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Your Editorial staff is practically demented, fue,
kids and overwork: result no Editorial this issue (do we
hear a sigh of relief!) Apologies also for the delay in
publishing this issue, reason as previously stated; we hope
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The Aucklund Club’s most important evenl of
the vear, the Annual Rotorua Rally took place
on the weekend 28th February and for once we
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COVER PHOTO
The Sunbeam Sports Tourer road tested
in this issue,
Photo by M. Adams

premier awards, but some of the minor ones as
well. In fact things could not have been arranged
better had they tried, for a first prize each went
to Wanganui, Waikato and Auckland Clubs,
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Doubtless next vear there will be some tough
fun, as there is nothing like a spot of competi-
tion to put members on their metal. We only
hope that the supplies of polish and Brasso
hold out!

An astonishing number of mechanical failures
prevailed this year on the way down to Rotorua,
which seems to indicate that mechanical perfec-
tion has not yet been achieved in some cases,
Evidently miraculously inspired, the Committee
this vear provided as a follow up vehicle a small
modern truck, loaned and driven by R. Jacobs
and we need hardly mention just how useful this
addition proved to be. We are thinking of pro-
viding something in the nature of a Stage Coach,
complete with four in hand, as next year's fol-
low up car. After all a spare horse or two is
better than no horses at all.

Of course some of the lucky ones were able
to get going again to arrive late but happy. In
this category what price Roy Richard’s triumph-
ant arrival only 5 hours late, after having carried
out by the roadside an extensive back end over-
haul to the Club Captain's 14/75 Alvis, which
Roy happened to be piloting? Refusing to be put
olff by any silly little major breakdown on this
his first Rally entry, Roy and his co-driver located
a spare back end, stripped same for a vital part
or two, and gallantly set about stripping and
rebuilding their own diff assembly. They must
have made a good job of it for the old car
finished at a fine clip. Apart from the honours
due for setting us such a truly noble vintage
example. it is felt that perhaps also a special
‘bouguet” is merited for having covered the
least distance before breaking down. They were
a few miles only from the starting line when all
this happened.

Congratulations to Norm Findlay, who travel-
led without hindrance all the way from Napier
to Auckland and thence to Rotorua, in his 1925
Bullnose Morris. not forgetting also his wife who
navigated the car into fourth place in the Rally.
Garth Hughes proved that faith is stronger than
friction, conquering the Mamakus once again
on his 1896 belt driven Benz. Vic McCready rep-
resenting the far outflung outposts of the Morth
made his usual round trip from Kaikohe in his
striking red 1920 Minerva Roadster. To Bert
Tonks in his wonderful 1913 Daimler the Rally
was only a comparatively simple section of a
long holiday tour. in which he sampled the de-

lights of fresh air motoring from the pleasantly

elevated seating accommaodation of the Edward-
wn era.
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R. L. Blackwood provided us with a most
worthy link with the Colonial past in the shape
of a beautifully restored 1924 Dodge Tourer and
to prove what a fine old car the carly Dodges
were, he proceeded to romp to victory as the
Grand Rally Winner. Well done indeed Bob.

Rather less than two months later the Waikato
Club invited us to join them in a somewhat
similar week-end event, having as its local point
the town of Morrinsville. Morrinsville proved to
be a most happy choice, the whaole affair being
vigorously backed by their Chamber of Com-
merce. The weekend was very well organised
and all members who look part came back with
enthusiastic reports. The Grand Rally and
Gymkhana winner was R. Wright-5t Clair on a
1916 Maxwell. For the Auckland Club H. Den-
ton in his 1923 Moon succeeded in carrying off
the Gymkhana Trophy, with W. Jelaca coming
third in his 1926 Ford T. We are proud to say
that the Concours d'Elegance proved to be a
happy hunting ground for Auckland Pot Hunters,
with W, Jelaca (1926 Ford T) first, M. H. Close
{1914 Ford T) second and Moses and Lawrence
third in the 1919 Daimler. The joke being of
course that both Jelaca and Close are members
also of the Waikato Club, However, we fancy we
have a prior claim on these two.

The greatest bit of excitement of the year up
the Morth end of our Isles is the opening of the
Auckland Harbour Bridge. Neecdless to say a
Monster Parade in celebration of the opening
has been planned by the City Council and mem-
bers are expected to turn out in force for their
only free ride (ever?) across the mighty Wai-
temata.

The writer’s spies have been diligent as usual
and peeping under covers or through the cracks
of doors has revealed the following titbits: Peter
Maxwell's Sunbeam is to receive a perfectly re-
stored new engine, the engine of course being
the only part of this wonderful car that was not
completely rebuill during restoration. A cunning
back end conversion, which may solve Sunbeam
owners [uture problems is also undergoing ex-
periment,

Messrs Gill and Jacob have been seen whisper-
ing in corners aboul rebuilding spare engines.
Jelaca has gone from the gor{Ford) to the (Rolls)
blimey, for he is now restoring a Phantom L
1. Chapple oddly enough is doing a wmost
thorough restoration of a fairly modern Ameri-
can truck for business use. We had always been
led to believe that truck work was a useful
apprenticeship [or rebuilding Bentleys and are



most relieved to find that that awful word
“Truck™ applies really to Reolls Royces instead.
V. McCready is busy organising a substantial
V. and V. following way up in Kaikohe. Deep
in the heart of that jungle which hides for some
unknown reason some of the most beautiful
homes in the MNewmarkel area, guess whal was
seen? A little Austin 7, circa 1927, complete with
charming upright aluminium Saloon body, in
good nick too. Of course we would just love to
divulge the name of the poor joker who has been
bitten anew by the Austin 7 bug, but we jusi
don’t want to get him into trouble. To el you

the truth we are not sure whether he has as vet
plucked up sufficient courage to tell his wife
about his latest find. Over on the North Shore
we know of a charming little Fiat overhead
cammy Roadster, which is being restored in very
thorough fashion. Where is the Francis 1912
Delage? . . . We want the Francis Delage . . .
Where is the Francis Renault, we want the
Francis Renault. We end with a welcome to Mr
and Mrs Walker who join us with what must
surely. be the world’s finest example of a 1929
Vauxhall 20/60.

Road Test No. I8

Sa far in this series the only Sunbeam to be
reviewed has been a sedate and very comfort-
able looking 16 h.p. Saloon, a car that looked
a dull performer, but which in fact proved to
be pleasantly lively. This unexpected liveliness is
of course the hallmark of all good Sunbeams.
As a contrast to the previous car the review of a
rather more sporting machine is offered, namely
the 1928 Supbeam “20" Sports Tourer. The 20
h.p. Sunbeam was sold on its merits of being
a high class fast tourer rather than a sports car,
though in fact the close coupled Weyman fabric
bodied saloons were reckoned pretty near the
top in the Sports Saloon class of their day. Sell-
ing at between £750 for the tourers to £900 for
the coachbuilt Saloons, they were in spite of
their high price extremely popular. This was the
heyday before mass production in Great Britain
and about every one car in seven on the British
roads was either a Sunbeam or a Talbot. The
fact that so many of the earlier models of these
two famous factories were still doing their daily
Lail uncumplnining!y. undoubtedly helped a lot
towards this notable state of affairs.

Of course the famous ‘3 Litre’, by virtue of
its ability to beat in the mid twenties everyvthing
of similar engine capacity, did rather eclipse any
pretensions to fame of the lesser Sunbeam tour-
ing models. However 1o possess a “20" or “25"
meant that one needed seldom to be passed and
long distance work at extremely high averages
was taken for granted.

The 20 h.p. under review was imported into
this country in 1939 for the purpose of reselling
secondhand, it then being possible to pick up
such cars in England for as little as £5 or less.
That it had survived 11 years of hard use ex-

1928 SUNBEAM “20"—SPORTS TOURER
by ™. Adams

tremely well goes without saying, or it would
hardly have been considered worth the trouble
of importing. lts history since then has been
fully traced, but nothing whatsoever is known
about its earlier life in England. Suffice it to
say that it had run some 150,000 miles and been
badly neglected mechanically when first pur-
chased and restored by an Auckland Vimtage
enthusiast in 19533, The car now belongs (0 Mr
Malcolm Dickens of the Auckland V. and V.
Car Club and is being maintained to the high-
est possible standards.

The model is interesting because the engine
is of exactly the same capacity as the twin o/h
cam 3 Litre, bore and stroke being identical,
though in this case the valves are push rod oper-
ated. It represents an attempt by Sunbeam to
produce a more modern and higher revving tour-
ing engine than in the past, the block having
been shortened, with four instead of seven really
generous sized bearings serving its 6 cylinder
crankshaft. The crankshaft is a wonderful ex-
ample of the lost art of machining from a single
billet of steel, everyvthing, even to the counter

Photo by M. Adaoms
Summer maotering in this delightful machine.



balance weights, being turned from the solid. A
large vibration damper contributes to the silky
response of the motor throughout its speed
range. Unfortunately in keeping with the fashion
of the times, carburetion and manifolding is de-
signed to give exceptionally good torque at low
and moderate speeds in top gear and the engine
produces at its best only about 55 bhp, which
is a pity because it runs happily up to speeds
of 4030 rpm, a figure which is guite high for
the period. That this motor possessed far greater
potentialities was proved about 6 wyears later
when it reappeared as the motive power of the
popular ‘Speed Twenty'. By then even Sunbeams
in their conservative way found no difficulty in
making it produce 72 bhp, at which very useful
power figure it continued to perform every bit as
reliably.,

The chassis, brakes, steering etc. are that of
the 3 Litre model, but the back axle ratio was
raised from 4.5 to 4.7. The body on this particu-
lar car is somewhat narrow, being also that of
the 3 Litre, but with the additional comfort of
four doors instead of two and full touring mud-
guards., Twin spares are mounted on the sides
and there is a most efficient and neat hood, com-
plete with draught valances and really fine rigid
sidescreens, plus the usvual Auster rear wind-
screen for the open air backseat drivers. Seating
i5 positively luxurious, the front bucket seats
being of arm chair quality. The handbrake, gear
lever and accelerator are to the right, and a
very large and well sprung ‘Brooklands’ steering
wheel is admirably positioned before the driver.
Instrumentation is generous and includes a Jaeger
rev counter and thermometer in full view on
the right side of the mahogany dashboard. All
plating is nickel, paint work is black lacquer, the
bonnet being left in bright aluminium and the
hood, tonneau and side curtains are a splendid
example by a modern Trimmer of another art
that is now all but lost.

Since the car is sound in every way, no time
was lost in putting it through iis paces. The
engine responded from cold with barely a touch
of the starter button and full working tempera-
ture with 40/50lbs. oil pressure is quickly reached.
One’s first impressions on driving the car are of
a wonderfully smooth clutch, an easy and rea-
sonably quiet gearbox, high geared but light and
accurate steering and a mechanically quiet
engine, with, however, quite a pleasant hard
and lusty note from the 3in. main drainage
syslem. a note which carries that slightly boom-
ing effect which seems inseparable from all Sun-

beam motors.

It is a great pity that the gearbox ratios are
50 low and wide apart and also due to the
coarseness of the top and third dogs some pretty
precise timing is necessary between these two
gears. However to the skilled cog basher the
incredibly rapid and silent gear changes possible
with the box are sheer delight. Incidently this
same gear box is common (with slight ratio vari-
ations) to all Sunbeamn models between 1924 and
1930, it being found in the 20/60, 20, 25 and
even in the 16, which last however has a differ-
ent bellhousing. It can be fitted without great
difficulty to the old 1440, which it improves
almost out of recognition.

A useful 30 was obtained, with a maximum
of a little over 40 in third gear, and that the
car had evidently been designed to perform the
bulk of its work on top gear was self evident, it
being possible to run in that gear almost to a
standstill and still accelerate away without fuss.

In fact the car can be started in any one of
its four forward speeds without undue stress.
Thus when regquiring a fast getaway from a
standstill, the drill being to start in second,
make a flick change through the gate into third,
after which one gropes mentally for a Bentleyish
third to find that only top is left. However a dis-
tinctly pleasing 0 to 30 is obtainable in this way
and is sufficient to leave evervthing else stand-
ing at the lights. The vehicle is by modern sports
car standards or evem that of a contemporary
1 litre Bentley or Alvis 12/50. a trifle slow in
arriving at its very efficient cruising speed of 33
m.p.h. Once 350 is reached however things start
to come to life and there is no doubt whatever



that the car on test, which differs from standard
only by having a slightly raised compression
ratio, will reach and hold 75 m.p.h. When in a
hurry 65 m.p.h. can be maintained over con-
siderable distances without anything disintegrat-
ing, although of course such practice would be
indicative of unpardonable abuse on the driver's
part. The lack of spares and also the dearth of
skilled professionals capable of undertaking the
restoration of such items as cngines and back
axles these days, make it imperative that we do
our utmost to preserve the very few remamning
examples left in the country by employing at
all times considerate driving methods.

In the car tested brakes which were several
veuars ago very good, are now most disappointing,
owing to an attempt by the restorer to maching
out badly scored drums, resulting in the drums
‘breathing’. The [ortunate acquisiion of a set
of good brake drums will without doubt put this
matter right. The four wheel brakes, which are
self serve on the front, are assisted also by a
vacuum servo molor and the I6in. drums give
a very ample breaking area. The hand brake
lever operates a completely separate system hav-
ing its own set of cast iron shoes inside the rear
drums. The idea being that should an oil seal
give out at any time the hand brake would still
remain fully effective.
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The riding proved very stable and comfortable
at all speeds and in general the same remarks
remain good on non-sealed roads, with, how-
ever, the addition of a certain amount of noise
and vibration, the springing being of course very
much on the firm side. The wsual under-cum-
oversteer characterisctics of the vintage car pre-
vail, making a somewhat heavy throttle foot
necessary, although the effect of a back axle
which steers so well is rather mirth provoking
at times. On this particular car the normal torque
tube steering effect is exaggerated by abnormal
wear and consequent play in the rear cantilever
spring trunnions and shackles!

Also there is some very noticeable front axle
tramp when ever the driver fails 1o miss a large
pot hole. However, due 1o the huge mileage this
machine has done the front springs have been
stiffened with a number of new leaves and one
i5 lead to suppose that their rating now differs
considerably from the original.

The originality of the car tested was maost
pleasing, everything on the dashboard working
correctly, for instance, the well preserved original
leather work, the bulb horn, the nice Sunbeam
switches and beautiful Rotax headlamps giving
that long and narrow light projection which is
so useful when driving fast at night, Characteris-
tics that stand out on a quick glance at the car
are the handsome Vee radiator, high mounted
lamps, generous running boards and rather oddly
mounted spares, which rest on blocks on top of
the running boards instead of being recessed into
the front wings in the usual and more handsome
manner. The provision of such luxuries as knock
on hubs for the wheels is also noted.

There is a characteristic of solidity about a
well built long wheelbase car that is impossible
to emulate in smaller and lighter vehicles, neo
matter how sweetly they may run. There is also
4 sort of lusty toughness both in appearance and
performance with all high class English tourers
of the Vintage period. which is so greatly in
contrast with the flabby performanced Yankee
contemporaries, which, however, often achieved
much smoother looking lines and which in many
respects have proved just as durable and efficient
over the long years of trouble free service that
they have invariably given,

It is interesting to quote from a Sunbeam
road test reporl extracted as f[ollows from a
well known Motoring Periodical of the time.
“Another characteristic which is shown in the
tabulated performance data is that the car quickly
reaches a speed in the neighbourhood of a mile



a minute, and one can carry on with the acceler-
ator hard down to the floor board, for as long
as road and traffic conditions permit, without
the engine showing any signs of disiress, a charac-
teristic which 13 doubtless responsible for the
fact that high average speeds are the general
order without the driver in any way feeling that
he is pushing the car. During one section of our
test run, 100 miles were covered in well under
2} hours, a topical conversation being kept up
the while—a point worth recording, because it
shows there was no idea of racing to get to the
journey’s end.”

The writer found il quile interesting to read
the above guote after having completed the fore-
going test report, as it amply confirmed what he
had in fact already just written. However, refer-
ence (o the said ‘Tabulated Performance Data’
proved rather disappointing. Standstill to 50
m.p.h. through the gears, 26 seconds, and in top
gear 10 to 50 m.p.h. in 27 seconds certainly isn’t
startling by modern standards. However, the
particular report referred to an 18 h.p. model

and not to the *“20". Evidently performance
standards were much lower in those days. but
of course one must not lose sight of the fact
that two to three litre engines were invariably
expected to push around the countryside some
30 to 35 cwt. of motor car on wheels and tyres
of at least 30 inches in diameter.

Principal specifications of the Sunbeam “20"
are:—S5ix cylinders, 5.5 to | comp. ratio, BTH
magneto, RAC rating 20.9 hp., Bore 75 m/m,
Stroke 110 m/m, B.H.P. 55. Capacity 2920 cjc
(178.1 cu in). Wheelbase 10ft. 4iin. Track 4ft
Tin. Ground clearance 8in. Length overall I4f1.
3in.

Gear ratios (normal) 4.7, 79, 130, 189 to I.
(The car tested however has in later vears been
fitted with a 5 to | back end giving slightly lower
ralios, 1o some extent offset by the much larger
tyres now fitted),

Fuel consumption under ideal conditions, 21-
22 m.p.g.. decreasing to 17 m.p.g. in town if the
gear box be prodded at all vigorously.

What it was!

SOLUTION TO MARCH QUIZ

Many thanks to all those who sent in replies
to our March Quiz, most of whom gave the cor-
rect answer. The first to hand correct were re-
ceived from L. L. Jones, M. Thoms, Peter Max-
well, D, King and G. T. Rae. Our thanks also
te Rob Gunnell who supplied this photograph
of the Australian 519 Fiat.

We can do noe better than publish the letter
of Leslie Jones which gives in detail the specifi-
cations of this car.

53A College 5t, Masterton,
Dear Madam,
The car illustrated in the March issue guiz is
a Fiat, 1 would say a model 519 of 1926 vintage.
This car had a six cylinder engine with a
cubic capacity of 4730 c.c., bore was 85 m/m
and stroke 140 m/m. The length of the chassis
was short type [0ft. Yin. and long type 1111,
9in, Standard tyres were 895 x 135 m/m and
the chassis weight was 31 cwt,
The model 510 was very similar in appearance
to the 51% but 1 feel the car illustrated is a 519.
My late father held the Wairarapa agency for
Fiats from 1913 until 1930 and had a very high
regard for these beautifully made cars.
Yours sincerely, Leslie L. Jones.

What is it?

The latest car quiz for Beaded Wheels Readers,
see if you can identify the car in this photo
and post your guess to the Editor, 20 Hackthorne
Road, Christchurch. The names of the know-
ledgeable together with other interesting details
of the machine will appear in the next issue.

As much detail as possible please!




| Remember a Reo

Father sold the trap and horse and bought his
first automobile in 1908, 1t was a single cylinder
REOQ with no windscreen or doors, a seat for
two, and a folding “dickey seat™ at the rear.
Power-plant consisted of one big horizontal
eylinder under the floor, two speeds and reverse
epicyclic transmission and single chain to diff
on rear axle. It was cranked by a detachable
crankhandle fitted in to the side. T don't know
the rated h.p., but it must have had a colossal
piston. It was quite impossible to crank the
engine over compression stroke unless the half-
compression lever had been set. The automatic
inlet valve and the four volt storage battery and
coil ignition were other primative features R. E.
Olds seems to have carried over from the days
of his popular “curved dash™ Oldsmobile. The
1908 Reo was in fact a very typical example of
the early American low speed engine,

For a year it was the only car in the town
(Wyndham, Southland), but others were seen
occasionally. A few of the more well-to-do farm-
ers had gone in for the newfangled mechanical
transport, and there were a considerable number
of cars to be seen on the streets of Invercargill.
The local Medico went his extensive rounds on
a two-speed Douglas motoreycle.

Photo by R. Porber

E. C. W. Parter and wife in Ree, January 1910. This
week’s quiz. Whe is the small “girl” in the dickey
seat?

by R. Porter

Apart from tyre troubles, we were held up
only twice on the road during the four vears
we had the Reo. "l wonder what that clickety-
click noise 57" said father. It continued and he
became quite concermed about it, wondering if
he should stop to investigate. The sudden wild
racing of the engine decided matters. Switched
off, the vibration subsided and we coasted to a
halt. Father opened the front panel below the
seal and was looking blankly at the works when
one of us spotted a long black object on the
road some distance back. It was the chain with
a broken link. Out came the tool kit which even
included a small vice to be clamped on the step.
{1 still have that tool, the only Reo relic, and it
is stll useful). A spare link was fitted. After a
lot of very dirty fiddling threading the greasy
snakelike object on to the horribly inaccessible
sprockels, we were motoring again 1o the accus-
tomed tune of “chug-scroup chug-scroup™ with-
out the “clickety-click™,

The other breakdown was due to a flat bat-
tery. At that time there was no local garage and
no electric power. The Reo's little accumulator
had to be sent away periodically to Vickery's,
Invercargill, to be re-charged. Pending its return,
Reo was immobilised, usually during the very nic-
est motoring weather, so it seemed to us. Sunday
dawned unexpectedly fine and a family picnic
was decided upon. While the lunch basket was
being packed, father performed the mystic
mechanical rites which were the inevitable pre-
lude to any journey, however short, and an
absolute must in the case of our proposed safari
of five or ten miles up into the hills and bush.
The “drill” followed this routine: Up the step-
ladder to the old stable loft, open a case of
petrol and take out a four gallon tin and lower
it on a rope to the stall below. Punch a hole
“just so™ in one corner and a smaller air hole in
the opposite corner. Filter the fuel through a
chamois leather lined funnel into the tank
located under the dummy bonnet. Top-up the
neighbouring water tank. Check the oil in the
“magazine”, a mysterious box under the seat
with sundry glass and copper pipes, and, grand-
est item of the ceremony, check the state of
health of the accumulator. This was a transpar-
ent celluloid box full of grey and brown plates



and clear liquid, and with plugs and red terminals
on top. The test was made with a pocket voli-
meter the size of a watch. Apparently this unit
was considered to be in a fair state of health,
for the routine continued. Grease cups were
given a part-turn and the oil-can squirted here
and there. Then each tyre was minutely examined
and any small cut carefully probed to extract
the inevitable chip of blue road metal. Tyre-
putty was squeezed into the cut in the hopeful
belief that it would perform some miraculous
repair. Then out came the tyre pump, that fiend-
ish implement of drudgery. When big brother
was completely puffed and unable to force the
handle down any more, father would take over
and complete the job. A quick dusting and a
rub of the brass, and the great moment had
arrived. Check controls, tickle the carburettor,
set the decompressor pedal, then father armed
with the big starting crank would draw a deep
breath and prepare to execute the coup-de-grace.
A slow cranking till compression was reached,
then a sort of rocking motion to the accompani-
ment of pig-like snorts (not from father, from
the auto inlet valve), “Switch on"”, a mighty
heave and over the top went the crank. and
“Chug-seroup”™ went the engine. “'Quick, release
the decompressor,” and, all being well, Reo was
ready to take the road with that mighty hori-
zontal single cylinder engine throbbing power-
fully and rocking the whole machine lustily fore
and aft and up and down.

This performance usually took about an hour
and gave mother ample time to pack plenty of
good things into the wicker lunch basket and
to don the big, elaborately ornamented hat and
white silk motoring veil which were the badge
of the ladies who ventured forth in an automo-
bile.

On the homeward trip late in the afternoon,
Reo started normally but gave up the ghost com-
pletely after a mile or two. Trouble was finally
located when the pocket-voltmeter this time told
the truth and showed a flat battery. This really
was serious, with home over the hills and Very
Far Away. To a small boy. the sense of adventure
was somewhat damped by thoughts of the bush
rapidly growing darker and darker. Father set
off on foot and we were told to guard mother
and the car. (All very well to read about that
sort of thing in “The Boys" Own Paper”, but
bogev-men were apt to assume very real identity
at such a time). Father apparently did not have

to walk far before coming to a farm house.
Calling there to ask for the loan of a horse and
gig, he was struck by the Great Idea. There be-
fore his eyes stood a big old wall telephone, and
telephones had batteries. These he borrowed,
placed in a box, and carried back to the stranded
car. In spite of their messiness and the fragile
glass jars, the Le Clanche barteries got us home.
After that episode, we always carried an emer-
gency set of the new Dry Cells.

A journey was seldom attempted unless the
weather portents were propitious, and uvsually
the folding and detachable hood was left at home
where it hung suspended from the roof of the
old stable. Only dire emergency forced a venture
in defiance of the elements. Then the hood was
fitted, the celluloid screen unrolled down in front
and buttoned to the top of the dash.

Tyres were of white rubber, quite smooth and
devoid of any tread pattern. A wel road or the
mud which could usually be expected at every
dairy [arm entrance could present a serious
hazard.

Our usual speed on the open road was about
15 m.p.h. similar to that of a good horse and
gig, but on occasion if really challenged, father
would speed up and could just overtake the aver-
age horse-drawn outfit. Country horses were still
unaccustomed to motor and shied when being
met. In a bad case father would pull in to the
side of the road, stop the engine, dismount, and
talking seothingly to the frightened animal, and
lead it past the car. Starting up again, his com-
ment was, “Our horse doesn’t shie even at a
traction engine.”

It was only a year or two before Reo began
to appear very old fashioned. The Doctor had
bought his first Ford *T" and ventured out in
all weathers, day or night, over roads good and
bad. The local Livery Stables had almost closed
down and were considering reopening as a
Motor Garage. The stock firms each ran a car,
the two-cylinder Renault being a popular choice.
The “Squire” had a small fleet of two Clement
Talbots and a Wolseley monster. So. the trusty
Reo was traded-in for a Flanders, considered
then to be a Real Automobile, not so expensive
and magnificent as some of the beauties appear-
ing on the market, but definitely a cut above the
hacks used by the Stock Buvers. Our adventures
with the Flanders will provide material for
further reminiscences.



The 8 h.p. Single Cylinder Rover Car

Before reluting a few stories of the old car,
may | mention some interesting points thal came
te light when practising for the First Petrol
Consemption Trial of the Otago Motor Club in
1910. The first is that a car has ils most economi-
cal speed, and it pays 1o find this out by driv-
ing at different speeds and noting the distance
covered on a small amount of petrol, say 8
ounces. A simple method was to turn off the
petrol tap and note how far the car would run,
The Aoat-chamber of the carburettor was much
larger than is usual now, and a car might go
perhaps 1 mile before it “ran out™. But more
interesting was to discover that the actual driving
of the car made a tremendous difference, For
instance, the opening of the throttle should be
done extremely gradually, and the closing down
ol the throttle proved even more important still:
closing of the throttle completely is equivalent
to puiting on the brake. which of course reduces
some of the momentum of the car, the-eby just
wasting petrol. An extraordinary finding was that
every time one drove round the course in prac-
tice, the petrol consumption actually improved.
There seemed no reason for this, but nevertheless
it was true, Evidently one learned 1o handle the
throttle lever more gently, to drive on the smooth-
¢st part of the road, to make use of slight slopes
50 as to gel the benefit of gravity, and il possible
never 1o close the throttle completely, since this
acts as 4 brake. Instinctively one seems 1o de-
velop a grealer sensitiveness in driving, for ex-
ample, an avoidance of sudden acceleration, and
this has an appreciable effect on mileage per
gallon of petrol. | have the idea also (but have
never proved i) that when maximum economy is
being aimed at, the wse of a hand-throttle, cus-
tomary in those days. was superior 10 the present
foot-accelerator. Some of these points mav be
of interest to readers who are keen on reducing
petrol consumplion.

Stories of the old Rover car

My father related an occasion when he was
driving the car on the level Andesons Bay road
in Dunedin. The car seemed to be going very
well, running very smoothly, and even when he
throttled down, 11 continued on al the same
speed. Unable to explain this. he looked back
and the reason was easily seen—an electric tram
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was close behind, and pushing him along!

Many vears ago when horse-cabs  were in
general use my father was summoned in the
early hours one morning by a man whe knocked
al the door, and asked il he would come out
to 5. Clair to see his wife who was ill with
“tummy pains”, My father said that he would,
The man then asked what the fee would be, and
was told “one guinea”. They set out for St
Clair, and when they reached the house, the
man got out and said: “Here is your guinea,
doctor, Theres no need to come in. My wife's
all right. 1 only wanted to get home, and when
I asked a cabby, he said he would charge 30/-."

In the early days of the old car, there were
often large and deep pot-holes in the strects. |
remember clearly one dav in McBride Strect,
South Dunedin, when a back wheel dropped into
one of these pot-holes, and the car could not
pull oul under its own power. A baker’s van with
horse was nearby, and my f[ather asked the
driver if he would pull out. As no rope of
any sort was available, the ‘traces” had 10 be
attiched directly to the front axle. When the
horse pulled vigorously, and then the hot radia-
tor touched the horse’s “behind™, causing 1 o
kick out, one front lamp being knocked ofl, and
the radiator badly dented. The incident caused
my father much annoyvance, but the onlookers
a pood dexl of amusement.

In 1912 or thercabouts, my father had the
opportunity  of acquiring second-hand a 1910
model 8 h.p. Rover car, which had formerly be-
longed to Dr Wm. Allan of Mosgiel, and he pur-
chased this car, which was in quite good order.
When my Father asked a friend what he thought
of the new car, the reply was “That's not a new
car! It's only vour old one repainted!™ Well,
when several people said the same thing, my
father said “If thev're all so sure its the old car,
then 'l let them go on thinking this.” So to this
day the majority of those who remember the
old car think that my father owned one car
only from 1903 1o 1923, It was a joke that my
father played on the people of Dunedin at that
time, Very few know the real story that | have
now disclosed,

In his later vears, my father found that the



effort of starting the car proved a strain which
he preferred to avoid if at all possible, and so,
on the daily round of visits, he generally endeav-
oured to seck a suitable spot and leave the car
facing downwards on a gentle grade, so that,
when required, gravity would start the engine
and save him the tiresome job of “winding the
handle”. Even if he had to walk a few hundred
vards to see a patienl, he always preferred to do
this. It was surprising that even the slightest slope
was sufficient to slart the engine.

There is a story told by one of my brothers
(who shall be nameless) that one night he had
been out till a late hour playing poker, and had
just returned home at 3 a.m., stepping carefully
over the creaky board on the stairs, to avoid
waking anyone. He had just got into bed, when,
one minute later, my father came into his room
and said, “Son, [ hate to wake you up at this
hour, but would you mind very much going down
and starting the car for me? 1've just had a call
to go out.”

He little knew that it was no trouble at all that
night!

1 have been asked what was the maximum
number of persons that have been carried on the
old car, a 2 seater. The answer is § The driver
and passenger, 2 others inside, one sitting on the
floor by the step, and 3 children sitting on the
back sloping-board, making 8 in all.

There is a story current that the makers, The
Rover Company, Coventry, had once offered my
father a brand-new car if he would agree to send
the old one back to the factory in England. This
story is quile untrue, no such offer was ever
made, and my father said on one occasion that
he would have been an utter fool not to have
accepted it. The story must have arisen when
someone once said: “The Rover Company ought
to give you a new car if they knew the excellent
advertisement you have been for them over so
many years." This [ think must have been the
origin of the story.

There’s no doubt that a car should never be
kept too long. One gets too attached to it, and
finds difficulty in parting with it, and then one
makes more and more excuses for not buying
a new model.

This 1 think is true even at the present day.

The later history of the old car is wrapped
in mystery. In 1923 my father bought a new 20
h.p. 4 eylinder Buick 3 seater coupe from Cooke
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Howlison and Company, who took back the old
car and allowed him £50 in part-payment for the
new one.

As regards what ultimately happened to the
old car, | heard that the engine was laken out
and put in a launch. However 1 very much doubt
this, as the immense crank case with large interior
flywheels would be extremely difficult to fit into
a launch.

A couple of years after this, about the vear
1925, I read in the daily papers of a small ¢ar
running over a bank on the Brighton road when
the brakes failed, the driver being killed, 1 heard
a rumour that this car was the old 8 h.p. Rover,
and gquite conceivably it could have been, Sup-
pose it were being driven down a steep grade
by someone who tried to change gear and
“missed the gear”, then, without the engine com-
pression-brake, a catastrophe could very easily
occur. To confirm this rumour would mean a
search of the files of the daily papers over some
years, and this would now be a very lengthy
business.

Posteript

It has been said “How do you happen to know
s0 much about the internal mechanism of the
old car?” My reply is “In those days (1905 on-
wards) some break-down occurred regularly on
every trip, and the driver pretty soon learmed
how to investigate and diagnose carburettor,
ignition and other faults, and how to carry out
minor repairs on the road, otherwise he would
simply have to walk home! Nowadays a car
rarely gives the slightest trouble, with the result
that most drivers know nothing whatever about

(AL

the ‘innards'.

Obituary

One of New Zealand's pioneer motorists, Mr
Gordon Hughan, of Carterton, died on May 2nd
at the grand old age of 91. He had a current
driver’s licence and was almost daily scen driving
his Zephyr right up to the time of his death.
Graduating from blacksmith to cycle dealer in
1900, he ran the “Motosoche™ agency in 1903,
added Rover and Argyle cars in 1906, cancelled
the lot and took on the Ford agency in 1907,
He handled the models “N”, “R" and “5" be-
fore the famous “Model T appeared on the
scene.



Standard of the World

M. I. Hendry

In the September, 1958, issue of this fine maga-
zine (ahem! 2/6 please Andy!) there appeared
an excellent article entitled “Rare "Uns and Rum
‘Uns™. In it appeared the following statement:
“Cadillacs . . . strongly made, nicely finished
machines, worthy almost of European traditions.™
That “almost™ is somewhat humorous. Anyone
who investigates the Cadillac record of service
to this country will soon find himself rephrasing
the question to read “Are any European cars
worthy of the Cadillac Tradition?™

Every Cadillac model of the veteran and vint-
age period, from 1 to 16 cylinders was imporled
here, and their achievements both in New Zea-
land and overseas in the service of New Zea-
landers. make a story so impressive as to be in
a class by itself. This opinion was heard repeat-
edly from men with exceptional knowledge and
experience of conditions during the earlier days
of N.Z. motoring. Much of the material that
follows was kindly supplied by men who either
owned, serviced or drove Cadillacs. Mr Gerald
MNairn, of Picton, Mr Jack Newman, MNelson, Mr
Arthur Gregory, Melson, who first worked on
Cadillacs 33 years ago and described by several
men as the best Cadillac mechanic in Australasia,
and other Cadillac mechanics of long standing,
as well as drivers such as Mr Frank Kerr, of
Blenheim, who spent forty years on the road.

The tributes to Cadillac quality were unanim-
ous, and backed by hard facts.

For a high priced car, Cadillacs were very num-
erous here, and, therefore, some history of the
various models follows:

The original chain drive single cylinder Cadil-
lacs were put on the market in March, 1903,
They were designed by Henry Martyn Leland.*
who was born in Danville, Vermont, in 1343
and died in 1932. He was an engineer of great
experience  with precision machinery, baving
learnt the machinists trade during the American
Civil War 40 years previously, and having spent
20 wears with the Browne & Sharp Company
of Providence, Rhode Island. In 18%0 he estab-
lished a firm in Detroit to manufacture machine
tools, gear cutters and grinders and later came
quality castings. The foundry led Leland into the

production of marine engines, and then motor
cars followed, Leland at first supplying engines
for “curved-dash™ Olds.

Leland was apparently an extremely modest
man and named neither of the makes he found-
ed after himself. Judging from photographs,
Leland resembled the traditional Kentucky
colonel, white bearded and distinguished in
appearance. He chose the name Cadillac to hon-
our the founder of Detroit, a French explorer
named Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac, whose
coal of arms appears on the cars.

The singles in their various models from A
to about T in the alphabet, appear to have been
made until about 1908, and quite apart from
their reliability and the fun they still supply
Veteran Club members, they mark a very im-
portant achievemenl in moloring history. At that
time it appears the manufacture of cars was still
dominated by the “individually-built-article™ idea
and there was no cerlainty that parts made for
a car would fit without, for instance, the filing
of gears. These Cadillacs, however, were buill to
extremely close tolerances, and it was possible
to build up a Cadillac from any heap of Cadillac
parts without special selection. This was demon-
strated by Leland at Brooklands in 1908 with 3
Cadillacs under supervision of the Raoval Auto-
mobile Club. The cars were driven lo the track,
disassembled, the parts were mixed completely
and 8% items withdrawn and new ones sub-
stituted, Three new cars were then built up,
started and run for 500 miles at the track with-
out incident. This feat so amazed the R.AC,
{and the entire English Press) that they conferred
the Dewar Trophy on the firm for the “most
meritorious performance of the year”, in pion-
eering standardized manufacture in  motors.
Press reports particularly stressed that neither
files nor emery were used.

The 4 cylinder model, known as the “Thirty"”
from its h.p. rating, was introduced in 1905, It
had a 3 speed gearbox, shaft drive, and the
cylinders, similar to the single, were separately
casl. These jobs were used on Newman's carly
bus services and two existing models are known
to the writer, both fire engines and both in the

(*Pronounced Lesland, and not connected with Leyland Molors, of Leylund, England.)
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South Island.

In July, 1910, Cadillac became part of Gen-
eral Motors. The 4 cylinder Cadillac was the
model which introduced the Delco system of elec-
tric starting, ignition and lighting in 1912, for
which Cadillac were again awarded the Dewar
Trophy. Thus in the space of 5 years the make
became the first two-time winner of the award,
which in those days corresponded to the Nobel
Prize.

There were battery coil ignition systéms in
use before this, but the method was to charge
the battery only at intervals, which was unsatis-
factory. Mo dynamo was fitted. Similarly there
were dynamo-battery lighting systems in use be-
fore that of Cadillac, but starting and ignition
were by other means. There were even self
starters in use, mostly the cumbersome com-

pressed air type. However, the development in
the U.5.A. of heavy-discharge batteries enabled
Cadillac and Delco engineers to devise the com-
bination still used today in modified form.

About 1914 the firm developed and fitted an
electrically controlled two speed rear axle—a
forerunner of modern overdrives—which reduced
the nermal top gear ratio of 3.66 lo 2.5 for
cruising giving 43 m.ph. per 1000 rpm. Mr
Gregory told me that this never gave trouble,
but was, apparently, dropped because of the
extra weight.

The next Cadillac achievement was the intro-
duction of America’s first production V-8 in
October 1914, Judging on the historical material
available, it also seems that the type 51 was the
first truly successful production V-8 in the world.

As far as [ have been able to discover, the



first V-8 ever made was the French Ader, built
for the light car class in the Paris-Madrid race,
1903. A 90 degrees job, it had a central cam-
shaft operating the side exhaust wvalves, and
automatic overhead inlet valves fed by long
inlet manifolds from an exhaust heated surface
carburettor mounted against the dashboard. The
Ader layout really threw away the V-8's advant-
ages as it consisted of two V4% so widely spaced
that there was room between for another four
cylinders.

The next V-8 was again a French racing car,
the 24 litre OHV Darracqg of 200 horsepower
built in 1905, followed in the same year by the
Rolls-Royvee Legalimit and landaulet V-8%. The
Darracq, and R.R. engines were much more
compact than the Ader and had central carbur-
etors, the 4 block layout, however, being retained,
Mo serious attempt seems to have been made (o
get the R.R. V-8 into production, and this also
applies to the aircooled Marmon V-8 built in
the U.S.A. a year later. In 1907 Glenn Curtiss
built a “one-off” air-cooled V-3 motor eycle in
the U.5.A. (Curtiss was an aviator; perhaps some-
one could tell us if the Ader was built by the
French aviator?)

The next V-8 was actually put on the market
about 1909-10. This was the De Dion, built at
first in the 50 h.p. model and later in 1912-13 in
the 26 h.p. version. The De Dion V-8 was a very
clean job. with its semi-monobloc layout and
modern appearance, and obviously Leland pat-
terned his Cadillac V-8 on this design. The chain
drive to the camshaft and fan, design of blocks
and heads, and the layout of the valves, carburei-
tor and exhaust all show similarities. The Cadil-
lac, however, had fully monobloc banks. a much
better cooling system with twin pumps, cowled
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fan and thermostatic by-pass as against the De
Dions primitive thermosyphon, the Delco dyna-
motor and unit gearbox as against the De Dion's
magneto ignition and separate gearbox, and a
full pressure lubrication system with drilled
crankshaft.

It is rumoured that a De Dion V-8 exists in
MN.Z.—il s0 it would be a collector’s item.

Although the De Dion preceded the Cadillac
in production, it apparently failed to come up
to expectations. David Scott-Moncrieff in “Vel-
eran and Edwardian Cars” states that it was “not
particularly successful . . . not a very good car.”

The Cadillac V-8, however, was not only a
very good car, it was also particularly successful.
Building on the work of earlier pioneers, Le-
land’s thorough engineering and precision work-
manship firmly established the V-8 in the motor-
ing world.

Shortly afterward Leland left Cadillac and
founded the Lincoln company, later taken over by
Ford which built a 60" five main bearing V-8 to
his designs. Some of these were imported. Mr Bill
McLaughlin of Blenheim, who now drives for
MNewman Brothers, remembers them. “Pope’s
Motors, for whom I used to drive, had several of
the big Ford-built Lincoln V&'s,” he recalls. “They
were a quality job very similar to the Cadillac
and had that same folding steering wheel, The
body work in particular was beautifully made.”
Leland is probably the only man in motoring his-
tory to have created two makes in the top quality
field, both of which survive today.

Although there were something like 40 makes
of V-8 in production in the US.A. during the
vintage era, most American writers seem agreed
that Cadillac was the first.

The following information will help when re-
ferring to V-8 models. Yearly models often over-
lapped into the previous year, for instance, the
1927 314" was introduced in August, 1926,

Type S1. The first Cadillac V-8, of 3}in bore
and 5}in stroke 314 cu. in. (5.14 litres) was a 90"
sidevalve with a single central chain driven cam-
shaft with eight cams (later a 16 lobe camshaft
was used) operating the 16 valves via hinged cam
followers, single central carburetor, twin water
pumps mounted al the front of the crankcase and
driven from the crankshaft by a cross shaft, and a
full dual exhaust system with dual pipes taken
down at the rear of the engine, dual mufflers and
tailpipes.

A 3 bearing 180° crankshaft was used with
plain and forked rods. A Deleo dynamotor driven



from the fanshaft was fitted at the rear of the
engine and the distributor was in unit with the
dynamotor. Tilt beam headlights operated by a
linkage from the steering wheel moving the re-
flectors, were fitted. A multi-plate clutch and 3
speed gearbox with open drive shaft to the fully-
floating rear axle, with gear ratios of 4.4, 7.6 and
13.8 (5.1 top available for hill work). The engine
developed 70 b.hop. at 2400 r.p.m.

Mr Gregory tells me that the V-8 models used
a different chassis from the 4 cvlinder models
{wheelbase 120in.) and the 4’s were dropped when
the V-8 appeared.

The advantage in adopting the V-8 lay in the
weight reduction (60 pounds lighter than the
former Cadillac 4 cylinder of the same raled
horsepower), less crankshaft whip and greater
smoothness,

Type 53 (1916).
housing. 76.5 b.h.p.

Type 55 (1917). Plain bonnel in place of for-
mer beading, beading around doors also removed.

Type 57 (1918-19). Detachable cylinder heads,
tire pump moved from fan housing to gearbox.
Two wheelbase sizes—125in. and 132in. 78.5 b.h.p.
Mr Jim Young of Christchurch, formerly owned
one of these models, a feature of which was the
hinged steering wheel which could be unclipped
and swung out of the way for the driver 1o get
in. This was used from 1915 to about 1920. More
bonnet louvres,

Type 59 was built from 1920 to 1921. During
this period Cadillac moved into a new factory.
Coach-type door handles.

Type 61 (1922). Thermostatic control of car-
buretor by bi-metal strips. Larger capacity radi-
ator with flatter crown.

Type 63 (1923-24). Front-wheel brakes, 90°
counterbalanced crankshall. The earlier V-8's had
used a simple 4 cylinder type shaft with 180"
throws and this was responsible for a rhythmic
exhaust note which can be noticed on these types
at about 45-47 m.p.h. With the 90 shaft used
from the 63 onwards, all harmonic forces are
eliminated and the engine is in perfect balance.
The 90° shaft is usually credited to Ford, one
noted reference book even calling it the “Ford-
type” crankshaft, but Cadillac were using it be-
fore the V-8 was even a gleam in Henry's eye.
This was the type used by MNairn Brothers.

¥. 63 (1925) Decorative radiator shell. Crank-
case breather. Between 1917 and 1925 some
models were fitted with Westinghouse air-oil
damping with adjustable pressure (Westinghouse

Distributor moved to fan

14

had produced these as early as 1912) and one of
these was numbered among the Newman fleet.

Model 314 (1926-27). Separate, vertical starter,
compression ratio 4.7, 855 bhp @ 3000. Re-
designed radialor shell. With this model the
method of model reference and serial numbering
was changed. Until then, Cadillacs were given
“Type numbers”, always odd (for instance there
was no Type 52, 54, 56, ewc,) and the crankcase
serial number included this number, a letter in-
dicating the sub-type, and the serial number, e.g.
63-8-117. (The V-63 siarts at 63-E-1.) The 314,
341 and 353 took their “"Model numbers” from
the engine displacement in cubic inches, and used
high serial numbers starting at 100,001 with the
314, going to the 114,250-141,045 group for 1927
according to the factory although another auth-
ority gives the 1926 range as 100,00]1-130,000 and
the 1927 range as 130,000-150,000,

J341. On September lst, 1927, the completely
redesigned 341 went into production and the older
engine went into the newly introduced La Salle,
which in 1927 was known as the 303 with serial
numbers [rom 200,001-211,000 in its first year.
The 341 had offset blocks with plain rods, single
plate clutch, torque tube drive and was com-
pletely restyled. The radiator was higher. deeper
and further forward and in appearance resembled
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those of Hispano and Delage, retaining the ther-
mostatic shutters used on the 314. The bore and
stroke were 3.5/16ths in. x 4.15/16ths in., giving
5.6 litres, 90 b.hp. @ 3000, Serial numbers
300,001-320,000.

341B (began Aug. 22nd, 1928). Synchromesh
gearbox. Brakes modified. Tires 32 x 6.75 as on
341, 320,001-499.999,

353 (began Sept. 15th, 1929). Bore increased
to 3gin. giving 5.9 litres. Tires 7.00 x 19, Serial
numbers from 500,000, The V.C.C. president
owns one of these models.

452 (began Jan. 1st, 1930). The fabulous six-
teen-cylinder. V16 O.H.V,, 3in. x 4in., 7.4 litres.
185 b.h.p. @ 3400. There were 33 body types,
prices starting at $5350. A seven seater sedan ver-
sion was imported by Newmans and used for
V.L.P. work. As far as is known this was the only
one ever to come to M.Z, and it will be the sub-
ject of a special article.

355 (1931—began Sept. 6th, 1930). Last vint-
age V-8 Wheelbase reduced from 140in. to 134in.
Tires 6.50 x 19 and 7.00 x 18. Radiator stone-
guard and bonnet shutters in place of louvres.

370 (began Oct. 15th, 1930). V-12, similar to

V16 except for number of cylinders. Apparently
never used by MNewmans, but several imported
for Billy Higgs of Wellington. These were “post
vintage” models and it is not known if any vintage
12's were imported.

The La Salle differed from the Cadillac about
as much as a modern Bentley differs from a
Rolls Royce. Like the senior car it was named
after a French explorer, René La Salle, and has
what is presumably supposed to be his coat of
arms a5 a badge. The main differences were the
shorter wheelbase (125in. and 134in.), 6in. section
tires and the smaller bore and stroke, on 303 and
328 models.

303 (1927-28). 3lin. x 4.15/16ths in., 4.9 litres,
210,836-226,806 (2Znd vear).

328 (began Aug. 22nd, 1928).
in., 5.3 litres, 400,001-599,999,

30 (began Sept. 15th, 1929). 3.5/16ths in. x
4.15/16ths in., 5.6 litres, 600,000-900,000.

345 (began Sept. 6th, 1930). 3%in. x 4.15/16ths
in., 5.9 litres, 900,000-1,100,000,

The second part of this article will cover the
history of Cadillacs in service with Newmans
Coachlines and the Nairn Transport Company.

3tin x 4.15/16ths

Book Review

THE BUGATII BOOK

Once again for the benefit of new members
who may not know of its existence we review one
of the “Classics” amongst Vintage and Veteran
literature? The Bugatti Book.

First published in 1954 and now in its third
impression this book is among the bibles of the
vintage cult since the Bugalti is not just a car
but an ideal—the epitome of Vintagism in the
Latin manner. Of this club’s many voung mem-
bers who on joining are asked to fill in on
their forms the cars in which they are most
interested there are few on whose forms the
Bugatti name does nol appear.

Since there are only five examples of the
margue in MNew Zealand and the chances of
ownership are therefore slender it is a tremend-
ous tribute to the eclat—the aura that surrounds
the name, that it should thus still hold the fas-
cination of those to whom it is just a name,

The Bugatti Book gives the answer to the
riddle within its pages in which are found a com-
plete chronological list of all “Bugs”™ in captivily
together with a vast wealth of technical details
of every model and a most readable collection

of memoirs, road tests, race reports and other
“Bugophilia™. It is therefore a veritable encyclo-
pedia and should belong on every rabid vintag-
ents bookshelf. Whether one is &2 Bugatli fanatic
or the opposite—of this there can be no doubt:
there are no half ways with Bugs, one either
worships or detests the brutes. To Bentley bash-
ers, like your present scribe, the book 15 vital to
learn the idiosyncrasies and faults with which
to refute the claims of the fanatics whilst to the
fanatic—well he will have the book anyway, or
should!

The only New Zealand cars not mentioned are
Hamlins, Brescia and Turnbulls type 57, which
had not been imported at the time of publication.
The collection and correlation of material was
done by Barry Eaglesfield with the assistance of
C. W. P, Hampton whose very name is sulficient
guarantee of the accuracy of the facts marshalled
between its covers,

Publishers: Maotor Racing Publications Ltd..
London, W.1. Our copy by courtesy of Techni-
cal Book and Magazine Co., 295-299 Swanston
Street, Melbourne, Australia. Australian price
51/6, plus 2/6 postage.



Phq.'r; by F. N. Jones
“Standing rcom anly! Me. 1 in the Mewman Cadillac fleet, o 4-cylinder knowr as “Maudie” ond driven by
D. Kilkenny.” (Sce “Standard of the World.)

Phato by R. Galt
Jehn Hogg's Rembler participeting in the Mational Relly at Timaru.
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Phato by R. Galt
The Invercargill Weolseley Siddley of R. Eunson alse participating at Timaru,

Phote by R. Gaolt
The impoccable Chrysler 77" of Olive and Peg Kilbzy seen at the Timaru Rally,
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Veteran and Vintage Motorcycle Notes

Our indulgent Editor having kindly allocated
a little space in which to chronicle the doings of
the two-wheeler brigade in our fair province,
V. and V. Motorcycle Notes herewith makes its
debut. We hope that it will meet with the approval
of the growing band of enthusiasts—small, per-
haps, as yet, but making up in keenness for what
they lack in numbers—to whom the resurrecting
of ancient motorcycles is a labour of love, So bear
with us, ye restorers of regal Rolls and patrician
Packards, for the flame of enthusiasm for the
V. and V. movement burns no less brightly in the
bosom of the bod lovingly refurbishing his 1910
belt-driver than in that of his opposite number
in the car fraternity—whether two wheels or four,
we are all wedded to the Cause. With apologies,
then. for this little preamble, we present a few
items of news gleaned from hither and yon,

Ashburton Coming Up. — It was a happy
thought on the part of the “top brass” to fix upon
Ashburton as the venue of the Annual Rally next
October. In the days of our mis-spent youth (a
long time ago!) this area fairly teemed with motor-
cycles—in fact, official statistics show that around
this period, more motorcycles were registered in
Ashburton County than in any other county of
comparable size in M.Z. So get on the ball, you
motorcyele types. and let’s put on a show which
will gladden the hearts of the many old-time
maotoreyclists who will undoubtedly be among the
spectators.

Ivan Happer whose 19056 Vindec regularly
chuffs its way around at club rallies, has added a
1912 one-lunger Indian to his collection, which
consists of the aforementioned Vindec, a 1911
Zenith-Gradua and one or two others which
escape our memory for the nonce, not having
visited the Dunsandel stable of late. We under-
stand that Ivan covered quite a few miles before
finally tracking the venerable Redskin to earth.
We'd like to see it appear in all its pristine red-
ness at Ashburton, so get cracking, please, Tvan.

Ray Shearman’s Raleigh made its debut
at Timaru. This little “24 h.p.” side-valver with
its distinctive outside flywheel runs nicely and
looks attractive in sparkling black enamel. Con-
gratulations, Ray, on a nice restoration job. We
hear that Ray has one or two more coming up—
currently worked on. we believe, is a 1926 three-
fifty side-valve Harley. Keep up the good work,
Ray!

Sid Campbell, whose 1925 Indian Scout
looks very attractive, has acquired a 1918 Harley
which is now undergoing the “treatment”. If he
does as good a job on this as be did on the Scout,
it should attract plenty of attention. Also in the
Campbell stable is a 1915 Thor which we hope
will provide scope for his reconditioning talents
when the Harley is completed.

Anybody Got An AB.C2—Il seems strange
that none of our vintage enthusiasts seem to have
come up with a specimen of this much-discussed
marque, as to our knowledge there are, or were
comparatively recently, one or two examples still
extant in this vicinity. While we must admit that
we were never able to get all starry-eyved over the
AB.C. or any of its designer’s later brainstorms,
there is no doubt of it deserving a place in the
V. and V. Hall of Fame, even though its career
was a short one,

Nothing New Under The Sun—About two
dozen jaws dropped in unison, and the same
number of countenances registered polite incred-
ulity, when, in the company of a crowd of fascin-
ated viewers of a new make of motorcycle equip-
ped with an electric starter, we off-handedly re-
marked that at the time of the 1914-18 War we
rode a machine on which this item was standard
equipment. "Twas true, though! Does anybody
remember the famous Indian “Hendee Special”
(named in honour of George M. Hendee, founder
of the original Indian concern) which was intro-
duced in 19147 This celebrated model {a big twin)
had a 6-volt starter-motor which spun the engine
over effortlessly, and we all remember the gaping
of pop-eved onlookers when the old bus started
at the touch of a button.

Our lifelong friend and accomplice in V. and
V. motorcycle matters, Mad Anthony Main-
bearing (not his real name, by the way. but
he is a modest tvpe and prefers to blush unseen)
recently acquired a treasure in the form of one of
the famous Ace Fours. This imposing old warrior
is now undergoing a down-to-the-bare-metal re-
storation job and should look impressive, Lo say
the least, when completed. Unfortunately the Ace
was procured in a very much dismantled state
and is minus the rear wheel. Any of the fraternity
knowing the whereabouts of one of these rather
indispensable components is cordially invited to
get in touch with us with view o negotiations.
We trust, however. that M.A.M.s ingenuity will



triumph over all obstacles and that the Ace will
make a resplendent debut at Ashburton.
Blow-Your-Own-Trompet Depariment. — We
trust that readers will pardon a brief reference
to our own modest collection, but we hope that it
may be of interest (and anyway, we have to fill
up these notes somehow or another). Pride of
place goes to our immaculate 1920 Harley, which
looks and runs like brand new afler emerging
from one of the most thorough restoration jobs
we've seen yet—~for which, unfortunately, we are
unable to claim the credil. as we acquired it from
the owner in a ncar-completed state after his en-
thusiasm had dwindled to the point where he
succumbed to our persuasiveness with the mini-
mum of haggling. We felt 30 years younger after
a strop around the block on the old model, which
lopes along eifortlessly on its three-and-some-
thing-to-one top gear, firing regularly at about
every alternate telegraph pole. Patiently awaiting
the hand of the restorer are four other interesting
specimens—a 1918 Powerplus Indian, a 1919

Excelsior (more commonly known, in bygone
days, as the “Big X"}, a 1915 Thor twin, and a
real “rara avis” in the shape of a 1916 Reading-
Standard. This formidable hunk of machinery
boasts a colossal side-by-side valve twin engine
large enough to power a tractor. Watch for this
coming attraction, as the movie ads say!

We notice that the Vintage Motorcyele Club
of Great Britain has a membership of nearly
1000, The Antique Motoreyele Club of America
is another up-and-coming body of enthusiasts.
There's no reason why we can’t make the motor-
cycle section of our own club the biggest of ils
kind in the Southern Hemisphere, so let’s put our
shoulders to the wheel and drag in all the new
members we can. Don’t forget, too, that we will
welcome news of your doings or particulars of
any interesting “discoveries”, and if we can help
you with any information on machines, etc., don't
hesitate to write us,

That's all, Fellows—see yvou in next “Beaded
Wheels”, we hope!

Southland Notes

By I». Mclvor

The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand Inc. (Southland Branch)

Chairman: R. Carter

The activities of the Southland Branch are not
very well known in Morthern Centres because we
have only recently joined with the Vintage Car
Club of N.Z.

This club was formed in late 1954 and has now
65 members. The majority of the members are
mainly interested in Veteran Cars, and mobile
vehicles number some 25 Veteran molorcars, 14
motoreyeles and 16 Vintage cars. There are also
& WVeteran cars under active restoration. This
Branch has a very large and aclive spare parts
department under the capable hands of All Woal-
lett. Alf travels thousands of miles 4 yvear and in
doing so discovers many interesting remains.
There are not many that he can’t identify.

Our last event of any size was the Riverion
Rally at which we enjoyed the company of sev-
eral northern visitors from Christchurch, Timaru,
Dunedin and Alexandra. In all, this was our most
successful rally, over 30 vehicles taking part.

Winter is really closing in on us, so Club
Runs will be restricted to a few day evenls or
some night trials Followed by social evenings
(usual Car Club stvle). Once again we will be
running our six Junior Dodgem Cars at the Child-
ren’s Fair after they have had a minor overhaunl
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and some modifications. The building of the
Junior Dodgems was a good example of the true
club spirit which one hopes to find in any club.

Willis Brown's 44 litre Bentley “Ballins Special™
of Timaru fame had not met with the fate of a
broken crankshaft as diagnoesed in Timaru., What
happened was rather unusual. The fAywheel
mounting flange had been repaired sometime dur-
ing its life by welding and the weld gave way
leaving the flywheel and fange to spin on the
crankshaft, From the marks of the break it was
evident it had been holding by only a “whisker™
for some time. We are all very pleased this was
not as bad as first expected and should see Willis
maotoring soon.

Pat Mulvey has recently found a 20-60 Vaux-
hall saloon, similar to his present one. He also
has a rather unusual motoreycle, a Harley David-
son flat twin of 1920,

Norman Haves has recently acquired a 4 cyl-
inder Indian “Ace™ motorcycle. This is not to be
confused with the “Ace™ of earlier years. Morman
has started restoration and we are sure it will be
as good a job as his New Hudson. The Hayes
stable has mainly motorcyeles, the rare one being
the 1906 four cylinder F.N. This requires some



parts to complete, could anyone help?

Shack Sharpe has a large Chrysler Imperial 80
roadster, ex Trevor Timms of Dunedin, and this
will be a real classic when finished. He has com-
pletely overhauled the motor and has had all the
panelbeating done on the body.

The Lyons family are now working on their
A.C. three wheeler. This old car is a really
unique vehicle, but has some parts missing which
are unable to be found.

GOLDEN JUBILEE RALLY — 1909 - 1959
Ray Carter

Celebrating 50 Years of Organized Motoring
in Southland

Well we are sitting back and relaxing now our
very successful Golden Jubilee Rally is over,

What a Rally it really was with perfect weather,
perfect organization and everybody, as far as we
know, very happy with all the proceedings.

On Friday evening briefing and scrutineering
took place in P. H. Vickery's Garage and on
Saturday morning at 8.30 a.m. sharp the first
vehicle was given the starting flag by the President
of the Automobile Association Southland, from
our usual starting point, picturesque Feldwick
Gates at the entrance to our Botanical Gardens.

Merv. Winter and Frank Bertenshaw were
ready to give the Wolseley away until they found
some twiddler had twiddled with the mixture
control, but they finally got under way. Lyn.
Gough had his troubles too, but finally managed
to get the petrol to flow and although he had
some stops on the way, to the amusement of
some bovine herds, he arrived at Riverton some-
where near his correct time,

The Run to Riverton, of about 25 miles, was
very pleasant for all, the weather being very mild.
On arrival each vehicle took part in the hillclimb
and returned to the domain beside the Aparima
River bridge where morning tea was available
to all competitors and crews. Our thanks to Mrs
Melvor and son Russell for doing a good job
here.

At 11 a.m. sharp the Mayor of Riverton flagaed
off the first car on the return jou-ney. Jack Lyons,
in the 1910 Ford, showed us all what enthusiasm
can do for one. While motoring home from River-
ton the drive shaft broke (most unusual for a
Ford) but without any messing about Jack and
his crew obtained a ride back to Invercargill in
one of the A A, Patrol cars. He had an idea where
a model “T" was to be had so on locating the
owner promptly purchased the car, stripped the

20

diff and back to his own car with the newly ac-
quired drive shaft. In no time at all they had the
offending part removed and the replacement in-
stalled which 15 no doubt a really remarkable
effort, more so as Jack is by no means a fitl man.

The venue for the afternoon events was at
Rugby Park and the organization for this was in
the capable hands of the A.A. officers.

MNone of the events were new, but the variations
proved quite novel. For instance in the Relay
Race the “Baton” consisted of a plastic bowl full
of water and the navigators were obliged to re-
plenish the water if any spilt. In glorious weather
the unfortunately small number of the public in
attendance witnessed a really colourful sight as
the 35 cars and 13 motorcycles together with 20
madern vehicles took part in the grand parade.
After all the vehicles were in formation facing
the main stand the Rally was officially opened by
Councillor Barham who deputised for the Mavor
who was absent from the city.

The evening social was a very happy occasion
which 1 trust everyone enoyed as much as my-
self. The prize giving took place a little after
10.30 p.m. and our worthy club captain was con-
gratulated in not only having all results finalized
but also for completing a very detailed master
sheet for the inspection of all competitors,

And so we close another chapter in motoring
history, having celebrated the 50th anniversary of
organized moloring in Southland.

We trust all our northern competitors and
friends enjoyed their stay with us as much as we
enjoyed having them and from all accounts the
Rally was voted one of the best ever, so we hope
to see more of you next time.

Place—Easter Rally, Timaru

Being an early arrival at the Rally, a large
1912 Edwardian car created quite a bit of interest
amongst the odd “bods” and some public who
were having an extra look free.

However, the owner and his wife decided to
look up some friends and left the car in the
charge of their—nearly 80-year-old—"Mascot™
who is a keen follower of the Vintage Movement
and very proud of the car,

Several people were around and amongst them
a small boy “Horrors”™ who had with him a dog
which began sniffing at a tyre (seems a natural
pastime with them).

The old gentleman headed towards the pair
and ordered the boy and dog to buzz off, and was
met with the smart reply of “You can’t make me

go away."”



Gent: “Perhaps | can’t, but | can make you
keep the dog away from the car.”

Boy: “Anyway, it can’t hurt the car, it's a
Bitch.”

Loud laughs from the bystanders and the
“Muascot™ was stumped for an answer, and also
burst out laughing.

You can't win, can you? Not against the rising
generation.

Upon a man's misfortunes

I do not want to harp,

But | must yet pay tribute to

The work of Shackle Sharp.

For Shack towed Willis Brown back home
From wvintage car display

Al Timaru whese Willis broke

His axle, so they say.

For Willis has a vintage car,

A black and shining Bentley,

But when its axle broke, alas,
They had to treat i1 gently.

S0 Shackle with his half-ton truck
From Timaru towed Willis—

And that a demonstration of

Real patience and of skill is.
Inside his Bentley there in state
In tow voung Willis sped

And was it any wonder that

His cheeks were rather red?

He's proud of his old Bentley which
Is really a creation—

But why did it subject him to
Such grim humiliation?

Otago Notes

Charlie Brown

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Otage Branch

Chairman: R. E. N, Oakley

Riverton Run

The Southlund Branch held their annual Vin-
tage and Veteran Pennzoil sponsored car rally
to Riverton on Saturday. February l4th.

It was well-supported by Otago members. The
cars attending being the Star, the Regal, 1906
Buick, 1926 Chrysler., O'Hara’s 44, 1912 Model
T and 1900 Wolseley. No pots were brought
home. but every car except the Wolseley which
was trailered, gaimed a special silver plaque o
say that the car had been driven over 100 miles
to attend the raliv. All cars made the run 1o
Riverton and back in the specified ume. and
were awarded attractive enamel plagues,

Only casvalties were a sheared grub screw on
the Regal's mag. drive, which prevented it from
doing the third field test: frequent petrol block-
ages on Lyn Gough's Buick, which made his
run to Rive=ton a series of short, sharp bursis
of speed. and Eric O'Hara's Bentley magnetos
were full of water which prevented him from
competing in the ficld tests as well.

The Star was placed 3rd in the concours. the
Regal 6th, the only cars within striking distance
of t-ophies.

The run to Riverton was made in the morning.
the cars leaving Invercargill at 8.30 a.m. Mo-ning
tea at Riverton. and return to Invercargill in time
for lunch at Rugby Park. Field tests were held
there in the afternoon. These were organised
and conducted by the AAS. and were very
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smoothly run. Modern cars were featured in the
grand parade in the ratio of two to one in fav-
our of the vintage vehicles. Worth mentioning
among the moderns were a lush-looking Borg-
ward lIsabella coupe. an Austin Healey and a
220 Mercedes. Another feature of the rally was
the presence of four Bentleys—John Robbie's
4} ecabriolet, Eric O'Hara’s 4% tourer. Don
Oddie’s 44 tourer and Willis Brown's 44 tourer.
Robbie's Bentley incidentally won the con-
cours for the Vintage class. the overall trophy
going to an Austin 7 Chummy from Christ-
church, Winner of the Veteran class concours
was Shack Sharp’s Buick. A dance and prize-
giving was held at the Red Chesry at night. No
picnic was organised for the Sunday, but a “sick
parade™ at the Red Cherry was well attended.

Teretonga Speed Trials

Suffering somewhat from lack ol support, the
Teretonga speed event got away to rather a slow
starl.

Arriving at 10 a.m. in the presidential V.W..
Kennedy, Fitzgerald and Carroll found Trevor
Timms with his 14/40 Vauxhall the sole compeli-
tor. As at least one maore competitor was needed
to do any racing. it was decided to find Willis
Brown, While he was being sought. Ron Hassall
and Warner Mauger appeared in a 3-litre Bent-
ley and Speed 20 Sunbeam. Things were looking
up. Back at the track, Willis Brown had arrived.
and was waiting to start, Two Austin 7's had



arrived, practised, and one¢ was out for the re-
mainder of the day with a broken crankshaft.
Most of the cars had put in several laps by this
time, and the owners were finding it rather hard
on petrol and tyres. To complete the morning,
the cars were sent out again, and some lap times
obtained for a handicap race, first thing in the
afterncon. Adjournment for lunch followed.

The afternoon produced some more competi-
tors—Alex Casey's 14 h.p. Armstrong Siddeley,
a T.AM.G., Brown’s 4} and 3.4 Jaguar, another
Austin 7 and two Model T's.

Finally 10 cars lined up for a S-lap handicap
race. Model T's were away first, followed by the
Armstrong Siddeley, Austin 7 and M.G., the
Vauxhall, Austin 7 Special, and the Bentleys.

On the first lap, one of the Model T's broke
down, but Mclvor’s came round at quite an
alarming clip. hotly pursued by Casey’s Arm.
Sid. which sounded very healthy. Trevor Timms,
by keeping his fool hard on the throttle, and
drifting nicely began to catch up on the [ront
markers, while the Sunbeam and Austin 7
Special paired off and began an interesting dice,
the Austin winning by a few feet, with a big-end
clattering. Brown in the 4} was very fast, and
soon began to pull away from the 3 litre, which
dropped out in the fourth lap with blown water
hoses. Five laps was not really long enough for
the bigger cars to catch the fromt markers, and
the final results were:

Armsirong Siddeley, A. Casey, Ist; Model T

RUSSELL'S RENTAL CARS

88 St Andrew Street
DUNEDIN, C.1

Take pleasure in offering our

readers the benefit of a change. and

their worthy steeds a rest cure, by

having at your disposal our fleet

of modern large and small cars and
motor scooters,

Phones

BUSINESS 77-719
AFTER HOURS 39-762

R. Mclvor, 2nd; Vauxhall, T. Timms, 3rd;
Austin 7, ). Pidgeon, 4th; Austin 7 Special, R.
Mitchell, 5th; Sunbeam, W. Mauger, 6th; Bent-
ley 44, W. Brown, 7th; M.G.., D. Gordon, 8th;
Model T, R. Lindsay, Yth,

By this time (3 p.m.) there was not much point
in further racing with the limited number of
compelitors, su a standing § mile was held. Some
results were: W, 1. Brown, 3.4 Japuar, 18 50sec.;
W. 1. Brown, 4} Bentlev. 22.80sec.; R. Lindsay,
Model T. 3254zec; T. Timms, WVauxhall.
25.325ec.; W. Mauger, Sunbeam, 23.56sec.

S0 ended the first Teretonga speed event for
Vintage cars. Not very successful judged by the
turnout, but a very enjoyable day, for those who
did go. and all vowed (o come back next year.

It is definitely intended to hold this event again
next year, and we are hoping to have it on the
Sunday following next vear's International race.
Cars could then be left for the Riverton Run the
following weekend if the owners so wished.

Might Trial

The night trial on May 2nd attracied a record
entry of 13 cars and one motorcycle. Sent ofl
on section one from Fryatt Street at 10sec. inter-
vals, the competitors proceeded to scatter them-
selves over MNorth Dunedin. Local knowledge
enabled Basil Horwood to be the only one to
complete this section, not without loss of points
however. Only four competitors did not have
to open their sealed instructions.

Section 2 took even a greater toll. Alan
Pearce’s Model T and the Dennis fire engine
were forced to retire on the first hill, which was
too steep for the gravity petrol feed. Once again
competitors began to spread out; Dave Fitzgerald
going to Wai-tati and Basil Horwood to Outram,
with the others dispersed more or less evenly in
between. Nobody arrived at the second marshal
from the right direction., but in fairness it must
be mentioned that Basil Horwood was seen to
take the wrong road on his second to last turn.
Some were forfunate enough to be with a group
when the sealed instructions were opened. and
these arrived with their's intact at the end of
the section. which incidentally was the boltom
of three-mile hill. The third section, returning to
the clubrooms and incorporating a timed hill-
climb, was tackled more successfully. Three
competitors lost no points at all!

Results were: Basil Horwood, V8, 1st; Chas.
MeMurray., Vauxhall, 2nd; Bill Timms. Citroen.
3rd; Trevor Timms, Morris, 4th: Bob Oakley,
Dennis, Sth.



Notable hill-climb results were (2.9 miles):
Peugeot 403, 3min. 55sec.; V.W., S5min. 5sec,;
20060 Vauxhall, Smin. 58sec.

The ensuing party and 21st for Trevor Timms
was a resounding success, helped in no small
measure by the able accordian playing by lim
Bissland. About 50 people were present, and the
trial was thrashed out at length, No-one will
claim to be responsible for organising it

National Rally, Timaru, Easter

Ten cars were entered from Otago in this
rally at Easter. Velerans competing were: Merv.
Winter’'s Wolseley, Atkinson's Star, A. Pearce’s
Model T, Med Sutherland’s De Dion, Dave Mills’
Briton, Lyn Goughs Buick. Vintage section:
Ralph Smiths Model T, Bramwell's Chrysler, M.

Haggitt's Bentley, Joe Gough's Fiat.

Probably the biggest Otago entry in any rally,
and for the records, it should be mentioned that
all arrived without mishap. Shades of earlier
Irishman's!

A determined bid to take Oakley’s Regal via
Bramwell’s trailer was made, but when the load-
ing was completed, the trailer sagged so de-
jectedly, the attempt was abandoned.

Your scribe doesn’t seem to remember who got
prizes at the party at night, but has a vague
recollection of Ned Sutherland wandering around
with a barometer. For more detailed results,
please see Timaru notes B. W, June, 1959. Thank
you Timaru, for a slap-up weekend. vou can
expect everyone from Otago to be at your next
rally,

Canterbury Notes

H. Foster

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Canterbury Branch

Chairman: H. S. Foster

From all accounts the Mational Rally held at
Timaru last Easter organised by the South Can-
terbury Branch in conjunction with Pennzoil
(N.Z.) Lid. will go down in history as being one
of the most enjoyable events yet held. Unfortun-
ately as I was not able to attend, the “telling”
will have to be left 1o someone else.

On Saturday, April 11th, we combined with a
Traction Engine Rally. Twenty-six Veteran and
Vintage vehicles together with sixteen Traction
Engines and sundry chafl cutters etc., took part
in an enjoyable full days activity and for Christ-
church members approximately 70 miles of
motoring.

R. S. Turnbull describes this event:

Due perhaps to the interest of V.C.C. mem-
bers in a kindred hobby there was an enthusiastic
turnout to the Leeston Traction Engine Rally at
Leeston. Because previous heavy rain caused
flooding the cars travelled in convoy via the
Main South Road and Dunsandel to the venue
of John McLachlan’s farm and into the arena
1o park alongside various examples of early farm
machinery.

The arrival of the procession of traction
engines, the threshing mill complete with cook-
house and mill hands, and the setting up of the
mill between the two stacks of wheat interested
the growing crowd as did the accuracy with
which the mill owner, Mr Bob Hampton, posi-
tioned his engine to drive the mill by leather
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belt. As the men forked in the sheaves the straw
tumbled off the end of the elevator and the grain
poured into wailing sacks.

The Veteran and WVintage cars were put
through a series of driving tests. Despite a few
sudden showers in the morning about five to six
thousand people waiched the display which con-
tinued in the afterncon with a chaff cutting dis-
play and driving tests for the traction engines.
These consisted of a potato race using ten foot
stakes and 44 gallon drums, and a slow race.

Those who have scratched their cars on stakes
in similar tests would doubtless rejoice in what
a misdirected traction engine can do to drums
and stakes

The slow race was a good test from the point
of view of the public as it was very obvious
which engine was the slowest and which ones
earned disqualification by allowing their flywheels
to stop. clutch slipping being impossible.

By this time the “Anderson™ (not to be con-
fused with another Anderson we know) thresh-
ing mill had about completed the two stacks and
the millhands were resting from the unaccustom-
ed exercise,

Thus ended a day that was both interesting to
Club members and profitable to the branch as
due 1o considerable efforis of the Organisers, the
Leeston King Carnival Committee, the Traction
Engine Rally was a financial suecess and the
V.C.C. received a generous donation of £25 for



their part in the event.

A Night Trial held on April 18th is described
by Warner Mauger:

In spite of it having rained all day a very good
turn out of Vintage and Modern cars arrived at
Carlton Mill at 7.30 p.m. After performing a
hectic Le Mans dash the competitors headed in
the general direction of Tai Tapu, where on a
greasy stretch of grass road Dave Barker and
Dave Kay held a sprint test.

Stan Sampson was the next Marshall encount-
ered, being at the end of the first section at
Ellesmere. Then on to Sid Campbell. From here
onwards there seemed o be cars and crossroads
everywhere. One compelitor was even noticed
still looking for the end of the first section. Meil
Sutton at Lincoln conducted a plug change test
against the watch. Then came a timed run onto
Tai Tapu where Dave Barker and Dave Kay
had a width judging test. After this the route
back to Christchurch via the Landsdown Valley
Road, and the Halswell Downs to the final check
point.

Every one collected at Bill Clapham’s for
supper and natter. The use of Bill's workshop
was very much appreciated. Thanks go also to
Peter Clarkson and Marshalls for a very enjoy-
able evening.

Another “Caddie™ one lunger has joined the
Club, David Kay has just acquired a “well sinker”
in good going order, some months of hard work
will be necessary to remove the “sinking appear-

ance” and reconstruct a body. A few weeks ago
the writer acquired a most interesting chassis
complete with [ront and rear axle and wheels,
all other important components having been re-
moved and sold to the local garage about 30 years
ago when the chassis was made inte a four
wheeled farm trailer. The dimensions, appear-
ance and design of axles are those of a 1906
10-14 Renault but there is no sign of the mak-
er's name on the hubcaps or elsewhere. A few
weekends later a wvisit to the country garage pro-
duced the engine from under a bench, all in bits
and shost of a piston but otherwise complete, a
smzll beautifully made motor, monoblock, atmos-
phe-ic inlet wvalves, G.A. carburettor, external
timing gea“s (in perfect order) and the name is
AMSTOUTZ RAVEL made in Besancon France.

Further enquiries. followed by an interview
with the owner of the firm who sold the car over
10 years ago prove it o be a Jackson, originally
fitted with a Dog-Cart body and supplied by R.
Revnold Jackson & Co. Lid.. London.

Jackson cars, most of which were fitted with
single o= twin De Dion engines in the more popu-
lar small models. apparently used proprietary
eauvipment, particularly as regards engines,
chassis and trapsmission and in my example
possibly Renauvlt chassis and transmission, or
am | wrong? Can anyone please tell me?

If gearbox, steering box and radiator ever turn
up mayvbe a Ravel-Jackson-Renault will motor
once more.

W. A. Clapham

29 SOUTHWARK STREET — CHRISTCHURCH

Between Manchester and Mad-as Streets, Alongside
Cokers Hotel PHOME 77-471

Canterbury Service for

BOSCH

SERVICE

AUTO ELECTRICIAN
Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries
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Waikato Notes

L. H. F. Death.

Veteran and Vintage Car Club (Waikato)

Chairman: E. H. Brown,

Morrinsville Rally

Some of the dust having now settled down
your ‘ard-"arassed secretary will now try lo get
down to a report on this our first very successful
Rally.

The Committee wishes to express its apprecia-
tion first to the entrants for a splendid turnout,
the high standard of reliability and the excellent
condition of the cars.

Secondly, the organisation of an event on this
scale would not have been possible without the
co-operation of the many Marshals. Most of
these gentlemen had o travel out to their con-
trol peints in the wee small hours of Saturday
morning (before the rain had stopped) and the
efficiency with which they performed set the
tone for the whole weekend.

We would particularly mention those firms,
not officially connected with the Club, who con-
trolled in their respective towns: Washers Gar-
age, Tauranga; Farn Motors., Te Puke; L. P. A,
Potter Lid. (Mr Hawkins), Te Archa; Paeroa
Motors Ltd. (Mr McDonald), Paeroa.

There was a tea break arranged about half-
way round on each route. One of these was al
Paeroa and it 15 understood that Paeroa Motors
provided tea wvery guickly and without charge.
Many thanks.

It is certain that everyone enjoyed the after-
noon’s Gymkhana in  Morrinsville Recreation
Ground, Tom Rashleigh had planned this with
the same precision with which he balances our

Phata by Regency Studios

Groham Molen ot the wheel of 5. T. Molan’s 1909
Ford T.
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accounts, with the result that everything fell into
place properly and without fuss.

The writer is very grateful to Trev Newton for
the loan of a caravan for use as an “Office”, and
to Graham Smith who hauled 1t to and from
Morrinsville. This was most convenient and we
were able to work on the resulis and deal with
enquiries in comfort. We were also relieved of
accommodation matters, as Harry Stratton, the
Accommaodation Officer for the Morrinsville
Chamber of Commerce, had his bureau nearby
and, from the odd glance we look from time to
time, he was being kept busy.

All members will appreciale to what extent
we are indebted to the Morrinsville Chamber of
Commerce, and in particular those wvery high-
vollage live wires Graeme Courtney and Jock
Kiely.

It is less than three months ago when the
project was first mooted and the amount of co-
operation, trophies, publicity, finance and facil-
ities laid on through the efforts of these gentle-
men was guite fantastic. Mention must also be
made of one person we didn't even see—Mr de
Jong, the engraver who worked all Saturday
afternoon.

As the results were calculated, the winners’
names were sent to him by Boy Scoutl runner (we
had six of these invaluable lads), so that the
trophies, properly engraved, were presented by
the Mayor after the Dinner in the Civic Lounge
in the evening. '

On the Sunday morning we held what we had
termed a “simplified form of Concours d’Eleg-
ance.” The judges were Morrinsville men and
their choice was not an easy one as the standard
set by the cars exhibited was very high indeed.

In conclusion the writer apologises for one or
two small errors that have come to light in his
preliminary work, but the organisation and
method had to be built up from scratch, with
no similar experience to rely on, and in a very
short space of time. Everyone scemed to have
enjoyed themselves so the hard work was justi-
fied. Mext year's Rally will be bigger and better
because of the experience this vear and also be-
cause the Committee has started working on it
already.



Wanganui Notes

R. P. Lee

Yintage Car Club of N.Z. Inc, Wanganui Branch

P. R. Williamson.

Eltham 75 Jubilee

After “Burma”™ the next airing for vintage and
veteran machinery in and around Wanganui was
a drive to Eltham on the Tth March. The occa-
sion was Eltham's 75th Jubilee which consisted
essentially of the inevitable procession culminat-
ing in & ceremony in the large domain there.

Leaving Wanganui al 7.30 in the morning in
cool but fine weather seven vehicles made their
way north in convoy. Progression was uneventiul
excepl for the Caseley 1914 Buick which showed
a marked avidity for water and a reluctance to
climb hills in the effortless manner associated
with most Buicks. After several involuntary
stops, the main cause of power loss was traced
to (of all things) worn out spark plugs. A new
set was eventually procured and a rejuvenated
Buick romped over the rest of the 70 mile trip
stopping only for regular replenishment from
a 12 gallon drum of H2ZO.

Arriving at Eltham somewhat behind schedule
we were surprised by the large size of the crowd
lining the streets. Through a misunderstanding
the small convoy managed to become separated
with the result that some of the cars traversed
the procession route twice about 2 hours before
the set time which served to break the monotony
for the patient bystanders.

Finally rounded up and shepherded to the
selected street, all cars participated in the now
well known acceleration tests. Times were not
recorded but some close finishes resulted in spite
of there being only ten entrants. Only one car
failed to leave the mark at the drop of the
starters” flag. And only one guess is allowed
on its identity: 1914 Buick: this time the Wadey
model piloted by Merv. Hopper. The trouble
was later diagnosed as a broken drive shaflt
pinion. {The owner is still looking for a replace-
ment by the way—can you help?).

Abandoning the sick car temporarily, members
adjourned for a hasty lunch after which vehicles
were laken to their position in the procession
line-up. On arrival at the Domain, floats were
displayed for public approbation. The standard
was a high one and obviously considerable work
had gone into their preparation. Vintagers were
particularly attracted to a genuine Hansom cab.
It was complete with cabby who, being slightly
deaf was difficult 1o engage in conversation;

Chairman:
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especially as he seemed reluctant to descend from
his lofty perch behind the cab. This was unfortun-
ate as he had apparently restored the cab himself
and knew ils past history.

After arranging temporary shelter for the dis-
abled Buick, the remaining nine cars set off for
Wanganui about mid-afternoon and completed
the 70 miles without incident. Those taking part
were (driver in parenthesis): 1912 Zedel (B.
Walker), 1913 Daimler (R. Lyth), 1914 Buick
(V. Caseley), 1914 Buick (M. Hopper), 1916
Overland (T. Glasgow), 1923 Ansaldo (B. Miller),
1923 Alvis (K. Wright), 1923 Citroen (J. Ack-
royd), 1925 Morris (R. Lee), 1927 Morgan (F.
Withers).

As a footnote, congratulations to Tom Glas-
gow on his beautifully restored Owverland which
made its debut on this outing and covered more
than 150 miles in Stirling fashion.

Field Day and Hill Climb

Following a week of filthy weather, Saturday,
9th May, dawned astonishingly fine. Eight cars
assembled at A.A. Headquarters prepared for a
time trial run of some 13 miles to Handley Road
adjacent to the coast north of Wanganui. Route
instructions were so designed that the short
journey took over an hour which while causing
no undue strain on even the slowest vehicle, did

N.Z 's Oldest Dealership

GORDON HUGHAN LTD.
P.O. Box 48 Pembroke Street

CARTERTON

Ford Dealers Since 1907
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encompass some long steepish hills. Most of the
competitors kept well to time and had no trouble
in following directions. In fact only one car
strayed and might have been pardoned for wind-
ing up at the beach had conditions been more
balmy. As it was, the error cost but a little extra
petrol and a lot of points. Perhaps because he
was a stranger to these parts, Norm Findlay
should be excused. The non-appearance of the
Wright veteran Talbot at the final check caused
some concern until it was eveniually learned that
the car became bereft of fuel only a few miles
from the start, Regrettably half the field failed
either to signal or stop at the compulsory stop
sign which happened to be under observation by
marshalls.

The picnic site at the top of Handleys Road
hill where the climb was to be run, was a scene of
much industry as timekeeping officials set up their
instruments. All was in readiness by 11.30 a.m.
and each car was allowed a pracnice run before
lunch. From these performances it was seen that
the site had been well chosen being neither too
steep nor over winding. Although a metalled
road, the surface was excellent so that any
worries over possible suspension troubles were
quickly dispelled.

After lunch three officially timed runs were
made by hill climb competitors whose cars were
divided by the organisers into two sections: Vint-
age sports cars and Vintage touring cars. Unfort-
unately only two wehicles were deemed o qualify
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a5 sports cars.

The climos were carried out efficiently and
without fuss, the timekeepers and their apparatus
proving most reliable.

F. R. Withers carried off the wrophy for the
fastest time of the day in his 40 b.h.p. 5 hundred-
weight Morgan 3 wheeler.

A. K. Wright won the touring class in his
12/50 Alvis recording only a little over 1 second
slower than the Morgan.

The novelty field events which followed were
thoroughly enjoyed. They included an egg and
spoon race, a blindfold race, and a relay race.

It is hoped to make the Field Day an annual
event but programmed for a warmer month of
the year.

Results as [ollows:

Time Trial—1913 Zedel, B. Walker, 13, Ist;
1925 Sunbeam, M. Dickens, 14, 2nd; 1924 Austin,
T. Hudson, 15, 3rd; 1925 Morris Cowley, R, Lee,
18, and 1923 Ansaldo, B. Musson, 18, 4th equal;
1924 Fiat, R. Janes, 22, 6th; 1925 Morris Cowley,
M. Findlay, 38, 7th; 1909 Talbol, G. Forsyth,
45, Bth.

Hill Climb—Sports Cars: 1927 Morgan, F. R.
Withers, 41.9sec.. 1st; 1923 Vauxhall, B. Wycher-
ley, 46.2, 2nd. Touring Cars: 1923 Alvis, K.
Wright, 43.1, Ist; 1925 Sunbeam, M. Dickens,
46.8, 2nd; 1923 Ansaldo, B. Walker, 47, 3rd;
1927 Talbot. G. Brotherston, 47.1, 4th; 1925
Austin, T. Hudson, 50.7, 5th: 1925 Morris Cow-
ley, M. Findlay, 55.2, 6th.

The combination of a little finance and a lot
of ingenuity on the part of one or Iwo enthusi-
astic members has resulted in the Branch now
owning an efficient timing and PfA system which
will be most valuable for all future events.

Snippets

The Walker Ansaldo is for sale. It has become
s0 much a part of Wanganui Branch that we
would hate to see il go elsewhere.

Chairman P. Willamson intends to build a
Coup de l'auto body on ONE of his Sunbeams.

Jim Ackroyd has quitted his little Citroen in
favour of a Bean roadster circa 1923,

At Rotorua. the Watkinson Perry was recog-
nised by a man who worked at the factory when
the car was built in July, 1916,

At last Wanganui Branch has a Rolls—a certain
gent in Marton has bought a vintage model and
joined the club,

The elubrooms have had a plumbing uplift—
new spouting and downpipe, water and drainage
laid on by Master Plumber member Maurie
Wadey.



Wellington Notes

Warwick Johnston

Vintage Car Club of MN.Z. (Inc.) Wellington Branch

Chairman: W. Johnston

Since last going to  Press activities in oand
around the Capital City have been confined to
attendances at regular monthly  mectings and
hence have been rather more subdued when
compared to the spectacular action and entertain-
ment provided by the two highly successful
rallies which we held in November and January.
However, notwithstunding the absence of a show
of power a lot of work has been put into get-
ting a perspective on the direction in which the
Branch is heading, what it's going to do for and
about finances and all that sort of dull (vet so
yvery necessary) organisational stuff which once
accomplished early on makes matters ever so
much easier later.

The executive at their regular meetings around
Charlie and Wynn Maxwell’s fireside have dis-
cussed ways and means of building up Club
funds and have mulled over all sorts of ideas
for keeping club activities interesting [or the
members and when their proposals were placed
before the April meeting the execulive were very
gratified at the way the good attendance received
them and subscquently debated the many points
raised,

Out of all this talk one scemingly small but
nevertheless  important  step ahead was the
appointment of three members 1w a sub-commit-
tee whose duly is lo investigate and report on all
aspects of acquiring clubrooms as a permanent
home for Wellington Branch. We don’t presume
to be the first 10 move along these paths, in fact
on thumbing through some back copics of B.W.
(partly for inspiration) it is pleasing to find that
we are in such good company with Wangunui
proudly showing the photographs of their H.Q.

Secretaries:
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as the fruits of their endeavours and Canterbury
repocting that a set of rooms arc almost in the
bag, suaject only to the cleaning up of a few
formalitics and the placating of the neighbours
and the City Fathers,

One extra curtcular activity that came our way
was the very kind invitation extended by the
management of Dunlop N.Z. Ltd. for members
to visit the factory al Upper Hutt on the night
of the May monthiy meeting. Your scribe regret-
fully had to scratch from this event but Club
Captain Mike Poynton reports that the whole
evening was a resounding success and members
are full of praise for the hospitality shown them
throughout the evening.

A week or two back we wished bon vovage to
Len and Vera Southward who left on an exten-
sive trip overseas and expect to be away about
5 months. Mews has been received that they have
had time to inspect some cars at Indianapolis
but it could be that they were neither veteran or
vintage. However, a later report was thal during
a visit to the Ford Motor Museum Len was able
to obtain the measurements of a White Steamer
body with a view o the completion of the one
he has at present in the workshop of Bert Tonks
al Wanganui,

Charlic Maxwell has been progressing with
the restoration of his 1913 Austin, the motor has
been compleiely overhauled and is set up in the
chassis, Hugh MNevins has acquired a 1922 20
h.p. Rolls Rovee and is steadily collecting parts,
Stanley  MNorthcote-Bade bought  the 3-seater
Dodge (about 1918) from Len Southward and
word coming along the grapevine tells of a very
creditable job being done on what he received
as little more than an outsize do-it-yourself kit.

Bay Banter

by R. Brickell

Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.), Bay of Plenty Branch

Chairman: A. James

After nearly a year of social meetings we de-
cided to officially become a branch of the V.C.C.
of N.Z. At a meeting held last December a com-
mitlee was clected consisting of Tony  James
(President), Robbic Brickell {Seeretary-Treasurer)
and Trev, Mitchell (Club Captain). We then wrote
and became officially inavgurated as the Bay of
Plenty Branch of the V.C.C. in 1958,

Since then we have grown to be about 20
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cars strong. although most of them are still in
the restoring stage but nevertheless number the
following:— 1924 and 1927 Rolls, 1927 Daimler.,
1924 Model T, 1924 and 1925 Chevs, 1923, 1926,
and 1927 Essexs, 1929 Armsirong, 1916 Buick,
1925 and 1928 Whippets. 1929 De Soto, 1925
Vauxhall, 1914 Clement Talbot, 1925 Minerva,
1923 Packard, 1908 Delaunay Bellville, 1927
Austin 7.



Most of these cars are on the restoring bench
but more are becoming mobile monthly.

Our club system is very informal at present
and consists of social meets on the second Sunday
of each month at different member’s places each
time, where the time flies inspecting or helping
with the wvarious restorations, studying pictures,
and photos, running for shorl drives and drink-
ing tea.

We were glad that two of our members, Trev.,
Mitchell in his almost restored Essex and John

McCracken could run in the excellent Morrins-
ville Rally organised by the rapidly expanding
Waikato Club. More of us hope to compete next
year,

On May 2nd, feverish activity from our young
club produced eight cars, swelled by the Benz
and Lanchester from Hamilton and the Chandler
from Rotorua drove in the official opening of
the Tauranga-Mt Maunganui Bridge. Thanks
greatly Messrs Hughes, Death and Mclntyre for
helping us out.

Marlborough Notes

The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand Inc. (Marlborough Branch)

Chairman: Mr R. Swingler

The Marlborough branch of the N.ZV.C.C.
is now established, a threat to this effect having
been made in the December, 1958, issue. The
branch has nearly 30 members and the President
is Mr Ray Swingler; Secretary, Mr lan Chapman.

A film evening was held last year, the film
mast appreciated being one in colour covering
the first Anglo-American Rally. The projection-
ist. Mr John Finnie (a club member), lost count
of the number of times he was called 1o stop the
film in order that the audience could study the
various cars in more detail. During this some of
the cars found themselves going flat out in re-
VErse.

The most important recent event was the joint
run and picnic outing to Pelorus Bridge by the
Melson members and our own Club, This plea-
sant spot was ideal for such an event, being
roughly hall way between Blenheim and MNelson,
scenic, with an excellent swimming pool, hot
waler available and so on.

Between 15 and 20 cars arrived. There were no
organised driving tests, bul members tried out
the various cars and had a most enjoyable day
with their families.

Cars worthy of particular mention were Mr
Leo Brusewitz's Chrysler 4 of Nelson, the Ford
T's (both brass radiator models) Denny King,
Melson, and Ted Lucas. Blenheim, the Scripps
Boath of Mr C. Scholfield, Melson, the Brice
Rolls, Melson, and the Sprosen Stutz, Blenheim,

Mr Brusewitz's 1927 roadster completed an
864-mile trip around the North Island in Janu-
ary at an average of 22.5 miles per gallon and
looks good for many such trips.

The Scripps-Booth, a 1918 six-cylinder o.h.v.
model is probably unique in possessing a com-
bined instruction book and feeler guage. In
recommending tappet clearance of .004in. the
book solemnly adds “the pages of this book are

Secretary: lan Chapman, R.N.Z.AF. Station, Woodbourne.

044din, thick.”

This car has a reconditioned motor rescued
from a sawbench in’'z paddock near Christchurch
and Mr Scholfield is very glad of the assistance
of Mr K. Stapleton in locating the engine.

The Brice Rolls, a 1931 20-25 model, is worth
much careful study. the mechanical servo brakes
have 16 segments per drum, which are claimed to
take hold and release 360 times a second, and the
front brake cross shafts are mounted in the front
axle heam. The gearbox holds only 14 pints of
S.A.E. 30 oil (ves 30). The body, a Maythorn
built limousine with a glass division, has a sky-
light and an electric microphone in the rear seal.
It is hoped to write up this car in the future for
Beaded Wheels. The Brices are now searching
for parts for their one-lung Caddy.

The one motorcycle present was ridden over
from Melson by its owner, Mr L. T. Leydon.
This was a very complete 1922 Ricardo Triumph.
These were the first Triumphs to have chain drive
and electric lighting, and the internal expanding
front brake is most unusual, if not unique, for
a machine of that year. Also unusual is the four-
valve pent-roof head, apparently modelled on the
Harley Davidson racing design.

Also present was Mr Ray Beach (father of
Russell Beach, who used to own the 44 litre Bent-
ley), with his 23-60 which has been much modi-
fied—to put it mildly. However, some “mods”
are interesting features.

The well-made grille, on close inspection,
turns out to be an oil cooler, copper pipes form-
ing the vertical “bars™ and the aluminium body
is rubber mounted on special bearers. The 48-
thou tappet clearance on these models must be
among the widest ever used, exceeded only by
the 57-thou clearance on some poppet valve
Daimlers. However, this is hardly a car to appeal
to the purist.



The denizens of the Stutz had their meals
standing up for a week or so afterwards. The
Stulz it was discovered later, had the rear snub-

bers racked up to 68 pounds and the tyres at 48
pounds. The correct figures are 26 pounds and
35 pounds. Noel has since eased his experiments.

Second National Rally

Once again the National Rally has come and
gone an ungualified success. It was a great plea-
sure for your scribe to attend this event in Timaru
sccure in the knowledge that “this is the other
bloke’s responsibility.” Knowing this the way
was left open for a wonderful weekend of plea-
sures in partaking of the hospitality of the South
Canterbury Branch. However, whilst enjoying
ourselves 1o the fullest extent we did not neglect
to notice and applaud the excellent organisation
of the entire event, very much to the satisfaction
of some 90 entrants, as usual, laden to the plim-
soll with crew. This organisation was a great credit
to the South Canterbury Branch, one of the
smallest in the country and was due | think to
a great extent to the superhuman energies of
Branch Secretary Darcy Micholson.

We can only hope that the Rally has not, as
it would appear taken its toll in Timaru, no
communication of any form having been received
from South Canterbury since Easter. The Club
has no wish to lose members through overwork.

Consequently this reference will be somewhat

brief and very much from a spectator’s point of
view.
As usual the Vintage Car Club was blessed
with an excellent day meteorologically, a large
entry and a tremendous crowd which should
have ensured that financially the Rally was a
success: however, that we don’t know and who
cares about finance anyway!

Competitors showed their appreciation by
coming from MNorth and South, Napier and Inver-
cargill being the two furthermost points, and wenl
home a little poorer in most cases, somewhat
dishevelled in some cases and in all cases com-
pletely satisfied with the weekend.

The most important aspect of all such
National Events is the meeting of members from
all parts of the country, the co-operation met
with in all instances and the overall common
spirit that exists when vintage and veleran lypes
get together.

From a spectator’s point of view the condition
and turnout of cars was 50 per cent better than
seen before and the participation in events skill-
ful,
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A pleasant innovation was the introduction of
period clothes ably displayed by local manne-
quins who were suitably attired for the car of
the period. Organisation always counts and in
this case the display of “fashions” made an in-
teresting and amusing interlude, whereas handled
wrongly it could have been appalling. Thanks to
Corinne Nicholson who went to great pains to
establish the authenticity of the costumes and
gave a most knowledgeable commentary.

Jack Mewall and Maurice Wright made Timaru
Saturday morning having left Rangiora at 3 am.
after spending 36 hours non-stop. non-sleep
completely re-assembling the Wolseley.

“Chryslers are well worth restoring.” After see-
ing the Kilbey and Brusewitz cars we heartedly
agree. Incidentally it was grand to see the prime
instigators of the Hawkes Bay Branch, Reg and
Olive Kilbey down for the Rally. We sincerely
hope they managed to find time to get to know
a few South Island members.

Colin Westoby spent all Friday night running
a “repair workshop™, anything from Cadillacs to
Daimlers tackled. Overloading again Beri!!

For Better

Used Cars

At Lower Prices

Consult

JOHN DOWLING

AND COMPANY

STAFFORD STREET
TIMARU

Opp. Ballantynes
Phene 2256




A Mr Rutherford who had tackled the first
motor trip to Mt Cook in his De Dion Bouton
in 1906 has always been in atlendance at events
run by the South Canterbury Branch and on
espying the Sutherland car asked to be allowed
a closer inspection since it looked very like his
old machine and apparently an inspection of
engine numbers confirmed that it actually was.
Med can no longer lay claim to be the first man
to “traverse tough terrain” in this machine.

Good 1o see the older members parlicipating
with vintage cars. Two cases in point being the
first appearances of Mr Furney with his most
attractive 12/40 Alvis and John Robbic with his
44,

Dave Mills and Briton made the Rally this year
but unfortunately magneto trouble kept Dave
fairly busy on the Saturday morning. Something
else kept him busy on the Sunday morning.

3098 pilot Brian Wycherley was driving a timid
but attractive Morris Cowley. Brian was another
“first appearance in the South”; next time we
hope with the “thirsty”.

The Presidential Cadillac is just the car for
sleeping in. provided one has a wife who will
act as chauffeur for the [00 mile trip back to
Christchurch in the early hours of a Sunday
morning.

Many thanks to Sam Slyfield for his assist-
ance. We hope he found time to enjoy himself.

Encugh has been said about the Brown Bent-
ley elsewhere in this issue,

Resulis:—

Concours: Ist, A. Woollet, 1912 Wolseley; 2nd
A, 5. Atkinson, 1913 Star. Time Trial: C. Sharp,
1915 Buick, no points lost. Veteran Time Trial:
J. Hogg, 1902 Rambler. Vintage Time Trial: J.
Bunting, 1924 Star. Vintage Driving Tests: P.
Shaskey, 1924 O.M. Veteran Driving Tests: Mrs
C. Nicholson, 1907 Cadillac. Special Award to
driver who showed true Veteran and pioneer
motoring spirit: Ned Sutherland, 1903 De Dion.
Fastest time of day on speed hill climb: Ist Reg.
Kilbey, Chrysler 77, 0.16sec.; 2nd C. Westoby,
Alvis 12/50, 0.17sec.

Special Award to driver and crew showing
exceptional tenacity in appearing at the start of
the Rally: Bert Tonks, 1913 Daimler. (Major
gearbox repairs all previous evening aflter motor-
ing from Wanganui),

Special Award for most expensive engine fail-
ure: W. Brown, 1929 44 Bentley (Crankshaft de-
rangement).

Le Mans Dash—Vintage v. Modern: W. Clap-
ham, 1920 Stanley, Mr N. Ryde, D519 Citroen,
equal: W. Brown, 44 Bentley, I. Hogg, Custom-
line Ford, Brown winner 2 out of 3.

Motorcycle Section: Ist, ). Gardiner, 1910
Rover; 2nd, D. Collins, 1916 Triumph; 3rd, D.
Dewar, 1914 Douglas.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Mrs Anderson,

Through the columns of Beaded Wheels 1
should like to record my appreciation of the 2nd
MNational Rally.

First of all thank you Timaru for an excellent
weekend at vour Rally. 1 was fortunate to win
a Cup for the best prepared car there (big sur-
prise), but 1 am sure that if one had a good look
around, the entire muster was presented in
wonderful condition.

I am afraid that | cannot take all the credit for
the condition of my 1912 Wolseley. Had it not
been for the work of my wife and also some help
from our small daughter, the car probably would
not be in the condition it is today.

To make a success of the resloration of a
Veteran Car one has Lo have the family inter-
ested as well, and have their co-operation, other-
wise one may as well give it up.

Onee again, thank you Timaru. we had a very
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enjoyable weekend, marred only by a tyre blow-
out about 45 miles from home, which we soon
replaced with the spare wheel and went merrily
on our way to arrive about 9 p.m. all feeling very
tired bul pleased that we had attended your very
good Easter Rally.

Yours F. A. Woollett,

P.O. Box 131, Coolangatia,
Queensland, Australia.
Dear Madam,

In the December issue of “Beaded Wheels”
under the heading “We Hear” you mention that
a member has advertised his cars for sale in
American papers.

In case suspicion should fall on some innocent
party I would like permission to inform your
readers that allowing for a slight exaggeration
the reference could possibly apply to me, be-



cause I did in fact advertise one car in an Ameri-
can Pamphlet,

The eause of the crime was none other than
that wicked old lady “Genevieve” hersell, for it
was in an effort to raise overseas funds for her
purchase that we came to the reluctant decision
to part with her younger sister—our 1909 Dar-
racg. 1 am happy to report that the problem has
solved itself in a dillerent way and the two will
now stand together in our Museum of Transport,

Before concluding 1 would like ta say to all
Veteran Car enthusiasts how greatly we have
enjoved their fellowship since the beginning of
the movement. We will always be pleased 1o hear
from anyone at the above address and with a
direct Air-Service which starts in a few months
remember it is little over a half dav’s travel o
this part of the world where a warm welcome is
assured in an atmosphere of Veteran Cars and
Sunshine.

Yours, etc..

Classified Advertisements
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS RATES

CLUB MEMBERS: Free for first three lines
{approx. 25 words); thereafter 1f- per line (8
words),

NOMN-MEMBERS: 5/- for first three lines or less:
thereafter 1/- per line.

To be accepted all advertisements must be typed
and be accompanied by  the necessary remittance
and must be in the hands of the Editor not later
‘tjhan the I5th day of the month before publication
ale.

Special display  advertisements of cars for sale
complete with photos may be inserted at special and
very reasonable rates, for details of which service
write to the Editor.

FOR SALE: Two 895 x 135 B.E. Tyres. [air.
Price £5 pair. Contact L. L. Jones, 52A College
Street, Masterton.

FOR SALE: Cheap, brand new odds and ends
for Model T Fords. Plated lamp rims and brass
hub caps, many small chassis items too numer-
ous to classify. Interested restorers write Chas.
Black, 8 Higeins Street, Napier.

FOR SALE: 1916 Buick, On 20in. tyres. has
set of 25in, tyres and wheels. Price £125 QO.N.O,
Plenty of spares. T. Jarvis, 79 Nile Street, Nelson,
FOR SALE: Two BE. 895 x 135 and 2920 x 120
tvres, but would like to exchange for any 820 x
120 B.E. tvres or equivalent sizes. Would also
be interested in 30 x 3} BE. P. Russell, 193
Dixon Strect. Masterlon.

FOR SALE: One 36 x 44 straight edged “Sav-
age” tyre, brand new, £1. Motorwayvs, Great
King Street, Dunedin.

George G. Gillirap,

FOR 5ALE: Fiat 501 Motor and Gearbox,
Radiator. Has anvone got a Holsman they don’t
wanl. T. Parkinson, 27 Jocelyn Cres.. Wellington.

FOR SALE: Two o0 x 23 (yres and tubes, four
32 x 44 tyres and tubes, all very good order. One
4-cylinder Sintilla Vertex distributor fitting for
M.G., ec. One Riley MNine C/P set, complete
with bearings, excellent order. Offers please to
. M. Oliver, 48 Charles Si., Westshore, ™apier.
FOR SALE: 1923 Ansaldo 4-cylinder Tourer, a
class performer in excellent condition through-
out, new paint, Offers 10 B. 1. Walker. Selwyn
Crescent, Wanganui,

WANTED: 1925 Morris Oxford, state condition,
price. etc. G. Hicks, 8 Saxton Street, Levin.
WANTED: Acetvlene generator for motorcycle,
and 14/40 Vauxhall handbook, urgent. Trevor
Timms., 182 Surrey Street. Dunedin,
WANTED: Ace Motorcycle rear wheel, genera-
tor and Corbin speedo head. Will also consider
any Ace parts in good condition. Also Hender-
son K type [our (post 19200 wanted. preferably
complete. M. D. Hendry, P. and T. Drawing
Office, Blenheim.,

WANTED: Front and rear mudguards for 1913
16/20 Wolseley. Condition immaterial. Also pair
of Rushmore Searchlights or Lucas No. 686
Acetvlene headlights. Pair Lucas No. 726 oil
sidelamps and Lucas oil tail lamp No. 636, or
pair electric proiectors, Bleriot No. 401E, CAV
model “F" ar “G" or Lucas No. G6&6. Particu-
lars to ™. Findlay. Malthy St.. Meanee, Napier,

WANTED: Gravity feed oil pump for 1934
Riley 9. Reply stating price and condition to 1.
Rabone, Weir House, Kelburn, Wellington,
WANTED: Information as to whercabouts of
any serviceable 875 x 105 BE. tyvres. Please con-
tact Ivan East., 27 Ranui Road, Sioke.
WANTED: One acetvlene headlamp, generator,
and tail light suitable for 1911 Trivmph motor
cycle. Please reply 1. L. Dalgleish, 23 Taupo Rd.,
Taumarunui,

WANTED: Six 2lin, 5-stud Sankey Wheels to
fit a 1924 14/40 Sunbeam Tourer. T. Seccombe,
693 Remuera Road, Auckland,

WANTED: Austin 7 1927-28-29 Tourer. reason-
able condition and price please. It's got to be
our transport as well. Dean, 2 Tuckers Road,
Papanui. Christchurch,

WANTED: Rolls Koyee mascot to complete an
otherwise original ecar. Anv person who would
kindly make one available please write I.
Chapple, 1 Princes Si., Devonport, Auckland.



A Real Old Timers’

This picture, taken in 1907, shows a rally of
motor owners away back in the days when
the motor car was truly a ‘horseless car-
riage’ and when a run in the country was
fraught with perils such as causing horses
to bolt, arguments with farmers and the
derision of small boys when then—as now
—were satirical enemies of progress.

The motors of the day were as tempera-
mental as an opera star. They would stage
a ‘sit down’ strike at any second. Tyres,

Gathering

too, brought their worries and no motorist
worthy of the name ventured forth without
a highly elaborate repair outfit,

Truly motoring was in its infancy—but
even then FIRESTONE TYRES were built
to the basic policy of the infant industry—
extra quality at no extra cost. Today, mil-
lions of cars stream over the highways of
the world and today, too, FIRESTONE
TYRES are the accepted
quality, safety and tyre economy.

standard for




Then and now . ..
Castrol cares for your car

Castrol—so well known even in the early
days of motoring, has grown in prestige
year by year because Castrol, the super-
lative product of specialists in lubrication 1
has always been . . . 1
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The Masterpiece in Qils
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ASK FOR IT BY NAME

C. . WAKEFIELD & CO. LTD. (lnz. in the UK}
WELLINGTOMN . AUCKLAND . CHRISTCHURCH . DUNEDIN
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