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S ditozial

It is now a long time since Veleran and Vintage people in
this country have had to deal with the difficult problem of
the hybrid car. This Club has set a rigid boundary to both
Veteran and Vintage periods, defining a Veleran car as one
manufactured prior to December 3lst 1918 and a Vintage car
as one manufactured between January Ist 1919 and December
Ilst 1931,

The Club has declined o accept as Vintage, cars which may
be classed as “post-vintage thoroughbreds” or cars which in
principle, design and manufacture appear to follow the Vintage
tradition. The reason for this attitude lies chiefly in a desire
to eliminate arbitrary and ill-defined limits settled in most
cases by persons and not by a rigid and abstract line of
demarcation,

Thiz Club has se far found no difficulty in running its
cevents and competitions on these lings and has been helped
greatly by those who have so conscientiously ecarried out their
duties as scrutineers and judges at events, The task has been
comparatively easy to sort the non-conforming sheep [rom the
Veteran and Vintage “goats” but the task which will not be so
easy and which must sooner or later present itself to the Club
will be that of determining when a Veteran or Vintage car is
eligible or not for its respective class or when it 15 a “hybrid™
that is composed of Veteran or Yintage and modern parts or
some combination of both or all.

In other words, who is (o say when a Veteran car is not a
Veteran or a Vintage car not Vintage through virtue of the
admixture of some part which does not conform to the basic
period of manufaciure of the car,

This problem arose some years ago in the Club then known
as the New Zealand Sports Car Club which had an enthusiastic
core of Vinlage types and which offered for competition in
speed events a Vintage trophy. We do not know what solution
was reached, if any, but we do know thal there was a great
controversy over the maller.

The problem strikes at the very root of the Vintage creed
and it would seem that the time is ripe for the Club as a
whole o consider the problem, and to try to find some work-
able solution. Do we belicve that all Veteran and Vintage
cars ure incapable of improvement and should not be altered
or modified or do we acknowledge their short-comings in
design and manufacture bul say thal we accept them as they
were intended to be? Do we consider that obvious defects in
design and manufacture should be remedied by modifications
and il necessary by the incorporation of modern parts even if
substantial in size or importance. Here we must take care to
distinguish between replacement parts of recent manufacture
and actual modern parts installed as modifications. Do we seek
engineering perfection al any price or do we accepl whal was



intended to be for what it is and no more. Do we magnify
the imperfections of our cars or admire and enjoy their virtues,
accepting them for what their creator intended. Certain small
modifications may be dictated by necessity and because exact
replacement of the original part is impossible (eg. wheel
conversions), such modifications must be accepled even if
with regret. What we must determine though is our attitude
to intentional modifications not dictated by the necessily of
replacing some vital part of a car but executed merely to
satisfy some whim of the owner. What would members think
of a 12/30 Alvis fitted with a modern 4-cvlinder sports-car
motor because the owner considered it a more efficient power

unit. That such a thing has not happened is perhaps fortuna
and probably speaks well for the purist spirit of membe
(some evil people would attribute it 1o a mere lack of financ
but the possibility that such sacrilege will be committed
never far removed and we must be prepared to deal with
when it does occur.

Some members have strong views on this subject and it
to be hoped thal their views will be aired in the correspondens
column; all members should have some views and these shou
be made known for they are of paramount importance (o
future administration of this Club, This problem affects o
very life-blood—it must be faced and solved,

Northern Natter . .

by Chet Parker
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A new feature of Club life that has been hamstrung
1o a degree by weather conditions. is the monthly club
run. This takes place every second Sunday of the month
and will not conflict if possible with major club events.

However, there is plenty of time vet to get organized
on these pleasant evenis when summer really starts. and
when more cars turn oul.

At Henderson recently was held the first of what
should become another importani annual event in the
form of an “Improvement Concours™ to be held purely
within Club ranks to give members a lead and an
insight into how their cars compare, and how generally
the keen restorers are progressing, This first event had a
fairly meagre response, but it might be that the announce-
ment rather scared some members who are not prepared
to bring cars up to a good standard (e.g. those who own
Vintage cars but turn oul in moderns!—Ed.).

The cars of note recently acquired by members, and
cars 1o change hands are we think of as much interest
as information regarding the regulars, Let us dwell on
the promising discovery of a Davis tourer, a Bullnose
Morris, and a 1923 Buick, by member Paisley of National
Park. The re-appearance of the ex Philips, ex Lumt
Vauxhall in the keen hands of new member Earl. Inci-
dentally, the nice D type 1920 Vauxhall that George
Gilltrap had in captivity is now in the hands of Mr
Thomson of Putarurn, and he is busy restoring it
Howie McMeekin has acguired a really luxurious
Packard 8 limousine of 1935 to augment his stable, and
this car may truly be termed a classic.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

A good muster in the Sunday School Union Hall saw

our third A.G.M. o a satisfactory conclusion. Quile a
few issues were discussed and a good team assembled for
the 1957 /58 season although only a handful volunteered
their services for Club office, Popular president, Horace
Robinson stood down from nomination as President for
1957 /58, as he intends 1o make a trip to UK. early next
vear. Bernard McGinn was elected as President and
Morm Adams as Sccretary. Chet Parker was elected to
the office of Club Captain, and the balunce of the team
for the new season consists of Peter Maxwell, Man
Francis, Jim Francis, John Irvine and Ron Moses from
whom we anticipale many progressive ideas in the
months o come.

OTOROHANGA RUN

As guests of the Waitomoe Car Club, half a dozen
club cars headed for Otorohanga, one hundred and
twenty miles south of Auckland to compete in a Gym-
khana on the local reserve, and later to make a display
as o background 1o the town's sports events for Com-
munity Week.

The lucky volunteers for the trip had a great lime
as guests of the locals, and sampled that brand of
hospitality so natural 1o country towns. Unfortunately, a
suspicious sound in the works of the Sunbeam saloon,
caused Morm Adams and Peter Maxwell to turn back,
but the others had a trouble free run,

The Rhode two-seater of Ernie Bricknell and friend.
the Bentley of Glassic Gray with C. Parker as co-driver.
the Sunbeam of Warren Johansen. the Bickerton 20760
Vauxhall and the McKeating family in the Silver Ghost
were all among those present at this outing.



We are pleased to publish in this issue Dick Messen-
ger's account of events in England. and we look forward
to a regular flow of news from him,

Our other stalwart overseas traveller, George Gilltrap,
has not written at all. but will be home soon, and no
doubt will tell us all about it!

CAREY PARK PICNIC-CONCOURS by Ron Moses

Amid the beautiful native bush and mountain streams
of Carey Park, Henderson, a dozen-odd Vintage cars
paraded on Saturday, 12th October, after a night of
storm and tempest, for a combined pienic and concours,

The turn-out of cars included the Vice-president on a
new mount & completely original P.V.T. Sunbeam
I8 h.p. saloon, M. and W, Dickens with Norm Adams
former Sunbeam tourer, Moses and Lawrence in the
well-known 1919 Daimler, Miss More’s nicely kept 1929
Standard 10, E. and J. Alton’s 1929 Dodge, W. Hickey's
respectable preen Ford A, Phil Jones on a Ford A,
R, Oldfield’s De Soto. and J. Irvine's pleasant 14/75
Alvis.

The only early Vintage types to put in an appearunce,
other than the 1919 Daimler, were a 1923 Ansaldo and
E. Bricknell’s pretty little 1924 Rhode, Of Veterans there
was, alas, not a single one,

Although the Auckland weather has of lale been
unsettled, it is about time, we think. that a few more
of the Club’s cars prepared to sally forth from winter
guarters to justify the preparation that has to go into
these oulings. So get “cracking™ all the keen types, and
let’s have your support!

We were delighted to welcome a keen northern mem-
ber, Mr Vic McCready, who made a pilgrimage of 170
miles from Kaikohe to atiend the event, and generously
undertook 1o assist with the judging. This was soon
completed, and disclosed that though the numbers of
cars was limited, the standard with but two exceplions
was a high one,

This most enjoyable occasion concluded with after-
noon tea, and a talk by the Vice-president on restor-

ation work, and the condition and appearance expected
of cars belonging 1o our Club,

Results—0Overall winmer: M. Adams, 1932 Sunbeam
PN.T. Vintage Category: st place, M. and W. Dickens,
1928 Sunbeam; 2nd place, Moses and Lawrence, 1919
Daimler; 3rd place, E. and J, Allton, 1929 Dodge.

THE LONG, LONG TRAIL TO A VETERAN

DELAGE
by tim Francis

On the 12th Junc 1946, a cold winter's night, 1 was
reading the Auckland Star’s “Cars for Sale” column.
When 1 reached the “Ds", 1 saw a Durant at £5, in
Otahuhu, the town in which I live. | couldn't get there
fast enough—on my push bike! With the aid of a torch,

I didn’t take long to find the house. The owner camé
to the door; but before | had more than a few minutes
conversation with him, | noticed two other probable
prospective customers arriving at the gate. So, after
a merely quick glance at the car, 1 said I would ake it
Then, off 1 went to find a friend who would be willing
to tow the Durant with his car. By this time, there were
more cars stopping outside the house—1 had just made it.

The Durant had no tvres, so the first job was 1o wrap
rope round the rims; she was not casy to tow behind
a Morris Eight. Next dav, 1 inspected my purchase in
more detail. She was a four cvlinder tourer of about
1924 vintage, fitted with 23in rims, The motor was seized
up, 50 the next job was a frecing-up process, | took out
all the plugs and filled the cylinders with kerosene and
oil, then left them for two weeks. At the end of that
time, after much hauling on the crank-handle, 1
managed to free her. [ removed the head, did the valves,
replaced the exhaust valves, put in a set of rings, and
only had a few bolts left over! The molor ran like a
charm; but the Durant had no tyres o run on. Now the
search for tyres began; [ tried every garage in and around
Auckland without success. Advertising was the next
step, when | received only one replv—from the owner
of a Delage fitted with 23in tyres.

During the following weekend | went (o see him, and
found he had just removed the original body and re-
placed it with a van body to use on camping trips. |
measured the tvres, which proved to be only 221in
and not in good order. However, the little Delage had
taken my eve. | liked its brass radiator and low honnet.
I couldn’t resist asking if the whole vehicle was for sale.
Finally we agreed on a price, and arranged that | should
take delivery in a week's time. As [ did not reguire both
the Durant and the Delage, I advertised the Durant,
without tyres, A purchaser came, he had four brand new
tyres with him. As spon as the tyres were fitted away
went the Durant to Henderson,

I was looking forward to Sunday, when the Delage
would come home. She was just what | wanted. My
Mother and Father cume with me in their car in case
1 should need a tow. Firstly, before driving it on the
road, we had to get some air into the tvres. The front
tvres had long splits in them, 50 out came some insul-
ation tape. Before we finished, we had bound six rolls
around them; it worked wonderfully, Mexi, we had a
look at the benzine, then put oil in the tank. As it is
dry feed. it pumps through the motor and back 1o the
tank (or should I say out the stern). After a few cranks
she roared into life. The previous owner showed me
how to work the gears, wished me luck, and watched
me head for home.

Once we were oul on the road, down went my foot,
then 1 remembered (o look behind to see if my Father
and Mother were following, 1 couldn’t se¢ a thing for
smoke; all the cars behind had Lo slacken speed. If the
little Delage had taken part in the last war. it would
have ended much sooner,

We will carry on a little further in the next issue,



Road Test No. 12

It has been maintained in some circles that Yauxhalls
ceased to exist after the old company was bought out
in 1926 by General Motors.

I would like to point out at the beginning of this
road test, that Vauxhalls buill in the best vintage
tradition most certainly did exist, but in a differemt
guise from the old firm's cars. One of these cars is o
be tested in this article, a 1929, 209 h.p. 20/60, owned
by Mr C. W. Harper of Dunedin,

It musi be remembered at the start that these cars
were in no way sporting vehicles, bul tended more to-
wards the semi-luxury line, and in this field, acquitted
themselves very well, Colin’s car is possibly one of the
best conditioned examples of this model left, and when
I took it over for the test he explained to me that it was
his only car and it was used regularly every day for
business and during the weekends for his family, and
had been doing this service for some years with no more
attention than regular maintenance. At the dale of tesi-
ing. the car had completed about 105000 miles,

The first thing about this motor car, which sirikes one
i5 the attention lo detail, the manufacturers having
spared nothing on giving it a very comfortable five-seater
saloon body. Leather upholstery is used throughout, even
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20/60 Vauxhall

by I. G. 5, Sharpe

on the door pancls, and the front bucket seats, especially
the driver’s, are very comfortable, the inside lighting
functions on opening the doors and all interior wood-
work 5 in walnut.

The driver iz confronted by a massive four-spoked
steering wheel, the usual right-hand brake and a cen-
trally puai_!ianed gear lever which | felt was a little out
of place with the rest of the car and controlling it with
its guite long uncertain travel could prove a tedious
business. The instrument panel is laid oul on a black
metal backing inset into a walnut dashboard, and con-
lains specdometer, oil pressure gauge, ignition light.
ammeter and clock; a Hobson telgauge was also present
but, as is usual with this instrument. it had long since
ceased 1o function,

Briefly set out, the specifications of this T. series 20/60
Vauxhall reads as follows, The engine is a six cvlinder
the block being cast integral with the crankcise and
iwo overhead valves per cylinder are mounted vertically
in the detachable cylinder head and are operated by
conventional long push rods and rockers. The crank-
shaft is carried in seven main bearings lubricated under
pressure by a gear pump skew driven from the cenlre
of the camshaft and this also positively lubricates big




ends, camshaft bearings and overhead rocker gear. The
bore and stroke are 75mm x 110mm giving a capacity
of 2916ce. The gearbox is in unit with the engine and
provides four forward speeds and reverse, the drive being
taken from it via an open propeller shaft with Hardy
Spicer universal joints 1o a conventional spiral bevel rear
axle giving an ultimate ratio of 4.73 1o 1. This particular
car has, however, suffercd a disaster to its onginal crown
wheel and pinion and now sports an Oakland unit giving
the same ratio,

Dealing with the chassis, this is equipped with large
dizmeter and quite efficient brakes on all four wheels,
the handbgake operating on the transmission. Stecring
is by a Marles patent cam and roller proprictary unil.
Colin’s particular car is fitted with wire wheels in place
of the more usual sankeys and also has Luvax Bijur one
shot chassis lubrication which still functions extremely
efficiently, Springing needless to say is by semi-elliptics
all round. The track measures 4ft 83in at the front and
4ft Bin at the rear and the tyre size is 5.25 x 20, The
whole car scales just on 35 cwl emply.

The footbrake adjustments are interesting, the front
briakes being adjustable by a hand wheel on the top of
the king pin which is connected by means of a shaft
through the hollow king pin to a wedge working between
two rollers, By simply serewing the adjustment down the
rollers are separated and correct clearances maintained,
On the road this proved to be particularly handy and
very guick.Finally the electrical department consists of
a Delco Remv coil system with a semi-automatic
advance retard lever on the steering wheel which looks
after ignition. All other electrical equipment s of Lucas
L'Il'lgll'l. ¥

One’s first impression upon taking the controls of the
car is the gearbox noise in the indirects (Colin has been
trying in wvain to obiain another box, so far without
success), but once in top gear ability to think is restored
and the car is very quiet and runs smoothly with only
the fainlest sugpgestion of a whine from the differential.
50 m.p.h, seems 1o be the most pleasant cruising speed
und ane has the impression that it could maintain this
speed virtually endlessly, There is still however, plenty of
power in hand and a maximum of between 70 and T35
m.p.h. could be obtained quite readily.

The considerable total weight and fairly “woolly™
characteristics of the engine do not make for sparkling
performance in hill climbing and with the fairly low
and well sgaced indirect pears one must be patient until
fatter country is reached agnin and 50-55 m;ph. aver-
apes can once more be indulged in. These speeds are
accompanied by the peace of mind engendered by the
knowledge that the braking is powerful enough to cope
with any emergency.

After some quiet driving on scaled roads it was
decided to try some rough patches and here again the
car acguitied itsell with credit. The suspension handled
the change in conditions with ¢ase and the car rode
superbly; very little rolling was encountered on the
corners since the springing, although by no means rigid.

is reasonably firm und is controlled by shock absorbers
which seem able to cope with any demands made upon
them, It was found that the steering was fairly heavy
combined with a slight spongey fecling which. in its
turn led to a fecling of insccurity on anything approach-
ing a fast bend, However, these factors may have been
due 1o incorrect pressures in the fronmt tyres and lack
of oil in the steering box since both these faults were
detected at the conclusion of the test

Unlike so many vintage saloons there is no trace of
body weave in this car and particularly noticeable was
the fact that the radiator and the bulk head remained
perfectly steady under rough conditions instead of
moving in relation to each other as can be seen in the
older Vauxhalls whose chassis are not braced to the
same extent as this one. (This co-operation between
radiator and bulkhead must have been disconcerting for
a Bentley driver—Ed.).

Even upon short acgoaintance the 20/60 Vauxhall
impresses itself vpon one as being a most desirable
vehicle and one which still shows considerable attention
to detail, The manufacturers have placed their reliance
upon producing a semi-luxury car (priced at £785 new)
which is beautifully finished, of moderate performance
and extreme ease of maintenance; there can be no doubt
that in this they have succeeded exceptionally well, The
T. series 20060 Vauxhall iz built in the best vintage
traditions “properly proclaiming its value by substance
alone and not by meretricions ornamentation.”
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W. JONES
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Steam Coming Up

To some readers of “Beaded Wheels” part of the
charm and thrill of vintage motoring lies in the constant
and rather intriguing sense of the "unexpected” which
accompanies those who journey in such wvehicles. The
rials and errors inseparable from pioneer moloring
provide the “challenge™ that makes the successiul con-
clusion of any journey by vintage car all the sweeter,
both in fulfilment and in retrospect.

To the steam enthusiast much the same exhilaration
was always at hand, with perhaps the added hazards to
be negotiated before even a wheel could be turned, this
thrown in for good value,

In the early vears of this ceéntury when the British
Empire was de facto and when Britannia ruled the
waves, some ften armoured cruisers joined the feet.
Known as the “County Class™ these ships lived on 1o
earn honourable record in World War 1. Long before
1914 two of their number were employed as scagoing
training cruisers, in which cadets served for nine months
before joining the first seagoing ships in the fleet,

Each of these ships carried as their principle link
with the shore a “fifty-six foot picket boat”™, These boats
were designed to carry an offensive armament of a
3-pounder gun and two torpedoes which could be
released by suitable dropping gear. They were therefore
strongly built and weighed some 18 tons; and for their
size and time were powerfully engined and fast. They
were fitted with a small 3-drum water tube boiler and
sel of 250 h,p. compound engines, so that they could
steam at 13 knots or close to il

Roilers, engines and auxiliaries were well designed and
beautifully fitted examples of machinery and o passage
to and from the shore in a “fifty-six footer™ was quite
an experience, ¢specially in a foreign harbour, with the
White Ensign flving astern. or, in anylhing like a seaway.

There was, however, at least in the training exercises,
another side to the story in which the cadets were, in
rolation, cast for the role of “Lighters up and Raisers
of Steam.” Working in pairs, this doty was timed to
stact at 0400 with some 2} hours allowed 1o raise a full
head of steam (250 Ib) from cold, and te finish carly
enough for the boat to be ready for the 0630 shore Irip,
upon which, in turn, depended the supply of fresh milk,
mail, supplies and other details necessary (o the good
order of the ship’s harbour rouline.

By the time the wheel of fortune had stopped at the
door of the present writer und his mate, there had been
several failures to make the grade in this exercise, with
the result that the remainder were well on their toes
not only lo ecseape the ignominy of failure, bul lo gain

by H. B. Andersont

a modicum of points for “practical time™ in o not far
distant series of examinations,

Accordingly, in the year of King George V's coron-
ation, on a fine July morning in the peace and stillness
of S5t Georges Bay, Newfoundland, two figures appear
on deck and proceed about their business, One checks
the stern mooring rope while his mate goes over the
lower boom, hauls up the boat by the lazy painter and
gets aboard, to be joined shortly after by his partner.

In the boiler room two emply canleen packing cascs
have been thoughtfully left by the Stoker P.O. of the
boat’s day crew.

Mow, Welsh steam coal, as used in H.M. ships of the
duy, whilst a most efficient fuel, needs a good deal of
heat to pet it started and a fair draught to Keep it
alight, The experience of previous failures had impressed
on the minds of the present group not to feed her with
coitl oo early or too much, and yet the two packing
cases did not scem to provide an overflowing supply of
starter, Reflecting gloomily on these obvious hazards, a
thin layer of priming coal was laid on the bars (as
detailed in the book) and by means ef the usual wad of
oily cotton waste the wood was soon well alight. With
the wood supply going fast, the great decision had Lo
be taken—Welsh coal. how much and when? There was
no doubt as 1o the second part of the guestion; it was
now or never, but unfortunately at this peint the optimist
overdid his part; a handful too much, and the beautiful
glowing fire settled to a nasty, cheerless dark mass, in
fact our record making steam raiser had degenerated in
a few seconds into an immediale menace Lo socicly,
Time was moving on and things had to be done guickly.
Feeding the remaining wood into the centre of the fire,
where hope still remained, the red glow gradually re-
spread, helped, we are sorry to record, with carefully
applied doses from the eéngine room oil can. Shortly, a
very faint hissing came from the main stop valve, which
had been =lightly eased off its seat, and a few minutes
later 5 Ib of steamn was showing on the gauge, By this
time the wood supply was exhausted and another big
decision was ahead—could we start the fan engine. This
guestion was soon seftled; with 15 b on the gauge the
engine gol away and the efect of the small air pressure
was eleetric, Qur good Welsh coal, hitherto leoked on as
Public Enemy Mo, 1, became our loval and true friend
and the ncedle in the pressure gauge crept up steadily
s0 that feed pump and condenser circulating pump could
be warmed through and started. From this point on the



rest was casy and the routine jobs of opening drains.
warming through main engines, oiling main and auxiliary
beurings, etc., to the final thrill of “taking a turn or two
on the mains™ were the acts of carefree enthusiasis. As
the duly crew came aboard to take over, the stoker PO,
looked at his pressures 230 steam, 24in vacuum, and
lastly a look at the, by now, thick and well spread fire,
his *ad a pood run this morning” seemed o sum up
the situation, or did it?

Many vears later a somewhat similar experience fell
to the present writer’s lot, and this lime the subject of
the steam raising efforts was a “tandem quick reverse
steam road roller,”

Some four vears after World War I new road making
methods were coming into use and these included “hot
mix" and “penetration” for scaling road surfaces with
the now familiar bitumen covering. The conventional
J-wheeled type steam road rollers, whilst excellent for
base courses and foundations of macadam roads, were
soon found to be too heavy and slow for smoothing out
the “hot mix” materials to the very fine and smooth
finish required for modern motor transport., For the
purpose, therefore, the Quick Reverse Tandem Roller
was  designed. They were fitted with vertical boilers
supplying steam to double cylindered horizontal simple
engines reversed by a “differential valve”, This arrange-
ment gave a very smooth and quick reversing movement,
and a steam steering engine was an added refinement
which made the machine very handy and easy to control,
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In a Flash
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tect it from future deterioration.
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CO. LTD.
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In due course a “Tandem Quick Reverse” was sold to
a city in the South, and upon its delivery the usual form
of handing over to its new owners was sel about. A
clause in the specification stipulated that the machine
had to maintain a speed of 3 m.ph. for a distance of at
least one mile when burning coke produced by the City
Gas Works, which, from memory, had a calorific value
of 11,000 BT.U."s per lb.

Unfortunately, at the handing over trial the machine
failed to carry out its test and this fact was conveyed Lo
the supplier in a rather dramatically worded telegram
which also related the fact that “Findlayson was trailing
with stop watch.” Meedless to say, Findlayvson was a
member of the opposition firm whose tender for the
supply of the machine had been unsuccessful,

As the present writer was on his way to the “City of
the South™ it fell to his lot to see what could be done
to meet the situation. It appeared that, on some close
investigation into the first trial, that the trouble had
réally begun when the water level in the boiler had, some
half way through the trial, got very low and that when
the injector had been started the steam pressure fell
50 Ik in a matter of seconds, this resulting in the mach-
ine fizzling out about the halfway mark. This, together
with the call on steam for the steering engine at the
halfway mark had ended in disaster.

Accordingly, the 0400 routine was again sel in motion
and, accompanied by the veteran road roller driver,
steam raising was set about.

This time, with active memory of St Georges Bay
days, the awful black mass in the firebox was avoided
and by 6 a.m, when the trial was due to start, the roller
presented itself with three-quarter water level, a good
thick fire (were a few lumps of coke mor from the
Corporation gas works?) and a full head of steam, The
City Engineer, complete with notebook and stop watch,
read out the “rules of the game™ in best referee siyle,
and accompanied by a couple of milk Aoats and a crowd
of small early risers, we were off. To the halfway point,
the scene of previous disaster. all seemed o wo well,
steam pressure held, the pace wis a pood fast walker
and, above all, the water had only gone back to the
half glass, At the turn, in order to husband the steam
supply, a good wide sweep was made and by good
chance the small reduction in speed seemed 1o offset the
claims of the steering engine, so that the second lap
started again with full pressure.

The return journey was even better, as a very slight
downhill grade some 300 vards from the finishing point
brought the steam to nearly blowing off point, and here
the injector was started, Earlier this might have been
fatal, but a drop of 20 Ib or so meant nothing at this
stage, and the line was crossed in 17 min. 20 sec. or
2 min. 40 sec. in hand.

It is greatly to be regretted that our friendly rival,
Findlayson., was not a good carly riser, as undoubtedly
his presence would have given the scenc added lustre,



Six Hundred Miles by Motor Car by LD

EXTRACT FROM “THE NELSON GIRLS' COLLEGIAN,” Vol. IX. JUNE 1908, No. |

Fram Dennis King comes this mose interesting story of an incredible joarney in 1908 from Nelyon to Christchurch,
Ax vou will see froom the article the jowrney was fraught with hazards at every corner, there being o diztinet lack of
bridees over the numerous rivers o be crossed and the roads practically non existent, We reprint this article with the
kind permission of the Principal of Nelson Girls' College and regret we cannet unearth greater details on the Cadillac
apart from being a Model M. The driver wax Mr W. G, Vioning who subseguenily mode very many frips to Christ-
church in a Unic. The pussengers, a Mrs Williams, who fater became the firss woman taxi deiver in New Zealond.
starting off with horse caby omd later groduasing to Model T's, Mrs Humphreies of whom we unfortunately know
nothing, and Miss Hunter-Brown whe wrote the article and has recently poassed away.—Ed,

We woke on Thursday, 26th of March 1908, to the
sound of pouring rain, but in spite of discournging
reports from Blenheim, decided to start on our journey,
So at 11 am. we dashed down Collingwood Streer, and
our adventures: began.

We reached the Rai Falls without gelling very wet,
and had a late lunch there, but did net delay a moment
more than necessary, as the roads were very bad and
progress slow, The benzine tank was filled at Brownlees'
neir Havelock, then the rain began to descend in real
carnest, and we found the use of a man’s large umbrella
which we had purchased for four and six zt the last
moment.

By the time we reached the turn-off, where one road
called the “Tuamarina Track™ winds round the bluffs of
the Wairau River instead of crossing it, it was growing
dark, and our pace sobered down gradually to a wary
erawl. Qur chauffeur did not know the road well, and was
very blind at night, so everybody glued their eves o
the road: 1 kept up a rapid fire of advice and warning,
until by our united efforts we got off the dangerous
cuttings in safety and headed up to Blenheim. Still the
rain descended in sheets and one could only see a yard
ahead, so we cautiously waited for the train lo cross the
railway bridge before we ventured on 1o it. Impatient
then and very wel, the driver put on a little pace quile
forgetting the road took a sharp turn at the end of the
bridge, until a warning shout made him put on the
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emergency brake, just as our [ront wheels disappeared
into the caltle stops with a jerk; mercifully the back
wheels were still on terra firma so we presently backed
out, and ten minutes later were regarding the post office
clock in the Square which said 8.15 p.m.

At 1130 next dav in rapidly clearing weather we
began the second stage of our journey, and travelled
through Starborough now called Seddon, and then Flax-
bourne. which until the railway is accomplished refuses
1o call itself Ward, We were told that we could never
negotinte the Flaxbourne Hills, as they were feet deep
in mud and new gravel—but we had only one check and
were then helped out by a friendly roadman who showed
us how to use tussock to give a grip to the wheels.

Coming to the Ure River, which was so dry that we
could not even get a drink, the road emerges on the
sea coast, with Cape Campbell close on the lefi, and
from then on to Kaikoura follows the coast-line,

We paid a visit to the Woodside Homestead, and then
pressed on FTor Kekerangu feeling quite confident about
“The Slip”. as they call a bad ever-sliding picce of road
about half-a-mile long. But ten feet from the end of it
we stuck. All hands o work promptly, and we tried the
roadman’s tussock, dug the mud from the wheels, got
our block and tackle and pulled till we were tired and
the iron pin bent double, but all to no purpose, and al
last just as it grew dark two of us set out on the three
mile walk to Mr Rutherford's homestead. He was very

“The Kaikoura Coost road presented no  problem.”



“Horsepower through the Kowhaoi River cided the Codillac on its journey.”

kind and several men with an enormous cart horse went
to the rescue, and about 9,15 the motor and its rémain-
ing occupants arrived at the Accommodation House,
tired but entirely happy,

Here again we mel croakers who chiefly expatiated on
the terrors of the Hapuka. but we were Sceptical and
left next day in heavenly weather and bubbling spirits.
Adventures began early. for a mile or two brought us
to the Devil’s Elbow which we were told we couldn't
scale without a horse, and I must say we felt a little
doubtful as we regarded it and noted the depth of the
mud on its surface, There was only one hope and we
collected armsfull of dry flax and tussock and made a
track in the mud, then, one to drive the engine, three o
push and, hurray! she moved! slowly by inches we pot
up. always relaving the fax ahead of the wheels, and
thear was the engineering triumph of the Irip; we were
puffed up with pride all dav. But it was hard work, and
on reaching “The Shades” we were thankful of tea,
while in return we regaled the household with our
exploits,

We had dinner at Clarence Bridge Accommodation
House which is full of relics of the wreck of the
“Tairoa™ in 1886. and then lovely roads and scenery
favoured us till we sighted the Hapuka, dreaded by the
whole Coast population. Some Maoris came to our
pssistance, and soon there was a large gathering of all
sizes and ages along the bank, and after two of the
party had crossed in a gig, the horse was harnessed (o
the motor, got safely to the middie of the river and then
stuck hopelessly against huge boulders, Two kind cyelists
came along and helped to move the obstruction. and
after about an hour’s delav the plucky little Cadillac
came bumping up the bank with waler pouring oul in
all directions, and the Maori children raised a cheer,
The two remaining members of the parly rode across,
and the sight of one provoked a shout from the opposite
bank of “Oh! Hey! she make jolly fine jockey!™ and
we felt that we had at least provided the Hapuka Maoris
with an afternoon’s amusement.

Conteary o expectations the motor started without
demur, and ran the remaining six miles into Kaikoura in
fing style,

Here the coach-driver was most emphatic that the
road 1o Christchurch was quite impossible for us, but
we decided 1o go on till we could get no further, and
brilliant weather favoured us next day.

First the Kowhai, and a horse to pull us through,
which resulted in an excellent photograph; next Stormy
Creck and ancther horse; next Crib Creck which the
car managed alone while the three passengers swarmed
over on Lhe sheep fences: and then the tiny Lynlon
where she stuck fast. In all cases it was the sofll sandy
bottoms and nol the water that gave trouble, and this
time we got ourselves out with sacks, planks and manuka.
Kind friends at Lynton Downs gave us dinner, and sent
@ horse to help us over the Kohautern, The scemery all
along this part of the road is wonderful, with the
Kaikouras close above the road, which climbs great
cuttings such as the “Forty Corners™ and dips into decp
mysterious river ravines with sheer bluffs rising high
on each side. Such was the Charwell where again we
had a horse for the motor, and two of us waded the
many sireams, while the third rode the horse of a
friendly shepherd. It was just dark when we reached
the Conway Accommodation House, and we rose in the
dark next morning that we might have plenty of time
for the famous “Conway Culting”, It ook two men and
two horses to gel the car up that precipice on the other
side of the river, and then one of the men rode with us
% miles to the Upper Mazon where there was 3 miles
of water and river-bed to get through, Fortunately the
horse did pot mind the engine. so it was kepl going all
the time a2nd Douglas (the Conway man) sat at case in
the motor and drove! Quaint sights were 1o be seen in
thiz river bed, even a treble-banking of the long suffer-
ing “Jim"” with Douglas in front. and 1wo women asiride
behind him; but the ditliculties were being surmounted
all o quickly, There followed a stick in the Wandel
and a haul out by a team; the Lotlery with a ride in
the roadman’s curt with the molor towed behind; and
the Lower Mason with a pair of draught horses for the
car and a friendly shepherd for us, and then joy! Waiau
was before ws and a telegraph office, where we sent
excited messages announcing the fact that the first motor
car had practically made the journey from MNelson to



Christchurch. Very little remained to be done—only the
Pahau and Waipara to be crossed, and 10 a.m. next day
saw the very busingss-like and travel-stained little car in
Cathedral Square, with the proud record of not o single
delay or mishap on the way.

Three days later we turned our faces homeward, and
it was evident at once that we would have a much easier
time for not only were the rivers much lower, but the
rosadmen had made fords and almost effaced the effects
of the recent Mood—morcover the grades are much
casicr on the northward journey, One river afler another

we crossed without help, and the Upper Mason, Conway,
Charwell and Hapuka were the only places on the whaole
journey where we required assistance, not even the Slip
proving any difficulty.

Only one day’s rain was met with, but the four and
sixpenny umbrella earned its purchase money as a shelter
from the southerly squalls that followed us up the
Coast.

April the Bth saw us back in Melson, and the com-
pletion of what was surely the jolliest trip four people
ever had.

A Rarity — The Owen

Recently we saw an extremely rare Vintage model—
the fibulous Owen Magnetic. Sad lo relate, it was not
mobile. In fact, a8 major operation has been performed
on it, or more correctly, it has been mercilessly slaught-
ered. One could almost say butchered. lts unigue mag-
netie transmission unit has been removed and converted
into an electric welder. What sacrilege! But still those
cries of “Shame on the vandal.” there are hapes that it
may yel join our ranks as a restoration job of exceeding
rarity. It has been acquired by Wellington V.C.C. mem-
ber Len Southward who hopes. eventually, 1o be able
to “nut out™ the electrical circuits which are of the
order of an ¢lectronic-brain. The all-important magnetic
{ransmission unit is again with the car, but no one as
yet has more than a vague idea of the hook-up.

The ear iself is a fairly large five-passenger tourer
of quite nice lines in the stvle that was once known as
the “torpedo body.” It is a little like s Buick or Stude-
baker of the early 1920°s. The radiator is Veed and the
long bonnel houses a conventional six-cylinder. side-vaive
engine  whose flywheel forms the outer housing
and field-coils of o large generator. The armature of this

generator is coupled to the front end of the drive-shafi.

In top “gear™ the generator is shorted on itselfl and
power is transmitled, magnetically, with only a 4%
slippage, MNeutral is obtained simply by opening the
circuit, Control is by a small lever on a notched quad-
ranl below the steering wheel,

Magnetic

by R. Porter

Simple enough so far, but complications arise when
increased torgue is wanted for starting and hill-climbing.
To obtain this, an electric motor is used. This is a unit
similar to the generator, and mounted immediately
behind it. In the lower ratios the motor is cul into the
generator circuil so that current produced by the “slip-
page” is used to drive the motor and so boost up the
torque,

Both generator and motor are in a massive housing
which more than takes the place of the conventional
clutch and gearbox.

A choice of six ratios is provided on the change-speed
lever, these being obtained by changes in the circuits
and, in the [our lower ratios. by the introduction of
resistances. The intricate multi-pole switch 15 in a fool-
long box beside the sleering gearbox.

Reverse is obtained by a conventional sliding gear
change in a small housing at rear of the electrical units,

Just for good measure, now that we have assimilated
the foregoing, we have to consider the circuits for
batterv charging and engine starting, both of which
functions are also performed by the fAywheel-cums-
generator-motlor-magnetic-transmission  units. For start-
ing, battery current is fed to the generator unit, Then,
provided one remembers to have the brakes on hard,
instead the fields
revolve, The fields are the engine Aywheel, so, ipso

the armature cannol revolve but

facio .., .



Altogether a fascinating idea Tor & transmission, but
whalt was the car like to drive? The previous owners
were not very enthusiastic about it. “You bhad always to
remember 10 have the engine idling before moving the
change lever, otherwise the take-off was violent and we
would break an axle shaft. Only the two highest ‘gears’
were not through resistances and if any of the other
four ratios were used for long on a hill, the resistance
unit would badly overheal and smell VERY HOT. The
engine itsell was prone to overheat, It always boiled on
the trip to Taupo." {Hawkes Bay-Taupo can boil many
less exotic models!)

Anyway, we hope that Len can get the Owen magnetic-
ing agnin some day. Certainly it is now dismembered
and very dead, but at least it has been rescued from an
untimely grave,

Sketch (not to scale) of

Owen Magnetic
Transmission
Lay-out

Can anyone produce the

Wiring Diagram ?
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Recollections of 1000 Miles in 1903

hy Rex Porter

Ax related to Rex Porter by Mr R, H. Every of Carlertos

“Faces badly burnt from several davs of sun, dust
and wind, we suffered agonies in the later stages when,
with a change in the weather. we ran into a bitingly
cold Scotch mist,” Mo, that is not from 4 rfecent Round
Australia trizl, but a memory from the 1000 Miles
Reliability Trial™ in 1903, At that time, Mr R, H. Every,
of Carterlon, was working at the Swilt cycle and motor
works in Coventry, He had been appointed one of the
“observers™ to ride in the cars in the Trial which was
to be in the form of eight conzecutive day trips out from
the grounds of the Crystal Palace, London, to various
coastal towns, and return. Each day trip was to he over
100 miles, An arduous undertaking in view of the roads,
unreliable high-pressure tyres, complete lack of weather
protection, not 1o menlion the ever-present bogey of
mechanical breakdown, However, both makers and
owners were keen 10 display the merits of their machines
and there was no lack of entries, Some 60 or 70 mach-
ines took part, and practically every brand, both steam
and pzrol, were represented,

The frst day's run, Friday. September 18th, was Lo
Margate and back, a total distance of 166 miles. Mr
Every's mount was a Locomobile steamer. 1t ran well
throughout the dav, but had to make numerous halts o
replenish the water supply.

Mext day, seated beside a dashing Frenchman on the
De Dion company's official entry, he made the round
trip to Eastbourne, 120 miles. Chief recollection of this
dav was incessant dust, the Frenchman having drown
a position well back in the convoy. There was no wind-
screen, and goggles had not yet become popular,

The Sunday was a welcome day of rest, but the
following week of riding each day in a different car is
now a mixture of blurred memories. A Darracg and u
Peugeol were two of the makes ridden on, and among
drivers met during the Trial were F. 5. Bennett in his
Cadillac, Chas. Jarrott and Chas. Rolls,

The Observer's duties were 10 keep a careful tlime
record, see that the rules were observed, help the driver
by kecping a waichful eve for Police Traps, and assist

Photo by courtesy B, H, Every

*# D¢ Dion-Bouton ot the start of the second day in the 1903 1,000 Miles Reliability Trial. Mr E. H. Every,
of Carterton, is the Observer. Mote the off-set starting hondle, bulb horn in front of the possenger, the
smooth tread tyres held to the rims by sccurity bolts, and the “noil cotcher’” drogging ogainst the reor tyre.'”




with the ever-present tyre repairs. The latter carried no
penally in points—il was sufficient “penalty™ to have to
mike the repeated roadside repairs invelving as it did
the difficult job of replacing the numercus Security
Bolts and the arduouws task of inflation to 60 or B0
pounds pressure,

On one fine, calm morning during the Trial, all cars
were put through a “Dust Raising” test before leaving
Crystal Palace for the day’s run. The dust nuisance had
become o major problem for the motorist and a cause
of much unfavourable comment from the public gener-
ally. For the test, lour was spread evenly over a seclion
of the grounds and each car was driven al speed over it
The judges then attempted to award points according o
the magnitude of the “cloud” raised. The resulis were
inconclusive except for the certainty of the powdering
administered 1o drivers and vehicles!

Police Traps were very much in evidence throughout
the Trial, but a system of signals was quickly developed
by the competitors, The first to spol a Blue Helmet
partly concealed in a hedge signalled the fact to the
following car by displaying o white handkerchief {on the

gide of the car awnv from the Limb of the Law). This
signal quickly passed buck along the line of cars, unless
obscured by the dust clouds, and, if necessary, brakes
were promptly applied,

In our March jssze we told the story of Mr Every's
success on his motorcycle #t the Hagley Park (Christ-
church) Gas Light Gala in 1901, His association with
that early machine kindled his interest in motors, and
1o learn more about them, he went to England in May
1902, armed with a letter of introduction Lo the Swift
factory, Swilt’s were then just branching oul into car
and motor-cyele building, both with a strong Aavour of
hicycle practice. He was several vears in England and
saw much of thé early struggles in the industry when
cars very often were nol designed as a complete unil,
but rather like Topsy, “just grew,”

“When vou came to fit the carbureltor, like us not,
you found the sieering-box already filling the only suit-
able space. Heated arguments would follow, then a rush
job in the pattern-shop, and yet another brazs casting
would form the latest modification.”

Restoring an Early Ford T

hy Hugh Mercer

PART 1l — REBUILDING THE CAR

It was hard Lo know where to starl on this heap of
junk as il looked like everything else exceplt a car.
Anyway 1 dismantled everything and discarded all the
parts of no use, and kept the parts to be re-conditioned
or copied. Ay this stage it was quite obvious that there
were a lot of pieces sl 1o be found. 5o | made a trip to
Temuka and one to Geraldine and on both occasions
came home with quite a collection of unprocurables,

Usable parts to fit 4 veleran Ford Model T are re-
markably hard to find now, considering the vast numbes
of brass radintor Model Fords which were on the roads,
The last of the brass radiators were manufaciured in
[9135-16 and the model dated very quickly as the high
radiator model was apparently overdue. Onc of the
reasons of the scarcity of old Ford parts was thal you
could take your pick and drive out in a brass radiator
Ford for £10 in the early 1920°s, They were used for &
while then cut up for trailers, ete.

After the chassis frame had been seraped down and
painted, | commenced to rebuild the wooden frame and
to repair the body panels, which were in poor shape.
There was no back panel to the roadster body so that
had to be eut Lo shape and fitted. The most difficult part
of the body construction was where the body curves
along to form a tray where the boot is fited. Miy be
easy for a panel bealer. bul not easy for a novice to the
trade!

Before the body work was completed we had wel
weather on and off for about three weeks, and as the
work was being done outside nothing was done to that
part. I was able to work on the engine in my small work-
shop and no time was lost alter all. When the engine was
dismantled, I discovered what had put poor old Lizzy
off the road 32 yvears ago. One of the brass screws which
hold the magneto had broken off and was tearing the
windings off the coil plate. Must have been making a
very expensive sort of sound!

The spark plugs had been left out and water had
rusted th: cylinders and pistons. The cylinders were
pitted and 1 honed them out o twenty thousands over-
size and fitted zecond hand pistons, New piston rings
were procured from stock, 33 x § + 020, The camshaly
was slightly rusty so another used one was fitted; the
valve seats also were honed, A second hand coil plate
was fitted and the Avwheel magnets were re-magneliced
on the job by fAashing 30 volts through the coil plate
when it was placed against the flywheel magnets. Trans-
m'ssion was overhauled and the linings for the bands
wers obtlained from stock.

I spent aboul a week welding and patching the mud-
guards, A brass radiator was obtained from a4 man who
had a 1915 Ford engine driving a saw bench (another
later model radiator was filled 1o take ils place). Mew
Ling pins and bushes were fitted and the d iTerential was
overhauled.

The non-deinchable wheels were very rusty and it
was a long job to clean the rust from the rims, Mew
tyres and tubes were fitted afler a struggle and Lizzy
was back on four wheels once again. Making up a sel
af hoodbows and fitting up the windscreen was slow
work. The car was then towed away to have the up-
holstery, hood, and painting donc. When that was
finished it was towed back to have the finishing touches
put to it

Quite a lot of small things seemed yet to be dong
and time was running short, as we had it entered in the
Mt Cook 30 vears commemorative run. 1t was aciual’y
driven on the road for the first fime since its overhaul
on the Friday, and on Saturday of Labour week-end it
was on ils way to the Hermitage 3 months after we first
collected the parts, Some of the paint was nop actually
‘dry, but that didn’t seem to matter to Lizzy as il was
placed second in that rally. Since it has been built it
has covered over 2000 miles. We usually drive it about
30 m.p.h. and it does 26 m.p.g.



The Intrepid Vintage Cadillac Collector

PART |

I suppose my interest in cars gocs back many years (o
vague memories of sceing various nether portions of
my father’s anatomy protruding from beneath bonnets
of friecnds and relatives’ cars, and nol gquile so vague
memaries of some blistering invective that was nearly
alwavs heard al such times, and is today as well, 1t
wasn't long before we purchased our frst car (1936
Morris &) and then of course the whole performance
was repeated again, ad lib.

However, much water passed under the bridge before
I was sufficiently solvent financially te purchase my first
cur which was a 1928 Mash light six, which though in
sound condition mechanically (literally), was in frighiful
condition bodily. Although 100% reliable and satis-
factory, | was forced to sell this car due (o limited means
and the condition of the body which I was not able o
improve much, although 1 did make an attempt 1o
renovate it at one time,

Our next car was a 1929 Hudson Special Six seven-
seater touring limousine. We still possess this car which
we bought in 1954, and we last gave it an airing at the
Gymkhana which the Veteran and Vinlage Car Club
held at Hobsonville.

When we brought it home, our friends and relatives
were  convinced that this latest madness eclipsed all
previous efforts. We became the recipients of the usual
onslaught of inane questions, viz.. “Where are vou going
to keep it?" “How are vou going to afford o run it?”
“Who is geing lo buy the tyres?™ ele., ete., ad infinitum,

Since [ had no car, I commandeered this one and ran
around in it for some months with gay abandon until
the monthly petrol bills of one hundred gallons for one
thousand miles discouraged both myv purse and myself,
in that order of imporlance. from continuing,

Phobo by courtesy M. MeMillan

“Hzel M:cMillen aad crew wearing doubtiul expressions,

os they prepare to  boord the VB Cadillac for

perilous return voyoage to Auckland.”

by Noel MoMillan

It was then that 1 bought an AM.O. (1937 Standard %)
in the interests of cconomy. and although what 1 have
saved in petrol has been spent in repairs, 1 have done
30,000 miles in this car. Having been on three long trips
in it, I vowed that I would never take it on a long trip
again where comfort was a consideration.

Unfortunately our Hudson was required for Christmas
camping at precisely the same lime as [ wanted it, and
so there was no allernative but for me lo buy a big
car (old, and most important, cheap) for myself.

Judicious enguiries with our club secretary revealed
that a prime example of a big and powerful vintage
Cadillac was lurking in the far off town of Foxton. As
proof of this a snapshot of the car was enclosed by the
owner. This was gratefully accepted by me from the
secretary and avidly studied. It was then that 1 non-
chalantly announced that 1 was going to purchase an
additional car, My family considered me definitely certi-
fiable, to put it mildly, and, of course, I was treated to
a renewed recital of the old tme-worn questions and
protestations as previously discussed,

After contacting the owner by mail and at one lime,
by toll call (at very great expense), the wvarious details
emerged. It seemed to be a seven seater dating back (o
1927, a V8 of course. fitted with 600 x 21 inch (yres
{slightly shopsoiled), and sans: —battery, certain window
glasses, wood in parts of the bodv, painl in exposed
places, most of the dashboard instruments, compression
in most of the cvlinders, and almost sans brakes.
Cheered by this vital information. arrangements were
made for the purchase. the price having been fixed at
£30.

The aid was then enlisted of Ron Moses and Keith
Lawrence of the 1919 Daimler fame, and Keith's brother
Bryce. to transplant Cadillac from Foxton (o Auckland,
a mere 350 odd miles, and | mean odd literally, as
applied to some of them! Two 600 x 21 fyvres were
hurricdly obtained at terrific expense, and in due course
the four gallant hunters set forth from Auckland on a
busy Friday night at abhout 7 o'clock in Keith Lawrence's
very sound 1929 De Soto.

All Kinds of equipment, blankels, spare parts, ele. were
aboard the car, but late that night there was a dismal
realization that something was not aboard. 1 was then
aware that nearly two hundred miles scparated me and
the spare battery with which 1 was going o run the
Cadillac back o Aockland. | had forgotten 1o take !

Finally we arrived at Foxton at about ten thirty on
Suturday morning and repaired forthwith (o the resi-
dence of the owner of the Cadillac, picked him up and
drove 1o a shed some blocks away which contained the
car. And what a car!



Opinions were divided with regard o the model, 1t was
definitely no 1927 model because it only had two wheel
brakes. Meither was it 1924 or carlier, because the body
sported a4 wind-up dividing window like a lot of Ameri-
can limousine bodies of that era which was definitely of
the late “twenties.

Research has since disclosed that it was a 1927 chassis
and body, back axle and wheels including the iwo
spares, with a 1918 motor, gearbox, and front axle, This
appeared to be a hybrid arrangement cooked up by a
service car firm during the carly 1930's, who apparently
made one good car out of two,

A rental battery was obtained from the local garage
and an attempt made to give us a demonstration. Due
possibly to having been standing for some months in a
shed, or maybe just plain obstinacy, it refused to start
with customary Cadillac alacrity, Instead, all hands were
assembled for a big push down the road, a (reatment
which produced instant response, for, *Voila!™ it started.

Whilst the car appeared to be in an amiable frame of

mind, the owner and mysell climbed aboard for a test
flight. In the course of this journey, the various sales
inducements were explained and at one stage 1 took over
the controls myself. Finally the deal was clinched, the
necessary papers had changed hands and we repaired o
the local garage to fill the tank. (Sixteen gallons), While
we were there of course, we checked almost everything
in sighr,

The oil indicator had, unfortunately, been broken at
some stage and all that remained was the float wire
sticking up through the camshaft cover. Since this was
not its original length a certain amount of guesswork
was necessary when topping up the sump. A gallon of
spare oil was purchased and placed on board, the tyres
were inflated to what we imagined would be the correct
pressure, the radiator topped up and two gallons of
water placed aboard, The proud new owner and the
navigator took their places, and, in a cloud of blue
smoke, we were off!

{To be continued)

What it was!

SOLUTION TO SEPTEMBER QUIZ”

Quiz winner this time was Mrs Pamela Bramwell of
Dunedin, who was the first to guess correctly that the
mystery car was a 1923 11.9 Calcott. Others recognized
it as a Calcott, but missed out on the vear or model.
The shape of the radiator proved a little confusing to

some people, who thought they were looking at a
Standard !

The Calcott was a superior British light car, and was
in production before and after the frst World War. It
eslablished a sound reputation for itself and sold under
the slogan of the “Classic Caleott.” In later years the
firm produced several models including a small six-
evlinder car, but they were early victims of the depres-
sion, and 1926 was_the last vear that the Calcolt was in
production. There is evidence that a number of Calcot
cars found their way to New Zealand, and an identical
model to the quiz car was in circulation round Auckland
up Lill about four years ago.

What is it?

Here is a Car Quiz for readers of Beaded Wheels, Try
vour hand at identifving the wehicle in the photo, and
post vour guess to the Auckland Editor, P. V. Maxwell,
35 Goll Avenue, Othuhu, The names of the knowledge-
able together with other interesting details of this mys-
terious machine will appear in the next issue,




Photo by courfesy L, Wilte
“Ta the woods!!” The Ufton 12/50 Alvis making 2Znd F.T.D. at the Duvauchelle Hill Climb,

Photo by courtesy Don Oddie Studios
"A line up at The Riverton Run Invercargill.™ 1914 Humberette, 1905 Darracq, 1903 De Dion, 1903 De
Dion, 1906 Wolseley-Siddeley.”



Photo by Courtesy Dave Barker
“A well deserved rest,” The Talbot, Humber and Walseley relax alter the Pennzail Veteron Rally, Christchurch,

Photo by courtesy Don Oddie Studios
“Mt. Cook Rolly. A line up outside the Pukoki Inn.”



Otago Notes

Vintege Car Club MN.Z. (Inc.) Otage Branch

Chaoirman: R. 5. Ferens.

CLUB ROOMS by Gordon 5. Sharpe

Much discussicn has been heard [om all Branches
on the matter of Club Rooms. Wanganui has gone one
step further and purchased rooms and Chrisichurch is
also rapidly approaching this end.

In Otage we have had rooms for jus: over a year and
have been using them continuously for the last six
months. Club Rooms are the greatest asset any Club
can have, and at th's point, and before [ go into a long
dissertation abou! our own rooms, I would like to
strongly urge all branches to obtain a permanemt meet-
ing place of some description.

We had been very fortunate in obtaining the AA.
Rooms almosi any time we required them, and although
they were verv fine and we are indebled to the AA, for
their co-operation in the early stages of this Branch,
there were many functions which we would like to have
held, for which the A.A. Rooms were not entirzly suit-
able, Hence the move to find rooms. Many and varied
were the suggestions ard thoughts on thz matter, they
ranged from huts to dreams of palatial rooms eguipped
with workshops, etc.; when out of the blue. an old stone
coach house with some 1500 square feet of floor space
was discovered,

Hon. Scc.: A. W. Bromwell, 37 Marion 5t.,, Duncdin.

In the country? Mot a bit of it, but right in the
middle of town and approximately five minutes from
the main street. It sounded too good to be true and
obviously a further investigation was called for. This
was duly carried out and there was the coach-house
above which was a magnificent loft piled with all kinds
of odds and ends—exactly what we were looking for—
stone and brick walls, kauri floor, low raftered ceiling
and windows, but naturally no plumbing or electricity.
It was realised from the very first glance that negotiations
for the loft would have to be opened immediately and
no time was lost in approaching the owner. I must admit
thut we were rather chary about doing this as we had
no idea what kind of reception we would receive. How-
ever. Bob Oakley took his courage in his hands and
called on the owner. She was completely co-operative—
we could have the loft, she liked old cars and she liked
people, lots of them.

The situation could not have looked better, and the
boys immediately moved jn and attacked vigorously the
dust which lav inches thick everywhere and swept the
rafters clean of the huge black cobwebs., Access at this
time was by a rather delapidated ladder up the outside of
the building and cvervthing had to be transported to
the loft vin this route.

“It's a serious business drinking—TEA."

Photo by courtesy G. Sharpe

A portion of the gathering in the Otage Club Rooms for their last

Film Evening.”



Cleaning operations went on not greatly handicapped
by this method of entrance and slowly the rooms began
to take shape, A mixture of kerosene, linsecd oil and
stain was sprayed onto the walls, rafters and floor and
this did much to freshen the musty atmosphere as well
as killing off the remaining spiders. The next consider-
ation was furniture, and here again the owner came to
light with & number of old chairs, sofas and tables which
she had tossed out of her own house, These were placed
in the loft and gradually members began to bring along
their contributions in the way of furnichings.

At this stage, the rooms were nol advertised to mem-
bers, as we were hoping to finish them as much as
possible before opening them regularly to the club, It
was anticipated that we would give the rooms their first
official airing after the Dunedin-Brighton Run, 1957, and
with this in view, we purchased an old second hand
staircase and placed it in position, dispznsing with the
old ladder whch had becn a constant source of worry.
Quite obviously, drinks would have to be served during
the Brighton weekend, so a bar was designed and hastily
placed in position—a great advancement as most mem-
bers will agree.

There was still no power and no drainage, but for all
this, ceriain sections of the club were all for using the
rooms as much a3 possible, while other members were
against this, partly, I think, for fear of overdoing things
and perhaps out-staying a welcome, It was for this
reason that things languished for nearly six months and
only two meetings were held. This was a mistake as we
later proved, and it cannot be stressed too strongly that

RUSSELL'S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street
DUNEDIN, C.1

Take pleasure in offering our

readers the benzfit of a change, and

their worthy steeds a rest cure, by

having at your disposal our fleet

of modern large and small cars and
molor  scooters.

Phones

BUSINESS 77-719
AFTER HOURS 39-762

if any Branch has club rooms it should have no fear of
using them and using them often. Regular meetings at
lenst once n month are guite in order, and we have
found that there arc many other occasions when the
rooms are brought into use. For instancz, most of our
trials and rallies have ended here in the last six months,
giving everybody a chance for an hour or so discussion
and a pint or two before proceeding home—quite a
superior way of ending an outing which in some instances
could end in mid-air,

Alter the 1957 Annual General Meeling, a House
Committee consisting of $ix members and under the
chairmanship of the Club Caplain, was inaugurated.
These members meet regularly and organise all the
aclivity connected with the rooms. It was through their
efforts that power was eventually laid on some two
months ago and the plumbing arrangements finalised.
In addition to this, the heat'ng problem has been given
a considerable amount of thought, and it was decided
that the first step in thiz direction should be the nar-
titioning of about twe-thirds of the loft for permanent
use and the other third o be used for storage purposes.
The partition has cut down the draughts to a minimum
and the room is now very habitable

Everything was now in readiness for the regular
manthly meet ngs which had at last been agreed to, It
wus also decided that these should be as varied as pos-
sible, and so far, two excellent Alm evenings combined
with nogein and natter, have been held, This idea works
very well indeed and we have attempied 1o alternate
siraight nogg'n-and natter with other forms of enter-
tainment. The altendance of members at these functions
is quite astounding, there being at least 90 per cent of
them there.

You may wonder how all this is paid for—{rankly it
had os wonder'ng too. Tt was suggested that at cach
meeting the hat should be passéd round and the pro-
ceeds to be handed to the House Commiltee which
handled all finance connecied with the Club Rooms. It
wiis hoped that the money obtained from this source
would make the rooms sell-sufficient and this has proved
1o be so. Enough finance as been collected lo provide
cups, lea, sugar, e'c., for supper at the meelings and
also o buy drinks for the wives and [riends of the
various members,

Al this poinl it s probably worth mentioning that
ut the offset. the one stipulation made on us by the
owner was the closing of the rooms at 11 o'clock and
this has proved first class. It g ves about three hours for
any meet ng, which is ample time to show films. have a
few drinks and suppzr. It is now a permanent rule (about
the only one we have) and a very necessary one. It
clears everybody out at an early hour and leaves time
for the cleaners to bring the rooms back into some sort
of order.

Our ambitons for the future of these rooms are
immense. To mention one, we hope to instal a perm-
anent pick-up unit, and wih music to order. we intend
to hold & dance or two to vary the activities. Apart from
this and the installation of heating. the rooms are almost



completed and it is up to the present and the future
house committees to ensure that a continuous pro-
gramme of enteriainment is planned and that members
avail themselves at every opportunity of atiending them
and utilising their Club Rooms to the highest degree to
make them an integral part of their Club,
(Congratulations, Orago, After attending the October
Film Evening I can most sincerely say that vour Club
Rooms are first class, comfortable amd attractive and as
hosts you excel vourselves. [ hed three cups of itea
within five minutes of supper being announced | —Ed.),

ANNUAL RIVERTON COMMEMORATIVE RALLY
Saturday, QOctober 12th, 1957

A report from Otago Branch member Ray Carter

Saturday, Oclober 12th, dawned fine for the first
Annual Commemorative Veteran Rally 1o Riverton,
organized by the Southland Vintage Car Club (Inc.) and
the Automobile Association (Southland). Last year a
Yeteran Rally was held to Riverton, but as a Southland
Centennial ¢vent,

Away back in the carly davs of motoring the South-
land Maotor Club decided, in 1908, to hold a run from
Invercargill 1o Riverton, a distance of 26 miles. This
Run was open 1o cars and motor cycles and was held in
January 1909 leaving from the Post Office. From records
available, this proved to be a dav enjoved by all who
participated. To commemorate this Run by Southland
Pioneer Motorists our Annual Commemorative Rally
haz been instituted.

All the vehicles assembled at the “Feldwick Gates™
{which are the ma'n entrance to the Municipal Gardens)
at 8.30 a.m. and were marshalled into position. With an
eniry of 23 cars and 11 motor cycles, the organizing
committee were more than satisfied. At 9 a.m. sharp
the first car was flagged away by Dr Jennings, President
of the Automobile Association, the rest of the vehicles
leaving at one minute intervals thereafter,

The run out to Riverton took competitors through the
main streets of the city, then owt the main North Road
passing through the feriile country. Although the destin-
ation was to be the Riverton Racecourse, situated about
a mile before reaching the town, the competitors passed
the Racecourse, proceeding through Riverton over the
Aparima River taking the road 1o one of Southland's
seaside resoris, Riverton Rocks. Here a short hillelimb
was encountered and although most of the cars were
successful in negotiating the climb, only two having to
receive assistance, a higher percentage of the motor
eveles found the top a bit far away for their fixed
engines. The course then took the vehicles back through
the town to the Racecourse, a total of 30 miles for the
outward run which was timed. The run home was shorter
being 22 miles and like the outward run it was timed
also, Unlike some other events, the timed runs were on
an average speed basis. Each competitor having to try
and maintain a given average and at odd spots secret
checks were set up and points were lost for early or late
arrival at all checks.

On reaching the Racecourse, the ALA. took over from
the S.V.C.C. and parked all vehicles in numerical order
prior (o judging and of course the driving tests.

An hour was allowed for cleaning and most com-
petitors needed this hour as apart from normal dust the
paddock had been habitated by about all the sheep in
Southland, this being the reason for s0 many buckels
of water being used.

Usually driving tests can be a liile bit monotonous.
but the gallery appreciated the events this day. A certain
Dector really showed that a 40 vear old Buick still had
as much punch, or more, than many a modern car and
if speed was a deciding factor this should have been
thz winner. The motor cycle driving tests also created
a good deal of interest. The final event being particularly
spectacular, The cleven motor cycles each had two long
balloons tied to the rear and the idea was for each
compstitor to burst the ballons on the others. The last
motor cvele to have the balloons intact being the winner,
Motorised “Musical Chairs” will probably become par
of future Rallies.

MNearly all vehicles competing were presented in a very
creditable condition; but after inspecting the official
results some aof us have had 1o consider doing a litle
more work, Special mention should be made here. and
congratulations go to Ray Lindsay (1915 Ford “T7) who
was the outright winner for the cars and Jim Lawry
(1910 F.MN.) outright winner for the motor cyeles. Shack
Lharp deservedly wen the Concours D'Elegance trophy
with his beautifully restored (1915 Buick). Alf Wolletts
distinctive Wolseley Landau ook second place with only
one point between them,

Motoring Through the Lindis!!

CALL AND FILL UP AT
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Veteran Car Enthusaist Dave Mills Will
Give You the Best Service in Central

Otago.
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PHONE No. 3 TARRAS




We regretted we did not bhave wery many outside
entrics but we appreciate our Rally date was close (o
Labour Weekend, but as it was we did have the pleasure
of Hugh Mercer's and Don Oddie’s company.

Hugh Mercer drove hiz 1915 Ford from Timaru in
about ten hours, which is not bad going for the 260-odd
miles with plenty of hilly going. Hugh was the only
competitor who gqualified for a silver shield, presented
to any competitor who drove over 100 miles o the
Rally. We were disappointed that we didn’t have the
opportunity of handing out some of these to Olago
enthusiasts, although two supporters from  Dunedin
were doing a good job assisting with one of the driving
tests.

Al the evening social all competitors who successfully
completed the Rally received a very altractive four-colour
porcelain plague, These plagues are quite different from
the normal die cast type and were made in Western
Germany (o our Club's specifications,

Mext vear it is possible Invercargill will have a festival
week and if this becomes a reality the Southland Vintage
Car Club hope to have the opportunity of taking a
leading part in the flestivities and we trust by careful
organization and co-operation we can stage the event al
a4 more suitable date o all,

NIGHT “TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS”
by P. Bramwell

On  Saturday, MNovember [16th, the Otage Branch
held a night trial organised by Gordon Sharpe and
Pam Bramwell. Starting from Fryatt Street, the cars
were sent all over town. MNo navigational skill was neces-
sary as the trial was mainly a scavenger hunt, and drivers
and navigators were required to perform rather un-
orthodox tests, A few of the items to be collected were
a 104 Ib rock, an empty corsel box, o chocolate derby

ice-cream, a plece of toilet paper which had to be asked
for at a certain house) and a glass of sea water. The
tests included see-sawing on a playground see-saw, wash-
ing windows at a particular house, running across the
Owval with a glass of water, and a two mile speedo lest

As all the cars and crews had to report back to the
club rooms at the same time, there was i minor riot as
people stumbled up the steps with their rock and
balancing their ice-cream. When everyone was ance again
organised, the final test was held. Apples were tied to
the rafters and the drivers and navigators were required
1o eat one between them within two minutes—no hands,
John Kennedy ook flash photos of this test and neediess
to say, some of the clinches were in the best Hollywood
stvle. All in all the trial was a greal success, and it is
planned to hold another in the same vein in the near
future. Eleven cars compeled.

Results—I1st, J. Kennedy: 2nd equal, R. Oakley and
C. MacMurray.

OME DAY TRIAL AUGUST 22nd

A one-day rial organised by Joe and Lyn Gough was
held in mild weather one Sunday. The route lay all over
the back roads of Taieri Plains, The lunch spot was at
the entrance to Waipouri Gorge. For organisation and
contral the trial couldn’t be faulted; it is only a pity that
Joe and Lyn did not get the Vimage attendance the trial
deserved, Charles MacMurray took his Rolls Rovec,
which bowled delightfully along the dusty roads without
any trouble whatsoever. The only casualty was a 1928
ALS, motor-cycle that shed bits and p'eces all the way
until it was using oil quicker than the hike was travel-
ling. and so0 was abandoned at Christies Gully.

Results: 1st, G. La Roov, Sunbeam Motor-cycle;
2nd, 1. Kennedy, A T0.

Woanganui Notes

by P R, Williqmson

Vintage Cor Club of N.Z. (Inc.) (Wangonui Branch)

Chairman: F. R. Williomsen,

It had been hoped to have a Pre-Trial run over the
“Burma Road™ route in time for this issue. but reports
of the short back-country section of the road, which is
still in #s Winter condition, have made it advisable 1o
wail for better weather, However, do not lel that deter
any “starters,” as the route s an interesling one over
some splendid main highway, sealed secondary roads
with mild hills, a really hilly section with plenty of
bends and some magnificent scenery at the head of the
Turakina Valley. In all, about 100 miles of interesting
motoring. just right for the Vintage machine.

With the approach of the Christmas season and the
call of the home garden, it has been decided to delay
making a start with the erection of the Muzeum build-
ing. However, the site is ready and all Legal formalities
have been finalised, so when the labour is available a
start will be made.

Secretary: R. Lee, 34 Mo, 3 Line, Wanganui East,

Roy Tomlin paid us a visit at Labour Day week-end
and showed us his collection of slides—very good too,
Roy is considering the idea of storing his big 1923 Austin
Tourer down this way so that it will be more readily
available to take part in local Rallies.

Carterton member Ivor Harvey has secured the use of
a building, which he is re-building. in which to make a
siart on re-building his rare 1913 Mewton Bennett. Said
“heap” was recently towed o the site of operations and
en route shed the rim off one rear wheel, the worm-eaten
wooden felloe of which miraculously held together and
avoided complete disintegration. lvor has a stupendous
job ahead of him, but one well worth while. The NB
should prove to be a most attractive and “drivable™
Yeteran,

We are sorry to lose Palmerston MNorth member Ivan
East who is shifting way down South to Mossburn, The



1913 Marion is at present immaobile, but when the power-
house has been refitted it 15 to Tollow ils owner South,

Jock Clouston has bought a 40 h.p. 1927 Lanchester in
quite’ good mechanical order but in need of superficial
renovation, made necessary by some years of duty as an
unauthorised fowl house, This should prove an interesting
car when he has it back on the road. He hopes also to
display soon his 1906 Darracq.

Ken Wright iz rebuilding the 1923 Alvis, so when
Tony Tustin decided to offer the ex-Wright 1927 Lea
Francis for sale, Jean promptly bought it back. Jean
feels that she has rencwed an old friendship,

Bob McCabe's 1923 Clvno is nearing completion and
il i5 hoped that it will be a competitor in the January
“Burma Road™ Trial.

lan Tonks hopes soon (o be able to make a concerted
altack on his very rare QREL (V twin of French origin)
which is thought to be the only remaining example of
the nine of this model that were buill.

Brian  Walker and co-pilot “Dexter” Basset(, could
tell quite a tale about their two day trip down from
Auckland with the Ansaldo. Their troubles were mostly
tyre ones, and the exhaust nole was somewhat erratic
from Hamillon on, due, no doubtl, to an engine valve
which failed rather sadly.

The Carterton De Dion now has a younger brother as
stable-mate as Rex Porter has recently acquired the very
rusty remains of a 1907 eight horsepower model minus
body and guards. He has had it motoring on the rouad
and reports that it is a “real old bomb™, but like Ivor,
he has a very big job ahead of him in effecting a com-
plete re-build.

A. P. (Bert) TONKS &
SON LTD.

111 Duncan Street, Woangonui East

Coach Builders — Motor Trimmers

Panel Beaters and Painters

Undertaken
, Made to
Authentic Detail from Patterns,

Complete Restorations

Mudguards, Parels, etc.

or Photographs

The Wanganui bovs congratulate a Wellington mem-
ber on his magnificent job so far on the chassis of his
1911 “White™ stecamer. Len Southward’s “White”, shown
at the Wellington Exhibition, was a faultless restoration
job,

Chas Maxwell of Wellington is rebuilding an ex-Moult,
circa 1912, Austin,

Mention must be made of the stamina of Rex Porter
(from Carterton) and of his car. Rex found the high
wind imposed an additional handicap on him so lowered
the hood, to drive the remaining 26 miles to Inglewood
through heavy rain, hail and high winds. And he never
lost that infectious grin!

Beginning the first week in December the Wanganui
Public Library will display a loan collection of Vintage
and Veteran books from the National Library Service.
Several local retailers will “tie-in” window displays with
the assistance of the Club, This will be at the time
the “Burma™ Trial publicity breaks.

PICNIC

On Sundav afternoon, the 27th October, a successiul
picnic run wis organised by the Branch.

From the assembly point at A.A. Headquarters, some
dozen or so wvehicles, veteran, vintage and modern fol-
lowed @ circuitous course o Okehu Motor Camp on
the main road north of Wanganui. After afternoon tea,
drivers and passengers re-enbussed (some, for various
reasons on different mounts) and proceeded via lesser
known roads to Kai Iwi Beach. A short pause here for
a gulp of sca air, then return to Wanganui.

Mo vehicle gave any trouble though it was noticed that
certain modern marques waiting at the top of a hill
ostensibly for the ancients o calch up, were. we suspect,
actually cooling off their overheated power plants.

The trip, about 30 miles altogether, was agreed by
participants to be very enjovable. So enjovable in facr,
that an Auckland member who took part, is seriously
considering garaging his vintage car in Wanganui per-
manently 50 that it will more conveniently be available
for future similar outings.

A “MOVING” STORY by R. Lee

One morning last September, the manager of a
Wanganui Motor Car patch-and-paint establishment was
to be seen searching his office for some aluminium rivets
which his emplovess had hidden as a kind of insurance
against having to do any work. He had no luck with the
rivets but did locate the morning paper (not so well
hidden by the office staff). Acting on the maxim that
what's good for the employee is QK. for the employer,
he settled down to a quiet “shulti”. Afier only two
hours he came Lo the back page and—this is where the
story really starts—saw there an advertisement offering
some buildings for sale by avetion. Removing his glasses
and handing them to the office girl, the manager asked
the voung lady to read and explain the contents of the
notice to him carefully. So efficiently was this done that
bv afternoon tea time, the manager realised that here
was a golden opportunity for his beloved Vintage Car
Club of N.Z, (Inc) Wanganui Branch, to fulfill one of




its cherished dreams—a club house and museum. That
very day our worthy patriot contacted his fellow com-
mittee members and a meeling was urgently arranged.

Well, of course, we bought the building. In this, the
Branch extends grateful thanks to Palmersion MNorth
member, Ivan East, for some excellent ground work,

There were one or two strings attached (o the deal.
(This is where the story really starts). The structure was
situated on Milson aecrodrome and we were required to
arrange things so as to leave only the earth upon which
it sat after the expiration of three weeks from date of
purchaze. S50 to the telephone,

As a result, a pang of willing il unpractised wreckers
took off from Wanganui at 6 a.m. on Saturday, the 14th
September for Milson. They were armed with three
trucks, old clothes, wrecking tools of all kinds and
willing spirits,

Arrived at the 'drome they were confronted by a
wooden building some 450t by 250 with gabled malihoid
roof and numerous doors, all locked. In the absence of
keys, out came a crowbar and in went a4 door, The
interior was divided into five rooms of various sizes.
There were light and power points everywhere. Most
walls and all ceilings were pinex-lined, the whole struc-
ture having been erected in six fool sections, services
style,

Appointing a builder member to the position of job
foreman and promoting him lopsides where he lost no
time in becoming roof spotter for the local aero club,
the labourers went to work. Order swiftly became chaos
thanks to crowbars, hammers and saws. To the afore-
mentioned manager and his offsider went the honour of
the first section extracied intact—and rightly s0; which
only goes lo show that he is as good a wrecker of
buildings as he is a resuscitalor of motor cars. Only
minutes later his delighted squeals announced the dis-
covery of a veritable treasure trove—umpleen packets
of aluminium rivets of all shapes and sizes.

S0 far, the day had been most satisfactory for our
hero. Alas it was not to continue thus. A sheet of iron
copiously studded with nails, slipped its moorings pre-
maturely and skimmed his bonce leaving a  bloody,
furrowed trail.

The remainder of the day's work was uneventful. It
is only fair to say though, that in the closing siages when
il was realised that there was a chance of getling the
trucks completely unloaded on the site in Wanganui
before pubshut, there was a noticeable acceleration in
the general tempo. These efforts were rewarded. The
workers found themselves with half an hour in which
1o lay the dust and make a report on the day’s progress
to their Chairman who somehow Kmew that they would
call at the establishment he was in the habit of frequent
ing on Saturdays.

With one third of the building dismantled and trans-
ported to Wanganui, the following day promised bigger
and better results. And so it proved to be. By the Sunday
afternoon only the floor remained unmoved, Consider-
ing the time out for refreshments, aeroplane rides and an
informative conducted tour of Ivan East's magnificently
upstanding, stripped-down 1913 Marion (genuine mile-
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age under 600), the day was a highly successful one.
Mor was the observance of certain rites in connection
with the roofing of the bullding overlooked . . .

The outstanding incident was the one in which a
panel beater all but had his pane! beaten in by an axe
Aung recklessly across the roof by 4 person or persons
unknown,

Half a day of the following weekend sufficed to uplift
the floor and piles and bring them to the new site. While
unloading in Wanganui a certain master plumber proved
the weight of one floor scction to be at least equal to
another by dropping it on his loot. Be assured plumbers
speak the same language as the rest of os

The City Council, whose ground we lease, have since
cast an approving eye over our impressive stack, They
have kindly consented to do a little necessary levelling
work after which the “All clear™ will be given for
rebuilding,

“RAIN MARRED PLAY"

INGLEWOOD — SEPTEMBER 28th bv Rex Porter

“Mortherlies freshening, cloudy and overcast, drizzle
and rain throughout the day.” So said the car radio at
7.15 as we drove up to Hawera Saturday morning. It
proved to be the week's major understatement.

Drizzle soon turned to heavy rain, and whatever the
official direction, all ten trial drivers were in complete
agrecment that it was a head-wind—invariably straight
down the road whichever way it turned. Al Stratford
there was a suspicion of sleet along with the min.

Some hoods were waterproof, Others developed leaks
strategically placed to provide the maximum discomfort
for the driver. The De Dien's hood, although new and.



waterproof, acted as a splendid wind and rain catcher
and had to be lowered after labouring against the
elementz for four miles. From then on, Rex and his
“mavigator” Bob Hall, just got wetter and colder. They
arrived 30 minutes late with an emptv fuel tank, a
fish pond in the folded hood, and an average speed of
10 m.p.h,

The Tonks Daimler, driven by Dick Lyth, turned in
a good performance by arriving “spot on”, and tied (on
points) with the big Austin tourer of Trevor Hudson.
First place went to the Daimler on account of the fine
finish, and both Dick and Trevor were presented with
handsome little trophies in the form of a wvertically
mounted miniature tyre with a plague in the centre.
Diick Lyth was thus able to take home to Bert Tonks
a tangible reward for his days of work in preparing the
Daimler. Bert, sad to relate, had gone down with a
severe atlack of flu, only the day before the trial. We
missed his company but were glad his deputy driver was
able to pilot the Daimler to viclory.

On arrival at Inglewood the cars were quickly garaged
and the rest of the programme (driving (esis, concours,
ete.) was abandoned due to the rain and the sodden
state of the showgrounds, The afternoon was devoted to
making sure the cold and wet were thoroughly counter-
acted by consuming the appropriate “chill stopper.™

Opportunity  was faken to welcome new members
John Keedwell accompanied by Mrs Keedwell, and [vor
Harvey, of Carterton. John drove over in his big maroon
Studebaker six which proved thoroughly capable of
standing up 1o the rigors of the weather, He had no
trouble maintaining a high average on the 200 miles
trip. and ran at the 50 m.ph. mark most of the way.
Ivor iz the owner of a rare machine, o 1913 Newion &
Bennett 12 h.p. tourer. As yel, it is just a sorry “heap,”
but now that the Studebaker has taken to the road so
well, the partners hope to make an early start on resior-
ation, It should prove a worthy addition to our ranks.

We were glad to have with us Ron Rovoroft, Rov
Tomlin and their co-drivers Warren Parkinson and
Vie McCready. These enthusiastic members drove down
from Auckland in a fine old 1916 Buick six and a
handsome big vellow 1923 Austin respectively. Vie
McCready, of Kaikohe, who travelled down with Rov,
promises to let us see his 1919 Mincrva before long;
perhaps at the January “Burma Road™ trial. Roy himself
has hinted that he will be “after Rex’s blood™ next vear
with some really early “mystery” machine. Let us hope
the weather is better then or Roy may also have lo
parade the Bar Lounge in pyjamas and dressing-gown
while clothes drv off in the hotel boiler room!

After dinner, members gathered in the lounge and
Club Captain, Ken Wright, in a short speech expressing
the Club's appreciation of the good work done over the
past few vears by Bob Hall in the wav of welcome
publicity over the Wanganui Radio, asked him to accept
a set of beer mugs bearing Veteran Car motifs, In
reply, Bob said he was sorry to be leaving the Radio
Station. He had thoroughly enjoyed the making of tape
recordings and commentaries on Club aclivities, but
hoped still to be able to do some useful work for us,

He has now become an Associate Member, and a ven
welcome one,

In the evening an attempt was made by the Show
organisers 1o retrieve something from the disaster by
holding an impromptu entertainment in the Showground:
Hall. Here the “brains of the Club” acquitted them
selves with commendable aplumb and earned £4 for the
building fund by appearing in a guiz session involving
questions from Elizabeth MNagle's “Veterans of the Road.”

Mext morning the sun struggled through and some
driving about the town was indulged in before starting
on the return journey. A halt for lunch at Hawera was
made by the Wanganui cars, and the Carterton Stude
baker rounded off the trip by making a social call dowr
to Levin on the way home. (What a tiger for punish
ment !,

The competing cars were: 1900 De Dion Bouton
voiturette, Rex Porter, Carterton; 1909 Clement Talbot
roadster, Ken Wright, Wanganui; 1912 Zedell, tourer
Brian Walker, Wanganui; 1913 Daimler, tourer, Ber
Tonks (driver Dick Lyth), Wanganui; 1914 Buick 4
tourer, Maurie Wadev, Wanganui: 1916 Overland. tourer
Tom Stirling. Wanganui; 1916 Buick 6, tourer. Ror
Royeroft. Auckland; 1923 Awustin, T-seat tourer, Ro
Tomlin, Auckland; 1924 Studebaker, tourer, John Keed
well, Carterton; 1925 Austin, 7-seat tourer, Trevo
Hudson, Levin.

Placings: 1913 Daimler Ist, 1925 Austin 2nd,

Chas and Mrs Withers made the run up 1o Inglewood
for the day in the little Morgan three-wheeler, but dic
not toke part in the Time Trial. We missed the South
wards who were detained in Wellington by a  prio
engagement,

The convoy home was augmented by a Sunbean
12/40 piloted by Ken Wright—but more of that anon

By the way, in case the point has been missed, the
weather was W E T.

Can We Assist You

We carry a very large Stock of NEW
Pistons semi finished to suit EARLY and
LATE Model Cars.

Prices Are Right and our
SERVICE PROMPT

E. WINHALL & Co. Ltd

Motor Reconditioners
MASTERTON

Phore 4739 Business 7334 Residence




Timaru Notes

Vintage Car Club of M.Z. {Inc.), South Canterbury Branch

Chairman: H. Mercer.

MOUNT COOK RALLY AND TRIAL
LABOUR WEEKEND — 26th-28th OCTOBER

D. Nicholson, Organiser

Eleven starters fuced the hazards of the Mckenzie
Country’s tracks and roads, leaving from Fairlie on
Saturday morning, afier morning tea and a crew briefing.
Flagged away by Mr Rutherford, who was a member
of the crew of the original car to make the journey in
1906, the eleven starters were: Car 1, J. Ellens, 1907
Cadillac 1 eyl., Timaru; 2, T. Wilson, 1911 F.N,,
Timaru; 3, A. Baker, 1914 Humber, Christchurch; 4, D.
Bowman, 1917 T. Ford, Christchurch; 5, H. Mercer,
1915 T. Ford, Timaru; 6, . Oddie, 1923 Bentley 3 litre,
Timaru; & A. Averis, 1924 Singer Jnr.. Timaru; 9. C.
Westoby, 1928 Alvis 12/50, Timaru; 10, W. Clapham,
1952 Chev., Christchurch; 11, D. Nicholson, 1914 Mer-
cedexs 28/95, Timaru; 12, R. Arnott, 1914 Owverland
Roadster. Timaru.

After o Le Mans starl, at 2 minute intervals, the
Veteran cars with their choice of 11 m.ph. or 17 m.p.h.
average to maintain over the 56 mile course, were soon
leaving the heavy rain behind at Burkes Pass and motor-
ing in the warm sunshine of the McKenzie Couniry
toward Tekapo, and a 30 minute lunch break, The only
mishap was the Caddy running out of petrol, due to a
last minute decision to replauce the 1913 Humberette
which developed clutch trouble leaving Timaru, It was
12 minutes late at the start at Fairkie and only 7 minutes
late ot the end of the first section,

In the meantime, with a choice of 22 m.p.h. or 30
m.p.h. average over an 80 mile course, the Vinlage cars
were having troubles of their own, Afler passing Kim-
el they had to ford and reford the Opihi River, which
had risen 20t overnight, as well as some minor streams
on their devious way to the secret check at Burkes Pass,
and then in heavy rain turned left, and headed for the
McKenzie Pass, where they proceeded to climb grades
of | in 7and | in 5 up and over the pass and on to
Tekapo via Whaleback Station.

At the last fording of the Opihi, the crossing had
scoured outl to a depth of 3t 6in, and it was necessary
to arrange for a tractor to stand by, just in case. It was
there that [, Bowman's Ford, competing as a Vintage,
took (o the water like a boat and did not touch botlom
till it was across. Likewise Allen Averis’ Singer entered
the water downstrcam, and sailed majestically across,
but not without apprehension. followed by W. Clapham’s
Chev. (where was the Stanley, BillT) Colin Westoby's
Alvis was not so lucky, and after an amphibious attempt
in the deepest part, lost traction, and had to enlist the
aid of a delighted farmer, and his Nuoffield Agricultural
machinery, thereby losing 60 points.

Secretary: D. Oddie, 36 Wai-iti Road, Timaru,

On the McKenzie Pass, Dave Bowman and his crew,
while atltempling to climb the steepest part in reverse
(having stalled it going the usual way), discovered that
the Ford has a higher ratio in reverse than it has in
low gear, So they turned her round again, and with
plenty of pushing and cursing the organizer, made it in
low gear. The other cars also had their moments, but
it was downhill that the troubles really started. The
earlier submerging of the Alvis had caused a replace-
ment of the petrol by water, which played havoc with
the twin 5.U.s, The Singer also developed water in the
works, and had to be towed, but Henry Ford's master-
picce, like Tennyson's Brook was still babbling on,

Leaving Tekapo on section two, the cars procceded to
Lake Pukaki Inn, arriving late in the afternoon on a
glorious day, with Mt, Coek showing at its best, and the
roads at their worst, This section was uneventful, except
that the Wanaka rally cars provided a marked contrast
to the Vintage, as they passed by and exchanged
shouted greetings. Dave Bowman's knowledge of his
masterpicce was further improved by a forced intro-
duction to the mudplug.

Alter dinner on Saturday, the competitors were cnler-
tained by a picture show, followed by a pleasant even-
ing’s dancing plus extras, in the schoolhouse until the

CAR
WRECKERS

2 KING STREET, TIMARU
and
MAIN RODAD, WASHDYKE

Phones: Day 1576, Might 2181K

We have Acres of Cars. |f We Have
Not Got It, We Can Get It
Ring — Write — Call
L ]

Remember The MName
Car Wreckers

Remember The Phone
1576

Remember The Address

2 King Street, Timaru




Sunday dawned bright and clear with no wind, and
after 2 substantial breakfast, the Veleran cars were
dispatched on their journey from Pukaki to the Hermi-
tage ruins for a picnic lunch and 2 hour break, at an
average speed of 16 muph, for 74 miles. And while
the Veterans were winding and climbing to their destin-
ation on an enjoyable and trouble-free trip, the Vintage
cars were heading due South into the North Olago tiger
country at an average speed of either 21 mph. or
29 m.ph. for a total of 125 twisting, tortuous miles of
generally unpleasant roadway, plagued all the while by
a white Mercedes, acting as secret check control, whose
whereabouts was generally unnoticed except when over-
taking the field at speed on its way to another locale.
Driving tests were conducted at the Hermitage, and
caused some anxious moments for the competitors and
amusement for the onlookers. Bowman & Co. in the
news again, solved the problem of jacking up a car,
spinning the front wheel and driving off, when, at the
word “go,” they alighted, lifted the front end by man-
power, spun the wheel, climbed in and drove off in the
incredible time of 14 seconds. The other competitors
averaged 635 seconds, In the test where it was required to
turn the car 360 degrees on o narrow road with a sleep
slope on it, the cars with a poor lock were at a dis-
advaniage, and once again the Veteran cars showed up
1o advantage. It was during this test that Bert Arnotl,
who was doing so well in the time trial, had the mis-
fortune to jam his gear shift while doing some frantic
cog-swapping on his Overland and lost the maximum
points, Bill Clapham had the bad huck to suffer from a
stalling engine and considerable wheel spin and so lost
out, Hugh Mercer turned on a pretty piece of T Ford
acrobaltics in this test, bul was pipped at the post by the
l-lunger Caddv piloted by J, Ellens, whose polished
performance won the Veteran Driving Test by | point
from the T Ford. The Bowman T Ford demonstrated
to the other Vintage cars, the advantage of epicyclic
gearing for rapid maneouvring of a large car in a con-
fined area,

On the return run a few competitors (to quote a
phrase) became intoxicated by the exuberance of their
own velocity, and many and varied were their stories
that evening of their escapes from total annihilation,
while the wise motored scdately back to Pukaki and
clocked in on Lime at the secret checks. On their arrival
at the Inn the cars were lined up and two knowledge-
ahle visitors, Russel Melvoer from Invercargill and Dave
Mills Trom Tarras, were called in to judge the cars for
condition and standard of maintenance after the trial,
While this was going on, the points [or the time trials,
driving tests, ete., were being compiled and the crews
were having 4 much nceded spruce up for the more
formal procecdings of the cvening.

In the pleasant atmosphere of the dining room of Mr
Wardell’s Lake Pukaki Inn, during a formal and suitably
menued dinner, the Trial came o a fitting climax. Mr
Hugh Mercer announced the results and awarded the
trophies to the winners of each section, and the plagues

to each of the Veteran cars that completed the éourse
in the prescribed time, for the Second Annual and Mew
Zealand's longest (and most arduous) Veteran Car Rally,

Monday saw the crews packing up and lashing hoods,
and folding wind-screens down and driving off home to
Timara and Christchurch into the teeth of un old-man
nor-wester, of such force that for the 10 miles from
Simon's Pass, downhill via Windy Ridge to Balmoral,
low gear was the order for all cars.

Final results—Veteran Car Trial: H. Mercer, 1915
Ford T, Ist (10 points lost); R. Arnott, 1914 Owverland,
2nd, (224 points lost); A. Baker, 1914 Humber, 3rd,
(31 points lost); T. Wilson, 1910 F.N., 4th, (61 points
lost); J. Ellens, 1907 Cadillac, 5th, (70 points lost),
Vinlage Car Trial: D. Bowman, 1917 Ford T, lst
(524 points lost); C. Westoby, 1928 Alvis, 2Znd (784
points lost); A. Awveris, 1924 Singer, 3rd (128 points lost).

Also Competing, but not eligible for placing was
W. Clapham, 1952 Chev,, with only 42 points lost,

Veteran Driving Test: J. Ellens, 1907 Cadillac, Ist,
Vintage Driving Test:; . Bowman, 1917 Ford T, Ist.
Best Turned-out Veteran: T. Wilson, 1910 F.N, Best
Turned-out Vintage: A, Averis, 1924 Singer. Most
Sporting Competitor and Crew: Mr and Mrs A, Baker,
1914 Humber.

Marshalls: [D. WNicholson, Mercedes; D, Oddie,
Bentley; G. Merthens, Yauxhall VYelox; J. Simmons,
1550 Wolseley. All Veternn Cars qualified for plagues.

80 Years

The New 5inger is a product of the skill
and craftsmanship gained in the experi-
ence of eighty progressive years. From
the smallest detail to its outstanding
performance the NEW SINGER offers
positive proof that in the long run ex-
perience counts.

Agent for Timaru and Surrounding
District

JOHN DOWLING
125 EVANS STREET — TIMARU
ALSO FOR THE FINEST AND MOST

REASONABLY PRICED USED CARS IN
THE DISTRICT




OBSERVATIONS ON THE MT. CODK RUN
by Bulbhorn

1. Rumour has it that a large off-white car, with
aluminium bonnel, was seen being ignominiously lowed
inte Geraldine on the morning of the start.

2. That the Mercedes, on a recey trip, covered 360
miles in 11 hours mapping out the route, al the trifling
ecost of a smashed petrol tank, and a badiy slipping
clutch,

3. That a certain Christchurch shutterbug claims to
have a photo of his Ford T. actually fAying over a decp
ford, the driver with his hands over his eyes, and the
gas lever hard down.

4. In the bar that evening it was stated by an ardent
cog-swapper that all epicyclic gear cars should be banned
and a pedal pusher was guick to remark that they always
had been.

5. Mothing happened on the run o explode the
steam car myth. Are thev fact, or still fiction?

6. Ever heard of a Ford owner being unaware of
the mudplug? Ask Bowman.

7. Can vou beat this? Your own car having broken
down on the way to the start (J. Ellens Humberette), vou

return o Timaro and casuvally borrow the 1-lunger
Caddy, and without preparation, spares or cguipment,
drive the 266 miles of the Rally with nothing more note-
worthy occurring than an empty petrol tank.

B. It may be recorded that our friend Mr Dixon, did
not miss a trick on Saturday might at Pukaki.

9. Also worthy of comment was the creditable per-
formance of new member T. Wilson, driving a borrowed
F.N. who made the journey without incident,

10, Rumour has it that the Bakers would like to add
another Veteran to their already select stable—a Model
K Cadillac,

Don Oddie with his Darracg and Hugh Mercer with
his Ford T were at the Invercargill-Riverton Rally on
Ociober 12th, They both enjoved the Rallv and also
the Southland hospitality which was extended to them
while there. Congratulations to Don on winning Class 1.
It was nice to sce him returning to Timaru with a
handsome cup till this time next vear. Hugh Mercer's
Ford was the only car to receive an award for fravelling
over 100 miles to the rally. There were six Model T
Fords altogether and it will no doubt be a record for the
number of cars of one make to enter a rally.

General

COMING EVEMNTS

The Burma Rood Rolly—Jamwary P9, 1958, Organ-
ised by the Wanganui Branch, this Rally covers a dis
tance of some 100 miles over fairly tricky terrain and is
for Vintage and Edwardian cars only. No pre-1910
Veteran can be accepted. Entry forms will soon be avail-
able from all Branch Secrctaries and anvone interested
in a jolly fine “blood and thunder” event should make
enguirics from their local Branch Secrciary,

Dunedin-Brighton Run—Janwary 2560, 1958, Organised
by the Otago Branch, this evenl once more promises (o
be first class. All members should have by now received
their regs. and Entry Forms, so make haste o return
them to the Seeretary of the Dunedin-Brighton Run,

GENERAL NOTES

The Club has, during the past month, had the pleasure
of emtertaining G. Carver and K. MacKenzie who both
within a matter of minutes became Gerry and Mac.
Members of the Bentley Driver's Club, they both own
very desirable 3 litres and in no time had gathered
around them a collection of Bentley “spufflers”. Such is
their enthusiasm that vour Secretary has discovered a
new lease of life and now intends to rebuild his wife's

Natter and Overseas News

3 litre and even Charlie Stanton feels that there is a
possibility of getting his on the road before his “65th
birthdiy,” Jesting aside we thoroughly enjoyed Gerry
and Mac's visit and hope that we may see a lol more
of them,

Batter Days! Seen at the Christchurch A, & P. Show—
a vintage Austin 7 motor and gear box cooled by o ZLero
Fiat Radiator, driving 2 Merry-Go-Round—LUtterly
reliable tool

We hear of a 1907 Model Tractor bearing original
Christchurch registration number Ch.—95.

Christchurch papers bear reports that the Lyttelion
Borough Council’s steam truck has been sold to a Mr
G. F. Cairney who wishes 1o preserve it as a Vintage
car. We believe it 10 be a 1917 Yorkshire and in going
order.

Major achievement of 1957 for the MNational Execu-
tive is the completion of the membership list showing
owners, addresses and cars of both members and non-
members. We are quite some Club now—what a differ-
ence from 1947. All the hard work on the list done by
the Andersons, Mr and Mrs, as usual,



DICK MESSENGER'S REPORT FROM
GREAT BRITAIN

Passed on (o ux from the V. & V.C.C., Aackland

Goodwood Race Meeting and Concours d'Elegance
Vintage Sports Car Club — 14th September, 1937

Concours d’'Elegance: The list showed there were over
1500 entries in all. Eleven wveterans and 140 vintage and
most of them were in outstanding condition, In the
veteran class, the oulstanding cars were the 1203 De
Dion Bouton owned by B. Norman, not only was it in
immaculate condition, both externally and under the
bonnet, but it ran probably better than when new. When
the engine was started, which it did at first pull up, there
was not a click or mechanical sound, just a gentle sisz-
sisz-sisz from the carburettor when it moved away, no
loose joints or chatter, Next to il in the line up was a
huge 1wo-three seater Metallurgique 1907 tvpe, The
original engine of this car, a 10 litre, was taken oul in
1919 and replaced by a 21 litre Maybach engine of a
tvpe they made before 1914 war for use in Motor boals
and Airships. This conversion was done when the car
was owned by E. A, D. Eldridge, whom you may
remember made several conversions of similar type. The
engine is a Tee head side valve, six cylinder 4 valves
each—a monster. Then there was the truly beauntiful 1910
Rolls Royee of 5. J. Skinner; this was the car which
went to US.A. in the rally recently, a magnificent cur
with silver and silver-plated lamps and fittings. 1 was
not pleased with I. M. Bland’s 1909 Daimler; externally
it looked right, but close inspection and under-the-bonnet
disclosed that our good friends Moses & Lawrence had
nothing lo fear, Two delightful Rovers, 1913-14 models,
a lovely 1909 Napier, a 1913 Talbet, a really nice little
1910 Renault. Too many to deseribe in the limited space
1 have set myself.

Then came the Viniage class. 140 of them. I can only
pick out one or two to tell you about. The Concours
winner. a most truly magnificent lsotta-Fraschini straight
& of 1929, in showroom condition. One glance told me
it would be the winner; it could not be anvthing else,
Eight Rolls-Rovee, all lovely, perfectly turned out.
Bentleys ranging from early 3 litres to very special mcing
41's to say nothing of an excellently turned oul and
preserved 64 saloon, One especially intrigued me, a truly
magnificent job, as well made as any fhctory job: 1. L.
Goddard had fitted a 1929 8-litre engine in a 1924 3-litre
chassis—no one can be braver than that! A Calthorpe
1921, Ten Austins, Five Amilcars, including 2 of those
lovely litile supercharged 6 cvl. 1098 cc. single scater
racing cars, made like a watch, in 1927, Seven Sunbeams
1924 1o 1930, Each one of these cars merits an article
by itself, but the high cost of airmail and 140 cars in
the concours is a frightening thought,

The two races on the day, were both of 10 laps of the
Goodwood circuil, First was the Vintage Sporis Car

event, Right from the start the two speeial Bentlevs of
McDonald and Burton leaped out to the front, the
difference between their cars and those other Bentleys
being immediately apparent by the ear-shattering exhaust
note. This was a private race belween these two and
thev gradually outdistanced the field until towards the
end they were lapping the slower cars. Behind them, a
ding-dong effort was between Allen, driving an A.C.
engined Frazer-Nash, and Bailey, on a 6 Bentley. Trv
as he could, Bailey just had not cnough speed on the
straight to make up for the quick take-off of the A.C.
Mash. In a heap behind these four came the rest of the
field, Sunbeam, M-G, Riley, Amilcar and more Bentleys.
As the race drew towards the end I thought the loud
note of McDonald's was losing something, and sure
enough he pulled in, bad luck, Burton won a 74.80 m.p.h.
followed by Allen (A.C, MNash) and Bailey (64 Bentley).
The next race was for “Vintage and Historic Cars.” This
produced a field of 11, most of them famous cars. At
the start W. F. Moss, E.R.A: (Bira’s Remus) Hull, ER.A.
(another Bira) and Spero, Maserati (8 C.M. ex Whilney
Straight-Bira-McAlpine) tore off, followed by a scream-
ing mass of E.R.A's Amilcars, McDonald's Bentley
(going again as well as ever), a 6c Mascrati (nol going
too well) leaving me in the stand with aching ear drums.
First time round, Moss, Hull, T. T. Carson and Brewer
all on ERA'S, were leading, following by Spero’s
Maserati, McDonald (Bentlev) and Amilcar’s screaming
like G.P. cars. Then Spero slipped past into 3rd place
replacing Brewer (E.R.A) and then a few laps later
passed Carson. At lap 6 Moss Ist, Hull 2nd, Spero 3rd.
Rain had fallen as the cars were wailing on the line,
which left the track damp in places and must have made
it tricky at limes; il dried towards hall distance. Spero
closed a little on Moss who quickly realised his danger,
and from then on Spero could make no impression on
the leader. In the end Moss Ist at 74.17 m.p.h. Spero
came in 10 seconds laler to Ind place. Carson 3rd, Hull
dth. None of the others ever looked like gelting among
the leading four aflter half distance. It is interesting to
note that the speed of this race was a little below that
of the Vintage Sports cars in the earlier event, rain was
without doubt the cause, but it is surprising that
sports cars come so close.

A fnal word, What impressed me even more than the
genernl condition of these cars was the absolute perfec-
tion in running. In no instance did 1 hear unexpected
clatter, or noise of any description. Mo exhaust noise
from a Rolls. A romble from a Bentley, A crackle from
a Frazer-Mash or a Bugatti, A chuff and cough from
the mighty Metallurgiqgue. But never a chatter or a
rattle of anvthing mechanical. We can learn something
from this; something we can use 1o our advantage. I
was tremendously impressive,



Canterbury Notes

Yintage Cor Club MN.Z. (Inc.}, Canterbury Branch,

Chairman: R. 5. Turnbull

WAIKARI RUN
LABOUR DAY — 2fth OCTOBER 1957

by J. B, Loughnan

It was in unusual weather conditions for Labour Day
that a group of nine Veteran and Vintage cars sel oul
for an informal run to Waikari in Morth Canterbury to
take part in the Waikari School Jubilee Celebrations,
Although there was plenty of sunshine during the run
of filty odd miles, it was accompanied by a steady nor-
wester which kept the Veterun drivers hard at it in order
Lo gel greatly in excess of twenly m.p.h. on the Waipara
straight. Most of the competitors having had lunch at
some selected spot on the journey on their arrival al
Waikari formed up outside the Star and Garter Hotel.
The MNorthern led the parade along to the domain
grounds where the celebrations were now in their third
dav. Two circuits of the grounds were completed on
arrival in order to let the local inhabitants see the
vehicles in motion. When formed up children and parents
alike swarmed round them. Our thanks ure due to the
Jubilee Committee who turned on a really splendid
afternoon tea for drivers and passengers. One met
several older inhabitants who remember F. . Archer’s
old F.N. car and wondered what had happened to it
They were very interested when shown the actual car
again,

Heon. Sec.: R. J Cummins, 23 Randolph S5t,, Christchurch

Az a southerly was threatening a last drive round the
Domain saw the cars on their way back to Christchurch.
It was when nearing Woodend that the fun began, for a
traffic jam extended from the Waimakariri Bridge. As
the traffic moved at an estimated 10 feet in as many
minutes it was decided that supper on the road side
was preferable. Having eaten, and trimmed the lamps it
was most disconcerting to find the jam extending further
than it had half an hour before. It was 9 p.m. when the
Iast Veteran arrived home with flickering lamps. and no
ovne had been billed for insufficient Lghting, Our thanks
are due 1o two Club members, Alec Shadbolt and Keith
Steflenson, who organised the members who were able
to take part.

PENNZOIL VETERAN RALLY
NOVEMBER 30th, 1957
by D. Margetis

With the organisation running tolerably 1o schedule, an
entry of 30 veteran cars and motor-cycles appeared at
Latimer Square from Messrs MacKay's Garage where
the majority had spent a comfortable night (vehicles, not
drivers). Several late entries included Jack Newell, stag-
ing a welcome re-appearance on the 1910 Wolseley.

Having received route instructions contestants were
dispatched at one minute intervals to the Kaiapoi Park,

W. A.

Cokers Hotel
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encountering several tests, and secret checks to enforce
the maintenance of speeds which the drivers had pre-
viously nominiated, Owing to0 the metalled, unsealed
nature of much of this section some of the older and
more spartan machines inflicted upon their passengers a
particularly dislocating ride, especially Alec Shadbolt’s
1901 Morthern, according to his graphic account, *Just
let me take the organisers for a demonstration and they
wouldn't be so keen on shingle,” Already possessing a
Western and an Orient one wonders, whether possibly
the future will see Alec acquiring a southerly represent-
ative. Incidentallv. a big end correction was expeditiously
carricd out on the Northern at Kaiapoi, After a further
three tests consisting of a wiggle woggle, garaging and
follow-the-string, fellowed by luncheon adjournment,
competitors with the exception of John Palmer's Unic
Wagonette which had suffered timing trouble, again set
off at one minute intervals, this time for Rangiora.

On arrival there a procession was formed behind the
local brass band and an impressive entry made (o the
A. and P. Showgrounds where after a grand parade and
opening words by the Maver of Rangiora further tests
were executed, Many among the older natives were
obviously wvastly moved by the spectacle of such an
array of practical and graceful carriages, particularly
lnter, when Hugh Mercer on his 1915 Ford T proceeded
to cat the 1957 D519 Citroen, and the potatoes, in the
potato race, Quoth a lady spectator concerning Colin
Westoby's Cadillac—"This one looks like a Merry-go-
round™, Darcy Micholson, the owner of this machine.
demonsirated from the ground its ease of handling. By
now the only late arrival, in the person of Geoff
Mehrtens had appeared mounted on his 1906 Reo (late
arrival ¢aused by a breakdown in his modern tow piece
for the Reo) and the Potato Race, Blindfold Driving
Test, Slow Race and the Le Mans Starl were being well
patronised, providing not a little entertainment for the
considerable crowd., During lulls in the proceedings our
sponsors were screening a singularly interesting film of
the striking ol the first ol well in 1859,

The PfA was adequately vibrating by Andy who
has an unequalled Aow of language, both good and if
necessary, bud, and a more than ample knowledge with
which to cover this tvpe of evenl. We suppose he was
responsible for instigating the spectacular contest batween
the 1915 Ford T of Hugh Mercer and the 1957 D519
Citroen of Archibalds. Both machines in trying to outdo
each other described every conceivable manoeuvre, ex-
cepting perhaps the vertical take off although the Citroen
came close enough to this

As evidenced by the clouds of smoke from some of
the more oily veterans and the hydraulic antics of the
Citroen the success of the Pennzoil venture would seem
to be assured. Owing to the one hundred per cent
adjustment of the Ford T (transmission bands this
machine presented a wonderful spectacle in the Potato
Race which called primarily for snappy changes from
forward to reverse speeds. The Citroen’s pilot appearcd
to be rowing against the tide to judge from watching
his selection of ratios, May his hydrauolic system never
leak,

At the conclusion of the tests, competitors left in
their own time for the return trip (o Christchurch.

The fine selection of motor cycles deserves mention,
and their riders—and—passengers praise for essaving an
appreciable mileage. The elegant Kennett combination
were obviouslv influenced in the handling of their
machine by a close study of world side car champion
Erie Oliver, in doing a little wheel lifting.

The evening function held at 8 pom. at the Takahe,
started punctually at 930 p.m. and was a roaring success,
Mrs Slvfield, wife of the Pennzoil prime mover, presented
the commemorative plagques and prizes, clad elegantly in
a frock suitably adorned with veteran vehicles.

With carriages at 1 a.m. the day's activities came 1o
an untimely lermination,

Results: Class 1, M/C, 1908 Dulaux, A, A. Baker;
Class 11, Model K Cadillac, C. Westoby; Class 111, 19035
Darracg, D. Oddie; Class IV, 1913 Calthorpe, A. Baker;
Class V, 1915 Ford, H. Mercer.

Prizes were presented to; H. Mercer, 1915 Ford, for
upholding the Vintage traditions so admirably; Archi-
bald’s Garage, 1957 Citroen, for permilting Hugh (o
prove the capabilities of a Model T; A. Baker, 1908
Dufaux, for compeling so successfully against undue
hardships on a fixed wheel M[C.

BANKS PENINSULA RALLY AND HILLCLIME
by R. 5, Turnbull

The second of these enjoyable cvents was held on
October 5th and 6th at the same venue, and on similar
lines to that held last vear,

Az before, the event consisted of o Rally over back
roads to Duvauchelles, then driving tests, and next day
the hillclimb. Saturday morning saw eleven cars started
from the Carlton Mill bridge, notable amongst these
being Bill Clapham’s magnificent 1920 Stanley tourer
making its first public appearance and performing,
¢xcepl for an occasional noise from the pumps, with all
the uncanny silence of these machines, Others sampling
this event for the first time were Hugh Turtil with his
Cadillag and the Fiat owners Henry and Pidgeon. For-
tunately, the weather was fine as the route through the
Ellesmere district covered a number of grass “roads” and
other tracts of land not deserving this title. AL one
seclion the competitors were politely informed by the
marshal as they entered it that the Lands and Survey
Department classified it as a swamp, Because of itz light
weight and the co-operation of other competitors, the
Turnbull Austin Seven was the only car to get through,
bul re-starting after draining water from the cylinders
and sump took some time.

After this, however, the road conditions improved and
drivers. pressed on 1o make up time on the tar sealed
stretches towards Little River. The alternative road to
the Hilltop, up the stock route, had to be abandoned
hecause of a very slippery surface after recent rain and
all competitors took the main road up to the Hilliop
and on to the Summit Road overlooking the Akaroa
harbour. The trial section of the event finished with a
timed descent from the final route marshal on the
Summit Road to the finish at Duvauchelles.



After lunch Warner Mauger had arranged some well
thought out tests to tax the skill of the drivers. The piéce
de rézistance was o regularity test around a circuit which
included the main road hill leading into Duvauchelles
und had two short tests per lap. Each driver was allowed
to nominate his own lap time, but many were owver
optimistic and lost peints for being late at the control
peint. A finale to the tests was a treasure hunt which
although it gained no points, was certainly enjoyed,

As previously, all meals were partaken at the local
hotel to save the bother of camping equipment and
the Saturdav evening passed quickly as tales of previous
V.C.C, events were told. Amongst those present were
the Stanton brothers, fresh from their New Zealand
speed record of 168.6 m.ph. made that afternoon with
the Gypsy Major Special, and also another Bentley
owner Willis Brown from Invercargill who was up here
awailing the arrival of his new Borgward T.5.

Sunday morning unfortunately dawned with overcast
sky and intermittent showers and it was in these con-
ditions that competitors made their way up the hill o
the start in Pettigrews Road which runs up from Pigeon
Bay. This year the climb was shortened to eliminate the
steep finishing straight and communication between start
and finish was by radio equipmen!, eliminating the un-
popular task of laying and recovering telephone cables.

As was expected, from its performance last year,
Mauger’s 50M8 Fiat with Silvani OH.Y. head, made
fastest time on the first run with Uften's 12/350 Alvis
and Geoff Owen's 5.¥. 5015 Fiat only a few seconds

behind. As the drivers became accustomed to the hill
times improved and even Turnbull’s Austin Seven, after
removal of spare wheel, bonnet and all loose equipment,
managed to ascend without manual assistapce from the
marshals, The main feature of the event was the close
competition between Ufton and Mauger, first one and
then the other leading by only fifths of a second. As the
results show, this exciting duel resulted in Mauger making
F.T.D. by two-fifths of a second. Geoff Owen in his Fiat
was very consistent and Hugh Turtil in the 1922 V8
Cadillac tourer made 2 good run considering the twisty
course and the size and weight of his car. The Stanley
had given trouble on the trial section, later diagnosed
as faulty slide valves, and although it reached Duvauch-
elles eventually, competition motoring was out of the
question and it did not start in the hillclimb. A pity. as
all of us looked forward to seeing it in action with all
taps turned on.

The whole event ran smoothly and was enjoyed by all
present, but there was a scarcity of the more sporting
types of vintage machinery for which we know exist in
Christchurch, for most of the entries were cars of a
rather touring character in the hands of enthusiasts,

OVERALL RESULTS: Hill Climb Ol

Best Time Plce
Driver Car in trial
Rull — 1927 Essex 6 2 min.
Clapham 1920 Stanley

Continued over page
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Cattermole .. 1925 Arrol

Johnston Im, 58 1/5s, 6

Henry 501 Fiat Coupe 2m. 29s 7
Tigget Studebaker

Luxton . Minerva - am.. 135, 3
Mauger . 5018 Fiat — Im. 23 1/5s.
Owen - 5015 Fial — Im. 34 2[5s,
Pidgeon w309 Fial s

Turnbull — 1930 Austin 7 — Im. 95 ]
Turtil 1922 Cadillac VB Im. 45 2/35s. 2
Ufton 12150 Alvis .. Im. 23 2/5s 4

To the Editor . .

Dear Madam,

1 would like to remind all Club members that the
Dunedin-Brighton Bun will once again be on, the date
being Saturday, January 25th, 1958, Members coming lo
Dunecdin to see the run should rémember that it is the
start of Festival Week and accommodation is liable to
be difficult. They should thercfore plan accordingly or
alternatively get in touch with me if they find it impos-
sible to obtain lodgings. It is possible that a certain
amount of accommodation will be available from mem-
bers in town.

Yours, elc,,
Gordon Sharpe
Hon. Sectv. Dunedin-Brighton REun Cmiee.
5 Macnee Sireet,
Mornington, Dunedin,

Dear Mrs Anderson,

Az mentioned in the lnst issue of Beaded Wheels, |
am al present busy restoring a 14/40 Sunbeam tourer.
The engine number of this car is 5313D and the chassis
£374D, indicating a 1924 model. It is fitted with four
wheel braking which 1 understand was an optional extra
on that model,

As the ownership papers show a Miss Euphemia
Yorston, of 424 George Street, Dunedin North, as being
the original owner, date of registration 12/1/25, I am
hoping that you may be able to assist in tracing the
history of the car. | would be grateful for any help in
this direction; also for your help in advising me of any
South Island vintage members with similar cars.

I have both the maker’s instruction book and parls
list for the Sunbeam 20 h.p. six cylinder, dated March
1928, ie., the 75mm x 110mm O.H.Y. motor. | should be
happy to loan either of these on a short term basis to
any member of South Island Clubs.

I should in return be pleased for the loan of an
instruction book for my own 14/40,

Yours, elc.,
K. J. A, Chapple
54 Cliff Road,
Torbay, Auckland.

Classified Advertisements

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
BATES

CLUB MEMBERS: Free for first three lines (approx.
25 words); thereafter 1/- per line (8§ words).

MNON-MEMBERS: 5/- for first three lines or less; there-
after 1/- per line,

To be accepted all advertisements must be typed and
be accompanied by the necessary remittance and must
be in the hands of the Editor not later than the 15th
duy of the month before publication date,

Special display advertisements of cars for sale com-
plete with photos may be inserted at special and wvery
reasonable rates, for details of which =service write to
the Editor.

FOR SALE: Sunbeam 2060 tourer, 1925, ex Jack
Philips. Very sound mechanically with excellent
rubber. A most reliable vintage tourer. Price £304,
P. Marler, Konini Road, Titirangi, Auckland. Phone
167 Titirangi.

FOR SALE: 1929 Sunbeam 16 h.p. Saloon. General con-
dition very good. 3 owners, complete history available,
Spares including engine, clutch, gearbox. rear axle,
and steering box for sale with car or scparately. Best
offer accepted. For further detnils and photographs
write to W. M, Bremner, 24 Mansfield Ave., 5t Albans,
Christchurch. Phone 56-567,

FOR SALE: Tyres, tubes and rims, 875 x 105 B.E. (2).
440 x 23 B.E. (3), 30 x 3} S.E. (2). Tyres only (1 of
cach): 875 = 105 BE., 34 x 4 SE., 440 x 23 B.E.,
30 x 3 BE, 31 x 4 SE,, 35 x 600 S.E. Most of these
tyres are in excellent condition. Will sell or consider
exchange for good 765 x 105 B.E. Contact T. M.
Wilson, Washdvke, South Canterbury.

WANTED: Twin cylinder anti-clock magneto, suitable
for 1909 Briton. Also any information on the above
two sealer car, especially pictures or a catalogue, Write
to . Mills, Tarras, Central Otago.

Obituary

The Club is distressed to learn from the Wanganui
Branch of the death of member Clive Fuller of Hastings.

Clive had been a member of the Club for three vears
and up to recent times had led an enthusiast’s isolated
existence in  Hastings. A member of the Wanganui
Branch, he had few opportunities, owing to distances,
(0o compete im any evenls or eéven get together and
discuss our “obsession™ with other members. However,
isolated as he was, he never at any stage lost his enthusi-
asm and wrote constantly giving details of the restora-
tion of his 1927 Hyper Lea Francis which he had hoped
to have motoring this month and which we feel will
be a fitting epitaph to him.

To his family and [friends we extend our deepest
sympathy in a loss which we, The Vintage Car Club
of N.Z. Inc. Feel most deeply.
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1906 CADILLAC MODEL 'M* TOURING CAR
The 1906 Cedilloc catalogue claimed: Mo effort or expense
has been spared to moke the 1906 Cedilloc all that could
be wished or in a light fomily cor. It is copoble of o speed
of 25 to 30 miles on hour
The general design is of surpossing beouty and, with our
superh finish, gives it o tone of quiet richness which will nat
be excelled”,
The 1906 Cadilloc Madel "M’ Touring Car had a one-cylinder
engine, rated at 9.7 horse-power, This engine hod been used
by Cadillac since itz beginning, in 1902, The weight of the
Model 'M" was 1,578 pouds, ond it hod a wheelbase of 76",
The price of the Cadillac Model ‘M’ was 950 dollars .
1,025 dollars with Cope Carte top and lamps were not
included in aither price.

GENERAL MOTORS

Generol Motors MNew Zealond Limited, F
Bouverie Street, Petone, ond at Upper Hutt l |
| GEMERAL
| moTORS ¢
Chevrolet, Youxhell, Helden, Pontise, Oldsmabile, § - |
Bulek Codillae Cars. Beditord and Chevrolet f-:-".""'.ﬁrlj."
Trucks. Frigidoire Houscheld Applionces. G.M, el

B el
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1905 BUICK MODEL *C’

FBowered By o two-cylinder valve-in-
F { 12 hop. ongine locoted under the

crd eranked  from the hll’.!l.'.
g centrgl chain from  the

rear gxle Woater and

anks ited under the hood
[ o,  two forwaed

s, Cone eluteh,
whoelbose, 55"

ery spoked wheels
ocounds, Price, with oxtros

190% OAKLAND MODEL ‘40°
Intreduced - in 1909, when Oaklond
isined the Gencral Motors Corporation
Powered by o four-cylinder engine,
develapong 40 Harsepower The
eylinders of this engine were cost in
pairs, similar o a four-cylinder molor
cycle engine. With a 112 inch wheel-
bose, the Ooklond Madel 40" wos o
full five-seater, 34 wheals, 4" Ivros,

1913 CHEYROLET ‘BABY CRAND"
Dne of the ealiest Chevrolels The
flat dash ord ongular cowl which
dnoracterised the eary Chevrglet can
B¢ sesn to odvantoge on this. model,
Ir was poweod by o four-cylindar
dlve-‘m-hecd engine developing 21.7
hp A full five-seater, it had o 104%
whieelbase, weighed 2,375 pounds and
wold for 875 dollars.



