car was once MP Mabel Howard’s car).
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The less powerful Veterans such as Tony 
Prebensen’s 1903 Holley and Stewart and 
Stephanie Barton’s 1908 Holsman happily 
competed with the larger and faster later 
model cars as there were plenty of breaks 
in the journey. 

Three minor breakdowns occurred 
during the day, the Perry’s 1904 Napoleon 
had a misdemeanour of the clutch, the 
1908 Holsman of Tom Clouston was 
overheating and Gavin Harris’ 1918 Model 
T started making unpleasant noises around 
the distributor area. Nothing too serious, 
and nothing to spoil a good day’s motoring 
for all participants.

40th Annual Taieri Tour
Otago Branch 

Words Kevin Phillips, photos Marion 
McConachie.
Saturday 3 November, 2012.

Early November, and the weather should 
have been be perfect for the highlight of 
the Otago Branch calendar year! Wrong! 
Friday 2 November, a nasty storm is 
brewing south west of the country. The 
huge cruise ship Sun Princess, has opted to 
race north from Akaroa, instead of risking 
the entrance to Port Chalmers, the second 

cruise ship of four to take this action. In 
Dunedin, tour operators are drowning out 
the bagpipes with their wailing! 

Friday evening, and the Rover is all set 
to go for the 40th Annual Taieri Tour. The 
rain came down and the wind blew, and I 
thought, this is going to be a fizzer unless 
it blows itself out overnight. Saturday 
morning arrived with bright sunlight 
penetrating the curtains. A look outside 
revealed a good dusting of snow on the 
Maungatua’s, but otherwise fine and sunny.

I fired up the Rover, then went inside 
to lock up. Jenny jumped in the driver’s 
seat – obstacle No 1. We headed into 
Dunedin with more snow on the hills, 
meeting at Memorial Courts on Victoria 
Road. Here, we were joined by about 50 
other vehicles, a very good selection, 
dating from 1912 through to 1979. After 
collecting our instruction sheets we were 
allowed 10 seconds to study a photograph 
which we would be asked a question later 
in the tour. On departing the car park we 
headed to St Kilda, Caversham, Green 
Island and Fairfield, then took the old road 
to Mosgiel. Left just before the railway 
crossing took us along Gladstone Road to a 
speedo check of one mile or one kilometre, 
depending on the speedo fitted to your 

vehicle. It was most reassuring to see that 
the Rover’s speedo was 100% accurate. 
Stopping at a VCC checkpoint, we were 
asked a couple of questions before being 
directed to our morning tea stop at J-Tees 
Conference Centre. Here, parking was at 
a premium with the final entrants just 
managing to squeeze in. What a lovely 
venue this is, with great views looking over 
the Taieri on one side, and the greens of 
the golf course on the other. 

After morning tea things became a 
little more serious. We received our second 
instruction sheet. We headed outside 
and Jenny commented that the lovely 
big Austin parked next to us had made 
a quick getaway. A bit quicker than we 
all realised, as it had run backwards into 
another car pushing it sideways, stopping 
just inches from a Rolls-Royce! Our exit 
was now blocked – obstacle No 2. Both 
cars were moved to reveal no damage, 
then we headed out of the carpark in the 
lead. We followed our instructions, left 
along Riccarton Road, right into School 
Road, along Puddle Alley then past Taieri 
Aerodrome. It seemed most strange, there 
were no cars anywhere near us, surely we 
can’t be that far ahead! Shortly we came 
across entrants driving in all different 

Otago: Drying off after the rain at Milton Park Otago: Lining up for the start of the afternoon run.

Otago: 1926 Chevrolet, Bruce and Lynne Winter.Otago: 1937 Chevrolet, Stu and Jenny Campion.
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directions, so I quickly re-read our instruc-
tions, yes, we were most definitely right. 
I said to Jenny, ‘We’re going to win this 
outright as everybody else has got it 
wrong’! Well that was not to be, we discov-
ered later that there were four different 
routes, all handed out randomly. I must 
admit that later it did appeal to my sense 
of humour, even though we had entrants 
doing U turns and retracing their steps. 

We all ended up heading for Outram, 
then splitting up once again. Jenny and 
I drove through Woodside, then around 
the back of the airport at Momona, to 
the railway crossing at Henley, which is 
where all four routes finally converged. 
The afternoon brought field tests, which 
required each navigator to toss quoits onto 
a post, and then several balls of different 
sizes into a bucket. Not as easy as it 
appears, especially as the sun had come out 
by now and did its best to dazzle everyone 
taking part – obstacle No 3.

By now it was getting close to the start 
of the afternoon run. I thought it prudent 
to visit the gents before setting off, but 
where is it? It was necessary to make your 
way some distance across the reserve to 
the camp ground facilities. Halfway there 
you encountered a section of wet slippery 
mud, which curtailed one’s progress 
considerably! Not good with a full bladder 
– obstacle No 4.

After receiving our afternoon instruc-
tion sheets we departed Milton, heading 
north. The sheet advised a little of the 
history of Milton, which was originally 
known as Mill Town. Of course there were 
mills here, including a woollen mill, flour 
mill and timber mill. Heading north we 
passed a little green building, which I have 
always thought was a little small to be a 
house, even an early settler house. Our 
instruction sheet advised that this building 
was the Toll House, when in the early 

days of motoring, this part of what is now 
SH1 was a toll road, and county tolls were 
charged and collected here. 

Continuing north, we passed through 
Waihola, towards Henleywith cryptic clues 
to follow the correct roads to our destina-
tion and finish of the rally back at J-Tees 
Conference Centre. Most vehicles arrived 
by 4.30pm. Prize giving followed. What a 
great day we had and a truly fantastic rally. 

41st Clutha Rally 
South Otago Branch 

Words and Photos John Cook
10 November 2012

The 73 entrants started the timed 
section from the Balclutha War Memorial 
Hall. We were led through Balclutha and 
to Owaka. It was then on to the Papatowai 
Highway with the touring section going 
over Gibbs Hill then through the Waikota 
Valley Road to Purakanui Falls. Many took 
the opportunity to visit the falls. 

After lunch some headed back to 
Balclutha and took advantage of the 
branch’s parts shed being open while 
others took the opportunity to visit Owaka 
Motors. The owner, Perry Moore, has 
some high tech machinery for overhauling 
engines (modern and Vintage). 

Another successful rally with Mel Tapp 
overall winner in a 1968 Rover 2000.

40th Far North tour 
Northland Branch 

Words and Photos Terry Lambess
10 November 2012

Once again the Far-North Tour rolled 
around but this time with a difference, as 
it was the 40th Tour our usual hosts the 
Far North Branch who for 39 years had 
provided the end of tour dinner would join 
us all and drive the tour and enjoy a meal 
at the Taipa Resort giving them a much 
deserved break.

We were joined by John and Christine 
Coomber and North Island Club Captain 
Bob and Debbie Ballantyne. John was quite 
surprised to find the 1965 Ford Anglia, the 
same as one he once owned, seemed to 
have shrunk somewhat. He suggested it 
must have been the damp climate. This 
year 100 cars and passengers set sail early, 
all away by 8.30am determined to avoid 
travelling in convoy. This was mostly a 
gravel tour despite the forecast not looking  
promising. The day started out fine so the 
gravel sections into the hinterland were 
dry and dusty all the way to our first stop 
at Maromaku School. Back on the road 
again and the rain finally arrived. At least 
it settled the dust. On through the center 
of our peninsula to arrive at Moerewa. 

In the afternoon we travelled on seal 
to the Te Waimate Mission and church, 
and on gravel again through Puketi Kauri 
Forest Reserve, now in steady rain. Once 
through the forest we returned on to 
tarseal at Kaeo and on to our destination 
of Taipa. Sunday morning was a farewell 
at the Far-North clubrooms plus a free look 
through the Matthews Museum.

Northland: Open tops in the rain. Seen at the morning tea stop.

Northland: Winston Matthews and Brian Wrack 
cutting the 40th cake.

South Otago: First outing for Peter Johnson in his newly restored 1925 Chevrolet 
truck with his navigator Martin Dodge.

22 Beaded Wheels



Fazazz and Son of Fazazz
… or one from our “expected-to-rise-from-the-ashes department.

Christchurch’s well-known motorists’ shop, Fazazz, was one of 
the businesses hard-hit and red-zoned during the district’s stream 
of damaging earthquakes.

Gavin and John Bain have operated from the Lichfield Street 
premises for almost 30 years in what was formerly the family’s 
wholesale store. When the major February quake struck, the 
authorities gave them just two and a half hours to salvage what 
they could before a total exclusion zone would apply. Fortunately 
among the emergency service personnel there were enough 
motoring-minded people to see the value of what was stored at 
Fazazz, and a concerted effort was made to clear a path.

All but a handful of the  many cars were extracted via the 
alley running behind the building, and as each car was taken out, 
Gavin was piling as much of the memorabilia as he could into the 
next in line to be driven away. In the end most of the cars were 
salvaged to storage and only four lost, one being a 1969 Fiat Coupe 
that had belonged to Gavin and John’s mother.

The Bain’s intention has been rebuild Fazazz on the same site 
and continue the family’s several generations of tenure, but the 
Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority (CERA) and the new 
master plan for rebuilding Christchurch look like blocking that 
hope. Where Fazazz once stood will be part of the new Central 
Bus Exchange if the present plans are realised. And in common 
with many Christchurch landowners, the Bains have yet to reach 
agreement with the various parties on land values and compensa-
tion.

The good news though is that there is a definite intention 
to reopen Fazazz at central city site. Gavin says it’ll be a slightly 
smaller operation when it eventually happens. As the New 
Zealand agent for Morgan he believes it is essential a showroom of 
some sort be re-established.

In the interim Fazazz continues as a website and phone-based 
business, though it has a bit of family competition just up SH1 at 
the small settlement of Waikuku. John Bain’s son Andrew has just 
set up as “Bain’s Classic Cars” in historic premises that were once 
part of Donaghy’s rope mill. Gavin and John are quick to deny 
there’s any connection to Fazazz, and John downplays any sugges-
tion father, uncle and son are in competition.

Family rivalry perhaps…?
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My wife and I came to New 
Zealand in 2005 and, having 
been keen classic car fans in 

the UK, quickly found the New Zealand 
classic car magazines. We soon settled in 
Gore and discovered the local branch of 
the Vintage Car Club. A little research 
revealed that the title was something of a 
misnomer as vehicles as young as 30 years 
old were eligible and we lost no time in 
joining. (As an aside, and realising that 
this has been debated in these columns 
before, given that the Club is the Historic 
Vehicle Authority of New Zealand, maybe 
a change of name to something incorpo-
rating “Historic” or “Classic” in the title 
would be less confusing and off-putting to 
prospective members?)

We found the members of the Gore 
Branch to be extremely welcoming and 
that only driving a modern was no imped-
iment to joining in on the branch runs. 
However, we knew that an eligible car was 
the way to go, once we were fully settled. 
This took a little while but, following 
my retirement in 2011 and the comple-
tion of our new house in 2012, I started 
looking around in earnest. Having owned 

a number of sports cars back in the UK 
(including a Lotus 7, an MG Midget, a 
Caterham 7, an Alfa Romeo Spider and 
culminating in a Lotus Elise – a wonderful 
car but far too young to be suitable!) and 
with both of us being Lotus fans, my 

sights were set on something of that ilk. It 
needed to be old enough for the VCC and 
sporty enough to be used for trackdays as 
well as being (slightly) unusual – I didn’t 
want to see several at every Club meet 
we attended! Research on Trademe and 

in Beaded Wheels showed that such cars 
rarely came up for sale so I was resigned 
to a long wait or importing a car from the 
UK. As an interim measure, we bought a 
1961 Rover 3 Litre from another branch 
member. Hardly a sporty 2-seater but it 
allowed us to do the branch runs and the 
2012 Festival Rally in an eligible car and 
we won a couple of prizes, too.

Then, while online and browsing the 
UK advertisements at the end of August 
2012, I spotted one from a dealer offering 
a “1974 Lotus/Caterham Seven with race 
history” and described as “runs and drives 
fantastic, very fast, not a garage queen but 
a very genuine extremely usable early 7”. 
This caught my attention as it was a very 
early Caterham, the Alfa Romeo engine 
was a very unusual fitment and the adver-
tisement mentioned that the car had been 
imported to New Zealand in 1974, raced 
extensively until 2002 and came with 
a huge history file. I contacted another 
dealer I knew nearby, who had extensive 
experience with Lotus/Caterham Sevens 
and asked him to act on my behalf in 
buying the car. In no time at all the 
car had been looked at and the news 

David North’s story of his “new” 

Alfa Romeo-powered 1974 Super 

Seven Series III 

Sexy Super Seven

We soon settled in Gore and 
discovered the local branch of the 
Vintage Car Club. A little research 

revealed that the title was something 
of a misnomer as vehicles as young 
as 30 years old were eligible and we 

lost no time in joining.
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was mainly good – it was as described in 
the advertisement, in good condition and 
did indeed drive very well. The bad news 
was that there was another prospective 
purchaser so there was no time to lose and 
no chance of negotiating a discount on 
the asking price!

The car was immediately bought and 
was ready for shipping by 7 September. 
However, paperwork delays meant it didn’t 
get on a ship until 22 September. By 
this time the history file was on its way 
and I had received a taster in the form 
of scanned copies of the original New 
Zealand Certificate of Registration, the 
Motorsport New Zealand log book and 
photographs of the car racing. The 43 
day transit from the UK to Christchurch 
passed very slowly but I had the history file 
to keep me occupied. This was fascinating 
as it included the original MSNZ logbook, 
copies of the Certificate of Registration 
and of photographs of the car racing, race 
programmes, the advertisement from when 
it was sold in 2002 and invoices for work 
carried out between 2003 and 2012 by the 
last owner. I asked Leitch MotorSport of 
Invercargill to look after getting the car 

road-legal and registered once it arrived 
and discovered that Barry Leitch remem-
bered racing against the car.

At last, on 14 November, the car 
arrived at Leitch Motorsport’s workshops 
and I was able to see it for myself. Much 
to my relief, it looked in good condition 
and Barry Leitch confirmed that it seemed 
to drive very well. (He also said it was 
in much better condition than when he 
last saw it!) We discussed what needed 
to be done to the car for registration and 
what I felt also needed doing for me to be 
able to use the car as I intended. The car 
was then left for Barry and his team to 
get to work. Despite horror stories I had 
read about major problems getting some 
cars from the UK certified, the inspection 
only threw up two minor problems and, 
possibly because the car had previously 
been registered in New Zealand, the whole 
process was quick and simple. A bit too 
quick as it turned out, I had hoped to get 
the car back onto its original New Zealand 
plates but made the mistake of registering 
it before enquiring and am now unable to 
do so.

Anyway, on 23 November, I was able 
to collect the car (now registered as a 
Lotus Seven Replica) with its new regis-
tration plates (GPL513) and drive it back 
to Riverton in the rain with no roof or 
side-curtains, but I didn’t care. Since 
then we’ve been shaking it down with a 
couple of short local hops and two VCC 
mid-week rambles, the longest being a 
200km round-trip. It’s great fun to drive 
and has very impressive performance but, 
a reflection of lack of use, has developed a 
few teething troubles – a failed alternator, 
a gearbox oil leak and non-functioning 
water temperature gauge and electric fan. 
I also have short(ish) “to do” list to sort 
it out for more regular use – including 
getting the weather equipment to fit.

As for its history, the car is a Super 
Seven Series III, chassis number 
CS3/3557/R and was invoiced from the 
factory on 1 May 1974. As a very early 
Caterham the chassis plate gives the 
maker as Seven Cars Limited. This was 
the name used by Caterham Car Sales 
when they took over production of the 
Lotus Seven from Lotus Cars in 1973. 
They were unable to use the Lotus name 
and called the car the Super 7. However, 
everyone called it a Caterham 7 and the 
name stuck. The factory archivist was able 
to tell me that the chassis was supplied 
to a customer in Yorkshire, England, in 
component form, less engine and gearbox, 
for the price of £1042.96. The customer 
was about to move to New Zealand but 

unfortunately I have no information on 
whether he moved before or after he took 
delivery of the car or whether it was the 
same person who first registered the car in 
New Zealand.

The copy of the Certificate of 
Registration shows that the car was first 
registered in New Zealand on 12 August 
1975 (as a 1974 Lotus Super 7) to Mr 
Michael Edward Austin of Christchurch 
on registration plates HU 3289. The 
recorded mileage was 300 and there 
is a note that the car had been previ-
ously registered in the United Kingdom. 
The engine capacity is given as 1498cc 
(a pre-crossflow Ford according to the 
Classic Motor Racing Club’s book Skidding 
the Tyres in Classic Style).

The second owner was the Park Lane 
Motor Company, Christchurch on 18 
May 1981 at a mileage of 5001. This must 
have been in order to sell the car to the 
third owner, Mr John Wyndham Gray of 
Amberley as this also occurred on 18 May 
1981 at a mileage of 5001.

Wyndham Gray raced the car exten-
sively – and listed it as a 1968 Lotus 7 
in the race programmes! Copies of race 
programmes in the history file include 
events at Wigram, Ruapuna, Lyttelton 
waterfront, Pukekohe and Levels between 
1981 and 1998. These programmes reveal 
that at some time between March 1983 
and February 1988 the engine capacity 
increased to 1962cc and I presume that 
this was when it was fitted with the Alfa 
Romeo engine and 5-speed gearbox from 
a Berlina according to Skidding the Tyres in 
Classic Style.

In May 2002 Wyndham sold the car to 
his cousin, Mr Anthony Fanshawe who 
had it shipped back to the UK in July of 
that year. He then registered it (as a 1974 
Lotus Super 7) in October 2003. At that 
time he applied to the UK Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency to have the 
original UK registration number issued 
but the Agency could find no record of 
the chassis number. This indicates that 
the car may not actually have been regis-
tered in the UK before being exported. 
The Agency instead issued an age-related 
number for August 1973 to July 1974 
(YJT378M), appropriate for the date of 
manufacture of the chassis. However, 
for reasons that the file does not reveal, 
he later re-registered the car TPX144K. 
This is an age-related number for August 
1971 to July 1972 and may be related to 
the 1971 Alfa Romeo engine which he 
installed.

The UK records that came with the 
car show that it had very little use during 

Words and photos David North
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Mr Fanshawe’s ownership. The mileage in 
October 2003 was 10,557 and this had 
only increased to 10,567 by April 2008. 
Subsequent mileages were 10,979 in May 
2009, 11,279 in September 2010, 11,456 in 
February 2012 and 11,522 when I collected 
the car in November.

Mr Fanshawe spent a lot of money 
on rebuilding the car – the file includes 
invoices for nearly as much as I paid for 
the car. This seems to have been a fairly 
comprehensive rebuild, including the 
installation of another Alfa Romeo engine 
(from a 1971 GTV 2000), chassis repairs 
and seat re-trimming, replacement of the 
“new alternator”, steering rack and suspen-
sion components, new Minilite wheels and 
tyres to suit, a front guard, nose-cone and 
bonnet with a bulge to clear the engine. 
(From the photographs that came with 
the car, Wyndham raced it with the front 
of the bonnet propped up to provide 
clearance.)

I wrote to the three previous owners 
seeking any further documents or infor-
mation that they might have. Neither 
Mr Austin nor Mr Fanshawe have replied 
but I did get a reply from Mrs Gray to 
say that, unfortunately, Wyndham died 
about eight years ago. Therefore, the above 
history has been gleaned from the papers 
that came with the car, information in 
the book Skidding the Tyres in Classic Style 
and assistance from the Caterham factory 
archivist. I have also found that the infor-
mation published in two of the marque 
histories differs in some respects from the 
chassis plate and the factory archives. 
The chassis number (CS3/3557/R) makes 

it the eighth chassis produced, according 
to Chris Rees’ books (The Magnificent 7 
and Caterham Sevens From Conception to 
CSR) which give chassis numbers between 
3550 and 4164 for the model. The factory 
invoice date (1 May 1974) means that it 
may have been one of the limited edition 
batch of 25 that were produced when 
Caterham relaunched the Series 3.

In his book The Magnificent Seven, 
Chris says that Caterham production of 
the Series 4 Seven ceased in June 1974 and 
the Series 3 was relaunched in September. 
He also says, in his book Caterham Sevens 
from Conception to CSR, that “the produc-
tion figures are as accurate as they can be, 
given the nature of the production records”. 
The books both say that all production 
of the Series 3 in 1974 was fully-built 
cars with Twin Cam engines (and “TC” 
chassis number suffixes), whereas this car 
was supplied in component form, minus 

engine and gearbox and has the suffix 
R. In addition, the chassis plate is from 
Seven Cars Limited not the Seven Car 
Co. Ltd. the company name given in The 
Magnificent 7.

The history file also contradicts some of 
the information given in Skidding the Tyres 
in Classic Style. The book refers to the car 
being registered HU5959 and states that 
Mr. Gray acquired the car in 1974. 
However, the copy of the Certificate of 
Registration that came with the car shows 
the registration number as HU3289 and 
that the car was registered to Mr Gray in 
1981. I have, of course, passed this infor-
mation to the publishers for forwarding to 
the authors.

 
BW
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www.vcc.org.nz | phone 03 366 4461 | admin@vcc.org.nz

Join us today - we have over 35 branches 
and over 8,000 members throughout New 

Zealand

When you join the Vintage Car Club 
you will receive each issue of Beaded 
Wheels delivered to your letterbox as 

part of you membership?

Joining the Vintage Car Club costs little more than 
you have been paying for this magazine and yet 
you receive all the other benefits of belonging to 
our great club including free advertising in this 

magazine. 
The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) caters for all 

motor vehicles that are over 30 years old but it is 
not a requirement to own an eligible vehicle in 

order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership 
application forms and branch details. Contact your 
local branch for more information, addresses are 

listed inside the front cover of this issue.

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue 
will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 or email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
Bob Hayton and Tracey Winterbottom. Congratulations and thanks for 
your contribution. 

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels 
cap!
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Amongst some circles the current philosophy is that proper Italian cars and 

motorcycles are coloured red. That’s hard to argue with when you cast a 

critical eye over Don and Marlene Muller’s 1923 Ansaldo 4C tourer. It is a well 

proportioned car and one can easily imagine that 90 years ago the new car 

owner would have been very pleased with his purchase; even though it is possible 

it wasn’t then red! 

The Ansaldo radiator emblem is 
a pair of crossed cannon with a 
diamond shape containing Ansaldo 

overlaying it and this gives us a clue as to 
the origin of the company. Founded in 
1853 and remaining in existence until 
1993, albeit with some ownership changes. 
Ansaldo was one of Italy’s oldest and most 
important engineering companies. Early 
work was with railway components before 
moving into shipbuilding and early in 
the 20th century they also moved into 
weapons making activities, including 
artillery, and thanks to WWI achieved 
huge growth to the extent that in 1918 

they employed 80,000 workers and had 
dozens of factories.

Following the war the military need 
for weaponry was much reduced and 
the company turned to motor vehicles 
to use the excess capacity. In 1918 they 
converted a factory in Turin to automo-
bile manufacture and the first car left the 
factory in 1919. The first two models sold 
were the 4A and 4B with the Ansaldo 4C 
following in 1922. A sports version of the 
4C soon followed. Called the 4CS it had a 
2000cc motor rather than the 4Cs 1850cc. 
These motors were constructed along 
conventional lines with the exception 

that they had overhead camshafts when 
the norm was side valves. Later still a 
new model, the 6, was introduced with 
a 6 cylinder motor of 1991cc and 50hp. 
Then came some changes of ownership of 
the company and although car production 
continued through the Depression, times 
were tough and car making finally ceased 
in 1936. The Ansaldo name did continue 
on some commercial vehicles up to about 
1945, although these were produced by 
other companies, and Fiat made some 
military armoured cars with the Ansaldo 
brand. 

Only a small number of Ansaldos came 
to New Zealand and this was as a result 
of a trade agreement which involved the 
exchange of our dairy produce for the cars. 
Only about five remain on the road in 
New Zealand.

Don saw the advertisement for this 
car in the June 1980 issue of Beaded 
Wheels and it has been in the Muller 
family since. In need of restoration, it 

BEHIND THE WHEEL

1923 Ansaldo 4C 
tourer

Words and photos Kevin Clarkson
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was bought from Otago member Paddy 
Williams and was owned by Life Member 
from Wellington Roger White before that. 
Restoration started in earnest in 1982 and 
was finally completed in 2010. Fortunately 
Don had the forethought to completely 
document the restoration process and has 
an excellent photograph album to support 
this. No doubt the lengthy restoration 
process was at least partly because most of 
the work was done by Don, with help from 
Marlene, and only the upholstery, nickel 
plating and some bottom end motor work 
being outsourced. This was a total restora-
tion and Don needed to make many parts, 
rebuild the wooden body, skin the body, 
do all the mechanicals, spoke the wheels 
and complete the many other tasks that 
needed to be done. The quality of Don’s 
work can be seen all over the vehicle but 
can be defined by the excellence of the 
work around the motor and under-bonnet 
area, particularly the wiring, and excel-
lence of the mahogany woodwork with its 

faux ivory inserts (to be “tuskally” correct 
Don used 0.75mm x 1mm strip styrene) 
around the dash and glove boxes. The 
result is outstanding and the Mullers have 
a car they can be proud of. It won the 
Canterbury Branch Restoration of the Year 
in 2010 and also won Vintage Concours at 
the 2011 and 2012 branch Annual Rallies. 

While we were preparing for the road 
test Don showed me around some of the 
finer points incorporated in the vehicle, 
particularly the RAF hubs and the special 
tool used to remove them. Very impres-
sive design these and I learnt that RAF 
stands for Roue Amovible Francaise which 
means French removable wheels and they 
were originally a Dunlop patent. The 
radiator was gleaming in the bright sun 
and Don informed me that the top tank 
and radiator surround were made of nickel 
silver, sometimes known as German silver. 
As mentioned previously the woodwork 
door capping and dash set the interior 
off very nicely as did the dashboard with 

complete instrumentation including 
speedo, oil gauge, ammeter, clock and 
the ignition, light switches, dash light 
and starter button. The dashboard itself 
was able to be swung down by undoing a 
couple of thumb screws to reveal the fuses 
and very tidy wiring Don had installed. 
The glove boxes behind their lids had huge 
depth and therefore a great capacity for 
storing the bits and pieces necessary for 
comfort in an open car. It all seemed very 
user-friendly and it was obvious that a lot 
of thought had gone into the car. I had a 
look behind the rear seat where Don had 
gone to a lot of effort to neatly provide 
a receptacle in the small space available 
for the tools and any spares he wished to 
carry. This was very well executed and 
was another example of Don’s attention to 
detail. Rear passengers in an open car can 
take a bit of a beating from the wind and 
weather and to solve this problem Don had 
fitted an Auster screen to protect them 
and again this was very well executed and 

Above and Above right: As purchased.
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completely looked the part. The exterior 
was additionally enhanced with twin side-
mounted spare wheels.

Once I had eased myself into the 
driver’s seat, I suddenly remembered that 
Don had previously advised me to wear 
light shoes so I could better manage the 
pedals and their close proximity to each 
other. Unfortunately, because we were at 
Cutler Park, Canterbury Branch HQ for a 
working bee weekend I was wearing boots, 
so this was something I would have to deal 
with. In the end my boots worked well 
and didn’t really cause me any problem. 
Apart from the close pedals, with central 
accelerator, everything else is in the right 
place and comfortable to use. The steering 
wheel is large but well placed and had the 
ignition and hand throttle controls around 
the spokes with the horn button in the 
middle. The handbrake is effective and 
is a little different as to apply it is simply 
pulled back and to release it the lever is 
pushed down to free the ratchet before 
easing it forward to the off position. The 
driving position is good and the gear lever 
handy with only the tightness around the 
pedal area a slight drawback. Don is aware 

of this and may modify the floor boards to 
deepen the foot well in that area for easier 
pedal work. 

The motor started readily and ran 
smoothly and reasonably quietly so off we 
went, with some caution initially, as with 
only rear wheel brakes I wanted to see 
how they worked. There was no problem 
as they were able to retard the car satis-
factorily although of course one has to 
drive accordingly. The gearbox was very 
smooth to operate and even though this is 
pre-synchromesh the changes were silent 
and without drama. The engine had suffi-
cient torque that on most occasions one 
would take off in second gear rather than 
first without a problem. Once on the road 
we were bowling along smoothly at around 
45 mph at which speed the car seemed 
comfortable and felt like it would do it all 
day. While its stated top speed is 65 mph 
Don usually finds it more comfortable 
cruising at about 45 mph. The steering 
effort required is not great and it holds its 
line on the road very well indicating that 
Don has set the mechanicals up very well. 
I didn’t get to go on a gravel road or drive 
it too spiritedly but it felt as though it 

would do all that was asked of it and would 
probably be a lot of fun sliding around on 
a gravel road and using a bit more of that 
40 hp!

This car looks fantastic and it goes as 
well as it looks. It’s a great car and a credit 
to Don and I know he and Marlene will 
have a lot of enjoyment using it on future 
rallies around New Zealand.

Specifications 
Engine: 4 cylinder ohc with displacement of 1850cc
Bore/stroke 70/120mm, compression ratio 5:1
40 bhp at 3000 rpm, 30mm Zenith carburettor, 
Marelli electrics. 
Single plate clutch. Three speed and reverse 
gearbox with no syncromesh.  Bevel diff. 
Worm and wheel steering. 
Chassis frame of 110x50mm section. 
Wooden bodied four door tourer. 
Front and rear suspension semi-elliptic with no 
shock absorbers. 
Wheel type, RAF, wire. 
Tyre size 4.50/4.75x20, twin mounted spares. 
Rear wheel brakes only. 
Wheelbase 9'1", overall length 12'6", front and rear 
tracks 4'3", ground clearance 9", curb weight 19cwt 
2qtrs. 
Fuel consumption average 20 mpg. 
Top speed of 65 mph. BW
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING 
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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The weather was nothing short of perfect to showcase the 
fabulous asset the club has built, with approximately 70 
club cars sparkling in the park-like grounds surrounding 

the clubrooms. Trees provided welcome shade and protection from 
the heat of the Hawke’s Bay sun for the many who attended. 

The day started with a run which left from the Ocean Spa 
carpark on Marine Parade, the route was planned to pass by 
previous clubrooms and meeting places of the Hawke’s Bay Branch.

Napier Mayor, Barbara Arnott, officially opened the new 
clubrooms and cut the ribbon with chairman of the building 
committee and project manager Mark Jenkinson.

The Mayor was very impressed with the new location and 
building. Having an appreciation for the part the branch’s members 
play in the promotion of Napier City and the Hawke’s Bay region, 
she wished the branch the very best for the future.

Club Captain Derek Gordon officiated proceedings and there 
were speeches from Mark Jenkinson, Branch Chairman Steve 
Donovan and National President John Coomber.

Owen Adeane, a foundation member of the branch as well as 
being the first Branch Chairman, had the honour of cutting the 
cake.

Presentations in the form of framed certificates were awarded 
by Steve Donovan to Mark and builder Peter Carroll in apprecia-
tion of their efforts in the building of the clubrooms.

The idea to build new clubrooms was born from the 2006 AGM 
when it was decided that it was not economically viable to extend 
the existing clubrooms at Awatoto.

The new site was offered to the branch by the Napier City 
Council at a very reasonable annual lease.

After many years of debate branch members voted at a special 
general meeting to sell the branch’s 1922 Rolls-Royce and after a 
member had offered to underwrite the project with $150,000 it 
was agreed at a further special general meeting that the project 
could commence with a budget of $450,000.

Construction began on 18 July, 2012, and was completed on 7 
December, within budget.

According to building chairman Mark Jenkinson additional 
costs of fit-out brought the total spend to a little over $500,000, 
but the club had also received grants and donations of over 
$30,000.

“An independant valuation on the building alone is $710,000 
which has rewarded the faith the members have had in the project 
and given them an excellent return on their investment,” says 
Mark.

The complex includes 170 square metres for spares, which has 
been completely racked, a library and archives room which has 
been fire-protected, a meeting and memorabilia room which also 
includes an area for the club secretary. It also houses a modern, 
fully equipped stainless steel kitchen which opens out onto a large 
covered deck area.

The clubrooms have been designed to cater for 150 people and 
has a very impressive lobby with glass front shelving for trophies 

New Beginnings… 
Words and photos Paul Wilson

The Hawke’s Bay Branch new 

clubrooms in Papakura Domain, 

Sandy Road, Meeanee, 

were officially opened on 

Sunday, 9 December, a proud 

day in the club’s history. 

The new clubrooms under construction with the exterior almost completed.

From left: Derek Gordon (Club Captain), Sharon Jenkinson, Mark 
Jenkinson (Building Chairman/Project Manager), Napier Mayor Barbara 
Arnott, Steve Donovan (Branch Chairman), Pam Donovan, John Coomber 
(National President), Christine Coomber, Moira Adeane, Owen Adeane 
(Foundation Member and first Branch Chairman).
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and memorabilia. The main lounge has been fitted with 12 
overhead speakers and an overhead projector.

In addition to the main building a tool shed has been 
constructed to house a mower and barbecue and other items.

“We are extremely grateful to all of our contractors and 
suppliers who have provided a quality asset at very competitive 
pricing. Also, to all of our club members who provided labour and 
materials, either at no charge or at cost price,” says Mark.

“Club member Peter Carroll was the building contractor 
supported by two of his sons while another member Graham 
Newrick handled the plumbing work. Other club members who 
contributed greatly were Bruce McLaren, whose firm supplied all 
of the stainless steel work, and Peter Jackson who took time off 
work to build the lobby furniture.

“A large number of members gave their time and three major 
working bees were held. Dave Roberton practically lived at the site 
and had a hand in every aspect of the project.

“There was also a huge job undertaken by the Tuesday crew 
under Club Captain Derek Gordon who cleared and packed the 

memorabilia from the old clubrooms. The spares crew under Neil 
Peacock sorted and packed the spares, selling $5000 worth of scrap 
along the way and then put everything in the racks in the new 
building. Also the library crew under Barry Ansell who packed the 
library into 270 cartons and put it all away in the new building,” 
said Mark.

Meanwhile, the old clubrooms had been put on the market 
with Bayleys Real Estate and were finally sold in a difficult market 
after 18 months.

“The sale of the Awatoto site meant we did not have to use the 
$150,000 loan, and credit has to be given to the dogged determi-
nation of Bill Brown at Bayleys, and also to the many hours put 
in by the present committee to follow up on leads and for their 
work on the final acceptance of the sale agreement,” says Club 
Chairman Steve Donovan.

“At a further special general meeting the committee was given 
approval to make the sale at the best offer which was a vote of 
confidence in us.

“I often use the phrase that the clubrooms were built by the 
present members for the future members, but were paid for by 
many past and present members who contributed in many ways to 
ensure financially the club could enjoy a great future.

“The feedback to date has been very positive and there is a 
good feeling in the Branch after the completion of this project, 
which is probably the most significant in the history of the Club.

“We’ve already enjoyed very well patronised events at the 
new clubrooms including a very successful auction night and the 
children’s Christmas party was fantastic.

“As the current Chairman it was a proud moment to see Mark 
and Mayor Barbara Arnott cut the ribbon to officially open the 
clubrooms and it was an honour to show the Mayor around the 
building,” said Steve.

 
BW

The main lounge inside the new clubrooms set out with 
tables of food for the opening.

The picturesque setting of the new clubrooms in Sandy Road, Meeanee.

HBVCC building committee chairman 
and project manager Mark Jenkinson, 
along with Napier Mayor Barbara 
Arnott, cut the ribbon to officially open 
the new clubrooms.

Hawke’s Bay Branch Chairman Steve Donovan and 
founding member and first chairman Owen Adeane.

A section of the large number of branch members who attended the official opening seated under 
the shelter of trees surrounding the new clubrooms.

Club member and builder of the 
new clubrooms Peter Carroll was 
acknowleged with the presentation of 
a framed certificate at the opening.
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1913 Sunbeam Restoration

This vehicle was owned many years ago 
by Dr Arthur Gentry Pitts of Waimate. 
The original registration number, WE-349 
can still be seen on the radiator. David 
is presently researching the early history 
of the car so hopefully we can hear more 
about that later. 

It is not until you get close inspec-
tion of the Sunbeam that you realise how 
much work has gone into the restoration 
and the excellent result achieved. 

The ground up rebuild began in 2005 
and it was back on the road October 2011.
The bodywork of the car is finished in 
lustrous golden brown, the chassis dove 
grey (both matched to paint found under 
the body or other places) and all the 
bright work is nickel plated. 

The Sunbeam was built in 1913 with 
what is almost certainly an English 
Landau body. It is made of English and 
American woods. How and when it got 
to New Zealand is a mystery. David has a 
photograph of the vehicle being used by a 
Dr A G Pitts to carry a coffin at a family 
funeral in 1923. He also has an earlier 
undated photograph of it outside Dr Pitt’s 
house. Whether it came out before, during 
or after WWI is unknown. 

The 4 cylinder, 4160cc (90x160) side 
valve engine with aluminium crankcase 
and cast iron monoblock cylinders has 
been totally rebuilt. The 5 bearing crank-
shaft (with no balance weights) was bent 
in three places, but after straightening 
and crack testing was reground and the 
flywheel mounting trued. The crank-
shaft and flywheel were both dynamically 

balanced at slow rpm. The flywheel itself 
weighs 51kg. The crankshaft now has steel 
backed main bearing shells rather than 
the original solid white metal bearings. 
The block sits 20mm to the left hand 
side. The cylinders have been rebored 
to 1mm oversize and fitted with slightly 
modified Land Rover pistons. The conrods 
are steel forgings, direct metalled with 
floating gudgeon pins. Both the conrods 
and crankshaft were made by Vickers Sons 
& Maxim (the famous armament makers.) 
The valves have all been replaced. They 
are 50mm in diameter, inclined at three 
degrees. Large ports and with cross flow 
from clear passages give a good gas flow. 
The camshaft is Morse chain driven with 
roller cam followers. The 2:1 skew gearing 
drives a cross shaft for a Bosch magneto 
and the bronze centrifugal water pump. 
The full pressure oil system feeding the 
main bearings and big ends runs at 40psi. 
It also supplies the camshaft bearings and 
the skew gear drive to the water pump and 
the magneto. The engine was originally 
fitted with a Claudel Hobson carburettor 
that was known to be difficult to adjust 
and was replaced many years ago by a 
Schebler.

The gearbox has a right hand side gate 
change. All shafts have ball races with a 
direct top gear. The gears are 6DP heavy 
duty straight cut so are a bit noisy. The 
clutch is a leather faced cup and cone that 
is also fitted with a clutch brake. Drive 
to the gearbox is by stub shaft with a pot 
joint to connect to the input shaft. The 
diff has a straight cut crown wheel and 
pinion with 18/61 teeth. The diff gears 
are sun and planet type. David made new 

sun wheels and half shafts from 4140 high 
tensile steel. 

The chassis was made by Rubery Owen 
Co of light weight 4mm high tensile steel 
and is very springy, the bare chassis can 
easily be carried by two people. At some 
time the front end has suffered crash 
damage and the front cross member rather 
poorly modified as was the front of the 
timing case that has also been rebuilt. 
The chassis was hydraulically straightened 
cold and repaired. Now very true with 
only 3mm difference between wheel base 
centres. 

The front semi-elliptic springs were 
renewed, but the original ¾ rears were 
reused after resetting. All U bolts were 
replaced with improved design because 
the originals showed signs of stretching. 

The forged steel front axle needed a 
lot of work and even required fettling 
as it obviously hadn’t been done during 
manufacture! The axle was straightened 
and crack tested, kingpin eyes bored, and 
stub axle eyes opened up until top and 
bottom bores re-aligned then rebored. 
New kingpins were made and thrust 
bearings fitted. The hubs were renewed 
using Sandvik hollow bar with steel 
flanges prepared, stick welded and stress 
relieved. The wheel bearings have been 
replaced with Timken taper rollers as the 
original single row deep groove bearings 
were well past their use by date and were 
non standard bearings. 

New 12 spoke wheels were made of 
hickory to the Sunbeam profile by Vern 
Jensen. The rims are Firestone pattern 
with a spring lock ring to take 33x5 BF 
Goodrich tyres. These wheels are all slip 

Diane Ross
38 Keenans Road
RD 2, Ashburton
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

This report covers the restoration 

of David McIvor’s 1913 Sunbeam 

16/20hp car number 2547 and comes 

to us courtesy of David and the 

Southland Branch newsletter. 

My grateful thanks for filling the 

column for me this time while I was 

otherwise occupied with the fourth 

Veteran & Vintage Tour.
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on to the hub, a steel centre in each is 
drilled for six high tensile captured 12mm 
bolts. The rear hubs showed the difficulties 
of using the original Sunbeam style drive 
pins; slogged out holes. 

The old CAV starter and dynamo were 
beyond redemption and needed to be 
replaced. The starter is a modern, geared 
12 volt unit with the original CAV bendix 
fitted. A 420 watt 12v Nisho is fitted 
driven by a V pulley from the original 
CAV dynamo drive. Output is ample for 
the quartz halogen bulbs fitted. Use was 
made of existing holes in the chassis.  
Starter mountings were designed to fit 
these and no further holes were drilled. 

The ignition was originally by Bosch 
magneto with a coil booster system that 
used additional contacts in the magneto. 
This has been replaced with a standard 
Bosch as the original rare type could not 
be found. 

The foot brake has two lined shoes 
inside a cast iron drum on the output 
shaft. The handbrake operates the rear 
hubs with cast iron shoes inside cast iron 
drums.

The body work was most likely factory 
made in the UK but does not have an 
identity plate. The side ribs made of UK 
timber and the side vertical boards from 
USA tulip wood. A steel scuttle of five  
pieces covers ash ribs where some evidence 
of fire damage was present. All upper boot 
timbers and steel cover were also replaced. 
The doors were in fairly good order and 
only needed hinges repinned and some 
internal timber renewed. Each door has a 
pull up window of 4mm toughened glass 
giving only token weather protection as 
sealing forward is minimal.

The bonnet was remade in Zintec steel 
using the original as a pattern. Bonnet 
rails were routed to take the wiring for the 
headlights.

The German silver radiator is original, 
some small dents are left at the top as 
removing them would have meant 
complete dismantling which was not 
feasible. 

Mudguards were made locally to 
patterns provided by well known Sunbeam 
owner, Colin Pearce. Nothing was left 
of the original windscreen frame so with 
the aid of some loaned brass work and 
reference to original photos, patterns were 
made and replacements manufactured in 
electrical quality brass. Beech windscreen 
frames with laminated glass completed the 
exercise. 

Making the hood proved difficult and 
David initially made a pattern in pine 
framing, when that was satisfactory the 
final framing was made in Southland 
beech. The hood has three positions, 
the geometry of which is more complex 
than first expected. With the assistance 
of a CAD system draughtsman full size 
drawings were produced for landau irons 
geometry and from them steel ones made 
after plywood patterns proved the dimen-
sions.

To start the engine the fuel system 
has to be pressurised to 1psi using the 
dash mounted air pump. The engine is 
started with an electrical starter. The 4 
speed gearbox allows a cruising speed of 
40-45mph however fine tuning should 
allow this to be exceeded. Although 
the steering is rather heavy the car runs 
straight and true. Braking is good but 
needs careful handling in wet conditions.

BW
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Keeping it Right
Part One

This is an age where standardisation is 
the thing, where common everyday things 
operate in a standard manner. For example 
to open a bottle you always turn the top 
anticlockwise. Speaking of which did you 
ever encounter a clock where the hands 
moved in an anti clockwise direction? 
Common things, common operation; red 
means stop or danger, green means go or 
safe. Imagine arriving in some country and 
finding the traffic lights are the other way 
around. How long would you last before 
the inevitable coming together took place?

And so the question arises why on 
earth do countries insist and persist with 
driving on different sides of the road. Put 
simply it is nonsensical and a world-wide 
contributor to traffic accidents.

How did this occur? How did it happen 
that in some countries the driver’s position 
in an automobile ended up on the right, 
therefore you occupy the left hand side 
of the road and in others the opposite 
applies.

Before wheeled vehicles became 
common, travel on the left hand side was 
the norm, principally because most people 
are right handed and the principal weapon, 
a sword, was carried on the left side. Thus 
by walking to the left, especially in built 
up areas, the sword was out of the way of 
those travelling in the opposite direction 
and the right arm was free to fend off 
attackers and to grasp the sword. Similarly, 
it was easier to mount a horse from the 
left because of the sword. It follows that 
one travels on the left side of the road. 
Therefore when cars became common the 

driver was seated to the right so he could 
observe and stay clear of oncoming traffic.

However other practices brought about 
other arrangements. Wagons pulled by 
teams of horses, particularly, it appears, 
in America and parts of Europe, were 
frequently guided by the teamster or driver 
sitting on the rear left horse of the team. 
He sat there so as to keep his right hand 
free to crack the whip across the team; 
but on narrow roads and with increasing 
traffic it became necessary for him to move 
the team to the right hand side of the road 
in order that he could keep an eye on the 
gap between passing wagons and coaches. 
Thus, driving on the right with the driver 
sitting to the left. Further weight was 
given to this practice as a result of the 
French revolution. Prior to the revolution 
it was common for the aristocracy to travel 
on the left and to force the peasantry to 
the right. Post revolution, blending in was 
the better option so the fearful aristocracy 
moved to the right and slipped in with the 
commoners.

Subsequently during the Napoleonic 
era, France legislated for travel on the right 
side of the roads and this was followed 
by many European countries, but Britain, 
individual as ever, stayed on the left and 
in due course us colonial types carried on 
the practice.

And so the unnecessary persists; which 
brings us to recent adventures in Italy. The 
Italians joined the drive on the right last 
century but for quite some time some of 
the larger cities held out and stayed on 
the left. The frustrated arriving driver was 
met with signs at the city boundary telling 

Our reason for doing so is simple; 
we followed the colonial master; ‘where 
Britain goes we go.’ We are used to it, 
the driver controls are on the right and 
we keep to the left and all of our driving 
senses and instincts are honed to deal 
with this reality. We are of course capable 
of change and many of us have experi-
ences of driving in those other countries 
which, for their own reasons, have opted 
to drive on the right. It is an achievable 
task but it is an activity fraught with 
risk and one that requires high levels of 
concentration until familiarity takes hold. 
The change is much more demanding 
when one is thrust into an environment 
where the rules are different and the 
language is totally unknown. The task 
of driving becomes one of considerable 
stress, much frustration and, thankfully, a 
good deal of hilarity. And so in a two part 
story I have recorded our short but enter-
taining drive time in Italy in 2011.

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels 
and other things

We drive on the left side of the road 

as do a relatively small number 

of other nations, columnist Frank 

Metcalf relates the joy of travelling 

overseas for those of us used to a 

more left leaning approach… 
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that were the norm, and when I opened 
the right hand side door to take up the 
controls they weren’t there! Habits and 
practices are hard to change.

And so the odyssey began. Phase 
one, clearing the city, was managed, not 
without stress and uncertainty but without 
a stuff up. The navigator, Di, got us onto 
the motorway on ramp but then things 
got complicated. First up we encountered a 
toll gate: Whoops. Nothing we had read or 
seen on the maps had prepared us for this. 
How to pass through? We joined the queue 
and watched. The gate was unmanned 
but it appeared one took a ticket from a 
slot then stuck it in another slot to lift 
the barrier arm. Mission accomplished we 
had a ticket, better keep it in case it was 
needed again. The notion that we might 
need it to get off the bloody motorway 
and that it was going to cost us money did 
not occur. Now for the motorway, ‘over 
there, over there, keep right, keep right,’ 
directs the navigator. Next minute we 
are on the multi-lane highway picking up 
speed. ‘Well done’ chirps navigator ‘we’re 
heading south.’ But within minutes things 
looked a bit dodgy, Driver to navigator 
‘that sign we just passed said Milano,’ 
silence; ‘look there’s another it says Milano 

too.’ The navigator pales; I can’t look to 
see her going pale but I can hear the 
colour draining very rapidly. ‘Oh s**t, 
we’re heading North,’ and that won’t get us 
into Tuscany.

We meandered on for a minute or two 
seeking inspiration. It came in the form of 
what appeared to be an off ramp. I swung 
right and we exited finding ourselves on a 
single lane country road. With no other 
choice we followed this lane for perhaps 
3km. The navigator was of course seeking 
a way out of this dilemma; where to now? 
Suddenly we arrived at a multi-lane toll 
gate. Now what? Luck was with us, there 
was a manned barrier so we followed a 
car then hoped the man in the glass box 
would understand some English. Simple 
questions like where are we and how do we 
get onto the motorway heading south?

The man seemed somewhat non plussed 
then demanded a ticket and money. Ah 
ha, this was an exit gate and we needed to 
hand over the ticket collected earlier and 
pay the charge. Simple really: Our quick 

and unintended sprint toward Milan cost 
us the grand sum of approximately 50c. 
I think the man thought we were totally 
nuts; a sound assumption. Yes well we have 
paid but where are we? The man wants 
us gone but we ask once more, ‘motorway 
to Rome which way?’ Now he knows we 
are nuts. He points prescribing a ‘U’ turn 
with his arm and directing us to the entry 
gates of this toll gate set up. We drive 
away puzzled until suddenly things look 
sort of familiar and the penny drops. By 
some stroke of genius and more than a 
little luck we have exited the motorway 
to Milan on the off ramp that has led us 
via a country lane back to the very same 
toll gate that we passed through about 10 
minutes earlier. Amazing. We carry out a 
‘U’ turn, probably illegal, and head back 
through the toll gates collecting another 
ticket as we go. Now with the benefit of 
experience the navigator is able to identify 
a sign that says ‘Roma’ and concludes that 
following that sign will see us heading 
south. A navigator of note!

Pottering along the motorway was not 
too difficult, wide lanes not too much 
traffic apart from the fairly common 
arrival of big Audis and BMWs travelling 
at warp speed in the fast lane. My job was 
to stay on the right and the navigator’s job 
was to interpret the unintelligible signs 
and get us off this highway at the right 
place, about 60km south. Not too difficult 
perhaps. But given that the signs were 
unintelligible how the hell were we meant 
to know which one it was that we needed 
to understand? At this point the techno-
crats, et al, might raise the question GPS, 
Sat Nav? We’ll get back to that and it’s the 
car’s fault. Now while I stick religiously to 
the right lane the navigator is constantly 
directing ‘get left get left’; but if I move left 
I’ll be straddling the white line. The thing 
is that from the passenger seat the edge of 
the road on this side is different from the 
edge of the road on the other side, and this 
navigator is used to seeing the edge of the 
road on the left. Perceptions! But it’s true. 
We are so used to driving on the left that 
all of our judgements and perceptions of 
distance and space are intuitively aligned 
to those conditions. Swap them over and 
suddenly our intuition is out of whack and 
we have to retrain eye and brain. We didn’t 
carve up the crash barrier or the local 
scenery and we didn’t wander across the 
white line so we did ok.

Next time getting off the motorway 
in the right place produces a new set of 
challenges, the exploration of Sienna turns 
messy and evasion of the local constabu-
lary is called for. 

 BW

him, or her, they needed to move to the 
other side of the road. Very clever!

That’s the history; now for the present: 
Keeping Left becomes Keep it Right.

A long time ago we, that is Di and I, 
did some touring in the USA and Canada. 
We hired a car and I did the driving. Of 
course in those countries we had to drive 
on the right but it somehow seemed easier 
then. Three explanations come to mind: 
(1) The driver was a few years younger 
than at present and was probably a little 
more readily adaptable to change. (2) 
The roads were wide and the signs in a 
language we could read and (3) there was 
less traffic on the roads 20 years ago. All 
in all it was not an overly difficult experi-
ence although immense concentration was 
required. Fast forward to the present when 
we contemplated a short holiday in Italy 
and to make the most of that it was clear 
we would need to hire a car. I approached 
this necessity with some lack of enthu-
siasm because I knew that being the driver 
absolute concentration was required and 
that viewing the passing scenery was not 
going to be an option. Nevertheless car 
hire it had to be and so the internet was 
consulted and a compact car, Mercedes 
Benz A Class, was booked for pick up in 
Florence.

Getting to Florence was the easy part. 
We sat on a fast train from Paris to Milan 
and an even faster train from Milan to 
Florence, and a taxi delivered us to our 
fabulous hotel right in the heart of the 
old city. All this time I was watching the 
roads and the narrow streets, and the signs 
in a completely indecipherable language, 
and thinking ‘this driving thing might 
prove somewhat challenging’. That was 
the optimistic view!

We arrived with one or two maps but 
it became immediately clear that simple 
tasks, eg. finding our way out of the city, 
were not going to be easy. We found some 
better maps but they were in Italian so 
not much gained there, although with a 
bit of devotion and the application of a 
modicum of intelligence we identified the 
main route out of town and the access to 
the main motorway that would take us 
south into the heart of Tuscany.

We found the very small and jam 
packed rental car pick-up point and after 
the compulsory queuing and filling out of 
forms, we ended up with the keys to our 
car. (And as a matter of info I was required 
to produce an International Driver’s 
License which I had procured through 
the AA back in NZ.) Not a compact A 
Class but a brand new mid-size C Class. 
Nice car, but it really looked a little big 
when compared with the narrow streets 

The navigator pales; I can’t look to 
see her going pale but I can hear the 

colour draining very rapidly.
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FRED CLIFFORD Auckland

Fred, who was born in England, 
began his working life as an apprentice 
toolmaker in Scarborough, making engine 
mounts for Rolls-Royce aircraft engines. 
Then, as a journeyman, he went off to sea 
as a merchant seaman specialising in the 
field of maintenance engineering. In 1959, 
he found himself in Sydney and the return 
trip to the UK was via New Zealand. Fred 
had a quick look around here, liked what 
he saw and has been here ever since.

In England Fred had owned a 1935 
Singer Le Mans and a 1938 SS Jaguar 
3.5 litre saloon, and one day in mid 1961 
he noticed a pre-war Bentley parked on 
Federal Street in Auckland City and his 
interest was reignited. Fred left a note 
on the windscreen inviting the owner to 
contact him. Norman Adams, who just 
happened to be the Secretary of the 
Auckland Veteran & Vintage Car Club, 
owned the car at that time. Norman 
contacted Fred and invited him to attend 
the Club’s next Rally, which would be 
starting in Orakei. Fred was given a lift on 
the day by Gary and Pat Wright in their 
1937 Riley Blue Streak and he joined up 
that very day in August 1961.

Fred bought his first Club eligible car in 
1962, a 1925 Sunbeam 20/60 tourer, which 
was subsequently owned by John Gairdner. 
In 1966 he bought a 1953 Alvis TC21, 
which at the time wasn’t Club eligible and 
he sold it in 1972. By 1971 Fred’s interest 
had turned toward motorcycles and he 
became a stalwart of the motorcycle 
section, participating in many motorcycle 
events. In that year he purchased a 1930 
BSA Sloper and later on a 1937 Harley-
Davidson, selling the latter in 1988. He 
has also variously owned a Ford Mustang 
GT convertible, and a Ford Capri Mark 1. 
The Mustang received a generous amount 
of work on it while Fred owned it.

Fred retired in 1990 and though not 
actively involved these days in club activi-

ties he still enjoys the contact through 
Beaded Wheels and Auckland Branch’s The 
Bulletin.

RONALD KAY Canterbury
When Ron first joined the VCC in 

1962, his main means of transport was a 
1924 wide track Fiat 501. Ten years later 
it was to become a 1924 Fiat 502 which 
according to the dating committee was 
the only one known in New Zealand. This 
was soon replaced on the year of joining 
by a 1955 Zephyr 6 and attendance at 
Club events was mainly day or night trials 
where a modern could be used. 

From around 1980 his attendance has 
been confined to the Annual Swap Meet, 
helping on the site gate most years when 
the Club still managed some of the entry 
gates.

Since 1990 his main activity has been 
regularly attending the swap meets here 
and in Mid and South Canterbury and the 
occasional Noggin and Natter especially 
the one for A Hundred years of Fiat for 
which a written invitation was received.

Although not a very active member of 
the club over the years, a major benefit of 
being a member for all this time has been 
the regular arrival of Beaded Wheels, still 
avidly read from cover to cover. A full 
set of the magazine is held dating back 
to December 1956 along with a few of its 
newsletter predecessors.

JOHN MILLER North Otago
John R Miller joined the North Otago 

Branch in 1962. Prior to becoming a 
financial member he had participated in 
branch events in his 1928 Chevrolet which 
he still motors today. In 1963 John and 
his wife Judith moved to Mid Canterbury 
where John was a foundation member of 
the Ashburton Branch before returning to 
Oamaru in 1969 and resuming his associa-
tion with the North Otago Branch.

Although John has an interest in all 
older cars his passion is for American 
vehicles, in particular Chevrolet and 
Plymouth. This interest included the 1947 
Chevrolet truck which was used on the 
family farm at Ngapara and also on branch 
rallies. It was only sold when he retired to 
Oamaru. Some years ago John added to 
his American fleet with the purchase of a 
1937 Chevrolet Sedan in which he alter-
nately motors with the 1928 vehicle.

In 1972, John, along with his brother 
Graeme and friend Terry Buchanan 
decided that the 1928 Chevrolet was 
the car to attend the 13th International 
Rally in Nelson with. The vehicle was 
duly loaded with camping gear and food 
for the event. With the crew fired up 
with enthusiasm, they assisted many other 
participants en route and returned with 
tales to tell.

Prior to 1994 John encouraged and 
assisted his elderly neighbour, the late 
Boyd Rapson of Ngapara, to restore a 
1924 Buick which Boyd had trucked in 
1938. John continued to support Boyd 
and looked after the vehicles when Boyd 
retired to rest home care. 

During John’s time as a farmer he 
took an interest in and assisted with 
the branch parts department, becoming 
parts convener from 2006 to 2010 and 
remaining part of this group to this day.

John has been a Branch Committee 
member from 2002 up to the present time. 
He held the position of Branch Vice 
Chairman in 2006 and Chairman from 
2008 to 2010. He was for a number of years 
the branch Beaded Wheels reporter.

John is well known for his organised 
tours of North Otago complete with 
commentary for out of town rally entrants 
and taking in many gravel roads with 
steep hills for the Canterbury folk. His 
knowledge of the North Otago area, 
the places of interest and the history of 
the farming community make his tours 
enjoyable for all participants.

ROBIN MUNDY Canterbury
Robin has been a keen supporter of the 

McLean’s Island (Cutler Park) project from 
the earliest days of development, providing 
practical assistance with fund raising, 
supplying trucks and tractor on occasions, 
as well as donations for materials.

Robin joined the VCC in 1960 with 
his 1924 Dodge roadster, with which he 
successfully completed the 1965 Haast 
International Rally.

50 YEAR AWARDS 

Alon Mayhew (left), South Island Club Captain, 
presents John Miller with is 50 year award.

North Island Club Captain Bob Ballantyne and 
Fred Clifford.
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During this event he acquired a motor 
and radiator for a 1907 single cylinder 
De Dion, the start of a passion of the 
marque that has endured to this day. After 
gathering sufficient parts to start restora-
tion, and with the assistance of Neville 
Daue, he completed the first version 
in 1970, a rather stark two-seater open 
runabout which proved capable of serious 
motoring.

With the 1972 International rally in 
Australia in mind, a more practical 4 
seat surrey top body was fitted to give 
some protection to the occupants from 
the expected hot and exposed condi-
tions likely to be encountered on the long 
touring sections of the rally. The De Dion 
performed well, covering huge distances 
over several states.

Back in New Zealand, over the next 
few years, several long distance runs were 
undertaken in the South Island as well 
as travelling to the International Rally in 
Rotorua. Robin and the DeDion have been 
awarded the John McLachlan Trophy.

A more recent restoration was a two 
seat 1911 open runabout, but the current 
project, in conjunction with two other 
members, is the restoration of three 1903 
DeDions, with eventual participation in 
the famous London to Brighton Run in the 
UK in mind.

Robin and his family have supported the 
branch for many years regularly donating 
fine wine from their pioneering vineyard 
for prizes and gifts which has been very 
much appreciated by the recipients.

WALTER MCQUARRIE Southland
Walter McQuarrie joined the 

Southland Branch possibly as early as 1959 
but certainly in the very early 60s as a 
reference to him and his 1924 Studebaker 
restoration appeared in the September 
1961 issue of Beaded Wheels.

The Studebaker, a 1924 EM Light six 
roadster fitted with a colonial body by 
Stephens of Christchurch was purchased 
around 1957 from Jack Bell who was 
an early if not founding member of the 
Southland Vintage Car Club formed in 
late 1954 before becoming the Southland 
Branch in 1959.

In the early 1950s Walter’s family 
owned a 1930 Studebaker President 8, a 
beautiful smooth and powerful car, but to 
Walter’s considerable regret this was sold 
and replaced by a new Morris Minor which 
was not kept for long before being replaced 
by a 1949 Studebaker Champion.

Walter has been a Stude’ man ever since 
the association with the President 8, having 
since owned a 1958 Champion, a 1951 
bomber nose Champion and a 1962 Lark 
V8 which he purchased in the early 70s 
with only about 18,000 miles on the clock.

The 1924 Studebaker did emerge as a 
well restored car attending mostly local 
runs but it did take part in the 1972 
International Rally taking the touring 
(coastal) route from Invercargill to Nelson, 
and Walter loaned it to two Southland 
members to take on the first Haast Tour 
organised by South Canterbury Branch in 
1990.

Unfortunately, for health reasons, Walter 
has done very little driving in recent years. 
The 1924 Studebaker was sold to a local 
owner and is motoring again, while the 
‘62 Lark still with a very low mileage, was 
recently passed on to another owner as 
sitting in storage was starting to become 
detrimental to it. For the first time in over 
50 years there is no Studebaker in his 
garage.

Walter had his own business as a 
welding specialist and at any time a visit 
to his workshop would have revealed some 
Vintage, Veteran or Classic vehicle part 

under repair. Generous to a fault, Walter 
would spend hours helping out enthusiasts 
with such work and take little reward for 
his efforts.

Walter was, and still is, a mine of infor-
mation on Studebakers, and as such is often 
sought out by members of the Studebaker 
Drivers Club visiting Southland. He also 
has a similar encyclopedic knowledge of 
most American cars and indeed motoring 
history generally.

Not only talented with a welding rod, 
Walter is pretty handy with an artist’s brush 
and his den at home is filled with water 
colours he has done since his retirement, 
featuring a wide variety of vehicles, mostly 
American, with Studebakers naturally 
prominent. Never one who enjoyed formal 
gatherings, Walter contented himself with 
occasional rallying or often just viewing the 
start of an event. He has always welcomed 
fellow enthusiasts with a delightful blend 
of information about vehicles, historical 
events and observations on happenings 
of the day. Any visitor to his home or 
workshop could rely on hearing the latest 
yarn or funny story.

Allied Press Managing Director Sir Julian Smith OBE, Otago Branch member for more than 35 years, 
was Knighted in the New Years Honours list for services to business. Here he is pictured with his 1912 
Model T Ford, the oldest exhibit in the Ford Through The Ages display at Warbirds Over Wanaka 2012. 

 Photo: Otago Daily Times otagoimages.co.nz 

VCC MEMBER HONOURED
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Kit’s interest in the Briton evolved 
as his grandfather had imported 
the Briton/Star cars to Dunedin in 

the Edwardian era. He has spent several 
months re-commissioning the car, mostly 
renovating mechanicals so that it now runs 
well. 

We have ascertained the car was 
restored in Tarras by Dave Mills, owner 
of the Tarras Garage in the 1950s. With 
the purchase of the Great King Street 
Garage  about 1962, he took the Briton 
with him to Dunedin. In 1967 the car 
went to J R Lindsay in Invercargill, then 
to Alan Meredith in Invercargill. In 1969, 
it was sold to G R Beetham, who placed 
the car in the Queenstown Car Museum. 
Subsequently in the 1980s the car was sold 
to Brian Jackson of Jacksons Museum, who 
eventually sold the car to Monterey Park 
Motor Museum around 1990.

John Taylor, ex the Queenstown Motor 
Museum, called to say that the Briton was 
owned by Jeff Beetham. John remembers 
the car when it was in Queenstown, and 
his wife remembers polishing it!

I spoke to Arthur Ruffell who knew 
Dave Mills of Tarras, and was rebuilding a 
motor cycle with Dave’s help at the time. 
Arthur remembers the Briton quite clearly 
and as soon as I mentioned Dave Mills 
and an old car, Arthur responded with 
“Briton”! At that time in June this year, 
its history was still largely unknown and 
Arthur believed that it was probably made 
up of many different parts. Arthur thought 
that the engine/ radiator may have been 
used on a saw bench, as was the custom 
before chainsaws and log-splitters. 

From Kit Maxwell the current owner; 
“We have been able to verify that our 

car ex Tarras has the correct body tub, 

windscreen, chassis and engine, and also 
complies with factory production records of 
that time. It is good that Dave Mills must 
have found a fairly complete car originally, 
although the wheels had been changed/
replaced probably in the 1950s”.

Kit was keen to find the original owners 
who had the car from 1910 to 1950. He 
recognised that was a remote possibility, 
but was worth a try, as the appearance of 
the car is distinctive. 

At the July meeting of the Central 
Otago VCC, Ken Brown, a Cromwell 
member, remembered it at Templeton and 
Sons yard in Albert Town. I called to see 
Ralph and Ethel Templeton, who said that 
Ralph’s father Charlie had owned the car 
from the early 1920s and that he had tried 
to teach Ralph’s mother to drive it, but 
after connecting with a fence post all that 
was forgotten. Chunky as the car was called 
(probably because of the short wheelbase) 
occupied its own ‘Chunky’s shed,’ where all 
sorts of fascinating things were stored. The 
shed burned down sometime after Dave 
Mills acquired the car. Before that Ralph 
remembers his father and uncle converting 
Chunky into a tractor, circa 1935, using 
cut down binder wheels. This made sense 
I guess as tyres would have been nearly 
impossible to obtain, or relatively expensive 
in the Depression.

So over a period of two months we have 
been able to piece together the history of 
this car from the early 1920s which is no 
mean feat, probably aided by the fact that 
it was a good model at the time and being 
an unusual make it remained in people’s 
memory.

From Lindsay Olsen, I found some refer-
ences in a book that I have concerning the 
Briton car.

They were made by the Star Cycle 
Company of Wolverhampton (1908) which 
became the British Motor Co Ltd in 1909. 
This company continued to make cars until 
1928.

Kit and Rina brought the Briton down 
to the Lakes District at Labour Weekend for 
the one and two cylinder rally in conjunc-
tion with the 150th anniversary of the 
discovery of gold, and enabled the story to 
be told. Both Ralph and Ethel Templeton 
were re-united with the car, as was Ken 
Brown and Pam Kane and I were able to 
tie up the story back to 1920. However if 
anyone should know of its first ten years Kit 
and Rina would like to hear that story too.

The initial Briton car was a successor 
to the Starling, or Stuart in some markets, 
and was regarded as a good quality, low 
priced light car. There were initially two 
models – a 10hp twin, and a 14hp four 
cylinder. The 10hp was by far the better 
car and also much more popular. Our car 
is a later serial number with a longer stroke 
twin cylinder engine (4" bore x 5" stroke) 
and was rated 12hp when new. Only one 
other car of this specification is known and 
has been exhibited in the British National 
Motor Museum in Beaulieu, UK. The 10hp 
became 4 cylinder in 1913 (1750cc), was 
rated at 9.8hp, and had a worm type final 
drive. It continued in production in this 
form until 1928, although a sports version 
was also produced.

The larger more expensive 14hp and 
a 20hp car continued to be made, but by 
a separate Company – “Star Engineering 
Co.” One of these is in the Southward 
Museum.

There would not have been many 
exported to New Zealand.

 
BW

1909 Briton Car
Words and photos Graham Taylor.

In May 2012 an enquiry from a friend Pam Kane, of 

Wanaka, (cousin of Auckland member Kit Maxwell) was 

seeking information about the early history of this 1909 

Briton. The car has been immobile but on display in 

several museums for the last 44 years. 

VCC Cromwell member Ken Brown admiring the Briton on the main street of 
Arrowtown, Labour weekend 2012. 
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subscribe 
today & save
By becoming a 
subscriber to Beaded 
Wheels you can save 
on the newstand 
price and guarantee 
that you don’t miss 
a single issue at the 
same time. 

subscription form

Please send a subscription for

 6 Issues - New Zealand $39* (inc p&p)

 6 Issues - Australia NZ$70* 

  6 Issues - Elsewhere NZ$100* 

Payment by  

 Cheque  or    Credit Card  

Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted) 
Processing by credit card will incur additional 
bank fee processing charge of 3%. NZ Post money 
orders not accepted.

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels

Card Number 

      

 Expiry Date: __ /__ /___

Name on Card:                                                         Cardholder Signature:

Name:

Telephone:                                

 Email:

Address:

                                                                                                          Postcode

Post to: FREEPOST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141

*Offer excludes 26 December to 15 January.

Your next ferry or rally 
stopover, affordable, quiet 
peaceful, sunny park 
overlooking the bay. 
Plenty of off street parking. Walk to 
Restaurants and Bar. Hosts members 
VCC . **** Qualmark Holiday Park

7 Park Motels

4 Self-contained units

14 Cabins from $49

Sites

GROUP BOOKINGS 
WELCOME

10%
DISCOUNT* FOR 
VCC MEMBERS 

5 Waimarama Street, Picton
email: hiyah@ihug.co.nz
PH 0800 924 529
www.waikawabayholidaypark.co.nz

PICTON ACCOMMODATION
at

This publication is

a must for all 

Model ‘A’ Ford 
owners and 

enthusiasts.

This book covers, detailed step by 
step instruction on how to completely dismantle, 
repair and fully restore 1930 Model A Ford 
Open Cars.

> Hundreds of close up detailed colour pictures

> 47 years of restoration tips $69.90 +postage

p by

available now from

Murray Horn Ph 06 367 2682
email: horn@xtra.co.nz



E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 Barbadoes St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone / Fax 03 366 9554

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels TRADE DIRECTORY

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

I’m looking for cars with overheating problems

Please call me anytime for a chat

Roy King 0800 46 33 46
liquidintelligence115.com.au roylking@xtra.co.nz

1ST STEP – A Clean System
Liquidintelligence 239 – Cooling system cleaner. 70 times 
the cleaning power of other flushes. 
Comes as a kit – enough for 30 Litres

$123.50 
incl GST 

incl Freight

2ND STEP – Any car that struggles to keep cool or 
blows coolant out needs this synthetic coolant.
Liquidintelligence 115 – Fully synthetic coolant, doubles the 
boiling temp, never stops transferring heat from the engine 
to the radiator, lasts forever – totally harmless to all 
metals, plastics etc.

$31.50 
per litre

incl GST 
+ Freight

Eyeball Cards™

email: sales@printlife.co.nz  
or 09-232 2922

For more information go to

www. printlife .co.nz

You’ve a period vehicle—  
so how about a period  
Introduction Card?
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Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146 
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171 

First published in 1973. 
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

Subscribe today to 
send six issues a 
year full of motoring 
features, historical 
articles and our popular 
marketplace to your family and 
friends.
A Beaded Wheels subscription makes 
an ideal gift to send anywhere in 
New Zealand or overseas. 
Phone 03 366 4461 or email us at 
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 

Give the gift 
that lasts a 
whole year

NEW ZEALAND’S FOREMOST HISTORICAL MOTORING MAGAZINE

Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES
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FREE ADVERTISING*

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels magazine is free 
*for all current financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or selling club eligible 
vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply for all 
non-members or members wishing to advertise 
commercial services.

It is easy — just email your advertisement to 
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz or complete the form on 
this page and post to us at 
Marketplace Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for our 
February ssue is 20 January 2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) _______________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial 
member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when submitting the 
advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email 

(preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be returned if a 
stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg format, send a high 
resolution file to achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are 

required to appear in.
•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the 

maximum space available is 65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves 
the right to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served 
basis. While every attempt will be made to include your 
advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited 
space may mean some advertisements will be held over until the 
following magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ 
website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be 
financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member?
 You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s foremost historical motoring magazine. 
All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels.
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  _________________________________

Phone  ________________________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels 
for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number         

Name on Card: __________________________________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________

Non-VCCNZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only
      (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Payment by credit card will incur additional bank 
fee processing charge of 3%

Keep your eyes open In February for your renewal 
advice for your membership to The Vintage Car 

Club Of NZ (Inc.) – Payment is due by 20 March to 
receive the discount.  

To avoid becoming an unfinancial member, 
payments must be received by the 31 March.VCCNZ Renewal Advice
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Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

FOR SALE

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

1922 5CV CITROEN.  LHD imported from Europe 
in 1987. One owner from then. All complete and 
in good driving order. Spare motors and radiator. 
Full History of car known. Custom built trailer and 
cover. Car situated in Cambridge. Expressions of 
interest please email jsacoles@ihug.co.nz mem

1928 RUGBY SEDAN  and 1947 Morris 8 Series E-4 
door Sedan. These vehicles are older restorations 
and are offered for sale on behalf of a deceased 
estate.  There are a number of mechanical spares for 
each vehicle. Please direct offers and expressions of 
interest to Ian Bleakley Hawera Phone 06 278 6519 
or 027 623 8854, ibleakley@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1932 CHEV PICK UP  Wooden frame cab. Chassis 
has been blasted and painted black, wire wheels 
blasted and painted red with brand new original size 
tyres fitted. Brakes relined. Generator and starter 
reconditioned, seat recovered. Motor dismantled 
and in bits. Most original parts available. Too many 
projects, not enough time. Contact Rod by email 
sportsconnection@xtra.co.nz or phone 027 287 
6579.

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. The advertising 
department reserves the right to edit or return 
classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and 
an SAE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8141, to arrive not later than 10th 
of month preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues
 (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded 
Wheels however regrets that it is not able to offer 
editorial space for advertisements nor for the promotion 
of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after 
the booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 3%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims 
are made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded 
Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of 
any product or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service 
should not be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by 
the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and 
the text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible 
with the aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission Act 
1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which indicates or 
could reasonably be understood as indicating an intention to discriminate 
by reason of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be held liable, 
as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

marketplace
1936 FORD 10 C MODEL.  Four door. One family 
owner from new. All original Excellent motor. 
Exterior – original black paint with red wire wheels. 
Interior – Beige cloth trim. $3,500. Phone 06 368 
3063.  MEM

1951 HILLMAN MINX.  Blue, white, older 
restoration, new and used parts $2,500 ono 1932-3 
Continental Beacon parts offers. Collection of 
rugby parts, sedan and tourer, 1926-29. Durant 
A22 motor, head light radiator surround, 2 brass 
hub caps, 1 wire wheel hubcap. Collection of 
Hillman Super Minx parts, motors, gearboxes, 
doors, dash and some new hoses, bearings. Phone 
Dave Manson 03 443 7906  MEM

1952 MORRIS MINOR CONVERTIBLE.  Split 
windscreen, OHV, WOF and REG. Recent hood, 
battery, tyres, brakes, timing chain. Good condition 
and drives very well. $8000 ono. Christchurch 03 
960 2122. Can deliver to North Island.  MEM

1955 VAUXHALL CRESTA  Reg and warrant. 
Needs paint job and interior roof lining replaced. 
Panelbeating completed. Motor runs well. Good 
gearbox, tyres good. Needs general tidy up. 
$3,000. Phone 03 319 6981.  MEM
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VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, 
S.U dashpot and water pump grease. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

VINTAGE TRUNKS  made to order or stock sizes. 
Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   MEM.

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

UPHOLSTERY 
Veteran – Vintage – Classic 

 Hoods, side curtains, complete re-trims etc. 
Spring and foam units repaired or rebuilt. 40 
years experience, reasonable rates. VCCNZ 
Member. Bryan O’Brien Auto Trim. Unit 3. 8 
Cadbury Road, Napier.   

 PHONE 06 842 2252 
 FAX 06 842 2254 • MOBILE 027 495 7676 

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or (Levin) 06 368 2202

DISTRIBUTOR & FUEL PUMP
PARTS AND SERVICE

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new,

NOS, remanufactured and used.
Vacuum advancers restored.

Electronic ignition kits to eliminate points. 
Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, Auckland, 2576.
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com
Phone Peter 09 267 4700 

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

1956 HILLMAN MINX.  First with OHV engine. Last 
of old shape. Restored 2005. Reco motor. May trade 
unfinished as project. $5,000. Phone Garland 06 
344 2295 Wanganui.  MEM

DODGE 1928  4 door sedan all steel body, Fast Four 
model. Mechanics finished to rolling chassis. Body 
off. Work started. Selling due ill health. Offers 
wanted. Phone 09 278 3348.

DREADNAUGHT SET OF LIGHTS  for Veteran circa 
1909. Car pair headlights, pair side lamps, tail 
light, gas generator (all brass). Sold as set $3,000. 
Headlamps are minus front rim but a sample one is 
available for pattern. May be seen at Winchester 
Swap unless sold prior to meeting.   MEM

FORD MODEL A INSTRUCTION BOOK,  printed in 
New Zealand 44 pages, excellent repro, all NZ Ford 
dealers listed on cover Valvoline oil $20 posted. 
Kevin M. Naylor, 719 Charles Street, Hastings 4126. 
Phone/Fax 06 878 8536.

FORD MODEL T 1920  restored auto, dry shed stored 
25 years, RHD. Dead reg papers, plates. Offers, 
phone 03 313 3094

FORD MODEL T 1926-27 NEW  – Beauty block sound 
useable condition. Phone 03 693 9016.   MEM

HOLDENS 1975 STATESMAN DE VILLE  one previous 
family owner. 1981 Caprice, new paint. Phone 06 
368 3063. Mem

LARGE QUANTITY OF AUSTIN 16/6 PARTS , 
Stripped motor plus as below. Early Petrol tank, 
ex manifolds, 2 G/boxes, 2 Prop shafts, 1 Diff, 
complete front axle and springs, rear springs, 3 
steering boxes, prop shafts, hubs and drums, brake 
and clutch parts, 3 doors, carb. Parts, starters and 
dynamos, set of new spark plugs, distributor and 
electrical parts, engine trays, plus 6 boxes of gear 
plus books. Phone John 09 445 6483 or email 
jbryvelo@gmail.com for full list.   MEM

OXFORD 1956  boot and bonnet hinges. Also large 
quantity Beaded Wheels, NZ Classic Car & other 
assorted car mags. Many Historic Places mags too. 
Help with South Island delivery possible. Offer for 
all or part 03 388 0062. Mem

PARTS FOR 1955 HILLMAN SUPER MINX  & 1962 
Humber Hawk & 1937 Willys Model 37. See them 
for yourself at 40 Harry Dreardon Rd Papakura. 09 
298 8967. Price per part is a reasonable donation in 
the SPCA box. Denis Kemp.  MEM

TYRES (NEW) FIRESTONE  450 x 19 x 4ply, $1500 
set of 5 plus shipping and handling. Ronald Lever, 
87 Tui Road, Papatoetoe, Auckland 2025. Phone 09 
278 3888 Evenings.   MEM

TYRES - BRAND NEW  12 of 650 x 16 $225.00 
each. 3 Whitewalls of 750 x 16 $325.00 each. Also 
looking for 2 of 500 x 23 Tyres. Tread not critical. 
Phone owner 021 780114 Auckland
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1951 ROYAL ENFIELD BULLET.  Comprehensively 
restored with new piston & barrel, renovated 
cylinder head, hardened valve inserts, all 
bearings replaced. Rechromed forks, Dunlop rims, 
new K70 Dunlop tyres. Overhauled mag/dyno. 
Chronometric speedo. Runs and rides beautifully 
WOF Reg. $5,500. Phone Simon 0274 966 189  MEM

1952 MORRIS OXFORD MO SERIES.  
104,000miles. Current Reg & WOF. Good original 
condition, drives well. Many spares stripped from 
second car. Current owner 10 years. $4,000 ono. 
Phone Bruce 021 824 093 or 07 865 6171 or email 
stonesthrow@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

1966 JAGUAR MK II 3.8  Very nice original 
Jaguar 3.8 ltr. 4 speed manual (full synchro) with 
overdrive, power steer, wire wheels, 4 wheel 
disc brakes, leather interior. Mechanically sound. 
Would consider trade (late ‘70s European Car) 
NZ$29,750 ono Contact: Karl 09 428 2110, karl.
stapro@xtra.co.nz

1930 CHRYSLER 77 ROADSTER  ‘SIMPLY THE BEST’ $120,000
 Many spares, much literature including full history of the car and a photographic record of professional 
body off restoration and personalised plate ‘77NZ’. Stunning condition and mechanically excellent, the 
ultimate long wheel base and art deco roadster, many rare accessories including restored and chromed 
sidemount covers (not in photos). Present custodians have enjoyed many trouble free miles around the 
country and will again be in Napier for art deco in February If you want one of the best motorable vintage 
cars in New Zealand, then this is the car for you. Phone Brent 09 489 1310 or 021 679 260.

BRASS TWIN FLOAT  track carburettor circa 1930 
1970. This is as fitted to a J A Prestwick  (J.A.P) 
500cc speedway engine. The right hand float 
feed has been altered and a repair made to the 
mounting arm. It does not have a venturi.  Asking 
$250. Ph 07 853 2711.  MEM

1974 TRIUMPH STAG MANUAL  overdrive NZ 
new. All mods for reliable motoring as per Stag 
Club Guru. 4 row radiator and pressurised header 
tank, Nissan half shafts, hard and soft tops, alloy 
wheels, power steering. Vehicle in Hawke’s Bay. 
Phone David 06 877 4559, 0800 845 787.  MEM

1920 MODEL R HUPMOBILE  excellent condition. 
Authentically restored with meticulous attention 
to detail. Lacquer finish paint. Reliable motoring 
car rallied extensively since 1971. Some spare 
parts, log book, orig. papers and restoration 
records. Contact: Joan Paul, Timaru 03 686 0164 
Email: russandjoan@xtra.co.nz

MK1 FORD ZEPHYR CONVERTIBLE  Fresh 
bare metal repaint 2012, current WOF/reg. New 
leather upholstery, new carpets, gearbox rebuilt 
with Borg Warner overdrive, new radiator, rebuilt 
engine, 5 new whitewall tyres. A good car, no 
rust, sandblasted inside and out, nice chrome. 
$40,000 John Pauling 021 151 0334.  MEM

POWELL & HANMOND  Gas light and generator 
C1915 -1925. Rim 4½” diameter. Complete less 
gas jet. Orig. nickel plating, paint possibly, no 
dents. Gas Generater: overall height 6½”. Nickel 
on fittings orig but repainted. Appears complete 
internally. Missing water filler cap. Asking $350 for 
the pair. Ph 07 853 2711.  MEM

RARE ORIGINAL GRAHAM-PAIGE 612 (1929)   
Imported new to NZ, owned by same family to 
2008. Present owner overhauled gearbox, engine 
and electrics. Comes with extensive spares (wheels, 
engine, axles, body parts). Reg. & WoF, VIC. 
$48,000. Phone 04 567 5707 or 022 042 9099.  MEM

1920 BRISCOE,  4 door tourer, restored 25 years 
ago and stored in museum for most of last 10 years. 
Rare make and model, only one other known in NZ. 
One family owned since restoration. Some parts 
available as separate transaction. Genuine reason 
for selling. Phone Noel 027 782 4201
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1926 CHRYSLER  The historic Todd Motors Works 
race car is offered for sale. Serious expressions 
of interest are invited. The vehicle is located in 
the Nelson area and arrangement to view can be 
made by phoning evenings Micheal Shellock 03 
541 9559 or Don Ammon 03 541 9391.  MEM

1966 ROVER 2000 SC.  Genuine 71,000 miles. Wof/
reg. Original paint, upholstery, factory manuals, 
Dunlop radials. Beautiful original condition. Best 
available $4,500ono. Phone 09 409 3838 and leave 
message please.  MEM

VANGUARD 1957  Very tidy for age. Reg / wof. 
Original and unrestored. $2,300 as is where is. 
Phone 03 522 4969.  MEM

GEARBOXES FOR SALE   Wolseley/Austin 6/110 
3 speed with overdrive, Austin A40 Devon and 
Somerset (floor and column change). A40 Farina/
Morris 1000 (1100cc), A35 Morris 1000 (950cc) 
Phone Geroge Tier 09 439 8911.  MEM

1983 MERCEDES BENZ 500SE,  Used as VIP car 
excellent condition, will have new warrant and 
six months reg. Any test. $12,000. Phone 03 434 
9506.  MEM 

1933 AUSTIN ETON ROADSTER 12/4.   A rare 
model $15,000. Current WOF and Registration.  
Older restoration in good condition. Phone Charles 
06 356 1267 email cbhunt.pn@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1928 WILLYS KNIGHT MODEL 56,  Very original 
(refurbished) and rare, runs well, WOF/Reg. Current 
owner 35 years, converted to 12 volt. Canadian 
assembled, some spares, including incomplete 
engine. Reluctant sale $19,000. Phone Wayne 09 
476 7411 or 027 235 7771 cerinay@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1961 ROVER 3 LITRE MK1 P5.  Extensive 
restoration and refurbishment. Completed 1994 at 
11,000 miles now done 121,000. A stately and 
reliable quality English saloon. Asking $10,000 or 
very near offer. For more details phone Len 03 434 
6498.  MEM

1988 BMW M20  6 speed auto all m/sport options. 
Complete service. In near new condition. Reg & 
Wof. $11,000. Phone 07 855 8684 or 027 819 1168.
  MEM

1955 JAGUAR MK 7 AUTOMATIC SALOON.  
Known history, and very low ownership. 160,000 
miles, Extensive engine work, transmission recently 
overhauled. Always garaged, recently car has only 
been used for family weddings and special occasions. 
Price negotiable. Phone 03 445 0065.   MEM

1951 ARIEL SQUARE 4 1000 cc in good running 
order. Current WOF and registered. Contact Richard 
on 04 577 0350.  MEM

BUICKS TWO 1938 SERIES 40  One with twin side 
mounts on road. Second car complete with head off. 
Reg on hold. Spare engines, gearboxes, diffs, body 
parts, manuals. $29,000ono. Phone 04 567 5979. 
 MEM
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BMC 1300 TWIN CARB MOTOR,  Gearbox, Diff. 
Complete. Very good condition out of two owner 
car done 67,000 miles. Also available. Wolseley Grill, 
Bumper, Chrome Strips, Front Assembly with Disc 
Brakes, Wheels and Tyres. Make an offer. Phone 
Owner 021 780 114  Auckland

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6.
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

WANTED TO BUY

CONTACT WITH A SELLER  at Christchurch swap 
meet who had a Veteran brass sidelamp with 
Crossley Bros on a brass plate riveted to the body. 
Phone Ian Howell 06 374 6645, howell@slingshot.
co.nz

FOR 1936 MORRIS 8  - 2 seater sports. The two 
thumb screws that hold the seat back  recliner stays 
to the brass castings that are to each side of the 
vehicle. Phone Ian Bleakley 06  278 6519 or 027 623 
8854.  ibleakley@xtra.co.nz  MEM

HILLMAN OR HUMBER SERIES 5  1962-1964. All 
cars considered. Phone Sam 03 317 8025.  Mem

HOBSON / KING SEELEY TELEGAUGE,  any 
condition, as used in Alvis, Talbot, Rolls, etc. email: 
microe45@gmail.com   MEM

LOOKING FOR EARLY COPIES OF THE NZ 
MOTOR AND CYCLE MAGAZINE  for 1906, 1907, 
1908, 1909 and 1917. I would be happy with a 
photo copy. Trying to complete a set which will be 
made available to others. Phone Barry Birchall 09 
818 8755, Email barrybirchall@xtra.co.nz

MAGNETO – SCINTILLA  MN8 Phone Lionel Rogers 
09 307 0346 or email lionelr@ihug.co.nz   MEM

MORRIS MINOR 1000 CONVERTIBLE  in good or 
reasonable condition, no rust please. Cash buyer. 
Member. Phone 06 843 6717.  MEM

LOOKING FOR TWO BOLT CROSS OVER  gearbox 
for 1913 Alldays Matchless V twin motorcycle, 
and contact with other owners worldwide, also 
still need Veteran Triumph girder forks or parts. 
Phone Chris on 09 533 8050 email taylorhq@xtra.
co.nz  MEM

MATHIEU 1902 1CYL,  Paris, suitable parts 
wanted. Complete differential with axles brakes. 
Have housing only. Steering box and column, 
pedals and controls. Contact breaker as fitted to 1 
cyl. engines eg. De Dion. Parts may be by Lacoste 
Battman, Bale Posse. same as fitted to other cars 
around this age. Consider any condition, suitable 
as patterns, or infomation leading to whereabouts. 
Please contact Brian Rankine, phone 06 357 5706, 
email  btr@actrix.co.nz

ALUMINIUM PANELLED MADDOX TOURER 
 Body mid ‘20s much new wood. Phone for details 
and  measurements. Phone Alan 03 215 6383, 027 
656 4632.  MEM

1972 MINI 850.  3 Owners, Shows 62000 miles. 
Mechanically sound and drives. Needs RH guard 
and bonnet fitted (included) and grill repaired. 
Bumper is missing. Needs to be re Vinned. Price 
$1,200. Phone owner 021 780 114 Auckland

1948 MORRIS 10  (91% restoration complete). 
Offers around $9000. New paint, Green with black 
guards. 4 new tyres and tubes. Motor, gearbox and 
diff overhauled. Re silvered headlamps. Bumpers and 
grill re-chromed. New upholstery, carpets and hood 
lining. Second owner only. Runs very nicely. Phone 
03 383 6402  MEM

FIAT 1500 CRUSADER 1966  Time warp PV60 
car. Totally original 100% rust free body, paint and 
interior. Mechanically refreshed with new brakes, 
all rubbers, tyres, timing chain, suspension bushes, 
shock absorbers. Drives like new. Reg & wof. $6,500 
Mike Lowe 021 677 512 or miklow@hayesint.co.nz 

AUSTIN 36  personal plates $550.00 ono Phone 03 
4485190 or 021720284 akglporter@gmail.com

1934 BUICK STRAIGHT 8.  Twin side mounted 
spares. This car is in the process of a full restoration. 
Engine fully overhauled and not yet run. All new 
chrome work. Requires completion of body, paint 
and upholstery (comes with leather hides for 
seating.) Price negotiable. Phone 03 445 0065   MEM
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC 

MCLEANS ISLANDMCLEANS ISLAND
VINTAGE COUNTRY FAIRVINTAGE COUNTRY FAIR

23-24 March 2013
Within the grounds of all three clubs, situated near 

Christchurch, New Zealand. 
All types of Vintage machinery, Tractors, Traction Engines 
and Steam Trains, Vintage Vehicles and Memorabilia are 

to be combined to make this event again, 
a very memorable occasion.

Contact Ted Hockley Phone: 03 352 7862 for more information

PARTS AND INFO ON A 1932/33 ROYAL ENFIELD 
500CC  4 valve sloper, especially the Sturmy Archer 
gearbox. Phone Doug 06 752 2569 or dl.dawson@
slingshot.co.nz

PARTS CUSTODIANS.  Can you look and see if you 
have a PAYEN 6 cylinder Side valve head gasket 
number 674 please. DKW AUTO UNION 1000s 
motor/crankshaft. Also wanted an engineer’s level. 
Replies to Graham Wiblin 03 578 8418, 88 Wither 
Rd. Blenheim myschacht@hotmail .com  MEM

PARTS WANTED TO BUY.  A70 Pickup dif or crown 
wheel and pinion. Ratio 7/33 (4.714-1). Please 
contact George Tier 09 439 8911 mem

RILEY 9 OR 12/4 RESTORATION PROJECT  or 
rolling chassis, any condition considered. Phone 
Peter White 027 611 9835 or email peter@
chatsford.co.nz  MEM

TWO DOOR HOLDEN TORANA LC OR LJ   in 
running condition. May look at 4 door in good 
condition, ph 03 3883672 email: skevingtont@
clear.net.nz  MEM

WANTED FORD MODEL T  unfinished project 
anything considered. Member wanting retirement 
project. Phone Ted 021 119 3090, 204 New Windsor 
Road, Auckland.  MEM 

WANTED TO BUY,  E Type Jaguar, Series one, 
fixed head coupe, body shell or incomplete project 
car, damaged, rusty(ish), or burnt not a problem, 
wanting pre 1967 earlier the better, not wanting a 
2+2 or S2, please ph 06 345 4250. 

WANTED VETERAN MOTORCYCLE   for winter 
project. Any condition considered from basket case 
up. Phone 03 3829 199.  MEM

LOTUS EUROPA T/C OR SPECIAL WANTED  Baset 
case or suitable for restoration project. With or 
without motor. Phone 03 544 2826, Nelson.

1939 BUICK,  Main drive gear or gearbox wanted. 
Phone 021 416 319 or email Johnny@coronetpm.
co.nz  MEM

CHRYSLER 77 ENGINE.  Can pick up anywhere. 
Phone 027 476 0775, 09 418 2921, email: 
felicitare@xtra.co.nz  MEM

LUGGAGE RACK/CARRIER  for 1934 Ford V8. 
Any Condition. Contact 06 844 3375 or dgneal@
paradise.net.nz  MEM

Please notify National Office if you 
have changed your address or sold/

purchased any vehicles. 

Advertising for our April/May issue 
closes 10 March 2013. 

beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
www.vcc.org.nz
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Swap Meet starts 7am
Entry: Adults $5.00 Children (under 12) Free
Vintage Car Display – Car parts old & new - 

Motoring books & manuals - Collectibles – Bric-a-brac 
Refreshments – Sausage sizzle

Venue: Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubrooms 
Satellite Station Rd, off SH1, 3 km south of Warkworth

Saturday 23 February 2013

SWAP MEET
VCC NZ ASHBURTON BRANCH

SWAP MEET 
Saturday 4 May 2013

Club Grounds,86 Maronan Road
Tinwald Ashburton 

Gates Open 7.30am No Dogs Allowed
Catering by the Ashburton Lions Club

Site bookings to: Kathryn Shaw 30 James St 
Ashburton 7700

Email: katrev@clear.net.nz
Phone 03 307 8896



2013 South Island 
CLUB CAPTAIN’S TOUR

Entrants may join and leave at any point of the tour. Accommodation 
list and entry forms are available from 

Alon Mayhew 03 443 7030 Email sicc@vcc.org.nz 

➦  As there is limited accommodation in some areas, 
 prompt booking is recommended.

Friday 19 April  Assemble in 
Waimate 

Saturday 20 April Mt Cook 
Sunday 21 April Oamaru
Monday 22 April Alexandra

Tuesday 23 April Wanaka
Wednesday 24 April Wanaka
Thursday 25 April Fox Glacier
Friday 26 April Hokitika
Saturday 27 April Hanmer Springs

A N N U A L
SWAP MEET 
& COLLECTABLES DAY
Saturday 23 March 2013 

Gates open at 7am

Levin show Grounds events park
14 TiroTiro Road Levin

Admission 
Stall holders $10 – adult $5 – Children free. 

Food and drinks on site all day, something for 
everyone. The area is next to the clubrooms and 

spares will open at 10 am.

Entry off TiroTiro Road south, this will be sign posted

Information Peter Nightingale 06 368 7160 or 
027 633 4713 pdsnight@inspire.net.nz 

Horowhenua Branch VCC NZ Inc.         

WINCHESTER SWAP MEET 
and BAZAAR

Winchester Domain

Saturday 6 April 2013 
(Saturday after the Easter Rally)

GATES OPEN AT NEW TIME OF 7.30am

$5 entry and NO DOGS ALLOWED.

On site Camping Friday night only 

for SITE BOOKINGS contact Janet ph 03 686 0282 

Swap Meet Chairman. Grant Mehrtens  

Phone 03 684 9094 

VCC – SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH.

 

NORTHERN RAID  
 & NORTH SHORE BRANCH  

40TH ANNIVERSARY 
 JOIN US FOR A RALLY TAKING IN THE 

DIVERSE SCENERY OF AUCKLAND’S 
NORTHERN REGION 

ALL CLUB ACCEPTED VEHICLES WELCOME 

SUNDAY 21st APRIL 2013 
EVENING DINNER AT NSVCC CLUBROOMS  

LIMITED TO 100 PERSONS 
ENTRY FORMS @ www.vintagecarclub-northshore.co.nz 

Or email terry@sonatec.co.nz 
Ph  Terry 09 447 3141 
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GORE BRANCH

Swap Meet
and Boot Sale 
Sunday 14 April 2013 
Waimea Street, Gore

8am start, breakfast available

Admittance Adults $3, children free
Seller sites $5

Enquiries to
Stewart 03 208 7932 | Barry 03 208 4877

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

ADMISSION – Adults $10, Children Free (Rides Optional & Extra) PARKING – FREE
Follow the Drury – Waiuku, or Pukekohe – Waiuku Route, Turn into Glenbrook Station Rd (signposted)

Further information: Ph (09) 636 9361, or email the organiser at:    rosscrook@ihug.co.nz

AT THE 

 
Near Waiuku, 50 minutes south-west of Auckland
SATURDAY 23rd and SUNDAY 24th MARCH

                 9AM TO 5PM

 Steam Trains
 Traction Engines
 Horse Ploughing
 Vintage Tractors
 Steam Boats
 Vintage Cars
 Steam Cars
 Vintage Aircraft
 Models
 Big Band Music
 Kids Activities

and Much More …

GLENBROOK VINTAGE RAILWAY

Special Appearance!
A WORKING Example of

The WORLD’S FIRST
STEAM ENGINE, of 1712

www.gvr.co.nz 36th ANNUAL 

PUKEKOHE 
SWAP MEET

FRANKLIN A & P SHOWGROUNDS

March 2 & 3 2013
General Admission $5 per day 

Selling Sites $45 all weekend (includes driver’s admission)

Gates open 2pm 
Friday 1 March for sellers.

Selling sites $40 all weekend. 

Proudly supporting St Johns.

For information contact 
Rob 027 495 5567

Northland Vintage Car Club

ENQUIRIES TO 
Graeme Dawson Ph 09 434 7215 or
Lawrence Hiller Ph 09 438 4448 bus

NORTHLAND ANNUAL COMBINED 

SWAP MEET 
with Whangarei Rod & Custom Club

Northern Street Rods Inc
Car Display & Show

Sunday 28 April 2013 
at Heritage Park SH14 – Maunu Whangarei

Gate open to Public at 8am

ADMISSION 
 $5 per adult | Under 14 Free

Display Cars & Drivers Free | Passengers $5
Trade Site $25 | Stalls $10 per site
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Ashburton  Diane Ross
In the lead up to Christmas there has 

been a flurry of activity including a Posh 
Picnic restricted to Veteran and Vintage 
vehicles, this year featuring early Veterans, 
both authentic and replica. Andrew Sim 
had the 1906 Cadillac out, the 1908 De 
Dion owned by Peter Lynn and the Ross’s 
1902 Oldsmobile also joined the fray. The 
entrants later joined the rest of the branch 
for the Annual Christmas BBQ back at the 
clubrooms. 

Of course there was the Santa Parade 
through town that was well supported by 
branch members. This year the length of 
the course had been doubled, this combined 
with a very warm day saw several cars 
overheating and having to pull out but 
Santa and his sleigh were okay. 

The traditional Oakley pre Christmas 
challenge saw a small group traversing some 
of the more challenging tracks around 
Omarama and the Maniototo. The accom-
panying back-up vehicles had a busy time 
rescuing stuck and drowned entries. 

Trevor Love is often seen driving around 
town in his latest Model T purchased 
from relative Kelvin in 2004 who owned it 
from 1959. This is a car that Trevor recalls 
driving on the family farm as a young lad. It 
looks very original but was once repainted 
with roof paint that has lasted very well. 

Colin Sweetman has moved from Rakaia 
to Ashburton and has built his dream shed 
large enough to house 20 cars.

Years ago the branch had a very active 
motorcycle group, unfortunately most of the 
enthusiasts of that era are no longer with 
us but Garry Hawke and John Wells are 
hoping to get together some of the owners 
of machines that are still sitting in garages 
around the county to have some regular 
outings during the summer.

Auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
Our annual Motorcycle Rally was held 

north of Auckland this year and went coast 
to coast from Orewa to Port Albert and 
roundabouts in between. A wide variety of 
machinery was entered with John Williams 
taking the overall honours in a 1937 
Morgan.

idle

Ashburton: Murray Elliott in the mire on the pre Christmas run in 1937 International.

Ashburton: 1906 Cadillac owner Andrew Sims.

Ashburton: 1925 Ford T owners T & M Love.

Ashburton: Who says there are no young 
members, Andrew McIlroy pilots Dad’s Ford A on 
the pre Christmas Run.
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At a later meeting we heard from Greg 
Sutton about his trip to Bonneville with 
a 1964 Mini trying for the under 1000 cc 
record (top speed on one run was 156 mph) 
and at the same meeting, Murray and Jan 
Burt were awarded their Twenty Five year 
badges.

Nearly 100 members turned out for our 
annual Christmas Party and Restoration 
Judging. Three cars were presented for 
judging. Hans van Deventer’s 1928 Type 43 
Bugatti, finished to the highest standard, 
Don White’s 1970 Mini, in showroom 
condition, and Bruce Hutchinson’s 1913 
Daimler, pristine and out for the first time 
after eight years of exacting craftsmanship. 
An outstanding line-up. After some very 
complex judging, third prize was awarded to 
the Mini and first equal to the Bugatti and 
the Daimler.

Newest arrival is a 1910 Hupmobile 
direct from the United States brought 
in by Roger and Irene Hill. Restorations 
on the go (slowly) include John 
Redding’s 1967 Daimler Sovereign 
and Bill Bielher’s 1967 PB Vauxhall 
while John Payne’s 1952 Lanchester 
Leda looks resplendent in its new paint.
New members welcomed are Paul O’Brien, 
and George Johnson, 1954 Austin Somerset. 

Canterbury  Tony Becker
2012 a Vintage year? Not a lot of 

Cantabrians would agree, however for 
our Branch activities in recent months it 
probably was. A good example was the 
variety of antique autos in support of 
November’s Annual Veteran Rally. Beside 
Brian and Tui Newbery’s unique 1913 

Nazzaro tourer and Joe Grosse’s much 
admired 1919 Nash tow-truck stood as 
vehicles whose maker’s former household 
names have all but disappeared into the 
mists of time. Most members were right 
into the authenticity thing too, dressed in 
the often fussy garb from that era.

The Homestead Run was one I was 
obliged to miss this year but information 
has it that after a pre-rally cuppa at West 
Melton Tennis Club, the Hororata District 
hosted 116 branch vehicles at the Thornes’ 
well presented park-like garden; our best 
supported run/display of 2012.

December is the gymnic and our restora-
tion judging is done at this event. Five new 
restorations were entered this year:
1966 Ford Cortina Lotus, Peter Bell Gold
1976 Mini Clubman, Peter and Robin Levett Gold
1954 Matchless G9, Brian Gathercole Gold
1954 Pontiac, John and Diane Poole Gold
1926 Renault NN, Neil and Jan Bieleski Silver

Famous Kaiaua Fish and Chips were the 
draw card for the New Year’s Day Run 
which attracted a large field of bikes and 
cars for a very scenic run.

Another Model T has hit the road after 
a languishing in bits for many years. Jim 
McCutcheon has owned the 1923 Model 
T roadster since 1960 but had to wait until 
he retired to restore it. The car came from 
Dannevirke and over the last couple of 
years has been brought back to life and is 
affectionately nicknamed Ernie.

Our condolences to the family of Don 
White (Whitey) on his passing and to Jim 
Francis on the loss of partner Nancy.

Bay of Plenty   David Joblin
Ten cars and 20 members took part 

in the inaugural three day First of the 
Summer Days tour at the end of November 
and journeyed to Ohura Prison in the 
King Country, which now provides accom-
modation for visitors. We explored the 
District, including a visit to Mokau and the 
Waitomo Caves, before returning home. 

We were entertained at our regular 
meeting by John Lamb who, in company 
with his wife Adele and Kerry and Marie 
Hart, gave us a talk and slide show about 
his trip to the United States and down 
Route 66.

Auckland: Jim McCutcheon and his newly restored 1923 Model T. Canterbury: Back Country Run 24 November 
2012.

Canterbury: Ivan Hibberd assists with field tests 
at Darfield Domain.

Canterbury: Robert and Eileen Worsfold 1915 
Ford T.
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Bob and Esme Humm organised the 
Annual Canterbury Anniversary Show 
Weekend Tour. Their route toured entrants 
via Kaikoura to Blenheim, taking in VCC 
Marlborough HQ, Yealand’s Vineyards, 
Stewarts Classic Cars and selected eateries. 
Marlborough delivered a nice variety of 
interesting drives and places to see. A 
popular choice.

Branch Librarians Owen Genet 
and Kaye Shaskey recently received an 
extensive quantity of new/old quality 
motor reading and manuals donated from 
a deceased estate. The collection covers 
motorcycles and English cars including 
Jaguar and Morris. Speaking of the latter, 
2013 is Centenary Year for Morris factory 
vehicles. Canterbury Branch owners of 
Morris, Wolseley, Riley, Mini, MG are 
welcome to join events at Cutler Park plus 
town parades and displays throughout the 
year.

A popular trial Back Country Run 
suited to older cars and bikes attracted 40 
keen entrants. Dave Inwood’s devious route 
was loosely fashioned on the Irishman 
experience, traversing lots of metal and 
private Station roads, water-crossings and 
steep farm tracks. Social catch-ups here 
and there helped make this a great Vintage 
boys-day-out that all would readily repeat 
tomorrow. So we must!

Annual Christmas dos for subsections 
plus Children’s Picnic, Night Trial and 
Dance, 9-90s were held as usual with visits 
by a bearded man in a red suit, loaded 

with Christmas cake at final 2012 Noggin’ 
n’ natter. Boxing Day Picnic copped a 
welcome cooler day after 30° the day before.

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
The Austin Club visited our area over 

Labour weekend and we catered a meal for 
them on Sunday night. 

The first weekend in November saw 
six cars visit Gisborne for the bi-annual 
visit. Gisborne organised another good 
run taking us over a range of commercial 
and manufacturing area, newly established 
housing area and we went through a park 
and saw Waka Ama teams practicing. We 
were also allowed time to view the re-siting 
of a large wooden building originally 
belonging to Gisborne’s Charter branch. 
The Gisborne branch won the interclub 
trophy back but the crew in the 1936 Chev 
from our branch won the Entertainment 
trophy. They were seen in places other than 
those designated and going the wrong way 
many times which was evidently caused by 
too many male back seat drivers and no 
female to keep them on track. 

Our Chairman’s Christmas run was held 
early in December, where everyone dressed 
up according the era of their vehicle. 

We were also represented at the 
Christmas parades in Whakatane and 
Kawerau. 

Far North   Dave Duirs
Our branch has hosted the Northland 

Branch for 39 years for the Far North Tour, 

so this one being the 40th, our members 
were encouraged to participate who made 
for a gathering of 100 crews which set out 
from Whangarei. The National President 
and North Island Club Captain came along 
for the experience.

The well attended, Vuletich organised, 
run from Puketona junction covered the 
area around Opua, Paihia and Haruru Falls 
(reputedly the last spot for canabalism!), 
finishing at the Waitangi Treaty grounds 
for a refresher on early history. The Hills 
drove their Triumph Stag as points winners.

A dozen cars started the Annual Dunny 
Run, a challenge between the two top 
branches for the “coveted” wooden toilet 
seat. This was a short drive through bush 
on some great gravel roads back to the 
Kawakawa railway where we were shown 
over the restoration workshops. These are 
manned by a small bunch of enthusiasts 
who are confident that they will ultimately 
reopen the line to Opua for tourism. A ride 
behind the restored steam engine Gabriel to 
a refurbished station next to what is consid-
ered the longest, curved, wooden bridge 
in the southern hemisphere brought back 
great memories of steam trains and the 
coal fields which still lie below Kawakawa. 
Far North won the trophy with Heatleys 
in their old Landrover being the smartest 
crew. 

The Rogers have been working furiously 
restoring their ‘69 Mustang Fastback as the 
publicity car for our Autospectacular. The 
Garret’s Vauxhall 30/98 has had an engine 

Canterbury: Back Country Run 24 Nov 2012, Bob Gibson driving Greg Lamb’s 1929 De Soto.
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once over. The Graham’s Morris 8 and 
Woollam’s Brough are getting a birthday 
fix for the trip to the Napier Art Deco. 
New member Alister Kelly’s old ‘29 Chev 
is being brought back to life after years 
sleeping in storage and Baird’s V8 Ford, 
Fail’s Model A, Matthews Ford, MacKay’s 
Atlantic A90 and several other projects are 
coming to fruition, perhaps we will have a 
big contingent for Dunedin 2016.

Graeme Moore’s Motorkhana with 
various activities in the paddock – slalom, 
blind driving, clover leaf time trial, pitstop 
wheel changes, were a lot of fun and skill 
challenges enjoyed, particularly, by a good 
number of younger folk. Interestingly the 
fastest and newest vehicles were not the 
best performers. 

Working bees, noggin ’n ’natters and 
midweek runs have all added to a great year 
of motoring. 

Gore    Jim McFadzien 
Our 7th annual Josephville Hill Climb, 

organised by Stewart Quertier, had a 
field of 15 entries. The fastest saloon was 
Mervyn Frew’s Porshe 911, with a time of 
28.99 seconds, with the amazing Anglia of 
Ewan McPherson hot on his heels, with a 
30.53 sec run. Dave Harris in his Johnston-
Formula Ford had the fastest time of the 
day recording 28.13, but the Furi Impulse 
of Jim Bennett stopped the clock with a 
time of 28.54 – watch out Dave. Thanks to 
the flag marshalls who had to bear the rain 
during the early runs.

Our club has gathered quite a few new 
members lately. Trevor Smith from Te 
Anau has a 1939 Rolls-Royce Wraith. Joe 
Perwick is restoring a 1928 Chev truck, 
and making good progress. Cyril McFadzien 
sports a Rover SDI. Eric and Phillipa Eaves 
list a Singer Hunter from their collection. 
Chris and Gaynor Miller found a 1952 
Riley while on holiday, drove it home and 
want to get some miles on it. Des Brewster 
is nearing completion on his Triumph 
13/60, and Colin and Roseanne Shaw have 
a Triumph 2.5, which needs more ‘air time’. 
A hearty welcome to you all. 

Senior member Neil McVicar bought a 
1925 Humber as a ‘something to do project’, 
and it certainly was. The diff crown wheel 
teeth needed more attention than the best 
dentists capabilities. Also Humber pistons 
proved impossible to get, so the car now has 
a cut down Landrover diff, and early Honda 
Civic pistons fitted. Bryan Neilson and 
others helped Neil in this daunting project 
which performed well on a test run. Other 
members await the official launch.

Hawke’s Bay  Esther Smith
The official opening of the new 

clubrooms took place on Sunday 9 
December with our National President 
John and Chris Coomber there to help 
us celebrate. See our separate report on 
page 32. The following weekend was the 
children’s Christmas party. Richard and 
Hillary Anderson organised a good old 
fashioned fun day complete with sack races. 

It was well supported with lots of grand-
children and grandparents in attendance. 

As 2013 starts, the summer cruise ship 
season is in full swing. Helen Ball organises 
a team of volunteers ensuring there are 
always Vintage cars on hand to farewell 
each ship, and as there are now sometimes 
two ships a day that’s quite an effort on 
everyone’s part.

Entries are good for the Art Deco rally 
on 15–17 February 2013, so an opportunity 
to bring out the Art Deco attire, shine 
up the dancing shoes and polish the cars 
once again for some great motoring. The 
Vintage cars form a wonderful backdrop for 
the architecture and the whole event as the 
inner city roads are returned to the 1930s 
for the weekend. 

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Again lots happening and sadly we have 

lost Steve Green who died quite suddenly 
on 8 December. Steve was only 53 and 
was an active member who through his 
interests, especially motorbikes, kept the 
branch to the fore with articles and superb 
photos regularly in the local news paper. 
The previous issue of Beaded Wheels carries 
a story and report on the restoration of a 
1916 Cadillac, by Steve. At the last club 
night Steve recorded the presentation 
of monies that the branch was proud to 
donate to two local charities, profit from 
our successful motor show, see photo next 
page. Our thoughts are with Maree and 
family at this sad time.

Canterbury: John McLachlan 1918 Cadillac at 
Darfield.

Far North: Motorkhana Vince Mason’s 1926 Overland Whippet and his harem crew.

Far North: Dunny Run winners Jo & Vince 
Heatley presented by Margaret & John Wallace.
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Our feature run last month was 
organised by Tom Hayes a local member 
and historian.

Twenty cars and 50 members first visited  
a 1850 flour mill site, Foxton cemetery, a 
number of homesteads then Moutoa flood 
gates on the Manawatu river. Following 
this we visited a member’s farm to view the 
original Prouse homestead built in 1891.

Then to the old Levin Cemetery to 
view a grave of a New Zealand war hero 
James Waddell. He was one of Frances most 
decorated soldiers and commander of the 
French Foreign Legion. Then another local 
soldier who was decorated with a VC, Leslie 
Andrew.

Marlborough   The Major
Once again Lyall Mooney’s organising 

ability shone with a well-run trip to the 
Stockton Coal Mine out of Westport, 
enjoyed by 23 local members. This also 
included viewing a stamping mill operation 
at Mitchells Gold Mine.

The branch Christmas dinner finished 
off a busy and interesting 2012 and was 
held in Picton, overlooking the Waikawa 
Marina. What a wonderful view, all those 
beautiful yachts.

On the restoration scene things are still 
ticking along steadily. Oliver Vercoe, who 
bought a nice Hillman at the Canterbury 
Swap meet, has had a little finishing work 
done and is now motoring happily. John 
Armiger decided to sell his ‘04 Oldsmobile 
and it was snapped up at Canterbury Swap 
Meet. John has also been doing good work 
on his ‘06 Renault, improving the brakes.

Bob O’Malley is well on with his AA 
Ford Truck. Trevor McLean purchased a 

very sad, but nearly complete ‘24 Chrysler 
tourer restoration project and is already well 
into its restoration. 

The Preston 1915 3 litre Swift is up and 
running, with hood completed, just the 
paper work now and it should be on the 
road late January.

The Stuart Johnson ‘14 Swift twin is 
approaching painting, so isn’t far off 
completion as well.

The traditional 2 January picnic at the 
Harris bach on The Grove, was held in 
sunshine.

Nelson  Don Ammon
Nelson Branch has benefitted from 

Canterbury members abandoning 
Christchurch to live in this area. In my 
last writing I had told we were entertained 
by new members Ian Mitchell and Kevin 
Mercer with their respective 1911 Mitchell 
and 1923 Mercer cars. Sadly shortly after 
this evening Ian passed away. 

The Dennis King Memorial Trial origi-
nally was to have been run at Happy Valley, 
Hira in September but was postponed 
due to flooding. The event was eventu-
ally run on 30 October. Seventeen vehicles 
attended, including cars from Christchurch. 
Local lad Ryan Oliver took honours driving 
Des Plumber’s Austin 7 Special.

November kicked off with a run to 
Easton’s Orchard and Peony Gardens. Over 
30 cars attended and were treated to flowers 
and afternoon tea in the beautiful grounds 
of the Easton’s property near Motueka. 
Club night was a fish and chips evening 
at Historic Isel house in Stoke – a good 
turnout enjoyed evening in the park with 

the homestead open to view and lovely old 
furniture to be seen.

North Otago Nonie Rooney
North Otago held its first swap meet 

since 1981 on Saturday 17 November during 
the town’s Victorian Heritage Week. It 
turned out a success with 50 sites covering 
a wide range of motoring merchandise, 
including stalls from Ashburton and South 
Canterbury branches. Also included was 
an excellent car display. Members attended 
from Invercargill to Christchurch.

The main event for the North Otago 
Branch, the annual Windsor Rally, was 
held on Saturday 1 December. Over 60 
cars assembled on the Stoke Street reserve 
near the branch clubrooms, before taking 
on one of three routes through the many 
scenic back country roads of North Otago. 
After a leisurely lunch at the Ngapara rugby 
grounds, the field tests included one which 
tested the driver’s knowledge of the height 
of the car tyre in cms. During the evening 
meal, presentation of Rally Trophies 
were made and long service badges were 
presented by Alon Mayhew, South Island 
Club Captain to John Miller (50 years), 
Ralph Weir (35 years) and Derek Atkinson 
(25 years).

This evening ended with the launch 
by Rex Murray (first branch chairman) of 
the North Otago Branch History publica-
tion entitled 50 Vintage Years. Contained 
within the 134 pages, covering the period 
from 1960 to 2010, is a most interesting 
collection of reports and photographs of our 
branch’s activities. 

Horowhenua: Prouse homestead, Levin.

Horowhenua: cars at the Moutua flood gate stop.Horowhenua: Graeme McKenzie (Chairman) 
centre, presenting cheques to Health Shuttle 
representatives. Photo Steve Green.
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North Shore   Mary Lloyd
Like a lot of other branches, we have 

now decided to produce a bi-monthly 
newsletter to save costs. 

The official opening of the shed and 
fire engine dedication were two major 
highlights with about 60 people attending. 

Sunday 25 November turned out to be 
a perfect day for the branch’s big annual 
event. On arrival at the Mason Road 
Clubrooms, I was surprised at the number 
of cars lining up at the entrance, Vintage, 
classic and hot rods. One queue for show 
cars and the other for spectators of which 
there were hundreds. The area dedicated 
to the Swap Meet was packed and many 
satisfied customers could be seen carrying 
their spoils back to vehicles.

With about 200 show cars in place it 
made an awesome sight and people were 
enjoying wandering around inspecting 
the beautiful cars, trucks and motorbikes. 

Gary Dooley was an excellent commentator 
who kept everyone informed of what was 
happening and announced which cars had 
won spot prizes. 

The Zodiac Club won the best club 
display; the people’s choice prize went to 
a Ford Fairlane and the best car on show 
went to a 1935 Chrysler Airflow.

The year finished with our annual 
Gymkhana and Christmas Party. The 
evening was topped off with the arrival of 
Santa laden with presents for the children. 
2012 has certainly been a memorable year.

Otago   Ralph Harrison
The branch held the Commercial and 

Veteran Rally on 24 November 2012 where 
five Veteran and five commercial vehicles 
with nine supporter cars and motorcycles 
started from the clubrooms. The run took 
us out to Macandrew Bay then back to 
the city via Portsmouth Drive and Wharf 

Street then on through to Port Chalmers 
and on to Aramoana Domain. A timed 
section and questions were used to find 
a winner. In the afternoon we made our 
way back to the clubrooms for the trophy 
presentation. 

Brendon McLellans’ newly restored 1946 
Chevrolet truck attracted a lot of interest 
during the day, as it was its first day out on 
a local event. 

The winners were: Veteran, Colin 
and Joan Pearce in their 1912 Sunbeam; 
Commercial, Gill and Ruth Edmund in 
their 1976 Mini panel van; Supporters, 
Bryan and Sue Bush in their 1935 Austin 7 

The Sparkaholics group had a Christmas 
get together enjoyed by many members of 
the branch. We also held a well attended 
pre Christmas barbecue at the clubrooms. 

A good number of our members attended 
the South Otago Annual Rally and picked 
up prizes as well. Results are as follows for 

North Otago: Windsor Rally, 1915 Model T Ford roadster and Murray Pryde, photo Carol Edwards

North Otago: Colin O’Hara and 1930 Austin 7 
roadster and Murray Pryde, photo Carol Edwards

North Otago: Copies of 
50 Vintage Years are 
available from Kathleen 
Perry, phone 03 4347 226 
or email northotago@vcc.
org.nz $20 per copy with 
additional $5 postage.

North Shore: North Shore Car Show 2012. North Shore: 2012 North Shore Best Car on show, 1935 Chrysler.
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the Otago branch members: Post Vintage 
Section Winners, Stu and Lyn Neill. 
Best performance for a Veteran vehicle 
and Veteran Vehicle Peoples Choice, 
Nevan Gough. Motorcycle first place and 
Motorcycle Riders Choice, Lew Williams. 
Post 60 Peoples Choice, Ralph Harrison 

Welcome to new members, Colin 
Deaker, P60 and P80 class Triumph 
vehicles; Ivan Mockford, 1933 Austin; 
Oliver Harman, 1933 Morris 10/4; John 
Stringer, 1923 Ford T pickup 

South Canterbury  Bill Weir 
SC Motorcycle Rally 4 November 2012. 

Riders and bikes arrived at the clubrooms 
for briefing before heading out Beaconsfield 
Rd then south over some interesting roads 
with wonderful views, snow to the west 
and out to the sea in the east. The timed 
section ended at the ford at Grays Crossing 
where Alvin and Margaret Jones collected 
our cards. It was good to have riders from 
Dunedin, Oamaru, Christchurch and 
Ashburton join the local members for a 
day out (19 bikes). Margaret Dale won 
the Vintage section and John Austin the 
PV trophy. (Margaret adds that one of the 
things she likes about being on a bike is the 
variety of smells; broome, gum trees and 
sileage).

Noteable event for the SCVCC was the 
30th anniversary of the Summer Safari. On 
Thursday 8 November, 9 cars assembled at 
the Otaio Gorge Camp area to celebrate 
this event. The first Safari went to Otaio 
Gorge and some of the cars were on the 
original get-together 30 years ago. 

In 1982 Gordon Stevenson organised 
the first Safari for the VCC which was 

down at Otaio. Gordon organised quite a 
few of the early safaris. A few of the places 
we have been over the years are, Orari 
Gorge, Noondale, Raincliffe, Winscombe, 
Manahuna, Grange Hills, Evans Crossing, 
Mt Nimrod, Cannington, Monavale, Earl 
Rd, Craigmore, Rockwood, Te Moana 
Gorge, Toomeys Bridge, O’Neils Reserve to 
name a few.

Another highlight for the South 
Canterbury Branch 2012 year was the 
dinner and presentation in December of 50 
year badges to Alan Breahaut and Rodney 
Don.

On 18 November a surprise entrant in 
the Veteran, Vintage and Commercial Run 
was the 1924 Crossley of Alan Patrick’s from 
Winchester. The car arrived at Winchester 
several years ago via several trailer loads of 
parts for restoration. Alan was fortunate to 
find enough parts to rebuild as Crossleys 
are rare in New Zealand. Alan was pleased 
with the car apart from some teething 
problems. The result of all the hard work is 
a fine looking vehicle.

Rotorua: 1961 Chev Bel Air.North Shore: North Shore Car Show 1925 Renault.

South Canterbury: Alan Patrick beside his newly restored 1924 Crossley at the South Canterbury Vet, 
Vin, Commercial Rally.
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South Otago   John Cook
We had five vehicles attend the Otago 

Branch’s 40th Taieri Tour. Our own Wally 
and Alison Ollerenshaw, in their 1952 MG 
TD, won the Post War section and also 
were the Overall Winners. Taking second 
place in the Post 1960 section was Murray 
Sutherland in his 1962 Morris Minor.

Mel Tapp tells us he has been visiting 
Ross Pringle who is restoring a 1933 Ford 
V8 3 ton truck. This has always been a 
local truck having first been sold in Milton 
by the then Ford dealers to a carrier. It then 
was sold and became a farm truck around 
the area and spent it’s last days as a timber 
truck for a local building firm that Ross’s 
father managed.

Mel also has parted with his 1927 Dodge 
after 45 years. The new proud owners being 
Robin and Cheryl Tapp. 

Members Paul and Kaye McNabb are 
taking their 1929 Model A Ford to the 
Model A Nationals being held in Thames 
at Easter 2013. A big ask as they will be 
driving it there and back! They have 
attended nine Nationals in this car before 
but this time it will be as the new owners.  

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
Potters Paddock was held in December 

in very wet conditions. John Muter had 
set the gymkhana driving tests and all 
were completed with Robert Gudopp being 
announced the winner in a Morris Minor. 

The branch organised a Christmas 
barbecue in December and invited 
members from kindred clubs to join us. It 
was a very successful day in which we were 
able to showcase our clubrooms, parts sheds 
and library.

We also gained five prospective members 
who are interested in joining our branch. 
The general comments from the kindred 
club members were very complimentary 
with many congratulating us on the layout 
and our displays, especially the members’ 
cars photos that are a feature on some of 
the walls in the clubrooms. 

A very good attendance of members and 
their cars took part in the Pie and Pint Run 
to Opunake. Our vehicles were lined up in 
front of the Opunake Pub. The members 
then split to drive home with the New 
Plymouth members visiting the restored 
Egmont Light house on the Pungarehu 
coastline with the Hawera members calling 
in on Theo Dodunski’s interesting shed.

Mid-week run members inspected the 
wooden vehicle body frames being made 
by Neil Carter in Normanby. It was inter-
esting to see the progress on the 1904 Arrol 
Johnston being restored for an overseas 
person as we had seen the bonnet, body 
panels and mudguards being made at 
Arthur’s car Restorers in Toko last year. 
After restoration the car will be shipped 
back to England.

Taupo   Greg Nattrass
This year for the men’s night saw us 

visiting member Mike Cameron who has 
a large collection of Vintage trucks. He 
gave us an insight into his collection. 
From a 1918 White to a 1929 Dennis, with 
quite a few in between, some still in their, 
unrestored state, others closer to going back 
on the road. The ladies had Anne McLeod 
from Taupo District Council explaining 
different aspects of local government. 

The run for November was the 
Chairman’s run, which saw a small group 
of members heading through the forgotten 
highway to Whangamomana, Then onto 
Stratford for a weekend of sightseeing, 
visiting local museums, and enjoying some 
of the attractions on offer in the area.

On our country run in December a great 
turnout of members participated in a drive 
to the western side of the lake. The run 
saw a mixture of Vintage and modern, with 
those in soft tops taking advantage of the 
nice day. Our Christmas dinner once again 
had an excellent turnout. This year the 
committee moved it to a Saturday night to 
take off the pressure for those that work, 
and this idea seemed to be appreciated by 
the members. 

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball 
It’s 2013 already, and our North Island 

Easter Rally is coming up fast. The organ-
ising committee reports that everything 
is in hand and they are looking at weekly 
meetings from here on to tie up the loose 
ends. 

The weeks leading up to Christmas 
were busy, with a major event being the 
two-day Peter Chisholm Memorial Rally. 
This was won by Mary Buick and her friend 
Lola Gaudin who, it turned out, had both 
been on the original rally in 1973 and who 
were both previous winners. The group 
overnighted at Otapawa Station, near 
Pongaroa. Rally placings were based on fuel 
economy, with Mary and Lola (Wolseley 
1300) logging 32.18mpg, followed by 
branch chairman Neville and Beth Taylor 
(Austin 10) and Gordon and Frances Clode 
(Hillman station wagon). The Bummer 

South Otago: Paul and Kaye McNabb and their 1929 Model A Ford.
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prize went to John and Sheila Clark, whose 
speedo failed after just six miles and who 
were awarded an estimated distance. 

The Christmas gymkhana, involving 
half a dozen obstacle courses and skills tests, 
was won convincingly by Gary Hickling, in 
his 1976 Mercedes Benz 450SL. He finished 
up festooned with red ribbons. Rienk 
Asscher (1954 Vauxhall Velox) dominated 
the third placings, while several drivers 
shared second placings. 

A display at Cobblestones Museum in 
Greytown and participation in several street 
parades and the annual Mauriceville Fair 
kept members busy right up till year-end, 
with our well received Christmas Party 
being held at the Top Pub in Greytown.  

Waitemata  Di Humphreys
Another successful Chelsea Walsh 

Hillclimb was held on Sunday 11 November 
2012. The entrant numbers were down; 
a few sick Austin 7s around the North 
Shore at present, but fewer entrants gave 
the attending competitors the advantage of 
having more runs on what turned out to be 
a fine weather day. Our 83 year old motor-
cyclist Les Harris continues to enjoy the 
hill each year on his trusty BSA Bantam 
and it is good to have Ryan McDonald 
in his Chev Racer back with us again. 
A new Trophy donated by Barry Gay’s 
Family for “An Entrant in a Borrowed Car” 
should have come to me as I had Lawrence 

Poolman’s MG C Type Montlhery Midget  
but at the prizegiving my hubby mentioned 
that Kevin Andrew had borrowed the MG 
J2 from his wife! So guess who got the 
Barry Gay Trophy! 

The combined weekend race meeting 
with Historic Racing Sports Car Club held 
early in December at the Taupo Race Track 
was an excellent event. 

Yes, it is a long way to have to travel, 
but having so much track time over two 
days for such a small cost has to be a good 
deal. A fine collection of Vintage cars with 
some entrants joining Waitemata’ites from 
Napier and the Bay Of Plenty. The facilities 
at the venue are terrific, you can see most 
of the track from the grandstand and there 
are good toilets and showers available and a 
lovely wooded grass area near by is available 
for the motor home or the tent. It also 
turned out to be a good area for allowing 
the younger generation Vintage drivers to 
get into the drivers seat and give it a go. 

The traditional New Years Eve at Castle 
Gairdner is a tradition no longer but Don 
and Anne Suckling are forming a new 
tradition with a completely different style of 
New Years Eve do. 

The coming Roycroft Trophy Meet at 
Hampton Downs over Easter is well into 
the organising phase and entry forms will 
be available soon.

I finish on a sad note, Marjorie Gairdner, 
wife of long time branch member John 

Gairdner passed away just after Christmas. 
Marjorie was always there helping John in 
whatever role he took within the Branch 
and she will be sorely missed by all. 

Wellington  Ray Betteridge
Our Annual Rally in November had its 

focus on scenery. Unfortunately the weather 
limited this. With a timed trip up the valley 
and into Moonshine we worked hard to 
find silent checks, answers and at the same 
time keep regular speed up. Knowledge of 
one’s school atlas was needed to identify the 
oceans we saw along the way.

Down through Wellington and around 
the coast to Island Bay, a warm welcome 
and lunch at the bowling club. After lunch, 
a trip to the Windmill finished a good 
day out with all winners indeed worthy 
of their achievements. Overall winners of 
the November Rally were Hal and Anne 
O’Rorke.

The Annual Dinner was well attended 
and everyone enjoyed a great night with 
Annual Awards presented to: 
Challenge Trophy  Doug and Carilyn Banks 
Navigator of the Year  Joanna Buck 
Young Navigator  Emma Purdy.

Murray and Kay Hislop received the 
Club Captains Award. They have produced 
another year of great midweek runs – it’s 
tempting to retire just to be able to attend.

The Social Country Run to Mt 
Holdsworth had a better day and at the 

Wairarapa: Prizewinners from the Peter Chisholm 
Memorial Rally. From left, John and Sheila Clark 
(Bummer trophy), Neville Taylor, second, and winners 
Lola Gaudin and Mary Buick. 

Wairarapa: Cars on display at the Cobblestones Museum open day in Greytown 

Wairarapa: Rienk Asscher 
swept third placings. 

Wairarapa: Gary Hickling 
cleaned up at the Wairarapa 
Christmas gymkhana. 

Wairarapa: Tucking in, and no dishes to worry 
about! 

Wairarapa: Magazine editor 
Rosemary Hickland got into 
the spirit of the party. 
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picnic the gumboot throwing competition 
was held with once again, some dubious 
techniques adopted. 

Although it was wet for the Children’s 
Christmas Party, spirits were not dampened 
and Santa arrived dry and shared his gener-
osity with over 70 painted and happy faced 
kids. 

Waitemata: The Aldersley Team work together to sort the Austin 7’s problem at Taupo race meet.

Waitemata: Les Harris on his BSA Bantam at 
Chelsea Hillclimb. 

Waitemata: Ryan McDonald ‘s Chev Racer at Chelsea Hillclimb. 

Wellington: Busy activity time at the Christmas 
Party, photo Delena West. 

Wellington: “Winners of November Rally” – Hal 
and Anne O’Rorke,photo Stan Garmonsway.

Wellington: Children awaiting their goodies from Santa” – photo Delena West 
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Donald Vernon White (Whitey)

16 10 1930 – 22 12 2012
Whitey seems to have had an interest 

in things mechanical since his early and 
somewhat difficult childhood. He started 
his working life as an apprentice motor 
mechanic but quickly changed to refrig-
eration engineering. In his teens he had 
a motorcycle and a 1937 Ford V8 coupe.

Following his marriage to Phyllis in 
1950 he concentrated on establishing 
both a family and business, although 
Muriwai Beach motorcycle races attracted 
some of his spare time. His interest in 
Vintage car matters may have been 
aroused when he accompanied his friend 
and beach racing rival Don Cameron to 
the 1960 National Rally in Morrinsville 
in Don’s 1907 Sizaire et Naudin. Whitey 
formally joined the VCC in June 1964 and 
a 1928 Sunbeam 16hp became the White 
family’s Vintage vehicle. This car was 
sold to Dave Allbon about 1977. Business 
commitments kept Whitey pretty busy 
but a number of events were attended.

During the 1972 Inernational Rally 
at Nelson Whitey bought the very tired 
remains of a 1909 Sizaire et Naudin and 
this was restored over the next three or 
four years. The car proved very successful 
once Whitey had sorted out the driving 
peculiarities associated with it. The 
car was campaigned at most Auckland 
Veteran rallies and most Pan Pacific 
rallies. Auckland rallies would see a little 
rivalry with the Cameron Sizaire, and at 

Pan Pacifics some rivalry with the late 
Bob Turnbull’s Sizaire. Whitey out-lived 
both the other Sizaire owners, although 
Bob Turnbull retained his Sizaire until his 
death earlier in 2012.

About the time the Sizaire was finished 
Whitey bought a 1947 Allard P2 roadster 
in running order. He used this vehicle 
for rallies, other than Veteran events, 
improving the car as he went along. 
Hunua 100’s, Auckland PV PW rallies, 
one Waitemata RÓilcan Rally, several Far 
North Tours and national rallies were 
undertaken. Whitey was also involved in 
a number of Chelsea hillclimbs and some 
other speed events.

In the ‘90s an even rarer 1912 Four 
cylinder Sizaire et Naudin was found, or 
rather the engine and a few other bits 
were found and Whitey successfully got 
this restored, although he had to use a 
different transaxle as sourcing the original 
Sizaire type proved an impossibility. He 
had a fair amount of help from his son 
Donald junior, a skilled engineer, in this 
restoration.

In the first decade of this century, the 
Sizaires were sold and Whitey purchased a 
1972 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow and this, 
along with the Allard were used in many 
events until his declining health in mid 
2012 prevented their use.

Whitey served the Auckland branch 
as a committee member for a short 
time. Other interests included fishing 
and boating and beach tractor racing 
at Buckelton’s Bay. He also proved 
a competent driver of the Auckland 

Branch charabanc, quickly gaining confi-
dence on the one occassion he drove it, 
and he covered a fair few miles in the 
writer’s Whippets, including the second 
Waitemata FART event

He had a mischevious sense of 
humour and his 8mm films were a 
feature of charabanc team christmas 
events in the ‘70s and ‘80s. There was 
also a little political rivalry with another 
Auckland member and friend with “vote 
for the other party” signs mysteriously 
appearing on each others properties on 
one occasion. His major concern however 
always appeared to be his family and 
to wife Phyllis, daughters Ronnie and 
Debbie, son Donald and to the many 
granchildren and great grandchildren we 
extend our condolences.

Whitey, as the Irish poet said. May the 
road rise up to meet you.

John Stokes 

OBITUARY

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

UNDER THE NEW
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s
Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Auckland 2120

PISTON RINGS CAST IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds, 

Cooling Fins, Castings, 
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE
MOTORING 

ENGINEER ltd
No. 6 R.D.

Palmerston North
Phone 06 324-8707
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www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden

P 03 314 4422 M 027 221 8092 A H 03 314 4992

Classic and Vintage Restorations

AMERICAN

CARS

ENGLISH

CARS

NORTH CANTERBURY

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS LTD

MOTORCYCLES



For an obligation free quote call

0800 658 411 select option 2
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