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Auckland 0629 
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PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
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wellington@vcc.org.nz 
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wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
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westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
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This image has been supplied by Adrienne Cleaver from a collection 
of family photos. The photo features Norma Jones and on the back 
is written “the first woman to drive a car in NZ”. Norma Jones’. 
Passenger is her father William Baxter Jones. 

Adrienne has no idea if this information is true. Can anyone shed 
any light on the details?
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Waitemata Branch’s Alistair Robinson 
congratulates Harold Booth on winning 
this year’s  R’oil Can, see Rally Snippets 
page 34. 

This issue has a stunning line-up of 
vehicles for sale. A 1954 Chrysler would 
make a great road trip vehicle this 
summer, see page 42.
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Brian Goodman shares the tale of this 
MG PA, see page 32.



president’s 
message

The Annual General Meeting in 
Christchurch was a great success and a 
number of delegates commented to me on 
how much they had enjoyed the weekend. 
I would like to thank Canterbury Branch 
for the excellent event, and especially all 
those who turned out with vehicles to 
transport delegates to the venue. It was 
a privilege for us to have life members 
Andrew and Mollie Anderson and Roger 
White present at the meeting. Andrew 
is our only surviving founder member, 
and celebrated 50 years since he was 
first elected national president. I invited 
Andrew to speak to the meeting, as this 
was a rare opportunity for members to 
hear directly the thoughts of a founder 
member from 67 years ago. His speech 
was short, to the point, and inspirational. 
Andrew described himself as a dinosaur at 
the age of 85 but there was no hint of that 
in his message or presentation. Having 
lost none of his power of oratory, we were 
given a glimpse of the type of speeches 
and debate which the early club AGMs 
were renowned for. 

The minutes of the national AGM are 
included in this issue of Beaded Wheels, 
and I encourage members to read them 
fully. The main points of Andrew’s speech 
are included and worth noting, as are 
his comments when he addressed the 
meeting after discussion on the results 
of the Wanganui Rally, and value of 
an international guest attending these 
rallies. Andrew gave a valuable histor-
ical overview of the difficulties and 
problems facing the committees involved 
in planning and organising these events 
over the past fifty years, and spoke of 
parochialism as being the enemy that the 
club has endeavoured to avoid since its 
foundation. Over the years, I can recall 
many of the comments made by the 
nay-sayers who have opposed progress 
being made to improve and expand both 
branches and the club in general, and 
it is only looking back over the years, 
with the benefit of historical hindsight 
that we see the wisdom of people like 
Andrew. Had some of the arguments 
prevailed many years ago, this club may 
not have lasted until now, and if it did 
there would be a very small membership 
of elderly owners of vintage and veteran 
cars only with limited financial resources 
and little ability to achieve any conces-

as we see it

I attended the VCC AGM recently and 
as has been the case at previous AGMs a 
member raised the issue of a potential name 
change for the VCC. As always there was 
some discussion but no agreement or resolu-
tion. So, no surprises there! 

However I would like you to consider the 
title of this magazine. Beaded edge tyres and 
their wheels were common up to the mid 
1920s and were replaced by other methods 
of tyre security by 1927. When the Beaded 
Wheels title was first used in March 1955 
we were a much smaller club and members 
would have been well aware of the meaning 
of the title. These days we find ourselves 
having to explain what beaded wheels mean 
to new and potential members and even 
then I’m not sure that all understand! An 
explanation can be found on page three 
but that raises the issue of if we need to 
document the explanation of the title 
within the magazine then maybe we have 
missed the point.

While thinking about any possible 
change we need to consider the wide range 
of vehicles that the VCC caters for. We are 
more than just cars; more than just Vintage 
vehicles; more than just vehicles that use 
beaded edge tyres. What we are is The 
Historic Vehicle Authority of New Zealand. 
What we do is cater for all vehicles, cars, 
motorcycles, trucks and so on, that are over 
30 years old. On that basis it could be 
considered that a historic vehicle is one that 
is over 30 years old. If we did change we 
would not lose the use of Beaded Wheels as 
the title would still be used for many years or 
even decades ahead as we refer back to what 
we have done in the past. The link would 
be solid and tangible and even if we did 
change the title I am sure that many current 
members, myself included, will still refer to 
their magazine as Beaded Wheels irrespective 
of what is printed on the cover. What the 
change can do though is to bring us into the 
21st century with a title that is more descrip-
tive of all that the VCC is about. New and 
prospective members will relate to their club 
magazine more readily and last, but not least 
we will have more impact on the book stalls 
with a name that is less redolent of some 
kind of craft involving beads. 

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

sions today from authorities to continue 
use of their precious vehicles. There would 
not have been the resources provided by 
many branches such as parts sheds and 
libraries which are essential to support 
our hobby. It is natural as we age to resist 
change, and as an ageing organisation we 
must all step outside our comfort zones 
and embrace the inevitable changes and 
challenges we face for the sake of survival 
of our wonderful club. Andrew reminds 
us that we are here to have fun, and if 
you have lost that perspective, perhaps 
you should consider joining another 
organisation. I have read several of the 
branch magazine reports from chairmen 
and delegates, and while some give a 
reasonable overview of the AGM, I am 
disturbed by the poor reporting and lack 
of objectivity by some. One South Island 
delegate’s report was factually incorrect 
and negatively biased to the extent that I 
would expect that members of his branch 
would be concerned about the direction of 
the club. Unfortunately he did not make 
any contribution to any of the debate at 
either meeting. I suggest that you read 
the minutes of the AGM included in 
this issue, and compare them with your 
delegate’s reports.

Please check out the article titled 
“Special message from Vero Insurance” 
on page 39, as it contains important infor-
mation on additional benefits Vero have 
arranged for VCC members insured with 
them. Vero were very quick to address 
this issue which was raised by one of our 
members as a result of a claim. I would like 
to thank Simon James and Kate Smeath 
for the speedy response we have had to 
this issue and the procedures they have 
put in place to look after our members. If 
you are looking at other insurance cover 
for your club vehicles, you should check 
this out before making comparisons with 
other insurance company policies.

The National Commercial Rally will 
be held in Gisborne over Labour weekend. 
Entries have been very slow but are now 
arriving steadily and it looks like this will 
be a very successful event. Commercial 
rallies are quite different to other VCC 
events and I encourage members to go 
along and have a look at the vehicles 
entered in this event. Christine and I are 
looking forward to attending and travel-
ling in the Quarries Model A bus. I hope 
to catch up with a good number of you 
there.

Have fun motoring.
John Coomber

National President
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 october 
 12 King Country Journey Through Time Rally
11-13 Canterbury Branch Swap Meet
 13 Rotorua Club Run
 15-18 Rotorua Mid/week Spring Tour
 18-21 Hawke’s Bay Safari Weekend
 19-20 Canterbury Girder Fork Motorcycle Rally
 19 Southland Vintage/Post Vintage
 19 Otago Autospectacular
 19 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 20 Ashburton Spring Rally
 20 E Bay of Plenty Sunday Run
 20 Gore P60 Run
 20 Marlborough Waihopi Valley Run
 20 Marlborough Motorcycle Run to Wairau 

Valley
 20 Taupo Posh Afternoon Tea
 20 Waikato Club Event
 20 Wanganui Sunday Run
 20 Wellington Heritage Rally
 20 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Sunday run to Tapora
 25-29 Bay of Plenty First of the Summer Wine 

Rally – The Franklin Trek
 25-28 Gisborne 4th National Commercial 

Rally
 26-27 Auckland Annual Hunua 100 Rally
 26-28 Canterbury Social Working Bee
 26-28 Sth Cant Mt Cook Rally  
 27 Bay of Plenty End of Month Run
 27 Nelson Whangamoa Hill Climb

  november 
 1-3 Banks Peninsula Wigram Revival Race Meet
 1-3 Northland Far North Run
 1-4 Marlborough Chairman’s Run to Takaka
 2 Otago Taieri Tour
 2 Gisborne Rally of Gisborne
 2 Southland Commercial Run
 2 Waikato Veteran Rally
 2 Wellington Annual Rally

 2-3 Wairarapa Peter Chisholm Memorial  
Economy Trial Rally

 2-3 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Far North Tour
 3 Canterbury Annual Veteran Rally
 3 Sth Cant Motorcycle Rally 
 8-10 E Bay of Plenty Visit from Gisborne Branch
 8-10 Sth Cant Safari Weekend 
 9 Sth Otago Annual Rally
 9-10 Gisborne EPOP Run
 10 Canterbury Homestead Run
 10 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
 10 Marlborough Pelorus Valley Picnic Run
 13 Bay of Plenty Midweek Run
 15-17 Canterbury Show Weekend Tour
 16 Bay of Plenty Midweek Run
 16 Nth Otago Swap Meet
 16-17 Southland Arrowtown Motorcycle Rally
 17 Ashburton P60/P80 Cliff Begg Run
 17 Central Otago Hospice Cruise
 17 Gore Josephville Hill Climb
 17 Hawke’s Bay Homestead Run
 17 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
 17 Marlborough AA Centennial Rally
 17 Rotorua BBQ Run
 17 Sth Cant Veteran/Vintage/Commercial 

Rally
 17 Waikato Swap Meet
 17 Wanganui Sunday Run
 17  Southwards Car Museum 

Auto Jumble & Swap Meet
 19 Sth Otago Autospectacular
 20 Rotorua   Mid Week Rally
 22-24 Auckland Annual Motorcycle Rally & 

Swap Meet
 23 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
 23 Otago Veteran & Commercial Rally
 23 Northland Dunny Run
 23 Sth Cant Night Trial
 23 Southland Southland Hill Climb
 23-24 Wairarapa Gold Medal Motorcycle Trial
 23 Gisborne Shed Raids

 24 Banks Peninsula Hawkswood Sprint
 24 Gore Hill Climb
 24 North Shore Swap Meet (rain date 30 Nov)
 24 Sth Waikato TTT Rally
 30 Banks Peninsula Pomeroy Trophy
 30 Wairarapa Branch 45th Anniversary & 

Christmas Party

December 
 1 Otago Moped Run
 7 Gore Diggers Run
 7 Horowhenua Christmas Dinner
 7 Nth Otago Windsor Rally
 8 Ashburton Veteran & Vintage Run  

& Christmas Tea
 8 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 8 Wairarapa Gymkhana
 11 Waikato Christmas Social
 12 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Christmas Dinner
 14 Sth Cant Christmas Dinner
 14-20 Ashburton Oakley Run
 15 Gisborne Club Captain’s Wing Ding
 15 Rotorua Christmas Run
 22 Bay of Plenty Christmas Run

January 
 1 Ashburton New Year’s Day Run & BBQ
 1 Sth Cant New Year’s Day parade
 1 Waikato New year’s Day Run
 1 Wanganui Taihape Annual Gumboot 

Rally 
 1 Wellington 2014 Picnic Run
 

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC National Events
2013
National Commercial Rally Gisborne Labour Weekend 
    26-28 October
2014
National Veteran Rally Waikato 19-23 March
Nth Island Easter Rally Central Hawke’s Bay 18-21 April
Sth Island Easter Rally West Coast 

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS
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VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns 
National Office Manager

National Annual General Meeting/ 
Branch Office details and calendar 
of events

Members, please find enclosed a copy 
of the AGM minutes, branch office details 
and calendar of events. During the AGM 
weekend the executive meeting was held.  
A copy of these minutes is held by your 
branch secretary. 

10 Yearly renewal of Vehicle ID Cards 
Three months prior to expiry National 

Office will send out a renewal advice. 
When you receive the renewal advice 
please check the details are correct and if 
the vehicle’s appearance has not changed 
from the original Vehicle Identity Card, 
forward your expired Vehicle Identity Card 

and the signed renewal notice to your 
branch for completion.

If you do not enclose the expired 
Vehicle Identity Card, or if the vehicle’s 
appearance has changed, you MUST send 
two identical photos of the vehicle as it 
now looks.

Please don’t delay returning the renewal 
advice until the last minute. The earlier 
you send it in, the faster you will have the 
updated one returned.

Historic Race Licence
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that this has not expired. To renew 
your Licence please forward $23 along with 
your VCC HRL number or old HRL card 
to National Office.

Nicola Wilkinson 
Rally Director 2016

Vero International Festival  
of Historic Motoring 2016
Words Nicola Wilkinson

It was great to catch up with members 
at the recent AGM in Christchurch 
and hear that many of you are planning 
the trip to Dunedin in 2016 with some 
having already booked their accommoda-
tion. For those wanting to be close to the 
Festival HQ – you need to be looking for 
accommodation located in the south of 
the city. However as it only takes 10-15 
minutes to drive from the motels located 
in North Dunedin there will be plenty of 
accommodation for everyone.

The festival logo was unveiled at the 
AGM and I hope you will agree it has 
strong links to Dunedin and Otago. 
Blue and gold being the Otago colours 
with the region being founded on the 
gold rush. The wheel hub represents the 
Octagon which is the centre of Dunedin 
and finally the Royal Albatross which 
makes its home at the head of the Otago 

Peninsula. A trip to the Albatross Centre 
makes for a great afternoon drive and if 
you are lucky you may get to see some of 
those wonderful birds in flight. 

The route committee has been 
meeting on a regular basis over the 
past few months to finalise the lunch 
stop destinations with draft instruc-
tions to some already completed. We are 
conscious that some entrants will prefer 
a route that is completely on tar-sealed 
roads. The medium route for all days will 
suit this group although there may be the 
possibility of minimal gravel if needs be 
to avoid a lot of travelling via the state 
highway. The long route is to be more 
along the lines of a pioneering theme. 
The proposed format for each hub day at 
this stage will be to tour to your lunch 
destination after which you will be free 
to take in the local attractions before 

making your own way back, stopping at 
the optional sightseeing attractions on 
the way. 

By the time you read this, the festival 
website should be live. You will find 
us under www.historicmotoring.co.nz  
There will also be a link from the VCC 
Rally 2012 site to ours if you still have this 
saved under favourites in your browser. 
Keep checking the website regularly as 
we will be updating it with information 
and ways to contact us, along with regis-
tering your intent to enter. We are also 
setting up a Facebook page so keep an 
eye out for this. 

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local branch contact details, or contact your local branch directly for 
application forms and details. See page 2.

From left: Michael Lavender, Mollie Anderson, 
Andrew Anderson and John Coomber. Andrew is 
being presented with a certificate to commemorate 
his role a founder of our club.

DUNEDIN NZ
2016
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Frank Metcalfe
I enjoy Frank Metcalfe’s column Two 

Wheels and Other Things and as a motor-
cyclist myself I find the column entirely 
appropriate in Beaded Wheels. One third 
of Auckland Branch members are motor-
cyclists.

By the way Frank, it would be difficult 
for a ’49 AJS to have had a monobloc 
carb. These carbs weren’t available to 
the industry until the 1955 model range.  
Keep it upright.

John Hartles
Auckland

Easter Rally Slow Traffic
Thank you Graeme Duthie for 

highlighting this bad behaviour. I’m sorry 
the editor did not publish their names.

Really this problem has been discussed 
so many times that all members must be 
aware by now that it has a really negative 
impact on us being able to drive our 
beloved Vintage cars on the road. A lot 
of countries have severe restrictions on 
Vintage cars being able to use public roads.

Vintage car drivers who hold up long 
lines of traffic and make no effort to 
move over damage the public perception 
of the Vintage car movement and undo 
the efforts of those who use their cars for 
public events.

Perhaps our club should ask persistent 
offenders (they are breaking the law) to 
find another home for their cars. The 
great majority of our members pull over 
and let faster cars go by so why should 
these law-abiding members be tainted in 
the public opinion by a very few, ignorant, 
individuals who bring us all into disre-
spect.

We do rely a lot on public good will. So 
come on VCC, let’s really toughen up on 
these road hogs.

Roger Ballard

Beaded Wheels Issue 323
Just received the above issue; possibly 

the best ever published. My first copy is 
number 12. 

Barrie Grant

Info please
On a tip from the AACA forum, I am 

contacting your readers looking for the 
following information.

I am looking for Belgian made cars/
motorcycles all over the globe. I want to 

Garage Find
Recently, with the death of my father 

in Taumarunui, we revisited an old family 
story about the sale of a Rugby car in 
Taumarunui by my grandfather.

My grandfather, Len O’Riley, was 
approached by a local electrician while 
my grandmother was away visiting family 
in Motueka. This was the early 1960s and 
times were not that great. The electrician 
offered my grandfather £50 for the Rugby 
car he had in the garage. He reluctantly 
sold the vehicle which at the time was 
worth considerably more. We understand 
that the electrican immediately took it 
up to Auckland and made a substantial 
profit. 

When my grandmother returned she 
was ropeable as it was her vehicle and 
not my grandfather’s. We are not sure 
whether the vehicle had come up from 
Motueka (she was a Canton who had 
settled the area) or followed her from 
Hawke’s Bay where she had moved to as 
a young girl following the death of her 
mother. Anyway she threw the money at 
my grandfather and vowed never to touch 
it. This was probably the main bone of 
contention between them over the years.

After my grandparents died mum and 
dad moved into the property but after 
dad’s death the property was too difficult 
for mum to manage.

While cleaning the sheds out on the 
property I came across both a Rugby car 
badge and to our surprise, a roll of notes 
adding up to £50 hidden behind a blind.

We can only presume it is the same £50 
as nothing else would really make sense.

What we are wondering is, given the 
scarcity of these cars, whether it would be 
possible to track the car down. We are not 
sure how we would go about this but as 
the family members are dying off it would 
be nice to give a couple of them a surprise. 
If the car is still roadworthy and acces-
sible, with a last ride in the vehicle, while 
adding some information about its history 
at the same time.

Any thoughts or help would be appre-
ciated.

Noel O’Riley
diana.oriley@xtra.co.nz
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tell their stories, pictures, where to find 
what. Those stories will be shared on my 
blog. www.bloggen.be/pre1930rally.

Recently discovered are a 1913 Frenay 
and a Elgé car, both unique examples. 
But I am interested in all brands such 
as Minerva, FN, Metallurgique, Germain. 
All info welcome.

Braeken Ivo
Elckerlycstraat 5
3670 Meeuwen 
Belgium

Slow Traffic
I whole heartedly agree with Graeme 

Duthie regarding slow cars, either on 
rallies or getting to and from them.

This happens so often that it gets 
horribly embarrassing when normal 
motorists complain.

We are so lucky that we can use our 
cars as we do, yet this is jeopardised by a 
minority.

All they have to do is keep left and 
leave a large gap between cars so that 
faster traffic can pass.

While I am at it, another problem that 
is creeping in is the number of cars parti-
capating in rallies and events that are not 
registered or without a current wof, or 
displaying stickers from other cars.

How do we stand as a club if one of 
these non-legal vehicles is involved in a 
bad accident while on a run?

I pointed this out to a VCC organiser 
at the Art Deco fashion show two years 
ago re a car that had been driven to the 
meet with no warrant and using another 
car’s rego. His answer was very off-hand 
and he was really not worried.

We are finding more of this all the time 
now and what does it say on all of our 
rally packs? Yes, that’s right, it should be 
mandatory that each car is checked at the 
start of the rally and if it is not street legal 
it should not be allowed to start.  

Don Huggins

Ed Note: Of course vehicles should be 
licensed and have a current warrant of fitness 
(WOF). However it is not the VCC’s job 
to enforce this. Rally entry forms should 
not contain reference to licensing or WOF 
requirement and nor should these items be 
checked by rally organisers.

We expect members to obey the law, but 
non-compliance is a matter between them 
and the appropriate authorities.

New member comments
When I purchased our vehicle I tried 

to research the local Vintage club to see 
what it was about, and as a younger person 
I went to Google to see what was on the 
internet. To my surprise there was very 

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local branch contact details, or contact your local branch directly for 
application forms and details. See page 2.
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little information there so did not pursue 
the club until much later.

After about 18 months we had our 
vehicle on the road but were having some 
issues, so eventually as a last resort, phoned 
the local branch for help. They gave me the 
number of a gentleman who could help (and 
did help) and it was he who encouraged us 
to join the local branch (Manawatu) and 
get our vehicle its Vehicle Identity Card.

If each branch had a website with 
members vehicles, previous and future 
events, I think it would help with recruiting 
younger members. If it wasn’t for the fact we 
needed help with an issue on our vehicle 
and obtained this from the local branch, I 
probably still wouldn’t be a member.

I would also like to say I really enjoy 
Beaded Wheels. We also have a caravan and 
belong to the Motor Caravan Association. 
Their publication is three quarters adver-
tising and I read it in one night. Beaded 
Wheels takes me a week to read and 
the articles are interesting but not over 
crammed with advertising.

Rob Stick

Cold Case Update
In Beaded Wheels 315 I brought readers 

up to date with my search for the fates 
of two untraced XK120 Jaguars sold new 
in New Zealand. After some success in 
following at least one of the missing pair of 
cream-coloured dropheads through to the 
mid 1960s, I could get no further.

After the Beaded Wheels article, further 
suggestions came forward; one very 
promising with not only a car but a location, 
date and name. Electoral rolls charted the 
name through the country from the 1960s 
to 1991, but then nothing. A friend of my 
wife who is skilled in genealogy searches, 
offered to try hunting further. She came 
up with an address in Scotland where the 
former owner of the Jag lives in a lighthouse 
keeper’s cottage. The bad news was his 
XK120 turned out to have been a roadster, 
not a drophead.

However with this recent contact 
reviving my sagging interest, could I ask 
readers to again search the deep recesses of 
memories for when they might recall seeing 

a cream-coloured XK120 drophead with red 
interior.

The photo on page 20 Beaded Wheels 
315 clearly shows the important distinctive 
features of a drophead; a non-detachable 
screen formed into the A-posts ahead of 
the doors, and a folding lined hood that 
is permanently attached to the metal 
apron behind the seats. Jack Schoen, then 
of Cambridge, sold the car in 1963 to a 
Hamilton car dealer. As its first owner had 
lived in Tokoroa the car hadn’t moved far 
in its first ten years. The Waikato therefore 
remains the prime location for reviving the 
trail. Most grateful for any help.

Bill Cockram
Phone 03 312 6866

V8s Before Henry
In part 1 of V8s Before Henry mention 

was made of a one-off V16 engine built in 
1908 for a New Zealander’s racing boat. 
It was supplied by Hewitt, the American 
arm of Adams-Hewitt. Auckland branch 
librarian, Barry Robert, remembered 
reading about this engine and managed to 
locate the article in The New Zealand Motor 
and Cycle Journal dated 25 March 1908. It 
advised readers that the NZ Power Boat 
Association will hold a regatta on 25 April 
to wind up the season.

“During the afternoon Grey Witch will 
give some speed trials, when it is expected 
that the new 120hp engine will send her 
along faster than any boat has ever travelled 
before on the Waitemata.”

Although Adams-Hewitt claimed their 
V8 was based on the Antoinette it is more 
likely it actually was the Antoinette, which 
powered racing boats (1906 to 1910) in 16, 
24 and 32 cylinder variants by linking the 
V8 engines to drive a single screw.

Pioneer aircraft manufacturer, Gabriel 
Voisin, who was also responsible for 
the remarkable Voisin cars, used the 
Levavasseur engine and speaks highly of it 
in his interesting book Men, Women and 
10,000 Kites, finding no fault with the fuel 

injection and claiming it was superior to the 
carburettors of the time. He describes its 
action: “A variable-stroke pump distributed 
the fuel by pipe lines to the automatic inlet 
valves and the inlet stroke caused the liquid 
to be introduced regularly”.

Some more sleuthing required: who 
owned Grey Witch and what was her fate?

Kevin Casey

Information please

I wonder if any readers know of the 
make and where abouts of this car (above). 
The photo was given to me by a workmate. 
He took the photo in Waipukurau about 30 
years ago, I’m sure a car like this would still 
be around. I would like to pass any info on 
to him. Email jones.kaimai@xtra.co.nz.

Peter Jones
Tauranga 

New Truck Club
I am forming a club called All 

American Truck Club NZ. We are doing 
a run from the top of the South Island 
down the east coast and ending up at the 
Annual Crank Up Weekend at Edendale, 
then heading back up to the top of the 
South Island via the West Coast, taking 
in some of New Zealand’s most spectac-
ular  scenery. The dates for this fantastic 
truck run is from 20 January through to 2 
February 2014. The purpose of the run and 
the club is to gather to have fun and enjoy 
American classic trucks. Anyone wanting 

Bill Cockram is in search of information on a 
XK120 drophead.

The 120hp 16 cyclinder Adams engine now being fitted into Mr Whitney’s launch Grey Witch.
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to know more please email me at allameri-
cantrucksnz13@gmail.com   

Steve Jones

Please Identify

I wonder if any member is able to 
identify the make and year? I made some 
enquiry re the number plate but with 
negative result. Apparently the official 
records don’t go back far enough.

If the make and year of the car and 
the year and place of registration were 
available then perhaps the owner and his 
descendants could be identified. 

Dirk Rinckes
9 Tawa Street, Waikanae 5036
Ed Note: Mark Dawber considers it 

could be a pre WWI Vauxhall A type.

Question Time

I am wanting to ask if any of your 
members could tell me what model of 
car this might be and possible year. The 
picture (above) was taken in the UK 
around the 1900s plus or minus some 
years. It belonged to my great grandfather, 
I am keen to know the details of the car.

Sue McLaughlin
sue@astorage.co.nz

Why?
Why do we have to have a high 

faluting “guest” at the Vero International 
Rallies? Personally I had never heard of 
our Wanganui “guest”but I obviously don’t 
go out very much.

Their cost is also factored into the rally 
entry fee which could be reduced.

Does it make one iota of difference to 
any of our local members that they may 
be influenced to enter the rally, or not, 

because some “name” is also attending the 
rally? 

There are definitely never enough 
overseas entrants to warrant the “name” 
influence so these entrants are just an 
interesting costly bonus to these rallies 
and long may that continue.

Then, is it a Vero requirement-why?-
Then they should pay for the “names” 
costs. Or possibly, an ego trip for the 
executive, perish the thought!

With the apparent unexplained large 
loss for the Wanganui Rally you would 
have to wonder what part of this was 
attributed to the “name”. However I 
do realise how difficult it is to organise 
and run such a huge rally having been 
heavily involved on the 50th Anniversary 
Rally Committee in 1996 so this is not a 
criticism of the loss, or the rally—just a 
specific part of it.

Probably it is too late for the Dunedin-
based next Vero Rally but someone needs 
to justify, the guessed at, huge costs to 
have a “name” because  with 8,200 local 
members in the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand why on earth would a “name” 
influence their participation in a Vero 
Rally? Or any rally for that matter or do 
they think we are that shallow.

Trevor Lightfoot 
Christchurch
Ed Note: Please read the article on page 

12 of this issue for our Club President’s 
response to this letter.

Can You Help?
I was just wondering if anyone in your 

club remembers this car or perhaps has 
any photos or information about her time 
in New Zealand?

In 1984 my father purchased 1923 
Rolls-Royce 20hp GF63 from the York 
Motor Museum in Western Australia. The 
vehicle was imported from New Zealand 
in 1979. At one stage it was painted 
completely white including the wheels, 
chassis, mudguards and the body! The 
coachwork is period for the car, but its 
definitely not the original Hooper tourer 
as fitted according to factory build sheets. 
The coachwork is steel on timber frame 
and wears the builders plates HF Cooper, 
London (known for building hearses). 
This doesn’t necessarily mean they made 
it though. The body is slightly too long 
and wide for the chassis at the rear, 
indicating that it probably came from a 
different chassis beforehand. Sometime 
the rear tyres rub on the inside of the 
mudguards if corners are taken too enthu-
siastically with two adults in the rear. The 
hood clamps are also very American in 
appearance. I’ve also attached a photo of a 
Packard sporting coachwork with remark-

able similarities to ours, especially the 
aluminium capping and the shape of the 
doors. Any information about the coach-
builder and the vehicle’s history in New 
Zealand/UK prior to coming to Australia 
would be most welcome. Other than that, 
she’s a lovely old thing and will drive 
comfortably all day at 45 mph.

Mark Roberts
South Australia
ma.roberts@live.com.au

Morris 6
The article in Beaded Wheels 322 about 

the Wiseman family’s Morris 6 brought 
back some great memories. At the age of 
13 I went out one winter’s day to do the 
half hour walk to school.

At the top of my road I was approached 
by a friend of my dads who had a pristine 
Morris 6.

He said his battery was a bit flat but 
thought it would start if pushed up the 
road.

I agreed to help. His wife was in the 
front passenger seat as I put my right 
shoulder to the rear of the Morris.

Frank had the door open, steering and 
pushing. Then on a slight incline as it 
picked up speed, he jumped in to activate 
the clutch. The car immediately responded 
and left me yards ahead up the road.

The back left door swung open with 
Frank telling me to jump in and he would 
take me to school.

From that day onwards I had regular 
lifts to school for a long time.

I was impressed by the comfort, smooth 
running, and quietness of the car.

These great Morris 6s were often used 
around the south coast towns and villages 
in England as uniformed taxi driver 
vehicles.

Though for every Morris on average 
there were four Austin Big 6s.

I often wondered why even on the 
Metropolitan Police-licensed left-doorless 
cabs why the Austins also dominated the 
fleets across London.

To me the Morris’ always seemed to be 
more refined. Perhaps because our family 
had several Morris cars I was a bit biased.

Looking forward as usual to next issue.
Ken Braddon
Auckland
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historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by 
Graeme Rice

timelines

100 YEARS AGO

1913 – Much excitement in Otago for 
the first hill climb of the season with 
a Prince Henry Vauxhall coming from 
Christchurch to compete, as well as 
the new Morris Oxford. Predictably the 
Vauxhall romped up the hill in 36 seconds 
to win. Second was a 16hp Sunbeam in 
a time of 53 seconds. Cooke Howlison’s 
Buick might have done better without 
five 20 stone men on board. The Morris 
Oxford won the small car class beating the 
10hp Singer and 12hp Rover.

75 YEARS AGO

1938 – Both Standard and Morris launched 
new versions of their Eights. Standard’s 
Eight had a 1021cc 57x100mm small bore 
long stroke engine and independent front 
suspension, while the Morris stuck with 
the original Eight’s beam axles and leaf 
springs and proven 57 x 90 mm 918cc 
side valve engine. On the road the Morris 
benefited from its four-speed gearbox and 
7'5" wheelbase over the Standard’s 6'11" 
wheelbase and 3 speed gearbox. 

50 YEARS AGO

1963 – Rover’s sporting 4cyl sohc 2000, 
with a De Dion rear end and inboard disc 
brakes competed with Triumph’s relaxed 
six cyl ohv 2000 with IRS. Rover majored 
on passenger safety while the Triumph 
seemed a more refined car. Both could 
top 90mph, although the Triumph was at 
its best, with its overdrive box for relaxed 
cruising. Both cars featured interiors light 
years ahead of most other makes, with 
short gear levers, precise changes and 
central consoles. 

30 YEARS AGO

1983 – Honda’s new CR-X Coupe made its 
debut. A 3.7 metre long two seater coupe 
with, what testers termed, a one mile rear 
seat, the CR-X was available with a 1.3 
litre carburetted engine developing 60kw 
or a 1.5 litre 82kw fuel injected engine. A 
180 km/h top speed, with a 0 to 100km/h 
time of under 9 seconds and a standing 
400 metre time of 16.2 seconds made the 
1.5 litre version a genuine high performer.

mailbag

Triumph Motorcycles 
Reference the photographs of Triumph 

motor cycles on the inside front cover 
of the August/September 2013 Beaded 
Wheels. In both photographs the rider is 
GB Brown, who appears to have been a 
salesman for Triumph agents Adams of 
Christchurch, for he appeared in many 
photographs, and generally with the latest 
model. He won numerous medals for his 
achievements in hill climbing and time 
trials. His widow apparently sold half of 
the medals when Brown died and the 
other half, mounted and framed, were 
sold at auction and were still in South 
Canterbury when I saw them, but I have 
now lost track of them. As a result of 
these successes Brown’s photograph and 
comment on his latest achievement 
would sometimes appear in the annual 
Triumph sales brochure. That in itself was 
an achievement, but Australia and New 
Zealand were between them Triumph’s 
largest export market for many years.

In both photographs the Triumph is 
a 1912 model, the first year of the single 
front fork spring, and the removal of the 
acetylene gas generator brackets at the 
sides of the fork crown for that year. The 
petrol sight gauge is on the left-hand side 
of the tank and thus does not appear on 
the photographs.

Although both pictures depict a 1912 
model the solo machine is obviously very 
new, while the sidecar hauling machine 
shows its competitive use. The rider’s 
cap needed to be reversed to indicate 
serious use! Interestingly the front brake 
of the sidecar hauling machine has been 
discarded, which I have found was quite 
common in New Zealand, with vibration 
due to road surfaces the front brake would 
sometimes become detached and jam in 
the wheel with interesting results, and the 
law here only required one brake.

Peter Cornelius
Rangiora

1920s American 
Companion 
Cars

This is confir-
mation that this 
format of badge 
did indeed exist – 
ref Kevin Casey’s 
most erudite 
article Beaded 
Wheels issue 317.

Of note the 
h a n d - b o o k 
assures an annual 
mileage of 

20,000 (ie 32,000km) for USA of course. 

Furthermore, the vehicle was afforded a 
three month factory warranty.

Roger Power
Auckland

Farm Tractors in the 1930s

In Beaded Wheels issue 322 June/July, 
Coran Vincent wrote about old cars being 
used as farm tractors in the 1930s. My 
father had one vehicle as a spray outfit for 
our orchard (Glenlea) on the Havelock 
Road in Hastings.

It was a Federal Knight motor and 
chassis with an unknown motor driving 
the pump. The photo shows the Federal 
with different back wheels. This photo was 
taken at the very first Blossom Festival in 
Hastings 1950 put on by Greater Hastings 
and The Fruit Growers Federation. My 
dad, Fred Heyward is driving with my 
13 years old brother Colin. We also had 
at the time a Massy Harris 101 Junior 
tractor and our every day vehicle was a 
1928 Chevrolet pickup truck with artillery 
wheels. I think it had been a car cut down 
to a pickup.

Kevin Heyward
Waikato 

Question

This photo was taken in 1921 at the 
homestead on the Ned Station, Awatere 
in Marlborough showing three types of 
transport; horseback, horse and buggy and 
a Model T Ford.

Question. Does anyone know if this 
homestead is still standing?

Kevin Heyward
Waikato 
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As a result of the letter just received 

and headed “Why?” on page 9,  

it seems timely to reiterate the 

importance of sponsorship for our 

international events, and the reason 

the management committee endorses 

securing an appropriate celebrity guest 

to attend these important events. 

When organising any major inter-
national event, the Vintage 
Car Club activities do not rate 

highly as a media interest opportunity.
Sponsorship is needed to promote and 
stage major international events, unless 
the organisers of the event have a very 
large budget and are prepared to pay for all 
the promotions required for the event.

Sponsorship means that money required 
for the event does not come out of the 
entrants’ pockets and enables the organ-
isers to hold the entry fee to a reasonable 
level. Without sponsorship, our entry fees 
would be at least double what we have 
charged at past rallies. When we obtain 
sponsorship, the sponsor expects a return 
on their financial outlay either by way of 
selling goods and services, or by promoting 
their company or organisation.

Finding an international guest of some 
standing which the media and ultimately 
the sponsors can relate to means that a 
huge stream of advertising potential can 
be obtained at relatively little financial 
cost to our members.

Members should understand that the 
international guest is not there only for 
the benefit of the members attending, 
but primarily for the promotion of the 
event, the club and the objectives of the 
national body. Their attendence also 
clearly highlights our motoring hobby to 
the public, local authorities and members 
of parliament, who recognise us as the 
Historic Vehicle Authority and this helps 
when negotiating member’s rights.

Sponsorship assists local councils 
profile their cities to potential visitors. 
In the case of Wanganui, the district 
council supported the rally with $100,000 
of sponsorship, and were delighted with 
the publicity they received in over 130 
countries, and the millions of dollars 
injected into the local economy because 
of Nick Mason from Pink Floyd attending 
the Rally. The open day was attended 
by 35,000 people, which was the largest 
public event ever staged in Wanganui. 

The 2012 AGM in Hamilton voted to 
instruct the management committee to 
obtain and pay for an international guest 
to attend the 2016 Festival in Dunedin. 
We have appointed a professional event 
organiser to undertake most of the admin-
istrative and safety issues for this rally and 
he has stressed to me the importance of 
obtaining the right guest for the event, 
as much of his planning and sponsorship 
will revolve around this, and there may 
be ways of sharing our costs with other 
organisations. 

At the 2013 AGM these issues were 
discussed, however it was disappointing 
to see how few local members availed 
themselves of the opportunity to attend 
and learn something about how our club 
operates and the reasons behind many of 
our decisions. 

In relation to the loss incurred by the 
Wanganui Rally, the simple fact is that 
the members collectively did not support 
the rally and the paid entries were 150 
less than the number budgeted for. The 
economic downturn and Canterbury 
earthquakes played a major part in the 
lower than expected numbers. One rally 
committee member advised me that 
without our celebrity guest present, the 
rally would have made three times the loss. 

This issue has now been debated for 18 
months and it is time we started giving 
some positive support to the hard working 
committee of the Dunedin 2016 Festival. 
If any of you wish to discuss these issues, 
you have only to speak to me or any of the 
management committee members and we 
are happy to answer your questions. Our 
phone numbers are listed in every copy of 
Beaded Wheels. May I be so bold as to 
suggest that before you pick up your pen to 
write a letter, a simple phone call will 
provide you with some accurate informa-
tion on which to base your correspondence. 
My challenge to you all is to get behind 
the 2016 Festival in Dunedin, and ensure 
it is a great success. Looking forward to 
hearing from you all. BW

There Is No Such Thing As A Free Lunch
Words John Coomber, National President

VIP for the VCC Vero Rally 2012, Nick Mason tackles the racetrack in an Alfa Romeo.
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In an early issue of Beaded Wheels I uncovered a 
story about a family from Invercargill who had 

just taken possession of a brand new 1908 REO. 
I included it in Issue 315 (April-May 2012.) Later 
I found a sequel in another early Beaded Wheels  
which I include here. Its author is a Mr R Porter.

I Remember A Flanders
By 1912 the family Reo although only 

four years old, and still in showroom 
condition, was hopelessly out of date. 
Chain transmission and automatic 
inlet valves were now as antiquated as 
the penny-farthing bicycle, and the only 
acceptable power-plant was the multi-
cylinder engine placed under a bonnet 
in the front. Any other arrangement 
was quaint, old fashioned and the cause 
of ridicule. Progress was very rapid, 
conformity the rule, and interest in, 
and appreciation of the Veteran vehicle 
completely lacking. 

So, to maintain the family’s rapidly 
slipping social standing in the town, father 
traded in the faithful Reo for a magnificent 
four-cylinder, five-seater Flanders, with 
simply acres of gleaming brass. It appeared 
to us to develop stupendous power from 
its hopelessly inefficient T head engine, 
and its speed, usually 20-25 mph was quite 
alarming. The comfort of its spacious 
body, with ample room for five adults, 
the lunch basket and the spare tin of 
petrol, was enough to make us feel we were 
now quite up to the standard of the local 
doctor and the squire.

The Flanders cars enjoyed a fair reputa-
tion in spite of the mechanical design 
which now appears just plain bad. The 
very heavy, low compression engine  had 
a non-detachable head with only brass 
plugs over the valves. Ignition was by 
low-tension magneto coupled to a single 
coil on the dash, and encouraged with a 
set of dry-cells for starting. There was a 
magical small red button on the coil-box 
which, if pressed soon after stopping, and 
the stars were propitious, would make the 
engine fire and start. 

It had a leather-faced cone clutch with 
all the vicious qualities of that animal. 
Poorest feature of the lot was the gearbox 
incorporated with the differential. Three 
speeds and reverse and a set of differential 
gears in a heavy cast housing built into 
the poor overloaded rear axle! Just think 
of the unsprung weight those slender 

Words Grant Hitchings  

the way we were

very high pressure tyres had to deal with. 
Then consider the lubrication points and 
the inherent capacity for rattles involved 
with torque-reaction rods, drive shaft and 
joints, two gear change rods and sundry 
brake rods. As a small concession to the 
weight in the middle of the rear axle, the 
makers fitted a rather inadequate looking 
stay-rod with turnbuckle from end to end 
and passing under the drooping diff.

One favourite summer Sunday trip was 
the 24-odd miles to the beach at Fortrose. 
Preliminary mechanical attention followed 
much the same routine as with the Reo, but 
cranking was a lot easier. We all dressed for 
the occasion, father in a cloth cap and long 
white cotton drill dust coat buttoned to the 
neck, mother and big sister in very dashing 
tussore silk dusters and veils. A big rabbit-
skin rug kept our legs warm.

We usually drove with the hood down 
and the screen sloping back a little. This 
kept the wind out of our faces all right but 
there was always a horrid draught down 
the back of the neck.

The return trip from Fortrose, 
Southland one Sunday took seven hours 
and we reached home well after midnight. 
Low gear was used to breast the first small 
hill and then it was found impossible to get 
into either second or top. The lever just 
could not be forced either way from neutral 
on that side of the gate. So we crawled on 
in low. The lamps were lit and the hood 
and side-curtains put up to keep out the 
chill. The radiator boiled badly and was 
refilled at every creek. It was a relief to 
coast down every hill. The petrol tank ran 
empty and the spare tin emptied. Time 
dragged on and the acetylene headlamps 
dimmed then went out. Another halt 
to refill the gas generator with carbide 
and water, but eventually we ground our 
low-gear way home.  

In 1913 there was a bad flood in the 
town. Flanders was up on blocks at the 
time. This was the usual winter precau-
tion to avoid pumping the tyres needlessly. 
Father waded down to the shed with 
thoughts of driving it over the street to 

the safety of the railway platform, but 
what with the blocks under the axles and 
six inches of muddy water over the floor, 
he decided not to bother, “And anyway, 
the flood would soon go down” he said. 
He was quite wrong as the water rose 
another two feet and nicely soaked the 
magneto and filled all the works with silt. 
How we housed 27 neighbours in our five 
small upstairs rooms for several days and 
nights would make quite a story, but not 
for Beaded Wheels.

It was a week before our back yard 
was free of water and then the big job of 
drying out and cleaning up began. Poor 
bedraggled Flanders was pushed a short 
distance to a large shed with a good floor 
and there taken right to pieces by my 
father and older brother. I was permitted 
to be a silent spectator with emphasis on 
the ‘silent’ – a very nauseating condition 
to my eight years old curiosity and infinite 
capacity for asking questions and making 
idle chatter. I can see today the neat row 
of parts cleaned, oiled, and laid out as if for 
display. Two or three weeks of absorbing 
toil saw everything cleaned and reassem-
bled. The magneto had been dried out in 
the kitchen oven. The engine started quite 
readily on the battery after the re-build but 
would only splutter and die when switched 
to the mag. This unit had to be sent away 
for professional attention and, pending its 
return, driving range was strictly limited 
to the brief effectiveness of the dry cells 
before needing a rest to recuperate.  

Then came WWI and the high priced 
scarcity of benzene. Flanders was traded in 
for an extremely economical little 
Standard roadster which would do 45 miles 
to the gallon but quailed at the sight of 
even a gentle climb.   BW

According to Georgano the Flanders cars were 
made from 1909 until 1912 by the Everitt-
Metzger-Flanders Company based in Detroit, 
Michigan USA Marketed by Studebaker they 
used a four cylinder engine of two and a half 
litre capacity with initially a two speed gearbox 
then later a three speed unit.  

Although not the vehicle referred to in our article we have included this photo of a similar vehicle. The 
Flanders car is pictured in a wheat field. Photo supplied from the Jeparit District, Victoria, Australia, 
circa 1915 courtesy of museumvictoria.com.au
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Insuring your Vintage treasures
We understand that many Vintage car 

parts are hard to find, very rare and highly 
treasured by their owners. We also under-
stand that as Vintage car enthusiasts it is 
possible and even likely that many of you 
will have Vintage car parts and accessories 
that don’t belong to Vintage cars that 
you have insured. The problem is, this 
may mean that your current insurance 
arrangements don’t cover these treasured 
possessions...

The VCC Vintage motor policy offered 
by Vero CIS covers motor parts and acces-
sories that belong to the insured vehicle 
regardless of whether or not they are 
attached to the vehicle. However, a recent 
claim highlighted a situation where an 
individual had a large number of car parts 
without the car! While most standard 
contents policies include some allocation 
for unattached motor parts and accesso-
ries (Vero CIS Maxiplan Contents allows 
up to a maximum of $500 per claim) it 
is highly probable it would not cover the 
investment some of you have made in your 
Vintage motor accessory collections.

We now have an exclusive arrangement 
for the VCC, enabling members who have 
both a Vintage motor policy and Maxiplan 
contents policy with Vero CIS to specify 
collections of Vintage motor parts and 
accessories on their contents policy.  
The Vero CIS team will require a 
description of each item and market 

value of the collection. Depending on 
the size and value of the collection an 
additional premium will be calculated. 
We recommend that receipts, photos and 
valuations are kept for specified items 
where possible. In the unfortunate event of 
a loss (which excludes accidental damage), 
the excess will be $300 in line with motor 
policy claims, and settlement will be based 
on the lesser of either the Market Value 
(at the time of loss) or the Sum Insured 
of the collection which will be detailed 
on the insurance schedule. We are aware 
that these collections may change as items 
are acquired, sold or added to vehicles, 
any significant changes in the value of the 
collection will need to be updated on the 
policy.

Take the time to stocktake your 
Vintage treasures and revisit your 
insurance arrangements to determine 
what is and isn’t covered. If you’re insured 
through the Vero VCC policies, the 
$500 limit allowed under your Maxiplan 
contents policy may provide sufficient 
cover for parts not belonging to your 
insured Vintage vehicle(s). If you require 
more cover to protect your investment, 
you can rest easy knowing that you can 
simply arrange this through the VCC 
relationship with Vero CIS.

For more information or to extend 
your cover, contact the Vero CIS team on  
0800 658 411.

Important message from 
Vero Insurance 

The Willys Overland Knight Registry 

is the world’s best source of literature on 

Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 

manufactured by the Willys organisation – 

Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 

to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871 Phone 06 377 3064  

Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND ChAPTER

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92 

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146  
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171  

First published in 1973.  
Most back issues are available. 

All vehicles featured are restored 
or in original condition. Events, 

How To’s and Australian 
motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS 
Magazine Australia

Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2
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Dunedin  
Brighton 2013 Words Tony Devereaux

On 19 January 2013 the 59th Annual Dunedin to Brighton 

Veteran Rally was held. A combination of a number of 

positive factors resulted in one of the best Brightons in some 

years.

The 37 vehicles entered comprising four motorcycles, 32 cars 
and the return of a great crowd favourite the 1916 Dennis 
fire engine.

For the first time we had one, two, four, six, eight and twelve 
cylinder cars.

The eight was the magnificent 1917 Cadillac V8 tourer of Greg 
and Daphne Elder from Gore while the 12 was Robert and Lynette 
Duncan’s 1918 Packard Twin Six landaulet from Wanaka. The 
Packard won the Concours for cars.

The Dunedin City Council, at its cost, organises the road 
closures as well as the traffic management and a jazz band playing 
in the Octagon.

The local Community papers and the Otago Daily Times gave 
the rally excellent publicity in the three days prior to the Saturday 
start. The result was a great crowd in the Octagon. The route to 
Brighton, which had been published in the ODT, was lined with 
spectators as in the old days.

Our furthest afield entrants this year were Nigel and Judith 
Browning from Hamilton in their beautiful 1911 Calthorpe 
voiturette, while the age mileage trophy for driven vehicles was 
presented to Rob and Diane Ross from Ashburton in their 1915 
Dodge Brothers tourer.

The 1900 Wolseley voiturette of Colin Winter which has been 
on all 59 Brightons was driven by Colin’s son Gary. Colin’s father 
restored the car for the first Brighton.

Mark Read from Queenstown drove the 1914 Delage voiturette 
which has been on 58 Brightons. One was missed when D’Arcy 
Read, Mark’s grandfather, had the Delage on an Australian 
International.

It was encouraging to see two third generation drivers taking 
part.

Bob Oakley’s son Roger drove Bob and Judy’s 1912 Regal 
raceabout with Roger’s 9 year old son Caleb riding shotgun. Bob 
restored this car in the 1950s. It has been on 49 Brightons. Roger 
says Caleb is very keen on the Regal.

Aside from the Brownings from Hamilton we had entrants 
from Western Australia and all branches from Canterbury to 
Southland .

The publicity obtained for the VCC from the rally both before 
and following the event was all one could ask for. We had a lady 
driver, children in the cars, younger drivers and many children 
with parents as spectators. The Rally appeared to cover most of 
the aims of the VCC Five Year Strategic Plan recently announced.

Next year will be the 60th Dunedin Brighton. We hope that 
many owners of Veteran cars will join us for the Rally which will 
be held on Saturday and Sunday 25 and 26 of January 2014.

There is much more to the Rally than just the run to Brighton. 
The formula we have followed for the past few years and which 
will be used for the 60th is as follows;

– Briefing at our Clubrooms at St Clair
– Rally to Otago University Dental School in the city
– Travel in convoy along George Street to the Octagon
– On display for 90 minutes in the Octagon
– Leave for Brighton on either of two routes
– Lunch and Field tests at Brighton
– Mid-afternoon to Tony and Jane Devereux’s property near
    therally route for afternoon tea then dinner at our clubrooms.

Part of the convoy heading along George Street to the Octagon.   
Photo courtesy Otago Daily Times
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Russell Quin with Peter Hardy in the 1913 Overland raceabout.

A small part of the crowd lining Princes Street as the vehicles left the Octagon. Photo: Otago Daily Times 1914 Buick of Neil and Nonie Rooney (Oamaru).

Tony McCarthy on his 1913 Indian Hedstrom with 
help from Mike McCarthy. Otago Daily Times 

A lineup at Brighton including from the right 
1908 Cadillac of Wayne and Sharyn Nicoll 
(Invercargill) and a 1906 Cadillac of Mark 
Bearman from Perth WA.

Robert and Lynette Duncan’s 1918 Packard Twin 
Six landaulet on the route to Brighton. 
Photo: Magic Light Dunedin.

Roger Oakley with son Caleb (aged 9) at speed in 
the 1912 Regal. Photo: Magic Light Dunedin.

Jane Devereux with friends driving a 1917 Dodge Brothers tourer. Photo: Magic Light Dunedin.
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Sunday morning. Meet at our clubrooms and rally to Glenfalloch 
Woodland Gardens for Devonshire Tea and prizegiving. Finished 
by 12.30pm to allow out-of-town entrants time to travel. 

Come and join us in 2014 and be part of the longest running 
Veteran Rally in the Southern Hemisphere. For the 2014 Run 
we have arranged plenty of Veteran motoring including longer 
optional runs on the Saturday and a run on Sunday afternoon 
following the Prizegiving at Glenfalloch

If you would like to be on our entry form mailing list please 
contact Tony Devereux 03 481 1903 or Box 5427 Dunedin.

2013 Results
best overall performance cars 
Peter and Esmey Fletcher 1913 Ford Model  T
best overall performance motorcycles 
Bill Veitch 1909 Abingdon King Dick
concours cars and entrants choice 
Robert and Lynette Duncan 1918 Packard Twin Six
concours motorcycles 
Tony McCarthy 1913 Indian Hedstrom

 BW

Stuart McCraw’s 1911 AC Sociable three wheeler with smoke screen. A 
crowd favourite. Photo: Otago Daily Times

Phil Boult in his 1911 Alldays & Onions midget with his daughter Emma 
(aged 7) waving to the large crowd. Photo: Otago Daily Times

The scene in the Octagon.

ClassiC Cars and  
Vintage MotorCyCles

New Zealand’s 
Premier Auction House 

18 Manukau Road 
Newmarket, Auckland 1149 

Neil Campbell
Tel: +64 9 524 6804 

Mob: +64 21 875 966
ncampbell@webbs.co.nz

The sale will consist of a long-standing transport museum and related 
historic material including:

1910 Sizaire & Naudin
1911 Overland Roadster
1918 Ford Model T
1920 Hupmobile 
1926 AJS 350
1928 Morris
1929 Austin 7 Project
1929 Austin 7 Sports
1930 Essex Super Six 4-Door Sedan
1930 Essex Super Six Project
1930 Ford Model A Standard Roadster
1936 Studebaker Bus
1938 Dodge Six Series D8 Limousine

1939 Chevrolet Master Deluxe Coupe 3.3
1944 James ML
1948 Ford Anglia E04A
1953 Early Holden project
1953 Vincent Comet
1957 Wolseley Police Car
1958 Nash Metropolitan 
1961 Holden EK
1964 Ford Anglia Super 1200
1965 Hillman IMP
1965 Formula 2 Brabham - Ex Denny Hulme
1968 Trekka

entries close Monday, 14th october, 2013 

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 
win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or via email.  
Post to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 13140 or 
Email: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a minimum 
four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 

Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee.
Phone home 03 385 9821 or email kevin@vcc.org.nz

Our lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Rob 
Stick and Brian Goodman.

win this limited edition  
beaded wheels cap!
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ClassiC Cars and  
Vintage MotorCyCles

New Zealand’s 
Premier Auction House 

18 Manukau Road 
Newmarket, Auckland 1149 

Neil Campbell
Tel: +64 9 524 6804 

Mob: +64 21 875 966
ncampbell@webbs.co.nz

The sale will consist of a long-standing transport museum and related 
historic material including:

1910 Sizaire & Naudin
1911 Overland Roadster
1918 Ford Model T
1920 Hupmobile 
1926 AJS 350
1928 Morris
1929 Austin 7 Project
1929 Austin 7 Sports
1930 Essex Super Six 4-Door Sedan
1930 Essex Super Six Project
1930 Ford Model A Standard Roadster
1936 Studebaker Bus
1938 Dodge Six Series D8 Limousine

1939 Chevrolet Master Deluxe Coupe 3.3
1944 James ML
1948 Ford Anglia E04A
1953 Early Holden project
1953 Vincent Comet
1957 Wolseley Police Car
1958 Nash Metropolitan 
1961 Holden EK
1964 Ford Anglia Super 1200
1965 Hillman IMP
1965 Formula 2 Brabham - Ex Denny Hulme
1968 Trekka

entries close Monday, 14th october, 2013 

The Great Dorset Steam Fair & Best of Southern England

London – Oxford - Stratford Upon Avon – Cotswolds - Bath – Glastonbury - Plymouth – Cornwall – 
Stonehenge – Salisbury – Portsmouth - Arundel – Brighton – London

Inspired by Bill Troughton of Matamata, this is the ultimate tour for all vintage, veteran & classic vehicle enthusiasts.

Just a few of the highlights: Heritage Motor Centre in Gaydon, 2 full days at the Great Dorset Steam Fair, Steam 
Train ride to Swanage, National Motor Museum in Beaulieu, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, Brooklands Museum.

kylie & murray ward 
Phone 0800 FOCUS TOURS (0800 36 28 78) 

or 027 610 6041 
kylieward@thetravelbrokers.co.nz or 
murrayward@thetravelbrokers.co.nz

14 Night Escorted Coach Tour Departing London 20 August 2014  
FOR PRICE ENQUIRIES & TOUR ITINERARY CONTACT:

A member of Just Tickets Ltd. Just Tickets Ltd is a  
wholly owned subsidiary of Stella Travel Services  
66 Wyndham St, Auckland. www.focustours.co.nz
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Todd Motors imported about 245 
P15 Plymouths into New Zealand 

between 1946 and 1948. Dave and 
Esther Williams of Palmerston North 
came across one in the early 1990s. 

The Williams had been long-term 
members of the Vintage Car Club 
running a 1929 Dodge. They used it 

to tour, including extensive family holidays 
towing a caravan. However, they eventu-
ally decided they wanted a car which could 
travel more comfortably at 55mph with a 
full family load. What they had in mind as 
a replacement for the Dodge was a good-
sized 1930s car, probably American, and 
robust enough to keep up with the traffic. 

One day they were taken to see an 
old Plymouth in a farm shed. They were 
familiar enough with 1940s Plymouths to 
consider that they probably did not want 
one, an impression more-or-less confirmed 
on seeing the worn-out, rusting car in the 
shed corner. The main objection was it 

seemed largely made up of faded, curva-
ceous fat-fenders, and otherwise bulbous 
sheet metal. Nevertheless the car was 
towed out into the sunlight and several 
hours were spent getting the engine to 
start, which it did and confirm that the 
transmission and brakes also roughly 
worked.

The owner said how much he wanted 
for it and as it was quite a bit less than 
Dave thought he would have to pay for a 
car, he bought it.

Dave initially did up the engine and 
other mechanicals and just welded up the 
floor and the worst of the other body rust 
so that it was driveable. Once it was able 
to get a Warrant of Fitness he used the car 
from 1996 to 2000 as his daily driver, and 
otherwise family run-around. At that time 
he was working at a country garage and 
drove the Plymouth to work from town 
every day. There it was used for call-outs to 
breakdowns, occasional tow jobs, and for 
travelling over farm tracks to service farm 
machinery. Dave and Esther’s liking for 

the car developed slowly, and in the early 
2000s they decided to commit themselves 
to it. 

Production of the P15 Plymouth 
started in December 1945, and apart from 
cosmetic changes looked very similar to 
the pre-war 1941 P12. It continued until 
March 1949 when the very different 3-box 
type P18 was introduced. Apart from 
cosmetic changes from pre-war cars, other 
changes to the P15 included the starter 
button moving from a floor pedal to the 
dashboard to operate a solenoid, and the 
front suspension coil springs on one side 
were rated 65lb heavier to compensate for 
the driver’s weight. 

Two models were produced differing 
only in trim. The Deluxe was designated 
P15S, and the Special Deluxe P15C. 
Between one and two million P15s were 
made between 22 October 1945, and 28 
January 1949. All right-hand-drive vehicles 
(53,491 of them) were Special Deluxe 
(P15C) models, and no rhd models of the 
plainer P15S were made. This possibly at 

1947 Plymouth Super Deluxe 
Words and photos Keith Hughes & Dave Williams

BEHIND THE WHEEL
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least partly explains why so few of them 
were imported into New Zealand. 

There were some minor, usually 
temporary, variations in the P15 over 
time, mainly due to shortages of parts and 
materials caused by the just finished war. 
For example some cars had Carter carbu-
rettors, and others Stromberg; some had 
cross and roller type universal joints in 
the rear of the propeller shaft, instead of 
the ball and trunion type. There were also 
variations in wheels and tyres, and in the 
metals that camshafts and drive gears were 
made of, in 1948 for example, because of 
vendor strikes. However, there was only 
one exterior change, and that was in the 
design of the tiny door-lock cover. 

All the Plymouths were powered by a 
six-cylinder 218c.i. (3.6l) flathead engine 
rated at 95hp (69.9kw) at 3600rpm, 
driving a rear-end ratio of 3.73:1. This 
basic engine, with full oil pressure to all 
bearings, powered Chrysler Corporation 
cars from 1935 and was still being used in 
industrial applications up till 1972.

All Chrysler bodies (except a few 
luxury models) were manufactured by 
Briggs Manufacturing Company, and some 
consider with better body construction and 
materials than GM and Ford. They were 

regarded in their day to be a robust and 
long-wearing car and for that reason P15 
Plymouths were often used in the USA as 
taxis, right into the late 1950s.

It is difficult to imagine a Ford or 
Chevrolet of the same era lasting 10 
years in the USA as a taxi. Yet it was 
with those brands that Plymouth was 
clearly competing. An illustrated retail 
sales bulletin of the period compared 

the eye-appeal and convenience, with 
detailed measurements, of the Plymouth 
Special de Luxe, Ford Super de Luxe and 
Chevrolet Fleetmaster grilles, front and 
rear ends, instrument panels, interior 
roominess, luggage compartments, and 
prices of various optional extras. Needless 
to say the Plymouth came out ahead on all 
features, except price perhaps, although 
only a little bit. 

However, in a couple of points the 
Plymouth really is superior. For example, 
the 1947 Ford has a 3" high sill to step 
over between the running board and 
the floor, whereas the Plymouth is level. 
Furthermore, whereas the Plymouth uses 
the modern style rotary type door latches, 
both Ford and Chevrolet use the old bolt 
and striker plate mechanism which can fly 
open if doors are not properly shut. 

Some writers say that the P15 can be 
used today as a daily driver because of its 
‘capable handling and adequate accelera-
tion’. We took this car for a spin through 
town, and out onto the highway. From a 

Dashboard with plenty of chrome.

Typical 1940s styling.

… after clocking up a few miles  
I realised that the car was doing 

what it was told, even on a  
winding hilly road …
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cold start she took a bit of choke before 
settling down, and my initial impression on 
starting off in the driver’s seat was that the 
car was going to be somewhat imprecise 
in handling with its American-style worm 
and roller steering and soft front coil 
suspension. However, after clocking up a 
few miles I realised that the car was doing 
what it was told, even on a winding hilly 
road. It just needed turning into corners 
a tad earlier than a modern. Inevitably 
there was a bit of sway when pushed, but 
it otherwise felt stable and precise. It is 
shod with Dunlop Grandtrek 205/16” 
tyres on the 5.5” wide rims, and Dave has 
stiffened up the original rear springing 
with some extra leaves. Although they may 

look bulky, these cars do not weigh much 
compared to modern cars, with a stock 
4-door sedan weighing 3225lb (1466kg).

 In town the performance could perhaps 
be described as sedate. At the lights we 
found ourselves sitting in the comfortable 
firm seats well above most of the other 
traffic, and there was still plenty of room 
overhead to wear a hat. However, although 
there is good legroom in the back, from 
inside, the car is otherwise not big. One 
striking feature is the quietness. Apart 
from a bit of growl from the exhaust when 
accelerating from low speed and that faint 
old-fashioned sound when in lower gears, 
the ride is basically silent. It is a car you 

can comfortably drive at 50-60mph all day 
without problems. 

The most distinguishing feature of the 
interior is the dashboard which could 
be described as bling. This, along with 
decorative door trim, reflects its status 
as the Special Deluxe model. This car 
has a full horn ring with Plymouth and 
the Mayflower sailing ship in the middle, 
and there are the usual gauges in front of 
the driver, a starter button, and just three 
knobs; choke, lights and throttle. The 
column three-speed gear lever is relatively 
easy to operate provided it is not rushed, 
and typically for an American car, it only 
has to be used at very low speeds. 

The bulky fat-fender impression that 
cars of this era sometimes give is simply 
caused by faded paint. If the paintwork is 
shiny the curved panels are broken up by 
light reflections, and the bulkiness disap-
pears. In fact some would say that many of 
the best-looking cars ever made are from 
that period. This car sparkles, inside and 
out, turns heads and furthermore, it is not 
just for show. It is used to take the kids to 
school, do the grocery shopping, commute 
to work, tow the trailer to the hardware 
shop and, of course, participate in Vintage 
Car Club activities. BW

Interior, with rotary-style door latch.

Shiny paint makes curved panels into consumer art.
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Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz
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that you don’t miss 
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Three of our Wellsford & Warkworth 
VCC members plus another from 
Tauranga took part, doing the 

full run from Auckland to Christchurch 
in Chris and Joanie Fields’ 1964 Rolls-
Royce Silver Cloud 3. Judging by the 
number of VCC vehicle identity labels on 
windscreens plenty of other branches must 
have been represented. 

Participants could enter one or more 
day sections of the event in British cars 
only, so we had cars joining and leaving us 
every day and plenty of local day visitors 
showing off their British metal.

The rally was organised by the British 
High Commission and very well hosted 
throughout by Her Excellency (HE) Mrs 
Vicki Treadell, British High Commissioner.

It was sponsored by various companies 
with British associations, which gave 
us the opportunity to get up close and 
personal with brand new Jags, Bentleys, 
Range Rovers, Rolls-Royces and even new 
MGs, but of course it was the old stuff that 
we were more interested in.

Out of the 250 or so cars, these are 
some of the marques represented in the 
classic and Vintage categories:

Allard, Armstrong-Siddeley, Austin, 
Austin-Healey, Ford, Morris, MG, Alvis, 
Bentley, Riley, Rolls-Royce, Daimler, 
Jaguar, Jowett, Nash (Austin built), Isetta 
(UK built), Star, Triumph, Humber, Rover, 
Swallow, Sunbeam, Singer, Hillman, Land 
Rover and Vauxhall.

Starting out from the Auckland 
Domain on Sunday morning, we followed 
the convoy of new exotics led by the 
British High Commissioner (“please call 
me Vicki”) in her official Jaguar down 
to the first overnight stop in Tauranga. 
As became the norm on every stop, we 
had a full display of the cars in the main 
centre, speeches by the Mayor, HE Vicki 
and others, then wandered off for refresh-
ments, sometimes provided free by the 
event’s sponsors. Monday’s run went to 
Gisborne via a display stop in Whakatane 
for lunch.

A display in Rectory Field on Tuesday 
morning, then we drove to Napier for a 
fantastic display on Marine Parade where  
live bands were playing.  

Wednesday morning was a drive to 
the famous Tui brewery in Mangatainoka. 
Then on to Masterton where the whole of 

Queen Street was closed for our display. 
Lots of live music, friendly locals and good 
fun. 

We arrived in Wellington for a 
reception at the Beehive. Early on 
Thursday we assembled for a display on Te 
Papa wharf, then on to the Interislander 
for a mill pond smooth crossing.

We overnighted in Blenheim. Then 
made the long haul down to Christchurch 
via Kaikoura and the rally grand finale 
dinner that night at Riccarton Racecourse.

Saturday morning was sobering in more 
ways than one. We toured the central city, 
being surprised by both the extent of the 
devastation, but also the amount of recon-
struction that has been achieved. With the 
exception of one area still being worked 
by hydraulic excavators and crushers, the 
whole place was so still and quiet.

The final display was in Hagley Park, 
with live music by the NZ Army Band.

Total miles travelled 1,734 (2,790 kms) 
Total fuel 590 litres (130 gal) Cost $1,308

Litres per 100kms 21.3. MPG 13.3. Oil 
consumption; 8litres. 

 
BW

The Great British Car Rally
17-21 February 2013 
Words Chris Field 
Photos Chris Field and Tony Becker.

Michael Lavender’s brilliant Alvis Sport Tourer. 1964 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud 3.

 The Morgan. Luxury, British style, cockpit of the latest Rolls-
Royce.

Jaguars: 3.8L saloon and E Type Sports both in 
British Racing Green.

22 Beaded Wheels



we can make custom rings for most
cars, trucks & smaLL engines

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

Under the new 
ownership of

Pukekohe

new ZeaLand’s Largest range of piston rings for Vintage cars

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz
129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Auckland 2120

PISTON RINGS

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

VCC National President John Coomber and 
Secretary/Treasurer Michael Lavender enjoy a 
spot of lunch.

 Allard Sports Tourer. 

Classic ambulance, Humber Super Snipe.

 1952 Austin A90 Atlantic Hardtop Coupe. 

Latest British Triumph motorcycles beside 
supporting PR Show Coach, specially signwrapped 
for the Great British Car Rally 2013.
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About 10 years ago, my gaze 
stopped on a book titled Motor 
Pioneers through The King 

Country, by Arthur Chorlton. Having 
heard about but never seen the book, it 
became an absorbing three hour read of 
80 pages with 120 extraordinary photos 
taken by Ernest Gilling. What an incred-
ible first journey it was from Wellington 
to Auckland by the non-existent central 
route; no road maps, no road signs, no 
known roads beyond Waimarino until Te 
Kuiti, no petrol stations. The journey is 
remarkable in two ways because it was 
a New Zealand first accomplished in 
appalling conditions and, more impor-
tantly from my view, because it was so well 
recorded. 

My interest aroused, the thought of a 
100 year re-enactment in 2012 became a 

must do. On a rough survey of the route 
whilst travelling up to Auckland, some 
roads were hard to find, indeed, one part 
was actually closed for an extended period. 
Most original roads have been lost under 
new roadwork and diversions but, much 
is still there and of course widened and 
mostly sealed. The Waitewhena Valley 
remains fairly original, though widened 
and metalled. Motor Pioneers through The 
King Country kept revealing new pieces of 
the jigsaw, and the name changes of towns 
and areas. The Colonial Motor Company, 
original sponsor in 1912, was prepared to 
sponsor a centennial of the 1912 journey. 
What other company has re-sponsored a 
motor journey 100 years later? Surely this 
must be some sort of world record.  

Planning went ahead and a good 
number of sponsors agreed to help, 
including Ford New Zealand, and the 

NZ Automobile Association. Southward 
Car Museum said we could use their 1915 
brass radiator Model T Roadster which 
had completed an interim re-enactment in 
1970 with Pam McLean, Bernie Joyce and 
Ray Ivin, to catch some original pioneers 
in the King Country. As it turned out, 
the car had not been used on the road 
since then, 42 years ago! Early in 2012, 
the Model T Ford Club of NZ (MTFCNZ) 
joined in and we planned a full re-enact-

 Motor Pioneers
through The King Country 
Words and photos Roger Gardner

A Centenary Re-enactment November 2012 

Arriving at Auckland GPO after 8½ days from Wellington, 1.20pm, 
Saturday 30 November 1912, muddy but happy, Arthur Chorlton, Ernest 
Gilling and Harold Richards were besieged by onlookers.

Above right: Beating a path up Waitewhena 
Valley, The Northwest Passage, in appalling wet 
1912 conditions. Most of the King Country roads 
were narrow bullock or bridle tracks.

Above: The first motor to arrive in Mangaroa 
(Ohura )after covering only four miles the 
previous day in 1912. Arthur Chorlton, Harold 
Richards and Ernest Gilling in the 1912 Model T 
Ford Commercial Runabout.

Southward Museum ’15 T and some of the 27 Model Ts at MOTAT on Day 5
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ment for November 2012. We decided to 
leave Wellington on a Saturday to avoid 
many heavy trucks on SH1 and our final 
numbers were 29 Model Ts including 
four South Island entrants, three from 
Dunedin, and a total of 68 people

START SATURDAY, 3 NOVEMBER 
2012

Our Wellington start was at 0730 for a 
briefing at Capital City Ford. A number of 
VCC stalwarts were there to farewell us. 
Former Chairman Peter Gibbons, now in 
his mid-80s, travelled with us all the way. 

Mayor Celia Wade-Brown flagged us 
away at and climbed aboard the lead Model 
T to tour the CBD with us to Parliament. 
Then we went on north through Ngaio 
Gorge, Khandallah, Johnsonville and 
Porirua on the old roads with the first stop 
at Southward Car Museum, Paraparaumu 
where all but one car, which had detached 
all its magnets, made morning tea. After 
a break we headed off in rain squalls 
through Waikanae and Otaki. At Levin 
we called on Ray Ivin at his home, where 
his Fronte raceabout was on display 
and he was delighted to see us. Several 
members of the Model T Ford Club from 
Palmerston North braved the weather to 
cheer us on at Himatangi. We turned 
north at Sanson, right at Bulls, and made 
our way to a welcome lunch break at 
Huntly School in Marton. We left Marton 
and travelled through the countryside 

nearly to Hunterville, with intermittent 
rain and wind most of the way to Taihape. 
We lost a second car with overheating 
at Mangaweka, and arrived at Taihape 
for our first stopover soon after 4pm. An 
eventful 145 mile day and Chris Slater, my 
co-driver, thought our Southward car was 
not running properly. After tests, he was 
fairly sure we had a leaking head gasket; 

tomorrow’s job before breakfast! That 
evening, we all enjoyed a great dinner 
together in Taihape’s Gumboot Manor to 
talk over our first day. 

THE VOLCANIC PLATEAU SUNDAY, 
4 NOVEMBER 

Day 2 revealed a cold drizzle in the 
morning as we rigged a sun umbrella and 
groundsheet over our T and removed the 
cylinder head. Sure enough the gasket 
was blown and Chris Lawrence came to 
our rescue with a spare. After fitting the 
new gasket we had no compression but 

a tow start got us going and the engine 
settled down to a steady purr. We were 
last away on the original main road past 
the former Ford dealership and across the 
Hautapu River canyon with more rain 
and four degrees as we drove up Spooner’s 
Hill with hail showers on the old Seven 
Sisters road. Re-joining SH1 at Hihitahi, 
we pushed on to a bleak tussock outlook 
at Waiouru. After a leisurely coffee in the 
warmth of the Army Museum, it looked 
like the weather was clearing as we headed 
west, with many stopping at the 1953 
Tangiwai Train Disaster Memorial, where 
the sun was now shining hopefully. On 
to Ohakune, and a small crowd welcomed 
us at Ruapehu College for a fundraising 
lunch, and for some of us, a few adjust-
ments. Afterwards we left on the quaint 
original gravel road to Raetihi, now 
through a farm where sadly, the ford has 
been replaced with a bridge. We headed 
north to Horopito passing Smash Palace 
and then under the imposing Maunganui-
a-Te Ao railway viaduct, near the Motor 
Pioneers 1912 camp site. The area still 
has a great deal of beautiful native bush 
reserve, with the odd glimpse of Mt 
Ruapehu dominating the skyline.

We entered The King Country at 
Waimarino (now National Park) in fine 
weather with magnificent views all the 
way ahead, down the long hill beside 
Raurimu Spiral, and stopping at Owhanga 
for a break and then on the original 

The Colonial Motor Company, original 

sponsor in 1912, was prepared to 

sponsor a centennial of the 1912 journey. 

What other company has re-sponsored a 

motor journey 100 years later? Surely this 

must be some sort of world record.

Les and Lesley Webster’s 1912 Model T Towncar 
crosses the Ongarue River on the road/rail bridge 
on Day 3, North of Taumarunui.

The Southward Museum 1915 Model T near 
Matiere after crossing the Ohahukura Saddle near 
Ohura on Day 3.

The late Chris Slater, Ken Mullan and Roger 
Gardner fit a new head gasket before breakfast  at 
Taihape on Day 2.

The team receive a 7.30 briefing for Day 3 at 
Taumarunui.

 Children queuing for rides at Rukuhia School on 
Day 4, where five schools gathered to touch a Model 
T Ford.

Some of the Model T Motor Pioneers Team at 
MOTAT, the finish on Day 5.
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gravel road with fabulous views to Kakahi, 
former summer home of painter, the late 
Peter McIntyre. After a picturesque drive 
through Piriaka beside the Whanganui 
River, we finished the day at Taumarunui 
with dinner and discussion at the RSA. 
We were now just over half way, 250 miles 
from Wellington.

HEART OF THE KING COUNTRY 
MONDAY 5 NOVEMBER 

Day 3 was all clear and after a 7.45pm 
briefing on the former Ford dealer site 
we were off on the original route through 
Taringamotu beside the Ongarue River, 
crossing the river at Okahukura on the 
rail bridge as the Motor Pioneers had 
done. The inland saddle road was a delight 
as we wound over the top and down to Te 
Koura (now Tuhua) and on to Matiere. 
It was here that torrential rain caused 
the Motor Pioneers so much trouble, one 

day progressing only four miles! Today it 
was fine and dusty. A number of locals 

waving out before arriving at Mangaroa 
(now Ohura) where a crowd of 50, 
many descended from original pioneers, 
welcomed us with a fundraiser morning 

tea. One lady of 93 had been born there 
and returned from Otorohanga for the 
occasion. The Ohura Museum was opened 
for us, and then Kallil Motors where Joe 
Kury opened his Ford agency in 1928, later 
passing it on to his son John but, like just 
about everything in Ohura, now closed 
down. 

The whole valley is papa clay. This 
becomes saturated in heavy rain, into 
which vehicles can sink, as happened 
with the Motor Pioneers in 1912. With no 
metal in the area, it is now all brought in 
to stabilise the roads. Our party then said 
good-bye to the pioneer descendants and 
left to travel up the Waitewhena Valley, 
originally a bridle track, and still 26 miles 
on gravel roads. Much of the area is now 
Waitewhena Forest Reserve, described 
by the 1912 Motor Pioneers as “The 
Northwest Passage,” and still showing scars 
from recent flooding. We reached Aria 

Our next stop was at Rukuhia School 

where five schools were visiting to see the 

rally. Each had run their own competitions 

for rides in Model Ts and it would seem 

they all won rides. Their glee in riding, 

and being able to touch living history,  

was a sight to behold, and we have sowed 

the seed for a future generation of Model 

T enthusiasts.

Monty Scarborough’s 1912 Model T ute and others 
on Day 3 travelled 26 miles on dusty unpaved road 
up the Waitewhena Valley to Aria.

 Neil and Lucy Cremer’s 1913 Model T outside 
the closed down former Ford Dealer, Kallil 
Motors, at Ohura, Day 3.

Day 3, Motor Pioneers all lined up to go at 
Taumarunui.

Phil Ward in 1911 Model T delights school children at 
Rukuhia School Day 4.

Chris Lawrence and children ride his 1922 Model  T 
at Rukuhia.

Cedric Pegrum, swamped at Rukuhia, wasn’t 
moving in his 1915 T raceabout, was he!

Day 1 Wellington; Sir Julian Smith, Roly Bell and 
crew from Dunedin, Les Webster, Morrinsville, 
and  others are briefed at Capital City Ford.

Rukuhia School hosted five schools, and 
inundated Graham McKenzie’s 1912 T tourer.

Adjustments at Ruapehu College lunch, Ohakune, Day 
2, with sage advice from T experts.
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and were welcomed by school children at 
St Helen’s Domain for lunch. Then on 
to Pio Pio, where the first school bus was 
introduced by the Education Department 
in 1924 – an 18 seat Model T. On to Te 
Kuiti School where we were welcomed by 
a large group of students, all keen to get 
behind the wheel of a Model T Ford. Later 
we had a dinner party together overlooking 
the town and valley and reflected on the 
tough history of the pioneer settlements 
and roads we had come through that day.

WAIKATO TUESDAY, 6 NOVEMBER
Day 4 was fine and warm with briefing 

at the giant shearer monolith at the 
southern end of the town. We were greeted 
by Press and TV, who accompanied us 
to Rukuhia. We left on the original road 
through to Hangatiki, joining the main 
road at Otorohanga. At the northern end 
of the main street, there was our 93 year 
old girlfriend from Ohura waving madly to 
speed us on. 

The change to lush dairy pastures was 
evident as we moved up to the Waikato, 
and driving through the village of Kihikihi 
we exited the northern border of the King 
Country. It was here that the 1912 Motor 
Pioneers had their first beer “for a good 
while”, and to keep in touch, three rally 
stalwarts called in for “three long uns” at 
the Alpha Hotel. 

The pristine 1934 Te Awamutu Fordson 
V8 Fire appliance and ColMoCo crew were 
waiting for the Colonial Motor Company 

rally members as they drove past. This 
called for a short inspection and discussion 
on matters fire and renew the association 
with the many times past holders of the 
ColMoCo Shield, awarded to the top team 
at NZ Fire Brigades annual competitions. 

Our next stop was at Rukuhia School 
where five schools were visiting to see the 
rally. Each had run their own competitions 
for rides in Model Ts and it would seem 
they all won rides. Their glee in riding, 
and being able to touch living history, was 
a sight to behold, and we have sowed the 
seed for a future generation of Model T 
enthusiasts. Of course we had to move on 
after an hour at 11.45 to Hamilton, where 

Fairview Motors gave us a prime parking 
spot and shouted us lunch.

 We drove north, skirting Ngaruawahia, 
Hopuhopu and Turangawaewae, seat 
of the Maori King, and past the sacred 
Taupiri Mountain to Huntly, joining the 
Waikato Expressway north. At Pokeno, we 
turned off and topped up with fuel before 
driving up the steep Razorback Road to 
the Bombay Hills. Some did not add quite 
enough fuel, starved and had to accept 
a tow. Then we went even higher on 
this famous road before cresting to the 
spectacular view of South Auckland, and 
descending to Drury for our fourth night. 
There was plenty to discuss about the day’s 
122 miles over dinner at The Jolly Farmer 
pub at Drury.

AUCKLAND WEDNESDAY,  
7 NOVEMBER 

Day 5. Our last leg on the motorway 
into Auckland was fine and clear. A small 
party set off to make a presentation to 
Ford NZ on the way and then joined the 
Northern Motorway at Highbrook Drive, 
and dovetailed perfectly with the main 
convoy. When we arrived at MOTAT, 
having completed our 498 miles, it was 
a hive of activity with several schools 
attending. Unfortunately it was not 
possible to give any rides that day. We 
mass parked by the entrance and then had 
time to contemplate the journey which all 
but two cars had finished. After a farewell 
lunch and presentations we dispersed to 
our home bases. The South Island contin-
gent setting out to catch their Friday 
ferry, arrived at Wellington after a traffic 
diversion on Thursday night, and in 
Dunedin on Saturday; that’s about 1,000 
miles each way, well done!

Three of the Model T Fords were 
over 100 years old, the youngest 85 years 
old, and 27 finished the journey. Some 
memories of the 100 year Re-enactment of 
Chorlton’s 1912 first journey are: Sharing 
the pioneer experience of the changing 
countryside with rally crews, the delight 
on the faces of children when they feel 
and ride in Model T Fords, the smiles 
and joy and hand waving from people all 
along the way, the amazingly durable, go 
anywhere, Model T Ford. What a legacy.

Is it any wonder that the Model T Ford 
was the car that put the world on wheels 
and voted “Car of the 20th Century”. 
Thank you Henry Ford, born near 
Dearborn, 30 July 1863, nearly 150 years 
ago. We salute you.  BW

Southward’s 1915 T at MOTAT with several 
schools and others visiting, Day 5.

Lined up for Lunch, Day 4, at Fairview Motors, 
Hamilton get some different shoppers.

Auckland Motorway Day 5. Bruce Waterworth and 
James Dyson, front, Graham McKenzie, Roy Sharman 
and Neil Dobson process from Drury to MOTAT 
finish, with all the moderns.

Pauline and Monty Scarborough enjoy the dirt 
roads and scenery between Matiere and Mangaroa 
in their 99 year old 1913 Model T Commercial 
Utility.
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Mitchell
Like many other early automobile manufacturers the Mitchell 

Motor Company was descended from a carriage builder. Production 
started in 1903 and over the years Mitchell gained a reputation for 
quality, selling their fours and sixes in very respectable numbers. 
For 1916, in an effort to keep up with the competition, the 
four was dropped and replaced by a 29hp V8 which was offered 
alongside the “Six for ‘16” and sold for just $200 more. The V8 
market was becoming crowded and Mitchell’s version turned out 
to be a lemon, suffering from an inadequate lubrication system 
among other things. The V8 was quietly withdrawn and Mitchell 
carried on with the six which sold in ever declining annual 
numbers. Things were bad enough before an “own-goal” in 1920 
when the Mitchell sported a sloping radiator that was mocked in 
a motoring publication cartoon as “The Drunken Mitchell”. The 
radiator was quickly straightened up but sales were not, resulting 
in Mitchell’s 1923 bankruptcy. Charles Nash bought the factory to 
produce his new Ajax.

Oakland
Edward Murphy’s Pontiac Buggy Company built carriages 

branded as Oakland so when he moved into automobile produc-
tion in 1907 Oakland Motor Company was selected to carry this 
old name onwards. GM bought Oakland in 1909 to plug the gap 
between Oldsmobile and Buick, building fours promoted with 
the idiotic slogan: “Car with a Conscience” and later, a strong-
running 60hp six. 24,000 cars left the Oakland factory in 1916 
including their new 5.5 litre V8 in seven-passenger touring form 
only. It was a good car and not overpriced at $1,585 but wartime 
exigencies led to its demise in 1918.

Abbott-Detroit
Like a lot of other manufacturers of this period Abbott-Detroit 

indulged in advertising hyperbole with slogans such as “The One 
Perfect Car” and “Built for Performance and Guaranteed for Life”. 

From 1909 the company ticked along quite nicely with reasonable 
sales of its four and the six, added in 1914, followed by the 8-80 
model powered by a Herschell-Spillman V8 in 1916. Not many 
were made before Abbott-Detroit overreached itself with a hugely 
expensive move to Cleveland, compounding its misery by signing 
a ten year lease. The resulting financial struggle ended in its 
Christmas 1917 bankruptcy.

Monarch
Robert C. Hupp certainly moved around Detroit, working for 

Oldsmobile, Ford and Regal before building his little runabout 
in late 1908. Hupp and about five others started producing the 
Hupmobile which was very successful but, after a dispute, Hupp 
left to build his RCH car. This did not pan out well nor did 
his further associations with the Hupp-Yeats, the Monarch and 
the Emerson. Hupp teamed up with his brother-in-law, Joseph 
Bloom, in 1913 to build the Monarch, an “assembled” car using 
Continental four and six cylinder engines. Perhaps he dreamed 
of expansion but more likely he was trying to keep his young 
company competitive when, in 1916, he designed his own 29hp V8 
in four open body styles priced at $1,500. However, the promised 
shareholder capital failed to materialise leading to few V8s being 
made and bankruptcy in the same year. The Carter brothers 
bought the rights to the Monarch V8 and a V12 that Robert Hupp 
had designed. They did, very briefly, produce a few V8 cars in 1917 
but they were known as the C.B.

Homer-Laughlin
Homer Laughlin Jnr. was fortunate enough to be the son 

of a wealthy Snr. of the same name. He began work in 1913 
on an automobile to be powered by a tiny 1,954cc 16hp V8 of 
his own design. Front wheel drive was forward thinking but a 
friction transmission driving the front wheels by twin chains was 
definitely not! Production started and ended in 1916. Photographs 

Part two of Kevin Casey’s research 

findings on early V8.

before Henry
V 8s

Kevin Casey

Henry Ford and his first V8.Words Kevin Casey
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survive of a roadster and that may well be the only Homer-
Laughlin ever made.

Madison
An Indiana business, Madison Motors Corporation, started 

manufacturing six-cylinder Madison cars in 1915 that used a 
Rutenber engine. To this they very briefly added a Herschell-
Spillman V8 in 1916 which would have not added much to 
Madison’s total production of about 400 cars. The $2 million 
capital proved to be rather nebulous when the going got tough 
and, after the Bull Trading Company took over in 1919, Madison 
vanished.

Jackson
The Jackson (“No Hill Too Steep, No Sand Too Deep”) car, 

named after the town of Jackson in Michigan, was produced in 
many guises, including a (Jaxon) steamer, from 1903 to 1923. 
A Ferro-supplied V8 was added in 1916, initially in two sizes, 
becoming the sole model for 1917 only. By 1918 WW1 had once 
again seen off a V8 model and in fact only trucks were made 
in 1919. When car production resumed in 1920 quality took a 
nosedive. An assembly line worker had this to say: “The engineer 
responsible should have raised chickens instead”!

Stearns-Knight
Stearns-Knight (1912-1929) added a 5.4 litre 33.5hp Knight-

designed sleeve-valve V8 to their stable in 1916, dropping the six 
but keeping their bread and butter four. The eights were available 
in eight body styles but production never really took off and 
ceased two years later. In 1927 an expensive in-line 100hp eight 
was introduced as their flagship model but Stearns-Knight had not 
made a profit since 1925. John Willys had purchased the company 
in 1925 but realised by 1929 he had “bought a pup” so the ailing 
company was dissolved.

Peerless
Peerless (1900-1931) quickly followed Cadillac in 1916 with a V8 

which was to be their only engine option for the next nine years. 
This was a proprietary engine built under license from engine 
manufacturer Herschell-Spillman, although Peerless claimed it was 
their own. At 33.8hp it would have struggled with the big heavy 
Peerless. This was put to rights in 1923 when replaced with a new, 
strong and well-made 5.4 litre 80hp second generation V8 dubbed 
the “Equipoised Eight” – another Cadillac look-a-like; not that 
surprising as engineers and designers “jumped ship” constantly. 
After 1929 a Continental straight eight was used until the end 
came in June 1931. The last gasp from Peerless was a fitting finale 
from this old maker of luxury cars. Only one was built – a sedan 
bodied almost entirely in aluminium by Murphy, powered by a 
magnificent 464 cu.in, 173hp V16 engine. It was tested in 1932 
at more than 100 mph at Muroc Dry Lake and now resides in the 
Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum in Cleveland.

Mount Pleasant Motors
Louis Lampke, an engineer, was behind the very short lived 

MPM touring car powered by a 44hp V8 engine. The person who 
dreamed up this name won a $5 prize - I wonder what the other 
suggestions were! The Mount Pleasant Motor Company set up in 
Mt Pleasant, Michigan and sailed into action in 1915 with just 
$5,000 capital which inevitably proved to be insufficient. Only 
ten cars were made before the company faded away when the good 
citizens of Mt. Pleasant refused to advance more cash. Lampke, 
however, was not finished, moving to Saginaw, also in Michigan, 
to join the Saginaw Motor Co and build a car to be known as the 

Yale. This was a large and rather expensive open car on a 126" 
wheelbase (under)powered by a 31hp Yale-built V8. Production 
commenced in July 1916 but with three significant price increases 
in its short life from $1350 to an eventual $1885 it was never going 
to make it. Parts and equipment were sold off early in 1918.

Cunningham
Joseph Cunningham’s company was America’s leading producer 

of dogcarts around 1900 and like so many others in the carriage 
business moved into automobile manufacture, starting with an 
experimental electric car. By 1907 production was under way in 
earnest and in 1916 Cunningham introduced a Series V model 
featuring their 100hp V8 engine. Four cylinder models disap-
peared and all Cunninghams were V8 powered until the end of 
car production in 1931. Many film stars, such as Mary Pickford and 
Fatty Arbuckle, owned Cunninghams as they were magnificently 
large, luxurious and very expensive cars. Their senior model in 
1920 sat on a 142" wheelbase selling at around $5,000 and up. 
The 1920 senior Cadillac line was in the same price bracket but 
10’’ shorter in the chassis. Some Cunninghams in the late ’20s 
frequently exceeded a staggering $10,000.

Murray
Pittsburgh Packard dealer, William Murray, was the driving 

force behind the formation of the Murray Motor Car Company 
in 1916, showing their first V8-engined car at the December New 
York Automobile Salon. The engine, a product of the Herschell-
Spillman company, sat behind a close copy of the Rolls-Royce 
radiator. The Murray, sporting a slanted windshield and electric 
clock as standard equipment, was well made, highly regarded and 
reasonably priced. Nevertheless, very few Murrays were sold and 
William Murray was no longer around when the company went 
into receivership in 1920. It staggered on for a few years producing 
a car now and then, first in New Jersey and then Boston, before 
“production” ceased in 1929 after producing fewer than 200 cars.

Briggs-Detroiter
A low-priced car from the Briggs-Detroiter Company appeared 

at the Detroit Automobile Show in January 1912. An “assembled” 
car, the Detroiter was urged along by a Continental 4 plus briefly 
in 1916, by a 31hp Perkins V8 in sedan and touring form. The 
company struggled along through several financial rearrangements 
and two receiverships before Sam Winternitz bought the lot and 
auctioned it off in 1917.

Drummond
As did so many of their contemporaries, the Drummond 

Carriage Company from Nebraska was forced to change direction, 
doing so in 1909 to specialise in repairing the rapidly increasing 
number of automobiles. They must have mastered it for, by 1916, 
the Drummond Motor Car Company was building its own 4 and 
6 cylinder cars, dropping both in 1917 and placing all their eggs in 
a 28hp Herschell-Spillman-powered V8 basket. Drummond’s total 
production of about 300 cars contained very few V8s. By 1918 
Drummond became the Douglas Motor Corp. of Omaha. Engine 
power was raised along with the wheelbase and price causing sales 
to go into an even steeper nosedive. Production ceased in 1919 
although trucks were built on into the mid-thirties.

Majestic
Four New Yorkers with virtually no automobile experience 

formed the Monitor Motor Company in 1917 but in an upmarket 
move changed it to Majestic Motor Company before production 
began. Majestic it was called but majestic it was not; a very plain 
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car enclosing a 4.6 litre V8 in four body styles ranging from a 
reasonable $1650 touring to an unreasonable $3500 convertible 
touring sedan. If you were into picnics this was the car to buy; 
folding table, vacuum ice-box, lunch boxes and a custom thermos 
bottle were standard equipment. Majestic folded within a few 
months.

Monitor
Cummins-Monitor Company announced to the world they 

would be building V8 and four cylinder cars using a variety of 
proprietary engines but when production began only 4s came 
on the market. “Three Hundred Parts less than in the Average 
Car” trumpeted the advertising spin. What was missing! The 
company went public in 1917, changing its name to Monitor Motor 
Company, producing 3,000 cars in that year. Sources vary, but if 
any V8s were made, it was in this time-frame with the likelihood 
that locomotion was courtesy of Herschell-Spillman. Monitor 
prices and sales swung wildly on the post war recession waves 
before the receivers took over in 1921. One of the unfortunate 
creditors was Herschell-Spillman whose 1,000 engine contract had 
dwindled to just 42.

Chevrolet
Cadillac unveiled its overhead valve V8 in 1949; Chevrolet 

managed it in late 1917, before becoming part of GM, with its 
4.7 litre OHV V8 riding on a 120" wheelbase. This was a quality 
car (all visible wood was mahogany, for example) although the 
motor itself looked a bit crude with its exposed valve gear. Former 
Buick engineer, Arthur Mason, designed the engine and it proved 
to be reliable and a strong runner. Available only in ‘Chevrolet 
Green’ in roadster and touring styles, the $1,400 price tag was a 
quantum leap from its $535 four cylinder stable-mate. Production 
of 2,781 V8 cars spanned one year only before management finally 
accepted that this was the wrong direction for Chevrolet.

Willys-Knight
John Willys also took the plunge in 1917 with a sleeve valve 

V8 Willys-Knight rated at a useful 65hp. These large V8s were 
mounted on a 120" wheel base in four 7-passenger body styles 
priced in the region of $1,950. This impressive V8 was quietly 
dropped after two years. 

RiChard
Francois Richard was responsible for the Only car, so named 

because it had only one cylinder with a 5” bore and an astonishing 
10” stroke. The number of Onlys built in New York between 
1909 and 1912 could likely be counted on one hand as could 
the four cylinder version, now known as the Metropol, which 
followed it. The ensuing bankruptcy did not deter Francois in the 
least, moving to Cleveland and forming the Richard Automobile 
Company to produce his Richard car, powered by a very large 352 
cu in four cylinder engine. From 1916 he began spelling his and 
the cars’ name as RiChard in an attempt to get the populace to 
pronounce Richard in the French “ree-shar” way. By 1918 the 
only model offered was a massive 600 cu in V8 of his design in 
nine-passenger touring form featuring a most hideous boat-tail. At 
$8,000 very few were made so the indefatigable Francois dropped 
it to produce his next failure, the La Marne.

Vernon
The Able Engine Company was established in New York in 

1915 to manufacture 4 cylinder and V8 engines so it was a natural 
progression to produce their own cars utilising these engines. This 
they did in 1919 with the formation of the Vernon Automobile 

Company, manufacturing a variety of open “sporting” styles, the 
V8 option on its 115" wheelbase selling for $1,695. Production was 
always limited and finished in 1920.

Blumberg
Blumberg is not exactly a catchy name that rolls easily off the 

tongue; for a car or a tractor. Hamilton Blumberg, a Texan, was 
very good at raising $2 million stock for his proposed tractor and 
car manufacturing company but not so good at delivering the 
product. It appears a few tractors were built as photos exist, but 
even fewer or none of the $3000 V8 touring cars appeared; sources 
differ on this rather important point. It was to be an in-house V8 
and would be noted for cool running with no fan or radiator grille 
needed according to a press release. A Renault-style radiator in 
front of the dash would take care of cooling. When the proverbial 
hit the fan Hamilton had already moved on. If anyone manages to 
find a Blumberg it was built in 1920.

La Fayette
When the La Fayette Motors Company was founded in 1919 

to produce a luxury car, no one knew who was behind it. At least 
six ex-Cadillac people were involved, both in engineering and 
finance but the man behind it all was Charles Nash, former GM 
president and now the successful manufacturer of Nash cars. The 
powerful 5.7 litre 100hp engine of the La Fayette, soon known for 
its endurance and speed, had much in common with the Cadillac 
V8 which was not too surprising as its designer was the former 
Cadillac chief engineer, D. McCall White. The La Fayette used 
thermostatically controlled radiator shutters pointing the way for 
Packard, Cadillac et al. Unfortunately, the luxurious new car ran 
headlong into the savage post-war depression on its 1920 debut 
which must have limited sales. These were seriously expensive cars. 
A comparison of 1921 prices for the seven-passenger limousine: La 
Fayette, $7500; Cadillac, $5390; Lincoln, $6600; Packard Twin 
Six, $6650. By 1922 Nash Motors had become the largest stock-
holder and after pouring more than two million dollars into the La 
Fayette, Charles Nash conceded defeat in late 1923. Total produc-
tion of these magnificent cars was 2,267. Nash sold La Fayette to 
his new venture in the low-priced field, Ajax Motors Company, 
which one year later became the Nash Light 6.

Lincoln
By now the luxury car market in America was distinctly 

crowded, not helped by the addition of LaFayette and almost 
simultaneously, the Lincoln. Cadillac founders, Henry Leland 
and his son Wilfred, had sold their company to General Motors’ 
William Durant, staying on for a while only to walk out in early 
1917 when Durant refused to produce Liberty aero engines for 
the war effort. The Lelands started their new Lincoln Motor 
Company and quickly gained a government contract to manufac-
ture 6,000 Liberty engines. The armistice came too soon; Leland 
had mounting debt and a 6,000 strong workforce so decided to 
produce a new luxury car which was doomed for reasons already 
noted and exacerbated by its stodgy top-heavy styling. Coachwork 
design was entrusted to Henry’s son-in-law, an ex-milliner named 
Angus Woodbridge, and the result was pilloried in the press on its 
September 1920 debut. The 81hp V8, capable of pushing the big 
car to 70 mph, was compact, tough and beautifully engineered but 
just 3,407 cars were produced before the bankers forced Lincoln’s 
sale in 1922. Ironically, and perhaps in retribution, Henry Ford 
bought Lincoln for eight million dollars. In 1902 Henry Leland 
built his Cadillac Company from the remains of Henry Ford’s first 
company which he had left in disgust after much argument and 
criticism from Leland.
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Wills Sainte Claire
Childe Harold Wills’ mother was fond of Lord Byron’s poetry, 

particularly ‘Childe Harold’, hence the dreadful moniker inflicted 
on her son who of course hated it so never answered to it. Wills 
was an outstanding metallurgist and inventor, the brains behind 
Ford’s early cars including the Model T. An agreement for a profit 
percentage meant that when he left Ford in 1919 he had the 
wherewithal to start manufacturing his own car powered by a new 
4.3 litre 60° V8. The engine, inspired partly by the Hispano Suiza 
aero V8, with an overhead camshaft on each bank and rather 
dated idea of non-detachable cylinder heads, proved fearsomely 
complex, a nightmare for mechanics and expensive to produce. 
This, coupled with Will’s perfectionism and constant production 
stoppages to add improvements, meant that his young company 
never got out of a sea of red ink. Wills lost money on every 
car sold and by the end of 1922 owed $8 million. Wills Sainte 
Claire styling was a bit ho-hum although its badge depicting the 
Canadian goose is a lovely thing. The name of Will’s car was 
derived from a local beauty spot called Lake Saint Claire, Harold 
added an E to saint as it looked classier! By 1922 4,372 Gray Goose 
V8s had been sold in less than two years but then the company 
closed for a time due to financial problems. When it did reopen a 
six cylinder model was developed to sell alongside the eight. Wills 
Sainte Claire quietly faded away in 1927.

Guy
Guy Motors of Wolverhampton are known for their buses and 

trucks, usually sporting the famous Indian chief mascot carrying 
the statement “Feathers in our Cap”. For some ten years cars 
were also produced including a V8-powered model designed by 
RH Rose, formerly of Sunbeam. One chassis and two cars were 
displayed at the 1919 Olympia Motor Show, the tourer featuring 
engine-turned aluminium coachwork. Its engine was a 25.7hp 4 
litre 90° V8 with horizontal valves, detachable heads and pressure-
fed bearings. An innovative feature was the automatic chassis 
lubrication system that delivered oil through a veritable spaghetti 
of copper tubing to all moving parts on the chassis. A cam on 
the steering column operated a plunger pump every time the 
steering went to full right lock. The V8 cars sold at the top end of 
the market between Daimler and Rolls-Royce from 1920 to 1924, 
about 25 all told. 

Sheridan
Only Buick, out of GM’s marques, did not dabble with a V8. 

A little-known subsidiary of General Motors was Sheridan Motor 
Car Company created in 1920 by Billy Durant. His plan was to 
build fours to slot in between Chevrolet and Oakland and V8s 
to sell just below Cadillac, both powered by GM’s Northway 
engines but, as it turned out, just a small number of fours saw the 
light of day and even fewer of the 80hp V8s, in pilot form only. 
Durant was removed from GM shortly afterwards when Alfred P 
Sloan took over. He very smartly dumped Scripps-Booth and sold 
Sheridan to the departing Durant who continued to manufacture 
it, after some changes, as the Durant Six.
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A restored 1921 Wills Sainte Claire.
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Parenti
The Parenti was a short-lived car with the unusual feature of 

possessing no axles, using three transverse springs at the front and 
two at the rear in a ten point mounting system. Initially much use 
was made of plywood including body, frame and the disc wheels! 
“Direct Blast” was the advertising slogan for the Parenti-designed 
air-cooled V8 engine but it was soon replaced with an air-cooled 
Cameron six cylinder engine. To attract attention early models 
were resplendent in an outlandish bright orange, purple and 
yellow colour scheme, but to no avail. Just eighteen cars were made 
in 1920-21 before 11,000 investors found their $3 million had been 
“directly blasted” into thin air.

Curtiss
There may have been no more than two Curtiss sporting cars 

made by renowned aviator Glenn Curtiss and his team in 1920-21. 
Built in New York, they used a Phianna chassis and an adaption 
of the 100hp OX-5 V8 aircraft engine. Prado also used the 8,237cc 
Curtiss engine to power approximately nine cars built under this 
name in 1920-22. $11,800 for the De Luxe Speedster on its 142" 
wheelbase chassis would certainly limit sales; you could have 
bought 24 Model Ts for that money in 1920! Yet another business 
to eye up the Curtiss engine was the Wharton Motors Company 
of Dallas, Texas, who ambitiously announced in 1920 they would 
build a line of fours, sixes and eights alongside tractors and trucks. 
Two years of gathering stockholders’ funds resulted in the produc-
tion of a solitary vehicle, a $4,000 Curtiss V8-engined roadster. It 
all ended in tears two years later.

Owen
How does a car manufacturer traverse 36 years without product 

advertisements, no press releases or road tests? Somehow Owen, a 
London company, managed that, listing under at least six names 
over the years. Whether they made any cars at all or simply 
rebadged other makes is a moot point. A model OE with 5.3 litre 
V8 engine and two speed gearbox was listed in 1921 at a £2250 
chassis price, more expensive than the Silver Ghost at £2100. A 
photo of this car exists in the 1921 “Buyers Guide” but experts 
suspect it is a doctored photo of the magnificent but short-lived 
American car called the Kenworthy “Line-O-Eight”, which was 
never available in Britain.

Bellanger
Bellanger Frères built aeroplane engines, branching out into the 

production of cars that used Daimler-Knight engines in 1912. The 
company slogan was quite interesting: “Her bonnet is silver and her 
silence is golden”! Most of their production was in the form of taxis 
for the Paris and London market at the rate of one per day; not 
quite in Henry Ford’s league. The sleeve-valve engine gave way to a 
Briscoe side-valve unit from 1920-23 with the addition of a 6.3 litre 
50hp V8 in 1921. One of its features was the “mechanic-friendly” 
horizontal valve layout in the Oakland manner. Not many V8 cars 
were made before Peugeot bought out Bellanger in 1921.

Lancia
Lancia had experimented with a V12 engine prior to WW1 but 

realised the cost of manufacture would be prohibitive, deciding 
on a V8 configuration instead. They stuck to the very narrow 22° 
angle of their V4 ending up with a beautifully made ohc 98hp V8. 
The 4.6 litre Trikappa was born in 1922 followed by the 100hp 
Dilambda in 1928 and the smaller-engined Astura in 1931.

La Salle
Cadillac was named after Detroit’s founder, Antoine Laumet 

de La Mothe, Sieur de Cadillac so, when planning started in 1924 

on a companion car to slot in between Buick and Cadillac, the 
name of another French explorer, René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de 
La Salle, was honoured. Inspired by the Hispano-Suiza, Harley 
Earl designed a lovely new car presented in two-tone colour 
schemes of his choice. The La Salle was an instant hit, accounting 
for more than half of Cadillac sales in 1927. Its 4.9 litre engine 
was essentially a smaller-bored and de-stroked Cadillac engine 
but from 1931 used the same engine as its parent. La Salle was 
dropped for six months or so in 1933 before a handsome new 
design earned it a reprieve for 1934, its engine now a straight eight 
side-valve Oldsmobile-based unit which was in turn supplanted 
by the Cadillac engine again in 1937. By 1940 there was only 
$300 between La Salle and the lowest priced Cadillac while sales 
were well below its arch-rival, the Packard 120. What was to be 
the 1941 La Salle became the Series 61 Cadillac boosting GM’s 
prestige marque to a sales record year.

Vernandi
The French Vernandi company flowered briefly from about 

1926 to 1930. Their creation started its racing career in the 1928 
French Grand Prix but did not finish. Vernandi commissioned 
Nemorin Causan to design a V8 engine for the 1930 season. 
Causan was a very talented man, the brains behind Delage’s 
successful 1908 race car engine for which he received no credit. 
His new V8 engine was an ohv 1490cc design that featured twin 
carburettors and twin superchargers. It never reached its potential 
due to lack of development funds and the ensuing demise of 
Vernandi with only one car and two engines being made. The 
very low-slung sports/racing car was particularly successful at 
hillclimbs.

Miller
Harry Armenius Miller was famous for building front wheel 

drive race cars, tasting success at such prestigious events as 
Indianapolis – all Indy winners from 1930 to ’38 were Miller-
powered. Miller built just three road cars, the first in 1905 for his 
family. A 1923 Press announcement indicated Miller would use 
his straight 8 racing engine in built-to-order cars in the rarefied 
$10,000 and climbing range. Five years passed before a one-off 
4WD open speedster was constructed for the wealthy Californian 
sportsman, Philip Chancellor. A Miller, Goosen, Offenhauser-
designed 310 cu in V8 provided the power. Just one was made and 
later, in 1932, a front wheel drive supercharged V16 roadster which 
cost an eye-watering $35,000. 

Viking
Oldsmobile had another 

dab at a V8-powered car in 
1929 with the introduction 
of their 4.2 litre 81hp Viking. 
This monobloc cast engine 
had a similar horizontal valve 
layout to the Oakland but 
was otherwise quite different. 
Aimed at the gap between 
Oldsmobile and La Salle, which 
it rather resembled, the new car 
behind the simple stylized “V” 
badge was attractive and well-
engineered but became another 
victim of the depression. By 
1930 the Viking retailed at a 
hefty $1,700 compared to its six 
cylinder sibling at just under 
$1,000. Times were tough; 8,350 

Viking V8 down-draft manifold
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sales in two years was far below Oldsmobile’s target so the Viking 
was discontinued.

Oakland
When Oakland followed the 1920s companion car trend by 

introducing Pontiac in 1926, it could not have foreseen that the 
“Quality Six to Sell at a Four’s Price” would sink its progenitor. 
Runaway Pontiac sales led to Oakland sliding so far that by 1930, 
and for 1931, it offered only an Oldsmobile Viking-based 4 litre 
85hp V8 with a claimed top speed of 72 mph. GM finally admin-
istered the coup-de-grâce at the January 1932 New York Show 
where an upgraded Oakland V8 now wore a Pontiac badge. Six 
months later Oakland Motor Car Co officially became Pontiac 
Motor Co The patricidal process was complete. Despite the 
rebranding, sales were poor as the V8 was expensive to produce 
and Pontiac lost money on every one of them in the nadir of the 
terrible Great Depression. In less than a year Pontiac changed 
direction, offering straight eights right across the board.

Ford
Now enter Henry Ford; proving that a low-cost monobloc V8 

produced on a truly massive scale was possible. This time no one 
followed the leader, straight 8s and sixes would suffice until the 
age of the new generation OHV V8s dawned in 1949, fittingly, 
led by Cadillac. 
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In 1939 a well known Hastings identity named Colbourne 

Wright made arrangements through a UK agent to purchase 

an MG PA, Chassis No 1838, sight unseen.

This came to pass not without some worrying times, as the 
car was on the high seas headed for New Zealand when 
war was declared on 3 September 1939. The car arrived 

here safely and Colburne Wright enjoyed it for some time. During 
his ownership he wrote, in 1941, to the MG Car Co Ltd asking for 
their opinion on various technical matters, and he received a reply 
signed, “Yours Very Truly, Cecil Kimber, Managing Director.”

Over the years the car passed through the hands of several 
NZ owners and was restored extensively by Bruce Manning 
of Palmerston North before it was eventually purchased by a 
gentleman from Timaru. He didn’t have it very long, and in 1973 
it came into the ownership of well known Timaru dentist and 
classic car enthusiast, Jim Sawers. The MG’s garage mate was a 
magnificent 1954 R Type Bentley Continental.

In 1980 Jim and his brother participated in the VCC Rally at 
Rotorua. On arrival they parked the car and were immediately 
accosted by a gentleman who rather gruffly asked them “What’s 
the engine number?” Immediately the said gentleman almost 
disappeared under the bonnet to exclaim excitedly, “It’s mine!” 
There followed a very animated conversation, as Colbourne 
Wright caught up on all those years since he had last seen or 
heard of his so loved MG PA. 

Some years later Jim Sawers shifted with his Bentley and the 
MG PA to live in Hastings, so it was always a great pleasure to 
take Colbourne on many of the local branch runs.

Jim owned and enjoyed the car until 2004 when he sold it 
to MG aficionado Russell Ward who lives north of the Harbour 
Bridge. This car is still tremendously original with the original 
chassis and engine number and the bonnet is also stamped with 
the appropriate number. 

On the day of Colbourne Wright’s funeral in Hastings (circa 
2002), it was arranged that when the hearse left the church for 
the cemetery, it would be accompanied by the following cars. The 
Veteran Napoleon which belonged to Colbourne, the MG PA, 
and Gordon Vogther’s MG VA. On the way to attend the funeral 
the PA developed a major ignition problem which produced 
serious misfiring and threatened to leave Jim Sawers stranded on 
the side of the expressway! Never before during Jim’s ownership 
had the car misbehaved in this manner. Somehow it seemed to be 
upset at the death of its first New Zealand owner, but by easing up 
on the throttle Jim was able to manage the ignition problem and 
in due course arrived at the church on time. When the hearse was 
due to leave for the cemetery the Napoleon refused to start at all 
initially, and only after being pushed up and down the street did 
it condescend to do so. At this stage however the PA behaved 
itself, so in due course the cortege arrived at the cemetery and 
the interment was completed. On checking the PA Jim found that 
under maximum load the spark from the snout of the coil had 
been jumping about five centimetres to earth itself on to the body 

A TALE OF A 1934 MG PA
 Words and photos Brian Goodman
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of the fuel pump, which fortunately was dry, something which it had 
never done before. Needless to say the problem was easily solved by 
remounting the coil. But why was it that on the day of the funeral 
both cars misbehaved as they had never done previously? 

My involvement came about as Jim Sawers and I have always 
enjoyed a close friendship, especially in the world of classic and 
Vintage cars. So when Jim parted with the MG he found in his files 
the original letter written and signed by Cecil Kimber to Colburne 
Wright. This letter went with the car but Jim was kind enough to 
forward to me a copy of that letter signed by the great Cecil Kimber 
himself. Interesting to see that in the letter Kimber must have had 
a special key on his typewriter as where he refers to the letters MG 
they are encased in the traditional octagon.

The car is currently owned by Michael Wood of Auckland. 
 BW

 Beaded Wheels 35



The Garage Raid Series
Wairarapa Branch 

Words and photos Kevin Ball

A Beverley hillbillies-style Model A truck belching smoke, 
festooned with cooking and camping gear and featuring a sofa 
back seat, was the highlight of a series of garage raids by the 
Wairarapa Branch of the Vintage Car Club in early August.

The weather was far from ideal, constant drizzle with lots of 
mud underfoot, but that didn’t dampen enthusiasm.

A dozen cars, a mix of Vintage and modern, and more than 30 
people took to the roads east of Masterton, visiting three proper-
ties, Mike Blundell’s Seaview, Tim and Sue Johnston’s Wai Awa 
and Peter and Nola Groves’ Glentarn.

All three men are keen Vintage machinery enthusiasts and 
showed members their completed cars and ongoing projects.

At Seaview Mike fired up his lovely 1925 Cadillac, a huge 
(seven-seat) V8 tourer with a prodigious thirst for petrol. Mike 
also has an immaculate Mk III Zephyr which attracted much 
admiration and in which he joined the tour.

Tim’s party trick, the hillbilly truck, one of several Model As 
on the property, was a delight. Injection of diesel into the engine 
produces very satisfactory masses of smoke. Tim was given the 
1928 vehicle in 1968 when he was a young fellow hunting in the 
Stoney Creek area. It was ideal for hauling out deer carcases, and 
he reckons it could outclimb a Series I Land-Rover 4WD.

Future projects include another 1928 car, which cost him £20, 
and a 1930 model he got for £80. That’s beside the immaculately-

restored 1931 roadster and the 1930 sedan in one of his garages. 
A friend’s Model A truck is tucked into a corner in another shed. 
Tim relishes working on the old cars. “I know them inside-out,” he 
commented.

A man with a well-developed sense of the wacky, he has 
another party trick, a two-seat, ride-on barbecue. It’s portable, he 
says, but only with the aid of the front-end loader. And it works. 
He is planning a museum on the property featuring his Model As 
and an assortment of other treasures stored in sheds around the 
farm.

The visitors had lunch on the wide verandahs surrounding the 
beautifully-restored homestead. During that break, branch chair-
person Frances Elwin presented member Scott Thomson with a 
badge to recognise people who have been awarded the John L. 
Goddard Trophy over the years. The award is for people who have 
made a significant contribution to the VCC. Scott received the 
trophy, shaped like a Bugatti radiator, in 2002, to recognise his 
writing about Vintage motoring.

From there it was on to Glentarn and Peter Groves’ collection 
of restored cars, ongoing projects and heavy farm machinery. 
Nola calls it “Peter’s junk”. He has a sign in the shed saying “It’s 
my mess and I love it”. Peter, a club member for 50 years, is 81, 
and reckons he’ll have to live another 40 years to complete all 
his projects. He has a special interest in Austins, from the 1924 
Austin 20 that has been in the family from new, to A30, A35 and 
A40 and later models.

The Groves’s visit completed an excellent day out.

rally snippets

Wairarapa: Tim Johnston’s party trick, the Beverley Hillbillies Model A truck. Wairarapa: Mike Blundell shows off photos of his Cadillac.

Wairarapa: Peter Groves, right, with one of his Austins. Wairarapa: One that almost got away.
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R’Oil Can Rally 2013 
Waitemata Branch              

Words and photos Di Humphreys

The 7am start of this R’Oil Can was in Tuakau which is an hour’s 
drive away from our home in Devonport but we were travelling 
under a clear star filled sky, sending warm fuzzies through the body 
believing that we were in for a glorious winters’ day. 

While Alistair Robinson had plotted the rally route he had 
the help of another Waitemata’ite, Dean Salter, when it came to 
actually travelling the route and setting out the instructions. Dean 
is an architect and the instructions were set out in a very architec-
turally precise fashion. Once I figured that the time schedule was 
continuous, travelling down the page, the Humphreys’ Lancia team 
settled into a steady pace of cornering consistently and trying to 
avoid the potholes that were numerous and large in the first section 
of the rally route. 

There’s always a buzz in the air at the start of any “Can”; a buzz 
of excitement, anticipation and trepidation, all of us hoping our 
car was going to get us there, wherever there was, anticipating the 
day’s weather would stay nice and looking towards a brilliant day of 
Vintage motoring.

Heading West towards Port Waikato with the sun rising behind us 
in the east, we soon felt the warmth as it started to seep through the 
layers of woolly clothes that were trying to keep the upper half of the 
body warm. We travelled south hugging the west coast and as the sun 
rose higher in the sky it was casting lovely Lancia shadows along the 
banks of the roadside and as we came around a corner we came upon 
our first break down. The Aldersley Austin 7 Special loves competing 
at Chelsea Hillclimb and Hampton Downs but it took such a dislike 
to those large potholes that it decided to break a half shaft. Max and 
Shirley Belcher, who had used four litres of oil to get from Whangarei 
to Puhoi on the Friday afternoon in the Model A, had put four litres 
of oil in again, turned around and drove back to Whangarei for their 
modern Peugeot. The decision was made to tow the Aldersley Austin 
7 back home to Te Kauwhata, just over the hill, behind the Belcher 
Peugeot while the rest of us carried on.  

We continued south around Raglan Harbour, down Aotea and 
Kawhia Harbours. The scenery was absolutely magnificent and some 
of the trees we saw were distorted in their growth by the prevailing 
westerly winds which luckily we did not have to experience this day. 
While the weather was fantastic, it really was not traditional R’Oil 
Can weather but none of us were complaining.

Alistair announced that Harold Booth of Riley 9 tourer fame was 
the winner and therefore has the pleasure of organising next year’s 
event. BW

Waitemata: Travelling through Kiwi Road.

Waitemata: On route the ‘Can’ gets used by Clynt Inns to fill the Jaguar 
radiator.

Waitemata: Cars at rest while the occupants enjoy a welcome cuppa during 
the R’Oil Can morning tea break.

Waitemata: Cars at the lunch break.
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AGM 2013

original condition before replacing it with 
a 1930 Ford Model A Phaeton. The Model 
A had been restored when they purchased 
it but in 2003 they decided to give it a 
ground-up re-restoration. This was done 
professionally, with Rodger spending many 
hours each week at the workshop meticu-
lously cleaning and sanding to assist in the 
process. Having no vehicle of their own 
did not slow this couple down, with offers 
from Errol McAlpine (Ford Model A ute), 
Russell McAlpine (Austin-Healey Sprite) 
and Paul Fussey (Wolseley 4/44), they 
continued to be involved. Their Model 
A was completed, winning a branch Gold 
Restoration, and after a few months of 
shakedown driving, they undertook the 
trip to the Invercargill International Rally, 
including a crossing of the Nevis Pass.

Roger and Val are keen to participate 
in all facets of club offerings as this list 
of their rally successes within our branch 
shows:-

12  Annual Branch Points Trophy
8   Nicholson Vintage Muster 

Trophies
5   Automobile Assn Hunua 100 

overall Trophies
3   Night Rally Trophies
2   Hicks Memorial Gymkhana 

Trophies
1   Hurlingham Triers Trophy
6   Seabrook Fowlds Experts 

Trophies
6   Shears Hunua 100 Vintage Class 

Trophies
1   Strachan Mem. Hunua 100 PV 

Class Trophies
3   Ladies Rally Trophies

The VCCNZ National AGM was this 

year hosted by Canterbury Branch. 

The event was based at the Riccarton 

Park Function Centre which provided 

an ideal venue for both the working 

meetings of the Executive,  

the AGM and socialising.

Of special significance was the attend-
ance of current Life Members Mollie and 

Andrew Anderson and Roger White. 
These three were welcomed to the 
unique occasion where all life members 
were attending the AGM. It was also 50 
years since Andrew Anderson was elected 
President of the Club. 

A very surprised and overwhelmed 
Frank Renwick was appointed a Life 
Member after many years of contribution 
to the Club. Frank served a total of fifteen 
years on the management committee as 
President and Speed Steward and has 
served on the vehicle technical committee 

since it was created early in his Presidency, 
and still personally handles the Vehicle 
Identity Card applications prior to issue. 

Andrew spoke to the meeting briefly, 
supporting our initiatives to bring younger 
members and vehicles into the club and 
noting that each generation will interpret 
the word “Vintage” in different ways, and 
this should be encouraged. In 1946, club 
eligible vehicles were over twenty years old.

The programme was arranged to allow 
all delegates the opportunity to join the 
bus tour around Christchurch to give 

John L Goddard 
Trophy 2013

It was with much pleasure that Val 

and Rodger Ball were announced joint 

winners of one the Vintage Car Club’s 

most prestigious awards, the John L 

Goddard Trophy at this year’s AGM.

Together they started their club 
involvement with the Auckland Branch 
over 35 years ago. Initially they did not 
have a club eligible vehicle and they 
served as marshals on many club rallies. 
They purchased a 1935 Hillman Minx 
which they rallied extensively in its 

Andrew Anderson, Mollie Anderson, Roger White, Frank Renwick.
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Their involvement also shows their 
support to those who have worked hard 
to put on these events, something they 
have personal knowledge of, as having won 
so many rallies they then in turn were 
required to plot the following year’s event. 
Their participation is not just limited to 
local events and they have enjoyed four 
Internationals and many North Island 
branches’ major rallies, in particular being 
regulars at the Waikato Double 50.

Rodger has held the position of secretary 
of the branch since 1986. He has proved 
the most effective and dedicated secretary 
that this branch has ever had. Rodger has 
been branch delegate since 1987, a respon-
sibility he does not take lightly and has 
always provided thorough reports to ensure 
branch members are completely informed. 
He has always been a strong secretary 

unafraid of controversy and always willing 
to express his viewpoint where he believes 
his thoughts are of benefit to the branch 
and/or the national body.

Val has always been a supportive 
assistant to Rodger in his secretary role, 
fielding phone calls, but also strongly 
active in her help with committee events. 
Val has been Auckland Branch’s Bulletin 
editor since 2003 and is always working to 
ensure its publication is modern and of a 
high standard.

Rodger and Val have regularly offered 
their vehicle for displays and processions 
and also acted as returning officers for the 
NZ Motor Caravan Association’s national 
election with all remunerations being 
donated directly to our branch.

The guest speaker was Mike Pero. Mike is a 
skilled communicator and was very entertaining. 
It was interesting to hear details of Mike’s 
background and his stories of business and his 
enthusiasms were enjoyed by the audience.

Back row from left: Kevin Clarkson, Julie Cairns, Tony Bartlett, Ed Boyd, Front Row: Marilyn 
McKinlay, Tony Haycock, John Coomber, Paul Collins, Michael Lavender, Rod Brayshaw, Alon Mayhew, 
Dianne Quarrie.

Arron Joy, Nicola Wilkinson, Gary Beaumont.

North Island Club Captain 
Paul Collins.

South Island Club Captain 
Alon Mayhew.

members a first hand opportunity to view 
and experience the devastation the city 
has suffered as a result of the earthquakes. 
This was a sobering experience for many 
with rebuilding work still appearing slow 
to get underway in many parts of the city.

For a more detailed account of the 
AGM please refer to the minutes that 
accompany this copy of Beaded Wheels.

 BW

Nicky and Frank Renwick.
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The local Ashburton Museum has 
discovered some interesting old photo-
graphs that unfortunately had no reference 
material with them. I have managed, 
with help, to identify the cars in one but 
can’t conclusively identify the event that 
also features a lot of traction engines, old 
tractors and Vintage machinery. The first 
three cars are the Northern, the Milwaukee 
and the Orient Buckboard all restored by 
the late Alex Shadbolt and still in the 
family today. Alex is driving the Northern 
accompanied by two of his sons, Stewart 
and Bruce, both now grown men with 
families of their own. This proves the photo 
should be dated in the late ’50s or early ’60s.

Number four in the line up is a 1912 
type 1600 FN, car number 1494, which 
Don Oddie (Timaru) purchased from Ben 
Watts (Palmerston North) in 1954/55 
and owned it until it was bought by Jack 
Palmer (Christchurch) in 1967 and later 
to be taken over by Richard Palmer. In 
1974 it was bought by John Winter-Smith 
who exported it to Japan soon after. In 
September 2002 it was auctioned by 
Christies and purchased by well known 
VCCGB member Bob Smith. In October 
2008 Vernon Phillips became the new 
owner.

The fifth car in the line is a 1914 12hp 
Delage previously owned by the Edwards 
family (Hornby) from whom Les Everett 
acquired it in 1956. Les restored the car and 
used it in many events. It was used as his 
everyday transport for two or three years 
and was taken off the road in the early ’60s 
due to a cracked block and taken over by 
Bob Bryson (Les Everett’s brother-in-law). 
It remained in storage until 2004 when 
it was offered for sale through Fazzaz and 
purchased by Neville Digby. In 2008 it was 
sold to David Burnett. The car is now in 
Auckland and being actively restored by 
David. 

Ray McCullough has finished 
overhauling the motor, gearbox and differ-
ential as well as fitting a new drive shaft 
and exhaust system to Colin and Joan 
Pearce’s (Mosgiel) 1913 Sunbeam and is 
putting the finishing touches to the clutch. 
Paul Herron is painting the body in Gore 
and this should be married to the chassis 

soon. Colin is itching to get into the 
wiring and hopes to have the car on the 
60th Dunedin to Brighton Veteran Rally 
(the oldest Veteran rally in the Southern 
Hemisphere) at the end of January.

Ernest George has located the problem 
that stopped the 1915 Overland abruptly 
during the field tests at the National 
Veteran Rally in Invercargill earlier this 
year. Not easy to find as it was a displaced 
terminal inside the battery but all’s well 
again and Ernest was driving the car filled 
with grandchildren at the recent Topless 
Tour. 

Trevor Lightfoot from Christchurch has 
started to restore a 1914 Standard Model S. 

Have you ever wondered where to start 
when you commence a Veteran vehicle 
rebuild? This may help. About three 
years ago a well known VCC member in 
Ashburton acquired a pile of early Veteran 

Rover parts that are destined to be returned 
to their former glory in time. A start has 
been made, he’s purchased the special oil 
he’ll need when it gets to the firing up 
stage. Good on you David keep up the good 
work. 

I’ve received a clip taken from an issue 
of The Auckland Weekly written in October 
1900 and just to prove not much has 
changed here it is; 

“The advance of the motor car in 
Auckland is an interesting incident. 
It is quite likely that in the near 
future the people of this province, 
tired of the Government’s procras-
tination and injustice in the matter 
of railways will compete against the 
State monopoly and slowness by 
means of these inventions. 

As Auckland is by far the worst 
roaded place in New Zealand it is not 
likely that the fastest kind of motor 

Diane Ross 
38 Keenans Road 
RD 2, Ashburton 
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

Do you know what event this photo was taken at?

1913 Sunbeam
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car will become common, except 
in favoured districts, but it will not 
require a very fast motor car to 
compete against Auckland railways, 
and as soon as the country roads are 
improved there is no doubt that this 
kind of traction will be found very 
useful.

A writer in Pearson’s magazine 
predicts that when the motor 
comes into universal use life will 
not be worth living. Think of how 
impassable the streets will be when 
thousands of motor cars are rushing 
along at the high rate of speed that 
they invariably adopt. A horse does 
not run a man down if he can help it, 
but a machine of steel and brass will 
delight in killing people. The path 
of the runaway motor will be strewn 
with dead and mangled citizens, and 
when it finally runs into a lamp post 
and blows up the explosion will be 
worse than that of a 15" shell. 

Regarded as a beast, the motor 
is a horrible monster. Regarded as 
a machine, it is one of the noisiest 

and most objectionable that has ever 
been invented.”
The first motor car in Auckland was 

a one cylinder, belt driven Star imported 
from England in 1900 by Mr P R Skeates. 

Ray and Glenis Miller in their 1918 
Hudson won the McLachlan Age Mileage 
Trophy for the 1912/1913 season competed 
for in the Canterbury region. To win this 
Ray and Glenis travelled 3579 miles in 
the previous twelve months. This car was 
restored some years ago by the Haycock 
family in Manawatu. 

The organising committee for the 60th 
Dunedin-Brighton run in 2014 advise 
that they have arranged plenty of Veteran 
motoring including longer optional runs 
on the Saturday and a run on Sunday 
afternoon following the prizegiving at 
Glenfalloch.

The North Otago Branch has just been 
awarded the hosting rights for the next 
National Veteran Rally to be held in the 
South Island in 2015.

 
BW

METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITe MeTAllING  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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as the T suggests it was aimed at the tourer 
market, particularly the USA. The T carried 
on through minor model upgrades until 
the mid 1980s. In 1976 the sport-focussed 
Le Mans 850 was released and it and its 
model upgrades took centre stage for Moto 
Guzzi for the next decade or more. The 
original 850 Le Mans, commonly referred 
to as the Mk 1, has become the collectors 
piece of the range and good ones are now 
commanding prices in the $10k-$20k range. 
The last of the range, 1985-91, became the 
Le Mans 1000 with the motor having grown 
to 948 cc. The full Moto Guzzi model range 
expanded too with everything from the 
V35, the V65, Lario, and more latterly the 
V10, 950cc California and 1000cc Daytona 
followed by the 1064cc V11, models such 
as Quota V11, Brevia and Grisso and a Le 
Mans V11. 

Back to the shed. Last issue I reported 
that my recently acquired 1974 850 T had 
been stripped down and was undergoing a 
cosmetic restoration. I say cosmetic because I 
made the decision to leave the engine, drive 
train alone at this point on the assumption 
that the mileage shown was correct. What 
I did do is strip off all of the ancillary bits, 
which really means the chrome and painted 
bits (tank and side tool boxes), levers and 
lights. The chrome stuff was pretty shabby 

and poor quality to start with I think, so I 
boxed it all up and sent it to Shiny Bits in 
Geraldine. The tank and tool boxes had 
had multiple coats of paint, mostly black, 
applied over the years and looked awful so 
they went to my favourite Blenheim paint 
and panel man, Malcolm Russell. With that 
work farmed out I set to to explore what 
else was needed. First up some electrical fix 
ups. I took the starter motor off and had it 
checked and serviced and acquired a new 
handlebar mounted switch block for lights, 
horn and indicators. The original had long 
since expired and what was fitted was a 
Japanese replacement; it too had lost the 
will to operate. Fortunately there is a guy, 
Pete Kelly, on Waiheke Island who runs 
a Moto Guzzi spares business. I struck up 
a relationship with Pete and to date have 
had no problem getting the replacement 
parts needed, apart from an original tail 
light bracket and lens. I’ll have to stick 
with what I’ve got for the present. There 
is a very obliging mobile auto electrician 
not far from my shed and he came in and 
wired up the new switch block, plus new 
original style indicators and went through 
all the wiring. The clutch lever had suffered 
misfortune at some point and was rather 
badly bent. Pete came to the rescue with 
new later model T3 clutch and brake levers, 

Reviving the Italian
As mentioned on more than one 

occasion in the past I have long been a fan 
of Moto Guzzi and am even more so now 
that there is one in my shed.  We’ll start 
with a brief historical review and get back to 
the shed later. The name derives from one 
of the founding partners Carlo Guzzi who, 
with the backing of two war service friends, 
established the Moto Guzzi Company in 
1921 in the town of Mandello del Lario 
in Italy’s Lombardy province and on the 
shores of Lake Como. The company’s early 
success was built around the Guzzi-designed 
horizontal single and it, in various guises, 
became the mainstay of the business until 
the post WWII years, promoted particularly 
by an active competition policy which saw 
Moto Guzzi rack up more than 3,000 official 
race wins until the time the company pulled 
out of Grand Prix racing in 1957.

By the mid 1960s the company was 
facing serious financial difficulties and 
ownership was transferred in 1967 to a 
State controlled receiver. That period lasted 
until 1971 when the De Tomaso Company 
bought out the receiver and became the 
owner of Moto Guzzi until 2000. The 
ownership roundabout continued with  
Aprilia being in charge from 2000 to 2004 
and then Piaggio which still holds the reins

It was during this period of changing 
ownership in the late ’60s and early ’70s 
that Moto Guzzi gained the engine design 
and appearance that was to become its 
lasting, immediately recognisable, trade 
mark. The engine was, of course, the 
longitudinal crank transverse V twin. The 
original design was by Giulio Carcano and 
it came about as the response to a 1960s 
Government sponsored competition for the 
design of a new police motorcycle. Moto 
Guzzi won the competition with the V twin 
of 700cc and the new era began.

There followed the V7, 750cc, range; the 
V7 Special, the Ambassador and the V7 
Sport; then from about 1974 the El Dorado 
850 and California along with the V1000 
Convert, an unusual 2 speed automatic but 
by all accounts a pretty good machine with 
plenty of power. There is actually one here 
in Blenheim and it certainly sounds good 
and goes well. Also joining the range in 
1974 was the 850T, a good looking, well 
constructed machine with single disc front 
brake, electric start and 5 speed box and 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels  
and other things
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almost exactly the same and with a wee bit 
of modification they fitted beautifully. The 
fuel system was in reasonably good shape 
but I took the carburettors apart and put 
in new gaskets and seals as required and 
cleaned up the rather elegant original fuel 
taps. Unfortunately it turned out one of 
the pair had stripped threads and being 
very light weight alloy it wasn’t going to 
be repairable so I have had to switch to a 
new and substitute pair of taps. I made up 
new fuel lines with a nice stainless braided 
hose and because I really don’t like the 
look of fuel and oil lines bedecked with a 
selection of non-matching and ugly hose 
clips I used clips with a plastic cover; much 
more appealing. All of these little fix-up 
tasks were satisfying and productive but the 
big job was unpleasant and time consuming; 
cleaning frame and wheels and the huge 
chunk of motor and gearbox. While all 
the indications were that this machine had 
been mechanically looked after the external 
bits certainly had not and I spent many 
hours with a range of cleaning agents and 
lots of elbow grease 
to rid the poor 
thing of years of 
accumulated grime, 
to bring some lustre 
back to the lovely 
polished alloy bits. 
Those big ‘in your 
face’ rocker covers, 
the stylish Borrani 
wheels and the 
elegant Tommaselli 
levers and to make the whole machine look 
like someone loves it again.

Finally as July came to an end the bits 
I wanted came back to me. A magnificent 
bundle of shiny bits from Shiny Bits. No 
complaints about the quality of their work 
but I did start to get a little grumpy about 
the time taken, just shy of two months. 
The painted stuff was ready too and looks 
fabulous. I actually sat in with Malcolm and 
his paint expert while we played with colour 
mixes to get what I had in mind. The end 
result is a unique mix, ‘Frank’s Green.’ Now 
the fun part of reassembly got under way 
and happily everything fell back in to place 
without major difficulty. 

Two frustrating problems: Firstly the 
serviced starter motor declined to activate 
and it took two further trips to the servicing 
company to isolate separate but related 
problems that arose from having had the 
unit apart and then reassembled. They were 
not assembly mistakes but short circuits 
arising from old parts getting a wee bit 
out of shape; a little more thorough care 
during inspection would have identified 
the potential problem. The second was 

the stripped petrol tap thread; the need 
to replace the tap didn’t really become 
apparent until attempts to refit it without 
fuel leakage were unsuccessful. I had wanted 
to keep the original stylish taps so had 
attempted a refit, with fingers crossed, but 
no luck with that. MotoKiwi came to the 
rescue with the new pair.

At last on 2 August, with fresh oil in 
the sump and a starter motor I was assured 
would now do its job I turned the key in the 
ignition. The Italian was revived, she burst 
into raucous life; deep bass delight, the sort 
of exhaust music that only the Italians can 
manufacture. Marvellous.

Through this revival process I have been 
very fortunate to have had much assistance 
and advice from a local Guzzi guru, Roy 
Gardner. I met Roy some years ago when 
he helped me with bits and pieces for my 
Norton N15 restoration but I knew he was 
a Moto Guzzi man. He disappeared overseas 
for a few years but cleverly returned at just 
the right time. Roy is an engineer and 
knows his Guzzis inside and out, with more 

than one in his 
super, engineer 
type shed, and 
can, of course, 
make necessary 
bits and fix 
anything that 
goes wrong. 
He was able 
to go over my 
machine, point 
me in the right 

direction with various fixes and identify the 
odd little changes that had been made over 
the years. For example, when manufactured 
there would have been a right hand side 
handlebar switchblock with start and stop 
buttons. The switch had presumably expired 
so mine had been rewired to operate with 
key start. No need to rewire again, the key 
start remains. Best of all though once the 
bike was running again he spent a whole 
morning with me going through its tuning 
and general set up. That was brilliant, we 
discovered that the motor really is in fine 
shape, set the tappets perfectly and got the 
timing and carbs just right. 

I am absolutely delighted with the 850 T. 
It looks great, is a stirring ride and sounds 
like a Moto Guzzi should; and it 
complements my other shed inhabitants, 
the AJS and the 650 Featherbed Norton 
very well indeed. I have, more or less, got 
used to the left foot gear change but as it is 
possible to swap gear and brake operation 
over that option remains under 
consideration. BW

LUCAS CLASSIC 
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20 MINUTES FROM
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The Italian was revived,  

she burst into raucous life; deep bass 

delight, the sort of exhaust music that only 

the Italians can manufacture. Marvellous.
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Car owned by father of Rolls-Royce founder, CS Rolls, heads Bonhams line-up for 

London to Brighton run sale on 1 November 2013. 

An historic 1902 Panhard Levassor 
16hp four cylinder rear-entrance 
Tonneau with coach work by 

Labourdette of Paris is up for sale, at 
Bonhams annual London to Brighton Run 
Veteran motorcar sale on 1 November 
2013. The car comes with a gilt edged 
motoring provenance. Motoring experts 
believe that it may be the vehicle that the 
founder of the Rolls-Royce marque based 
his own earliest cars on.

The car was owned by Lord Llangattock 
of Hendre in Monmouthshire, the father 
of CS Rolls, who founded – Rolls-Royce. 
Chances are that CS Rolls would have 
learned some of his love of motor cars as 
a passenger in this Panhard owned by his 
father.

The car has been in the same family 
since 1935 and comes fresh to the market 
after almost 80 years.

Malcolm Barber, Bonhams Group 
CEO, who sourced this car, says: “Once 
in a while you find a car that really excites 
you, even after a lifetime of finding and 
selling automotive gems. This car has 
it all, history, looks, provenance. I have 
driven alongside it many times while on 
the London to Brighton Run. It still wears 

its CS Rolls brass supplier plates and has 
an entry for this years Run which takes 
place two days after the sale.

This sturdy four cylinder Brighton car 
with a body by the eminent French coach-
builder was an expensive motorcar in its 
day. There is a belief by many motoring 
pundits that C. S. Rolls based his early 
thoughts for his own marque on this 
machine.

As the car dates back to 1902 it means 
that it merits a relatively early start on the 
London to Brighton Run. It has taken part 
in every Run since 1958 according to the 
family and acquired by their grandfather 
in 1935. Other cars in the sale include:
•	 1903 Clement-Talbot, 18hp, 

Rear-Entrance Tonneau, Coachwork 
by Rothschild, estimated at £350,000-
400,000

•	 Believed 1903 Lacoste et Battmann 
12hp Twin-Cylinder Four-Seat 
Rear-Entrance Tonneau (In family 
ownership since 1908, estimate, 
£150,000-200,000.

•	 1901 Ariel 345cc Quadricycle, Frame 
no. 85, Engine no. 607, estimate 
£25,000-35,000. 

Overseas News

1901 Ariel 345cc Quadricycle. Ariel tricycle.

Panhard - London to Brighton.jpg

Why buy

Beaded Wheels  

– when you can 
get it free*

Membership fees vary from branch to branch
www.vcc.org.nz | phone 03 366 4461 | admin@

vcc.org.nz

Join us today - we have over 35 
branches and over 8,000 members 

throughout New Zealand

*When you join the 
Vintage Car Club you 

will receive each issue of 
Beaded Wheels delivered 
to your letterbox as part 

of your membership

Joining the Vintage Car Club costs 
little more than you have been 

paying for this magazine and yet 
you receive all the other benefits 
of belonging to our great club 

including free advertising in this 
magazine. 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) 
caters for all motor vehicles that 
are over 30 years old but it is not 
a requirement to own an eligible 
vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 
membership application forms 

and branch details. Contact your 
local branch for more information, 

addresses are listed inside the 
front cover of this issue.
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Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

gOt viBRatiOn pROBlems?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

HUBcaps – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

DRivesHafts DRivesHafts DRivesHafts 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

MAGNETO BUSINESS  (previously Coil Winding 
Services Greytown, Wairarapa ) wish to thank all 
their clients for their patronage, and to advise new 
ownership as, “Magneto Coil Winding Services” 
Warwick Buchanan 728 Waimutu Road, RD2 
Marton Phone 06 327 3849, 027 281 8066 Email 
walandlynn@farmside.co.nz

1909 WOLSELEY – SIDDELEY  2 cylinder roadster. 
10hp interested parties. Phone 03 435 0009, Ron 
Duckworth.  mem

1929 HUPMOBILE CENTURY SIx PROJECT  
Reconditioned motor. Needs running in. New 
vintage radiator, many other spare parts, woodwork 
done. Needs bonnet sides and top. $4,350. Phone 
Mike 06 868 4977 or email mikeandkay@xtra.co.nz

1930 MODEL A SPORT COUPE  Circumstances make 
this opportunity available. Restoration well on 
the way. To complete requires some door panel 
work, running boards, hood and woodwork, paint, 
glass, upholstery, brightwork and VIN. Some new 
finishing parts supplied. Runs and drives well 
$14,000 for more info phone 07 884 8285.

1937 NASH FRONT AND REAR FENDERS,  rear 
doors, 1935 Nash gearbox. Sensible offers. Phone 
07 362 8075 mem

1938 BUICk 8 FRONT AND REAR FENDERS,  doors 
and other parts. Suitable for restoration. Phone 07 
362 8075   mem

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST. The 65 word limit includes 
contact details. Advertisers requiring ads longer 
than the standard 65 words, or who require 
typography or space, must apply display rates. The 
advertising department reserves the right to edit or 
return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo classified advertising. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

EMAIL ADDRESS FoR ADVERTISINg  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

ENCLoSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues 
 (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 3%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission Act 1977 
Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which indicates or could 
reasonably be understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all 
care in drafting advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as Beaded 
Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

marketplace
BEDFORD J4 300P F.O.B HOIST  near new J6 motor 
with compressor, reconditioned gearbox, 2 speed 
axle, good tyres. Reg on hold. Phone 03 612 6644.  
  mem

BUICk 1924-25 SPORT TOURER BODY  all new wood 
with a very good chassis goes with it, $3,000. 
1924 Sport tourer needs paint and hood covering 
to finish. On wire wheels $25,000 firm. Phone 
Tauranga 021 024 57984.  mem

caRBURettOR Re-cOnDitiOning — including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or (Levin) 06 368 2202

DistRiBUtOR & fUel pUmp 
paRts anD seRvice

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new, 

NOS, remanufactured and used. 
vacuum advancers restored. 

electronic ignition kits to eliminate points.  
Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, Auckland, 2576. 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com

pHOne peteR 09 267 4700 

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE RoD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

1956 FE HOLDEN SPECIAL  A well presented car 
in very good all round condition. Motor fully 
overhauled 10 years ago. Fitted with 3.36:1 
differential. Upholstery and interior excellent. 
Current WOF and registration. Spare renovated 
short block, workshop manual and other items. 
$12,000. Phone 06 278 4345   mem

MERCEDES 200S,  200A, 219 Parts in good order: 
cylinder head, factory twin carbs on manifold, plus 
camshaft. Phone 03 216 6056   mem

MORRIS MINOR UTE,  reg on hold. No tray, cab 
rusty, exc 1098 motor (running) wider wheels, 
exc seats, suspension and shocks, noisy gearbox. 
Usable panels, several boxes of parts. $950 1 lot, 
may split. Also 3 9/41 diffs, 1 early diff, 2 ute 
doors, pair van rear doors, exc lowlite front panel. 
Offers. Phone 09 409 3838, leave contact number 
please. 

ONE PAIR OF BUICk 1930 HEADLIGHTS  with glass. 
Tiltray headlamps stamped into top of body, pair 
$250 (?). Phone Grahame 03 542 3847.  mem
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WIRE WHEELS AUSTIN SEVEN 1937  16 inch, Austin 
Ten 16 inch (4), 19 inch (2), Chev 16 inch (2), Ford 
A 19 inch, ford C 17 inch 1935-37, ford V8-16 inch, 
18 inch, Morris 8hp 17 inch, Morris 19 inch (2). 
$200 pair plus freight. Phone Ronald 09 278 3888 
evenings.  mem

TWO 525/550x19 BANDAG RETREADS  $130 each 
Three 500/600 x19 Michelin retreads $130 ea. 
Phone 03 577 7538, Cherrywood Park  Springlands  
Blenheim.

Please advise National Office of any 
changes of address or sales/purchases 
of vehicles. Email admin@vcc.org.nz 

or post details to VCCNZ,  
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140

Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

valves exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

penRite Oils  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff,  
S.U dashpot and water pump grease.  
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISToNS PISToNS PISToNS  PISToNS 
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

Ph 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

penRite engine cOOl ant   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

vintage engine sHORtBlOcKs   
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

UPhoLSTERY 
Veteran – Vintage – Classic 

 Hoods, side curtains, complete re-trims etc. 
Spring and foam units repaired or rebuilt. 40 
years experience, reasonable rates. VCCNZ 
Member. Bryan O’Brien Auto Trim. Unit 3. 8 
Cadbury Road, Napier.   

 pHOne 06 842 2252  
 Fax 06 842 2254 • Mobile 027 495 7676 

RILEY 2½ LITRE SET  of JP high compression pistons. 
Cheap for quick sale. Phone James 09 428 1075. 
  mem

STARTER/GENERATOR NORTH EAST  Electrical 
Model TA: Type 3804A:12v $100 fixed price. Phone 
Peter 021 059 0800  mem

The Golden AGe of The fours  book by TA 
Hodgdon. Out of print, in mint condition. $150 plus 
p&p. Phone 021 146 0578.  mem

VETERAN FRANkONIA CAR GAS GENERATOR  Brass 
square base dome top, $700. Veteran Lucas car horn 
brass with flexible tube and bulb, $450. Frankonia 
headlamp self generator european make brass suit 
small Veteran circa 1903, $450. Veteran motor cycle 
lighting set. P&H headlight, gas generator and tailight, 
$400. Assortment of headlamp concave mirror back 
reflectors 15mm thick ruby tailight glasses. Bring your 
measurements. Plus other glasses for sidelamp eg. 
Bulls eye etc. View on site 180, Canty Swap Meet. Ron 
Duckworth phone 03 435 0009  mem

1957-58 DODge v8  If there is anyone who 
knows whereabouts of this car we once owned, or 
if they know what happened to it. (It might now 
look different) I would very much appreciat a call. 
Phone 03 302 8662 or 0274 603 939   mem

cHevROlet 1937 ga seDan.  Vinned and total 
body restoration 2008, dry stored since. Orig 
interior useable but needs retrimming and running 
board rubbers. New battery WOF, reg. A frame 
included. Assembly completed since this photo. 
Paintwork better than photo. $11,000ono. Phone 
09 490 3838

1994 Bentley BROOKlanDs,  floor shift model 
R-R 6.7 litre inject V8, 96,000kms, current WOF & 
reg. Sherwood green, upholstered in cream hide, 
exceptional example of a gentleman’s conveyance. 
$35,000. Phone 07 863 4388

tHis faBUlOUs accOUnt  of the historic NZ 
first motor journey from Wellington to Auckland 
in 1912 is for sale in the original sized format; 
80 pages 320x230mm with 120 photographs. See 
more details at www.modelt.co.nz or, email roger.
gardner@xtra.co.nz   mem

vcc memBeRs 
special pRice  

$24.95 
 inc p&p within NZ
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1927 HUmBeR 14/40  In need of total restoration. 
Possibly only one in New Zealand. Ownership history 
available. Offers. Phone Geoff 06 879 9700 or email 
geoff.johnston@xnet.co.nz  mem

1936 plymOUtH  p1 BUsiness seDan  Reliable 
and comfortable car. Two family ownerships from new. 
Approx 15,000 miles since full professional engine 
recondition. Total mileage about 160,000 miles. 4 near 
new tyres. Some spares. Registered and WOF. Best 
offer over $15,500 Email rodmargbegbie@xtra.co.nz  
txt 0210 237 4222 or Phone 03 308 4402.  mem

1963 12ft RetRO caRavan 3 BeRtH  Has steel 
chassis and frame clad with sheet aluminium and is 
insulated. Good upholstery. Gas 2 burner stove and 
gas light. Electric lights and PP. Has a full awning with 
a newer roof, fair condition. New tyres. Paint fair. 
Good sound condition, ready to use. $4000. Phone 
John 07 307 0846 or 027 216 4650 Whakatane.  mem

1969 ROlls-ROyce silveR sHaDOW  87,000 
miles, NZ new. Very good original order. Stripped 
and repainted about 20 years ago. Various parts and 
accessories (manuals, lamps, towbar). Current WOF/
Reg. $30k firm. Phone Martin 04 528 3281 or email 
martin_purdy@ihug.co.nz  mem

1937 fORD DelUXe fORDOR  Ground up 
restoration early ‘90s by Barry Rippon. Garaged, 
maintained and enjoyed regularly by us from then. 
VCC recorded. Lovely Art Deco classic. A pleasure to 
drive. Current WOF and reg. See Trademe for further 
pics. $20,000. Phone Graham 06 858 7843  mem

elva fORmUla JUniOR 1959 , front engine 
BMC A series engine and gear box, parts and spare 
ready-to-race engine, fitted waterproof cover, trailer, 
competitive car, competition no 21. Has raced all over 
New Zealand, genuine enquiries to Rob Williams, 
phone 09 427 8120, email roshwill@orcon.net.nz  mem  

JagUaR mKv DHc.  3 position hood. 1951. 3½ 
litre. Restored and fully sorted. Drives well.  
A genuine New Zealand new. Rare vehicle. Reg 
and WOF. $130,000. Phone David on 07-863.9497.  
Email: h.hayward@xtra.co.nz. Waihi area.  mem

WooDEN WhEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   mem.

vintage & classic QUaRtZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

1930 cHevROlet UniveRsal aD seRies 
 (Wentworth model in New Zealand) Chromed motor, 
wire wheeled, side mounted spare. Mileage showing 
112,000. Refurbished around 1965. Tidy condition.
Very sound, seldom used in the last 30 years. No reg 
or WOF. Enquiries to John Miller phone 03 434 8844
  mem

2 a40 faRinas  1 new R/H body panel, new 
kingpin and a large trailer load of spares. Body 
and mechanical parts. $1,500 ono. Phone Stephen 
06 344 3442 or 027 241 4994  mem

1937 aUstin RUBy spORts.  Built up from 
photos and plans from England. Eng is bored, 
balanced and runs twin carbs. Engine to be run in. 
Sports gear change and sports steering wheel go 
with it. Reg on hold. Phone keith for enquiries on 
03 366 4086 or 027 346 1310.  mem
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1948 350cc Bsa mOtORcycle  In great condition.
Interest over $6,000 welcomed. Please send your 
initial enquiries to stephen.jeffery@laneneave.co.nz

1926 HUpmOBile seRies a  rare opportunity to 
purchase this magnificent original bodied 6 cylinder 
Art Deco Vintage. Great ownership history, honest 
and ultra-reliable car. Travelled 64,000 miles. Many 
period extras, tyres excellent. Hood, side curtains, 
tonneau cover of highest quality. Present owners 
motored extensively with no problems. $42,500 ono 
Phone 03 544 9998 email: jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz   mem

1927 fineR mODel 70 cHRysleR ROaDsteR  
This lovely 112 inch wheel base roadster is perhaps 
one of most desirable body styles. For full details 
phone Robert Benge 021 715 215  mem

sanKey WHeels –  full set of 5 as fitted to many 
period cars including Fiat 501 and the like. These 
are all in solid good condition, just need a beadblast 
and paint. $500. Mike Lowe Rotorua. mike.lowe@
stratcowa.com.au    mem

mODel a fORD  Recond Short block. Rebored with 
new pistons & rings, adjustable tappets, hardened 
exhaust valves & seats, excellent white metal in 
mains and rods, to correct tolerance. Block has 
been surfaced. Phone Jack 03 352 6672 or 0274 
322 041 Chch. $3850, can be seen on Site no 153, 
Canterbury VCC Swap Meet, October.  mem

1951 JagUaR XK120 ROaDsteR  Fully restored 
sold New Zealand new for full details phone Robert 
Benge 021 757 215  mem

1954 500cc velOcette mOtORcycle  In great 
condition. Interest over $12,000 welcomed. Please 
send your initial enquiries to stephen.jeffery@
laneneave.co.nz

1954 cHRysleR neW yORKeR DelUXe  This 
is a right hand drive New Zealand new vehicle 
One family ownership since 1960 with one original 
owner. 119,000 miles. Reluctant sale due to the 
age of the owner. Located in Christchurch. If you 
are interested please phone Russell at 03 354 6050, 
email reastwood@internet.co.nz  mem

1928 cHevROlet natiOnal  Assembled in 
Christchurch. R/H drive. Orginal condition. Road ready 
no dents. Good interior starts/runs well. WOF/Rego. 
Spare parts – engine block/transmission. Moving to a 
smaller location. $15,000. Phone 03 325 4220 or cell 
0272 081 783 email: howarddxx@netscape.net   mem 

1927 DODge BROtHeRs “fast fOUR”  Fine 
example of this rare model. Fully restored in good 
running order and condition. Current Rego and WOF. 
$16,750 ono. Shed space required for next project.
Further details contact Dick Clark (Napier) phone 06 
843 4528 or email: lesleighs@xtra.co.nz  mem

1930 250cc velOcette mOtORcycle  In great 
condition. Interest over $7,000 welcomed. Please 
send your initial enquiries to stephen.jeffery@
laneneave.co.nz

1929 aUstin 7 ‘cHUmmy’ fOR sale  In great 
condition. Interest over $10,000 welcomed. Please 
send your initial enquiries to stephen.jeffery@
laneneave.co.nz
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1937 aUstin seven RUBy.  Tidy condition. 
Have owned for over 9 years. Used weekly, very 
reliable. Chassis and engine numbers as when 
first registered. Paint is good, minor scratches 
and chips. Seats are original Ruby. WOF and reg. 
$6,000. Phone 03 981 2895 or 021 321 8669

WOlseley 1936 seRies 2 25Hp.  Original 
unrestored car in very good order. Present 
owner has had the car for 43 years, motor was 
o/h five years ago. New reg and WOF. Spares 
include complete mobile body with trailer load of 
mechanical parts. $17,500. Phone 03 342 9974 
 mem

fORD t 1910  Fully restored. Shed stored. 2 speed 
axles. Not reg or WOF. Located in Oamaru. Phone 
03 431 3827 evenings.  Mem

HUDsOn stRaigHt 8  Reg IZ1937 held. 
Resembles above, for resto. Rebuilt carb. Dupont 
paint sheets. The most coveted 30s Hudsons are 
the 8s. Rear rebuilt in steel/lead. Redone interior. 
Four new WWW ($1,200). 245cu in. 122 bhp. 
Invest well $3,000. Phone 03 354 9264   mem

1913 sWift BRass eRa veteRan cyclecaR  
goes well. Completed two national veteteran 
rallies plus club runs since restoration. Two cyl 3 
speed. $25,000. Phone Bob 07 552 6592

1937 mORRis 8  2 door Complete restoration with 
many new parts fitted. New paint and upholstery. 
VCC authenticated and ready for VIN and rego. 
$8,500 ono. Phone 03 366 4086  mem

1938 OlDsmOBile 6  for restoration. Reg on 
held. Amost rustless. New USA repro R bd rubbers, 
correct ‘38 Olds. W/shop manual.  Dupont colour 
paint chips (8). Rebuilt carb. All leather interior. 
Showroom comparograph. Fisher body plaques. 
Authentic details. No dents, orig paint worn. 
$1,950 up. Phone 03 354 9264  mem

tOyOta 2000cc 1981  Dyna Cresta Craft. 
Factory built, totally original. 100,140kms. Size 17‘ 
long, 7’ wide 8' over mirrors. 8’ 4" high. Dual rear 
wheels. $16,500. Phone 03 388 5938  
 mem

1927 OveRlanD WHippet tOUReR.  Sold new 
in Gore. New tyres, tonneau cover, hood and 
cover, mag rewired and new battery, plus a trailer 
load of spares. No registration $18,000 ono. 
Phone keith 03 453 0592 

1933 stanDaRD little 9,  MkII deluxe, 4 door 
steel body saloon. Four speed, 4 wheel brakes, 
sun roof and carrier. PVV1750, WOF and licenced, 
fully reconditioned over 25 years of ownership. 
Excellent example of this model. Rust free and 
reliable. $12,000 ono. Phone Malcolm 03 313 
8900 Rangiora  mem

1931 aUstin 7 Utility.  Complete rebuild fitting 
many new parts. Engine gearbox and diff checked 
with new longs fitted VCC registered and low 
volume cert. No room for new project, sad sale. 
$14,500 ono. Phone 03 366 4086  mem

Bignan spORt type 132c 1919  An extremely 
rare and unique French motor vehicle. Three litres, 
4cyl, three speed. A NZ car since the twenties. 
Danny Ryan 021 476 553. vr001@wave.co.nz  mem
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i wish to advertise in Beaded wheels. Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

name (block letters)  _____________________________ phone  ________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to advertise for FREE.   VccnZ membership number is ______ ⁄___________________

Advertisement text (45 words) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 3%

free advertising*

conditions of free adVertising
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial 

member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. members 
must state their membership number when submitting the 
advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email 

(preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be returned if a 

stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg format, send a high 
resolution file to achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are 
required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the 
maximum space available is 65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves 
the right to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served 
basis. While every attempt will be made to include your 
advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited 
space may mean some advertisements will be held over until the 
following magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ 
website.

$56* Up to 45 words including phone 
number. Supply a colour photo of 

your vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo, 
digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Text & colour photo
Up to 45 words 
including phone 
number, no photo. 

$21*
Text only advertisement

1979 fORD capRi  A new battery will have this 
vehicle in working order. Interest over $6,000 
welcomed. Please send your initial enquiries to 
stephen.jeffery@laneneave.co.nz

1959 galaXy  First model Top prize 1959 Paris 
show, trophy winner in New Zealand. T/bird top 
plus insignia, auto, P/S, big block V8. 81,572 
genuine miles. Two owners. C/W (FINE-59) plates. 
Maintenance history, complete set of manuals. 
Great original cruiser and rally car. $55,000. Phone 
09 817 8611, email paulidon@slingshot.co.nz  mem

1936 mORRis 25 6 cyl  side valve 3.5L original 
condition, appears 100% complete, surface rust only, 
shed stored 40yrs. Motor turns but doesn’t start. 
$5,000. Phone 03 614 8887 

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

 WANTED  FOR SALE

non-VccnZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted) 

Card Expiry Date: ____/____/ ____ Card Number    
Name on Card:    _______________________________________________  Cardholder Signature:    __________________________________________________________

Tick which column you require

vintage tRUnKs  made to order or stock sizes. 
Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   mem.

 
 Text only advertisement. Up to 45 words including 
phone number, no photo. Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word. 

Text and colour photo advertisement. Up to 
45 words including phone number. Supply a colour photo of your vehicle. 
Include SAE for return of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels magazine is free *for all current financial members of the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand Inc buying or selling club eligible vehicles or parts. Our standard advertising charges apply for all non-members or 
members wishing to advertise commercial services. 
Email your advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz or complete the form below and post to Marketplace, Beaded Wheels, PO 
Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for our October Issue 10 Sept 2013.

1937 mORRis 8 spORts,  excellent condition. 
WOF and reg, reluctant sale, located in 
Canterbury. $15,000. Phone 03 312 5489 or email 
westgate1490@gmail.com 

1925 talBOt-DaRRacQ 1600 cc Partly restored 
and in good order except no body located in 
Christchurch. Further details contact Gary  
027 213 9530 email gary.rountree@gmail.com 
  mem
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vW KOmBi campeR WanteD.  Preferably in 
good useable condition. Phone 021 115 1905. 
 mem

1 PAIR OF kEROSENE SIDELIGHTS  (or even one 
would be good) for a half sized 1906 REO. Need 
to be brass, (damaged doesn’t matter)... “Cycle” 
ones could work. Any ideas and suggestions, very 
welcome. Ian Chamberlain, Phone 06 345 4423. 
Wanganui Branch. Email, reo2@xtra.co.nz   mem

1925 CHRYSLER B70 SIx WANTED  engine and 
gearbox parts, information, contact with owners 
of this model Chrysler. Mark Dawber, Christchurch. 
Email markdawber@clear.net.nz  mem

1937 & ’39 OLDSMOBILE  in good condition sedan 
or coupe. Phone Bob Scott 03 325 7313 Lincoln. mem

1959 MITSUBISHI SILVER PIGEON MODEL C-76  
parts or whole scooter. Phone Trevor Ward 06 354 
7279, Palmerston North.  mem

1970 s EARLY 80s VAN Will consider Japanese must 
be restored or very good order. Don’t want to work 
on it. Phone Olly 03 236 1408 evenings.  mem

A40 FARINA MkII.  Top dash pad and sway 
bar mounts wanted. Phone ken 03 323 7744, 
Christchurch.  mem

AUSTRALIAN GT MINI PARTS.  Basket weave 
upholstery/trim and GT gear knob. Any other Oz GT 
parts considered. Text/ring 021 0255 2899 or email 
graemelinda@xnet.co.nz  

DELAGE R3 GEAR CHANGE QUADRANT,  3 speed 
and any parts of shafts for handbrake and gear 
change, also fan blade assembly. Phone David Hall 
07 827 9040.  mem

DRUM HEADLIGHT OR GLASS WANTED  with the 
words “Spreadlight” across bottom. Three sets of 
2 lugs around edge Pat Pend 6½ inch x 7 7⁄16 inch. 
Phone Grahame 03 543 3847.   mem

ExTERNAL SUN VISOR  as fitted to 1950s cars. 
Phone Terry 09 445 4403 or terrybracey@xtra.
co.nz   mem

GEARBOx WANTED FOR NISSAN C22 VANETTE  
1989 with 1500cc. A series motor, reasonably 
priced or will sell vehicle as is. Motor runs well. 
New rear brake shoes and cylinders or may swap 
for a small car in running order. Registered until 
September, WOF until December 26/13. Phone 027 
226 0519 or email dereckanson@gmail.co.nz.  mem

HILLMAN MINx SERIES 5 ‘63’-’65 WANTED   
All offers considered. Phone Sam 03 317 8025.  mem

MAGNETO,  Dixie or Aero or distributor and shaft 
to fit 4 cylinder (Model R) Hupmobile 1923 Tourer. 
Phone 03 542 3847.   mem

MERCEDES 350SL OR 280SL WANTED.  Must be in 
excellent all round condition. Phone Jack on 03 544 
4984 or 027 286 0897.  mem

MORRIS MINOR FOUR DOOR.  Must be totally 
rebuilt and concours. Prefer later model ‘62 
onwards. Fair price paid. Or last of the VW Beetles, 
same description, probably just rebuilt or similar. 
The last Minor in this condition was on display at 
Ellerslie about four years ago. Phone 09 407 9775 
or info@familysearch.co.nz  mem

NEW STEERING, SUSPENSION  and other parts 
wanted for Vintage and Post Vintage cars. Ronald 
Lever, 87 Tui Road, Papatoetoe, Auckland 2025. 
Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.  mem

PANHARD DYNA x,  Dyna Z, PL17, 24B, 24C and 
24CT. Also Panhard Dyna GM 850 SRJH engine. 
Contact Paul at pelwellsutton@fastmail.fm. Email 
enquiries only please.

PLAQUE WANTED  from the 1960 Morrinsville Easter 
Rally as provided to 116 entrants. Small toolbox 
as fitted on Veteran running board. Items from 
Vlcheck car tool sets as supplied to Buick models 
and have an embossed shield emblem enclosing a 
small v and a smaller t. Sparton horns and/or parts. 
Phone Neil 03 434 9470, neil.nonie@xtra.co.nz  mem

neW ZealanD nUmBeR plates all yeaRs 
 from County plates thru to 1966. In particular with 
prefixes A, B, C, D, E, H, L, P, R, S, T, V, x, DPL, GOVT, 
GVT & motorcycle plates similar to samples above. 
Will purchase singles thru to entire collections. Good 
prices paid. Phone Graham 03 349 4779 or 021 365 
449 email graham.freeman@xtra.co.nz.  mem

mUDgUaRD  (passenger-side, rear) off 1936 
Oldsmobile. Phone Monty 03 344 3080 or email 
claxtons@ihug.co.nz  mem

WanteD tRiUmpH RicaRDO cOmplete  or any 
parts Triumph chain case as pictured or someone  
to cast one up and engine drive pulley. Alldays 
motorcycle anything especially a gearbox, DA1 
magneto, Triumph 1907 fork parts. Contact taylor 
hq@xtra.co.nz 09 533 8050  mem 

WANTED to buy

p100 HeaDlamp  items for pre-war lamps (very 
different to post-war, the front rims being “top” 
hinged). Tri-bars and 9 1/2” silvered reflectors plus 
any other fittings wanted. Phone Monty 03 344 
3080 or email claxtons@ihug.co.nz  mem

PUCH 1958 150CC MOTOR  or motor parts required 
kickstart or electric start. Especially electric start 
fly wheel. Vehicle in New Plymouth. Phone 06 758 
4244.  mem

RAYDOT DRIVING LIGHTS,  Mk I Zodiac driving 
lights and Mk I Ford Cortina door. Check straps, 
also starfire hubcaps. Phone 03 693 9016.  mem

STARTER FOR 1927 4 CYLINDER DODGE,  Northeast 
6-volt model SBH type 6404. Phone/text Peter 021 
590 800.  mem

STEEL ENGINE COVERS  for 1970s Masport mowers 
fitted with Briggs & Stratton engines. Cover attaché 
to the standard blower cover, streamlines  the 
appearance of the engine. Contact N Coghlan 021 
061 7874 or email kayash@kol.co.nzss 

TYRE LUCAS NEW IF POSSIBLE   33 x 4½ or  
500 x24 inch. Phone 03 542 3847.

TYRES 650x20 6 PLY NOT PERISHED.  Road pattern. 
Phone 09 425 7627 or email Barbara.sam@xtra.
co.nz

WORkSHOP MANUAL FOR 1935 ROVER TEN,  I 
understand that Rovers in the 30s are all very 
similar apart from engines so around that time 
would do. Phone Barrie Morgan 07 853 3906, 
Hamilton, plan@xtra.co.nz  mem

VINTAGE AMERICAN UPDRAUGHT CARB 
WANTED  Ball and Ball or Tillotson or similar to 
suit six cylinder car.  Mark Dawber, Christchurch.  
Email markdawber@clear.net.nz  mem
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PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

trade dIreCtory

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, reV CoUnters, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit AnY instrUMent to AnY  

trAnsMission etC. fULL serViCinG & repAirs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 barbadoes St, christchurch, NZ. phone / Fax 03 366 9554

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

I’m looking for cars with overheating problems

Please call me anytime for a chat

Roy King 0800 46 33 46
liquidintelligence115.com.au roylking@xtra.co.nz

1ST STEP – A Clean System
Liquidintelligence 239 – Cooling system cleaner. 70 times 
the cleaning power of other flushes. 
Comes as a kit – enough for 30 Litres

$123.50 
incl GST 

incl Freight

2ND STEP – Any car that struggles to keep cool or 
blows coolant out needs this synthetic coolant.
Liquidintelligence 115 – Fully synthetic coolant, doubles the 
boiling temp, never stops transferring heat from the engine 
to the radiator, lasts forever – totally harmless to all 
metals, plastics etc.

$31.50 
per litre

incl GST 
+ Freight

Ideal for 
• Classic race teams, 
• Spectators  

& Officials

ClassiC look 
overalls

ClassiC look 
overalls

Roycroft Trophy 
Leadfoot Festival

Classic or Vintage events

Proudly made in New Zealand
Tel: 09 401 7205

E: grant@northernsouth.com

Subscribe today to 
send six issues a 
year full of motoring 
features, historical 
articles and our popular 
marketplace to your family and 
friends.
A Beaded Wheels subscription makes 
an ideal gift to send anywhere in 
New Zealand or overseas. 
Phone 03 366 4461 or email us at  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 

give the gift 
that lasts a 
whole year

new ZeaLand’s foremost historicaL motoring magaZine
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Beaded Wheels

Principal Sponsor  
of the  
2014 National South 
Island Easter Rally

Entries Arriving by the Bus 
Load. Be in Quick to Secure 
Your Place on the Rally!
Register now
Contact: ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz

2014 National North Island 

18—21 April 2014 

A relaxed back-to-basics rally—just like the “old days” 
No open day or gymkhana 

Two days of pleasant motoring on scenic roads 

Based in Waipukurau, and hosted by the Central Hawke’s Bay 
Branch, the venue is the scenic Pukeora Estate—a stunning 

hilltop function centre with on-site accommodation 

Rally entry numbers will be limited by accommodation      
so don’t delay in making a booking 

For entry forms and accommodation details, contact the Rally 
Secretary, Suzanne McCool (06) 856 8087 or 

cools29@hotmail.com 

Paihia is the perfect base for exploring the far north
Marlin Court offers high-quality accommodation just 100m from Paihia’s 
main beach. FREE Wi-Fi, pool, BBQ area and plenty of off-street parking.

VCC members and owner/operators John and Maureen davison

Seaview Rd, Paihia, Bay of Islands, New Zealand  Ph +64 9 402 7693 
marlincourtmotel@xtra.co.nz  Reservation Free Phone 0800 800 959

www.bayofislandsmotel.com

Marlin Court Motel
Paihia – Bay of islands 10%  discount for  VCC Members until 20 December 

 2013.

Hamco 
IndustrIes

We Specialise In
• Custom Made Spokes •  

Speedway Wheels Rim and Frame Lining •  
Wheel Building & Truing •  

Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345
Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston 
North Day or Night

Motorcycle & Car  
Wire Wheel  
Repairs &  

Restorations 
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SWAP MEET
VCC NZ North otago BraNCh

SWAP MEET 
Saturday 16 November 2013

a&P ShoWgroUNDS, EttrICK St, oaMarU 
Seller’s Entry: 7.30am; Buyer’s Entry: 8am

hot Food and Coffee available
Enter your Vintage, Classic Car or hot rod 

in the Show & Shine
Site holders: $15 including one entry free 

Public Entry: $5 Adults, accompanied children under age 15 free.
Enquiries to: Keith Perry 03 434 7226 or  

Stephen hinds 03 439 5733 
Email: northotago@vcc.org.nz

2014 NATIONAL VETERAN RALLy
Hosted by the Waikato Branch VCCNZ

19-23 March 2014 Te Awamutu
followed by the

FOUNdERS PRINCE HENRy TOUR
24-26 March 2014

The Waikato branch invites all Veteran Owners to participate in 
the 2014 National Veteran Rally to be followed by a three day 

optional Founders Prince Henry Tour.

The rally will be a hub rally and cater for the specific needs of all 
types of Veteran vehicles and the full range of their capabilities. 
All roads used for the rally are sealed secondary country roads 

with Saturday 22 March being the only competitive day. 
The Optional Founders Prince Henry Tour will be more of a 

“challenge” for Veterans, drivers and passengers.

Entries close 5 February 2014 
Entry forms will be available with Rally Newsletter No 3 or can 

be obtained from the Rally Secretary P.O. Box 5697 
Hamilton 3242 or email: reece.sue@orcon.net.nz

 

Principle sponsor of the 2014 National Veteran Rally

Come and join this iconic weekend of “not too serious” ART DECO fun & festivities.

HAWKE’S BAY
TREMAINS ART DECO WEEKEND

21ST – 23RD February 2014

• Friday evening Guest Speaker – 
Arnold Van Zon’s, 1929 Packard Restoration 
• Saturday Show & Shine, Rally, Automobilia 
Parade -  (pre 1945 vehicles only)
• Saturday Evening - Beachcomber Ukelele – 
only 100 tickets - Enjoy a beach buffet 
and sing-along.  

• Swinging Sunday - Brunch, Entertainment, 
Prize Giving and pre 1910 veteran car rides at 
our new clubrooms then picnic on the beach.

Open to all Club Eligible Vehicles
Come and join us for a great weekend.

Don’t miss out 
– BOOK EARLY

The Art Deco Trust is 
proud to present the 
annual Automobilia 
Parade in association 
with the HBVCC
For Parade ONLY Tickets 
and a programme of all 
Art Deco Activities 

Contact –  The Art Deco Trust
www.artdeconapier.com  
or Ph 06 835 0022

MORE THAN JUST A RALLY!
ORGANISED BY THE H.B.V.C.C. 

This year’s featured marque is Packard, highlights are:

Contact  HB Branch VCC (Inc), PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
 Ph: 06 843 9396 Email: hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
 www.hbvcc.org.nz

VCC BANKS PENINSULA BRANCH 

Pomeroy TroPhy
evening

30 November 2013 
To register interest and receive entry form

contact  
Ron Hasell 

Phone 03 942 1105
email bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz
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Bop Vcc clubrooms, 29 cliff road, tauranga
Car Parts and Accessories, old & new – Automobilia –Motoring Books and 

Magazines – Workshop Manuals – Vintage Car Display – Clubhouse Café selling 
tea, coffee, hot and cold food, sausage sizzle – a must for all motoring enthusiasts 

Time: Exhibitors 6.30am-3pm – Buyers & Spectators 8am-3pm 
Admission: Vendors $15 – Buyers $5 – Spectators $5 – Children Free

All catering and refreshments by BOP VCC only.

Please contact colin anderson 07 570 3590 
garry Linkhorn 07 549 5272 for further information

NZVCC INC BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH

sunday 10 november 2013
SWAP MEET & VINTAGE CAR SHOW

camBRiDge RaceWay, camBRiDge 
sunday 17 november 2013 

gates open 7am

ORganiseD By: Waikato Branch of vintage car club and 
Waikato vintage tractor and machinery club

enQUiRies 
ph Reece Burnett 07 856 5287 or george gardner 07 839 1822

WaIkato VIntage 
sWapmeet

24th NOVEMBER 2013  Gates open 8.30am (Raindate Sat. 30th November)

40 Masons Road, Albany ( off Medallion Drive)
Adults $5.00  Kids under 12 Free

Sellers $20.00

North Shore Vintage Car ClubNorth Shore Vintage Car Club

• Vintage  • Classic  • Hot Rods  • Motor Cycles
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60th Dunedin-Brighton
Veteran Vehicles run 

Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 January 2014

An interesting and varied day’s Veteran Motoring 
and field events are planned for the Saturday 

followed by a dinner in the evening. On Sunday 
morning there will be a run to Glenfalloch Gardens 

for Devonshire Tea and prizegiving.

In addition optional long routes are available on Saturday. Following 
the prizegiving on Sunday a scenic run has been organised.

For further information and entry forms contact  Tony Devereux  
Phone 03 4811 903 Email: tonydevereux44@gmail.com

or Vintage Car Club of NZ Otago Branch Inc. PO Box 5352 Dunedin. 

Otago Branch
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2014 NORTH ISLAND
CLUB CAPTAIN’S  
TOUR 6 – 16 APRIL 2014

The tour will begin with a get together morning tea, at 
the Waikato Branch Clubrooms in Cambridge on Sunday 

6 April, and finish in Waipukarau on Wednesday afternoon 
16 April, in time for the North Island Easter Rally. The tour 
will take you through the South Waikato and Bay of Plenty 

areas, then around East Cape to Gisborne, and finishing 
at Waipukarau. There will be 10 overnight stops enroute 

before the finish and covers approximately 750 miles. 
Entrants may join or leave the tour as they wish.

to register your interest, and receive an itinerary,  
please contact

Paul Collins, North Island Club Captain
376 Port Albert Road,
 R.D.2 Wellsford, 0972

Ph: 09 423 7888 • email: nicc@vcc.org.nz 



burt munro 
motorcycle show

29-30 nOvemBeR 2013
OtataRa cOmmUnity Hall, inveRcaRgill

SouthlanD branch

Chosen make ‘THE UNAPROACHABLE NORTON’ 
from flat tank to rotary with other bikes including 

Brough Superior • Henderson • Douglas  
Singer • Harley-Davidson  

Clubrooms open Saturday night after 4.30pm at 
Ariki Ave, Otatara, for some Southland hospitality.

for details contact: Russell McIvor 
phone 03 217 8481 or 0274 354 315

                       VCCNZ NELSON BRANCH

5oyr heriTAge 
rALLy & ToUr

11-17 April 2014
Sunny Nelson invites all VCC members to;

rally Weekend – 11-13 two routes on good roads.
Tour Week – 14-17 Nelson, Blenheim, Westport, 

Greymouth.
 Real Vintage Motoring  –  Join the fun 

You can enter either or both

Contact: Rally Sec. 4 Marchwood Gr. Richmond, 7020 
jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz  Phone 03 544 9998

2014

50

11,12 & 13 oCToBER 2013

Join us on this fun weekend and visit the  
Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279, Christchurch or 
phone Mike 03 344 0425.  

NOte: Sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated.  
Some eFtPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

Friday/Saturday 9am-4.30pm, Sunday 9am-2pm

Friday is now a public day with $10 general admission,  
VCC membership card holders $5. Saturday $5 for all adults.  

All accompanied school children free.

Canterbury branCh

www.theswapmeet.org.nz

Cutler Park – McLeans Island road
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           VCC WELLINgToN BR ANCh

Biennial 

Motorcycle rally
18-19 January 2014

Another memorable Wellington Biennial Rally is being 
planned. Riders will see new parts of Wellington,  

meet great riders and share good food.
Entry forms available from the Rally Secretary, 

Peter Simpson, from October 2013 
Email: psimpsonnz@gmail.com Ph: 04 566 2675 

Snail mail: 290 Normandale Road, Lower Hutt 5010

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 22 February 2014 

Swap Meet starts 7.00 a.m 
 
 Entry: Adults $5.00 Children (under 12) Free 
  

Vintage Car Display – Car parts old & new - Motoring 
books & manuals - Collectibles – Bric-a-brac – 

Refreshments – Sausage sizzle 
 

Venue: Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubrooms 
Satellite Station Rd - off SH.1 - 3 km south of Warkworth 

 

Swap Meet starts 7am
Entry: Adults $5.00   Children (under 12) Free

Vintage Car Display – Car parts old & new - Motoring 
books & manuals - Collectibles – Bric-a-brac – 

Refreshments – Sausage sizzle

Venue: Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubrooms  
Satellite Station Rd, off SH1, 3 km south of Warkworth

Eastern Bay of Plenty’s Annual Rally

EAST
COAST 
RALLY

8-9 February 2014
Rally starts and Prize Giving Dinner 

at Awakeri Event Centre
 Includes touring section

 Entry forms available December 2013

Enquiries to
Rally Director:  Les Costar 

Phone: 07 323 6406  les.gail.costar@slingshot.co.nz
Rally Secretary:  Thelma Forward

Phone: 07 304 9883 leasandthelmaforward@farmside.co.nz
EBOP Branch: Box 2168,  

Kopeopeo, Whakatane 3121
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auckland branch  
   Tracey Winterbottom

Welcome to new members Trevor and 
Carol Farr with a 1928 Model A Phaeton 
and 1967 MG B roadster; Stewart and 
Marie Madgwick with a 1928 Austin 7 
Top Hat; Graham Viall with 1961 BSA 
Spitfire scrambler, 1969 BSA Firebird, 1973 
Triumph X75 Hurricane and a 1975 Triumph 
T160; Lee Walker–Hoit with a 1976 BMW 
R100RS; Graeme Harrison with 1939, 1949, 
1954 and 1962 BSA Gold Star motorcy-
cles; Warwick and Vanessa Pegrum with 
1976 MG B GT; Steve and Kim Rochester 
with 1935 Rover Sports Saloon, 1935 
International pickup truck, 1938 Morris 8 
coupe, 1950 MG TD, 1954 Morris Minor 
convertible, 1967 Pontiac Firebird convert-
ible, 1971 Morris woody Traveller, 1973 
Morris Minor van, 1973 Triumph GT6 and 
1974 Jeep CJ7.

There is a flurry of activity in the 
commercial section to complete restorations 
for the National Commercial Rally. Murray 
Firth has almost completed the ‘31 British 
Bedford, and Colin Shoebridge has finished 
his ‘36 ½ ton Chevrolet.

Roy Sharman has added to his Veteran 
collection with a 1910 Talbot and 1901 
Oldsmobile.

Motorcycle meetings attract large 
numbers with some very interesting 
speakers. Chris North won the Wet Leg Run 
and Martin Spicer the Poker Run.

At our AGM 25 year badges were 
presented to Barbara Allbon, Fay Kitson, 
Christine Allbon and Bob Pickering; 35 year 
badges to Doug Pinker and Dave Allbon. 
Bob Ballantyne presented Chris Wood with 
his 50 year badge.

The branch Charbanc is nearing the end 
of its recent major maintenance after the 
clutch failed at Easter and will soon be back 
on the road.

ashburton  Diane Ross
After being postponed due to Antarctic 

conditions the Solstice Run was held the 
following Sunday in balmy north-westerly 
conditions. We’re used to that in Mid 
Canterbury and it allowed Ray Lambert to 
enjoy a jaunt in his recent acquisition, a very 
snazzy E Type Jaguar. 

I’ve been treated to a ride in a 1928 
Singer Junior owned by new member, Struan 
Moore. This buzzy little sports car was 
rebuilt in Blenheim by Barry Wilson in the 
late ‘80s and Struan purchased it from Barry 
Saville of Motueka very recently. 

There was a good attendance at the 
Annual Dinner to hear Ashburton’s own 
Lauren Ellis speak about her experience as 
a world class cyclist and her success to date. 
A special night as both sets of Lauren’s 

grandparents, Vern and Phyl Ellis and John 
and Jeanette Lovett are members of the 
branch and were with us on the night. The 
Restoration Of The Year Trophy was won 
by the latest car to roll out of Rob Ross’s 
workshop and several 25 and 35 year badges 
were presented.

Our Club Captain decided to have a 
mid-winter run however it turned out to be 
a very warm spring afternoon and we had a 
turnout of more than 35 cars. Ally Hansen 
in his 1938 Oldsmobile, an ex-Copland 
vehicle that he has just put on the road was 
there as well as the Kinvigs in their 1937 
Morris 8 Sports. Neil and Faye Hydes had 
their 1962 Plymouth Belvedere out for an 
outing and the Oakleys blew the cobwebs 
out of the Austin A35 they won in the raffle 
during the Wanganui Rally last year. 

As a result of a suggestion at the AGM 
Ron Galletly has offered to convene a 
meeting of those interested in setting up a 
commercial group within the Branch.

bay of Plenty   David Joblin
Our Toyota factory trip to Thames was 

successful and 72 members were shown 
through the factory where 18 cars each day 
are turned out to Toyota’s Signature Class 
high standard. 

The End of the Summer Days Tour, 
organised this year by Jim and Kaaren 
Smylie, saw 14 members travel north to 
Orewa, then across to the West Coast to 
take in all the interesting aspects of the 
Dargarville region.   

Our visit to the large new Classics 
Museum complex in Hamilton was an eye 

opener. About 60 members learned how it 
had come about and inspected the complex 
with its magnificent collection of cars and 
all things motoring. 

At our AGM two new committee 
members, Chris Cole and Ken Frew, were 
elected, and Bryce Strong relinquished the 
editor’s hat for that of the club captain.  
Wednesday runs continue to be very 
popular. 22 cars visited the Bay of Plenty’s 
historic gold mining site at Karangahake, 
near Waihi.  

Newest addition to the branch, from the 
UK, is Clive Taylor’s immaculate 1965 TE 
21 Alvis, and in the restoration field we 
have Don Wade having almost completed 
overhauling his 1957 Zephyr Zodiac. Owen 
Smith with his 1929 five window Model A 
coupe and Andrew Petersen is still going 
with his very rare 1950 Daimler dhc.  

New members welcomed are Willy and 
Janice Whittingham, 1957 Vauxhall Velox; 
Ian and Julie Dean, 1972 MG B GT; Gary 
Foy, 1952 Vauxhall Velox; Chris and Jenny 
Cole, 1963 MG B, 1930 Model A phaeton; 
David Hayward, 1951 Jaguar Mk V saloon, 
1953 Jaguar XK 120, 1948 Bristol coupe; Paul 
van den Hoven, 1923 Studebaker tourer; 
Janice Noffke, a joint member with Doug 
and John Davies, 1928 Model A pickup and 
a 1935 Rolls-Royce 20/25 saloon.

canterbury branch   Tony Becker
Spring turned up in July for the 9-90s 

Group Mid-winter Christmas Lunch at 
Kaiapoi Golf Club. Unseasonal blossom 
and sunshine greeted around 60 members 
to the happy mid-week annual. Not so 

idle

Ashburton: Kelvin Merrin’s 1915 ArielAshburton: Natalie Quantock plays mother at 
Winter Solstice Run.

Ashburton: 1928 Singer owner S Moore. Ashburton: The Ashburton Restoration of The 
Year winner, Rob Ross’s 1930 Chrysler Coupe on 
a winter jaunt to St Bathans.
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lucky were delegates to August’s National 
AGM a month later. Held at Riccarton 
Racecourse with persistent rain over much 
of the weekend. Undaunted, local members 
provided visitors with hospitality transport 
and hosted tours around Christchurch CBD 
and eastern suburbs. Some visitors seeing 
it live for the first time frequently drew 
breath at the sheer scale of the damage. The 
reality of vast open spaces, tortured homes, 
wrecked heritage buildings, compounded 
by substantial roading and underground 
works, has a sobering effect when seen live. 
Winter months create an ideal opportu-
nity for indoor events at the cosy Cutler 
Park main hall during the quieter motoring 
period. Alan and Shirley Wills together with 
a small sub-committee organised a brilliant 
1970s Winter Dance with great music by 
Henare, continuous supper by the Sword 
family, plus good old fashioned lucky-spot 
dance prizes. 1970s-revival outfits dragged 
out of mothballed storage, popularly topped 
with big hair on thinning grey or naked 
pates, ‘Lennon’ style glasses and heavy 
peace medallions draped several reviv-
alists. Following that success, the Morris 
Centenary sub-committee repeated the 
venue, the musician and the caterer for their 
Centenary Dine and Dance celebration. On 
privileged display was Geraldine Branch 
member Peter Morrison’s 100 year old 1913 
Morris Oxford, a rare first year production 
Morris, one of the world’s oldest and one 
of very few still motoring. Cosy monthly 

noggin ‘n’ natters and a browse through 
the well serviced and stocked library also 
proves a popular drawcard on those monthly 
evenings. August’s annual High Tea and 
Run was another well supported evening do 
and around 75-80 members toured Styx and 
Brooklands before arriving at Marshland’s 
Garden Restaurant for the evening Hi-Tea 
dinner.

eastern bay of Plenty  Les Costar
Thirteen cars turned up for our annual 

June Nite Owl Run and potluck dinner. This 
year’s run was held in the late afternoon and 
early evening and took us mostly over back 
roads in the Awakeri, Poroporo, Paroa area 
then back to the Watchorn complex for a 
pot luck dinner. Bevan and Jeanne Westley 
won the Nite Owl prize donated by our 
honorary member Lorolie Pollard.

Our July run started at Bunnings’ car park 
with nine cars enjoying an afternoon run 
around the back country roads ending up at 
Lake Rotoma for picnic afternoon tea, then 
back through the Manawahe Hills to the 
Matata Edgecumbe main road and home. 
A great first club run set by our new club 
captain.

Thirty-three members attended our 
Annual August Club Dinner (Nobby’s 
Nosh) this year held at a chinese restaurant.

Fourteen cars gathered at the Whakatane 
War Memorial Hall car park for our 
August fun run around town, marking 
off the learning centres as we followed 

the run instructions (it is surprising how 
many of these there are) then out through 
Coastlands and country roads for afternoon 
tea at a local cafe.

Welcome to new members Gordon 
and Claudia Cowan and their 1966 Ford 
Mustang and Neville and Josephine Allright 
and their 1928 Plymouth coupe.

Far north   Dave Duirs
The Hills organised the Molloy Trophy 

and End of Registration run which started 
at the historic Old Oak Inn on Mangonui 
Harbour and went inland via interestingly 
named places then back over the hills to 
finish at the clubrooms for a mid-winter 
Christmas luncheon. The gravel roads were 
in great order which the Clark’s old Chrysler 
enjoyed to win, followed by the Duirs and 
Graeme Moore.

The Annual Dinner at the Mangonui 
fire station was a treat. After the annual 
awards, local car franchisee, Brian Archibald 
gave an amusing account of the growth of 
his business from the early horse and cart 
days in Kaitaia to today’s modern, complex 
electronically driven fleet. The awards were: 
Mothers Day Trophy: Vince and Jo-Anne 
Heatley. Molloy Trophy: Richard and Vicki 
Clark. Brian Parker Trophy: B and T Keene. 
Points and Attendance: D Hills. Matthews 
Cup: Peg and Dave Hills. Clubman of the 
Year: Murray Cormack. Misfortune Trophy: 
Ian McGregor (car misdemeanors!). 25 year 
badges: Lyn Matthews, Shirley Matthews, 
Naomi Mason.

A Blokes in Sheds morning at Winston 
Matthews’ saw progress on his total resto-
ration of a Morris Minor which had the 
advantage of four wheel-dollies to move it 
around and a new hoist to make things 
easier. A far cry from all the many resto-
rations he has done for his museum with 
just a jack and some stands. A visit to the 
Matthews Vintage collection reinforced just 
what a great job Win and Lyn Matthews are 
doing to preserve historic local memorabilia.

Another shed visit was hosted by Audrey 
and Erwyn Fail where a lot was learned 
about panel beating and painting as a 
business. The highlight was probably the 
total rebuild of their Model A Ford which is 

Canterbury: This is Peter Morrison of Geraldine, pictured driving his 100 years old 1913 Morris Oxford. 
The car was built in the first year of Morris production and build number is in the low hundreds.

Far North: Molloy Trophy: Winners 
Vicki & Richard Clark, presented by 
Dave Hills

Far North: Molloy Trophy starters.Far North: Molloy Trophy: Woollam’s 
Brough at checkpoint.

Far North: Mens Shed: Win Matthews 
Morris Minor restoration.
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being transformed from a Tudor to a coupe 
with a brand new imported body.

As guest speaker at a monthly meeting, 
member Steve Wynne shared his experiences 
from his regular visits to the Goodwood UK 
speed events and also his lifetime involve-
ment with fast motorbikes, many of which 
he has built/rebuilt including that of the 
great Mike Hailwood. 

gisborne   Rodney Clague
Our annual Neil Peterson Run earlier this 

year saw us head south to Raupunga where 
many of our group took the opportunity to 
walk across the Mohaka rail viaduct with 
amazing views over either side. From there 
we continued inland on the Putere Road 
and past the Putere lakes to Otoi Domain 
where we were given a history of the area by 
Ian Brickell. After lunch we set off back to 
Wairoa via the Cricklewood Road. A great 
day and Gail Menzies and Mike Little have 
promised us next year’s one will be even 
better.

At our AGM Ray Squires and Adrian 
Joyce stood down and were replaced by 
Gavin Bartlett and Allan Douglas. A 35-year 
badge was awarded to Tony Bartlett while 
Mike Little received a 25-year badge.

The Chairman’s Run took us up into the 
Waimata Valley where we visited a farm 
that has bubbling mud pools and gas seeping 
through the ground. 

Trevor Jukes and his helpers have got our 
Morris Commercial running again after a 
big-end failure on our Three Rivers Rally 
earlier in the year. The culprit was a faulty 
oil pump. Bearings in the fan pulley have 
also had some attention and the motor runs 
a lot more quietly as a result.

Our Carlton car packed a sad some years 
ago at an A&P Show parade and has sat 
forlorn in the shed until recently. Trevor 
Jukes and Ron Hopps have taken on the 
task of removing the motor and checking it 
over to locate any problems in it. While the 
motor is out the transmission is being looked 
at, and a well-worn universal joint has been 
discovered during that process. Because this 
car was hand-built by Bill Birch we have no 
idea what components of what vehicles he 
used during its manufacture, so we are going 
to have to search for a suitable replacement. 

gore   Jim McFadzien
Our cars are having a spell at the moment 

as our opening run is in September. However 
on our July Tuesday Ramble we found Gore 
has two secrets! You can easily drive down 
Oldham St, where a nondescript building 
hides Coventry Classics. Enter the workshop 
and you will be impressed by the devotion 
and workmanship of these craftsmen as they 
make replica Jaguar C type cars and send 
them all over the world. The day we visited 
six cars were under construction. Starting 
with jigs where suspension and chassis parts 
were made up, on to the alloy section where 
the six separate panels were moulded into 
the forward hinging bonnet. One was ready 
for the paint shop and upholstery. Through 
the side door, many rusty Mk7 and Mk2’s 
have become donors of engine, transmission 
and brakes after being overhauled and used 
again in the C Types. All cars sold so far are 
still owned by original purchasers, and are 
used for club sport and racing.

The north industrial area of Gore is 
home to Keelow Craft where sheets of alloy 
are transformed into jet boat hulls. These 
are exported worldwide. In fact some of the 
world’s fastest jet boats were made here and 
have won trophies at world championships. 
The whole market is catered for; from family 
boats through to 12-18 seater hulls. Just 
released onto the market is a small hulled 

unit powered by a jet ski engine; big in fun 
and drier too! Some six or so jet boats on 
trailers were waiting to come back into the 
workshop for tune ups and tweaking as the 
racing season gets nearer.

hawke’s bay   Esther Smith
Vintage motoring has continued through 

the winter with monthly club runs. The July 
run was organised by Leigh Patterson and he 
warned us to be ready to think outside the 
square. At the outset there was a crossword 
puzzle you had to solve before you could even 
start and it deteriorated from that point on. 
The August run had to be promoted as less 
complex in case potential entrants were gun 
shy from their previous experience.

The clubrooms are continuing to be a 
hit with the members. The rooms provide 
a warm and welcoming environment for 
monthly club nights and we are gradually 
adding those finishing touches and finding 
a home for the memorabilia we want to 
display.

The August club night was a shiny 
parts auction and therefore an opportunity 
for Derek Gordon to exhibit his effusive 
auctioneering skills. Steve Trott must have 
done an audit on his various collections as a 
good part of the donations came from him. 
Thankfully there are those members who 
can’t say no to that which they perceive as 
a bargain and we raised over $700 for club 
funds.

There was a quiz night in August and 
members had their general knowledge well 
and truly tested. Thanks to our quiz master 
Juliette Cadwallader and to Derek Gordon 
for researching the questions. We were rather 
daunted to hear there were twenty rounds of 
questions; however I’m not sure who gave up 
first the quiz master or the contestants, but 
we were let off with just ten rounds.

Planning is well in progress for the 
Labour weekend King Country Safari and 
also for the Art Deco Rally to be held next 
February.

horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Our branch has a new committee and are 

full steam ahead.
Colin Brooks, last term deputy chair, is 

now holding the reins. Colin is a Buick fan 

Gisborne: Mark Dunn tries to convince wife Sue 
there could be a Model T at the bottom of the 
Mohaka Viaduct, while Gavin Bartlett continues 
his walk to the end of the bridge.

Horowhenua Horowhenua: Club captains outing to the Motua.Far North: Molloy Trophy starters.
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and enjoys hands-on restoration and was 
very much to the fore in our recent library 
extension. I am sure many of you would have 
now met him at the club AGM in August.

Our club captains still continue with a 
monthly program of interesting venues to 
visit.

There are a group of us also recon-
structing an old 1850 flour mill that was 
donated to the branch some years back. One 
of our members, Colin Geange, our new 
treasurer, has hand-made the 77 teeth for 
the large driven wheel that connects to a 
vertical shaft that in turn rotates the grind 
stones. The mill will be housed in a replica 
building adjacent to the club rooms and is of 
great historical interest for the district.

Bruce Scott reports that his 1916 Cadillac 
is painted and the engine is running well.

I was able to purchase a 1919 One Ton 
Ford TT from Ian Bonney in Palmerston 
North. I have known previous owners of this 
truck and remember it up to 40 years ago. 
When Ian gave me the chance I had to take 
it. I have always admired it. So hopefully we 
will get some motoring in around Levin.

Spares are bulging again with a good 
build up for summer.

manawatu  Allan Hardacre 
Winter is not usually the best month for 

Vintage motoring, especially if you have a 
tourer. “Er wot doesn’t restore cars” usually 
balks at an afternoon driving around in 
the rain even when there are some inter-
esting garages to look at. However, Dennis 
Milne got a run together in July to check 
out the Coach House Museum in Feilding 
followed by a Caterpillar tractor collection 
that fascinated the ladies. More recently we 
had Bruce and Allan’s mystery Sunday tour. 
It was also a bit of a mystery to the organisers 

as we struggled to get an unknown number 
of Singapore students and enough cars in the 
same place and time. We finally assembled 
enough cars for the 10 students who did not 
sleep in, just in time for a little morning 
tea following which we headed off over the 
Pahiatua track, redistributing the students 
among the cars at every stop. The reality 
of the back seat of a tourer soon lost out 
to the comfort of the saloons. After some 
gravel roads (not found in Singapore) we 
found the Purple Haze Lavender Tea rooms 
for more coffee and food. Revictualled and 
somewhat heavier, we checked in at the 
Woodville Settlers Museum, the yesteryear 
paraphernalia and explanations from Coral 
our museum guide, fascinating the Singapore 
contingent. Somewhat more puzzling was 
the gentle art of spinning, a couple of the 
students looked as though they may have got 
enough for a tea-cosy after a month or two.

marlborough   Chris de Wagt
Beginning with the small earthquakes 

in July and then the big one in August has 
made it a testing time. We understand now 
some of how our Canterbury neighbours 

have felt. I can report that I haven’t heard of 
any damage to vehicles or persons but there 
has been some property damage among our 
Seddon members Ron and Shirley Hebberd, 
Steve Gaudin and Mindy Chowdhury. 
Thank you to all our local members who 
rang Trevor Harris offering help if it was 
needed, and to Trevor for his time coordi-
nating it. 

We welcome new/returning member Roy 
Gardner with a Matchless, HRD Vincent 
and a Moto Guzzi. New to our branch is 
Colin Jones a Holden man and Tony and 
Shirley Chapman with a Rover. 

The Marlborough branch is open each 
Wednesday morning from 10am or Sunday 
afternoons for those interested in joining in 
or happen to be passing through. 

Our motorcycle section enjoyed a shed 
run in August and a barbeque lunch.

The Sporting Trial on Sunday 11 August 
was popular. The spectators weren’t put off 
by the rain and the competitors revelled in 
the mud. The day was well supported locally, 
from Nelson and as far away as Christchurch 
and well done to all those who competed.

For an outing with a difference John and 
Denise Armiger challenged members to ten 
pin bowling and were surprised when 30 
members turned up. A lot of fun was had 
and there’s talk of a men vs. women tourna-
ment.

nelson  Geoff Ashton
The branch has had a few indoor activi-

ties recently; garage raids, indoor bowls and 
a quiz night. All good fun, but getting the 
cars out and about is what it’s all about.

We were asked to provide a few Veteran 
cars to help celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the opening of the Peninsula Bridge over 
the Motueka river. A 1913 Unic, a Model 
T, a Dodge and a Cadillac crossed the old 
bridge that provides access to the west bank 
of the river.

Our Snow Run to Lake Rotoiti was held 
without snow but with very strong winds to 
compensate. Marlborough and West Coast 

Manawatu: Allan Hardacres 
less cosy Dodge tourer.

Manawatu: What kid doesn’t 
want to drive a fire engine.

Manawatu: The two Dennises off for a sporting adventure.

Manawatu: Daphne learning 
to spin.

Manawatu: Bob Pettigrew’s cosy 
Ford A tourer.

Nelson: Unic crossing the 100 
year old bridge. 

Nelson: Snow run to Rotoiti.

60 Beaded Wheels



idletorque

cars were present with a great lunch in a 
warm hall.

The Biennial Rally (to be held 5 and 6 
October) is our next major event. It would 
be great if there are members of other 
branches who could join us.

Roll on summer for some great top down 
motoring, sunshine and companionship.

north otago  Nonie Rooney
There were 25 members in attendance at 

our AGM from a total branch membership 
of 123. We welcomed Wayne Abernethy 
who stepped up as our new chairman, 
leaving the vice captaincy position vacant. 
Lee Orchard has taken over the secretarial 
duties from Kathleen Perry. The position 
of club captain is also vacant but otherwise 
the remaining office bearers will continue 
for a further year. Kathleen has taken a well 
earned retirement having fulfilled the office 
of secretary so diligently for many years. Our 
branch honour board states that Kathleen 
took up the pen first from 2003 to 2007 and 
later from 2009 to 2013, a total of eight years 
besides being on the committee during 2007 
to 2009. 

In June, the branch hosted an eight-
venue garage raid. This attracted 90 people 
including some from surrounding branches. 
There was an overwhelming choice of 
interesting machinery on view including 
the Oamaru Historic Railway locomotive 

workshop and sheds. A substantial hot 
lunch was provided by a team of members 
and wives that satisfied and warmed all 
those present. 

At Lindsay McKenzie’s garage we saw 
his 1935 Plymouth De Luxe roadster. He is 
tidying up the car, having completed new 
wiring, exhaust system, instrument and 
radio renovations and painted the steel 
artillery wheels.

The July Shiny Bits Auction created lots 
of laughs with the humour of auctioneer 
member, Wes Hamilton.

The Pre-39 run 3-4 August saw ten 
entrants complete a Sunday circuit on 
relatively dry roads to Hakataramea, 
Myers Pass, Waihaorunga and Glenavy 
before lunching at Riverstone Kitchen and 
returning to Oamaru.

north Shore  Mary Lloyd
Our leg of the Triple Combined Rally 

was to be challenging but user friendly so 
Richard cautiously mapped out some straight 
line navigation and was pleased it was well 
received and no one got lost. 

The Spring Tour was very well organised 
by Paul and Kathy Collins and took 25 
cars and 55 people on a scenic tour, desti-
nation Tokoroa. A stop at Roy Sharman’s 
amazing collection of cars, traction engines, 
models and memorabilia was well worth-
while. Lunch was at Plaw’s place with 

another interesting collection of cars and 
traction engines to inspect. Tirau Museum 
presented a good photo opportunity with a 
gig, old drays, ancient tractors and stacks of 
memorabilia. Then it was over the Waihou 
River, source of the famous Blue Spring 
bottled water and a welcome stop at the 
Waikato VCC’s clubroom for afternoon 
tea. Sunday saw us sampling confectionery 
made from lavender at the Kihikihi Alphra 
Lavender Gardens. Then it was off to Reg 
Parkes’ Copper Works and his wonderful 
craftwork and finally a quick peak at Colin 
and Lin Pinkerton’s Iron Park collection. No 
run would be complete without an incident 
or two so Brian and Gaylene obliged with a 
flat tyre in Huntly and arrived home with 
water leaking and found the water pump had 
packed up – close call. 

After 15 years of languishing in a shed 
and local Council procrastinations, the 
branch’s Caltex sign is now standing proudly 
outside the clubrooms.

Sadly much loved member Murrae 
Henderson passed away in October, our 
sympathies go to his family and friends.

otago    Graeme Duthie
Some of the awards presented at our 

AGM this year are – Speed Trophy; Chris 
Read. Harvey Wilson Cup for best attend-
ance at rallies, Bruce Murray. Non Speed 
Event for best performance at all events, 
Stu and Lyn Neil. Clubman’s trophy for 
best attendance at local events, Bill Partel. 
Fletcher/Heaps Trophy for most meritorious 
performance of a Veteran Vehicle, Colin and 
Joan Pearce. Graham Dalton Cup for motor-
cycle restoration, Bill Veitch. Restoration 
Cup for car restoration, Tom Batley. Douglas 
Rod for hard luck on a motorcycle, Lew 
Williams. Trevor Dunning Trophy for 
greatest effort in Vintage motoring, Graeme 
Duthie. Chairmans award; George Martin. 
25 Year Membership Award, Nicola 
Wilkinson.

North Otago: Ernest and Brenda George’s 
1916 Overland with daughter Rebecca and 
grandchildren at the Pre-39 Rally.

North Otago: Lindsay McKenzie’s 1935 Plymouth 
roadster, a straight six 201 ci 24hp.

North Shore: Pontiac at the Triple Combined Rally.North Shore: OLB Bedford to be restored.
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The Annual Mid Winter Dinner was 
held at the Clubrooms on 27 July and 
this was enjoyed by a good number of our 
members. Our club rooms are well set up 
for catering now as we use a nearby mobile 
caterer assisted by our House Manager Bill 
Partel, his wife and helpers who do the 
setting up.

Sparkoholics visited All Saints Church 
in July and had a look at the pipe organ and 
how it operates and the University Library 
during August where we saw through the 
Special Collections. 

Welcome to our new members, Jenny 
Newstead who has been with us as a partner 
of Kevin Phillips for some time, Richard and 
Anne-Marie O’Mahony who own P60 Rover 
and motorcycles, and Murray Sutherland 
who has transferred from South Otago 
Branch. Hoping to see you at rallies and at 
the clubrooms.

Coming up we have the Dunvegan in 
October and the Taieri Tour, Veteran and 
Commercial rallies in November. 2014 
Dunedin-Brighton organisation is well on 
the way with varying routes for those who 
want more driving than the direct road to 
Brighton.

rotorua    Ronald Mayes 
We were saddened to learn of the passing 

in June of Jackie Mowbray, wife of branch 
patron Bob. Both had been involved with 
the branch for many years and Bob continues 
to take an active part in our events.

We recently welcomed new members 
Lindsay and Cathie Donoghue, 1966 
Daimler; Terry and Sandra Fitzpatrick 1971 

BMW 2002; Rod Hetherington, Morris 
Minors, and returning members Ross and 
Cushla Hollings, Porsche 944 and Fred and 
Lynn Noffke, Vauxhall Velox and Austin 7 
Opal.

On 14 July the Central North Island 
Swapmeet, was held at the Paradise Valley 
Raceway. Few of the 4000 visitors would 
have not found a treasure and many took 
a stroll up the hill to the terrace above the 
circuit to see over 100 vehicles on display. 
These ranged from David Taylor’s 1922 
Ford TT truck, through Des Brunton’s 1937 
Morris to 1980s classics.

Recent mid-week runs included one to 
the Bay of Plenty in which 14 cars were 
exercised. The attraction at our destina-
tion was one man’s collection of sporting 
Triumph cars; TR3A, TR5, TR6, two TR7 
convertibles and a Dolomite Sprint, all in 
immaculate condition. 

The Sulphur City Rally was held on 31 
August and at the time of writing there 
was keen interest, with 60 cars having been 
entered (mostly post-1960 models) and 
more expected.

Monthly meetings continue to feature 
members’ cars and in August Mel Cooper 
spoke to us about his 1981 Mercedes-Benz 
280CE coupe. Exposing one’s car to the 
critical eyes of fellow members under the 
strong lighting of the clubrooms shows up 
any panel or paint defects but none could 
be seen on this car, which appears almost 
like new. These show and tell sessions result 
in everyone learning much about, and 
gaining a greater appreciation of, fellow 
members’ cars.

South canterbury   Frances Irving
The End of Season run was held on 16 

June and took the back country roads to 
Geraldine. There was a good attendance 
even though it was a very wet day.

During our AGM 35 year badges were 
presented to Gavin Ladbrook, Tony Wood, 
Robert Wood and Kevin Heywood and 25 
year badges to Dick Edwards, Les Irving, 
Wayne Irving, Neil Manchester, Don 
Robinson and Dave Warlow.

Trophies presented were:
Stevenson Trophy for best restored 

vehicle, Alan Patrick
Lyalldale Trophy for best branch perfor-

mance, Alan Ferguson
Chairman’s Trophy for most rallies 

attended outside branch, John Foster
Navigators Trophy for best Performance, 

Ros Wenlock
Club Captain’s Trophy for most help to 

the Club Captain, Shannon Stevenson
Parts Shed Trophy, John Campbell
Over the weekend of 19-20 July the 

branch had been asked to be part of the 
Pleasant Point Railway Museum celebrations 
of 150 years of rail in New Zealand with a 
display at Keanes Crossing, where the train 
stopped. This was a good opportunity for the 
public to look at the cars on display.

South otago  John Cook
The branch AGM held in June saw 

our current chairman Gary Beaumont 
stand down and Stuart Milne elected. 
Congratulations Stuart. The club captain’s 
job remains unfilled and is going to be 
shared amongst committee members. Our 

Otago: Sunbeam motorcycle.Otago: Nicola recieving 25 year award. Otago: Lovell Smith Jaguar.

Otago: Tom Batley, Jaguar.Otago: J. Dow Morris minor. Otago: Edmunds Mini clubman.
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Taranaki Branch: Neil Carter’s 1930 Chevrolet 
sedan in the Mt Taranaki Mountain House 
carpark.

yearly night trial held in the same month, 
put together by Paul and Kaye McNabb, 
was a good outing. They had us going about 
Balclutha, across the bridge to Inch Clutha, 
Kaitangata and return to the clubrooms 
with a few things to find and questions to 
answer. Winners were Robin and Deana 
Bennington in their Holden Commodore. 
The mid-winter dinner held at the Town 
and Country Club had a good attend-
ance. This year’s branch trophies, starting 
with the Ladies Trophy went to Alison 
Ollerenshaw for her services to the branch. 
Gary Beaumont was presented with the 
service tankard for his time as our chairman. 
Bill and Gaynor Falconer were presented 
with the Good Samaritan trophy for their 
time assisting with many Clutha rallies. The 
restoration trophy went to Peter Johnson for 
his 1925 Chev truck. The first outing for 
the Wednesday Rambles went very well and 
had good numbers attending. They meet on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 1pm 
at the clubrooms for a destination around 
South Otago in either Vintage or modern.

taranaki    Colin Johnston
A very successful Brick Night Run was 

held on Saturday 27 July and was enjoyed 
by the 28 people who attended. Brian and 
Marylin Gernhoefer were the winners. The 
run was an easy 26km with 10 questions to 
be answered along the way. Entrants could 
drive at their own nominated speed. The 
night was a beautiful moonlight one, fine 
and cool with great night time motoring 
along the ridge top of Hursthouse Road.

The branch has now purchased a glass 
and rimu cabinet with full glass lockable 
doors to house and enhance all of the club’s 
trophy collection. Club Captain George 
Gardiner is calling for members to register 
their interest in forming a Spontaneous 
Group who might like to take their vehicle 
for a drive and a coffee somewhere. The 
group would be contacted by a telephone 
tree on a fine Sunday and told where to 
meet. This would get us together more 
often, get our cars out and about and 

will generate more interest in our club. 
Our Branch was saddened to receive news 
that one of our foundation members passed 
away in August. Royce Kitney was a past 
secretary and club captain and was always 
an enthusiastic member. Royce had a lot 
of knowledge about the restoration of cars 
and motor cycles which he was only too 
willing to pass on to members. We extend 
our deepest sympathy to Ian, Brian, Judith, 
Andrew and all their families.

taupo  Greg Nattrass 
Our club night was a very entertaining 

and interesting evening with guest speakers 
Gary and Martina Stephens. Gary, a 
mechanic, got a call from a mate about 
taking treks around Africa. He left for 
Germany where he purchased an ex army 
MAN truck which he modified to be able 
to carry passengers and a week’s worth of 
supplies for his adventures. An awesome 
evening about his trials and tribulations, 
and how he and Martina met there. 

Our branch had our annual display at the 
local hobby expo. This creates awareness of 
our hobby and can lead to new members. 

Our monthly run was the Brunch Run. 
This year took us along the local eastern 
arterial road to the airport then to member 
Bob Severnes’ at Halletts Bay to inspect his 
1929 Austin 16/6 Burnham, which is close 
to the end of its restoration. We then carried 
on further south to Motuopa.

August was fish and chip night and this 
year it was followed by quiz night. Due 
to the absence of our usual quiz master 
Norman Pointon, committee member Neil 
Chave stepped in to prepare the questions. 
Mostly car related with others of general 
knowledge. This was an interesting night 
of hilarity at the variety of answers that 
emerged. The branch run this month saw 
a group heading south again to National 
Park to have a meal at the station café, then 
watching as the Auckland – Wellington 
train passed through. 

waikato   Ian Patton
Our Ladies Rally was well supported and 

very well organized by Cazna Rayne. Only 
twelve cars but lots of passengers embarked 
on a Waikato Adventure solving the latest 
case for Enid Blyton’s Famous Five all 
dressed up for the occasion. Lunch stop at 

Taranaki Branch: Nigel and Michelle Fraser’s 
1931 Chev half ton truck at the Mountain House.

Taranaki Branch: Taranaki’s Foundation 
member the late Royce Kitney left enjoys the 
company of first year member Jack Castle at the 
branch’s 50th birthday celebration two years ago.

Taupo: Branch display at the Hobby Expo.
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the Pirongia Clydesdales before returning to 
the club rooms to solve the riddle of Uncle 
Quentin’s Quiz. 

Sixteen cars had a day out to visit the 
new museum in Raglan and fish and chips at 
the rebuilt wharf.

Our motorbike boys have been out and 
about and visited the Classics Museum 
to view Bert Munro’s bike which was on 
display.

Thirteen cars ventured to the Motu just 
to do it! Many of the participants stopped 
off to do the Rotorua Rally on the Saturday 
then onto the Motu on the Sunday. The 
Motu is an old logging road that lies 
between the East Cape Road, 9 kilometres 
east of Opotiki and finishes back at Matawai 
– located between Opotiki and Gisborne in 
the gorge. A famous Heatway Rally road; 
it took us nearly three hours to travel the 
63 kilometres from Motu to the coast. We 
took a couple of stops to admire the 700 
feet drop-offs into the river valleys. Our 
resident musician Gordon Dearlove taking 
the opportunity to serenade the Tui’s with a 
spurt on the bagpipes.

There is still plenty of enthusiasm for our 
meetings with a full house most club nights.

Transit have finally started the 
Cambridge Bypass, forty years in the 
planning and part of the highway infrastruc-
ture for our region, to be finished by 2016. 
They are attending our next meeting to 
outline their programme and development.

wairarapa  Kevin Ball
Our winter has done little to hinder 

activities at the Wairarapa branch. There 
has been plenty of variety. A drive in the 
country, including three garage raids, is 
covered elsewhere. Some of our members 
went to jail, we honoured a member 
who won a national award 11 years ago 
(good things take time), we took part in 
a memorial rally, we met regularly at the 
clubrooms to play cards, we got wet and 
muddy and we had a ball.

The Wairarapa people who went to 
jail were Kevin and Rosemary Hickland, 
Bernie and Leanne Gupwell, of Featherston, 
and Dave Walker and Jannie Elers. They 
went in two cars on a V8 Club run up 
the Forgotten World Highway, 10km north 
of the Taumarunui/Stratford junction and 
through some wonderful native bush and 
scenery. Only four cars turned up, but those 
who did report a great weekend. The old 
prison is now a conference centre so they 
had no trouble getting out.

The honoured member was motor-
sport writer and historian Scott Thomson, 
who won the John L Goddard Trophy in 
2002 for services in that field. Winners of 
that prestigious trophy are being awarded 

Waikato: Ladies Run. Right: Bev Taylor winner Ladies Rally.

Waikato: RaglanWaikato: Motu

Waikato: Motu

Wairarapa: Scott Thomson receives his John 
L.Goddard medal from club chairperson Frances 
Elwyn.

Wairarapa: Annette and Gary Hickling receive 
their trophy from vice-chairman John Clark. 

Wairarapa: Lovely lineup — V8s outside the 
Whangamomona Hotel.

Wairarapa: The Hickling Zephyr on its way to 
victory in the Margaret Gee Memorial Rally. 
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commemorative badges, and Scott received 
his during one of our runs.

The Margaret Gee Memorial Rally 
had a bit of everything, regular instruc-
tions, questions, well-laid traps, straight-line 
navigation, plus the weather (rain again) for 
the 18 entrants to deal with. Set out by Tony 
and Myrna Lane, the run took the cars east 
and west of Masterton, finishing up at the 
Paper Road winery restaurant. 

The rally was won by Gary and Annette 
Hickling in their MkI Zephyr.

waitemata   Di Humphreys
After a superb June winter R’Oil Can 

Rally, Waitemata’ites have chilled out at a 
Sporting Trial held on Sunday 14 July on 
the private farm of Don and Anne Suckling. 
Gymkhana tests were laid out in paddock 
and a hill course was laid out in the forest 
section. 

Both courses were suitable for any eligible 
vehicle preferably with 16" or larger wheels. 
The Thomson/McNair Aldersley young clan 
was there in force and cleaned up on both 
courses! Model As, MGs and Austin 7s were 
the competing cars and the event was a huge 
success.

An invitation to join the Historic Racing 
Sports Car Club (HRSCC) saw some of our 
Waitemata’ites enjoying a very interesting 
shed raid. Starting at our place to view the 
Model A progress and our other cars had 
folk arriving very early Sunday 18 August. 
We continued with a visit to Allan Woolf’s, 
Ryan McDonald’s, Mac’s garage, on to Eric 
Wilson’s Maserati collection and finishing at 
a foundry in Glenfield where, whatever you 
want made is probably able to be cast.

Our next big event is the Chelsea 
Hillclimb being held on Sunday 3 
November.

wanganui Fay  Chamberlain
We had our AGM in June, resulting in 

a few changes, including this one of “Idle 
torque” reporter. Doreen Hardy, our ever 
so willing secretary, has done a great job of 
standing in for her husband Peter as Rivet 
producer for three months. 

Attendances at club nights have been 
very good and indicate that the branch is in 
good heart. Speakers have been interesting; 
Stuart Frame, aged 90, gave a wonderful talk 
on his war experiences as an aviator and 
Jim O’Neill enlightened us on the work of 
a Court JP.

Sunday Runs too, have been well 
attended. Places of interest, shed raids, some 
not visited before. 

The Mothers Day high tea is having a 
follow up for Fathers Day in September. No, 
the blokes won’t be taking high tea but they 
will be home on the range having a fine 
shoot out at clay targets. Breakfast will be a 
cooked one at the clubrooms before they’re 
off to the gun firing. 

Ian Chamberlain has become very busy 
in his shed. His 1906 REO runabout, one 
cylinder, 8 hp is about to become a mother! 
He reckons in around nine months time 
there will be a cute little baby REO born. 

Already, much interest has been shown and 
several club members’ children are hoping 
to be the first drivers of the little half size 
replica. The beaded wheels, diff, springs, etc. 
are well on the way. Watch this space.

wellington  Ann O’Rourke
The postponed Colonial Cup Rally was 

run in August with no storms to interrupt 
progress this time. The winners, Kevin and 
Joanna Buck in their ‘35 Ford V8, surprised 
themselves by winning on timing accuracy 
even though they’d muffed the first turn 
thus missing a silent check and question. 
They were certainly vigilant counting road 
humps in case there was a cunning question 
at the end – which there wasn’t! The 
route around Paremata harbour and then 
up Titahi Bay hill enabled a view of mist-
enshrouded Mana Island. Entries included a 

Waitemata: Waitemata’ites and HRSCC members, 
as part of the Shed Raid, visit Mac’s Garage, the 
workshop of Ryan McDonald.

Wanganui: Ian Chamberlain’s pint-sized REO 
replica is underway. 

Wellington: Left: Clive Taylor’s 1932 Ford V8. Right: Michael Curry’s 1914 Humber celebrating Petone’s clock centenary.
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spotted recently on a trailer, heading off for 
its new exhaust system. 

Welcome to new members Graham, 
Rene and Jane Buchs and Cindy Hamilton 
and their 1971 Triumph Herald Saloon.

west coast   Hemi Te Rakau
With the National South Island Easter 

Rally for 2014 being hosted by the West 
Coast Branch this time round we would 
like to give all prospective attendees a 
heads up on one of the routes that will form 
part of this rally. We are referring to the 
part called the Pioneer Route which may 
appear to some as possibly being a notori-
ously difficult part of the rally akin to an 
Irishmans style of event. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. The Pioneer Section 
will take drivers over some roads that can 
be described as a little bony, through fords 
that are minimal and where there will be 
no requirement for a tow vehicle anywhere 
on the roads being traversed. Couple these 
thoughts with some spectacular views 
over the Waimea River valleys, seascapes, 
mountain views and through historical 
areas of the West Coast Gold Rush era 
adding to the total enjoyment of the day. 
We would suggest that vehicles taking 
on this section of the rally should have a 
reasonable ground clearance and drivers 
adopt a common sense approach to this 
part of the drive. Older era vehicles with 
basic suspensions, sturdy beam axles and 
other accoutrements which were designed 
for the gravel era of motoring, would relish 
this opportunity to out-shine their more 
modern counterparts. Please note, there 
will be advisors on hand at the start to offer 
advice for those who may be in doubt about 

The Passing Lane
In this column we acknowledge the recent 
passing of club members, information 
is supplied to Beaded Wheels by Branch 
Secretaries. 
Byfield, Owen Canterbury
Bone, Alan  Canterbury
Humphries, Cliff North Shore
Rountree, Albie Canterbury
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‘25 Fiat and Oakland through to the more 
modern ’74 Reliant Scimitar.

In July a large group of branch members 
attending our monthly mid-week run 
visited Clive Taylor’s collection of 1930s 
Fords in a retro garage setting with a fasci-
nating array of memorabilia. The adjacent, 
very pink, ‘50s diner with its jukebox and 
authentic furniture was quite a draw card.

Branch members were popular 
supporters of the centenary celebrations 
of the 1913 Petone clock; local Mayor 
Ray Wallace rode in style in a rare 1914 
Humber.

Early events each month usually include 
a film night with a car focus and August 
was no exception. The Italian Job enter-
tained a group of members who also dined 
on pizza and pasta in keeping with the 
movie. Another early monthly event is a 
Sunday run with the destination decided 
as people gather. The last run included a 
’37 Austin, a ’29 Essex, a ’57 Wolseley and a 
’58 Metropolitan which visited our branch 
member Richard Davis’s collection of cars.

wellsford warkworth   Anne Hamill
June saw our themed mid-winter feast 

and we all stepped back in time to the 
1940s. The clubrooms represented the 
wartime era, as did the food and the songs. 
Guests were issued with ration books which 
had to be presented to get their dinner. The 
atmosphere must have been pretty realistic 
as quite a number ducked when the air raid 
siren sounded. A rousing sing-a-long with 
Leon Salt on the piano rounded off the 
evening.

A couple of newbies set the Winter 
Woollies Wander on 6 July. Unfortunately 
the help all decided to enter so it was a bit 
more challenging than usual. Drivers were 
sent in different directions on an early loop 
and had to contend with each other, new 
metal, a water tanker and and grader so it 
got quite exciting at times on the narrow 
road. Some of the 57 cars got lost and a few 
were quite irate, but in the end, I think the 
majority worked it out and enjoyed the run. 
Results
Post 60s 
Alan & Shaaron Price  1967 Vauxhall Victor 101.
Post War
Paul & Cathy Collins +  
Rita Jorgensen  1951 Chrysler Windsor 
Deluxe
Post Vintage
Tim & Cheryl Cant 1938 Chevrolet Master 85
Vintage
Leon & Brenda Salt  1928 Ford Model A
Highest Points Overall
Leon & Brenda Salt

A work in progress is James Lawrie’s 
immaculate restoration of his 1937 Chrysler 
roadster, this is progressing well. It was 

suitability of their vehicles for the Pioneer 
Section. All you have to do is ask. See you 
in March next year on the West Coast. 

Wellsford: Lanchester and Buicks.

APOLOGY
The editorial committee wish to 
apologise to the family and friends of 
Jim Donald for the publication of an 
incorrect photograph of Jim with his 
obituary in issue 323. 
Jim was a founder member of the club 
and we are sorry for any concern this 
may have caused.

Beaded Wheels

66 Beaded Wheels



 Beaded Wheels 67

www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz 
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden

P 03 314 4422 M 027 221 8092 A H 03 314 4992

Classic and Vintage Restorations

AMERICAN

CARS

ENGLISH

CARS

NoRtH CANtERbuRy

AutoMotIvE REPAIRS Ltd

MotoRCyCLES



Supporting a standout 
rally in 2016.

Vero are proud to be the major sponsor of the  
2016 International Festival of Historic Motoring
We’re also extremely proud that over 40% of VCC members have chosen to insure their house,  
contents or car with Vero.  Remember, your membership enables you to receive comprehensive  
cover and tailored policies at specially negotiated rates.  Plus, with every new policy taken out,  
we’ll make a contribution to your VCC branch.

For more information about our VCC policies 
or for a quotation call us today on

or email cis@vero.co.nz

  0800 658 411


