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The Club is at present passing through a stage of very
considerable and rapid growth. Branches have recently
been formed in Southland, Wellington, Marlborough and
Hawkes Bay and there are further branches in the course
of formation in Melson and the Bay of Plenty. To these
new branches a very sincere welcome is extended,

It is a suitable time to take stock of ourselves and our
activities particularly in regard to the evenis which we
run. At present there appears to be rather a tendency on
the part of Branches to concentrate on running too many
major events which entail a lot of organisation both be-
fore and during the event, a considerable expenditure of
money, and perhaps a little too much organised com-
petition for members at the evems. In Canterbury, at
least, there seems to be a large body of opinion which
favours the holding of more small informal events rather
than large highly organised ones. The reasons for this
seem 1o be that the amount of work and effort put into
organizing and running the events does nol appear lo
bring the return either in enjoyment or financial reward
that would normally be expected. Then there is the ques-
tion of support for events run by branches and in this
regard new branches and established branches would do
well to remember that there are only a certain number
of events held in each year to which any one member can
be expected to travel with his car because of the time
factor and the expense involved,

MNew branches particularly should not be over ambitious
in trying to organize large events with a view to attracting
members from other branches, particularly if these new
evenls are put on al comparatively short notice and in
close proximity to established events. If branches want to
obtain the maximum support for a large event in their
territory they should plan it well ahead, at a distance of
not less than six months, and give the MNational Executive
full warning so that it can be included in the calendar of
events which is drawn up in August of cach year.

The Mational Rally to Picton last year was a great
sugcess but had it been repeated in Movember of last year
it would not have been a success because such events
should be held at not less than vearly intervals and at a
fresh venue each year. The National Rally to Timaru in



Easter of this year should be a success and merits
the support of every member. It is to be hoped
that for 1960 one of our MNorth Island Branches
will find a suitable venue and occasion to hold
a Mational Rally and this too should prove a
success provided that sufficient warning is given
to members.

As far as branch events are concerned it
appears often times that the brunt of supporting
all South Island events falls on the Canterbury
Branch because of its geographical situation in
the middle of the Island and because of its large
membership. At the present time it appears that
the Canterbury Branch members have been fully
extended in being asked to support events and

other branches should not expect too much of
them. Each member of this Club is an individual,
his car is his own property and if a member
chooses nol to support a particular event then
it is his own particular and personal business.

There is, however. one corollary to the pro-
position that there should not be too many major
events and that is that branch funds may be
depleted more rapidly if there is no income from
the holding of major events. Members however,
must face this problem when and as it arises
fully aware, however, that it may fall on each of
them to supplement the branch funds by some
other means.

Northern Natter . .

by Sun Bemt

Auckland Veteran & Yintage Car Club (Inc.)

President: R. Cope

Hon, Secretary: N. C. Adams

Auckland Editor: N. C. Adams, 66 Wairoa Road, Devonport, Auckland

It was a very nice thought on Club Caplain
John Irvine’s part to hold a picni¢ run to Waiwera
Beach on the Sunday morning after the Annual
Prize Giving Dance Evening. There is nothing
like the sparkling Waitemata (waters) and refresh-
ing sea breezes for cooling tired feet and sleepy
heads.

Unfortunately with the Christmas Holiday per-
iod intervening there have been no events but the
scene is all set for the Annual Rotorua Rally on
28th February, 1959. As usual for this evenl, a
very full entry list has been received. There
are a number of new cars for members inspec-
tion and, given a better break with the weather
this year, all records will be broken.

For the first time both the Hamilton and
Wanganui Clubs have been invited 1o compete
on equal terms for our splendid bunch of trophies.
It is sincerely hoped that our visitors will make
off with a fair share of “swag.” There is nothing
like a spot of competition to keep our lads on
their mettle and may the best men and cars win.

Club membership continues to grow and whilst
regrettfully few new members bring with them
delectable machinery we nevertheless are still
graced with some notable finds. What price a
Barley, for instance, which will be seen at Roto-
rua this vyear.

We hear that parts have now been received for
Mr Seccombe Senior’s 44 Litre Bentley and he
promises that soon this will be on the roads

again, resplendent and in full glory.

Earl Gill's 1923 23/60 Vauxhall has just com-
pleted a wvery full tour of the South lsland.
Although this car has been in the Club for a
long while, Earl is the first person to really care
for it and very nice il looks, loo, since it has
been in his hands.

Messrs Ron Jacobs and John Irvine took the
former’s 1923 4-cyl. Ansaldo down to Wanganui
for the “Burma.” very successfully lifting a third
place in the process. Congratulations. Tim
Seccombe’s 3 Litre Bentley unhappily succumbed
with a broken ¢/w and p. at Hamilton and there-
fore failed to reach Wanganui. Hard luck, Tim.

A very thorough overhaul of a 1928 Arrol
Johnson nears completion by R. Oldfield, G.
Mocks early Durant represents most meritorious
efforts also, whilst we may even vet see at Roto-
rua Bernard MeGinn's lovely 6§ Litre Bentley in
polished chassis form—and what a chassis! Jim
Chapples Rolls appears bigger and better than
ever having been given a thorough top overhaul.

Our Secretary continues to neglect almost all
else in favour of restoration jobs, his third con-
tribution to the Club being an immaculate 1929
Austin 7 Chummy. Restoration of the fourth, the
ex-Peter de Roo Bentley, is now under wav, but
like the Austin 7 involves stripping to the last
nut and bolt, which applies also to his house, for
it, too, will have to be taken apart to get the
finished article out!



Mumerous other members have made lengthy
holiday trips in their old machinery, once again
proving the worth and ability of the Vintage car.

Finally, we would like to mention that Garth
Hughes is once again sportingly taking the 1896
Benz over the hills from Tirau to Rotorua and
our local Soothsayer and Rain Maker, D. Cam-
eron, will be donning his underwater gear for
another little dash from Auckland to Rotorua and
back in the old 1905 Sizaire Maudin—in which
he travels, on one lung true to Veteran tradition,
al a smart 40 or so sans sCreen, sans b'ﬂ'ﬂd, n
fact, sans practically everything bar good spirits.

After the Rotorua Rally, the Committee have

plans for organising, in conjunction with the
Auckland Motor Scooter Club, a grand picnic
outing for the Crippled Children’s Homes at
Takapuna,

It has now been decided to welcome any mem-
bers who may care to restore old motor-cycles
and it is hoped eventually that we shall have quite
a showing of such machines al events. Motor
cycles can quite easily be restored in the back
bedroom or even in a corner of the lounge, so
here is an opportunity for those members who
have no garage!

A Calcott of circa 1914 vintage has been found
and is to be restored by our President, Roy Cope.

Road Test No. |7

In the issue of the Motor for July 23rd, 1907, a
large display advertisement announced o the
world that the Roval Automobile Club had placed
an order lor yet another three-seater car for the
work of instructing driving pupils and for con-
ducting examinations. The display took the form
of printing in full the letter from their London
agents to the makers of the car, proclaiming the
glad tidings to them and ending that they “have
no doubt whatever that this car will serve the
E.A.C. at least as well as the 9 h.p. car which we
supplied in 1902, which car is still in use, and as
well as the 14 hop, which 1 supplied to them in
February, 1906." Obviously, the makers were
producers of a machine of no ordinary rugged-
ness for a 1902 model lo survive five years of such
treatment as must have been meted out to it in
the days when. even amongst the experts, silent
changes were regarded as a bit “sissy.”

The proud recipients of the tidings were the Star
Engineering Company, of Wolverhampton, which
had its modest beginnings as the Star Cycle Co.,
like so many of the pioneers of the motor-car. A
family business from its inception, it was run by
two brothers Lisle at the time, around 1897 or
1898, when they obtained the manufacturing
rights for Benz designs which were marketed as
the Star-Benz. It is obvious that the Lisles were
good engineers and proud of the fact since these
early machines apparently have their brand—a
six-pointed star—stamped or cast on almost every
part to show that the cars were, in fact, made by
them and not merely imported and assembled.
The fact that they woke up early on to the facl
that the Benz design was not likely o continue
selling indefinitely (long before Carl Benz himself

1913 STAR
by A. A. Anderson.

realised this!) and evolved relatively conventional
designs of their own for small chain-driven cars,
also speaks well of their engineering acumen!

These prospered and grew up via the machines
of the Roval Automobile Club choice in 1907 to
the point where two cars were entered for that
epic struggle—the 1914 T.T. in the Isle of Man,
one of the two team cars being driven by Dick
Lisle himself and the other by R, F. L. Crossman.
These T.T. cars were stripped versions of their
standard sporting chassis, their special 4-cylinder
engines measured 90 m.m. x 1295 m.m., giving a
capacity of 3,308 cc., with which they could do
96 m.p.h. at a mere 3.000 r.p.m. Though neither
car finished, they proved fast and reliable though
no match for the Sunbeams, Minervas ar Straker-
Squires which dominated proceedings. However,
the fact that these were virtually standard chassis
has always intrigued the writer, who has always
presumed that they were derived largely from the
15 hp. sporting chassis which Stars themselves
always claimed to be the “Fastest 15 hp. Car
Made.” He had heard of none in existence and
certainly had, up until the “Brighton 1959, never
expected to sec one in the flesh.

Mevertheless, amongst the line-up at Otago
Maotors there was lo be seen just such a machine—
the magnificent three-seater car No. 4404, meticu-
lously restored by the brothers Atkinson, of Brigh-
ton. It had come lo them as a pile of rusty bits,
a legacy from a disillusioned syndicate who had
discovered the car in Central Otago and brought
it home only to give up in despair at the amount
of work requiring to be done. (See photograph).

It is to the Atkinson’s lasting credit that, pre-
sented with such an obviously far gone machine,



WHEN GRANDFATHER DROVE HIS CAR
FIRESTONE TYRES WERE “HAND MADE"

The ‘*horseless carnage’ opened up a new industry away back in the early 1900%.
The new industry was tyre making!

Muscle and patience were called for to stretch a tread around the fabric body of

a tyre. Each tyre was vulcanised twice—before and after the treads were cemented
to the fabric bodies.

Yet even in those days. FIRESTONE lead for quality. In 1903 FIRESTONE’S
Staff of 27, working in an old foundry building. made rubber tyres for buggies. In
1906 FIRESTONE was turning out the “new straight-side tyre™ to meet the popular
demand for motor car tyres.

From a humble beginning to a world wide organisation—that's the FIRESTONE
story. But despite modern technology. FIRESTONE has never lost sight of its old
ideal —“FIRESTONE TYRES must be built to hold the confidence and trust of
the buying public”,




they have strongly resisted all templations to
outdo the original mikers and their adherence to
original specification clinched the very close win
in the Brighton Concours d'élégance. Running
into such tvpical difficulties as being unable to
obtain imported “armoured cable”™ for the light-
ing circuit, in place of reverting to garish plastics
in despair. they proceeded to manufacture their
own cable by flattening aluminium wire and care-
fully winding this round plastic-covered cable—
the ultimate effect is more than worth the man
hours that must have been expended on the job.
The standard of finish is excellent and the colours
and fittings most restrained which, when combined
with the very rakish sporting lines of the body by
Stuart of Wolverhampton, combine to make this
one of the most desirable Edwardian cars one
could wish to possess.

On a really close inspection, il is al once appar-
ent that this is a machine in which good, solid,
relatively convenlional engineering is 1o be found
throughout, without many “fancy”™ trappings. as
would be found perhaps on Continental machines
of its age and type. The engine is a conventional
d-cylinder side valve L-head design, with indi-
vidual caps for access to the valves and non-
detachable head: the eylinders are arranged in two
blocks of two cvlinders each in cast iron. bolted to
a cast aluminium crankcase supporting the crank-
shaft in three main bearings. Beneath this again,
the aluminium sump holds 14 gallons of oil, which
is fed to all main bearings and thence, via the
drilled crankshaft, to the big-end bearings under
a pressure of approximately 10 psi. from an
external pump driven off the rear end of the
crankshaft. Bore and stroke, as measured by the
owners, are 80 m.m. x 150 m.m.

Cooling of the engine is effected by water pump.
the circuit being somewhat complicated by the
fact that the pump is driven from the rear of the
camshaft, necessitating a long suction line of pol-
ished copper tube from the base of the radiator
to the pump. A fan ol aireralt propeller propor-

Photo by Atkinson Bros

Photo by Atkinson Bros.
tions, cast in aluminium and with four blades, is

driven by a flat leather belt, sucking a veritable
hurricane through the impressive Vee radiator.
This latter is reminiscent of the Prince Henry
Vauxhall and, indeed, the whole car has thal same
indefinable élan of that margue (the dimensions
of the rear brake drums heighten the similarity,
though those on the Star have some slight effect,
whilst my readers will all be aware of what hap-
pens if you try to stop Vauxhalls!)

Sparks are provided by a Bosch ZU4 magneto
and the mixture by a most complex and ungainly
looking Schebler carburettor which, whilst being
far from neat, seems 1o be original and has no
known vices. Petrol is fed to this by a Stewart
vacuum tank of the very early Edwardian kind,
with very small reservoir; the 15-gallon oval sec-
tion tank is hung low between the rear dumbirons
and sports one of those vast diameter castellated
caps usually associated with 24/60 and 16/40 Sun-
beams.

The engine is carried in a subframe 1o allow
easy lining up with the gearbox, but the full
benefit of the subframe system—complete relief
of the engine from siresses induced by chassis
flexure—has been lost because the subframe mem-
bers are carried right forward independently and
each member is rivetted to the front chassis cross-
member in place of the customary three-point
mounting of the [rame. Power from the engine
is taken by a simple leather-lined cone clutch and
short jack shaft with pot-type U/Js (0 a massive
four-speed gearbox. The clutch is completely
enclosed within the flywheel and a polished dished
cover plate and a clutch stop is incorporated by
the simple means of a friction lined pad rubbing
on the casing of the jack shaft U/J as the clutch
pedal is depressed. From the gearbox the drive
is via an open propeller shaft to a conventional
split casing rear axle. The ratio of this latter is
4:1, which seems low for a car of this type—
could there have been a special “Colonial™ ratio
as with many other makers? The bevels them-



selves are straight cut and the differential gearing
is of the spur tvpe. Wheelbase and track are
106t 4in. and 5ftr. 2in.

A maost interesting feature of the car is the
fact that it has three-quarter elliptic springing at
the rear and still relies upon these to take the
entire torque of the drive without any assislance
from torgue rods. ete. The springs, which have
a shackle at the joint between half and guarter
elliptic sections, are a full 24in, wide and have
nine leaves, giving sulficient rigidity for the loads
imposed on them. The front end also has its
peculiarities in the form of exceptionally long
stub axles so that an imaginary line through the
king-pin centre would scarcely touch the inside
edge of the tyre, let alone the centre line of the
tread. The king-pins themselves are very short
and stubby and have a bull journal bearing at the
upper end and a ball thrust race under the axle
eve, The axle is almost straight forged in H-
section with its lowest portion in the centre and
rising slightly and evenly to its extremities, giving
a very rakish frontal appearance, Steering is by
worm and wheel, giving the very high ratio of
only three-quarters of a turn from lock 1o lock.
Goodrich wire wheels, with fine splines and fitted
with 815 x 105 B.E. tyres almost compléte the
picture of the chassis which is finished off by a
very handsome pair of Duco electric headlights
fed by a Brolt 6-volt system, the generator for
which is driven off the jack shaflt by Whittle belt.
The owners have not yet been able to locate the
side lights, though the search still continues.

It was some davs after the Brighton when
yvour scribe and Gordon Sharpe set out to sample
this delectable machine; the day was a scorcher
s0 the hood was kept erected—a voluminous cape-
cart pattern in grey material, held down by straps
to the bottom of the windscreen frame. One
enters by the only door (on passenger’s side)
and i5 at onee struck by the extreme comfort
of the driving position no less than by the quality
of the interior restoration. Real hide wine col-
oured upholstery correctly buttoned and notl over-
done as some jobs we have seen. A nice detail is
the tooled leather six-pointed star monogram on
the door lining.

The steering column has a much more marked
rake than usual for the period and has a very
Vintage feel in spite of the thick rim. In its centre
are two levers with brass guadrants, one being for
the spark control and the other operating a slide
giving a variable amount of exhaust heating to
the incoming air in the carburetter. In place of
the wsual band throttle control, there is a nickel

plated knob on the scuttle, which can be pushed in
to give a slight throttle movement to assist start-
ing. There is no dashboard and on the low set
polished scuttle there are the aforementioned
knob, a large Jones speedometer (not operating),
driven from the cardan shaft, and a wvery fine
clock, which was operating, Oil pressure is indi-
cated by a little plunger indicator and a vast pol-
ished wooden box of Brolt electrical gadgetry
completes the instrumentation.

On the driver’s right are the very generously
proportioned hand brake lever (working in the
rear drums) and the gear lever in a raised gate in
which reverse is obtained by lifting a catch and
pushing the lever through first gear and somewhat
beyond, just like the Panhard-Levassor,

Starting was accomplished at the first pull after
a few “sucking strokes,” but it was obvious that
the mixture was somewhat rich and the engine
idled unevenly and was a slight smoker until
warmed up. The clutch was a bit fierce. bul this
was more than made up for by the gear change,
which is guick and the ratios just right, especially
third gear. 1 was disappointed in performance,
which 15 mainly due to the low-geared rear axle
and in part to the fact that the owners had no
apportunity to tune the carburetler yel nor experi-
ment for the best mag. settings. Steering is heavy
due to the high ratio and the king-pin overhang—
the lock is remarkably poor for a machine with-
out front brakes, giving a turning circle as large
a5 40ft, but we could only give her a verv short
run since such newly finished machinery cannot
be really given its head. This is not really a road
test, therefore, but rather a general description of
what is a good example of a most satisfying Lype
of car,

The body colour, “Vintage vyellow.” was
specially blended by Bergers for the job, using
samples from the original coat where this had
been reasonably preserved under the dust under
the valances.

1 feel that when this car has finally been run
in and tuned, it will be a very pleasant touring
car with a reasonable performance that should
give many miles of most satisfying motoring to
its restorers and be well worth the tremendous
effort they have put into it.

AUTHOR'S NOTE.—A very interesting letter
written to the owner by Mr 1. R, Gray, of Middle
Park, Beckley, Oxford, England, who owns one of
the rare Vintage 1928 18/50 h.p. Stars, has pro-
vided us with a lot of interesting facts about the
Star Co. history, of which use has been made in
this article.



The 8 h.p. Single Cylinder Rover Car « ruen

In the columns of The Autocar of 1893
appeared the following paragraph: “Enquiries
are being made regarding a motor-car suitable
for the work of a doctor. Manufacturers are
asked to forward particulars to Dr. Robert V.
Fulton, of Dunedin, New Zealand.”

I was a boy of 7 at the ume, and naturally
read this with great interest, but nothing came
of it, for no catalogues arrived! My father then
purchased in 1900 a 24 h.p. Clement-Garrard
motor-cycle with twisted leather-belt drive (one
gear only), and pedals which were meant to be
used on hills. The instruction book stated:
“Light strokes on the pedals are required on any
hill more than a slight rise.”

After three years, my father bought a three-
wheeler, an English Garrard suspended tricar
(two wheels in front and one at the back). with
5 h.p. single-cylinder. water-cooled engine and
three-speed gear box (but no reverse), and with
shaft and underslung worm for the final drive.
It was a satisfactory machine, good on the flat,
and it would do 35 m.p.h. After two years of
this. my father imported through Cooke How-
lison and Co. in 1905, an § h.p. single-cylinder
Rover car, 1904 pattern, a two-seater with hood,
but no windscreen, as these had not been Ritted
to cars at that time.

The engine had one large cylinder, 44 inches
bore by 5 I|-8 inches stroke (114 m.m. x 130
m.m.), 1323 c.c. capacity, which developed 8 h.p.
at normal speed of 900 revs. per minute. As the
compression look quite a good deal of pulling
over Lo start the engine, the designer, E. W.
Lewis, of Coventry, had fortunately provided a
half-compression device which, when in opera-
tion, allowed the starting handle (the pedal
crank of a push-cycle) to be “wound” by hand
fairly easily. Nol so easily though, when the
engine was cold! This half-compression device
was put into operation by a small pedal just 1o
the left of the clutch, which when pressed half-
way down and kept in this position by a sliding
bolt, allowed half of the gas on the compression
stroke to escape via the exhaust valve, and so
the starting-handle could be wound without too
much difficulty. As soon as the engine started,
release of the sliding bolt allowed the pedal 1o
spring back, and at once the engine increased
in speed, being now on full compression. In
addition, this pedal had another function. When

pressed right forward, the engine “cut out™
immediately, and a compression brake effect was
produced in a most ingenious way. The cams
slid in a backward direction on a long kev in
the camshaft, and new cams came into action.
The inlet valve ceased to open, and the exhaust
valve lifted on each downstroke of the piston
and closed on every upsiroke, in this way pro-
ducing a double compression brake effect. Of
course the braking effect depended entirely on
the engine being “in gear.” This was a good
brake if the engine was in the middle gear, but
in the lowest gear it was very powerful indeed
and would hold the car sufficiently on quite
steep down-grades.

The piston, 44 inches in diameter, was of cast
iron with two rings above the gudgeon pin. The
main bearings of the engine were large diameter
ball-races, and the big end of the connecting-
rod was of white metal. Inside the crankcase
were two large Aywheels, each of 60lbs weight,
which fitted and were fixed by a bolt to the outer
cheeks of the crankshaft. The lubrication of
the engine was extremely simple, in fact na
simpler system could possibly be devised, A
copper cup with screwed cap holding about
three-quarters of a pint of oil was fitted to the
crankcase, and this had to be filled up every
50 miles. The oil ran straight into the crankcase
and was thrown up by the interior flywheels,
lubricating all the bearings, also the piston,
cylinder walls, the timing gear, and the cluich,
Provided that fresh oil was added every 30
miles, nothing could possibly go wrong.

It is sad to relate that on the first long rup
of 100 miles my [ather omitted to add oil alter
50 miles! Result: the big end ran its white
melal, the sort of thing that only happens once!

The adjustable tappeis each rested upon a
large hardened steel ball nearly one inch in dia-
meter, which transmitted the upward thrust of
the cams. The reason for this construction
instead of a roller was that, when required, the
camshaft was slid endways to provide the half-
compression device, and also the double-com-
pression brake previously referred to.

Originally a contact-breaker was fitted at the
rear of the camshaft, and wired to a “trembler™
coil and four-volt accumulator boused in a
box on the running board. At a later date, a
Bosch magnete from a motor-cycle was fitted,



and this was driven off the rear of the cam-
shaft by a pair of open cogs (the 2 to | tming
gear from a Clement - Garrard motor - cycle
engine} so that the magneto turned at double
camshaft speed, ie., engine speed. This was
advised by the late Bill Dewar {of Dewar and
McKenzie, of Oamaru) to aid easier slartling,
as the magneto armature rotated at double the
usual speed. There was thus a spark at the
sparking plug at each top dead-centre, bul one
of these (at the end of the exhaust stroke) pro-
duced no effect, but it did no harm!

Decarbonising and valve grinding were neces-
sary about every 3000 miles. On one occasion
after an engine overhaul, the car was found to
be extremely slow in climbing hills. the engine
pulling strongly at 400 rp.m. only. By some
mischance the valve timing had been incorrectly
set by the garage mechanic, and this had to be
corrected by pulling the engine down and re-
seiting the timing.

Carburetter: The carburetter fitted to the car
when new was a Rover carburetter, a heavy
bronze apparatus, with a verlical sliding and
rather weighty piston carrying a2 Venturi tube
which narrowed the space round the single ver-
tical jet. When the throttle lever was opened
and the engine suction increased, this piston
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rose a little, lifting the Venturi tube upwards
and allowing more space for air to pass around
the jet. It was fully automatic and when new
functioned well, besides being quite economical
with petrol.  Later, when it became worn, it
was replaced by a Claudel-Hobson carburetter,
which was eminently satisfactory.

The controls for throttle and ignition-advance
were by two rotatable “cotton-reels” fitted to
the steering wheel in the 4 o'clock and 8 o'clock
positions. These were neatly fitted with a ratchet
device to hold them in the original positions,
and they actuated Bowden-wire cables connected
to carburetter - throttle and contact - breaker
respectively. Some vears later, these cotton reels
were replaced by small levers clamped to the
sides of the steering column which actuated rods
and proved much more durable than the Bowden
wires which were continually wearing and break-
ing.

Clutch: The clutch was a single - plate Lype,
with a rather thick steel plate, with three pivoted
levers, and a very strong central spring on the
clutch shaft. OQil from the engine passing back
through the rear ball race main bearing evidently
provided sufficient lubrication of the clutch plate
and its actuating mechanism, The clutch was
very smooth in engagement, but the cluich pedal
required fairly strong pressure to release il
There was never any “judder” at any time, so
common a fault in the clutch of the modern car.

Gearbox: The gear change was by a short
lever projecting forward below the steering
wheel, and gave three speeds forward and a
TEVErsSe. When steering column change was
introduced in 1940 as a real Innovation, few
people realised that it had been fitted to the 8
h.p. Rover car 16 years before!!

The gearbox was of rather massive propor-
tions, the speeds on the different gears being &,
16 and 24 miles per hour at normal engine speed
of 900 r.p.m. The gear wheels were strong, well-
made, and case-hardened, and gave excellent ser-
vice. They could be inspected by removing a
large plate on the side of the gearbox which
allowed an uminterrupted view. This plate was
held in place by 10 nuts and boltis. The gear-
wheels were branded M and B, Melisset et Blin.
a good French component-maker of that period.
Mo new pears were ever fitted al any lime, as
they proved extremely durable. The only trouble
that ever occurred was a broken gear-shaft. This
took place immediately after the gearbox had
been stripped down to enable the gear wheels
to be shown at an exhibition in Dunedin. On



refitting the gearbox., this fracture occurred
straight afterwards, due [ am certain lo improper
assembling, as it had never given the slightest
trouble before.

Universal Joint: The universal joint was of the
pot tvpe. The propellor-shaft was enclosed, so
that no radius rods were necessary for the back
axle.

Back Axle and Brakes: The back axle casing
was solidly made of aluminium. The gears were
of straight bevel type {(of M. and B. French
manufacture) and gave a ratio of aboul 4 to 1.
The differential was, 1 believe, of the bevel
variety. It never needed looking at. The brakes
fon the rear wheels only) were of the external
contracting hand-type, with asbestos-wire linings.
They were operated by wire collar attached to
the brake pedal. To hold the car on a hill, a
simple ratchet device at the side of the pedal
kept it in position. There was no hand brake.
(Later models had a hand brake and internal
expanding rear brakes).

Wheels: The road wheels were 30 inches in
diameter, the tyres being 750 x 85, with beaded
edges. or more often 760 x 90 size. The air
pressure advised at this ume was 75lbs per sq.
inch, which seems terrific compared with modern
standards. Punctures from horseshoe nails and
bolts and flims, and cuts from sharp road metal
were frequent and the life of the tyres was short,
5000 to 6000 miles being usual. A Stepney wheel
which could be attached to the side of the rim
by clamps was a handy device to save changing
a punctured tube on the road.

Front Axle and Steering: The front axle was
of stout steel tubing, with a radius-rod on each
side attached at the rear end to the side of the
clutch-casing. The front spring was transverse, as
on the Ford Model T and on all the V&'s up to
and including the 1948 model. The stub axles were
pinned in position by a set-pin, and in con-
sequence were nol as strong as they should have
been, for, on two occasions, they broke at the site
of the drill-hole. Fortunately on each occasion the
car was just turning in Pitt Street at a very slow
speed, and no harm resulted when the front wheel
fell off. However on the previous day the car had
been travelling at 30-33 miles per hour, its best
speed, and it was fortunate that the breakage had
not occurred then! The steering was by a thick
Bowden-wire cable which encircled a small reel
al the bottom of the steering column; the ends of
this wire cable were attached to the steering arms
of the stub-axles. Actually there were two of

these cables, one moderately taut and the other
one slack, the idea being that if the former cable
broke, the other one would continue safely with
the steering. These cables were always wearing
oul (average life, 2-3 months), and they needed to
be inspected once or twice weekly. (Later models
were fitted with worm and segment steering).

Frame: There was no frame as customarily
found on cars of this era. The engine was bolted
to the clutch case, and this in turn was bolted to
the gearbox, this being what was called unit-
construction. A strong and heavy casting, which
was bolted to the front of the crankcase, pro-
jected upwards and forwards, and to the top of
this was fitted a transverse bar which in the centre
supported the radiator. The sides of this bar ex-
tended outwards a little, and upon them rested the
front ends of the wooden ash framework of the
body., From the back of the gearbox projected
outwards and upwards two girders, one on each
side, and these supported the rear ends ol the ash
framework of the body. A large copper radiator
with vertical finned tubes was in the usual position
in front, and behind it a 4-bladed fan driven by a
flat belt from a pulley on the front end of the
crankshaft. If ever this [an belt broke, or even
became slack, the water boiled furiously. In order
to assist the water circulation a water pump of
the screw propeller tvpe was driven off the front
end of the camshaft. The bonnet was rather small,
and tapered slightly towards the front end. It was
hinged at the rear to the dashboard, where the
four gallon petrol tank was situated. There were
no louvres in the sides of the bonnet, but it had a
hole in the front through which the radiator filler
projected.

Silencer: There were two silencers, one in the
usual position and a second one across the back
of the car just below the site of the present-day
petrol tanks. On the exhaust pipe just before its
entry into the first silencer had been fitted a cul-
out, which when opened allowed a free escape of
the exhaust gas, and a probable slight gain in
power. This cut-out was used only in the country-
side, where it was hoped that the noisy exhaust
would not be considered objectionable.

Lamps: A single large acetvlene headlight was
fitted, and 2 Kkerosine side lamps and kerosine
tail light. Later, electric headlights were used con-
nected to a 6-volt battery.

Weight: The car weighed 134 cwt,

There is in the possession of my brother the
Rover Company’s original brass plate giving the
car number as 75. There is also a space on this
name-plate for the engine number, but this is un-



fortunately blank. The registered number of the
car was O 24 (Otage number 24). The number was
an “0" pumber because the car was registered in
the Taieri County District, whereas cars registered
in Dunedin bore a “D" number.

Reboring: When the cylinder was rebored on
a lathe after some vears, measurements showed
that the bore was now 114.5 mms. (evidently a
cut of 50 thousandths was taken), and truing of
the crankshaft, done at the same time by turning
on a lathe, caused an increase in the stroke of
132.5 mms., as the wear is mainly on the inner
side of the crankpin. As a result, the engine cubic-
capacity was enlarged to 1365 cc., and in addition
the compression was also found to be increased,
but to what extent is unknown. It was certainly
noticed that the car performed very well after
this “full overhaul™,

Note on a Petrol Consumption Trial: In 1910,
this 8 h.p. Rover won the first petrol consumption
trial conducted by the Otago Motor Club (fore-
runner of the Automobile Association) over a
level course in Dunedin, from Manor Place, to
5t Clair, then St Kilda, and back to Manor Place
and round again. In ordinary use, doing the work
of a busy doctor, with frequent starting and stop-
ping, the car averaged 25 miles per gallon. The
first drive round the course gave 32 m.p.g. The
next time, keeping to the most economical speed,
which was found to be 13 miles per hour, the
m.p.g. figure rose to 36. Then. driving more care-
fully and never using the brake, further tests
showed 44 m.p.g. When benzol, a fuel obtained
from the local Gas Works, was tried, the figure
rose to 48 mp.e. More practice and steadier
driving, and never closing the throttle suddenly,
which acts as a brake, brought the figure to 52
m.p.g. On the day of the trial, a figure of 56 m.p.g.
was abtained, and this won first prize. This shows
the extraordinary importance of careful “smooth™
driving upon petrol consumption, and also the
value of plenty of driving practice before these
Trials. 1 had hoped to reach 60 miles to the
gallon, and with a little more time available for
practice, | am sure this could have been done.

Summing up: The 8 h.p. Rover car was a grand
little car of its era. When new it was extremely
quiet in running, and only later did it develop that
“chuff-chuff” which was so well known in
Dunedin’s streets and hills over many years (1903-
1923).

After u Bosch magneto replaced the coil and
battery ignition, the car was extremely reliable,
and gave very little trouble in a life-time of prob-
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ably 200,000 miles, and in hilly Dunedin averaged
25 miles per gallon of petrol. Clutch, gears and
back axle were impeccable, and never gave the
least trouble. The steering by wire cables wore
out after two or three months' use, and 50 re-
quired watching and replacement in time. The
throttle and spark Bowden-wires needed a lot of
attention until levers and rods were substifuted,
and then there was no further trouble. Decarbon-
izing was required every 5000 miles. but was
simple enough to do. Personally | cannot see why
we did not do it ourselves—it could have been
done in two hours, 1 feel certain. Tyres in those
days were the biggest bugbear. Owing to the high
air pressure advised, 73lb per square inch. plus
bad roads with plenty of horse-shoe nails and
sharp road-metal everywhere, they wore out ex-
tremely quickly, and punctures were frequent.

E. W. Lewis, the designer, certainly was far in
advance of his time, and for simplicity and rugged
reliability. his car took a great deal of beating.
His other design, the 20 h.p. 4 eylinder Rover car.
won the Isle-of-Man Tourist Trophy Race in 1907,
beating England’s best that year. In Christchurch
I have seen an example of the 20 h.p. car start
“on the switch” frequently, even after standing
overnight.



Alvibashing

The rev counter has passed two and a half and
is still climbing as you sweep smartly around a
bend in the road and become aware of a black
saloon parked insignificantly at the side of the
road, 230 vards ahead. You are suddenly aware
that its owner has taken a professional interest in
you when the driver’s door flies open and the
familiar figure in dark uniform waves you o a
halt. “What is this car, anyway?" he asks after
the usual formal procedure has been endured.
“How old is it?" is the next query, followed by
lots more, and you soon begin Lo think he's on
your side,

If indeed it had been in 1925, no doubt the
owner of an Alvis 12/50 would have had a chance
to give the gendarmerie a run for its money, for
I don't doubt that most owners would soon
attract the attention of the law in those days, for
a car of the character of the 12/50 Alvis was just
the right type to make one want to go places
quickly, and not so quietly at that,

But to get back to the Alvis in question, let me
say here it is not the first 12/50 I've owned, as I've
had connections with the breed for nearly 10 years
and, incidentally, the most important parts of the
present car are from the first that | originally
owned. The model I will endeavour to describe is
what | would term a sports-tourer, or, to define
this further, it is a three-seater, open body, with
a 12/50 tourer type Alvis molor, as Alvis made
both 12/30 sports and 12/50 tourer motors, the
main dilferences in design being that the sporis
model engine was under 1500 cc. capacity and
had higher compression ratio, smaller bore and
stroke and larger ports in the cvlinder head, and
the exhaust manifold was much fatter 40 mm. dia-
meter, to be exact, The tourer motor, with which
1 am more concerned, is of 1645 cc. capacity and
has a slightly larger bore and longer stroke, these
being respectively 69 mm. x 110 mm. The com-
pression ratio of the present motor is around
6.3— 1, and the compression pressure in each
cylinder at cranking speed is 100 Ibs. The motor
consists of detachable cvlinder head of cast iron,
housing the wlip shaped 1§in dia. inlet and ex-
haust valves, closed by dual valve springs. actu-
ated by long tubular push rods. The rockers
mounted atop the head are fastened down by
some of the head retaining studs. The lubrication
of the rocker gear is taken care of by a by-pass
oil line from the main oil gallery, and is provided
with a tapered metering screw to adjust the flow

Il

by Colin Westoby

of ail. The block of 4 cylinders, also of cast iron,
has no water passages in the top face connecting
the head; all water is transferred to the head via
an aluminium connecting casting at the back of
the engine, thus eliminating the possibility of
water entering the cylinders, should a head gasket
pack up. The crankcase, of aluminium, is drilled
for the main oil feed to the three bearing balanced
crankshaft, which revolves in plain white-metal
bearings, backed by bronze. in the engine under
discussion (most Alvis motors had solid cast
white-metal shells), The camshaft is situated on
the near side and is driven from the front of the
crankshaft by gear, the camshaft gear being of
fibre material. the crankshaft and generator gears
both being of steel. The fibre makes for much
quieter running,

The generator is a 12 V. Lucas, with adjustable
output third brush and helps to keep the 12 Voli
9 plate battery, which is situated under the seat,
alive. Mounted on the end of the generator and
driven by skew gear is a Lucas distributor to
supply the ignition in place of the rather unreliable
and more expensive magneio that was original
equipment. The windings do come unsiuck on
mags. vou know, and 1 don’t believe in expen-
sive overhauls when a good coil will do as good
a job today. A lot may disagree, but 1 have never
had any trouble as yet. 1 was told the distributor
was fitted very early on and has never given any
trouble, but the history of the car and its mis-
demeanours is another rather long story. Neither
fan nor water pump is fitted, cooling depending
on thermo syphon through large bore water off-
takes in the front of the head and block. The il
pump is situated in the sump and can be removed
without removing the sump; it supplies oil to the
vitals at a pressure of 30 lbs. per sq. inch when
cold, which diminishes to 30 Ibs. when hot, this
with a 20 grade oil.

The drive to the separate gearbox is taken up
by the single steel disc clutch plate, sandwiched
between linings on the flywheel and pressure plate.
The cluteh is disengaged with a thrust race and is
fitted with a clutch brake operating on a disc just
ahead of the four-speed gearbox. | have vet to
master the art of its use or find a suitable lining
to ensure ils action is correcl. The four-speed
gearbox requires a certain amount of skill 1o get
through the gears without making additional
noises. The gear ratios are anything but suitable
for rapid changes. Low gear is a dead loss, except
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for towing or starting off on a very steep hill, A
change up when 300 revs is reached on all gears,
is what is generally used; the spacing of the gear
ratio between 3rd and top drops the engine revs
back from 3000 to 1700 revs, so it can be seen a
closer set of gears would be welcome. A speed
of 19 m.p.h. per 1000 engine revs enables the car
1o be driven fairly quickly without the engine
turning over very fast, once top gear is engaged.
The engine is remarkably Aexible, it being possible
to pull away in top gear, even when engine revs
are as low as 600 per min. and, indeed, except
when a hill is encountered; with a slow approach
there is little need to change down, although the
right-hand gear change is handily situated.

The chassis is a massive, steel channel section
unit, with a heavy sub-section for the engine to
mount on, The suspension could be a lot better,
the { elliptic springing all round is dampered by
fraction lype shock absorbers, but the front
springs are very short and the ride is fairly solid
in the front, and on shingle roads the ride at any
speed can be very lively—a good job the sleering
is fairly sensitive and accurate. A good deal of
oversteer is apparenl cornering at high speed,
especially on shingle, as the rear end is rather
light. Until recently when 1 balanced the wheels
and had them straightened and the spokes tight-
ened, the top speed was governed 1o a certain
extent by the front end tramp which made its pre-
sence fell rather alarmingly as the speed rose

above 75, especially when on a smooth straight
road, when there were no bumps to interrupt the
tramp pattern. The wire spoked 20-inch wheels
are retained by five studs and not the more desir-
able knock on wheels, as fitted to later chassis.

Fuel is fed to the twin S.U. carbs by a high
pressure electric Hardi petrol pump, from either

Photo by Don Oddie Studios
“The Werks."
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of the two tanks selected by a two-way lap silu-
ated under the floor boards and reached by lifting
the near side bonnet. Fuel capacity of the rear
tank is 10 gallons and of the front scuttle tank
4 gallons, so as a uvseful range is obtained with-
out having to refuel. On the last Mount Cook
rally, recently run, the consumption worked out at
24 miles per gallon driven hard on the high
average, and includes two broken fuel lines caused
by very rough surfaces, and better than that has
been obtained travelling between Timaru and
Ashburton, at a speed averaging 60 m.p.h. so il
is a reasonably economical dray. The brakes are
good, being internal expanding, cable operated
on all four wheels, in 114 inch finned drums, They
require a fairly high pedal pressure, but are very
even and will willingly lock the rear wheels ahead
of the front, bul this allows for good steering
control when braking. The hand brake lever
operates all four wheels and 15 effective in all
capacities; it is situated ahead of the gear lever.
The visibility at night is taken care of by the
C.AN. 12v x 36w headlights; nobody likes to
argue about dipping when they are brought up to
full beam by the handy dip switch situated on a
stalk beneath the steering wheel, The seating
position is mainly suited to my own size, as the
seal is non-adjustable, but makes for comfortable
travelling. It is a bench type and will seat three
across. A central arm rest is fitted to the back
squab and folds down to steady the passenger,
but can become a nuisance lo the driver if a very
twisty road is being negotiated in the usual
manner.

The instrument panel that confronts you was
described by a motoring journalist as being bare
and badly laid out, but that may only be the
opinion of a modern motorist, or one who can-
not read and must have green or red lights to
flash warnings or indicate the internal condition
of his motor, To start from the lefi-hand side,
facing the passenger, is & Smiths clock of ample
proportions and an excellent limepiece and typical
of the year. MNext to the clock, and matching it
for size, and in keeping with a car used for trials,
and so as the navigator can keep track on dist-
ance, is a Smiths speedometer reading to 80 m.p.h,
and with both trip and total mileage calibrated
in tenths. Like the clock, it is accurate and would
put a lot of modern instruments to shame for
the steady reading it will give. In the centre of the
panel is a C.AV. switch panel with an Ampmeter
reading 0-20 charge and discharge, to give you
some idea as to how the generator is behaving



and whether some indulgence in high speed has
burnt it out. The side and headlights are con-
trolled by small pull switches below the amp-
meter. Further to the right and higher up is an
ALC. temperature gavge reading from 100-212,
and the ncedle generally shows around 195 or
more as normal operating temperature, and it
seldom is less, no matter what the day. Next to
the temperature gauge and in a good position for
the driver, is a 4in A.C. rev. counter reading lo
6000 by 1000 stages, and with an appropriate red
line between 5000 and 5500. My sill unattained
ambition is to hit the red in top. On the right of
the rev. counter is the Alvis oil pressure gauge,
a very clear instrument that can put a spanner
in the works if it doesn’t read more than the first
two or three small lines. 0-60 is the ealibration by
a lb. divisions, and as stated before, it generally
shows around 30 Ibs. when the engine is hot. A
key operated switch is on the exireme right for
operaling the coil ignition, and a pull-oul spark

control is between the light switch ard rev.
counter. The instrument panel is partly lit at night
by a shielded protruding light, not uncommon to
other makes of the same vear. Sorry there’s no
flashing light indicators or heater knobs, but at
least you get some idea of how the mill is grind-
ing, The windscreen is kept clear of rain with a
Trico electric wiper. as a vac. unit is a dead loss
with twin carbs,

Although the car may szem to be rather hacked
around and have lost some of its original equip-
ment and not be standard in some cases, it stll
maintains and carries on the Alvis tradition for
rugged reliability, with a good performance for
its size. Incidentally, acceleration through the gears
gives 0-40 in 10 secs. and to 60 in 23 secs. with-
out poing over 3500 revs. in any gear,

All in all, the 12/50 is just about the best all-
rounder of the Vintage world—speed in plenty,
docile when required, simple to maintain, utterly
reliable and FUN to drive.

Restoring a Cadillac

Continuing his Story of his Model M Cadillac

It is more than two vears since Part 2 of this
series appeared (see B.W. Vol. 2, No. 7, 1956)
but 1 make no apology for the delay for the period
has been taken up with useful and enjoyable
work though much of it consisted of correcting
early mistakes and in trying to gild the lily. 1
am not working to any deadline and if the car
is not finished this year well, it might be finished
next. 1 thought that three articles might com-
plete this story but | can see that this is not
to be—there is more in this car restoration than
meets the eve.

After the main work on engine and chassis was
finished a determined effort was made to get the
car on the road. The bonnet and scultle were
cleaned down, repaired and painted and here |
made a mistake. | used a reputable rust-remover
but seemingly 1 didn’t Kkill it properly as some
months after painting innumerable small blist-
ers appeared all over the surface. It will have
to come down to bare metal again. We learn
by our mistakes. The dashboard was made up
from a piece of cedar from an old shop counter.
You should have seen the face of the joiner
when his brand new thicknesser struck a half
inch nut that was buried in the end of it. It was
oiled and varnished and the big flat headed coach
bolts that hold it on were cleaned up in the
lathe and a thin layer of bronze run over their
heads.

PART 3 — GETTING IT GOING
1. D. McCraw

The steering wheel rim was quite a job. Liter-
ally hundreds of wooden rims were looked at in
wrecking shops but they were all too big. Fin-
ally four pieces were bandsawed from a broken
hickory ski and the ends joined by long dove-
tail joints to make a circle. A large wooden
faceplate was cut from the end of an old
wooden washtub and the circle glued to this.
The faceplate was about I8in. in diameter and
l4in. thick and when | turned on the motor of
my homemade wood turning lathe it ook some
time to get up but when it did the faceplate
was fairly screaming. 1 switched off to change
the belt and an interesting thing happened. As
the motor slowed the momentum of the face-
plate unscrewed it from the mandrel and it went
for a walk around the workshop. It crossed Lhe
floor al a fair rate and climbed up the leg of the
bench and then up the side of the window and
rebounded off a shelf back to the floor whence
it dived under the bench and scuttled about for
some time throwing out pieces of timber and
shavings. Needless to say | was walching this
performance from outside the door. However,
the wheel was eventually turned working right
round the back until it fell off the faceplate. Only
a small amount of hand fnishing on the back
was needed.

A T-Ford coil was dressed up in a rosewood
box and mounted on the dash. The original
battery was a set of dry cells but as a concession
to convenience the family was prevailed upon



1o contribute an electric fence battery as a birth-
day present (first signs of co-operation!) Then
there was a busy period fixing up a host of
small jobs—brake cables were fitted, chain put
on, gear controls connected up, tyres blown up,
petrol siphoned out of the family car and a
frantic search for a fller to fit the small hole
in the petrol tank. Numerous water leaks were
attended to and a fber washer slapped into a
leaky fuel pipe union. a few squirts of oil into
the gearbox and the great moment had arrived.

I'll spare you the bad language and sweat
that was used cranking that blasted engine but
it was finally going with flame belching from
the exhaust (no silencer yet). Much shouting
above the din and up we go to sit on the peirol
tank making sure first that the big wing nut on
the filler cap was aligned fore and aft. Ease her
back inte reverse and she moves! Then—crack!
Forgot that my head is now seven feet above
the ground and the concrete lintel of the garage
door has only six and a half feet clearance. MNever
mind, its all in a good cause, A quick tighten-
ing up of the gear bands and we are out on the
road. Into low, rev up, push her into top, a
horrible jerk and we are off. How the devil do
we stop if a car comes round the corner—pull
her into neutral, close throttle, retard spark, apply
brakes bul keep vour foot away [rom that
clutch pedal—it happens to be low gear and the
book says you will break the crankshaft. And
keep your shirt tail out of that flywheel!

The neighbours just had time to realize the
significance of the new noise in the neighbour-
hood and to get out to their front gates when
we stopped dead. Much embarrassed tinkering
—ah! dry carb., fuel blockage. The only part
of the car that was not dismantled was the little
brass pipe entering the carburretor and in this
we found a fleck of rust. Remember what T said
about dismantling every part of the car! Away
again with a passenger sitling on the floorboards
with feet dangling over the side fiddling with
the mixture controls and tryving to keep clear of
the flywheel but managing to collect a beauti-
ful oil streak right up the back of his white
shirt from the spray from the main bearing. Talk
about total loss lubrication.

We were now quite checky and decided to
take the car over to show it off to the original
owner and everything went well until T had to
change down in his drive and stalled. The home-
coming was spoiled. We were interrupted by the
agitated arrival of a friend who brought the
glad news that a traffic cop was waiting for us
to go back through town. This brought us to
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earth and we realized just what we had done.
We had driven a motorized chassis through the
main streel with wide open exhaust, no registra-
lion, no warrant, no lights, no nothing. We de-
cided to leave it and walk home. I then realized
that my backside was cold and soaking wel
with petrol splashed through the air vent.
Couldn’t even have a smoke.

We went back next morning and found the
gearbox seized. We towed the car home and
when the box was dismantled it was found that
my few squirts of oil had not reached the cogs
and the box had fired. It seems that a low
pressure pump is necessary lo get oil into the
gearbox. Another problem was the ineffective-
ness of the brakes. | thought that 1 was being
smart in lining the inboard brakes with truck
linings of the modern type but the frst five
minules on the road showed my mistake. Qil from
the main bearings escapes on to the chain and
i5 taken back to the diff and the brake linings,
These brakes should be lined with red fiber
as are the gear bands.

We now set about twning the engine and the
first job was to make up a silencer as it is im-
possible to tune an engine of this type with a
straight exhaust. Then we went over the timing
and found that we were a tooth out and found
also that the secret of very slow idling was to
have the valve timing dead right. The book says
that the inlet valve cracks when the piston is
one thirty-second inch past T.D.C. We found
that it had to be just so and not a sixteenth.
Te do this involved building up the valve rod
a few thous.

At this stage we decided to cut down the oil
supply which we had been running fat out to
be on the safe side and which had been deluging
the car and passengers with spray, to say nothing
of oiling plugs and making a smoke screen be-
hind the car. It was reduced to the prescribed
4 drops per minute. Immediately a knock de-
veloped that sounded like main bearings but
was later diagnosed as piston slap and believe
me piston slap with a 3in. piston is quite some-
thing. The rings had been homemade and the
original owner had warned me that they were
not even round. Compression was good with
full oil supply but now with reduced oil was
poor. You certainly could not lift the car off
the ground with it as | was assured should be
the case. It was decided 1o have new rings made,

All these jobs have kept us busy and at the
same time the body is being pushed along as
fast as possible but that will make the basis of
the next (and last) instalment in this story.



Camera

Festive occcasion: The copening of Weongonui Branch Club Rooms.

Photo by (_'-..*u:_: E. A. Mikolaizon
Winner of “The Burmo.” Tem 5Stirling and Overlond (see Wanganui Motes).

16



Review

e 43

- L ¥ &
Phota by Don Oddie Studios

Phata by Dr B, H. Fulton
The Fulten Rover cutside the Dunedin Railway Station about 1913 (see "B H.P. Single Cylinder Rover Car'’).
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Book Reviews

OLD CARS THE WORLD OVER
by Elizabeth MNagle

In June of 1955 your reviewer, while full of
praise for Miss MNagle's earlier work “Veterans
of the Road” passed short bul scathing comment
on the cover design.

His praise for the cover design of “Old Cars
the World Over™ knows no bounds—il is magni-
ficent.

His review of the book will be brief—he has
not yel absorbed a fraction of what is contained
in its 333 pages of narrative and illustrations
(there are more than 100 glossy finish pages of
illustrations of veteran and vintage cars alone).

The book is a masterpiece which more than
anything else will lead to a greater understanding
and co-operation among Veteran and Vintage
people the world over.

Miss Nagles sense of perspective in outlining
the growth of the various clubs is uncanny—for
example to know the material she had for our
own story and to see how she has moulded it
into an historical narrative correct in perspec-
tive and detail is lo acknowledge her genius.

To do the same with the material from every
other kindred body in the world is a tremendous
achievement in every respeet.

This book will do muech to strengthen bonds
of mutuval interest the world over and it is to
be hoped that all who read will absorb and
practice the exhortation of our own Secretary in
the Foreword—"Lel us always keep in mind
the necessity for tolerance at all times™.

The book is not only a delightful narrative
but also a valuable reference work for Vintage
and Veteran owners who are, through its pages,
introduced the one to the other and as in “Vet-
erans of the Road” the one hundred pages of
photographs and specifications of cars provide a
most uscful guide to their cars, the technical
data having been supplied by Dennis Field, Esq.,
A.M.LE.E.

In conclusion, no one can not afford this
book (price Sterling 30/-) and everyone who
reads it should silently acknowledge a great debi
we all owe 1o Miss Nagle for providing us with
a wonderful milestone.

{Arco Publications Limited, London).

HISTORY ON THE ROAD
A Vintage Car Miscellany

Edited by J. R. L. Anderson

This excellent book impressed your reviewer
for two main reasons, the first being the excel-
lent quality of the many illustrations, the second
being the Editor’s remarks in the Foreword.

Mr Anderson, in his Foreword, has in a few
carefully chosen paragraphs epitomised the phil-
osphy of the Vintage creed—

“Above all, it will be a satisfving car. There
is no way of defining ‘satisfying” beyond saving
that it applies to things that give satisfaction,
and that, 1 think, is about as far as my definition
of the vintage car can get".

As a hand-book of Vintage cars both well
known and not so well known this book is in-
viluable, particularly to the new-comer to the
field. The illustrations are on a lavish scale and
the short narratives on the thirty makes of cars
portrayed are factual and accurate. The book
portrays a wide range of cars from the Silver
Ghost to Trojan and in so doing Mr Anderson
amply demonstrates his understanding (to quote
from his Foreward again) of the “friendliness
that a shared interest in Vintage cars seems able
to create—a friendliness that unites all sorts and
conditions of men”,

In all, this book is a very worthwhile addition
to every Vintage or YVeteran Library and as (on
Australian prices) il appears that it would retail
in MNew Zealand for less than 20/- is within
everyone'’s pocket.

Publishers: Hamish Hamillon (London). OQur
copy from Technical Book & Magazine Ca.,
205-299 Swanston Street, Melbourne.

Australian price 22/6 plus postage.

ADVENTURER'S ROAD
by T. R. Nicholson

Blood and Thunder

There are many of us who, rightly, consider
that modern motoring is just plain dull and bor-
ing and have thus turned to Vintage machinery
in order to give the spice of “living dangerously™
to our transport. If only to show us how puny
are our efforts in this direction all members shall



have upon their shelves “Adventurer’s Road”
which gives very full accounts of the really epic
Pekin to Paris and New York to Paris “Races”
of 1907 and 1908 respectively. This is real history
well told and based on memoirs and contempor-
ary reports of these events which, as the book
explains, were never seriously considered as races
by the organisers—Le Matin newspaper of Paris.
copy of the memoirs of Barzini, the lalian
Your scribe, who has recently read an original
journalist who travelled as crew of the winning
ltala in the first event, feels that “Adventurer’s
Road"” gives the reader a far petter picture of
the whaole event because il covers all the competi-
tors and not just one car and its particular story
and therefore puts things into a truer perspective.

In the first of the two epics Cormier and Colig-
non must have been men of the Ned Sutherland
type in entering and actually finishing the entire
journey through the Gobi desert and roadless
Siberia in 10 h.p. De Dions,

Truly a book that should be on the shelf of
every Vintage and Veteran type both to keep
time in his place and 1o give him one of the
most readable books on early motoring we have
seen.

Publishers: Messrs Cassels. Awustralian price
27/3 plus 2/- postage. Qur copy from Technical
Book and Magazine Co., 295-299 Swanston
Street, Melbourne, C.1.

ROLLS ROYCE—THE LIVING LEGEND

shelves of those whose interests lie with Classic
or Thoroughbred machinery as distinet from
“Blood and Thunder™ of the pure antique is
“Rolls Royce—The Living Legend”,

This is an extremely well thought out and
beautifully presented collection of catalogues,
conlemporary press road tesis, excerpis from
handbooks and instruction manuals covering the
famous line of 40/50 h.p. cars up to the Phan-
tom Il and also the Wraith.

These are arranged chronologically and are
photo-reproduced thus giving not only the mes-
sage but the actual spirit of the originals and,
since all Rolls literature from the earliest days
was of the very highest standard. this has sel
the tone for the entire book,

The sales literature for 1914 was the most
illuminating to me as showing the vast service
grganisation that had been buill up by the com-
pany prior lo the impetus given o development
during the war years., and it also gives many
little known details of sporting achievements
complete with photographs.

The coachwork sections should be a mine of
inspiration to those faced with body designs for
quality chassis and, all in all, there is something
for everyone within these pages. It is a book
that we can thoroughly recommend, and is well
worth its price both in interest and information.

Publisher: Post Motor Books. Calif,, U.S.A.
Australian Price £52/9 plus 3/6 postage. Our

1« copy. from Technical Book and Magazine Co..

A most welcome addition to books for the's

205-299 Swanston Street, Melbourne, C. 1.

Restoration Technique

Contimuing our December series to aid those beginning the lenpthy rask of restoration.

CARBURETTION. A carburettor suitable [or
a one or two cylinder veteran is not the same
article as that used on a four cylinder engine.
The Ford “T™ carb. is somelimes seen working
rather indifferently on an early one-lunger. It
will perform perfectly on a statiopary engine
running al constant speed, but is unsuitable for a
vehicle unless there are four cylinders. There is
a fundamental difference in the requirements of
one and four cylinders. The single, and twin
to a lesser degree. have a pulsating, intermittent,
intake, but the four is relatively constant, especi-

ally at closed throttle. If a carb. has any form of
accelerating pump, compensating-jet, or ¢conom-
iser, there will be trouble when coupled to a
single cvlinder. Between strokes the sump fills
and gives over-rich mixture at low speeds. This
effect takes place even with the simple T
carb. as the hollow at the jer fills with & small
pool of petrol in readiness for a sudden open-
ing of the throttle, and this effect cannot be
avoided or altered in any way. If il is intended
to use a carb. of “Zenith” type having fixed
main and compensating jets and an idling jet,



the trick is to reduce the size of the compensat-
ing jet (the one which [eeds into a chamber
with an air-bleed). A simple way to do this is to
thread a strand or two of 10 amp fuse wire
through the jet and bend over above and below
to retain it in position. A “Solex™ lype main jet
will need to be completely altered to do away
with the sump and substitute a simple jet. It will
also be found very worthwhile, in fact essential,
to add some form of heating if there is none
already. Il is easy to fil a pipe from the vicinity
of the exhaust pipe to the air-intake. This will
be effective except for idling. To give it the “full
treatment” some kind of hot-spot is also required
except where the carburettor is mounted directly
on to the inlet port of the engine. An effective
hot-spot can be made with a sheet metal jacket
round the manifold, as close to the carb. as
possible, and connected with 5/16in. lube to
the exhaust. (It will require an occasional ¢lean-
ing). Some early machines used water heating,
and as early as 1901 Panhard had a carburetior
with a waterjacket built in. It is thus perfectly
permissable o add heating to even an early
Veteran.

PISTON RINGS. When fitting new rings.
the eylinder bore should have the glaze removed
bv roughening the surface with a light applica-
tion of a medium hone, or a rub with emery

cloth {round the bore, not up and down}. This
will make new rings bed-in quickly, but be sure
1o get rid of all trace of emery grit. (Parker-Hale
gun oil is a good cleaning agent). Normal gap
clearance in a water-cooled engine is 002in per
inch of bore, measured by feeler-guage with the
ring in the tightest part of the working section
of the bore. The gap may be practically nil with
the ring right at the bottom, unworn, part of
the bore, but so0 long as it will enter the cylinder
the “formula™ gap should not be less in the
working range. An old type of piston with the
wide (}7) ring-grooves will work perfectly with
two modern narrow rings per groove. Select a
pair of rings slightly too wide for the groove
and skim out the groove on the lathe to suit the
rings. Stagger all gaps alternately on opposite
sides,

HINT

If you know any sheep farmers get them to
save the emery paper from the wheel they use
for sharpening shears. Apparently they are pretty
fussy and throw it away wvery early in ils life.
It is in large discs and you can cut four or five
smaller discs to fit the popular drill-sander com-
binations, It is coarse stuff (but there are differ-
ent grades) and ideal for removing old paint.
Mow that shearing is over vou will find it lying
all round the sheds.

1959 National Rally

EASTER WEEKEND, TIMARU

All members are no doubt already aware of
the above to be held at Timaru. This promises
1o be an outstanding event and present indica-
tions are that the entry will exceed that of the
Picton rally.

As was the case with Picton for an evenl of
this magnitude the pre-rally work presents a mam-
mouth task for the organisers and only those
who have had to face the handling of some 100
to 120 vehicles plus some 300 bodies can fully
appreciate the diffculties to be overcome. How-
ever. we believe that the preliminary arrange-
ments have developed exceptionally well and that
the success of the function is assured.

General discussion between the committee of
the South Canterbury branch V.C.C. and Sam

Slyfield of the Pennzoil Company took place at
Timaru during last weekend and it would appear
that on some points clarification is necessary as
far as intending competitors are concerned. The
following may be of interest:—

Catering

The price to be charged for meals was dis-
cussed with the caterer and it was decided that
with the high standard of the menu the cost to
competitors is reasonable and the only alteration
decided on was that of half price for all child-
ren |0 vears old or under.

0il from Pennzoil

Free oil will again be available from the Penn-
zoil Company and branch sccretaries have been



advised along these lines and have been asked
to submit details of requirements of members
direct to the Pennzoil Company, Box 2352,
Christichurch. Those competitors who have not

For Better

Used Cars

At Lower Prices

Consult

JOHN DOWLING

AND COMPANY

STAFFORD STREET
TIMARU

Opp. Ballantynes
Phone 2256

been advised by branch secretaries may send
their requirements direct to the Pennzoil Com-
pany who will forward direct to compelitors
outside the Christchurch area. Christchurch com-
petitors will collect requirements from the Pen-
zoil depot. Detail required is as follows:

|.—Grade of oil; 5.AE. rating: quantity: type;

detergent or non-detergent.

2.—Petrel reimbursement.

Qur entry form stated that appearance money
would be paid to entrants in lieu of free petrol,
this being dependent on the success of gate tak-
ings. This appearance money will take the form
of payment for petrol in that an assessment of
the cost of petrol to each competitor will be
made and part or full reimbursement will be
made. We confidently expect to be in a position
to reimburse in full.

The event 15 being orgamised to give the maxi-
mum pleasure to competitors for the Easter
period and it is the opinion of the commiltee
that it will be an oustanding success. both socially
and from the angle of veteran and vintage motor-
ing no effort has or will be spared on vour

behalf. We look forward to the pleasure of
your company al Timaru,
Don Oddie,
Chairman,

South Canterbury V.C.C.

Wanganui Notes

Vintage Car Club of N.Z

Chairman: F. R. Williamson.

Looking back only a few years, vinlage cars
were conspicuous by their absence in Wanganui,
owing to the view of members that velerans
were the caper. Really old cars are the things
for interest, but now with several more additions
in recent months to the ranks of the right sort
of vintage machinery, the 1919-31 cars are gain-
ing swav. Michael Rose has a 1927 A.C. Acedes.
2 litre OHC, 2 seater, drop-head coupe with only
one previous owner, this car is in the best con-
dition, as found, we have yet seen. Secretary
bird, Reg Lee, has unto himself in almost as
good condition, a Bull nose Morris Cowley 2
seater roadster 1925, all instruments, spring gait-
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P. R. Williamson

Inc., Wanganui Branch

Secretary R. P. Lee, 34 Mt View Rd.,, Wanganui.

ers etc. (May as well deal with the rest of the
round nose Nuffield brigade 1 suppose. ‘Cor
Lumme’ we'll have a Bull nose club here hold-
ing its own events soon.) Wycherley of 30/98
fame has one similar 1 believe to Leg’s. Jim
While a two seater coupe, Levin members Noel
Bird a 1924-25 tourer and Gavin Hicks a 3
seater Oxford of 1924, Add Bert Tonks M.G.
and we have a round half doren—from none
to six in a few months.

Mew members Doug. Sheriff and Bevin Tasker
have respectively a 1926 six cylinder Overland
saloon, and a 1922 Chevrolet tourer, both com-
plete and in excellent shape. In fact, Doug was



out in the Burma Trial, without even having
1o dust the car since purchase. Ken Martin is
working on a 1923 Ford T tourer which is also
complete. Tony Fullerton-Smith's 20/60 Vauxhall
1931 is now owned by Dick Lyth who is known
as Pomeroy T. Lyth. This car has, since being
in Lyth's hands, the new low set headlamps.

A car which has used a little oil recently
but is now percolating well is the 1929 Willys
Knight 3 seater coupe which is very smart in its
vellow and black paint with proud owner Avro
Hillgrove and family getting pleasure out of
this impressive car.

Ross Jones from Kimbolton has his 1923 505
Fiat finished and has attended several evenis in
this rare Fiat. Apparently only 3 are known to
the Fiat Register. It has a N.Z. buill torpedo
body of very nice lines and shape, with nicely
flared mudguards.

The desolate remains of a car which have
haunted Bert Tonk's premises for some time,
have at last been taken over and are being
resurrected into a motor car. Yes, the 1914 4
cvlinder 9 h.p. water-cooled Alldays and Onions
midget car is well on its way to restoration. Don
Cimino, a watchmaker and instrument maker by

MN.Z ‘s Oldest @ Dealership

GORDON HUGHAN LTD.

P.0. Box 48 Pembroke Street
CARTERTON

Ford Dealers Since 1907
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R. Porter 8452 K. Loveday B175
W. D. Allen 8050 H. M. Catt 8800

trade is making a great job of this rare light car.
Those who saw the remains of the car will
realize the magnitude of the task, virtually build-
ing a new car. All credit to you Don.

The Hunterville Fire Engine is at last in
good hands, Steve Musso an enthusiastic Levin
member 5 weilding the tools on this restoration.

Like most other branches, no doubt, we are
getting requests to attend this Garden Party,
that Jubilee, etc., and credit 15 due to the mem-
bers who have turned out to these now club-
organised [unctions.

It was good to see s0 many visitors for our
Burma Trial. Special mention te Bill Clark and
Leon Witte who had to cross the ‘ditch’ to com-
pete, and Sam and Mrs Slyfield who were able
to attend the Club Room’s opening. Thanks to
Sam also for his films which were shown and
appreciated.

Spy’s sidelight on the Burma! Last year's win-
ner in car of 1952 vintage (non competitor) miss-
ing main turn off to Mangamahu, conlinuing
some 5 miles off course at speed, catches up
with another car (competitor) and of course able
to (at this stage) loudly direct misguided com-
petitor to correct route. Chairman’s remarks (o
Mayor on leading him into the Club Room for
speech-making. “I'll say a few words first, you
lean on the bar™”, Anyway, same chairman was
able to show the Mayor that he has a better
known city than he thought, by quoting several
passages from Miss Nagle’s new book *“Old
Cars the World Over”, which are complimentary
to Wanganui. His Worship, Mr Millward gave
a most interesting address and officially declared
the rooms open.

Mr Fossette, the A.A. President was present
to award the A.A. Salver and trophy to winner
Tom Stirling and navigator father-in-law Ces
Rountree. In the course of his remarks Mr Fos-
sette remarked that if he were a vounger man,
the Vintage Car Club would be the first club
that he would join, the reasons being, the con-
structive recreation, the type of persons that are
members and the esprit d'corps. It was nice to
hear these sentiments expressed by a man who
is a keen motorist, and also, as a Headmaster
has the welfare of those younger at heart.

The Monday following Burma, also bright and
sunny. saw a well attended picnic at Maxwell
Beach. thus rounding off a most successful week-
end.



BURMA TRIAL

Heat, not mud, was the main impression of
this year’s Burma Trial run under blue skies
and a sizzling sun on Sunday, January 18th, one
of the hottest days this Summer. In spite of uni-
versal boiling radiators the nineteen cars all
performed well. The exceptionally hot weather
and incessant jolting over the middle 20 miles
of back-country road caused a miner outbreak
of tyre trouble and a few other stoppages which
cost the loss of points at intermediate checks,
but all completed the course in good time. (It is
understood that the tail lamp and number plate
séen on the route have since been returned to
the owner),

Cars were dispatched from the A.A. grounds,
Wanganui, at one minute intervals, starting
shortly after 10 am. Last vears horror section
having wisely been eliminated, the course fol-
lowed the main route to Fordell, Mangamahu,
Collier’s Bridge and Kakatahi., Route instruc-
tions kepl navigators active making intricate cal-
culations of speed and elapsed time, while driv-
ers and spare crew kept a waichful eye for elu-
sive road-signs. AL least one of these proved too
elusive for Rov Southward's Vauxhall which
missed the Mangamahu sign and sailed blithely
on some five miles toward Hunterville before
realising that it has been a long time since catch-
ing sight of any other Rally car. Roy and Trevor
arrived somewhal late for lunch.

Required speeds were fairly low and as the
morning advanced, crews were seen taking ad-
vantage of any patch of shade cast by the all
too few wayside trees. A minute or two lost in
cooling off could easily be made up before the
next check point, but rather complicated matters
for a conscientious navigator. Some who started
out with lowered hoods found it best to re-erect
them. Others just got sunburnt. Not so the
Brotherston Talbot which traversed most of
the course with a large and colourful parasol
held aloft,

The first check point proved a surprise and
a puzzle to most. The Marshal there greeted
cach crew with a cryptic comment, “You are
now five miles from home and what is the cor-
rect distance between cars when one is being
towed?” Some did a “double take™ and had
to be asked a second time before realising that
it was all part of the contest and a sensible
answer was expected. (Twelve feet would prob-
ably have scored full marks). The little Morris
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Cowley nearly ignored the check entirely, be-
ing then intent upon the activilies of a top-
dressing plane.

The Wadev Buick arrived at the lunch break
with a prize exhibit in the form of a tyre with
a thumb-sized piece of wood protruding promin-
ently from the centre of the thread. How unlucky
can one be?

For the afternoon run, cars were again sent
off at minute intervals with fresh route instruc-
tions. The Studebaker had travelled barely half
a mile when a front Lyre gave up the struggle
with a resounding report just at a spot where
there was no room to pass. That “boot” being
of no possible further use they limped along to a
slightly wider, but no cooler spot and there
received the sympathy of others as they squeez-
ed carefully past.

The steepness of the Burma Hill claimed no
victim this time, bul reconstruction work on
parts of Field’s Track gave some crews rather a
shaking. Len will no doubt repair the leak in
the Bentley's pneumatic seal cushion belore next
Burma.

The lovely run down the Parapara was a
fitting finish to the 101 miles trial, marred for



some by thoughts of melted tar to be cleaned off
light coloured bodies,

Following the final check, cars passed through
the cily testing station where they were given
a quick but thorough inspection before taking
part in a short series of driving tests. This was
witnessed by a moderate attendance of the pub-
lic who were treated to a bright commentary
by Bob Hall on the loud-speaker.

Tom Stirling (1916 Overland tourer) was the
Trial winner. He and his navigator, C.Rountree,
put uo a very creditable performance in losing
a total of only I® points. Congratulations Tom.
That makes up for having to retire with engine
trouble last wvear,

Runner-up, only two points behind, was the
1920 Vauxhall piloted by Dick Lyth and Jean
Wricht as his capable navigator,

The Auckland 1922 Ansaldo ran into third
place in the capable hands of R. Jacobs aided
and altended by J. Irvine. (24 points lost).

The rest of the field in order of merit was
as follows: K. Wright, 1923 Alvis, 26; B. Walker,
1923 Ansaldo, 30; G. Brotherston, 1927 Talbot,
33: F. B. Withers, 1927 Morgan, 35; L. South-
ward, 1930 Bentley, 36; D. Sherriff, 1926 Over-
land, 39; M. Wadey, 1914 Buick, 42; R. Porter,
1923 Siudebaker, 45; R. Lee, 1925 Morris Cow-
ley, 46; A, Hillgrove, 1929 Willys Knight, 50;
A. Dray, 1926 Ford T Sedan. 68; F. Unsworth,
1925 Sunbeam, 72; R. Jones, 1923 Fiat, 74};
J. Ackroyd, 1927 Ciwreon, 81; W. Clark, 4L
Bentley, 884: R. Southward. 1928 14/40 Vaux-
hall (%)

The Dray brother's Ford T sedan made a
completely troublefree run. Their Ruxtell two-
speed rear axle (providing four speeds forward
and two reversel made light work of the hills
which proved rather a hurdle to Len South-
ward last year. In Fact, this car is proving a
tribute 1o the good work put into it by these
two young Wellington members. Just prior to
Burma they had completed a tour of some 1700
miles.

Brian Walker was put on his mettle this time
not by a Studebaker and its thirty draughthorses
but by another Ansaldo of similar model to his
own and an equally fine example of the margue
which had been driven down from Auckland
for the event.

The recently restored Willys Knight coupe of
Avro Hillgrove was much admired both as to
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perfection of the paint and plating and also
traditional silence of the sleeve-valve motor. We
hear Avro has effectively cured its excessive
thirst for il by some attention to the oil-rectifier.

Another newcomer deserving of comment was
the very tidy Owerland light six sedan presented
in a completely original “as found” condition.
It is not often that a car thirtv-two vears old
is found in such good order with paint and
upholstery without fault. On the run, Doug was
seen o do a very smart wheel-change, wave some
following cars past, jump briskly aboard, start
up the motor, release brake, engage gear and
carefully let in the clutch only to find 1o his
amazement that the car refused to budge.
Thoughts of broken axles and other dire fore-
bodings were quickly dispersed when he realised
the jack was still under the back axle.

The sturdy little Morris Cowley roadster of
Branch Secretary Lee performed well in spite
of there having been no chance to give il a test
run after extensive engine overhaul. Having re-
moved the hood and left it at home for the
comfort of the dickey-seat passengers, Reg and
his crew all collecled a good suntanning.

The welcome entry of a 1925 “Beam, driven
up from Wellington by Frank Unsworth, nicely
rounded out this years list of Vintage aristo-
crals.

CLUB-ROOM OPENED

Following the Burma Trial a social was held
in the new Club Room on the evening of 18th
January. Early in the proceedings Branch Chair-
man, Peter Williamson, introduced His Worship
the Mayor of Wanganui, Mr E. A. Millward,.
who complimented the Club on its fine achieve-
ment in acquiring and erecting its own head-
quarters. It was a credit to the Vintage Car Club
and to Wanganui and was a good example of
team work. With assurances of his and his Coun-
cil's continued support and encouragement he
officially declared the building open.

Mr W. E. Fosselte, President of the Auto
Association (Wanganwi), also spoke saving how
pleased he was that the Club was making such
good progress. “With complete sincerity | say
that I consider the Vintage Car Club is doing a
very worthwhile job in restoring and preserving
such fine examples of honest skill and craftsman-
ship as we saw taking part creditably in the one
hundred miles trial today over a course which
in places could almost be described as gruelling.”



Then, after keeping evervone on tenderhooks
for some minutes, he announced the results of
the Trial.

Amidst hearty applause he called upon Tom
Stirling to step forward and receive the very
handsome silver tray trophy donated last year
by the AA. (Wanganui) for annual competition,
The trophy was accompanied by another item
which the winner was to keep—"and no doubt
he would find a use for i!”

Responding to call of “Speech”, Tom said it
was the first thing he had ever won. His car
had run well and naturally he was very pleased
but most of the credit was due to his navigator,
Mr Rountree, who was then called upon o
accept a trophy as navigator of the winning car.

During the evening some films were shown,

notably one recording the restoration of the
Watkinson Perry with commentary by the chief
actor himself, and one of the Picton Rally with
commentary by V.C.C. NZ. Club Captain and
Chief Scrutineer Leon Witte of Christchurch.
Leon and Bill Clark in the latter’s 44 litre Bent-
ley sporis included the Burma just for good mea-
sure in their itinerary which covered the trip
to Auckland for “Ardmore™ and return via East
Cape where floods were encountered. Their sun-
burnt faces and the mud-plastered Bentley pro-
vided evidence of the extent of their travels, We
rather fear the Bentley was not very happy with
the 18 and 20 m.p.h. averages called for in the
trial and we are sorry we missed hearing it
romp up the Burma. The echoes are probably
still rumbling round the hills.

Canterbury Notes

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. {Inc.) Canterbury Branch

Chairman: H. 5. Foster

Since the December issue of “Beaded Wheels™
Canterbury Branch has been very active quite
apart from Christmas and New Year celebrations
from which, we trust, everyone has recovered. A
lot of time has been devoted to securing suitable
Clubrooms and at last a section and building has
been found which would be ideal, our thanks to
Allan Storer. The building, of breeze block with
corrugated asbestos roof and lots of windows is
of approximately 2000 square feet, however a lot
of enthusiastic labour will be required before the
premises and section will be inhabitable, and most
important, lots and lots of money is required,
post-haste, all contributions will be gratefully
received and suitably acknowledged.

Approval for the use of the building as club-
rooms has been given by the Christchurch City
Council and Town Planning Authorities subject to,
there being no objection from adjacent residents,
this problem is being tactfully pursued by Julian
Loughnan who s giving up hours of his time
calling on. and explaining our activities to those
concerned.

The last weekend of December will be remem-
bered by many Canterbury Veteran owners as the
enjoyable occasion of the Waimate Festival Cele-
brations. This event we understand will be an
annual one, run with the purpose of atracting
visitors 1o Waimate during the holiday season.
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Hon. Secretary: R. J. Cummins, 23 Randolph 5t., Christchurch

Although many Veteran owners were unable to
be present owing to the holiday period, approxi-
maltely twelve cars, ten from Christchurch and
two from Timaru, were there. Mr Athol Asher,
the local agent for Vauxhall ears went to con-
siderable trouble to make the weekend a success
for the Veteran owners. As well as placing the
services of his garage at their disposal, he provided
a large eight-roomed house for the families who
had intended 1o camp.

The weather was overcast when approaching
Waimate and on arriving there it rained heavily.
However, by 2 pom. when the procession was due
to start, it cleared and the sun shone pleasantly
for the rest of the afternoon. The procession
moved up the main strect at a snail’s pace, through
the Hospital grounds and inlo the ecycle track
when the cars performed in front of the many
spectators. The public showed greal interest in the
cars and much questioning of the locals was done
by the owners.

The weekend was enjovable for two reasons,
firstly because it added yet another event to our
calendar, and secondly, because it was the first
evenl at which we had had the opportunity of
seeing Les Everett's little 1913 Delage, which after
a lengthy restoration now maotors very well,

Jack Wilkins riding a 1910 Singer Motor Cycle



combination and Julian Loughnan comiortably
seated in his 1910 F.N. not content with the odd
130 miles 10 Waimate staved the night and motor-
ed on to Oamaru the following day, no doubt fol-
lowing a scent of some relic of the past, rumour
says, they had a most interesting interview with
an old motoring identity, but doesn’t say whether
or not they brought home the “game.”

The weekend ended sadly for Jack, not 50 miles
from home on Sunday night the Singer lost the
head of its one and only exhaust valve, how un-
lucky can one be after motoring more than 300
miles,

On New Year's day, ten Veterans set ofl on
their 40-o0dd miles ron to Dunsandel and back,
an annual invitation being extended to us from
the Dunsandel Sports Association, this year the
weather was much kinder and everyone enjoved
the run. It is a great pity that toolboxes are not
large enough to accommodate “crowbars™ or al-
ternalively perhaps, a telescopic type could be
produced. Allan Baker considers that they are a
maost essential adjunct to any toolkit, just before
leaving for Dunsandel in his Calthorpe Minor it
was noticed that one front wheel had a decidedly
drunken lean. the result of very high speed corner-
ing when pitted against a Super Snipe or some

other creature in the Wiggle-Waggle at the Nowv-
ember Rally, however a couple of minutes with
a crowbar corrected the camber angle and away
they went,

I have decided that Cadillacs must have been
very popular cars, single cvlinder ones 1 am re-
ferring to, there are no fewer than five being re-
stored in and around Christchurch, Dave Bow-
mans model K is progressing very well, the chassis
15 finished, four-seater body is being upholstered
and really all that remains to be done is the final
assembly and painting. he hopes to have it ready
for Timaru at Easter. I must admit | do admire
the man who has the courage to rebuild and re-
upholster a four-seater body; 100 many of us take
the easy way and build a single seat with box-
back, as 1 did.

One of these days when some kind person pro-
duces an engine, we will see Bob Turnbull’s “Siz-
aire Maudin.” | was amazed (o see the amount of
work Bob has done, the hours spent in making
metric bolts etc., the beautifully steam-bent hick-
ory chassis, finished varnished and slung from the
riafters of his workshop pending completion, sus-
pension, wheels, body and radiator all ready for
assembly, mudguards painted and hanging from
natls, and all that 15 wanted is an engine.

Cokers Hotel

W. A. Clapham

29 SOUTHWARK STREET — CHRISTCHURCH
Between Manchester and Madras Streets, Alongside
PHONE 77-471

Canterbury Service for

BOSCH

SERVICE

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries




Hawkes Bay Notes

by Jacqueline Holt

Vintage Car Club of N.7Z. (Inc.) Hawkes Bay Branch

Chairman: 0. A'deane

On Wednesday evening, 27th January, a gap in
the areas still not covered by those interested in
the veteran and vintage movement was filled when
sixteen people met at the Automobile Association
rooms in Napier and decided to form the Hawkes
Bay branch of the Vintage Car Club of MNew
Zealand. No doubt the parade of cars dur-
ing the provincial centennial procession on
MNovember Ist did much to stimulate latent in-
terest and the visiters from Wanganui and Auck-
fand will be pleased 1o know that their trip re-
sulted indirectly in a branch being formed here.

The secretary of the Wanganui branch, Mr R.
Lee, was good enough to travel to Napier for the
meeting and helped in no small way to assist the
local people with his experience. The new branch
seems well served by the provisional office-bearers
who were elected as follows: Chairman, Mr O.
Al'deane; Secreary-Treasurer, (Mrs) O. L. Kilby;
Club Captain. Mr K. Reiper.

Secretary: Mrs . L. Kilbey, 4 Chitton Road, Napier

The Automobile Association has already indi-
cated its willingness lo assist the new club with
the use of its spacious meeting room as well as
the use of its projector and an operator if any
films are to be screened,

The gquestion of branch boundaries was dis-
cussed and before a decision is reached there is
to be consultation with neighbouring branches 1o
arrive at an amicable arrangement.

There is no doubt that in this district there is
quite a few most interesting cars of various ages
and when the club is a little older more will be
brought along for inspection and discussion. Prob-
ably the oldest is Mr Piet van Asch's 1898 Benz.

It is proposed to hold monthly meetings on the
second Wednesday in each month at the AA.
rooms in MNapier and two or three events a year.
This policy was agreed on by those present and it
scems to be the logical way to hasten slowly.

What was!

It
SOLUTION TO DECEMBER QUIZZ

Several members came up with the correct
answer, all giving the make of car but dates dif-
fering by a year or two. Those in first were Hugh

What

The latest car quiz for Beaded Wheels Readers,
see if you can identify the car in this photo
and post your guess to the Editor, 20 Hackthorne
Road, Christchurch. The names of the know-
ledgeable together with other interesting details
of the machine will appear in the next issue.

is it?

As much detail as possible please!
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Mercer, Barry McFedries, MNoel Sprosen, Harry
Thoms, John McLachlan and J. Lucas.

The car was a 1914 Model 32" Hupmobile
of the type which pioneered many famous ser-
vice car routes, powered by a 4 cvlinder mono-
bloc engine with a curious plate instead of con-
ventionul valve plugs. Our photograph was taken
outside the Rutherford homestead at “Leslie

Hills”, Culverden.




Wellington Notes

Warwick Johnston

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Wellington Branch

Chairman: W. Johnston

As with evervone else, no doubt, the Festive
period has cut into this guarter but nevertheless
we have gol one good Rally to tell you about—
the Eastbourne Mardi-Gras Rally on 24th Janu-
ary. Having got some good and useful experience
under our belts as a result of the Hutt Veteran
Rally of November 1958 we approached this one
with much less trepidation and looking back we
can now savour the sweet smell of success. The
weather-man treated us just fine too, (he has done
for weeks now) it was real vintage weather in
fact, just like folks used to have back in the old
days.

The Wanganui conlingent joined in with us
again with the same good spirit. They motored
down on the Saturday morning, stayed overnight
and set off for home again about mid-day Sunday.
They brought some new talent in Maurie Wadey
in a 1914 Buick, Avro Hillgrove in a 1929 Willys-
Knight, and J. Ackroyd in a 1927 Citroen. The

second-timers were Berl Tonks and the 1913
Daimler, Mr and Mrs Vic Caseley in their
1914 Buick and Ken and Jean Wright. Ken

had garaged the 1909 Talbot locally since the
Movember show so he and Jean came down
in the 1923 Alvis, but some reports have it
that the trip was not without some friendly dif-
ferences of opinion as to whether it 15 warmer
travelling hood-up or hood-down. Levin had a
worthy representative in Trevor Hudson who
brought his family down in his fine 1925 Austin,
He told me that this car had done only 8000 miles
when he got it after having spent 25 years of ils
life on blocks—even now the mileage is only
12,000 s0 it should be capable of turning out at a
lot more rallies yet.

Rex Porter ferried “Buster” over the “hill” on
it trailer and Jack Keedwell motored his Stude-
baker for the same journey.

Home-town entrants had a couple of new-
comers in Frank Unsworth’s 1925 Sunbeam and
Len Southward’s recently acquired Bentley (ex
Gilassy Grayv, Auckland) which was driven for the
day by Mr R. Poynton, lather of Club Captain
Mike Poynton. Our second timers were Allan and
Colin Dray in their Model T, Bill Delany and the
1902 Crestmobile, Vera Southward and co-secre-
tary Wynn Maxwell brought along the Swilt, Roy
Southward drove the very attractive 1905 Darracq,

Secretaries:
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Mrs V. Sonthward, 14 Massey Cres,, Lower Hutt
Mrs Maxwell, 7 Tawa St, Lower Huott

while Len Southward drove the 1508 Holsman
buggy, He had the misfortune to be the only
casualty of the day when a tyre came off but
some deftly applied friction tape was sufficient to
¢nable him to see out the day. MNoel Whittaker
drove Len’s immaculate Model T sedan and Barry
Sullivan was aboard the Fire Engine. Last but not
least was Hugh Webley who added interest by
entering his B.S.A. motorcycle and wicker work
sidecar.

You can see therefore that we had a mighty
fine line-up to face the starter at Steven’s Motors
in the High Street and all got away in fine style
for the Time Trial through the Hutt and Petone
and on round the Bay Road. Although one or
two took a wrong turning here and there, getting
temporarily lost for their lack of pains, everyone
eventually arrived at the Recreation Ground at
Eastbourne. Here, after all the cars joined in a
Grand Parade before an admiring audience. they
were pul through their paces in a series of driving
tests, fimishing up with a slow motion contesl
which was won by Barry Sullivan on the Model T
Fire Engine. (Fire engine wins slow race—how
ironical'! Ed.)

Everyone then repaired to the nearby football
club hall where the Businessmen’s Association
turned on a buflet meal and some of the neces-
sary to wash it down and a most welcome repast
it was.

To round off the day, drivers, crews and friends
then gathered at what are jocularly termed our
Seaview Club Rooms—the cafeteria of South-
ward Engineering Co—for a noggin, a natter, &
couple of films and some supper and while every-
one was together, the prizes were presented to
the day’s best performers. The premier award, the
Muritai Challenge Cup for the aggregate points
for all events, went to Roy Southward who had
driven the 1903 Darracq to gain 841 out of a pos-
sible 1000. This was acclaimed a most popular
win. Other placegetlers were:

Veteran section—Time trial: V. Caseley, 1914
Buick: Concours: K, Wright, 1909 Talbot: Driv-
ing tests: R. Southward, 1905 Darracq.

Vintage section—Time trial: V. Southward,
1925 Swift and J. Keedwell, 1923 Studebaker
(dead-heat); Concourse: N. Whittaker, 1926 Model
T Ford; Driving tests: I. Wright, 1923 Alvis.




Otago Notes

Charlie Brown

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Otage Branch

Chairman: R. E. N. Oakley

Christmas Party

The annual Christmas parly was held at the
clubrooms on the evening of Saturday, December
13th. Joe Cassin turned up to represent Central
Otago, and to prove once and for all that he is
still alive and kicking. There was quite a good
crowd, and the clubrooms looked very gay in
their Christmas wrapping. Thanks to Joe Gough
who donated two Christmas trees, and Gordon
EZharpe who brought along his radiogram to pro-
vide music for dancing. It was nice to see mem-
bers bring their wives. Bob Oakley was “pre-
sented” with a ball and chain as a reminder to
his approaching marriage—MNo reflection on Judy,
of course! All in all, another highly successful
function.

Fifth Dunedin-Brighton Run

After five years’ running, il seems impossible
that the weather can be anything but fine and
sunny for the Brighton run, and so it was when
Dunedin’s Festival Week once again commenced
with the lineup of cars in the Octagon. The offi-
ciating V.L.P. this year was Admiral Dufek,
USMN, who with a Union Jack and a cheery
word started all the cars. A suggestion he made
during his opening address was a good one that
the club could well bear in mind—that perhaps
the 105th Festival Week could open with a moon
race lor veteran space ships.

The number of starters was down on previous
vears, there being nineteen cars and four motor-
cycles. Mew appearances amongst the cars were
the Atkinson” Bros. 1914 Star, Judy Oakley's
1912 Regal, and Alan Pearce’s Model T, and
amongst the motor-cycles we saw Miel MeMil-
lan's 1917 Rover. Quite a few regular competi-
tors of past vears were absent this time due no
doubt to the number of other wveteran rallies
which will take place in the South Island between
now and Easler.

The run itself proved most uneventful, no
breakdowns or incidents, which points, perhaps,
to a general increase in mechanical standards and
is as it should be. On the runs to and from Brigh-
ton nobody arrived late, in fact the general case
seemed to be once again that too much time was
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Secretary: B, Mooney, 34 Kilgour St., Roslyn, Dunedin.

allowed, resulting in competitors either having
to travel below their comfortable cruising speed
or wail just short of the control until their time
was up. To overcome this on the homeward
journey, the four competitors in Section 1, i.e.,
Merv. Winter's Wolseley, Alec Casey in McKen-
zie'ls De Dion, the Mclvor Bros” De Dion, and
Med Sutherland’s De Dion, decided rather than
take the 80 minutes allotted, they would all do
the trip in 30 minutes exactly, and so lose the
same number of points each. The scheme came
undone, however, when Ned Sutherland had a
puncture on Lookout Point. He made a valient
effort removing the tyre and tube and driving the
remaining 2 miles on the rim. No damage lo the
rim, but by arriving late he lost less points.

At the Brighton Domain, the usual field tests
were held, once again under the baton of Jack
Lemon, of the A.A. To provide a change, no
time limit was placed on the tests, as had been
done in the past, but this proved rather embar-

RUSSELL'S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street
DUNEDIN, C.1

Take pleasure in offering our

readers the benefit of a change, and

their worthy steeds a rest cure, by

having at your disposal our flect

of modern large and small cars and
molor scooters.

Phones

BUSINESS 77-719
AFTER HOURS 39-762




rassing, as all the competitors completed all but
one test without loss of marks.

After the tests, a slow race was held around
the circular track on the domain, and then down
the length of the inner field. There was no actual
winner, but the Wolseley of All Woellett and
several Model Ts were left to circulate indefin-
tely at the same speed. It was quite obvious that
a competitive event of this nature is a much
greater crowd pleaser than the normal tests
and more events involving all or several cars to-
gether could well be incorporated in future events.

After the cars had returned to Dunedin, an
informal gathering was held in the Clubrooms.
Well attended, it proved an excellent way of fill-
ing in time until dinner, but it was unfortunate
that the beer ran out. This is another point that
will have to be corrected for future events.

Brown House was the venue for the prize-
giving and dance in the evening. Mot as well
attended as in previous years, partly because of
fewer competitors, but there were very few locals
to be seen. The evening, like the day was very hot,
and much better suited to a drive in an open car
than a dance, however, with so many cars about
this could not have been an excuse for many.
Michael gave his customary eloguent speech
and the trophys were presented by Mrs Mclnnes,
wife of the president of the A A,

The results were as follows:—

Class 1, R, D. and D. K. Mclvor, 1907 De
Dion; Class 2, A. A. Baker, 1913 Calthorpe; Class
3, 1. Qakley, 1912 Regal: Field Tests, R. Carter,
1915 Model T, J. R. Lindsay, 1916 Model T;
Concours D'Elegance, R. G. and A. 5. Atkinson,
1913 Star, 2nd Regal, 3rd Wolseley, Calthorpe;
All-over Event, J. Oakley, 1912 Regal; Motor-
cycles, Concours D’Elegance, 1. W. Lawry, 1910
F.M. Event winner, I. Lawry, 1910 F.N.

Programmes for the Dunedin-Brighton Run
this year were given away on the Saturday morn-
ing of the run. Infinitely easier than selling them.
Thanks to Bill Bramwell and Frank Bertenshaw
who between them sold most of the advertising;
alsoe Tony Carroll who designed the attractive
COVer.

Cars shifting around lately are: Stanton’s
(Christchurch) 14/45 Talbot to Joe Cassin (Alex-
andra); Tony Carroll’s 1440 Vauxhall to Trevor
Timms; Alan Bryces Minerva saloon to Brian
Mooney: Brian Middlemiss’ Austin 7 to the Car
Wreckers, and a 1440 Delage (Christchurch)
bought by Max Jamieson.
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Brighton '59

MNow the rally out to Brighton
Was as usual a success,
And all the cars competing
Showed a high state of finesse.
All assembled at the garage
Bright and early for the start,
And then motored up in convoy
Through Dunedin’s business hearl.

Then when settled in the Octagon,
They waited for Dufek.

To start them off along the route
In a manner circumspect,

The drivers of the entered cars
All did their very best,

Though the public on the wayside
Were, as usual, quile a pest.

So up the hill to Lookout Point,
And down the other side,

And all on such a lovely day
Enjoyed their Brighton ride.
The driving tests on the Domain
Well done by the A.A.
Completed the enjoyment of

A satisfying day.

WANTED

For publication in Beaded Wheels

the following articles

1. Mew Zealand's Motoring History.

Z. Restoration Technique.
{a) Painting, (b) Upholstery,
(¢} Bedy Building, etc.

3. Rare Cars which came to New Zea-
land, their past and their fate.

By the Way, Have YOU
Bought a Subscription to
BEADED WHEELS




And then when all returned to town,
They up to the Clubrooms went,

And while they all refreshed themselves
Discussed how the day was spent.

The honours of the day were shared
By twe cars quile restored.
So excellently turned out
That we rightly did applaud.
Unlucky incidents were nil.
And all cars made the grade,
S0 everyone received their plague
That were—this year—not delayed,

There was no rush to spoil the fun
Mo time lost in delay,
S0 do come back again next year
To compete on Brighton Dayv,
Lee Stream Picnic
The usual picnic was held in beautiful weather
at Lee Stream on the Sunday following the Brigh-

ton Run. The veteran cars to make the journey
being Ray Carter’s Model T, Alan Pearces Model
T, Judy Oakley’s Regal, and Lyn Gough’s Buick.
Representing the vintage section, were Joe
Gough’s Fiat, Eric O'Hara’s 44 Bentley, Trevor
Timms® 1440 Vauxhall and the Turnbull’s Austin
7. The only casualty of the day was the Regals
fan, which took off in the direction of the radi-
ator. Violent chewing up of six packets of gum
failed to fix the leak, and so it was towed home.

After lunch, everyone took turns to drive each
others cars up and down the road. The R. O°C.
Shiel trophy, annually presented for no reason at
all, this year was given to Joe Gough and his
Fiat 510 for being there beautifully torned out
two vears running. A bottle of whisky. donated
by Mrs Shiel was divided {on the spot) between
the owners of the three vintage cars present. Most
people did not leave until six, as the weather was
still fine and sunny.

Waikato Notes

L. H. F. Death,

Veteran and Vintage Car Club (Waikato)

Chairman: E. H. Brown,

With the intervention of the Christmas holi-
days, Club activity has been rather quiet since
the last notes. During the period, however. the
Club has suffered a grievous loss in that Mr
Geo. Gilltrap has now left Mew Zealand and has
moved to Brisbane, so that his sparkling person-
ality and his splendid Muscum of veteran and
yvintage cars is lost (o us.

We would like to take this opportunity of wish-
ing him the very best of luck in his new locale.
It is not generally known just how much phil-
anthropic work George did behind the scenes,
for various deserving organisations and charities.

On Friday, 13th February, the film “Around
the World in Eighty Days™ had its préemiere in
Hamilton, and the Club was asked 1o put on a
Veteran and Vintage car parade terminating at
the theatre, to mark the occasion.

This had to be laid on in rather a hurry. as
we had but four days notice. but fortunately
Waikato enthusiasts are Keen lypes and we were
able to turn out nine cars, all locals except Messrs
Steel and Jelaca from Huntly.

They were: Benz 1897 (Garth Hughes), Velie
1923 (Malcolm Bremner), Morris Cowley 1925,
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Secretary: 1D, Hall, PO, Box 924, Hamilton.

(L. G. H. Slade), Essex 1923 (Lou Roberts), Ford
A Beauty (Tony Jelaca), Ford A 1929 (Roy
Rowel, Buick 1924 (Norman Steel), Stutz 1929
(Barry Cornwall), Cadillac-La-Salle {Tom Rash-
leigh).

Friday evening traffic in Hamilton is quite
something so that it was necessary to consult the
traffic people, and the writer was fortunate in
having their full co-operation, so that everything
went off very smoothly.

The Velie mentioned in the above parade has
been presented 1o the Club by Geo. Gilltrap upon
his departure for Australia. It is a large six-
cylinder tourer, in good mechanical order, though
some body-work needs tidving up. It is appar-
ently wery reliable and has quite a good turn
of speed.

The Club co-operates with the Hamilton Car
Club from time to time and we have been invited
to attend their grass track race meeling at
Waharoa, on February 22nd, at which they hope
to include a Vereran and Vintage parade as one
of the events.

A Rally, on the lines of the Auckland Club’s
Rotorua Rally, is being arranged, with venue at
Morrinsville, probably after Easter.



To the Editor

Madam,

Your recent excellent article, Reliability m
1907, tempts me to add what 1 have learned of
the 1907 Reliability Trials and Petrol Consump-
tion Test.

Dear

This year 1907, the Canterbury Automobile
Association held a trial from Christchurch to
Dunedin. The trophy, the Humber Vase. This
is the handsome silver rosebowl 14 inches in
diameter and standing 16 inches high and was
won by the late E. F. Dorman, then a resident
of Lincoln, and is now in the possession of his
son, W. F. Dorman, of Happy Valley Station,
Wellington. Mr Dorman drove a Rover described
to me as a Ball Bearing, and was accompanied
by three companions, @ Mr Smith, Mr Borthwick
and another whose name is not known. | am told
that Mr Dorman was the first in Canterbury to
fit an extra air attachment to a car, this no doubt,
aided him in winning this trial. Also the Rover
driven by Mr A. W. Smith in the North Canter-
bury run may have been the same car.

A photo of the Humber Vase is enclosed. and
as can be seen it is in a wonderful state after
50 odd years.

May be some Canterbury reader may know
something of the history of this event, if so I
would be grateful for any further information,

Yours faithfully,
H. G. Thoms.

Classified Advertisements

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS RATES

CLUB MEMBERS: Free for first three lines
(approx. 25 wordst;, thercafter 1/- per line (3
words).

NON-MEMBERS: 5/- for first three lines or less:
thereafter 1/- per line.

To be accepted all advertiserents musi bEI[}'p:d
and be accompanied by the necessary remillance
and must be in the hands of the Editor not Iater
than the 15th day of the month before publication
dﬂ.lsli:lk:ci:tl display advertisemenis of cars for sale
complete with photos may be inserted at special and
very reasonable rates, for details of which service
wrile to the Editor,

HAS ANYONE two new Dunlop 30 x 3% BE
Tyres with tread designs not matching? 1 have,
and would like 1o make a swap so we can have
a true pair each., Replv to Rex Porcter, Ander-
sons Lid,, Carterton,

WANTED: Urgently. 815 x 105 B.E. tyres for
Wolselev. All that 15 needed to make car mobile.
W, D. Read, 66 Norfolk Street, Dunedin.
WANTED: Anyone knowing whereabouts of
Morgan 3 Wheeler. either going or restorable,
please write G. Vogtherr, P.O. Box 71, Hastings.
WANTED: Four speed (preferred) gearbox, or
normal three speed box for 1927 Stutz Straight
8. M. F. Sprosen, P.O. Box 93, Blenheim.
WANTED: Six cvlinder Ansaldo engine, or
block and manifold. Any condition, Write H. G.
Thoms, 15 Wakefield Street, Lower Hull
WANTED: Information, photos, contact with
another owner of 1914 16 h.p. Darracqg. Also
genuine lamps, horn, radiator cap. Warick John-
ston, 176 Gracefield Road, Lower Hult.

FOR SALE: Lea Francis engine, 63mm. bore,
1924-28. Good order, other parts available. Price
£15 the lot. Rob Thomson, 24 Mechanic Street,
Dunedin, MN.E.1.

FOR SALE: 1923 Sunbeam 14/40, just restored,
new paint, ete. Very good condition. motors very
well Also 2 motors and numerous other spares.
Further particulars from K. W. Parker, 12
Edmond Street, Christchurch,

FOR SALE: New parts 1926 Model A.C. car, 6
cylinder. Contact DD, J. Benfell, 162 Main South
Road, Green Island, Dunedin.

FOR SALE: 1922 Citroen, 3-seater cabriolet,
£100 is starting figure for haggling. Contact Peter
Clarkson, 95 Rose Street, Sprevdon, Christchurch.
FOR SALE: 1923 Chevrolet 4 Tourer, gquile
good condition, tyres good, hood good, minor
adjustments needed. £45 cash, Contact 1. W,
Foote, 23 Park Avenue, Takapuna, Auckland.
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CJ\STRU[. I’RF"H"I\"I' “GGLDE\ .\RRI.’]I‘W"
TO MONTAGU MUSEUM

On March 12th, 1929, just 30 years ago, Sir
Henry Seagrave recaptured the world’s land
speed record from America by averaging over
231 mph. in the famous “Golden Arrow™.

C. C. Wakefield & Co. Lid., who have cared
for the car in recenl years and on whose Castrol
oil the record was broken, have presented the
“Golden Arrow” to Lord Montagu’s Motor
Museum at Beaulieu.

The car will be on view in the Racing Car
Record Breaking Section from Seplember |5th,

I':"SE En route to Ew.uhen thl: ‘Golden Arrow™
was on display at the Goodwood molor racing
circuit during the R.A.C. Tourist Trophy race
on Seplember 13th, After a tour of the circuit
before the race began it was on view in the
paddock.
Castrol Also Present Engine of “Flying Spray™
The Rolls Royee diesel engine which powered
Captain George Eyston’s record breaking “Flying
Spray” also arrived at Beaulieu on September 15.
With this engine Captain Eyston attained a speed
of 159 m.p.h. at the Bonnevile Salt Flats, Utah,
in 1936, a diesel engine record which stood for
16 vears.

OIL COMPANY H.Q. WILL BE NEW
LONDON LANDMARK

Contributing to the rapid changes taking place
in the skyline of London will be Castrol House,
new headquarters of the Wakefield Group of
Companies in Marylebone Road. It will be situ-
ated between Baker Street and Edgware Road,
immediately facing Marylebone Town Hall.

The new building, which 1t is hoped will be
completed by the end of 1959, will be one of the
most outstanding in the country. The island site
will be covered by ground and first floors only
and surmounted by a tower reaching to a total
height of 16 storeys and [70 feel. The design
gives an atmosphere of spaciousness and affords
the maximum of light and air to the interior of
the building. Accommodation will be provided
for 100 cars in a spacious underground car park.

Special features of the building include a bat-
tery of electronically controlled passenger lifts
travelling at 500ft. per rhinute, and radiant ceil-
ing panels which have been chosen in place of
conventional radiators.

It is anticipated the opening of Castrol House
will coincide with three Wakefield Jubilees—the
100th anniversary of Lord Wakefields birth, the
60th anniversary of the formation of C. C. Wake-
field and Co. Ltd. and the 50th anniversary of
the introduction of Castrol.
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People who know cars know Gastrol
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