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regarding VICs, logbooks, historic race licences, 
lighting endorsement, registration of vehicles, 
address changes, subscriptions, membership 
cards, speed events.
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PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273 
Email admin@vcc.org.nz
 

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON 
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND 
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA  
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY 
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8443 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO 
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY 
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282 
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo 
Whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH 
237 Stanners Road, RD2 Kerikeri 
0295 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE  
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE  
PO Box 329, Gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY  
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA  
PO Box 458, Levin 5540 
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 
KING COUNTRY 
C/- 34 House Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU  
PO Box 385 
Palmerston North 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH 
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON  
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND  
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO 
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE  
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO  
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA  
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY  
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND  
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO  
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa, 
Balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO 
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI  
C/- 118A Carrington St, 
New Plymouth 4310 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO 
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO  
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE  
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA 
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI  
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON 
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH 
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST  
C/- 92 Dommett Esp,  
Greymouth 7802, 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2014.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED 
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
always welcome. 
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available 
information to:  
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141.  
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2014.

PRESIDENT 
John Coomber  
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION 
Paul Collins 
09 423 7888  nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION 
Alon Mayhew 
03 443 7030 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER 
Michael Lavender  
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR 
Rod Brayshaw 
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD 
Tony Haycock 
03 980 6755  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Ed Boyd 
06 348 4547  mgmt3@vcc.org.nz

Tony Bartlett 
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST 
Marilyn McKinlay 
03 349 6951  bmm45@uclive.ac.nz

The photographs in this issue have been supplied by John Loudon 
from Alexandra. The top image shows what is reputed to be the first 
car (a Hupmobile?) to travel the Nevis Road. Note the stone dragging 
behind to help the brakes on the steep descents.
Bottom left: P M Renton, the Owaka grocer.
Bottom right: Harry McRay with the fleet of trucks used for cartage 
in the ‘30s. Caversham, Dunedin is in the background.
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The 1955 Swallow Doretti, see page 28. 

Meet Alon Mayhew and Socks who took 
part in an interesting jaunt through the 
Nevis, see page 42.
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Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (inc.) and its 35 branches 
covering the length and breadth of the country. 
The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history. it is to these people, who 
appreciate the fascination of age, the individuality 
and the functional elegance of vehicles from a 
bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. by way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
reinforced rubber beads, which fit into the rolled 
edges of the wheel rim. This style of wheel was a 
distinctive feature of early motoring being used 
on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars and most 
motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ adopted 
the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly club 
magazine in March 1955 which was the successor 
to the monthly Guff Sheet.
Copyright Information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided that 
acknowledgement is made to “Beaded Wheels, 
the magazine of The Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (inc)” as the source. Beaded Wheels 
reserves the right to digitally store all published 
material for archival purposes.
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James gray, a Beaded Wheels reader from 
Scotland, has taken a kiwi idea back 
home, see page 20.



president’s 
message

Last issue I was pleased to see that 
Beaded Wheels introduced Soapbox which, 
as the title suggests, is an additional 
opportunity for members to air their views 
on issues they feel are important. I believe 
this new opinion outlet will provide an 
opportunity for members to raise issues 
and challenge the status quo, hopefully in 
a thought provoking and possibly provoca-
tive way. 

Over the past couple of months, 
Christine and I have had the privilege 
of attending three outstanding and well 
organised events around the country. 
National Veteran Rallies are always fun 
and the organisation of the Te Awamutu 
based event hosted by Waikato Branch 
was outstanding. The huge amount of 
planning and preparation was obvious to 
the entrants, and it was good to see so 
many local branch members involved in 
all aspects of the event. Our thanks go 
to Roy Sharman with the 1915 Perry and 
Murray Toms and Joy Nowley in the 1914 
Dodge who kindly shared their vehicles 
with us on the various rally routes. I was 
also treated to a return trip from Karapiro 
in the beautiful 1904 Oldsmobile Model 
T restored over the past 10 years by Bruce 
and Shirley Shadbolt from Canterbury 
Branch. They won the William McLean 
trophy, and the Conlan Concours trophy. 
Reece and Sue Burnett and the rally 
committee are to be congratulated on 
producing an outstanding national rally. 
The rally report is featured on pages 18 
and 19. 

Nelson Branch celebrated its 50 year 
anniversary with the annual rally to 
Motueka and the anniversary dinner at 
which we presented Ses England with his 
50 year badge. This was a very enjoyable 
weekend with beautiful rally routes and 
well attended by North and South Island 
members. Our weekend was made very 
special by the generous loan of a 1957 
Oldsmobile from the W.O.W. Museum 
collection. We nicknamed the car the 
aircraft carrier because of its size, and it 
was widely admired by people as we drove 
through the streets of Nelson. 

In recent years Christine and I have 
attended the North Island Easter Rallies, 
but this year we took part in the South 
Island event hosted by the West Coast. 
With over 200 entries, the event was 
threatened by one of the worst storms 

as we see it

It has often been said that New Zealand 
society is dependent upon volunteers as 
these are involved in all aspects of life in 
New Zealand. We are all aware that the 
Vintage Car Club and its branches are no 
exception. The call for volunteers goes out 
prior to every Annual General Meeting 
and members step forward to do their bit to 
keep the club running smoothly. For newer 
members this is a great way to become 
involved and get to know the people in the 
club and how it all works.

In this same way Beaded Wheels is also 
run by volunteers. On the one hand we 
have the committee. They are respon-
sible for getting the magazine finished on 
time and ready for printing so you can get 
your copy around the beginning of every 
second month. On the other hand, and 
as important as the committee, we have 
the contributors to Beaded Wheels. While 
we thank all our contributors, special 
mention must be made of two groups. The 
Branch Reporters do a special job. Every 
two months they must try and encapsu-
late their branch activities for Idle Torque 
within the 250 word limit. This is an 
important section of Beaded Wheels as it 
enables those from other branches to read 
about the activities going on around the 
country. They deserve our thanks. 

Also deserving of our thanks are our 
regular columnists. These add special 
interest to Beaded Wheels and we would 
be a much poorer magazine without them. 
Unless you have needed to provide copy 
for a publication you will not be aware of 
the demon of deadlines and the pressure 
this provides. First you have to figure out 
what you want to write about then those 
ideas have be put on paper in a rational 
cohesive manner so that the reader will 
understand, and even hopefully enjoy, your 
efforts. We have all had periods of staring 
at a blank computer screen waiting for 
inspiration to strike. The effort required is 
not to be underestimated.

If you see them around the traps they 
will always appreciate feedback on their 
work, hopefully positive. Our grateful 
thanks go to Frank Metcalfe for On Two 
Wheels and Other Things; Kevin Casey 
for his regular, well researched, articles; 
Grant Hitchings for The Way We Were; 
Diane Ross for Brass Notes and Graeme 
Rice for Timelines.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

seen on the Coast just prior to Easter 
weekend. Many of those on the Tour from 
Nelson the weekend before were stranded 
in Westport by the storm but eventually 
made it to Greymouth. Congratulations 
to the West Coast Branch on a wonderful 
National event held in very challenging 
conditions. We wish to thank all three 
branches for their hospitality and gener-
osity in hosting us for these events. 

Sadly, one week after the Greymouth 
event the Wairarapa Branch secretary 
Paul Lamb died suddenly while visiting 
family in Ashburton.  We had enjoyed the 
company of Judi and Paul at the Dunedin 
Brighton rally in January and again at the 
Nelson 50th anniversary and the South 
Island Easter rally. Our condolences go to 
Judi and family and the Wairarapa Branch. 
I am now looking forward to attending the 
sixtieth Irishman Rally based in Fairlie at 
Queen’s Birthday weekend and hope the 
weather is kind to us as there is a record 
number of over 140 entries.

John Coomber
National President
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 JUNE  
 1 Sth Cant All British Rally
 1 Wanganui Queen’s Birthday Annual Rally
 4 Wanganui AGM
 5 Waitemata AGM
 7-8 Waitemata Mid Winter Christmas
 8 Canterbury Restoration of the Year 
 8 Gore End of Season Run
 8 Northland End of Registration Run
 8 Wairarapa Winter Wander
 9 Wairarapa AGM
 11 Canterbury Motorcycle AGM
 11 Hawke’s Bay AGM
 11 North Otago AGM
 11 Waikato AGM
 12 Nelson AGM
 15 Hawke’s Bay Club Run
 15 Nelson Sunday Run
 15 Otago AGM
 15 Sth Cant End of Season Run
 15 Waikato Combined Club / Motorcycle 

Run
 15 West Coast Rosco Trial
 18 Central 
  Hawke’s Bay AGM
 18 Gisborne AGM
 18 North Shore AGM
 19 Ashburton AGM
 21 Manawatu Night Run (Brass Monkey 

Night Trial )
 22 Ashburton Solstice Run
 22 Bay of Plenty End of Month Run

 22 Canterbury AGM
 22 Wellington Colonial Cup Rally
 26 Auckland AGM
 28 Canterbury Annual Dance
 28 Far North Molloy Trophy Rally
 29 Gisborne Club run
 29 Northland AGM
 29 North Shore Auckland/North Shore 

Combined Raid Rally
 29 Taranaki End of Rego Run

 JULy  
 3 Sth Cant AGM
 5-6 Wellsford/Warkworth Winter Woolies Wander
 6 Wairarapa Margaret Gee Memorial Rally
 12-13 Canterbury Mid Winter Motorcycle Run
 13 Banks Peninsula Balcairn Trial
 13 Rotorua Central North Island Swap 

Meet
 19 Otago Branch 60th Anniversary 

Celebration
 20 Marlborough Snow Run
 20 Nelson Snow Run
 20 North Shore Club run
 20 Waikato Club Event
 20 Wellington Remembrance Rally/Social 

Country Run
 27 Gisborne Club Run

 AUGUST  
 3 Canterbury Winter Run
 3 Wairarapa Janice Groves Memorial Run
 9 Canterbury Around The Bays Motorcycle 

Run
 9 Taranaki Brick Run
 10 Marlborough Sporting Trial
 17 Canterbury High Tea and Run
 17 Nelson Sunday Run
 17 North Shore Triple Combined Rally
 17 Taranaki Breakfast Run

 17 Waikato Ladies Rally
 24 Wellington Leprechaun Rally
 30 Rotorua Sulphur City Rally
 31 Gisborne Club Run

 SEPTEMBER  
 6 Canterbury Junior Driver’s Rally
 6 Waimate Swap Meet
 6-7 Wairarapa Peter Smith Memorial Rally 

and Dinner
 14 Auckland PVV/PWV/P60/P80V Rally
 14 Canterbury Motorcycle Rough Run
 14 Nelson Dennis King Memorial Trial
 14 Manawatu Vintage Only Rally
 *14 Waikato Kairangi Hillclimb
 20 Wellington 21st Tom’s Tour
 20-21 Taranaki Rubber Duckie M/C Rally
 27 Canterbury Awards Dinner
 27&28 North Shore Spring Tour
 28 Gisborne Club Run
 *28 Waikato PV, PWV P60, P80 Rally

 OCTOBER  
 4 Manawatu Swapmeet
 4-5 Otago Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally
 5 Wairarapa Club Run
 10-12 Canterbury Swapmeet
 12 Nelson Sunday Run
 12 Wellington Heritage Rally
 18 King Country Journey Through Time
 *18 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 18-19 Canterbury Girder Forks Motorcycle Rally
 *19 Waikato Club Event
 24-27 Hawke’s Bay Safari
 25-26 Auckland Hunua 100

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS

VCC National Events
VCCNZ AGM Wellington 19 August

*Date to be confirmed next issue.
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VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns 
National Office Manager

Membership Cards
Membership cards have now been sent 

to all financial members. If you have not 
received yours please contact your branch 
secretary in the first instance and they will 
notify the National Office.

Executive and Management Meetings
All branch secretaries are sent a 

copy of the minutes from Executive and 
Management Committee meetings. Should 
you wish to read any of these, please 
contact your branch secretary.

FIVA Vehicle Identity Card
If you require a FIVA ID Card for one 

of their events, please allow at least 10 

weeks for its acceptance. There are charges 
involved. Please contact National Office if 
you require further information.

VCC Historic Racing Licence 
If your licence has expired, please return 

it along with $23 to the National Office 
and a new one will be issued.

National Office
National Office business hours are 

Monday to Thursday, 9am – 5pm. It is 
advisable to phone before visiting in case it is 
unattended for any reason. Contact details: 
phone 03 366 4461. Email admin@vcc.org.nz 
or postal PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140

The Beaded Wheels office is situated 
at a different location. Contact details 
are: phone 03 332 3531, email beaded-
wheels@vcc.org.nz or postal PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8141. 

Has your Vehicle Identity Card 
Expired?

The National Office will automatically 
send out a reminder notice, approximately 
three months prior to the due date, for ID 
Cards that are due to expire. Please check 
your ID Card, and if you find you have 
not received a reminder, please advise the 
National Office. 

Nicola Wilkinson 
Rally Director 2016

Dates for the Festival
The Festival starts on Friday 15 January 

2016 and finishes on Saturday 23 January 
2016. 

Website
The address for the festival website is 

www.historicmotoring.co.nz. At present it 
is still the holding site as our supplier 
needed to rebuild the server which 
included reloading our site. Hopefully it 
will be fully functioning very soon. In 
the meantime we welcome any enquiries 
via our email address – admin@historic-
motoring.co.nz. We are also looking at 
setting up a Facebook page for the festival. 
However we would like to get an indica-
tion from members if it is a forum that 
would be utilised. Can you please send us 
an email at the above address and let us 
know if you would use it. 

Accommodation
As all motels closest to the festival 

village are now fully booked and have 

waiting lists, the Dunedin i-Site is 
directing entrants to motels in the North 
Dunedin area which is only a 10 minute 
drive from the village. Please remember 
to use the Dunedin i-Site when arranging 
your accommodation as they will be able 
to help you find suitable accommodation 
and can also recommend alternatives. 
They can be contacted via visitor.centre@
dcc.govt.nz. The Dunedin Holiday Park 
is nearby and we are also planning to set 
up a camping ground close to the venue 
and hope to have this finalised soon. This 
site will be suitable for medium to large 
campervans.

Marketing
We are currently working on our 

marketing plan and are looking for stories 
of interest from members which we can 
include. How did you find your vehicle, 
how long have you owned it etc. Please 
send these to Aaron at admin@historic-
motoring.co.nz 

Registration Fees
These have now been finalised. 

To enter a vehicle and driver (includes rally 
plaque, polo shirt, entry pack, entry to the 
festival village, evening entertainment and 
open day)  $370.

 
Navigator (includes entry to the festival village, 
evening entertainment and open day) $115.

Extra Adults / Supporters (includes entry 
to the festival village, evening entertainment 
and open day)  $115.
Children under 15 will be free and 
will be issued their own rally ID badge  
(includes entry to the festival village, evening 
entertainment and open day)
Final Dinner Function including meal and 
entertainment  $65 per person. 

Registration opens on Monday 2 
February 2015 and closes on Wednesday 
30 September 2015. Late registrations will 
be taken until October 2015 however a 
late fee of $150 will apply. All registrations 
close on Friday 30 October 2015.

At this stage negotiations are 
progressing on the development of a 
Pomeroy event as 
well as the registra-
tion fee. 

 

DUNEDIN NZ
2016

www.historicmotoring.co.nz

admin@historicmotoring.co.nz
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Family Stable
My late father-in-law, Alan G Cowie, 

was a rakish chap always with a deep 
love of exotic cars. During the 1930s he 
worked for Archibald’s Garage which gave 
him the opportunity to drive all sorts of 
exotica. He owned some nice vehicles 
himself including his pride and joy, a 
Vauxhall 30/98. I happened upon this 
Brownie snap in a box of family photos 
of the 30/98. Inscribed on the back is 
“Kaikoura 1936”. He must have been the 
photographer in this one. The other photo 
is his Fiat 501 (is it a B?), with Alan at 
the wheel. For the record the registration 
number of the Vauxhall was ,923 and the 
Fiat is 5.615. I wonder if these cars are now 
someone else’s pride and joy? If someone is 
interested, I might be able to dig out one 
or two more photos of the Vauxhall.

Alan was very pleased with my own 
piece of exotica, a Jaguar XK150 3.4 
fhc, chassis number 824327, in imperial 
maroon with biscuit leather. A beautiful 
car, lots of fun on the South Island roads. 
Alas sold a few years ago now.

David Palmer
Queenstown

Aunty’s Model A
At the recent 50th Anniversary of 

Manawatu’s Ruahine Ramble table mats 
were produced showing the cars that 
were on the first run. One mat showed a 
1930 Ford Model A Fordor Deluxe sedan 
entered by Lewis Townshend. Our family 
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mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or refuse 
publication of any item  submitted as comment. The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the 
publishers. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

mailbag

would dearly like to know what happened 
to this car. It was bought new for my great 
Aunt who never married. She drove it 
until her demise in 1958. When I started 
into Vintage cars in 1967 as a 17 year old I 
asked my father about Aunty’s car. He said 
that other family cars were serviced by 
Selwyn Motors here in Palmerston North 
and they sold it to the Townshend family. 
It was still on its original tyres, no one was 
allowed to smoke in it and she drove it 
into town once a week. Color was brown 
with black above the window line and 
onto the roof, as well as the guards. Lewis 
said inside the back was like brand new. 
A further twist to this story is that before 
Judy and I met she had tried to buy this 
car off the Townshends when they had 
it for sale in the late ‘60s but being a 
teenager they wouldn’t sell it to her, even 
though she drove a Model T on the farm. 
Any news of this car to John Callesen 06 
357 0192, valhallaseed@xtra.co.nz

John Callesen

Indian Clarification
Thank you for featuring my 1939 Indian 

Four restoration in the last Beaded Wheels. 
Could I make a couple of small corrections 
to clarify the text. The tank sealant used 
was POR 15 (not VCR 15). Indian (and 
Harley-Davidson) used 80mph Corbin 
speedometers from the early thirties. Later 
versions increased to 100/120mph and 
finally to 130mph on the 1939/40 civilian 
models. Reality prevailed after that with a 
lowering down to 110mph.

Operations included lighted, trip meter 
and maximum speed hand versions. The 
early units were accessory items only. 
By 1938 Indian excelled themselves 
with multiple choice colour options that 
even extended to instruments. The new 
polished aluminium tank top instrument 
panel featured a grey-faced, red lettered 
120mph speedometer with matching 
ammeter and grey ignition switch. Also 
replacement switches were available in 
umber or black. Tidy Corbin speedometers 
today are fetching at least $1,000 on the 
market

Bob Bullock 

Highly Recommended
I recently borrowed a very interesting 

two DVD set from my local library. It 
was titled Ultimate Auto. It extensively 

covers Alfa Romeo, Dow and Healey 
cars especially the Austin-Healey models 
on disc one. Disc two covers all modern 
Jaguars leading up to the E type with 
some rare plum footage when it was being 
rigorously tested and raced. This is a free 
loan, very entertaining and educational 
DVD set about some really ultimate classic 
autos. 

Being an avid Jaguar nut this was of 
particular interest to me. Highly recom-
mended. As usual a great magazine. 
Looking forward to next issue.

Ken Braddon

Whatever Happened To…

This photograph appeared in the June 
1954 issue of Modern Motoring and shows 
a car built by my father, the late Mr Reg 
Wood. It took over three years with assis-
tance from his three sons in the back yard 
of their home in Riccarton. One of my 
brothers and I meet regularly and often 
reminisce about those times and wonder 
what became of it after it was sold, we 
think sometime in the 1970s.

We still have several photos taken 
during its building starting with the make 
up of the chassis which consisted of using 
three Essex frames. If any of your readers 
have any information that would help in 
our search for what became of it we would 
be grateful if they could contact me on the 
details below.

Brian Wood.

Elusive Standard
The Standard Enthusiasts Club has 

heard persistent rumours  of a 1937 to 1947 
Standard Flying 12 or 14hp unrestored  
convertible or a drop head coupe, first 
around the Port Hills Road area in 
Christchurch 10 to 20 years ago. Now, 
perhaps, on the West Coast. Would the 
owner, or anyone, like to contact Trevor 
Lightfoot Ph 03 384 5211, Christchurch 
with any info on this very interesting car? 
We are also interested in any Standards 
1903 to 1964.

Trevor Lightfoot
18 Rockview Place 
Christchurch 8081  
Phone  03 384 5211



A Question of Age

From time to time, and it is becoming 
more frequent, the vexed topic of our 
ageing club membership is aired in 
mailbag, or discussed at branch level or 
among members when they meet. How to 
attract more younger members seems to be 
the insoluable challenge.

I believe worrying about it is a waste of 
effort. I know I’m probably out of step in 
saying that, but it seems to me there are 
several reasons why chasing young recruits 
is futile. An ageing membership does not 
necessarily signal a creeping decline of the 
club. Maybe what we are seeing is a stable 
membership. There will be years of falls 
and years of gains, but a level of member-
ship around a stable core of numbers.

Few of us would dispute that today’s 
youngsters are exposed to a range of 
technologies and temptations that were 
not available to their parents or grand-
parents. The car is no longer the single 
valuable bit of coveted technology that 
an average family might aspire to. When 
I was at school the boy with a Velo Solex 
was the boy envied by the rest of the 
cycling hoard. No kid arrived in a car of 
his or her own. Any student delivered on 
four wheels by an anxious doting parent 
was probably pitied more than envied.

The car today in the eyes of small 
boys (and it has always mainly been boys) 
does not hold the exclusive dreams of 
our youth. In those innocent days we did 
the rounds of car dealerships, scrounging 
copies of brochures or publicity ephemera, 
or swapped cereal packet cards depicting 
vehicles we seldom saw or racing drivers 
we believed we knew. Today’s motoring 
young are influenced more by Top Gear’s 
ability to distribute rubber on an airfield 
in southern England or the diameter of 
the exhaust pipe scraping the ground on 
their mate’s seriously dangerous, modified, 
uninsured import. Does our club really 
want members who wear their hats back 
to front and the crotch of their trousers 
on the latitude of their knees? (I jest a 
little…!)

Consider how those of us keen on cars 
select what interests us. In general, unless 
we have inherited some family treasure 
or been encouraged early by a relative to 

a Vintage or a Veteran, then the chances 
are the cars for which we have affection in 
our senior years are the cars that were new 
when we were seven, eight or nine.

If my take on human nature hasn’t 
changed then today’s youngsters fancy 
what is on the dealer forecourt now. 
And that’s the rub. Today’s new cars are 
infinitely better, more capable and more 
reliable than those of the ‘30s, ‘40s or ‘50s, 
but they are more uniform, more complex, 
chassis-less and loaded with electronics 
and engineering beyond the scope of the 
tinkering amateur. We are a club that 
formed around the impecunious do-it-
yourselfers who enjoyed keeping simple 
mechanical technology going by dint of 
their own hands and help from mates.

Todays young motorists in the main 
don’t have that ethic. They realise today’s 
cars are beyond even competent enthu-
siasts. With the possible exception of a 
few exotic machines in the ownership of 
the wealthy, it’s hard to imagine cars from 
2014 being restored 30 years from now 
when they become club eligible.

I remember in the early days of the 
Canterbury Branch Swapmeet at McLeans 
Island every other selling site seemed 
to have the basis of a whole restoration 
project; more or less complete cars. These 
days such complete packages to tempt a 
beginner into our ranks are largely absent 
at swapmeets. 

The point I’m making here is that cars 
capable of being economically restored 
by an amateur, are already thin on the 
ground and probably becoming close 

to finite. We have been too diligent in 
ferreting out the worthwhile projects, and 
the rest have been scrapped for the pool 
of spare parts. To lure in the young we are 
effectively saying: “Welcome to our club, 
but you’ve got to drive a car that’s not in 
your peer interest and you’ll have to pay 
big money because all the older people 
have cornered and restored the available 
stock!” That’s a tough ask when we are 
up against the flood of alternative 21st 
century technologies.

Those youngsters who prove exceptions 
to the rule will be few in number. They 
are probably already de-facto “in the VCC 
loop” by being in families with a culture of 
interest in old cars. 

As others have noted before me in this 
magazine we need to let younger friends 
and relatives drive our cars, or even be 
subsidised into early ownership of them. 
It’s all a bit late when the generation 
dying in their 80s leaves the Model Ts and 
Austin 7s to the next generation knocking 
retirement in their 60s. 

And then there’s the tough issue of self-
interest. We usually make final decisions 
on selling our pride and joy based on 
price. But who is likely to continue the 
enjoyment you’ve derived from restoration 
or rallying? Is it the young lad or lass to 
whom you sell their first Vintage, Veteran 
or classic, or is it the retired collector who 
has a shed full of vehicles, most of which 
seldom see life on the road? 

There are tinkering things we can do 
of course. When youngsters suggest old 
cars are expensive to run, I always remind 

a column for those who like to stir 
the pot…just a little

  

soapbox
Contributed by Bill Cockram
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them the single biggest cost of motoring is 
depreciation, while old cars don’t plunge 
alarmingly and may in fact appreciate 
when looked after. Registration is less too 
on 40 year old cars, and that is something 
not lost on the young or old. 

Things might change. Some young 
internet “icon of cool” on whatever social 
medium is in vogue might take to old 
Chevs or Jowetts or BSA bikes and begin a 
fad in retro-motoring, but I’m not holding 
my breath. 

No … probably the best thing we can 
do to raise our profile and interest the 
young is to use our cars as much as possible 
as daily runners; preferably with our 
grandson behind the wheel. Always 
ensuring of course that his baseball cap 
and trousers are on the right way… 

 
BW

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

we can make custom rings for most
cars, trucks & smaLL engines

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

Under the new 
ownership of

Pukekohe

new ZeaLand’s Largest range of piston rings for Vintage cars

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: enquiries@fesltd.co.nz
129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Auckland 2120

PISTON RINGS

Contributions are welcome to the soapbox.  
Email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING  

ENGINEER ltd

6 RD 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707
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Words Grant Hitchings  

the way we were

The 13th International Vintage and 
Veteran Rally 
Incorporating the 24 hour Le Mans style 
endurance race

Readers may recall my article in the 
previous issue of this magazine that had 
as its subject the 1972, 13th International 
Vintage and Veteran Rally. This was 
organised and run by the Nelson and 
Marlborough Branches of the VCC and 
centred at Richmond near Nelson. It was 
generally accepted that its highlight was 
the 24 hour Le Mans style endurance 
race. This was held at Hawkesbury, west of 
Blenheim. Most rally participants travelled 
from Richmond to the race circuit on 
Saturday 16 February, returning on the 
Sunday to Richmond. 

The rally was well supported by many 
non-VCC organisations and was a huge 
undertaking for Marlborough in 1972. 

The race concept was the brainchild 
of one of the VCC founders, Andrew 
Anderson who went on to become the 
rally director. When he first presented 
details of the proposed event it met 
opposition with arguments such as “The 
index times are too fast!” “Too far to go 
from Nelson.” “Too dangerous; the road 
for the race is too narrow.” However its 
eventual success vindicated Andrew’s 
suggestion and won him much admiration 
for his idea.

All vehicles participating in the rally 
were required to take part in the 24 hour 
race. Modifications were prohibited; the 
vehicles to be in the condition they were 
in at the start of the rally in Richmond. 

I was surprised to see that Andrew 
and his colleagues had engaged a firm of 
professional architectural and engineering 
consultants to manage the planning of the 
race. The firm produced much documenta-
tion covering all aspects which must have 
been considerable help to the Marlborough 
Branch organising committee. After 

Newell, Frank Bertenshaw, Gavin Bain, 
Ace Boustridge, Brian Mooney, Bevan 
Shackell and Warner Mauger. 

Each competing vehicle carried a sash 
and when finishing its last (or only) lap 
this was handed to the driver of the next 
vehicle – as for a continuous relay race. The 
team captain had to decide on the driving 
order of the cars and the number of laps to 
give each one and to generally control the 
team. The start was a footrace to vehicles 
Le Mans style, the event commencing 
at midday on the Saturday carrying on 
throughout the night to conclude 24 hours 
later. The winning team was the one that 
completed the greatest distance.

Control of Vehicles
The organisers were lucky that there 

was an old barn near the start (see photo) 
and made available by the farmer owner. 
Fortunately spacious, it became race 
headquarters accommodating the main 
plotting room for supervising race opera-
tions (the Ops Room), as well as separate 
offices for race control, rally HQ, commu-
nications, kitchen and toilets, an event 
office, with still a generous space left for 
the cocky’s implements, some even club-
eligible. Entry to it was restricted which 
upset a newshound for a local paper who 
considered it his right to go anywhere for 
a story. Evidently a large part of the barn 
was gutted and re-lined, with new wiring 
added. (This still did not negate the ever-
present aroma of sheep, made richer on the 
very hot race day.)

 A very elaborate system was created 
to keep in close touch with the partici-
pating vehicles and generally check on the 
progress of the race. It was patterned on 
the operations room portrayed in the film 
The Battle of Britain with an operations 
table and sophisticated radio communica-

seeing some of the site plans, flow charts 
and other detailed information produced, 
their appointment seems to have been 
fully justified.

The Race Circuit
As shown (Fig 1.) this took place on 

closed roads at Hawkesbury, on a seven 
and a half mile circuit. It had been used 
previously for motorcycle racing and its 
geometry, with the long straight on the 
eastern side, must have generated much 
excitement and enjoyment for the drivers 
taking part. Things to note are the areas 
for assembly of the teams (catering for 
at least 770 race vehicles) and the start 
line. A grassed hillside alongside the main 
straight gave the public an excellent view 
of a large part of the course. The roadway 
was not completely sealed at the time.

It must be remembered too that in 
1972 the area was quite different from 
now. There were few farms accessing the 
route so fewer driveways to cater for and 
protect. Being before the era of grape 
cultivation the farmland surrounding the 
circuit was mainly grass paddocks which 
in a Marlborough summer would have 
been very dry. Fire risk was one of the 
main arguments raised by those opposing 
the race concept. 

John May, one of the principal organ-
isers, commented that the race success 
was due largely to the cooperation and 
generous assistance provided by the 
farming community. An example was in 
planning for the unwelcome occurrence 
of a grass fire. The local farmers gener-
ously agreed to station around the course 
20 of their own fire fighting appliances 
– tractors, pumps, water carts and other 
equipment. Happily this was not required 
on the day. The farming community also 
supplied and erected the many straw bale 
safety barriers around the course, clearing 
them after the race. 

The Race 
The rally members were divided into 11 

teams of 70 vehicles each. Vehicles were 
not able to do more than three laps of the 
7½ mile track on the day and each had to 
do at least one. Only one vehicle from a 
team was allowed on the circuit at a time 
except in the case of a breakdown when 
a replacement vehicle had to go on the 
course and complete the lap. 

The vehicles for each team were 
allocated by the organising committee 
who tried to make teams as even as 
possible by considering the age and size of 
those vehicles participating. Team leaders 
were also chosen by the committee and 
were Barry Barnes, William (Bill) Veitch, 
Bruce Pidgeon, Michael Haggitt, Jack 

Fig 1. The race circuit.

The barn, race control.
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historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by 
Graeme Rice

timelines

tion equipment. As each car passed one of 
several observation posts on the course an 
observer would radio the plotting room and 
a wooden block representing the car would 
be moved around on a representation of the 
course on a large table. 

Members of the Marlborough Branch 
manned the operations table while 
Dunedin Branch, (now Otago) who had 
overall charge of administration organised 
the race control operation which worked 
very successfully.

Lap Scoring and Timekeeping
There were about 20 people involved 

in this operation at one time, all accom-
modated in a small grandstand alongside 
the course and all equipped with track 
suits and blankets. With the efficient radio 
communication provided they were able 
to keep race control fully informed of the 
race progress which was in turn passed on 
to the public via the PA system. 

Catering
Observers and other official helpers 

around the course together with crash and 
ambulance crews had to be fed. A van 
was fitted out to carry meals and regularly 
delivered much appreciated hot food. 

Lighting
With the event carrying on throughout 

the night and about 770 team vehicles to 
be assembled, dispatched and then parked 
up again, provision of flood lighting for the 
assembly areas was essential. The organ-
isers were fortunate that the Marlborough 
Power Board proved sympathetic and 
provided the street lights and flood 
lighting for the parking areas at minimal 
cost.

Control Stations
There were 12 of these set up around 

the course each with an observer in radio 
contact to race control to keep team 
captains aware of their team’s progress and 
to report breakdowns and emergencies. At 
each station there was also a set of traffic 
signals controlled by race control. The 
lights coloured blue, yellow, red and red 
light flashing for emergency stopping. A 
M Tait Ltd supplied 60 ultra-short wave 
radios for the race organisers.

Vehicle Maintenance
The repair facilities in the pit area were 

first class and petrol and tyre company 
representatives were always on hand 
to help as well as those who provided 
workshop facilities free of charge. 

In the next issue I will give details of 
the actual race itself.

 
 

BW

100 yEARS AGO

1914 – A minor scandal erupted when Mr 
H R McKenzie, Chairman of the Manukau 
County Council, accused Auckland 
Automobile Assn members of coming into 
the Mangere District at night, removing 
or extinguishing their lights and shooting 
rabbits from their cars! An indignant 
Auckland AA resolved to offer the 
Manukau C C a donation of £5 if it could 
prove it was Auckland members who were 
guilty.

75 yEARS AGO

1939 – Before laying one’s car up for the 
winter, a visit to D Wallace’s garage in 
Newmarket might be a good idea. They 
would decarbonise the engine, grind the 
valves, clean and adjust the plugs, distrib-
utor points and carburettor, plus an oil 
and grease. Brakes and steering would be 
tightened and adjusted. At this month’s 
special price this would cost £2.10.0 for 
cars under 12hp, £3.0.0 for cars 12hp 
and over and £3.5.0 for 8 cylinder cars. 
Materials would cost extra.

50 yEARS AGO

1964 – Donald Campbell had coaxed his 
Bristol Proteus engined Bluebird to a world 
land speed record for wheeled vehicles of 
403.1mph, just 8.9mph faster than John 
Cobb’s 1947 record in spite of hitting 
440mph. “Really,” quipped one writer, 
“three million pounds for an increase of 
under 9mph in 17 years?” The dramatic 
lead up to the record with the 360mph 
Bonneville crash, the redesign and rebuild 
and the once in a decade rainfall flooding 
Lake Eyre made the actual breaking of the 
record an anti-climax. It got about half a 
page in the back section of most motoring 
magazines.

30 yEARS AGO

1984 – Austin Rover’s Montego was 
coming. The range started with 1.3L using 
the A series motor, tracing its origins back 
to the 1952 BMC merger. Next up was a 
new sohc 1.6 litre S series motor and a two 
litre O series. Four or five speed gearboxes 
were provided by VW for the 1.6 litre L 
and HL versions and a Honda five speed 
box for the 2 litre cars.

The Willys Overland Knight Registry 

is the world’s best source of literature on 

Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 

manufactured by the Willys organisation – 

Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 

to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871 Phone 06 377 3064  

Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND ChAPTER

 

Model ‘A’ Ford Technical 

Publications by Les. Pearson. 
“The Right Hand Drive Model 

‘A’ Ford”. 

This A/5 book compares all the 

differences between left and right 

hand drive. Also contains a wealth 

of other Model ‘A’ related  technical 

information. 42 colour glossy pages 

$18.95 post free. 
 “The Beginner’s Guide To 

The Model ‘A’ Ford”. 

This A/4 spiral bound book answers 

all those questions a beginner asks. 

90 colour pages. Over 460 colour 

pictures and a wealth of information 

$35.95. + $6.00 post. 

“The Complete Model ‘A’ Ford 

Restoration Manual”. 

This A/4 spiral bound book shows 

in detail how to dismantle and fully 

restore a Model ‘A’ Ford to it’s 

original condition. 377 pages with 

2000 color pictures and explanatory 

technical text. A must for any 

workshop. $59.95 + $6.00 post. 

“Model ‘A’ Ford Houdaille 

Hydraulic Suspension”. 

This A/4 spiral bound book shows 

in detail how to dismantle and fully 

restore Model ‘A’ Ford shock 

absorbers. 32 pages with over 240 

color pictures and technical text. 

$29.95 + $6.00 post. 

For payment options, contact the 

author 

Ph. 03 528 7924 

Or  modelabooks@xtra.co.nz 
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Humorous mascots are very popular and it was the coppers that started it with their 

zealous enforcement of the 12mph maximum speed, raised to 20mph in 1903. 

There is a wonderful variety of policemen with massive feet or one hugely extended 

arm, pot belly, gigantic moustache or some other deformity. 

The policeman pictured here is by 
the famous sculptor John Hassall 
and is known as Robert, named 

after Robert (Bobby) Peel, founder of 
Britain’s police force. It has the registered 
number for 1913 under the feet, is made of 
silver-plated bronze and features a moveable 
hat and porcelain head that can be adjusted 
in any direction to strike a comical pose – 
just guaranteed to inflame the law! Hassall 
designed only one other mascot, known as 
the Airman, which has the pilot, with a 
similar adjustable head, seated on a plane. 
Robert was marketed by S Smith & Sons at 
11 shillings and sixpence. When it comes 
to humorous mascots it is hard to think of 
an animal that escaped caricature – puss-
in-boots, dancing pigs, dogs in top hats, 
hares riding snails, monkeys smoking. Our 
monkey pictured holding what may be a 
coconut is not quite in that category but he 
does appear to be ready to scone someone. 
He sports a registered number so he’s a 
British monkey, dating from 1920.

There was an Englishman 
who, on removal 
of his stainless 

steel hip joint, had it mounted on his 
Rolls-Royce, the base inscribed “A Loyal 
Supporter.” That’s bizarre and I suppose 
all the hideous elves, goblins, witches et 
al come into that category although the 
1913 mascot of a Japanese chap commit-
ting hari-kari would take some beating. 
The humorous mascots could be clever, 
consider the brass baby’s dummy by 
Lejeune for the baby Austin 7, but the 
most popular themes involved speed or 
power. Lions, elephants, bears, rams, 
knights and cockerels depicted power 
and aggression. Winged gods, planes and 
greyhounds suggested speed which became 
grace and speed through the huge number 
of bird designs and the wonderful variety 
of the female form, naked or semi-naked, 
winged or wingless, hair and gown swept 
back in the wind created by the motorist’s 
pride and joy.

 An example of a motion mascot is the 
interesting little chap who appears to be 
leap-frogging a ball, complete with speed 

effects of hair and coat tails streaming 
in the wind, but there is more to this 
mascot than it seems. The figure is 

that of Baron Münchhausen, a German 
raconteur of preposterous stories who lived 
in the 18th century. One of the tales from 
The Surprising Travels and Adventures of 
Baron Münchhausen, published in 1830, 
told of how the Baron flew over enemy 
lines riding on a cannon ball and that is 
what the renowned sculptor Hans Muller 
has portrayed in this exquisitely detailed 
1925 French mascot.

Dogs are popular and many, many inter-
pretations of canine mascots have speared 
the wind, Lejeune Ltd alone accounting 
for 60 designs. The most well-known 
of all, of course, is the art deco/cubist 
effort that adorns 
the Mack truck.  

The 
Mascot Story Part III     

One of the tales from  
The Surprising Travels and Adventures 

of Baron Münchhausen,  
published in 1830, told of how the 
Baron flew over enemy lines riding 
on a cannon ball and that is what 

the renowned sculptor Hans Muller 
has portrayed in an exquisitely 
detailed 1925 French mascot.

John Hassall’s “Robert”

Our monkey 
might be surfing Baron Münchhausen
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Mack was started by the five Mack 
brothers, producing their first truck in 
1909. The Mack boys were out of it by 
1916 as America moved closer to joining 
the WWI carnage but their name 
lived on, with one model in particular 
becoming famous through the war effort. 
This was the new AC model heavy duty 
truck produced in their thousands from 
1917 for the British (and later also the US) 
army. The new Mack could not be consid-
ered a beauty, in fact it was downright ugly 
with its pugnacious flattened nose but it 
quickly gained a reputation for reliability 
and durability. The official mascot of the 
British soldiers was the British bulldog and 
they soon bestowed this appellation on 
the Mack, dubbing them as Mack Bulldogs 
in tribute to their toughness, and ugliness 
maybe. An alternative story has it that a 
trade publication referred to the trucks as 
having “the tenacity of a British bulldog” 
but it is likely the author was picking 
up on what was being heard. Such an 
evocative nickname was welcomed by 
management of course and by 1922 the 
bulldog appeared on Mack trucks as an 
image on a sheet metal plate that was 
riveted to the truck cab sides. It was used 
first on the AB chain-drive trucks and 
later, the M model off-highway trucks. It 
took a further 60 years before the company 
adopted the bulldog as its official symbol.

But from where did this famous mascot 
originate, a mascot virtually unchanged 
after 80 years? The bulldog hood ornament 
was conceived by Mack’s chief engineer, 
Alfred Masury, in 1932 while he was in 
hospital recovering from an operation. 
Legend has it that he carved his prototype 
from wood or soap. Soap seems more likely 
but whatever that first model was carved 
out of it is known that Masury carved a 
wooden bulldog shortly after his release, 
receiving a patent for this hood ornament 
in 1932. That’s the official story, Mack is 
sticking to it and there seems no doubt 

that it is true but how original was the 
design? Consider the picture of a bronze 
chained bulldog mascot (Bouledogue á 
la Chaîne by Duges & Jouenne), from 
the Marvel GC Foundry which won first 
prize in the 1922 Salon de l’Auto held in 
Paris. Yes, you’re right – no similarity at 
all! This mascot was available in two sizes 
with from one to three bulldogs chained 
to the post.

Countless thousands of “Macdogs” 
have perched atop Mack bonnets ever 
since and, judging by the numbers on Ebay 
(around 30-40 all of the time), it must 
be the first thing saved when the Mack 

dies. Not all of the offered mascots are 
from trucks as they were also produced 
as paperweights and ashtray adornments, 
that version being considerably smaller. 
Dogs with eyes that light up are usually 
not authorized by Mack. The hefty pot 
metal dogs are normally chromium plated 
but sometimes finished in anodized gold. 
The gold mascot signified that all compo-
nents of the truck were made by Mack 
whereas chrome finish meant that the 
engine, transmission or axles were by some 
other manufacturer. They all show MACK 
on the collar and Design Patent 87931 
on the chest. Differences are minor; one 
version has longer ears – the two types 
being referred to as ‘ears up’ and ‘ears 

bent’. Most of these mascots suffer from 
die cast “pox” which governs their value, 
usually ranging from US$20 to US$120. 

Hollywood stars liked to personalise 
their wheels. Rudolph Valentino’s mascot 
on his Knight-engined Voisin was a cobra 
in strike stance, Gary Cooper mounted 
Libellule, a Lalique dragonfly, on his 
Duesenberg but also used a running naked 
girl while Maurice Chevalier favoured the 
female nude in horizontal pose, hands 
supporting her head and legs extended 
back over the hood. Character revealing 
with a dash of advertising maybe? For 
some unfathomable reason royalty have a 
thing about mascots but their taste differs 
somewhat from Hollywood royalty. On 
official business the Queen’s wheels for 
the day sports her unique, imposing St 
George slaying a dragon mascot up front. 
It looks too large to be capable of disap-
pearing or lying flat on impact (as the 
law now demands) but then I suppose 
that’s OK as she only rarely knocks over 
pedestrians and who could sue Elizabeth 
Regina? St. George is transferred from 
one car to another but in Scotland a lion 
mascot is used, George might be just a bit 
too provocatively English for those wild 
Scots! The Queen Mother used Britannia 
atop the globe, originally made for King 
George V. The Queen’s personal mascot, 
made by Lejeune, is a Labrador retrieving 
a pheasant. One would have expected a 
corgi but then a corgi carrying a pheasant 
is probably a bit ridiculous. Horse racing 
-mad Princess Margaret chose Pegasus, 
a winged horse by Lejeune who also 
supplied Sarah Ferguson’s standing owl 
and Charles’ polo player although a 
dragon mascot adorns his favourite Aston 
Martin DB6. Prince Charles showed a 
wry sense of humour on his engagement 
in 1981 presenting Diana with a leaping 
frog mascot for her Ford Escort. She may 
have regretted kissing that frog! All of 
these mascots are mounted back by the 

Gary Cooper mounted Libellule, a 
Lalique dragonfly, on his Duesenberg 

but also used a running naked girl 
while Maurice Chevalier favoured 

the female nude in horizontal pose, 
hands supporting her head and legs 

extended back over the hood.

There may be more of these than actual bulldogs Bouledogue à la chaîne
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windscreen, somehow managing 
to look rather odd. 

There is a reason for this strange 
placement. Paranoia about safety is not 
just a modern phenomenon as by the early 
1930s questions were being asked about the 
potential harm a mascot could inflict on a 
pedestrian. Humber responded by giving 
their lethal-looking Snipe ornament a 
spring-loaded rubber beak in 1932. In 1937 
opposition to mascots culminated in a new 
English law, updated in the British Road 
Traffic Act 1988, that did not actually ban 
the mascot but put the onus on the driver 
by stating that, “no mascot, emblem or 
other ornamental object shall be carried 
by a motor vehicle first used on or after 
1st October 1937 in any position where it 
is likely to strike any person with whom 
the vehicle may collide unless the mascot 
is not liable to cause injury to such person 
by reason of any projection thereon”. This 
law was more or less ignored (certainly by 
Jaguar, and Invicta who fitted a knight 
to their 1947-49 Black Prince model) but 
over the years it would appear that most 
countries (USA in 1966) legislated against 
mascots in a similar manner. It is very 

difficult to find any information on the 
relative law in New Zealand although I 
would imagine it is similar to England’s. 
Lejeune recommends their mascots be 
fitted back near the windscreen to avoid 
trouble.

Some 20 years ago I corresponded 
briefly with the late Bill Williams, 
author of Motoring Mascots of the World 
and business partner of the automobile 
insignia expert, Harry Pulfer. Bill started 
collecting and recording mascots in 1962 
when they could be bought for $3 or $4, 
building a significant collection of mascots 
and photographs. He had never seen a 
Baron Münchhausen and only one of the 
cherubs, pictured here, in all those years. I 
had two of the cherubs and I know Gavin 
Bain has one. Why would three of this 
scarce mascot be found in this remote part 
of the planet? The only logical reason is 
a local accessory shop will have ordered 
a quantity of that particular type from a 
catalogue and it may be the only retailer in 
the country that did so, leading to a pocket 
of survivors.

Should you need a new mascot for your 
classic the person who can help you is 
Don Sommer. He makes a large range 
of beautiful replicas from cast stainless 
steel, their faithfulness to original, quality 
and strength quite extraordinary. I can 
speak for his work as we used his Herald 
mascot on a 1928 Cadillac. No chance 
of the stainless mascot snapping off at 
its slender ankles or contracting die-cast 
pox. He makes a range of other accesso-
ries for classics, including bases for Lalique 
mascots. To make contact or view part of 
his 3,000 plus mascot collection just type 
Don Sommer into Google.

Another significant collection (around 
700) is in the Gilmore Car Museum, 
Michigan. The Nethercutt collection 
in San Sylmar, California, once had an 
entire floor devoted to a 4,000 plus collec-

tion. Many were badly damaged in an 
earthquake and the collection has now 
been downsized to around 1,100. France 
has a number of sizeable collections but 
God only knows how many eccentrics 
throughout the world crave and hoard 
these miniature sculptures.

I have watched mascot trading sites 
on ebay for several years but seldom buy 
anything. Surprisingly the most consist-
ently popular mascots, almost guaranteed 
to fetch a good price, are the Pontiac Indian 
heads in all their many forms; in fact all of 
the myriad Native American designs are 
sought after. Very few of the best mascots 
get listed on the internet. Those that do 
are often hopefully overpriced and rarely 
sell. The usual outlet for these items is at 
specialist automobilia auctions run by the 
likes of Sothebys or Bonhams. Auction 
houses are wary of fakes and if not sure 
will add “type” to the description, knowing 
they will have to stand by a piece sold as 
genuine if it proves not to be. Top quality 
mascots also show up at big swap meets 
such as Hershey and Beaulieu. Most of 
the dealers are internationally known and 
have a reputation to uphold, fortunately. 

Part four will discuss the Boyce 
Motometer – but was it actually invented 
by Boyce?

To be continued

Kevin Casey

Cherub 
from a 

pocket of survivors. The 
delicate projecting trumpet is 

damaged on the three I have 
seen.
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079  
Fax 09 238 4437 email enquiries@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...
We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITe MeTAllING  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

corrosionX is a paraffin based oil fogged or sprayed very thinly into chassis, beams and 
over engines. military speced and aviation approved, this thin oil penetrates fast into the 
last corner bonding to any metal. stops rust immediately! 
No need to remove door panels or any covers. Where you can’t get to or have forgotten an area, this “Self-heal-
ing” coating will always “Walk” there itself. CorrosionX is non-toxic, non-flammable, you can weld over it !  
Safe on neoprene, rubber, all plastics, glass and insulation.
Superb to drive out moisture from electrics and electronics. Safe to 36,000 Volt!
Better lubrication value than a PTFE grease and the fastest penetrant to loosen bolts you ever used.
Makes locks, hinges and contacts work again. Extremely long lasting. Product for a standard car would typically 
be under NZD $100. A professional application would start at NZD $350.
The product comes in trigger bottles, spray cans and in bulk to be wiped on, fogged or sprayed through a stand-
ard kero-gun or pressure pot. Originally made for the US Navy for almost 20 years, it’s now locally available to 
vintage cars and machines. 200 MOTAT cars are scheduled to be treated and we proudly supply Smith Cranes, 
The RAAF, North power, Kelly Tarlton, Me Dow, ABB, The Coastguard and many more in need for protecting their 
gear in extreme environments.

complete car protection with
A-Glaze polymer coatings are already standard issue for helicopters, cars and 
luxury yachts. A-Glaze is UV tight for 3-5 years. It is safe on all paints, chrome, 
stainless and doesn’t affect rubber, neoprene or any plastics. Leaves no white 
marks on rubber seals. After the removal of old oxidisation, a wipe down with 
typically 50 ml (half a cup of tea) is sufficiently sealing the paint and make it dirt 
resistant, easy to wash and extend the life span of the paint.  
no need to cut, polish again! no need to reapply every couple of months! 

British Airways says  
“we doubled, possibly 
tripled, the life span of 
paint on jets.”

StopS ruSt immediately!

corroSion x and a Glaze product and application available from
adrian Schonborn  phone 021 0233 6110  pure.impressionss@gmail.com

•+
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Wednesday 19 March
Registration went smoothly for the 

National Veteran Rally, this year hosted by 
the Waikato Branch at the Te Awamutu 
Sports Complex. Various local tours were 
available to fill the afternoon and at the 
evening function at rally HQ we were 
welcomed by Waipa District Mayor Jim 
Mylchreest, VCC National President John 
Coomber and Waikato Branch Chairman 
Graham Pate. 

Thursday 20 March
At the start point for the day a 

constant stream of Veteran vehicles, 60 in 
all, powered or puttered their way into and 
out of the area. From the old, such as the 
1901 steam powered Locomobile stoked 
by Ray Officer and Digby Young, to John 
Chynoweth’s 1918 Buick; from Bob and 
Andree Hayes’ little 1909 Renault AX to 
the large 1913 TH20 Daimler of Bruce and 
Lynne Hutchinson; from Geoff and Diane 
Quarrie’s quaint 1915 GWK Roadster to 
Tom Clouston’s downright curious 1908 
Holsman 5. Even one motorbike, a 1911 
Singer campaigned by Tony and Sheryn 
Warren.

The morning run took us to Cambridge 
via Roto O Rangi and, by special arrange-
ment with the authorities, we crossed 

the ‘under refurbishment’ Victoria Bridge 
against the one way flow of traffic. My 
navigator approved of the hi-viz jacketed 
marshals placed strategically en route to 
aid us through difficult intersections. We 
took part in a public display in Victoria 
Square, Cambridge and this provided the 
opportunity for rally participants to visit 
the new Avantidrome cycle stadium, Noel 
Yearbury’s tractor collection or the Waikato 
Branch clubrooms and parts shed. 

On the return trip to Te Awamutu 
we all visited the Don Rowland Centre 
at the Karapiro Domain and enjoyed an 
informative talk on NZ Rowing. Motoring 
back into Te Awamutu we were pushed 
along by the AX Renault. That little car 
goes indecently well. We later came up 
behind a car that was tall and green, broad 
at the shoulder, narrow at the hip and 
in apparent danger of toppling over any 
minute. As we drew closer we saw it was 
the rear of George and Sue Lee’s delightful 
1905 Alldays and Onions. 

Friday 21 March
A run to Otorohanga and back today, 

through Wharepapa South stopping at 
the Community Hall for morning tea. We 
came across a 1909 Darracq at the side 
of the road with the bonnet up. It shared 

the same overnight garage space as we did 
so we had come to know John and Pam 
Handley, visitors from Australia, who were 
driving it on loan from Roger and Irene 
Hill. We were then overtaken by John and 
Wendy Gray’s 1914 Model T. Forces to be 
reckoned with these Model Ts, particularly 
the Gray’s one. 

At Otorohanga we parked up and went 
into town. The notes in the rally pack 
advising on what to do and see locally 
were very useful. Taking time to explore 
places you otherwise pass through is 
one of the delights of rallies. En route 
back to Te Awamutu we visited Chris 
Empson’s private collection of Vintage and 
classic cars, then once back in town we 
assembled at Selwyn Park for a public 
display. Interest was high and a sizable 
crowd, visited throughout the afternoon. 
Probably the two page spread, complete 
with photos, in Thursday’s Waikato Times 
helped generate the enthusiasm. 

Saturday 23 March
A competitive day, involving a solid 

drive to Morrinsville and back, with a 
gymkhana in between. Getting around 
Hamilton included some main road 
motoring and, again, strategically placed 
marshals were welcome. One or two sharp 

Veteran Motoring 
at its Best
Words Kevin Beesley, photos Hugh McInally

As Kevin Beesley motored through Te Awamutu he noticed Reece and Sue Burnett’s 1910 American La France parked in the 

main street. The La France dwarfed all surrounding vehicles and emphatically put the good burghers of Waipa District on 

notice that over the next few days their roads would be graced by all manner of ancient and wonderful machinery.

Concentration. Earl & Rose Preston 1915 Swift 15hp.
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descents during the course of the day 
emphasised that real skill is required to 
safely motor rapidly downhill in a Veteran. 
Visibility was clear for some distance ahead 
so I nudged the accelerator down a little. 
The engine lifted its game a notch and our 
trusty 1913 AI Delage rattled past Gordon 
and Claire White’s 1908 Jackson dogcart, 
then a second, then a third and then a 
fourth slower vehicle. Ah, this is it. Life in 
the fast lane!

“Here’s the start of the timed section” 
said the navigator. “What speed did you 
set?” “Can’t remember” I replied. The piece 
of paper with that information was buried 
somewhere in the back. The car seemed 
happy at the speed we were doing so we 
just held it at that. 

We parked up on public display in the 
Morrinsville Reserve prior to the after-
noon’s competitive events. The gymkhana 
was, well, hot. The sun streamed down on 
us as we waited our turn out in the field. 
Think of all the marshals who have had 
to be out here all afternoon. We enjoyed 
watching the varied fortunes of those 
ahead of us, then it was time to grin and 
bear our own mediocre efforts. 

A Vintage tractor and machinery 
display centre field, courtesy of the 

Waikato Vintage Tractor and Machinery 
Club, added to the public interest. Nigel 
Webber’s 1899 Stanley steam car did 
sterling service providing very quiet rides 
around the field. We had an enjoyable 
and uneventful 30 mile jaunt back to Te 
Awamutu. 

Sunday, 23 March
The last day and a casual start – leave 

any time that enables you to get to the 
Hamilton Gardens by 11am. We travelled 
up past Mystery Creek and the airport, all 
the Veterans we saw kept well left on the 
comparatively busy roads.

At our allotted parking area in the 
gardens we received written instructions 
for a ‘walking rally’ that took us through 
most of the themed garden sections. Well 
worth the visit. Back to the parking area 
and a barbecue lunch, then a short drive 
across town to visit the Classics Museum, 
a very well presented display of classic 
vehicles and items of motoring interest. 
Then the, by now familiar, journey back to 
Te Awamutu.

A spruce up and off to rally HQ for the 
awards dinner, complete with entertain-
ment. Jan Officer and Rosie Hutcheson of 
Waikato Branch assembled a Veteran 

vehicle from the most unlikely household 
materials. This was followed by a skit on 
Cinderella with male branch members 
filling all the roles. The ugly sisters were a 
fair match, but Cinderella was impossibly 
well endowed. A fine end to a great rally.  
 BW  

Results
William McLean trophy 
Bruce and Shirley  
Shadbolt, Canterbury 1904 Oldsmobile Model T
McLean Motor Car Act teams Trophy
Monty and Pauline  
Scarborough, Auckland  1913 Ford Model T 
David and Beverly  
Oliver, Auckland 1914 Ford Model T  
Les and Lesley Webster, Waikato  1915 Ford Model T
Ian Mclean Trophy
David and Beverley Oliver, Akld  1914 Ford Model T
National Veteran Rally Achievement Award
Wayne and Shona  
Richards, Banks Peninsula  1903 Oldsmobile Model R
Conlan Concours Trophy
Bruce and Shirley  
Shadbolt, Canterbury 1904 Oldsmobile Model T
Ray Officer, Waikato 1901 Locomobile
Sun Alliance Trophy
Auckland Branch 
Alan Price accepted on behalf of the Auckland VCC. 

He had to get under, get out and get under. Geoff 
Quarrie and 1915 GWK roadster.

Trying to influence the organisers. Peter Le Gros and 
Kevin Grogan, 1916 Ford Model T with Sue Burnett.

Intrepid automobilists Gordon and Claire White, 
1908 Jackson dogcart.

Even its rally number was in jovial mood. Barry 
and Nicola Birchall 1913 Cadillac 30.

French chic. Olivia McNair and friend in 1913 AB4 Delage.
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The 60th Dunedin Brighton Veteran 
Rally was held on 25 and 26 January 
2014. The first rally in 1955 had 18 

entries. We were honoured to welcome 
eight of the cars from the first rally.

The 1900 Wolseley of Colin Winter has 
completed all sixty rallies. This Dunedin 
car was the oldest entry.

John Palmer from Christchurch drove 
his 1912 Unic which he had driven on the 
first rally.

From Arrowtown, Chris Read entered 
the 1914 Delage which Chris’ father 
D’Arcy had entered in 1955. This car 
has only missed one Brighton rally when 
D’Arcy took the Delage to Australia for an 
International.

The winner of the first rally, a 1914 
Humber was entered by Gavin Bain from 
Christchurch. This car had been entered 
in 1955 by Molly Anderson, the wife of 
one of the founders of the VCC, Andrew 
Anderson.

Aside from the 1914 Humber, all of this 
year’s eight original entries are still in the 
same family ownership 60 years later.

The other original entrants were the 
1910 Clement Bayard of Glenys McKenzie, 
1914 Buick of Nevin Gough; 1911 Clement 
Bayard of Stuart Moore and the 1903 De 
Dion-Bouton of Howard Kingsford-Smith.

Locals, Colin and Joan Pearce entered 
their recently completed 1913 Sunbeam as 
well as their 1911 and 1912 models.

We had a total of 64 entries including 
eight motorcycles. Of these, 44 came 
from outside Dunedin (three from the 
North Island). The large entry made for a 
different format at the Octagon start where 
the vehicles were flagged away by Mayor 
Dave Cull accompanied by a commentary 
from Dougal Stevenson.

A run to Taieri Mouth was included 
and enjoyed by those who took this option. 
Following the run, we had afternoon tea in 
the grand common room at Knox College 
in the city.

The formal rally dinner was held in 
our clubrooms where 50 year badges 
were presented to Colin Winter and 
Earl Preston by National President John 
Coomber. Prizegiving was at Glenfalloch 
Gardens on Sunday morning.

For those coming to the 2016 
International, please note the Brighton 
Rally will be held on Sunday, 24 January 
2016 being the day following the end of 
the International. BW  

Dunedin Brighton 
Otago Branch 

Words Tony Devereux, photos Evan Perrin, Tony Devereux and the Otago Daily Times.

Otago: Chris and Pam Read (Arrowtown) in 
their 1914 Delage which has completed 59 rallies. 
Photo Otago Daily Times.

Bob and Andree Hayes (Christchurch) 1909 
Renault. Best Overall Performance (Cars).

Entrants choice award went to Greg Elder’s 1917 
Cadillac.

First rally for Stephen Kidd’s 1914 Talbot roadster 
from Dunedin.

Tony Warren from Invercargill on his 1911 Singer 
motorcycle – winner of concours (motorcycles).
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Dunedin Brighton 
Otago Branch 

John Palmer (Christchurch) 1912 Unic Light Van.  John drove this Van on the first rally.

Robert and Lynette Duncan (Wanaka) 1918 Packard 
at Knox College. The afternoon venue.

Earl Preston from Blenheim in his 1915 Swift roadster.

This was the first rally for Colin and Joan Pearce’s 
1913 Sunbeam.

Roger Gardner from Masterton in the 1904 Fordmobile Model A.

Age Mileage Winner was John Callesen in the 1915 
Cadillac Opera coupe from Palmerston North.

David McIvor’s (Invercargill) 1913 Sunbeam – 
winner concours (cars).

The only vehicle to have completed all 60 rallies, Colin Winter’s 1900 Wolseley. The oldest vehicle on 
the rally.
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Back in 2012 when I returned to New 
Zealand to participate in the 2012 
VERO Rally, my good friends Will 

and Ruby Holmes very kindly agreed to 
lend me their 1924 Austin 20 Tourer to 
take part in the event. Ruby’s very good 
friend Evelyn Chisholm would accompany 
me at the rally and navigate. I arrived 
a few days beforehand and enjoyed Will 
and Ruby’s hospitality in their home and 
also met up with my other good friends 
Bob and Andree Hayes. Ruby had also 
arranged accommodation for me in the 
same hotel they were all staying at in 
Wanganui. When we arrived there, Will 
and Ruby introduced me to their other 
good friends, Chris Slater (who has since 
passed away) and his wife Anne. It was 
really nice to spend time with them all and 
visit new parts of New Zealand during the 
rally. Like everyone else, after registering 
we enjoyed each day’s route and it was nice 
to relax in the evenings to the entertain-
ment provided.

Back home, I am fortunate to own a 
number of historic vehicles including a 
petrol paraffin Ferguson tractor that 
is primarily used for various rallies and 
exhibitions. A team of eight including 
myself dismantle it down to 60 parts and 
at a predetermined time in front of an 
audience, rebuild it, start the engine and 
move it, all against the clock. Our quickest 
time to date is just over six minutes. While 
this is happening, we passed round a 
collection bucket to raise funds for the 
British Heart Foundation. As most people 
know, you can only do something like this 
so often before the novelty wears off and 
people say “We’ve seen it before”. So we 
were looking for something different.

At the VERO Rally at the Wanganui 
racecourse, part of the many attractions 
laid on was the dismantling and re-assem-
bling of two Model Ts, which I found 
very entertaining and I added the second 
display to the video that I was taking of 
the event. Upon my return home, I got the 
Ferguson team together and showed them 
the video. They were very enthusiastic 
and saw it as a new challenge, something 
completely different. There are other teams 
dismantling Fergusons in the UK but as far 
as I know, we are the only team to have 
dismantled and rebuilt a Ford Model T.

Of course, this led to the issue of where 
to get a Model T. I already had a 1913 
tourer but there was absolutely no way I 
was going to have it dismantled and rebuilt 
numerous times throughout the country. I 
did, however, have a number of parts and 
a few friends donated some other items. I 
also made contact with Neil Tuckett, the 
renowned Model T specialist in the UK 
and explained our intentions. He gener-
ously agreed to supply the missing parts at 
a reduced rate and this eventually gave us 
a complete running chassis to which we 
fitted an engine with a starter motor. The 
body we had in mind was really too heavy 

for the task in hand, so a carpenter copied 
the front seat section of my car, made it as 
light as possible and also made up a truck 
type body for the rear.

All we had to do then was put it all 
together with the wings, bonnet and 
radiator and see how it looked. It looked 
the part so we stripped it all down again 
and had it painted. Because of holidays 
and family commitments, a number of 
weeks passed before the team could get 
together again and with a knowledgeable 
Model T owner, we slowly put the car 
back together while noting the best way 
to do it. We then decided which areas to 
concentrate on to dismantle, set about the 
task and finally had the car stripped down 
again. Various discussions took place as 
to what we needed to change, what tools 
were required or had to be made and it all 
finally came together.

We then rebuilt it, stripped it down 
once more and this time, rebuilt it against 
the clock. Once a week for the next five 
weeks we met regularly, making steady 
improvements and the time reduced. 
We had made a commitment to the 
Fraserburgh Vintage car rally to put on 
the first display during the first weekend 
in June. We had another couple of practice 
sessions before going to the rally. We duly 
drove the car to the event (it is taxed and 
on the road), parked it up in its allocated 
area and at the allotted time, dismantled it 
down to 72 parts. At 2.30 in the afternoon 
with a crowd gathered, we reassembled the 
car, started it up and drove it, all in a time 
of 13 minutes 46 seconds (longer than it 
should have taken due to a broken switch; 
it can now be done in under 11 minutes) 
much to the amazement of the crowd who 

Take your marks

Get Set…
Words and photos James Gray

James Gray lives in Edinburgh, Scotland 

and is an overseas member of our club. 

He returned to Scotland after the 2012 

Vero Rally with an enthusiasm to share a 

kiwi idea with his friends.
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didn’t think it could be done. The tools 
that were used were a mixture of genuine 
Ford Model T spanners, speed braces and 
ratchets with sockets.

As with the Ferguson tractor, we 
collected money on behalf of the British 
Heart Foundation. A number of other like-
minded enthusiasts and show organisers 
happened to be in the crowd and invited 
us to carry out the display at numerous 
other locations throughout Scotland. We 
can now alternate between the Model T 
and the Ferguson depending on location 
to keep things fresh.

Had it not been for my visit to New 
Zealand and the Model T rebuild being 
part of the Sunday afternoon’s entertain-
ment, I probably would not have come up 
with the idea. 

At the end of the VERO event, Will 
and I set off, running together and drove 
through a thunderstorm before arriving 
back at Will’s house in Greytown. We 
cleaned and tidied up both cars the 
following day. Bob and Andree were also 
staying with Will and Ruby and Will very 
kindly arranged for Bob and I to visit 
Chris Slater’s impressive historic vehicle 
collection where I was made very welcome. 
His steam engine had pride of place and 
he had it steamed up, ready to go. For the 
short time I spent with Chris, I found him 
to be a genuine and true enthusiast.

Yet again the hospitality and the 
welcome offered to me in New Zealand 
made me feel quite at home and I intend 
to return to participate in the 2016 Vero 
International Festival of Historic 
Motoring. 

BW

Model T team members: David Watson 
(global engineer), Alex Laird (farmer), 
Murray Littlejohn (forklift technician), 
Gary Miller (electrician), Sandy Pirie 
(retired fitter), Jimmy Milne (retired refrig-
eration engineer), James Gray, Neil Gordon 
(mechanical engineer), Brian Cumming 
(hydraulics engineer), Kevin Porter (hydrau-
lics engineer) and Wilson Irvine (farmer). 
Donnie Harper, our Model T expert, kept an 
eye on the proceedings and made sure every-
thing went as safely and smoothly as possible.

LUCAS CLASSIC 

TYRES
2850 Temple Ave.,Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA
1-562-595-6721

www.lucasclassictires.com

BEST
PRICES!
200 Sizes
15 Brands
We Ship

Worldwide
FREE

CATALOG 
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When starting to write this article 
I had to refresh my memory as 
to when this story began. My 

interest in old cars has been lifelong, from 
the time I made plaster-of-paris moulds in 
the 1950s as a child of six or seven. The 
affliction advanced to fretwork and then 
plastic models. From farming stock I was a 
competent driver of farm machinery from 
the age of ten and would assist on the 
family farm and neighbours at haymaking 
time, turning hay or cultivating the land 
prior to planting. By the time I left for 
boarding school, aged 12½, I was driving 
the farm pickup truck regularly. My father 
owned two farms 15 miles apart and in 
those days we would often move stock by 
foot. This involved the 1946 Chevrolet 15 
cwt truck to transport dogs and people. 
Once the stock were on the road my 
brother and I would take turns as tailend 
Charlie keeping up with the animals. 

My first vehicle, purchased for £5, was 
a Ford Model T one ton truck I had found 
one free afternoon at boarding school. It 
had been parked up in a leaky shed and 
the motor was seized from water entering 
the engine through the missing spark plug. 

At the next school break my elder brother 
and I towed the truck to the farm ten 
miles away without any major incident. 
I managed to unseize the motor using a 
broken shovel handle wrapped in emery 
paper to remove the rust from the cylinder 
walls. After some nasty shocks from the 
trembler coils I eventually got the old 
truck running. I think it was this positive 
early experience that paved the way for my 
next forays into car restoration. 

Fast forward 45 years to October 2004. 
My wife Lynne and I had purchased a 
1936 SS Jaguar saloon from the Archibald 
Family Trust. This is a lovely old car and 
we have participated in several rallies all 
over New Zealand. But it isn’t really an 
old car and I wanted a hands-on project 
having now aligned the time and money 
restrictions to a can-do stage. I wanted a 
Veteran vehicle and had just flown down 
to Christchurch to the Canterbury Branch 
swapmeet. On return, empty handed of 
any project, I picked up my mail and 
perused the advertisements in Beaded 
Wheels and noted “Parts of 1911 Daimler 
for sale”. The parts were in Auckland, 250 
kilometres away. After negotiating a value 

For Sale; 1911 Daimler 
Parts, Possibly 14hp.
Words and photos by Bruce Hutchinson

Parts in new surroundings

The first trailer load. Note Fiat in background, 
the next project, should be easier!

The car/tractor as found by Graeme Macdonald 
c. 1955
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for the parts, a friend and I took my quite 
large tandem trailer up to bring them 
back. I have become good friends with the 
vendor since our first meeting. Graeme 
Macdonald lived in a magnificent stately 
old home and had a passion akin to mine 
for old cars. As a young medical student 
in the 1950s, he scoured the countryside 
looking in old farm sheds. In Gisborne 
he discovered a 1907 Unic (recently 
purchased by Kit Preston and later Roy 
Sharman) and on an apple orchard 20 
kilometres from Auckland he discovered 
the Daimler. It had been used as a farm 
tractor and the wire wheels had been 
professionally shod with steel cleated rims. 
He transported it home to the central 
city. By this time he had accumulated 
several old cars which were in a pretty 
raw state, not making very attractive 
garden features to the unsympathetic eye 
of course. His father said he would build 
him a double garage on the property to 
house his treasures which posed a problem 
for a three car medical student owner. His 
other two cars were smaller and margin-
ally older but in a complete state. So the 
Daimler, dismantled and shoe-horned 

around the other cars, stayed in that state 
until I took over the task of its rebuilding. 
Graeme devoted his life to medicine as 
a prominent neurosurgeon, sacrificing 
his lifelong interest in Veteran cars for 
improving people’s health.

At this stage I was lacking a suitable 
facility to carry out this estimated two 
year project. My wife Lynne struggled to 
see what potential was in this mound of 
parts and after unloading from my trailer 
recommended that I cover them well as 
the rubbish removal contractor was due 
the next day and the pile could easily be 
mistaken. Oh ye of little faith. 

With the new restoration shed addition 
completed, I laid the parts out and our 
local VCC branch paid me a garage raid 
visit. The “raiders” included two extremely 
talented and legendary car restorers Ivan 
Allen and Bill Janes. Bill, who is of English 
extraction and a cabinet maker by trade, 
has completed 38 car bodies including 
Delage, Rolls-Royce, Sunbeams, MG, 
Vauxhall et al. He also builds the most 
amazing models which are scaled down 
from original plans. Bleriot monoplane 
engines, RR Merlin, rotary, jet, Bugatti, 

steam; all of working capability, together 
with ships, traction engines, motorcy-
cles – the list is expanded regularly. Each 
model takes approximately six months to 
complete. Unknown to me and on their 
way home from my shed, Bill said to Ivan 
“What an interesting project, I’ve never 
had anything to do with a sleeve valve 
engine”.

The next time I saw Bill he asked if 
I would like him to have a look at the 
differential for me. My mechanical skills 
are limited and I had had little hands-on 
experience with precision engineering, 
so I accepted Bill’s offer. The differen-
tial castings are aluminium and had been 
resting on an earth floor for 50 years 
and when cleaned up resembled more a 
cooking colander than a gear housing. Bill 
fashioned a fibreglass patch and outwardly 
no sign of repair is evident except a “DO 
NOT JACK HERE” sign. The worm 
drive bevel gear had been worn to razor 
sharpened points and these were filed to 
mesh with the worm gear and newly fitted 
bearings. Refurbished and painted from 
the outside all looked well, the moment 
of truth would arise when it had to turn 

Parts set out, note cleated wheels and rear 
suspension layout.

Differential housing or colander? 

Housing repaired 

The legendary Bill Janes – he now knows how a 
double sleeve valved engine works!

Junk head, piston, double sleeves and block – 
The “Silent Knight”.

Quality casting.

Engine completed.
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Exhaust side of engine.

Max Jamieson marking out wheel rims for spokes.

The jigsaw.

Jigsaw completed.

Steve Roberts at work. Ivan Allen (on right) setting up hood bows.It’s a masterpiece Leonardo.

Sitting on the kiwifruit box for the first drive after 60 plus years.

Steve’s job done.
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the wheels. I had a list of the few owners 
of Veteran Daimlers in New Zealand and 
had made contact with them all. Don 
Viles had been collecting parts from all 
over the world for 20 years. He had now 
realised in his retirement that he didn’t 
have the expertise himself to construct 
a car from his collection and so I was 
able to buy all his bits and pieces which 
included parts from 15 – 45 horsepower 
cars. Amazingly amongst his bits were two 
new old stock bronze gears the same as the 
one Bill had spent so much time fettling. 
So we swapped the bronze gears around 
and apart from the patched housing the 
differential is almost as good as new. 
“Suppose you should bring in the gearbox 
now,” said Bill as we loaded the completed 
differential unit onto my trailer.

The car/tractor’s life had been tough 
for its last few years of operation. It had 
been used for harrowing fields and a lot 
of low gear work. Subsequently the low 
gears were badly worn. Bill turned new 
gear wheels and a gearcutter retoothed 
them and then they were hardened. We 
had established that we were restoring a 
1913 20hp car and now had to join the 
rear axle to the gearbox. The drive shaft 
was there but the complicated trunion 
parts that made up the universal drive 
were missing (but turned up later) and 
even amongst all my spares, though we 
had many trunions they were not the 
correct size. After many hours of drawing 
and mock ups Bill machined the vital 
connecting parts. The gearbox and drive 
shaft were now completed.

“Better bring in the engine,” Bill said 
enthusiastically. I had two 20hp engines; 
one a spare which Graeme had discov-
ered on a wharf at Thames. It had been 
used in a motor launch and the junk 
heads1 were exploding with corrosion from 
seawater. To disassemble the engine we 
were restoring involved cutting the morse 
timing chain and after several weeks 
of worldwide searching we were forced 
to cannibalise the chain from my spare 
engine. It was quite a procedure and not 
a collar and tie job to remove the pistons 
and sleeves and involved some special 
tooling to be made to enable them to be 
pressed out. Interestingly, we found the 
slotted sleeves distorted when laid on their 
sides so much so that the pistons would 
not go back in. No panic, we found after 
time standing them on their ends, their 
original shape was resumed. New rings 

1 A junk head is a form of piston engine 
cylinder head, where the head is formed by 
a dummy piston mounted inside the top of 
the cylinder. In most other engine designs, 
the cylinder head is mounted on top of the 
cylinder block. 

were made and when we attempted to fit 
them the tension proved to be excessive. 
On examining the old rings we discov-
ered that they tapered to the ends. Once 
again Bill devised special tooling to carry 
out this task. The sleeves were in good 
condition with minimum wear. We had 
no guidelines for tolerances anyway but all 
seemed okay. The vibration damper (who 
said they were a new invention) was refur-
bished and filled with oil, end bearings 
bedded in and all reassembled. With all 
Bill’s experience of Veteran vehicles, 
he was amazed at the high standard of 
finishing for the engine castings and oil 
galleries. The carburettor was of the “new 
for 1913” seven jet model and was fitted 
with new gaskets and refurbished. Charles 
Knight’s Silent Knight engine creation 
was ready for installing.

While Bill was hard at work on the 
mechanical pieces, I was refurbishing the 
chassis, suspension and wheels. When 
trying to identify what I had originally 
bought as my project, I sent photographs 
to Steve Campbell-Wright of Melbourne, 
Australia. Steve is a wealth of knowledge 
on Veteran Daimlers and has a register of 
most existing cars. One of the interesting 
and unusual features is the suspension. 
The front springs are held in place at their 
rear by a double swivel mounting and then 
conventionally shackled to the front of the 
chassis. This arrangement was standard 
on most Daimlers of this era. The rear 
suspension however, has a semi-elliptic 
spring coupled to a coiled spring on each 
side of the chassis frame. The two coiled 
springs on each side are then joined to a 
transverse spring. Steve said he had only 
seen this on a 38hp car which was part 
of the Giltrap Museum in Queensland, 
Australia and then sold to an American 
buyer in the late 1980s. As there was no 
rear body with my car I don’t know if it 
had been used as a car or perhaps a service 
vehicle. I’m quite sure it was not originally 

a tractor. Of course all bushes and pins 
had been slogged and worn out of shape 
and required rebuilding. The chassis frame 
was extensively photographed prior to 
dismantling. I cannot emphasise enough 
the discipline to photograph before any 
dismantling begins. The quality of camera 
is important to allow high magnifica-
tion and thus examine what might just 
determine where the many less significant 
parts are located.

While this car is only rated at 20hp 
and during the same years 15, 38, 45, 
and 57 horsepower cars were being made 
by Daimler, it is still a large car by other 
makers’ standards. It would be a devas-
tating experience to have a wheel collapse. 
My parts collection included some 17 
Daimler wheels. I selected the five best, 
which included some of the original now 
de-shod cleated wheels. These were bead 
blasted and primed but I was not happy 
with the sharp edges or severe pitting 
which appeared following this. The splines 
were in good order but to remove the 
old wheel-locking mechanism was quite a 
task. The locking nuts are held in place 
by a small scotch key. Once this key is 
removed the locking nut is unscrewed 
from inside the hub. We made a special 
tool to fit the internal nut which was 
tubular and had four square prongs which 
in turn located on four square holes. With 
some encouragement from my gas torch 
success came, be it ever so slowly. The 
hubs are BSA detachable and while not 
quite as elaborate as Rudge Whitworth 
still look pretty smart when nickel plated.

We are fortunate here in New Zealand 
to have a company, Vintage Rims, in 
Christchurch owned by Bryan Black, who 
now supplies wheel rims all over the world 
and so I purchased five 880 x 120 rims and 
found another clever guy Max Jamieson 
who let me help him mark out and dimple 
the new rims, bend and thread the 72 
new spokes per wheel. These were powder-
coated and fitted with new tyres.

The chassis was skewed a bit and 
Ivan Allen the other Tauranga legendary 
restorer, realigned that with the aid of 
some hydraulic equipment. This skewing 
had also occurred on the aluminium 
scuttle and while it seemed only to be 
slight to the uninitiated, when it comes 
to body work it is vital to start with a 
good foundation. After much sanding and 
filling of imperfections, Ivan who is a 
master with a spray gun, applied many 
coats of paint to the chassis.

The radiator was also quite a task. The 
original fluted grille was the top tank for 
the radiator. Someone in Australia had 
cast some new aluminium tanks as both 

I cannot emphasise enough the 
discipline to photograph before any 

dismantling begins.  
The quality of camera is important 

to allow high magnification and thus 
examine what might just determine 
where the many less significant parts 

are located.
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Graeme and Don Vile had newly cast 
tanks among their inventory of parts. This 
tank was attached by 48 brass machine 
screws. The radiator consists of 27 tubes, 
each fitted with 96 fins (that’s 2,592) and 
which have all been straightened.

The copper rectangular petrol tank had 
minor leaks only and was generally in 
good condition. I didn’t attempt to use 
the old fuel lines but they were useful 
patterns to establish the air pressurised 
fuel system. The lines are pressurised by 
a scuttle mounted pump and about 2 psi 
is required to start the engine. The petrol 
tank itself is covered by brass-banded teak 
wooden slats.

The magneto that was attached to 
the engine was not original and the 1913 
model had modified engine mounts to 
allow for the generator to be fitted and 
link up with the Bosch DR4 dual ignition 
magneto which ran the CAV lighting 
system. The Bosch trembler coil is supplied 
initially with power from a small dry cell 
battery which is housed in a box on the 
passenger side of the cockpit. When the 
engine is running the coil is switched over 
to magneto. I made a change to the car’s 
original specifications that I hope will 
allow me to continue driving into my aged 
phase of life by fitting a starter motor. 

This car has had every engine nut, 
water pump, oil regulator nickel plated. 
Even the flywheel which weighs around 
50lbs was plated, so I replated to the same 
specification. Unfortunately some damage 
to the nickel plating occurred when I 
skimmed the flywheel to take the Hino 
truck ring gear which meshes with a very 
discretely located Toyota starter motor. 
The modification is great and the hazard 

of stalling in traffic and necessitating the 
passenger to vacate while one gets out to 
crank start has been avoided. It is also not 
a pleasant sight to watch an elderly driver 
clutch at his chest in pain following the 
starting procedure.

With the mechanicals fitted in place, 
cone clutch and external brake bands 
relined, it was time to fit the applebox 
(kiwifruit box in my case as I am a 
kiwifruit orchardist in my other life) and 
fire her up. This was quite an event and 
starting was quite straightforward. A few 
minor water leaks were fixed and we drove 
out of my shed followed by the traditional 
slight blue haze from the exhaust, 50 years 
from its last starting and after four years 
work. (During the procession of the King 
of England’s coronation in the early 1920s, 
several hundred sleeve-valved Daimlers 
were used and photographs clearly depict 
the haze of smoke emitted.)

Bill had agreed to build the wooden 
body – definitely the last one for him ever. 
We had a few panels as patterns and some 
basic dimensions I had obtained from 
Australia. I felt so guilty having involved 
him in this part of the project as he was 
up in the middle of the night, walking the 
streets trying to design this body. In a few 
days he had sketched onto some wallboard 
the wheel arches, door locations, seat 
heights and other significant details. Then 
the new jigsaw was created piece by piece, 
glued and screwed, door hinges modified, 
nickelled, fitted, and wood treated with 
preservative.

The next stage was the panelling. A few 
people who really knew, said there was only 
one person in the North Island who would 
embrace this stage of my project with the 

skill and enthusiasm required. As it turned 
out it was very good advice. I phoned Steve 
Roberts who lived at Wanganui 300 plus 
kilometres away. No reply. Tried every day 
for ten days then in frustration rang a 
friend down there. “You won’t get hold of 
him for another two weeks, he’s over at the 
Goodwood Speed Festival. You’ll be lucky 
to get him to do your job, he’s booked up 
for years.” Encouraged by this worthy cause 
of absence I waited for his return. “I’ve got 
two or three weeks work to catch up while 
I’ve been away but the pictures you’ve sent 
look fascinating and I’ve just had a major 
job delayed for a few months so can slot 
your job in almost straight away.” Music to 
my ears. Lynne and I set off for Wanganui, 
Daimler on the trailer and a weather 
forecast which promised gales, rain and 
possible road closures. I had covered the 
car with tarpaulins and had body panels 
and bits and pieces stowed in and around 
the car. After several attempts to tie the 
tarpaulin securely we had now reached the 
Desert Road, the high altitude highway 
in the middle of the North Island and I 
gave up trying to keep the car covered and 
removed the cover altogether, as the winds 
grew in intensity. It took us eight hours 
to travel a normal four and a half hour 
journey being held up with slips blocking 
the road in several places. We dropped the 
car at Steves and returned in the morning 
to sort out detail. “Should be ready to pick 
up early New Year.” As it was now late 
September (our spring) I was surprised at 
the short timespan. Steve starts work at 
7am and finishes at 7pm and I think he 
does that six days a week. Not bad for a 
guy who is older than I am, and I was born 
in 1945. Steve began his apprenticeship 

Seven seater layout.Daimler’s unusual horn configuration.
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with De Havilland in the UK and then 
completed 13 years with Aston Martin. 
The gleaming aluminium made me wonder 
if I should even paint it. With no body filler 
anywhere, it seemed a shame to hide such 
skill and voluptuous curves with paint.

The body style is a phaeton or 
tourer and I had no hood folding irons 
for patterns so while Steve finished the 
body, Horace Guilford, who also lives in 
Wanganui, made up a two person six bow 
set for me. Steve was true to his word and 
it was back on the trailer by the end of 
January, a fabulous job.

We then had a few minor mechanicals 
to attend to, linkages from the modified 
magneto and carburettor, then it was off 
to the paintshop. This was done locally 
and very competently.

It was about this time when I received a 
phone call from Graeme who had decided 
to sell one of the Daimler’s stablemates, 
a 1911 English bodied Fiat. I had really 
enjoyed the Daimler restoration and could 
see the end was in sight and the opportu-
nity to carry out another straight forward 
project was too good to pass up. I bought 
the little Fiat and shed contents complete 
and it was amazing how many missing 
parts from the Daimler turned up as we 
emptied the shed. 

Next stage was the trimming and 
upholstery. I would like to thank Brian 

Smith and Brian Long for their efforts 
in the books on Daimler they have 
published. The photographs have been 
invaluable to gain insight and examples of 
the craftsmen who made these vehicles a 
century ago. The car has occasional seats 
recessed into the rear of the front seat and 
the detail has been able to be replicated 
from their books. It is also amazing what 

people still have tucked away in their 
sheds. One of our local VCC members 
knew of a Veteran Daimler that had 
been badly damaged by fire. I made the 
350 kilometre journey and met up with 
Buck Lawrence. He had rescued the rear 
tub complete with horsehair and leather 
upholstery from a cottage that had been 
used by a Dalmatian kauri gum digger who 
had used the tub as a sofa. I borrowed the 
“sofa” and it was useful to copy the hood 
irons mountings which were still attached. 
Also the upholstery detail has been 
useful. I made the wooden hood bows by 
laminating seven strips of American Oak 
and bending them around an adjustable 

jig that Bill Janes had made for his many 
restorations. Ian Handley was entrusted 
with the trimming and upholstery. I had 
some experience years ago with furniture 
upholstering and on my first restoration 
of a 1926 Model T but with respect to 
Henry Ford there is a considerable differ-
ence between the two marques and I know 
my capabilities. Ian approached the task 
with great enthusiasm and the end result 
speaks for itself. The car has a complete 
wardrobe of wet weather gear, trunk cover 
and dust cover.

My original timeline of two years 
extended into nine from the time of 
purchase of those two trailer loads of 
parts. Graeme Macdonald called in from 
time to time to monitor progress on the 
project but unfortunately passed away 
before completion. It would have been 
great for him to see the completed car 
which was his vision when he purchased 
the “tractor” 60 years earlier. The car is on 
the road and I only require a period clock 
now to finish the car. I have a large 
number of parts including chassis, engines 
now surplus which I will offer for sale. It 
has been a truly rewarding experience 
made possible by an understanding family, 
the Vintage Car Club and its Beaded 
Wheels magazine and a network of enthu-
siastic, helpful people, many not 
mentioned. Thank you one and all.  BW
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My original timeline of two years 
extended into nine from the time  

of purchase of those two trailer loads 
of parts. 
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1955 Swallow Doretti 
an unlikely flyer  Words Roger White, photos Roger White, Stan Garmonsway

BEHIND THE WHEEL

A rare bird indeed. Only 274 
Swallow Dorettis were made in 
a 10 month period. Yet this was 

not the product of a fly-by-night company 
looking for a quick buck by trying to cash 
in on the 1950s British sportscar craze in 
the USA. It was in fact a properly thought 
out project by a substantial engineering 
component company that was already 
supplying the motor industry.

The Helliwell Company, a subsidiary 
of Tube Investments Group, had under 
its wing the Swallow Coachbuilding 
Company. This was the motorcycle sidecar 
enterprise founded by William Walmsley 
and William Lyons that was finally sold 
off by Lyons as he focussed on developing 
Jaguar Cars.

The boss of Helliwell, Eric Sanders, 
looking for opportunities to counteract 
the rapidly diminishing demand for 

sidecars, collaborated with his good friend 
Sir John Black of Standard Triumph 
and Arthur Anderson, a Californian 
associate who with his daughter Dorothy 
Dean, sold sportscar accessories. They 
could see the sales potential for a unique 
sportscar specifically designed for the US 
West Coast. Dorothy’s Italianised name 
provided the inspiration for the Doretti 
branding. 

The plan was to produce a sportscar, 
upmarket from the recently introduced 
Triumph TR2. The concept was based 
on a chrome-moly tubular frame more 
rigid than the TR2 and with radius arms 
on the rear suspension to control the 
notorious axle tramp. This layout resulted 
in a chassis six inches longer and three 
inches wider than the TR2 and resulted 
in a smoother ride with sure predictable 
handling. The 2 litre 90 bhp engine and 

running gear was pure TR2 to provide 
100mph performance with easy servicing. 
The body was designed with Italian 
influence to enhance its appeal to the 
Californian set.

Panelcraft of Birmingham built the 
bodies using alloy outer panels and a steel 
inner tub which was bolted to the chassis. 
The bodies were high quality items but 
the end result was substantially heavier 
than the TR2 resulting in some loss of 
performance.

The Doretti was introduced to the 
public in January 1954 and was enthusi-
astically received. Production rose to more 
than one a day, but it was abruptly halted 
when Jaguar gave the Tube Investments 
Group the ultimatum: stop producing a 
rival sportscar or they would go elsewhere 
for the many components supplied by the 
group. So ended a promising new marque. 
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Dorothy Dean went on to become the 
very successful distributor for Triumph 
cars on the West Coast. 

Martin and Joan Ferner purchased 
their Swallow Dorretti chassis number 
1315 in roadworthy condition during 1977. 
Like most British sportscars of the ‘50s, it 
had had a very hard life in the hands of 
many young enthusiasts. In the late ‘60s 
I remember this car well in the hands of 
a young South African who was part of 
our sportscar set, enjoying much spirited 
driving in the local countryside. 

The Ferners’ daughter Helen was 
immediately smitten by this beguiling car 
and she and Martin drove it in many 
events for several years. Helen also enjoyed 
the car in Christchurch while studying for 
her engineering degree. 

Back in Wellington a premature engine 
failure meant that the Doretti was tucked 
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carefully away into a corner of the shed 
awaiting its turn for Martin’s attention. 
“I will restore it for you,” was the promise 
Martin made, “but first the Minerva”. 

The Minerva is the magnificent 1912 
sleeve valve Model BB which was a 
mammoth restoration project that would 
take many years of huge effort. For his 
efforts Martin received the Goddard 
Trophy following the epic journey 
retracing the Prince Henry Trials up the 
Stelvio and other passes of Europe in this 
car. 

 After such a task, it would be under-
standable to take a break and just enjoy 
the results of his labour, but (with just a 
little bit of urging from Helen) the Doretti 
emerged from the shadows and the start 
was made.

The Doretti turned out to be a complex 
restoration. Like most restorations much 
more difficult than expected. The body 
was a significant challenge; the inner tub 
and doors being steel with the outer panels 
Birmabright Alloy attached. Specialist 
help was required for this and the painting 
to ensure the required standard was 
achieved.

Martin (with some help from Helen) 
completely stripped and refurbished all the 
mechanical parts down to the last nut and 
bolt including a full engine, gearbox and 
Laycock overdrive rebuild. He reassem-
bled the car and renewed and uprated 
the wiring. The trimming was expertly 
completed by a local specialist.

The result is a stunning concours-
standard restoration; the attention to 
detail is superb, the promise kept. 

The Doretti is gleaming in vivid white, 
ready for a drive up the Wallaceville hill 
and into the Mangaroa Valley. Martin and 
Helen’s passion for the car is obvious as 
they show me the special features. They 
love this car. 

The car sits low and purposeful, the 
styling modern for the era, right up there 
with the Jaguar XK140 and the Austin 
Healey 100/4. It looks far more advanced 
than the Triumph TR2 or MGs of the 
period.

The engine bay is a sight to behold 
with gleaming chrome rocker cover and 
polished SU carburettors. (As this car was 
one of the last Dorettis built it has the 
benefit of the TR3 100 bhp engine rather 
than the TR2 90 bhp unit)

The steering wheel and black-faced 
instruments are Triumph and look just 
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right with a large tachometer and speed-
ometer supplemented with the usual 
fuel, water temperature, oil pressure and 
ammeter gauges. 

Getting into the driver’s seat I notice 
that the doors are rather short requiring 
a bit of bending of old stiff legs. Inside 
the cockpit is snug, meaning comfortable 
but not a lot of room, very similar to the 
contemporary Austin Healey. The TR2 
feels roomier, probably because of the cut 
away doors.

The steering wheel is well positioned as 
is the fly-off handbrake and the gear lever.

The windscreen is well proportioned 
and does a good job deflecting the wind 
especially with the addition of Martin’s 
beautifully crafted windwings. They are 
really effective, making a very pleasant 
cockpit experience. 

The boot is full of spare wheel, but 
there is a very useful shelf behind the seats 
for the overnight bags. Dorothy Dean even 
provided a special tailor - made suitcase for 
favoured customers.

The engine burbles happily at idle and 
proves to be a lusty performer with good 
torque in the mid range. Even keeping to 
4000rpm acceleration is brisk. Handling is 

good for the period, very predictable, just 
a little unsettled by bumpy corners, which 
is very typical of the live axle sportscars of 
the period. The cam and peg steering has a 
rather vague feeling when compared to the 
rack and pinion systems of the day. Brake 
pedal movement takes a little getting used 
to but once applied the drum brakes pull 
the Doretti up evenly.

The gearbox is great fun to use; the 
short precise lever allows rapid changes 
encouraging enthusiastic driving. 

Altogether the Swallow Doretti is a very 
competent British sportscar that deserved 
far greater success than it achieved in 
its short production run. However the 
resultant rarity because of the premature 
axing, makes them even more desirable 
today.

The Ferner’s car is a supreme example 
of this rare and beautiful bird and Helen 
now knows the truth of the saying, “good 
things come to those who wait.”

For me, the Doretti made me feel 18 
again… and that surely is the purpose of 
our hobby.

 
BW

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Engine:  1991cc ohv 4 cylinder
Gearbox:  4 speed manual with optional 

overdrive
Wheelbase:  95" (2,413mm)
Length:  156" (3,962mm)
Width:  61" (1,549mm)
Height:  52.5" (1,334mm)
Top speed with overdrive: 100 mph
Zero to 60 mph:  12.3 seconds
Fuel consumption: 27.9 mpg
Cost when new:  £1,158 with overdrive  

(For comparison a Triumph TR2 cost £887)
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Southland Veteran Run 
To Colac Bay 
Southland Branch 

Words and photos Stuart Francis

Nineteen entrants lined up in the 
Southland Clubrooms car park, on a crisp 
and overcast morning, for the start of the 
Veteran run to Colac Bay. The event is 
run in three classes; five entrants in class 1 
(single and twin cylinder machine), 10 
entrants in Class 2 (four cylinders or more) 
and four entrants in the motorcycle class. 
The diversity of the entry was intriguing 
from Ross Lyons’ 1911 AC Sociable three 
wheeler to Ian Chittock’s Ford Model 
T one ton truck, to Frank Brookland’s 
1912 De Dion Bouton, to Tony Warren’s 
1910 Humber motorcycle and with four 
vehicles from 1908, two De Dion-Boutons, 
a Cadillac and a Motosacoche motorcycle. 

The first entrant was away at 10am 
out to Riverton along a relatively flat part 
of the countryside following backroads 
where possible to minimise contact with 
main road traffic. The end of the timed 
road section was 20 miles along the route 

just before Thornbury. Unfortunately 
there had been two casualties by then; 
Kerry Russell’s 1914 BSA motorcycle lost 
compression and Ross Lyons’ 1911 AC 
Sociable, which had been flying along, 
had a flywheel come loose. The second 
section was the scenic route from Riverton 
to Colac Bay following the rugged 
coastline, with two challenging hills for 
the Veterans. No breakdowns on this 
section, but Malcolm McDonald, on the 
Motosacoche motorcycle, provided a lot of 
light pedal assistance to crest the hills.

The field tests, two skill tests and a 
quiz, were conducted at the far end of 
the picturesque Colac Bay, with Fouveaux 
Strait providing a spectacular backdrop. 
The run back to clubrooms was uneventful 
although the two hills to Riverton seemed 
steeper on the way back.

The awards ceremony turned into a 
benefit night for Patron Wayne Nicoll, 
winning five of the six awards he was 
eligible for, including overall winner with 
his 1908 Cadillac (he and his navigator 
Samantha got within four seconds of his 
target time on the road section). Branch 
Chairman Tony Warren won two awards, 

including overall winner motorcycle, on 
his 1910 Humber motorcycle. Ross Lyons’ 
1911 AC Sociable three wheeler deserv-
edly won the Concours d’Elegance and 
Kerry Russell won the Hard Luck Trophy.

Ngapara Hill Climb 
North Otago Branch 

Words Nonie Rooney, photos by Carol 
Edwards, The Photo Shoppe Oamaru

The 50th Anniversary of the Ngapara 
Hill Climb was celebrated on Sunday 
13 April with a record number of entries. 
The Hill Climb has been run by the North 
Otago branch of the Vintage Car Club in 
conjunction with the Otago Sports Car 
Club since 1964 though it has not been 
held every year. It was a pleasure to have 
Alex Reid, Doug Algie, Charlie Fraser 
and Les Marshall present for the day, all 
drivers in the first hill climb, and also that 
they were able to be present at the social 
function on the Saturday evening.

Fifty-four entrants from around the 
South Island with varying makes of cars, 
made four runs each up the 1.4 km hill 
on the Ngapara-Coalpit Road. Of this 

rally snippets

Southland: Ross Lyons, 1911 AC Sociable.Southland: Robin and Sue Dickinson, 1912 Model T.

Southland: Malcolm McDonald, 
1908 Motosacoche.

Southland: Greg Eunson, 1914 Metz.Southland: Angus Petrie ,1918 Model T businessman’s 
van and Frank Brookland, 1912 De Dion-Bouton.
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Southland: Ross Lyons, 1911 AC Sociable.

Southland: Malcolm McDonald, 
1908 Motosacoche.

number, 15 drivers were VCC competitors, 
eight driving single-seater specials and the 
others driving saloon cars.

BMC was well represented by Alastair 
Brass driving a Morris Cooper S; G Taylor 
in a Morris Minor; N Curry in his Austin 
Healey Sprite; N Manchester in an MGA 
and P Brown in an Elan Mark 3.

Peter Leversedge drove his Stuart 
special which he first used at the hill climb 
40 years ago. Nathan Wilson at his first 
hill climb in the Toyota Special borrowed 
from his father Ken, actually putting in a 
faster time than his father. N McDonald 
drove his very smart Munro Special 
Formula V which he had towed up from 
Invercargill, and his friend E Macpherson, 
also from Invercargill, drove up in his Ford 
Anglia. J Gillman had the tyres smoking 
on his Ford V8 Coupe, while G Currie 
from Waimate was under the bonnet of his 
Buckler DD after most runs. 

The real interest in the times, was 
between the first and second place 
winners. After four runs each, just one 
second separated the times. Murray Frew 
in his Chrysler Special finished with a 
time of 1.00.64 and Jim Bennett driving a 
Furi Impulse, with a time of 1.00.76. The 
winning margin was just 0.12 of a second.

The event ran smoothly with no 
hiccups. A large number of specta-
tors watched the enjoyable event which 
finished ahead of time, allowing for a 
leisurely, social prize-giving ceremony at 
the nearby Ngapara Rugby clubrooms. 

North Otago: Action from Ngapara.
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This year the youngest and possibly 
one of the smallest Branches in the 
VCC hosted the National North 

Island Easter Rally. Central Hawke’s Bay 
Branch did themselves and the club proud 
with a well organised event based in 
Waipukurau. Rally HQ was the Pukeora 
Estate Vineyard on the South side of town 
which also provided accommodation for the 
majority of the entrants in what was once a 
sanitorium and home for the disabled. 

Ninety-six entrants came from as far 
afield as Northland and Gore and every-
where in between. No motorcycles, but all 
other classes except P80s were represented. 
Entrants had the choice of competitive 
or touring with the split between the two 
being almost 50/50. Saturday’s run started 
with a straight line section for those in 
the competitive class which then rejoined 
the touring route over new country 
for most. Small villages with plenty of 
historic interest such as Ongaonga and 
Ormondville were visited. All groups met 
together again at Norsewood for a guided 
walk around the village, which has a strong 
Nordic heritage. Then it was back to the 
start where most competitive entrants were 
caught out on the final check.

Saturday night’s function was a Ration 
Book Dinner put on by the local Cadet 
Corp. Most people got in the spirit of 
the evening, dressing in uniforms, or 

appropriate fashion of the time and we 
were entertained with music of the era, 
along with one of the WWII searchlights 
operating outside. The meal was hearty, 
but in keeping with the wartime ration 
theme.

On Sunday as we were given instruc-
tions for five different informal tours, the 
field was pretty well spread out over the 
entire district. Distances varied from 30 
to 80 miles, some did more than one. 
A local winery, homesteads, bush walks, 
Porangahou Beach and the longest place 
name in the world were some of the attrac-
tions spread over some great Vintage roads. 
The morning also saw a regularity event 
for the teams who were competing for the 
Maxwell Trophy. This was composed of a 
five mile circuit around and over Pukeora 
Hill which had to be completed while 
timekeeping at speeds based on percent-
ages of your earlier nominated cruising 
speed.

Sunday evening saw everyone gather for 
the final dinner and prize giving, where 
Central Hawke’s Bay members Bruce Poole 
received his 50 year badge while Gavin 
Harris was presented his 35 year badge by 
Diane Quarrie. The awards for the class 
winners were crafted by Bruce Poole from 
NZ Rewarewa which added a special touch.

Results
First Overall 
Robert & Glenys Braddock 1968 Jaguar 
Waikato
Veteran 
Howard & Marion Sims 1914 Ford T 
Wairarapa
Vintage (1st equal) 
Barry & Hilary Pettengell 1926 Chrysler 
Wellington
Stephen & Tracey Winterbottom 1928 Sunbeam 
Auckland
Post Vintage 
Bob & Debbie Ballantyne 1935 Auburn 
Auckland
Post War 
Tony & Julie Brierley 1957 Morris 
Waikato
Post 60 
Robert & Glenys Braddock 1968 Jaguar 
Waikato
Commercial 
Kevin & Gaye Heyward 1957 Austin  
Waikato
Todd Park Trophy (Entrants Choice) 
Kevin & Sandra Marsh 1939 Buick 
Hawkes Bay
Maxwell Trophy 
Wellington Branch (Barry and Hilary Pettengell, 
Warren and Jan Corkin, John and Jenny Jackson)

North Island  
Easter Rally

Cars at the start from the Waipukurau A & P showgrounds. Bruce 
McMichael from Wairarapa in his 1928 Hudson leaving and about to be 

followed away by Roger and Diane White in their 1928 De Soto Roadster

 
A report on the South Island Easter Rally will appear 
in our August issue.

Words Tracey Winterbottom    
Photos Sarndra Raybould, Bruce Hutton  qsm fpsnz         
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Vehicles assemble for a start from the A&P showgrounds.Bruce Poole sees Ray Betteridge from Wellington start in his 1928 Ford 
A coupe.

Phillip and Diane Janes, 1939 Vauxhall, Wellington.Howard Sims, 1914 Model T, Wairarapa.Doug Green, 1929 Graham Paige, Rotorua.

Bruce Jeffrey 1929 Austin.

Stephen and Tracey Winterburn in their 1928 Sunbeam 
19.9 from Auckland head away on the competitive 
section. First equal in the Vintage section.

The wounded soldier at the ration book dinner 
was Ian Chamberlain.

Bruce Pool, accompanied by his grand-daughter 
Mya, receives his 50 year award from management 
committee member, Diane Quarrie.
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Though Len was very quickly 
attended to after going off the 
track in his first time at Hampton 

Downs, it was inevitable that the police 
would shut down the event and a correct 
decision was made that no further racing 
would take place on the Saturday.

After consulting Len May’s good 
friend Peter Croft, the Speed Steward and 
Formula Junior team decided the Sunday 
programme should continue but with the 

Formula Juniors not participating out of 
respect to Len.

Sunday’s competition was preceded by a 
minute’s silence and it was found possible 
to alter the schedule to include some 
of the races that had been abandoned 
the day before. Unfortunately the good 
spectator numbers on the Saturday were 
not repeated due to public confusion as to 
whether the whole weekend’s racing had 
been cancelled.

Fatality at  
Roycroft Trophy 2014
Photos Neville Bailey

Len May’s death is a salutory reminder 
to all of us who use our classic and Vintage 
cars for more than just gentle touring on  
public roads that the risks are very real. 
In fact things might have been doubly 
bad had Ian Williams not survived rolling 
his Austin 7 during one of the Sunday 
Programme’s last races. Ian was badly hurt 
and helicoptered from Hampton Downs 
for medical help.

The Roycroft Trophy Meeting for 2015 is 
booked for 15/16 March.

The death of Len May racing in the Formula Juniors at Hampton Downs Motorsport Park cast a dark shadow over what is 

usually a showpiece event in the Waitemata Branch Calendar.
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Nick Langford and Brian Walker from 
Dunedin have collected a 1914 Cadillac 
project from the Bay of Plenty. The vehicle 
started its journey in Canada before going 
to the UK and then moving on to New 
Zealand where it’s been stored in a shed 
for 12 years. It’s still almost mechanically 
complete, however what’s left of the body 
is rather sad having been converted to a 
truck with a crane on the back. They have 
the original hood bows and headlights as 
well as a complete motor and running gear 
and are interested to hear from anyone 
else with a similar model. 

Garth Moore has sent me some inter-
esting snippets regarding Mr Wardell who 
was mentioned in the last issue in relation 
to the Star Stuart car. Garth’s father-in-
law, Fred Streeter, left school around 12 
to 13 years of age and went to work for 
Wardell’s Grocery shop in Christchurch 
(later became Wardell/Kincaids). He 
retired from the same store in 1971 after 50 
years of service and often spoke about the 
cars. Apparently when a car was replaced 
it was not sold but put into storage in a 
large shed somewhere in Salisbury Street. 
At the outbreak of WWII there was a 
varied collection of Veteran and Vintage 
cars and trucks in that shed. When Fred 
returned from service in 1945 he discov-
ered that a lot had been taken away for 
scrap for the war effort. Fred’s first car was 
a Clement Bayard then he moved on to 
a second Clement that was well outdated 
when he replaced it with a Model A Ford 
in the late ‘30s that did every day duty 
until sold in 1965.

Nicky Tripp from Snowden Station in 
the Rakaia Gorge has found an early photo 
among family papers. Further research has 
proved it to be of Charles Glidden from 
USA, his wife and mechanic who are 
reputed to be the first to circumnavigate 
the globe by car between 1903 and 1908. 
The car in the photograph is a Napier and 
the shot is taken on the most southerly 
road in the world – Bluff New Zealand, 
1905. In all they travelled 46,000 miles 
through 39 countries.

One of the most enjoyable Veteran 
events I have attended for some time was 
the Banks Peninsula Annual Veteran 
Rally, unfortunately only attended by 10 
cars. Those who weren’t there missed a 
magic drive through the Ellesmere area 
on a lovely day to finish at Kate and 
Richard Foster’s historic Terrace Station 
Homestead where we were privileged to 
go through the downstairs area of the 
house looking so good now that earth-
quake repairs have returned it to its 
previous grandeur. An inspection of the 
car collection in the Carriage House was 
enhanced by a demonstration firing up of 
the 1904 Humberette. Tony Airs was also 
there with part of his collection of 600 
plus items of memorabilia collected by his 
mother from the Christchurch Exhibition. 
He has gifted these to the Terrace Station 
Historic Trust to be permanently housed 
in the former secretary’s office. 

On the rally were Joseph and Fiona 
McClintock from Christchurch with their 
eye-catching 1914 Ford T Raceabout. Ford 
archives in Canada have confirmed that 
the running gear for this car was built 
in Walkerville, Canada in 1914 with a 
two seater roadster body knocked down 
for export and sold through the Colonial 
Motor Company of New Zealand. Joseph 
purchased the majority of the running 
gear from Horsley Downs in Hawarden. 
The car owners believe that the car had 
been on their farm since the early 1930s, 
probably left there by a shearer or a farm 
hand. While most of the running gear 
was on the farm it was spread all over the 
place. The chassis had the front member 
removed and a draw bar fitted to make 
a trailer. The current body is based on 
an aftermarket body available from Auto 

Sheet Metal Works, Chicago, Illinois in 
1914 and is fitted with many aftermarket 
parts available in the day. Joseph’s aim 
when restoring the car was to build it to 
use and have fun, including taking it on 
the Irishman Rally.

Thank you to Margaret Nell for the 
following story about the 1913 Wolseley 
tourer owned by W Harris.

This beautiful old English lady had a 
much needed outing to Barrhill by trailer 
for the 2014 National Wolseley Rally. Les 
Nell first met this car in the early ‘70s 
just after he set up his own engineering 
business. He was told this by his wife’s late 
uncle: “I‘ve got a Vintage car, I wondered 
if you would do some work on it. Come 
and have a look”. Les was introduced to 
“the car” packed in many boxes of small 
parts scattered around a chassis tucked 
away in a garage. Les was expected to put 
the collection in the boxes back together 
in the form of a car. It had been brought 
in 1956 from Culverden and pulled to bits. 
The serial number plate had been removed 
from the car between the time uncle 
viewed it and the time he picked it up. 
Les spent hours finding exactly where to 
put the parts of the jigsaw. After about 12 

Diane Ross 
38 Keenans Road 
RD 2, Ashburton 
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

Napier driven by Chas Glidden USA at Bluff in 1905 while circumnavigating the globe.

Wolseley
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I am always happy to receive historic 
or restoration articles and updates on 

Veteran vehicles as it is only by readers’ 
input that this column can continue.  

Email your Vetera stories to me at 
randross@kinect.co.nz 

months he had restored it to a point where 
he began to run out of parts and then an 
owner’s book was found and sourced from 
Australia. This would have been a great 
help with the boxes of bits right at the 
start. The manual answered the question 
of why there was a small air cylinder and 
air pipes in one box. It was the air start 
of course. These cars were very hard to 
turn over fast enough for the starting 
sequence and the air start made it possible 
to spin the motor faster for an easier fire 
up. The late Jack Newell built parts for 
restoration of the back hubs and differen-
tial. The body and finishing was done in 
Christchurch at Auto Restorations. The 
air start has not been restored and is not 
on the car at present. We borrowed the 
Veteran Wolseley to give contestants in 
the Wolseley National Rally a treat. This 
it certainly did as the car has been hidden 
away for so long that no one even knew 
of its existence. It is now tucked up again 
in its garage. Sitting in it and looking 
out made our family appreciate just how 
Mr Toad from Toad Hall was driven to 
distraction by the sight sound and feel 
of motoring a soft top Veteran car. The 
tension, the excitement, the parp! parp! 
We would be proud to be the owners and 
get it out much more often.

I have a report on the two Veteran 
motorcycles that were for sale at the 
Webb’s auction at Warbirds Museum 
in Wanaka recently. The 1902 Norton 
Motor Cycle went for $90,000, subject to 
acceptance, and a 1918 Harley-Davidson 
and sidecar $25,500.

50 YEAR AWARDS 

Bruce Poole
Bruce joined the Manawatu Branch of the Vintage Car Club in November 1963 at age 

18 with the purchase of his father’s 1930 Ford Model A sedan. Soon after he purchased, 
and over a period of three years restored, his 1930 Chrysler 77 roadster. He still owns 
and motors this regularly today. The first major trip for the car was to Australia for 
an International Rally in 1970. Other cars he had an interest in during his early years 
included a 1948 De Soto sedan, a 1948 Chrysler Windsor and a 1954 Cadillac Fleetwood 
limousine. 

In 1975 he, and his late wife Donna, moved to Waipukurau where he continued his 
interest in Vintage motoring taking part in numerous rallies, and also assisting in organ-
ising rallies including six Hawke’s Bay Branch Safaris. He has also marshalled on several 
occasions for other events.

International rallies he has attended include the 1965 International Haast Rally 
driving his 1930 Ford A. He was one of the youngest entrants driving a vehicle that was 
regarded in those days as an every-day car. He also attended the 1980 International rally 
in Rotorua and was route controller for the Norsewood run on the 1992 Pan Pacific held 
in Palmerston North.

In more recent times he has been instrumental in the forming of the club’s newest 
branch in Central Hawke’s Bay and he presently holds the office of Club Captain. He was 
also the route co-ordinator for the 2014 National North Island Easter Rally. 

Bruce is a member who has contributed to the running of the Club and several 
branches for the full 50 years of his membership and still continues to do so.

Ses England 
In 1964 Ses, with 

wife Beverley, purchased 
a 1922 Dodge and joined 
the Canterbury Branch. 
He had previously been 
active as a navigator for 
his cousin, Club Captain 
Norm King.

Ses’ early interest in 
cars started at age 12 
when he found a 1900 
Benz in a shed and had 
permission to drive it. 
Two years later, while 
working on a fruit farm 
in Heathcote, he took 
charge of the 1909 Renault around the paddocks.

In 1965 Ses helped with the start of the Haast Rally in Christchurch. He was a 
committee member in the late 1960s and then treasurer. 1970 saw a 1914 Rover arrive in 
the shed followed by a Fiat 501S. 

With others he plotted the West Coast area routes for the 1972 International Rally.
While on the committee he was part of the group to plan for new clubrooms and 

produced several proposals. One was accepted and he tendered and built the clubrooms.
Ses held office as registrar of the VCC of New Zealand from 1976 to 1981. 
A Sunbeam 20.9 joined the stable about then, followed by a move to the Marlborough 

Branch for four years then on to the Nelson Branch where he held office for 10 years, 
including Chairman.

Ses has rallied in Australia and attended the Veteran London to Brighton run. Over 
the years the run that gave him the most pleasure was up to Mt Cook in Veteran vehicles. 
He has attended most swapmeets during this time and still enjoys the Canterbury 
swapmeet each October.
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The Diesel Discussion – Part 2
In my column in issue 325, Dec 2013/Jan 2014, I got all excited 

about the complex and frustrating tasks and prices associated 
with the process of keeping your diesel vehicle alive and well. You 
might want to dig the article out and refresh your memory because 
there’s more to come.

To my considerable surprise the article came into the hands 
of the Ministry of Transport (MoT) and even more surprising 
somebody read it and sent a reply. Things got under way when 
an astute reader of Beaded Wheels, while in the process of corre-
sponding with NZ Transport Authority, sent them a copy of my 
article; Transit in turn sent it to the MoT and it found its way to 
the desk of a chap by the name of Matthew Skinner, an Adviser 
to the MoT who concocted the reply that has found its way back 
to me. The reply is a wee bit complex and I have had to sit and 
think about it for a bit; and having done so figured I should share 
the relevant parts of the letter together with my further comment 
with you.

First up I suggest again you dig out my original article and 
refresh your memory then have a read of the extracts that I am 
going to present below. There are two extracts and I’ll offer some 
thoughts on each.

Extract 1

“The article raises two important questions….

1. Why does it cost more to relicense a diesel vehicle than 
the equivalent petrol vehicle?

The article is correct in terms of the different charges. An annual 
vehicle license for a petrol passenger car costs $280.55 per 
year, while one for a diesel costs $421.94 per year. The article 
is correct that the difference is caused solely by a higher ACC 
levy for diesel vehicles. However the reason for the difference is 
not due to a higher risk rating of diesel vehicles, or because of 
the way the levy has historically been calculated as the article 
suggests.

The reason for the higher ACC levies on the annual licensing 
fee for diesel vehicles is because there is a 9.9 cents per litre 
ACC levy on the price of petrol, while there is no similar levy on 
diesel (or on Road User Charges). A petrol car with the average 
fuel efficiency of 10.1 litres per 100 kms, travelling 12,000kms 
per year, is subject to $120 per year through the ACC levy on 
petrol, and $198.65 per year through the ACC levy component 
of the annual licensing fee. This is roughly equivalent to the 
$321.59 paid by a diesel vehicle owner for the ACC component 
of the annual licensing fee.”

So what is all this telling us? Let’s have a look. If you take 
a look at the information on one of the Motor Vehicle license 
renewal forms that you get you’ll see the details of the renewal 
cost broken down on the form. There’s a licence fee, about $43.50, 
then the ACC Levy, $198.65 (for cars). That’s the figure quoted 

in the extract above. Then there are a couple of lesser charges to 
make up the car total of $280.55. 

Now read the rest of the above extract and you’ll see that Mr 
Skinner has added in that the average petrol car will cover some 
12,000kms per year and in the process pay a total sum of $120 per 
year to the ACC as a petrol tax of 9.9 cents per litre.

OK so now we know that driving a petrol car we are paying a 
tax to ACC of 9.9 cents per litre. So if you drive only 2,400kms 
during the year the petrol tax you have paid will only be $24 
(rounded up). And, of course, if you are driving a very economical 
car and are nice and light footed etc. you will use less petrol and 
therefore trim your ACC petrol tax cost lower than Mr Skinner’s 
average. My point here is that with your petrol car you are only 
paying a petrol tax to ACC for what you actually stick in the tank 
of your car and the average consumption is determined by you and 
the thirst of your car.

Mr Skinner is quoting this petrol tax cost made up of averages 
and conveniently totalling $120 which when added to the car 
ACC levy of $198.65 is conveniently close to the ACC levy for 
a diesel car of $321.59. But that’s not really a fair way to make 
the argument is it, because for the petrol driver the matter of the 
$120 ( 9.9 cents per litre petrol tax) is totally in the drivers hands. 
Relicense your petrol car at a cost of $280.55 and drive nowhere, 
that will be the cost. Consume no petrol, pay no tax. But have 
a diesel and relicense it and the cost will include the ACC levy 
for the car plus the full $122.94, which is the difference between 
petrol and diesel relicensing and put forward by Mr Skinner as 
about the equivalent of the figure of $120 that he has put forward 
as the average petrol tax paid, and that according to his figures 
is about the amount of tax the average diesel consumer should 
be paying to ACC. Because diesel is not taxed at the pump the 
diesel driver is being stung for a full year’s consumption, average 
12,000kms, based upon some rather dubious averages applied to 
petrol vehicle drivers. Consume no diesel, pay $122.94!

Put simply I reckon this convenient averages explanation of the 
costs, advanced by Mr Skinner, doesn’t stack up.

Some finite figures
Total for  

12 months
ACC levy 

component as 
part of the total

Difference

Relicense a private 
passenger petrol car. 

$280.55 $198.65 $141.39

Relicense a private 
passenger diesel car.  
Total for 12 months.

$421.94 $321.59 $122.94

It doesn’t look fair to me!

There is one other consideration too. Your diesel car will 
consume considerably less diesel than the petrol equivalent; 
ie diesel is noticeably more economical. So if you were to do a 
fuel tax to ACC sum, 9.9 cents per litre and an average diesel 
consumption per 100kms, you should arrive at a noticeably 
different amount of tax to pay simply because your car will drink a 
damn site less, say 8 litres per 100kms. That’s $96 for 12,000 kms, 
and not the $120 or even the $122.94 shown above.

And one final thing: Have you noticed the odd figures quoted 
by Mr Skinner, which I presume we are meant to accept as 
authoritative. He says, in support of his argument, that the ACC 
taxes petrol at 9.9 cents per litre and that the average car travels 
about 12,000kms per year at an average petrol consumption of 
10.1 litres per 100kms. Working through those averages conveni-

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels  and other things
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ently brings us to a petrol tax figure of (rounded up) $120. Now 
what happens if you make the ACC tax 10 cents per litre and the 
average consumption 10 litres per 100kms. Hey presto we arrive at 
$120 tax for 12,000kms. Conclusion? 9.9 cents might be right but 
clearly it’s publicised as 9.9 because that looks better than 10; and 
secondly the consumption average of 10.1 is absolutely irrelevant 
because the variation across the range of cars is enormous and at 
the end of the day the tax you pay to ACC on your petrol will be 
determined by the make and model of car, by the distance driven 
and by the manner in which the driver drives the car.

I think Mr Skinner’s argument is, shall we say, unconvincing. 
The wool is being pulled over our eyes; or perhaps it’s that the 
dollars are being pulled from the wallets of diesel car owners.

Extract 2

2. Why are diesel vehicles subject to road user charges 
rather than a simple fuel excise duty?

“The answer to this is similar to the reason for there being no 
ACC levy on diesel at the pump. Approximately 36% of diesel 
is used off road in farm machinery, boats and other commercial 
equipment. If there was a tax on diesel, these users would need 
to be entitled to refunds of the excise duty paid, which would 
be expensive to administer and the compliance costs would fall 
on the off-road users of diesel. On the other hand, over 90% 
of petrol is used in vehicles on the road. The Road User Charge 
system is an effective way of charging, both on vehicle weight 
and distance travelled. Rates are set so that the user of a light 
diesel vehicle pays a similar amount of road user charges as they 
would pay in petrol excise duty if they owned a petrol vehicle.

In fact the current rates mean that the average diesel vehicle 
will pay slightly less than the average petrol vehicle. The 
average petrol vehicle uses about 101 litres of petrol travelling 
1,000 kms, and at the current petrol excise duty (tax) rate 
of 61.55 cents per litre including GST, this translates to $62 
per 1,000kms. The equivalent road user charges for a light 
diesel vehicle weighing 3.5 tonnes or less is $53 per 1,000kms 
including GST.”

First of all thinking about the above from Mr Skinner I am not 
sure I can see why there has to be some special consideration given 
to the users of diesel, which is the cost of administering refund 
claims referred to above. I presume that the users of petrol for the 
same kinds of vehicles, eg boats, farm machinery etc. are entitled 
to claim refunds on the tax paid and I presume too they have to 
undertake the administration that would, it seems, be so difficult 
for the diesel user to carry out. 

My original purpose in raising the matter of road user charges 
was to ask the question why we should continue with this 
somewhat archaic system of counting the kilometres driven. Why 
do we have to carry on with buying a silly windscreen sticker that 
says we can drive 2,000 or 5,000 or whatever number of kms before 
we have to buy another silly sticker. Really?

And I said I thought that we should do away with this sticker 
system and add the fuel tax to the pump price as for petrol: I 
still think that. But I have had some advice about those heavy 
truck hubodometer things; they’re those meters fitted to the hubs 
of heavy commercial trucks and trailers and, I think, measure 
distance covered, and I am told that if diesel was taxed at the 
pump the whole business of tax refunds for off road travel would 
become difficult and the more so for heavy vehicles, Fonterra is a 
prime example, that travel significant distances  on private roads 

and would have to claim refunds on those distances. Similarly 
there could be a problem for diesel fuelled boats having to claim 
their refunds for off-road use. There are lots of petrol powered 
boats and they seem to manage so what’s the problem here. To 
be provocative maybe we should leave the tax on boat fuel and 
make the money available to the providers of marine services, eg 
harbours and jetties, safety and rescue services etc.

I don’t have an answer / solution with regard to the hubodom-
eters but I am not at all persuaded that we have to continue 
with the existing system of “charging on both vehicle weight and 
distance travelled”. The question comes to my mind ‘am I paying 
for weight on my lightweight diesel utility or am I just paying 
a diesel tax when I buy another road user label? And I don’t 
think that the apparent need for the heavy vehicle hubodometer, 
whatever it does that the trucks instrumentation can’t do, makes 
the case for the continuance of the  road user charge complexity.

Anyway if you own a diesel car for your everyday travel at least 
you don’t have to have a silly hub odometer thing, but you do have 
to keep renewing the road user charges sticker and I think that 
piece of antiquity is totally past its use by date. Our electronic age 
allows all manner of magic to be performed and I have no doubt 
that the system can be updated so that diesel private vehicles can 
be treated in exactly the same way as cars and that the relicensing 
process can be updated to proceed in exactly the same way. The 
existing diesel vehicle relicensing and taxing system was designed 
for the heavy commercial truck brigade but I reckon it’s time it was 
redesigned for the 21st century and to accommodate the growing 
brigades of diesel private vehicle users.

It’s all very well to set out a load of complicated slightly dodgy 
looking statistics to justify the operation of the existing system but 
in my view it would be nicer to see some forward thinking going 
on. Nothing I have read in the correspondence from Mr Skinner 
has convinced me that the owners of diesel cars are being treated 
fairly.

 
BW
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I’d suggested to Alon Mayhew 

that as a pre-run to his 2013 Club 

Captain’s tour he join the Nevis run 

as back-up with his Landcruiser. Alon 

doubted we’d need back-up given the 

company we were in…

Knowing Alon had been through 
the Nevis three times in his Model 
T, it didn’t take much encourage-

ment to give it a go in the Overland. The 
Nevis is a long high alpine valley between 
Bannockburn and Garston. It’s single lane, 
gravel and laced with stream crossings, but 
okay for high clearance vehicles.

With warm blanket, thermos and tow 
strop, along with Mr Socks the dog, I 
joined the other intrepid crews. In near 
zero visibility the Overland had no 
problems with the steep climb while the 
corrugated descent tested my braking. All 
was well till we came to a creek with a 
challenging line; difficult egress to left, 
or murky water and easy egress to right. 
Idling through to the right the wheels 
unexpectedly dipped and the motor 
stopped with a thud.

With the Overland pulled from the 
creek I removed the glow plugs and flicked 
the starter. Water appeared from number 
three cylinder, but after that, nothing; 
seized solid. With Rob Ross gamely towing 
me as far as he could John Chynoweth 
and Sharon Chambers pressed on ahead 
to get cellphone coverage and summon 

my son Daniel and the Landcruiser. Two 
kilometres short of the top gate the depth 
of the fords and roughness of the road 
meant towing further was impossible. Mr 
Socks and I would have to wait. I filled 
in time by back-tracking on foot to locate 
a missing shoe which was duly spotted, 
complete with sock, bobbing in the flow of 
the second to last ford. It had come adrift 
while I’d been helping the towed Overland 
through the water.

The rain set in. I set up a chair in the 
lee of the overhanging hood. Rob and 
Dianne had left me some matches but the 
only burnable thing was the car. I wrung 
out my socks, stripped off my soaked 
jeans, wrapped myself in the blanket 
and shoved my feet in a plastic bag. Out 
with the thermos; warm as toast, to await 
the comforting sound of an approaching 
Landcruiser.

We hitched the tow strop up and the 
Landcruiser shone, having clearance and 
low gearing. We soon reached the gate 
where the trailer was, loaded the Overland 
and embarked on a very quiet trip down 
the long descent to the main highway.

Back in the garage the motor was 
stripped to reveal an artistically bent 
number one connecting rod but no other 
obvious damage. The moral of the story is 
that when told a Model T has no trouble 
with the Nevis, keep in mind how light is 
the Model T, how high its ground 
clearance and how flexible its suspension 
is. And maybe take a Landcruiser just in 
case.

 
BW

Navigating the Nevis
Words and photos Graham Taylor, abridged Bill Cockram

Cars at the Nevis ‘Village’

C’mon Alon let’s get going!

Bugger!

At the Bannockburn end of the Nevis Valley road.
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PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

trade directory

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, reV CoUnters, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit AnY instrUMent to AnY  

trAnsMission etC. fULL serViCinG & repAirs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 barbadoes St, christchurch, NZ. phone / Fax 03 366 9554

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92 

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146  
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171  

First published in 1973.  
Most back issues are available. All 

vehicles featured are restored or in original 
condition. Events, How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

restored cars  
magaZine  

austraLia

Ideal for 
• Classic race teams, 
• Spectators  

& Officials

ClassiC look 
overalls

ClassiC look 
overalls

Roycroft Trophy 
Leadfoot Festival

Classic or Vintage events

Proudly made in New Zealand
Tel: 09 401 7205

E: grant@northernsouth.com
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2 x SOLid RubbER TyRES 710/90  $100 pr. 
blackstone 6½ HP O/C stationary motor on genuine 
English trolley. Hornsby 4 hp O/C stationary motor 
on genuine trolley. Phone 06 345 8897 or mobile 
027 245 7770  mem

Beaded Wheels magaZiNES  for sale 22 
various old format mags from no 95. august 1975 
to no 133, January 1982. Then complete 25 years 
new style mags from no 176 Feb 1989 to no 326 
march 2014. Highest offer phone 06 367 0048.

buiCk PaRTS 1917 TOuRER bOdy PaNELS.  Model 
49 seven passenger. Crankcase, crank, cam. Phone 
Russ 021 024 57984.   mem

daimLER SOVEREigN 4.2 LWb.  1975 110,000 
miles. blue with red leather in excellent all round 
condition. This car has been very well maintained 
and has recently been fitted with four new 
tyres. $1,000 or nearest offer. Please contact, 
susanworthington@clear.net.nz

diSmaNTLiNg VaNguaRd  phase 3 ute and car 
largely complete. Firestone town and country tyres 
as new tread x 2 640 x 15. Triumph Herald 13/60 
motor running condition less backing plate and 
flywheel $200. Rebuilt Herald rear spring reset, 
new eye bushes and leaf pads $50. Chev blue 
flame carburettor, good condition $60. New 11 
inch clutch plate 11⁄8 10 spline $50. also wanted 
a Rostyle road wheel for HC Viva or Chevette, 
tachometer electronic six cylinder must read to at 
least 6500 rpm preferably Smiths or Jaegar. Phone 
don 03 541 9391.  mem

Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines, fans, driveshafts etc. Work is carried 
out on a modern digital machine. m S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact designs 
N Wood John martin, 11 bell avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

gOt viBRatiOn pROBlems?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

HUBcaps – any problems contact me 
i now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. i can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone dave Patten Replica 
manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New york Street, martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

1922 FORd mOdEL TT TRuCk.  Recent engine work, 
general refurbishment including repainting. New 
wof and reg. a very driveable Vintage vehicle 
$14,000 ono. Enquiries to John kirkland 07 348 
3844, Rotorua.  mem

1929 CHEV Six TOuRER.  Sold new in geraldine. 
Owned by the Cain Family at Peel Forest for many 
years. Completely rewooded body, new hood, 
rebuilt original motor. goes well. Reluctant sale 
$30,000. Phone Howard Porteous 07 888 7596

1929 dOdgE da PaRTS FOR SaLE.  Chassis, wheels, 
split rims, diff, gearbox, instruments, shocks, 
springs, Lots of mechanical parts or sell as one lot, 
would make a rolling chassis. gerry phone 09 437 
2101 or email glward@xtra.co.nz  mem

1930 PLymOuTH u 4 CyLiNdER RECON mOTOR , 
new clutch. Resleeved wheel cylinder and master 
cyl. brake shoes relined and new brake hose. 
Woodwork repaired, new battery, new windscreen 
and rubbers (to be fitted after rust repairs). Small 
amount of rust but easy to repair. 19” wooden 
wheels with good tyres. been a local car from 1932. 
asking $10,000 ono. Phone Hugh 06 306 9847.  mem

1935 4 dOOR mORRiS EigHT SEdaN.  90% 
complete needing rust repairs and inside work. 
Looking for $1,000. Phone Hugh 06 306 9847.  mem

1937 auSTiN SEVEN Ruby  excellent condition, reg 
on hold. New battery. Offers. Phone 06 354 5960.  
mem

1956 NaSH mETROPOLiTaN.  Complete, registration 
on hold, rust in usual places, engine turns over, 
brakes seized, inspection advised. $4,000 ono. Sale 
due to health. Phone Trevor 06 357 4311.  mem

CLASSIFIED RATES 
due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. all classified 
rates include gST. The 65 word limit includes 
contact details. advertisers requiring ads longer 
than the standard 65 words, or who require 
typography or space, must apply display rates. The 
advertising department reserves the right to edit or 
return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo classified advertising. 
members must be financial and identify their 
branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SaE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

EMAIL ADDRESS FoR ADVERTISINg  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

ENCLoSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: advertising, P O box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues 
 (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
all display rates quoted exclude gST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 3%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (inc.)

in accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission act 1977 
beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which indicates or could 
reasonably be understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. advertisers should take all 
care in drafting advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as beaded 
Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (inc.).

marketplace

caRBURettOR RecOnDitiOning — including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or (Levin) 06 368 2202

DistRiBUtOR & fUel pUmp 
paRts anD seRvice

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new, 

NOS, remanufactured and used. 
vacuum advancers restored. 

electronic ignition kits to eliminate points.  
Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince dr, manurewa, auckland, 2576. 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com

pHOne peteR 09 267 4700 

buSiNESS FOR SaLE  gearbox conversion specialist. 
design, manufacture and marketing of gearbox 
conversions. Overseas sales. business started 1990. 
Owner wishes to retire. See www.conversioncomp.
co.nz   Phone 07 856 0448.  mem

dunlop Vintage two stud beaded edge 26x3 
motorcycle tyre. brand new unused recent import. 
Sale due to change of plans. Well below cost at 
$600. Phone 07 576 9400 or email adrosalian@
ihug.co.nz 
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i wish to advertise in Beaded wheels. Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

name (block letters)  _____________________________ phone  ________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to advertise for FREE.  VccnZ membership number is ______ ⁄___________________

Advertisement text (45 words) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 3%

free advertising*

conditions of free adVertising
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial 

member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. members 
must state their membership number when submitting the 
advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email 

(preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be returned if a 

stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg format, send a high 
resolution file to achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are 
required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the 
maximum space available is 65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves 
the right to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served 
basis. While every attempt will be made to include your 
advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited 
space may mean some advertisements will be held over until the 
following magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ 
website.

$56* Up to 45 words including phone 
number. Supply a colour photo of 

your vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo, 
digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Text & colour photo
Up to 45 words 
including phone 
number, no photo. 

$21*
Text only advertisement

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

 WANTED  FOR SALE

non-VccnZ members Payment by  Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted) 

Card Expiry Date: ____/____/ ____ Card Number    
Name on Card:   _______________________________________________  Cardholder Signature:   __________________________________________________________

Tick which column you require

 
 Text only advertisement. Up to 45 words including 
phone number, no photo. Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word. 

Text and colour photo advertisement. Up to 
45 words including phone number. Supply a colour photo of your vehicle. 
Include SAE for return of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels magazine is free *for all current financial members of the Vintage car club of New 
Zealand inc buying or selling club eligible vehicles or parts. Our standard advertising charges apply for all non-members or 
members wishing to advertise commercial services. 
Email your advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz or complete the form below and post to Marketplace, Beaded Wheels, PO 
Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for our October Issue 10 Sept 2013.

RestOReD 1930 fORD mODel a spORt cOUpe. 
 Estate of the late Ray ivin. $30,000 phone Richard 
morse 021 191 4764.  mem

WooDEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   mem.

maRK i tRiUmpH 2000, 1968   with overdrive. This 
black car has a very sound body and is mechanically 
ok. it is a good cruising car which performs well. 
many spares included. $1,850 ono. Phone Hec 
browett 03 487 6726.  mem

fORD 1930 mODel a ROaDsteR   Very tidy 
with 5 good tyres. Rebuilt body and mechanically 
with little use since. Very good side curtains and 
runs and performs very well. in dunedin. $32,500 
ono. Phone Hec browett 03 487 6726.  mem

1926 fORD mODel t RaceaBOUt.  includes 
Warford transmission plus a spare, Ruckstell rear 
axle and downdraft carburettor. Estate of the late 
Ray ivin. $16,000 phone Richard morse 021 191 
4764  mem

1938 cHev masteR 85 seDan,  project car. Sound 
body shell,  doors shut nicely, windows all wind up. 
good front end panels, needs lower door skins, boot 
floor and repairs to front passenger floor, motor 
not running, no reg. Contact for details and photos 
$3,600. Phone bill Weir 03 688 6750  mem

 Beaded Wheels 45



FORd mOdEL T  and model a radiator surrounds 
in good condition, $375 each plus shipping and 
handling. Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Road, Papatoetoe, 
auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.  mem

HEPOLiTE CyLiNdER LiNERS  x 6 for sale, nos 
03.5625 id 3.3750 length 9¼ inch $250 plus 
postage. Collection of operators/maintenance 
manual for Lister, Petter, gardner engineers 
1940s-70s offers. magnetos, Split dorf aero 4 cyld. 
bosch Tp 32 low tension trip, mL trip bosch du 4’s 
zR4, Zu4 Thompson bennett, ad2 2 x wico s/cyl 2 x 
EiCs/cyl. Phone Les 03 488 3776.  mem

UPHoLSTERY 
Veteran – Vintage – Classic 

 Hoods, side curtains, complete re-trims etc. 
Spring and foam units repaired or rebuilt. 40 
years experience, reasonable rates. VCCNZ 
member. bryan O’brien auto Trim. unit 3. 8 
Cadbury Road, Napier.   

 pHOne 06 842 2252  
 Fax 06 842 2254 • Mobile 027 495 7676 

Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

valves exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. available in blank form or machined 
to size required. george Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

penRite Oils  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to modern engines. gearbox, diff,  
S.u dashpot and water pump grease.  
m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISToNS PISToNS PISToNS  PISToNS 
FOR VETERaN, ViNTagE, 

CLaSSiC & OddbaLL ENgiNES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. all piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

penRite engine cOOl ant   
a colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for use 
in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and Classic Car 
cooling systems. m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph 
Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 
7462, Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

vintage engine sHORtBlOcKs   
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

pRO-ma mBl8  concentrated oil additive for 
petrol and diesel. engines, manual transmissions, 
differentials (not limited slip). designed to 
increase horsepower, fuel economy, restore 
compression, reduce emissions, oil consumption, 
engine and gear wear. PT5 Plus Petrol Treatment, 
for upper cylinder lubrication, octane enhancer, 
controls water, helps clean fuel systems. dT5 Plus 
diesel Treatment, controls water, sludge, bacteria 
and fungi. Les Pearson independent Pro-ma 
distributor. http://www.promaperformance.
co.nz/lespearson 

DRivesHafts DRivesHafts DRivesHafts 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

vintage tRUnKs  made to order or stock sizes. 
dust proof and waterproof. Phone allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   mem.

mORRiS EigHT SERiES 1  and Series 2. Front and 
rear bumpers. $375 pair plus shipping and handling. 
Ronald Lever 87 Tui Road, Papatoetoe auckland 
2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.  mem

NOTEk dRiViNg LamPS guidE FOg LamP  and 
Raydot lamps. also a desmo driving lamp. Phone 
dean Rae 03 693 9016.  mem

OLd CaR magaZiNES 430,  includes a few 
motorcycle magazines. $100. Phone 07 847 2066.

SmaLL gRaySON mETaL LaTHE.  3 Jaw and 4 jaw 
chucks, face plate, drill chuck. $500. Phone Hugh 
06 306 9847.  mem

TyRES - duNLOP. CROSS PLy.  650/700x19. 6 ply. 
Three new and two used (90% tread) $275 each. 
Ph John 03 324 3397   mem

VauxHaLL aSx 14/6 1932/33 PROJECT.  98% 
complete. Spares include complete front axle, 
complete rear axle, 2 x springs, 2 x gearboxes, 
steering box, doors. Early history only. No reg, 
some rust, car in New Plymouth. $1,100. Phone Ces 
06 758 7685.  mem

ViNTagE dOdgE/dESOTO 1930  8 cylinder parts 
available from recent restoration. Email for list of 
spares to moneysworth@clear.net.nz  mem

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE RoD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

CoLLECTIoN RARE VETERAN 
RESToRATIoN PRojECTS

 H.d.LaTHam dECEaSEd ESTaTE

 L”Etoile 1 x 6 hp 1903 L’Etoile / Napolean / 
Canterbury, 1 x 8 hp 1903 L’Etoile / Napolean / 
Canterbury. both projects are about one third way 
through restoration and were both being worked 
on simultaneously as both were incomplete, 
however parts that were missing on one were 
available on the other to use as patterns, and vice 
versa. majority of work complete on both chassis. 
includes  one each complete tubular chassis, rear 
axle (Lacoste et battman), front axle, gearbox 
(brass Etoile), steering box/column, springs, plus 
– 1 x complete spare Etoile gearbox. 1 x Recast 
gearbox housing. approx – 10 x single cylinder de 
dion engines. 1 x Twin Cylinder Engine (aster ?).  
1 x Radiator plus parts of another. Some body 
parts including mudguards, dashboard, bonnet, 
etc. Period brass Lights, collection of photos, 
specs, and other useful info for restoration. 
Photo’s available – Located invercargill, NZ. 
Sensible offers wanted. also available 1907/08 
model g Cadillac, 1912 Calthorpe 12/15 hp (both 
restoration Projects). 

 Contact david R Latham  
chopperdave@xtra.co.nz or  
home phone 03 213 1200 evenings,  
Cell phone  0276 066 070    
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1958 tR3a  New Zealand new. Full ground up body 
and mechanical restoration completed 2009. Only 
done about 4,000 miles since. Has current warrant 
and registration. it would be hard to find a better 
example of this classic English sportscar. $43,500. 
Phone 03 338 0666 pmjeeves@gmail.com    mem

1930 mODel a fORD stanDaRD  phaeton (tourer) 
type 35b. Exc condition, owned by Nick and ann 
Scott of Snells beach Warkworth since 1979. Stamp 
on the starter, drive all day. Has a wicker trunk for the 
folding luggage rack. Every part you need is available 
from suppliers in NZ. asking $35,000. Phone 09 425 
5552 For photos email wordsj@clear.net.nz  mem

vintage & classic QUaRtZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & ba 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ agent. Phone 03 389 0643 model 
boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

HOnDa vfR 750 1987.  Excellent condition. Only 
87,000 km. Tyres, chain and sprockets all in as 
new condition. New gelcell battery fitted. New 
registration and WOF when sold. asking $2,345 full 
price. Phone 03 578 6133 any time.  mem

veteRan De DiOn BOUtOn  4 cylinder engine 
Offered by tender, closes 15 august 2014. believed 
to be: 66mm bore & 120mm stroke, manufactured 
1910/11. Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. For information and tender documents 
contact: Parts Committee, Southland branch VCCNZ, 
c/o 33 kakapo St, invercargill 9810. Ph 03 215 9302

1925 JeWett 23/25  great Vintage touring car, 
reliable and runs well. 4 litre, 6 cylinder 55hp and 
hydraulic brakes. Side screens, original front and 
rear bumpers included. approx. 40,000 vehicles 
were sold. The car was marketed as a Jewett Six a 
companion to the Paige. $28,000 Call Jonty on 027 
786 3333 or email alexandjonty@xtra.co.nz  mem

fORD mODel a 1930 tOWn seDan  mechanicals 
and body restored. Needs upholstery and some 
finishing. $12,000 Phone 03 685 8664 or 027 459 
5292 (Sth Cant).  mem

1952 mORRis minOR  Tidy original condition, runs 
well with original paint work. Current warrant and 
reg. $5,000 ono. Phone barry 03 688 9872.  mem

mODel t ROaDsteR picKUp 1926.  all complete 
and running, dark green. goes very well. Phone 021 
0271 0610.  mem

aUstin a 40 faRina mK 2,  1963 1098cc, all 
original. Two owners, 78,000 miles including 
original tools, colour stone. Phone 021 027 10610. 
 mem

fORD falcOn seDan 1987  30,000km, sky blue, 
4 door, sedan, 6 cylinder, two owners. This vehicle 
has an aa inspection report, radio cassette, abS 
brakes, power steering, towbar. Reasonable 
offers. Phone Paul 06 367 2525, evenings only.

1928 cHRysleR ROaDsteR 75  $84,000. Phone 
09 836 4795, 027 497 3311, email khawke@
vodafone.co.nz  mem
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Vintage Car Club

numberplate 
frames
available now from your local branch

Help spread the word – let other 
motorists know what we are all about.

For more details contact your local 
branch or John Chynoweth  
chynoweth@xtra.co.nz 
Ph 03 439 5474, 027 457 3332

lanDROveR seRies 1. 1953  80” wheelbase with 
series 2 running gear. goes but needs chassis repair. 
$1200 ono. Other 80” wheelbase body parts for sale.  
also 1954/5 series 1 86”/107” steering box. $100 
ono. Phone 07 823 5712 Waikato or apushrod@
nznet.co.nz  mem 

1935 DODge DU  Stripped & restored five years 
ago, no shortcuts taken. Current WOF & reg. Has 
ViC. a Christchurch vehicle most of its life, Runs 
well, all genuine. $26,500. Phone ivan 06 344 
4454  mem

1928 ReO WOlveRine  restored 1990, wooden 
boat tail body. great driving car, taken many Pan 
Pacifics inc South island and Napier art deco 
many times. Cruises well, overdrive fitted. Two 
spare engines, numerous other parts. Offers over 
$35,000. Phone malcolm 0274 957 943 anytime. 

1930 16.9 sUnBeam salOOn  1929 Paris salon 
show car. basically original, motor modified to 18.2 
specs, high ratio diff, blue/black paint, blue leather 
upholstery. Wire wheels, large trunk, Su carbs, 
brakes need sorting, reg on hold, spare engine, diff, 
gearbox parts, radiator. $45,000 ono as is. alan 
Roberts 03 313 4896 (afternoon or evenings only)  mem

1954 Hillman minx  a very restorable straight 
car. Needs rust repairs, the interior done and painted. 
all the mechanicals are good. Has been sandblasted 
and undercoated where needed, engine bay ready 
for paint, all parts there.  $1100 ono. Phone ivan  
06 344 4454.  mem

1952 R-type Bentley.  Silver 4.5ltr SSS, RHd. Exc 
cond. Orig owned by Oscar winner Ronald Coleman 
to attend QEii coronation. Early life in California, 
arrived NZ 1991. Recon motor 1990. High ratio crown 
wheel & pinion 2008. $39,000 ono. Phone brian 021 
443 442, bmidge.2172125@xtra.co.nz.               mem

mg a tempORaRy  mg model a roadster 1622cc 
bmC 4 cylinder b Series engine, 4 speed manual 
box, tan leather upholstery, wire wheels, stainless 
luggage rack. 33,000 miles. ground up restoration 
may 2000. Chosen by mg Car Club to represent its 
type at Ellerslie intermarque Concours  2005. $48,400 
neg. alistair Rolls 0274 444 231, sirstir2u@xtra.co.nz

1927 cHevROlet capitOl  Registered & WOF. 
New battery. Total Rebuild 40 years ago. Excellent 
condition. Present owner 53 years. more photos on 
Trade me. Phone Jim 09 420 8302  mem

mODel a fORD aiR cleaneRs.  1 x mk. i model 
@ $98. 1 x mk. ii model @ $115. a must to keep 
the dust from wearing the bores in a model a Ford 
motor. both items plus postage. Phone Jack 03 352 
6672 or 0274 322 041 Christchurch    mem

classic caR steeRing WHeel cOveR.  Quality 
reproduction 1940s/’60s style vinyl covers with 
foam backing. made to measure with a choice of 
colours, includes stitching cord a bodkin and fitting 
instructions. diameter of your steering wheel and rim 
required. $56 each including freight. Phone Roger 
Honey 06 868 4846 or 027 478 0872.  mem
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1976 450 sl meRceDes cOnveRtiBle  with soft 
and hard top. 105,000 miles on clock. Excellent 
condition. Runs extremely well. Phone gary 06 304 
7108.  mem

1957 eip vaUxHall cResta  Completely restored. 
immaculate. Original colours. also numerous new 
and old parts. Negotiable separately. Offers over 
$26,000 car only. Phone 07 862 7706.  mem

1925 stUDeBaKeR special six DUplex 
pHaetOn  ex mangonui. Partly restored. motor 
professionally rebuilt, new sills, tyres / tubes, diff, 
springs, steel and timber chassis restored. Spares, 
service/parts manuals, at Rotorua. Refer Trademe 
for photos. $9,500 ono. Phone don 07 345 9222 
dstotter@slingshot.co.nz

matcHless 1953 g9 500   twin runs well, needs 
tidy up and good home. Reg on hold, 97% complete. 
$6,000 or may trade ‘82 bonnie Electro in tidy 
condition, doesn’t have to be running. Phone/txt 021 
063 4597, auckland.

paRts mORRis appROx 1952  minor diff, muffler, 
gearbox, axle. $140 the lot. Set Ford model T 
kerosene lamps $140. Early tyre pump, $120. Phone 
Jim 09 276 8784.  mem

mg tf 1500 1955  Completely restored by 
professional tradesmen to new condition. $59,000. 
Forced sale due to ill health. Phone 07 868 9974.  
 mem

1957 fORD 100e  Complete strip and rebuild fitted 
with radial tyres. drives nice. Offers around $10,000. 
Phone John 03 448 7192.  mem

1950 cHev lOaDmasteR  brakes have been done, 
as is where is. Reasonable offers. Phone 03 434 5103 
or 027 434 5102.  mem

Why buy

Beaded Wheels  

– when you can 
get it free*

Membership fees vary from branch to branch
www.vcc.org.nz | phone 03 366 4461  

admin@vcc.org.nz

Join us today - we have over 35 
branches and over 8,000 members 

throughout New Zealand

*Join the Vintage Car Club 
and receive each issue of 
Beaded Wheels delivered 
to your letterbox as part 

of your membership

Joining the Vintage Car Club costs 
little more than you have been 

paying for this magazine and yet 
you receive all the other benefits 
of belonging to our great club 

including free advertising in this 
magazine. 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) 
caters for all motor vehicles that 
are over 30 years old but it is not 
a requirement to own an eligible 
vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 
membership application forms 

and branch details. Contact your 
local branch for more information, 

addresses are listed inside the 
front cover of this issue.
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1914 OVERLaNd ENgiNE WaNTEd.  Please phone 
with details, 03 578 3455.  mem

1924 bEaN 14 TOuRER.  Wanted, any information 
or literature, to help me with the restoration of 
this car. mike Loosemore, ( member) Phone 09 235 
8866 mob 021 027 088 48, or email meandma@
xtra.co.nz  mem

1935-36 buiCk 14  spoke artillery wheels. 16” by 
5”. Phone don 07 870 4115.

CaN aNybOdy HELP WiTH a 6 CyLiNdER  magneti 
marelli magneto mHP6. This would be from the 
1920s era. Philip Jeeves 022 025 9924   mem

EaRLy mOTORiNg ENamEL SigNS WaNTEd . Simu, 
aa badges, all provinces. Pioneer motor badge. 
Phone bob ballantyne 09 444 4066, deb.rob@xtra.
co.nz   mem

FORd mOdEL b WaTER PumP  or housing wanted 
(1932 3 stud). Phone John 03 347 4111.  mem

HaNSa CaR madE by bORgWaRd  1960 model 
1100cc. Wanted front and rear windscreen rubbers. 
Phone 03 349 8869.  mem

mOTOR FOR ’39 CHEV  or later motor straight six. 
does not need to be in good condition as i would 
like to rebuild it myself. Phone 07 886 5672 or 
ericcarolyn@xtra.co.nz

PaRTS FOR 1927 dOdgE 4,  particularly 21” rims for 
wooden wheels or a set of disc wheels and hubs. 
Fast 4 front axle with brakes, tourer windscreen 
frame, front seat, bumpers and tail light. What 
other parts have you? Please contact kevin Casey 
03 453 0818 or caseyleadlights@xtra.co.nz  mem

STEERiNg bOx  to suit series 3 Vanguard or 
Vanguard 6 (Recirculating ball type). Phone 07 
345 6540.

VOLVO STaTiON WagON 1969-77 model 165 
estate (1 series, 6 cylinder inline, 5 door) in good 
and original condition. Ronald Lever, 87 Tui road, 
Papatoetoe, auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 
evenings.  mem

WaNTEd TO buy 1947 JaiL baR  rear window 
required must have Ford script on glass for my very 
original pick up. Phone greg 04 562 8366 or email 
haines.pallets@xtra.co.nz.

WaNTEd TO FiNd:  Stewart, who picked up a grey 
Series 5 Singer gazelle body from the parts shed at 
last year’s swap meet in Christchurch. i have more 
parts you may want. Sam Reilly, 03 317 8025, 022 
650 2102  mem

WiLLyS WHiPPET 1928  radiator cap screw type. 
Fuel Vacuum Tank in working order of that era, not 
necessarily Willys. Windscreen stays, left and right. 
1928 Whippet door handles and window winders. 
Phone 03 439 5207, email blunden@slingshot.
co.nz  mem

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the  
lookout for a good article for a future issue. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will win a  
coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or via email.  
post to: Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140,  
Christchurch 13140 or 
email: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a minimum six mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 

wIn
this limited edition  
Beaded wheels cap!

Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee.
phone home 03 385 9821 or email kevin@vcc.org.nz

Our lucky winners of the beaded Wheels caps for this issue are James Gray and bruce Hutchinson.

WANTED to Buy

auSTiN aLLEgRO,  2 door model. any information 
as to whereabouts of one of these gratefully 
welcomed. Phone Jim madgwick 07 888 0772, 
matamata.  mem

fORD nZ assemBly plant  employee lapel metal 
badge, similar to the one in the photo, but the badge 
could be a different shape or size to the one in the 
photo, which is 1 1⁄8 inch x 1 ¾ inch. Phone 06 278 
6937 email: ijs@xtra.co.nz   mem

Please advise National Office of any 
changes of address or sales/purchases 

of vehicles.  
Email admin@vcc.org.nz or  

post details to VCCNZ,  
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140
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The Central Otago Vintage Car Club 
invites all VCCNZ club members to take part

For enquiries - Rally Director - John
Email: martin_jw@xtra.co.nz or Ph: 03 445 0598 

After Rally Hub Tour 23rd - 27th  Entries forms out in March 2014

       Rotorua Vintage and Veteran Car Club

34th CentRAl nORth IslAnd

SWAP MEET &
CAR shOw sPeCtACulAR

sunday 13 JuLy 2014
Stock Car Raceway Paradise Valley

Featuring Vintage, Veteran, Classic Cars and hotrods

This event will be of interest to all collectors of Vintage, Veteran, 
classic and collectable cars, motorcycles hotrods, memorabilia, 
old car books, old toys, model cars and trains, and anything of a 

collectable or antique nature.

Open from 7am til 3pm hot Food and Refreshments available.

site enquiries 
neville harper  

ph 07 348 2412  
mobile 027 494 7249  

email daharper@gmail.com

eVent coordinator 
Andrew Watson  
ph 07 357 5656 

 email top.place@xtra.co.nz

admission 
Sellers vehicle and driver  

$10 per site  
(accompanied children free )

aLL others 
$5 per person

10,11 & 12 oCToBER 2014

Join us on this fun weekend and visit the  
Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279, Christchurch or 
phone Mike 03 344 0425.  

NOte: Sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated.  
Some eFtPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

Friday/Saturday 9am-4.30pm, Sunday 9am-2pm

Friday is now a public day with $10 general admission,  
VCC membership card holders $5. Saturday $5 for all adults.  

All accompanied school children free.

Canterbury branCh

www.theswapmeet.org.nz

Cutler Park – McLeans Island road

100 Years of 
DoDge Bros Vehicles 

1914 - 1938
Join South Canterbury members, Nola and  

Alistair Day with your Dodge and travel  
New Zealand during November 2014

This is a non-competitive, leisurely tour, to  
celebrate the achievements of John and Horace.

The iTiNerY is seT….
Wed  Nov  5th  MEET & GREET.  4PM  
    Followed By An Evening Meal. Stay Whangarei
Thur   Nov  6th First rally day heading north then back to Whangarei to 
    stay the night.
Fri   Nov  7th  rally to Warkworth   Sat Nov 8th  Pukekohe
Sun  Nov  9th  Te Awamutu    Mon Nov 10th  New Plymouth
Tue  Nov  11th and  Wed  Nov 12th Wanganui
Thur  Nov  13th Masterton    Fri  Nov 14th Lower Hutt
Sat  Nov  15th Cross over to Picton, stay night at Picton
Sun  Nov  16th Nelson    Mon  Nov 17th Westport
Tues  Nov  18th  Greymouth    Wed  Nov 19th Hamner Springs
Thurs Nov  20th Ashburton    Fri   Nov 21st     Twizel
Sat  Nov 22nd/ Sun 23rd Cromwell    Mon 24th  Nov  Balclutha
Tue 25th Final Night Dinner. Invercargill (after visiting Bluff- Photo shoot)
Wed 26th Nov you make your own way home. 
(We will have a suggested interesting route for those travelling north on their 
homeward journey.) 

Email nola.day@xtra.co.nz    or phone 03 688 2617 (evenings) 
 or Alistair’s Cell phone 027 202 5007. 
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Ashburton  Diane Ross
Ian Johnson with 1930 Model A Ford 

made a nostalgic trip to Stewart Island in 
April for celebrations commemorating the 
Norwegian whaling boats that fished from 
there. Ian bought the car in 1959 when he 
lived on Stewart Island and it is thought to 
be the only Vintage car that has left the 
island and still motoring today. 

Les Nell recently finished restoring the 
1936 Wolseley in time for the National 
Wolseley Rally in Mid Canterbury. Some 
years ago wife Margaret fell in love with it, 
even though it had a much worn coat of 
paint and was covered in dust. She bought 
it, changed the oil, put in some fuel and 
away it went. 

Joe Barker, another local Wolseley 
enthusiast, has added the 1936 25hp previ-
ously owned by Des Fowler, Christchurch, 
to his collection. So keen is he that an 
hour after taking delivery he was on the 
branch’s extended weekend jaunt around 
North Canterbury. 

Branch members have been out trans-
porting IHC, the disabled, senior citizens, 
day care and rest home residents on various 
outings. The pleasure given to the passen-
gers is often surpassed by that of the drivers 
on witnessing the enjoyment of sharing 
their vehicles. The motorcycle enthusiasts 

have also been active, setting up a display 
in the local Mitre 10 Mega store. 

The Galletlys and the Rosses took part 
in the Nelson Branch Tour to join with a 
large contingent of Ashburton cars for the 
SI National Easter Rally at Greymouth. 
Even a fair pounding from cyclone Isa didn’t 
spoil a good weekend with branch members 
coming out winners in the Vintage and 
PWV sections. 

Auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
In February, 61 vehicles drove through 

Exhibition Drive in Titirangi. Now closed 
to vehicular traffic, it was opened in 1914. 
The drive of 6.2 km was led by Barry 
and Nicola Birchall with the big 1912 
Cadillac. Burying a time capsule was part 
of the celebrations and we were asked 
to contribute. In 50 years time a list of 
vehicles and their drivers plus our latest 
bulletin will be uncovered. What will the 
VCC look like by then? 

Our 60th birthday celebrations 
continue. March’s branch run started from 
Cornwall Park in Greenlane, the starting 
point of the very first monthly run. March 
also saw our Annual Vintage Muster run in 
the rural south and went over some private 
farm roads. Twenty-six entries started with 
only a few suffering mechanical trouble. 
It was encouraging to see some of our 

younger ones driving – Bradley Williams 
was driving his grandfather’s Chev roadster, 
one of several third generation members in 
our branch. Overall winners were Rodger 
and Val Ball in their 1930 Model A tourer.

We have been represented at many 
out-of-town events over the last couple 
of months, including Waikato’s Vintage 
Muster, the North Island Easter Rally at 
Waipukurau, the Maunga Moana, the 
National Veteran Rally at Waikato and 
Neville Olsen rode his 1924 BSA on the 
2014 Mail Run (Taupo to Napier) and won 
the Alan Wakefield Memorial Trophy for 
Bike of the Rally.

Don Johnston finally has his recently-
purchased Ford truck at home to find it 
is a 1937 model 79. Mike Loosemore has 
acquired a 1924 Bean tourer. Terry Jenkins 
purchased the 1917 Dodge (reported in 
last BW as on loan) from Kevin Slater in 
May 2013. Jim Boag now owns the well 
known Denny, a 1907 De Dion-Bouton ex 
Wairarapa.

We welcomed the following new 
members; Ian Crequer, 1939 Buick; Steve 
and Letitia Driver, 1928 Ford A, Ford A 
station wagon, Ford A speedster and Ford 
A coupe; Stuart and Diane Jordan, 1930 
Ford A roadster, 1931 Model A Tudor and 
1964 BSA Bushman; Graham and Mary 
Sweet, 1973 Austin 1300 GT, 1970 MG 

Ashburton: Les Nell, 1936 Wolseley.

Ashburton: Ross’s Chrysler 77 stuck during the Easter Rally at Greymouth.Ashburton: Ian Johnson’s 1930 Ford Model A.

Ashburton: Joe and Judy Barker, 1936 Wolseley, on 
North Canterbury weekend trip.
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B GT, 1968 Austin VandenPlas, 1975 
Austin Maxi and 1967 Commer van; Craig 
Whittaker, 1952 Sunbeam S8 motorcycle.

Our condolences to Madeline and family 
on the loss of longtime member Alven 
Bonney.

 Bay of plenty  David Joblin
 Our Annual Rally was judged a great 

success with 36 entries. Stuart Graydon 
who, apart from organising the rally, 
produced a rally sheet with pictures on it so 
nobody could get lost. The destination was 
Roydon Downs, a farm park with pictur-
esque picnic spots, another hidden gem in 
the Bay of Plenty. There was a competition 
in the form of timed runs along the route 
which required some skill and an accurate 
speedometer. The winners were Ron and 
Kerry Elton. 

On a recent mid-week run 19 cars 
went over to the the hydro scheme on the 
Rangitaiki River. Two dams, Aniwhenua 
and Matahina, proved of great interest as 
they are off the beaten track and well 
worth seeing, as was the spectacular 
Aniwhenua Falls. A visit to the Steiner 
Can Collection, the largest collection in 
the Southern Hemisphere, followed. 

In April 41 members hosted and 
welcomed 27 tourists en route to East Cape 

and beyond on the North Island Club 
Captain’s Tour. 

On branch club night Bill Janes gave a 
talk about the real reason for and what led 
up to the Gallipoli debacle. Bill has made 
a detailed study of the subject and made 
exquisite models of the ships and guns 
involved at that time. All who heard the 
talk were impressed with his knowledge.

Ron Elton has his Triumph Gloria resto-
ration mobile after five painstaking years 
but still has a while to go. We welcome 
new member John Davies, 1928 Model A 
pick-up and 1935 Rolls-Royce 20/25 saloon.

canterbury   Tony Becker
A huge turnout of Branch enthusiasts 

attended Ellesmere’s 150th Anniversary 
Show held at the Leeston Showgrounds. 
The diversely represented Commercial 
section mixed it with farm machinery, 
tractor and traction engine races plus a 
large representation of VCC and other club 
vehicles from antique to not so very old.  

The busy March/April season of 
branch activities culminated in the twin 
tours of Nelson and West Coast. Several 
Canterbury Branch vehicles journeyed 
to Nelson to join their Branch’s 50th 
Anniversary celebration. A well organised 
Rally/Tour of the district was much enjoyed 
by the 55 entries, of which 18 were from 

Canterbury Branch. The celebration was 
shared by more than 200 VCC members 
from Nelson and across the country. 

The popular 2014 South Island Easter 
Rally followed the next weekend, attracting 
an outstanding Canterbury branch repre-
sentation of 64 vehicles. From a calm 
enough Reefton, day one will long be 
remembered for Westland’s disastrous 
Easter cyclone that first hit us in the Buller 
Gorge. This became quite exceptional 
as we reached Westport. About half of 
our folk were forced to abandon the tour 
to Greymouth via the Coastal Highway 
which closed due to slips and dangerous 
winds. Alas some of the rally was literally 
blown away as torrential rain and the over 
140 kph winds of Cyclone Ita bore down 
on Westport to eventually lash all of the 
West Coast. Spectacular damage included 
wrecked homes, roofs, trees, large buildings 
and power lines. Campervans, mobile 
homes, caravans and buses were no match, 
many being bowled over. Convertibles 
and tourers were not flavour of the day 
either and members reverted to securely 
roping down hoods. At least one brave 
tourer chose to go topless instead! We were 
fortunate in sustaining little more than 
dirty cars and acute anxiety in the end. 
Better conditions enabled a happier arrival 
at Greymouth. We held a slightly depleted 

Bay of Plenty: Next generation, Liam Peck, proud 
owner of his grandfather’s 1971 HC Viva. 

Canterbury: At the Ellesmere show. Canterbury: Ellesmere show.

Canterbury: Ellesmere show.Canterbury: Canterbury Branch members were among those who tackled the South Island Easter Rally.
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public display at Omoto Racecourse, albeit 
with a few boggy ground problems! 

The 40th Anniversary of the motor-
cycle section’s annual Jim Toohey run to 
Blackball a month earlier, had no such 
trouble with their West Coast run. 

Gary Hodder and Kurt Ebrecht organised 
a strong turnout of mopeds for their run in 
March. The Scooter Run followed in April. 

Eastern Bay of plenty  Les Costar
On March 8 vehicles headed to Opotiki 

and up the Motu Road for our second Allan 
Stewart Motu Campout. Although it was 
raining through the Motu Road we arrived 
in good time and those of us who chose 
to tent soon had our tents pitched. The 
log fire was lit in the very well-equipped 
shearers quarters in time for happy hour. 
We went to sleep to the sounds of weka 
calling and when one calls they all call, 
such is life in the Motu hills.

The next morning, Allan took us into 
Matawai for a drive around the settlement. 
Back to the campsite for lunch then we 
set off to visit the old quarry followed by 
a visit to a shed full of trucks, tractors and 
bulldozers belonging to Ian Storey. Next 
morning we set off for home stopping in the 
Waioeka Gorge and Opotiki.

In April eight Vintage and four moderns 
visited Sisam Valley Farms. We drove on 

Sisam’s private road into the valley where 
our leader Peter Hadley found a spot for 
afternoon tea and a chat about various 
types of farming undertaken on the 22,000 
acre property.

On Easter Saturday four vehicles braved 
the elements to attend a parade celebrating 
the 150th Anniversary of Opotiki’s Hiona 
St Stephen’s Church. The church was built 
by the Rev Carl Volkner who was later put 
to death by members of his own congrega-
tion in 1865. 

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
March 30 saw nine vehicles attend the 

annual Neil Peterson Trophy Run hosted 
by Gail Menzies and Mike Little in Wairoa. 
Over the past 38 years the trophy has been 
presented 33 times, and we have seen a lot 
of the backblocks around Wairoa. This year 
was no different, with the run taking us via 
Waihi Dam to our lunch stop at one of five 
woolsheds on Panekiri Station. After lunch 
we continued on to Ohuku Station, via 
Wairoa, for afternoon tea with the mayor, 
Craig Little. After a look through the 1906 
homestead we headed back to Wairoa and 
Gisborne to complete a very interesting 
day.

Two weeks later we hosted 25 members 
of the North Island Club Captain’s Tour 
and we enjoyed a very convivial evening. 

Neil Peterson died suddenly on Sunday 
20 April. He will be remembered by 
members of the Gisborne branch as a 
gregarious and generous man who always 
had a quip to tell about his friends and 
customers. Our condolences to Jeanette and 
family.

Gore  Jim McFadzien
During our February meeting Ron 

Osborn was presented with his 35 years 
membership badge. Ron has been chairman 
in the past, is a collector of Hupmobiles and 
also has a 1937 Chevrolet sedan.

On 22 February 37 cars took part in our 
annual Festival Rally. This ended up at the 
Gore Racecourse for a lap of the track and 
questions. Most crews then found their way 
to the Mandeville Airport for the annual 
fly-in although the high winds grounded 
the planes. Prizes were presented by South 
Island Club Captain Alon Mayhew. Rally 
winner was Ivan Scobie, 1926 Chrysler 
50; runner up was Graham Taylor, 1923 
Overland tourer; first lady driver was Katy 
Parish, 1952 Alvis TB21.

Our next event was the Frank Robson 
Run for Veteran and Vintage classes. Also 
run over a different route the Clearwater 
Capers Run for other classes. The instruc-
tions had route variations but with common 
checkpoints where the old timers had an 

Gisborne: Lunch stop at Panekiri Station. 
Cricklewood Road, over which we travelled on last 
year’s run, is visible through the forest area in the 
background.

Horowhenua: Sunday run.

Horowhenua: John Rapley’s newly restored 1938 
Austin.

Horowhenua: Tom Hayes explaining the history of 
the Manakau cemtery.

Horowhenua: Restoration of the year 1916 Cadillac.
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easy tar seal route to Waikaka and the 
rest a longer higher route, up to 800 ft in 
places. Our destination was the Hotel Royal 
for afternoon tea. Winners were Bill and 
Annette Ainge, 1929 Austin 12/4 and Cyril 
McFadzien, Rover SD1.

In March the Ladies Run was held. From 
Gore we travelled east to the Owaka Valley 
road and stopped at Jude and Ross McNab’s 
Catlins Soap Company. We had our lunch 
in their extensive gardens and had a look 
through their soap making business. Owaka 
town was our next destination then to 
Teapot Land which had hundreds of teapots 
on display, then through to Balclutha to 
the old McSkimming and Son brick works 
at Benhar. The life of this historic site was 
explained to us by a local historian. Once a 
whole village was involved in this factory.

Hawke’s Bay  Esther Smith
Club Night Speakers: The new 

clubrooms are planned so that a car can 
be brought into the main hall through the 
spares area. David Brock–Jest really put this 
plan to the test at our February meeting 
when he brought along his 1927 Bentley 
Sports as it only just managed to squeeze 
through the inner doorway.  

David regaled us with stories of the 
various cars he has owned and those he still 
owns. Also with tales of his racing exploits 

in both Great Britain and in Europe. It was 
amazing to hear that Classic car racing is 
such a big sport with David saying that if 
he chose he could attend a race meeting 
somewhere in Britain every weekend during 
the long racing season and that there would 
be numerous cars competing in each class. 

At our March meeting we were again 
on a classic racing car theme with Richard 
Anderson bringing along his 1950 RA 
Vanguard Monoposto. Richard purchased 
the Vanguard about 10 years ago and after a 
concerted rebuild it made its debut in 2013 
at Hampden Downs. The car was originally 
built by Hec Green in Christchurch in 
1950 and its mid-engine design was consid-
ered advanced for its time. The car was 
raced with success in the ‘50s, then went 
through a series of owners and modifica-
tions until Richard bought it. He has spent 
many hours restoring the car to its original 
specifications and body design.

Our monthly branch runs continued 
with some interesting destinations in 
March. We test drove the rally route from 
Wairoa back to Napier that Steve Donovan 
and Steve Trott had planned for use by the 
North Island Club Captain’s Tour when 
that rally came through Hawke’s Bay just 
prior to Easter. It had been a long time 
since the branch has held a run up in that 
part of the country as it is not so open and 

there are not so many route options to 
choose from. so it was interesting to revisit 
a few forgotten back roads.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
With the long spell of fine weather 

our outdoor events were enjoyed and 
well attended. The annual Ted Green 
Motorcycle Rally was held early March 
starting at the clubrooms north of Levin, 
past Foxton with cafe visits and a ride 
through our local back roads covering 78 
miles in all, returning to the clubrooms for 
prize giving. 

Following this on the 22nd was the swap 
meet. This just gets bigger – 134 stalls and 
a very large attendance. We received great 
comments from those who were here. 

The restoration of the year judging 
was held at the swap meet with three 
cars competing. A very hard call to judge 
between Warren Birch’s 1936 V8 cab 
convertible, Ivan Benge’s 1937 Chevy and 
Bernard and Bruce Scott’s 1916 Cadillac. 
The Cadillac was voted the winner

Our Sunday run was held the week 
before Easter and Tom Hayes organised 
a tour of historic interest of the southern 
part of the Horowhenua. We went first to 
a local marae then on to the Manakau war 
memorial and cemetery .

Nelson: Display at Motueka Museum.Nelson: Gymkhana.

Nelson: Cars at barbeque.
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From there to the Rangiatea church in 
Otaki. This church was burnt down some 
years ago and has been rebuilt. More visits 
on our way back to the clubrooms.

After lunch the parts shed was open and 
we enjoyed a visit from the collectable car 
club who viewed the recently built flour 
mill.

nelson  Ron Johnson
The Nelson Branch 50th Anniversary 

Rally was a great weekend. 
In February we had a visit by several 

members of Wellington Branch doing 
a tour of the Top of the South and we 
welcomed them with an evening barbecue 
at our clubrooms. The rally committee set 
up a trial run of the rally gymkhana. This 
was put to the test by locals and visitors 
with great hilarity. 

Our Annual visit to Motueka for the 
Alan Moss Memorial Run was this year 
combined with the Motueka Museum 
celebrating the 1920s and ‘30s. We saw 
another good turnout of members, many 
dressing in the era of their vehicles. After 
spending the morning displaying the cars 
at the museum we drove a couple of miles 
to the Motueka Aerodrome where the 
late Alan Moss had been a keen member. 
Cheaper - than - normal flights were on offer 
and were popular. At the finish of the 
afternoon activities some members drove 
down the Motueka Valley to visit the 
Dovedale Fair. This is a great drive for old 

cars. Excellent roads and wonderful scenery, 
a great finish to the day.

For some time our branch has been 
searching for alternative clubrooms. 
The local Speedway Club has built new 
clubrooms on land they own and have 
offered us their old building. We now own 
this building and lease the land around it. 
Members are now keen to get stuck in and 
renovate clubrooms we actually own and 
will enjoy long into the future.

northland  Keith Thompson
This is my first piece for Idle Torque 

on behalf of the Northland Branch. 
Our thanks go to Terry Lambess for his 
huge contribution over the years as the 
immediate past branch reporter. 

We are about to hold our fourth 
combined swap meet and car show. This 
is the major fundraiser for the branch. We 
work with the Whangarei Rod and Custom 
club and the Northern Street Rods. It is a 
great example of clubs working together to 
earn some much needed funds and to show 
off to the public the fine vehicles owned by 
club members, be they hot rods or Vintage.

Branch members celebrated Easter with 
an easter bonnet run to the Waipu Golf 
Club with magnificent views over Bream 
Bay. Prizes were given for the best bonnet 
(hat) and the most novel vehicle. Then 
down to Tinopai to view a member’s collec-
tion of 20 plus cars and a Model T truck.

The Whangarei Branch has been 
experiencing resurgence in the number 
of attendees on runs over the last year 
and long may it continue. As with a large 
number of branches, are finding it difficult 
to acquire new members and once we have 
them we have to make it worth their while 
staying (as members) and getting involved. 

north otago   Nonie Rooney
The All British Day on 22 February 

featured Bentleys. The interesting route 
was through Kakanui and Herbert areas to 
the Kuriheka Estate. People’s Choice was 
Kenneth Robinson with his 1955 Humber 
Super Snipe from Ashburton, the result of 
12 years restoration work. Most original car 
was Lorraine and Owen Richardson’s 1955 
Mark 1 Zephyr from Waimate.

The first Jack Crump Time Trial held on 
Sunday afternoon, 9 March, took partici-
pants inland via Five Forks and Tokarahi to 
the residence of Tiffany and Craig Armiger. 
Members had a pre-afternoon tea ramble 
about the property, also seeing major 
surgery in progress on Craig’s unusual 1911 
2-cylinder Clement Bayard.

The Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial 
Rally, held on 12 April, saw one Vintage 
bike, one Post-Vintage, 14 PWV and nine 
post-60 bikes and their riders set off. The 
route took riders inland, with a following 
sou’wester, lunching at Duntroon. 
Results 
Vintage R Hutton Harley – Davidson.

North Otago: Brian and Ann Walker of Dunedin 
with their Ariel at the Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial 
Rally.

North Otago: People’s Choice -  Kenneth Robinson of Ashburton and his 1955 Humber Super Snipe. 

North Otago: Afternoon tea at the first Jack 
Crump Time Trial run.
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PV  M Becker 1939 Ariel. 
PWV P Snell Norton. 
P60 Sim Honda. 
The People’s Choice and the Gerald Lynch-Blosse 
Cup was presented to B Christie, Norton.

The 50 year celebration of the Ngapara 
Hill Climb attracted a record of 54 entrants. 
Duncan McCrostie in a Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evo was the overall winner, also breaking 
the speed record, with Murray Frew 
winning the Vintage section.

north shore   Mary Lloyd
Long time member Terry Boyle passed 

away on Easter Saturday. Members extend 
their condolences to Diane and family. 
Terry’s mechanical knowledge was second 
to none. He was a keen Buick fan, owning 
a beautiful 1938 Buick 8 (amongst others) 
which he kept immaculate inside and out.

Much has been achieved lately. The 
retaining wall alongside the new shed has 
finally been completed and the old leaky 
blown tank is to have a door installed 
making it into a dangerous goods store. 

A low turnout for the Summer Saunter, 
with just five cars participating, didn’t 
quell enthusiasm as the group headed 
north, visiting a collection of cars and 
memorabilia at Kaipara West. After lunch 
at Wellsford it was on to Whangarei then 
back to Brian and Gaylene Cullen’s beach 
house at One Tree Point for a barbeque and 
sleepover. This was a fun weekend which 
everyone enjoyed.

In mid March several members took 
part in the Belmont School Car Show. 
Chairman, Peter Lloyd, took his Model 
T for its first outing and it proved to be a 
great draw card. Not ones to miss an oppor-
tunity, this was seen as another occasion to 
promote our Club so the lads took the fire 
truck along which also attracted plenty of 
admiration.

The Posh Picnic was organised by 
Marieke and Arnold Van Zon who did 
the branch proud with a lovely venue and 
perfect weather. 
Best Table:
Kevin and Marlene Lord 
Best Dressed 
John and June Lloyd 

otago   Graeme Duthie 
Welcome to our new members Malcolm 

Eunson who transferred from South 
Canterbury Branch, Tony Michelle, 
Antonia and Jazlyn Edmonds, and Ken 
Pledger who owns a BSA Bantam motor-
cycle. We look forward to having you 
accompany us at branch meetings and on 
rallies. Life is quietening a little as the 
season changes. The weather has upset our 
social outings but our Sparkaholic visits 
keep going. The group visited a beautifully 
restored schist cottage on the Taieri in 
March and April was a visit to the Blokes 
Shed at the Kings High School.

At this time we are getting ready for our 
Annual General Meeting and our Sixtieth 

Year celebrations on 19 July, this being 
the exact date the branch was officially 
founded. The celebration will take the form 
of a short afternoon run with a dinner 
at night where all past members will be 
welcome. Coming up also is the restora-
tion rally which is incorporated with 
the Vintage and PV classes. This is an 
afternoon run that follows on from the 
inspection of the vehicles presented for 
restoration trophy consideration. 

Rotorua  Ronald Mayes
Our clubrooms continue to prove their 

worth. In March the branch hosted Alvis 
Car Club members who were in Rotorua. 
Two days later the North Island Club 
Captains’ Tour arrived for dinner, again 
with local members attending

Monthly Sunday runs continue with 
good numbers of cars on the road, and the 
mid-weekers enjoy drives to what seems to 
be an inexhaustible supply of interesting 
destinations. A new car on the scene has 
been Kevin Scott’s fine 1936 Ford V8 De 
Luxe.

This writer’s 1964 Vanden Plas Princess 
1100 hasn’t forgiven its owner for leaving it 
asleep for four years; a number of electrical 
faults have emerged, including “failure to 
proceed” several times at embarrassing 
locations. Des and Angie Brunton’s Morris 
8 Series 1 took them to Palmerston North 
faultlessly in March where it performed 
wedding car duties for his granddaughter. 

Rotorua: April clubnight, Mike Coleman, 1936 Rolls-Royce.

North Shore: Richard Bampton trying to drive Bedford chassis.North Shore:Marieke and Arnold Von Zon.

North Shore: Posh picnickers.

North Shore: 2014 posh picnic, 
Bampton family.
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The Waikato Triumph Car Club’s annual 
show in Te Awamutu in April drew over 
300 cars dating from 1898 steamers to 1980s 
classics, with the proceeds from donations 
going to the Waikato rescue helicopter 
service. The writer’s 1970 Triumph 2000 
was on show, as was our member Ralph 
Riseley’s excellent Jaguar Mk VII.

At our April club night a surprise show 
and tell car proved fascinating. Visiting 
Auckland Branch members Mike and Sue 
Coleman’s 1936 Roll-Royce 20/25hp took 
centre stage and Mike told us all about 
its recent acquisition from the USA and 
the work he has done on the car. With 
its Gurney-Nutting 4-light sports saloon 
coachwork this 20/25 might be a small 
car as Rolls-Royce go but it filled the 
clubroom with its presence. Mike has fitted 
a Laycock-de Normanville overdrive unit to 
the car to make open road motoring even 
more relaxing.

southland  Stuart Francis
The Switzers Pioneer Motorcycle Run to 

Waikaia is for girder forked motorcycles and 
low powered machines up to 250cc. It is an 
informal run on the back roads for older 
and slower machines with an overnight stay 
in Waikaia (previously known as Switzer). 

Five machines started the run on a crisp 
autumnal morning: Greg Eunson, Ivory 
Calthorpe; Robbie Eunson, Cotton; Dale 

Simmons, Victoria; Ferg McDowell, BSA 
and scribe, Harley Davidson. 

The route took us out to Wallacetown, 
meandered across to Glencoe and then ran 
through the back roads towards Mandeville. 
This section was gravel and where I took 
two wrong turnings and had to be turned 
back by the recovery vehicle! The final 
part of the morning run was to Riversdale, 
not before a bit of a detour to make sure 
competitors were reading their instruc-
tions. After refreshments it was a leisurely 
afternoon run out to Waikaia.

The Waikaia Hotel bar that evening 
was filled with the usual mix of farmers, 
fishermen, gold prospectors and crib 
owners. The bar was finally closed by a 
drunken bagpipe player murdering Flower 
of Scotland!

Sunday morning’s run to Mandeville for 
the British Bike Day was glorious. Another 
cold crisp day with the hills and mountains 
just visible through a light haze. There were 
about 30 machines on display, mainly post 
war machines. Somehow Dale’s Victoria 
(German) got included and won a prize. 
The run back to town was uneventful, 
overall an excellent run with no real 
problems.

south canterbury    Frances Irving
The team that put this year’s Annual 

2014 Mid Island Rally held on 15 March 

together, should be commended for a great 
day’s motoring, with a lot of miles travelled. 
Over 70 cars took part, the best attendance 
for many years. Good roads and scenery 
were on the morning’s agenda, ending up at 
Geraldine’s Kennedy Park for lunch.

The afternoon run was something 
special, as we were given access to the 
Kakahu Forest on private roads. We turned 
off Te Moana Road at the Woodbury end 
and were given a briefing well up the hill 
on a milled - out area. From there, we 
proceeded on a partially grass road through 
the forest itself, not having a clue where 
we would come out. After an hour and a 
half travelling around precipitous hills and 
gorges, we came out near Mulvihill Road 
on the Geraldine – Fairlie Highway, quite a 
surprise. There were a few minor stoppages 
with one member’s Jaguar losing transmis-
sion oil and had to be towed from the 
halfway point. Plenty of dust in some areas, 
so plenty of water was needed on the return 
home to clean the cars.

Homeward trip was round Clandeboye 
and back to the clubrooms.
Results
Best Overall Veteran Hugh Mercer Trophy
Nevan Gough, Mosgiel 1914 Buick
Best Overall for Vintage Excelsior Trophy 
Dave Warlow, Timaru  1928 Hupmobile

Taranaki: Ian Bleakley exiting the tunnel in his 
Morris 8 sports on Okau road.

Taranaki: John and Megan Muters Darracq at the 
Uriti stop with the old Uriti church in the distance.

Taranaki: The first stop on the Kiwi Road Tour at 
Uriti School.

Southland: Switzer run, Sunday morning. Taupo: Branch day with the Taupo Hospice.
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Best Overall P60  Jim & Pat Geddes Trophy

Les & Ros Wenlock, Timaru 1967 Holden
Concours Results Post 60
Grant Mitchell 1971 Austin Mini
Post 80 
John Farrell 1981 Morris Minor
Commercial
Alan Miller 1964 Ford Falcon ute
Vintage
Robert & Caroline Gibson 1927 Cadillac
Motorcycles
Neil Manchester 1954 AJS

south otago   John Cook
The branch’s annual weekender was 

held in early March and was based in 
North Otago and had a good attendance. 
They visited historic Kuriheka homestead 
and Parkside quarries at Weston where 
limestone is cut for building and crushed 
for agricultural use. 

The branch would like to welcome along 
new members Alan Johnston who has a 
1978 Triumph 2000 and Stephen Gullen 
with his 1925 Dodge in very original 
condition. 

The work put in by Gary and Sue 
Beaumont paid off with South Otago 
Branch’s 40th Motorcycle Rally being a 
great success with a good number of entries. 

taranaki    Colin Johnston
On Taranaki Anniversary weekend in 

March a special road tour was organised 
called the Kiwi Road Tour Picnic Run. 
This was a leisurely drive along some of 
North Taranaki’s most spectacular scenery 
and enabled members and friends to enjoy 
the great back country roads. Twenty-two 
cars were ready at the three mile road 
junction for the start of the tour.

After a half hour drive we regrouped 
at the Uriti road turnoff beside the Uriti 
School for a chat and a quick cuppa. We 
then set off with the road conditions 
changing to gravel and winding uphill 
sections, including four one way road 
tunnels which gave an erie feeling while 
driving through with the hood down on the 
tourer cars. The scenery was truly amazing 
amongst the hills and valleys and we were 
able to take a bit more in while stopping to 
negotiate a couple of flocks of sheep being 
mustered on the road. Two mobs of 1000 or 
more sheep added to the general confusion 
of the narrow road but added to the 
atmosphere of the outback country. After 
winding our way through this road section 
which was extremely narrow with steep 
valleys dropping down into native flora 
and high hills in parts it lets you appreciate 
true Vintage motoring. Once back on the 
tar seal we travelled on to Ahititi and then 

northwards to Tongaporutu for our picnic 
lunch before returning home.

taupo  Greg Nattrass
We were privileged in March to have 

one of our newly elected councillors, John 
Boddy, explain to us where our rates are 
used, and some of the council’s high and 
low liability investments. It was an enlight-
ening insight into some of the operations 
and hurdles that new councillors have to 
contend with. John certainly highlighted 
the need to forward submissions on 
anything you have strong feelings about. 
A group of ten of our members visited the 
Classics Car Museum in Hamilton. They 
made a weekend of the trip, taking in other 
sights around the Waikato region.

April Fool’s Day saw our branch 
supporting the local Hospice with a display 
and rides in our cars. 

Our club night saw another get together 
to use our recently acquired television, this 
time the movie On Golden Pond, a Kathryn 
Hepburn and Henry Fonda classic, was 
shown. In April each year we do a run for 
the local Foundation for the Blind, but this 
year it fell over Easter, and with many away 
from both groups the run has been resched-
uled for later in the year. As an alternative 
we travelled to Turangi to view a display 
of 1930s to ‘50s era Fords put on by the 
Early American Ford Club. Our members 
Bruce and Trish Jefferies had their jail bar 

truck and blue 1936 sedan included in the 
display.

waikato  Des Harvey
It has been all hands to the pump at 

Waikato as we hosted the National Veteran 
Rally this year. Precise planning, perfect 
weather and of course a huge response 
from participants and the public saw this 
event bring our club together with members 
required for a variety of tasks over the 
four days and the Prince Henry Tour the 
following week.

Not to be outdone 23 Vintage cars 
ventured to Matamata for the annual 
Vintage car rally plotted by our Chairman 
Graham Pate and Marcia.

The Roycroft Trophy race meeting was 
an official club outing with organisers 
disappointed at the response, we did have a 
few racers though.

Our bikies enjoyed their 29th Mooloo 
Meander with the event taking them across 
the plains to the Tirohia Quarry just south 
of Paeroa. Everyone’s a winner when you 
have just completed a round trip of 116 
miles through the Waikato countryside on 
your old motorbike but congratulations to 
Waikato member Fred Rix for top honours.

Club meetings continue to be well 
attended and members seemed to be 
stunned into silence when at our last 
meeting we were treated to a 10x8 audio 
visual display of how easy it is to enter our 
Double 50 rally on line. 

Waikato: Des and Val Harvey with certificate 
received for the best club display.

Waikato: Branch display at the car show. 

Waikato: Cars on display at the Te Awamutu Car Show run by the Triumph Car Club. 
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The Te Awamutu Car Show is an annual 
event which raised money for the Waikato 
Air Ambulance; Des and Val Harvey asked 
for 15 to 20 cars for our display. A total 
of 34 cars, three motorcycles, a speedway 
midget, a pre 60 racing special, a gazebo 
and big banners certainly made our stand 
the biggest display. Des and Val collected 
the trophy for the best club display. Reece 
Burrett’s Mr Toad was the people’s choice 
and Hugh and Bronya McInally’s bugeye 
Sprite was placed a very creditable second 
behind Wes Marshalls beautiful XK120 
over from Tauranga.

The Twilight Rally was attended by 25 
car loads. Kelvin and Christine Davis took 
the honours.

wairarapa  Kevin Ball
A prolonged spell of late summer 

weather has made for some very pleasant 
weeks of Vintage motoring. Top of the list 
was the annual Rex Porter Memorial Rally, 
won by Tom and Jean Mitchelmore in a 
Morris Minor.

Most meritorious effort came from 
Lawrie Cocker, who drove his 1906 Cadillac 
from his home in Rongotea to Carterton 
and return, a distance of close to 200km, 
plus driving the rally, from Clareville to 
Martinborough, over miles of back roads. 
Now that’s enthusiasm.

Our report on the rally was written by 
branch stalwart and longtime magazine 
editor Rosemary Hickland, who navigated 
for Rienk Asscher in his 1953 Chev. 
Rosemary died not long after. There was 
a large turnout of Vintage cars for her 
funeral.

Our weekday outings continue to be 
popular. Three recent ones have been to 
a huge apple export business in Greytown 
(where, among other things, we discovered 
that Russians like small apples and Asians 
big ones!). A vast area of JR Orchards is 
covered by netting, which excludes birds 
and filters UV rays. Reflective ground 
cover ensures all apples receive the same 
sunshine, resulting in a near-perfect 
product. Other runs were to a Wairarapa 
stately home, Brancepeth, and to Tinui 
School. Some members have other commit-
ments on Sundays so the Thursday runs 
have been well supported. With the onset 
of winter the branch will resume its card 
afternoons.

An English fete in aid of the Cancer 
Society attracted a large number of classic 
poms, not all of them branch members. 
There were several ragtop examples, 
including an SS Jaguar replica with a 
six-figure price tag, a classic Mk III Zephyr, 
a stunning little Vauxhall VX220 sportscar 
(also sold as an Opel Speedster and a 

Hyundai Speedster), the inevitable E-type 
Jag, a V6 Morgan and a Jaguar XK150 fixed 
head coupe once owned by author Ngaio 
Marsh.

waitemata  Di Humphreys
The 2014 Roycroft Trophy Vintage race 

meet was held in perfect weather at the 
Hampton Downs Race Circuit but both 
days activities were marred by accidents 
and problems. See page page 36.

The National Executive meeting was 
Waitemata’s next challenge. That was held 
the following Saturday after Roycroft. The 
weather was appalling due to Cyclone Lusi 
but we won brownie points with the use 
of umbrellas, good food and using a venue 
that, if the weather had been fine, was 
within walking distance of the domestic 
airport. Butterfly Creek worked out very 
well, except for the interrupting whistle 
from the toy train outside that was enter-
taining the children who were visiting the 
Creek.

This year has turned into a “Wind 
the Clock Back” year. We have a re-visit 
to a Mid-Winter Christmas at Whatipu 
coming up in June and we have a re-visit 
to our Pebblebrook loose-metal hillclimb 
in early July. Another car club has the 
use of Pebblebrook. They are a larger club, 
more members, more money and they 

Wairarapa: Judy Lamb relaxes in the stately Star she and husband Paul took to the English fete.

Wairarapa: Lawrie Cocker with his 1906 Cadillac 
during the Rex Porter Memorial Rally.

Wairarapa: Picnic in the park … apple orchard 
run organisers Will and Ruby Holmes pictured 
during the run.
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have up-graded the road and we have been 
invited to join up with them again.

Our annual R’Oilcan Rally has been 
organised and will happen in mid July, only 
open topped vehicles are eligible for this 
event. We’d be delighted to have you and 
your open Vintage join us.

wanganui  Fay Chamberlain
The branch’s annual Castrol Motorcycle 

Trial drew a larger than usual number of 
entrants. Close to 40 bikes and trailers filled 
the carpark on 12 April ready for the day’s 
run out of Wanganui through Waitotara, 
Maxwell, Kai Iwi, Waverley, (backroads of 
couse) and up to Whenuakura School for 
the lunchstop. The afternoon run saw a 
re-enactment of the 1950s Whenuakura 
Road Racing Circuit, with Lloyd Williams 
on his Triumph leading the way. Sunday 
saw a visit to the local Q West boat builders, 
followed by a farewell lunch at the home of 
Vince and Lesley Keats. The overall winner 
proved to be Dave Henwood riding his 1952 
BSA B33.

Club nights continue to be well attended. 
The last one proved a real winner, with an 
enthusiastic, humorous talk given by local 
district court judge, D Matherson. 

Community activities continue to play a 
big part in the branch. Many of Wanganui’s 
members are involved voluntarily with 

the Riverboat Waimarie and this sees the 
Vintage cars often giving rides to and 
fro, down to the riverbank. This is great 
publicity for the branch, and the town. 
Our rally secretary Peter Hardy, and his 
(secretary) wife are building a lot of interest 
in both the riverboat and the Vintage car 
movement. 

The Classic Motor Show also saw 
members out in large numbers. The club 
truck also made its mark giving rides to lots 
of youngsters on Westmere School’s charity 
day.

wellington  Ann O’Rorke
Our March club night was an extra-

special occasion as the new library was 
officially opened. The Branch was the most 
grateful recipient of a pub charity funding 
grant.

In early March it was the Branch’s 
turn to organise the annual Triangular 
Veteran Rally, an event we share with 
Horowhenua and Wairarapa Branches. 
The eventual winner, Rod McKenzie, 
described his 1913 Model T as having the 
sulks that morning even though it had 
successfully accomplished the Ruahine 
Ramble the day before. He had even worse 
luck which could be described briefly as 
crank handle – backfire – head – blood! 
Fortunately he eventually started and had 

a fine run as did all the contestants who 
came from Otane, Waipukurau, Palmerston 
North, Levin, Wairarapa as well as the 
six from Wellington. The rally finished at 
Southwards’ Open Day with driving tests 
won by Laurie Cocker in a 1906 Cadillac.

The Wairarapa was the location for 
the Club Captain’s Safari just shortly after 
the Eketahuna/Masterton earthquake 
in January. Starting at the Featherstone 
Fell Museum, the safari manoeuvred main 
and country roads with questions and 
silent checks to Mt Bruce, then on to 
Mangatainoka. Norsewood had the final 
check, together with a testing questionnaire 
designed to illustrate the area’s history. 
The night finished in Dannevirke where 
Diane and Roger White were announced 
as overall winners in their 1965 Sunbeam 
Tiger. The following day’s optional run took 
members to Waihi Falls and to Pongaroa. 

The annual branch gymkhana was well 
attended on a beautiful autumn day. The 
cars, enthusiastically bowling through their 
paces, included a 1912 Renault (the only 
Veteran), a 1939 Ford Special, a Packard as 
well as the host’s Austin Ruby.

wellsford-warkworth   Anne 
Hamilton

The first weekend in February saw 
Doug and I at the Toowoomba swap meet, 

Wanganui: “I wouldn’t mind owning this one” Jay 
Hart admiring the 1928 Indian owned by Richard 
Caldwell.

Wanganui: “I might not win, but I’m definitely 
No.1”, Nigel Upton going out the the starting gate.

Waitemata: Inside marquee.

Waitemata: winner of Roycroft 2014.

Waitemata: Len Roycroft .Wairarapa: Jean (left) and Tom Mitchelmore 
receive their trophies from Chairperson Frances 
Elwin after winning the Rex Porter Memorial Rally.
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two hours out of Brisbane. It was a huge 
event and definitely a boys only outing. 
Brisbane customs were very suspicious of 
our treasures when we left.

A drizzly miserable day for our annual 
swapmeet didn’t deter the buyers and we set 
a new record for sales. 

In early March 15 cars set off on the 
Mike Brown Memorial Trophy Run. Francis 
and Robin Ross won it last year and as 
Robin is no longer with us, Paul Collins 
gave advice and guidance. It was a testing 
course on very corrugated roads, with 
straight line navigation as well. Only two 
cars competed with Brenda and Leon Salt 
in their Model A taking honours ahead of 
Anne and Doug Hamilton in the 1972 Fiat 
Bambina. 

At the regular club night we had a talk 
by Paul Collins on rally rules and how 
tricky they can be, both for people setting 
the runs and those trying to complete 
them. 

A weekend run and 18 cars headed 
over the back roads to Kikitangeo Romney 
Stud on the slopes of Wellsford’s highest 
point. This involved a few kilometres cross-
country. Some of the cars bottomed out 
once or twice but all made it eventually. 
Then it was our turn to go cross- country to 
the picturesque dam, which was our lunch 
stop. The farm has been in the one family 
since the late 1870s.

From there it was onto another lovely 
property, also handed down through the 
one family for several generations, and we 
were able to relive the old days in the first 
house built in the Wellsford district. This 
Indian summer is just made for outings 
such as these. 

Margaret and Garrick Oliver took 
delivery of their new pride and joy – a Mark 
V Jaguars.

west coast   June Campbell
The show must go on! As I write on 

the Tuesday after Easter, many intrepid 
motorists will be home or heading home 
from our South Island Easter Rally. 
Cyclone Ita threw her worst at us on the 
eve of Easter Friday, many roads were 
closed and trees down, roofs lifted, power 
off in the town and people stranded along 
the way but they all made it and came 
together on the Friday evening to register 
and attend the noggin, natter and supper. 
There were plenty of tales to be told and 
by the end of the holiday weekend, as our 
Chairman Roger Devlin had said: “make 
it an adventure”. It was, and no part of the 
programme was cancelled and all events 
went ahead regardless of conditions, which 
were reasonably kind. Our Rally route 
organiser John Rothery and his wife Lyn 
spent five hours on Good Friday clearing 
the Pioneer Route of many fallen trees with 
a chain saw to allow that run to go ahead. 

The West Coast is now concentrating on 
putting itself back together.

This year, the branch has been mainly 
focused on planning for the Easter Rally 
and it is now time to plan some leisurely 
runs over the winter.

We welcome recent new members; Brent 
and Margaret Newton, 1952 Ford Prefect; 
Robert and Mary Richards, 1969 and 1977 
Lotuses; Paul and Michelle Buchanan, 
1966 Mk3 Zephyr; Maurice and Lyn Bowes, 
1938 Morris 8; Les McKenzie and Jeanette 
Bryan, 1957 VW. 

The Passing Lane
In this column we acknowledge the recent 

passing of club members,  
information is supplied to Beaded Wheels by 

Branch Secretaries.
Ayers, Lind Canterbury
Brookland, Karl Canterbury
Jelfs, Gordon Canterbury
Hyslop, Gordon Bay of Plenty
Peterson, Neil John Gisborne
Rolls, Ian Bay of Plenty
Stevens, James (Jim) Canterbury

Wellington: Ivan Cook & David Crooks open the 
new clubrooms library (Photo: Stan Garmonsway)

Wellington: Roderick McKenzie at the Triangular 
Veteran Rally (Photo: Stan Garmonsway) 

Wellington: Bruce and Claire Benge negotiate a rockfall on the Safari Sunday Run (Photo: Stan 
Garmonsway) 

62 Beaded Wheels



 Beaded Wheels 63

www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz 
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden

P 03 314 4422 M 027 221 8092 A H 03 314 4992

Classic and Vintage Restorations
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or email us at: cis@vero.co.nz

For an obligation free quote call

0800 658 411 select option 2

Come claim time, some insurance providers 
fade into the background...

For over 30 years Vero CIS has partnered with the VCC, supporting branches nationwide and providing 
VCC members with an extensive range of insurance policies at specially negotiated rates. 

Vero CIS prides itself on building comprehensive policies that provide you the very best cover options, 
backed up by a dedicated customer service team committed to helping you every step of the way.

Over 40% of VCC members have already chosen to insure with Vero CIS. So if you have been thinking 
about a change recently, now’s the perfect time to join them. 

Plus, Vero CIS will make a contribution to your local VCC branch for every policy taken out or renewed.

At Vero CIS, your claim comes to the forefront.


