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B eaded Wheel.~ is the voice of th e Vintag e Car M ovement in N ew Z ealand and of th e Clu bs whose efforts
are fosterin g and ever widening th e inter est in this m ovem ent and f orm r allying points fo r that eVe?'
increasin g ban d of enthus iasts. The fascination of ag e i tse lf or revu lsion. from th e f las hy m edio crity of
our present day is drawing an increasing number of m otorist s back to th e individual ity , solid w orth,
and [unct.ionat elegance th at was demanded by a m ore discriminat ing gen eration and i t is t o these that
we dedi cate-
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The Great Days of the Grass
by GEOFF HOCKLEY ---

-

Th e end of th e fir st decade of motor­
cycle grass track racin g f ound the spor t
esta blished as a na t iona l institution. With
the ending of t he Great War spor t in
general boomed, and th e "grass" was no
exce pt ion . Th e Wellington j ournal
"Whee ling", in t he course of an edito r ial
e n tit l ed " Mot or cycl e Enthusiasm " ,
ref erred t o the hu ge crowd at the 1918
Christchurch speed ca r nival and rem ark­
ed, "The races drew a bigger number of
spec tato rs than the record for a trotting
meeting, and wh en the motorcycle has
commenced to displace the horse in pro­
viding f or the New Zealand public it can
be safe ly sa id tha t motorcycle r acing has
sure ly arrived." Nor wa s the public's
enthus iasm confined to the South, f or the
1918 racing season cont in ued on its way
'wit h bumper attendances at Marton,
Napier, Hawera and Dannevirke. The
meeting's sta r event was the 15-mile N.Z .
drew only three 1000 c.c. machines, Mang­
ham and Crawley on Harleys and Coleman
with hi s Indian , and a fourth starter was
Jim Dawber on hi s 500 c.c, four-valve
Indian single. But the small field didn't
prevent the crowd from witnessing one of
th e most hair-rai sing contests seen to
date, with Mangharn and Crawley hound­
in g Colernan every yard of the race and
the lead changing somet imes two or three
times in a single lap and see-sawing main­
ly between Mangham and Coleman, with
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Crawley a bare two lengths astern. Lap
seven had the crowd on its t oes as Cole­
man sna tc hed a precarious lead with a
hair-raising bit of riding, only to lose it
again at the end of the eighth to Mang­
ham, wh o retained it through most of the
ninth, but Coleman refused to be shaken
off and took over the lead a ga in, heading
the roaring trio until halfway through
the tenth when Mangham pa ssed him once
more. Who ultimately would have won is
a matter for conjecture, but Coleman was
forced to withdraw wh en a saddle support
stay fractured and let th e saddle down on
th e rear tyre. Cr awley , wh o had been rid­
ing like a demon in the du st of the Cole­
man-Mangharn du el, battled his wa y past
his team-mate and defied all Mangham's
efforts to regain th e lead, and at the
finish the order was Crawley, Mangharn
and Dawber, the latter well astern on hi s
one-lunger.

Th e 1918 Easter two-day meeting at
Napier , one of the big fixtures of the sea­
son, was run in perfect weather, though
th e track was in poor condition, be ing
described as probably th e worst in the
country for motorcycle racing. However,
no accidents marred the meeting and the
promoters and officials were congratulat­
ed on the or ganisat ion of the event. Riders
in the money included Coleman, 'who won
both 15-lap events on the Monday, Mang­
ham and Crawley wi th a brace of first



places each, Alex Anderson and his
Triumph and local boy F. Springfield wh o
domina ted th e lightweight events wi th hi s
very fast Douglas. F ourteen events were
run in all and the meeting was per haps
th e best Napier "two-day" to date.

Hawera saw motorcycle r acin g f or the
first time on April 17 and th e venture was
a br ill iant success in spite of the pro­
moters bein g compelled t o hold it in mid­
week. Coleman won the da y' s big race, the
12-lap Taranaki Open, from scra tch. A
newcomer, W. Clar ingbold, ran into sec­
ond place in the Novice H andicap f rom
th e scratch mark and won t he lO-lap
Heavyweight Handicap in good style,
showing a glimpse of the f or m which was
to make him a prominent compet itor in
future seas ons . Hawera riders (including
the local parson) all Douglas-mounted
with th e except ion of a solit a ry Royal
Ru by, mad e a clean sweep of t he 5-lap
lightweight race , and that indefati gabl e
t ryer, "Tiny" Gai sford, score d a popular
doubl e, winning the 7-lap handicap f ro m
off the limit and sna tc hing vict ory by half
a whee l f ro m Len Mangh am in the lO-lap
Farewell H andicap. Excit ement r an high
in this event as th e back-markers Mang­
ham and Coleman ran t hrough the big
field picking up rider after rider, until
Colema n str uck trouble in the 7th lap and
Mangham cont inued the chase on his own,
un til at th e sta r t of th e last lap only Gai s­
f or d was ahead of him. Coming down the
finishing straight like a bull et Mangham
appeared to pass Gaisford just on the
finish lin e, but th e judge's verdict went to
Gai sf ord by half a wheel - an exciting
climax to a fine day of racin g. Many old­
timers will r emember the popular, always
cheerful "Tiny", whose nickname belied
his bulk - an en thusiast who raced for
th e love of it and wh o never appeared to
ta ke comp et it ion too ser iously. He and his
side-valve Norton wa s a famili ar sight on
the grass cours es f or many seasons and
his good sportmans hip made him popular
wi th both compet it ors and public. He wa s
one of t he many riders who were not in
t he first fligh t but who raced fo r sheer
love of the game and were undeterred by
infrequ en t wins or in some cases not even

PEHCY COLEMAN - Winner 1918 Au stralasian
Heavyweight Championship.

L. MANGH AM - Winner of 1917 event, named
by "Wheeling" as the No. 2 rid er of the 1917

Season.

R. CROW LE Y - Winner of the 1916 Champion­
ship and st ill " Wheeling 's " No. 3 for the 1917

Season.
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picking up en ough prize mone y t o pay ex­
pen ses t h r ough out ent ire seasons. The
grass track racing sport owed a lot to such
en thusi asts. Another gr eat sp ortsman was
Bernie Shea rsby, well kn own on the tracks
f or man y seasons riding var ious makes
of machines, picking up an occasional w in
or place, bu t wi th an enduring love of t he
ga me and an impish se nse of h umour. On
one occasion a harrassed com petitors'
stewar d trying to get the riders on the
sta r t ing line bustled in to the riders' en­
c l 0 sur e and enquired despairingly'
"Where's " Cannonball" Coleman ?"
" Dunn o," replied Bernie, "but here's "BB
Shot" Sh earsby!"

Dannevirke's annual Labour Day meet­
ing went off in splen did st yle without the
distracti on of the t own being ablaze, as
in the previous year. Man gh am was the
sta r of the day with two fir sts and a
seco nd. Steve Whitehead , not quite 100 ro
fit after hi s Chr is t chur ch acc ident , and
Cla r ingbold on an Indian, provided t he
only opposition f or Mangham in the big
machine cla ss, as Coleman had t aken a
f all in pre-race practice and stood down
f or the day. Jim Dawber on hi s speedy
and consistent Indian f our-val ve single
won t he bi g r ace of the day, t he 15-lap
No rth Island Handicap.

Th e N.Z. Auto Cycle Un ion, in a review
of the previous season's racing. announced
t hat the amount of prize money (exclud­
ing the val ue of trophi es) provided by the
clubs had been £574. Colem an h ead ed the
list of money-winners with £94, followed
by Cr awley (£79), Dawber (£53) and
Mangham (£46) and 38 other recipients
of var ious sums . When the value of money
fifty years ago is considered , com pared
wi th the economic scene t oday, it would
see m that a moderately lucky and profic­
ient rider had a reasonabl e chance of
clea r in g expenses. "Wheeling", t he officia l
organ of the N.Z.A.C.U. , r evie wing riders
and t heir performances, gave as its opin­
ion that Coleman was the country's top
r ider , w ith Ma ngharn and Crawley very
close . H owever, t he re we re many other
to p-flight riders whose names wer e also
household words wi th the r ace-goin g pub-
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lie, including Jim Dawber and Alan Wood­
ham, who were undoubtedly the stars in
the up-to-600 c.c. or "middleweight cla ss ,
Steve Whitehead, Rube J ones, Alex
H enderson , Stan Osgood and othe rs.

The two main fixt ur es of the 1919 sea­
son we re the annual Christch urch speed
carni val and the Napier E aster two-day
meeting. F ebruary 15 saw t he f ourth run­
ning of the former event. Attendance was
fully up to previous st a nda r ds, and there
was a r epresentative entry, but it was a
pity that t he Sou th's premi er speed event
en ded on a r ather sour n ot e as far as the
Northern competitors were con cerned. In
previous years, and especially at the 1918
eve nt, the handicapping had been excelle nt
and drew no complaints from eit her local
or visiting riders , who whil e re ali sing that
only t h ree plac es could be filled in each
race, asked only for a r ea sonabl e chance.
Unfo rtunat ely the handicapping at the
1919 meeting left a great deal to be
des ire d, t he handicapper seemingly r e­
ga r ding t he northern visi t ors as super­
men. Wi th the exception of an event for
to ur ing machines, all handicap races wer e
won by local r iders, who also filled the
secon d and t h ir d places in many in st ances.
To place in these events, Coleman , Mang­
ham an d Crawley would have needed to
lap' at more than 80 m .p.h. , which was
manif estly impossible. It was understand­
abl e the refore that consider able criticism
was voiced , a nd a boycott on any f uture
Chr is tc hurch meetings was threatened by
the Northern com pet itors. Th e or ganisers
a lso were cr it icised for the increa sed ad­
mission charges, and were accused of t ak­
ing adva nta ge of the public' s enth us iasm
f or motorcycle racing. It was probably a
coincidence that thi s was the fir st time
that the proceeds had not been donated t o
the patriotic funds, but t he war was over
and it was only natural that t he promot­
ing club perhaps cons idered that it was
t ime it h ad sha r e of the taking s .

Star of t he meeting was undoubt edl y
" loca l boy" Fred Haworth, ridin g hi s
speedy " home brew " job which he had
used with success at the 1918 meeting, H e
won t he 10-mile S.T. Middleweigh t Champ-



ionship, and aided by handicaps which
seemed, to say the least, generous, he also
romped home in the 8-lap Lightweight
and 8-lap' Open handicaps. Jim Dawber
looked a possible winner in the Middle­
weight Championships. His Indian four­
valve had cracked the cyclinder head in
practice and was lacking a few ponies in
consequence, but it had enough left for
for Dawber to pass Haworth in the eigth
lap, to the excitement of the crowd, and
it looked as though the Northerner had
things in hand. But it was not Dawber's
lucky day, for a bump halfway down the
front straight jarred his tank filler cap
open and temporarily blinded him with
splashing fuel. He was forced to slow
down and finally finished third, second
place being filled by Gordan Moffatt on a
B.S.A. Percy Coleman's Christchurch hoo­
doo, after going into hibernation at the
previous meeting, made its unwelcome
appearance once again and Coleman was
out with engine trouble in the second lap
of the 15-lap Australasian Heavyweight
Championship, leaving Crawley and
Mangharn to stage a ding-dong battle for
first, the verdict finally going to Crawley,
who thus repeated his 1916 performance.
Neville Souter from Cambridge filled third
place, making a 1-2-3 Harley clean sweep.
The winner's time was 15 seconds slower
than Coleman's winning time the previous
year. The other heavyweight event was
won by White of Christchurch riding a
Harley off the 100 seconds mark, which
was more than enough for him to stave
off a challenge by Crawley who was off
20 seconds. Scratch man Percy Coleman
put in some furious lappery to take third
place. A sidecar race, for the first time on
the Canterbury Park course, brought out
five starters - four Harleys and a lone
B.S.A. in the hands of Fred Haworth.
Haworth and White both took tosses, with­
out injury, and Harold Jones narrowly

won from scratch man Ronnie Kennett. A
novel innovation was a special 5-lap match
race between Ray Crawley on his Harley
and L. Mercer from the adjacent Wigram
Flying School flying a Caudron biplane.
Doubts had been expressed as to the
feasibility of the contest, but it proved
highly successful, the low-flying aircraft
following the contour of the track with
uncanny precision. Crawley eventually
won by a narrow margin. A notable ab­
sentee from the 1919 Christchurch carni­
val was Alan Woodman, the one-legged
phenomenon whose terrific riding at pre­
vious meetings had made him the idol of
the crowds. Woodman, who was unable to
be present, was sadly missed. "It's not the
same without Woodman", more than one
spectator was heard to remark.

Four years were to elapse before the
Canterbury Park course resounded again
the roar of exhausts and the cheers of ex­
cited era w d s , when the promoters
approached the Trotting Club for the use
of the track for the 1920 speed carnival,
permission was refused on the grounds
that the machines had damaged the track
surface. However, it was a fairly open
secret that the opposition came from a
group within the Club which viewed with
disquiet the tremendous attendances
which the motorcycle races had enjoyed.
Perhaps these die-hards visualised a
future in which the bikes had ousted t.he
hay-burners in the affections of the pub­
lic, but whatever the reason, the Club was
adamant, and plans for the 1920 speed
carnival were abandoned, to the dis­
appointment of motorcycle racing enthus­
iasts and the general public. It was not
until 1923 that the grounds were soon to
be absorbed as part of the extension plan
for the nearby Air Force base. In a future
issue we'll tell you how the curtain fell on
Canterbury Park, and how Coleman,
Woodman and other grass track stars.
wrote finis to the South's greatest speed
event, with record-breaking performances.

(To be contin ued )
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Far from it .
Mr Canagesbey on the left and

:VIr Pillay on the right (or was it
\1 r Pillar on the left ?) had just
poweredsmoothly into tow n all
the way from Singa pore, Far East.

Perhaps you remember it well?
May 27th, 1929.
Their Mo rris Cowlev beat a

triumphan t entry into "Londo n
minus half a mu dguard and som e
of the shine off the paintwork ,

But you wouldn't have looked so
bright after ",000 shake, ra ttle
and roll miles of Afghanistan ,
Sy ria, the Balkan s, and Cent ral
E u ro pe . No t in ' 9 29 yo u
wouldn't.

Trouble ?
Oh no, no trouble, report ed

M r Canagesbey. A bit downcaste
on some of the lonely mountain
tracks, you know . But never
any thing really to worry abou t.

Where are they now, thi s
intrepid pair ? .

Whe re lie the rema ins of the
nob le Cowlev ?

And how' abou t that ad ver­
tising on the driver's door ?

The only oil
with 'liquid
tungsten'



EARLY MOTORING IN MARLBOROUGH

Reminiscence s 1916, by Ron Osgood

" T he Editor m us t apolotjise here to Mr Osgood
for she has, in paesed. issues, don e S011W edi ting
on this series. Mr Osgood has howev er com plaine d
of some sp elling and un l1n1natical e1'r01'S and has
requ est ed liS to r efrain f rom wie lding the editor­
ial red pencil-pleas e ac cept: O lt/ · apo logi es . R on
and res t (/ss w 'ed th at this i.s published exact ly
a,'! r eceiv ed.

Editor .

In 1916 there were still some pro­
fessionals who still wore "tripe pants,
white waistcoats, starch ed sh ir ts , claw
hammer coats and stove pipe hats, these
were lawyers, magistrates, some doctors,
and undertakers but the fashion was grad­
ually dying out. In another prof ession
however there was a man of small physic ,
ivory complexion, blue eyes, and slightl y
bald with a moustach e. This man wore
no beltopper or frock coat, yo u would
ge ner a lly see him in a blue denim boiler
sui t. This man left England a bout 1805 t o
t ry hi s f ortunes in N .Z. and finally settled
in Blenheim. This man wh ose rightful
name 'was J ohn North Birch . Known local­
ly as " old Bill" by hi s fri ends and
custome rs he was a very reserved mall
and no one kn ew anything of hi s past.
Since wri ting " E ar ly Engineering in
Marlborough" about 1961 for Beaded
Wh eels I have a lot of inf or mat ion on
Bill 's ea r ly life in England. When I was
working f or him in 1914 I noticed an old
motor bike eng ine in t he junk. T hi s engine
would be about 2 h.p . it had an automati c
in let va lv e, a ca st iron crankcase with t he
name "Birch Nunaeton" ca st on it. I
rem embered the name Nunaeton , and
wh en I was in England I passed t hr ough
t his city severa l times and 'wonder ed what
conne ct ion it had with the old eng ine .
Incid en tly Nunaeton is close to Birming­
ham a nd Covent ry. Mr Des Sne ll recent­
ly wrot e a se r ies of articles for Better
Business f or Universal Directories of
Au ckland on Bill and the Ma r lbo ro ug h
ea rs, marine a nd sta t ionary engi nes which

were made in Blenheim sever al decades
a go . H e also got informati on on Bill 's ea r ­
ly life and I am gr a te f ul t o him f or th is
informa ti on which is as fo llows . Before
lea vin g England Bill was an established
a nd prosperous bus iness man and wa s a
pioneer of some of the fir st pu sh bike and
mot or bikes. In 188 4 he joined the firm
of "Starley Brothers" after complet ing
his apprenticeship, in engineering . James
Starley was already famous for hi s inven­
t ion in 1870 of the penny f athing bicycle,
his nephew John Starley was at work on
it's s uccessor, the fir st chain driven safe t y
bike as we know it to-day. As Bill was
working for Starley's at the time he may

A Photo of John North (Bill) Birch, taken jus t
before lea vin g for New Zeala nd, 1905.
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have had a hand in building this bike. In
1885 Starley's put their first "Rover"
safe ty push bike on the market and short­
ly after he left the firm and worked in a
steel foundry where he gained valuable
experience in casting and moulding. In
1888 he built his first push bike even
roll ed th e rims; later he went into bus­
iness and it is beleived made substantial
quantities some parts being patented,
among the first owners were Dermis
brothers of Guildford later to become
famous for their cars and trucks. In 1898
Bill with his two brothers produced
another bike of more modern design, a
factory was set up for its production and
at one time employed more than 20
workers. This bike was known as the
"George Eliot" after his fathers christian

names. After experiments with comb us­
ton engines and their application to bi­
cycles about the turn of the century the
"George Eliot" motorcycle wa s born. At
the time there were very few motorcycles
on the road, she was a 2 h.p. single
cylinder and in three ways she left her
mark on the motorcycle world. The back­
ward placement of her engine was an in­
novation, the crankcase was brazed to the
frame it was first to use a low tension
magneto this eventually replaced coil and
battery on all makes of motor bikes. It
did not take long for the "George Eliot"
to make a name for its self. In 1903 after
a series of demonstrations it was awarded
a first class diploma and subsequently its
design was adopted by manufacturers

The George Eliot motor bike built by Bill Birch in 1893 ridden from John 0' Groats to Lands End
1904 and later brought to New Zealand. Bill's brother, Harold, standing alongside.
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large and small. The same year Bill sold
the registered design to "Bradburys" sew­
ing machine people in " Oldha rn" so the
well known Bradbury motor cycle was an
exact copy of The George Eliot. He con­
t inued to manufacture motor cycles under
the original name and in 1904 to show
f urther reliability rode one of these
ma chines from Lands end to J ohn, 0 ,
Groats from one end of Great Britain to
the other . About the same distance as the
North Cape to the Bluff in N.Z. This
machine he bought out to N.Z. with him
and the engine I saw was from the same
machine. We will never know what decid­
ed Bill to come out to N. Z. to make a new
start. He lef t a wif e and t hree da ughters
in E ngland, he was always in commun ica­
tion with t hem, and told them he would be
returning after five years, but they never
saw hi m again . After he left in 1905 his
brother Fred took charge, the business
went to the pack and he was forced to
retire in 1925 and the business finished
for all time. Bill also bought out with him
Cl "Fairy" motor bike he also designed.
This was a opposed twin with automatic
inlet valves . I remember the boys saying
the patents for this bike wa s sold to the
"Do ug las brothers of Bristol" an d was
the prototype from which the "Douglas"
motor bikes were made. The late Clarry
Herd who worked for Bill longer than
anyone in Blenheim to ld me that Bill was
one of the first t o use magnetos and had
some connection with Robert Bosch. I
never found anything to further t his in ­
f or mati on. Li ke most E ngl ishmen Bill was

very patriotic. But he had a lean towards
American accessories for instance the
"Marlborough" cars had "Rushmore elec­
trical systems, three speed gearboxes,
most of his lathes were American. Before
going up to Gisborne he sold two of them
here and I have one at present. Although
it must be nearly 70 years old and was
originally driven by foot power or treadle.
It is a 5 inch, hollow spindle, screw cut­
ting, has inverted V wa ys on top of the
bed and traverse feed across the bed and
st ill does precision work. Bill was an ex­
pert on lathes and was the first thing h e
looked at when entering an engineering
shop. The apprentices were always called
Silias by him. This nam st uck to Clarry
Herd but we used t o call him Silence
which name stuck t o him till he passed
away a few years ago. Although I have
tried everywhere to find a photo of the
or iginal Marlborough car my efforts ha ve
been in va in but I may be lucky yet. T he
original radiator was sent down to Chr ist ­
church for scrap brass only three years
ago. I was not aware at the time but the
monogram wa s saved and is now in
posession of our present club captain
AlIen Webby. The "Marlborough" engine
wa s designed to fit in the 1912 "Sunbeam"
chassi s (4 cylinder) The photographs
accompanying this article were sent spec­
ially out from England by one of Bills
daughters, Gladys (Mrs Goalby of Nunae­
ton) and were lent to me by Mr Des Snell
of Auckland who I want to thank for the
trouble he went to to get the past history
of Bills life in the years of early motor ing
and motoring engineering.

-

Incredibly New Models on the Road

THE 503 c.c, UP-JE'NKINS SPECIAL
SPEC I F IC AT IO N

E NGI NE : Ma k e rs ' 103 .2
x 34.09 mm . o.h .v . s ing-le ­
p o r t , s lrur le - cy li n de r.
s ln g le- s troke.

LU B R IC ATION : Some -
times.

IGNIT IO :-l: N e ve r .
CA R B U R ET T OR : Mak er. '

s ix -le ve r.
GE AR B OX : Makers ' fiv e ­

s peed a nd re vers e .
Rati os : 4.9 , 4.9 , 4 .9 , 4.9,
a n d 4 .9 to 1.

T YRES : Air- fille d . r u bb er­
covered.

WEIGH T : U n la de n. 495 1b ;
in tou rin g t rim 3721b ;
in r aci ng' t r im, 5 1 lib .

P RICE : £1 92 (or . by
de ferre d ter m s , 45 down
and 30 .6 8 8 monthly pa y­
m ents or H d).

M AK ERS : The Up-Jenkin s
(1 93 0 ) Sales Co r p .
( Great Britai n ) In c. ( in
Iiq. ) .

Although the 503 c.c, Up -Jenkins Spec­
ial has been on the market for only ten
months, owne rs - both of them - have
been loud in their praises of its qualities,
and it was therefore with considerable
interest that we took over this machine
for road test from its makers' well­
equipped works at Llanphwillaberfech-
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T he sensIb ly arran g ed control s o r th e U p- Jen kin s
S p ec ial.

wystwch, a small village on the Kingston
By-pass.

Since no previous descri pt ion of t his
model has been attem pted, it would be
wise to review its sa lient features before
describ ing its surpr is ing performance on
the road.

Undoubtedly the outsta nding feature of
the des ign is the Up-Jen kins patent
cylinde r, which, it is claimed, re nd ers
deca r bon isation an absurdly s i m pI e
ma tt er; t he piston is r eadily 'wit hdr awn
thro ug h th e s ide of the cylinder, whi ch
can be in stantly opened for the pu rpose by
means of a lightning fas tene r .

This is mad e possible by the fa ct that
the cylinde r is cons t r ucted entire ly of fir e­
proof rubber, a fe at ure which a lso pe r mit s
the in clu si on of two othe r in teresting
poiII ts; the fir st of these is t he absence of
any t ransmiss ion shock-absorber, the in ­
heren t elasticity of the cylinder p rov iding
all that is necessary in this di rection ; the
second is the entire elimination of the
little-end bea r ing, the piston and con nect­
ing-rod being turned up solid fro m
Honduras ma hogany .

""GI'; TWELVl';

It will be r eal ised t hat t he materia l of
t he cylinder allows it to ben d backward
and forwa rd at eac h stro ke, in t he manner
of an oscillating steam engine, and t he
unit construction of piston and connect ­
ing-red is thus quite practicable.

Simplicity Itself
The valve gea r is simp licity itself ; t wo

overhead va lves are anchored r igidly at
thei r outer ends to t he lower tank rail,
a nd the recip rocation of the cylin der opens
and closes the por ts.

No magn eto is necessary, pre-ignition
being relied on.

Before leaving the engine it is wor thy
of note t hat lubrication, in stead of be ing
by the mor e conventional oil, is by cold
wa ter , fe d direct to th e cylinder wall.
This lubricati on sys te m is mad e to f ulfil
a second f unction, of which mor e anon.

No less interesting t ha n t he power unit
is t he fra me, whic h is constr ucted
thro ughout of cor r ugated iron, with a
hand some mesmerised finish. All lu gs are
safety-pin-jointed, and, to give add itional
stre ngth, the head is glu ed.

The Official Receiver, on handin g ove r
the machine at the works, told us of a
suitable test hill , whithe r we repai r ed. We
repai r ed on severa l occasions durin g the
day, as will be see n presently.

At first a little difficulty was ex ­
perienced in operating the five-speed gear,
mor e especia lly as the quadrant was mark­
ed Heretof ore, W he reas, Neverthless , Not­
withstandin g, and Inasmuch As. We
lea rned lat er t hat Mr Up-J en kins , like
many of his fe llow count ry men, was an
invet erate voca list, and these wer e the
t itles of his fa vouri te songs ; each gea r had
been cut so as to sing in the key appro ­
priate to the parti cular a ir.

Th e machi ne steere d well at speed,
thoug h some difficulty was ex per ienced in
taking ben ds unl ess the steering da mper
was released; t his fitti ng was del ightfully
simple, cons isting as it did merely of a
bolt whic h locked t he steer ing ri gidly in
the dea d-ahead position .

The braking system is ingenious. No
bra kes of the conventional type are to be
fo und . Instead, when it is desi red to pull



up , t he tap con trolling t he water lub r ica­
ti on of the cylinder is shut, wit h t he r e­
sult that the engine instantly se izes, p ro­
ducin g very efficien t decelerati on. Actu al­
ly, t his hydraulic brake was used only
once du ring the t est , t he rider , upon re­
covery, expressi ng himself qu ite satisfied
as to it s stopp ing powers.

As is to be expected, the engine is at
most t imes completely silent. The exhaust
is al ways ina udible, owing to the f act t hat
the design er has in geniously connected up
t he ta il pi pe to the a ir in take of the car ­
buretter. The exhaust, before enteri ng the
ca r bure tter , is filtered of all such danger­
ous impurities as car bon mon oxide by
means of a normal type of a ir cleane r .

Fuel Consumption Figures

Great economy is claimed for this
system; our t est showed t ha t a water -ca n
full of petrol sufficed f or a journey from
one well-known town to an other, and the n
back again by a circui tous route. Thes e
figures pr ove t ha t the mak er's claim is
well-j ust ified.

Th e amount of f uel carried can be in­
stant ly see n f rom t he sa ddle, since t he
ta nk is made entirely of plate-glass ; wh en
the machine is not r equired the ta nk
forms an excellent aquarium, and t his f act
probably expla ins why, on dismantling
the ca r burett er to locate a fuel stoppage,
we fo und a small sea-hor se lodged in t he
jet.

Arriving at the test hill, a gradient of
3 to 1 bar 1, we engaged the H eretofore
ra ti o, whi ch , unfortunately, t ur ned out to
be reverse ; somewhat to our annoyance it
was fo und impossible t o disenga ge this
gea r, so the attempt on th e hill had per­
fo rce to be ab andoned and t he r emainder
of t he test completed rea r whee l fir st.

The ligh ting system, by t he way. is not
the least interesting pa r t of the machin e.
Again, Mr Up -Jenkins is t he in vent or. Th e
rea r lam p consists simply of a transparent
vac uum flask, in to which a red-hot cinder
is dropped at the begi nni ng of the j our-

ney ; as wi th coffee, the vacuum flask keeps
th e cinder hot up t o t wenty-four hours.
The f ro nt lam p, t hough gi vin g wonderful
illuminat ion, appeared to be somewhat
expens ive in upkeep, since it uti lises mag­
nesium r ibbon, fe d automatically f orward
by a r eel dri ven from t he f ro nt-wheel
sp indle.

Road-holding was, on the wh ole, ve ry
satisfactory, though at periods t he re was
some oscillati on . This was proba bly du e to
the f act that the desi gner, in order to pro­
vid e comfor t , ha s fitted ova l wheels ; he
conte nds that , if the ma chine is set at the
beginning of a j ourney with the wheels in
a "vertical" position in the depressions
between each wa ve in the road , the wheels
will turn to the ir "flat" positi on as the
waves a r e crossed, becoming "vertical"
again f or t he next depressions, a nd so on
ad infinitum, thus providing per fect ly
smooth progression . Ho wever, we were
un wise enoug h to leave the by-p ass on
whi ch the machine had been developed,
and the wheels at once became "o ut of
time" with the unfamiliar bump's; we r e­
ti med t hem on several occasions, but to no
avail.

Dual Purpose Mudguards

Th e mudguarding, thoug h r a t he r
unique, was fo und to be very efficient; it
consists sim ply of a st iff brush held firm ­
ly in contact with each tyre, Wh en the
brush es wear away (which occurs onl y
ab out once in t hree weeks) they can be
removed and utili sed as toothbrushes, the
se mi-circ ula r gap made in th e bri stles by
th e tyre tread ena bling the wh ole of t he
f ro nt teeth to be cleaned a t once .

It was wit h genuine reg re t t hat we part­
ed compa ny with the Up-Jenkins Special ,
havin g inad vertently used its its hydraul ic
brak e again.

With acknowledg ement to " Th e ;\1ot.OI· Cycle"
1.'130 and to Chris Chas t.on w ho brouoht. it to our
attention!



POST VINTAGE ODDS AND ENDS
by Gordon Vogtherr

-

Some time ago , several of us who are
interested in Post Vintage Vehicles decid­
ed to make a full weekend by looking up
various cars, as well as attending the
AGM of the Vintage Car Club in Welling­
ton.

Saturday morning saw us on the way at
a respectable hour in the D.K.W. meeting
up with another enthusiast in Palmerston
North who is an MG Car Club member,
owning a TFI500.

Whilst in Palmerston we looked up a
1938 Triumph Dolomite Roadster, which
turned out to be quite a good car although
rather badly in need of rebuilding. The
car is whole and original, but at present
the owner is rather busy in building a
home. It is believed that this is the only
car of its type in New Zealand, and the
owner would appreciate any news of other
Dolomites or Roadsters which may exist.

Travelling South we made a call at the
Wreckers Yard at Ohau. How often have
I wanted to stop' and spend a quiet half
hour in this yard just looking around, but
each time we have been in t oo much of a
hurry, or I would not dare ask my wife
to sit around and wait. We were all in
agreement for not having called before,
and spent an interesting time there look­
ing over his "stock". A few bits were
picked up before moving on again towards
Wellington.

After a rather late lunch at Paekaka­
riki, our next stop was to look up the
owner of a supposedly 1939 WA 2.6 litre
MG saloon. These are a pretty rare beast,
even in England and as it is some 25 years
or so since I saw and drove one of these
cars the thought was quite exciting. How­
ever the owner was not very co-operative,
wishing not to show the car to anyone
until it was roadworthy.

This is the first time that I have come
across anyone with this attitude, but one
must respect a persons wishes. We do feel
P AGE FOURTEEN

however, from the little of the car that we
did see that the car is in fact an SA 2 litre
saloon, still a rare vehicle in N.Z. The 2.6
had certain features that make its ident­
ification quite easy, such as front bumper
with a dip in it, spare wheel in near side
front guard, octagonal instruments, and a
"V" shaped radiator.

Next on the list was a 1938 VA type
g litre MG tourer which I have been hop­
ing to see for some time. Eventually we
traced its whereabouts to a premises at
Rongatai, and at first had some difficulty
in finding the car at all. However we soon
found the chassis hanging up on the wall,
and after some hunting around various
bits and pieces, together with several
boxes of parts, readily identifiable to any­
one who knows VA's.

This was a classic case of someone in­
tending to rebuild a car "according to the
Book", and commenced by stripping the
car completely down to the last nut and
bolt. The present owner of this heap of
bits feels that the previous owner must
have gone berserk, because there is virt­
ually nothing left assembled, including
brake wheel cylinders and steering box.

The person whom I had lined up for this
car soon got cold feet, feeling that al­
though the whole car may be there he
would rather pull it to pieces himself
rather than piece together someone elses
mess. I sympathise whole heartedly.

By the time we had left the owner, and
had some tea, the A.G.M. was well under
way. It was quite obvious that the whole
job of compiling and printing Beaded
Wheels and the Supplement is a vast job
requiring the assistance of the special sec­
tions in the compilation of their respective
articles. It was good to see such a well
attended meeting of men, and women, who
are genuinely interested in the Vintage
Car Club throughout N.Z. After a long
day we eventually retired to bed about
11.30 p.m.



Whilst waiting for the Executive meet­
ing to start on Sunday morning we went
round to Seatoun to see the Wahine lying
out in the Channel. At that stage there
were no salvage vessels ti ed up , and it
seems hard to believe that 51 people could
lose their lives so close to land.

Sunday morning was busy with the E x­
ecutive discussing the rules relating to
P.V.V. cars, and it would appear that the
rules will stay as promulgated at present.
We were anxious to see how the 2 litre MG
tourer belonging to Warren Johansen of
Auckland fared. Altogether three vehicles
were nom inated for acceptance, and it was
to the credit of the Executive that they
turned down t he Bob Oakley Speed 20
Alvis. Bob had only own ed the car for a
month and was NOT r estor ed. Apart from
this the car has been shortened, together
with other non original modifications. I
feel that when the car has been fu lly
r estor ed that it will r eceive more favour­
able consideration. The Riley Kestrel, and
2 litre MG were accepted, thus making a
total to da te of 15 P .V. Vehicles in New
Zealand.

On the way home we called to see Bob
Kenning at Lowe r Hu t t , who now owns

---------_.-

ex LyeIl Boyes 1939 VA type 1 -~· litre MG
Dr ophead. This car is now in the right
hands as it looks a great deal tidier than
when I saw it last. From there we carried
on to see John Southward, where the 57C
Bugatti claimed our attention for some
time. It so happened that three of our
team had not seen a Bugatti in the flesh
before. But lurking in a corner wa s the
star of the trip, namely the ex Doreen
Evans R type Racing MG Midget. This
car provides tremendous potential, as
there were only 10 R types built al­
together, this car being Chassis no . RA
0253. Those being famil iar with MG num­
bering will pick that as was done quite
often Chassis numbering started at 0251.

After MG's quit racing McEvoys
design ed an d built three twin cam heads
for t he Bellevue Garage R types and this
car is one of only three cars so modified .
More will surely be heard of this car, and
perhaps J ohn can be persuaded to write
an article on the complete history of this
car.

Needless to say it was late before we set
off for home but we did enjoy the week­
end , and learnt quite a bit into the
bargain.

NORTH IS,LAND RALLY
TA.URANGA

Easter, 4-7 April, 1969
SPONSORED BY SH ELL

Competi tive Tou ring Run, Te am Event, Concours - Social and Dinn er

Good Accommodation and Food

Vintage, Ve teran and P.V.V. Ca rs an d Motor Cycles

Entry Forms available from:

The Secreta ry,
Mrs W . R. Janes,
37 Church St ree t,
Tauran ga.

Accom modat ion Closes 30th November,
1968

Or your Club Secretary

Ent ries close 3 1st January, 1969 .

Late Ent ries accepted with fee, up to
28 th February, 1969
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WHAT WE DID ON FATHERS' DAY or

How to find 20/60 Vauxhalls

by Denis Pickeri ng

We all know that the more spa res a

bloke collects, the more secure he fee ls.

They can be collected a little at a ti me, or

as a parts car. We ll, severa l years ago two

of our Branc h Stalwarts were out in t he
Upper Bu ller, testing t he abilities of a

r ecen t ly acq uire d Land Rover . To t est its

paces a lit t le, and t o penetrate unknown

pa rts, they went up in to the Wilds of the

Ho ward, across creeks and over hill s un ti l
there wa s no more road, or track, or any ­

thing, and there, too , sat a virtu all y com-

plete 1927 20/ 60 vauxhall , once a to urer ,

but cut into the inevi table ute.

This sur pr ise packet of in for mation wa s

quickly passed on to Andy Beattie, well

known for hi s very ni ce (a nd or ig inal)

20 / 60. E nq uir ies from the land owners

located the owner of sa id derelict , wh o had

a ba ndoned the ca r . Wi th the owne r f ound,

an d the pric e agreed upo n, the tran saction

was complete. But the ca r stayed where it

was for many months, un til Andy set out

Photograph by K. Ivory.



to retri eve the wh eels and fit respectab le
tyres.

Event ually, nearly t wo years after the

init ial discovery, An dy, t he or igi nal

finders and Scribe set out in the same
La nd Rover (4 wh eel drive and 8 spee ds

are usefu l whe n towing ) one fine Sunday

(actua lly Fathe rs' Day, 1966 ) to retri eve

the Va uxha ll.

Some 85 miles later , havin g crossed the
Hope Sa ddle (2082 ft) and aro und Devil' s

Ga te, up the Buller and in t o the rough of

the Howard, and there she st ill sat, on

blocks, but showing a classic line in spite

of the wooden deck and cab.

It did not take long t o fit th e wheel!",
unl oad th e wood and boulders, fit a cush­

ion on the seat spr ings, pic k up all the

loose pieces, bolt up' the rigid tow ba r, oil
diff. and rem ove dri ve shaft. (This

r evealed the smashed pini on , mor e's the

pity, that ended her da ys.) Off we a ll ge t,
erawling in and out of deep creeks . A

brief sto p f or lu nch, t he n on to the main

road . H ere our official ph otographer j ust

had to in clud e a shot of veh icles and A.A.

sig n posts at the crossroads, and they, at

his f eet , was a perfect ly good Model T

to ure r door! This was prompt ly added to a

few rims a nd odd pieces already found .

Looki ng like Stept oe and Son, with

Andy f eeling very cold in th e Vauxhall,

course was se t fo r Nelson. In man y places

th e case wa s one of bein g du sted off rather
tha n blown out of the Vauxhall , fo r du st

sections were common ove r road works.

A heavy ca r, the 20/ 60 was loath to

fo llow the tow, and we zigged a nd zagged
close r to home, without man y inciden ts.

Th e brakes did ca use t ro uble wh en tried

coming dow n Sp ooner's Range, but this

was soon r emedied by cutting t he brake

cables!

F or such a derelict, there were man y
origi na l parts on her, including the glor ­

ious Griffin radiator cap! All engine parts

were un touched, tool box, ki ck plates,

cra nk handle an d whee l pulle r, side win­

dows, and othe r pa rts, all were still t here !

The story behind the car is not a ll kn own ,

but she was runnin g around Murchi son

abo ut 1962/63 as a hack.

Much later in the afternoon , whi lst

r unning f r eely down the Clark Valley an

old Chev. 4 truck wa s spotted on a farm,

and th is necessit a ted a sto p . Th e usua l

j unk of an old fa r m stead, with an equa lly

old owne r, both in teresting, but the mor e
interestin g pieces were not to be parted

with. A most in t ri guing, and even lovely,

a lloy casting was see n. This, very Engli sh ,

an d probably Arral J ohnst cn en gine, had
Cl. 5 bea ri ng crankshaft, bro nze bearings

and 4 separate T head cylinder blocks

bolted to a deligh tful alloy crankcase and

sump. (I t had been brought home, fo r the

bronze bea r ings mi gh t become useful as

bushes, so the old bloke sa id !) Thi s plus

Cl 501 Fi at f ro nt end etc. are still t he re .

Well, we all got home, in cluding the

Vauxh all, and what is to be done with her.

She could be re-built, t he rear half of the

body could possibly be fo und, there again
t he chassis and runnin g gea r could mak e

an exce llent 4 wh eel trail er fo r And y's cur ­

r en t r esto r at ion , a 1911 Martini, so that
he could challenge both vintage and

vete ran concou rs in one f ell swoop . An y

way, its all good spa res, whi ch ma y as

well be in captiv ity as out in t he wilds of

th e Howard r iver.
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SOUTH ISLAND RALLY

SHOWGROU NOS,
CHRISTCHURCH

EASTER, APRIL 4/7, 1969

FIRST CLASS FACILITIES

AMPLE ACCOMMODATION

Hotels, Motels, Private Hotels and at the
venue Cab ins of a good standard, Ca rava n
Sites, Tent Sites, a limited number of

Caravans, and Sleeping Bag Alle y.

All Meals Available

Contact your Branch Secretary for an
Entry Form or wr ite to :

The Secretary, Canterbury Branch,
Mr N. C. Skevington, Box 5, Belfast.

Entries Close Friday, January 31, 1969.

GIVE YOUR CAR
FINEST ENGINE
PROTECTION

WITH AN

OIL FILTER
MADE IN NEW ZEALAND BY GENERAL MOTORS

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GENERAL MOTORS DEALERS,
GARAGES AND SERVICE STATIONS.
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(a) Inner cleanliness (advt.) a good
thing

Breakdown of Formula
Let us ignore the square root symbol for

the time being, mostly because I can't do
it on this typewriter and hope the printer
gets along with it better.

Status Symbol In the modern idiom
this denotes or rather betrays a facility
for fiddling overseas funds and is hand in
glove with one-upmanship. In Vintage cir­
cles it is matter of taste perhaps tempered
with nostalgia and something you couldn't
really afford either to buy or garage let
alone restore. Having acquired it you can­
not less than adore it because if you try
to flog it off, the true value becomes pain­
fully apparent. This factor is usually the
subject matter of the game so the best
play can be observed where the protagon­
ists status symbols or vehicles are from
the manufacturers of similar but rival
firms or alternatively, manufactured on
opposite sides of the Atlantic.

Ego This is self-esteem expressed as
self-opinion and is infinitely variable but
unlike some early transmissions where
friction provided the drive, here lubricant
raises the ego limited only by 10.15 p.m.,
lack of cash or double vision, whichever
onsets first. Other influences prevail such
as:-

THE LINE - SHOOTING GAM',E
by Smoke-ring

With the experience of Winter, less knows what treasured local "buckets of
motoring and more nattering, the offering bits". On those occasions where the game
is made of a formula establishing an concludes a timed run, hill-climb or rally,
Index for the "Line-Shooting Game". pilot and navigator may discreetly lay
After all we have a consumer-price-index odds on likely winners, noting such fea-
and are constantly reminded of road tures as tousled hair, motifs on pull-overs,
fatality facts and figures so let's have an leather patches, type of moustache, early
index of our own, free from the Govern- or late keenness to shout and other signi-
ment controls which daily seem to be en- ficant data such as far-away look in the
croaching on our whims and liberties eyes and smoking habits or affectations.
(blinkers on a 30/98, pahhh ! ! ! a pox You get the picture so now on to the
on officialdom). rules which are best exp1ained by a break-

It is therefore recommended that the down of the formula which is:-
"Line-Shooting" season be officially open-
ed on July 1st to compensate for the STAT~ioSYMBOLequals FLATUS FACTOR

expiry of registration and to provide an
inexpensive alternative to the actual en­
joyment of vintage motoring or perhaps
as an excuse for not getting on with a
restoration job. Of course there are some
who play all the year round but this lacks
balance and is liable to exhaust the reper­
toire.

The game is played by any two pro­
tagonists but as many friends, Romans,
countrymen who will lend you their ears
may join in. Scoring is done by an Ear
count, previously around 6.20 p.m. on the
pavement outside where by that time it
was drier underfoot and the visibility
clearer, now however, that our civilisation
parallels that of the Old WorId and now
even some Australian States, decisions
may be deferred until a much later hour
and the results broadcast amidst bursts
of song. Not that anybody ever wins, yer
can't win, it's the game that counts. The
players line up with the right foot (or left,
as the case may be) nonchalantly relaxed
on brass rail after a hard day's heeling
and toeing. Any stools available should be
graciously offered to Ford T owners to
enable them to rest all three feet. Play
should not commence until suitable com­
ment has been made on the colour, flavour
and clarity of the amber liquid catalyst
or lubricant and the pump-master primed
as after all he is another pair of ears and
may know the whereabouts of goodness
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(b) Guilt complex (bad thing ) induced
by withhe ld secret kn owledge, e.g. soften­
ed skew-ge ars, un traceable bur ning smell,
it inerant she llac, f or gotten split -pins, ep il­
eptic gears, welded drop-a rm, general
crystallisation, conce aled fe ncing wire,
t rans pose d number plates and or blue
sticker, wa r rant of fit ness t welve months
out of phase, lapsed insurance, st arving
wif e and kid s, unpaid bills. An y or all of
these undermine the ego and lessen the
pow er of argument fo r if you t ake an­
ot her look at the equation it will be eas ily
seen that the status symbol is divisible by
th e ego and doesn't leave you mu ch to
square root about.

So - let battle commence. Opening
gambits such as "that old bomb of yours"
a re a bit heavy fo oted and th e use of the
word "heap" is lik ewi se to be deplor ed.
Now if th ose dart-playing peasants in the
far corner would lessen their noise a little,
one could perhap s bette r appr eciate the
sheer art istry of a potential winner with
a super -charged Bacardi ego and f ar-away
look in the eyes murmuring something
about sa vour ing the brit tl e f r agrance of
a Bu gatti exhaust war ming-up in the pad­
dock at Prescott, blue-bells underfoot and
the t rack snaking upwards thro ugh the
semi-sha de of dotted oaks and elms, the
car -pa r k packed with Hi spano-Sui za,
Isot ta-Fraschini , Au st r o-Daimler and
ot her double-barrelled marque s, hi s own
moun t regrettably out of acti on with sick
mag. (but probably impounded by cre d­
itors or scr ut inee r ed out with visible can­
vas) . . . well played Sir! ! !

All this is a bit mu ch f or sever al pairs
of pink ea rs who gravitate along the brass
rail to where a more vocife ro us cont ender
is deliberating on the limpet-like corner­
ing ability of a Lioness 3} litre j ob fitted
with mul tiple f r ict ion dam pers and triple
expan sion modifications to transmi ssion­
drum brake . No far-away look in the clear
blue eyes of this r uddy-faced cont ender
bu t wi th shoulders squared and sw ung t o
every t ight cor ne r, he sweeps across the
ba r a right ar m which skittles a coup le of
handles and adds to the general tumult
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scoring a fe w more bash ed ea rs in the
process.

exc use me for a minu te while I take a
to ll-call .

Oh, that was only t he lVLP. for Mana ­
whenua offeri ng the r emains of a partly
submerged Detroit he had tripped over in
the dark while wading out to the mai-rnai
0 11 his new fa rm - just a hobby you
kn ow bu t the shooting is good, you mu st
come out some t ime. Th e offer was politely
declin ed and I didn't t ell him the boys had
done over the proper ty yea rs ago and
acquired an ything worthwhile that's for
sure. After all , he only wanted to get rid
of some shin-barking junk bu t it was as
good an oppor tunity as any to shoot hi s
parti cular line.

Whil e on the subj ect of phone calls , how
about the offering of a Pullman seven
passenger saloon, 2 occas. face/fd , ex
Royal Tom' , driver's par t it ion, not quite
vintage but must be pretty near. Would
restore good if you got rid of t he mud­
gr ip ty res borrowed f rom a ligh t tractor,
bit scratc hed here and the re got a t ow­
bar tho, no, the sliding roof doesn't work
and the gear -box a bit noisy ... excuse
me, did you say on a pig farm an d doubles
as a gro und to air tender for a top-dessing
plane . Oh the upholstery used t o be better
did it, that was before the kid s smashed
a bac k window about the time the f owl
house got blown over ... won' t be avail­
able till afte r the hay-making, how mu ch
did you say? no, not interested personally
but we'll put it in the newsletter, lin e
wanted f or a toll call, whew! thank good­
ness.

To get back to the index, formula,
equa t ion or whatever it wa s, the end re­
sult Flatu s F act or is gov erned by Boyle' s
La w whi ch you will r emember states :­
"The volum e of a gas is in versley propor­
t iona l to the pr essure" , or does it ? In any
case I fee l mu ch relieved having got rid
of some hot air and after all, open con­
fession is good fo r th e soul. If you can't
understand these junketings try reading
James J oyce. I have and fai l t o see why he
should have it all his own way let alone
get pai d fo r it.



CAR ... I I

I
~

-with acknowledgments

My car is an old ca r ; it look s old.
It ha s no "New Look", it looks like a

ca r - a man's car. You ca nnot conf us e the
front with the back. The radiator is up in
the front for anyone to admire, and the
t hing you put the water in through is
ri ght on the top. It has one wind-shield;
it f aces the f r on t. Also the lights are dif­
f erent; the one s in the front a re large and
light up the road. They are not part of t he
f ende rs or bod y. The rear lamps are
r elatively small and red . One is attached
to the number plate whi ch it lights up.
When I reverse into things I bend the
plate straight again : there is no glass to
break or body panels to crumple. From the
outside I can see all four wh eels. They are
very big and ugly. 1 can cha nge a wheel
in two minutes wh ile ke eping my dinner
j ac ke t clean (1 own a dress s uit as well .)
It is not necessary to cr aw l under the car
to cha nge a wheel. The spa re tire is on the
outs ide where 1 can get at it.

Th ere are no modern improvem ents on
my car. There is very little t in or chro me
eithe r . There is no independen t f ro nt sus­
pens ion to get out of adjustment. If 1 do
not dri ve much faster t ha n 80 m.p.h. my
tires will last longer than some modern
engines. There is no heater in my car;
warmth radiates from t he exhaus t sys te m
in the ri ght quantities. Th ere is no radi o
to distract me when driving nor to annoy
ot he rs wh en 1 am parked. 1 get my music
from the qu iet hiss of the carburettors,
t he bass burble of the exhaust, the power­
fu l whine of t he gear box . It is best to
listen to th is concert when t he car is in
motion , there being a better balance be­
tween ba ss and percussion . When I am
dri ving 1 humm al ong wi th the accompani ­
ment. There is no hydraulic ma ster

GENERAL NOTES
NATION AL OFFI'CE :

F ollowing on the very f ull di scu ssions held du r­
ing th e A.G.M. in Wellington r egarding the f un c­
t ions of th e Club Headquarters, we advise t hat
the Club Offi ce is now located in Briscues

to BDC Review, etc.
cyl inder to leak on my car; wh en 1 push
the pedal a se ries of iron r ods, assi sted by
booster, connect my wi sh es with the brake
drums. T hey a r e very large. The cr a nk
handle goes in a t the front - there is a
little hole f or it. If my ca r has a flat ba t­
t ery, 1 crank it and it st arts on a magneto.
In a spe cia l pouch a re all the too ls I might
want t o use when t inker ing with my car;
1 often just tinker with my ca r f or the
pure pleasure of it. When I do not want to
t inke r with my ca r , I do not tinker with it.

On my ca r 1 can look into the gasoline
tank to see how much gaso line there is
left. 1 do not n ecessari ly have to trust a
little guage. When my car has no oil pres­
sure or the battery is not being cha r ged,
there are dials on the instrument panel t o
te ll me . The only lights on this in strument
panel are to light it up at night.

The steering wheel is for steer ing wi th;
it is r ound and plain. My ca r goes exactly
wh ere I steer it. From my seat behind it ,
I ca n clea r ly see bot h fron t fenders. On
t he hu b of the stee r ing wheel a r e the
igni ti on timing and mixture se tting con­
trols. Also t here is an a uxilia ry t hrottle
cont ro l t here too; on a long journey I ca n
take my f oot off the accelerator pedal for
Cl rest. The gea r lever is comfortable for
the ri gh t hand ; it is very positive in act­
ion; it does not slip out of gear. There is
no need to pre-select a gear nor wait till
it changes automatically and mechanically
I just change it when r equ ired . The hand­
brake holds my car on any s lope.

In spite of its age, my ca r performs
ve ry well. It is very fast; it is quite noi sy .
It is very reliable. It has travelled seve r al
hundred t housa nd miles; 1 hop e to dri ve it
several hundred thousand more.

Buil din g (Lst Floor ) 225 Ca sh el Street, Chr is t ­
ch urch. Phone 74-003 and that offi ce hours are
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Th e Po st Office Box remains
uncha ng ed as 2546.

Th e Club Regi strar ha s hi s offices in t he sa me
su ite and correspondence can be a ddressed eit he r
to th e P.O. Box or direct to Eric Ga It, 63 H oon
H a y Road , Christc hu rch, 2.
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MARLBOROUGH VISITORS:
Marlborough Branch advise.

"We run two outings a month from September
to April inclusive and would welcome any mem­
ber visiting our district to join us."

JAGUAR AND S.S. MATTERS
(s ee letter to Etliior.)

Restoration of a 1936 SS Jaguar 2?! litre saloon
ha s led a Tauranga enthusiast to attempt to form
a N.Z. Register for these cars. .

During his work on the car, the enthusiast,
L. W. Patterson, a former owner of an SS11,
discovered that there was widespread interest in
these cars.

For instance, in Putaruru and Tirau, he dis­
covered that there were two Jaguar owners who
between them had an SS saloon, an Airline SS
and one of the Standard engined SSs.

Knowing of further restoration work on
similar cars in Wellington and Christchurch and
that the Jaguar factory in England could not
aid much with information on early models as
this had been lost during the major factory fire
of recent years, he has decided to try and collate
informations on N.Z. Jaguars, and start a
Register.

Basically this would deal with the earlier
models through to the Mark V, although it is no
way intended to discriminate against later models.
The reason for establishing a register of the
earlier models is to have some organisation
whereby enthusiasts could learn of similar models
to their own, have access to sources of spare
parts and information or be able to offer on an
enthusiasts' market parts or vehicles.

The register would also establish contact with
overseas Jaguar organisations and bring out a
newsletter probably on a quarterly basis but
mainly be as an contact service for enthusiasts.

Any Jaguar enthusiasts interested should con­
tact L. W. Patterson, 37 Smiths Road, Tauranga,
giving information of their vehicles, needs, or
surpluses, while any suggestions or aid for the
running of the Register would also be welcome.

REGISTRAR'S RUMBLINGS:
Please! Will members who have been written

to asking for "Further information such as
Engine or Chassis numbers etc." make a real
effort to reply in the near future.

And Please! In members files there are some
268 Register and Dating forms without photo­
graphs. These forms alI sent in over the past few
years have printed on the front in the instruc­
tions "At least two clear photographs of this
vehicle should be sent in with this form". If you
are one of these 268 people will you send the
required photographs and save me writing 268
letters. While on the subject, no new Register
and Dating Forms are now being accepted with­
out photographs.

The Chairman of the Dating Committee has to
advise that the following vehicles are now dated,
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56 88 93 113 123 124 183 184 198 237 247 265
501 502 508 522 537 538 539 551 560 567 571
573 574 590 612 625 629 631 633 641 650 653 654
656 658 659 675 680 688 712 719 728 729 734
737 749 750 751 752 754 756 759 760 765 766
768 79L 798 808 810 828 834 845 860 861 913
928 932 933 936 943 946 948 956 958 974 987
1000 1001 1002 1006 1007 1010 1013 1014 1017
1018 1021 1033 1049 1089 1105 1107 1110 1142
1158 1170 1171 1177 1181 1203 1210 1216 1220
1222 1223 1224 1242 1248 1249 1256 1264 1265
1268 1274 1275 1287 1288 1293 1304 1323 1339
1345 1246 1347 1348 1350 1351 1352 1353 1354
1355 1356 1357 1358 1359 1360 1361

POST VINTAGE
ACCEPTANCE MATTERS:

At the A.G.M. some correspondence between
Mr G. Tofield a member of the P.V. Sub Com­
mitte and Mr Anderson was formally adopted
by the meeting as being the Interpretation of the
Rules.
Tofield's question 1. Has a branch committee

the right to refuse to forward to the National
Executive an application for post vintage
status?
Reply A branch committee may not refuse to
forward an application to the National Ex­
ecutive. All they can do is recommend
acceptance or rejection.

Tofield's question 2. Is it necessary for the
Branch to recommend acceptance for the
National Executive to approve the applica­
tion?
Reply The final decision is that of the
National Executive and they could over rule
the Branches recommendation.

Tofield's question 3. Are Branch committees
alIowed to promulgate lists?
Reply Yes . Branch committees are allowed
to promulgate lists and to try to hold their
members to these. But under (1) above a
member has every right to put forward an
application for a vehicle not on the list of the
Branch and the Branch would be bound to
send the application forward.

Tofield's question 4. Is any specific information
required in reports from Branches?
Reply No. Just sufficient to justify their sub­
mission in their own opinion.

Tofield's question 5. Must the National Executive
consider the application only on the basis of
the report forwarded with the application?
Reply There are no statutory rules for
acceptance. Each decision is arrived at on its
merits and on the Data presented by any
party.

Tofleld's question 6. Does the acceptance of any
make, model, or year of vehicle create a pre­
cedent?
Reply The quality of the presentation of the
individual vehicle is the deciding factor with
decisions and recommendations. As the rule
stands, it is designed to prevent the estab­
lishment of precedents.



THE L,EVE.LS S,PEED DAY
by Brian Goodman

On June 15th the South Canterbury
Branch followed up it's Easter rally with
a full days speed events. This was held at
the S.C. Car Clubs new circuit at Levels.
The track is only 10 minutes drive from
the centre of Timaru and is 1.01 miles in
length. It has a very good surface and is
an ideal circuit for Vintage Car Club act­
ivities. The event was organised by a sub­
committee with Barry Goodman as it's
secretary.

Approximately 30 entries were received
and these were highly diversified ranging
from T Model Fords and Veteran Triumph
MIC to the potent and desirable C type
Jaguar.

The day got under way with all vehicles
being thoroughly scrutineered by Darcy
Nicholson and Brian Middlemiss, and then
the track was open for practice. This
resulted in Duncan Rutherford in the
Lycoming Special having a torrid time
trying to keep the nose pointing in the
right direction. Duncan cured this after
a few tyre changes and then settled down
to turn in some thrilling laps. In the MIC
section Bill Vietch on the 1936 Norton
International was without doubt the most
formidable combination of the day. The
Norton was performing very well and was
hitting around the 100 m.p.h, on the back
straight.

At the conclusion of practice all vehicles
were sent off in pairs for a standing and
a flying lap. This proved most interesting
and gave the handicappers a fairly
reasonable yardstick to use for the rest of
the day. As a comparison Ian Archibald
turned in a flying lap of 57 sec's in the
Jaguar while it took 1 min 37 sec's for the
Fords.

This left time for a few scratch races to
take place before lunch. These were,
naturally, dominated by the heavy metal,
with Gavin Bain in his 3 litre Bentley
driving most forcefully and having some
spirited duels with Mike Haggitt in a sim-

ilar car. Lunch was provided on the
grounds by our caterers and by all reports
this was a most enjoyable meal.

After lunch the handicap events got
under way and resulted in some close
finishes and exciting racing. Space would
not permit me to give detailed reports on
every race, but Williams in the Wolseley
tried very hard to catch Bob Scott in the
Fiat and just missed out by 100 yards.
Rutherford and Archibald were well
handicapped in the levels Grand Prix, but
came through with Geoff Owens taking
3rd place in the MG. Haggitt drove very
smoothly to win races 5 and 6. These races
were very cl 0 s e I y contested with
McKellar in the Lagonda holding his own
and actually winning the last race. (Rum­
our has it that the Lagonda was only
using 5 spark plugs until this race.)

The Mic. races also provided some close
racing. David Goodham and Ted Tolhurst
had a great duel in the vintage race but
the Velocette's extra gear told the tale and
the chequered flag fell with Goodman
about 25 yards in front. Vietch gained 2
firsts and a second including the Levels
T.T. Peter Henry gave a masterful display
of handling the B.S.A. and Sidechair. Eye­
witnesses claim that Peter was actually
sitting in the "chair" on some corners.
Ivan Taylor circulated regularly and
smoothly on the 1914 Triumph and picked
up a second and a third during the day.

Other machines to impress during the
day were Timm's Alvis, Hadler's M.G.
Dodd's big Vauxhall saloon, and Chaston's
Harley Davidson when it kept going.
Other disappointments were, Manger's
Stanton Special which unfortunately had
gearbox trouble and was a non starter.
Oddie's M.G. which popped and banged its
way around for a couple of laps, before
retiring, and Hassel's Cooper which broke
the driving chain with monotonous

Continued on page 29
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1913 TRACTION ENG,INE TRIP
(As told to Rex Porter by Joe Catt)

When I was fifteen I wor ked as "taller­
out" at Rathbo ne's mill (Kent Street,
Carterton) , Mr Tommy Rath bone dived
out of his office one morning after I had
been working there a few months, ca lled
me over, and sa id, "That blasted Jimmy
hasn' t t urned up today . We've got to get
the logs from t he bush. Think you could
steer old "Jane" , Joe?"

F ull of yout hful confidence I said, " I
guess so."

"Well, hop up and we'll see how good
you are."

"J a ne" , the old Burrell, had steam up,
and a rak e of three empty f our-wheel
logging t ra ilers and the "canteen" trailer
read y coupled. The engine-driver, Frank
Dixon, was alread y ab oard and as soon as
I climbed up an d t ook a timid grip of the
steer ing crank, he opene d t he throttle.

I had to crank f ur ious ly to get round
t he camel' of the shed, t hen f ull lock the
ot her way t o ge t out t he gate, and again
t he other way into the road. About 20
t urns it too k f ro m lock to lock.

"Yo u mana ged t hat all r ight, me boy,"
chuckled Frank. It was my first shot at
steer ing but as we hadn 't actua lly hi t
anyt hing, I suppose I was doing fine. It
was scary, t houg h. I had no control ove r
the starting, stopping, or speed. I COUL D
have re ached the throt tle val ve f ro m my
pos it ion at left on the pla tform, bu t I
knew F rank wouldn' t ha ve liked me inter­
fe rin g. All I had to do was try and keep
t he brute he ading in t he ri gh t general
directi on. Ste ering was cons idered a
min or duty to be handled by the driver's
junior ass is tant. Our f uel was scrap
wood, s labs and off-cuts, so there was a
lot of stoking to do and t he t wo-ma n
crew was needed.

Afte r half a mile F rank opened t he
t hrottle a bit and t he n got busy with the
stoking just as a sharp ri ght t urn was
loomi ng up . I cranked the wheel round
but must have left it a bit la te fo r we
nea rl y crashed th roug h t he fe nce int o the
gasworks. As it was, the hu bs of t he
t ra ilers all rattled along t he corrugated
iron f ence and t he mark can still be seen
",\(i \O: T WENTY·FOUR

to this day.
I expected a good telling -off fo r that

but Frank j us t lau ghed and gave "J ane"
a bit more throttle.

Wha t with t he smoke and hea t f rom
t he open fire -box door and my exertions
on t he steer ing, I was sweating, I can te ll
you!

P eople think of t he steam t raction
engine as cumbersome, and ex t remely
slow, but with empty t r a ilers, a good head
of s team, the high gear in mesh, and Cl

dri ver like Frank, we trundled along at
a good 15 to 17 m.p .h . Th at was plenty
fas t enough on iron wheels.

'Ye were now out of town and on a
narrow road that ran stra ight f or a
couple of mile s. It was so deeply rutted
t hat t here was no need fo r me to steer .
We jus t ran like a t ra in on rail s and I
was able to re lax on t he little padded
seat.

Frank too k pity on me a nd slowed well
down fo r the very sha rp t urn into t he
main road. Perhaps he had had a scare
there in t he past . All went well on the
te n miles to Mor r ison Bush logging-s ite
where Frank and I had a feed of t ucker
f rom our "canteen ", t he sma ll canvas­
covered t r ai ler t hat was always hi tched
on the rear. With logs loaded and a fresh
supply of f uel and wa ter, it was t ime to
set off on t he return j ourney.

Becau se of the heavy load we now ra n
on the low gea r and I had ample time to
cra nk t he s teer ing wh eel and to a llow fo r
taking up t he back-lash and slack in t he
steer ing -cha ins which amounte d to one
or tw o full turns. There weren't any
Warrants of Fi tness in t hos e days.

Once or twice a week we mad e a start
at 3 a.m. and went ri gh t down to Ka hu­
tara and back, 25 mile s each way. We
would get home abo ut 11 p.m , On one
of these trips, we had just left t he bush
camp wit h a heavy load of logs, and were
chuffing along very satisfactor ily I
t ho ught, but Frank, cons ider ing he could
get a bit more out of "Jane", t urn ed on
t he forced-draft. It certa inly drew up
the fire and sent t he pressure ga uge up.
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There was a sa tisfying incr ease in our
smoke and steam plume and I suppose an
infinitesimal increase in our speed. Kahu­
tara school was just out, and as we
passed a group of kids heading for home,
they all waved. yelled and pointed to
someth ing behind us.

"Hell, the canteen's on fire, J oe" , ye lled
Frank as he made a grab for the throttle.

The fo rced-draft on green slab mire had
been sending out showers of embers and
these had set ligh t to the canvas canopy
of our canteen trailer.

There wasn 't much we could do about
it but with a few buckets of water from
the roadside ditc h we man aged to save
the trailer itself and most of the gear
on boa rd. Our canteen caught a light
three t imes dur ing my few years with the
mill.

Every tr ip was an adventure. Whethe r
that was just my youth, or something
about steam and the pri mitive nature of
the roads, I don't know. Perhaps it was a
bit of both . There WAS something about
stea m, th ough . There wa s t he f r iendly
warmth of the boiler on a cold morning,
that pleasant, almost mu sical "chuff-a­
chuff-a" of the exhaust , and the feeling
of tremendous power, possib ly all a bit
glamourised now by the passage of t ime .
One is apt t o forget t he discomforts of
riding over steel wheels, hard manual
toil , grime, scorched trousers, burns and
gr it in eyes .

Letters to the Editor
Dea r Mr s Anderson,

I wonder if you could ass ist me. I a m in th e
proc es s of restoring a 1936 SS Jaguar 2 ~ li t r e
sa loon and in doing this have come into conta ct
with a number of peo ple engaged in s imila r
projects or owning early model sa loons .

As th ere se ems to be con siderable interest in
these models-in P uta r uru and Tirau for
instance, t here are three ea rl y mod els , a n SS, SS
Sa loon like mine and an Airline SS-I wou ld
like to see if I could es ta blish a Jagua r regi ster
fo r New Zea la nd.

This woul d deal with kn own ca rs a nd if the
response is ad equate I hope to get ou t so me sort
of newsl etter, probably on a qu arterly ba sis
detailing the ca rs and al so cove r ing r equ est
fo r part s 0 1' info rmation or part s ava ilable.

I have mad e cont ac t with t he Clas s ic J aguar
Association of t he D .S . and a lso t he Classic and
Histori c Ca rs ' Ass ociation of Au stralia whi ch

deals with 1931-1 942 vintage vehicles and if t he
interest is great enough wi ll through conta cts
in England and Australia join up with the Jaguar
a ssoc iation s there to give a n inte r na t iona l aspect .

I think t here is en ou g h interest to wa rran t a
register a nd would be ob lige d if you cou ld include
the accompa nyi ng article in t he Bead ed Wh eel s ,
which I get re g ula r ly and find mo s t interest ing-­
even if t here 's not a lot abo ut J a gu a rs! St ill, if
I could get the regi ster esta blis he d it cou ld be
a so urce of ma t erial f or your magazine, even
though t hese ca rs do not qualify a s vin t ag-e.

I will al so be writing to individua l car d ub s
a sking for th eir co-ope ra t ion in passing on n ews
of this attempt to form a register.

H oping you ca n be of assistance in this resp ect
I am ,

Yours sincerely,
L. W. PATTERSON .

:37 Sm iths Road, Ta ur ang a .

Dear Madam,
In rep ly to Mr Barri e Gr ant, "Beaded Wheel s",

J une, 1965, I think I ma y be able to throw somc
lig ht on the vehicle he is seeking.

According to the la s t known owne r, Mr
Mey ers , a P awnbroker and J ew ell er of Man­
ches te r Street, Chr ist ch ure h, th e car wa s on e
of three s pec ia l mo de ls built by the Packard
Com pa ny in 1932. Th e ca r wa s bought new by
Mr R . E . McDou ga ll of Au lsebr ook a nd Com­
pa ny a nd wa s used by him for many years .
According to Mr i\Ieyers t he price wa s well in
excess of tha t usu ally pa id for a ca r of t h is
breed , and t he ge ne ral lin es of the car conveyed
a n unusual elega nce f or a car buil t in th e
depression years.

The body wa s a clo se cou pled t wo -doo r saloon
with wire wh eels and a rather g racef u l radiator
a nd boot treatment. Mr Meyers , wh o lived on ly
a block or so from me, kept th e ca r in imma cu­
late condi t ion a nd virtually ever y- da y use. Thc
running gea r , ca re f u lly finish ed in a r ather bright
orange WIl S always spotless a s was th e Royal
Blu e and Bla ck coachwork. T he inter ior ha d
at so me time been re trimmed a nd t he se a ts were
covere d with clear plastic cov ers to protect t hem
fro m a ny s ta ins.

Mr Meye rs passed away some four or five
years a g o a nd his property and effec ts, includ ­
in g th e ca r, were so ld at Auction by Tonks ,
Nor-ton Ltd ., Lic hfield Street. The ca r rea lised
wa s I seem to remember £5 75, no t a terr-ibly
hi gh pr ice these days but rather startli ng then ,
hef or e ou r enlig htened clu b ha d see n fit t o allow
P os t Vinta g e ma chi nery in t o it s ranks. Th e
car was I beli eve purchased by a n Am erica n
ge ntlema n, ce r ta inly it has not been seen since ,
a nd perhaps a not e to th e Au cti on eers cou ld
g ive some further lead to t he fat e of t h is
unusua l machi ne.

Yours sincere ly,
GA VIN M. BAIN.

Sf) Merival e Lane, Chri stchurc h , 1.

PAGE T W ENTY -FIV E



BRANCH: NOTES
AUCKLAND NOTES

by Doug Wood

Despite the weather there is plenty of ac t ivit y
in our area , in all asp ects of the movem ent.
The J un e run , pla nne d and ad vertised as being
of "easy pro po r ti ons" , turned out t o be muddier,
t ri cki er and wetter t'han the entry of 24 cars
ex pec te d. H owever, like all N orth Shore runs ,
it was voted a success, C. W ood winnin g- in the
Aus t in 12-4. The event f or August was a
pleasant untimed affair in the f orm of a
Sca ve nger Hunt, 22 cars en ter ing', fini shing at
P arakai Hot Sp r ings. T wo members had their
first run with th e club, Frank Knight in the
Dodge Salo on and Merlin S to r ey in the "A"
T ourer, both f ro m Waiuku. Our en ergetic club
ca ptain ha s plenty of work ahead of him, w ith
someth ing diff erent ea ch month-an economy
r un for September, a rum our ed "hum-dinge r"
of a Hunua 100 plotted by Phil J ones f or
Oct ober, and a pro posed 24-hour trial , well into
the planning s tage, f or J anuary.

An Auction of b its a nd pi eces was held one
eve ning in Au gust, the building fund be nefit t ina
by well over $100. The function was very well
attended , with a ny a moun t of item s of the
wid est possible r an ze and condit ion , being sold
under Jim Lewi s' hammer.

Restoration, winter over ha u ls a nd r epairs are
nroceedinrr s teadily . Alan R oberts ha s me nded
th e damage ca used t o th e Veli e, despite its
hydraulic brakes . in a city traffic shu nt .
An g elique, th e club's veteran Ren ault. is gro wing
more imposi ng' month by m onth . Built in the
f orm of a pe r iod Charaba nc, Anceli uu e will prove
t o be not only a useful a sset t o the ~l ub. but £1150

an inspiration and a cha lle nge t o othe r clnbs
who are in the process of a s imilar ta sk. The
bodv has f our rows of seats, comfo rt ably a ccom ­
modating, with pan ora m ic views , a dozen
enthusiasts. On a platform at the r ear there
will be sto rage f or a f ew more "d ozen s". When
fini sh ed . the storv of An rrelique will make a
zcod ar t icle for "B.W."

Geor ve Mihaljevi ch is a lso deenlv involv ed in
t'he r ebuilding of hi s '45 R en ault, perforrnlnz
hi s usual f as t idious workmanship on this levi a­
than of a car. Chris W ood ha s star te d on hi s
Austin 20 Sp orts , though as th e bodyless chassis
has been lying- for veal'S in the open , it will be
a lonz job . Brvan Jack son ha s his t eam workinsr
hard on vari ous vehi cles, am ongst which is an
attractive Hup p 6 Tourer. H e r ecen tly a cquired
th e Roll s Tourer from Tauranga . Another new ­
come r to Au ckland fleet is th e beau t if ully
r estored ex-Blvde Aus t in 16 Saloon. which Les
Keys bouzht in th e W aikato. Sel. Bonnev was
successf u l in securing a r are 1930 P ontiac
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Tourer virtually comp le te in all details, which
ha s be en barn-bound f or ma ny ye ars. Barry
Bi rchall is cha s ing bits and pieces for a veteran
fo u r-c ylinder Ca dill ac, and the ex-All an Wallace
23 /60 cum 30/ 98 Vauxhall has been bought by
Ron Roycroft.

Odd item f or the Useless Knowled ge Column .
If your ca r, lik e m ine, should have a tundish b
th e tool kit, g o buy yourself a fille r funnel.

SOUTH CANTERBURY NOTES
by Danie l George

Du e to a combina t ion of letharg y resulting
from th e exert ions of running the Nati onal Rally,
normal winter hibernation , and the end of r egis­
tration, very littl e has happened on th e v intage
sce ne her e in South Ca nt er bur y during t'he last
fe w months . Som eth ing new for this branch wa s
a Te chn ical Even ing which wa s held in July.
Judging by th e quit e g ood attendance of mem­
bers wh o heard Da rcy Nicholson discussing a nd
illu strating th e various possibilities of r en ewing
mechanical parts , there is a ne ed f or suc h a
se rvice, and mor e eve ning s will be a rranged at
a later date.

Much interest is being shown by local members
in th e 10th I nt ernational R ally to be held in
Austra lia durin g April, 1970, and at a meeting
held recently to discu ss the vari ous p roblems
inv olv ed in go ing t o this Rally, 13 South Canter­
bury members attended, three more sen t
a pologi es, and there was al so one North Ot ag o
member present. No doubt quite a f ew of these
may fall by the wa yside in th e next 18 months,
but if eve n half of them eve n tually cr oss the
Tasman, it will be a very respectabl e ent ry from
a branch of th is si ze.

And speaking of s ize, the So uth Ca nter bury
Branch cont inues to gro w at a sa t isf ac tory r ate .
In just ove r a year, we have we lcome d 20 n ew
members to our ranks , a nd wh en eight 'drop ­
outs' a nd transfers a re taken into accou nt, the
m emb ershi p now stands at 88.

J im Sullivan ha s a dded a not he r Rolls Ro yce
to 'h is stable-this ti me it is a mon strous 1932
model known as a sho r t wh eel-b ase Cont inental,
but th e "shor t " wheel- ba se is in f act 12 feat,
Or igi nally fitt ed with a Sedanca de ville st vle of
body, it ha s been us ed in England until' quite
recent ly as a hearse. However, despite the f act
th at Jim owne d a 1925 Hudson hearse a few
yea rs ago, he assures us th at he has no intentions
of go ing into th e trad e, a nd ha s plans eve nt ual ly
to conv ert it to a n ope n body sty le.



CANTERBURY NOTES
by Gavin Bain

Following- the dec is ion made at the A.G.M.
in We llington to continue with th e " Bea ded
Wh eels " Supplement for a noth er f ou r iss ues,
Canterbury Branch Notes wiII be kept to a bar e
minimum in " Beaded Wheels" over the ne xt
twe lve months. It is f el t ho weve r, that som e­
thing should be p rin ted to ensu re continuit y in
the eve nt that the sup plement does eventually
prove to be eit her unnecessary or impractical
a nd is discontinued .

Th e a dvent of Sp ring ha s see n a noti ceable
ri se in t'he number of Branch members ven tur ­
ing- ou ts ide th eir f ront doors and on a recent
Saturday no les s than ha lf a dozen were seen
t o g-a t he r very ea r ly on this frosty morninp
to assi st in t he un earthing of yet another
in t eresting vehicle. Th e car in question is an
ea r ly, probably 1919 , fo u r-cylinder Austin 20.
This ha s been acq uire d by t ha t well kn own
Aus t in 7 exponent R oss H aynes wh o as our
hon oured Im m edia t e Past P res ident would hav e
said, ' ha s g-one f rom th e sublime t o the cor
blimey!'

The 20 ha d been w inch ed into its resting place
in 1938 a nd since th en ha d been slow ly cove re d
with old wood, iron and sundr y junk. No t only
cove re d I'm afra id, as th is rubbish was under­
nea th , in sid e and all arou nd th e ca r, a nd a ltho ugh
Ross did not exact ly buy th e ca r 'sigh t un seen'
he onl y sa w some 12 square inch es of it. T'he
ex te n t of this mass of junk ca n be better
a ss essed on th e re a lisa t ion that it took six
healthy men some four hours to clea r the car
r eady fo r ex tra ct ion. Eventually th e deed wa s
don e and a wire rop e produ ced and h itched to
a long suffe r ing 'J a g ' which pro ceed ed to sp in
it s whee ls , rev. it s engine and g en erally gasp
a nd smoke for some time bef or e th e new find
wa s drug tred down the 50 f oot drive with only
a n in ch to spa re at times . Th e st reet wa s
event ua lly ma de and th e r es cuers gathe re d r ound
to surve y t he prize and wond er if perhaps t hey
weren't a little mad , wh ile the loca ls ga t he r ed
round more than convince d th a t Vinta ge Car
e nt husia s t s must be mad .

W or ds ca n' t convey th e a ppalli ng j unk that
comp le tely cove re d t he pro perty w here t he car
wa s fo u nd, but Steptoe woul dn't have even been
in t he r unning ! Thirty ye a rs of junk is quite
a colle ct ion but a t lea st t he Aus t in is safe and
will be getting a comple te r ebuild in months t o
come .

SOUTHLAND NOTES
by Barry Barnes

Al th oug h there ha s not been much activity on
the Ra llying scen e la tely, t he Club has been
fa irl y a cti ve- first wi th t he acquisition of a 1924
Cha lme rs Fi re Engine and secondly wi th th e
buil din g of a 60 x 20 sh ed to s to r e it in, t ogether
wi th Clu b parts a nd a f ew restored ca rs belong­
ing to Club members, th e r en tal for whi ch wiII
help pay the cos t of erection of the she d. Funds
have also be en raised by th e a uctio ning of par ts
on a "bring and buy" basis , some $300 or so
being rai sed . It is amazi ng what member s have
lyi ng in their sheds whi ch wiII bring in a g ood
few bob f or the Club. Th is is a way of raising
fund s I would re commend to ot he r Branches.
a s it prov ides an extremely entertaining evening­
as wel l.

In Gor e, th e members there have just opene d
t heir own Club Rooms in t he form of a Nis san
hut raised on high pil es a s t he area tends t o zet
a little wet wh en t he Mataura river r ises. Th e
effor t inv olved in obt aining the Club Room s and
r enova ting it to a hi gh s ta nda r d is very com­
mendable and th e loca l members now hav e an
exce lle nt Il'a ther ing point and t h is is no doubt
a ssi sting t owards the rapid gro wth of memb er­
shin in t he area .

The Internati onal Rally in 1970 in Aust ralia
i" Dro ving t o be of cons ide r a ble interest to
South land members and as m an y as 20 ent r ies
cou ld com e f ro m thi s en d of the Island . Mot or
cycles are not surprisingly pop ula r a nd a mong
the in tendinz ent r ies are a 1924 N orton side ca r,
192fi Dou vlas , 1912 Matchl ess, 1929 Sunbeam ,
two 1918 Triumphs , 1920 and 1926 B.S .A. corn­
hinations, a vintage H a rl ey and a 1927 Triumph.
Som e of th e ca rs which ma y be makinrr the
journey are 1930 Aston Martin. J924 Bea rdrnore,
an Alvis 12 /50. a brass rad. "T", a Bentley. a
Chrysler a nd others. Some mem bers with some­
t hinz of a fleet are undecided wh ich one to take.
Even if ever yone can't ma ke it, Southland will
be t here with bell s on .

On th e rest ora ti on front , yours truly is work­
ing' fitf ully on a B.S.A. combina t ion with th e
intention of having- it finished in time t o clock
up a few mil es bef ore tak ing off to Au ssi e.
Howard Kin gsf'ord Smith has ha d the body fram e
on 'his 12 /4 Au stin van com ple te d and this will
he Southland's fir st r estored com merci al vehi cle
by Riverton next ye a r. The ot her delivery van
r estoration in Sou thlanrl. Alan Sutton's 1 92~ UT"
has come to a complete hal t with Alan's transfer
to W ellington, which will in due course, be
Well ington's gain a nd our loss.

Syrl Ayl in g' s flat tank N or ton is nearly com ­
plet ed-the mot or has been ru n a nd on ly a fe w
finishing tou ches are ne eded .

P AGE T WENTY·SEVEN



r

One of ou r new Gore mem bers, Gary H al e

has acquired a 1915 Ma xw ell from the Wy ndha m

a rea, whi ch is pre t t y com ple te me chanicall y. Th is

is a new make of Veteran f or South land . Another

new member, Al an Mill er has an ea r ly 1928 Model

A roads ter whi ch would be one of the ea r liest

Model A's in New Zealand . It has th e r ig ht

hand brake lev er and no outsid e door handles .

It has been exc elle nt ly res to re d and mo tored

well on th e Gor e-Te Anau Rally ea rlie r this yea r.

Recently a cquir ed by the brother-in-law of one

of our members was a 1924 Dodg e Tourer in

exc elle nt original shape and goi ng lik e a charm.

It has been owne d by one famil y since new and

has 15,000 mil es on th e clock , althou gh it is

likely th at it has done mor e than th at. Th ere's

no doubt that th e good low milage ones are very

hard to come by now . Lyall Ba iley ha s jus t

purchase d an upright 1923 Dodg e Se da n on 24in .

whee ls as s ta blemate for 'his 1919 cen tre door

"1''' seda n. Apparently, Lyall likes th e top hat

jobs. From the sam e pla ce came a 1928 Chev .

coach as spa res fo r Barry Ryan's Chev. Nati onal

tourer. One of our mem bers rec ently a dve r t ised

a Model A roa dster for sal e a nd was a lmost

bombarded with offers from Am erican s wo rking

on th e Manapouri p roj ect. Qu it e a f ew Sou th­

land ca rs will be go ing across th e water and

while so me of th ose are owned by enthusiasti c

ty pes, th e rem ainder have been pu rchased merel v

as a wa y of ship ping- f unds out of the country.

A t least one ca r ha s had a small fortun e spe nt

on it with a comple te restoration conducted by

pr of essi onal firms, while th e own er barely laid

his hands on it. In cidentlly , I un derstand he

ex pec ts to receive a fa ir r eturn on hi s invest­

ment wh en he re turns to th e St a tes . Judging

by pri ces adv erti sed in Am erican ma g a zi nes,

though , he may be in fo r a disappointment.

Welding, cutting and
all ied proces ses have
come t o be an integ­
r al part of our coun­
try's industrial life.

U nt il the adven t of
welding such methods
as riveting and bolt-
ing had been th e
pr inc ipa l means of
joining one metal to
another.

Pioneering t his field
Industrial Ga ses have
been kept abreast of
all practi cal and
s c i e n t i fi c dev el op­
ments overseas giv ing'
a so und ba sis f or the
co n s i s t en t I y hi gh
quality eq u i pme n t
th ey sup ply .

From ahumble beginning
A Complete Welding Service from One Source of Supply
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Cont in.netl from pat) « 23

regularity. Bissland's K.T.T. Velocette
was another, which did not live up to its
reputation.

The Evening function was held at the
Hibernian Hotel and turned into another
"Normal" V.C.C. Function. (Hectic)
Seriously, by this time next year we
should have all the bugs ironed out of this
event and will be able to turn on an event
which is becoming more in demand and
will prove an enjoyable days outing for
more and more members both competitors
and spectators.

Classified Advertisements
MEMBER OF VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF N.Z.

INC : Free for fir st three lines (approx. 25
wo rds); thereafter 10 cents per lin e (8
words).

NON-MEMBERS: 50c fo r first t'hr ee lin es or less;
the reafter 10c per line.

To be accepted all advertisements mu st be
typed and be accompanied by the necessary
remittance and must be in the hands of the
Editor not later than the 15th day of the mon th
before publication date.

Special d ispla y advertisements of cars for sa le
complete with photos may be inserted at special
and very reasonable rates, for details of which
service write to the Editor.

WANTED: Good 42 degree Ma g. for Indian
Power Plus. Carbon Brush Holders or generator,
complete for 1930 10/12 HarIey-Davidson. J. U. S.
N icol, 37 Holly Street, Avondale, Auckland , 7.

FOR SALE : 1929 Chevrolet, g ood motor. Can
be inspected at Broomfield E st. Amberley . Price
$50. Fhone 26J Amberley.

FOR SALE: Set of 1918-19 Buick Wi re Wheels
(knock-on type) , Diff. and Front Axle . De Deon
Front Axle (about 1901-03) and Hubs . H ead
Lights and Parklight of 1912-13 Ca dilla c. Apply:
Leon Pemberton , 12 Lach lan Street, Phone 284 ,
Temuka.

WANTED: For 1926 B.S .A. Motor Cycle, V Twin
770 c.c. engine and/ or gearbox in any order.
50 ° 2 cyl . Magneto and any other parts. Prepared
to buy, but would prefer swap car or motor
cyc le parts . Barry Ba rnes, 206 Bluff Road,
Invercargill.

WANTED : Stromberg T-2 and 2in . Carter (as
fitted to '28 Na sh Light 6) carburettors. Rob
Jacks, 284 Botanical Road, Palmerston North .

FOR SALE OR SWAP: Carburettors: Tillotson
JR3 and Model X, Zenith 33-VEM 2. Tyres: 5,
4-75 x 19 ; 1 4-50 x 20. Offers wanted. Rob Jacks,
284 Botanical Road, Palmerston North.

WANTED: For 8 h.p . De Dion Bouton, Carburet­
tor Water Pump , any Rear Springs , Brake Bands
or Transmission Parts. For 1929 T.T. Replica
Scot t , Bulb Horn. For 1908 Humber, Speaking
Tube f or Landaulette Body or any parts of
sa me, Pl ease contact: Gavin M. Ba in, 89 Merivale
Lane, Chr ist church , 1.

SWAP: 4 Cylinder Minerva Type A.D. parts for
Clement Bavard or other veteran parts. Write:
Gordon Hellier, No. 1 R.D., Gore.

FOR SALE : 1907 De Dion Bouton, 8 h.p. Voitur­
et t e. Dated and fully restored. Sensible offers to
Alan Meredith , 199 Tay Str eet, Invercargill.
Phone 89-747.

RILEY 9 Short Blo cks, 2, to take away. Phone :
T. T'imms, 69-779, Dunedin.

WANTED : Aluminium Rad iator Shell, 1924
Chevrolet. Must be good order. Bill Munro ,
Stoke s Valley.

FOR SALE : 1936 Packard 8 Roadster , restored
and excellent throughout. J. Senior, 5 Katui
Street, Au ckland, 9.

WANTED : 1928 /9 Riley 9 Mk III Tourer parts
or information. Harold Kidd, 39 Karaka Street,
Takapuna.

WANTED: 1912 /14 Swift 2 cyl, cy cle car parts ,
urgently required. Harold Kidd, 39 Karaka St,
Takapuna.

WANTED: For 1915 Studebaker "Foul''', Hood
Bows, 2 Rear Doors, 4 Wooden Wheels and
Rims to take 875 x 105 B.E. tyres. Also Manual.
R. P. Blyde, P .O. Hinuera, Waikato.

WANTED TO BUY: Tourer or Runabout ( road ­
ster) body for Ford Model T 1917-23. Guards and
running boards not essential, but will purchase
if necessary. Will consider anything-I 'm get t ing
desperate! If you have, or know of one, please
contact R. K. Sh erlock, 114 Estuary Road, South
Brighton, Christchurch, or Ring 889-536.
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WANTED : Lu cas FT 57 Foglight and Lucas
" Ne w Alto" Horns or Slat ted Fronts, a s fitted to
pre-war Riley, M.G., and ot her simi lar cars .
Gordon Voztherr, P .O. Box 71, Hastings.

ANYONE interested in 1931 Morris Min or
motor, vi rtually complete, together with Spare
Head, con tact Winstone Oliver, 1000 Oliphant
Road, Hastings.

FOR SALE : Vintage Chr ys le r Six, five seate r
ca r , 1926-27. Gen uine mileage 95,800. Hydraulic
Brakes. Good original paint. Chassis No. C.P .
976D . Good running order . V. A. McGeorge,
Rak aia (Phone 171) , Mid Canterbury.

SWAP : 1924 Buick 4 Tourer, no hood, but other­
wis e complete , plenty of sp ares, for English car
a bout sa me siz e or a little s ma ller , su itable fo r
restoring. Reply D. Kitson, Phone 83-936,
Pa lmers ton North.

FOR SALE: 1925 Model 0 Hudson Brougham,
se mi-res tore d . Spare motor , etc . Owe s m e $520
but am open to offers . Write to S. A. Lanksh ear,
88 Miro Street, Upper Hutt.

FOR SALE BY TENDER: 1932 Merrvweather
English ass embled Fire Appl iance,' Hatfield
Pump, low mileage, current r eg is t r a t ion and
W.O.F. Ma chine can be inspected at Gore Fire
Station. Tend ers close with the Secretary, Gore
Urban Fire Authority, P.O . Box 8, Gore , at
noon , 20th October, 1968.

WANTED: For 1931 Straight 8 Bui ck , Service
or Parts Manual. Spare Tyre Clamp and Wing
Nuts, RH. Side Wing Glass, 1 Headlight Gla ss,
Radiator Cap, Front Nameplate, 2 Side Lights ,
Camshaft Timing Gear. H . B. Rankin, 1 Tweed
Street, Roxburgh .

WANTED TO BUY : Vintage or Veteran Fire
En gine. Any mak e or mod el con sid ered . An y
condit ion. Rep lies to: S. A. Lanksh ear, 88 Miro
Str-eet, Upper H utt,

WANTED: M.G. Radiator Shell; J type head ; P
type block and cranks haft ; Front Ax le. Con tact :
Robert Wyber, 384 Stuart Street, Dunedin, Phone
65-721.
WANTED : 1928 A.J.S . O.H .V. 500 c.c, motor, or
any A.J .S. parts from 1927-31 (marked
G.K.M .RS.). Especially 250 c.c. "Lightweight"
1930-31 (Marked R or S. 12) . H ave pa rts for
swap or cas h . Will answer all cor res pondence.
W. G. Da lton, 5 Watson Street, Green Island,
Dunedin .
WANTED: Rear Brake Ass embly (Block Type)
for 1925 model "P" Triumph Motor Cyc le . Offers
wanted for 1931 Austin 7. Five new tyres.
W. J . Sorensen, P .O. Box 461, Haw era.

FOR SALE : 1926 Nash Tourer Aj ax Model ,
complete mechanically with body shell restored ,
with new val ances, etc., sound tyres , body to be
tr immed, guards to be r epaired, r ewire and r e­
paint ne eded . Price $120 . No offe rs . W. H.
Gardiner, Box 23-590, Papatoetoe East, Phone
POP 40-052 .

·. '\ r,0: i

~~ ~~._~ C. HUMIDN (1961) liD
55 KILMORE STREET
CHRISTCHURCH

Telephone 69-786

Quotations gladly g iven for-
REBUILDING VETERAN &VINTAGE CARS

RESPOKING WIRE WHEELS

RENEWING ROTTEN WOODWORK
Specialists in , ..

N EW BODY WORK CHASSIS STRA IGHTEN ING PAINTING
DOOR LOCK AND WI ND OW REPAIRS

GLASS REPLACEMENTS BUMPER REPLACEMENT SERV ICE

WE TAKE THE DENT OUT OF ACCIDENT

PA GE THIRTY



Through the years of automobile
history, from veteran and vintage to

the present day.

"~aeIS YOUR SYMBOL OF
QUALITY AND SERVICE

~
MORE NEW ZEALAND MOTORISTS

DRIVE ON FIRESTONE
THAN ON ANY OTHER BRAND



when ~ou need the power surge to safet~

The Protector
When you must over take you need a clear road ahcad­
and power. Met hyl Benzine overco mes power Iadc when
pick-up is needed most . Yo u surge ahead to safely, glad
you're running on Supershell , with the powe r to protect.

METHn BENDNE mo re than a pint in every gallon of

Supershell 11 0.8


