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Beaded Wh eels is the voice of the Vintage and Veteran Car Moveme nt in New Zea land and of the Clubs whose
ef forts are fos tering and ever widening the int erest in this moveme nt and for m rallying point s fo r that ever
increasing band of enthusiasts. T he [ascinat ion of age itself or revulsio n fro m the f lashy mediocrit y of our
present day is draw ing an increasing number of mot ori sts back to the individuality , solid worth, ami func­
tiona l elegance that was dem anded by a m ore discriminating generation and it is to th ese that we dedicate-
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f-Jitotia~
Every so often the Club is plagued with rumours whi ch
ca use a gre at deal of co ncern to members and involv e a
lot of effo rt on the part of the Executive of the Club
before they are dispelled. At one time we hear that there
is pending legisl at ion to ban fro m the road all vehi cles
with 2-wh eeled brak es, a t an other that it is imp ossible to
o bta in a wa rrant o f fitness fo r a cer ta in make or type of
Veteran or to o btain a daylight warrant for any mak e of
car-and so the rumours erupt like pimples and disappear
as quickl y- aggravat ing but harmless. They result perhap s
fro m butterfly read ing o f inaccurate ne wspaper rep orts
perhap s fro m cocking half an ea r to idle cha tter , and
so metimes fro m ima gina tion.

By your Clu b Execu tive most of the se rumours are
regarded as misinformed clap- tra p and di smi ssed acco rd ­
ingly. Wh en there is, however, the slightest ca use fo r
doubt , the Executive investigate it and if necessary inst ru ct
the Vig ilan ce Committee to inquire into the story and
rep ort on it. T his is one of the man y functi on s performed
in the interests of all members by the N ati on al Executive.
JI' each and everyone of you wh o hears of rumours of
any action by any bod y in the Co untr y wh ich is likely to
be harmful to the Club then it is your job to let the
Nati on al Secre tary hav e the fulle st det ails immedi at ely ,
remembering that it won 't help yourself or the Clu b to
repeat the rumours elsewhere. Through virtue of our
internal orga nisa tion the Nat ion al Executive is a bod y
directly responsibl e to members and as suc h can ac t
promptly and with authority in matt ers concern ing their
int erests.

One of the most common complaints fr om members
and a cause of silly rumours concern s o btai ning warra nts
of fitne ss fo r our cars. For many year s it was generall y
regarded as impossible to o bta in a ny sor t of warrant fo r
cer ta in Vet er an s. This is not so, and is chiefly the re sult
of ignoran ce on the part o f members. Co pies of the
Traff ic Regul ati on s arc readily obtaina ble and members
sho uld re fer to these for informa tion. If members are
refused a warrant on any grou nd s o ther th an a sheer
failure to comply with the elementary mechanical sta nda rds
fo r the test then the matter sho uld be referred to the
Club Secr et ary fo r it is possible for the issu ing authority
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to rmsmterpret th e Regulat ions. There is no rea ­
so n why a ny of o ur vehicles ke pt in good
me ch anical o rder as th ey are sho uld not be a ble
to o bta in warrant s.

Our Club has many well-wishers a nd friends in
all walks o f life becau se we try not to offe nd a ny
o ne in the pursui t of o ur hobby . Our re la tio ns
with local a ut horities, th eir tr affic officers, the
Poli ce and officers o f the T ran spo rt Dep artment
ha ve a lways been most happy and we ha ve a lways
received the closest co -o pera tio n f ro m th em .

These men are doi ng th eir best to keep law and
o rder on the road s. It is our job to help th em to
the fullest ex tent. The present G o vern me n t, when
in power pr evi ou sly , sho wed that it recogni sed the
gro wing importan ce of motor spo r t a nd gave it a n
enco uraging a mo un t of suppo r t. Were it no t for
the acti on s of the lat e The Right H on o urable
Peter Fraser a nd his fello w Mini sters, mot o r sport
would not enj o y the sec ur ity whi ch it does tod ay .
Major landma rk s in the period prior to 1949
were, the grant ing of permission to race a t Wig­
ram, the passin g of legislation enabling ro ad

clo sures for eve n ts a nd the pol icy o f the Main
Hi ghways Boa rd in allowi ng sp eed events o n
Ma jor Sta te Highwa ys. Do not forge t either th a t
thi s Cl ub was the prime mo ver as lon g ago as
1947 for a race o n pu blic roads a nd also pioneer­
ed the Kiwi a nd G o vernors Ba y Hill climbs. It s
relat ion s wi th th e Hi ghways Board wer e always
most happ y. T his is no t a piece of politi cal back­
slapping but a cogen t reminder th at i t was the
fore-bea rs o f th e present Govern me nt who did
mu ch to help us become es ta blished in the post­
war years. Our present Mi nister of T ra ns po rt is a
kee n a nd sympa thetic fo llower of Mo to r Sport.

We mu st not lose th e support whi ch we hav e
- we mu st honour it a nd maintain it.

On the eve of o ur greates t eve nt ever - our
first Nat ion al Rall y-the P ict on Pennzoil-re­
mem ber th at the honour o f the Cl ub is a t sta ke.
Your co nd uc t to . fro m. a nd a t the eve n t will be
under co nsta n t sc rutiny-do not fa il bec au se if
yo u do - yo u will earn yo ur penalty and th e
since re d isfa vour of your Cl ub .

Road Test No. 13 1925 3 LITRE BENTLEY

A. A. Anderson

The cult of Vintagism being primarily an in­
di vidual ist's obsess io n, it is no sm all wo nder that
when two o r th ree a re gathered tog ether to dis­
cu ss the respect ive merits of their moun ts agree­
ment is se ldo m reach ed , each bein g slave o r addict
to o ne particul a r bree d a nd incap a ble o f seeing
me rit o r eve n co mmon sense in the possessio n of
a ny other.

Like all the la ws of na tur e this o bse rva tion ha s
one blatant excep tio n as though to lend it even
grea ter emphasis: in a ny gathering of vin ta ge
type s there is o ne name wh ich see ms to com­
mand a t least res pect fro m a ll-The Ben tle y
T aking for exa mple, a Napier fancier , f ell ow Vint ­
agents wo uld natu rall y expect a co ntemp tuo us
sno rt of " bl d cyclecars" when conversa -
tion turned to mer e 3 litre car s- excepting Bent­
leys and likewi se a ch ain gang man or De Dion
bas her wou ld be heard to mutter " mere white
elephan ts" of things ab ove 2 litres-excepting
Bentleys.

It is th erefore higb time th at Bead ed Wh eel s
o nce agai n road tested o ne of these macbines
tb a t thu s set a t no ught the tim e bonoured na tural
law s of vintage " line shoo ting".
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The Bentley is not the produc t o f the heroic age
o f mot o rin g like Ren ault , Pan hard. M ars,
Merced es a nd o thers whose vint age blood a nd
thunder mo dels wer e mer e examples of D ar wins
theory of evoluti on : no Edwa rdia n Bentleys
hu rtl ed th rou gh th e du st a nd heat of Eu ropean
summers from Pa ris to Vie nna or Berlin thus de­
pr iving Bentley dr iver s o f the feelin g of k ins hip
with the Ol ympians of mot o ring: the successes
and fai lures of the Wagn ers, Jarrotts, Edges and
De K nyffs had no d ire ct bear ing upon the design
a nd concep t of the Bentley.

No r were th e ca rs the prod uct of th e vas t
resources of a bus ines s po uring th rough its pro­
du ction lin es th ousands of bread a nd butter
ve hic les with one or two pr estige models to
leaven the mi xture a nd add lust re to the nam e. N ot
eve n long exper ience in construction or design ca n
be offered as a reaso n fo r th e Bentley legen d. The
Ben tley Co mpa ny was th e exact o pposi te in bo th
these thi ngs. In stead of the vas t acres of Pu teau x,
Turin a nd Un tert ur ke heim we find a few tin y
buildings in C ricklewood wit h all ca stings a nd
th e larger part of the machining operatio ns bein g
performed by outside concerns . In pla ce of the



opulence of Mo lsheim we ha ve a company plag u­
ed by financi al worries, a firm in which obtaining
cas h for next week 's payroll d id not depend upon
the Managing Director signing a cheque but
rather upon a harassed Sales Manager obtaining
cash for one of last yea r 's team cars .

Finally and probabl y mo st paradoxically, we
can sea rch in vain the per son al records of the
great Edw ardian motor manufacturers for the
name of W. O. Bentle y in their design staff,
racing departments or even in any humble posi­
tion at the bench .

In fact if one was thus sea rching archives it
would be a very lon g time before one descended
to the Great N orthern Railway Works at D on­
caster and to associati on s with such essentially
ped estrian mot or cars as those pr oduced by Messrs
Dori ot , Flandrin and Parant whi ch cons titute th e
mot oring and engine er ing experience of W. O.
Bentley up to 1914. Yet in 1919 there was shown
to the wo rld the pr otot ype 3 litre Bentley car
which was in production by 1922 and continued in
full production until 1927.

In all our resear ches ab ove there is not the
trace of a reason for the Bentley legend, nor
indeed is there cau se for the ca r offered to the
world by this young man with the most unlikely
backg round to be anything o ther than a co mplete
fiasco . Ye t Bentleys were to become the mo st
fam ou s of all sports ca rs with in the sho rt space

of nine ac tive years and in which 3,047 cars were
prod uced any and all of which are still in strong
demand to this day. Vintage cha rac ters pawn
their possession s, sell the ir childre n to white slav­
ers and even for ego their ale to restore examples
of the marque witho ut own ers of N apiers, Vaux­
halls, Lorraine-Dietrichs etc., rai sing an eyebrow.

If there is no answer to our etern al WHY? in
the past let us explore the pre sent and for the
purpose your hum ble scribe took over the wheel
of Mich ael Haggitt 's 1925 3 litre whilst recently
in Duned in. This ca r has just emerged fr om a
thr ee yea r rebuild embracing every part of the
vehicle and pr esenting it as on e of the most
perfect exa mples of vint age sport ing tourer tha t
one could find .

I hav e always divided Bent leys int o 2 categ orie s
bo th of which are entirely sepa ra te-4 cylinders
and 6 cylinders; likewise, I classify as real Bent­
leys onl y the fo ur cylinder versions, the 3 litre
ca r and its ultim at e forms the 4+ litre and finally
the Blower 4+. They ca n reall y be tr eated as
one car gradually gro wing up as tough rugged
blood and thunder anima ls alongside their ra ther
more dignifi ed lar ger sisters the 6!- litr e and 8
litre 6 cylinder ca rs.

As they grew larger so they lost much of the
simplicity, lightness a nd elega nt goo d looks of the
early 3 litre whic h I mu st confess are my fav our ­
ite Bentl eys an d the subj ect of thi s ro ad test is
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a good example of the type.

The history of the car in question IS easily
traced. It was brought out as a farm hack for
Tekapo Station where it was, of course, stable­
mate to Lucy Wills' later 4-} litre machine being
affectionately known as "Lucy's Little Bentley".
It had a truck body as originally fitted out com­
plete with a canopy though I imagine the coach
builder, if taxed with this enormity , would have
described the ensemble as a shooting brake.

In this service it remained until 1950 when it
was purchased by Russell Beach of Havelock
who hastily threw away the rear half of the body
and botched up a dickey seat from some battered
American roadster of unknown make. However,
before Russell had proceeded any further with
the car he acquired his now well known 4-} litre
car and sold the 3 litre to its present owner for
which transaction your scribe was, to some ex­
tent instrumental. Michael, having driven the
car in the form in which he acquired it for some
months, finally decided that firstly he very much
liked the 3 litre Bentley and therefore secondly
it would be restored regardless of both time and
trouble if not expense . It was decided to reverse
the usual sequence of operations, wisely as things
turned out, and to first thoroughly restore the
chassis and transmission and simultaneously
build a new body, no work being attempted on
the engine though it was known that this com­
ponent was very badly worn. This decision was
the outcome of seeing many incipient good
restorations come to nought because of the owner
completing the engine and then getting so fond
of "driving round on a butter box " that body­
work etc., was just never finished.

The old bodywork having been removed the
chassis of a 1925 long standard 3 litre was exposed
to view and work commenced.

This consisted of a complete overhaul of the
back axle including importing a crown wheel and
pinion set giving the ratio of 3.53: 1 as used by
the Le Man's team cars and fitting a Hardy Spicer
V j1 in place of the pot type. The new body was
a replica of the 1925 Le Mans team car No. 9
though the chassis was not shortened to the Speed
Model specification since it was felt that the
long chassis gave far better handling on shingle.
With body and chassis completed the car appear­
ed at Irishman Creek Rally in 1956 after which
it was decided to tackle the engine and at this
point your scribe comes into the picture once again
for whilst reassembly of the engine was progress-
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ing your scribe burned a few candles at both
ends and assisted Micbael in the final "buttoning
up" process for which slender service he was re­
warded by a weekend with the car.

It would be as well at this stage to give a
brief specification of the machine and to show
its place in the Bentley hierarchy. In 1925 the 3
litre was still the only Bentley model produced
and it was available in 4 versions known as the
Standard with long chassis (I Oft-l Otft) wheelbase,
the Speed model and Light Tourer both with
shorter chassis (9ft.-9tft wheelbase) and finally
the 100 m.p.h . (9ft- wheelbase) model.

All were fitted with the basic 3 litre Bentley
engine with various degrees of tune achieved by
various compression ratios, carburettors etc. and
had a variety of gear ratios and axle ratios as
follows .

Model Coru 'rsn . Carbs. B.H,P. Axle
Ratio Ratio

Standard 4.3 I Smith 70 4.23
Light Tourer 4,3 I Smith 70 4.23
Speed Model 5.3 2 S jU 80 3.785
100 m.p.h. 5.6 2 S jU 85 3.533

As originally purchased the car in question was
a Standard chassis but the subsequent rebuild
brought the engine and axle ratio into line with
the 100 m.p.h. model though retaining the long
chassis and the touring (B type) gearbox.

The general character of the Bentley chassis
both long and short is extreme flexibility. The
axles both front and rear are massive and heavy
and are attached to the chassis by heavy and
rigid semi-elliptic springs both front and rear
all springs being further suppressed by Band D
friction shock absorbers. Brakes are fitted to all
four wheels and are also of massive construction
in large drums though the compensation device
is ingenious and effective Bentley brakes never
seem to live up to their appearance.

The main components are arranged in a satis­
factorily logical and Edwardian manner along the
chassis, the gearbox being separate from the
engine and connected to it by an inverted cone
clutch. From the gearbox the drive is taken via
open propeller shaft and pot joints to the rear
axle whose massive exterior serves to camouflage
its fairly delicate internals.

The engine is a four cylinder unit of monoblock
construction the block and cylinder heads being
one integral iron casting. Two inlet and two ex­
haust valves in each head are actuated by a cam­
shaft having three lobes per cylinder the exhaust



valves having a rocker each whil st tbe inlets
sha re one lobe by means of a forked rocker. The
camshaft is driven from tbe front of the engine
by a vertical sha ft and be vel gearing and a set
of skew gear s half way up this sha ft dr ives the
water pump and 2 magnetoe s (or igina lly M.L.
now BT.H . a ircra ft) . The crankshaft is ca r ried
in 5 main bearings in the aluminium cra nkcase
which latter relie s for its rigidity in large mea­
sure upon long through-bolt s from the ma in
bearing caps up through the cra nkcas e to form
the block holding down studs .

The oil reservoir complete with oil pump forms
a detached aluminium tank suspended beneath
the crankcase pre sumably for better cooling.

The sta tistics of this particul ar car read thu s:­

ENGINE - 80 m/m x 149 m/m bore and stro ke
ratio giving 2996 c.c, capacity compression ratio
of 5.6 : I gives 85 B.H.P. at 3,500 r.p .m.

C H ASS IS-Wheelbase 10' 10r ' . Track 4' 8".
Ground clearance 7:1-" . The tot al weight of the
car would be appro x. 34 cwt. and 6.00 x 20 well­
base tyres togetber with the 3.53 : I ax le ratio
give a maximum road speed of so me 92/93
I11.p.h

It was a Friday aft ern oon whe n I coll ected the
mach ine with the promise o f a full weekend of
mot oring. Since running-in was nowhere near com­
plete we were limited to 2,500 r.p .m . and other­
wise there were no tags. The sta rter button sum­
moned up the horses at the first blast and a fter a
shor t warm up period we moved off to fill up the
tan k, The hood and side sc reens were lowered
revealing the very fine workmanship that Michael
has lavished upon the interior. The seats a re of
wicker, bucket type in the front , with re al hide
covered cushions, a combination giving a wonder­
ful driving position combined with maximum
support for the back and supreme comfort. The
seating position is slightly higher than most other
Bentleys I have driven whi ch fact seems to give
a gre ater feeling of control ; the right hand gear
lever comes very readily to hand and one doesn't
ba rk one 's knuckles every time a sha rp cha nge
into 3rd is executed a fault inherent in a lmost
a ll other owner-built bodies and not unknown
in some products of Messrs Van den Plas who
should know better. A new Smith Tach ometer
faces one set in a poli shed a luminium dash board
surrounded by original Bentley rem aining instru­
ments and minor controls-we mentall y give full
marks to one who ha s resisted firml y the custom­
ary Bentley malady of garnishing the dashboard to
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resemble a combination of M K.v Co met control
panel and new American kitchen sto ve-even
the usual rows of toggle switches have fo und no
place here. To complete the driver's surr oundings
the . floor covering is embossed aluminium sheet
the interior body side trim being op en cane work
which look s most effective,

The long chassis gives plenty of leg room to
rear sea t passengers who have real sea lskin carpets
to distinguish them from the plebs in the front !

On the road yo u have a genuine dual person­
a lity car; we doddered out of Dunedin in a very
seda te manner, the engine throttled back to a
mere 950 revs in top with spark half retarded .
down to 3rd and 2nd finally to cra wl our way
up Lookout Point with just a " bum bling" so und
from the exhaust. But once clear of Green Island
a gap shows in the traffic whil st pottering a t
1000 r .p.m, in top -advance spark, down to im­
mediate 2nd gear and at 2000 r.p.m. the engine
note cha nges and with it the entire ca r. The
engine no longer burbles, it howl s and with it the
gearbox and the entire car takes on a more pur­
poseful feel, hun ches itself up and goes. Your
scr ibe feels much as Tamburlane in the mists of
antiquity mu st have felt as enemy hordes fell
befor e the scy thes of his cha rio t, buzz boxes a re
met aphori call y mown down and sca ttered as
ch aff bef ore the hub nuts of the Bentley.

The gearbox is difficult to master espe ciall y as
the ratios in the B type box are not so auspiciously
spaced as tho se in either " A" or "C" types. One
feels that a higher third would be a distinct ad van­
tage . However, the long ch assis' a bility to hang
onto the road long after theoretical "gilhooley
point" has been reached more than compensates
for thi s lack; unlike 4-!- litre cars where ample
power keeps things pointing in the right direc­
tion Michael 's car's road-holding is a product of
the beautiful balance of the chassis as a whole
and not mere brute force though force is by no
means lacking and the way other traffic dis­
appears behind one at a mere 2000 r.p .m , in top
indicates plenty of power with hair on its chest.

The Bentley legend lies in a car that gives the
driver Real Motoring and if you ask me what
that is I sha ll reply "Gawd knows; just wait till
you have the cha nce to taste it !"



" Denny" De Dion by Rex Porter

';

"Come down Saturday and you can take it
away. Seems I'll never have time to work on it
myself." So said the eighth owner of the skeleton
of a 1907 De Dion Bouton.

To preserve the full flavour of veteran motoring,
we turned up on Saturday morning in " Buster,"
the grand old 1900 De Dion Bouton 4-} h.p,
Voiturette, We made a full load in Buster. Self
driving, son Kerry to steer the wreck in tow,
and friend Joe Catt armed with cine-camera to
record the event.

A brief interlude at the back-door and the
rustling heap in the long grass had acquired its
ninth owner. And what a HEAP! But what pos­
sibilities an active imagination can conjure up!

It had stood out in the weather for the past
seven years, completely denuded of body, guards,
bonnet and lamps. The chassis was broken and
sagging on one side , and a two inch block under
one front spring in an attempt to compensate,
gave it a really drunken and derelict appearance.
But behind the little hori zontal gilled-tube radi­
ator stood the massive 8 h.p . single cylinder
engine-the first De Dion model with mechanical
inlet valve, "No, not quite seized , but won't turn
right over. Wonder if that Bosch mag . will still
throw a spark? Oh horrors, a Ford "T" carbur­
ettor. What has happened to the clutch and drive­
shaft?" "It got full of oil and slipped, so I dis­
mantled it, and that is as far as I ever got," said
the late owner, " But it's O.K ., I've got all the
parts in a box here ready for you. " (An anxious
moment of crisis passed).

The wheels were all reasonably sound in spite
of the paint having peeled off long ago, and very
perished tyres had been solidly secured by several
strands of fencing wire bound tightly round the
centre of the treads, The steering was free and
safe enough, but brakes non est. Hub brake-shafts
seized and disconnected, and the transmission
foot-brake shoes missing , Otherwise quite tow­
able, so we push it out to the road, tie on the
rope, and while the cine camera whirrs, wind up
" Buster" and start off on the two miles to home.
"Buster" made no demur and trundled along quite
happily in low gear. What a sensation we caused
going through the main street! On the way , we
called on Mr Every, a previous owner. "Why,
that's old Denny, isn't it? Never thought I'd see
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Photo by R. Porter

"Denny" as found,

it again, You know, we called it Denny because
its exhaust reminded us of the grunt of a pig
named Denny. Hope I live long enough to see it
on the road again fully restored." Then followed
reminiscences of its life as a garage hack, towing,
etc. from 1913 to 1925. Before leaving we
obtained the name and address of yet an earlier
owner. Some very interesting correspondence over
the next few weeks pieced together the full
history of Denny De Dion. The first owners
1907-09 were Wright Stephenson & Co . whose
Carterton agent used it daily, 1. B, McEwan
& Co.'s representative used it similarly for the
next two or three years, Third owner was a
Government Stock Inspector and still it was on
the roads daily throughout the Wairarapa. By
1913, much in need of repair, it was taken over
by a local Garage, Broadbent & Smaill. The
latter retired and the garage became Broadbent &
Every, At this period new piston and rings were
fitted , exhaust valve re-seated, and universal joints
repaired, Broadbent served in the war, and on
his return left the business to take up an orchard
property, Mr Every still used Denny as a hack
till about 1925 when it was relegated to the back
yard and left to perish, Joe Catt who was appren­
tice mechanic under Mr Every, says it was a great
old bus and it could "Lick along at about thirty­
five, and many is the breakdown I towed in with
it."

In 1930 the garage junior was sent out to
smash the rest of the body off the old wreck in
the back yard, and the bare bones were given to
Mr Broadbent to use as transport and power-
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and all Boo ksell er s

Th is boo k will be of ines t ima ble value no t
on ly for its vivid picture of mot or-racing a s
seen by those who prepare th e car a nd bri ng
it to th e star t, bu t al so for its int imate
accoun t of th e H.W .M., its founders, and
is racing and the f irst insid e s tory of Stirl ing
Moss' s se ason of raci ng with his own
Ma ser ati.

"ALF FRANCIS"
Racing Mechanic

spr ings rebuilt , with new sha ckle pi ns, both axles

rebuilt, all hubs rebush ed , all wheel s di sm antled ,

spokes and fcllowes re- fini shed and stai ne d a nd

poli sh ed , rims repa ired . a nd rebuilt, hub brakes

fre ed up and repai red, steering box, spa rk and

th rottle controls, an d drag-link o verhauled . May

no t so und very much put like that, bu t a lot of

work has gone into it , a lot of trueing-up , re­

bu shing, weldi ng, fitt ing new HT bolts a nd nuts,

a nd making sundry parts both big a nd sma ll

suc h as a brake ba cking plate and hard ened pins

fo r engine co n tro ls in the steer ing box . Anyway,

it is now a chassis, sta nd ing on its ow n wheels

onc e more, and not a sha ke anywhere. Sta ndi ng

alongside, under a sack, is the big one -lung po wer

plant , a nd under th e ben ch is the diff-gear-b ox

unit w ith a shockingly tarnished brass r adiator

beside it. It will be a great day wh en th ese units

a re a ll ov erhau led and ca n take their rightful

positi on s. Then one ca n sta r t thinking a bo u t

building th e body a nd gu ards. A very rew arding

and wo rthwhile p astime, thi s hobby o f o u rs .

pl ant for a sp ra ying outfit in hi s o rcha rd. On

thi s work it did noble se rv ice for the next twenty

years with pump and tank mounted o n it. A

pulley on th e open dri ve- shaft gav e power for

th e pump, and as th e gearbox wa s incorporated

with the diff ., it wa s ideal for th e job . It could

spra y while s ta t io na r y or while being driven

a lo ng.

T he o rcha rd p roperty wa s required for housing

development in 1950. Denn y wa s auc tio ne d and

fe ll to the lot o f o ne o f the yo u ng partners now

running the G arag e. He m ade a s tar t a t restor­

a t io n but with pressure o f work , ve ry little wa s

done .

What an extraordinary full and ac tive life

Denn y has had so far.

The rest o f th e homecoming Sa tur day wa s

spen t in apprai sal a nd next morning th e "pot"

was removed after much effort and app lica tion of

emery cloth to the lower two inches o f th e bore .

For tu na tely the upper part of the bo re was in

perfect co nd itio n . N ew gudgeo n bu sh was made

a nd fitted and by a fternoo n Denny's eng ine was

running- sort of- by feeding petrol to th e intake

fr om a plastic oilcan .

During the next fe w evenings th e magneto wa s

th orou ghl y dried o u t a nd ov erha uled and a car­

burett or mod ified to suit. At the weeke nd the

cl u tc h (sin gle dry ste el pl ate gri pped between

tw o bronze plates) a nd the dri ve shaf t were

ass em bled . Then with a quart tin on th e d ash as

fuel tank , Denny moved off under its ow n

power. What a thr ill! E ng ine pounding with o pen

exh aust , pack ing-case fo r a sea t, no brakes, a nd

fo u r flat tyres, Denny was driven a mil e down o ur

qui et and fo r tuna tely deserted country ro ad . T he

clutch wa s found to be very smooth a nd ge n tle

with a wonderfully light pedal and th e gears

cha nge d read ily both up and d own . Co ns id era ble

gr owl from low gear can no doubt be a ttribu ted

to the twenty yea rs of o rc hard sp raying.

Yes, Denny has di stinct po ssibiliti es and is

re ally go ing to be worth the herculean job of

rest orati on . That was in June 1957. By th e end o f

the year, and after 278 hours of sp are time work,

th e chassis has been repai red and painted , a ll
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Recollections

The excellent articles on steam haulage in the
last copies of Beaded Wheels, took me back
many years ; to, I think, about 1923, when my
brother and I were the proud possessors of a
Super Sentinel Steam Wagon. At this stage I had
better state that I am not trying to persuade
anyone to take up Vintage traction engines as a
hobby ; steam needs coal, and coal makes smoke,
soot and ashes, which, when mixed with oil, and
probably a bit of road dust thrown in for good
measure , would leave one at the end of a rally,
looking like a darkie-town minstrel. I know this
in itself would not deter any of our keen mem­
bers, and probably some have come home after
a rally with visual evidence of some mechanical
bout that has gone the full number of rounds.
I am thinking of the one, who, in his exuberance,
takes his girl along with him, and I would hate
to be blamed for their separation. However, I
am digressing. As I said ours was a "Super
Sentinel," the first changeover from plain "Sen­
tinel ," and although the external lay-out was very
similar , when the English used such an adjective,
they honestly meant something. Owners of vehicles
from other English speaking countries please
don't take offence. Both models had a cab in
front about five feet long enclosing a vertical
boiler carrying 230lb pressure in the extreme
front, and just behind it a seat each side for
driver and stoker with bunker between them.
Behind this cab was an enormous platform,
seventeen feet long, and damnably high, or so it
seemed towards the end of a day's work. Under
this body amidships was the engine, completely
enclosed, and at the rear, the water tank. The later
model had a more pleasing appearance, but this
was not mere showroom glamour, having for a
start, a boiler with inclined tubes against hori­
zontal ones in the older one, giving better circu­
lation, and steam could be raised in about an
hour, but you took your time if possible. Both
models had two high pressure cylinders exhaust­
ing into the funnel, with no condenser, and in­
stead of the familiar Stevensons link motion with
slide valve, the ports were opened by poppet
valves worked by push rods, and adjustable
tappets, with six thousandths clearance the feeler
gauge is still in the instruction book alongside me,
The method of "linking up" and reverse was
ingenious, although it may have been copied from
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an old car which completely shut the valves off
for descending hills. In both cases the camshaft
slides endwise in its bushes, and in the case of
the lorry was operated by a lever in the cab,
giving reverse, stop, a full admission stroke for
starting and heavy going, and finally an early
cut-off for normal running. It was the crankshaft,
however, which was the masterpiece. T he former
model had a single chain drive on one side down
to the rear axle where the differential was housed,
and did have the advantage that both wheels
could be locked on the outside with a huge pin
(like a traction engine) for slippery going, but
the newer model had two chains, one from each
side of the crankshaft to the sprockets on the
rear wheels. This meant that the differential had
to be in the crankshaft itself, and was brought
about by a novel system of spur gearing in the
webs. from side to side, but in this case the driving
wheels could not be locked as one . It was counter­
balanced and seemed free of vibration at any
speed, and to heck with your rubber mountings.
The chassis was of steel girder section with hefty
springs, and instead of a flimsy shackle at the
rear ends, had a solid V slide, like the bed of a
lathe, as well as the pin . The rear wheels were
larger than the front and carried twin tyres (all
solids of course) and ample brakes. The front
wheels were heavily dished, and I think she must
have been the nearest thing to "centre point"
steering for many years to come. I feel that you
won't believe me when I say how delightful she
was to steer. With her weight (about seven tons
unladen) it must have been a fairly low ratio,
yet she steered unconsciously with one hand on
the wheel and probably a spoke between the
fingers, quite positive to the touch-nothing like
the modern foreign tin and chromium castle with
its ghastly vagueness. I read the other day in the
V. and V. magazine that in 1896 Alley and
McClellan, later to become the Sentinel works,
produced a steam wagon with hydraulic steering,
but the ones of which I am writing had the
conventional box,

She even had her own grease gun which
screwed onto nipples about tin diameter, and the
chains were oiled by mechanical drip feed. From
stem to stern she was a masterpiece of engineer­
ing and turned out to be a true beast of burden.
The photo shows her with 101 bags of wheat to



clean up a padd ock , and ea ch bag has 200 lb o f
wh eat in it, so wo rk that one out.

It was wh en in the Waimate distr ict we rec eived
a ca ll from another car tag e co ntrac tor, wh ose
Dennis was stuck in a paddock, to pull h im out.
Near the gate we felt quite a dr ag, but just
ope ned th e throttle a bit and kept goin g. Whcn
out we all laughed-he had appl ied his brakes
to try us out, but we won eas ily. It was a bo ut
thi s tim e a lso that I can remember ca r ting petrol
fro m T ima ru to Waimat e. Now in th ose days
ther e wer e no bow sers, a nd a ll th e pet rol ca me
in eight gall on cases of two fo ur ga llon tin s, and
we ca rried at least one full load , with a good
fire on and no spa rk a rres ter ! L cari 't re me mber
if we took more than onc load , J kn ow we were
bo th a bit jittery, and I remember che wing over
th e pr os and cons of putting a ca nvas co ver over
the load, but decided against it ; as if a spa rk had
sett led it would have caught fire rea di ly.

Reverting to the waggon itsel f, with all her
ste rling qu alities, she had one disgustin g hab it:
whether it was simply tbe mass, o r the amo unt o f
liqui d , I don 't know; but she was a beggar to
build up sta tic electricity and if yo u got out un­
waringl y after a long run , she gave you a belt
that wo uld make Robert Bosch turn in his grav e
with en vy. Strangers coming up to put a hand on
her, mu st have thought from the sm iles on our
fa ces wha t kind folk we wer e-but they soon
found out ' When we remembered , we got over it
by dr opping the shovel down so th at it fell with
the handle bridging th e tyre, if it did not fall
right , we took a flying leap out of the narrow
door a nd after putting it right let th e othe r man
know it was sa fe to a ligh t. I don 't kn ow why we
didn 't put a chain on, it would have ce rta inly
saved us a lot of bother, but perhap s wo uld
hav e ta ken a bit of th e spice out of life . Now
befor e yo u can dri ve a th in g like thi s, yo u need
exper ience and a traction engine tick et issue d by
th e Marine Department, which co ncern ed mainly
the bo iler and its care. I ca n remem ber after a
bit of expe rience I tried for thi s ticket when the
inspector ca me down to Waim ate, and J an swered
a ll his questions which see med simple en ough.
He then as ked me to draw a tracti on engine
bo iler. N ow I think ever y boy with any gumption
kn ows wha t a locom otive bo iler look s like from
his childhood yea rnings, so I pro mptly set to ,
and ada pted the idea to a tract ion boiler. It
look ed all right so I th ou ght, and I did not kno w
till a fte rwards why I had fa iled . J us t in case you
ever sit the examin ation, don 't mak e the mistake
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of d rawin g a nice big fire box with the top above
th e wat er level ! However, J go t it next tim e!

Lon g before our lorry arrived I ga ined ex pe ri­
ence ca r ting fro m Coa lga te to Lake Co le ridge.
whe n the y were ex tend ing the power hou se. Fred
Pearson had two Se ntine ls an d there was a lso a
new Super Sen tine l, which sported a win dscr een
as a fact ory ex tra . My first trip was quite mem or ­
abl e: J ca n rem em ber Jac k McDow ell was d riv­
ing one of the old ones , a nd J was stoki ng . T he
trip was about 30 miles, and towards the end
wo uld go to one o f three places, the pow er hou se,
the Lak e or the surge cha mbe r; th e latter bei ng
mu ch high er th an th e power-house and jo ined to
it by the huge pip es that car ried th e wa ter for
the tur bin es. T he surge chamb er in turn co n­
nect ed with th e Lak e by a tunnel th rou gh th e hill.
This parti cul a r tr ip was to the sur ge cha mber,
twist ing ro und th e side of the hill with a heft y
drop on one side, and not too good a road . As
previou sly me ntioned the steering on th ese lo rri es
was perfec t. bu t thi s one had just been don e up
and whether it s tuck on full lock or did not
return as usual I don 't know, but we stopped
afte r one turn jus t in time with my front whee l
ove r the edge. I co uld no t see mysel f, but Jack
looked as whi te as a sheet-even fo r an engin e
dr iver. I had to ge t ac ro ss the o the r side to get
out, an d lat er on ano ther of th e lorries man ag ed
to pull her back to safety. H owever , thi s was
the first and last experience of th is kind . I said
the roads in th ose days were not too good , and
the pr esent genera tion should be th an kful for the
petrol tax wh ich goes tow ards our road m ainten ­
ance . I ca n rem em ber in the winter wh en we
load ed , I think , two lorries with a ll the ha rd en ed
bags o f ceme nt we co uld find a t Coa lga te , and
took them up and dumped them , so me times
seve ra l a t once in th e holes in the road ! Incident­
a lly th e sta te of the road s and the loose sto nes
ca used a few cha in break ages and J of ten wo nder
if this trouble was suffered in the ea rly moto r
ca rs . In th e summer of course it was du st, and
th e story used to go round th at a man bought a
new Buick and drove it hom e so me whe re in this
district int o the teeth o f an " Old Man Nor'­
wes ter" , and on a rr iving hom e. he found that the
flying gr it had tak en a ll thc paint off the tips of his
fro nt mudgu ards.

It see ms incred ible to look back on such times .
I reme mber in 1920 working on a fa rm not 30
miles no rth-west of C hristchurch and co mi ng
home fo r the weekends on a TT. T rium ph and
lat er on an Indian Scou t and part of the d istance



o ver a well used road co ns isted of three tracks.

T wo nar row on es on the outside and a wider one

in th e ce ntre- the outside ones bein g made by the

dr ay whee ls and sepa ra ted from the inn er one

by thin strips of grass. thi s inn er o ne being made

by th e hor ses hooves. Mind yo u. the who le stretch

from Coalga te to La ke Co leridge was not bad ,

ther e being an exce lleni road from Coalga te to

Horor at a and for severa l m iles furthe r on. La te r

whe n I was dri vin g o ur lorry (witho ut the trail er )

my bro ther following me in his ca r. check ed

the speed at 30 m.p .h .. but thi s was goo d goi ng.

We usually took th e tr a iler with three pipes on

the lorry a nd two on th e trailer , the pipes being,

I th ink, l Oft long and va ried between a bout 5 to

7ft in d iameter. Besid es th e pip es we had load s

of cement. timber. etc .. and usuall y made on e

tr ip per day, alth ou gh in an emergency I see m to

remem ber making two tr ips, and coming home

o n oil lamps . Originall y they had two lovely oil

lam ps wit h the Se ntine l coa t of arms and a ta il

lam p, but I go t a " P rest-O-Lite" cy linder la ter

on. a nd still lat er on cha nged to elec tric . I

ac tua lly had the cy linde r fo r workshop use till

two year s ago, when it was co ndemned : but how

I wish I sti ll had those o il lamps. I asked F red

Pearson just lat ely if he had any, but drew a

blank. He did have an o ld " H upmo bile 20" ta il

lamp, and as I had one of these little ca rs a t th at

time, I bought it hoping th at it m ight have bee n

off mine . I had bou ght the car for £20 f ro m

Carl Mal thu s of Dale & Malthus, Engineers, in

Waim ate, an d rem ember pa inting it ou tside in

their ya rd . The job might have been passabl y

rou gh . but a wind sp ra ng up, co ming from the

ya rd wh ich was strew n with cinders, so th at wh en

the paint dried out one side would have done

exce llen tly for a sheet of ga rnet pap er ! I don 't

know if this made a bad impression for a sta r t,

but somehow we never became attach ed to one

ano ther. But that is ano ther sto ry .

Wh en one begins to recall , a th ou sand stor ies

co me to mind . Already I fee l I ha ve take n more

th an my allo tte d space in our worthy magazine

and will keep the H upm ob ile and o thers fo r a

lat er issue.
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The Pan hard et Levassor
PART 11

Canterbury
by W. S. Turnbull

Early Ca n terb ur y mo toring circles wer e fo r tun­
a te in havin g as one of their most con sist ent
competitors the lat e F. W. J ohnston , a man of
bo und less en ergy and man y interest s, whi ch as
well as his moto rin g activities a nd work for the
A.A. included yac hting, horse racing a nd o the r
spo rts.

I am extrem ely lucky in having been loan ed
by his son a sc ra pbook of newsp aper cu tti ngs of
rep orts on local motoring co mpe titio ns whi ch he
had compiled during the yea rs 1910 to 1914 a nd
whi ch ma y lat er provide th e bas is fo r an historic al
article on ea rly motor spo rt in th is pr o vinc e .

During 1910 he com pe ted successfully in
motoring even ts o rga nised by the Canterbury A. A .
dri ving a C lemen t T albot of 22 h.p . which ne xt
year was replaced by a 20 h.p. Bu ick , a ver y
ver satile ma chine for with it he en tered even ts
ranging fr om gymkhan a dri ving test s a nd reli­
ability tri al s to speed hill climbs and beach racing
usually appearing among the first places in th e
pri vate owner's class. In mid 1913 Mr Johnston
purchased a 15 h.p . Panhard tourer whi ch hen ce­
forth became his mount in tr ials and speed even ts .

Its first a ppea ra nce was o n October 27th, 1913
a t the Hill Climb at Ok ain s Bay, the sa me event
a t which th e Panhard driven by Bill Berry
(entered by Mervyn Stevenson ) so spectac u la rly
burst its flywheel as mention ed in Part I o f this

Photo by Mrs Sim pso n
"The Conwoy-one horsepower reploces 15."

article. It was also a rather inco ns picuo us debut
for M r Johnston 's Panhard as the following
extract s from a new spaper rep ort sho ws.

" . . . It was not the Panhard 's day o ut, the on e
entered by Mr Stevenson burst it's flywh eel,
while Mr F. Johnston e, dri vin g his ow n had bad
luc k. He was baul ked by traff ic the first time, and
took 14 ruin 19 secs on the hill , a nd the second
tim e th e petrol supply got blocked a nd he stu ck
when nearly at the top - very hard luck aft er a
good performance. M I' Cl ymie on a Buick th ough
badly baulked by a horse, did remarkably well,
whil e Or Louisson (Sunbea m) , who was baulked
by two horses. too k the corners splend id ly . . .,.

'T he followin g a re the offic ial results of th e
hill -climbing co n tests held by the Ca nterbury
Automobile Associa tio n a t Okain s Ba y yesterday :

PRIVATE OWNER S Formula
Name Make af Car H.P. Tim e Result

Dr Louisson Sunbeam 18.47 10.52.2 3.3 1
Mr A. Ma rten Sunbeam 18.47 9.57.2 3.45
Mr F. W. Jahn stan e Panhard 15.4 14.19 3.47
Mr P. H. Clymie Buick 20.1 10.8.4 4.55

OPEN C LASS
Mr Marsh Vauxhall 18.9 8.55.4 2.96
M r W. J . Sco tt Vau xhall 18.2 7.27 3.59
M r L. Montgorncry Prince Henr y

Hup. 18.2 10.34.4 3.65
Mr W. B. Scott Vauxh all 18.9 7.40 .2 3.69
Mr A. Ma rten Sunbe am 18.4711.27 3.97

The horsepowers given ar e not R.A. C. ratings
but a rating calcul at ed by th e Automobile Associ­
ation for their own events from the formula,
H .P. = Engin e ca pacity in cubic inches over 10.

The mention of drivers being baulk ed by horses
and o the r traffic sho ws that th ere mu st hav e been
no suc h thing as clo sure of the road for thi s fou r
mile co ur se and so mehow one senses a delight ful
informalit y a bou t the whole proceedings.

Many of th e A.A. reliabilit y tri als also involved
a fu el consumpt ion test the final results o f whi ch
had an important bearing on o ne 's overall place
in the trial a nd because of thi s Mr Johnston e
made several sma ll adjustments a nd modificati ons
to his car in order to get mor e m .p.g, One of the se
was a n extra air valve whi ch took the form of a
t in flexible pipe fitted to the inlet manifold a nd
co nnected to an o rd ina ry brass tap placed within
reach of th e driver. This was opened whenever
add ition a l air was thought desir able and always
when running downhill in o rde r to prevent petrol
being wastefully dr awn through the engine . T he
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I,.

passen gers o f co urse had to end ure th e loud
hissing noi ses from th e ta p, but th e econo my was
very help fu l! The hand throt tle control o n the
stee ring wheel was a lways used in p refer en ce to
th e foo t accele ra to r as it gave steadie r ru nning,
and a no the r so me times em p loy ed wh en there wa s
a fo llowi ng wi nd was to rai se th e ho od if the
breeze was stiff to give a ny adva n tage fr om the
"sai l.·'

I n th ese contes ts ca rs were put over a weigh­
bri dg e at th e start with their fu ll com plement o f
passenger s. luggage a nd any ba llas t the dr iver
liked to ca rry an d a t th e fini sh o f th e ru n the
pet rol used wa s m easu red to th e nearest hal f pin t.

Fo r each ca r th e mil es per ga llo n a nd a lso the
ton mil es per ga llo n were ca lcula ted by the
offic ia ls who, ra the r shrewd ly I th ou ght , decl a red
as the win ner th e dr iver wh ose average o f th ese
two figur es was th e high est. T his en su red th at no
entra n t went to ex tre mes e ithe r in pursu it of
m .p.g. or ton m .p .g . by over lighten ing or ov er
ball asting.

M I' John stone normall y ca rr ied two of hi s
f rie nds as passe ng ers, w ho with th e off icia l obser­
ver a nd pig iron ba llas t bro ug h t th e a ll up we igh t
to a ro und 1 ton 17 cwt.

F o r a two- day reli ability t r ia l on the 6th and
7th o f March , ]914, covering th e Leeston , Ra kai a
an d D a r field di st rict s o n th e firs t da y a nd the
not oriously st eep an d rough Banks Peninsula
road s through Governors Ba y, Port Levy, Pid geon
Bay. L ittl e Ak aloa , o n to Akaroa a nd return to
Ch ristc hurc h. th e Panhard we ighed in at I ton
16 cwt 2 q rs a nd return ed a fu el consumpt ion of
19.79 ca r mil es a nd 37.20 ton mil es per ga llon ,
giving a n average o f 28.49, th e best perf o rm ance
in thi s sectio n of th e tri a l. T he Panhard a lso
carried th e great est weight for its A .A. h .p . rating
of 14.61 a nd o n th e overa ll results had ga ine d
th e h ighes t ag gr egate of po in ts, but Mr J ohnstone
had twi ce mi ssed gear changes, o nce com in g up
o ut of Lo ng Ba y a nd o nce in A ka roa ha vin g to
sto p a nd res ta rt both times. Hi s o bserver o f
co urse not ed th ese indi scretions whi ch put him
o ut o f th e runn ing for first prize in th e Priva te
O wners C lass. of £20 a nd a gold med al fo r which
a non-stop run was essen tia l.

Mervyn St ev en son d rivin g a 12 h .p. Panhard
in the o pe n class fo r T rad e entri es had even
worse lu ck for hi s ca r after making a pe rfec t
non-stop run o n the first da y a nd be ha ving mag­
nificen tly o n th e hill s over to Akaroa gave troubl e
a t the control th er e d ue to th e fib re rocker-arm
bu sh in th e magneto co ntac t breaker swelling and
44 minutes 20 seco nds ticked by on th e observer's
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watch before th is was rectified .
Possibl y beca use he wa s suc h a keen advoca te

of ex tra a ir , Mr J ohnstone was able to get 26
rn.p .g. during norm al mot o rin g, a figu re w hich
would be good even by p resent d ay sta nda rds fo r
a J5 h.p. car. H ow ever , this eco no my was not
o btai ne d by d awdl in g on the ro ad for o nc e wh en
I enquired from M r W . Ber ry th e " Pa nha r d
Garage" fo rem an a t thi s time a bo ut th e normal
d ri vin g speeds of ea rly motori st s he ex plai ne d
tha t most d rov e qu ite slo wly to mak e their cars
go as smoo thly a nd qui etl y as possi ble , " tha t is
with the exceptio n o f F red J o hns to ne who a lways
went like h-I." O bviously F. W . Johnstone drove
with sufficie n t ve rve to en joy th e road holding
qual itie s wh ich Panhard s built in to th eir ca rs a nd
was not afra id to use th e full performance o f his
machine. O n o ne occasio n wh en on a reliability
tri a l to th e Hermi tage, he had co me up on a cu t­
ting ac ross the road made by flood wat er s du e to
recent ra in a nd had been fo rced to sto p. T he
o bserver riding in the ca r of co urse de ducted 10
points for the s top . T h is so incen sed F. W . th a t
he vowed he would mak e fas test t ime o n th e
re turn journey as a po int o f honour to make
amends fo r his loss o f ten po ints on a n otherwise
clean sh eet and th at he was sto ppi ng fo r no .. . I

O n the return journey while t ra velling a t speed
he struc k a wa ter race ac ross th e road wi th such
fo rce th at on e o f hi s passen ger s was pro jected
from h is seat, st ruc k his head o n one o f th e hood
bo ws a nd was kn ock ed un consci ou s . T rue to hi s
word F .W. did not sto p! Unhappil y history does
not tell wh ether he mad e fast est tim e o r no t.

With th e gen eral poor co nd ition o f th e pro­
vinci al road s, tyr es could not be ex pec ted to la st
very long and indeed mot orists ca me to ex pe ct
punctures and eq uippe d th em selv es accord ingly
a nd in A .A . tri al s no po in ts we re lost for s to ps
due to tyre t ro u bles. M r J oh nst on e o nce left
C hr is tchurc h on C hrist mas Eve in the Panhard
wi th, o n o ne front w he el a tyr e w hic h wa s
already showing ca nvas but w hic h did not fina lly
burst until he reached N elso n on Boxi ng D a y. A
ph ot o o f thi s tyr e w hich appeared in the local
press cr eated quite a lot of interest for it had
run a to ta l di st an ce of 5000 mil es w hich was
co ns id ered excepti on al in th ose d ays.

During the 1913-14 C hristmas holiday pe riod ,
M r Johnstone with hi s Panhard , ac compani ed by
D r Simpso n wh o th en drove a M itchell with a
sma ll co upe bod y, mad e wh at mu st have been a t
th at dat e o ne o f the longest a nd mo st inter est in g
motoring trips underta ken by Can te rb ury motor­
ists . T he following brie f wr ite-u p a ppea red in



' T he C a n ter bu ry T im es" of J anuary 28 th 1914
a lo ng wit h a number of ph otographs :

" D r W . H . Sim pson, Presid ent of the Can te r­
bury A uto mo bile Associati on . a nd M r F. W .
J o h ns to ne , a very en thus ias tic motorist, retu rned
re centl y to C hris tc hu rc h fro m the West Coast
trip , via G rey rno u th, Nelson , Blenheim and Kai­
koura . C ha tt ing o f the trip Or Sim ps o n sa id that
his o n ly re gret was th at h is descr ip ti ve powers
wer e utterly inad equate to giv e an id ea o f the
be au ty , grandeur a nd attracti on s o n the roa d at
alm ost every turn. Spea k ing as a motori st , a nd
not merel y as a delighted visitor to th e Coast, he
sa id th at he wa s su rp r ised a t th e ease with which
it co u ld be don e. T he re were first class hotels a nd
accommodat ion hou ses on th e road . Petrol a nd
o il co u ld be o b ta ine d a t every sta ge, an d tr a vel­
ling wa s utterl y devoid o f hardships. He had a
sma ll tw o- seater a nd Mr Johnst one a five-seat er.
T hey se n t th e ir ca rs by rail to Halpin C re e k.
be yond the Bealey . That plan sho uld be foll owed
by a ll m ot orists wh o mad e th e trip. It c u t o ut
of th e journey Porters Pass a nd th e Waim a kariri
Ri ver . a nd th e o n ly uninterestin g stretc h o n the
wh ol e ro u te . The journey down the East Coast
was ve ry interesting, but the co u n try wanted so m e
bridges badly. In fo rdi ng th e Co n wa y Ri ve r he
was stuc k up for seven hours. T h is wa s th e o n ly
di sappointing accid ent o f th e wh ole tour. The
The trip, taken as a whole, co u ld. in his opinion.
hard ly be surpassed , and he was su rp rise d th at it
was not made more frequentl y."

A t C hris tc h u rc h. both ca rs were lo ad ed o n to
a flat deck railwa y wagon together with su ffic ien t
baulks o f timber to form a ramp to unload th em
at H alpin C ree k. T h is precaut ion was necessary
as thi s was th e fir st time ca rs had be en o ff-loaded
th ere a nd no facilities for thi s o pe ra tio n were
a vai la b le .

By doing thi s th e very uninteresting uphill run
ac ross th e plai ns with its innumerable c rossings o f
wat er races was a voi ded as well as the stee p climb
up the ea st side o f Porters P ass a nd th e deadly
descent down th e o ld coaching road on th e west
side.

M ost o f th e illustrations show sce nery e n ro u te
but th ere is o ne showing a very spe ctac u lar c ross­
in g o f the K o wh ai River near Kaikoura . The
Panhard is forging a head m agni ficentl y but no
part lower than th e r im tops is vis ible !

Mr J ohnstone mu st ha ve fo und th e P anhard
a ve ry sa tisfac to ry car for he kept it longer th an
a ny o f his previous vehicl es . Fi na lly in 191 9 it
suf fer ed damage by fire wh en parked o vernight
in th e workshop a t th e Panhard G a rage w he re a

Ph oto by M rs Sim pson
"High Speed Crossing. The river is unknown and the

road uninviting,"

fire sta r ted , possi bl y due to a n elec tr ica l fa u lt in
th e batter y c ha rge r sw itc h board w hich was left
o n con tin uo us ly . T he fire destro yed th e paintwork
a nd tyres a nd a lt ho ugh th e ca r was rebu ilt aga in
M r J ohnstone di sposed of it. I wonder where it is
now'?

Afte r a littl e research I ha ve be en able to trace
so me o f the earl y hist ory o f m y o wn Pan hard , a
191 3 70 x 140 rn.m. 12 h .p , m odel.

T he original o wner was a Mi ss Ethel Ga rd iner ,
no w M rs Williarns, o ne of five sist er s w ho se
fa ther, who mu st ha ve be en a wealt hy a nd very
ge ne ro us m an . ga ve each o f th em tw o hundred
pounds with whi ch to bu y mot or cars for th em­
se lves. In th ose day s two hundred pounds would
buy a Model T Fo rd which was then the cheapes t
ca r o n the market bu t most o f th e sis te rs pre­
ferred to add so methi ng to thi s pri ce a nd pur­
ch ase a more ex pe ns ive vehi cle .

O ne o f th em it is remember ed bought a R egal
but Mi ss E the l purchased fr om Mervyn Ste ven ­
so n Ltd ., a lso kno w n as 'The Panhard Garage:'
a 191 3 12 h.p. C hassis and had a 2-3 sea te r o pen
body fitt ed. T h is was built by Coope r a nd Pryce
in their coac h building sho p in Victori a Stre e t.
whe re incidentally the cl osed co upe bod y fo r Dr
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Simpsons 15 h.p. Panh a rd, illustrated in part I
of thi s a rticle was a lso mad e. Mi ss Ga rd iner 's
ca r was fini shed all over, chassis a nd runn ing
gear in a d a rk cream-yell o w coach paint with
wide green lin ing and with green leath er uph ol­
ste ry. A fo ld flat wood en fra me d win dscr een , a
hood held up when required by straps running
down to th e front mudguards a nd o il a nd acety ­
lene lights we re amon g th e fittin gs pr ovid ed . T he
pr ice of th e co m plete ca r ca me to £460 a nd M rs
Willi ams still recall s her pr ide in owni ng wha t
was o bviou sly a m ot o r ca r o f qu al ity. It was
registe re d with the Ch ri stchurch City Co unci l o n
15th M ay 1914 and all otted th e number C H6987 .

One of th e re aso ns why a Pa nha rd was chosen
was that th eir use o f Dunlop wire whee ls fitted
on splined hubs made it possible for a wo ma n to
cha nge a wh eel instead of having to wrestl e with
tyre levers by the roadsid e in th e event o f a punc­
tu re.

Thi s car was mainl y used on sho rt run s from
Sumner into C hr istc hurc h a nd later o n spent
mu ch of its lif e in storage being used ve ry little .
The he adli ghts were exch anged for elect ric la mps
of 'Italian mak e, current bein g supplied by batter y
and a gen er at or driven off th e fa n belt but ha nd
sta r ting was still the o nly method . Th is was sa id
10 be di fficult especi ally in winter , pro ba bly d ue
to the long stroke engine a nd th e thi ck gum my
engine o ils th en in vogue. Because of thi s lack o f
a n electric s ta r ter the ca r was di sposed o f in 1933
to Ford Mo to rs Ltd. wh en o the rwise it was still
running we ll. The trade-in allowanc e o n a new
Ford VS m od el wa s £S!

I a m slo wly piecing tog ether its su bseque nt
history wh ich may form pa rt of another sto ry
later on.

Although th e title o f thi s a rt icle is " Pa n ha rds
in C a nte r bury, " I will slip in so me notes o n a
very earl y exam ple of the marque whic h ha ve
been se n t in by Re x Porter o f Ca r terton . These
notes are reprin ted as Rex sent them in for I feel
that Re x writing in his o wn style can cram more
interesting in forma tion in a given space th an
anyone else .

" We ha ve a Panhard et Levassor, re puted to be
1901, and ce rta inly not later th an 1902, a t pr esent
in Masterton , owned by non-member Lou . Rin al di
of Ma stert on. H e found it as a sorry, abandoned
wreck under trees so me five or six yea rs ago .
Bod y had co m ple tely di sin tegrat ed , gua rds ditto ,
a nd th e wood wheels had rotted away in places .
The en gine was filled with kerosene a nd left to
so ak and after a week it ha d fre ed up . A yea r or
two o f work fo llowed , f reeing up the se ized d riv­
ing ch ain s, reb uilding th e whee ls with new Ielloes
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a nd rim s cut to size fr o m o thers. T he rea r wh eels
are larger th an th e fr o nt an d a ll whee l bea rin gs
a re plain bus hes. T he eng ine is two cy linder of
lo ng stro ke with cra nks a t 180 degr ees so that it
has th at d ist incti ve uneven ex ha us t note. Auto­
mat ic inlet va lves and platinu m tubes for tu be
ignit ion (as a sta ndby appa ren tly) but the burner s
a re m issing . A sma ll tank in th e to p back o f th e
fro nt sea t evid entl y fed the burners. H T. trembl er
co ils, wiping con tac t time r and spa rk plu gs is th e
igni tio n sys te m no w used. Tran sm ission is by a
leather faced cone clutch , mass ive three speed a nd
reve rse gea r bo x a ll in unit with the differenti al
gea r cu lm ina ting in two side chai ns to the rea r
wheel. T he gear box is o pera ted by a right hand
qu a drantel lever. Cooling is highl y ingenio us . T he
rad iat or , a hori zontal gilled tube affa ir mounted
in fro nt of the engine a nd also th e engi ne itse lf
are entire ly empty of water when not runn ing
since all the coolan t dr ains away to a large six
gall on water tank mounted u nd er th e seat. A
pump dri ven fro m the flywh eel lif ts wat er from
this tank a nd keep s th e co ol in g sys tem full so
lon g as the en gine is running . Ca rb ura tio n is
ac hieved within a massive bra ss affair with a
mi xtu re control co nsisti ng o f a flexible leather
d iaphram whilst lubrication is looked after by a
batter y of drip feeds o n the dash .

T he bod ywork is of loc al co ns truct io n but is
o rigi na l or at least to the o rigina l pattern ; it
co nsists of a " gove rness ca rt" type rea r en tra nce
tonneau paint ed a medium gr een a nd go ld lin e.
T he rear mudguards ca rry wickerwork luggage
pa n ier s on either side . I hav e dr iven the car o n
several occasions a nd find the stee ring hea vy an d
rather unpleasant wi th a tenden cy to develop an
ala rmi ng front whee l wo bble whic h ca n onl y be
checked by reall y stro ng arm tactics. (A ltho ug h
gen er all y thought to be a very co nse rv a tive firm
Panhards have obviously learn t so mething a bo u t
steering geometry be twe en 1901-1 913 !-W.ST.)
T he gear change a lso I found exceed ingly tri ck y.
As to its histo ry it was imported by th e late M r
Elga r o f Fernsid e, Feather st on , a squa tter wh o
used it fo r so me crossings o f the Rimutak as but
fo und the gr ound clea ra nce too littl e fo r fordin g
creeks and generally co ping with th e local ro ad s.
Its su bseq uent history has been cheq uered a nd
vague until finall y bou ght by its present owne r
a nd restored."

For the in fo rm ati on in th ese a r ticles I a m
indeb ted to Mr A. O. Y . Johnston e, Mr Bent ,
Mr s Sim pson, M rs Wiliams, Mr Barnett and a ll
o thers, for without th eir assista nce thi s in teres ting
ea rly history wo u ld go unrec orded a nd wo uld be
lost.



Camer

Pho to by Won gonu i Chronicle

" 13 u rma" Tr ia l Winn er . 1927 9 /20 Humb er . (See Wanga nu l Notes. )

Pho to by Don Oddi e Stud ios

The f irst appearance of motor-cycle s at th e 6r ighton Run . These machines all im m a cu late. attracted a con­
side ra ble amoun t of attent ion and we hope to se e a lot more of th em at futur e eve n t s.
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Review

Photo by A . Macbe th

The first Motor Car Race held in N.Z. The course was the Metropolitan Tretting Greunds, Addington, Christ­
church. Or Diamond's De Dion waS first and Mr T . Williamson's Rover second . The race, held in 1903 , was
over a distance of 5 mil es. (Can anyone supply information en this mest interesting event. )

Photo by A . Macbe th

"What price 30 m .p.h . in this?" The fearsome frontal aspect of Alistair's Sentinal. (Sec Recollections. j
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Otago Notes R. S. Ferens

Chairman: R. S. Ferens.

Vintage Car Club N.Z. (Inc. ) O:'ago Branch

Hon. Sec. : A. W. Bramwell, 37 Marion Sr., Dunedin.

Between flo o ds, C hristmas pa rty , m otor s how,
Dunedin-B right on a nd th e ro a d race th e Otago
Br anch has ha d a ve ry bu sy peri od , b u t neve rthe­
les s o ne th at will remain in o ur me m o ries fo r a
long time . It is fitt ing to record here tha t a ll these
a ctiv it ies have o n ly been possibl e through th e co ­
o pe ra tio n o f eve ry m embe r of the bra nc h fro m
a ll ov er th e Pr ovince .

The C h ris tmas pa rt y a lt ho ug h not a mo toring
event, was one o f o ur most su ccessful ga ther ings .
The C lub ro oms had been give n th e necessar y
Christmas atm osphere a nd everyone e n jo yed
themsel ves to th e fulle st ex te n t.

O nce a gain the Dunedin- Brighton is ov er a nd
although it is covered elsewhere in thi s issu e it
is fitting to re co rd th at a lmost 100 per cen t club
pa rti cipat ion was a p pa ra n t. Our sincere th anks
a re d ue to the A .A . Ot ago, the Ma yo r , Co u nc illo rs
and C it ize ns of D u nedi n a nd la st but by no means
least the Duned in-Brigh ton R un Com m itt ee .

The Club thi s ye ar presen ted two ex hibi ts a t
the Fes t iva l M ot or Show. T he ca rs a re p robabl y
two o f th e m ost im ma c ula te exa m ples of their
mak e in th e co u n try . Bo b Oak leys 191 2 Regal in
c hass is form an d M ik e Hu ggitts 3 litre Bentley
were the ca use o f mu ch fa voura ble co m men t by
a ll w ho sa w th em. A bove the stand was an eigh t
Ioot re plica o f the club bad ge , th e re sult of much
burning of th e mid night o il b y an a lre ad y very

bu sy mem ber.
Once aga in th e Cl u b pro vided th e C rash C rews

fo r th e Duned in R o ad R a ce, and we a re gl a d to
say ve ry little work was passed th eir way.

In conc lud ing th ese notes I woul d lik e to record
th at fo r 3 m onths th e enti re Co m m ittee o f the
C lu b with th e excep tio n of two m embers was
a wa y fro m Dunedin ye t a full pr ogramme was
succ essfu lly ca r r ied o u t.

The Dunedin-Brighton Run and
Concours D'Elegance

The fourth " D u ned in- Br igh to n " was held und er

perfect conditions on January 25th an d attracted
a record e n try of pre-1 91 8 cars a nd, fo r th e first
time, a number of m ot or cycl es. T he rules have
al ways been drawn to in clude " ve h icl es " , not
merel y cars, but thi s is th e first yea r in wh ich
motor cycle entri es ha ve been recei ved . H ence­
forth they will be act ively enco uraged foll owing
th e excellen t im pression which th e y a nd th eir
dr ive rs m ad e thi s yea r.

Fo r a number o f reasons the Bri ghton is not
ru n so le ly by th e C lu b b u t by a JOint co m m itt ee
o f th e Otago branch o f the c lu b a nd th e A u to m o ­
bi le Associ ati on, Otago, under th e ge nera l bl essing
o f the Dunedin Fes t iva l Co m m ittee a nd with the
specific patronage of H is W orshi p th e Ma yo r o f
Dunedin , Sir Leonard Wright. One res u lt o f ke ep-

"Historic mcment-The Winter Wolseley passes the Mc Ken:de De Dion -~unedi,,- Brighton, January, 1958.
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ing such august co m pa ny is tha t th e eve n t is given
much more co-o pe ra tio n fr om off ic ial sources
than could otherwise be hoped fo r. For example
the run st arts fr om th e ce n tre o f th e Octagon
in the heart of th e city , immed iat el y a f ter the
o fficia l openi ng of Fest iva l W eek f rom the ba l­
con y o f the Tow n Hall ; th e streets a re bri ght with
flag s and bunting; a ll t raffic is d iverted from the
main st ree t o f th e ci ty ; the poli ce a nd traff ic
o ffice rs turn ou t in streng th to ens ure a clear
run ; a nd gene ra lly th e com pe ti to rs a re made to
feel th at the cit y likes to have th em .

Another result is th at so meone inter esting can
usu all y be found to ac t as starter. Previous flag­
dropper s include Lord Brook bo rou gh , the Prime
Minister of Northern Ir eland , Sir W illoughby
Norrie and M I' D awes, a nd thi s yea r the event
was honoured by MI' H arol d Macm illan, the
Prime Mini ster o f Grea t Bri ta in . Ac tua lly he
didn 't drop the flag bec a use th e w riter fo rgo t
to pro vide o ne, but th e in formal a tmosphe re
of th e event was enha nced by th e ma nn er in
which Mr M acm illa n swept hi s rathe r spo rt in g
br own hat fr o m high a lo ft dow n a lmost to
grou nd level to s igna l each ca r to sta r t. Prior
to th e sta r t he inspe c ted th e machines a nd had
a handshake a nd a few words for each dri ver
W ith him was hi s charmi ng wife , La dy Dor othy
M acmillan , whose fr iendlin ess eve n su rvived the
reception by the crew of the D enni s o f her sug­
ges tio n that they could save a lot o f hard work
if they were to lacqu er th e brass.

T he thirty-fiv e ca rs left th c Octagon a t half­
minute interval s a nd th e eight mo to r-cycles were
sen t o ff togethe r- an impressive sigh t ind eed as
th ey di sappeared see m ingly und er se m i-co n trol,
into th e dense crowd. For a lmost half a m ile
th e crush was terrific. th e specta tors leavin g o nly
a bo ut three feet of lan e w hich re luc ta n tly swe lled
o ut to ena ble each ca r to pass a nd the n closed in
agai n, rather, o ne imagines. like th e passage o f
baked beans down a sma ll in test ine . Although
slight ly less d ense further o n th e c ro wd was pretty
well co n tin uo us on both sides of th e road right
to Loo ko ut Point, some three mil es fro m the start,
wh ere it wa s again tightl y pac ke d . a nd th e remain­
in g nine miles to Br ighton co n ta ined littl e gro ups
of pe o p le a ll wav ing a nd cheer ing in mar ked
co n tras t to th e stoic so lem n ity w h ich usu all y
marks a New Z eal and crowd .

Less trouble th a n in former veal's was ex peri­
ence d from baulking in th e timed c limb up Lo o k­
ou t Poin t, pa rtl y du e to the gr ea tly im pr o ved
road sur face which mad e it possib le to use more
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of th e width of th e ro ad, and partl y becau se th e
fini sh lin e was lower down. below the crowd. As
a result so me fine over ta king mov ements wer e
accom plished, the most notable oc cur ri ng wh en
Mervyn Winter 's 1900 Wol seley clim bed its wa y
un ce rt a inl y pa st T . A . Mc Kcnz ics " 1904 De Di on
Bouton afte r a long a nd mem o rabl e struggle . It
was th e firs t t im e th e Wo lse ley has' passed anyo ne
in the fo ur yea rs o f th e ru n, a nd Frank Bert­
enshaw, wh o d ro ve. a nd Winter. w ho egged him
o n. wer e justifiably tr iumphant.

At Brighton th e Domain was well filled wi th
spec ta tors and th e car s looked magnificent agai nst
a backgroun d of blue sea and sky a nd rolling
white surf. A ft er lun ch the fixed field test s were
conduct ed with th e usual smooth efficien cy by
th e Auto mobil e Association a nd fur the r inter est
was adde d by the unexpected soggi ness of the
g round whi ch tended to o pe n up und er th e
dredge-li ke act ion of narrow-sect ion tyr es. Fa r
from enter ing into the Festi val spi r it, th e Brigh ­
ton Domain Boa rd insist s o n ext racting th e sa me
proportio n o f th e ga te takings at Bri ghton as the
Commi ttee, a nd d oggedl y insi st s up on o ne
of its officers pa tro lling th e ground to see th at
no -one is le t in for noth in g, and later superv ises
th e counting of the cash lest the odd bawbi e be
un di scl osed . As a fur the r de mo nstra tion o f it s

RUSSELL/S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street
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sober custodianship of the public funds the Board
refrained from mowing the long gra ss until the
ev e o f the event, thus ens uring th at the moisture
fr om the past weeks rem a in ed undried , and
pr esenting th e public with the spec tac le of the
top half of a It) 16 fire engine mo ving ponderousl y
above gro und level while th e lower decks sa n k
lower and lower o ut o f sigh t and the crew
mounted higher an d higher int o the rigging.

The test s completed, th e entry set off back to
Dunedin by the sa me route, a nd on a rriva l most
competitors spen t a happy half hour or so at
th e exce lle n t clubrooms o f th e Otag o Branch
which was de scribed in the Dec ember issue . Later
in the evening a dan ce was held at the Agri cul ­
tural H all cabaret a nd the prizes were pr esented
by M rs R ussell Douglas, th e wife of the President
of th e Automobile As so ciation .

T he Dunedin C ity C orporation's C ha llenge
Trophy and miniature for th e overall winner of
the run , test s a nd con cours was won for th e
seco nd succ ess ive year by A . A. Baker with hi s
almost fa u lt less Ca ltho rpc. It was interesting to
see th at he won it without winning the Concou rs ,
for whi ch F. A. Woollett was awarded the Auto­
mobile As soc iati on Challenge Trophy an d minia­
ture- a most popular and well me rited aw ard .
The Wolsel ey lo st on ly 10 points in th e Co nco urs

out of a possibl e 400, an d th e runners up were
the Bak er Ca ltho rpe (19 points). and Mercer's
It) 15 Ford, Steffe nsons I '}15 Oakland. a nd Sharp 's
19J 5 Bu ick , which ea ch lost 26 points.

Alan Ba ker won th e F ield Tests Trophy a nd
thus pro ved conv incingly th at the little C althorpe
is no mere sho w-piece. Winners o f th e Cl as s
Trophies were: Class J. R. a nd D . Mcl vor, 1<;07
De D ion Bouton : C lass ]1, D. Oddie. 1t)05 Dar­
racq : C lass IlL A . A . Bak er. 1913 C a ltho rpe .

Separate trophi es were pr esented for th e motor
cy cl es, which se ems the best wa y to avoi ding the
diffi culty of finding a common marking system
fair to both ca rs and bikes. The pr ize-winners
were :-

Co nc o urs : J . Lawry. 1910 F.N.

Overall Winner : N . Hayes. 1911 New Hudson.
Run : N . Hayes, 1911 New Hudson .

In conclusion it should be s ta ted that a ltho ugh
th e broad form of the Brighton a ppea rs to have
se tt led down into a n es ta blished ro u tine . the
organisin g committee is by no means convinced
th at it ca n not be furth er improved in detail. This
vear va rio us sma ll improvements wer e made whi ch
were a success a nd next yea r important improve­
ments will pr obabl y be made in the cla ss ca tego ries
and the sys tem o f m arking.

Wanganui Notes nob Hall.

Chairman: P. R. Williamsan.

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) (Wanganui Branch)

Secretary : R. Lee, 34 No . 3 Line, Wanganui East.

Wanganu i Branch member s will suppo rt th e
East er " Pcn nzoil" Rally a t P icton with II cars ,
some crossing from th e " Mainland " direct to Pi e­
ton - B. Walk er's Zedel , lVI. W ad eys Bui ck.
V . Caseleys Buick , I. Stirling 's O verland, R.
Porter' s De Dion a nd I. Hudson 's Austin. The
others-c-P . Williamsou 's Humber, C. Wither 's
Morgan, K . Wright's Al vis. B. T onks Daimler
and L. Southward's Fo rd T , will tr a vel via Lytt el­
ton . Trevor Hudson , incid entally, will tak e hi s
famil y on tour a fte r the Rall y a nd it is expected
that Greymouth, th e Lewis Pass a re a a nd o the r
Southern parts will see hi s handsome Austin .

Several new members have been a tt ra cted to
our ranks since the last report a nd we hope to
write more in future o f th e tr iumphs of F. R .
Bos sellman (Ty po 509 F ia t), T on y Fullerton Sm ith
(Vauxhall 20/(0), John Preston-of Burma Tri al
fame-( 1929 Model A) , K . J. Ackro yd (1923
C itro e n ). T . D . Gl asgow (I y 17 Overl and) and L L.
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Cl ough .
In spite of a fantastic pe rforman ce from h is

Q/20 Humber in the " Burma ", we hear a whi spe r
th at Peter Williamson ha s jo ined the ra nks of
the happy " ha re hunter s" in purchasin g a 1927
TG 12/50 Al vis . This is a machine a t which m any
members have cas t co vet ou s eyes. but without
suc ces s . Perhaps its all in the app roach .

Gorcl on Brotherston is mak ing a sple nd id job of
restoring his C olo n ia l bodied Jt)18 Ford T - a rare
exampl e o f this popular make . It would be nice to
have a brass T alongside it ! We 're relying on you ,
Dick y.

The "Burma" Trial

A great suc cess and a th oroughly enjo yable da y
wa s the general verdict o n the W an ganui Br anch \
Burma Tri al held on Sunday , J anuary J t)th. Fif­
teen entr ies were received bu t three fa iled to
fa ce th e st art er. However, a late entry resulted
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the worst ru t. T his had roll ed up a nd jam med it­
se lf sec ure ly be tween th e rig ht fro nt whee l, guard
and d rag link . By slit ting o pe n th e matt ress, the
tilling wa s pu lled out . a hand ful a t a time. an d
Trevor was eve ntua lly able to proceed . Eight mo re
go t throu gh . the Morgan qu ite un assisted. a nd two
elec ted to forego 25 poi nts a nd ma ke a detou r.
A fe w miles further on th e O verl an d lost his o il
pressu re a nd reti red before a ny damage was
do ne. (Tom hopes to have a more suitable o il
pu mp insta lled before Picton Rall y.)

On a pproaching the lun ch break site, o ne com­
petitor in a lar ge car met a loc al farm jeep a t a
blind cu tt ing . C ras h lan din gs on bo th sides averted
heavy d um b iron s puncturing the jeep radi ator.
" Yo u in the ol d car tr ial '!" lau ghin gly enquired
the Jeep . 'That's right. " " O .K. then ' I'll get out
o f your wa y." So say ing. the Jeep bac ked and
th en ran forward up a side cu tt ing. a grac io us
ges tu re . "T ha nks but it' s up there we wa nt to go,"
sa id the vintage ty pe . More ma noeuvring foll owed
a nd o ur mem ber was able to co mp lete the last few
hund red ya rds to th e lu nch site a t Mount Vie w
Sta tion stair quarte rs. Here we were made very
welcome, a nd spen t a pleasan t hour ov er picni c
lunch in th e su ns hine .

Foll o win g the break . dr ivers we re give n a first
hand acco unt of road cond it ions o n th e next
sec tion . T he Co unty Counci l had regr ad ed a
treach erou s two miles of papa clay road o nly a
week ea rlier but a subsequent hea vy fall o f rain
had turn ed it int o a gooey mess. H owever , as it
was a ll on a gen tle down grade. it was decided to
tackle it rather th an retrace our s teps.

Ca rs were disp at ch ed a t int ervals in the sa me
orde r as before . but intervals were qui ckl y elimin­
a ted as the leade rs negoti at ed th e pap a . T a ken
ca re fully in low gea r the sensa tion was pleasantl y
eccentric as narrow high pressure tyre s slithered
along the cla y su rfac e.

The Morgan was seen to be go ing splend id ly
until a q uee r c ra blike moti on se t in . " Wha t's th e
matt er with us'!" said C has . a nd was a nswered by
Mrs Withe rs with th e class ic sma ll boy co mme nt.
" Yo ur fro nt wheel is not go ing rou nd !" Sure
eno ug h. th e pa pa ha d pac ked solid ly be tween the
new tyre tread an d th e close fitt ing guard a nd the
wh eel was sim ply slid ing a long. T he pap a had to
be lab ori ou sly scraped o ut before furthe r pro gress
co uld be made. th e pro cess being repeat ed ad
nau seum .

The rest o f the mo rning run was th ro ugh de­
lightful und ula ting cou nt ry with c heck points
stra teg ica lly plac ed at int erva ls. a nd o ne secret

Pem broke St reet

H. G. Hughan 333
I . W . Hoppi ng 23 8S

H. M . Catt 364

CARTERTON

r .o. Box 4 8

Phones : Garage 53
R. Porter 284M
W . D. Alien 52

In a total of thi rt een ca rs be ing disp atched a t
2 minute int er val s from the gr ou nd s of th e
A.A. headq uarter s in The Ave nue, Wan ganu i.
The o ldest cars were Wadeys 1914 Buick,
d riven by M. S. Hopper . an d Stir ling's 1916
O ver land . The Buic k did well to co m plete
th e grue lling o ne hun d red miles course but
had to be disqua lified for receivin g a tow
up the steep Burma Hill fo r reaso ns co nnec ted
with th e la ws of gravity. re la tive position s o f petrol
ta nk a nd ca rb ure tto r. a nd Morrie 's o miss ion to
rem ind his deput y to top-up with fuel before
tackling the big climb. The O verl and had to retire
ea rly with a n o il pump maki ng unmistakable
signs o f unwillingn ess. The maj orit y were in the
1923-1925 age gr oup. and th e newe st (and sh ab­
biest) car was th e lat e-entry Fo rd Model A half­
ton tru ck of 1. Prest on , Raetihi . whi ch probably
put up the best performan ce ov er the Horror sec­
tion o f grass track a nd deep rut s. Here also it
was a delight to see the way Wither s piloted his
little Morgan three-wheeler over the hal f mile
which pro ved to be a Wa terloo fo r the big Au stin
of Trevor Hudson. With da inty pilot ing, the
H um ber in the lead . negot ia ted the grass tr ack
witho u t getti ng tr a pped . The Overla nd fo llowed
thro ugh successfu lly. bu t on breasting the first
r ise th e rest of us fo und Trevo r with his Au stin
secu re ly wedged in deep ruts in a cut ting . Ample
m an po wer fa iled to budge it and there was no
possib ilit y o f sneaki ng past. Ca use o f the trou ble
was finall y located in the fo rm of an o ld flock
matt ress so meo ne had " tho ught fu lly" used to fill

21



check a t a level crossing wh er e po in ts co uld be
los t if th e not ve ry no ticea ble compulsor y stop
sign was tre at ed with d isrespect. As th is route
go t well up int o the hill s it becam e narrow , with
man y in teres ting bends and loo ps, a nd plenty
of views stra ight down precipitou s cliff faces .
Navigat ors were ab le to savo ur the vert ica l views
to th e limit as the y were a ll on thi s side of the
cars. So uthward 's navigat or, Cha rlie Maxwell had
a splend id view from th e rear sea t of the "g lass
ho use ", every dro p havin g a bout ten feet added to
it fo r him , and the Stude 's navigat or go t a reall y
splendid impression o n o ne occasion when his
rea r-hi nged door flew open at a bad bump pre­
cisely a t th e po in t of least left hand road margi n
and no fence.

A mile or so on and we were a ll halt ed with a
gra ndsta nd view of th e Wa dey Buick , statio nary,
hal f way up a steep pin ch o f the Burm a. "Dexter"
Bassett brou ght the emergency tr uck to the rescu e,
but gravi ty wo n th e battl e a nd all th e truck co uld
do was burn rubber olf its tyres. Next , the Stati on
La nd R over had a try an d its fo ur wheel drive
ma na ged to tow the Buick to the top.

T he littl e Hu mber was the next and made the
gra de after a rather la te ch an ge down to a low
gear, a nd th e Alvis sa iled up in fine style with a
resounding exhaus t not e. These two had a gra nd
du el down the wind ing Field 's T rack in the best
Fan gio-M oss tradi tion. (Pe ter says his brake lin­
ings a re do wn to the rivets as a result).

Next to tackle th e cl im b was the Mod el T, but
powe r lost by a d ragg ing high gear (or a tight
bearing in the tra ns mission) halt ed it near th e
Buick 's spo t. A slow desce nt in reverse left th e
road clear fo r the o thers . (We hear Len still
su ffers fro m " Model T knees", the ine vitab le re­
sult o f length y app licat ion of the low gear pedal ).

All the o thers then attacked th e hill with suc ­
cess , th e Studebaker putt ing up a fas t climb a t
full th rottl e in seco nd gear and cracking on the
pace down Fields T rack in a successful a ttempt
to make up a ll time lost in the hold up. T he
An sald o sa t on its tail, and th ese two cont ras ting
as David and Golia th, fo ugh t ou t a duel with littl e
bet ween th em in pe rfor ma nce .

The home war d run down the beaut iful Para­
par a road was und ilut ed pleasu re

Pasengers in an open Buick 4, nonch antl y dis­
ca rd ing ora nge peel in a deli ber at e a tte mpt a t
sa bo tage, ca used them to be ove rtaken up o ne hil l.
On an other length y climb there was the Ansa ldo ,
crackling wierdl y with a dot- and -carry-on e not e
(o ne o iled up plug), foll owed closely by the Stude
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am bling alo ng qui etl y in top gea r, a nd th e littl e
Mo rga n barking lustily behind . La ter on, whe n
these three pa rted company Rex says his th irt y
horses sounded rat her lost and lon ely. The Alvis
makin g up lost time on th e hom e stre tch, came
un expe ctedly on a check poi nt and ove r sho t th e
mark . H e had to reverse 50 yards to secure his
check.

Arr iva l a t the finish a t parking site nea r th e
Museum was gree ted by a la rge and enthusiast ic
crowd. Here a series of drivin g tests was held
to the acco mpa niment of an enterta ining co m­
me ntary over the lou d speaker by the bra nc h
pu blicit y specia list Bob H all. As a res ult , our
col lectio n box ben efited l a th e extent of so me
£6 odd

Or gani sati on thro ughou t was first rat e, thanks
in great pa rt to J im Carrick and the interes ting
ancl co nc ise rou te instruc tions prepa re d by him.
To most of the crews, new to tria ls d riving, th e
so mew ha t cryptic instruc tions pro ved ra ther
mystifying a t first. Once they go t th e han g of it.
naviga tors and d rivers th or ou ghl y enj oyed them ­
selves. No one ac tua lly go t lost, but th e T on ks
Buick se t off ga ily down the Ave nue and was
half way up D rury Hill before the naviga tor eve n
looked at his sheet. T hen he discovered tha t the
officia l route to Fo rde ll and Manga ma hu was not
necessa ri ly the obv ious one ! By ba d luck they
me t a Ma rsha l sett ing ou t on direct rou te to his
chec k po int. In actua l fac t, th e officia l route was
so un- obviou s that whe n the nar row co untry road
petered out to a mere grass tr ack within a few

A. P. (Bert) TONKS '"
SON LTD.
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W e car ry a ve ry large Sto ck of NEW

Piston s sem i finish ed to su it EAR LY a nd

LAT E Mo del Cars.

Pr ice s A re Right a nd our

SERV ICE PROM PT

de lu xe m odel,
T he W right A lvis has rece ntl y had a lot o f work

don e o n it and loo ked reall y well in its new coa t o f
paint. T he powerhouse has also been tid ied up,
b lack vitreous en amel o n the ex ha us t manifold
giving a n ad ded touch o f vin tage q uali ty .

T he success of th e da y was due to the co-opera­
tion and he lp given the Club by m an y willi ng per­
so ns , not a bl y J im Carr ick (ro u te), Ga rt h Forsy th
(scru tineer), D o ug H a yes (s tar te r a nd A .A . repre­
sen tative on th e Comm ittee), Mr R . C. La wrence
(ma nager Mount View S ta tion) . the W a nga n ui
Co un ty Counc il. and above a ll. thc A uto mo bile
Associa tio n (Wanganui) w ho gave wh o leh ea rt ed
support a nd material enco urageme n t by the d on a ­
tion of a very handsome a nd va lua ble silve r tray
as the a n nua l trop hy , acco m pa nied by a bed side
cl ock for the winn ing driver a nd a pewter m ug
fo r his na viga tor.

A pleasa nt a nd well a tte nded func tio n in the
even ing was a fitt ing re laxi ng fina le to a memor­
able even t.

Burma results :- Williamson, D rummond , H um­
be r, lst : Wa lker, Li l ly, A nsa ldo . 2nd: Porter ,
Harvey, Stu debaker (of J . Keedw cll ). J rd: Hud son,
Ryd er, A us tin, 4t h: R ose, Buick , 5th ; Prest on ,
Webb, Ford A . 6th : Wi the rs, Wit he rs, Mo rgan .
7th: Tonks, Tonks. Buick (o f R . Hackett ), 8th
Wr igh t, Cawley, Alvis. 9th; Gi ll. Ir vin e, Vaux ha ll ,
l Oth: Sou thward. Sou thward, Ford T , 11th. H op­
pe r. Bu ic k, disqua lified, to wed : St irling, Rou ntree,
Overla nd , wit hdrew.

mil es of the start, th e Studeba ke r halted uncer­
ta inl y to comments o f: "Su re ly not up there" ,
turn ed in a farm ga te way a nd had travelled ba c k
a qu arter mile on ly to m eet th e Model T . Co n­
fe re nce, and assert io ns of bo t h na v igat o rs th at all
d irec t io ns had bee n fai thfully fo llowed, th e Studc
reversed the q uarter mile (to th e o nly possibl e
tu rn ing pl ace ) a nd tac kl ed th e sa id grass track ,
o n ly to be halted shortly by th e H udson-in-Aust in­
o n-rna ttress- in -ru ts -in -c u tt ing episode.

Winner o f the tri a l was Pet er W ill iamson wh o
turned in a particular ly fin e per fo rmance , capa bl y
ass isted by h is na vig at or, lan Drurnrnond, in the
litt le 192 7 9 h.p . fo u r sea te r Hu mber. pro bably t he
lo west powered m ac hin e in th e co n test.

Runner-u p wa s Brian Wa lker, navi gat or l.ill y
in the 1923 An sa ld o , a ca r so mewha t sim ila r to
the H u m ber in s ize but wi th a lmost twice the
powe:'. T he placi ng is a tribute to this s po r ting
litt le ca r a nd its cre w as mo st o f the Par ap ara was
covered o n th ree c ylinders with o ne o iled up pl ug .

Th ird place was ta ken by R ex P orter a nd na vi­
ga to r I vor H a rvey with th e biggest ca r in the tria l,
th e 192 4 Stude baker s pecia l six rat ed a t 30 h.p .,
owned by J . K eed well of Carterto n. Badl y held up
in th e horror sections , sheer surp lus horsep o wer
enabled thi s ca r to score second place in th e actual
tri al r u n, bu t Rex d id ba dly in th e dri vin g te sts
a nd fe ll ba c k to th ird . T he con trast from his usu a l
m ount, the tin y 1900 D e Dion. pro ved a han di cap
he re.

A t bo th assembly po in ts th e Sou thward Fo rd T
was the centre o f m uch int erest, a nd jus tifiab ly so.
as it was presented in abso lu te ly sho wroo m con­
d it io n. Under bo nne t co nd itio n m at ch ed its
immacu late ex terna l a ppea ra nce . M r a nd Mrs
So u thwa rd d ro ve u p fr om Well ington in the ca r
a nd m an y a head turn ed as it passed .

A not her eye ca tc he r was th e sp lend id 192 3
23/60 Va ux ha ll o f E a r le G ill, d r iven d own fro m
A uc kla nd via N ew Plym out h for th is eve nt. T he
poli sh ed a lumin ium bo d y a nd bo nn et str uc k a tr ue
vin tage note. Some troub le with rep eat edl y loosen­
ing bolts in th e stee ring box put th is fine m ode l
o u t of the run nin g. Earl e was accompan ied by
John lr vine , Au c kland , as na vigat o r , a nd C o lin
Kir kby , Ncw Pl ym outh, as crew m em ber.

Special m e n tion shou ld be m ade o f the yo ung ­
est con tes tan t, sc hoolboy M ich acl Rose , aged 16,

w ho ha ndled his Buic k 6 roadste r in m asterl y
fashi on to secure fif th p lace . IVIic hael has o n ly ju st
s ta rted wo r k o n this car bu t whe n co m pleted it
sho uld be a wort hy add itio n to our ran ks, The
to o led lea ther trim is an unusual fea tu re o f thi s
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Overseas News 1957 BANAN A RALL Y

hy R ob G unnel/

A furth er rep ort j rom member R ob G un nell o] A us tra lia , an int eresting account oj a R ally organised by the
Vintag e Car C lub of Quells/and. R ob, co m peting o nce 1I10re in an A /vis, th is time a / 2 j 50 , had from all account

1I ,roll ble free run .

In A ugu st 1956 the fir st Bri sba ne to M urwi ll umbah
Ban an a R all y fo r Vet eran. V intage a nd pos t-Vi n tag e
Thorough b red cars wa s o rganised by th e V in tage Car
C lub of Queen sland a nd h eld in co nj u nc tion with th e
Murwillumba h Ban an a Fes tival adve rtisi ng th e bea u tif ul
T weed Valley a nd its va st Banana growing ind ustries.

The tremend ous success of thi s firs t Rally from a ll
po int s of view was suff icient promp ting to m ak e it an
a n n ua l fix ture o n th e C lub's sporti ng ca lenda r. A nd so
th e seco nd Ba nan a Rally was h eld o n th e 3 1st A ugust
a nd 1st September.

T wenty -s ix glea mi ng cars fa ced th e sta r te r a t New
F arm Pa rk , Br isban e, a t 9 .30 a .m . on th e Sa tur day.
These ranged from th e 1910 F .N . driven by Al an Hale,
th e com b ina t ion wh ich wo n the 1956 eve n t. to a 1934
Sun be am a nd a 1934 Deluge rep resenting th e P .V .T.
ca rs. V in ta ge types were well rep resen ted by exa m ples
o f exot ic R oll s R oyce. V au xh all a nd De lage to the more
hum bl e Aust in 7. M o rris Cowleys a nd 3 litre Be ntleys.

In con tr a st to the mi serab le weather o f th e p receding
we ek, th e m urning of th e Rall y wa s perfec t , ideal fo r
V intage m ot o r ing.

T h e ge nera l appeara nce an d clea n liness of m ost ca rs
wa s good and in som e cases it wa s ubvio us tha t m an y
hours h ad been spent in preparat io n fo r the event. C o lin
Mcl.eod , to ment ion o ne , had spent the pr evious even­
in g. night a nd half the earl y morn ing a t work o n the
uph ol st er y a nd h ood of h is 192 2 Sun bea m .

T he She ll C o . o f A us tra lia provided co m pe titors at
th e star t with fr ee petrol. a gesture whic h wa s grea tly
a pprecia te d, es pec ia lly b y th e d ri ve rs o f the la rger cars
wh o seemed th erea ft e r to reall y en jo y th eir motor ing.
T he d r iver of a R oll s R o yce wa s a ctua ll y see n to smile!

N o se t cou rse or l ime sc he d ule was req u ired to th e
fir st cont rol locat ed at th c o u ter sub ur b of Mt. G rav att ,
th e o bjec t be ing to get th e cars through th e b usy Sa tu r-

Pho to by R. Gun nc ll

" Rob, Alvis and fr ie nd at Banana Rally."

day morn ing sho p ping cro wd s th e easies t possible way.
Cars left this co ntro l at 2 minu te interval s in o rder o f
age. th e Edwa rd ia ns being first away at average speeds
70 % of th ose set for th e Vintage and P .V .T . ca rs . It
suo n beca me obvio us tha t for mos t cars the a vera ge
speeds wer e ve ry much o n the co nserva tiv e side . The
road was exce lle nt m ost of th e way, bu t th e co ur se fo l­
lowed th e Pa ci fic Hi gh wa y wh ich passes through the
m a ny to ur ist a nd seas ide resorts uf the so uth coa st.
H en ce th e lo w averages!

Never the less it wa s so me times a bit cm ba r ra sing
b umbling a lo ng a su per hi gh wa y a t a stea dy 30 m .p .h .
and bei ng pa sse d by sm a ll fa mi ly sa loons th e o ccupants
of wh ich obvio us ly th ought th e " funny old cars" were
a ll " flat a s a ta ck " ! This had to be taken quite unchal­
lenged since th e m an y secret check po int s bet ween m a in
co n tro ls m ade it ne ce ssary fo r co mpetito rs to be on time
a ll th e time, a feat m ad e no ea sier by th e bl anking o ff of
a ll spee dos an d rev co u n te rs fo r the duration of th e
R all y.

The next main cont rol was a t So u th port w he re a fte r a
5 minute brea k cars proceeded to th e lunch co n trol a t
th e ult ra m odern (ugh l ) hol ida y town o f Surfer's Pa rad ise
whi ch literally b rist les with th e lat est m odel , gail y col­
o u red cars a nd cl othes, a nd where. desp ite th e very
m od ern la you t of th e shops and ca fes . th eir service mu st
be the slo wes t in A us tra lia-and not because o f an
ove rabu ndan ce of custome rs. e ith er ! (Perha ps m y sh irt
was so dull th at no b od y not iced rne l )

For th e d ura t ion of th e lunch sto p cars we re parked
in th e lo cal sch o ol grou nds be h ind a ro pe ba rrier a n d
the public were charged I j - for th e p rivil ege o f in sp ect­
ing th em, the proce ed s go ing to ch arity.

S hort ly after the lunch co ntrol , D . MacDona ld 's Ril e y
9 wa s del a yed with a n o bscu re fue l fee d tr ou ble. The
mechan ic in th e Shell Co. se rvice va n which was fo llow­
ing up th e field see m ed deli ghted to h ave so m eth ing to
d o , fo r u p to thi s s tage a ll co m pe titors had had a
tro u ble fr ee run. The R iley wa s qu ick ly coa xed ba ck to
health a nd wa s so on on its way aga in .

Soon th e Queen sland-N .S.W. border was crossed a t
th e twin to wn s of Coola nga tta (Q ld.) a nd Tweed Hea ds
(N. S. W .) where a no ther main co n tro l was locat ed . Then
through so me fin e coast sce ne ry to the fina l co ntro l
a t Condo ng o n th e T weed R iver. T he ca rs th en pro­
cee ded in co nvoy to Kn ox Pa rk, Murwillumbah , where
after a 2 la ps procession th ey were assembled in the
ce nt re o f the a rena fo r public in specti on.

What a rece pt ion th ey rece ived! T rem endous. T he
vinta ge cars were th e fin al e of a very fu ll progr amme
of pro cess ion s, ba na na pa ck in g cha m p ionsh ip s. a th let ic
even ts and bea uty contest judg ing , e tc. M eanwhile
acco m moda tio n was o rga n ised by th e F estival Comm ittee
for all crews and th e la rge motor h ouses pr o vided ac co rn-
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mod a tion fo r the ca rs in the ir new car showrooms
(perha ps a t grea t ris k of de tracting from th e bea uty of
th eir new mod els parked alo ngs ide !) T he sigh t of th ese
shining vintage m od els in th e showrooms mus t ha ve
br ought no stal gic memo ries to ma ny of th e o lder folk
who saw th em .

Wh en ever yon e was bi llette d for th e night an d
cleaned up a littl e , a vast dinner was pro vided by th e
Fes tiva l Commi ttee an d incl ude d am on g th e guests were
th e co ntes tants o f th e Bana na Festiv al Queen C om ­
petit ion , and it was int erest ing to not e the enth usiasts
wh o suddenly seem ed to fo rget a ll ab ou t ca rs for
a wh ile . A fter d inn er the final judging of th e Queen
co ntest took place a nd a ll vin tag e car cre ws were given
rin gside sea ts fo r the oc cas ion. T he w inne r of th e co ntest
was taken for a lap of hon our in C lu b President Malcol rn
MacD on ald's 1927 Roll s Royce- a rare hon our for both
Mal colrn and the Ban an a Q uee n!

T o round off th e proceedi ngs for th e night there was
a reall y first class fireworks d ispla y.

Sun day mornin g the ca rs we re on ce more assembled
a t Knox Pa rk fo r th e Concours a nd Handlin g T est s,
whic h tog eth er accounted for 50 % of th e tot al Rall y
po ints . All th ree Edward ians were splend id ly turned out.
T he Vau xh all s appeared to be in va rious stages o f
undress-s-A nd ers on's an enthus iasts d ream, with beaut i­
ful l y res to red ch ass is a nd no bod ywo rk wh at soever,
Mah oney's. in th e pr ocess of bei ng made in to a car

agai n aft er years of service as a tr uck, and Mc l'hcc's,
trul y origina l except fo r a slice of bodywork re moved
fr om th e back . Edward's Rol ls had a body whic h was
so high th at eve n th e lar gest o f sma ll boys co uldn 't
quite look ov er the door a t the speedo to see how fas t
it would go , wh ile th e W oodh ou se Bent ley ha d so many
inst rument s th at sma ll boys wo uld n' t have been able to
tell whi ch ones we re spee dos a ny way! Bo th Essc xcs
look ed pro bably nicer th an th ey did whe n new, and
Mr s An th ony's Rolls had a ho od that jus t wouldn 't lie
down. The gen er al sta ndard , co nd ition a nd ap peara nce
of ca rs was an impro veme nt over the previo us year a nd
with severa l restorat ion s und er way th e indic ati ons a re
for a n eve n be tter co ncours field next yea r.

T he handli ng T ests were limi ted to tw o, a "spo t
d r iving test" and th e "T o uch a nd Go" . Ala n H ale's
d riv ing of the 1910 F .N . was a deli gh t to wa tch, espec i­
all y as A la n had one leg co mplete ly encased in plas ter .

T he Fest iva l Commi ttee a nd the peopl e of Murwillurn ­
ba h were trul y wo nderful in every respect. T he orga n is­
a tio n of th e Rall y and test s was firs t rat e, while th e
gen erosi ty of the She ll Co . in providi ng fue l. map s a
se rv ice va n a nd th e Banana Rall y troph y for the winn er
of th e even t, ca nno t be overem phas ised .

Results : 1st eq ua l, C. Me Leo d (1922 Sunbeam 24 /60)
an d M . MacD onald ( 1927 Roll s R oyce '20'); 3rd . D .
McPhee, 1924 Min erv a ; 4th . J . Broad. 1924 Bentley
3 litre.

The Intrepid Cadillac Collector by Noel !\'leMilIan

P ART 2 (C o ntinued fro m D ecember issue)

In thi s w a y, th e C a d ill ac made an oily departure
from F o xt on fo llowed at a safe di st ance by th e

1929 De So to com plete with w at chful occu pants

wh o were to pick up a ny mi scell aneous parts

th at might happ en to be s hed en r oute.

It w as p revi ousl y a r ra nged that we wo u ld sto p

a t Sa nso n for the purpose of tel ephoning Auck­

land to g iv e th em a progress report, a nd so o n
arrival at Sa n so n I handed over the reins to the

capa ble h ands of Moses and Lawren ce wh o pushed

on a head while I phoned . The usual longwinded
dela ys in telephoning gave th em a fa ir st art o n

Br yce and me, so afte r we had cl apped o n all

sai l in the D e So to w e fin all y s ig h ted th em o n th e

horizon . A s w e drew cl ose r, I perceived th at they

were immobile, a nd tw o d ejected figures a t the

rear o f th e c ar were exam in ing the le ft re a r tyr e .
One guess was su ffic ie n t-a puncture.

] w ill not gi ve a w ord fo r word d escriptio n o f

all th at happened and w as sai d in th e next few
m oments. S u ffice it to say that so m e of the things

that were sa id ca n not be repeated here .

At a ny ra te, we fin ally fitted o ne of o ur spare

tyres and after topping up the radiator a nd a

brief push , w e were o n th e way again .
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All wen t well until we h ad covere d q ui te a few

m ile s , how man y I ca n' t exac t ly rem ember. but
sud denly th e hill s were shaken by a n erve sh a tt er­

ing bang which was followed b y a most d isa g ree ­

a ble bumping se nsa tio n. Thi s latest d isast e r was

reveal ed as be in g a bl owout, a nd o n the sa m e
w heel th at w as punctured before. D u r in g th e

wheel changing performance a n A . M .0 . (w ith

tr ansv erse sp r ings a nd eight cylinders) a rr iv ed .

con ta in in g a n in ebriated M a ori ge n t who asked

whether everything w a s in o rd e r , and upon lo ok ­

ing under tbe bonnet a pp ea re d conside ra bl y a we­
s tr ic ken a t what he saw.

It w as a gre ed to m ake for P at ea a n d spe nd th e
night there but unfortunately o ur pl ans were

fo iled a bou t forty m ile s so u th o f P a tea , w hen

ye t a no ther blowout m anifest ed it self 011 the sa me

wheel. Our s tock of spare tyres w a s now ex­

hau sted, and so we were forced to abandon shi p

a nd push o n to P atea as it wa s nea rl y tea tim e.
All hands pil ed aboard the D e Soto and we

a rrived at Patea in tim e for tea. After boo k ing in

a t one of the 'loca l h otels , we em barked o n a

tour o f in spection of th e lo cal ga rages in searc h

of a tyre. At the fir st est a blishment vis ited , th e

proprietor looked at me as if T had asked hi m



for the C ro wn Jew els, but a t the seco nd ga rage,
11 faint glimmer of hope began to appea r. T he
man in cha rge of the pla ce clim bed away up in
the rafters and was go ne quite some tim e bef or e
he finally re-appea red lib erall y festoon ed with
co bwebs but , whack0 , with a ClOO x 2 1 tyre. He
expla ined that it was only a re tre ad a ble casing
but I was thankfu l that it was a tyre . Two pounds
were handed over for th is pri ze which was
triumphantl y placed aboa rd the D e Sot o in read i­
ness for the morrow. A new tube was a lso pur­
ch ased to supple me nt our ver y depleted stoc ks of
same

1 he following morning found us bac k a t tl1.:
scene of the pre viou s da y's disaster. M uch to our
ch ag rin , the wheel spa nner became frac tured dur­
ing the wheel cha ng ing, but after co nside ra ble
thought it was hastily patched up with a length of
broken wind ow winde r cab le.

It was a rra nged that I should push on a hea d, as
the other members of the party had a slight detour
to make in the vicinit y of Stra tford, a nd when
in due course I o bserved them appro aching in the
rear vision mirror, we stopped to discu ss future
a rra ngeme nts.

As tim e and hun ger were cree ping on , we agreed
to ma ke fo r hom e a t top speed. Ran Moses took
ove r the whe el, and in no tim e we were ofl . At
about thi s point I noti ced that I was err ing on the
generous side with oil in th e sump becau se the
interior of the car look ed as if a min or co nflagra­
tion had star ted in it th e mu ffler finishing under
the front sea t and pr oje cting clou ds of blue smoke
up th rough the floor. Such fu n! As if tha t was n't
enough, the ca pless ra dia to r every no w and aga in
tre ated us to an im ita tio n o f the Rotorua geyse rs .

To my pr ofound as to nishme nt, the old girl went
like a tr ain for man y miles, thou gh I sho uld have
known it wouldn ' t last. Af ter pulling up Mt Mes­
senger for so me time in seco nd gear, the engine
began running in a most erra tic manner, co ughed
spas mo dica lly, then sto pped co mpletely, as usual
choosing a marvellou s place to do so .

On one side the re was a shee r drop of a bout
four hundred feet , and on the o ther a shee r bush
clad hill of quite impressive height. The ca r had
co nve niently come to rest midw ay betw een two
rather sharp bends. We all gathered ar ound the
sleeping monster, and specula ted as to the ca use
of the tr ou ble . Wh ile we were specula ting, Keith
Lawrence stepped into the breach with com me nd­
able promptitude and removed the car burettor
bowl. After one look inside, it didn 't tak e a genius
to figur e out what was wrong (tha t let me out a ny-

"Engine room of the Codillac." Photo N. McMil lon

how). In it we found abo ut a cup ful of mixed
so lids and also a liberal quantity of H .2.0. After
th is was disposed of, we were fre e of fuel trouble
for the rem ai nder of the trip .

The next stop (voluntary), was made a t Mokau,
where a very nice tea was enjoyed amongst the
pleasant seaside surro undings. We checked the
petrol tank there in the Ford T manner, viz ., inser t
clean stick in tank. pull out same, and your gu ess
is as good as min e.

Nothing of mu ch int er est now took place, until
we had passed Te Kuiti and as we were now on
the "Main Highway" we hoped to make bett er
tim e eve n though night had fa llen. During Ran 's
turn a t the wheel, we wer e somewhere between
Otoroh anga and Te Aw amutu when an oncoming
high beam me rch ant appea red over a small rise
ab out one hundred yards ahead. Visibility was not
the best as light rain was falling, and so Ran
flicked the dip switch to the dip position . Although
we had used the dipswitch severa l times pri or to
thi s we had not been treated to the very novel
feature that occurred just then, becau se the lights,
instead of dip ping , went out altogether. To say
thi s was discon certing would be a masterpiece of
und erstatement, and R an was obliged to drive
with one band on the wheel, the other franti cally
fiddling with the dipswit ch, and his head out of
the windo w tr ying to see through the murk .
Finall y the dipswitch made co ntact, the lights were
restored , and our hearts returned from our mouths
to their rightful place s.

At Hamilton the tank was once again filled, and
after wha t seemed an eternity because of lack of
sleep, we arrived a t the corner of my stre et. Home
at last ! Goods and chattels were ro ughly sorted
out, a nd [ walk ed in at I a .m.

And so concluded our little journey into the
unkn own to capture a Vintage Cadillac, the mo st
importa nt thing being that we all ar rived back
sa fely after quite an enjoyable weekend.
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Timaru Notes
Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.), South Canterbury Branch

D. A. Nicholson

President: H. W. Mercer

Waimate Gala Day, Saturday,

28th December, 1957

In answer to an urgent plea to provide a display
of Veteran cars at the Christmas-New Year gala
in Waimate, members C. Nicholson, 1907 Cadil­
lac; D. Oddie, Darracq; A. Averis, Singer Junior;
J. Hogg, 1902 Rambler; D. Nicholson, Mercedes,
motored to Waimate and took part in the pro­
cession through the main street, and with their
gleaming brass and coachwork provided a marked
contrast to the local "bombs", which were the
type seen in any Varsity "Procesh", Among the
"bombs" were a 1918 6 cylinder Buick worthy of
restoration, and a rather original 1922 Itala limou­
sine , also, to take the eye of the connoisseur, was
a very rare 1903 (curved dash) Oldsmobile run­
ning under its own power, but in need of restora­
tion.

Among the agricultural machinery, was a really
massive one-lunger "Sei ve-wheel" tractor of
ancient vintage which was motoring very well.
Highlight of the run in the eyes of the local mem­
bers , was the fact that John Hogg's 1902 Rambler

2 KING STREET, TIMARU
and

MAIN ROAD, WASHDYKE

Phones : Day 1576, Night 2181K

We have Acres of Cars. If We Have
Not Got It, We Can Get It .

Ring - Write - Call

•
Remember The Name

Car Wreckers

Remember The Phone
1576

Remember The Address
2 King Street, Timaru
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Secretary: O. A. Nicholson Flat 1, Fire Station, Timaru

had at last made its Debut, and motored along
very smoothly without shedding its fly-wheel, or
showing any signs of distress. No doubt we shall
see more of this rare car in the near future.

Dunedin-Brlghton Run, 1958

Seven cars were entered from S.C.V .C.C . C.
Nicholson , Cadillac ; D. Oddie, Darracq; G.
Mehrtens, Reo; L. Smaille, 1902 Jeffery Rambler;
A. Averis, Overland ; H . Mercer, Ford ; D. Nichol­
son, Mercedes. All enjoyed the hospitality of the
Scots "Village" , and were loud in their praise
of the facilities offered at Otago Motors Garage,
and the dispatch with which the driving tests
was conducted. The first and only casualty the
branch has sulTered on this run was J. Hogg's
Rambler (under the guidance of Mr L. Smaile)
which had to abandon the run just 2 miles
from Brighton and the zero hour of 3 p.m. show­
ing on the clock. The cause of the slow run was
a badly slipping top-gear clutch, and the car was
trailered home. Better luck next year, John . On
the return run to Timaru, A. Averis had the mis­
fortune to fire-up a con-rod bearing in his bor­
rowed Overland at Waimate, but on removing
the oil-pan, the reason was soon apparent. Some
previous person had severed and blocked the
oil feed line to the splash troughs for no appar­
ent reason . This being the third bearing to fire up
in two years, I should ha zard a guess, that the
trouble will not recur.

The Nicholson Cadillac found its way to Lee
Stream as usual on the Sunday after the run , and
after the picnic motored on its way to Middle­
march. Old identities soon recalled its previous
journey through that centre, for in 1908, the
original owner, Mr Hunter Weston, motored from
Middlemarch, through Moonlight Valley, to Pal­
merston, and on to Christchurch, and provided
the district with its first motor accident, when Mr
W. Kirkland, the passenger, was thrown out and
broke his ankle at Hyde. He was brought back to
Middlemarch, where the train was stopped, and
he was transported to Mosgiel hospital. The only
comment of the author is that the car is going
just as well now as 50 years ago, and the roads
have been improved a little .



80 Years

Agent for Timaru and Surrounding
District

Th e New Singer is a product of the ski 1I
a nd craftsmansh ip gained in the experi­
ence of e ighty progressive years. From
the smallest detail to its outstanding
pe rfo rma nce th e NEW SINGER offers
posi t ive proof that in the long run ex­
pe rience counts .

JOHN DOWLING
125 EVANS STREET - T1MARU

ALSO FOR THE FINEST AND MOST
REASONA BLY PRICED USED CARS IN

THE DISTRICT

th an A nd rew a nd Moll ie Ander son. Andy was
heard to rem ark th at he has as yet to use 3 ca rs
on a jo urn ey to Dunedin, ha ving o n previou s
occasions o n ly blown up 2.

Coming Events In South Canterbury
Cen tennia l Vetera n Rally, Centennial Ye ar da te

to be fixed .
Mt Co ok Rally, Lab our weekend, Vint age a nd

Vetera n.

Notes On Recent Activities of Members

Hu gh Me rcer has acqui red a Model R 4 cylin der
Hu pmobile, a nd has it in dry sto rage wh ile he is
res toring his Ov erla nd and Ro ver.

C lu b Ca pta in Co lin West o by is Iit ting lon g
ran ge tanks, a nd a lighter flywheel to his 12/50
Alvi s in p rep ara tion fo r P icton , an d is looki ng for
a Vetera n to repl ace the Dar racq .

Do n Oddie has disposed of the 3 lit re Bentley
to John Kenned y of D unedi n an d has been look ­
ing a t a very tid y 4 cy linder Ansaldo, with the
Picto n Run in sigh t.

1im E llens has pa tiently ove rhau led his 2
cylind er Hum ber mot o r, a nd is methodicall y re­
build ing the coachwo rk to the origina l pattern, the
target being the 1958 Mount Cook Rall y.

T erry Wil son is mak ing pr ogress on his Fiat
(tipo Ze ro) a nd is en te ring for the Picron Ra lly.

Ali en Averis has his 190 <J Overla nd ready to
receive the sta rk rac e-about body and will soo n
be co m pe ting with it.

Roger Mahan is we ll o n th e way with his 3
litre Bentley, a nd hop es to be co mpe ting a t P icton .

Geoff Mehrtens is also th in kin g over the pos­
sibilities o f jo in ing th e cava lca de to Picton in
his Reo .

Ch ristma s Ev e saw a 6 cy linder Ansa ldo o n
t0W passing through Ti ma ru, with a cr ew of two
well-known per son al ities o n board . no ne other------======--------'
What it was

SOLUTION TO THE DECEMBER QUIZ

This was a Qu iz that de feat ed everyone, th ough
a close ins pectio n of the radi at o r badge wo uld
have di sclosed th at it was in th e fo rm of a sta r.
The ca r was in fac t a 1909 12 h.p. Sta r, and is seen
a t the s ta rt of a She lsley Walsh hill cl im b, a t which
it won with eas e the o pe n even t in l rni n 38sec.

Star cars wer e manu factured at Wolverhampton ,
England, and as a tour ing ca r, of which there wer e
a lwa ys severa l mod els in produc tio n, they estab-

lish ed a very go od rep u ta tio n fo r quality and per­
forman ce durin g the Ed wa rd ia n peri od, a nd th is
was further enha nce d a fter the war wh en a range
of ca rs simila r in ma ny respects to ce rtain Sun­
beam mod els was o n the market. Li ke so man y
other co nce rns that refu sed to sac ri fice qu ality to
the demands of qu antity, the Star M otor Com­
pan y fe ll a victim to the depression ea rly in the
I<j30's.

Sta r ca rs were regul arl y im po r ted into thi s co un­
try duri ng the vin tage period, and some of those
th at rem ain sho uld be wo r thy of rest oration by
enthusiasts .

What is it?
H ere is th e latest Ca r Quiz fo r Bead ed Wh eels

readers. See if yo u ca n ide ntify the veh icle in thi s
pho to, an d pos t yo ur gu ess to the Au ckland
Ed itor, P . V. Max well , 38 Golf Avenue, O ta huhu.
The Names of th e kn owled gea ble toge th er with
o ther int er est ing deta ils o f th e machine a nd its
'ma nufacturers :~ i ll appear in thenext issue .
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Canterbury Notes
Vintage Car Club N.Z. ( Inc.) , Canterbury Branch .

Chairman: R. S. Turnbull Hon . Sec .: R. J Cummins, 23 Randolph St. , Christchurch

Little ha s happened in and around Christchur ch Noggin and Nat ter evenings a re aga in iril full
during the past two months, most members having swing once a month and it was encouraging to
retired quietl y after the Pennzo il Vet eran Rall y hear the rema rks of intend ing co mpe tito rs to Pi e-
to Rangiora to indulge in a little relax ati on over tun , as to just what they int ended do ing to their
the festi ve season. ca rs be fore the eve nt. Ca n terb ury is a big Bran ch

Those who bad sufficiently recovered from both and we sho u ld be ab le to turn out a big entry,
and who were not departing for annual vaca tions but let 's mak c it qu alit y as well as qu antity when
gathered themselves and their autos together and we bring our Vintage cars out in to the public
departed for Dunsandel. so me 25 miles so uth of gaze fo r the firs t time.
Ch ristchurc h on the main road to participat e 111 Iri shman as so me o f you kno w has been post -
a gymkhana. pon ed until Qu een 's Birthday weeke nd. sheep-

From all accounts the outing was a success in ski ns we have no doubt will be ver y nece ssary.
spite of aftern oon rain. It has been rumou red that Perh aps yo u have a friend wh o has just returned
one veteran car owner was noticed durin g the fro m the Antarcti c!
cours e of the day to be wandering around his car , In cidentally those of you who are still unfin-
clutching, in one hand a polishing cloth and in the ancia l wo n' t be read ing th is issue or the next
other a feather du ster. Hugh Foster owns up to unless yo ur subscr iptions are paid , so let's hope
the po lishing cloth but a bsolutely den ies the a frie nd will pass on the message, that Beaded
feather du ster. How do the se rumours star t? Wh eels is well worth gelling FR EE as a member,

----------

To the Editor
Dear Madam,

The December Editorial spa r ked off a train of
thought, which, after som e adjustment to the mix­
ture, ran so me thing like this-A Mu seum Exhibit
certainly should be a ll original , but if some irrevo­
ca ble modification has a lready been performed,
then the fact should be sta ted on the accompany­
ing display card.

However, for Club purposes, rallies, tri als and
the Concours, then some types of modi fication
should be accepted with approval. Others a re not
to be countenanced. A third, borderline class,
might ,be' condoned as of necessity in enablirigthe
vehicleto appear at all. A knotty probl em , admit­
tedly, but the time seems ripe when a lead could
be given to Members so they can know what is
acceptable and what is " just not done" .

A list classified under the three headings would
be of great help to Judges. Just to set the ball roll­
ing, this writer would suggest a cla ssificat ion as
follows.

APPROVED. An ything necessitat ed by pre­
sent Traffic Regulations. (Modern br ak e-linings,
two matching headlamps, rea r-view mirror, red
reflectors, automatic screen wiper, sa fety-glass,
the additi on of a hand-brake lever, at least one
brake ' acting directly on wheels). All replace-
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rnent parts even if of recent manufacture and o f
mo dern mate rial (T imkin bearings, neoprene oil­
sea ls, light a llo y pistons, wheels converted to
stra ight-side if the co rre ct B.E . tyre s unobtainable
but type of wheel and tread di ameter should be
re ta ined as near as possible). Modern paint, such
as Dulux, provided the co lour is appropriat e
(this will las t bette r than an y va rn ish job) . Mod­
ern upholstery and hood material but the work
to be done in the original style (buttons and
pleat s. etc .,). Clea r plastic in place of celluloid
wind ows. All item s classed as acc essories, but pre­
fera bly of old type (speedometer, clock , A.A.
badge, side-screens, tool box , lugg age rack, etc. ).
Anything which will add definitely to reliability,
dependabilit y and "do cility" of the vehicle such
as the addition of ca rburettor heating or a hot­
spo t on a lon g manifold . This is a " must" on a ny
Veteran not so equipped originally. Its lack is
the prime cau se of the un accountable stoppages
which delight spec ta tors but infuriate the unfor­
tun ate driver. A period o f slow running will
cho ke up a long mani fold with raw petrol and
when the throttle is opened a littl e the engine dies
ignominiously. Not a go od ad vertisement for the
Club. (verb , sap.) Ca rbure ttor or coil and con­
den seLfeplacem ents of any type, but it would be -



preferable to have an old type coi l re-wound.
Modern tool s in tool-kit.

NOT APPROVED. Hybridisat ion (engine or
gearbox repl aced in tot o with another ma ke.
Body co nversions, unless authentic as to year and
make . Modern disc-wheels and balloon tyres, but
this item may eventua lly have to be accepted.
An y form of "hod-rod-ing" by raising compress­
ion rat io unle ss the vehicle is a really good Vint­
age type with ample safety margin in the design
of the engin e bearings, co n-rods, gudgeons, etc .
Garish colour schemes unles s very well authenti­
ca ted, Badly done paint work showing brush
mark s or a ro ugh surface obviously not properly
prepar ed a nd rubb ed-dow n. Modern mult i­
coloured electric wiring. (Black was pract ically
uni versal). Corruga ted, concertina type radi ator
hose . Any altera tions to the vehicle controls . (A
hybrid vehicle might be acce pta ble if unbranded
and simply ent ered as a 'Special" as is done in
motor racing circles. T his may be advisa ble in
encouraging additiona l entr ies in events and to
help some enthusiast who has not yet found a
complete vehicle).

ACCEPTED (with regret) PROVIDED THE
OWNER H AS ST ATED T HE FACT. Replace­
ment of unit s missing when vehicle found (car­
burettor, magnet o, etc.). The addition of a fan

Rust Removed
In a Flash

You can sa ve many a weary hour to iling
with eme ry pa per on those Vete ra n Car
Parts .

We can res to re any old metal to its
fo rme r beauty, and if you wish , we will
t reat it with cold gal van ized pa int to pro­
tect it fro m fu ture de te riora tio n .

BROWN SANDBLASTING
CO. LTD.

64 Fitzgerald Avenue
(Corner of St . Asaph Street)

PHONE 77-048
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if vehicle prone to overheating. Ign ition convers­
ions such as fitting of magn eto to avoid batt ery
tr oubles with long period s of storage and no use.
Electri c lightin g conversions provided the original
lamp cases are retained. The addition of shock ­
absorbers on a Vint age model but not a Veter an .
Addition of auxiliary oil tank . Use of vacuum­
tank or petrol pump either mech an ical or electric,
if found necessary for hill work.

Yours, etc.,
Rex Port er.

De ar Mad am,
I thought you may like to publi sh the follow­

ing letter in your quarterl y bulletin. It is a word
for word copy of a lett er which appeared in the
Janu ar y 1957 issue of Ford Times mag azine.

Yours, etc.,
A. M. Charlto n.

"Dear Sirs,
In my shelves I recentl y foun d som e new

model T par ts: two knuck le joints, ten roll er
bearing F wheels, three hub caps, two back wheel
axle bearings, five outer and seven inner bearing
races and two brass horn s with bulb s. I'll sell
them on a first-com e basis.

W. J . Peterson , Akron, N.Y : '

Dear Madam ,
In your Editorial of the December issue of

"Beaded Wheel s" you make men tion of a contro­
versy over the definiti on of Vint age that arose
some year s ago in the then N .Z.S.C.c. As one of
those directly involved in the matter may I throw
some light on the affair and comment also in a
more general way up on the whol e problem of de­
finition .

Th e controve rsy in point arose over a ca r
which was being raced in sprints and beach races
by my brother and myself und er the name of
Sunbeam Specia l. Thi s vehicle cons isted of a
1929 20.9 h.p. Sunbeam engin e and gearbox
mounted in a chass is, the front end of which was
all tha t remained of the only Anzani engi ned
Marend ez Special to have com e to New Zealand
and the rear end part of an An sald o chassis
which we happened to have over from some years
of dr iving those very pleasant Italian tourers. The
rear axle was 12-50 Alvis, a spare which remai n­
ed in the gar age after possession of two versio ns
of that marque, and was mounted on Alvis
springs and joined to the 'beam box by a modified
Alvis prop shaft. Th e front ax le, wheels and
springs were Mar endez as was the steering box.
The steering wheel was all that remained of a
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Stocks of Tyres and Usefu l Pa rt s

fo r Vin ta ge Enthusiasts at

reasonable pr ices.

We Wreck

Early Model Cars

pr oving the brea thing, weig ht redu ct ion , altera ­
tion of gear ra tios, pa ring flywhee ls, ra isin g co m­
pression ra tios, sho rte ning whee lbases, etc. Sub ­
sti tu tion of engines in o the r chassis was no t un­
known before 1931. T he re is one 12-50 Al vis in
N ew Zea lan d with a mu ch sho r tened chassis.
T he abbrevia tion occu rred I believe abou t 1928­
29 whe n th e then owner was using th e ca r ex­
ten sively for beach racing. T his makes th e matter
of per missible mod ificat ion a very con fu sed iss ue .
Perh ap s it is easier to decide wha t is no t per­
missible than wha t is. r wou ld sugges t tha t the
fo llowi ng wou ld re nder a ca r inelligible for Vint­
age classificat ion. Replacem ent of the engine,
gea rbox, rear axle, fro nt axle, or chassis with a
unit designed after 1930.

M odi fication is surely a matter of co nsc ience.
If one is fo r tuna te eno ugh to obtain a good vint­
age ca r th at has not a lread y been mod ified J feel
it would be un desira ble to mess a bo ut with it.
H ow ever, if the ca r, as is more likely, has a lready
bee n extensively bu tch ered , one th en has to de­
cide whet her 10 a ttem pt a facsimil e restoration,
or whe ther to rebuild a ca r in keepi ng with the
spirit of the time , with a body generally in kee p­
ing with the period. I see no thing unreasonable
in shortening the wheelbase of a car from w hic h
the decayed limou sine body has lon g since de­
pa rted and probably been replaced with a truck
tray. in order to build a close co upled tou ring
body of a type typical of the period . Nor do I

Otahuhu

•
JONESw.

a leyard Road

1924 Cros ley , the first ca r eve r ow ned by my
brother. T he radiat or was o r igina lly an ex-P40
oil radi at or but was later re placed by a circa 1924
Overl and radi at or. Except for so me mod ificat ion
of the inducti on sys tem and fittin g a modern ca r­
burettor the engine was sta nda rd, a lthough in the
co urse of development the co nnec ting rod s were
mod ified . With th e exce ption of the oi l and
wa ter temp erature gau ges the instruments were
vintage. T he single sea t was mod ern , alumini um,
ex-a ircraft. T he dat e of assem bly of the he tero ­
geneo us coll ec tion of vinta ge meta l was J947. T he
bo dy was very much hom e built an d looked even
sha bbier an d older in fashi on than that on
Davenports "Spide r." (Whew! ! ! - Ed .)

My brother and I maintained th at as the essen­
tial s of engine, chassis, suspe ns ion. axles and
wheels wer e of vintage manufacture the car was
therefo re entitled to vintage classificat ion . In this
view we were suppor ted by th e V.S.c.c. of Great
Brit ain an d th e car was run in thi s class as long
as th e Sunbeam engine rem ained int act. Unfor­
tunately while chasing a possible FTD at a small
hill clim b my bro ther waived d iscr eti on and the
engi ne succ umb ed to 5600 in second . No rma lly
we limited ou rse lves to 4600. T he car was th en
raced with an Amer ican engine ins ta lled , bu t re­
cen tly was so ld less engi ne to an enthusias t who
int end s ins ta lling a very vin tage engi ne once
aga in. So the old girl may once aga in regai n her
happier classifica tio n.

H ow ever to come to th e po in t a t issue-to
mod ify o r not to modify. Perh a ps it is eas ier to
co ns ide r the probl em if we were to th ink of three
classifica tions as is the rule in England, Ve te ran,
Edwardia n, and Vintage . T he Veteran s o f pre­
1905 have historical impo r ta nce. and obviously
the aim is to restore as closely as possible to the
or iginal condition . Rather th an int erfere with
orig ina lity to gain mobility I feel it would be
better to have a car as an immobile mu seum
piece . T he Ed wardians are a di fferent proposi­
tion . The better ones are eve n tod ay, if dri ven
with br aking distances in mind , still pr acti cable
road ca rs, but I feel it would be fa lsifyi ng history
to modify th ese few survivo rs so lely to gai n pr ac­
tica bility fo r ever yday use. T he real problem lies
with the Vin tag e vehicle. The majo rity of cars of
this era a re co mplete ly pr acti cal veh icles for
everyday use. The bes t of them are delightful.
Many of the to uring cars of thi s era were under­
developed, de liberately so, by the manufacturers .
A t the time of their manu facture th is was rea di ly
recognised by man y spo rting drivers an d many a
com pa ra tively sta id vehicle was modified by 1111-
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feel there is anyth ing reprehensible in replacing
the ve ry worn Cla udel Ho bson o n a 20-60 Sun­
beam with a more recentl y mad e So lex a nd so
improving not o nly th e performance but also the
pe trol con sumption fro m 16 m .p.g. to 24 m.p.g.
Nor with better petrol availa ble is th ere a ny loss
o f virtue if, after co nsu lting th e rod s, sha ft , a nd
lub ricati on syst em , a mi ld lift in co m pression
ra tio is ind ulged in . Surely too th er e is no sin if a
3.78 rati o is gra fted int o a n ax le housing th at con­
tain ed a 5.1 ra tio to dr ag dow agers a nd an un­
reason abl y heavy bod y aro und . Mod ern shock
a bsorbers make m any a Vintag e veh icle co n tro l­
lable with more ease. A nd if anyone ever re­
co vers th e twin cam Sunbeam eng ine that is re­
puted to be in a launch up Au ckl and wa y a nd
pu ts it in a no ther vin tage chass is, sho uld he be
co nde m ned? Is th e man a pervert wh o ha s a
World War I aero engi ne a nd is sco uring th e
co un try fo r a suita ble late Ed wardian or early
Vinta ge chassis in whi ch to install it? By all
means let us not co unte na nce the mutilati on of
a car in specimen condition , o r co nditio n in
which restoration to o rig ina l is reason abl y poss­
ib le, but sur ely "ind ivid ua lity, so lid worth, a nd
fu nc tiona l elega nce" a re a lso prese nt in man y
de veloped ver sion s of the vintage.

W he n th e V.S.c.c. of G rea t Brita in was
fo rme d in 1934, the word Vintage wa s chosen fo r
its emotive co nno ta tions of, wo r th a bo ve the ord­
inar y, qu alit y, cho iceness . It is perhaps a pit y
th at it has become bas ta rdised in our mov em ent
to mean a ny th ing prior to 3 1st December, 1930.
A glance through th e member ship list shows
man y mot or cars which, a ltho ug h the y may hav e
been manu factured within th e peri od are vinega r
rather th an wi ne , witho ut the merit of technical
innova tio n o r craftsma nsh ip, and in so me cases
as chea ply mad e, ill concei ved, a nd as da ngerou s
to ha ndl e as a ny o f th e pr oduct s of the thirt ies
which so apa lled the or igina l fo u nde rs o f the
Vin tage movemen t. ) wo uld mu ch rather possess
a mod ified ver sion of a fine ca r than a mint con­
d itio n of one of th ese.

Yo urs, e tc ., W. Easterbrock-Srnith .

Dea r Ma dam ,
Fo r the pas t three yea rs the F ia t Register has

bee n in o pera tio n to ca te r for ow ne rs o f all type s
of Fi at ca r, and on beh alf of our organ isation I
am endeavo uring to co mpi le a detail ed list o f a ll
rare, ea r ly. and inter esting spe cime ns still surviv­
ing . We have members a nd co rresponde nts in
New Zeal a nd , A us tra lia, th e United Sta tes, Italy.
Spain a nd th e Leban on alrea d y.

Would a nyone wi th a vintage Fia t who is in­
te reste d let me ha ve th e follo wing dat a on thei r
ca rs:

Type N o., da te of manuf actu re , dat e of origina l
reg istra tio n, engi ne a nd chassis No's, bod y type,
hist or y, any kn own modifi cati on s from fac to ry
spe cifica tion , and a pho tog raph (if po ssibl e).

G oo d luck to a ll fe llow vintage enthusiast s 111

New Zeal a nd.
Yours, etc ., Mi ch ael Sedgwick .

P .S.: Our orga nisa tion in addi tio n to running th e
usu al rall ies, oper at es a techn ical library, a spares
exc ha nge serv ice . Me mbers ca rs range fro m a
1900 rea r -engined flat-twin to cur ren t 600's a nd
1100's. 9 So uth Drive, Fe lpham,

Bognor Regi s, Su ssex, U.K.

Classified Advertisements
CLASSIF IED ADV ERTIS EMEN TS

RAT ES

CLUB ME MBERS: F ree for first three lines (approx .
25 words); thereafter 1/- per line (8 words).

NON-MEMB ERS : 5/ - for first three lines or less; there­
afte r 1/ - per line.

To be accepted all advertisements must be typed and
be accompanied by the necessary remittance and must
be in the hand s of the Edit or not later than the 15th
dav of the mo nth before pub licatio n date.

Special display advertisements of cars for sale com ­
plete with photos may be inserted at specia l and very
reasona ble rates, for details of which serv ice write to
the Ed itor.

WA NTE D: T o help res to re 1908 Va ux ha ll
Specia l, rac ed by W. 1. Scott, C hris tchu rc h.
Radiator or informa tio n leading to sa me fo r
"Y," "A " or Prince H enry- Fl at or V' ed . Con­
tact Jack N ewall, 2 1 Black ett St re et, Rangiora.
'Pho ne 6 15, Ran giora.

F O R SA LE: 1922 D avis Sedan . 1924 Bui ck Co upe .
Both ca rs need a lot of wo rk don e on th e bod y­
wo rk but bot h would make exc ellen t vintage
car s. The Davis has four-wheel hydraul ic br ak es.
Wh at offe rs? E. Pasley, T aurewa, N ati on al Park .

WIRING DIAGRAM S: I have Wi rin g Di agr ams
of eve ry a utomobile ma n ufac tured in A me rica
be tween 1912 a nd 1930. All ma kes-mod els­
a nd years . Also dat a on most electrical eq uip­
ment in use.
Se nd de tails of wh at you require a nd 2s Gd for
each diag ra m.

E . Pasley , Taur ew a , N ati on al P ark .

WANTED: Marc h 1955 a nd June 1955 co pies of
Beaded Wh eels. Con tac t Sec re ta ry, 20 Hack­
th orne Road, Cashme re , Christchu rc h.
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Gener a l Motors New Zealand Limit ed ,

Ba uverie Street, Pe tone , a nd at Upper Hutt

1909 OAKLAHD MODEL ''10'
Introduced in 1909, when Oakland
joined the General Motors Corporation .
Power ed by 0 f our-cyl inder eng ine,
develo p ing 40 horsepo wer. The
cyli nders of this engi ne were cost in
pa irs, similar to a four -cylinder mot or
cycl e engine. W ith 0 112 in ch wheel ­
base, the Oakland M od el ' 40 ' wa s 0
full f ive-seater . 34/1 wh e els, 4" tyres ,
.. eig h t 2000 pound s.

1913 CHEVROLET 'BABY <;RANO'
One o f the ea r l iest Chevro le t s. The
f lat dash a nd angu la r cow l wh ich
: harocter ised t he ear ly Chev rol et con
be seen to advan tag e on this model.
I t wa s powe red by 0 four-c y li nder
vo lve- in -he od eng ine developing 2 1.7
h .p . A full f ive-seater , i t hod 0 104 "
.. heelba se, weighed 2,37 5 pounds a nd
so ld f or 87 5 dollars.

1905 BUICK MODEL 'C'

Powered by a two- cyli nder vo lve - in­
head 22 h .p , engine loca ted un der t he
body a nd c ra nked from the sid e.
Dr iven by 0 cen tra l chai n f ror n th e
engine to the rea r axl e. W ater and
pe t ro l tanks mounted u nder th e hood .
Plan e tar y tran smission, two forwa rd
a nd one reverse speeds. Cone clu tch,
spri ng t ensi oned . 85" whe elba se, 56"
tr ead , 30 " a r t i l le ry spok ed whee ls.
Weig ht J ,740 pounds. Price, w ith extras
1,200 dollars.

MOTORSGENERAL

Chevrolet, Va uxhall , Holden, Ponticc, Oldsmobilc,

Buick Cad iliac Cars . Bedford and Ch evrolet

Truck s. Frigidaire Hou sehold Appliances. G.M.
Die sel

1906 CADILLAC MODEL 'M' TOURING CAR
The 1906 Cadillac catalague claimed: "No effart or expense
ha s been spared ta make the 1906 Cadillac all tha t could
be wished or in a light fam ily car. It is capable of a speed
of 25 to 30 miles an hour . . .
The general design is of surpassing beauty and, with our
superb finish, gives it a tone of quiet richness which will not
be excelled".

The 1906 Cadillac Madel 'M' Touring Car had a one-cyl inder
engine, rated at 9.7 horse-power. This engine had been used
by Cadillac sin ce its beginning, in 1902. The weight of the
Model 'M' was 1,578 pouds, and it had a wheelbase of 76".
The pri ce of the Cadillac Model 'M ' was 9 50 dollars . .
1,025 dollars with Cape Carte top and lamps were not
included in e it he r price.

Advertising enquirie s to be addr es sed to th e Advertis ing Manager, J . S. P. Palm er, 20 Hackthorne Rood, Christchurch ,
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