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Whether VETERAN, EDWARDIAN, VINTAGE or MODERN ­

they all need

Made in
One Oaffon

and
Two Oat/on
Capacities

The LESCO
POUR. A - CAN

Stand It Up or lay It Flat

It Will Not Leak or Smell

Ava ila b le Shor t ly from Your Ga rage or
Se rvice Station.

Manu fa ctured Unde r A LLBOY Licence by

SOUTHWARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
Gracefi eld , Lower Hutt

HAMPTON TYRE COMPANY LTO
126 OXFORD TERRACE, CHRISTCHURCH

N.Z.'s Tyres

Leading Supplied

Tyre For All

Stockists Vehicles

Phone 77 -296 From Scooters

to
P.O. Box . 803

Ea;·th Movers

BEADED EDGE TYRES STOCKED OR INDENTED FOR YOU!!



Beaded Wheels is th e voice of the Vinta ge and Ve teran Car Moveme nt in Ne w Z ealand and o f the Clubs wh ose
ef forts are fostering and eve r wide ning the interest in th is mo vement and for m rallyin g point s fo r that ever
increasing band of ent husias ts. The [ascinut ion of age itself or rev ulsion from the fl ashy m ediocri ty of our
present da y is drawing an increasing number of moto rists back to the individuality, solid wor th, and [unc­
tional elegance tliot was demanded by a mo re discriminatin g generation and it is to th ese that we dedica te -r-
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The Club is a t present passing through a stage of very
con sid er able a nd rapid growth . Branch es have recently
been formed in So uthla nd , Wellington, Marlborough a nd
Hawkes Bay and there are further branches in the co urs e
of formatio n in Nelson and the Bay of Plenty. To th ese
new branches a very sincere welcome is ext ended .

It is a su ita ble tim e to tak e stock of ourselves and our
acti vities part icul arly in reg ard to the events whi ch we
run. At pr esent ther e a ppea rs to be rather a ten den cy o n
the part o f Bran ch es to concentrate on running too man y
major events whi ch entai l a lot o f organisati on both be­
fore a nd during the even t, a co nsidera ble expe ndi ture of
money, a nd perh aps a littl e too much organ ised co m­
pet ition for members at the eve nts. In Can ter bury, a t
least, there see ms to be a large body of opinio n whi ch
favours the holding of more small informal even ts ra the r
than large highly orga nised ones . The rea son s for thi s
seem to be th at th e amo un t of work and effort put int o
o rga nizing and running th e even ts does not a ppea r 10

bring the return ei the r in enjoyme nt o r fina nci al rew ard
that would normall y be ex pected . T hen ther e is the qu es­
tion of support for events run by branches a nd in thi s
regard new br an ch es a nd es ta blished branches would do
well to remember that there are o nly a certain num ber
of events held in each year to which an yone mem ber ca n
be expected to tr av el with his car because of the tim e
factor and the expe nse invo lved.

New branches part icul arl y should not be ove r a m bitio us
in trying to or ganize large events with a view to a tt rac ting
members fro m o the r bra nc hes, particul arl y if these new
events are put o n a t co mpa ra tively sh ort not ice a nd in
close p ro ximity to esta blished eve nts. If bran ch es want to
o bta in the ma ximum suppo rt fo r a large event in their
territory the y sho uld plan it well a hea d , a t a d istan ce of
not less than six months, and give the National Executive
fu ll warning so that it ca n be included in the cal endar of
even ts which is dr awn up in Au gust of each year.

The National Rally to Picton last year was a gr eat
success but had it been repeated in Novem ber of last year
it would not hav e been a success because such events
sho uld be held a t not less th an yearly interval s and at a
fresh venue each year. T he Nati on al Rall y to Timaru in
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Easter of th is yea r sho uld be a success and mer its
the support of every me mber. It is to be hoped
that for 1960 one of our North Island Branches
will find a suitable ven ue and occasi on to hold
a National Rall y and thi s too should prove a
success pr ovided tha t sufficient wa rni ng is given
to mem bers.

As far as bra nc h eve nts are co nce rn ed it
appea rs of ten times that the bru nt of suppo rting
a ll South Island eve nts fa lls on the Ca nterbury
Bran ch becau se of its geograp hica l situa tion in
the m iddle o f the Island and beca use of its la rge
membershi p. At the prese nt time it appea rs that
the Ca nterbury Branch mem bers have been full y
ex tended in bein g asked to su pport events and

other branches sho uld not expec t too mu ch of
them. Each mernber of th is Cl ub is an indiv idual,
his ca r is his ow n property and if a member
chooses no t to suppo r t a parti cul ar eve nt then
it is his own part icul ar and person al business .

T here is, however. one corollary to the pro ­
posit ion that there sho uld not be too many major
events and tha t is that branch fun ds may be
depleted more rapidl y if there is no incom e from
the holding of maj or eve nts. Me m bers however ,
must face thi s problem whe n and as it ar ises
fully awa re, however , tha t it ma y fall on eac h of
them to supplement the branch funds by some
other mea ns.

Northern Natter by Sun Bent

Auckland Veteran & Vintage Car Club (In c.)

President: R. Cope Hon. Secreta ry: N. C. Adams

Auckland Editor : N. C. Adams, 66 Wairoa Road , Devonport, Auckland

It was a very nice thou ght o n Cl ub Ca pta in
John Ir vine's par t to hold a pic nic run to Waiwera
Beach on the Sunday morn ing after the Annua l
Pr ize Gi ving D an ce E vening. T he re is no th ing
like the spa rk ling Wai temat a (wa ters) and refres h­
ing sea breezes fo r cooling tir ed fee t and sleepy
heads.

Un fortunately witb tbe Christmas H oliday per­
iod intervening th ere have bee n no eve nts but the
scene is all set fo r the An nua l Ro torua Rall y on
28th F ebrua ry , 1959. As usual fo r thi s event , a
very full entry list has bee n received. T her e
are a num ber of new ca rs fo r me m bers insp ec­
tion an d, given a bett er break with the wea ther
th is yea r, all records will be bro ke n.

Fo r the first time both the H am ilton and
Wa nga nui Cl ubs have bee n invited to co mpete
on equa l term s fo r our sp lend id bun ch of trophies.
It is sincerely hoped tha t our visitors will make
off with a fai r sha re of "swag." T here is nothing
like a spo t of co mpe titio n to keep our lads on
their mettle and may the best men and cars win.

Club mem ber ship con tinues to gro w and whilst
regrettfully few new member s brin g with them
delectable machiner y we neve rt heless a re still
graced with some no tab le finds . Wh at pr ice a
Barley, fo r ins tance , wh ich will be seen at R ot o­
rua th is yea r.

'Ne hear that parts have now been received for
M r Secco m be Senior's 4t Litre Bentl ey and he
promises that soon th is will be on the roads
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aga in, resplen dent and in fu ll glory.
Earl Gill's 1923 23 /60 Vauxha ll has just com­

pleted a very full tour of the Sou th Island .
Altho ug h this car has bee n in the Club fo r a
long while, Earl is the firs t pe rson to reall y ca re
for it and very nice it loo ks, too, since it has
been in his han ds.

Messrs Ron Jacobs and John Ir vine took the
former 's 1923 4-cy l. A nsa ldo dow n to Wanganui
for the " Bur ma," very successfully lift ing a third
place in the process . Co ng ra tula tions. Ti m
Seccornbe's 3 Litre Bentl ey unhappi ly succum bed
with a broken clw and p. a t H am ilton and there­
fo re faile d to reach Wa nganui. Hard luck, Ti rn.

A very thorou gh overha ul of a 1928 Arrol
Jo hnso n near s co mpletion by R . Oldfie ld, G .
Mocks early Durant represents most meritor ious
effo rts also, whilst we may eve n yet see at Rot o­
ru a Bern ar d McGi nn's lovely 6i Litre Bent ley in
po lished chassis fo rm-and what a chassis! Jirn
C happ les Roll s appears bigger and better than
ever having bee n give n a thorough top overhaul.

Our Secre tary co ntin ues to neglect a lmost all
else in favo ur of restora tion jobs, his th ird co n­
tr ibut ion to the Club being an im mac ulate 1929
Au st in 7 Chummy . Resto rat ion of the fo ur th , the
ex- Pe ter de Roo Bentley, is now under way , but
like the Aust in 7 involves stri pping to the last
nut and bolt , which appl ies a lso to his house, for
it, too, will have to be taken apa rt to ge t the
finished a rticle ou t!



Numerous other members have made lengthy
holiday trips in their old machinery, once again
pr ovin g th e worth and ab ility of the Vintage car.

Fin all y, we would like to mention that G arth
Hugh es is on ce aga in spo rtingly taking the 1896
Benz ove r the hill s from Tirau to Rot orua and
our local Soo thsayer and Rain Mak er , D . Ca m­
ero n, will be donning his underwat er gear for
ano ther little dash from Auckland to Rot orua and
back in the old 1905 Siza ire Naudin-in which
he tra vels , on one lung true to Veteran tradition,
at a smar t 40 or so sans screen , sa ns hood , 111

fact, sa ns pract ically everything bar good spiri ts.
Aft er the Rot orua Rally, the Co mmittee ha ve

plan s for organising, in conjuncti on with the
Auckland Motor Scooter Club, a gr and picnic
outing for th e Crippled Child ren's H omes a t
Takapuna .

It has now been dec ided to welcome any mem­
bers who may care to restor e o ld motor-cycles
and it is hoped eventuall y that we sha ll have quite
a sho wing of such ma ch ine s a t eve nts . Motor
cycles can quite easily be restored in the back
bed ro om or even in a corner of th e lounge, so
her e is an opportu nity for tho se m embers who
hav e no gar age!

A Ca lco tt of circa 1914 vin tage has been found
and is to be restored by our Presid ent, Ray Cope.

Road Test No. 17 1913 STAR

by A. A. Anderson,

In the issu e of the Motor for July 23rd , 1907, a
large d ispl ay advertisement anno unce d to the
world that th e Royal Automobile Clu b had placed
an orde r fo r yet another three-seater ca r for the
work of instruct ing driving pupils and for con­
ducting exa mina tions. The displ ay took th e form
o f print ing in full the letter from their London
agent s to th e makers of the ca r, proclaiming the
glad tidings to them and ending th at they "have
no doubt wh ate ver that this ca r will se rve the
R.A.C. a t least as well as th e 9 h.p . car which we
supplied in 1902. which car is still in use, and as
well as th e 14 h.p, which I supplied to them in
February , 1906." Obviously, the makers were
producer s of a machine of no ord inary rugged­
ness fo r a 1902 mod el to su rv ive five year s of such
treatment as mu st have been meted out to it in
the days when , even amongs t the ex per ts, silen t
ch an ges were rega rded as a bit "s issy ."

The pr oud recipients of the tid ings were the Star
En gin eering Com pany, of Wolverhampton, which
had its mod est beginn ings as the Sta r Cycle Co.,
like so many of the pioneers of the mot or- car. A
family bu sin ess from its inception , it was run by
two brothers Lisle at the time, around 1897 or
J898, wh en th ey obtained th e manufacturing
right s for Ben z design s wh ich were marketed as
the Star-Ben z. It is ob vious th at th e Lisles were
goo d engi nee rs and proud of th e fact since th ese
earl y machines appa ren tly have their br and- a
six-poi nted sta r-sta mped or cast on alm ost eve ry
part to sho w that the cars were, in fact , mad e by
them and not merely imported and asse m bled .
The fact that th ey woke up early on to th e fact
that th e Ben z design was not likely to co ntinue
selling inde finite ly (lo ng before Ca rl Ben z himsel f
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real ised this l) and evolved relatively co nventiona l
design s o f their own for sma ll ch ain -dri ven cars,
a lso speaks well of their en gin eer ing ac ume n '

These prospered and grew up via th e machines
of the Roy al Automobile Clu b cho ice in 1907 to
the point wher e two cars were en tered fo r that
epic struggle- the 1914 TT. in the Isle o f Man ,
one of th e two team cars bein g driven by Dick
Lisle him sel f and the other by R . F . L. Crossma n.
These TT. ca rs were str ipped vers ions of their
standa rd spo rting chassis, the ir special 4-cylinder
engines me asured 90 m.m . x 129.5 m.m ., giving a
capacity of 3,308 c.c ., with whi ch the y co uld do
96 m.p.h. a t a mere 3,000 r.p. m . Thou gh neith er
car finished , th ey proved fa st and reliabl e th ough
no mat ch fo r the Sun bea ms, Minervas or Straker­
Squires which dominated proceedings. H owever ,
the fact th at th ese were virtuall y sta nda rd chassis
ha s a lways intrigued the wr iter , who has a lwa ys
pr esumed that they were derived lar gely fr om the
15 h.p. sporting cha ssis whi ch Sta rs themselves
a lwa ys claim ed to be the "Faste st 15 h .p. Ca r
Made." He had heard of none in ex istence and
certainly had. up until the "Bright on 1959," n ever
exp ected to see one in the flesh .

Nevertheless, amo ngst the line-up a t Ot ago
Motors th ere was to be seen just such a machine­
the magnificent three-seater car No. 4404, meti cu­
lously restored by the brothers Atk inson , of Brigh­
ton . It had co me to them as a pile of ru sty bit s,
a legacy fro m a disillusioned syndicate wh o had
discovered th e car in Ce ntra l Otago and br ought
it home only to give up in despair at the amo unt
of work re quiring to be done . (See ph ot og raph).

It is to th e At kin son's lasting credit th at , pre­
sented with such an ob viously fa r go ne machine,
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WHEN GRANDFATHER DR OVE HI S CA R

FIRESTONE T YR ES W ER E " HAND MADE"

The 'h orseIess carriage' opened up a new industry away back in the early 1900's.

The new industry was tyre making!

Mu scle and pati ence were called for to stretch a tread aro und the fab ric bod y of

a tyre. Each tyre was vulcanised twice- before and after the treads were cemented

to the fabric bodies.

Yet even in those days. FIRESTONE lead for qual ity. In 1903 FIR ESTONE'S

Staff of 27, worki ng in an old foundry bu ilding. mad e rubber tyres for buggies. In

1906 FIRESTON E was turning out the "n ew straight-side tyre" to meet the popular

demand for motor ca r tyres.

F rom a humble beginning to a world wide orga nisation- that's the FIR EST ONE

story. But despite modern technology. FIR ESTONE has never lost sight of its old

ideal-"FIRESTONE TYR ES mus t be built to hold the confid ence and trust of

the buying publi c" .
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they have stro ngly res isted a ll temp ta tions to
outdo the or iginal makers and their ad herence to
origi nal specification c1inchcd thc very close ~i n

in the Brigh ton Co ncou rs dc lcga nce . R unn ing
into such typical difficu lties as being unable to
ob tai n imported "armo ured cab le" for the light­
ing circuit. in place of revertin g to garish plas tics
in despa ir. they proceeded to ma nufacture thei r
own cable by flatte ning a lumi nium wire and ca re­
fully wind ing th is round plas tic-covered cable­
the ultimat e effe ct is mor e th an wo rth the ma n
hou rs th at mu st have bee n expe nded on the job.
T he sta nda rd of finish is excellent and the colo urs
and fitt ings most restra ined which. when combined
with th e very rak ish spo rt ing lines of th e bod y by
Stuar t o f Wolverhampton, co mbi ne to mak e this
one o f the most desir abl e Edwa rd ian cars one
could wish to po ssess.

On a really close inspecti on , it is a t once appar­
en t that thi s is a ma chine in whi ch goo d, so lid ,
relati vely co nventiona l engineer ing is to be fo und
th rou gh out , witho ut man y " fancy" trappings, as
woul d be fou nd perh ap s on Continenta l machines
of its age a nd type . The en gin e is a co nventiona l
4-cylinder side va lve L-head design , with ind i­
vidua l ca ps for access to th e valves an d non­
detachabl e head: the cy linde rs are a rra nged in two
bloc ks of two cyli nde rs eac h in cast iro n, bo lted to
a cast a luminium cra nkcase supp orti ng the cran k­
sha ft in th ree main bearings. Ben eath this agai n.
the a lumi nium sumo holds I-} gallo ns o f o il. which
is fed to all main-bea rings and thence. via the
drilled cranksha ft, to the big-end bearin gs un der
a pressur e of a pproximately 10 p.s.i . from an
ex te rnal PUIllP d rive n o lf th e rear end of the
cra nksha ft. Bor e and stro ke. as measured by th e
ow ners, are 80 rn.m. x 150 rn.rn.

Cooling of the engine is effecte d by wat er pump,
the circuit being somewh at co mpl ica ted by the
fact th at the pump is driven from the rear o f th e
ca ms ha ft, necessitating a long suc tion line o f pol­
ished co pper tube from the base of the radi ator
to th e pump. A fan o f a ircra ft pro peller prop or-

Phot o by Atk inson Bros.
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tion s, cas t In a luminium and with four blades, is
driven by a flat leather belt, sucking a veritable
hurrican e through the impressive Vee radiator.
T his latter is reminiscent of the Prince Henry
Vauxh all and, indeed , the wh ole car has that same
ind efinable elan of th at marque (the dimension s
of the rear brake drums heighten the simi la rity,
thou gh th ose on the Star have some slight effect.
whil st my readers will all be a ware o f wh at hap­
pens if yo u tr y to sto p Vau xh all s!)

Spa rks a re pr ovided by a Bosch ZU4 magneto
and the mixture by a most co mplex and ungainly
look ing Schebler ca rb urettor which. whi lst being
fa r from nea t, seems to be o rigina l a nd has no
known vices . Petrol is fed to th is by a Stewart
vacu um tan k of the very earl y Edwardian kind ,
with very sma ll reservoir ; the IS-gallon oval sec­
tion tank is hun g low betw een the re ar dumbiron s
an d sports one of those vas t diameter cas tella ted
cap s usuall y associa ted with 24/60 and 16/40 Sun­
beam s.

T he engine is ca rri ed in a subfra me to allo w
easy lining up with the gearbox , but the full
benefit o f the subfra me sys tem---eo mplete relief
of th e engine fro m stresses induced by chassis
flcxure-has been lost because the subfra me mem­
ber s a re ca rr ied right forward independently and
each member is rivetted to the front chassis cross­
member in place of the custom ary three-point
mounting of the frame. Pow er fr om the engine
is taken by a simple leather-lined co ne clutch and
sho rt jack sha ft with pot-type U /Js to a ma ssive
fo ur-speed gea rbox. T he clutch is co mpletely
enclosed wi thi n the flywheel and a pol ished 'dished
cover plate and a clutch stop is incorporated by
the simple mean s of a frictio n lined pad rubbing
o n the cas ing of the jack shaft U/J as the clutch
pedal is depressed . Fr om the gearbox the drive
is via an open propeller sha ft to a co nventio na l
split casi ng rear ax le. T he rat io of th is latt er is
4: I. which seems low for a car of thi s type­
could there have been a specia l "Colo nia l" rat io
as with ma ny o ther makers? The bevels them-



selves are stra ight cut and the differential gearing
is of the spur type. Wheelbase and track are
10ft. 4in . and 5ft. 2in .

A mo st int ere sting feature of the car is the
fact th at it has three-quarter elliptic springing at
the rear a nd still reli es up on these to take the
entire torque of the dri ve without any assistance
from torque rod s, etc . The springs, which have
a sha ckle a t the joint between half and quarter
elliptic sections, a re a full 2tin . wide and have
nine leav es, giving suffic ien t rig idity for the loads
imposed on them . T he fron t end also has its
peculiarities in the fo rm of exceptionally long
stub axles so that an imaginary line through the
king-pin centre would sca rce ly touch the inside
edge of the tyr e, let a lone the centre line of the
tread . The king-pin s themselves a re very short
and stubby and have a bull journal bearing a t the
upper end and a ball thrust race under the axle
eye. The axle is a lmost stra igh t forged in H­
section with its lowest portion in the cen tre and
rising slightly and evenly to its extremities, giving
a very raki sh frontal appearance . Steering is by
worm and whee l, giving the ver y high ratio of
onl y three-quarter s o f a turn fr om lock to lock.
Goodrich wire wh eels, with fine splines and fitted
with 815 x 105 B.E. tyr es almost complete the
picture of the chass is which is finished off by a
very handsome pair of Duco elect ric headlights
fed by a Broil 6-volt system, th e generator for
which is driven off the jack shaft by Whittle belt.
The owners hav e not yet been a ble to locate the
side lights, th ough the sea rch st ill co ntinues .

11 was some days after the Brighton when
your scribe and G ordon Sha rpe set out to sa mple
thi s delectable machin e; the day was a scorcher
so the hood was kept erec ted-a voluminous cape­
cart pattern in gr ey mat eri al , held down by straps
to the bottom o f th e windscreen frame. One
enters by the only door (o n pa ssenger 's side)
and is a t on ce struck by th e extreme comfort
of th e dri ving positi on no less than by the quality
of the int eri or restor ati on . Real hide wine col ­
oured upholst ery co rrec tly buttoned and not over­
done as so me job s we hav e seen. A nice detail is
the tooled leather six-po in ted sta r monogram on
the door lin ing .

The steering column has a much more marked
rake than usual fo r the period and has a very
Vintage feel in spite of the thick rim . In its centre
are two levers with br ass qu adrants, one being for
the spark control and th e o ther operating a slide
giving a va ria ble amo unt of exh au st heating to
the inc oming a ir in the carburetter. In place of
the usu al hand throttle co ntro l, there is a nickel
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plated kno b on the scutt le, which ca n be pu shed in
to give a sligh t throttle movement to assis t sta rt­
ing. Ther e is no dash board and on th e lo w se t
pol ished scutt le th ere are the aforem ention ed
kn ob, a la rge Jon es speedometer (not opera ting),
driven fr om th e cardan sha ft, and a ver y fine
clock , which was opera ting. Oil pressure is ind i­
cat ed by a littl e plunger indi cator and a vast pol­
ished wood en box o f Broil electrical gadgetry
completes the instrumentation .

On th e d rive r 's righ t arc the very generously
proportion ed hand brak e lever (working in the
rea r drums) and th e gear lever in a raised gat e in
which reverse is o bta ined by lifting a catch and
pu shing the lever th rou gh first gear and somewhat
beyond, just like the Panhard-Levassor.

Sta rt ing was acco mplished at the first pull a ft er
a few "s uc king strokes ," but it was o bvious th a t
the mixture was somewha t rich and the en gine
idled un evenl y and was a slight smoker until
warmed up . The clutch was a bit fierce , but th is
was more th an mad e up for by the gear change,
which is qui ck and the rati os just right, espe ciall y
third gea r. I was disappointed in performan ce ,
which is mainly du e to the low-geared rear ax le
and in part to the fac t that the owners had no
opportun ity to tun e the carburetter yet nor experi­
ment for the best m ag . sett ings . Steering is heavy
du e to the high rati o and the king-pin overhang­
the lock is rem arkably poor for a machine with­
out fr ont brak es, giving a turning circle as large
as 40ft , but we could only give her a ver y shor t
run since such newly finished machi nery cannot
be really given its head. T his is not really a road
test, therefor e, but rather a genera l description of
wha t is a good example of a mo st sa tisfy ing type
of car.

The bod y co lour, " Vin tag e yellow," was
specia lly blended by Berger s for the job, usin g
sa mples from the or igina l coat where this had
been reason abl y preserved under the du st under
the va lances.

I fee l that when th is car ha s finally been run
in and tun ed, it will be a very ple asant touring
ca r with a reason able performance th at should
give many miles of mo st satisfying motoring to
its restorers and be well worth the tremendous
effort they have put into it.

AUTHOR'S NOTE.-A very interesting letter
written to the owner by Mr J. R. Gra y, of Middle
P ark, Beckley, Oxford , England, who owns one o f
the rare Vint age 1928 18/50 h.p. Stars, has pro­
vided li S with a lot of interesting facts ab out the
Star Co. histor y, o f whi ch use has been made in
thi s a rticle.



The 8 h.p, Single Cylinder Rover Car R. Fulton.

In the co lumns of T he Autoca r of 1898
appea red the follow ing par agraph : "Enquiries
a re bein g mad e regardin g a mot or- car suitable
for the wo rk of a doctor. Manufacturers a re
asked to forwar d parti cul ars to D r. Robert V.
Fulton, of Du nedin, Ne w Zea land: '

I was a boy of 7 a t the time, and naturall y
read this with great int erest , but nothing came
of it, fo r no ca ta logues a rrived! My fa ther then
purch ased in 1900 a 2:\- h.p. Cleme nt-Ga rra rd
mot or- cycle with twisted lea ther -belt dri ve (one
gear only), and pedals which were meant to be
used on hills. T he instruction book sta ted :
" Light strokes on the pedals a re required on a ny
hill more than a slight rise."

Af ter three years, my father bou ght a three­
wheeler , an English Garra rd suspe nded tri car
(two whee ls in fro nt and one a t the back), with
5 h.p. sing le-cy linder , wat er-cooled engine and
th ree-speed gea r box (but no rever se), and with
shaft and und erslun g wo rm for the final drive.
It was a sa tisfac to ry mach ine , good on the flat ,
and it would do 35 m.p.h. After two years of
thi s, my fa ther imported thr ough Cooke How­
lison and Co . in 1905, an 8 h.p. single-cylinder
Rover car , 1904 pattern, a two -seater with hood,
but no wind scr een , as these had not been fitted
to ca rs a t that tim e.

The engine had one large cylinder , 4i- inches
bor e by 5 l-8 inches stroke (114 m.m. x 130
rn.rn.), 1323 c.c. ca paci ty, which developed 8 h.p.
a t normal speed of 900 revs . per minute. As the
co mpress io n took quite a go od deal of pulling
over to sta rt the engine, the designer, E. W.
Lewis, of Coventry, had fo r tuna tely provided a
hal f-compression de vice which , whe n in opera­
tion , a llo wed the sta rting handle (the ped al
cra nk o f a pu sh- cycle) to be "wound" by hand
fa irly eas ily. No t so easily though, when the
engine was co ld! T his hal f-compression de vice
was put int o ope ra tion by a sma ll pedal just to
the left of the clutch, which when pressed half­
way down and kept in th is position by a sliding
bolt, a llowed half of the ga s on the compression
stroke to esca pe via the exh au st val ve, and so
the sta rting-ha nd le co uld be wound without too
mu ch difficulty. As soon as the engine sta rted,
release of the slid ing bolt all owed the pedal to
spr ing back, and a t once the engine increased
in speed, being now on full co mpression. In
add ition, th is peda l had ano ther function . Wh en
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pres sed right forward, the en gin e "c ut out"
immediately, and a compression brak e effect was
produced in a mo st ing eni ou s way . The cam s
slid in a backward direct ion on a long key in
the camshaft, and new ca ms cam e int o ac tion .
The inlet val ve ceas ed to ope n, and the exha ust
valve lifted on each downst roke of the piston
and clo sed on ever y up str ok e, in thi s way pr o­
ducing a double co mpress ion brak e effect. Of
co urse the braking effec t depend ed entire ly on
the engine being " in gear. " T his was a good
brake if the engin e was in the middle gea r, but
in the low est gea r it was ver y power ful ind eed
and would hold the ca r sufficiently on quite
steep down-grad es.

T he piston , 41' inches in di am eter , was of cas t
iron with two rin gs a bo ve the gud geon pin . T he
main bearings of the engine wer e large diameter
ball-races, and the big end of the co nnec ting­
rod was o f whit e metal. Insid e the cra nkcase
wer e two larg e flywh eels, eac h of 60lbs weight,
which fitted and were fixed by a bolt to the outer
chee ks of the cra nksha ft . The lubrication of
the engine was extremely simp le, in fact no
simpler sys tem co uld possibl y be devised . A
copper cup with sc rewed cap hold ing about
three-quarters of a pint o f oil was fitted to the
cr ankcase, and thi s had to be filled up every
50 miles. T he oil ra n stra ight into the crankcase
and was th rown up by the interior flywheels,
lubricating a ll the bearings, also the piston ,
cylinde r wall s, the timing gear, and the clutch.
Provided that fresh oil was added every 50
miles, noth ing co uld possibly go wrong.

It is sad to re la te that on the firs t long ruo
of 100 miles m y father omitted to add oi l after
50 miles! Result : the big end ran its white
met al, the so rt of th ing that only happen s once !

The adjusta ble tappets each rested upon a
large hardened steel ball nearl y one inch in di a­
meter, wh ich transmitted th e upw ard thrust of
the cams . The reason for thi s con struction
ins tead of a roller was that, when required, th e
ca ms ha ft was slid endways to provide the half­
co mpress ion device, a nd also the double-com­
pression brak e pr eviou sly referred to .

Ori ginally a co ntac t-brea ker was fitted at the
rear of the ca ms haft, and wired to a " trem bler"
coil and four-volt accumula to r housed in a
box on the running board. At a later date, a
Bosch magn eto from a mot or-cycle was fitted ,
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and thi s was dr iven off the re ar of the ca m­
shaft by a pai r of ope n co gs (the 2 to I timing
gea r fr om a Clement - G arrard mot or - cycle
engine) so that the magn eto turned at double
camsha ft speed, i.e ., engine speed . T his was
advised by the late Bill D ewar (o f D ewa r and
McKen zie, of Oam aru) to a id easi er sta rting,
as the magneto arma ture rot ated a t dou ble the
usual speed . There was thus a spa rk a t the
sparking plu g a t each top dead-centre, but one
of these (at the end of the ex ha ust stro ke) pr o­
du ced no effect, but it did no harm!

De carb oni sing and valve grinding were neces­
sa ry abo ut every 5000 miles. On one occasion
a fter an engine overhaul , the car was fo und to
be extremely slow in climbing hill s, th e engine
pull ing stro ngly at 400 r.p .rn. only. By so me
mis chance the valve timing had been incorrectly
set by the garage mech ani c, and th is had to be
co rrec ted by pulling th e engine down and re­
sett ing th e timing.

Carburetter: The ca rbure tte r fitted to the car
when new wa s a Rove r ca rburet ter, a heavy
br on ze appa ratus, with a vertical slid ing and
rather weighty pist on ca rry ing a Yenturi tube
whi ch narrowed th e space round the single ver­
tical jet. When the throttle lever was opened
and the engine suc tion increased , thi s piston
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rose a little, lift ing the Ventu ri tu be upward s
and a llowi ng more space for a ir to pass a round
the jet. It was fully auto ma tic and wh en new
func tio ned well, besides bein g quite eco no mica l
with petrol. Late r , when it beca me worn , it
was repl aced by a C1audel-Hobson carbur etter ,
whi ch was eminentl y sa tisfac to ry .

The co ntro ls for throttle and ignition-adva nce
were by two rotata ble " co tton-r eels" fitted to
th e steering w heel in the 4 o'clock and 8 o 'clock
pos itions. These were neatl y fitted with a rat ch et
device to hold them in th e or igina l po siti on s,
and they actuat ed Bowden-wire ca bles connect ed
l a ca rburetter - th rottle and co ntact - br eaker
respecti vely. So me yea rs later, the se co tto n reels
were replaced by sma ll levers clamped to the
sides o f the ste ering co lumn whi ch ac tua ted rod s
and proved mu ch more dura ble th an the Bowden
wires which were co ntinually wear ing and break­
ing .

Clutch: The clutch was a single - pla te type.
with a rather thi ck stee l plate, with th ree pivoted
lever s, and a ve ry stro ng cent ral spring on th e
clutch sha ft. Oil fro m the engi ne passing back
th rough the rear ball rac e main bea ring evid ently
provided suffi cient lu bri cation of th e clutch plat e
and its ac tua ting mec ha nism. The clutch was
very smoo th in engagement, but th e clutch ped al
required fairl y stro ng pressure to re leas e it.
There was never any "judder" a t any tim e, so
co mmon a fault in the clutch of th e modern car.

Gearbox: T he gea r change was by a short
lever pr oje ctin g forward below the steering
wheel, and gav e three speeds fo rwa rd and a
reverse. Wh en stee ring co lumn cha nge was
int roduced in 1940 as a real inno va tion. few
people real ised th at it had been fitte d to the 8
h.p. Rover car 36 years before !I

T he gea rbox was of rather massive propor ­
tion s, the speeds on the differ ent gea rs being 8,
16 and 24 mil es pe r hour at normal engine speed
of 900 r.p .rn. The gear wh eels were str ong, well­
made, and cas e-ha rde ned, an d gave excellent ser­
vice. They co uld be inspe cted by removing a
lar ge plate on the side of the gearbox whi ch
a llow ed an un int errupted view. This plat e was
held in pl ace by 10 nuts and bolt s. The gear­
wheels were branded M and B, Melisset et Blin ,
a good French co mponent-maker of that period.
No new gear s were ever fitted a t any time, as
they pr oved ex tre mely durabl e. The only trouble
that ever occ urred was a broken gea r-shaft. T his
took place immediatel y af te r th e gearbox had
been stripped down to ena ble th e gear wheels
to be sh own a t an exhib ition in Dunedin . On



refitting the gea rbox , th is frac ture occurred
stra ight afte rwards, due I am certa in to imp roper
assem bling, as it had never given the slightest
trouble befo re.

Universal Joint: Th e universal joint was of the
pot type . The propellor-shaft was enclosed , so
that no radius rod s were necessary for the back
axle.

Back Axle and Brakes: The back axle cas ing
was solidly made of a luminium. The gears were
o f st raight bevel type (o f M. and B. French
manufacture) and gav e a ratio of about 4 to I.
The differential was, I belie ve, of the bevel
variety. It never needed looking at. The brake s
(on the rear wheel s only) were of the external
co ntracting hand-type, with asb estos-wire linings.
T hey were o per a ted by wire collar attached to
the brak e pedal. T o hold the car on a hill , a
simple ratchet de vice a t the side o f the pedal
kept it in position. T her e was no hand brake .
(Later mod els had a hand brake and internal
exp anding rear brake s) .

Wheels: The road wheels were 30 inches in
diamete r, the tyres being 750 x 85, with beaded
edge s, or more often 760 x 90 size. The air
pressure advi sed at thi s time was 751bs per sq .
inch , which seems ter rific compared with mod ern
sta ndards. Punctures fro m horseshoe nail s and
bolts and flints, and cuts from sharp road met al
were frequent and the life of the tyr es was sho r t,
5000 to 6000 miles being usual. A Stepney wheel
which could be attach ed to th e side of the rim
by clamps was a handy device to save changing
a punctu red tube on the road.

Front Axle and Steering: The front axle was
of stout stee l tubing, with a radius-rod on each
side att ached at the rear end to the side of the
clutch-casing. The fr ont spr ing was transverse, as
on the Ford Model T a nd on all the V8's up to
and including the 1948 model. The stub axles wer e
pinned in position by a set-pin, and in con­
sequence were not as strong as they should have
been, for, on two occ asions, the y broke at the site
of the drill-hole. Fortunately on each occasion the
ca r was just turning in Pitt Street at a very slow
speed , and no harm result ed when the front wheel
fell otT. How ever on the previous day the car had
been travelling at 30-35 miles per hour, its best
speed, and it was fortun at e that the breakage had
not occurr ed then I The steering was by a thick
Bowden-wire cable which encircled a small reel
at the bottom of the steer ing column ; the ends o f
thi s wire ca ble were attached to the steering arms
of the stub-ax les . Actu ally ther e were two of
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the se cables, one mod eratel y taut and the o the r
one slack, the idea being that if the former ca ble
broke, the other one would continue safely with
the steering. These cabl es were always wearing
out (aver age life, 2-3 months), and they needed to
be inspected once or twice weekly. (Later model s
wer e fitted with worm and segment steering).

Frame: There was no frame as customa rily
fo und on car s of thi s era. The engine was bolted
to the clutch cas e, and thi s in turn was bolted to
the gearbox, this bein g what was called unit­
co nstruction. A strong and hea vy casting, which
was bolted to the front of the cr ankcase, pr o­
jected upward s a nd forwards, and to the top o f
thi s was fitted a transverse ba r which in the centre
supported the ra dia to r. The sides of this bar ex­
tended outward s a littl e, and upon them rested the
fro nt end s of the wood en ash framework of the
body. From the back of the gearbox projected
outwa rds and upwards two girders, one on each
side, and these suppor ted the rear ends of the ash
fra mework of the bod y. A large co pper radiator
with vertical finned tubes was in the usual posit ion
in front, and behind it a 4-bladed fan driven by a
flat belt fr om a pulley on the front end of the
cr ankshaft. If eve r thi s fan belt br ok e, or even
became slack , the water boiled furi ou sly. In order
to ass ist the water cir cul ation a wat er pump of
the screw prop eller type was driven off the front
end of the camshaft. The bonnet was rather small ,
and tapered slightly towards the front end . It was
hinged at the rear to the dashboard , where the
four gallon petrol tank was situa ted. There were
no louvres in the sides of the bonnet, but it had a
hole in the fro nt through which the radi ator filler
proje cted.

Silencer: Ther e were two silencers, on e in the
usual position and a second one across the back
of the car just below the site of the present-day
petrol tanks. On the exha ust pipe just before its
entry into the first silencer had been fitted a cut­
out, which when opened allowed a free escape of
the exhaust gas, and a probable slight gain in
power. This cut-out was used only in the country­
side, where it was hoped that the noisy exh au st
would not be co nsidered objectionable.

Lamps: A single large acetylene headlight wa s
fitted , and 2 ker osine side lamps and ke rosine
tail light. Later, electric headlights wer e used con­
nected to a 6-vo lt battery.

Weight: The car weighed 13t cwt.
There is in the possession of my brother the

Rov er Company's original brass plate giving the
car number as 75. There is also a space on this
name-plate for the engine number, but this is Ul1-



fortunat el y b la nk. The re gis te red number o f th e
ca r was 024 (O tago number 24). The number was
a n " 0" number because th e ca r was reg istered in
the Ta ieri Co un ty D ist r ict , wherea s cars registe red
in Duned in bore a " 0 " number.

Reboring: When th e cy linde r was re bo red on
a lathe a ft er so me years, measurem ents showed
th at th e bore was now 114. 5 mm s. (evi den tly a
c u t o f 50 th ousandths was taken), and truing of
the cran ksh a ft , don e a t th e sa m e tim e by turning
on a lathe, ca use d a n in crea se in th e stro ke of
132.5 rnm s., as the wea r is ma inly o n the inner
side of th e cra nkp in. As a resu lt, th e engi ne cu bic­
capacit y was en la rged to 1365 cc ., and in add ition
the co mp ression was a lso found to be increased ,
but to w ha t ex ten t is unkn own. It was ce r ta in ly
noticed th at the ca r performed ve ry we ll a f te r
thi s "fu ll overha u l".

Note on a Petrol Consumption Trial: I n 1910,
thi s 8 h .p. R o ver won th e first petrol co ns um ptio n
tri al co nd uc ted by th e O tago Motor C lub (fo re­
runner of th e Automobile Associati on ) over a
level co urse in Duned in , fro m M an o r Pl ace, to
St C la ir , th en St Kild a , and back to M anor Place
a nd rou nd aga in . In ordina ry use , d oing th e work
of a busy d oct or, with fr equent sta r ti ng and sto p­
ping, th e car avera ge d 25 m iles per gallo n . The
firs t drive round the course gave 32 m .p .g. The
next tim e, keep ing to th e m ost economical spe ed,
which was fo und to be 13 m iles pe r hour, the
m.p .g. figu re rose to 3(i. Then , dri ving mo re ca re­
full y a nd never using th e br ake, furth er te st s
showed 44 m .p .g. When be nzol, a fue l o bta ine d
from th e local Gas W or ks, was tri ed , th e figure
ro se to 48 m .p .g. M o re p ractice a nd stea d ier
dri ving. a nd never cl osin g the throttle sudden ly,
wh ich acts as a br a ke , brou ght th e figure to 52
m .p .g. O n the da y o f th e tr ial , a figure of 56 m .p .g .
was o bta ined, a nd thi s won first prize . Th is shows
the extrao rdin ary importance of careful "sm oo th"
driving up on p etrol co ns um p tio n, a nd a lso the
va lue of p len ty o f d r iv ing practice before th ese
Trial s. I had hoped to reach 60 miles to the
ga llo n, a nd with a littl e more time avai lable fo r
practi ce. I a m sure thi s co u ld have been d on e.

Summing up: The 8 h. p. R o ver ca r was a g ra nd
little ca r of its era . When new it was ex t re me ly
quiet in run ni ng , a nd on ly lat er did it d evelo p th at
"chuff-c h uff " wh ic h was so well kno wn in
Duncdins stree ts a nd hills ove r many yea rs (19 05­
1923).

After a Bosch m agneto repl aced th e co il a nd
battery igniti on , the car was ex tre mely re lia ble,
a nd gave very littl e tr ou ble in a life-tim e of p rob-
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Rust Removed
In a Flash

You can sa ve many a weary hou r toi ling
wit h eme ry pape r on th ose Vete ran Car
Parts.

We ca n res tore a ny o ld metal to it s
former bea uty, and if you wish, we will
treat it wit h cold gal vanized pa int to pro­
tect it fr om future dete rioration .

BROWN SANDBLASTING
CO. LTD.

64 Fit%gerald Avenue
(Corne r of St. Asa ph Street)

PHONE 77-048

ably 200 ,000 mil es, a nd in h ill y Dunedin averaged
25 miles per ga llo n of petrol. C lu tc h , gea rs a nd
back axle wer e impeccable, a nd never gave the
least trouble . T he steer ing by wi re cables wo re
o u t a fte r two o r three m onths' use, a nd so re­
q u ire d wa tc hi ng an d repl acem ent in time. The
thrott le and spa rk Bowde n-wires ne ed ed a lot of
a tte n tio n until levers and rods we re subs titu ted,
a nd then th ere was no furt he r trouble . Decarbon­
izin g was required every 5000 miles. but was
simple enough to do . Per so nall y [ cannot see wh y
we did not d o it ourselv es-it cou ld ha ve be en
done in two hours, I feel ce rta in . Tyres in th ose
da ys we re th e biggest bu g bea r. Owing to th e hi gh
a ir p ressure advised , 751b per sq ua re inch , plus
ba d roads w it h pl ent y o f ho rse-sh oe na ils a nd
sharp ro ad-met al eve ryw he re. th ey wo re o u t ex ­
tremely qu ickl y, a nd punct ures we re frequ en t.

E. W . Lewis, th e designer , ce r tai n ly was fa r in
adva nce o f hi s time, a nd for sim plici ty and ru gged
re liabilit y, his car to o k a great deal of be ating .
H is o the r design , the 20 h.p. 4 cy linde r R o ver ca r.
won the Isle-o f-M an Touris t T ro ph y Race in 1907 ,
bea ting Engl an d 's best th at year. In C hris tc hu rc h
I ha ve see n a n exa m p le of th e 20 h .p. car sta r t
"on th e sw itc h " fr equentl y. even a fter sta ndi ng
overnigh t.



Alvibashing
The rev counter has pas sed two a nd a hal f and

is sti ll climbing as you sweep smartly arou nd a
bend in th e road an d become aware o f a black
saloo n parked insi gnific antl y a t th e side of the
road , 250 ya rds ah ead . You a re suddenly a wa re
that its owner has taken a p ro fession al int er est in
you when th e dri ver's door flies ope n and the
famil iar figur e in dar k uniform waves yo u to a
halt. " W ha t is this car, a nyway'?" he asks a fte r
the usual formal proced ure has been end u red.
" Ho w o ld is it?" is th e next query, follo wed by
lots more. a nd you soo n begin to think he's o n
yo ur side .

If ind eed it had been in 1925, no doubt th e
o wner o f an Alv is 12/50 would have had a ch ance
to give the gendarmeri e a run fo r its money, fo r
I don 't doubt that m ost o wne rs would soon
a tt rac t the attention o f the law in th ose days, for
a car of the cha ra cter o f the 12/50 Alvi s was jus t
the right typ e to m ak e o ne want to go pl aces
quickl y, and not so qu ietly a t th at.

But to get back to th e Al vis in qu est ion , let me
say here it is not th e first 12/50 I' ve o wned , as I've
had connect ion s with th e breed for nearl y IO years
and , incidentall y, th e most important parts o f the
present ca r a re from th e first th at I o rigina lly
owned . T he model I will endeav our to describe is
wh at I would term a sports-to u re r, o r, to defin e
th is further , it is a three- seater , op en body, with
a 12/50 tourer type Alvis mot or, as Alvis mad e
both 12/50 spor ts and 12/50 tourer motors, the
main differen ces in design bein g th at the spo rts
mod el engine was under 1500 cc . ca pa city a nd
had high er compres sion ratio , smalle r bore a nd
stro ke a nd larger ports in th e cylind er head , and
the exh aust manifold was much fatter 40 mm. di a­
meter, to be exact. The tourer motor, with wh ich
I am more co nc ern ed , is of 1645 cc. capacity a nd
has a slightly larger bore and longer stro ke, th ese
being respecti vely 69 mm . x 110 mm. The com­
pression ratio o f th e present motor is around
6.3 - 1, and the compression pressure in ea ch
cy linde r at cra n king speed is 100 lbs. The mot or
consists of det ach able cy linde r head of cas t ir on,
hou sing the tulip sh aped I~ i n dia . inlet and ex­
haust valves , closed by dual val ve spr ings, ac tu­
ated by long tubular push rods. T he rocker s
mounted atop the head are fa stened down by
so me o f the he ad ret aining studs . The lubricat io n
o f th e ro cker gear is taken care of by a by-pass
oil lin e from th e main o il gall ery, and is pr ovided
with a tapered metering scre w to adjust the flow
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of oil. The block of 4 cylind ers, a lso of cas t iron,
has no water passages in th e top fac e co nnec ting
the head; all water is transfer red to th e head via
an a lu minium co n nec ting casting at the back o f
the engine, thus elim ina ting the possibilit y o f
wat er en ter ing the cylinders, sho uld a head ga sk et
pack up . The cra nkcase, of a lu m ini um , is drilled
for th e main o il feed to the th ree bearing bal an ced
cranksh aft , which revolves in plain white-met al
bearings, back ed by br on ze , in the engine under
discu ssion (m ost Al vis moto rs had so lid cast
white-metal she lls). T he camsh aft is situa ted on
the near side a nd is driven fro m the front of th e
c ra n ks ha ft by gea r, th e ca ms haft gear being o f
fibre m aterial , the cr ankshaft a nd gen er ator gears
both being of steel. T he fibr e m ak es fo r mu ch
qui et er running .

The generator is a 12 V . Lucas, with ad jus ta ble
o utput third brush and helps to keep the 12 Volt
9 pl at e battery, whi ch is situa ted under th e sea t.
a live. Mounted on th e end of the generator a nd
driven by ske w ge ar is a Lu cas di stributor to
supp ly the igniti on in pl ace of th e rather unreli able
a nd more expensive magneto that was original
equipme n t. The wind ings do co m e unstuck o n
mags. you kn ow, and r don't believe in expen ­
sive o verhauls wh en a good coil will do as good
a job today. A lot ma y disagree, but 1 have never
had any trouble as yet. 1 was told th e distributor
was fitted very ea rl y on and has never given a ny
trouble, bu t th e history of th e car a nd its mi s­
demean ours is a no ther rather long st ory . Neither
fan nor water pump is fitted , cooling depending
on th errno sypho n through large bore water o ff­
takes in the fr ont of th e head a nd bloc k . The oil
pump is situa ted in th e su mp a nd can be rem ov ed
without removing the sump ; it supp lies oil to th e
vitals a t a pr essure of 50 lbs . per sq. inch when
cold, which diminishes to 30 Ibs. wh en hot. thi s
with a 20 gr ad e oil.

The drive to the se pa ra te gearbox is taken up
by th e single steel di sc clutch plate, sa ndwiched
between linings o n th e flywheel a nd pr essure plate.
The clu tch is d isengag ed with a thrust race and is
fitt ed with a clutch br ak e opera ting on a disc jus t
a head o f the four-speed gearbox . 1 have ye t to
master the art o f its use or find a suitable lin ing
to ensure its ac tio n is co rr ect. The fo ur-spe ed
gearbox requires a certain a mo unt o f skill to get
through the gears without making add itio na l
noises. T he gear ra tios ar e anyth ing but suita ble
for rapid ch an ges. Low gea r is a dead loss, exc ept



This is all I need to know about engines!
Pennzoil. That's all this fast-moving salesman
needs to know to get along famously with his
travelling companion-his motor car.

For th is remarkable mot or oil ha s a permanently
active ingredient (called Z-7) that stops loss of
horsepower.

Pennzoil improves performan ce. End s pre­
igniti on knock. Does wonders for your petrol
mileage. And your peac e of mind. It shrugs off
heat and piston pr essure that would sap the

strength of other motor oils. And it will not
break down between regular oil cha nges.

Pennzoil is the cream of pur e Pennsylvania
oil left after special refinement. As a matter of
fact , it is regi stered by the United States Pat ent
Office as The Tough-Film Motor Oil.

If you do not see Pennzoil displa yed when
you go to your fav ourite dealer for your regular
oil change, ask him to get it for you. You 'll lik e
what it does for your car.

At all Dealers who CARE for your car
12



fo r towing o r s ta rt ing off on a very stee p bill . A
cha nge up w he n 300 revs is reach ed o n all gears,
is wh a t is ge ne ra lly used ; th e spacing of th e gear
ra tio be twee n 3rd a nd top d rops th e engine revs
back fro m 3000 to 170a revs, so it can be see n a
closer se t of gears wo u ld be welco me . A speed
of 19 m.p.h . per 1000 engi ne revs enables th e ca r
to be dri ven fa irly qui ckly with out th e engine
turni ng over very fast, o nce top gea r is engaged .
The eng ine is re markably flexible, it bein g possible
to pull away in top gear, eve n whe n eng ine re vs
are as lo w as 600 per m in . a nd, indeed , except
whe n a h ill is enco u ntered ; wi th a slow approach
th er e is littl e need to cha nge d o wn , a ltho ugh the
right-ha nd gea r cha nge is hand ily situa ted.

T he chassis is a massive, stee l cha nne l sec tio n
unit , wi th a heavy su b-sec tio n for th e eng ine to
mount o n . T he sus pe nsion co uld be a lot better,
the -} elliptic sp ringing all ro und is dampered by
fract io n type shock abso rbe rs , but the fro nt
spri ngs a re ver y sho rt a nd the ride is fairl y so lid
in the fro n t, a nd on shi ng le road s th e rid e a t an y
speed ca n be very livel y- a goo d job the steering
is fairly se ns itive and acc ura te. A go od deal of
overstee r is appa re n t co rner ing at high speed ,
especia lly on shingle, as th e rea r end is rather
light. Until recently wh en I bala nced the wheels
a nd had th em stra igh tene d a nd the spo kes tight­
ene d, th e top speed was governed to a certain
ex te nt by th e fro nt end tramp whi ch made it s pre­
sence fe lt ra ther a la rm ingly as the speed rose
a bo ve 75, especially when o n a smooth straight
road, wh en the re were no bumps to interrupt the
tr amp pa tte rn . T he wire spo ked 20-inch wheels
are retain ed by five s tuds and not the more d esir­
a ble kn ock o n wh eels, as fill ed to later chassis.

F ue l is fed to the twin S.U . ca r bs by a high
pr pssure elec tric Hardi petrol pump. from either

Photo by Don Odd ie Stud ios

"The Works."
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of the two tanks sele ct ed by a tw o-way tap situ­
ated under the floo r boards and reach ed by lifting
the near side bonnet. F uel ca pacity o f th e rear
tank is 10 gallons and o f the fr ont scu ttle tank
4 gallons. so as a useful ran ge is o bta ined with­
out having to refuel. O n the last Mount Cook
rally , rec entl y run , the co ns um ptio n work ed o ut a t
24 miles per gall on driven hard o n th e high
average, a nd includes two bro ken fue l lin es ca used
by very rou gh surfaces. and be tte r th an th at has
been obtained tr a vell ing be twee n T imaru a nd
Ashburton , a t a speed ave raging 60 m.p.h . so it
is a reason ably econo mica l dra y. T he br a kes are
good , being internal expa nd ing , ca ble ope ra ted
o n a ll four whee ls, in I H- inc h finn ed drums. T hey
require a fairl y high ped al pr essure, but are very
even and will willingly lock th e rear whee ls a head
o f th e front, but thi s allows fo r good steeri ng
control wh en braking. T he han d brak e lever
operates a ll four wh eels a nd is effective in a ll
ca pacities; it is si tua ted a hea d o f th e gear lever.
The vis ib ility a t night is ta ken ca re of by th e
C.A .V . 12v x 36w headlights; nobod y like s to
a rg ue a bo u t di pping whe n th ey a re br ou ght up to
full beam by th e hand y dip sw itc h situa ted on a
sta lk beneath th e stee r ing whee l. T he sea ting
positi on is mainl y sui ted to my own size, as th e
sea t is non -adjustabl e, but m akes fo r co mfor ta ble
tr avell ing . It is a bench typ e a nd wi ll sea t three
across. A cent ral arm rest is fitted to th e back
squa b a nd fol ds do wn to stea dy th e passen ger ,
bu t ca n become a nuis a nce to the dri ver if a ver y
twi sty road IS bein g negoti at ed in th e usu al
manner.

The inst ru m ent pan el th at con fron ts you was
de scribed by a mot ori ng journali st as bein g bare
and badly laid o ut. but th at may on ly be th e
opinion of a m od ern m ot ori st, or one wh o ca n­
not re ad a nd mu st have green or red light s to
flash warnings o r indi cat e th e in ternal co ndi tio n
o f his m ot or. To sta rt fro m th e left-ha nd side ,
facing th e passenger , is a Sm iths clock of a mple
pr op or tion s and an exce lle nt tim ep iece a nd typi cal
of the year. N ext to th e clock, a nd m at ch ing it
for s ize, a nd in keeping with a ca r used for tri a ls,
a nd so as the navigat or ca n keep track o n dist­
a nc e, is a Smi ths speedo me ter reading to 80 m .p.h .
a nd with both tr ip a nd tot al mileag e ca librated
in tenths. Like th e clock . it is acc ura te a nd wo uld
put a lo t o f mode rn inst rum ents to sha me fo r
th e s tea dy reading it will give. In the ce n tre of th e
pan el is a C.A.V. switch pan el with a n Arnprueter
read ing 0-20 cha rge a nd di sch arge, to give yo u
so me idea as to how the ge ne ra tor is beh a vin g



and whether so me indulgenc e in high speed has co ntro l is bet ween the light swit ch and re v.
burn t it out. The side a nd headlights ar e con- counter. The inst rument pan el is partl y lit a t night
trolled by sma ll pull switc hes below th e a mp- by a shielded protruding light, not uncommon to
meter. Fu rth er to the right and high er up is a n othe r mak es of the sa me yea r. Sorry ther e 's no
A.C. temper ature gauge read ing from 100-212, flashing light ind icato rs o r heater kn ob s, but at
and the needle genera lly shows around 195 or least you get so me idea of how the mill is grind-
mor e as normal op erating temper ature, a nd it ing, The windscreen is kept clear of rain with a
seldom is less, no matter wh at the da y. Next to Trico electric wip er , as a vac . unit is a dead loss
the temperature gauge a nd in a good position for with twin ca rb s.
the dri ver , is a 4in A.c. rev. counter reading to Although the car may seem to be rather hacked
6000 by 1000 stages, and with a n approp riat e red a ro und and have lost some of its original eq uip-
line between 5000 and 5500. My still un att ain ed ment a nd not be stand a rd in so me cases, it still
a m bitio n is to hit the red in top. On the right o f maintains a nd ca rries on the Al vis traditi on for
th e re v. co un ter is the Al vis oil pr essure ga uge, rugged reli ab ilit y, with a good perfo rm an ce for
a very clear ins tru men t th at can put a spa nner its size. Incid entall y, accelera tion through th e gears
in the works if it doesn 't read more than the first giv es 0-40 in 10 secs. and to 60 in 23 secs. with-
two o r three sma ll lines . 0-60 is the calib rati on by o ut going o ver 3'::00 re vs. in a ny gear.
a lb . di vision s, a nd as s ta ted before, it gen erall y All in all , th e 12/50 is just a bo ut th e best a ll-
s ho ws aro und 30 Ibs. wh en the engine is hot. A ro under of th e Vintag e world-speed in plenty,
ke y opera ted sw itch is o n the extreme righ t for docile when required , simple to ma int ain , utterly
o per a ting th e coil ignition, a nd a pull-ou t spark rel iabl e and FU N to drive .

----------

Restori ng a Cad iliac
Continuing his Story of his Model M Ca d illac

It is more than two yea rs since Part 2 of thi s
series a ppea red (see B.W . Vo!. 2, No. 7, 1( 56)
but I make no a po logy for the delay fo r the period
has been tak en up with useful and enj o yable
wo rk though mu ch of it con sisted of correcting
ea r ly mistakes a nd in trying to gild the lily. 1
am not workin g to a ny deadline and if the car
is not finish ed thi s year we ll, it might be fin ished
nex t I thou ght that three a rticles might co m ­
plet e this story but I can see that thi s is not
to be-there is more in thi s ca r restoration than
meets the eye.

After the main work on engine and chassis was
finis hed a determined effort wa s made to ge t the
ca r on the road . The bonnet and scuttle were
clean ed down , rep aired a nd painted a nd her e I
mad e a mista ke. I used a reputable rust-rem over
but seeming ly I didn 't ki ll it properl y as som e
months after pa inting innumer able sm all blist­
ers appeared all over the su rfac e. It will ha ve
to co me down to bare metal aga in. We learn
by o ur mistakes. The dash board was made up
fr om a piece of ceda r from a n o ld shop counter.
You sho uld have seen the face of the joiner
wh en his br and new thi cknesser struck a half
inch nut that was bur ied in th e end of it. It was
o iled and va rn ished a nd the big flat head ed coach
bolt s tha t hold it on we re clea ned up in the
lathe and a thin layer o f bronze run ov er their
head s.

PART 3 - G ETTING IT GOING

J. D. McCraw

The steering wh eel rim was quite a job. Liter­
ally hundreds o f wo ode n rims were look ed a t in
wrec king sho ps bu t the y were all too big . Fin­
a lly four pieces were band saw ed fr om a br ok en
hickory ski and the ends joi ned by long dove­
tail joints to make a circl e. A large wooden
faceplate was cu t from th e end of an old
wooden washtub a nd th e c ircle g lued to thi s.
The faceplat e was a bout lSin. in diam eter a nd
It in . thick a nd when I turn ed on the mot o r of
my homemade wo od turnin g lathe it took so me
time to get up but wh en it did the facepl ate
was fa irly sc rea m ing. 1 switc hed ofT to cha nge
th e belt and a n interesting thin g happen ed. As
the motor slowed the mom entum of th e facc­
plate unscrewed it from the mandrel and it went
fo r a walk ar ound the work shop. It crossed the
floor at a fair rat e a nd cl imbed up the leg of the
be nc h a nd then up the sid e of the wind ow a nd
rebo unded off a she lf ba ck to the floor wh en ce
it dived und er the bench and scuttled ab out for
so me time throwing out pieces of timber a nd
sha vings . Needl ess to say I was watching thi s
performance fro m o utside the do or. H owever,
the wheel was eventually turned working right
round the back until it fell off the faceplat e. Only
a small am ount of hand finishing on the back
was needed.

A T -F ord co il was dressed up in a ros ewood
bo x a rid m ounted on the dash . The o rigina l
batt er y was a set of dry cell s but as a concession
to co nvenience the family was prevailed upon



to contribute an electric fence battery as a birth­
day present (first signs of co-operation") Then
there was a busy period fixing up a host of
small jobs-brake cables were fitted, chain put
on , gear controls connected up , tyres blown up,
petrol siphoned out of the family car and a
frantic search for a filler to fit the small hole
in the petrol tank. Numerous water leaks were
attended to and a fiber washer slapped into a
leaky fuel pipe union, a few squirts of oil into
the gearbox and the great moment had arrived.

I'll spare you the bad language and sweat
that was used cranking that blasted engine but
it was finally going with flame belching from
the exhaust (no silencer yet) . Much shouting
above the din and up we go to sit on the petrol
tank making sure first that the big wing nut on
the filler cap was aligned fore and aft. Ease her
back into reverse and she moves' Then-crack!
Forgot that my head is now seven feet above
the ground and the concrete lintel of the garage
door has only six and a half feet clearance. Never
mind , its a ll in a good cause. A quick tighten­
ing up of the gear bands and we are out on the
road. Into low, rev up, push her into top, a
horrible jerk and we are oll'. How the devil do
we stop if a car comes round the corner-pull
her into neutral, close throttle, retard spark, apply
brakes but keep your foot away from that
clutch pedal-it happens to be low gear and the
book says you will break the crankshaft. And
keep your shirt tail out of that flywheel!

The neighbours just had time to reali ze the
significance of the new noise in the neighbour­
hood and to get out to their front gates when
we stopped dead . M uch embarrassed tinkering
- a h! dry carb., fuel blockage. The only part
of the car that was not dismantled was the little
brass pipe entering the carburretor and in this
we found a fleck of rust. Remember what I said
about dismantling every part of the car! Away
again with a passenger sitting on the floorboards
with feet dangling over the side fiddling with
the mixture controls and trying to keep clear of
the flywheel but managing to collect a beauti­
ful oil streak right up the back of his white
shirt from the spray from the main bearing. Talk
about total loss lubrication.

We were now quite cheeky and decided to
take the car over to show it off to the original
owner and everything went well until I had to
change down in his drive and stalled. The home­
coming was spoiled. 'Ne were interrupted by the
agitated arrival of a friend who brought the
glad news that a traffic cop was waiting for us
to go back through town . This brought us to
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earth and we real ized just what we had done.
We had driven a motori zed chassis through the
main street with wide open exhaust, no registra­
tion, no warrant . no lights, no nothing. We de­
cided to leave it and walk home. I then reali zed
that my backside was cold and soaking wet
with petrol splashed through the air vent.
Couldn't even have a smoke.

We went back next morning and found the
gearbox seized. 'Ne towed the car home and
when the box was dismantled it was found that
my few squirts of oil had not reached the cogs
and the box had fired. It seems that a low
pressure pump is necessary to get oil into thc
gearbox. Another problem was the ineffective­
ness of the brakes. I thought that I was being
smart in lining the inboard brakes with truck
linings of the modern type but the first five
minutes on the road showed my mistake. Oil from
the main bearings escapes on to the chain and
is taken back to the diff and the brake linings.
These brakes should be lined with red fiber
as are the gear bands.

We now set about tuning the engine and the
first job was to make up a silencer as it is im­
possible to tune an engine of this type with a
straight exhaust. Then we went over the timing
and found that we were a tooth out and found
also that the secret of very slow idling was to
have the valve timing dead right. The book says
that the inlet valve cracks when the piston is
one thirty-second inch past T.D.C. We found
that it had to be just so and not a sixteenth.
To do this involved building up the valve rod
a few thous.

At this stage we decided to cut down the oil
supply which we had been running flat out to
be on the safe side and which had been deluging
the car and pa ssengers with spray, to say nothing
of oiling plugs and making a smoke screen bc­
hind the car. It was reduced to the prescribed
4 drops per minute. Immediately a knock de­
veloped that sounded like main bearings but
was later diagnosed as piston slap and believe
me piston slap with a Sin. piston is quite some­
thing. The rings had been homemade and the
original owner had warned me that they were
not even round . Compression was good with
full oil supply but now with reduced oil was
poor. You certainly could not lift the car off
the ground with it as I was assured should be
the case. It was decided to have new rings made.

All these jobs have kept us busy and at the
same time the body is being pushed along as
fast as possible but that will make the basis of
the next (and last) instalment in this story.
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Festive occosion : The opening of Wongonui Bronch Club Rooms.
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Photo by Geo. E. A. Niko lo ison

Winner of "The Burma." Tom Stirling and Overland (see Wanganui Notes ).
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Review

Col in W estoby's 12 /50 (see " Alv ibashing" ).

Phot o by Dr R. H. Fulto n

The Ful t cn Rover outs ide the Dunedin Railway Station about 1914 (see "8 H.P. Single Cylinder Rover Cor" ).
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Book Reviews

OLD CARS THE WORLD OVER

by El iza beth N agle

In J une of 1955 yo ur rev iewer, whi le full of
praise for Miss Nagl es ea rlier wor k " Veterans
of the Ro ad" p assed sho r t but sca thing comment
on th e cover design.

His pr ai se fo r the co ver de sign of " Old Cars
the World Over" knows no bounds-it is magni­
fi ccn t.

His review o f th e book wi ll be brie f- hc has
not yet ab sorbed a fr action of wh at is conta ined
in its 333 page s o f na rra tive and illust rations
(th er e a re more than 100 glossy finish pages of
illu str ations of veteran a nd vintage cars alone).

The book is a ma sterp iece which more than
anything else will lead to a gr eat er understanding
and co-op eration amo ng Vet eran and Vintage
peopl e the world ov er.

Mi ss N agle' s sense of perspecti ve in outlining
the gro wth of th e vari ou s ciubs is u nca nny- fo r
example to kn ow the mat eri al she had for our
own sto ry and to see how she has moulded it
int o an historical narrativ e co rrec t in p erspec­
tive and det ail is to ac kno wledge her gen ius.

T o do the sa me with the material from every
o ther kindred bod y in the world is a tr em end ou s
achi evement in every respect.

This book will do much to streng then bonds
of mutual int ere st th e world over and it is to
be hoped th at a ll who read will a bso rb and
pr acti ce the exhorta tion of o ur own Secre ta ry in
the Forewo rd-" Let us a lwa ys keep in mind
th e necessity for tolerance a t all times" .

T he book is not only a delightful narrat ive
but a lso a va luab le reference work for Vintage
and Veteran owners who a re, through its pag es,
in tro duced th e one to the other and as in " Vet­
era ns of the Ro ad" the one hundred pages of
photographs and spec ifica tions of cars provid e a
most useful guide to their ca rs, the technical
data having been supplied by Dermis F ield, Esq. ,
A.M .LE. E.

In con clu sion , no one can not a fford th is
book (price Sterling 30/-) and everyone who
read s it should silentl y ackn owledge a gre at debt
we a ll owe to Mi ss Nagle for pr oviding us with
a wonderful milestone.

(Arco Publicati on s Lim ited , London ).
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HISTORY ON THE ROAD
A Vintage Ca r Miscell any

Edi ted by J. R . L. Anderson

This excellen t book impressed your reviewer
fo r two main reason s, th e first being the excel­
lent qu ality o f th e man y illus tra tions , the seco nd
being the Ed itor 's remarks in the Foreword .

Mr Anderson , in his Fo rewo rd, has in a few
ca re fully chose n paragraphs epitomised the phil­
os phy of the Vintage cre ed-

"Above all , it will be a satisfying ca r. Th ere
is no way of defining 'satisfying' beyond sayi ng
that it a pplies to things that give sa tisfaction,
and that, I think, is a bout as far as my definition
o f the vintage ca r can get" .

As a hand-book of Vintage ca rs bo th well
known and not so well known this book is in­
va lua ble, particularl y to the new -corner to the
field . The illustra tions a re on a lavish sca le and
the sho rt na rr at ives on the th irty mak es of ca rs
portrayed ar e factual and accura te. The book
portrays a wide ran ge of car s from the Silver
G hos t to Trojan and in so doin g Mr Anderson
amply demonstrates his und erstanding (to qu ote
fro m his Foreward again) of the "friend lines s
that a shared interest in Vintage ca rs seems able
to cre ate-a friendliness that unites a ll sorts and
conditions of men " .

In all, this book is a very worthwhile add ition
to every Vintage o r Veteran Librar y and as (on
Au stralian pri ces ) it appea rs that it would retail
in New Zealand for less th an 20/- is within
everyone's pock et.

Publishers: Hamish Hamilton (London). Our
copy from T ec hnica l Book & M agazine Co .,
295-299 Swa ns ton St reet , Melbourne.

Au strali an price 22/6 plus postage .

ADVENTURER'S ROAD

by T. R. Nichols on

Blood and Thunder

Th ere a re man y o f us who , rightly , con sider
that mod ern motoring is just plain dull and bo r­
ing and hav e thu s turned to Vintage machiner y
in order to give the sp ice of " living dangerously "
to our transport. If only to show us how pu ny
are our effort s in thi s directi on a ll members sha ll



she lves of th ose whose interes ts lie with C lass ic
or Thoroughbred machinery as distinct fro m
" Blood a nd Thunder" o f th e pu re a ntiq ue is
" Ro lls Royce- The Li vin g Legen d".

This is a n extremely well thou gh t o u t a nd
bea utifully pr esented co llec tio n of ca ta log ues,
co ntemporary pr ess ro ad tests, excerpts from
handbook s a nd instructi on manual s co vering the
famou s line o f 40/50 h.p, ca rs up to the Ph an ­
tom III a nd a lso the Wr aith .

These a re a rra nged chro no logica lly a nd are
photo-reproduced thu s giv ing not o n ly the mes­
sage but th e ac tual spirit o f the or igina ls a nd,
since a ll Roll s liter ature from the earl ies t days
was o f the ver y highest standard, thi s ha s set
the ton e for the entire bo ok .

The sales literature for 1\!14 wa s the most
illuminating to me as showing the va st service
organi sation that had been built up by the com­
pan y pri or to the impetus giv en to development
during the war yea rs, and it a lso g ives man y
littl e kn o wn det ails of spo r ting ac hievemen ts
complete with ph otographs.

T he coachwork sections sho uld be a mine of
inspirat ion to those faced with bod y designs fo r
q ual ity chassis a nd, a ll in a ll, there is so mething
for eve ryo ne with in the se pag es. It is a book
tha t we ca n tho roughl y recom mend, and is well
worth its price both in int er est a nd in fo rma tio n.

Publ isher : Post Mot or Book s. Ca lif., U .S.A.

ROLLS ROYCE-THE LIVING LEGEND . Au strali an Price ~5/2/9 plu s 3/6 posta~e. Our. ~r- co py from Techn ical Book a nd Magazin e Co.,
A most welc ome add itio n to book s for the '~' . t:.1295_299 S wa ns to n St reet . Mel bourne, C , }.

seen.

Publi sh ers : Messrs Cassels. Au strali an pri ce
27/3 plu s 2/ - postage. Our co py fro m T echnical
Book a nd Mag azin e Co., 295-299 Swa ns to n
S treet, Melbourne, Cl .

have up on their shelves " Ad venturer's Ro ad "
whi ch gives very full accounts o f the reall y epic
Pekin to Pari s a nd New York to Pari s " Races"
of 1907 a nd 1908 resp ecti vely. Th is is rea l h istory
well told a nd based o n memoirs a nd co nte mpo r­
ary reports of these eve n ts which , as th e book
expla ins: wer e nev er serio us ly co ns ide red as races
by the o rga nisers- Le Mat in newspaper of Paris.
co py o f th e memoirs o f Barzini , the It ali an
Your scri be, who has recentl y read a n o rigina l
journali st who travelled as cre w o f th e winning
It ala in the first event. feels th at " Ad ven tur er 's
Ro ad " gives the reader a far better p icture o f
the who le event becau se it covers a ll th e competi­
tors a nd not just o ne car and its particul ar sto ry
and therefore puts things into a truer perspective .

In the first of the two epi cs Co rrnier a nd Colig­
non must have been men of the Ned Sutherland
type in entering and actually finishing the entire
journey through the G obi desert a nd road less
Sibe ria in 10 h.p. De Di on s.

Trul y a book th at sho uld be o n the shelf o f
every Vintage a nd Veteran type both to keep
tim e in his place a nd to give him one of the
most read able books o n earl y mot oring we have

Restoration Technique
Co ntinuing our Decem ber series 10 aid th ose beginning th e lenglh y task of restoration .

CARBURETTION. A ca rbure tto r suita ble for
a o ne or two cylinder veter an is not the sa me
a rticle as that used on a four cy linder engine.
The Ford "T" carbo is so me times seen working
ra ther ind ifferentl y o n a n earl y one-Iu nger. It
will perform perfectl y on a sta tio na ry engine
running a t co ns ta n t speed, but is un suitable fo r a
veh icle unless there are four cylinders . There is
a funda menta l difference in the requirements o f
o ne and four cylinders. The sing le, a nd twin
to a lesser degree, have a pu lsatin g, intermittent,
int ake, but the four is relati vel y co ns ta nt, especi-

a lly at closed throttle. If a ca rbo has a ny form of
acc elerating pump, compensating-jet , or econom­
iser . ther e will be trouble when coupled to a
single cy linder. Between stro kes the sump fills
and gives ov er-rich mixture a t low speeds . This
effect takes place even with the simple "T"
ca rbo as the holl ow a t th e jet fills with a sma ll
pool of petrol in read ine ss fo r a sudde n o pe n­
ing of the thrott le, and thi s effec t cannot be
avoide d o r a lte red in a ny wa y. If it is inte nde d
to use a carb, o f " Zen ith" type havin g fixed
ma in a nd compensat ing jet s and an idling jet,
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the tr ick is to re d uce th e size o f th e compensa t­
ing jet (the o ne w hic h feeds into a cha mber
with an a ir -b leed) . A simp le way to do th is is to
thread a stran d o r two of l a a m p fuse wire
th rou gh th e jet a nd be nd over a bove a nd be lo w
to ret a in it in posit ion. A "Solex ' type main jet
wi ll need to be co m plete ly a lte re d to do away
with th e sump and subs ti tu te a sim ple je t. It wi ll
a lso be found ve ry wo rt hw hile, in fac t ess en tia l,
to add so me fo rm of heating if th ere is no ne
a lready . It is easy to fit a pipe fro m th e vicini ty
of th e exh au st pipe to th e air-in ta ke . T his will
be effect ive except for id ling. T o giv e it the "full
t reatment " so me kind o f hot-sp o t is al so req ui red
except whe re th e ca rb u re ttor is m ounted direc tly
o n to ' th e in le t po rt o f th e engine . A n effec tive
hot-spot ca n be m ad e with a sheet meta l jacket
ro und th e mani fold. as close to the ca rb o as
possibl e, a nd co nne c ted with 5(l6i n. tub e to
the ex ha ust. (I t will requi re a n occasio na l clea n­
ing) . So me early machines used wa te r he ating,
a nd as ea rly as 190 I P anha rd had a ca rb ure ttor
with a wate rja ck et bu il t in . It is thu s per fectl y
perrni ssa ble to add he ating to eve n a n ea rly
Ve te ra n .

PISTO N RINGS. Wh en fitt ing new rings,
the cy linder bo re sh oul d have th e gl aze rem o ved
by roughening the surface wi th a light applica ­
tion o f a medi um hone. o r a ru b with emery

cloth (round th e bo re, not up and d own). T his
will make new rings be d-i n qu ickl y, bu t be sure
to ge t rid of all tr ace of emery grit. (Pa rker-H a le
gun oi l is a good clean in g age nt) . N ormal ga p
clea ra nce in a water- cool ed eng ine is .002in per
inch o f bore, mea su red by Ieeler-gu age with the
rin g in th e tightest pa rt o f the working se ct io n
of the bore. The ga p m a y be practi call y nil wit h
th e rin g right a t th e bottom, un worn , part o f
th e bore, but so long as it w ill enter the cy linde r
the " fo rm ula" ga p sho u ld not be less in the
wo rking ra nge. An o ld type of pis to n with th e
wide U") ring-groo ves will work pe r fec tly with
tw o mod ern na rrow ri ngs per gr oove. Se lect a
pai r of ri ngs slig h tly too wide fo r th e groove
and sk im ou t th e groove on th e lathe to suit the
rings. Sta gge r a ll ga ps a lte rna te ly o n opposit e
sides.

HINT

If you know an y shee p farm ers get them to
sa ve th e eme ry paper fro m th e w hee l th ey use
fo r sha rpe n ing shea rs . A ppa re nt ly they a re p re tty
fussy and th ro w it awa y ve ry ea rly in its lif e .
It is in large d iscs and yo u can cut fou r or five
sma ller di scs to fit th e popu lar d rill-sand er co m­
bina tio ns . It is coa rse st u ff (bu t th er e are diffe r­
en t gra des) a nd id eal fo r rem ov in g o ld pa in t.
N ow th at shea ring is ov er yo u will find it lyin g
a ll ro u nd th e she ds .

1959 National Rally
EASTER WEEKEND, TIMARU

A ll member s a re no doubt a lready awa re of
th e above to be held a t Timaru . This p ro mises
to be a n outstand in g even t and pr esent ind ica ­
tions are th at the en try will exceed th at of the
Pi ct on rall y.

As was the case wit h Pi ct on fo r an even t o f
thi s magni tude th e pre-rall y work presen ts a m arn ­
mouth task fo r the orga nisers and only th ose
who hav e had to face th e ha ndling o f so me lOO
to 120 ve hicles plu s so me 300 bodies ca n fully
a pprecia te th e d iffc ult ies to be overcome . How­
ever. we bel ieve th at th e p re lim inary a r range­
ments have dev eloped exc ep tio na lly well and th at
the success o f th e func tio n is assured .

Gene ra l di scu ssion bet ween th e comm ittee of
th e So uth Ca nte r bury br an ch V .c.c. and Sam
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S lyfie ld o f th e Pennzoil Co m pa ny to ok pl ace a t
Tirnaru durin g last weekend a nd it would a ppear
th at o n so me po ints cla r ifica tio n is nece ssary as
far as int ending co mpe tito rs a re co ncerned . T he
foll owing may be o f int erest:-

Catering

The price to be charged fo r meal s was dis­
cussed wi th th e ca terer and it was deci de d th at
with th e high s ta nda rd o f the menu the co st to
com pe titors is reasonab le a nd th e on ly a lte ra tio n
decid ed on was th at of hal f price fo r a ll ch ild­
re n la year s o ld o r und er.

Oil from Pennzoil

F ree oi l will again be a vai la ble f ro m th e Penn­
zo il Com pa ny a nd bra nc h sec re ta ries hav e been



advised along these lines and have been asked
to submit details of requirements of members
direct to the Pennzoil Company, Box 2352,
Christchurch. Those competitors who have not

For Better

Used Cars
At Lower Prices

Consult

JOHN DOWLING
AND COMPANY

STAFFORD STREET
TIMARU

Opp. BaJrantynes

Phone 2256

been advised by branch secretaries may send
their requirements direct to the Pennzoil Com­
pany who will forward direct to competitors
outside the Christchurch area. Christchurch com­
petitors will collect requirements from the Pen­
zoil depot. Detail required is as follows:

I.-Grade of oil; S.A .E . rating ; qu ant ity; type ;
detergent or non-detergent.

2,-Petrol reimbursement.

Our entry form stated that appearance money
would be paid to entrants in lieu of free petrol,
this being dependent on the success of gate tak­
ings. This appearance money will take the form
of payment for petrol in that an assessment of
the cost of petrol to each competitor will be
made and part or full reimbursement will be
made. We confidently expect to be in a position
to reimburse in full.

The event is being organised to give the maxi­
mum pleasure to competitors for the Easter
period and it is the opinion of the committee
that it will be an oustanding success, both socially
and from the angle of veteran and vintage motor­
ing no effort has or will be spared on your
behalf. We look forward to the pleasure of
your company at Timaru.

Don Oddie,
Chairman,

South Canterbury V.e.e.

Wanganui Notes P. R. Williamson

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. Inc., Wanganui Branch

Chairman: P. R. Williamson. Secretary R. P. Lee, 34 Mt. View Rd., Wanganui.

I

~

Looking back only a few years, vintage cars
were conspicuous by their absence in Wanganui ,
owing to the view of members that veterans
were the caper . Really old cars are the things
for interest, but now with several more additions
in recent months to the ranks of the right sort
of vintage machinery, the 1919-31 cars are gain­
ing sway. Michael Rose has a 1927 A.e. Acedes.
2 litre OHC, 2 seater, drop-head coupe with only
one previous owner, this car is in the best con­
dition, as found, we have yet seen. Secretary
bird, Reg Lee, has unto himself in almost as
good condition, a Bull nose Morris Cowley 2
seater roadster 1925, all instruments, spring gait-
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ers etc. (May as well deal with the rest of the
round nose Nuffield brigade I suppose. 'Cor
Lurnrne' we'll have a Bull nose club here hold­
ing its own events soon.) Wycherley of 30/98
fame has one similar I believe to Lee 's . Jim
White a two seater coupe, Levin members Noel
Bird a 1924-25 tourer and Gavin Hicks a 3
seater Oxford of 1924. Add Bert Tonks M.G.
and we have a round half dozen-from none
to six in a few months.

New members Doug. Sheriff and Bevin Tasker
have respectively a 1926 six cylinder Overland
saloon, and a 1922 Chevrolet tourer, both com­
plete and in excellent shape. In fact, Doug was
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o u t in the Burma Trial , without even having
to du st the ca r since purchase. Ken Marti n is
work ing o n a 192 3 Fo rd T tourer which is a lso
comple te . T on y Fu ller to n-Smith's 20/60 Vaux hall
193 1 is now o wn'ed by D ick Lyth w ho is known
as Po rn er o y T. Ly th, T his ca r has, sinc e be ing
in Lyr h's hands, the new low se t hea dlamps.

A car wh ich has used a li tt le o il rec entl y
bu t is no w perco lat in g we ll is the 192 9 Wi llys
Kn ight 3 sea te r coupe w hic h is ve ry sma rt in its
yellow a nd black pa int wi th proud owne r A vr o
H illgr ove a nd fa m ily ge tt ing pleasure out o f
thi s im pressive ca r.

Ross Jones fr om K irnbolton has hi s 192 3 505
Fia t fini sh ed and has a tte nde d severa l ev en ts in
this rare Fia t. Apparentl y only 3 a re known to
th e Fia t Regist er. It has a N .Z . bui lt torpedo
body of very nice lin es and sha pe, wi th nicely
flar ed mudgua rd s .

The de solate rema ins of a ca r w hich have
haunted Bert T on k 's p remi ses fo r some time,
ha ve a t last been taken over a nd a re being
resurrect ed in to a mot o r ca r. Yes, th e 1914 4
cyli nde r 9 h.p . wa ter-cooled A lldays a nd Onions
mid get car is well o n its way to restorat ion . Don
Cirnino, a wa tc hmaker a nd ins tr umen t ma ker by

trade is mak ing a great job of thi s ra re light car.
Those who sa w the remains o f th e ca r wi ll
real ize th e m agnitude of th e task. virtua lly build­
ing a new car. All cre d it to yo u Don .

T he Hunte rvillc Fi re Engi ne is a t last in
good han ds, Steve M usso an en thus ias tic Le vin
member is wei ldi ng the too ls o n th is res tora tion.

Like most o ther br an ches, no doubt , we a re
ge tt ing request s to a ttend th is Ga rden P art y,
tha t Jubilee, etc ., a nd c re d it is du e to th e mem­
be rs w ho have turned ou t to th ese now cl ub ­
o rga n ised fu ncti ons.

It was go od to see so man y visitors for o ur
Burma T ria l. Spec ia l menti on to Bill Cla rk and
Leo n Witte who had to cross th e 'd itch' to co m­
pete, a nd Sarn and Mrs Slyfield w ho were able
to attend th e Club Room's ope ning. Thanks to
Sa m a lso fo r his film s whi ch were show n and
apprecia ted.

Spy 's side ligh t o n the Burma ! Last yea r 's win­
ner in ca r of 1952 vin tage (non co m pe ti to r) mi ss­
in g main turn off to M an gamahu , co n tin uing
so me 5 m iles off co u rse a t speed, ca tc hes up
with a no ther ca r (co mpetito r) and of co u rse a ble
to (a t this s tage) lo udl y d irec t misgui de d com­
petitor to co rrect route . C ha irma n 's remarks to
Mayor o n leadi ng hi m into th e C lub Roo m for
speec h- maki ng, " L'll say a few wo rds firs t, yo u
lean o n the bar". A nyway, sa me chai r man was
able to show th e M a yor tha t he has a be tt er
known city th an he th ought , by q uo ting severa l
passages fro m Mi ss Nagle's new book " O ld
Cars the World Over " , whi ch a re co mp lim en ta ry
to Wan ganui . Hi s Worship, M r Millward ga ve
a most int eresting add ress a nd o fficia lly decl ared
th e rooms o pen.

Mr Fossette, the A .A . President was present
to awa rd th e A.A. Sa lve r and troph y to winner
Tom Stirling and navigator fa the r-in-la w C es
R ountree. In the course o f hi s rem arks Mr Fos­
se tte rem ark ed th at if he wer e a yo u nger m an ,
th e Vi n ta ge Car C lub wo uld be th e first club
th at he would jo in, th e reasons bein g, th e con­
s truc tive recrea tion , th e typ e o f per sons th at a rc
mem ber s a nd th e esp ri t d 'corps. It was nice to
hea r these se n timen ts ex p ressed by a ma n who
is a keen m ot orist , a nd a lso, as a H ea dmast er
has the welfa re of th ose yo unger a t hea r t.

T he Monday fo llowi ng Burma , a lso brigh t and
su nny, saw a we ll a tte nde d picni c a t M axwell
Beach. th us rou ndi ng off a most successful week ­
end .

Pemb roke Stree t

PHO N ES:

H. G. Hughan 8888
K. Loveday 8175
H. M. Cc tt 8800

CARTERTON

r .o. Box 48

Garage 8099
R. Porter 8452
W . D. Alien 8050
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BUR MA TRIAL

or Photog raphs

111 Duncan Street, Wanganui East

Coach Bu ilders - Motor T rimmer s

Panel Bea ters a nd Po inte rs

A. P. (Bert) TONKS &

SON LTD.

Res tor a tio ns Under taken

Panel s, e tc. , Mo de to

Deta il fro m Patte rns,

Com plete

Mu dg uards,

Au thenti c

Cowley nearl y ignored th e ch eck en tire ly, be­
ing the n int ent upon th e act ivities of a top ­
d ress ing plane .

T he Wadey Buick a rrived a t th e lunch break
with a pri ze ex hib it in the form of a ty re with
a th um b-sized piece of wood protru d ing p ro mi n­
en tly fro m the ce ntre of th e th read . How unlu ck y
ca n o ne be? .

Fo r th e afte rnoon run , ca rs we re aga in se n t
off at mi nut e in te rvals wit h fres h route instruc­
tion s. T he St udebaker h ad tr a vell ed barely half
a m ile wh en a front tyr e ga ve up th e struggle
wit h a resound ing re po rt ju st a t a spo t where
th er e was no room to pass. T ha t " boot" being
of no possibl e fur the r use th ey limped a long to a
sligh tly wide r, but no coole r spo t a nd th er e
received th e sy mpa thy o f o thers as th ey sque ez ­
ed ca re fully past.

The stee pness o f th e Bu rma H ill c la ime d no
vic tim this time , but recon struct ion work o n
parts o f Field 's T rack gave so me crews rath er a
shak ing. Le n will no dou bt repa ir th e lea k in
the Be n tley's pn eumati c seat cus hio n befo re next
Burm a.

T he lo vely r un d own the Parapara was a
fitt ing finish to th e 101 mil es tri al , marred fo r

Heat, not m ud, was th e ma in impression of
this year's Burma Tria l ru n und er blu e sk ies
and a sizzling su n on Sunday, Ja nu a ry 18th , o ne
o f th e ho ttest da ys th is Sum me r. In spi te o f u ni ­
ve rsed boi ling radi at o rs the ni ne tee n ca rs a ll
pe rforme d we ll. T he excep tio na lly ho t weat he r
a nd incessa nt jolting over th e middle 20 m iles
of bac k-coun try road ca use d a m inor ou tb reak
o f tyre tr ou ble and a few ot he r stoppages whi ch
cost th e loss of po in ts at in te rm edi a te ch ecks,
but a ll co m p lete d the co u rse in good tim e. ( It is
und er stood that th e tail lamp an d nu m ber p la te
see n o n th e route ha ve si nce been ret urn ed to
th e owner) .

Cars were dis pa tc hed fr om th e A .A. gr o unds,
Wanga nu i, a t o ne m in ute int ervals, sta r ting
shor tly after 10 a. m. Last years horror sec tio n
having wise ly been elim inated, th e cou rse fo l­
lo wed th e m ain route to Fordell, Man gamahu ,
Collier 's Bridge and K ak at ahi . Ro ute inst r uc­
tion s kept navigat ors active mak ing intr ica te ca l­
cula tions o f spe ed a nd ela pse d time, while dr iv­
ers and spare crew kep t a wa tch ful eye fo r elu­
sive road-signs . A t least o ne of th ese proved too
el us ive fo r Ra y So u thwa rd 's Vau xhall wh ich
missed th e M angam ahu sig n a nd sai led blit he ly
on so me five m iles towa rd H unterv ille before
rea lising that it has bee n a lo ng tim e since catch­
ing sigh t o f a ny o ther Rall y car. Ra y a nd T revor
arri ved somewhat late fo r lun ch .

Req uired speeds were fa irl y low a nd as th e
morning adva nced, crews wer e sec n ta k ing ad­
va ntage of an y pat ch of shade cas t by the a ll
too few wayside trees. A mi nu te o r two lost in
cooling off could easi ly be m ade u p befo re the
next c heck po int , but rathe r co m plica ted mat ters
for a co nsc ie n tio us navigat o r. So me who star ted
o u t wi th lo wered hood s found it best to re-erec t
them. Other s ju st go t su n burn t Not so th e
Brother ston Talbot which tr av er sed most o f
th e co urse with a la rge an d co lo urf ul paraso l
held alo ft.

T he first check poin t proved a su rpr ise and
a pu zzle to most The Marsha l th er e gree ted
each crew wi th a cryp tic co mm ent. " You a re
now five mil es fro m home and wha t is the co r­
rect d ista nce be tween ca rs w he n one is be ing
towed '?" So me did a "do u ble ta ke" a nd had
to be asked a seco nd tim e before rea lising th a t
it was a ll part o f the co n tes t an d a sensible
a nswer was expected . (Twelve fee t wo uld prob­
ably have sco re d full marks). T he little Morris
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so me by thoughts of melted tar to be clea ned off
light co lo ured bod ies.

Following th e fina l check, ca rs passed through
the ci ty tes ting sta tio n where th ey were given
a quick bu t tho rough inspectio n before ta king
part in a sho rt se ries of dr iving tes ts. This was
wit nessed by a moderate a ttendance of the pu b­
lic who we re treat ed to a br ight commenta ry
by Bob Hall o n the lo ud-speaker.

Tom Stir ling ( 1916 O verland tourer) was the
Trial wi nn er. He a nd his navigat or, C. Ro untree,
put uo a very cred itab le perfo rman ce in losing
a total of o nly 18 points. Congra tula tio ns T om.
That makes up for ha ving to retire with engine
t rouble la st yea r.

Runner-up . only two poin ts behind , was the
1930 Vauxhall pil oted by Di ck Lyth a nd Jean
Wrij ht as his capable na vigator.

The A uc kla nd 1922 A nsa ldo ran int o third
place in the ca pa ble hands of R. Jacobs a ided
a nd a tte nded by J . Irvine. (24 points lost) .

The rest of the field in orde r of merit was
as fo llows: K. Wri ght , 192 3 Alvis, 26; B. Wal ker.
192 3 A nsa ldo , 30; G . Brother ston , 1927 Talbo t.
33; F. B. Withers, 1927 Mo rgan , 35; L. So uth­
wa rd, 1930 Bentley, 36; D . She rr iff, 1926 O ver ­
land. 39; IV!. Wad ey, 19 14 Buick , 42 ; R . Port er ,
J92 3 Studebaker, 45 ; R. Lee , 1925 Morris Co w­
ley. 46; A. H illgr o ve, 1929 Willys Knight, 50;
A . Dra y, 1926 Ford T Seda n. 68 ; F. Un sworth,
1925 Sunbeam, 72 ; R. Jones, 192 3 Fiat , 74t;
J . A ckr oyd, 1927 C itreo n, 8 1; W. Cla rk, 4t L
Bentley, 88i : R. So u thwa rd , 1928 14/40 Va ux ­
hall (?) .

The Dray br other's F ord T sedan mad e a
co m pletely troubl efree run . T heir Ru xtell two­
spee d rear ax le (providing four speeds forward
and two re verse) made light work of the hill s
whi ch proved rather a hurdle to Len Sou th­
wa rd last yea r. In fact , thi s ca r is proving a
tribute 10 th e good work put int o it by the se
two yo ung Wellington member s. Ju st pri or to
Burma th ey had complet ed a tour o f so me 1700
miles.

Brian Walker was p ut o n his mettl e thi s time
not by a Studebaker a nd its th irt y d ra ug h tho rses
bu t by a no ther An sald o of simi lar model to his
ow n a nd an equally fine exa mple of the marqu e
whic h had been dri ven down fr om Au ckl and
for the eve nt.

The recent ly res tored Willys Knight coupe of
Av ro H illgr o ve was m uch ad m ired bo th as to

24

perfect ion o f th e pa in t a nd plating a nd also
trad it io nal si lence of the sleeve-valve mot o r. We
hear Av ro has effectively cured its excessive
th irst fo r oi l by so me atten tion to the oi l-rec tifier.

A no the r new comer deser ving of comme nt was
the very tidy Ov erl an d light six seda n pr esented
in a completely origi na l " as fou nd" co ndi tio n.
It is no t often th at a car thirt y-two years o ld
is found in suc h good order with pai nt a nd
uphols te ry wit ho u t fa ult. O n th e ru n, Doug was
see n to do a very smar t whee l-change, wave so me
foll o wing cars past , jump br iskl y aboa rd, sta rt
up th e mot or, release bra ke, engage gea r a nd
carefu lly let in the clutch o nly to find to his
a mazeme n t tha t the car re fu sed to budge.
Thou ghts of br oken axles a nd o the r d ire fo re­
bodings wer e quickl y di sp er sed wh en he reali sed
the jack was still under the bac k ax le.

The sturdy little Morris Co wley roadster of
Bran ch Sec re ta ry Lee performed we ll in sp ite
of there ha ving been no ch an ce to give it a test
run afte r exte ns ive engin e overhau l. Having re­
mo ved the hood a nd left it a t home for the
comfort of the d ickey-sea t passengers, Rcg a nd
his crew all co llected a good sun tan ning .

The we lco me en try of a 1925 ' Bea m, d rive n
up fro m Wellington by Frank Unswor th, nicely
rou nde d ou t th is yea rs list of Vintag e a ris to ­
cra ts.

CLUB-ROOM OPENED

Fo llowing the Burm a Tria l a socia l was held
in the new Cl ub Ro om o n the eve n ing of 18th
January. Earl y in the proce ed ings Bran ch C ha ir­
man, Pet er Willi amson, int roduced His Worsh ip
the Mayo r of Wan ganui , Mr E. A. Millward ,
who complimented the Cl u b o n its fin e ac h ieve ­
ment in acq uiring and erecting its own head­
qu arters. It was a credit to the Vintage Car Club
and to Wanganui a nd was a good exa m ple o f
team work . With assuran ces o f his a nd his Coun­
cil's co n tinu ed suppo rt a nd enco uragemen t he
officia lly decla red the build ing o pen.

Mr W. E. Fossette. P resid ent of th e A uto
Associa tion (Wa ngan ui), also spoke say ing how
pleased he was that th e C lub was mak ing suc h
good pro gress . "W ith complete sinc eri ty [ say
th at I co ns ide r the Vin tage Ca r Cl ub is do ing a
ve ry wo rt hw hile jo b in restoring a nd pr eserving
such fine exa m ples of ho nest ski ll and cra f tsman­
shi p as we sa w ta king pa rt credi tably in the o ne
hund red miles tr ial toda y over a course which
in plac es co uld almost be describe d as grue lling : '



Then, aft er keeping everyone on tenderhooks
for some minutes, he announced the results of
the Trial.

Amidst hearty a ppla use he ca lled upon Tom
Stirling to step fo rward and receive the very
handsome silve r tray trophy don at ed last year
by the A.A. (Wan ganui) for annual competition.
The trophy was acco mpanied by ano ther item
which the winner was to kee p-Hand no doubt
he would find a use fo r it! "

Responding to ca ll of "S peec h", Tom said it
was the first thing he had ever wo n. His ca r
had run well and naturally he was ver y pleased
but most o f the credit was due to his navigator ,
Mr Rount ree, who was then ca lled upon to
accept a troph y as navigator of th e winning car.

During th e eve ning some films were shown,

not abl y one recordi ng th e restorati on of th e
Watkinson Perry with commentar y by th e chief
ac to r him sel f, and one o f the Pie ton Rall y with
co mmenta ry by V.e.e. N.Z . Cl ub Ca pta in and
Chief Scr utineer Leon Witte of Christchurch .
Leon and Bill C lar k in the la tter's 4+ lit re Bent­
ley spo rts included the Burma just for good mea­
sure in their it iner ar y which covered the trip
to Auckland fo r "Ardrno re" and return via East
Ca pe where flood s were encountered. Th eir su n­
burnt faces and th e mud-pl astered Bentl ey pr o­
vided evidence o f th e ex tent o f their tra vels. We
ra ther fear the Bentl ey was not very happy with
the 18 and 20 m.p.h. avera ges called for in th e
tri al and we are sorry we missed hearing it
romp up the Burma . T he ec hoes a re pr ob abl y
still rumbl ing round the hill s.

Canterbury Notes
Vintage Car Club of N,Z. (Inc.) Canterbury Branch

Chairman: H. S. Foster Hon. Secretary: R. J. Cummins, 23 Randolph St., Christchurch
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Since the Decem ber issue o f " Beaded Wheels"
Ca nterbury Bran ch has been very ac tive quite
apa r t from Chris tmas and New Year celebrat ions
from which. we tru st. everyone has recovered . A
Jot of time has been devoted to securing suita ble
Clubrooms and at last a ' section and building has
been found wh ich would be ideal , our tha nks to
Allan Stor er. T he bu ildin g, of breeze block with
co rrug a ted as bes tos roof and lot s of wind ows is
of a pproxi ma te ly 2000 square feet , how ever a lot
of enthusiastic lab our will be requ ired befo re the
premises and section will be inhabitabl e, and most
important , lot s a nd lots of money is required,
post-haste, all co n tribu tions will be gr ate full y
received and suita bly ackno wledged .

Approva l for th e use o f the building as club­
room s has been given by the Chris tchu rc h City
Co uncil and Town Planning Auth orities su bject to ,
th ere being no ob jec tion from adjacent residents.
this problem is bein g tactfully pursued by Julian
Loughnan wh o is giving up hou rs of his time
ca lling on, and ex plain ing our activities to those
concerned.

The last wee kend o f December will be remem­
bered by man y Ca nte rbury Ve teran owners as the
enj oy a ble occas io n of the Waimat e Fes tiva l Ce le­
br ations. Th is eve nt we understand will be an
annua l one, run with the purpose of att rac ting
visitors to Waim at e during the holid ay seas on.
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Althou gh many Vetera n ow ners were un abl e to
be pr esent owing to th e holid ay period. app ro xi­
mat ely twelve cars, ten from C hristchurch and
two fro m Timaru , were there. M I' Athol Asher ,
the local agent fo r Vau xh all ca rs went to con­
side ra ble tr ouble to mak e th e weekend a success
for th e Vete ra n owne rs. As well as placing th e
serv ices of his ga rage a t their disposal , he pr ovided
a lar ge eight-roo med hou se fo r the famil ies who
had int end ed to camp.

T he weather was overcas t when approachi ng
Waim at e and on a rriving th ere it rained heavil y.
How ever, by 2 p .m. when the procession was du e
to star t, it cleared and the sun sho ne pleasantl y
fo r the rest of the a fte rnoo n. T he pr ocession
moved up the main stree t a t a snai l's pace, throu gh
the Hospital gro unds and in to the cycle tr ac k
wh en the ca rs performed in front of the man y
spec ta to rs . T he public sho wed grea t interest in th e
cars and much questi on ing of the locals was don e
by the ow ners.

T he weekend was enjoy ab le fo r two reason s,
firstl y becau se it added yet an other event to our
ca lenda r, and seco nd ly, becau se it was the first
eve n t a t which we had had the opportunity of
seeing Les Ev eretts littl e 1913 Delage, which after
a len gthy restoration now mot o rs ver y well.

Jack Wilkin s riding a 1910 Singer Motor Cycle



co m bina tio n and Jul ian Lo ughna n co mfortably
sea ted in his 1910 F.N. not co nten t with the odd
130 m iles to Waimat e stayed the night and mot or ­
ed on to Oam a ru the fo llowing day, no dou bt fo l­
lowing a scen t of some rel ic of the pas t, rumo ur
says, they had a most in teres ting inter view with
an old mot o ring identity, but doesn't say whet her
or not th ey broug ht hom e the "ga me ."

The weekend end ed sad ly for Jack, not 50 miles
from home on Su nd ay night the Singe r lost th e
head of its one and only ex ha us t va lve, how un­
lucky ca n one be after moto r ing more th an 300
mi les.

On Ne w Year 's day, ten Vet er an s set off on
their 40-od d miles run to Dunsandel and back.
an annua l invitat ion being ex tended to us from
the Dunsan del Sports Associa tion, thi s year the
wea ther was mu ch kinder and everyo ne enjoyed
th e run. It is a grea t p ity th at tool boxes are not
la rge eno ug h to acco mmoda te "c rowba rs" o r a l­
tern ati vely p erha ps, a telescop ic type co uld be
produced . AlIan Baker co nsiders th at they ar e a
most esse nti a l adj unc t to any toolk it, just befo re
leavi ng for Dunsan dcl in his Ca lthorpe Minor it
was no ticed th at one fro nt whee l had a decidedl y
drunken lean, th e result o f very high speed corner­
ing when pitted agains t a Sup er Snipe o r so me

o ther creat ure in the Wiggle-Waggle at the Nov­
ember Rall y, however a coup le of minutes with
a crowbar corrected the ca mber an gle and away
they went.

I have deci ded tha t Ca dillacs mu st have been
very pop ular cars, single cy linde r ones I am re­
ferr ing to , ther e are no fewer th an five bein g re­
stored in and around C hr istchurc h. Da ve Bo w­
mans model K is pro gressing very well, thc chassis
is finish ed , fo ur -sea te r bod y is bein g upho lstered
and rea lly a ll that remains to be do ne is the final
asse mb ly and pai n ting, he hop es to have it ready
fo r T irnaru a t Eas ter. I mus t admi t I do admi re
the man who has the courage to reb ui ld and re­
uph olster a fo ur -sea te r bod y; too many of us take
the easy way and bui ld a single sea t with box­
bac k, as l d id .

One of th ese days when so me kind person p ro­
d uces an engine, we will see Bob T ur nbull's "S iz­
a irc Naudin." I was amazed to see th e amo un t of
work Bob has do ne, th e hours spent in mak ing
me tr ic bolt s etc ., th e beaut ifull y stea m-ben t hic k­
ory chass is. fin ished varnished and slung from the
rafters of his workshop pendi ng co mp letio n, sus­
pen sion, whee ls, body a nd rad ia tor a ll ready for
asse mb ly, m udg ua rds pa inte d a nd hanging from
nails, and a tl tha t is wanted is an engine.

w . A. Clapham
29 SOUTHWARK STREET - CHRISTCHURCH
Between Manch este r and Madras Stree ts, Alon gside

Cokers Hotel PHONE 77 -47 1

Canterbury Service for

AUT O E LECTRICIAN

Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries
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Hawkes Bay Notes by Jacqueline HoH

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Hawkes Bay Branch

Chairman: O. A'deane Secretary: Mrs O. L. Kilbey, 4 Chitton Road, Napier

On Wedn esday evening, 27th January, a gap in
the areas st ill not cove red by th ose interested in
the vetera n and vintage movem ent was filled when
six teen peopl e met a t the Autom obile Association
roo ms in Na pier and decided to form the Hawkes
Bay branch o f the Vintage Car C lu b of New
Zealand . No dou bt the parade of cars dur­
ing the provinci al centenn ial procession on
November Ist did mu ch to stimulate latent in­
ter est and the visito rs from Wanganu i and Auck­
land will be pleased to know that their trip re­
sulted indirectl y in a bran ch being formed here.

Th e secre tary of the Wanganui branch, Mr R .
Lee, was goo d enough to travel to N apier for the
meetin g and help ed in no sma ll way to assist the
local peopl e with his experience . The new branch
seems well served by the pr ovision al office-bearers
who were elected as fo llows: Cha irman, Mr O.
A'deane ; Secrea ry-T reas urer, (Mrs) O. L. Kilby;
Club Capta in, Mr K. Reip er.

The Autom obil e Associat ion has alrea dy indi­
cated its willin gness to assist the new club with
the use of its spacio us meeting room as well as
the use of its proj ector and an opera tor if any
films are to be screened .

The que stion of bran ch boundari es was dis­
cussed and befo re a decision is reached there is
to be con sult ati on with neighbouring branches 10

arrive a t an amica ble arrange ment.

There is no doubt that in this di strict there is
quite a few most int er esting ca rs of va rious ages
and when the club is a litt le older mo re will be
brought along for inspection and discussion. Prob­
ably the oldes t is Mr Piet van Aschs 1898 Ben z.

It is proposed to hold monthly me etings on the
second Wednesday in each month a t the A.A.
rooms in Napier and two or thr ee events a year.
This policy was agreed on by those pr esent and it
seems to be the log ical wa y to hasten slowly.

SOLUTION TO DECEMBER QUIZZ

Severa l members came up with the co rrect
an swer , a ll giving the make o f car but dates dif­
fering by a year or two. Th ose in first were Hugh

What it was! Mercer , Barry McFed ries, Noel Sprose n, Harry
T horns, John Mcl.achl an and 1. Lucas .

The car was a 1914 Mod el "32 " Hupmobil e
of the type which pion eered man y fam ou s ser­
vice car routes, po wer ed by a 4 cylind er mon o­
bloc engine with a curious plate instead of con ­
ventional valve plugs. Our phot ograph was taken
outside the Rutherford homestead at "Leslie
Hill s" , Cu lverde n.

What is it?

The latest car qui z fo r Beaded Wheel s Readers,
see if you ca n identi fy the car in th is photo
and post your guess to the Edit or, 20 H ackthorne
Road, Christchurc h. The names of the know­
ledgeable togeth er with othe r int ere sting details
of the ma chi ne will appea r in the next issue .

As much detail as possible please!
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Wellington Notes Warwick Johnston

Chairman: W. Johnston

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Wellington Branch

Mrs V. Southward, 14 Massey Cres., Lower Hutt
Secretaries: Mrs Maxwell, 7 Tawa Sr., Lower Hutt

As with everyon e else, no do ubt, th e Festi ve
peri od h as c u t int o thi s quarter but neverthele ss
we ha ve got one good Rall y to tell you a bo u t­
the E astbourne M ardi-Gras Rally on 24th J anu­
ary. Having got some go od an d useful exper ience
under our belts as a result o f th e Hutt Vet er an
R ally of N o vember 1958 we approached thi s one
with much less trepid ati on a nd looking ba ck we
can now savo ur the swe et sme ll of succes s. The
we ather-man tr eated us just fin e too , (he has done
for weeks now) it was re al vintage weather in
fact, ju st like fol ks used to have back in th e o ld
days.

The Wanganui co ntinge n t join ed in with us
ag ain with the same good sp ir it. They motored
d own on the Sa tur da y morning, sta ye d overnigh t
and set off for home agai n abo ut mid-da y Sunda y.
They brought so m e new talent in Maurie W ad ey
in a 1914 Buick , A vr o H illgrove in a 1929 Willys­
Knight, and J . Ackro yd in a 1927 C itroen . The
second-timers were Bert T o nks and the 191 3
Daimler, Mr and Mrs Vie Case ley in th eir
1914 Bui ck a nd K en a nd Jean Wright. Ken
had garaged the 1909 T albot loc ally since the
November show so he a nd Je an ca me down
in the 1923 Alvis, but so me reports have it
th at the trip was not without some fri endly dif­
ferences of opinion as to whether it is wa rm er
travelling hood-up or hood-down . Le vin had a
worthy representati ve in T revor Hudson who
brought hi s famil y down in hi s fine 1925 Au stin.
He told me th at this car had done o nly 8000 miles
when he got it after having spent 25 years of its
life on block s-even now the mil eag e is onl y
12,000 so it sho uld be cap a ble o f turning out a t a
lot more rallies ye t.

Rex P orter ferried "Buster" ov er the " hill " o n
it tr ailer and Jack Keedwell motored his Stude­
baker fo r the sa me journey.

H ome-town entrants had a co uple of new­
co mers in Frank Un sworth 's 1925 Sunbeam and
Len Southwa rd's recently acquired Bentl ey (ex
G lassy Gray, Auckland) which wa s driven for th e
d ay by Mr R . P oynton, father of Cl ub Ca pta in
Mike Poynton . Our seco nd timers were All an and

Colin Dray in their Model T, Bill Delany and the
1902 Crestmobile, Vera Southward a nd co-secre­
tary W ynn M axweJl brought al ong th e Swift , R ay
Southward drove th e very attractive 190 5 D arracq ,
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w hile Len So u thwa rd d rove th e IS08 Hol sm an
buggy. H e had th e misfortune to be the o nly
casualty o f th e da y w he n a tyre came off but
some de ftl y applied fricti on tap e was suff icien t to
en able him to see out the d ay. N oel Whittaker
drove L eri 's immaculate Mod el T sed an a nd Barry
Sullivan was a bo ard th e F ire Engin e. Last but not
least was Hu gh Webley wh o added in teres t by
entering his B.S.A. mot orcycle a nd wicker work
sidecar.

You ca n see therefore th at we had a mi ght y
fine line-up to fa ce th e sta r te r a t Stevcns M ot ors
in the Hi gh Stre et and a ll got away in line style
for th e T ime Tri al th rou gh th e Hutt a nd Petone
and o n round th e Bay Road . Al though on e o r
tw o took a w ro ng turnin g here a nd there, ge tt ing
temporarily lost for their lack o f pains . eve ryo ne
eventually a rr ived at the Recreation Gro u nd a t
E astbourne . H ere , a ft er a ll th e cars jo in ed in a
G rand Parade before a n admi ring a ud ience. th ey
wer e put through their paces in a se ries of driv in g
tests, finish ing up with a slo w motion co n tes t
whi ch was won by Barry Sulli van o n the M odel T
F ire Engin e. (F ire engi ne win s s low race-how
iro nica l! Ed .)

Ever yon e th en repaired to the ne arby foot ball
club hall wh ere th e Businessmen 's Asso ciat ion
turned on a bullet m eal and so me of th e neces­
sa ry to wa sh it d own a nd a most welc o me rep ast
it was.

T o roun d off th e day , dr ivers, crew s an d fr iends
then gathered a t wh at a re joc ula r ly term ed o ur
Seaview C lub R ooms-the cafe teri a o f So ut h­
wa rd Engineering Co.- fo r a noggin , a natter , a
co uple of films and so m e sup pe r a nd wh ile every­
o ne wa s together, th e pri zes were presented to
th e day 's best performers. The pr emier award , the
Muritai C ha llenge C up for the aggregate points
for a ll eve n ts, went to Ray Southward wh o had
driven the 1905 Darracq to ga in 841 o ut o f a pos­
s ib le 1000 . This wa s ac cla imed a most p opular
win . Other placegetters were :

Veteran sec tio n-Time tr ial : V. C asel ey, 1914
Bui ck ; C o neo urs : K . Wright, 1909 T albot : Driv­
ing test s : R . Southward. 1905 Darracq .

Vintage section- Time trial: V. Southward,
1925 Swift a nd J . K eedwell. 1923 Studebaker
(d ead-heat) ; Conco urse : N . Whittaker , 1<)26 Model
T Ford; Driv ing tests: J. Wri ght, 1923 Alvis.



Otago Notes Charlie Brown

Chairman: R. E. N. Oakley

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Otago Branch

Secretary: B. Mooney, 34 Kilgour St., Roslyn, Duoedio.

Christmas Party

T he annua l Christmas party was held at she
clubrooms o n th e evening of Sa turday, D ecemb er
13th . Joe Ca ssin turned up to rep rese n t Cen tra l
Ot ago. and to prove once and for all that he is
st ill a live and kicking. T here was qu ite a good
crowd, and the clubroom s look ed ver y gay in
their Christmas wrapping. Than ks to Joe Go ugh
who donat ed two Christma s trees, and Go rdon
Sh arpe wh o brought alon g his radiogram to pro­
vide music fo r dan cin g. It was nice to see mem­
ber s bring their wives. Bob Oak ley was " pre­
sented" with a ba ll and cha in as a reminder to
his approaching marriage-s-No reflecti on on Jud y,
of co urse! All in a ll, ano ther highly success ful
funct ion.

Fifth Dunedin-Brlghton Run

After five yea rs' running. it seems impossible
th at the weather ca n be any thing but fine and
sunn y for the Bright on ru n, and so it was when
Du ncdins Festi val Week once aga in co mme nce d
with the lin eup of ca rs in the Octagon . T he offi­
cia ting V.l.P. th is year was Adm ira l Dufek ,
U.S.N ., wh o with a Un ion Jack and a ch eery
wo rd sta rted a ll th e cars. A sugges tion he mad e
during his opening address was a goo d one th at
the club co uld well bear in mind-that perhap s
the 105th Fes tiva l Week co uld ope n with a moon
race for veteran spa ce sh ips.

Th e number of sta rters was down on previou s
yea rs, there being nineteen car s and fou r motor­
cycles . New appear ances amongs t th e ca rs were
the Atkinson ' Bros. 1914 Star, Jud y Oakley's
1912 Regal , and Alan Pearces Mod el T , and
amo ngst the motor-cycles we saw Ni el McMil­
lan 's 1917 Rove r. Quite a few regul ar competi ­
tor s of pa st years were a bsent thi s time due no
doubt to the number o f other veteran ralli es
whi ch will tak e place in the South Island bet ween
now and Eas ter.

Th e run itself proved most unevent ful , no
br eakdowns or incidents, which points, perhaps,
to a genera l incre ase in mech ani cal standards a nd
is as it sho uld be. On the runs to and fro m Brigh­
ton nobody a rrived late, in fact the general cas e
seemed to be once again tha t to o much time was

29

allo wed, resulting in co mpetito rs eith er having
to travel below their co m forta ble crui sing speed
or wait just sho rt of the contro l until their time
was up . T o overc0!T!e this on the homeward
journey, the four competitors in Secti on I, i.e .,
Merv . Winter 's W olsel ey, Alec Casey in McKen­
zies De Di ou, th e Mclvor Bros' De Dion, and
Ned Sutherland 's De D ion, decided rather than
take the 80 minutes all otted , they would all do
the trip in 50 minutes exactly, and so lose the
sa me num ber of points each . The sc heme ca me
und one, however, when Ned Sutherland had a
puncture on Lo ok out Point. He made a valient
effort rem oving the tyre and tube a nd driving th e
remaining 2 miles on the rim. No damage to the
rim , but by arri ving late he lost less points,

At the Brighton Dom ain, the usual field tests
were held , on ce again under th e bat on of Jack
Lem on, of the A.A, To pr ovide a cha nge, no
time lim it was placed on the tests, as had been
done in the past, but thi s proved rather em bar-

RUSSELL'S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street

DUNEDIN, C.l

Take plea sure in offering our
readers the benefit of a change, and
their worthy steeds a rest cure, by
having at your disposal our fleet
of modern larg e and small cars and

mot or scooters.

Phones

BUSINESS 77-719

AFTER HOURS 39-762



rassing, as all th e competitors complet ed all bu t
one test witho ut loss o f marks.

After th e tests, a slow race was held a ro u nd
the circula r trac k on th e doma in , a nd then down
the len gth of th e inner field. T here was no ac tua l
winne r, but the W olsel ey of A lf Wooll ett a nd
severa l Model Ts we re left to circ u la te in defi n ­
tely a t the sa me speed. It was qu ite obvio us th at
a competit ive eve nt of thi s natur e is a mu ch
grea ter crowd pleaser th an th e norm a l tests
a nd more even ts invol vin g ' a ll or severa l ca rs to­
gethe r could well be inc orporated in fu ture eve nts.

A fter th e cars had returned to Dunedin, an
info rm al gat he ring was held in th e Clubroorns.
Well a tte nde d, it pr ov ed an exce llent way of fill­
ing in time unt il d in ner, but it was un fortunat e
thit th e beer ra n o ut. T his is a no ther point th at
will hav e to be correc ted fo r fu tu re events .

Brown H ou se was th e ven ue for th e p rize­
giv ing and dance in the eveni ng. Not as we ll
a ttended as in pre vious yea rs, partly becau se of
fewer co mpe titors, bu t th ere were very few local s
to be see n. The evening, like th e da y was very hot ,
a nd much be tter su ited to a dr ive in an op en ca r
than a d an ce, ho wever, with so many cars about
this cou ld not ha ve bee n an exc use for many .
M ichael gave h is cus to ma ry eloquent speech
and th e tr oph ys were p resented by M rs Mc lnnes,
wife of th e presiden t of the A .A.

T he result s were as fo llows:-
Class I, R. D . a nd D . K . Mc lvor, 1907 De

Dio n; Class 2, A. A. Baker , 19 13 Ca ltho rpe; Class
3, J. Oakley, 1912 Regal ; Field Tests, R . Carter,
1915 Mode l T, J . R . Lindsay, 1916 M odel T ;
Concours D 'Elega nce, R . G. and A. S. A tk inso n ,
1913 Sta r, 2nd Regal , J rd Wolse ley, Ca ltho rp e;
All-o ver E vent, 1. Oak ley, 1912 Re gal ; M ot or­
cycles. Co nco urs D 'Elegan ce, 1. W. Lawry, 1910
F .N . Even t wi nner, J . Lawry , 1910 F. N.

Progr amm es fo r the Duned in-Brighton Run
thi s year were given away on th e Sa tur day morn­
ing o f th e run. In finit ely easier than se lling th em.
Than ks to Bill Brarn well and F ra nk Bert ensh aw
who be tw ee n the m so ld mos t of th e advertis ing;
a lso Tony Ca rro ll wh o designed th e a ttrac tive
cover.

Ca rs shifting around la tely are: Stanton's
(C h ristc hurch) 14/45 T albot to Joe Cassin (Alex­
andra); Tony Ca rre ll's 14 '40 Va uxh all to Trevor
Ti mrns: Ala n Bryce's M inerva sa loon to Bri an
M oo ney; Brian M idd lem iss' Aust in 7 to th e Car
Wreckers. an d a 14 140 D elag e (C hr istc hurch)
bou ght by Max Jarni eson.
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Brighton '59

N ow th e ra lly ou t to Brighton
Was as usu al a success,

And a ll th e cars co mpeti ng
Showed a high sta te of finesse.

All assemb led a t th e ga rage
Brig ht an d ea rly for th e start ,

An d th en m ot ored up in co nvoy
T hro ug h D unedins busi ness hea r t.

T he n when sett led in th e Oc tagon.
T hey waited for Dufek,

To sta rt them oft' a long the rou te
In a m ann er circu mspect.

The d rivers of the en tered cars
A ll did th eir very bes t.

Though th e p ubl ic on the waysi de
Were, as usual, q ui te a pest .

So up th e hill to Looko ut Point ,
An d down the o ther s ide .

An d all on such a lovely day
E njoyed th eir Brig hto n ride .

The dr iving tests on th e Doma in
Well do ne by the A.A .

Completed th e enjoymen t of
A sa tisfy ing day .

WANTED

For publication in Beaded W hee ls

I he following artid es

1. New Zealand's Motoring History.

2. Restoration Technique.

(a ) Painting, (b ) Upholstery,

(c) Body Building, etc.

3. Rare Cars which came to New Zea­

land, their past and their fate.

By the Way, Have YOU

Bought a Subscription to

BEADED WHEELS



And then when a ll return ed to to wn,
T hey up to the Cl ubrooms we nt,

And while they a ll refreshed themselves
Di scussed how the day was spen t.

T he hon ou rs of th e day we re sha red
By two ca rs quite restored ,

So excellen tly turn ed ou t
Th at we rightl y d id app la ud .

Unluck y incidents wer e nil ,
And all ear s mad e the gracle,

So eve ryo ne received their plaque
T ha t were-this yea r- no t dela yed .

There was no ru sh to spo il th e fun
N o tim e lost in dela y,

So do co me back agai n nex t yea r
To co mpete o n Brigh ton Day.

Lee Stream Picnic

The usu al picnic was held in beaut iful wea the r
a t Lee Strea m o n the Sun da y foll owin g the Brigh-

ton R un. T he ve teran ca rs to ma ke th e journey
being Ray Ca rte r 's Mod el T, Ala n Pearce 's Mode l
T , Judy Oa kIcy's Regal , a nd Lyn Go ugh 's Bui ck.
R epresen tin g th e vi ntage sectio n, were Joe
Goughs Fia t, Er ic O 'H ara's 4{ Bentl ey, Trevor
Tirnrns 14/40 Va ux ha ll and the Turnbull 's A us tin
7. T he o nly casu alt y of the da y was the Regal' s
fa n, whi ch too k off in the d irecti on of the radi­
ator. Vio lent chewing up of six packets of gum
fai led to fix the leak, and so it was tow ed home.

Af ter lu nch, everyo ne took turns to dri ve each
oth er s ca rs up a nd down the ro ad. T he R . O 'C .
Sh iel troph y, an nua lly pr esen ted for no reason a t
a ll, th is year was give n to Joe Gough a nd his
Fia t 5 10 fo r being ther e bea u tif ully tu rn ed o ut
two years ru nni ng . A bo tt le of whis ky, donat ed
by (vI I'S Shicl was divided (on the spo t) between
the ow ne rs of th e three vin tage cars present. Most
peopl e did not lea ve unt il six, as the wea the r was
still fine a nd sunny .

Waikato Notes L. H. F. Death.

Chairman: E. H. Brown.

Veteran and Vintage Car Club (Waikato)

Secretary: D. Hall, P.O. Box 924, Hamilton.

With th e in terve n tio n of th e Christmas holi ­
days, C lu b ac tivi ty has bee n rat her quiet since
the last notes. During th e period, how ever, the
Cl ub has suffered a gr ievou s loss in that M r
Geo. G illtra p has now le ft New Zea la nd and has
moved to Brisbane, so th at his spa rkling person­
a lity a nd his splend id M useu m of vete ra n and
vintage cars is lost to us.

We wo uld lik e to tak e thi s op portunity of wish­
ing him the very best of luc k in his new locale .
It is no t gen erally known just ho w much phi l­
a nth ro pic work Geo rge did beh ind the scenes,
fo r va rio us deservin g o rga nisa tio ns a nd cha ri ties.

On Friday , 13th Fe bruary, the film "Around
the World in Eighty D ays" had its prem iere in
Ham ilton , a nd th e Club was as ked to put o n a
Ve tera n a nd Vi ntage ca r par ad e term inat ing a t
the th eat re, to mark the occasion .

T his had to be laid o n in ra the r a hurry, as
we had bu t four days no tice, but fo rt una tely
Waika to en thus ias ts are kee n types a nd we were
able to turn o u t nine ca rs, all locals except Messrs
Steel an d Jelaca fro m Huntly .

T hey wer e: Ben z 1897 (Gart h Hu gh es), Ve lic
1925 (Ma lco lm Bremner), Morri s Cowley 1925 ,

31

( L. G . H. Slade), Essex 1923 (Lo u Roberts), Ford
A Beau ty (To ny Jelaca), Ford A 1929 (Roy
Rowe), Bu ick 1924 (Norma n Stee l), Stutz 1929
(Ba rry Cornwa ll), Cadill ac-La- Sall e (T om Rash­
leigh ).

Friday evening traffic in Ham ilton is qu ite
someth ing so th at it was nec essar y to co nsult th e
traffic peopl e, a nd the wri ter was fo rt una te in
ha ving th eir full co -opera tio n, so that ever ything
we nt o ff very smoothly.

T he Velie men tion ed in the abo ve parade has
bee n pr esented to the C lu b by G eo . G illtra p upon
his dep ar ture fo r Au strali a . It is a large six­
cylinde r tourer, in goo d mech ani cal orde r, tho ugh
so me bod y-wo rk needs tid ying up. It is appar­
ent ly ve ry reli a ble a nd ha s quite a good tu rn
of speed.

T he Club co- op era tes with the Hamilton Car
Clu b from tim e to tim e a nd we have been in vited
to a tte nd th ei r grass tr ack rac e meeting at
Wah ar oa , on Fe bru ary 22nd, at wh ich th ey hope
to include a Veteran and V intage parade as one
of the eve nts.

A Rall y, o n the lin es o f th e A uck la nd Clu b's
Rotorua Rall y, is bein g a rrange d , with ve nue at
Morrin sville, pr o babl y aft er Easter.



To the Editor Classified Advertisements

Dear Mad am,

Your recent excellent article. Rel iability in
1907, tempts me to ad d wha t I have lea rn ed of
th e 1907 Re liabili ty T ria ls an d Petrol Cons ump­
tion Test.

This year 1907, th e Ca n terb u ry Au to mo bile
Associati on held a tri al fr om C hristc hurch to
Dunedin . The troph y, th e Hum ber Vase . This
is th e handsome silve r rosebowl 14 inches in
di ameter a nd sta nd ing 16 inch es high a nd was
won by th e lat e E. F. D orrnan , th en a res ident
o f Lincoln. a nd is now in th e possession of hi s
so n, W. F. D orrn an , of Happy Valley Stati on ,
Welli ngt on . Mr D orman d ro ve a Rov er de scri bed
to me as a Ball Bearing, and was acco mpan ied
by three companion s, a Mr Sm ith, Mr Borthwick
and an other wh ose nam e is not kn own . I am told
that Mr Dorman was th e firs t in C ante r bury to
fit a n extra air a ttach me nt to a car, thi s no doubt .
a ided him in winning thi s tri al. Also the Rover
dri ven by Mr A. W. Sm ith in th e N o rth Ca n ter­
bury r un ma y ha ve bee n th e sa me ca r.

A ph ot o o r the Hum ber Vase is enclosed, a nd
as ca n be seen it is in a wonderful sta te a fte r
50 odd yea rs .

May be so me Ca nterbu ry read er m ay know
something of th e hi story o f thi s even t, if so I
wo uld be gr at eful for any furth er informat ion .

You rs fa ith fully ,

H . G. Thorn s.
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CLASS IFIED A DV ERTI SEMENTS RAT ES

CLU B MEM BE RS: Free for first three lines
(approx. 25 words); thereafter 1/- per line (8
words) .

NON -MEM BERS: 5 /- fo r first three lines or less;
thereafter 1/- per line .

To be accepted all advertisements must be typed
and be accompanied by the necessary rem ittance
and must be in the hands of the Editor not later
than the 15th day of the mon th before pu blica tion
date.

Special display adver tisements of cars for sa le
complete with photos may be insert ed at special and
verv reasonable ra tes. for deta ils of which service
write io the Edito r.

HAS ANYONE two new Dunlop 30 x 3} BE
Tyres with tread de signs not mat ch ing '? I have .
a nd would like to make a swa p so we ca n ha ve
a true pair each. Repl y to Rex Pe -ter. Ander­
so ns Ltd ., Ca r terto n.
W ANTED : Urgently. 8 15 x 105 B.E . tyres for
Wolseley . All th at is needed to mak e ca r mobile.
W. D . Read . 66 Nor folk Stree t, D un ed in .
WANTED : A nyone knowi ng whe rea bou ts of
Morgan 3 Wheeler. either goi ng o r rest ora ble,
please write G . Vogth err, p.a. Box 7 1, Hastings.
WANTED: Four speed (preferred) gearbox, o r
normal th ree spee d box fo r 1927 Stutz Stra igh t
8. N. F . Sprosen, r .o. Box 93, Blenheim .
WANTED : Six cylinde r An sald o eng ine. or
bloc k a nd man ifold . Any co nd itio n . Write H . G .
Th orns. J5 Wak efield Street . Lo wer H ut t.
WANTED: Informati on , p ho tos. co n tac t with
a no ther o wne r o f 1914 16 h.p . Darracq . Al so
genuine lamps, horn. rad iat or ca p. Wari ck John­
sto n, 176 Gracefield Road , Low er Hutt.
FOR SA LE : Lea Francis engine. 63m m . bo re,
1924-2 8. G ood o rde r, o ther parts a vail able . Price

.£1 5 th e lot. Rob Th ornson , 24 M ech anic Street,
Dun edin , N .E .I .
FOR SALE : 1923 Su nbea m 14/40, ju st restored .
new paint . e tc . Very good cond ition. motors very
well Al so 2 mot ors a nd numerous o the r spares .
Further particul ars from K . W. Parker, 12
Edrnond Stree t, C hris tc hurch.
FO R SA LE: New parts 1926 Mo de l A.C. ca r, 6
cy linde r. Contac t D . J . Benfell. 162 Ma in So u th
Road, G reen Island, Duned in.
FOR SA LE: 1922 Citroen, 3-sea te r cabr iolet,
£ 100 is sta r ting figure fo r haggli ng. Contac t Pete r
C larkso n, 95 Rose Stree t. Sp rey do n, C h ristchurch .
FOR SALE : 1923 C hevro let 4 T ourer. qu ite
good co nd itio n. tyre s good, hood good . min or
adj us tments needed . £45 cash . Con tact J . W.
Foot e, 23 Park Avenue, T ak apuna , Auckland .



1958. En route to Beauli eu the " G olden Arrow"
was on displ ay a t the G ood wood mo to r raci ng
circu it during the R.A.C. Touris t T ro phy race
on September 13th . After a tour of the circ uit
before the race began it was on view in the
paddock .

Castrol Also Present Engine of " Flying Spray"
T he Rolls Royce di esel engine which powered

Cap tain George Eyston 's record breaking "Flying
Spray" a lso arrived a t Beauli eu on September J5.
With thi s engine Ca ptai n Eys to n atta ined a speed
of 159 m.p.h . a t the Bonnevile Sa lt F la ts. Uta h,
in 1936. a diesel eng ine record whic h stoo d fo r
J6 yea rs.

Worlds land Speed Record Holder 1929 at 231.,'

THE GOLDEN ARROWJ Presented

CASTROL PRESENT " GOLDEN ARROW"

TO MONTAGU MUSE UM

On Ma rc h 12th , 1929. just 30 years ago. Sir
Henry Seagrave recaptu red the wo rld's land
spee d recor d fro m A me rica by averagi ng over
231 m.p.h. in the famo us "G olden Arrow".

C. C. Wak efield & Co . Ltd. , who have cared
fo r the ca r in recent yea rs and on whose Castro l
o il the record was bro ken. have presented the
"Golde n Arr ow" to Lord Mon tag u's Mot or
Mu seum at Beaulieu.

The car will be on view in the Racing Ca r
Record Breakin g Sec tion fro m September 15th ,

OIL COMPANY H.Q. WILL BE NEW

LONDON LANDMARK

Co ntr ibuting to the rapid cha nges ta king plac e
in the sky line of London will be Castro l H ou se,
new headquarters o f the Wakefield Gro up of
Co mpa nies in Maryleb on e Road. It will be situ­
a ted between Ba ker Stree t and Edgwa re Road ,
immedia tely faci ng Maryle bo ne Town Hall.

T he new building. which it is hop ed will be
completed by the end of J959, will be one of the
most outs ta nding in the country. T he island site
will be covered by gr ound and firs t floor s only
and sur mou nted by a tower reaching to a tot al
height of 16 storeys and 170 fee t. T he design
gives an a tmosphere of spac io usness and affords
the maximum of light and air to the in terior of
the building . Accom mo da tio n will he pro vided
fo r 100 cars in a spacious unde rground ca r pa rk.

Specia l fea tures of the building include a bat­
tery of elec tronica lly con tro lled passenger lifts
travelling at 500ft. per mi nut e. and radiant cei l­
ing panels which have bee n chosen in place of
convent ional radiators.

It is anticipa ted the open ing of Ca strol H ouse
will coincide with thr ee Wakefield Ju bilees- the
lOath anniversary of Lord Wakefield's birth. the
60th annive rsa ry of the fo rma tio n of C. C. Wa ke­
field and Co . Ltd . and the 50th anniversa ry of
the int roduct ion of Cas trol.
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