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The A uck land Cl u b 's mo st im port a n t even t of
th e yea r. the A n n ual Ro torua Rall y to o k pl ace
o n the weekend 28 th Feb rua r y a nd fo r o nce we

we re reward ed by rea lly fine we ather. A record
e n t ry o f 40 ca rs , ca r rying we ll ove r 100 e n thusi­

as ts left fr o m th e A uck land R a ilw a y Sta tio n ,
whi lst a fu rt her 6 ca rs jo ined in fro m po in ts
fu r the r Sout h . T he G rand Rall y wi nn er was a

Ham ilton e n tr y, R. L. Blac kwood in a n ice lo o k­
ing 192 4 D odge. Sec o nd ca me M. H. C lose in
his very line 1914 F o rd T . M essr s M oses a nd
La wr en ce ca me thi rd in th e ind efat iga ble 1919

D ai ml er.
O n a r r iva l a t R ot oru a a G ym k ha na was held,

foll o wed o n Su nday m orning by th e Co nc o urs
d'El ega nce . This year th e judges had little diffi­
cult y in c hoosing as th e wi n ne r W . W atkin son .
w ho ex h ibited a ve ry perfec t 191 6 Perry o n be­

half o f the Wanganui Cl u b. In th e Vin ta ge cla ss
a n Auck land ca r, R . L. M eill' s be a u tifu l w ire
w hee led Bui ck too k the cove ted a wa rd .

T he o rga nisers ch uckled wit h glee to see the
vis iting Cl u bs ca r ry off not o n ly two of the

pr emier a wa rds. b ut so me o f the m in o r o nes as
we ll. In fac t things co uld not have be en a r ra nged
be tt er had they tri ed , fo r a first prize each wen t

to W a ng anu i, W aika to a nd Auck land Cl u bs.



Doubtless next yea r the re will be some tough
fun, as the re is noth ing like a spo t of co mpeti­
tion to put memb er s on the ir metal. We only
hope that the supp lies o f polis h and Bra sso
hold out!

An as to nis hing nu m ber of mech ani cal fai lur es
prevai led thi s yea r on the way down to Rot orua,
whic h seems to indicat e that mech an ical per fec­
tio n has not yet been ac hieved in so me cases.
Eviden tly mir acul ou sly inspired , the Co m mittee
this year provided as a follow up vehicle a small
modern truck , loaned and dr iven by R. Jacob s
and we need har dl y mention just how useful this
addi tio n pr oved to be. We are thinking of pro­
vid ing some thing in the nature of a Stage Coach,
co mplete with fo ur in hand, as next year 's fo l­
low up ca r. Af ter a ll a spa re horse or two is
better than no hor ses a t a ll.

Of course so me of the lucky ones wer e able
to get going agai n to arrive lat e but happ y. In
this category wha t pric e Roy Rich ard 's tr iumph ­
ant arriva l only 5 hours late, a fte r having carr ied
out by the roadside an extensive back end ov er­
haul to the Club Ca pta in 's 14(75 Alvis, which
Roy happened to be piloting ? Refu sing to be put
off by any silly littl e major break down on thi s
his first Rall y entry , Roy and his eo -driver located
a spare back end, stripped same fo r a vital part
o r two, and ga lla ntly set ab out stripping and
rebuilding their own diff assembly. T hey mu st
have made a good job of it for the old car
finished a t a fine clip. Apart from the hon ours
due for setti ng us suc h a trul y noble vintage
exa mple, it is felt that perhap s also a speci al
' bouquet' is merited for having covered the
least distance befo re bre aking down. T hey were
a few mile s on ly from the starting line when all
this happened .

Congra tula tions to N orm Findlay , who travel­
led witho ut hindran ce a ll the way fro m Napier
to Auckland a nd thence to Rot orua, in his 1925
Bullnose Morris, not forgett ing a lso his wife wh o
na vigated the car in to fourth place in the Rally.
Ga rth Hughes pr oved that faith is stro nger than
friction . co nq uering the Mamakus once aga in
on his 1896 belt driven Benz. Vie McCready rep­
resenting the far outflung outposts of the No rth
made his usual ro und trip from Kaik oh e in his
str iking red 1920 Minerva Roadster. To Bert
T onks in his wo nde rf ul 1913 Daiml er the Rall y
was onl y a co mpa ra tive ly simple sec tio n of a
long holiday tour, in which he sampled the de­
lights of fresh a ir mo to ring from the pleasantly
eleva ted sea ting accom mo dation of the Edward­
ran era.
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R. L. Blackwood pr ovided us with a most
wo rt hy link with the Co lo nia l past in the sha pe
of a bea ut ifully re stor ed 1924 Dodge Tourer and
to pr ove what a fine old ca r the early D odges
were, he proceeded to romp to victory as the
G ra nd Rall y Winner. We ll don e ind eed Bob .

Rather less than two months la ter the Waikat o
Club inv ited us to join them in a so mew ha t
simila r wee k-end event, having as its local point
the town of Mo rrinsville. Morrin sville pr ov ed to
be a most happy choice, the whole affa ir being
vigoro usly backed by their Cha mber of Com­
merce. T he wee kend was very well or ganised
and all mem bers who too k part ca me back with
enthusias tic rep orts. The G ra nd Rall y an d
Gymkha na winner was R. Wri ght -St Clair on a
1916 Maxwell . For the Auck land Clu b H. D en­
ton in his 1923 Mo on succee ded in carrying off
the G ymk ha na Trophy, with W. Jelaca coming
th ird in his 1926 F or d T. We are proud to say
that the Co nco urs d' Elegan ce pr oved to be a
happy hunting gro und for Auck la nd Pot Hunters,
with W. Jelaca (1926 Ford T ) first, M. H . C lose
( 1914 Fo rd T) seco nd a nd Moses and La wrence
thi rd in the 1919 D aiml er. The joke bein g of
co urse tha t bo th Jel aca an d Close are memb er s
also of the Waikato Clu b. H owever , we fan cy we
have a pri or claim on these two.

The gr eat est bit of excit em ent of the year up
the North end of our Isles is the opening of the
A uck land H arb our Bridge. Needless to say a
Mo nster Par ade in celebra tio n of the ope ning
has been pla nned by the City Council and mem­
bers a re expected to turn out in force for their
only free r ide (ever?) across the mighty Wai­
tem at a.

T he writ er 's spies have been d iligent as usual
and peepin g und er cov ers or thr ou gh the cracks
of door s has revealed the fo llowing titbits: Peter
Maxwell's Sun beam is to receive a perfectly re­
stored new engine, the engine of co urse bein g
the on ly pa r t of th is wo nde rf ul car that was not
comp letely rebuilt during restorati on . A cunning
back end co nversion, whi ch may so lve Sunbeam
own ers future pr oblems is a lso und ergoing ex­
periment.

Mess rs G ill and Jacob ha ve bee n see n whisper­
ing in co rners a bo ut rebuild ing spa re engines.
J elaca has go ne from the go r(Fo rd) to the (Ro lls)
blim ey, fo r he is now restoring a P ha nto m I.
J. Cha pple oddly enough is doin g a most
thor ou gh restor ation of a fa ir ly mo de rn Ame ri­
can truck for business use. We had alwa ys been
led to believe that truck work was a useful
appre nticeship fo r rebuildi ng Bentleys and arc



most relieved to find that th at awful wo rd
Truck ' applies reall y to Roll s Royces ins tea d .
V. McCready is bu sy o rga nising a su bstantia l
V. and V, foll owing wa y up in Kai koh e. D eep
in the heart of that ju ngle whi ch hides fo r so me
un kn o wn reason so me of th e most beauti ful
homes in th e Newm arket a rea, guess wha t was
see n? A littl e Au st in 7, circa 1927, co mplete with
charming up right al uminium Sa loon bod y, in
good nick too . Of co urse we would just love to
di vul ge th e name of the poor jok er who has bee n
bitte n anew by the A us tin 7 bug, bu t we just
don 't want to get him into trou ble. To tell yo u

the truth we a re no t sure whether he has as ye t
plucked up suff icient co urage to tell his wi fe
a bo ut his lat est find . O ver on the No rth Sho re
we know of a c ha rming little F ia t overhead
camrny Road ster, whi ch is being res tored in ve ry
th or ou gh fashi on. Wh er e is the F ra nc is 1912
D elage? . . . We wa nt the F ra ncis Delage . . ,
Wh ere is th e Fran cis Renault , we wa n t the
F ra nc is Ren ault. We end with a welc o me to Mr
a nd Mrs Walk er wh o join us with wh at mu st
su re ly be th e wo rld 's fines t example of a 1929
Va ux ha ll 20/60 .

Road Test No. 18 1928 SU NBEA M "20"- SPORTS TOURER

by N. Adams

So fa r in thi s series the o nly Sun bea m to be
revi ewed has been a seda te a nd very co mfo rt­
a ble loo king 16 h.p . Sa loo n, a ca r th at look ed
a dull perfo rmer. bu t which in fac t proved to
be pleasa nt ly lively. This unexpected liveliness is
of co urse th e hallm a rk of all good Sunbea ms .
As a contrast to th e previous car the rev iew of a
rather more sporting ma chine is offered , namely
the 1928 Sunbea m "20" Sp orts Tour er. T he 20
h. p. Sun beam was so ld o n its meri ts of being
a high class fas t tourer rather than a spo rts car,
though in fa ct the close coupled Weyman fab ric
bod ied sa loo ns wer e reckoned pretty near th e
top in the Sp o rts Sa loon cla ss of the ir day. Se ll­
ing a t be tween £750 fo r the tou rers to £900 for
the coachbuilt Saloon s, th ey wer e in spi te of
their high price ext remely popul ar. This was the
he yday befo re ma ss pro d uc tio n in Great Brita in
and about everyone ca r in seven o n the British
roads was either a Sunbeam or a Talbot. T he
fac t that so many of th e earlier models of th ese
two fam o us facto ries were still do ing th eir da ily
toi l un co m pla in ingly, undoubtedl y helped a lot
towards th is no ta ble sta te of affai rs.

Of cou rse the fam ou s '3 Litre ', by virtue of
its a bility to beat in th e mid twenties everything
of simila r eng ine ca pacity, did ra the r ecli pse a ny
pretension s to fa me of the lesser Su n beam tour­
ing mod els. However to po ssess a " 20" o r "25"
meant th a t o ne ne ed ed seldo m to be passed a nd
lon g dist an ce wo rk a t ex tre me ly high averages
was tak en fo r granted .

The 20 h .p. under rev iew was impor ted into
th is country in 1939 fo r the purpose of rese lling
seco nd ha nd , it then being possible to p ick up
such cars in En gland fo r as little as £5 o r less.
That it had su rvived 11 yea rs of ha rd use ex-
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tr ernely well goes with out say ing, or it would
hardly have been co ns idered wo rth th e tr ouble
of im po rti ng. Its his to ry since th en ha s bee n
fully traced , but noth ing whatsoever is kn ow n
abo ut its ea rlie r lif e in England. Suffice it to
sa y that it had run so me 150,000 miles and bee n
bad ly neglect ed mech an icall y when firs t pur­
chas ed a nd restored by an Au ckland Vint ag e
en thus ias t in ' 1953 . T he ca r no w belo ngs to M r
Malc olm Dick en s of the A uc kla nd V. and V.
Car Cl u b a nd is bein g ma inta ined to th e high­
es t po ssi ble sta ndards.

T he model is int er esting becau se the engine
is o f exactl y th e sa me ca pacity as the twin o/h
ca m 3 Litre, bore and stro ke being ident ical ,
th ough in th is case the va lves are p us h rod oper­
a ted. It rep rese nts an a ttem pt by Sunbeam to
pro duce a more mod ern a nd high er revving tour­
ing eng ine th an in the past , the block hav ing
been shorte ned, with fo ur ins tead of sev en reall y
generous sized bearings serving its 6 cylinder
cra nks ha ft. The cr an ksh aft is a wonderful ex ­
am ple of the lost a r t of machining fro m a single
billet of s tee l, eve ry thing, even to the co unter

Pho to by N . Ad om s

Summer motoring in this delightful machine.



balan ce weights, being turned fr om the solid. A
large vibra tio n damper contributes to the silky
respon se of the motor throughout its speed
ran ge. Unfortunat ely in keeping with the fashio n
of the times, ca rburetion and manifolding is de­
signed to give exce ptiona lly good torque a t low
a nd moderate speeds in top gear and the engine
pr oduces at its best onl y about 55 bhp, whic h
is a pity becau se it runs happily up to speeds
of 4050 rpm, a figure which is quite high for
the period . That th is motor possessed far gr eat er
poten tialities was proved abo ut 6 yea rs later
when it reappeared as th e moti ve power of the
popular 'Speed T wenty '. By then even Sunbea ms
in their conservative way fou nd no difficulty in
making it produce 72 bhp, a t which very useful
power figur e it co ntinued to per form ever y bit as
reli abl y.

The chassis, brakes, steering etc. are that of
the 3 Litre mod el, but the back axle rati o was
raised fr om 4.5 to 4.7. The bod y on thi s particu­
lar car is so me wha t narrow , being also that of
the 3 Litre, but with the addi tiona l comfort of
fo ur doors ins tead of two and full touring mud­
gu ards. Twin spa res ar e mounted on the sides
and there is a most eff icient and neat hood , com­
plet e with dr au ght valances a nd reall y fine rigid
sidescreens, plu s the usual Auster rea r wind­
scree n for the ope n air back seat drivers. Sea ting
is positively luxurious, the f ro nt buck et sea ts
bein g of a rm cha ir qu alit y. T he handbrak e, gear
lever and accelera to r a re to the right, and a
very large and well spru ng ' Bro oklands' steering
wheel is admira bly pos ition ed before the driver.
In strumentation is generou s a nd includes a Jaeger
rev co unte r and thermometer in full view on
the right side of the mah ogan y dashboard . A ll
plating is nickel, paint wo rk is black lacq uer , the
bonnet being left in bright aluminium and the
hood , tonneau and side curta ins are a splendid
example by a modern Trimmer of ano ther a rt
that is now all but lost.

Since the car is so und in eve ry way, no time
was lost in putting it throu gh its paces. The
engine responded from cold with barely a touch
o f the sta rter button and full working tempera­
ture with 40 '50Ibs. o il pressure is quickl y reached .
One's first impression s on dri ving the ca r are of
a wonderfull y smo oth clutch , an easy and rea­
sona bly qui et gea rbo x, high gea red but light and
acc ura te steering and a mechanicall y quiet
engine, with. however, quite a pleasant hard
and lusty not e fr om the 3in. main dr ain age
system. a note which carries that slightly boom­
ing effect whi ch seems in separ able fr om all Sun-
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bea m motor s.

It is a gre at pity that the gearbox rati os are
so low and wide ap art and also du e to the
coarsen ess o f the top and third dog s so me pretty
precise timing is necessary between these two
gea rs. However to the skilled cog basher th e
incredibly rapid and silent gea r ch ang es possible
with the box are sheer delight. Incidentl y thi s
sa me gear box is common (with slight rati o va ri­
atio ns) to a ll Sunbea m mod els bet ween 1924 and
1930 , it being found in the 20/60 , 20, 25 and
even in the 16, which last however has a differ­
ent belLh ou sing . It can be fitted witho ut grea t
d ilTiculty to the old 14 '40's, wh ich it improves
a lmost out of recognition .

A useful 30 was obtain ed , with a maximum
of a little over 40 in th ird gear, and that the
car had evide ntly been designed to per form the
bulk of its work on top gear was self evide nt, it
being po ssible to run in that gear a lmos t to a
sta nds till and still acc elerat e away with out fus s.

In fact the ca r can be sta rted in anyone of
its four forward speeds wiih out undue stress .
Thus when requiring a fas t get away fro m a
sta ndstill, the drill being to sta rt in seco nd,
make a flick ch ange through the gat e int o third ,
af ter which one gropes mentally for a Bentleyish
th ird to find that only top is left. However a dis­
tinctl y pleasing 0 to 30 is obta inable in this way
and is sulTic ient to leave everything else sta nd­
ing at the light s. The vehicle is by modern spor ts
ca r standard s or even that of a co ntempora ry
3 litre Bentley or Alvi s 12 '50, a tr ifle slow in
arriving at its very efficient cruising speed of 55
m.p .h . On ce 50 is rea ch ed however things sta rt
to come to life and there is no doubt whatever



The riding proved very stable and comfortable
at all speeds and in general the same remarks
remain good on non-sealed roads, with, how­
ever, the addition of a certain amount of noise
and vibration, the springing being of course very
much on the firm side. The usual under-cum­
oversteer characterisctics of the vintage car pre­
vail, making a somewhat heavy throttle foot
necessary, although the effect of a back axle
which steers so well is rather mirth provoking
at times. On this particular car the normal torque
tube steering effect is exaggerated by abnormal
wear and consequent play in the rear cantilever
spring trunnions and shackles!

Also there is some very noticeable front axle
tramp when ever the driver fails to miss a large
pot hole. However, due to the huge mileage this
machine has done the front springs have been
stiffened with a number of new leaves and one
is lead to suppose that their rating now differs
considera bly from the original.

The originality of the car tested was most
pleasing, everything on the da shboard working
correctly, for instance, the well preserved original
leather work, the bulb horn, the nice Sunbeam
switches and beautiful Rotax headlamps giving
that long and narrow light projection which is
so useful when driving fast at night. Characteris­
tics that stand out on a quick glance at the car
are the handsome Vee radiator, high mounted
lamps, generous running boards and rather oddly
mounted spares, which rest on blocks on top of
the running boards instead of being recessed into
the front wings in the usual and more handsome
manner. The provision of such luxuries as knock
on hubs for the wheels is also noted.

There is a characteristic of solidity about a
well built long wheelbase car that is impossible
to emulate in smaller and lighter vehicles, no
matter how sweetly they may run. There is also
a sort of lusty toughness both in appearance and
performance with all high class English tourers
of the Vintage period, which is so greatly in
contrast with the flabby performanced Yankee
contemporaries, which, however, often achieved
much smoother looking lines and which in many
respects have proved just as durable and efficient
over the long years of trouble free service that
they have invariably given.

It is interesting to quote from a Sunbeam
road test report extracted as follows from a
well known Motoring Periodical of the time.
"Another characteristic which is shown in the
tabulated performance data is that the car quickly
reaches a speed in the neighbourhood of a mile
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that the car on test, which differs from standard
only by having a slightly raised compression
ratio, will reach and hold 75 m.p.h. When in a
hurry 65 m.p.h. can be maintained over con­
siderable distances without anything disintegrat­
ing, although of course such practice would be
indicative of unpardonable abuse on the driver's
part. The lack of spares and also the dearth of
skilled professionals capable of undertaking the
restoration of such items as engines and back
axles these days, make it imperative that we do
our utmost to preserve the very few remaining
examples left in the country by employing at
all times considerate driving methods.

In the car tested brakes which were several
years ago very good, are now most disappointing,
owing to an attempt by the restorer to machine
out badly scored drums, resulting in the drums
'breathing'. The fortunate acquisition of a set
of good brake drums will without doubt put this
matter right. The four wheel brakes, which are
self servo on the front, are assisted also by a
vacuum servo motor and the l6in. drums give
a very ample breaking area. The hand brake
lever operates a completely separate system hav­
ing its own set of cast iron shoes inside the rear
drums. The idea being that should an oil seal
give out at any time the hand brake would still
remain fully effective.



a minute, and one ca n ca rry on with the acce ler­
ator ha rd down to the floo r boar d. fo r as lon g
as road and tra ffic co nditio ns permi t, witho ut
the engi ne showi ng any signs of dis tress, a charac­
te ris tic which is dou btless responsible fo r the
fac t th at high average speeds are the gene ra l
o rder wit hout the driver in any way feeli ng tha t
he is push ing the ca r. During one sec tion of our
test ru n. 100 mi les were covered in well und er
2·} ho urs, a topica l conversa tion being kept up
the while- a point worth recording, because it
shows th ere was no idea of racing to get to the
jo urney's end ."

T he wri ter found it quite interes ting to read
the a bove qu ot e af ter having co mpleted th e fo re­
go ing test report , as it amply co nfirmed wha t he
had in fact already just written . H owever, refer­
ence to the said 'Ta bula ted Performance Data '
proved rather d isappointing. Sta nds till to 50
m.p.h . thro ugh the gears, 26 seconds. and in to p
gear 10 to 50 m.p .h. in 27 seco nds ce rtainly isn' t
sta rt ling by modern sta nda rds . However, the
pa rtic ula r rep o rt refe rred to an 18 h.p. mod el

and not to th e " 20". Ev ide ntly performa nce
standards we re mu ch lower in those days. bu t
o f co urse one mu st no t lose sight of the fact
th at two to th ree litre engines were inva riably
expected to push around the coun tryside some
30 to 35 cw t. of mot or ca r on wheels and tyres
of a t least 30 inc hes in d iameter.

Principal spec ificat ions of the Su nbeam "20"
a re :-Six cy linders, 5.5 to I co rnp . rat io, BTH
magneto, RAC ra ting 20.9 h.p., Bore 75 m/m,
Stro ke J 10 m/m. B.B .P . 55. Capaci ty 2920 ck:
( 178. 1 cu in) . Wh eelbase 10ft. 4tin . T rack 4f t
7in. G ro und clearan ce 8in. Leng th overall 14ft.
3t in.

Gear rat ios (no rma l) 4.7, 7.9, 13.0. 18.9 to I.
(T he ca r tested however has in lat er yea rs been
fitted with a 5 to I back end giving sligh tly low er
rati os, to so me exten t offset by the much larger
tyre s now fitted).

Fue l co nsump tion und er idea l condi tions, 2 1­
22 rn.p.g.• decreasing to 17 m.p.g. in town if the
gea r box be prodd ed a t a ll vigo ro us ly.

SOLUTION TO MARCH QUIZ

Many thanks to a ll those who sen t in repli es
to our Ma rch Q uiz, most of whom gave th e cor­
rect answer. The firs t to hand co rrec t were re­
ceived fro m L. L. Jon es, M . T horns, Pet er Max­
well, D . Kin g an d G . T. Rae. Our thanks also
to Rob G unne ll wh o supplied th is pho tog ra p h
of the Aus tralia n 5 19 Fia t.

We ca n do no bett er than pu blish th e lett er
of Leslie Jones which gives in deta il th e specifi­
ca tions of this ca r.

What it was! 53A Co llege St. , Master ton.
Dear Madam,
T he ca r illustr a ted in the Ma rc h issue quiz is

a Fiat, 1 would say a model 5 19 of 1926 vintage.
T his ca r had a six cy linder eng ine with a

cubic capacity of 4750 c.c., bore was 85 m/m
and stro ke 140 m/m . T he lengt h of the chassis
was short type 10ft. 9in. a nd lon g typ e l l It .
9t in . Standa rd ty res were 895 x 135 m/m and
the chassis weig ht was 31 cwt.

The model 510 was very simi la r in appea ra nce
to the 5 J9 but I feel th e ca r illu stra ted is a 519.

My late father held th e Wairar ap a age ncy fo r
Fiat s fro m 1913 until 1930 and had a very high
regard for the se beaut ifull y m ad e ca rs .

Yours since rely, Leslie L. Jon es.

What IS it?

T he la test ca r qui z fo r Beaded Wheels Read ers,
see if yo u can ide n tify the ca r in thi s ph ot o
and post your guess to the Ed itor, 20 Hacktho rn e
Road , Chris tchurc h. T he names of the know­
ledgeable togethe r wit h o ther in teres ting de ta ils
of the machine will appear in the next Issue.

As mu ch deta il as possib le please!
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Remember a Reo by R. Porter

Fa the r so ld th e tr ap a nd horse a nd bought his
first a uto m obi le in 1908. It was a sing le cy linde r
R EO with no wi ndscree n or doors, a sea t for
two , a nd a fo ld ing "d ickey seat" a t the rear.
Po we r- pla n t co ns isted of o ne big hori zontal
cy linde r u nd er the floor, two speeds and reverse
epicy clic transmissio n and si ng le c ha in to diff
on rear axle. It was cranked by a de ta cha ble
cra n kha ndle fitt ed in to th e s ide . I don 't kn ow
th e rat ed h .p ., but it m ust ha ve had a co lossal
pisto n . It was quite im possible to cra nk th e
engi ne over co mpressio n stroke unl ess th e half­
co mpression lever had been set. T he a u to matic
inle t va lve a nd th e four vo lt storage ba ttery a nd
co il igni tio n we re o the r pr imative feat u res R . E .
Old s see ms to ha ve ca rried over from th e da ys
of his popular "cu rved d ash" O ldsmo bile. T he
1908 Re o was in fac t a very typical exa mple of
the early American low speed eng ine.

For a yea r it was th e on ly ca r in th e town
(Wy nd ha rn , So uthla nd), bu t o thers were seen
occasio na lly. A few of th e more well -to-do fa r m ­
ers had go ne in for the new fan gled mechan ical
transport , and there we re a co nsiderable num ber
of ca rs to be see n o n th e stree ts o f fn verca rgill.
T he local Medico we n t his ex tensive rounds on
a two-sp eed D ou glas m ot o rcycle.

Pho to by R. Porter

E. C. W . Porter and wif e in Reo, January 1910. This

week's quiz . Who is the small "girl" in the dickey

seat?
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A pa rt f ro m ty re troubles, we we re held up
o nly twice o n th e road during th e fo ur years
we had th e Reo. "I wo nder wha t th a t clicke ty­
click noise is?" sa id fa ther. It co ntinued and he
became q ui te co ncern ed a bo u t it , wo nde ring if
he sho uld stop to investigate. The sudden wild
racin g of th e engi ne decided ma tte rs. Swi tcbed
off, th e vib ra tion su bsid ed and we coasted to a
halt. Fa the r opene d the f ro n t pa ne l be low the
sea t and was looking bla nk ly a t the works whe n
one of us spotted a lon g black object o n th c
road so me di stan ce back. It was th e c ha in with
a bro ken link . Out ca me th e tool kit which eve n
incl uded a sma ll vice to be clam ped o n th e step.
( I still have th at tool, the o nly R eo re lic, an d it
is still useful ). A spa re link was fitted . After a
lot of very dirt y fiddling threadin g th e greasy
sna ke like ob ject o n to tbe horribly inaccessible
sprockets, we wer e mo to ring aga in to th e accus­
tomed tu ne of "chug -sc ro up chug-scr ou p " with­
ou t th e "clickety-click".

T he other breakdown was du e to a flat ba t­
ter y. A t that tim e th er e was no local garage a nd
no elec tric power. T he R eo 's littl e accum u lator
had to be se nt away periodicall y to Vickery's,
In verca rgill. to be re-ch arged . P endi ng its return ,
R eo was immo bilised , usua lly d ur ing th e ve ry n ic­
es t mo to ri ng wea the r, so it see med to us . Sunday
da wned unexp ect ed ly fine and a fam ily p icnic
was decided upo n . Wh ile the lunch bas ke t was
be ing pac ked, fa the r performed th e m yst ic
me ch an ical rit es which were th e inevi table pre­
lude to any journey, howev er shor t, and a n
abso lu te mu st in th e case of ou r proposed sa fa r i
of five or ten m iles up into th e hill s a nd bush .
T he "d rill" fo llowed thi s rout ine : Up th e step­
ladd er to th e o ld sta ble loft, ope n a case of
pe tro l a nd ta ke o ut a fo ur ga llo n - tin a nd lower
it o n a rope to th e s ta ll bel o w. Punch a bole
" jus t so" in one corner a nd a smaller ai r hol e in
the opposi te co rner. Fi lter th e fuel through a
chamois lea the r lined funnel int o the tan k
locat ed under th e dum m y bonnet. Top-up th e
neighbouring wa te r tank. C hec k th e o il in th e
"mag azin e" , a m yst eri ou s box un der th e sea t
with sun dry glass and co p per pipes, and , gra nd­
es t item of the ce re mony, check th e sta te of
health of th e accum u la to r. Th is was a tr an spa r­
en t ce lluloi d box full of grey and brown p lates



and clear liquid , and with plu gs and red terminals
on top . T he test was made with a pocket volt­
meter the size of a watch. Ap parently this unit
was considered to be in a fai r sta te of health,
fo r the rou tine co ntinued . G rease cups were
given a part-turn and the oil-ca n squirted here
and there. T hen eac h tyre was minutely exa mine d
and a ny small cut ca refully probed to extract
the inevitable chip of blue road metal. Ty re­
putty was sq ueeze d into the cu t in the hop efu l
belief that it would perform so me miraculo us
repai r. Th en out came the tyre pump, tha t fiend­
ish impl em ent of drudger y. Wh en big brother
was completely pu ffed a nd un abl e to force the
handle down an y more, fa ther would take ove r
and co mplete the jo b. A qui ck du sting and a
rub of the bra ss, and the grea t mom ent had
arrived. Check controls, tickle the carbu rettor,
set the decompressor pedal, then fa ther ar med
with the big starting cra nk would dr aw a deep
brea th and prepare to exec ute the co up-de-grace.
A slow cra nk ing till compressio n was reached ,
then a sort of ro cking moti on to the accompani­
ment of pig-like sno rts (no t fro m father . fro m
the auto inlet valve), "Swi tch on", a mighty
heave and over the top wen t the crank, and
"Chug-scroup" went the engine. "Quick, release
the decornpressor," and. all being well, Reo was
ready to take the roa d wit h tha t mig hty hori­
zonta l sing le cyli nder engine thr obbi ng power­
fully and rocki ng the who le machine lustil y for e
and aft and up and dow n.

This perfo rma nce usuall y took about an hour
and gave mo the r ample time to pack plent y of
goo d th ings into the wicke r lun ch basket and
to don the big, elab orat ely orna me nted hat and
white silk motoring veil which were the badge
o f the lad ies who ventured fo rth in an automo ­
bile.

On the homeward trip lat e in the af terno on .
Reo sta r ted normally but gave up the ghos t com ­
pletely af ter a mile or two. T ro ub le was fina lly
locat ed when the pocke t-vol tme ter this time told
the tr uth an d showed a flat ba tte ry . Th is reall y
was serious, with hom e ove r the hills and Very
Far Away. To a sma ll boy . the sense of adven tu re
was so mew ha t damped by thoughts of the bush
rapid ly growing dar ker and darker. Father se t
off on foot and we were told to guard mother
and the car. (All very well to read abou t that
sort of thing in "The Boys' Own Paper " , bu t
bogey-men were apt to ass ume very rea l iden tity
a t such a tim e). Father appa rently did not have
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to walk fa r before coming to a fa rm hou se.
Ca lling there to ask fo r the loan of a horse and
gig, he was struck by the Great Idea. There be­
fore his eyes stood a big old wall telep hone, and
telephon es had ba tte ries. These he bo rrowed .
placed in a box. and carried back to the stra nded
car. In spite of their messiness an d the frag ile
glass jars, the Le Clanc he batteries got us home.
After that episode, we always ca rried an eme r­
gency set of the new Dry Cells.

A jou rney was seldo m attempted unless the
wea ther portent s were pr op itiou s, a nd usuall y
the folding and detach able hood was left a t hom e
where it hun g suspe nded fro m the roof o f the
old stab le. Onl y dir e eme rgency forced a venture
in defian ce of the elements. T hen the hood was
fitted, the celluloid scre en unr olled down in fro nt
and butto ned to the top of the dash .

Ty res were of whit e ru bber , qu ite smoo th and
devo id of any tread pa tte rn. A wet road or the
mu d which co uld usually be expected a t eve ry
dairy farm entrance cou ld prese nt a serious
hazard .

Our usual speed on the open road was a bout
15 m.p.h. similar to tha t of a good horse and
gig, bu t on occasion if really challenged, father
wo uld speed up and cou ld jus t overtake the aver­
age horse-drawn ou tfit. Coun try horses were still
unaccustomed to motor and shied when being
met. In a bad case fa tbe r wou ld pull in to the
side of the road , stop the engine. dismou nt, and
talking soothingly to the frigh tened animal. an d
lead it pas t the car. Starting up again, his com ­
ment was . "Our hor se does n't sbie even at a
tract ion engin e."

It was only a year or two befo re Reo began
to appea r very old fashion ed . T he Doctor had
bought his first Ford "T" a nd venture d out in
all weath ers, day or night , ove r roads goo d and
bad . T he local Livery Stabl es had almos t closed
do wn and were co nsidering reopen ing as a
Motor Ga rag e. The stoc k firms eac h ra n a ca r,
the two-cylinder Renault being a popular cho ice.
T he "Squire" had a sma ll fleet of two Clement
Ta lbo ts and a Wo lseley monster. So. the tru sty
Reo was traded-in for a Fla nde rs. co nside red
then to be a Real Aut om o bile, not so expensive
and magnifice nt as some of the beauties appea r­
ing on the ma rket, but definitely a cut above the
hacks used by the Stock Buyers. Our adventures
wit h the Fla nde rs will p rovide ma terial for
fur the r rem iniscences.



The 8 h.p. Single Cylinder Rover Car Part 2
R. Fultun

Before relat ing a few stories of th e old car,
may I menti on so me interesting poi nt s th at came
to light wh en pr ac tising for th e First Petrol
Co ns u mption Tria l of the Ot ago Mot or Clu b in
19 10 . The first is th at a ca r has its most eco no mi ­
ca l speed , a nd it pay s to find thi s o ut by driv­
ing a t diff er ent speed s a nd noting th e distance
co ver ed o n a sma ll amoun t of pe trol, sa y 8
o unc es. A si mp le method was to turn off the
petrol tap and no te how far the car would run.
T he float- ch am ber o f the carburettor was much
larger th an is usu al no w, and a car m ight go
perh aps + mile befo re it "ran o ut" . But more
interes ting was to di sco ver th at th e ac tua l drivin g
o f the ca r mad e a tr emendou s diffe rence. For
ins ta nce, th e opening of the throttl e sho uld be
do ne extremely gradua lly, and th e clos ing down
of the throttle p rov ed even more im portant still ;
closing of the th rottle completely is equ iva len t
to putting on th e bra kc, which o f cou rse reduces
so me o f the momen tum of the car, th e"eb y ju st
wasting petrol. A n ex t ra o rd ina ry finding was th at
every time o ne d rov e ro und the co u rse in p rac­
tice, the petrol cons um ptio n actu all y improved .
T he re seemed no reas o n for this, but nevertheless
it was true. Evid ently one learned to handle the
throttle lever more ge ntly, to drive o n th e smoo th­
est pa rt of the ro ad , to make u se o f slight slopes
so as to gct th e ben efit o f grav ity , a nd if possible
never to close th e th rottle co mple te ly, s ince thi s
ac ts as a br ake. In stinctively one see ms to de­
velop a greater sens itiveness in dr ivin g, fo r ex­
a mple, an avoid an ce of sudd en accel erat ion , and
thi s h"ls an appreciable effect on mileage per
ga llo n of petrol. I hav e the ide a a lso (but have
never proved it) tint wh en ma ximum econo my is
bein g a imed at, th e use of a hand-th rottl e, cus­
tom ary in those days, was super io r to th e presen t
foot-accelerator. Some of these points may be
of interest to re aders who are ke en o n reducing
petrol consumption.

Stor ies of the old Rover car

My father rel ated an occasion whe n he was
dri vin g the ca r o n th e level A nderso ns Ba y road
in Ounedin. T he ca r seem ed to be goi ng ver y
well, running ver y sm ooth ly, and even wh en he
throttled down, it co ntinued on at th e sa me
speed . Unable to ex p lain this, he lo ok ed back
a nd the reason was easily seen- an electric tr am
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was close behind, and p ushing him alon g!

M any years ago when horse-cabs were In

ge ne ra l use my father was sum m oned in th e
ear ly hours one morning by a man wh o kn ock ed
a t th e door, and asked if he wou ld co me o ut
to St. Cla ir to see his wife wh o wa s ill with
" tum m y pain s". M y fath er sa id that he w ould .
The man then asked wh at the fee would be, a nd
was told "one guin ea " . They set out fo r SI.
Clai r, a nd when they reach ed the house, th e
man got out and sa id ; " Here is you r guinea ,
doct or. There's no need to com e in . M y wife 's
all right. I o nly wanted to ge t home, and whe n
I asked a cabby, he sa id he would ch arge 30/-."

In th e early days of the old car, there wer e
o ften large and deep pot-boles in the street s. I
rem ember clearly one day in Mcllride Stree t,
So uth Oun edin, when a back wheel dropped in to
o ne o f th ese pot-hole s, a nd th e ca r could not
pull o ut under its ow n pow er . A bak er 's va n with
horse was nearby, a nd m y father as ked th e
dr iver if he would p ull ou t. As no ro pe of
an y sort was available, th e 'traces' had to be
attach ed directly to th e front axle. When th e
horse pull ed vigorously, and th en the hot ra d ia­
tor tou ch ed the horse's " behind " , cau sin g it to
kick o ut, o ne front lamp being kn ocked o ff' , a nd
the rad iator badl y denied . T he incident ca used
m y fa the r much ann oyan ce, but the o nlookers
a good deal of amusem ent.

In 1912 or thereabouts, my father had th e
opportun ity of acquiring seco nd -ha nd a 1910
m odel 8 h.p . Rover ca r, whi ch had form erl y be­
lon ged to Or Wm . A llan o f Mosgiel , a nd he pur­
cha sed thi s car, whi ch was in quite good o rder.
Wh en my father ask ed a frie nd what he th ou ght
o f th e new car, the reply was 'That's not a new
car ! It's only your o ld one repainted!" Well,
wh en several people sa id the sa me thing, m y
father sa id "If they're a ll so su re its the old ca r,
then I'll let them go on th inking thi s." So to tbi s
da y th e m a jority o f th ose wh o remember th e
o ld ca r think th at m y father owned o ne ca r
onl y from 1905 to 1923. It was a joke that my
fath er p layed on the people of Ounedin at th at
time. Very few know the real sto ry that I have
now d isclosed .

In his lat er years, my fa ther found that the



effort of sta rting the car proved a stra in which
he pre ferred to avo id if at a ll possibl e, and so,
on the dail y round of visits, he generall y endeav­
oured to seek a suita ble spot and leave the car
facing downwards on a gentle grade , so that,
when requ ired, gravity would star t the engine
and save him the tiresome jo b of "winding the
handle ". Even if he had to walk a few hundred
yards to see a patient, he alw ays pre fer red to do
this. It was surprising that even the slightest slope
was sufficient to star t the engine.

T he re is a sto ry told by one of my bro thers
(who sha ll be nameless) that one night he had
been out till a late hour playing poker, and had
just returned hom e at 3 a.m., stepping ca refully
over the crea ky board on the sta irs, to avoid
waking anyo ne. He had just got into bed, when ,
one minute later, my father ca me into his room
and sa id, " Son, I hate to wake you up at this
hour, but would you mind ver y much going down
and sta r ting the car for me? I' ve just had a call
to go out."

He littl e kne w that it was no trouble a t all that
night !

r have been asked what was the maximum
number of per sons that have been ca rried on the
old ca r, a 2 seater. The answer is 8. T he dr iver
and passenge r, 2 others inside, one sitt ing on the
floor by the step, and 3 children sitt ing on the
back sloping-board, making 8 in all.

There is a story current that the makers, The
Rover Co mpa ny, Co ventry, had once offered my
fath er a brand-new car if he would agree to send
the old one back to the factory in England. This
sto ry is quite untrue, no such offe r was ever
made, and my fath er said on one occas ion that
he would have been an utt er foo l not to ha ve
acce pted it. T he story mu st have arisen when
so meone on ce said: 'T he Rover Compa ny ought
to give you a new car if they kn ew the excellent
adver tise ment you have been fo r them over so
man y yea rs." This I thin k mu st have been the
origin of the story .

Th ere's no doubt that a car sho uld never be
kept too lon g. One gets too attached to it, and
find s difficulty in parting with it, and then on e
makes more and more excuses for not buying
a new model.

T his I think is true even at the present day.

T he lat er history of the old car is wrapped
in mystery. In 1923 my fat her bought a new 20
h.p . 4 cylinder Buick 3 sea ter co upe from Cooke
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Howlison and Co mpa ny, who took back the old
ca r and allowed him £50 in part-payment fo r the
new one.

As regards what ultimatel y happened to the
old ca r, I heard that the engi ne was taken out
and put in a launch . H owever I very mu ch doubt
thi s, as the immense crank case with large interior
flywheel s wou ld be extremely difficult to fit into
a laun ch .

A co uple of years after this, a bout the year
1925, r re ad in the daily papers of a sma ll car
running over a bank on the Bright on roa d when
the brake s fai led, the dri ver being killed. I beard
a rumour that this car was the old 8 h.p. Rover ,
and qu ite co nceivably it could have been . Sup­
pose it were being dr iven down a steep grade
by someone who tried to cha nge gear and
"missed the gear " , then , without the engine com­
pression- brake, a catastrophe could very easily
occ ur. To confirm this rum our would mean a
sea rch of the files of the daily papers over some
yea rs, and this would now be a very lengthy
busin ess.

Postcript

It has been said "How do you happen to know
so mu ch a bout the int ern al mechan ism o f the
old ca r?" My repl y is " In those days ( 1905 on ­
wa rds) some bre ak-down occ ur red regul arly on
every tr ip, and the d river pretty soon learned
how to inve stigate and diagn ose carburettor,
igniti on and other faults, and how to carry out
min or repair s on the road, otherwise he would
simply have to walk home! N owad ays a car
rar ely gives the slightest trou ble, with the result
that most dr ivers kno w nothing wha teve r a bout
the ' inna rds'."

Obituary
On e of New Zealand's pion eer motorists, Mr

Go rdo n Hughan, of Ca rterton, died on May 2nd
a t the gra nd old age of 9 1. H e had a cur rent
dr iver 's licence a nd was almos t dail y seen dri ving
his Zeph yr right up to the tim e of his death .
G radua ting from blacksmith to cycle dealer in
1900, he ran the "Motosoche" agency in 1903,
added Rover and Argyle ca rs in 1906, cancelled
the lot and took on the Ford agency in 1907.
He handled the mod els " N", " R" and "S " be­
fo re the famous "M odel T" appea red on the
scene.



Standard
M. D. Hcndry

of the World

Jn the Sep tember, 1958, issue of this fine maga­
zine (a hern! 2(6 please And y!) there a ppea red
an excellen t ar ticle entitled "Rare 'U ns and Rum
'Un s". In it ap pea red the fo llowing sta tement:
"Cadi llacs . . . st ro ngly made, n icely finis hed
mac hines, wo rthy a lmo st of Euro pean traditi ons ."
That "almost" is so mewha t hu morous. An yo ne
who invest iga tes th e Cadi llac record of service
to th is coun try will soon find him self rephrasi ng
the question to read " Are any European cars
worthy of the Cadill ac Tradi tion ?"

Every Cadillac model of the ve teran and vin t­
age per iod , fro m I to 16 cylinde rs was imported
here, and the ir ac hievements both in New Zea­
land and overseas in the service of New Zea­
lan ders, make a story so impressive as to be in
a class by itself. T his opi nion was heard repea t­
edly from me n with exceptiona l knowledge and
experience of co nditio ns d uring the ea rl ier days
of N .Z. mot oring. M uch of the mat er ial tha t
fo llow s was kind ly supplied by men who ei the r
ow ned , serviced or d rove Ca di llac s. Mr Gerald
N airn , of Picton, Mr Jack Ne wman, Ne lson, Mr
Arthur G rego ry, Ne lson , who firs t worked on
Cad illacs 53 yea rs ago and described by several
men as the bes t Ca di llac mech an ic in Au stralas ia,
and other Cadillac mech an ics of lon g stand ing,
as well as dri vers such as Mr Frank Ker r, of
Blenheim , who spe nt for ty yea rs on the road.

The tr ibutes to Cadillac quali ty were unanim­
ous, and backed by har d fac ts.

For a high priced car, Ca d illacs were very num­
erous here, and, ther efore, some histor y of the
va rio us models fo llo ws:

The or igina l ch ain dri ve single cy linder Ca di l­
lacs were put on the marke t in Ma rch , 1903.
They were design ed by H enr y Martyn Leland,*
who was bo rn in D anville, Ver mont , in 1843
an d died in 1932. H e was an eng ineer of grea t
expe rie nce wi th precision ma ch inery, baving
learn t tbe machinists tr ad e during th e Am eri can
Civil War 40 year s pr eviou sly , an d having spent
20 yea rs with the Bro wne & Sba rp Co mpany
of P ro videnc e, Rh od e Island . In 1890 he esta b­
lished a firm in Detro it to ma nufac ture machine
too ls, gear cu tters and gr inders and lat er came
qu ali ty cast ings . T he fo un dr y led Lelan d in to the

("P ronounced Lee land , and not connected with Ley'und
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product ion of mar ine engines , an d then mot or
cars fo llowed, Le land a t first supplying eng ines
for "c urved-dash" Olds.

Leland was appare n tly an extremely mod est
man and named neith er of th e makes he found­
ed after him self. Judging fro m pho to graphs,
Leland resem bled the trad ition al Kentucky
co lonel, white bea rded and distin gui shed in
appea ra nce . He chose the nam e Cadi llac to hon ­
our the fo under of D et roit, a French explorer
named Antoine de la Mo the C adilIac , wb ose
coa t of a rms appear s on the car s.

T he singles in their va rious models fro m A
to abo ut T in the a lphabet, a ppea r to have been
mad e unt il about 1908, and qu ite apart from
their reliability and the fu n they still supply
Ve tera n Club mem bers, th ey mark a very im­
po rta nt achievem ent in motoring history. At tha t
tim e it appea rs the manufacture of ca rs wa s sti ll
do mina ted by the " ind ividua lly-built-a rticle" idea
a nd th ere was no ce rta in ty th at parts made for
a car wo uld fit withou t, fo r instan ce, the filing
of gea rs. T hese Ca di llacs, however, were built to
ex tre mely close tolerances, and it was possible
to bui ld up a Cadillac from any heap of Cadillac
pa r ts withou t special selec tion. T his was demon­
stra ted by Leland at Bro oklands in 1908 wi th 3
Cadillacs under superv ision of the Royal Auto­
mobile Club . T he cars were d riven to the track,
d isassembled, th e parts were mixed completely
and 89 item s wit hdr awn and new ones sub ­
stituted. T hree new ca rs were then built up,
sta rted and run for 500 miles at the tr ack wi th­
o ut incident. T his fea t so ama zed th e R.A.C.
(and the ent ire Eng lish Press) th at they co nfe rred
the Dewar T ro phy on the firm fo r the " mo st
meritorious perfor man ce of the yea r", in pion ­
eeri ng sta nd ard ized manu fact ur e in mot or s.
Press rep or ts pa rticula rly stres sed that neither
files nor emery were used .

T he 4 cylinder model , kn own as the "T hirty"
from its h.p . rat ing, was introdu ced in 1905. It
had a 3 spee d gea rbox, shaft d rive, and th e
cylinde rs, sim ila r to the sing le, wer e sepa ra tely
ca st. These jobs were used on Newrna n's ea r ly
bus serv ices and two ex isting mo de ls a re known
to tbe wr iter , bo th fire engines and botb in the

M oto rs , of Leyland , E ngla nd.)
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South Island.
In July, 1910, Cadillac became part of Gen­

eral Motors. The 4 cylinder Cad iliac was the
model which introduced the Delco system of elec­
tric starting, ign ition and lighting in 1912, for
which Cadillac were again awarded the Dewar
Trophy. Thus in the space of 5 years the make
became the first two-time winner of the award,
which in those days corresponded to the Nobel
Prize.

There were battery coil ignition systems in
use before this, but the method was to charge
the battery only at intervals, which was unsatis­
factory . No dynamo was fitted. Similarly there
were dynamo-battery lighting systems in use be­
fore that of Cadillac, but starting and ignition
were by other means . There were even self
starters in use, mostly the cumbersome com-

pressed air type. However, the development in
the USA. of heavy-discharge batteries enabled
Cad iliac and Delco engineers to devise the com­
bination still used today in modified form.

About 1914 the firm developed and fitted an
electrically controlled two speed rear axle-a
forerunner of modern overdrives-which reduced
the normal top gear ratio of 3.66 to 2.5 for
cruising giving 43 m.p .h. per 1000 r.p.m. Mr
Gregory told me that this never gave trouble,
but was, apparently, dropped because of the
extra weight.

The next Cadiliac achievement was the intro­
duction of America 's first production V-8 in
October 1914. Judging on the historical material
available, it also seems that the type 51 was the
first truly successful production V-8 in the world.

As far as I have been able to discover, the
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first V-S ever mad e was the French Ader, built
for the light car class in the Pari s-Madrid race,
1903. A 90 degr ees job , it had a central cam­
shaft opera ting the side exh au st valves, and
automatic overhead inlet valve s fed by long
inlet manifolds from an exha us t heated sur face
carbur ettor mounted aga inst the dashb oard. The
Ader layout reall y th rew away the V-8's advant­
ages as it co nsisted of two V-4 's so widely spaced
that there was room between fo r ano ther four
cylinders.

T he next V-S was aga in a French racing car ,
the 24 litr e OH V Darracq of 200 horsep ower
bu ilt in 1905, fo llowed in th e sa me yea r by the
Rolls-R oyce Legal imit and landaul et V-S's, The
Darracq , and R.R. engines were much more
compact than the Ade r and had central ca rbur­
etor s, the 4 block layout, however , being retained.
No serious attempt seems to have been made to
get the R.R. V-8 int o pr oduction, and this also
applies to the aircoo1ed Ma rmo n V-8 built in
the USA. a year lat er. In 1907 G lenn Cur tiss
built a "one-off" ai r-coo led V-8 mo to r cycle in
the U.S.A. (Curtiss was an avia tor; perh aps some­
one co uld tell us if the Ad er was built by the
F rench aviator?)

T he next V-S was ac tua lly put on the ma rket
a bo ut 1909-10 . Th is was the De Di on , built a t
first in the 50 h.p. mo del and later in 1912-13 in
the 26 h.p. versio n. T he De Dion V-8 was a very
clean jo b, with its sern i-mo no bloc layout and
modern appearance, and obviously Leland pat­
terned his Cadillac V-8 on thi s design . Th e chain
drive to the camshaft and fa n, des ign of blocks
and heads, and the layout of the valves, car bu ret­
to r and exhaus t a ll show similarities. T he Ca dil­
lac, how ever, had full y mono bloc ban ks, a mu ch
better coo ling system with twin pu mps, cow led

Photo by Newmons

Newman Brothers' Nelson Garage in the old Crown
Stables, 1924.
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fa n and thermos tatic by-pass as again st the De
Dion s primitive therrn osyphon, the Deleo dy na­
mot or an d unit gea r box as against the De Dion 's
magn eto ignition and sepa ra te gearbox, and a
full press ure lubricat ion system with dr illed
cran kshaft.

It is r umo ure d that a De Dion V-8 exis ts in
N.Z. -if so it wo uld be a co llecto r 's item.

Although the De Dion preceded the Ca dillac
in production, it appa rently failed to co me up
to expectat ions. David Sco tt-M oncrieff in " Vet­
era n and Edwa rdian Cars" sta tes that it was " not
particula rly successful . .. not a very good car. "

T he Ca di llac V-8, however , was not only a
very goo d car , it was also part icularl y successful.
Building on the work of earl ier pioneers, Le­
land's thor ough enginee ring and pr ecision wor k­
man sh ip firmly esta blished the V-8 in the mot or­
ing world .

Shortly afterward Leland left CadiUac an d
founded the Lincoln co mpa ny, later taken over by
Ford which built a 60 ' five mai n bearin g V-S to
his designs. Some of these were imp orted . Mr Bill
McLau ghl in of Blenh eim, who now dri ves for
Ne wman Brothers, rem embers them. "Pope's
Mot ors, fo r who m I used to dri ve, had seve ra l of
the big Fo rd-b uilt Linco ln V8's," he recalls. "They
were a qualit y job ver y similar to the Ca dillac
and had that same fo lding steering whe el. The
body work in parti cular was beautifully mad e."
Leland is probabl y the only man in mot oring his­
tor y to have crea ted two makes in the top qu ality
field, both of which survive today.

Alth ou gh there were some thing like 40 ma kes
of V-8 in produc tio n in the U.S.A . du rin g the
vintage era , most Am erican writers seem ag reed
that Ca dillac was the first.

Th e fo llowing informat ion will help when re­
ferring to V-8 models. Yearl y mod els often ove r­
lapped into the previou s year, for instan ce, the
1927 " 314" was introduced in August, 1926.

Type 51. T he first Ca diliac V-8, of 3;'in bor e
and Skin stroke 314 cu. in. (5.14 litres) was a 90 0

sideva lve with a single central chain driv en cam­
shaft with eight ca ms (later a 16 lobe ca ms haft
was used ) ope ra ting the 16 valves via hinged ca m
followers, single centra l carburetor. twin wa ter
pumps mounted at the fro nt of the crankcase and
driven fro m the crank shaft by a cross sha ft , and a
full du al exha ust system with dual pip es taken
down at the rear of the engine, dual muffl ers and
tail pipes.

A 3 bear ing 180 0 cra nks haft was used with
pla in a nd fo rke d rod s. A Deleo dynamotor dri ven



from the fanshaft was fitted at the rear o f the
engine and the distributor was in un it with the
dynam ot or. T ilt beam headli gh ts opera ted by a
lin kage from the stee rin g wheel moving the re­
flecto rs, were fitted . A multi-pla te clutch and 3
spee d gea rbox with ope n dri ve sha ft to the fully­
float ing rear ax le, with gea r rati os of 4.4. 7.6 and
13.8 (5.1 top availa ble fo r hill wo rk). The eng ine
developed 70 b.h.p. a t 2400 r.p .m .

Mr G regory tells me that the V-8 models used
a differ ent ch assis from the 4 cylinder mod els
(wheelbase 120in .) and the 4's were dr opped when
the V-8 appea red.

T he adva ntage in adopting the V-8 lay in the
weight redu cti on (60 pounds light er than the
fo rme r Cadillac 4 cylinder of the sam e rated
horsepower), less cra nksha ft whip and gr eat er
smoo thness .

Type 53 (J 9 16). Distributor moved to fan
hou sing. 76.5 b.h .p.

Type 55 (1917). Plain bonnet in place o f for­
mer beadi ng, beadin g aro und door s also re mov ed.

Type 57 ( 1918-19). Detach able cylinde r head s,
tire pump moved from fan housing to gearbox .
T wo wheelbase sizes- 125in. and 132in . 78.5 b.h .p.
Mr Jim Young o f C hris tchu rch, formerly owned
one of these mod els, a fea ture o f which was the
hinged steering wheel whic h co uld be unclip ped
and swung out of the way fo r the dr iver to ge t
in . This was used fro m 1915 to a bout 1920. More
bo nnet lou vres.

Type 59 was built from 1920 to 1921. Dur ing
this peri od Ca dillac moved into a new fac to ry.
Coach-type door handles.

Type 61 ( 1922). T hermos ta tic control o f ca r­
buretor by bi-m etal strips. Larger cap acity radi ­
a to r with flatter crown .

Type 63 (1923-2 4). F ro nt-wheel brakes, 90 °
counterbalanced crankshaft . The ea rl ier V-8's had
used a simple 4 cylinder type sha ft with 180'
thr ows and thi s was respon sibl e fo r a rh ythmic
exha ust note which ca n be noticed on these types
at a bo ut 45-47 m .p.h. With the 90° sha ft used
from the 63 o nwards, all harmoni c forces are
eliminat ed and the engin e is in perfect ba lance.
The 90 ° shaft is usua lly cred ited to Ford , one
not ed refer ence book even ca lling it the "Ford­
type" cra nksha ft, but Ca di llac were using it be­
fo re the V-8 was eve n a glea m in Henry's eye.
This was the type used by Na irn Brothers.

V. 63 (1925) Decorati ve radiat or she ll. Cra nk ­
case breathe r. Between 1917 and 1925 so me
models were fitted with Westin gh ou se ai r-o il
damping with ad justa ble pressure (Westin gh ou se
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had produced these as earl y as 1912) an d one of
these was numbered amo ng the Newm an fleet.

Model 314 (1926-27). Sepa ra te, ver tical starter,
co mpression rat io 4.7, 85.5 b.h .p. @ 3000 . Re­
des igned radiat or she ll. With th is mo del the
me thod of mod el refer ence an d seria l numbering
was cha nged . Until then, Ca dillacs were given
"Type nu mbers" , a lways odd (for ins tance ther e
was no Type 52, 54, 56, etc.) a nd the cr ankcase
seria l num ber included th is number, a letter in­
dicating the sub-type, and the seria l number , e.g.
63-8- 117. (T he V-63 sta rts a t 63-E- \.) The 314,
34 1 and 353 took their "Model numbers" from
the engine displ acement in cub ic inc hes, and used
high ser ial numbers sta rting a t 100,00 I with the
314, goin g to the 114,250-141,045 gr oup fo r 1927
according to the factory a ltho ugh ano ther auth­
ority gives the 1926 range as 100,001-1 30,000 and
the 1927 rang e as 130,000-150,000 .

341. On September l st, 1927, the completely
rede signed 34 1 went int o production and the older
engine went int o the newl y introd uced La Salle,
which in 1927 was known as the 303 with seria l
nu mb er s fro m 200,00 1-2 11,000 in its firs t yea r.
The 34 I had offset blocks with pla in rods, single
plat e clutch. torque tub e dr ive a nd was com­
pletely restyled . The radi at or was higher , deeper
and further fo rwa rd and in appearance resemb led

Rust Removed
In a Flash

You can sa ve many a weary hour to iling
with emer y paper on those Vete ran Car
Pa rt s .
We can restore any old metal to it s
former beauty, and if yau wish, we will
t reat it with co ld gal vanized paint to p ro­
tect it fro m future de t eri o ra t ion.

BROWN SANDBLASTING
CO. LTD.

64 Fih:gerald Avenue
(Corner of St . Asaph Stree t)

PHONE 77-048



those of Hispan o and Delage, ret airung the tber ­
mostatic shutters used on the 314. The bor e and
stro ke were 3.5/16ths in. x 4.15/1 6th s in., giving
5.6 litr es, 90 b.h .p. @ 3000. Serial numbers
300,00 1-320,000.

341B (bega n Aug. 22nd, 1928). Synchro mes h
gea rbox . Brakes modified . T ires 32 x 6.75 as on
34 1. 320,001-499,999.

353 (began Sept. 15th , 1929). Bore increased
to 3*in. giving 5.9 litres. Tires 7.00 x 19. Serial
nu mbers from 500,000. The V.c.c. pre sident
owns one of these mod els.

452 (began Jan. 1st, 1930). Th e fa bulous six­
teen-cylinder. VI 6 O.H.V., 3in. x 4in ., 7.4 litr es.
185 b.h.p. @ 3400. There were 33 bod y types,
prices sta rti ng at $5350. A seven sea ter sedan ver­
sion was imported by Newmans and used fo r
V.I.P. work . As far as is kn own this was the only
one ever to come to N.Z . and it will be the su b­
ject of a special a rticle.

355 (l 931- began Sep t. 6th, 1930). Las t vin t­
age V-8. Wheelbase redu ced fro m 140in . to 134in.
T ires 6.50 x 19 and 7.00 x 18. Radi ator ston e­
gua rd and bonnet shu tters in place of louvres.

370 (bega n a ct. 15th , 1930). V-12, simila r to

Book Review
THE BUGATfI BOOK

O nce again for the ben efit of new members
who may not know of its ex istence we review one
of the "C lassics" amo ngst Vintage and Vet eran
literature? Th e Bugatti Book.

Fi rst publ ished in 1954 and now in its third
impression th is book is amo ng the bibles of the
vintage cult since the Bugatti is not just a ca r
but an idea l-the epitome of Vintagism in the
La tin manner. Of this club's man y young me m­
bers who on joining ar e asked to fill in on
their forms the ca rs in which they are most
interested there are few on whose fo rms the
Buga tti na me does not appear.

Since there ar e only five examples of the
marque in New Zealand and the chances of
ownership are therefore slende r it is a tremend­
o us tribute to the ecla t- the aur a that surrounds
the nam e, that it sho uld thu s still hold the fas­
cina tion of those to whom it is just a nam e.

T he Bugatti Book gives the an swer to the
riddle within its pages in which are foun d a com­
plet e chrono logica l list of a ll " Bugs" in cap tivity
together with a vast wealth of technical details
of every model and a most readable collection
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V 16 exce pt for number of cy linde rs. Appa rently
never used by N ewmans, but seve ra l imp orted
fo r Billy Higgs of Well ington . T hese were " pos t
vintage" mod els and it is not kn own if any vin tage
12's were imp orted .

The La Sa lle di ffered from the Ca dillac abo ut
as much as a modern Bentl ey differs fro m a
Rolls Royce. Like the senior car it was nam ed
af ter a French explorer, Rene La Sa lie, and has
wh at is presum ab ly supposed to be his coat of
ar ms as a badge. The main di fferences were the
shor ter wheelbase (l25 in. and 134in .), 6in. sec tion
tires and the smaller bore and stroke, on 303 and
328 model s.

303 (1927-28). 3-}in. x 4. 15/16ths in., 4.9 litres,
2 10,836-226,806 (2nd year).

328 (began Aug . 22nd, 1928). 3tin x 4.15jl 6th s
in., 5.3 litr es, 400,00 1-599,999.

340 (bega n Sept. 15th, 1929). 3.5/16 ths in . x
4.15/16ths in. , 5.6 litres, 600,000-900,000.

345 (bega n Sept. 6th, 1930). 3}in. x 4. 15jl6ths
in., 5.9 litr es, 900,000-1,100,000.

The second part of this article will cover the
histor y of Ca dillacs in serv ice with Newmans
Coachlines and the Nairn Transport Co mpa ny .

of mem oirs, road tests, race reports and other
" Bugophilia", It is therefore a veritable encyclo­
ped ia and sho uld belong on every ra bid vint ag­
ents bookshelf. Whether on e is a Bugatti fan ati c
or the oppos ite-of th is there ca n be no dou bt ;
there are no half ways with Bugs, one either
worship s or detests the brutes. To Bentley bash­
ers, like your present scr ibe, the book is vital to
learn the idiosyncras ies and faults with which
to refute the claim s of the fana tics whil st to the
fa na tic- well he will have the book anyway, or
sho uld !

The only New Zealand ca rs not mentioned are
H arnlins, Brescia and Turnbulls type 57, wh ich
had not been impo rted a t the time of publicati on .
Th e collect ion and co rrela tion of material was
do ne by Barry Eaglesfield with the ass istance of
C. W. P. Hampton who se very nam e is sufficien t
guar antee of the acc uracy of the facts mar shall ed
between its covers.

Publishers: Mot or Racing Publicat ions Ltd .,
London, W.1. Our copy by co urtesy of Te chni­
ca l Book and Magazine Co., 295-299 Swansto n
Street, Melbourne, Austra lia. Au str alian pri ce
5 1/6, plu s 2/6 po stage.



Camera

Photo by F. N o Jones

"Standing room only! No. 1 in th e Newman Cadillac fleet, a 4- cylinder knowr. as "MClud ie" and driv en by
D. Kilk enny." (SEe " St a nda rd of th e World .)

Photo by R. Gait

John Hogg's Rambler participcting in th e National Rally at Timaru.
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Review

Photo by R. Go l t

The Invercargill Wolseley Siddl ey of R. Eunson also participating at Timoru ,

Pho to by R. Gol t

The impeccable Chrysler "77" of Olive and Peg Kilb ;y SEen at the Timaru Rally.
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Veteran and Vintage Motorcycle Notes
Our ind ulgen t Ed itor baving kindly a lloca ted

a little sp ace in which to chronicle th e doings of
th e tw o- wh eeler br igad e in ou r fa ir province,
V . and V. Mot orcycle Not es herewith makes its
debut. We hope th at it will meet wi th th e appro val
of the growing band of en thusiasts-sma ll, per­
haps, as yet , but making up in keenness for what
th ey lack in numbers-to whom the resurrecting
of ancient mot orcycles is a labour of lo ve. So bear
with us, ye restorers o f regal R oll s and patrician
Packards, for the flame of enthusiasm for the
V. and V. movement burns no less brightly in the
bosom of the bod lovingly refurbishing his 1910
belt-driver th an in that o f his opposite number
in the car fr at ernity-wh ether two wh eels o r four,
we are all wedde d to the Ca use. With apo logies,
then, for thi s little preamble, we present a few
item s of new s glea ned fr om hither a nd yon .

Ashburton Coming Up. - Lt was a happy
thought on th e part of th e " top brass" to fix upon
Ashburton as th e venue of the Annual Rally next
October. In th e days of our mis-spent yo uth (a
long time ago ') this area fairly teemed with motor­
cycles- in fact , o fficia l sta tistics show th at a ro u nd
thi s period , more motorcycle s were regi stered in
Ashburton Coun ty than in a ny other co un ty of
comparable size in N.Z. So get on the ball, you
m ot orcycle typ es, and let's put on a sh ow which
will gladden the hearts of the man y old-time
m ot orcyclists wh o will undoubtedly be a mo ng the
spec ta to rs .

Ivan Happer whose 190 6 Vindec regularly
chuffs its way a ro und at club rall ies , has added a
1912 o ne-lu nge r Ind ian to his collection , whi ch
co nsists o f th e a fo remen tio ned Vindec, a 1911
Zenith-Gradu a and on e o r two others which
esca pe our memory for the nonce, not h aving
visited the Dunsandel st able o f late. We under­
sta nd th at lvan co vered quite a few mil es before
finall y tr ackin g the vene ra ble Redskin to earth.
We 'd like to see it appear in all its pris tine red­
ness at Ashburton, so get cr acking, ple ase, Ivan.

Ray Shearmari 's Ralei gh made its debut
a t T im aru. This little "2:1- h.p." side-valver with
its distinctive o utside flywheel runs nicely and
lo ok s attracti ve in spa rkling black en amel. Co n­
gr at ulations, Ray, on a nice restoration job . We
hear that R ay has one or tw o mo re coming up­
cu rre n tly wo rk ed o n, we believe, is a 1926 three­
fift y side-va lve H arley. Keep up the good work,
R ay!
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Sid Ca mpbell, wh ose 1925 Indian Scout
looks very a ttra c tive, has ac q uired a 1918 Harley
which is now undergo ing the " trea tm ent". If he
doe s as good a job on thi s as he did on the Scout,
it should a tt rac t plenty of a ttention . Al so in the
Ca mp bell sta ble is a 1915 Thor which we hope
will provide scope for hi s reconditi oning talents
when the H arley is completed .

Anybody Got An A.B.C.?-It see ms stra nge
that non e o f our vintage enth usiasts seem to bave
come up with a specimen o f this much-discussed
marque, as to o ur knowledge there are, o r were
co m pa ra tive ly recently, o ne o r two examples still
ext ant in thi s vicinity. While we mu st adm it that
we were never a ble to get all sta rry-eyed over the
A.B.C. or any of its de signer's later br ain storms,
there is no doubt of it deser ving a pl ace in the
V. and V . H all of Fame, even though its ca reer
was a short o ne .

Nothing New Under The Sune-e- Ab out two
do zen jaws dr opped in unison , and the same
number of countenances regi stered polite incred ­
ulit y, when , in the company o f a crowd of fascin­
a ted viewers of a new mak e of motorcycl e equip­
ped with a n elect ric sta r ter, we off-handedly re­
marked th at a t the time of the 1914-1 8 War we
rode a machine on wh ich thi s item was sta nda rd
equipment. T was true, th ough! Does a ny body
remember the famous Indian " Hendee Special "
(n amed in hon our of George M . H endee, fo u nder
of the original Indian concern) which was intro­
du ced in 1914 '1 This cel ebrat ed model (a big twin)
had a 6-v olt sta rte r-moto r whi ch spun the engine
over effortlessly, and we a ll remember th e ga ping
of pop-eyed o nloo kers when the old bu s started
at the touch o f a button.

Our lifel ong friend and accom plice in V. and
V. motorcycle m atters, Mad Anthon y Main­
bearing (not his real name, by the way, but
he is a modest type and prefer s to blu sh un seen)
recently acquired a treasure in the form of o ne of
th e famous Ace Fours. Thi s imposing old warrior
is now undergoin g a down-to -the-bare-met al re­
storation job a nd should look impressive, to say
th e lea st , wh en com ple ted . Unfortunatel y the Ace
was procured in a very mu ch dismantled sta te
a nd is minus the rea r wheel. An y of the fr at ernity
kno wing the whereabouts of o ne of these rather
ind ispensable components is co rd ia lly invited to
ge t in tou ch with us with view to neg oti ati ons.
We trust, however, that M .A.M.'s ingenuity will



tr iumph ove r a ll obstacles and that the Ace will
make a resplendent debut a t Ashburton.

Blow-Your-Own-T ru mpet Department. - We
tru st that readers will pardon a brief referenc e
to our own modest co llect ion, but we hope tha t it
may be of int erest (and anywa y, we have to fill
up these notes so me ho w or ano ther) . Pride of
place goes to our immacul at e 1920 H arley, which
look s and run s like brand new a fter emerging
fro m one of the most thorou gh restoration jobs
we've seen yet-for which, unfo rtuna tely, we are
unable to cla im the credi t. as we acq uired it fr om
the owner in a near-completed sta te aft er his en­
th usiasm had dwindl ed to the point where he
succum bed to our per suasivene ss with the mini ­
mum of haggling. We felt 30 yea rs younge r after
a stro p aro und the block on the old model, whi ch
lop es alon g effortlessly on its three-and-some­
thing-to-one top gear, firing reg ularly a t a bo ut
every a lterna te telegraph pole. Pati entl y awa iting
the hand of the restorer a re four o ther in teres ting
spec imens-a 1918 Pow erplus Indi an, a 1919

Exce lsior (mo re co mmonly known , in bygone
days, as the "B ig X") , a 1915 Thor twin, and a
real " rara av is" in the sha pe of a 1916 Reading­
Sta nda rd. This formid abl e hunk of machinery
boasts a co lossal side-by-side va lve twin engine
large enou gh to power a tr act or. Watch for this
co ming a tt raction, as the movie ads say !

We noti ce that the Vintage Motorcycle Club
of Great Britain has a membership of nearl y
1000. The Antique Motorcycle Clu b of America
is an other up-and-coming bod y of enthus iasts.
There's no reason why we can 't make the motor­
cycle section of our own club the biggest of its
kind in the Southe rn Hemisphere , so let' s put our
sho ulde rs to the wh eel and dr ag in all the new
members we can. D on't forget, too, tha t we will
welco me news of yo ur doings or particulars of
any interesting "di scover ies", and if we ca n help
yo u with any informati on on machines, etc ., don 't
hesitat e to write us.

That's a ll, Fellows-see you in next " Bea ded
Wheels" , we hope!

Sout hland Notes By D. McIvor

T he Vintage Car Club of New Zealand Inc. (Southland Branch)
Chairman: R. Carter Secretary: J. R. Lindsay, 32 FilIuel Street, Invercargill

T he activities of the Sou thland Branc h are not
very well kn own in Northern Ce ntres becau se we
have onl y rece ntly jo ined with the Vintage Ca r
Cl ub o f N.Z.

This club was formed in late 1954 and has now
65 members. The maj ority of the members arc
mainl y interested in Veter an Cars, and mobile
vehicles number some 25 Ve tera n motorcars, 14
mot or cycles and 16 Vintage cars. T here a re a lso
8 Veteran car s und er ac tive restoration. T his
Bran ch has a very lar ge and active spa re parts
dep artment under the capable hand s of Al f Wool­
let t. Alf travels thousands of miles a year and in
doing so discovers many int eresting rem ains.
T here ar c not man y that he can 't identify .

Our last eve n t o f any size was the Ri verton
Rally a t which we en joy ed the co mpa ny of sev­
eral northern visito rs fro m Christchu rch , Ti maru ,
Dunedin and Alexa ndra . In a ll, thi s was our most
succe ssful rall y, over 50 vehicles taki ng part.

Wint er is reall y closi ng in on us, so Cl ub
R uns will be res tricted to a few day event s or
so me night trials fo llo wed by soc ial evenings
(usua l Ca r Cl ub style). Once aga in we will be
runnin g our six J un ior Do dgem Ca rs a t the Child­
ren 's Fa ir af ter they have had a mino r overha ul
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and some modific at ion s. The building of the
Junior Dod gem s was a good example of the true
club spirit which one hope s to find in any club.

Willi s Brown 's 4-} litre Bentley " Ballins Special "
of Timaru fa me had not met with the fate of a
brok en cr ank sh aft as diagnosed in Timaru. What
happ ened was rather unusu al. The flywheel
mounting flan ge had bee n repaired sometime dur­
ing its life by welding and the weld gave way
leaving the flywheel and flang e to spin on the
cra nks haft. Fro m the marks of the bre ak it was
evide nt it had been holding by only a " whisker"
fo r some lime. We are all very pleased thi s was
not as bad as first expe cted and sho uld see Willi s
motoring soon.

Pat Mulvey has recently fou nd a 20-60 Vaux­
hall sa loo n, similar to his present one. He also
has a rather unusu al mot orcycle, a H arley D avid­
so n flat twin o f 1920.

Norman H ayes has recentl y acquired a 4 cyl­
ind er Ind ian " Ace" mot orcycle . This is not to be
co nf used with the "Ace" of earlier years. N orman
has sta rted res to ration and we arc sure it will be
as goo d a job as his New Hudson. The H ayes
sta ble has mainly mot orcycles, the rare one being
the 1906 four cylinder F .N . This requires so me



parts to com ple te, could a nyone help?
Shack Sharpe has a la rge C hrysler Imperi al 80

ro ad st er , ex T revor Ti m ms of Dunedin, and thi s
will be a re al classic wh en fin ish ed . He has com ­
plet el y overhauled th e mot or a nd has had a ll th e
pan el bea ting done on th e body.

The Lyo ns fa m ily a re now working o n their
A .C. th ree w heeler. T his o ld ca r is a rea lly
un iqu e vehicle , but h as so me parts mi ssin g wh ich
are un able to be fo und .

GOLDEN JUBILEE RALLY - 1909 -1959
Ray Carter

Celebrating 50 Years of Organized Motoring
in Southland

W ell we are si tting back a nd rel ax ing no w our
very success ful Go lden J ubilee Rall y is over.

Wha t a Rall y it reall y was with perfect weather,
perfect o rga n iza tio n a nd ev ery bo dy, as fa r as we
know, very happ y wi th a ll the proceedings .

On F riday eveni ng briefing a nd sc ru tineering
took place in P . H. Vickery's Garage and o n
Sa turday morning at 8.30 a.m . sh a rp th e firs t
vehicle was giv en the sta rt ing flag by th e P resident
of th e Automo bil e Associa tio n So uthla nd , fro m
o ur usu al sta r ting point, pictu resque F eldwick
Gates at the en tra nce to our Bot anical Ga rde ns .

Merv. Winter and Frank Berten sh aw were
read y to give th e Wol seley away until th ey fou nd
some twiddler ha d twiddled with the mi xture
con trol, but th ey fin all y got under way . Ly n .
Goug h ha d his t roubles too , but fina lly managed
to ge t the pet rol to flow and a ltho ugh he had
so me sto ps on the way, to th e am usement of
so me bo vin e herds, he a rr ived a t R iverton so me­
where near his correc t time.

The Run to Riverton , o f ab out 25 m iles, was
very pleasan t for a ll, th e weather be ing very mild .
On arriva l each ve hicle took part in th e hillclimb
and retu rned to the domain besid e the A pa rim a
River bridge where morni ng tea was ava ila ble
to a ll co m pe ti to rs a nd c re ws . Our th anks to Mrs
Mcl vor and so n Russell for d oing a good job
here.

At 1I a .m . sha rp th e M ayor of Ri verton flagged
off th e first ca r on the re turn jou rn ey. J ack Lyons,
in the 1910 F ord. showe d us all wh at enthusiasm
ca n do fo r one. Wh ile mot oring home fro m River­
ton th e dri ve shaft br oke (most u nus ua l for a
F ord) but without an y messin g a bo ut J ack a nd
his c re w obta in ed a ride back to Invercargill in
o ne o f th e A.A. Pat rol cars. He had a n id ea where
a mode l "T" was to be h ad so o n lo cating the
ow ne r promptly purchased the ca r, s trip pe d the
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d iff a nd back to his o wn car with th e newl y ac­
quired d ri ve sha ft. In no tim e a t a ll th ey had th e
offend ing pa rt remov ed a nd th e repl acem ent in­
sta lled w hic h is no doubt a reall y re marka ble
effort , mo re so as Jack is by no mea ns a fit man .

The venue fo r th e afte rnoo n events was a t
Rug by Park a nd the o rga niza tio n for thi s was in
th e ca pable h ands of th e A. A. officers,

None o f th e events were new, but th e va ria tio ns
prov ed quite novel. Fo r insta nce in th e Relay
Race the " Bat on " co nsisted of a pla sti c bo wl full
of wa ter and th e na vigators were oblige d to re­
plen ish the wa ter if an y spil t. In glo rio us weather
the un fortunat ely sma ll number o f the public in
a tte nda nce witnessed a rea lly co lou rful sig h t as
the 35 ca rs an d 13 m ot orcycles together wi th 20
m od ern vehicles took pa r t in th e grand parad e.
After a ll th e veh icles were in forma tio n fac ing
the ma in sta nd th e Rall y was olficia lly o pe ne d by
Councill or Barh am who de pu tised fo r th e Mayor
who was a bsent fro m the c ity .

T he evening socia l was a very happy occasio n
whi ch I tru st everyo ne en jo yed as much as my­
self. T he p rize giv ing took pl ace a littl e a f ter
10.30 p.m. and o ur wort hy club capta in was con­
gra tu la ted in not o nly having a ll results fin al ized
but also for completing a very detailed m aster
shee t fo r th e inspecti on o f a ll com pe tito rs .

A nd so we close anothe r chapter in mot o rin g
histo ry, having ce le bra ted the 50th a n niversa ry of
o rga nize d motori ng in So u th land .

We tru st a ll o ur northern co m pe tito rs a nd
friends en joyed th eir s tay with us as much as we
enjoyed having them and from a ll accou n ts th e
Rall y was vo ted o ne of th e best ever, so we hope
to see more of yo u ne xt time.

Place-Easter Rally, Timaru
Being a n ea rly arr iva l a t th e Rall y, a large

1912 Ed wardian ca r crea ted quite a bit of in ter es t
a mo ngs t the odd "b ods" and so m e pu blic who
were h ::.ving a n ex tr a look free .

H o weve r, the owne r a nd his wife decid ed to
look up some friend s a nd le ft the car in the
ch arge of th eir-nearly 80-year-old-"Mascot"
wh o is a kee n fo llower o f the V in tage M o vement
and very proud of th e car.

Seve ral pe ople were arou nd a nd am ongst them
a sm all boy " Horro rs" wh o had wi th him a d og
whi ch began sn iffing a t a tyr e (see ms a natural
pastime with th em).

The o ld ge ntlem an head ed towards the pair
a nd orde red th e bo y a nd dog to bu zz off, a nd was
met with the sma rt repl y of "You ca n' t m ak e me
go awa y."



Hi s axle, so they say.
For Willis has a vintage car,
A bla ck and shining Bentley,
But when its axle br oke, alas,
They had to treat it gently.
So Shackle with his half-ton truck
From Timaru towed WiUis-
And that a demonstrati on of
Re al patience and of skill is.
Inside his Bentley there in state
In tow young Willi s sped
And was it any wonder that
Hi s cheeks were rather red?
He's proud o f his o ld Bentley which
Is really a crea tion-
But why did it subject him to
Such grim humiliation ?

-------------

Upo n a man's misfortunes
r do not want to harp,
But I must yet pay tribute to
The work o f Shackle Sha rp.
For Shack towed Will is Brown back home
Fr om vintage car displ ay
At Timaru wh ere Willi s br ok e

Gent : " P erha ps I can't. but I can make you
keep the dog aw ay from the car. "

Boy: "Anyway, it can't hurt the car, it' s a
Bitch ."

Loud laughs from the bystanders and the
"Mascot" was stumped for an an swer. and also
burst o ut laughing.

You ca n' t win, can you ? Not aga inst the rising
generation.

Otago Notes Charlie Brown

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Otago Branch
Chairman: R. E. N. Oakley Secretary: B. Mooney, 34 Kilgour St., Roslyn, Dunedin.

Riverton Run

The So u thland Branch held the ir ann ual Vin­
tage and Vete ran Pennzoil sponsored car rally
to Riverton on Saturday, February 14th .

It was well -supported by Otago members. The
cars att ending being the Star, the Regal, 1916
Buick , [926 Chrysler, O'Hara's 4-!- , 1912 Model
T and J900 Wolseley . No pot s were brought
home, but every car except the Wolseley which
was trail ered, ga ined a special silver plaque to
sa y th at the car had bee n dri ven over 100 miles
to attend the rall y. All ca rs mad e the run to
Riverton and back in the specified time, and
were aw arded att ractive ena mel plaques.

Onl y casualties were a sheared grub screw o n
the Re gal's mag . dri ve, wh ich pre vented it fro m
doing th e third field test : frequent petrol block­
ages on Lyn G ough's Buick , which made his
run to Rive -ton a series of sho rt, sha rp bursts
of spe ed, and Eric O 'H ar a's Bentley ma gnetos
were full of wat er which prevent ed him from
competing in th e field tests as well.

The Sta r was placed 3rd in the co ncours, the
Regal 6th, the onl y cars within striking distance
o f t-o phi es.

The run to Riverton was made in the morning,
the ca rs leaving Invercargill a t 8.30 a.m . Mo-riing
tea at Riverton, and return to Invercargill in time
for lunch at Rugby Park . Field tests were held
there in the afte rn oon. These were organised
and conducted by the A.A.S. and were very

smoo thly run. Modern cars were featured in the
grand parade in the ratio of two to one in fav­
our of the vintage vehicles. Worth mentioning
among the modern s were a lush -looking Borg­
ward Isab ella co upe, an Austin Healey and a
220 Mercedes. An other feature of the rally was
the presence of four Bentleys-John Robbie' s
41 cabriolet, Eri e O 'Hara 's 41 tourer, Don
Oddie's 4·} tourer and Will is Brown 's 41 to urer.

Robbic's Bentley incidentally won the co n­
co urs fo r the Vintage class, the ove ra ll trophy
going to an Au stin 7 Ch ummy fr om Chris t­
chur ch. Winner of the Veteran class concours
was Shack Sharp's Buick. A dance and pri ze­
giv ing was held a t the Red Che-ry a t night. No
picnic was organ ised for the Sunday, but a "s ick
parade" a t the Red Cherry was well a ttended.

Teretonga Speed Trials
Suffering somewh at from lack of support, the

Teretonga speed event got away to rather a slow
sta rt.

Arrivin g at 10 a.rn. in the president ial V.W. ,
Kennedy, Fit zger ald and Ca rre ll found Trevor
Tirnrns with his 14/40 Vauxhall the sol e competi­
tor. As at least on e more competitor wa s needed
to do any racin g, it was decided to End Willi s
Brown. While he was being so ught, Ron Hassall
and Warner Manger a ppea red in a 3-litre Bent­
ley and Speed 20 Sunbeam. Th ings were looking
up . Back a t the tra ck, Willi s Brown had arrived,
and was waiting to start. Two Austin T« had
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arrived , practised, and one was out for the re­
mainder of the day with a broken cr ankshaft.
Most o f the ca rs had put in severa l laps by thi s
time, a nd the owners were finding it rather hard
on petrol and ty re s. To complete the morning,
the ca rs were sent ou t ag ain , a nd so me lap times
obtained for a handicap ra ce, first thing in th e
afternoon. Adjournment for lunch followed.

The afterno on produced so m e m ore com pe ti­
tors-Alex Casey's 14 h.p. Armstrong Siddeley,
a T.A .M.G., Brown 's 4+ and 3.4 Jaguar, a no the r
Austin 7 and two M odel T's.

Finally 10 ca rs lined up for a .'i-la p handicap
race. Model T's were away first , foll owed by th e
Armstrong Siddeley, Austin 7 a nd M .G ., th e
Vauxhall, Austin 7 Spec ia l, a nd the Bentleys.

On the first lap, o ne o f the M od el T's broke
down, but Mclvor's came round a t quite an
alarming clip , hotly pursued by Caseys Arm .
Sid . which so und ed ver y healthy. Trevor Timms,
by keeping his fo ot hard o n th e throttle, and
drifting nicely began to catch up o n th e front
marker s, while the Sun beam a nd Austin 7
Special paired off a nd beg an an interesting dice ,
the Austin winning by a few feet, with a big-end
clattering. Brown in the 41 wa s ver y fast , and
soo n began to pull away from th e 3 litre, which
dropped out in the fo ur th lap with blown water
hoses . Fi ve laps was not really long enough for
the bigger ca rs to ca tch th e front mark er s, and
the final results were :

Armstrong Siddeley , A. C asey, l st ; M od el T

RUSSELL'S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street

DUNEDIN, c.i
Take pleasure in offering our

readers the benefit o f a change , and

their worthy st eeds a rest cure, by

having a t your di sposal o u r fleet

of modern large and s m a ll cars and

motor scooters .

Phones

BUSINESS 77-719

AFTER HOURS 39-762
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R . Mclvor, 2nd: Vau xh all, T . Ti rnrns, 3rd;
Au stin 7, 1. Pidgeon, 4th ; Austi n 7 Spec ia l, R .
Mitchell , 5th ; Su nb ea m , W . M aug er, 6th; Bent­
ley 4 t , W. Bro wn , 7th ; M .G ., D. Go rdo n, 8t h;
M od el T, R . Lin dsay , 9th.

By thi s time (3 p.m.) th er e was not much po int
in furt he r racin g wi th the lim ited number o f
competitors, SLJ a sta ndi ng t mil e was held . Some
results wer e : W. I. Bro w n, 3.4 J agu ar, 18.50scc .:
W . 1. Brown, 4·} Bentley, 22.80s ec .; R . Lindsay,
M odel T . 32.54s ec .: T . T irn rns . Vau xh all.
25 .32sec.; \V. Mauger, Su n bea m , 23 .56sec.

So ended the firs t T er etonga speed event for
Vint age cars. No t very suc cessful judged by th e
turnout, but a ve ry en joyable da y. for th ose w ho
did go, and a ll vowed to co me ba ck next yea r.

It is definitel y intended to hold thi s even t aga in
nex t yea r, a nd we are hoping to hav e it on th e
Sunday foll owin g next yea r's Internati onal race.
Ca rs could th en be left for th e Rivert on Run the
foll owing we ekend if th e owners so wish ed .

N ight Trial
T he nigh t t rial on May 2nd a ttracted a reco rd

entry of 13 cars a nd o ne mot o rcycl e. Se n t off
on sect io n one from F rya t t Stree t a t IOsec . inter­
val s, the co m peti to rs p ro ceed ed to sc atter th em­
selves ov er N o rth D uned in . Local kn owl ed ge
en a bled Basi l H orwood to be th e onl y o ne to
co m p le te t his secti on, not without lo ss o f po int s
however. Onl y four co m petito rs did not hav e
to o pen th e ir sea led in st ru ctions.

Sec t io n 2 to o k even a great er toll. Al an
Pearc es Model T a nd th e D ermis fire engi ne
we re forced to re tire on th e first hill , w hich was
to o steep fo r th e gra vity petrol feed. Once ag ain
competito rs began to spread out ; D av e Fi tzge ra ld
go ing to Wai -t at i a nd Basil Horwocd to Outram,
with the o the rs di spersed more o r less ev enly in
between . Nobod y arrived a t th e sec ond ma rsh al
fro m th e righ t d irecti on , but in fai rness it must
be mentioned th at Bas il H o rwood was seen to
tak e th e wro ng road o n hi s seco nd to last turn .
Some were fortun ate en ough to be with a gr oup
wh en th e sea led instructi ons were opened , a nd
these a rrived with th eir 's intact a t th e end of
th e sec tio n. whi ch incident ally was th e bottom
o f three-m ile hill. T he third section, returning to
th e clu broorn s a nd in co rp orat in g a timed hill­
cli m b. was tackled mo re successfu lly . Th re e
co m petito rs lo st no points a t a ll!

Re sults wer e: Bas il H o rwc od , V S, l st: C has.
McMu rray, Vau xh all. 2nd ; Bill Ti 111 ms, Citroe ri,
3rd : Trev or T irnrns, M o rri s, 4th; Bo b Oakley,
D ermis. 5th.



Nota ble h ill-cl im b results were (2.9 miles) :
Peugeot 403, 3min. 55sec.: V .W ., 5min. 5sec .;
20/60 Vau xh all , 5min. 58sec.

T he en suing pa rt y a nd 2 1st fo r T revor Timms
was a resounding success, helped in no small
meas ure by the a ble accord ia n pla ying by Jim
Bissland . About 50 peopl e we re present, a nd the
tri al was thrash ed o ut a t length . No-one will
cla im to be respo ns ible fo r orga n ising it.

Nati onal Rally, Timaru, Ea ster

Ten car s we re en tered from Otago in thi s
rall y a t Easter. Ve tera ns co m peting we re: Me rv.
Wi nte r's Wolsele y, A tki nso rr's St ar , A. Pea rce 's
Model T , Ne d Sutherl and 's De Dion, Dave Mills'
Br iton , Lyn Goughs Buick . Vi ntage sec tio n:
Ral ph Smi th's Model T, Bra rnwell 's C hrys ler, M.

H aggitt's Bentley. Joe Go ug h's Fiat.
Pr o bably th e biggest Ot ago en try in a ny rally,

a nd fo r the record s, it sho uld be mention ed that
a ll arrived witho ut mish ap. Sha des of ea rl ier
Iri shman's!

A de termined bid to ta ke Oakley's Re gal via
Bramwell 's trai ler was mad e, but whe n the load­
ing was co mpleted , the tr ailer sa gged so de­
jectedl y, the a tte m pt was aba ndoned.

You r scri be doesn' t seem to re member who got
pri zes a t th e par ty at n igh t , bu t has a vagu e
recoll ect ion of N ed Sut he rla nd wa nderi ng a ro und
with a bar om eter. Fo r more deta iled results,
please see T imaru not es B. W. June, 1959. T hank
you T imaru, for a slap-up weekend, yo u can
ex pect eve ryone fro m O tago to be at yo ur next
rall y.

Canterbury Notes H. Foster

Vintage Car Club of N .Z. (Inc.) Canterbury Branch
Chairman: H. S. Foster Hon. Secretary: R. J. Cummins, 23 Randolph St. , Christchurch

F ro m a ll ac co un ts the Nationa l R all y held a t
T imaru last Easter organised by the So uth Can­
ter bur y Bra nc h in co nj unc tio n with Penn zoil
(N .Z .) Lt d . will go down in history as being o ne
of the most enjoyable eve nts yet held . U nfo rt un­
a te ly as I was no t a ble to a tte nd, the "telling"
will have to be lef t to so meone else.

On Sa turday, Apri l 11th , we co mbined with a
Tractio n E ngi ne Rally. Twenty-s ix Vetera n a nd
Vintage veh icles together with sixtee n Traction
E ng ines and sund ry chaff cutte rs etc ., took part
in a n enjoyable full days ac tivity a nd fo r C hris t­
church me mb ers approx ima te ly 70 mil es of
mot ori ng.

R . S. T urnbull desc ribes this event:
D ue perh aps to the interes t o f V .c.c. me m­

bers in a kind red hobby ther e was a n enthusias tic
turnout to th e Lees to n T ract io n Engine Rall y at
Leest on. Beca use pre vious heav y ra in ca used
flood ing th e cars travelled in convoy via the
Main So u th Road a nd Dunsandel to the ven ue
of Jo hn Mc l.achla u 's farm a nd in to the a re na
to park a lo ngsi de va rio us exam ples of ea rly far m
machinery,

T he arrival of the pr ocession of tracti on
eng ines, the thresh ing mill co mple te wi th cook­
house a nd mill hands, a nd the se tti ng up of th e
mill betwee n the two stac ks of wheat interested
the growing crowd as d id the acc uracy with
which the mill owne r, M r Bob H ampto n, posi ­
tion ed his engi ne to dr ive th e mill by leather
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belt. As the men forked in the sheaves the straw
tu mb led off the end of the eleva tor and th e grain
poured into wai ting sacks.

T he Vet er an and Vin tage ca rs were pu t
throu gh a series of d rivi ng tests. D espite a few
sudden sho wers in th e morning a bo ut five to six
th ou sand pe ople wa tched the d isplay whic h co n­
tinued in the afte rnoo n with a chaff c utti ng d is­
p lay a nd dri ving test s for th e tr act io n engines .
T hese co ns isted of a po tato race usin g te n foo t
stakes a nd 44 ga llon d rums, and a slow race.

Those wh o ha ve scratc hed thei r car s on stakes
in simi lar tests wo uld do ubtless rejoice in what
a misdi rected trac tio n engine ca n do to d rums
a nd stakes.

The slow race was a go od test fr om the po in t
o f view of the pu blic as it was very obvious
whi ch engine was the slowest a nd whic h o nes
ea rn ed disqualifica tio n by a llo wing their flywh eel s
to sto p, clu tch slipping be ing impossible.

By th is time the "Ande rso n" (no t to be co n­
fus ed wi th anoth er Ander son we know) thresh­
ing mi ll had about co mp leted the two stacks and
the mi llhands were resting from the unaccus tom­
ed exercise.

Thus ende d a day that was bot h int er estin g to
C lub mem ber s a nd profita ble to th e branch as
due to co nside rab le efforts o f th e Orga nise rs, th e
Lees ton Ki ng Carn iva l Comm ittee, the Traction
Engine Rally was a financia l success and the
V.c.c. rece ived a gen erou s don a tion of £25 for



their par t in the eve nt.
A N ight T rial held on Apri l 18th is de scr ibe d

by Warn er Ma uger:
In spi te of it having rain ed all day a very goo d

turn out of Vin tage and Mod ern cars arr ived a t
Carlton Mill a t 7.30 p.rn. A fter perfo rming a
hectic Le Mans dash th e co mpe titor s headed in
the general d irecti on of Tai Tapu, where on a
greasy stre tch of grass road D ave Barke r and
Dave Kay held a. spr int test.

Stan Sa rnpso n was the next Ma rsha ll enco un t­
ered , being a t the end of the first sec tion at
Ellesm er e. Then on to Sid Ca mpbell. From here
onwar ds ther e seemed to be ca rs an d crossroad s
everyw here. On e co mpe tito r was even noticed
still looking for the end of the firs t sec tion. Neil
Sutton a t Linco ln co nducted a plu g cha nge test
agai nst the watch. T he n came a tim ed run onto
Ta i Tapu where Dave Barker a nd Dave Kay
had a width judging test . After th is the route
bac k to C hristc hurc h via the Landsdown Va lley
Ro ad, an d the Hal swell Dow ns to the final check
poin t.

Ever y one co llec ted a t Bill Clapham 's fo r
suppe r a nd natter. T he use o f Bill's worksho p
was ver y mu ch appreciated. Thanks go also to
Pet er Clar kson and Marsh alls fo r a very enjoy­
able eveni ng.

An other "Caddie" one lun ger has jo ined the
Club , D avid Kay has just acquired a "we ll sinker"
in good goi ng order, so me months o f hard wo rk
will be necessary to remov e the "sin king app ear -

an ce" and recon struct a body. A few weeks ago
the writer acq uired a most int er esting chassis
complete with fron t and rea r ax le and whe els,
a ll o ther imp ortan t co mpone nts having bee n re­
moved and sold to the local ga rage abo ut 30 years
ago when the chass is was mad e into a four
wheeled fa rm trail er. The dimension s, ap pear­
ance and design of ax les a re those o f a 1906
10-14 Renault but there is no sign of the mak­
er 's nam e on the hu bcaps or elsew he re. A few
weekend s lat er a visit to the co untry gar age pro­
du ced the eng ine from under a bench. all in bit s
and shor t of a piston but o therwise co mplete , a
small bea utifully made mot or, mon o block. a trnos­
phe-ic inlet va lves, G .A. ca rburet to r. externa l
timing gea -s (in perfect or der) a nd the name is
A MST O UTZ RAV E L mad e in Besa nco n France .

Fur ther en quiries. fo llowe d by an int erview
with the ow ne r of the firm who so ld the car over
' 0 year s ago prove it to be a Jackson. or igina lly
fitte d with a D og-Cart bod y and supp lied by R.
Re ynold Jac kso n & Co . Ltd ., Lo ndon .

Jackson cars. most of which were fitted with
single 0; twin De Di on engines in the more popu­
la r sma ll mod els. ap parent ly used p rop rietar y
eoui pm ent, pa rticu la rly as rega rds engi nes,
chas sis and tr ansm ission and in my example
possibly Re nau lt ch assis and tr ansmi ssion , or
a m I wro ng? Ca n a nyo ne please tell me?

If gea rbox , stee r ing box and radiator ever tu rn
up maybe a Ravel-Jackson-Ren ault will mot or
once more.

w. A. Clapham
29 SOUTHWARK STREET - CHRISTCHURCH
Betwe en Manchester and Ma d-a s Str ee ts , Alongside

Coker s Hotel PHONE 77-471
Canterbury Service for

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries
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Waikato Notes L. H. F. Death.

Chairman: E. H. Brown.

Veteran and Vintage Car Club (Waikato)

Secretary: D. Hall, P.O. Box 924, Hamilton.

Morrinsville Rally

Some of the du st having now settl ed down
your 'ard-' arassed secretary will now try to get
down to a report on thi s our first very successful
Rally .

The Committee wish es to express its apprecia­
tion first to the entrants for a splendid turnout,
the high standard of reliability and the excellent
condition of the cars.

Secondly, the organisation of an event on this
sca le would not have been possible without the
co-operation of the many Marshals. Most of
these gentlemen had to travel out to the ir con­
trol points in the wee small hours of Saturday
morning (before the rain had stopped) and the
efficiency with which they performed set the
tone for the whole weekend .

We would particularly mention those firms,
not officially connected with the Club, who con­
trolled in their respective towns: Washers Gar­
age, Tauranga ; Farn Motors, T e Puke; L. P. A.
Potter Ltd . (Mr Hawkins), Te Aroha ; Paeroa
Motors Ltd . (Mr McDonald), Paeroa.

There was a tea break arranged about half­
way round on each route . One of these was at
Paeroa and it is understood that Paeroa Motors
provided tea very quickly and without charge.
Many thanks.

It is certain that everyone enjoyed the after­
noon's Gymkhana in Morrinsville Recreation
Ground . Tom Rashleigh had planned this with
the same precision with which he balances our

Photo by Regenc y Stud io s

Graham Nolcn (It the wheel of S. T. Nolan's 1909
Fcrd T.
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accounts, with the result that everything fell into
place properly and without fu ss.

The writer is very grateful to Trev Newton for
the loan of a caravan for use as an " Office", and
to Graham Smith who hauled it to and from
Morrinsville. This was most convenient and we
were able to work on the results and deal with
enquiries in comfort. We were also relieved of
accommodation matters, as H arry Stratton, the
Accommodation Officer for the Morrinsville
Chamber of Commerce, had his bureau nearby
and , from the odd glance we took from time to
time, he was being kept bu sy.

All members will appreciate to what extent
we are indebted to the Morrinsville Chamber of
Commerce, and in particular those very high­
voltage live wires Graeme Courtney and Jock
Kiely .

It is less than three months ago when the
project was first mooted and the amount of co­
operation, trophies, publicity, finance and facil­
ities laid on through the efforts of these gentle­
men was quite fantastic. Mention must also be
made of one person we didn't even see-Mr de
Jong, the engraver who worked all Saturday
afternoon .

As the results were calculated, the winners'
names were sent to him by Boy Scout runner (we
had six of these invaluable lads), so that the
trophies, properly engraved, were presented by
the Mayor after the Dinner in the Civic Lounge
in the evening. .

On the Sunday morning we held what we had
termed a "simplified form of Concours d 'Eleg­
ance. " The judges were Morrinsville men and
their choice was not an easy one as the standa rd
set by the cars exhibited was very high indeed.

In conclusion the writer apologises for one or
two small errors that have come to light in his
preliminary work, but the organisation and
method had to be built up from scratch, with
no similar experience to rely on, and in a very
short space of time. Everyone seemed to have
enjoyed themselves so the hard work was justi­
fied. Next year 's Rally will be bigger and better
because of the experience this year and also be­
cause the Committee has started working on it
already.
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Wanganui Notes R. P. Lee

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. Inc., Wanganui Branch
Chairman: P. R. Williamson. Secretary R. P. Lee, 34 Mt. View Rd., Wanganui.

Ford Dealers Since 1907

GORDON HUGHAN LTD.

N .Z '5 Oldest • Deolership

especially as he seemed reluctant to descend from
his lofty perch behind the cab. This was unfortun­
ate as he had apparently restored the cab himself
and knew its past history.

After arranging temporary shelter for the dis­
abled Buick, the remaining nine cars set off for
Wanganui about mid-afternoon and completed
the 70 miles without incident. Those taking part
were (driver in parenthesis): 1912 Zedel (B.
Walker), 1913 Daimler (R . Lyth) , 1914 Buick
(V. Caseley), 1914 Buick (M . Hopper), 1916
Overland (T. Glasgow), 1923 Ansaldo (B. Miller),
1923 Alvis (K. Wright) , 1923 Citroen (J. Ack­
royd) , 1925 Morris (R. Lee), 1927 Morgan (F.
Withers) .

As a footnote, congratulations to Tom Glas­
gow on his beautifully restored Overland which
made its debut on this outing and covered more
than 150 miles in Stirling fashion .

Field Day and Hill Climb
Following a week of filthy weather, Saturday,

9th May, dawned astonishingly fine . Eight cars
assembled at A.A. Headquarters prepared for a
time trial run of some 13 miles to Handley Road
adjacent to the coast north of Wanganui. Route
instructions were so designed that the short
journey took over an hour which while causing
no undue strain on even the slowest vehicle. did

Pembroke Street

PHONES :

H. G. Hughan 8888
K. Loveday 8175
H. M . Catt 8800

CARTERTON

r .o. Box 48

Garage 8099
R. Porter 8452
W . D. Alien 8050

Eltham 75 Jubilee

After " Burm a" the next airing for vintage and
veteran machinery in and around Wanganui was
a drive to Eltham on the 7th March. The occa­
sion was Eltharn's 75th Jubilee which consisted
essentially of the inevitable procession culminat­
ing in a ceremony in the large domain there.

Leaving Wanganui at 7.30 in the morning in
cool but fine weather seven vehicles made their
way north in convoy. Progression was uneventful
except for the Caseley 1914 Buick which showed
a marked avidity for water and a reluctance to
climb hills in the effortless manner associated
with most Buicks. After several involuntary
stops. the main cause of power loss was traced
to (of all things) worn out spark plugs. A new
set was eventually procured and a rejuvenated
Buick romped over the rest of the 70 mile trip
stopping only for regular replenish men t from
a 12 gallon drum of H20.

Arriving at Eltharn somewhat behind schedule
we were surprised by the large size of the crowd
lining the streets. Through a misunderstanding
the small convoy managed to become separated
with the result that some of the cars traversed
the procession route twice about 2 hours before
the set time which served to break the monotony
for the patient bystanders.

Finally rounded up and shepherded to the
selected street, all cars participated in the now
well known acceleration tests. Times were not
recorded but some close finishes resulted in spite
of there being only ten entrants. Only one car
failed to leave the mark at the drop of the
starters' flag . And only one guess is allowed
on its identity: 1914 Buick; this time the Wadey
model piloted by Merv. Hopper. The trouble
was later diagnosed as a broken drive shaft
pinion. (The owner is still looking for a replace­
ment by the way -can you help?).

Abandoning the sick car temporarily, members
adjourned for a hasty lunch after which vehicles
were taken to their position in the procession
line-up . On arrival at the Domain. floats were
displ ayed for public appro ba tion . The standard
was a high one and obviously considerable work
had gone into their preparation . Vintagers were
particularly attracted to a genuine Hansom cab.
It was complete with cabby who, being slightly
deaf was difficult to engage in conversation;
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A. P. (Bert) TONKS (:,
SON LTD.

111 Duncan Street, Wanganui East

Coa ch Builders - Motor Trimm ers

Panel Bea ters and Pain ters

Com plete Restoration s Und ertaken

Mudguards, Panel s, etc ., Made to

Authentic Detail fr om Patterns,

or Photogr aphs

encompa ss some long steepish hills. Most of the
competito rs kep t well to time and had no trouble
in fo llowing direct ion s. In fact only one car
stra yed a nd m ight have bee n pardoned for wind ­
ing up at the beach had conditions been mo re
ba lmy . As it was , the er ro r cost but a litt le extra
petrol and a lot of points. Perhaps because he
was a stranger to these parts, Norm F indl ay
should be exc used. T he non-appea rance of the
Wright veteran Ta lbot at the fina l check ca used
some co nce rn until it was even tuall y learned tha t
the ca r became bereft of fue l only a few m iles
from the star t. Regretta bly half the field fai led
either to signa l or stop at the co mp ulsory sto p
sign whic h happened to be under o bserva tion by
mar shalls.

T he picn ic site a t the top of Handley 's Road
hill where th e cl imb was to be run , was a scene of
much industry as timekeep ing officials se t up their
instrument s. All was in readiness by 11 .30 a.m .
and eac h car was allowe d a practice ru n befor e
lun ch . F ro m these perfor ma nces it was seen that
the site had been we ll chose n bei ng neith er too
stee p nor ove r winding. Although a metalled
road, the surface was exce llent so that any
wo rries over possible suspension trou bles were
quick ly dispe lled .

After lunch three officia lly timed runs were
made by hill climb co mpe titors whose ca rs were
div ided by the organiser s into two sections : Vint­
age sports cars and Vin tage touring cars. Unfort­
unately only two vehicles were dee med to quali fy
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as sports car s.
T he climos were carried out efficientl y and

witho ut fuss, the timekeepers and the ir apparatus
proving mo st reliable.

F. R. Withe rs carried off the trophy for the
fastest time of the day in his 40 b.h.p. 5 hundred­
weight Morgan 3 whee ler.

A. K . Wrigh t won the touring class in his
12/50 Alv is recording only a littl e ove r I seco nd
slower than the Mo rgan .

T he nove lty field even ts wh ich fo llowe d were
thoroughl y enjoyed. They included an egg and
spoon race, a bli ndfo ld race, and a relay race.

It is hop ed to mak e the Field D ay an annua l
eve nt bu t pr ogr ammed fo r a wa rmer month of
the yea r.

Result s as fo llows:
Time T rial-19i 3 Zedel , B. Walker, 13, 1st;

1925 Sunbeam, M. Dickens, 14, 2nd ; 1924 Au stin,
T . Hudson , 15, 3rd ; 1925 Morris Co wley, R. Lee,
18, and 1923 Ansa ldo, R . Musson , 18, 4th equa l;
1924 Fia t, R. Jon es, 22, 6th ; 1925 Morris Co wley ,
N. Find lay , 38, 7th ; 1909 Talbo t, G. Forsy th,
45, 8th .

H ill Climb-Sports Ca rs: 1927 Morgan , F. R .
Withers, 41.9sec ., l st ; 1923 Vaux ha ll, B. Wyc he r­
ley, 46 .2, 2nd . Touri ng Ca rs: 1923 Al vis, K .
Wrig ht , 43. 1, lst ; 1925 Sunbeam, M. D ick ens,
46.8, 2nd; 1923 A nsaldo, B. Wa lke r, 47, 3rd;
1927 T albot. G . Brother ston , 47.1, 4th; 1925
Au stin , T . H udson , 50.7, 5th; 1925 Mo rris Co w­
ley, N. Fin d lay, 55.2, 6th.

T he co mbi na tion of a littl e finan ce and a lot
of inge nuity on the pa r t of one or two en thus i­
as tic mem bers has result ed in the Bran ch now
ow ning a n efficient timing and PIA sys te m which
will be mos t valua ble for all fu ture events.

Snippets
T he Walker An sald o is fo r sa le. It has beco me

so much a part of Wan ganui Bran ch that we
would hat e to see it go elsewh ere.

Chairma n P. Willi am son int ends to build a
Co up de l'auto bod y on ONE of his Sunb eams.

J im Ackroyd has quitted his little Ci troe n in
favo ur of a Bean roa ds ter circa 1923.

At Rot orua, the Watk inson Perr y was recog­
nised by a man who wo rke d a t the fac to ry whe n
the car was bui lt in July, 1916.

At last Wa nganu i Bran ch has a Rolls- a cer ta in
gent in Marto n has bought a vintage mod el and
joined the club.

T he clubrooms have had a plumbing up lift­
new spouting and do wnp ipe, wat er and dr ain age
laid on by Master Plumber member Ma urie
Wadey,



Wellington Notes Warwick Johnston

Ch airman: W. Johnston

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Wellington Branch
Mrs V. Southward, 14 Massey Cres., Lower Hutt

Secreta ries: M rs M axw ell, 7 Tawa St., Lower Hutt

as th e fruit s of their end eavo urs and Ca nte rbur y
re po rtin g th at a se t of roo ms a re al most in the
bag, suojcc t o n ly to the clea n ing up o f a few
fo rm alities a nd th e pl aca ting o f the neigh bours
and the City Fa thers .

One extra curicu la r ac tivity tha t ca me o ur wa y
was th e very kind invi ta tio n ex te nded by th e
m an agement o f Dunl op N.Z. Lt d . fa! me m bers
to visi t the fac to ry a t Upper Hutt on the night
o f th e May mo nt hly m ee ting . Yo ur sc rib e reg ret ­
fu lly ha d to scra tch fro m th is event but Clu b
Capt ai n Mi ke Poy nto n repo rt s tha t th e whole
eve ni ng wa s a resound ing success and mem bers
are fu ll of pra ise fo r the hospi ta lity shown the m
th ro ughout the eveni ng .

A week o r two back we wished ban vo yage to
Len a nd Ve ra So uthward who lef t o n an ex te n­
sive tr ip ov erseas a nd ex pec t to be aw a y a bo ut
5 mo nth s. News has been re ce ived th at they have
had tim e to inspect so me cars a t Indi a napoli s
but it co u ld be that th ey were neither ve te ra n or
vintage. However, a lat er report was th at d ur ing
a visi t to th e Ford Motor M use u m Len was a ble
to ob tai n th e measu rem en ts of a White Stea me r
bod y with a view to th e completi on of th e on e
he has a t pr esent in the workshop of Bert Tanks

Ou t of a ll th is tal k o ne see m ing ly sma ll bu t a t Wa nga nui .
ne vert hele ss im po rta nt step ahead was th e Cha rlie M axwell has been progressing with
appoin tment of three me m bers to a sub-co mmit- the res to ra tion of h is 191 3 Au st in , the motor has
tee whose dut y is to invest igate a nd rep o rt on a ll been complet el y over ha uled a nd is se t up in th e
aspects of acqui ring clu bro oms as a perma nen t cha ssis. Hugh Nev ins has acq uired a 1922 20
home fo r Welli ngton Bra nch . We don't presu me h.p. Ro lls Royce ancl is stead ily co llecting pa r ts.
to be the first to move a lon g the se paths, in fact Stan ley Nort hcote-Bade bought th e 3-sea le r
o n thumbing th rou gh so me back co pie s o f B.W. Dod ge (about IYI8) fro m Len So uthward a nd
(part ly for in spir ati on ) it is pl ea sing to find th a t word co m ing a lo ng th e grapevi ne tell s o f a very
we a re in such good co mpany with Wa nganu i cred itable jo b be ing done on wha t he rece ived
proudl y show ing th e p ho tographs o f th e ir H .Q . as littl e m or e tha n a n ou tsi ze do -it-yourse lf kit.

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

The executive a t th eir regular meet ings aro und
C harlie an d W ynn M ax well's fires ide have di s­
cu ssed ways and m ea ns of build ing up Club
fund s an d ha ve mulled ov er a ll so r ts o f id eas
for keeping cl ub a ctivities in teres ting fo r th e
m em bers an d wh en their proposal s were placed
be fo re the Apri l meet ing the execu tive were very
gra tified a t the way th e good attenda nce received
th em a nd sub seq uen tly de ba ted th e m any points
raised .

Since la st goi ng to Press activm es in an d
a ro und the Cap ita l C ity ha ve been confined to
attend an ces at regul ar mo n thl y meet ings a nd
hen ce have bee n ra th er m ore sub dued wh en
co m pared to th e spectacular acti on and en te r ta in ­
me nt pr ovid ed by the two highly successfu l
rall ies which we held in N ovem ber a nd Janu ar y.
H o wever, notwithstand ing th e absence o f a show
of power a lot o f work ha s been put in to get­
tin g a per sp ect ive o n the d irec tion in whic h th e
Bran ch is headi ng, wha t it's going to do fo r and
about fina nces and all th at sort o f du ll (ye t so
ver y necessary) orga nisa tiona l stuff whic h o nce
accom pli sh ed ea rly on ma kes ma tte rs ever so
mu ch easier later.

Bay Banter by R. Brickell

Vintage Car Club of N. Z. (Inc.), Hay of Plenty Branch
Chairman: A. James Secretary: R. Brickell, Mt Maunganui School, Mt M aunganui

After nearl y a yea r o f socia l meetings we de­
cided to offi c ia lly beco me a br a nch of th e V.c.c.
of N .Z . At a me eting held last D ecember a com­
mittee was elec ted consist ing of T ou y J arnes
(P reside n t). Ro bb ie Brickell (Secreta ry-Treasurer)
and T rev. M itchell (Cl u b Cap ta in) . We th en w-or e
and beca m e officia lly ina ugura ted as th e Bay o f
Plent y Bran ch o f th e V .c.c. in 1958.

Since th en we have grown to be a bo u t 20

ca rs stro ng , a lt ho ugh most o f them a re still in
th e restoring sta ge but neverthe less number th e
foll owing:-1 924 and 1927 Roll s, 1927 D aimler,
1924 Model T, 192 4 a nd 1925 Chevs, 192 3, 1<)26,
and 1927 Essexs, 192 9 A rmstr ong, 191 6 Buick,
1925 a nd 1928 Whippet s, 1929 De Sot o , 1925
Va uxh·tll. 1914 Cl ement T albot , 1925 Mine rva ,
]923 Packard , )Y08 Dela u nay Bell ville , 192 7
Au st in 7.
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M ost of th ese ca rs a re on th e restoring be nch
but more are becoming mobile monthly.

Our clu b sys te m is ve ry informal a t pr esent
a nd co ns ists of social me ets o n th e seco nd Su nday
of eac h month a t diff eren t me mber 's places each
time, whe re the tim e flies inspec tin g o r helping
with th e various re storation s, studying pictures,
and ph ot os, runn ing fo r sho rt d rives and drink­
ing tea .

We wer e glad that two of our members, Trev.
M itchell in his a lmost rest o red Essex and J oh n

McCracken co uld run in the exce llen t M orrin s­
ville R all y organi sed by th e rapidl y ex panding
Wai ka to C lu b. More of us hop e to co m pe te next
year.

O n Ma y 2nd, feverish ac tivi ty from o ur young
clu b p roduced eight cars, swelled by th e Ben z
and La nc hes ter fr om H amilt on a nd th e C ha nd ler
fr om Rot o rua drov e in th e off ic ia l openi ng of
th e Taura nga- M t Mau ngan ui Br idg e. T hanks
grea tly M essrs Hughes, D eath and Mclntyre fo r
helping us o ut.

Marlborough Notes
The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand In c. (Marlborough Branch)

Chairman: Mr R. Swingler Secretary: lan Chapman, R.N.Z.A.F. Station, Woodbourne.

T he M arlbor ou gh bra nc h o f the N. Z .v.C. C.
is now est abl ish ed , a threat to thi s effect havin g
been mad e in th e D ecem ber, 1958, issue . T he
br an ch has nearly 30 m em bers a nd th e Presid ent
is Mr Ra y Sw ing le r; Sec re ta ry, M r Ian C ha pma n .

A film eve ni ng wa s held last yea r , th e film
mo st app recia ted be ing one in co lo ur coveri ng
the first Angle-Ame rica n Rall y. T he pr o jecti on­
ist , M r John Finnie (a clu b mem ber ), lost co unt
of the num be r o f times he was ca lled to sto p the
film in order thr t the a udience co u ld study the
vari o us cars in m ore d etail. D uring thi s so me of
th e ca rs fo u nd th em selves go ing flat out in re­
ve rse .

T he mo st important recent eve n t was th e joint
run and pic nic o uting to Pel orus Bridge by th e
N elson member s a nd o ur own Club. T his plea­
sa nt spo t wa s ideal fo r such an event, being
roughly half way bet ween Blenheim an d Nelson,
sce n ic, wi th a n excelle nt sw im mi ng pool , hot
wat er ava ila ble and so on .

Bet ween IS a nd 20 ca rs ar ri ved. T he re we re no
orga nised d riving test s, but members tr ied o ut
th e various ca rs a nd had a most en joyable d ay
with th eir fam ilies .

Cars wo rth y o f pa rti cul ar mention were M r
Leo Brusewit z's Ch rys ler 4 o f N elson , the F ord
T's (both brass ra d ia tor mod els) D enn y K ing,
N elson , a nd Ted Lucas. Blenhe im, th e Sc ri pps
Booth o f Mr C. Scho lfield , N elson , the Bri ce
Roll s, Nelso n , a nd th e Sp ros en Stutz , Blenheim.

Mr Br usewi tz 's 1927 roads te r co mp leted a n
864- m ile trip a rou nd the N o rth Island in Janu­
ary at a n ave rage o f 22 .5 mil es per ga llo n and
loo ks good fo r man y such trips.

The Scri pps -Boo th, a 1918 six-cy linder o .h.v.
m odel is proba bly uni qu e in possessing a co m ­
bin ed in st ructi on book a nd feeler guage. In
reco mme ndi ng tappet clea ra nce of .004in . th e
book solem n ly adds " the pa ges of thi s bo ok are
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.044in. thick ."
T his ca r has a reconditioned mot or rescu ed

fro m a sa w benc h in 'a paddock ne ar Christc hurc h
a nd Mr Sch ol field is ve ry glad of the ass ista nce
o f M r K. Sta pleton in loca tin g th e eng ine.

T he Brice Roll s, a 1931 20-25 mod el , is wo rth
mu ch ca ref ul stud y. th e m echanical servo brakes
have 16 seg me nts per drum , wh ich are cla ime d to
tak e hold and release 360 time s a second, and the
fro nt br ake cr oss shafts a re m ounted in the f ron t
ax le beam . T he gearbox holds o nly I -} pin ts of
S.A .E. 30 o il (yes 30) . The bo dy, a Mayth orn
bui lt lim ou sine with a glass di visio n, has a sky ­
light a nd an elec tric microphon e in the rear seat.
Tt is ho ped to write up th is ca r in th e futu re for
Bead ed Wheel s. The Bri ces are no w sea rc hing
fo r pa rts fo r thei r one-l ung Caddy .

The one m ot orcycle prese n t was ridd en over
fr om N elson by its ow ne r, Mr L. T . Ley don.
T h is was a ve ry co mp lete 1922 Rica rd o Triumph.
T hese were th e firs t T rium phs to ha ve cha in d rive
and elec tr ic light ing , and th e int ernal expa nd ing
fro nt br ake is mo st unusu al , if not unique, for
a machine of th at year. Also unusu al is th e fo ur­
va lve pent-roof head , apparently mod elled o n th e
H arley Da vid son racing design .

Also p resen t was Mr Ray Beach (father of
Ru ssell Bea ch. who used to o wn the 4-!- li tre Bent­
ley), wi th his 23-60 whi ch has bee n mu ch m od i­
fied- to put it mildly. H o wever , so me " mods"
a re interesting fea tures.

The we ll-mad e gri lle , o n clo se inspection ,
turns o ut to be an oil coo ler, co pper pip es fo rm­
ing the ve rtica l " bars " and th e a lumi ni um body
is rubber m ounted on spec ia l bea re rs . The 48­
th ou tap pet cleara nce on th ese mod els mu st be
a mo ng the widest ever used , ex ceed ed o nly by
the 57- thou clearan ce o n some poppet va lve
D aimler s. H owe ver , this is hardly a ca r to a ppea l
to th e purist.



The d eni zens o f th e Stutz had th eir mea ls
sta nding up fo r a we ek o r so afterwards. The
Stutz it was d iscover ed lat er , had the rea r snu b-

bers r ac ked u p to 68 pounds and the tyr es a t 48
pounds. T he correct figures a re 26 pounds a nd
35 pounds. N oel has since eased his ex pe rime nts .

Second National Rally
Once again the N ati on al R all y has co me a nd

gone an unqualified success. It was a gr eat plea­
sure for yo ur sc ri be to a tte nd thi s eve nt in Ti rua ru
sec u re in th e k no wledge tha t " this is th e ot he r
bloke's resp on sibility." Knowin g th is th e way
was left ope n fo r a wond erful week end of plea­
sur es in partaking o f the hospitality of th e South
Ca n ter bury Bran ch. H ow ever , wh ilst enjoyi ng
ou rselves to th e full est ex ten t we did not neglect
to notice a nd applaud th e excellent o rga nisa tio n
of the entire eve n t, very m uc h to th e sa tisfaction
of some 90 ent rants, as usu al , laden to th e plim­
so ll with crew. T his organi sa tion was a gre a t cre di t
to the So uth Can ter bu ry Branch, o ne of the
sm allest in th e co untry a nd was due I th ink to
a great extent to the superhu ma n energies of
Branch Secret ary Darcy Ni ch olson.

We can on ly hope th at the Rall y has not , as
it would appea r ta ken its toll in T ima ru, no
co m mu nica tio n of a ny fo rm having been received
fr om South Can terbury since E aster. The Clu b
has no wish to lose member s through overwo rk .

Consequ ently thi s referen ce will be somewha t
brief and very m uch fr om a spec ta to r's point of
view .

As usu al th e V intage Car Clu b was blessed
with a n exce llent da y met eorologicall y, a large
en try and a tremendous crowd whi ch sho uld
have ensured th at finan ciall y the R ally was a
suc cess; however , th at we d on 't kn ow a nd who
cares a bo ut finance an yway !

Com pet itors sh owed their app rec ratio n by
co m ing fro m North and So uth , Napier and Inver­
ca rgill bein g th e two furth er most points, and went
home a littl e poorer in m ost cases, so mewha t
di shevelled in so m e cases an d in all cases com­
pletely sa tisfied with th e wee kend .

T he most importan t aspect o f all such
National Events is the meeting o f mem ber s fro m
all parts of th e country, th e co- ope ra tion met
with in all in stances a nd tbe ove rall co mmo n
spirit th at ex ists wh en vi nta ge and ve tera n type s
get together.

From a spec ta tor 's poin t of view th e co nd ition
and turnout of ca rs was 50 pe r cent bett er th an
see n before and the part icip ati on in events sk ill­

ful.
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A pleasa nt inn ovat io n was th e intro duc tio n of
period clothes ab ly displ a yed by local manne­
q uins who we re sui ta bly att ired for th e ca r of
th e period. Organi sation always cou nts a nd in
thi s cas e th e d ispl a y o f "fashions" made an in­
ter est ing and am usi ng in terlude , whe reas handled
wrongly it co uld have be en appa lling. T ha nks to
Corin ne N ich ol son who we n t to grea t pains to
establish tbe aut he n ticity of th e cos tumes and
gave a mo st knowledgea ble co m m enta ry.

Jack Newall an d Maur ice W right made Timaru
Sa tur da y m orn ing having left Ran gio ra a t 3 a.rn.
afte r spe ndi ng 36 hours non-stop, non -sleep
co m ple tely re-assembling th e Wolseley.

"C hryslers a re well wo rth rest oring." After see ­
ing the Kilbey and Brusewitz ca rs we heartedly
agree . Incidentall y it was gr and to see the prime
ins tiga to rs of th e H awk es Ba y Bra nch . Reg a nd
Ol ive K ilbey down fo r th e Ra lly. We sincerely
hope th ey man a ged to find tim e to get to kn ow
a few Sou th Is la nd member s.

Co lin Westo by spe nt all F riday night runni ng
a " repair worksh op " , a ny th ing fr o m Ca d illacs to
Dai mler s tackl ed . Overloading again Bert !!

For Better

Used Cars
At Lower Prices

Con sult

JOHN DOWLING
AND COMPANY

STAFFORD STREET
TIMARU

Opp. Ballantynes
Phon e 2256



A Mr Rutherford wh o had tackl ed th e firs t
mot or tr ip to Mt Cook in his D e D ion Bouton
in 1906 has a lways been in a ttendanc e at even ts
run by th e South Ca n ter bur y Br anch an d o n
espyi ng th e Sutherl and ca r as ke d to be a llowed
a closer inspectio n since it loo ked ve ry like his
old ma chine and appa re n tly an inspectio n of
engine nu m be rs co nfi rmed th at it ac tua lly was .
Ned ca n no longer lay claim to be th e first m an
to " traverse tough terra in " in thi s machine.

Good to see th e old er members participating
with vin tage ca rs . T wo cases in point be ing th e
first appearan ces o f Mr F urn ey with his most
a ttra ctive 12/40 Alvis and John R ob bie with his

4t ·
D ave M ills a nd Brito n made the R all y th is yea r

but unfortunately m agnet o trouble kept D ave
fairly bu sy o n th e Sa tur day morn ing. So me thing
else kept him bu sy o n th e Su nday morning.

30/98 p ilot Brian W ycherley was driving a timid
but a ttrac tive Mo rris Cowley . Br ian was a no the r
"fi rs t a ppea ra nce in th e So u th"; next tim e we
hope with the " thi rs ty".

The President ial Cadi llac is jus t the car fo r
slee p ing in . pro vided o ne has a wife wh o will
ac t as cha uffe u r fo r the 100 mil e trip back to
Chr istchurch in th e early hours o f a Sunday
morn ing.

M a ny thanks to Sam Slyfield fo r his ass ist­
an ce. We hope he found time to en joy himsel f.

Eno ugh has been sa id a bo u t th e Brown Bent­
ley elsew here in thi s issu e.

R esults:-
Concours: 1st , A. W ooll et , 1912 Wolseley; 2nd

A. S. A tkinson, 1913 Sta r. T im e T ria l: C. Sha rp,
1915 Buick, no po int s lost. Ve tera n T im e Trial :
1. H ogg, 1902 Rambler . Vintag e Time T ria l: J .
Bunting, 1924 Sta r. Vintage D ri ving Tests : P .
Shaskey, 1924 O .M. Veteran Driving Tes ts: Mrs
C. N ich olson, 1907 Cad illac . Spec ia l A wa rd to
dri ver wh o showed true Veteran and p ioneer
motori ng sp ir it: Ned Sutherl and , 1903 D e Di on .
Fastes t time of day on speed hill cli m b: ls t Reg.
Kilbey, C h rys ler 77 , 0.16sec .; 2nd C. W estoby,
Al vis 12/50 , 0. 17sec .

Sp ecial Aw ard to driver a nd crew sho wi ng
exceptio na l ten acit y in ap pearing a t the star t o f
th e Rall y: Bert T on ks, 1913 D aimler. (Ma jo r
gea rbox repair s all previou s evening afte r m otor­
ing fro m Wanganui),

Special Awa rd fo r m ost exp en sive en gine fa il­
ure: W. Brown, 1929 4+ Bentley (Cra nk shaft de­
rangemen t),

Le M an s D ash-Vintage v. Mode rn: W. C lap­
ham, 1920 Stanley, Mr N . Ryd e. D S19 Ci troen ,
equal: W. Brown , 41 Bentley , J . H ogg, C us to m­
lin e F ord , Brown winner 2 o u t of 3.

M otorcycle Sectio n: lst, J. Gardiner, 1910
R over; 2nd , D . Collins , 1916 Triumph ; 3rd , D.
D ewar, 1914 D ou gla s.

Letters to the Editor •

D ear M rs A nde rso n,
Through the columns of Beaded Wheels I

sho uld lik e to re cord m y apprecia tio n of th e 2nd
Nat ional Rall y.

First of all th an k yo u Timaru for a n excellent
week end a t yo ur Rall y. I was fortun ate to win
a C up for th e best pr ep ared ca r th ere (big sur­
pri se), but 1 am sure that if o ne had a good look
a ro und, th e entire mu ster was pr esented in
wo nderful co ndi tio n .

I a m afrai d that 1 ca n not take all th e cred it for
th e co nditio n of my 1912 W olseley. H ad it not
bee n for th e work of my wife a nd a lso so me help
fr om ou r sma ll daughter . th e ca r pro bably would
not be in th e co nd itio n it is today .

T o ma ke a success o f th e restorat ion of a
Vet er an Car o ne has to ha ve the fa mi ly inter­
ested as well , a nd hav e their co -opera tio n , ot her­
wise one m a y as well give it up .

Once aga in, thank you Timaru , we had a ve ry
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enjoya ble weekend , marred o nly by a tyre blo w­
ou t about 45 mil es from home. whi ch we so o n
re placed with th e spa re whe el and wen t merrily
on our way to a rri ve a bo u t 9 p.m . all feeling ver y
tired but pleased th at we had attended yo ur very
good Easter Rall y.

Y ours F . A . Woolle tt .

p.a. Box 131, Coolan gatta,
Queensland , Au stral ia.

D ear Mad am,
In th e De cem ber issu e of " Bea de d Wh eels"

under th e he ading " We H ear" you menti on th at
a member has adver tised his cars for sa le in
A me rica n papers.

In ca se suspicion sho uld fa ll on so me innocent
pa rty I would lik e permission to inform yo ur
read ers th at allowing for a slight exaggeration
th e refer en ce could possibly apply to me, be-



cau se I did in fact advert ise one car in an Ameri­

can Pamphlet.
The cause of the crime was none other than

th at wicked old lady "G enevicvc" herself, for it
was in an effo r t to rai se overseas funds fo r her
purchase th at we came to the reluctant decision
to part wi th her younger sist er -our 1909 Dar­
racq. I am happy to report that the problem has
so lved itself in a differ ent wa y a nd the tw o will
now stand together in ou r Mu seum of Tran sport.

Before concluding I would like to say to all
Veteran Car enthusias ts how gr eatly we have
enjoyed their fellowship since the beginning of
the movement. We will always be pleased to hear
fr om anyone a t the a bo ve address and with a
direct Air-Ser vice wh ich sta r ts in a few m onths
remember it is little ove r a half day 's tr av el to
thi s part of the world where a warm welcome is
assured in a n atmosphere of V eteran Cars and
Sunshine.

Y ours, etc., G eo rge G . Gilltrap.

C LASSIFIED ADV ERTISEMENTS RATES

CLUB MEMBERS: Free for first thr ee lines
(approx. 25 word s); thereafter 1/- per line (8
words).

NO N-MEMBERS : 5 / - for first three lines o r less;
thereafter 1/ - per line.

To be accepted all adv ertisements must be typed
and be acc ompanied by the necessary rem ittance
and must be in the han ds of the Edito r not later
than the 15th day of the month before publi cat ion
dat e.

Special display ad vert isements of cars fo r sa le
complete with photos may be insert ed at spec ial and
very reasonable rates, for detail s of which service
writ e to the Editor.

FOR SALE: T wo 895 x 135 B.E. Tyres. fair.
Price £5 pair. Co ntact L. L. Jones, 52A College
Street. Masterton.
F O R SALE: C hea p, brand new odds and ends
for Model T Fords. Pl ated lamp rims and brass
hub caps, m any small chassis ite ms too numer­
ous to cla ssi fy. Interested restorer s write Chas.
Black, 8 Higgins Street , N api er.
FOR SALE: 1916 Buick. On 20in. tyres, has
set o f 25in. tyres and wheels. Price £125 O .N.O.
Plent y of sp ares. T . Jarvi s, 79 N ile Street , Nelson .
FOR SALE: Two B.E . 895 x 135 a nd 2 920 x 120
tyr es, but would like to excha nge fo r any 820 x
120 B.E. tyres or equivalent s izes. Would a lso
be interested in 30 x 31 B.E. P. Ru ssell , 193
Dixon Street , M asterton.
FOR SALE: One 36 x 4·} straight edged "Sav­
age" tyre, brand new. £ 1. M ot orways, Great
King Street, Dunedin .

Classified Advertisements
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FOR S A LE : Fiat SOl Motor a nd Gearbox,
Radiat or . Has anyone got a Holsm an they d on 't
want. T. Park inson , 27 Jocelyn Cres., Wellington.

FOR SALE: Two 600 x 23 tyres and tubes , four
32 x 4·} tyres and tu bes, all ver y good o rd er. Onc
4-cylind er Sintill a Vertex d istributor fitting for
M.G., etc. One Riley Nine C/P set , complet e
with bea rings, excellent o rder. O ffer s ple ase to
D . M . Oliver, 48 C harles St., Westsho re, N apier.
FOR SA LE : 192 3 Ansaldo 4-cylincl er Tourer, a
class performer in excellent condition through­
o ut, new pa in t. Offers to B. 1. W alker, Sel w yn
C rescen t, W angan ui.
WANTED: 192 5 Morris Oxford. state condition ,
price, etc. G. Hic ks, 8 Saxton Street , Levin.

WANTED : Acet ylen e generator for motorcycl e,
a nd 14/40 Vau xh all hand book, urgent. T re vo r
Tirnrns, 182 Surrey Street, Dunedin .

WANTED : Ace Motorcycl e rear wh eel , genera ­
tor and Co r bin spe ed o he ad . Will a lso consid er
a ny Ace parts in good cond ition. Al so Hender­
son K type four (post 1920 ) wanted. preferably
co m ple te . M . D . Hendry, P. and T . Drawing
Offi ce . Blenheim .

WANTED : Front a nd rear mudguards fo r 191 3
16/20 W ol seley . Co nd ition im m a te ria l. Also pa ir
o f Ru shmore Sea rc h lights o r Lu cas No. 686
Acet ylen e headlights. Pair Lucas N o . 726 o il
sidela rnps and Lu cas oil tail lamp N o . 636, o r
pair ele ct ric pro iec to rs . Bleriot No . 40 IE . C AV
model " F' or " G " or Lucas No. G 66. Particu­
lars to N . Findlay, Maltby St., Meanee, Napier.

WANTED : Gravity feed o il pump fo r 1934
Riley 9 . Repl y sta ting price a nd condition to J .
Rabone. Weir H ou se, Kelburn , Wellington.

WANTED : Information as to whereabouts of
a ny servi ce able 875 x 105 B.E. tyres. Ple ase con­
tact Ivan East, 27 Ranui Ro ad , Sto ke.

WANT ED : One acetylene headlamp, generator,
and ta il light sui ta ble for 1911 Triumph moto r
cycle . Pl ease repl y r. L. D algleish , 23 T aupo Rd .,

T aumarunu i.
WANTED: Six 2lin. 5-stud Sankey Wheels to
fit a 1924 14/40 Sunbeam T ourer. T. Scccom be,
69 3 Remuera Road , Au ckland .
WANTED : Austin 7 1927-2 8-2 9 Tourer. reason­
a ble condition and price please. It's got to be
o ur transport as well. Dean , 2 Tucker s Road ,
Papanui, C hr istc hurch.
WANTED : Rolls R oyce mascot to co mplete an
o the rwise o rigina l car. Anv pe rson who would
kind ly m ake o ne ava ila ble please w rite J .
C ha pple, I Princes St., D evonport, Au ckl and .



A Real Old Timers' Gathering

This picture. taken in 1907, shows a rally of

motor owners away back in the days when

the motor car was truly a 'horseless car­

riage' and when a run in the country was

fraught with perils such as causing horses

to bolt, arguments with farmers and the

derision of small boys when then-as now

- were satirical enemies of progress.

The motors of the day were as tempera­

mental as an opera star. They would stage

a 'sit down' strike at any second. Tyres,

too, brought their worries and no motorist

worthy of the name ventured forth without

a highly elaborate repair outfit.

Truly motoring was in its infancy-but

even then FIRESTONE TYRES were built

to the basic policy of the infant industry­

extra quality at no extra cost. Today, mil­

lions of cars stream over the highways of

the world and today, too. FIRESTONE

TYRES are the accepted standard for

quality, safety and tyre economy.
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Then and now ...
Castral cares for your car
Castrol-so well known even in the ea rly
days of motoring, has grow n in prestige
yea r by yea r because Castr ol , the super­
lative product of specialists in lubricat ion
has always been . . .

The Masterpiece ill Oils

ASK FOR IT BY NAME

C. C. WAKEFIELD & co. LTD . ( Inc. in the U.K.)
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