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E ditozial

There are few persons interested in the evolution of the
motor car who have not at one time or another debated
the fate of the steam car. The apparent demise of this
type of car at a comparatively early stage in motoring
history is a mystery (o a great number of persons most
of whom have never even seen a steam car much less one
in going order.

Those who have known steam vehicles in the past are
usually quick to point out the virlues of silence, good
acceleration and simplicity of transmission, but either
slow or unwilling to define the vices or difficulties pecul-
iar to this form of locomotion with the result that a very
large number of persons seem to regard the demise of the
steam car as an untimely mystery, 1L is not uncommon Lo
find the knowledgeable and not so knowledgeable earn-
estly debating the virtues and shortcomings of steam and
there are not a few suggestions that there may be a
revival of commercial interest in this form of motor
transport.

Did it die or was it killed? Was the steam car so far
ahead of its time that it has never gained the recognition
which it merits or was it an anachronism from the days
of Stephenson? Is it conceivable that there could be a
revival of interest in this field of automobile development
or has the steam car been firmly supplanted by the con-
ventional petrol engine. An even more controversial lopic
—Will the jet propelled car supersede the internal com-
bustion engine?

The view taken by some authorities is that the steam
car is dead, presumably because of its obvious and appar-
ently insurmountable shortcomings foremost of which is
its insatiable thirst. Clutton and Stanford in their excellent
book “The Vintage Motor Car™ say that the death war-
rant of the steam car as a racing vehicle was finally signed
as early as 1895 and conlinue to say that steam design
“remains a dead limb on the tree of motoring history™.
Max Pemberton, referring to the White steam car in his
book “The Amateur Motorist™ published in 1907, writes
“many engineers still believe that “steam™ is the power of
the future and will eventually prevail.” Could these sup-
porters of steamn be more far-sighted than ever the author
or any of us imagine? The pages of “Veteran and Edward-



ian Motor Cars.” by David Scott-Moncrieff. con-
tain many interesting and complimentary com-
ments on steam vehicles and give the impression
that the steam car took a lot longer time to die

than Messrs Clutton and Stanford would lead us
to believe.

And so the riddle remains—Is the steam car
dead or dormam?

Northern Natter . .

Chet Parker

¥Yintage and Veteran Car Club (Auckland Inc.)

President: B. McGinn

Hon. Secretary: M. Adams

Auckland Editor: P. ¥. Maxwell, 38 Golf Avenue, Otahuhu, Auckland.

As we approach mid-year 1958, it is interesting
to take stock of developments to date.

The Rotorua Rally. which has rightly become
the Club’s big annual attraction, was the maost
successful vet, and attracted more entranis than
ever. Even more important, the standard of the
compeling cars was immeasureably higher than
before. Very pleasing is the manner in which
some owners of what were in the past fairly
scruffy cars, are now getting cracking, and are in
fact vieing with each other at event after event
with cars in concours condition or nearly so.

The picnic meetings which are held 1w allow
even the most non-competitive minded to enjoy
themselves, are strangely enough not well attend-
ed, and frankly never have been. However, when-
ever there is a trial or a run to another centre,
there is plenly of enthusiasm and plenty of
entrants, which must tell us something or other?

A small contingent of good cars attended the
Morthcote Borough's Anniversary Day celebra-
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tions early in April, on which occasion a parade
of transport through the years from colonial days
was staged, The borough officials were pleased at
the showing, and this once more proves the point
that certain of these civic affairs are well worth
supporting.

Always popular are gymkhanas, and quite a
few of our drivers are becoming adept at the
driving tests. The Waikato is rapidly becoming
more and more vintage minded, and on April
I5th. at Te Rapa, an excellent gymkhana was
held with a fine muster of cars [rom Auckland,
Huntly. Hamilton, and Rotorua. The Hamilton
boys need no lessons in conducting such an event,
and we look forward to them arriving at the next
gvmkhana in Auckland.

Interest in newly discovered vehicles continues
to absorb people, and the numbers are still grow-
ing, for at Te Rapa were seen in all their glory,
several most exciting cars not well known in the
MNorth before.
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1925 20/60 Sunbeom Sports Towrer of P, V. Moxwell arriving ot the Show Grounds at the cenclusion of the

Rotorua Raolly, in which it goined first place.
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George Gilltrap in his inimitable manner has
discovered and put inte commission a very rare
Wolseley Sports two-seater light car of circa
1923. This charming little car with its pointed
tail and gleaming coachwork is probably the only
one in New Zealand of the small number ever
produced, and George would like to hear of any-
one with knowledge of the type.

To George however, the most thrilling acquisi-
tions for a long time and there have certainly
been a few tasty acquisitions, are that beautiful
brace of veterans so long on the outskirts of the
movement—ithe 1901 (or thereabouts) Panhard,
and the circa 1905 Clement Bayard that prev-
iously belonged to Lou Renaldi. These fine cars
are velerans indeed, and in delightful condition.

In the absence of sufficient veterans, quite a
number of enthusiasts have turned to vintage
types some of which are of humble origin, but
which in view of their splendid restoration are
now most worthy vehicles, and much more use-
able for everyday and for long distance club
evenls. This was a lendency long ago foreseen
by the Committee, and has now paid dividends
in guite a nice array of Buicks, Fords, Moon,

ete., that otherwise would have faded away, bul/

which in fact do represent early New Zealand
types that were met with on the roads of the
period.

The well restored Buick 4 Tourer of MNorm
Cadillac, and the Cope Dwurant, are indicative of
Steele, from Huntly, together with the McMillan
this valuable contribution that some people could
simply not visualize a while back.

Of the more exclusive types, we are very
pleased to report the capture of a vintage sports
car to whet the appetite of the connoisseur. This
car, soon to be seen in Club events as it is
already most sound and original, belongs 10 Don
Paton, of Auckland, and a number of enthusi-
asts through the years have heard of it lurking
near Turangi.

Yes, most unusual and probably unigue in
this country, it is a 2 litre 6 cyl. Crossley Sports
d-seater of 15.7 h.p. known as the “Shelsey”
maodel, not 1o be confused with the early Vintage
and Edwardian Crossley of the same name,
which was a four cylinder side valve machine.

The Paton car is a sporting, fabric bodied car,
distinctly resembling a Vanden Plas  3-litre
Bentley, with neat pointed radiator, and long
swepl guards. We look forward to supplying
Beaded Wheels with a road test and photos of
this distinctive car in due course,

THE LONG, LONG TRAIL TO A
VYETERAN DELAGE
Part 11 by Jim Francis

On the trip home the little Delage went like a
charm non-stop, and just as well for the brakes
were none too good. Everyone on the way stop-
ped to have a look, for she was [airly rough and
was bouncing about with all the insulation tape
on the tyres.

On arrival home the next job was to find a
corner 1o store her, while | gave her a coat of
paint and a general tighten down, also to find
some tyres. In the vard there was little room,
but after a few hours work clearing up, I man-
aged o find enough space. A roof was built
over the Delage and at nights 1 set to work strip-
ping the paint, for it was layers thick.

What | was most interested in was the radiator,
for after taking some paint off, | came to brass.
There were many hours of work put in on the
radiator, but it looked nice when finished. ]
didn’t scrape much of the body as 1 scon got
tired of it. I did the bonnet and the cowl on
which I tried caustic soda, but wished | hadn’t
as it was slow, and the primer didn't take well.
The rest of the body | gave a good clean down,
primed il and then followed with lwo coats of
finish.

The wheels were slow going—two hours to
clean and three to paint for there are sixty-four
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spokes in each wheel. After the painting was
done she began to look reasonably tidy, and of
course 1 was keen for a trial, but the tyres were
still a problem | had not been able to overcome.
Mechanically all | did was to fit a new set of
plugs and tghten a few nuts,

One night while looking through the cars and
trucks for sale, | saw a 1925 Overland van for
sale for £20 advertised as being in good order
with ten good 30 x 3} tyres. | thought that here
was my chance, 50 off 1 went to Newmarket look-
ing for the street. The van was parked outside
and looked quite good. while inside were all the
tyres and rims. Just as | was going in the gate,
| saw the curtains move as the owner waiched
me approach. :

After talking for a while with the owner, who
told me that it had just had new rings, tools, etc.,
I said, “How about a run?” The battery was flat
and so out came the crank handle. He said to me
“After two turns push in this lever, and pull out
these two and she should roar into life, and so
she did—the motor fat out! The owner tore
round and cut the throttle back, and I heard a
few knocks, which he told me were due to the

points being a little advanced. Really all | was
interested in was the tyres, and so after a run
round the block 1 said. “She’ll do”, paid him a
deposit, and called for it the next night.

The Overland was, | found, a terrible thing to
drive. The clutch was touchy, and [ very nearly
cleaned up several cars on the way home. All 1
had in mind was that here at last were tyres for
the Delage. but 1 had a disappointment in store,
for when | got home | found they were loo big
by only half an inch! Still one lives and learns.
[ simply advertised the Overland again, and sold
it to two young chaps.

A week later, my friend and 1 went to the
South Island on our Army warrants, and every-
where we went, we asked in all the garages for
any 765 x 105 tyres for sale. Most of the pro-
prietors looked at us as if we were silly. Finally
after ten days. we located two good ones in a
Melson garage.

On my return home, | was soon able to make
the Delage ready for the road. and the day
arrived when | could take it out for a run round
the Otahuhu back streets.

{(To be continued.)

Road Test No. |4

The car reviewed here is an elegant and beauti-
fully restored 3-seater 10-12 h.p. Humber belong-
ing to Hugh Foster, one of our Christchurch
members. It has been rebuilt from the derelict
remains of one of these Coventry built cars, an
early and very successful attempt by Messrs
Humber Limited at producing a four cylinder of
notable reliability which in 1908 sold for the very
popular price of £315,

This car was sold by Adams Lid. who were then
Humber agents in Chrisichurch and whose plate
appears on the car. When aboutl three vears old
it was bought by Mr J. McKee, of Kirwee, and
used on mail delivery work under what must
have been somewhat arduous conditions for once
when we visited him he explained how he was
always able to ford a certain river safely whereas
other drivers who were over hasty invariably had
their engines stop in mid-stream with wet car-
burettor or ignition system. The Humber gave
good service but was eventually pensioned off
after developing what appeared to be a serious
disarrangement of the steering. This malady
manifested itself as a desire to dash into the
ditch on the off side of the road at the slightest

1908 10-12 H.P. COYENTRY HUMBER
W. 5. Turnbull

provocation which made its continued use a little
too exciting. It was many years later only after
Hugh had started work on the chassis that this
was found to be caused by a rear axle casing
bent one and a half inches out of line and exert-
ing a considerable rear wheel steering effect.
Meanwhile eighteen vears of open air storage had
taken their toll, not to mention scrap metal deal-
ers and others and what Hugh started with was
a very corroded chassis minus radiator and fromt
axle with only remnants of the original body
which had been a very close coupled tonneau
tvpe with a front seat which swung aside to give
access to the rear seats.

I ought to very briefly give here some idea of
the vast amount of work undertaken in the re-
building for it is very much to the credit of Hugh
and his son Richard who also had a large share
in the rebuilding that they started with something
so far gone and were able to make such a beauti-
ful job of the restoration.

The engine was rebuilt using parts obtained from
as far afield as Timaru and Winton, while the
original radiator was located in a Christchurch
scrapyard only to find that barely three weeks



previously someone had chopped out all the
finned tubes with an axe, leaving only the batt-
ered copper shell. The work involved in replac-
ing the missing tubes can probably only be fully
appreciated by those who have also repaired
damaged wveteran radiators. The front axle was
located as a trailer set on the West Coast,
straightened and fitted but unfortunately consid-
erable time had already been spent in adapting
a substitute. A bhonnet was made using fillings
obtained from Waimate. The original chassis
frame and running gear were useable except the
wheels which were too badly rotted and had o be
replaced by two off another car and two rebuill
wheels. The body was made and upholstered
following as nearly as possible a catalogue illus-
tration of the 1908 two-seater model,

1 have here in a few lines outlined two years'
continuous spare-lime work amounting to many
hundreds of hours.

Previous to this road test [ had seen the
Humber only during events with little time for
an unhurried inspection and therefore welcomed
this opportunity to study its technicalities and
finer points of construction as it stood in the
driveway leading to its garage.

The wide radiator with its vertical finned tubes
and tall Napier-like water filler tube is set low
between the dumb irons, the bonnet is short and
low, ending abruptly at the polished teak dash-
board, embellished with nickel plated lamp
brackets and metal edging shaped at the corners

" rr_,ll_].
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into handgrips to assist the driver und passenger
in taking their seals. The scating position is truly
veteran, very high up with generous support for
the back and shoulders, ample room for the legs
without having lo thrust ones feet almost into
the engine room and superb, unrestricted visi-
bility in all directions. (The Humber is an ideal
machine for those who prefer to travel slowly
and see what lies on the other side of the hedges
and fences!) The upholstery is in soft red English
hide and gives real comfort without the slippery,
insecure feel which characterises most synthetic
substitutes. As the body is a faithful copy of
Humber coachwork the seat panels are double
curved to give it a wlip shape, a graceful detail
which was novel in 1908 and must have caused
some headaches amongst the coachbuilders.
Covering the remainder of the chassis length is
a low, Aat-topped boot in which all the access-
ories, tyre equipment and tools the driver wishes
to carry may be stowed.

The paintwork colour is “dark Olivette green™
which is almost an exact match for the green the
Coventry built cars were painted to distinguish
them from the red painted products of the
Beeston branch of the factory. The lining is in
a much lighter green and the wheels are red
although this is not meant to imply Beeston
ancesiry.

When seated at the controls one notes the
rather small 14 inch single spoke steering wheel
built of steel cycle tubing. a typical wveteran
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Humber feature, with the “ignition™ and “gas”
controls marked “fast” and “slow” and “open”
and “shut”-«respectively. The wheel seems well
forward from the seat by modern standards, the
erect driving position with arms outstretched
being definitely of the wveteran era when low
frontal area was not considered as important as
il 15 loday.

Directly ahead of the sleering column, on the
dash is a nickel Stewart speedometer driven via
a cable from a fibre pinion engaging a ring gear
on the off-side front wheel. The centre of the
dash board is occupied by a large rectangular oil
tank complete with a tiny level gauge glass inset
in one corner and an auxiliary hand oil pump.
Oil for the “total loss™ lubrication of the engine
is metered out by two drip feeds perched on tlop
of this tank and fed by a pump hidden inside and
driven from the crankshaft by pulleys and a
light leather belt of the type used on domestic
sewing machines. This all runs in view of the
occupants.

The accelerator pedal is between those for the
brake and clutch which have their even larger
foot pads deeply grooved, and pivoting lo suit
the angle of the drver’s [ool. Diamond pattern
aluminium sheet covers the foor and also the

running boards and the lid of the luggage boot.
To conirol the 3-speed gearbox there is a very
light and flexible nickel plated ocutside gear lever
working in a gate with a catch to prevent inad-
vertant engagement of reverse, The gear positions
are marked I, 2 and 3 instead of the Slow, 2nd,
and fast of the earlier cars. A cylindrical Lucas
“King of the Road™ acetylene generator supplies
gas (o the H and B headlamps while the oil side
lamps and tail light are Lucas and Solar make
respectively. All these are nickel plated to be n
keeping with the rest of the fittings on the cu,
for Humbers, following their normal cvele prac-
tice nickelled all the small controls, levers and
accessories on their cars. Audible warning is
given by the horn mounted on the edge of the
dashboard and blown through a long flexible tube
by a bulb on the arm of the seat.

Two points about the chassis design which
were quickly noted were the lightness of the
pressed  steel side members, but which are
sirengthened by the twbular sub-frame and
extra plates fitted inside the front dumb irons
which wvirtually make these box section mem-
bers. and the “platform type” rear springing
in which the back ends of the normal semi-
elliptic springs are connected by two-way
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shackles to a single transverse spring mounted on
the rear cross-member of the chassis.

Under the bonnet the Coatalen designed engine
15 a short stroke T head unit of 89 x 95 m.m.
with cylinders cast in two blocks with two rows
of caps to give access o the valves, the two cam-
shaflls necessary being gear driven from the
crankshaft. On the near side a further gear train
from the exhaust camshaft terminales in a pair
of exposed gear wheels driving the Bosch DR4
magneto which supplies sparks to plugs set in the
inlet valve caps. Another four spark plugs are
fited on the inlet side of the cylinder blocks but
these are not yet required as the dual coil and
battery ignition system was entirely missing
excepl for a short vertical shaft protruding from
the timing case, and a mounting point on the
front cylinder block for a contact maker.

Lower down, the aluminium crankcase has
numerous inspection  holes covered by plates
bearing the legend “*Humber Coventry”, and has
four bearer arms to mount it on the tubular sub-
frame which also carries the gearbox. Inside the
three-bearing crank runs in bronze bearings and
the connecting rods likewise have bronze big end
shells instead of the later white-metal lined type.

On the rear of the liming case is mounted a
small gear type water pump to circulate the cool-
ing water, the pump being almost identical to
that used on the 1904 Humbereites, and which
seems just as effective for no overheating troubles
have been experienced even though no fan is fit-
ted. Carburation is attended to by a Longuemare
carburettor hung low down and tee-shaped brass
inlet manifold and supplied with Tuel by gravity
from an eight gallon tank under the seat. This
carburettor, formerly off a WVulcan engine,
replaces the original which was missing.

An interesting feature of these early Coventr.
built Humber engines is that, in common with
MNapiers and one or two other makes of the
period, they ran “the wrong way’, that is the
crank handle has to be turned anti-clockwise
which is apt to baffle any curious person wishing
to test the compression. 1 am not sure when the
Coventry factory succumbed to convention and
built their engines to run the normal way but
certainly the 1914 models were standard in this
respect.

In the broad rimmed fywheel a leather cov-
ered aluminium clutch cone with two little ex-
ternal springs to hold it in engagement transmits
this reverse rotation to a three speed gear box

!

hung by mounting lugs from the sub frame. Be-
hind the gear box the foot brake pedal controls
two shoes which work on a drum made integral
with the forward universal joint of the propeller
shaft.

A rear axle assembly on conventional lines is
used. for Humbers have remained faithful to the
live axle from 1903 on the 5 h.p. Humberettes to
the present models bearing the Humber name
which flow from the Rootes Group factories,
Internally the axle has a spur gear differential
in a bronze cage, plain bearings except at the
hubs and a pinion and crownwheel of 19 and
68 leeth respectively which gives the quite high
ratioc of 3.58 to |. Because of the rear spring
layout light tubular radius rods are used each
side to give additional location to the wheels
and carry the driving thrust.

Some briel particulars of this car are:

Wheelbase, 8ft. Oin.; Track, 4ft. Oin.; Overall
length, 11ft. 8in.; Ground clearance, 74in.; Tyre
size, 760 x 90 m.m.; Car number, C5595; Engine
number, 5687; Bore, 89 m.m.; Stroke, 95 m.m.;
R.AC. rating, 196 h.p.; Capacity. 2.27 litres.

As another magneto, very much better than
the previous one, had been fitted the evening be-
fore, starting Mr Coatalen’s engine was little
trouble apart from acquiring the knack of swing-
ing it with the left hand. Even without flooding
the carburettor the third pull up from cold was
sufficient and after hand throttle adjustment of
the speed to a fast idle the engine ran evenly
making “Veteran” noises to itself in the long
train of timing gears and possibly one of the rear
cylinders also for the original cast iron pistons
are still in use. Surprisingly. the exposed magneto
drive gears were almost silent.

Before moving ofl the oil drip feeds were
studied to make sure they were working, which
they were, a fact confirmed by the blue tinted
atmosphere astern. The clutch was soon found
to have almost as little pedal travel as the 1904
one and to reguire equally careful engagement
to ensure @ smooth starl. At aboul 4-5 m.p.h. the
change to second speed, forward and across the
gate, was made, using perhaps more from habit
than necessity. double declutching procedure. The
gear change was smooth and pleasant bul guite
slow and with a very long travel of the lever for
one has to lean well forward to push it fully
home. After a further short period of acceleration
ten or twelve m.p.h. was a suitable speed at which
to pull the lever back to engage top gear, where-



upon the engine revolutions dropped considerably
for although it may not actually be the case,
second gear gave the impression it was closer in
ratio to first than top.

However, this was no handicap, for the large
bore. short stroke Humber engine gels into its
stride more quickly and effectively than any other
similar veteran power unit | have driven. This
may be due to some happy stroke of the de-
signer’s genius in the tee-head motor, or per-
haps to the Longuemare carburettor which pro-
vides a richer mixiure for acceleration, but what
ever the reason there is unhesitating responsé (o
the throttle. Although it possesses such lively
acceleration the engine seems to prefer pulling at
low speeds to running fast in the gears. which
makes the top gear, in spite of a ratio giving
249 m.p.h. per 1000 rpm.. suitable for speeds
from a virtual crawl of 6 m.p.h. at which there
was absolutely no sign of transmission snatch or
distress from the motor, to the still undiscovered
maximum of possibly 35 m.p.h. or more. Pro-
vided one used reasonable delicacy with the
throttle pedal the engine would run down to 200
r.p.m., exhibiting all the characteristics of a
steam engine at a road speed of 5 m.p.h. This
may all be done without alteration of the ignition
control setting for despite what the experts say
about T-head cvlinders and detonation there was
no trace of roughness even on maximum advance,
or for that matter much loss of power when re-
tarded. 1 must admit, however, that being able to
pull the lever right down to the “lgnition—Slow™
end of the quadrant was very reassuring to the
left handed cranker.

Of the general handling the first point o draw
attention was the very direct steering in which
only three quarters of a turn of the wheel swung
the road wheels from lock to lock. This feature
coupled with the short eight foot wheel base made
a good combination for manoeuvres in confined
spaces bul was, | found, somewhat of an em-
barrasment when reversing the Humber back up
the long drive to its garage. On the road the
steering felt a little heavy and dead for there
was practically no reaction from the wheels and
no self centering on corners where the car pre-
ferred to keep on turning until directed straight
again. The car appears to possess neither of the
fashionable modern vices of understeer or over-
steer but this seemed no handicap for it could
be swung round quile sharp corners surprisingly
well in a manner not hinted at by the high build

and narrow track. This controlability, in spite of
the unusual rear springing lavout was, 1 think,
probably unconsciously provided by a designer
who without worrying unduly about oscillation
periods and deflection rates made the springs
stiff enough to cope with 3 seater touring bodies,
or even the incredibly tall doctor’s coupe model,
which made the light two seater rather stff in
the suspension but very stable on corners.

Having outlined how well the Humber can go
perhaps now the braking arrangements should
be reviewed. These, hand by contracting bands
on rear wheel drums and foot by contracting
shoes on a cardan shaft drum, were viewed fav-
ourably by the City Council vehicle inspectors,
evidence being a recently issued w.o.f, and a few
trials on a quiel stretch of road soon revealed
their capabilities. The foot brake judged against
the usual veteran transmission brake, was reason-
ably powerful and very smooth acting for there
was none of that suddenness of action which
often causes this tvpe to be reserved for emer-
gency use, and then only with a hasty prayer for
the crownwheel. No emergencies presented them-
selves but the fool brake was used often enough
with no qualms whatsoever.

The hand brake which has a compensating
linkage so that both wheels share the work evenly,
needs rather a hearty pull on the lever to pro-
vide useful retardation, therefore it is used most
often in conjunction with the foot brake.

On indifferently surfaced roads pitching due
to the short wheelbase is quite pronounced for
it is emphasised by the high seat position but
generally the standard of comfort is very good,
particularly if one, remembering that in 1908 the
speed limit on English roads was 20 m.p.h., ob-
serves a self-imposed maximum of 24 or 25
m.p.h. for the engine seems to run most sweetly
at this speed, and the almost total absence of
protection from the wind has not yel become too
obvious. One is then able to enjoy the infinite
number of small pleasures such moloring gives
with fewer of its discomforts.

One of the delights of a run in the Humber.
apart from any considerations of performance
or mechanical perfection, is that one can travel
slowly and enjoy driving for its own sake for
there is no schedule to keep to or time Lo be there;
one can ignore the small modern saloons and
their wide-mouthed occupants. After all for a
few minutes it is 1908 and they should not really
be there.



Picton

Mever in the history of this Club has any
responsible member of the Executive asked, “Is
this project worth the effort,” at least not until
Picton came along when there were many occa-
sions prior to the event upon which the difficul-
ties and sei-backs seemed to present insurmount-
able problems and place the whole event in
jeopardy. Thanks to the energy and unfailing
enthusiasm of those members and supporters who
bore the brunt of the toil and never ending
waorries this Club was able lo enjoy the greatest
event it has ever run. As one who did not bear
the brunt but who saw those who did 1 want
every member to know how fortunate we are to
have such tireless workers and firm friends as
The Picton produced.

Each stage of the organisation encountered
set-backs, let-downs, cancellations, contradictions
and just plain humbug until it reached the stage
where at 530 a.m. on the 3rd of April the Presi-
dential courage failed completely at the sign and
sound of a howling Sou" West gale and the Pre-
sidential head went back under the bedclothes—
so this was The Picton!

The sight of Haggitt’s magnificent 3-litre eating
up the miles along the North road did something
to revive a flagging heart while drying roads
heralded a possible easing of the storm but not
before all the Christchurch starters had suffered
a good drenching. The first seventy miles showed
the Fiat brigade in trouble, Witte near Omihi,
and Clements near Tormore with mag trouble,

Alister Maocbeth peddling furiously down the stroight

during the sprint.

Photo by Dove Barker

by R. B. Shand

but the radio cars were on the job lo ensure that
no one was stranded. Traflic was remarkably
light considering that it was Good Friday and
most of the entry seemed to be making very
good time as very few competitors were seen
until the outskirts of Kaikoura by which time
the weather was slowly improving, with promise
of being better still in Marlborough.

Everyone enjoved the lunch kindly provided at
Kaikoura by the local Car Club and pressed on
toward the welcome blue sky to the North.
Mearing Blenheim drivers and crews began to
realise that the car loads of people parked at
farm gates and side roads were all set for a pre-
view of the morrow and a glimpse of by-gone
days. Picton, streets be-decked with bunting. turn-
ed on real sunshine to welcome the first arrival,
Bernie Foley (Austin 7) who came in well ahead
of time and caused a minor flap among tired
offcials who still had a mountain of tasks to per-
form and some of whom had not seen much of
bed for a long time. Arrivals grew from a trickle
to a steady flow as darkness approached and it
soon became apparent that nearly everyone had
made the grade except the break-down van which
in the words of the song had done just that. Ned
Sutherland was seen clutching a [unny looking
piston multering that fencing wire would not fix
this lot, while all around in the apparent con-
fusion the organisation went smoothly on and
found beds. food, garages. workshop [acilities
and everything else that the three hundred bodies
required.

Saturday morning, sunny and mild, saw some
sevenly five cars and six thousand orderly specta-
tors in the main sireel. a magnificent tree-lined
double width affair which runs from the pub-
lined waterfront to the Police Station between
which divergent points every car from the
Porter de Dion to the Clark 44 showed ils
paces against the clock. What a feast of the
finest Veteran and Vintage machinery in the
country there was to behold. Not one ear could
be faulted for its appearance and the matched
pairs went off with clockwork regularity, Model
T's from fire engines to sedans, Stutz, Mer-
cedes, the unigue Crestmobile from Welling-
ton, Foster’s magnificent Huomber, and the glori-
ous sight of Clarke on the 4§ and Haggilt on
the 3, replete with passengers and cloth caps
scrapping it out and wondering whether there
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would be a winged “B" imprinted on the front
door of the lock-up. Grandest sight of all was
white-haired Alister MacBeth immaculate in tweed
cap and hacking jacket off to a flying push start
(pedal assisted take-ofl) on the 1904 Adler motor
cycle. The marque F/'N was well represented by
Loughnan, Palmer and Williamson and their re-
spective mounts did them great credit for the ex-
cellence of their turn out though the eye-catching
off-white finish of Loughnan’s car and the red
leather upholstery seemed to make it much fav-
oured by the fairer sex, a number of whom were
overheard to remark on its great beauty.

The morning was butl a fore-taste of the after-
noon evenls and crowd as a handful of harassed
officials discovered when they tried to hold off
the vanguard of the eight to ten thousand people
who began to press into Waitohi Domain hours
before the official opening time. In spite of all
the work and worries of the event the afternoon
show slowly made everyone realise that “The
Picton™ was not only an accomplished fact but
also thal it was a roaring success. The competi-
tors revelled in the tests and drove with great
gusto while the crowd milled around in their
thousands in the brilliant sunshine admiring the
cars, questioning the drivers and thoroughly enter-
ing into the spirit of the occasion. For the first
time since the Club became a National organisa-
tion it was working as a whole with cars and
drivers from both Islands meeting and competing
on commaon ground.

PARADE PRECISION AT PICTON by R.P.

“Spot-on” adherence 1o the published time-
table, and the smoothness with which all evenis
were presented to the public could not fail to
have impressed the “Cash Customers” almost as
much as the generally altractive appearance of
the ninety-three Veteran and Vintage cars which
the Club paraded at its first National Rally, spon-
sored by Pennzoil (N.Z.) Ltd., and held at Picton
over Easter.

Twelve cars came down from the North Island,
making the crossing on Thursday, The little De
Dion covered the 55 miles to Wellington {climhb-
ing over the Rimutaka Hill) in just under four
hours travelling time. The driver reports that at
windy corners his passenger had to dismount lo
lighten the load, but otherwise the trip presented
no difficulty. Friday afternoon the Main Body
arrived from South and for a while there was
much activity on the part of the Officials check-
ing-in the teams and allotting accommodation.

From thea on there was nol much Spare time
for anyvone. At 9 p.m. there was a briefing and
tired drivers had scarcely got to bed, it seemed,
before they were roused by our lireless Secretary
rooting out the Fatigue Party for breakfast duty.
A very quick spruce-up and cars were marshalled
for the morning function—a show to draw the
crowds and give members some fun—in the form
of acceleration tests up the Main Street, the cars
being started off in fairly evenly matched pairs,
This went off so well that it was found possible
to repeat the whole event before moving down
1o the Parking Area in readiness for the after-
noon function.

Before a very gratifying attendance of the pub-
lic (reported as 6000), cars moved ofl promptly
to schedule in procession making a double circuit
of the grounds with horns, whistles and even bells
sounding to the intense delight of the small-fry.
Some cars carried Picton residents wearing gen-
uine period costume. As each car passed under
the banner reading “Pennzoil Veteran Car Rally",
mounted in the centre of the grounds. its date,
make and driver’s name were given over the
P.A. system, very capably handled by Andy
Anderson, perched precariously on the roof-ridge
of the “ablution block™. Marshalls then directed
the cars into close formation facing the official
enclosure. “Stop engines. Drivers and passengers
please dismount.” (“Where the heck is that High-
land Pipe Band to play the Anthem? No matter.
we'll carry on without them”™). A recording, for-
tunately held in readiness for just such a diffi-
culty, attended to the Loyalties. and His Worship
the Mayor of Picton was allotted his 30 seconds
of speechmaking, followed quickly by the M.P.
for Marlborough, the Hon. T. P. Shand, who, in
deference to his relative political importance, was

“What do you pull cld mon?—3.53:1." Clark, Hagg-
itt and Sharpe ot their usual game—EBentley Waffle!!

—Picton.

Photo by E. Sarginson



given just 60 seconds to say his piece. Unfortun-
ately, in the middle of his very fine address, the
skirl of pipes was heard approaching the main
gates. Someone was dispatched at the double to
“shush™ them and they died away with a discon-
solate wail. However, the Member, no doubt
accustomed o worse interruptions, nobly carried
on without turning a hair. The Pipers then made
their ceremonial entrance and honour was re-
deemed. There followed nearly three hours of
a regular Three Ring Circus performance with
not a pause or a hitch to mar the entertainment
for competitors and spectators alike.

Throughout the afterncon cars competed in
matched pairs as in the morning. and Potato Race,
Mail Driving (driver blindfolded), and Le Mans
Dash, events were run concurrently. Some pairs
appeared ill-matched, such as the litle three-
wheeled Morgan and the big 20/60 Vauxhall, but
the terrific power/weight ratio of the Morgan
almost compensated for its lack of a reverse
gear. This lack was very sportingly overcome by
its driver and lady crew-member pushing the
little car back to the spud-box all four times, The
Ford model “T's" were a delight in this event
as they seemed to start back before they stopped
running ahead. The trim vellow Ansaldo was
impressive here also with its precise piloting and
copious wheel-spin. The big black Bentleys de-
lighted the crowd in the Le Mans Dash. (What
an exhaust note those cars have!) The beautiful
Stanley steamer was the focus of a great deal of
interest, and at one point in the afternoon il was
sent solo on a circuit of the grounds, close to the
railing, so that its effortless silence could be
appreciated. This contrasted well with the pon-
derous and heavy exhaust note of the grand old
Wolseley “one lunger”, or the clattering of chains
in the little Crestmobile. Sheer beauty of paint-
work, upholstery. and polished metal distinguish-
ed most of the cars. In this connection there
comes to mind a lovely F/N, an early Humber,
a Ford T sedan, and a Darracq.

Four fine examples of early motorcycle were
sportingly handled by their riders who perforce
had to do quite & bit of the old “run and leap on™
act. One machine had a wicker chair “combina-
tion”, an item not seen on the roads since the
early 1920,

The afterncon concluded, right on time. with
another Grand Parade and a massed display when
the public was invited to examine the wvehicles.
In every respect il was a really wonderful day.

Sunday morning started with launch trips to

some of the beauty spots in the Sounds and be-
fore lunch most of the cars set out against a
rather cool Southerly breeze on the 20 miles run
to the Club Picnic held in a nicely secluded val-
ley wisely kept secret from the general public.
Here the sun came out and the afternoon was
sheer pleasure when members could examine
cars, talk cars, linker with cars and drive cars
to their hearts delight without having to keep the
watchful eve on over-inguisitive small boys or
answer the inevitable unknowledgeable questions
of the G.P.

In the course of “trading drives™ some impres-
sions were very marked. For instance—get from
the tiny, extremely manoeuverable and very docile
De Dion with its crank-handle steenng, into the
lovely wicker-work furniture of the big Bentley
sports and give it a “burl” up the winding road
with that chimney-flue tail-pipe emitling its glori-
ous burble. Then try a drive of the Rock-an-Roll
Cadillac. This crazy contraption which seems to
offend every law of good motor design is, in
reality, a thoroughly well made, reliable and very
sturdy machine designed specially to suit early
American road conditions. The trick of driving
this seemingly unweildy vehicle is simply to “treat
it with complete ignore”, overlook any signs of
impending disintegration and inevitable pile-up
at each corner, and just steer the wheel when and
if necessary 1o change direction. Driver, passeng-
er, car and everything else weaves and wobbles,
but front wheels and steering wheel have a very
positive affinity which keeps this Heath Robinson
vehicle always under complete control. Once get
the hang of it and it is great fun. This paradox
can be attributed to the use of four ball-jointed
radivs rods, a front transverse spring anchored at
right side and shackled only at left, rack-and-
pinion operated drag-link from right to left, and
no sloppiness in wheel bearings or stub axles. The
engine itself is a beautiful piece of early design
and runs with complete absence of fuss and noise
in top gear from 5 to 35 m.p.h. The use through-
out of ingenious two-piece self locking nuts no
doubt also contributed to the good name Cadillac
early acquired. (But is it really necessary 1o
thrash this rare old machine quite so mercilessly
in displaying i1s sturdiness? And what about
straightening it all up a bit externally to match
the lovely bit of machinery inside?)

Then by way of contrast of another kind, try a
drive in the Morgan with its 48 brake-horsepower
to some 5 ¢wtl weight. Aboul one horse to every
12 1bs! A thoroughly satisfying ratio which gives



all the thrills of a really high-powered motor-
cycle with comfort almost of the normal car,
both accentuated by the extremely low driving
position and precise road holding. One never has
to worry about the tail-end of the car, for there
practically isn’t any. So long as you negotiate
the trim little front guards past anything the resl
is QK.

Many were disappainted that the Stanley did
not attend the picnic as this was really the only
apportunity members had of getting a good look
at some of the cars. The routing procedure of
getting steam up still requires intense concentra-
tion on the part of the lucky owner and at such
times idle questions are not welcome, Club mems-
bers understand and appreciate that point, but
nevertheless will look forward to getting better
acguainted at some subsequent Rally so that first
hand knowledge can be gained in the old “petrol
versus steam’ coniroversy.

Among the more unusual tvpes were a friction
transmission Metz with infinitely variable gear
ratio, and a starkly simple Orient Buckboard
looking in design rather like something the kid
next door built up with fence palings. pram
wheels and the engine out of Dad’s lawnmower,
Close inspection reveals that this is far from the
case and it is in fact an early type of cycle-car
of quite sturdy construction and was presented
in  wvery lidy condition. Iis engine-cranking
arrangements proved a handicap in the Le Mans

Dash. The very long crankhandle is threaded
between spokes of left rear wheel (if they are in
position}. through a hole in a bracket, and finally
on Lo the starter-dog. (At least the car cannot run
away while being cranked!)

The square shaped bronze cylinder jacket of
the 1900 Wolseley prompted at least one query
as to whether it also had a SQUARE PISTON.
The sideways (instead of fore and aft) movement
of its quadrant change-speed lever was a point
which intrigued some, and its very distinetive
radiator forming front and both sides of the
engine compartment made it easily recognisable.

The 1901 Northern was a good example and
very uypical of American design in the first years
of the century,

On the return run from the picnic a number
of the cars paid a visit to the Picton Hospital
where the very steep fifty yards up the driveway
almost proved a Waterloo for some.

Monday morning the Main Body re-fuelled,
topped up oil, packed and loaded up for the
journey home. The Wanganui Daimler, Alvis,
Austin and Morgan sel off on a tour in the South
and the remaining few awaited the evening ferry
to Wellington, a trip which proved rather rough.

Many new friendships were made, much valu-
able information exchanged. and often was heard
the comment “How soon and where will the next
Mational Rally be held?”
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6 DAYS IN A MODEL ‘T' FORD Ray Carter

Mo doubt many a pen more able than this will
be recalling the happy davs spent during the
Pennzoil Picton Rally of Easter 1958, but having
participated in what turned out to be a mid-
twentieth adventure for us, [ felt that some
glimpses may be of interest.

For our party, mysell, my brother Russell and
Ian Burns, and also the seven other starters from
Invercargill the distance was quite a challenge,
but to add [urther mileage for the event it was
decided that those cars being propelled by their
own horses, should first be driven down to Bluff
and start from there and in doing so travel from
the bottom to the top of the South Island.

Bright and early on Wednesday morning, April
the 2nd, we rose long before the first bird and
ate a substantial breakfast in preparation for
what was to be the first leg of our journey to
Picton.

At the 640 a.m. we moved out of the garage
with motor chugging sweetly and procecded to
Bluff, arriving there to find enough light to photo-
graph our well-loaded 1915 Model “T" Ford. At
7.30 am. we started retracing our tracks to
Invercargill and considered ourselves to be offici-
ally on our way to Picton.

All went well until just south of Balclutha
when, as we started to climb a particularly long
hill, the magneto cut out with a resultant back-
fire of sufficient strength to force one end of the
muffler to part company with the rest. A short
stop and willing assistance at Balelutha soon
had the damaged part straightened and welded
and once again we were heading north. In Dune-

din we had a welcome break for a late lunch,
topped up with fuel and proceeded to negotiate
the long climb over Mt. Cargill and the Kilmog.
On reaching Hampden we had to make a further
compulsory stop to do a more thorough job to
the exhaust system and then carried on in failing
light to be caught up, at Herbert, by the 1914
Model “T" of Telford and Ken McKenzie also
from Invercargill. Our lights were not as good as
their's so we followed them into Oamaru where,
with the Fords parked under a huge willow, we
bedded down for the night in the camping ground
with our first day and 220 odd miles behind us.
Breakfast mext morning consisted of boiled fish
(kindly donated by another camper) and fruit
cake, as we did not consider the inner man in our
preparations, the serviceability of the vehicles
taking pride of place. At a local garage fuel, oil,
and tyre pressures were checked, the female office
staff were taken for a short excursion and once
again we were On our way.

Mo trouble was experienced until on crossing
the Rangitata River two men in blue stopped the
cars, looking for, as we found out, somebody
with an excess of money belonging lo a freezing
works. Sorry 1o say we weren't that financial. Our
trouble here was in the form of a sudden stop
causing me to stall the engine as one of the P.C.'s
thrust his size fourteen bootl out in line with my
front wheel.

While we were yarning to Police Constable
Mo. 2 Telford and Ken Mc Kenzie were having
their licences checked by No. 1. Then No. | came
over and asked us our names and on being told
Bill Smith, Tom Jones and Alex Smith he told
us to proceed because it wasn't often they en-

“The writer's 1200-mile Model T."
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countered such honest types. So much for our
only encounter with the law, We had an unevent-
ful trip as far as Christchurch arriving there mid-
afternoon with two days and 400 odd miles
tehind us.

Good Friday morning dawned with typical
Christchurch weather, raining so hard 1 was sure
the Avon would be over its banks by the time we
were due to depart. But nevertheless al 7 a.m.
we were given the all clear to proceed towards
Picton. One thing that will remain guite vividly
in my mind was the farewell we were given by
an unknown enthusiast out on Papanui Road, for
as we motored along in pouring rain he stood in
slippered feet, clad in pyjamas and dressing
gown topped off with an umbrella waving to us
and wishing us well. As yet, we are not sure if he
had on a bowler hat or not.

We found that the weather was going to be
kinder, for by mid-morning all was well and we
could see sunshine was going to be with us again.

Before reaching Cheviol our temperamental
magneto cul out completely and we had to rely
on our dry cell batteries for ignition, but to our
sorrow  they didnt have sufficient voltage [or
satisfactory operation, and we literally limped
into Kaikoura. After having lunch we rewired
the coils to the fully charged six volt battery in-
tended for our lights and once more pressed on
with our goal in sight.

Nearing Blenheim the cars parked on the side
of the road became more numerous and our re-
ceplion in the town was fit for royalty itself. I'm
sure many other competitors were as embarrased
as ourselves, 1o say nothing of how tired our
arms were getting through the unaccustomed
acknowledging of highspirited wellwishers.

We duly arrived in Picton afler three days of
metoring and with over 600 miles behind us, At
this stage we could safely say “Weli we're half-
way home.”

After being delivered to the “Chemical Works™
by the extra good organisation and with a meal
to salisfy the inner man we were introduced, at
headquarters, to a Mr Thomson whose generosity
and hospitality we were soon to discover.

We had decided it would be necessary to do a
major job on the Ford to check the magneto
coils and with Mr Thomson's engineering works
at our disposal we were soon getting into the
innards of the engine. About 1030 pm. Mr
Thomson took the three of us to his home where
his good lady had hot soup and sandwiches pre-
pared for a very welcome supper and we will
long remember their kindness. | might add we
were able to repair the mag, and it did not cause
us any further trouble during our return trip.

The organisation was perfect for the whaole
Rally and the events on the Saturday were run
off with precision and up to time and I'm sure
| speak for all competitors when 1 say thanks to
all offlicials for a job well and truly done.

On Sunday morning we spent an enjoyable
hour out in the launch before heading off 1o the
picnic. A delightful spot had been chosen for the
picnic and it wasn'l long before everyone was
either  inspecting or  driving someone ¢lse’s
“Bomb™ and generally enjoying the day.

We decided to have a look around Blenheim
and at 3.30 p.m. we set off for a quiet drive only
to run a big end bearing. By the good grace of
Mr Turull in the V8 Cadillac we were towed
back to Picton and spent Sunday evening fitling a
spare con rod. I might add that our Model T
is rather choosey when it has to be towed be-
cause the only other time it has had a rope on,
a Rolls Royce was on the other end. T'll bet
there’s not many “T"s have had a Rolls and a
Caddy to act as tractors.

After a very full and most enjoyable two days
in Picton we once more starled motoring, this
time with the radiator pointing south.

As with the trip up we had decided to do the
return journey in three days. On our first leg Lo
Christichurch all went well but on the second
stage we had an unscheduled stop for an hour
and threeguarters just north of the Waimate turn-
off. The old Ford's one and only oil pipe had
again blocked and our second big end had a
shortage of metal. It was our first experience of
a major roadside repair but we were thankful
we had put a couple of spare con rods under the
seal,

Dwring the winter it is intended to modify the
oiling system and reduce the chances of further
big end troubles,

Our third day from Dunedin to home was a
battle all the way with a very strong wind but
nevertheless we had covered our 1200 miles in
six days and enjoyed every minute al the time.

Sleep was something we did miss, because, we
were always late 1o bed a2nd up atl the crack of
dawn, but next time I'll take a sireicher or book
in at a Pub. You can take it from me having to
wake up al regular intervals 1o blow up a leakv
Li-Lo is not my idea of a rest.

There's no doubt that the Pennzoil Picton
Rally has done much to foster interest in the
Vintage movement and one Pictonian was heard
to remark, “You know this Vintage car busingss
15 like religion, it takes a long time to get the
enthusiasm. bul once you have it vou've got it.”

Many thanks to Pennzoil.

Many thanks to the NZV.C.C,



Camera Review

Bird's Eye view of port of the porade ground. Phote by E. Sarginsen
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Months of work and he can still smile. Leon Witte at the wheel of his Zero Fiat, which went straight to the
start after all night finishing touches, hence rope on the spare wheel. Photo by E. Sorginson
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Phota by E. Sargimson
4} ogainst 3 with owners Clark and Haggitt preparing For the start of the sprint,

Wanganui entrant Brion Walker and Zedel en route te the pienic. Photo by E. Sarginson
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The Intrepid Vintage Cadillac Collector

Part 111

Having arrived home at 1 am. with the
Cadillac, and wakened up the family into the bar-
gain, my popularity was assured as you can well
imagine,

At the first available opportunity, we inspected
the prize with a view to ascertaining how much
time and most important, meney, would have to
be spent in restoration.

We investigated the lack of compression in the
cylinders and found that nearly haif of them
were badly scored beyond repair. This seems Lo
have been caused by loose gudgeon pins at some
time in the past, and so considering that this
motor is now forty years old, | think it has
lasted remarkably well,

There seemed a lot of other jobs to do as well
us the motor, and chief among these was the
body which was rather tired looking in a lot of
places.

It was at this point that providence intervened
with news of vet another Cadillac that was pin-
ing away in an Auckland garage having been a
towing wagon [or some vyears and now having
fallen into disuse,

Yours truly was there hot feot and inspected
this highly desirable machine. It did not take me
long to make up my mind. The car was com-
pletely original apart from the addition of the
towing heok which | can hardly imagine the
makers anticipating in their design.

1 have been able to trace its history from the
original ownership paper. It was unpacked in
July 1925 for the then Mayor of Auckland, Sir
James Gunson. The following year il was sold o
its second owner, from whom it passed into the
hands of Spragegs Garage in Auckland in 1935,
and there it stayed until | purchased it earlv in
1957,

When | announced my intention of buving vel
another Cadillac, my family and friends were
convinced that all previous insanity paled into
insignificance beside this latest effort.

We already had four cars in the yard, and this
new one would make five! Where were we going
to put them all? Quite frankly I didn’t know.

Arrangements were made for the purchase of
this latest addition to Scuderia McMillan, and
we reported one night after work to the garuge
to take delivery. | climbed into the driving seat

MNoel McMillan

and trod on the starter. The engine commenced,
and we were away.

My father was following at a respectful dis-
tance in my 1937 Standard 9 “just in case.” The
Cadillac was pulling in the most half-hearted
manner, just as il the spark was fully retarded,
and this as well as a badly dragging clutch made
progress rather slow. About half-way home the
car started to miss, and then stopped completely.
{Shades of the Foxton trip.)

Up with the bonnet, and investigation was the
order of the day. It was soon obvious that there
was no petrol in the carburettor. Suspecting a
stuck needle valve we administered a few taps
with a crescent spanner and coaxed some juice
into the carb. This performance was repeated at
intervals of about every 100 yards or so, and after
aboul the twelfth time began to get tiresome. By
this time also, the carburetior was not the only
thing that was empty, and as it was well past
tea-time, we had to abandon ship on the side of
the road, and push off home to restore the worn
tissues,

A council of war was conducted round the tea-
table, the outcome of which was that we ariived
back at the scene of the crime with a grim deter-
mination that we would get it home come hell or
high water.

After coaxing a bil more gas into the carburet-
tor, we laboriously ground our way up the
second to last hill between us and home, fnally
arriving at the top. Another discussion was the
arder of the day at this point, because we had to
go down the hill, up the other side, and through
Mount Albert shopping centre. As it was now §
o'clock and Friday night is shopping night, it will
be realised that this was not as easy as it sounds.

Well, we “roared” down the hill and up the
other side on a carburettor full of gas, and were
almost at the top when the ampmeter went hard
over to [ull discharge, and the vibrating circuit
breaker began to vibrate in a most efficient
manner. lan was swilching things off in all direc-
tions trying to find out what was shorting.

It wrned out to be the light circuit, which was
at fault, and so | had no choice but to keep going
without lights through Mi. Albert. Luckily we
didn’t empty the carburettor bowl in the middle
of the township, bul no sooner had we gol



N

through, than the car started the same old cough-
ing and spluttering, and finally stopped.

This time we were unsuccessful in geiting the
old girl percolating again, and 1 am mertified to
relate that were forced to return home and ex-
tract our trusty 1929 Hudson from its garage to
deal with the problem of towing over two lons
of Cadillac and towing hook home,

So thal was the ignominous manner in which
our prize Vintage possession arrived home at

approximately ten o’clock at night, having taken
nearly five hours to cover seven miles!

Even though it was late and | was tired, the
humour of the situation struck me. It must have
been an ironical and hilarious sight to see a tow-
ing truck being towed home!

That is about all there is to relate of that par-
ticular incident, and in the next issue, I will de-
scribe the restoration and kindred difficulties.

Three Schachts

(This is the story of three early American
motor-buggies, bought new, in 1920, as recently
told me by my cousin Mr L. A. Caldwell, of
Wellington).

Some time about 1920 a friend asked if 1
wanted a new car cheap. Mot then having a
vehicle of any kind, 1 said, “Yes, please, but it
will have to be very cheap.”

The friend explained that his firm had some
Schacht (pronounced Skat) cars, imported [rom
U.5.A. some time before 1914 War, but still in
their packing cases. Apparently unsaleable, they
had been written-down annually in the Stock
Sheets to a point where almost any reasonable
offer would be accepted.

There were two [riends who also were willing
to take a chance, and three of the cars, in pack-
ing cases, were purchased at £20 a piece, sight
unseen

Consternation and mixed feelings prevailed
when the first case was opened. Predominating
were four spindly bugev-type wheels minus
tyres. After the first shock, interest was Kindled
by inspection of the rest of the machinery. There

: : Photo by K. Porter
“What was in the packing case.”
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was a wide boneycomb radiator completely
naked and serving as the dashboard. A big two
cylinder fat opposed engine was in the rear
“boot”™ with its crank-handle dangling oul the
back. There was a good sized steering wheel (at
least it’s nol a tiller job), the usual two foot
pedals and a handbrake lever, but apparently no
gear change lever. This mystery was solved by
discovering that it had infinitely variable friction
transmission controlled by the handbrake lever.
The elevated and very vertical seal was quite
comfortable and was finished in the diamond-
pleating style of the early days. A folding hood
was supplied complete with side curtains and a
roll of celluloid which could be lowered to serve
as windscreen. The only lighting was a sel of
rather poor kerosene lamps.

“0Oh well, perhaps | could use the engine in a
launch.”

“I guess it would drive a sawbench O.K."”

“Reckon it was made to be driven on the
roads, once, so I'm going to have a shot at
driving it."”

There were two plugs per cylinder for the dual
ignition system—H.T. mag. and also battery and
H.T. coil. Solid rubber gig tyres were locally
fitted Lo the wheels al a cost approximating that
of the rest.

The amazing thing was that the weird machine
did, in fact, run very well and had a truly splen-
did performance on hills. The engine was rated
al about 18 hp. giving a good power-weight
ratio, and the precise gear-ratio could be selected
to suit the gradient and extract the utmost per-
formance. Steering was quite normal in spite of
the big wheels. In all, it proved to be a thor-
oughly good example of the true horseless carri-
age. The Ford T could beat it for speed on the
flat but the Schacht always triumphed on a hill.
There were few cars that could lick it, up hill, in
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One was used as a family car for six years,
making a regular week-end trip from the Well-
ington suburb of Karori, over a very tough, wind-
ing and steep hill to the seaside beach at Makara,
some ten miles out, with full complement of two
adults and two or three children. On the return
trip there was generally a good load of driltwood
as well piled on the back. It was driven scveral
times over the Rimutakas. Needless to say, it
caused quite a bit of interest in the City. but was
well known in ils home district.

The owner tells of the time Driving Licences
were introduced. He met the Inspector by appoint-
ment and took him on board. They had not
gone far when the Inspector said, “For Pete sake
don’t go so fast. You can stop now, | guess you
can have your Licence.” (I can sympathise with
that Inspector. | was laken for a ride in it once,
and the impression of speed is certainly most
awe-inspiring. Nothing in front excepl the naked
radiator serving as dashboard., and the ground
looks a long way down. Just as | began to relax
a bit, we suddenly left the road, charged through
& gap in the fence, and drove nonchantly across
the paddock clearing gorse bushes and clumps
of tussock in the very best cross-country point-
to-point tradition. The two feet of clearance and
ample springing would have made a modern
Jeep envious (until the narrow buggy wheels
sank in soft earth). On a firm surface it had no
equal for rough work.

After many thousands of miles, completely
trouble-free, it disputed the right of way with a
bull and sustained a bent radiator. Water leaks
then became troublesome and finally it was
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Sketch Plan  of Schacht Powerplant
(from 30 vear old memory only)

18 h.p. 2 cyl. flat opposed engine with Infinitely
Variable Friction Drive,

traded-in for £15 on a new 1926 Chevrolet. Sub-
sequently, it made a few brief appearances on
the City streets when the Dealer’s mechanics took
it out, for a lark, on the 5 to 6 p.m. duty. Rumour
has it that the engine did a few more vears of
work driving a water pump for the Hutt City
Council.

Of the other two Schachts, one was bought
by a Mr Smith, and has been lost track of. The
other was owned by a Mr Burch, and was burnt
in a shed fire. He liked the bugpy so much he
re-visited the firm (Levin and Co.) and bought
their last one. This had an unweildy, top-heavy,
van body on it. (I saw it a few times in Karori,
A strange looking affair with its big crankhandle
swinging from out the rear. Reminded one of the
Southern aspect of an elephant.) Its fate is not
known.

The skeich plan, drawn from memory, gives
some idea of the layout of the machinery. The
controls were almost conventional. Right foot
pedal brake. Lefi pedal clutch, with a locking
pawl to retain it in disengaged position for
neutral. This acted on the spring-loaded disc on
the flywheel, withdrawing it from contact with
the leather-faced rim of the friction driven wheel
which could be slid along the drum on the cross
shaft. This drum contained the differential. The
movable friction wheel was located by a long
hand lever. This worked over a finely notched
quadrant and could give any ratio from a very
high top of about 3 to |, down through minute
graduations to an infinitely low ratio, then into
reverse, and finally applied the brake. Typical
of the opposed engine, it ran with remarkably
little vibration and not much noise except for a
good thumping exhaust note, The completely ex-
posed radiator serving as dash provided welcome
warmth for passenger’s feet and a seat on the
floor was favourite place with the children on a
cool day. In wel weather a measure of protection
was gained by the hood with celluloid screen
unrolled and side-curtains fitted,

One queer trick the car had was the ability
to make a quick change into reverse. Move the
lever into reverse while running forward and it
would behave like a ball on the end of a piece of
elastic. A less endearing trick was ils propensity
for getting caught in the city tram tracks. Once
trapped, it had to be lifted out. “Got caught in
them once with a tram approaching. Very anxious
moment. A really hefty wrench on the steering
and it sprang clear this time, but 1 feared the
certainty of bending or breaking something.”
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Time Tells Nothing

While coaxing my *T to a halt on a nice
little rise overlooking the show grounds, 1 con-
gratulated mysell on the good position which
enabled me to view the district’s best animals on
parade in the local agricultural show. However,
the steady rain was getting decidedly uncomfort-
able.

While reaching for my side curtain, | was dis-
tracted momentarily while a great mammoth of
a car, a Packbarge Great 12 to be exact, roared
menacingly alongside my vibrating “T". A brief
search in the mass of two tone and chrome re-
vealed a window through which the grinning
potentate owner haughtily slared.

“Suppose vou'd like to swap?” said the face.

“MNot on vour life”, was my immediate reply.

The face was apparently not expecting this
answer, as the grin changed to an expression of
consternation.

“Why not?” it asked.

“Well, what would 1 gain, other than fat petrol
bills monthly?”

“Oh, all vou old tub owners are the same, You
think that auto construcltion and design hasn’t
improved over the years. Well, why not just have
a glance at the differences between our two
{ahem} cars?”

I gave the Packbarge a longer perusal than it
definitely deserved. He, noticing my attention
added, “Of course, you can't just see all the
advances at a glance. For instance, (then 1 knew
I had him hooked), this job’s gol power steering”.
He rolled back into the upholstery to fiddle with
the white and chrome wheel.

“I believe traction engines in the 1870's had a
similar device to aid the physically lacking™, I
replied. Now he sat forward, “Know all the
answers don't you! Well what about steering
column change?” he said. “The 1897 Star, the
1907 Darracq. to quote two cases had the same,
but it was abandoned in favour of the foor
change,” | said.

“Alright, alright, what aboul automatic Irans-
mission?"

“Been used for decades by Daimler™, 1 replied.
He was pensive for a moment, then pointing a
fat finger asked, “This thing's gol overdrive on
top gear. Beat that. and don’t mention trucks!™

“This lizzy’s got an overdrive on all forwards
and reverse”, 1 answered, while my hand felt for
the iron ruxtel lever at my right.

{Fiction)
K. E. Brickell

His pointing finger dropped slowly while he re-
flected, then suddenly out of the blue he shot—
“We can jack up two wheels at once by using a
special side clamp™. His eyes had lost their
humour, he sought only lo gain one victory, but
my answer this time began to arouse his anger.

“An early Oakland had a svstem, 1 believe,
whereby all four wheels could be raised off the
ground from the driver’s seat”, I replied as non-
chalantly as possible. His red face was perspiring
in spite of the rain when he began to fire quest-
ions.

“What about stop lights?”

“A 1928 Model A I owned had one.”

“Hydraulic brakes then?”

“Chrysler had them in the "20%."

*Leather upholstery?”

“Always been a feature of some cars.”

“Central heating then?”

This was amusing. It wasn't really necessary in
‘Old Henry' anyway, but his expression showed
that he was beyond humour.

“Exhaust pipe heaters were common accessor-
ies in the 1920's."

“Four wheel drive?” he almost shouted, with
dilating eveballs,

It was available as an accessory for Model T
vehicles in the 1920's and only took 4 hours to
fir.”

1 noticed he was clawing at his door which he
soon burst open. | feared for mv throat, bul he
only leaned over my door, and oblivious to the
steadily falling rain roared into my face. “Start
this wreck in fifteen seconds, and Ul call it quits,”
he ground displaying his gold wristlet watch.

| knew this would be it. Would Lizzie let me
down or not? Six times out of ten she would
start on the spark if in the right mood. But "Old
Henry' must have realised that her honour was
al stake, for I said “Go.” and dived for the igni-
tion key which I Aipped onto battery. For a frac-
tion of a second there was a pause, and then she
turned over. I slipped the switch to magneto as |
simultancously juggled with the spark lever, but
she didn't need all these acrobatics, | could feel
her quietly running. and hear the familiar rattle
of a loose front mudguard. 1 turned to my inter-
rogator to find him chanting incredulously,
“Three seconds, three seconds,” as he moved
away stunned.



At last | bad time to concentrate on the show
which 1 found to my dismay was now over. Cars
were roaring over the sodden twrf towards the
quagmire at the entrance gate. In a mist of flying
mud, 1 saw the Packbarge [2 surge forward
under the propulsion of its 125 rearing horses. [
decided to wail. Lizzy would get me through [
hoped. Eventually the field cleared, and 1 started
churning through the mud towards the gate. As
1 approached in low gear, I noticed a solitary
figure standing forlornly in the mud at the gate,
dismally waving its arms. Beyond I caught a
glimpse of the monstrous Packbarge lving at an
angle off the road. Fighting to suppress a grin,
I stopped beside him. Contritely he looked in.

“Well of all the people at the show it would be

vou | had 10 ask for help.”

“What's the trouble?” I asked innocently.

“Skidded off the mud track into a ditch. Got
water in the distributor, and can’t get the engine
to budge.”

“How much does she weigh,” 1 asked thinking
of the possibility of towing it out, although its
monsirous size gave me a very pessimistic im-
pression.

“Three tons, | think, but don’t bother to pull
her out, just give me a ride home. I'll get her
when the rain stops.”

On the way home he once more offered to
swap, but this time I only detected sincerity in
his tone. However, my answer was the most
emphatic negative I've ever voiced.

Book Review

It is not often that your scribe feels an urge
to take up his pen especially in praise of someone
else’s literary efforts, but on this occasion not
anly is the pen taken up but it is wielded with
enthusiasm.

“THE RESTORATION OF VINTAGE AND
THOROUGHBRED CARS"™ is the name of the
work that has prompted this effort and is, of
course, a subject touching closely every reader of
“Beaded Wheels” and one upon which most
readers will have very strong views of their own.
It was therefore in rather dubious frame of mind
that this work by Wheatley and Morzan was
started but this doubt was very soon dispelled.
This book is a must for the inexperienced about
to e¢embark upon the first acquisition, and even
the more hardy campaigners, who have been
through it all before, will find a great deal to
give them cause for soul searching and recon-
sideration of many hitherto unconsidered things
that make all the difference to the finished
machine.

There is much to argue about, as is only to be
expected in a volume covering such a wide range
of information, but the authors are practical re-
storers with wide experience and confine them-
seives to general remarks and wisely refrain from
any “laying down the law™. The book is valuable
as giving the personal impressions and opinions
of two men whose combined experience is con-
siderable, and the photographs of the results of
their work would indicate, that to follow their
advice will lead the would-be restorer to the
achievement of a much higher standard of work

A Al

for the expenditure of a given amount of money
and energy than he could attain unaided.

As stated above this is a must

“The Restoration of Vinlage and Thorough
bred Cars”, by Richard C, Wheatley and Brian
Morgan. Publishers: Messrs Batsford, London.

Our copy from Technical Book and Magazine
Co., 295-297-299 Swanston St., Melbourne, Aus-
tralia. Australian price 44/9 plus 2/6 postage.

Rust Removed
In a Flash

You can save many a weary hour toiling
with emery paper on those Veteran Car
Parts,

We can restore any old metal to its
former beauty, and if you wish, we will
treat it with cold galvanized paint to pro-
tect it from future deterioration.

BROWN SANDBLASTING
CO. LTD.

64 Fitzgerald Avenue
(Corner of St. Asaph Street)

PHONE 77-048
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Tothe Editor . .

Dear M., J. A,

As vou know, | restored a 1926 Ford Sedan
and took it to Picton. That is not what I am
concerned with, but what 1 am, is the way the
darn thing starts on the flywheel magneto and 1
thought that some of the Ford T enthusiasts may
be interested so I will elaborate a bit.

First of all, may 1 say that 1 do not use the
battery for ignition at all and start and run on
the mag entirely, it is wired for the battery of
course but not used, as when stone cold it will
start with a few upward pulls of the handle
(generally two).

The motor was completely stripped, including
the magnets from the flywheel, in removing
these the brass screws should have the riveling
filed off, in order to remove them without dam-
age, as they are cither a 15/64 x 24 thread or a
14 machine serew thread, not sure of this though.
Remove all magnets and make keepers out of
Lin. or heavier stock about fin. wide o go across
the ends of the magnets.

MNow get the magnets remagnetized by an old
time magneto man AND DO NOT REMOVE
THE KEEPERS under any circumstances until
the final assembly is finished.

The coil plate should be checked for insula-
tion and if down at all, have the coils retaped
and varnished and properly dried in an oven, it
is important thal the best quality insulating var-
nish is used and it must be dried hard.

When assembling, the crankshaflt end play must
be kept to a minimum even if this means re-
metalling the main bearings or building up the
thrust surfaces with white metal.

A friend of mine who was a Ford T specialist,
told me not to set the coil plate to magnet clear-
ance al less than .020in. at any point, but allow
more clearance at the bottom as there is a tend-
ency for the transmission assembly to sag a little.
I would think the ideal clearance would b 025in.
at the top and .035in. at the bottom. Crankshaft
end play is fatal, as magnet clearance can only
be set with a minimum of end play.

Magnets are assembled North to WNorth and
South to South, in other words, not attempting
te “stick™ to each other, this is specially important.

That is about all, except to say that when
working on the flywheel and magnets. it is essen-

tial to remember the old proverb, “Cleanliness is
next to Godlinness™ and start with a clean bench,
free of all filings, etc., as they are a real nuisance.

After finally assembling the job, remove the
keepers from the magneis, but do not, under
any circumstances allow the keepers o be remov-
ed before, not even to feel the pull.

The coil blades should not be set with too
heavy tension, as this takes all the more kick
from the magneto to get a good spark. It is under-
stood, that the timer. coils, wiring, etc,, are all
in good order,

Even in the good old days, | do not remember
a T that would start from cold on the mag with
a pull up and 1 likewise never heard of anybody
removing the magnets for magnetizing and keep-
ing the keepers on them whilst assembling.

By the way, do not forget to really tighten
the magnet holding set screws and brass screws
and re-rivet the brass screws.

Summing up, it appears to me that assuming
everything else is in order, the magneis are the
answer, it's worth a try anyway!

Kind regards,
Len Southward

80 Years

The New Singer is a product of the skill
and craftsmanship gained in the experi-
ence of eighty progressive years. From
the smallest detail to its outstanding
performance the MEW SIMGER offers
positive proof that in the long run ex-
perience counts.

Agent for Timaru and Surrounding
District

JOHN DOWLING
125 EVANS STREET — TIMARU

ALSO FOR THE FIMNEST AND MOST
REASONABLY PRICED USED CARS IN
THE DISTRICT




Dear Madam,

Your pleasure at having drawn correspond-
ence in reply to the December Editorial from a
normally silent body of readers must have ex-
ceeded that of the writer in sceing Toby Easter-
brook-Smith on his hobby horse.

However, 1 gained the impression that the years
or too many modern cars must be wearying
Toby for in some twelve hundred words he
neither got to the point of the controversy nor
quoted Shakespeare.

My recollection was that the controversy,
about Trophies—mark vyou, Canterbury men,
raged most fierce after the American engine
was installed. My comment 15 that if the effort

and money that went into creating the Special
had been expended on restoring one of the sev-
eral marques of which it was composed then
we all would have been the richer by one good
Vintage car and not the poorer by a ruined
Sunbeam motor.

As for the last paragraph of Toby's letter, he
should remember that this Club is not a Vintage
Sports Car Club, its members can appreciate
vinegar as well as wine and its Executive has
enough to do without being involved in abstruse
and lengthy arguments as to what is and what is
not a “Posi-Vintage Thoroughbred”.

Yours etc.,
Rob Shand

More Recollections

Around about 1910 certain cars were literally
proving themselves pood, and others not so good,
or possibly not so suited to our conditions. Of
course the non-professional man with the greatest
need for a car was the [armer, and he was
usually situated a long way from civilisation by
rough roads, and probably a few creek beds;
and these conditions needed something strong
and rugged and not too expensive, thus giving
the American cars a great advantage over the
English and Continental makes and I hate to
think how often we heard someone say that the
American cars were best for N.Z. conditions.

They had a big start by having such a wvast
land area with mediocre roads, and cheap petrol,
and were the instigators of mass production,
which gave cheaper costs and high production.
For these reasons American cars dominated the
market here prior to World War | and right
through it 1o well after. Naturally the European
makers made models to their own requirements
and the small cars were very nice but rather
delicate. Unfortunately whenever a large car was
produced it was a most luxurious affair, and yvou
would no more expect a farmer to carry a cow
in the back of the Rolls, than you would expecl
to see him with a fat sow in the back of a baby
Peugeot. However, the man of discrimination
had a car of English or Continental make, and it
would stand out, well above the average Ameri-
can hack, but there were one or two American
cars which were really good in every way, natur-
ally costing more, but worth it. One of these was
the Cadillac (incidentally they used to say that
every Service Run in N.Z. was built up on Cadil-
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lacs), and 1 can remember in about 1910-11 being
taken up to Mr Cuthbert Rutherford’s Station,
well back in North Canterbury near Lake Sumner
in his Cadillac, which was quite a trip for me.
Some months after, probably in the winter, |
remember my father telling somebody that Mr
Rutherford could not start his car, so he rang
the Agent and asked what he should do. The
Agent asked if he had tried flooding the carbur-

Motoring Books That Will
Appeal to Everyone
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ettor, and Mr Rutherford replied, “No, what is
it?”", All of which just shows how trouble free
a good car of these times could be.

Last issue | was talking about my little “20
Hup", which was not in the same price brackel
as the above mentioned Cadillac but, T think,
considerably older.

Although she seemed quite normal for her time,
mind you she wias old when 1 bought her; 1
seem (o remember two blocks of two bores each
and, I think, conventional valve bungs as against
the later 32 Hup™ which had a solid uncooled
plate (except for a few crude fins on lop) ex-
tending the length of the valves, and held down
by quite a few studs and nuts which just about
welded themselves on with the heat. The *20
Hup” crankcase was cylindrical and the crank-
shaft was put in endways. The gearbox was guite
small with only wo gears, and the reverse cog
was literally slung into mesh from the side. by
pulling the gear lever to the side from neutral.
The rear end | can’t remember so will give i
the benefit of the doubt.

Returning to the time when [ saw Fred Pearson
a few months ago, he told me his son had an
old acetylene lamp from a Fowler traction engine
of his, s0 1 went down to inspect this relic. The

make was “Germania™ and typical of the German
lamps of the time, had a thin waist dividing
the water and carbide, and surmounted on lop
by a huge lamp with a 6Gin. glass, whereas the
body was only about half the size, the total
height nearly 17in., and with the narrow waist
it looked like some fiendish insect with one large
eve. Even the burner was extraordinary. A motor
cyele takes roughly 12 litres of gas per hour and
a car about 17 litres, but these fraction engine
chaps had one of 27 litres. They must have
been the shining lights of those days. Funnily
the Triumph motor cycles prior to the first
World War had Germania lamps, why [ can’t
imagine. They were very ornate, but the English
ones were much sturdier, and seemed better made
all round, yet the Triumph was looked upon as
the bike of the time. About the time I acquired
the old traction lamp, 1 was looking round for
burners for a pair of head lamps of mine, and if
anyone has managed to keep on reading, he
might feel rewarded to know that there is a
firm in Christchurch with literally thousands of
various fittings and litres capacity. Taylors, the
Plumbers Merchants of Colombe Street, Christ-
church, make the burners for the railways and

would probably gladly supply any veteran enthusi-
asts.

Tyre Situation

A meecting was held at Fort Dunlop, England,
on MNovember |5th last year to discuss some of
the problems involved in supplying tyres for
vintage and veleran cars and to consider whether,
with the co-operation of the main users of these
tyres, any improvement could be made.

The Vintage Car Club of N.Z. Inc, as rep-
resented by the Veteran Car Club of Great Britain
whose representatives were F. W. Hutlon-Stott
and C. J. Bendall,

The main problems are;:—

{a) Most of the tyres used by vintage and wveteran
cars are reguired in such small quantities that
their manufacture is uneconomic.

(b) Demands are so irregular that it is difficult
to forecast the quantities that will be needed
in each size.

{c) Special craftsmen and manufacturing tech-
niques are needed in some cases, and this can
mean interfering with the flow of normal
production,

For these reasons, Dunlop would welcome any

reduction in the range of these tyres which could
be made withoul inflicting serious hardship on
vintage and weteran car enthusiasts: and any in-
formation which would make it easier to forecast
demand in each size,

The following notes. made as a result of the
meeting and after subsequent discussion among
the Dunlop Rubber Company officials concerned,
express the present Dunlop policy on tyres for
vintage and veteran cars. This policy substantially
meets the recommendations of the vintage and
veteran car club representatives, and Dunlop
would welcome their agreement with it.

I. It was considered that only four sizes could
be dropped without serious hardship, namely:
6.00/6.50-20 7.00-23
7.00-20 il x 4 8.8,

These sizes will remain in the range for the

time being, but some or all of them may be

deleted after further consideration within the
next few months.
2. The five sizes of Beaded Edge molor cycle



covers already scheduled for deletion include
three for which the Veteran Car Club con-
siders there is still a need. They are 26 x 24-
24, 26 % 3 and 28 x 3. These will be retained
for the time being., but this decision may
have to be reconsidered Fairly soon, especi-
ally in the case of 28 x 3.
3. The range will be:—

4.50-19 6.00/6.50-18
4.50/4.75/5.00-20 19 Fort
4.50/4.75-21 20
4.75/5.00-18 7.00-17 Fort
19 I8 Fart
5.00/5.25-21 ) Fort
5.25/5.50-18 20
19 21
20 23
6.00-21 7.50-17 Fort
Beaded Edge 820 x 120 32 x 44
30 x 34 875 x 105 B.E. Motor
-”ﬂ X 9[! EHI'] X E:r} C}"I:IE
?ﬁﬂ'?‘l G 395 x 135 353&2!-31
10 x 90 Straight Side 26 x 3
815 x 105 31 5 4 28 x 3

4. Most of these sizes will be withdrawn from
the normal price list. They will be manufac-
tured only occasionally, in batches, at times
when they can be made most economically
and with least dislocation in the factory. It
will therefore not usually be practicable to
give firm delivery promises for sizes which
are out of stock.

Ly

The Flat Base tubes which fit some of the

covers in the vintage and veteran range are

no longer available. In nearly all such cases.
existing tubes can be modified.

6. In addition to the valuable information given
at the meeting. Dunlop will welcome any
further information about probable demands
which clubs may be able to give from time 1o
lime.

7. Tt will at some future time be necessary to in-
crease the prices of certain Dunlop vintage
and veteran tyres in relation to the prices of
normal production tyres, but this step is not
contemplated immediately.

8. These notes represent Dunlop’s present inten-
tions only, and nothing in them must be taken
as a promise to keep any size in production
indefinitely; but it will continue to be the
Company’s policy to deal with all matiers
affecting the vintage and wveteran car move-
ments as sympathetically as circumstances per-
mit.

9, When any changes in the vintage and veteran
car tyre range are contemplated, Dunlop will
wherever possible try to inform the clubs
represented at this meeting, and any others
who may wish to be so informed, in advance.

10, No change is intended in the method of distri-

bution of vintage and veteran tyres. They will

continue to be supplied through the trade in
the normal way. In cases of difficulty the

Vinlage Car Club of New Zealand can advise

vou,

What it was!

SOLUTION TO THE MARCH QUIZ

The March quiz car was one which defeated
the curious once again. Suggested solutions in-
cluded 119 Lagonda. and Singer, but in fac
the mystery car was a 1925 11 hp. GW.K.

What and Where

The latest car quiz for Beaded Wheels Readers,
see if vou can identify the car in this photo
and post your guess to the Editor, 20 Hackthorne
Road, Christchurch. The names of the know-
ledgeable together with other interesting details
of the machine will appear in the next issue.

G.W.K. light cars were made at Maidenhead,
Berkshire, England, and from Edwardian days
when they possessed a vertical two cylinder engine
to the vintage period, when two more cylinders
were added, thev remained conventional looking
cars with an unconventional system of friction
drive which became the hallmark of this make.




Canterbury Notes

R. 5. Turnbull

Yintage Cor Club M.Z. (Inc.), Canterbury Branch.,

Chairman: R. 5. Turnbull

Since the last issue there has been an event of
major importance in the branch territory, to wit
the Pennzoil Rally to Picton as well as other
lesser happenings both of a motoring and of
administrative nature.

As the Piclon event was a national one it is
described elsewhere in this issue, but here the
efforts of the organisers and officials, mostly Can-
terbury members, and the local competitors should
be mentioned. For an event of this scope the time
available for planning was almost insufficient but
by frequent and time consuming trips to Picton
Sam Slyfield of Pennzoil and Andy Anderson,
Leon Witte, Richard Palmer and others of the
club  executive managed, despite unforseen
changes at Picton. to ensure the smooth [unction-
ing of the Rally. Mollie Anderson and Richard
Palmer, in particular, deserve praise as they
assisted greatly with the organising knowing that
they would be unable 1o be at the Rally.

During the weeks that preceded Easter, many
hours were spent by local members preparing

Hen. 5ec.: R, J Cummins, 23 Randolph 5t., Christchurch

their cars. The 23-60 Vauxhall of Jim Cummins
had removed, in a very short time, all the denits
and bodily defects due to considerable use in the
hands of many owners, and after many coats of
dark green duco was transformed. Also a pair of
lamps of unknown manufacture but considerable
size and power replaced the ex-Austin ones fitted,
and new kingpin bushes have improved the sieer-
ing which is now not unduly heavy considering
the direct ratio and the size of the car. The only
trouble experienced during the rally was starter
motor failure and engines of over 4 litres are
heavy Lo crank.

Another car that underwent a rapid improve-
ment of appearance and performance was num-
ber two of Terry Chick’s Talbot Darracq team.
Having bought it only a few weeks before Easter
he and his crew checked over the engine, replaced
# worn timing chain and a broken piston and re-
painted the body to match the first Talbot which
incidentally was the one with the slightly taller
radiator and separate side lights. For both these

C. HUNTON LTD

55 KILMORE STREET
CHRISTCHURCH

Body Builders & Painters

Chaossis ond Axle Repairers—Panel
Beoters

Telephone 69-786

BEFORE

OUR FIMISHED WORK

A Genuine Photo Reproduction




smooth running cars the trip was uneventful.
Due to considerable pre-Picton work on the
motor of his 4 cylinder O.M., Peter Shaskey
obtained an overall fuel consumption of 26 m.p.g.
and considerably better performance on hills, and
surprisingly, did not suffer from gasket trouble,
the cylinders being very close together on this
motor. Also, in the acceleration test the O.M.
performed as well as a standard 501 Fiat which
15 a considerably lighter car but also of 14 litres.
Except for the Maxwell of A. 5. Pearse, who
had neglected to carry the equipment to spread
split rims, all the Canterbury cars arnved at
Picton, some of them encountering small troubles
on the way. Tom Clements in his 501 Fial was
delayed with magneto trouble south of Cheviot
which he finally cured, but perhaps the most epic
journey was that of Leon Witte, Jack Wilkins
and crew in the 1912 “Zero™ Fiat. After having
worked to the early hours of the morning for
many days previously. they continued right
through till 5 a.m. on the Friday morning, had a
wash, and went to the start. After experiencing
numerous annoying sloppages in the first 12 miles
due to tyre trouble, petrol, ignition and the
crankhandle falling from its socket, one of these
stops being in the middle of the Waimakariri
Bridge. they continued on until just before
Cheviot the engine stopped completely, the
magneto having thrown the shellac insulation
from the armature. After being towed to Cheviot.
a search of the local garages failed to produce a

replacement Bosch ZF4 so the magneto was
taken to Kaikoura, the armature freed, cleaned
and reassembled. Fortunately it still produced
sparks so was refited and the Fiat was once
more mobile. Although it was then late in the
day they motored on and after a cold but other-
wise pleasant moonlight drive, the wvery tired
crew arrived at Picton at about 2 am., not a
bad effort for the first outing of a rebuilt car.

Unfortunately a number of the Canterbury
members had trouble with their cars on the
return journey. We hope this did not detract oo
much from their enjoyment of the event and wish
them better luck next time.

After many months and considerable thought
the Canterbury branch committee have at last
found a building suitable for clubrooms, the
clubhouse of the Waimairi Golf Club which has
just completed a larger building. This acquisition
must eventually be moved from ils present site
where it overlooks the golf course to another a
few chains away on Beach Road where it should
provide a very suitable headquarters for the
branch. The moving and re-erection will obvi-
ously require labour, both skilled and unskilled,
and when all the negotiations have been com-
pleted and the decisions made, local members
will be enlisted for work in ecither of the above
catagories. The scheme embarked on appears to
offer clubrooms of our own at a lower cost than
any of the other propositions considered and we
look forward to carrying it through.

Cokers Hotel

W. A. Clapham

29 SOUTHWARK STREET — CHRISTCHURCH

Between Manchester and Madras Streets, Alongside
PHOME 77-471

Canterbury Service for

BOSCH

SERVICE

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries




Wanganui Notes

Bob Hall.

Vintage Car Club of M.Z. (Inc.) (Wonganui Brench)

Chairman: F. R. Williamson,

The big event since last issue is of course the
Mational Rally at Picton at which the Branch
was represented by twelve vehicles. There were
feverish preparations on the Wednesday evening,
and in the case of the Caseley 1914 Buick much
burning of the midnight oil. With an obstinate
leak at the water pump, il was finally decided 1o
take it to Wellington per trailer, and the convoy
left Wanganui at 445 am. in cold but fine
weather, Good time was made to Levin where a
visit was paid to Trevor Hudson who intended
leaving later in the day with his 1925 Austin to
catch the Lyvutelton ferry. Wellington was reached
mid-morning in gale force winds. At the wharf
Reg. Lee had a few hectic moments. As he was
handing over the sheaf of shipping papers a
corner of the Ansaldo hood tore from its moor-
ings. The hood was saved, and remarkable to
relate, s0 also were the precious papers. Some
Harbour Board rope secured the hood temporar-
ily, and the cars were duly got on board. They
were all treated well by the hoist gang, and once

i

A. P. (Bert) TONKS &
SON LTD.

111 Duncan Street, Wanganui East

Coach Builders — Motor Trimmers

Paonel Beaters and Painters
Complete Restorations Undertaken
Mudguards, Panels, etc., Made to

Authentic Detail
or Photographs

from Patterns,

Secretary: R, Lee, 34 Mo. 3 Line, Wongonui East.

aboard, all hoods were lowered and tarpaulins
tied over the cars. The Rangitira sailed just aflter
midday and grim were the forebodings of a
rough trip. However, in spite of the wind, the
sea was relatively calm and the crossing a pleas-
ant one without incident except for the Buick
which had the misfortune to have the lower half
of the windscreen blown in against the sleering
wheel and smashed. In fact, Vic Caseley’s stars
must have been in a particularly bad aspect just
at the tnme of the Rally, for Saturday morning,
in the first event, the acceleration test, the Buick
failed to leave the mark. The faull was later
found to be a broken driveshaft pinion. Bad luck
for this beautifully restored example of the early
Buick with s all new diamond-pleated and but-
toned leather upholstery and fresh grey paint.

Two Wellington cars accompanied the others
on the crossing. These were the immaculate “T"
Ford of Len Southward, and the unique little
Crestmobile (1902) of Delaney. On the Thursday.
the Carterton De Dion drove down the 55 miles
to Wellington, but wishing to have a full clear
day, just in case, Rex Porter elected to cross by
the later boat, sailing at 11.30 p.m. He left home
at 11 a.m., formally despaiched by His Worship
the Mayor, of Carterton, lunched at tearooms at
the Summit of the Rimutakas (elevation 1820 ft.),
had afternoon tea at Trentham, and reached the
wharl at 430 p.m. The trip was completely
troublefree which is a remarkable tribute to this
rare old 1900 model of only 44 h.p. Times were
accurately taken throughout the trip. authentic-
ated by signatures at twelve points, and actual
travelling time was 3 hours 52 minutes. Up hill
from Featherston to the top of the Hill averaged
8 m.p.h., and down the other side 25 m.p.h. Over
the whole trip the average was 131 m.p.h., ex-
cluding stopping time for refreshments and rou-
tine maintenance such as adding grease to the
diff. drive gears and draining oul used engine ail
fevery 20 miles)! There was a very strong head
wind on the Hill, and at most corners where they
caught the full blast. the passenger and some-
times the driver as well, had to dismount to
lighten the load and walk beside the old bus till
it began to pick up speed again. Al Picton, Sam
Slyfield (of the Pennzoil Co.) very nobly turned



out at 3 am. in the rain to escort the De Dion
to a safe garage for the remainder of the night.

Friday morning some of the team went for a
short launch trip and the rest of the day was
spentl in preparing the cars and paying social
calls, until the main contingent from South began
to arrive late afternoon. Saturday, of course, was
the big day, reported elsewhere, bul il can be
mentioned here that every “Mainlander” thor-
oughly enjoyed the day and was full of praise for
the organisation, the interesting evenls and the
many fine and varied cars presented by the South
Islanders.

In the blindfold driving test the Ansaldo broke
a brake-rod. (Would appear that driver Lee’s
strength went from eyes to feet!)

As the return boat did not leave Picton till the
Monday evening. the opportunity was taken 1o
make a search of the district with some satisfac-
tory results, One car returning from the direction
of Blenheim was seen lo contain, besides the full
complement of “odd bods”, sundry bits of
machinery among which were a much needed
Humberette front axle. (Did someone say some-
thing about a successful raid into enemy terri-
tory?)

The homeward trip was an all night one, leav-
ing the City at 11.30 p.m. and arriving at Wanga-
nui at 345 am. after an uneventful run on a
lovely starry night, The convoy consisted of

Overland (Tom Stirling). Walker's Ansaldo (Reg.
Lee), Humber (Peter Williamson), and the Zedel
and Buick on truck and trailer. The De Dion,
with all lights lit and the exhaust-whistle tweetl-
ing made a fine Exit from the wharf, laden down
to the Plimsoll Mark with driver, two crew mem-
bers and a mountain of luggage piled on the floor
above the wind shield level. They ran only as far
as The Hutt where they stayed the night, and
made the return Hill crossing next morning in
glorious weather. They report having been stop-
ped by a Limb of the Law, at midnight in the
Petone main streel, and asked for Warrant of
Fitness and Driver’s Licence. Both were in order,
and probably the Constable really only wanted
te have a private view. Anyway, he was com-
pletely mollified by a demonstration drive in a
quiet and dark side street. On reaching home,
this car had covered 180 miles in the Rally.
Four cars and their crews stayed on in the
South for a week or so touring and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. The vehicles gave no trouble
throughout and created quite a bit of interest in
various places. The tourists were: Diamler, Bert
and Mrs Tonks: Alvis, Ken and Mrs Wright;
Morgan, Chas. and Mrs Withers: and Austin,
Trevor and Mrs Hudson and two small children,
MUSEUM BUILDING. Work has gone along
steadily and the building is now completely en-
closed and the rool sealed and watertight (we

Can We Assist You

We carry a very large Stock of MNEW
Pistons semi finished to suit EARLY and
LATE Maodel Cars.

Prices Are Right and our
SERVICE PROMPT

E. WINHALL & Co. Ltd

Motor Reconditioners
MASTERTON

Phone 4739 Business 7334 Residence

MN.ZL.'s Oldest @ Dealership

GORDON HUGHAN LTD.
P.O. Box 48 Permbroke Street

CARTERTON

Ford Dealers Since 1907

Phones: Garoge 53 H. G. Hughan 333
R. Porter 284M I. W. Hopping 2385
W. D. Allen 52 H. M. Catt 364
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hope). What is badly needed now is a gratuitous
electrical installation worker. Any offers? Make
haste, as we hear Canterbury have bought a
building and are moving it on to their section.

The Branch has accepted an invilation to par-
ticipate in the MNapier Centennial Celebrations 1o
be held Movember Ist next.

Bert Tonks has picked up a Maxwell, circa
1210, from a suburb right in Wanganui. It has
been a long job—he has been after it since
before he acquired the Diamler. Restoration
might take nearly as long as it is pretty “tatty”.
He is also reported to have come by a vintage
M.G. of about 1927—the type reminiscent of the
bull-nose Morris.

Gordon Brotherston’s Model T is well on the
way. {Len Southward had better look out as this
i5 going to be a good one.)

Just before Easter the Branch was invited to
put on a display at Wanganui Airport in connee-

tion with Airscapades Pageant (a charity func-
tion). Cars were shown in various stages of rest-
oration from the newly discovered Maxwell
(“Surely you're not going to make that thing
g0."'), through restored chassis of Model T's 1o
the Vintage classics such as the Ansaldo and the
Alvis.

In Carterton, the rebuilding of the shed in
which to rebuild the rare old Mewton Bennett, is
nearing completion after once before having
reached almost that stage and then being blown
down mn a gale. Some have troubles one way and
some another. The “Denny™ De Dion (1907) is
coming along slowly but a bad paich was met in
the form of a seriously cracked gearbox housing
and some “shot” ballraces of difficult dimensions.
But, one must needs recall that fine old Latin (?)
phrase “nil bastardatum carborundum®, which
loosely translated means, “don’t let things grind
you down.”

Otago Notes

R. 5. Ferens

Yintage Car Club M.Z. (Inc.) Otago Branch
Hon. Sec.: A. W. Bramwell, 37 Morion 5t., Dunedin.

Chairman: R, 5. Ferens,

The Branch is still in the old club rooms and
has now obtained a more premanenl arrnage-
ment which is more than satisfactory. For a short
period the fulure was very indefinite as to
whether we could retain our headquarters, altern-
atives were found and although they may not
have had the obvious advantages that at present
exist, it is fortunate that we did not have to shift.

Moggin and Natter evenings have been on the
programme once a month, with a film evening as
an alternative depending upon the availability of
suitable films.

It is a long sad story that only five cars out of
sixteen entered reached Picton in the Pennzoil
Rally, but it can be said that all tried.

REASONS FOR FAILURE. Scratchings num-
bered 5, of which 2 were not ready in time, 2 had
seriopus lrouble the preceding week, and 1 had
the engine assembled minus rings.

Failures on journey numbered 6, of which |
had diff. trouble, 1 had bearing trouble, | had
generator trouble, | had con rod trouble, | had
piston trouble, and 1 found that the weather con-
ditions in an open veteran delayed the practica-
bility of the journey.

From the above record it can be seen that the
Otzgo members had more than their share of
hard luck. but in the words of the Club Captain
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even the number of cars that completed the
Rally could not have been possible a year ago.
It is a pity the reporis of the local press were
not a little more accurate in their account of the

number that failed (or is it). Continued over page
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Fifteen club members were invited to Mr T, A.
Thomson's residence to inspect his 1936 Phantom
11 Continental Rells Royee. This inspection was
not just a look at a car, but one where the
machine was jacked up, and floorboards, etc.,
removed and in fact evervthing explained to the
finest detail. Later a history of the Rolls Royce
Company in slide form was presented with a
very good commentary, after which it was evi-
dent that we had gained more than a passing
interest in this famous marque.

A NMight Trial was held on Saturday the 10th
of May causing general bewilderment to all
navigators. It appears to be a feature of our
efforts that the navigator who is generally pic-
tured as a character who adopts that crouched
attitude in the front seat mumbling “one minute
late,” or *'l give up.,” has not had the time or
opportunity to do so in the trials that have been
held. Indeed a pleasant change.

It is not general policy to viclimise members
but the Orago Branch would like it made known
to their various friends throughout the vintage
world that Bob Oakley, and Michael Haggitt are
both engaged, and as both their future wives are
not adverse to either veteran or vintage machin-
ery we congratulate them.

Classified Advertisements

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
RATES

CLUB MEMBERS: Free for first three lines (approx.

25 words); thereafter 1/- per line (8 words).

MON-MEMBERS: 5/- for first three lines or less; there-

after 1/- per line.

To be accepted all advertisecments must be typed and
be accompanied by the necessary remittance and must
be in the hands of the Editor not later than the 15th

day of the month before publication date.

Special display advertisements of cars for sale com-
plete with photos may be inserted at special and very
reasonable rates, for details of which service write to

the Editor.

FOR SALE: Veteran Car Beer Mugs. We have a
limited stock of Mugs by Wade, decorated with
authentic pictures of the following six Veteran
Cars: Ford, Darracg, Sunbeam, Benz, Rolls
Royce, Peugeol. 4 pint 10/6 — Pint 13/6. Owing
to import restrictions this is our last shipment for
some time. Stocks are rapidly being sold and we
take the liberty of advising members to avail
themselves of what may be a last opportunily.
Address orders to: Tony Kennett, R. L. Kennett
and Co. Ltd., 211 High Street, Christchurch.
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FOR SALE: Blocks of Photographs which have
been in Beaded Wheels. Contact Editor, 20 Hack-
thorne Road, Chrisichurch,

FOR SALE: 1926 20/60 Vauxhall Saloon, 5 new
tyres, complete, only rusty. £70. Apply to Dennis
King, Nelson.

FOR SALE: DR 70 Delage Saloon. Perfect con-
dition, £125. Apply J. Young, Aurora Street,
Hornby, Christchurch.

FOR SALE: 1935 Brough, perfect condition.
Price £500. Apply to P.O. Box 28, Raetihi.

FOR SALE: 1926 Clyno, small body repairs. req.,
good tyres, four wheel brakes, £50 or offer. To K.
Steffenson, 221 England Street, Christchurch.
WANTED: Humberette (or similar) back end.
Track 3ft. 8ins. R. P. Lee, 34, Mo. 3 Line,
Wanganui.

WANTED: Information leading to parts for or
gen on Regal Cars circa 1911-1914, or even com-
plete car. J. Moulton, 10 Kotare Street, Christ-
church.

WANTED: Single cylinder Cadillac engine with
or without gearbox. Interested in any bits. G, D.
Harris, 103 Suva Street, Riccarton, Christchurch.

WANTED: 4 Brass Hub Caps for Model T Ford.
Replies to R. Bruce Micholls, “Sandhurst™, Pri-
vate Bag, Christchurch.

WANTED: Back numbers of Beaded Wheels,
any issue. Contact Editor, 20 Hackthorne Road,
Christchurch. Stite price.

WANTED: Any 6.00 x 22 8.8, Tyres for Buick 6.
Reply with price and condition to MeMicoll, 422
Selwyn Street, Christchurch.

WANTED: 500 x 24 Tyres and Tubes and any
information regarding 1923 Rickenbacker would
be appreciated. Contact K. W. Parker, P.O. Box
30, Lyuelton.

WANTED: 44 Bentley wanted; also Type 62
Rudge Whitworth wheel hubs or wheels complete
for 3 Litre Bentley. L. Southward, |4 Massey
Avenue, Lower Hutt,

WANTED: Information on [1905-6 Reliability
Trial from Auckland to Wellington. Write D.
Hall, P.O. Box 924, Hamillon.

WANTED: Vee Radiator for 1915 Qakland. Set
2lin. Spoked Wheels to fit Sunbeam 14/40 fine
spline. K. Steffenson, 221 England Street, Lin-
wood, Christchurch.

WANTED: Vintage Saloon or Limousine, 7
Seater preferred. Must be in good order and rea-
sonable. Photos and particulars please o Box
1674, Christchurch.



The history of

Castrol is
the history of

motoring

Since 1399 when the World's Land
Speed Record stood at 63 m.p.h., the
name of Wakefield has lead the field.
Cusirol has broken more world records
than any other oil, and today stands as
the acknowledged * Masierpiecc in
nils™. It is used by most British motor-
ists and approved by all British
motor-car and motor cycle makers.

1 One of Sir Malcolm Campbell’s
nine successful atlempis on the
World's Land Speed Record —all
using Castrol. The 1933 version of
“Bluebird™ doing 272 m.p.h.

1 Another famous record breaker
on Castrol was Sir Henry Segrave.
His. “Golden Arrow™ travelled at
231 m.p.h. in 1929,

3 Capt. George Eysion broke the
Worlds Land Speed Record an 357
m_p.h. in September 1938. Another
Castrol triumph.

4 Geoll Duke, World Champion
Motor Cyclist relies on Casirel. THE

MASTERPIECE IN OILS



1906 CADILLAC MODEL ‘M’ TOURING CAR
The 1906 Codilloc catologue cloimed: ‘Mo effort or expense
hos been spared to moke the 1906 Cadillac all that could
be wished or in a light family cor, It is copoble of o speed
of 25 ta 30 miles an hour . . .
The general design is of surpassing beouty ond, with our
superb finish, gives it a tone of quiet richness which will not
be excelled”.
The 1906 Codilloe Model ‘M’ Touring Car had o one-cylinder
engine, rated at 9.7 horse-power, This engine hod been used
by Cadilloc since its beginning, in 1902, The weight of the
Model "M wos 1,578 pouds, and it hod o wheelbose of 76",
The price of the Cadillac Model "M was 950 dollars . .
1,025 dollars with Cope Carte top and lomps were not
included in either price.

General Motors Mew Zealand Limited, 1
Bouverie Street, Petone, ond at Upper Hutt 1

GEMERAL™,

HMOTORS |3
Chavralet, Vauxhall, Holdcn, Pontioz, Didsmobile, S
Buick Cadillac Cars, Bedford ond Chevralet AT e
Trucks. Frigidoire Houschold Appliances. G.M. '..-t ‘;
Digsal TR Wy D

e T

1905 BUICK MODEL ‘c'

Powered by a two-cylinder wvalve-in-
head 22 h.p. engine located under the
body and cranked from Fhe Sicde,
Driven by a central chain from the
engine to the rear axle. Water ond
petrod tanks mounted onder the hood
Planetary tronsmission, two forword
and one reverse speeds. Cone clutch,
spring tensioned. 85" wheelbose, 56"
tread, 30" ortillery spoked wheels
Weight 1,740 pounds. Price, with oxtras
\ 1,200 dollars,

190% OAKLAND MODEL "40°
Intraduced  in 1909, whea Qoklocnd
jpined the General Motors Corparation.
Powered by a four-cylinder engine,
developing 40 horsepower, The
cylinders of this engine weré cost in
pairs, similar to a four-cylinder motor
cycle enging. With a 112 inch whegl-
bose, the Oaklond Model *“40° wos o
full five-seater. 34" wheels, 4" hyres,
weight 2000 pounds.

1913 CHEVR

OLET 'BABY CRAMD'
e aof the earliest Chevrolefs Thit
ngular - cowl wihich
Iy Chevrgle
on  this o

g fo a  Four-cyl
s-in-head engine  developing 21,
A full five-scater, it had a 104"
& wiighed 2,375 pounds and
¢t BT5 dollars
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