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present day iy drawing an increasing nwmber af motorists back 1o the individualite, solid worth, and func-
tional elegonce that was demanded by a more discriminating generavion and it is o these thar we dedicate—
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S ditorial

If any credit can be given o recenl newspaper reports of
public reaction to the fatal accident in the Mille Miglia then it
can Fairly be said that the knell has been rung for the last of
the “town to town™ classics which had theéir origin in the
closing years of last century.

Az a fact, this is of no particular concern to the members of
our Club or others with similar interests, but the manner in
which it has come about can be the subject of some general
comments not altogether un-connected with our present
interests,

From one angle, the man with some knowledge of the
evolution of motoring history could justifiably make the
comment that an aceident such as this was bound to happen
sooner or later, and it is 1o a large extent a miracle that there
was nol an even greater death roll. That a major race of such
a type could survive for so long 1%, in itsell, miraculous not-
withstanding the efforts of the organisers o make it as safe as
possible. In the post war years, the development of newer and
faster machines has gone ahead at such a pace that there must
have occurred, to some at least, the thought that a race of
this tvpe could not continue indefinitely without the probability
of the danger to the public increasing. Even if the lessons of
the 1903 Paris-Madrid and some of its predecessors had been
forgotten, there was no cause for complacency because of
“progress” in automobile design. The basic problems: — the
human element, tvres, the unforseen emergency, and increasing
speeds, remained the same, A comment made about the tragic
1903 race seems so apt when applied to this Mille Miglia—
“Cars—were much faster, bul the method of racing, the un-
guarded roads, the uncontrolled spectators,—remained.”

Whatever be our collective or individual views on the wisdom
of persisting in running such an ecvent, is of little or no
importance, but there are certain conclusions which we can
and must draw from the facts surrounding the demise of this
race,

The first conclusion is that the general public has little or no
real interest in or enthusiasm for motor racing if it appears
that it runs any personal risk notwithstanding the fact that it
in many instances, inviles or courts disaster by its stupid and
un-imaginative behaviour in places of obvious danger. In this
respect it must have comie as a surprise to many that the
Italians of all people could muster such a body of opposition

to a sport that many people have regarded as the country's
national obsession,



There 15, however, a subtle ditference in attitude if any-
one is of the opinion that the public love of a Glada-
torial spectacle has diminished, for it must be remem-
bered thar in those circumstances it was the contestants
only who were in peril. Let there be no mistake about
the matter, the public still love a spectacle whether it be
road racing, a Yeteran car display or any other, but
this must not be confused by the idea that the public is
in any way svmpathetic to the activity itself; it merely
derives pleasure from observing it, The average spectator
has very lintle idea. of the dangers associated with motor
sport of any kind and this fact is made plain by the way
in which the public behaves al any evenl. So far. organ-
isers in this country have been [ortunate in nol experi-
encing an incident in which spectators have been killed
but this should be no cause for complacency—the public
here would be even more damning than eéver anyone
imagines for there are still a multitude of people here
with a “red fag” attitude towards any form of motor
sport. Let us not for one moment imagine that any

mishap af any of our events would be treated with any
more leniency, for the fickle public would change its
attitude of mild amusement o one of outright con-
demnation like a flash and we can just imagine the
popular press screaming with headlines and hvsterical
demands why the public should tolerate a section of the
community driving “old Crocks” which were dangerous,
un-sound and out of date.

There can be little doubt about the power of the
popular press as a means of inciting public opinion.
Whether it has any policy or not we do not know, but its
everlasting emphasis on the sensational f[atal aspect of
motor sport 15 deplorable enough, but when it descends
to the level of publishing photographs of dead and dying
then it leaves itself open to be branded as nothing short
of ghoulish and earns the outright condemnation of every
person who has any interest in molor sport.

On this gloomy note let us therefore conclude; the last
of the races in the grand manner has been run, the public
are fickle and the popular press a latent inquisitor,

Wanganui Notes

hy P. R. Williamson

Yintage Car Club of M.Z. (Inc.) (Wanganui Branch)

Chairman: P, K. Williamson, Esq.

More bad luck came to Ken Wright's Clement Talbot
which broke an axle in Carterton in March, had radiator
trouble in the time trial and broke a stub axle in a
backing test.

Secretary, Reg Lee, has sold his 1918 Studebaker to
Ron Roveroft and replaced @t with a 1914 air-cooled
Humberette, We hope to see Ron tow the Stude away
with his Ferrari!

lan Tonks has started restoring the rare Orel and is
fortunate to have two good early photographs to work
from,

Ken Wright has a rather rare 1924 12/50 Alvis and
the stark remains of a ‘Bébé Peugeot which will pro-
bably be a long term job.

It was pleasing to see ladies at the wheel during the
Easter Rally, Mrs Wright and Mrs Southward handled
their wehicles well. Special mention is due to Mrs South-
wird who drove all the way to Marton from Wellingion,
leaving at 5 a.m.

Once again we have been asked 1o appear at the Ingle-
wood “Greatest Show on Earih™, to be held in Seplem-
ber. This will be our third visit, which shows that good
cars are acceptable again and again.

The bovs who went to Carterton for the Jubilee Pro-
cession in March, enjoved themselves and thank Rex
Porter for his organisation at that end.

Dickie Lyvth’s Brass Radiator T Ford is now being
dismantled so that an A-1 restoration can be made.

Secretary: R. Lee, 34 Mo. 3 Line, Wanganui East.

We are pleased to note the increased enthusiasm on
restoration jobs since Easter and look forward to having
many more cars on the road before long.

One car coming along nicely is Bob McCabe's Clyno.,

Give the word when you want the rubbing down gang,
Bob!

We Wreck
Early Model Cars

Stocks of Tyres and useful
parts all at moderate prices

W. JONES

Saleyard Road - Otahuhu




Road Test No. 10

1900 Single Cylinder De Dion Bouton
hy P. R, Williamson

{Or ax ouwr Wanganui “tester” prefers “Rood Impression.” The Editarial Commitiee believes
that any car can be tested, be ir 1900 single ovlinder or 1910 90 h.p. What do you think? Ed.}

On the Monday morning after the Easter Rally 1 had
the pleasurable task of inspecting and driving a really
early weteran, the De-Dion Bouton, owned by Mr Rex
Porter of Carterton,

The following notes on the history of the car, as
known, are taken from a log kept by Rex.

It is not known how the car came to MNew Zealand,
but in 1910 Mr H. H. Wolters purchased the car, very
second-hand, from a Dr Mirams of Lower Hutt, and
used it as his personal car in Carterton for about four
years, Alas, he appears 1o have been rather “accident-
prone” and after a series of disasters, each involving the
car in some structural derangement minor or otherwise,
he finally in desperation, gave wup the unequal
struggle and put his long-suffering chariot into cold
storage.

It was not until 1937 (Mr Wolters having died in 1917)
that the car again saw the light of day. The elderly
Miss O, W, Wolters, his daughter, approached Rex with
a view lo getting the car running for a Carterton jubilee
procession just two weeks away, in memory of Father
who had been the first Town Clerk ffly vears hefore.
The car was made to run after tinkering with the trans-
mission, cooling svstem and brakes, and performed
creditably. This day’s success gained Mr Porter access o
the cir on the tacit understanding that no one else must
encroach.

The car, at this time. was all over shabby black, no
hrass showing. tattered faded upholstery, wheels at odd

angles, a thoroughly perished hood held aloft on rusted
and bent hood bows strengthened by string and wire,
and a non-original windscreen.

The car, between 1937 and 1954 ran in processions
at Lower Hutt, Masterton and Palmerstion North, and a
run in 1950 from Lower Hult to Upper Hutt, a distance
of 12 miles. During this time the car was kept in various
sheds, the hood left in one and subsequently burnt, plus
the usual small boy damage.

In 1954 Miss Wolters died, and full title was gained to
the De-Dion by Mr Porter who set about the full
restoration which he completed in 19535, doing everything
himself, in fact only the tyres and piston rings were
heyond his resources,

Mow the car,

The car was made by De Dion, Bouton ¢ Cie, France,
imported by Cudell & Co., Aachen, Germany, Mr Porter
wrote to the Chamber of Commerce. Aachen who traced
that there was a firm named Cudell & Co. who dealt in
molor vehicles at the turn of the century., The car is
known as a Cudell De Dion,

The car number is 257, single cylinder, voulurette
model. The original engine (Mo, 1732) was altered, having
4 84 x 80 m.m. bore and stroke which does not coincide
with the makers specifications. A welded con rod, very
heavy piston, much welded cylinder of too large a size
for the crankcase, bolt holes filed out, ele, gave plenty
of evidence how this phenomenon came aboul. The
engine now in the car is No. 3435 of 84 mom, x 90 m.m.

DL R e s
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radiator. 2-Gallon Brass Drum-shaped Fuel-tank (not Wheels (wire 26 x 3). Foot-brake Pedals (2). Reverse
shown) is mounted above change-speed box. Control Lever, Throttle and Spark Controls,



bore and stroke, single cylinder, 44 h.p.. located under
the zeat, near side of chassis,

Gear box Mo, 1085 on the offside, expanding cluiches.
Differential ™No. 1230, spur gear, Reverse mechanism
Mo, 604 (low number accounted for by the Ffact that
reverse gear had just bzen introduced by [e Diion),

An original "Veil” carburettor has never been found,
many and various have been fried, bul none were very
suitable until an early brass Solex, which looks the part,
was fitted. A hot spot jacket has been added 1o the
manifold to stop icing up, as it was found to do after
idling for more than five minutes, The car is now back
to dry cell, coil ignition, having had a h.t. MEA magneto
fitted in about 1910 which, incidentally, is still in first
class condition. The automatic inlet valve spring was
rusted away and Rex tells us thal a surprisingly strong
spring 15 needed to shut the valve quickly.

The engine drives through short couplings to a trans-
verse change speed box which has two pairs of con-
stantlv meshed gear trains giving two ratios controlled
by two ingenious clutches, in their furn being controlled
by a single lever on the column. An extension of the
shaft operates the water pump. The gearbox drive comes
back towards the motor to a planetary train which pro-
vides reverse gear operated by a small lever under the
driver’s right knee, then a pinion on the planelary cuse
meshes a 10in dizm. bronze gear mounted on the diff.
carrier, carried by adjustable ball races to the famous
De Dion rear axle. Rex found that at sometime six
teeth and two teeth had been stripped in the diff. and
that someone had pegged in steel ones which are most
beautifully hand filed to shape. (In marked contrast to
the butchery performed on the engine), These steel teeth
meshing with the bronze, give a just audible ring when
motoring, Rex intends to gel a new one cul 1o permit a
drive all the way from Carterton to Wanganui for the
next Easter Rally! The rear wheels are fully floating.
It was found that felt seals were inefficient, so by
removing the metal case neoprene ones were fitted and
serve well, The crunkcase is under vacuuvm and has a
ball check valve and modern narrow rings were fitted by
widening the grooves and filling two rings per groove.

The tubular frame is carried by 1 elliptic springs.
Steering column s vertical with crank handle steering
operating the rack and pinicn which can be very finely
adjusted by an eccentric bush. The rack works through
10 links (10 chances of wear!) to a divided tie rod 1o
the 700 x 80 B.E. wire road wheels.

The original oil system container held a § pint of oil
which lasted for 10 miles, so a tank with hand pump is
now fitted to the steering column with a capacity of one
pint which saves replenishing so often. Also on the
column is a bulb horn and three small levers. change
speed. throttle, spark. There are two foolbrakes, the
left pedal, the main one, is a contracting band on the
side of the diff. the other, under the right heel, operates
a contracting band on a small drum on the gear box: this
i3 especially for reverse motion as the main brake has
hardly any effect when reversing. A spoon Lype hand
brake, fitted by Rex to comply with traffie regulations,

holds adequately,

A four gallen tank, round, brass, and front mounted,
holds sufficient water to cope with the cooling and even
processions have failed to boil her. The water is drawn
off by a #in copper lube along the offside of the chassis
to the cvlinder jacket, emerging from the top where thers
is a stop cock at the highest point of the cooling system
to relieve a possible air lock after refilling. themce along
near-side chassis member to a single bent tube gill
radiator mounted on springs and back to the tank.
There is no thread in the water tank filler, likewise that
of the rear mounted brass Iwo-gallon petrol tank . . .
the original corks are still employed.

When first acquired, the De Dion was black us men-
tioned, On scraping, roval blue with gold lines came to
light, then underneath the blue the original dark green
with lighter green lining appeared and the two mag-
nificent brass panels front and rear. The car as it is now
painted is an exact reproduction. The painting and lining
and the new hood all being the “Porter™ touch,

Mow the time has come to drive *Buster”, as the car
was named by Mr Wolters, First to start—turn petrol on,
make sure oil is present in the pipe, tickle the carburet-
tor, lower seat, walk to driver's side, pull out small brass
choke knob by the starting handle. two pull ups, surprise
at the compression. push in choke, swing handle round
and round clock-wise quickly, let go and a faint hissing
tells vou that the engine is running, in fact it is difficult
1o lell whether “Buster™ is going or nol with a noisy
car alongside,

In to the driver's seal, pull change speed lever lowards
you lo engage low gear, throllle up, and as you move
off advance the spark; more throttle and vou are moving
along nicely, throttle back a little, push change speed
lever till it poinis to the front and top is yours, The left
hand juggles the three levers while the right hand con-
trols the erank stesring, but as there are no pedals to
warry about, except when braking, the average person
with two hands and two feel is able to control the car
with ease,

Moving along at 15 m.ph. with the cape hood up,
there is absolutely no wind passing you, as the hood
carries the air with you; alse you can pul the hood
down without leaving the seat.

Road visibility is excellent of course, as you can see
ahead, behind, to the sides, the wheels (handy for the
spol test, Rex, when the brakes have water in them!)

The right hand falls naturally to the steering crank,
and the steering, even through the ten links is delight-
fully, delicately direct, that, 1 think is the best way to
describe the feel of “Buoster.,” Along with the hum of the
wheels, the “slook-cha®™ of the automaltic inlet valve, the
honk of the bulb horn, the exhaust whistle “tweetling™
{illegal of course, but very nice) the De Dion i every
way is a delightful, ingenious old motor car.

“Buster” I'm sure would be lost without Rex who is
indeed part of the car and who handles most delicately
this product of the Marquis De Dion, the financier, and
Monsieur Bouton, the engineer,



1906 CADILLAC MODEL "'M"

Powered by @ 9.7 hp
single cylinder engine.
Weight, 1578 Ibs
16 inch wheai-
base, Top speed
30 miles per
hagwuir Price 950
dollars, 1025 dol-
ars with Cope
Cart top. Loamps
nat included in
@ither . pricg

1903 “CURVED DASH™ OLDSMOBILE

The famous "‘curved dash” Oldsmobile was the first mass-
produced car. The Olds Motar Works produced 425 of these in
1901, Production zoomed to 3,299 In 1902, 4000 in 1903
and S000 In 1904, It was dascribed in those doys os the
“perfected Automobile”,

The cor was powered by an B h.p. single eylinder engine,
statad in the 1903 Oldsmobile Catalogue to be “of simplest
construction and unusuwal strength; enyboedy con understond
it", Engine hod two gears ——reverseé and low. Power wos
transmitted through roller chain to rear axle from the mator,
Body mounted obout two feet from the ground, Fuhg indepen-
dent af running gear. Axle width 4 ft. 7 in., wheels 28 inches
in diameter, fitted with heovy 2% iInch pneumatic tyres, Top
speed 20 miles per hour. Price 650 dollars, leaother top extro
at 50 dollars, seat at reor to corry two mare possengers 25
dollars extra,

GENERAL MOTORS

General Motors New Zealand Limited,
Bouverie Street, Petone, and at Upper Hutt

1908 BUICK "10" SINGLE-RUMBLE

This model, with ity “"mother-in-low"
seat, wos one of the most popular af
the early Buicks. Four cylindar valva-
in-head engine developing 18 hp
Planctary fransmission  with cong
elutch, shoft drive Currént supplhoeud
by Remy mogneto, reserve sét of cells
for  startirg Wheel base 92 inchis,
tyres 30 x 34 Price 1000 dollars—in
cluding ol ldmps, taill lamp, gendralar,
gos headlights, horn and ropair outfit

1914 CHEVROLET "ROYAL MAIL"

The Chavrolet “Roval Mail™ and “Baby
Grand” were the first Chovrolol cars
with wvalve-in-head engmnes, and tho
firit to corry the Chevrolet! trademark
The Chevrolet “"Raoyal Mail” hod a two
posdenger body, with curving cowl and
flat deck ar rear. Powered by @ four
cylinder engine, rated at 217 hp
Wheelbase of 104 inches, yres 32 x
a3 Weighed 2250 s, Sold for 750
dollars, with bumper as o accessary.

GEMERAL™
MOTORS |

g

Chevrolet, Yoaxhall, Holden, Pontioc, Oldsmobile,
Bulek Cadillac Cars. Bedford ond Chevrolet r

Trucks., Frigidaire Household Applionces. G.M. :;
Diesal. ﬁ'ﬂ
g T

A




The Older the Cheaper

We are a nation on wheels, and wheels are still wheels
whether they are old or new. It is what rolls above them
that changes most,—shape, colour, height, depth, length,
breadth; they change every vear with names which go
back to the clipper sailing ships or forward to the jet
age. And vet they all possess a seal for everybody (but
not much for knees and legs and feet sometimes), win-
dows to look through, 4 roof to avoid the rain and deny
the sun, carpets o hold the dust thev gather in, and the
works which make them do evervthing but go sideways.
When they emerge from the final colour bath they are
breath-taking in the “new shade™ which Mature gave lo
the caveman frée, dazzling in their bold strokes of tissue
plating, satisfving in their ascendancy over the many
Joneses' last year’s models, and devastating to the bank
account. They must seem worth the money when they are
new, for fifty thousand motorists cannot be wrong vear
after year. But how they lose their charms as the months
and the wheels roll on! A wvear of spring, summer,
autumn and winter, and the vernal breezes again bring
joy to the earth. But there is no spring fever in last
vear's model. Tt is outmoded, outshaded, outpaced, and
outclassed, and the Joneses have a Space-Flyer-Rocket-
boosted-Barge Ghider, "1 must go down to the bank
again and pledge whatever is left.””

The wheels never tire, and the nation rolls along
relentlessly on unburstable tyres, while the credit squeeze
goes on and hire-purchase companics are hard put to it
1o get big enough overdrafts to finance the cars which
draw the good coin out of their customers in the names
of Progress and Interest,

How much do these modern space-flvers and space-
fillers cost to run? Mot muoch really, because the running
costs are light enough. Each thousand miles will consume
fifty gallons of petrol and a gallon of oil under good
conditions. A =zet of tvres will last twenty-five thousand
miles, and for the next twenty-five thousand miles vou
can reckon on another set of tyres and £100 for an
engine overhaul, a new battery and some attention 1o
brakes, steering gear, shackles and the electrical system.
A total of £670/19/2 for 50000 miles—il you run the
car that long., But some one has (o pay it, and most
ciars last that long. It works out at a little under 34d. per
mile which 15 cheap enough in anybody's money.

Unforiunately that is not the whole story., Insurance
costs £18 each year for a comprehensive cover of £1000,
the annual license involves another £5/2/- and the rate
per mile advances slightly by a little more than $d. Then
we come to Deprecintion, that intangible something
which the Commissioner of Taxes admits robs a motor
vehicle of 207, of its value each vear, a billiard 1able
and fire-alarm systems of 78%. railway lines of 5% and
theatre carpets of 109, IT you wanl a definition of it do
nol go lo the Concise Oxford Diclionary because it
mentions fair wear and tear, and if vou can define fair
wear and tear as applied to a molor vehicle you should
not be reading this article. It is safer to say that it
gosis you money and leave it at that, Just how much

by €. W. Harper

money depends on the case. A friend of mine paid over
£900 for a Morris Oxford in 1953 and when he decided
to change his car in 1956 the Oxford realised little more
than £600. It had run only 15,000 miles in those three
years. Depreciation cost him £100 each vear or 4.4/3
pence each mile. The loss would nol be so great with a
Vauxhall or a Morris. Minor where the demand for
second-hand models is bettér, and some reports would
make it seem that we are not vet oul of the phoney days
when a car which had run 10,000 miles would sell for a
higher price than the new model. Apparently Depreci-
ation and Inflation are incompatible tvpes, and Depreci-
ation is making enly guerilla attacks on our equities
while Inflation conducts the major spoliation of our cash
resources. Bul Depreciation is a force to be reckoned
with, and the Tax Commissioner’s allowance of 20%,
is near enough o actual practice when the market is
reasonably stable. The truck markel is dead at present
and any for sale must be priced at under the depreciated
value, s

For very good reasons the depreciation allowance on
motor vehicles for taxation purposes is on the diminish-
ing value so that the greatest amount is writlen off in the
first year. Il works this way: —

Original cost ... : £1000
First vear-—20% of £1000 . 200
800

Sccond vear—20% ol L8300 160
L

Third year—20%. of £640 128
52

A reasonably tidy car would feich more on todav's
market, but if our Car Sales Yards are anv indication
it will not be long before we will be following the trend
in U.5.A. and seecing these illuminated Exchanges turned
into very sombre prave-yvards, When the demand disap-
pears altogether the rate of Depreciation 15 100 percent.

How docs it work with one of our vintage models?
First of all our ‘'models are a cul above the run-of-the-
mill mass-produced job of today. Thev had 10 be good to
stand up to the roads and the drivers of their time, and
they were made during a period of tremendous develop-
ment in engincering craftsmanship. Consequently the
factories in the top brackel turned out a motor car with
full regard to durability, design, finish, and comfort, The
markel for expensive hand-made cars was good and com-
petition in quality was keen. I am told that my 20760
Vauxhall was priced at £785 when light American cars
were selling for £230. That gives an idea of the work-
manship put into that tvpe of car, They were built to
give good service for a long time. and they have. But
because they arc old, and show ntore of their tvres than
the modern trend, and have their headlights on brackets
instead of in the wings they appeal 1o only a Iimited feld
af buyers, and they can be bought cheap, My Vauxhall
cost me £430 in 1951 when a more recent model of com-
parable size and performance—say a 1939 Dodac or



THE

WILTON MOTOR BODY CO. LTD

has

Real NEWS for the VETERAN and VINTAGE CAR OWNERS

Did you know that we have a machine (the ognly one in Mew Zealand) that can moke
Mew Mudguards ond Body Ponels For your old car?

Did you know that aur Cor Trimmer [Mr Bert Rowe) served his time in the Walseley Factary
from 1914-1920; ond con do DIAMOND FLUTING Upholstery. Ask Chet Parker to show
you a sample af this wark

We know that Veteran ond Vintage Car Owners like to do mast of the restering of 1hei
car thamselves, but den't forget we can give a Complete Motor Repair Service, including

UPHOLSTERY

FAMEL EEATING EQODY BUILDING
PAINTING WELDING

THER QUR SUBSIDIARY

R. GOLDINGHAM & CO. LTD

g : ;
NEW ZEALAMND'S
APPLICATORS
LARGEST

Can clean up your Cor's Eng.ne ond LUindergeor by Madern Steam Cleaning Methods, 1l can
then be Worked on, Painted ar Rubberised, Wherever You Wish
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Chrysler would have cost E100D to £1200. It showed
64.861 on the speedometer and over the 51 vears it has
run 35,160 miles at a cost of £1298/)1/3 made up in the
following way:—

Petrol, oil and greasing - E425 16 6

Maintenance (including one
repaint) Iyres, insurance 597 12 11
Depreciation at 205 274 11 10
£1298 1 3

Where 15 the comparison or the contrast with a more

Rotorua Rally, 1957.

The Rotorua Rally which appeared for the first time
on the calendar of the Veteran and Vintage Car Club
last season, established itself from the word go. as the
big event of the wvear.

To maintain this tradition, the organisers this year
included a mystery section in the route, together with
several secret check points, and a sumplucus Rally
Dinner at Rotorua, while an interesting innovation was
the despatch of mayoral greetings from Auckland and
Hamilton by relizble vintage post-bag.

As a result, the evenl atiricted thirty-threée entries,
which is n big improvement over last yvear, and what is
more, all of them started! The event was arranged. as
on previous occasions, in classes, A to F, to correspond
with the different age groups, the most noticeable
feature being the big step up in the number of vintage
Class F cars which took part. Among these were several
newcomers, the oulstanding example being W, Jelacca's
beautifully restored Ford T, which o date is the finest
restoration job vet seen in the Morth, E Class vehicles
not seen before included E. Bricknell's pretty little 1923
Rhode, and Dick Messenger's well turned outl D type
Vauxhall practically in original shape, and enjoving its
first outing for many years, Class B was no longer the
happy hunting ground of the Gilltrap Cadillac, for it was
joined by the hastily prepared 1908 Darracg. the latest
vehicle to emanate from the Museum. znd lo and
behold! (the Turnbull brothers please note) the Sizaire
Maudin which D, Cameron had hurriedly prepared for
the occasion,

Saturday, the 23rd March, duwned dismally, bul when
at 6,02 am. ). Brown engaged the cluich of the 1915
Chandler in the Auckland Railway Concourse and moved
off into the bleakness of the morning the 1957 Rotorua
Rally had begun. Thereafler the Auckland eniries de-
parted at regular intervals until the last car. J. Wilkin-
won's Buick left at 3.40.

The Rally was honoured this vear by the presence of
His Worship the Mayvor, who attended the starting point
for a short time at 8 o'clock and gave the Vice-Presiden
in his Sunbeam. a missive for the Mayor of Rotorua,

Similarly the Mayor of Hamilton displayved commend-
able enthusiasm for “The Cause™. by attending the
Hamilton check point in person to walch the progress
of many of the Rally competitors through his city,

modern job? Just this—petrol, oil and greasing have cost
no more: the maintenance costs are probably higher by
£50-£100: depreciation in a car (new or second-hand)
costing £1000 in 1951 would be at least £300. If that is
not enough, | am wondering when the motor will lose its
sting so that | can fit the sel of new pistons bought with
part of the ES97/12/11. It has bhad new wvalves in. A
rebore and ground crankshaft will make it right for
another 100,000 miles,

But 1 would like a quiet gearbox for il.

by Peter Maxwell

On the road. the Huntly contingenlt were observed
making for Papakura where they were to starl, the
Sunbeam, Ford, and Buick looking a very well prepared
trio—a credil to their owners. D. Donaldson, clad in
immaculate white overalls, was noticed investigating a
lack of oil pressure in his F.N.. while further on the
1910 Hupmaobile, most  impressive of the Gillirap
Museum exhibits, was warming up for the take off at
the Rangiriri Service Station.

At 7.54 a.m. the remarkable Sizaire Noudin set forth
from Hamilton, to be followed by the Darracq and the
Cadillac, drenching rain doing nothing to guell the
enthusiasm of the occupants. Alas, the Sizaire was soon
observed at the roadside making the first of several halts,
though in between times, it went very fast indeed. The
yellow Darracq headed straight for Rotorua al a steady
30 m.p.h. with a rapidly disintegrating cluich leather, and
finally arrived there through the good offices of a traffic-
inspxctor with a tow rope, it being the only car unable
to complete the Rally under its own power.

Shortly after | oclock, the cars began to arrive at the
Rotorua Showgrounds, where they were welcomed by an
official of the indispensable Rotorua Car Club, before
procesding for a tool check where a lack of the essential
tools incurred penalty points,

By 245 p.m. most of the competitors had materialised,
though few were on time, and minor troubles were much
more prevalent than last vear. After a brief spell and
refreshments, the Gymkhana began. This vear it was
arranged so that two tests were run simultaneously,

First came the Garaging Test—nightimare of large
cars—and some spirited performances were seen, nolably
P. Jones who shot in and out with wheels spinning
furiously. It was a Ford benefit too, but not for Phil!
W, Hickey's Model A just had the edge on him.

The popular “Quick-Siart” followed. and as usval,
this is something at which veleran engines prove supreme,
1. Brown in the 1915 Chandler winning by a handsome
margin.

CGeorge Gillirap had re-vamped the Sec-Saw for this
year with a big pointer on a dial, so that everyone bui
the driver could see when the poimt of balance was
renched, and very interesting it proved. though a few
of the bigger cars had trouble getting aboard. Best judge-
ment of the horizontal position was displayed by John
Irvine, who was almost spot on in his Alvis.



The Slow-Fast came next and proved wvery popular,
for if vour car is loo fast for the slow section, then you
still have the chance to clean up the fast section! To
impress the judges (but not their stop walches), L
Stewart walked beside his: Fiat during the slow section,
and just when R, Moses was showing evervone why the
Daimler is the car for State Processions. it stalled! A
number of cars oiled their plugs during the slow section
and were very hesitant about getting under wayv when the
time came (o go fast, but G, G, W, Gray in the 4} litre
Bentley showed wus how it should be done, and thereby
repeated’ last  vear™s success, leaving it to the 1915
Chandler 1o win the slow section,

The last test was a very long and complicated Wigele-
Woggle in which cars had to reverse all the way back
to the start. This provision immediately put paid to all
the Ford T's whose reverse was something akin to the
snail’s crawl. It was however, a creditable performance
for John Irvine in his high 14/75 Alvis saloon lo win
by an easy margin. He and Jim Brown in the Chandler,
who came second in this event, all but dominated the
scene that atternoon.

A Grand Parade of all cars into the Rotorua township
now took place, and the well restored 1898 Benz, which
had driven in from Ngongataha during the afllernoon
joined the procession. Al the post-office. the cars dis-
persed and went their various ways.

That might a truly excellent Rally Dinner was held at
the RitZ Supper Hoom, where we were able to invite the
Depury-Mavor, representing His Worship, and all those
good folk in Rotorua who had assisted in running the
event. We were glad to number the 898 Benz among
the guests, and following the dining. wining and speech
making, George Gilltrap provided a very enterfaining
film evening.

The next morning. the Concours [XElegance was held
in a delightful setting in the Government Grounds, There
wis-a large crowd intent on viewing the cars al close
quarters, and ample evidence was visible that many
competitors had risen early to ply the polishing rags to
good effect; Mot a trace of road dirt could be seen on
the Jelacca Ford T.

The “three-check™ system was emploved f[or judging,
similar to last vear, The judges worked hard for an hour
and a half in their bavs awarding points for the general
condition of the cars and the state of the electirical
equipnient, subtracting points for faults in, or neglect of
a car's mechanical condition.

Keenly imerested spectutors gathered round the bawvs
following the work of the judges closely, and comment-
ing on and discussing their own reminiscences. At the
conclusion of the Concours, George Gillirap announced
that the Museum was open for the rest of the day, and
Mrs Gilltrap very kindly invited ug all to morning tea.
cluded n bent and broken drive shaft, was repaired by
the hard-working staff of the Rangiriri Service Siation,
who worked for five hours to send the car on its way
again, and all for the nominal charge of EIl Thiz ix
surely SERVICE in the hest vintage tradition,

This brought (o an appropriate close an excellent
weekend of wveteran and vintage activities. Before long,

pur cars were homeward bound, but there can be no
doubt that their radiators will all turn towards Roloroa
again next vear for the Rallv, and let’s hope there'll he
niany more to join them too!

RALLY RESULTS

Girand Rally Winners:

Isi place—G. A. Littlejohn, 1929 Austin 16/6.

2nd place—W. Jelacca, 1926 Ford T.

Ard place—Moses & Lawrence, 1919 Daimler.
Class Winners

Class B—G. Gilltrap, 1908 Cadillac.

Class C—B. Calkin, 1910 Hupmohbile,

Class D—D. Donaldson, 1913 F.N,

Class E—Moses & Lawrence, 1919 Daimler,

Class F—G, A. Littlejohn, 1929 Austin,

GYMKHANA RESULTS

Winners of Events:

Garaging Test—W. Hickey. 1929 Ford A,

Quick Start—J1. Brown, 1915 Chandler,

Slow-Fast-

Slow section: 1. Brown, 1915 Chandler.
Fast section: G, G, W. Grey, 1930 Bentley,
See-Saw—J. Irvine, 1927 Alviz.
Wiggle-Woggle—]. Irvine, 1927 Alvis.

CONCOURS RESLILTS
Clasy Winners:

Class A—F. Muggeridge, 1902 Albion
Class B—G., Gilltrap, 1908 Cadillac.
Class C—B. Calkin, 1910 Hupmobile.
Class D—D. Donaldson, 1913 F.N,
Class E—N. 1. Steele, 1924 Buick.
Class F—W. Jelacca, 1926 Ford T.

RALLY AFTERTHOLGHTS

So heautifully prepared was the Jelacea Ford T, that
even the brass level taps on the flvwheel housing were
highly polished for the Concours,

The judge of the Mechanical Section of the Concours,
considered that in some cases the standard of cleanliness
under the bonnet left something 1o be desired.

Could George Gillirap please acquire a veteran petrol

tanker for his collection? Such a wehicle was surely
required at the Gymkhana this vear, for at least half a
doren people, including George himself. ran their tanks
dry and were hunting for more.
" The mystery section was generally considered to be a
very. worthwhile innovation, and certainly relieved the
monatony of the run for the occupants of the faster
vinlage cars.

The winners of the Rally in their businesslike looking
Sankev-wheeled Austin 16/6 tourer, were armed appar-
ently with all modern navigational aids, and completed
the event with the loss of only 10 points.

Minor breskdowns included Norm Adams, who suf-
fered a seized valve rocker on the Sunbeam, and Chet
Parker, whose Durant was afflicted with carburettor
trauble.

Major breakdowns involved J. Wilkinson's Buick
tourer. on which the torque tubé came adrift from the
axle casing outside Rangiriri. The damage which in-



A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing

This ix the sieey of fiow Dick Messenger detuned one of the 1922 3 litre T.T. Sunbeams for
iixe s o road car, fn 1909, when the world wox still sfowly realizing that the war was over
and motor sport could be reswmed, the Ballor Co. in Paris produced o magnificent & cylinder
racing car, designed by M. Henry of priswar Peageot fame. So impressive were these iachines
that Lowis Coatalen, the “patron”™ of the Sunbeam Maotor Co., decided to repeat fiistory by
copving o swccessful machine as he had done in 1914 this fime e went one betier and
purchased the services of M. Henry fimself!

The result was the team of two Sunbeams and ome Talbor thar ron in the G.P. of 1924
and did not acquir themselves particularly well therein. As Dick tells ws in this storv they were
further developed and entered as a ream of three Sunbeams for the revived Tourist Trophy Race
on the mountain circwit of the [sle of Man, Jean Chassagne won the event in his Sunbeam,
ene car did nor starl and Segrave retived during the race.

The winning car was later brought 1o New Zealand by Mathew Wills whe, afrer very little
siwccess sold her 1o George Henning, which is the point at which Dick's stery cammences.

by Dick Messeuger.

To some this could be the story of a erime. Those
purists whose innards will revolt at reading what 1 did
should read no further, but in case they do, 1 offer my
humble apologics. The crime was committed some 25
years ago and in my comparative vouth 1 saw no wrong
in converting a racing car of near pure bleod into a
rowd hack, | say “near pure blood"” for there was a bar
sinister for one M. Ballot has laid a claim that the 1922
T.T. Sunbeam was a “natural” descendant of his family.
Be that as it may, she made a most glorious road car
with an inspiring performance and the nicest manners.

How it all came about was this. Some time after |
returned to Mew Zealand in 1928, I met George Henning
who told me about the straight 8 Sunbeéam racing car
that he had with some involuntary vent holes in the
crank case and cylinder block, I was sufficiently inter-
ested to cable the Sunbeam Co. which was then still
functioning, as to whether they had any replacemenis

s

und found that they would cannibalise the wanted parts
from the spare engine they still possessed. So George,
the Sunbeam Co. and 1 did business, with the result that
I became possessed of a 1922 T.T. Sunbeam with many
add boxes and tins of nuts and bolts and bits. At this
stage it was lving on its side in his garage {(apparently
this was un easy way to work on the under side), so we
tied the under tray on with wire, turned it back on its
wheels, collected still more bits and pieces and towed
the prize home.

Years were to pass before the car was lo mave again
under its own power;, the complete re-building of the
engine using the spare block, crankecase and the four
rods from the factory, was to be a strictly spare fime
job, 50 bevond dismantling the remainder of the engine
and handing it over to the engincer’s shop for fitting
and cutting new valve seats and the fitting of the: crank-
shaft into the replacement crank case. little work was
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done on the Sunbeam for a long while, | ecould not
devote much time to the Sunbeam just then since I was
too busy preparing and racing my other car, a work
from which [ was released by siaging a class A prang,

the best part af which | didn't see through a particularly

bad view poinl! Mow wilth loads of spare time on my
hands, 1 started to work seriously to convert the Sun-
beam into the sports car | had in mind when she was
purchased. for 1 had never intended 1o race her.

It was about this time that I discovered that I had
been instrumental in saving the car from a fate worse
than death (V.8 engines or worse), for when 1 wrote to
the Sunbeam Co. offering to buy the remaining parts of
their engine, T found that the old firm had gone, the
blue prints and records had all been destroyed, and the
remaining engine parts had been scrapped. In fact the
man who replied had no knowledge of it ever having
existed,

There seems 1o be a general misconception that the
1922 T.T. cars were identical with the 1921 G.P. This is
noi s0, and Sunbeams in their early correspondence with
me, were most emphatic in referring (o this car as a
1922 1.OM., and when | once referred to it as 1921, they
went o the trouble of explaining that there were wide
differences such as ignition by 2 four cylinder magnetos
instead of the 8 eylinder Delco coil system: (wo vertical
Claudel Hobson carburettors instead of four horizontal
Solex; different cam shafts for both inlet and exhausts,
major change in the lubrication svstem; modified gears
and box; different brakes and wheels and a host of other
points which | do not now remember, and Sunbeams
sand it would confuse them if the cars were not clearly
defined. That the 1922 1.OM. cars were based on the
1921 G.P. ¢ars there can be no doubt, just as there is no
doubt that the 1921 machines were based on the [919
Ballots, Louis Coatalen being up to his pre-war trick
of copving a successful car, However, apart from using
the same casings (if one can call a gearbox housing and
a cvlinder block. eic, a casing) the cars were quite
different. Incidentally, the inlet camshafi housing was
marked 1922 B when 1 first got it, but this marking was
latterly polished off.

I believe this car 1o be the aclual winner of the 1932
T.T.. beciuse when | bought the car it had the original
bodv work painted red and out of curiosity 1 wiped off
suecessive layers of paint from the scuttle with alcohol
fuel, First the red came off, then a coal of black and
then underneath appeared a white which seemed to be
part of a number and following this along with great
care a huge number 7 was gradually revealed which
covered almost the entire right side of the scuttle on o
dark green ground. This must have been the original
race number, and on checking up 1 discovered thatl the
number had been in fact painted on just as 1 found it.
Ax a confirmation, there were the dimensions of the
body itself, I myself am abowt 61t tall and long in the
legs and when | got the car | could not sit in the seat
of the original body and get my feet on the pedals as
there was not enough room under the steering wheel for
my folded up legs. Jenn Chassagne, the driver of the

winning car was a small man, whereas both Segrave
and Lee Guinness were both over average heighl and
would therefore be as uncomfortable as [ was in a
body tailor-made for so small a man. Incidentally,
neither of the other two Sunbeam entries finished the
race; Lee Guinness couldn’t even start and Segrave
retired with ignition failure and oddly enough the silly
little troubles that beset them on that day happened to
me also at different times. leaving me in each case hors
de combat.

To try to cover the work that was done on the car
during the next vear or so would fll several issues of
“Beaded Wheels,” but in brief they were: replacing
all valve seats (32 of them), regrind crankshaft and fil
new bearings on all journals. Every part of the car was
dismantled, checked and carefully re-assembled, modified
if necessary for the purpose T proposed to use her. The
old exhaust manifold was reiained, bult 4 new tail pipe
swung down and under the rear axle since the old one
would have fouled the left door. The gear lever which
was outside with the brake lever and bent right to clear
the body, was now brought inside the new body line and
was bent left to clear the brake lever and the inside of
the body. The steering column was fitted with a new lube
and lengthened 7 inches to allow for the fitting of an
“extended” driver. At last the chassis was ready and it
was a greal moment when with a temporary seat, open
exhaust manifold and instruments tied on with string,
the engine was started on the end of a tow rope, [t
should be pointed oul that at this stage no attempt had
been made to detune the engine, as 1 had decided to
build it up to factory specification as a starting poini
and then find out whal was required to give it the neces-
sury flexibility for a sports car. Conseguently, for lhis
trial burst it was still futed with the origical huge
Claudzls and 1 had set the cam shafls with the Fairly
wide overlun as used for racing. Having ad usted thinps
50 that the engine would idle. and what's more start on
the handle, I could barely wait to give her a little trv
out along the road. The cluteh was beautifully smooth,
but the gears were audible even above the exhaust note,
though of course this would not have worried the makers
who would have thought nothing of doubling the noise
for a 2%, increase in power, | took it up to the concrete
strip a short distance away and quictly ran it up and
down a few times o get it uscd to running and then
gave it a little bit of a burst through the gears, The
atfect was terrific. an ear shattering shrick from the
exhaust manifold almost alongside my car and we took
off ‘up the half-mile grade. It was only a flew seconds
before | had run through the gears and, szatisfied n
would dctually go, | eased down and looked over my
shoulder to see if any conscientious traffic people were
following me; they weren't. but what was, was a quarter
of a mile of snaking black track! Horrors, my beautiful
tvres. It was my first taste of the potential of the T.T,
sports car and Tortunately most of the future roads were
black, so that | never again had the shock of seeing my
good rubber on the road, though it must have happened
frequently. (To be conlinued in the nexl issue),



Traffic jam in the wilderness. The rood block on Meyer's Pass
during the Irishman Rally.

o e

Photo by courtesy Barry McKay, Auckiond

Free at lost. D. Barton at the wheel of Dick Messenger's D Type
Vauxhall in the slow-fast test during the Rotorua Gymkhana.

B.B.B. and B. (Black Bentle



Best Prepored Winner. K. Wrighi and 1909 Clement Talbot.

Phota by courtesy Barry MeKay, Aucklond

The Winner on High: The Rally wirning Austin of G. A, Liitlejchn
poised on the sec-saw.

towr and Bucket) irishman.



“Indian Summer” of a Vintage Car

A.AA.

Andrew Anderson makes his first acquaintance with the margie “invicta” and since it was

most interesting, pasted on the experience lo “Beaded Wheels.”

Firs:ly let me dispzl any sncaking doubts that may lurk
in thz readzr's mind as to just whai peried the Invicla
fa'ls into. It is a vintage car in every sense of the word,
Though production continued well after 1931 the car
has all the attributes of the vintage sports car, as will be

nfold:d anon,

Thz Company was formed in 1925 and marketed 1§
litre, 3 litre and 44 litre machinery of distinction and no
little parformance. They were high chassis vintage look-
ing machinery using proprietory engines, usually by
Hznry Meadows. But in spite of extensive publicity in
the field of long distance endurance runs and speed
records in the hands of Miss Vielet Corderey. they do
not se:m o have really caught on, and belong to the
catzgory of cars like the Marendaz, which are véry nice
indesd but which nobody sezms 1o hive owned because
tharz are so many that are nicer!

This is until in 1930 the 100 m.p.h, low chassis version
of th? 44 litre was announced. This machine really caught
on. Th: Monte Carlo Rally, The Shclsey-Waish Sports
Car Reczord, The Alpine Trials, Brooklands all resounded
its success though Mr 5. C. H. Davis and others suf-
fzred some grizzly prangs that showed that it had to be
teatad with respect.

In common with the preceding- 3 litre and ““high
chassis” 44 wversions the new “100 mph” machine
utili‘ed a six cvlindzr Meadows engine—a marine unit
“asically—which gave good top end performances with
no sacrifices to Aexibility.

in 1931 “The Moior”, Road Tested one of the first
of these carzs and its “Tabulaied Data for the Driver”
reads thus,

Chassis Details

Invicta 44 litre sports tourer. & cvlindzr 88.5 m/m x
120 m/m (4467 cec). Tax £30. O.H.Y. Dual ignition
cotl and mag. Gearbox Ratios, 3.6, 49, 7.0, 104 1o 1.
Right hand lever. Engine speed 810 r.pm. at 20 muph.
in top.

Performance

Speeds on the Gears. Top 99 mup.h., third 73 m.p.h.,
second 30 m.p.h. Minimum speed top gear 6 m.p.h.
Petrol consumption 16 m.p.g. Acceleration 0-60 m.p.h.
through the gears 14 2-5sec,

Dimensions, Ele.

Wheelbase 961 10in. Track 4ft 8in. Ground clear-
ance 6in, Ovcrall length 14ft din. Owverall width 51t
6in. Height 1o screen top 4ft 4in. Weight (unladen) 29
cwts, Price Chassis £750, four scater £950.

S0 much for the bare bones of lacts and figures to
whet the appetite. The enging in standard une develop-
ed around 110 BH.P. at 3200 rppm. and the above
quo‘ed Road Test opens thus:

“Here is no harsh racing car on which frequent re-
course must be made to the gear lever in traffic or on
winding roads, but a smooth. flexible touring cur which

will trickle along in top gear at 6 or 7 mph. and will
pick up speed smoothly and with extraordinary rapidity
immediately the accelerator pedal is depressed.

Al the other end of the scale it will exceed 90 m.p.h.
and should be capable, if in first class condition, of
100 m.p.h.

On fairly sharp curves that will not be rounded
by a sensible driver at more than 55 m.p.h. or 60 m.p.h.
in an ordinary touring car, the Invicta can be driven
at over 80 m.p.h. without the slightest effort in steering
or any feeling of insecurity. The road holding is all that
can be desired and. owing to the low sealing position,
the driver expericnees a delightful sense of stability.”
These remarks make u suitable introduction to the
example recently experienced.

Two examples exist in M.Z., one having been imporied
by member 5. A. Gibbons of Wanganui just prior to
the war and since the war competed at Wigram and
sarints in the hands of Frank Bennett and Hec. McLean,
Since then alas, it has been almost written off in a
particularly blood-curdling prang. The second example
was brought to Auckland some two years ago by an
Air Force Officer who was no sooner arrived than
transferred overseas again and sold the car to Auckland
President Horace Robinson who in turn sold to Ernie
McGlvnn its presenlt owner. Your scribe met Mr Me-
Glynn during his recent spjourn in Auckland through
the good offices of Ray Watson of Chain-gang Frazer-
Mash fame and to cut a long story short the car was
loaned to me for some two weeks which was enough
to become really familiar with it and to try it under a
wide variety of conditions. As Mr MeGlynn is the first
to point out the car was not in a good state of tune,
owing lo slack timing chains principally, and so no
“desperate dicing” was tried or attemps made at timed
performance against the watch which would undoubiedly
be misleading to the margue as a whole,

About B0 m.p.h. was the usual maximum oblained
on the road and the acccleration fell away disappoint-
ingly as speed built up and even R0 m.ph. was slow
in coming up.-I1 is at moderate speeds that the car really
comes into s own and since frequent trips were made
from Auvcklond to Tuakouw, Paerata and Hamilton there
were plenty of opportunities to try her on the highway
where really high averages were always pul up without
ever exceeding 30 m.ph. limits or seeming to indulgs
in very high speeds: very good road holding and a third
pear with just the right ratio combined (o give consisi-
ently beiter averages by almost 3 m.ph. than a brand
new Ford Customline used before ftaking over the
Invicta. This in spite of having to cruise the Ford con-
sistently at 75 m.p.h. (speedod—a speed only locked at in
the Invicia for short bursts on the Southern Motorway.
So much for performance, in appearance, superficially.
the car does nol support my opening contention that this



15 3 vintage car and it is granted that outwardly il is more
akin to the 55 90 or M.G. than to its blood and
thunder forebears m the Sports Car field,

A detailed look at jts construction however soon re-
veials that here is a wvehicle with nothing shoddy or
skimped in its construction. The Frame is very massive
and deep in section with very pronounced upsweep over
both front and rear axles; the front axle is tremen-
dously heavy *“armed” with impressively wvast brake
drums with mechanically operated shoes. Open the
bonnet and the motor fills the entire available space;
it 15 a pleasing looking engine with its aluminium rocker
cover, twin 5/U carburettors and a magneto driven from
the timing train on one side and the coil and distributor
set on the other,

The exhaust system sets a jarring note with its flexible
outside pipe shrouds—the start of the era of the “Cads
Car”! The bulkhead is a massive cast aluminium affair
with a vacuum tank with a large integral reservoir though
this is an ornament only on this example which is fitted
with a fuel pump. In short solidity is the keynole in
its construction.

The =eating position is good; the big spring spoke
wheel comes to hand just right as does the heavy right
hand lever that controls the four speed gearbox that is
in unit with the engine,

One sits facing the wsual array of instruments, the
engine starts on the first barrel every time on using the
ingenious starter cum-horn butlion—pull for starting,
push for the horn—in the centre of the steering wheel,
The clutch is smooth though drags abominably when
warm and we're off!

The gearbox wails like a banshee and is obviously
very badly worn in the bearing depariment making
changes unprediciable, but on the whole it is a4 good box
to use and would obviously be a honcy if in better
mechanical condition. The motor however doesn’t really
need it and the car is more akin to a Railton in its
flexibility than to say, the Bentley although the latter
is ils kKin in the chassis and suspension department. The
latter especially is of the teeth chattering tvpe “con-
trolled™ by Andre telecontrols and over Auckland roads
and tram lines the ride impresses itsell frmly upon
the consciousness! On the highways however she sits
sicady as a rock and round the corners one goes, each
one quicker than the last uniil one remembers Sammy
Davis and others and off comes the pressure on the
loud pedal. The engine note changss markedly at about
50 m.p.h. in top, just like a three liire Bentley does and
from the fairly subdued “woofle” of a hig woolly engine
running light she bursts into song in no unceriain 1erms.
However the stopping is nol quile as impressive as ils
going and the imposing array of stopping impedimenta
really adds up to so much more unsprung weight. This.
I believe is not true of the marque as a whole bul to
one wno has wrestled with Mapiers and Vauxhalls to
pin them down from full cry this parlicular example
ol Invicta felt just like home.

To sum wup. Here is a4 car with a preponderance of
vintage features, but somchow or other the modern sleck
look and the magnified [lexibility just don’t feel right
—no. there is nothing quite like the real, genuine blood
and thunder and the Invicta is oo refined to feel

home in!

Phota by courtesy Barry MeKay, Auckland
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First Easter Rally, Wanganui.

Perhaps it is best to qualify the Easter Rally with a
member's utterance, “Wish there was another next week-
end, & vear is a long time.”

The Rally commenced on Saturday, 20th, with a time
trial, Marton to Wanganui, a distance of 238 miles, aver
some guile interesting country, some good hills, though
none 5o steep that Rex Porter had to dismount from the
De Dion.

The Wanganui contingent drove down in force in the
morning, congregating at the Rangitikei County Yards
where we pgreeted the members from further afield; Mrs
Southward in her Swift, David Nathan and all of his
Bentley from Wellington, Mr and Mrs Porter and Sonia
from Carterton with the De Dion Bouton, and Trevor
Hudson with his Austin from Levin,

Unfortunately, the weather was not at its best, and
worse was to come at mid-day Sunday.

Before the starting time, | pom., the cars moved out
into the street facing towards Wanganui. His Worship
the Mavor of Marton, Mr Meads, after a short speech
of appreciation on behalf of the people of Marton,
started the Rally, the cars leaving in this order:

1. E. Porter z 100 D¢ Dion Bouton
2. K. Wright i == 1909 Clement Talbor
1. B. Walker 1912 Zedel

4. A, Tonks _ b, 1913 Daimler

5. M. Wadey 1914 Buick

6. A. Tustin - 1916 Perry

7. T. Stitling ... — —. 1916 Overland

B. Mrs K, Wright __ 1923 Alvis

9 Mrs L. Southward 1925 Swilt

10, W, Vickers _ __ __ 1925 Bean

1. P, Willamson .. ~ 1927 Humber

12.. 1. Carrick . 1927 Lea Francis
13. D. Nathan __ . _ 1930 Bentley

14, T. Hudson 1923 Austin

David Nathan's Bentlev, the last 1o leave, at 2.12 p.m.,
was a source of much spectator interest. They tried to
gel David to open the engine room hatch, but he was
keeping this for the *Best Prepared Vehicle” judging on
Sunday, Perhaps a perspex bonnet would be the score,
but 1 hate to think what W.0. would have thought.

The road out was packed with people and indeed such
was the case all along the route, Cars parked in gate-
ways and on the sides of the road were full of waving
prople, out 1o see our cars go by,

The Transport Department and the Wanganui Cily

«Council Traffic Department were a great help by looking

after the crossroads and bridges, elc.

Secret checks were employed by the marshals, who
did a grand job over the Rally to make our lives a little
more miserable, one check being half-way up the longesi,
stecpest hill.

The time trial terminated at the AA. parking area in
the main stréet, where there was a large crowd wailing
1o see the cars arrive and to see them on display.
Judicious placing of the collection box reaped more
proceeds towards our Building Fund,

P. Williamson

The Saturday programme finished with a very enjoy-
able Social und Dance, held in the Amateur Dramatic
Society's Hall.

Ten o'clock Sunday morning saw the cars again at the
AA. all cleaned and polished up to undergo the scrutiny
of Mr V. Luffl and Mr V. Henley, our very competent
and interested judges. With the Veterans still not judged
and the Vintages nearly completed, down came the rain
sending the large crowd scurrying, The judging of the
Veteran ears was therefore held at | pm. in Bert Tonks
Panel-Shop at Wanganui East. The rain also meant the
cancellation of our picnic at Upokongaro, some seven
miles up the Wanganui River, but we were fortunale in
being able to hold the driving tests in modified form in
Wright Stephenson’s parking lot in between the showers,

The tests included several versions of garaging, weav-
ing. and the Spot test, and due to the rather constricted
space, fully tested the drivers’ ability.

The Rally concluded on the Sunday night with a film
showing, prize-giving and supper in the Buffalo Hall and
was well attended. George Gilltrap™s excellent film *Make
Way for Yesterday,” was shown and was appreciated
by ail.

After the film the Chairman made a speech of thanks
to all who had contributed towards the success of the
weekend and then Mrs Williamson presented the trophies
as follows:

Wadey Bros. Cup (Class A Veleran): R. Porter,

Roundtree Cup (Class B Veteran): B. Walker.

Milex Cup: Mrs Southward.

McCabe Trophy: T. Hudson,

Prix d'Honneur (Veleran): K. Wright,

Prix d'Honneur (Vintage): Mrs Southward.

A R. Wright Aggregate Challenge Cup: B, Walker,

Chatrman’s Prize: A. Tonks.

Certificates were presented to all the competitors who
completed the distance in the time trial within the speci-
fied time limil. We are pleased to suy that all gualified,

With the success of this, the first Easter Rally, we
awail with impatience next Easter which we hope waill
altract more cars o share the fun and interest which
not even the weather could dampen this vear.

POINTS — MARTON TO WANGANUI

Veteran Section:

1. B. Walker, Zedel 1912, 345 points.

2. B. Tonks, Daimler 1913, 342 points,

3. T. Stirling, Overland 1916, 340 points.
VFintage Section:

1. T. Hudson, Auwstin 1923, 350 points

2, W. Vickers, Bean 1925, 345 points

3. P. Williamson. Humber 1927, 335 poinis.
Veteran DRIVING TESTS

1. B. Walker, Zedel, 177 points.

2. A, Tustin, Perry, 174 points,

3. T. Surling, Overland, 162 points,
Fintage:

1. P, Williamson, Humber, 174 poings.



2, T. Hudson., Austin, 151 points
3. J. Carrick, Lea Francis, 134 poinis.
Vereram: BEST PREFPARED

1. A. K. Wright, Clement Talbot, 380 points
2. R. Porter. De Dion Bouton, 375 points, equal
A. Tonks, Daimler, 375 poinis. equal.

Vimrage: _
1. Mrs Southward, Swilt, 345 points.
2. T. Hudson, Austin, 330 points
3. P. Williamson, Humber, 300 points

AGGREGATE CHALLENGE
1. B. Walker, Zedel, 882 points.
2. T. Stirling, Overland, 847 poinis,
3. T. Hudson, Austin, 831 points

Northern Natter . .

OFFICERS OF THE VINTAGE & VETERAM CAR CLUB (AUCKLAND IMC.)

President: H. Rabinson, Esq.

Haon. 5ec. C. Parker, Esq., 17 King George Avenue, Auckland,

Aucklond Editor, P. ¥, Maxwell, 38 Golf Avenue, Otohuhu, Auckland,

The writer of this article was wont to sivle himself
“Longstroke™ for a nom de plume. However, on being
reminded that this name graced an earlier writer in the
now defunct New Zealand “Sportscar™ periodical of circa
1948-30, a new name had betler be thought up to avoid
confusion. How about “Piston Slap,” “Big End,” “Loose
Screw,” or some such? Perhaps a flash of inspiridion
will appear in due course, but meanwhile the reader will
just have to suoffer this screed as is.

A recent trip around the aren revealed a few changes
of ownership of Club cars and quite o number of
acquisitions, Perhaps Bernard MceGinn's burning of the
midnight oil latelv will be the most exciting news. Let
us say that Mew Zealand's heftiest vintage sports car
will finally enverge resplendent and could be a most
fitting stable mate to Bernard's XKI120 roadster. Ernie
MeGlynn has disposed of the lovely Invicita and Jack
Phillips also has sold his Sunbeam which is one of the
finest extant. Knowing his enthusiasm, however, there is
no doubt it will be replaced by an even more wonderful
Carnage,

A fine Crossley saloon of aboul 1928 vintige was
spied in Thames and is heading for Auckland owner-
<hip. A fair amount of tidving up is required here, There
15 @ scarcity in the north of the character laden English
saloons of the twenties although the South Island is not
badly off for these. John Irvine’s nice Alvis six of 1928
is a grand example of the tvpe | have in mind. Veteran
ranks are to be augmented soon by one 1910 model, o
couple at least of 1914 and an old buggy [vpe.

The 1910 While Steamer chassis that never got around
to being restored, was very recently seen being towed
away in the traffic stream, but the new owner is not
known yel. A good guess would not be difficult, however,

A well supported Gymkhana, an ambitious and inter-
esting excursion to Whangerei and another of our in-
volved and possibly hilarious Mystery Trials are on the
agenda in the near future and these, plus other evening
functions will keep everybody on their toes.

GYMEKHANA — 28th APRIL

Once agnin the pleasant venue at Midgeley's Farm,
Hobsonville, was chosen although a different field was
selected with better picnic arrangements, The surface was

prefty rugged with the grass maintaining its greasiness
all day, but once evervbody realized that all cars were
equally handicapped a right roval time was had by all
in the brilliant sunshine. Twenty-five vintage cars turned
up with a few moderns in members’ hands also, Clock-
work precision in running the events would be a mis-
nomer, bul ceriainly a brisk cfficiency in getting com-
petitors through was nofed, Marshals Moses, Lawrence
and McGinn were eagle-eyed in penalizing the frequent
“wrongdoers” and the results give a good idea of how
thesz driving tests show no one person up as “champion.”

Quite inspiring was the traction of Bruce Anderson’s
1924 Packard, regardless of the surface, whilst in some
of the runs reguiring a bit of “hurry up” the faster
warriages such as Tim Seccombe™ 3 litre Bentley and
Chet Parker's 44 Bentlev spun wheels and pirouetied
about with little forward motion (o be seen. Jobn
Irvine’s Alvis once again was champion of the “Wigple
Woggle™ as al Rotorua and Bill Tennant's venerable
Austin 7 showed evervone how lhe garaging test should
be done, Mext vear for a change, a decent hard level
surface will be used and allow us a few more possi-
bilities in the nature of evenis,

RESULTS

Lphill Acceleration :

Ist — M, Mills, Alvis 12/50, 29 secs.

Ind—C. Parker, Bentley 44, 32 secs

Ird—P. Jones, Standard 14, 33 secs
Craraging ;

Ist — W, Tennant. Austin 7, 32 secs

2nd—L., Jellaca, Ford, 35 secs., egual

K. Harrison, Ford A, 35 secs.. equal.

Relay:

16 curs, 2 teams of B—L. Jellaca's team,
Width Judging Test:

1st — C, Parker, Bentley, 3 inches.

Ind—W. Oldfield. De Soto, 4 inches.

Ird—M. Mills, Alvis, 5 inches,
Wigple Wogple:

Ist—J). Irvine, Alvis 12/50, 58 secs.

2nd—W, Tennant, Austin, 60 secs,

Ird—M. Mills, Alvig, 67 secs.
Epg and Spoon:

Four heats and final—B. Anderson, Packard,



Third Irishman Creek Rally

R. B. Shand

As our seribe was one of the organisers travelling by the only cor (modern heap) which didn’t
mike Trishman, we have been forced to complere this article by combined efforr. Ed.

A complete re-organisation of this event specifically
to assist members of the Dunedin branch promised the
best Irishman ever, The slarting point was centralised in
Waimate, a country town almost egui-distant between
Dunedin and Christchurch from whence the route took
the entry inland over a “MNot Recommended™ road
through Mevers Pass to the Hakataramea Valley, thence
down to Kurow on the Waitaki River, after which the
route followed the main road to Omarama, Lake Pukaki
and Irishman, For the benefit of our overseas readers it
should be made clear that a “main road™ is not always
tar-sealed nor for that matter is it necessarily even a
good road—perhaps a more accurate term in this case
would be “the only road”. The new route involved the
Canterbury branch members in a considerable amount
more travelling but the actual Rally route from Waimate
to Irishman involved some 150 miles.

Rear to kerb in Shearman Street on Good Friday
morning, nineteen cars including six veterans, waited for
the Le Mans type start thal was to send them on their
way over the first section. Most of the competitors had
construed the instruction to “be completely self-support-
ing” in the widest possible sense and always according
to the known characteristics of their mount; poking from
beneath the tonneau of one of the Fial contingent wis
o spare head gasket and inspection revealed practically
every other known spare except a Crown wheel and
pinion which was to become somewhat of an embarras:-
ment, Liggett’s large rex-top Studebaker was beautifully
prepared and in Concours trim, while the ever-showroom
appearance of Baker's 1914 Calthorpe Minor was almost
submerged beneath the multitude of panniers carried vn
the sides; Baker had thought of evervthing as lime was
to show, Oddie’s 3-litre appeared muoch improved in
appearance in a new coal of dignificd green. while the
rest of our Timaru members turned up in the Equipé
Micholson which had entered the 1907 Cadillac and the
1914 Mercedes. MNapier, Panhard, Vauxhall, Packard,
Arrol-Tohnston, F.M., Essex, a veritable host of 501 Fiats
{sorry, Mr Mauger, and one 3015 Fiat) and two O.Ms
completed the entry. It would not be fair to pass over the
reappearance of one of our old sialwarts, Frank Bland-
ford, by merely saving “two O.Ms”. Even though Frank
arrived fifty minutes late, he managed 1o make the end
of the ficld complete with Globe trotter David Barker
attached to a drum of fuel in the rear gquarters,

Two failures in the Le Mans start indicated that
cither drivers are becoming more agile or the officials do
not make the test sufficiently difficult.

While there had been a considerable amount of rain
during the previous week the weather was now fine and
there appeared no reason to doubt the condition of
the roads although a chance remark by a bowser attend-
ant to the officials in Waimate that his [ather-in-law
lives near the footr of Mevers Pass and owned two

crawler traciors which might be handy gave cause for
the mildest of frowns. Doubts were soon dispelled as the
follow-up car traversed the first section which wound
over tar-seal and then shingle roads up towards the chain
of hills which contain thé Pass. For mile after mile
there was no evidence of anvithing more amiss than a
well chewed patch of shingle to indicate some over-
zealous cornering.

After passing the point where the entry changed its
average speed and began the ascent of the Pass there
wils no sign save [yre marks in the grass overgrowing
the track and so0 on round the one way path cut out
of the side of the steep valley which marked the begin-
ning of the Pass.

Just as an almost complacent air settled over the
follow-up car, it rounded a bend and there in front was
a xight that could have been 1927 and not [957—almost
the whole entry except Oddie and a few of the earlier
cars to leave were stopped along the track at a point
where & mountain torrent crossed . Further up the other
side the Mapier passengers (all women) were endeavour-
ing to put their “shoulders 1o the wheel” in a vain effort
to help 42 cwi. of ear up the rocky slope down which
was Aowing vel another mountain torrent, The Mercedes
had succeeded in wetting its electrics crossing the first
creck and had held up the rest of the entry with the
result that they lost traction on the sticky track and did
not have sufficient way on to make up the next slope.
Alter a lot of manual labour had been expended and
some time elapsed the cars were again on their way to
find vet further stretches of mud which made progress
slow and cut time schedules to ribbons, Two cutstanding
features of the hold-up were the amazing performance
of the Veterans which made short work of the sticky
partz and the Bov Scout performance of Robin Allan
in his 301 Fiat which he had wisely equipped with
ground grip tyres and a tow rope both of which proved
invialuable as he ploughed back and forth along the
track towing most of the entry irrespective of shape or
siz¢ on to a firmer surface, When thanked for his com-
pletely unselfish and sporting gesture he made the
entirely delightful reply that as he was sa used to being
towed himsell ot eévents he found it both novel and
pleasing to be on the other end of the rope for a change,
(Any wonder that this Club is a happy united crew.) The
other astonishing feature of the hold up was the fact
that the crews had not severely if not fatally dealt with
the organisers who were in the follow-up car for on
ill occasions and even at the start all had been assured
by the organisers who had mapped the trial and checked
it in drought conditions both times that there was nothing
tough, old boy, much easier than last year really and
none of this trials bashing stuff, you know!

On over the summit and down into the valley again,
the descent being a series of zig-zags cul in the side of



an almost precipitous cliff. The stream at the bottom
was a4 “banker” and proved too much for the gallant
Calthorpe but not so for s ingenious owner who
smartly hauled out a length of clothes line from one of
the panniers and tossed i, sailor fashion, to Sampson in
the Packard who was just in front and who obliged.

The entry was somewhat dismayed to see a traclor and
crew al the next waler crossing but opinions of the
organizers improved temporarily at least, ontil the gent
with the tractor explained that his presence at the ford
was entirely. fortuitous as he was waiting for a friend
from town, He proved, however, a gent indeed and those
who required succour receirved it except the follow-up
cir which arrived as the tractor ran out of petrol.

From there on it was plain sailing down the Hakatara-
mea Valley to the special test al Kurow, the big bump
in the Waitaki bridge which shook up most of the cars
and thence on to the next control at Omarama. 1L was
at this stage that the 501 with all the spares came to
need the crown wheel and pinion which it did not have
but thanks once again to the surplus horses in the
Sampson Packard it was towed to Irishman where thanks
ta the kind offer of the magnificently equipped work-shop
and the ability of marshal Murray Maxwell, the Fiat was
motoring again by Saturday aflternoon. (And by that
time our scribe was probably still on his way back to
Christchurch nursing one split radiator. Here's where
we take over, very much censored —Ed.)

From Omaram:a the Rally was plain sailing and our
mud spattered appearances, saturated clothes and swiltly
developing rheumatism seemed of no concern as we
saw the familiar mail box at the entrance to the drive,
Thoughts of food prevailed for a few seconds before
being rudely interrupted by a burst of throtile and
colourful language heralding the arrival of Willis Brown
in his B.B. (Black Bentlev). Last year he came two
davs too late and brought his dog: this vear he arrived
on time and we are glad to say brought his wile, Mid-
night Friday saw the arrival of the Dunedin crew earry-
ing across their shoulders a very stiff “body™. Once the
thaw sct in and on closer examination the “body™ was
readily recognised as one John MceGee who had been
riding on the mudguard of the 16 H.P. Sunbeam. hav-
ing been handed the ignominious task of banging the
lights on when the surroanding countryside became
plunged into darkness. Saturday morning saw the entry
churning up the airstrip in an endeavour (o negotiale a
few tests during which the rain was relentless. The Pukaki
Inn as is customary entertained the entire entry until
Saturday  evening. after which many “G.P.” drivers
emerged and climbed into their “GP” “20 Litres™
arriving back at Irishman in “cars going betier than ever
old bov, never got near maximum ——", These compari-
sons were Toreshorlened by the appearance of an invita-
tion from Mr Hamilton to view his films, “Brooklands™
and “The Bentleys at Le Mans™ after which he kindly

flered quantities of liguid refreshments and  reminis-
sencas before all and sundry retired to the woolshed 1o
ontinue discussions and comparisons. By this stage even
the Calthorpe had assumed enormous proportions. Never
before in the history of motoring have such engineering

feats been seen or heard of, What strokes, what cubie
capacities, and brother, what bores! !!

Ah, well, Sunday had to come with all s disillusion-
ment, bags were stowed and we climbed into our small,
average size and not 50 very big motor cars and motored
regretfully home.

It was grand 1o see "Canute” Kennedy at his first
Irishman. Even if his gesture of stemming the tide of
fate was to prove abortive and we were destined not 1o
sce his “delectable little Delage™,

Micholson with his seven league Cadillae was there,
Down the road from Simon’s Pass the Mapier and
Mercedes battled through the swirling mist as they did
in 1903 a1 Ballvshannon even if Anderson could scarcely
lay claim to be an Edge, or Loughnan, for that matter
o Jenaizy,

Suffice it to say that for 2 glorious davs the Vintage
Gods were assembled on their Olympus swathed with all
in scolchmist!  The following are the resulis:

F. Bull (Essex 1018, I: W. Turnbull (Panhard)
1017.2; A. Baker (Calthorpe) 10155 3; R. Mahan
(Mercedes) 1015.25, 4; A, Anderson (Napier) 1010.75, 5;
P. Shaskey (O.M.) 9995, 6; 5. Sampson (Packard) 998,25,
7: D, Johnson (Fiat 501) 992, 8: A, Ligeett (Studebaker)
988.5, 9; D, Oddie (Bentley 984, 10; B. Ellens (Cadillac)
968, 11: B, Ulton (VMauxhall) 960,25, 12: R, Allen (Fial
301) 255, 13; A. Cattermole (Arrol-Tohnson) 926,75, 14;
J. Loughnan (F.M.) 900, 15; W, Mauger (Fiat 301s) 896,
16; F. Blandford (O.M.) 768, 17; G. Owen (Fiat 501)
876 (towed last section).  Times for the first section
were not included for the caleulation of the resulis.

SAFE R BRAKES SPECIALISED SERVICE is now ovailoble
lo you,

SAFE R BRAKES can completely service your brokes
from  pedal  fo  wheel with the letest aufomatic
precision  mochincs

S5AFE R BRAKES wie only rthe bost matericls,

A small exponse todoy may  sove you o big one
tomcrrow,

YOU CaM EMSURE BRAKE DEPEMDARILITY ALWAYS
by  having your brakes inspected rogularly by

SAFE R BRAKES LTD

20 Mollett Street, Christchurch
COLIM PERHAM  Phene BS-708  IAN G. HAMILTON
BRAKE SERVICING SPECIALISTS

BRAKE DRUMS TURMED & GROUMND - SHOES RELIMNED
HYDRAULIC CYLIMDERS HOMNED

BRING YOUR VIMTAGE PROBLEMS. ADYICE FREE.



Canterbury Notes

v 1. Loughnan

Vintage Car Club MN.Z. (Inc.), Conterbury Branch.

Chaoirman: J. R, Loughnan, Esq.

The Canterbury Branch since the last issue has man-
aged 1o run two organised evenls and one impromptu
evenl. :

Qur first effort was a night trial organised on Saturday
March 16 which attracted a large eniry of 15, It was
thought better to make this cvent open to Veteran,
Vintage and moderns, of which latter there was only one.
The assembly point was Carlton Bridge at 7.30 p.m.
From there each car driver was issued with his list of
instructions, and flagged awayv at two-minute intervals.
Alas, many competitors got thoroughly “bushed” with
the figure “eight" at the back of Sefton, as also did one
of the route checking cars. However, every one enjoyed
themselves, competitors and organisers, the event being
won by the indomitable Turnbull brothers in their
Panhard. We hope to run our next night trial on 18th
May, starting at the Carlton Bridge., and are looking
forward o a record entry.

A very pleasant run was. had on Saturday, April 6th
to Ashburton to participate in their Queen Carpival
Celebrations. There was a strong contingent from Timaru
including Oddie F/N, Nicholson Cadillac. Mehrtens Reo,
Mercer T. Ford, Arnott Owverland, Westoby Darracg,
and the first appearance of Nicholson's “Teutonic
Monster” the 1913 Mercedes. Though the latter car did
envelop the whole proceedings in clouds of white smoke
occasionally. the writer wouldn't be too proud to have it
in his stable. The Christchurch cars taking part were
Williamson F/N. Bowman Ford, Baker Calthorpe and
Loughnan F/N,

Hon. Sec.: R. J Cummins, Esq., 23 Randolph 5t., Christchurch

A large amount of organising and surveying was done
by Rob Shand and Duncan Purse in preparation for the
Annual Irishman Creek Rally held on Easter weekend.
Fate playved a somewhat ironical joke when Shand's car,
the only modern, failed to check in at Irishman Creek.
However, a full account of that excellent trip is found
elsewhere in this issue,

Once again the South Island appears to be a happy
hunting greund for persons from elsewhere in New Zea-
land who are desirous of setting up museums of Veteran
cars. The main difference between them and other mem-
bers is that perhaps they have never really motored in
a veteran. {nce they have had such an experience they
would mo longer let their acquisitive tendency run wild,

Jack Wilkins has acquired a certain 18 h.p. FiN
1 seater with tatty body and weak knees, but the makings
are there.

Les Everett has started work on a 1910 Renault which
i reputed to have belonged to the late Archbishop Julius,

Warner Mauger has a speed 20 Sunbeam which he
bought in Timaruo.

An early 14/40 Sunbeam recently belonging to K.
Steffenson has been bought by P. Henry. a prospective
member,

Your scribe has in the stable an early motor cycle,
The Brown, probably built between 1904-1906, in sad but
practically complete condition.

Cokers Hotel

W. A. Clapham

29 SOUTHWARK STREET — CHRISTCHURCH

Between Manchester and Madras Streets, Alongside
PHOME 77-471

Canterbury Service for

BOSCH

SERVICE

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries




RUSSELL'S RENTAL CARS

88 S5t Andrew Street
DUNEDIN, C.1

Take pleasure in offering our

readers the benefit of a change. and

their worthy steeds a rest cure. by

having at your disposal our fleet

of modern large and small cars and
motor scooters.

Phones

BUSINESS 77-719
AFTER HOURS 39-762

BROADPARK CAR
SERVICE LTD.

Broadway Arcade
DUNEDIN, C.1

PARKING!
PETROL!
QILS!

For Specialised
LUBRICATION, WASHING,

POLISHING
GENERAL SERVICE STATION WORK

At Your Service Anytime

Ring 79-912

BROADWAY (Dn.) MOTORS
LTD.

101 CRAWFORD STREET - DUNEDIN

CITROEN

S5INGER GAZELLE

OIL
REPAIRS — LUBRICATION — PETROL
SPECIALISTS

AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICAL
ENGINEERS

REPAIRS TO STARTERS, GENERATORS,
MAGNETOS, Etc.
ARMATURE REWINDING
REWIRING TO ALL MAKES OF CARS

G. L. NORMAN & SON

70 5t AMDREW STREET
Phone 70-793

Otago Agents ERG BATTERIES




Otago Notes

by R. 5. Ferens

Vintoge Cor Club M.Z. (Inc.) Otoge Branch

Chairman: R, 5. Ferens, Esq.

Branch activities have carried on as usual for the last
few months, although mechanical activities have been at
an all time high.

It is significant to nole that the scrap metal business
seems 1o be increasing in that dealers are extending their
business to country districts at a fast rate. I have heard
of two cases lately where members have at the final hour
extracted vital parts from a heap duc to be collected.
It would not be [easible to approach these dealers, so
I think that if anybody® sees anything at all of value,
get down  on it immediatcly,

Mr McFedries from Rakain descended into our midst
and in the course of a few days, set up a trading post
with Branches in Alexandra and East Taieri to the help
of those concerned, He is interested in motor cycles and
as well os finding one at Milton s désirous’ of any
information of any machines here.

A highly successful MNoggin and Matter was held to-
wards the end of March in the Club rooms. It is esti-
mated that 207% of those that could altend were there
which is excellent support.

Hen. 5ec.: I. G. 5. Shorpe, Esq., 5 Macnee 5t., Morrington, Dunedin,

My spies have reported the following recent tran-
sactions which 1 gather comply with the law. The Bram-
well Sunbeam has been acquired by Clive Grimsdale.
The Grimsdale Regal is now assembled in Allan Bram-
well's machinery emporium; it is intended to perhaps try
sandblasting the chassis. Darcy Read has acquired the
1902 Wolseley from the Catlins district and it is nearly
all there. John Kennedy and hiz Delage have created
havoe in all decent motoring circles in such a short space
of time that his temporary foreed retirement is a welcome
break, The Tarras Garage now has a 2 eylinder Briton;
anyone passing please stop and have a varn with Dave
Mills the new owner. | won't mention anvthing about
the hybrid Anderson-Sharpe Bentley, as it is probable
a case for damages would be brought against the Club
or more likely for defamation of character. A 1914
4 cylinder A.C. is reposing at Green Island; a new mem-
ber we hope. The Margetts’ Rolls has returned to
Dunedin and is in the capable hands of Charles Mac-
Murray. Included in this little column is the news that
the Club Captain, Arnold Spiers, has become engaged,
50 congratulations. It is hoped to have a night Trial in
June and also the A.G.M. will be held in carly July,

What it was!

SOLUTION TO THE MARCH QUIZ PICTURE

A 1912 American Undersiung Roadster, was the
answer we wanted and first to guess correctly was E, T.

Fairburn of Auckland, who had it right to the year!
W. Johansen also identified the car as an American
Underslung, but was a year out on the date. Several
people thought 1 was a Regal, to which it does bear a
marked resemblance.

The car was a product of American Motors, Indian-
apolis, who manufactured motor vehicles from 1902 up
1o 1914,

What is it?

WHAT I8 IT? Here is a Car Quiz for readers of
“Beaded Wheels™. Try your hand at identifving the
vehicle in the photo, and post vour guess to the Auck-
land Editor, The Names of the Knowledgeable, and
interesting details of the car will appear in the next issue.




SHEEHAN
MOTORS LTD.

Strathallan Street - Timaru

SALES & SERYICE
HILLMAN, PLYMOUTH, CHRYSLER

PARTS
ANCIENT & MODERN
ABOUND AT

AUTO PARTS (Timaru)

| TIMARU TYRE SERVICES
LTD.

Phone 1666 P.O. BOX 249

For RECAPS, RETREADS or REPAIRS

Send Your Tyres to Your Mearest Service
Station or Garage

We Collect and Deliver from Qamaru
to Geraldine

Insist on Your Recap or Repair Being
Done by

TIMARU TYRE SERVICES LTD.

CARS LTD.
KARRIER & FARGD TRUCKS Sophia Street
DAVID BROWN TRACTORS TIMARU
P.O. Box 366 Phone 1603 Don’t Give Up the Search . . . See Us
80 Years

The Mew Singer is a product of the skill
and craftsmanship gained in the experi
ence of eighty progressive years. From
the smallest detail to its outstanding
performance the NEW SINGER offers
positive proof that in the long run ex-
perience counts.

Agent for Timaru and Surrounding
District

JOHN DOWLING
125 EVANS STREET — TIMARU
ALSO FOR THE FINEST AND MOST

REASONABLY PRICED USED CARS IN
THE DISTRICT




Car Prices of To-Day

ARE THEY

The motorist of 1925 has before him the car of
perfection, and in making his choice he has the benefit
of the discoveries of the last 20 vears. Today the car has
been brought to a stage of perfection which cannot
undergo anv radical change, as man's inventiveness has
reached so far ahead of itself, as it were, that improve-
ments in the next 20 vears cannot be of such outstand-
ing account as those of the past 20 vears.

Looking over the past and comparing the models
of 20 vears ago, one readily sees the field on which the
invenlor was able to operate. Surcly he has now ex-
hausted that field, and what improvements are to come
cannot alter the appearance of the car.

The outlines must remain the same, and any im-
provement must be confined to individual sections of
the cur. We have the four-wheel brake ns one of these
side-line inventions, but whether the car is any better
for this improvement interests only the man who must
have four-wheel brakes. To the smaller man they are
not considered a necessity, and lots of improvements 1o
come cannol alter the car as it stands todav in the
eyes of the man who is considering his purchase. To buy
now one can get the best the world has to offer at a
price never dreamed of a few years ago. Price considera-
tions, of course, come into the question of purchase, hul
for the man who has some money, no matter how litile,
the opportunity of selecting a car embracing all the lat-
est at the lowest price is placed within his reach,

The men who have taken the step during the last
three years and become owners have seen improvements
in that time. Most of these improvements, though, have
been on the lighter cars, so that the ideas have not been
exactly new. It has simply been a matter of incorporating
comparatively old improvements in different models. And
owners who have witnessed these changes are nol always
anxious to change their old model for the new one. Some
of them have been heard to remark that the old model
is better than the new one. This is hardly correct, though
the infatuation of the old car grows on some owners,
and they are never keen to part with it for the latest.

In a field where competition s so keen the manu-
facturer is ever striving to place the best car before
the public. This to a great extent is responsible for the
wonderful degree of perfection that has been attained
in the motoring world today. With the aeroplane the
same thing has happened, though it is not o0 manifest
as with the motor car, simply because there are notl the
hundreds of individual owners of planes.

Today the hunt for the latest in cars on the part
of the manufacturer has resulted in temporary expedients
which are often mistaken for developments. Fads we
might call them, vel thev have served to create an addi-

The New Zealand Motor Journal, 25th July. 1925

AT BEDROCK?

tional demand for certiin tyvoes of cars which sport these
improvements and cater for the man of fads. But o be
able to determine one’s car on the strength of a fad is
within the power of the rich man onlv. The car as it is
today is the acme of comfort, and it should be the
effort of every manufacturer (o make every man his own
chauffeur. OF course, that is precisely what the manu-
facturers are striving to do, but instead of developing
fads and temporary expedients, which keep the car at
the same price, let us concentrate on production which
will enable every man to become an owner. The man
who commences with a cheap car will probably have
something betler next time he buys, On this scale evers
owner is o mark for a better car as time goes on. bul
the manufacturer must make an effort to mect him half-
way, and if this is done the deéarer car is gradually com-
ing within reach of the man on the lower rung of the
ladder,

Of course, there has been a tendency on the part of
the manufacturer to run his business on these lines, The
cheaper cars have become cheaper and the dearer cars
have fallen proportionately, For the present the prices
are al bedrock, and especially in the cheap cars is this
the case. The light cars cannot come down much further;
that is, while we import them. For the motorist, whether
he is looking forward to purchasing a cheap car or a
dear one, now is the time (o move, for should there be
another fall it cannot be of any magnitude,

The men who took the risk and have paid dearly
for their cars are the old owners, sav, pre-war owners,
but the man who buys now cannot possibly stand to
lose on the same basis as many owners have done in
the past.

Extract . . . :

AUCKLAND MOTOR SHOW., 1924

*The number of locallv-built bodies on passenger cars
was only five, all of which were manufactured in
Christchurch. All the other bodies on passenger cars
were imported standard bodies. This must be disappoint-
ing from the body builders’ viewpoint. and it is evident
that the huilding of bodies for passenger cars is not
making headway in the northern city. It was noticeable
that one exhibitor who 15 also a motor body builder
included in his exhibit one Christchurch-built body, but
none of his own. The few local bodies that were on
exhibition were of excellent design and finish and called
for favourable comment.”

—From “The Radiator,” March [924



Castrol 1956
Motor Racing Book

Once again the Castrol organisation has produced an
attractive 48-page book which gives, in a series of lively
and interesting photographs, a selection of one year’s
suecesses on Castrol in every branch of motor sport.

The theme of the latest edition is “Worldwide Achieve-
menis on Castrol,” and the book is divided into four
sections covering the Americas, the Continent of Europe.
the British Commonwealth and the British Isles. The first
section includes pictures of the M.G. and the Austin-
Healeys which set up new records ar Utah last summer,
and of race meetings in Venezuela and Brazil. Prominent
in the European section are the Aston Martin which won
its class and finished second at Le Mans, the record-
breaking Abarth Fiat at Monza, and the Mercedes-Benz
of the reigning Euvropean Rally Champion. Walter
Schock.

The Commonwealth section shows winning cars in such
widely separated countries as Auvstralia, Kenva, and
Malava. Turning to the British Isles, we find Lyvndon
Sims’ Aston Martin, winner of the R.A.C, Rally, Frank
Sowrey's Cooper-J.A.P., which established new records in
Interpational Class “G", and the winning Aston Marlins
at Qulton Park, Silverstone, Aintree and Goodwood,

There are also many photographs of famous motor-
eyelists, including the leading Gilera rider, Geoll Duke,
World Sidecar Champion, Willi Nall (B.M.W.), Euro-
pean Moto-Cross Champion, Les Archer (Norton),
British Trials Champion, Johnny Brittain { Royval Enfield)
and British Scrambles Champion, Jefl Smith (B.S.A)L

“ACHIEVEMENTS 1956" is published by C. C.
Wakefield & Company Ltd. and the New Zealand Branch
of this organisation advises that readers may obtain free
copies of the book by writing to the Head Office of the
Company at 46 Grosvenor Street, London W.1., England.

Motoring Literature

MOTORING LITERATURE REQUIRED: The Dat-
ing and Library Committee would like to hear of anvone
having for disposal or loan pre 1931 motoring books,
particularly handbooks, technical books and articles and
anything dealing with ™N.Z. motoring history. Early
garage and agents records or even any “old timer’s”™ re-
miniscences would also be very welcome and make valu-
able additions to Club Library. If vou have any of
the abeve would you please contact G, H. Hall. 401
Bower Ave., MNorth Brighton, Christchurch.

Classified Advertisements

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
RATES

CLUB MEMBERS: Free for first three lines (approx.
25 words); thereafter 1/- per line (B words),

MNOM-MEMBERS: 5/- for first three lines or less; there-
after 1/- per line.

To be accepled all advertisements must be typed and
be accompanied by the necessary remiltance and must
be in the hands of the Editor not later than the 15th
day of the month before publication date.

Special display advertisements of cars for sale com-
plete with photos may be inserted at special and wvery
reasonable rales, for details of which service write to
the Editor.

FOR SALE: 1927 Arrol-lohnston Saloon 159 4 cylinder
4 speeder. Mechanical order good. Tyres fnir. Body
horrible, £50 ono. Tom Tavlor, c¢/o St Andrew's
College, Christchurch,

FOR SALE: 1914 Humber 10.2 h.p. S-seater Touring
Car, in original condition though paintwork is now
sad. Overall winner Dunedin-Brighton 1955, very com-
plete equipment, well shod, and complete with spare
engine and 2 radiators, A, A. Anderson, 20 Hackthorne
Road, Christchurch,

FOR SALE: 1927 4% litre Bentley, fitted with speed
model 3 litre engine. Drophead Coupe by Mavihorne
and Son in fine order. Engine fully overhauled with
new pistons. Back axle now siripped. Price £200 “as 15"
or £250 with repaired axle. A. A. Anderson, 20 Hack-
thorne Road, Christchurch,

FOR SALE: 6 tvres, 600 x 21, one pood tread, rest
retreadable or suitable for spares, offers or swap for
33 x 5, Front axle type 57 1919 Cadillac, with or
without 2lin wheels and splined hubs, Also 4 wheels
and 2 hubs ditto, and Solex wpdravght carb.. suit
Austin, etc.. 1926, M. McMillan, 54 Methuen Road.
Avondale, Auckland, Phone 88-814.

WANTED: Two knock-on wheels to fit a 1910 Daracy.
24in rim takes 815 x 105 tyres, has 48 splines in hub.
Rims would do, but prefer complete wheels. Urgently
required. ). R. Lindsayv, 31 Filleul Street, Invercargill.

FOR SALE: Minerva, six-seater Tourer, Magnificent
Touring Car. £195, Apply A, W. Luxton, 19 Brock-
worth Place, Riccarton, Christchurch.

WANTED TO BUY: Single Cylinder Cadillac Motor,
Radiator. Steering Box. Contact J. B. R. Loughnan,
495 Durham Street, Christchurch. Phone 60-211.

INFORMATION: Anvone wanting early V8 Cadillac
parts is asked lo get in touch with V.C.C. Member
5. ). Sampson, 3 Elizabeth Street, Christchurch.
Anyone wanting early 4 cvlinder Cadillac parts please
get in touch with V.C.C. Member 1. L. Wilkins, 42
Weston Road. Christchurch,

FOR SALE: Unic, about 1913 C.K.D., condition, body-
work only suitable for patterns. A very rare car
Price £10, Apply 1. B. R. Loughnan, 495 Durham
Street, Christchurch. Phone 60-211.



When the old ladies heﬁﬁl s'unﬁ.l;. B

HE annual Veteran Car Bun from London

to Brighton. irreverently termed “The Old

Crock<" Race.” i= alwavs preceded by a

numhber of lobricalion enguirvies from
drivers of vinlage cars,

E

Castrol Headyuarters recently received one such
enguiry regarding the corvect tvpe of grease for
the big-ends of an 1899 Benz. A check vevealed
that. unlike those of a modern car. the big-ends
of this ancienl Benz theash aromnd in the fresh
air. railway engine fashion. and are fitted with
grease cups. Castrolease Heavy was suggested and
the grand old lady areived =afely al the southern
resorl.

The point is. of cowrse. when information was
wanled aboul lubrication the Specialists were the
logical people to ask. 1t is equally logical that
Castrol Motor Ol the product of specialists in
lubrivation. is the best oil for vour car.
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as fong as Tyres are on Ve road —

Dunteyp wilt hold The lead /

60 years ago when the law required a red flag to be carried in
front of a motor car on every road DUNLOP made the finest tyres.

Today cars and roads have changed but DUNLOP still make the
finest tyres.

TUBELESS AND CONVENTIONAL

DUNLOPE NEW

ZEALAND LIMITED




