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ASHBURTON 
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND 
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA  
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY 
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8443 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO 
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY 
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282 
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo 
Whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH 
237 Stanners Road, RD2  Kerikeri 
0295 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE  
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE  
PO Box 329, Gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY  
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA  
PO Box 458, Levin 5540 
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 
KING COUNTRY 
C/- 34 House Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU  
PO Box 385 
Palmerston North 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH 
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON  
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND  
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO 
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE  
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO  
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA  
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY  
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND  
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO  
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa, 
Balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO 
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI  
C/- 118A Carrington St, 
New Plymouth 4310 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO 
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO  
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE  
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA 
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI  
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON 
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH 
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST  
C/- 92 Dommett Esp,  
Greymouth 7802, 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2014.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED 
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
always welcome. 
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available 
information to:  
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141.  
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2014.

PRESIDENT 
John Coomber  
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION 
Paul Collins 
09 423 7888  nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION 
Alon Mayhew 
03 443 7030 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER 
Michael Lavender  
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR 
Rod Brayshaw 
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD 
Tony Haycock 
03 980 6755  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Ed Boyd 
06 348 4547  mgmt3@vcc.org.nz

Tony Bartlett 
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST 
Marilyn McKinlay 
03 349 6951  bmm45@uclive.ac.nz

Thise image has been supplied to us by Peter Nightingale. There is no 
information available on the origin of the photograph, the vehicle or 
the location. We would be keen to hear from any readers who may 
have any relevant information.
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Spectacular sunshine and motoring in the 
north, see page 32. 

Check out our marketplace for this 
racing beauty, it won’t be available for 
long, see page 40.
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The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history. It is to these people, who 
appreciate the fascination of age, the individuality 
and the functional elegance of vehicles from a 
bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. By way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
reinforced rubber beads, which fit into the rolled 
edges of the wheel rim. This style of wheel was a 
distinctive feature of early motoring being used 
on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars and most 
motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ adopted 
the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly club 
magazine in March 1955 which was the successor 
to the monthly Guff Sheet.
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the magazine of The Vintage Car Club of New 
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Part II of John and Judy Callesen’s 
involvement in the recreation of the 
famous Alpine Trial, see page 10.



president’s 
message

Welcome to this first issue of Beaded 
Wheels for 2014. This is an important 
year for the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand Inc. as we commence a series of 
60th anniversaries around the country. 
The Otago Branch of the VCC was the 
first branch to be formed on 19 July 1954, 
and the Wanganui Branch was formed on 
25 November 1954. In November that year 
the Auckland Veteran and Vintage Car 
Club was formed, later becoming a branch 
of the VCC under our constitution in 
May 1959, and on 20 December 1954 the 
Southland Vintage Car Club was formed, 
later becoming the Southland Branch on 
29 September 1959. A VCC centre at 
Timaru was formed in October 1955, with 
full branch status conferred in August 
1957. The third branch to be founded was 
the Canterbury Branch on 4 August 1956.

Wanganui Branch celebrated their 
anniversary year with the Burma rally held 
on 18 January. We were represented at this 
event by Diane and Geoff Quarrie, Ed and 
Hinemoa Boyd and our North Island Club 
Captain Paul and Kathy Collins. Otago 
Branch celebrated their anniversary over 
the weekend of 25/26 January with the 
60th Dunedin to Brighton Veteran rally. 
This special event is the oldest Veteran 
rally held in the southern hemisphere. 
I was privileged to attend this year and 
presented 50 year badges to Colin Winter 
and Earl Preston. Earl originally joined the 
Otago Branch, and he and Rose rallied 
their newly restored 1915 Swift. Colin 
drove the 1900 Wolseley which was driven 
on the first rally by his father, and has 
entered every Dunedin to Brighton rally 
since.

The first eight vehicles to leave the 
Octagon were all participants in the first 
rally in 1955. Gavin Bain brought the 1915 
Humber, which had been driven on the 
first rally by Life Member Molly Anderson. 
John Palmer, who was Secretary/Treasurer 
of the Club from 1967–1972, and our first 
Archivist, drove his 1912 Unic, which he 
drove on the first rally. This is probably a 
record which would be hard to beat. John 
was awarded third place for his category 
and he told me that he also achieved third 
place on the first rally. How about that for 
consistency and perseverance. My travel 
to the Octagon was courtesy of Neil and 
Noni Rooney in their 1914 Buick. I felt 
quite useful, as a couple of times we stalled 
in traffic, and I had to push to restart the 

as we see it

In Beaded Wheels issue 97 of December 
1975 the editor’s column, simply titled 
Editorial Comment, had this to say about 
the Branch Notes section (now called Idle 
Torque) of Beaded Wheels. 

“The editorial committee have been 
taken to task by one Branch for chipping 
their notes, written in some detail and 
no doubt with some thought. We believe 
in Branch notes, but feel some direction 
could help. Rough rules would be as 
follows: 
1.  No well-wishing and waffle.
2.  Not too much reference to the weather.
3.  No history writing, (that is trying to 

catch up on previous issues which were 
missed), an apology for lateness should 
be sufficient. 

4.  Do not cover Branch AGM elections 
in detail, this largely concerns the 
Branch themselves and there are other 
channels for reporting to National 
office. 

5.  Not too much reference to pub crawls, 
it gives a bad image.”

It seems not much has changed over 
the last 39 years as those rules are similar 
to the guidelines available to our Branch 
Reporters in the Branch Manual. It is 
true that because of space issues we need 
to limit Idle Torque contributions to 250 
words and it does concern us when we 
have to shorten some of our reporter’s hard 
work to fit within the guidelines. 

If, as I believe it is, the purpose of a club 
magazine is to provide communication 
channels for members and other inter-
ested persons then the contribution made 
by our Branch Reporters is invaluable in 
providing a connection between branches 
and members. Because of this your current 
Beaded Wheels committee also believes in 
Idle Torque in exactly the same way as 
the committee did 39 years ago. After all, 
Beaded Wheels would be much less than 
a club magazine without the Idle Torque 
section and consequently of much less 
value to our readers.

I sometimes think that our reporters are 
not accorded the respect they deserve for 
taking on this, sometimes, thankless task. 
Maybe you could express your appreciation 
to them of the work they do on your behalf 
as you see them around at meetings and 
on rallies.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

car. Stuart Moore drove me to Brighton in 
his delightful 1911 twin cylinder Clement 
Bayard. There was a large crowd in the 
Octagon and the cars were lined up as 
if for a Le Mans start, but we no longer 
expect the drivers in their eighties to run 
to their cars. The streets of Dunedin were 
lined with people waving at the cars, and 
the look of joy on their faces reinforced 
to me the importance of the objectives of 
our club and sharing our hobby with the 
public. We joined a carnival at Brighton 
and the public could look at the cars and 
talk to the owners. My return trip was 
made in the back of the 1918 twin six 
Packard Landaulette owned by Robert 
and Lynette Duncan of Wanaka. What 
a privilege to travel in such comfort and 
luxury to Knox College, where we enjoyed 
afternoon tea. The presentation of trophies 
was made on Sunday at Glenfalloch before 
entrants left to return home. A number of 
people travelled great distances to attend 
this event. Paul and Judi Lamb brought 
their 1905 Star from Carterton, and 
John and Judy Callesen drove their 1915 
Cadillac on a tour from the Manawatu, 
and would complete 1,300km on return 
home. Congratulations to Tony and Jane 
Devereux and the team for running such a 
memorable event, and thanks to Mark and 
Nicola Wilkinson for hosting me.

On 19 January our National Archive 
received some very important speed 
records. The 1955 world speed records 
achieved by Bob Burns and Russell Wright 
for Motorcycle under 1000cc and the 
sidecar record were donated to our archive 
for safekeeping. The records were achieved 
on a modified Vincent Black Lightning on 
Tram Road North Canterbury. Bob’s son 
Stuart was present with Alistair McLaren 
who had kept the records safe over the 
years, Ray Shearman, Neville Baker from 
the Vincent owners club, Kerry Swanson 
who organised the event, and Phil Garrett. 
Phil, who along with Glenn Hayward as 
the Flying Kiwis Sidecar Team, set the 
New Zealand and World speed records for 
motorcycle and sidecar combination on 
12 July 2005 on the Chertsey Kyle Road 
near Ashburton. These records have also 
been donated and will be available to view 
by appointment. Phil is attempting a new 
record at Bonneville in August with a bike 
he is currently building.

John Coomber
National President
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FEBRUARy  
 7-9 Banks Peninsula Enzed Classic Race Meeting 

Levels
 8 Auckland Annual Veteran Rally
 8 Canterbury Boot Fair
 8 Waimate Wallaby Rally
 8-9 E Bay of Plenty East Coast Rally
 9 Waitemata Ellerslie Concours
 14-16 Gisborne Three Rivers Rally
 14-16 Waikato Motorcycle Tour Weekend
 16 Auckland Bert Cuthbertson Motorcycle 

Event
 16 Nelson Motueka Museum &  

Alan Moss Memorial Run
 16 Horowhenua Club Run Teddy Bear Picnic
 16 Rotorua Chairman’s Run
 16 Wanganui Sunday Run
 21-23 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally plus Weekend
 22 Ashburton Club Captain’s Night Run
 22 Canterbury Back Country Run
 22 Gore Festival Rally
 22 Nth Otago All British Day
 22 Sth Cant Chairman’s Rally
 22 Wellsford/Warkworth Swap Meet
 23 Auckland Club Run
 23 Bay of Plenty End of Month Run
 23 Gisborne Club Run
 23 Northland Beach Run
 28-2 Sth Otago Weekender based at 

Hampden

 MARCH  
 1 Canterbury Moped Run
 1 Southland Veteran Rally
 1-2 Manawatu 50th Ruahine Ramble
 2 Canterbury Rear Wheel Brake Rally

 2 Sth Cant Mystery Run
 2 Wellington Triangular Veteran Rally
 2 Wellington Southward Open Day
 2 Wellsford/Warkworth Mike Brown Memorial 

Trophy Event
 2 Waikato Vintage Venture
 8 Canterbury Commercial Run
 8-9 Northland VCC Run with Hudson Club
 8-9 North Shore Summer Saunter
 8-9 Wairarapa Rex Porter Rally
 8-9 Waitemata Roycroft Trophy
 9 Gore Frank Robson & Clearwater 

Caper Runs
 14 Horowhenua Ted Green M/C Rally
 14-16 Ashburton Nth Canterbury Cruise
 15 Banks Peninsula Regularity Event Ruapuna
 15 Sth Cant Mid Island Rally
 15-16 Canterbury Jim Toohey Motorcycle Run
 16 Auckland Annual Vintage Muster Rally
 16 Nelson Club Sunday Run
 16 Rotorua Club Run
 16 Southland British Motorcycle Day at 

Mandeville
 16 Wanganui Sunday Run
 19-23 Waikato National Veteran Rally
 21-22 Bay of Plenty Annual Rally
 22 Horowhenua Swap Meet
 23 Gore Ladies Run
 23 North Shore Posh Picnic
 23 Wellington Twilight Run
 29 Waikato Mooloo Meander
 30 Ashburton Trevor and Craig Begg’s Run
 30 Canterbury Annual P Group Rally
 30 Gisborne Club Run

 APRIL  
 5 Sth Cant Swap Meet
 6 Wairarapa Club Captain’s Run
 6 Wellington Gymkhana
 11-17 Nelson 50th Anniversary Rally and 

Tour
 12 Far North Brian Parker Rally

 12 Nth Otago Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial 
Motorcycle Rally

 12-13 Wanganui 32nd Castrol Motorcycle Rally
 12-13 Canterbury Autumn Two Day Run
 13 Gore Swap Meet
 13 Nth Otago Ngapara Hill Climb Event
 13 Rotorua Night Run
 13 Sth Cant All American Day
 13 Waitemata Indian Summer Run
 18-21 Ctrl Hawke’s Bay NI Easter Rally
 18-21 West Coast SI Easter Rally
 26 Canterbury Scooter Run
 27 Bay of Plenty End of Month Run
 27 Northland Combined Swap Meet
 27 North Shore Northern Raid Rally

 MAy  
 3 Ashburton Swap Meet
 3-4 Wairarapa Motorcycle Reliability Run
 4 Manawatu PV and PWV Rally
 4 Waitemata Grasskhana
 10 Southland Waimea Motorcycle Rally
 10 Waikato Prizegiving Night
 10-11 Otago Rally of Otago
 11 Bay of Plenty All British Car Show
 11 Canterbury Rural Run
 11 Nelson Restoration of the Year & 

Gymkhana
 13 Far North Club AGM
 15 Waimate AGM
 17 Canterbury Quiz Night
 17 Gore Night  Trial
 17 Southland PW/P60v Rally
 17-18 Northland Motorcycle Run
 18 Rotorua Club Captain’s Run
 18 Sth Cant PV / PWV / P60 / P80 Rally
 18 Waikato Training Run
 18 Wanganui Sunday Run
 25 Bay of Plenty End of Month Run
 25 Canterbury Parts Shed AGM
 25 Canterbury Motorcycle Rough Run
 25 Waitemata Drive, Dine, Movie

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS

VCC National Events
National Veteran Rally Waikato 19-23 March
Nth Island Easter Rally Central Hawke’s Bay 18-21 April
Sth Island Easter Rally West Coast 
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VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns 
National Office Manager

Annual Subscriptions
Subscription Time Again!
The annual subscription for VCC 

Membership has been forwarded to all 
current financial members. To receive 
the discount of $11.50, payment must be 
received by the National Office no later 
than 20 March 2014. If you don’t receive 
your invoice then please let your Branch 
Secretary know before the end of February 
so they can advise the National Office. 
You don’t want to miss out on the discount 
because the postman has lost your renewal. 

Members who have not paid by 1 April 
2014 will show as unfinancial.

Membership cards are forwarded to 
financial members in April. Please advise 
National Office now if you have changed 
your address or sold/purchased any vehicles. 

The option is given for payment direct 
into the club’s bank account. Please 
remember, you must put your membership 
number as the reference for the payment.

Credit Card Payments to National 
Office 

We accept Visa/Mastercard. Please note 
that all credit card payments incur a bank 
fee of 3%.

Any payment made direct into our bank 
account (which is available to all existing 
members and existing Beaded Wheels 
subscribers) is free. Just remember to put 
your subscription number down as the 
reference. This is important as it clearly 
advises us of who the payment is for.

Historic Race Licence 
Members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that it has not expired. To renew your 
licence forward $23, along with your VCC 
HRL number or old HRL card, to the 
National Office and it will be updated.

Discounts on Interislander and 
Bluebridge Ferry Crossings

All financial members of the VCC 
of NZ (Inc.) can obtain a discount with 

Interislander and Bluebridge. You must 
show your membership card. The codes 
are:

Interislander – WH5465
Bluebridge – ANTIQUECAR

VCC ID Card Renewals
The National Office will automatically 

send out a renewal form for any financial 
member holding a VCC ID Card three 
months in advance. Please remember that 
these must be signed by your branch before 
they are forwarded to the National Office.

Executive Meeting
The next executive meeting will be held 

on 15 March in Auckland. Should you 
have any item you wish to be discussed by 
the executive, please advise your branch 
chairman or delegate.

Transfering your membership 
between branches?

The relevant forms must be completed. 
These can be obtained through your 
branch secretary. Branch levies do vary 
between branches so the fee may vary from 
the annual subscription notice forwarded 
in February if you transfer after this time. 

NZ Post Addressing Changes
If your address changes, please ensure 

the VCC National Office is advised. 
Changes can include anything from an 
change in rural delivery code, to a change 
in what NZ Post say a suburb is and in 
some cases, there have even been changes 
by NZ Post where they may no longer 
call an area by the same name (some 
Manukau addresses are now Auckland). 
New Zealand Post are tightening up their 
delivery criteria and will not deliver incor-
rectly addressed mail. Beaded Wheels issue 
325 had a record number of returns to the 
National Office which all required calls to 
members/subscribers and resending.  

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local branch contact 
details, or contact your local branch directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

Nicola Wilkinson 
Rally Director 2016

Happy New Year – I hope you were 
able to find time to take your toys 
out of the garage and go for a drive 
or three. It’s hard to believe that the 
International Festival of Historic 
Motoring is less than two years away 
which means that this year the organ-
ising committee will be finalising 
quite a number of activities in time for 
registrations to begin.  Dunedin gets 
busy during January as we are one of 
the destinations for the cruise ships 
so some daytime activities won’t be 
finalised until we know their schedule 
for 2016. This should be available by 
October this year. The rally routes 
should be completed by the middle 
of the year as we need to have them 
checked for traffic management and 
then have time to make any adjust-
ments as required. 

Last November the Special 
Olympics New Zealand National 
Summer Games were held in Dunedin 
and were a great success. What 
does this have in common with our 
event? Well, two things – firstly the 
games village was based at the Edgar 
Centre which is the same venue as 
the Festival Village and secondly – 
the Games Director was none other 
than our Event Manager Aaron 
Joy.  Aaron was impressed with the 
set up at the venue for the Special 
Olympics and could see areas that 
can easily be incorporated into our 
planning. I’ve seen a photo of the 
Special Olympics opening ceremony 
and it looked spectacular so I’d 
recommend branches dust off their 
branch banners as we would like to 
have them on display.

DUNEDIN NZ
2016
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Companion Car Update
Thank you to Roger Power for your 

kind comment and information on the 
Rockne badge. Since that article on 1920s 
American Companion Cars I have seen 
the full-size badge listed for sale and also 
the Marmon Roosevelt badge in the larger 
format proving that Marmon did belatedly 
realise that Teddy Roosevelt’s image was 
too obscure. The late attempt to identify 
the Roosevelt as a Marmon did not boost 
sales, resulting in the demise of this 
companion car, immediately reincarnated  
as the Marmon 70.

There was one make that I neglected 
to include in V8s Before Henry, despite 
writing notes on it. The Pilot Motor Car 
Co had its genesis in the Seidel Buggy Co 
of Richmond, Indiana; its name chosen by 
George Seidel as he harboured a lifelong 
yen to be a river boat pilot. Four cylinder 
cars were produced from 1909 joined by 
a six in 1913, both using Teetor engines. 
The fours were dropped in 1915 and for 
1916 only a 55hp V8, almost certainly a 
Herschell-Spillman product,  was offered 
alongside three six cylinder models. This 
was clearly yet another small maker noting 
Cadillac’s record V8 sales and attempting 
to cash in. Oddly enough, as the V8 model 
was usually numero uno, Pilot’s prestige 
model for 1916 was their 6-75 series, two 
cylinders less but 20 more horsepower. 
Like so many other small manufacturers 
Pilot Motor Co. was mortally wounded by 
the 1921 recession leading to bankruptcy 
in 1923.

Kevin Casey
Dunedin

Stirring up the past
The centre page spread of the Oct/

Nov Beaded Wheels No 324 got me really 
excited! Was this MG PA my beloved first 
car?

I was a Timaru lad of 19 in 1954 when 
I fell in love with the sporty lines of the 
black MG PA at Brown Wood Motors 
and I purchased it for £250. The story in 
Beaded Wheels mentioned short Timaru 
ownership so thought “that’s me” as I did 
not know of any other black MG PA in 
Timaru.

Like Colburne Wright, the first New 
Zealand owner, I sent off to the MG Works 
UK for a spare part; an oil seal for the up 
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front generator, and this was airmailed out 
in a few weeks. Thinking back I met up 
with Christchurch MG car club members 
mostly with their post war TFs. My old 
school mate George Dennison, known to 
many car fans in Canterbury, was a clever 
and enthusiastic mechanic who kept my 
PA tuned up and on the road.

Whether or not I was once the owner 
of the featured MG PA the story has 
revived memories of my youth and first 
sporty car and I often joked that the MG 
was the only car I ever owned and sold at 
a profit.

Bryan Walker
22c Chatsworth Road
Upper Hutt  5019
beverley.walker @ xtra.co.nz

Photo Recognition
The photos taken in Australia, in 

Dave Richardson’s mailbag letter, Beaded 
Wheels 325, I think are of the remains of 
a Bullnose Morris Oxford or Cowley made 
up until 1926. They had ¾ elliptic rear 
springs and wide rear brake drums that 
housed two sets of shoes for hand and foot 
brakes. It looks like the Hotchkiss engine 
fitted to early Morris cars right through 
to 1932. Visible on the side of the block 
is a hole where the Smiths carburettor 
was bolted on the exhaust manifold, (not 
visible) which would have been on the 
left hand side. The domed mudguards also 
would be correct for a Bullnose Morris.

Clive Gardner.
Katikati.

Info Found
In answer to your mailbag corre-

spondent Dave Richardson in Beaded 
Wheels 325.

The vehicle is a 1925 or 1926 Bullnose 
Morris. The tube across the front chassis 
dumb irons confirms this date as it was 
added in 1925 when 4 wheeled brakes 
were fitted as standard equipment.

I have a 1924 Morris Cowley  Bullnose 
tourer.

Snow Benge

Magazine Title
As a new member to the VCNZ 

Auckland Branch I am writing with 
response to possibly changing Beaded 
Wheels title.

I don’t know what percentage of 
Veteran and Vintage vehicles make up 
most of the club. Perhaps more Vintage?

Do Vintage vehicles have Beaded 
Wheels? The title historic motoring could 
leave out in true definition motorcy-
cles, commercial vehicles, buses, trucks, 
coaches, charabancs. Not many or any of 

these people would say they “motored by” 
but “travelled by”.

Are stationary engines included in 
the Vintage Car Club? I would imagine 
they would be part of the Historic Vehicle 
Authority NZ, in the same way as in UK 
“Historic Propulsion” gives a wide range 
definition spectum.

All vehicles mentioned have one thing 
in common, they are history makers. 
Bearing in mind the need to encourage 
interest in historic vehicles by young men 
and women to enable the club to move 
forward and expand into the future, to 
keep New Zealands history alive, as of 
course these people are the future. Perhaps 
historic vehicles as a title if not by any 
other word, may be acceptable by most 
people. Ross B Jowett’s idea as in his letter 
is a brilliant one well worth considering.

Ken Braddon
Ed Note:
To answer the questions posed by Ken 
Braddon we advise:
•	 There are more Vintage than 

Veteran vehicles owned by club 
members

•	 Beaded edge tyres were all finished 
by the mid ‘20s so all or most 
Veterans used them but after 1924 
no Vintage cars used them.

•	 While many members will own 
stationary motors the VCC does 
not have a category for these as the 
focus is on vehicles and motoring.

Bits and bobs
I thought two photos may be of interest 

to Beaded Wheels readers. The Cadmans 
vehicle was on a pole on the Great 
South Rd, Auckland and it was adver-
tising Cadman’s Parking Station in Greys 
Avenue, Auckland.

The second photo is of Jos Hudson’s 
Model T truck going to Snells Beach. 
Note the numberplate, Rodney County 
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Council 155. My mother and brother are 
on the back. Jos later had a C cab built by 
the local blacksmith in Warkworth.

John Phillips

Cat Comments
When recently reading John Price 

Williams’ excellent book Riley The 
Legendary RMS I learnt a lot about 
these cars. John mentions that Jaguar 
made 30,000 MkVIIs over the seven year 
production run. In Britain we knew a 
high percentage went to the USA.

Considering hard times experienced 
after the war this was a good number 
of luxury cars. The introduction of the 
XK120 Jaguar led to massive orders. As a 
result a lot of acclamation for the MkVIIs 
vanished.

In Bill Cockram’s article Full Circle 
Beaded Wheels 296, he mentions his 
MkVII registration number AN7385 
was supplied new on 24 August 1956 for 
£1,998.10 At that time the few available 
in Britain to the lucky few cost more 
than £2,000, often secondhand. My dad’s 
MkIX sold new in 1959 for £1,999.

My dad, the car’s third owner, paid 
£850 with 80,000 documented miles on 
the clock. These Jaguars in Britain had 
the nickname of the poor man’s Bentley. 
They certainly were well engineered and 
craftsman-built luxury saloons at very 
keen prices. The XK engines were used 

in all Jaguars from certain models, one of 
the finest of its type ever made.

Ken Braddon

Any use?
Could someone identify this gearbox? 

It may be gold to somebody. It has square 
drives (splines) front and rear. Been shed 
stored. Not rusty.

Ian Crew
Phone 03 327 7345

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by 
Graeme Rice

timelines

100 yEARS AGO

1914 – Mr Walkley, draper, advertised 
splendid new lines of motorists’ clothing 
for autumn and winter in the Horowhenua 
Chronicle. He was specially providing for 
the ladies with a wide range of rainproof 
or tweed coats, motor hats, scarves and 
mufflers. Ladies who obtained their 
motoring requisites from Mr Walkley not 
only paid surprisingly low prices but knew 
they’d be able to venture out for a joy ride 
without catching a chill. 

75 yEARS AGO

1939 – One month after David Crozier Ltd 
of Christchurch assembled their 1000th 
900cc Austin Big Seven on 3 February, 
Austin built the last Seven. Introduced at 
Claridges on 21 July 1922, 291,000 chassis 
were produced in the following 17 years. 
Herbert Austin was confident his peoples’ 
car would be a success as he believed the 
British would not stand any nonsense and 
it was no use to attempt to sell the worker 
anything that wasn’t genuine. 

50 yEARS AGO

1964 – Motor magazine tested two six 
cylinder 3 litre cars with wooden trim, 
confusing toggle switches, a 90mph cruise, 
a maximum over 100mph and 17 to 24 
mpg. Austin-Healey’s 150bhp 3000 Mk III 
was accelerated to 30mph in 3.6 seconds, 
60mph in 9.6 seconds and cost £1223. 
Costing £600 more, the refined 119bhp 
Rover 3 litre coupe took almost twice as 
long to accelerate, but was 60 centimetres 
longer, 10cwt heavier, had room for four 
and enabled conversations at over 75mph.

30 yEARS AGO

1984 – What a great move by Toyota to 
ask the capable and respected ex Grand 
Prix driver Chris Amon to test its new 
front wheel drive cars and suggest modifi-
cations to their suspension. The result, 
with firmer ride, uprated springs and front 
and rear stabiliser bars, were cars with very 
pleasant handling. Even better was the 
fitting of Amon badges. If hitherto we had 
been a tad conservative and not sure about 
fwd, how could we resist buying a car with 
that badge?

SMOKIN’ HOT MORRIESMOKIN’ HOT MORRIE
The next time you hear someone say what 
you been smokin? – think of the four ladies 
who arrived late in the Morrie 8 for the 
2013 Waikato Ladies Rally.
The ladies, not the Morrie, were coughing 
and spluttering and complaining of smoke 
and a strange odour. Some gentleman 
came to the rescue and lifted the bonnet 
to find hubby had left a rubber handled 
screwdriver on the block. 
Good on you Jeremy for prepping the car 
for them

8 Beaded Wheels



Two English companies, Riley and 
Rudge-Whitworth, were in the 
forefront of this development. 

Riley
In 1907 Percy Riley decided that the 

current methods of attaching the tyre to 
the wheel by removable rims which were 
held on by various means of bolts and 
clamps was both clumsy and dangerous 
and decided to design a better system for 
their new 1907 9hp car. He designed a 
completely new wheel which could be used 
as either the front or the rear wheel. It 
was pegged and held onto the hub by 
one central locking nut. He patented the 
locking device on 30 June 1908 but not the 
wheel or the concept of a removable wheel. 
This lack of foresight was to cause trouble 
in later years. However the 1907 9hp twin 
Riley was the first production car in the 
world to be fitted as standard with detach-
able wheels. The 1907 catalogue made the 
following statement:-

“This wheel is carried on the car perma-
nently by a suitable fixing arrangement 
and in the case of a puncture the spare 
wheel replaces the punctured one. The 
average motorist can remove the wheel 
and fit the spare in a minute or so. The 
advantage of this arrangement over others 
is at once apparent when it is considered 
that the change is quite permanent and 
not merely a makeshift attachment”

In 1908 the Riley brothers, Victor and 
Stanley, decided to redesign Percy’s wheel 
as they considered it was a bit light for 
the larger 12/18hp twin they were now 
manufacturing. They obtained patents for 

this new design on 30 June 1908. Their 
design had a spring pawl which engaged 
on a ratchet as the nut was screwed into 
the hub. A special spanner depressed this 
pawl to enable the nut and the wheel to 
be removed. Further improvements were 
made in 1912 and also patented. Riley’s 
detachable wheels were very popular with 
other car manufacturers with 182 other 
companies either fitting Riley’s detach-
able wheels as standard, or offering them 
as an optional extra. Most manufacturers 
who used these wheels put their own name 
plate on the hub nut, often giving no 
recognition to Riley the maker. Although 
the majority were wire spoked, wooden and 
steel artillery wheels were also available. 

The demand was such that a separate 
company was formed in 1912 just to manu-
facture wheels, with the Riley brothers 
seriously considering concentrating wholly 
on the manufacture of wheels, and ceasing 
car production. Fortunately they continued 
manufacturing cars. 

Serious competition was now coming 
from Rudge-Whitworth, and in the U.S.A. 
Goodyear was also experimenting with 
various designs.   

Rudge Whitworth
Rudge Cycles was originally founded 

by Daniel Rudge, a cycle manufacturer in 
1869, based in Wolverhampton. He was 
associated with John Pugh who had estab-
lished Whitworth, a factory manufacturing 
nuts and bolts. In October 1894 the two 
companies merged and moved to Coventry 
to form Rudge Whitworth Cycles, concen-
trating on the new Safety Cycle. They 

also became involved in motorcycle 
manufacturing producing their first Rudge 
motorcycles in 1911. In 1907 the company 
experimented with detachable automo-
tive wheels, producing their first wheels 
in 1909. Unlike the Riley wheels they 
were splined and not pegged and relied 
on a large winged hub-nut to hold the 
wheel on. They endeavored to obtain the 
patent for “A detachable wheel”, not a 
locking system. Riley’s patents were only 
for the locking method not the wheel. 
Rudge Whitworth ran into problems with 
Riley over their patent applications and 
this created ongoing court battles between 
Victor Riley and John Pugh which resulted 
in seriously restricting Rudge’s production. 
Finally in 1914 it was settled following 
a session before four Law Lords which 
ended in a ruling in favour of Riley. On 
the way home Victor Riley and John Pugh 
accidentally found themselves travelling in 
the same railway carriage compartment. 
Discussion arose about the decision and 
both men decided that enough was enough 
and with the shake of a hand both decided 
to take no further action and concentrate 
on assisting with the war effort. 

The Survivor
The ironical conclusion was that Rudge 

Whitworth wheels survived and Riley’s 
wheels did not. The Rudge name survives 
to this day as a bicycle manufacturer under 
the ownership of Raleigh Cycles, whose 
present owner is EMI the record company.

 
 

BW

Solving the 
Puncture 
Problem

Words Ivan Taylor

Punctures were an ongoing problem 

and many ways of making the 

inevitable changing of the tyre, or the 

repairing of the tube much easier were 

invented. Probably the biggest advance 

was the development of the detachable 

wheel where a complete spare wheel 

was swapped instead of having to 

repair the flat tyre on the roadside. 
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We are again travelling in John 

Kennedy’s 1922 Rolls-Royce 

re-enacting the 1913 Alpine Trial 

competed for by the great car 

marques of the time. John and wife 

Rae are driving their 100 year old 

ex-James Radley Rolls-Royce that 

completed the 1913 Trial. Prior to 

the re-enactment, Rolls-Royce Motor 

Cars flew their 2013 Alpine car and 

John’s 1913 car to the Shanghai Motor 

Show; such is the status of his car.

Continuing the Alpine Trial under 
the 20-Ghost Club umbrella.

After the Stelvio Pass we 
travelled by ourselves the 200km down 
to Riva Del Garda. It was seven hours of 
driving, hardly reaching top gear and an 
extremely hot day.

The next day I drove David the 
photographer out of town following John 
Kennedy in his 1913 Alpine Rolls-Royce 
for about an hour heading towards where 
the other tour by the RREC (Rolls-Royce 

Enthusiasts Club) would be coming with 
40 Silver Ghosts from St Moritz. At 
various sites we stopped to take photos 
of them. Here I had our only puncture on 
tour, while stationary.

Later in the afternoon we returned 
to line up for the largest gathering ever 
of Rolls-Royce Silver Ghosts, about 85 
in all. What a sight that may never be 
repeated. A highlight was that the four 
Rolls-Royces that toured with us for 35 
days in the South Island in 2006 were at 
this event, so it was great catching up with 
everyone. They were still talking of the 
back country stations we went through 
alongside Veteran Cadillacs.

That night we had another gala dinner, 
sponsored by Rolls-Royce, for both tour 
parties. The guest being the Duke of 
Gloucester, who also had a drive in John’s 
car. After dinner Rolls-Royce Motor Cars  
put on a spectacular 20 minute fireworks 
display from a barge that reverberated off 
the hills around the harbour.

The Alpine trial continued and a trial 
is the best way to describe it. We wound 
our way around Europe spending most 
of the day driving bends, following as 
closely as possible the original 1913 Alpine 
Route, very rarely getting into fourth gear. 

We travelled through villages with very 
narrow cobblestone streets where another 
vehicle couldn’t pass us. We could only 
just get around the corners and that went 
on all day. Do that for 200 kms a day with 
your left hand driving a 2.5 tonne car 
and your right forever changing gear or 
using the hand brake lever for the inner 
rear brakes going down hill and the body 
knows it. 

At least the navigation problem was 
eased as we now had a Sat Nav that 
worked. The Sat Nav people had their 
techys in the USA and Germany working 
on the software problem but as time was 
critical their guy went up to Munich 
to pick up fifty older type models, and 
returned to input our tour route. These 
were only loan units until the end of the 
tour as we were to keep their latest one. 
I had a session with him to obtain New 
Zealand maps for it, which turned out to 
include Australia as well. 

As we toured we often had John’s car 
in front with journalists on board and 
occasionally behind us was Rolls-Royce’s 
2013 Alpine car. In amongst that was 
the motorbike camera crew. Occasionally 
Torsten Mueller-Oetvoes, the chief 
executive of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, and 

Centenary of the Famous 
Alpine Trial
Part Two

Words John Callesen 
Photos Judy Callesen, James Lipman for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd.

Rolls-Royce Alpine Centenary Ghost at the 20 Ghost Club Alpine Trials, Riva del Garda, Italy. 21 June 2013
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board member Richard Carter toured with 
our group. These were long days as we got 
to our room at 11pm and had the car ready 
again by 7am breakfast.

We found in Italy that a lot of petrol 
stations are self-serve but won’t take 
chipped bank cards. You have to put in 
euro notes the correct way or lose them! 
While touring we noticed it was rare to 
see a Japanese made car. VW are the most 
prominent followed by BMW and Audi.

Another high pass we were to climb was 
the Pordoi. After winding our way through 
about a thousand cyclists to the base of 
the Pass we discovered it was closed for a 
cycle race. John sorted out a detour and the 
organisers had to quickly reroute the rally 
as most cars were still at their hotels. For 
the next four hours we drove a long way 
up a twisting pass and 20 kms down the 
other side in first and second gear. I asked 
Judy “What matches this in New Zealand?” 
She reckoned the Crown Range from the 
Queenstown side. Now picture doing that 
for four hours up and down with hundreds 
of motorbikes coming past and some cars 
and that was us. Judy said the scenery was 
stunning and I replied I’d see it in photos 
later as I’m only looking at the road! She 
called the motorbikes bumble bees. Usually 

they are touring in groups of 4 to 20 so 
they came past in swarms.  

At this stage of the tour I was strug-
gling to know which country we were in, 
as we seemed to be coming across closed 
down border posts of Austria, Italy and 
Slovenia. The EU is one big country now.

For the last week we struck a lot of rain, 
especially late afternoon when it hoses 
down as it does in Fiordland. We slowed 
right down and could still hardly see. We 
were always on secondary roads which 
were quite rough having repairs on top 
of repairs. Very exacting driving, to the 
inch. We hugged the guard rails while 
trucks hugged the rocks and we hoped we 
didn’t meet. We travelled a lot through 
trees and also next to streams at times.  
Two cars were now out of the tour. Friends 
we had made, who now might be coming 
out to Dunedin in 2016, had an engine full 
of water so were now travelling with us.

We absolutely loved Croatia. They 
really turned it on for us as they were 
about to join the European Union that 
weekend. We had three receptions, a car 
parade, brass bands, and good food. 

One of the things we really noticed in 
all these countries was how clean all the 
villages, towns and cities are. No leaves, 

never ever saw paper lying around, not 
even on the roadsides, and no old cars lying 
around. It made us reflect on New Zealand.

We headed from Croatia into Slovenia. 
We were at the car by 6.15am and arrived 
in Bled at 6pm at the Grand Hotel Toplice, 
which looks out over the Slovenia rowing 
lake. An absolutely spectacular view. Tour 
notes said that it was too dangerous to 
stop and unload luggage outside the hotel 
and that there was not enough parking 
so all cars would have to park at the 
back of another hotel. Shuttle buses would 
then run us and our luggage to the hotel. 
Security had to be on hand to look after 
the cars and we walked back and forwards 
the 15 minutes each way to service them.

Another issue we had was the language. 
Everything was in a foreign language for 
us. I mean everything. All signage on 
roads or on shops. Luckily some menus had 
a bit of English. So the Sat-Nav would say 
“turn right” in English “and then onto…” 
this big long 20 or 30 syllable foreign name 
that meant nothing to us and that name 
never seemed to exist on a sign anyway. 

Next highlight was the Loibl Pass, 
which is the pass John Kennedy researched 
and found 20 years ago that was part 
of the original 1913 route. It is a closed 

Ph
ot

o 
Ja

m
es

 L
ip

m
an

 

Typical village streets we toured through.

John Kennedy’s car with 2013 Alpine Rolls-Royce at the Shanghai Motor Show.
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road, gravel, and up to 28 degrees up and 
down. It was opened for us and graded to 
smooth it out a bit. Only 15 of our 46 cars 
attempted it. We started on the Slovenia 
side and it was even steeper on the other 
side, which goes down into Austria. The 
2013 Alpine Rolls-Royce went up but not 
down the other side, due to the deep water 
courses. They can raise the car 1½" by 
pushing a button. 

The guys were on strict instructions 
to be back at the hotel on time to escort 
our wives to a Royal reception. Edward 
and Sophie were introduced and I spoke 
to him about rugby and the fact that he 
had a period of teaching at Wanganui 
Collegiate. This was the first time on tour 
we had the car parked up by 5pm.

With two days to go they threw a 
420km journey at us to let us feel like the 
original drivers.

As the tour was drawing to a close I 
managed to have a 15min drive in the 
Blue 2013 Alpine Rolls. The following 

report by a motoring correspondent on 
tour with us best describes my drive. 

“Satellite-aided transmission helps to 
make the car feel more responsive, based 
on Sat-Nav info. It knows whether a 
junction, roundabout or hill is coming 
up, and selects the appropriate gear. 
The 6.6-litre twin-turbo V12 engine is 
as muted and smooth as ever, providing 
searing pace in near silence. The steering 
is light but responsive enough that you 
can easily drive down narrow roads with 
confidence and even have fun while doing 
so. The ride, meanwhile, is pillowy soft.” 
Judy rode in it the last day to Vienna, seat 
massages and all!

Once again it was pretty tough getting 
back into Vienna. We missed the welcome 
back due to filming that delayed us.

Since walking around Salzburg on 
day two of the tour we hadn’t had a day 
off. The two allocated free days were the 
Stelvio Pass day and the Loibl Pass day 
which were optional and which we were 

never going to miss. Thus we ended up 
doing 15 days on end, 3,200kms in all.

The final dinner was another black 
tie gala occasion. We said goodbye to a 
number of couples who are interested in 
coming out to tour with us in 2016 taking 
in Dunedin.

After such a full-on tour most cars were 
trucked back to the UK. Thanks to John 
and Rae for the use of their car, this tour 
sure was one to tick off the bucket list even 
though I’m really into Veteran Cadillacs. 

After the tour we rested up for a week 
with Judy’s sister at their holiday home on 
Giglio Island, off the coast of Italy. This 
was another highlight of the trip for me 
as that is where the Costa Concordia liner 
sits. On returning to the mainland a black 
Mercedes corporate car drove us 1½ hours 
down to Rome airport at 200kph and we 
weren’t on an autobahn! Not a highlight 
for Judy when thinking of Princess Diana.

We now look forward to more touring 
in New Zealand. BW

John and Judy Callesen ready to meet royalty.

Name on the bow speaks for itself, Costa 
Concordia.

John Kennedy advises the Chief Executive of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars how to drive his 100 year old car.
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Vintage Finance

Or would you like to use your
Automobile as Security for

a Personal Loan.

Want a
Vintage Car
or Motorbike

Enquiries: Ph: 09 827 0017 - kiwimoney@vodafone.co.nz
Kiwi Personal Finance Ltd 

- Registered Financial Service Provider
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It is possible that one day during the 
1925-1935 decade, on a Canterbury 
country highway, the pilot of a F.2B 

Bristol fighter brought his machine low 
over the speeding rider of an SS100 Brough 
Superior and challenged the motorcyclist 
to a race. Possible, because there were 
some envied owners of Broughs about at 
that time, and because the New Zealand 
Permanent Air Force, and later the Royal 
New Zealand Air Force, had F.2B Bristols 
operational from Wigram from 1919 to 
mid-1936. 

But even if that event never happened 
on the Canterbury plains, it did not really 
matter, because such a race did take place 
in Lincolnshire in England. The motor-
cyclist was Aircraftman T E Shaw, better 
known as Lawrence of Arabia, and even 
better he set it down in writing, one of the 
finest descriptions I know of a motorcycle 
ride which became a unique race. 

The chapters here are taken from 
Lawrence’ posthumously published The 
Mint, a subjective account of his life as an 
“erk” in the Royal Air Force, 1922-1935, 
where he rode a SS100 Brough Superior. 

My copy of The Mint, a 1975 reprint 
of the unexpurgated edition originally 
published by Jonathan Cape in 1955, is 
scarce in New Zealand, and, from enquiry, 
little known in Veteran and Vintage 
motoring circles. Lawrence authored 
Revolt In The Desert and The Seven Pillars 
Of Wisdom which were internationally-
acclaimed. The Times Literary Supplement 
noted of The Mint - “May well be judged to 
contain some of his finest writing.” For the 
above reasons, and because it conceivably 
could have happened here, I decided to 
submit his account of a motorcycle ride for 
publication in Beaded Wheels.

A note on Lawrence’s background:
Born in Wales in 1888, Thomas 

Edward Lawrence graduated with first class 
honours from Jesus College, Oxford, and 
became an archaeologist in the Middle 
East. A member of the university officer 
training corps, he made a military survey 
of the Negev Desert prior to the outbreak 
of WWI, was commissioned and posted to 

the intelligence staff in Cairo, fought with 
Arab irregular and regular forces against 
the Turks and gained the respect of Arab 
leaders. Lawrence returned to England 
with the rank of Colonel, advocated 
independance for the Arab nations, 
attended the Paris Peace Conference as a 
member of King Faisal’s delegation, and in 
1921 was an advisor to Winston Churchill 
in the Colonial Office. 

Lawrence became disenchanted with 
both the fame thrust upon him and his 
inability to effectively assist the Arab 
people, and in 1922 joined the Royal Air 
Force as Aircraftman John Hume Ross. 
Exposed, and forced out of the service, 
he changed his name to T E Shaw and 
in 1923 joined the Royal Tank Corps. 
Unhappy there, he was re-admitted to 
the RAF in 1925 and posted to B Flight 
at Cranwell College, Lincolnshire. It was 
from Cranwell, where he served from 
August 1925 to December 1926, that 
he made the motorcycle journey on the 
SS100 Brough Superior which he called 
Boanerges, described below. 

(Lawrence’ journey was not purpose-
less. In modern-day terms, it allowed the 
scholar in him to unwind after a day of 
often menial tasks. Also, it gave him the 
opportunity of purchasing quality food at 
good rates for the benefit of his RAF hut 
comrades, a treat they obviously much 
looked forward to. The race with the 
“Brisfit” was a bonus.)

THE ROAD 
“The extravagance in which my surplus 

emotion expressed itself lay on the road. 
So long as the roads were tarred blue and 
straight; not hedged; and empty and dry, so 
long I was rich. 

Nightly I’d run up from the hangar, 
upon the last stroke of work, spurring my 
tired feet to be nimble. The very movement 
refreshed them, after the day-long restraint 
of service. In five minutes my bed would 
be down, ready for the night: in four more 
I was in breeches and puttees, pulling on 
my gauntlets as I walked over to my bike, 
which lived in a garage-hut, opposite. Its 
tyres never wanted air, its engine had a 
habit of starting at second kick: a good 
habit, for only by frantic plunges upon the 
starting pedal could my puny weight force 
the engine over the seven atmospheres of 
its compression. 

Boanerges’ first glad roar at being alive 
again nightly jarred the huts of Cadet 
College into life. ‘There he goes, the noisy 
bugger,’ someone would say enviously in 
every flight. It is part of an airman’s profes-
sion to be knowing with engines: and a 
thoroughbred engine is our undying satis-
faction. The camp wore the virtue of my 
Brough like a flower in its cap. Tonight 
Tug and Dusty came to the step of our 
hut to see me off. ‘Running down to the 
Smoke, perhaps?’ jeered Dusty; hitting at 
my regular game of London and back for 
tea on fine Wednesday afternoons. 

BROUGH V BRISTOL FIGHTER
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Boa is a top-gear machine, as sweet in 
that as most single-cylinders in middle. 
I chug lordily past the guard-room and 
through the speed limit at no more than 
sixteen. Round the bend, past the farm, 
and the way straightens. Now for it. The 
engine’s final development is fifty-two 
horse-power. A miracle that all this docile 
strength waits behind one tiny lever for the 
pleasure of my hand. 

Another bend: and I have the honour 
of one of England’s straightest and fastest 
roads. The burble of my exhaust unwound 
like a long cord behind me. Soon my speed 
snapped it, and I heard only the cry of 
the wind which my battering head split 
and fended aside. The cry rose with my 
speed to a shriek: while the air’s coldness 
streamed like two jets of iced water into my 
dissolving eyes. I screwed them to slits and 
focused my sight two hundred yards ahead 
of me on the empty mosaic of the tar’s 
gravelled undulations.

Like arrows the tiny flies pricked my 
cheeks: and sometimes a heavier body, 
some house-fly or beetle, would crash into 
face or lips like a spent bullet. A glance at 
the speedometer: seventy-eight. Boanerges 
is warming up. I pull the throttle wide 
open, on the top of the slope, and we 
swoop flying across the dip, and up-down 
up-down the switchback beyond: the 
weighty machine launching itself like 
a projectile with a whirr of wheels into 
the air at the take-off of each rise, to 

land lurchingly with such a snatch of the 
driving chain as jerks my spine like a 
rictus. 

Once we so fled across the evening 
light, with the yellow sun on my left, when 
a huge shadow roared just overhead. A 
Bristol Fighter, from Whitewash Villas, our 
neighbour aerodrome, was banking sharply 
round. I checked speed an instant to wave: 

and the slipstream of my impetus snapped 
my arm and elbow astern, like a raised 
flail. The pilot pointed down the road 
towards Lincoln. I sat hard in the saddle, 
folded back my ears and went away after 
him, like a dog after a hare. Quickly we 
drew abreast, as the impulse of his dive to 
my level exhausted itself. 

The next mile of road was rough. I 
braced my feet into the rests, thrust with 
my arms, and clenched my knees on the 
tank till its rubber grips goggled under my 
thighs. Over the first pot-hole Boanerges 
screamed in surprise, its mud-guard 
bottoming with a yawp upon the tyre. 
Through the plunges of the next ten 

seconds I clung on, wedging my gloved 
hand on the throttle lever so that no bump 
should close it and spoil our speed. Then 
the bicycle wrenched sideways into three 
long ruts: it swayed dizzily, wagging its tail 
for thirty awful yards. Out came the clutch, 
the engine raced freely: Boa checked and 
straightened his head with a shake, as a 
Brough should.  

The bad ground was passed and on the 
new road our flight became birdlike. My 
head was blown out with air so that my 
ears had failed and we seemed to whirl 
soundlessly between the sun-gilt stubble 
fields. I dared, on a rise, to slow imper-
ceptibly and glance sideways into the sky. 
There the Bif was, two hundred yards and 
more back. Play with the fellow? Why not? 
I slowed to ninety: signalled with my hand 
for him to overtake. Slowed ten more: 
sat up. Over he rattled. His passenger, a 
helmeted and goggled grin, hung out of the 
cockpit to pass me the ‘Up yer’ RAF randy 
greeting.  

They were hoping I was a flash in the 
pan, giving them best. Open went the 
throttle again, Boa crept level, fifty feet 
below: held them: sailed ahead into the 
clean and lonely country. An approaching 
car pulled nearly into its ditch at the sight 
of our race. The Bif was zooming among 
the trees and telegraph poles, with my 
scurrying spot only eighty yards ahead. I 
gained though, gained steadily: was perhaps 
five miles an hour the faster. Down went 

Words Max Avery with extracts from “The Mint” by T.E. Lawrence reproduced with 
the permission of  The Seven Pillars of Wisdom Trust, UK.BROUGH V BRISTOL FIGHTER

…  I have the honour of one  
of England’s straightest and fastest 
roads. The burble of my exhaust 

unwound like a long cord  
behind me.   …
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my left hand to give the engine two extra 
dollops of oil, for fear that something was 
running hot: but an overhead Jap twin, 
super-tuned like this one, would carry on 
to the moon and back, unfaltering. 

We drew near the settlement. A lone 
mile before the first houses I closed down 
and coasted to the cross-roads by the 
hospital. Bif caught up, banked, climbed 
and turned for home, waving to me as long 
as he was in sight. Fourteen miles from 
camp, we are, here: and fifteen minutes 
since I left Tug and Dusty at the hut door.

I let the clutch in again, and eased 
Boanerges down the hill, along the tram-
lines through the dirty streets and up-hill 
to the aloof cathedral, where it stood in 
frigid perfection above the cowering close. 
Our God is a jealous God: and man’s 
best offering will fall disdainfully short of 
worthiness, in the sight of Saint Hugh and 
his angels.  

Remigious, earthy old Remigious, looks 
with more charity upon me and Boanerges. 
I stabled the steel magnificence of strength 
and speed at the west door and went in: to 
find the organist practising something slow 
and rhythmical, like a multiplication table 
in notes, on the organ. The fretted, unsat-
isfying and unsatisfied lace-work of the 
choir screen and spandrels drank in the 
main sound. Its surplus spilled thoughtfully 
into my ears.  

By then my belly had forgotten its 
lunch, my eyes smarted and streamed. Out 
again, to sluice my head under the White 
Hart’s yard-pump. A cup of real chocolate 
and a muffin at the teashop: and Boa and 
I took the Newark road for the last hour of 
daylight.  

He ambles at 45 and when roaring his 
utmost, surpasses the hundred. A skittish 
motor-bike with a touch of blood in it 
is better than all the riding animals on 
earth, because of its logical extension of 
our faculties, and the hint, the provoca-

tion, to excess conferred by its honeyed 
untiring smoothness. Because Boa loves 
me, he gives me five more miles of speed 
than a stranger would get from him.  

At Nottingham I added sausages from 
my wholesaler to the bacon which I’d 
bought at Lincoln: bacon so nicely sliced 
that each rasher meant a penny. The solid 
pannier-bags behind the saddle took all 
this and at my next stop, a farm, took 
also the felt-hammocked box of fifteen 
eggs. Home by Sleaford, our squalid, purse-
proud, local village. Its butcher had six 
penn’orth of dripping ready for me. For 
months I have been making my evening 
round a marketing, twice a week, riding a 
hundred miles for the joy of it and picking 
up the best food cheapest, over half the 
countryside.

A THURSDAy NIGHT  
The fire is a cooking fire, red between 

the stove-bars, all its flame and smoke 
burned off. Half-past eight. The other 
ten fellows are yawning in a blue haze of 
tobacco, two on the chairs, eight on the 
forms, waiting my return. After the clean 
night air their cigarette smoke gave me 
a coughing fit. Also the speed of my last 
whirling miles by lamplight (the severest 
test of riding) had unsteadied my legs, so 
that I staggered a little. ‘Wo-ups, dearie,’ 
chortled Dusty. ‘More split-arse work 
tonight?’ It pleases them to imagine me 
wild on the road. To feed this flight-vanity 
I gladden them with details of my scrap 
against the Bif.  

‘Bring any grub?’ at length enquires 
N*****, whose pocket is too low, always, 
for canteen. I knew there was something 
lacking. The excitement of the final dash 
and my oncoming weariness had chased 
from my memory the stuffed panniers of 
the Brough. Out into the night again, 
steering across the black garage to the 
corner in which he is stabled by the fume 

of hot iron rising from his sturdy cylinders. 
Click, click, the bags are detached; and I 
pour out their contents before Dusty, the 
hut pantry-man. Tug brings out the frying 
pan, and has precedency. The fire is just 
right for it. A sizzle and a filling smell. I get 
ready my usual two slices of buttered toast.  

N***** turns over the possibilities. 
‘What are eggs?’ he asks. I do a lightning 
calculation: penny ha’penny. Right: he 
chooses one egg. Rashers are a penny. Two 
of them and two dogs, at tuppence. He 
rolls me his sixpence along the table. ‘Keep 
the odd ‘un for fat,’ he murmurs. The 
others choose and pay. Selling the stuff 
is no trouble: we have run this supper 
scandal among ourselves all the winter, the 
canteen food is dearer, though not dear; 
and much less tasteful than these fruits of 
our own fetching and cooking. And you 
have to queue up there, for ten minutes, to 
be pertly served.  

Paddy, the last cooker of tonight, cleans 
the pan for tomorrow by wiping out its 
dripping on a huge doorstep of mess-deck 
bread. Later we’ll see him put his bread to 
belly use. ‘Old grease-trap’ Tug calls him, 
rallyingly. Meanwhile the gramophone 
plays jazz stuff to charm down the food. My 
brain is too dishevelled after a hard ride 
to be fit for string-music, its dope of a wet 
evening. For tonight I am drowsy drunk on 
air. Lights out finds us all willing to sleep. 
Tomorrow the golden eagle moults on us.”


In those two short chapters Lawrence 

encapsulates both his social strata and 
contemporary motorcycling at its best. He 
has voluntarily descended from the lofty 
rank of Colonel to be an Aircraftman, 
hands-on with aircraft maintenance, yet 
can afford what was probably the most 
expensive motorcycle in England at that 
time. Information sources contain factual 
contradictions relating to his motorcycles 
and his whereabouts in the 1920s.

According to the Michael Yardley 
biography of T.E. Lawrence, Backing Into 
The Limelight (Harrap Ltd., London, 1985), 
he arrived at Cranwell on August 24, 1925, 
and to avoid publicity resulting from the 
publication of The Seven Pillars of Wisdom, 
applied for service abroad and sailed from 
Southampton for Karachi on December 
7, 1926. He was stationed in India (some 
say on the North-Western Frontier) until, 
because of claims that he was involved 
in espionage, the RAF returned him to 
England on February 2, 1929. Lawrence 
was then posted to Cattewater RAF flying 
boat base near Plymouth, where he became 
involved in developing high-speed rescue 
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launches, and also worked on the British 
seaplane entry for the 1929 Schneider 
Trophy competition. 

Wikipedia (under Brough) has 
Lawrence owning eight Brough motor-
cycles from 1922 until his death in 1935 
(although a Wikipedia entry under 
Lawrence allows him only seven.) 
Wikipedia claims he called the first 
Brough (1922) Boanerges and named 
subsequent machines George. Writing of 
his race with the Bristol fighter, Lawerence 
called his mount Boanerges and noted that 
it was powered by a twin-cylinder overhead 
valve JAP engine with a 7:1 compres-
sion ratio and capable of developing 52 
brake horsepower. This would make it one 
of the 383 SS100 (Super Sports) Brough 
Superior motorcycles produced by George 
Brough between 1924 and 1940, many 
of which were powered by John Alfred 
Prestwich’s highly-regarded V-twin 1000cc 
engine. Those specifications would have 
been common to all but the two early 
Broughs owned by Lawrence in 1922 and 
1923. biographer Yardley notes that the 
writer George Bernard Shaw and his wife 
Charlotte gave Lawrence a brand new 
Brough as a home-coming present in, 1929 
– perhaps George VI, registered UL656, 
referred to by Wikipedia. 

In late 1932, according to Yardley, 
Lawrence/Shaw, then at Southampton, 
was taken off his special duties following 
publicity given his personal crusade for 
the improvement of RAF rescue tenders, 
but reinstated early in 1933, and spent his 
final two years with the service attached 
to civilian boatyards and working in 
civilian clothes. On February 26, 1935, 
Aircraftman Shaw, alias Lawrence of 
Arabia, resigned from the RAF  after 12 
years service. On May 13, 1935, while 
riding a Brough Superior  SS100, regis-
tered GW2275, Lawrence crashed near his 
Clouds Hill home by Bovington Camp 
in Dorset, fractured his skull, and died 
on May 19 in Bovington Camp hospital. 
GW2275 is preserved in the Imperial War 
Museum, London. 

T E Lawrence was apparently never 
known to wear a crash helmet, and it is 
perhaps a little known fact that one of the 
doctors who attended him, neurosurgeon 
Hugh Cairns, began a study of motorcycle 
dispatch riders who died through head 
injuries, which resulted in the use of crash 
helmets by military and civilian motorcy-
clists. The Lawrence legend lives on.  

 BW

(Will any VCC of NZ member own up to 
a bash with a Brisfit 80 years ago?)
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Friday, 25 October, 2013, saw the culmination of three 

years planning as entrants for the Fourth National 

Commercial Rally began rolling into Gisborne. 

They were welcomed to the district by Mayor Meng Foon 
who declared the rally open. We were also pleased to 
welcome President John Coomber and his wife Christine, 

who had travelled to the rally from Hawke’s Bay with Geoff and 
Diane Quarrie in their 1930 Ford Model A bus. 

Saturday morning saw the entrants set off from the rally 
headquarters at the Showgrounds Event Centre on the first 
section of the run which would take them to Tolaga Bay for a 
break before continuing on to the lunch destination at Anaura 
Bay. The short run took entrants directly to Tolaga Bay, while 
the long run took a loop through the Waiomoko, Wharekiri and 
Panikau Roads before heading back on to the East Coast highway. 
It was a glorious day and the sea a deep blue. The Model A bus 
was left behind at headquarters after a blown head gasket was 
diagnosed just before departure, so the crew were transported on 
the rally in modern vehicles courtesy of Tony Bartlett and Ian 
Wells. The 1920 Model TT truck with on-board organ owned by 
Ian and Fay Chamberlain developed ominous noises on the first 
section and was trailered for the rest of the rally.

After the break all vehicles set off on the final section to 
Anaura Bay, travelling up the Tauwhareparae Road and then 
into Paroa Road before exiting on to the main road again at 
Mangatuna. The view as we crested the hill before descending 
into the bay was magnificent with picturesque Motuoroi Island 
just off-shore. 

Once man and machine had been fed and watered we returned 
to Tolaga Bay to view the historic wharf which has been under-
going repairs over the past few years. This was the official end of 
the rally, and many of the entrants took the opportunity to walk 
out to the end of the wharf before returning to Gisborne in their 
own time. A barbecue dinner at rally headquarters, with some 
humorous anecdotes from Doug Curtis concluded the day.

Sunday was an open day for public viewing, and while some 
entrants took part in the gymkhana others had the choice of 
taking a ride on the restored 1897 steam train Wa165 or the 
restored MV Takitimu, believed to be the oldest operational pilot 
vessel in New Zealand. The final dinner in the evening had 80 
people sitting down to a camp oven dinner. It was good to have 
one of our founding members, Joe Webber and wife Merle, join 

keep 
on 
truckin’ 
Fourth National Commercial Rally 
Gisborne, 25-28 October 2013

Words Rodney Clague; Photos Tracey McMillan, Graeme Revell

John Sisson’s 1956 Chevrolet
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keep 
on 
truckin’ 
Fourth National Commercial Rally 
Gisborne, 25-28 October 2013

Words Rodney Clague; Photos Tracey McMillan, Graeme Revell

Dennis Milne, 1930 Austin Seven VanJohn Chynoweth's 1917 Buick travelled from Oamaru to Gisborne via the 
East Cape

Some admire Bruce Hutton’s 1919 Dodge Fire Engine, while a diagnostic team offers advice on the woes of Geoff Quarrie’s 1930 Ford Model A bus, and 
National President John Coomber, Dianne Quarrie and Christine Coomber ponder the situation. A blown head gasket proved to be the culprit, and was 
replaced in time for the team to return to Hawke’s Bay

Doug and Alan Curtis, 1945 
Chevrolet

John Sisson’s 1956 Chevrolet, Rob Watchorn’s 1956 Chevrolet 1300, Murray Firth’s 1931 British Bedford W.

Gavin Harris and navigator, 1918 
Ford T

Graeme Revell, 1965 Bedford J1 Amuseument at the awards evening.
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us for the evening which concluded with the presentation of 
trophies. The Club’s newest branch, Central Hawke’s Bay, won the 
Sun Alliance Trophy which is presented to the branch with the 
highest percentage of members attending a National Rally.

We were pleased to have three entries from the South Island, 
two from Oamaru (John Chynoweth, 1917 Buick, and John 
Adamson, 1956 Karrier S/W), and one from Leeston (Gerald 
Taylor, 1946 International), as well as entries from as far afield as 
Dargaville in the north and Wellington in the south.

RALLy RESULTS - SECTION WINNERS
Veteran  
John Chynoweth 1917 Buick EX45
Vintage 
Dennis Milne 1930 Austin Seven Van
Post Vintage
Doug Curtis 1945 Chevrolet Utility 
Post War 
Robert Watchorn 1956 Chevrolet 1300
Post 60 
Maurie Crowe 1961 Vanguard Ute
Post 80
Terry Pidduck 1982 Toyota Dyna
Place Short Run 
Robert Watchorn  1956 Chevrolet 1300
Place Long Run 
Doug Curtis 1945 Chevrolet Utility
Overall Rally Winner 
Robert Watchorn 1956 Chevrolet 1300

NATIONAL TROPHIES
Sun Alliance Trophy
Presented to Central Hawke’s Bay Branch This trophy is presented the Branch 
with the highest percentage of members attending a National Rally.           
Allied Petroleum Trophy  Overall Winner 
Robert Watchorn 1956 Chevrolet 1300
Volvo Truck Trophy  Winner most original truck 
John Perich 1954 Thames ET6
Volvo Bus Trophy  Winner Concours d’elegance 
Colin Shoebridge 1936 Chevrolet Pickup 
Watchorns Motor Museum National Commercial Trophy 
Presented to Graeme Revell. 
This trophy was presented by Robert Watchorn, and is for the most 
commendable effort in the preservation of commercial vehicles.

Mark and Sue Dunn, 1925 Ford Model TGavin Harris' 1918 Model T raceabout sported a commercial deck for the weekend. Seen here passing 
through Tolaga Bay.

Doug Curtis, 1945 Chevrolet.

Murray Firth’s 1931 British Bedford.

Graham Manson’s 1947 International KB1 at the Tolaga Bay wharf.
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Cold Case Warms Up
Words and photo Bill Cockram

Never underestimate the recall 
of Beaded Wheels readers. After 
running out of leads in my hunt 

for the fates of the two missing Jaguar 
XK120 dropheads, I tried a last appeal in 
the mailbag of issue 324 and Bernie Wills 
of Katikati produced a gem of information.

Bernie had been an apprentice on the 
Whakatane Beacon in 1964 and remem-
bered a front page story and picture 
covering the crash of a Jag sportscar on 
Ophope Hill near Whakatane. Bernie’s 
recall was doubly credible because his 
parent had been in a car on the scene of 
the accident after being overtaken by the 
Jaguar. A letter to the Whakatane Beacon 
seeking help from readers soon produced 
responses; including calls from both the 
driver and the passenger in the ill-fated 
XK120.

The owner was Bob Moore of 
Whakatane. He’d bought the car from 
a dealer in Hamilton in May 1963 and 
he was able to confirm it was indeed the 
cream drophead pictured with the Cold 
Case article in Beaded Wheels 315 when 
in the ownership of Jack Schoen. In the 
accident, which totally wrecked the car, 
Bob and his passenger Kerry Plamus were 
thrown clear and were lucky not to sustain 
serious injuries. The Whakatane Beacon’s 
report of September 1964 makes dramatic 
reading:

Under the heading – “Two youths 
have miraculous escape from death” – the 
Beacon story went on to tell how two 
19 year olds in their late model English 
sportscar hurtled diagonally down a 
60 foot bank and crashed in flames. They 

were thrown through the canvas roof of 
the car as it plunged over the bank.

An eyewitness said the sportscar passed 
him on the Ophope Road. It veered to the 
right knocking down three marker posts 
and showering him with splinters. The 
car then hurtled nearly 100 yards through 
the air, hit a mound and somersaulted, 
throwing out the two occupants. It landed 
on top of a fence engulfed in flames with 
twin horns blaring.”

Bob Moore was able to tell me the 
crashed car was obtained by a Rotorua 
wrecking company which passed on the 
intact motor to a stockcar enthusiast. 
Kerry Plamus remembered the interesting 
fact that the accident report had filtered 
through to the Truth newspaper. Truth’s 
angle on the story was a side issue to 
the then current debate on mandatory 
seatbelts. It pointed out that had the two 
men been belted in to the soft-top Jag 
and not been thrown clear when the roof 
catches sprung, then they probably would 
not have survived the crash and fire. 

So, armed with the fact that the Jag’s 
motor moved on to a stockcar at Rotorua, 
the next step was tracing that stockcar 
builder, Ross Baker. Ross now lives in 

Australia but he was able to tell me that 
the original 3.4 litre motor was bored out 
to 3.8 litres and powered a machine that 
looked a bit like an E-type. Ross’ other 
claim to fame is as developer of the fibre-
glass bodied Heron sportscars.

After Ross Baker the XK powered 
stockcar moved to Te Puke where it was 
acquired by Ross Orr. The question now 
is – what happened from Te Puke? I’m told 
Ross Orr is no longer with us, but does 
anyone recall a Jag–powered car in his 
ownership or where it may have ended up?

Ideally it would be nice to prove the 
motor is the same unit known to have been 
united with an alloy bodied XK120 that has 
returned to England. Should that be the 
case then it leaves open the very remote 
possibility that there could still be an intact 
drophead out there to be rediscovered. If 
not, then it proves conclusively the motor 
in the UK car is from that other missing 
drophead and so both cars met terminal 
fates early in their lives. End of story.

It’s over five years since I began 
researching the missing pair of identical 
cars and there can’t be many bits of the 
puzzle left. Beaded Wheels readers have 
been generous in providing many leads 
to help me this far, and it looks likely Bay 
of Plenty and Waikato districts still hold 
the clues to nail the final chapter. I am 
indebted to all of you who have responded 
and look forward to more calls if any 
of this new information triggers further 
memories and leads.

 
BW
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… The car then hurtled nearly 100 
yards through the air, hit a mound 

and somersaulted, throwing out the 
two occupants. It landed on top of a 
fence, engulfed in flames with twin 

horns blaring   …
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Following the success of the 2005 

movie The World’s Fastest Indian, the 

Southland Motorcycle Club created 

the Burt Munro Challenge to honour 

him. Since the inaugural event in 2006 

it has gone from strength to strength. 

Now one of New Zealand’s major 

motorsport events, with strong local, 

national and trans Tasman interest,  

it has the relaxed feel of a good  

Manx Grand Prix.  

Time magazine voted it one of the top 

10 events to see in 2013 and it should 

be on everybody’s bucket list.

The Burt Munro Challenge is a four 
day motorcycle festival, including 
a rally, based around Invercargill. 

It starts with hill climbing on Thursday 
and includes beach racing on Friday, 
circuit racing and speedway on Saturday 

and culminates on Sunday with arguably 
the highlight of the event, the Wyndham 
street races. Racing covers 15 classes from 
Pre ‘63s with girder forks to super motards. 
The rally runs from Thursday through 
to Sunday and is held in a large field 
close to Oreti beach. There is entertain-
ment provided throughout the four days 
including a Toy Run to Wyndham on 
Sunday morning. There is also a concur-
rent classic bike display organised by the 
Southland Branch of the Vintage Car 
Club.

The seven classes for Classics and 
Post Classics attract a very diverse entry 
of racing machines and riders including 
Dave McKenzie’s 1948 Triumph Grand 
Prix, Paul Carr’s 1962 BSA B40 350, 
Malcolm Pearce’s 1933 Royal Enfield 
1140 and Wayne Affleck’s 1979 Kawasaki 
Z1300. The mixed grids and ages of the 
machinery make for entertaining racing 
and riders are encouraged to compete in 
more than one event. Last year’s Munro 
Family Trophy winner was local boy Rhys 
Wilson who competed in all five events on 

either his 1937 500cc Rudge Ulster or 1927 
500cc dirt track Rudge.

Thursday was the Bluff Hill Climb, a 
1.4km blast up the side of the Bluff Hill. 
The track is a normal road with large drop 
offs and rock faces, which winds it way 
around the hill with a few short straights, 
a small stream and several challenging 
corners. It caters for pre ‘63, pre ‘82, pre 
‘89, open and quads. The fastest open class 
bikes and 600s do the climb in around 
46 seconds and exceed 245kmh. Andrew 
Drake (on a much modified Venom) 
won the Pre ‘63 class (a 54 second run). 
Steve Scullion on the NZ Classic’s 1949 
Velocette DOHC 500 took a tumble on 
a practice run leaving him and the bike 
with a small amount of damage.

Oreti Beach (as seen in the film) was 
the beach racing venue, five kilometres 
west of Invercargill. A one mile circuit is 
laid out on the beach, with two marker 
posts half a mile apart. The timing of 
the event is driven by the tides, this 
year the races started at 5 o’clock in the 
afternoon. Two years ago it was 9 o’clock 

Burt  
Munro 
Challenge
 November 2013
 Words and photos Stuart Francis, John Cosgrove

Chris Frisken (45) onboard a 1941 Indian Scout chased by Malcolm 
Pearce (79) riding a 1933 Royal Enfield Photo John Cosgrove
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in the morning. The races are an unusual 
mixture of capacity classes, age classes, 
quads and an open endurance race of 
50 miles. Strong winds made the racing 
challenging particularly for the older bikes. 
A sandstorm blew up during the final 
race taking down several sections of catch 
fence and a load of awnings. Only three 
bikes competed in the Pre ‘63, Pre ‘72 
and girder fork classes, Rhys Wilson (1937 
500cc Rudge Ulster) winning the girder 
fork class. There is an ongoing argument 
about whether the beach racing in the 
film went in the correct direction. Modern 
beach racing always goes anti-clockwise 
but pre war and early post war races at 
Oreti beach definitely went clockwise. 
When it changed over is not clear.

Teretonga circuit is 2.64km long and 
shaped roughly like a capital B with the 
bottom loop considerably bigger than 
the top. The long main straight puts a 
premium on horsepower whilst the contin-
ually turning infield puts a real premium 
on handling which makes for very inter-
esting racing. The races are a series of 

four lap sprints, with eight different 
classes ranging from Pre ‘63 girder bikes 
to Formula 3. In the words of the Crowded 
House song we had “four seasons in one 
day”. Racing started with a drenched track 
and hailstones, finishing with a bone dry 
track and people applying sunscreen! 
Colin Tate won both the Pre ‘63 class 
(1962 Norton Dominator) and Pre ‘72 
class (1962 Manx Norton).

Speedway was held at the Oreti park 
circuit, a traditional semi oval track 
408m long. Seven different classes race, 
including sidecars, with one class for 
classic speedway machines, There were 
seven entries in the classic class with 
John Tulley winning on a 1982 GM (in 
a Goden Wiggly frame). This is the third 
time this bike has won the event, previ-
ously ridden by its owner Peter Stenning. 
Rhys Wilson competed on his dirt track 
Rudge finishing in all of his heats.

During the Wyndham Street Races 
(45km north of Invercargill), the whole 
centre of the village is closed off to create 
the street circuit. The circuit is roughly 

triangular but with two of the corners cut 
off, including a sharp lefthander outside 
the pub and a chicane by the petrol 
station. The racers love it. The locals are 
totally involved and spectators get great 
views of the racing. The racing is very 
varied covering 15 different classes of bike 
ranging from Pre ‘63s with Girder Forks 
to Super Motards, with seven classes for 
Classic and Post Classic bikes.  Conditions 
were not bad this year, being slightly 
overcast but with gusty winds. Arguably 
the best race was the final heat of the 
Pre ‘63s with Girder Forks, it turned into 
a really close race between expat Chris 
Swallow (son of Classic TT winner Ken 
Swallow) on his immaculate 1934 500cc 
Velocette works racer and Rhys’ Wilson 
on his battle-scarred 1937 500cc Rudge 
Ulster. Rhys committed style of riding 
meant the lead changed hands a couple 
of times but Chris pipped him to the 
line. Malcolm Pearce on his 1933 Royal 
Enfield 1140 was third. 

The Southland branch of the VCC puts 
on a motorcycle exhibition every other 

Wyndham - The Velocette stable.Wyndham - Andrew Drake (modified Venom).

 Chris Swallow riding ‘Big Velo’, a 1934 Velocette 
works racer.

Wyndham - Australian double amputee Alan 
Kempster with his Formula 3 Kawasaki ZXR 400.

Bluff Hill Climb

Rhys Wilson (36) on his 1937 Rudge Ulster being 
chased by Chris Frisken. Wyndham Street Races. 
Photo John Cosgrove.

Bluff Hill Climb Phil Price 1954 250cc Eldee 
DOHC Velocette.

Bluff Hill Climb - Rhys Wilson 1937 500cc Rudge 
Ulster leaves the line.
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year in aid of local charities. This year it 
was for the local hospice. There was a very 
good selection of bikes, with around 80 on 
display. Most of the bikes were local with 
a couple from Te Anau and Arrowtown. 
The main theme this year was Nortons 
with a wide spread of models ranging from 
a 1923 16H to late model Commandos. 
Besides the Nortons there was an impres-
sive array of other makes; the oldest being 
a 1903 Ariel (it competed in this year’s 
National Veteran Rally), Brough Superior 
680 with Brough Superior sidecar, Vincent 
Black Prince, Hesketh, Harley-Davidson 
Pea Shooter, Henderson 4, Indian 4, 
Scott Flying Squirrel, Suzuki RE5 and 
Neville Hayes’ very rare Indian Daytona 
Scout. The People’s Choice was won by A 
Turner’s superb 1966 Triumph Bonneville. 
Best Norton was D Vorcoe’s 1965 Norton 
Dominator SS and best Veteran was Tony 
Warren’s 1911 Singer.

Another big attraction was the E Hayes 
and Sons hardware store, home of the 
Worlds Fastest Indian. What started off 
as a temporary exhibit of bikes for the 
2006 Burt Munro Challenge has became a 
permanent display, with further bikes, cars 
and old machinery being added over the 
years. The collection now has 31 Veteran, 
Vintage and Classic motorbikes including 
the Crouch Special, nine cars including 
Burt’s 1954 Chev from the film and host 
of other memorabilia, including Burt’s 
“Offerings to the God of Speed”. Besides 
the Indian, the shop is also home to Burt’s 
less well known record breaking Velocette, 
at one stage the world’s fastest Velocette. 
A tired rally goer could sit on a sofa, drink 
a complimentary tea or coffee and watch 
the Roger Donaldson documentary about 
Burt. 

The world famous Bill Richardson 
Truck Museum was also open to the public 
with 247 vehicles on display.

The Munro Family Trophy was deserv-
edly awarded to Australian double 
amputee Alan Kempster. Allan competed 
over the four days in the Formula III events 
on his modified 1991 Kawasaki ZXR 400 
(race number ½ spelt out in bones!). Alan 
was taken off his bike 23 years ago by a 
drunken truck driver who fled the scene. 
Left with massive trauma he was saved 
by prompt actions of a following motorist, 

who gave him a bear hug to slow blood loss 
before medics arrived! Alan took up water 
skiing, becoming Australian Disabled 
Champion three times before returning to 
bikes. Alan is trying to get sponsorship to 
compete at the Isle of Man. Google him, 
you will be amazed. 

Further details of all of the Burt Munro 
Challenge events and video clips from 
previous years racing can be found at 
www.burtmunrochallenge.com

 BW

SVCC Exhibition - AJS 7R and Laverada 750SF.SVCC Exhibition - Humber, Singer.

Teratonga - Start of the Classic Pre 63.

BURT’S BIKING BACKGROUND
Burt (Herbert James) Munro was born in 
1899; he purchased his first motorcycle 
at the age of 15 and bought his first 
Indian Scout in 1920 – the bike he would 
continue to modify (with his own custom 
made unique parts) for the rest of his life. 
After setting a number of New Zealand 
land speed records in the 1940s and 
1950s his next goal was to compete at 
the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah, United 
States. His first trip to Bonneville as a 
competitor was in 1962 (aged 63) and 
there he set a land speed record of 
178.97mph. He travelled there a further 
eight times to compete and set two 
more world records. His 1967 record of 
183.58mph still stands today, and on this 
trip he also managed to hit 190.07mph 

during a qualifying run which is the 
fastest ever recorded speed on an Indian 
motorcycle.
Oreti Beach was a key location for the 
film The World’s Fastest Indian. At around 
26 kilometres the beach provided Munro 
with a testing and racing site for his 
modified Indian motorcycle. In February 
1957 Munro set a New Zealand Open 
Beach record of 131.38 mph at Oreti 
Beach; in 1975 he raised this to 136 mph. 
Teretonga is the southernmost FIA 
approved racing track in the world, the 
circuit has been used and developed since 
the 1940s; in the 1960s it was one of the 
Trans Tasman Series circuits that the F1 
greats competed at. 
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Part 1

Throughout history people have 
sought to decorate their environ-
ment, the first manifestation of 

this being cave drawings which led on to 
personal adornment and the decoration 
of possessions such as spears. Chariots 
can be traced back at least as far as 
the 17th century BC and although we 
tend to associate chariots and Romans 
(blame Charlton Heston in Ben Hur), 
Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians, Chinese, 
Greeks and others predate Roman usage. 
We know from archaeology, drawings 

and writings that these ancient peoples 
decorated their chariots with symbols, 
such as bronze figurines of animals, 

gods and humans, designed to 
invoke the protection of the gods 
and terrify enemies. When the 
Pharaoh Tutankhamun’s tomb 
was opened in 1922, searchers 

found in the treasure his golden 
chariot adorned by a sun-crested 

solid gold falcon statuette. Romans 
used chariots mainly for racing in the 
Circus Maximus rather than warfare. 
Various images of their military chariots 
carry the initials SPQR (The Senate 
and People of Rome) above the Roman 
eagle with outstretched wings, which is 
the obvious source of the very similar 
Duesenberg badge.

Fast forward to 1827, long before 
anyone could imagine personalised 
motor transport, when an Englishman 
produced his drawing of a three-wheeled 
steam carriage complete with a golden 
bird, wings out-stretched, the first known 
depiction of a mascot on a motorised 
vehicle. Lord Montagu of Beaulieu led 
the way when cars did start to chuff 
along the byways, affixing a bronze 
statue of St Christopher, patron of travel-
lers, to the dash of his 1896 Daimler. It is 

unlikely that St. Chris always managed 
to get his Lordship home in the primitive 
Daimler and it is equally unlikely that 
the first known American mascot, by 
L V Aronson in 1909, of an ugly little 
gnome called “Gobbo, god of Good 
Luck” helped the Duryeas, the Haynes 
and the Appersons along their way. 
The mascot started off as a good luck 
“weapon” (as did the ship’s figurehead for 
sailors) but quickly became an expression 
of the owner’s decorative taste, or lack of 
it, and by 1900 their use was spreading 
through the entire motoring world. 

Lord Montagu would not have 
realised he was spawning an industry 
when he mounted St Christopher on his 
Daimler. St Chris is still on that radiator 
performing his protective role today even 
though the Vatican de-canonised him 
in the late 20th century. The mascot 
idea soon hopped the Channel where 
the French, most advanced and enthu-
siastic of early motorists, embraced it 
wholeheartedly. The cost of owning 
and maintaining an automobile was far 
beyond the means of all bar the wealthy 
who could well afford an expensive 
adornment for their new toy, perhaps to 
outdo their peers? The overwhelming 
majority of mascots in these early days 
were French, usually commissioned from 
artists and sculptors and produced in 
rather low numbers, sometimes less than 
five but usually from 50 to 300 examples. 
Artists’ commissions and lost wax 
casting in bronze of a complex design 
meant an expensive product. Many 
mascots had to be cast in multiple parts, 
five or more was not unusual, requiring 
lengthy finishing by silver soldering, 
filing, sanding and polishing leading 
to the best bronzes costing more than 
Lalique’s Victoire at seven guineas. An 
attractive mascot of Mercury and Pegasus 
cast by Rossi Manufacturing (England) 
was priced at an eye-watering 12 guineas 
– you could buy a small used car for that 
money. Most were silver plated, which 
sounds pricey, but when nickel and later 
chromium plating became available, 
silver was the cheapest option. France is 
an art-conscious country and once these 
miniature works of art started to appear 
demand took off. Paris alone had several 
hundred small craft foundry/engravers 
producing masses of bronze fittings and 
ornaments, including mascots. The Ecole 

Kevin Casey

Love them or loathe them, mascots 

have adorned millions of vehicles for at 

least 116 years. Why did they appear 

and who started it all? What is the 

purpose of a mascot? Let’s start with 

the word’s origin. La Mascotte was 

the name of an 1880 French comic 

operetta which, translated into English 

as The Mascot, introduced a word for 

any object, animal or person that brings 

good luck. Mascotte is derived from 

old French masco, meaning witch, also 

from mascoto (spell) and probably 

the Portuguese mascotto, meaning 

witchcraft. Ultimately they 

all come from 

medieval Latin, 

masca (mask, 

ghost, 

witch).

Mascots

Top left: 7/6 for this brass Billiken, 
10/- in twin form

Left: A stone Roman eagle.

Above: Duesenberg’s eagle.

 Beaded Wheels 25



Boulle trained 300 student engravers and 
bronze workers per year from 1920 to 1930. 
Final year students’ best work was entered 
alongside established sculptors’ entries in a 
prestigious mascot competition organised 
by the magazine, L’Auto. The best 
quality mascots were retailed by jewellers 
or emporiums such as Harrods. French 
mascots are generally identified by their 
designer (Bazin, Bofill et al) and carry his 
signature whereas American mascots tend 
to be known by the manufacturer (e.g. 
Stant) and English mascots by the retailer 
such as East London Rubber Co. and 
Brown Bros. whose first catalogue in 1912 
listed 26 designs from 7/- to 52/-. This 
company briefly marketed their own car 
around 1905; perhaps its uninspired name, 
Brown, helped to scuttle it. For those who 
could not manage 7/- the ornament off 
a newel post or ashtray would do the 

trick - not an entirely facetious 
comment as they frequently 
are offered up on the 
internet as mascots.

The English instituted 
a system of registered 
numbers in 1842 to 

afford designers of 
potter y and 
metalware a measure 
of protection 

from plagiarists. It 

was like a cross between a patent and 
copyright requiring renewal every five 
years to a maximum of 15. The number 
on Brown Bros. Elf pictured here shows 
it was registered in 1913. It is a particu-
larly rare version with jewelled eyes, red 
for port and green for starboard. This 
numbered protection may have helped the 
English designers but generally mascots 
were copied with gay abandon and were 
never an improvement on the original. 
François Bazin’s lovely stork that graced 
the Hispano-Suiza from 1920 had many 
imitators but it is impossible to say who 
suffered the most; Lalique, of course, 
Cadillac’s goddess, Franklin’s lion, all 
types of Packard mascot and many more. 
There is always a multitude of reproduc-
tions on the internet, most of them quite 
obvious but not all. If it’s too cheap just 
remember you don’t believe in the tooth 
fairy anymore!

To begin with, motorcar manufacturers 
disdainfully ignored mascots although 
Vulcan was an exception offering their 
blacksmith on both cars and trucks from 
about 1910. Another early car manufac-

turer to adopt their own mascot was 
Dolphin (Sussex, England) who produced 
just twelve cars between 1906 and 1911. 
The best part of this unlamented vehicle 
was the magnificent bronze dolphin 
mascot designed by the famous art 
nouveau architect, Halsey Ricardo. Lord 
Montagu had commissioned his good 
friend Charles Sykes, a gifted artist and 
sculptor, to sculpt a mascot for his 1909 
Rolls as he, Royce and many R-R owners 
were horrified at the often tacky mascots 
seen “gracing” England’s finest. The result, 
a female figure in her flowing diapha-
nous gown with finger on lips, known 
as The Whisper, was posed by Eleanor 

Thornton, Montagu’s secretary and secret 
mistress, who had frequently modelled for 
Sykes. Claude Johnson, a partner and the 
”hyphen in Rolls-Royce”, then commis-
sioned Sykes to produce his graceful Spirit 
of Ecstasy, surely the most recognisable 
mascot of all and the longest in production 
at 102 years (and counting). In the early 
days this mascot was irreverently known 
as “Ellie in her nightie” – a sly dig at 
the illicit relationship. Royce, indisposed 
when the ornament was commissioned, 
never liked the idea of a mascot, refusing 
to fit the flying lady to his own cars as 
he considered it blighted the driver’s view 
of the clean, classical line of bonnet and 
radiator shell.

Rolls-Royce may have influenced 
Armstrong in 1912, Argyll in 1914 and 
others to use a factory mascot but in 
general it was not until the 1920s that 
this “art form” really took off world-wide. 
Certainly the 1922 discovery of King 
Tut’s tomb generated immense interest 
in ancient Egyptian artefacts, the golden 
falcon mascot included. The motorist’s 
desire for a distinctive emblem led to the 
“golden age” of mascots for the next ten 
years or so. Automobile manufacturers 
decided that if their customers were deter-
mined to have a mascot they might as 
well profit by it while adding a certain 
élan to their products. Nearly all started 
supplying mascots as standard equipment 
or an optional accessory; all GM divisions 
in 1926-27, Packard in 1926, Ford in 1928 
for example. Across the Atlantic Rover 
offered them in 1922, Bentley in 1923, 
Minerva in 1925, Vauxhall in 1927. Some 
were truly magnificent, Farman’s Icarus 
and the Moon Motors’ Diana among them 
whereas other manufactures shouldn’t 
have bothered – Daimler, Bentley, Jewett 
and a few more being content to attach 
wings to their initials in a totally boring, 
unimaginative effort. Even more mundane 
were the likes of Maxwell and Dodge 
Brothers who settled for the initials only. 

At the same time thousands of 
accessory mascot designs proliferated; by 
1929 S. Smith & Sons alone had a range 
of over 500 available for the 1.33 million 
cars puttering along Great Britain’s roads. 
A major English mascot manufacturer, 
Desmo, soldiered on until the late 1960s 
while another significant supplier was 
Brown Bros. who started in 1912 with 
twenty-six designs, the malevolent looking 
Billiken among them. Emil Lejeune, a 
Frenchman who immigrated to England 
in 1904, produced his first mascot in 1917 
and by 1929 was described as the world’s 
largest producer, employing 50 staff at this 
time. Lejeune is still operating with a 

Elf with nautical eyes cost 11/6. 12/9 for the red 
version.

Ricardo’s exceptionally rare 1906-12, Dolphin 
mascot. Photo Kay/Springate.

Vulcan, the lame 
god of fire and forge, 
manufacturer of arms 
and armour for gods and 
heroes. His forge is under 
Mt Aetna in Sicily should 
you need something made.
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steadily increasing catalogue of more than 
300 designs. They will produce a one-off 
mascot if you so desire, even in the form of 
a bra as they once did for an American – 
man, I presume. Interestingly enough they 
say that women buy more mascots than 
men, males being inclined to apologise 
saying “it’s for my wife”! In the USA 
demand and the advent of pot metal allied 
with rapid production methods saw a huge 
die-casting industry evolve that included 
such companies as Stant, Ternstedt 
(owned by GM) and Jarvis supplying the 
vehicle industry with low-cost mascots 
that must have numbered in the millions. 
By the mid-1930s a mascot could cost as 
little as 35 cents.

The reader may be wondering why the 
most prolific “mascot” of all has not yet 
been mentioned, although it dates from 
1913. There is much to discuss about the 
Motometer so it will appear later in this 
four part series. 
Part two will cover the fabulous glass 
mascots of Lalique.

METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITe MeTAllING  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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Windsor Rally 
North Otago Branch 

7 December 2013 
Words Kathleen Perry. Photos Maureen 
McNamara & Kathleen Perry

This year’s rally started near the Historic 
Precinct and all three routes did a loop 
through town. There was no clash with 
the annual Santa Parade this year as it had 
been held a week earlier. This meant we 
could happily drive along lower Thames 
Street (part of the main street). All 
entrants travelled through Awamoa and 
back towards Weston to the checkpoint.

Following the car in front was not 
an option as soon the three different 
routes went their separate ways. The two 
tarsealed routes passed the Devil’s Bridge 
Wetlands before going in different direc-
tions to the final destination at the Enfield 

Rugby Grounds. Some of the entrants 
on the long tar sealed route met again 
briefly with entrants on the gravel route at 
Ngapara and again they travelled different 
routes to Enfield. Entrants on these two 
routes had great views from the hilltops of 
North Otago.

Lunch was in brilliant sunshine and 
was followed by field tests. Trophies were 
presented by Alon Mayhew, Club Captain 
Southern Region.

While P60V vehicles were predominant 
the seven commercial vehicles came from 
Veteran, Vintage, Post War Vintage and 
P60V classes and for the first time, entered 
in the P80V class was a 1982 Ford Capri 
coupe. Craig Armiger, one of our new 
members, had his 1911 Clement Bayard 
out to its first Windsor Rally and it won 
the Peoples’ Choice trophy.

47th Arrowtown Run 
Southland Branch 

Words and photos Stuart Francis

Southland Branch’s annual Arrowtown 
Run for motorcycles started in 1967. The 
Run officially starts at Lumsden running 
down the “Devils Staircase” alongside 
Lake Wakatipu, through Frankton and 
then on to Arrowtown. Besides the 
Southland members there are usually 
riders from Dunedin, Te Anau and one 
from Auckland. Most riders start from 
Invercargill and the initial run to Lumsden 
was quite uneventful. 

Thirty-five competitors left Lumsden 
ranging from  Ray McCulloch’s 1911 
Abingdon King Dick to Graham Williams’ 
1925 Henderson 4 and David Sycamore’s 
1976 XS Yamaha with good representa-
tion from each decade and three sidecars. 

rally snippets
326 = 47th Arrowtown 
Run

326 = 53rd Windsor Rally

North Otago: Craig and Tiffany Armiger in their 1911 Clement Bayard. Photo Maureen McNamara.

North Otago: Stephen Hinds with his 1923 Morris Cowley. Vehicles in background are Ralph 
Weir’s 1955 Chevrolet truck and Maurice Mahy’s 1928 Ford Model A.

North Otago: Donna Millar & Nevin Gough with the 
trophies they won competing in Nevin’s 1918 Model 
T Ford. 1st Veteran Time Trial, Longest Distance 
Trailered, 1st Overall Field Tests.

Southland: Arrowtown Run, Graham Williams’ 1926 Henderson 4.
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There were two routes to the lunchtime 
stop; a direct route for the older and slower 
bikes and a longer route for the more 
modern machinery.  

Nevelle Ridd joined us at Garston on 
his Honda Gold Wing. He was late as 
he had to use the emergency kick starter 
after the electric starter apparently failed. 
Wayne Calderwood demonstrated that 
operating the clutch disabled the safety 
interlocks and the bike started on the 
button.

Everybody got to Arrowtown despite 
Mac McGarry’s AJS clutch being rebuilt 
after it fell apart at Frankton. Robin 
Barnes lost a carburettor top and then was 
clipped off his Sunbeam at the Frankton 
roundabout (luckily only resulting in 
minor, damage to both of them) and 
Trevor Barnes’ Sunbeam lost a silencer. 

Sunday morning’s field tests at the 
Arrowtown playing fields were Arthur 
Warren’s usual selection of difficult riding 
tests and an impossible quiz. The prize 
giving, a Ross Ryan and Arthur Warren 
double act, was entertaining with the 
overall prize going to Greg Eunson on 
his 1930 Ivory Calthorpe. The Hard Luck 
Trophy went to Robin and Trevor Barnes’ 
Sunbeams and the Publican’s Choice to 
Dallas Ryan’s 1951 Triumph Tiger 100. It is 
a great pity that this was the last time we 
can use this field. The council have sold 
off the land and developers start building 
on it shortly. 

The recovery team worked overtime on 
the way home with four bikes falling by 
the wayside, Robby Eunson’s 1928 Cotton 
cracked its cylinder, Tony Warren’s BSA 
gradually lost power failing to climb the 
hill before Lumsden (later diagnosed as 

an over enthusiastic oil pump filling the 
engine full of oil), Dallas Ryan broke the 
rocker oil feed pipe on his Tiger 100 and 
the gearbox of Rhys Wilson’s Ariel outfit 
started to play up. I got home to find the 
rear mudguard split around the number 
plate mounting and a sidecar connection 
nut had vibrated off.  

Autospectacular 
Far North Branch 

Words Raewyn Pennell, photos Mike 
Pooley

The 12th Annual Autospectacular 
at Taipa was just that – spectacular 
weather bought in devotees from all over 
Northland and beyond to see the 175 show 
vehicles, 30 motorcycles and 12 commer-
cial vehicles from 2013 models to Adrian 
Garrett’s magnificent 1907 Rolls-Royce, 

Southland: Arrowtown Run, Graham Williams’ 1926 Henderson 4. Southland: Arrowtown Run - Field Tests.

Southland: Arrowtown Run - Ray McCulloch 1911 Abingdon King Dick - Field Tests. Southland: Arrowtown Run - Trevor Barnes’ Sunbeam.
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which won the overall Peoples’ Choice 
prize.

Co-ordinator Rosco Pennell and the 
team of hardworking branch members 
were impressed with the turnout that 
saw vehicles arriving from 7am, along 
with a variety of stallholders and family 
entertainment. Segways, go karts, bouncy 
castles and horse rides were all very 
popular, with the consumption of food 
and cold drinks keeping the catering 
committee on their toes for the duration.

The parking crew kept traffic flowing 
smoothly into the grounds, and the show 
vehicles had filled the display area by mid 
morning. Many car and motorcycle clubs 
attended as a club run, which made for 
groups of happy people relaxing under the 
perimeter trees.

 The generosity of sponsors was evident 
with many spot prizes being distributed 
during the day, and the prizegiving at 1pm 
was well attended. The prizelist for the 
People’s Choice is as follows.
Cars
1 Adrian Garrett 1907 Rolls-Royce
2 John Crisp 1930 Model A Ford
3= Vince Heatley 1925 McLaughlin
 Peter Johnstone 1972 Ford Falcon
Commercials
1= Wayne Frost 1971 Leyland Mammoth
 John Perich 1954 Ford Thames
Motorcycles
1 Dan Henderson 2011 Harley-Davidson
2 Graham McMillan 1963 Matchless
3 Radar 2013 Harley-Davidson

The Far North Branch are already 
planning the 13th Autospectacular in 
January 2015

Far North: Segway fun.

Far North: Vice President Dave Hills 
congratulating Adrian Garrett, winner of the 
Peoples’ Choice prize for his 1907 Rolls-Royce.

Far North: Steve Wyn’s 1925 Bentley.

Far North: Matching pair of Fords.Far North: John Perich’s Ford Thames- First equal in 
the Commercial section.

Far North: Packard Club sedan, Packard and 
Pioneer Museum.

Far North: Selection of show motorcycles.Far North: Show cars.

Far North: Adrian Garrett’s 1907 Rolls Royce - 
winner of car section Peoples’ Choice!
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Far North: Selection of show motorcycles.
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Total Wheelspin
Tony Davis
Published by HarperCollinsPublishers 
Australia
Paperback 320 pages 140 x165mm $19.99rrp 
Reviewed by Kevin Clarkson

This book is aptly subtitled “Car 
culture, quizzes, myths and motoring 
madness”. There is plenty of all of these 

and all laced with a good dollop of humour 
as well. With 87 chapters of three pages 
each this book lends itself well to being 
picked up for a browse when you have 
a few moments to spare. Some examples 
of chapter titles are; The worst Fords… 
ever… , Why do racers talk in cliches?, 
Origins of the traffic jam and A short run 
down on road rage. All are funny and most 
have something in there that we can learn 
from.

Facts are supported and myths are 
blown apart and sometimes it can be hard 
to tell which is which! There are many 
short pithy statements in the book, for 
example; “The English built an almost 
endless series of Bonds, Reliants and other 
highly lamentable mini-cars. They lacked 
go. They lacked stop. They even lacked 
sideways.” or “From 1970 the all-wheel-
drive Range Rover set new standards for 
stranding people in hard-to-get-to places.”

Tony takes us through many obscure 
facts, bizarre anecdotes and vehicular 
follies of the motoring world in a very 
entertaining manner. Well worth having 
on your book shelf.

book review
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John Callesen arrived before 7am, and on a Saturday morning 
this qualifies as chilly dawn, driving his 1918 Cadillac tourer. 
We were heading over to Waipukurau for the Central Hawke’s 

Bay Branch Veteran and Two Wheel Brake Rally. The morning 
was cool and cloudy in Palmerston North, not the most cheering 
for a day with the hood down. It was good to run out of the cloud 
and to start shedding warm gear as we stopped for fuel. Things 
were looking up. 

The team was assembled and well into catching up with 
old friends by the time we 
rolled into town to join the 
line up. A selection of Ford 
Ts in various guises were 
sparkling in the sun and 
at least six single and twin 
cylinder cars from 1903 
to 1910 were ready on the 
start line. John Callesen 
in the 8 cylinder Cadillac 
magnanimously offered to 
donate a spare cylinder or 
two to those he felt were 
lacking in that department 
but all politely declined. As 
navigator for John, I was 
quite happy with all eight 
of them whizzing about on 

their business up front. It gives one the pleasant feeling that a dud 
sparkplug does not result in total silence.

Rod McKenzie, Bruce Poole and their band of merry marshals 
started us on our way and we headed off into the pleasant country-
side off to the south and east of Waipukurau. After an hour or so 
we arrived at Paul and Denise Dakin’s farm where Denise has 
made a great job of creating a beautiful garden around the 100+ 
year old farmhouse with more than a little help from Paul.   

We covered the short distance to the lunch stop at Lex 
and Angela Severinsen’s. The Severinsen’s host a kind of weird 
museum which was pretty interesting and certainly lived up to 
the weird bit. I have never been to a museum that specialised in 
taxidermy, antique weapons of war and dinosaur gizzard stones. 
All of this shares space with a mix of tiger skins, stuffed grizzly 
bears and heads of a large number of horned creatures and some of 
the weapons that resulted in them being in the museum. 

Lex has a collection of antique cannons and mortars that he 
fired for us but for me the killer (literally) was the trebuchet (see 
the picture). This peak of war mongering technology was good 
for heaving large stones and buckets of burning tar into castles. 
The uncertainty and silence prior to their arrival tended to make 
castle owners and other castle residents nervous enough to think 
of spending the week in a quiet motel somewhere until the hulla-
balloo died down. 

Lex is continually improving his collection of weapons and 
during his descriptions between the explosions I was amazed at 
the strength of construction required to support these massive 

Veteran Cars and Weapons of War
The Central Hawke’s Bay Branch Veteran Rally...November 2013

Words and photos Allan Hardacre. Cadillac co-pilot

 Veteran motoring at its best. Roads of the Southern Hawke’s Bay from John Callesen’s 1918 Cadillac.

Wayne Richards on the 1903 
Oldsmobile burning rubber with a fellow 
hoon in the main street of Ongaonga.

32 Beaded Wheels



devices. Building them for a siege must have been a skilled and 
huge effort requiring months of work by large teams of artisans. 
Lex is still perfecting firepower and range and sheep in the neigh-
bouring paddocks seem to know enough to head out of the range 
of cannon balls, flaming arrows and large airborne masses when 
visitors arrive. All in all a fascinating visit and lots of fun viewing 
an excellent and unusual collection. Our thanks and admiration 
go to Lex and Angela for the work and enthusiasm in setting up 
the museum and for their generosity in donating our visitors’ fees 
to the Fred Hollows Foundation. 

We finally arrived at Ongaonga for some rides in the older cars. 
It is amazing how well the old single cylinder Caddy and Olds 
vehicles go on the flat, you are sort of moved along by a number 
of discrete nudges in the nethers during the bang part of the suck, 
bang, squish, blow four stroke engine song. To this the 1903 Holley 
restored by Tony Prebensen adds a sort of duck quacking sound 
from the automatic inlet valve, all quite quaint but on a longer trip 
I still prefer the purr and built-in redundancy of four or better eight 
functioning pistons up front.

At Ongaonga the group split up and with some rain forecast in 
the evening John and I saddled up the Caddy and headed back to 
Palmerston North while others returned to Waipukurau for the 

final dinner and prizes. Congratulations to winners Walter and 
Alison McFarland in the Studebaker with only six time penalties, 
followed by Gavin Harris and Howard Sims in Ford Ts.  

BW

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a 
good article for a future issue. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per 
issue will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or via email.  
Post to: Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140,  
Christchurch 13140 or 
Email: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken  
using a minimum six mega pixel digital camera set at a 
high resolution. 

The Willys Overland Knight Registry 

is the world’s best source of literature on 

Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 

manufactured by the Willys organisation – 

Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 

to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871 Phone 06 377 3064  

Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND ChAPTER

wiN this limited edition  
Beaded wheels cap!

Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee.
Phone home 03 385 9821 or email kevin@vcc.org.nz
Our lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Nonie Rooney and John 
Callesen.

The 1918 Cadillac beside the Jefferies 1912 Ford T.

Womens work? Angela and her daughter winding up the Trebuchet in 
preparation for assaulting the local castle.

Bruce Poole on the grandstand briefing the contestants
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Thank you to all of the readers who 
contacted me to help identify the photo in 
the last Brass Notes. What a lot of interest 
was generated. The conclusion I have 
come to is that it was taken at the Rakaia 
Cavalcade of Machinery held in Overdale 
on 24 October 1959 organised by the 
Rakaia School Committee and Home and 
School. Admittance price one shilling. I’m 
confident this was the occasion because 
the numbers on the cars tie up with the 
car numbers on the catalogue that was 
loaned to me. There were several such 
events held in various areas of Canterbury 
in those years. Logically the cars that 
attended were the ones that were around 
Canterbury at that time so it’s easy to be 
confused about which event was which. 

While trawling through informa-
tion I came across an article about a 
Motorama held in Ashburton in 1971 
the evening before an Annual Rally. The 
vehicle featured in the piece was an 1899 
Locomobile. I think it is the one that is 
now driven by Shirley Shadbolt at many 
events. This lovely example of a steam car 
was restored by the late Alex Shadbolt 
and his family about 1970. Alex owned the 
boiler for several years but had to retrieve 
the chassis parts from under the wooden 
floor of a Christchurch garage as well 
as  various other parts from a scrap yard. 
Amassing the parts took twelve years and 
restoration seven months. The boiler has 
296 copper tubes and operates at 240lb per 
square inch. The engine runs on kerosene 
fuel to heat the water to steam and an air 
tank maintains the fuel pressure at 40lb 
per square inch. The burner has 230 fine 
slots, each one being a small fire at an 
extremely high temperature. Steam can 

be raised in about 15 minutes. The water 
is carried in a 15 gallon tank at the rear. 
It uses about one gallon per mile. Steering 
is by side tiller with a top speed of about 
40 miles per hour. It can also do this 
speed in reverse. The wheels are chain 
driven directly from the engine with one 
handbrake on the rear axle. 

Roy King from Taranaki is restoring a 
1906 Arrol Johnston for a Scottish client. 
When finished it will be taken back to 
Scotland to join the two other running 
examples of Arrol Johnstons previously 
owned by Noel Marsh of Auckland that 
are already back home in Scotland. The 
one under restoration is a very rare model 
thought to be one of only two left in 
the world. Both were found in a shed 
in Scotland and patterns for the one 
being rebuilt in New Zealand have been 
accessed from the one in Scotland. The 
motor is a twin cylinder opposed piston 
engine model. Roy is awaiting a complete 
new gearbox that is  presently being built 
using the other as a pattern. Since work 
begun on the car Roy has been contacted 
by no less than three direct descendants of 
either the Arrol or Johnston families now 
residing in New Zealand. 

Thank you Barry Birchall for alerting 
me to a small error in the last Brass Notes. 
The first car bought into Auckland was 
indeed the Star Stuart but it was imported 
by Arthur Marychurch and arrived in 
Auckland in September 1899 not imported 
by Skeates as I stated. Marychurch could 
not pay the import duty so sold the car to 
Skeates and Bockart Cycle importers in 
February 1900. They saw an opportunity 

to sell the car at the Jubilee Exhibition in 
Christchurch. It arrived in Christchurch 
about the same time as two Benz motor 
cars imported by Nicky Oates. After the 
show the Star was sold to Tonks Norton 
& Co and was the first car sold by 
auction in New Zealand. It was bought 
by Mr Wardell, a local grocer. Mr George 
Henning did bring a De Dion Bouton 
motor tricycle into Auckland, most likely 
before the Star, but it was never recog-
nised by the media as a car. 

After filling the roll of caretaker for 
Brian and Gwen Black’s 1911 Clement 
Bayard roadster for 16 years Craig Armiger, 
along with wife Tiffany, have become the 
proud owners. The Armigers are living in 
North Otago and along with baby Willow 
took part in the Heritage Week Parade in 
Oamaru recently. 

Kate Foster from Terrace Station has 
sent the following history of one of the 
Talbot cars owned by her ancestors and 
still retained by the family today who have 
lived on the station since the mid 1800s.

Diane Ross 
38 Keenans Road 
RD 2, Ashburton 
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

1906 Arrol Johnston, restoration by Roy King.

The late Alex Shadbolt driving his Locomobile.
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THE  TALE  OF  TWO  TALBOTS

The first Talbot to be domiciled at 
Terrace Station, Hororata arrived in 1911 
when Godfrey Hall Senior took delivery 
from Adams Ltd, Christchurch, of a new 
12hp type B Roi de Belges. The Certificate 
of Registration shows CH – 242 as the 
assigned number. 

This vehicle was used as the family 
car until the 1920s when it was trucked 
and used on the farm until the back axle 
broke due to a heavy load of superphos-
phate. In early 1932 Godfrey Snr became 
aware of a similar model Talbot for sale 
by Blackwell Motors, who were Buick and 
Chevrolet motor dealers in Christchurch. 
It was purchased for £6 and driven to 
Hororata. This car was unique, in that it 
had been owned by the city undertakers, 
Geo. Barrell & Co, and had been modified 
so it could be used as a ‘transfer vehicle’ 

– the description used by an undertaker 
for the vehicle to carry a corpse from the 
place of death to the mortuary. Cooper 
Pryce Bodies, early Christchurch coach 
builders, carried out the modifications by 
cutting a door into the back panel of 
the car body, removing the back seat and 
fitting a cavity beneath the passenger side 
of the front seat. The coffin was discreetly 
concealed and outwardly the tourer looked 
normal.

Registration of motor vehicles, previ-
ously via local councils, was centralised 
through the Post Office from 1925. 
Therefore records do not show when 
George Barrell acquired the car, but show 
that the undertakers owned it from 1925 
until 1929. 

Upon delivery to Terrace Station in 
1932, the body was removed and stored 
in the loft of the chaff shed. The truck 

deck of the Hall’s original Talbot was 
fitted. In 1949 Godfrey Hall Junior was 
encouraged to ‘bring out’ his Veteran for 
the Canterbury Provincial Centenary 
Procession being organised by the Vintage 
Car Club for the following year. The Barrell 
& Co body was retrieved from the loft and 
returned to its chassis. The refitted car duly 
took its place in the 1950 celebrations.

Since then it has appeared in many 
events, probably the most prestigious being 
the 1,200 mile Haast International Rally of 
1965 in which Godfrey and his wife Peggy 
took part. The hood was made for the 1965 
rally by Cooper Pryce in Victoria Street.  

I am always happy to receive historic 
or restoration articles and updates on 

Veteran vehicles as it is only by readers’ 
input that this column can continue.  
Email your veteran stories to me at 

randross@kinect.co.nz 

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING  

ENGINEER ltd

6 RD 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707

LUCAS CLASSIC 

TYRES
2850 Temple Ave.,Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA
1-562-595-6721

www.lucasclassictires.com

BEST
PRICES!
200 Sizes
15 Brands
We Ship

Worldwide
FREE

CATALOG 
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•	 To promote the new product Ace 
recruited long distance rider Erwin 
Baker and sent him off on a trans-
continental run. He completed the 
run in six days, 22 hours and 52 
minutes smashing the existing record 
held by a Henderson. I guess William 
Henderson smiled a lot with that 
result.

•	 In 1921 an Ace achieved a speed of 
124 mph along Roosevelt Boulevard 
in Philadelphia.

•	 Media personality Jay Leno has an 
Ace in his rather extensive collection 
of classic cars and bikes.

•	 A 1928 Indian Ace Four came up for 
auction in the States in 2012 and the 
auction blurb included the following: 
‘This machine holds an important 
place in the history of the American 
motorcycle…..’ and ‘She is undoubt-
edly one of America’s first Superbikes’.

Despite a pretty lengthy search I 
haven’t been able to find anything from 
the time that reported on the Ace so I do 
have some difficulty in figuring out how a 
machine whose individual production ran 
for just longer than four years has acquired 
what appears to be serious collector value. 
I did find a short You Tube video which 
had an Ace being fired up. It sounded 
good.

Ace founder William Henderson was 
killed in 1922 while test riding a new Ace 
and it was his death that led to the demise 
of the company and its sale in 1925. Efforts 
were made to continue with production 
under various ownership arrangements 
until the design and manufacture rights 
were purchased by the Indian Motorcycle 
Company in 1928/29 and manufacture of 
the renamed Indian Ace using the four 
cylinder motor with various modifica-
tions continued until about 1941. And so, 
returning to my earlier comments about 
why the Ace has acquired its collector 
status, I have to conclude that in all 
probability it was William Henderson’s 
four cylinder engine that gave the Ace, 
and the Indian Aces that followed, its 
reputation and its present day status. I 
would love to know how many were built.

So why the history? A couple of weeks 
ago I got a call from one of the motorbike 
gang in the Marlborough branch of the 
VCC with the question ‘would I like to 
come down to the club rooms and have 
a look at the Ace the branch now owns? 
Well you don’t turn down an opportunity 
like that so I made arrangements for a 
meet and talk, hopped on the Moto Guzzi 
and headed for town. I was met by the 
motorcycle rep Trevor Harris and with a 
coffee in hand we ambled in to the branch 

Aces High
By the time you get to read this 

Christmas 2013 and New Year 2014 will 
be but distant memories brought to life, no 
doubt, by the still sizeable debt awaiting 
your attention on the all too frequent and 
unstoppable invoices and credit card state-
ments that are these days the life blood of 
New Zealand Post. 

As my last effort for 2013 (the writing 
bit) and first for 2014 (the published result) 
we’re going to dive back into history, just 
shy of 100 years, and take a look at what 
the Yanks like to call ‘The Deusenberg 
of motorcycles’. Many of you will know 
immediately to what I refer but I didn’t 
know, other than to assume, correctly, 
that the reference was to a pretty flash/
expensive/rare motorcycle and, of course, 
the reference to Deusenberg meant that 
it had to be American. My knowledge of 
the best of the great classic motorcycles 
had me thinking immediately of Brough 
Superior, the Rolls-Royce of motorcycles, 
and for the Americans maybe Henderson 
and Indian. I was close with Henderson 
and even Indian but what I had no idea 
about was the one that links Henderson 
and Indian. And, yes, I refer to the Ace, 
often called the Ace Four.

The Henderson Motorcycle company 
was founded by brothers Tom and William 
Henderson in Detroit in 1912 and they 
built nothing but four cylinder bikes. 
In 1917 the company was taken over by 
a certain Ignas Schwinn the owner of 
Excelsior; hence the subsequent Excelsior 
Henderson. However the Henderson 
brothers soon fell out with Excelsior and 
left to follow their own paths. William 
teamed up with a financier by the name 
of Max Sladkin and set out to design and 
build a new four cylinder motorcycle. That 
new machine was the Ace and the first 
of the new model was shown toward the 
end of 1919 with sales getting under way 
in 1920. The engine, an air cooled in line 
four cylinder of 1220cc, retained the F 
head of the earlier Henderson design. It 
was lubricated by splash and mated to, in 
unit construction, a three speed gearbox. 
I can’t tell you if the Ace was any good or 
not but judging by its current day desir-
ability it obviously had something going 
for it. Four pieces of info that suggest it 
was an all-right bike;

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels  
and other things
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shed where the old Ace sat along with 
other collectable stuff.

I never cease to be amazed at the things 
that turn up in New Zealand; some of the 
rarest of items from all over the world keep 
popping up, brought here by the steady 
stream of migrants. Maybe rare china and 
jewellery is a bit easier to understand given 
size and relative portability but when you 
start to think about huge and ponderous 
items of furniture, magnificent pianos and 
extraordinary motor vehicles you have to 
wonder at the effort taken to ship such 
items across the world and admire their 
owners past and present for preserving 
such historic items. And so it is with our 
Ace.

On 20 March 1923 one Roy Boyce 
handed over the sum of £123 to Hillman 
Bros, Cycle Dealers of Blenheim in 
full payment for a new 1922 Ace Four. 
Regrettably I have no idea what that sum 
might be the equivalent of today but I 
suspect it would have bought a reasonable 
car. I don’t know either why Mr Boyce 
chose the Ace and nor do I know why 
Hillman Bros had made the decision to 
import such a machine to New Zealand, 
let alone Blenheim. It might though be 
reasonable to guess that Hillmans had 
past dealings with Henderson motorcycles 
and were persuaded by the 4 cylinder 
Henderson designed motor. Whatever the 

thinking an Ace was now loose on the 
roads of New Zealand. It was not the only 
one and I am told that there is today a very 
small number of the original Aces resident 
in this country, but I am certain none 
can boast the heritage of this particular 
machine. The one that I am admiring at 
the Marlborough Branch clubrooms, the 
very same one that was purchased by Roy 
Boyce in 1923, that has lived its whole 
life in Marlborough and been owned 
by the same family throughout until 
the immediate past owner John Boyce 
donated the historic machine to VCC 
Marlborough. From what I can gather 
from a good chat with John Boyce the 
Ace had a pretty tough life in its early 
years. Not I think because it was abused 
but because the rough rural environment 
into which it was thrust was probably 
a little tougher that its designers might 
have anticipated. Roy bought a second 
Ace from local company Ward Bros. in the 
mid 1930s with the intention of using it 
for spares but it turned out to be in pretty 
good nick so was kept in service and the 
original machine repaired as required. The 
number two purchase was sold on in due 
course and it apparently resides somewhere 
in the North Island. Does anyone know 
where it is?

The Ace passed to the hands of John 
Boyce in 1977 and he embarked upon a 

restoration with the intent of entering it 
in the 1979 Auckland Rally. The resto-
ration, including the paintwork, that 
replicates the original it wears to this day, 
was completed in Blenheim and John 
participated in Auckland. From that time 
the Ace has led a reasonably civilised and 
quiet existence and about 14 years ago it 
was laid up on permanent display at the 
Marlborough clubrooms and finally gifted 
to the branch by John and the Boyce 
family on 13 November 2013.

This Ace story is not remarkable for its 
history of competition, famous wins and 
famous riders but it is remarkable for its 
story of survival in the rural, often rough, 
conditions of early 20th century New 
Zealand and for the care, maintenance 
and pride of ownership demonstrated by 
a single family through all those years. 
My thanks to John Boyce for sharing his 
knowledge of the Ace’s history with me.

And from me a final wish: Let’s get 
the Ace back on the road. Apparently it 
hasn’t been started for a number of years 
but judging by its appearance getting it 
going again may not be too difficult. And 
it deserves to be a runner, and to be seen 
locally and nationally.

 
BW

Above: The original purchase 
receipt.

Left: Roy Boyce on the Ace 
circa 1924.
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50 YEAR AWARDS 

Bob Ballantyne
Bob joined the Auckland Branch in 

1963. He was an enthusiastic member 
right from the start and he attended many 
rallies and was a hands-on and involved 
member. In 1973 he transferred to North 
Shore Branch as a foundation committee 
member.

Over the years Bob held many positions 
within the branch. He was very involved 
with the development of the land at Oteha 
Valley Road and the shifting and renova-
tion of the old homestead for clubrooms. 
He was always there to lend a willing hand 
whenever needed. 

During trips to the United States, Bob 
attended swap meets and carshows and on 
his return suggested and organised the All 
American Car Show and was also involved 
in the swap meets held at Albany. These 
successful events provided the branch with 
much needed funds in the early days to 
cover the mortgage on the clubrooms and 
outgoings.

Over the years Bob has restored 
many vehicles; 1912 Ford Model T, 1926 
Ford, 1930 Model A, 1923 Dodge, 1956 
Chevrolet 2 door sports coupe, 1929 Buick 
121 Master 6 roadster (which he won the 
Todd Cup for Restoration in Gisborne 
at the North Island Easter Rally), 1935 
Auburn and a V8/60 Midget. He still owns 
the 1912 Ford Model T, 1935 Auburn and 
the Midget, but has added to his collection 
a 1950 Chevrolet, 1972 GTR Torana, and 
a 1973 Torana. His workmanship on all 
restorations is outstanding and something 
he can be very proud of.

For the past 11 years Bob has been 
on the Club’s Management Committee 
in the positions of Committee, relieving 
Club Captain on Rob Knight’s passing and 
again when John Foot stood down. During 
his time on management Bob has kept an 
eye on the VCC Forum and built many 
of the lovely travel cases for the National 
Trophies. 

Eben Moffitt
After joining the VCC Eben purchased 

a 1928 Essex coach and completed 
a thorough restoration of it in time to 
participate in the 1965 Haast International 
Rally. This car was one of the Auckland 
team which won the inaugural compe-
tition for the Maxwell trophy in 1966 

and was rallied regularly up until 1972. 
Assisting him, both as a navigator and 
restorer, was his life-long friend Norman 
Dewhurst.

He served a number of years on the 
Committee, including Treasurer during 
some difficult times, which included 
following through on various proposals for 
land and/or clubrooms and the eventual 
purchase of the Auckland Branch present 
property.

Eben heard of a Chrysler Six for sale, 
a similar car to one his father had bought 
new, which later passed on to his brother 
Bill when his father died. He bought and 
restored it in time to take part in the 
Nelson 1972 International Rally, where 
he won the Herr Schoof Memorial Trophy 
for first overall. Shortly after that Eben 
married and family life started to become 
his priority. The car was put on blocks, 
but has now found a new home and is 
regularly seen motoring. It now proudly 
carries the name “Ebenezer” as a mark of 
respect.

Other vehicles owned have been a 
basket case 1906 Star now fully restored 
under new ownership and motoring in 
NZ. Another Star put together from 
the same basket is now being restored 
in England. He also owned a one-owner 
1930 Chevrolet delivery van, which did 
duty for some time as the branch refresh-
ment van. The only car left nowadays 
in his garage is the Essex, which spruces 
up nicely for family weddings and other 
special occasions.

Norman Dewhurst qsm

Norm’s first car was a 1925 Essex coach 
bought in 1952 then literally “raced, 
rallied, and rolled” before being restored. 
During 1963 he helped his long-time 
friend, Eben Moffitt restore a 1928 Essex 
in which they all did the 1965 Haast 
Rally. Norm and Pat have either been 
involved with and/or competed in every 
NZ International Rally since then.

On joining the VCCNZ he was 
immediately involved in the branch 
workings including Branch Delegate and 
later when elected to the Management 
Committee he served for well over 25 
years and retired after six years as National 
President in 1986. He was awarded the 
Queens Service Medal in 1990 for his 

public service and his work for the Vintage 
Car Club formed a major part of that 
citation. In 2009 he was voted Honorary 
Life Membership of the Auckland Branch, 
an honour he was very proud to receive

In 1970 he again assisted Eben with 
restoring a 1926 Chrysler phaeton in 
which he and Pat, along with Eben, 
competed in the 1972 International Rally, 
winning first overall. He also started the 
restoration of his own Essex, which was 
completed in time for daughter Tracey to 
enter in the 1980 Rotorua International. It 
would have been during the seventies that 
joint membership was introduced, and Pat 
was one of the first in line to take up joint 
membership.

A keen motorcyclist he and Pat have 
completed a Cape Reinga to Bluff run on 
their Velocette, taking in several rallies 
en route, as well as having participated in 
Vintage motorcycle tours in Tasmania and 
South Australia and rallies throughout 
NZ, Other vehicles they rally are a 1929 
Ariel combination, a 1925 Essex roadster 
(Daffodil) and a 1962 Skoda Felicia, as 
well as the 1925 coach. Current projects in 
the shed are a 1931 Austin 7 special and 
a 1950 Ambassador motorcycle, as well as 
the DB Tennants 1930 Chevrolet van.

Together with their family they very 
much enjoy their Vintage motoring and 
the wonderful friendships made over the 
years. They both look forward to many 
more years.

Peter Groves
Peter joined the Wairarapa Sub Branch 

in 1963 and is a foundation member of 
the Wairarapa Branch formed in 1968. He 
served on that first Wairarapa committee.

Peter has a 1924 Austin 20/4 which 
had been purchased by his parents back in 
1924 and has never left the family. Some 
years later his parents purchased an Austin 
Seven so the 20/4 became known in the 
family as Mother. 

After many years of service the car was 
trucked and used as a farm hack and in 
1979 Peter returned it to its former glory 
and began rallying. He hasn’t stopped 
since and over the years has attended 
rallies throughout New Zealand. 

Peter took part in the 1987 motorcycle 
rally in Perth, Western Australia along 
with a large contingent of New Zealand 

38 Beaded Wheels



competitors. He has participated in many 
motorcycle rallies riding his BSA Bantam 
or his 1948 Royal Enfield 500. 

Peter has served on the Wairarapa 
committee over the years and has held 
various positions including a stint as 
Branch Chairperson and has organised or 
assisted with many local rallies. 

His preference for Austins shows 
through and his first project after Mother 
was a 1959 Austin Cambridge restored and 
painted in the same colours as one he had 
purchased new back in that same year. 
He also rallies an early Austin Mini and 
sometimes wife, Nola’s Morris Minor.

Over the years, Peter is known to be the 
one who if there is a job to be done, can be 
relied on without any fuss.

Peter has won the local Torque Hudson 
Trophy for attending the most club events 
over the previous 12 months. His name has 
appeared on this trophy for the last five 
years. 

Earl Preston
Earl was born in 1941 at Otautau. 

He started work with NZ Railways in 
Cromwell before moving on to other 
careers and finally taking redundancy at 
about 50 years of age. By this time he was 
in Canterbury for some time before moving 
to Blenheim.

His interest and enthusiasm for old 
motors and motoring history began at an 
early age and he reveled in old cars and he 
has owned many over the years to date and 
he even had a couple of motorbikes. He 
joined the Otago Branch in 1964 and soon 
immersed himself in Club activities.

Earl motored his much travelled first 
restoration, a '29 Austin 7 tourer, in 1964, 
in Club runs and helped organise many 
events. He campaigned this little car for 
nearly 20 years and 90,000 miles. He was 
instrumental in starting a series of annual 
cricket matches between the Hill tribe 
(Banks Peninsula Branch) and the Swamp 
Dwellers (Canterbury Branch). The Cricket 
teams have now long retired. Time was 
spent on committee and as Club Captain of 
the Canterbury Branch. He had two stints 
as The Hub editor and he was also on the 
Beaded Wheels committee for a time.

He restored a 1911 Overland in 1979 
and motored to the International Rally in 
Rotorua in 1980.  He won the Canterbury 
Branch McLaughlin Age Mileage Trophy 

in that year in the Overland, along with 14 
various South Island branch trophies.

Earl organised the 100 years of the 
Motor Car Tour of New Zealand in 1985. 
He took 100 vehicles from Bluff to Cape 
Reinga which was hailed as a wonderful 
success by the entrants. The professional 
film of the event, Milestones, is held in the 
National archives.

Earl also organised an expedition down 
the Southern Alps from Marahau Bay, 
Nelson to Riverton Rocks, Southland. 
With the help of others and with the 
blessing of the club, a wonderfully exciting 
expedition got under way in early 1995. 
The trials and tribulations were incred-
ible and the courage of crews and their 
cars will be remembered forever. Everyone 
involved just loved it.

His last 15 years in Blenheim has 
seen much activity with the restoration 
of six Austin 7s and marriage to Rose. 
They also restored a 1931 Vauxhall T80 
Princeton tourer and December 2012 saw 
the unveiling of their rare 3 litre 1915 
Swift 15hp. 

He has loved his 50 years in the Vintage 
Car Club and the wonderful friendships 
and the comradeship of the members. He 
is currently Marlborough Branch Club 
Captain.

Wayne Nicoll
In 1961, aged 17, Wayne purchased his 

1927 Arrol Johnston, attracted by its rarity 
and Scottish manufacture. Within two 
years he had joined the Southland Branch 
beginning an active 50 year association, 
being almost constantly involved in the 
running of the branch in one capacity or 
another, including branch chairman. He 
is now the branch patron – fitting recog-
nition of years of tireless support of the 
branch and the club. Wayne is a stalwart of 
the Southland Branch. 

The Arrol Johnston, with a new light-
weight clover leaf boat tail body, was 
completed for an incident-packed 1972 
International Rally. His 1912 Triumph, 
acquired in the mid ‘60s has been rallied 
extensively throughout the southern half 
of the South Island. The Triumph, one of 
12 bikes on the inaugural 1967 Arrowtown 
Motorcycle Rally, has probably clocked up 
more Arrowtown Rallies than any other 
machine while Wayne himself has missed 
only one!

In more recent years Wayne and wife, 
Sharyn, have regularly participated in 
major events with the 1908 Cadillac, while 
Wayne has also rallied his 1928 Ariel and 
1925 Triumph. The Arrol is still given 
periodic outings.

He is currently restoring a rare and 
early Canadian-built twin cylinder Russell, 
while a 1901 Locomobile steamer awaits 
his engineering skills. 

Colin Winter
Colin was involved for many years 

before he became a member as his father 
Mervyn was a member and owned the 
1900 Wolseley.

In his earlier years Colin was a regular 
entrant in the Dunedin–Brighton Run 
riding his 1911 AJS motorcycle. When his 
father passed away in 1976 Colin took 
ownership of the 1900 Wolseley and 
has ensured that it participated in every 
Dunedin–Brighton Run until this day. His 
son Gary has also driven the Wolseley on 
the Dunedin–Brighton on two occasions. 

He found his 1926 BSA motorbike on 
a farm and the farmer said he could have 
it in exchange for a cream sponge. So he 
went home and asked his mother to make 
a cream sponge. He then returned home 
with his prized 1926 BSA. Colin partici-
pated in the 1965 Haast Rally on the BSA 
with his father as a passenger.

He took his 1911 AJS to Nelson from 
Christchurch for the 1972 International 
Rally, accompanied by his father in the 
Wolseley and Judy as a passenger with her 
father Des Ruddle on his motorcycle.

Colin has been an active member of 
the branch and was committee chairman 
from 1977–1978. He has attended several 
Dunvegan Rallies and has also attended 
the more recent Prince Henry Tours, on 
the tour going to Clyde from Dunedin 
following the National Veteran Rally 
in 2004 many entrants were concerned 
that his ‘fragile’ Wolseley would struggle 
on some of those hills heading out of 
Dunedin. Judy faithfully followed him all 
tour with a trailer. It remained empty for 
the whole journey.

Colin is a particularly friendly fellow 
and goes out of his way to help anyone 
with vehicle or other problems, particularly 
the younger club members.
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Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

gOt viBRatiOn pROBlems?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

HUBcaps – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

1912 CLEMENT BAYARD.  Motor restored, new 
radiator, new wheels, steering column complete 
and restored. Complete chassis with springs all 
restored. Gearbox and diff not restored, no body. 
Phone Derek 03 308 3635, prebbles@soundbite.
co.nz  mem

1934 MoRRIS MINoR 2 DooR SEDAN  I have owned 
this car for many years shed stored. Three quarters 
restored, can be heard running, driveable. Have 
spent a lot of money on this car. $4,000 or near 
offer, no time wasters. Phone John 07 871 9527, 
Pirongia, North Island. 

1936 DX VAuXHALL FoR SALE.  A quantity of second 
hand parts including two unused knee-action repair 
kits. As is where is. Alf Scott, Ashburton. Phone 03 
308 5706.   mem

1938 LINCoLN ZEPHYR CoNVERTIBLE CouPE  Tan 
top, fawn cloth interior, dark green exterior, red 
wheels, white wall tyres, overdrive, radio, exhaust 
hot air heater, classic profile lines, magnificent 
driver, only 220 built. $124,000. Talk to the bank 
manager if you need to, then give Roy a ring on 07 
847 5648 for email pics etc. and resuscitation.  mem

1952 MG TD uNDER RESToRATIoN,  complete car 
plus extras. Includes spare blocks, pair of new rear 
axles, hard top. offers to Andy Webster member 
phone 07 865 6609.  mem

1956 MoRRIS oXFoRD SERIES II  Car has had one 
owner for most of its life. unfinished project – 
car virtually dismantled. Quite a lot of work done 
to it. All underside has been cleaned, rust killed 
and undersealed. Suspension cleaned, painted 
and rebuilt with new bushes and gas shocks. 
Diff replaced with higher ratio (4:1). Comes with 
original 1500cc engine and 1622 engine. Many 
other jobs done also. All parts are there. $400 
Contact Brian 03 528 8840 evenings.  mem

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST. The 65 word limit includes 
contact details. Advertisers requiring ads longer 
than the standard 65 words, or who require 
typography or space, must apply display rates. The 
advertising department reserves the right to edit or 
return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo classified advertising. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

EMAIL ADDRESS FoR ADVERTISINg  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

ENCLoSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P o Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues 
 (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 3%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission Act 1977 
Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which indicates or could 
reasonably be understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all 
care in drafting advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as Beaded 
Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

marketplace

caRBURettOR Re-cOnDitiOning — including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or (Levin) 06 368 2202

DistRiBUtOR & fUel pUmp 
paRts anD seRvice

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new, 

NoS, remanufactured and used. 
vacuum advancers restored. 

electronic ignition kits to eliminate points.  
Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, Auckland, 2576. 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com

pHOne peteR 09 267 4700 

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE RoD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

1957 VANGuARD 4  Good mechanicals, floor 
change, needs full restoration, registration on hold, 
loads of spares. $700. Phone  07 576 3959 

1962 SINGER VoGuE SERIES 2  owner’s handbook 
in good condition. $10 + postage. Phone  
Andy Hammond. Cambridge 07 823 5712 
apushrod@nznet.co.nz  mem

1981 AuDI CouPE GT  various mechanical and 
body parts for sale. 1.9 ltr 5cylinder block and cyl. 
heads, carbys and manifolds, exhaust parts and 
gearboxes, radiator, grille, headlights, etc, body 
and panel parts, doors, guards, bonnet, some trim 
and electrical parts. Will sell separately or $500 the 
lot plus freight. Phone Les 06 755 2810. Parts are in 
New Plymouth.  mem

AuDI 90 MoToR 2.3 LTR 5 CYL.  fuel injected.
removed from damaged vehicle several years 
ago.$400 ono. Phone Les 06 755 2810.  mem

AVAILABLE: oRIGINAL REGISTRATIoN  /ownership 
certificate (23 March 1925) for 2¾hp BSA (flat 
tank) motorcycle Engine No: 186747 Frame No. 
D4885 Sold to someone in Nelson in the early 
sixties. Phone Nigel Price 03 544 5532.

DAIMLER CoNQuEST SEATS  $100 ono. Jaguar 
MkVII front bumper $20. Jaguar MkVII auto 
gearbox $200. Daimler consort front mudguards 
$20 each. Phone 07 575 3819.   mem

BentleY R tYpe 1952  Last chance or it’s scrap 
phone Michael 0274 148 145  mem
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i wish to advertise in Beaded wheels. Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

name (block letters)  _____________________________ phone  ________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to advertise for FREE.   VccnZ membership number is ______ ⁄___________________

Advertisement text (45 words) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 3%

free advertising*

conditions of free adVertising
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial 

member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. members 
must state their membership number when submitting the 
advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email 

(preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be returned if a 

stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg format, send a high 
resolution file to achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are 
required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the 
maximum space available is 65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves 
the right to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served 
basis. While every attempt will be made to include your 
advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited 
space may mean some advertisements will be held over until the 
following magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ 
website.

$56* Up to 45 words including phone 
number. Supply a colour photo of 

your vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo, 
digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Text & colour photo
Up to 45 words 
including phone 
number, no photo. 

$21*
Text only advertisement

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

 WANTED  FOR SALE

non-VccnZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted) 

Card Expiry Date: ____/____/ ____ Card Number    
Name on Card:    _______________________________________________  Cardholder Signature:    __________________________________________________________

Tick which column you require

 
 Text only advertisement. Up to 45 words including 
phone number, no photo. Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word. 

Text and colour photo advertisement. Up to 
45 words including phone number. Supply a colour photo of your vehicle. 
Include SAE for return of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels magazine is free *for all current financial members of the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand Inc buying or selling club eligible vehicles or parts. Our standard advertising charges apply for all non-members or 
members wishing to advertise commercial services. 
Email your advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz or complete the form below and post to Marketplace, Beaded Wheels, PO 
Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for our October Issue 10 Sept 2013.

1962 cOnDOR a250  ex Swiss Army 99% original. 
Complete with full toolkit, original paperwork. A 
genuine lifetime of mostly new spares, too many to 
list. Reason for sale 82 birthdays + a crook knee. Reg 
on hold. $5,000 ono, phone 03 385 3815 or 027 418 
5372.  mem

WooDEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   mem.

1967 mg B.  NZ new, first registered August 1968. 
Very tidy, goes extremely well, colour - old English 
white, original red leather upholstery, overdrive, new 
WoF and reg. $18,000. Phone 07 854 1530.  mem

JagUaR XK120 Ots 1951  Matching numbers, 
chassis 660934, engine W3462-7. Delivered 
November 1951 to Independent motors Wgtn. Reg 
March 1952. Full known and recorded ownership 
history. Contact Robert 021 757 215

1938 cHev stD slant BacK.  Partly restored and 
drives well, genuine NZ new. Current reg & WoF. See 
Trade Me for more pics, $14,000 ono, phone John 09 
478 5677.  mem

BRitisH caR KeYs  with orig codes. Romac, Wilmot, 
Breedon, union brands for Lucas ignition switch, door, 
glovebox & boot locks. NoS. Suitable for MG, Austin, 
Morris, Triumph & Singer. Series available: FA, FP, FR, 
MRN. Single key $7, two keys $12. Price inc post within 
NZ. Ph 09 299 8801, mstokes16@yahoo.com  mem
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DoDGE 4 MoToR  early low fan type. 1925 Dodge 4 
gearbox plus many other mechanical parts for this 
model. 1936 Dodge RF guard. Morris Cowley flat 
nose radiator. Sykes Pikavant BMC mini flywheel 
puller. Phone John 06 751 5554.  mem

FoRD FLATHEAD EIGHT CYLINDER MoToR  
dismantled complete plus 4 speed box. Tailshafts ex 
jailbar 1947. Good order $1,200 ono. Phone Steve 
03 338 7555.  mem

GEARBoXES FoR AuSTIN 12,  16; Chev 4 cyl; Ford 
V8; Holden; Morris 8,12,14 Vanguard; Vauxhall 14 
etc. $500 each plus shipping and handling Ronald 
Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.  mem

INTERNATIoNAL 1925  heavy duty front and rear 
axle assemblies with 6 spoke iron wheels, 4 wheel 
brakes, front hub caps, $750 each plus shipping and 
handling. Ronald Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.  mem

JAGuAR Mk. 1 AND 2 Book.  The Complete 
Companion. Includes 240/340 and Daimler V8. 
By Nigel Thorley. 1986. As new condition. $40 
+ postage. Phone Andy Hammond 07 823 5712 
apushrod@nznet.co.nz  mem

MATCHLESS MoToRCYCLE FoR SALE.  This machine 
is a 1958 G11 CSR model which has been completely 
rebuilt and is not yet run in. It is a 600cc twin now 
far too big for me. Asking price is $6,500 ono, the 
registration is on hold and the bike will be sold “as 
is, where is”. Full details provided to interested 
parties.  ‘Hec’ Browett. Phone 03 487 6726.  mem

MG A  side curtain bag light brown new item un 
used $50. Phone 06 758 4244.  mem

MoDEL A FoRD. CARE & MAINTENANCE MANuAL . 
Floyd Clymer. 1928. Bound photocopy. As new 
condition.  $20 + postage. Phone Andy Hammond. 
Cambridge 07 823 5712 apushrod@nznet.co.nz  mem

MoRRIS 8 1937  opening windscreen quadrant. 
Carburettors for James motorcycle 1936, Harley-
Davidson 1930, 1929 Austin 7, 1953 Dodge and 
Morris 8. Electric fuel pump. Phone Hamilton 07 
855 8063.  mem

UPHoLSTERY 
Veteran – Vintage – Classic 

 Hoods, side curtains, complete re-trims etc. 
Spring and foam units repaired or rebuilt. 40 
years experience, reasonable rates. VCCNZ 
Member. Bryan o’Brien Auto Trim. unit 3. 8 
Cadbury Road, Napier.   

 pHOne 06 842 2252  
 Fax 06 842 2254 • Mobile 027 495 7676 

MoRRIS MINoR 1000,  wellside ute. Cab and chassis 
has been stripped repaired, and reassembled, 
wellside deck needs rust repairs, have spare floor, 
sides and tailgates, plenty of mechanical parts, 
factory wider wheels with good tyres, 1000cc 
engine. No registration, needs revinning. Have 
photos and black number plates. offers as one lot 
over $2,000. Phone 03 308 2297.  mem

MoRRIS MINoR uTE  (unsaveable). original papers, 
plates, reg on hold. Good 1098 motor (hear 
running) correct wheels, plus other parts. Early 
SV diff and good grille panel. $neg for one lot or 
part of. Phone 09 409 3838 (Northland) and leave 
message please.

MoToRCYCLE GEAR  king Leo leather boots S8, 
furlined new $100. 2 x helmets hardly worn. Both 
fit 59-62, 1 FFM fullface nice graphics, 1 nitro flip 
top silver, no scratches or chips. offers. Phone 
Aaron 027 267 8417.  mem

NASH METRoPoLITAN  full set of parts to restore a 
car including Austin 1500cc engine and gearbox; all 
either brand new or in excellent condition. I have 
everything except a chassis. Make me a silly offer 
for the lot. Will suit someone wanting to restore 
their Nash. Will sell separately otherwise but need 
to clear to start next project. Phone Nigel 021 377 
280 or nigel@covisory.com

oPEN TouRER BoDY MID-20 s alloy panelled 4 door. 
Maddox Huntingdon, coachbuilder for medium 
size chassis. Wido variable pitch stern drive unit 
and controls. used with VW motor in classic boat 
c1950-60. Jaguar Xk120 disc wheel. SS18inch rolled 
rim wire wheel. 17" Ford Ten wire wheels. Renault 
4 wheel, pedal box with cylinder Renault 16 hub 
caps, headlight, perspex hatchback window. Renault 
parts. Free for collection or freight. Phone 03 215 
6383 or 027 656 4632, alanfbryce2hotmail.com  mem

PARTS FoR SALE ARMSTRoNG SIDDELEY  346 
motor and gearbox was running sweet when taken 
out of car $400 ono. Phone 07 575 3819.  mem

RENAuLT 25 MoToR 2.2 LTR 4CYL,  fuel injected. 
Renault 25 alternator, rebuilt some years ago , 
never used since. Phone Les 06 755 2810.  mem

SANkEY WHEELS  19inch, 1 x 3 stud, 3x4 stud, 1x5 
stud, $100 each plus shipping and handling. Ronald 
phone 09 278 3888 evenings.   mem

TWo NoTEC   “Speed Master” driving lights 5 1/2 
inch round lens. outside needs replating. $30 for 
pair plus carriage. Four Lucas direction indicator 
semaphore arms: Model SF 80, 12 volt, one with 
broken plastic. Enough to make 2 complete $10 plus 
freight. Lucas wiper parking motor. # 731135 $5 
plus freight. Pictures available. Phone ‘Hec’ Browett 
03 487 6726   mem

Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

valves exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

penRite Oils  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff,  
S.u dashpot and water pump grease.  
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISToNS PISToNS PISToNS  PISToNS 
FoR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & oDDBALL ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

penRite engine cOOl ant   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for use 
in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and Classic Car 
cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph 
Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 
7462,  Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

vintage engine sHORtBlOcKs   
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

pRO-ma mBl8  concentrated oil additive for 
petrol and diesel. engines, manual transmissions, 
differentials (not limited slip). Designed to 
increase horsepower, fuel economy, restore 
compression, reduce emissions, oil consumption, 
engine and gear wear. PT5 Plus Petrol Treatment, 
for upper cylinder lubrication, octane enhancer, 
controls water, helps clean fuel systems. DT5 Plus 
Diesel Treatment, controls water, sludge, bacteria 
and fungi. Les Pearson Independent Pro-Ma 
Distributor. http://www.promaperformance.
co.nz/lespearson  

DRivesHafts DRivesHafts DRivesHafts 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz
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 Now re-converted to F3 500 specifications in its 1951 colour scheme, running JAP 500 with rare Alfin 
aluminium road-race barrel and AMC-Norton gearbox. Cooper chassis plate attached, VCC VIC and 
MSNZ logbook. SNECMA pulse jet, remaining body panels and vast history portfolio included in sale.  
Phone 09 298 0599, 027 297 5354 or email garmey@xtra.co.nz  mem

1971 mg miDget.  Reliable, economical, good 
performer. Genuine reasons for selling this family 
gem which we have owned for 20 years. If you 
are interested please ph 03 342 4525 or email  
brian.gay@xtra.co.nz    mem 

1930 cHRYsleR cOnveRtiBle cOUpe.  Very 
good condition less than 5,000 miles on rebored 
(standard) engine. Prizes in many concourse events 
and previous winner of VCC of NZ Todd Park Trophy 
for restoration. Please register your interest by email 
to dandboliver@vodafone.co.nz 

fORD gRanaDa 1975  first registered NZ 1977 
approx 123,000 miles 6 cylinder, auto, LH drive. 
This is a totally original unmolested classic car. 
Last owner eight years, and has only been used on 
Vintage car events. owner selling because too many 
cars. $8,500 ono. Phone Russ on 07 552 0003.  mem

1947 plYmOUtH clUB cOUpe,  only known RHD 
coupe in NZ. Full ground up restoration finished 
2003, only 13k since. Factory radio, clock, heater 
controls, day/night mirror. Converted to 12 volt.  
$59,000. Phone 03 437 0809 oamaru or 021 230 
1062, Email; plymouthnut@xtra.co.nz   mem

vintage & classic QUaRtZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

cHevROlet 490 RaceR 1923.  Ex Ron Roycroft. 
A matching number low mileage car with original 
pistons, bearings, kingpins. Restored over 10 years 
using all orig parts inc body. Engine rebuilt to period 
dirt track specs. Raced at two Roycroft Trophy 
events, Chelsea hillclimbs. Road registered, fast. 
$50,000. Ph 09 419 0610, oldmcd@xtra.co.nz  mem

1930 mODel a ROaDsteR picK Up  Restoration 
completed 1991. Spare parts will be included. Due to 
being in storage, the registration is on hold, and has 
no current warrant, however this vehicle runs well. 
Personalised number plate with sale. Phone Chris 
021 920 958, 06 323 8033.  mem

1951 CooPER 500, MKV/12/51
the World’s 1st pulse Jet car

DaimleR e20 1935  fitted with Armstrong Siddley 
drophead coupe body. Needs full restoration. Six 
cylinder, pre-select gearbox, worm-drive diff, vaccum 
assisted mechanical brakes. Reg  on hold. $4,800 
ono. Phone 07 575 3819. mem

1926 esseX cOacH  This well known Essex coach 
comes with ready-to-use new and recond. spares. 
Complete gearbox, steering box, diff, 1928 block 
with '29 camshaft, oil pump and sump, generator, 
starter motors, carburettors, tyres, ignition switch 
etc. $15,000. Phone 06 355 0636.  mem

JagUaR mKv DHc.  3 position hood. 1951. 3½ 
litre. Restored and fully sorted. Drives well.  
A genuine New Zealand new. Rare vehicle. Reg 
and WoF. $130,000. Phone David on 07 863 9497.  
Email: h.hayward@xtra.co.nz. Waihi area.  mem
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1937 aUstin seven caR  plus parts to make 
another car, less body. offers. Phone 03 418 
2383.  mem

lOtUs elite 503 1976 2 litRe 160 BHp  owned 
for 10 years, but it has to go as I have run out 
of room. Lots of work done, diff, brakes, cooling, 
fuel pump, carbs, reupholstered, Potenza GIII tyres. 
Running well. $8,500. Plus some spares including 
gearbox and galvanised chassis by separate 
negotiation if required. Email richard.ss@clear.net.nz 
or phone 06 345 3335, Wanganui  mem

BRitisH JOWett flYing fOX liKeness veHicle 
 Built on 1953 Bradford chassis, engine and running 
gear. Comes with soft top and hard top. Current reg 
and WoF. Runs well. Ready for summer motoring. 
Phone Brian 03 528 8840 evenings.  mem

1936 plYmOUtH p1 BUsiness seDan  Approx 
15,000 miles since full professional motor 
recondition. Four near new tyres. Registered and 
warranted. Good motoring condition. Phone Rod 
03 308 4402  email rodmargbegbie@xtra.co.nz 
  mem

mclaUgHlin BUicK ReaR spaRe WHeel  tyre 
and rim carrier, late Veteran and early Vintage era 
as shown in photo. Also running board petrol can 
holder. Copies of the monthly Veteran Car bulletin 
as issued by the VCC of G.B. Plaque from the 1960 
3rd National Easter Rally, Morrinsville. Editions of the 
North/South Island Motorists Road Guides. Phone 
Neil 03 434 9470, neil.nonie@xtra.co.nz   mem

1954 mORRis J van  Total restoration completed 
1995 including all mechanicals. Travelled 13,000 
miles since. Extras include brake booster, flashing 
indicators, personalised plates, handbook and 
workshop manual. Loads of spares. $15,000 ono. 
Phone Graham Murray 09 431 6324.  mem

1919 ameRican UnDeRslUng special.  
Imported ex Australia 2003 by present owner who 
completed the full mechanical part of the restoration 
in 2013, incl Replicore $5k radiator. Previous 
Australian registration. VIC. 4 litre, 4 cyl, 45hp. 
Relaxed quiet cruiser. unique, will trade. Phone 021 
2430 0345. bgovan@xtra.co.nz Chch.   mem 

mODel a fORD ReBUilt sHOcK aBsORBeRs,  
as original. With exchange $195 each or $230 
outright. Arms and all connecting parts available. 
Postal delivery extra. Phone Jack 03 352 6672 
Christchurch or cell 0274 322 041

ROveR 16, 1947.  Recently back on the road 
following a long hibernation. A sound motorable 
car. Full History, receipts, handbook, original 
papers. $14,000. Phone 03 312 6866.  mem

1993 BentleY tURBO R,  beautiful original 
condition. Royal blue with slate hide upholster 
and granite carpets with lambwool over rugs. 
92,000km, located Central otago. Priced to sell 
$24,000. Phone 03 445 0448.  mem

classic meRceDes BenZ limOUsine 1975  
Model: 240D Lang (LWB saloon) Engine: 2.4L 
diesel (oM616 model) Exterior: Green Chassis code: 
W115.119 Interior: leather seats with foldable middle 
tier for presidential configuration. Contact Mr Ng: 
+60 3 3371 0817 (Malaysia) 

eXcellent eXample Of a mODel a   Inspected 
by the Model A society president and passed with 
flying colours. New battery, water pump. Starts every 
time, got 2nd prize at the Waimate rally a few years 
ago. This car is in excellent order, very little use in 
the last two years. Located just west of Christchurch. 
Price $27,000 or near offer. Tel 0274  697 214 .
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1946 tRiUmpH 1800 ROaDsteR,  ex ClassicCar 
Museum display car. Very good condition. Much 
work done, never restored, only three private 
owners, used as a show car by its uk owner. $39,000 
ono. Phone Paul Fussey 07 823 7448.  mem

OlDsmOBile  skin-type hubcaps. Very good, not 
perfect, order. 1936 (sure) & other (not so sure). 
oD 1936=245, other=225. Gripping diameter, 
1936=197mm, other=187mm. Crest on other 
painted red for this photo. $20 each & freight. Phone 
03 354 9264.  mem

1983 fORD cORtina 2.0 gHia aUtO  straight 
body. Paint poor, upholstery a little sad. Reg on hold 
as is where is.$1,000 ono. Phone 07 575 3819.  mem

WOlseleY 1936 seRies 2 25Hp.  original 
unrestored car in very good order. Present 
owner has had the car for 43 years, motor was 
o/h five years ago. New reg and WoF. Spares 
include complete mobile body with trailer load of 
mechanical parts. $17,500. Phone 03 342 9974  mem

1958 mistRal fORD 100e  running gear. New 
motor. Weltex distributors. Chassis build no 58010, 
ideal start into pre '60 motor sport. $8,000. Phone 
09 426 4765.

1975 DaimleR XJ6  New brakes, new water pump, 
stripped ready for painting needs finishing. Goes 
okay, needs manual choke fitted for starting. $3,500 
ono. PHone 03 439 5534 evenings.  mem

aUtHentic peRiOD aUtO UpHOlsteRY faBRic 
 High-wool content and heavy duty. Four seat and 
two headliner fabrics. 1.37m wide. $30 to $60 per 
metre and freight. Phone 03 354 9264 for info and 
fabric swatches.  mem

vintage tRUnKs  made to order or stock sizes. 
Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   mem.

Why buy

Beaded Wheels  

– when you can 
get it free*

Membership fees vary from branch to branch
www.vcc.org.nz | phone 03 366 4461   

admin@vcc.org.nz

Join us today - we have over 35 
branches and over 8,000 members 

throughout New Zealand

*Join the Vintage Car Club 
and receive each issue of 
Beaded Wheels delivered 
to your letterbox as part 

of your membership

Joining the Vintage Car Club costs 
little more than you have been 

paying for this magazine and yet 
you receive all the other benefits 
of belonging to our great club 

including free advertising in this 
magazine. 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) 
caters for all motor vehicles that 
are over 30 years old but it is not 
a requirement to own an eligible 
vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 
membership application forms 

and branch details. Contact your 
local branch for more information, 

addresses are listed inside the 
front cover of this issue.
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cYlinDeR HeaD 1923 talBOt 
DaRRacQ.   Design: oHV, Type: DB, DC or DD, 
Engine Size: 1597cc, Specifications: Total length 
495 mm; total width 130 mm; height 80 mm. 
Greg Spackman, 31 Bromley Street, WANNIASSA   
ACT 2903, Australia. Phone number is 0061 2 
6231 2559 or 0061 404 059 075

1930-31 FoRD MoDEL A.  Prefer Fordor, must be in 
excellent condition with no rust. Phone David 07 
543 3684 or 027 451 0700.  mem.

1954 MG TF  spare wheel carrier for pressed steel 
wheel and tool box lid. Phone Russell 03 6159316 or 
email dale123@xtra.co.nz             mem

ALuMINIuM BoDY FoR 1928 AuSTIN 7 ToPHAT  
Saloon Model R wanted. This is a suicide door 
model (door hinged at rear). Suitable for parts 
or restoration. Any condition considered. Phone 
Rodney oliver 06 758 7730.     mem

BY-PASS oIL FILTER.  RYCo ZA2 or GuD/WIX Z3 or 
Tecalemit FB2052 or Purolater MF6103 or FRAM 
PS826 or AC SA or unipart GFE107/132. This filter 
has a male fitting 5/8” long, 7/16” dia, 18tpi (BSF). 
Branch Parts can you please check? An engine 
gasket set for an early (1960) Triumph Herald 
948cc would be good too! Standard 10 the same? 
Phone Andy Hammond Cambridge 07 823 5712 
apushrod@nznet.co.nz  mem

EXCELSIoR 98CC GoBLIN MoToR,  with two speed 
gearbox motorports and Corgi bike frame or parts 
or whole motor. Phone Den 03 693 9016.  mem

HuBCAPS AND TRAFFICAToRS FoR  1949 Lo-Lite 
Morris Minor must be in good condition. Please 
phone Robert 027 444 1333.  mem

JAGuAR MkVII  manual overdrive gearbox wanted. 
Phone 07 575 3819.  mem

NEW STEERING SuSPENSIoN  and other parts 
wanted for Vintage cars. Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Road, 
Papatoetoe, Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 
evenings.  mem

RESToRING FoRD 1930-31 MoDEL A PICkuP  but 
missing rear steel cab panel and gauge panel for 
dash, bonnet, possibly other parts. Maybe donor 
car? Getting desperate look at anything please 
phone Simon and leave a message 03 686 2633.  mem

RoLLING CHASSIS  1910 to 1932 wanted, any make 
or model. Phone John 021 900 310.

1934/1935 fORD mODel B OR v8   long spare 
wheel hub cap band wanted, as per photo above, 
(short one not required). Phone 06 278 6937 
email ijs@xtra.co.nz.   mem

WANTED to Buy

steeRing BOX tO sUit 1938 – 1939  HUDsOn.   
Any condition, outer column not required.  
Email  brtaylor@xtra.co.nz  Phone Barry 03 342 
8526    mem

1930-’35 V8 RoADSTER WANTED  Average 
condition or in pieces is fine. No rust. Phone Steve 
07 575 0886.  mem

VANGuARD RoAD WHEEL  15inch, 5 stud, good 
condition. Phone 07 345 6540.  mem

VANGuARD SPACEMASTER  Body in good order. 
odd small dent acceptable but no rust. Would 
consider a complete car if the body is good. Phone 
027 209 7426.  mem

WANTED STuDEBAkER TRuCk,  look at anything, 
phone 027 643 5003.  mem

WANTED To BuY  a reasonably priced Vauxhall 
J pre-war restoration, finished. Phone D Brown,  
03 684 3390.  mem

Please advise National Office 
of any changes of address or 
sales/purchases of vehicles. 
Email admin@vcc.org.nz or 

post details to VCCNZ,  
PO Box 2546,  

Christchurch 8140

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

AuSTIN ALLEGRo,  2 door model. Any information 
as to whereabouts of one of these gratefully 
welcomed. Phone Jim Madgwick 07 888 0772, 
Matamata.  mem

mOtOR as illUstRateD  in any condition. Even 
just the bottom crankcase assembly would be 
okay. Phoen John 06 751 5554.  mem
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PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

trade dIreCtory

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, reV CoUnters, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit AnY instrUMent to AnY  

trAnsMission etC. fULL serViCinG & repAirs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 barbadoes St, christchurch, NZ. phone / Fax 03 366 9554

I’m looking for cars with overheating problems

Please call me anytime for a chat

Roy King 0800 46 33 46
liquidintelligence115.com.au roylking@xtra.co.nz

1ST STEP – A Clean System
Liquidintelligence 239 – Cooling system cleaner. 70 times 
the cleaning power of other flushes. 
Comes as a kit – enough for 30 Litres

$123.50 
incl GST 

incl Freight

2ND STEP – Any car that struggles to keep cool or 
blows coolant out needs this synthetic coolant.
Liquidintelligence 115 – Fully synthetic coolant, doubles the 
boiling temp, never stops transferring heat from the engine 
to the radiator, lasts forever – totally harmless to all 
metals, plastics etc.

$31.50 
per litre

incl GST 
+ Freight

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92 

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146  
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171  

First published in 1973.  
Most back issues are available. All vehicles featured are 
restored or in original condition. Events, How To’s and 

Australian motoring history are a specialty.

restored cars magazine australia
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2014 National North Island 

18—21 April 2014 

A relaxed back-to-basics rally—just like the “old days” 
No open day or gymkhana 

Two days of pleasant motoring on scenic roads 

Based in Waipukurau, and hosted by the Central Hawke’s Bay 
Branch, the venue is the scenic Pukeora Estate—a stunning 

hilltop function centre with on-site accommodation 

Rally entry numbers will be limited by accommodation      
so don’t delay in making a booking 

For entry forms and accommodation details, contact the Rally 
Secretary, Suzanne McCool (06) 856 8087 or 

cools29@hotmail.com 

NORTH OTAGO BRANCH of VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND (Inc.)

NGAPARA - COAL PIT HILL CLIMB

1st Doug Algie - Ford V8 Special

Wayne Abernethy 03 439 5171 or 027 432 0209
Murray Frew 03 424 0228 or 027 432 6756

2014 EVENT
SUNDAY 13th APRIL 2014

50 YEARS 
SINCE THE FIRST EVENT

Was held on November 16th 1963

Principal Sponsor  
of the  
2014 National South 
Island Easter Rally

We’re Just Waiting for You All 
to Arrive Now and Enjoy the 
West Coast Rally

Register now
Contact: ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz

SWAP MEETS & rallieS

48 Beaded Wheels

Northland Vintage Car Club

ENquiRiEs tO 
Graeme Dawson Ph 09 434 7215 or
Lawrence Hiller Ph 09 438 4448 bus

NorthlaNd ANNuAL COmBiNED  

sWaP MEEt 
with Whangarei Rod & Custom Club

Northern Street Rods inc
Car Display & Show

Sunday 27 April 2014  
at Heritage Park SH14 – maunu Whangarei

Gate open to Public at 8am

adMissiON 
 $5 per adult | under 14 Free

Display Cars & Drivers Free | Passengers $5
Trade Site $25 | Stalls $10 
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2014

50 5OYR HERITAGE 
RALLY & TOUR

                       VCCNZ NELSON BRANCH

5OYR HERITAGE 
RALLY & TOUR

11-17 April 2014
Sunny Nelson invites all VCC members to;

Rally Weekend – 11-13 two routes on good roads.
Tour Week – 14-17 Nelson, Blenheim, Reefton, 

Westport, Greymouth.
 Real Vintage Motoring  –  Join the fun 

You can enter either or both

Contact: Rally Sec. 4 Marchwood Gr. Richmond, 7020 
jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz  Phone 03 544 9998

36th AnnuAl  

PuKEKOHE  
SWAP MEET

FRANKLIN A & P SHOWGROUNDS

March 1 & 2 2014
General Admission $5 per day  

Selling Sites $40 all weekend (includes driver’s admission)

Gates open 2pm  
Friday 1 March for sellers.

Selling sites $40 all weekend.  

Proudly supporting St Johns.

regiStratioN oF iNtereSt 

2014 NORTH ISLAND
CLUB CAPTAIN’S  
TOUR 6 – 16 APRIL 2014

The tour will begin with a get together morning tea, at 
the Waikato Branch Clubrooms in Cambridge on Sunday 

6 April, and finish in Waipukarau on Wednesday afternoon 
16 April, in time for the North Island Easter Rally. The tour 
will take you through the South Waikato and Bay of Plenty 

areas, then around East Cape to Gisborne, and finishing 
at Waipukarau. There will be 10 overnight stops enroute 

before the finish and covers approximately 750 miles. 
Entrants may join or leave the tour as they wish.

to register your interest, and receive an itinerary,  
please contact

Paul Collins, North Island Club Captain
376 Port Albert Road,
 R.D.2 Wellsford, 0972

Ph: 09 423 7888 • email: nicc@vcc.org.nz 

 Vcc Nz Ashburton Branch

SWAPMEET
 

Saturday 3 May 2014
Club Grounds 86 Maronan Road, Tinwald Ashburton

 
No Dogs Allowed  • Catering by Ashburton Lions Club 

Site Bookings to KATHRYN SHAW
30 James St, Ashburton 7700

Email katrev@clear.net.nz    
Phone 03 307 8896

Gates  
Open  

7.30am

MANAwAtu BrANch Vcc

50th Annual  
ruAhiNe rAMBle 

1–2 March 2014
The Manawatu Branch is pleased to be able to cel-
ebrate with a similar event, the 50th Anniversary of 

the first  “Ruahine Ramble” on 7 March 1964.

Saturday 1 March  Rally, Concours, Driving Tests     
Dinner, Awards, Social evening.

Sunday 2 March  Morning tea and farewell.                       

For entry information contact 
Dennis Milne  Ph (06) 3293 830 or milne@xtra.co.nz

VCC NZ GORE BRANCH

SUNDAY 13 APRIL 2014  
WAIMEA STREET

8am  start • Breakfast  Available
Admittance    Adults $3 • Children Free  • Seller  Sites $5

Enquiries  Stewart  03 208 7932  Barry 03 208 4877

For information contact  
Rob 027 495 5567



2014 NatioNal VeteraN rally
Hosted by the Waikato Branch Vccnz

19-23 March 2014 Te Awamutu
followed by the

FouNders PriNce HeNry tour
24-26 March 2014

The Waikato branch invites all Veteran Owners to participate in 
the 2014 National Veteran Rally to be followed by a three day 

optional Founders Prince Henry Tour.

The rally will be a hub rally and cater for the specific needs of all 
types of Veteran vehicles and the full range of their capabilities. 
All roads used for the rally are sealed secondary country roads 

with Saturday 22 March being the only competitive day. 
The Optional Founders Prince Henry Tour will be more of a 

“challenge” for Veterans, drivers and passengers.

entries close 5 February 2014 
Entry forms will be available with Rally Newsletter No 3 or can 

be obtained from the Rally Secretary P.O. Box 5697 
Hamilton 3242 or email: reece.sue@orcon.net.nz

 

Principle sponsor of the 2014 National Veteran Rally
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SWAP MEETS & rallieS
 

Horowhenua Branch VCC NZ Inc. 

A N N U A L   
SWAP MEET 
& COLLECTABLES DAY 

 

Saturday 22nd  March 2014 
Gates open 7am 

 
Levin Show Grounds Events Park 

14 TiroTiro Road Levin 
 

Admission  
Stall Holders $10 - Public $5 - Children Free   

 
Food and Drink on site all day 

Something for everyone                                                       
Spares open at 10am 

 
Inquiries to Pete Collins 

06 368 5885 or 0274 862 639 
horowhenuaglass@vodafone.co.nz 
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Horowhenua Branch VCC NZ Inc. 

A N N U A L   
SWAP MEET 
& COLLECTABLES DAY 

 

Saturday 22nd  March 2014 
Gates open 7am 

 
Levin Show Grounds Events Park 

14 TiroTiro Road Levin 
 

Admission  
Stall Holders $10 - Public $5 - Children Free   

 
Food and Drink on site all day 

Something for everyone                                                       
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horowhenuaglass@vodafone.co.nz 

100 Years of 
DoDge Bros Vehicles

1914 - 1938
Join South Canterbury members, Nola and Alistair Day with 
your Dodge and travel New Zealand during November 2014

Starting north of Auckland 5 Nov,  
concluding in Bluff 25 November 2014.

This is a non-competitive, leisurely tour, to celebrate the 
achievements of John and Horace.

Email nola.day@xtra.co.nz   
or phone 03 688 2617 (evenings) 

 or Alistair’s Cell phone 027 202 5007. 
entries close 7 october 2014

WINCHESTER SWAP MEET  
and BAZAAR

Winchester Domain

Saturday 5 April 2014 
GATES OPEN AT NEW TIME OF 7.30am

$5 entry and NO DOGS ALLOWED.
On site Camping Friday night only 

for SITE BOOKINGS contact Janet ph 03 686 0282 
Swap Meet Chairman. Grant Mehrtens    

Phone 03 684 9094  
VCC – SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 22 February 2014 

Swap Meet starts 7.00 a.m 
 
 Entry: Adults $5.00 Children (under 12) Free 
  

Vintage Car Display – Car parts old & new - Motoring 
books & manuals - Collectibles – Bric-a-brac – 

Refreshments – Sausage sizzle 
 

Venue: Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubrooms 
Satellite Station Rd - off SH.1 - 3 km south of Warkworth 

 

Swap Meet starts 7am
Entry: Adults $5.00   Children (under 12) Free
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Venue: Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubrooms  
Satellite Station Rd, off SH1, 3 km south of Warkworth
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12th National Model A Meet 2015 

PO Box 121, Mosgiel 9053,  
New Zealand
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ashburton   Diane Ross
Ron and Marilyn Galletly hosted 

a very successful club night in October 
in which members of the Canterbury 
Branch Commercial section joined local 
Ashburton members to look over Ron’s old 
vehicles and several collectible tractors and 
stationary motors. 

A few days later the Spring Rally lived 
up to its name, on a perfect calm day 
after several severe damage causing nor’west 
gales, we were privileged to visit an immac-
ulate garden on the outskirts of Ashburton. 
Great to see Eric Johnston attending in 
his recently purchased 1929 Plymouth. 
Congratulations to Kevyn and Iris Begg 
in their 1913 Ford T tourer who were 
celebrating their 62nd wedding anniversary. 

In 1963 the late Cyril Prothoroe 
bought a 1923 Fiat 501 from Cliff Brown 
of Akaroa. Sadly Cyril passed away before 
finishing the restoration and left the car to 
his Nelson-based daughter. Restoration was 
completed and the car used on rallies for a 
time before they decided to sell it last year. 

It’s now back in Ashburton in the hands 
of her brother Warwick Prothoroe, who 
returned it to mint condition for use as a 
taxi at his daughter’s wedding. 

Ollie Hurst’s latest restoration, a 1932 
Ford V8 pickup, is ready for compliancing 
and it should be on the road before this 
goes to print. 

The annual Oakley Posh Picnic took 
place on the first Sunday in December. 
Sadly a thunderstorm and heavy rain 
ruined any chance of much posh picnicking 
so afternoon tea was moved to the old 
school room in the historic Barrhill Village. 
The day ended with a Christmas break up 
function back at the clubrooms. As any 
true Mid-Cantabrian knows any summer 
rain here should bring a smile rather than 
a frown.

auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
Welcome to new members Colin and 

Barbara Brookes with a 1915 Model T 
speedster, a 1924 Lagonda tourer and a 1927 
Morris Cowley tourer.

Also Colin Marshall who has a 1929 
Chev International sedan.

The Hunua 100 saw a smaller field 
enjoy a well plotted rally through rural 
South Auckland with Russel and Jocelyn 
McAlpine overall winners in their Model 
A Ford. A great Auckland summers day 
saw a record turn out (of recent years) for 
a branch run in November with 26 starters 
across every class.

Fortyfour motorcycles took part in 
our Annual Motorcycle Rally with Norm 
Lawrence taking out the overall winners 
spoils on his 1956 Douglas Dragonfly.

Don Johnson has added to his commer-
cial collection with a barrel-nosed Ford 
flatdeck from the Watchorn collection.

A good number of Aucklanders enjoyed 
the Far North Tour including John Stokes 
who completed his 40th Far North Tour 
with the Whippet tourer.

Bob Ballantyne, Norm Dewhurst and 
Eben Moffit were presented 50 year badges 
in November.

Auckland: Murray and Penny Firth’s newly restored Bedford Truck.

Ashburton: Edward and Tabitha helping grandad, Donald Williamson, at the Ashburton Santa Parade.

Ashburton: Kevyn Beggs Ford T, Ross's 1902 
Oldsmobile

Ashburton: 1923 Fiat owned by Warwick 
Prothoroe.

Bay of Plenty: Line up of cars at Althorp 
Retirement Village.
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Central Hawke’s Bay: Geoff Quarrie’s 1930 
Ford Model AA Bus all decked out with the 12 
days of Christmas.
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Our annual gymnic saw a change of 
venue moving to the west of the city and 
was a successful day. There was plenty of 
space to “let go” in the slalom “wiggle 
woggle” which proved very entertaining. 
The lake and dinghy proved too enticing 
for some and Kate Winterbottom and 
Leanne Gorringe had an unexpected dip 
late in the day.

Bay of plenty   David Joblin
For the first time the Branch had a four 

day First of the Summer Days tour. This 
was Jim and Kaaren Smylie’s Franklin trek 
and, once again, those involved enjoyed 
activities and saw sights not normally seen 
or experienced. These included a circuit 
of Hampton Downs raceway (Model As to 
the fore); crawling through wet limestone 
caves (some brave people); riding on the 
Glenbrook railway; visiting out-of-the way 
car collections; seeing the West Coast 
beaches and a guided tour of the Glenbrook 
Steelworks.

Our swap meet was another success. The 
weather was perfect and the branch raised 
more than last year.

The Christmas Party and Restoration 
Awards evening was held in early 
December. There were three cars presented 
to the judges. Their choice awarded first to 
Murray Toms with his superb Jaguar XK 
140S, the two joint runners-up were Clive 
and Maureen Gardner’s immaculate 1960 
Morris Minor 1000 and Frank Parnwell’s 
sparkling 1928 Singer.

Another first for the branch was Chris 
Cole’s idea of a Christmas Cheer tour 
around some of the retirement villages in 
Tauranga. Twenty-four cars, some dressed in 
festive attire and 60 people turned out for 

what was a really successful run. ‘I had one 
of those’ was the most common comment 
from the residents lining the various routes.

New members welcomed include Ian 
Heriot, 1934 Chevrolet Jnr. sedan; Lindsay 
Brayshaw, 1975 Mazda RX2 saloon and a 
1971 MG BGT; Garth and Marcia Reed, 
2000 Mercedes 280 SL convertible; Todd 
and Tracie-Lee Ashton, 1913 Clyno 5/6 750 
m/c, 1925 Rudge Whitworth 350 m/c, 1929 
AJS 500 race bike, 1936 Ariel 600 m/c; 
Carl and Christine Gaudin, 1911 Buick, 
1926 Chrysler Imperial, 1929 Fargo van, 
1930 Chrysler 77, 1951 Matchless motor-
cycle and David and Glenis Morgan, 1976 
BMW 1502 2 door.

Canterbury   Tony Becker
It is amazing how rapidly 2013 shot 

through. Hundreds of organisational 
man-hours, happily contributed by the few 
for the benefit of the many, kept Canterbury 
Branch busy following October’s huge 
Annual Swapmeet and Display. Volunteer 
members’ efforts offered opportunities 
that included some popular Annuals; 
Show Weekend Tour, Homestead Run, 
plus Veteran and Vintage rallies. Several 
subsection social gatherings and of course 
Parts Shed open days and monthly 9-90s 
mid-week outings were all organised by our 
member volunteers. As though that was not 
enough, Christmas added its own unique 
social offering before year’s end. These 
activities require a healthy donation of time 
by our volunteers. Their rewards come by 
way of the gratifying sense of contribution 
and working with others in the common 
cause of club wellbeing. Another bonus 
for the volunteer is the building of closer 
connections with members of similar 

vehicle interest. That said, we sincerely 
thank all of those volunteers for their 
sometimes undervalued input!

The Annual Veteran Run sported no 
less than 15 pre-Vintage vehicles rolling 
out of a sunny Cutler Park. This year it 
took the form of a relaxed picnic run to 
the pleasant Ohoka Domain. Convenor 
Tim Palmer motored his well-prepared 1913 
Unic. Others included Bob Hayes’ Renault, 
John McLaughlin’s 1918 Cadillac V8, John 
Foster’s 1915 Humber and oldest of all, 
George Lee’s 1905 Alldays and Onions. 

The well-planned Show Weekend 
Tour organised by Bob and Esme Humm 
attracted 46 entries, overnighting at 
Omarama. Stops at busy Geraldine and not 
so busy Fairlie added interest, while Lakes 
Tekapo, Pukaki and mighty Benmore drew 
out the cameras.

November’s biggest event, the Annual 
Homestead Run, attracted over 100 shining 
VCC vehicles. Planned by Errol and 
Katherine Smith we visited two properties. 
A fantastic garden at Red Oaks Homestead 
preceded picnic lunch at Waikari Village 
Green and a talk about district history by 
the Mayor. Waipara Springs Wines and 
Farm followed, providing an interesting 
heads-up on that vast local industry by 
owners Keith and Ruth Berry and their 
winemaker son, Scott.

Central hawke’s Bay  Sarndra Raybould
November 16 turned out to be a beautiful 

sunny day for the running of the Central 
Hawke’s Bay Veteran Rally for 2013. Twelve 
Veteran vehicles ranging from 1903 to 1918 
lined up at the start in Waipukurau for the 
run taking in the countryside to the south 
and east of the town. A full report of the 

Central Hawke’s Bay: Elf number one, Geoff 
Quarrie.

Central Hawke’s Bay: Yet another elf, Paul 
Raybould.
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Veteran Rally appears elsewhere in this 
Beaded Wheels issue.

 Waipukurau Christmas Street Parade 
took place on 6 December, with a carrot 
of a prize of $2,000 for the best float in 
the community group section; our branch 
decided to field an entry. It was time to 
don silly hats and board Geoff and Diane 
Quarrie’s 1930 Ford Model AA Bus proving 
perfect for the occasion. Although we did 
not win the prize, it was great to see our 
special entry, together with elves singing 
our version of the twelve days of Christmas, 
leading several of our members driving 
their vehicles in the parade.

Waipukurau’s CHB Aerodrome was the 
venue for a Christmas Party held for the 
families and children of the Hawke’s Bay 
Branch of the Cancer Foundation. Some of 
our members took part in the day providing 
rides in their vehicles for the children, 
who also experienced short flights and fire 
engine rides.

With planning well under way for the 
National Easter Rally in April, members 
will be kept busy in the first part of this 
New Year.

eastern Bay of plenty  Les Costar
Our October Club Run took us up past 

Galatea and through Te Whaiti. Hard to 
imagine there used to be shops and even a 
police station there as all of this has gone 
and is now mostly just scrub land. We then 
travelled on to Mangamate Falls for a picnic 
lunch and a fun quiz, then to Minganui 
Village and home through Murupara.

On Sunday 3 November eight Vintage 
and one modern from our branch attended 
the bi-monthly Classic Car Breakfast. This 
is becoming a popular combined event 

with members from various classic car clubs 
attending.

November was our turn to host Gisborne 
Branch on our annual get together weekend 
and competition. It started about 25 years 
ago with a campout near Matawai, midway 
between Whakatane and Gisborne. These 
days the campout has gone and each 
branch takes turns in hosting the weekend. 
Friday night was noggin and natter at the 
Watchorn complex, then Saturday morning 
a drive to Lake Aniwhenua for lunch and 
gymkhana. Then on to Galatea to a craft 
market and Steiners plasma art, tractor 
display and beer can collection. At the 
evening prize giving the trophy came to our 
branch. 

In December we participated in the two 
local Christmas Parades at Whakatane and 
Kawerau. The Chairman’s Gymkhana was 
held after the Whakatane Parade.

Far North  Dave Duirs
The Forest Gump rally saw a dozen 

cars and 30 people navigating their way 
around the Far North Aupouri pine forest. 
Interpretation of the “straight ahead” rules 
caused some interesting diversions as did 
the gale force winds a few days earlier 
which, by shifting sand and toppling trees, 

called for route changes. After the forest 
roads, the scenery and glimpses of the wild 
horses we were rewarded with lunch at 
Hukatere Lodge. The afternoon session 
saw the Pooley/Hills VW Beetle victors. A 
challenging day for vehicles and crews.

The annual Dunny Run, organised by 
the Northland branch this year, started as 
usual in Kawakawa and wended its way to 
the back of Opua and across to Okaihau 
and back to Milton Randall’s tractor collec-
tion for a picnic lunch. Far North brought 
back the coveted wooden toilet seat trophy.

Graeme Moore’s gymkhana, managed by 
Peter Mason on Win Matthews’ paddock, 
included a number of challenges but 
finally the Woollams (Brough) were the 
smartest followed by the Vince Masons 
(Vauxhall) and Hills (Triumph Stag). The 
day concluded with a pot luck Christmas 
dinner and exchange of gifts.

We hosted the 41st Far North tour after 
the Northland Branch had motored up from 
Whangarei and they joined us next day at 
the clubrooms.

The Blokes Shed days visited the Topps 
and the Wynnes to witness many ambitious 
projects from barn-found chassis to an 80% 
Tiger Moth replica. 

Far North: Gymkhana Penny and Warwick 
Woollams "fill" the radiator!

Far North: Forest Gump starters.

Far North: Gymkhana. Great variety ready for 
the challenge!

Far North: Forest Gump entrants in the bush.

Gisborne: A 1926 Thorneycroft awaits restoration.
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gisborne  Rodney Clague
We had a good turnout of vehicles at 

our display at the annual A&P Show in 
October and it was especially pleasing to 
see the 1929 Austin Seven Chummy owned 
by Jonty Hall and Alex Thorpe out for the 
first time after an overhaul.

A marvellous weekend weather-
wise provided a great foundation for the 
Fourth National Commercial Rally held in 
Gisborne at Labour Weekend and enjoyed 
by entrants from Dargaville to Oamaru. 

Our November run took the form 
of a shed raid to Mahia. Our hosts had 
purchased the lighthouse-keeper’s house 
from Portland Island and after dismantling 
it had it shipped by barge to Mahia where 
it was re-erected. We were given a talk on 
the wreck of the Tasmania which sank off 
Mahia in 1897. It is now owned by our host 
and he and his family enjoy diving on it. 
From there we moved on to a farm where we 
were able to view a 1926 Thorneycroft truck 
acquired from Hawke’s Bay several years 
ago, and a 1943 Dodge 6x6 personnel carrier 
which is still used occasionally around the 
farm. The Thorneycroft is the next on the 
list to be restored. We were also able to view 
a collection of National stationary engines, 
and witnessed the starting of a large Model 
M hot-bulb engine which ran very sweetly. 
A very interesting day.

Chairman Mark Dunn organised a run 
in January to commemorate 100 years since 
the first motor car traversed the Arakihi 

Road, combining it with a campout at 
Arakihi Station. 

gore    Jim Mcfadzien
On a dry road surface, which by the 

time of the last run had the tar melting at 
the start line, the Johnston special of Dave 
Harris (a Southland Club member) proved 
the fastest of the 11 starters in the annual 
Josephville Hill Climb. He was kept on 
his mettle by the little Furi Impulse of Jim 
Bennett.

Mervyn Frew in his Porsche 911SC, easily 
the fastest saloon, was only two seconds 
down on the specials. The ‘Best perfor-
mance of the day’ trophy went to David 
North for his first foray at hill climbing in 
his Caterham, powered by a two litre Alfa 
Romeo, with very consistent times.

Our Auction night at the November 
meeting brought a lot of laughs and some 
$600 – our ‘hyped auctioneer’ Gerry 
Kennedy learnt not to out bid himself.

The 26 November Tuesday Ramble 
which went to the lignite pit for lunch and 
then to ‘Ruth’s Place’ to view her collection 
and garden. 

In early December 17 RSA members 
were taken on the annual Diggers Run 
to Riversdale to look at some members’ 
collections then back to our clubrooms for 
afternoon tea.

hawke’s Bay   Esther Smith
The Labour Weekend Safari organised 

by Trevor and Lyn Charman was based in 

Te Kuiti, the smaller number attending did 
have the benefit of allowing everyone to 
stay at the same venue and to really enjoy 
each others’ company.

In mid November our branch joined with 
Central Hawke’s Bay for a great double; On 
Saturday the annual Veteran Run organised 
by the Central Hawke’s Bay Branch and on 
Sunday the Homestead Run organised by 
Esther and Graham Smith of the Hawke’s 
Bay Branch. There were about 65 cars on 
the run. Our first call was to the Waipawa 
Municipal Theatre, just a stroll across the 
road from the start area. This 100 year 
old theatre has been extensively restored 
and is succeeding in attracting support 
from both touring productions and local 
organisations. The next venue was Airle 
Mount, a large house right in the middle of 
Waipukurau, which dates back to the 1880s. 
Our final call was Mount Vernon Station. 
This homestead takes its name and style 
from the plantation home of America’s first 
president George Washington in Virginia. 
This was a great place for everyone to 
spread out and enjoy a leisurely picnic in 
the gardens.

Traditionally we have an auction 
of donated goods at the December club 
night. Derek Gordon, our usual auctioneer, 
was out of action, however his substitute 
Barry Price did a great job and we raised 
about $800. Another popular event is the 
Children’s Christmas Party held in great 
surroundings at the clubrooms. Hilary and 
Richard Anderson decided that such an 

Hawke's Bay:Christmas party Father Christmas 
arrives in style.

Hawke's Bay:Christmas party egg and spoon 
race for the big kids.

Hawke's Bay:Christmas Party tug-of-war.

North Otago: Gordon Pringle  and his 1955 
Velocette LE 200 with UK visitor Martin Allen. 
Photo N. Rooney.

Marlborough: The branch 1922 ACE.
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event was needed and put a huge amount of 
effort into its organisation. All the old style 
games are played and thoroughly enjoyed 
by the children, grandchildren and adults. 
Naturally Father Christmas also made an 
appearance.

horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Our annual rally the Tararua Trundle 

was very well attended and was run around 
local roads with a one-off road section 
linking the route after having passed 
through some interesting farmland with 
great views. Back at the clubrooms the 
two club captains had their work cut out 
marking answers to the numerous questions 
en route.

Our flour mill project is complete with 
the opening on 26 January when our 
branch is holding an open day to encourage 
new members with an emphasis on younger 
people. The clubrooms will be open and 
cars on display plus some information 
regarding activities and restoration.

Wayne Millington (Ben) has made great 
progress with his Maxwell truck. The motor 
was overhauled by Murray Horn and Ben 
has made all the tipping mechanism from 
the original patterns on the truck. Ivan 
Horn has finished his Model T delivery 
van and reports say it looks great. Andrew 
Heffey looks like he will have his 1915 T 
tourer on the national model T rally in 
Palmerton North.

Mark Morgan has returned from the 
Bendigo swap meet having had a great time 

manawatu  Allan Hardacre
Len Haycock’s New Year’s Day run 

was, as always, a pleasant relaxed day with 
around 25 cars setting off for a slightly 
convoluted run from Bulls to Hunterville 
for lunch with the Wanganui Branch and 
the Taihape team. Len led us back over 
Mount Curl, quite a steep winding road 
with lots of corrugations. Len was driving 
like the Stig and the rear of the Dodge was 
bouncing wildly. When driving an open 
tourer, what is going on up in the sky is 
always interesting, it might be as incon-
sequential as an incontinent sparrow but 
in this case a dark line over Kapiti was 
heading north so we “opened ‘er up” and 
had the car tucked up warm and dry in the 
garage before the fine weather ended for a 
few days. 

We only had a very small field of seven 
cars for the Veteran run up and around the 
Pohingina Valley with lunch at Songbird 
gardens. A good day was had by all and we 
finished the day with a few refreshments 
and a barbie at the clubrooms afterwards. 

marlborough  Chris de Wagt
Marlborough has been treated to some 

very warm and wonderful weather, perfect 
for the older vehicles to take to the roads 
and many of the members have done just 
that. Our Monday Jaunts have proven 
popular with many taking the chance to 
meander to Rumble Bay at the mouth of 
the Awatere River, followed a couple of 
weeks later by a picnic at the Onamulutu 

Domain. Last tour out was to the Delta 
Lake with an upcoming drive to Tempello 
Air Strip all arranged by members Mike 
and Karen Gray. It’s a shame some of us 
have to work as I am sure many more 
members would take up the Jaunt if there 
wasn’t the need for a regular pay packet to 
finance the many backyard projects.

Again, these last two months have been 
busy with new members in December. Ed 
and Dianne Johnson with a 1928 Model 
A Ute and in January Donald and Roberta 
Cameron – 1937 Ford V8 Delux, Peter 
Collins – 1927 Hupmobile tourer and Brett 
and Janet Hornblow – 1928 Chrysler truck. 
We look forward to seeing you out and 
about in the near future.

In December the branch was officially 
handed ownership of the 1922 ACE motor-
cycle which is currently on display in our 
museum. The ACE, which was spruced 
up for this special occasion by motorcycle 
members Barry Hutchinson, Roger Gleeson 
and Gordon Findlay specially for the day 
looked wonderful. The branch is honoured 
to have it for preservation for future genera-
tions. The ACE has been in the Boyce 
family since new and was restored by John 
in time for the 1977 National Vintage 
Motorcycle Rally. The previous owners 
John Boyce and his family made the very 
generous gift to the branch

Christmas functions are behind us now, 
but our New Years Eve Noggin and Natter 
proved to be a winner. Thanks to Les for 

Manawatu: The Chamberlain Reos at the 
Woodville Christmas parade

Manawatu: The Cocker and Callesen Cadillacs 
and Len Haycocks Chev at Songbird gardens.

Horowhenua: Ben Milligton’s Maxwell truck is taking shape.
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acting as both the chef and the light theat-
rical entertainment that followed. 

The New Year’s Day Harris bach visit 
was also popular, hosted by Trevor and 
Doreen Harris annually at their Bach in 
the Marlborough Sounds. It’s a casual affair; 
with members calling in during the day for 
a cuppa and a piece of Christmas cake, a 
tradition for the branch that has been going 
on for the last thirty plus years. 

January brought the local race meeting 
and our Race Day Picnic. An enjoyable 
day out but no-one picked the winners 
consistently enough to be considering a 
new project.

February 6 is branch Heritage Day held 
at Brayshaw Park in conjunction with the 
other park members. Traditionally a big day 
for the membership with a large selection 
of vehicles, motorcycles, and tractors on 
display. If you are in Marlborough this is 
one event not to be missed. The park opens 
at 10am with a gold coin donation entry. 

North otago   Nonie Rooney
The North Otago Swap Meet was held 

on a brilliant November day at the local A 
& P showgrounds. This year the swap meet 
was well patronised with more sale sites and 

customers compared to last year. There was 
an impressive line-up of display vehicles as 
an added attraction. Some members took 
their Veteran and Vintage vehicles down 
town to join the Heritage Parade, part of 
the annual Oamaru Victorian Heritage 
Week.

Our main event for the year, the 
Windsor Rally on 7 December, started from 
the southern Historic Precinct area with 53 
vehicles taking part. A drive through the 
main town, the southern streets of Oamaru 
and part of Weston before heading into 
the countryside, gave opportunities for the 
public to see the cars in action. The oldest 
vehicle was a 1911 Clement Bayard roadster 
2 cylinder 7hp. This is owned by Craig and 
Tiffany Armiger who were accompanied by 
their three month old daughter. There were 
four Veterans entered, six Vintage, five Post 
Vintage and nine Post War vehicles. Post 
60 vehicles were more numerous with 18 
entrants. One Post 80, seven commercial 
and four motorcycles completed a varied 
line up of the older motoring scene. The 
lunch stop and field tests were held at 
Enfield Domain, often used by the branch 
since the inaugural Windsor rally in the 
early ‘60s. Rally aggregate overall was won 

by John Chynoweth in his 1917 Buick 
truck, second Colin O’Hara with his 1930 
Austin 7 and third Brian Perkins in his 
1925 Dodge tourer. The People’s Choice 
trophy went to Craig Armiger and his 1911 
Clement Bayard.

North Shore   Mary Lloyd
As a branch of the NZ Vintage Car 

Club members are justifiably proud of 
their premises on Auckland’s North Shore, 
especially the Restoration shed. Imagine 
the shock when the guys arrived to a shed 
covered in graffiti. Some mindless hoons 
had left their mark. A furious team got to 
work, cleaned and painted the walls and 
left the investigation to the police. 

The dedicated team continued with the 
restoration regardless and have now ordered 
aluminium sheets to panel the Dennis Bus 
and the Chev car is progressing well. The 
alarm system has also been extended.

The Swap Meet in November was 
successful and well attended with a good 
turnover of parts. Our Christmas Party and 
Gymkhana was held on a lovely sunny 
afternoon at the clubrooms. There were 
several new challenges to test the cars’ 
manoeuverability and drivers’ skills. Our 

North Shore: 1930 Chrysler Phaeton restored by the 
late Frank  Knight, now owned by Alistair Reynolds.

North Otago: Craig  and Tiffany Armiger and their 
1911 Clement Baynard. Photo Maureen McNamara.

North Otago: 1947 Citroen Light 15 and owner 
Lyndon Goodman of South Canterbury. Photo N 
Rooney.

North Otago: 1918 Ford Model T van of Nevin Gough (Dunedin) 
and 1914 Buick tourer (Neil Rooney). Photo N Rooney.

North Otago: A line up of vehicles prior to start of Windsor Rally 2013. 
Photo N Rooney.
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devious planners had cars squeezing into 
impossibly tight spaces and towing boards 
with wine glasses filled with water with 
strict instructions not to spill a drop! 
Hilarious and hair raising! A couple of 
cars had to be towed back up the hill 
when they were overcome by the fun and 
games. No cars or humans were hurt in the 
Gymkhana. 

The Pot Luck Christmas Party followed 
with the arrival of Santa on the fire engine. 
Much anticipated by the children, they had 
a great time chasing lollies and receiving 
their presents. 

otago   Graeme Duthie
The Taieri Tour departed from the 

clubrooms, and as there was more than 
one route it was a case of don’t follow the 
car in front. We enjoyed the Taieri roads 
and arrived for lunch and some interesting 
field activities at the Outram Rugby Club. 
After lunch there was a new route sheet to 
take us back to the clubrooms for the prize 
giving. We had 60 entrants; two motorcy-
cles, three Veterans, 21 Vintage, 13 PV, 9 
PVW, and 12 P60.

 Veteran class first prize and overall 
winner, Nevin Gough, Model T Ford; 

Vintage class Bruce Bush, 1924 Austin 12/4; 
Post Vintage John Paramor, 1936 Chevrolet; 
Post War Murray and Denise Randall, 1958 
Sunbeam Rapier; Post 60, Merv and Lynn 
Thomson, 1963 Hillman Minx, Motorcycle 
Post Vintage, Ron Gilbert, 1979 BMW. 
Organiser Mike Purdie-Smith is new to this 
and he gave us a very interesting route.

The branch’s first open day was the day 
after the Taieri tour and we considered it a 
success for a first time event. 

The Veteran and Commercial Rally 
left the club rooms and travelled to the 
Peninsula then back through town, over 
the Old North Road, coming back past the 
Eco sanctuary and finishing at the Long 
Beach Community Hall. After lunch the 
cars returned to the Club for the Prize 
giving. First Veteran, Sir Julian Smith, 1912 
Ford T; First Commercial, Ruth and Gil 
Edmonds, 1976 Mini panel van; first in 
supporters Jim Casey, 1950 Austin Atlantic. 

The branch Christmas barbeque was 
held at the clubrooms where we had a very 
good attendance. 

We are getting ready for the 60th 
Dunedin Brighton run at the end of January 
and I am busy preparing my 1918 Ford TT 
Truck for the run.  

Southland   Stuart Francis
The Ladies’ Run is a firm favourite in 

the branch’s calendar but somehow it did 
not happen last year. Alice Craig decided 
to organise it this year and it took place on 
Sunday 24 November with a good turnout 
of six vehicles, 18 ladies, and sunshine. The 
run started from the Burt Munro statue in 
Invercargill and ran to the rather macabre 
sounding “The Church of the Dolls” (a 
dolls collection in an old church) and 
then on to Winton for coffee, cakes and 
a Christmas quiz. The run was a great 
success, with all the ladies travelling round 
in Classic or Vintage vehicles and at least 
one lady looking to buy a suitable vehicle 
for next year’s run. 

The Hokonui hill climb is run up a 
¾ mile gravel road up the side of a steep 
hill. The recently graded undulating course 
with a couple of demanding bends made 
for a challenging drive. Only two vehicles 
and three drivers entered this year, but 
that did not diminish the fun competitors 
and spectators had. Giles Gill and his son 
Malcolm, were in Giles’ Morgan +4 and 
Rhys Wilson was on his 1937 500cc Rudge 
Ulster. Each competitor had a practice run 
and three competitive runs, each making 

North Shore: Peter Lloyd's 1948 Mercury and 
Dennis Martin's 1937 Morris 8.

North Shore:  Clive Sandham's Chrysler 70.North Otago: Stephen Hinds and his 1923 Morris Cowley.   Photo Maureen McNamara.

Otago: Taieri Tour, Chris Lovell-Smith's 1936 SS 
Jaguar.

Otago: Taieri Tour, Amy Macklan and Glen 
McConachie, 1927 Model T Ford.

Otago: Taieri Tour, Kevin Casey's '41 Cadillac.

North Otago: 1918 Ford Model T van of Nevin Gough (Dunedin) 
and 1914 Buick tourer (Neil Rooney). Photo N Rooney.
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marked improvements to their original 
times. After a sedate practice run Malcolm 
outran his father on the subsequent runs, 
perhaps less inhibited by repair costs. Rhys’ 
second run was slightly slower than the 
first, he ran wide on a corner had to take to 
the grass verge and then get back on track.
It took some time for us to realise that Rhys 
was breaking the track record on each run, 
setting the fastest time of the day of 51.34 
secs on his final run.

The fifteen entrants for the commer-
cial run set off from the Bill Richardson 
Truck Museum with a very varied entry 
from a Dodge fire truck to a Morris Minor 
pickup and three new acquisitions from 
the museum. The run stopped at Lindsey 
McKenzie’s farm at Ringway Ridges to 
view his impressive collection of restored 
vehicles; 1926 Chrysler 70 tourer, 1925 
Dodge coupe, 1918 Model T 1 ton truck 
and 1927 Dodge sedan, two 1937 Massey 
Harris 4 wheel drive tractors, 1920 Ford 
tractor Model N and Fordson E27N tractor. 
This was followed by a drive through 
virtually deserted Southland country roads 
to a stop at Otautau. It was then a quick 
run back to the clubhouse for the awards. 

Overall winner was Peter Hilston in his 
1968 Bedford Lorry.

South otago   John Cook
Branch members have been out and 

about quite a bit in the last couple of 
months.

In December the branch’s Blue Smoke 
Brigade had their mopeds and scooters out 
to the Whizzing Around the Taieri run by 
the Otago Branch. Starting at Fairfield, 
going down the coast road through 
Brighton to Taieri Mouth for lunch the 
strong head wind made it hard going for 
some. After lunch there was a speed check 
to see how fast you could make your bike go 
with speeds ranging from 40 to 60 kph and 
then a return run back to Fairfield .

Our picnic run held in December to 
Black Gully Domain West Otago had a 
good turnout despite the inclement 
weather. 

Plans are well in hand for our 40th 
motorcycle rally to be held in March 2014. 
Look out for an entry form as it promises to 
be something different.

taranaki   Colin Johnston
Our annual Maunga Moana Rally will 

be held for the 49th time in the central 
town of Stratford this year in conjunction 
with an afternoon motor show which is 
being held to boost club funds. The road 
rally will start and finish in Stratford and 
will take in some real Taranaki scenery 
back country roads. The rally is being held 
in Stratford so that come next year we will 
be celebrating the 50th annual Maunga 
Moana in New Plymouth. We would like 
to see as many of the entrants from over 
those last 50 years as possible along with 
new entrants. Put Anzac weekend 2015 on 
your calendars now and plan to be in New 
Plymouth for a rally to remember.

Last year in November we held the 
Potters Paddock Gymkhana event at our 
clubrooms. It was a small challenging course 
set around the grass areas of the clubrooms 
and after the events were run Mrs Madeline 
Potter presented the trophy to the winner 
Jim Logan in his 1930 Model A. 

The mid week run in November took 
in a tour of the Fonterra Whareroa plant 
in Hawera. They employ a staff of 1000 
and have a milk processing capacity of 14 
million litres a day and produces the largest 

Otago: Taieri Tour, Ross & Kathleen Jefferson , 
1929 Model A.

Otago: Taieri Tour, Ray & Judy Cook, 1929 
Model A Ford.

Southland: Commercial Run, Trevor Wilkie's Model A Ford AA ute. Southland: Ladies Run, Alice Craig marshalling 
the troops.

Southland: Hokonui Hill Climb, Rhys Wilson 
(1937 Rudge Ulster) blasting away on his record 
breaking run.
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volume of dairy ingredients from a single 
factory anywhere in the world.

Graeme Asquith of New Plymouth has 
joined our branch with his three wheeler 
Morgan and we welcome back Nyall 
Simkin and family who own a very nice 
collection of Rolls-Royce motor cars.

taupo  Greg Nattrass
For November’s branch run we turned 

our efforts to helping with the local white 
ribbon day. Our branch had six cars in 
attendance and for a gold coin donation a 
member of the public could go for a ride 
in one of the cars. Ladies / Boys night this 
year saw the Ladies enjoying a meal out 
at a local restaurant and the Boys were 
hosted by Lakeside Auto Restorations. 
We were taken through the workshop and 
shown different restoration projects and 
the custom jobs they have on the go at 
the moment. At the end of the evening 
the boys joined the ladies for dessert at the 
restaurant.

Our branch run is normally held the 
day after our Christmas dinner but, due 
to the busy time of year, it was decided 
to postpone the run and prepare a run 
for mid January instead. Our club rooms 
have suffered three burglaries during the 

year, all within a month and a half of each 
other. One of these saw our two-day old 
television being stolen, so we had security 
bars made and fitted to the offending 
windows. The television was not replaced 
until the rooms were secure, so as a treat for 
members a movie night (Cars) was set aside 
in December to christen the television. 

wairarapa  Kevin Ball
The highlight of the last couple of 

months was our combined 45th birthday 
and Christmas bash at the stately 
Lansdowne House organised by Val Ball. 
National president John Coomber was 
on hand to honour some long-term VCC 
members – Peter Groves (50 years), Willis 
St Clair and Howard Sims (35 years), and 
Carolyn Colquhoun and Marion Sims (25 
years

The two-day Peter Chisholm Memorial 
Rally took nine vehicles to Wanganui and 
Manawatu (including a steamer trip up 
the Wanganui River). John and Sheila 
Clark organised the run, won by Willis and 
Shirley St Clair.

Forty-four motorcycles from around the 
lower North Island turned out for a Gold 
Medal trial in November. Bruce and Norm 
Hill, from Masterton and Stokes Valley 

respectively and riding a 1954 BSA and 
a 1975 BMW, took top honours. Graham 
Reidy, of Masterton, won the Veteran 
trophy on his 1913 Excelsior.

Now summer’s here Myrna Lane has 
introduced Thursday visits to country 
schools, and these are proving popular with 
members and children.

Our Christmas gymkhana and concours 
day was hilarious. Pat Dutton, aided by 
Barbara Lang, was both organiser and 
overall winner of the gymkhana, while the 
concours went to Martin Hutchison’s Ford 
Zephyr taxi.

On 5 January in pleasant conditios we 
held our annual Coastal Run, organised by 
Neville Taylor. There are limited ways to 
get to the coast, but Nev keeps finding new 
ones. This year’s took cars down Western 
Lake to an old railway wagon on the 
property of Dougal and Denise MacKenzie. 
It will eventually become part of their B&B 
operation, but in the meantime provided 
welcome shelter for lunch. A short run took 
cars to the coast proper and the day ended 
with a barbecue at the Taylor home.

waitemata  Di Humphreys
Twenty four vehicles were lined up to 

do the Chelsea Walsh Hillclimb on Sunday 

Taranaki: Mrs Madeline Potter being driven from 
the clubrooms in her 1930 Model A.

Taranaki: The Potter’s Model A at the horn and 
light test at Potters Paddock Gymkhana.

Taranaki: Brian Bolland trys his hand at golf 
putting at the Potters Paddock Gymkhana.

Waitemata: Brian Fenton in his 'new' 1958 Mistral Sports.Waitemata: Aaron Aldersley winning the Barry 
Gay "Fastest Driver in a Borrowed Car" Trophy.
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Waitemata: Hamish Andrew in his 1931 Wolseley Hornet Special enjoying the 'sweeper'. Waitemata: Robert McNair winning the F.T.D 
Chelsea Hillclimb Dawson Bros. Furniture Trophy.

Wanganui: Brett London with 
trophy

Wanganui: a restoration to be proud 
of”

Wellington: Eating the marigolds in 
Rajasthan. Photo: Kim Rose

Wairarapa: It’s serious business, doing a gymkhana … Doug Curtis and 
Reink Asscher cracked up after getting lost.

Wairarapa: Fascinated Alfredton school children check out Scott Thomson’s 
Brooklands Riley during a weekday school visit. Scott also talked to the children 
and asked them to check sheds on their farms for old cars!

Wairarapa: Members were asked to 
wear what they wore 45 years ago, for the 
branch’s 45th birthday party. Tony and 
Myrna Lane were married in 1968.

Wairarapa: The lineup of bikes for the Gold Medal trial.Wairarapa: The sun’s out at last. A railway wagon 
was our lunch shelter on the Coastal Run.
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3 November. That’s the day tranquil 
Chelsea Reserve comes alive to the sound 
of Vintage engines. The Thomson/McNair/
Aldersley Young Generation Vintage 
Drivers were there in a mixture of Vintage 
and classic machinery. Waitemata Branch, 
for a number of reasons keeps the Chelsea 
Hillclimb entry to pre 1960 so while Louis 
McNair in a 1933 Austin 7 Nippy and 
Aaron Aldersley did an excellent job of 
peddling the Aldersley 1929 Austin 
7 Special, Tamati Thomson and Olivia 
McNair enjoyed unlimited demonstration 
runs throughout the day in their 1970s 
Midgets.

Always nice to welcome entrants from 
other branches and both Geoff Wilson 
in his 1948 MG TC and John Addy in 
his 1958 Speedex Silverstone enjoyed the 
venue and the day. Brian Fenton has sold 
his Austin 7 and was seen enjoying the hill 
in his 1958 Mistral Sports. At last Graeme 
Brayshaw was able to hand over the FTD 
Trophy for someone else to polish so we 
congratulate Robert McNair, 1931 Riley 9/
Moth Special, who promised to continue 
to keep the Dawson Bros Furniture Trophy 
shiny. Aaron Aldersley happily won the 
Barry Gay “Fastest Driver in a Borrowed 

Car”. Hamish Andrew was given the John 
Simpson Trophy for “Seen to be Having 
the Most Fun”. 

Because our New Year’s Eve event was 
not on the calendar this year we held an 
end of year barbeque at the December 
Clubnight. This was a great success with 
many ladies joining us for the evening and 
having the North Shore Branch clubrooms 
to dine in was a plus as the evening was not 
the summer’s eve it should have been.

Within days of entering 2014 we will be 
getting into the organising of our Roycroft 
Trophy Weekend at Hampton Downs 
circuit on 8-9 March. 

Don’t forget that anyone is welcome 
to join us in our madness, topless, winter 
R’OilCan which will be held on the 
weekend 12–13 July 2014.

wanganui  Fay Chamberlain
It was not so long ago Wanganui Branch 

members thought we needed more Sunday 
runs. No complaints this year. Even without 
a club captain members have fronted up 
with ideas and options resulting in a very 
full calendar. From posh picnics, blue 
smoke and pedals, clay pigeon shooting, 

the town has seen many club vehicles out 
and about. 

The Annual “Restoration of the 
Year” drew the usual interest, but sadly 
the rain set in and photo shoots were not 
possible. However, the proud owners gave 
great speeches on the night and voting 
followed. Results were best vehicle restora-
tion to Shane and Noeline Hobman for 
their 1957 Chevrolet coupe, motorcycle 
trophy to Brett London, with his 1972 
Triumph Bonneville, item of interest, Ian 
Chamberlain, with his baby REO replica.

The navigators cup for the year was 
presented to Lee Turner, and the 2013 
willing horse was given to Eilidh Pitkethley 
for the amazing, creative and great stuff she 
has produced in the kitchen over quite a 
few years.

Sadly the branch lost a very valuable 
member in October. Barry Wilson from 
Taihape was a keen restoration man, and a 
willing helper at all times. He leaves behind 
a loving and supportive wife, (Linda), and a 
90% restored 1936 Triumph Gloria sports 
car. He will be missed. 

After the very successful 2012 
International Rally Vintage vehicles have 
been much talked about by the public 

Wellington: Sqwirt: the Branch Dennis fire engine. Photo: Bill Pinkham

Wellington: Overall winners of the November 
Rally: John and Deirdre Blakemore. Photo: Ann 
O’Rorke.

Wellington: November Rally lunch at Battle Hill 
Reserve. Photo: Ann O’Rorke
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Raymond Arthur Ivin (Ray) 
9 September 1926 – 31 December 2013

Ray was born in Palmerston North and 
moved as a young child to Wellington. 
He developed a love of motorbikes as a 
teenager and young man, even trying 
out the Speedway! This came to an 
abrupt end when he had a bad accident 
which left him with a pin in his hip. He 
married Nita Lloyd in 1949, and together 
they bought and ran a general store at 
Raumati South for around eight years. 
My wife, although only five at the time, 
remembers Ray repairing bikes at the rear 
of the store while Nita ran the shop!

On returning to Wellington, Ray 
joined the Wellington branch of the 
Vintage Car Club in 1959, one year 
after it was formed. I am told he worked 
tirelessly for the Club, helping to get it 
set up. His love for Ford Model Ts and As 
began then, and was with him until the 
day he died. 

When he and Nita retired to Levin 
about thirty years ago, Ray transferred to 
the Horowhenua Branch. Again he was 
a tireless worker, especially as he helped 
to set up two lots of new clubrooms. 
He organised working bees, and raised a 
huge amount of money through raffles, 
amongst other things. He also ran the 
spares department for some years. He was 
always to be found in the kitchen making 
the tea on Club nights. If there was a 
job to be done, Ray was there! When 
I transferred from Wellington to the 
Horowhenua Branch in 2001, I remember 
Ray sitting at the back of the room on 
Club nights not hearing what was being 
said, and asking for it to be repeated. He 
was asked to sit at the front next month 
so he could hear, but next month he was 
still sitting at the back!

His life-long interest and knowledge 
of Ford Model Ts and As has been an 
enormous help to members who were 
new to owning these vehicles. In 1962 
Ray was part of the 50 year re-enactment 
of the Model T run from Wellington to 
Auckland. Unfortunately he was unable 
to take part in the 100 year re-enactment 
in 2012 due to poor health. Some of 
the participants called in to see him on 
their way through Levin. I believe when 
Disneyland came to Wellington he drove 

Mickey Mouse in the Street Parade in 
his Model T. Ray and Nita went twice 
to Australia to take part in Vintage Car 
Rallies, and were most years to be found 
in Napier for the Art Deco Weekend in 
February.

Ray suffered a stroke about five years 
ago. Although his health slowed him 
down, when we were building our new 
rooms at the Levin Showgrounds in 
2008, Ray would come along and show 
his interest in what was happening. He 
still managed to make the tea for the 
workers!

Ray received his 50 year membership 
award in 2009. He was also made a Life 
Member of the Horowhenua Branch of 
the Vintage Car Club.

During this last year it was good to see 
Ray attend some meetings, even though 
his health was failing. 

Thank you, Ray, for your enthusiasm, 
drive and hard work for over 50 years. 
The Vintage Car Club has lost one of its 
true characters.

Our deepest sympathy and thoughts 
go to Nita and the family.

Colin Brooks 
Horowhenua Branch Chairman

OBITUARy

The Passing Lane
In this column we acknowledge the recent 

passing of club members, information 
is supplied to Beaded Wheels by Branch 

Secretaries.
Mullaly, Barry Canterbury
Cocks, Peter Manawatu
Ivin, Raymond  Horowhenua
Wolfreys, John Arthur Ashburton

at large. An attempt is being made, with 
branch members, Mainstreet, various clubs 
and organisations of all kinds, to make the 
Wellington Anniversary weekend (19-21 
January) into something special. Wanganui 
branch members are very active on the 
committee in lots of ways, which will also 
include the annual Burma Rally. 

wellington  Ann O’Rorke
The Annual Rally in November 

attracted 32 entries, among them the 1930 
Bugatti featured in the last Beaded Wheels. 
The route took cars through the city and 
out by the Makara wind farm although 
there was very little turbine movement 
due to the fantastic weather. Because of 
the bumper-to-bumper parking for a local 
school’s calf and lamb show, many of us 
missed some silent checks on the way to 
a picnic lunch at the historic Battle Hill 
Reserve. John and Deirdre Blakemore were 
the overall winners in their 1930 Ford 
Model A.

Member Kim Rose spent October in 
Rajasthan riding a Royal Enfield 500cc 
Bullet. Kim says the machines were 
wonderful, being solid, strong, reliable with 
easy starting. With gear lever on the right 
and brake on the left he’d never experi-
enced this before but then, he says, he’s 
only been riding bikes for 40 years! The 
bikes have a definite presence on the road, 
being bigger and louder than the small 
bikes many locals ride. Also they were 
wearing helmets so when the locals saw 
them they usually made room. There were 
no road rules in the towns apart from ‘keep 
to the left’ … but they couldn’t rely too 
much on that!

The 17 cars on December’s Sunday Run 
had a special treat when they were allowed 
over private land to visit the old Wairarapa 
railway tunnel, closed in 1955 when the 
Rimutaka tunnel opened. Richard Davies, a 
Sunday Run stalwart, had actually been on 
the last train through the tunnel – his 1958 
Metropolitan hadn’t even been born then!

The Wellington Christmas Parade gave 
members a chance to showcase the Branch 
vehicles especially Squirt, the Dennis fire 
engine which also features for rides at the 
annual children’s Christmas party.
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www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz 
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden

P 03 314 4422 M 027 221 8092 A H 03 314 4992

Classic and Vintage Restorations

AMERICAN
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ENGLISH

CARS
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or email us at: cis@vero.co.nz

For an obligation free quote call

0800 658 411 select option 2

Come claim time, some insurance providers 
fade into the background...

For over 30 years Vero CIS has partnered with the VCC, supporting branches nationwide and providing 
VCC members with an extensive range of insurance policies at specially negotiated rates. 

Vero CIS prides itself on building comprehensive policies that provide you the very best cover options, 
backed up by a dedicated customer service team committed to helping you every step of the way.

Over 40% of VCC members have already chosen to insure with Vero CIS. So if you have been thinking 
about a change recently, now’s the perfect time to join them. 

Plus, Vero CIS will make a contribution to your local VCC branch for every policy taken out or renewed.

At Vero CIS, your claim comes to the forefront.


