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B eaded Wheels is th e voice of th e V intag e Car Movement in New Zealand and of th e Clubs whose effor ts
are f ostering and ev er widening the inter'est in this movement and form ?'allying points for that ever
increasing band of en thusiasts. Th e [ascination. of ag e i tse lf or revulsi on. [rom. the fl ash y m ediocrity of
our present day is drawing an in cre asin g numb er of motoriste back to the individuality, solid wor th ,
and func tiona l elegance tha t was demanded by a mO?'e discriminating generation and it is to th ese th at
we dedicate-
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HAAST COM,P'ARISO,N SERIES
No. 4 TH E 1902 Crestmobile

by M. J. Poynton

-

When I started on the Haast Rally
comp arison series, of which cars from
classes 6, 9, and 7 viz.; Rally No. 606, 1928
Alvis entered by Alan Dray of Wellington,
No. 912 Chrysler entered by Charlie
Maxwell of Wellington, and Rally No. 766
Sunbeam entered by Colburne Wright of
Hawke's Bay, I intended to run the ser ies
concurrently but owing to other situations
creeping in from time to time, there has
been a considerable time lag in this series.
Anyway, getting back on to the job I
would like to present my selection for
class No. 2 which is veteran cars having
one , two or three cylinders, and veteran
cars having four or more cylinders under
1500 c.c. The natural choice for the class
is Rally No. 207 the 1902 Crestmobile
entered by Bill Delany of Wellington . The
Cres tmobile being the oldest car in its
class and consequently the oldest and
smalles t engined (capacity wise) to com­
pete in the International Rally.

The Cr estmobile story is in many ways
quite romantic and possibly unique in that
the car since its first ownership has
remained at the same address, 150 Evans
Bay Parade, Wellington, and it is only
the ownersh ip which has changed. The
Cres t Motor Company which manufac­
tured this car, were based in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, D.S.A., and only survived
in business for four years, from 1900 to
1904. The history of the Company is very
vague and Bill Delany has spent a con­
siderable amount of time in collecting
what little information that appears to
exist concerning the activities of the
Crest Company. It is known that the 1901
model cars possessed a De Dion Bouton
motor (presumably the 1900 model s did
also), while Bill's 1902 car has an engine
which carries the company's own name,
i.e. , a single cylinder air cooled motor with
an automatic inlet valve. It appears that
in 1903 the Company changed its poli cy
and decided to make a much more
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sophisticated car in the form of a sh aft
driven transmission with an 8 h.p. engine.
Rum our has it that this car was intended
to challenge the Model "A" Ford but this
did not happen as Ford went on to much
greater things while the Crest Company
went out of business. All in all, the com­
pany produced a number of cars of which
only three are known to survive, one
having a De Dion Bouton engine.

The Cre stmobile was imported into New
Zealand in 1902 possibly by somebody in
the Wairarapa but, be this as it ma y, the
Crestmobile has the distinction of bein g
the first car to be as sembled in Welling­
ton. As a point of interest it was also
the twelfth vehicle to be registered in
Wellin gton (registration No. WI012)
when registration came into force in
Wellington in 1906 . The proud owner, a
Mr Cerchi of 150 Evans Bay Parade,
Wellington, had a bicycle shop in Willis
Street alongside the Evening Post build­
ing where he started in business around
the turn of the century, and was possibl y
not concerned by the Cres t mobile's terrific
thirst for the thin profile tyres which it
has had most of it s life, for he empl oyed
a mechanic named George F oothead who,
among other worthwhile attributes, could
also manufacture bicycle tyres.

Commencing in 1900 and cont inuing on
till about 1920, Mrs Cerchi ran a Tea
Rooms called the Bellavi sta, and this mu st
have been quite a thrivin g business in the
weekends as many people used to wend
their way around the parade on foot or
horseback and would have found the Tea
Rooms convenient ly sit uat ed approxim­
ately halfway around the parade. The
parade as we know it today must be
entirely different to the narrow goat track
which existed in those days, and this
factor could have largely influenced Mr
Cerchi t o purchase the Crestmobile
because of its narrow track and ligh t
weight, as anything mu ch bigger would



have difficulty in negotiating the parade.
Bill has subsequently discovered that

the Crestmobile was burnt about 1904 and
it wa s at this stage that Mr Cerchi prob­
ably made certain modifications to the
body, i.e ., fitting of a "bonnett", wind­
screen and mudguards, etc. It is interest­
ing to note that when the car was
equipped with its original dog-cart body
it possessed a hood of some sort, pre­
sumably a sur r y top, but this had to be
removed as it offered too much resistance
and slowed the car down to a standst ill
in the wind, and also succeeded in blowing
the car over on at least two occasions.

Mr Cerchi died in 1932 and the car
which had been used daily up until then,
was put into the garage where the Tea
Rooms had been (originally the Crest­
mobile had its own little garage at the
side of the Tea Rooms as can be seen in
the accompanying photograph).

Mrs Cerchi continued to live on at the
house after her husband's death, as some

clause in Mr Cerchi's will had st at ed that
the property could not be sold while his
wife remained alive. Mrs Cere-hi lived
until 1943 and as Bill and family lived a
short distance away from the property,
they decided to purchase the old place if
it came on the market.

After the long legal proceedings which
always seem nece ssary to transact a
negotiation of this type, Bill eventually
found himself the owner of the property
lock, stock and barrel. As the property
was at this stage very old and had little
or nothing done to it for many years, it
took Bill several weeks of sorting and
cleaning up to ascertain just exactly what
he had finished up with in the way of
goods and chattels. By this time you have
probably guessed that one of the chattels
was the Crestmobile. There it sa t on rot­
ten tyres covered in dust and junk, looking
very dejected and the first thought that
ran through Bill's mind was that it would
finish up at the tip alon g with the other
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tw o or three truck loads that had already
gone. In fact, it was actually put on the
back of a truck to go to the tip by one of
Bill's hired hands and had Bill not arr ived
home at that very moment and decided
tha t the car sho uld have a tempora ry
reprieve a t least, that would have been
tha t, and no Cr estmobile .

Bill finall y got the house sh ip shape and
the family moved in and t he garages were
reno vated and t urn ed into sp ray painting
booths. The Crestmobile being very small
was t ucked away under a cover and t em­
porarily forgotten ab out until one day Len
Southwa rd call ed on Bill and said he had
heard that a veteran car race was t o be
held in Lower Hu tt in du e course and
wha t did Bill th ink of the idea of ent ering
in it. Bill says that he was not part icularly
keen on t he idea at all but Len's
enthus ias m and persuasive wa ys decided
him that at least it wouldn't do an y h arm
t o see if the old car would run and he
would jus t take it from there. Len ar r ived
one Sunday morning and after several
hours of tinkering and experimenting, the
car was eventually made to run.

The r ace that Len had been talking
ab out was, in fact, the Lower Hutt t o
Upper Hutt E vent which was sponso red
by Andrew Sm ith, a Lower Hutt business­
man in 1950, and it was run in conj unc t ion
with the newl y f ormed Hutt Valley
Motoring Club. Some of the vehicles that
appeare d on t he sta r ti ng line were the
Crestmobile cont a ining Len and Bill , the
1900 De Dion Bouton loaned to Rex
Por ter by its then owner, an old lad y

Bellavista T ea Room s with th e little shed whi ch
hou sed the Cr es t mobile in it s ea rly year s shown

on th e left.
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living in Carterton, the 1913 Maudslay,
owned and driven by Dick Moult, and the
1908 Calthorpe, owned and driven by Bill
Shiells. Unfortunately the Calthorpe
suffered gear box trouble soon after the
star t and so Dick Moul t had no compe­
t it ion f or his car, but th is however did
not give him a victory for the handsome
Andrew Smith Troph y which was donated
by Mr Smith to Wellin gt on Branch on its
f ormation in 1958, was join tl y won by the
De Dion and the Cres tmobile.

After the Lower Hutt t o Upper Hutt
race, the Crestmob ile was returned to t he
shed and was not ser iously though t about
aga in until about 1957 when Vintage Car
activit ies began to come into effect in the
Nort h Island as Wanganui Branch wa s
very act ive and t he separate Auckland and
Waikato Clubs had also done a lot f or the
movement in their own territori es . One
of Bill's big problems in those days and
this remained a serio us problem up until
a compa rative ly short time ago, was the
ava ilab ility of suit able tyres for the Cr est ­
mobile. As mentioned bef or e, t he original
t yres had bee n long since ruined and Bill
subse quent ly f ound that Germany was one
of t he f ew places in the worl d where he
could get a tyre that would replace the
or igina l American t yres.

The car was prepared in time to com­
pete in the first V.C.C. Na t ional Rally held
at P icto n in 1958 and th is was the start
of a long and varied compet itive career
for the car and bef ore the Ha ast Rall y in
1965, a complet e restoration. Two little
tit bits whi ch are well worth mentionin g
abou t t he car befo re it becam e Bill's
property, was that firstly during its long
retirement after Mr Cerch i's death, some
boys s ucceeded in breaking into the ga rage
and gett ing the car out letting it sit at
the bot t om of the dip. Th is apparently
hap pened on several occasions and one of
the neighbours always had t he j ob of
push ing the car back into the garage. One
da y however, j us t af te r the two prank­
ste rs had got the car outs ide and were in
t he process of removing the tw o side
lamps, the neigh bour a r r ived on the scene
and gave chase. One of the boys threw hi s
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side lamp back at the neighbour bu t the
second boy and side lamp got awa y and
this unfortunately is still missing . The
other incident which seems so hilarious
now, is that in 1942 when Mrs Cerc h i' s
health wa s failing, an auction was held
at the home and t he Crestmobile was
among the articles offered. Would you
believe th at no one was prepared to start
th e bidding at 5/- for it and it appears
that several garages were approached
a bout the car in case it mi ght have some
publicity value, but being war time no
one showed the sligh t est interest and so
th e car wa s pu shed back into the shed
and remained there until the afore­
mentioned events took place.

The specifica t ions of the 1902 Cr est ­
mobile "Runabout Model B" are as
follows:

ENGINE - No. 850
Single cylinder air cooled 3kin. bore by

31in . stroke developing ap proximately 3 -~­

h .p., c.c. rating approx ima tely 500 (with
these specifica t ions and the subsequent
fo llowing details it can be seen that the
engine bears remarkably close r esem­
blance t o the De Dion Bouton motor
tricycle engine of 1898) a detachable
cylinder he ad combined with an automatic­
inlet valve mounted in a detachable seat­
ing, and the exhaust valve below it is
oper a ted directly by a cam on the half
speed spur wheel. A surface vap ouriser
was employed and a battery and coil
ignition is used and originally the engine
ran at constant speed, no throttle being
fitt ed. Any variation in speed being
bro ught about by manouvring the spar k
control.

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS
Tiller steer ing, cha in drive two speeds,

no rever se fitted, column clutch and gear
shift .

Some of the advertisements which
appeared a t the time that Cres t mobiles
were in product ion are rather interesting
and the American adverti sements gener ­
ally read someth ing lik e th is :

The Horseless carriage for the novice.
The only ca r that can be really driven
a nd kept in repair by persons with no

mechanical kn owledge. Ca n be supplied
disassembled in three packages, engine,
ch assis and body parts. Easy to assemble
and maintain, no mechanical knowledge
requir ed . Starts from sea t , no vibration ,
gra nd hill climber , 100 miles per da y
without fatigue, car r ies luggage. Cheaper
a nd more useful than a dog cart and
horse for station work, pleasure drives,
or count ry touring.

The English advertisements were a
little more cons er vat ive. They r ead :

These reliable Ame r ica n cars a re priced
at 100 guineas. We are dail y supply ing
th ese cars to country gentlemen-army
officers, doctor s, clergymen, profe ssi onal
and commercial men-who have had no
previous experience of motors and wh o
are driving and looking after them with­
out the assistance of chauffeurs. We gi ve
pro spective purchasers exhau stive tr ia ls
free, by ap pointment, and all necessary
instructions.

When Bill decided t o enter the car for
the Haast Rally, he not unexpectedly
en countered sever al ser ious problems. The
main one being tha t the organisers who
had more than enough on their minds a t
this stage, were not too happy with t he
idea of a car which at best could only do
an average of 12 m.p.h., and with the
mileages envisaged each da y a nd in par­
ticular the long first da y hop, it was going
to mean s tart ing several hours before any
of the other compet itors. Another pr oblem
which was bro ught to Bill's notice, was
the fact that the Crestmobile might h old
up traffic for quite long distances at
certain stages of the Rall y. Bill st uck to
his guns and eventually won his battle
with the or ganisers and wa s allowed to
compete. He then set about preparing
himself, hi s family a nd of course, t h e
Cre stmobile f or the monumental task
ahead .

The family travelled in the Morris
Oxford pulling a caravan and the Cr es t ­
mobile' s trailer which apart f rom housing
the ca r a t times, a lso car r ied all t h e
necessary equipment to keep the car going
for t he ensuing peri od. Bill had been
acquiring 12 new tyres and as it turned
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with'liquid tungsten'

-
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1907, 30 h.p ., 6.cylinder Standard . The old est kn own surv iving example of the marque.
The 3,31 2 c.c, powe r un it has its cyl inders cast in pa irs, and wi th th e 'Roi de s Beiges' coach­
work as fitted the veh icle cost £470. 0" open road s, the ca r is still capab le o f 40 m.p.h.
and the petrol con sumption ap prox imate ly 16 miles per ga llon.



out these just got him through with
nothing much to spare, otherwise it was
going to be a daily routine of servicing,
scheduled maintenance, un scheduled main­
tenance and spending as many hours as
necessary on the road to get to the next
destination.

I scrut ine er ed and drove in the Cr est ­
mobile a couple of months before the Rally
commenced and it was quite obvious by
that date Bill had things pretty well
ironed out and the car not only looked
extremely nice, but was also in tip top
mechanical order and as ready as it could
ever be for its greatest test, the Haast.

Bill's epic drive over the period of
March 6th-18th , 1965, is well known, but
what isn't so well known is the fact that
the car was driven 1050 miles and to
achieve this Bill had to spend up to 14}
hours on the road on the long drive from
Chr istch urch to Pukaki , a distance of
approximately 180 miles. Before the run
could be started the next day a full
check over wa s required and of course
punct ures galore and the subsequent
using up of all the spare tyres. Remark­
abl y however, the only mechanical failure
proved to be a broken fuel line which over
all goes to prove the tremendous amount
of restoration work and service prepar­
ation that the car wa s given after each
long da y's run during the Rall y. After
listening to Bill 's account of his nightly
routine for preparing the car for the next
day's run, I just cannot work out how he
managed to get any sleep at all. It is
obvious that lVII's Delany and Linda and
Peter did their share towards keeping Bill
and the ca r in a fit state to tackle these
long lonely drives. As mentioned before
when driving a car which at best can
only average about 12 m.p.h. , even 100
miles distance is a full da y' s work and it
wasn't an uncommon sight to see Bill
walking beside the Crest mobile while
negotiating a long hill in order to spar e
the little engine from becoming red hot by
having to pull hi s weight up the hill as
well.

Well, this is all history now and is
obvi ous that Bill wouldn't have missed

this marathon for the world as it is some ­
thing he'll be able to tell hi s grandchildren
about when they come to visit him and
will no doubt want to know all about
grandpa's f unny old motorcar.

Since the Haast the car has been
entered in the majority of t he New
Zealand Rall y events and in 1967 Bill to ok
the Cres tmobile to Australia to compete
in their National Tour.

The problem of getting suitable tyres
became even more acute and Bill wa s
finally forced to fit modern rims and
narrow profile motor scooter tyres. These
however, look very similar to the rims
and tyres fitted to most of the sma ll'
veteran cars about the turn of the century.
From what I can gather th is manoeuvre
has permanently ironed out the tyre
problem and probably gives a mu ch more
comfortable ride .

In writing fini sh t o th is a r t icle I t h ink
it is only appropr iate that t he final word
should come f ro m Bill and below is the
little screed whi ch went out with Bill's
1966 calendars, rather fittin g don't you
think!

THE 6th INTERNATIONAL RALLY
AND THE CRESTMOBILE

The "old timers" pictured on this calen­
dar against the magnificent Southern
Lakes background are but a few of the
300 immaculately restored vehicles that
took part in the Sixth International
Veteran and Vintage Car Rally held in the
South Island, New Zealand, in March,
1965.

This historic event was the biggest
rally of its kind held outside Europe and
great credit is due to the organisers for
such a stupendous undertaking and et

re sounding succes s .
Compet it ors came from seven countries,

and of the 300 veteran and vin tage motor
cars and motor cycles t hat t ook part only
one or two were forced to re tire with
mechanical trouble and there were no
accidents.

There were 80 different makes of
vehicles represented, each portraying the
fine craftsmanship, engineering skill and
pioneering spir it of the makers of th e
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motoring history leading up to present
day development. The many and varied
features of these ea rly vehicles accounts
for the enthusiasm that goes into the
restoration and preservation of these
veterans of the road .

Th e Crestmobile, the smallest and
oldest in the rally, completed the course
und er its own power and apart from being
fo rced t o trail over a torturous section of
unsealed road on account of multiple
punctures and a broken fuel line, covered
1050 miles in nine days of motoring at an
average speed of 12 miles per hour. The
longest day's dri vin g from Christch urch
to P ukaki (178 mil es) , taking 14-?! hours.

The little Crestmob ile is quite rare and
has a unique hi st or y. Made in Cambridg e,
Massachusetts , D.S.A. The Crest Com­
pany existed only four years, from 1900
to 1904.

Evidence of the long period of tria l and
error of its des igner is indicated by the
fact tha t on parts of the chassis can be
clearly seen stamped 1898, running paral­
lel to Ford in the development of t he
American automob ile at the turn of the
cent ury. It was t he first car to be
assembled and the twelfth to be registered
in Wellington. The or iginal registration
number was W1012, the numbers com­
mencing at 1001 in 1906 when registration
came into force in We llington.

Here are its specifications :
J 9 02 Cres t.mo b ile . U .S .A. Cha in dri ve
"Runub ou t" Mod e l H. 2 s peeds
Se a t s two per-sons N o re vers e
S frur le cyli nde r N o t h rot tle ( ol' hdnall y) .
Ail' co o le d cuso fin e engine. Co lu m n c lutc h and g'ea r s h ift
Mn x. s peed 16·20 m .n .h . A uto mat ic inle t va lve
P r ice (i n 19 02 ) 8550 . Lat e r mode ls (1 90 3-4)
T i lle r s t eerirur s h a f t d r iv e.

As the owner and dr iver of the Crest­
mobile I should like to thank our staff who
eo-operatec1 in pa inting and refitting, to
customers, friends, well-wishers and the
many kind people who helped in some wa y
(many not known to me personally) with
the restoration of the Crest mobile to
enable me to participate in this memorable
event.

E. M. DELANY,
and the Cres tmobile crew.
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GENERAL NOTES
FROM THE ADMIN ISTRAT ION OFFICE

I ntending- member s for 1969 should f ro m now
on be advised th at if they def er thei r application
to May 1st th ey wi ll be finan cia l fo r th e yea r
1969170 .

Wou ld a ll memb er s note that a p ri nt ing error
was made in th e Cal endar of eve nts. Namely th e
1969 Labour Week -end R all y wa s listed as bein g
r un by Wellington Branch , and thi s is in correct.

Early in F ebruary all Branch Secretari es will
be advi sed of an y un finan cia l m emb ers in t he ir
Branch. If th ey collect th e su bscri ptions f r om
these mem ber s and send to th e Treasurer th e
Branch will be a llocated an extra $2.

PROGRESS REPORT­
JAGUAR REGISTER

by L. W. Patterson

A sma ll but r ather interesting r esponse event­
uated from Beaded Wheels publicity on t he pro­
posed formation of the N .Z. Jagu ar Regi ster
whi ch is aim ed at providing some r ecord of this
marque, es pec ia lly with regard to the earlier
models.

Mainly dealing with mod els up to the Mark VII
the r egi ster has already been informed of some
un iqu e ca rs, espec ially th e 1932 SS Saloon of R on
Roycrof't of Au ckland a nd the 1933 SS1 16h .p .
sa loon of Mr J . Arrns trong of New Plymo ut h.

Both of these ca rs would be rated rare any­
wh ere in t he world and in r estoring hi s car Mr
Arrnstrong ha s acquire d not only mu ch spec ialised
kn owl edg-e about th ese ca rs but also a substant ia l
stock of spa res.

Ca rs whi ch have been r ep orted to, or are known
by the re g ister include the 1932 a nd 1933 SSs, a
1934 SS1 , 1936 SS n litre o.h.v., 1937 2?; litre,
two Mark IVs, une 3?; and on e 2~ litre, a Mark V
drophead cou pe, and a Mark VII, a s well a s Ron
Roy croft' s Jagu ar special with 230 h.p. eng ine in
a tube frame, De Dion r ear end and Halibrand
type d iff.

Then there are the tw o ca rs at Tirau includ­
ing- a n Airli ne SS whil e th e SS1 or II which
"graced" the hillsid e outs ide Tauranga for many
years and belonged to motor cycle en thus ias t , Reg
Hone. ha s gon e down to Christch urch, where
someone - a s yet untraced - ha s a major
r estoration job wh ere the body is conce r ned.

With one of the a im s of th e regi ster being t o
source and pass on r equests for parts, t he regi ster
ha s inf orma t ion now wh ere parts for 1934 and
1937 ca r s, 1938 g and 21 li tre motor s, and 1947
2~ litre are available.

Althoug-h the r egi ster has barely sc r a tc he d th e
surface of th ose who could be interested p romi ses
of help f rom Au ckland and New Plymouth have
bee n fo r thco ming but t he South bland is repre­
sen tcd by only one owne r a t present.

Recen tl y, a branch of th e Jaguar Driver s Clu b
wa s fo r med in Rotorua and there is th e t ho ught
that t he reg is ter ma y link up with t his g ro up in
orde r to widen its sco pe of br inging in as many
as possible wh o a re in terested in th ese cars.

Those wh o are interested in participating in th e
r eg-ister should contact L. 'V. P a tterson, 37
Smiths Road Ta uranga.
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A VISITOR'S EYE VIEW OF THE HUNUA 100
by Max

Another Hunua 100 is over, and looking
back on it, I think it was probably the
most enjoyable Hunua 100 so far. Even
taking into account the fact that our
three lit r e Bentley came to a clanking
halt with a con-rod in two places soon
after the lunch stop, it was a jolly good
run.

There was no doubt about it. Huey, who
had been busy sending it down the day
before, turned on some suns hine, and the
Auck land boys, inspired by Phil J ones,
turned on a first-class fast to uring rout e.

It was not as fa st a touring r oute as
Gordon Pearce, who was dr iving the
short-chassis Red Label I was navigating,
turned out, but as Gordon said, it always
pays to have a few minutes up you r
sleeve. Th is caused me to say, on more
than one occasion, that a few minutes
might be okay, but was not a quarter of
an hour (according to my reckoning) too
much?

What with the magnificent Bentley
noises coming through the bulkhead, the
roar of the wind and the cheers of t he
passing populace, however, he just did
not seem to hear.

This made t imekeeping a little diffic ult,
as the pace was such the navigating
instructions came up in quick succession,
and with a 55 m.p.h . ga le swi rling over
the aero screens and trying to suck
essential ro ute sheets overboard, and the
magnificent view of exciting curving
metal roads being gobbled up under the
glea ming German si lver of the Bentley
radiator, t here was plenty to do without
worrying abo ut t ime.

I have found that one can get to most
checkpoints within 100 or so points of the
proper time large ly by instinct, anyway.
Gordon did not quite accept this theory, so
token gestures like looking at the mileage
recorder and then at the watch, and
scribbling a few figures down on the top
of the route sheet had to be made.

Most of the other cars in the Hunua
seemed to be in much slower sections than

Avery

us . I mean, nobody passed us. I suppose
they thought that since it was a Bentley
it should be allowed to travel at the speeds
at which Bentleys were made to be
driven. Gordon was quite happy, anyway,
and what with the set speeds and his
intention of keeping a few minutes ahead,
we got over the ground faster than some­
what.

"Exhilerating" is really the only word
than can describe fast touring motoring
in an open two -seater Bentley on a
brilliantly fine morning, with wonderful
panoram as of rolling far mland and the
Wa itemata Harbour visible beyond the
immediate stretch of the road on wh ich
we were travelling.

Add to this the thrill of zoom ing past
some beautifu l vintage and veteran ma­
chinery, the cheerful banter with check­
point marshals, the answering waves (and
the odd kisses blown) to the admiring
little groups which gathered at crossroads
and farm gates to cheer, and you have
all the ingredients of one of the most
thrill ing motoring experiences possible.

Mind you, we did not make all the
checkpoints on time. However, instinct
won out twice (although Cordon swore it
was looking at the mi leage recorder and
the watch and the figur ing) and we did
not lose any points on two of the morning
checks. Once t he directions were a little
beyo nd our comprehension, and we fo l­
lowed an American sa loon which proved
to be on the r ight track, but we are not
proud.

Once Gordon alleged we were being
bau lked by an American uti lity which was
proceeding down a one-way road (for
wh ich a safe speed would have been about
10 m.p.h .) at 20 m.p.h., but by having
to stay behind the utility we got to the
checkpoint bang on ti me . Which proves
something?

The merry band at the lunchbreak
looked as if they had not had so much
fun since they last grilled half a dozen
sheep over open fires, and after a good
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t uck-in to a plateful of greasy mutton,
washed down by the ice-cold sharpness of
a dry white (insulated by half-a-dozen
newspapers and mildly aerated by the
bouncing around it got in the back of the
Bentley ) we were away for a brief but
enjoyable run. The rally for us ended at
the top of a hill about three miles past
the first checkpoint of the afternoon. We
had a great run up the hill. As I remarked
to Gordon, the gear ratio was just right
for the hill. The three litre sang beauti­
full y as we ascended the metal incline, but
at the summit there was this na sty,
exp ens ive, discordant sound. It was
obvi ous she would sing no more mechani­
cal operas on the highway for a while.

While Gordon poked aro und in it s
inn ards through the plug hole s I hitched
an enjoyable ride on to the finish in a
12/4 Riley, where our host for the week­
end, Au ckland branch secretar y, Harold
Kidd, volunteered to tow us in with his

Willys station wagon. And this after he
had negotia ted the 100 miles plus of the
Hunua on a motor-cycle. It was fortitude
of a rare order, but of such st uff a re the
club's members made.

We didn' t have time to chan ge before
the dinner and social that evening, but
nobody seemed to mind the mud on our
shoes, and we gratefully accepted Bruce
Catchpole's offer of a ride home in hi s
Packard phaeton.
. Up in a Bentley, home in a Packard,
it was wonderful motoring all the wa y.
And Gordon reckons he will have the Red
Label on the road fo r the Tauranga branch
na tional rally next Easter. Mean wh ile, it
'means writing home to the U.K. for con­
rods, and mucking about with nuts and
bolts an d unimportant things like that.
It is driving cars that is important, says
Cordon. But what must be done t o keep
them mobile , and percolating as they
should, mu st be done.

-

HUNUA 100-1968
Auckland Branch big event of the year

is the Hunua 100, run on t he Sunday of
Labour Day weekend, and is always well
patro nised by members from clubs
t hroughout the North Island. This year's
r un was no exception, as we were joined
by cars and bikes from the north to the
capit al city, altogether 21 entrants from
out-of-town.

Under the rules adopted for the rally,
the route is planned by the winner of the
previous year 's event, in this case Phil
J ones, who pulled off the over-all prize
en hi s E ssex in 1967. About half the
distance is covered in the morning, when
a picnic lunch break is taken in very
pleasa nt sur roundings on a farm in the
Mangatawhir i Valley. A barbeque is
organised by willing and enthusias tic club
members, and there is a pleasant st r eam
nearby whi ch is a great attracti on for
youngs ters, the Hunua being very much
a famil y affair. After a leisurely meal,
the run continued for the remainder of
the hundred or so miles, finishing usually
about 4.30 p.m.

PA GE T WELVE

The locale is in, over, lip and down the
Hunua Ranges area and the surro unding
countries, t here being fortunately plenty
of roads, and not a few tracks, f or the
crafty plotters to use to confuse the
entrants. The run is checked and double
checked by the club captain, and both from
the navigational and mechanical aspects it
cannot be fairly criticised as bein g " too
tough" . All the usual rally instructions
methods have been used, Tulip diagrams,
straight line dia grams, and so on. This
year , Phil Jones organised a briefing and
welcoming get-together on the Saturday
evening, whi ch wa s a good idea, and
everyone was out of the Western Springs
Hall by 10 p.m., an even better idea, as
the first entrants were to be aw ay by 8
a.m. t he next morning.

Sunday dawned bright, clear, and warm,
and luckil y s tayed that wa y un til the run
finished. Seventy-eight ca rs and motor­
bike s left t he car park a t Papatoetoe
Hotel at one minute intervals, navi gator s
busy and drivers watching hand signa ls.
The route took them via Maraetai t o



Hunua F'r unt-piece--c-Rod Welch a nd hi s Ford.

Clevedon, where there was a quick morn­
ing tea break- if you were behind
schedule it was very quick, or non ­
existent-thence ove r the h ills to Manga­
tawhiri . After lunch t he entrants pro­
ceeded through Bombay , Pukekohe East,
and Ru nciman, finishing at Papakura and
having enjoyed a 112 miles (or more, if
you'd been los t ) drive. Only one car did
not finish .

Th e resu lts are as f ollows:
Overall Winner and winn er of the slow

class : C. R. S. Wood, 1924 Austin 12-4,
100 points lost.

Second : R. Hicks, 240 points .
Third : J. Williams, 370 points .
iVinner of the Fast Class : B. Walto n,

Va uxhall Hu rlingh am, 370 points.
Winner of t he motor-cycle class : Bruce

Ande rson 415 points .
Winner of the ladi es' class : Mrs J .

Welch , 1015 points.
P .V. Section: Kevin O'S ullivan, 755

points.
Commercial Section: B. Massey, F ord

T, 2405 points.
Veteran Clas s : A. Collins , F ord T, 370

points.

Mrs Welc h did particular ly well to win
he r award, as just bef ore lunch the
dependab le Dodge th rew a dynamotor
chain . Hu sband Rod, driv ing t he 1912
Model T, not fa r beh ind, worked hard to
disentangle the bits, and had the Dodge
read y to compete in the afternoon, albeit
minus a s ta r ter and a generator. The
winner , Chr is Wood, who won th is event
in 1966 on t he sa me car, lost no points in
the afternoon run, lending cre dence to
the widely he ld opinion t ha t the rally
is alwa ys won or lost on the afternoon
per forman ce. He is t he first person to
have won the rally twice.

Severa l inn ovations 'which wer e well
received were the cut lunches ava ilable
fo r those not in a posi tion to cat er easily
for t hemselves, 36 lunches being ta ken up,
and the finish at Heaven's Garage, Papa­
kur a , with a cup of tea and eve ry fac ility
f ree.

In the evening, to round off an excellent
da y, a dinner and social were he ld at
which, at a fa ir ly late hour, the winners
were announced and prizes distributed .
The socia l was a great success, bein g very
well patro nized by 350 happy people with
good entertainment. By th is ti me, the
weather had packed up, but nobody cared,
another Hunua 100 had been comp leted .

Hunua T ail-piece.-Ea rle Gill bemoans th e
T al bnt's thirst whil st g etti ng petrol for his

priming cups !
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The Great Days of the Grass
by GEOFF HOCKLEY ---

Part 5

THE BOOMING SPORT IN THE '20's - THE CASE OF THE VANISHING GRASS­
TRACK RIDER - THE ANTI-MOTOR-CYCLE MAGISTRATE - A KIWI IN THE
U.S . - SOUTHERN GRASS-TRACK REVIVAL - WOODMAN'S TERRIFIC COME-

BACK

-

The 1919 racing seaso n provided man y
thrilling performances as new riders and
machines made their debuts and the old
favourites dem onstrated t heir master y of
the grass mile t o bumper at te ndances at
every fixture in the Northern racing
circuit. A brace of Reading-Standard
four-valve singles made their appearance
at Marten in the hands of T. Bruce and
E . Armstrong, bu t their performances
were not impressive. These machines
were handled by several different riders,
including Bernie Shearsby, at various
times, but they seemed down in speed
and were seen no more after a season or
two. Highlights of the Marton mee ting
included a popular double win by Jack
Sweeney (Indian) and the winning of the
(JIg race of the da y by the up-and-coming
Clar ingbold on a Harley. At the Man a­
watu Motor-cycle Club's 1919 meeting the
big event wa s, or should have been, the
N.Z. Heavyweight Championship, which
althou gh at t rac t ing only three entries­
Coleman, Mangham and Crawley- t hey
'were recognised as bein g the aces of the
"heavyweight" or 1000 c.c, class and an
exciting contest was ant icipat ed, as
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rumour had it that the two Harley st ar s
were "gunning" for Coleman . Bu t alas
fo r high expectations! When the sta r t er 's
flag dropped and the s tra ining pu shers-off
he aved manfully to coax the single-geared
big twins into life, only Mangham could
get star te d, and had covered a lmost one
and a half lap s before Coleman succeeded
in getting hi s temperamental eight-valve
cracking, while Crawley failed to get
going at all and finall y deposited hi s sulky
steed non e too gently aga inst the fence.
Coleman set off in pursuit of Mangham
and chased hi s rival f ur iously for the 15
lap s, but could make little impression and
Mangham won as he liked in 14min. 30sec.
The promoting club came in for a good
deal of criticism for this unfortunate
fiasco, but it was difficult to see what other
course the officials could have ad opted
other than st opping the race, in which
cas e Man gham would have undoubtedly
been justified in protesting.

Speeds on the mile t rack were creeping
up each season, yet ser ious accidents were
rare. One episode which seemed as
though it might have serious con-



sequences, but which ended on a note of
comedy, took place on a certain Northern
track when a competitor was riding to
the limi t of his considerable ability-and
beyond-in a frantic endeavour to stave
off a furiously-pursuing Coleman. As he
wen t into the turn out of the front
st raight, heeled over at a hair-raising
angle and fighting a wildly-sliding rear
wheel , he realised in the split-second
before disas t er that he was going too fast
to get round. Next instant a rending
crash and a cloud of dust, through which
the horrified spectators glimpsed man,
machine, and fence rails mingled in hurt­
ling chaos, announced that the rider
hadn't got round. The horse-drawn
ambulance sped to the scene in the best
traditions of the Deadwood Stage, "with
the curtains flappin' and the driver
slappin' the reins", and arrived in record
t ime to find a milling crowd gaping at a
ten-foot gap in the outer fence and at a
bent and battered racing machine jammed
between two of the belt of mac rocarpa

trees bordering the course-but of the
rider there was no sign, until peering
upwards through the foliage the astounded
crowd saw a bruised, battered and tattered
competitor painfully lowering himself
through the branches, where he had
been catapulted by the impact. "Just been
bird-nesting", he announced as he at last
reached terra firma and collapsed into the
arms of the ambulance men, who speedily
bore him away for a patch-up job.

Not so fortunate was a compe ti tor at a
Takapuna meeting some time later. H. P.
Finn drifted out on a bend and touched
Coleman, who was passing him, and hit
the inside fence, receiving injuries which
later proved fatal. Coleman managed to
avert disaster by straightening up after
a hair-raising wobble. The coroner's
remarks at the subsequent inquest, in
which he deliv ered a condemnation of
motor-cycle racing and announced that it
should be banned forthwith, brought a
speedy reply from Mr R. E. Champtaloup,
cap tain of the Auckland Motor-cycle Club.

GI ANT -K ILLE R .- Alan Woodman, the phenomenal one-legged s peeds ter ,on the 350 "big-port" A.J .S.
which performed se nsa t ionally at Ca nte r bur y Par k. No te the Indian dropped racing handlebars and

other " Woodma nised" touches.
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In a spirited statement to the newspapers,
Mr Champtaloup produced , statistics
showing that motor-cycle racing fatalities
were so few as to be practically negligible
as compared with fatal accidents in horse
racing, a fact which the worthy magis­
trate appeared to have overlooked. Any­
way, nothing more was heard of his
proposal to ban the motor-cycles from the
tracks. In passing, this is the first time
in the course of these notes that we have
referred to Takapuna. This famous Auck­
land track, in the opinion of many riders
the finest and fastest in the country, was
the scene of some of the most exciting
contests in the 1920-30 period, and we
hope in some future issue to devote an
article in this series solely to Takapuna
race meetings.

In April of 1919 New Zealand's most
celebrated grass track rider left these
shores on a visit to the United States,
where motor-cycle racing was booming
af'ter the war and factory-supported
teams of professional racing stars made
competition spirited, to say the least, but
the 21-year-old Kiwi, although at a dis­
advantage in being practically an unknown
quantity in the U.S. and naturally not
being able to command the fastest
machines in the Indian factory team,
nevertheless made a decidedly favourable
impression at his first appearance in
American motor-cycle racing. This was
the occasion of the 200-mile National
Championship run at Ascot Park, Los
Angeles. Ascot was a one-mile banked
track with an asphalt surface, a far cry
from the dusty New Zealand grass
miles. The formidable Harley-Davidson
team, an almost invincible combination of
fast and reliable machines, top-notch
jockeys and flawless organization, filled
the first five places in the Ascot 200-miler
(incidentally, the winner was Ralph Hep­
burn, who some years later graduated to
car racing and was killed at Indianapolis
in 1948). But in sixth place, and the first
Indian rider to finish, came Percy Coleman,
after riding a consistent race on the
slowest machine in the Indian team. The
"Pacific Motorcyclist" said, "Coleman,
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although only 21, is a cracker-jack. He
has been racing for seven years in the
Antipodes. The way he rode the pole at
Ascot was a revelation." Coleman's next
appearance was in the 200-mile National
Road Championship at Marion, Indiana,
later that year, but broken valve springs
forced his retirement. He returned home
before the end of the year, with his repu­
tation considerably enhanced after demon­
strating his ability to keep his end up in
the fastest of overseas company, and made
a re-appearance on New Zealand tracks at
Napier on December 29, but engine
trouble dogged him in the Napier Heavy­
weight Championship and Len Mangham
won the title, with Claringbold taking
second place and Coleman limping into
third position. At Gisbome on New
Year's Day, 1920, Steve Whitehead riding
an Excelsior from the 80sec. mark, won
the big 15-lap event, Rube Jones and his

CHA iUPIONS THHEE.-Coleman, Woodman and
Stratton, stars of the final Canterbury Park

speed carnival,



N.D.T. took the Poverty Bay Lightweight
Championship and Coleman won the 10­
lap open from the scratch mark. Other
winners were Jack Sweeney, Bill Davy and
Neville Souter. lVIangham escaped injury
when he hit the inside fence and was
thrown heavily, but he was able to carry
on in the next race. At Awapuni race­
course on Anniversary Day Coleman was
in terrific form, and though conceding no
less than three minutes start to the limit
man in the 10-lap open, won comfortably
from Rube Jones and Len Mangham. In
the 15-lap event, the limit men had
covered four laps before Coleman got the
"go" signal, but by the time twelve laps
had been covered both he and lVIangham
had passed them. Coleman finally won in
the fast time of 13min. 15sec., with
lVIangham half a lap back. Coleman also
took second in each of the two 8-lap events
also after conceding big starts. Other
winners were Sykes (Royal Ruby),
Sweeney (Indian) and Jones (N.D.T.) and
Mangharn (Harley-Davidson ) ,

1920, 1921 and 1922 saw record
attendances and many thrilling tussles on
the northern race circuit-too many to
describe in detail, and in any case some
of the most exciting racing was seen at
Takapuna, with which we hope to deal
separately later. 1923 was notable from
the point of view of speed-starved
southerners for the consent of the Canter­
bury Park Trotting Club to again permit
the use of the excellent one-mile course
at Sockburn for a motor-cycle race meet­
ing. The demise of this splendid track
was imminent, as it was soon to be
absorbed as part of the expansion scheme
for the adjacent R.N.Z.A.F. base, so the
Pioneer lVIotor Club weighed in with vim
and vigour to make the track's swan-song
one to be remembered, and the meeting
on October 22, 1923, was in many ways
the finest of the long series on the famous
old course. Perhaps with memories of
past thrills, the public turned out in their
thousands to witness some of the most
exciting duels ever seen on the track,
which was in perfect condition. A galaxy
of grass-track talent was on hand, includ-

ing the uncrowned king of the grass
miles, Percy Coleman, on this day at the
very peak of his form and making his
debut on a new Harley-Davidson two-cam,
Alan Woodman, idol of the Christchurch
public and making a triumphant return to
the "grass" with a 350 "big-port" A.J.S.
of amazing potency (the first to be seen
in Christchurch), the hard-riding Spencer
Stratton with a brace of Indians, Tim Bell
with a business-like-looking big valve
Excelsior and other visitors. In addition
to these, the local stars were in top form,
including Harold Piper, Les Monkman,
Alan lVIorland, H. D. Singleton, and others.
Piper, later to be well known in the avi­
ation world, won the novice handicap on a
Harley after a closely contested race
which had the crowd on its toes and whet­
ted its appetite for the bigger events. The
10-lap Heavyweight Handicap went to Les
Monkman, also Harley mounted. The
fireworks really started with the 8-lap
Canterbury Championship, for machines
up to 500 c.c. The field, which included
Spencer Stratton on a potent-looking
Indian four-valve single and Coleman with
a four-valve single Harley which appeared
to have seen better days, was composed
solely of "five-hundreds" with one
exception-Alan Woodman's diminutive
350 c.c. A.J.S. The one-legged phenomenon
received an ovation from the crowd as he
stumped to the starting line on his crutch
and climbed aboard his little mount, and
when the race got under way it was clear
that he had the legs of all the larger
machines with the exception of Stratton's
Indian, and the event resolved itself into
a three-cornered dogfight between Strat­
ton, Woodman and Coleman which had
the crowd on its toes until the finish.
Stratton crossed the line a winner, with
Woodman within striking distance in
second place and Coleman finishing third,
having been unable to pass Woodman
despite riding the corners "flat" in typical
Coleman style. The three placed men were
cheered lustily, Woodman in particular
receiving a terrific ovation. We are
reminded of an episode concerning Cole­
man and the Harley four-valve single

-



which may be worth relating. The
machine, which he had brought with him
as a second string to enable him to com­
pete in events for which his new big
machine was not eligible, had seemed
somewhat down in speed in practice, and
the ingenious Percy conceived the idea of
a blower to cram some extra mixture into
the cylinder. With the facilities of the
local Harley dealer at his disposal he
fabricated what must have been one of
the earliest superchargers applied to
motor-cycle engines, although actually
little more than a fan driven by a bicycle
chain and sprockets from the engine
mainshaf't, geared up and running at
colossal r.p.m. We are unable to recall if
t,he device improved the machine's per­
formance-we don't think it was actually
used on the race day-but we seem to
remember that consumption of chains was
at an alarming rate and that head racing
mechanic Herb Longdin was less than
enth usiastic after plodding around the
course on practice evenings kicking red­
hot pieces of disintegrated chain off the
track and fitting a new one every lap or
so from a supply in his pockets.

The 12-lap N.Z. Heavyweight Cham­
pionship brought out a representative
field, though three competitors-Coleman,
Bell and Stratton-were obviously in a
class by themselves. Just as obviously,
Coleman was superior to his two main
rivals. His new mount had shown its
capabilities in practice and seemed to
handle perfectly. Spencer Stratton was
to be reckoned with on any sort of going
and his Daytona Indian, made available to
him by the local dealers, was one of the
fastest machines in the country. Tim
Bell's big-valve Excelsior, resplendent in
blue enamel, was as formidable as it
looked. These three were expected to
provide the excitement, and the crowd was
not disappointed, but a no-quarter duel
for second place between Bell and Stratton
distracted attention from Coleman, well
out in front and riding superbly. He had
never been seen to better advantage on
the Sockburn course, coming down the
straights like a tornado, easing for the
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bends and then opening up and sailing
around with the grace of a bird on the
wing. A few furlongs in the rear Bell and
Stratton were engaged in a neck and neck
battle in which their positions changed
several times a lap until the Indian man
established a parlous lead going out of
the straight on the last lap, and the finish­
ing order was Coleman, Stratton and Bell.
The winner's time of 10min. 27sec., and
his fastest lap of 51 3-5sec., constituted
records for the course. Later in the day
he gave another remarkable performance
in the S-lap Place Handicap, winning from
the scratch mark in 7min. 1-5sec. and
reducing his lap time to 50 1-5sec. in doing
"0. Woodman on his little "Ajay" rode
like a tiger in this event and a groan of
disappointment arose from the crowd
when engine trouble compelled him to
retire. Other successful riders on that
memorable day were popular private
ownel' H. D. Sinzleton on his remarkable
s.v. Norton and Alan Morland on his
Tndian. Only one accident marred the day,
hannilv not serious, when Brown, a
Christchurch Harley rider, could not
negotiate the turn out of the front
straight and demolished the fence. suffer­
inz facial injuries. It was obvious that
with the exception of the amazing Wood­
man, the S.l. riders were no match for
the northerners, which was only to be
expected, due to the very limited oppor­
tunities which southern riders had had
of participating in grass track races
during the previous few years.

And so the curtain fell on grass track
racing in the City of the Plains for some
time. Three or four years after this, two
meetings on Rangiora Racecourse were
held. though no northern stars were
present. It was not until the 1920s were
nearing their end that a course adjacent
to the city was obtained for motor-cycle
racing. This was the New Brighton race­
course, which was the scene of many
thrilling contests between the top-notchers
of the "grass", and about which we hope
to tell you in a future issue.

(Next issue - TAKAPUNA, TRACK
OF THRILLS).



AUSTRALIAN 1970 INTERNATIONAL RALLY

5.00

49.00

70.00

$120 .90 r eturn
25.00

#MJMUTUAL
~ TRAVEL SERVICE LID.

P.O. BOX 1092, CHRISTCHURCH

NOW FOR T HE " COMMERCIAL".

The abo ve is for one pe r son with hi s veh icle,
othe r member s accompanying car and driver
would be $244.90 each. P etrol ha s not been in­
cluded in th e a bove quote (Did somebody say
some thing about a Sp onsor? ) .

Of th e figu res quoted abo ve th e air fare is paid
for in N .Z. f unds a nd we a re pleased to advise
that as a r esult of negotiationas between t he
Reserve Bank a nd ourselves, the car sh ipping
costs to and f ro m Au stralia ca n al so be paid f or
in New Zeal and f unds .

With r ef eren ce to the quoted air fare above
i.e., group of 30 persons , to take advantage of
this will mean assembling th e g roup as such at

1. Chr is tc hurc h
2. Wellington

3. Au ckl an d
If th e g ro up does not reach the qualify ing

number the a ir fa re cost will be higher. It will
be necessa r y t he refore f or all members wish in g
to take advantage of this group concession t o
plan th eir depa rture on the same da y and this is
where we ca n be of help in co-ordinating all
applications.

I n our ori ginal advice to all members we in ­
eluded some of th e offic ia l bulletins from Aust­
ralia and are pleased to notify you that bulletin
no. 2 is now being se nt over. To all th ose peopl e
who have r egi ster ed with us for travel and r e­
quire this bulletin , please write in and it will
be Our plea su re to supply yo u wit h one subject
to supply.

One last re minder, if yo u haven't alread y
reg istered fo r t rav el a nd wa nt to be with fellow
memb ers of thi s Rall y, plea se let us have your
applica ti ons wi thout too much delay so that all
arrangements ca n be made.

DON~ F OR GET W E AR E AG ENTS FOR
ALL INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES, ALL
SHIPPING COMP A NI E S, AC COMMODATIO N
-IN NEW ZEA LAND AND OVERSEAS,
RENTAL CARS- NE W ZEALAND, FIJI AND
WORLD WID E AN D LOOK FORWARD TO
HANDLING YOUR INDIVIDUAL TRAVEL
ARRANGEMENTS WH EN NE X T YO U
TRAVEL.

" W HAT IS THE WHO LE TRIP GOI NG TO
COS T ME?"

We are hea ring this being asked so print the
fo llowing exercise which may give some gu idance.
In presenting this we do so advising that the
r ates are those in curre nt use and sub ject t o
cha nge by Ai rlines or Ship ping Com pa nies .

P resent cost of freighting vehi cle, N.Z . to
Sydney a nd r eturn is based on th e un boxed rate
of NZ$ 13.65 per 40 cu . ft.

Th e cost of a late mod el Min i-
Min or $142.00 r eturn

a nd a Mark VI Bentley 328.00
whi ch for an av er age would be 240.00

We a re hoping that the Roll-on vessels with
t heir speed ie r se rvice and t he ir ease of oper at ion
will br ing the cost down and so use a n anticipated
av erage figure of $200 .00 retu rn.

Ail' fa re-Ne w Zealand to Aust-
ralia, sho uld you be in a group
of 30 or over , a s explained in
ou r adv ice 15th July

E ntry F ee
Accomm odation ba sed on

Mote ls a nd Gu est hou ses, bed
only, fo ur tee n da ys at $5.00

Meal s. f ou rteen da ys at $3.50
per da y

Final Dinner an d Dan ce at Mel­
bour ne

F ollowing the advice of Mu tual Travel Service
Ltd ., being appointed official Trav el Agents f or
th e ab ove mentioned eve nt. Steady a pplic a t ions
fo r travel ha ve bee n coming into them al ong with
enq uiries as to shipp ing rates, sched ules a nd what
is it go ing to cos t .

With th is a dvertisem ent we a re going to
a nswe r th ese en quiries as mu ch as we a re a ble ,
subject to a ll information to hand at the moment.

It has been announced th at the Trans-Tasman
Roll-o n vessels will ca ll a t Lyttelton every se cond
Friday a nd after loading will sa il fo r Wellington
where after loading they will leave on Saturday
for Sydney, arriving Tuesday. The actual dates
have yet to be announced and will be determined
once th e se rvice commences early next year .

The Melb ourne to New Zealand ser vice will not
take in Lyttelton which lea ves South Island
entra nts th e choice of moto ri ng back t o Sydn ey
or shippi ng f ro m Melbou rne a nd bringing their
ca rs across from Wellington on the inter-Island
Steamer Express, or alternatively Pi cton f erry.

Rates are yet to be announced a nd as soon as
we hav e th ese to hand we will be in contact with
a ll th ose appl icants who have r egi stered with us.

$469.90 also at AUCKLAND. WELLINGTON, TIMARU.
DUNEDIN, INVERCARGILL
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CANTERBURY BRANCH 18th ANNUAL RALLY
16th November, 1968

This yea r Canterb ur y held their 18th
Annual Rall y as usual on Show weekend
and this event attracted 119 entries com­
ing from as far away as Nelson, Tirnaru ,
Oamaru and Invercargill , with only 8
not turning up and most of these arrived
in the afternoon.

A new innovation this year was a pre
rally gathering held at the Plaza Lounge
where we partook of mu ch noggin, natter
and nosh and it was thoroughly enjoyed
by all who attended. It had been a
marvellous hot day with temperatures in
the high 70s so it was something of a
shock to find it raining on leaving the
'do' . We decided to blame it on the
Southland boys who had mentioned earlier
in the evening that they had had about
three fine da ys in the last two mon ths.

We aw oke on Saturday to the sound of
heavy rain and a heavy grey sky all
a round. Phone kept ringing-"Is the rally
on ?" "Of course it is, it's never can­
celled." "Well I'm not B coming­
far too wet-you're mad to go" wa s one
comment. We finall y made the start at
the Northlands Shopping Cent re to find
vehicles parked all over the place and
entrants especially the hardy motor­
cyclis ts and open veteran crews wearing
all sorts of undescribable gear trying to
find what shelter they could from the
rain, the public were everywhere and we
arr ived to find we should have lef t 5
minutes ago-couldn't get out so general
mutterings about people who can't park
properly, etc. At last flagged away by our
past Mayor Sir George Manning and we
were on our way.

The route wa s an excellent one there
being three choice of routes covering 30,
61 a nd 96 miles respectively-each cover­
ing similar count ry and all on sealed
road s. As usual driving te sts were varied
and were held on t he roadside en route
being well run by var ious t eams of
marshals who were all a trifle damp! after
standing out in the rain for upwards of
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an hour, one question 'that of the time
of day' was asked of the naviga tor. We
understand that around 75 % of the
people didn't have a clue (maybe only
25 % were wearing waterproof watches) .

All t he time it was pouring down but
by about 10.30 there wa s suff icien t blue
sky to make a Dutchman a pair of pants
so hopes were raised and by the time we
reached our venue at Ouruhia Park it had
stopped raining and the sun was shining.
Immediately on arrival those entrants who
had entered fo r concours were seen in
f renzies of activity in an endeavour to get
their vehicles back to the shining lus t r e
they all were in the sun the previous da y.
A distinct advantage of owning a Fire
Engine in full working order was seen
when G. Nell preceded to hose down said
Fire Engine with first aid water carried
on the engine. Unfortunately, there
wasnt' sufficient water for all of us. The
overall standard of vehicles was very high
and the j udges had a difficult j ob of sor t ­
ing out a winner in each class. Th ere were
quite a few newly re stored first time out
vehicles-one which warrants mention
wa s the 1927 1000 c.c. Harley-Davidson

E ric Walker 's 1914 12 h.p. Rover.-A res tora t ion
of one of the first Veteran cars In the ranks of

the V.C.C.



Veteran concours winning Commercial, Brian Moirs 1913 Ford.

Motor-cycle of Tom Smith which defied
even the experts to fault and accordingly
WOll the Vintage Motor-cycle concours. The
Veteran car concours went to Brian
lVIoir's 1913 Ford T Delivery Wagon, the
Vintage Car concours to Rex Chenery's
1930 Model A roadster. After many hours
of work by a very small band of 'workers
our Club Truck made its debut resplen­
dent in international red standing out
against some of the more sombre cars
amongst which jt was parked.

After an excellent lunch provided by a
local Church Women's organisation, the
afternoon was spent in looking at and

Bu.ck IS!?S

talking about V. & V. matters and every­
one enjoying the sun which by this time
was shining down brightly. Most of us
were away by 4 p.m. to get ready for the
evening's festivities.

An excellent Cabaret rounded off a well
organised rally, at which the trophies were
presented. Our thanks must go to our
Club Captain-Les Humm, and his
assistant, John Anstey, and the many,
many helpers they had for a faultless
event. The success of the rally points
well to a well organised South Island rally
next Easter as this team is basically the
one which will run it.
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MT COOK RALLY, '68
by Daniel George

Over 200 mil es of mot oring, and the
oppor t un it y f or good companions h ip in
pleasant surroundi ngs, amid one of New
Zealan d' s great tourist areas, comb ine to
mak e the Ann ual Mt Cook Rall y the most
pop ula r event on the South Canterbury
branch calenda r . Th e problem is not h ow
to attract entri es fo r it , but rather, how
to limit them. Due to the uncertainty
abo ut the proposed h ydro-electric develop­
men t in the area, lit tl e add itional accom­
modati on has been provided in Pukaki
township in recent years , and an other
limiting factor is t he number that can be
catere d for at the special luncheon in the
g-ames room at the He rmitage . The field
this year comp r ised fo ur vet eran cars,
eigh t motor- cycles, and 23 vin tage cars,
and the 70 odd crew members were
accommodated at Pukaki fo r the two
nights in the hotel, motel s, camping
gro und cab ins , and shearers' quarters on
nea rby stat ions, but eve ryone had their
meals at the h otel.

The Mt Cook Rally was first h eld in
] 956 to mark the 50th anniversary of the
first motor trip to Mt Cook in 1906, by
Messrs Ru therford. Wiglev and Marchant
in t wo sing le cylinde r DeDions. It was an
exhausting two -day journ ey over un­
bridged r ivers and bu llock t racks on that
first trip. bu t two years lat er Wi gley
found ed the IVIt Cook Motor Co. and began
a se rvice from t he railhead at Fairli e t o
Mt Cook, usin g 40 h .p, Darracqs, such
~s the one f ea tured on the cover of the
September "Bea ded Wh eels" . Just how
t imes hav e changed wa s illust r at ed by the
Mt Cook Co's modern comb ination coach /
f r eighter wh ich lef t the Hermitage while
we were the re, on it s scheduled 3 ~1 hour,
132 m ile r un to Timaru . The Rally was
originally restricted to veteran veh icles
only, but lat er, vintage mach ines were
a llowed to take pa rt also .

Perhaps beca use this was the 13th
Ann ual Ra lly, the weather was mainly
very poor fo r the first two days of the
weekend. Gale force winds were forecast
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for inlan d Canterbury and the Wai t aki
Valley, and cond itions were far f ro m ideal
as the rally made it s way t hrough Wai­
mat e, Aviemore, Benmore, and Omarama ,
to P ukak i, altho ugh condi ti ons were
reasonably good f or the picnic lunch by
the sho re of Lake Aviemore . Th ere was
a certain majestic grandeur about the
moun tains in their ang ry stat e h owever,
as the wind-whipped clouds streamed
abo ut the lofty peaks, but th is wild mood
of natu re was probabl y not appreciated by
th e mot or-c yclists battling in t o the te eth
of the win d, and in particular, Alan
St ar er, wh o had the misfortune t o loose
the h ood off hi s 1912 Cadillac near th e
mouth of the Waimate Gor ge. Heav y rain
fell at t imes, especially during Saturday
nigh t , when thunder rumbled round the
moun tains, and lightning flickered across
the lake.

Th e weathe r was fine at Pukaki on
Sunday morning as the rally set off on t he
37 mile leg to the Hermit age, bu t t he rain
was still fa lling when we arr ived there .
However, once everyone had savou red the
warmth of the Hermitage, and gathered
in the Snowline Room to list en to the
piano stylings of Lew Pemberton, the n
the weathe r outside, the abs ence of a view
of Mt Cook, and the lack of ski-plane
fligh t s, seeme d t o be f orgot t en. F ortun­
ately the weather had improved by the
t ime we set off back to Pukaki , and the

Homeward bound vehicles including T erry
Wil son's Itala and F iat out sid e th e Inn.



end of the Time Trial, which this year
totalled about 230 miles for the tw o days.
By the time everyone had travelled home
the following clay, Labour Day, they
would have travelled well over 300 miles,
f'or the Timaru ones, and nearly 500
miles for those from Chr ist ch ur ch- quit e
a little jaunt.

The presentation of trophies after
dinner on Sunday evening saw Bill Pid­
din gton win the Rutherford-Wigley­
Marchant Trophy for the best overall
effort by a veteran vehicle, with his 1911
Regal, Alan Baker won the Veteran Time
Trial with his 1915 Humber, the Vintage
Time Trial went to Mrs G. Humm in her
1930 Chevr olet Roadster, the best pre­
pa red vintage car was Max Hatherley's
1930 Hudson 8, while Dereck Brownie,
1925 B.S.A., was awarded the best motor­
cycle performance trophy.

The real heroes of the Mt Cook Rallies
are the motor-cycle boys, whose mounts
are often single cylinder, fixed drive .
affairs, that are prone to all sor ts of
ignition troubles, particularly in wet
weather, and have to be pushed up steep
hills. Typical of the breed this year was
Invercargill's Barry Barnes, who was seen
running up several of the steeper hills
beside his 1924 Douglas motor-cycle. Nor
do the vete ran motor-cyclists have all the
trouble, as Dereck Brownie found out this
year with his 1925 B.S.A., on which he
completed the course after a terrific
struggle.

Likewise, some praiseworthy efforts
have been put up by single and twin
cylinder cars on this rally over the years,
and it is with some feelings of guilt that
we pass them struggling against the
elements and the gradients, while we
enjoy the comfort of a Morris coupe.

MOTORCYCLE OBSERVATIONS FROM THE CANTERBURY
RALLY

by AlIan Wills

Of interest to MI C owners will be the recent
cha nge of ownership of Geoff Hockley's spark li ng
2:1 Sin gle Harley Davidson to Harry WiIliams of
Tai -Tapu. Harry has owned a number of bikes
but this is the fir st res tored one in re cent years.
An other nota ble addition to the two-wh eeled
r a nk s is t he 1927 Harley Davidson of To m Smiths
of Christchurch. I think we shall hear more of
thi s cycle in f ut ure con cours events. I am begin­
nin g to r ealise after or ganising our forthcomi ng
MI C Rally that the bran ches ca n 110 longer send
MI C entry for ms to only k nown Mi C own ers, we
will have to blanket cove r all members shor tly.
It is not ed with interest th at B B. Moir of
Rangi ora (191 3 and 1920 F ords) is r estoring a
Vet eran MI C. Au stin Hadler (Mod el T and M.G.
own er) is to be seen sit t ing in hi s garage mounted
on a Sau sage tank B.S.A.

Ma ny kn own car own ers both Veteran an d
Vintage ha ve turned th eir efforts in r ecent
months to sea rc hing out MIC parts. H arry
Barnes ow ne r of 1930 Model A Cabriolet (and
form er owner of 1929 Spo rts Coupe ) has a 1926
Triumph that he intends to r estore st or tly. Colin
Cockburn wh o has been owne r of numerous
Au stin 7's, Model T's and F iats has a single
cylinder MI C of American or igin awaiting rest or ­
a tion.

Strange as it may seem a number of non­
member s a re going to g re a t lengths to r estore
motor cycles to fir st class or ig inal order ye t a re

not pa r ti cularl y inter ested in j oining our club. W e
hav e not 500 ya r ds f ro m our Ca nte rbury branch
clu broo ms th e only f ull y resto re d horizontall y
opposed twin-cylinder Harley Davidson sp or t in
N .Z. Yet the owne r is not a club m emb er. I s this
trend towards t wo-whee le rs N .Z. wide? Are mem­
bers star ting to admit th at (along with PVT's)
motorcycles are not things to be put ri ght down
a t th e bottom of a Rall y entry fo rm but a r e now
an integ r al part of all our activi ties.

Can terbury Rally.-General view of the Motor
Cycle fraternity.
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AUCKLAND
9 JA N. - CLUB N IGHT :

a t We stern Springs.

CANTERBURY
18 JAN. - ASHBURTON SUB-BRAN CH
1st ANNUAL RALLY:

Contact J. R. Morrison, 15 Baker St .,
Ashburton .

15 FER - SOUTH ISLAND M/ C
RALLY:

Leaving Canty Branch Club rooms, 55
Colwy n St r eet, approx . 9 a.m. Contact
Rall y Secretary, A . J . Wills, Box 29,
Tai Tapu.

23 FER - HOMESTEAD RUN TO
LONGBEACH:

Leaving Ross Haynes' Garage, Rolles­
ton , 9.30 a .m. Con tact Ash burton
Sub-Branch com mittee f or mor e pa r­
ticulars .

N OGGIN AND NATTER:
First Thursda y every month , ex cept
January. Branch Clubroo rns, 55
Colwy n Street, Chr is tc h urc h.

2-6 JAN. - MOTOR SHOW :
Cen tennial Hall , Latham St ., Napier .

8 JAN. - NOGGIN AND NATTER:
Whakatu Hall , 8 p .m.

12 JAN. - PICNIC RUN:
Peter Kelly, P ho ne 39-653 Hastings.

12 FEB. - NOGGIN AND NATTER:
Whakatu Hall, 8 p.m.

23 FER - HOMESTEAD RUN:
Rex Scar r ott, Phon e 86-896 Hastings .

MARLBOROUGH
3 DE C. - BARBECUE:

5 p.m .
14 DEC. - AFTERNOON RUN:

1.30 p.m., f ollowed by buffet t ea and
Chr is t m as P ar ty.

18 JAN. - BARBECUE RUN:
4 p.m.

26 JAN. - AFTERNOON PICNIC RUN:
For information ring:

Club Capta in , 89-166 Home; Secr e­
t a r y , 6707 Hom e ; 3359 Bu siness.

King

HAWKES BAY
23-28 DEC. - MOTOR SHOW:

Apple and P ea r Boa rd Store,
Street, Hastings.

1-2 J AN. - COMMUN ITY CAMP:
Poran gahau,

SOUTHLAND
30 JAR - MEETING:

Sout h la nd Club Room s, Ariki Ave. ,
Otatara, 8 p.m. Thurs. Con tact Barry
Barnes, Phone 82-039 Bu s. , 84-348
home, 206 Bluff Rd , Invercar gill,

11 FEBRUARY - GORE SECTION
MEETING:

Gore Club Rooms, 8 p.rn., Tues. Con­
tact Neil McVicar, 48 Wigan Street,
Gore. Phone 6702.

7-8 FEBRUARY - RIVERTON RALLY,
INVERCARGILL MOTOR SHOW:

Cent enn ia l Hall , Fri. evening , 7 Feb.
Run t o Ri verton commences 9 a .m.
Centennia l Hall, Saturda y, 8 Feb.
Contact Warren J ordan, 41 Venus St. ,
In'gill. Phone 89-212 Bus ., 66-577
Home, or Ray Lindsay, 129 Duke St .
Phone 89-089 Bus., 89-722 H ome.

28 FEB./l MAR. - GORE FESTIVAL
RALLY:

Motor Show Friday ev ening, 28 Feb.
Run t o Te Anau f or weekend com­
mences 9 a .m . Sat., 1 Mar. Contact
Neil McVi car, 48 Wigan St. , Gor e. P h .
6702 or Ian Mu rray, 3 Mary Street,
Gore. Ph . 5019 Bu s. , or 7535 Home.

For those interested, monthly Club
nights are the second Monday in each
month commencing at 8 p.m., with
Nog g in and N atter evenings on the
remaining Monday nights, commencing
about 7 o'clock. The Clubrooms can be
found by proceeding from the Post Office
up Lincoln Road to cr oss the railway line ,
and turn right at the A.A. s ignpost after
400 ya r ds . Contact the Secretary , Peter
Sm it h, phone 3788 for further details.

VINTAGE CAR CLUB- BRA.NCH E,VE'NT CALENDAR
DECEMBER, 1968 - FEBRUARY, 1969

WAIRARAPA
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25-26 JAN. - 24 HOUR RELIABILITY
TRIAL:

Starting at the Museum of Transpor t
and Technology at 2 p.m., finishing at
Western Springs Stadium , 2 p.m. 26th
J anuary.

26 J AN.. - GYMKHANA:
1 p.m . - 4 p.m., at Western Springs
Stadium.

26 J AN. - SOCIAL EVENING AND
DAN CE:

Held at Blockhouse Bay School Hall ,
8 p.m.

2 FEB. - "P RIDE OF OWNERSHIP"
MOTAT

Starts 10 a.m.
13 FEB. - AUCTION

Held a t Western Spr ings Museum of
Transport and Technology. F or fur­
ther details contact Mr J. Lewis, Ph.
677-459 or Mr N. Dewhurst, Phone
Manurewa 66-824.

OTAGO
24 JAN. - NOGGIN AND NATTER :

The Annua l Dun edin Brighton
Veteran Rall y noggin and natter
night to be held in the Cella rs Bar at
at the Provincial Hotel , commencing
at 9.30 p.m.

25 JA N. - DUNEDIN-BRIGHTON
VETERAN RALLY:

With the briefing at Otago Motors
at 9 a.m. and t he evening "do" to
follow afte r . Th e secretary for t his
event is Mr B. R. Mooney, 34 Kilgour
St reet , Dunedin.

27 JAN. to 1 FEB. - MOTOR SHOW :
The Otago Branch is t o h old a Motor
Sh ow at the Drill Hall. Th e show
will be open dail y 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

31 J AN. - CLUBROOMS OPENI NG:
The Clubrooms will open for the year
and will be open every Friday night
at 8.30 p.m. thereafte r .

21 FEB. - WELCOME INVER MAY
HILLCLIMB:

A welcome will be held in the Club­
rooms for the competitors and
friends taking part in the In vermay
Hillclim b.

22 FEB. - INVERMA Y HILLCLlMB:
With Scrutineering starting at the
hill at 4.45 a.m. After at 4.30 p.m.
a noggin and natter in the Cellars
Bar, Provincial Hotel, with an even­
ing in the Clubrooms at 8 p.m.

23 F EB. - INVERMAY COMP ETITORS'
FAREWELL:

A farewell in the Clubrooms at 10
a.m. to comp etitors . Th e Organizer
for this event is Mr 1. G. S. Sharpe,
28 Michie Street, Duned in.
The Clubrooms ar e at 40 Park Street,
and all are welcome to pop in.

TAUPO
19 JAN. - PICNIC RUN:

Assemble at 1.30 p.m. at Auckland
Glass Co., Heu Heu Street.

8 F EB. - CI~UB RUN:
Details not yet finali sed.

15-16 MARCH TAUPO BRA NCH
RALLY:

Full deta ils will be on Entry Forms
to be published la ter.

The nam e of t he Branch officer to contact
is Mr G. Monk at the Auckland Glass Co.,
phon e 532, or 1091 after hours. His
address is 30 F re der ick Street, Two Mile
Bay, Taupo.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Madam,

Mr Oszo ods article on J ohn N orth Bir ch in
the Sept:mber Bea ded Wh eels was most infor­
mative and brought to Iight some new facts on
th is s t r a nge man , bu t in th e interests of a ccuracy
there are one 01' two po ints t hat sho uld perhaps
be clar ified.

It was sugg es ted in th e ar ticle th a t Birc h
designed t he Fairy motorcycle a nd that the pat­
ents were sold to Douglas,

I n actual fact t he F a iry wa s des igned by
Willi am J oseph Ba r ter of Bristol.

Amongst prev iou s desi g ns of Ba r ter s was the
Av on Trimobile , a 3 wh eeled vehicle using a
ho ri zonta lly opposed tw in motor. Barter became
convinced that th e horizontally oppose d principal
with it s easy star t ing a nd vibrat ionl ess running
wa s th e an swer f or motorcycles.

He therefo re design ed a 200 c.c. motor wh ich
beca use of i ts da in t iness and sma ll size he calle d
th e " F a iry" . A company call ed Light Moto r s Ltd
was f ormed a nd production wa s commence d.

All thi s took pla ce during 1905 and it wa s ea rly
in HJ05 ( F eb r ua ry actuall y ) that J ohn North
Birch left Englan d f'or N .Z. hence elim inat ing the
cha nce of any connection between th e tw o or hi s
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being a ble to bring a Fairy to New Zealand with
him.

Bein g a Bri stolian , Barter went for hi s ca st­
ings to Dou gl a s Bros. who had their foundry a nd
eng ine cri ng shop at K ings wood Bri stol (the
writer who has th e only k nown 1905 F airy has
noticed the Douglas initials on the minute con­
rods). Douglas Bros. (William a nd T om ) were
eng inee rs to the shoe-mak ing trade of which
Kin gsw ood Bri stol was th e centr e and for 20
year s they had been en ga ged in maintenance
and had developed a foundry for the cas t ing of
shoe lasts, etc.

W illi am Douglas's sons we re keen motorcyclists
a nd pe rs ua ded th ei r f a ther to ente r the motor­
cycle manufacturing bu siness. H e agr eed to only
on the condition th at J ose ph Barter join the
compa ny and take over management of this s ide
of th e bu siness.

As Douglas Bro s were already making many of
th e engine. parts for the Fairy, Barter left Light
Motors Ltd and joined Douglas. This wa s in 1907.

By late 1907, in time fo r the Stanley Show in
November , Barter had designed f or Douglas a
new 300 c.c. horizontally op posed motor cycl e plus
a vee 4 model. Th ese were f or 1908 manufacture
and sale. Onl y th e 300 c.c. mod el went into pro­
duct ion, some 27 being built a l toget her (of wh ich
only 24 we re sold) . During this time Light
Motors Ltd were still marketing the lightweight
F a iry plus a monstrous 6 H .P. version Barter had
de signed before leav ing. Fairy m a chines were on
sa le in opposition to Dougla s for a t lea st a year
after this.

Regardin g Bi rch and Bradburys, Mr Osg ood
mentions that John North Bi rch sold th e patents
for th e eng ine cast integral with the f r ame t o
Br a db urys in 1903.

According to Bradburys recor ds they pu rchased
the patents in 1902 f rom Frank Birch.

It would appear that alt hough John North
Birch made th e George Eliot cycles and motor­
cycles he used hi s brother F ranks motor design
in hi s motorcycle. As a matter of fact Messrs
Robins on and Price of Liverpool al so used this
des ig n from 1900 to 1903.

F ra nk Birch is al so kn own for the P erks and
Birc h motor wheel. F r ank was working f or Perks
while th ey both developed th e motor wh eel. This
inv ention wa s sold to Singer in 1900, both Perks
a nd Birch going to work f or Singer whilst th e
Sin ger motorcycl e wa s bei ng developed.

We find Mr Osgoods a rticles most interesting
a nd hop e he ca n mana ge fu rther in stalments f or
Bea ded Wheels.

Yo urs f aithfully ,

ALAN BREHAUT.
22A Ca in Street, Timaru.

Dear Madam,
On th e four original Du nlop beaded edge

pressed steel wh eels of my 1912 Austin Ten, there
is a design f eatur e, th e purpose of which eludes
me, and it iSI possible someone in the mov ement
may be able to explain it.

The Wheel s have three holes in the base of the
rim, one of th em th e valve a pe r t ure . The others
are mu ch sma lle r . about five-sixteenths, and are
equ idistantly spa ced one sixth of the circum-
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fc re nce either s ide of the valve. Ther e is no third
hol e to balance th e layout. Both the small hol es,
wh ich are flat side d, have been filled with a
woode n dowel. I was sho r't of a spa r e w heel f or
the ca r, and boug ht at a club aucti on , th r ee more
old wheel s of a similar pattern, but Sankey
Patents. These have each go t thre e sm all holes,
evenly sp a ced, two of which have flat side d five­
sixte enth bolts, prot ruding one inch, with long
plated a cor n nuts wit h th ick leather wash er s
under th em . The third holes are bunged-up with
wood.

The s t uds, both in size a nd length, are not
subs tant ia l enoug h to secure a Stepney, nor do
th ey ap pear to be th e type use d as cli nche rs.

An y ideas ?
You r s sincerely ,

D. E. W OOD.
P .O. Box 84 , P ukekohe .

Dear Madam
I have bee~ very disappointed wi th the content

of th e last f'ew issu es of "Bead ed Wh eels" ; such
items as 'T he Up-Jenkin s Special' and 'The Line­
shoot ing Game . r emind me of what my fifth f orm
E ng lis h master used to say about some of my
ess ays "-t he most unmitigated t ripe I hav e ever
re ad" . I th ought at first ad va nci ng years were
making me unduly cri tical a nd irritable, but at a
rec ent ga thering of some of ou r branch m ember s,
I f ound I was not alone in these op inions. On e
membe r of many ye a rs sta nding sa id that wh ere,
a s once he used to look forward to the ar ri val of
"Bea ded Wh eels", now about th e only thing worth
re ading were the cla ssifi ed advertisem ents. There­
fo re, I fe el compelled to offer a few su gg estions
fo r impr oving our national ma gazine.

Th e p ur pose of "Beaded Wheels" must surely
be to provid e new s a nd views about th e vintage
movement for our memb ers; anyon e wanting sick
humour is well enough catered fo r by various
othe r public a t ions , and th e TV sc reen, without
" Bea ded 'Wheels" having to provide it to o.

One way of hrightening up "Bead ed Wheels"
would be to f eatu re a road test of a vehi cle every
issu e, such as the excell ent tes ts of t he 1924 Veli e
in th e Decemb er 1967 issu e, and of th e 1913
Maudslay in March 1968 iss ue. Then again, it
is inter esting to r ea d des cr ipt ions of major rallies
held by other branches , and so see how the other
half of th c movement enjoys itself.

A ver y worthwhile field of endeavour would be
to provide a few t echnical notes on res tora tion
methods in every issue, with particular emphasis
on an y new material s and processes that may
have become ava ila ble. In this resp ect, I under­
s ta nd that th e V.C.C. of N .Z. r eceiv es cop ies of
sever al over seas motoring journals on a re ciprocal,
ba s is , and material from th ese ca n be r ep rinted,
provided the ma gazine a nd th e writer are ac know­
ledged.

You may well ask wh ere is all t his material
go ing to come f rom, espec ially if we produce six
issues pe r ye a r , wh en at the present time only
fo u r or five bran ch es take th e trouble to se nd in
a ny notes. My su gges t ion is that 40 cent s of the
branch s ha r e of subsc r ip tions should be retained
in a "Bea ded Wheels" fund. With , say 1600
financial members, this would yield $640 per year,
or a bout $107 per issue for six issues. E xcluding



DATI N G CE RT IFICATE S
Early in the New Year all r ecently dated

Vet erans will be issued with Da ti ng Cer t ifica tes.
Wh en this is done a start will be m ad e wi th
Vintage Certifica t es .

643
721
837
924
983

1059
110 4
1212
1295
1342
1369

596
708
812
918
968

1057
1099
1206
1291
1338
1368

592
705
800
916
955

1056
1098
120 4
1290
1334
1367

556 577
698 702
753 780
904 907
945 953

1049 1054
1087 1091
1180 1194
1263 1278
1318 1329
1365 1366

155 287 518 552
648 681 691 697
732 738 740 745
840 865 871 898
937 938 941 944
991 1016 1019 1046

1068 1073 1076 1079
1132 1140 1172 1179
1214 1229 1244 1245
1301 1305 1311 1312
1349 1362 1363 1364
1370 1371 1372

During th e p ast 7 months 2.64 vehicles have
been dated and owners noti fied. De ta ils of a nother
19 ar e at present with var iou s Oversea s Organ­
izations for definite dating. Quite a few more
(47 in f a ct ) would have been date d had owne r s
replied to th e re quests f or additional da ta , pho tos
etc . within a reasonable t ime. Some forms have
been held up f or over 8 m onths awaiting this
" Further in form ation". A little mor e co-operation
from some owners would cer tainly by appr eciate d.

Makes dated this year include :-
Austin 7, Auburn , Bea n , Chrysler , Dodge, Fiat,
F or d A, H arley-David son, Hupm obil e, I nd ian,
Morr is , Plymouth, Vaux hall , Wolseley, pl us
several makes wi th only 1 or 2 r egis tered vehicles.
Buick, Chevr olet a nd Cad ili a c li sts ha ve been
broug h t up to date.

Tai ko. No . 4 R.D. , Tima ru.

REGISTRAR'S RUMBLINGS
Many th a nk s to the member s who sen t in

ph ot os f ollowing th e r equ est in September Beaded
Wh eels. The collection of R egi ster and Dating
F or ms awai ting "Further Inf ormation " f r om
owners is s tea dily g ro wing in stead of d ecr ea sing.

The Dating Committee Chairma n ha s ad vi sed
me t hat t he f ollowin g r egi stered vehicles are no w
da te d.

a dver ti sements, " Beade d Wheels" cons is ts of
about 24 to 26 pa ges, so t ha t it would be quite
possible to pay $4 per page (in cludi ng photos)
fo r all material used. This paym ent would go to
the B ranch to whi ch t he writer bel ongs. This
syste m would provid e an in centive to branch com­
mittees to ens ure th at th eir members were con­
tributing to t he success of " Bea ded Wh eels"--if
they wa nt th e same share of member s subscr ip­
ti ons th at th ev ha ve been a ccustomed t o in th e
pa st, th ey wilI"have to earn it by th e ink of th eir
pen s. P a yment for a ny material cont ri bu te d by
the E ditor, a long with any sur plu s in th e f u nd at
the end of each year, could be used to help defr ay
printing costs.

Its a n old sa ying that people ge t as good a
gov er nme nt as they deserve--meanin g that the
ca libre of a governmen t dep ends on th e interest
that t he individual tak es in th e elect ion. The sam e
holds true for " Bea ded Wheels" the quali ty of it
must depen d on th e effor t t ha t th e individual p u ts
into making it an interesting journal once a gai n .

Yo u rs s incerely ,
D. G. MORAN.

• • •SPARK PLUGS
RIGHT fROM THE START

On every BUICK since 1908

On every OLDSMOBI LE since 1911

On every GMC Truck since 1913

On every CADILLAC since 1914

On every CHEVROLET since 1916

On every PONTIAC since 1926

Oriq inel equipment on ,If new I GM I
General Motors cars and truck s

Il~ R ~ 01 utuueu
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,Jim Mill er of Pukekohe has a panel beating
shop and a yard which is refresh in gly diff erent
a t time of writing. Breaking the monotony of r e­
pairing modem s he has hi s own 9/20 H um ber
baing rea died fo r the Hunua , hi s 15/40 Hu mber
is hav ing th e body bu ilt, George Gi bb's Taihape
based 3~ litre Bentl ey is having th e Park Wark
body titiva ted, th e Za gato body and panels f rom
Dal e Cour t 's Alfa are being tidied up , and th e
1912 Au stin Ten is having mudguards fitted .

News ha s r ea ched m e of another restoration
complete d after th re e years toil - Bob Atl ey's
1924 Ga rdner which we will look f orward to see­
ing on f ut ure r uns. J ohn Blakey is working we ll
on his 1926 Au st in 12-4 , a nd th ere won' t be a ny­
thing sloppy about thi s ca r wh en finish ed . Har old
Denton has the Moon off th e r oad, g iving it a
refurb ish. Rod W elch is goin g well in the rebuild
of another rare American model - th e Davis, on
which he ha s spent a lot of time a nd hard work.
Deryk Winterbotton ha s been fortu nate in finding
another 16.9 'B eam which will help him with
parts to complete hi s chass is.

A f r uit f ul for m of f und rai s ing is participation
in school Gala da ys and such like, f or wh ich th e
club a lwa ys has r equ ests fo r ca r s. B rian W alton
looks af'te r t hese, and is doin g a grand job , th ough
a little more suppor t f rorn members would make
hi s task easie r . H e ha s f ormulated a s ta nda rd of
paymen t by, and rules fOI', or ganise rs-no trans­
missi on punishing parades behind horses or
ma rc hi ng gir ls , no ho rd es of st icky fingered
childre n, a nd so on. T hese out ing s a r e p roving
quite popula r , and tw enty ca rs turned out in a
recent P a pakuru H igh School do, with a sa tis­
f a ct ory gain f or th e Club Builders Fund. Briun
has a f ew more requests f or vin tag e a nd veteran
publicity , of whi ch mor e later.

El sewhere you will find the stor y on th is years
H unua 100, whi ch attracted a good ly number of
ca rs and bikes and quite a few "first t imers" .

by Doug Wood

I didn 't know, wh en this j ob wa s given to me,
that not es fo r both th e magazine and the supple­
ment were wanted, but it is amazing how the
news collects . Undoubtedly, th e most important
development in our branch is the deci s ion by the
committee to proceed with the building of our
dub r oom s. We have been trying for years to
own prem ises for meeting , socia l event s, work­
shop and stor a ge. An em inen tl y suitable s ite at
th e Mu seum of Transp ort and Technology at
Western Springs has been mad e available, and
our a rc h itec ts have designed an attractive and
f u nct iona l building of which we will be justifiably
proud . F inance is coming f rom sche mes directed
at our members, who we are sur e will back this
proj ect with the enthusiasm it deserves. Our
membership cont inues to gr ow apace, and a home
of our own is long overdue. Funny how Yachties
manage to g et thei r own club houses so p ro­
lifi cally; th ey surely ca nnot be a mor e
ent hus iast ic bu nch than we a re!

The September run was en joyable and rather
unusual. It to ok th e form of a fu el consumption
test over a h undred-odd miles on the ton/miles
ba si s. At th e sa me time, each ca r had an observer
f rom th e Institute of Advanced Motorists who
j udged ou r sta nda rd of driving. W e had a lunch
bre a k at the Hot Sp rings at Miranda on the
Thames Estuary, cha nged obse r vers, and pro­
ceeded a long th e coast road in ex celle nt wea th er .
Th e Hurlingham Vauxhall of Brian Walton r e­
turned 18.6 M.P.G. on a n all up weig h t of 3985
pounds, a nd won tha t part of th e contes t , while
Allan Rob erts wa s awarded fir st p la ce by the
L A.M. I beli eve most peop le lost marks by driving
too close to th e vehi cle in f ron t .

BRA.NCH NOT'ES
AUCKLAND BRANCH NOTES

A uck la nd 's pr oposed new Clubrooms.
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Apropos th e H unua, it ha s been sa id that it's not
worth try ing- to win , a s th e winner ha s to set the
f ollowing- yea r s' eve nt, no easy task . However,
from my exper ien ce as a marsha l in this years
run, I t hi nk I ca n g ive the lie to this, a s a more
determ ined a mi route cons cious field of en t ra n ts
would have been hard to find , and ever ybody
see med keen to do t heir best. I take my ha t off
to the motor bik e gentry, es pecially th e solo
rid ers who battl e wind and weather, balance a
bik e, ~av igate, tim e keep , and sta y cheerf ul over
roads with somet imes unpleasan t sur f aces.

Early in November we he ld a most enjoya ble
picn ic, combine d with a con cours , at a private
beach on th e Manukau Harbour . The weather
wa s perfect, the tide was in, and the concours
was judged a succe ss. It was based on an Am er­
ican 'Sys tem, wh ereby eac h person judged hi s own
ca r with a se t list of cred its or debit s. Onc e you
get the hang of it, it works very fairly, and cuts
out a lot of work by judges, wh o a re usually
cr iticised after a concou rs anyway.

About tw enty cars turned out, E. C. Mill er 9/ 20
Humber, and Frank Knight, Dodge Six had top
marks, foll owed by Hayward's One Tone Ford '1',
Bob Atley 's Gard ner, Alan Rob ert's Velie, Les
Key's Austin 16 Sa loon . It wa s meant to be a fun
day, and it wa s.

Brian Walton organised a T.V. a ppea ra nce f or
ten cars in connect ion wi th th e presentation of
the Golden Disc Award on A.K.T.V.2. Th is went
over very well, and augmented the Club Funds
to a very worthwhile amount. These cars di d t he
job, which cons iste d of a very s hor- t r u n ca rry ing
th e award winners f rorn th e s tud io to th e r ecep­
t ion room: Bryan J a ck son Rolls-Royce; Allan
Roberts Velie, Rod W elch Mode l '1', Dave Lane
Studebak er Director, J ohn I rv in e Sunbeam, Brian
Walton Vauxha ll, Barry Birchall Wh ipp et, Alan
Colins Model '1', Earle Gill Talbot, Denni s Worley
Model A. A very photogenic turn-out,

Progress on th e organ isation of our 2,4 hour
run in January is proceed ing ste ad ily . Sponsors
are being found f or the entra nts ' cars, and a
satisf actory number of en t r ies are showing up .
Th e route will be a so r t of figure of eig ht centred
around Western Springs Stadiu m. More abo ut it
in th e next issue.

SOUTH CANTERBURY NOTES
by David George

SPRING PICNIC : As a tria l run for the Mt.
Cook Rally, two week s ea rl ie r, on October 13th,
23 members motored through to Rob Shand's
home a t " St r athcona n" , near Fairlie, f or what
looks like becoming an annual Spring Picnic,
Wh en the party arrived a t Stra thconan, a strong
nor'west wind made conditions very un plea sa n t,
and everyone welcomed Rob's invitation to have
th ei r pic nic lu nch es within h is rather la rge r e­
cept ion hal l. Fortunately, after dinner th e wind
g ave wa y to a fine, warm afternoon, and members
and t heir families were ab le to ba sk in the sun­
sh ine, swa p stor ies , and in sp ect vehicles, etc.,
wh ile t he chi ldren d elighted in rides on th e re sid­
ent donkey, and Bi ll Pieldington's Regal. 10 mcm,
hers travelled by veteran or vintage vehicles,
while th e remainder, including Andrew Andersou
and George W inslade fr om Christc hurch ,
travelled modern.

OTAGO NOTES
by David Goodman

H aving been reminded to r emit some notes I
will try to g ive the latest of news.

This Bran ch is at present working on a Motor
sh ow that we are going to run du ring f estival
week in January. This should be quite a show
and we have been very pleased with the su pport
th a t we have received f rom th e local bu sinesses
and motor house s. Many and varied are the
a tt r act ions t ha t the show committee have in m ind
to keep it swing ing and make it a show to r emem­
ber, Al so bein g worked on a r e th e annual Dunedin
- Br ig hton Veteran Run and th e I nver ma y hi ll­
climb to whi ch we will be pleased to welcome old
and new entr a nts.

There are sever a l loca l ca rs being wor ke d on at
present a nd Gordon Sharpe up to hi s ankles in
wocd sha vi ng s is makin g progress on the body of
his Bentley . Th e mill of Bob Oakleys Alvis is
ge tting the treatment from Brian Middlem ass now
th a t th e 4c1t ha s successfully passed it s cir cuit
day. P erhaps we should cha nge t he city name to
Alv is Town with th e a mount of Alvi now in the
Branch as there are tw o more examples belonging
to Geo i-g e T ofield and Dave Gamble getting th e
treatment as we ll. Des Ru dd le ha s blown the du st
off hi s Morris so he wi ll , we hop e, s ta r t again
on its resto ration.

Severa l Motor Cycl es a r e a lso be ing r estored , so
wh en these are fini sh ed the Branch will hav e an
excelle nt line up that would sa tisf y th e most di s­
cern ing cri ti c,

The Branch ex te nds a wel come to all vi s itors
and would li ke you to com e to the Clubrooms a t
40 Purk Street, as they are open every Friday
night 8.30 p.m. to midnight.

WANGANUI BRANCH NOTES
by Colin T ho mas

Though a bsent from th ese pages f or som e con­
s iderable time, th e Wanganui Branch is by no
means asleep . We ha ve ha d quite a bu sy year and
a r e looking f orward with enthus iasm to the
mot oring season ah ead,

Without a doubt our big gest and most succes s­
ful project this yea r ha s been th e Transport ex ­
hibit in the Wanganui Mu se um . With the ex ten­
s ion of thi s fine buildin g we have been allotted
an area just ins ide the main en t r a nce . Here we
are ab le to display thr ee vehicles at a time, p lu s
a Motor Cycle s ta nd and numerous di sp lay cases
conta in ing a wid e range of components and
hi sto ri c photog r a phs depicting motoring through
th e yea r s. To vi sitors to ou r city, this is a MUST
and if you "Vintage Bod s" ca n tear yourselves
away f rom our di sp la y, th e Muori Court, Colon ial
Cottage and other di sp lays are of outs ta nding
quality and tremendous interest.

On Sep tember 24th th e branch held a most
successf ul public film evening in the Davis Lee­
t u re Hall a t the Mu seum, Ab ou t 150 peop le
attended with a p lea sing representation f r om
other branches a nd th e ge ne r al public. A very
enter ta ining prog ram me incl ud ed two sound col­
cured sli de sequences which wer e expertly pro­
duced by some of ou r most energe t ic members.
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While t hese eve nts hav e help ed to bring the
clu b be fo r e the public, the mos t g ra tifyi ng a spect
of it is that we ha ve had a r ece n t in flux of new
members. We we lcome th em with open arms as
new blood is a nece ssa r y ingredient to k eep the
club al ive. We look f orwa rd to mee t ing them in
com petit ion and it is always exc it ing to se e new
cars a ppear on the sce ne . Several r estoration s are
u nde r way including the Cock erel! Austin 7, a
Na t iona l Che vro le t , a very rare Swift , an Essex
a nd a n A rrnst ro ng Siddley slipped s ile ntly into
town r ecen tl y.

It's good to see these r estor ations going on.
Keep it u p chaps. I hea r t hat Albie Voss has been
a dd ing a f ew mil es to hi s r ece nt ly r estored Mo del
A toure r. Have'nt seen th is ca r ye t bu t I be lieve
it demands a second gl a nce .

A S und a y tr ip to Wellington was well s up ­
ported by some 30 people during October and they
were f avo ured wit h a conduc ted t ou r th rough
So ut hwa r ds Mu seum. Good weather prevailed and
a lighthearted a t mosphere was enj oye d by all.

Prep a rations a r e well in hand for our a nnua l
Burma T rial in J anua r y. Most members will be
pl ea sed t o heal' that t h is year we will t ak e you
ove r a new route and we are anticipating a good
ent ry to take in the cha nge of scene. W e ar e al so
hoping for a lunch-time sw im a nd some li ght
enterta inme nt in t he eve ning. H owever, m ore of
this later. SEE YOU AT THE B U R MA.

On beh alf of a ll Waanganui Branch members I
ex te nd the com plime nts of the season to all a nd
wis h yo u ha ppy vintage motoring or long burn­
in gs of midnig h t oil wh ichever th e case may be.

MARLBOROUGH NOTES
by C. Patchett

W e recently ce leb ra ted ou r 10th Bi rthda y, the
br a nc h wa s form ed in September 1958. 15 Veteran
End Vintage ca rs and a number of modern on es
com ple te with fa milies j ourneyed to Waik akaho
Valley f or a picnic fo llowe d by a buffet t ea a t
Riverlands Hall. We had a few shor t speec hes. a
lot of long bee rs, cho pped up f a irly wid e birthday
ca ke, tidied up a couple of hu ndweight of p a rty
f a re r a nging from crayfish and r oast m eats
t h r ough to fr uit sa la d, I ce cream and coffee then
topped th e lot off sp inning some fairly tall yarns.
Altog ether a happy turnout.

Restoring vehi cle s of course is the lif e bl ood of
11 11 branch es and someo ne is alwa ys find in g some ­
thing wo r t h hammering out and put t ing back into
sha pe . Mod el A 's seem to head the li st in our
"Parish" at present and at least on e is being pre­
pa re d for t he Au str alian trip . W e al so hav e a
ve r y ni ce 192 6 Ford T Doctor 's Coupe slowly
going a long the assembly line. It shows great
p r omise a nd should end up a s one of our spar k­
ler s. Another excelle n t local r estoration a bout
half wa y through is go ing to be lost f ro m our
branch through the owner being transf erred. I f,
is a 1925 Overland 6 T ourer owne d bv Rod
Russell wh o is moving to As hbur ton t o li;e. I'm
su re t he Ashburton boys will be thrilled to have
this ni cely r estored ve hicle in thei r fleet. W e in
Blenhe im will al so mi ss the promi sed unveiling
ceremo ny a nd chris tening part y howev er we won't
g-ive up as it only costs 3 cen ts to p os t a fiver
from Ashburton to Bl enheim.
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Ot he r bra nches may be in teres te d to hear of
wh at we call our twice yearly W arrant of Fitness
even ing s . We have an ar-rangement wi th the
Transport Department te sting st a t ion who op en
up shop on an evening in bo th Septem ber and
March . W e all go along together and the Staff
willingl y g ive up an even ing to put our vehicles
through t he hoops . The ad vantages of this
a r r a ngeme nt are many, f or ex ample mem ber s do
not have to knock off work in the da ytime and
if f aults a re f ound we are able t o help eac h other
a dj us t brak es, lights etc., th en d ri ve t he ca r
a round to t he other end of th e que ue again , L a s t
Septem ber 20 ve h icles were put throu gh between
7 p.m. and approx. 9.30 p.m, W e pay the normal
cha r ge of 70 cents a nd wh en all ca r s are passed
fit fo r a f urt her s ix months the Soci al Committee
provid es a wel com e cup of t ea accom pa nie d by
th e usual natter . These two even ings each year
have become highligh ts of our ca le nda r .

BAY OF PLENTY NOTES
by Ma x Avery

In the Bay of Plenty the main em phas is of
br a nch activ iti es is di r ected toward the or g anisa­
ti on of the N orth I sland Easter rally, 1969, a nd
b ra nch r uns are patterned on se ctions of ro a d
which will be cov ered in the course of that rally,

Since all b r a nc h members will be helping r un
the r a lly , and will not be participating in th e
run s, vi sitors need hav e no f ear th at local kn ew­
ledge will win the day!

Des Stancliffe of T e Puke h a s been collect ing
R ugbys. H e now has three - the latest acquisi­
t ion being a 1928 t ruck with a two-sp eed diff
which he t railer ed hom e f or s pa r es over the
Kaim ai R ange f r om Matamata. H e h as al so pur­
chas ed the ex-Aver y ex-Mitc he ll ex-Bailey ex­
Bear ( H a milto n Club ) 1924 Hupmobile tourer
a nd ha s it under r estoration. It is ex pec te d t o
j oin hi s 1929 Rugby se da n on the roa d shor tly,

A new member, Graha m Smit hson of Rot orua ,
has a 192.9 21 h .p. 2671 c.c, Wol sel ey Messen ger
(not unlike the Morris I si s of the pe ri od) under
r estoration .

Mur ray McCl ymont's 1930 Ch r ysler 70 sa loo n is
com ing on . The panel work is be ing do ne at the
moment, and he hop es to he using the vehicle on
th e Nort h I sland run a s a che ck -poin t ca r.

Geoff Beet ha m ha s sold hi s If)23 20 h .p . Rolls
Royce tou r er to Mr A. L. Gabites of Wellington ,
The ca r wa s restored by Brian Stent of Taurang a
a nd is ex-Henk Cornelder, Geoff recently bo ugh t
a 4.3 litr e 19 37 Van den Plus-bodi ed Alv is in
Timaru.

Another new member is Ray Rowe wh o has
moved to Tauranga f r om Opunak e, H e brough t
with him hi s 192 9 Studebaker Commander
stra ig h t -e ig h t sa loo n, currently has this under
restoration, and to comple te it need s th e bracing
ba r which runs between th e headlamps a nd be a rs
the figure 8 , and the gr ab-ha ndle fo r the r ear
front se a t. The ca r is a sleeper . It was or ig inall y
owned by the Mayor of Gore, and has 64,000 on
th e clock . Naturally , Ra y was brought along by
fo r mer bra nch preside n t J ac k H oven, an avid
St udebaker man .
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A display by the B.O.P. Branch at a re cen t Hob hies and Outdoor Life Ex hibit ion at Tauranga to
publicise t he am ount of work involved in t he restor a t ion of a vintage car, fea turing chairman Bill

Janes' 1916 Rover buil t 12/16 Sun beam.

Bernie Keenan , wh o joined the club this year
in Au ckland, ha s moved to Tauranga al so. N o
doubt ab out it, everyone wants a place in th e
sun ! Bernie is chas ing a vintage Citr oen, and we
wi sh him luck.

SOUTHLAND NOTES
by Ba r ry Barnes

The Rally season is once a ga in up on us 'with
sig ns of st irring in a f ew vintage cor ne rs as the
various members machines a re again made r ea dy
fo r the r oad . Our fir st official event is in connec­
tion wit h a Gala Day at Otautau, t o be shor tl y
f ollowed by the Motor Cycle Rall y. The fir st run
will see Ra y L in dsay on hi s fir st outing with his
newly a cquired 1913 Star which has had th e
breathing' cons ide r ably impr oved by th e fitting' of
the or ig ina l type Zenith carbure t to r . The Motor
Cycle Rally should be a good fir st trip for Syd
Ay ling 's Norton after a complete r estoration.
Dennis Hunt hop es to have hi s 1929 Sunbeam
r estored f or the run too. The motor ha s been
r ebored etc ., and the prettying' up is un der ac ti on .
This bik e was on th e run last yea r in unrestored
condit ion .

Work ha s been sta r ted on th e Club's Chalm ers
Fire Eng in e and th e sta te of th e ge a r box is
ca us ing us some conce r n. Low and sec ond gear
pinions a re a bi t che wed up and there is a tooth

off second. It seems th at some mor e earnest than
skilf ul fir ema n has been ringing th e cha nges with
too mu ch vigo ur .

Can anyone help us with a Fuller & Son s F Z
model box 0 1' eve n th e vita l parts the reo f ?

Your sc r ibe recently viewed th e restor a t ion
work on Bruce Gri er son 's 1918 E xcelsior Motor
Cycle. Bruce ha s been noth ing shor t of f anatical
in obta in ing data f'or a uthent ic r estoration and
th e workmanship is of a s imila r sta nd ar d. The
loca l painter st ill gr oa ns out of r eflex action whe n
Bru ce walks in th e door as he h as lost count of
th e number of attempts he mad e at getting the
correct paint colour bef or e Bruce was sat is fied.
The E xcelsi or is beli eved to be a milit a ry model
bu t th e am ount of ni ckel plating wou ld be more
indicative of "For Hi s Maj esty" rather than "For
Hi s Majesty's Service".

Our Secretary Alan Meredith ha s di sp osed of
hi s 1907 De Dion and ha s st r ipped down and g one
over th e HlI0 Briton, ex Ray Lind say, ex Dave
Mill s, that he ha s purchased as a r ep lacement.
Alan intends to take the Br it on to Au stralia for
th e Interna ti onal Rally a nd no doubt wi sh es to be
th oroughly fa milia r with it bef or e he g oes.

Warren Jordan is r estoring an unusual
machine in th e form of a Bullnose Morri s that
wa s fitted many years ag-o with specia lly imported
contempora ry :i\LG. parts. Th e ca r is very well
rem embered am ong Southland motorists of some
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yea r s s ta nd ing a s its performan ce wa s well in
ex cess of t hat of t he us ua l doci le Morris a nd th e
ca r has a d is t inct resemb la nce to a n M.G. with
its wire wheels , spor t y bod y and so on.

A not he r r a re model u nd er r estoration in Sou t h­
la nd is the HJ23 Talbot Darracq own ed by Ken
Ri llston e. T he eng ine ha s been r econd itioned and
t he cha ss is wo rk is be ing a t te nde d to at t he
moment. T he maj or j ob with t h is ca r will be
re plac emen t of the bodywork aft of t he f r ont sea t
from wh ere it is com ple te ly non-ex isten t. I be­
l ieve Ken has plan s for r ebuild in g t he tourer body
a lt houg h he has t he a lt ernative of a n elegant
boa t-de cked two-seater for at least on e such
vehicl e r eached New Zeal and an d wa s owne d by a
f orme r ne ig hbou r of mine, before my time un­
fo r-tunately . If t hi s car motors a s well a s the
s imila r ca r ow ned by T erry Ch ick in Christ ­
chu r ch , Ken ha s himself a most desirable
ma chine.

It was r ecently p ubli shed in a welding
mag a zin e how a North I sland ent h us ias t has had
g udg eon pin SCOI'es in th e cylinde r ba rrels of hi s
H url ey fill ed with a new weld in g process appa r­
en tly wi th g r ea t success. This was of considerable
inter est to me, fo r after some di scu ssi on with the
r econdi ti on er s over the st a te of th e ba dl y scor ed
ba r rel s in my B.S .A. it was f elt that the best
thin g to do was to sleeve them. This ha s now been
don e a nd I'm told t her e is so me risk of the barrels
pa rt ing compa ny with t he moun t ing flanges so
I'm keep ing my fingers crossed. Its good to k now
t h er e is a no t he r way to cur e thi s problem without
cu t t ing too m uch out of th e barrel-c-even if it is
too la te for me.

I und ersta n d t ha t t he re is a Motor Mu seum
being estabiis he d in Qu een stown - a n excellen t
place f or on e - and Club members names a r e
bein g' mentioned in conn ection wi th the proj ec t
whi ch is being don e p rop erly with new bu ilding
etc. H owev er, the pr op onents are bei ng a li ttle
ba s hf ul, and are not letting on ve ry m uch at t hi s
s tage ? Still you ca n 't keep a th ing like th is quiet
fo r eve r - can you ?

WAIRARAPA BRANCH
NOTES

by Glen Bull

After a hectic la st minute rush the Club­
r oom s were finished in tim e f or our Inaugura l
Rall y which wa s held in Ma sterton on 5 and 6
October la st. Althou gh some work remains st ill t o
be do ne , th is is of on ly a mi nor na t ur e an d ca n be
fini shed at ou r lei sure. The weekend of our r a lly
wa s j ust lik e T ima r u la st East er . H eav y r a in the
previ ou s eve ning an d drizzly wea ther on Sa tu rday
comb ine d to make condi t ions under foot less th an
desi rable. All 32 entr ant s together with one late
en t ry a rr ived a t th e Showgrounds in t ime fo r
lu nch, sho wing signs of having comp le ted the 35
mi le ti me t rial which incl ud ed sever a l miles of
g r a vel r oa ds. T h r ee start ing point s were organ­
ised , a t F eathers ton , Eketahuna , a nd th e Clu b­
r oom s in Ma st erton, and eac h ro ute combine d to
fin ish at the fina l ch eck in Mas t erton from
when ce t he compet it ors journey ed to the Sh ow­
grounds .
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After lunch va rious field t est s were contes ted
a nd a s t he g rass was so wet the veh icles soon
t ook on a very di r t y a p peara nce. A t t he con­
clusion of these eve nt s the veh icles drove to a
loca l g a r- a ge where t he u se of a W ashmobil e h ad
been obta ine d and those not able to go t h r ough
t he Wash mobi le were clea ned with plent y of elbow
g rease and hose s .

A static di sp la y had been arranged f or the
Saturday nigh t a nd after clean in g , t he ve h icles
were dr iven into th e d ispla y she d, thu s obviating
th e WOlTY of garagi ng visi ting veh icles . The even­
ing fu nction cons isted of d inner, p resen tation of
t ime trial and d r iving t est awar ds , a nd , u ntil t he
pr oj ecto r broke down - film s.

Su nday mor ni ng dawned st ill wet a nd cold so
Conco ui-s judg in g' took place in the st a t ic di splay
area in stea d of a t t he Sh owgrounds a s had been
in te nded. The r ally prop er conclude d wi th lunch
a t th e Club roo ms.

H ow ever, a n a uct ion sa le h ad been or g an ised
and most com pe t it or s st a ye d to try and obtain
a bargain or t wo . A visit to a local wreck er th e
previous week by the Club Commit tee had
r esul ted in a large quantity of good material
which boosted the ot her ac qu ired par t s cons ider ­
ably. The Club ben efitted to the tune of $120 from
the auct ion .

M an awatu en t r a n ts dr ove off with the m ajority
of th e ca r awards while th e W elli ngton m otor
cycle ent r a n ts cle a ned up in thei r dep artme nt .

Si nce the Branch ha s bee n fo r med, a nd se ver a l
mor e intending memb ers a r e attending t h e
req ui r ed t h r ee club nigh ts bef ore joining . Of ou r
s ig ne d- up new m emb er s, mention must be ma de of
Alan Dou gl a s who own es an immacula te 1935
Alvis Speed 20. An ot her of our new memb er s h a s
j ust com plet ed a 19.24 Aus ti n 12/4 Saloon, h is
fir st ra lly bei ng our Inaugural event.

Th r ee membe rs a tten ded the a nnual N ovember
Rally in W ell ing ton without suc ces s pri ze-wi se ,
bu t all ag r eed it wa s a mos t enjoyable ou t ing.
W elling ton arra nged fo r a much nice r da y
weather -wise th a n we ourselves ha d.

HAWKES BAY NOTES
by Boh Borrows

A ro u nd 40 Vintage and Veteran turned ou t
f or th e Safa ri Run to ope n Peter Ru ssell 's Vint­
age H ost el.

The Motor Show organisers Rex Stuart a nd
BalTY Ander son have ev erything well in hand bu t
th e lack of voluntary help is not making the task
a s f ree fro m labour problem s a s one would ex pec t
f rom a br a nch with nea r 150 member s . W e must
r em ember t he return ex pected from thi s Show
will be to t he ben efi t of all of us so com e on
cha ps contact Rex Or Burry, even an h our will
help.

Ma ny res tor a t ions are u nder way and indi ca­
t ion s a r e t ha t f or nex t yea r we will see t he
fo llowing a ddi ti onal ca r s ad ded to ou r fleet .

Ces Bi sh op 's La gond a, Charlie Bla ck 's Mod el
'A' T our er. Ba r ry La y's Che v. Tou r er, Bob
Borrows 's Pl ym ou t h 4 T our er , Barry And er son' s
20/6 Au stin Sedan , P ete r Kelly 's Studebaker,
j ust to name a few.

OUI' Gisborne la ds hav e been ver y a ct ive a s the
fo llowing- shor t h isto ry a nd notes will indi ca te -



GISBORNE NOTES
Ou r Gisbor ne sub-bra nch was st arted with 4

enth us ias t ic members and now h as a thriving
club, with ab out 25 member s and st ill r eceiving
enquiries f ro m inter ested f olk s. Vehicles incl ude
ove r 25 vi ntage ones, 1 veteran an d two club
ve h icles - a Mor ri s Comme r cia l truck (almost
finis hed) and the Ca r lton car (b ody to be built).

Monthly meeting s in mem bers ' hom es are well
a t tended , including goo d r epresentati on of wi ves.
Three of th e g ir ls have invested in cars a nd now
awa it aid fro m hu sbands fo r the r estorati on j obs.

Being a new sub-branc h, ou r mem bers have
only 3 ve h icles motoring , 12 be ing r estor ed, wi t h
2 nea r ing comple t ion, a nd a ll th e other s a t an
ear ly restor ation stage or awaiting thei r turn .
A fe w ha ve hi gh hopes of a ttendi ng the N .!.
Ra lly next Easter a s com pe t itors.

The majority, we hope, will hav e their 'Prid e
a nd .Io y' on sho w f OI' La bour Week- en d 1969 ,
w hen th e Hawk es Bay Safari will run t o Gisbo r ne
fo r Cook Bi -centen a r y year. Runs wiII begin in
H awkes Bay ancl a ls o we hop e, (n egoti ation p r o­
ceeding) f rom Whakatane, converging on Gis­
borne , wh ere arrangem ents a re alread y in hand .

Fou r Gi sborne mem ber s an d famili es a ttended
th e r ecent Gentle Annie Safari . On e brought h ome
th e h a rd lu ck prize, af te r break ing down, whil e
t he ot he r t h ree enjoyed t he ex perience of
marsh alling.

On th e local scen e we have held three Sund ay
afternoon time tr ial s in our ' t in ' cars. Although
most of th e ent ra nts manage to get lost at some
st a ge a nd r un up hun dr eds of points, we are im­
proving, and eve n managed to survive som e tests
on the la st ru n. Amazing how many don 't kn ow
th eir ca r r egi stration numbers!
Rem ind er : Don 't fo rge t to take your member shi p
list on holiday with you, it's sur pr is ing the com­
pany it offers - MERRY CH RI ST MAS.

BUY, BORROW OR BEG

Some member s have factor y parts li st, one
make Club Bu lle t ins Or s imila r publication s which
g ive Moto r, Car, 0 1' Chassis Number s with 'da tes ,
some t imes th e da y or month . The library ha s

a de qua te Da tin g in fo rmation fo r some makes but
is a little light fo r ot he rs . The loan of any
p ublica t ion from which information ca n be copied
would be a g reat help to th ose wh o g ive a grea t
deal of ti me each month searchi ng for definite
information to date memb ers vehi cles. Any book
etc. se nt to E ri c Ga It , 63 Ho on Hay Road, Christ­
chu rch 2, will be r eturned by r egi ste red post
wit h in a f ew days.

S,OUTH IS,LAND
MOTOR CYCLE RALLY

CHRISTCHURCH

15th FEBRUARY, 1969

Entry fo rms availab le from your Branch

Secretary now , o r frem the Ra lly

Sec retary :

M r A. J. WILLS,

BOX 29, TAl TAPU

Entr ies close with the Rally Sec retary on :

7th FEBRUARY, 1969

Classified Advertisements
MEMBER OF VI NTAGE CAR CLUB OF N .Z.

INC: F r ee for firs t thr ee lin es (approx. 25
words) ; thereafter 10 cents per line (8
words ) .

NON-M EMBERS: 50c for fir st thr ee lin es or less;
thereafter 10c per line.

To . be a ccepte d all advertisements mu st be
typed an d be accompa nied by the necessary
r emittance and mu st be in the hands of th e
Editor not later than the 15th day of the month
bef ore publication date.

Spec ia l disn lav advertisements of cars f or sa le
comp lete with photos may be inser ted at specia l
and very rea son able rates , for details of which
se r vice write t o the Ed it or .

W ANT ED: 1929 Mod el " A" Radiator Sh ell. To
complete r estor ation . Have Model A Ro ad ster
Bows to swap. R . T . Corner, 43 Cook Street, Ham­
ilton .

SF.LL OR SWAP: 1910 -192.1 Sins-er 1100 c.c,
Cl T H 12 evl.ma z . W rite to C. J. Chasten . 255
Ca shmere' Ro a d, Ch r is tc hurch 3, N.Z. P hone
383-727.

WANTE D : F or 1 93:~ W olseley, Smiths 5" speedo
and r ev . cou nte r and cy cle gu a rd s , Write to C. .1.
Chas ten. 255 Cashme re Roa rd, Ch ristch urc h Cl,
N.Z. Phon e 383-727.
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WANTED: Sch ebler De Luxe ca r bur et tor for
1926-29 7/ 9 Harley. Geoff Hockley , 7 Gr esham
Terrace, Christch urch 7. Phone 889-708.

WANTED: Left-han d stub ax le for 1934 Humber
12 (Vogue) . P lea se write Max Knight, 17 Pem­
bro ke Road . Stratford ..

FO R SAL E: Limited Quanti ty of " Bray" acety­
lene Bur ners. F emale fit t ing sizes 21 and 14
Iit res and a few odds . 50c eac h T. D. Basher,
r.o. Box 10031, Phillipstown , Chr istch urc h.
Phone 895-726 .

FO R SA LE : Authentic r ep r odu ced copies of E . &
J. side a nd tail Lamps. $25 each , a lso will r estor e
old la mps or will trade. T . D. Bash er, p.a. Box
10031, Phillipstown, Chris tchurc h. Phone 895-726 .

WANTED : Chevrolet, 1922- 26, in going ord er.
Body condit ion immater ial. Must have wheels,
gua r ds , etc . B. W. Munro, Stokes Valle y.

WANTED: Rolls Roy ce Si lver Ghost or Phantom
(or a Bentley would do) . Does not need to have
a body .. H av e some veterans whi ch I would swa p
to get a sui ta ble ca r. D. Hall , 161 Main Street,
Huntly. Phone 879 or 1489.

\VANTED : 19" wire spoked wheel to fit 1932-34
Austin 16/ 6. This wheel is six stud heav y duty.
Reply P . F'reukes, 390 Ulster Str eet, Hamilton or
phone 41-0 17 Collec t .

FOR SALE : Chrysler "70" Roadster 1926 Model
with spare engine, clu tch and ge a r box. 8 tyres
(ne w and near new with tubes ) and spare rims.
Restor ation complete d 4 yea rs ago at cost of
$1200. This price o.n.o. H. S. Aldrich, 1 Bel Air
Drive, Mt. Roskill, Auckland, 6.

F OR S ALE : 1921-22 James 2 stroke M/cycle ,
r estore d $140 or wou ld swap for vin tage car to
res to re of simila r value. I. Kend all , 36 Kings Av e,
Wanganui. P hone 5897.

WANTED : F or 1916 Model " N" H upm obile.
Wh eel r ims, head lights, badge, door and hood
ha r dware, r ea r mudguards etc ., a nd ser vice man­
ua l. C. K. Pi ckett, 15 Newhaven Place, P almer­
st on North.

FOR S ALE : 1927 Lea F'rancis 3 Seater Coupe .
Rare model. Restored an d exce llent or der
thr oughout . Rea sona ble offers t o L. Th omas, 9
Chamberl a in Street, or Phone 68 S, F eilding,

PARTS WANTED: Ford T 1926. Tudor Sedan.
Body parts, Gua rds , H ead La mps , Seats, Bonnet,
an y parts. Will t r avel South. K. J ona than, 31
Morri nsville Road, H amil ton. Phone 67-675 .

W ANTED: P air brass side Lamps to suit the
Crestmobile , also pai r Bicycl e acetylene Lamps.
Pl ease contact E . M. Delany, 150 Evans Bay
P ara de. Wellington. P hone collec t 559-097.

c. HUNION (1967) LID
55 KI LMORE STREET
CHRISTCHURCH

Telephone 69-786

Quotations gladly given for-
REBUILDING VETERAN & VINTAGE CARS

RESPOKING WOODEN WHEELS

RENEWING ROTTEN WOODWORK
Specialists in . . .

N EW BODY WO RK CHASSIS STRAI GHT EN IN G PAI NTING
DOOR LOCK AND W INDOW REPA IRS

GLASS REPLACEMENT S BUMPER REPLACEMENT SERVI CE

WE TAKE THE DENT OUT OF ACCIDENT
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Through the years of automobile
history, from veteran and vintage to

the present day.

"~MIS YOUR SYMBOL OF
QUALITY AND SERVICE

~
MORE NEW ZEALAND MOTORISTS

DRIVE ON FIRESTONE
THAN ON ANY OTHER BRAND

-



-

the power 0' Meth~1 Benzine

183.3

The Protector
T o over take with sa fety you need power.
Methyl Ben zin e ove rco mes po wer fade whe n
pick -up is need ed most. Su rge a hea d to sa fety
with Supers hell, It ha s th c power to protect.

METHYL BENZINE more than a pin t in every gallo n of

Supershell


