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MOTOR BIKE CAR TRUCK TRACTOR GRADER
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TYRE SPECIALISTS
TO T HE

VINTAGE CAR CLUB of N.Z. (Inc.)

We carry Stocks of Most Sizes Suitable for

Veteran and Vintage Vehicles

or We Will Get Them on Indent for You

SEE US ABOUT TYRES FOR YOUR

TOWN HACK TOO

if You are a Farmer, or a Contractor,

or Just a Plain Week-end Motorist, We Will

Be Only Too Pleased to Help You Cut Your

Running Costs.

ALL MAKES STOCKED
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For Any Tyre Probiems From Earth Mover to

Motor Scooter

SEE USZ
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HAMPTO TYRE COMPANY lTD.
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138 OXFORD TERRACE, CHRISTCHURCH
or BOX 1803

THE CITY'S LEADING TYRE DEPOT

TRUCK CAR ACCESSORIES VINTAGE VETERAN



Beaded Whee ls is th e voice of the Vin tage and Vetera n Car M ovem ent in New Zea land and o f the Clubs whose
ei lort s are [os tering and ever widening the interest in th is m ovem en t and [orm rallying pain I s [or th at ('\ '1'/"

increasin g band of ent husiasts. T he [ascination of age itsel] or revu lsion from the f lashy mediocrity of our
present da y is drawing an increasing num ber of mot orists back 10 th e individuality, solid worth , and [unc­
tional elegance that lI'a,\' demanded by a more discrimin ating generation and it is 10 th ese that we dedi co te-«
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"Journey's end . Blan dfo rd a nd crew
o n the O,M . during the Irishman
Creek Rall y ." Ph ot o by Dave Ba rker.

T he first co nc lusion is tha t the gene ral publ ic has littl e or no
real inte rest in or en thus iasm fo r mot o r rac ing if it a ppea rs
tha t it runs an y perso nal risk not with stan d ing the fact th at it.
in man y ins ta nce s. invit es or co urts di saster by its st upi d a nd
un -imag inat ive behavio ur in places of o bviou s da nger. In th is
respect it m ust have co me as a surprise to man y tha t the
It a lia ns of a ll people co uld muster such a body· of opposition
to a spo rt that ma ny peo ple have rega rde d as the co un trv 's
na tio na l obsess io n. .

f..-ditol:-ia~
If a ny cre dit can be given to recen t newsp a per re po rts of

public reacti on to the fat al accide n t in the M il le M igli a th en it
can fairly be sa id th a t th e kn ell has bee n rung fo r the last of
th e " to wn to tow n" classics whi ch had the ir o rigin in the
closing yea rs o f last ce ntu ry.

As a fact , thi s is o f no pa rticula r concern to the members of
our C lub o r o the rs with sim ila r interest s. but th e man ner in
whi ch It has co me a bo u t ca n be the subject of so me ge nera l
comments not a ltogethe r un-connected with o ur present
int erests,

F rom o ne a ngle, the man wi th some know ledge of the
evo lut ion of motor ing h isto ry cou ld jus tifia b ly make the
com me nt th at a n accident such as this was bo und to happen
sooner o r la ter , a nd it is to a la rge extent a miracle tha t there
was not a n even greater death ro ll. T hat a major race o f such
a ty pe co uld su rv ive for so lo ng is, in itse lf , miracu lo us no t­
with stan d ing the efforts of the organ isers to make it as safe as
possible . In th e post war yea rs, the developme nt of newe r an d
fa ster machine s ha s gone a head at such a pace tha t there m ust
have occurred , 10 so me a t least , the tho ught th at a race o f
thi s typ e co uld no t co ntinue inde fini tely wit ho u t the probabi lit y
of th e da nge r to the public inc reas ing. Eve n if the lessons o f
th e 190 3 Pa ris-M ad rid a nd some of its predecessors had been
forgo tte n . there was no ca use for com place ncy bec a use o f
" p ro gress" in a u tomob ile design . The ba sic prob lems : - th e
human elemen t, tyres, the un f'o rseen emerge nc y, a nd increasing
speeds , remained th e sa me. A co m me nt mad e a bo ut th e tragic
1903 ra ce seems so ap t wh en appli ed to th is M ille M iglia­
"Cars-were mu ch faste r. but the method o f racin g, the un­
guarded roads, the un controlled spectators,-remained ."

Wh atever be o ur co llec tive or individual views o n th e wisd om
of pe rsist ing in ru nning such an event , is o f littl e or no
im port ance. but th ere a re certa in co ncl usio ns wh ich we ca n
a nd m ust d raw fro m the fac ts su rrou nd ing th e de mise of thi s
race.
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T here is, however , a sub tle d ifference in attitude if a ny­
one is of the opinio n tha t th e pub lic love of a G lada ­
toria l spectacle has dim ini shed , fo r it m ust be remem­
bered th at in th ose circumsta nces it was the co ntesta nts
only wh o were in peri l. Let ther e be no mistak e about
Ihe ma tter, the pu bli c sti ll love a spectacle whe ther it be
road raci ng , a Vet era n car displ a y or any other, but
thi s m ust not be con fused by the idea th at the pub lic is
in any wa y sympa thet ic to the acti vity itself ; it me rely
der ives pleasure from observi ng it. T he ave rage spec ta to r
has very Iitt le idea of the da ngers a ssociat ed with mo tor
sport o f a ny kind an d th is fac t is mad e pla in by the wa y
in wh ich the pu bl ic behaves a t a ny event. So far. orga n­
isers in thi s cou ntry have bee n fortunat e in not ex per i­
enci ng an incide nt in wh ich spec ta to rs have bee n ki lled
but th is should be no ca use for com place ncy - the pu blic
here wo uld be even more damning tha n ever anyone
imagi nes fo r th er e are still a multi tu de of peo ple here
with a "red flag" atti tude toward s any form of mot or
sport. Let us not for one moment imagine tha t any

m ishap a t any o f our eve nts woul d be trea ted with any
mo re leni ency. fo r the fickle publi c wou ld cha nge its
a tt itude of m ild amusem ent to one of ou tr ight co n­
demn ation like a flash and we ca n just imagine the
popul ar press scream ing with headl ines a nd h yste rical
deman ds why th e pu bli c sho uld toler a te a sect io n of the
co mm unity d riv ing "old Crocks" wh ich were da ngerous.
un-sound a nd out of da te.

T here ca n be littl e do ub t abo ut the po wer of th e
po pular press as a means of inciting pu bli c o pin ion.
Wh ether it has any poli cy or no t we do not know. bu t its
ever lasti ng em phas is on the sensa tio na l fa ta l aspect of
mo tor spo rt is de plora ble enough, but when it descends
to the leve l of publ ishin g pho tog raphs of dead a nd dyi ng
then it leaves itself open to be branded as no th ing short
of gho ulish and earns the out rig ht condemn at ion of eve ry
pe rso n who ha s a ny inte res t in mo tor spo rt.

On th is gloomy not e let u s ther efore con cl ude ; th e last
of the races in the gra nd ma nner has been run, the publ ic
are fickle and the po pu lar press a la tent inq uisi tor.

Wanganui Notes by P. R . Wil liamson

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. ( Inc.) (W a nga nu i Branch )

Cha irman : P. R. Williamson, Esq.

More bad luck came to Ken Wright 's C leme nt Talbo t
whic h brok e a n ax le in Cartcrton in March . had ra dia tor
troubl e in th e timc tria l and br ok e a st ub ax le in a
back ing test.

Sec reta ry , Reg Lee, has sold hi s 1918 Stude ba ker to
Ron Roycro ft a nd rep laced it with a 1914 a ir-cooled
H um berett e. We hope to see Ron tow the St ude away
with his Ferrari !

lan Tonks has started resto ring the rar e Orel a nd is
fortuna te to have two good ea rly ph ot ographs to work
fro m.

Ke n Wright has a rather rar e 1924 12 / 50 Alvis and
the sta rk rema ins of a ' Bcb e Peu gco t whi ch will pro­
bahly be a lo ng term job.

It was pleasing to see ladi es a t the whee l dur ing the
Eas ter Rall y. M rs Wright an d Mrs So uthward handled
their vehi cles we ll. Special mention is du e to Mrs So uth­
ward who drove a ll the way to Ma rton fro III Well ington .
leav ing a t 5 a.m .

Secretary : R. Lee, 34 No . 3 Line, Wanganui East.

We are pleased to no te the increased ent husiasm on
restora tion jo bs since Eas ter an d look fo rwa rd to ha ving
many mo re ca rs on the road before lon g.

One ca r co m ing alo ng nice ly is Bob McCa be' s C lyno .
G ive the word wh en yo u wa nt the ru bbin g dow n ga ng,
Bob!

We Wreck

Earlg Model Cars

•
Stocks of Tyres and useful

parts all at moderate pr ices

Saleyard Road

Once aga in we have been as ked to a ppea r a t th e lngle­
wood "Grea tes t Sho w on Earth". to be held in Se ptem­
ber. T his will be our th ird vis it, wh ich shows that goo d
cars are acce pta ble again an d agai n.

The boys who went to Ca rterto n for the Ju bilee Pro­
cession in Ma rch , enjoyed th emselves a nd tha nk Rex
Porter for his organisat ion a t th a t end.

Dick ie Lyth's Brass Radiator T Ford is now being
disma ntled so th a t a n A-I restorati on ca n be made .

w.
•
JONES

Otahuhu



Road Test No. 10 1900 Single Cylinder De Dion Bouton

hy P. R. Williamson

(Or as our Wall galllli "tester' prefers " R oad Impression," The Editorial Committ ee believes

thut any car C(l/I he te sted . he it 1900 sing le cylinder or 1910 90 li.p , Whal do YOI/ think? Ed.)

On the M onday morning after the Easter Rall y I had
the pleasurable task of inspecting and driving a really
ea r ly vet eran , the De-Dion Bouton . owned by M I' Rex
Porter of C a rter to n.

The following notes on the hi story o f the car, as
known . are taken from a log kept by Rex.

It is not kn own how the car came to New Zealand .
but in 1910 Mr H. H. Wolters purchased the car. very
seco nd-ha nd, from a Or Miram s o f Lower HUll . and
used it as his personal car in Carterton fo r about four
years . Alas, he appears to have been rather "accident­
pr one" and after a series of disasters. each involving the
car in some structural derangement minor or otherwise.
he finally in desperation. gave lip the unequal
struggle and put his long-suffering chari ot into cold
storage.

It wa s not until 1937 (Mr Wolters having died in J917)
that the car again saw the light of day. The elderl y
Mi ss O. W. Welters , his daughter. approached Rex with
a view to getting thc car running for a Carterton jubilee
procession just two weeks away. in memory of Father
who had been the first Town C le rk fifty years before.
The car wa s made to run after tinkering with the trans­
mis sion. cooling system and br akes. and pcrformed
creditabl y. This day 's success gained Mr Porter ' access to
the car on the tacit understanding that no one else must
encroach.

Thc car. at this time. wa s all over shabby black. no
hrass showing. tattered faded upholstery, wheel s at odd

JI

angles. a thoroughly perished hood held aloft on rusted
and bent hood bows strengthened by string a nd wire,
a nd a non-original windscreen.

The car, between 1937 and 1954 ran in processions
at Lower HUll , Masterton and Palmerston North, and a
run in 1950 from Lower HUll to Upper HUll , a distance
of 12 miles. During thi s time the car was kept in various
shed s. the hood left in one and subs eq uentl y burnt , plus
the usual sm all bo y damage.

In 1954 Mi ss Wolters died. and full title was gained to
the De-Dion by Mr Porter who set about the full
restoration which he completed in 1955, doing everything
himself. in fact onl y the tyres and piston rings were
beyond his resources ,

Now the car,
The car wa s made by De Dion, Bouton et Cie, France,

imported by C udell ~~ Co ., Aachen , Germany, Mr Porter
wrote to the C ha m ber of Commerce. Aachen who traced
th at there wa s a firm named Cudell & Co. who dealt in
motor veh icle s a t the turn of the century. The car is
known as a Cudel l De Diou.

The car number is 257 . single cylinder, voiturette
m od el. The original engine (No, 1732) was altered , having
a 84 x 80 rn.m . bore and stroke which does not coincide
with the makers specifica t io ns. A welded con ro d . very
heavy pi ston . much welded cylinder o f to o large a size
for the cr ankcase. bolt holes filed out. etc.. gave plenty
of evidence how this phenomenon came about. The
engine now in the car is No: 3435 of 84 m.m. x 90 m.m,
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THE LA V-OUT (NOT TO SCALE) OF 1900 DE DlON BOUTON " VOIT U RETTE"

3-Gallon Brass Water-tank (not shown) is mounted above
radiator. 2-Gallon Bra ss Drum-shaped Fuel-tank (not

shown) is mounted above change-speed box.

Items omitted for sake of clarit y : Chass is (tubular ),
Wheel s (wire 26 x 3), Foot-brake Pedal s .t2), Reve rse

Control Lever, Throttle and Spark Contro ls.



bore and stroke . single cy linde r. 4-} h .p .• locat ed under
th e sea t, near side o f chassis.

Gea r box No. 1085 o n the offside, expanding clutches.
Diffe rential No. 1230, spu r gear. Rev er se mechan ism
N o. 604 (low number acco un ted fo r by the fa ct tha t
rev erse gear had just been introduced by De Di on).

An original "Veit " carburettor has never been found.
many and various have been tried. but non e were very
sui ta ble until an ea rly br ass Solex , which look s the part,
was titted. A hot spo t jacket has been adde d to the
manifold to sto p ici ng up , as it wa s found to do after
idling for more th an five minutes. The car is now back
to dr y cell, coil ignition , having had a h.t. M EA magneto
fitted in about 1910 wh ich, incidentall y, is still in first
cla ss condition. The a uto ma tic inlet valve spring was
ru sted away and Rcx tells us that a surprisin gly strong
spr .ng is needed to shut the valve quickly.

The engine dr ives throu gh sh o rt couplings to a tr an s­
ver se change speed bo x wh ich ha s two pa irs of con­
sta ntly mesh ed gear trains giving two rati os controlled
by two ingenious clutches . in their turn being co ntro lIed
by a sing le lever o n th e column. An ext en sion of the
shaft o pera tes th e wat er pump. The gea rb ox d rive comes
back towards th e mot or to a planetary tra in which pro­
vid es reverse gear opera ted by a small lever und er the
dri ver's right knee . th en a pinion on the plan etar y ca se
mesh es a lOin diam. b ro nz e gear mounted o n th e d iff.
carrier , carried by adjus tab le ball ra ces to th e famou s
De Dion rear ax le. Rex found that a t so me time six
teeth a nd two teeth had been str ipped in th e diff . a nd
th at so meo ne had pegged in steel on es wh ich a re m ost
bea u tifu lly hand filed to sha pe. (In marked contrast to
th e butchery performed o n the engine). These stee l teeth
meshing with the bronze. give a just audible ring when
m ot oring. Rex intends to get a new one cut to pe rmit a
d rive a ll the wa y fr om Ca rte rto n to Wanganui for th e
next Ea ster Rall y ! The rea r wheel s are full y Boating.
It was found th at fe lt sea ls were inefficient , so by
rem ov ing the met al case neoprene ones we re fitte d a nd
serve well. The crank case is under vacuum a nd has a
ball check valve and mod ern narrow rings wer e fitt ed by
wid ening the grooves a nd fitt ing two rings per groove.

The tubular fr am e is ca rr ied by J elliptic sp rings .
St eering column is ve rtica l with crank handl e stee ring
o pera ting th e rack a nd pinion which can be very finel y
adj us ted by an eccentr ic bu sh . The rack works th rough
10 links (10 chances o f wearl ) to a di vid ed tie rod to
the 700 x 80 R E. wir e road wh eel s.

The orig inal oi l sys tem container held a ± pint o f o il
wh ich lasted for 10 mil es. so a tank with han d pump is
now fitted to the steering column with a capacit y of one
pint which saves replenishing so often . Als o o n the
co lum n is a bulb horn a nd three sma ll leve rs, cha nge
spee d . throttle , spa rk. There a re tw o foo t brakes , the
left ped al, the main o ne, is a contracting band o n th e
side o f the diff . the o the r, under the right heel. o pe ra tes
a co ntra cting band o n a sma ll drum on th e gear box ; th is
is especia lly for reve rse motion as the main bra ke has
hardl y any effect wh en reve rsing. A sp oon typ e hand
br ake, fitted by Rex to comply with traffic regulations,

holds ade q ua tel y.
A four ga llo n tank. round , br ass, a nd f ro n t mounted ,

holds suff icien t wat er to co pe with the cooling a nd even
procession s hav e fail ed to boil her. The wa ter is dr awn
off by a }in copper tube a lo ng th e offside of the ch assis
to th e cy linder jacket, em e rging f ro m the top whe re th ere
is a sto p co ck at the highest po int of the cooling sys tem
to re lieve a possible air lock af te r refill ing. th en ce a lo ng
near-sid e chass is member to a sing le bent tube gill
radiat or mounted o n springs a nd back to th e tank .
Ther e is no thread in th e water tank filler . lik ew ise th at
o f th e rear mounted brass two-gallon petrol tank . . .
th e original corks are still em ploy ed.

Wh en firs t acquired , th e D e D ion was black as m en ­
tion ed . On scra ping , roya l blue with gold lines came to
light , th en underneath th e blue th e original da rk green
with light er green lining ap pea red .a nd th e two mag­
nific ent br ass panels fr ont and rea r. The ca r as it is now
painted is a n exact repro d uc tio n. The painting and lining
and the new hood all being th e " Po rt er" tou ch.

N ow the tim e ha s com e to drive "Buster" , as th e car
was nam ed by Mr W elte rs. F irs t to sta r t- tu rn pet rol o n,
make su re o il is present in th e pipe. tickle the ca r bure t­
tor, low er sea t, walk to d river 's side . pull out small brass
ch ok e kn o b by the starting handle. two pull up s. sur p rise
at th e compression , pu sh in ch oke. swing handl e ro u nd
and ro und d ock-wise qu ickl y. let go and a faint hi ssing
tell s yo u th at th e e ng ine is running. in fact it is difficult
to tell wh ether " Bus ter" is go ing o r not with a noi sy
car a lo ngsi de .

In to th e d riv er 's seat , pull ch an ge speed lever towards
you to enga ge low gear. .th ro t tle up. and as you mov e
off adva nce the sp a rk ; mor e throttle a nd you are m oving
al on g nicel y. th rottle back a littl e. pu sh ch ange speed
lev er till it po int s to the fr ont a nd top is yours. The left
hand juggles the three lever s whi le th e right hand co n­
tr ols the crank steeri ng. but as ther e a re no pedal s to
wo rr y about, except wh en brak ing. th e a vera ge pe rson
with two hands and two feet is a ble to control th e car
with ease .

M oving a long at 15 m .p .h . with th e cape hood up,
th ere is abso lu tely no wind pa ssing you , as th e hood
carries th e a ir with yo u ; also you can put th e hood
down without leaving th e sea t.

Road visibility is exce lle nt o f course , as yo u can see
ah ead . behind, to th e s ides. th e whe el s (ha ndy fo r the
spo t tes t, Rex , when th e b ra kes hav e water in th ern l ).

T he rig h t hand fall s naturall y to the steering crank.
a nd th e steer ing. even th rough th e ten links is delight­
full y. deli cately direct. th at . I think is the best way to
descri be th e feel of "Buster. " Al ong with the hum of the
wh eel s. th e "s loo k-cha" o f the a uto ma tic inlet valve. th e
honk o f th e bu lb horn . th e ex ha us t whistle " tweetling "
(illegal o f co urse , but ve ry nic e) the De Di on 10 every
wa y is a del ightful, ing en iou s o ld m ot o r car.

" Bus te r" I'm sur e would be lost without Rex wh o is
ind eed pa rt of the car and wh o handles most delicately
thi s product o f the Marqu is De Dion, the financie r, a nd
M on sieu r Bouton . the engineer .



1903 "CURVED DASH" OLDSMOBILE

The famou s "curved dash" Oldsmob ile was the first mass­
produced ccr. The Olds Motor Wo rks produced 425 of these in
1901. Production zoomed to 3 ,299 in 1902, 4000 in 190 3
and 5000 in 1904 , It was desc ribed in those days cs the
"perfected Automobile" ,
The cor was powered by on 8 h.p, single cylinder eng ine,
s ta ted in the 1903 Oldsrnobile Catalogu e to be " of simplest
con st ruction and unu su cl s tre ngth ; a nyb ody con und e rstand
It". Engin e hod two gear s - reverse and low. Powe r was
tra nsmitted thr ough roller cha in to rear ax le from the mo tor .
Body mounted about two feet from th e grouhd , hUhg indep en­
dent of runn ing gear . Axle wid th 4 ft . 7 in., whee ls 28 inch es
in d iameter, fitted wit h he avy 2 ·~ inch pn eumatic tyre s. f op
speed 20 miles per hour. Price 650 dollars, leathe r top ex t ra
at 50 dollar s, se a t at rea r to car ry two more passeng ers 25
dollars extra .

GENERAL MOTORS

I

1906 CADILLAC MODEL "M"

Pow ered by a 9 .7 h .p .
sing le cylinder eng in e.

We igh t , 1578 lb s.
76 inch whee l -
b ase. Top spe ed
30 m il es per
ho u r. Pr ic e 95 0
do ll ar s, 1025 dol ,
lo rs with Co pe
Car t top . La m ps
no t inc luded in
ei ther p r ic e.

1908 BUICK "10" SINGLE · RUMBLE
Th is model , wi t h its " mothe r-in-l ow"
sea t, was one of t h e most popula r o f
th e ea rl y Buicks. Four cy l inder val ve­
in-head engine dev elopi ng 18 h .p .
Planet ary tro n smi sston wi th Co n e
clu tch. sha f t d rive . Cu rren t supp l ied
b y Rc m y m ag ne t o) reserve se t o f ce ll !>
for st or t inq . W he el ba se 9 2 inch es)
t yr es 30 x 31. Price 100 0 do llars-in ­
c lud in g oil Iomps, t a il la m p, ge ner a tor,
gas h eadligh ts, horn end repair ou t f it.

General Moto rs New Zeal and Limit ed ,
Bouverie St ree t , Pet one , and at Upper Hutt

Chevrolet, Yo ax hcf l , Holden, Pentioc, Oldsmobile,

Buick Codilloc Cars . Bedford and Chevrolct

Trucks . Frigidoirc Household ·A ppl i ances. G.M .

Diesel.

1914 CHEVROLET "ROYAL MAIL"

Th e Che v ro le t " Roya l Mai l" and " Baby
Gr and" w er e th e f i rst Ch ev ro lc t ca rs
w i t h va lvc-i n -heod eng ines, and t h e
f i rst to co rr y th e Che v ro le t tradem a rk .
The Che v ro le t "Ro ya l M ail " h ad a tw o
passen ger body , wi th cu rvi ng cowl an d
fl a t dec k a t rear. Power ed by a four
cylinder en g in e, ra t ed a t 21. 7 h .p.
Wheelbase of 10 4 inche s, t yr es 32 x
3 1. Weighed 22 50 Ib s. So ld for 750
do l la rs, with bum per as on oc ccsso rv .



The Older the Cheaper bv C. IV . H arper

£1000
200

800
160

640
128

£5 12

Third ye a r-- 20 0{, o f £640

Se con d yea r-20 c~. 0 1 UWO

m on ey depends on th e case. A fri end o f min c paid o ver
£900 for ,i M orris Ox ford in 1953 a nd wh en h e decided
to cha nge hi s ca r in 1956 the O xfo rd re a lised littl e m ore
than .£600 . It had ru n o n ly 15.000 m ile s in th ose th ree
yea rs . D epreciation cost him £ I00 each year o r 4.4 / 5
pen ce ea ch mil e . The loss would no t be so grea t w ith a
V auxh all or a M orr is M inor wh e re th e demand fo r

seco nd -h a nd m odel s is bette r . a nd som e rep orts would
m a ke it see m th at we a re not ye t o u t of the ph oney d a ys
wh en a car w h ich had run 10..000 miles wo u ld se ll for a
hi gh e r pr ice th an th e new m odel. Appa re n t ly Dcprcci­
a t io n a nd Inllat ion a re in compati b le ty pe s. a nd Dc preci­
a t ion is m ak in g o n ly gue rilla a ttac ks o n o ur eq u ities
whil e Inflati on co nd ucts th e major spo lia t io n of o ur ca sh
resources. But D epreciation is a force to be reckoned
w ith, a nd the Tax Com m iss io ner's a llo wa nce o f 20 %
is near enou gh to actua l pract ice whe n th e marke t is
rea sonably sta b le . The truck mark et is dead a t pr esent
and a ny for sa le mu>! be pri ced a t u nd e r th e dep reci at ed
va lue'. •

For ve ry good rea sons th c dep rec iat ion a llowance o n
m ot o r vehicl es for taxation purposes is on th e diminish ­
in g va lue so th a t the gr eat es t a moun t is writt en o ff in the

first ye a r. It wo rks thi s way : -

O rig ina l co st "
First yea r- - 20 "" of £ 1000

A reaso na bly tid y car would fe tc h more o n toda y' s
m a rk e t. but if o u r Car Sa les Ya rd s arc a ny indi cation
it will not be long before we will be fo llo w ing the trend
in U .S.A. a nd see ing these illumina ted Exchanges turn ed
int o ver y so mb re g rave-yards. Wh en the demand di sap­
pears a lt oge ther the ra te of Depreci ation IS 100 perce n t.

H ow does it wo rk wit h o nc of o ur vinta ge m odels'?
Fi rst of all o u r "m o de ls are a cut above th e ru n-o f- the­
mill rnass -p ro d uced job o f toda y. They had to be good to
s ta nd up to thc roads a nd th e driver s of the ir tim e. and
th e y were m ad e during a period of t re mendo us d evelop'
m ent in e nginee ri ng c ra ft sman shi p. C o nseq uent ly the
fa ct or ies in th e top br acket tu rn ed o ut a motor car wi th
fu ll rega rd to d u ra b ility. design. fini sh . a nd co mfo rt . Th e
m ark et for expe nsi ve hand-made ca rs was good a nd com­
petition in qualit y wa s keen . I am told that m y 20/ 60
Vauxhall wa s pr ice d a t £785 wh en light A mer ica n cars
wer e se ll ing fo r .£230 . That g ives a n ide a o f th e work­
m anship put in to that typ e of C<U· . T hey we re bu ilt to
g ive good service for a long time. a nd the y ha ve. But
becau se they a re o ld , a nd sh o w m o re of the ir tyres than
the m odern tr end. a nd ha ve their headl ights o n b ra ckets
in stead of in th e wings the y a ppea l to o n ly a lim ited field
of buy e rs , a nd th ey can be bought che a p. M y Vauxhall
co st me £45 0 in 1951 wh en a more recent m ode l o f com­
pa rabl e s ize and performance- sa y a 193 9 D odgc o r

W e a re a nation o n wh eel s.. a nd w hee ls a rc still whee ls
whether they a re ol d or new . It is wha t roll s above th em
th at cha nges m ost .- sh a pe . co lo ur . hei ght . de pth . length .
bread th: th ey ch ange every yea r w ith names whi ch go
back to th e c lippe r sai ling ships o r forwa rd to th e je t
ag e . And ye t they a ll p os sess a sea t for every body (b u t
no t m uc h for k ne es a nd legs a nd feet so m e t im es ). w in­
d ows to lo ok th rough . a roo f to avoid the ra in and den y
th e su n . carpets to hold the dust they gat her in , a nd th e
work s w h ich mak e th em do every th ing but go sidewa ys.
When they emerge fro m the fina l co lo ur bat h th ey a rc
b re a th- tak ing in th e " new shade " wh ich Na ture ga ve to
th e cavema n fr ee. da zzling in th e ir bold strokes o f tissu e
plating . sat isfy ing in their a scendancy ove r the m an y
Joneses' la st ye a r's m o del s. and deva statin g to the ba nk
acc o u n t. T hey mu st seem wort h th e m oney w he n th ey a re
new, fo r fif ty th ousand motori sts ca n no t be wrong yea r
after year. But ho w the y lo se th ei r cha r ms as the m onths
a nd th e wh eel s roll o n' A year of sp r ing , summer.
au tum n a nd winter . and th e vernal breezes aga in b ri ng
joy to th e ea rt h . But the re is no sp ring t'cver in last
year's m odel. It is o ut mode d, outshaded . outpaced , a nd
o u tcl assed, and th e Jon eses ha ve a Space- Fl yer-Rock et­
boos ted -Ba rge Glide r . " I must go down to th e bank
aga in a nd pl edge wh at ever is left ."

The w hee ls ne ve r tire. a nd th e nati on roll s a lo ng
re len t less ly o n unbu rstablc tyres. while the cre d it squ eeze
goes on and hire-purch ase co m pa nies a re h ard put to it
to get big enoug h overdra f ts to fin ance th e ca rs which
d raw th e good coin o ut o f th e ir cus to mers in the names
of Progress a nd Inter est.

How much do th ese modern spa ce-flye rs a nd s pace­
fill er s cos t to run ? Not much reall y. beca use th e runn ing
co sts a re lig h t enoug h. Each th ousand mil es will co ns um e
fif ty gall on s of petrol a nd a ga llo n of o il under good
co nd it io ns . A set o f tyr es will la st twent y-fi ve thou sand
m iles. a nd fo r th e next tw en ty- five th ousand m iles yo u
ca n re ckon o n a no the r se t o f tyr es a nd .£100 for a n
eng ine overha u l. a new ba ttery a nd some a tte n t io n to
br akes. steer ing gear. shack les and the e le c tr ica l sys tem .
A tot al of .£670 / 19 / 2 for 50 .00 0 miles-if yo u run th c
ca r th at lo ng . But so m e one has to pa y it, a nd m ost
cars last th at lon g . It work s out a t a litt le un der 3-}d. per
mile which is ch eap eno ugh in a ny bod y's m oney.

U nfort u na te ly th at is no t the whole sto ry . In su rance
cos ts E 18 each year fo r a compreh en si ve cove r of .£I000.
th e a nn ua l lice nse in vol ves a no the r £5 / 2 / - a nd th e rat e
p er mil e ad va nces sligh tly by a littl e more th an -I d . Then
we co m e to Deprec iation. th a t int an gi bl e so me th ing
which th e Com m issioner o f T a xes ad m its robs a m ot or
ve h icle o f 20 0;. of its va lue each yea r . a bi ll ia rd tab le
a nd fir e- al arm sy st em s o f 7} °1o. ra ilway lin es o f 5 (\(. a nd
th eatre carpe ts of 10 "". If you want a definition of it do
not go to the Conc ise Oxford Dict ion ary bec ause it
m ention s fair wear a nd tea r . a nd if yo u ca n define fai r
we ar a nd tear as a p p lied to a m ot o r vehicl e vou sh ould
not be reading thi s article. It is' sa fe r to sa y that it

costs yo u m oney a nd lea ve it a t that. Just ho w m uc h
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Real NEWS for the VETERAN and VINTAGE CAR OWNERS

Did you kn ow that we ho ve 0 machi ne (the on ly on e in New Ze a la nd) that con make

New M udgua rds and Body Panel s for you r old co r?

Did you know tha t ou r Cor Tr immer (Mr Bert Rowe) se rve d h is ti me in the Wo lse ley Fac to ry

from 19 14 - 19 2 0 , a nd con do DIAMOND FLUTI NG Uph olst ery. Ask Ch et Porke r to show

you 0 sam ple o f th is wor k.

'Ne kno w that Ve te ro n and Vin tage Cor Owne rs like to do most of the res tori ng of the il

co r themselves, bu t don 't forge t we con gi ve 0 Complete Mo tor Repa ir Ser vice , inc ludino
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Co n c lea n up you r Cor's Eng ine a nd Unde rgeor by M:Jdern Stecm Clean ing N.et hcd 5, / 1 cc n

then be Worked on , Pointe d or Rubberised , Wnerever YOJ .W ish .

Come to Auckland's Finest Repai r Service at

16-.2.4 WESTMORELAND STREET (off Richmond Rood), GR EY LYNN

TELEP HONE 11- 109 (2 Li nes)



£425 16 6

W he ...: is the co mpa riso n or the co ntr as t with a more

m od ern job '! J ust thi s-pet ro l. o il a nd grea sin g ha ve co st
no m o re : th e main ten an ce co sts a re probably h igh er b y
£50-£ 100: dep rec iat ion in a car (ne w or se co nd- ha nd)
co sti ng £ 1000 in 1951 wo u ld be a t leas t £500. If tha t is
not enoug h. I a m wo nderi ng whe n th e m otor will lose it s
s ting so that I ca n fit the se t of new pist o ns bo ug h t w ith
part of the £597/12 /11. It ha s had new va lves in. A
rebo re a nd ground c ra n ks haft will m ak e it r igh t for

a no ther 100 .000 miles.

But I wo u ld like a q uie t gearbox fo r it.
I 3

12 I L
11 10

597
274

£ 1298

C hrysler wo uld ha ve cost £ 100 0 to £ 1200. It sho we d
64.86 1 on th e speedo meter a nd over th e 5-} yea rs it ha s
ru n 35 , 160 m ile s a t a cos t o f £ 1298 / 1/ 3 mad e up in the
fo llowing wa y:-

Petrol. oi l a nd gr ea sing .
M a int en ance (incl ud ing o ne

rep ai n t) tyres. ins u ra nce
Dep reciat ion a t 20 %

Rotorua Rally, 1957. bv Peter M oxwell

T h e Ro torua Rall y wh ich a p pea red for the fir st time
o n th e ca lenda r o f th e Vetera n a nd V in tag e Ca r C lub
la st seas o n. estab lishe d itsel f fr o m th e wo rd go', as th e
b ig ev en t o f th e ye ar.

T o m a int a in thi s tradit ion . th e o rga nisers thi s yea r
in clud ed a m yst ery sectio n in th e rou te. togethe r with
seve ra l secre t chec k p o int s. a nd a sum ptuo us Rall y
Di n ner a t Rot o ru a, wh ile a n in teres ti ng inn ov at io n was
the de spa tch o f m a yora l g ree tings f ro m A uck land a nd
H am ilto n b y reli a ble vin tage po st-bag .

A s a result , the ev en t a tt ra cted th irty-t h ree entr ies .
whi ch is a b ig impro vement over last yea r . a nd wha t is
mo re. a ll of th em sta rted! T he event was arra nge d . as
o n previo us occasions. in cla sses, A to F . to corres pond
w ith th e diffe re nt a ge gro ups. the most not icea ble
featu re be ing th e b ig ste p u p in th e nu m ber o f vin tag e
C lass F ca rs wh ich took pa r t. Am ong these were se veral
new comers. the o utsta nd ing exa mple bei ng W . Je lacca ' s
bea ut ifu lly rest o red Fo rd T , wh ich to da te is th e fine st
restora tio n jo b yet see n in th e N o rt h . E C lass veh icl es
not see n befo re included E. Br ick nell's pr ett y littl e 1925
Rh ode. a nd D ick M essen ge r' s well tu rn ed o ut D typ e
Va ux ha ll pr a cticall y in orig ina l sha pe . an d enjoying its
fir st o ut ing for ma n y yea rs . Cl ass B wa s no longer the
ha pp y h u nt ing gr o und of the G illtr a p Cad illac , fo r it wa s
jo ined by th e hast il y p re pa red 1908 Darracq, the la test
veh icle to ema na te f ro m th e Muse um . a nd 10 a nd
beh o ld! (t he T urnb ull brothers ple a se not e) the Siza ire
Naud in whic h D . Carne ro n had hu r r iedl y prep ar ed for
the occasi o n.

Sa turday . the 23 rd M a rch , d a wn ed d ismall y. b ut whe n
a t 6.02 a .m . J. Brown engaged the cl ut ch o f the 1915
C ha nd le r in the A uck la nd Ra ilwa y Conco urse and m oved
off in to th e blea kness of th e m o rni ng th e 1957 Ro torua
Rall y had begun . T he reafte r the A uckl and entr ies de ­
parted a t reg u la r interva ls unt il the last ca r. J . W ilk in­
so n 's Bu ick lef t a t 8 ,40 .

T he Rall y wa s ho nou red th is yea r by th e prese nce o f
H is Wo rsh ip the M a yo r. who attende d the starting po int
for a sho rt time at 8 o'c lock a nd gav e the Vice- Preside nt
in h is S u nbeam . a mis sive for the M a yo r of Ro to r ua .

Sim ila rly the M a yo r of Ha m il to n di spl a yed comme nd ­
ab le ent h usiasm fo r " T he Cause" . by attendi ng the
Ham ilton check point in perso n to wa tch the p rog ress
of m an y of th e Ra ll y co mpetitors th ro ugh h is city.

O n the ro ad . the H un tl y co ntin gen t were o bserved
m a k ing fo r Pa pa ku ra whe re th ey were to sta rt . the
Su nbeam. Ford . a nd Bu ick looki ng a ver y we ll prepared
tr io- a cred it to their owners . D. Dona ld son . cla d in
im m acul at e white o vera lls . was no t iced in vesti gat ing a
la ck of o il pressu re in hi s F .N .. wh ile fu rt her o n the
1910 Huprno bile . m ost im p ress ive of th e Gi lltrap
M useu m ex hib its. was wa rm ing up for the take o ff a t
th e Ra ngi r iri Se rvice Sta t io n.

At 7.54 a. m . the re ma rka b le Sizai re N a udin se t for th
f rom Ha m ilton . to be fo llowed b y the Dar racq a nd the
Cad iliac . dre nch ing ra in doi ng not hing to q ue ll th e
e nth us ias m of the o cc u pa nts . A las . the S iza ire was soon
observed at th e roads ide ma k ing th e first o f several ha lts.
tho ug h in be twe en times , it we nt very fast indeed . T he
yello w Da rracq head ed st raigh t for Ro to ru a at a steady
30 m .p .h . with a ra pid ly di sin tegra ting cl utch lea ther. a nd
fina ll y a rrived the re throug h the good offices of a traffic­
inspe cto r with a tow ro pe, it bei ng the on ly car un a ble
la co mplete th e Rall y u nder its own power.

Sho rt ly after I oclock , the ca rs began to arri ve a t the
Rotorua Sho wgrou nds , where they were welco me d by a n
offic ial of the indis pensable Ro to rua C a r Club . bef o re
proceed ing fo r a to ol check whe re a la ck of th e essentia l
too ls incu r red pe na lty poin ts.

By 2,45 p .rn . m ost of th e com petitors had m at e ria lised.
tho ugh few were o n tim e, a nd m in o r tr oubles were m uch
m o re p reva lent th an la st yea r. A ft e r a b rief spell a nd
ref resh m ent s, th e Gymk ha na beg an . T hi s yea r it wa s
a r ra ng ed so that two te sts were ru n sim u lta neous ly .

Fi rs t ca me th e G a ragi ng Test-n igh tma re o f la rge
ca rs-and so me sp irited pe rfor m an ces were se en . no ta bl y
P. Jon es who sho t in and o u t wit h whee ls sp in n ing
furi o us ly . It wa s a Ford be nefit too . bu t no t for Ph il '
W . H ickey's Model A ju st had the edge o n h im .

T he popu lar "Quick-Sta rt" fo llowed . a nd as us ual .
thi s is so meth ing a t wh ich veteran engi nes p rove sup rem e.
J . Brown in the 19 15 C ha nd le r wi nn ing by a h andsome
margi n.

Georgc G ill tra p had re -vam pe d the Sec-Sa w fo r thi s
year wi th a b ig po inter on a dia l. so that everyone but
th e d river cou ld see when the po in t o f ba la nce wa s
re ached . an d very interesting it p ro ved. though a fe w
of the bi gge r cars ha d t ro u bl e getting aboard . Best ju dge ­
m ent o f th e ho r izo nta l p osi tio n was d ispla yed by John
Ir vi ne , who wa s almos t sp o t on in hi s Al vis,



T he Slow -Fast ca me next an d proved ve ry popula r,
fo r if you r ca r is too fast fo r th e slow sec tion, th en you
still ha ve the cha nce to clean up th e fast sec tio n ! To
impress th e jud ges (b ut no t th eir stop wa tches), I.
Stewart wa lked bes ide his Fia t during th e slow sect ion,
a nd ju st when R . Moscs was showing eve ryo ne wh y the
D ai m ler is th e ca r for Stat e Pro cessions. it sta lled! A
n um ber of cars o iled the ir plu gs during the slow sec tio n
an d were very hes ita nt a bo ut gett ing un der way when th e
time ca me to go fast. but G . G . W. Gra y in the 4t litre
Ben tley showed us how it sho uld be done. a nd th ereby
repea ted last yea r's success, leaving it to the 19J5
C handle r to win the slow section.

The la st test was a ver y long an d comp lica ted Wi ggle­
Woggle in wh ich cars ha d to reverse a ll the way back
to the sta rt. This provision imm ediatel y pu t pa id to al l
th e Ford Ts whose re verse was somethi ng ak in to th e
snai l's crawl. It was how ever. a c red itable per forman ce
for John Ir vinc in his h igh 14/75 A lvis sa loo n to win
by a n ea sy mar gin. He a nd J irn Brown in th e C hand le r.
wh o came secon d in th is eve nt. a ll but domi nat ed the
sce ne tha t a rter noon,

A G ra nd Parade of a ll car s int o the Ro torua town shi p
now took p lace. a nd the we ll resto red 1898 Ben z, which
had dri ven in fro m Ngo nga ta ha durin g the afte rnoo n
jo ined the procession . At th e post- offi ce. the ca rs dis­
persed a nd we nt the ir various ways.

T ha t night a tr uly exce lle nt Rall y Dinn er was held a t
th e R itz Sup pe r Roo m . where we were able to invit e th e
Deput y-M a yor. rep resen ting Hi s Wor shi p, and a ll th ose
good fo lk in Rot o rua who had ass isted in ru nn ing the
e vent. We we re g lad to nu m ber th e 1898 Ben z am on g
th e guests, a nd fo llow ing the di n ing, win ing a nd speec h
making. Gco rgc G illtra p prov ided a very entertai ni ng
film evening .

T he next morn ing. the Concours D' Elcgan ce was held
in a del igh tf u l se tting in the Govern ment Gro unds. Th er e
was a lar ge cr owd int ent on viewing th e cars a t clo se
qu a rt er s. a nd a mple ev ide nce was visib le th at ma ny
competito rs had risen ea rly to ply th e po lish ing rag s to
goo d effec t. Not a trace of roa d dirt co uld be seen on
the Jelac ca FOI'd T .

The "t h ree-check" system was em ployed fo r ju dg ing.
Similar to last yea r. The jud ges work ed ha rd for a n hour
a nd a hal l' in th eir ba ys a wa rd ing po in ts fo r the genera l
co nditio n o f the ca rs a nd the state o f the electrica l
eq uipment. subtracting po ints for fa ult s in. or neg lec t of
a car's mech ani cal con d ition.

K eenly interested specta tors gather ed ro un d th e bavs
fo llowing th e wo rk o f th e judges closely . a nd co mmen t­
ing o n an d d iscu ssin g their own rem inisc ences. At th e
co nc lus io n o f th e Co nco urs. Gcorge Gi ll tra p a nno unce d
that the M use um was op en for th e rest of th e day. an d
Mr s G illtrap very kindl y invi ted us a ll to mo rning tea .
elude d a bent an d broken d rive shaft. was re pa ired by
the hard-workin g sta ff o f th e Rangiriri Se rvice Sta tion.
wh o wo rke d (or five hou rs to se nd the car on its way
again. a nd a ll fo r th e no min al cha rge of £I ! Thi s is
sure ly SE R V ICE in the best vin tage tradi tion.

T h is br ou ght to an appropr iate close an excel lent
weekend o f vetera n an d vintage activit ies. Bef or e long.

o ur ca rs were hom eward bo und . bu t there ca n bc no
do ub t that th ei r ra d iato rs will a ll turn towards Roi o ru a
agai n next yea r fo r th e Rall y. a nd let 's hope th erc '!l he
man y more to join th em too !

RALL Y RESUL T S
Gra nd R ally Wi nners :

1st place- G . A. Litt lejoh n. 1929 A ustin 16 / 6.
2nd place-W. Jclacca , 1926 Ford T .
3rd place- Moses & Lawren ce. 1919 Dai ml er.

Class Winners:
C lass B- -G . Gi lltrap. 1908 Ca diliac.
C lass C- B. Ca lkin . 1910 Hu pm ob ilc .
C lass 0 -0. Don aldson , 19i3 F.N.
C lass E-Moses & Lawren ce. 1919 Da iml e r.
C la ss F- G. A . l. iul ejohn , 1929 Au stin .

G YMK HANA R ESULTS

W inn ers of E vents :
Ga rag ing Tes t- W . Hick ey. 1929 Ford A.
Qui ck Sta rt- J . Brown. 1915 C ha ndle r.
Slo w-Fast-

Slow sect ion: J. Brown, 1915 Cha ndler .
Fa st section: G. G . W . G rey. 1930 Ben tle y.

See-Sa w-e-J , l rv ine , 1927 A lvis.
Wi gglc-Woggl e-J. Irvine. 1927 Al vis.

CONCOU RS RESULTS
Class Winners:

C lass A- F. Mu ggeridgc, 1902 A lb ion
C lass B- G. Gi lltra p . 1908 Ca di llae.
C lass C- B. Ca lk in. 1910 Hu pmo bile .
C lass 0 -0. Do na ldso n . 191 3 F.N .
C ia,s E-N . J . St cele. 1924 Buick .
C ia, s F- W. Jelacca . 1926 Ford T .

RAL LY A FTER TH O UGHT S

So beau tifull y prepared was the Jelacca Ford T, tha t
even the brass level tap s on the flywh eel hou sing were
highl y poli sh ed fo r th e Concours.

T he jud ge of the Mech ani cal Sect ion of th e Co nco urs.
co nside red th at in so me case s the standa rd of cleanl iness
under th e bo nnet left so mething to be desired.

Co uld George Gi lltrap p lea se ac q uire a vete ra n petrol
tank er fo r h is co llec tion ') Such a veh icle was sure ly
required a t the Gy m kha na thi s year. for at least hal f a
dozen peopl e . includ ing George h imsel f. ran th eir ta nks
dry a nd we re hunting for more.
. T he m ystery sec tio n wa s ge ne ra lly co nsidere d to be a
very wo rthw hile inn ova tion . a nd ce rta inly re lieved th e
m on ot on y of the run fo r th e occ upa nts of th e faster
vin tage ca rs.

T he winn ers of th e Rall y in the ir business like looking
Sa nkcy-whec lcd A usti n 16 / 6 to urer . were a rmed appar­
ently with a ll modern naviga tion al a ids. and com pleted
the eve n t with th e loss o f only 10 po ints .

M ino r brea kdo wns included Norm Adams, who suf­
fer ed a seized va lve rock er on the Sun bea m . and C he t
Pa rk e r. whose D urant was aff licted wit h carbu ret to r
trou ble.

M ajor brea kdo wns invo lved J. Wilk inson 's Bu ick
toure r. on wh ich the torque tube came adrift from th e
ax le cas ing o uts ide Ran gi riri . The damage which in-



A Wolf Clothing hv Dick /vlesscnger.

Th is is the ,,:ory of hull' Dick Mes sen ger det uu ed one of th e /922 J litre '1','1' . S unbeams fo r
use as a road car. /11 /9/9 , wh en the world was still slowly real iz ing that th e war was 0 1'1'1'
and 1II0t or sport co ult l he resumed, th e Bal lot Co. ill Paris produced 1/ m agnijicent 8 cy linde r
racing car, design ed hy M: Henry oj "re-Will' Peugeot [amc, So im pressi ve were th ese machines
th at Lou is Co atalen, the ""111 1'0 11" of th e Sun bea m Mot or Co" decided to rep eat histor y hy
co py ing a successj ul machine 11.1' he had done in / 9/4: th is time he 11'1'111 0 111' better and
purcliased th e services o] /1'1 . Henr y liim sel]!

Th e result lVlIS th e team oj two Sunbeam s and one Tulbot th at rail ill th e G .P. o] / 92/
and did 1I0t acquit them selves part ic ularly well th ere in . A s Di ck tell s us ill this stor y th ey were
further developed and entered as a team of three Sunbeams for the revi ved Tourist Tr ophy R ace
on the mountain circuit of the Isle of Man . Jean C hassagne wo n th e event in his S un beam ,
one car did not start and Seg rave retired d uring th e race.

Th e winni ng car was later brou ght to N ew Z ealan d by Math ew Wills who, aft er very littl e
succe ss so ld her to G eorge H enning, wh ich is th e point cl! whi ch D ick's sto ry com mences.

Tu some thi s could be th e sto ry o f a crime. T hos e
purists whose inna rds will revolt a t reading what I d id
sho uld read no furthe r. but in case they do, r offer m y
hum hie apo log ies . T he crim e was comm itted som e 25
years ag o a nd in my co m pa ra tive yo u th I sa w no wron g
in co nverti ng a racing car of near pure blood in to a
road ha ck . I say "near pure blood" for ther e was a bar
s in iste r for o ne M. Ball ot has laid a claim th at the 1922
T.T. Sunbeam was a " na tura l" descendant o f hi s fam ily.
Be that as it ma y, she made a most glor iou s road car
with an inspiring per formance a nd the nice st manners.

How it a ll ca me a bo ut was th is. Som e tim e a fter I
returned to New Zeal and in 1928 . r met George Henn ing
who told me a bo ut th e stra igh t 8 Sun beam racing car
tha t he had with som e involunt ary vent holes in th e
cra nk ca se a nd cylinder block. I wa s suff iciently in ter­
ested to ca ble the Su nbea m Co. wh ich was then still
funct ion ing. as to whether they had a ny replacements

a nd found th at th ey would ca nniba lise the wanted parts
t rorn th e spa re engine they still po ssessed. So G corgc,
th e Sunbeam C o. and I did business, with the result th at
J beca me possessed of a 1922 T.T. Sun beam with man y
odd bo xes a nd tin s of nuts a nd bo lts a nd bits. At thi s
stage it was lying on its sid e ill his ga rage (appar entl y
thi s was an eas y way to work o n the under side). so we
tied the un de r tra y o n with wire. turned it back 0 11 its
whee ls, co llec ted still m ore bits and pieces a nd tow ed
th e pri ze hom e.

Years wer e to pass bef o re the ca r was to move aga in
un der its ow n power ; th e compl ete re-build ing o f the
eng ine usin g th e spare bloc k, c ra nkcase and the fo ul'
rod s from th e fa cto ry. was to be a stric tiv spa re time
job. so beyond disman tlin g th e' remainder of the eng ine
a nd handi ng it ove r to th e engineer's sho p for fitt ing
a nd cutt ing new val ve sea ts and the fitting of the cra nk­
shaft into the repl ace ment cr ank case. little work was
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don e o n th e Sunbeam for a lon g wh ile. I co u ld not
devot e much tim e to the Su nbeam ju st th en since I was
too busy prepar ing a nd racin g m y o ther car, a wo rk
f rom whi ch I wa s re leased by stag ing a class A prang,
th e bes t part o f whi ch I d idn't see th rough a particularl y.
bad view point ! N ow with loa ds of spa re time o n m y
han ds, I sta rted to wo rk se rious ly to co nvert th e Sun­
beam into the spo rts car I had in mind wh en she wa s
pu rch ased , fo r I had never intende d to race her.

It was abo ut thi s time th a t I di scov er ed th a t I had
been instrum ental in saving th e ca r fro m a fa te worse
th an death (V.8 engin es or wor se), fo r whe n I wr ot e to
the Sunbeam Co. o ffer ing to buy th e rem aining parts of
the ir engine, I fou nd that th e old firm had gone, the
blue prints a nd rec ords had a ll be en destroyed , and the
rema ini ng eng ine pa r ts had been scrapped . In fact th e
m an who repli ed had no k no wledge of it ever havin g
exi sted .

Ther e see ms to be a genera l mi scon ception th at th e
1912 TT. cars we re ident ica l with th e 1921 G .P. Th is is
no t so , and Sunbeams in their ea rly correspo nde nce with
me, wer e most emphati c in referring 10 th is car as a
1922 I.O.M. a nd wh en l an ce re fe rre d to it as 1921 , th ey
wen t to th e troubl e of expl a ini ng th a t there were wid e
d ifferences suc h as ig ni tion by 2 fo ur cy linder magn et os
instead o f th e 8 cy linder Delc o coil system; two ve rtica l
Cl aud el H o bson ca rbu rettors ins tea d of fo ur hor izontal
So lex; diff erent ca m shafts for bo th inl et an d exha usts;
ma jo r cha nge in th e lubricatio n system ; m od ified gea rs
a nd box: di fferent br ak es and wheels a nd a host o f oth er
points wh ich I do no t no w remember, a nd Sun bea m s
sa id it wo uld co nfuse the m if th e ca rs we re not c learly
defin ed . Th at the 1922 1.0.M . ca rs were ba sed o n th e
1921 G .P. ca rs th ere ca n be no dou bt, jus t as th ere is no
doub t th at th e 1921 machines wer e based o n the 1919
Ballot s, Lo uis Coata len bein g up to hi s pr e-war tr ick
oJ c op'ying a successf u l car. H owever , a part fro m using
the sa me casings (i f one ca n ca ll a gearbox housi ng a nd
a cy linder b loc k, ctc ., a casing) th e ca rs were qui te
diff er ent. Incidentall y. the inl et cam shaft hou sing was
marked 192 2 B wh en I first go t it, but this ma rk ing was
latterl y pol ish ed off.

I be lieve this car' (0 be thc ac tual winner of the 1922
·;-T ., bec a use when I bo ug ht th e car it had th e o rigina l
bo dy wo rk pai nted red an d o ut o f cur ios ity I wi ped off
suc cessive layer s o f pa int fr orn the sc uttle with alco hol
fu el. F irs t th e red ca me off. th en a coat o f b lack a nd
the n underneath a ppea red a wh ite which seemed to be
part of a number and foll o wing thi s a lo ng with gr eat
ca re a hu ge number 7 wa s graduall y re vea led which
covered a lmost the entire rig h t s ide of the scu tt le o n a
da rk gr een gro und . Th is must ha ve bee n th e original
race numbe r, a nd on check ing up I discove red that th e
nu mber bad bee n in fac t pai nted on just as I fo und it.
As a co nfi rmat io n. ther e wer e the d ime ns io ns of the
body itself. I myse lf am a bo ut 6ft tall a nd long in th e
legs an d whe n I go t the ca r I co u ld not sit in th c sca t
of th e o riginal bo dy an d get m y fcet on the pedals as
there was not e nough room unde r th e stee r ing whe el fo r
llIy fo ldcd up Icgs. Jean Chassagn c, th e dri ver of th e

winn ing ca r wa s a sma ll man , whereas bo th Seg rave
a nd Lee Gu inn ess were bo th ove r average height a nd
would the refore be as un com fo rt able as I was in a
bod y ta ilor-mad e for so sma ll a man . In cidentall y,
ne ith er of the o ther two Sunbea m entr ies finish ed th e
rac e; Lee G uinness co u ld n' t eve n star t a nd Segrave
ret ired wi th ign ition failu re an d odd ly enough the silly
littl c tr ou ble s tha t be set them o n that da y happen ed to
me a lso a t d iffer ent t imes, lea ving me in eac h case hors
de com ba t.

To try to cov er th e work that was do ne on the car
du ring th e next yea r or so wo uld fill sever al issue s of
" Bea de d Wh eels ," bu t in br ief th ey were: re placing
a ll val ve sea ts (32 of them), regrind crankshaft a nd fit
new bearings on a ll jou rn al s. Every pa rt o f th e car wa s
d ism an tled , checke d and carefully re-assembled , modified
if nec essa ry for th e purp ose I p rop osed to use her. The
old exhau st mani fold was re ta ined, but a ne w tail p ipe
swu ng down a nd under the rea r ax le since the o ld on e
would have foul ed th e le ft doo r. The gea r level' whi ch
was out sid e with th e br ake lever an d be nt r igh t to c lear
the bod y, was now brought inside the new body line a nd
wa s bent left la clear the b ra ke lever an d the inside o f
the body. The steeri ng co lum n was fitte d with a ne w tub c
and lengthen ed 7 inche s to a llo w fo r th e fittin g of a n
" exte nded" dri ver. At la st the chassis wa s ready a nd it
was a great mom ent wh en with a temporar y seat, o pen
ex ha us t mani fol d a nd inst ruments tied on with str ing ,
the en gine was sta rte d on the e nd of a tow rop e. It
sho u ld be pointed ou t th at a t thi s stage no a ttem pt bad
bee n ma de to detune th e engi ne , as I had decid ed to
build it up to fac to ry specifica tio n as a sta rt ing poin t
a nd -then find out wha t was requi red to give it th e ncccs­
sary flcxi b ilit y fo r a spo rt s o r. Consc qucn rly . for th is
tral burst it was still fitte d with the o rigir:al huge
C laud els a nd I had se t th e e lm sha fts wi th th e fai rly
wide overlap <IS used I'm rac ing . Ha vi ng ad .ustcd tr..if!r,5
so tha t the eng ine wo uld idl e, a nd what 's more sta rt o n
th e han dl e. I could ba rel y wait to giv e her a little tr y
o ut a long the road . The clutc h was bea ut ifu lly sm oo th .
but th e gears were a ud ib le eve n above the ex ha ust note.
tho ugh of co urse th is woul d no t have worr ied th e makers
wh o wo uld have th ou ght noth ing of dou bling th e noi se
for a 2% increa se in po wer. I took it up to th e concrete
st rip a sho rt d ista nce away a nd qu ietl y ra n it l up a nd
down a fe w tim es to ge t it used to run n ing a nd then
gave it a littl e bi t of a burs t th ro ugh th e gears. T he
a ffect was terrific, a n ear sha tteri ng sh rie k from the
ex ha us t manifol d a lmos t a lo ng side m y ear a nd we took
o ft up the hal f-m ile grade. It wa s on ly a few seconds
before I bad run th rough the gea rs a nd . sati sfied it
would ac tua lly go. I ea sed down a nd loo ked o ver m~'

shoulder to see if a ny co nsc ien tio us tra ffic peop le we re
fo llow ing me ; th ey we ren 't. bu t what was . was a q uarte r
o f a mil e of sn ak ing black track! Horror's. my bea ut ifu l
tyres. It was m y firs t taste o f th e potent ia l o f th e T.T.
spo rts car a nd for tuna te ly mos t o f the fut ur e road s we re
b lack , so th at I ne ver aga in had th e shock o f seein g my
goo d ru bb er on th e roa d, tho ugh it m ust have ha pp en ed
fre q ue nt ly. (T o bc co nt in ued in th e nex t iss ue).



Traffic jam in the wilderness. The road block on Meyer's Pass
during the Irishman Rally.
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Free 01 lasl. D. Borlon at the wheel of Dick Messenger's D Type
Vauxhall in the slow-fast test during Ihe Rotorua Gymkhana.
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" Indian Summer" of a Vintage Car A .A .A .

AIl e/rell' Anderson m akes his [irst acquuinta ncc with th e ma rqu e " invicta" and since it \1' (/ .1'

m OM interesting, passed 0 11 the expericnre 10 " Beaded Wh eels."

F irstl y let me dis pe l a ny sneak ing do ubts th a t ma y lu rk
in t h~ read er's mi nd as to jus t what period the Inv icta
IaIs in:o , It is a vintage car in ever y sense of tnc wo rd.
Th ough p roduct ion con tinued well after 1931 the ca r
has a ll the attr ibu .es of the vintage spo rts car, as will be
'. n fold :d anon.

Th e Com;J:InY wa s formed in 1925 a nd marketed It
litre, 3 litre an d 4t litre m achinery o f d istinct ion a nd no
little p erforman ce . T he y were h'gh ch assis vintage look­
ing m ach inery usi ng prop rieto ry engines , usually by
H cnr v M eadows. Bu t in spite of extensive publicity in
the field of long di sta nce end ur ance run s a nd speed
rec ords in th e h a nds of M iss Viole t Corderey, they do
not se em to hav e rea lly ca ugh t on , and belong to the
ca tego ry o f cars like the M arendaz. which are ve ry n ice
indeed bu t which no body see ms to have owned beca use
there a re so many that a re nicer !

Th is is un t il in 1930 th e lOO m .p .h . lo w chassis ve rs io n
of th : 4t litre was an no unce d. Th is m achine rcall y caught
o n. Th e Mo nte Ca rlo Rall y, The Shc lsey-Wa lsh Sports
Ca r Re cord , The Al p ine T r. al s, Br o oklan d s a ll re sounded
its s ucc ess th o ugh Mr S. C. H . D av is a nd others suf­
fered so m e grizzl y pr an gs tha t showed th at it had to be
t:'eat ed wi th res pect.

In comm o n w.th the p recedi ng 3 lit re a nd "h igh
chassis" 4·} ver sio ns the new "1 00 m .p .h ." m achine
util icd a six cyl ind er Me ad ow s e ng .ne -s-a mari ne uni t
"asical! y- wh ich gave good to p end per forma nces with
no sacrifices to flex ib ilit y.

In 1931 " T he M o:or" , Ro ad Tested one o f the first
of th ese ca rs and its " Ta bula ted Da ta for the D rive r"
read s thus.
Chassis De/ails

Invict a 4t litre sp o rts to urer . 6 cy linder 88 .5 m Im x
120 m /m (4,467 c.c.), Tax 00. O .H .\!. Du al ign itio n
co il a nd mag. G ea rbo x Ra tio s, 3.6 . 4 .9. 7.0. lOA to I.
Rig ht hand lever . Engine speed 810 1'.1' m . a t 20 rn.p.h .
In top.

Perf ormance
Speed s on the G ears. Top 99 m .p .h .. th ird 75 rn.p. h ..

seco nd 50 m.p.h . M inimum speed to p gear 6 m .p .h .
Pet ro l con sumpt ion 16 rn.p.g , Acceleration 0-60 m .p.h ,
throu gh th e gea rs 14 2-5sec.

Dim ensions, Etc .
Wheelbase 9ft lOin . Track 4ft 8in . Ground clear­

unce 6in . Overall length 14ft 4in . Ov erall width 5ft
6in. He ight to scre en top 4f t 4in . Weight (unladen) 29
cwt s . Price C hass is £750. fou r sea ter £950 .
So much for the ba re bo nes o f facts a nd figures to

whet th e a p petite. T he en gine 111 s ta nda rd tunc devel op­
cd around 110 B.H.P . a t 3.20 0 r.p .rn . a nd the abo ve
quoed Ro ad Test ope ns thus:

"Here is no ha rsh racing ca r o n wh ich fre q uen t re­
course must be made to the gear lever in traffic o r o n
winding ro ad s. but a sm oo th . flex ibl e touring ca r which

will tr ick le a lon g in to p ge ar a t 6 or 7 m .p .h . a nd will
pick up speed smooth ly a nd w ith ext rao rd inary ra pid ity
immed iat el y the ac cele ra tor peda l is dep ressed.

At the o ther end of the scale it wi ll exceed 90 m .p.h .
and should be capable, if in first cla ss condi tion, o f

100 m .p.h .
On fa irl y sha rp curves that will not be rounded

b y a sen sible driver a t more than 55 rn.p.h. or 60 rn .p. h .
in a ll ordi na ry to uri ng car , the In victa can be driven
a t over 80 m .p .h. without the slightest effort in steering
or an y feeling of insecurity. T he road holding is a ll tha t
can be desi red a nd , owing to the low sea ting position ,
th c d river experiences a delightful sense of st abil ity."
T he se remark s make a suitable int rodu ction to the
example recent ly experienced.

Two examples exist in NZ.. onc ha ving been im po rted
by member S. A . Gibbons of Wanganui ju st prior to
th e war a nd s ince the war competed at Wigram a nd
sp rin ts in the ha nds o f Frank Bennett a nd Hec. McLean.
Since the n a las . it ha s been almost written off in a
pa rticularl y bl o od-curd ling pr ang. T he seco nd ex ample
wa s bro ught to A uckland so m e two yea rs ago by a n
A ir F orce Officer who was no sooner arrived than
tr an sfe rred o ver seas aga in a nd so ld the ca r to A uckland
P resident H o racc Robinson wh o in turn so ld to Ern ie
M cG lvnn its p resen t o wner. Your scribe met ivI r Me­
G lyn n du rin g hi s rece nt sojo urn in Auckl an d th rough
th e go od offices o f Ray Wat son of C ha in-gang F ra zer­
Nash fa me a nd to cut a lo ng sto ry short th e car was
loaned to m e fo r some tw o weeks wh ich was enough
to becom e re all y fa miliar w ith it and to tr y it un de r a
wide va riety of conditions. As Mr M cGlynn is th e firs t
to point o ut the car was not in a goo d state of tu ne.
owing to sla ck timi ng chains principa lly. a nd so no
" d espera te d icin g" was tri ed o r a ttem pts made a t tim ed
per formance agains t the wa tch which would undou btedly
be m isleading 10 th e marque as a whole.

Abou t 80 m .p .h . wa s the usua l m a ximum o b ta ined
o n the road and the acce leratio n fe ll away disappoi nt­
ingly as speed b u ilt u p a nd ev en 80 m.p.h . was slow
in coming up .• It is a t moderate speeds that the ca r r;;all y
comes int o its own a nd since fr equent tr ips were made
from Au ckl and to T uuk a u. Pae ra ta a nd Ha m ilto n there
were pl ent y o f opportun ities to tr y her o n the highwa y
where rea lly h igh a verag es we re a lways pu t up with o ut
ever exceed ing 30 m.p .h . lim its o r see m ing to ind ul ge
in very h igh speeds : ver y good road holding a nd a th ird
gear with jus t the r ight ratio combined 10 gi ve con sist­
entl y belle I' a verages by al most 5 m .p .h . th an a br and
new Ford C us to m line used before takin g o ver the
Inv ict a . T his in sp ite o f ha ving to cr uise th e F o rd con ­
sisten tly a t 75 m .p .h . (speedo l- a s peed o n ly lo ok cd a t in
th e Invic ta for short b u rst s o n the Southern M ot o rw a y.
So much for perf o rm ance. in a ppea ra nce . superfic ia lly .
th e ca r does not sup por t m y open ing co n te ntio n that thi s



is a vintage car a nd it is granted that out wardl y it is more
akin to the S.S. 90 o r M.G . than to its b lood a nd
thunder forebea rs in th e Sports Car field .

A det ail ed look at its construction however soo n re ­
veals th at her e is a veh icle with noth in g sho dd y or
sk im pe d in its co ns t ruc tion . Th e Frame is very massiv e
a nd deep in sec t io n wi th very p ronounced upsweep o ve r
bo th fr ont a nd re a r ax les: th e front a x le is trem en­
d ously heavy "a rmed" with impressively va st br ak e
drums with mechanicall y o pe ra ted shoes. Open th c
bonne t a nd the motor fills th e entire a va ila b le space;
it IS a p leas ing looking engine with it s a lum in ium rocker
co ver , twin S /U ca rburetto rs and a m agneto driven from
the timing train on o ne side and the co il and distributo r
se t on the other.

The exha u st sys tem se ts a jarring not e with it s flex ibl e
o u ts id e p ip e sh ro uds- the s ta rt o f th e era o f th e "Cads
C a r" ! The bulkhead is a m assiv e cast al umi n ium affair
with a va cu um tank with a large integral reservoir though
thi s is a n o rnamen t onl y o n th is exa m p le which is fitt ed
with a f uel pump. In sho r t so l id ity is the keynote in
Its co ns tr uct io n.

The sea t ing position is go od ; the b ig spr ing spoke
wh eel co m es to hand ju st right as does the heavy right
hand lev er th at co n t ro ls the four spe ed gearbox that is
in unit with th e eng ine .

One sits fac ing the usual array of instruments, th e
engine sta r ts o n th e first barrel every time o n using th e
in gen iou s s ta rter c um-horn button-pull for s tarti ng .
pu sh for the horn-in th e cent re of the stee ring wheel.
T he clutch is smoo th th ough drags abom ina b ly wh en
warm a nd we 're a ll!

Th e gea rbox wails lik e a bansh ee a nd is obvio usly
ver y ba d ly worn in th e bea rin g d ep a rtm en t making
cha nges unpredic ta ble, b u t on th e whole it is a go od bo x
to u se a nd would o bv io usl y be a ho ncy if in bet ter
m ech anical co nd iti o n. T he moto r however do esn ' t really
need it a nd th e car is more a k in to a Railt on in it s
flexib ility than to say, the Bentl ey a lt h o ug h th e latte r
is its k in in the cha ss is a nd suspensio n d epartm ent. Th e
latter esp eciall y is o f th e teeth chattering typ e "con­
tr olled" b y Andre telcc on trols a nd o ve r Auckland roads
a nd t ra m lin es the r ide im presse s it sel f fl rrnl y upon
the con sciousness ! On the hi ghways however she si ts
stea dy as a ro ck a nd round th e co rners o ne goes , ea ch
on e qu ick er th an th e las t un t il o ne remem be rs Samm y
D av is a nd other s and o ff comes the pressure on th e
loud pedal. Th e eng ine not e changes m arkedl y a t ab out
50 rn.p.h. in to p, ju st lik e a th ree litr e Be n tley does and
fr om the fairly su bd ued "woofle" o f a big wo olly e ng ine
ru nni ng light she burst s int o so ng in no uncerta in te rms.
H owever th e s to pp ing is not qui ;e a s im pressi ve as its
going and the imposing ar ra y of s to p pi ng impedim enta
rea l l v a dds up to so much m ore unsprung we ight. This .
I be lieve is no t tr ue of th e m arque as a whole but to
one wh o has wr estled with Napiers and Vau xhalls to
p in th em down fro m fu ll cr y th is particula r exam p le
ol ln vict a fe lt ju st like hom e.

T o sum up. H er e is a ca r with a prepo nde rance o f
v int age features, but somehow or o ther th e modern slee k
lo ok a nd the m agn ified fl exib ili ty ju st don 't fee l r igh t
- no: there is nothing quite lik e the real . genu ine blood
a nd thunder and the Inv iet a is too refi ne d to feel a t
ho m e in!

Pho to by cou r tcsv Barry M c Koy , A uck la nd
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First Easter Rally, Wanganui. P. Wi lliams on

Perhaps it is best to q ua lify the Easter Ra lly wit h a
member's uttera nce . "Wish there was a no ther next week­
en d, a year is a lon g time: '

T he Rall y commenced on Saturda y. 20th , with a time
trial, M arten to Wanganui. a distance of 23.8 miles, over
so m e quite interesting country. so me good hills. though
no ne so steep th a t Rex Po rter had to d ismount from the
De Dion .

The Waugan ui contingent drove down in force in the
morn ing. co ngregati ng at the Ra ngit ikei C o unty Yards
where we greeted th e me mbers fro m further afiel d ; M rs
So uthward in her Swift . David Natha n an d a ll of h is
Bentley from We ll ington. M r and M rs Po rte r and Sonia
fro m Carterton with the De Dion Bouto n, an d T rcvor
Hudson with h is Au stin fr om Lev in.

U nfort una te ly. the weather was not at its hest . and
worse wa s to co me a t m id-d a y Sunday .

Befor e th e sta rti ng tim e. 1 V m .. the cars m oved o ut
into th e stree t facing towards Wan ganui. Hi s Wor sh ip
th e Ma yor of Marten . Mr M ead s. a fter a shor t speech
o f apprec iation on beha lf of the peo ple of Ma rto n.
sta rted the Rall y. the cars leaving in this order :

1. R. Po rt er 1900 De Dion Bo ut on
2. K . Wr igh t 1909 Clement Talbot
3. B. Wal ke r 19 12 Zedel
4. A. To nks 1913 Daimler
5. \-1. Wadey 19 14 Buick
6. A . Tusti n 19 16 Perry
7. T. Stirling 19 16 Overla nd
8. Mrs K . W rig ht 192 3 Alvis
9. Mr s L. Southward 1925 Swift

10. W . Viekers 1915 Bean
11. P. Williarnso n 1927 Hum be r
12. J . Carrick 1927 Lea Fr ancis
13. D. Na than 1930 Bentl ey
14. T. H udso n 1923 A ustin

David a tha n's Ben tle y. the la st to leave , at 2.12 p.m .,
wa s a so urce of m uch specta tor interest. T hey tried to
ge t David to ope n the eng ine ·roo m hat ch , hut he was
keep ing th is for th e " Bes t Prep a red Vehi cle" judgi ng o n
Sunday. Perh a ps a pe rspe x bon ne t wo uld be th e score ,
bu t I ha te to th ink wh at W.O. would have th ough t.

T he ro ad o ut wa s packe d with peop le a nd ind eed such
was th e ca se a ll a lo ng th e rout e. Cars pa rked in ga le­
wa ys a nd on the sides of the road were fu ll of wa ving
people . o ut to see o ur cars go by .

T he Tra nsport De partment a nd the Wa nganu i Ci ty
-C o uncil Traffic Depa rtm en t were a great hel p by looking
a fter the crossroads and bridges, etc.

Secret check s we re employed by the marsha ls , who
d id a gra nd job over the Rall y to make o ur lives a little
more m iserable, o ne check being half-wa y up the longest.
steepest hill.

The time trial termi nated at the A.A. park ing area in
the ma in street. wh ere the re wa s a large cro wd wai ting
to see the cars arrive a nd to see them on d isp lay .
J ud ic io us placing of the co llection box reaped more
proceeds to wa rds o ur Bu ild ing F und .

T he Satu rda y programme fini shed wi th a very enjoy­
a ble Socia l a nd Da nce. held in the Amate ur Dra matic
Society's Hall.

Ten o'clock Sunday morning sa w the cars aga in at the
A.A . all cleaned a nd polished up to undergo the scr ut iny
o f Mr V. Luff a nd Mr V. He nley. o ur ve ry competent
a nd in terested judges. With the Vet eran s still not judged
a nd the Vintages nea rl y completed . down cam e the rain
se nd ing the la rge crowd scurrying. The judging of the
Veteran ca rs was therefore held at I p.rn . in Be rt Tonk s
Pa nel -Sh o p at Wan ganu i East. The ra in a lso meant the
cance lla tion of our picnic at Upokonga ro. some seven
mi les up the Wa nga nui Ri ver, but we were fort unate in
bein g able to hold the d riving test s in mod ified form in
Wrigh t Stcp he nsc n' s park ing lo t in between th e showe rs.

The test s inclu ded severa l vers ions of garagi ng, wea v­
in g. a nd th e Spo t test. a nd du e to the ra ther co ns tr icted
space . fu lly tested th e dri ver s' abi lity.

The Rall y co ncl ude d o n th e Sunday nig ht wit h a film
sho wing, pri ze-g iving a nd supper in th e Buffal o Hall a nd
was we ll attended . George Gilltrap 's excellent film "Ma ke
Wa y for Yesterda y: ' wa s shown a nd wa s a ppreciated
by a ll.

After the film the C hai rman made a sp eec h of thanks
to all wh o had co nt rib uted towards th e success of the
weekend and then M rs Will iarnso n presented th e trophies
as fo llows :

W adey Bros . CuP (C lass A Veteran) : R. Porter.
Ro un d tree C up (C lass B Veteran) : 13 . Walker.
Milex Cup : Mrs Southward.
MeCabe Trophy: T. Hudso n.
Prix d'Honncu r (Veteran) : K . Wright.
P rix d' Honneur (Vi nta ge): M rs Southward .
A . R. Wrigh t Aggregate C hallenge C up : B. Wa lker.
Chai rma n's Prize : A . To nks .
Certificates were presented to a ll the competitors who

completed the di sta nce in the ti me tria l within the speci­
fied time lim it. We are pleased to say th at a ll q ua lified.

W ith the suc cess of th is. the first Easter Rall y, we
awa it with impa tie nce nex t Ea ster which we hope will
a ttrac t mo re cars to share the fun a nd in terest wh ich
not eve n th e wea ther co uld da m pe n thi s year.

POIN T S - M ARTON T O WA NGA N UI

Vetera n Section:
I. B. Wal ker. Zedel 1912, 345 po in ts.
2. B. Tonks. Da im ler 19 13. 342 po in ts.
3. T. Stirling. Overland 1916. 340 points.

Vinta ge Secti on:
I. T . Hud so n. A usti n 1923, 350 points
2. W. V ickers, Bea n 1925. 345 points .
3. P. W ill ia mso n. Hum ber 1927. 335 po int s.

Ve/erall: DRI VI I G TESTS
I. B. Wa lke r, Zede!. 177 poi nts.
2 . A. Tustin , Perr y. 174 points.
3. T. Stirling, Overland , 162 points.

Vintage :
I. P. Williarnson. Hum ber, 174 po int-s .



2. T. Hudson . Austin. 151 point s
3. 1. Ca rric k. Lea Francis, 134 points.

I. A. K . Wright , C lem en t Talbot. 380 points
2. R . Porter. De D ion Bouton. 375 points , eq ua l

A. T ank s. Daimler, 375 point s. equal.

Ve teran: BEST PR EPARED

Vintage :
I. M rs Southward . Swift , 345 points.
2. T. Hud son . Austin, 330 points
3. P. Williamson . Humber . 300 points

AG GREGATE CHALLENGE
I. B. Walk er. ZedeI. 882 points .
2 . T . Stirl ing. Overl and , 847 points.
3. T. Hud son . Austin. 831 points.

Northern Natter
OFFICERS OF THE VINTAGE & VETERAN CAR CLUB (A UCKLA N D INC.)

President: H. Rcbinsnn, Esq. Hon . Sce . C. Porker, Esq., 17 King George Avenue, Au ckland.

Auckland Editor, P. V. Maxwell, 38 Golf Avenue, Otahuhu, Auckland .

The wri ter of thi s article was wont to style him self
"Lon gstroke" for a nom de plume. However. o n being
reminded that this nam e gra ced an earlier writer in the
1I0W defunct N ew Ze al and "Sportscar" periodical o f circa
1948-50, a new name had better be thought up to av oid
confusion . How a bo ut "Piston Slap," " Big End," " Loose
Scr ew ," or so me su ch'? Pe rhaps a fla sh of in spi ration
will a p pea r in due co u rse, but meanwhile th e reader will
ju st ha ve to su ffer thi s sc reed as is.

A recent trip a ro und the ar ea reveal ed a few chan ges
of o wne rs h ip o f C lu b ca rs a nd quite a number of
acquisition s. Perhaps Beruard McGinn' s burning of the
midnight oil lat el y wi ll be th e m ost excit ing news. Let
us sa y that N ew Ze aland's heftiest vintage spo rts ca r
Will finall y emerge res p le ndent a nd could be a m ost
fi tti ng sta ble mate to Bernard's XK 120 road st er . Ern ic
McGlynn has d isposed of th e lo vely Invicta and Jack
Phillips a lso has so ld hi s Sunbeam wh ich is o nc o f th e
tinest ex ta nt. Kn owin g hi s enthusiasm , however, there is
no doubt it w ill be replaced by an even m o re wonderful
ca rnage .

A fin e C rossl ey sa loo n o f a bo u t 1928 vinta ge wa s
sp ied in Tham es a nd is he ading for Auckl and o w ne r­
sh ip , A fair am o u n t o f tid ying up is required here. There
IS a scarcity in the north of the cha racte r laden Engli sh
sal oons of the tw enti es although th e South Island is not
badly off for th ese. John lrv inc' s nice Alvis six o f 1928
is a g ra nd exa m ple of th e type I have in mind. Vet er an
ranks a rc to be a ugm en ted soon b y one 1910 model. a
couple a t least o f 1914 a nd a n o ld buggy type .

T he 1910 White St eamer ch assis that never got a ro und
to be ing restored . was very recentl y see n be ing to wed
aw ay in th e tra ffic strea m , but th e new o wner is not
kn own yet. A go od guess wo u ld not be diffi cult. however.

A well supported G ymkhana. an a m bitio us a nd int er­
esting excursion to Whangerei a nd an other of ou r in­
volved a nd pos sibl y h ilari ous M yst er y Trial s a re o n th e
ag enda in th e near future a nd the se. plus other evening
functions will keep everybod y o n their toe s .

GYMKHANA - 28th APRIL

Once aga in th e pleasant venue a t Midgeley's Farm ,
H o bsonville, wa s ch osen a lt ho ugh a d iffer ent field was
selected with bett er picnic a r ra ngem en ts . The su rfa ce was

prett y rugged with the gr ass m aintainin g its grea sin ess
a ll day . b ut o nce everybo dy realized th at a ll cars were
eq ua lly ha ndicapped a right roy al time was had by all
in th e br illi ant sunshi ne . Twent y-fiv e vintage ca rs turned
up with a few moderns in mem bers' hands a lso. C loc k­
work pr ecisi on in runn ing the events would be a mi s­
nomer . but ce r tai nly a brisk effic iency in getting com­
peti tors through was noted. M ar shal s M o ses. Lawrence
a nd Mc G inn wer e ea gle-eyed in penali zing th e fre q ue n t
" wro ngdoe rs" a nd the res ults give a go od id ea o f how
these d riving tests sho w no o ne person up as " cham pi o n ."

Qu ite inspiring was the tr action of Bruce Ander son ' s
1924 Packard, rega rd less o f th e sur fa ce. whil st in so me
o f th e runs requi rin g a bit of " h urry up" the faster
ca rriages such as Tim Sec comb e's 3 litre Bentley and
C he t Pa rk er's 4·} Bentley sp u n wheel s a nd pi rou ett ed
a bo ut with little forward motion to be see n . John
Irvinc' s A lvis o nce ag ain was cha m pio n o f th e " W iggle
Wo ggle" as a t Rotorua a nd Bill T ennant's vene ra b le
Austin 7 sho wed eve ryo ne how the garaging test sho u ld
be d one. Next yea r for a cha ng e. a de cent hard lev el
su rfac e will be used a nd a llow us a few m ore pOSSI­
bilit ies in the natu re of events.

RESULTS
U phill A cccl eration:

l s t - M . Mills, Alvi s 12/ 50.29 sec s.
2nd- C. Parker, Bentl ey 4t. 32 secs
3rd-P. Jones, Standard 14. 33 secs

G araging :
1st - W. Tennant. Au stin 7, 32 secs .
2nd-L. Jell aca, Ford. 35 sccs., eq ua l

R . Har rison . Ford A. 35 se cs .. equal.
R elay :

16 cars , 2 teams o f 8- L. Jellaca 's team .
Width Judging Te st :

1st - C. Pa rker , Bentle y. 3 inches.
2nd-W. Oldfield . De So to , 4 inch es.
3rd-M . Mill s. Alvis , 5 in ches.

Wi ggle Woggle :
lst-J. I rv in e, Alvis 12 /50. 58 sec s.
2nd-W. T enn ant. Au st in . 60 secs.
3rd-M . M ills. Alvis, 67 secs .

Eg K and Spoon:
F our heats a nd final-B. Andcrson , Packard,



Third Irishman Creek Rally R . B. Sliand

As o ur scri be \Vas o J/e of the organise rs travelling hy the onl v car tmodern h eap) wh ich didnt
make Iristunon, lVe lia vc been fo rced to complet e this art icl e b v combined e!Jort . Ed .

A co mp lete re-orga nisa tion of thi s event specifica lly
to ass ist mem bers o f th e Dunedin b ra nch prom ised th e
best Ir ish man ever. The sta rting po int was ce ntra lised in
Waimate, a country town almost eq ui-d ista nt betw een
Duned in and C h ristch urch fr om wh en ce th e ro ute took
th e entry inla nd over a " N o t Recom mended" road
thro ugh M eyers Pass to th e Haka tar am ea Vall ey, th en ce
down to Ku row on th e W ait ak i Ri ver, a fte r wh ich the
rout e followed the main road to Orn ur ama . Lak e Puk aki
and Irishrn an . For the be nefit o f our ove rseas reade rs it
sho uld be mad e clear that a "main road" is not a lways
tar-sea led no r for th a t ma tter is it necessaril y eve n a
good road- perhaps a m ore accura te term in thi s cas e
wo uld be "the only ro ad " . T he new ro ute invo lved the
Ca nte r bury bra nc h me mbers in a co nsi derab le amo un t
mo re tr avell ing but the ac tua l Rally ro ute fro m Wai mat e
to Iri shman invol ved so me 150 mil es.

Rear to kerb in Sh earman Street o n Good Fr iday
m orning, n ineteen cars including six vet er an s, wa ited fo r
the Le Man s typ e sta r t tha t was to se nd th em o n th eir
wa y over th e first seci ion. Most o f th e co mpeti to rs had
co nstrued th e inst ruction to " be com plet el y se lf-sup po rt ­
ing" in th e wid est possible sense and alwa ys acc or din g
to the known ch ar act eri sti cs of their m ount ; poki ng from
be nea th th e tonneau of one of the Fia t co ntinge n t wa s
~ l spa re head gaske t a nd inspection reveal ed pra cticall y
eve ry o th er kn own sp ar e except a C ro wn whe el and
pin ion wh ich was to become somewha t o f a n ernba rra s»­
m erit . Liggctts la rge rcx-top St udeba kcr was bea utifu lly
prepa red a nd in Concours trim, wh ile th e ever-showroom
a ppea ra nce of Bak er 's 1914 C a ltho rpe Min or was a lmos t
submerged ben ea th the multi tude of pann ier s carried o n
th e sides ; Bak er had thought of everything as tim e was
to sho w, Oddic's 3-litre appeared mu ch improved in
a pp eara nce in a new coat o f d ignifi ed gree n, whil e the
rest of o ur Ti mar u members turne d up in th e Equi pe
N icho lson which had ent ered th e 1907 Cadi llac a nd th e
1914 Mercedcs. Napicr, Panhard, Vauxhall , Pack 'II'd ,
A rrol -J oh nston. F.N. , Essex, a ve rita ble host of 50 1 Fia ts
(sorry, Mr Mau ger, a nd onc 50 lS Fiat) and two O.M.s
co mp leted th e en try . It wo uld not be fa ir to pass over the
rea ppea ra nce of one of our o ld stalwa rts, F rank Bland­
for d, by merel y say ing " two O .M .s" . Eve n though Fra nk
arr ived fift y minutes lat e, he managed to make th e end
o f the field co m plete with G lo be trotte r David Bar ker
attached to a drum of fu el in the rear qu arters.

T wo failu res in the Le Mans sta rt ind ica ted th at
ei the r drivers are becoming more agil e or the offi cial s do
no t ma ke the test sufficiently d ifficul t.

Wh ile th ere had been a co ns idera ble amo unt of ra in
duri ng the pr evious week the weath er was now fine a nd
th ere appea red no rea son to doubt th e conditi on of
th e roads althou gh a ch an ce rem ark by a bo wser attend­
a nt to the officia ls in W a imatc th at his fath er-in-l aw
lives near th e foot of Meyers Pa ss a nd owned two

cra wle r tractors wh ich mig h t be hand y gave cau se fo r
th e mildest o f frowns. Dou bts were soo n d ispell ed as the
foll ow-up ca r traver sed the first sect ion wh ich wound
ove r tar-seal a nd then shing le roads up towards th e cha in
o f hill s whi ch co nta in th e' Pass. For mi le after mi le
th ere wa s no ev ide nce o f a ny th ing mo re am iss th an a
well chewed pa tch of shingle to ind icate some over ­
zea lo us cornering.

After passin g the point wh ere th e ent ry changed its
average spee d a nd began th e as cen t of th e Pa ss th er e
was no sign save tyre mark s in th e grass over growing
the tra ck a nd so on round th e one wa y path cu t out
of th e sid e o f the steep va lley which mark ed the begin­
ning of th e Pass.

j ust as a n a lmost co m pla cent a ir sett led ove r th e
follow-up ca r, it ro unde d a be nd a nd th ere in front was
a s igh t th at coul d have been 1927 and not I957-almos t
th e who le ent ry except Oddie a nd a few o f the ea rli er
ca rs to leave wer e sto pped a long the tr ack a t a point
wh er e a moun tain tor rent cr ossed it. Further up the o ther
side th e Napier passen ger s (a ll wom en) wer e endeavo ur ­
ing to p ut th eir " sh oulder s to the whe el" in a vain effort
to help 42 cwt. o f car up th e rock y slo pe down which
wa s flowing yet a not her mountain torrent. The Merced es
had succeeded in welting its e lectr ics cross ing th e first
c reek and had held up th e rest o f the en try with the
res ult that th ey lost traction on th e sticky track and did
1I 0t ha ve suffici ent way o n to make up th e next slo pe.
A fter a lot o f m anual la bour had been expended and
some time elap sed the ca rs were aga in o n their wa y to
find yet fur th er st retches of mud which made pr ogress
slow a nd cut tim e schedules to ribbon s. Two o utstanding
fea tur es of th e hold-up were the am azing performan ce
o f th e Veteran s which mad e shor t work o f th e sticky
pa rt s a nd th e Boy Scout per forman ce o f Robin AIIan
in h is 50 1 F iat wh ich he had wisel y equipped with
gro und grip tyres a nd a tow ro pe both of which pr oved
invaluabl e as he ploughed ba ck and f'orh alon g th e
tr ack towing most of th e entry irrespective of sha pe o r
size on to a fir me r surface. Wh en thank ed for his co m­
pl etely un sel fish a nd spo rting gesture he made th e
entirely deligh tful repl y th at as he wa s so used to being
tow ed him self at eve n ts he fo und it bo th no vel a nd
pleasing to be on th e other end o f the ro pe fo r a cha nge.
(Any wonder th at thi s Club is a happy uni ted crcw.) T he
other as to nish ing fea tur e of the hold up was the fact
th at the crews had not severe ly if not fat all y dealt with
th e o rgan isers who were in the follow-up car fo r on
a ll occasions a nd even a t th e star t all had bee n ass ure d
hy th e o rga nisers who had mapped the t ria l a nd check ed
it in d rought conditions both tim es that th er e was nothing
tough , old bo y, much easier than last yea r rea lly and
non e of th is tri als bashing stuff, yo u kn ow!

On over the summ it and down into the va lley aga in ,
th e descent being a series of zig-za gs cut in the sid e of
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feat s be en seen or heard of. What strokes. what cubic
capacities, and brother , wha t borcs ! ! !

Ah , well , Sunda y had to come with a ll its di sillusion­
men t, bag s we re sto wed a nd we cl imbed into ou r sm a ll.
a verage size a nd not so very b ig motor ca r s a nd m ot o red
regretfu lly home.

It was grand to see " Canutc" K enned y at hi s first
Iri shman . Ev en if hi s gesture of stem m ing th c tid e of
fat c wa s to prove a bo r tive a nd we wer e destined not to
see hi s " delecta ble little D elu ge" .

Nichol son with hi s seven league Ca d illa c was th er e.
Down the road fro m Simon's Pass the Na pie r a nd
Mercedes battled through the swir ling mi st a s they did
in 1903 a t Ball ysh ann on eve n if Anderson co u ld sca rce ly
lay claim to be a n Edge. o r Loug h na n , for that m atter
a Jcn at zy.

Suffic e it to say th at fo r 2 gl or iou s days th e Vintag e
G ods were as sem bled on th ei r Ol ympu s swa thed with a ll
in sco tchm ist ! T he following a re the results :

r . Bull (E ssex 1018, I ; W . Turnbull (Panh ard)
1017.2; A . Bak er (Calth orpe) 1015 .5. 3; R . Mahan
(Merce des ) 1015.25. 4 ; A. Ander son (N apier) 1010 .75, 5;
P. Sh aske y (O .M .) 999.5 , 6 ; S. Sa rn pson (Packar d) 998 .25 ,
7 ; D . Johnson (Fiat 50 1) 992 , 8 ; A . Liggett (Studebak er)
988.5, 9 ; D . Oddie <Bentley 984 , 10; R. EJlen s (C ad illa c)
968, 11; B. Ufton (Vauxhall) 960.25, 12; R. Ali en (Fiat
50 1) 955, 13; A. Catte rmo le (A rr ol-Johnson) 926.75, 14;
J . Loughnan (F .N .) 900, 15 ; W . M an ger (Fiat 50 1s) 896 .
16 ; F . Bland ford (O.M .) 768. 17; G . Ow en (Fi at 501)
876 (to wed last sect io n). Times fo r th e first sec tio n
were not included for th e calcul ati on o f th e results.

an almost precipit ou s cliff. The strea m at the bottom
was a " ba nke r" a nd p roved too much for the gall ant
Ca lthorp e but not so fo r its ingenious owne r who
smartly hauled o ut a length of clothes Iine fro m on e o f
th e pannier s a nd tossed it. sa ilo r fashion, to Sam pso n in
thc Packard who was jus t in fr ont a nd who o b liged .

The ent ry wa s so me wha t di sm a yed to see a tra ctor a nd
c rew a t the next water cross ing but o p in io ns of the
organisers im p roved te m pora ri ly a t lea st. until th e gent
with the tract or expla ined that h is pre sence a t th e ford
was entire ly fortuit ou s as he was waiting for a friend
fr om town . He pr o ved , howeve r, a gent ind eed a nd th o sc
who requ ired succo u r received it except th e follow-up
ca r which a rri ved a s th e tractor ran o ut o f petrol.

From th er e o n it wa s plain sa iling d o wn th e Hak atara­
m ea Vall ey to th e specia l test at Kurow , th e big bump
in the Waita ki br idge whi ch shoo k up most of th e ca rs
and th ence on to the next co n tro l a t Ornararna. It was
at thi s sta ge th at th e 50 1 with all the spa res came to
n eed the cro wn wh eel a nd pini on which it did not have
but th anks once aga in to th e su rp lus horses in the
Sarnpson Packard it wa s towed to Iri shman where thanks
to the k ind offer of the m agnificently eq uipped work-shop
and th e a b ility of marsh al Murray Maxwell. the Fi at was
m otoring aga in by Sa turda y aft erno on . (A nd b y th at
tim e o ur scr ibe was pr obably still o n hi s way back to
C h r istc h ureh nursing o ne split radiato r. Here's wh ere
we take ov er. very mu ch censored .-Ed .)

From Oma ruma the Rall y wa s pl ain sa iling and our
mud spa tter ed a ppea ra nces. sa tura ted c lo thes a nd swift ly
dcvel opng rh eumati sm seem ed of no co nce rn as we
saw th e familia r mail bo x a t th e ent rance to th e drive .
Thoughts o f food prevailed for a few seco nds befo re
be ing rude ly interrupted b y a burst of throttl e and
co lo u rfu l languag e her alding the a r riva l o f Willi s Brown
in hi s B.B. <Blac k Bentley). Last year he C<lI1lC tw o
da ys to p la te a nd br o ug h t hi s d og; th is yea r he a rr ived
Oil tim e and we a rc g la d to sa y brought his wif e. Mi d­
ni ght F r ida y saw the a r riva l o f th e Dunedin crew ca rry­
ing acro ss th eir shou lders a very st iff " bo d y" . On ce th e
th aw set in a nd on c los er exa mi na tio n the "bod y" was
readil y re cognised as on e John M cGee who had been
ri d ing o n the m ud guard of the 16 H.P. Sunbeam , hav­
ing been handed the ignomini ou s task o f ba nging the
ligh ts on when th e surr o u nd ing co u ntry side became
plu nged into da rk ness. Satu rday morning saw the entry
ch u rni ng up th e ai rstr ip in an e nd ea vo u r to negotiat e a
few tes ts durin g wh ich the ra in was rel entless. The Pukaki
Inn as is custo ma ry e nte rta ined th e ent ire entry until
~a l urda y eveni ng. a fte r which man y "G.P ." driver s
em erge d and cl imbed into th eir " G.P. " "20 Litres"
a rr iving ba ck a t Ir ishman in "ca rs going better th an ever
old bo y, never got near ma ximum --" . These compa ri­
so ns were foreshorten ed by the appearance o f a n invita­
tion fr om M r Hamilton to view his film s, " Broo klands"
and " T he Bcntl eys a t Le Mans" aft er which he kindl y
- flered q uant iti es of liquid refreshments a nd rc rninis­
:("' ees bcf o re a ll a nd sundry retired to th e wool sh ed to
: o ntin ue di scu ssion s a nd comparisons. By this stage even
th e C a ltho rpc had assumed eno rmo us proportions. Never
before in th e hi story of motorin g have such enginee ring



Canterbury Notes hy J. L OlIg11//lI11

Vin tage Car Club N.Z . (I nc.), Canterbury Branch .

Chairman : J . R. Loughnan, Esq. Hon . Sec . : R. J Cumm ins , Esq., 23 Randolph St ., Ch ristchurch

T he Ca nte rb ury Branch since the last issue has man­
aged to run two organised" even ts and one impromptu
event.

Our first effort was a night trial organised on Saturda y
March 16 which attracted a large entry of 15. It was
thought better to make this event open to Veteran ,
Vintage and moderns, of which latter there was only one .
The assembly point was Carlton Bridg e at 7.30 p.rn,
From there each car driver was issue d with his list of
instructions, and flagged awa y at two -minute intervals.
Alas , many competitors got thoroughly "bushed" with
the figure "e ight" at the back of Sefton , as also did one
of the ro ute checking cars, H owever , every one enjo yed
thems elves. compe tito rs an d o rgan isers. the even t bei ng
won by the indo mitable T urnb ull brot he rs in their
Pa nhard. We hope to run o ur next night tr ial on 18th
Ma y. starting at the Carlton Bridge . and arc looking
forwa rd to a record ent ry.

A ver y pleasant run was had on Sat urd ay. Ap ril 6th
to Ashb urton to part icipate in their Queen Ca rn ival
Celebra tio ns. T here was a strong contingent from Ti rnaru
incl uding Oddie FIN. N ichol son Cad illac. Me hrtens Reo.
Me rce r T , Fo rd. Arnott Overland . Westoby Da rr acq.
and the first a ppear a nce of Nic ho lson 's 'T eutonic
Mu nster" the 1913 Mercedes, T ho ugh the .Iattcr car d id
enve lop the who le proceedin gs in clouds Of white smoke
occas iona lly. the wri ter would n' t be too pro ud to have it
in h is stab le. T he Chris tch urc h cars taking par t we re
WilIiamson FIN , Bowman Ford. Baker Ca lthorpe and
Loughnan FIN.

A la rge amo unt of o rgani sing a nd surveying was don e
by Ro b Shan d an d D unca n Pu rse in prepara tion for the
Ann ua l Iri shma n Creek Rall y held on Ea ster wee kend.
Fa te pla yed a so mewha t iro nica l joke when Shan d's car ,
the onLy mo dern , failed to check in at Iri shm an C reek.
However, a fu ll accoun t of tha t excellen t trip is foun d
elsew here in th is issue .

Once again the South Isla nd appea rs to be a happy
hunting gro un d for persons from elsewhere in New Zea­
land who are desirous of sett ing up mu seums of Veteran
car s. The mai n diffe rence between them and ot her me m­
ber s is that per haps they have never really motored in
a vetera n. Once they have had such an experience they
wo uld no longer let their acq uisitive tend ency run wild .

Jack Wi lkins has acq uired a cert ain 18 h.p. FIN
:I sea ter with tatty body an d weak knees. but the makings
are there.

Les Evere tt has sta rted wo rk on a 1910 Rena ult which
is rep uted tu have belonged to the la le Archbishop J ul ius,

Warner Mauger has a speed 20 Sunbeam whic h he
bought in T imaru,

An earl y 14 / 40 Sunbeam recently belo nging to K.
Steffenson has bee n bought by P. Hen ry. a pr ospec tive
mem ber.

Your scribe has in the sta ble an earl y mo tor cycle .
T he Brown. pr ob a bly built between 1904-1906. in sad but
pract icall y complete condition.

W. A. Clapham
29 SOUTHWARK STREET - CHRISTCHURCH
Between Manchester and Madras St ree ts, Alo ng side

Co ke rs Hotel PHONE 77 -4 71

Canterbury Service for

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries



RUSSELL'S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street

DUNEDIN, C.l

Take pleasure in offering ou r
readers the benefit of a change. and
their worthy steeds a rest cure. by
having at your disposal our fleet
of mode rn large a nd small cars and

mo tor scoo ters.

Phones

BUSINESS 77 -719

A FTER HOU RS 39-762

BROADWAY (On.) MOTORS
LTD.

101 CRAWFORD STREET - DUNEDIN

CI TRO E N

S IN G ER GA ZELLE

OI L

REPAIRS - LUBRICAT ION - PETROL

SPEC! A ll STS

BROADPARK CAR
SERVICE LTD.

Broadway Arcade
DUNEDIN, c.t

PARKING!

PETROL!

OI LS!

For Specialised

LUB RICAT ION , WASHI NG,

POLI SHI NG
GENERA L SERV ICE STAT ION WO RK

At Your Service Anytime

Ring 79-912

.'

AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICAL

ENGINEERS

REPAI RS TO START ERS, GENERATORS,

M AGN ETOS, Etc .

A RMATU RE REW IN DING

REW IR ING TO ALL M AK ES OF CARS

G. L. NORMAN 6' SON

70 St ANDREW STREET

Phone 70-793

Otago Agents ERG BATTERIES



Otago Notes hy R. S. Ferens

Chairman : R. S. Ferens, Esq.

Vintage Car Club N.Z. ( Inc. ) Otago Branch

Hon . Sec .: I. G. S. Sharpe, Esq., 5 Maenee St., Mo..,;n gton, Dunedin .

Bran ch activ iti es ha ve ca rr ied o n as usual fo r th e la st

fe w months, although me ch anical ac ti vities ha ve been a t

a n all t ime high .

It is s ign ifica nt to note that th e sc ra p met al bu sin ess

see ms to be incr ea sin g in th at deal ers a re ex te nd ing th eir

bus iness to count ry distri ct s at a fast ra te . r have h eard

o f two ca ses lat el y where m embers ha ve at th e final ho u r

ext ra cte d vita l parts from a heap du e to be co llec te d .

I1 would no t be feas ib le to a p p roach th ese dealers. so

I th ink that if a nybo dy ' sees anything at all of value.

get d own o n it immediat el y.

Mr M cFedries from R ak aia descended int o o u r mi dst

a nd in th e course o f a few days. se t up a tr adi ng post

with Branches in Al exand ra a nd East T a ieri to thc help

of those co ncerne d . He is in te res ted in motor cy cles a nd

as well as findin g o ne a t M ilt on is desi rou s ' o f a ny

in fo rma t io n of a ny machines here.

A highl y success fu l N oggin and Natter wa s held to­

wa rd s th e end of March in the C lu b rooms. It is es t i­

ma ted th at 90 % of th ose th at coul d a tte nd wer e th ere

which is excelle nt su p por t.

What it was!

SOL UTION TO TH E MAR CH QU IZ PI CTUR E

A 1912 American U nde rs lung Roadst er, wa s th e

a ns wer we wanted a nd first to guess co rrec t ly wa s E . T .

What IS it?

WHAT IS IT'J Here is a C a r Q u iz for rea ders of

" Bea de d Wheel s" . Try yo ur hand a t identifying th e

veh icle in the ph ot o . and post you r guess to the Auck­

land Edito r. The N ames o f th c Knowledgeable. a nd

interest in g det ail s of the ca r will a ppea r in the next issu e.

My spies ha ve re po r ted the foll owing rece nt tr a n­

sac tio ns wh ich I ga the r co m ply with the law . T he Br am ­

well Sun beam has been a cq ui re d by C l ive G rim sda le.

T he Grim sd alc Reg al is now ass em bled in Allan Bram­

well's m a chinery em po r iu m; it is in te nded to perhaps t ry

sa nd b las t ing th e chass is . Darcy R ead has ac q u ire d th e

1902 W ol seley from the Ca tlins di st ri ct and it is nearl y

a ll there. John K enned y a nd hi s Dela ge hav e cr eat ed

hav oc in a ll decent m otori ng circl es in su ch a sho rt space

o f t ime th at his temporary forced reti rement is a welcome

bre a k. T he Tarra s Ga rage now has a 2 cylinde r Briton;

a ny o ne passing please sto p an d have a ya rn w ith D a ve

Mills th e new owner. I won't menti on anything about

th e hybr id Andcrson-Sharpe Bentle y. as it is pr obable

a ea se for damag es would be br ought aga inst the C lub

o r more likel y for defamati on of cha ra cte r. A 1914

4 cyl inde r A.C. is repos ing a t Green Isla nd; a new mem­

ber we hope. The Margett s ' Roll s has re turned to

Dunedin a nd is in th e capable hand s o f C ha r les Ma c­

Murray. In cluded in this littl e column is the news th at

th e C lu b Ca pta in. Arnold Spi ers, has become eng a ged .

so co ngra tu la tio ns . It is hoped to ha ve a night T r ia l in

Jun e and a lso the A.G .M . will be held in earl y Jul y.

Fairburn o f Auckland . wh o had it r igh t to th e yea r !

W . Johan sen a lso identified the ca r as an A m e rica n

U nd erslu ng. but wa s a yea r o u t o n th e dat e . Seve ra l

pe ople th ought it wa s a Regal. to which it d oes bea r a

marked resemblance.

The car wa s a pro d uct o f American Motors, I nd ian­

a po lis, who manu fa ctured m ot or ve h ic les from 1902 up

to 1914 .



SHEEHAN
MOTORS LTD.

Strathallan Street - Timaru

SALES (:, SERVICE

HILLMAN , PLYMOUTH, CHRYSLER
CARS

KARRIER & FARGO TRUCKS

DAVID BROWN TRACTORS

PARTS

ANCIENT & MODERN

ABOUND AT

AUTO PARTS (Timaru)
LTD.

Sophia Street
TIMARU

For RECAPS, RETREADS or REPAIRS

I TIMARU TYRE SERVICES
LTD.

Send Your Tyres to Your Nearest Service
Station or Garage

We Co llect and Deliver from Oama ru
to Geraldine

p.a. Box 366

Phone 1666

Phone 1603

p.a. BOX 249

Don't Give Up the Search ... See Us

80 Years

The New Singer is a p roduct of the skil l
and craft smansh ip gained in the exper i

ence of eighty progressive years . From
the smallest deta il to its outs toridinq
performance the NEW SINGER offe rs
positive proof that in the long run ex­
perience counts.

Agent for Timaru and Surrounding
District

JOHN DOWLING
Insist on Your Recap or Repair Being

Done by

TIMARU TYRE SERVICES LTD.

125 EVANS STREET - TIMARU

ALSO FOR THE FINEST AND MOST
REASONABLY PRICED USED CARS IN

THE DISTRICT



Car Prices of To-Day Th e Ne w Z ealand M otor Journal , 25th Julv, 1925

A RE TH EY AT BEDROCK ?

T he mot ori st o f 1925 has before him the car o f
perfection . a nd in mak ing his choice he has the ben efit
of the discov er ies of the last 20 years. Today the car has
been brought to a stage of perfecti on whi ch ca nno t
und ergo a ny rad ical cha nge. as man 's inven tiveness has
rea ched so far a hea d of itself. as it we re. that improve­
ments in the next 20 years ca nno t be of such outsta nd­
ing acco unt as those of the past 20 yea rs.

Looking over the past and comparing the mod els
of 20 year s ago. one readil y sees the field on which the
invent or was abl e to op erate. Surely he has no w ex­
hau sted that field, a nd what imp rovem ent s a re to come
cannot alte r the appea ra nce of the ca r.

T he outl ines mu st rema in th e same. a nd an y im­
provem ent mu st be co nfined to individual sections of
the ca r. We have the four-wheel bra ke as one of th ese
side -line inventi on s, but whether the ca r is a ny bett er
for thi s improvement interests onl y the man who mu st
have fo ur-wheel b rakes . T o the sma ller man they a re
not con sidered a necessit y, and lot s of impro vements to
come ca nno t alte r the ca r as it sta nds tod a y in the
eyes o f the man who is con siderin g his purchase. T o b uy
now one can get the best the world has to offer at a
price never dr eam ed of a few years ago . Pric e co nsidera ­
tions. of co urse. co me into the qu estion of purchase. hut
fo r th e man who has some money, no matter how little.
the opportunity of selecting a car embracin g a ll the lat­
est at the lowe st pr ice is placed within his reach .

The men who ha ve taken th e step du rin g the last
three years and become owners hav e seen improvements
in th at tim e. M ost of these improvements, th ou gh , ha ve
been on the light er car s. so tha t the ideas have not been
exactly new. It has simply been a matt er of incorporating
compar atively old improvements in different m odels. And
owners who have witnessed these cha nges are not alwa ys
a nxious to change their o ld model fo r the new one. Some
of th em have been heard to remark that the old model
is bett er than the new on e. This is hardl y co rr ect , though
the infa tua tio n o f the old ca r gr ows on so me owners.
and they a re never keen to part with it fo r the latest.

In a field where competition is so keen the manu­
facturer is ever str iving to place the bes t car before
the public. This to a grea t extent is respons ible for the
wonderful deg ree of perfection that has been attained
in the moto rin g world today. With the aeroplane the
same thing has happened , though it is not so manifest
as with the mo tor ca r. simply becau se there a re not the
hundred s of indi vidual own ers of planes.

T od a y the hunt fo r the lat est in cars on the pa rt
of the manufacturer ha s resulted in tempo rary expedient s
which are often mistak en for developments. F ads we
might call them. yet the y have served to cre at e an addi-

tional dem and for certa in type s o f cars which spo rt these
improvem ent s and cater for the man of fad s. But to be
a ble to determine one's ca r on the strength o f a fad is
within the power o f the rich man onl v. The ca r as it is
tod ay is the acme of comfort. a nd it should be the
effort of every manufacturer to mak e every man his own
cha uffeur. Of course, that is preci sely what the manu­
facturers a re striving to do . but instead of developing
fad s and tempora ry expedient s. whi ch keep the ca r at
the sam e price, let us con centrate on production whi ch
will ena ble ever y man to become a n owner. The man
wh o commences with a che ap car will probabl y have
something better next time he buys . On this sca le everv
owner is a mark fo r a bett er ca r as time goes o n. but
the manufacturer mu st make an effort to meet h im half­
way. and if this is done the dearer ca r is graduall y com­
ing within reach o f the man on the low er run g o f the
ladder.

Of course. there has been a tenden cy on the part of
th e manufacturer to run his busin ess on the se lines. T he
chea pe r car s have become ch eap er and the dca rer cars
have fall en proport ion atel y. For the present the prices
a rc at bed rock, and especially in the cheap cars is this
the case. Th e light car s cannot come down much further ;
that is. whil e we imp ort them . For the motorist. whether
he is looking forwa rd to pu rch asing a chea p ca r or a
dear one. now is the time to move , for should there be
an other fall it cann ot be of a ny magnitude.

The men who too k the risk and ha ve paid dearly
for their car s are the o ld own ers. sav, pre-war owners.
but the man who buys now cannot possibl y sta nd to
lose on the same basis as many own ers have done in
th e past.

Extract.

AU CKLAND MOTOR SHOW. 1924

" T he number of locally-built bodies on passenger cars
was only five. all of which were manufactu red in
Ch ristchurch . All the oth er bodies on passen ger car s
wer e imp ort ed standard bod ies. T his mu st be disappoint­
ing from the body builders' viewpoint. and it is evident
th at the building of bodies for pas seng er ca rs is not
making headway in the no rthern cit y. It was noti ceable
that one exh ibitor who is al so a mot or bod y builder
included in his exhibit one Christchur ch-b uilt bod y. but
none of his own . T he few local bod ies that were on
exhibition were of excellent design and finish and called
for favourabl e comment."

- F rom "Th e Radiator :' March 1924



Cast rol 1956 Classified Advert isements

Motoring Literature

MO TORI G LITERAT UR E R EQUIR ED : T he Dat­
ing a nd Library Committee would like to hea r o f an yone
having for disposal or loa n pre 193 1 motorin g boo ks.
pa rt icul arl y hand book s, technical boo ks a nd a rt icles a nd
a nything dea ling with N .Z. mo tor ing h istory. Ea rly
garage a nd agents reco rds or even any "old time r's " re­
mini sce nces would a lso be ver y welcom e a nt] ma ke va lu­
able additions to Club Librar y. If you ha ve a ny of
the a bo ve wo uld you please co ntac t G . H . Hall. 401
Bower Ave., ort h Brigh ton , Chri stchurch .

On ce agai n the Cas tro l o rga nisation has pr oduced an
a ttract ive 48-page book wh ich gives, in a ser ies of lively
a nd interest ing phot ogr aphs, a select ion of one year's
successes on Ca stro l in every branch of mot or sport.

Th e theme of the late st ed it ion is "Worldwide Achieve­
ments on Cast rol ." and th e boo k is divid ed into four
sect ion s covering the Am eric as. thc C ontinent of Europe ,
the Britis h Co mmonwealth and the British Isles. Th e first
section includes pictures of the M.G . and the Au stin­
Healcys which set up new records at U tah last summ er .
a nd of race meeting s in Venezuela and Bra zil. Promi nent
in the Europ ea n section a re the Aston Mart in which won
its class a nd finished second at Le Mans. the record­
break ing Ab arth Fiat at Mon za , and the Mercedes-Benz
of the reigning European Rall y Cha mpion. Waite r
Schock .

Th e Commo nwea lth secti on sho ws winning ca rs in such
widely sepa rat ed countries as Au strah a , Ken ya. a nd
Malaya. Turn ing to the Briti sh Isles. we find Lynd on
Sims' Aston Martin, winn er o f the R.A.C. Rall y. Frank
Sow rcy 's Cooper-I .A.P.. wh ich estab lished new records in
Internat iona l C lass " G " , an d the winning Aston Ma rtin s
a t Oulton Pa rk. Silverstone, Aint ree a nd G oodwood.

T here arc also man y photograph s of famous motor­
cyclists. including the leading Gil era rider , Geoff Duke ,
World Sideca r Cha mpion. Willi Noli (B.M.W.). Euro­
pea n Mot o-C ross Champion, Les A rcher (Norto n),
Brit ish T rials Cha mpion. Johnn y Brittain (Roy al Enfield)
a nd Briti sh Scrambles Cha mp ion, JefT Smi th (B.S.A.).

" AC H IE VE M EN TS 1956" is published by C. C.
Wak efield & Co mpa ny Ltd . a nd the New Zea la nd Bran ch
of th is orga nisa tio n advises th at read ers may ob ta in free
copies o f the book by wri ting to the Head Office of the
Compa ny at 46 Grosvenor Str eet . Lond on W. I.. Eng land.

FO R SAL E : 1927 Arrol-Johnston Saloon 15.9 4 cylinder
4 speeder. Mechan ical order good . Ty res fair. Body
horrible. £50 o.n .o. Tom Ta ylo r, c l c. St Andrew's
Co llege. Christchurch.

FO R SA LE: 19 14 Humb er 10.2 h.p, 5-sea te r Touring
Ca r. m origina l condition tho ugh paintwork is now
sad. Overall winner Dunedin -Bright on 1955. vcry com­
plete equipme nt. well sho d. an d com plete with spare
engine and 2 radiators. A. A. Anderson. 20 Hackthorne
Road. Christchurch.

FOR SALE: 1927 4 ·~ lit re Bentl ey, fitted with speed
model 3 litre eng ine. Droph ead Co upe by Mayth orne
a nd Son in fine or der. Eng ine fully overha uled with
new pistons. Back axle now stripped . Price £200 "as IS"

or £250 with repa ired a xle. A. A. An derson, 20 Ha ck­
th orne Road . Christchurch.

FOR SALE : 6 tyres. 600 x 2 1. o ne goo d tread , rest
retreadab le or suita ble for spa res, offe rs or swap fo r
33 x 5. Fr ont ax le type 57 1919 Cadillac, with or
witho ut 21in whee ls a nd splined hu bs. Also 4 wheels
and 2 hu bs ditt o, a nd Solex updraught ca rb ., suit
A ustin , ere.. 1926. N. MeMil lan , 54 Methu en Road .
Avond ale , Au ckland . Ph one 88-8 14.

WANTED : Two knock -on wheels to fit a 19 10 Danacq .
24in rim tak es 8 15 x 105 tyres, has 48 sp lines in hub.
Rim s wou ld do. but prefer com plete wheels. Urgently
required . J . R. Lindsa y, 3 1 F illeu l Street. Invercargill.

FOR SALE: Minerva , six-seater Tourer . Ma gn ificent
T ouring Ca r. £ 195. Apply A. W. Luxton, 19 Brock­
wo rth Place, Riccarton , Chr istchurc h.

WAN T ED TO BUY : Single Cy linder Ca dillac Mot or ,
Radi ator. Steering Box . Co ntac t J. B. R. Loughnan,
495 Durham Street. Chr istchurch. Phon e 60-211.

IN FORMATI ON : An yone wanting earl y V8 Cadilla c
par ts is as ked to get in to uch with V.c.c. Memb er
S. J . Samp son . 3 Eliza bet h St ree t. C hristchurch.
An yon e wan ting earl y 4 cy linde r Ca d iliac parts please
get in touc h with V.C.C. Member J. L. Wilkins, 42
Weston Road. Christchurch.

FO R SA LE : Unic, abo ut 19 13 C. K. D.. co ndition. bod y­
wo rk only suita ble for pattern s. A very ra re ca r­
Price £ 10. Appl y J. B. R. Lou ghn an . 495 Durham
Street. Chri stchurch. Phon e 60-211.

C LASSIFIED ADV ERTISEM ENTS
RAT ES

C LU B MEM BE RS: Fr ee for first th ree lines (approx.
25 words); the reaft er 1/- per linc (8 words).

NON-M EMB ERS : 5 /- fo r first th ree lines or less; there­
a fter 1/ - per line.

To be accepted a ll adve rtisements mu st be typed a nd
be accompa nied by the necessary remi tta nce and m ust
be in the hands of the Ed itor not lat er than the 15th
day of the mo nth before pu blicati on dat e.

Special display adver tisements of cars for sa le com­
plete with phot os may be inserted a t special a nd ver y
reasona ble rat es. fo r details of which service wri te to
the Ed itor.

BookRacingMotor



When the old ladies head s uth • • •

TH E annual Ve te ra n Ca l' Rlln from London
10 Bl'ighlon, lr rr-vr-rr- n tlv II'J"Il1(.'d ."The Old
Cro ( ' k~': Hat'l':' is ulwuvs 1II'I'('edl'd by a
111111I bel' 0 I III b I' i ('a I i 0 11 1'1](I" j r i e", fro III

dr -i vers of , -inlag(' ( ';11'''' ,

Cas tr o l Hr-udqum-lors rr-r-r-ntlv 1't'('pivl'd nnr- :" 1I ('h
enquivv I'egal'dill g IIIP ('OITI'I'I Iypl' of grease Ior
lilt' big-ends of all lB()() nenz, A «h eck r ev ealed
Ihal. unlikr- thos e of a 1II0dl'I'II r-ur , l hr- big -(·IH],.;
of thi s anr -ienl Bpll z lhrash al'OIl1HI in th e fl'e ",h
air. ru ilwnv engine Iashion. uu d a n' fill ed with
g l'pa",l' r-u ps, Ca,; II'o ll' asl' Hea V~· wa s "'"ggesl ed and
1111' gl'l1IHI old lady a r ri ved ",afe,," al 111(' sou ther n
1''' '''01'1,

The point i"" of ('(11I1''''1'. wlu- n in fo r mat ion wa s
want ed aboul luhru-al iou Ilw S pr-r-ia lis l« we re the
logi('al peopk 10 a sk. 11 j ", cq uall« lo gical that
Cnstrol Molor' Oil. 1111' prudm-I o f "'peeialisl s in
luln -ir-alion. is IIw b p",1 oil fm' VO III' car.



&IS /o~ as Iyreg are Oh the roaa ­

l)HH/Op w(/I holcl tlte lead./
60 years ago wh en the law required a red flag to b e carried in

front of a mo tor car on every road DUNLOP made the fines t tyres .

Today cars and roads have changed but DUNLOP still make the

fines t tyres .
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