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HAAST COMPARISON SERIES
No. 4 THE 1902 Crestmobile

by M. J. Poynion

When I started on the Haast Rally
comparison series, of which cars from
classes 6, 9, and 7 viz.; Rally No. 606, 1928
Alvis entered by Alan Dray of Wellington,
MNo. 912 Chrysler entered by Charlie
Maxwell of Wellington, and Rally No. 766
Sunbeam entered by Colburne Wright of
Hawke's Bay, I intended to run the series
concurrently but owing to other situations
creeping in from time to time, there has
been a considerable time lag in this series.
Anyway, getting back on to the job I
would like to present my selection for
class No. 2 which is veteran cars having
one, two or three cylinders, and veteran
cars having four or more cylinders under
1500 c.c. The natural choice for the class
is Rally No. 207 the 1902 Crestmobile
entered by Bill Delany of Wellington. The
Crestmobile being the oldest car in its
class and consequently the oldest and
smallest engined (capacity wise) to com-
pete in the International Rally.

The Crestmobile story is in many ways
quite romantic and possibly unique in that
the car since its first ownership has
remained at the same address, 150 Evans
Bay Parade, Wellington, and it is only
the ownership which has changed. The
Crest Motor Company which manufae-
tured this car, were based in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, U.S.A., and only survived
in business for four vears, from 1900 to
1904. The history of the Company is very
vague and Bill Delany has spent a con-
giderable amount of time in collecting
what little information that appears t{o
exist concerning the aectivities of the
Crest Company. It is known that the 1901
maodel cars possessed a De Dion Bouton
moter (presumably the 1900 models did
also), while Bill's 1902 car has an engine
which carries the company’'s own name,
i.e., a single cylinder air cooled motor with
an automatic inlet valve, It appears that
in 1903 the Company changed itz policy
and decided to make a much more
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sophisticated car in the form of a shaft
driven transmission with an 8 h.p. engine.
Eumour has it that this car was intended
to challenge the Model “A” Ford but this
did not happen as Ford went on to much
greater things while the Crest Company
went out of business, All in all, the com-
pany produced a number of ears of which
only three are known to survive, one
having a De Dion Bouton engine.

The Crestmobile was imported into New
Zealand in 1902 possibly by somebody in
the Wairarapa but, be this as it may, the
Crestmobile has the distinction of being
the first car to be assembled in Welling-
ton. As a point of interest it was also
the twelfth vehicle to be registered in
Wellington  (registration No. W1012)
when registration came into force in
Wellington in 1906. The proud owner, a
Mr Cerchi of 150 Evans Bay Parade,
Wellington, had a bievele shop in Willis
Street alongside the Evening Post build-
ing where he started in business around
the turn of the century, and was possibly
not concerned by the Crestmobile’s terrific
thirst for the thin profile tyres which it
has had most of its life, for he employed
a mechanic named George Foothead whao,
among other worthwhile attributes, could
also manufacture bicyvecle tvres,

Commencing in 1900 and continuing on
till about 1920, Mrs Cerchi ran a Tea
Rooms ealled the Bellavista, and this must
have been quite a thriving business in the
weekends as many people used to wend
their way around the parade on foot or
horseback and would have found the Tea
Rooms conveniently situated approxim-
ately halfway around the parade. The
parade as we know it today must be
entirely different to the narrow goat track
which existed in those days, and this
factor could have largely influenced My
Cerchi to purchase the Crestmobile
because of its narrow track and light
weight, as anything much bigger would



have difficulty in negotiating the parade,
Bill has subsequently discovered that
the Crestmobile was burnt about 1904 and
it was at this stage that Mr Cerchi prob-
ably made certain modifications to the
body, ie., fitting of a “bonnett”, wind-
sereen and mudguards, ete. It is interest-
ing to note that when the ecar was
equipped with its original dog-cart body
it possessed a hood of some sort, pre-
sumably a surry top, but this had to be
removed as it offered too much resistance
and slowed the car down to a standstill
in the wind, and also succeeded in blowing
the car over on at least two occasions.

Mr Cerchi died in 1932 and the car
which had been used daily up until then,
was put into the garage where the Tea
Rooms had been (originally the Crest-
mobile had its own little garage at the
side of the Tea Rooms as can be seen in
the accompanying photograph).

Mrs Cerchi continued to live on at the
house after her hushand's death, as some

clause in Mr Cerchi’s will had stated that
the property could not be sold while his
wife remained alive. Mrs Cerchi lived
until 1943 and as Bill and family lived a
short distance away from the property,
they decided to purchase the old place if
it came on the market.

After the long legal proceedings which
always seem necessary to transact a
negotiation of this type, Bill eventually
found himself the owner of the property
lock, stock and barrel. As the property
was at this stage very old and had little
or nothing done to it for many years, it
took Bill several weeks of sorting and
cleaning up to ascertain just exactly what
he had finished up with in the way of
goods and chattels. By this time you have
probably guessed that one of the chattels
wag the Crestmobile. There it sat on rot-
ten tyres covered in dust and junk, looking
very dejected and the first thought that
ran through Bill's mind was that it would
finish up at the tip along with the other
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two or three truck loads that had already
gone. In fact, it was actually put on the
back of a truck to go to the tip by one of
Bill's hired hands and had Bill not arrived
heme at that very moment and decided
that the car should have a temporary
reprieve at least, that would have been
that, and no Crestmohile,

Bill finally got the house ship shape and
the family moved in and the garages were
renovated and turned into spray painting
hooths., The Crestmobile being very small
was tucked away under a cover and tem-
porarily forgotten about until one day Len
Scuthward called on Bill and said he had
heard that a veteran car race was to be
held in Lower Hutt in due course and
what did Bill think of the idea of entering
in it. Bill says that he was not particularly
keen on the idea at all but Len’s
enthusiasm and persuasive ways decided
him that at least it wouldn't do any harm
to see if the old car would run and he
would just take it from there. Len arrived
one Sunday morning and after several
hours of tinkering and experimenting, the
car was eventually made to run.

The race that Len had been talking
about was, in faet, the Lower Hutt to
Upper Hutt Event which was sponsored
by Andrew Smith, a Lower Hutt business-
man in 1950, and it was run in conjunction
with the newly formed Hutt Valley
Motoring Club. Some of the vehicles that
appeared on the starting line were the
Crestmobile containing Len and Bill, the
1900 De Dion Bouton loaned to Rex
Porter by its then owner, an old lady

Bellavista Tea Rooms with the little shed which
housed the Crestmobile in its early years shown
on the left.
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living in Carterton, the 1913 Maudslay,
owned and driven by Dick Moult, and the
1908 Calthorpe, owned and driven by Bill
Shiells. Unfortunately the Calthorpe
suffered gearbox trouble soon after the
start and so Dick Moult had no compe-
tition for his car, but this however did
not give him a victory for the handsome
Andrew Smith Trophy which was donated
by Mr Smith to Wellington Branch on its
formation in 1958, was jointly won by the
De Dion and the Crestmobile.

After the Lower Hutt to Upper Hutt
race, the Crestmobile was returned to the
shed and was not seriously thought about
again until about 1957 when Vintage Car
activities began to come into effect in the
North Island as Wanganui Branch was
very active and the separate Auckland and
Waikato Clubs had also done a lot for the
movement in their own territories. One
of Rill's big problems in these davs and
this remained a serious problem up until
a comparatively short time ago, was the
availability of suitable tyres for the Crest-
mobile. As mentioned before, the original
tyres had been long since ruined and Bill
subsequentlv found that Germany was one
of the few places in the world where he
could get a tyre that would replace the
original American tyres.

The car was prepared in time to com-
pete in the first V.C.C. National Rally held
at Picton in 1958 and this was the start
of a long and varied competitive career
for the car and before the Haast Rally in
1965, a complete restoration. Two little
tit bits which are well worth mentioning
about the car before it became Rill's
property, was that firstly during its long
retirement after Mr Cerchi’s death, some
boys succeeded in breaking into the garage
and getting the car out letting it sit at
the bottom of the dip. This apparently
happened on several occasions and one of
the neighbours always had the job of
pushing the car back into the garage. One
day however, just after the two prank-
sters had got the car outside and were in
the process of removing the two side
lamps, the neighbour arrived on the scene
and gave chase, One of the boys threw his



side lamp back at the neighbour but the
gecond boy and side lamp got away and
this unfortunately is still missing. The
other incident which seems so hilarious
now, is that in 1942 when Mrzs Cerchi’s
health was failing, an auction was held
at the home and the Crestmobile was
among the articles offered. Would you
believe that no one was prepared to start
the bidding at 5/- for it and it appears
that several garages were approached
aboutl the car in case it might have some
publicity walue, but being war time no
one showed the slightest interest and so
the car was pushed back into the shed
and remained there until the afore-
mentioned events took place.

The specifications of the 1902 Crest-
mobile “Runabout Model B"™ are as
follows :

ENGINE — No. 850

Single eylinder air cooled 3iin. bore by
3lin. stroke developing approximately 3}
h.p., e.c. rating approximately 500 (with
these specifications and the subseguent
following details it can be seen that the
engine bears remarkably close resem-
blance to the De Dion Bouton motor
tricvele engine of 1898) a detachable
eylinder head combined with an automatic-
inlet valve mounted in a detachable seat-
ing, and the exhaust valve below it is
operated directly by a cam on the half
speed spur wheel. A surface vapouriser
was emploved and a battery and coil
ignition is used and originally the engine
ran at constant speed, no throttle being
fitted. Any variation in speed being
brought about by manouvring the spark
control,

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

Tiller steering, chain drive two speeds,
no reverse fitted, column cluteh and gear
shift.

Some of the advertisements which
appeared at the time that Crestmobiles
were in production are rather interesting
and the American advertisements gener-
ally read something like this:

The Horseless carriage for the noviee.
The only car that can be really driven
and kept in repair by persons with no

mechanical knowledge. Can be supplied
disassembled in three packages, engine,
chassis and body parts. Easy to assemble
and maintain, no mechanical knowledge
required, Starts from seat, no vibration,
grand hill climber, 100 miles per day
without fatigue, carries luggage. Cheaper
and more useful than a dog cart and
horse for station work, pleasure drives,
or country touring,

The English advertisements were a
little more conservative. They read:

These reliable American cars are priced
at 100 guineas. We are daily supplying
these cars to country gentlemen—army
officers, doctors, clergymen, professional
and commercial men—who have had no
previous experience of motors and who
are driving and looking after them with-
out the assistance of chauffeurs. We give
prospective purchasers exhaustive trials
free, by appoiniment, and all necessary
instructions.

When Eill decided to enter the car for
the Haast Rally, he not unexpectedly
encountered several serioug problems. The
main one being that the organisers who
had more than enough on their minds at
this stage, were not too happy with the
idea of a ear which at best could only do
an average of 12 m.p.h., and with the
mileages envisaged each day and in par-
ticular the long first day hop, it was going
to mean starting several hours before any
of the other competitors. Another problem
which was brought to Bill’s notice, was
the fact that the Crestmobile might hold
up traffic for quite long distances at
certain stages of the Rally. Bill stuck to
his guns and eventually won his battle
with the organisers and was allowed to
compete. He then set about preparing
himself, his family and of course, the
Crestmobile for the monumental task
ahead,

The family travelled in the Morris
Oxford pulling a caravan and the Crest-
mobile's trailer which apart from housing
the car at times, also carried all the
necessary equipment to keep the car going
for the ensuing period. Bill had been
acquiring 12 new tyres and as it turned
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1507, 30 ]'I.p... ﬁ-{j‘“rldlr Standard. The oldest known ;urw'ui.ng e:amplc- aof the marque.
The 3,312 cc. power unit has its cylinders cast in pairs, and with the '‘Roi des Belges' coach-
work as fited the wehicle cost £470. On open rosds, the car i3 still capable of 40 m.ph.
and the peiral consumption appra:inﬂ?df 16 miles per gl|lm.




out these just got him through with
nothing much to spare, otherwise it was
going to be a daily routine of servicing,
scheduled maintenance, unscheduled main-
tenance and spending as many hours as
necessary on the road to get to the next
destination.

I scrutineered and drove in the Crest-
mobile a couple of months before the Rally
commenced and it was quite obvious by
that date Bill had things pretty well
ironed out and the car not only looked
extremely nice, but was also in tip top
mechanical order and as ready as it could
ever be for its greatest test, the Haast.

Bill's epic drive over the period of
March 6th-18th, 1965, is well known, but
what isn’t so well known is the fact that
the car was driven 1050 miles and to
achieve this Bill had to spend up to 141
hours on the road on the long drive from
Christchurch to Pukaki, a distance of
approximately 180 miles. Before the run
could be started the next day a full
check over was required and of course
punctures galore and the subsequent
using up of all the spare tyres. Remark-
ably however, the only mechaniecal failure
proved to be a broken fuel line which over
all goes to prove the tremendous amount
of restoration work and service prepar-
ation that the car was given after each
long day's run during the Rally. After
listening to Bill's account of his nightly
routine for preparing the car for the next
day's run, I just eannot work out how he
managed to get any sleep at all. It is
obvious that Mrs Delany and Linda and
Peter did their share towards keeping Bill
and the car in a fit state to tackle these
long lonely drives. As mentioned hefore
when driving a car which at best can
only average about 12 m.p.h., even 100
miles distance is a full day’s work and it
wasn't an uncommon sight to =zee Bill
walking beside the Crestmobile while
negotiating a long hill in order to spare
the little engine from becoming red hot by
having to pull his weight up the hill as
well,

Well, thiz iz all history now and is
obvious that Bill wouldn't have missed

thiz marathon for the world as it is some-
thing he'll be able to tell his grandchildren
about when they come to visit him and
will no doubt want to know all about
grandpa's funny old motorcar.

Since the Haast the car has been
entered in the majority of the New
Zealand Rally events and in 1967 Bill took
the Crestmobile to Australia to compete
in their National Tour.

The problem of getting suitable tyres
became even more acute and Bill was
finally forced to fit modern rims and
narrow profile motor scooter tyres. These
however, look very similar {o the rims
and tyres fitted to most of the small
veteran cars about the turn of the century.
From what I can gather this manoeuvre
has permanently ironed out the tyre
problem and probably gives a much more
comfortable ride.

In writing finish to this article I think
it is only appropriate that the final word
should come from Bill and below is the
little screed which went out with Bill's
1966 calendars, rather fitting don’t you
think!

THE 6th INTERNATIONAL RALLY
AND THE CRESTMOBILE

The “old timers" pictured on this calen-
dar against the magnificent Southern
Lakes background are but a few of the
300 immaculately restored wvehicles that
took part in the Sixth International
Veteran and Vintage Car Rally held in the
South Island, Mew Zealand, in March,
1965,

Thiz historic event was the biggest
rally of its kind held outside Europe and
great eredit is due to the organisers for
such a stupendous undertaking and a
resounding success,

Competitors came from seven countries,
and of the 300 veteran and vintage motor
cars and motor cycles that took part only
one or two were forced to retire with
mechanical trouble and there were no
accidents,

There were 80 different makes of
vehicles represented, each portraying the
fine craftsmanship, engineering skill and
pioneering spirit of the makers of the
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motoring history leading up to present
day development. The many and varied
features of these early vehicles accounts
for the enthusiasm that goes into the
restoration and preservation of these
veterans of the road.

The Crestmobile, the smallest and
oldest in the rally, completed the course
under its own power and apart from being
forced to trail over a torturous section of
unsealed road on account of multiple
punctures and a broken fuel line, covered
1050 milez in nine days of motoring at an
average speed of 12 miles per hour. The
longest day's driving from Christchurch
to Pukaki (178 miles), taking 141 hours.

The little Crestmobile is quite rare and
has a unigque history., Made in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, U.S.A. The Crest Com-
pany existed only four years, from 1900
to 1904.

Evidence of the long period of trial and
error of its designer is indicated by the
fact that on parts of the chassis can be
clearly seen stamped 1898, running paral-
lel to Ford in the development of the
American automobile at the turn of the
century. It was the first car to be
assembled and the twelfth to be registered
in Wellington. The original registration
number was W1012, the numbers com-
meneing at 1001 in 1906 when registration
came into force in Wellington.

* b .} L ]

Here are its specifications:
1802 Crestmobile, TUS. A Chain drive
“Runabout™ Model B, 2 speeds
Semts  two persons Mo reverse
Single evlinder No throttle Lu:rl:.l:innllr:l.
Alr cooled gasolinge engine. Columna cluteh and gear shife
Max. speed 16-20 m.p.h. Automatic inlet valve
Price (in 1962} %550, Later models (1003-4)
Tiller steering shafidrive.

As the owner and driver of the Crest-
mobile T should like to thank our staff who
co-operated in painting and refitting, to
customers, friends, well-wishers and the
many kind people who helped in some way
{(many not known to me personally) with
the restoration of the Crestmobile to

enable me to participate in this memorable
event.

E. M. DELANY,
and the Crestmobile crew.
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GENERAL NOTES
FROM THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Intending members for 1969 should from now
on be advized that if they defer their application
to May 1st they will be finaneial for the year
1969,/70.

Would all members note that a printing error
was made in the Calendar of events, Namely the
1960 Labour Week-end Rally was listed as being
run by Wellington Branch, and this is incorrect.

Early in February all Branch Secretaries will
be advised of any unfinancial members in their
Branch, If they colleet the subseriptions from
these members and send to the Treasurer the
Branch will be allocated an extra $2.

PROGRESS REPORT —
JAGUAR REGISTER

by L. W. Patterson

A small but rather interesting response event-
uated from Beaded Wheels publicity on the pro-
pozed formation of the N.E. Jaguar Register
which iz aimed at providing some record of this
marque, especially with regard to the earlier
models.

Mainly dealing with models up to the Mark VII
the register has already been informed of some
unique cars, especially the 1932 S5 Saloon of Ron
Royeroft of Auckland and the 1933 8551 16h.p.
zaloon of Mr J. Armstrong of New Plymouth.

Both of these cars would be rated rare any-
where in the world and in restoring his car Mr
Armstrong has acquired not only much specialised
knowledge about these cars but also a substantial
stoek of spares.

Cars which have been reported to, or are known
by the register inelude the 1932 and 1933 S58s, a
1934 881, 1936 SS 23 litre o.h.v., 1937 23 litre,
two Mark I'Vs, one 33 and one 2§ litre, a Mark V
drophead coupe, and a Mark VII, as well as Ron
Royeroft's Jaguar special with 230 h.p. engine in
a tube frame, De Dion rear end and Halibrand
type diff.

Then there are the two cars at Tirau includ-
ing an Airline 38 while the 881 or II which
“graced” the hillzside outside Tauranga for many
vears and belonged to motor cyvele enthusiast, Reg
Hone, has gpone down to Christchurch, where
someone — as yet untraced — has a major
restoration job where the body iz concerned.

With one of the aimz of the register heing to
source and pass on requests for parts, the register
has information now where parts for 1934 and
1937 cars, 1938 13 and 23 litre motors, and 1947
2} litre are available.

Although the register has barely scratched the
surface of those who could be interested promises
of help from Auckland and New Plymouth have
been forthcoming but the South Island is repre-
sented by only one owner at present.

Recently, a branch of the Jaguar Drivers Club
was formed in Rotorua and there is the thought
that the register may link up with this group in
order to widen its seope of bringing in as many
as possible who are interested in these cars,

Those who are interested in participating in the
register should contact L. Patterson, 37
Smiths Road Tauranga.




A VISITOR’S EYE VIEW OF THE HUNUA 100

by Max Avery

Another Hunua 100 is over, and looking
back on it, I think it was probably the
most enjoyable Hunua 100 so far. Even
taking into account the fact that our
three litre Bentley came to a clanking
halt with a con-rod in two places soon
after the lunch stop, it was a jolly good
rumn,

There was no doubt about it. Huey, who
had been busy sending it down the day
before, turned on some sunshine, and the
Auckland boys, inspired by Phil Jones,
turned on a first-class fast touring route.

It was not as fast a touring route as
Gordon Pearce, who was driving the
short-chassis Red Label I was navigating,
turned out, but as Gordon said, it always
pays to have a few minutes up vour
sleeve. This caused me to say, on more
than one occasion, that a few minutes
might be okay, but was not a quarter of
an hour (according to my reckoning) too
much ?

What with the magnificent Bentley
noises coming through the bulkhead, the
roar of the wind and the cheers of the
passing populace, however, he just did
not seem to hear,

This made timekeeping a little difficult,
as the pace was such the navigating
instructions came up in quick succession,
and with a 556 m.p.h. gale swirling over
the aero screens and trying to suck
esgential route sheets overboard, and the
magnificent view of execiting curving
metal roads being gobbled up under the
gleaming German silver of the Bentley
radiator, there was plenty to do without
worrying about time.

I have found that one can get to most
checkpoints within 100 or so points of the
proper time largely by instinct, anyway.
Gordon did not quite accept this theory, so
token gestures like looking at the mileage
recorder and then at the watech, and
scribbling a few figures down on the top
of the route sheet had to be made.

Most of the other cars in the Hunua
seemed to be in much slower sections than

us. I mean, nobody passed us. [ suppose
they thought that since it was a Bentley
it should be allowed to travel at the speeds
at which Bentleys were made to be
driven. Gordon was quite happy, anvway,
and what with the set speeds and his
intention of keeping a few minutes ahead,
we got over the ground faster than some-
what.

“Exhilerating’” is really the only word
than can describe fast touring motoring
in an open two-seater Bentley on a
brilliantly fine morning, with wonderful
panoramas of rolling farmland and the
Waitemata Harbour wisible beyond the
immediate stretch of the road on which
we were travelling.

Add to this the thrill of zooming past
some beautiful vintage and veteran ma-
chinery, the cheerful banter with check-
point marshals, the answering waves (and
the odd kisses blown) to the admiring
little groups which gathered at crossroads
and farm gates to cheer, and you have
all the ingredients of one of the most
thrilling motoring experiences possible.

Mind you, we did not make all the
checkpoints on time. However, instinct
won out twice (although Gordon swore it
was looking at the mileage recorder and
the watch and the figuring) and we did
not lose any points on two of the morning
checks. Once the directions were a little
beyond our comprehension, and we fol-
lowed an American saloon which proved
to be on the right track, but we are not
proud,

Once Gordon alleged we were being
baulked by an American utility which was
proceeding down a one-way road (for
which a safe speed would have been about
10 m.p.h.) at 20 m.p.h, but by having
to stay behind the utility we got to the
checkpoint bang on time. Which proves
something ?

The merry band at the lunchbreak
looked as if they had not had so much
fun since they last grilled half a dozen
sheep over open fires, and after a good
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tuck-in to a plateful of greasy mutton,
washed down by the ice-cold sharpness of
a dry white (insulated by half-a-dozen
newspapers and mildly aerated by the
bouneing around it got in the back of the
Bentley) we were away for a brief but
enjoyable run. The rally for us ended at
the top of a hill about three miles past
the first checkpoint of the afternoon. We
had a great run up the hill. As I remarked
to Gordon, the gear ratio was just right
for the hill. The three litre sang beauti-
fully as we ascended the metal ineline, but
at the summit there was this nasty,
expensive, discordant sound. It was
obvious she would sing no more mechani-
cal operas on the highway for a while.
While Gordon poked around in its
innards through the plug holes 1 hitched
an enjoyable ride on to the finish in a
12/4 Riley, where our host for the week-
end, Auckland branch secretary, Harold
Kidd, volunteered to tow us in with his

Willys station wagon., And this after he
had negotiated the 100 miles plus of the
Hunua on a motor-cycle. It was fortitude
of a rare order, but of such stuff are the
club’s members made.

We didn't have time to change hefore
the dinner and social that evening, but
nobody seemed to mind the mud on our
shoes, and we gratefully accepted Bruce
Catchpole’s offer of a ride home in his
Packard phaeton,

Up in a Bentley, home in a Packard,
it was wonderful motoring all the way.
And Gordon reckons he will have the Red
Label on the road for the Tauranga branch
national rally next Easter. Meanwhile, it
means writing home to the U.K. for con-
rods, and mucking about with nuts and
bolts and unimportant things like that.
It is driving cars that is important, says
Gorden. But what must be done to keep
them mobile, and percolating as they
should, must be done.

HUNUA 100 - 1968

Auckland Branch big event of the year
is the Hunua 100, run on the Sunday of
Labour Day weekend, and is always well
patronised by members from clubs
throughout the North Island. This year's
tun was no exception, as we were joined
by cars and bikes from the north to the
capital city, altogether 21 entrants from
out-of-town.

Under the rules adopted for the rally,
the route is planned by the winner of the
previous year's event, in this case Phil
Jones, who pulled off the over-all prize
cn his Essex in 1967. About half the
distance is covered in the morning, when
a pienie lunch break iz taken in very
pleasant surroundings on a farm in the
Mangatawhiri Valley. A barbeque is
crganised by willing and enthusiastic club
members, and there is a pleasant stream
nearby which is a great attraction for
voungsters, the Hunua being very much
a family affair. After a leisurely meal,
the run continued for the remainder of
the hundred or so miles, finishing usually
about 4.50 p.m.
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The locale is in, over, up and down the
Hunua Ranges area and the surrounding
countries, there being fortunately plenty
of roads, and not a few tracks, for the
crafty plotters to use to confuse the
entrants. The run is checked and double
checked by the elub captain, and both from
the navigational and mechanical aspects it
cannot be fairly criticised as being “too
tough”. All the usual rally instructions
methods have been used, Tulip diagrams,
straight line diagrams, and so on. This
year, Phil Jones organised a briefing and
welcoming get-together on the Saturday
evening, which was a good idea, and
evervone was out of the Western Springs
Hall by 10 p.m., an even better idea, as
the first entrants were to be away by 8
a.m. the next morning.

Sunday