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Beaded Wh eels is the voice of th e Vintage and Veteran Car Movement in New Z ealand and of the Clubs whose
ef fo rls are [os tering and eFer widening th e interest in this mo vem ent and for m rally ing points fo r tha t 1'1'1'1'

increasing band of enthusiasts. Th e [ascina tion of age itself or revulsio n fro m th e f lashy medio crity of 0111'

present day is drawing (Ill increasing number of mot orist s back 10 th e ind ividuallty, solid worth , and [u nc­
tioual elegance that was dem and ed by a more discrim inating generation and it is 10 th ese tluu we dedlcater--
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C O V E R PHOT O

1906 Ca dillac with Jim Ellens at th c
helm en ro utc to Mount Cook. Ph ot o
by D on Odd ic St ud ios.

~ditotia~
It is now a long time since Veteran and Vi nt age people in

thi s country ha ve had to deal with the diffi cult pr o blem of
th e hyb rid ca r. T h is C lub has set a r igid bo unda ry to both
Veteran and Vintage period s, defining a Veteran car as on e
manufactured prior to De cember 31st 1918 a nd a V int age ca r
as o ne manu factu red between Januar y 1st 19 19 a nd D ecember
31st 1931.

T he Club ha s declined to accept as Vint ag e. ca rs whi ch ma y
be classed as " po st-vin tage th oroughbred s" o r ca rs which in
principle , design and manu fact ure ap pea r to foll ow th e Vintage
tradition . The rea son fo r thi s a ttitude lies chiefly in a de sir e
to elimi na te a rbitrary and ill-defined lim its se ttled in m ost
cases by per son s a nd not by a r igid and a bs trac t line of
dem arcat ion.

T his C lub ha s so far fo u nd no difficult y in running its
eve nts and co mpe ti tions on these lines and has been helped
grea tly by th ose who have so consc ientious ly carried out th eir
duties as scr u tinee rs and jud ges at even ts. The task has been
co m pa ra tively easy to so rt th e non -con forming shee p fr om the
Veteran and Vintag e "goa ts" but the task wh ich will not be so
easy and which mu st sooner or lat er pr esent itself to th e C lu b
will be that of determining whe n a Veteran or Vintage ca r is
eligible or no t for its resp ective class or wh en it is a " hybrid"
th at is com posed of Vetera n o r Vintage and modern parts or
some com bin ation o f both o r a ll.

In other words. wh o is to say wh en a Veter an ear is not a
Veteran o r a Vintag e car not Vintag e thr ough virtue of the
admixture of some part whi ch doe s not con fo rm to th e ba sic
pe riod of manufacture o f th e ca r.

T his pr oblem a rose some yea rs ago in th e C lu b then known
as the New Z ealand Spor ts Ca r Clu b which had an enthusiasti c
co re of Vintage typ es and which offered for co m pe tition in
speed even ts a Vintage trophy. We do not kn ow what so lu tion
was reached . if an y. but - we do kn ow that there was a great
co n trov e rsy over the matte r.

T he pr obl em strikes a t the ve ry root o f th e Vintage creed
a nd it wo uld seem that th e time is ripe fo r the C lub as a
wh ole to con sid er th e problem . a nd to try to find some work­
a ble so lu tion. Do we beli ev e tha t a ll Vet er an a nd Vintage
car s a re incap able of improvement a nd sho uld not be a lte red
or modified o r do we ackn owledge their sho rt-com ings in
design a nd manu fact ure but S'lY that we acce pt th em as the y
were in tended to be '! Do we co nside r th at ob viou s defects in
de sign and manufacture should be remed ied by modifi cations
a nd if necessar y by th e inc orp oration of modern parts eve n if
su bs ta ntia l in size or importa nce . Her e we mu st tak e ca re to
d ist ingu ish betw een replacement part s of recent manufacture
and actua l mod ern par ts ins ta lled as mod ification s. Do we seck
engineer ing perfection a t any pri ce or do we accept wh at was
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intend ed to be fo r wha t it is an d no mor e. D o we magnify
the imperfecti ons of our cars or a dmire a nd enjoy their virtues.
acce pting them for what their creato r intended . Certa in sma ll
modific ati on s ma y be dictated by necessit y and becau se exa ct
replacement of the or igina l part is impossibl e (e.g. wheel
conversio ns); such mod ifications mu st be accep ted even if
with regr et. Wh at we mu st dete rmine though is ou r a tt itude
to int entional modi ficati on s not dictated by the ne cessity of
replacing some vita l pan of a ca r but exec uted merel y to
sa tisfy some wh im of the owne r. Wh at wo uld members th ink
of a 12/ 50 Alvis fitt ed with a mod ern 4-cylinder spo rts-car
motor because th e owner co nside red it a mor e efficient power

un it. T ha t such a thing has not happened is perhaps f'ort una
and prob abl y speaks well for the pu rist spir it of mernbe
(some evil people would att ribute it to a mere lack of finan c
but the possi bility that such sacr ilege will be co mm itte d
never fa r remove d and we must be prep ar ed to deal with
when it does occ ur.

Some me m bers ha ve str on g views on th is su bject and it
to be hoped that their views will be aired in the co rre spo ndent
column; all members should have so me views a nd these sho u'
be mad e kn own fo r the y are o f paramount imp ortan ce to It
future admin istra tion of thi s C lu b. Thi s pr oblem affects Ol

very life-blood-it mu st be faced an d so lved .

Northern Natter • by Chef Parker

President: B. McGinn

OFFICERS OF THE VINTAGE 6- VETERAN CAR CLUB (AUCKLAND INC.)

Hon. Secretory: N. Adoms

Auckland Editor, P. V. Maxwell, 38 Galf Avenue, Otahuhu, Auckland .

A new featu re of Club life tha t has been ham st rung
10 a degree by wea the r conditions . is the monthl y club
run. T his tak es pla ce every seco nd Sunda y of the month
and will not confli ct if possibl e with major club eve nts.

How ever . th ere is plenty of tim e yet to get organized
o n these plea sant events when summer really sta rts. and
"hen more cars turn out.

At Henderson rece ntl y was held thc first of what
sho uld becom e a not her importa nt a nnua l event in thc
form of a n " Improvement Concours " to be held purely
within C lub ranks to give memb ers a lead a nd a n
insight into how th eir ca rs compar e. and how genera lly
the keen restorer s a re progressin g, This first event had a
fai rly meag re respo nse. but it might be that the a nno unce­
ment ra ther scared some members who a re not prepar ed
to bring ca rs up to a good sta nda rd (e .g. th ose who own
Vintage ca rs but turn o ut in modems! - Ed .).

Th e ca rs of not e rece ntly ac q uired by mem bers. a nd
car s to change hands are we think of as mu ch int erest
as info rma tion regarding th e regula rs. Let us dw ell on
th e pr omi sing discovery of a Davi s tourer , a Bullnose
Morr is. a nd a 1923 Bu ick , by member Paisley of Na tio na l
Park . The re-app earance of th e ex Philips , ex Lunt
Vauxhall in the keen hands of new member Ea rl. Inci­
dentall y. the nice D type 1920 Vau xhall that Ge orge
Gilltrap had in ca ptivity is now in th e hands of M r
Thorn son of Put aruru, a nd he is busy resto rin g it.
Howic McM eekin has ac quired a rea lly lux ur iou s
Packa rd 8 limousine of 1935 to a ugme nt his sta ble. a nd
this ca r ma y trul y be term ed a classic.

A NNUA L GEN ERAL M EETIN G

A goo d mu ster in the Sunday School U nion Hall sa w

o ur third A.G .M. to a sa t isfac to ry con clu sion . Qu ite a
few issues were discu ssed and a good team assembled fo r
the 1957 / 58 seas on a ltho ugh only a han d ful vo luntee red
their services fo r C lub office. Popula r president . Horacc
Robinson stoo d down from nom inati on as Presid ent for
1957 / 58. as he intends to mak e a tr ip to U.K. earl y next
yea r. Bernard McGinn was elected as President and
No rm Adarns as Sec reta ry . Che t Parker was elect ed to
the office of Club Ca pta in. a nd the balan ce of the team
for the new seaso n con sist s o f Pet er Muxwcll. Na n
Fra ncis, Jim Fra ncis. John Irv ine and Ron Mo ses from
whom we a nticipa te man y progressive ideas in the
months to co me.

OTO ROHANGA RU N

As guests of the Wa itomo Ca r C lub. half a do zen
clu b ca rs h ea ded fo r Ot o rohanga, on e hundred a nd
twent y mil es south of Auckla nd to compete in a Gym­
kh an a on the local reserve. a nd la ter to ma ke a displ a y
as a background to the town 's spo rts events for Co m­
munity Week .

The luck y vo lunteers fo r the tr ip had a grea t time
as guest s of the local s. a nd sam pled that brand of
hospital ity so natural to country towns. Un fortunatel y, a
susp icious so und in the work s of the Sun beam sa loo n,
ca used N orm Ad arn s and Pet er Maxwell to turn back .
but the others had a trouble free run.

The Rhode two- seat er of Ern ie Br ickn ell a nd fr iend.
the Bentley of G lassie G ray with C. Parker as eo-driver,
the Sunbeam of Wa rren Johansen . the Bick erton 2a/6 0
Vau xh all an d the M cKea ting fa mily in the Silver Ghos t
were all among th ose p resent at thi s outing.



We are pleased to pu bl ish in th is issue D ick Messen­
ger's aceount of eve nts in E ngland . and we look forward
to a regul ar flow of news from him.

Ou r othe r sta lwart overseas trave ller, George G illtra p,
has no t wr itten a t a ll. but will be hom e soo n, and no
do ubt will tell us a ll about it !

C A REY PARK PI CNI C- CON CO URS hy ROil M oses

A mid the beautif ul na tive bush a nd mountai n streams
of Carey Park , Henderson , a dozen-odd Vint age ears
parad ed o n Sa turday . 12th Octo ber, after a nigh t of
storm a nd tempest , for a co m bined picnic a nd co nco ur s.

T he turn-out o f ca rs included the Vice-p resident on a
new mount a completel y origina l P.V .T . Sunbeam
18 h .p. sa loo n, M. a nd W. Dick ens with N orm Ad arn s'
for mer Sunbea m tourer, Moses and La wre nce in the
well -kn own 1919 Da iml er , M iss More's nicel y kept 1929
Standa rd 10, E. and J . Alton 's 1929 Dodge, W. Hickey's
res pec ta ble green Ford A . Phil Jon es on a Ford A.
R. Oldfield's De Soto, a nd 1. lrvines pleasant 14/75
Al vis.

T he only ea rly Vintage types to put in an appea ra nce.
o ther th an the 1919 Daimler. were a 1923 An saldo and
E. Bricknell's pr etty littl e 1924 Rh od e. O f Veteran s there
was. a las , not a single onc.

Although the A uckla nd wea the r has of lat e been
un settled . it is a bo ut tim e. we think. tha t a few more
of the C lub 's cars prepa red to sa lly forth from win te r
qu a rters to justify the preparation that has to go into
these outings. So get " crack ing" a ll th e keen types. a nd
let' s ha ve yo ur support!

We were del ighted to welcom e a keen no rthern mem ­
ber. M r Vic McCready. who made a pilgrimage of 170
mi les fro m Kaik oh e tu a tte nd th e eve nt. and generou sly
und ertook tu ass ist with the jud gin g. T his was soon
completed. a nd disclosed that th ou gh the numbers of
ears was limit ed , the sta ndard wi th bu t two exc ept ions
was a hi gh one .

T his m ost enjoya ble occas ion co ncl uded with af ter­
noon tea . and a talk by the Vic e-p resident on restor­
at ion work. a nd the condition a nd appearance expected
o f ca rs belonging tu our C lu b.

Result s- OI'eraU winner : N . Ad arn s, 1932 Sunb ea m
P.V.T . Vintage Catcgory: 1st pl ace. M . and W . Dicken s.
J928 Sunbea m ; 2nd place. M oses a nd Law rence. 1919
Da im ler ; 3rd place . E. a nd J. Al to n. 1929 Dodge.

TH E LONG. LON G T RA IL TO A VETERAN

DELAGE
hy Jim Francis

On the 12th June 1946. a col d wint er's n ight . I was
reading the Au ckl and Star's "Cars for Sa le" col um n.
Wh en I rea ched th e "Os". I sa w a Dura nt a t .£5. in
Otahuhu, the town in whi ch I live. I co uldn 't ge t there
fa st eno ugh-on m y p ush bikc! With th c a id of a torch .

I didn't tak e lon g to find the hou se. T he owne r ca me
to the door; but before I had m or e th an a few minutes
co nversa tio n with him. I noticed two other p rob able
pro spect ive customers ar riving a t the ga te. So. a fter
a me rely quick glance a t the car. I sa id I wo uld tak e it.
T he n. o ff I wen t to find a fr iend who wo uld be will ing
to tow the Du ran t with his ca r. By th is time . there were
m ore ca rs sto ppi ng outside the house-I had jus t mad e it.

T he Du rant had no tyres, so the first job was to wr ap
ro pe ro und the rims ; she was no t easy to tow beh ind
a Morris Eig ht. Nex t da y. I inspected m y purch ase in
more detail. She wa s a fo ur cy linde r tourer o f a bo ut
1924 vintage, fitted with 23 in rim s. T he m ot o r wa s seize d
up , so the next jo b was a free ing-up pr ocess. I took o ut
a ll the plugs and filled th e cyl inders with ke ro sen e and
o il, then left the m for two weeks. At the end of th at
time. a fter much hauling on th e cra nk-ha ndle, I
managed to free he r. I rem oved the head , did th e valves .
repl aced the ex ha us t valves, put in a set of r ings . a nd
o nly had a few bolts left over ! The motor ra n lik e a
charm ; but the Durant had no tyres to run on. N ow the
sea rch for tyres began ; r tr ied ever y gar age in and aro und
A uckland without success . Advertising was the next
step. wh en I rece ived o nly one repl y- from the ow ner
of a Deluge fitted with 23i n tyres.

D uring the foll owing wee kend I we nt to see him . a nd
fo und he had just removed the origina l bod y and re­
placed it with a va n bo dy to use o n camping tri ps. I
measu red the tyres . which prov ed to be only 22}i n
an d no t in good order. However . the lit tle De lage had
taken my eye . I liked its brass ra dia to r a nd low bonn et.
I co uldn ' t resist as king if the who le vehicle was for sa le.
F ina lly we agreed on a price. and a rra nge d th at I should
tak e delivery in a week's time. As I d id no t require both
the D ura nt and the Deluge. I adver tised the Durant.
witho ut tyres. A pu rchaser ca me. he had fo ur brand new
lyres with him . As soon as the tyres were filled a way
went the Du rant to Henderson .

I was lo ok ing fo rward to Sunday. wh en the Deluge
would co me hom e. She was ju st wh at I wanted . My
M other a nd Father cam e with me in thei r car in cas e
I sho uld need a tow. F irs tly. before dri ving it on the
roa d . we had to get some air int o the tyres. T he front
tyres had long splits in them , so out ca me some insul ­
ati on tape. Before we finishe d, we had bound six roll s
a ro und them; it worked wonder full y. Next . we had a
look at the benzine. then put o il in the tank . As it is
d ry feed . it pumps th rou gh the mo tor a nd back to the
ta nk (or sho uld I say out the ste rn) . After a few cra nks
she roared into life. The previ ou s ow ner showed me
how to work the gea rs, wished me luck . and wat ch ed
me head for home.

O nce we were o ut on the roa d . do wn went m y foot.
the n I remembered to look behin d to see if my Fa the r
an d Moth er were foll ow ing. I co uldn' t see a th ing fo r
smo ke ; a ll the cars beh ind had to slacken speed . If the
little De luge had ta ken pa rt in the last war. it wo uld
ha ve ended m uch sooner.

We wi ll carry o n a littl e fu rther in the nex t issue .



Road Test No. 12 20/60 Vauxhall
hy I . G. S . Shurpe

It ha s been maintained in som e cir cles tha t Vauxh all s
ceased to exist after the old company was bought out
in 1926 by General Motors.

I would like to point o ut a t the beginning of thi s
road test. th at Vauxhall s built in the best vintage
tradition most certainly did exist . but in a di ffere nt
gui se from the old firm 's car s. One of these cars is to
be tested in thi s article. a 1929. 20.9 h. p. 20 /60. ow ned
hy Mr C . W. Ha rper of Dunedin.

It must be remem bered a t the sta rt tha t these cars
were in no way spo rting vehicles, but te nde d mo re to­
wards the semi -luxury line. an d in th is field. ac qu itted
th em selves very we ll. Colin's ca r is pos sib ly o ne o f the
best co nd it ione d exa m ples of thi s m od el left. and wh en
I took it over fo r the test he exp la ined to me that it was
hi s on ly ca r and it was used reg ular ly every da y for
bu siness and dur ing th e weekends fo r his family. and
had been do ing th is se rvice fo r some yea rs with no more
a tte ntion th an regula r ma int ena nce. At the da te of test­
ing. the car had co mp leted a bo ut 105.000 mil es .

T he firs t thing about thi s motor car , which strikes one
is the attention to detail. the man ufacture rs having
spa red nothing on giving it a ver y comfortab le five-seater
sa loon bod y. Leather uph ol stery is used throughout. even

on the do or pan els. a nd the fr ont bu cket sea ts . especiall y
the dri ver's, a re ver y comfortab le. the inside ligh ting
functi on s on o pen ing the do o rs a nd all interior wood­
work is in wa ln ut.

The driver is confronted by a massive fo ur -spo ked
stee ring whee l. the usual r ight-hand brake a nd a cen­
trall y position ed gear lever wh ich I felt was a litt le out
of place \~ it h the res t of the ca r and co ntro lli ng it wit h
its q uite long uncerta in trave l could prove a tedi ou s
busi ness. T he instrume nt panel is laid o ut on a black
metal backing inset into a wa lnut da shb oard . a nd co n­
tai ns spee do me ter . o il press ure ga uge. ignition ligh t.
a mmete r a nd clock ; a Hob son telga uge was a lso pr esent
but. as is usual with this inst rum ent. it had lon g since
ceased to funct ion.

Brie fly se t out. th e specifications of this T . series 20 /60
Vauxha ll reads as fo llows. The engine is a six cy linder
the block being cast in tegra l with th e crankcase and
two over head va lves per cylinder arc mounted ver tica lly
in the detachable cylinder head a nd a rc opera ted by
co nventional long push rods and rockers . T he cra nk­
sha ft is ca rried in seven main bea rings lu bricated under
pr essure by a gear pump skew driven from the centre
o f the camshaft a nd th is a lso po sitivel y lu bricates big

f
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is reason abl y firm an d is co ntrolled by shock a bsor bers
whi ch seem able to cop e with a ny demands made up on
them . It was found th at th e steering was fa irly he avy
com bin ed with a sligh t spo ngcy feeling which . in its
turn led to a feelin g of in security on a nything ap proa ch ­
ing a fas t bend. However. the se factors ma y have been
due to incorrect pr essu res in the front tyre s a nd lack
of oil in the stee ring bo x since both these faults we re
det ected a t the conclusion o f the test.

Un like so- man y vintage sa loo ns ther e is no trace of
bo dy weave in thi s ca r a nd particularly noticeable was
th e fact that the radi at or and the bulk head rema ined
perfectly steady under rough condit ion s instead of
moving in rela tio n to each other as can be seen in the
olde r Vauxhalls whose chass is a re not br aced to the
sa me ext ent as thi s one. (T h is co-operation between
ra dia tor and bulkhead mu st ha ve been di sconcerting for
a Bentley d river-Ed.).

Ev en upon short acqua intance th e 20 / 60 Vauxhall
impress es itself up on one as being a most desirable
vehicle a nd one which still shows con siderable attention
to detail. Th e manufacturers ha ve plac ed their reliance
upon producing a sem i-luxu ry ca r (priced a t £785 new)
whi ch is beautifull y finished , of moderate performance
and extre me ease of main tenance; there ca n be no doubt
that in this the y have succeeded excep tion all y well. T he
T. ser ies 20/60 Vauxhall is built in the best vintage
trad ition s "properly pr ocl aiming its value by substance
al on e a nd not by meretri ciou s orna me nta tion."

Otahuhu

•
JONESw.

Saleyard Road

ends, cam shaft bearings a nd over hea d ro cker gear . The
bore and stro ke are 75m m x l lOmm giving a ca pacity
of 2916cc. The gea rbox is in unit with the engi ne a nd
provides fou r forward speeds a nd reverse , th e driv e being
taken from it via an op en propeller sha ft with Hardy
Spicer universal joints to a conventional sp ira l bevel rear
axle giving a n ultimate rati o of 4.73 to I . This parti cul ar
car has, how ever. su ffered a disaster to its ori gin al cro wn
wheel and pin ion a nd now spor ts a n Oak land unit giving
the same rati o.

Dealing with the chassis, thi s is equipped with lar ge
diameter and quite efficient brakes on all four wh eels,
the handccake operating on the transmission . Ste ering
is by a Marles patent cam a nd ro ller proprieta ry un it.
Colin's particular ca r is fitted with wire wheels in place
of the more usual sankeys and al so ha s Luvax Bijur one
sho t chassis lubrication wh ich still function s extremely
efficiently. Springing needle ss to say is by serni-ellip tics
all round . Th e track measures 4ft 8iin at the fro nt and
4ft 8in a t th e rear and the tyre size is 5.25 x 20. The
whole ca r sca les ju st on 35 cwt emp ty.

The footbrakc adjustm ent s arc int ere sting. the front
brakes bcing ad justable by a hand wheel o n thc top of
the king p .n which is connected by means of a shaft
th rough the hollow king pin to a wedge working between
two rollers. p y simp ly scre wing the adjustm ent down thc
roll ers ar e sepa ra ted and corre ct clearances maintained.
On thc road thi s proved to be particularly handy and
very quick ...,finall y the elect rical department co nsists of
a Delc o Rerny coil sys tem with a sem i-a uto ma tic
adv ance ret ard lever on the steering wheel whi ch look s
aftcr ignitio n. All other elcct ricn l eq u ipme nt is o f Lucas
origin .

One 's first impression up on taking the controls of the
car is the gear box noi se in the indirect s (Colin has been
trying in vain to obtain an other box , so far without
success), but once in top gear a bility to think is restored
and th e ca r is 'very qu iet and run s smoothly with onl y
the faintest suggestio n of a whine from the differential.
50 m.p.h. see ms to be the most pleasant cruising speed
and on e has the impression th at it could maintain this
speed virtually endlessly . T here is st ill however. plenty of
power in hand a nd a maximum of between 70 a nd 75
rn.p .h . could be obtained quite readil y.

The co nsidera ble tot al weight and fai rly " wo o lly"
cha ract eri stic s of the engin e do not make fo r spa rkling
performance in hill climbing and with th c fa irly low
and well s;\: lced indirect gears one must be patient until
flatter country is reached aga in a nd 50-55 m.p .h. a ver­
ages can once more be indulged in. These spee ds a re
accom pa nied by the peace o f mind engendered by the
knowledge th at the braking is po werful eno ugh to cope
with an y emer gency.

After so me quiet drivin g on sealed roads it was
decided to try some rough patches and here aga in thc
car acquitted itself with cred it. T he suspe nsio n handled
the chan ge in conditions with ease and th e ca r rode
superbly; ver y little rolling was encounter ed on the
corner s since the spr ing ing, although by no me an s rigid.



Steam Coming Up hy H. H. Atulerso n

To some readers of " Beaded Wheels" pa rt of the
cha rm and th rill of vintage mot oring lies in the co nstant
and ra the r int riguin g sense of the "unexpected" which
acco mpa nies th ose who jo ur ney in such veh icles . T he
trial s a nd errors inseparabl e fro m pioneer moto ring
prov ide the "cha llenge" that m ak es the successf ul con­
clusion of any jou rne y by vintage ca r all the sweeter.
both in fulfilme nt and in re trospect.

To the steam en thusiast mu ch the same exh ilarat ion
was alway s a t h and, with pe rha ps the ad ded hazard s to
be n egoti ated before even a whee l eou ld be tu rn ed . thi s
th rown in for good va lue,

In the ea rly yea rs of this century when the Briti sh
E mpire was de fac to and when Br itannia ruled the
waves, som e ten ar mo ured cr uise rs join ed the fleet.
Kn own as the "County C lass" these sh ips lived on to
ea rn honourable record in World War 1. Lo ng before
1914 two of their num ber were empl oyed as seagoing
traini ng cruisers, in which cadets served for ni ne mo nths
before joi nin g the first seagoing ships in the fleet.

Eac h of these sh ips carri ed as th eir p rinciple link
with the shore a "fifty-six foo t picket boat" . T hese boats
were designed to carry an offe nsive arma me nt of a
3-pou nder gun an d two torpedoes which coul d be
release d by suitab le drop ping gear. T hey were th erefor e
strongly built and weighe d some 18 ton s, a nd for their
size a nd time were powerfu lly engined a nd fast. T hey
were filled with a sma ll 3-drum wat er tube bo iler an d a
set of 250 h.p. com pound engines, so tha t they co uld
stea m at 13 kn ot s or close to it.

Boilers, engi nes a nd au xil ia ries were well designed a nd
bea utifully fitt ed exa mples o f ma chinery a nd a passage
to and f rom the sho re in a "fi fty -six Iootcr" was qu ite
an expe rience, espec ia lly in a for eign harbou r, with the
Wh ite Ensign flying as tern , or. in anything like a sea way.

T here was, however, at least in the tra ining exercises,
an other side to the story in which the cadets were, in
rotation , cast fo r the role of " L igh ters up a nd Raiser s
of Stea m." Work ing in pa irs, th is duty was timed to
start a t 0400 with some 2-} hours a llowed to ra ise a full
head of steam (250 lb) from co ld, a nd to finish ea rly
enough fo r the boat to be read y for the 0630 shore trip,
upon which , in turn , depend ed the sup ply of fresh milk ,
mail. supplies an d ot he r detail s necessar y to the goo d
order of the ship's harbour ro utine.

By th e time the wheel of fort une had sto pped a t the
door of the present writer and his mate, there had been
several fai lures to ma ke the grade in this exercise, with
the resu lt that the remainder were well o n their toes
not only to escap e the ignom iny of fa ilure, but to gain

a modicum of poi nts fo r " practica l time" in a not fa r
d ista nt series of examina tions .

Accordingly, in the year of K ing George V's coro n­
atio n, on a fine Jul y mornin g in the peace and sti llness
of St Georges Ba y, Newf ound lan d, two figures ap pea r
on deck a nd proceed abo ut their business . One checks
the stern mooring ro pe whi le h is mat e goes over the
lower boom, hauls up the boa t by th e lazy painter a nd
gets ab oard, to be joined shortly af ter by his pa rtn er.

In th e boi ler room two empty ca nteen packing cases
have been tho ugh tfully left by the Stoker P .O. of the
boa t's day crew.

Now, Welsh steam coa l, as used in H.M. ships o f th e
day. whil st a most efficient fue l, needs a goo d deal of
heat to get it star ted and a fair drau ght to keep it
a light. The experience of p reviou s fai lures had impressed
o n the m ind s of th e present gro up not to feed he r with
coal too early or too mu ch. an d yet the two pa ckin g
eases did not seem to provide an over flowing supply of
star ter. Reflecting gloomily on these obvious hazards, a
thi n layer of prim ing coa l was laid on the ba rs (as
detailed in the book) a nd by means of the usual wad of
oily cott on waste the wood was soon well ali ght. Wit h
the wood supp ly goi ng fas t, the grea t deci sion had to
be tak en-Welsh coa l. how mu ch an d when'! T he re was
no doubt as to the seco nd part of the qu est ion ; it was
now or never, but unfortunatel y a t th is point the optimist
ove rdid his pa rt; a handful too much, and the beautiful
glowi ng fire sett led to a nasty, cheerless da rk mass, in
fact o ur record making steam rai ser had dege nera ted in
a few seco nds into a n imm ed iate men ace to soci ety.
Time was mov ing on a nd things had to be done qui ckl y.
Feed ing the remaining wood int o tbe centre of the li re,
wher e hope still remai ned, the red glow gradu all y re­
sp read. help ed, we a re sorry to record. with ca ref ully
applied doses from the engine room oil ca n. Shor tly, a
very faint hissing came from the ma in sto p va lve. which
had been sligh tly eased oH its sca t. a nd a few m inutes
late r 5 Ib of stea m was showing on th e ga uge . By thi s
time the wood supply was exha usted a nd an other b ig
decision was ahead-could we sta rt the fan engine , T his
q uestio n was soon sett led; with 15 Ib on the ga uge the
engine go t away an d the effect of the sma ll ai r pressure
was electr ic. Our good Wel sh coa l. h ithert o looked o n as
P ublic Enemy No. 1, became our loyal and true frien d
a nd the needle in the pressure ga uge crept up steadi ly
so that feed pump an d co ndenser circula ting pu mp could
be war med throu gh a nd sta rted . From th is po int on the



In a Flash
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Accordingly, the 0400 ro utine was aga in set in motion
and. accompanied by the vete ran ro ad ro ller dr iver.
steam ra ising was set about.

This time, with act ive mem ory of St Gcorgcs Bay
days. the awful black mass in the fire box was avoid ed
and by 6 a.rn. when the tria l was due to star t. the ro ller
presen ted itself with three-quarter wat er level. a goo d
thi ck fire (were a few lumps of cok e not from the
Co rpora tion gas works ?) and a full head of steam. The
C ity Engineer, complete with not ebook and stop wa tch.
read out the " ru les of the game" in best referee style.
and accompa nied by a couple of milk float s an d a crowd
of sma ll ea rly risers , we were off. To the ha lfway po int .
the scene of previou s disas ter. a ll seemed to go well.
steam pressu re held . the pace was a goo d fas t walker
and , ab ove all. the wat er had on ly gone back to the
half glass. A t the turn , in order to hu sban d the steam
supply. a good wide sweep was made and by good
cha nce the sma ll red uction in speed seemed to offset the
claims of the steer ing engine. so that the seco nd lap
sta rted agai n with full pressure.

T he return journey was even bett er. as a very slight
downh ill gra de some 300 ya rds fro m the finishin g point
bro ught the stea m to nearl y blow ing off point. and her e
the injector was sta rted. Ea rlier thi s might have been
fat al , bu t a drop of 20 lb or so meant noth ing a t this
stage, and the line was crosse d in 17 min. 20 sec. o r
2 min. 40 sec. in hand.

It is greatly to be regre tted that our friendl y rival.
F indlayson . was not a goo d ea rly riser. as undou btedl y
his presence would ha ve give n the scene add ed lustre.

In du e course a "Tandem Quick Reverse;; was so ld to
a city in the South, and upon it s del iver y the usual form
of hand ing over to its new owners was set ab out. A
cla use in the specifica tion st ipulated that the machine
had to maint ain a speed of 3 rn.p.h. for a distance of at
least one mile when burn ing coke pro duced by the C ity
Gas Work s, which , fro m mem or y. had a ca lori fic value
of 11,000 B.T.U .'s per lb .

Un fortun atel y, a t the hand ing over trial the mach ine
failed to carry out its test and th is fact was conveyed to
the supplier in a ra ther dram aticall y word ed telegram
which also rela ted the fac t that "Findlayson was trailin g
with stop wat ch." Needless to say, F indlayson was a
member of the opposition firm whose tender for the
supply of the machine had been un succ essfu l.

As the present writ er was on h is way to the "City of
the South" it fe ll to h is lot to see what could be don e
to meet the situa tion. It appeare d that , on some close
investiga tion into the first trial , that the trouble had
reall y begu n when the wat er level in the boiler had , some
half way th rou gh the trial. go t very low an d that when
the injecto r had been started the steam pressur e fell
50 lb in a matter of seconds, th is res ult ing in the mach­
ine fizzling out about the halfway mark. T his, togeth er
with the call on steam for the steering engine at the
hal fwa y mar k had end ed in disaster.
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rest was easy and the rou tine jobs of opening dra ins.
wa rm ing thr ough main engines , oili ng main and auxilia ry
bearings. etc., to the final thrill of "taking a turn or two
o n the mains" were the acts of carefree en thusias ts. As
the duty crew cam e aboa rd to take over. the stoker p.a.
looked at his pr essu res 230 steam, 24in vacuum, and
lastly a look at the , by now. thick and well spread fire,
his "'ad a goo d run this morning" seemed to sum up
the situ ati on . or did it?

Ma ny years late r a somew ha t simi lar exper ience fell
to the present writer's lot , and th is time the subject of
the steam ra ising efforts was a " ta ndem qu ick reverse
steam road roller."

Some fo ur years af ter World War I new road making
methods wer e com ing into use and these included "ho t
mix" and " penetra tion" for sealing road surfaces with
the now familiar bitumen covering. The conventional
3·wheeled type steam road ro llers, wh ilst excellent fo r
base courses and fo unda tions of mac ad am road s, were
soo n found to be too heavy and slow for smoothing out
the "h ot mix " mat erial s to the ver y fine and smooth
finish requ ired for modern motor transport. For the
pu rpose, therefore . the Quick Rever se Ta ndem Roller
was designed. They were filled with ver tica l boilers
supplying steam to double cylind ered horizont al simple
engines reverse d by a "differential va lve". T his arrange­
ment gave a very smooth and qui ck reversing movement .
and a steam steer ing engine was an add ed refinement
which made the ma chin e very hand y and easy to control.

You can save many a weary hour toiling
with eme ry paper on those Veteran Car
Parts .

We can restore any old metal to its
fo rmer beauty, and if you wish, we will
treat i t with cold galvan ized paint to pro ­
tect i t from future deteriorat ion.



Six Hundred Miles by Motor Car by L.ll .B .

EXT RACT FROM "THE NELSO N GIRLS' C OLLEG IA N ; ' Vo!. IX . JUNE IY08. No . I

FWIIl Dennis King co m es thi s m ost interesting sto ry of all incredible tourney ill 1908 [rom N e/soil tu C hristch urch.
As .1'011 will see [rom the article the journey was [rau ght with lutzarils at eFery camel'. there bein g a dist in ct lack o f
bridges ( H ' er the numerous ri vers 10 be crossed and the roads practically non existent , We repr int th is article with the
k ind permission of the Prin cipal of N elso n Girls' Co llege and regret we canno t un earth greater details on the Cudillac
apart [rom being a M odel M. Th e dri ver was Mr W . G . Vinn ing wh o subsequ entlv made l'ery // U//1Y trip s to C hrist­
church i ll a Unic. The passengers, aMI's Williams. who later became th e first wo III1111 taxi dri ver i ll New Zealand .
starting ot] with horse cabs and lat er gracluuting to M odel T 's, Mrs Hum phries o f whom we unlort unut ely kn o w
nothing, and Miss Hunter-Brown who wrote th e articl e and has recently passed aWlly.-EcI.

We woke on Thursday, 26th of March 1908. to the
so und of pouring ra in. but in spite of discouraging
reports from Blenheirn , decided to start on our journey .
So a t II a .m . we dashed down Coll ingwoo d Street , and
our adventures began.

Wc rea ched the Rai Falls with out getting very wet.
a nd had a late lunch there. hut did not delay a moment
mo re than nece ssar y. as the roads were very bad and
progress slo w. The ben zin e tank was filled a t Brownlees'
near Havclock , then the rain began to descend in rea l
earnest , and we found the use of a man's lar ge umbrella
which wc had purchased for fo ur and six a t the la st
moment.

By the time we reached th e turn-off. where on e road
ca lled the "Tuamar ina Track " winds round the bluffs of
the Wa irau River instead of crossing it . it was growing
dark. a nd our pace so bered down graduall y to a wary
crawl. Our chauf feur did not know the ro ad well . a nd was
very blind a t night, so ever ybody glued their eyes to
the road ; I kept up a rapid fire of advi ce and warn ing ,
until by our unit ed efforts we go t off th e dangerous
cuttings in sa fety and headed up to Blcnheirn. Still the
ra in descended in sheets and one could only sec a yard
ahead . so we ca utio usly wa ited for the train to cross the
railway bridge before we ventured on to it. Impatient
then a nd ver y wet. the dr ivcr put on a little pac e quite
forgetting the road took a sha rp turn at th e cnd of th e
bridge. until a warning sho ut made him put on the

eme rgency brake, just as our front wheels disappear ed
int o the cattle sto ps with a jerk; mercifully th e back
wheels were still on terra firm a so we presently backed
out, and ten minutes late r wer e regarding the po st office
clock in the Square which sa id 8.15 p.m.

At 11.30 next da y in rapidl y clea ring weather we
began the seco nd stag e of our journey, a nd travelled
th rough Starborough now call ed Seddon , a nd then Flax­
hou rne. which until the railwa y is accom plished refuses
to call itself Ward . Wc were told th at we co uld never
negotiat e the Flaxhourne Hill s, as the y were feet deep
in mud a nd new gravel- but we had only on e eheck and
were then help ed out by a fri endl y roa dma n wh o sho wed
us how to use tussock to give a grip to the wheels.

Comi ng to the Ur c Ri ver, which was so dr y th at we
co uld not even get a drink . the ro ad em erges on the
sea coa st, with Ca pe Cam pbell close on the left. and
from then on to Kaik oura foll ow s the coast-line.

Wc paid a visit to th e Wo odside Homestead . a nd then
pr essed on for Kekcrangu feel ing quite confident a bo ut
"T he Slip" , as they call a bad ever-slid ing piece o f ro ad
ab out half-a -mil e long. But ten feet from th e end of it
we stuck . All hands to work promptl y, a nd wc tri ed the
ro adrnan's tussock. du g the mud from the wheel s. go t
our blo ck and tackl e and pull ed till we were tired and
the iron pin bent dou ble . but a ll to no purpose . and at
last just as it gre w dark two o f us set out on the three
mile walk to M I' Rutherford's homestead . He was very

"The Kaikoura Coast road presented no problem,"



"Horsepower through the Kowhai River aided the Cadillac on its journey."

..

kind a nd severa l men with a n eno rmo us cart ho rse went
to the rescue, and a bout 9. 15 the mot or a nd its remain­
ing occupa nts a rrived at th e Accommodation House.
tired hut entirely happy.

Here again we met cro ak er s wh o chiefl y expa tia ted on
the terrors of the Hapuk a , but we wer e sceptica l and
left next da y in hea venly weather and bubbling spirits.
Ad ventures began earl y. for a mile o r two brought Us

to the Devil's Elbow which we wer e told we couldn 't
sca le without a horse. and I mu st say we fel t a littl e
doubtful as we rega rded it and noted the depth of the
mud o n its surface. There was only on e hope and we
co llected a rms full o f dr y flax a nd tussock a nd made a
track in th e mud . then . o ne to drive the engine, th ree to
pu sh a nd, hurra y! she moved ! slowly by inches we got
up . a lways re layi ng the flax ahea d of the wheel s. a nd
that was the eng ineer ing tri um ph of the trip ; we were
pull ed up with p ride a ll da y. But it was ha rd wor k , a nd
on reach ing "T he Sh ad es" we were th ank ful of tea.
whil e in return we regal ed th e hou seh old with ou r
ex ploit s.

We had dinner at C larcnce Bridge Ac commodation
House whi ch is full of rel ics o f the wreck of the
"Ta iroa" in 1886. and then lovel y roads and scene ry
fav oured us till we sighted the Ha puk a, dreaded by the
whol e C oas t population . Some M aoris came to our
assistance, and soo n there was a large gathering of all
sizes and ages along the bank , a nd a fter two of the
part y had cro ssed in a gig, the horse was harnessed to
the mot or. got sa fely to the middle of the river and then
stuck hopelessly against huge bould er s. Two kind cycli sts
came along and helped to mo ve the obs truction. and
af ter ab out an hour's dela y the pluck y little C udillac
came bumping up the hank with water pouring out in
a ll dir ect ion s, a nd the Maori children ra ised a cheer.
Th e two remaining members o f the part y rode across,
a nd the sigh t o f o ne pr ovok ed a sho ut from the oppos ite
hank of " Oh ! Hey! she make joll y fine jockey !" and
we felt th at we had at least prov ided the Hapuka Ma oris
with an a fte rnoo n's amusemen t.

Contra ry to ex pec ta tions the mot or sta rted without
demur, and ra n the rema ining six mile s int o Kaikour a in
fine style,

Here the coach -dr iver wa s mo st em pha tic that the
road to Chr istch urch wa s quite impossihl e for us, hut
we decided to go on till we co uld get no further. and
brilliant weather favoured us next day .

F ir st the Kowhai, a nd a horse to pull us through.
whieh re sulted in an excellent photograph ; next Stormy
C reek and another horse; next C rib C reek which the
car managed alone wh ile the three passen ger s swa rmed
over o n the sheep fenc es: a nd then the tin y Lyruon
where she stu ck fast. In all ease s it was the so ft sa ndy
bottoms and not the wat er th at ga ve trouble, a nd thi s
time we got ours e lves out with sa cks, plank s a nd manuka .
Kind friends a t Lyruon Downs gav e us dinner , and sent
a horse to help us ove r the Koh auter a . T he scenery all
a lo ng thi s part of the roa d is wo nderful. with the
Kaik ou ras elose ab ove the road . which clim bs gr ea t
cutrings such as the " Fo rty Corne rs" a nd dips into deep
m yster iou s rive r ravines with sheer bluffs ris ing high
01; eac h side . Such was the C ha rwell wh er e agai n we
had a horse fo r the motor , a nd two of us wad ed the
many strea ms. whil e the thi rd rode th e horse of a
fri endl y shepherd . It was ju st dark whe n we reached
the Conway Accommodation Hou se. a nd we ro se in the
da rk next morning that we m ight ha ve plent y of time
for the famo us " Conwa y C utting" . It took two men and
two horses to get the car up th at precipice on the other
s ide of the river. and then one of the men rode with m
9 mil es to the Upper Mason where there was 3 miles
of wat er and river-bed to get through. Fo rtuna te ly the
horse did not mind the engine, so it was kept going all
the tim e and Douglas (the Conwa y man) sa t at case in
the "motor and drove! Qu aint sights wer e to he seen in
thi s river bed . even a trebl e-bank ing of the long suffer ­
ing " J im" with Douglas in front. a nd two women astride
behind h im ; hut the ditficulties were bein g surm ounted
a ll too qui ckly. There followed a stick in th e Wandel
a nd a haul out by a team : the Lott ery with a ridc in
the roadrna n's ca rt with the mot or tow ed beh ind ; a nd
the Lower Mason with a pai r of draught hor ses for thc
ca r and a frien dly shepherd for us, a nd th en jo y! Wai au
was before us a nd a tele graph offic e, where we sent
exc ited message s a nnounci ng the fact that the first motor
ca r had pr actically made the journey from Nel son to



C h ris tchurch . Very liul c re mained to be done- onl y the

Pah a u a nd Waipa ra to be crossed . a nd 10 a .m . nex t day

saw th e very busi ness-l ike and travel- sta ined li ttle ca r in

Cat hedral Square . with the proud record of no t a single

de lay or mishap on the way.

T hree da ys later we turne d o ur faces hom ewa rd . a nd

it was evident at once that we wo uld have a m uc h eas ier

time for not only were the rivers m uc h lower. bu t the

roa drncn had made fords a nd a lmos t effaced the effects

of th e rece n t floo d- moreover the gra des ar c m uch

easier on the no rth wa rd jo urney. One river afte r a no ther

we crossed with out help , a nd th e Uppe r Mason. Co nway,

Charwe ll a nd Ha puka we re th e on ly places on th e whole

journey where we requ ired assistance. no t eve n the Slip

provi ng any d ifficul ty,

Only one day 's rai n was met with, bu t the fo ur a nd

sixpenny um br ell a earned its purchase money as a shelter

from the so ut he rly sq ua lls th a t fo llowed us up the

Coast.

Apri l th e 8th sa w us back in Nelson. a nd th e com­

pletion of what was sure ly the jolliest tr ip fo u r pe opl e

ever ha d.

A Rarity - The Owen Magnetic b)' R. Porter

Re centl y we sa w a n ex tre me ly rare Vintage m od el­

the Fabul ou s Owc n Magn eti c. Sad to rel at e, it was not

m o bile . In fac t. a maj o r o pera tion ha s bee n performed

o n it. or mo re correc tly . it has bee n merciless ly sla ught­

crc d. One co uld a lmost say butch e red . Its un iqu e mag­

net ic tran smissio n un it has bee n removed an d co nverted

in to a n electric welder. What sacrilege! But still those

cries of "Shame on the van da l," th e re are ho pes th at it

may yet joi n o ur ra nks as a restora tion job of exceedi ng

rari ty . Tt has bee n ac q uired by Wellington V.C.C. mern­

her Le n So uthward wh o ho pes, eve ntua lly, to be ab le

to " nut o ut" th e electrical circ u its which are o f the

or der of an elect ro nic -brai n. T he a ll-importan t magne tic

tra nsm ission uni t is aga in with th e ca r. but no one as

ye t ha s m or e than a vague idea of th e hook -up.

T he ca r itsel f is a fairl y lar ge five-p assenger tourer

of q ui te nice lin es in th e sty le th at wa s once known as

th e " torpedo bo dy." It is a littl e like a Buick o r Stude­

bak e r of th e ea rly 1920's. T he radiat o r is Vee d a nd the

lo ng bo nnet hou ses a co nve ntiona l six-cyli nder. side-va lve

eng ine wh ose flywh eel fo rms the outer hou sing

and field -coils of a la rge genera tor. T he a rma ture o f th is

generator is co up led to the fron t end of the d rive-shaft.

In top " gea r" th e gen erat or is shorted on itse lf 'an d

power is tra nsm itte d . magne tica lly . wit h on ly a 4 %

slippage. Ne utra l is ob tained simply by openi ng the

circ uit. Contro l is by a sma ll lever on a notched qu ad­

rant be low the steer ing wh eel.

Sim ple eno ugh so fa r. but complica tio ns a rise whe n

increased torq ue is wa nte d fo r start ing an d hi ll-climbi ng .

To obta in th is, an electr ic mot or is used. This is a uni t

sim ilar to the genera tor . and mo un ted irumediately

be hind it. In th e lower rat ios th e motor is cu t in to the

ge nerator cir cu it so tha t current p ro duce d by th e "slip­

page" is used to drive the motor and so boost up the

to rque.

Both ge nerator a nd motor a re in a massive hou sing

which more than takes the place of the co nven tiona l

clutch an d gearbox.

A cho ice o f six ra tios is pr ovided o n the cha nge-s peed

lever , these bei ng ob ta ined by changes in th e circu its

a nd, in th e fo ur low er ra tios. by th e int roduct ion of

res ista nces , The int ri ca te multi -pol e swi tch is in a foo t­

lon g box beside th e stee ring gea rbo x.

Rever se is ob tai ned by a co nventiona l slid ing gear

cha nge in a small hou sing a t rear of th e elec tri ca l units.

Just fo r good measure, now th at we hav e assi m ila ted

th e fo rego ing. we ha ve to co ns ider th e circ uits for

ba tter y cha rging and engi ne starting . both of whi ch

func tio ns are a lso pe rformed by th e flywheel-cum ­

ge nerator-mo tor-magnetic -transmission units. For start­

ing. ba ttery current is fed to the gen era to r un it. T hen .

provided one remembers to have th e bra kes on ha rd .

the armature cannot revolve b ut instead the fields

revolve. The fields ar e th e engine flywheel. so, ipso

fac to ..



Altogether a fa scinating idea for a tran smi ssion , but

what was the car like to dr ive? T he pr eviou s owners

wer e not very enthusiastic about it. "You had a lways to

remem ber to have the engine idli ng befo re movi ng the

cha nge lever , o the rwise the ta ke-off was violent and we

wou ld brea k a n a xle shaft. Onl y the two highest ' gea rs'

were not th ro ugh res ista nces a nd if a ny of the ot her

fo ur ra tios were used for lon g on a h ill. the res ista nce

unit wo uld ba dly overheat a nd sme ll V ER Y HOT. Th e

engi ne itse lf was p ron e to overhea t. It a lways boi led on

the tr ip to T aupo." (Ha wkes Bay-T aupo can boil man y

less exo tic model s l )
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An ywa y, we hope that Len ca n get the Owen magneti c­

ing again some day. Certainly it is now dism embered

and very dead , but at least it ha s been rescued from a n

untimely gra ve.



Recollections of 1000 Miles in 1903 hy Rex Porter

A.I rela ted 10 Hex Po rter hy M r R . H . Every 0/ C urterton

"Faces badl y bu rnt fro m se vera l da ys of sun, du st
and wind . we suffe red ago nies in the la ter stages whe n.
with a change in the wea the r. we ran int o a bi tingly
co ld Sco tch mist." No. tha t is no t from a recent Round
Au stralia tria l. but a me mory fro m the "1000 M iles
Rel ia bility Trial" it\ 1903. A t tha t time. Mr R. H . Every ,
of Carterton, was wo rk ing a t the Swift cycle and mo to r
works in Coventry . He had been appointed one of the
"observe rs" to ride in the car s in the Tria l whic h was
to be in the for m of eight co nsecu tive day trip s out from
the groun ds of the Crysta l Pal ace, London , to vario us
coasta l town s, and re turn . Each da y trip was to be ove r
100 m iles. An ard uous undert aking in view of the roads,
un relia ble high-p ressu re tyres. comp lete lack of weat her
pro tect ion. not to men tio n the ever -present bogey of
mechanica l breakdown . However, both ma ke rs an d
owners were keen to display the merits of their machines
and there Was no lack of entr ies. Some 60 01' 70 mach ­
ines took par t. a nd practically eve ry brand, bot h steam
a nd petro l. were represe nted.

T he first day's run. Fri day. Septemb er 18th . was to
Marga te and back , a tot al d istan ce of 166 m iles . Mr
Every'S m oun t was a l.o corno bile steamer . It ran well
th rou ghout the day . but had to ma ke num erou s halt s to
rep len ish the wate r supply.

Next day, sea ted besid e a dash ing Fre nchma n o n the
De Dion company's officia l entry, he made the ro und
trip to Eas tbo u rne . 120 m iles . C hief reco llec tion of th is
da y was ince ssan t d ust. the Fr enchman having dra wn
a posi tion well baek in the convoy. T here was no wind ­
scr een, a nd gogg les had not yet become popu lar.

T he Sunday was a welcome da y of rest , but the
fo llo wing week of riding eac h da y in a differen t car is
now a mi xtu re of blurred memori es. A Da rracq a nd a
Pe ugeot wer e two of the makes ridden on. and amo ng
drivers met du ring the Tria l were F. S. Bennet t in h is
Cad illac. C has, Ja rrott an d C has. Roll s.

T he Observe r's dut ies were to keep a careful tim e
record , see th at the rul es were obse rved. he lp the d river
by kee ping a wa tch ful eye for Pol ice Traps. a nd ass ist

Pho to by cou r te sy R. H . Every

"A De Dion-Bouton at the start of the second day in the 1903 1,000 Miles Reliability Trial. Mr R. H. Every,
of Carterton, is the Observer. Note the off-set starting handle, bulb horn in front of the passenger, the
smooth tread tyres held to the rims by security bolts, and the "na il catcher" dragging against the rear tyre,"



with the ever-present tyre repai rs. t he latter ca rr ied no
penalty in po int s-it was sufficient " pe na lty" to ha ve to
mak e the rep eat ed road side repairs involving as it did
the difficult job of replacing the numerous Secu rit y
Bol ts and the ar d uo us task of infla tion to 60 or 80
pounds pressure.

On one fine . ca lm morning duri ng th e Tria l. a ll ea rs
wer e put th rou gh a " D ust Ra ising" tes t bef ore leaving
C rysta l Pal ace for the day' s run. Th e du st nuisance had
bec ome a major pr oblem for the mot ori st a nd a ca use
o f mu ch un fav ourabl e comment from the public gene r­
a lly. For the test . flour was spread evenly over a sec tio n
of the gr ounds a nd eac h car was d riven a t speed ove r it.
Th e judges then attempted to awar d points acc ording to
the magnitude of th e " clo ud" raised . T he results wer e
inconclusive excep t for the cer ta in ty of the powderin g
administered to driver s a nd veh icles !

Police Trap s were very much in evidence through out
the Trial, but a sys tem of signals was quickl y de velop ed
by the co m pe titors. The firs t to spa I a Blue Helmet
partly co ncea led in u hedg e signa lled th e fac t to th e
foll owing car by di spla ying a white handker chi ef (o n the

side of the car awa y from the Limb of the La w). This
signa l quickl y passed ba ck al on g the line o f ca rs. unless
obscure d by the du st clouds. and . if necessary. brakes
were promptl y applied .

In our Mar ch iss·.:e wc told the sto ry o f M r Every ' s
success on h is mot orcycle a t the Hagley Pa rk (C hrist­
ch urch) G as Ligh t G a la in 190 I. His assoc ia tion with
th at ea rly machine kindled hi s inte rest in motors. and
to learn more ab out them. he went to Engla nd in Ma y
1902. ar med with a letter of int roduction to the Swift
fa cto ry. Sw ift' s were then ju st branchi ng ou t int o ca r
and motor-cycle build ing. both with a stro ng fla vour of
bicycle practice. He was severa l years in Engla nd and
sa w much of the ea rly struggl es in the in du st ry wh en
ca rs very often were not design ed as a co mp lete unit.
bu t rather like Topsy, "just grew, "

" Wh en yo u came to fit the carburett o r, like as not.
yo u found the stee ring-bo x alrea dy filling th e only sui t­
able spa ce. Heated argume nts would follow, then a ru sh
job in the pattern-shop . and yet ano the r bra ss cas ting
would for m the lat est m odifi cation ."

Restoring an Early Ford T hy Hugh M erce r

PART 1I - REB UILDIN G T HE CA R

It was hard to know where to sta rt on thi s heap of
junk as it lo oked lik e everything else excep t a ca r.
An ywa y 1 dismantled every thing and discarded all th e
pa rts of no use. and kept the pa rt s to be re -con ditio ned
o r copied . A t thi s stage it was quite obv io us that ther e
were a lot of piec es st ill to be foun d . so I ma de a trip to
Te muka a nd o nc to Gc ra ldi ne a nd on both occasion s
came home with quite a co llectio n of unprocurabl cs,

Usa b le pa rts to fit a vete ra n Fo rd Model T a rc re­
markabl y hard to find now . con sidering the vas t number
of br ass rad iat or Model Fords wh ich wer e on the roa ds.
The last o f the brass radia to rs were manufactured in
1915-16 and the model dated ver y quickly as the high
radiat o r m od el was appa re ntly overdue. On e of the
rea son s o f the sca rc ity o f old Ford parts wa s th at yo u
co uld tak e yo ur pick a nd dr ive out in a brass rad iat or
Ford for t lO in the ea rly 1920 's. They wer e used for a,
while then cut up for trail ers. e tc.

After the chass is frame had been scra ped down and
pa inted. I commenced to re build the wood en fram e a nd
to rep air the body panels. which wer e in poor sha pe.
T here was no back pan el to the road ster bod y so that
had to be cut to shape and fitted. The most difficult par t
o f the bo dy con struction was where the bod y curves
a lo ng to form a tra y wher e the bo ot is fitted. Ma y be
easy for a panel beater , but not easy for a nov ice to the
trad e!

Before the body work was compl eted we had wet
wea ther on an d off for a bout three week s. and as th e
work was bein g done outside nothing was don e to that
part. I was ab le to work on the engine in my sma ll work­
shop and no time wa s lost af te r all. Wh en the eng ine was
dismantled , I discovered what had put p oor old Li zzy
off the roa d 32 yea rs ago , One of th e bra ss screws wh ich
hold the magneto had bro ke n oil a nd was tearing the'
windings off th e coil pl ate. Must ha ve been mak ing a .
very expen sive so rt of sound!

T he spa rk plug s had been left out a nd wat er had
rus ted th e cyl inders and pisto ns . T he cylinders were
pitt ed and 1 hon ed them o ut to twent y th ou sands over­
size and fitted second hand piston s. New pis to n r ings
wer e procured from stock. 31 x t + .020. T he cams haft
was slightly ru st y so a no ther used o ne was fitted ; the
va lve sea ts a lso were honed . A sec ond hand coil plate
wa s fitted and the flywh eel magnet s wer e re-magn eti zed
o n the job by flash ing 30 volt s through the co il pl at e
when it was pla ced agai ns t the flywh eel magnet s. T ran s­
rnssion was ove rha uled and the linings for the bands
were obta ined fro m stock.

I spent ab ou t a week welding and pat ching th e mud­
guards. A br ass ra d ia to r was ob ta ined fr om a man who
had a 1915 Fo rd engine dri ving a saw bench (an o th cr
lat er model rad iat o r was filled to take its place). New
king pins a nd b ushes were fitted and the dt lc rcnt ia l wa s
overh aul ed .

T he no n-d e tachable wheel s were very ru sty and it
\\ as a lon g job to clean the ru st from the rims. New
tyres a nd tub es were fitted a fter a struggle and Lizzy
was bac k on four wheels on ce aga in . Making up a set
of h ood bow s a nd fitting u p the windsc reen was slow
work . The car was then tow ed away to have the up­
holstery. hood . and painting don e. Wh en that was
finished it was towed back to hav e the finis hing tou ch es
put to it.

Quite a lot 01' sma ll things seemed ye t to be don e
and tim e was running short. as we had it en te red in the
Mt. Coo k 50 yea rs commemora tive run. It was ac.ua ly
-driven o n the road fo r th e firs t time since its overha ul
on the F rid ay. a nd on Satu rd a y of Lab our week-end it
was on its way to the Herm itage 3 month s af te r we first
-col lecrcd th e parts. Some of the paint was no t actuall y
-d ry , but that didn't seem to matter to Lizzy as it was
placed second in that rall y. Since it has bee n built it

'has cov ere d over 2000 mil es. Wc usuall y drive it a bo ut
30 m .p.h . an d it does 26 m.p .~ .



The Intrepid Vintage Cadillac
PART

Collector
bv N oel M cMillan

1 suppose my inte re st in cars goes back man y years to
vag ue memorie s of seei ng var io us ne ther por tions of
m y fa th er' s a na tom y p ro tr udi ng from be nea th bonnets
of frien ds and rel a tives' cars. a nd not qui te so vag ue
memories of som e blis teri ng invec tive th at wa s nearly
a lways hea rd a t such times, an d is toda y as we ll. It
wa sn' t lo ng be fore we purchase d our firs t ca r (l93fJ
Morris 8) and th en of co ur se th e whole pe rformance
was repeated aga in, ad lib.

H o wever , much water p a ssed u nder the bridge before
I was sufficient ly so lven t financially to p urchase my first
car which was a 192 8 Nash li;;h t six, which though in
so und co ndition mechanica lly (l itera lly) , wa s in frightful
condit io n bo d ily. Althoug h 100 % re liable and satis­
factory , I wa s forced to se ll this car due to lim ite d means
a nd the co ndition o f th c bo d y which I was no t able to
im prove m uch. a lthough I d id makc an at tempt to
reno vat e i t a t one timc.

O ur nex t car wa s a 1929 H udson Special Six seven­
sea ter touri ng lim ousin e. Wc still po ssess thi s car w h ich
we bo ug h t in 1954, and we la st gave it a n airing a t the
Gy mk hana which th e Ve te ra n a nd Vi ntage Car C lub
hel d a t H o bsonvill e.

Whe n we broug ht it h om e, o ur frie nds and relat ives
were co nvi nc ed that this la test madness ec lip sed a ll
prev io us efforts , W c beca m e th c rec ipients of the usual
onslaught of ina ne q ue stio ns , viz., " Where a rc yo u go ing
to keep it'! " " H o w arc yo u going to affo rd to run it ')"
" W h o is going to bu y thc tyres '!" c tc ., ct c.. a d in finit um .

S ince I ha d no car, I co m ma ndeered th is one a nd ra n
aro und in it fo r so m c m o n th s with gay abando n un til
the monthly petrol bi lls of o ne h undred ga llo ns for one
tho usand m iles d iscour ag ed bot h my p u rse an d rnvsc lf',
in th at o rd er of importa nce . from cont inuing , . .

Photo b y cou r tesv N . McM illan

"N:e l MtMillan and crew wear ing daubtful expre ssi ons ,
as th ey pr epa re to board the VB Cad iIlac for
perilous re t u rn vayage ta Auckland."

It was thcn that 1 bo ug ht an A.M .0 . ( 1937 S ta ndard 9)
in thc interests of eco no m y, a nd a ltho ugh what I h a ve
saved in pet ro l has been spen t in re pai rs , I h a ve done
30,000 m iles in thi s car. Having been on th ree long tr ips
in it , I vowed tha t I wo u ld never tak e it on a long tr ip
a ga in whe re comfort was a cons idera tion .

U nfor tu na tely o ur Hu dson wa s re q u ire d for C hris tm as
camping at precisel y th e same tim e as I wan ted it , a nd
so th ere was no a lterna tive bu t for me to buy a bi g

ca r (o ld, and most important, cheap) for myself.

Judiciou s enquiries wit h our club secretary revealed
th at a prime example of a big a nd powerfu l vin tage
Cad iliac wa s lu rkin g in th e far o ff to wn of Foxto n. A s
proof of thi s a sna psh o t of th e car wa s en closed b y the
owner. T his was gratefu lly accep te d by m c from the
secre ta ry a nd av id ly stud ied . It wa s th en that I non­
cha lan tly anno un ced th at I wa s go ing to p urcha se an
a dd it io na l ca r. My fam ily consi dered m e de fin itely ce rti­
fiab le. to pu t it mi ld ly , a nd , of co urse , I was tr eat ed to
a re newed rec ita l of the o ld tim e-wo rn q ue stions a nd
protesta t ions as previously d iscu ssed .

After co ntacti ng the owner by m a il an d a t one tim e ,
b y to ll ca ll (at very great expen se). the var ious detai ls
eme rge d . It seemed to be a sev en sea ter dati ng back to
1927. a V8 of course. fi tted with 600 x 2 1 inc h tyres
(slig ht ly sho pso iled). and sa ns: - ba tte ry. cer tai n wi ndow
glasses , wood in parts of th e bo d y. pa int in exposed
places. most of the da shboard instr umen ts . compress io n
in mos t of the cyli nders. a nd a lmost sa ns brakes.
C h eered by thi s vita l informat ion. a r ra ngem e nts were
madc for th e purchase. th e price ha vin g been fixed a t
0 0.

T he a id wa s th en enli sted of R o n M os cs and K cith
Lawrence of th e 1919 Da imler fame. and K c iths bro th er
Brycc, to transp lan t C ad illa c from Fox ton 10 A uck land ,
a mere 350 odd miles, a nd I mea n odd l ite ra lly , a s
applied to some o f th em ! Two 600 x 21 lyres were
hurried ly ob tained a t te rr ific expense. a nd in d ue co ur se
th e fo ur ga lla nt hu nt ers se t fo rt h from A uc kla nd on a
b usy F r ida y n igh t a t a bo ut 7 o 'clock in K ci th Lawrence' s
very sou nd 1929 Dc So to .

A ll ki nds of equipment. b lan ke ts. spare parts. et c. were
aboard th e ca r. but lat e th a t nigh t ther e wa s a d ismal
rea lization tha t so me th ing was not aboa rd . I wa s the n
aware th at nea rl y two h undred m iles sepa ra ted me a nd
the sp a re buttery wi th wh ich I was goi ng to run th e
C a d illa e back to A uck la nd . I ha d Io rgoucn to ta ke it!

Fina lly we arrived at Foxton a t about te n th irt v o n
Sat ur d ay m orni ng an d repaired fort hw ith to the ' resi ­
dence o f th e o wne r of the C a d illa c, p ick ed him up and
drove to a sh ed som e blocks a way wh ich co ntai ned th e
car. An d what a car !



Opi nions were divided wit h regard to the model. 11 was
definite ly no 1927 model bec ause it only had two whee l
brakes. Neither was it 1924 or earlie r, becau se the body
sported a wind-up div iding window like a lo t of Am eri­
can limousine bodies of that era which was definitel y of
the lat e ' twenties.

Resea rch has since disclo sed that it was a 1927 chassis
a nd body. back ax le a nd whee ls incl udi ng the two
spa res, with a 1918 motor, gearbox , and front axle, T his
a ppea red to be a hybrid arrangement cooked up by a
serv ice ca r firm during the ea rly 1930's, who apparently
ma de one good car out of two .

A renta l battery was ob tained from the local garage
a nd a n at tem pt made to give us a demonstration. Due
possibly to having been stan d ing for some months in a
shed , or maybe just plai n obstinac y. it ref used to star t
with customary Cadillac alacri ty, In stead , all han ds were
asse mb led for a b ig push down the road . a treatment
whic h produced instant res po nse , for. " Voi la !" it sta rted.

Whils t the ca r ap pea red to be in a n amiable fra me of

What it was!

SOL UTION TO SEPTEMBE R Q U IZ .

Quiz winner this time was M rs Parncla Bramwell of

Dunedin, who was the first to guess correctly that the

mystery car was a 1923 11.9 Calcott. Others recognized

it as a Calcott. but missed out on the yea r or model.

T he shapc of the radiator proved a little co nfusing to

What is it?

Here is a Car Qui z fo r readers of Bead ed Whec ls. Try

your hand at identi fying the vehicle in the photo . and

post yo ur guess to the A uck land Editor. P. V. Maxwell.

35 Golf Avenue. Ot ahuhu. The names of the knowledge­

ab le together wit h other interesting t1c tail s of th is mys­

terious machine will appea r in the next issue ,

mind , the owner a nd my self climbed aboard for a test
flight. In the course of this jo urney, the various sa les
inducements were expl ai ned a nd a t one stage I took ov er
the con trols mysel f. F inall y the dea l was clinched , the
necessa ry papers had ch anged hands a nd we re pa ired to
the local garage to fill the tank . (Sixteen ga llo ns). Whil e
wc were there of course. we checked a lmos t ever ything
in sight ,

The oi l indica tor had, un fort unatel y, been broken at
so me stage a nd a ll that rema ined was the float wir e
sticking up through the camsh aft co ver. Since thi s was
not its original length a certain am ount of gu esswork
was nece ssary when topping up the sump. A gallon of
spare oil was purchased and placed on board, the tyre s
were inflated to what we imagined wo u ld be the correct
pres sure, the ra dia tor topped up a nd two ga llons of
wa ter p lace d aboard . T he proud new owner a nd the
nav igator took their places, and, in a clo ud of blue
smoke, we were off!

(To be continued)

some people, who thought they werc look ing a t a

Sta ndard!

The Calcott was a superior British ligh t car, a nd was

in production before and after the first World War. It

esta blished a sound rep utation for itsel f a nd so ld under

the sloga n of t~e " Cl ass ic Ca lco tt." In lat er years the

firm produced severa l models including a sma ll SIX­

cylinde r car, but they were ea rl y victim s of the depres­

sion. and 1926 was the last yea r tha t the Ca lcott was in

production . There is evidence that a number of Ca leott

ca rs found their wa y to New Zealand . and a n identica l

model to the quiz car was in circula tion round Auckl and

up ti ll a bout fo ur yea rs ago.



Camera

Pho to by cou r tesy L. W itte

"To the woods!!" Th e Ufton 12/50 Alvis making 2nd F.T .D . at the Duvauchelle Hill Climb .

"A line up at The Riverton Run I nve.ca.gill."
Dion,

Photo by courtesy Don Od d ie Stu d ios

1914 Humberet te, 1905 Da••ocq, 1903 De Dion, 1903 Dc
1906 Wolseley-Siddeley."



Review

.. A well deserved rest :'
Photo by Courtesy Da ve Ba rk e r

The Talbot, Humb er and Wolseley relax alter the Pennsoil Veteran Rally , Christchurch .

Pho to by courtesy Don Odd ie Stud ios

.. Mt. Cook Rally . A line up outside the Pukak i lnn ."



Otago Notes

Cha irman : R. S. Fere ns.

Vin t ag e Ca r Club N.Z . ( Inc.) O~ago Branch

Hon . Scc .: A. W . Bramwe ll, 37 Marion St ., Dunedin.

Much discu ssic n has bee n hea rd L om a ll Branches
on the matter of Clu b Room s. Wan ga nui has gon e o ne
step further and purchased rooms a nd C hris.church is
also rapidly approach ing th is end.

In Otago we have had rooms for jus : o ver a year and
have been usi ng them continuou sly for the last six
mon ths. Club Rooms are the greatest asset an y Cl ub
can have. a nd at ths point, and before I go in:o a long
dis sertat ion about o ur ow n ro om s. [ wo uld like to
st rongly urge a ll bra nches to obt a in a permanent meet ­
ing place of some descript ion .

We had been very fortunate in obta ining the A .A .
Room s a lmo st an y timc we required them. and a lthough
they wer e very fine and we are indeb ted to the A .A. for
their co-op erat io n in thc ea rly stages of thi s Branch ,
there were many funct ion s whi ch we would like to ha ve
held , for which the A .A. Rooms were not entirely sui t­
able. Hence the move to find rooms. Man y a nd varied
were the suggestions an d tho ught s on th e ma tter, they
ra nged fro m huts to dream s of pala tial roo ms equipped
with workshop s. ctc .; wh en out of the blue. a n old stone
coach hou se with some 1500 sq uare Icct of floo r spa ce
was discovered.

C LU B ROOM S hy Gordon S. Sliarpe In the countr y'? Not a bit of it, but right in the
mi ddle of town an d a pproxima tely five minutes from
the main street. It so unded too good to be tru e and
ob vio us ly a further investigation was called for . T his
was dul y carr ied out and there was the coach-house
a bove which was a mag nificent loft piled with all k inds
of od ds and ends-exactly what we were loo king fo r­
stone a nd brick walls, ka uri floor , low raftered ceiling
and windows. bu t natu ra lly no plumb ing or electrici ty .
It was realised from the very first glance that negot iat io ns
for the loft wo u ld have to be opened immed iately a nd
no time was lost in a pproachi ng the ow ne r. I m ust adm it
that we were rat he r char y ab ou t do ing this as wc had
no idea what kind of rece pt ion we would recei ve. How­
ever. Bob Oak ley took his courage in h is hands and
called on the ow ner . She was completely co- operative­
we co uld hav e the loft , she liked o ld ca rs a nd she liked
people. lot s of them .

The situation could no t have loo ked better, and the
boys immed iately mo ved in and a ttacked vigorously th e
du st wh ich lay inches th ick ever ywhe re and swept the
ra fter s clean of the hu ge black cobwebs . A ccess a t th is
tim e was by a ra ther del ap idat cd ladder up the outside of
the buildi ng and every thi ng had to be transportcd to
the lo ft via th is ro ute.

Photo by cour tesy G. Shorpe

" It 's a ser ious business dr ink ing-TEA." A port ion of the gathering in the Otago Club Rooms for thei r la st
Film Even ing. "



C lea ning ope ra tio ns went on not gre atly handicapped
by thi s method of ent rance an d slo wly tbe rooms began
to takc shape. A mixture of ker osene. linseed oil a nd
stai n was sprayed on to the wa lls, rafters a nd floor and
th is did mu ch to freshen the musty a tmosphere as well
as killing off th e rema inin g sp iders . T he nex t con sider­
a tion was furn iture. an d here agai n the ow ner ca me to
light with a number o f old chairs , so fas a nd ta bles wh ich
she had tossed out of her ow n hou se, T hese were p lace d
in the loft a nd grad ua lly me mb ers began to bring a long
their co ntributio ns in th e wa y of f urn ish ings,

At th is stage , the rooms were not advertised to mem ­
bers, as we were hop ing to finish them as mu ch as
po ssib le before opening them regul arl y to the club. It
was anticipa ted tha t we wo uld give the rooms their first
offici al airing after the Duned in-B right on Run, 1957 , and
with th is in view, we purchased a n old seco nd hand
sta ircase a nd placed it in posi tion, disp ensin g witb the
old ladder wh eh had been a con stan t source of worr y.
Quite obviously. drinks woul d have to be ser ved du rin g
the Br ight on weekend. so a bar was des igned a nd hastil y
place d in posi tio n-a grea t advanceme nt as 111 0st mem­
ber s will ag ree.

T he re was sti ll no po wer and no drainage , but fo r a ll
th is, certain sec tions of the club were a ll [or using the
room s as mu ch as possi ble. wh ile other mem bers were
aga ins t thi s, partl y. I think , fo r [ear o f overdo ing th ings
and perh ap s out-stay ing a welco me . It was for this
reason that th ings lan gu ish ed [o r nearly six mo nths and
only two meeti ngs were held . T h is was a m istake as we
lat er p rove d , a nd it ca nno t be stressed too strongly tba t

RUSSELL/S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street

DUNEDIN, C.l

Take pleasure l !l offering o ur
read ers th e ben efit of a cha nge. a nd

th eir worthy steeds a rest cure . by

having a t you r disposal our fleet

of mod ern large an d sma ll ca rs a nd

motor scoo ters.

Phones

BUSINE SS 77-71 9

AFTER HOURS 39-762

if any Branch has clu b rooms it should have no fear of
using the m and using them often . Regul a r meet ings at
least once a month arc qui te in or der , a nd we have
fo und tha t there arc man y other occas io ns when the
rooms a re br ou ght into use. Fo r insta nce, most of o ur
tr ia ls and ralli es have ended here in the last six mon th s,
giving everyb od y a cha nce [o r a n hour or so discu ssion
and a pint or two bef or e pr oceeding hom e-quite a
super ior way of end ing an outing wh ich in some instan ces
could end in mid-air .

After the 1957 A nnua l Gene ra l Meeting, a H ou se
Committee consis ting of six mem bers an d under the
chai rmanship of the Cl ub Cap ta in, was ina ugura ted.
T hese mem bers meet reg ularly a nd orga nise at! the
activity connec ted with the rooms , It wa s through their
efforts that pow er was even tua lly laid on some two
months ago a nd the p lum bing a rra ngemen ts final ised .
In addi tio n to thi s. the hea t .rig problem has been give n
a considerable amount of th ough t. a nd it was decided
th at the first step in th is directio n sho uld be th e par­
tit ioning of a bo ut two -thirds of the lo ft for permanent
use an d the other th ird to be used fo r storage purposes.
The partit ion has cut down the d rau ght s to a minim um
and the room is now very hab ita ble.

Eve ry th ing was now in read iness for the regular
mo nth ly meetrigs which had at last been agreed to. It
was also decided that these should be as varied as pos­
sible, a nd so far, two excellen t film eve nings co mb ine d
with noggin and na tter, hav e been held. Th is idea work s
very well ind eed and we have a ttem pted to alterna te
s tra igh t noggn an d natt er with o th er fo rm s of enter ­
tainm ent. T he atte ndance of mem bers at these funct ions
is quite astounding. there being at least 90 per cent of
them there.

Yo u may won der how all th is is pai d for-f ra nkly it
had us wondcrng too . It was suggested th at a t each
mee ting thc hat should be passed ro u nd a nd the pro­
ceeds to be handed to the Hou se Co mm ittee whic h
ha ndled a ll fina nce co nncc .ed with the C lub Rooms. It
was hoped that the mo ney o bta ined fro m th is sour ce
wo uld mak c thc room s se lf-suff icien t a nd th is has pr o ved
10 be so . E nough finance as been co llected to pr o vide
cups . tea. suga r. e tc.. for sup per at the meetin gs a nd
a lso to buy dr.nks [or the wives a nd frie nds of the
var ious mem ber s.

At th is point it is pr o ba bly worth menti o ning th at
a t the o ffset. th e onc st ipulat io n mad e on us by th e
owner was the clos ing of the rooms a t 11 o' clo ck a nd
this has proved first class , It gves about th ree hours for
any mee tng, which is ample time to show films. ha ve a
few drinks a nd su pper. It is no w a per ma nent rule (a bo ut
the only one we have) an d a VCI 'Y ne cessa ry on e, It
clea rs everybody out a t an ea rly hou r and leaves time
for the clea ners to br ing the roo ms back into so me so rt
of order.

Our am bito ns for th e fut ure of the se roo ms a rc
imme nse. To me ntion one. we hop e to instal a perm­
a nent pick-up un it. a nd wi h mu sic to or der. wc inten d
to hold a da nce or two to var y the activities, Apart f ro m
thi s a nd the installa tion of heating. the room s a re a lmo st



com pleted a nd it is up to the present a nd the futurc
hou se co mmi ttees to ensure th at a co nt inuous p ro '
gra mm e of ente rtai nme nt is planned and that mem bers
a vai l themselves a t every op port unity of a t tending them
a nd utilising their C lu b Rooms to the highest degree to

make them a n integ ral part of "the ir Club.
(Congratulation s. Otago . After att ending th e Oct ob er

Film Evening I can most sincerely say that your CIII"
R ooms are first class. comjortahle and att ractive and as
hosts you excel yo ursel ves, I had three cups of lea
wit hin jive minutes 0/ slipper bein/{ announced! - Ed .).

ANNUAL RIVERTON COMMEMORATIVE RALLY
Satu rday, Octo ber 12th , 1957

A report from Otago Bran ch mem ber Ray Carter

Saturday, Oc to ber 12th, dawned fine for the first
Annual Commemorative Veteran Rall y to Riverton ,
orga nized by th e South land Vintage Car C lub (Inc.) and
the Automobile Associati on (Southland). Last year a
Veteran Rall y was hcld 10 Rivert on . but as a Southland
Centennia l eve nt.

Awa y back in thc ca rl y days o f motoring the Sou th­
land Moto r Club decid ed. in 1908. to hold a run from
In verca rgill to Riv erton , a di stance of 26 mile s. This
Run was op en to cars and motor cycles a nd was held in
Janua ry 1909 leaving from the Post Office. F rom records
ava ilab le, th is p ro ved to be a da y enjo yed by all wh o
par ticipa ted . T o commemorate this Run by Sou th land
Pio neer M oto rists ou r Annua l Co mmemorat ive Rall y
has been insti tuted.

All the vehicles assemblcd at the " Feldwick Gates"
(wh ich are th e man entra nce to the Mu nicipal G ardens)
a t 8.30 a.rn , a nd were ma rshall ed int o position. With an
entry of 23 car s and I1 motor cycl es. the organizing
committee were more tha n sa tisfied. At 9 a .m, sharp
the firs t car was flagg ed away by Dr Jennings, President
of the Autom obile Associa tion , the rest o f the vehicles
leav ing at one minute interva ls the rea fter.

The run out to Rivert on took competit or s through the
mai n streets of the city. then o ut the main North Road
passing throu gh the fertil e co untry . Alth ough the destin ­
a tion wa s to be the Rivcrton Ra cecou rse, situa ted about
a mil e before reaching th e town . the co mpetito rs passed
thc Racecou rse. proceeding thr ough Rivcrt on o ver the
Aparima River ta k ing the roa d to onc of Southland's
seas ide reso rts, Riverton Rock s. Here a short hillclimb
was enco unte red a nd a lthough mo st of the ca rs wer e
successful in negot ia tin g thc climb. on ly two ha ving to
rec eive assis tan ce. a h igher percen tage o f the moto r
cycle s fo und the top a bit far awav for their fixed
engines. The co urse then took the veh i'cles back thr ou ch
the tow n to the Racecou rse, a tot al o f 30 miles fo r th e
o utward run whic h was timed . T he run hom e was shorter
being 22 miles and like the outward run it was time d
also . Un like some other events. the timed runs were on
an ave rage speed basis. Eac h com pe titor ha vin g to try
a nd ma inta in a given average and at odd spots secret
checks were set up a nd points were lost for early or la te
arrival a t a ll checks.

On reach ing the Racecourse. the A. A, took over from
the S.V.C .c. and pa rked a ll vehicles in num eri cal order
pri or to judging a nd of course the driving tests.

An h our was all ow ed for clea ning a nd most corn ­
pet ito rs needed this ho ur as apa rt fro m no rma l du st the
paddock had bee n hab ita tcd by a bout a ll the sheep in
So uthlan d, thi s being thc reaso n for so many buc ke ts
of wa ter being used.

Usua lly dr iving tests can be a litt le bit mono to nous.
but the ga llery apprecia ted the events thi s da y. A cer ta in
Doctor really showed th at a 40 yea r old Buick still had
as mu ch punch, o r more, than man y a modern ca r and
if spee d was a deciding fact or this sho uld ha ve been
the winn er . The motor cycle driving test s also created
a good deal of interest . The final event being particularl y
sp ectacular . The elev en motor cycle s ea ch had two long
ball oons tied to the rea r and the idea was for each
competitor to burst the ball on s on th e othe rs. The last
motor cvcle to ha ve the ball oons inta ct being the winner,
M otoris~d " M usica l Cha irs" will pro babl y ~b ecome part
o f future Rallies.

Nearl y all vehicles competing were presented in a ver y
credita ble condition . but a fter inspecting the officia l
result s some o f us have had to con sider doing a little
mo re work , Special men tio n should be mad e here . a nd
congra tula tions go to Ray Lindsay ( 19 15 For d "T ") who
was the outr ight winner for the ca rs and J im Luwry
(19 10 F .N.) outr igh t winn er for the moto r cycle s. Shack
Sharp deservedl y wo n the Co ncours D' Elega nce tr oph y
with h is bea ut ifully restor ed ( 1915 Buick ). A II' Wollct ts
distinct ive Wol sele y Landau took seco nd place with o nly
one po int between thcm .

Motoring Through the lind is !!

CALL AND FILL UP AT

TARRAS SERVICE STATION

Veteran Car Enthusaist Dave Mills Will
Give You the Best Service in Central

Otago.

(Good Breakdown Truck Avai lable also)

If We're Not Too Busy We'll Show You
the Briton, Too .
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W c regretted we did not have ver y man y o utside
entries but we appreciate ou r Rall y date was close to
Lab our We ekend, bu t as it wa s we did ha ve the pleasure
o f Hugh Mercer 's a nd Don Oddie's co mpa ny.

Hu gh Mercer d ro ve his 1915 Fo rd from Ti ma ru in
a bo ut ten hours. wh ich is not bad goin g for thc 260-odd
mil es with plenty of hilly going. Hugh was th e o nly
competitor who qu alified for a silver sh ield . presented
to a ny co m petito r wh o dr ove over 100 mil es to the
Rall y. We we re disappointed th a t we d idn 't have the
op por tunity of handing o ut so me of these to Ota go
ent husias ts, alth ou gh two supporter s from Dunedin
were doin g a go od job ass isting with onc of th e dr iv ing
tests.

At the even ing socia l a ll com pet itors who successfully
co mp leted th e Rall y rece ived a ve ry at tract ive fo ur-co lou r
porcelain plaque. T hes e plaques are q uite diffe rent from
the norm al die cas t type and were made in Western
Ge rma ny to our C lub's specifica tio ns.

Ne xt yea r it is possible In vercargill will ha ve a fes tiva l
wee k a nd if thi s becomes a rea lity th e South land Vintage
Ca r C lu b hop e to hav e the o pport unity of tak ing a
leading part in the festivities a nd we tru st by careful
organi za tion and co -opera tion we ca n stage the eve n t a t
a mor e suita ble dat e to all.

NI GHT "T R IA LS AND T RI BULAT IO NS"
b» P. Bram well

On Sa tu rda y, N ov ember 16th, th e Otago Bran ch
held a night tr ial orga nised by Gordo n Sh urpe and
Pam Bra mwell. Starting from Fryatt St reet , the ca rs
we re sent a ll over town . No naviga tion al sk ill was neces­
sary as th e tri al was ma inly a scavenge r hun t, a nd driver s
and na vigat ors were required to pe rfo rm ra th er un­
orth od ox test s. A few o f the items to be coll ect ed were
a IO-} lb rock. an em pty co rse t box , a chocola te derby

ice-cream , a piece of toil et pap er wh ich had to be as ked
fo r a t a cert a in hou se) and a glass of sea wa ter. T he
tests included see -sa wing on a pla ygr ound see-saw, was h­
ing windo ws a t a particul a r house , ru nning acr oss the
Ova l with a glass of wa ter, and a two m ile speedo test.

As a ll th e cars a nd crews had to report back to th e
club rooms at the sa me tim e, th e re was a mi nor rio t as
people stumb led up th e steps wi th the ir ro ck an d
ba lanc ing th ei r ice-cream . Wh en everyone was once agai n
orga nise d, th e final test wa s held. Apples were tied to
the raft ers a nd th e d rivers and naviga to rs were req uir ed
to ea t one be twee n them within two m inut cs-no ha nds.
John Ke nn edy took flash ph o tos of thi s test a nd nee d less
to say. some of the cl inc hes we re in th e best Holl ywood
sty le. A ll in a ll the trial was a grea t success, a nd it is
pla nned to hold ano ther in th e sa me vein in the nea r
future. Ele ven cars compet ed.

Results- 1st , J . Kenned y: 2nd equa l. R. Oa kley a nd
C . MacMu rra v.

ONE DAY T R IAL - A U G UST 22nd

A one-day tria l or gani sed by Joc a nd l.yn Gou gh was
held in mild wea the r one Su nday. Th e rout e la y all over
th e back roa ds of Ta ieri Pla ins. The lu nch spo t was at
th c entrance to Wa ipouri Go rge . Fo r o rga nisa tio n and
co ntro l th e tri al co uld n' t be fau lted ; it is only a pity th at
J oe a nd Lyn d id not get the Vint ag e a ttendance the tri al
deserved . C harles MacMurray took h is Roll s Ro ycc,
wh ich bowled del igh tfu lly a lo ng the du st y roa ds witho ut
a ny trouble wha tsoever. T he only cas ua lty was a 1928
AJ .S. motor-cycle th a t shed bits an d pcccs a ll th e way
until it was using o il qui ck er tha n the bike was tr av el­
lin g, and so was a ba ndoned a t C hr isties G ully.

Result s: lst, G . La R ooy, Sun beam Mo tor-cycl e ;
2nd, J . Kenned y. A .70.

Wanganui Notes bv P. R. Wi lliamson

Chairman : P. R, Williamsan ,

Vintage Car Club of N .Z. ( Inc. ] (Wanganui Branch)

Secretary : R. Lee, 34 No. 3 Lin e, Wanganui East.

It had bee n hop ed to have a Pr e-Trial run over th e
"Burma Road" rou te in time for thi s issue , bu t rep orts
of th e sho rt ba ck-country sect ion o f th e road. wh ich is
still in its Winte r co ndi tion. have made it adv isable to
wa it for bette r weath er. Howe ver, do not let th at deter
a ny "star te rs," as th e ro ute is an interes ting one over
som e splendid main highway. sea led seconda ry roads
with mild hills. a reall y hilly sec tion with pl ent y o f
bend s a nd so me magn ificen t sce nery at the head of th e
Tu rak ina Valley, In a ll. about 100 m iles o f int er esting
m ot or ing. just r igh t for th e Vint age machine.

Wi th the a pproach of th e C hristmas season a nd th e
call of th e home ga rde n, it ha s been decided to delay
mak ing a sta r t with the e rec tion o f the Museum build­
ing. How ever. the site is ready and a ll Legal fo rm alities
hav e bee n finalised , so wh en the lab ou r is av a ila ble a
sta r t will be mad e.

Roy Tomlin pa id us a vis it a t Labour Day week-end
and sho wed us hi s coll ect ion of slides-very good too ,
Roy is consid ering the ide a of sto ring his big 192 3 A us tin
To urer do wn thi s way so th at it will be more readi ly
avai la ble to take pa rt in local Rall ies.

Ca rte r ton mem be r lvor Ha rvey has sec ured th e use of
a building , whi ch he is re-b uild ing, in whi ch to mak e a
sta rt on re-b ui ld ing hi s ra re 191 3 Ne wto n Ben nett . Sa id
" heap" was rece ntly to wed to thc site o f operatio ns and
en ro ute shed the rim off one rea r whee l, th e worm-eat en
wood en fell oe of whi ch mi racul ou sly held tog ether and
avo ide d compl ete disintegrat ion . Ivor ha s a stupendous
job ahead of him , but one well wor th whil e . The N B
sho uld prove to be a most a ttrac tive an d "drivable"
Veteran ,

W e are so rr y to lo se Palmerston North m ember Ivan
Bast wh o is shifting way down South to Mossburn, The



1913 M a ri on is a t p resent im m o bile, but when the power­
hou se has bee n refi tted it is to fo llow its owner So u th.

Jo ck C lo us ton has bou ght a 40 h .p . 1927 Lanch este r in
quite good mech anical order bu t in need of su perficia l
ren ov at ion , madc necessa ry by some yea rs o f dut y as a n
unauthori sed fow l house. Th is sho uld pr ove a n int er esti ng
car whe n he has it ba ck on th e road . He hop es a lso to
displ a y soo n hi s )906 Da rr acq.

K en Wright is re bu ilding the 1923 Alvis, so wh en
T on y T us tin de cided to o ffer th e cx- W right 1927 Lea
F ra nc is for sa le , Jean prom p tly bou gh t it back . Jean
fee ls th at she has re ne wed a n o ld f riendship.

Bob M cCabc' s 1923 C ly no is ne aring co m ple tio n and
it is hoped that it will be a co m pe tito r in the J anua ry
" Bur ma R o ad " T ria l.

Ian To nks hop es soon to be a ble to make a co nce r ted
a ttac k o n hi s ve ry ra re OREL (V tw in of F re nc h o rig in)
whi ch is th ought to be th e o nly re ma ini ng example of
th e nine of this m odel th at were built.

Brian Walker and co-pilot "Dexter " Basseu , co u ld
tell quite a tale about th ei r two day trip d o wn from
Auckl and wi th th e An saldo . T hei r t roubl es were m ostl y
ty re on es, a nd th e exha us t not e was so mewha t er ra t ic
fr om Hami lton o n , du e , no doub t, to a n eng ine va lve
whi ch fa ile d rather sa dly.

The Ca r te rton De D ion now has a yo u nger brothe r as
sta b le-ma te as Rcx Po rte r has re cen tly ac q u ire d th e ver y
rus ty re mains o f a 1907 eig h t ho rsep ow er m od el minus
bod y a nd g ua rds. He has had it m oto ri ng o n the ro ad
a nd repor ts th at it is a "rea l o ld bom b". bu t like Ivor,
he ha s a ver y big jo b a hea d of him in effecting a com­
plete re- bui ld .

A. P. (Bert) TONKS 6­
SON LTD.

111 Duncan Street, Wanganui East

T he Wan ganu i bo ys congra tula tc a Wellington mern­
ber o n hi s m agni ficent jo b so fa r o n th e chassis of h is
1911 " Wh ite" steamer, Len So u thward's " Wh ite", shown
at th e W ell ington Ex hibi tio n , was a fa u ltless restora tio n
joh.

C has M ax wcll o f W ell ingt on is reb u ildi ng a n ex-Moult.
circa 1912, A us tin .

Ment ion m us t be ma de o f th e sta m ina of Rcx P o rt er
(from Ca rte rton) a nd of hi s car. Rex fo u nd th e h igh
wind im po sed a n a dd it io na l hand icap o n h im so lo wered
th e hood , to drive the re main ing 26 mil es to l nglewo od
throu gh heav y rain. ha il a nd h igh wind s. And he nev er
lost th at infec tio us gr in!

Beginn in g the firs t week in Decem ber the W anganui
Pu b lic Li bra ry will dis p lay a loa n co llec tio n of Vin ta ge
and Vetera n book s from the N at ional Library Se rvice .
Sever al local re tai ler s w ill " tic-in" wi ndow di spla ys with
the as sis ta nce of th e C lu b. T his will be a t the t ime
th e " Bur ma" Tria l pu b licit y br ea ks.

PI C NIC

O n S unday af ternoo n, th e 27t h Oct ob er. a successfu l
p icni c run was o rgan ised by the Branch .

From th e assembly po int at A .A. Headqua rt er s, so me
d o zen o r so ve h icle s. ve teran, vint a ge a nd m od ern fo l­
lowed a circ uito us co urs e to O ke h u M ot or Cam p o n
th e m ain road north of W anganui . A ft er afte rnoon tea .
dri vers a nd passeng ers re-c nbusscd (so me . fo r vario us
rea so ns o n di fferent mo u nts) a nd proceeded via lesser
kn o wn roads to Kai Iwi Beach . A shor t pau se here for
a gulp o f sea a ir , th en re turn to Wan ga nui .

No veh icle ga ve a n y trou bl e th ou gh it was noticed th at
certai n modern m arques wai ting a t th e top o f a hill
ost en sibl y for th e anc ien ts to ca tc h up . were. we s uspect.
ac tua lly cooling off thei r overhea ted powe r plants.

T he trip , about 30 mil es a ltogether . was agreed by
partici pant s to be ver y enjoyable . So enj o yab le in fac t.
th at a n Auckl a nd member wh o took part , is serio usly
co ns ide ring garaging hi s vin tage ca r in Wanganui per­
m an en tl y so th at it w ill m ore conven ien tly be ava ila ble
for future sim ilar ou tin gs.

A " MOV ING" STO R Y 1>.1' R . Lee

Coach Builders - Moto r Trimme rs

Panel Beaters and Painte r s

•
Complete Restorations Undertaken

Mudguards t Ponels, etc ., Made to

Authentic D etail from Po t terns ,

or Photographs

O ne morning last Se p tem be r, th e ma na ger of a
W a nganui M ot or Car pa tc h -a nd -pai n t estab lish men t wa s
to be seen sea rc h ing h is office for so me a lumi n iu m rivets
which h is em ployees ha d hidden as a k ind of ins ura nce
ag ainst hav ing to do a ny work. He had no luck with the
r ivets b u t di d locat e th e m orning paper (no t so we ll
hidden by th e off ice sta ff). Acting o n the m a xim th a t
wh at ' s good fo r th e employ ee is a. K. for th e employer,
he se tt led down to a q u iet " sh u lt i" . After only tw o
hou rs he came to th e back pa ge a nd- this is wh ere the
slo ry rea lly sta r ts- saw th er e a n a dv ertiseme n t o ffering
so me b ui ld ings fo r sa le by a uction . Rem o vin g hi s glasses
a nd han ding th em to th e o ffice girl, th e ma na ge r asked
th e yo ung lad y to re ad a nd ex plai n th e co nten ts of th e
notice to him carefully . So efficien tly was thi s done tha t
by aftc rn o u n tea tim e, th e m a nager reali sed th at her e
was a go lden o ppo r tuni ty fo r hi s be loved V intage C a r
C lub of N Z . (Inc.) W an ganui Bran ch , to Iulfill o ne o f
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age und er 600). the da y was a h igh ly successful one.
Nor was the observa nce of cert a in rite s in connectio n
with the roofi ng of the building overlooked . . .

T he outsta ndin g incident was the one in which a
pane l beater all but had his pa nel beaten in by an axe
/lung recklessly across the roof by a per so n or persons
un known.

Half a da v of the fo llowing weekend suff iced to upl ift
the floo r a nd piles and bri ng ~h em to the new site. Whi le
unl oad ing in Wa nganui a certain mas ter plumber proved
the weight of one floor sec tio n to be at least eq ua l to
a no the r by dropping it on his fool. Be assured plum bers
spea k the same language as the res t of us.

The C ity Co unc il. whos e ground we lease. have since
cast an approving eye over o ur impressive stack. They
have kindl y con sent ed to do a littl e necessary levelling
work afte r which the " All clear " will be given fo r
re building.

" No rt he rlies fres he ning. cloud y a nd overcas t, drizzle
a nd rai n througho ut the da y." So sa id the car radio a t
7.15 as we drove up to Hawera Sa turday mornin g. It
proved to be the week's major und erstatemen t.

Drizzle soo n turn ed to heavy rai n. a nd whatever the
officia l direction. a ll ten tria l drive rs were in co mp lete
agree me nt tha t it was a head -wind - inva ria bly st ra ight
do wn the road whichever way it tu rned. At Stratford
there was a suspic ion of sleet a long with the rai n.

Some hoods were wate rproof. Others developed leak s
str at egicall y placed to pro vide the maximum discomfort
for the dr iver. The De D ion 's hood, alt ho ugh new and

its cherished dream s-a clu b hou se a nd mu seum . Th at
very day our worthy pat riot co ntac ted his fe llow com ­
mitt ee m embers a nd a meetin g was urgen tly arra nged.

Well , of cou rse, we bo ugh t the building . In thi s, the
Bran ch ex tends grat efu l than ks to Pal merston No rth
mem ber, l van Eas t, for some excellent grou nd work.

Th ere were one or two str ings at tac hed to the dea l.
(Th is is where the story really starts). T he str uct ure was
situa ted on Milson aerodrome a nd we were req uired to
arra nge th ings so as to leave on ly the earth upon which
it sa t after th e expiration of three weeks from date of
purc hase. So to the teleph on e.

As a res ult , a ga ng of willing if un pract ised wrec kers
took off fro m Wan ganui a t 6 a .m. on Sat urday, the 14th
September for Mi lson . They were armed with th ree
trucks, old clothes, wreckin g tools of a ll kin ds and
willing sp irits.

Ar rived at th e 'dro me the y were co nfro nted by a
wooden building some 45ft by 25ft with gabled malth oid
roof and numerou s doors, a ll locked . In the a bsence of
keys, out came a crowbar a nd in went a do or . Th e
interior was divided into five roo ms of various sizes.
There were light and power point s everywhe re. Most
wall s a nd a ll ceilings were pin ex-lin ed , the who le str uc­
tu re havin g been erected in six foo t sec tions. services
style.

Appointing a builde r mem ber to the posi tion of job
forema n and pr om oting him top sides where he lost ;10

tim e in beco m ing roof spotter fo r th e local aero club.
the la bourers went to wor k. Order swif tly beca me chaos
tha nks to crow bars . hamm ers and saws. To the afore­
men tioned man ager a nd his offsider wen t the hon our of
thc first sectio n extrac ted intact-and right ly so; which
on ly goes to show that he is as goo d a wrecker of
buildings as he is a res usci ta tor of motor ca rs. On ly
m inu tes later his del ight ed sq ueals a nno unced the d is­
co very of a ver itab le treas ure trove-umpteen packets
of a lum inium rivets of all sha pes and sizes .

So fa r. the da y had bcen most sat isfac tory for our
hero. Alas it was no t to co ntinue thu s. A sheet of iron
co pio usly studded with nail s, slipped its moorings pre­
ma turely a nd skimmed his bo ncc leavin g a bloo dy.
furrowed tra il.

Th e rema inde r of the day's wor k was uneventful. It
is only fa ir to say th ou gh , that in the closing stage s when
it was rea lised that th ere was a chan ce of getting the
truc ks completely unloaded on the site in Wanganui
before pub shut , th ere was a noticeable acceleration in
the genera l tempo. These effor ts were rewarded . The
workers fo und themselve s with half a n hou r in which
to lay the du st and make a report on the da y's progress
to their Ch ai rman who so meho w kn ew that they would
ca ll a t the esta blishme nt he was in the habit of fre q uent·
ing on Sat urdays.

Wi th one th ird of the bui ld ing d isman tled a nd tra ns­
ported to Wan ganui. th e fo llowing da y prom ised bigger
a nd bett er res ults. And so it proved to be. By the Sun day
afternoon only the floor remai ned unmoved. Co nsid er­
ing the time out for refreshme nts, ae ro plane rides a nd a n
infor mative conducted tour of Ivan East 's ma gnificently
upstanding, st ripped-down 1913 Mar ion (gen uine mile-
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He has now become an A ssocia te Member , a nd a very
we lco me one .

In the evening an a tte m pt was m ad e by th e Show
orga nise rs to ret rieve so me thing fro m the d isaste r by
holding a n impromptu enter ta inme nt in the Showground:
Hall. Here the "brains of the C lub " acquitted them­
selves with commendable ap lumb and ea rn ed £4 for the
build ing fund by a ppea ring in a quiz sess io n inv ol vin g
q uest ions fro m Eliza be th N agle' s "Veter ans of the Road.'

Next morn ing the sun str uggled throu gh and so me
drivi ng a bo ut the town was indul ged in before sta rting
on th e re turn journey. A halt fo r lun ch a t Hawera wa­
made by th e Wanganu i cars. a nd th e Ca rte rton Stude
bak er ro unde d off th e trip by making a so cia l ca ll dowr
to Levin on the way home. (Wha t a tiger for pun ish ­
men t !).

T he co mpe ting cars were : 1900 De D ion Bouton
vo ituret te, Rex Porter, Ca rt erton ; 1909 C leme nt Talbot
roa ds te r, K en Wright. Wanganui ; 1912 Zedell, tourer
Br ian Walk er . Wanganui ; 1913 Daimler. tourer, Ben
Tonk s (driver Dick Lyth), Wanganui ; 1914 Bui ck 4
tourer , Maurie Wadey, Wanganui ; 1916 O verland . tourer
T om Stirling. Wanganu i; 1916 Bui ck 6. tou rer . Ror
Ro ycro ft , Au ckland ; 1923 Austin . 7-seat tourer , Ro y
Tom lin. Au ckl and ; 1924 Studeb ak cr, tou rer, J ohn Keed
well , Ca rterto n; 1925 Au stin . 7-sea t tourer , T rcvo :
Hudson , Levin .

Placin gs : 1913 Daimler lst, 1925 Au st in 2nd .
C has a nd M rs Withers made the run up to lngl ewooc

for th e da y in the little Morgan three-whee ler , but d ie
not tak e part in the Time Trial. W e m issed the South ­
wa rd s wh o wer e det ained in Well ingt on by a prior
engageme nt.

Th e co nvoy home was augment ed by a Su nbea m
12/40 pilo ted by Ken Wright-but mor e of th a t a no n.

By th e way. in case the po int has been mi ssed . the
wea ther was W E T.

waterproof, acted as a splend id wind and ra in catcher
and had to be lowered a ft er lab ouring aga ins t th e
e leme nts for four mil es. From th en on. Rex and his
" na viga to r" Bo b Hall , ju st go t wett er and coldcr. They
a rrived 30 m inutes lat e with a n empt y fuel tank. a
fish pond in the folded hood, and an average speed o f
10 rn.p.h.

T he Tonks Daimler , driven by Di ck Ly th, turned in
a good performance by arr iving " spot on". a nd tied (on
points) with the big Au stin tou rer of T revor Hudson .
Fi rs t place went to the Daimler o n account of th e line
fin ish . a nd both Di ck and Trevo r were presented with
han dsom e littl e trophies in th e fo rm of a vertica lly
m ounted miniature tyre with a plaque in th e centre.
D ick Lyth was thus able to take hom e to Bert T ank s
a tan gibl e rew ard for his da ys of work in prep aring th e
D aimler. Bert, sa d to rel a te, had gon e down with a
sev ere a ttack of flu , o nly the day befor e th e trial. We
mi ssed his co m pa ny but were glad his deputy driver was
a ble to pilot the Daimler to vict ory.

On arrival at Inglewood th e ca rs were quickly garaged
a nd th e rest of the pr ogramme (dri ving tests. concours.
etc. ) was ab andoned due to th e rain a nd th e sodde n
sta te of the showgr ounds . The a ftern oon was dev oted to
making sure the cold and we t were th or ou ghl y counte r­
ac ted by co ns um ing the a ppro p ria te "chill sto pper."

O ppo rt unity was taken to welc om e new members
John Keedwell accompan ied by M rs Keedw ell , a nd Ivor
Harvey, of Carter ton. John d ro ve over in h is big m aroon
Studeba ker six which proved th o rou ghly capable of
sta nd ing up to the rigo rs of the weather. He had no
troubl e maintaining a h igh a verage on th e 200 miles
trip. a nd ran at the 50 m.p.h. mark most of th e way.
Ivor is th e owner of a rare machine, a 1913 Newt on &
Bennett 12 h .p, tou rer. As yet, it is jus t a so rry "heap,"
bu t now that the Studebak er ha s tak en to ihe road so
well , the pa rt ners hope to make a n ea rly sta r t o n restor­
at ion . It sho uld prove a worthy add ition to o ur ra nks .

We wer e glad to have with us Ron Roycr of't , Ro y
T omlin a nd their eo-d rive rs Warrcn Parkinson a nd
Vi e McCread y. T hese enthusiastic members drove down
fro m Au ckl and in a fine o ld 1916 Bui ck s ix and a
handsom e big ye llow 1923 Au stin resp ectivel y. Vie
McC ready, o f Kaikohe, who trav ell ed down with Roy .
pr omises to let us see hi s 19 I9 Minerva bef or e long;
perhap s at the January " Burma Road " tri al. R ay himself
ha s hint ed tha t he will be "after Rcx 's bloo d" next yea r
with so me rea lly earl y "mystery" ma chine. Let us hope
th e weather is better then or R oy ma y al so ha ve to
pa rade th e Ba r Lounge in pyjamas a nd dressing-gown
while clothes dry off in th e hot el bo iler room!

After dinner , members gat he red in th e lounge a nd
C lub Ca ptai n, Ken W right , in a short speech express ing
th e C lub's apprec iat ion of th e good work don e over the
past few yea rs by Bob Hall in th e way of welcome
publicit y ove r the Wanganu i Radio , as ked him to accept
a se t o f beer mugs bearing Veteran Car m otif s. In
re ply, Bo b sa id he was sorry to be leavin g the Radio
Sta tion. He had th oroughly enjoyed th e making of tap e
recor dings a nd commentaries on C lub ac tiv ities, but
h op ed still to be able to do some useful work fo r u s,
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MOUNT COOK RA LLY AND T R IAL
LA BOU R W EEK END - 26th-28th OCTO BE R

D. Nicho lson, Organiser

Eleve n starte rs faced th e haza rds of the Mc Ke nzie
Country's tracks a nd roa ds, leaving from Fairlie on
Saturday morning, after morning tea a nd a crew br iefing.
F lagge d a way by Mr Ru th erfo rd . who was a member
of th e crew of the origina l ca r 10 ma ke the journey in
1906. the eleve n sta rters were: Ca r 1, J. Ellens, 1907
Ca diliac 1 cyl., T ima ru ; 2, T. W ilson , 1911 F. N .,
T imaru ; 3. A. Baker, 1914 Humber. Chris tchurch ; 4. D.
Bowm an , 1917 T . Ford, Ch ris tchu rch; 5, H. Me rcer,
1915 T. Ford . Timaru ; 6. D . Odd ie, 1923 Bentley 3 litr e,
Ti ma ru ; 8. A. Averis, 1924 Singer Jnr. , Timaru; 9. C.
Westob y, 1928 A lvis 12 / 50. T irnaru : 10. W. C lapha m .
1952 Chcv ., Ch ris tchurch ; 11. D . Nic ho lso u. 1914 Mer­
cedes 28 / 95. Tirn a ru ; 12. R. Arno tt, 1914 Overland
Road ster . T irna ru .

After a Le Mans start. a t 2 minute interva ls. the
Ve teran cars with the ir choice o f II m.p.h . or 17 m.p.h .
average to ma intain over the 56 mile course, were soo n
leav ing the hea vy rai n behin d a t Burkes Pass a nd motor­
ing in the war m su nshine of the Mc Kenzie Co untry
towa rd Tckapo, an d a 30 min ute lunch break . The on ly
mishap was the Caddy running out of petrol. due to a
last min ute deci sio n to rep lace the J9 13 Hu mbcrette
whic h developed clutc h trouble lea ving T irna ru. It was
12 minute s la te at the sta rt a t Fai rlic an d only 7 mi nutes
la te a t the end of the first sectio n.

In the mea nt ime, with a choic e of 22 m.p.h . or 30
m .p.h . average ove r a n 80 m ile co urse , the Vintage ca rs
wer e havi ng tro ubles of their own. Af ter pass ing K irn­
bell. they had to fo rd and reford the O pih i River. whi ch
had risen 2ft overn ight , as well as so me mino r strea ms
o n their dev io us wa y to the sec re t check at Bu rkes Pass,
a nd then in heavy ra in tu rned le ft , and head ed for the
McK en zie Pass, where the y proceeded to climb gra des
of I in 7 a nd I in 5 up a nd over the pass a nd on to
Te kapo via Wh al cback Stat ion.

At the last fo rd ing of the Op ihi, the crossin g had
sco ured out to a depth of 3f t 6i n, a nd it was necessa ry
to ar ran ge fo r a tractor to sta nd by, just in case. It was
the re that D . Bowman's Ford, competing as a Vint age,
took to the water like a boat a nd d id not to uch bottom
till it was across. Like wise Alien A veri s' Singer en tere d
the water downstream. and sa iled majesticall y across ,
but not wit ho ut apprehe ns ion. fo llo wed by W. Clap ha m's
C hcv, (where was the Stan ley. Bill " ) Co lin Westo bys
Alvi s was not so lucky. and after an amphibious at tempt
in the deepest part . los t tract ion , an d had to enl ist the
aid of a del ighted farmer, and his N utIicld Agric ul tura l
machiner y, thereby losing 60 point s.

On the Mc Ken zie Pass, Da ve Bowman and his crew,
while a ttempting to climb the steepes t part in reverse
(ha ving sta lled it go ing the usual wa y), discovere d that
the Fo rd has a high er ra tio in reverse tha n it has in
low gear. So they turned her ro un d agai n, a nd wit h
plent y of push ing and cursing the organizer. made it in
low gear. T he othe r ca rs a lso had their moments, but
it was downh ill that the trou bles rea lly sta rted. T he
earlier su bmerging of the Alvis had ca used a re place­
ment of the pet rol by wat er, whi ch pla yed ha voc with
the twin S.U.s. The Singer also developed water in the
works, and had to be tow ed , bu t Henr y Ford's master ­
piece, like T enn yson's Br ook was still babbling on .

Leavin g T ekap o on sect ion two . the cars proceeded to
La ke Puk aki Inn . a rr iving lat e in th e afternoo n on a
glo rious da y, with Mt. Cook sho wing a t its best . a nd the
ro ad s at their worst. This sectio n was un event ful , exce pt
that the Wan ak a ra lly ca rs pr ovided a marked co ntra st
to the Vintage. as they passed by a nd exc hange d
shou ted gree tings. Dave Bow man 's knowl edge of his
masterpiece was furt her imp roved by a fo rced intro­
duction to the mu dplug.

Af ter din ner o n Saturday, the co mpe titors were en ter­
tai ned by a picture show, followed by a pleasa nt even­
ing 's da nci ng plus extra s, in the schoo lho use un til the
sma ll ho urs.

CJ.\(l
'i'/(~ECKE(lS
2 KING STREET, TIMARU

and
MAIN ROAD, WASHDYKE

Phones : Day 1576 , Night 2181 K

We have Ac res of Cars . If We Have
Not Got It, We Can Get It .

Ring - Write - Call

•
Remember The Name

Car Wreckers

Remember The Phone
1576

Rememb er Th e Add ress
2 King Street, Timaru
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the smallest detail to its outstanding
performance the NEW SINGER. offers
positive proof that in the long run ex ­
perience counts.

to each of the Vetera n ca rs tha t completed the co urse
in the pr escr ibed time, for the Second A nnua l and New
Zealand 's lon gest (and mos t ar duo us) Veteran Car Rall y.

Mon da y saw the crews pac king up a nd lashing hoods,
a nd foldi ng wind-screens down a nd driv ing off hom e to
Ti maru a nd Christchurc h int o the teeth of an old-ma n
no r-wester, of such force that for the 10 mil es from
Simo n' s Pass, downh ill via Wind y Ri dge to Ba lmo ra l,
low gear was the or der for all cars .

Fina l results-Veteran Car T ria l: H . Merce r. 1915
Ford T , lst (10 po ints lost); R . Arnoll , 1914 Ove rla nd ,
2nd , (22-} points lost); A. Bak er, 1914 Humber, 3rd,
(31 points lost); T. Wil son , 1910 F.N., 4th , (6 1 poin ts
lost) ; J . Ell ens, 1907 Cadillac , 5th , (70 points lost).
Vintage Car Trial : D. Bowman, 1917 F ord T , 1st
(52-} points lost); C. Westob y, 1928 Alv is, 2nd (78-1­
point s lost); A. Averis, 1924 Sing er , 3rd (128 point s lost).

Also Co mpe ting, but not eligible fo r placi ng was
W. Clapha m, 1952 Chev., with only 42 poin ts lost.

Veteran Dri ving Te st: J . E llens, 1907 Ca dillac . 1st.
Vintage Driving Tes t : D . Bowman , 1917 Fo rd T. lst .
Best Turned-out Veteran : T . Wil son , 1910 F. N . Best
Turned-out Vintage: A. Averi s, 1924 Singe r. Most
Spo rting Co mpe titor a nd C rcw: Mr a nd Mr s A. Baker ,
1914 Humber.

Marshall s : D. Nic ho lso n, Merccdes ; D . Odd ic,
Bentley; G . Mer thens, Va uxha ll Velox; J. Sirnmo ns,
15/50 Wolseley. All Vetera n Cars qu al ified fo r plaq ues .

On the return run a few com petito rs (10 quo te a
ph rase) becam e in toxic at ed by the exuberance of their
own velocity, a nd man y and va ried were their stories
tha t evening of their escapes from tot al a nnihilation,
while the wise mot ored sedately back to Puk aki and
cloc ked in o n time a t the secre t checks. On the ir a rr iva l
a t the Inn the car s were lined up a nd two knowledge­
ab le visitor s. Ru sset Mclvor f rom Inv erear gill and Davc
Mill s from Ta rras, were ca lled in to judge the cars for
co nditio n a nd sta ndard of maintenance after the tria l.
Whil e this was go ing on. th e po int s for the time trial s,
drivin g tests, ctc.. were being compiled and the crews
were hav ing a much needed spruce up for the more
fo rma l pro ceed ings of the eve ning.

In the pleasant a tmosphe re of the dining room of Mr
Wardell 's La ke Puk a k i Inn. during a form al and suita bly
menu ed dinne r. the Tri al came to a fitti ng clim ax . Mr
Hu gh Mercer anno unced the results and awa rded the
tro phies to the winne rs of each section, a nd the plaques

Sunday dawned bright and clear with no wind , a nd
after a substantia l breakfast , the Veteran car s were
dispatched on their journey from Pukaki to the Hermi­
tage ruins for a picnic lunch and 2 hour break . at a n
average speed of 16 m.p.h. for 74 miles. And whil e
the Veteran s were wind ing a nd cl imbing to thei r destin­
at ion on an enjoyabl e and trouble- free trip . the Vint age
cars were head ing du e Sou th into the No rth Otago tiger
co untry at a n average speed of either 21 m.p.h, or
29 rn.p.h. for a tot al of 125 twistin g. tor tuous miles of
generall y unpl easant roa dway. pla gued a ll the wh ile by
a whi te Merc cdes, acting as secre t check control , whose
whe reab outs was genera lly unn oticed excep t when over ­
tak ing the field at speed on its way to a no ther local e.
Dri ving tests were co nducted at the Hermitage, and
ca used some anx ious moments fo r the competito rs and
amusem ent fo r the onloo kers. Bowman & Co . in the
news aga in, so lved the probl em of jack ing up a car,
spi nning the fro nt whee l and dr iving off. when , at the
word "go." they a ligh ted. lifted th e front end by man­
po wer . spun the whee l, climbed in a nd dr o ve off in the
incredi ble tim c of 14 seco nds . T he o the r co mpetito rs
averaged 65 seco nds. In the test whe re it was req uired to
tu rn the car 360 degrees o n a narrow roa d with a stee p
slope on it, the cars with a poor lock were at a dis­
adva ntage, a nd o nce agai n the Vetera n ca rs showed up
to adva ntage. It was during thi s test that Bert Arno tt,
who was do ing so well in the tim e trial , had the mis ­
fortune to jam his gea r shift while doing so me fra ntic
cog-swapping o n his Overland and lost the ma ximum
po ints. Bill C lapham had the bad luck to suffer from a
sta lling eng ine a nd co ns iderab le wheel spin and so lost
o ut. Hugh Mercer turne d o n a prett y piece of T Ford
acro ba tics in this tes t. but was pipped a t the post by the
!-lunger Ca ddy piloted by J. Ellens , who se poli shed
pe rform ance won the Ve tera n Driving T est by I point
fr om the T Ford. The Bowman T Fo rd demo nstra ted
to the other Vintage cars, the advantage of epicyclic
gea ring for rapid rnaneouvring of a large car in a con­
fined ar ea.



OBS ERvAt IONS ON tH E MT. COOK R UN

by Bulbliorn

I. Rumou r has it that a larg e off-w hi te ca r. with
al umi nium bo nne t, was seen being ignomin iou sly towe d
into Geraldi ne o n the morn ing of th e start.

.., T hat the Mcrccdes. on a rcccy trip. covered 360
miles in 11 hours ma ppi ng out the ro u te. a t the triflin g
cos t of a smashe d pe tro l tan k, a nd a bad ly slipping
clutch .

3. T ha t a cer tai n C hristc h urc h shutterb ug claims to
have a ph ot o o f his Ford T. act ua lly flying ove r a dee p
ford . the driver with his hands over his eyes, and the
gas lever hard down.

4. In the bar that evening it was stated by an a rdent
cog-swa pper th at all epic yclic gear cars sho uld be banned
a nd a peda l pu sher was quick to rem ark th at they always
had been .

5. Nothing happened on the run to explode the
stea m car myth . Ar e they fact , or still fict ion ?

6. Ever heard o f a Ford owner bein g unawa re o f
the mudplug ? Ask Bowm an .

7. Ca n yo u beat thi s ? You r own ca r havin g bro ken
down on the way to the sta rt (1. ElIens Hurnberett e). yo u

re turn to Ti maru a nd cas ua lly borrow the l -lunger
Ca ddy. an d with ou t preparat ion , spares o r equ ipme nt,
d rive the 266 mi les of the Rall y with not hing more no te­
worth y occ urring than a n empty pet rol tank.

8. It may be recorded that our frie nd M r D ixon , d id
not miss a tric k on Sat ur day night a t Puk aki.

9. Also wo rth y of comme nt was the cre di tab le per­
forrnance of new mem ber T. Wil son, drivi ng a borrowed
F .N . who mad e the jo urney with out incident.

10. Rumou r has it that the Bakers would like to add
an other Veter an to their al read y selec t stab le-a Mo del
K Ca d iliac .

Don Odd ie with his Dar racq a nd Hugh Me rcer with
h is Ford T were a t the In verca rgill-R ivert on Rall y on
October 12th . They both enjoyed the Rall y and al so
the South land ho spitalit y which was extended to th em
whil e there. Co ngra tula tions to Don on winn ing C lass I.
It was nice to see him return ing to Timaru with a
handsom e cup till thi s time next year. Hugh Merc er' s
Fo rd was the o nly car to receive a n a ward for trave lling
over 100 mile s to the ra lly. There were six M odcl T
Fo rds a lto gether a nd it will no dou bt he a record for the
num be r of cars o f one mak e to ente r a ra lly .

General Natter and Overseas News

CO M ING EV EN T S

T he Burma Roud Rally-r-Lanuary /9Ih . / 958. O rga n­
be d by the Wan ganui Bran ch . thi s Rall y covers a di s­
tan ce of some 100 miles over fa irly trick y terra in a nd is
for Vintage a nd Edwa rdia n cars on ly . No pre-191(\
Veteran ca n be accept ed. Ent ry for ms will soon he ava il­
ab le fro m a ll Bran ch Secret ari es a nd a nyo ne intcrested
in a jo lly fine "blood and thunder " event sho uld make
enq uiries fr om their local Branch Secretary.

Dunedin-Brighton R un-r-lamtarv 251h. / 958. Org ani sed
by the Ot ugo Bran ch , th is event on ce mor e pr omi ses to
he first cla ss. All members sho u ld have by now received
thei r regs. and Entry Forms. so mak e haste to retu rn
them to the Secreta ry of the Duncd in-Bri ght on Run .

GEN ERAL NOT ES

The C lub has. during the past month , had the pleasure
of entertaini ng G. Carver a nd R. MacK enzie who bo th
with in a matt er of minutes beca me Ge rry an d Mac .
Members of the Ben tle y Driver's Cl ub . they bot h ow n
very desira ble 3 lit res a nd in no time ha d ga the red
around them a collect ion of Bentl ey "spufflers" . Such is
thei r enth usiasm th at yo ur Secretary has di scovered a
new lease of life a nd now int ends to reb uil d his wife's

3 litre and even Charlie Stan ton fee ls tha t there is a

possibilit y of gell ing h is on the roa d before h is "65th

birt hday," Jest ing aside we thorou ghl y enjoyed Gerry

a nd Mac's visit and hope that we ma y see a lot more

of th em.

Ba tter Da ys ! Seen a t the Chris tchurch A . & P. Show­

a vintage Au stin 7 mot or and gear bo x cooled by a Zero

F iat Radi at or , dri ving a Merrv-G o-R ound-e-Uttcrl y

re lia ble too!

Wc hear o f a 1907 Mode l T ractor bearing or iginal

Christehurch regist ration number Ch.-95.

C hristchurch pap ers bear re po rts that the Lylt elt on

Borou gh Co uncil's stea m truck has bee n so ld to a M r

G . F. Ca irney who wishes to preserve it as a Vintage

car. We believe it to be a 1917 Yorksh ire a nd in going

or der.

Major ac hieveme nt of 1957 fo r thc Natio na l Exec u­

tive is the co mpletio n of the membership list showing

owners. addresses an d cars of bo th me mbers a nd non­

members. We are qu ite some Cl ub now- what a differ­

ence fro m 1947. All the hard work on the list don e by

the Andersons, M r and Mrs, as usual.



DICK MESSE NGER'S REPORT F ROM

GREAT BRI T AIN

Passed O il / 0 us fro m I he V & Vc.c. . A uck lund

Goodwood Race Meeting a nd Co nco urs d ' Elcgan cc

Vintage Sports Ca r Club - 14th Se ptember , 1957

Co nco urs d ' Elegan ce : T he list showed there were over
150 entries in a ll. Eleven vete ra ns a nd 140 vintage a nd
most of them were in o utstanding co nditio n. In the
veteran class, the outs tandi ng ca rs were the 1903 De
Dion Bouton owned by B. Norma n, not only was it in
immaculate condition, both externally a nd under the
bo nnet, but it ra n pr o babl y better than when new. When
the engine wa s sta rted. wh ich it did at first pull up , there
was not a click or mechani cal so und. jus t a gentle sisz­
sisz-sisz fro m th e carbur ettor whe n it moved aw ay , no
loose jo ints or cha tter. Nex t to it in the line up was a
hu ge two-three sea ter Metall urgiqu e 1907 type. The
origina l engine o f th is car. a 10 lit re. was ta ke n o ut in
1919 and re placed by a 21 lit re Ma yba ch engine of a
type they mad e befor e 1914 wa r for use in Motor boat s
an d Airsh ips. Th is co nvers io n was don e whe n the car
was owned by E. A . D . E ldr idge, who m yo u ma y
remember ma de severa l co nversio ns of sim ila r type . The
engine is a Tee head sid e va lve . six cyl inder 4 valves
ea ch-a mon ster. T he n th ere was the truly beautiful 1910
Roll s Royce of S. J. Skinner; thi s was the car which
went to U.S .A. in the ra lly recentl y. a ma gnificent ca r
with silver a nd silver-pla ted lamps and fitting s. I was
not pleased with J . M. Bland's 1909 Daimler: exte rna lly
it look ed right, but close inspection and und er-the-bonnet
disclosed that our good friends Moses & Lawrence had
nothing to fea r. Tw o delightful Rovers. 1913-14 model s,
a lovely 1909 Nap.er. a 1913 Talbot , a really nice little
1910 Renault. Too many to describe in the limited space
T have set my self.

Then came the Vint age clas s. 140 of them. r can o nly
pick ou t one or two to tell you about. The Concours
winn er . a mo st trul y magnific ent lsoua- Fras ch ini stra ight
8 of 1929. in sho wroom co ndi tion. One glance told me
it wou ld be the winne r; it co uld not be anyth ing else.
Eigh t Roll s-R oyce, a ll lovely. per fectl y tu rn ed ou t.
Bentleys ra nging fro m earl y 3 lit res to vcry special racin g
41' s to say nothing of a n excellentl y turned out a nd
preserved 6-1 sa loo n. One especia lly intrigued me. a trul y
magnifi cent job. as well ma de as a ny factory job ; J. L.
Godda rd had fille d a 1929 8-l itre engine in a 1924 3-lit re
chassis-no on e ca n be braver than that ! A Caltho rpe
1nl. Te n Au st ins. Five Ami lcars, includ ing 2 of those
lov ely little superc ha rged 6 cyl. 1098 cc. single sea ter
racing ca rs, mad e like a wa tch . in 1927. Seven Sunbea ms
1924 10 1930. Eac h one of these cars mer its a n a rt icle
by itsel f. but the hig h co st of ai rma il a nd 140 ca rs in
the concours is a fright en ing thou ght.

T he two rac es o n the da y, were both of 10 lap s o f the
Goodwood circuit. First was the Vintage Spo rts Ca r

event. Right fro m the sta rt the two specia l Bcntlcys 01'
McDoua ld a nd Burt on leap ed out to the front. the
difference between their cars and those othe r Bentl eys
bein g imm edi atel y apparen t by the ear-shatte r ing exha us t
note . T his was a p rivat e race bet ween th ese two a nd
the y graduall y out dista nced the field unti l towa rds the
cnd they were lapping the slower ca rs . Beh ind them. a
di ng-don g effort was betw een Ali en , dri ving an A.C.
engined Frazer- Nash, an d Ba iley . on a 61 Bentley. Trv
as he co uld, Bail ey just had not enough spee d on the
stra ight to mak e up for the qu ick tak e-off of th e A .C.
Nash. In a heap behind these fo ur ca me the rest of the
field , Sunbea m, M-G , Rile y, Am ilcar a nd more Bentleys.
As th e race dr ew towards the end I thought th e loud
note of McDonald 's was losing some thing, a nd su re
en ough he pull ed in , bad luck . Bu rton won a 74.80 m .p.h ,
foll owed by All en (A.C . Nash) and Bail ey (6-!- Bentley).
The next race was for " Vintage a nd H isto ric Cars." T his

produced a field of 11, most o f them fa mo us cars. At
the start W. F. Mos s, E .R.A. (Bira 's Remus) Hull. E. R.A.
(another Bira) an d Spcro, Maserati (8 C. M. ex Whitncy
Straig ht-Bira -Mc Alpi ne) to re o ff. foll owed by a scream­
ing mass of E.R.A.'s Amilcars, McDona ld 's Bentl ey
(go ing aga in as well as eve r), a 6c Maserat i (no t go ing
too well) leaving me in the sta nd with ac hi ng ca r drums.
F irs t tim e round , M oss, Hull , T . T. Carson and Brewer
a ll on E. R.A.' s, were leading, fo llowing by Spe ro 's
Masera ti, McDon al d (Ben tley) and Arn ilca r's screa ming
like G .P. cars . T he n Spcro slipped past into 3rd place
repla cin g Brewer (E.R.A .) a nd then a few la ps late r
passed Ca rson. At lap 6 Mass Ist . Hull 2nd . Spe ro 3rd.
Rain had fa llen as the cars were wa itin g o n the line,
which left the track dam p in places and must ha ve mad e

it trick y a t times; it dried toward s hal f distan ce. Spc ro
clo sed a littl e on Moss who qu ickl y rea lised his dan ger ,
and from then on Spero co uld ma ke no impr ession o n

the lead er. In the end Mass Ist a t 74.17 rn.p.h. Spc ro
ca me in 10 seco nds lat er to 2nd place. Ca rson Jr d , Hull
4th . None of the o the rs ever looked like ge tting a mo ng
th e lead ing fo ur aft er hal f distan ce. It is int er estin g to
note that the spee d o f thi s race was a littl e below that
of the Vin tage Sports cars in the earlie r event . rain wa s
with ou t dou bt the ca use, but it IS sur p rising that
sports cars com e so close.

A fina l wor d. Wh at im pressed me even more than the
gene ra l co ndit ion of these cars was the absolute perfec­
tio n in runn ing. In no instance did J hear unexpected
cla tte r. or no ise of any descript ion . No exha ust no ise
fro m a Rolls. A rumb le from a Bentl ey, A crac kle from
a Frazcr-Nash or a Bugatt i. A ch uff and co ug h fro m
the might y Metall urgiquc. But never a cha tter or a
ra tt le of a ny thing mechani cal. Wc ca n learn so mething
fro m thi s ; some th ing we can use to o ur a dva ntage. It

was tre me ndo usly impressive.



Canterbury

Cha irman : R. S. Turnbu ll

Notes
Vin tage Car Club N .Z . ( Inc.), Canterbury Branch .

Hon . Sec . : R. J Cummins, 23 Randolph St ., Christchurch

WA IKARI R UN
LA BOU R DA Y - 28t h OCT OB ER ,1957

hy J. IJ. Loug hnan

It was in unu sual weather co ndi tio ns for La bour Day
that a gro up of nine Veteran an d Vin tage cars set out
fo r an info rma l run to Wa ikar i in North Ca nte rb ury to
lake pa rt in the Waik ari Sch ool J ubilee Ce lebra tions .
Although there was plen ty of sunshi ne d ur ing the run
of fifty odd mi les. it was accompa nied by a steady nor­
wester which kep t the Vet er a n drive rs hard a t it in order
10 get grea tly in excess of twenty m .p.h, on the Waipara
stra ight. Most of the comp et itor s ha ving had lunch at
some selected spo t on the jou rn ey on the ir ar rival a t
Waik ar i fo rmed up o uts ide the Star a nd Ga rte r Hotel.
T he Nor thern led the parade a long to the domai n
gro unds where the celebra tio ns were now in their third
day. Two circ uit s of the gro und s were co mplete d on
arr iva l in o rde r to let the local inhab ita nts see the
vehic les in mo tio n. Wh en for med up children an d parents
a like swarmed ro und the m. Our tha nks are due to the
Ju bilee Com mit tee who tu rned on a rea lly splendid
afternoon tea fo r dr iver s a nd passengers. O ne met
severa l older inha bit an ts who remember F. C . Archer's
old F .N . car a nd won dered what had ha ppened to it.
Th ey were vcry interested whe n shown the actua l car
aga in.

As a so utherly was th reatening a last drive round the
D om ai n saw th e cars on their way back to Chr istchurc h.
It was whe n nea ring Wood en d tha t the fun began, for a
traffic jam extende d fro m the Wa irnaka ri ri Bridge. As
the tra ffic moved at a n esti mated 10 feet in as man y
minu tes it was deci ded tha t supper on the roa d side
was prefera ble. Having ea ten, a nd trimmed the lamps it
was mo st discon cert ing to find the jam extending furt he r
tha n it had half a n hou r before. It was 9 p.rn. when the
last Veteran a rr ived home with flicker ing lam ps, and no
one had been billed for insufficient ligh ting . Our thanks
arc due to two C lu b mem be rs. Alec Shad bolt a nd Keith
Steflenso n, who orga nised the memb ers who were ab le
to tak e pa rt.

PEN NZO IL VET E RA N RA LLY
NO VE M BE R 30th . 1957

by D. Morgetts

With thc o rga nisa tion running to lerab ly to sched ule, a n
ent ry of 30 vetera n cars and motor-cycles appeared a t
Latirner Squ are from Messrs MacKay\ Garage where
the majo rity had spent a comfor tab le nig ht (vehicles. no t
dr iver s). Several la te entries incl uded Jack Newell , stag­
ing a welcome re-ap pearance on the 19 10 Wolscley.

Ha ving received route instr uctions co nte sta nts were
dispa tched at one minute interval s to the Ka iapoi Pa rk,

w. A. Clapham
29 SOUTHWARK STREET CHRISTCHURCH
Between Ma nch ester and Madras Stree ts, Along side

Coke rs Hotel PHO NE 77 -471

Canterbury Service for

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries



encoun tering several tests, a nd secret checks to en forcc
th e m ain tenance of s pee ds which the d ri vers had pre­
vious ly nom inat ed . O w ing to th e rnet ull cd . unsea led
natu r e of mu ch of th is sec tion some of th e older a nd
more sp arta n machi nes inflicted u pon the ir passe ngers a
pa rticu la rly d islo cat ing ride, especia lly A lcc Shadbolt's
[901 Nor the rn. accord ing to h is gra ph ic account. " Just
let me ta ke th e organ ise rs for a demonst ration and they
wo uld n' t be so keen on sh ingle." Al ready possessi ng a
W est ern a nd an O rie nt o ne won ders , whet her po ssi b ly
the fu ture wi ll see A lcc acq ui r ing a so u ther ly represent­
a tivc, Inc identall y. a b ig end correct io n was expeditio us ly
carrie d o u t o n th e Northern a t K ai apo i. After a fu rther
th ree test s consis ting o f a wiggle woggle . garaging a nd
fo llow-the -st ring. fo llowed by lun ch eon a djo urn m ent.
com pe ti to rs wit h the except io n of J ohn Pa lmer's U n ic
W ago ne tte wh ich had suffered timi ng tr ou bl e . aga in set
otf a t o ne min ute in te rva ls. th is timc for Rangiora .

O n a rriva l th e re a pro cession wa s formed be hi nd th e
lo cal brass band a nd a n imp ress ive entr y m ade to the
A. a nd P . Showgro u nds where after a grand parade a nd
open ing wo rd s by th e M ay o r o f Ran giora fu rt he r te st s
were executed. Ma ny a mo ng the o lder nati ves were
obvious ly va stly m o ved by th e spectacle of suc h an
array of prac tical and graceful carriages, pa rti cularl y
lat er , when Hu gh Mercer o n h is 191 5 Ford T proceede d
to ca t th e 1957 DS 19 Ci trocn , and the po ta toes . in th e
po ta to race . Q uo th a lady specta to r co nce rni ng C o lin
W est ob y' s Cadillac-"Th is o ne lo ok s like a Merry-go­
ro un d" . Da rcy Nicho lson , the owner of th is mach ine.
de mo nstrated fro m th e grou nd its ease of handling. By
now the on ly la te a rriva l, in th e person of G eotf
Mehr te ns had appea red m o un ted o n h is 1906 R eo (lat e
arriva l caused by a brea kdo wn in h is m odern tow piec e
fo r th e Reo ) and th e Po ta to Ra ce. Blind fol d Dri ving
Tes t, S low Race a nd the Le Ma ns Sta r t were be ing we ll
patron ised . provid ing not a littl e enterta in me n t fo r th e
conside rab le crowd. During lull s in th e pro ceed ings o u r
spo nso rs we re sc ree n ing a sing ula rly in terest ing film of
the st r iking of the firs t oi l well in 1859 .

T hc PI A was a dequa te ly vibra t ing by An dy who
ha s a n un equall ed flow of lan gu a ge. bo th good and if
necessary, bad. a nd a more th an a m ple knowledge with
whic h to cover th is type of event. We suppose he was
respo nsi ble for inst igating the spectacu la r co ntes t be twe en
thc 19 15 Ford T of Hugh Mercer a nd the 1957 D S1 9
Ci troe n of Archiba lds. Bo th machines in t rying to o u tdo
each o ther d esc r ibed every co nce ivab le m a noeuvre. ex­
cepting perh a ps th e vert ica l take off a lt hough the Cit roen
came close eno ug h to th is.

As eviden ced by the cl oud s of sm o ke from so me o f
th e mo re oi ly ve tera ns a nd the h yd raul ic an t ics o f thc
C it roen th e success of thc Pe n nzoil ven ture wo uld seem
to be assured . Owing to the o ne hu nd red pe r cent
a djustmen t of th e Ford T tran smis sion bands thi s
mach ine p resent ed a wonderfu l spectac le in the Pota to
Ra ce which ca lle d p rimar ily for sna ppy changes fr om
fo rw ard to reverse speeds. T he C itrocn's p ilo t appeared
to be ro wing aga in st the tide to judge fro m wa tc hi ng
h is selec tio n of ra tios . May hi s h yd ra ul ic system never
leak.

A t the co nclu sio n of the tests , com pe titors left in
their own time for th e return tri p to C h ristch urch.

T he fine selec tio n of motor cycles deserves ment ion.
a nd their riders-and-passe ngers praise for essa ying a n
appreciab le mi leage. T he elega n t K ennett combinat ion
were o bviou sl y infl uenced in the ha ndling of th eir
machine by a close study of world side car cham pio n
E ric O livc r , in d o ing a l itt le whee l li f tin g.

T he evening function held at 8 p .m . at the Takahc,
started pu nct ua lly a t 9 .30 p.m . a nd was a roa r ing success .
M rs Slyfie ld. wife of th e Pcnnzoil pri me m o ver , presente d
th e com memora tive p laques an d p ri zes , clad elega n tly in
a frock sui tab ly a dorned wit h vetera n vehicl es.

W ith carriages a t 1 a .m. the da y' s ac t ivit ies came to
a n u nti me ly term ina tio n .

Resu lt s: C las s I, M IC, 1908 D ufa ux , A . A. Baker ;
C la ss 11, M od el K Cad ili a c, C . W est o b y; C la ss Ill. [90 5
Darracq , D . Oddie: C lass IV , 19 13 Ca lthorpe, A. Bak e r;
C lass V. 1915 Ford. H . Mercer.

P ri zes were presented to: H . Mercer, 1915 Fo rd . for
up ho lding the Vin tage tradi tions so admirably ; Archi­
ba ld's Ga rage . 1957 Citroen , fo r perm itt ing Hugh to
pro ve th e capab ilit ies of a Model T ; A . Baker, 190 8
D uf'a ux. fo r co m pe ti ng so successfu lly agai ns t un du e
ha rdsh ips on a fixed wh eel M l e.

BA N K S PE NI N S U LA RA LL Y AND HI LLC Ll MB
hy R. S . T urnb ull

T he second o f th ese enjoyab le events was held o n
October 5t h a nd 6th a t the same ven ue. a nd o n sim ila r
lines to th at held la st year.

As before. th e event co nsis ted of a Rall y over ha ck
roads to D uvauche lles , th en driving tests. a nd nex t da y
th e hill cli m b. Sa tu rda y m o rning sa w e leve n cars sta rted
fro m th e Carlto n M ill br idge, no ta ble amongs t th ese
bei ng Bill C la pha m 's m agn ificen t 1920 Sta n ley tourer
mak ing its firs t publ ic a ppeara nce a nd pe rfo rm in g.
except for a n occasio na l noise from the pumps. w ith a ll
th e un cann y silence of th ese machi nes. Ot hers sa mpling
th is even t for th e first tim e we re Hu gh T urtil with hi s
Cadi llac and th e Fiat o wne rs Henry and Pidgeon. For­
tu nate ly. the wea the r was fine as the ro u te thro ug h the
E llesmere di st r ict covere d a n umber of g rass "roads" a nd
ot her tra ct s of la nd not dese rvin g th is titl e. A t one
sect io n th e competitors were po lite ly info rmed by th e
marsha l as th ey en te red it th at the Lands an d Survey
Department class ified it as a swamp. Because of its ligh t
we igh t and the co-operat io n of othe r co m peti tors. the
T urnbul l A ustin Seven was th e o n ly car to ge t th rough ,
b ut re -starting after draini ng water fro m th e cy linders
and sum p too k so me time.

After this, however , th e roa d conditi o ns im p roved a nd
drive rs pressed o n to make u p time on the ta r sea led
st re tch es towards Litt le R iver. T he alte rna tive road to
the H illt o p. u p the stock ro ute, had to be abando ne d
because of a very slippery surface after recent rai n and
a ll com pet ito rs took th e ma in road up to th e Hillto p
a nd o n to th e Su mmit R oa d overlooking th e Ak ar oa
ha r bou r. The tria l sec t ion of th e event fini she d with d

t im ed descent from the fin al ro ute ma rsh al on th e
S ummit R oa d to th e finish a t Duvauchelles.



behind. A s th e drivers became a ccu stom ed to the hill
times improved a nd ev en Tu rn bull' s Aust in Seven, a fte r
removal of spa re wheel, bonnet a nd a ll lo ose eq uipm en t,
managed 10 a sce nd without manual assistance from the
ma rshals . The m ain feature o f the event wa s the close
compet ition between Uft on a nd Maugc r, fir st one a nd
th en the other lead ing b y onl y fifths o f a second . A s th e
resul ts show. thi s exc it ing du el res u lted in Mauger m ak ing
F .T. D. by two-fifths of a sec ond. Geoff Owen in his F iat
wa s very consist ent and Hugh Turt il in th e 1922 V8
Cad illa c tourer made a good run co nsi de r ing th e twi st y
co urse and th e size and weight o f hi s car. The St anley
h ad g iven tr oubl e on the t rial se ct io n. lat er dia gnosed
as fa u lty slide valves. and a ltho ugh it rea ch ed Duvau ch­
clI es eventually. competition motoring was o u t of th e
question and it did not s ta rt in th e hillclimb . A pit y. a s
all o f u s looked forward to seei ng it in a ct io n with all
taps turned on .

The wh ol e eve nt ran sm ooth ly a nd was en joyed by all
present , but th ere was a scarc ity of the m ore spo rt ing
types of vintage m achinery fo r which we kn ow exist in
C h r istch urc h , for most of th e en t r ies were ca rs of a
ra ther touring character in th e hands of en th usias ts .

O'all
Plce

in trial
) ._ mill .

Hill C lim b
Best T ime

C a r
1927 Essex 6
1920 St anley

Co nt in u ed Ol'er page

O VE RA LL RESULTS :

Driver
Bull
Cl apham

After lunch Warner Mauger had a rr a nged some well
thought out tests to tax the skill o f th e drivers. The p iece
de resistance wa s a regula r ity test a ro u nd a circuit which
included the main road hill leading into Duvauchelles
and had two short test s per lap . Ea ch driver wa s allowed
to nominate hi s ow n lap time . but many were o ver
optimistic and lost points for being late ut th e co n t ro l
point. A finale to th e tests wa s a treasure hunt which
although it gain ed n o points. was certainly enjoy ed.

A s previously, all meals were partaken at the local
hotel to sa ve the bother of camping equipment a nd
th e Saturda y evening passed quickly us tales of previous
V.C .C. e ven ts were told. Amongst those present were
th e Stanton b rothers, fresh fr om their New Z ealand
speed re cord o f 168 .6 m.p.h. made that afternoon with
the Gypsy Major Special, and al so another Benlley
owner Willis Brown fr om Invercargill who wa s up here
awa it ing the a rrival o f hi s new Borgward T.S.

Sunda y morning unfortunately dawned with o vercas t
sky a nd intermittent showers a nd it was in th ese con­
ditions that competitors made their way up th e hill to
the sta r t in Pettigrews Road which runs up from Pigeon
Ba y. This yea r th e climb wa s sh o r te ned to eliminate the
steep fini shing st ra igh t a nd communication between sta rt
a nd fini sh wa s by radio equipment , eliminating th e un­
popular task of la ying and re co vering telephone cables.

As was expected. from its performance la st year.
Manger ' s 501S Fi at with Silvan] O.H.V . he ad , made
fa ste st time on the first run with U fro n's 12 /50 Al vis
and G eo ff Owen 's S .V . 50lS Fi at o nly a few se co nd s

..
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54 Cliff Road,
T orbay , Au ckl and.

You rs, etc .,
Gordon Sharpe

Hon . Secty. Du ned in-Bri ght on Run Cmtee.
5 Macnee Street,
M ornington, Dunedin,

Cattermole 1925 Arrol
Johnston Im. 58 1/5 5. 6

Henr y 501 Fiat C oupe 2m . 29s. 7
Ti gget Studeb ak er
Lu xt on Minerva 2m . 13s. 3
Mauger 501S Fiat Im . 23 1/5 5.
Owen 50 lS F iat Im . 34 2 / 5s.
Pid geon 509 F iat
Tu rn bull 1930 Au stin 7 ...... 2m. 9s . 5
Turtil 1922 Ca di llac V8 l rn. 45 2 / 5s. 2
Ufton 12 / 50 Al vis Im . 23 2/ 5s. 4

Dear Madam.
I would like to remind all C lub members that the

Dunedin -Brighton Run will once again be on , the date
being Saturday, January 25th, 1958 . Members coming to
Duncd in to see the run should remember that it is the
sta rt of Festival Week and acco mmo datio n is liable to
be difficult . T hey sho uld ther efo re plan accord ingly or
alte rna tively get in touch with me if they find it imp os­
sible to obtain lod ging s. It is po ssible th at a certai n
amo unt o f accommod ation will be ava ilable fro m mem­
bers in town.

Th e C lub is distressed to learn fro m the Wanganui
Branch o f the death of member C livc Fuller o f Hastings.

C live had been a member of the C lub fo r three year s
and up to rece nt times had led an enthusiast' s isolated
existen ce in Hast ings. A member of the Wanga nui
Branch , he had few opportunities. owing to di st ances.
to co mpet e in any events or even get together a nd
discu ss our " o bsess ion" with o ther members . However.
iso la ted as he wa s, he never a t a ny stage lost h is enthusi ­
asm and wrot e con stantly giving detail s of the restora ­
tion of his 1927 H yper Lea Francis wh ich he had hoped
to ha ve motoring thi s month a nd which we fee l will
be a fitting epitaph to him .

To h is fa mi ly an d friend s we ex tend our deepest
sym pa thy in a loss wh ich we. T he Vintag e Ca r C lub
of N .Z. In c. fee l m ost deeply.

Obituary

C LASSI FIED ADV ERTIS EMENTS
RATES

Classified Advertisements

CL UB MEM BERS : Free for first three lines (approx.
25 words) ; ther ea fter 1/ - per lin e (8 words).

NON-M EM BERS : 5 /- for first th ree line s or less; there­
after 1/ - per line.

T o be acce pted a ll adve r tiseme nts mu st be typed and
be accompa nied by the necessar y rem itta nce an d mu st
be in the hands of the Editor not lat er th a n the 15th
day of the month before pu blic ation date .

Sp ecial displ ay advertiseme nts of ear s fo r sal e com­
plete with photos may be inserted at special a nd ve ry
reason able rate s, fo r det ail s of whi ch service write to
the Edit o r.

FOR SALE: Sunbeam 20 /60 tamer, 1925, ex Jack
Philips. Very sound mechanicall y with excellent
rubber. A most reliable vint age tourer. Price £300.
P. Marler, Konini Road . Titirangi , Auckland . Phone
367 Titirangi .

FOR SALE : 1929 Sunbeam 16 h .p, Sal oon. Ge nera l con­
dit ion very go od. 3 owners. complet e hist o ry avail able.
Spa res including engine. c lutch, gearbox. rear a xle,
and stee ring box for sa le with ca r or sepa ra tely. Best
offe r accepted . For fu rther detail s a nd ph ot ographs
write to W. M . Brern ner. 24 Ma nsfield Ave.. St Al ban s.
C hr istchurc h . Phone 56-567 .

F O R SAL E : T yres. tubes a nd rims. 875 x 105 B.E. (2) .
440 x 23 B.E . (3), 30 x 3} S.E. (2). T yres only ( I o f
each): 875 x 105 B.E.. 34 x 4 S.E.. 440 x 23 B.E..
30 x 3 B.E .. 31 x 4 S.E .. 35 x 600 S. E. Most of the se
tyres are in excelle nt co nd ition. Will se ll or consider
excha nge fo r go od 765 x 105 B.E. Contac t T. M.
Wil son . Washd yke , South Ca nterbury.

WANTED : Twin cy linder a nti-clock magneto. su ita ble
fo r 1909 Brit on. Al so a ny informati on on the a bo ve
two sea ter car. especially pictures or a ca ta logue. Write
to D. M ills. T arras. Central Otago.

•Editorthe

Dear Mrs Anderson,
As mentioned in the last issue o f Bead ed Wheels, I

am a t pr esent busy rest o ring a 14/4 0 Sun beam tourer.
The engine number o f thi s car is 53 13D and th e cha ssis
5374D . indicating a 1924 m od el. It is fitted with fo ur
wheel br aking which I understand wa s an optio na l extra
on th at model.

As the ownership papers show a Miss Euphemia
Yor ston , of 424 Ge orge Street . Dunedin North . as being
the origina l owner, date of reg ist ration 12/ I / 25. I am
hoping that yo u may be able to a ssist in tr acing the
history of the ca r. I would be grat eful for any help in
thi s direction ; al so for your help in advising me of any
South Island vint age members with s im ila r car s.

I ha ve both the maker's instruct ion book and parts
list fo r the Sunbeam 20 h .p. s ix cylinder. dat ed Ma rch
1928, i.e.. th e 75mm x II0mm O.H.V. m ot or. I sho uld be
happy to loan either of the se on a sho rt term basis to
any member of South Islan d C lu bs.

I sho uld in re turn be pleased for th e loan of a n
instruct ion book for m y ow n 14/40,

Yours. etc.•
K. J. A. Chapple

To
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1913 CH EV ROLE T 'B ABY GR A N D'
One of the co.t ies t Chevrolets . The
fla t da sh an d ang ula r cowl which
cha ract erised the ea rly Chev-oler ca n
be seon to advantage on th is model.
It WOl S power ed by a fO·J-· cyl;nr'ee
. 1Iv~- n-head engine developing 2 1.7
a.p A full five-seat er , it hod a 10 4"
.vheelbase , weighed 2,375 pounds an d
sold for 87 5 dollars.

1909 OAKLA ND MODEL ' 40'
Int roduced in 190 9 , when Oakl and
joined the Genera l Mot ors Corpora tion.
Pow ered by a fou r-cy li n der engine,
deveiop'ng 40 ho rsepower. The
::y l inders of t h is en gi ne were cast in
poi rs, simi la r to a t ou r -c y li nder moto r
cvclc engine. With a 112 inch wheel­
base, the Oakland Model ' 40 ' was a
fu ll f ive-sea t er. 34" wh ee ls. 4/1 t yres,
weight 2000 pounds .

MOTGENERA
General M o to rs N ew Zea la nd Lim it ed ,

Bouve rie St reet , Petone , and at Up pe r Hu tt

1905 BU I CK M ODEL ' C'

PO"'!e ped by 0 two -cyl ind er va lve-i n ­
ne .::': 2 2 h.p. Engi ne loc a ted unde r t he
bcdv c -id cra nked from the side.
Dnve-. bv c cen tral cha in fr om th e
en g n e I'::: th e rea r ax le "Vo te r and
pe i" 01 tcrks mou nted u nd e r t he hood .
p c ne t crv trc n sm is sion, t wo f orward
c r-d one reve rsa sp eeds . Cone c lu tch ,
5;) - ~ n g Tcns icned . 85 11 wh eelbase, 56 /1
tread, 3: " c rt illerv spokcd wheels.

~ vVe'''Jnt 1,74:) pou nds. Pr ic e, wi th ex t ras
l ,:?OO dollars.

1iIiiiI'ii~.·iIi\ -. ' '7
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1906 CADILLAC M ODEL 'M' TOURING CAR

The 1906 Ca d illa c cata !og ue c!aimed : "No effar t or expense
has b een spared ta make the 1906 Cad illa c a ll tha t ea u Id
be wished or in a ligh t fa m ily ca r. It is capable of a speed
of 25 to 3 0 m iles a n ho ur .. .
The genera l des ig n is of su rpas sing bea u ty and, with ou r
superb fin ish, g ives it a ton e of q u iet richness whic h wi ll not
be exce lled " .

T he 1906 Co di llo r M od e l 'M ' Tour ing Ca r ha d a one- cylinde r
e ng ine, ra ted at 9 .7 hor se - powe r. T h is e ng ine hod bee n used
by Ca d illa c s ince its begin ni ng, in 1902 . T he weigh t of th e
M od e l 'M' wa s 1,5 78 po ud s , a nd it had a whe el bose o f 76" .
The pr ice o f th e Cad illac M odel 'M ' wa s 9 50 do llars .
1,025 d olla rs with Cape Carte top and la m ps wer e no t
included in e it he r pr ice .


