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Beaded Wheels is the voice of the Vintage and Veteran Car Movement in New Zealand and of the Clubs whose
effort s are fostering and ever widening the interest in this movement and form rallying points for tha t ever
incr easing band of en thusiasts. The fascination of age itself or revulsion from the flashy mediocrity of our
present day is drawing an increasing number of motorists back to the individuality, solid worth , and func­
tional elegance that was demanded by a more discriminating generation and it is to these that we dedicate-
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There are few persons interested in the evolution of the

motor car who have not at one time or another debated
the fate of the steam car. The apparent demise of this
type of car at a comparatively early stage in motoring
history is a mystery to a great number of persons most
of whom have never even seen a steam car much less one
in going order.

Those who have known steam vehicles in the past are
usually quick to point out the virtues of silence. good
acceleration and simplicity of transmission, but either
slow or unwilling to define the vices or difficulties pecul­
iar to this form of locomotion with the result that a very
large number of persons seem to regard the demise of the
steam car as an untimely mystery. It is not uncommon to
find the knowledgeable and not so knowledgeable earn­
estly debating the virtues and shortcomings of steam and
there are not a few suggestions that there may be a
revival of commercial interest in this form of motor
transport.

Did it die or was it killed? Was the steam car so far
ahead of its time that it has never gained the recognition
which it merits or was it an anachronism from the days
of Stephenson? Is it conceivable that there could be a
revival of interest in this field of automobile development
or has the steam car been firmly supplanted by the con­
ventional petrol engine. An even more controversial topic
-Will the jet propelled car supersede the internal com­
bustion engine?

The view taken by some authorities is that the steam
car is dead, presumably because of its obvious and appar­
ently insurmountable shortcomings foremost of which is
its insatiable thirst. Clutton and Stanford in their excellent
book 'The Vintage Motor Car" say that the death war­
rant of the steam car as a racing vehicle was finally signed
as early as 1895 and continue to say that steam des ign
"remains a dead limb on the tree of motoring history" .
Max Pemberton, referring to the White steam car in his
book 'The Amateur Motorist" published in J907, writes
"many engineers still believe that "steam " is the power of
the future and will eventually prevail. " Could these sup­
porters of steam be more far-sighted than ever the author
or any of us imagine? The pages of "Veteran and Edward-
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ian Mot or Ca rs:' bv Da vid Sco tt- Mo ncrielf. co n­
tain many inte resting and co mplime nta ry co m ­
ment s on stea m vehicles a nd give th e impression
th at the stea m car took a lot lon ger tim e to die

th an Messrs Clutto n and Stan ford wo uld lead us
to believe.

And so the riddl e rem ains-Is the stea m ca r
dead or dormant?

Northern Natter Chet Parker

Vintage and Veteran Car Club (Auckland [nc.]

President: B. McGinn Hon. Secretary: N . Adams
Auckland Editor: P. V. Maxwell, 38 Golf Avenue, Otahuhu, Auckland.

As we approac h mid-yea r 1958, it is interesting
to take stoc k of development s to dat e.

T he Rot o rua Rally , wh ich has rightly become
the Club's big ann ual attracti on , was th e most
success ful ye t, and a tt racted mor e entra n ts tha n
ever. Ev en more importan t, the standard of the
co mpe ting ca rs was immeasureabl y higher th an
before. Ve ry pleasing is the mann er in wh ich
so me owner s of wha t wer e in th e past fairly
scruffy ca rs, are now gett ing cra cking, and are in
fact vieing with eac h o the r a t event a fter eve nt
wi th ca rs in conco urs co ndit ion or nearly so.

T he picni c meetings whi ch are held to a llow
eve n the most non-compet itive minded to enjoy
th em selves, are stra nge ly en ou gh not well a tte nd­
ed , and fr ankl y never have been . H ow ever , whe n­
ever there is a tri al o r a run to ano ther centre ,
there is plenty of enthusiasm and plent y of
entrants, whi ch mu st tell us som ething or ot he r?

A small co ntinge nt of good ca rs a tte nded th e
N orthcote Borough 's Anniversary D ay celeb ra -

tion s ea r ly in Ap ril , on wh ich occasion a parade
of tran sport th rou gh the years fro m colon ial days
was stage d . The borough officials were pleased a t
the sho wing, and thi s once more proves th e point
th at ce rta in of these civic affairs are well wort h
suppo rting.

Always popul a r are gym kha nas, and quite a
few of our d rivers are becoming ad ept a t the
d riving tests. T he Waik ato is rap idly becoming
more and more vin tage minded, and on April
15th. at T e Rap a , an excellent gymk ha na was
held with a fine mu ster of cars fro m Au ckland ,
H untl y, Hamilton , and Rot oru a. The H am ilton
boys need no lesson s in co nduct ing suc h an eve nt,
and we look fo rward to them ar riving at th e next
gymkhan a in Au ckl an d.

Int erest in newly discovered vehicles co ntinues
to ab sorb people, and the num bers are still grow­
ing, fo r a t T e Rap a wer e seen in a ll th eir glor y,
severa l most exc iting ca rs not well kn own in the
North before.

1925 20/60 Sunbeam Sports Tourer of P. V. Mall.well arriv ing ot the Show Grounds at the conclusion of the
Rotorua Rally, in which it gained first place. Photo by Pho tocro ft Rotoruo Ltd .
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Stocks of Tyres and Useful Parts

for Vintage Enthusiasts at

reasonable pr ices .

We Wreck
Earlp Model Cars

THE LONG, LONG TRAIL TO A
VETERAN DELAGE

Part 11 by Jim Francis

On the trip home the little Delage went like a
cha rm non -stop , and just as well fo r the brake s
were none too good. Everyo ne on the way sto p­
ped to have a look, for she was fa irly rough an d
was bouncing a bout with all the insulat ion tape
on the tyres.

On arri val home the next jo b was to find a
co rner to store her, while I gave her a coa t of
paint and a genera l tighten do wn, also to find
some tyre s. In the ya rd there was littl e room,
but af ter a few hours wo rk clear ing up , r man­
aged to find enough space . A roo f was built
over the Del age and at night s I set to work strip­
pin g the paint, for it was layers thi ck.

Wh at I was most interested in was the radiator,
for after taking some paint off, I came to brass.
There wer e many hours of work put in on the
radi at or , but it looked nice when finished . I
didn 't scra pe much of the body as r soo n got
tired o f it. r d id the bonn et and the co wl on
which r tr ied cau st ic sod a. but wished I hadn 't
as it was slow , and the primer didn 't take well.
The rest of the bod y 1 gave a good clea n down ,
prim ed it and then fo llow ed with two coa ts of
finish .

The wheels were slow going-two hours to
clea n and three to paint for there are six ty-fo ur

Saleyard Road Otahuhu

JONESw.

George Gilltrap in his inimitable manner has
discovered and put int o co mmissio n a very rare
Wolseley Sports two-seater light ca r o f circ a
1923. This cha rming little ca r with its pointed
tail a nd gleam ing coachwo rk is probabl y the onl y
one in New Zealand of the sma ll number ever
pr oduced , and George would like to hear of any­
one with kno wledge of the type.

To G eorge however , the most thrilling acqu isi­
tion s for a long time and there have certa inly
been a few tasty acqui sition s, a re that beautiful
brace of veter ans so long on the outskir ts of the
movem ent-the 190 I (or thereab outs) Pan hard,
and the ci rca 1905 Clement Bayard tha t pre v­
iously belonged to Lou Ren aldi . These fine cars
are veteran s indeed, and in delightful condition.

In the a bsence of sufficient vet eran s, quite a
number of enthusiasts have turned to vintage
type s some of which are of humble origin, but
which in view of their splendid restoration are
now most worthy vehicles, and mu ch more use­
a ble for everyday and for long distance club
events. This was a tendency lo ng ago foreseen
by the Co mmittee, and has now paid dividends
in quite a nice array of Buicks, Fords, Moon,
etc., that o therw ise would have fad ed away, but/'
which in fact do represent ea rly New Zealand
types that were met with on the roads of the
period.

The well restored Buick 4 T ourer of Norm
Ca diliac , and the Cope Durant , ar e indi cat ive of
Steele, fro m Huntly, together with the McMillan
this valu able co ntributio n that some people could
simply not visua lize a while back .

Of the more exclusi ve types, we a re very
pleased to report the capture of a vint age sports
ca r to whet the appetite o f the co nno isseur. This
ca r, soo n to be seen in Club events as it is
a lrea dy most sound and original , belongs to Don
Paten, of Auckland, and a number of enthusi­
as ts thr ough the years have heard of it lurking
near Turangi.

Yes, mo st unusual and probabl y unique in
this country, it is a 2 litre 6 cyl. Cross ley Sports
4-seat er of 15.7 h.p. kn own as the "Shelsey"
model , not to be confused with the ea rly Vintage
and Ed wardian Crossley of the same name,
which was a four cy linder side valve machine.

The Paton car is a spo rting, fabric bodied ca r,
distin ctl y resembl ing a Va nde n Plas 3-1itre
Bentley, with neat pointed radiato r, and long
swept guard s. We look forward to supplying
Beaded Wheel s with a road test and ph otos of
th is distin ctive car in due co urse.
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spokes in each wheel. After the painting wa s
done she began to look re asonably tid y, and of
course 1 was keen for a trial. but the tyres were
still a problem I had not been able to overcome.
Mechanically a ll I did wa s to fit a new set o f
plugs a nd tighten a few nuts.

One night while looking through the cars and
trucks for sa le, I sa w a 1925 Overland van for
sale fo r £20 adverti sed as being in good order
with ten good 30 x 3+ tyres. I thought that here
was my ch ance, so o ff 1 went to Newmarket look­
ing for the street. The van was parked outside
and lo oked quite good. while inside were all th e
tyres a nd rims. Ju st as I was going in the gate,
I saw the cu rta ins move as the owner watched
me a pproach. ---

After talking for a while with the owner, wh o
told me th at it had just had new rings, tools , etc.,
I sa id , " H o w a bo ut a run '!" The battery wa s flat
and so out came the crank handle. He said to me
" A fter two turns pu sh in thi s lever, and pull out
these two a nd she should ro ar into life , and so
she did -the motor flat out' The owner tore
round a nd cut the throttle back , and I he ard a
few kn ock s, which he told me were du e to the

points being a littl e ad van ced . Re ally a ll I was
interested in was the tyres, and so after a run
round the block I sa id . "She'll do ", paid him a
deposit , and ca lled for it the next ni ght.

The Ov erland was, I found , a terrible thing to
dr ive. The clutch wa s touchy, a nd I very nearly
cleaned up several ca rs on the way home. All 1
had in mind was that here a t last were tyres for
the Del age , but I had a di sappointment in sto re,
for wh en I got home I found they were to o big
b y only half an inch' Still o ne live s and learns.
I simply advertised the O verl and ag ain , an d sold
it to two young ch aps.

A week later, my friend a nd I went to the
South Island on our Army warrants, and every­
wh ere we went, we asked in all th e garage s for
any 765 x 105 tyres for sale. Most of the pro­
prietors looked at us as if we were silly. Finally
after ten day s, we located two go od ones in a
Nel son garage .

On my return home, I was so on a ble to make
th e D elage re ady for the ro ad. and the da y
arrived when 1 co uld take it o ut for a run round
the Ot ahuhu ba ck streets .

(T o be continued .)

Road Test No. 14 1908 10-12 H.P. COVENTRY HUMBER

W. S. Turnbull

The car reviewed here is an elegant and beauti­
fully re stored 3-sea te r 10-12 h .p. Humber belong­
ing to Hugh Foster, one o f ou r Christchurch
members. It ha s been rebuilt fr om the derelict
rem ains o f one o f these C o ventry built cars, an
early a nd very su ccessful a ttemp t by Me ssrs
Humber Limited at producing a four cylinder of
notable reli ability which in 1908 so ld for the ver y
popular pri ce of £315.
This car was sold by Adams Ltd. who were then
Humber agents in C h ristchur ch a nd wh ose plate
appears on the ca r. Wh en a bout three years old
it was bought by Mr J . McKee, of Kirwee, a nd
used on m ail del ivery work under wh at must
have been so mewha t a rd uo us cond itio ns for o nce
when we visited him he explained how he was
always a ble to ford a certain river safely whereas
o ther drivers wh o were o ver ha sty inv ari ably had
their engine s stop in mid-stream with wet car­
burettor or ignition system. The Humber gave
good service but was eventually pensioned off
a fter devel oping wh at appeared to be a seri ou s
disarrangement of the stee ring. This malady
manifested itself as a desire to dash into the
ditch on the off side of the road at the sligh test
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pr ovocation which made its continued use a little
too exc iting. It wa s man y yea rs lat er only after
Hugh had started work on the chass is that thi s
wa s found to be caused by a rear axle ca sing
bent one and a hal f inches o ut of lin e a nd exert­
ing a co nsidera ble rear wheel steering effect.
Me anwhile eighteen yea rs of open air storage had
taken their toll , not to mention sc ra p met al deal­
ers a nd others a nd what Hugh sta rted with wa s
a very corroded ch assis minus radiator a nd front
axle with only remnants o f th e original body
whi ch had been a very close co up led tonneau
typ e with a front sea t which swung as ide to give
access to th e rear sea ts.

I ought to ver y briefly give here so me ide a of
the vas t amount of work undertaken in the re­
building fo r it is very much to the credit o f H ugh
a nd his son Ri chard who also had a large sha re
in the rebuilding th at th ey started with something
so far gone a nd were able to make su ch a beauti­
ful job of the restoration.

The engine wa s rebuilt using parts ob ta ined fr om
as fa r a field as Timaru and Winton, while the
original radiator wa s located in a C hristchurch
scra pya rd o n ly to find that barely three week s



previously someo ne had chopped out all the
finned tubes with an axe , leaving only the batt­
ered copper shell. T he wo rk involved in replac­
ing the missing tubes ca n probably only be fully
appreciated by th ose who have a lso repaired
damaged veteran radi ator s. The front axle was
located as a trail er se t on the West Coast,
stra ightened and fitt ed but unfortunately con sid­
erable time had already been spe nt in adapting
a su bstitute. A bonnet was mad e using fittings "­
obta ined from Waimat e. T he or igina l chassis
frame and running gea r wer e usea ble except the
wheels which wer e too badl y rotted and had to be
repl aced by two off ano ther car and two rebuilt
wheels. The bod y was made and upholstered
following as nearly as possibl e a ca ta logue illu s­
tration of the 1908 two-seat er mod el.

I have here in a few lines outlined two year s'
continuous spa re-time work amo unting to many
hundreds of hours.

Previous to thi s roa d test I had seen the
Humber only during events with little time for
an unhurried inspection and th erefor e welco med
thi s opportunity to stud y its technicaliti es and
finer points of co nstru ctio n as it stood in the
dri vew ay leading to its ga rage.

T he wide radiat or with its vertica l finned tubes
a nd tall N api er-like wat er filler tube is set low
between the dumb iron s, th e bonnet is sho rt a nd
low. end ing a bru ptly a t the polish ed teak dash­
board. embellished with nickel plat ed lamp
br ack ets and metal edgin g sha ped at th e co rn ers

int o handgrips to ass ist th e driver an d passenger
in tak ing th eir sea ts . T he sea ting posit ion is trul y
veter an, very high up with generous suppo rt fo r
th e back and sho ulde rs, ample room for th e legs
without hav ing to thrust ones feet a lmost into
the engine room and super b, unrestricted visi­
bility in a ll di recti on s. (The Humber is an ideal
machine fo r th ose wh o prefer to tra vel slow ly
and see wha t lies on the o ther side o f the hedges
and fences!) T he upholstery is in soft red English
hid e and gives real comfort without the slippe ry,
insecure fee l which characte rises most syntheti c
subs titutes . As the bod y is a faithful cop y o f
Humber coachwork th e sea t panels are double
curved to give it a tul ip sha pe, a gr aceful det ail
which was novel in 1908 and mu st have cau sed
some head ach es amo ngst th e coa ch builders.
Co vering th e rem aind er of the chassis length is
a low , flat-topped boot in which all the access­
ories, tyre equipment and tools the driver wishe s
to carry may be sto wed.

The paintwork colour is "dar k Oli vette gre en"
which is almost an exact mat ch for the green the
Coventry built ca rs were painted to distinguish
them from the red pa int ed products of the
Bceston branch of th e fact ory. The lining is in
a much light er gr een and th e wheels a re red
although thi s is not meant to im ply Beeston
ancestry.

When sea ted at th e controls one notes th e
rather sma ll 14 inch single spo ke steering wheel
built of stee l cycle tubing. a typical veteran
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Humber feature , with the "ignition" and "gas"
contro ls marked "fast" and "slow" and "open"
and "shut" '-[espectively. The wheel seems well
forward from the seat by modern standards, the
erect driving position with arms outstretched
being definitely of the veteran era when low
frontal area was not considered as important as
it is today.

Directly ahead of the steering column, on the
dash is a nickel Stewart speedometer driven via
a cable from a fibre pinion engaging a ring gear
on the off-side front wheel. The centre of the
dash board is occupied by a large rectangular oil
tank complete with a tiny level gauge glass inset
in one corner and an auxiliary hand oil pump.
Oil for the " to ta l loss" lubrication of the engine
is metered out by two drip feeds perched on top
of this tank and fed by a pump hidden inside and
driven from the crankshaft by pulleys and a
light leather belt of the type used on domestic
sewing machines. This all runs in view of the
occupants.

The accelerator pedal is between those for the
brake and clutch which have their even larger
foot pads deeply grooved, and pivoting to suit
the angle of the driver 's foot. Diamond pattern
aluminium sheet covers the floor and also the

running boards and the lid of the luggage boot.
To control the 3-speed gearbox there is a very
light and flexible nickel plated outside gear lever
working in a gate with a catch to prevent inad­
vertant engagement of reverse. The gear positions
are ma rked I, 2 and 3 instead of the Slow, 2nd,
and fast of the earlier cars. A cylindrical Lucas
"King of the Road" acetylene generator supplies
gas to the Hand B headlamps while the oil side
lamps and tail light are Lucas and Solar make
respectively . All these are nickel plated to be III

keeping with the rest of the fittings on the car ,

for Hurnbers, following their normal cycle prac­
tice nickelled all the small controls. levers and
accessories on their cars. Audible warning is
given by the horn mounted on the edge of the
dashboard and blown through a long flexible tube
by a bulb on the arm of the seat.

Two points about the chassis design which
were quickly noted were the lightness of the
pressed steel side members, but which are
strengthened by the tubular sub-frame and
extra plates fitted inside the front dumb irons
which virtually make these box section mem­
bers. and the "platform type" rear springing
in which the back ends of the normal semi­
elliptic springs are connected by two-way
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shack les to a single tr ansverse sp ring mounted on
the rear cross-member of the chassis.

Under the bonnet the Coata len designed engine
is a short stroke T head unit of 89 x 95 m.m .
wit h cyli nders cas t in two blocks wi th two rows
of caps to give access to the valves, the two cam­
shafts necessary being gea r driven from the
crankshaft. On the nea r side a fur the r gea r train
from th e ex ha us t ca ms haft ter mi na tes in a pa ir
of exposed gea r whee ls d riving the Bosch D R4
magneto whic h supplies spa rks to plugs se t in th e
in let va lve ca ps . An o ther fo ur spa rk plu gs are
fitted o n the inlet side of the cy linder blocks but
th ese are not yet required as the dual coi l and
batt ery ignit ion system was entire ly missing
except fo r a sho rt ve rtica l sha ft pr otrudin g from
th e timing ca se, and a mounting point on the
front cy linde r block fo r a con tact maker.

Lower down , the a luminium cra nkcase has
numer ou s inspe cti on holes covered by plat es
bea ring the legend " H umbe r Coventry ", and has
four bea re r a rms to mount it o n the tubular sub­
fra me which a lso carries th e gearbox. Inside the
three-bearing cra nk ru ns in bro nze bearings and
the co nnecting rods likewise have bro nze big end
shells inst ead of the la ter whi te-me ta l lined type.

On the rea r of th e timing case is mounted a
small gear type water pump to circ ulate the coo l­
ing wa ter, th e pump being a lmost iden tica l to
th at used on the 1904 Hu rnberett es. and which
seems just as effec tive for no overheating troubles
have been ex perienced eve n tho ugh no fan is fit­
ted . Carbura tio n is a ttended to by a Lon gu ern are
ca rburettor hung low down and tee-shap ed brass
inlet ma nifo ld and su pp lied with fue l by gravity
fro m an eig ht ga llon tank unde r the seat. T his
ca rb uretto r, form erl y off a Vulca n eng ine,
replaces th e or igina l whi ch was missin g.

An int eresting fea ture of th ese earl y Cove ntr
built Hum ber engines is th at , in co mmo n with
Napi ers and one or two o ther makes of the
period , th ey ran "the wrong way", th at is th e
crank handl e ha s to be tu rn ed anti-clockwise
which is ap t to baff le any curio us person wishing
to test the co mpression. I am no t sure when th e
Coventry fac to ry succ umbed to co nve ntion a nd
bui lt their engines to run th e norm al way but
cer ta inly the 1914 models were sta ndard in th is
respect.

In the broad ri mmed flyw heel a leat her cov ­
ered a lumin ium clu tch cone wit h two litt le ex­
te rna l spri ngs to ho ld it in engagement tran sm its
this reverse rot at ion to a th ree speed gear box
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hun g by mou ntin g lugs from the sub frame. Be­
hind the gea r box th e foo t brake pedal con tro ls
two shoes which wo rk on a dru m mad e integral
with the fo rwa rd uni versal joint of the pr opell er
shaft.

A rea r axle assembly on conventiona l lines is
used, fo r H um ber s have remained faithful to the
live ax le from 1903 on th e 5 h.p. Humberettes to
the presen t models bea r ing the H um ber name
which flow from the Roo tes Group factories.
Intern a lly the axle has a sp ur gear d ifferential
in a bro nze cage, pla in bea r ings except a t the
hub s and a pinio n and crow nw hee l of 19 and
68 teeth respec tively which gives the qu ite high
rat io of 3.58 to I. Becau se of th e rear spri ng
layout light tubul ar rad ius ro ds a re used eac h
side to give addi tiona l loc ati on to the wh eels
and ca rry th e d riving thrust.

So me bri ef par ticul a rs o f th is ca r a re:

Wheelbase, 8ft. Oin .; T rack , 4f t. Oin.; Ov er all
length , 11 ft. 8in. ; Groun d cleara nce, 7t in.; Tyre
size, 760 x 90 m.m.: Ca r nu mber, C5595; Engine
num ber , 5687; Bo re, 89 m.m.; Stroke, 95 m.m .;
R.A .C. ra ting, 19.6 h.p .; Capaci ty, 2.27 litr es.

As ano ther magneto , very much be tte r than
the previous one, had been fitted the evening be­
fore, starting Mr Coatalens engine was litt le
troub le apa rt fro m acq uiring the knack of swi ng­
ing it with the lef t hand . Even witho ut flood ing
the carburettor the third pull up from cold was
sufficient and after hand throttle adjustment of
the speed to a fas t id le th e engine ran eve nly
ma king "Veteran" noises to itse lf in the lon g
tra in of tim ing gears a nd possi bly one of the rear
cy linders also for the origina l cas t iron piston s
are still in use. Surpris ingly, the ex posed magn eto
dr ive gea rs were a lmos t silen t.

Befor e moving off the oil dr ip feeds were
studie d to mak e sure they wer e working , which
they wer e, a fac t con firm ed by th e blue tinted
a tmos phere as te rn . The clu tch was soo n found
to have a lmost as littl e peda l travel as th e 1904
one an d to requ ire eq ua lly ca reful engageme nt
to ens ure a smoo th star t. A t about 4-5 m.p.h. th e
change to second speed, forwa rd a nd across th e
ga te, was mad e, using perh ap s mor e from ha bit
than necessity, do ub le declut ch ing procedure. The
gear change was smooth and pleasa nt but qui te
slow a nd wit h a very long travel of the leve r for
o ne has to lean well forward to pus h it full y
home. After a furt her short period of accelera tio n
ten or twelve m.p.h. was a suita ble speed at wh ich
to pu ll the lever back to engage top gear, wh er e-



up on the engine rev olution s dropped co ns idera bly
for a ltho ug h it ma y not actuall y be th e ca se,
seco nd gear gav e the impression it was closer in
rati o to firs t th an top.

H owever, this wa s no handicap, fo r the large
bore, sho rt stroke Humber engine ge ts into its
str ide more qu ickl y a nd effectivel y th an a ny o ther
sim ila r ve te ra n power un it I have dri ven . This
ma y be due to so me happ y st ro ke of the de­
signe r's gen ius in th e tee-head mo tor, o r per­
hap s to the Longuern are carburettor which pro­
vid es a ri cher mi xture fo r acceleration , but what
ever th e reason th er e is unhesit ating response to
th e throttle. Although it possesses suc h livel y
accelerat ion the en gine see ms to prefer pull ing a t
low speeds to running fas t in th e gears, whi ch
ma kes th e top gear, in spite of a rat io giving
24 .9 m .p .h. per 1000 r .p.m. , suitable for speeds
f ro m a vir tua l crawl o f 6 m .p .h. a t which there
was absolut ely no sign o f tr an smi ssion sna tch o r
distress from the mot or. to the still undiscovered
maximum o f po ssi bly 35 m.p.h. o r mo re . Pro­
vid ed o ne used reason able delicacy with the
throttle pedal the eng ine would run d own to 200
r. p.rn., ex hibit ing a ll th e charact er ist ics o f a
stea m engine at a road speed of 5 rn.p.h . This
ma y a ll be done withou t a lte ra tio n o f th e ignition
co ntro l se tt ing for de sp ite wha t the ex pe rts say
about T -head cylinders a nd detonati on there was
no tr ace o f roughn ess eve n o n maximum adva nce,
o r for tha t m atter mu ch loss of po wer when re­
ta rded . I m us t ad m it. however, th at bein g a ble to
pull th e lever right down to th e " Ig nitio n-Slow"
end o f th e qu ad rant was very re assuring to the
left han ded cr anker.

O f th e ge nera l han dling the first point to draw
attention was the very d irect stee ring in wh ich
onl y three quarters o f a turn of the wh eel swu ng
th e road wheels fr om lock to lock . This feature
coup led with the sho rt e ight foot wh eel base made
a good co m bina tio n fo r manoeuvres in co nfined
sp ac es but was, I fo und, so mew ha t of an em­
barrasm ent when rever sin g the Humber back up
th e long d rive to its ga rage. On th e road the
steering fe lt a littl e heavy a nd dead for there
was pract ically no reacti on from the wh eels a nd
no se lf ce ntering on co rners where th e ca r pre­
ferred to ke ep on turn ing until di re cted stra ight
aga in . The ca r appear s to possess neithe r o f the
fash ion able modern vices o f understee r o r over­
stee r but thi s se em ed no handicap for it co uld
be sw ung ro und quite sharp corners su rpr isingly
well in a manner not hinted at by th e high bui ld
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and narrow trac k . Thi s co n tro lability, in spi te o f
the unusu al rea r spring ing la yout was, I think .
probabl y un con sciou sly pro vided by a de sign er
wh o without wo rrying unduly a bo ut oscillati on
peri ods and deflection rates made the springs
st iff enough to co pe with 5 sea te r touring bodies.
or even th e inc re d ibly tall doctor's co upe mod el.
which made th e light two sea ter ra the r st iff III

th e sus pens io n but very sta ble o n co rn ers .

H a ving o u tlined how well th e Humber can go
perhaps now th e braking a rra ngem ents sho uld
be revi ewed . These. hand by co n trac ting ba nds
on rear wheel drums and foo t by contract ing
sho es on a ca rda n sha ft drum. were view ed fav­
o ura bly by th e Ci ty C ou nci l vehicle insp ect ors,
evi d ence being a recently issu ed w.o .f. an d a few
tri al s on a quiet str etch o f road soo n reveal ed
th eir capabilities . The foot bra ke judged aga ins t
th e usual vetera n tr an smission bra ke. was reason ­
a bly po werful a nd very smooth ac ting for th er e
was none of th at su dden ness of actio n w hic h
often causes thi s type to be reserve d for em er­
gen cy use, and th en only with a ha sty prayer for
th e cro wnwh eel. N o emergen cies pr esented th em­
se lves but th e foo t br ake wa s used often en ou gh
wi th no qualms wha tsoeve r.

The hand br ak e which has a co m pe nsa ting
linkage so th at bo th wheels sha re the work evenly,
need s rather a hearty pull on th e lever to pro­
vide useful ret ardati on , theref ore it is used m ost
often in conjunct ion with the foo t bra ke.

On indiffer entl y surfaced ro ad s pit ching du e
to the sho rt wheelbase is quite pron ounced for
it is emphasised by the high sea t position b ut
ge nera lly the sta nda rd of comfort is very good.
pa r ticula rly if one. rem embering th at in 1908 the
speed limit on E ng lis h roads was 20 m.p.h ., o b­
se rv es a se lf-im posed maximum o f 24 o r 25
m .p .h . for th e engine seems to run most swee tly
a t thi s speed, an d the almost tot al absence o f
prot ection from th e wind ha s not ye t become too
o bv io us. One is th en a ble to en jo y the infini te
number of small pleasures suc h mot oring gives
with fewer o f- its di scomforts.

On e of the deli ghts o f a run in th e Humber.
apa rt from any co ns ide ra tions of performance
o r mechanical per fecti on , is th at one ca n travel
slowly a nd enjo y dri vin g for its own sa ke for
th er e is no sc hedu le to keep to o r tim e to be there ;
o ne ca n ignore th e small mo dern sa loo ns and
th eir wide-mouthed occupan ts. Aft er a ll for a
fe w minutes it is 1908 and they sho u ld not really
be th er e.



Picton
Never in the history of this Club has any

respon sible member of the Executive as ked, " Is
this project worth the effort," a t least not until
Picton came alo ng when there were man y occa­
sions prior to the event up on whi ch the difficul­
ties and set-backs seemed to present insurmount­
able pr obl em s and place the whole event in
jeop ard y. Thanks to the energy and un failing
enthusiasm of those members and suppo rters who
bore the brunt of the toil and never ending
worries this Club was a ble to enj oy the greate st
event it ha s ever run . As one who did not bear
the brunt but who sa w tho se who did I want
every member to know how fortunate we arc to
have such tireless workers and firm friends as
The Picton produced.

Each stage of the orga nisa tion encountered
set-bac ks, let-downs, cancellations, contradictions
and ju st plai n humbug until it reached the stage
where at 5.30 a.m, on the 3rd of April the Pre si­
den tial courage failed completely at the sign and
so und of a howling Sou ' West gale and the Pre­
sidential head went back under the bedclo thes­
so this was The Picton '

The sight of Hagg itt 's magni ficent 3-litre eating
up the miles along the North road did so mething
to revive a flagging heart while dr ying road s
heralded a possible easing of the sto rm but not
before all the Christchurch sta r ters had suffered
a good dren ching. The first seven ty miles showed
the Fiat brigade in trouble, Witte near Omihi,
and Clement s near Tormore with mag trouble,

Alister Macbeth pe ddling furi ously down t he stra ight
du ring the sprint. Photo by Dove Bar ker
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by R. B. Shaod

but the radi o ca rs were on the job to ensur e that
no one was stranded . T ra ffic was remark ab ly
light co nsidering that it was Good Friday and
mos t of the en try seemed to be ma king very
good time as very few compet itor s were seen
until the o utskir ts of Kaikoura by whi ch time
the weat her was slow ly improving. with promi se
of bein g be tter st ill in Marl bor ough .

Ever yon e enj oyed the lun ch kind ly provided a t
Kaik oura by the local Ca r Clu b and pre ssed on
tow ard the welcome blue sk y to the North .
Nearing Blenh eim dr ivers and crews began to
realise that the ca r loads of peopl e parked at
farm gat es and side ro ads were all se t for a pre­
view of the morrow and a glimpse of by-gone
days. Picton, str eet s be-decked with bunting, turn­
ed on real sunshine to welcome the first a rr iva l,
Bernie Foley (Austin 7) who cam e in well a head
o f time and ca used a min or flap amo ng tired
offcials who still had a mountain of tasks to per­
form and so me of whom had not seen much of
bed for a long tim e. Arrivals grew fro m a trickle
to a steady flow as darkness approached and it
soo n beca me appa rent that nearl y ever yone had
mad e the grad e except the br eak-down van which
in the words o f the song had don e just that. Ned
Su the rla nd was seen clutching a fun ny looking
piston muttering that fencing wire would not fix
this lot , whil e all around in the apparent con­
fus ion the orga nisation went smoothly on and
fo und beds, food, garages, wor ksho p facilit ies
and every thing else that the three hu ndred bodies
required .

Saturday morning, sunny and mild , sa w so me
seventy five ca rs and six thousand orderly specta­
tor s in the main street. a magnifi cent tree-lined
doubl e width affair which runs from the pub­
lined waterfront to the Police Sta tion between
which divergent points every car from the
Porter de Dion to the Clark 4t showed its
paces a zains t the clock. Wh at a feast of the
finest Veteran and Vint age machin er y in the
co untry there was to beho ld. No t one car co uld
be fa ulted for its appeara nce and the ma tched
pairs went off with clockwork regul arity, Model
T's from fire engines to seda ns, Stutz, Mer­
cedes . the uniqu e Crestm obile fro m Welling­
ton , Foster 's magnificent Hu mber . and the glori­
ous s ight of Clarke on the 4~ and Haggitt on
the 3. replete with passengers and clo th ca ps
scra pping it out and wond ering whether there
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would be a winged " B" imprinted on the front
door o f the lock-up. G ra ndes t sight of all was
white-haired Alister Ma cBeth imm aculat e in tweed
cap and hackin g jacket off to a flying push sta r t
(peda l assis ted tak e-off) on the 1904 Ad ler motor
cycle . The marque Fi N was well represen ted by
Lou ghn an , Palm er and Willia rnso n and their re­
spective mounts did them grea t cred it fo r the ex­
cellence of thei r turn out though th e eye-ca tching
off-white finish of Loughnans ca r and the red
leather uph olstery seemed to make it much fav­
o ured by th e fai re r sex, a num ber of who m were
ove rhea rd to remark on its grea t bea uty.

Th e morning was but a fo re- tast e of the after­
noon events a nd cro wd as a hand ful of harassed
officia ls discovered when the y tried to hold off
the vanguard of the eight to ten thou sand people
who began to pre ss into Wa itohi Dom ain hours
before the official opening tim e. In spite of all
the work and worr ies of the event the afternoon
show slow ly made everyone real ise that "T he
Picton " was not only an accomplished fac t but
also that it was a roaring success. Th e co mpeti­
tor s revelled in the tests a nd drove with grea t
gusto whil e the crow d milled arou nd in their
thousands in the brill iant sunshine admiring the
cars, quest ioning the drivers and thor oughly enter­
ing int o the spirit of the occasion. Fo r the first
time since the Club became a Nati on al orga nisa ­
tion it was working as a who le with ca rs an d
drivers from bot h Islands meet ing and co mpeting
on commo n gro und.

----
PARADE PRECISION AT PICTON by R.P.

"Spot-on " adherence to the publi shed time­
table, and the smoo thness with whi ch all events
were present ed to the public could not fail to
have impressed th e "Cash Customers" almost as
much as the genera lly a ttractive appea ra nce of
the nin ety-three Veter an and Vintage ca rs which
the Clu b par ad ed at its first N ati onal Rall y, spo n­
sored by Penn zoil (N .Z.) Ltd ., and held a t P icton
over Easter.

T welve car s came down from the Nor th Island,
making the crossi ng on Thursday . The little De
Dion covered the 55 miles to Wellin gton (climb­
ing over the Rimutaka Hill) in just und er four
hours tr avelling time . The dri ver reports that at
windy corners his passenger had to dismount to
lighten the load. but o therw ise the trip present ed
no di fficulty. Friday afternoon the Main Bod y
arr ived fro m South and for a while there was
mu ch activity on the part of the Officials check­
ing-in the team s and allo tt ing acco mmoda tion .

F rom then on there was not mu ch spare time
for anyo ne. At 9 p.m. th ere was a br iefing and
tired dri vers had sca rce ly go t to bed . it seemed ,
before they were ro used by our tireless Secreta ry
rooting out the Fa tigue Party fo r breakfast dut y.
A very quick spruce-up and ca rs were mar shalled
fo r the mo rn ing fun ction- a sho w to draw the
crowds and give mem bers some fun- in the form
of acce lera tion tests up the Mai n Stree t, the cars
being star ted off in fa irly evenly ma tched pairs.
T his wen t off so well that it was fo und possible
to repeat the whole event before moving do wn
to the Pa rking Area in readiness fo r the after­
noon func tio n.

Befor e a very gra tifying atte nda nce of the pub­
lic (repo rted as (000). ca rs mo ved off promptly
to sched ule in procession ma kin g a do uble circuit
of the gro unds with horns, whistles and even bells
soun ding io the intense delight of the small-fry.
So me cars carried Picton resident s wea ring gen ­
uin e peri od cos tume . As eac h car passed under
the ban ner read ing "Pennzoil Veter an Ca r Rall y",
mounted in the centre of the gro unds, its date ,
make and driv er's nam e were given over the
P.A . system, very capably handled by Andy
Anderson , perched precariously on the roo f-r idge
of the "ablution block " . Marshall s then directed
the ca rs into close formation facing the officia l
enclosure. " Stop engines. Drivers and passenger s
please dis mo unt." (" Where the heck is that H igh­
land P ipe Band to play the Anthem? N o matt er.
we'll ca rry on without them "). A recording, for­
tun at ely held in readiness for just such a diffi­
culty, attended to the Loy alti es, and Hi s Worship
the Mayor of Picton was allott ed his 30 seconds
of speechmaki ng, fo llowed qui ckly by th e M.P.
for Marl bor ough, the Hon . T. P. Sha nd, who , in
deference to his relat ive political imp ortan ce, was

"What do you pull cid man?-3.53 :1 ." Clark, Hagg­
itt and Sharpc at th eir usual game-Bentley Waffle!!
-Picton. Photo by E. 5a rgi nson
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given ju st 60 seconds to sa y his piece. Unfortun­
at ely, in the middle of his very fine address, the
skirl of pipe s was heard approaching th e main
ga tes. Someone was di spa tched at the double to
" shush " them an d they died aw ay with a discon ­
so la te wail. H ow ever, the M ember, no dou bt
accusto med to worse interruption s, nobly ca rried
on without turning a hair. The Pipers th en made
their cer emonial entra nce and honour was re­
deemed . There fo llowed nearly three hours of
a regular Three Ring Ci rcus per form ance with
not a pause or a hitch to mar the entertainment
fo r competitors and spe ctators alike.

Throughout the aftern oon ca rs competed in
matched pairs as in the morning, and Potato Race,
Nail Dri ving (d river blindfolded ), and Le Mans
Dash , events wer e run co ncur ren tly. Som e pairs
appea red ill-matched, such as the littl e three­
wheeled Morgan and the big 20/60 Vaux ha ll, but
the terrific power /weight ratio of the Morgan
almost compensated for its lack of a reverse
gear. This lack was very spo r tingly overcome by
its driver and lad y crew-member pu shing the
littl e car back to th e spud-box all four tim es. The
Ford model " T 's' were a deli ght in thi s even t
as they see med to sta rt back befor e they sto pped
running ahead . T he trim yellow Ansaldo was
impressi ve here also with its pr ecise piloting and
co pious wheel-spin . The big bla ck Bentleys de­
lighted the cro wd in the Le Man s Dash . (What
an exh au st note those ca rs have!) The beautiful
Sta nley stea mer was the focus o f a gre at deal of
interest, and at one point in the afte rn oon it was
sen t sol o on a cir cuit of th e grounds, clo se to th e
railing, so that its effortless silence co uld be
a pprecia ted. This contras ted well with th e pon­
derous and heavy exha ust note of the gr and old
Wolseley "one lunger " , o r the clattering of cha ins
in the little Crestmobile . Sheer bea uty of paint­
work, uph olstery, and poli shed metal distinguish­
ed most o f th e cars . In thi s co nnectio n there
co mes to mind a lovely FIN, an ea rly Hum ber,
a Ford T sedan, and a D arracq .

Four fine examples of early mot orcycle were
spo r tingly handled by th eir riders who per force
had to do quite a bit of the old "run and leap on"
ac t. One machine had a wicker cha ir "combina­
tion ", an item no t seen on the roads since the
ea rly 1920's.

The a fte rn oon concluded, r ight on time. with
ano ther G ra nd P ar ad e and a ma ssed d isplay when
the public was invited to examine the vehicles.
In every respect it was a reall y wonderful day.

Sund ay m orning start ed with launch trips to
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so me of th e beauty spo ts in the So unds and be­
fore lunch most o f the ca rs set out aga inst a
rather cool So uther ly br eeze on the 20 mil es run
to the Club Picnic held in a nicely secluded val­
ley wisely kept secre t from the gen eral pu blic.
Here the sun came out and the aftern oon was
shee r pleasure when members co uld examine
cars, talk car s, tink er with ca rs and drive cars
to their hea rts deli ght without having to keep the
wat chful eye on ove r- inquis itive sma ll boys or
an swer the inevita ble unkn owl edgeabl e questions
of the G .P.

In the co urse of " trad ing dri ves" so me impres­
sions were very mark ed. F or insta nce-get fro m
th e tin y, extremely manoeuverable and very docile
D e Dion with its cra nk-ha nd le stee ring , int o the
lov ely wick er -work furn iture of the big Bentley
sports and give it a "bu rl" up the wind ing road
with that chimney-flue tail -pipe emitt ing its glo ri­
ous burble . T hen tr y a drive of the Rock -an-Roll
Cadillac. This crazy co ntraption whi ch seems to
offend every law of good motor design is, in
reality, a th or oughly well mad e, reli a ble and very
sturdy machine de signed spec ia lly to suit ea rly
A me rica n road condit ion s. T he tri ck o f dri ving
thi s seemingly unw eildy vehicle is simply to " trea t
it with complete ign ore", overlook a ny sign s of
imp ending disintegrati on and ine vitable pile-up
at each corn er, and just ste er the wheel when and
if necessary to ch ange direct ion . Driver , pa sseng­
er , ca r and every thing else weaves a nd wobbles,
but fro nt wh eel s and steering wheel have a very
po sitive aff inity which keeps thi s Heath Robinson
vehicle al ways under com plete contro l. On ce get
the hang of it and it is gre at fun. Th is parad ox
can be attri buted to the use of four ball-jointed
radius rods , a fro nt tran sverse spring anc hored a t
right side and shackl ed only a t left, rack-and­
pinion op erat ed dr ag-link from right to left, a nd
no sloppiness in wh eel bearings or stub ax les . The
engine itsel f is a beautiful piece of ea rly design
and run s wit h co mplete a bsence o f fu ss and noise
in top gea r from 5 to 35 m.p .h. The use through­
out of ingen iou s two-pi ece sel f locking nuts no
doubt a lso co ntribu ted to the good name Cadillac
ea rly acqu ired . (But is it reall y necessary to
thrash this rare old m achine quite so mercil essly
in dis playing its sturdiness? And what ab out
straight ening it a ll up a bit externall y to match
the lovely bit o f machinery inside?)

Then by way of contrast of ano ther kind, try a
drive in the M organ with its 48 brake-hor sep ower
to so me 5 cwt weight. Abo ut one horse to ever y
12 Ibs! A th or oughly sa tisfying ratio which gives



a ll th e thrills o f a reall y high-powered motor­
cycle with co m fo rt a lmost of th e normal ca r,
bo th acce ntua ted by th e ex treme ly low driving
positi on and precise road ho ld ing . O ne never ha s
to worry about the tail- en d of the car, fo r there
practi call y isn 't any. So lon g as yo u nego tia te
the trim little fro n t gu ar ds past any th ing the rest
is O .K .

Ma ny were disappo in ted tha t the Sta nley did
not a tte nd the picni c as th is was rea lly the only
opportu nity members ha d of ge tti ng a good look
a t so me o f the ca rs . The routine procedure of
ge tt ing stea m up still requires int en se concentra­
tion on the part o f th e lucky owner an d at such
times idle questions are no t welcom e. Club mem­
ber s understand and apprecia te th at po int, but
nevert heless will look for war d to getting better
acq uai nted at some sub sequent Rally so th at first
hand kn owledge can be ga ined in the old "petrol
versus stea m " controversy.

A mo ng the more unusu al typ es were a fr iction
tr an smi ssion Metz with infinite ly va riab le gea r
ra tio, and a stark ly si mple Orient Buckb oard
looking in design ra the r like so me thing the kid
next door built up with fence pali ngs, pram
whee ls and the engin e out of Dad 's lawn mower.
Close inspec tion re vea ls that this is far from th e
case an d it is in fact an early type of cycle-ca r
of qui te st urdy construct ion an d was pr esent ed
in very tid y co nditio n. Its engine-c ra nki ng
ar ra ngements proved a handicap in the Le Ma ns

Dash. T he very long c ra nkha nd le is thread ed
between spokes of left rear whee l (if they a re in
position ), throug h a hole in a bracket. and fina lly
on to the sta rter -dog. (A t least the car ca nno t ru n
away whi le being cranked")

The square sha ped bron ze cylin de r jacket of
the 1900 Wo lseley prompted at least one query
as to whether it a lso had a SQUA RE P ISTO N.
T he sideways (instead of fo re and aft) moveme nt
of its quadrant change-spee d lever was a poin t
which in trig ued so me, an d its ve ry distin ct ive
radia tor form ing fro nt and bo th sides of the
eng ine co mpartme nt made it easi ly recognisa ble.

The 190 I Northern was a good exa m ple and
very zypical of American design in th e first years
of the cen tury.

On the return run from th e picnic a nu mber
of the car s paid a visit to th e Pict on Hospital
wh ere the very steep fifty ya rds up th e dri veway
a lmost proved a Waterloo for so me .

Mon day morning the Mai n Bod y re-fu elled ,
top ped up oi l, packed an d loaded up for the
jo urney home. The Wanganui Daimle r, Alv is,
Aust in and Morga n set off on a to ur in the So uth
and the remaini ng few awaited the eve ning fer ry
to Wellingto n, a trip whic h pr o ved rat her ro ug h.

Many new friendshi ps were made, m uch va lu­
ab le informa tio n exchanged , and often was heard
the comment " How soon and where will the next
Natio na l Rall y be hel d?"

WANTED

ADVERTISING FROM OTAGO BUSINESS CONCERNS

TO OCCUpy THIS SPACE

£5 PER ISSUE
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6 DAYS IN A MODEL 'T' FORD Ra y Carter

N o dou bt man y a pen more ab le than th is will
be reca lling the happy days spen t dur ing the
Pennzoil Pict on Rall y of Ea ster 1958, but having
participat ed in wh at turned out to be a mid­
twentieth adven ture for us, I fe lt tha t some
glimpses may be of in teres t.

Fo r our party, myself, my bro ther R ussell and
Ian Burns, and also the seven other star ters from
Invercargill the dista nce was quite a cha llenge,
but to add further mileage fo r th e event it was
decid ed th at th ose ca rs being propelled by the ir
own horses, sho uld firs t be dr iven down to Bluff
and sta rt fro m there a nd in doin g so travel from
the bottom to the top of the South Islan d .

Bright and ea rly on Wednesday mo rni ng, April
the 2nd , we rose long before the first bi rd and
ate a substa ntia l bre akfast in prepar ati on for
wh at was to be the first leg of our jou rney to
Picton .

At the 6.40 a.m. we moved out of the ga rage
with motor chuggin g swee tly and proceed ed to
Bluff, arriving there to find eno ugh light to photo­
grap h our well-l oaded 1915 Mod el "T" Ford. At
7.30 a .m. we sta r ted retracin g our tracks to
Inv ercargill and con sidered ourselves to be offici­
a lly on our way to Picton .

A ll went well until jus t south of Balclutha
when , as we sta rted to climb a particularl y long
hill , the magn eto cut out with a resul tant back­
fire of su fficient stre ngth to fo rce one end of the
muffl er to part co mpany with the rest. A shor t
stop and will ing assistance a t Balclutha soo n
had the damaged pa rt straightened and we lded
and once again we were heading north. In Dune-

din we had a welcom e break fo r a late lun ch ,
top ped up with fue l and pr oce eded to negot iat e
the lon g cl im b over Mt. Ca rgi ll and the Kilm og.
On rea ching Ham pden we had to ma ke a fu rth er
compulsor y sto p to do a more thor ough job to
the exhaus t sys tem and then carried on in failin g
ligh t to be ca ug ht up , a t H erbert, by the 1914
Mod el "T " of Tel fo rd and Ken McKenzie a lso
fro m In vercargill. Ou r lights wer e not as good as
their's so we foll owed them int o Oama ru where,
with the Fords parked und er a huge willow, we
bedded down fo r the night in the ca mping ground
with our first da y and 220 od d miles behind us.
Breakfast next morning co nsis ted of boil ed fish
(kindly do na ted by an other ca mper) and fruit
cake, as we did not co nsider the inner man in our
pr eparat ions, the serviceability of the vehicles
taking pride of place. At a local ga rage fuel, oil,
and tyre pressures wer e checke d, the fem ale office
staff were tak en fo r a short excursion and once
again we were on our wa y.

N o trouble was expe rienced until on cr ossing
the Ran gitat a Ri ver two men in blue sto pped the
cars, looking fo r, as we found out, somebody
with an excess of money belonging to a fr eezin g
works. Sorry to say we weren 't that financial. Our
trou ble here was in the form of a sudde n sto p
causing me to sta ll the en gin e as on e of the r .c's
thrust his size fo ur teen boo t out in line with my
front wheel.

Wh ile we were yarn ing to Pol ice Co nsta ble
No. 2 T elford and Ken Mc Ken zie were having
their licen ces checked by No. I . Then N o. I came
over and asked us our names and on bein g told
Bill Smith, Tom l a nes and A lex Smith he told
us to pr oceed beca use it wasn't often the y en -

" The writer's 1200-mile Model T:'
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countered such honest types. So much for our
only encounter with the law. We had an unev ent­
ful trip as far as Christchurch arri ving there mid­
afternoon with two days and 400 odd miles
behind us.

G ood Friday morning dawned with typical
Christchurch weather, raining so hard ) was sure
the Avon would be ov er its banks by the time we
wer e due to depart. But nevertheless at 7 a .m .
we were given the all clear to proceed tow ards
Picton . One thing that will remain quite vividly
in my mind was the farewell we were given by
an unknown enthusiast out on Papanui Road, for
as we motored along in pouring ra in he sto od in
slippered feet , clad in pyjam as and dressing
gown topped off with an umbrell a waving to us
and wishing us well. As yet, we are not sur e if he
had on a bowl er hat or not.

We found that the weather was going to be
kinder, for by mid-morning all was well and we
could see sun shine was going to be with us again.

Before reaching Cheviot our temperamental
magneto cut out completely and we had to rely
on our dry cell batteries for ignition, but to our
sorrow they didn't hav e sufficient voltage for
sati sfa ctory ope ra tion, and we literall y limped
into Kaikoura. After having lun ch we rew ired
the coils to the fully ch arged six volt battery in­
tended for our lights and once more pressed on
with our goal in sight.

Nearing Blenheim the cars parked on the side
of the road became more numerous and our re­
ception in the town was fit for ro yalty itself. I'm
sure many other competitors were as ernbarrased
as ourselves, to say nothing of how tired our
arm s were getting through the unaccustomed
acknowledging of highspirited wellwi shers .

We dul y arrived in Picton after three days of
motoring and with over 600 mile s behind us. At
thi s stage we could safely say "Well we're hal f­
way home."

After being delivered to the "Chemica l Works"
by the extra good organ isation and with a meal
to sa tisfy the inner man we were introduced , a t
headqu arters, to a Mr Thom son whose generosity
and hospitality we were soo n to discover.

We had decided it would be nece ssary to do a
ma jor job on the Ford to check the magneto
coil s and with Mr Thomsen 's engineering works
a t our disposal we were soon getting into the
inn ards of the engine . About 10.30 p.m. Mr
Thomson took the three o f us to his home where
his good lad y had hot soup and sa ndwiches pre­
pared for a very welcome supper and we will
long remember their kindness. I might add we
were a ble to rep air the mag. and it did not cau se
us any further trouble during our return trip.
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The organisation was perfect for the whole
Rally and the events on the Sa turday were run
off with precision and up to time and I'm sure
I speak fo r all competitors when I say th anks to
a ll officials for a job well and truly done.

On Sunday morning we spent an enjoyable
hour out in the launch before heading off to the
picnic. A delightful spot had been chosen for the
picnic and it wasn 't long be fore everyone was
either inspecting or driving someone else 's
" Bomb" and generall y enjoying the day .

We decid ed to have a look aro und Blenheim
and at 3.30 p.m. we set off for a quiet drive only
to run a big end bearing. By the good grace of
Mr Turtill in the V8 Cadillac we were towed
back to Picton and spent Sunday evening fitting a
spa re con rod. I might add that our Model "T"
is rather choosey wh en it has to be towed be­
ca use the only other time it has had a rope on,
a Rolls Royce was on the other end. )'11 bet
there 's not many "T''s have had a Rolls and a
Caddy to act as tractors.

After a very full and most enj oy able two days
in Picton we once more started motoring. this
time with the radiator pointing south.

As with the trip up we had decided to do the
return journ ey in three days. On our first leg to
Christch urch all went well but on the second
stage we had an unscheduled sto p for an hour
and threequarters just north of the Waimate turn­
otT. The old Ford's one and only oil pip e had
again blocked and our second big end had a
shortage of metal. It was our first experience of
a major roadside rep air but we were thankful
we had put a couple of spare con rods under the
sea t.

During the winter it is intended to modify the
oiling system and reduce the cha nces of further
big end troubles.

Our third day from Dunedin to home was a
battle all the way with a very strong wind but
nev ertheless we had covered our 1200 miles in
six days and enjoyed every minute at the time.

Sleep was so mething we did miss, because, we
were alw ay s late to bed and up a t the crack of
dawn. but next time I'll take a stretcher or book
in a t a Pub . You can take it from me having to
wake up at regular intervals to blow up a leaky
Li-Lo is not my idea of a rest.

There's no doubt that the Pennzoil Picton
Rally has done much to foster interest in the
Vintage movement and one Pictonian was heard
to remark, " You know thi s Vintage car business
is like reli gion , it tak es a long time to get the
enthusiasm, but once you have it you've got it."

Many thanks to Pennzoil.
Man y thanks to the N.Z.V.C.c.
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Camera Review

Bird's Eye view of part af th e parade ground. Photo by E. So rg inson

Months of work and he can still smile . Lean Witte at the wh eel af his Zero Fiat, which went straight to the
start after all night finishing touches, hence rop e an the spare wheel. Phot o by E. Sor ginso n
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of Picton Rally

Pho to by E. So rg inson

4 1 against 3 with owners Clark and Haggitt preparing for the start of the sprint.

Wanganui entrant Bria" Walker and Zedel en route to the picnic.
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The Intrepid Vintage Cadillac Collector
Part III Noel McMillan

Having arrived home at I a .m. with the
C ad illac, and wak ened up the famil y into the bar­
gain , my popularity was assure d as yo u ca n well
im ag in e.

At th e first ava ila ble oppo r tunity, we in spect ed
the pri ze with a view to ascertaining how mu ch
time and most importa nt , mon ey, would have to
be spen t in restorat ion.

We investi gat ed the lack of co m press ion in the
cylinders a nd fo u nd th at nearl y hal f o f them
were badl y scored bey ond repair. Th is seems to
have been ca used by loose gudgeon pin s a t som e
time in the past , and so considering that thi s
motor is now fo rty years old , [ think it has
lasted rem arkabl y well.

There seemed a lot of other job s to d o as well
as the motor, and chi ef am ong these was the
body whi ch was rather tired looking in a lo t of
pl aces.

It wa s a t thi s point th at pr ovid ence int er ven ed
with news of yet a no the r Cad iliac th at was pin ­
ing aw a y in an Auckla nd garag e having been a
towing wagon for so me yea rs a nd no w havin g
fallen int o di suse.

Yours truly was there hot foot and inspected
thi s highl y de sir able machine . It d id not take m e
long to make up my mind . The car was C"Jl1­

pletely original apa r t from the add itio n of th e
towing hook whi ch I ca n hardl y im agine th e
makers a nticipa ting in their de sign .

[ have been a ble to tr ace its history fr om th e
o riginal owner ship pap er. It was unpac keJ in
July 1925 for th e then Ma yor of Auckland , Sir
James G unso n. The foll owing year it wa s so ld to
its second owner, from wh om it passed into th e
hands o f Spraggs Garage in A uck la nd in 1935,
a nd there it s ta yed until I purchased it ea rly in
1957.

When I announc ed my int en tion of bu yin g yet
a no ther Cad iliac, my family and friend s were
convinced that a ll previou s in sanit y pal ed int o
insignifican ce besid e thi s latest effort.

We already had four cars in the yard, a nd thi s
new one would make five ! Where were we going
to put th em a ll? Quite fr ankly I di dn't kn ow .

Arrangements we re m ad e for the purch ase of
this lat est add itio n to Scu deria McMillan, a nd
we reported on e night a fte r work to th e garage
to take delivery . I climbed into th e driving sea t
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a nd trod o n th e star ter. T he engine commenced ,
a nd we were aw a y.

M y fa the r was fo llo wing a t a respectful di s­
tance in m y J937 Sta nda rd 9 " jus t in case ." The
Cad illac was pulling in the m ost hal f-hearted
manner, just as if the spa rk was fully retarded,
and thi s as well as a badly dragging clutch made
pr ogress rather slow. About half-way home th e
car started to miss, a nd then s to pped completely.
(Shades o f the Foxton trip .)

U p with the bonnet, a nd investigation was the
o rde r o f the da y. It was soo n o bvio us th at there
was no petrol in the ca rb uretto r. Suspecting a
stuc k needle valv e we ad m in iste red a few taps
with a cres cen t spa n ner a nd coaxed some jui ce
int o the ca r bo This performance was repeated at
int er val s o f about every lOO ya rds or so, a nd a fter
about the twelfth time began to get tiresome. By
thi s time also , th e ca rburettor was not th e only
thing that was em pt y, a nd as it wa s we ll pa st
tea-time, we had to aband on ship o n the side o f
th e road , a nd pu sh off home to restore th e worn
tissues.

A council of wa r was co nducted round th e tea­
table, the o utcome of which was th at we an ived
back at th e scene of the cr ime with a grim deter­
min ation th at we would get it home come hell or
high water.

After coaxing a bit more gas in to the ca r bu ret ­
tor, we labori ousl y ground our wa y up the
second to last hill between us and home, fina lly
a rriv ing a t the top . Another di scu ssion was the
order of th e day at this point, because we had to
go down the hill, up the other side, and through
Mount Albert sho pping ce n tre. As it was now 8
o 'cl ock and Friday night is shopping night, i t will
be realised that thi s was not as ea sy as it so unds.

Well , we " roared" down the hill and up the
other side o n a carburettor full o f gas, and were
almost at th e top when th e a rnpm eter went hard
o ver to full discharge, a nd th e vibrating circuit
breaker began to vibrate in a most efficient
manner. Ian was switching things off in all direc­
tion s tr ying to find o ut wh at wa s sho rting.

It turn ed o u t to be the light circuit, which was
at fault, and so I had no ch oice but to keep going
without lights throu gh Mt. Albert. Luckil y we
didn 't empt y the ca rb ur ettor bowl in the middle
of the town ship, but no so oner had we got



app roxima tely ten o 'cloc k a t night, having tak en
nearly five hou rs to cover seve n miles!

Even th ough it was late and I wa s tired, the
humour of the situati on struc k me. It mu st have
been an iro nica l and hilari ou s sight to see a tow­
ing tru ck bein g towed ho me!

That is abo ut all th ere is to relat e of tha t par­
ticular incident, and in the next issue, I will de­
scri be the restoration and kindred di fficulties.

through, th an the ca r sta rted th e sa me old co ugh­
ing and splu ttering . and finally sto pped .

This time we were un successful in getting the
old girl percolat ing again, an d I am mortified to
relate th at were fo rced to return home an d ex­
tract our trusty 1929 Hu dson fro m its gar age to
deal with the pro blem of tow ing over two tons
of Ca di llac a nd tow ing hoo k hom e.

So th at was th e ignominous manner in which
our pri ze Vintage possession ar r ived hom e a t

-----------

Three Schachts R. Porter

(Th is is the story of three earl y American
motor- buggi es, bought new, in 1920, as recently
told me by my co usin Mr L. A. Caldwell, of
Wellington ).

Some time a bo ut 1920 a frie nd asked if
wanted a new ca r cheap . Not then having a
vehicl e of any kind, I said, " Yes , ple ase, bu t it
will have to be very cheap."

The frien d expl ain ed that his firm had so me
Schacht (pronounced Ska t) ca rs, imported fro m
U .S.A. so me tim e befo re 1914 War, but still in
th eir packing cases. Apparently un saleable, they
had been wr itten-do wn annually in the Stoc k
Sheets to a point wh ere a lmost any reason able
offer would be accep ted .

There were two friends who also were willing
to take a cha nce, and th ree of the ca rs. in pack­
ing cas es, were purch ased at £20 a piec e, sight
un seen

Cons tern a tion and mixed fee lings pr evailed
when the first ca se was opened. Predominating
were fo ur spind ly buggy-t ype wheels mi nu s
tyre s. Afte r the first shock. int erest was kindled
by inspection of the rest of the machinery. There

Ph o to by R. Porter
"What waS ill the packing case ."

J9

was a wide honeycomb radi ator completely
naked and serving as the dashb oard . A big two
cylinder flat opposed engine was in the rear
"boo t" with its cra nk-ha nd le dan gling out th e
back. Ther e was a good sized stee ring wheel (at
least it's not a tiller job ), the usu al two foo t
ped als and a handbra ke lever, but appa ren tly no
gea r change lever. This mystery was solved by
disco vering that it had infinitely va riable fricti on
tran smi ssion controlled by the handbrake lever.
The ele vated and very vertical sea t was quite
co mfor ta ble and was finished in the diam ond­
pleati ng style o f th e earl y days. A folding hood
was supplied co mplete with side curtai ns and a
roll of celluloid which co uld be low er ed to serve
as windscreen. The only ligh ting was a set of
rather poor kero sene lamps.

" O h well, perhap s I could use the engine in a
launch. "

"I guess it would drive a sawbench O.K."
" Reckon it was mad e to be driven on the

road s, once , so I'm goi ng to have a shot a t
dr iving it."

T here were two plu gs per cylinder fo r the dual
ignition system-HT. mag. and also battery and
H .T. coi l. So lid rubber gig tyres were locall y
fitted to th e wheels at a cos t approxirna ting that
of the rest.

The amazing thing was that th e weird machine
did , in fact , run very well and had a truly splen­
did performan ce on hills. The engine was rat ed
at a bou t 18 h .p. givin g a good power-weight
rati o, and th e precise gear-ratio could be selected
to suit the gra dien t and ex trac t the utmost per­
forman ce. Stee ring was quite normal in spite o f
the big wh eels. In all, it proved to be a th or­
oughly good example of the true hor seless carri­
age. The Ford T could beat it for spee d on th e
flat but the Schacht a lways triumphed on a hill.
Ther e were few cars th at co uld lick it, up hill, in



th e earl y 1920's.
O ne was used as a fam ily ca r fo r six years,

making a regul ar week -end trip fro m th e Well­
ington su burb of Karori , over a very tou gh , wind­
ing and steep hill to th e seasi de beach at Maka ra ,
so me ten mil es out, with full com plement of two
adults a nd two or th ree chi ldren . On th e return
trip the re was gen era lly a good load of d riJtwood
as well piled on the back . It was driven severa l
tim es over the Rimu tak as. Needl ess to say, it
cau sed quite a bit of int ere st in the City . bu t was
well known in its hom e dist rict.

T he owner tells o f the time Driving Licences
we re int roduced . He met th e Inspector by ap point­
ment and took him on boa rd . T hey had not
gon e far wh en the In spect or sa id, "For Pete sa ke
don 't go so fast. You ca n sto p now, I guess yo u
ca n ha ve yo ur Licence." (I ca n sym pa thise with
that In spect or. I was tak en fo r a ride in it once ,
and the impression of spee d is cer ta inly most
aw e-inspiri ng . Nothing in front except th e na ked
radi at or serving as dashboa rd, and th e ground
look s a long way down. Ju st as I began to rel ax
a bit, we sudde nly lef t th e road , cha rged through
a ga p in the fence, and dro ve non ch an tly across
the paddock clearin g gorse bushes a nd clum ps
of tussock in the ve ry best cro ss-country point­
to-p oint traditi on. The two fee t of clea ra nce an d
ample springing would have mad e a mod ern
Je ep en vious (un til th e na rr ow buggy wheels
sank in soft ea rth ). On a firm surf ace it had no
equa l for ro ugh work.

After many thou sands of miles, completely
tr ouble-free, it disputed th e right o f way with a
bull and sustained a bent radiator. Water leak s
then became trou blesome and fina lly it was

Sketch Plan of Schacht Powerplant
(from 30 year o ld mem ory only)

18 h.p. 2 cy l, flat opposed engine with In finitel y
Vari able Fri ction Drive.
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traded-in for £15 on a new 1926 Chev ro let. Su b­
seque ntly, it mad e a few br ief appearan ces on
the Ci ty str eets whe n the Deal er 's mech ani cs took
it out, fo r a lark, on the 5 to 6 p.m. dut y. Rumour
has it that th e engine did a few mor e years of
work driv ing a water pump for th e Hutt City
Co unc il.

O f the o ther two Sch achts, one was bo ught
by a Mr Smith, and has been lost tr ack of. T he
o the r was ow ne d by a Mr Burch , and was burnt
in a shed fire . H e liked the buggy so mu ch he
re-visited the firm (Lev in and Co .) and bo ught
their las t one . This had an unw eildy, top-h eavy ,
va n bod y on it. (I saw it a few times in Karo ri .
A str ange looking affa ir with its big cr ankhan dle
swing ing from out the rea r. Rem ind ed one of the
So ut hern as pect of an elepha nt .) Its fa te is not
known.

The ske tch plan , drawn from mem or y, gives
so me idea of the layout of the machiner y. T he
co ntro ls were alm ost co nventiona l. Right foo t
pedal brake. Left pedal cl utch, with a locking
pa wl to retain it in diseng aged positi on for
neutral. This acted on th e spr ing-loaded disc on
the flywheel, withd rawi ng it from contact with
the leather-faced rim of the fricti on dri ven wh eel
which co uld be slid along the drum on the cross
shaf t. T his drum co ntained the differential. T he
mova ble friction wheel was loca ted by a long
hand lever. This worked over a finely notch ed
qu ad rant a nd could give any ra tio fro m a very
high top of ab out 3 to 1, down through min ute
gra dua tion s to an infinit ely low rat io, then int o
rev erse , and fina lly app lied the br ake. T ypical
of the opposed en gine, it ran with remarkably
littl e vibra tion and not mu ch noise except fo r a
good thumping exh au st not e. T he com pletel y ex­
posed rad ia to r serv ing as dash pro vid ed welco me
wa rmth for passenge r's feet and a sea t on the
floor was favourite place with the chil dren on a
cool day. In wet wea ther a measu re of protecti on
was gain ed by the hood with ce llulo id scr een
unro lled and side-cur ta ins fitted .

On e que er tr ick th e car had was the abilit y
to make a qu ick cha nge int o reverse . Mo ve the
lever in to reve rse whi le runn ing fo rward an d it
wo uld behave like a ba ll on the en d of a piec e of
elas tic. A less endea ring tri ck was its pr op en sit y
for gett ing ca ught in the city tr am track s. On ce
tr apped , it had to be lift ed out. "Got ca ught in
them once with a tram approaching . Very anxious
moment. A really hefty wre nch on th e steering
and it spra ng clea r th is tim e, but I fea red the
ce rt ain ty of bend ing or br eakin g so mething."



Time Tells Nothing (Fiction)

R. E. Brickell

Whil e coaxing my " T" to a halt on a ruce

littl e rise overlooking the show gr ounds, I con­
gratulated mys elf on the good position which
enabled me to view the district's best animals on
parade in the local agricultural show. However,
the steady rain was getting decidedly uncomfort­
able.

While reaching for my side curta in, I was dis­
tracted momentarily whil e a great mammoth of
a car, a Packbarge Great 12 to be exact, roared
menacingly a longside my vibrating 'T " , A brief
search in the mass of two tone and chrome re­
vealed a window through which the grinning
potentat e owner haughtil y stared .

"Suppos e yo u'd like to swa p?" said the face .
"Not on your life", was my immediate reply.
The face was apparently not expecting this

answer, as the grin changed to an expression of
consternation.

"Why not?" it asked .
"Well, what would I gain , other than fat petrol

bills monthly?"
"O h, a ll you old tub owner s are the same. You

think that auto co nstru ction and design hasn't
improved over the years. Well , why not just have
a glance a t the differences betw een our two
(ahem) cars?"

I gave the P ackbarge a lon ger peru sal than it
definitely deserved . He. noticing my att ention
added, "Of course, you can't just see all the
advances a t a glance . For instance, (then I knew
I had him hooked), thi s job's got pow er steering" ,
He rolled back int o the upholstery to fiddle with
the wh ite and chrome wheel.

"I believe tracti on engines in the 1870 's had a
similar device to a id the physically lack ing" , I
replied . Now he sat forward, " Know all the
answers don 't you! Well what about steering
column change?" he said . 'The 1897 Star, the
1907 Darracq, to quote two cases had the same,
but it was abandoned in favour of the floor
change," I sa id .

" Alright, alright, what ab out automatic tran s­
mission?"

"Been used for decades by Daimler", I repli ed .
He was pen sive for a moment, then pointing a
fat finger asked , "T his thin g's got overdrive on
top gear. Beat that , and don't mention trucks!"

'This lizzy's got an overdrive on all forwards
a nd reverse", I a nswered, while my hand felt for
the iron ruxtel lever at my right.
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His pointing finger dr opped slowly while he re­
flected , then suddenly out of the blue he sho t­
" We can jack up two wheels at once by using a
specia l side clamp" , His eyes had lost their
humou r, he sought only to gain on e victory, but
my an swer thi s time began to arouse his anger.

" An early Oakland had a system, I believe,
whereby a ll four wheels could be raised off the
ground from the driver 's sea t" , I replied as non­
chalantly as possible. H is red face was per spiring
in spite of the rain wh en he began to fire qu est­
ions.

"What about stop lights?"
"A 1928 Model A I owned had one."
" H ydra ulic brake s then'?"
"Chrysler had them in the '20's."
" Lea the r upholstery '?"
" Alwa ys been a feature of some ca rs."
"Centra l heati ng then'? "
This was amusing. It wasn't really necessar y in

'Old Henry' an yway, but his expression sho wed
that he was beyond humour.

"Exhau st pipe heaters were common accessor­
ies in the 1920's."

" Four wheel drive'? " he a lmost sho uted. with
dilating eyeballs.

I t was available as an accessory fo r Model T
vehicl es in the 1920's and o nly too k 4 hours to
fit."

I noticed he was clawing at hi" door which he
soon burst open . I feared for mv throat, but he
only leaned over my do or , and oblivious to the
steadily falling rain roared into my face. "Start
thi s wreck in fifteen seconds. a nd I'll call it quits."
he ground displ aying his gold wristlet watch.

I knew this would be it. Would Lizzie let me
down or not '? Six times out of ten she would
sta rt on the spa rk if in the right mo od . But 'Old
Henry' mu st have realised that her honour was
a t stake, for I said "G o," an d dived fo r the igni­
tion key which r flipped onto battery. For a frac ­
tion of a seco nd the re was a pause, and then she
turned over. I slipped the switch to magneto as I
simultaneo usly juggled with the spark lever , but
she didn 't need a ll the se acrobatics, I could feel
her quietly running, and hear the familiar rattle
of a loose front mudguard . I turned to my inter­
rogator to find him ch anting incredulously,
"T hree seco nds, three seco nds, " as he m oved
away stunned .



At last I had time to concentra te on the sho w you I had to ask for help ."
which I fo und to my dis may was now over. Car s " What' s the trouble?" I asked innocentl y.
were roar ing ove r the sodden tu rf towards the "Skidded off the mud track into a ditch . G ot
quagmire at the entra nce gate. In a mist of flying water in the distributor. and can't get the engine
mud , I saw the Packba rge 12 surge forwa rd to budge ."
under the propulsion of its 125 rear ing horses. I " How much does she weigh," I asked thinking
decided to wait. Lizzy wou ld get me thr ou gh I of the possib ility of towing it out. al tho ugh its
hoped . Eventually the field cleared, and I started mon str ous size gave me a very pessimisti c irn-
churni ng thr ough the mud towards the gate . As pression .
I approached in low gea r, I not iced a solita ry 'T hree ton s, I thi nk , but don't bot her to pu ll
figure standing fo rlo rn ly in the mud at the ga te, her ou t, jus t give me a ride hom e. I' ll get her
dismally waving its arms. Beyond I ca ught a whe n the rain stops."
glimpse of the mo nstro us Packbarg e lying at an On the way hom e he once more offered to
angle off the ro ad . Fight ing to suppress a grin , swa p, but th is time I only detected sincerity in
I stopped beside ' him. Co ntritely he looked in. his ton e. Howe ver , my answer was the most

"Well of all the people at the show it would be emphatic negative I've ever voiced .
-------- --

Book Review
It is not often that yo ur scribe feels an urge

to tak e up his pen especially in prai se of someone
else's liter ar y efforts, but on this occasion not
on ly is the pen tak en up but it is wielded with
enthusiasm.

"THE RES TORATION OF VINT AG E AND
THOROUGHBRED CARS" is the name of the
work that has prompted this effort and is, of
co urse, a subject to uching close ly every reade r of
" Beaded Wheels" a nd one upon which mos t
readers will have very strong views of their ow n.
It was therefore in rather du biou s fram e of mind
that th is work by Wheatl ey and Morgan was
sta rted but th is doubt was very soo n dispelled.
T his book is a must fo r the inexperienced about
to emba rk upon the firs t acquisi tio n, and even
the more hard y campaign ers, who have been
through it all before, will find a great deal to
give them cau se fo r so ul sea rching a nd recon­
sideration of man y hitherto uncon sidered things
that make all the difference to the finished
machine.

There is much to argue ab out, as is onl y to be
expected in a volume coverin g such a wide range
of informat ion , but the autho rs are pr actic al re­
storers with wide experience and co nfine them­
selves to general remarks and wisely ref ra in from
any " lay ing down the law". The book is valua ble
as giving the per son al impressions and opinions
of two men whose co mb ined experience is con­
sidera ble, an d the photograph s of the result s of
their work wo uld indicate, that to follow their
advice wi ll lead th e would-be restor er to the
achievement of a much higher sta nda rd of work
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for the expenditure o f a given amo unt of money
and energy than he co uld atta in unaid ed.

As stated above thi s is a must.
'T he Restor ati on of Vintage and Thorough

bred Car s" , by Rich ard C. Wheatl ey and Brian
Mor gan. Publ ishers: Messrs Batsford , London .

Our co py from Te chn ical Book and Magazine
Co., 295-297-299 Swa nston St., Melb ourne. Au s­
tralia. Ausrralian pr ice 44/9 plus 2/6 postage.

Rust Removed
In a Flash

You can save many a weary hour toiling
wit h eme ry pa pe r on those Veteran Car
Parts .

We can restore any old metal to its
form er beauty, and if you wish , we will
treat it with cold gal vanized paint to pro "
te ct it from future deterioration .

BROWN SANDBLASTING
CO. LTD.

64 Fit%gerald Avenue
(Co rne r of St . Asa ph St reet)

PHONE 77-048



To the Editor

I:

D ear M. J. A. ,

As you know, I re sto red a 1926 F ord Seda n
and took it to Picton. That is not wha t I am
co nce rn ed wit h, but what I am, is the way the
darn thing sta rts on the flywhe el magneto and I
thou ght that so me of th e Ford T en thusias ts may
be int ere sted so I will elabo rate a bit.

Firs t of a ll, may I say that I do not use the
batter y for ignition at all and start and run on
the mag ent irely, it is wired for the batter y o f
course but not used , as when sto ne cold it will
start with a few up ward pull s of the handle
(generall y two).

The mot or was completely str ipped, including
the magnets fro m th e flywh eel, in removing
these the brass screws sho uld have the rive ting
filed off, in order to remove them witho ut dam ­
age, as the y are eith er a 15(64 x 24 thread or a
14 machine screw thread, not su re of this though.
Rem ove all magnets and make keepers out of
ti n. o r heavier stock abo ut ti n. wide to go across
the ends of the magn ets.

Now get the magnets remagnetized by an old
time magn eto ma n A N D DO NOT REM OVE
THE KEEPERS under a ny circumsta nces until
the fina l ass em bly is finished.

T he co il plat e should be checked for insula­
tion a nd if down a t a ll, have the coi ls retap ed
and varnished and pr op erl y dr ied in an ove n, it
is important that the .best quality insulat ing var­
nish is used and it mu st be dried har d .

Wh en asse m bling, th e crankshaft end play mu st
be kept to a minimum even if th is mean s re­
metalling the mai n bearings or build ing up the
th rust surfaces with white metal.

A friend of mine who was a Ford T spec ia list,
told me not to set the co il plate to magn et clea r­
ance a t less than .020in . a t any point, but allow
more clea ra nce at the bo tto m as there is a tend­
enc y fo r the tran smi ssion asse mb ly to sag a litt le .
I would think the ide al clea rance wo uld b .025i n.
at the top and .035in . a t the bottom. Cra nksha ft
en d play is fa tal, as magn et clea ran ce ca n only
be set with a minimum of end play.

Magnets are assem bled North to North a nd
So uth to South, in o the r wo rds, not attemp ting
to "s tick" to eac h other, th is is specia lly imp ortant.

T ha t is about all, except to say th at when
wo rking on the flywhe el a nd magn ets, it is esse n-
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tia l to rem ember the old pr overb, "Cleanli ness is
next to God linness" and start with a clea n ben ch ,
free of a ll filings, etc ., as they are a real nui san ce.

After fina lly assembling the job , rem ove the
keepers fro ru the ma gne ts, but do not , under
an y circumstances a llow the kee pers to be rem ov­
ed before, not eve n to feel the pul l.

T he coi l blades should not be set with too
hea vy tension , as this takes all the more kick
fro m the magn eto to ge t a good spark . It is under­
stoo d. that the timer. coils. wiring, etc., a re all
in go od order.

Even in the good old days, I do not remem ber
a T that wo uld start from co ld on the mag with
a pull up and I likewise never hear d of anybody
removi ng the magn ets for magnet izing and keep­
ing the kee pers on the m whilst asse mb ling.

By the way, do not forget to really tight en
the magn et hold ing set screws and brass scr ews
and re- rivet the brass screws .

Summi ng up , it appea rs to me that assu ming
eve rythi ng else is in order, the magnets are the
answer, it's worth a try an yway '

Kin d regards,
Len Southwa rd

80 Years

The Ne w Singer is a product of the s k ill
and c ra ftsmansh ip gai ne d in th e expe ri­
ence of e ig h ty p rogressive years . From
the sma lles t de tai l to its outstanding
performance the NEW SINGER offers
positi ve proof that in th e long ru n ex­
peri ence cou n ts.

Agent for Timaru and Surrounding
District

JOHN DOWLING
125 EVANS STREET - TIMARU

ALSO FOR THE FINEST AND MOST
REASONABLY PRICED USED CARS IN

THE DISTRICT •



and mon ey that went into crea ting the Spec ial
had been expended on restor ing one of the sev­
era l mar qu es of which it was co mpose d then
we all would ha ve been the rich er by one good
Vin tage ca r and not the poorer by a ruin ed
Sunbeam moto r.

As fo r the last paragraph of T ob y's letter, he
should remember that this Club is not a Vintage
Sports Ca r Cl ub. its members ca n appreciat e
vinegar as well as wine an d its Executive has
enough to do without bein g invol ved in abstruse
and lengthy arguments as to what is an d what is
not a "Post-Vintage T horoug hbred" .

Yours etc ..

Dear Mad am .
Your pleasur e a t having dr awn correspo nd­

ence in repl y to the December Editori al from a
normall y silen t bod y of reader s mu st have ex­
ceeded that of the writer in seeing T ob y Easter­
brook-Smith on his ho bby hor se.

However , J ga ined the impression that the yea rs
or too man y modern cars must be weary ing
Tob y for in so me twelve hundred word s he
neith er go t to th e poi nt of the con troversy nor
qu ot ed Shakespea re .

My recollecti on was tha t the controv ersy,
a bout T rophies-ma rk you, Ca nterbury me n,
raged most fierce a fte r the America n engi ne
was installed . My comment is that if the effort

----------
Rob Sha nd

More Recollections A. Macbeth

Obtainable from

WHITCOMBE 6' TOMBS
LTD.

Motoring Books That Will
Appeal to Everyone

lacs), and I ca n rem ember in ab out 1910-11 being
tak en up to Mr Cuthber t Ruth erfor d 's Sta tio n,
well back in North Ca nterb ury near Lak e Surnner
in his Ca di llac, whi ch was qui te a tr ip fo r me.
Some months a fter. pr ob abl y in the winter, J
remember my fa ther tellin g so me body that Mr
Rutherford could not sta rt his car , so he ran g
the Agent and ask ed wha t he sho uld do. T he
Agent ask ed if he had tried floo ding the carb ur-
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30 /0

Wellingto n
Invercargi II

Chr istchurc h Auck land
Dun edin T imaru

H amil to n

and a l l Books el lers

Leonard W .- GA T SON I DES RALLIES AND RACES 23 /9

Hays R.-T H E VANISHING LITRES 29 /0

Ni chol os I. - M OTORI NG ENTENTE 42 /0

Hough R.-TOU RIST TROPHY 25 /0

Dov is S. C. H.-GREAT BRITISH RACING DRIVERS 12/6

Ja rr o t t C.-T EN YEARS OF MOTORS AND
MOTOR RACI NG

Monkhouse G.-M OTOR RACI NG WITH MERCEDES
BENZ

Carter E.-EDWARDIAN CARS

Dr ock ett P.- M OTOR RACING

Birk in H.-FULL THROTTLE

KNOW THE GAME MOTOR RACING

M.G. SERVICE MANUAL.
Coveri ng Models " TC", " T D", " T F", " T F 1500" a nd

M .GA 36 /0

Around a bout 1910 cer tain ca rs wer e liter all y
proving them selves good , and others not so good ,
or possibl y no t so suited to our co nditions . Of
co urse the non-p rofessional man with the greates t
need fo r a car was the farmer, and he was
usually situa ted a long way from civilisation by
rough roads, and pr obably a few cre ek bed s;
and these co nditions needed so me thing stro ng
and rug ged and not too expensive, thu s giving
the American ca rs a grea t advantage over the
Engl ish and Continental makes and I hate to
think how of ten we heard someone say that the
Am erican ca rs were best for N .Z. co nditio ns .

Th ey had a big sta rt by having such a vas t
land area with med iocre road s, and cheap petrol ,
and were the instigator s of mass production ,
which gave chea per cos ts a nd high producti on .
For these reason s Am erican ca rs dominated the
market here pri or to World War 1 and right
through it to well af ter. Naturally the Europe an
mak ers mad e mod els to their own requirements
and the sma ll ca rs were very nice but rather
delic at e. Un fortunat ely whenever a large car was
pro du ced it was a mos t luxurious affa ir, a nd you
would no more expect a far mer to ca rry a cow
in the back of the Roll s, than you would expect
to see him with a fa t sow in the back of a bab y
Peugeot. Howe ver , the man o f discriminat ion
had a ca r of En glish or Continental make, and it
would sta nd out, well above the average Ameri­
ca n hac k, but th ere were on e or two Americ an
cars which were really good in every way , natur­
a lly cos ting more, but worth it. On e of these was
the Ca dillac (incide ntally they used to say that
every Service Ru n in N .Z. was built up o n Cad il-
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ett or , and Mr Ruther ford repli ed, " No, wh at is
it'?" . All of wh ich just shows how tr ou ble free
a good car of these time s co uld be.

Las t issu e I was talk ing a bout my littl e "20
Hu p", whi ch was not in the same price bracket
as th e ab ove mention ed Ca di llac but. I think,
co ns idera bly o lder.

Altho ugh she seemed qui te nor mal for her time ,
mind yo u she was old when I bought her ; I
seem to remember two blocks o f two bores eac h
and, I thin k, co nvent io na l va lve bungs as aga inst
th e later "3 2 Hup " whi ch had a soli d un cooled
plat e (except fo r a few cru de fins on top ) ex­
tending the len gth o f th e valves, and held d own
by qui te a few studs and nuts whi ch just a bou t
weld ed themselves on with the heat. T he "20
Hup" crankcase was cy lind rica l and th e crank­
shaft was put in end ways. The gea rbox was quite
sma ll with on ly two gear s, and the reverse cog
was literally slung int o mesh fro m the side, by
pulling the gea r leve r to the side from neutral.
The rear end I can 't remember so will give it
the be nefit of the dou bt.

Ret urning to the tim e when I saw Fred Pearson
a few months ago, he told me his son had an
old ace ty lene lamp fr om a Fowler tr action engi ne
of his. so I went down to inspect thi s rel ic . The

Tyre Situation
A meeting was held a t Fo rt Dunlop, En gland,

on No vem ber 15th last year to d iscuss so me of
the pr oblems invol ved in suppl ying tyres fo r
vin tage and ve te ra n ca rs and to co nside r whe ther ,
with the co- op eration of the m ain users of these
tyres, any im provem ent co uld be ma de.

T he Vint age Car Club of N.Z. ln c., as rep­
resented by the Veteran Ca r Clu b of Great Britain
wh ose represent atives were F. W . Hutton-Stott
and C. J . Ben dal l.

The ma in problems a re: -
(a ) Most of the tyres used by vin tage and veteran

ca rs are required in suc h sm all qua ntities that
th eir manufacture is un economi c.

(b) Demands a re so irregular tha t it is difficult
to fo recas t th e qu antit ies that will be nee ded
in each size .

(c) Specia l craftsmen a nd manufacturing tech­
niques ar e needed in so me cases, and this ca n
mean int er fer ing with the flow of normal
pr oduct ion .

Fo r these reason s, Dunlop wo uld welc om e any

ma ke was "Gerrna nia " and typical of the Germ an
lamps of th e time , had a thin wa ist d ividing

th e wa ter and ca rbide. and surmounted on top
by a huge lamp with a 6in. glass, whe reas the
body wa s only a bou t half the size, th e to ta l
height nearly I7in ., and with th e narrow waist
it looked like so me fiend ish insect with one large
eye. Even the burn er was extrao rd inary. A mo to r
cycle takes rou ghl y 12 litr es of gas per hour and
a ca r a bo ut 17 litr es, but these tr action en gine
cha ps had one of 27 litr es. They mu st have
been the shinin g lights of those da ys. F unnily
the T riumph mo to r cycles pri or to the firs t
World War had Germa nia lamps. why I ca n't
im agine. T hey were very orna te, but the E nglish
ones were much sturd ier. and seemed better ma de
all round, yet the Triumph was look ed up on as
the bike o f the tim e. Abou t th e tim e I acqui red
the o ld tract ion lamp, I was looking roun d fo r
burners for a pair of head lamps of mine, and if
anyone has man aged to keep on read ing , he
might fee l rewarded to k no w that there is a
firm in Christchurch with literally th ousands of
va rious fittings and litres ca pacity. Taylo rs, the
Plum bers Mer ch ants o f Co lombo St ree t, Christ­
church, ma ke th e burners fo r the railways and
would pro ba bly gladly supply any veteran enthusi­
as ts .

reducti on in the range of th ese tyres which cou ld
be made without inflicting serious ha rd sh ip on
vintage and veteran car en thus ias ts : and any in­
formati on which would mak e it easier to forecast
dema nd in each size.

The fo llowing notes, mad e as a result of th e
meeting and a fte r su bseq uent discussion a mo ng
th e Dunlop Ru bb er Compan y official s concern ed,
express the present Dunlop poli cy on tyres fo r
vin tage and veteran ca rs . T his poli cy su bstantia lly
me ets the recommendat ion s of th e vintage and
veteran ca r club represent atives. an d Dunlop
would welcome their agreem ent with it.
I. It was co ns ide red th at only four sizes co uld

be dr opped witho ut serio us hardship, nam ely:
6.00/6.50-20 7.00-23
7.00-20 31 x 4 S.S.

These sizes will remain in the ran ge fo r th e
tim e being , but so me or a ll of them may be
del eted af ter further con siderati on within the
next few months.

2. The five sizes of Bead ed Edge mot or cycle
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Beaded Edge 820 x 120 32 x 4+
30 x 3-!- 875 x 105 H.E. Motor

7 10 x 90 880 x !20 Cycle
760 x 90 8<)5 x 135 26 x 2t -2{
8 10 x 90 Straight Side 26 x 3
8 15 x 105 3 1 x 4 28 x 3

4. Most of th ese sizes wi ll be with drawn from
th e normal price list. T hey will be ma nufac­
tured o nly occasiona lly, in batches, a t times
whe n th ey ca n be made mo st econo mically
a nd with least d islocat ion in the fac to ry . It
will th er efo re not usu a lly be prac tica ble to
give firm de livery pro m ises for sizes wh ich
are ou t o f stoc k.

5. T he F la t Base tu bes whic h fit some o f th e
co vers in th e vintage and vetera n range are
no lon ger ava ilable . In nea rly a ll suc h cases,
exist ing tub es can be m od ified.

6. In additio n to the va luable informat io n given
a t the meetin g, D unlop will welcome any
furt her information abou t probab le de mands
which cl u bs may be able to give from time to
time .

7. 11 will a t some fut ure tim e be necessa ry to in ­
crease th e p rices of cer tain D unlo p vin tage
and ve te ra n tyr es in relat ion to th e prices of
no rmal prod uc tio n tyres, bu t this step is no t
contemplated im media te ly .

8. T hese not es rep resent Dunlop's presen t inten­
tion s on ly, a nd nothi ng in the m m us t be ta ken
as a promise to keep any size in prod ucti on
indefini te ly; but i t will co n tin ue to be th e
Compa ny 's po licy to dea l with a ll matters
affec ting the vin tage a nd veteran ca r move­
m en ts as sy m pa thetica lly as ci rc ums ta nces per­
mit.

9 . W hen a ny c han ges in th e vin tage a nd vetera n
car tyre range are co ntem plated, Du nl op will
whe rever possible tr y to inform th e cl u bs
represen ted a t th is m eet ing, and any o thers
who may wis h to be so informe d , in adva nc e.

10. N o cha nge is int en ded in th e method of di stri­
bu tio n of vintage a nd veteran tyres. T hey will
con tinue to be supplied thro ug h the tra de in
th e no rm al way . In cases o f d ifficu lty the
Vin tage Car Club of New Zea la nd can advise
yo u.

Fo rt

Fo rt
Fo rt
Fo rt

6.00/6.50- 18
19 Fort
20

7.00- 17
18
19
20
2 1
23

7.50- 176.00-2 1

covers a lready sc bed u led fo r d eletion include
three for which th e Ve teran Car Club co n­
sid ers the re is st ill a need . They are 26 x 2t ­
2t, 26 x 3 a nd 28 x 3. T hese will be re ta ined
for the tim e bein g, but this decision m a y
have to be recon sider ed fai rly soon, esp eci­
a lly in the case of 28 x 3.

3. T he ran ge wi ll be: ­
4.50- 19
4 .50/4.75/5.00-20
4.50 /4 .75-2 1
4 .75/5 .00- 18

19
5.00(5.25-2 1
5.25(5 .50- 18

19
20

What it was!
SOLUTI ON TO THE MAR CH QUIZ

T he March q u iz car was o ne w hic h defea ted
th e curio us once aga in . Suggested sol utions in­
clude d 11.9 Lagonda, a nd Singer, but in fact
th e m ys ter y car was a 1925 11 h.p . (i .W. K.

G .W .K . light ca rs were made at Ma id enhead,
Berkshi re, E ng la nd, a nd fro m Edwa rd ia n da ys
when th ey possessed a vertical two cy linder eng ine
to the vintage period , whe n two more cy linde rs
were added, th ey rema ined co nventional loo kin g
cars with a n un con ventio nal sys te m of fr ic tion
drive which became the hallma rk of th is ma ke .

What and Where

T he la test car q uiz for Beaded Wh eels Read ers,
see if yo u ca n ide ntify the car in this p ho to
a nd post yo ur guess to th e Edi tor, 20 H ackthorne
R~ad , C hris tc hurch . T he na mes of th e know­
led gea ble together wi th o the r interes ting de ta ils
of th e machine will appear in the next issu e.

26

\



Canterbury Notes R. S. Turnbull

Vintage Car Club N.Z . (Inc.), Canterbury Branch .

Chairman: R. S. Turnbull Hon . Sec.: R. J Cummins, 23 Randolph St., Ch ,istchurch

"

Since th e la st issue th ere has been a n event of
maj or importance in the bra nc h territo ry, to wit
th e Pennzo il Rally to Pict on as well as other
lesser happenings both of a mot oring and of
ad m in istra tive nature.

As th e Pict on e vent was a nati on al o ne it is
described elsewhere in th is issu e, but her e the
effo rts o f th e o rga n ise rs a nd off ic ia ls, mostl y Can­
ter bury members, and th e local co m pe tito rs sho u ld
be mentioned . For an event o f thi s scope th e time
avai la ble fo r plann in g was almost insuffi cient but
by frequent and time co nsuming trips to Picton
Sarn Slyfield o f Pennzoil a nd Andy Anderson,
Leon Witte, Richard Palmer a nd o the rs of the
club executive manag ed, de spi te un forseen
ch anges a t Picton , to ens ure th e smoo th functio n­
ing o f the Rall y. Moll ie And erson a nd Ri ch ard
Palmer , in particul ar. d eserve pra ise as they
ass isted grea tly with th e o rga nising kn o wing that
th ey would be unable to be at the R all y.

Du rin g th e weeks that preced ed Easter, man y
hou rs were sp ent by local m em ber s pr eparing

c. HUNTON lTD
55 KI LMORE STREET

CHRISTCHURCH

Body Bu ilders & Po inters

Cha ssis a nd Ax le Repaire rs- Pa nel
Beaters

Telephone 69-786

AFTER
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their ca rs . T he 23-60 Vauxhall of Jim C u m m ins
had removed, in a ve ry sho rt time, a ll th e dents
a nd bodily def ect s due to considerable use in the
hands o f m an y o wne rs, and after many coa ts o f
dark green du co was tr an sformed . Also a pai r of
lamps of un kn own ma nufacture but co nsidera ble
s ize a nd power replaced the ex-Aust in o nes fitted,
and new kingpin bushes ha ve improved the steer­
ing whi ch is now not undul y hea vy con sid ering
th e direct rati o a nd the size of th e car. The o nly
trouble ex pe r ienced during th e rall y was sta r ter
mot or failure a nd engines o f o ver 4 litres are
hea vy to cra nk .

Another ca r th at underwent a rapid improv e­
ment of appea ra nce and performan ce was num­
ber two of Terry C hick' s Talbot Dar racq team.
Having bou ght it o nly a few weeks before Easter
he a nd his cre w checked over th e engine , repl aced
a worn timin g cha in a nd a broken piston a nd re­
painted th e bod y to match the firs t T albot whi ch
incidentall y wa s the one with th e slightly tall er
radiator a nd se pa ra te side lights. For bo th these

BEFORE

OUR FINISHED WORK

A Genuine Pho to Repro duc t ion



smoot h ru nn ing ca rs th e tr ip was un event ful.
D ue to con side rable pre-Pic to n wo rk on the

mot or of his 4 cy linde r a .M.. Peter Shaskey
obtain ed an over all fuel consumption of 26 m.p.g.
an d co nside ra bly bett er performan ce on hills. and
surprisingly, d id not suffer fr om gasket trouble,
the cy linders bei ng very close together on th is
mot or. Also, in the acceleration test the a.M .
performed as well as a sta ndard 50 I Fia t which
is a co nside rab ly lighter ca r but a lso of It litr es.

Except fo r the Maxwell o f A. S. Pearse, who
had neglec ted to carry the equipment to spread
split rims . all the Ca nterb ur y ca rs arrived at
Picton , some of them enco unter ing sma ll troubles
on the way . Tom Cleme nts in his 50 1 F iat was
delayed with magne to tr ouble south of Chevio t
which he finall y cure d, but per ha ps the most epic
journ ey was that of Leo n Witt e, Jack Wilk ins
and crew in the 1912 " Ze ro" Fia t. After having
wo rke d to the ea rly hou rs of the morn ing for
man y days prev iously. they co ntinued right
thro ugh till 5 a.m. on the Friday morn ing , had a
was h. and went to the sta rt. After exper ienc ing
numerou s an noyi ng stoppag es in the first 12 miles
due to tyre trouble, pet rol , igniti on a nd th e
crank ha nd le fall ing fro m its sock et, one of these
sto ps bein g in the mid dle of the Wa imakariri
Bridge, th ey co nt inued on until jus t befo re
Chevio t the eng ine stop ped completely, the
magn eto hav ing th ro wn the shellac insulati on
fr om the a rma ture . After being towed to Chev io t.
a search of the local ga rages fai led to produce a

replacement Bosch ZF4 so th e ma gne to was
taken to Kaikoura, the a rma ture fre ed, clea ned
and reassembled . Fo rtuna tely it sti ll prod uced
spa rks so was refitt ed an d the Fia t was once
more mobile. Altho ugh it was then la te in the
da y they moto red on an d after a co ld but o the r­
wise pleasant moonlight dri ve, the very tired
crew arrived at Pict on a t about 2 a .m., not a
bad effo rt fo r the first outing of a reb uilt ca r.

U nfortun atel y a num ber of the Canter bury
me mb ers had trou ble with their ca rs on the
return journey. We hop e this did not detract too
much from th eir enjoyme nt of the event and wish
the m bett er luck next tim e.

Af ter man y months and co nsidera ble thou ght
the Canterb ury bra nch co mmittee have a t last
fo und a buildi ng suita ble for clu broom s, th e
club ho use of the Waimai ri G olf Club whi ch has
just co mpleted a larger building. This acquis itio n
mu st even tua lly be mov ed from its pre sent site
where it overlooks the golf co urse to ano ther a
few chains away on Beach Ro ad wher e it should
provide a very sui ta ble headqu arters for the
branch. T he mo ving and re-erecti on will ob vi­
ous ly require la bour, bo th skilled and un skilled ,
and when all the negot iati ons have been com­
pleted and the decision s mad e, loca l members
will be enlis ted for wo rk in either of the a bove
ca tagories. The scheme embarked on appea rs to
offe r clubrooms of our own at a low er cost than
a ny o f the o the r propos itio ns co nsidered a nd we
look fo rwa rd to ca rryi ng it thr ou gh.

W. A. Clapham
29 SOUTHWARK STREET - CHRISTCHURCH
Between Manchester a nd Ma dra s Str eets, Alongsid e

Coker s Hotel PHONE 77-471

Canterbury Service for

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries
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Wanganui Notes Bob HaU.

Vintage Cor Club of N .Z . ( Inc.) (W ongo nui Branch )

Chairman : P. R. W illiomson. Secretory: R. Lee, 34 No . 3 Line, Wongonui East .

The big event since last issue is of co urse the
Nation al Rally a t Picton a t which the Bran ch
was represented by twelve vehicles. T here were
feverish prep arat ions on the Wednesday evening,
and in the case of the Caseley 1914 Buick mu ch
burning o f the midnight o il. With an o bstina te
leak at the wat er pump, it was finall y decided to
tak e it to Wellington per trailer, and the convoy
left Wanganui a t 4.45 a .m . in co ld but fine
weather. G ood time was made to Levin where a
visit was paid to Trevor Hudson who intended
leaving later in the day with his 1925 Austin to
ca tch the Lyttelton ferr y. Wellington was reached
mid-morning in ga le force win ds. At the wharf
Reg . Lee had a few hectic moments. As he was
handing over the sheaf of shipping papers a
corner of the An sald o hood tore from its moor­
ings. The hood was sav ed, and rem arkable to
rel ate, so also were the preci ous papers. So me
Harbour Board rop e secured the hood temporar­
ily, and the ca rs were duly got on board . T hey
were all treated well by the hoist gang, and once

A. P. (Bert) TONKS (:,
SON LTD.

111 Duncan Street, Wanganui East

Coach Builders - Motor Trimmers

Panel Beaters and Pointers

Complete Restorations Undertaken

Mudguards, Panels, etc ., Mode to

Authentic Detai I from Patterns,

or Photographs
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aboard. all hoods were lowered and tarpaul ins
tied over the cars. T he Rangitira sa iled ju st after
midday and grim were the fore bodings of a
rough trip. However , in spite o f the wind, the
sea was rel ati vely calm and the crossing a plea s­
ant one witho ut incident except for the Buick
which had the misfortune to ha ve the low er half
of the wind screen blown in aga inst the steering
whe el a nd smas hed . In fact, Vie Caseley 's sta rs
must have been in a parti cul arl y bad aspect just
at the time of the Rally, fo r Saturday morning.
in the first event, th e accelera tion test, the Buick
failed to leave the mark . The fault was later
found to be a broken dri veshaft pini on . Bad luck
for thi s beautifull y restored example of the early
Buick with its all new diamond-plea ted and but­
toned leather upholstery and fre sh grey paint.

Two Wellin gton car s ac companied the o thers
on the crossing. These were the immacul at e "T "
F ord of Len Southward , and the un iqu e little
Crestmobile (I ( 0 2) of Del an ey . On the Thursday.
the Ca rter to n De Dion drove do wn the 55 mile s
to Wellington, but wishing to have a full clear
day, just in cas e. Rex Porter elected to cross by
the lat er boat, sa iling a t 11.30 p.rn . He left home
at II a.m., formally despat ched by Hi s Worship
the Mayor, of Carterton, lun ched at tearooms at
the Summit of the Rimutakas (eleva tion 1820 ft .).

had aftern oo n tea at Trentharn. and reached the
wharf a t 4.30 p.rn . The trip was completel y
troublefree which is a rem arkable tribute to thi s
rare old 1900 model of only 4-} h.p. Times wer e
accura tely taken thr oughout the trip, authentic­
a ted by signatures at twelve points, and ac tual
travelling tim e was 3 hours 52 minutes. Up hill
fro m Featherston to the top of the H ill av eraged
8 rn.p.h ., and down the other side 25 m.p.h. Over
the whole trip the average was 13 ~· m.p .h ., ex­
cluding sto pping time for refreshments a nd rou­
tin e maintenance such as adding grease to th e
diff. drive gear s and draining out used engine oil
(ever y 20 miles)! There was a ver y stro ng hea d
wind on the Hill, and at most corners where they
caught the full bla st , the passenger and some­
time s the driver as well, had to dismount to
lighten the load and walk beside the old bus till
it began to pick up speed aga in . At Picton , Sarn
Slyfield (of the Penn zo il Co.) ver y nobly turned



out at 3 a .m. in the ra in to esco rt th e De Dion
to a safe garage fo r the rem ain der of th e nigh t.

F riday morning some of the team went for a
sho rt lau nch trip and th e rest of the day was
spent in prep a rin g the ca rs a nd pa ying soc ia l
ca lls, until the mai n contingent fro m South began
to a rrive late afternoon. Sa turday, of co urse, wa s
the big day, re po rted elsew here, but it ca n be
mentioned here th at eve ry "M ainlander" th or­
o ughly enjoyed the day and was full of praise fo r
the organisa tio n, the int erest ing eve nts and the
ma ny fine and va ried cars pr esent ed by the So uth
Island ers.

In the blindfold d riving test the Ansal do br oke
a br ak e- rod . (Would ap pea r tha t dri ver Lee' s
streng th went from eyes to feet !)

As the return boat did not leave Picton till th e
Monday evening. th e op po rt uni ty wa s taken 10

mak e a search of the distri ct with so me sa tisf'ac­
to ry results. One ca r return ing from th e direction
of Blenheirn was see n to co nta in , besides the full
co mpleme nt of "o dd beds", su nd ry bits pf
machi ner y amo ng which were a mu ch needed
Humberet te fro n t ax le. (Did someo ne say so me ­
thing a bo ut a successful raid into enemy terri ­
tor y?)

T he homeward trip was an a ll night one, leav­
ing the C ity at 11.30 p.rn . and a rriving at Wan ga­
nu i a t 3.45 a .m . a fter an un eventful run on a
lovel y sta rry nigh t. T he convoy consis ted of

Can We Assist You

We carry a ver y large Stock of NEW

Pistons semi finished to su it EARLY and

LATE Model Cars.

Pric es Are Right a nd our

SERVICE PROMPT

E. WINHALL & CO. Ltd

Overla nd (Tom Stirling), Wa lker's Ansa ldo (Reg.
Lee), H um ber (Pe te r Wi lliarnson), and th e Zedel
and Buick on tru ck and trailer. T he D e Di on,
with all lights lit and th e ex ha us t-w his tle tweetl­
ing ma de a fine Exi t fro m the wha rf , laden down
to the Pl imsoll M ark with d river. two crew mem­
bers and a mountai n of luggage piled on the floo r
above th e wind shield level. T hey ran on ly as far
as T he Hutt wh ere they sta yed th e night, and
made the re tu rn H ill crossi ng next morni ng in
glo rio us wea ther. T hey report having been sto p­
ped by a Limb of the Law, at midnight in the
Peton e main stree t, an d asked fo r Wa rra n t of
Fi tness and Driver's Licence . Both were in o rde r,
and proba bly th e Co ns tab le reall y only wanted
to have a priva te view. Anyway, he was co m­
pletely moll ified by a dem on strat ion dr ive in a
qu iet and dark side street. On reaching home,
th is ca r had cov ered 180 mi les in the Rall y.

Fo ur cars and th eir crews stayed on in the
So uth for a week or so touring and th or o ughly
enjoyed themselves. T he vehicles gave no trouble
throu ghout and crea ted qu ite a bit of in terest in
vario us places. T he tourists were: Dia rnle r, Bert
and Mrs Tonks; Alvis, Ken and Mrs Wr ight :
Morgan, C has . and Mrs Withe rs: a nd Austin ,
T revo r and i'vl rs Hudso n and two sma ll child re n.

MUSEUlVl BUI LDIN G. Wor k has go ne a lo ng
stea d ily and the bui lding is now co mple tely en­
closed and the roof sea led an d waterti gh t (we

GORDON HUGHAN LTD.
p.a. Box 4 8 Pembroke St reet

CARTERTON

Ford Dealers Since 1907

Motor Recond ition ers

MASTERTON

Phone 4739 Business 7334 Residence
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I. W. Hopping 2385
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tion with A irscapades Pageant (a cha rity func­
tio n). Ca rs wer e shown in variou s stages of rest­
ora tion from the newl y discovered Maxwell
("S urely yo u're not goi ng to mak e th at thing
go ."), throu gh resto red chassis of Mode l T's to
the Vinta ge classics such as the Ansa ldo and the
Al vis.

In Ca r ter to n. the reb ui ld ing of the shed in
whic h to rebu ild the rare old Newton Bennett , is
nearin g complet ion aft er on ce before having
reached a lmost th at stage and then bein g blown
down in a gale. So me have trou bles one wa y and
some ano ther. T he " D enny ' De Dion ( 1907) is
co m ing a long slowly bu t a bad pa tch was met in
the for m of a serio usly cracked gea rbox housing
and so me " sho t" ba llraces of d ifficult dimen sion s.
But, one must needs recall th at fine o ld La tin (?)
phrase " nil ba sta rda tum car bo r unduru", whic h
loosely tra ns la ted mean s, " don' t let things gri nd
you down ."

hop e). Wh at is badl y needed now is a gra tui to us
elec tr ica l insta lla tio n wo rke r. Any offers? Make
haste, as we hear Can terb ury have bo ught a
bui ldi ng and a re moving it on to their section.

The Branc h ha s acce pted an inv ita tion to par­
ticipat e in th e N api er Ce ntennia l Ce lebra tio ns to
be held N ovember Ist next.

Bert T onks has picked up a Maxwell, circa
1910, fro m a su burb righ t in Wa nga nui. It has
bee n a lon g job-he has been afte r it since
before he acq uired th e Diamler. Restorat ion
might take nearl y as lon g as it is prett y " ta lly ".
He is a lso re po rted to have com e by a vin tage
M.G . o f a bo ut 1927- the type remini scent o f t he
bull-nose Morr is.

G or don Brotherstons Model T is we ll on the
way. (Len So uthward had bet ter look out as thi s
is go ing to be a good one .)

Ju st before Easte r th e Bran ch was inv ited to
put on a display at Wan gan ui Airp ort in connec -

-------------

Otago Notes R. S. Ferens

Chairman: R. S. Ferens.
Vintage Car Club N.Z . (Inc.) O~aga Branch

Hon . Sec .: A. W. Bramwell, 37 Marion St ., Dunedin.

The Bran ch is still in the old c lub roo ms and
has no w ob tained a mor e pr ernanent ar rnage­
ment which is mor e than sa tisfac to ry . For a sho rt
period the fu ture was very indefini te as to
whether we could retain our headquarters, a ltern ­
a tives wer e fo und and a ltho ugh the y may not
have had th e obvio us ad vantages that a t pre sent
ex ist, it is fortun at e tha t we did not have to shi ft.

N oggin and Na tter even ings have been on the
pr ogra m me once a month , with a film eve ning as
a n a lte rna tive depending up on the ava ilability o f
suitab le films .

It is a lon g sad story th at only five ca rs out of
sixtee n entered reach ed Picto n in the Pennzoil
Rall y, but it ca n be sa id th at all tried .

RE ASONS F O R FAILU RE. Scra tchings num ­
ber ed 5, of wh ich 2 wer e no t ready in time, 2 had
serious trou ble the preced ing wee k, and 1 had
th e engine assemb led minus r ings .

F ailures on jou rn ey number ed 6, of which 1
had di ff. trou ble, I had bearing tro ubl e, I had
genera to r trou ble, I had co n ro d trou ble, I had
piston tr ou ble, and I fo und that th e wea ther co n­
di tio ns in an o pen vete ra n delayed the practi ca­
bility of the jo urney.

Fro m the above record it ca n be see n th at the
Otago members had more than their share of
ha rd luck , but in the words o f the Cl ub Ca ptai n

3 1

even th e number of cars that co mp leted the
Rall y co uld not have been po ssible a yea r ago.
It is a pity th e reports of the local pr ess were
not a little more acc ur ate in th eir accou n t of the
num ber th at fa iled (or is i t) . Con ti n ue d over pag e

RUSSELL1S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street

DUNEDIN, C.l

Take pl ea sure in o ffer ing our

reade rs th e benefi t o f a c ha nge , a nd

th eir wo r thy steeds a re st cure . by

ha ving a t your di sposal o ur fleet

o f m odern large a nd sm a ll ca rs and

mot or scoote rs .

Phones

BUSINESS 77-71 9

AFTER HOU RS 39-762



Fifteen club members were invited to Mr T. A.
Thomsen's residence to inspect his 1936 Phantom
II Continental Rolls Royce, This inspection was
not just a look at a car, but one where the
machine was jacked up, and floorboards , etc. ,
removed and in fact everything explained to the
finest detail. Later a history of the Rolls Royce
Company in slide form was presented with a
very good commentary, after which it was evi­
dent that we had gained more than a passing
interest in this famous marque.

A Night Trial was held on Saturday the 10th
of May causing general bewilderment to all
navigators. It appears to be a feature of our
efforts that the navigator who is generally pic­
tured as a character who adopts that crouched
attitude in the front seat mumbling "one minute
late," or "I give up," has not had the time or
opportunity to do so in the trials that have been
held . Indeed a pleasant change.

It is not general policy to victimise members
but the Otago Branch would like it made known
to their various friends throughout the vintage
world that Bob Oakley, and Michael Haggitt are
both engaged, and as both their future wives arc
not adverse to either veteran or vintage machin­
ery we congratulate them.

Classified Advertisements
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

RATES

CLUB MEMBERS: Free for first three tines (approx.
25 words); thereafter 1/- per line (8 words).

NON-MEMBERS: 5 /- for first three lines or less; there­
after I / - per line.

To be accepted all advertisements must be typed and
be accompanied by the necessary remittance and must
be in the hands of the Editor not later than the 15th
day of the month before publication date.

Special display advertisements of cars for sale com­
plete with photos may be inserted at special and very
reasonable rates, for details of which service write to
the Editor.

FOR SALE: Veteran Car Beer Mugs. We have a
limited stock of M ugs by Wade, decorated with
authentic pictures of the following six Veteran
Cars: Ford, Darracq, Sunbeam, Benz, Rolls
Royce, Peugeot. i pint 10/6 - Pint 13/6 . Owing
to import restrictions this is our last shipment for
some time. Stocks are rapidly being sold and we
take the liberty of advising members to avail
themselves of what may be a last opportunity .
Address orders to : Tony Kennett, R. L. Kennett
and Co. Ltd ., 2 I I High Street, Christchurch .
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FOR SALE: Blocks of Photographs which have
been in Beaded Wheels. Contact Editor, 20 Hack­
thorne Road, Christchurch.

FOR SALE: 1926 20/60 Vauxhall Saloon, 5 new
tyres, complete, only rusty. no. Apply to Dermis
King, Nelson.

FOR SALE: OR 70 Delage Saloon. Perfect con­
dition, £125. Apply J. Young, Aurora Street,
Hornby, Christchurch .

FOR SALE: 1935 Brough, perfect condition .
Price £500 . Apply to P .O . Box 28 , Raetihi.

FOR SALE: 1926 Clyno, small body repairs, req .,
good tyres, four wheel br akes, £50 or offer. To K .
Steffenson, 221 England Street, Christchurch.

WANTED: Humberette (or similar) back end .
Track 3ft. 8ins. R. P . Lee, 34 , No . 3 Line,
Wanganui .

WANTED: Information leading to parts for or
gen on Regal Cars circa 1911-1914, or even com­
plete car . 1. Moulton, 10 Kotare Street, Christ­
church.

WANTED : Single cylinder Cadillac engine with
or without gearbox. Interested in any bits. G. D.
Harris, 103 Suva Street , Riccarton , Christchurch.

WANTED : 4 Brass Hub Caps for Model T Ford.
Replies to R . Bruce Nicholls, "Sandhurst", Pri­
vate Bag , Christchurch.

WANTED: Back numbers of Beaded Wheels,
any issue. Contact Editor, 20 Hackthorne Road ,
Christchurch. State price.

WANTED: Any 6.00 x 22 S.S. Tyres for Buick 6.
Reply with price and condition to McNicoll , 422
Selwyn Street, Christchurch.

WANTED: 500 x 24 Tyres and Tubes and any
information regarding 1923 Rickenbacker would
be appreciated. Contact K . W . Parker, P .O. Box
30, Lyttelton .

WANTED: 4t Bentley wanted: also Type 62
Rudge Whitworth wheel hubs or wheels complete
for 3 Litre Bentley. L. Southward. 14 Massey
Avenue, Lower Hutl.

WANTED: Information on 1905-6 Reliability
Trial from Auckland to Wellington. Write D .
Hall, P.O. Box 924, Hamilton .

WANTED : Vee Radiator for 1915 Oakland. Set
2lin. Spoked Wheels to fit Sunbeam 14/40 fine
spline. K. Steffenson, 221 England Street, Lin­
wood, Christchurch .

WANTED: Vintage Saloon or Limousine, 7
Seater preferred. Must be in good order and rea­
sonable. Photos and particulars please to Box
1674, Christchurch .



The history of

Castrol is

th'e history of

motoring

Since 1899 when the World's Land

Speed Record stood at 63 rn.p.h., the
name of Wakefield has lead the field.

Castrol has broken more world records
than any other oil, and today stands as
the acknowledged .. Masterpiece in

Oils". It is used by most Briti sh motor­
ists and approved by all British
motor-car and motor eyele makers.
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lOne of Sir Malcolm Carnpbell 's
nine successful attempts on the
World's Land Speed Record - all
using Castrol . The 1933 version of
" Bluebird" doing 272 m.p.h .

1 Another famous record breaker
on Castrol was Sir Henry Segrave.
His. "Golden Arrow" travelled at
231 m.p.h. in 1929.

] Capt. George Eyston broke the
World's Land Speed Record at 357
m.p.h. in September 1938. Another
Castrol triumph.

4 Geoff Duke, World Champion
Motor Cyclist relies on Castrol. THE MASTERPIECE IN OILS
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Gener a l Motors New Zealand Limited,

Bouverie Stree t , Peton e, and at Upper Hutt

1909 OAKLAND MODEL '40'
In troduced in 1909 , when Oakland
jo ined t he Gener a l M otors Corporation .
Powered by a f ou r-cyli nd er eng ine.
developing 40 hor sepower. The
cylinde rs of th is engine were cas t in
pairs, similar to a four-c yli nder motor
cyc le eng ine. Wi th a 112 inc h wheel­
base, th e Oakland Model ' 40 ' was a
f u ll f ive- seater . 34 " wheels, 4" t yres ,
Height 2000 pounds .

19 13 CHEVROLET ' BA BY "-RAND'
:Jne o f t he ear li est Ch evro ie ts. The
f la t da sh and angu lar cow l wh ic h
cha rac t er ised t h e ea r ly Ch ev ro lc t ca n
be seen t o adva ntage an t h is model.
I t Vias powe red by a fou r- cy linder
va lve - m - head engi ne deve lop ing 2 1.7
n.p . A fu l l fi ve-sea t er. i t had a 104 "
whee lbas e. weig hed 2,375 pou nds and
sold for 875 dolla rs.

1905 BUICK MODEL ' C'

Powe red by 0 two- cyl inder va lve-in ­
head 22 h .p , engi ne loca t ed under the
body and cra nk ed from the side.
Dr iven by a central chai n from th e
engi ne to th e rear ax le. Water and
petrol tanks moun te d under the hood.
Plan etary tra nsmission, two fo rward
and one rev erse speeds. Cone clutch,
spring tcnsioned . 85" whee lba se , 56"
t read , 30" ar tillery spaked wheels.
Weight 1,740 pou nds . Pr ice, w ith ex tras
1,200 dolla rs .

MOTORSGENERAL

Che vrol et, v c u xhctl , Hold e n, Po nt iac , O!dsm ob ile ,

Buick Cedill ac Cars. Bed f ord and Ch evrolct

Trucks. Frig id oir c Hou seh ol d A ppli a nc e s . G.M .

Die sel

1906 CADILLAC MODEL 'M' TOURING CAR
Th e 19 06 Ca di llac ca ta lag ue clai me d: "No effort or expense
has be en spared to mak e the 19 06 Ca dillac all that co uld
be wished or in a light fam ily ca r. It is capab le of a speed
of 2 5 ta 30 miles an hour . . .
The general design is of sur pass ing bea uty a nd, wit h aur
super b finish, g ives it a ton e o f qu ie t ric hness which will no t
be excelled".

Th e 19 06 Cad illac Model 'M' Touri ng Ca r had a on e -cy linde r
eng ine , rated at 9 .7 horse-power . T h is engine ha d bee n used
by Cadillac s ince its beginning, in 1902 . T he weight a f th e
Mode l 'M' wos 1,578 pouds , and it ha d a wheel base of 76 " .
Th e price of th e Cadi llac Model ' M' was 9 50 dol lar s .. . .
1,025 dollars with Ca pe Carte top and lamp s we re no t
inc lude d in e ithe r pr ice.
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Vintage Car Club of N.Z . Incorporated and printed by A . E. Purse Lim it ed, 2 3 3 Manch ester She et , Chri stchurch , N ew

Zealand. Regi st.ercd at th e G'.P .O. Wellington, for transm iss ion a s a Magazine, etc .


