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Email admin@vcc.org.nz
 

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON 
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND 
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA  
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY 
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8443 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO 
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY 
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282 
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo 
Whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH 
237 Stanners Road, RD2 Kerikeri 
0295 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE  
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE  
PO Box 329, Gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY  
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA  
PO Box 458, Levin 5540 
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 
KING COUNTRY 
C/- 34 House Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU  
PO Box 385 
Palmerston North 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH 
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON  
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND  
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO 
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE  
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO  
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA  
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY  
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND  
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO  
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa, 
Balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO 
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI  
C/- 118A Carrington St, 
New Plymouth 4310 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO 
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO  
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE  
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA 
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI  
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON 
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH 
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST  
C/- 92 Dommett Esp,  
Greymouth 7802, 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2014.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED 
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are welcome. 
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available information to:  
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141.  
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.   Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2015.

PRESIDENT 
John Coomber  
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION 
Paul Collins 
09 423 7888  nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION 
Alon Mayhew 
03 443 7030 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER 
Michael Lavender  
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR 
Rod Brayshaw 
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD 
Tony Haycock 
03 980 6755  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Ed Boyd 
06 348 4547  mgmt3@vcc.org.nz

Tony Bartlett 
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST 
Marilyn McKinlay 
03 349 6951  bmm45@uclive.ac.nz

Neil Rooney has supplied these photos. He writes: 
My father, Mick Rooney, was in charge of the Willard Battery Service as provided by Young 
Brothers, auto-electricians. In 1930–1931 this Timaru firm opened a branch in Oxford Tce, 
Christchurch. Dad started with Young Bros in September 1922 - straight from Timaru Boys High 
School and transferred to the new branch on its opening. He worked a total of 33 years with Young 
Brothers before moving to Vesta Batteries (Tuam St, Christchurch) in 1955. He eventually retired at 
the close of 1966.  
The picture above was taken close to the mid-Canterbury foothills. The vehicle is a much travelled 
1916 Buick Model 45. Smaller wheels and heavier tyres were fitted. Note the arsenal of backseat 
firearms. The men were friends of Mick Rooney who took the photo. The middle gent is Doff 
Hutchinson but the names of the other two are unknown. Mick was a keen shooter and was an early 
enthusiast in the use of spotlighting with hand-held light and motorcycle batteries in wooden packs for 
easy mobility. Charging flat batteries or the repairs to such items were no problem to him!

December 1935, Hampden – 
Palmerston Road, close to Katiki Beach. 
Mick’s new bride, Mima Rooney (nee 
Kofoed) is photographed as the couple 
returned from their honeymoon. Neil is 
unsure of the car make.

Mick Rooney, 1930-31. The car 
is a mid-late ‘20s tourer of USA 
manufacture but unknown to many. 
Can anybody recognise its make? 
The photo was taken on the Waiau 
Ferry Bridge, North Canterbury with 
dad returning from a weekend of pig 
hunting to his digs in Christchurch.
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Honorary Life Member Andrew Anderson 
gave a thought provoking speech at this 
year’s AGM, see page 36. 

For a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
own this Bentley replica see marketplace 
page 46.
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This stunning 1937 Ford Woody features in our Behind the Wheels 
column, see page 28.  
Photo Bruce Hutton qsm, fpsnz.
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Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) and its 35 branches 
covering the length and breadth of the country. 
The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history. It is to these people, who 
appreciate the fascination of age, the individuality 
and the functional elegance of vehicles from a 
bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. By way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
reinforced rubber beads, which fit into the rolled 
edges of the wheel rim. This style of wheel was a 
distinctive feature of early motoring being used 
on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars and most 
motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ adopted 
the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly club 
magazine in March 1955 which was the successor 
to the monthly Guff Sheet.
Copyright Information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided that 
acknowledgement is made to “Beaded Wheels, 
the magazine of The Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (Inc)” as the source. Beaded Wheels 
reserves the right to digitally store all published 
material for archival purposes.
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president’s 
message

The Annual General Meeting and 
Executive meeting were held at the 
James Cook Hotel Wellington on 8/9 
August and I would like to thank the 
Wellington Branch for hosting such a 
well organised and enjoyable weekend of 
events. Wellington members met delegates 
at the airport and transported them to 
the James Cook hotel. A large agenda 
for the Friday night Executive meeting 
included discussion on a Club discipline 
paper I presented, and discussion on The 
Way Forward survey presented by Diane 
Quarrie. The Executive agreed to the 
North Island National Easter Rally being 
hosted the weekend before Easter 2015 by 
Wellsford/Warkworth Branch. Manawatu 
Branch will host the 2015 National 
Commercial Rally at Easter weekend. A 
notice of Motion for 2015 was advised 
by Leigh Craythorne intending to restrict 
the Executive membership to one delegate 
per branch. I advised the intention to 
introduce a Notice of Motion to clarify 
the discipline procedures in the constitu-
tion and rules of the club. I asked branches 
to consider hosting the 2021 International 
Festival of Motoring rally, and to prepare 
applications to host this event and 
submit them to National Office prior to 
the March Executive meeting 2015. The 
intention is to announce the successful 
venue at the AGM next year.

The highlight of the AGM was the 
speech delivered by our Founder member, 
Past President and Life Member Andrew 
Anderson. This is reproduced on pages 
36 and 37 and I commend it to you. 
Kevin Clarkson launched the updated 
website and advised that Gerry Savage 
edited and recorded a large number of club 
videos onto portable hard drives . The 
Management Committee has decided to 
provide one to each branch free of charge. 
Copies will be available to members 
through branch secretaries at a cost of 
approximately $100 each. A presenta-
tion on the 2016 International Festival 
of Motoring was made by Rally Director 
Nicola Wilkinson and Event Manager 
Aaron Joy. Rod Brayshaw gave a video 
presentation on Authentic Reproduction 
Vehicles and advised that the Technical 
Committee wishes to include this 
category in our constitution. Rod is to 
discuss this with the FIVA Technical 
Commission. All members of the 

as we see it

Idle Torque is the section of Beaded 
Wheels which informs members throughout 
the country of the important happenings 
in each branch. There is a 250 word limit 
for contributions from Branch Reporters 
or Idle Torque would become so huge that 
there would be much less room for other 
submissions. For example, in last issue 28 
branches contributed to Idle Torque and it 
took 13 pages out of a total of 64. That is 
20% of the magazine. 

That 250 word limit! What can I say? 
Some branches are quite good at sticking 
to it. Others are definitely not! We do 
remind Branch Reporters often about 
the word limit and what desirable subject 
matter is. This information can also 
be found in the Branch Manual which 
everyone has access to. In there can be 
found guidelines as to ideal content and 
even a list of things we do not wish to see. 
Where the word limit is exceeded then 
one or more of us has to go through the 
submission and pick out the important 
aspects raised and leave out what we would 
consider unimportant. As you may guess 
we could easily get it wrong. One wag said 
to me that we should just take the first 250 
words and drop off the rest. While that is 
the easy way out we are not going to ever 
do that, as inviting as that sounds.

As I write this 25 branches have sent 
in their Idle Torque contribution for this 
issue. Ten were at or only slightly above 
250 words. Of the remainder nine were 
between 250 and 400, four were between 
400 and 500 and two were over 500 and 
under 715. What this means to those 
errant 15 branches is that their contribu-
tion is shortened, hopefully with nothing 
important left out. How much better would 
it be for the Branch Reporter to decide 
what was important and write a shorter, 
more pertinent column which would also 
have the side benefit of leaving less work 
for us to do? 

In Soap Box this issue you will see 
that Bill Cockram has penned a thought 
provoking and possibly blood-pressure-
raising piece on the Idle Torque subject 
and I recommend you have a look at it.  
He has an interesting idea and we welcome 
feedback on the value or otherwise of Idle 
Torque to you and whether you think Bill’s 
idea would enhance Beaded Wheels.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

Management Committee were re-elected 
for another year. Congratulations to Ian 
and Fay Chamberlain of Wanganui, who 
were presented with the John L. Goddard 
Trophy. 

The Saturday night dinner was a 
very enjoyable evening, with each table 
being given a variety of vegetables, and 
instructed to create a vehicle out of them. 
I was amazed at the design talent we had 
within the room, as a variety of exciting 
vehicles were produced by the different 
tables. Some even had working lights. 
This was the highlight of the night, along 
with the presentation of 50 year badges to 
Murray Hislop, Michael Taylor, Bill Munro 
and Warren Corkin. On the Sunday, a 
large group of delegates were taken from 
the Wellington Branch clubrooms to 
the Southward Museum for a visit and a 
conducted tour of the Workshops by John 
Southward. I want to thank John for his 
generosity. We all appreciated this visit 
which was another highlight in a very 
successful weekend of events. For those 
of you who are looking for a challenging 
veteran project, I suggest you check out 
the rare vehicles put up for tender by the 
Southward Museum on page 47.

On a sad note, I wish to record the 
passing of Eoin Spence Young who was a 
member, and one of our foremost motoring 
journalists and author of several books, 
which many of you will own or have read. 
Eoin left New Zealand in the 1960s to 
join Bruce McLaren and was instrumental 
in the formation of the McLaren racing 
team and went on to spend his working 
life following the Formula 1 racing circuits 
around the world as a journalist. His 
knowledge of the international racing 
world and its personalities was immense 
and he will be mourned by many around 
the world. When we came up with the 
bold idea of inviting Nick Mason to be 
our special guest for the Wanganui 2012 
International Rally, Eoin picked up the 
phone and rang Nick to personally invite 
Nick and Annette and encourage them 
to accept the invitation. We are grateful 
for Eoin’s personal input in securing such 
a high profile and wonderful guest and 
writing a series of articles for Beaded 
Wheels about the Masons. Eoin will be 
sadly missed.

After 35 years Christine and I have sold 
our Totara Street house and are moving 
to a rural property near Rangiora with 
a very large barn to house the vehicles 
and assorted gear that goes with them, 
so a very busy month ahead of us. Rod 
Brayshaw and I will be attending the 
FIVA General Assembly in Budapest early 
November to address membership and 
technical changes proposed.

John Coomber
National President

4 Beaded Wheels



OCTOBER  
 4 Manawatu Swapmeet
 4-5 Otago Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally
 5 Northland Dawn Breakfast and 

Motorbike Run
 5 Wairarapa Club Run
 10-12 Canterbury Swapmeet
 12 Central Otago Sunday Run
 12 Wairarapa Bring a Friend Rally
 12 Wanganui Branch Run
 12 Wellington Heritage Rally
 18 King Country Journey Through Time
 18-19 Canterbury Girder Fork Motorcycle Rally
 18-19 Marlborough Biennial Rally and Swap Meet/

Boot Sale
 18 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 19 Ashburton Spring Rally
 19 Gore P60 Run
 19 Northland Dargaville Museum
 19 Taupo Posh Picnic
 19 Waikato Club Run
 19 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Sunday Run to Helensville
 21 Marlborough Sunday Picnic Run
 24-27 Hawke’s Bay Safari
 25-26 Auckland Hunua 100
 25-27 Sth Cant Mt Cook Rally
 26 Gisborne Club Run
 31  Banks Peninsula Wigram Revival Race Meet
 31 Marlborough Club Night

NOVEMBER  
 1–2  Banks Peninsula Wigram Revival Race Meet
 1 Canterbury Annual Veteran Rally
 1 Otago Taieri Tour
 1 Southland Commercial Rally

 1 Taranaki Potters Paddock
 1 Waikato Veteran Rally
 1 Wellington Annual Rally
 1-2 Northland Far North Tour
 2 Ashburton Post 60 / 80 Run
 2 Sth Cant Motorcycle Rally
 2 Northland Motorbike Run
 2 Southland 30th 100 Plus Run 

(Invercargill to Bluff )
 7-9 Gisborne Eastern Bay of Plenty Visit
 7-9 Sth Cant Safari Weekend
 8 Banks Peninsula Pomeroy Trophy
 8 Canterbury Annual Motorcycle Rally
 8 Southland Garage Sale
 8 Sth Otago 41st Clutha Rally
 9 Bay of Plenty Swap Meet
 9 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
 14-16 Banks Peninsula Monte Carlo Rally
 14-16 Canterbury Show Weekend Tour
 14-16 Nelson Top of the South Veteran and 

Motorcycle Rally
 14-16 Taupo Chairman’s Run
 15 Banks Peninsula 5th Monte Carlo Rally
 15-16 Southland Arrowtown Motorcycle Rally
 16 Central Otago Sunday Run Gibbston
 16 Gore Josephville Hill Climb
 16 Hawke’s Bay Homestead Run
 16 Sth Cant Vet / Vin / Commercial Rally
 16 Waikato Swap Meet
 16 Wanganui Gymkhana, blue smoke and 

pedals
 16 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Sunday Run to Kaukapakapa
 21-23 Auckland Motorcycle Rally & Swapmeet
 21 Waimate End of Year Dinner
 22 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
 22 Otago Commercial/Veteran Rally
 22 Sth Cant Night Trial
 22 Southland Hokonui Hill Climb 
 23 Banks Peninsula Hawkeswood Sprint
 23 Marlborough Sunday Run Picnic
 23 North Shore Car Show & Swapmeet

 23 Sth Otago Waihola Yacht Club Opening 
Day

 28 Marlborough Club Night
 29 Horowhenua Branch Christmas Dinner
 29-30 Wairarapa Gold Medal Motorcycle Trial
 30 Canterbury Homestead Run
 30 Gisborne Club Run
 30 Hawke’s Bay Childrens Christmas Party
 30 Sth Waikato TTT Rally
 30 Waikato Club Run

DECEMBER  
 5-6 Southland 60th Southland Anniversary 

Rally and Dinner
 6 Gore Diggers Run
 6 Northland Christmas Function
 7 Ashburton Posh Picnic Veteran and 

Vintage Run & Christmas Tea
 7 Auckland Annual Gymnic
 7 Nth Otago Winsor Rally
 7 Taupo Christmas Dinner
 13 Waikato Christmas Social
 13-19 Ashburton Oakley trip - French 

Connection
 14 Central Otago Sunday Run
 14 Gisborne Club Captain’s Wing Ding
 14 Northland Christmas Function and 

Gymkhana
 14 Taupo Picnic Run
 14 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 14 Wanganui Picnic at Basin Reserve

JANUARy  
 1 Ashburton New Year’s Day Run and BBQ
 1  Banks Peninsula Little River Picnic 
 1 Sth Cant New Year’s Day Parade
 2 Marlborough Harris Batch Run
 10 Far North Autospectacular
 11 Sth Cant Ladies Run
 17 Sth Cant Open Day
 18 Otago Jackson Rally
 18 Wanganui Burma Rally 
 24 Otago Dunedin Brighton Run

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS

VCC National Events
29-31 January 2015 National Veteran Rally
13–20 March 2015  SI Club Captain’s Tour
27-30 March  NI (Weekend Before) Easter Rally
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Triumph Dolomite Owners
I am an expat Kiwi who lives in 

Maroochydore, Queensland, and the 
photo is of my 1938 Triumph Dolomite  
sports saloon. I am aware of only about two 
others in Australia, and only one of those 
has a six cylinder motor as does mine. I 
wish to make contact with other owners 
in New Zealand, because for whatever 
reason there seem to be others there. In 
fact in Beaded Wheels 327 there is on page 
55 a photograph of a beautiful Triumph 
roadster, which appears to be a 1938 model 
owned by a Manawatu member.

I also have been told of one being 
sighted in Papanui, Christchurch on two 
occasions.

I would appreciate contact from any 
owners or readers who are aware of other 
examples.

My Triumph has never been restored 
and is I am told, the only one in the world 
which remains in operating condition. 

My compliments on the wonderful 
magazine. 

Tony Milligan
tmilligan92@gmail.com
10 B Trafalgar towers,
120 Duporth Avenue
Maroochydore QLD 4558.

Local Motorsport History to Feature
The history of motor sport in Ellesmere 

will be on display at the Ellesmere A&P 
association’s annual show at Leeston 
showgrounds, Saturday 18 October 2014. 
The Farmlands feature tent will host a 
rich history of local success dating from 
the 1950s through to the present day.

A small group of motor enthusiasts 
including Les Sloan, Trevor Smith, Brian 
Reid and Russell Liddell have teamed up 
to organise the display which will include 
all aspects of motor sport in the area.

The history has been recorded in 
the 1985 publication Flat to the Boards 
a history of motor cars sports from 
1901-1940. The book states that on 16  
December, 1901 the Ellesmere Athletic 
and Cycling Club held a meeting at the 
Leeston recreation ground and organised 
a motor race. There was a special train 
to convey spectators from Christchurch 
to witness the scheduled four mile auto 
handicap event. Few details were recorded. 

mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or refuse 
publication of any item  submitted as comment. The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the 
publishers. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.national  

office news

Julie Cairns 
National Office Manager

VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 
PO Box 2546,  
Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  
email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nz

National Annual General Meeting/ 
Branch Office details and calendar 
of events

Members, please find enclosed a copy 
of the AGM minutes, branch office details 
and calendar of events. During the AGM 
weekend the executive meeting was held. 
A copy of these minutes is held by your 
branch secretary. 

10 yearly renewal of Vehicle ID Cards 
Three months prior to expiry National 

Office will send out a renewal advice. 
When you receive the renewal advice 
please check the details are correct and if 
the vehicle’s appearance has not changed 
from the original Vehicle Identity Card, 
forward your expired Vehicle Identity Card 
and the signed renewal notice to your 
branch for completion. Please remember, 
these must go to your branch for signing 
off.

If you do not enclose the expired 
Vehicle Identity Card, or if the vehicle’s 
appearance has changed, you must send 
two identical photos of the vehicle as it 
now looks.

Please return your renewal advice as 
early as possible. The earlier you send it 
in, the sooner you will receive the updated 
one.

Historic Race Licence
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that this has not expired. To renew 
your Licence please forward $23 along 
with your VCC HRL number or old HRL 
card to National Office.

Membership Lists
All branches will be forwarded a 

printed copy and computer copy of the 
Club’s membership list. Should you wish 
to look at this, please contact your Branch 
secretary.

However the wet day event was easily won 
by A Lowry’s motor bicycle from scratch. 
James’ motor quad from 150 yards was 
second while Oates’ from 840 yards retired 
after one lap.

Press reports confirm that on 13  
November, 1901 at Lancaster Park in 
Christchurch, the Pioneer Bicycle and 
Athletic Club staged a race for motor 
vehicles – the first such contest in 
Australasia. Ten days later a second race 
was held. Therefore the Leeston race is 
understood to be the third motor event 
ever held in New Zealand.

Recent research to date has indicated 
that few or any organised events were held 
prior to and during the war and depres-
sion years. Since then there has been 
virtually non-stop activity in many forms, 
ranging from motorboat racing, motor-
cycle, go-karts, plus many aspects of car 
competition events including trials, rallies 
gymkhanas, grass track racing, sprint 
meetings and speedway racing.

Included in the wide ranging display 
will be the Southbridge Road Race 
meetings held in 1957 with two meetings 
held during the year. These car racing 
events drew the cream of New Zealand’s 
racing drivers to the local circuit and 
were recognised as major events on the 
New Zealand racing calendar. Some 
30 years later the street of Southbridge 
experienced motorcycle, go-kart and 
Vintage/classic car racing events.

The Doyleston Park Speedway is also 
to be highlighted. Many other aspects of 
motor sport in the area are scheduled for 
display and should appeal to all petrol-
heads both local and further afield.

If you have information of relevant 
interest to the display contact Trevor 
Smith, phone 324 2445.

Brian Reid

The effectiveness of Beaded Wheels 
Marketplace

Because I am downsizing collections of 
vehicles and bits and pieces accumulated 

Interested in joining the 
Vintage Car Club? 

Visit www.vcc.org.nz to download 
membership application forms or contact 
your local branch directly for application 

forms and details. See page 2.
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over many years I have taken advantage 
of the free advertising offered to members 
in Beaded Wheels. In current times where 
there are lots of ways of selling things I 
wish to state that without doubt I have 
found it most effective to place advertise-
ments in our magazine. I have been most 
successful in disposing of vehicles and 
various items. On one occasion I had even 
arranged to forward an item before I had 
received my copy of the magazine.

I was surprised in that I was able to part 
with items advertised to date, sometimes 
with hopeful purchasers still enquiring 
months after the advertisement appeared.

Thank you for this wonderful facility.
Hec Browett

Model A raceabout history.

I am hoping some of your readers will 
be able to help me find out more about the 
history of this 1929 Model A raceabout.

I bought it recently from Bruce Collins 
of Palmerston North and have managed 
to trace it back to the early 1980s when 
it was raced at Ohakea by Ian Ferry but 
know very little about it before that. 

It had “Driver W. Inter. Mechanic L. 
Inter” painted on the side and Bruce tells 
me he thinks it was raced at Ohakea in 
the early ‘60s.

I would love to know who built the 
body and what style of Model A it was 
originally.

Any other info or photos from its early 
history would be very much appreciated.

In the early days it did not have a 
windscreen or rag top and had different 
wheels.

Ken James.
kenjames@paradise.net.nz
Phone 021 2225086.

More Information 
Regarding the photo on the inside of 

Issue 328 June/July 2014. The captions 
refer to Harry McRay’s fleet where in fact 
it is my grandfather’s fleet. Joseph Henry 
McKay known as Harry owned this fleet. 

Left to Right In the front is a Reo 
Jack Geeves and Harry McKay (Owner), 
Graham Bros truck young boy Wilfred 
with Jack Maxwell, Graham Bros truck 

mailbag

Fred McKay (fourth son of Harry), Dodge 
truck Harvey Michelle, Dodge truck Jack 
McKay (first son of Harry), Leyland truck 
Fred Cole and on the end a Rugby car.

This was a fleet used for general 
cartage in the 1930s and 1940s based in 
Caversham Dunedin. In around 1941 the 
fleet (not sure how many trucks this was 
at that stage) was requisitioned by the 
New Zealand Government for the war 
effort. Harry was given a pension as well 
as a job on the New Zealand railways until 
his retirement. He died in 1961 at the age 
of 82. He had 11 children and there is 
still a daughter in her 90s living with her  
husband in Dunedin. 

E M Malone
Manawatu Area.

Motorcycling Memories

The article The Golden Years, 
Henderson and Ace Motorcycles had me 
searching through old family albums for 
photos of my father, Edgar Faber, with his 
motorbike that I recalled as being a big 
machine. Now, with the benefit of that 
excellent article, I am able to establish 
that this was indeed an Ace. 

Dad owned the bike when he was a  
young man living in Wellington in the 
1920s. The photo shows that attached to 
the bike was a sidecar in which his sister, 
my aunt is sitting. I remember family talks 
about dad taking his mother for a ride in 
the sidecar. On one occasion he rounded a 
right-hand bend a bit fast, resulting in the 
sidecar wheel leaving the ground, earning 
him a stern reprimand from his mother.

Just why my father chose such a 
pedigree machine is a mystery to me 
because I didn’t consider him to be 
mechanically minded, usually choosing 
what I considered rather dull makes of 
motor cars. As he owned the Ace before 
his marriage in 1926, perhaps he may have 

had a period of letting his hair down in an 
appropriate way!

Peter G Faber

Sparking Memories
Thank you for the memories of the 

13th International Rally. It was my first 
and only big one with my newly rebuilt 
1931 Ariel Sloper.

I have memories of all manner of 
adventures; among them a mistake that 
had me allocated a motel with three ladies 
at Nelson! Unfortunately they didn’t see it 
as a good idea and I ended up with a store 
shed on my own.

The latest edition deals quite a bit with 
the great relay race, which was as you 
rightly say a lot of fun and amazingly free 
of incidents when you consider the mix of 
machinery out there playing racers in the 
dark and so many of us relying on Uncle 
Joe Lucas’s glow worms.

Myself I drew the just pre-dawn patrol 
and I recall being concerned about the 
tiny cigarette-end like glow of my tailight. 
The headlamp wasn’t such a concern as I 
was only willing to do 45 mph. What did 
concern me was that the huge umpteen 
litre Renault was out there as well as 
other big fast cars, all big enough to crush 
me. As it turned out the dawn was just 
breaking when I came in to hand over the 
sash and I had enjoyed myself. 

It was mentioned that only two 
competitors refused to ‘race’ and one did 
however turn up. I think it only was fair 
to point out the one who didn’t race was 
the Radcliff’s huge early removals lorry 
from England. His reasoning was that 
apart from being a giant 25 mph lumbering 
roadblock it would mean re-lining his 
inadequate rear wheels only brakes yet 
again.

Because he refused to do the relay race 
the committee refused to give them a 
rally plaque. This went down like a lead 
balloon with a lot of the competitors and I 
know these popular entrants were donated 
plaques by others who had protested on 
their behalf.

Derek Upton

Attracting youth
Younger people’s interest in Vintage 

cars, as has been pointed out, is really 
not a problem as is witnessed by interest 
shown when either one or a gathering of 
old cars hits the road. Unfortunately, as 
has been suggested, older folk with older 
cars tend to let them stagnate in sheds 
as they no longer feel up to driving them 
or are terrified to drive them in modern 
traffic. The latter is well founded as people 
driving modern vehicles are usually in a 



hurry to go nowhere and do not give due 
consideration to older and slower cars. Of 
course there are the pig-headed drivers of 
older cars are also inconsiderate of other 
road users.

Putting all of that behind, the main 
reason for this letter is to share my own 
experience with my three grandkids aged 
ten, eight and seven. My older grandson 
was really excited to ride in Ernie, my 1923 
Model T roadster, travelling to an old folks 
home that had asked for Vintage cars to 
attend a function. He was highly impressed 
at the attention that the car received as 
we travelled to and from the event. He 
was somewhat concerned that his father’s 
Valiant Charger was reluctant to start at 
the conclusion of the gathering. It started 
eventually, with quite some coaxing. The 
trouble was that it hadn’t been driven 
for some time before the outing. He was 
also bemused at an old dear who came 
up to us as Ernie started readily and said, 
in relation to the Valiant’s reluctance to 
start, “Oh, the old cars are more reliable!”

This young fellow is following in his 
father’s midget race car treadmarks as 
he drives a quarter midget at Western 
Springs, so his car interests cover both 
sides of the spectrum.

Ernie suffered a major setback a year 
ago when a lass pulled out in front of 
him at a compulsory stop and it has just 
recently become roadworthy again. The 
eight year old boy was on hand when Ernie 
had his post repair maiden run and asked 
to go with me. His seven year old sister 
was dirty on it as she didn’t ask to come 
and gave her folks earache accordingly. 
The grandchildren were to overnight with 
us the next day so my daughter asked if 
I could collect them in Ernie. I did and 
they were ecstatic, especially when other 
motorists tooted and waved at us. 

As has been said recently, generally 
youngsters are interested in older vehicles 
and only need the opportunity to become 
involved with them. It follows that if older 
folk with unused older cars would consider 
teaching their offspring, or a younger 
friend, how to drive these vehicles and 
make it a regular occurrence (before they 
quit this planet), the problem of shrinking 
membership would be addressed.

I have mentioned to my two sons about 
learning to drive Ernie but the combina-
tion of its quirkiness, modern traffic and 
the not so wonderful brakes of a Model 
T Ford are proving somewhat daunting to 
them.

Jim McCutcheon 

mailbag

we can make custom rings for most
cars, trucks & smaLL engines

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

Under the new 
ownership of

Pukekohe

new ZeaLand’s Largest range of piston rings for Vintage cars

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: enquiries@fesltd.co.nz
129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Auckland 2120

PISTON RINGS
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you’re an apathetic lot out there in 
VCC land! 

Your Beaded Wheels Committee created 
a new forum for you to vent your spleen 
on whatever irks or delights you and the 
result has been zero. Chris Field wrote 
the first, I wrote the second, the last issue 
drew a blank and now I’m moaning at you 
again. That’s not a representation of the 
membership.

Those of you who read my first Soapbox 
will recall I mused on the pointlessness of 
worrying about an ageing membership. I 
optimistically reasoned we might be stabi-
lising round a reliable core number and 
that all would be well if we use our cars 
to the max with the grandkids behind 
the wheel, tickled pink by the envy of 
their mates. Well if the apathy to put pen 
to paper is symptomatic of the rest of the 
wider approach to the life of our club, then 
clearly my optimism about its continued 
vigour is misplaced. We’re terminal.

I’ve completed five years observing 
Beaded Wheels from inside its production. 
It is no exaggeration to say the generally 
high regard in which it is held hangs on 
the selfless efforts of a relatively small 
number of regulars who contribute, and 
columnists who hit their deadline reliably 
and imaginatively even when there may be 

a column for those who like to stir 
the pot…just a little

  

soapbox
Contributed by Bill Cockram

Contributions are really very welcome to  
the soapbox.  

Email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

things more important than old motoring 
at that time in their lives.

We call ourselves the Editorial 
Committee, but that’s a misnomer. We are 
a proof reading and re-write committee. 
Editorial implies much planning and 
executive decisions. It suggests we select 
which articles to run from the flood that 
pours in. But there is no flood. We in fact 
run pretty well everything we receive. Sure 
… we may rewrite parts, put punctuation 
where there is none (or too much) and 
clarify where there is confusion. But we 
endeavour as far as is possible to maintain 
what the author has laboured to supply in 
the style in which she or he has chosen 
to write. It is rare indeed for us to be 
defeated by an incomprehensible contribu-
tion, though I would be misleading you if 
I implied everything you read has come to 
us in Pulitzer Prize prose! 

Assuming you are now all shamed into 
a resolution to contribute something to 
Beaded Wheels to make it an even more 
successful magazine than it is, I come now 
to my suggestion for making it better. I 
wish to suggest it’s time to expunge “Idle 
Torque” from the pages.

Shock, Horror! But stay with me...
I received my first issue of Beaded 

Wheels in August 1974. Idle Torque was 
then called Branch Notes. There were 
just fourteen branches. There are now 
more than double that. Branch Notes were 
intended to keep all of us in touch with 
the motoring goings-on, restorations and 
Vintage news from regions beyond our 
own. Idle Torque continues that tradition, 
but because of its scatter-gun nature and 
the wildly variable approaches brought by 

branches to the task, Idle Torque has a 
stultifying sameness in each issue. Because 
branches often combine runs, parallel 
reports of a shared event are often repeated 
by two or three branches. I can assure you 
that by the time you’ve proof-read your 
way through thirty or so reports of ‘picnic 
runs with lovely food’, with ‘beautiful 
vistas’ and ‘wonderful-camaraderie-and-
fellowship-and good-time-had-by-all’ (but 
little of substance), it’s very definitely the 
verge of wrist-slitting time! Yes, I know as 
committee members we shouldn’t moan if 
we’ve volunteered for the Beaded Wheels 
job. But be honest; hands up those of you 
who actually read Idle Torque from start to 
finish? At times Idle Torque has occupied 
nearly a quarter of the available space 
in some editions. Idle Torque has largely 
become just ‘idle talk.’

So here’s my five bob’s worth: ditch idle 
torque and replace it with a requirement 
that branches have a specific responsibility 
for supplying at least one major contribu-
tion of motoring interest on a rotational 
basis. Not just an individual’s normal 
restoration article, but something of major 
local importance the branch wishes to 
promote to the national membership of 
the club. With thirty-odd branches and 
only six Beaded Wheels magazines a year, 
once every five years to supply something 
really interesting, considered and worth-
while doesn’t sound too onerous a task 
to me. The true place for reports of the 
Idle Torque type is surely at the branch 
magazine level, where I suspect most 
of them already find a place in barely 
altered form, and where the local street 
names, the picnic venues and in-jokes at 
the expense of regional personalities have 
some meaning.

And consider this. In 50 years time, 
assuming the world is still motoring, it 
will be to Beaded Wheels that interested 
enquirers and historians will turn for a 
comprehensive record of what mattered 
to us. Endless overlapping repeats of 
picnic runs, the weather and views of the 
countryside will interest them not one 
jot. This is why it is important that all 
branches regard what they send to Beaded 
Wheels as a major responsibility. It is our 
journal of record. When the people are 
gone, what is written is what will endure. 
We owe it to them to get it right and give 
them the best.

Go on … say something, if only to shut 
me up !

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING  

ENGINEER ltd

6 RD 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707
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Dates for the Festival
The Festival starts on Friday 15 January 

2016 and finishes on Sunday 24 January 
2016. 

Website
The website is now live and is the 

go to place for all information regarding 
the festival. The website address is www.
historicmotoring.co.nz and can also be 
found via the VCC New Zealand website. 

Facebook
Our Facebook page – International 

Festival of Historic Motoring – Dunedin 
was launched at the AGM in Wellington 
and within 24 hours received 18 likes. This 
will be updated regularly with snippets 
regarding Dunedin and the festival. 

Festival Office
Susie Townshend from AJ Events is 

based full time in the office and is happy 
to answer any queries you may have. 
Susie can be contacted via the “contact 
us” section on the website or by email 
admin@historicmotoring.co.nz .

Registration 
The registration form is currently being 

worked on and will be included in the 
December/January issue of Beaded Wheels. 

Accommodation
The Dunedin i-Site is available to help 

with accommodation queries as they will 
be able to help you find suitable accom-
modation and can also recommend 
alternatives. They can be contacted via 
visitor.centre@dcc.govt.nz. We understand 
that some entrants may have incurred 
issues when trying to confirm bookings 
and we have met with the i-Site to try and 
rectify these. Please be aware that most 
accommodation providers will not be able 
to confirm their prices until 12 months out 
from the rally. However please let Susie 
know if you have any problems trying to 
book suitable accommodation so she can 
follow up. The i-Site has also advised that 
the cheapest option for paying the deposit 
is via a credit card. They operate via a 

secure payment system and do not keep a 
record of your card number. 

Pomeroy
Due to the closest suitable circuit being 

approximately 200kms from Dunedin the 
Pomeroy will be held just prior to regis-
tration. We are still finalising the details 
with the venue and will advise details as 
they are available.

Request for vehicles
We are wanting to compile a database 

of members with vehicles that they are 
willing to lend to overseas entrants. 
Please contact Susie via email if you have 
vehicles available. We have received the 
following requests from overseas entrants 
looking for vehicles. 

Philip and Aileen Stockdale
Email: papastockdale@iinet.net.au
Vehicles owned: 1951 Daimler Consort, 
1962 Daimler SP250 V8, 1926 Austin 12 
Tourer, 1910 Deasy. Previously owned 1913 
T Model Ford, 1965 Hillman Imp, 1971 
Daimler Sovereign. Member Daimler Car 
Club. 
Preference: Vintage or Post Vintage vehicle.
Terry and Angie Duke
Email: taduke@westnet.com.au  
Vehicles owned 1957 Vauxhall Velox, 1974 
Triumph Stag, 1976 Rover P6B. Member of 
Vauxhall Owners Club, Triumph Car Club, 
Veteran Car Club of WA 
Preference: any ‘50s-‘70s Aust/Brit/ Yank 
car, would love to drive an American ‘50s 
“barge”
Nevis and Jill Dowding
Email:  nev.jill@bigpond.com 
Vehicles owned 1946 Jaguar 2.5, 1963 
Sunbeam Alpine, 1913 Napier. Do not 
have a truck license. Member of Veteran 
Car Club of WA. 
Preference: Any vehicle Vintage onwards, 
preferably South Island.
Tom Saggers/Lyle Metcalf
Email:  saggers@iinet.net.au  
Vehicles owned: 1910 Daracq, 1926 Rover, 
1930 Oakland, 1934 Daimler Limousine, 
1948 Daimler DB18, 1949 Daimler Barker 

Special sports, 1955 Daimler Conquest 
roadster, 1956 Daimler Conquest New 
DHC, 1953 International AL110 ute. 
Member of the Veteran Car Club of WA, 
Daimler Car Club. 
Preference: any vehicle.
Murray and Theresa Lizatovich
Email: tlizatov@bigpond.net.au 
Vehicles owned 1935 Buick, 1968 Buick 
Skylark, 1968 Corvette, MGB. Member 
of Veteran Car Club of WA (Inc), Buick 
Club of WA. 
Preference: any vehicle.
Ian and Sharon Stratton 
Email: ian_stratton@yahoo.com
Vehicles owned: 1940 Oldsmobile 1939 
Vauxhall, Member of Veteran Car Club 
of WA. 
Preference: Four seater if available as may 
have another couple with us.

Nicola Wilkinson 
Rally Director 2016

2016 Vero 
International Festival of Historic motoring 

Rally Update

 www.historicmotoring.co.nz

15 – 24 JANUARY 2016 
DUNEDIN

NEW ZEALAND

the wheels 
are coming!

Friday 15 January – Sunday 24 January  2016      •      www.historicmotoring.co.nz      •      admin@historicmotoring.co.nz

10 Beaded Wheels



Words Grant Hitchings  

the way we were

Bob Burns and Russell Wright
Donated to archives earlier this year was 

an old brown school case which, with its 
contents had been gifted to the Vintage 
Car Club Archive by Allister McLaren of 
Ashburton. 

In July 1955 the world land speed records 
for a motorcycle, and for a motorcycle with 
sidecar were broken by Russell Wright 
(solo) and Bob Burns (three wheeler). 
Evidently Bob must have been fastidious 
about keeping records and news clippings, 
for many of these and other memorabilia 
relating to the speed attempts filled the 
case. There was also a large number of 
interesting photographs and even two 
menus from the luxury hotel where Bob and 
his family stayed while in England visiting 
his motorcycle contacts and sponsors after 
the record successes. With Bob’s death the 
case and contents were given to Allister 
who passed them on to our Club.

I found the most fascinating item in the 
case was a 107 page booklet. About 1970 it 
seems that Bob’s health made him decide to 
quit motorcycling and he compiled a record 
of his life history as told in this booklet. 
It is certainly informative. Bob Burns was 
a similar type to the ‘Fastest Indian’ Burt 
Munro, Bob doing his own mechanical 
work and tuning, and undertaking speed 
attempts; even travelling to America to try 
for a speed record on the famous Bonneville 
Salt Flats.

Bob was born and raised in Scotland 
starting work at age 14 as a mechanic-
designer in a large hosiery and tweed mill 
in Edinburgh. This was in 1926. A year 
later he purchased his first motorcycle and 

this led him into competitive motorcycling. 
In 1947 he and his family emigrated to 
New Zealand to be with his sister who had 
arrived here earlier.

He mentions that during a stopover 
in Melbourne he saw sidecar racing 
at a speedway for the first time which 
thrilled him so much that after settling 
in Christchurch he introduced it at the 
Christchurch Speedway.

The motorcycle the pair used for the 
speed attempts was a Vincent Black 
Lightning, a vee twin of 1000 cc capacity 
that was owned by Russell Wright. When 
I started work in the mid-1950s it was not 
uncommon to see these machines and their 
smaller half-size brothers in everday use. 
The larger one was (to me) a fearsome, 
brutal looking machine with two large 
exhausts twisting around the two very 
large cylinders. Its tuning and preparation 
for the record attempts was mainly done 
by Bob himself although there were other 
mechanics involved too.

Like the ‘Fastest Indian’ motorcycle of 
the legendary Burt Munro, Bob’s Vincent 
too had an aluminium shell purpose-built 
for it.

The records were established on the 
morning of Saturday 2 July 1955 on the 
bitumen-surfaced Tram Road about 18 miles 
north east of Christchurch. At the time the 
area was flat and featureless, the road dead 
straight and flat with officials stationed at 
each farm gateway in case some cocky let a 
mob of sheep out during a run.

Russell Wright was the first to attempt 
a record speed and his two runs averaged 
out at 185.15 mph. After this the third 
wheel was attached and with Bob Burns 
astride the combination achieved a speed of 
163.06 mph. 

Further details of the pair’s speed 
attempts and their time at the Bonneville 
Salt Flats are fully covered in Bob’s booklet 
which is in Archives. An early video is also 
available on YouTube just search “Vincent 
Black Lightning Land Speed Record”   BW

Wright at speed during the record attempt on Tram Road near Christchurch, South Island.

100 yEARS AGO

1914 – In Wellington the use of motorcycle 
and sidecar combinations for commercial 
work was developing now the motorcycle 
had reached a state of perfection. It was 
touted as being much cheaper to run than a 
horse-drawn vehicle and much quicker. 
Box cars were used for light deliveries, 
tradesmen’s tools and postal services. 
In Simla, India, 20 had been ordered by 
the Post Office. In battle the sidecars 
were carrying signalling equipment, field 
telephones, telegraphs, light machine guns 
and stretchers. Ex Ford parts makers John 
and Horace Dodge launched their new car.

75 yEARS AGO

1939 – Twenty new traffic officers were 
being appointed for the duration of the 1940 
Centennial Exhibition. All had been trained 
in traffic regulations, by-laws concerning the 
control of traffic and hand signals. After 
passing an examination they were allotted an 
intersection and given control of the traffic.  
 

50 yEARS AGO

1964 – Ringo Starr bought one off the 1964 
Earls Court Motor Show stand. Rob Walker 
owned one. Stirling Moss liked his so much 
he drove it from one race to another rather 
than fly. Danny Kaye, Frank Sinatra and 
Pablo Picasso owned one. Very impres-
sive, but not enough to save Facel Vega 
after being crippled by warranty costs for 
the Facellia’s fragile engine breakdowns.  
After making around 2,900 cars, France’s 
last Grand Routier finally succumbed in 
November 1964.

30 yEARS AGO

1984 – Various UK Ford Sierras were filling 
gaps left by the absence of a station wagon 
in the Telstar line up. Impressing road 
testers this month was the luxury Sierra 
Ghia wagon. Fully equipped with a stereo, 
sliding moon roof, fog lamps, trip computer, 
electric windows, central locking and power 
steering. Switching on the ignition sparked 
a blaze of colour with ice warning lights, 
door ajar lights and bulb failure check lights 
all briefly flashing. All part of the futuristic 
image only spoilt by the ageing two litre ohc 
Cortina engine.

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by 
Graeme Rice

timelines
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initials. De Luxe buyers could have three 
initials engraved but just one initial for 
the standard model. Dealers carried an 
assortment of spares in attractive counter 
displays but not the name plates which 
were factory only. Personalising the name 
plate with branding other than the Boyce 
standard became very popular. By the 
mid-20s more than 300 companies, clubs, 
lodges, AAA and other assorted logos were 
available. At this time Motometer was a 
standard equipment option on over 200 
makes of cars, trucks, boats, tractors and 
aircraft. Many manufacturers had multiple 
variations made over the years. Some 
examples: Cadillac (5), Hupmobile (9), 
Nash (8), Oakland (6), Paige (8). Some 
of these name plates (also called backing 
plates by Motometer) were miniature 
works of art. Artwork was done by the 
company’s graphic designers at 3:1 scale. 
Their initials appear on the back of the 
drawings but only the top four: Schoeler, 

Ozwick, Lecke and Carl, were allowed a 
full signature. Date, job, supervisor and 
die numbers were hand stamped in purple 
ink before the drawing was scaled down 
and transferred to a zinc die. A significant 
collection of these artworks survive and 
they have been offered for sale at a quite 
breath-taking sum.

The trend for car manufacturer 
branding on the Motometer started 
with Godin (French) followed closely by 
Henderson, Jeffery and Moline-Knight, all 
in 1914. HAL Twelve, Martin and Regal 
in 1915, Saxon, Dorris and Drummond in 
1916 as the fashion gathered momentum. 
The most difficult Motometer to find today 
may be the 1923 Commander as only one 
car was built, but dies were done for cars 
that never eventuated, the confident new 
executives getting their priorities wrong. 
It would seem the last design was drawn 
in March 1929 for the Defiance truck 

The 
Mascot  
Story
Part V   

Kevin Casey

The Boyce Motometer patent 
pending was granted on 13 May 
1913 but the actual filing date is 

murky; there is an 18 October 1913 patent 
for the housing but the original patent for 
the whole concept has not been found. 
Presumably it was before the first written 
reference appeared in The Automobile on 
8 August 1912. As the hastily incorporated 
Motometer Co. did not have production 
facilities, the Taylor Instrument Co (still 
extant as Taylor Precision Products in 
Rochester N.Y.) was selected by George 
Townsend to perform initial manufacture 
until Motometer established their own 
factory in January 1917. At first only one 
model, retailing at $10, was available. It 
was slimmer than later types, made of 
die-cast pot metal painted black with 
either nickeled or gilded brass rims. Unlike 
later models it used an actual temperature 
scale with two arrows indicating normal 
running at 180°F in the viewing aperture 
centre. It was stamped Taylor Instrument 
Companies as manufacturer and Boyce 
MotoMeter as the trade mark. The 
company name, in literature and on the 
gauge, is usually one word but sometimes 
appears as two words, with or without 
hyphen as does the trade mark. Both 
forms are often on the same gauge; one 
1922 advertisement contained Motometer, 
Moto-Meter and Moto Meter! Rather than 
slip from one version to another I have 
stuck to one word for the sake of conveni-
ence.

A “Free Name Plate” postcard addressed 
to Motometer Co came with every De 
Luxe or Standard model. It entitled 
the purchaser to a special etched name 
plate from the available range, or your 

Original face plate artwork by Schoeler, 27 May 1924.Original face plate artwork

What better accessory to improve the driver’s 
view of his Motometer at night than a whimsical 
owl?  Moto Glow Co later made their own 
temperature gauge in the form of a complete owl’s 
head. 

Philandering led to an expensive divorce in 1922,  

costing one mansion and $2,000 per month alimony 
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while the 1929 Roosevelt is thought to 
be the last American maker to offer the 
Motometer as a standard factory option.

The Motometer was a nifty instru-
ment, always in the driver’s line of sight, 
robust, no moving parts, modestly priced 
and easily fitted but it did have drawbacks. 
They were frequently stolen and, although 
devices were marketed to prevent that, 
the majority of motorists probably found 
them too expensive. One such anti-theft 
invention was a locking dog bone cap, 
in several forms, patented in 1925 by the 
company principals, Herman Schlaich 
and George Townsend. We call them 
“dog bone” but in their day the term was 
“bar cap”. The Schlaich Locking Cap, 
manufactured by J C Adams Sales Co in 
New York, became very popular. Adaptors 
and parts, such as red and green jewels at 
70c a pair, were widely available, the cap 
itself ranging from $4.90 to $8. 

The true Achilles’ 
heel of the Motormeter 
was not its vulnerability 
to theft or damage, 
it was the difficulty of 
reading it in bad weather 
and, particularly, at 
night. Factory literature 
termed the flat glass 
faces with their narrow 
bevelled edges, magni-
fying crystals which 
they certainly are not. It 
was not until 1927 that 
the glass face measured 
up to hyperbole when 
a magnifying convex 
“bubble” sprouted in 
front of the viewing 
aperture, and then 
only on some models. 
This small aperture 
in the front-mounted 

name plate disc ensured that only the 
important part of the thermometer was 
illuminated by daylight or, at night, by the 
headlights’ side glow – negated somewhat 
by cowl-mounted park lights and spotlight. 
Boyce patented a number of inventions 
to improve the Motometer’s visibility at 
night. One method was to fit a dull-white 
painted wire screen between thermometer 
and plate to enhance the light. Another 
(in 1917) involved wheel cutting a series of 
small horizontal prisms on the inside face 
of the front glass to expand the light in 
the way a reflector does. Boyce invented 
a nickel-plated box-shaped light that was 
centrally mounted on top of the cowl. A 
narrow beam was projected forward onto 
the Motometer through a bull’s-eye lens 
while red and green lights shone to the 
side. An acorn on top could be removed 
to mount a mascot. This lamp sold for 
$3.50 and is now very rare. Just as rare is 
Essandee Company’s Glo Lite (1923), a 

nickel-plated brass housing that attaches 
to the front of the Motometer, its white 
light, switched from the dash, illuminating 
to the front and rear, red and green jewels 
to the side. They dubbed them “right-
of-way signals” while others called them 
courtesy crossing lights; presumably to 
inform another motorist at an intersection 
on whether he was about to T-bone you 
on the port or starboard side! An even 
rarer version by Never Out Co uses a blue 
front lens. Irving Floring Co produced the 
front-mounted Moto Glow light in two 
sizes, shaped as a quite realistic owl’s head, 
complete with large jewelled green, red, 
blue or amber eyes and the usual crossing 
lights. Other manufacturers such as Gide 
Lite and Motolite joined the fray with 
cylindrical lights, miniature coach lamps, 
lighthouses and many other ingenious 
designs. In 1924 Henry Weathers patented 
a curved reflector system that mounted 
inside the Motometer to concentrate the 
light onto the thermometer.

Another approach by Boyce, in 1916, 
was a light fitted inside a housing extended 
at the top. The same patent covered an 
exterior light that projected its beam 
upward from a cranked bracket between 
meter and cap. A light that mounted on 
the front of the Motometer was a third 
type protected by the same patent. It was 
probably the simplest and most effective of 
all. A rather interesting lighting arrange-
ment from Boyce emerged in 1923. This 
light also attached to the front by the 
four rim screws but it utilised a neon 
tube giving a continuous subdued glow 
at speed when the neon gas was excited 
by a suitable electric potential differ-
ence obtained from a sparkplug. Another 
version mounted vertically inside, next to 
the thermometer. I wonder if this system 
ever got off the drawing board. Motor 
Age, in August 1921, carried an advertise-
ment for the “Boyce Motometer Light and 

Right: Driver’s view at night

Ornate Radio model Boyce 
Motometer (1926).

Patent design by Irving Florman Co., June 29 1925.
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Parking Lamp.” The light mounted outside 
the driver’s windshield pillar and shone its 
beam at the Motometer. The back side of 
the lamp had a shutter arrangement that 
could be opened to show a red light to the 
rear (the parking lamp). Brass and nickel 
plated, priced at $6 and for one more dollar 
the punter could add a rear-view mirror 
that bolted to the light fixture.   This is by 
no means an exhaustive list of all lighting 
methods but it is sufficient to prove that 
reading that pesky gauge in poor light was 
a major problem.

 Motometer production soared 
throughout the 1920s, the ubiquitous 
“lollipop” so popular that it soon became 
the generic term for all such devices. 
By 1928 their advertising claimed 1,800 
employees working in six countries (USA, 
Canada, France, Australia, England 
and Germany) had produced more than 
12,000,000 Motometers. Over 50 automo-
bile manufacturers offered them as 
standard equipment; not Henry though, it 
was always only an aftermarket accessory 
for Ford’s products. Variations of the 
lollipop shape appeared in a very busy 
1927: little wings sprouted from the sides 
of the casing, another version had them 
at the front while a taller model in oval, 
rectangular and octagonal forms became 
available. Add to that a new type with 
pointer and warning discs in four colours 
plus, in 1928, an ornate gauge decorated 
with a foliate design and the impressive 
Radio model. Did Motometer initiate the 
positioning of dashboard gauges behind 
the steering wheel? In April 1927 they 
offered an entire triangular instrument 
panel with five gauges that replaced the 
steering column to dash clamp. The 
chances are almost any American car 
at this time had its (centrally-mounted) 
instrument panel designed and built by 
their National Gauge & Equipment Co. 
division. “Panel by Motor Meter” was the 
advertising headline and they claimed: 
“World’s largest manufacturer of automo-
bile dashboards and instruments.”

Arguably, the most impressive version 
of the Boyce Motometer is the magnifi-
cently ornate Radio model, worthy of true 
mascot status on its June 1928 introduc-
tion. A soft glow from the bulb concealed 
in the instrument’s top part illuminates 
the thermometer, the power wire easily 
unclipped from a terminal to enable cap 
removal. Why a Radio Motometer? Radio 
was first coined as radioconducter in 1897 
and by 1907 appeared as a stand-alone 
word. Very cumbersome radio equipment 
was demonstrated to the US nation in 
1922 on a 40,000 mile tour undertaken by 
a Mr Davenport. By 1927 the nascent mass 
production of the radio for automobiles 

was exciting the motoring public and all 
sorts of companies wanted to cash in on 
this phenomenon, Motometer included. 
Take spark plugs for instance; at least 
eight brands such as Defiance Radio 
and Radio Perfection incorporated the 
new futuristic buzzword of the day. It 
is quite possible that the design at the 
top of the $6.50 Radio Motometer was 
the inspiration for the headdress worn by 
the hostess/dancers at New York’s famous 
Radio Music Hall when it opened in 1932.

As the 1920s drew to a close and 
temperature gauges moved inside, the game 
was up for the Motometer although sales 
were still significant into the early 1930s. 
Boyce’s royalties had been significantly 
trimmed (from 1926) by Motometer’s 
patent infringements, leading to the 1929 
court case as we have already discussed. 
To really confuse the issue Boyce is 
the assignor on Motometer Co. patents 
filed in 1927, 1930 and 1931. I cannot 
nail down what happened at this time. 
Either the patents were for inventions 
made before Boyce left or, more likely, he 
did not leave at all. Perhaps the parties 
came to a pragmatic arrangement and it 
was business as usual. Harrison Boyce had 
become a multi-millionaire from royalties 
and lived la dolce vita: parties, mansion, 
cabin cruiser and apartment on Park Lane. 
Philandering led to an expensive divorce 
in 1922, costing one mansion and $2,000 
per month alimony. By 1931 it was déjà vu 
with his second wife seeking a munificent 
$5,000 per month and a jealous husband 
suing him for one million. Motometer 
Co sued Buick and Cadillac in 1928, a 
so-called “friendly suit” to establish the 
status of its patents for dash type indica-
tors which GM subsidiary, AC Delco, was 
churning out in their thousands. They lost 
in a 1930 Appeal Court decision; output 
and royalties nosedived so Boyce probably 
hung on to his vice president’s salary as 
long as he could. 

 Although the popularity and efficacy 
of the Motometer was now waning the 
company still had a future. There is 
confusing information out there but some 
facts do line up and this, after much digging, 
seems to be the scenario. Royce Martin 
bought the Brooklyn business, Safe-T-Stat, 
a manufacturer of visual thermometers for 
radiator caps, in 1912, also later purchasing 
the capital stock of the Nagel Electric Co 
of Toledo. As already recorded in Part 4, 
Motometer Co acquired the capital stock of 
National Gauge & Equipment Co in 1926 
leading to Boyce suing them for allowing 
N G & E to manufacture the Motometer 
outside of their contract, reducing royalties 
paid to Boyce. In a 1929 deal Royce Martin 
purchased these companies for some 

$5 million melding them into a new 
company called Motometer Gauge & 
Equipment Co, moving the factory from 
New York to Toledo and extending the 
product range considerably; e.g. moulded 
plastic parts and hubcaps. George 
Townsend, now ex-president of Motometer 
Co, left with his share of the millions while 
Royce Martin became president. In August 
1934 this new company was swallowed up 
in a buying spree by the rapacious Electric 
Auto-Lite Co, a move aimed squarely at 
capturing Royce Martin for his connection 
to the big prize. He was a personal friend of 
Walter Chrysler and, as the new president of 
Electric Auto-Lite, secured all of Chrysler’s 
electrical supply contracts. Motometer 
Gauge & Equipment’s headquarters was 
actually in the Chrysler building by 1935. 
Some of Motometer’s DNA still exists in 
the Eltra Corp, its products marketed under 
the “Prestolite” name. 

 The almost invisible Motometer 
founder, Herman Schlaich, moved back 
to Germany after the company was sold in 
1929. He must have retained rights to a fair 
proportion of the varied Motometer Co 
products, compression testers for one, and 
the trade mark, production carrying on in 
the Frankfurt branch (est. 1922 and now 
called Motor Meter Herman Schlaich) 
before shifting to Stuttgart in 1932, 
employing 300 workers by 1935. After total 
destruction in WWII Motometer rose from 
the ashes in 1946 and still thrives today, 
manufacturing more than 2,000 products. 
It is now known as Motometer Group 
following takeover by Bosch in 1991. 
Part 6 will look at restoration, some of the 
opposition and a twist in the tail. 

Essandee Glo-Lite accessory fitted to a Midget 
model Motometer. This small version used red 
and green celluloid inserts for the crossing lights. 
It cost $2.50. 
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079  
Fax 09 238 4437 email enquiries@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...
We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITe MeTAllING  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

London – Oxford - Stratford Upon Avon – Cotswolds - Bath – Glastonbury - Plymouth – Cornwall – 
Stonehenge – Salisbury – Portsmouth - Arundel – Brighton – London

Just a few of the highlights: Heritage Motor Centre in Gaydon, 2 full days at the Great Dorset Steam Fair, Steam 
Train ride to Swanage, National Motor Museum in Beaulieu, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, Brooklands Museum.

Kylie & murray Ward 
Phone 0800 FOCUS TOURS (0800 36 28 78) or 027 610 6041 

kylieward@thetravelbrokers.co.nz or 
murrayward@thetravelbrokers.co.nz

14 night escorted coach tour departing London 19 August 2015  
FOR PRICE ENQUIRIES & TOUR ITINERARy CONTACT:

A member of Stella Travel Services  
66 Wyndham St, Auckland. www.focustours.co.nz

earlybird offer 
book by  14 November 2014 and receive a  
$200 

per person  
discount

The Great Dorset Steam Fair 
& Best of Southern England 2015
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Wellington’s  
Daimler Ambulance
Words Roy Tilley, Daimler Lanchester Owners Club of New Zealand

When you talk to most people, 
well Daimler enthusi-
asts anyway, about Daimler 

ambulances they immediately think of the 
Hooper-bodied DC27 shown below. They 
were used by many ambulance services 
in the UK and models of which appear 
regularly on TradeMe, to say nothing of the 
two which survived through my childhood 
and my children’s childhood. An example 
of this is, or at least was, also used by the 
Daimler and Lanchester Owners’ Club in 
the UK as a mobile office at their rallies.

However when rummaging through 
some old books many years back I 
came across the New Zealand Labour 
Department’s 1959 Guide to the 
Construction Act 1959. Not the most 
riveting publication. The scene shows the 
result of a scaffolding collapse at what 
was the DIC building (now known as the 
Harbour City Centre) on Wellington’s 
Lambton Quay on 8 May 1957. This was 
a very serious accident, causing the deaths 
of two people and injuries to several more. 
A more detailed report of this event was 

re-published in the Wellington Dominion 
Post 3 December 2005.

In the bottom right-hand corner of 
the picture is an easily-recognisable 
Daimler which is either a DE27 or a DE36. 
According to the records of the Wellington 
Free Ambulance stored in the Alexander 
Turnbull Library (a branch of the National 
Library of New Zealand), and to the WFA’s 
website, this vehicle was donated by the 
Sargood Trust in 1948, but the conversion 
took three years so it did not enter service 
until 1951. 

Other photos of the DE27/DE36 
ambulance appear on the WFA website 
and in the Turnbull Library, and some are 
shown above to give a better idea of the 
shape and style of the body. At that time, 
the WFA also had three Humber Pullmans 
and a Packard to make up their fleet. 

But now of course the following 
questions are raised:

Who built the body on the Daimler and 
where? Was it imported as a bare chassis? 
What was the chassis number?  When did 
it leave the WFA fleet? Where did it go? 
Where is it now? Answers please.

And of course it 
would be inter-
esting to ask and 
answer the same 
questions for the 
Humbers and the 
Packard. As a 
closing remark, I 
understand from 

Trevor Ward of Palmerston North, the 
owner of a Humber Pullman ambulance 
(not one of these, but originally from the 
Waipukurau Hospital Board), that about 
eleven such Humbers were imported as 
rolling chassis, with the bodies being built 
by Kites of Napier, among others. As to 
their final fate, Trevor says that they often 
ended up being cut down to make farm 
trucks, and then ending up in a demolition 
derby, with one at least in a river. 
Regrettably, this was probably the fate of 
the Daimler also, but if anyone has further 
information, or other photographs, please 
contact me on 04 566 0850. 

BW
 

The photo on the left is reproduced by courtesy 
the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington New 
Zealand, ref 114/321/18-G. The photo above, 
and those below, are published by courtesy of the 
Wellington Free Ambulance.

Shown in front of the Daimler is Ambulance 
Officer Sydney Barlow who died in 1964 
in an attempt to save the lives of two boys 
who had crawled into a gas-filled tunnel in 
Khandallah. He received a posthumous Queen’s 
Commendation for Brave Conduct. 

The Packard ambulance with three unnamed 
ambulance officers.
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An observation of the restoration of a Murray 165-C 

standard Fordor body.

Model As are fairly common. This article concerns only 
my findings in restoring the body which should be of 
some relief to you.

I will give a brief slice of background just to give a little identity 
to one of around five million that were bolted together and nailed 
in this case.

It was sold new to Joseph Collier of Havelock North in 
September 1930. Further owners resulted in a gradual transfer to 
Otahuhu, Auckland where it was purchased by my father Russell 
Coghlan, who was ably assisted on this day by his cousin Lindsay 
Coghlan. It was a Saturday morning in 1968 and they had been 
sent on an entirely different errand. 

Without doubt that old Ford in the shed and a C series Iron 
horse engine on the family Masport spawned a son with a thirst 
for all sorts of old machinery. Over the following years the old 
Ford saw various amounts of use from up on blocks, once a week 
and a three year stint of daily use not long after I gained a drivers 
licence.

After noticing concerning increases in movement between the 
centre door post and the doors that at road speed looked like the 
cutter sections of a hedge trimmer, there was some discussion that 
a few adjustments might not be quite enough. I should perhaps 
mention that the driver’s door had to climb ¾ of an inch at the 
catch to close, much to the horror of the dovetail. The right rear 
door was first closed at the top and then independantly closed at 
the bottom with a well-timed knee cap. No amount of glue coated 
matchsticks would stop the visible wood screws from their ghostly 
habit of unwinding a turn or two whenever you weren’t looking. 

In 1991 the old Ford stopped being a motor car and started a 
new life as a future project in the back corner of the shed. After 
10 or so years as a corner dweller watching other projects being 
completed, the old Ford must have surely got a shock at being 
repositioned next to the workbench early one Saturday morning. 
After removing the upholstery and roof fabric I stood back amazed 
that not only was wood used but it was entirely built out of it. Very 
cunningly Mr Murray had covered all door edges, openings and 
even places generally out of view such as behind the exterior sun 
visor with steel panels. The curved rear door frame panels are an 
impressive display of panel forming.

With all upholstery, carpet and weather seals in place there is 
no wood visible unless you look from under the vehicle. 

Morning smoko was spent reading a section out of volume 
three of “How to restore your Model A”. It suggested that all sound 
wood should be retained. By afternoon smoko I had identified 
all the sound wood. Unfortunately this wood was only six inches 
square and held the interior dome lamp. To be honest 30% of the 
wood could not be found with just the nails and screws suspended 
by the various panels. The front header wood was reduced to three 
inches, just enough to hold the rear vision mirror.

Considering the stresses on the body when crossing the 
Pahurehure causeway in a charging westerly wind it is surprising 
that some sort of detachment never occurred around the 
windscreen header area.

After making enquires I decided to purchase a complete wood 
kit from the US which suited my desire to fix it myself while being 
honest about the limitations regarding my woodworking skills. 
Six heavy, intimidating boxes duly turned up a few months later. 
Big question is; does it fit? To start with I was sure that they had 
doubled up on some parts. There seemed to be enough wood for 
two standard Fordors. 

With all the old wood removed all that remains is a rear steel 
panel with those narrow roof panels supported by baler twine from 
the shed roof. The narrow roof panels are joined to the rear panel 
just above the quarter window. They are welded and leaded. The 
wood directly below this joint showed the scars of this process. 

Unknown to me the subconscious back corner of my brain must 
have been working on a reason for this over several days. The bomb-
shell went off as it does about four in the morning with the apparent 
realization that I was going to have to reverse in part the construc-
tion method that the Murray Body Co had used 80 years ago. 

 Mr Murray attached steel panels to a largely completed wood 
frame; the rear panel is welded to the right and left quarters which 
includes the wheel inner guard area. I am sure this large panel 
was welded prior to fitting. The inner guard area would have been 
spread open and slipped over the wood frame at the factory. Those 
roof panels would then have been fitted and welded.

I had put the doors aside as future go/ no-go gauges and for the 
same reason I didn’t want to disturb those leaded joints so only 
inaccessible screws and bolts were installed until the wood frame 
was assembled sufficiently to check all dimensions. The rear steel 
panel was temporarily fitted a couple of times to check the fit 

WOODEN TOyS
Words and photos Nigel Coghlan
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of the doors and make adjustments as required. A considerable 
amount of wood was then assembled within the steel panels.

This procedure was about as awkward as a cow with a gun and I 
can think of half a dozen better ways of assembling the new frame 
with the application of hindsight.

Driving the first nail was akin to the ceremonial turning of 
the first sod at the River Rouge plant. Alas I quickly learnt that 
the large jar of nails that I had purchased locally were nowhere 
near man enough for American ash. I ordered and received correct 
forged nails from a well known Ford supplier in Ohio. There are 
two basic types used. The fluted type secures the rain gutters, 
mouldings and a few strategic areas on the doors. The other 603 
secure every edge except the roof opening which has a screw every 
two inches. There are 502 wood screws to wind in as well. Several 
hundred tacks secure the upholstery and roof fabric.

Both rain gutters were badly rusted and against considerable 
advice I ordered new gutters from Ohio because nothing else looks 
right. Yes shipping damage did occur. 

Four years had elapsed by the time attention focused on the 
doors. I soon learnt that Mr Murray had not only fitted the steel 
over the assembled door wood but he had also crimped the vertical 
edges, Vintage anti tamper device? Some near brutal procedures 
were needed to insert the partly assembled new frames. The doors 
when trial fitted didn’t. With a steel-framed body, some adjusting 
and bending of the part is an acceptable remedy to match the door 
to its surroundings. Wood just bounces straight back. 

The simplest remedies are almost certainly the best and once 
it occurred to me that all I had to do was alter the angles of the 
corner joints very slightly to tweak the door fit there was a much 
reduced level of bad language. A friend of mine when checking 
out progress is always quick to point out that Dodge Brothers used 
all steel bodies from 1917. He does however concede that those 
Ford A flywheels are hard to out manoeuvre on a hill.

Refitting the door catches and interior lamp seemed to be 
the 100 mile marker post. Although wood-framed and all steel 
bodies appear to the customer as equals the same is not true for 
the repairer/restorer, I can well imagine the possible warranty 
problems that may have occurred in less than favourable motoring 

conditions. It would be interesting to know why on high volume 
models of motor cars wood framing was used so extensively.

The wood kit fits very well and is nicely finished, almost all 
surfaces are machine finished. 

In summing up the process, a tree is selected in a forest, milled 
and shaped to form an automobile body. That “tree” is fitted with 
a source of propulsion, brakes and painted, then presented to the 
local garage and certified to operate on the road. This tree has 
been painted Andalusite blue with a straw stripe and is not quite 
finished.  

 
BW

LUCAS CLASSIC 

TYRES
2850 Temple Ave.,Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA
1-562-595-6721

www.lucasclassictires.com

BEST
PRICES!
200 Sizes
15 Brands
We Ship

Worldwide
FREE

CATALOG 

BEADED WHEELS FEB 2012

 Beaded Wheels 19



The weekend’s activities have their 
foundations in the devastating 
7.8 magnitude earthquake that 

struck Hawke’s Bay at 10.47 am on Tuesday 
3 February 1931. The majority of the inner 
city buildings of Napier and its twin city 
Hastings were destroyed, either by the 
force of the earthquake or the subse-
quent fires that swept through the streets. 
Other Hawke’s Bay towns were also badly 
damaged and 256 people died. The Navy 
played a large part in rescue missions with 
the sloop HMS Veronica in port at Napier 
at the time of the earthquake and two 
cruisers with 900 men quickly despatched 
from Auckland to assist. 

The damage in Napier was extensive 
with 11 city blocks destroyed. Only a very 
few buildings survived, these being mainly 
newer of reinforced concrete construc-
tion rather than wood and masonry. 
During the following years the Napier 
City commercial area was quickly rebuilt, 
predominantly in the Art Deco style 
which was the fashion of the time. As 
this was the lowest ebb of the depression 
very little building was taking place in the 
world, so an Art Deco town centre was 
truly unique. Napier was given the title 
the “Newest City under the Sun”

In 1981 20 Vintage cars attended a 
Napier Aero Club Pageant to commem-
orate the 50th anniversary of the 
earthquake. The cars were used to ferry 
attending survivors of the Navy ships that 
had either been in Port or hastened to 
Napier to assist. Some cars also provided a 
static display in Napier’s main street.

The seeds of the Art Deco revival were 
sown in the early 1980s when a group of 
local residents, members of the council, 
council employees and local architects 
sought to have Napier’s interesting collec-
tion of Art Deco architecture recognised. 
Their interest was reinforced by visiting 
academics who commented favourably on 
the marvellous collection of buildings. 
A rally cry went out encouraging many 

For The Hawke’s Bay Branch of the 

VCC the Annual Art Deco Rally is our 

biggest event of the year. It is a firm 

favourite with the locals and also 

draws entrants from overseas and 

other parts of New Zealand. The rally 

takes place as part of the annual Art 

Deco weekend in February each year.

Words and photos Esther Smith 

Art Deco Rally 2014 - Brian Rankin’s Bentley parked on Marine Parade Napier,

Hawke’s Bay

Art Deco 
rAlly

Esther and Graham Smith in their 1929 Chevrolet. The banner reads “I survived the 1931 Hawke’s Bay 
Earthquake” referring to the car!
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others to voice their concern about the 
disappearing streetscape after the demoli-
tion of several prominent Art Deco style 
buildings only to be replaced by glass 
boxes. It became apparent that the City 
centre Art Deco architecture was not just 
interesting but unique.

As interest in Art Deco grew, people 
with Vintage cars became involved. Cars 
were first used in static displays and to 
promote activities such as guided walking 
tours around the city which were the 
precursor of what was to develop into The 
Art Deco Weekend.

The first Art Deco Rally was in the 
late ‘80s when the Hawke’s Bay VCC 
branch was asked by the newly formed 
Art Deco Trust to bring along their cars, 
dress in Art Deco style and display their 
vehicles as part of a Great Gatsby Picnic 
held on the lawns of the Soundshell on 
Marine Parade. This run was organised 
by Barbi and Jim Speers. Eleven cars and 
sixteen people turned up and after a short 
run around the town the cars and passen-
gers were judged by members of the Art 
Deco Trust who were dressed in clothes 
of the Art Deco period. This resurgence 
of interest in things Art Deco was an eye 
opener for many and quite a few have been 
hooked ever since collecting clothing, 
accessories, picnic furniture and accou-
trements to feed their interest. That first 
rally may have marked a milestone in the 
branch’s history but is also memorable for 
those who attended because it was “no 
picnic” – the rally was held in drenching 
rain. There was to be no summer picnic 
by the sea. Another venue was hastily 
arranged and the picnic was eventually 
held on the stage of the Napier Municipal 
Theatre. Picnic blankets were spread out, 
palm trees erected. Out came the fine 
china and cucumber sandwiches, gramo-
phones were wound up.

In the time the Art Deco rally has 
been run many branch members have put 
a huge amount of time and effort into 
organising these very successful events. 
Over the years the branch’s participation 
in the event has grown immensely and the 
format has evolved. Initially only Vintage 
and Post Vintage cars were eligible as they 
best reflected the period of Napier’s rebirth 
and the vehicles, particularly the large 
American cars of the 1930s, with their 
strong Art Deco styling. The eligibility 
was later extended to include Veterans 
to acknowledge the presence of Veteran 
cars at the time of Napier’s rebirth. The 
first rally entry form appeared in 1991 
and by the mid-90s the Art Deco Rally 
was a VCC National Calendar event. 
Steve Gray and Robin Strachan were early 
organisers and when Diane and Geoff 
Quarrie took over organising the event in 

1997 there were 70 entrants. By the time 
their tenure was over in 2006 there were 
256 entrants

In 1999 the World Art Deco Congress 
was held in Napier prior to Art Deco 
weekend. The 120 delegates were very 
impressed and appreciative of branch 
members who provided 35 cars and trucks 
to transport them from the conference 
venue to the Art Deco styled National 
Tobacco Building for their final event. 
The rally on the following weekend had 
108 entrants only 49 of whom were locals. 
By this time the event was becoming an 
attraction for those from outside the area 
and had developed into an entire weekend 
of activities. The Art Deco Trust had 
assisted with a donation to help organise 
the rally and had also donated a new 
Art Deco style trophy for the event. On 
this occasion the rally opening was a film 
evening held at the clubrooms with Digby 
Young as projectionist using an antique 
carbon arc projector for a silent movie. 
Barbi Speers played the piano and in the 
interval Jim Speers was the ice cream boy 
complete with a neck hung tray. However 
Geoff Quarrie’s candy floss machine was 

too much and overloaded the electrical 
system plunging everyone into darkness. 
Saturday was morning tea at Church Road 
Winery where the cars and costumes 
were judged. After a short run the cars 
paraded up Emerson Street to park up 
for public display by the Sound Shell. 
This is the heart of the whole weekend 
while the occupants either picnicked on 
the lawns or found a café to cool off in. 
It is often a very hot day with throngs of 
people lining the streets and watching. 
The slow trip parade route is thirsty work 
for both the cars and the occupants. Each 
year the parade is led by senior Navy 
personnel driven in the leading cars. This 
is in acknowledgement of the part the 
Navy played in disaster relief immediately 
following the 1931 earthquake. 

Sunday afternoon sees one of the 
highlights of the weekend. This is the 
Great Gatsby picnic held on the lawns 
by the Sound Shell. Such is the interest 
that people arrive in the early hours of 
the morning to secure a prime spot for 
their gazebo. They then set up in grand 
Art Deco style, the more lavish the better, 
for a thoroughly spiffing afternoon tea. 
On one occasion Jim Speers was down 
there early to get a good spot and there is 

a photograph of him sitting in his ‘patch’ 
surrounded by a low electric fence!

As interest in the rally grew the 
number of entrants had to be limited. This 
kept the parade to a reasonable length 
but also assisted with the enormous job of 
controlling the marshalling and parking of 
so many vehicles at either end. 

Branch members had always organised 
and marshalled the parade and controlled 
access for eligible vehicles only to the 
closed streets surrounding the Soundshell 
but by the end of the first decade of the 
new millennium it was becoming increas-
ingly hard to find sufficient volunteers. 
Art Deco had generated a lot of interest 
in vehicles of the period and increased the 
branch membership but naturally members 
wanted to participate, not officiate. In 
2007 Carolyn and Roger Anderson took 
over as rally organisers. They continued 
to add interest and variety to what had 
become a very big event but the time came 
when the branch needed to re-evaluate the 
rally format and its commitments to the 
Art Deco weekend as a whole. This also 
coincided with changes at the Art Deco 
Trust. For several years there was a cooling 
of relations between the two organisations 
but eventually the bridges were rebuilt 
with the Art Deco Trust taking over 
organising the street parade. The numbers 
of cars in the parade is now capped at 250 
and entry from eligible cars is managed 
by the trust and no longer tied to the 
VCC rally. The club can now concen-
trate on organising the rally but many 
entrants also elect to enter the parade and 
naturally most entrants participate in the 
many other Art Deco events. 

For the past few years the rally has had 
a featured vehicle marque. For 2014 it was 
Packard and the previous year there was 
a contingent of Bentleys. Next year 2015 
the rally has the title It’s a Duesey and will 
feature New Zealand’s first ever ACD rally 
(Auburn, Cord and Duesenberg) with 
over 20 cars of these marques expected. 
The star attraction is a 1934 Duesenberg, 
originally owned by the film star Carol 
Lombard, and since restored by Warbirds 
and Wheels at Wanaka.

The Art Deco Rally and Art Deco 
weekend have developed into a varied and 
amazing series of events involving Vintage 
vehicles, aircraft, shows and fashions all in 
a genuine Art Deco setting. No wonder it 
attracts visitors from all over the country 
and the world. The weekend provides an 
opportunity for older cars of all types to 
take over the city, which is closed to 
moderns. You can literally feel the antici-
pation for the weekend building as the 
distinctive Vintage engine sounds are 
heard increasingly in the streets of Napier 
– The Newest City under the Sun.

 
BW

 

… You can literally feel the 
anticipation for the weekend building 

as the distinctive Vintage engine 
sounds are heard …
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Soon after Art Lemon joined Ace, the company was found 
to be in a financially precarious state. Determined to do 
his part to promote Ace and increase sales Art decided on 

an ambitious plan. He would design and build the world’s fastest 
motorcycle. The company also wanted to dispel any thoughts that 
Ace was a lost cause due to William Henderson’s death. 

The story of XP4; the worlds fastest motorcycle in 1923
Mr Miller, a wealthy man and sympathetic to the Ace cause, 

approached Art Lemon and suggested the idea. Art naturally 
enough was agreeable but replied that to do so would require a 
Sprag dynamometer costing over $5000 (an expensive piece of kit 
back then), Mr Miller must have been serious about floating the 
idea, because one week later the dyno turned up at the factory. 

Art and his associates were fired up with a sense of some 
urgency and only three months later two high-performance 
motors were ready. They were XP4 (Experimental 4-cylinder) and 
XP3, which was a modified motor built with standard aluminium 
crankcases. 

There were some difficulties casting large magnesium parts 
in those days, but after some initial reluctance the Aluminium 
Company of America in Buffalo, New York successfully cast a pair 
of magnesium crankcases.

However one motor blew up and disintegrated while being 
tested on the dyno, hence XP3 became the reserve motor. XP4 
(costing a reported $8000) was a radically different motorcycle 
from stock, every part was either drilled for lightness or made 
from light-weight materials. Timing gears, pistons and con rods 
(which were made from stronger materials) were all drilled to 
reduce weight. Former racing star, Schebler Carburettor Company 
engineer, Maldwyn Jones, was persuaded to produce a special, 
one-off light-alloy carburettor. Even the brass jets were replaced 
with aluminium ones to save weight. Everett De Long later went 
to Michigan to get some high-performance camshafts made up. 
The engine was highly modified, with many hours spent on 
the dynamometer perfecting and tuning every part to achieve 

maximum power output. The end result was 52 hp at 6000rpm, 
however, for reliability it was later detuned to 45 hp at 5400rpm. 

That was only the first stage, a frame to house the motor in 
came next. All American four-cylinder motorcycle frames are 
heavy, with bridge-like construction designed for strength and 
to prevent crankcase torsional flexing. (Indian Four lower frame 
tubes are thick-walled 1¼ inch diameter, with substantial frame 
lugs and castings). A special lightweight frame, constructed from 
thin-walled tubing with lightened lugs and castings was built. 
Other features included lightweight Flying Merkel forks with four 
inch travel, a narrow four inch wide tank, dropped handlebars, 
fitted with a quick-action throttle, no front fender with a much 
abbreviated rear one, while clincher rims were fitted with narrow 
28x3" beaded edge, ribbed tyres. Floorboards rather than footpegs 
(standard American motorcycle practice) are retained, as is the 
placement of left-sided, foot-operated clutch and hand-operated 
gear lever, rod linked to the three speed transmission. The right 
side foot pedal is rod linked to a small rear wheel contracting-
band brake. The small, leather saddle pivots from a point halfway 
along the exposed top frame tube, while a pair of short springs 
underneath, provide the basic suspension. Standard motorcycle 
design at that time (and for the next few decades) dictated use of 
a rigidly mounted rear wheel, although Indians 1000cc Powerplus 
model V-twin featured front and rear leaf-spring suspension from 
1916 through till 1924.

 A stubby straight-through three inch exhaust pipe known as 
a ‘zoomer’ completes the picture, while the typically long 59 inch 
wheel base offers straight-line stability.

Two other features distinguished the XP4 from stock machines. 
The Simms magneto couldn’t handle the high revs of the 
hotted-up motor. It was suitable up to 4000 rpm, but XP4 would 
easily rev above that limit, which caused the points to bounce. 
A modified Swiss made Scintilla Vertex magneto capable of 
operating up to 6000rpm was fitted and that cured the problem. 
The three bearing crankshaft was also modified for pressure-fed 
lubrication to the plain bearings at 30 PSI. The stock motor was 
splash-fed and only changed to a pressure-feed system with the 

Red Wolverton aboard thte XP4 after the 1923 world record breaking run. Left to Right: TA McLaughlin 
and Robert Bell (Rajah Spark Plugs); Arthur O. Lemon (Chief Engineer, Ace Motor Corp.); E B 
Holton (Motorcycling Magazine); and C W Platt (General Manager, Ace Motor Corp).

The 
Golden 
years 

Henderson 
and Ace Four 
Motorcycles

Words and photos Bob Bullock Part II

The story of XP4; the world’s fastest 

motorcycle in 1923.
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last handful produced in late 1926. Although it was a very potent 
motor, Art Lemon’s team also skillfully retained the stock appear-
ance. The majority of the high-performance modifications were 
all internal and hidden from view. Even though XP4 was built 
purely as a racer, nothing was skimped or left wanting. The high 
factory finish was applied with trademark dark blue enameled 
cycle parts, gold hair-line striping on the tank and rear fender, 
light cream wheels and much bright-nickel plating. Art Lemon 
always strove to set high standards.

When completed XP4 weighed just 285lb (80lb less than a 
stock machine), while the motor put out 45hp at 5400rpm (over 
twice the stock horsepower). The power to weight ratio equalled 
that of a 1960s racing Manx Norton (top speed of 140mph). 
This was a formidable performance for its time and predated 
similar racing machines by some 40 years. The time had finally 
arrived; was all the effort and expense worth it? Could XP4 
deliver the goods? When Art Lemon resigned from Excelsior 
he also persuaded factory tester and expert rider Charles L 
“Red” Wolverton to make the move. Ace already retained TNT 
Terpening and with Red Wolverton aboard, they now had two 
top-notch riders. Red’s salary was $35 a week with two weeks 
vacation a year.

These two riders won many of the events they entered, culmi-
nating with TNT Terpening winning the prestigious Rochester 
National hill-climb in New York on 4 July 1923. XP4 was so 
powerful and light that TNT only required half throttle to 
climb the hill. However the pronounced torque-reaction from the 
in-line crankshaft when airborne unnerved him somewhat, and 
Red, being more familiar with this phenomenon when testing 
Hendersons, took over most of the riding duties from then on. 
A slightly detuned version of this motor, now referred to as the 
famous Rochester motor powered the 1924 Ace Sporting Solo, 
a high performance road model priced at $395. A standard road 
model was also available.

Ace now readied themselves to contest their most ambitious 
plan ever, to become the worlds fastest motorcycle.

Art Lemon’s intentions soon began to be noticed by other big 
players in the industry. New York city’s largest Indian dealership 
in the US, run by the Stern brothers, had a wager with an Ace 
distributor as to who had the fastest bike, he bet them $10,000 the 
Ace was faster than any Indian. When recalling the saga about 
the XP4 details 62 years later (1985), Red Wolverton noted that 
although it was a large sum, almost every employee at the Ace 
factory contributed to raise the stake, with every man backing 
Art Lemon. They then heard that Indian told the Sterns to pull 
out, because they did not have a bike as fast as the Ace, but they 
carried on and ran the XP4 regardless, just to prove the point. 
The speed attempt was originally going to be held on the beach 
at Sea Isle City, New Jersey. However after the wager confusion 
was sorted and the bike made ready, it was November and beach 
conditions were unsatisfactory. Instead Ace was allowed to use a 
section of new dual carriageway called Roosevelt Boulevard to the 
north of Philadelphia which had not yet been opened to traffic. 
On the cold, overcast winter morning of 19 November 1923, XP4 
ridden by Red Wolverton became the fastest motorcycle in the 
world with a speed of 129.61 mph. XP3 fitted with a lightweight 
FLXI sidecar and carrying Art Lemon’s assistant Everett DeLong 
as a passenger (lying flat in the sidecar) was then rolled out and 
achieved a speed of 106.82 mph to set a new sidecar record. All 
expectations were successfully achieved. 

Perhaps all the more remarkable was the fact that both of 
these speed attempts were made without the benefit or use of any 
fairing or other wind-cheating enclosure, unlike the fully enclosed 
projectiles of more modern times. And what of Red’s riding attire? 
The 21 year old rider was dressed in period riding gear of leather 
riding breeches (with a cord tied around his leg, just above the 
knee, to prevent flapping and wind drag), boots, puttees, gloves, 
leather helmet, goggles and an ACE emblazoned woollen pullover. 
Remember he made three runs (the first one was a 128mph pass 
a week earlier, but the timing gear malfunctioned) touching 
on 130mph, in the dead of winter, without even the comfort or 
protection of leather jacket. (They only came into vogue in the 

XP3. Photo: albatrosmt.narod.ru
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late ‘20s). It was only 0.5°c on race day. Art Lemon and other 
officials wore cloth caps, scarves and heavy overcoats.

The Ace XP4 record was never internationally recognised, 
as America did not belong to the European FIM organisation 
that required a two-way average, as well as imposing a 1000cc 
restriction on engine capacity. The American rules at that time 
only required a run in one direction, so that’s all they did, (a 
high-speed return run was considered, but decided against). The 
official FIM motorcycle record at that time was 108.48mph and set 
by Claude Temple on his V twin Temple-Anzani at Brooklands, 
England. It took another seven years before the official world 
record exceeded XP4s speed. Red Wolverton recalled further 
details about the record attempt. The speed was electrically timed 
over a 1/10th mile section and there was a crosswind. It was a true 
figure. After the run they calculated they had lost 12 percent of 
their speed because of increased friction of the new concrete, and 
if they had run at Daytona or on a salt lake they would have easily 
beaten 140mph. They lost a lot of traction on the runs, with the 
rear tyre worn out after only covering about 10 miles. On a slight 
curve on the timed section of the first run Red nearly lost control 
of XP4 when it began weaving from side to side, fortunately he 
rode with his right hand on the grip and his left hand clamped 
firmly, upside-down, on the bar near the forks. That gave him 
enough leverage to control the weave, if not stop it completely. 
He straightened out the bend after that and it never got too bad. 
They had police there to supervise everything but they slipped-up 
on the job and let a car through on one of his runs, he got a big 
scare when he saw it heading his way, but they managed to avoid 
each other in the end. It was just as well because he couldn’t 
have stopped at those speeds even if he had wanted to; the small 
contracting-band drum brake on the rear wheel was only there to 
pull up from slow speeds.

Regarding the XP3 sidecar racer, the lightweight FLXI sidecar 
was so narrow and confined that passenger Everett DeLong 
needed the assistance of a rope tethered inside to pull himself 
into it. Once firmly ensconced within he lay flat on his back. Not 
only that but this was no Sunday joy-ride. The sidecar was rigidly 
mounted to the chassis and the narrow, unguarded, beaded edge 
tyre (only 28 inches apart from the bike’s rear wheel and literally 
a matter of inches away from his head) was pumped up rock-hard 
to 110 psi. The sidecar nose was sharply pointed like a pencil. 
After extricating himself from the cocoon-like enclosure following 
the successful 106.82 mph run, Everett discovered the intense 
pounding had obliterated all the jewels in his watch. And just to 
show that luck was on their side, after the last run they later found 
the decade-old Merkel front fork stem had fractured through all 
but the last quarter inch. To quote Red “My next run would have 
been kinda exciting, that’s for sure”.

ln a flight of fancy let us travel back in time 90 years to 
February 1924 at the 10th National Motorcycle Show held in 
Chicago, Illinois at the huge, high-roofed stone Armoury. XP4 was 
displayed, pedestal mounted, at the Ace booth. A large sign hung 
above the racer proclaiming

WORLD’S FASTEST MOTORCYCLE
129 MPH SOLO
106 MPH WITH SIDECAR
A large crowd was constantly gathered around the machine, it 

was the star attraction at the show. As you walk around checking-
out the other displays, you frequently hear people in hushed tones 
discussing the same topic. The Ace Motor Corporation has put 
up a wager of $10,000 plus the handsome silver Ace Trophy cup 
to anyone; dealer, rider or manufacturer, that the Ace can beat 
any motorcycle in the world in a straightaway speed-run. You 
weren’t surprised to hear there were no takers on Ace’s generous 

offer, in fact you had been expecting it. The two special Ace’s had 
certainly gained the Company much positive publicity resulting in 
increased sales and they had acquitted themselves well, living up 
to Arthur Lemon’s high expectations.

However even with all the accolades and kudos accorded to 
Ace, and despite Art Lemon’s valiant efforts, the harsh reality 
was that the company was deeply in debt. A thorough audit of 
the Company’s financial records revealed the awful truth, the 
bikes were being sold for less than it cost to make them. Long 
time employee Red Wolverton put the loss at $40 per motor-
cycle. The frantic efforts to sell more bikes, only served to put 
the company deeper in debt. There was no alternative but to 
suspend production, with this drastic step being taken on 30 
November 1924. Efforts were made to sell the assets of the Ace 
Motor Corporation as a going concern, with two attempts being 
made, but both met with limited success. The first move was to 
Blossberg, Pennsylvania, a small agricultural village, where limited 

production was commenced in an old tanning factory. About 
300 machines were produced and sold mainly to law enforcement 
agencies, but by the spring of 1925 once again a lack of capital 
forced the end of production.

In the summer of 1926, Ace assets were moved back to Detroit 
and another company named Michigan Motors Corporation 
was set up. With limited funds available, only another couple of 
hundred machines were produced, before once again all production 
ceased. Shortly afterwards, the huge Indian Motocycle Company 
(sic) began negotiations with Michigan Motors Corporation and 
in December 1926 the deal was signed.

Indian purchased the patent rights, stock, production 
equipment and goodwill from the Ace Motor Corporation 
in February 1927. Shortly afterwards all remaining stock and 
production equipment was rail-freighted to their Springfield, 
Massachusetts factory. Over the next two years the Ace was 
modified to more closely assimilate it with the other Indian 
models. Colour options of Rolls-Royce Blue or Indian Red and the 
fitting of smaller diameter wheels and tyres led the changes on the 
new Indian Ace.

In June 1929 the much improved Indian Four series 402 
debuted. Its main features were a stronger five main bearing 
crankshaft and double front down tube frame, plus 14 other 
details improvements.

A replica of the FLXI sidecar that achieved a world record of 106.82 mph 
attached to an XP3 in 1923.  Photo: www.bonhams.com

After extricating himself from the cocoon-like enclosure 
following the successful 106.82 mph run,  

Everett discovered the intense pounding had obliterated all 
the jewels in his watch.
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This was Arthur Lemon’s final design and it followed William 
Henderson’s ideals of a relatively compact and sporting four 
cylinder motorcycle. Some owner/riders declare it to be the finest 
Indian Four produced. Later models steadily grew larger and 
gained weight penalties, while the 1936-37 Fours introduced the 
much lamented upside-down EOI versions. The revamped, stylish 
1938 IOE model gained in popularity, while the final plunger-
framed, full fendered 1940 model weighed in at a hefty 568 lbs.

America’s involvement in WWII, with the country gearing-up 
for military production saw the inevitable demise of their final 
four cylinder motorcycle. Ironically, it was the resolute backing 
of the poorly selling Four (about eight percent of factory produc-
tion) with an almost unlimited share of company finances and 
engineering development, that directly starved the much-needed 
development of Indian’s biggest seller (about 52% of factory 
production) the heavyweight 80ci 1300cc V twin Chief.

The big Chiefs outdated sidevalve (flathead) engine, 3-speed 
sliding gear gearbox and 1920s clutch was in desperate need of a 
complete update. Unfortunately time and the necessary resources, 
plus other company decisions postwar, ensured that the update 
never eventuated. The once proud and mighty company that 
showed the way on many racetracks, as well as exported their 
‘crimson steeds’ to every corner of the globe over many decades, 
quietly closed the big factory doors in 1953, so ending another 
chapter in motorcycling history.

Indian Ace and Indian Four Motorcycles.
At the 13th National Motorcycle Show held between 31 

January till 5 February 1927 at the Madison Square Garden, New 
York, Indian were once again well represented. A velvet covered 
carousel, displaying all the latest models set at eye level, was slowly 
revolving. It held the 350cc Prince single, 600cc and 750cc Scout 
V twins and 1200cc Big Chief V twin. First there was a red model, 
followed by a blue one, next came a white one and lastly a maroon 
one. Overhead spotlights highlighted the bright plating and 
gleaming enamel putting on a dazzling display that was designed 
to tempt potential customers. But wait, what’s this, another motor-
cycle brought in on the eve of the show and not included on the 
carousel (which was assembled many weeks prior to the show) sat 
on the floor, beside the display. But that fact hadn’t deterred a 
crowd gathered around admiring it. Hundreds of orders were also 
placed for the new model during show week. It was painted pale 
sage green with dark green, double-hairline striping and black 
wheels with 27x3.85 low pressure balloon tyres. Bright plated, Ace 
Sport Solo flat semi-racing handlebars complemented the four dull 
nickel plated cylinders and inlet manifold.

The tank motif depicts America’s national bird, the majestic 
Bald Eagle, with outstretched wings and talons lowered about 
to alight on the name that implies perfection – ACE. Both are 
painted gold with the name edged in red. A suitably patriotic and 
apt symbol that will never diminish with time. Standing alongside 
the latest addition to the wigwam was the Chief Engineer who had 

guided the Ace’s development since 1923, the ever genial Arthur 
Lemon, his services were also retained by Indian. Although the 
Indian Fours would be somewhat controversial in their 15 years 
with Indian, for now the Ace had at least found a new home. 
William Henderson’s vision of an American four-cylinder motor-
cycle lasted thirty years from 1912-1942 and linked three different 
companies. His influence during those years cannot be denied.

It may be appropriate to quote the words describing the Ace by 
T A Hodgdon, author of Motorcycling’s Golden Age of the Fours, 
former Indian advertising staff member and one of the co-founders 
of the Antique Motorcycle Club of America. “If someone asked 
me to describe the Ace, I would reply as follows; ‘Like a brilliant 
meteor flashing across the evening skies-growing in brilliance as 
it moves, then gradually fading away without a trace.” A fitting 
description.

Regarding Ace production figures, they are difficult to source, 
but I would estimate them to be approximately 6000 from 
1920–1926. (I stand to be corrected). Indian Ace and Indian 
Four production figures from 1927–1942 are estimated to be 9400, 
of which approximately 50 percent still survive mainly due to 
their highly prized and luxury status. Many machines were sold 
as ex law enforcement motorcycles, as they had sufficient funds 
to regularly upgrade their motorcycle fleets. Indian Fours were 
always expensive models and usually only amounted to about 
eight percent of annual production. Many were saved even when 
they were worn out or damaged. Generally this also applies to all 
American/European four-cylinder motorcycles because of their 
exclusive status.

My own collection includes a 1931 Series 402, 1939 Model 439 
and a 1940 Model 440. I perform all my own restoration work 
and enjoy the occasional ride on a fine day. They always attract 
positive attention from the general public and are well received, 
perhaps proving that the passage of time has in no way diminished 
their appeal. William Henderson’s legacy still prevails.

XP4 Re-creation.
As was often the case of many early record setting cars or 

motorcycles, few still remain intact. Parts were cannibalised to 
build better models or simply got lost over the intervening years. 
This was also the situation with XP3 and XP4, however Dr John 
‘Doc’ Patt decided to remedy that dire situation. Doc Patt, a veteri-
nary surgeon and early member of the Antique Motor Cycle 
Association of America, living in the rural area of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, decided to build a re-creation of XP4. Doc had 
known Red Wolverton years earlier, when in later life he managed 
a Harley-Davidson dealership in southern Pennsylvania. Doc 
would often drop by and reminisce with Red about his time 
working for Ace. Naturally enough, the talk often turned to XP4, 
and from their discussions Doc hit on the idea of the re-creation. 
(Red retired from a successful 18 year racing career in 1937.) After 
drawing on his extensive stock of Ace parts, attending swap 
meetings, receiving donated parts for the project and a mountain 
of work later, it was all done. He succeeded admirably and since 
1983, the bike which he built to satisfy people’s curiosity as to 
what these machines were actually like, has won many awards 
across the USA. It weighs 295lb and reaches 90mph. It is fully 
functioning and Doc Patt achieved his dream to allow others to 
hear and see what the famous XP4 was like, all those years ago. BW  

Errata: Beaded Wheels issue 329 carried part 1 of this article. We 
made an error in the valve specifications for the Big Valve racer 
“valves were 2½ inch diameter, giving 30% more power”. The text 
should have read valves were 21⁄8 inch.

1929 Indian 4 series 402. Photo: www.yesterdays.nl
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Doug Curtis
A bit of a character
By Kevin Ball

Kevin Ball couldn’t resist offering this 

story about Doug Curtis, a bit of a 

Vintage motoring legend. He’s the 

original good keen man and a real 

character. 

Wainuiomata’s Doug Curtis 
has got to be the original 
good keen man. He lives life 

on the go, frequently driving over the 
Rimutakas to take part in events run by 
the Wairarapa branch of the Vintage Car 
Club. In fact, he’s one of the branch’s most 
regular attendees. 

He’s an old soldier, a bandsman, a 
mechanic and a regularly-published 
cartoonist, among many accomplish-
ments. And he’s 82 years old. “Well, 
nearer 83, actually,” he points out. Doug’s 
latest achievement is turning his lovely 
old 1943 Chev truck into comfortable 
travelling accommodation for himself and 
his constant companion, a Jack Russell/
Foxy cross bitch Hayley. A canvas canopy 
covers the wellside rear of the Chev. Open 
it up and you find a bed and many of 
the comforts of home. There’s a table, an 

electric blanket, jug, toaster, fan heater, 
electric frypan, a light, and a radio. Under 
the bed are jacks, tow ropes and other 
tools he might need on his travels. A 
canvas extension attaches at the rear, 
allowing him to get in and out without 
getting wet if it’s raining.

Power for all the appliances could 
be provided by a deep-cycle battery of 
the sort used in motor homes, but Doug 
finds it just as convenient to haul into a 
camping ground and pay $15 a night for 
the privilege of plugging into their power 
supply. “I’m now completely independent, 
and the money I save I can spend on 
petrol,” he grins. He built the wooden 
frame for his cabin himself, but paid for 
someone to do the canvas work.

Doug bought the Chev 10 or 12 years 
back, and it came with a wooden tray and 
wooden running boards.

He had the wellside body purpose-built 
and located fibreglass rear guards for it. 
He imported genuine steel running boards 
from the States … “and for what they cost 
I could have flown to the States and back 
myself,” he reckons. The vehicle itself was 
built in Canada, and is right-hand drive.

Despite his years, Doug maintains a 
punishing schedule. On 7 September last 
year he and Hayley joined the Northern 
Classic Commercials run from Wellington 
to Cape Reinga and return. This event 
is organised by fisherman and truck fan 
Bill Hohepa, and took the convoy from 
the capital to Cambridge, Dargaville, 
Kaitaia, Cape Reinga, Paihia, Whangarei, 
Auckland and Tauranga.

Bill detached from that group in 
Tauranga to join a Kenworth truck rally, 
and then completed the rest of the Classic 
Commercials run, taking in Rotorua, 
Taupo, Havelock North and Masterton 
on the 18th, where they visited Gasoline 
Heaven in Carterton. The following day 
it was on to Wellington and the end of 
the run.

When he’s not driving and maintaining 
his truck Doug does regular Vintage car 
drawings which have been run in the New 
Zealand Herald for the past few years. 
Minutely detailed and beautifully 
coloured, he spends hours on them, doing 
it just for the love of old and classic 
vehicles. All he gets for that is a free 
paper, and he’s happy with that. 

BW
 

The original good keen man, 82-year-old Doug Curtis in the back of his truck.
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Doug Curtis writes  “And if you thought Hayley 
isn’t a very good navigator check this out as she 
checks the sat nav to find our position as we 
come out of the vast Waihi open Gold Mine at 
Easter with the NZ Military Vehicle Collectors 
Club. Bloody clever dog and so well travelled.” 

A transport of delight, this 1943 Chev truck is 
home away from home for Doug Curtis and his 
dog Hayley.

All the comforts of home … the inside of the Chev’s canopy.

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz
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1937 Ford Woody 
an unlikely flyer  Words Mark Gibson, photos Bruce Hutton qsm, fpsnz

BEHIND THE WHEEL

Why would I be asked to furnish a report for Behind the Wheel when my 

involvement with the Vintage Car Club qualifies me as a mere minnow in 

these circles and hardly an expert? How can a staunch Chevrolet owner remain 

impartial and critique a fellow member’s Ford?  

To put it simply, nothing good was going to come from this experience.

Mike Khull and I are members 
of the Horowhenua Branch of 
the Vintage Car Club. Having 

met Mike briefly some years earlier, we 
were partnered up on the Rally Route 
Committee for the 2012 International in 
Wanganui. It couldn’t have been a better 
match, we worked extremely well together, 
even with opposing views on vehicle 
manufacturers. This was an enjoyable 
experience with Mike teaching me, the 
apprentice, how the VCC operate and run 
rallies. Passing through Foxton for regular 
meetings, planning and checking routes, 

gave me the privilege of watching the 
progress of his restoration of a 1937 Ford 
Commercial Model 77 Pickup. It wasn’t 
really a pickup because he wanted to turn 
it into a Woody.

These are my observations over the past 
few years:

Mike had recently completed several 
projects for others and had set his mind 
to doing something for himself. Having 
served a lifelong career as a carpenter 
and builder he had turned his skills to 
the finer intricacies of wooden bodies for 
Vintage vehicles. All that have seen his 

craftsmanship admire his skill and ability. 
Now having honed his skill on several 
bodies, he was brave enough to tackle 
another for himself. He wanted to build 
a Woody, something that would test his 
talent and show off the timber work, 
rather than covering it in paint. A chance 
conversation with Ivan Horn regarding a 
future project took place in Levin beside 
a corrugated iron fence. Ivan suggested 
there might just be some bones on the 
other side of the fence belonging to his 
brother Murray that he should see. Murray 
no longer required them, he had picked 
the eyes out of the remains and these 
were now his cast offs from his ’37 pickup 
project. For the first time eyes were set on 
a bare chassis with mismatched wheels, 
a stripped cab, no doors, a couple of fuel 
tanks and bonnet. Within the timing of a 
Ford misfire, Mike had virtually built the 
Woody in his mind. After all, the missing 
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parts were common as muck and could 
all be found. Besides there was a spare 
V8 with no home, which had been sitting 
under his bench for 25 years.

Work commenced in 2010. The early 
stages of the body showed up some 
mis-measurements. Turns out the chassis 
was bowed and buckled, an evenly 
constructed body wasn’t going to sit true. It 
would seem the frame had suffered severe 
overloading during a past life. Correction 
of this was a setback but would be instru-
mental in the vehicle’s final performance. 
Quickly the body began to take shape from 
string lines and tensioned timber batons 
providing imaginary lines, to macrocapa 
from an old hedgerow in Levin being 
planed and fitted. Pacific Island mahogany 
panels off set the light timber and created 
an harmonious and complementary colour 
scheme. Mike had researched the body 
style and scaled the entire body from 

pictures. While remaining true to the ’37 
style, he readily admits to adding several 
inches behind the rear guards and a subtle 
curvature of the rear, all taken from 1938. 
Both are cosmetic improvements that lift 
the style and make its appearance more 
pleasing to the eye. 

The motor is a standard Mercury from 
1947, an improvement Mike was happy 
to make. It appears the same as 1937 
but provides greater horse power, perfor-
mance and reliability. Of course this was 
a common swap; after all you were able to 
send your 85hp motor back to the factory 
for tweeking to 100hp. It was totally recon-
ditioned in Murray Horn’s workshop and 
a thoroughly perfect job was done. While 
this didn’t come with standard manifolds, 
he fitted free flow exhausts due to expense, 
plus to give it a little tickle up. This is all 
coupled to a gearbox with ’37 internals 
removed and replaced with 1947 parts.

The Ford Gods rained parts 
seemingly just when required and from 
the most unusual places. Mike is on the 
Parts Committee and familiar with the 
Horowhenua parts shed. On the job 
he stumbled across stays ideal for the 
station wagon window. He’d never seen 
them before and when questioning other 
committee members no one could recall 
their arrival? Callum Farmer on a trip to 
a farm for work discovered a single rear 
mudguard hanging onto a derelict trailer. 
Sitting in Jeff Fox’s garage for a cup of tea, 
he was asked what else he required. Mike 
said, ‘a spare wheel cover will be hard 
to come by’. Jeff pointed to one hanging 
amongst other stuff directly above Mike’s 
head. Upon cleaning years of dirt and 
grime, inspection revealed it to be a Ford 
part and exactly the same colour the 
Woody was to be painted. During the 2012 
Rally and travelling up the Whanganui 
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River Road a bloke had a hand written 
sign on the roadside. ‘Ford Parts for Sale’, 
so in we went. This proved fruitful with 
three rods for the carburettor, so throttle, 
choke and accelerator sorted, knobs too. 
Added bonuses were some bendix springs. 
One side of the bonnet was missing the 
chrome detail. Ian Chamberlain magically 
bent up some scrap and who would know? 
English Ford Pilot hubcaps came with the 
bones. Originals are hard to come by so 
these were restored to suit. However persis-
tence took three years and many swap 
meets to turn up a correct set one by one.

The completed Woody has had its 
moments. Mike’s patience has been tested 
over and over, fettling one minor problem 
after another. Testament to his persistent 
and meticulous nature, he is now happy 
to say his work is complete and worthy 
of being critiqued. The finished vehicle 
is beautiful and the restoration is of an 
extremely high standard. 

Being asked to drive it I was somewhat 
apprehensive and reluctant. Driving others’ 
vehicles is a concern, not wanting to treat 
it anything other than he would, especially 
when in such an outstanding condition, 
worried me.

I was given the keys, and told “you’re in 
charge of the car for the day”. That didn’t 
help. The driver’s door opens with ease, no 
sticking, no dropping, it’s well constructed, 
solid and by no means heavy. I climbed 
into the driver’s seat. I’m 6' 3" tall and 
probably larger in the girth than I ought 
to be. The first thing I noticed was I sat 
very upright, after all it’s a commercial not 
a passenger car. It was more comfortable 
to have the window down and to rest your 

arm. However, the position wasn’t uncom-
fortable at all. My clod hopper just fitted 
between the brake and the inner wall with 
my toe on the accelerator. I don’t know 
how I would have managed with boots 
when working in 1937. Never mind, I fitted 
and felt comfortable. A quick appraisal of 
the controls and I was happy to be granted 
permission to turn her on. Confession 
time, I have never driven a Ford V8 before. 
Well why would I? The engine thumped 
into life with a flick of the key. I like Ford 
V8s already.

A quick feel of the brakes felt unusual. 
The pedal stopped before the floor so I 
reckoned that was okay. Moving off was 
effortless. Another check of the brakes 
moving onto the road was a worry. I had 
heard about these early Ford brakes. At 
the Give Way I had to come to a stop and 
I could tell the brakes were there near the 
bottom. My concern was short lived, after 
several stops these brakes were perfectly 
adjusted and it was me just needing to get 
used to the cables tensioning. They could 
stop you pretty quickly if need be. Typical 
Mike; he had these perfectly set up and 
never did I worry again.

Pulling away down the road was fun, no 
shortage of power. No I didn’t push it, there 
was no need. I could feel it. The sound of 
the motor was amazing. I was barely going 
before I was in top and listening to the 
engine burble and gain speed. Did I say I 
disliked V8s? Onto the open road and up 
to a comfortable speed. I was interested to 
experience the transverse front springing. 
I had heard all about this archaic system. 
The best part of an hour’s driving was 
on quiet country roads. Some were well 
constructed and even, others were differing 
cambers and bumpy. This car never faulted, 
caused concern or ran anything other than 
true. Never did I concern myself with 
where it might dart to at the next bump. 
The Woody is like a brand new car and 
it is lovely to drive. I quite like V8s. Big 
feet are fitted, 205x75x16 radial tyres make 
the handling outstanding. While I have 
not felt it with cross ply tyres, I’m acutely 
aware of the improvement similar tyres on 
my own car made transforming it and the 
handling. A sensible modification.

People ask about the body and what 
noise does it make? Does it creak? I didn’t 
notice any creaking, it’s not a sailing ship. 
Yeah there are some noises but by no 
means excessive. We could hold a conver-
sation happily traveling at 50mph. I did 
notice the body draws attention. Everyone 
wanted to look, wave and touch. Everyone 
smiled and admired the car. The timber 
battens in the roof make people look twice 

in awe. The colour is amazing and so is the 
detail and finish. While Mike would be 
too modest to put his name on the body, 
a plaque given to him states the necessary 
detail. 

I asked Mike if there was anything he 
was unhappy with and were there any 
modifications he might make to the 
Woody. He seems to think that after a 
day of seeing me at the wheel he is consid-
ering some minor seat adjustments. Any 
subsequent owner might like to improve 
the open road motoring by replacing the 
commercial diff (4.1) to a passenger car 
diff (3.6). Or perhaps an overdrive could 
be fitted. Overall nothing needed to be 
done and he was more than satisfied with 
the result.

For me, I felt special and honoured to 
drive such an outstanding, beautiful and 
unique car. This is truly an immaculate 
restoration and exceptional vehicle to 
drive. Mike has achieved his silk purse. 
Well done, this is a leading example of 
superior workmanship. Something great 
came of this experience. I feel like a 
Chevrolet turncoat. 
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The timber battens in the roof make 
people look twice in awe. The colour 
is amazing and so is the detail and 

finish

Examples of the classic cars used by 2013 tour entrants

Perth

Mildura

Sydney  

Kosciuszko

Esperance
Port Lincoln

Albury

Melbourne

Albany

Margaret 
River

Nullarbor Plain

Adelaide

Port Augusta

Canberra

Drive from West to East, crossing 4 states, 
3 time zones & 36 parallels, while visiting 5 

capital cities. Drive through Australia’s timeless 
landscape, traversing some of the world’s 
greatest pasture and farming lands. Stay 

overnight at some of Australia’s great provincial 
cities. All accommodation 3 – 4 star rating.

Ring us on 0800 535 635 or email wes@classicdriver.co.nz. to receive  
a complete day-by-day info pack & register your expression of interest.

PERTH TO SYDNEY TOUR 2015
Indian-Pacific

Classic Tours
NEW ZEALAND

Start date from Perth, Saturday August 8 
2015. Fly from Auckland on August 7.

Norseman

YOUR 
TICKETS ARE 

WAITING!

• Visit the famous Margaret River wineries of Western Australia 
• Overnight at Albany, view the historic WWI Naval Base
• Drive the great Nullarbor Plain
• Visit a famous South Australian working sheep station
• Witness vast numbers of Australian wildlife in their natural habitat
• Spend two nights at historic Hahndorf, visiting nearby Mt Barker
• View the Darling River joining the Murray at Wentworth, ride a paddle steamer  

for lunch at Echuca, and visit the National Motoring Museum in South Australia
• Cross the picturesque Snowy Mountains

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

COME JOIN US!    Bring your own classic car, and 
drive 7000km in 26 days on all bitumen roads for 
this tour led adventure across Australia 

• All air fares from NZ to Perth, and returning from Sydney to NZ 
• 26 nights accommodation. All evening meals and breakfast 
• Sea freight for your classic car to/from NZ, including transit insurance
• Matching GPSes and 2-way radios for all cars
• A prepaid Australian cellphone with $10 credit
• Only $26,000 for 1 classic car and 2 passengers twinshare

THE ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE

INVITATION

30 Beaded Wheels



Examples of the classic cars used by 2013 tour entrants

Perth

Mildura

Sydney  

Kosciuszko

Esperance
Port Lincoln

Albury

Melbourne

Albany

Margaret 
River

Nullarbor Plain

Adelaide

Port Augusta

Canberra

Drive from West to East, crossing 4 states, 
3 time zones & 36 parallels, while visiting 5 

capital cities. Drive through Australia’s timeless 
landscape, traversing some of the world’s 
greatest pasture and farming lands. Stay 

overnight at some of Australia’s great provincial 
cities. All accommodation 3 – 4 star rating.

Ring us on 0800 535 635 or email wes@classicdriver.co.nz. to receive  
a complete day-by-day info pack & register your expression of interest.

PERTH TO SYDNEY TOUR 2015
Indian-Pacific

Classic Tours
NEW ZEALAND

Start date from Perth, Saturday August 8 
2015. Fly from Auckland on August 7.

Norseman

YOUR 
TICKETS ARE 

WAITING!

• Visit the famous Margaret River wineries of Western Australia 
• Overnight at Albany, view the historic WWI Naval Base
• Drive the great Nullarbor Plain
• Visit a famous South Australian working sheep station
• Witness vast numbers of Australian wildlife in their natural habitat
• Spend two nights at historic Hahndorf, visiting nearby Mt Barker
• View the Darling River joining the Murray at Wentworth, ride a paddle steamer  

for lunch at Echuca, and visit the National Motoring Museum in South Australia
• Cross the picturesque Snowy Mountains

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

COME JOIN US!    Bring your own classic car, and 
drive 7000km in 26 days on all bitumen roads for 
this tour led adventure across Australia 

• All air fares from NZ to Perth, and returning from Sydney to NZ 
• 26 nights accommodation. All evening meals and breakfast 
• Sea freight for your classic car to/from NZ, including transit insurance
• Matching GPSes and 2-way radios for all cars
• A prepaid Australian cellphone with $10 credit
• Only $26,000 for 1 classic car and 2 passengers twinshare

THE ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE

INVITATION

 Beaded Wheels 31



Having read Grant Hitching’s article 

in BW 318 regarding the Morris rail 

inspection car, I was prompted to write 

something that I have been meaning 

to do for some time, and what better 

time to do it than on an otherwise 

boring Cook Strait crossing (heading 

for the swap meet in Christchurch).

The rail inspection car appears to be 
based on a 1939 Morris 14/6 Series 
3. We once owned one of the Series 

2 versions of this much maligned vehicle. 
My brother dubbed it “The Charge-along”. 
Being a Series 2, it had the side-valve six 
cylinder engine of 1818cc, and a three 
speed gearbox. My two brothers, my sister 
and I bought it as a family car, and at the 
time it cost us about £300, probably about 
the going rate for such things in 1954. I 
was 16 at the time and the eldest, and thus 
the only one able to drive it. 

We really should have bought something 
like a Chevrolet or Plymouth, which I 
initially wanted to do, but somehow the 
concept of the “economical six-seater” 
took hold and so we ended up with the 
Morris, even though, as bought, it was 
really a five seater with separate front seats. 
The seating problem was solved by making 
a suitable steel frame for a front bench seat, 
which was upholstered by C U C Binder, 
upholsterers, in Arthur Street, Onehunga. 
This process necessitated replacing the 
excellent pull-up handbrake lever with a 
Ford Ten style umbrella handle thing under 
the dash. It worked OK after I devised 
an intermediate relay lever underneath to 
provide the required leverage.

It went quite well for a time, and its 
first major trip was a camping tour of 
Northland, carrying the four of us, plus 
Mum and Dad, and towing a trailer loaded 
up with heaps of heavy old camping gear. 
Even Buddy the budgie came along in his 
cage. Mum taught him to say “Buddy’s 
going camping”.

The first major challenge of the 
Northland trip was the Bryndrwyn hill, 
just south of Waipu. It was here that we 
realised the limitations of the relatively 
small six combined with a three speed 
gearbox trying to haul a heavy load. Long 
periods of grinding uphill in low gear were 
endured, in hot weather, with not a lot 
of insulation between engine and passen-
gers, and all windows and windscreen wide 
open. Fortunately the Northland landscape 
is not the hilliest in New Zealand and we 
survived. The car did not actually break 
down, apart from a burst top radiator 
hose, which we fixed by binding it up with 
insulation tape. We camped at Helensville 
(Parakai hot pools), Ruakaka, Kaikohe, 
Opononi (Opo was there) and Dargaville.

A bit of maintenance was needed 
to maintain the car to WOF standards, 
mainly to brakes and kingpins. I learned 
quite a bit about hydraulic brakes, and also 
how not to fit kingpins. Dad had some new 
oversized kingpins made and fitted to the 
stub axles, but I got the job of reaming the 
axle eyes to suit. Unfortunately I reamed a 
bit too much, and this was not helped by 
the fact that the new pins had a very slight 
taper in the wrong direction. No loctite in 
those days. But it wasn’t too bad and I used 
to give the cotter pins a whack and tighten 
just before going for a WOF and never got 
a rejection.

These cars, along with many of the 
Series Morrises, used to develop a bend in 
the middle, and our one was no exception. 
The right hand chassis rail had a crack 
by the rear engine mount, and the rail 
was held together by the engine mounting 
bracket which bridged across the crack. We 
stuck a bit of plate underneath and Dad 
borrowed an arc welder but only succeeded 
in splattering hot metal all over the place. 
So it was an Onehunga Borough Council 
welder to the rescue, to do a proper job. 
The slight bend was only reduced, not 
eliminated.

Another trip was from Auckland to 
my grandparents’ place in Haumoana, 
Hawke’s Bay. We took the trailer on that 
occasion too. While there, we discussed 
the lack of power of the Morris, and Pa 
(Grandmother’s second husband actually) 
suggested we could try decarbonising 
it or giving it a valve grind. This was 
something new to me and I was keen. So 
I set to under occasional supervision and 
removed the cylinder head and other bits 
and pieces. (So that’s what an engine looks 
like inside!)

I learned the black arts of grinding 
valves, setting tappet clearances, etc, and 
the head went back on with the original 
gasket, which was how things were done 
in those days. Then putting back the spark 
plugs I made my first serious mistake. 
Put in one plug, attached its wire, put in 

The Charge-along
By Ivan Gardiner

Above: The Charge-along at the Top of the Bruce 
on Mount Ruapehu. A group of six of us took the 
car on a ski trip one weekend. It gave no trouble, 
but on the way home I was driving and having great 
difficulty staying awake. Looking around, I saw 
that everyone else was fast asleep! I finally gave up 
the struggle and got one of the others to drive.
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another, attached its wire, but at about 
number three or four, I dropped the little 
terminal nut and down the next plug hole 
it went! Spent about ten minutes trying 
to think of an easy way out of this. Bit of 
bent wire? Or could we just leave the nut 
in there and get another one? No, doesn’t 
sound like a good idea. So, off with the 
head again, retrieved the nut, and back on 
with the head, still with original gasket of 
course.

One nice fine day we decided on a trip 
to Waimarama Beach, a short distance 
south of Napier. We had available three 
vehicles; the Morris, Pa’s lovely ‘36 Ford 
V8, and Pa’s ‘27 Reo Speed Wagon truck. 
Just for fun we decided to all pile onto the 
truck, four in the cab and four on the deck. 
Some of us got horribly sunburned that 
day. A neighbour who happened to see us 
said “You’ve got two perfectly good cars 
and you bring that thing!” 

On the way home, just south of Tirau, 
just before the rail overbridge, there was a 
bit of a bang and the rear brakes locked on. 
Investigation showed that one rear spring 
had a broken main leaf and the axle had 
moved backwards as a result, tightening 
the handbrake cables. So Dad hitched a 
ride to Tirau and the local garage man 
sent the breakdown truck and lent Dad his 
near-new Morris Oxford MO. While the 
car was in the garage in Tirau and we were 
all wondering what to do, I had a good look 
at all the springs that they had hanging on 
the wall. I saw one and said “That looks 
like the right one.” So they got it down 
and checked it, and sure enough it was 
exactly the right size. It was set just a bit 
higher than the other spring but no matter, 
by about 2am we were mobile again. We 
had a little list for some time afterwards, 
until eventually I took the broken spring to 
H Snell in Newmarket and had it repaired.

At some stage in the next year or two 
one of the big end bearings ran. This gave 
me the opportunity to learn a bit about 
the bottom end of engines. My father 
was the Onehunga Borough engineer, so 
he arranged for me to work on the car 
in a big shed at the Onehunga water-
works. As well as getting a new bearing 
poured, we decided to fit new rings, and 
have the pistons expanded (I don’t think 
they do this any more) so I pulled all the 
pistons out from underneath, a job which 
is possible on this car because of its small 
bore and long stroke. The end result was 
only a barely perceptible improvement in 
performance but at least we had a drivable 
car again.

The three speed gearbox was a continual 
annoyance. It was a terrible thing, the lever 
had a sideways movement of about a foot, 

the synchromesh was almost non-existent, 
and the ratios were very widely spaced. 
After a bit of hunting in wreckers’ yards I 
finally found a later car with a four speed 
box, and persuaded Dad to part with a few 
quid to buy this box. Pulled out the old 
three speeder, fitted the four speed, only 
to find that the drive shaft was too long. 
Fortunately the wrecker guy allowed me 
to swap driveshafts at no extra cost. This 
gearbox absolutely transformed the car. By 
the way I had already gained experience in 
removing the gearbox because the clutch 
wore out. Another discovery; it had a cork 
clutch running in oil. I took the plate to 
Dominion Motors, Morris agents, and they 
fitted new corks and trimmed them nicely.

I left school after sixth form and went 
to work in Hamilton. I used to go back 
home by bus to Auckland every second or 
third weekend. This meant that the car 
was just sitting doing nothing, so I decided 
to take it to Hamilton and let it sit there 
where at least I could look after it, and use 
it for my home visits. On one return trip to 
Hamilton one Sunday night I was travel-
ling between Ngaruawahia and Hamilton 
when yet again, the familiar big-end rattle 
set in. So I slowed right down and carried 
on with very light throttle till just north of 
Hamilton the noise increased to a dreadful 
metallic clatter. I managed to coast into a 
clear spot and stop. Somehow I got the car 
towed back to my digs, and eventually, on 
dropping the sump (still full of oil) found 
that it was not a run bearing but a big end 
bolt that had fallen out, with the other 
bolt half unscrewed. In the process the cap 
became slightly bent. In hunting through 
the oil in the sump looking for the missing 
bolt, I found a little U shaped metal thing 
with projections about half way up each 
leg. I went to an engine reco shop and 
asked if they knew what it was, and after 
some head-scratching someone said it was 
a “Fitsall” piston expander. It goes into a 
hole drilled half way up the slot in a piston 
to spread the piston skirt. I decided to 
throw it away. The big end cap went back 
on still bent – seemed OK – and of course 
new split pins on the nuts. How I forgot 
those first time round I really don’t know. 
Alzheimers setting in early perhaps.

A short time after this episode Dad said 
he would get the motor done properly if I 
took it apart. So once again back to the 
good old shed at the waterworks, took the 
engine to bits and Dad took it all away. 
About three weeks later it all came back 
rebored and with new pistons and bearings,  
and over a couple of weekends I put it 
all together again. Started it up, sounded 
good, but no oil pressure. Oh dear. After 
a few unproductive efforts at priming the 

pump, I finally removed it, to discover that 
a vital hole had not been cut in the gasket. 
Back together and 40lbs pressure easily 
achieved without any priming needed. 
After a bit of running in, that engine was 
a really good strong performer and never 
gave any more trouble, apart from the 
slight conflagration as mentioned later.

After a year working in Hamilton 
I decided to return home to Auckland 
and got a job there. In the winter of the 
next year I did my three months military 
service, and after that decided I wanted 
a motor scooter, and bought a new 
Lambretta 150LD. (Another story there.) 
So the Morris was not used very much 
until my brother was old enough to drive, 
and it was at this time he dubbed it “The 
Charge-along”. One day he was charging 
along Manukau Road in Epsom, Auckland, 
when the engine caught fire. Fortunately a 
passing trolley bus stopped and the driver 
put out the fire with his extinguisher, after 
which it was discovered that the engine 
was still running! Dad came to the rescue 
again and we towed the Morris home 
behind the Council’s Ford Consul Mk 1. 
Damage was restricted to just burnt paint 
on the bonnet, burnt ignition wires and 
buckling of the bakelite cable ducting, all 
easily fixed. I never worked out why it 
caught fire, and it never happened again.

The rest of the family got some good 
use of the Morris during the following four 
years when I was riding motor scooters; the 
Lambretta and later Triumph Tigress. I still 
had the doubtful pleasure of maintaining 
the car, though oil and water was about 
all it ever needed. It was finally traded in 
for far too little (as usual). I heard from 
the dealer that the gearbox got a bit noisy 
and so he re-fitted the old three speeder. 
I would have put new bearings in the 
four speeder, but dealers are motivated by 
money more than anything else.

The Fourteen was not the most 
beautiful of cars. The bigger Morrises 
had a heavier, cross braced chassis, and 
their bodies were better proportioned, 
but the Fourteen appeared to me to be 
something they cobbled together by adding 
two extra cylinders to a Ten engine, 
widening the chassis and stretching it at 
the front, lengthening the bonnet and 
setting the rear slope of the body to a 
more vertical position, enlarging the rear 
quarter windows in the process. The doors 
were identical to those on the Ten/Twelve 
models. 

But we left it in much better mechan-
ical condition that we got it, and someone 
would have got a reliable, if not beautiful, 
car.  

BW
 

The Charge-along
By Ivan Gardiner

 Beaded Wheels 33



VCCNZ National AGM 2014
Words Kevin Clarkson, photos Bruce Hutton qsm, fpsnz

In his column on page 4 National 
President John Coomber has covered 
the activities that took place over 

the AGM weekend in Wellington on 
8/9/10 August this year. It was a well run 
event and by all accounts was enjoyed 
by the participants. A real bonus for us 
was having VCC Founder member and 
Life Member Andy Anderson there and 
he gave us a thoughtful and passionate 
speech. 

The Sunday visit to Southwards was 
great and a few pleasant hours were spent 
there and we particularly appreciated being 

given access to areas normally excluded 
to the public such as the workshops and 
vehicle storage areas.

Both the Executive meeting on Friday 
night and the AGM on Saturday were well 
run and did not run over time even though 
it seemed everybody that wanted to could 
have their say.

VCCNZ Management Committee; front row L 
to R: Rod Brayshaw, Regstrar; Dianne Quarrie, 
Committee Member; John Coomber, National 
President; Michael Lavender, Secretary/
Treasurer; Tony Bartlett, Committee Member; 
Back row; Marilyn McKinley, Archivist; Tony 
Haycock, Speed Steward; Kevin Clarkson, 
Beaded Wheels Chairman; Ed Boyd, Committee 
Member; Julie Cairns, National Office Manager; 
Alon Mayhew, South Island Club Captain; Paul 
Collins, North Island Club Captain.

Right: Life members dealing with the paperwork. 
L to R: Roger White, Frank Renwick, Andy 
Anderson (talking to Paul Collins)

Archival Footage Available Soon
Over the years the VCCNZ National 

Archive has been given many videos of 
Vintage Car Club events, many profes-
sionally shot and edited. Recently we have 
taken the step of digitising these videos. 
They will be available on a portable hard 
drive for viewing on a variety of devices. 
The National Management Committee 
has made a decision to give one of the 
hard drives to each branch and that will 
be happening shortly. This means that 
branches will be able to run these videos 
at events as a background or even as a 

feature. The videos are indexed and it 
should be an easy matter to pick up on the 
particular video you want to watch. 

Each new 500gb USB3.0 hard drive is a 
like having your own “You Tube” channel 
with thousands of photos from a collec-
tion of 42 CDs and 249 archival videos 
spanning over 100 years of material.

Most videos are good quality profes-
sional productions. Each hard drive comes 
with operating instructions and a full 
index. 

Our intention is to make the hard drive 
available for members to purchase for their 
own use. The cost will be $100 per hard 
drive. 

Ordering your Copy
Hard drives will be available exclu-

sively from Branch Secretaries who will 
be notified when they are available for you 
to order. Please do not contact National 
Office to place your order but go through 
your branch secretary.
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Repairers and Restorers of Vintage and Classic Instruments
Speedo Cables repaired or made new to order

Ian could have been a foundation 
member of Wanganui Branch had 
he joined when on his first rally in 

Taranaki at the age of 15. However he 
didn’t follow up club membership until 
1985 when he joined with a 1955 Mk1 
Ford Zephyr convertible. There followed 
restorations of a 1917 Buick, a 1906 Reo, a 
1925 Organ Truck and then a scratch-built 
1906 Baby Reo completed in just 13 weeks 
in 2013.

With a working life in panelbeating 
and heavy engineering, Ian’s contribution 
to other people’s cars has meant dozens of 
Veteran and Vintage vehicles have been 
restored to roadworthy condition.

At branch level Ian has served on the 
committee and as chairman while setting 
up the present clubrooms. He ran a hugely 
successful open day associated with the 
2012 International Rally, which attracted 
the biggest crowd in Wanganui’s history. 
Since then he has continued with resto-
ration and finishing touches of several 
vehicles, including two Veterans. He has 
done repair work on Wanganui’s prestigious 
Waimarie Riverboat, and assisted with the 
relaunch for public use of the Whanganui 
Tram. He helped found Vintage Weekend 
that coincides each year with Wellington’s 
anniversary, and continues to be involved. 
He’s part of a six-man team who dismantle 

old scrap metal to raise funds for the VCC. 
He has just finished rebuilding his original 
Monkey Organ, and at age 76 is about to 
re-do his Mk1 Zephyr after 30 years or 
regular use.

In supporting Ian and raising their 
family of five, Fay has also been  strongly 
a part of the Wanganui Branch. She was 
secretary and newsletter editor for many 
years and is still reporter to Beaded Wheels. 
She is an accomplished musician, regularly 
playing for several resthomes in Wanganui. 
She is involved in her church, and donates 
extensively of her time and produce to 
deserving causes for fundraising.

John L 
Goddard 
Trophy
Words Bill Cockram  
photo Bruce Hutton qsm, fpsnz

Ian and Fay Chamberlain of Wanganui 

Branch are this year’s recipients of the 

John L  Goddard Trophy for their long 

term and very extensive involvement 

in the Vintage Car Club.
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Speech Given at VCCNZ AGM
Wellington, 9 August, 2014

As an organisation dedicated to the resurrection of motoring 
antiquities, I guess its not inappropriate for your Executive to 
resurrect its very own most antique of antiquities; and here I am!

This City of Wellington, whilst not amongst the very earliest 
Branches of this Club, has had significant influence upon us from 
our very early days as the Vintage Vehicles Association. In the 
last days of WWII it produced The New Zealand Sportscar Club 
which set out to be a national organisation like the VSCC in the 
UK. It did gain a wide spread of membership but totally failed to 
find a way to harness our country’s inherent parochialism and so 
died!

Names: Easterbrook-Smith brothers Geof and Toby, John 
McMillan and wife Billie, Errol Ansell, Roy Cowan, and Allan 
Freeman spring to mind as strong influences on those Canterbury 
students of the VVA.

Rob Shand regularly attended Paekakariki Hill Climbs and 
Trevor Wickham duly invited the VVA to attend the meeting that 
was to establish ANZCC and on that august body when formed, 
Geof Easterbrook-Smith ensured that VVA concerns were listened 
to and adopted. Roy Cowan edited and personally contributed 
to the ANZCC’s first serious job, its own magazine Sportscar to 
which the now renamed VCC of NZ significantly contributed.

Our ANCC involvement swiftly demonstrated to us that our 
much vaunted “of New Zealand” title would need some very “out 
of the square” organising to avoid the fate that was before our very 
eyes overcoming The NZ Sportscar Club.

Sportscar had from its beginnings under Roy Cowan’s hand 
given to ANZCC a family atmosphere that helped to counter most 
of the more negative effects of parochialism but the magazine’s 
demise quickly dimmed this and from “family’’ it rapidly became 
“bureaucracy”.

Plenty of signals for the watchful and both Rob and I were just 
that!

Wellington; we owe you much for the club’s success from a 
period many years before your Branch formation and since then 
we have had many a vigorous AGM here. The final admission a 
class of Post Vintage vehicles was achieved at a Wellington AGM. 
In August 1968 at a Wellington AGM I stood down as President 
to hand over to the late Jim Sullivan and delivered a farewell 
report, which on rereading today, appears to cover challenges and 
problems that are still with us 46 years on!

Now when you are sufficiently rash to resurrect human antiques 
you have to endure a spot of hobby horse riding sparked by that 
reread and I can only hope that this particular ride is reasonably 
smooth. Over the years Rob and I had plenty of barneys over 
detail but only one major and significant difference of opinion as 
to ultimate goals for the Club.

Rob tried to steer us towards a relatively restricted membership 
whilst I successfully achieved the very wide and expanding system 
we currently enjoy. As he was wont to hammer at me, a restricted 
membership made the exercise of governance relatively simple, 
limiting internal intolerances and financial expenditure. Whereas 
the communication systems required to optimise our current 
system was in discussion in that report 46 years ago and have not 
really been successfully defined, let alone achieved, since.

Let me reiterate the four basics of the Club as expressed in 
August 1968.
1.  The Club is recognised as a meeting point for all kinds of 

people who for pleasure or necessity run old motor vehicles or 
have an interest in them.

2.  It is there to actively assist any group of members to do 
whatever they like doing with their vehicles viz. driving them, 
working on them, or just talking about them! And by so doing 
ensuring that such vehicles continue to give pleasure to their 
owners and to other members.

3.  Such activities shall not in any way hinder or prohibit the 
activities of any other group of members or individual member 
from enjoying their vehicles in any way they choose.

4.  The Club is pledged to give the greatest amount of service to 
each member at the least possible cost. But as costs rise all 
members must choose between a rise in cost or a diminution 
of services.

The modern (1968) problem is one arising from the great 
number of people who are in category (1) and the corresponding 

At our recent AGM Club Life Member Andrew Anderson 

gave a thought-provoking speech – his words make 

intriguing reading for all those who are interested in the 

origins of our club and principles that have guided the 

historic motoring movement as it has grown and matured in 

New Zealand.

Looking Back 
and  
Moving Forward
Photo Bruce Hutton qsm, fpsnz

Management committee member Dianne Quarrie with Andrew Anderson at 
this year’s AGM.

The goal is obvious. Anyone with a 30 year old vehicle 
or older should automatically see the VCC of NZ Inc as 
their alma mater, their ever present source of help and 

support, anywhere in New Zealand.
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tendency for groups to form which are large and vociferous and 
tend to conveniently forget item (3) which is really the guts of the 
whole Club.

In that world of 1968 in the build up to the 1972 International 
Rally any owner of a then Club Eligible Vehicle would probably 
automatically approach the Club for any help or support but the 
word probably was already becoming questionable.

Today does it apply at all? To an Historic Racing Car owner? 
A Veteran Car owner? A 1938 Buick 8 owner? A Triumph TR2 
owner?

I have an awful suspicion that we antiquarians did a bit too 
well and our path has become sacrosanct – it ain’t! But those four 
base principles are!

The goal is obvious. Anyone with a 30 year old vehicle or older 
should automatically see the VCC of NZ Inc as their alma mater, 
their ever present source of help and support, anywhere in New 
Zealand.

They should be able to drive their vehicle, compete with it, 
work on it and talk about it too! As well as have everyone else in 
the Club sufficiently interested to assist. 

I very much doubt we can achieve anything like this within our 
present governance structure. Governance is really very simple in 
concept and quite extraordinarily difficult in practice.

Governance in practice
•  Set clear practicable goals.
•  Devise plans to achieve these goals and then, the really 

difficult bit;
•  See that they are achieved! Leave nothing in the “too hard 

basket”!
Your Executive covered this aspect of Club management in 

their recent questionnaire and hopefully this doubt of mine will 
be duly removed!

All antiquity can ask of the present is to ensure;
•  To us, nothing is impossible – always set your goals high!
•  Always keep those four basics sacrosanct. Tolerance for all 

and every facet of enthusiasm.
•  Members are first-always; not Sponsor, not Government, not 

Bureaucracy. 
•  Enthusiasm is of necessity a laugh. A po-faced enthusiast is a 

contradiction in terms!
With which this hobby horse ride has come to an end. Was 

that all too difficult?

Excerpt from A A Anderson’s President’s Report from the minutes of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc for the year 1967/68

 Beaded Wheels 37



R’OilCan Rally 
Waitemata Branch 

Words and photos Di Humphreys

The week prior to the annual R’OilCan 
Rally was horrendous with wind and 
rain damage causing havoc throughout 
Auckland and the North. Harold Booth 
and his organising team must have had 
a sleepless night or two for the rally was 
going north and the news was getting 
worse instead of better for that region. 
R’OilCan day arrived, Saturday 14 July 
and yes it was still raining! A lot of us 
travelled to the start of the ‘Can’ with 
hoods erected. Pointless getting wet 
before we even start was the general cry. 
Amazingly as the dawn rose the rain eased 
and by 10am the rain was virtually gone 
and the weather just got better and better. 
Tail-End Charlie became a very necessary 
asset as the day progressed with our first 
vehicle going astray only a mile or two 
from the start. Vaughan Beesley and his 
trusty navigator John Gairdner, overshot 
the first instruction and the lock on the 
Hotchkiss is typically Vintage so into the 
soft highway edge they went. From there 
on all was steadily quiet as we travelled 
west through the country that is quickly 
becoming part of the larger Auckland city 
area. Then the Dewhurst Essex decided to 

blow a head gasket so ‘Daffodil’ was pushed 
into a garage and a tow truck was ordered. 
The car was delivered home early the 
following week. Members of the extended 
family were also on the rally so Norm and 
grandson Ryan Winterbottom were able 
to travel in the rear of the Winterbottom 
Sunbeam. By morning tea time we were 
all pretty enthusiastic about the improved 
weather and all hoods bar one were down. 
After all, the event is supposed to be a ‘top 
down only’ rally. The remainder of the 
morning was spent travelling further north 
via many back roads that were in remark-
able condition considering all the rain the 
north had had. Clynt Inns from the South 
Island shared his Jaguar C Type replica 
with Wallace McNair and Max Jamieson 
had Ramon Farmer, also from the South 
Island as his navigator in the Jamieson 
Delage. Lunch stop was at a pub on route to 
Dargaville. Last minute changes were made 
to the instructions to enable us to continue 
north towards our final destination. First 
time we’ve ever seen a farmer travelling 
over his farm in a motor boat. Paddocks 
were flooded, lots of slips, trees uprooted, 
what a mess. By now the Goldingham 
Sunbeam had called it quits and once again 
courtesy of AA Plus, the Sunbeam was 
delivered home and Jacqui Goldingham 
and passenger Pat Bren of Napier came 

back into the rally in a modern. Twenty 
nine miles from the finish the Humphrey’s 
Lancia did in a sliding pillar on the suspen-
sion. 

We had to wait for the tow truck 
to navigate a flood but we were finally 
delivered to the Omapere Copthorne Hotel 
just in time for dinner. The Lancia went on 
to Kaikohe where it stayed for two weeks. 
Until the main highway between Kaikohe 
and Whangarei was repaired it could not 
be delivered back to Auckland. Auckland 
Branch members and Waitemata F.O.B 
(friend of branch), Tracey and Stephen 
Winterbottom were the rather flabber-
gasted winners of the 2014 R’OilCan Rally. 
With the rallying experience that Tracey 
and Stephen have Waitemata’ites can look 
forward to another great ‘Can’ in 2015.

Sunday saw yet more breakdowns 
with Max and Shirley Belcher’s Model A 
breaking down only five miles from home 
and an easy tow home. The Goldingham 
Lea Francis died just north of Te Hana 
and once again the AA Plus was called 
upon. The Goldingham team very recently 
sold a Triumph Spitfire which needed 
some titivating to one of our young branch 
members. This car proved to be the only 
reliable Goldingham vehicle on the rally.

rally snippets

Waitemata: Simpson Sunbeam laundry.Waitemata:  R’OilCan lunch stop.

Waitemata:  Morning tea at Komokoriki community hall.Waitemata:  A typical Northland hazard - cows. Waitemata:  2014 R’OilCan winners, 
Tracey and Stephen Winterbottom.
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North Island  
Club Captain’s Tour 

6-16 April 2014 
Words and photos from notes supplied by 
Paul Collins and Margaret Heaven.

Ten entrants left Wellsford for a 10  
day motoring tour from Waikato to 
Waipukarau. We gathered additional 
entrants along the way to bring our total 
to 16 including four from the South Island.

The tour visited many North Island 
branches along our route including South 
Waikato, Taupo, Rotorua, Bay of Plenty, 
Eastern Bay of Plenty, Gisborne, Hawke’s 
Bay with a final dinner organised with 
the Central Hawke’s Bay Branch. The 
route included travelling over the Motu, 
an historic piece of roading, on our way to 
Hicks Bay and East Cape. We appreciated 
the support that branches went to hosting 
us for refreshments and meals and really 

enjoyed the opportunity to meet members 
of our club living in other parts of the 
country. Inevitably at most branch visits 
parts sheds and clubrooms were opened up 
and studied with much interest.

The tour had a busy itinerary including 
a variety of tourist activities, boat rides, 
a rail tour along with visits to workshops, 
galleries, car restorers and aircraft, car 
and motorcycle collections. We motored 
through some stunning inland and coastal  
scenery taking the weather in our stride; 
a little bit of everything from cold wet 
rain to beautiful sunshine. It’s all part of 
touring New Zealand in April. 

Our planned arrival at Waipukurau was 
in time for the North Island Easter Rally a 
couple of days later with scenic tours of the 
area, especially on the Sunday runs. 

We had a thoroughly great time with 
the tour group and thank them all for 
participating.  BW

North Island Club Captain’s Tour. Cars at the start of the Tour at Waikato Branch. (L to R) 1950 Citroen light 15, Triumph 2000, 1934 Chevrolet, Rob 
Webster,  Harry Heaven, and Clive Merry next to his 1938 Chevrolet.

Warren Saunders with head buried under the  
bonnet of his Humber Super Snipe.

Joy Nealey wearing the funny hat, awarded daily 
to whoever did something wrong or silly. Kathy 
Collins behind, left.

A.Q.T.UTE. A club member’s vehicle at a branch 
visited.

Harry Heaven beside a Bedford truck at Lake 
Whakamaru, waiting for the paddle boat ride.

Pop’s Service Station. Harry Heaven and Paul Collins talking machinery at the Davidson’s collection at 
Otorohanga.
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This year is the 100th Anniversary 
of the Dodge car. In February 1912 Ford 
announced plans to establish branch 
factories in widely spread areas of the 
United States. Three months later the 
Dodge Brothers went public with their 
intention of building their own motor 
car. Several possibilities were being tested 
at that time. After this announcement 
engineer Frederick Haynes, left H H 
Franklin to became works manager for 
Dodge Brothers. 

The following June Dodge Bros. 
notified Henry Ford that they were 
stopping manufacturing parts for the 
Model T in one year’s time. In October 
1914 test cars from the Dodge factory were 
already being road tested and pronounced 
“decidedly gratifying.” Practically the 
entire output for the first year had already 
been allotted and several hundred workers 
added to the staff. The selling price was 
between $680 and $750 per machine.

John Callesen from Manawatu has 
one of the earliest Dodge cars in New 
Zealand. serial number 32580, a 1915 
Model found by Nigel Browning on a farm 
in Rangiwahia Gorge, Manawatu in 1969. 
It was in a fairly ratty state but there 
was enough body on it to identify it as a 
roadster. In the early ‘70s it was swapped 
with Bob Ballantyne for a Model T. Bob 
managed to find another early roadster 
body for it in the USA. Later it was 
on-sold to John Bayly in Matamata. For 20 
years John Callesen had been collecting 
and restoring Dodges so hearing of a 1915 
model was attractive and he purchased 
it. On the same day wife Judy found her 
1912 Clement-Bayard, also in Matamata, 
but that’s another story. Being the gallant 
gentleman that he is Judy’s car came first 

on the list for restoration and the Dodge 
never quite got to the front of the resto-
ration queue but through the years John 
found enough parts to have a complete 
vehicle but then became more interested 
in Cadillacs. Friend Allan Hardacre 
was looking for a project and has been 
working on the Dodge and will drive it 
when finished. It is hoped that it will be 
ready for the Vero International Festival of 
Motoring Rally at Dunedin in 2016. 

Our own 1915 Dodge is just a month or 
two newer and has been on the road since 
1981. We bought it from Christchurch. 
The previous owner, Ron Duffield, had 
dismantled the entire motor and running 
gear, wrapped each part individually and 
packed it into boxes. There was no body 
but we knew it had been a tourer at one 
time. Home came the biggest puzzle you 
can imagine but with prior knowledge 
from restoring other Dodge cars from 
the 1920s era Rob was able to set about 
putting it all together. A tourer body was 
later retrieved, minus doors, from a swamp 
in the Fairlie area and we had another 
bit of luck when early Dodge tourer doors 
were found under a house that was being 
demolished in Wanganui. This car has 
been from one end of the country to the 
other more than once and has proved to 
be rugged and reliable. 

Brian Rankine is working against the 
clock trying to complete the restoration 
of his 1902 Mathieu in time to drive it on 
next year’s London to Brighton Rally. This 
is a massive undertaking as Brian only had 
the bare bones of the car that started its 
New Zealand journey in Nelson and many 
parts have needed rebuilding. There was a 
lucky break-though when Brian was able 
to access useful information from Brussels 
through a newsletter article. 

The Richardson Museum in 
Invercargill has recently taken ownership 
of 32 pre-1940 Fords, most of which came 
from the Ford Museum in Darwin that 
was set up by Jim Cooper, now residing in 
Wanaka. There are several Veteran Fords 
amongst the collection including a replica 
1896 Quadracycle, an example of the first 
experimental car built by Henry Ford in 
a workshop behind his home in Detroit. 
It had a twin cylinder engine with a 
chain-cum-belt drive and attained 20mph. 
Alongside this are a 1904 Model A, a 1904 
C that was a development of the A, a 
1905 Model F, a 1906 Model N as well as 
1907 Models S, R and K. Completing the 
display are examples of a 1910 and a 1915 
Ford T.

Although the complete Ford collection 
has not yet been officially unveiled they 
are on display at the museum. 

Diane Ross 
38 Keenans Road 
RD 2, Ashburton 
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

1915 Dodge.

Callesen’s 1915 Dodge with the rest of their Dodge 
collection.
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Greg Terrill from Waikato is the new 
owner of the 1906 Cadillac previously 
owned by Digby Young of Hawke’s Bay. 
It is presently undergoing some refurbish-
ment. 

The 1910 Clement Bayard owned by 
Derek Prebble of Ashburton has gone 
to new owners Peter and Lesley Laing of 
Dunedin. Derek had this car for several 
years having won a tender offered by the 
Gore Branch. The motor, running gear 
and gearbox have since all been done up. 
There is a new radiator and a new set of 
wheels. However there is no body at this 
stage. 

Now to finish with here’s a tale from 
the amazing coincidence file. A relative 
of a friend saw a partly rebuilt Veteran 
car on a trailer in Wellington waiting to 
cross Cook Strait and took a photograph 
that he emailed to the mutual friend who 
lives in Ashburton. This photo turned 
up on my computer asking for identifica-
tion if possible. At the same time Rob 
and I were at the National Vintage Car 
Club AGM in Wellington and the South 
Island Club Captain suggested to me that I 
contact Murray Pryde in Central Otago as 
he may have a story for me. This I did and 
here’s the story. Some years ago Murray’s 
wife Jenny’s father, Doug Pedlow, who was 
a chemist in Oamaru was rebuilding a 

1909 De Dion 4 cylinder BQ Model. I’m 
told it’s a very rare car. In 1969 when the 
family moved to Wanaka Doug decided 
that Model T Fords were more his line 
than the De Dion and he offered it to 
the Southward museum who duly bought 
it. Some years later Murray and Jenny 
took their daughters to the museum to see 
Grandad’s car. An approach was made to 
buy it back and negotiations began. It took 
some time but finally the Prydes have it 
back and that was the car on the trailer 
at the ferry terminal. Before Doug Pedlow 
it was owned by the Hubbard Family in 
Timaru. It is fairly complete coming with 
a box of bits that David McIvor from 
Invercargill is helping Murray to identify 
and the new tyres that cost $18 each in 
the good old days are still with it.

I am always happy to receive historic or 
restoration articles and updates on Veteran 
vehicles as it is only by readers’ input that 

this column can continue.  
Email your Veteran stories to me at 

randross@kinect.co.nz 

Why buy

Beaded Wheels  

– when you can 
get it free*

Membership fees vary from branch to branch
www.vcc.org.nz | phone 03 366 4461  

admin@vcc.org.nz

Join us today - we have over 35 
branches and over 8,000 members 

throughout New Zealand

*Join the Vintage Car Club 
and receive each issue of 
Beaded Wheels delivered 
to your letterbox as part 

of your membership

Joining the Vintage Car Club costs 
little more than you have been 

paying for this magazine and yet 
you receive all the other benefits 
of belonging to our great club 

including free advertising in this 
magazine. 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) 
caters for all motor vehicles that 
are over 30 years old but it is not 
a requirement to own an eligible 
vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 
membership application forms 

and branch details. Contact your 
local branch for more information, 

addresses are listed inside the 
front cover of this issue.

1915 Dodge. 1909 De Dion.
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The Cars of My Life. Part 2.

We concluded Part 1 of this motoring 
memory with my early recollections of the 
first cars that our family had experienced; 
the two 1930s Vauxhalls that saw us 
through the 1950s and well into the ‘60s. 
With that done I should be moving ahead 
to the time I was actually old enough to 
own a vehicle of my own; to make the 
choice, slap the money on the counter 
and drive away. However there were a few 
more vehicles that were given time in the 
family fleet and which significantly influ-
enced my future purchasing.

First up, while we still enjoyed the 
space and comfort of the big old Vauxhall, 
was a small runabout car for my mother. 
The Vauxhall was simply too big and 
heavy for her and with the family fortunes 
improving father dragged in a Morris 8. 
That creation had a very negative impact 
on any future choices. It was, being blunt, 
a dog. It seemed solid and suitable but I 
can only remember it letting my mother 
down time and time again. Thankfully 
father got the message quite clearly and, 
much to his credit, he got enthused by 
the reports appearing of the new Morris 
and Austin Minis. In those days it was 
a matter of ordering and waiting. He 
ordered and waited and in due course a 
brand new red Morris Mini arrived. This 
was a Mk 1 Mini; it came complete with 

grey cardboard interior trim, with sliding 
front windows, with a starter button on 
the floor between the front seats, with 
a long cranked wand of a gear lever, a 
single large round speedo in the middle 
of the dash, holes in the floor under the 
front mats that were filled with poorly 
fitting rubber bungs and a boot which, 
despite the size of the car, was capable 
of accommodating much more than 
any of our previous vehicles would even 
consider. And it could seat two adults 
and three children quite well. The Mini 
was our introduction to a new motoring 
age and that little car served us well for 
a good number of years. It had failings 
but not too many, and my memory has it 
that the rubber bungs in the floor were 
its Achilles heel. The problem was that 
while we assumed the holes and rubber 
bungs were designed for some purpose 
they served another more frustrating. The 
pressure of water splashing underneath on 
wet roads pushed the bungs out and before 
long left driver and front passenger with 
wet feet and soaking mats. Mr Issigonis 
got that bit wrong. Wet feet aside the 
new age with east-west engine and better 
designed space captured father and we 
moved on to a Morris 1100 and then to 
Riley. A brand new Riley Elf for mother 
which she retained until she had to stop 
driving not many years ago, and which 
now resides with a younger family member 
with something around 80,000 miles on 
its clock. A remarkable run. Father upped 
the stakes a bit and acquired a Riley too; 
not the 1100 Kestrel but the scarcer 1300. 
It was actually quite a nice vehicle with 
a quality interior, including leather trim, 
and that grunty 1275 motor. It went well 
too except for a single failing and that was 
overheating. Time and again it went back 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels  
and other things

to the dealer and time and again they 
failed to solve the problem despite head 
gasket exchanges and planing the head. 
Perhaps the cooling system was inade-
quate. I don’t know but that insoluble 
matter brought an end to the ownership 
of the 1300. Pity really as it did go and 
handle well and I’ve never seen another 
on the road. Perhaps they all overheated.

And so the time came when my age 
and financial progress got me to the point 
of choice and purchase. I was training in 
Australia for four years and actually didn’t 
need a car for most of that time, but it 
was the era when one could buy a vehicle 
overseas and having owned it and used 
it for 12 months it could be imported to 
New Zealand duty free. It was 1968 and 
I was due to return to New Zealand so it 
made good sense to bring a car along. I 
wanted a sporty machine but funds were 
not plentiful and this was not the era of 
‘borrow and borrow and hang the conse-
quences’. Our generation had been well 
trained in the practices of our parents and 
their generation who had suffered through 
the great depression of the 1930s and who 
by and large embraced the dictum of never 
owe anyone anything. Thus the carefully 
saved cash had to find a suitable car. I 
would have liked an MGB.  Everyone 
wanted one in the mid-‘60s, or a Fiat 
124 coupe; an Alfa even, but they were 
all beyond the budget and it had to be 
new to qualify for the duty free import. 
Finally a decision had to be made. An 
order was placed and I settled upon the 
little and rather attractive Fiat 850 coupe. 
The model was introduced in 1966 and 
became an international hit by virtue 
of its looks and the handy performance 
dished out by its 843cc rear mounted four 
cylinder power plant, excellent handling, 
lots of grip, 40 mpg fuel consumption and 
a 90mph top speed. Mine turned up at the 
Canberra dealers in December 1967 which 
was just perfect as I was shipping home in 
December ’68. I had no choice in colour 
or trim but I was happy enough with the 
creamy beige paintwork and the tan trim 
that became my lot, and I liked the sporty 
wood rim wheel and the hooded instru-
ment binnacle a la Ferrari. What I didn’t 
like one little bit was the dealer. I turned 
up to find the car I was about to pay for 
carrying a flashy colourful sign crying out 
“Buy this car and win a holiday for two 
to Surfers Paradise”. That seemed pretty 
cool to me so I gave the prospect a little 
thought in the full knowledge that this 
was the vehicle I was about to push cash 
across the counter for. The floor man had 
no idea who I was but he sidled up in his 
‘car salesman’ way and asked if he could 

I liked the sporty wood 
rim wheel and the hooded 

instrument binnacle a la Ferrari. 
What I didn’t like one little bit 

was the dealer. 
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help. “Well” I said,” I’m going to buy one 
of these little Fiats so if I buy this one I’ll 
get the holiday too?” He was no slouch this 
chap; “Yes and no sir” he intoned. “We’ll 
happily supply an 850 coupe for you but I 
am sorry to say that we sold this very car 
just this morning.”  Now things were about 
to get interesting and the friend with me 
could hardly contain himself as he waited 
for the next round. “Bugger”, said I, “so the 
buyer has grabbed the holiday”? ‘Fraid so” 
chortled the slippery character in charge, 
“but we can certainly have a car on the 
floor for you within a couple of weeks.” 

“No No,” says I; “it’s all ok. I’m the 
guy who has bought this car”, pointing 
happily to my new toy and the accompa-
nying holiday, “I’ve just popped in now to 
pay for it.”

That set the cat among the Fiats. 
Slippery lost his tan very quickly, a pale 
cloud drifted across his face and his mouth 
hung open. He managed a strangled ‘Just 
excuse me for a moment boys’ and headed 
for the office door. Within a very few 
minutes our man slipped back across the 
floor behind a shiny smiley chap complete 
with suit and tie. He introduced himself 
as the owner of the dealership and in 
his most genuine and apologetic tone 
explained that they could not award me 
the holiday promotion as I had confirmed 
I would buy the car before he had given 
notice of the prize promotion and that 
he had specifically told his team that the 
advertising be directed to family saloon 
vehicles in the showroom. Of course he 
was hugely apologetic about the mix up 
and sweetened the deal with the offer of an 
upgrade to the best set of tyres available for 
the car. Of course while this was going on 
slippery had carefully removed the holiday 
promo from my new car and slipped noise-
lessly away. 

Well I knew there’d be a catch but I was 
sure those guys had deliberately put the 
advertising banner on my car safe in the 
knowledge that they wouldn’t have to front 
up with the prize.

So I got my first real car and loved it. 
My best mate had bought an MGB. It 
looked lovely in red but on the long and 
frequent weekend race to Sydney the little 
Fiat could stay with the B. We lost a little 
on the straights but add a few winding bits 
and the red thing was fair game.

The 850 came home to New Zealand 
early in 1969 and never missed a beat over 
the next year of ownership and some pretty 
lengthy runs. The upgraded model hit 
the dealerships in ‘69. A little bit of style 
improvement with a cam tail and extra 
lighting, plus a wee bit of interior bling 
and an extra 60cc to add to the grunt. I 

ordered a new one and traded in for a fair 
price. I got lucky too as no more than a 
couple of days after the deal was completed 
my old car blew a head gasket for the 
dealer. Things happen. If anyone sees my 
old coupes around EC8043 or FP684 I’d 
love to know. However they were, sadly, 
very attractive rust food, just like other 
Italians of the era, so I expect both have 
succumbed by now.

Time passed. A tour of duty in a war 
zone called Vietnam and then marriage, 
the restraints of which demanded a family 
hack possessed of a little more space. Enter, 
in the early ‘70s, the first of a couple of 
Morris 1100s. Perfect. Never any trouble, 
economical and handy performance 

along with good handling. Others might 
have had different experiences but I was 
happy with my chunk of fading English 
engineering and I was able to justify shed 
space for the Morgan and then the Austin 
Healey (Beaded Wheels issue #312). 1973 
saw some family growth. Clearly a large 
truck, and this was before anyone invented 
the SUV breed, was going to be needed. I 
settled on a Bedford. Well not quite, but 
it came from the same stable, a 2 litre 
Vauxhall Victor SL. The model with the 
‘coke bottle’ style rear guards and with the 
motor Lotus had had some part in creating. 
I don’t think the model was particularly 
popular but I quite liked it because it was 
comfortable, it did have lots of space, it 
proved reliable and with a decent set of 
radial tyres attached it was remarkably 
roadworthy. I remember well a trip north 
from Christchurch to catch the Picton 
ferry. Raining the whole way but through 
the winding bits around Kaikoura the 
Vauxhall with a set of Dunlop radials gave 
me one of the best drives ever. Marvellous. 
Mind you any competition was mostly a 
mix of Holden, Cortina, Morris and other 
aging ordinary.

1973 saw a move to Christchurch with 
a house having to be purchased to accom-
modate the addition and me giving up 
the military in favour of university study. 
That meant no income but it was before 
the days of student loans and when a 
scholarship to pay the miserly fees could 
be applied for. With scholarship obtained 
and a part time job at the local super-

market family life carried on, albeit very 
economically. That meant too that the 
Vauxhall Victor had to make way for a 
cheaper version, an HB Viva for wife and 
child and my university travel need met 
by my Matchless 500 single. The old bike 
wasn’t too flash but with practice I had 
learned its secrets and for the following 
three years it roamed the city from campus 
to campus and part time job to part time 
job and it never failed. We moved up a few 
notches in 1976 when I, with a couple of 
degrees in my pocket, was offered a post on 
the university staff. Brilliant, we bought a 
bigger house and it came complete with an 
enviable set of garages; oh, and before long, 
a further noisy hungry addition. Clearly 
there was now a need to fill the garages. 
That process started with the selling of 
the old Viva in favour of another 1100, 
more room on offer. So the important 
people were happy which allowed me to fill 
other spaces. First up an MG ZB saloon, 
accident damaged but very fixable, and 
when it was straightened out and painted 
it was a nice thing and that lead me on to 
another Gerald Palmer creation; the large 
and rather unwieldy Riley Pathfinder. It 
had its pluses, lots of room in particular, 
but it afforded no driving pleasure and 
that ensured that its time in my shed 
was not long. On reflection it was quite 
a charming old thing, a sort of gracious 
rumbling carriage but I really don’t think 
I would want to own it again. Finally, 1978 
and Jaguar time; my dream of owning a 
MK 2 was realised. I loved that car: And it 
takes us back to Beaded Wheels 312.

Of course the car comings and goings 
continued but by the 1980s the family 
was growing and we were better placed 
to choose our vehicles, not only because 
the choice was wider but also because 
the income inflow was on the rise. The 
Japanese models were making a serious 
impact, and more importantly, we were 
moving into the newer car age so I’ve 
chosen to exclude most of the post 1980s 
stuff from this reminiscence. For the 
record the list of family passenger cars 
has included Alfa Romeo, Audi, Holden, 
Honda x several, Mitsubishi x2, BMW x 
several, Mazda, Toyota and Volkswagen.

Next time as a conclusion to my 
motoring history I’ll discuss my introduc-
tion to Japanese cars, give you the short 
list, including a winner of the family cars 
I’ve owned and that have afforded the 
most driving pleasure and conclude with 
the worst car I’ve ever been associated with 
and driven.

To be continued

 Others might have had different 
experiences but I was happy with my 
chunk of fading English engineering
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50 YEAR AWARDS 

MICHAEL TAyLOR
Mike spent his early years in Glasgow 

and he was fascinated by cars from his 
earliest days. His father had a 1930 Invicta 
4.5 tourer which made a huge impression 
although it didn’t get a lot of use, as it 
needed a fair amount of work.

Mike’s family came to New Zealand in 
1955. He got his driver’s licence almost 
immediately and he soon mastered the 
gravel roads of South Otago. He went 
to university in Dunedin and in 1961 
joined the Otago Branch. His first wheeled 
venture was a 1947 AJS 350 motorbike 
followed by an original 1925 Studebaker 
Standard Six coach. He really wanted a 
Duesenberg but soon settled for a very 
tired 1930 Packard 8 sedan and eventually 
collected two more Packards. 

He moved to Wellington in 1964 
with his three cars and continued to be 
very active in the VCC. He was on the 
committee of the Wellington Branch 
for two years. He picked up yet another 
Packard, a 1922 Six, from the WCC pound 
for £10 in 1965. 

Mike went overseas and disposed of 
most of his collection but stored the 1922 
six and the 1938 Super Eight Coupe. Once 
back from Britain Mike met and married 
Mary; purchased a dental practice and a 
house and started their family so there was 
little time for old cars.

In 1978 he had repairs to the 1922 
Six’s body done and restored the chassis 
at home. It was on the road for the 1992 
international rally in Palmerston North 
and were at last back in the Vintage car 
game. Over the following years Mike and 

Mary did a lot of miles and rallies in the 
Duchess including the 1996 International 
in Christchurch.

In 2003 Mike bought a big black 1938 
Hudson with an English body. It was a 
well-known Dunedin car in the just pre 
and post war years and Mike remembers 
it well from school and varsity days. It was 
bodied by Coachcraft, burned out in 1950 
and re-bodied to original plans by Steele 
Bros in Christchurch.

Mike is working on a 1930 Packard 
Deluxe 8 Waterhouse convertible Victoria 
replica dhc which he expects to have on 
the road late this year. He has always 
enjoyed his membership of the Vintage 
Car Club and is now actively encouraging 
his grandchildren’s participation.

book review

Retro Caravans:    
Vantastic Kiwi Collections 
Don Jesson  
Publisher: Bateman

175 pages, hard cover, RRP$39.99 
Reviewed by Kevin Clarkson

Although we don’t have a specific class 
for caravans (or trailers, for that matter) 
each of the ‘van profiles in this colourful 
book are VCC eligible vehicles. When 
looking at some of the tow vehicles I also 
suspect that some of the owners are VCC 
members as well. While not suggesting 
that we start having caravan rallies it 
is a fact that there is a resurgence in 
the collection and restoring of older ‘vans 
from the ‘50s, ‘60s and even earlier. This 
book profiles 51 of them in full colour 
complete with lots of nostalgic retrospec-
tive. Well written and with plenty of 
information about the subject caravans 
this is a book to dip into from time to time 
so is well suited to leaving on the coffee 
table where it attracts plenty of attention 
from visitors.

The author, Don Jesson, was born into 
a caravanning family and business. His 
father founded Lightweight Caravans in 
1946 so Don is well versed in the subject 
and he worked his way up in the business 
and eventually became his father’s business 
partner.

If you are into old caravans then this 
book is a must and even those with only a 
mild interest will find something that will 
tweak an old memory cell from the sights 
at camping grounds all over the country 
over the holiday breaks.

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 Barbadoes St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone / Fax 03 366 9554

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92 

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or  

12 issues AUD$146  

Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171 

First published in 1973. Most 
back issues are available. All 

vehicles featured are restored or 
in original condition. Events, 

How To’s and Australian 
motoring history are a specialty.

restored cars magaZine austraLia
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PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

trade directory

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEdOS TaChOS GauGES ClOCkS CaBlES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 Barbadoes St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone / Fax 03 366 9554

Ideal for 
• Classic race teams, 
• Spectators  

& Officials

ClassiC look 
overalls

ClassiC look 
overalls

Roycroft Trophy 
Leadfoot Festival

Classic or Vintage events

Proudly made in New Zealand
Tel: 09 401 7205

E: grant@northernsouth.com

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

affordable effective  
advertising
You can reach your customers 
quickly and effectively by 
advertising in Beaded Wheels . 

Your full colour advert will be seen 
by over 7,000 readers and motoring 
enthusiasts every issue. 
To find out more contact  
Rosalie Brown at Beaded Wheels, 
phone 03 332 3531 or  
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
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BRaSS hEadLamP  Rotax motor Company London. 
Brass headlamp P&h Birmingham. Brass horn 
apollo Company Birmingham. Pair stainless steel 
1930 model a headlights. Recond model a motor, 
many model a spares. Phone 03 544 5214  mem

CaRS FROm COLLECTiON  over the past 35 years. 
(shed stored) all vehicles are in the Far North. 
Northland. 2½½ hrs from Whangarei Some on 
hold, spares, manuals, some easily restored, and 
some require quite a bit of work. Shed 1 Triumph 
2500 TC, 49 morris minor Low Light, Bradford Van, 
49 morris Oxford mO, mk 2 Ford Consul, morris 
8 Series E 4 door, morris minor Pickup – 120y 
datsun motor, Ford Prefect 105 OhV, hillman imp. 
Shed 2: austin a 35, 1950 Ford Prefect, austin 
8, mGBGT - Rubber Bumper model with O/d, 2x 
Jowett Javelins, 2 x Vauxhall Viva ha, Rover 80. 
motorcycles: 1956 dOT trials/scramble bike - earles 
forks, 1999 honda CT 110, 2006 honda CT110, 
2007 honda CT 110. all vehicles are open to offers. 
Phone Tom dean 027 509 5734 or 027 274 1112, 
email: tomdiadean@gmail.com 

daimLER E20 1935  fitted with armstrong Siddeley 
drophead coupe body. Needs full restoration. 6 
cylinder, pre-select gearbox worm drive diff, 
vacuum assisted mechanical brakes, rego on hold. 
$4,800 ono Phone 07 575 3819  mem

Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines, fans, driveshafts etc. Work is carried 
out on a modern digital machine. m S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact designs 
N Wood John martin, 11 Bell avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

gOt viBRatiOn pROBlems?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. he has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

HUBcaps – any problems contact me 
i now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. i can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone dave Patten Replica 
manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

1927 dOdGE ENGiNE PaRTS,  heavy duty dodge 
gearbox (ex Graham Brothers truck) complete, with 
re-lined clutch plate. $300. Phone or text for details 
to Peter 021 059 0800 . mem

1939 dESOTO  Sound body no rust, mech good. 
Rego on hold $5,000 ono. Phone 03 578 5701 
Blenheim . mem

1951 aRiEL SquaRE FOuR,  mk1, parts 80% of total 
$3500, contact mike marshall 027 600 88 90

1956 STaNdaRd VaNGuaRd uTE,  good going 
order. Registration on hold $6,000. Phone Russell 
03 615 9668.  mem

1958 aRiEL huNTmaSTER 650 TWiN.  all complete, 
rego on hold. Not running. Offers over $4,000. 
Phone Chris 03 351 1084.  mem

1960 auSTiN hEaLEY SPRiTE.  BRG not concours 
but fun to drive and drives well. used regularly for 
rallying. age and arthritis forces sale. $18,000 ono. 
Phone 07 847 7784  mem

1971 ROVER P6B V8  Good condition and in regular 
use, spare auto and haynes manual available with 
sale. may consider trade/exchange for ‘50s/’60s 
motorcycle, 500cc matchless, aJS or similar. 
Reasonable offers, phone Stan on 03 4395 653 or 
email Consultech@xtra.co.nz  mem

TWO mid  ‘60s 850 minis for sale, no rego need 
restoring $500 each. Two david Brown Cropmasters 
a 1947 with reg and 1951, no rego, $1,500 and 
$800. 1962 Vanguard Six sedan needs restoring. 
Reg on hold, $700. Secondhand tyres 175x70x13 
$30 each. Phone Russell 03 615 9668  mem

CLASSIFIED RATES 
due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. all classified 
rates include GST. The 65 word limit includes 
contact details. advertisers requiring ads longer 
than the standard 65 words, or who require 
typography or space, must apply display rates. The 
advertising department reserves the right to edit or 
return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo classified advertising. 
members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SaE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

EMAIL ADDRESS FoR ADVERTISINg  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

ENCLoSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues 
 (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
half Page $490 $390 
horizontal quarter Page $270 $216 
all display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 3%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (inc.)

in accordance with the provisions of the human Rights Commission act 1977 
Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which indicates or could 
reasonably be understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. advertisers should take all 
care in drafting advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as Beaded 
Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (inc.).

marketplace

caRBURettOR RecOnDitiOning — including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or (Levin) 06 368 2202

DistRiBUtOR & fUel pUmp 
paRts anD seRvice

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new, 

NOS, remanufactured and used. 
vacuum advancers restored. 

electronic ignition kits to eliminate points.  
quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince dr, manurewa, auckland, 2576. 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com

pHOne peteR 09 267 4700 

BuSiNESS FOR SaLE  Gearbox conversion specialist. 
design, manufacture and marketing of gearbox 
conversions. Overseas sales. Business started 1990. 
Owner wishes to retire. See www.conversioncomp.
co.nz  Phone 07 856 0448.  mem

maGNETO & COiL WiNdiNG SERViCES  magneto 
repairs, coil rewinding, work guaranteed. 728 
Waimutu Road, Rd2 marton 4788. Phone Warwick 
06 327 3849, 027 281 8066, wakandlynn@
farmside.co.nz   We buy and sell magnetos of all 
types except aircraft.  mem

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

46 Beaded Wheels



The 20th Pre’56 MG National 
Rally will be in

GREYMOUTH
28 February – 4 March 2015

The four day event is open to all MGs 
first manufactured prior to 1956
The programme includes Concours 

d’etat, Trial, Gymkhana and Sprint with 
time to socialise and explore this scenic 

and historic area of the South Island.

For more rally and accommodation 
information check out our website at

www.sportsground.co.nz/mgcc.
canterbury  

or contact; Dren & Di Errington  
Ph 03 942 0251

mgcc.canterbury@paradise.net.nz

subscribe  
today & save
By becoming a 
subscriber to Beaded 
Wheels you can save 
on the newstand 
price and guarantee 
that you don’t miss 
a single issue at the 
same time. 

Please send a subscription for

 6 Issues - New Zealand $39* (inc 

p&p)

 6 Issues - Australia NZ$70*  

  6 Issues - Elsewhere NZ$100* 

Payment by  

 Cheque or  Credit Card 

Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners 
not accepted) Processing by credit card 
will incur additional bank fee processing 
charge of 3%.  
NZ Post money orders not accepted.

subscription form

Beaded Wheels

Card Number  

          

 Expiry Date: __ /__ /___

Name on Card:   Cardholder Signature:

Name:

Telephone: 

 Email:

Address: Postcode

Post to  
FREEPOST 1757, Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141

 

TENDER 
The Southward Car Museum needs to make space for some new 

exhibits, and are offering 6 unrestored cars and engines for tender. 

                                                         1 x 1910 ADLER WERKE 

                                        1 x 1910 DAIMLER  

                                          1 x 1911 FLANDERS  

                                                             2 x 1914 MINERVA’S 

                                                             1 x 1906 WOLSELEY SIDDELEY 

                                                 2 x MINERVA ENGINES 

 
 

Viewing is available at the Southward Museum from Monday 20th 
October 2014 and every following Monday, Wednesday and Sunday 

11am – 3pm and also at our annual Auto Jumble on the 16th 
November 2014 or by prior arrangement 

 
Tenders close 5pm Thursday 20th November  

For Further Information please contact  
John Southward - Email: johns@southwards.co.nz or 

 Phone: 04 2971221 

 

 

Studebaker 1918 veteran light 4   Only 
two of this model known in NZ. Last of the 4cyl 
models. Good condition, very motorable. Current 
owner for last 27 yrs. Goes with trailer load of 
spares. VCC VIC, Reg and WOF. $29,000 ono 
phone 03 313 6244   mem 

1936 Chev Coupe  in original condition runs 
well very motorable car. Rare find for only $24,00. 
Phone 03 685 8803

5th National 

CommerCial 
rally 

 maNawatu 
easter 2015

All inquiries to  
email   manawatu@vcc.org.nz or 

Phone Dennis Milne on  
06 329 3830

ALL PRE 1956 MG OWNERS
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vintage & classic QUaRtZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & Ba 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ agent. Phone 03 389 0643 model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

ENGiNE mORRiS miNOR 1100CC  (ex cond) $250. 
Gear box internals minor 1000 (ex cond) $30. 
Gear boxes – austin a40 devon and Somerset (ex 
cond) floor and column change $250 ea. Gearbox, 
Wolseley 6/110 floor change 3 speed with Od $400. 
Twin Su carb set for austin/morris a type engine 
(with manifolds) and cast iron exhaust $120. Notex 
road master lamp $20. Notex light master lamp 
$50. Raleigh moped 1960 Rm2 part restored $500. 
Workshop manuals (factory) mGa and austin/
healey 100/6 BN4 $20ea. Parts manuals (factory) 
mG Td, mGB (body) mGa Twin Cam, mGC 
(mechanical) mGC (body) $15ea. Operator manuals 
morris 10-4 Series m, Wolseley 6/80, atlantic truck 
manual, a40 Farina-Olyslager $5 ea. Full flow oil 
filter kits for austin a40 devon and Somerset $250. 
Phone George Tier, 09 439 8911  mem

UPHoLSTERY 
Veteran – Vintage – Classic 

 hoods, side curtains, complete re-trims etc. 
Spring and foam units repaired or rebuilt. 40 
years experience, reasonable rates. VCCNZ 
member. Bryan O’Brien auto Trim. unit 3. 8 
Cadbury Road, Napier.   

 pHOne 06 842 2252  
 Fax 06 842 2254 • Mobile 027 495 7676 

Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

valves exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 hoon hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

penRite Oils  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to modern engines. Gearbox, diff,  
S.u dashpot and water pump grease.  
m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISToNS PISToNS PISToNS  PISToNS 
FOR VETERaN, ViNTaGE, 

CLaSSiC & OddBaLL ENGiNES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. all piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

penRite engine cOOl ant   
a colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for use 
in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and Classic Car 
cooling systems. m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph 
Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 
7462, Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

vintage engine sHORtBlOcKs   
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

DRivesHafts DRivesHafts DRivesHafts 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. m S Coombes Ltd, 344 St asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

vintage tRUnKs  made to order or stock sizes. 
dust proof and waterproof. Phone allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   mem.

FORd 4Wd F100  front end/differential – complete 
disc to disc, offers. Phone 03 439 5653 or 
email  Stan at Consultech@xtra.co.nz   mem

FORd mOdEL T  Electric headlamps, complete, good 
condition, $750 pair plus shipping and handling. 
Ronld Lever 87 Tui Road, Papatoetoe, auckland 
2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.  mem

FORd V8 CLEVELaNd ENGiNE,  new recon short 
block by dunedin Engineering (howie) never fitted 
or run, can come complete with bellhousing/flex 
plate/torque converter and and C6 auto. Ford 10, 
two rolling bodies and parts - complete engine/
gbox/clutch unit – diff assemblies x 2 – front axle 
assembly x 1 - also front axle & stubs with new 
kingpins fitted – hubcaps/wheels/tyres/tubes - set 
of Bakelite window frames morris 8 series 1 body 
& mechanical parts – wire wheels x 4. Bedford/
Vauxhall 2.3L engine 90% complete. Ld 28 diesel 
engine complete fan to new clutch. Ld28 starter 
motor new/unused. autocrat valve radio ex 1954 
E Velox. Reasonable offers. Phone Stan on 03 439 
5653 or email Consultech@xtra.co.nz

NELSON VCC 50Th aNNiVERSaRY BOOkLET . 
Limited print run of the first 50 years of VCC events 
in Nelson compiled by dennis and helen Le Cren. 
Excellent booklet with colour photos. Price $15.00 
inc. postage. Phone 03 547 7469. ronandjan.
johnson@gmail.com.  mem

PaRTiNG WiTh OuR BuiCk 1937-8 ENGiNE PaRTS , 
very good 1934-35 ser 40 luggage rack no brackets 
x2. Phone 021 0245 7984  mem

RaRE auSTiN 1965 3L  with 4 speed manual 
overdrive. Requires restoration. $650. Phone 03 
341 5100  mem

YOuR NEXT PROJECT  Jaguar mkV 1951 3½ litre. 
Body stripped and part repaired. Chassis very good. 
Plus a donor car. Two cars for the price of one. 
Plenty of spares. $5,000 firm. Phone 07 863 9497 
evenings or email h.hayward@xtra.co.nz  mem

1928 mODel aa fORD tRUcK.  VCC authenticity 
certificate. a very early model with new tyres. No 
show pony but a good useable truck which is 
driveable regularly. Reg and WOF. $12,000 firm. 
Phone John 07 357 4876.  mem

genUine ameRican vW181  in excellent 
condition inside and out. a fun classic vehicle with 
a multitude of different configurations. Complete 
with side curtains, is completely weather proof. 
$18,000. Phone 03 445 0448.  mem 
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WHeeling macHine  (English Wheel) locally 
manufactured works well. has been used to 
re-body several cars over the last 40 years. Selling 
due to poor health $500.00 ono. Enquiries to Jim 
Bennett, dunedin, email jimb@ihug.co.nz  Phone 
03 473 9807.  mem 

classic caR steeRing WHeel cOveR.  quality 
reproduction 1940s / 60s style vinyl covers with 
foam backing. made to measure with a choice of 
colours, includes stitching cord a bodkin and fitting 
instructions. diameter of your steering wheel and 
rim (grip) required. $56.00 each including freight. 
Phone 06 868 4846 or 027 478 0872.  mem

1930 JOWett 7.  WOF and reg. Five owners, known 
history and original papers with car. Very original 
short chassis steel body 2 door saloon very rare 
as most were fabric bodied. Phone 03 312 9097            
email seahorselight@xtra.co.nz  mem

1965 DaimleR mK 2 salOOn,  fully reconditioned 
motor and trans (all with new parts), excellent 
original red leather interior, no rips, chrome good and 
paint shiny “Golden Sands”. Power steering fitted/
certified. Great rally car, inspections encouraged. Sold 
with Rego & WOF, $26,000. Phone Theo 027 490 
3248 (Waikato)  mem

1954 DaimleR cOnQUest,  6 cylinder in 
immaculate condition. Comes with full records 
of history and restoration work. Easy drive with 
pre-selector transmission. Reluctant sale $15000 
ono. Phone Roy 03 789 6674 or 021 0847 9530.
  mem

1952 aRmstROng siDDeley WHitley 346  
1800cc, 4 door sedan, manual 4 speed gearbox, 2 
tone green, 4 new tyres, registered and WOF. Brakes 
reconditioned, water pump just reconditioned. 
$11,000 ono. Phone Ross Smith 06 377 3837,              
E: roma@wise.net.nz

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE RoD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, hillman, morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

mODel a fORD ReBUilt sHOcK aBsORBeRs,  
as original. With exchange $195 each or $230 
outright. arms and all connecting parts available. 
Postal delivery extra. Phone Jack 03 352 6672 
Christchurch or cell 0274 322 041 Can be seen on 
Site no. 153, Canterbury Vintage Car Club Swap 
meet October 10 – 12.

cHRysleR fineR 70 ROaDsteR 1927  This 
beautiful vehicle is seriously for sale. Open to all 
sensible offers. Let’s talk Please call mike 06 363 
5633  mem

vaRiOUs BODy paRts fOR a Replica 1954 
mg tf.  From a kit car, fibreglass with brass 
grill, steel bonnet and steel engine side panels. 
all body panels except doors to construct your 
own TF replica. Triumph herald chassis. Prefer to 
sell complete but would consider splitting. Phone 
Bryan 021 204 9390  mem

1925 sUnBeam tOUReR 20/60  Excellent 
condition. Original crocodile leather upholstery. 
Rear seat screen. Some spares, new tonneau 
cover. Good touring car, NZ new 1925, reg & WOF. 
NZ$85,000 ono. Phone 09 533 5533 or ian on 
0274 888 502.  mem

1929 aUstin 7  No wof or reg. Original and easy 
restoration. as is $8,500 ono. Ph 06 834 1243.  mem

1928 cHRysleR 75 ROaDsteR  $84,000. Phone 
09 836 4795, 027 497 3311, email khawke@
vodafone.co.nz  mem
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1957 DS7 PrinceSS,  only one in New Zealand, 
car runs, Dead Rego $5000, comes with spare 
motor and gearbox Contact Mike Marshall 027 
600 8890  mem

1951 auStin Sheerline Saloon,  tidy and good 
runner, registered $7,500. Contact Mike Marshall 
027 600 88 90  mem

1924 moDel t ForD roaDSter ProJect  
 Reconditioned motor and gearbox. New radiator, 
tyres, chassis rails, wiring loom, coils. Better than 
new! Have 99% of parts needed to finish. Heaps of 
spares inc Ruckstell Diff. See Trademe #771525543. 
$10,300 ono. Phone 07 846 0366 or 027 474 3708 
Email abspiers@gmail.com  

Jawa  comes with spare bike, rego dead $1000. 
Phone Mike Marshall 027 600 88 90  mem

1982 holDen Gemini  S/W 1600cc 5sp 
290,000kms. Runs well, in original cond, Reg on 
hold. $500. Ph Allan 03 542 3523 for details.  mem

ForD moDel t 1915 roaDSter  Imported 
from USA disassembled. Body now reassembled 
using new timber, while running gear has been 
completely recon. The car looks like it just came 
out of a blackberry bush, but runs extremely well 
New upholstery/roof kit in. Will have WOF & Reg. 
$20,000 ono Phone Wayne 06 878 3914    mem  

1955 morriS oxForD,  rego dead $1200. 
Contact Mike Marshall 027 600 88 90  mem

triumPh StaG 1975.  Auto. A very original 
and unmolested example of this model. Excellent 
mechanically with extensive documented history 
and log book. Comes with excellent hard and soft 
tops. $19,000. Genuine reason for sale. Phone Ron 
Johnson 03 547 7469. Nelson.  mem

1967 riley elF,  fully restored, heaps of money 
spent, now surplus to requirements, excellent 
condition. Have few spares. $6,000 ono. Phone 
John 09 407 6790 or johnstevenson@xtra.co.nz
  mem

1937 chevrolet SeDan StD  Recon. motor and 
head, new valves/guides. New leather upholstery and 
carpets. Well maintained in orig condition. Only two 
family owners. Has WOF, Rego, VCC VIN. Go touring 
today for $26,000 (inc many spares parts). J R Miller 
03 434 8844,  judith.john.miller@xtra.co.nz  mem

rePlica built  with many orig. Bentley parts so 
it looks and drives like a 3 litre should. A rare 
opportunity to purchase a quality Vintage sporting 
car. Easy to handle, comfortable for long-distance 
touring, outstanding performance. $260,000. For 
info contact Frank Renwick at nickyandfrank@xtra.
co.nz or 027 434 1310

1931 ForD moDel a ForDor  Older 
restoration, LH Drive Mitchell O/D, Runs all day. 
Phone 06 358 6287, sales@robertembroideries.
co.nz.   mem

1937 DoDGe D5 SeDan  Complete mechanical, 
chassis and body restoration completed 2012. 
Running P28 230 ci motor, new radial tyres. 
Converted to 12volt electrics, new door and 
window rubbers. 2 pot 2k paint. Asking $21,000. 
Phone 03 542 3128.  mem
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1947 plymOUtH clUB cOUpe,  only known 
Rhd coupe in NZ, full ground up restoration 
finished 2003, only 13k since. Factory radio, clock. 
Converted to 12 volt. $59,000. View at mcleans 
island site 349, 10-12 Oct. Phone 021 230 1062 or 
Oamaru 03 437 0809  .  mem.

1955 JagUaR mK7 salOOn.  Very tidy and 
original North Otago car with known history and 
very low ownership. 160,000 miles. Extensive motor 
work; transmission recently overhauled. always 
garaged. Car must be sold, so all offers close to 
$14,500 considered. Phone 03 438 7814  mem

1926 DODge 4 tOUReR aK8557  Very tidy 
condition Reg & WOF. 3 Previous mid Canterbury 
owners, orig. Rego, has number plates issued 
at hinds Post Office. Very reliable car comes 
with spares. Current owners 46yrs. $24,000 ono 
Contact Frank 03 358 8401 or 027 532 4981  
Email fpmorrison@ xtra.co.nz  mem

meRceDes-BenZ 350sl cOnveRtiBle 1973.  
V8 3500 automatic. New metallic blue paint.  
No rust. 187,800 miles. all round condition is 
excellent. Rego on hold. Genuine reason for 
selling. $22,000. Phone 03 208 5450   mem

cHevROlet masteR 85  1939 Older restoration 
ready to go Reg and WOF. Good condition, 
white walls, tow bar. Good selection of parts 
also available including reconditioned motor 
depending on agreed price. Current owner for the 
last 19 years. asking price $17,500. Phone 021 
465 603.   mem

1927 cHevROlet capitOl  Registered and 
WOF  New Battery. Total Rebuild 40 years ago.  
Excellent condition. Present owner 53 years. more 
photos on Trade me. Phone Jim 09 420 8302 
$17,700 ono  mem

1924/5 aUstin 12-4 WinDsOR salOOn.  
unrestored 90% complete with many spares. Will 
accept offers. Phone 03 358 8740 evenings. Email 
jeremywiseuk@hotmail.com  mem

aUstin 10 camBRiDge 1938  Beautiful old 
car fully restored, re-upholstered and runs well. 
mechanically checked over. Spare parts, inc 
an engine block. Reg and WOF. $7000 email: 
rayblanchelauridsen@xtra.co.nz Phone  Blanche & 
Ray Palmerston Nth, 06 329 0879 or  0274 456 313

JagUaR mKv DHc  3 Position hood. Year 1951. 
3½ litre. Fully restored and sorted. drives well. 
Blue/grey and dark blue. upholstery blue/grey 
with dark blue trim and dark blue carpets and 
hood. a genuine New Zealand new. Rare vehicle. 
Reg and WOF. $110,000 Phone evenings 07 863 
9497 or email h.hayward@xtra.co.nz.

BRitisH caR Keys WitH ORiginal cODes. 
 Romac, Wilmot, Breedon and union brands for Lucas 
ignition switch, door, glovebox and boot locks. New 
‘old stock’. Suitable for mG, austin, morris, Triumph 
and Singer. Locks are stamped with code ie (FP 235) 
Series available: Fa, FP, FR, mRN. One key $7, two keys 
$12. Ph 09 299 8801, mstokes16@yahoo.com  mem

 Now re-converted to F3 500 specifications in its 1951 colour scheme, running JaP 500 with rare alfin 
aluminium road-race barrel and amC-Norton gearbox. Cooper chassis plate attached, VCC ViC and 
mSNZ logbook. SNECma pulse jet, remaining body panels and vast history portfolio included in sale.  
$60,000 negotiable. Phone 09 298 0599, 027 297 5354 or email garmey@xtra.co.nz  mem

1951 CooPER 500, MKV/12/51
the World’s 1st pulse Jet car
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i wish to advertise in Beaded wheels. Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

name (block letters)  _____________________________ phone  ________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to advertise for FREE. VccnZ membership number is ______ ⁄___________________

Advertisement text (45 words) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 3%

free advertising*

conditions of free adVertising
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial 

member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. members 
must state their membership number when submitting the 
advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email 

(preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be returned if a 

stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg format, send a high 
resolution file to achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are 
required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the 
maximum space available is 65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves 
the right to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served 
basis. While every attempt will be made to include your 
advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited 
space may mean some advertisements will be held over until the 
following magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ 
website.

$56* Up to 45 words including phone 
number. Supply a colour photo of 

your vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo, 
digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Text and colour photo
Up to 45 words 
including phone 
number, no photo. 

$21*
Text only advertisement

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

 WANTED  FOR SALE

non-VccnZ members Payment by  Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted) 

Card Expiry Date: ____/____/ ____ Card Number    
Name on Card:   _______________________________________________  Cardholder Signature:   __________________________________________________________

Tick which column you require

 
 Text only advertisement. Up to 45 words including 
phone number, no photo. Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word. 

Text and colour photo advertisement. Up to 
45 words including phone number. Supply a colour photo of your vehicle. 
Include SAE for return of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels magazine is free *for all current financial members of the Vintage car club of New 
Zealand inc buying or selling club eligible vehicles or parts. Our standard advertising charges apply for all non-members or 
members wishing to advertise commercial services. 
Email your advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz or complete the form below and post to Marketplace, Beaded Wheels, PO 
Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for our December Issue 10 November 2014.

WooDEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   mem.

WOlseley 1965 16/60 1622cc  Reg on hold, 
needs assembling. Some rust and upholstery 
repairs required. Open to offers. Phone 04 577 
0350, ask for Richard.  mem

1979 tRiUmpH tR7  convertible 5 speed. Very 
good condition, refurbished over the last 14 years, 
black interior and hood. many new parts all 
fittings there. $11,500. Phone 03 489 3621.  mem

1930 fORD mODel a cHassis,  excellent front 
x member. Engine turns over, gearbox, cowl/
fuel tank, repro splash shields, bumper, radiator 
surround. Fibreglass rear guards. Pick up bed. 
Front and rear assembly and wheels not included. 
$4,500. Phone 09 413 8059 or 027 483 6236.  mem

mOtORcycle Bsa, a10, 1955 650 cc Twin 
cylinder in excellent condition. Genuine milage 
34,159 wof and reg when sold. $7,000 ono. Phone 
07 827 8012.  mem

1936 aUstin 10 pROJect caR  sound body, still 
on original paint, needs mechanicals done, lots of 
spares. Reasonable offers. Phone andrew 03 488 
3855 or 027 311 4437.  mem
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WANTED to buy

1957 BeRKeley spORts  First restoration 
completed, second car underway. Looking for any 
parts: bodies, suspension, Excelsior engine and 
drive chain. also wanting to establish register 
of cars and owners - running, project or stored. 
Please contact Laurie, 021 670 734 nzlstanton@
gmail.com  mem

GREEVES ChaLLENGER WaNTEd;  later tank (coffin 
shaped), airbox, seat or base, gearchange/ kickstart 
levers. any condition. Could swap anglian type 
tank and forks or might buy your frame etc and 
start collecting another one. Phone david 06 835 
9492 or dirgeandsal@orcon.net.nz  mem

1934-35 BuiCk SERiES 50 mOTOR,  straight 8. also 
marvel updraft carb and delco starter motor. Phone 
021 0245 7984  mem

1952/53 TRiumPh ThuNdERBiRd FRamE.  it has 
a ‘hole’ in the downtube for an Su carb, outer 
chaincase and Su carb. Carb looks similar to car one 
but with no flange and lever for choke. damaged 
or incomplete considered. Please phone John on 
09 634 5307 or 021 843 865, email Voltaire@
slingshot.co.nz

TWO LuCaS 5¾ iNCh PREFOCuS  headlamp units 
with parklights. Glass maked 575 headlamp. New 
preferred or must have good inside silver. Phone 
arthur 03 331 6225  mem

amERiCaN mOTORCYCLE RESTORaTiON PROJECT.  
interesting single, V twin or four. Will consider any 
make/model but must be reasonably complete. 
Would go to a good home. Phone Bob Bullock 021 
146 0578  mem

aNY kNOWLEGE OF WaVERLEY CaRS  in New 
Zealand wanted. We have one of only two known 
worldwide, (The other believed to be in a museum 
in Belgium), in our Vintage Car Club. Ours is a 
1912 model (privately owned) in full road and 
rally going condition. Replies to: rspiller2@bigpond.
com or Ron Spiller. PO Box 2738, Bundaberg 4670, 
queensland, australia.

BENTLEY, maRk 6,  R-type or S1. Wanting a useable 
car, that may need some refurbishing. Phone 07 575 
3819  mem

COPY OF “PhiL iRViNG aN auTOBiOGRaPhY”  
wanted. Contact Tony 027 687 7757.  mem

FOR 1938 FORd V8 COuPE:  windscreen frame 
including middle divider. Contact: gpomstra2000@
yahoo.com or phone 04 3864075  mem

FORd mOdEL a  sedan or coupe wanted in excellent 
condition. No rust. Phone max 09 625 5656 or 
email jhook@pl.net

FORdSON TRuCk OR VaN 1950 s. any condition. 
Phone Cliff 06 356 3383 or 021 283 7088  mem

i am iNTERESTEd iN ThE hiSTORY  of how and 
why Crescent mopeds were sold in New Zealand. 
information on importers and sellers, such as Civic 
Cycles in manchester Street, Christchurch, numbers 
of sales of different models are needed. also any 
parts, posters, sales literature, handbooks, etc 
appreciated. Replies to: rspiller2@bigpond.com or 
Ron Spiller. Post Office Box 2738, Bundaberg, 4670, 
queensland, australia.  

i am LOOk FOR a diFFERENTiaL  that was used in 
Riley car worm drive on sanky wheels. Phone 06 
867 2949 evenings.  mem

ace aUtO pRODUcts  items wanted by collector. 
i’m looking for any aCE signage, bottles, tins, 
packets and other items with the aCE company 
name on them. if you have anything available please 
phone allan 03 213 0930, 027 436 1008 or email 
am.brookland@xtra.co.nz. 

lOcKing mecHanism  for buffalo wire wheels or 
parts or knowledge of them as per photo for 1926 
Chrysler E 80. Other vehicles of the same era had 
these wheels. also required tail light lenses for 1926 
Chrysler E 80 or complete unit.  Carl Gaudin  Phone 
07 571 3416  mem

BuiCk 1910 TRaNSmiSSiON  and any other parts 
wanted for completion of restoration.Phone 03 314 
4422 work hrs.

stORey BRanD fROnt BUmpeR  complete or 
parts, especially fittings to front chassis members. 
Sparton musical horns sets and/or pieces. Running 
board petrol can holder. Copies of monthly u.k. 
Veteran Car bulletins (VCC of GB editions). Plaque 
from 1960 3rd National Rally. Phone Neil 03 434 
9470  or neil.nonie@xtra.co.nz       mem.

JaGuaR maRk 5 PaRTS WaNTEd,  2½ litre 
inlet manifold, carburettors, exhaust manifold, 
distributor, water pump, engine mounts, clutch, 
rear mudguards. Phone 07 575 3819   mem

LuCuS RJF2 CuTOuT/REGuLaTOR/FuSEBOX  unit as 
fitted to mid 1930s English vehicles. This is a large 
unit with a tall rectangular brass cover over the two 
cut-out coils, and a square Bakelite cover over the 
fuses. Complete unit or parts appreciated as i have 
the bones of a unit. also tail-light for 1926-30 Chev, 
complete or otherwise. Ph Graham 06 843 9668 or 
email humber@xtra.co.nz   mem

mGBGT. PREFER WiRE WhEELS.  must be in top 
conditions and able to pass inspection by reputable 
mechanic. Phone howard 09 376 1621  mem

mOdEL T FORd 1923-25 TOuRER  (high radiator/
slanted windscreen) in restored and driveable, 
road-ready, registered condition if possible. Some 
minor work no problem, but no projects please. 
Prefer in South island. Phone 03 325 2937.

mORRiS miNOR 1100 cc long block or complete 
engine. 12v car radio/tape deck ‘60s – ‘80s type. 
Phone Stan on 03 4395 653 or email Consultech@
xtra.co.nz

mZ mOTORCYCLE PRE 1980.  ES, ETS or TS. Project 
Ok. Ph. andy hammond 07 823 5712 or apushrod@
nznet.gen.nz  mem

NEW NOS OR SECONd haNd PaRTS  for VF4d 
and Vh4d Wisconsin air cooled engines. Phone La 
masemann 06 868 5869 after 6pm  mem

NEW NOS OR SECONd haNd PaRTS  Ops manuals 
for single cylinder two stroke Petter engine and 
same for V4 petrol engine. Phone La masemann 06 
868 5869 after 6pm  mem

OVERdRiVE uNiT.  J-type Laycock (2.5 Triumph) 
with number 8 at end of serial number on casing. 
Phone monty 03 344 3080 email claxtons@ihug.
co.nz

RaYdYOT dRiViNG  or fog lights or parts also Lucas 
driving lights 5¾ inch. Phone 03 693 9016 mem

TRiumPh TWiN 500 cc 650cc or 750cc, late ‘60s to 
early ‘80s, prefer running, registered and warranted 
but anything considered. Phone martin 03 313 1136 
Text 021 102 4319 email mrgg2010@live.com   mem

TYRE,  500x23 used for Ford T truck or new. Phone 
021 126 3636  mem

VOLVO STaTiON WaGON  1969–77 model 165 Estate 
(1 series, 6 cylinder in-line, 5 door) in good original 
condition. Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Road, papatoetoe, 
auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888, evenings.  mem

WaNTEd FOR 1972 hq hOLdEN  308, grille, parts 
book, workshop manual, rocker covers, radio/
cassette player, exhaust manifolds. Phone Chris 03 
351 1084  mem

WiNdSCREEN FRamE  or cowling with frame for 
Buick Std 6 sedan or coupe 1925-27, heater control 
ass fits into floor. Carburettor, dash control plate 
klaxon or Trojan horn for Buick. ammeter and oil 
pressure gauges 0-30 scale and bonnet. Phone Les 
03 488 3776   mem
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2015 South Island
Club Captain’s Tour

Friday 13 march  assemble in  
 Tekapo
Saturday 14 march Timaru
Sunday 15 march amberley
monday 16 march hanmer Springs

Tuesday 17 march Blenheim
Wednesday 18 march Blenheim
Thursday 19 march motueka
Friday 20 march Greymouth

North Shore VCC

SWAP MEET
23 NOVEmBER 2014 

(rain date 30 November)
40 masons Road, albany (off medallion drive)

adults $5, kids under 12 free, sellers $20
Phone 09 478 5677 John Tombs for more 

information.

Entrants may join and leave at any point of the tour.
accommodation list and entry forms are available from alon 

mayhew  03 443 7030  Email sicc@vcc.org.nz
as there is limited accommodation in some areas, prompt 

booking is recommended.
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Eastern Bay of Plenty annual Rally

East Coast Rally
6 – 8 February 2015

Includes Touring section

Rally starts and Prize Giving dinner at awakeri Event Centre
Enquiries to: Rally director: keith Watson

Phone: 07 312 9081  email: kandmwatson@clear.net.nz
Rally Secretary: Joy Growden

Phone: 07-3049777 or email:  growden@xtra.co.nz
EBOP Branch, PO Box 2168, kopeopeo, Whakatane 3121

Inaugural Swap Meet
21 February 2015

Nelson Branch VCC of NZ
Invites you to attend the  

Inaugural Swap Meet
21 February 2015

Site sales contact; Ruth Mercer
khmercer@xtra.co.nz

phone 03 541 8112
VCC Member Sites $10  

Public Sites $15 •  Site Size 6m x 5m  
Entry non-site holders $2

61 st DuneDin-Brighton
Veteran Vehicles run 

SaturDay 24 & SunDay 25 January 2015

An interesting and varied day’s Veteran Motoring and field 
events are planned for the Saturday followed by a dinner 
in the evening. On Sunday morning there will be a run to 
Glenfalloch Gardens for Devonshire Tea and prizegiving.

Due to possible catering limitations dinner and prizegiving bookings 
will be taken on date of entry receipt

Entries close 20 December 2014

For further information and entry forms contact  Tony Devereux  
Phone 03 4811 903 Email: tonydevereux44@gmail.com

or Vintage Car Club of NZ Otago Branch Inc. PO Box 5352 Dunedin. 

Otago Branch
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Swap Meet & Vintage Car Show
Sunday 9 November 2014  8am - 1 pm 

Bay of Plenty Branch VCC
At the Clubrooms 29 Cliff Road, Tauranga - by the Rose Gardens

(Vendors & display cars admitted from 7am )

Featuring: Car parts, old & new - automobila, motoring accessories, 
motoring books & magazines. Parts Shed open for sales.  

Enjoy sausage sizzle, plus superb hot & cold food,  
tea & coffee in the Clubrooms.

All catering & refreshments  
by the BOP VCC. 

Enquiries - John Payne  
Phone 07 576 9497

Admission charges 
Vendors $15

Buyers & spectators $5  Children 
12 years & under free

 

National Veteran Rally 
 29 -31 January 2015 

Oamaru 

Preceded by a Founders Prince Henry Tour  
Starting in Dunedin on Monday 26 January 

Finishing at Oamaru 28 January   
Email: 2015nationalveteranrally@gmail.com  

Convenor: John Chynoweth Ph 027 457 3332 
Rally Secretary: Verna Chambers Ph 03 439 5795 

Entry forms available soon 

Entry forms 
available 

November 2014
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Marlborough  Branch
BiEnnial Rally  
& Swap MEEt
18 – 19 October 2014

Don’t delay entries close 5 october 2014 

Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 

NatioNal  
VeteraN rally

29-31 January 2015  •  Oamaru 
Preceded by a Founders Prince Henry Tour starting in Dunedin 

on Monday 26 January, finishing at Oamaru 28 January.

email 2015nationalveteranrally@gmail.com

Convenor John Chynoweth 027 457 3332

Rally secretary Verna Chambers 03 439 5795

10,11 & 12 
oCToBER 2014

Join us on this fun weekend and visit the  
Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279, Christchurch or 
phone Mike 03 344 0425. 

Friday/Saturday 9am-4.30pm, Sunday 9am-2pm
Friday is now a public day with $10 general admission,  

VCC membership card holders $5. Saturday $5 for all adults.  
All accompanied school children free.

Canterbury branCh

Cutler Park – McLeans Island road

VCC NZ North otago BraNCh

SWAP MEET
Saturday 15 November 2014

a&P ShoWgroUNDS, EttrICK St, oaMarU 
Seller’s Entry: 7.30am;     Buyer’s Entry: 8am

hot Food and Coffee available. Enter your Vintage, Classic 
Car or hot rod in the Show & Shine

Site holders: $15 including one entry free 
Public Entry: $5 Adults, accompanied children under age 15 

free.
Enquiries to: Keith Perry 03 434 7226 or  

Stephen hinds 03 439 5733 
Email: northotago@vcc.org.nz

KaRapiRO DOmain, camBRiDge 
sunday 16 november 2014 

gates open 7am

ORganiseD By: Waikato Branch of vintage car club and 
Waikato vintage tractor and machinery club

enQUiRies 
ph Jeremy Brook 07 824 1641 or george gardner 07 839 1822

WaIkato VIntage 
sWapmeet

The Banks Peninsula Branch  
of the Vintage Car Club of new Zealand Affiliated to the 

FederaTion inTernaTionale des Vehicules anciens
takes pleasure in announcing the 

MMXiV rallye

aUtoMoBile aNCieNNe
MoNte Carlo

organised by the Banks peninsula Branch, and
capturing the spirit of the original rallye,  

the fifth southern Monte will occur on

 15 November 2014. 
plan your own start point/time/route for 

maximum points for your particular vehicle/crew.
You may choose to motor from the stroke of midnight

on 14th to a late afternoon checkpoint on the 15th.
sTarT PoinT – anywhere south of Maungatainoka.

Finish – the french enclave of Akaroa.

Competitive motoring is restricted to the day of the 15th.
Both individual and team Awards are again at stake.

evening function/presentation is part of the event.

Marlborough Rally 2013

Join us for the marlborough Branch biennial rally. This is a non-competitive 
rally so you can sit back and enjoy our magnificent marlborough countryside.  

a shorter route is available for Veterans. 
Rally Saturday 18 October • Swap meet Sunday morning 19 October.

 entry forms available now from rally organiser,  
lyall mooney phone: 03 573 9292

Taranaki Branch
Preliminary Notice

50th Celebration Rally

MAUNGA MOANA RALLY
New Plymouth

21st-22nd March 2015
A special celebration Rally to celebrate 50 years of 

Taranaki’s most popular and friendly Rally.

Full details and inquiries available from  
the Rally Secretary Rob Thomson Ph 06 758 4881 or  

Rally Director Colin Johnston Ph 06 754 6216 or  
email cajohnstoncollections@xtra.co.nz.

for entry forms – mike.louise@paradise.net.nz
for verbal advice – Michael williams (03) 328 8043
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ashburton    Diane Ross
Over the past two months several of our 

older members have succumbed to illness. 
We note their passing and offer sympathy 
to the families and thank them for the 
input they have had to our branch. (See 
The Passing Lane for names.)

The AGM left the Branch without a 
chairman or club captain. The club 
captain’s position has now been filled by 
Trevor Begg. Trevor motors a Post Vintage 
Chevrolet and is always accompanied by 
his son, Craig. They will be aided by the 
assistant club captain Neville Ross.

Neville is on the verge of finishing 
restoring a 1966 Holden HR X2. A rare 
model in New Zealand as it was bought new 
with power steering. 

The annual dinner was the main event 
held during July. Fifty-two members enjoyed 
Bruce McIlroy speaking and showing the 
video on the Rolls Royce Silver Ghost 
Centenary Alpine Endurance Trial held in 
Europe last year. Bruce shipped his Silver 
Ghost across the world to take part and 
travelled 1800 miles over 16 days. 

Ted Allen was the recipient of the 
Restoration of The Year Trophy for his 
newly restored 1965 Dodge convertible.

The Ashburton Branch Museum has 
recently purchased a large spark plug collec-
tion that is now on display. Should you be 
passing through Ashburton you may like to 
call in and have a look. 

auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
Welcome to the following new members;
Richard Green with 1930 Rolls-Royce 

20/25 saloon and 1930 Morris Cowley 
14/28 saloon; Robert Lauder with 1954 
James Commando motorcycle and 1958 
BSA D1 Bantam motorcycle and Bruce 
Tchernegovski with a 1927 Willys Whippet 
Tourer.

As part of our Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tions, there were both a Men’s Night and 
Ladies’ Luncheon held in August where 
many tales were retold and photos perused 
to bring back great memories from the 
last 60 years. Auckland members have 
supported out-of-town events – Winter 
Woollies, R’OilCan, Sulphur City, while 
our monthly Sunday and mid-week runs 
continue to have good attendance.

Dave Warren took home the Cecil Light 
Restoration Trophy with his 1961 Norton 
99SS 600cc motorcycle. This bike was a 
classic basketcase when purchased by Dave. 
Leo Fowler is progressing well with his 
latest project, a 1920 Indian Power Plus, the 
motor is back in the frame and work now is 
focused on the battery box and chain case.

Alan and Sharaan Price have had 
the body on the chassis of the Clement 
Bayard. Neil Beleiski has been seen with 
hood material samples for the Renault 
(something to do with a granddaughter’s 
request for transport to the Ball) Jim Boag 
has added a Morris Minor boat tail to 
his collection. Peter Wood is making good 

progress with his 1929 Buick Marquette 
roadster (ex the late Bill Miller).

Plans continue to make our Annual 
Hunua 100 a special one in honour of our 
Diamond Jubilee.

bay of Plenty   David Joblin  
Chris Cole has stepped up and become 

our club captain. Consequently, in spite of 
the winter, the branch has been very active. 
The July Wednesday run, organised by Neal 
Lindsay saw 26 cars and 40 people enjoy a 
visit to Waihi to view a 1910 Stanley steam 
car that had been in the same family since 
1920. It is very rare and most interesting as 
the present owner could tell us the history 
and the trials and problems of starting and 
running a car with a steam engine. Further 
down the road we were shown through 
Fuel Flow Solutions. An enterprising small 
business founded in the 1980s (only seven 
employees) making electric fuel pumps for 
cars and small engines. Most of their fully 
automated production is exported. 

The August trip to Whakatane took 
us to the Surtees boat factory. They make 
aluminium boats from 4.5m up to enormous 
8.5m craft, most of which are exported. On 
the way back in Te Puke we called in to the 
workshop of Classic Mini and Spares.

The Branch took part in a fund raising 
event ‘Cool Cars for Cure Kids’ for children 
with cancer at Bethlehem Town Centre. 
There was huge public interest in our 21 
cars. 

idle

Auckland: Alan and Sharaan Price’s Clement 
Bayard.

Auckland: Alan Woolfe’s 1922 Barley.Ashburton: Ted Allen’s Dodge convertible.

Bay of Plenty: Auckland: Leo Fowler’s 1920 Indian Power Plus.

Auckland: Peter Woods’ 1929 Buick roadster.
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canterbury   Tony Becker
A vital Cutler Park team with a rather 

lower profile than other branch sections, is 
the maintenance committee. These quiet 
volunteer achievers keep our handsome park 
and clubrooms in spotless condition. When 
winds litter the park or knock our trees 
around, a team cleanup is swiftly assembled 
to deal with it. Grassed areas are mown and 
maintained lawn-like year-round. Selected 
specimen trees are planted and kept 
healthy, clubrooms are always a pleasure to 
enter and our original clubroom, The Barn, 
is well equipped for smaller gatherings. New 
members are always welcome to join this 
friendly maintenance group lead by Mike 
Foster. Branch activity, though traditionally 
quieter until spring, is dotted with indoor 
social events from High Tea Run to subsec-
tion noggins. A friendly “clubmanship” 
contact is therefore maintained even when 
not actually motoring. 

Cutler Park parts shed is a popular 
mid-week activity. Together with monthly 
9-90s Section outings, both offer mid-week 
contact for members on a Wednesday. 
Check out The Hub monthly magazine 
for details. After a few years without a 
dedicated social convenor, Linda White has 
taken up the reins of this vital role. Other 
long-time members welcomed onto 2014 
branch committee are Paul Seaton and 
George Kear Jnr whose VCC motoring and 
rally experience will be invaluable.

central otago  John Loudon
Last month’s speaker was Laurie Stanton, 

a local Cromwell member, who talked on 
his involvement with the Spirit of Adventure 
sailing ship. He was sometimes in command 
and having a boat full of youngsters, who 
in some cases had never been on a boat of 
that size before, let alone a sailing ship, kept 
him busy. He has also been the Captain of 
the Lady of the Lake, the SS Earnslaw, at 
times, so his sailing knowledge covers both 
lake and open sea and is very extensive. 

Murray Pryde has purchased a Veteran 
1909 De Dion four cylinder model from 
Southwards. This vehicle was an Oamaru 
car and belonged to Murray’s father-in-
law Doug Pedlow. It went north sometime 
in the 1960s to be restored but this was 
never done and it just took up space in 
Southward’s basement.

I remember seeing the De Dion when 
we lived in Oamaru in the 1960s and it was 
mostly a complete vehicle but required full 
restoration then. I can’t remember if it was 
in running condition or not. Too long ago 
for me.

Another car that has turned up recently 
is a 1912 Calthorpe  that a young chap 
in the North Island owns. This vehicle 
sat for many years behind Wall’s Garage 
in Alexandra and many people tried to 
purchase it with no success.  

central Hawke’s bay  Rod McKenzie 
Our members enjoyed organising the 

North Island Easter Rally and our 96 
entrants enjoyed the quiet and good roads 
of our district. As a small new branch we 
took a risk putting on such a huge event, 
but with help from experienced members 
we managed and had a lot of fun. Feedback 
from the entrants has all been positive, and 
now we have newbies wanting to have a 
crack at putting on the runs. Great!

In June a number of our members drove 
to Napier and visited a family who intend to 
take a severely modified 1932 Ford roadster 
to the Bonneville salt flats to try to break 
a speed record that stands at over 230mph. 
The blokes were all impressed with the car 
and the shed, and the ladies were impressed 
with the gardens and the view across the 
bay. 

Our AGM kept pretty much the same 
team on board, with Bruce Poole swapping 
the club captain’s job for chairman with 
Rod McKenzie. Suzanne McCool was 
awarded the treasurer’s position which Paul 
Raybould had held from the beginning of 
our branch.

Diane and Geoff Quarrie held an educa-
tional afternoon run around town in the 
winter with our more recent members being 
shown how to do straight-line navigation. 

The last two weekends have been 
busy too with six cars from CHB joining 
the Hawke’s Bay Branch for a drive into 
the foothills at Wakarara where the new 
dam may be built. Several of the branch 
membership drove to Clifton for a picnic 
and visit to the British Car Museum at 
Haumoana

eastern bay of Plenty   Les Costar  
Over the last two months we have had 

three working bees on the parts shed, 
identifying and sorting parts for sale and 
disposing of the broken and unusable parts. 
Still some way to go.

Nine cars joined our July club run 
which took us around town and over to 
Coastlands via back roads. An enjoyable 
run with a couple of questions to keep us 
on track.

Our annual Nobby’s Nosh Dinner this 
year was at the Whakatane RSA with 23 
members attending.

For our August run 12 cars met on a 
stunning sunny Sunday afternoon and 
headed off for a run over the hill through 
Ohope and around Ohiwa Harbour, 
through Waimana and Taneatua and on 
to White Pine Bush to view the log house 
Peter and Robyn Hadley are building. It is 
situated up a 2km long bush driveway high 
in the hills overlooking Whakatane and 
the islands beyond. A stunning spot for 
their lovely new log house.

In September a group of us are setting 
off for a weekend at Paeroa to the Classic 
Car Show and Antiques Weekend. 

Far north  Dave Duirs  
Over 20 vehicles joined the Woollams’ 

Putt Putt run on a cloudless, windless 
day around the Kerikeri back roads.  We 
meandered in and out of the inlets amongst 
some beautiful homes to meet at the Aroha 
Island Eco Centre, set up to preserve a small 
kiwi population. Further touring took us to 
members’ Mike and Billy Courtneys’ Mini 
Putt and Toy Museum before returning 
home. 

The Blokes Sheds visits are popular. 
Adrian Garrett shared his large collec-
tion of horse drawn wagons and farriers 
showed us their skills on the magnificent 
horses. His totally restored RR Silver Ghost 
and Vauxhall 30/90 projects drew plenty 
of interest. Graham McMullen’s very tidy 
shed had several examples of well restored 
older motorcycles with some great English 
heritage in a shining BSA and Matchless. 
His background in the motor industry 
sparked a lively discussion on the way the 
automobile may go, probably quicker than 
we think; … electronics, electric, hydrogen, 
compressed air, self drive. Dave Duirs’ shed, 
Peugeot heaven, gave him a rare chance 
to convince his audience that Pugs have 
been around a long time. His hoist was the 
envy of those who now find it hard to climb 
under their old cars. Across the road, new 
member Rudolph Kung, fascinated boat 
minded folks with his project; a double 
ended boat which hinges in the middle 
for transport or can be separated into two 
individual craft.

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
The first stop on our 27 July shed raid 

was at Brian Butler’s home to view his 
collection of 1915 Waverley bits.  From 
there we travelled to Gavin Bartlett’s home 
to inspect the two Ford Model AA chassis 
that he has recovered recently with a view 
to building up one truck. Gavin has just 
returned from Whangarei with a third 
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chassis which has provided many items 
missing from the first two. The final shed 
to be visited was Mark and Sue Dunn’s 
home where we were able to view a collec-
tion of vehicles. The Clague/Dunn New 
Beauty Ford T turtle deck roadster is taking 
shape in one shed, while in another was a 
line-up of 1925 Buick, 1923 Ford T pickup, 
1928 Ford A phaeton, 1915 Ford T tourer, 
and the latest vehicle on the assembly line, 
a 1930 Model A roadster pickup. A very 
interesting afternoon.

Sadly we record the recent death of 
Keith Webber on 8 May  and former 
member Alan Wilson on 4 July.  Alan had 
restored a 1930 Model A Tudor in time for 
the 1972 International Rally at Nelson and 
covered several thousands of miles around 
New Zealand in it before laying it up due 
to his illness. He later sold the car to Keith 
and Avon Webber who also covered many 
miles in it before passing it on to one of 
their children.

Hawke’s bay  Esther Smith  
In July there is an event called DIY Art 

Deco which is on a much smaller scale 
than the main Art Deco weekend held 
each February. On the Saturday members 
bring their cars into the centre of Napier 
to add a bit of colour to the day. Then for 
a donation to charity, they provide short 
rides for people around the town. Sunday 
is a club run.

In August Graham and Colleen 
Newrick organised a successful run to 
Whakarara, a a farming area in the west 
of Central Hawke’s Bay tucked in under 
the Ruahine Ranges. There is a proposal to 
dam the Whakarara River to supply irriga-
tion for the Ruatawhania Plains and the 
surrounding area. In early days it was the 
site of the old Yeoman’s Mill which would 

be flooded if the dam proceeds. There is 
little evidence now that the thriving mill 
settlement ever existed. Fifty-four cars came 
on the run including a contingent from 
the CHB branch. Everyone joined up at 
the Tikokino Pub then travelled up to 
the old Whakarara school for lunch where 
Graham gave an interesting talk on the 
area’s history and past inhabitants. Owing 
to a washout cars are no longer able to get 
right to the old mill site. The popularity of 
this run showed that there is a real interest 
in our local history and a need to tap into 
the fascinating stories that other members 
have to tell.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale  
Branch members were invited to a book 

launch by author member Mik Peryer who 
is not only an enthusiastic Citroen owner 
but has a great interest in the bird life on 
the Waikanae Estuary. In spite of a rough 
day members enjoyed being part of this.

A Sunday outing saw 20 cars out on 
the trade visit run which included visits 
to tradesmen members. First a glazier, 
upholsterer, restorer and finally an artist 
specialising in pencil drawing cars and old 
buildings. Keith Lyndsell was out in his 

newly restored Morgan and it was great to 
see others with their recently restored cars.

Our Night Owl annual rally encouraged 
14 cars with passengers for an easy run 
around Levin.  

Ivan Horn is busy building four Model 
T speedsters, fitting a modern braking 
system for added safety. Brendan Fox has 
added another KRIT to his shed having 
found one in the USA. Shorty Cole, our 
motorbike man, is also building a special, 
this time an Ariel. Check out our branch 
magazine Spark.

marlborough   Chris de Wagt  
July heralds our mid-winter dinner 

which is also when the branch trophies are 
presented.  

Restoration of Marlborough’s first 
commercial vehicle, a Jeffrey truck, has 
gained momentum. The chassis and wheels 
were rescued from the farm machinery 
compound and Bob O’Malley has built a 
replica cab while Tony Flood has created 
a replica radiator. Local engineering firm, 
Cuddon’s, are working on re-tyring the rear 
wheels. This is an unusual vehicle with 
four wheel drive and four wheel steering. 
Coincidently the club had the original 
toolbox so that will be returned to its 

Far North:  FN Men’s shed: Dave Duirs’ Peugeot 
heaven

Far North: Mens shed: Graham McMullen’s restored 
motorbikes.

Far North: Men’s shed: Adrian Garrett’s 
Tasmanian carriage.

Hawke’s Bay: Run to Wakarara. Meeting up at the Sawyers Arms Hotel Tikokino.
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rightful place when the vehicle is complete. 
It is to be assembled on site at Brayshaw 
Park and a shelter built over it to preserve 
it. 

Our snow run encouraged a large 
turnout with quite a mixture of vehicles, 
from Veteran to classic and included 
a motorcycle and sidecar. The members 
ranged from the more mature long-time 
members to two new under 21s on their 
first outing in a classic Triumph. Well done 
David Bool and others arranging this run 
with the Nelson branch. The same day was 
a separate outing for the motorcycle section 
with 12 attending for a trek to Picton. This 
was in contrast to the 40 that turned up 
the month before on the garage run. There 
were four garages opened for the day and 
moving the group on from each stop wasn’t 
easy. 

nelson    Ron Johnson
Our annual snow run to St Arnaud was 

once again well supported with some 140 
members coming from Nelson, Blenheim 
and the West Coast. No snow on the 
ground but still very cold, though some 
keen members arrived in open cars and 
one motorcyclist braved the elements. 
Last weekend, for the first time in many 
years, we had a mystery run ending at a 
country pub for dinner. Starting at the new 
clubrooms in the afternoon we had a quiz 

with some very tricky questions set out 
by the chairman. We were then handed 
the instructions. This was a piece of paper 
with one big long word on it; no punctu-
ation at all. This made very interesting 
reading and after an hour of very enjoyable 
motoring everybody arrived at the Belgrove 
Tavern. 

Progress on the new clubrooms has been 
minimal over the winter months but spring 
is now upon us and regular working bees 
are being organised beginning in the next 
couple of weeks.

northland  Carol Thompson  
Northland Branch has gone back to its 

roots about why we are a club. Over the 
past year, our monthly social night (first 
Thursday of the month) has grown in leaps 
and bounds. We have club members’ cars 
on display for the first half an hour. This 
is a great way to share our interest and 
make it personal to the restoration or the 
purchase of their vehicle. Generally there 
is a guest speaker. We have had a wide 
range of speakers; a member’s friend visiting 
from America spoke about Model Ts; 
another visitor from Scotland spoke about 
his trek from Peking to Paris. We learnt 
about our own member’s experience with 
the Erebus disaster, how the fire service 
began in Whangarei and how animal and 

noise control is managed in Whangarei and 
Kaipara.

Continuing with the theme of getting 
back to our roots, our library is going 
through a revamp. As custodians of our own 
local history, we have been gifted numerous 
books and magazines. It has been really 
difficult for people to know what we hold 
in stock. We took some advice from our 
Auckland neighbours and plunged in. We 
have been working for the past six months 
on cleaning out duplicates and sorting 
and cataloguing our resources into a new 
database. A new computer will be made 
available with an easy search function. A 
few more months to go yet!

north shore    Mary Lloyd
On a sad note, we have recently lost 

another long-term member, John Lloyd. We 
offer our condolences to June and family. 
John was a thoroughly nice man who will 
be sadly missed.

Our club run in July took us to West 
Coast Shelly Beach on a windy and 
bleak Sunday. It certainly was chilly for 
the occupants of the 1927 Austin 12/4 
(Richard and Angela Bampton) and it 
was no surprise when the car disappeared. 
However, it turned out the occupants 
desperately needed a hot coffee to warm up 
and diverted to the nearest café. 

Horowhenua: Keith Lynsell speaking to Bev Kelly 
Librarian.

Horowhenua: Ivan Horn and Speedster.Horowhenua: Ivan Horn’s workshop.

Marlborough: Whimp Trophy winner - 1948 
Plymouth owned by Ash McKenzie.

Marlborough: Mac Trilford Keown Cup winner, 
1955 Ariel.

Horowhenua: Mike Khull’s Woody and Murray 
Horn’s pickup restorations. Murray owned both 
V8s, he had one complete and the other in bits for 
spares, Mike Khull purchased the spare one and 
restored it into a Woody.
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The Triple Combined was held this 
month and as usual there was a good turn 
out of cars. Twenty-seven in all plus our 
1936 Chev fire engine and even a 1961 
Lotus Seven and a Caterham 7. Each phase 
ran smoothly and on time but a couple 
of North Shore members struck trouble 
at the start. George McGregor, who was 
unfortunate enough to experience a twisted 
driveshaft on his 1948 Mercury and had to 
be trucked home and another, Colin and 
Anne Austen, on hearing a knock in their 
1938 Ford V8 nearly missed the event but 
changed into their modern. 

Results 
1  Peter and Heather Lloyd   1962 Zodiac
2  Paul and Kathy Collins  1938 Chev
3  Brian and Gaylene Cullen  1975 Mercedes

otago   Graeme Duthie 
The Otago branch of the Vintage Car 

Club celebrated its sixtieth anniversary on 
19 July with an afternoon run to Karitane 
and return after which we had an evening 
meal. The dinner was attended by South 
Island Club Captain Alon Mayhew and 
wife Tracey. Alon presented our chairman 
Mark Wilkinson with a certificate in 
recognition of our 60-year anniversary 
on behalf of the National Management 
Committee. Alon also presented 25 year 
badges to Merv Thomson, Peter and Beth 

Daniell, Alex Meikle, and 35 year badge 
to Travis Michelle. Bob Woodford spoke of 
the years when he was more active within 
the branch. Two of our older members Bob 
Oakley and Graham Dalton shared the 
job of cutting the cake. Our guest speaker 
was Alan Dick who is an older identity of 
Dunedin.

 Sparkoholics group have enjoyed an 
experience on genealogy at the club rooms. 
This was very interesting and may be 
repeated for those who missed out. In July 
we visited the new Summerset retirement 
village and hospital building, and August 
we visited a kitchen factory. What an 
amazing place where modern technology 
just cuts out a complete kitchen ready to 
assemble.

On Sunday 17 August we had another 
afternoon run leaving the branch rooms at 
1pm and went off to end up at Hampden. 
Thanks to George Martin.

 The season is now getting busier as we 
are preparing for a number of events, for 
more information read our Road Runner 
magazine at your branch.

rotorua  Ronald Mayes  
The branch swap meet held in July 

at the Paradise Valley Speedway was a 
successful event despite the previous day’s 
bad weather. When the writer arrived at 
0630 to help (or hinder) the placement of 

vehicles on the show terrace, the scene was 
already a hive of activity. The car show 
presented a wide variety of vehicles and 
was enhanced by an impressive line-up by 
the Studebaker club, in town at just the 
right time. The meeting began to wind up 
early in the afternoon, and hopefully many 
treasures found new homes.

The midweekers’ July run took 11 cars 
and about 20 members to Cambridge to see 
the new Velodrome and the latest bicycle 
technology. Apparently some of the cycles 
would cost more than many members’ 
treasured Vintage cars. Earlier, 24 members 
had visited Ngarua in the Waikato to see 
Neil Houghton’s impressive collection of 
stationary engines and tractors, with the 
opportunities to drive some of them eagerly 
taken up.

The August club meeting show and 
tell session featured Maurie Crowe’s 1962 
Standard Vanguard utility, the original 
4-cylinder Vanguard engine and transmis-
sion of which had been replaced with the 
6-cylinder engine and overdrive gearbox 
from a Triumph 2500TC.

Other clubroom events have included 
the annual June prize giving dinner. In 
August our regular catering team laid on 
a meal, free for swap meeting helpers, with 
prizes for quiz winners and the wearers of 
the most attractive or outlandish hats.

North Shore: Warrick Orr’s 1961 Lotus.North Shore: Paul Collins’  1938 Chevrolet.North Shore: 1936 Chev fire engine.

Nelson: Snow run.Nelson: Snow run.
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sth canterbury  Shannon Stevenson
Our End of Season Run was held on 

15 June, for which over 40 vehicles turned 
up. This run took us through the Pareora 
Gorge to the back blocks of Cannington, 
the lunch stop being a picnic area clearing 
beside the Tengawai River near Cave. 

Our AGM was held on 3 July, well 
attended by members. 
2014 Trophies awarded were:
Lyalldale Trophy Nola Day 
Club Captain Trophy Les Wenlock 
Chairman’s Trophy John Foster 
Best Restored Vehicle Alan Miller  
  1964 Ford Falcon utility
Parts Shed Trophy Barry Yates 
25 Year Badge Robbie Boulton 
35 Year Badge Colin Richmond.

For our 2014-2015 committee John Foster 
has been promoted to chairman, deputied 
by Alan Ferguson. Notably, we have 
three generations of the Irving family on 
committee; Frances, Wayne and Terence.

A Sunday Mid Winter Run was held on 
27 July travelling along sealed back roads 
to Geraldine via Waitohi. The annual 
Shiny Bits auction was held on 7 August  
complete with an enthusiastic auctioneer; 
the proceeds going to Alzheimers South 
Canterbury.

The annual Garage Raid was held on 16 
August. This was attended by 81 members 
from our branch, Ashburton, Waimate and 
North Otago branches. We had a look at 
vehicle collections of a number of fellow 

members and hot rod enthusiasts in the 
Geraldine and Timaru areas. A further 
highlight was a visit to club member Lex 
Westoby’s workplace, Wallace and Cooper 
Ltd, where he enthralled members with a 
demonstration of their CNC lathe and mill.

south otago John Cook
The Branch’s annual quiz night, put 

together by Paul and Kaye McNabb, was 
an excellent night out with some Vintage 
Machinery Club members and Molyneux 
Women’s Group joining us.

Our annual mid-winter dinner held 
in August at the South Otago Town and 
Country Club was well attended and the 
recipients of the branch trophies were John 
Cook, Service Tankard; Alan Budge, Good 
Samaritan; Leslie Budge, Ladies Trophy and 
Bill and Gaynor Falconer the Restoration 
Trophy for their 1952 Rover 75.

John and Jan Cook have sold their 1962 
Singer Gazelle to an Otago Branch member 
and have purchased a very original 1963 
Vanguard 6 from long time Canterbury 
Branch member, Raymond Lloyd.

Branch committee members have plans 
well in hand for our 43rd Annual Clutha 
Rally to be held on 8 November 2014. 
Looks to be another good rally so come and 
join us.

taranaki   Colin Johnston
The branch acknowledges the passing 

of Des Moore from New Plymouth. He was 
a past chairman, secretary and newsletter 
editor and one of only three members to 
date to receive the 50 year membership 
award. Des was well known throughout 
New Zealand as an avid collector of number 
plates, stamps, cars and mascots and his 
huge knowledge of the motor car was his 
passion. The branch will truly miss his huge 
contribution.  

We were also saddened by the passing of 
Ted Cooper, a past committee member of 
the branch. 

August had a busy three weekends as 
the Brick Run, attendence at the AGM in 
Wellington and the Breakfast Rally were 
all held three weekends in a row. The Brick 
Run is an annual night rally and dinner 
was served at the clubrooms before entrants 
took off at minute intervals at 7 pm. The 
run took entrants around the roads circum-
navigating the clubrooms for about an hour. 
Dessert was served on their return and 
the rally was won by Robert Gudopp. The 
Breakfast Run started at the New Plymouth 
Merrilands shopping car park and headed 
out into the country. It was a crisp and 
bright morning and all entrants finished 
at the clubrooms where breakfast was 
served. The winner was Danny Pattinson 
with Robin Voss and Ian Bleakley coming 
second equal.

Rotorua: Maurie Crowe’s Vanguard utility at his 
club night presentation.

Rotorua: A 19330Studebaker President lines up in 
the car show.

Rotorua: The motorcycle is believed to be a 
Chinese copy of a Russian replica of a BMW.  The 
cars alongside are more easily identified. 

Rotorua: Precariously perched, Jill Philps  knows 
she can’t be the back seat driver  while Adelai 
Skelton is really in charge of this early John Deere at 
Ngarua.

South Canterbury: Lex Westoby’s 1930 Alvis 
Silver Eagle at the SCVCC end of season run at 
Cave.

South Canterbury: The Toomeys’ 1958 Packard 
at Geraldine, recently imported from Texas and 
awaiting restoration.
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taupo  Greg Nattrass  
We were privileged to share an evening 

with our local neighbourhood watch 
coordinator Joy Johnson. Joy spoke of the 
responsibilities of her job, and how she 
was answerable to the local Police about 
the capabilities of each particular group. 
A great guest speaker that left an impact 
on all who attended. We were once again 
involved with the local hobby expo, this 
year displaying five of our members’ cars.  
This year the committee decided on an 
English theme as there is always lots of 
interest from the public and a great way to 
get ourselves seen. Club run saw a group of 
thirty members heading for the River Lodge 
between Taupo and Reporoa for the annual 
Brunch Run. 

August saw the fish and chip night, 
where we meet at the clubrooms for a meal 
followed by a quiz. This year the quiz was 
again prepared by club captain Neil Chave 

and was quite challenging, with only low 
scores from the teams participating.  

Committee member Bob Taylor has 
conducted a survey of members to gauge 
their feelings about activities held by our 
branch. We got a great response from 
members with positive feedback towards the 
running and events. The most dominant 
reason for non attendance was other 
commitments on event dates so future 
branch magazines will now include a year 
planner to help members with dates for 
upcoming events. 

Waikato   Ian Patton  
Our motorcycle crew have been out 

and about with a visit to Danny Ryan’s to 
view his stable of cars and to see firsthand 
the new starting mechanism fitted to the 
Vincent after it bit Danny’s ankle earlier in 
the year.

A cleverly plotted and themed ladies 
rally had our lady members and guests on 

a “Grand Tour” experiencing different 
cultures as if abroad. Swiss chocolates, the 
Sikh Temple for lunch, the Hamilton Zoo 
with its African animals and of course our 
famous Hamilton Gardens – the Italian 
Renaissance Garden and the American 
Garden.

Sixteen cars and 32 entrants were in the 
clubman/navigator of the year quest. This 
was an afternoon event through rural areas 
handy to our club. It was all down to timing 
and participants carry forward their points 
to the next leg in October.

We have been attracting new members.
The club recently had an outing at a 

small bore rifle club, had a tour of the 
new Cambridge Velodrome and a visit to 
the Waiuku steel works is on the coming 
month’s agenda.

On a sad note we said farewell to Bruce 
Murcott, our 92 year old 2013 Double 50 
– first Waikato entrant. Bruce was most 
famous for an incident where a policeman 

South Otago: Bill Falconer with his 1952 Rover 
75.

Taupo: Branch display at the Taupo Hobby Expo.

Taranaki: Jim Watson in his 1929 Chrysler with 
Mt Taranaki in the background. Photo Alexander 
Johnston

Taranaki: The start of the Breakfast Run at 7.30 am 
in New Plymouth. Photo Alexander Johnston

Taranaki:  Ian Bleakley George Gardiner and Robert Gudopp with their Morris cars at the clubrooms. 
Photo Alexander Johnston

 Beaded Wheels 63



idletorque

had to have a word when Bruce was out 
marshalling and sitting in a residential 
street with his binoculars. Bruce piloted 
his Humber Hawk at every opportunity and 
was an inspiration to us all. Rest in peace, 
Bruce.

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball  
Ryan Dewes doesn’t fit the profile of 

the average Vintage Car Club member. For 
starters, he doesn’t have grey hair and he 
doesn’t have a Gold Card, although he does 
share with other members a passion for old 
machinery.

Ryan is 17 years old, a Year 13 day 
student at Rathkeale College. There’s 
something else special about Ryan – he’s 
not afraid of hard work and he’s careful 
with the money – so careful that at the 
beginning of this year he was able to 

purchase his first car, a 1926 Ford Model T 
four-seat roadster. It was a runner, needing 
just a tune and tidy-up to go rallying. And 
just recently Ryan bought a second vehicle, 
a 1912 Calthorpe 12/15hp four-seat tourer 
from Invercargill. This requires a full body 
restoration; a major project which Ryan 
expects will take three or four years. 

The Margaret Gee Memorial Rally 
took members to The Factory, home of 
the Dudson Collection of early American 
cars. Kevan  Dudson, son of the late Kerry, 
founder of the collection, showed visitors 
around the gleaming exhibits, restored by 
an in-house team of engineering, panel 
beating and painting and upholstery 
experts. The rally was organised by Frances 
Elwin and Ray Lester and was won by Tony 
and Myrna Lane, of Masterton.

Other activities included a mid-winter 
Christmas party and the Janice Groves 
Memorial Rally.

Wanganui  Fay Chamberlain  
Well, it may be winter but the branch 

has been very active in and about the 
community. Fifteen members turned up to 
help with a special working bee to clean 
out gutters, roofs, drains. Afternoon tea 
was provided by the late Horace Guilford 
as a parting gesture. Horace passed away 
recently, a valued member of the branch, 
and he wanted to say thank you in his way. 
His wife Hazel also turned up, making this 
a day to remember! 

Scrap continues to be the main 
fundraiser for the branch, with members 
gathering every week to sort out the junk!

Waikato: How to dress period to match the era of 
your car.

Waikato: Greg Terrill (new Chairman) tapping 
Graham Pate (retiring Chairman) on the head for 
winning the Clubman of the Year award.

Waikato: Ladies Rally; Clair White pulling out 
from the clubrooms.  Note. the new winged flags.

Wairarapa: A chromium smile from a 1950 Buick 
Roadmaster.

Wairarapa: VCC members with a striking 1972 
Buick Riviera at The Factory.

Wairarapa: Robbie Froome’s striking 1928 Chrysler 75 on the Margaret 
Gee Rally. The previous owner had kept in storage for 14 years after it 
broke down. A full mechanical restoration sees it again taking its place on 
the road.

Wairarapa: Ryan Dewes, 17, already the owner of 
a Vintage Model T and a Veteran Calthorpe.

Wanganui: Eilidh Pitkethley  “My kitchen 
rules? (when the blokes leave!) 

Wanganui: Jim O’Neill “sits 
vacant!” at the working bee.
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Wanganui members attended the 
National AGM in Wellington this time. 
Neil Farrer did his usual thing as long 
standing branch treasurer, Peter Hardy 
was there for the first time as branch 
Chairman, Ed and Hinemoa Boyd.  Fay and 
Ian Chamberlain were conned into coming 
totally unaware that they were to receive 
the John L Goddard Trophy.

Branch membership is steady, with club 
night attendance averaging 40-50 average. 
The Hardy team came up with some great 
photos of Jordan last club night. The 
September one will see the rooms crammed 
with items for the annual Shiny parts and 
much more auction. 

Two big smiley faces of late. Ian Higgins 
is happy having made it to the cover of 
Beaded Wheels and Kitchen Manager Eilidh 
Pitkethley is beaming with delight at the 
new kitchen in the clubrooms. 

Wellington  Ann O’Rorke  
June’s Colonial Cup Rally was held 

in gorgeous weather and it was good to 
see 20 cars and four motorcycles turn 
out. The route went to Eastbourne, the 
historic seaside suburb of Wellington, with 
a mixture of silent checks, questions, and 
a straight line section through streets of 
beautiful houses. With Vintage vehicles 

coming towards us, crossing our path and 
sometimes even, going the same way, it was 
a true test of navigational skills. 

At the following awards ceremony, 
Kevin and Joanne Buck were first, driving 
their 1970 Ford Capri. Ivan and Valrae 
Gardiner won both the Colonial Cup and 
the Munro Most Meritorious Restoration 
awards (1960 BSA Sunbeam Motor 
Scooter), and Fred and Elisabeth Smits 
won both the Southward Salver 1st Time 
Restoration and Archer Restoration Trophy 
(1957 Mercedes-Benz 220s).

The Remembrance Rally/Social 
Country Run in July was challenging for 
the 19 vehicles due to the weather. Starting 
in Featherston and touring Martinborough 
for the entertainment of the weekenders 
then setting out on the Wairarapa country 
roads, there was a fascinating visit to the 
Wheelwright Shop established by Greg and 
Ali Lang. Greg served a wheelwrighting 
apprenticeship in the UK and Ali is 
skilled in coach painting and lining. They 
demonstrated spoke shaving and wheel hub 
construction.

Lunch was at the historic Te Whiti 
homestead where the Rally winner was 
chosen and Bruce and Claire Benge will be 
organising next year’s rally.

Wellsford-Warkworth 
  Anne Hamilton

Our Winter Woollies Wander in July 
saw 58 entries, of which one third took 
a touring option. This was one of several 
firsts; another was some straight line 
navigation. Then there were the bacon 
buttie sandwiches, cooked by Chris Field. 
A treat on a frosty morning.

 As always, Brenda and Leon had an 
imaginative route, a section of which was 
through a forestry block where the roads 
were better than many of the public ones.  

Over 100 people crammed in for the 
dinner and prize giving. Top local entrants 
were Doug and Anne Hamilton in their 
1972 Fiat Bambina with the other top 
honours going to Graeme and Raewyn 
Fenn from the Bay of Plenty in their 1929 
Graham-Paige coupe.

Sunday morning and most entrants 
made their way out to Matakana for the 
petrol heads to visit the race car stables 
of Mortimer Motor Sport after which they 
were given a barbeque lunch at the club 
rooms before heading home. The weather 
played its part to perfection.

Our theme dinner this year was a trip 
to either Fiji or India as the meal. Of the 
nearly 60 people attending, most made an 
enormous effort to add to the colour and 

Wellington: Greg and Ali Lang, the Wheelwright Shop, 
explaining spoke location to branch members.

Wellington: Ivan Gardner (left) looks on as 
the judges: L-R Shane Taylor, Don Hawke’s, 
Roger White study his work on the 1960 
Sunbeam BSA Scooter  – winner of the 2014 
Munro Most Meritorious Restoration.

Wellington: John Blakemore, Asst Club 
Captain, presenting Joanne and Kevin Buck 
with the Colonial Cup Ice Bucket. 

Wellsford/Warkworth: waiting for the “go”in the 
2014 Wellsford-Warkworth Winter Woollies.

Wellington: Michael Taylor, Bill Munro, Murray 
Hislop, Warren Corkin receive their 50 year badges.

Wellington: The Social Country Run at the Te 
Whiti Homestead in the Wairarapa.
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The Passing Lane
In this column we acknowledge the recent 

passing of club members,  
information is supplied to Beaded Wheels  

by Branch Secretaries.
Clemens, Margaret Ashburton
Cox, Peter Manawatu
Dunn, Ivan Northland
Eden, Chas Ashburton
Lilley, John Ashburton
Matthews, Lyn Far North
Moore, Desmond Taranaki
Philpott, Doug Ashburton
Scott, Alf Ashburton
Squires, Janet Gisborne
Withers, Tom Ashburton
Hoogebrugge, Johannes Taupo

feel of the evening. The ladies had done a 
wonderful job decorating the club rooms 
creating a great atmosphere.

New members; Bev Osborne – 1922 
Ford Model T, a 1928 Ford Model A and a 
1955 Morris Minor 4 door.

Richard Moon – 1966 Mercedes 230S.

West coast  
  June Campbell  

To those who attended our Easter Rally 
and didn’t pick up their photos taken at 
the entrance to Rally headquarters on 
Rally Day, please give Club Captain Dave 
Campbell a call (03 768 4226 or email 
davenjune@ts.co.nz ) and we will forward 
your photo on to you. There is no charge.

In July we took the scenic coastal 
highway up to Charleston for the day. 
After lunch members climbed aboard the 
Rainforest train (which bears a resem-
blance to Thomas the Tank Engine) and 
enjoyed a scenic trip up the Nile River 
valley, into the bush clad hills behind 
Charleston. The wee train is powered by a 
1500cc Kubota diesel engine. An alterna-
tive engine is Cecil who is powered by a 
Morris 1100 motor. 

August Club run saw 11 vehicles motor 
up to Lake Brunner through beautiful 
farming country and native bush which is 
still looking sad after the Easter cyclone. 

Three of our guys took part in the 
Irishman Rally at Queen’s Birthday 

West Coast: Rainforest train, Charleston.
West Coast: Anyone up for it?

Wellsford/Warkworth: Our mid winter theme 
dinner – a Trip to Fiji.

Wellsford/Warkworth: feeding everyone the next 
day before sending them home.

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the 
lookout for good articles for future issues. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky 
authors per issue will win a coveted limited edition Beaded 
Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or via email.  
Post to: Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 13140 
or 
Email: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 

WIn this limited edition  
beaded  
Wheels cap!

Our winners of the  
Beaded Wheels caps for 

this issue are Mark Gibson 
and Ivan Gardiner.

weekend. They were Roger Devlin, Kevin 
Tucker, John Fowler and a friend driving two 
1931 Model As. 

John Fowler and Brent Woolhouse went 
up to the Blenheim trials to compete in 
John’s 1929-30 Austin 7 special which 
belonged to the late Wally Greenham of 
Nelson. First time for Brent participating and 
judging by reports of his reaction, the mind is 
boggling at the thought of the 1952 Hudson 
Wasp up to its headlights in mud next year.

Contact me if you wish to  
discuss an idea for an article.  

Kevin Clarkson, Chairman  
Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee.

Phone home 03 385 9821 or  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz
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or email us at: cis@vero.co.nz

For an obligation free quote call

0800 658 411 select option 2

Come claim time, some insurance providers 
fade into the background...

For over 30 years Vero CIS has partnered with the VCC, supporting branches nationwide and providing 
VCC members with an extensive range of insurance policies at specially negotiated rates. 

Vero CIS prides itself on building comprehensive policies that provide you the very best cover options, 
backed up by a dedicated customer service team committed to helping you every step of the way.

Over 40% of VCC members have already chosen to insure with Vero CIS. So if you have been thinking 
about a change recently, now’s the perfect time to join them. 

Plus, Vero CIS will make a contribution to your local VCC branch for every policy taken out or renewed.

At Vero CIS, your claim comes to the forefront.


