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Is today's
most modern oil
right for
yesterday's car?

Defin itel y.
No car, old or new, could fail to go better on today's

Castrol . Austin know thi s-and the y recommend Castrol
for an old Au stin 7 as strongly as they recommend
Castrol for their cars of today.

Becau se Castrol means protection . Means reliability.
Means smoother, trouble-free motoring .

The age of your car doesn't matter.
The oi l doe s.

Be sure to choo se Castrol.
If you have an Au stin of thi s vintage use CASTROl Xl .
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Bead ed Wh eel s is th e vo ice of th e Vintage Car M ov ement in New Z ealand and of th e Clubs whose e ffo rts
are fost er ing and eve r w id ening th e interest ill this mo vement and form rallyin g points for that ever
in creasing band o f enth usiasts . Th e fascination of age itself or revulsion f rom th e fla shy m ediocr ity of our
present day is dra wing an in creasin g number of m otorists back 10 th e ind ivi d uali ty, solid wo rth, and
funct ional el egan ce that was demanded by a m ore di scrim inating generat ion and it is to these that we
dedicat e -
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The First Foreign Invasion of New Zealand motor

sport followed the increasing success of the Auckland A.A';s. N.Z. Motor

Cup meetings at Muriwai Beach.

I n Bead ed Wh eels recently a series of arti­
cles un der th e titl e of the «Heavy M etal"
by W . Ca pper-Starr gave an edi ted review
of th e conte m porary race rep ort s in th e local
press covering th e series fr om 1921 to 1928
but no technical assessm ent of cars or analysis
of results was undert ak en by th e auth or.

In th ese da ys of com plete domination of
N .Z . major races by overseas ca rs and dri v ­
ers it m ay be both int eresting and instructive
to assess the effect of the «Fo reign I nvasion"
on N ew Z eala nd's earlier classic series of
eve nts.

- by A. A. ANDERSON .

One of th e grea t diffi culties in writing
acc urately of ea rly New Zealand motoring is
the verbose style of contempo ra ry reporters,
even in technical magazines, and the extreme
pau city of technical information given
coupled with dubious acc uracy of results .
Muriwai is no exce ption and thus the facts
given in " T he H eavy Metal" series will need
to be tr ea ted with some reser ve by genuine
resea rch ers ! Fortunatel y th ere are a number
of cross referen ces available and th ese have
been carefully chec ked in preparat ion of this
necessarily brief account, but even so there
may still be inaccuracies and omissions. The
author would be very gra teful if th e know­
ledge abl e will bring th ese to h is att ent ion .

The first race in 1921 na turally enough
a ttrac ted no overseas ent ries th ough it was
non etheless a resounding success both from
the point of view of the A.A.A. and the com­
petitors. The field for th e main race, the
N.Z. M otor Cup, of only 25 mi les, was only
eigh t ca rs of whi ch non e were genuine com­
petition machines. Large stripped and tuned
American touring ca rs dom inated the event,
th e Natt rass Cadillac V 8 winning at a respec­
tabl e average speed and ach ieved some 92
m .p.h down the straight.

Apparently th ere was no turning during
the race which was started a t the furthest
point of the beaeh and run to the pits area
PACE TWO

in one lon g stra ight, and th e repo rted ave r­
age speed of th e winner a t 88 m .p .h , wo uld
bear out this.

For 1922 th e race for th e NZ M otor Cup
was now over 50 miles, arra nge d for 12y;
miles to the stra ight giv ing three 180 degree
turns. T he winner , Craigs V 12 Packard ,
was tim ed at approximately 90 m.p .h . over
the finish line, but only managed a ra ce aver­
age of 73 m.p.h ., and ag ain stripped tourers
were th e rul e amon g the some what red uced
field of six starters, including th e M essenger
family D type 25 h.p . Vauxhall spec ia lly
stripped a nd tuned for th e occasion .

So well did the Vauxhall perform that for
1923 th e young and energe tic loca l agents,
Seabrook Fowlds, app roached th e famous
Australi an age nts and competition doyen ,
Boyd Edkins, for a " rea l" V auxhall entry for
which Seabrook Fowlds would provide th e
entry, fares and expe nses. Thus th e first
" foreig n" en try appeared on th e New Zea­
land racing scene, being th e Edkins E type
30 /98 Vauxh all with his Sydney serv ice man­
age r, C. F. Sanderson, as driver.

Fo r 1923 the race now comprised five
turns in place of three within its 50 miles'
distance, and apa rt from th e 30 /98, th e usual
assembly of stripped tourers faced th e starte r
for th e N.Z. M otor C up . In spite of th e
extra turns th e Vauxhall won at an av erage
of just over 75 m .p.h .-Bert Sho rter's strip­
ped Cadillac V8 being onl y ha lf a minu te
beh ind (see Beaded W heels, J un e, 1963,
page 13 ) , and the first foreign invader left
New Zea land 's shores with all th e spo ils of
victo ry.

T he yea r 1924 saw th e lesson of the pr evi­
ous year bearing fruit in two diff erent ways.

Firstly, at home both Selwyn C ra ig and
H oward Natt rass wh o had pr eviously success­
fully run Packard and Cadillac respect ively,
b rough t out and fielded spec ially imported
ra cing machinery viz., th e fam ous Ell 5
Indianapolis Stutz and a special board track
M ercer . (See Bead ed Wheels Sept., 1956
a nd Sept. 1955 ) .
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Sanderson's 30/98 E type Vauxhall with Mr Fowlds as his riding mechanic.
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Secondly, the Seabrook-Fowlds/Boyd Ed­
kins combination again fielded the 30/98 and
Sanderson and yet another entrant brought
over a foreigner-none other than Norman
(" W iza rd") Smith brought over by Domin­
ion Motors Ltd. to drive their No. 2 Essex.

In the N.Z. Motor Cup race itself 11
starters faced the flag, but Wizard Smith,
who was dogged with plug trouble, held up
the start and this in turn allowed the crowd
back onto the bea ch which delayed matters
even further. As a result of these delays both
the Stutz and Austin 20 burned out clutches
and Sanderson broke an axle on the first
turn; the Smith Essex failed to cure its igni­
tion maladies and the Mercer won at an
average of over 80 m.p.h. from the J. W.
Andrcw's Ford by a substantial margin .

Norman "Wizard" Smith was well known
as a record breaker inter-city in both Austra­
lia and New Zealand, holding the Sydney­
Melbourne, Adelaide-Melbourne, Launces­
ton-Hobart, Auckland- Wellington and Christ­
church-Invercargill records at one tim e or
another, mainly with the old four-cylinder
Essex of the type entered for this race. Dom-

inion Motors No. I car was driven bv Ben
Campbell, a record-holder in his own' right
and mechanic on Smith's famous run Auck­
land-Wellington when the Jewett time of 14
hours 58 minutes set up on April 6th, 1923
(see Beaded Wheels June 19(4) was carved
down to 13 hours 19 minutes, this being
achieved into the teeth of one of the worst
southerly gales in living memory! The Wiz­
ard paid seven visits in all to New Zealand
many of them in connection with his world
record attempts (see Beaded Wheels March
1960) . Although he was never a circuit rac­
ing figure it is fitting that the "Wizard"
should be amongst the earliest "foreigners"
to sample New' Zealand motor racing, albeit,
unsuccessf ully !

The next year 1925 the organisers were
to go into print bemoaning the fact that their,
by now, well established event had no Aus­
tralian entries though it was "the longest
nice in the Southern Hemisphere."

This caught the eye of a very newcomer
to motor racing in Australia, Hope Bartlett,
a 34-year-old ex-bank clerk and successful
bus service proprietor who had done some

PAGE THREE



competition motor cycling including a ride
on a Zenith in th e 110-mile 1915 Australian
M otor Cycle G.P. at Li thgow.

In 1923 he purchased an E type 30/98
from Boyd Edkins with wh ich he proceeded
to win a local hill climb and ach ieve a timed
run of 97 m.p.h. at th e Seven M ile Beach in
1923. In 1924 he had won the Daily Gu ar­
dian Reliability Trial and early in 1925 he
noted th e fact that no Australian ent ries had
been received for the N.Z. M otor Cup, and
sent a lat e entry to the orga nisers and pro­
ceeded to ship the 30/98 to Auckland . So
run s the story at any rat e from th e biogra ph­
ies of Bartlet t.

But in fact we read in the editorial to the
" Radiator" of M arch , 1924, regarding the
races that " Austra lia will be represented by
"Wizard" Smith of Sydney, in his racing
Essex and that ano ther competitor is ex­
pected from Sydney with a Vauxhall in addi­
tion to th e present holder, Sa nderso n, of
VauxhaII fame ." It appears likely that he
tried to get into th e 1924 race and missed
out, finally showing up for 1925.

Su ffice it to say that in 1925 on Febr uary
2 1st Bart lett was th e only overseas entry in
his 30/98 and the field of sta rters now com­
prised 10 listed ca rs of which the Stutz and
Mercer (now nam ed N atrass Special) and
the Fo rds of And rews and of H aydon had
been previous sta rters.

H amilton 's LO .M . Sunbea m mad e its
first appea rance and only just succee ded in
winning a very close race with Bartlett. T he
" foreigners" were getting too close for com­
fort! The race was now given seven turns
as against five for the two previous years and
even so the race average of 80 m.p.h. showe d
that extra turns were being compensa ted for
by faster ca rs.

Nineteen-twenty-six saw a mark ed decline
in the field for th e New Zealand Motor Cup,
eight cars with no overseas contingent at all
faced the sta rter. Newcomers were th e Mes­
senge r Special ( Frontenac based ) and Mat ­
hew Wills' 1922 T.T. Sunbeam as v"ell as the
old stage rs like the Stutz, LO JvL2, and the
M ercer. Bob Wilson , th e new owner of the
Stutz, really found form and won from Wills
and H amilton in 35 minutes 37 seconds for
th e 50 miles-two minutes faster than the
1925 time.
PAGE FO UR

( Pho to : Mi ss L ucy W ills)

H ope Bartlett's Brescia Bugatti on the beach.

In 1927 Bartlett was back again ; th e two
int ervenin g yea rs had seen his 30/98 E type
and a lat er O .E. series disposed of in favour
of a Brescia Bugatti for the Maroubra Speed­
way and a second Brescia for tri al work quite
apa rt from " Miss Masport" speedboat he had
bought in Au ckland during his first visit .

When Ph i\. Garlick, with th e blown
F.W.D. Alvis, sta rted beating the Brescia at
M aroubra, Bartlett imp ort ed one of the
2-litre formula 1922 St rasbourg G.P. Sun­
beams, being one of th e less successful Henri
designed 4-cylind er cars, in 1925 ., and the
rivalry with Garli ck was really on ! M arou­
bra kept them fully occupied till Garlick was
killed at th e speedway, trying to pass the
Sunbeam in J anuary 1927, and Bartlett took
both the Brescia and the Sunbeam over to
Muriwai. T he Sunbeam was entered for the
N.Z . Motor Cup and the Brescia for the Light
Car Cup which latter it dul y won at 72.5
m.p.h . with Andy I rving's old Brescia M odi­
fie only 200 yards behind him.

The 1927 M otor Cup saw a spec tac ular
struggle between Bartlett and Wilson's St utz,
but on the fourth lap th e Sunbeam sta rted
sounding irregul ar and the Stutz finally drew
away to win by one mile at an ave rage speed
of 82 .2 m.p.h. for a race th at now includ ed
nine turns within its 50 miles.

Whilst th ere were no other " foreigners,"
newcomers to the M otor Cup from New Zea­
land entrants numbered the Thomas Spec ial
entered by D. F . Bau chop of Wellington , and
C. F. Armstrong's 3-litre Bentl ey.

Even though the overseas entry had taken
the Light Car Cup it was only just man aged



I
~

( Photo: C llllrli,' EaJt)
Ho pe Bartlet t with the "Strasbourg" G. P. Sunbeam .

and the locals appeared quite abl e to look
aft er themselves as they were go ing to have
to do next year.

In fact the year 1928 mark ed the peak of
overseas interest and entries in Ne w Zealand
pre-war motor sport and a verit ab le Austra­
lian invasion was mounted . Hope Bartl ett
did not reappear ; owing to a change in his
fortunes he had disposed of his entire sta ble,
his little Breseia Bugatti going utimat ely to
Rovcroft who had it entered next vea l' in the
ran'ks of th e locals ! .

However H ope's old M aroubra rival
A. E. C. (Cha rlie) East mad e his first ap­
pearan ce in New Zealand with his fam ous
type 37 4-eylind er Bugatti with which he
held the Maroubra lap record for all time
at 96 m.p .h., and with whi ch he had don e a
lot of tyre testing for Adv anx retread s of
Sydn ey. With East was his friend and part­
ner Russell Taylor who was a principa l of
Advanx and also held the Bugatti agency in
Sydn ey. T aylor had with him the ex F.A.
Park 8-cylind er C .P. 1500ec Type 39
Bugatti.

East was a very experienced tuner as well
as first-class driv er. He had sta rted his train­
ing with the local Clement-Talb ot agents
before the 1914 -18 war and had worked on
the successful Victoria Park racing team and
also prepared the T albot with which C. C.
White finally drove from East to West ac ross
Australia in 1908.

The same ca r also held th e Sydney­
Melbourne record in 1909 and 1910 after
which year East left T alb ot to maintain a
fleet of hire ca rs and then ran a fleet of his
own with a strong interest and love of fast
driving th rown in ! At th e tim e of the open­
ing of Maroubra Speedway in Sydney he
gave up his hire car business to concentr ate
upon tuning, takin g premises in the Adva nx
Compa ny's Williarns Street building as a
workshop. East entcred the first Marou bra
meetin g with an Itala and aft er this there
sprang up th e friendship with Russell T aylor
leading to tyre testing and racing the Ad ­
vanx Bugatti and fina lly its purchase and
racing on his own account. The T ype 37
stayed with him throughout his career right

{Photo : Charlie East )

The Ea st fam ily about to set out on a New Zealan d
tour after the 1928 races .
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through to a come-back in 1935 at M arou­
bra's very last meetin g. In his basement
workshop he tun ed many othe r fam ous ca rs
including Bill Thompsori's Grand Prix win­
ning T ype 37a blown car and a well known
T ype 43, an d was, with T aylor , a very real
threat to th e N .Z. M otor Cup.

With these two there was a cabled entrv
at the last minute from one G. C. Meredith
not nominating a ca r. Geo£. Mcredith was
litt le known in Austr alia having appeared in
local events with a R aja head ed Ford and
lat er in a stripped 8-cylinde r touring Bugatti
probably a T ype 30 2-litre. In any case he
did not appear. Another mystery Australian
entry was Hu gh Carter with a M ercer which
turned out to be the old Nattrass car, the
driv er being an Austr alian who had served
with Boyd Edkins as both apprentice and
mechani c and as such would hav e acquired
a good gro unding in Mercers for the Austra­
lian agency was given to Edkins in 1920. The
post-war cars were not a grea t success and, in
Australia, ga ve a lot of trouble in which

Ca rter was embro iled. How he came to
driv e the Nattrass machin e will now never be
known as Howard Na ttrass him self is now
dead , but he did manage to get a placc,
being third a t a speed of 75 m.p.h .

The 1928 race was still of 50 miles and
th is yea r it included 11 turns. The local lads
pitted against these invad ers includ ed George
Henn ing in the ex-Wills 8-cylind er 1922 T .T.
Sunbea m, Hamilt on in old l.O.M. 2, Bauchop
in the Hooker-Thom as, Wilson with the
Stutz and the Cuttens in the cx-Zborowski
2-litre 8-cylinder Miller.

The Miller !ed off the mark and for some
distance until the " wa ter splash" shifted th e
battery and disconnected current fram the
Delco equipment and it dropped out. East 's
T ype 37 brok e its condenser br acket causing
vcry int ermittent firing after having been
well up among th e leaders. Taylor went ou t
with igniti on maladi es and finally Bob Wil­
sonson and the Stutz chalked up its third
successive win at 83.5 m.p.h. in spite of th e
extra turns to win the M otor Cup outr ight.

• I

( Pho to: Chorlir Ea fl )

Charlie East' s famous type 37 Bugatti on the beach.
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Second was C . W. F. H amilton and third
Carter with the Me rcer- the only "invader"
to be placed.

In the Light Ca r Cup Eas t and Taylor
had changed ca rs and East took the 8-cylin­
del' Type 39 G.P. through to win a t 75 m.p.h,
by almost 12Y2 minutes from Bau chop in the
T homas Special.

For 1929 th e Automobile Associati on with­
drew its support from Muriwai since its
Motor Cup had gone. An association of
dr ivers, the M uriwai M otor R acing Club
under A. Roycrolt , organi sed the " Austra las­
ian Beach Championship" meetin g at M uri­
wai on M arch 9t h. A good field of entries
was received including from Australia
Cha rlie Eas t and Russ T aylor with Bugattis,
H ope Bartlett with a type 43 Bugatti and
H arold Cooper with the 3-litre G.P. Ballot
which he had competed with at M aroubra
since 1926 but with out great success. T he
local lads fielded th e Stutz, now in th e hands
of Reg. Grierson, the Mi ller wh ich was a last­
minute starter and poorly prepared, Roycroft
with th e old ex-Bartlett Brescia Bugatti and
R . P. Wraights Chrysler Special. Again as
in the previous year som e of the invad ers
failed to turn up so that the only starters
were East with the fa ithful Type 37 and
Taylor with , this year, a special Bugatti mad e
up from a 2-litre Ty pe 30 St ra ight 8 with
shortened chassis by 18 inches and consider­
abl e tuning. In East' s own words, "It had
terri fic acceleration and speed. U nfortun­
atel y the day pri or to the racing the clutch
with drawal mechan ism fell apart in practice
and the parts lost on the beach . This car
would have collected all before it including
m yself.'

Both Coo per with the Ballot and Bartlett
non-started , but th e local reporters appear to
have confused the Miller with the Ballot and
hence the reports often menti on the latter
though East, Gri erson and Cutten all assure
the writ er that th e Ballot definitel y did not
make the tr ip at the last mom ent.

T he two main events of this 1929 meetin g
were the Q ua lifying Swee pstakes of 12Y2
miles and the Austr alasian Beach Champion­
ship itself of 25 miles ancl no less th an 20
turns in this distan ce.
PAGE EIGHT

T he race for the Qualifying Sweepsta kes
was won by Charlie East with Roycroft sec­
ond and Bert Shorter's Chrysler Special third.
In the Ch ampionship itself, the Stutz led off
from the flying sta rt ; by the second lap th e
order was Eas t, Grierson, Taylor, '-'ITraig ht,
Roycroft and the Mill er. H owever the
M iller then suddenly foun d form and flashed
past everyone to second place behind the
Stutz, the Eas t Bugatti havin g sta lled on a
turn and lost a lot of ground. Lubrication
trou bles then caused a con rod to let go on
th e Miller which put it out ami th e final
order was Grie rson's Stutz first in 25 minutes
25 2-5 seconds, or just over 60 m.p.h ., Roy­
crof t' s Brescia Bugatti second and Cha rlie
East's T ype 37 Bugatt i th ird . T he make­
shift clutch ja cked up for Taylor's Bugatti
let go on the third lap ancl it was out of the
race.

Fo r 1930, the Muriwai Club aga in organ­
ised the Beach Cha mpionship meeting in lat e
Janua ry. The depression , the loss of A.A.
support an d th e Motor Cu p itself combined
to dimini sh suppo rt · and even the orga nisers
seem to have been defeat ed before they be­
gan- the Cha mpionship race was now only
18 miles with 12 turns. No overseas ent ries
were received and many of the locals were
missing for finan cial and oth er reasons.
Grierson 's Stut z narrowly beat the Wraight
Chrysler in a field of only five starte rs.

The rival att rac tions of H ennings Speed­
way, which held its first meetin g in March
1929, and to which the A.A. transferred its
Light Ca r Cup con test sounded the inc reas­
ing decline of the IV1uriwai Classics and of
foreign invasions until a new series of classics
could be esta blished to take their plaee wh ich
was not destined to be until the middle 19505.

Th e au.thor wishes to thank th ose m an y people
and organisations w ho luiv e help ed him with
inform ation and dtit« wi th which to check press
re por ts, etc., and w ho luiue supplied photographs
no ta bly Mr A . E . C. East, M1' Jack: and Mr Fhil.
Se abrook, Mr Re g. Grierson, M1' C. W. F. Hn mil­
ton , Miss L ucy Wills, Mr K ei th Cu i ten , Mr Dav e
Manson, Mr Harrs) T tujlor and th e stn.U of the
A ucklantl Publ ic Libraru,



"GENEVIEVE" A Sort of Biography
by Rodney Laredo

--

This story will, to some extent, run along
the lines of an autobiography of a car; no
ordinary car though-a veteran, none other
than "Cenevievc" herself. 1\'1 y decision to
write on this particular car is to give those
who don't already know, some idea of the
life of the vehicle that has helped to estab­
lish a world-wide organisation for veteran
cars, and that has helped in no small way to
promote such interest in the early examples
of motoring; not trying to better what has
gone before, but to add to what has already
been told.

This story has a personal beginning on
] une 4th, 1954 . On this day as a reasonably
young child, I was taken to what was termed
"the shoppers' session" at the pictures. It
was the first time I had been to an evening
film showing. The programme-"Genevieve."
From that day till this I have not forgotten
my first reactions at seeing this movie, and
can still conjure up in my mind a fairly ac­
curate picture of many of the scenes, as I
first saw them. Over the years, like many
others, I've seen the film on many different
occasions, but not fully appreciating it to the
extent which I have done when recently see­
ing it again.

March, 1965, saw the start of the Inter­
national Veteran and Vintage Car Rally,
the film "Gcncvicve" and into the bargain­
"Cenevieve" herself!

One wonders if Alcxandre Darracq ever
thought it possible that one of his early auto­
mobiles would achieve world fame some fifty
odd years after it was introduced to the
motoring world!

From the time of his birth on November
5th, 1855, at Bordeaux in France, through to
early manhood, we know very little of the
young Darracq. He began as a draughts­
man at Tarbes, then becoming more ambiti­
ous in accordance with his age, tried his hand
in a sewing machine company at Hurtu.
Taking the bull by the horns in 1891, he
teamed up with Aucoc to manufacture bi­
cycles under the name of "Gladiator." This

proposition turned into a successful one to
the point where British interests, including
Harvey du Cros bought out Darracq and his
partner in 1896 . We are doubtless right to
imagine that Darracq and Aucoc toasted the
foolishness of Harvey du Cross and Co. as in
their deal, nothing was stated that Alexandre
Darracq and his partner could not manu­
facture bicycle parts !-a small fact that lead
to two Frenchmen making a success of a
business, and Darracq, anyway, living long
enough to call himself a millionaire. A fac­
tory became the order of the day, and onc
was set up at Suresnes for the express pur­
pose of turning out "bits and pieces" that
when put together would resemble a bicycle.
While in collaboration with Aucoc, Darracq
turned to making and experimenting with
the newly-discovered power of internal com­
bustion, building motor bicycles and quadri­
cycles. In 1895 he exhibited a light car at
the Paris Salon and later experimented with
an electric carriage which even Darracq had
finally to admit, was a "washout"!

In 1899, Darracq purchased the Bollee
patents and ventured some distance down
that technically and financially "blind alley"
before, realising his mistake and armed with
his hard-won experience, he returned to the
path of more conventional design.

Plans were soon laid for production of a
varied range of models, but financially things
weren't what they might have been in France,
so Darracq approached London for finance
and eventually set up A. Darracq and Co. in
the City which helped to build his "empire."
From this British establishment "Genevieve'
was sold for the first time in 1904.

The year 1901 had seen Henri Farman
win the Pau Race in a modified Voiturette
at the thundering average speed of 39 m.p.h.
The success of such early races helped Dar­
racq production enormously and at the end
of 1902, the company books showed consid­
erable profit. For the 1903 racing season,
Darracq had increased his engines to 7Y2
litres in order to meet offering competition,
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and from here the pace was set for fu rth er
success.

By 1904 the technical forms of the motor
ca r were alreadv established in fairl v well
defined paths a~d the slight depression of
1903 was over- business, especially th e
motor business was bu oyant when Darracq
anno unced two new models added to his
range. Surely he had no idea that when
the fabulous " Flying Fift een," a 3-litre,
4-cylinder 15 h. p. mod el was sho wn to the
public for the first tim e it would be an instant
success, and no doubt D arr acq himself would
have judged th e poor person insan e wh o
dar ed to prophesy that his othe r anno unce ­
ment of th e tim e, an insign ificant ( in com­
parison to the "Flying Fifteen" ) 2-cylinder
J2 h.p. model, would bring fame and for­
tune to the Da rr acq na me man y years after
his motoring empire was no longer and him­
self well and trulv buried! Such was th e
fat e of the 2-cvl i~der model wh ich was a
determined attempt to provid e motorin g
pleasure to ":NI I' Average."

In M arch , 1904, " Genevieve" was shipped
to the Darracq M otors in Oxford Stree t,
London , and from these premises th e wh eels
of fame began to roll. Fo r th irty odd years
" Genev ieve" was looked after and driven by
her first owner. Time marched on, cars
changed and even tually th e Darrac q's owner
sa.w fit to do without his ea rly model. He
tried to sell it but couldn' t. Peop le didn't
want it-it was an old car and the fascina­
tion wasn 't there! Not even a $ 10 trad e-in
could be raised, so she was simply du mped
bene ath a hedge and left. In 1948 a veteran
ca r enthusiast read an adve rtiseme nt, " Re­
mains of a 1904 D ar racq-in pieces, a t
Bishops Stortford ." The pu rchase was mad e
- for $8-the buyer was Mr No rman R eeves.
Almos t immediat ely Mr Reeves set abo ut the
job of restoring h~ heap of newly acquired
junk. In anticipa tion, he contac ted the
"Ve tera n Ca r Club of Great Brit ain " to
officially dat e the forlorn vehicle. With
interest, the Club set out to investigate M r
Reeves' request. He had to be sur e, but the
Club found itself un cert ain and after a round
tabl e confere nce it became clear th at while
the ca r was basically an example of the J2
h.p. two-cylinder model as made in 1904.
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this parti cul arl y one was qu estion ably rather
lat er, perh ap s J905 !

Very seldom are rem ains com plete
when discovered by an ar dent enthusi­
ast who has set himself the task of
restori ng a veteran ca r, and Mr Reeves
was onlv one of the many who have
come up 'against this problem. . Although he
was the owne r, in ac tua l fact , he was not the
restorer-M I' Ch arl es Cadby of Uxbridge
had been commissioned to the task. To sta rt
with the radi ator was missing. NII' Reeves
got to work and had one mad e, that of a
1904 mo del. Great Brit ain 's Veteran Ca r
Club got to work also, and point ed out the
fact that, the ped als were of a push for ward
type as used in 1905. T he owner came to
light with replace me nts, pian o type, th e righ t
ones, obta ined from another chass is.

R estorati on was well under way. T he
gua rdian an gels lean ed forward al;d so th e
ca r was dated 1904. T he bod v was rccon­
diti oned, new wh eels and new ' tyres help ed
complete restorati on , but completion was not
yet in sigh t, not by a long cha lk ! The sea ts
were reupholstered in red and this set the
tempo for the colour scheme, and eventu­
ally Charl es Cadby saw fit to paint his pri ze
black and red , thus sett ing th e colours whi ch
"Gcnevieve" still wear s tod ay.

T he final stages were reached and the brass
work was given attention . Fin ally the ca r
was like new , and in 1949 th e handle was
swung for the first time. A jump, a shudder
and a cough, and 1904 was once more in
motion! The look on the faces of those who
stood by and watched, recalling a heap of
rubbish in Bishops Storfo rd, would I am
sure , have supplied informati on for a book in
itself.

U ntil the Darracq left Britain for Ne ",'
Zealand in 1959 , Norman Reeves drove it
and Cha rles Ca dby main ta ined it and "Gene­
vicve" looked a picture in the U xbridgc
sho wroom wh ere she was stabled with an
1899 Benz, veteran of severa l "Brighte ns."
There was also another Benz, a two-cylind er
7 h.p . Germa n Durkopp, and, finally, the
"Menace"- a green 1903 De Dion Bouton
whi ch was there too, the five of them.

In 1950 "Genevieve" set off on her first
Co ntinenta l trip , to Le Touq uet in Fra nce .
Co mpetition had begun. H aving been



•

craned into the ferry at Dover, and with a
good safe night crossing, Mr Reeves found
no difficult y in driving his veteran the 40
miles from Calais to Le T oquet in one and a
half hours. One of th e highlights of the fol­
lowin g year was a trip to Paris when " Gene­
vievc" had her picture on the front page of
" Le M at in .' Smoothness was by no mean s
the order of the da y and the pave roads
played hav oc with Mr Reeves' Darracq and
on the run ba ck to Dunkirk an oil lamp was
lost on those bumpy roads ! Needless to say
th at both dr iver and car were more th an
pleased to have th e Dover Road beneath
them once more on their home soil. There
was man y an excursion, some more memor­
able than others, in those early days, and one
of th e most ambitious ventures undertaken
was a run to Lieg e when 500 miles were
covered in just one weekend. A commend­
able effort to be sure.

The turn of the tide came in 1952-for
Norman Reeves, the V .C.C. of Gr eat Britain­
and a lso indeed for the British film industry.
The late Mr Henry Cornelius pronounced his
int enti on to pr odu ce a movie depictin g in a
fictitious form, the renown ed " Lo ndon to
Bright on" run for veteran cars. He was a
perfectionist, detail in everything had to be
precise. On this occasion he knew what he
wanted. H e had his sto ry and his stars- he
was still to get the "crea m" of his sto ry­
" C cncvievc." The v .e.c. was horrifi ed at
the thought of such a film. H owever as far
as ~II I' Co rnclius was conce rned, they could
hav e little choice, for the fuse had been lit
and selections for two veterans were well
und er way. A Wolseley or a Humber would
pla y " Genevieve" thought th e producer.
Quiet tut-tutting increased as tim e went by
and eventually Mr Norman Reeves came to
light with his' 1904 bla ck and red Darracq.
Angles, sets and shots were discussed in the
Uxbridge showroom. Finally Charles Cadby
prepared his " charge" for the driv e to Pin e­
wood film studios at Iver in Buckingham­
shire. In September 1952 filming began and
continued th roughout some of the coldest
weather imaginable until Christmas of the
same yea r. Mr Cadby looked after " Gene­
vievc" all th e while.

The Darracq and her rival th e Dutch Spy­
kcr ran faultlessly th roughout their film ca r-

eer, Members of th e V. C.C. supplied their
own ca rs for locati on work in Hyde Park
and in Bright on . NII' Corn elius believed that
the 35 cars assembled for filming didn 't do
justice to the real Brighton rally so for good
measure, he tossed in sho ts of the real 1952
run . This helped immensely.

Surely but slowly the coldness that no onc
but the cast endure d during production gave
way to spring, and on M ay 27th at the Lei­
cester Sq uare Theatre, the premiere of
" Genevieve" was held. All round the world
the film was a top box office hit. The seem­
ing frustration and the " Have we done the
right thin g" feeling had so obviously been
worthwhile. Som e fourteen veal's lat er when
reminiscing about the days during the film­
ing of "Cenevieve," an actre ss who played a
leading role in the movie told me, "A case
of pani c was my lot each morning, by night­
time a wreck, still, we all managed to sur­
vive! Besides this, the weather was perish­
ing cold, and we were given brandy in the
early morning to keep away the 'blue' look
before shooting got und er way."

"The pleasures of laughter. I listened to
th ose waves of gaiety that swept over the
room, and when the show was finished , I
saw its freshn ess reflected in the faces of th e
audience." So wrote the film critic of " Le
Figa ro" when " Genevieve" opened a t the
Paris Cinema in the Cha mps Elysees-s- late r
to smash all house records. Many more re­
cords were broken; in Brussels and Amster­
dam. An all time record at the Sutton
Cinema in New York ; " Gc nevieve" was
Brit ain 's represent ation at Brazil's Sao Paul o
Film Festival and, in Melbourne, at the
Odeon Theatre, the roof nearly came in,
while house records were sha tte red ! H ow­
ever, while the film was winning th e hearts
of millions, what had become of th e "sta r" ­
"Genevievc." Fame and fortune were now
its companion. It was now "the" veteran
ea r of the world. Norman Reeves owned a
piece of "folk lore."

As the days went by, life at th e Uxbridge
garage becam e more and more hectic-the
" O ld Girl " was asked to attend fetes, open­
ings of this and that , etc., etc. There were
more Rallies, too. In August 1954 saw
" Genev ieve" in Holland, generous art icles on
her were published in the Alkaanschc Co ur-
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( Photo: G ill tra p's A uto .\{use ll,m )

The late Mr George Gilltrap has his first drive of " Ge nevieve" as he tak es the famous car out of the packing
crate on her arrival in Rotorua in 1958.

an t and Amsterdam's D agboek. November
- the Brighton; January in Luxembourg;
March in Manchester . Of course, there' s
the amusing incident in 1955 when "Gene­
vieve" was too "fat " to enter Selsdon Park
H otel , Sanderstead , to help celebra te the 21st
birthday of the K entish Border M otor Club,
and h ad to sit sorrowfullv at the door instead
of going inside bearing ' the club's birthday
cake !

In the da ys following her fabuluous film
success, " Ge nevieve" was always the subject
of mu ch attenti on. Norman Reeves and his
wife were asked to take th eir fam ous car to
rallies all over Europe. They atte nded gar­
den parties and when they visited a strange
town, the local mayor and all the works
turned out. Like many things, fame can be­
come a bugbear, and Mr R eeves was becom ­
ing tired of being ca lled "Mr Gen evieve."
PAGE TWELVE

In 1957 the late Mr George Gilltrap had
decided to make a trip overseas to study ex­
istin g auto mu seums with a view to setting
one up himself in the Sta tes or in Australia .
Accompani ed by h is wife, George Gilltrap
set sa il for America in the winter of 1957 to
spend three months. From there they went
on to Euro pe, timing it so to be in E ngland
for the London to Brighton of th at yea r. Mrs
Gilltrap recalled recentl y that the part she
remembers most about this visit was the rain ,
whi ch in tru e English fashion , dominated the
day. She and her husband took to th e road
to Brighton in a 1903 Gladiat or, owned by
the lat e Mr James Allday. Mr Reeves was
driving an 1899 Benz dog cart that particular
year, and lat er in the day th e Re eves and the
Gilltraps met for the first tim e at a cockta il
party given by the then Lord M ayor of
Brighton , Alderma n C . Tryson. Incidentally



or

( Photo: Gilltra /,'s A uto Af useum )

" Ge nevieve" leaving the Mu seum to take part in
the 1965 International Rally in New Zealand. At
the wheel is the late Mr George GilItrap, with

Mrs Gilltrap.

Mr Gilltrap was chosen to reply to the Vet­
eran Ca r Club of Great Britain president 's
toast, to " O ur guests for the din ner." In
early 1958, "Gencvieve" was sent to Austra­
li, on loan for some months, to the late Mr
Rex Turner. In M arch of tha t year, M r
T urner drove the Darr acq in th e Blue M oun­
tains Rally, completing it successfully and
gain ing second place ! T his was abo ut the
only ra lly unde rta ken in Aust ra lia at th is
time, although th e ca r was used in exhibi­
tions an d for advertising purposes. Owing
to her success in Austra lia, No rman Reeves
contac ted the Gilltraps in New Zea land en­
quiring if by any cha nce th ey would like (a )
to have "Genevieve" on loan as NIr Turner
had done, particularly as th e ca r was in this
part of th e world, or (b) purchasing " Gene­
vieve" outright. Like a sho t, Mr Gilltrap
decided on the loan , anyway, for a sta rt . So
"Gcncv ieve" was shipped from Sydney to
Auckland on board the Monowai, th e clat e­
M ay 14th, 1958. The cra te conta ining the
car was delivered to Rotoru a on M ay 20 th,
M r Gilltra p being ab le to dri ve it the same
day. A complete set of instructions for sta rt­
ing, etc., had been sent out by Mr Reeves.

T hro ughout New Zealan d " Cenevievc"
created grea t interest ind eed , and was the
sta r attrac tion a t autora mas staged by Mr
Gilltrap in Rotorua, Masterton , H amilton ,
Aucklan d and T auran ga during her six
months in th e country. These autora mas

were in aid of charity and "Cenevicvc " was
at all times acco mpan ied by ten othe r Gill­
trap cars and a display of modern vehicles.
By this time, Geo rge Gilltrap was planning
in earnest, and a move to Austra lia was afoot
to set up a museum there. On hearing this,
M r Reeves wro te again asking if Mr Gilltra p
would like to purchase "Cenev ieve,' and so
officia lly, on O ctober 1st, 1958, the world 's
most well-known veteran ca r was owned by
a New Zealand er ! Once more she crossed
the Tasma n, this time from T au ranga to
Brisbane with the rest of the Gilltrap collec­
tion. This was J anuary, 1959- a new life
in a new coun try. H er first publ ic showing
was from 18th to 20 th of M arch , 1959, and
" Genev ieve" was th e subjec t of mu ch atten­
tion a t a three-day autora ma stage d in th e
Brisbane City H all. This was in aid of th e
Queensland Bush Child ren's Associati on , and
$2000 Austral ian , was raised .

The fabulous Gilltra p Museum on Aus­
tralia 's Gold Coas t was bu ilt, and eventua lly
opened on September 20th, 1959. It s grea t
success has been genero usly contributed to by
"Cenevievc," its First Lad y.

T ime ticks on and she has taken ma ny im­
port an t visitors on trip s along the Gold
Coast, e.g . Queensland 's Governor of the
time, Sir Henry Abel-Smith, on O ctober 19th
1959. This occas ion received enormous press
coverage as it would be "a fair din kurn" rare
outing that a veteran car would have the
privilege of ca rrying the Royal Sta ndard .
Larry Adler, the fam ous ha rmoni ca pla yer
has ridd en in her to. He met "Genevieve"
for th e first time in Brisbane on O ctober 17th
1961, even though he composed the music
for the film. Beauty qu eens from New Zea­
land and Australia have ridd en in her, and
she's been on TV in both countries.

Prior to the International Rally in New
Zealand in 1965, "Ge nevieve" was given a
complete overha ul, in fact , stripped right
down. In addi tion to th e rally mileage
( 1300 miles ) Mr and Mrs Gilltra p dri ve
their Darracq 600 miles to Sydney to ship
her over to ew Zealand , and after the rally,
from Sydney back to her Gold Coast hom e.

This was a tough assignmen t, tougher
than any film role, a rea l test of ab ility on
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the part of car and driver. Christchurch­
the Garden City of the Plains was the venu e.
Cars from all corne rs of the ea rth ga thered
here for the great event. Blood and thunder
amongst the veteran s! There were Clement ­
Talbo ts and Siza ire-Naudins, Unics and
Aldays O nions, Rolls-R oyces and Sta nley
Stea mers, yes, all the odd names were there,
and of course, "Ccnevieve" and num erous
othe rs.

At 5.30 on the morning of M arch 6 (Sat­
urd ay ) 1965, competi tors ga the red in the
Christchurch Sh owgrounds. T here were ca rs
for miles and people in their thousands. A
friend and I were up ea rly and over we went
to wa tch proceedi ngs. All of a sudden it
was dayligh t and 7 a.m. and we began a
slow walk in the dir ection of a large crowd
conce ntrated to our left. The subject of all
the attent ion was not yet visible, so we hast-

ened to find out. At long last "Genev ievc
had a rrived

On M arch 6th they sta rted, 290 vehicles
in all and 1300 miles to cove r. La te r a vic­
torious scene in Chr istchurch aga in, and a
most fabulous auto sho w one could wish for
with " Genevieve" drawing a multitude of
peopl e, and you know, she got a place in the
ra lly, too. Yes, in the class winners, sma ll
veterans' section-second .

W ell, it all had to end somewhere and
some time. It wasn 't long before th e G ill­
tr aps and "Genevieve" set off for hom e in
Australia, driving their veteran on the return
trip the same way as th ey had come . It is
interestin g to note th at the incident that
sta nds out most in the mind of Mrs Gilltra p
is tha t of her lat e husband putting out a fire
in th e car a t T ura ng i in the No rth Island, on

5 6M B 3C 13EH and 13H 16 -HB X 16 -H BS BC
1 ton 1 to n I } ton 1 ton 1 ton 1 ton

Scissor Jac k Han d J ack Hydraulic Hyd raul ic Hydraul ic M echan ical
(Un ive rsa l) (Un ive rsa l) (Unive rsa l) (Bumpe r J ac k) (Side Jack) (Side lift ing )

$6.56 $4.69 $9.34 $14.03 $14.03 $8.05

just get caught without a jack once and you'll be in like a shot to buy one. But

why wait until then? HIKE Hydraulic Jacks are tough, Swedish steel-just throw them in the

vintage or modern and they'll take year after year of hammering and be ready to go into

action-instantly.

A VAILABLE FROM A LL GA RAG ES. SERV ICE STATIONS AND MOTOR ACCESSORY SHOPS
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( Photo : Gill /rail's Aut o l\luuum)

" In the beginning"- "Genevieve" stripped for th e
tr eatment prior to the Haasl.

the way south to compete in th e rallv. A
rag had been left on th e eng ine wh en it was
being cleaned . The fire sta rted and the
flames leapt two feet high until road-side
cla y put out th e fire. Mrs Gilltrap sta ted,
" I t was th e fright of m y life."

But now , three yea rs after a ll thi s hap­
pened , fifteen years afte r the film was
mad e, and six ty-four yea rs aft er " Ge ne­
vicve' herself was mad e, you can still sec
her . She's still around . I wonder who will
see her next-what does th e futu re hold ? If
rou a re ever in A ustra lia, in Queensland that
IS, and better still in Coola ngatta, hop in to
the museum, "Gilltra p's Auto M useum ," just
on th e Pacific Highway, and say " Hello."
"Cenevieve" will be there waiting for you .

T o a ll those wh o helped to mak e this a rti­
cle possible-Mrs K. R. Gilltrap (Gillt rap 's
Auto M useum ) , Mr Norman R eeves (No r­
man R eeves' M ot ors, England ) , Miss Dinah
She rielan (lead ing act ress in th e film " Ge ne­
vieve"), M I' D enis Fielel (vetera n ca r histor­
ian ) , Miss Eliza be th Nagie (author and
a utho rity on vet eran ca rs), a nd my mother
wh o took on th e task of sorting out my scr ib­
bled notes in readiness to typ e the finished
a rticle, th ank you all

OBI TUARY
On Friday, February 9t h, th e Club

suffered th e loss of onc of its most loval
an d hard-working members - E. 'A .
" Bill" Ba iley.

Bill first took on th e duties of per­
man ent sec reta rv in 1959 a nd at once
th rew himself i'nt o th e affa irs of the
Club with a who lehearted enthusias m
th at he kept up right th rough to th e
mom ent of go ing into hosp ital only a
few days before he died . H is qu iet , un ­
obtrus ive and smooth administrat ion
has a lways been th e backb on e of th is
C lub's int ernal and external relati on­
ships and mad e him th e friend of a lmos t
everyone wh o came in contac t with
him . His tact and com mand of th at
gentle a rt of lett er-writing has don e
probabl y more th an any othe r agency
to prom ote the unity of purpose and of
outloo k th a t has cha racterised th e C lub
during the fantast ic expansio n of num­
bers and int erests ove r th e rece nt past.

\\'e a rc ind eed fortunat e th at his
wife who has ably assisted him , especi ­
ally recently, wh en his health was giv­
ing him some concern , has been a ble
to can,' on an d ensu re a con t in u itv of
admin i~t ration a nd co ntin ue Bill' s \~ork
in th at trad itio n whi ch he established .

Since Bill was neither an owne r nor
a dri ver of vintage machinery himself
he was spa red th e tendency to th e one­
eyed approach th at , with th e best in­
tent ions in the world, besets a ll of us
from time to time and his dep th of
vision enabled him to see th e a ims of
the Club and to work towards th em ,
without any " blinker" of person a l pre­
judice and enthusiasm . A hard but
full life endo wed him with th at grea t
g ift of being able to ge t on with and
gain the confide nce of th ose in all walks
of life ; a gift th at has im rneas ura blv
st reng the ned our Club and whi ch , with
his passing, has left a gap in the lives
of ea ch of us person ally as well as in
th a t of the Club he served so well.

- A .A.A.
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c. HUNTON (1967) LTD.

55 Kilmore Street Phone 69-786

Specialists in

New Body Work
Chassis Straightening

Painting
Door Lock and

Window Winding
Repairs

Glass Replacements
Renewing Rotten

Woodwork

WE TAKE THE DENT OUT OF ACCIDENT

VIVA BY VAUXHALL
"THE BIG SMALL CAR OF THE YEAR"

VIVA DE LUXE

Overseas Funds Guarantee You Early Delivery
Call or Ring for a Test Drive

THE FARMER'S GARAGE
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ROAD TEST-

TAI<ING A LOOK AT
THE 1913 MAUDSLAY

by M. J. Poynton
A few we eks ago I was fortunate to become re-acquainted with a car

w hich I saw for th e first time in 1950. This was th e 20 h./J. Maudslay
w hich was one of th e first veterans that I had reall y displayed an y great
interest in and being fortunat e in having a fairly good knowledge of th e
background of th e AI audslay Engin eering W orks I was not disap pointed
whe n I discovered th e many advanced m echanical features incorporated
in this particular car.

When at College I had learned that it
was H enry Maudslay the gre at- grandfather
of the found er of the M audslay Motor Com­
pany who had invented the first screw-cutting
lathe which of course was one of the major
turning points in eng ineering for, until the
evolution of the screw-cutting lathe there was
no such thing as machine-cut thread s and
that meant that every nut, bolt and screw
had to be hand made and fitted to its mate.
I ha ve also subsequently learned that it was
Henry Maudslay who mad e the first micro­
met er in 1805 and this was correct to 0.001
of an inch. Maudslay continued on to great
heights in the engineering field and probably
his greatest contribu tion to motor transport
was the invention of the first fully-floating
live rear axl e with the casing forged from a
single billet.

The M audslay Motor Compa ny did not
continue making ca rs for very long after the
Great War and records show that in 1923
they displayed a very advan ced 2-litre 6-cylin­
del' ca r with twin overhead camshafts and
four-wheel brakes, amo ng the host of inter­
esting features incorporat ed in this model.
Unfortunately this ca r does not appear to
ha ve gone into production and it is doubtful
if any survive tod ay. They were, however ,
still manufacturing truck and bus chassis as
lat e as 1951 and I now underst and th at the
Maudslay M otor Company has been absorb­
ed by the Associated Engin eering Company
(A.E.C .) who in turn have amalga mated
with Leyland M otors.

T o retum to the "Maudslay," it was im­
ported into New Zealand by Mr C . J. S.
H ar court of W ellington just pri or to th e
1914-191 8 war. According to the original
correspondence that took place between the
Maudslay Motor Company and Mr Harcourt
it is int eresting to note that Mr Harcourt was
supplied with a brand new 191 3 chass is fitted
with the torpedo ph aeton body whi ch had
been recently removed from the managing
director's 1912 car. It appears that the
managing dire ctor had decided to fit a limou­
sine bod y to his car and the phaeton body
was then available to any int erested party.
This meant that Mr Harcourt was able to
have the choice of paying something like
$1100 for a ch assis with a new body or $800
for the new chassis fitted with the surplus
phaeton bod y. Mr Harcourt naturally de­
eided on the la tter. As it turned out the
bod y had to ha ve a certa in amount of altera­
tion as it was discovered during the course of
fitting that the managing di rector's ca r had
a longer wheel base thus necessitating some
completely new body panels being made, so
th e end result must have been very near to
ha ving a new bod y an yway.

Mr H ar court presumably ra n the Mauds­
lay as his primary transport until 1925 when
he imported into New Zealand a 14/40 Sun­
beam Roadstcr (now owned by Frank
Unsworth ) and then a 16 h.p . Sunbeam
Saloon in 1930. It is understood that one
of Mr H arcourt 's sons did use the M audslay
during the 1930s but the car must have stood
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un used from 1~)39 to 1950 until purch ased
by S. W. (Dick) M oult of Par apa raumu.

The ca r rem ained in D ick Moult's hands
for abo ut five veal's when it was sold to lvI I'S
J oan Ston e or' Waikan ae wh o did start th e
long and ted ious task of remov ing all the
paint work down to th e bare metal by hand
( unfortunately during Dick Moult' s owne r­
sh ip th e ca r was not garaged and th e paint
work and uph olstery suffered accordingly).

Earl y in 1958 J oa n decided to sell the car
and it even tua lly passed int o Len South­
ward 's hands who ac quired it for Roy. The
ca r was st ripped down and comp letely re­
stored a nd was ju st ready in tim e to take
part in th e H aast R ally in 1965 .

I reme mber th at on my first meeting with
the car in 1950 being very impressed with
firstly its orig inal cond ition and second ly its
very adva nced mec hanical features. This
might be as goo d a time as any to give you a
run down on th e genera l spec ificat ions.

Engin e : 4 C ylinde rs 90mm . - Bor e
130mm . - Stroke 20.2 h.p.
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From th ese ra the r usu al basic dim ensions
has stem med an eng ine of which probably
th e most rem ark able part is th e valve gear.
'Vc have the usual arra nge me nt of two va lves
per cylinder opera ted by a single ove rhea d
camsha ft driven by a ver tical shaft whi ch is
p rovid ed wi th a universa l ba ll joint. From
here on some wond erful engi nee ring adva nces
have been ma de even by today 's sta nda rds
for not only are the inspection covers of the
valve gea r hin ged but also th e entire lay­
shaft ca n be tilted back exposing th e valves.
T hen the valves ca n be rem oved still in their
own boxes and regro un d or replaced without
d isturbing th e rest of th e eng ine. The second
remarkabl e fea ture wh ich the eng ine possesses
is th at th e cra nkcase has been design ed to
incorporate four large inspec tion ports on
eac h side thus allowing a piston and connec t­
ing rod to be withdrawn from th e eng ine
without th e cylinder block or sump havin g
to be removed . In keep ing with th ese afore­
mentioned features th e rest of th e eng ine is
simila rly endo wed with workmanship whi ch



just ca nnot be faulted and it is only when
onc comes to conside r the eng ineering back­
gro und of the Ma udslay group that one rea­
lises how a nd wh y th ey were able to produce
an engine of thi s calibre as far ba ck as 1913.

Gearbox: Four forward speeds and one
reverse righ t hand ga te change opera ted by
a cone clutch .

Chassis: Wheel base 10ft 6in . Track
4ft 8in. Springs- front half- elliptic, rear
three-quarter ellip tic. Rear axle-straight
cut bevel drive.

Body: Five- seat er T orpedo Phaeton with
all-weather equipment.

I had the opportunity of taking the M auds­
lay for a drive recently and I was ab le to get
a really good idea of how mu ch work and
money had gone back into the ca r during its
restorati on . The engin e sta rted faultlessly
on the coil and was switched over to magneto
a few second later. Sitt ing behind the wheel
one's first impression is how much of the

countryside ca n be seen from behind the
wheel of a large Edwardian touring car and
a lso one soon becomes aware that the cockpit
layout in cars of this period was strictly for
comfort and practicability. Everything comes
within easy reach and with the engin e lazily
tickin g over, low gea r ca n be engaged and
the car moves off very smoothly, cone clu tch
excepted. Going up th rough the gears quietly
it is soon a pparen t th at the M audslay is essen­
tially a top-gear ca r and although thi rd gea r
is relatively high the long stroke motor with
its heavy flywheel together with a sensible
top-gear ratio and reason abl y light bod y give
the ca r a most pleasan t degree of flexibility .
O n the open roa d the ca r proceeds to settle
down nicely at a round 35 miles per hour
a nd Ray did mention that he has on at least
one occasion put 40 miles into the hou r.
Typica l of its period the M audslay possesses
light and exceptiona lly positive steering whi ch
tends to grow on you more as eac h successive

( Ph oto: M ic/lae! PhotograJ,h)')

Maudslay Engine showing the whol e camshaft tunnel hing ed to one side exposing the valve stems and
springs.
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mile is covered . The gear-box and differen­
tial are both in first-class condition and the
straight-cut crownwheel and pinion are very
quiet inde ed on the overdrive. The body
design is such that the high slab-sided body
panels give the driver and passengers a good
degree of protection and although on our
test day the conditions were very windy the
body and leather upholstery give plenty of
protection.

In summing up my impressions of this car
on the road I would say that the car's general
performance and road holding capabilities
bring it nearer into the vintage class than
veteran and it is a fortunate thing for the
vintage movement in New Zealand that we
are able to have a car of this particular cali­
bre in first-class condition capable of attend­
ing our various activities for a long time to
come.

THAT VINTAGE CHAP
B)' C. J.

Have you come across him?
The one that says, "I like to have it per­

fect"-showing you a paint job that looks
like tar!

The one that spends $1000 on a restora­
tion, doesn't quite finish it, and ends selling
it for $100.

The one who spends $100 on it and won­
ders why he can' t get $1000.

The chap with a '29 Erskine who thinks
vintages are worth a mint.

The man with a rotting 1902 Floozlebong
who says, "I'll restore it one day." Of course
he never does.

Then there are the commercial wreckers
- anyone for a smashed block-but good
c'shaft only $20! You walk away in disgust.

Have you met the "hoarder" who buys the
pick of the goodies for practically nothing­
how exasperating i-and won 't part with.

The vintagent is surrounded by many in­
teresting people including those who write
instead of getting on with it! (Sounds like
me. )

Tell me-who have you met?

PAGE TWENTY

GENERAL NOTES

RULES COMMITTEE NOTE
To a id those se ll ing out upon th e restorati on of

vehi cles, espec ia lly with a n eye on speed eve n ts,
the Rules Committee have give n co nside ra tion to
laying down some gene ra l guide lin es as to eligi­
bility of vehi cles.

The nati onal C h ief Scrutineer will he working
closcly in conjunc tion with the Co m m ittee in thi s
matter and th e aim of th ese ge nera l guiding
princi pi es is to
( 1) Prevent cars of any kind bein g " restored"

sol ely with performan ce in mind . This club
does not wish to become a n umbrella und er
which a form of "poor man's motor ra cing"
can be indulged in.

(2 ) To prevent goo d exa m ples of any class of
machinery from bein g tuned beyond th eir
limits to th e detriment o f reliabilit y and to
ensu re th at th ev con tinue to survive . Also to

prevent th e building of " Spec ia ls" o f a ny kind .
The following a rc relevant exce rp ts from th e

minutes of th e meeting held on February 5th.
" A vehicle shall be as far as possibl e as p ro­

du ced by th e manufacturer a t d at e asc ribed to the
vehicle and only th e following modification s co u ld
be ac ceptable.
BODYWORK AND FITTINGS

Where original bodywork exists it sho uld be re­
stored faithfull y; if ori ginal bod ywork does not
exi st or been radicall y cha nge d then peri od replica
body su ita ble to the chassis may be co nstruc ted,
bu t the owner mu st sa t isfy th e Club R egistrar a nd
through him th e Chief Scrutineer tha t his chosen
body work is in fact a co ntem po ra ry repli ca wi th
su itable do cumentary evid ence.
CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR

Must be of ori ginal typ e and form as fitt ed to
particular make; a ny variation may only be o f a
type that in fact was used in th e appropriat e peri od .
Any shortening of a long wh eelbase chass is ca n
only be done where a sho rt er alt ernative was offered
by the maker.
BRAKES

Alterations may be mad e as lon g as m keeping
withvehicle,
TYRES AND WHEELS

The cross sec tion mu st not exceed th e maximum
sizc as ori ginally specified by m anufa cturer or
offered as optional ex tras.

ENGINE
Original typ e as fitt ed to chass is. With exce p­

tion of, lighter pi ston s, lighter flywh eels may be
used, improvements to oiling syste ms a nd water
pumps. All engine auxiliari es a nd tuning shall be
only in ac cordance with specifica t ions avail abl e in
period of its cons truction .

Not e: H owever if it ha s been necessary to modify
a vehicle solely for th e purpose of maintaining such
vehicle in running orde r th en in th e ab solute di s­
creti on of th e com m ittee suc h modification or
mod ificati ons may be accepted ."



pRIOR to 1915 the Sou th Island public
knew of the thrill s of grass track racing only

by hearsay, except for a few who had been
present at No rthe rn race meetin gs. In fact ,
report s of riders lapping the unbanked , grass-,
surface d horse-racing tracks at better th an
mile-a-minute speeds were regarded with
scepticism by man y Southe rne rs. It remained
for the enterprising South Ca nterbury M otor­
cycle Club to introduce th e sport to the South
- a fact for which this live-wire organisation
(which is sti\l goin g strong ) has not always
received credit. \Vashdyke Racecourse, a
few miles north of Timaru, was the venu e,
and June 10, 1915, was the date. M an y
well-kn own South Canterbury nam es appea r
in the list of officials who worked hard to
make th e da y a success, including C. Brehaut,
A. E. Dendy and R. A. Rogers. Alth ough
the modest entry list was comprised mainl y
of South Canterbury riders, two prominent
Christchurch riders, Alan Woodrnan (Doug­
las ) and Ernie Hinds ( Indian ) made the trip
to Washdyke and added interest to the pro­
ceedings. Alan rode his T .T. Douglas from
Christchurch on th e day of the races, and
arrived with no time left to restore the fine
edge of his tuning which he had lost as th e
result of a brisk trip, but th is did not stop
the one-legged Christchurch sta r from clear­
ing out from the field in the 350cc scra tch
race. Seven events were run off, and suc­
cessful competitors were Woodman , Baker
(T riumph) , Marshall (A.J. S. ) , Robinson
(R udge ) and Evans (T riumph ) . Ernie
Hinds was scratch man in th e handicap
events and found that the sta rts he was asked

to concede were too grea t for him to figure
in the placings.

Encouraged by the success of it') pion eering
effort, the club 's next meeting on December
16th of the same year was a mu ch more am­
bitious affair with a programme of eleven
events. U nfortunately the day was showery
and attendance suffered as a result , but some
good racing was witn essed. Alan Woodma n
acco unted for the mile tim e trial for 350cc
ma chines and took second place in the 350cc
scra tch race. In winning the 500cc tim e
trial , Alan Moreland (T riumph ) record ed
65 seconds-fastest lap time of the day.
Dendy (B.S.A. ) won the 500cc scratch event
and also the big race of the day, a lU-lap
open handicap , and collected a couple of sec­
ond places as well. A New Hudson ridden
by L. Edyvean took first in the 10-lap up-to­
350 cc handicap from the 100sec. mark. Mar­
shall (T riumph ) won his heat and the final
of a 5-lap open handicap, P. A. Foden un­
corked a burst of speed from his Douglas
which enabled him to head Alan Woodman
off in the 350cc scratch race, and the Beck
sisters earned a round of applause from the
spectators for sett ing a ve'1' respectable pace
indeed to take first and second in the Ladies'
Race on their Douglases.

However, the Southern public had yet to
see the giants of the sport in action. But this
deficien cy was soon to be remedied , for even
before 1915 had drawn to a close, plans were
maturing for the organising of the greatest
carn ival of speed ever witnessed by the nor­
mally staid and conservative Christchurch
public. The war had been in progress for
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more than a year , and most sports bodies
were organising events the proceeds from
which went to swell the Red Cross and other
patriotic funds . The motorcycle movement
was not laggin g in fund-raising efforts, and
th e Pioneer M otor Club of C hristchurch, an
up-and-coming motorcycling orga nisation
whi ch had been founded but two years pre­
viously, decided to introduce big-time grass
track racing to the South and as a result ( it
was hoped ) hand the local patriotic funds a
sizeable cheque from th e proceeds. The pro-'
ject succeeded beyond th e most optimistic
expec ta tions. The fact th at the meet ing was
being promoted for such a worthy ca use en­
sured solid ba cking from influential people
of the Citv of th e Plain s. T o add tone to
the pro ceedings, th e th en Governor-General,
Lord Liverpoo l, was roped in as patron, and
the list of vice-presidents read like a Who's­
Wh o of the elite of Christchurc h in mot oring
and professional circles. Business firms con­
tributed gene rously to the pri ze list, and the
event was given wide publicity in the news­
papers. The stage seemed set for th e most
exciting day's sport whi ch Chr istchurc h had
witn essed for man y a da y, but a hitch arose
whi ch threat ened to bring th e whole ambiti­
ous project to a grinding halt. I t had been
realised by the promoters th at whil e South­
ern com petitors would no doubt make a cred­
itable sho wing, even though lacking
experience on the mile g rass courses, the big
attract ion for the public would be the North ­
ern speed stars, who had intimat ed that they
would be supporting the meetin g in force and
who had been publicised by the speed carn i­
val orga nisers as definitely appea ring . " You've
heard of them do ing 70 miles an hour ," ra n
one front-page newspaper adv ert iseme nt,
"but wa it until you see Coleman (Big X ),
Crawley (Big X ), Dawber ( Indian) , Mack­
ersey (B.S.A. ) , Jones ( Rudge) and a host of
other star North Island rid ers battling for
supremacy at Plumpton at the big speed car­
niva l on February 19. No th ing like this has
ever been seen before! " H owever , a small
cloud on the hor izon, arising from a proposal
that winning competitors sho uld acce pt certi­
ficat es in place of cash, assumed threat ening
prop ortions when the No rthern entran ts
intima ted that they would not compete at
Christchurc h in such case- and who would
r....cs T WENTY-T WO

have blamed them ? As "Wheeling," the
Wellington motorcycling journal , sta ted after
the argument had been satisfac torily sett led,
" If onlv certifica tes had been offered, not one
North 'Islander would have mad e the trip ,
and the handsom e ga te wou ld have been
changed to a very paltry affa ir indeed. Cer­
tificat es will not pay for hotel expenses, tyres,
fuel, oil, repairs and all the incidentals which
sur round track racing. There is no profit in
racing." And after seeing the boys in ac tion
on th at mem orable debut of Christchurch
grass track racing, we were fully in accord
with their desire to ga rne r gold instead of
glor y and cash instead of certificates.

H owever, well before the big day dawned ,
this and one or two other bones of conten­
tion had been amicablv settled bv the ener­
geti c and forthrigh t Pio neer :~iotor Club
secreta ry, Phi I Harrna n, as the result of a
tr ip north which he took at sho rt not ice to
confer with the northerners, and after the
ag reement en tries arrived thi ck and fast, and
the stage seemed set for a red-lett er day in
the annals of Southern motorcycle spo rt.
There had been some p roblems as to the
matter of a suita ble course, but negoti ations
with the Ca nterbury Park Trotting Club re­
sulted in the Club agreeing to the use of its
fine one-mile track, Plumpton Pa rk, a t Sock­
burn. U ntil this splendid course with all its
gra ndsta nds and amenities vani shed under
the relentless expa nsion programme of the
adjacent Wigram R.N.Z.A.F. sta tion in the
I920s, Plumpton Park was the scene of sev­
eral more motorcycle speed ca rn ivals, all of
which att rac ted record crowds- in fact , on
one occas ion the attenda nce record for a trot­
ting meet ing was handsomely exceeded by
the devotees of the moto rcycle spo rt. W e
will descr ibe subsequent Plumpton speed ca r­
nivals la ter in the course of this article.

Competitors had been allocated two even­
ings for practice on the tra ck in the week
prior to the event and they turned out in
largc numbers, to say nothing of swa rms of
spec tators who lined the ra ils and wat ched
gogg le-eyed as the riders " found the groove"
after a fcw lap s and started to really turn it
on. The northern crs were the only entrants
to bett er GO-sec. lap tim es, Colernan turning
one in 55sec. on his big-valve ExccIsior, with
Ray Cra wley ( Excclsior ) and Jim D awbcr

-
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THE SOUT H'S FIRST BIG SPEE D CARN IVA L, SOCKBURN, FEBRUA RY 19, 1916.

1. Roy Crawley, N.Z. Heavyweight Champi on. 2. Ladi es' Bracelet winner Miss F. M. Beck. 3 and 4.
Crawl ey in action. 5 Start of the Ladies' Bracelet. 6. Th e Northern contingent. Centre, handi capp ers

G lIS T orstonson and W. H. Benson ,
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( Indian ) very little slower. The Chr ist­
church "white hope," the onc -legged Alan
Woodrn an , who was the only sout herne r
likely to match the visitors in skill and dar­
ing, put in some excellent lapper y on one of
the fam ous B.R .S. model No rtons until pis­
ton trouble bro ught him to a halt. No spare
piston was available and Alan subsequently
appea red on a T riumph.

T he turnstiles at the Cante rbury Park
gates sta rted clicking merril y ea rly on th e
morning of February 19th. All roa ds seemed
to lead to the scene of the well-publicised
event, and one body wh ich must have cashed
in handsomel y was the Christchurch Tram ­
way Board. We recall seeing literally dozens
of special tr ams, all Sockbur n-bound and
jammed with passengers, while cyclists,
motorcyclists, ca r driv ers with loads of pas­
sengers, and even th e humble pedestrian, all
swelled the th rongs making for Ca nterbury
Park and long before the first race was due
to start at midd ay the grandsta nds and en­
closures were crowded and the rails down the
length of th e front st raight were lined with
spec tators fou r or five deep , wat chin g spell­
bound as competitors made last-minute laps
for adjustments. Wh en thin gs really started
in earnest the crowd rea lly got its money's
worth. Every race- even the consolation
event at th e end of the day-was thrillingly
contested, and man y times the crowd in the
grandstands rose to its feet as one man at
some part icularly exciting tussle. Space pre ­
cludes us giving detailed results. T hree cham­
pionship events were includ ed in the pro­
gramme-the 1000cc or " heavy weight," as
it was called in those days, the " middle­
weight" for machines up to 600cc, an d the
"lightweight" for 350cc and und er, this lat­
ter event being run first. Wellington 's H ar ry
Edmonds on an o.h .v. V- twin Royal Ruby­
J.A.P. man aged to stave off a howling bunch
of competitors in th is event (a 10-miler, by
the way) , being pressed from sta rt to finish
by five screa ming Douglases. By the way, wc
have never heard a D .K .W . racing two­
stroke, reputed to be the noisiest racing mach­
ine of modern tim es, in action, but we'd be
willing to bet th at the side -valve Dougs of
fifty years ago would be worthy competitors
in the Decibel Stakes. Sta n Osgood from
Dannevirke, a renown ed Douglas exponent,
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rode a T .T. model with a part icularly ea r­
splitting note- legend ave rs that it could be
heard at Ashburton, fiftv miles further south.
However, as Mark T wa'in once rem arked on
rea ding a newspap er report of his demise,
this seems somewha t exaggerated. Be th at
as it may, the sound of a flock of side-va lve,
short-exhaust-piped Dougs in full song beat
any othe r racket we've ever heard.

More th an a dozen starters lined up for the
10-mile 600cc event and th ere were scenes
of wild enthusiasm when th~ amaz ing Christ­
church ride r, one-legged Alan Woodrnan, on
his Triumph, crossed th e line in first place
af ter some ferocious duelling with the Palm­
erston North Rudge exponent, Rube Jones,
and Mackersey from Hastin gs riding a B.S.A .
No one who ever saw Woodman in action
on the grass will ever forget his ph enomenal
ridin g. T he loss of his right leg seemed not
to handicap him in the least, and his dash­
ing style coupled with his tu ning ability made
him both a crowd-pleaser and a formidable
opponent for the best of th e No rtherne rs. At
all subsequent Canterbury Park meetings
Woodman never failed to play a sta r part,
and we will deal with his later exploits in
due course .

T he 1000cc or " heavyweight" event, ex­
pected to be the " piece de resistan ce" of the
day, brought an entry of eight, but the real
competiti on was confined to three riders-c-P.
Colernan, the tit le-holder, on onc of the
recently-int roduced and very fast big-val ve
Excelsiors (the exha ust valves on th ese special
short- coupled racing jobs were no less than
2~ inches in diam eter ) , Roy Crawley from
Carterton on another but older Excelsior , and
Palmerston No rth's Jim Dawber on a new
Indian eight-va lve. Dawber, recognised as a
top-notcher on lightweight machin es, Doug­
lases in particular, had only recentl y mad e his
debut on a big machine. T he race didn 't
produce quite the anticipa ted fireworks, du e
to Colema n's machin e being a little down on
speed, though his efforts to head off Crawley
brought the crowd to its feet on one or two
occasions. Colema n actua lly drew level with
Crawley halfway th rough the 15-mil e race
but was un abl e to hold him and was eventu­
ally passed by Jim Dawber , who was makin g
an exceedingly creditable showing on th e
mettlesome Indian eight-valve, and th e fin-

-
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ishin g order was C rawl ey, Dawber and
Coleman.

Seve ra l han dicap events were also on the
program me an d without except ion pro vided
fine rac ing and close finishes, a tribute to the
work of the handicappers, Gus Torstonson
and W. H . Benson. One event whi ch really
captured the public's fan cy was the Ladies'
Bracelet H andicap of four miles, whi ch
brou ght out a n all-Do uglas line-up with the
exception of a solita ry Baby T riumph two­
stroke. T his race was won bv Miss F . M.
Beck of T imaru from the scratch mark at a
pace wh ich non e of th e day 's male competi­
tors would ha ve any reason to be ashamed
of. At the end of the day, after the dust had
finall y settled and the thrill-surfeited specta­
tors had begun to wend their way hom eward,
the qu estion on most lips was, " How soon
are they having anot her one?" Club officials
were jubilant at the success of the day, and
when after everything had been totted up the
club was able to present the M ayor with a
cheque for nearl y $730 for th e Canterbury
Patriotic Fund, the hard-working orga nisers
sat ba ck with th e feeling of a good job well
done. In addition , the reputat ion of the
not-so-long-establi shed Pion eer M otor club,
and of motorcycling in general, was vastly
enhanced with the public and Cit y Fa the rs.

The tremendous success of th e 1916 Christ­
church meeting mad e another such event a
foregon e conclusion. Even before January,
1917, had been to rn off the calenda r, prepar­
ations were in train for an even bigger and
better speed feast on Saturday, Februar y 17.
It was obvious ea rly in the day th at all at­
tendance records seemed likely to be broken ,
and in fact there were nearlv twice the num­
ber of cash custome rs th an had attended the
previous year's record-breaking turnout. Per­
fect weathe r, large fields, exciting rac ing-all
added up to make th e 1917 Sockburn meet­
ing a milestone in the sport. Christchurch
riders ba ttled valiantly with the No rthern
sta rs to th e cheers of the cro wd and a roar
which mu st ha ve been heard miles away went
up wh en Alan W oodman repeat ed his last
year's performan ce by annexi ng the up-to­
600cc championship aft er a th rilling duel
with Jim Dawber. Woodman rod e a 550 cc
B.S.A. tun ed by Fred H aw orth, wh ile Daw-

bel' used a 500cc In dian sing le. T he light.
weight cha mpionship was ano ther thriller.
Rube J ones on a fast 350cc o.h.v. twin
N .U .T. man aged to stave off Jim D awber
and his Douglas, while another Douglas man,
P . Foden from Timaru, kept the South at
least on the map by a well-earned th ird place.
T he da y's big event, the 15-mile heavyweight
championship, looked like bein g a no-h olds­
barred battle between th ose a rch-rivals,
M an gham ( H arley-Davidson ) and Coleman,
back in the Indian camp afte r two seasons
on Ex celsiors, with a poten t-looking eight­
valve with a specially built low fram e. De­
fending cha m pion R oy Crawley with his Big
X held a watching brief, read y to pou nce if
his rival s ra n each other int o th e ground.
Actually the race was somewha t of a pro­
cession, though Colernan 's terrific atte mpts
to head off Mangh am brough t the cro wd to
its feet on several occasions. But Coleman' s
mount suffered from a persistent misfire
whi ch just took the edge off its usual per­
form ance and Mangh am crossed the line first,
with Crawley a cre d ita ble thi rd. ( Incident­
ally, we were presen t a t the post-mortem on
Colcman's machine the next morning, whi ch
revealed a yawning crack betw een the ex-·
hau st valve sea ts of the front cylinder head. )
Ernie Hinds, the Chr istchurch Indian star,
also turned out on a new eight-valve, and
altho ugh he couldn' t seem to get it to ramble
in the championship, it seemed to have
shaken the ailments out of its system by the
tim e Hinds lined up for the eight-mile open
han dicap, whi ch he won aft er a terrifi c duel
with Len M an gham, averag ing 53 seconds
per lap , the fastest average of the meeting.
It seemed a pity that Hind's hadn 't been able
to 'produce th is form in the cha m pionship, as
M an gham's fastest lap in th e big race had
been only 55 1-5 sec. All othe r races on the
programme were hotl y contested, and excite­
ment ran high when in the four-mile Ladies'
Bracelet Miss F . M. Beck ju st failed to re­
peat her previous year's success afte r a terrifi c
effort from the scr at ch mark to ca tch Miss
Effie Hinds, who was off the lim it mark on
her Indian two-stroke. And so ended the
second Christchurc h speed ca rn ival, which
realised a sum for pat riotic purposes grea tly
in excess of even th e previous year's fine
effort. But 1918 was to see every previous
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record broken , whe n th e la rgest crowd in the
history of th e Soe kburn course had Ca nter ­
bury Park fairl y bulging a t th e seams, knock­
ing th e pr evious record atte nda nce for even a

trotting meeting for th e proverbial row of
ashca ns. W e'll tell you all about this and
other big doings on th e "grass ," in both
No rth and South, in next issue.

(7'0 be con tinued )

VINTAGE INVITATION RACE
TERETONGA, JANUARY 27, 1968

T he So uthland Sp ort s Car Club had ar­
ran ged for a competitive even t to take place
a t th is yea r's int ernation al meet which was
to be organ ised by the Vi ntage Car Club.
Afte r mu ch th ought, man y toll ca lls and
much heartburning it was decided to run a
race ' over six laps of th e Teretonga circuit,
this bein g the final even t of th e day. The
race was open to vintage spo rts and racing
ca rs, post-vintage spo rts ca rs and histori c
racin g cars.

T he en tra nts for th is event were: The
1935 monop oso Alta of Gavin Ba in ; the
Ben tley th ree-lit res of Mike H aggitt of D un­
edin, Geoff Owen and Bob Beardslev of
Christch urc h, th e Austin Seve ns of 'R oss
H ayncs and Do n Su cklin g both of C hr ist­
ch urch, th e 12/ 50 Alvis of T revor Timrns
hailing from D unedin, th e two M .G . J. types
one owned by Don Oddie and ably d riven by
Darcy Nicho lson of Timaru a nd th e other
owned by Geoff Owen and piloted by Clivc
Butl er of Christchurch ; the M. G . M agn a L
type driven by Austin H adlc r of Christ
chu rch ; th e M.G. series T.A. driven by Bob
W yber of Dunedin , and last but not least th e
Stan ton Spec ial d riven by W arner M au gher
also of Ch ristchurch .

So me practi ce was held on the Fr ida y
pr eceding raced ay whi ch nearly everyone
took part in. V arious degrees of spee d were
seen, th e Alt a bein g quite impressive until a
deran gem ent insid e the motor emptied the
sump and the ca r mad e funn y noises whi ch
were not able to be rep ai red for th e actua l
race. Retirement number one . Number
two came with th e b roken con rod of th e
O wen M. G . Well, actually it seems th at the
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By D. Warren Jordan

rev coun ter was a t fault , th ere be ing the
wro ng dri ve installed . Clive Butl er imagin ed
he was doing abo ut " five-five" but by th e
amo unt of noise I tho ug ht abo ut "seven-five"
was nearer th e mark and th is mu st have been
correct because it was lapping abo ut four
seconds faster th an the Bentley contingen t !

Raced ay dawn ed wet , very wet. T his
mea nt no pr actice for our cars whic h did not
please anyo ne as only one car a t a time had
been on the circuit the pr evious day . H ow­
ever by the tim e of the race things had d ried
out somewhat an d the cars assembled on th e
grid to be set off on a handicap basis which
some how didn 't come off qu ite as planned .
With Ron H asell keeping an eye on th e sta rt
th e cars were set off. The slower Au stin s
and M.Gs., th en Alvis and Bentleys and fin­
ally the Sta nton. T he St anton was most im­
pressive and recorde d a lap of 67 m .p .h.
whi ch was mu ch faster th an some of th e rac­
ing machine ry wh ich had been circula ting
ea rlier in the day. The Bentleys were lap­
ping consisten tly with M ike H aggitt leading
th e othe rs and Bob W yber with th e J'vIG run­
nin g with th em. Austin H adler was well up
with the Bentley cont inge nt but was passed
before the cheq ue red flag. T he H ayncs'
Austin was well up with the lead ers but Don
Suckling was some distan ce behind in th e
other Austin. The Alvis of T imrns was run­
ning in sixth place, a position it held unt il
the end . Da rcy N icholson had a lonely race
in th e :M.G., th e handicapper th ought it
migh t have been as fast as th e O wcn ?vIG
and took no chances ! Some spirited dri vin g
was seen especia lly some of the Bentley d riv­
ers visitin g th e gravel on the othe r side of th e



elbow bend! No one had anv mechanical
bothers but the news has just been released
that the four leading ca rs actually covered
seven laps. These comprised : M au ger in
th e Sta nton, Haggit t in the 1925 Bentley,
H aynes in the 1930 Austin Seven and Geo ff
Owcn in the 1926 Bentley. Fifth was H ad­
ler in the 1933 M .G., sixth Timrns in the
1930 Alvis, and the other finishers were Bob

Letters to the Editor
Dear M ad am ,- "In the Vintage Spo rts Car C lub
Bulletin th er e has been a grea t controve rsy over the
restora t ion of the E.R .A. ra cing ca r ' Hanuman I l '
once driven by ' Bira ' with gre~1t succ ess, until he
bent it. T he a rgume nt centred aro und wha t is and
wh a: is no t origina l, a word so belo ved an d vet so
igno red by fa n ~t i cs" ,

F irst there can never be suc h a th ing as the
restoring of a rac ing ca r to origina l, sim ply beca use
such a ca r never existed- if th e ca r was ra ced bv
the facto ry, it is essen tia lly an experimenta l veh icle,
a mobile labora to ry, whi ch , by th e tim e it is suc ­
cess ful in com petition, has been subjec ted to man y
mod ificati ons, loosely ca lled develop ment, plu s
cha nges to suit ind ividu al driver s. I f, as some times
happens, a new ra cin g ca r is sold to a pri va te
owner , it is normallv sold as a basic ca r whi ch the
owner modif ies to sl;it him sel f. There ca n never be
any hope of restorin g suc h a ca r to " o rigina l," and
even if th e restor er succ eede d, he would n't like it
in its undevelop ed state .

T h is quest ion of bein g absolutely original, wh ich
purists mak e so m uch of, is a falla cy. I dou bt if
ther e is a com pletely origina l v intage or vet er an
ca r existing, unl ess it has been kep t in a vacuum,
unused since new. N ine ty-nine poi nt nine per cen t
of a ll vin tag e and veterans we see rod a v have been
restored, b~t not exactly as new, fOl: th ey have
had 40 to SO yea rs of " know-how" added to them
- they ca n never be exactly as new, and migh t be
vcrv d read ful if t hcv were.

Per sonall y r sec ;10 obj ect ion to restor ing a ca r,
tha t it is int end ed to use on the road , using presen t­
day me thods, modern materi al s, mach ining tech­
niques, hea t trea tm ent s, et c. After all, [cw of us
would nowad ays con sid er using valv es with cast
iron head s, axlcsha frs of mild stee l, or soft gea rs,
vet such things wer e not infrequ ent in th e ea rly
d avs.

i:: ~ ha nges in specifica tion a t the wh im of the buver
wer e no\ unknown in the days before mass produc­
lion . I can sec little obje cti on to the present-day
restorer modifying or changing some parts, provid­
ing that the cha nge is conte m pora ry. No one ca n
sav wi th cer ta in ty th a t such a nd such " is not
origina l." ,

There is however , one thing that can be cla imed
with absolu te cer ta inty as be ing " no t origi na l" and
tha t is the ovcr- do llicd, ovcr-g la mouriscd , over-

Bcardsley in the Bentley, Bob Wybcr in the
M .G. , the Austin of Su ckling and Darcy
Nicholson on the 1932 M .G.

Some of th e northern competit ors stayed
at the local clubrooms and here·th e stag e was
set for a pleasant weekend. Som e of the more
hardy members ac tua lly ca mped out we he­
lieve! \Ve thank the manv northern members
for the suppor t they gave' to this event.

restor ed vin tage or vet eran one so often sees wiu­
ning Concours. Sti ll, they mu st be grea t fun to
originate.

You rs fa ith fully ,
A R . E. MESSENGER .

Dear M ad am ,-Find enclosed my subscrip t ion to
your splend id magazine wh ich I have so much
enjoyed over th e yea rs.

M r R. Osgood has don e a g rand job in his rem­
iniscen ces of mot oring in M arlborough . I well
remember when 1 was a young boy working for the
R ink T axi s Pa cka rd dri ven by Thorn Kcmp to
loom into m y dad 's ga rage . T horn would leave
Blenh eim a t 8 a .m., dri ve to Kaik ou ra , p ick up
pa ssengers from the C hristchurch ca r an d a rrive
back in Blenh cim about 5.30 p .m . After a cup of
tea acro ss from the ga rage , the passengers would
boa rd ano the r Pa ckard for Nelson- th is ca r d riven
bv Art hu r O ldma u.

' If I was lucky Thorn wou ld let me ta ke hi s ca r
ou t to the petrol pump and fill her up , then return
to the wash stand wh ere I would earn 2/G by wash­
ing all that Ea st Coast du st off.

O f course those Packards were not in the vintage
class (about 1927 model s or d ose to it ) bu t to m y
eyes th ey seemed so hu ge with th ei r grey paint and
red d isc wheels,

Then th e sad day ca me along, Ne wma n Bros.
sta rted using the V8 Ca d ill ic whic h with the na r­
row rad iato rs and wide mu dgu ards stoic a mar ch
on T horn' s Packard .

Bu t my mem ori es of Rink Taxis wh o used \ Vin­
tringham and Co ker's ga rage as their Blenheim
base will be happ y on es.

I d rove down to C hrisrchurch last Fcb rua rv an d
not having been down tha t way since 193G I jus t
could n' t believe the cha nge. No Redwood Pass to
go over, no Lions Back. As I d rove toward s W ard
I could see where the old roa d crossed back and
for th and I reme m be red the night I came back
from K aikoura in my oid dad 's 1931 M orri s Isis
I though t the d rive bet ween W ard a nd Seddon
would never end.

R ou nd bend s, up hill s, back and forth. Thank
God Dad is not a live tod ay to know wh at T thin k
even now of th a t Tsis. A big gutless hearse. You
woul d hit some th ick sh ingle and int o seconcL.gea r
you would have to go. The only good th ing 'about
that Isis was tha t it was comforta ble a nd had the
best lights of any car of about that time.
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\Vell , I cou ld go on a nd on, bu t you hav e mor e
to do , Ed itor, th an read th e ra mblings of a cha p
wh o wa n ts to reli ve his chi ld hoo d . If th ough , by
any chance you kn ow wh er e I cou ld ge t a decent
sid e-on ph oto o f one of R ink Tax is Pa ckards of
round a bo u t 1932 I sup pose th e ti m e woul d be, or
a ny h istory of th e com pany of that period I would
be so p leas ed .

I wish you a ll o f Bead ed Wh eels a happy 196B.
Sincerel y yours,

M ARK Wlf\TRl NGHA M ,

5 Dorki ng R oad , I3rooklyn, W ellingt on .

BRANCH NOTES
WELLINGTON BRANCH NOTES

By Ken Wilkinson

Wc ente red 1968 having had a p retty good yea r
for 1967. O ur two ma in eve n ts, the N ationa l
M o to rcycle R all y of Februa ry and ou r 10th Ann i­
ver sa ry November R all y wer e very succ essfu l. Also
our atten d an ces a t cl ub nig hts were good , our aver-

age a ttend a nce was aro und th e 7U ma rk, ra rely
below, but ofte n quite a few above tha t figure. \Ve
th ink th is will con tinue.

Our m ember ship figu re is ju st ove r 170 a nd it
may well reach 200 th is yea r.

A feature o f the past year has been the d evelop­
men t of th e motorcvclist s in the Br an ch. T his
gro up egged on by Glen Bull a nd Don La ing from
th e Wai rara pa ha s becom e a first-class unit a nd
is doin g ex celle nt work for th e Bra nch a nd the
C lub in ge nera l. \Ve arc looking forwa rd to ou r
M a rch M ot orcycle R all y which has now becom e a n
annual eve nt.

Like most o f the m aj or centres in the cou n t ry
ou r m embers have the p roblem of ge t ting su ita b le
space for th eir resto ra t ion work. O fte n ga rages
or she ds a rc impossi ble to find, a nd when fou nd
the rent s arc p rohibitive.

With thi s in m ind we have purch ased a damaged
bus ga rage from N .Z .R . T his we hope to even tu ­
a lly make in to a club workshop wit h a lim it ed
nu mber of ga rage un its wh ich we will re n t to me m­
bers at a reasonabl e renta l for rest or a tion purposes.
Fort una tely th rou gh th e ge ne rosity of ou r Pa tron

Welding, cu tting a nd
allied processes have
com e to be a n integ­
ra l part of our cou n­
t ry's industrial lif e.
U n til the ad ven t of
welding suc h methods
as r ive ting a nd bolt­
ing had been th e
principal m eans of
join ing one me tal to
another.

Pioneering thi s field
Industri al Gases have
been keep abreas t o f
all practi cal and
scie n tific de velo p­
ments overseas g iving
a sound basis for th e
cons isten tly high
qu ali ty eq uipmen t
they supply .

From ahumble beginning
A Complete Welding Service from One Source of Supply

PAGE T WEi'"TY-EIGHT



Len Southwa rd we do not lack club roo ms and we
feel that thi s will help 10 solve some members'
problem s. Wc have not d ecid ed on a site but
severa l are in view and negotiations are goi ng 0 11.

The pan el-b eating course whi ch some members
attend ed a t th e Polytcch in \Vell ington is continu­
ing this yea r and an other ba tch of "students" will
be sta rt ing soon. This could be a grea t stimulant
to resto ration work , and th ere is quite a lot going
on in th e Bran ch and these ran ge from vete ra n
Mi ncrvas, and SC ATS, to vint age Austin T«, Alfas
and Bugs.

WELLING TON BRANCH ACTIVITIES
By M . J. Poynton

R estorati ons a re becoming increasingly diffi cult
for club members becau se well-preserv ed cars a rc
sca rce and becau se th e sta nda rd of restorati on is
rising. The Au ckl and Bran ch has been engaged on
a clu b restor ati on for some tim e and thi s had
obviously filled a need , and so on joining th e com­
mittee M artin Ferncr sugges ted the branch might
exploit furth er the foll owin g acti viti es:
1. T alk s by knowl edgeabl e club members and

othe rs on aspects of restoring cars.
2. C lasses o n pane l-bea ting and othe r restorati on

skills.
3. A bra nc h proj ect espec ially designed to ca te r

for members without cars.
The branch has tak en steps to implem ent all

these ideas and the pan el-b eating classes have
proved to be po pula r an d successful.

This is in no sma ll measure du e to th e co-opera­
tion we have received from the Pol yte chnic and the
exce llent tuition received from th e panel-beating
instructor Stcvc Robcrt s.

T he classes a re limited to 14 members and cost
$ I4 pe r year . M embers are encourage d to work
on th eir own ca rs and some notable work has been
done. M an y class members would not hesitat e to
make a mudguard and some have engaged on the
diff icult a rt of restoring brasswork . In fact, it is
reall y a maz ing ju st wh at has been ac hieved in ski lls
acqu ired in th e first yea r of thi s class. The four-

( Ph oto : /Jill S ha/l k )>)

"It might have been quicker to make a new one,
Jonathan!" Steve Roberts explaining to Jonathan
Dransfield some of the traps encountered whil e

trying to rework old rusty metal.

tccn members have taken on a va riet y of jobs
whi ch their restorati ons de ma nd, and it would take
a lot of spac e a nd tim e to tell you about th ese in
detail.

The photographs sho wn in conj unc tion wit h the
ar ticle deal only with the subject of restor ing and
buil din g of mudguards. These have been gene r­
ously supplied by Bill Sha tt ky, on e of last yea rs'
class members.

Perhap s onc of the most valu abl e featu res is that
the class pr ovid es a defin ite regula r t ime to work
on ca rs and ge nera tes enthusia sm am ong members.

T he class has now recommenced th e new year
and has tak en a new bat ch of learner/ en thu siasts
under its wing.

O nce we have our club work shop esta blishe d th e
bran ch restoration p roject will be able to becom e
a reality and we will be looking for a su ita ble
omn ibus, tru ck or fire engine for thi s pu rp ose, pre­
ferabl y a vehicle whi ch has seen servi ce in Welling­
ton during its life.

NELSON NOTES
By Geo. T opliss

It was ver y pl easing to see such a good mu ster,
nam ely 17 ca rs and four motorcycles, a t our d isplay
in support of th e Murchi son A. & P. Show on the
17th February. The 160-odd mil es incl ud ing
Sp oon ers Range and H op e Sa dd le proved no prob­
lem , and wha t a deligh tful drive it was on such
a beautiful summe r's day. Surely a run like thi s
mu st st imula te enough enthusiasm for us to keep
our cars mobil e so as to join in such events. A
sma ll bran ch such as ours, needs its members' full
suppo rt to make these ou tings a success .

I feel tha t too man y cars ar e put off th e road
for maj or restorat ions, whi ch prove too mu ch for
some me mbers. I t ties th em down to vea l's of
work, leaving little motoring leisure. Rem ember
the old adage, "A ll work and no pla y mak es J ack
a dull boy.' ' Fair enoug h if you have onc ca r
mobile fo r events, th en one on th e stocks ca n be
an enjoyable hobb y horse, but let' s not get too
carried awa y, one man 's int erest and tim e ca n only
do ju sti ce to one restora tion a t a tim e sure ly. It
is easy to strip a veh icle down to the last bolt , but
it takes a whale of a lot of tim e, energy and mon ey
to restore and reassemble th ose parts in a manner
to wa rra nt such a task.

Wh ereas no one will qu estion that thi s is th e
best meth od , I feel th at a good job can still be do ne
piecem eal , and the car kept re la tively mobile, suffi­
ciently so for you and your families' enjoy me nt.
Many ca rs have been restored in thi s manner and
some have proven to be Co nco urs winners. After
all ca rs were mad e to be dri ven , and with loving
ca re and atte nt ion will g ive sa tisfac to ry service in­
definit ely, so how about it, cha ps? Get those ex­
hausts th robbing and rad iat ors stea m ing, wh at bet­
ter way to enjoy a day in the country than in a
vintage machine with the blu e sky ove rhe ad, th e
wind and du st th rou gh your hair, sun in you r eyes
or th e rain in your face, sea ted up th ere, othe rs
envy your place.

Hon estly you don't know what you r'e missing.
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BAY OF PLENTY NOTES
By J a ck Hoven.

So m ewhere to go ea ch m onth, h as been the goa l
of th is branch lat ch', a nd so far we hav e been able
to achi eve thi s in th e form o f e ithe r a local run o r
a visit to fun cti ons o rganised by ne ighbouri ng
b ran ches such as Au ckl and 's Hunua Hundred and
W aik at o's M orrinsvill e R ally.

Cons id eri ng the d ecreasing rat her tha n in cr easing
number o f nlo bil e vintage ca rs with in th is br anch ,
we ca n ju stl y cla im th at , the majority of our vin­
tage ca rs do a tt end our ru ns a lt houa h th is does no t
mea n th at numbers a rc large.

T he runs incl ude d a well a ttende d C h r istmas run
with fu n a nd ga mes fo r the ch ild ren, a nigh t run
with barbcquc and, of course , th e Au ckland provin­
c ia l. ru n to M orrinsville.

Twelve ca rs and two m oto rc vcl cs a t tended th e
run to M orrinsville which took us over the Kaimai
ranges and only a lot o f skill and al ertness, com ­
bined with th e use of com pass, road m aps and
ac curat e speedo mete r readings resu lted in thr ee
ca rs co m p le ting th e full co urse ; th e othe rs did
a rrive in Morri nsvi Ill', du e 11101'1' to the presence
o f A.A . signs than the co rrec t ex ecut ion o f th e
rall y instru cti on s.

I tak e thi s o ppo rt un ity to co ng ra tu la te Max
Av erv on onc of th e best timed runs thi s bran ch
has ~ver organised .

O nce in M orrinsvill c, we a ll enjoyed th e hos­
pit a lit y o f the Waikato bo ys, and th ey really put
it on, eve n the weather see med to be unde r thei r
con tro l; it was evide n t tha t a lo t o f pl anning a nd
hard w ork had go ne into th is rallv. Every thing
fro m th e sta tic di spla y on th e Sa turday, th e ' soc ia l
that nigh t, th e run and subse q ue n t gy m kha na, as
well as the presen tation dinner on Sunday night a ll
went smo oth ly and well o rga n ise d .

I am su re we cou ld not have wish ed for m or e,
it wa s a ve ry enjoya ble week -end a nd on beh alf o f
the Ba y o f Pl en ty bran ch, 1 tak e th is o p po rt unity
to th ank Mik e Quayl c and hi s team for all th e hard
work , time a nd a tt en tion th ey put int o th is ra lly
to mak e it th e success whi ch it undoubtedly was.

Nex t year th e Bay of Plenty wi ll hav e th e op por­
tunity to return th e favours wh en we hope to sec
la rge numbe rs a t our 1969 N .I. Rail)' at Ea st er.

In the m eantime, we ho pe to loca te som e more
res iorable vin ta ge cars; ca rs fo r some of our ea ger
new m embers to make up for som e very fine ca rs
whi ch have left our di stri ct recent ly, so, if anyone
wa nts to sel l a viutagc ca r or vet eran ca r, we offe r
you a free a dv t. in " C laxon" becau se we de sper­
a te ly need more ca rs in the Bay o f P lent y!

SOUTHLAND NOTES
By Barry Barn es

H ere in So u th la nd we a re looking hack happi ly
on an other successf u l Rivcrion R al lv and Aut o­
rama . On th e dav before th e run th e' wea th er was
abso lu tel y shocking and th e p m sp ec ts fo r th e rall y
were far from b right. There was mu ch sym pa thy
for Al ec Shad bo lt a nd the drive rs of hi s tea m of
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four velY open vet erans wh o had come from
C h r istchurc h for th e ra llv a nd seem ed d cxt incd
a long with the othe r ea rly ve tera n ca r drivers to ge t
som ewha t d amp. H ow ever, some very ea rne st
negoti ati on s hy ou r weathe r manager resu lte d in a
sp lend id da y mo st suita ble for th e occasion and the
drive rs of open ca rs a nd motorcycl es found th em­
se lves with th e right so rts of m ach ines a ft e r a ll.
T he 'M oto r Show ' (Autorama ) wen t off \ '1'1') ' well
despite the weather a nd wa s well worth the efTo rt.

T he ve ry large en try contai ned seve ra l ne w m a­
chines a nd we were pa rticularly pl eased to wel­
co me seve ra l m embers from northern bra nches a t
th eir first Riverton R all y and we woul d like to sec
them a ll aga in. I n th is fiel d spe c ia l m en tion must
be m ade of K cith Humphries o f Auckl and who
ente red th e very tidy Mod el A phaet on in whi ch he
is to uri ng N ew Z eal and . An o the r m eri torious effort
was th a t o f Dav e M anha rt wh o drove the 191 3
Hurtu down from C h ris tc h urc h via th e Bri gluou
Run and he was a wa rde d th e Age-Mileage T roph y.
Oth er new entries from ou tside Sout h la nd were
A iel' Shadbo lt 's quartet , th e N orth ern, th e Mi lwau ­
kcc, the Orient, and th e Hupmohi lc, Mrs Lorimcr­
Alien 's \Villys-Knight coupe from W aim ate, tlu ­
191 2 Ford o f Lcs N ye from Duncdi n, Bill V eit ch 's
King Di ck a nd th e Srevcnson T riumph m ot orcy cles
from Dunedin, Bill T apper's 193 1 C hc v sed a n from
Al cx and ra wh ich won th e Vint age C oncours, a
1926 Bui ck toure r d riv en from Ash burton I)\' R .
H oskin, th e Mundy brothers' D e Di on trail ered
from C h rist chur ch Mick Small 's C hrvs lcr i5 from
Ti m aru, as wel l a~ several o f ou r o ld friends wh o
had bee n to Ri vcrton bef ore.

Among th e local s, Ashl ey Bell ma de h is fi rs t rally
a p pea ra nc e on Norman Hayes ' 1911 New Hudson
m ot o rcycl e, as d id H ow a rd Kingsford-Sm ith on
Trove r Barn es' 1923 D ou glas. The Wi nton co n­
t ingen t a rr ived in force a fter m uch burn ing o f the
midnight o il. Lyall Bail ey co m pe ted in hi s a ttrac ­
tiv e 1919 Ford T g lass-house seda n a fte r usin g it
for a most import an t occasio n th e week befo re­
hi s own wedding . J ohn Murphy's 1929 Studc­
baker Co m ma nd er 8 sedan wa s a lso hurriedlv fin­
ish ed in tim e to assist a t Ly all 's wedding, 'wh ile
Harry R yan ce lebra te d thi s happy ev ent by co lla ps­
ing a pi ston in h is just fini sh ed 192i Dodge co u pe
whi ch nevertheless wa s rep aired for th e ra lly.
Barry's fat her, ]im, broug ht out his 1925 Maxwc! l
tourer for the first time and ha d a trouble-free trip.

Unfortunately, not eve ryone had good fortune.
Mc rvv n Winter's lit tl e 1900 Wol se lev brok e the
c ra nk ~ha f t whi ch wa s most di stressin g ' as th e sa me
thing happen ed a t Rivcrton two yea rs ago . How­
eve r, we have 110 doubt M crv wi ll soo n have thi s
rep aired . C ha rl ie Emerson had trouble w ith th e
gea r cha nge on h is C h rys lc r I mp er ial a nd Lindsay
Dawson 's D ou gl as broke a co n-rod . T revor Barnes
had a pi ston co llap se in h is 192i Tri umph which
was di sappointing as . it had been go ing ve ry w ell
ove r th e last vea l' a nd R obin Barncs' 1913 B.S .A .
st ri ppe d th e tim ing gears.

In the last issue o f Beaded W heels th e ad ven t
of our first M otorcycle R all y was ment ioned a nd
wh a t a rip-roaring su ccess th is weeken d wa s. The



atm osph ere was vcr r infor ma l with the accent un
enj oyabl e ridi ng at your own pa ce and a nother run.
will defin itclv be hcld next vcar, As a n a ftermat h
Dermis Hun t' has his 1929 Sunbea m str ippe d down
for restorat ion as it was presented at th e Rall y
largely as found. Ray Eun son has collected most
of a Ca lthorpc "slopc r" and Ra e Harris has ac­
qu ired a B.S.A. "sloper." New mem ber Ash ley
Bell is wor king on h is 1914 Roval Enfield V twin
and other members are looking' around for some­
th ing sui ta ble for next No vember.

In the imm edi a te future act ivitv is centred on the
Nauonal R all y and it is expe cted that a goo d
Southland muster will be on hand for thi s event.

SOUTH CANTERBURY NOTES
By Daniel Ge orge

Wh at with the holid ay season an d prep arati ons
for the Na tiona l Rall y, not a grea t deal has hap­
pened on the local scene recently. Our Ch ristmas
party, held in the Taiko H all at the end of No vem­
ber , proved to be one of th e mor e successful of
our Chri stmas parties. It was advertised as a
come-as -you-a re affair, hu t everyone ca me d ressed
in thei r best, exce pt th e Newsletter Edi tor who
came in his old clo thes, which leaves h im wonder­
ing if he is the only one who read s his monthly
effort. We were parti cularl y pl eased to welcome
nin e or ten C hristchurch members to th e party; Bob
Bcardslcy proved to be a vel)' lively cond ucto r of
a sing-along tha t developed very lat e in th e night ,
and proved his versa tility by switching from
"T here's a Red Light on the Track," to " O nwa rd
C hristia n Sold iers," without missing a bea t.

Early in December , a Nig ht T ria l and Barbequ e
held in th e same area drew a rather small crowd,
du e to threat eni ng weath er early in the evening.
O ur annua l pi cn ic on j anuary 21 met with bett er
luck, when 20 veh icles-only six of whi ch were
mod ems-turned out for an enjoyable outing. T he
route and venu e used for th is picni c were in fact
those selected fo r th e Na tiona l R ally picn ic, and
mu ch useful experience was thu s gai ned .

Som ething new in club vehi cles a rrived in Tim­
a ru the ot her week, when a 1916 Denni s fire-engine
arr ived from Du ncdin und er tow. It is owned bv a
consorti um consisting of Lcw Pcmberton , Aian
Hawk c, Ru sscll Cross, and M rs \Vilson , and already
Lcw and Alan have don e much work on th e engine.
The next time branch vehicles will be turning out
in for ce will he March 2. A few arc booked to
go on the Ca nte rbury branch 's tran s-alpine rall y to
Grcymouth , but quite a number arc expected to
be on hand for events in connec tion with the fina l
run of th e " Fairlic Flyer ," wh ich mark s the close
of the Fai rlic br an ch railwav.

All comm ittee members arc busv now with their
own particula r aspec t of the Na tio'na l Rally, wh ich
is now only nine weeks away. With four days to
go un til entr ies close , 142 entries have been received
so far , so with th e usual final rush to come still, the
target of 200 entries may vet be reached
STOP PRESS: Na tional Rallv entries t~talled 200
exact ly! .

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
ME~vIBER OF V INTAGE CAR C LU B OF NZ.

INC.: Free for firs t th ree lines (approx. 25
word s}; therea fte r 10 cents per line (8 words) .

NON-~;f EMBERS: 50c for first three lines or less;
therea fter 10e per line.

T o be accepted all advertisements must be typed
and be acco mpa nied by the necessary remitta nce
and mu st be in the hands of the Ed itor not la ter
tha n th e 15th day of the month before publica tion
date.

Specia l displ ay ad vcrt iscmc ntss of ca rs for sa le
complete with ph otos may be inse rted at spec ia l and
very reasonable rat es, for details of whi ch service
writ e to the Ed itor.

FO R SA LE: 1928 Chev . Na tioual -l-doo r sa looil­
known history. Goo d mcch. condit ion-body sound
-good rubber-s-good restoration pro ject- 'reali stic
pri ce. M ike Poynt on, Box 3 102, Welli ngton.
FOR SALE: 1912 Studcbakcr, comp lete, want s
restorati on , $600. 1930 Hud son 8 Limousine, com­
plete rough order, $60. 1929 Hupmobil c Ligh t 6,
runner rough , $50. 1921 Stan da rd SL S, no bod y,
$50. 1930 M orris Cow ley tou rer, dismant led , $50.
1931 Wolseley Hornet Spo rts , dismantl ed , $50.
Austin 7 Sports, good for parts or restorati on , $50.
WRECKING : Ch cvrolct 1932 Co nfede ra te Sedan.
SWAP: Buga tt i Type 38 for English or Co ntinenta l
vetera n. For detail s contact: Ron Roycroft , G len
Murray.

FOR SALE: 1926 Ga lloway, reconditioned enginc,
diff., gearbox. All com plete running ord er . 1928
Chev, t ruck, two warrant s since restored . M an y
spa res. A. N. Bcisscl, 7c Marl cnc St., C hristchu rch.
Phone 526-348.

SWA P: Will swa mp th e followin g all or part , cash
diff erence either way for a Bentl ey or Bugatt i. ( I )
A.C. 1914 4 cylinder, very origina l and complete
but d isman tled . (2) Cad illac single cylinder cha in
dri ve. Not quite comp lete bu t easily restora blc,
with 4 new gua rds, new bonne t and scutt le. (3 ) Dc
Dion Bout on about 1902, no t comp lete but would
be rcsiorablc by a keen or experienced vet eran col­
lector. D. H all , 161 Ma in St., Huntly. Ph one 879
or 1489.

FOR SAL E: As th ere is a strong possibil ity th a t
very few Vintage and Veteran tyres will be im­
ported during th e next two yea rs, we are offering
the following sizes ex stock: 10 only 26 x 2Y2 RE.
motorcycle tyres; 3 onl y 710 x 90 I3.E. tyres; 2 only
810 x 90 B.E. tyres; I only 8 15 x 105 B.E. tyre ;
I only 880 x 120 B.E. tyre; 12 only 30 x 3Y2 B.E.
tyres; 2 on ly 400 x 19 straig htside tyres; 2 only 550
x J9 straig htside tyres; I only 550/ 600 x 20
stra igh tside tyre; 2 only 600 x 21 x 20 stra igh tsidc
tyres. Arri ving shortly, a sma ll quantity of 26 x 3
B.E. Wc also have I only 880 x 120 B.E. tyre and
four only 600 x 21 straigh tside tyres in good used
cond ition. H ampton Tyre Co. Ltd ., 126 Ox ford
T errace, Ch ristchurch, N.Z.
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SWAP : Set of 5, lBin. K.O. wir e wheels (Auburn
8 cylinder ), for sam e for 6 cylinder model. ]. Hen­
ley, 20 Crescent Rd. , Parnell, Auckland. Phone
22-196.

WANTED: 1920-1930 Hurley Davidson or Triumph
motorcycle. Must be a twin cylinder, regist ered, in
good condition and running. R easonably priced,
and will look anywh er e in North Island. lan Wil­
kinson, Whakamaru . Phone 156A Mangakino.

WANTED: Information or handbooks on 1926
Dodge Coupe. R eply to J . A. Callesen, Box 13,
Longburn, Palmcrston North.

HA VE YO U got a 6 spoke stee ring wheel with 2
fibre reels set in the rim ; or a cast aluminium rear
axle and tailshaft- 3 parts- (axle shafts, if any,
have a square end ), or a six bladed aluminium
fan; or again a bronze Rov er ca rbo with verti cal
sliding piston carrying venturi tube, single jet ? If
you hav e any of these parts or any other l- cylindcr
8 h.p. Rover parts and are not planning to use
these , please contac t D. Bruc c, T at chells Rd ., Ward.

FOR SALE: Three Vintage Motorcycles. ( I )
Douglas motorcycle 1925 C/W complete, has been
restored but needs further tidying. Near new tyres ,
tubes , acetylene headlamp and generator, two
spare cylinders, registered $80. Also very com­
plete spa re engine, dismantled and clean ed , $10.
(2) B.S.A. 1929 Slope r, complete but dismantled .
Very restor able and includes new crankpin and
big-end assembly, valu e $20. Also new mains $70.
(3 ) Triumph 1927 Model N 498 side valv e, 95 per
cent restored, new tyres, tube s, chain, wheel bear­
ings, most plating done, enamelled maker's colours,
needs exhaust pipe, controls, tail light and gener­
ator to complete. $110 . Will dispose separately
or the three for $260. W. Wil cock, 27 Riv erton
Road , Mount Maunganui. T elephone 53-634 Tau­
ran ga .

FOR SALE: 1920-21 Studebaker, Big Six T ourer
converted into light tru ck. Stripped for restoration.
Sell for cost to date either parts or complete. G.
Staneven, 8 Factory Rd ., Te Awarnutu,

WANTED: 1930 Model A Ford Town Sedan.
Windscreen fram e, cowl lamps and bra ckets, also
original type luggage grid, wind ow wind er handles,
gas tank cap and radiator cap. L. Coghlan, 71
Buckland Rd ., Mangere East, Auckland.

WANTED for 1914 Triumph motorcycle-2 only
tyres and tubes 26 x 2Y2 x 214. Cecil Gil chri st,
1'.0. Box 161, Ngongotaha.

WANTED: Triumph H type ( 1915-23 ) , belt drive.
Motor, gearbox, lights, all other part s and informa­
tion. J ohn Lee, 57 T c Kawa Rd ., One Tree Hill .
Auckland.

FOR SALE : Vintage 1928 Oakland 6 Sal oon.
Genuine, 28,700 mil es. Unbelievable, excellent
original cond ition. Would probably be best original
vintage in N.Z . Pri ze $800 . Phone Barnes,
545-457, Auckland.
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FOR SALE: Fiat 509, requires restoring; also
plenty of spare parts. Offers to ]. Valli s, 86 Nor­
wood St ., Dunedin.

PARTS WANTED for Bradbury Single model
about 1910. Forks , whe els and belt rim . W. H.
Veit ch, 1'.0. Box 5015, Dunedin.

WANTED: Veteran motorcycle, prefer 1914-18
Triumph. Ca sh. C. McLeod, Mabel Bush, No. 2
R.D., Invercargill.

FOR SALE: 1926 Ford 'r New Beauty, Iullv re­
stored. Ru ckstcll axle fitted . \\(rit e I. H . Stcwart,
45 Nelson St. , Blenh eim . Phone '88-668.
FOR SALE: Roll s-R oyee 20/ 25. 1936. Black Mul ­
liner body with brown leather upholstery. Partici­
pant in the Hawkes' Bay Safari 1967 and run to
Gisborne 1968. Ori ginal owner Keith Campbcll ,
Q .C. (Engl.) , second Major Ma cLeod (N.Z.) .
Write]. G. Wilson , 105 Mitchell St. , Brooklyn,
Wellington.
TRADE OR EXCHANGE : One or mor e of the
following unrestored vehicles for Vintage Bentl ey,
preferably 4Y2 tourer. 1909 Metz 2 cyl., 1912 Wol­
seley 20 h.p. , 1906 Argyl 2 cy l., 1925 Minerva 4
cyl. tourer, 1929 Harley 10/12 h.p. Other possibili­
ties, also will sell outright 1926 Ford T roadsier.
For details of cond ition and com pleteness ph one or
write Brian T . Rankine, 40 Manawatu Sr., Palmcr­
ston North .
\VANTED: Four-speed gearbox from 8 cy!. G ra­
ham Pai ge or similar to suit Srutz, Can swap
-l-speed Chrysler box or 4-specd 6-cylinder G raha m
Paige box. Contac t Brian 1'. Rankine, 40 Mana­
watu St. , Palm erston North.
FOR SALE : 1910 Humber twin cylinder eight
h.p. No . 6, 44·1. On e of the most consistent Co n­
cours winning cars in thi s country. The Humber
has a 1,525cc motor with a balanced, pre ssure-fed
cranksha ft, twin igniti on and a Longuemare ea r­
bur ettor. Drive is via a Hel e-Shaw multi-plate
clutch and three-speed gearbox to an op en drive
sha ft and live axl e. The wheels are wood en, centre
lock detachable, size 760 x 90 m/m, being fitted
with new tyres. Coa chwork is a repli ca two-seater.
V.C.C . of G. B. dated. Offers of above $2,500 to
D. Warren J ordan, Box 28 1, Invercargill. Bus. phone
89-212; pvt e 66-577.
FOR SALE: Parts 1933 and 1934 S,S.I. body ,
chassis, wheels, 1I10tor parts, ete. ]. Arm strong, 5
Wiremu Pla ce, New Plymouth. Phone 88-711 day ,
88-936 evenings.

WANTED TO BUY : Exhibits wanted to bu y for a
museum of Sound, T echn ology and Transport now
being established by B. J ackson at 228 Marua Road,
Mt. Wellington, Auckland. Phon e 596-759 any time.
Opening approximately two year s. Vintage and
Veteran cars and part s, hub caps, lamps, spark
plugs, bulb horns , etc., if full cars the}' must be
most desirabl e. Anything unusu al and int er esting
please submit at abov e address. Mu sic boxes espe­
cially need ed. Mo st of the exhibits will probably
eventually be donated to the Mus eum of Transport
and Technology, \Vestern Springs.
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Whatever
the
model ..

Your Ford needs
the extra margm
of protection
Shell Super
Molar Oil gives.

Shell Super Motor Oil gives your car an
extra margin of protection

Official AMA MS Sequence
Tests rated Shell Super Motor
Oil as 98% perfect!
Shell Super gives an extra
margin of protection to heavily
loaded parts. It cuts dramatic­
ally the cost of maintenance.
It prolongs engine life.

~2.8


