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The most un fortunate feature of the Annual
General M eetin g was that every member of the Club
was not present. In the fourteen yea rs of th e exist­
ence of th e Club it was the best Ann ual Genera l
M eetin g ever.

The organisation of the host bran ch, Wellington ,
ensured smoo th running, alm ost every Bran ch was
represented, and in the short space of three hours
some very im portant an d far- reach ing decisions were
made by an assembly th at had the " bit betw een its
teeth " and which tim e will prove to have been one
of the most notable meetings ever held by the Club .

"Bead ed Wh eels" was save d from fina ncial ru in
by Bran ches very generously foregoing an extra five
shillings of the ten shillings allocated to them out of
each memb er's annual subscription. This reflects a
very real ist ic a ttitude on the part of members-"Bead­
ed Wh eels" is yours and it is only fair tha t you pay
a fa ir price for it- aft er that, increase sales and ad ­
vertising or do wha t you like but please rea lise the
Club can not supply it to you at two shillings per
member per year. It has won world wide recognition
and it must keep going.

M ost moment ous decision of the evening was
that to incl ude a class for Post Vintage T horough­
breds in th e Club and as a corollar y, Historic Racing
Cars.

It is undeniabl e that this decision will be greeted
with mixed feelings by some, and will result in some
mu ddl ed thi nking by others . The important thi ng
to bear in mind is that we must not become too ser­
ious about the issues involved-air your views in the
often bare correspondence columns but for Pete's sake
do not get all upset about it or make personal issues
out of it. This Club comprises the World's most
remote collection of moto ring eccentr ics still existing
in the twentiet h century and if the happy home is
go ing to be rent with dissension because of a desire to
recognise and preserve a few P.V.T's. then we shall
all be the worse for it.
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There seems a certa in thought that be­
ca use we now intend to embrace P.V.T's.
the Vintage classification will be extended
bey ond December 31, 1931. Muddled thi nk­
ing, rea d th e objec ts of th e Club in the littl e
yellow covered book of rules and reflect on
the reply "Not Pygm alion likely".

The Club ca n be so much riche r an d
fulfil a broader purpose by the inclusion of
the se two classes of vehi cles without in an y
way becom ing a collecting ground for a mis­
celan y of un-worthy cars, or derogat ing from
the prime objects for which it was founded.

ROAD TEST No. 22
THE INCOMPARABLE
HISPANO - SUIZA 45

In thi s busy era of littl e mod ern Buzz­
wagons, few of us are pr ivileged to take th e
wheel of a vintage aristocrat, propelled by a
beautifully symme trical and glea ming engine
of no less th an 8 litres ca pacity. It is there­
fore with some tr ep idation th at I approach the
onerous task of trying to convey in writt en
words th e experience of d riving a 1929 45
h.p. Hispano-Suiza .

For this opportunity we are ind ebted to
Mr E. T. Fairburn who owns this magnificent
motorcar and whose infinite pa tience, skill
and hardwork have enabled him to present
such a unique mar que in first class cond ition.
The task of restorati on took him three and a
half years and included , apa rt fr om all th e
mechanical work , the ren ewal of most of the
wooden framing within th e body she ll, th e
steel pan els of which were still in perfect co n­
diti on du e to th e use of a special rust pro of
coating on th e insides before being put in
pla ce.

In orde r to describe th is Hi span o to
readers it is of lit t le avail to seck comparisons,
excep t perhaps to say that although th e Rolls
Royce is cla imed 'T he Best Ca r in th e World ,'
th e Hi span o-Suiza is defin itely its superior.
However, it 's Swiss designer Monsieur Marc
Birkigt seems to have been a very mo dest
person, who refra ined from making extrava­
ga nt cla ims abo ut the wonderful motorcar he
"
crea ted . Suffice it to say at this stage that

The other notable anno unce me nt of the
Annual General Meeting weekend was th e
plan , as yet in em bryo, to run a Pan-Pac ific
R ally to New Zealand to coinc ide with th e
opening of the H aast Pass. This promises to
be q uit e something and we have every rea son ,
even a t this ea rly sta ge, to feel confiden t of
its success.

The 196 1 National Rally is all set for
Hawkes Bay Bran ch at Eas ter and conside ring
all th e factors in favour of th e venu e, especi­
ally th e vin e-yards, it should be th e best yet .

By N. C. Ada ms

upon one occasion, wh en as th e result of a
wager the migh ty Deusenberg was set to beat
the H ispan o in a high speed end urance test,
th e resu lt was an easy win for Birkigt' s creat­
ion. O ne dou bts whether at thi s period a
more formid ab le oppo nent for th e Deusen­
berg cou ld have bee n fou nd. The H ispano is
not on ly considered by m any to be the perfect
vintage luxury ca r but also to be ju st as mu ch
a sports car. T o ca p this although mu ch
ahea d wh en pr oduced in 1919, virtually th e
same vehicle was still ad vanced both in tech­
nical design an d excellen ce of mechani cal
detail in th e ea rly thirties, a dozen or mo re
years lat er. Throughout th e yea rs it reigned
supreme very littl e was alt ered and even whe n
finally the car ap pea red with a V - 12 eng ine,
eac h bank of th is new unit bore a rem arkable
resemblan ce to th e origin al motor.

T he ca r und er review carr ies a full y con­
vertib le 4-door body by Franay of Paris. Co n­
vertibles are a t best but a compromise be­
tween very conflicting req uirements and thi s
example sign ifies a serious approach to th e
problems involved . There are wind up wind­
ows in the doors, a most neatly fitting hoo d
and a wind-up glass partition , wh ich doubles
for a rea r screen when th e ho od is lowered.
With partition up and hood half folded th is
car becomes a very han dsome " Coupe de
ville", there th en being an elegan t boudoir
on the rea r half wh erein th e owner may lan­
guidly lounge, wh ilst th e chauffeur , exposed
to the elements, copes abl y with the ste rne r



rea lities, doubtless enjoying th oro ughly Con­
tinen tal style motoring somewh ere in the
eighties! Alte rnatively wind down th e wind­
ows, furl th e lot and you have a very rapid
tourer, whi ch conjures up visions of a half
dozen or so of th e gayest young things enjoy­
ing " La Vie Sport ive." H owever, onc thinks
of all that as being in the heyday of th e car's
youth . T oday thi s grea t old car upholds its
prestige in th e role of th e perf ect vehicle in
which to indulge in fam ily touring amongst
th e beautiful va les and peaks of Ne w Zea land.
At times wa nde ring seda tely in ope n for m
through th e lovely sunsh ine and at other more
urgen t tim es as a sa loon midst th e teeming
ra in, simply whi sking past every thing else
th at creeps up on an d clutters the road.

As to one's first impression on gaz ing
at th e ca r, the eye is undoubtedly held by th e
bea utifully prop ortioned pla ted rad iat or with
its vertical shutters. T he bad ge of course
bears no na me , merely an ena melled facsim ile
of th e Swiss and Spanish flags. T he bonnet is
tall and long, th e huge swept wings well pro­
portion ed and full y va lan ced. The windscreen
is notably sho rt, but the hood is neatly shaped .
T he body ends in th e traditional " tourer"
back somewhat shor t on th e chassis, the en­
suing space bei ng tak en up by an elega nt
tru nk of the period, which is a sem i fixture
up on the luggage grid . It was probably at
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one time filled with specially fitt ing suitcases
and seems to ad d a cert ain "chi cness" to th e
general appearance. Spa re wheels a re housed
in to the front wings a nd over all the a ppear­
ance of th e ensemble is d istinct ly sporting.

Sitting in th e d river 's seat one is faced
by a fine array of black fa ced instrumen ts,
mostl y by ] aeger , str ung ou t along the polish­
ed facia in th e true vintage fashion. In ad­
dition to all the usual instruments th ere is a
voltmete r ma tchi ng th e amme ter and a han d­
some large dialled Le N ivex pu mp type pet rol
guage opera ted by a pull ou t plunger. A
noti ceab le feature of the right hand gear and
brake leve rs is th at th ey are well clear of th e
feet when en ter ing th e car and yet come well
to han d wh en driv ing. Ignition and carbure t­
ter contro ls a re in the centre of th e steering
whe el, whil st at the side of th e column arc
the littl e winders for shock absorber control.

The engi ne star ts instan tly from cold, the
clutch is light an d swee t an d, although the
length of bon net a head is a tr ifle unn erving
at first, one ver y quickly learns th at th e ca r
is so eas ily contro lled th at it' s immense size
is of no conseq uenc e. In fact th e steeri ng
lock is considerably bet ter th an th at of man y
cars 2/3rds it's size, the tu rn ing cir cle being
approximately 35 feet. The steering requi res
only 2 ~-:I turn s from lock to lock a nd is ex­
cep tio nally light and direct for so large a car.



The gear change is ju st a little tricky for on e
no t used to its ra tios, eng age me nt being by
somewhat coarse dogs. H owever, th e gea rbox
was scarcely designed for cons tant use al­
th ough of massive proportions, since th e
mo tor has been given suc h aston ishin g torque
at low revs th at even th e steepest hill ca n be
taken on top gear. For exa m ple th is eng ine
will lift th e car's two tons or so qu ietly up
th e hill fro m P iha Beach on top gear, which
is amazing when one conside rs th a t apart
fro m th e steepness some of th e corners also
force a big ca r down to less th an 10 m.p .h .
Evident ly th e ignition lever is int end ed to
be used in lieu of the gea r lever , the re bein g
a wid e range of advance and retard, which
in turn is controlled over a sma ller range by
cen trifugal governors in the twin dist ributors.
T he eng ine is most sens itive to th e manual
con trol of the spark.

The Suspension is perfe ct ion in so fa r as
th is is possible with cart type springs, ac hieved
by a ca reful combination between a very large
nu mb er of thi n and supple leaves and th e
inh erent stiffness due to the friction between
leaves th at such a system provides. H eav y
do uble disc type friction shock absorbers, ad­
justabl e by an ingenious cable opera ted sys­
tem, provides th e driver with an overriding
con tro l. No matter how rough th e road or
how loose the me ta l th e Hispan o remains free
fro m jolts or vib ration and is always easy to
handle. Not being mu ch in favour of th e
torque tube system of rear suspension, the
wri ter was prepared to be cr itica l but never­
th eless could find no fault. By deliberately
oversteer ing on th e loose stuff th e ba ck wheel s
could be induced to break away very gen tly
with th e need of the me rest touch of helm to
correct this, th e exac t throttle opening ap­
pearing to matter littl e. O ver goo d going at
speed onc simply held th e throt tle op en and
th e enorm ous power at hand seem ed to sweep
one round th e co rne rs, mastering with ease
th e centrifugal forces created .

The full y compensa ted power opera ted
br aking system is most impressive and its
feather light action caught th e tester napping
upon first applica tion. Servo power is pro­
vided by means of th e ca r's own mo mentum

and th erefore must be progressive. At th e
rear of th e gearbox is a hollow cross-sha ft
driven by helical geari ng at 1/ 64th of th e
gearbox main shaft speed. M ounted on thi s
sha ft is a 5 inch brake d rum which tu rns with
th e sha ft. Passing through th is shaft is the
sha ft ca rrying th e brak e levers and also having
brake shoes, whic h con tac t with th e revolvin g
d rum wh en th e foot pedal is de pressed. The
result ant torqu e moves th e br ake shaft, which
is connec ted via heavy cables and compensat­
ing gear to the br akes on th e road wheels.
Th is system is de lightful to use and con tem­
porary road test repo rts ga ve sto pping figures
of less th an the th eo. eti cal 100% or 30 feet
from 30 m.p .h. T he re is no doubt wha teve r
th a t th e brakes of the car under review still
act as well as wh en th e car was new, which
speaks very highl y for M r Fairburn's resto ra­
tion work . The brake dr ums are of alumin­
ium , be ing heavily ribbed an d th ey ca rry steel
lin ers. No finer mechanical b rak ing system
has ever been devi sed and it is significant that
Rolls R oyce lat er ado pted the same a rra nge­
ment on thei r own ca rs.

H owever, with a machine of such unsur­
passed design on e expected to find handling
cha rac te ristics of high order. The two th ings
th a t impressed most were first th e teriffic top
gear acc eleration from virtually noug h t to the
eig hties and second, th at a vehicle with such
a spo rting flavour should remain commend ­
ably quiet at all speeds. A high noise level
had been anticipa ted, but could n' t be found
and we were left to grum ble good naturedly
at tyres th at dared to swish loudly, a noise
that in most othe r cars would neve r be no tic­
ed . Yet all wa s not silen tly rem ote. There



were sufficient small pleasant sounds to remind
one of the joys of driving, such as the com­
panionable and rythmic pulse of the huge
motor. One sensed through the rim of the
steering wheel rather than heard, the grumb­
lings of the front wheels as the potholes strove
to deflect their flight. A faint whirr of mach­
inery served to remind that the overhead
camshaft was doing its stuff.

Competent authorities put the top speed
of the 45 h.p. Hispano-Suiza at 110 m.p.h.
in full touring trim and the power of the
engine is quoted as being rather more than
200 b.h.p. Whilst the first figure is impressive
enough for a car weighing well over two tons,
the second figure may not seem efficient these
days for an 8 litre engine. However, one
must remember that the engine is designed
to give a lot of power at low revs and at only
1000 r.p.m. some 120 b.h.p. is produced.

The owner reports that under favourable
conditions petrol consumption has reached
the unexpectedly low figure of 13 m.p.g. and
that use of the gearbox is both wasteful and
unnecessary.

Surely there are some criticisms to offer?
Yes there are if this car is judged by modern
tinware standards. It could be argued that
the Hispano lacks independently sprung
front-suspension and that some modern sports
cars could outpace it. There is no automatic
gear change, a complete absence of heath-

enish twin fins and so on! Be that as it may
your scribe is convinced, as are many others
who have driven and examined examples of
this famous marque, that to own a Hispano­
Suiza is to attain the zenith of Vintage Motor­
mg.

Technical data: Model: "Boulogne."
Wheelbase 12ft. 3ins.
Tyre size 20ins. x 6ins.
Track 4ft. 8ins.
Axle ratio 3.6 to 1.

Engine:
6 cylinder single overhead camshaft,

driven by vertical shaft and bevels. Alumin­
ium crankcase and block the latter containing
separate screwed in steel cyl. sleeves, which
were domed to form combustion chamber and
valve seats.

Bore 110 m/m. Stroke 140 m/m. 45 h.p.
8 litres Cap. Twin coil ignition. Electric fuel
pumps.

Transmission:
3-speed gearbox in unit with engine,

open drive shaft to cross member, thence via
short torque tube to spiral bevel rear axle.
Ferodo multi disc clutch. Semi-elliptic
spnngs.

Fuel tank capacity:
22 gals.

Sump:
2Y2 galls.

a more than usually interesting issue-the
Olympia Show Report Number, dated No­
vember 28, 1912. Like to hazard a guess
how many makes were on display? Well,
more than eighty different manufacturers
were wooing the prospective buyer with a
dazzling array of 1913 models at the Big
Show-and in addition to these, there were
many other makers whose products were not
represented at Olympia, which brought the
total to well over the hundred. Too bad that
they're not all with us today-but alas, of
all that multitude of makes, only a mere hand­
ful-a little more than a dozen-survived to

Vintage and Veteran Motorcycle Notes
Gone With The Wind-

Ever realise how many makes have fall­
en by the wayside since the palmy days of
pre- World w ar I? As a schoolboy incurably
bitten by the motorcycle bug, we recall hot
competition with other similarly afflicted
youths in seeing who could compile the larg­
est list of makes. Just what the grand total
ended up at, we can't remember, but it was
a formidable list. The prospective purchaser
certainly had a bewildering assortment to
choose from in those days. Just to refresh
our mem ory, we've just been going through
some old files of "The Motor Cycle." Here's

by Geoff

Rockley
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be part of today 's mo to rcycling scene. The
survival of the fitt est ? Well, as the song
says, "it ain't neccessa rily so ."
Conducted Tour-

Let's tr an sport ours elves, throu gh th e
medium of th e somewha t yellow ing and brittle
pages of that old Sho w Number , to a tou r
of the old-time mot orcyclist 's M ecca, the
Olympia M otor Cycle Sho w. We ca n only
tou ch upon a few of the glittering array of
191 3 models, of course-a sta nd- to -stand des­
crip tion would fill a wh ole issue of "B.W."
Threading our way through the jostling
crowds thronging th e a isles, we decide to
make the ROVER sta nd our first port of call.
This sweet-running a nd well-finished machine
looks trimmer th an ever with its smart silver­
an d- red tank and newl y-int roduced d ropped
top frame tube. The T R IU M P H exhibit
has seve ra l of th e " tr usties" on view, includ­
ing the new 3-spee d hub mod el, but we noti ce
th at the "sq ua re" tank rem ain s unaltered
from last year. Next , let 's pause to look over
th e big B.AT. twins, one m od el of which is
noted for its unorthod ox magne to position­
above the engine and driven by a lon g vertical
shaft . Here's another twi n with a fine reputa­
tion as a sidecar hauled-the CLYNO. At th e
SU N BE AM sta nd, we join the crowds admir­
ing these "black beaut ies" with th eir distin ct ­
ive oil-ba th cha incases. W e push our way with
d ifficulty on to the INDI AN stand , wh ere
th e newl y-introduced cra dle spring fr ame is
a t trac ting the crow ds, and we not e also that
th e 19 13 engines a re fitt ed with roller-bear­
ing big-ends. The SCOTT wat er- cooled twin
two-stroke also has its qu ot a of admirers-it's
said that you are eithe r a fan atical enthusiast
for this make, or else you hat e it like poison!
We stop at the F .N . sta nd and ad mire th e
beautifully-fin ished single and four cylinder
'shaft-d riven mod els of th is famou s Belgian
make, and then pass on to th e DOUGLAS
ex h ibit, crowde d with ad mirers of the famou s
little Rat twin . A centre of at tra ction on th e
R UDGE stand is a "1'.1' ." version of thi s
famous make, lookin g very rakish and equipp ­
ed with the famous " M ulti" vari able gear.
Right next door, the lat est B.S.A. models are
on display, looking very solid and bu sinesslike,
and with tanks finished in the well-kno wn
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green-and-cream . Here's ano the r make
whi ch is never lacking admirers-the ZEN­
ITH, famed for its "Gradua" va riab le gear­
you ju st turn a handle on the tank and th e
eng ine belt pull ey expands (or co ntracts ) and
th e rea r wheel moves backwards (or for ­
wards ) thus keeping the belt tension co rre ct
at a ll tim es a nd giving ( with in limits ) a use­
ful ran ge of gearing . 'T is rumoured , though,
th at th is system is somewhat tou gh on belts.
Next, we pau se to inspect the L.M .C. , whi ch
wh ile perhap s not as well known as some of
th e products of the larger firm s, is neverthe­
less a well-finished and robust mount. The
L. M .C. design er is no slouch-if you were
to remove the cylinde r, you would find a
novel but p ractical feature-the gudgeon pin
is mounted on a sort of self-a ligning un iversal
joint to obvia te misalignment ( the first tim e
we dism antled an L.M.C. , we wo ndered wh at
we had struck! ) W ell, we could spe nd hours
(and fill severa l pages of "B.W. " ) por ing over
th e 80 -odd exhibits- bu t alas, we must start
up our "time machine" and transport ourse lf
ba ck to th e mundane present. But as our
vision of Olympia , 1912, commen ces to fad e
from view, we ca tch a glim pse of a sign on a
ca rb ure tte r manufacturer's ex h ibit, wh ich
both amu ses us and a t the same t ime brings
a wistful sigh, for it read s-DON'T GIV E
UP MOTORCYCLING EVEN IF P ET­
ROL IS 2/ - PER GALLO N- F IT A " SEN ­
SP RA Y" CARBURETTER!
V. & V. Pe rsonaJities-

A ca ndid friend remarked to us recently,
"Isn 't it abo ut time that som eone other th an
locals appeared in your " Personalities" col­
umn ? Anyo ne would think th at nob od y ou t­
side Chris tch urc h knew anyth ing about th e
V. & V . motor cycle game !" (T his, by th e
way, is just th e gist of his remarks- a liter al
tran scription of them co uld hardly be per..
mitted to profan e th e chaste pages of
" B.'''' .'' ). Anyway, not wishing to be sus­
pect ed of pa roc hia lism , we conceded th at he
might have a point. So temporarily deserting
the City of th e Pla ins, wc transport you to th e
Edinburgh of the South and introduce you to
one of Dunedi ns sta lwarts in the V. & V. col­
lecting lin e- Ja rnes R . ( Re condit ioner) Biss­
land, the rugged individualist wh o will go



down in history as the only rid er to complete
th e Dun edin-Brighton and return run wearing
a Pan ama hat. Jim became an addict a t an
ea rly age-in fact , legend has it that the
sto rk wh ich brought him to town on his nat al
day experience d diff iculty in maint a ining
eno ugh alti tude to clear th e neighbouring
chimney-tops, due to the extra weight of two
R eading-St andard con-rods wh ich its precious
freight was clutch ing in dimpled fists. We
can' t, of course, vouch for th e truth of this,
but he did become a motorcycle fan pretty
ea rly in th e piece, and is int erested in both
mod ern and a nc ient mod els, his collection of
th e latter including Ne w Hudsons, Reading­
Standards, Super X and Indian . A recent
acq uisition of more th an usual inte rest is a
Spa cke De Luxe engine whi ch in bygon e
years formed the power unit of a Dayton
motorcycle (yes, we know th at we've been
harp ing on this make quite a littl e of lat e, but
it 's so rare th at even the discovery of an
eng ine fro m one is in ab out th e same ca tego ry
as finding a din osaur in your back ya rd).
Jim has kindl y supplied us with a ph oto, re­
produ ced herewith (we hop e ) of th e "i n­
nards" of this ra re beast just a fter he had
cond uc ted a P .M., in whi ch some of th e un­
conventiona l design features are visible-note
th e drum type crankcase with de tac ha ble end
ca rrying th e horizontal camshaft , an extension
of wh ich drives the magn eto through worm
gears, th e meth od of building up the flywhe el
assembly, th e enclosed ove rhea d in let valve
housings, and the ma ster connecting rod with
a boss wh ich carries the secon dary rod (not in
th e picture , so don 't was te your time trying

. DAYTON DISMEMBERED
For the missing rod, no reward.
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to locate it-it was away for a little a tten tion
to th e big-end wh en this picture was taken ).
A very int erest ing old bit of machinery, whi ch
Jim is tenderly restoring. T oo bad th at th e
ma chine which it once propelled isn ' t still
exta n t, some sacriligious moron having sawn
th e fr am e up for pea-stakes yea rs ago. H ow­
ever, th e placid air of Great King Stree t m ay
yet resound to the bark of the old m otor, as
Jim is planning to instal it in a Big X fram e
(how abo ut forming a V. & V. Bitza Club?) .
Pride of th e Bissland fleet, however , is th e
beautifully preserved 1923 Powerplus Indi an
-last of th e fam ous cradle spri ng fr am e
model s. There ca n be few better preserved or
mo re origina l machines an ywhere th an this
stout-hea rted old wa rrior , wh ich ca rrie d its
owne r, plus co-pilot Adrian Ad am , plus what
look ed to us to be about half a ton of va rious
items of eq uipme nt ranging from sleepi ng
bags to snow shovels, to Irishman's Creek and
back with out turning a hair-in fact , th e only
incid ent wh ich ca used the dauntless pair the
slighest worry occ ur red wh en th e long trek
was almos t ove r and the Bissland residence
had heaved in sigh t- a ban shee-like wa il,
whi ch brought our heroes to a quick stop with
dire visions of lack of oil, dry bearings, par­
tially seized pistons and the like, before it was
reali sed th at it was nothing more alarming
than our old friend Josh Mewhinney tuning
up his bagpipes in the adjacent stree t. All
in all, J im Ad ria n and the P owerplus clocked
up more th an 650 miles on th e Dunedin­
Christchurch-I rishman's C reek and return
trip-a tribute to the enthusiasm of th e rid ers
and the condi tion of thei r 37-year-old mount.
Nice goi ng, fellows!

Another Rare 'U I1-

That indefatigable digger-upper of ra re
machinery, R ay Shearrnan, has again come to
light with someth ing out of th e ord inary in
th e sha pe of on OVERSEAS. This is only
th e second exa mple of this little-known ma ke
we have come across since longer th an we
ca n recall , and it is probabl y unf amil iar to
most of our readers. Manufactured by th e
O verseas M ot or Co . Ltd. , of Birm ingh am, it
was, acco rding to the makers , "i ncon testably
sup erior to any other make for Co lonial work"



and was "built to suit the exacting conditions
pre vailing overseas ". However, apart from
perhaps a little extra crankcase clearance
(plus a correspondingly higher saddle position
from which the rider can obtain an excellent
view of the surrounding scenery ) it appears
to differ little from the conventional single­
cylinder machines of the period. We could
never exac tly see eye to eye with manufact­
urers who turned out models with an extra
inch or so ground clearance and boosted them
as being especially suited for what were in

those days rather cond escendingly referred to
as " Colonials" , wh ile still retaining belt-rim
brakes, hand oil pumps and 2Y2 inch tyres.
This particular ma chine, according to an al­
most illegible transfer on the tank , was sup­
plied by a Nelson firm , Winn and Co ., and a
Nelson old-timer informs us th at this concern
(which by the way, is still in existen ce ) im­
port ed several specimens of this make before
World W ar 1. Well , we're afraid that il
would hav e taken a lot of persuasion on the
part of the Winn boys to sell us one!

NOTES FROM THE MOTOR CYCLE SECTION
IN THE NORTH By George Woodward

I ha ve just returned from a very interest­
ing holiday-a tour of the North Island by
motor-cycle. Not, alas, the vintage Harley,
but a mod ern L.E. Velocette.

( I ncidentally I have the greatest admir­
ation for this little ma chine ) .

In Rotoru a I visited the home of Ian
Henderson who has a 4 cyl . Ace awaiting
restoration. I was warmly welcom ed by M rs
Henderson who is herself a keen motor-cyclist
and can drive a side-car outfit. She kindly
entertained me a t morning tea and I nursed
the baby while examining the file they ar e
compiling on the Ace from letters and maga­
zine articles from overseas. The Ace itself is
still packed in boxes as it came from th e
South Island so I couldn' t see mu ch of it.

Mrs Henderson gave me the address of
J ohnny Er eha, a maori Harley enthusiast at
Ngongataha and I sought him out and had
an interesting chat. H e has some H arle y
engines and gea r boxes of about 1927 / 8
vintage.

Whakatane. On further information
from Mrs Henderson I found Jack Dickson
who owns a 1921 H arl ey, he purchased new in
Sydney in 1921. This machin e he still uses
in his business as a builder and it has done
close on 100,000 miles. He can lay his hands
on a Harley 2 seater side-car chassis if any­
one is interested.

. Gisborne. Met Mi ck R obin son of Kissel
fame ' and he kindly took me home to lunch .
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I visited him again in the evenin g and he
show ed me movies of the Morrinsville rall y
and some excellent motoring books.

Then on to Napier wh ere I contac ted
Ken Rieper, club captain of the Hawkes Ba y
Club, with his 1909 Argyll car. Over a few
beers he told me that his club is alre ad y work­
ing on the 1961 National Rally and the im­
pression I gained was th at this will be another
well organi zed and happy occasion.

In Hastings I received acq uainta nce
with Mr and Mrs R ex Scarrott and Alan
whom I met at Morrinsville. I saw th e Har­
ley whi ch arr ived at the Rally and the Big
X which didn 't. R ex and Alan took me out
in the Vauxhall 20/ 60 to see a magnificent
restoration of a spring fram e Indian Chief
and a part completed veteran B.S.A., which
will be just as good, owned by a H ast ings
enthusiast.

Then back to a very nice dinner pre­
pared by Mrs Scarrott who did everything
possible to make me welcom e. Incidentally
Rex has found a flat twin H arley frame and
wants the necessary pa rts to han g on it. An y
offers?

Masterton. Visited Percy Ru ssell wh o
is doing some very good work on an Argyll
Car (about 1912 ). On the way to see him
I was amazed to see a very veteran motor­
cycle standing outside th e premises of one
Nevill e 'Warren, a Iawnrnower exp ert. This
was too good to pass by and I succeeded in



wast ing mos t of his afte rnoon by cha tt ing
in his workshop . N eville is a keen mo tor­
cyclist wh o has rece n tly ret ired from rac ing
and has tra nsferred his affecti on to the old
timers. The machine I saw there was a
1908 Trium ph and it was in good restorable
order. K en Bull a friend of Neville's arrived
later to view the T riumph and it transpired
tha t Ken cou ld prob ably help wit h parts for
1920 Big X , Indian 4 and H arl ey wh ile
N eville was hankering to ge t his hands on an
Ace 4 he knew of.

At 5 o'clo ck Neville took me to a local
hostelr y wh ere we met Neil Skut, who is
workin g on one of the first O .H.C. Nortons,
and Len Miller wh o in vited me around to his
house to see his rea lly impressive restorati on
in progress of a 1920 /1 2 Star. H e also has
a Star stra igh t ra diator and various parts to
dispose of.

N eville W arren a lso knows of a Scripps
Booth engine if anyone is interested .

Palmerston North, a former sta m ping
ground of m ine, p rovided opportun ities for
meet ing old fri end s. J ack M an ning, a firm
H a rley fan , is just putt ing th e finishin g tou ch­
cs to a supe rb restoration of a 1927 7/9 and
side ca r. E rni e Pink, w ho with his partner.
Doug. Co llison, ru ns a mot or-cycle bu siness,
has a H arl ey Peashooter a nd a Clyno on
whi ch he th rea tens to sta rt work one of these
days. Ernie took me to his hom e in th e
evening a nd we poured ove r old ph otogr aphs
of trials an d grass and beach race meet ings.

I spen t a m orn ing with An dy Thom p­
son a nd examined his co llec tion of vete ra n

and vintage m achines and th en on to Levin
wh ere I met T revor Hudson . T revor showed
me some slides of th e M orri nsville R all y and
I saw his Veteran Aus tin whi ch is to be resto r­
ed and h is V intage Austin which took him to
M orrinsville. H e gave me the address of
J ohn H a rvey wh om I visited to see a reall y
super restoration job in pr ogress on a 1923
Ford T .

In Wanganui I ca lled on Bert T on ks
whose p rem ises are full of ancient machinery
being worked on including a White Steamer.
Bri an Walk er kindly collected me and took
me to see his 1927 B arley and sidecar whic h
is in good ru nnin g order an d wh ich he 1S
go ing to rep aint and spr uce up gene ra lly. I
had a chat on the phone with K en vV righ t
who owns a 1923 P. & NI. K en is going to
England shortly and assures me he wi ll be
frat ernizing with our kind of folk over the re.

Well th is seems to complete th e sto ry of
my wanderings and I ho pe some of you have
foun d it interes ting .

I certa inly did !

1914 OVER-SEAS
" I ncontestably supe rior."

THE NATIONAL A.G.M.
The series of N ati onal Exe cutive meet­

ings and th e Annual General Meeting of th e
C lub , held a t W ellington 6th and 7th August ,
were very well a ttende d a nd mu ch solid pro­
g ress resulted .

O ur President , R ob Shand , sa id it was
most sa tisfac tory to have such a wide repre­
sen ta tion as evide nce d by th e a tte ndance of
Delegat es from both Sou thland and Auckland
Bra nches, as well as most of those in between .
I n fac t, except possibly for Stewar t Islan d .
th e whole of Ne w Zealand was represen ted .
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The recurring deficit in the "Beaded
Wheels" ac count occasioned lengthy discuss­
ion, the up shot of which was wholehearted
approval for our magazine to continue in its
presen t form an d the matter of finance to be
taken care of by ra ising th e Club Subscri ption .
Not ice of Motion was ta bled a t this A .G .M.
for th e sub. to be 30 / - and it is to be hoped
tha t this will be ratified a t next yea rs' meet­
ing. For the current yea r, a change in ap­
portionme nt of the su b. was approved . T his
will result in N ati onal Executive retain ing



15/-, and 5/ - being allocated to Branches.
W an ganui mad e th e generous offer th at their
Bra nch fore go the lot for this yea r, a nd W el­
lington Branch also offered fu rth er help if
necessary. Som e Branches may find them­
selves in som ewh at straitened circumstances
as a result of thi s emergency meas ur e, but,
said Mr Sha nd, the position had to be faced
rea listica lly, memb ers would be understan d­
ing, and on behalf of the Nation al Ex ecutive,
he th anked Del egat es for their suppor t.

H awkes Bay delegates reported progress
with arra ngeme nts for the Nat ion al R ally at
H astin gs next Easte r. All is well in hand
and we should be ab le to enjoy a splendid
event in picturesque sur roundings . Without
giving away an y secrets in advan ce, it can be
said th at the Conco urse will be on a new
basis, judged by the public ( Club officia ls
usually saddled with this onerous task sho uld
be well pleased .' }, and cars ar e to be display­
ed, under cover, on the Saturday morning.

Driving events in the a fternoon concl ude the
"performan ce for the cash custome rs", a nd
Sunday is to be devoted to an interestin g
rally run in th e course of wh ich most cars
will meet or pass all others on their way to
a private picni c spot.

O wners of Post-Vintage-Thoroughbreds
will be gla d to hear th at approval, in princi­
ple, was given to the idea of these interesting
machines being included in our activities.
Ownership of a Veteran or Vintage machine
will still be necessary to achieve full member­
ship, but an Associat e M ember will be most
welcome to com pete in any Branch event
which provides a class for th e P.V.T.

Befor e sta rting busin ess a t the A.GJvI.,
th e President ca lled upon members to sta nd
in silence as a token of sym pa thy with our
Ed itor, M ollie Anderson , who, only a few
days previously had suffered th e loss of her
father, the lat e Mr 1. M. Sh a rpe.

REGISTER AND DATING COMMITTEE Hu gh Foster , Cha irma n.

T he D ating Committee is pleased to re­
port th at since the June issue of " Beaded
Wheels" a further eigh t Veteran Ve hicles have
been "dated" , we are still encountering many
difficulties owing to lack of infor mat ion con­
cerning a nu mb er of cars and needless to say
we would be most gra teful to a nyone having
authentic informati on relat ive to the follow­
ing ca rs either by H andbooks, Sa les Cata­
logues or Motoring J ournals and last but not
least " Persona l Knowledge."

R emember even the sma llest item of
informati on will be of use.

Regal 1910-14.
F .N. 1910-14.
Pe rry 1914-1 6.
Zede11 91 2.
New Pick ? When first im ported an d for

how long.
Humber 10.2 H .P. 1913-1 5 .
Holsman 1906-9.
Our appeal last issue for copies of M otor­

ing Journals, H and Books, etc. has been to
say the leas t, disap pointing! But to those
who have hel ped be it by loan or gift, thank
vou very much.
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M ay we dr aw att ention to the com plet­
iug of Register and Dating forms, we receive
numbers of forms which are not fully com­
pleted, it is essential that acc urate details be
given, not just assumption and often guess­
work, wheelbase and track dimensions are
often wrong! take pains to deter mine or ac­
curately measure "bore" and "stroke" and
please include clea r photographs preferabl y
one side view, one front view and one or two
of engine and chass is where possible . If a
vehicle is being fully restored "before" and
"after" ph otographs will be of tremend ous
help.

Owners of American Vin tage a nd V eter­
an cars shou ld supply details incl uding seria l
nu mb ers of electrica l eq uipme nt fitted , and
"c hass is nu mbers" are mu ch mo re import ant
than "engi ne numbers ".

And now to th ose readers who are go ing
to sort out " tha t old H an d Book" or " Maga­
zine" wh ich may be in th e bookcase or cove r­
ed in cobwebs in th e att ic, our address i:-

Regi ster and Dating Committee, 63 St.
M artins Ro ad , Christchurch, SE2 .



THE RIDDLE OF THE "HAMILTON SUNBEAM"
PART II

by AAA.

Whilst th e sto ry of the car's perform­
ances in N ew Zealand as told in the last
issue do sho w th e ca r to have been an
astonish ing performer for a 1914 3-litre they
do not give any inkling as to why this story
should have been head ed a "Riddle". This
issue I am hoping to point to some of the
facts abo ut th e cars spec ifica tion that throw
quite a lot of doubt on th e au then tic ity of
much of th e so far acce p ted history of Sun­
beam racing design and a lso th at of its deadly
rival-Peugeot.

As ind ica ted in th e open ing of the pre­
vious instalment th e SU NBEAMS for 1914
are an inte rest ing syn thesis of previous Sun­
beam ex pe rience and of revolutionary Peu­
geo t design , but here-to-for e th e actua l Sun­
beam contribution has been almost tot ally
igno red and it has only been a close study
of the ac tua l H amilton eng ine and perform­
ances th at have brough t to light the various
facts and th eories that I am go ing to discuss.

It will be recalled th at Sunbeams first
entered in to racin g wi th a strippe d and lightly
tuned version of their cur ren t ] 2/16 and
]6/20 h.p . tou rin g ca rs in 19]] and ]912,
achieving great success in th e latter year.
In 19] 3 they en te red basically simila r mach­
ines for th e Co u p des V oiturettes, which was
won by Boillot' s revoluntion a ry and fabulously
fast 3-litre Peugeots. The natural reaction of
Coata len of Su nbeams was to bu y one of th e
winn ing ca rs ( th rough an int ermedi ary ) and
see wh at mad e th em tick and it was not sur­
p risin g th er efore that for 191 4 season the
racin g mach inery from th e Sunbeam stable
bore a decid ed resemblan ce to the Peugeot s
of the yea r befor e. The two major even ts
for the yea r in th e eyes of Sunbeams were th e
T ourist Trophy In th e Isle of M an wh ich was
being revived by th e R .A.C . after a lap se of
seve ral yea rs and th e classic Grand Prix de
I'A .C.F. to be hel d at L yons. The regula­
tion s for th e form er event ca lled for the
peculi ar ca pacity limi t of ap proximately 3.3
litres and for a minimum weight of 21 Y2
cwts., whilst for th e Grand Prix a ca paci ty
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limit onl y was ca lled Jar this being 4Y2 litres.
The first ounbeams of the new type to be
shown were naturally th e 1.0.1\11. ca rs which
appeared a t Br ooklands for testin g during
May whil st th e race was set down for June
] Oth, and the im me diate com me nt was that
not only did the ca rs look like Peugeots­
the y seeme d to be int erch an geab le co pies.

Four cars finall y appeared in the Sun­
beam ca m p a t D ou glas-the Guinness
brothers D ar io R esta an L. G. H ornsted as
reser ve with a practi ce ca r and of th ese four
ca rs three surv ive- Hamilto n's, S. E . Sea r's
and Sir Fran cis Sa m uelsons- the latter two
being prominent in V eteran and Vintage
meetings in Britain. As a result of having
seen descriptions of these ca rs and ph oto­
graphs of th em in ac tion, I wr ot e to both
owners and whil st no reply was rece ived from
Samuelson, Sears was most helpful even to
the extent of sending nu merous very detailed
photographs of his ca r both complete a nd
dismantled, and it was th ese tha t firs t show­
ed up the very considerable diffe rences in
the two engines and chassis.

Sear's engin e is in fact ide nt ical to th e
Peugeot specifica tion but the chass is is differ­
ent both from Peugeot and from th e Su n­
beams, as th ey were or iginally rac ed on th e
island, whilst th e H am ilton engine is ve ry
different from Peugeot , but th e chassis a p­
pears sim ilar a nd is exac tly as raced in 191 4.

The Sunbeam 's whe elbase a nd track
were or igina lly 8 ft. l Oins. by 4 ft. 5 ins,
whilst Sea rs and Sa m uelson's ca rs both mea­
sure 9 ft. 4 ins. by 4 ft. 81'2 ins. an d diff er
also in having outrigged rea r-sp rings, whil st as
origin ally raced th ey wer e as shown on
Page 2 1 of last issue. These obvious dis­
crepan cies were sufficien t to warrant a fa irly
thorough search and th e foll owing theory as
to the true development of these cars and
their successors is the result. Mu ch more
work is necessary to establish th e facts beyon d
all doubt and the publication of my th eory as
it stands is not intended to be any thing more
than the statement of a hypothesis from



which more er udi te pen s than mine ca n ta ke
ove r.

The Peu geot th at was bou ght by Coat­
al en was a logical development of Peugeot 's
previou s G .P . machines, em bodyi ng a ll th-:
hall ma rks of the " Henri school"-2 ca m­
shafts overhead, lon g stro ke, 4- valves with
th e cha ra cteris tic tappet a rra nge me nt em­
bodying return springs and a long st irr up in
which the ca m wo rked . The oiling syste m
was in geni ou sly a rra ng ed to operate with only
o ne pump in spi te of bein g a dry sum p a r­
ran gement. This pump was arra nged as a
ve ry la rge sca venging pump wh ich not only
returned oil from sum p to tank bu t also a
la rge volume of ai r which effectively pres­
surised the tank a nd thus forced clean oi l
up to th e drip feeds on th e dashboard. C on
rod s wer e of the four bolt typ e with pla in
journals w h ich were fed by ce nt rifu ga l force
with surplus oil from th e ball bear ing mains.

This pattern has been exac tly followed
by Coatalen in t he case of the Sears car
( L O .M. 4 ) and Sa muelsons ( n um ber not
kn own ) ; H a milton 's how ever ( L O .M .2 ) d if­
fers radically in hav ing com pletely d ifferent
val ve gear a ba ndo n ing th e Peu geot stirrup for
a much lighter a nd sim pler "s wing ing blade"
ca m follower and a ba ndo ning th e single oil
pu m p fo r a much more practica l dual system
of pressu re a nd scavenge by sepa ra te pumps,
wh ilst th e big ends wer e of two bolt design
wi th a marked offset un like the 4-bolt ver­
sions. This would in di cate th at Coatalen in
fa ct mad e 3 ca rs identical to th e already
p rov en Peugeot but th at he wa s too much an

( P hot o b y cou rt esy S . A. Gi bbons.)

In the Beginning - Dario Resta in I.O .M.2. with
typi cal Isle of Man stone walls as a backg-round, in

June, 1914.
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eng inee r to ac ce p t every detail without try­
ing o ut improvement s on his ow n acco un t a nd
thus one of th e team em bo dy ing th e modifi ca­
tion s was a lso made.

Now wh y o nly one? This q uestion leads
us back to the fact that there were 2 separa te
formulas to be worked upo n a nd most h is­
to rian s have sim ply glossed over th e technical
spe cifica t ion of the 4 0 lit re Grand Prix cars
assum ing th em to be mer ely scaled up ver­
sions of th e "copy" cars. A little research
aga in shows th at th e chassis dimension s of
the two sets of ca rs are identical , tha t th e
weig hts of th e cars were a lso ident ical a nd
th at the ex te rior of th e G .P. en gin e is not
like th e Peugeot a t a!l-it is the same as th e
H amilton eng ine only sligh tly larger. The
sp are differential asse m bly I hav e in m y pos­
session is ac tually sta m ped G .P. and is d im en­
t ion a lly exa ctly the sa me as the T .T. hav ing
been mad e to fit th e sa me hou sings a nd
sa me is true of th e spa re sets of gea rbox
clusters also in m y possessio n.

Thus we m ust assu me th at only 4 ca rs
wer e eve r built each with 2 en gines and 2
sets of gea ring to enable it to co m pe te under
th e two ex ist ing formulae a nd th at th e
orphan T.T. machi ne, i.e . Hamilton 's was
in fact a " flying test bed" for th e Coata len
mod ifications envisag ed for the 4 0 lit re
en gi nes .

This su ppos ition is borne ou t in th e ra ce
itsel f in which R esta driving th e ca r with
ra cing number 15 which was Su nbeam's
No. 2 machine went ou t on th e first lap with
a big end bolt failu re- a vir tual impossibili ty
in th e case of the very massive 4 bolt un its.
Ther e is a large pat ch in th e cra nkcase of
th e H amilton eng ine which was th ere whe n
he broug h t the ca r as a fu rt her co nfirma tion .

T he failure of th e car on th e Island does
not seem to have det erred C oatalen from co n­
tinuing with his design cha nge a nd th e 4Y~

litre machi nes a ppeared at Lyons a nd put up
fast times but wer e dogged w ith bad lu ck and
han di capped by lack of 4 wh eel brak es. The
war immedia tely in terven ed so th at racing
on the Contine nt was finish ed , but Coatalen
pr oceed ed to ship tw o of his 4Y2 litre cars to
Ameri ca wh ere we find th em a t Indianapolis
in 19 15 . This America n int erl ude ca n , I



feel, supply clues to th e change of chassis as
between 1914 and the present day appea r­
ance of the two su rv ivors in En gland . I
would venture to sugges t th at onl y three 4y;
litr e eng ines were made and that these were
fitted to the three chass is which used Peugeot
type engines in the Island leaving LO.M. 2
unmodified to tr avel to Lyons as pr actice ca r
( in view of its New Zealand perf orman ces it
would ha ve acquitted itself very well ) . It
thu s was maintain ed in its original sta te but
would be obv iously have been unsu itable for
a trip to the D .S.A. where sheer speed was
the sole criterion for success. The 4 Y2 litre
engines were chan ged in 1916 for 6 cylinder
5 litre units (still embodying all th e Coata len
mod ifications on the Peugeot th eme) an d at
this tim e it is probabl e that the chassis were
enlarge d as to track and wheelbase. At th e
end of the war the Am erican cars were re­
turned to En gland and were raced at Brook­
lands with some success after whi ch the
eng ines were tr an sferred to the lat er chassis
as were raced at th e LO.M. in 1922 and of
which R ob Shand possesses a very good
exa mple. This late st hybrid was gene ra lly
referred to as th e "Coppa Floria" ca rs and
they continued successfully at Brookland s and
elsewhere until well into the late 1920's.

It is know n th erefore that at least two
ea rly type chassis frames would be vaca nt in
1922 when the "Coppa Florio" machines
were produced and th at there were also 2 or
3 sur plus Peugeot type T.T. engines with no
chassis frames-what more logical th an to
mat e them togeth er ag ain after th e eight in­
tervening years in orde r to sell off th e obsolete
machinery?

From persistant rumo urs of Sunbea m
eng ined "S pecia ls" in the D .S.A. in the ea rly
20' s it is highl y probable that the 4Y2 litre 4
cylinder engines wer e merely sold in that
country when th e 5 litre Indianap olis engines
were introduced an d were never retu rne d lo
Wolverh ampton at a ll. One 40 litre car
a ppea red at Brooklands post-war and this
would account for th e last chassis and motor
though, ala s, th is ca r has dissappeared with­
ou t a trace.
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..Ph o7:Q by courtesy 1\.1 r Jon es . )

Near the End - Ham ilton and LO .M.2. as she
raced in 1927/28 with strea mline tail tank and

twin Essex carbs,

In brief then I tr ust that these few facts
may serve to exone ra te Coatalen of th e
cha nges of shee r plagtari sm whi ch hav e often
been levelled at him and I a lso hop e th at it
may result in the complete re-writing of the
191 3 Pu geot ch apter in Pomeroys "Grand
Pri x Car" which woul d a ppear to hav e taken
all its det ail from Sear's Sunbeam on the
hithert o com mon assumption that th ey were
ident ical. Th is sma ll point has led to much
perplexity on the past of the writer until he
unea rthed a very ra re ph otograph of the
eng ine of a genuine Peugeot showin g th e
steari ng box which is qquite different from
th at of the Sunbeam which used a standard
12/1 6 box down to th e pa rt numbers cast on
th e casing- Po meroy however, shows a Su n­
bea m box on his " Peugeo t" drawing an d at
once th e other differences an d perpli xiti es fell
into place! !

OBITUARY

T he Club suffered a sudden and sad
blow in the recent death of I an Sha rpe, a
long sta nding member of the Otago Bran ch
and owner of a T ipo 6c Ansaldo. H e was
a tireless worker for th e Club and th e bod y
bu ildin g effort s of ma ny bran ch members
have owed mu ch to his enthusiasm a nd help.
Vle extend the deepest sympa thy of the whole
club to his wife and family.



THROUGH OTHER EYES by M alcolm Lane

I n th e course of my work I ac t as friend ,
guide, counsellor and mentor to youths no w
known by th e ge neric ter m of de linque nts.
I t' s very int eresting once th e initial barrier
of suspicion and resen tme nt agains t ad ults in
aut ho rity is overcome and a working rela tion­
ship is established . Fortunately most adolesc­
en ts ar e in terested in cars a nd girls and as
th ese are two subjec ts I am always willing to

discuss a point of co ntac t is soon mad e a nd
th e rest is no t diff icult.

With Barry, however, I felt I was making
no progr ess. I had exhausted all th e opening
ga mbits a nd he still remained polit e, formal
an d anxious to get aw ay as soon as he could .
Barry is a good -loo king and int elligent young
m an eigh teen yea rs of age, well spo ken and
in vari ably immacula tely dres sed ac cor ding to
h is group standa rds and spotlessly clean and
tid y. H e is not int erested in ca rs othe r th an
as a m ean s of conveyance. H e does like girls
but as a rule only if th ey are of secondary
schoo l age and theref ore he avo ids discussing
thi s recre ational act ivity with me . H e is
keen on clothes but I ha ve to play th is down
as one of my proble ms with Barry is to get
him to redu ce th e fantastic am ount he spends
on his attire and div ert some of his mone y
tow ar ds th e repayment of his deb ts.

With thi s tenuou s relati onship I was most
surprised and pleased last week wh en , as he
was leav ing, Ba rry asked if I would like to
meet his friend Trevor and th e dolls. I find
it most helpful to meet my clients' fr iends but
ge nerally it is not until much later in ou r as­
socia tions that this gesture of confidence is
sho wn. I assure d Barry nothing could give
m e gr eater pleasure. He called them in from
th e wai ting room and Trevor en tered, follow­
ed by th e two dolls. E ver the littl e ge ntle­
man, Bar ry introduced them to me in that
or de r and that nomenclature. In thi s work if
nam es a re not offered it is considered bad
form to ask for th em so I acknowledged th e
intr oduc tions and asked them to b e seated .
Barry rem ain ed standing and took cha rge of
th e proceedin gs. With a flou rish , he whipped
out a new packet of cigarettes, handed them

round and held a mat ch for us. For th ree
of us, th at is, th e dolls-long cond itioned to

the manners of th eir escorts- had lit their
own ciga rettes.

" M r Lane," began Ba rry in a proprie­
toral manner, "goes for old ca rs in a big
way."

" Old car s?" qu eried Trevor .
" Yes, old cars . You know, bombs."
"Ah, bombs," said Trevor sit ting up,

"What does he do with th em ? Make hot
rods?"

" No," said Barry patiently, " Dig thi s,
man. H e is one of a gang that just goes
overboard for old bombs . They're really
wrapped in them, m an . And do you know
what the y do with th ese bombs as soon as they
get th em ? They take all th e bits off them and
pull them to pieces "

" Jeeze," said T revor, looking at m e with
admirati on , " You mean all th ese bombs a re
hot ?"

" No, " said Barry exaspera tedly, " M an ,
you' re dumb . Mr Lane is very mu ch against
anybody lifting ca rs. Aren 't you, Mr Lan e?
H e has to be, its part of his job. An d the
othe rs are like him . T hey bu y these old
bombs a nd fix th em up and paint th em up
then they put th em in a shed and br ing the m
out every now and again and polish th em up
and other gu ys from th e ga ng come round
to look at th em or maybe they go round ' 0

have a look at ano ther guy's bombs. An d
ab out three or four tim es a yea r they have a
big day and tak e all the ir bombs out. They
don't go racing or playing ch icken or anyth ing
like th at. They just d rive on e behind the
other at twenty miles an hour all afte rnoon
and then go home. I've seen th em. And
th ey reckon this is reall y living. They go for
it th e mostest. I know because I always ask
Mr Lane wh at sort of tim e he .had and he
always says it was really goo d."

" I bet this is th e same bunch, " said
Trevor, " who say we kids ·a re crazy and lack
con-struc-tive pu r-su its."

Barry ign or ed th e interruption . "T hey've
go t th emselves well organised, " he con tinued,
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" they' ve go t a place where they hold meetin gs
too. M r Lan e said 1 could go along one night

. if 1 wa nte d to, d idn't you, M r Lane? What
do the y do a t these meetings, Mr Lan e?"

1 had sensed th is one would be coming
and decided evas ion wou ld be my best policy.

"I t varies, Barry. Depends on wha t the
bu siness is."

"Well, you had a meeting last month .
What did you do at th at mee ting, M r Lane?"

There was no way to avoi d it. The
young have an uncanny and infall ible ability
to detect when adults are insince re or lying.

"Well, Barry, first of a ll we had a short
formal meeting and discussed matters arising
from the last run we had . Then we saw a
National Film Unit film with shots of our
Annua l Rally, followed by some most int erest­
ing projected tran sparencies of V intage Car
Museums taken by a member who rece ntly
re turne d from a world tou r. After that we

Book Reviews
M otor R acing Autob iographies have

been appeari ng in profusion in recent years
and in a recent issue we lament ed in these
columns the fact tha t such fam ous men and
outstanding perso na lit ies as Bugatti and
Nuvolari were not numbered amongst them.
However , the past mo nths have brought to
your reviewer 's shelf the autobiogr aphy of
an other most outs ta nd ing person alit y and one
whose impoct on the racing side of motor
spo rt has bee n greater than any other indivi­
du al since Geo rges Boillot-none other than
ALF RED N EUBAU ER-the genius behind

Me rcedes Benz racing since the days of the
36 /220's and its vast successors, the SS.,
S.S.K. and fina lly S.S.K. L. series 38 /250
machines whose vast tonnage of Teutonic
" blood and thunder" carved suc h a colour ­
ful nich e for th emselves in history.

This is a very well told and colourful
story-none of th e dreary repe tition of race
description th at has marred other books of
thi s type- it tells a human story with a wealth
of anecdo te and all with a de lightful lack
of self import an ce. In man y ways it could
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had supper and inf orm al d iscussions on mem­
bers' ca rs."

"How man y were there, Mr Lan e? An y
dolls come along?"

" I sho uld think there were over forty
at th at meeting, Barry, incl uding five or six
lad ies."

Barry turned triumphantly to the female
portion of his audience.

"There, who is crazy, eh? Who dr eamed
all this up , eh? D idn 't I tell you that when
the wh ole gang met a ll they did was sit
around in a room and look at pictures of old
bombs and talk about old bombs to each
other for ab out three hou rs."

"Jeesus" , said T revor, slowly and reluct­
antly.

"Jeesus," said the dolls, giggling like a
pai r of idiots.

1 said noth ing except to th ank them for
coming in and to rem ind Barry to see me next
wee k at the same time.

be called the story of Rudi Caracciola, who
was a protege and friend of the au thor all his
life.

We also get a t the rea l stories behind th e
careers of Achille Varzi , Lui gi Fagioli, V on
Brauchitsch and a host of other famous names
wh o have simp ly fad ed from the scene. The
authors' "gra pev ine" covered all the rival
"e qu ippes" th rough out his career and his
story gives insight in to th e whole scene an d
not merely Mercedes.

T he Auto U nion and Ferr ari and many
other dri vers and organisations' stories give
the book a wide coverage fro m a ref reshingly
person al a nd interes ting viewpoint.

A really absorbing story, well told and
well transla ted from the orig ina l German .
T he Book in Question :-

Speed was my Life, by Alfre d Neubau er.
Published by Barrie and R ockcliff.
Our copy by courtesy of T echnical Book

Co .. 295 -299 Swanston Street, Mel­
bo urne . Australian Price 31/9.

An oth er most rea da ble book of an en­
tirel y different kind has come to us at the



Camera

( P ho to br cou rt esy C. W. F. H am ilt on . )

The Coa talen vindi cati on - the Hamilton Engine as raced in 1928.

"O ld Blue negotiating the hairpin during O'Kains Bay hill climb. "
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Review

" Nor th Ca nt erbury T rial - A Vau xhall leads comp etitors through the Weka Pa ss."

(P ho to by co u rt esy S . E. Sca rs . }

The Peugeot " copy" engi ne of S. E. Sea r's car as magnificently restored.
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nOOK REVIEW-Continued.

same time. This is a very well clone Com­
pany history-that of the N ational Benzole
Compa ny L imited , wh ose story runs from
J9 19 till tod ay. The book gives not onl y
the company history in a most readabl e wa y
but a lso th e motoring ba ckground against
wh ich the company has played its role.
Plenty of illustrations man y of which ar e new
to us a re included and the wh ole is very we!!
got up and definitely not blatant ad vertising ;
we found it most enj oyabl e.

40 Years of M otoring, 1919-1 959, by
Edward Young.

Published by Stanl ey Paul, London.

Our cop y by courtesy of Technical Book
Co., 295 -299 Swanston Street, Mel­
bourne. Austra lian Pri ce 31/-.

The Motor Reference Year Book 1960 is
th e second appearance of thi s excellent an­
nu al "gm-book" whi ch gives you in sum­
ma rised form all the details th at likely to be
of use or int erest in motoring for th e 12
months period. The book is in pock et form
contain ing 215 closely printed pages in sect­
ions covering even ts of th e yea r, cars of year,
giving design ch an ges and fu ll specifications of
every car made in the world. All motor road
tests in con densed form are included and a
very wid e review of statistical gen on sporting
fixtures th rough out th e period a nd also pa st
performan ce in tabular form. Much
of th e information is aimed at the British
read er with details of legislation , continental
tou ring, etc.

T he book is Edited by Bunny Tubbs and
published by T emple Press Limited, and our
copy is by courtesy of Technical Book Co.

FROM OVERSEAS - MEXICO CITY D. Nathan

In a recent letter from my parents in Blen­
heim , Father tells me that rumour again has
it that my Sp eed Six is for sale. I commend
the "hot- on-the-scent" actions of certa in peo­
ple wh o acted on said rumour- as after all
one has to be quick and more than one car
in th e V .C .C . has its present "patron" be­
ca use of action on rumour and hearsay. H ow­
ever , I do not comme nd those a utho rs of in­
acc ura te rumour, especiall y abo ut th e Speed
Six.

I think that I wrote a couple of years ago
to th e effect th at the car is definitely not for
sale. But I will say it on ce again-"The
Bentley Speed Six belongin g to me is not for
sale and any rumours to the con tra ry should
be met with closed ears."

The ownership of th at old car has given
me more pleasure th an anything I ha ve
owned that I ca n think of off-h and, and the
only reasons I would have for parting with
it are : ( 1 ) A sa le over my dead body, and
my doctor said I am in excellent health; (2)
Fantastically stra ined finan cial circumstances
- gee, th ey would have to be stra ined ! (3 )
A stra igh t swap, or cash equivalent, for a
current model Bentlev with Radford conver ­
sion; (4) Loss of my' heart to anothe r classic

car and th e onl y ones I ca n th ink of would be
certain ra re models of th e Bugatti house (like
a T ype 50 or 51, is it, S.? ) or almost cer­
tainly a SJ Duesenberg phaeton (of wh ich
there are none in New Zealand ).

So unl ess any of th e above circumsta nces
prevail, I am sorry, but it is no d ice. I hope
th at those who might be interested , and can
afford th e time and money such a ca r seems
to absorb, ca n find the ir goals elsewhere. I
hav e had my goal for four to five years now
and certa inly wouldn 't let it slip easily.

Strange as it may seem I have seen only
th ree Ben tleys in the parts of North Am erica
th at I have visited so far as thev all seem to
be concen tra ted in the Eastern· sector. All
the cars I have seen so fa r have all been eight
litres with only onc a true runner.

I think I mentioned some tim e ago the
eight litre with a very nice Mulliner sal oon
body whi ch is in V an cou ver B.C. The old
ret ired sea captain who owns it is somewha t
hard to approach and has steadfastly refu sed
to join th e B.D .C. , but it is a grea t ea r and
he is sort of tinkering round with it, labori­
ously filing off surplus metal, fibr e-glassing
pa rts of the bod y, fitting an int eri or heater
and so on . It was not in going con dition on



an y of the times I saw it, but he is gett ing
lots of pleasure from it. It keeps compa ny
with an early model M orri s Minor in the
basement of th e house. D avid and Goli ath ?

There is supposed to be a vintage type
Bentley in the Sa n Fran cisco Bay ar ea, but
I couldn't locat e it. There are several type
"S" models gliding round Knob H ill, but I
could never get past the mink coats to ap­
proach the own ers! Those types probably
are completely ignorant of th e fa ct that Bent­
ley has been a very fam ous name for a long
time.

Then I met Dr Norman Brooks in San
Diego and his 8-litre, an open model, with
Mulliner bodyw ork I think . That is a fan­
tastic ma chine, not becau se of its condition,
but rath er the opposite. H e bought the car
three weeks before he left England and it was
in poor sha pe. " Mac" M ackenzie refused to
touch it because it was an electron model
and had all kind s of faults dating from the
tim e it was mad e. H owever , the car was
shipped to Canada wh ere the Customs
couldn't believe their eyes and wer e put in
quite a qu andar y. Norm. said it was just
junk, and eventua lly they agreed, charging
him something like nin e dollars to land his
"Junk." For th e next fou r years Norm. drove
the car continuously all over North America.
The saving grace of North America, he said,
is its chea p gas. All th at time he was doing
interneeships in hospitals and never had more
than 100 dollars to his nam e, so if the car
had actu ally pa cked it in , th en it would just
have to stay th at way. H e did tear the motor
down in Sa n Fran cisco in th e basement of the
hospital th ere and put odd beari ngs, etc., to
rights , but other th an that he has done prac­
tically nothing to th e ca r-and it looks it!
But it has a stout chassis, despite what Mac­
kenzie said about it , a nd the sea ts are still in
pla ce! I went for a short run in it and it
was thrilling to be beh ind a Bentley wheel
again. The 8-litre seemed to have exa ctly
th e same feel and ge t-up that m y Speed Six
has as I remember it. My gear changing was
out of practice though! Norm's car just
proves again that th ese old cars have tremen­
dous stamina. The car is not used now. He
has a '53 Buick, a '5 1 or '52 Ford coupe and
now a second-ha nd Bristol-and a wife and
child!
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The other 8-litre I have seen is here in
Mexico Cit y and it is one of those tales of
hardship, swea ted blood and ang uish . It is
very unfortunat e but it is in the right sort of
hands and will be put right eventua lly. The
engin e was stripped and th en came a period
wh en no furth er work could be don e and the
garage had to be given up . In th e many
transferences, man y parts of the motor ha ve
been lost, or swiped by scra p metal dealers,
so in order to make the car mobile a Dia­
mond T truck engi ne is install ed and while
it is lost under th e enormous hood, it works
O.K. as a tempora ry measur e. Currently the
body is being repainted and a new top put
on. The chassis has been re-wired and the
brakes brought up to scra tch, so now the
main problem is th e eng ine. Even in Mexico
the charges for work done on the car are very
high by New Zealand sta nda rds, or even
Am erican, b ut th e work is being done slowly.
The bod y is by Mu rphy of Pasadena, Cali­
fornia, and is the first Am erican bod y I have
heard of on a Bentley-it is quite original
and pleasant to look at , with obv iously
American lines.

R um our has it th at there is an old 6-cylin­
del' Bentley in Gu at emala that is in running
condition and used almost dai ly. Shall have
to investiga te if I get down that way from
here .

Vintage Car Club members may be inter­
ested in a day I spent on a grand tour of vin­
tage autom obiles in Los Angeles. Unfortun­
ately I did not make notes, time was short
and th e arra y was dazzling, so please forgive
me if I am out on my dates of these cars, but
it won 't be far out . Our first port of call was
to Bud Cohen and his partner. He has some
sort of distr ibuting business and is a typical
middle-aged Am erican bu sinessman. Ex­
trem ely pleasant , was worki ng even though
it was Saturday, had two telephones going at
the sa me tim e, alrea dy had a client in when
we turned up , was telling one of his sta ff
what to do, a nd kept track of the whole thing
a nd had everybody happy-including him­
self. I ha ve never seen an ything like it! No
wonder North Am ericans have heart ailm ent s
and their health br eaks early! An yway he
had abou t four vintage cars in the parking
lot of his bu ilding. A very nice Packard,
some thing fa irly non-descript, a Model T , a
R eo ( the latter two I personally wouldn 't



give garage room to despite their con d ition)
and a fabulous 1928 M erced es ssK wh ich be­
longed to Lord H owe and th e records it
made at Bonneville almost all still stand .
W how, wha t a ca r, and as low as a lizard.
It is said to be a br ut e to ha ndl e, and unf or­
tunatel y I never found ou t from personal ex­
per ience. H e also had wh at is officially
known as th e first M ercedes ever built. It is
da ted round 1894-5 and he has it under some
complica ted sort of lease from th e D aimler­
Ben z Compan y. It has been rebuilt, an d I
think it is a shame th at so mu ch money be
spent on a car which only ha s historic al value
a nd offers nothing else. T oo m uch money
ha s been spent duplica ting me tals on it and
all th at kind of jazz. The littl e deDion of
Rex Port er is the only car of that ge ne ra l type
tha t I would be slight ly interested in , though
ad mi tted ly, half tha t car is R ex hi mself!

H ave you ever heard of a junk yard th at
deals on ly ( repea t "o nly" ) in vete ran, vin ­
tage and classic ca rs? Well, the re is one in
Los An geles. H e sta rted off dealin g with
junked trucks, added old ca rs, sub tracted the
trucks and now has a flourishing business!
We went through his yard and there is all
kind s of stuff there to mak e a vintage enthusi­
ast go crazy. Old Ro lls R oyces, Packards,
B.M.W.'s, Li ncolns-in fact you nam e it or
a part and it would be most peculiar if he
did n' t have it. In the eng ine section are
enorm ous v 12 and v 16 Cadill ac, etc ., eng ines
lying out in the Californian sun along wit h
doze ns of less pretent ious motors. Rows and
rows of th is kind of stuff. In his showroom is
a La Sa lle town ca r an d a beautiful M odel K
Ford and a 1930 od d Lincoln. You could
have yourself a ba ll in a place like th at, and
a ppa rent ly lots of peop le do judging by the
size of h is business an d th e stea dy flow of cus­
tamers !

Then on out to North Holl ywood to J ack
N ethercut t's collection . This is th e only tru e
"collection " of classic cars I have eve r seen
an d I doubt if th ere are many like it as it is
str ictly a m illiona ire's ga me. H e has an
enorm ous factory building in whi ch he
manufac tu res clay pigeo ns as a side line. O nly
they are very easy to make an d ta ke up a
qu ar ter of the 16,000 sq . ft. of floor space
avai lable. T o sort of " fill in" the rest he has
this worksho p and "chamber" for the storage
and restora tion of cars. We wa lked th rough
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the worksho ps first. There he h as fou r to
five men on full -time employm ent ju st work­
ing on th e ca rs (obviously he has som e ar­
ran gem ent with the T axat ion D ept. !) a nd
the curren t model was a very un usual R olls
P3 with Fr ench seda nca de ville bodywork .
It was receiving th e full an d pa instaking
treatmen t of a complete rebu ild . N othing
was right till it was absolutely perf ect. In th e
specia l pain t booth was a late model Ferrari
race r belongin g to the son. The Ital ian coach­
work was found lack ing and so was reb uilt
a la Nethercu tt ! Just imagine th at- a 9,000
dolla r car a year old being restore d and re­
built! O ut in th e ba ck was a com plete wood­
working plant for copy ing a nd resto ring any
sort of coachwork th at might turn up.

Then th e "T reasure Chamber" whe re one
just flips his lid literally. This eno rmous
room, perf ectly illuminated so each car in it
is ligh ted by a pai r of antique headlamps on
the opposi te wall , was filled with abo ut 28
classic ca rs, all neatl y lined up. I t would be
q uite imp ossible to describe m an y of th e ca rs
as th ere were so ma ny, it was so un beli evab le,
and I wasn't able to make any notes - though
I took som e colou r photos with th e camera
balanced on boxes on th e po lished floor. I

Ford Dealers
sinee before Model T days.

CORDON HUGHAN
LTDQ

P.O. BOX 48, CARTE RTON

PHONE 8099

Sorry, we cannot supply pa rts f or

a model " N" or "S." We do have
'IT" coi ls and po in ts.

And we do provide complete ser vice
for all model s s ince 1934.



would love a P3 Rolls. H e had three and two
spa re motors complete. I had never seen a
J model Duesenberg ; he had about five,
thou gh none of them were S]'s. There were
Lincolns, a Marmon , an Issota-Fraschini,
Bugattis, Rolls P2, Du Pont, and so on.
About six of the cars had received the full
restoration treatment and had won Concours
all over the coun try. M ost of the rest were
in excellen t con dition, and some were wait­
ing for treatment. On those restored the
de ta il and authenticity was fantastic. For
insta nce, just a sma ll point like having the
slots on the screws facing the same way was
attended to. Great lengths were gone to in
order th at original mat eri als be duplicated
th rough out and so on.

Beyond the "Treasure R oom" was the stor­
age section where the spare motors I men­
tioned were stacked on special shelves. Sp are
motors complete for imm ediat e insta lla tion,
gea rboxes an d rear ends besides other parts
were likewise ca refu lly sto red . When one
considers that Neth ercutt has only seen " the
ligh t," or been " bi tten by the bu g," for two
yea rs, it is a very creditabl e effor t and won­
derful th at th ese cars ha ve found the right
hands.

One thing I learned very forcibly from my
visit to this place was the importan ce of col­
our schemes and their applicat ion . Neth er­
cu tt has gone into this matter very serio usly
an d there are no two ways about it-a paint
job can remove a car from the " pleasa nt"
lookin g ca tego ry to an eye ca tcher without
being ga udy about it. The exact tones of
colours are all important an d he has spen t a
fortun e having cars redone till th e tone is
right . This nonsense about Rolls R oyces being
black and Bentleys green is cra zy. The French
bodied P3 he had was a beaut iful sha de of
crea my yellow, a P2 was da rk blu e with slight
red tri mming. A wonderful .J Duesenberg
ph aeton was darkish blu e and lighter blu e­
not in the least gaudy, bu t wha t an eye
ca tche r ! Then the re was th e wonderful
1937 T ype 57 ( ?) Bugatti coupe in a rich
almost wine red. That ca r was an exa mple
to any paint shop . The body pan els were
made absolutely perfect and then perfectly
sprayed. When one walked roun d it one's
reflecti on in the paint was continuous an d
none of this wavy business as one passed from
panel to pan el. Inciden tally this ca r was
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d riven out to Palm Springs for some meet ,
a nd on th e return was hit from beh ind into
the car in front. Enough to make anybody
sick, but Neth ercutt's fa ciliti es put it right in
a matter of days so that it is abso lu tely im­
possible to tell of the mishap.

If 1 have used superlatives too mu ch it is
only because the y are du e, and if a ny mem­
ber should happen by Los Angeles he would
ag ree upon seeing these cars th at I have
only been understating th e facts. Just how
one would go a bout arran ging to see them, 1
couldn' t say . 1 was very fortu nat e in know ­
ing someo ne who knew these people and wh o
could arrange it for me, but I' m sur e a lette r
to the Classic Car Club of Californi a (some­
one in New Zealand must ha ve their exac t
address, I' m sorry I haven't ) would be me t
with a joyo us welcome by these peop le.

I n wh at was left of the day we visited a
couple mo re people. One was restori ng a
Linco ln Co nti nenta l of the '40's and a Pack­
ard of the '20's. There 1 discovered th is
qu aint Am erican habit of having "S wa p
M eets" among enthusiasts. They arrange a
day and an inte resting place and all sa lly
forth loaded with all kinds of junk th at they
want to get rid of. Some do very well finan­
cially out of it, others obtain parts for th eir
"jewels" th at would be impossible to get any
oth er way . This character with his Co nt in­
enta l had his lat e model " hack " just loaded
down with cogs, springs, hubs, headl amps,
glass and so on ready for the next meet!

The last port of ca ll was to an elde rly re­
tired person who had two garages th at riv­
alled th e size of his house. Maybe he figur ed
it saved lookin g after that much more garden .
In one ga rage he had his den an d genera l
workshop plus space for a very clean coffin­
nosed 1937 Ford coupe that ran like a charm
-it was his everyday car. In his den he had
all kinds of litera ture on ca rs that he had col­
lected ove r nearl y half a cent ury a nd wou ld
be worth a fortu ne now as collectors ' items.
In the other garage he had ab out eight veter ­
ans of all kinds, and all in going condition .
He also had a sort of museum of parts and
badges round th e walls and in glass cases. I
am sorry, but veterans only arouse a sligh t
interest in me so 1 can' t say much about this
collection. Some of the models were rented
out to department sto res for C hristmas. Wh a t



did interest me wer e two Stanley steamers he
had , a nd I ha d never seen one before in the
flesh. They were beauties, but the trouble,
he sa id, was to get th em going. Ge tti ng the
fuel to vaporise initially to sta rt the burner
dr ove a man crazy, and then it was nearl y
half an hour after that before th e car was
read y to take-off. Once it was go ing it was
lots of fun , but he didn ' t ha ve the tim e, an d
neither did we, for him to dem onst rat e. Eight
miles to the ga llon of white gas was wh at

the y did in normal running-kind of expen­
sive, no?

So we called it a da y. I would like to see
it all aga in with more time, and maybe I
shall on e day , but it makes a won derf ul mem­
ory . Capped it off with severa l hours in
the " Gay Nin eties" ba r in H ollywood which
is the craz iest and most delightful bar I have
ever been in. M aybe more news when I
travel an d visit Bentley maniacs and others
in the East.

~ \J7~illJ ~n=o~{1(1~
... , ..._~.

PART 4

COMPETITION! 1912-1913.
Five days rush, to prepar e the car for a

reliability trial after being stripped for the
Brigh ton Beach races and the 1908 Vauxhall
" Y2" was ready on M a rch IS, 1912 to set
off for H anmer Springs. T wenty-four cars
sta rted off on the 141 miles for the first day ,
with the route digressing through O xfor d be­
fore return ing to the main road at Ambe rley.
A maximum time of 7;/2 hours was allowed.
This was the first tim e that Minervas were
entered, four vehicles tak ing part, and Mr T.
W ithe rs of We lling ton with an Itala arrived
too lat e to start. "Mr W . J. Scott's 20 h.p.
Va uxha ll, a rakish lookin g four sea ter tor­
pedo bodi ed ca r, not finished for selling pur­
poses" is how the papers describ ed " O ld Blue"
on that occasion.

The second da y involved 162 miles re­
turning through Sca rgill to Dom ett a nd back
on the M ain R oad, with a maximu m tim e of
8 Y; hours. This day the Greta Cu tti ngs
ca used a few stops- a U nic taxicab had to
shed its passengers at one stage. A strong
wind was blow ing an d delays were cau sed
by mobs of sheep, but the roads on the whole
were good.

There were ten entries in the Trad e
Class, of whi ch four wer e withdraw n during
the course of the tr ial whereas all fourteen
Private O wn er entries ma naged to comp lete
the course.
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Jack Newell

Results Trade Class:
First Prize reliability, Gold M ed al , cer­

tificat e for non stop run, First prize pet­
rol consum ption 35. 13 m.p.g. 48 .3 T on m.p.g.
W. J. Scott's 20 h.p. VAUXHALL.

Second Prize reliability, Silver M edal ,
cer tifica te non stop run, Ad am s Ltd. 16 h. p.
Minerva .

Second Prize Petrol consump tion with
45 .36 ton m.p.g. Kibblewhite's 14/ 20 Sid­
de ley-Deasy.

In the Pri vat e O wners Class N. G. Gil­
christ's Minerva was first a nd also won first
prize for petrol consum ption with 47 .16
ton m.p.g. It is int erestin g to see that th is is
the first tr ial in whi ch petrol consumption of
the Priva te O wn ers is comparable to Trad e
Entries an d that nine non stop run s wer e
ma de, whereas only two Trad e entries hac!
such .

On December 14, 1912 ano ther Brighton
Beac h race was held a nd this was the first
appearance of the 20 h.p , Coupe de l' Auto
" Prince H enry" Vau xh all recentl y acqu ired
by Scotts. " Y2" was of course, not en tere d

The followi ng M arch was not only the
last trial for " O ld Blue" , bu t probably th e
tough est also. T his was the well remem bered
Kaikoura Trial of 1913. Fo r this th e origin al
Roi des Beiges body was used and a great
deal of preparation was involved before th e



tri al took place. In view of the nume rous
river crossings speci al pr eparations to water­
proof the motor were undert aken-these were
mentioned bri efly in a previous section.

Most ca rs or dri vers went up to Kai­
koura two or three weeks before the eve nt to
glean as much information on fords etc. as
possible , but thi s was in th e end, of littl e use,
as a terrifi c sto rm altered th e whole complex­
ion some da ys before the event.

The actu al route is worth describing in
som e detail and the qu otes are from local
newspap ers reporting of th e trial. "The ex­
tremely roug h nature of th e riverbeds can
hardly be realized by thos e wh o have not been
over the road. It is not a case of me rely
crossing ford s. The riverbeds for miles are
th e only road s, winding tor tuously th rough
hills on both sides, and th e track shifts q uick­
ly as fresh water comes down. Wheel ruts
ar e th e only guides to the road. Ev ery now
and again a soft bottom is struc k, a nd the
dr iving wheels slip ominiously with a mom en­
tary threat of sp inning round and ploughi ng
a tr ench in wh ich to lie inert. The streams
prop er had steep sides and had to be ap­
proach ed ginge rly on the low gea r. The cut­
tin gs an d turns in the road s were in th em­
selves a severe tri al for any driver climbing up

hill. The cars had to be swung arou nd turns
quickly eno ugh to avo id a dead stoppage .
. . . . . . A really hard test far more trying
th an routes in use in th e 'Old Co untry' ."

The first day on th e inland route to K ai­
koura involved 130 miles. The road was
fairly good until nearing Culverden when it
becam e loose and du sty and new shingle was
met before reaching Waiau , wh ere lun ch was
held. From here on , th e last fifty-four miles
was a real test. "At 99 miles the Conway was
approached by a vcr)' steep downgr ade of
1 in 5 whi ch seve rely tested the brakes. The
riverbed had to be tr aversed a long way and
was soft in places." Then on to ano ther soft
bottomed crossing , th e long descent into th e
G reenhills with 33 bends culmina ting in a
nasty creek at the bottom, Greenb urn River,
th e Kahautar a-rough with a fair volume of
wat er, Crib Creek, lastly th e Kowhai River
and then a final five miles int o K aik oura.
For tunately th e rive rs were low and th e main
traffi c diffi culty was mobs of she ep leaving
Cu lverden af ter the Amu ri Sheep Fai r. One
large flock of 1500 ab out twen ty mi les from
K aikoura ca used a real blockage. The North­
bou nd coach , whose dr iver persisted in re­
maining in th e middle of th e road for a con­
side ra ble distan ce, prevented cars passing.

"Kaikoura Trial - all that could be seen of Old Blue in the third ford
of the Couway River."
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The return th e following day was made
down the coast with numerous river crossings
all fairly deep, first th e Kowhai, then Kahau­
tara whi ch was ab out 18ins. deep with a ban
entran ce a nd exit , then over the Hundalee
Saddle and on to the Conway whi ch involved
three soft crossings in a seven mile expanse of
riverbed . After this the route was com pa ra­
tively straightforward ba ck through Cheviot,
a detour round through Oxford and on to
Christchurch-1 20 miles.

All stops except compulsor y ones, e.g .
lunch etc., and those for tyre troubles, ca used
loss of marks. Cars were given on e minute
in whi ch to get sta rted after the word "g o",
and as an innova tion observers were chan ged
twice dail y.

It was the usual last minute rush to com­
plete th e work on " O ld Blue ", and the car
was work ed on until 5 a .m . the da y of the
trial , when Mr Scott went home for a clean­
up , and then stra ight back to be ready for
the start at 7 a .m . When practically ready
to leave , a leak was notic ed from the radiator
hose and Mr Scott unscrewed th e cap to see
how the water was hold ing-was just going
off for water when "Right you're next " said
the sta rter . There was no th ought for the
loose radiator cap unt il they wer e away and
it began to rattle, as it was only holding by
ab out one turn of th e thread. Stopping to
adjust this would have meant the loss of five
mark s so it rattled all th e wa y to K aikoura,
the driver no doubt wondering all the time
wh en it would fall off.

Of th e eighteen entries, all exce pt th e
M etz which had had to make an adjustment
to the carbu retter, had non stop runs to
Waiau. From here on various troubles beset
the cars . The Overland wa s disabled at Crib
Creek and did not reach Kaikoura at all,
Hawkes' Unic arrived late at night with a
broken petrol pipe and retired from th e trial
and the E.M.F. which had devel oped a slip­
ping clutch was disqualified because th e pas­
senger wa s driving. Eleven cars arrived at
K aikoura with non stop runs and all were
impounded for the night.

On the first day of the tri al, W. B.
Scott & Co. had sent on e of th eir mechanics
up to K aikoura on the seawa rd route , an d
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when this was reali zed there was a real furorc ,
with th e trade competitors all demanding
Scotts disqualification immediately. H ow­
ever, the judges conside red that as he was en­
terprising enough to have thought of th e idea
he should be allowed to con tinue, but set his
sta rting position back from third to tw elveth
place . This up set a ll th e plans to reac h the
ford s first. Most of the se ford s wer e bad at
any tim e but after a procession of cars churn ­
ing up the bottom they were terrible. T ke
general idea of many of the competitors wa s
to follow M I' Scott as the y imagined he would
know th e best route-actually, the me chanic
hadn 't been of mu ch help to him.

Next morning the fifteen survivors set
off. At the Kowhai the Vauxhall went up­
stream from th e true ford , leading astra y
several ca rs which bec ame stuck, or had dif­
ficulty in crossing. Next was the Kahautara
wh ere there was only on e ford. The Sun­
beam was sitt ing in the middle of this with
a broken uni versal joint, and both B.S .A. and
Overland had to be towed out. Ah ead was
th e real problem. "The Vauxhall took th e
lead in th e Hundalee, car left 12th was pu sh­
ed hard regardless of petrol consum ption to
get to th e Conway River clear of the othe r
cars, and it was splend idly driven round th e
hills, th e driver W ait er Scott swing ing his
car round numerous bends with a free engin e
in fine style. " But when the first ford at the
Conway was reached, there was the Siddeley­
De asy Press car stuck in the middle with the
pa ssengers all sitting with their feet up on the
sea ts and th e water lapping very close indeed.
This of course, was a considerable nuis ance
to the com petitors, especially as it was the
most diffi cult crossing of all. Rop es were
wound round the extra large diameter rear
tyres of the Vauxhall , and th e ca r ente red the
river upstream of th e Siddeley-Deasy. Sud­
denl y th e driver remembered he'd forg otten
to pull up th e roller blind in front of the
radiat or, and was thankful th at his first gra b
located the string as th ere would have be en
no tim e for an other attempt, the passengers
taking heed of the Siddeley-Deasy also put
thei r feet up on the seat s, and the car was
soon enveloped in spray from every wheel.
The deepest part of this ford was the far side



with a very steep climb out onto the bank .
'O ld Blue' with clutch slipping, flywheel
spinning and water streaming out of the body
climbed out onto th e bank and was off as the
clutch gripped once more. Horses were ava il­
able here to tow cars out with consequent loss
of ten marks and many had to make use of
them .

The second ford was rather ticklish as
th e exit was soft, and by the time the third
ford was reached the ropes on 'Y2' were
flapping after several miles of riverbed. Whil e
th ey stopped to rem ove this encumbrance the
official Siddeley-Deasy (yes again ) Piper's
Cadillac, and M ortens Wolseley went into
the ford only to get stuck. Mr Scott went
upstream to where th e river was wider and
fairly shall ow-see photo-and had no dif­
ficult y. Those cars following in the same
place also had no trouble. The main pr ob­
lems were now over and it was a matter of
settling down to save on petrol, especially in
view of the amount consumed by the Vau x­
hall in getting through the H undalee first.

As cars were allowed five hours from
Ch eviot to Christchurc h, 'Old Blue's' speed
for the rest of the tr ip was about 18/ 20 m.p.h.
In the Gr etas a rear tyre blewout, and this
involved using a new tube and then battling
for a considerable tim e to get the outsize cover
ba ck on , the engine running all the whil e.
The final stretch along Papanui into Christ­
church was for Mr Scott probably more nerve
wra cking than an y oth er trial , because he was
fairly sure th at th e trial was his providin g the
car kept going,and he had visions of the even­
ing traffic-bicyles, horses and ca rts, etc.­
and that something might cause an involun­
tary stop. At 6.10 p.m.-the last car-the
Vauxhall arrived at the drill sheds where
there was a big crowd waiting to see how
mu ch petrol the car had used .

Fourteen cars completed the tri al and
only three-the Vauxhall, the Pan ha rd et
Levassor, and a Ca diJlac- -finished with non­
stop runs .
Results: Trade Class.

1. W. J. Scott 's, Vauxhall. 1,000 marks,
Gold Medal and Certifi cat e, Nonstop run ,
Fi rst pri ze petrol consumption 28.98 m.p.g.
44 ton. m .p.g.
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2. M . Stevenson's , Panhard et Levassor.
1,000 marks, Silver Medal, certifica te and
nonstop run. Second pet rol consumption
23.18 m.p .g. 38.83 ton. m.p.g.

3. Kibblewhite's, Hupmobile. 970 marks,
Bronze M edal. Car stopped in two riverbeds
and to adjust speedo.

Private Owners Class.

1. H ubbard 's, Cadiliac, 1,000 marks.
Gold M edal and certificate nonstop run . First
prize for petrol consumption went to R . O.
Dixon's Minerva with 31.35 ton. m.p .g.

The final event in which 'Old Blue' took
part was the O'Kains Bay hillclimb on O cto­
ber 27, 1913, and this was the only tim e that
'Y2 ' and the 'Prince Henry' both took part.
The hill was a long severe one out of th e Bay
and th e course of four miles was in good
condition. The first mile was an undulating
stretch at which som e speed could be attained
although there were some tr icky bends, after
this the climb began in ea rnest and pin ches of
I in 4 mixed with hairpin bend s made quite
an exciting cours e. "There is little doubt
that the sta r climb of the day were done by
M r W . Scott in th e Prince Henry Vauxha ll.
The flat was taken at racin g speed and the
curving course tackled in masterly fashion.
The Vauxhall touring ca r ( 'O ld Blue' )
dri ven by Mr Marsh and with a hea vy weight
up also performed in an exceedingly credi­
table fash ion."

There were eleven entries but two cars
were non sta rters.

Results. Open.

Trophy and first prize on formula. Vaux­
hall touring car dri ver J. M arsh, 8m in. 55
2/5 secs.

Fastest time. Prince H enry Vauxh all,
driver W . J. Scott, 7min . 27secs.

Thus finished on a high note, five yea rs
participati on in competitive events, in which
'O ld Blue' had not only brought th e name
Vau xhall to the foref ront of N .Z. motorin g,
but had already become rath er a legend
throughout the country.

Spe cial acknowledgeme nt to Mr W . J.
Scott for mu ch of- the material in these last
two articles.

Finis. temporarily.



Southland Notes
The Vintage Car Club of

Chairman: 'V. Brown.

On Sunday , 22 M ay, the S.V .C. C. held
a fifth annive rsary run to Winton some 20
miles aw ay on a bitumen road. The day was
rather damp but most of th e ca rs had good
waterproof hoods even if many lack ed side­
screens. All cars were open tou rers no sal­
oons being pr esent. All to'd there were thirt­
een entr ies ra nging from 1908 to 1928. N eill
McMillan was the only motorcycle exp onent.
H e rod e his 1914 bel t drive R over seem ingly
undeterr ed by the weather. After a few field
or ra the r mud tests the ca rs head ed for hom e.
First pri ze went to J ack Toome y in his 191 4
Humberette a nd for a pri ze he received a
copy of the boo k " Early M otor Ca rs" by
George Oliver.

On a Tuesday in J uly a socia l eve ning
was held to farewell club members Telf M e­
K enzie a nd David M cI vor and his brother
Russell who are now on holiday overseas.
I t was really enjoyed by all espec ially th e
fashi on parade wh ere suc h new fashions as
th e " ra ilway line" were dem onstr at ed . Some ­
one even made a veteran ca r out of pram

VEHICLES UNDER RESTORATION
Lindsay Dawson is a t present restoring

a T Ford of around 1918 vintage. It is a
colonial bodi ed two sea ter. The chassis,
axles and parts of the motor are completed
so it sho uld only be a few weeks befor e it is
read y for dri ving. The bodywork has yet
to be completed. Coachwork is rather un­
usual for a Ford, th ere being much woodwork
such as th e dash panel , do or cappings, run­
nin g boards and th e stee ring wheel. I thin k
Lindsay has ab out six motors so he should be
able to have it motoring soon surely.

. A younger member of the club Allan
M eredith is at present working on a 191 3
Alld ays and Onions mid get. This small wire
wh eeled two sea ter will be ve ry nice when
com pleted . F inish ed so far are th ree wheel s,
th e chassis, springs and ax les. The bod y will
hav e to be rebuilt so th ere is still work ahead
on this int erest ing vetera n .

by D. McIvor

N.Z. (I nc. ) Southland Branch.
Secretar y: J. R. Lind say, 32 Filluel St., Invercargill.

wh eels and a few pieces of cardb oard whi ch
was very well d riven by our M etz ent husiast
M ylcs Turnbull. As th e evening was suc h a
success it is hop ed th at more of a similiar
nature will be held .

The annual meeting on ce ag ain elect ed
W illis Brown as president for a nothe r term.
Ray Lindsay was once aga in elected secreta ry
and Alex Casey as club capta in. So we a re
all look ing forward to a good season of vete­
ran a nd vintage motoring.

W ell known enthusiast Shac k Sh arp has
sold his colon ial bod ied baby Buick to the
pu blican of th e hotel in Taihape . This ge nt
intends to decorate his hotel with on e 1914
Buick. Rather a n unusual end for a vete ra n
car as it will not be on the road again .

It is hop ed th at ma ny of th e northern
members will be able to a ttend the annua l
In vercargill-Riverton run taking place in
Feb ruary of next yea r. M aybe a litt le ea rly
to contempla te it but you ca n tick your cal­
endars off to make sure it is rem embered.

Clu b pr esident, Willis Brown, has been
working on his Flanders ra ceab out of around
1910. What he received was onl y tr a ilerf ull
of pieces bu t now it has assume d the sha pe
of a motor ca r. The body has been com­
pletely built there bein g none when Will is
received th e ca r. I t is an open two sea ter
with high placed steering wheel , right hand
gear lever a nd brake ; th e pet rol tank being
mounted behind the twin bucket type seals.
In terestin g a re th e com pensa ted brakes and
the ir many linkages. The drive is taken fr om
a n open flywh eel th rough a cone clutch down
a driveshaft enclosed in ·a torqu e tube and
th ence to th e combined gea rbox diff erential.
The motor , a four cylinde r has a fixed head ,
access to the side va lves being th rou gh eight
bu ngs four of whi ch have priming cocks and
th e othe r four contain the spa rk plugs. The
Flanders is ra pidly nearing com pletion a nd
sho uld be motoring shortly.

26



The Jordan bullnose Morris is a t pre­
sen t being ove rhauled. M ech anical parts of

. th e motor are so badly worn that the only
origina l parts remaining ar e the block, cra nk­
sha ft and valves, all oth er parts having been
replaced. Alongside the M orris the 4 Yt h.p.
B.S.A. motorcycle of 1910 is pro gressing
favourably. So far parts have been obtai ned
for it from ten seperate sources. M any parts
even then ar e hand mad e. One int eresting
thing was th at inquiring for parts at a local
cycle shop th e owner found for me a br and
new belt dri ve rim in origina l packin g com­
plet e with nickel plating in good ord er. The
The Jordan Sta ble has had a further addition
in the form of a belt driv e baby T riumph
motorcycle of 191 3 whi ch was found only
two blocks away. It was complete down to

Wai kato Notes

the original toolkit and ca rbide in the acety­
len e genera to r. It onl y required fuel a little
oil and attention to th e tyres; a short pu sh
and for the first time in th irty yea rs it ran
and very well at that too. Nothing needs
done mechanically, only a good clean up fol­
lowed by repainting.

Barry a nd Jack Barnes ha ve their 1924
Peugeot motoring although there is still an
amount of work to be done on the body. It
run s well and on complet ion will be a ver y
nice ma chine. Many parts such as the
pistons and some of the gea rs have had to
be made. T he main bearings Bugatti style
are rollers. Suspension is by Yt elliptic
springs transverse at the rear ably supported
by adjusta ble shock a bsorbers. For a tour­
ing car roadholding is rea lly good.

The Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.), Waik ato Branch, p.a. Box 924, Hamilton.

President: R. H. Metcalfe. Hon. Sec. L. H. F. Death.

National Rally at Morrinsville:
The clearing up, accounts, etc., after this

most succe ssful Rally last Easter, have
tak en some tim e, but th e Club has been
ra the r pleasurabl y sur prised to find that it has
finished up with a few pounds more in its
Building Fund .

The last of the Trophies (the "Hard­
Lu ck Trophy" ) took rather a long time, too,
for com plet ion, but Mr M cL achlan will
have had it a t Leeston , Ca nterb ury for some
weeks now . Certificates were sent out to all
wh o took part, commemo ra ting the occas ion.

Waikato Air Pageant, April 30th:
The Club was asked to put on a display

of ca rs at th e Pageant, whi ch was held at
Rukuhia , H amilton Airport, and ten memb ers
brought their veh icles along.

Since that date, th e club has held two
" Mys tery Runs" both of which, besides at­
tr acting man y of our own members, have
been augmented by visitors from th e Au ck­
land Club.

Malcolm Brernn er, the Assistant Secre­
tary has acquired a 1929 Chrysler tourer, in
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going order , so we expect that he will con­
centra te on this rather th an his Ford T in
th e next few months.

In June, we held a film evening in the
Old Folk's H all , H amilton , for a showing of
Nati onal Rally films and slides, and a ga ther­
ing of 75 members and friends had a very
enjoyable evening.

At the end of August (30th) we are to
hold another socia l evening, at whi ch we a rc
to be ent ertain ed by the brothers Ibbotson,
who hav e recently returned from a world tour.

On Sept ember 3rd, the Matamat a R ally
will be held , and we hope to have entra n ts
also from Bay of Plenty and Auckland. This
is held in connection with the annual M at a­
mat a Exhibition and we are the guests of the
Mata mata Public Relations Association.

It appea rs that there is likely to be quite
an Austin 7 team in the W aikat o in the near
fut ure. Roy H icks has great success with his
] 92 7 model, and he is working on ano ther,
an Austin Swallow, which he obtained re­
cently. There a re also two being prepared in
the Huntly distri ct.



Ou r Essex exper t, Lou R oberts, has
brought ano ther Essex owner into the fold-­
he is John H ill, of H amil ton , who has a 1929
Essex sedan.

The int erests of the P.V .T . men are
now being looked after by a spec ial sub-com­
mittee-convenor Barry Cornwell, of T e
Pu ke- and to this end the Club has joined

the Classic Ca r Club of Am erica , and hJ3
sought informat ion from the Vintage Sports
Car Club of G.B. on the subjec t.

At this ea rly date th e writer has already
been told of ten members who will be anxious
to go over to H awkes Bay for the Nationa l
R ally, 1961.

NELSON SECTION OF THE CANTERBURY BRANCH
NELSON NOTES

Members of the Nelson section recently
turned out for a ploughing mat ch and mach ­
inery disp lay held at H ope. Eight cars and
three motor-cycles were presented for the
delectation of th e publi c who showed grea t
interest in this, the first orga nised public
appea ra nce of the section.

The 20 /25 Rolls Royce owned till re­
cen tly by the Brice Broth ers has passed to the
ownership of Mr Wright of Ann at in Can­
ter bury much to the sorrow of local enthus­
iasts inclu ding the late owners. John Hurley
is ma king stea dy progress with the resto ration
of h is 1913 K.R.I.T. A very rare an d inter­
esting car this, and John is ma king a beautiful
job of it.

Jvan East is st ill in a preca rious position
rega rdi ng tyres for his 1912 M arion (875 x
105 ) so if an y of you can help please let Ivan
know. This is a particularl y fine specime n
of a very rare ca r and has done under one
thousand miles since new. If tyres were
forthcoming it wou ld be taken to the next
Christchurch rally.

Ch arles Scholefield 's motoring radius
has also been redu ced owing to tyre trouble
on the Scripps-Booth. H e bou ght fou r new
815 x 105's and has blown out two in under
one hu ndred miles. Beware of the old new
tyre.

A very int eresting Veteran is being re­
stored by K en Silke. I t is a twin cyclinder
Brown of circa 1902-3. Ve rtical in line wa ter­
cooled cylinders, gilled tube ra diato r a la
Pan hard , slid ing gear transmission and shaft
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driv e, genera l appeara nce very Panhard or
Sun bea m.

Now that Clive M ockett of Murchison
has given up the "Hostelery" H ampden , he
hopes to give more tim e to th e restoration
of his 1911 M artini . T his will be another
uniqu e veteran to bolster our rather th in
ranks.

Lin dsay M athias of Saxon fam e still
stoutly (no pun int end ed ) maint ain s that he
is going to restore his 19 12 Alldays and
Onions. By th e way, Lin recen tly sta rtled
the natives by capturing a very charmi ng
youn g Bride. Co ngratulations Barbar a and
Lin.

Les Roberts continues to make stea dy
progress with the restorat ion of his 20 /60
Vauxhall saloon . Les went over to K ar a­
mea at Eas ter and came home with a most
impressive tru ck and trailer load of spares.
Quite an adventuro us tr ip by all acco unts
even to th e tipping over of the trailer- com ­
plete with a 20/60- at one stage.

Ron Galletly late of Ashburton , is cur­
rentl y workin g hard on his very nice 1925
Ford T Co upe, as is Norman Gord on with
his 1926 example of the marqu e.

Our a rdent fossicker Lauric Lcvden is
still acc umulating mot or-cycle parts and is
currently workin g on a New Hudson .

T he writer is spending all available
spa re time on his 19 13 HT " raceab out in
addition to rejuvenat ing a 1928 Austin 7
chum my for his wife to terrify herself in .

Congratula tions to Joh n H urley and
Mar)' Wilkes who were recentl y engaged.



WELLINGTON BRANCH NOTES
The Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (I nc.) Wellington Branch.

President: Ch as, M axwell. H. G. Thorns.

T his Bran ch is away to its third yea r, one
as succ essful as th e past ones we are sure .

W e have a ne w pre sident com plete w ith
a P residential Car. " Daffy M axwell ," well
known to a lot of North Island enthusias ts
and to a few hard y Mainlanders who mad e
th e tr ip to M orrinsville, "Daff y" will be re­
membered as th e out righ t Co nco urs winn er
th ere .

A new Sec retary in th e person of T ony
Bru ce, a hard an d fast M od el "'1''' fan .

Mike Poynt on is st ill with us as Club
Cap ta in, his thi rd yea r in th is office a nd we
since rely hope he will act in th e sa me ca paci ty
for many mo re yea rs.

The activities of the clu b since Eas te r,
have been confined to a night tri al and a day
run on Queen 's Birthday weekend, a number
of W an ganui members took part, and a socia l
evening at Southward's Engineer ing, was well
attend ed.

O therwise a t our monthly ge t together we
have see n some fin e colou r films, and seve ra l
dozen slides of th e Morrinsville Rally, pre­
sented by Chas M axwell, Len Southward and
Fred Spe ncer.

Len and Ve ra Southward are away
again on one of th eir jaunts, ac ross the world,
the se trips are of the greatest interest to a ll
branch members as the Sou thwards return
wi th boxes of colour slides of the d ifferent
Museums they have visited . So far we have
seen the Ford Museum in America, a privat e
museum I bel ieve in Los Angeles, containing
Stea me rs only, Sta nleys mostl y, an d one
glorious Doble . Len ha s told us that from
th e time of switching on the ca r is mobile in
a minute and a half. T he M ontague Museum
with its wealth of motoring h istory rel at ing
to G. B.

H ere again , slides, rath er th an colou r
film allow us to dw ell lon ger on any car th at
catc hes the eye, suc h as th e Leyland Eigh t
of Parry Thom as, the ori ginal Blue Bird etc .

By th e way th ose of you wh o listen to th e
M od el 'I' on 'We dnesday eve ning at 7.30
p.m. on its hecti c trail bl azing trip from
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W ellington to Auckland in 1912, th e sound
effects are gen uine Model 'I' recorded by the
N .Z.B.S. at our run at 'vVainuiomata last
November.

Many Club members a re bu sy prepa r­
ing for the comi ng season , have seen a Maud­
sley in hundreds of pie ces on a workshop
Aoor , a Lagonda taking sha pe in another , a n
Overla nd co upe in a back ya rd. A certa in
D arracq has had the du st wiped off it , while
othe rs like ourselves are still making up their
minds wh ere to sta rt and wh at to do first.

The wee kend of the 6th a nd 7th of
Aug ust saw some fine pieces of Vintage
M achinery a ro und Wellington, some of it
bein g a much tr avelled and well-known in
both islands, a 23 /60 V auxhall of D. Gill
from Auc kland, and a 20 /60 Vauxh all be­
lon gin g to R ex Sca rro tt of H astings.

The occ asion being the A.G.M. of the
parent body thi s yea r held here. D elegat es
a nd suppo rters from a large number of
Bran ch es, Au ckland, Hawkes Bay, W an ganui,
Blenheirn, Canterbury, South Canterbury and
Southland, all of whom we hope were made
very welc ome, in sp ite of th e incle me n t
weather over th e week end . Vole enjoye d
very much meeting all th e visit ing member s.

In closin g it is worthy of note we feel,
th at of the 20 ca rs to reach th e finals in th e
Conco urs d 'Elegan ce at M orrinsville, 7 were
from Wellingt on .

"Not a Nairn Convo y en route to Bagdad, but
Hubert Turrill and D'Arcy Nicholson with their
respective Cadillacs taken at Irishman Creek several

year s ago."



Before Repairing-

c BUNTON LTDa
55 KILMORE STREET
Sp ec ial ist s in N ew Body Buildin g, Chassis

Strai g;' te nin g, Pai ntin g, Door Loc k and

Wi ndow Winding Repa irs , all Glass Re­

pla c em en t s a nd Ren ew ing Rotten Wood -

wo rk.

=:mAlter Repairing

WE TAKE THE DEl\IT
OUT OF ACCIDENT!

Phone 69..786

Taylor Tyre Company Ltd.
THE TYRE SPECIALISTS

NEW TYRES - RECAPPING
USED TYRES

ODD SIZES STOCKED

ALL TYRES FITTED AT NO CHARGE

167 MADRAS STREET CHRISTCHURCH
PHONE 78·795
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Restoration Technique
REMOVING BUSH FROM BLIND
HOLE. T o g-et a worn bu sh out of a blind
hole, tr y thisC~-Turn up a plu g of metal
or hardwood, an easy fit for the bush , and
a bout 2 or 3 inches long. H alf -fill the bush
with grease and insert th e plu g till it bea rs
on th e grease (don' t have any trapped a ir ).
Then hit the plug a sharp blow with heavy
hammer. H ydraulic action will force the
bush out.
VALVE GRINDING. Aft er g rind ing-in
a valve, do not om it to remove a ll tr aces of
grind ing paste by wiping both valv e and sea t
with a rag damped with water. Wipc dr y
a nd give a smear of oil to prevent rust. If
correct tappet gap is not known then a set ­
ting of not less than .0 l Oin. for a side-valve
motor should be fairl y safe. Too little ga p,
to obta in quietness, run s the risk of a burn t
valve. Som e overhead ca mshaft jobs use a
smaller ga p, even as littl e as .004in. if cams
and rockers ar e in good orde r. If an exhaust
valve ge ts burnt in spite of ca reful grind ing­
in, it points to too little tappet clear ance, or
weak springs.
CONE CLUTCH. The old leather-faced
cone clutch can be a n exceeding ly fierce
a nima l and bitt er ene my of gea rbox, d iff.,
and axle sha fts. In their da y they were
tamed with a few dr ops of neats foot oil, th en
when that got too sticky after some use a
sma ll teasp oonful of genuine " Fuller' s Earth"
wou ld work wonders . The genuine Fuller's
Earth is not readily obtain abl e now, and it
is doubtful whether th e va rious substitutes
will act Cl.S well. Som etimes springs were
fitted under th e leather to take up the drive
more gradually, but the leather soon wears
down over the springs a nd trouble recurrs.
SEIZED P ART S. " P lus-Ga s," obtainable
in one pint tin with spout when, and if, you
can get it, is a big hel p in freeing rusted and
seized parts. Just squirt it on , leave for a
day or so, and then try your luck. A badly
seized nut can often be freed by expanding
it a littl e. H old Cl. heavy hammer aga inst
one side a nd hit it on opposite side with an­
other light hammer. Do this all round if
space permits . H eat will also do the tr ick,
but it must be quick a nd seve re such as the
acetylene torch. A hopelessly stuck nut is
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removed qui ckest by splitting it with cold
chisel. This is less tedi ous th an sawing, and
less dam aging than tr ying to cut the bolt with
the chisel. Of course, one can break a small
bolt sirnp'y by a hefty wrench on th e nu t.

What it was: R ead er , D . CON LO N of Lower
H un was first in with th e det ai ls req u ired which
a re as fo llows:

The ca r in the J u ne issue of " Beaded W heels"
is a 1904 7 H.P. Br it ish Al ldays & O nion s. Ot her
inte restin g detai ls a rc:

Engi ne : I eyl., side va lve.
Bor e an d Str ok e: 101.6 x 114.2mm .
Ca pa city : 926cc. I gni tion : Co il.
G earbox: 3 speed T ra nsmi ssion : Shaft.
Bod y : -l-sea t swing-sca t to nnea u.
Brak es: Foot o n transm issio n. H a nd on rear

wheels.
Suspe nsion : Yz-ell ip t ic. Price : £ 180 .
M anufacture rs : AlIdays & O nion; P neum at ic

E ng inee ring Co . Ltd. , Bi rm ingh am .

Allday s & Onions bu i lt ligh t ca rs fo r twen ty
years, from 1898 to 19 18. T he firm was la te r re­
o rga nized a nd its pro du cts were m a rk eted under
th e na m e E nfie ld-Allday. Ca r manufac tu re ceased
in 1926 .

O ther cor rect or near co r rect answe rs were re ­
ceived from M r K . S. Da wson, wh o is none other
th a n the child in th e photo gr aph a nd from his
bro the r M r E . N . Da wson , a nd fro m K en Ri ep er ,
wh o a lso rem ember ed th e actu al ca r in qu esti on .
The ph ot ograph was ta ken in 1911 in Ne lso n
C rescen t, Napier.

What is it?
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LETTER TO EDITOR
The Secretary, " Beaded Wh eels" ,

Dear Sir,
Would it be possible for you to oblige

me with an y information on Model CBX,
191 2-13 "Talbot" .

Up to dat e I have made contac t with
many va rious Clubs but as yet have not been
successful.

Trustin g you can supply me with some
particu lars or dir ect me to some other possi-
ble source. Yours faithfully,

D . HANLEY.
Border Electrics,
D an cc Land Arcade ,
Coolangatta,
Queensland,
AUSTRALIA.

WANTED TO BUY
Back numbers of " Beaded Wheels" in
good condition . 2/ - per copy. Please
cont act the Se cretary , p.a. Box 2546,
Christchurch.

FOR SALE
Th e following back numbers a re now available
a t 3/- per copy.
March 1960 173 Printed copies
De cem ber 1959 120
Sep te mber 1959 61
December 1958 33
September 1956 33·
December 1957 13
June 1957 30
September 1956 9 Cyci~stYl~d copies
March 1956 12

To ensure immediate delivery of YOUR
magazine please inform this offi ce of
any address changes.

Classified Advertisements
CLASSI FIE D AD VERTISEM ENTS RATES

MEMBERS OF VINTAGE CAR CLUB O F N.Z .
INC. : Free for first three lines (approx. 25
words ) ; thereafter 1/ - per line (8 words) .

NON-M EM BERS: 5/ - for first th ree lines or less;
thereafter 1/- per line.

T o be accepted a ll advertisements must be typed
and be accompani ed by the necessar y remittan ce
and must be in the hands of the Editor not lat er
than the 15th day of the month befor e pu blicat ion
dat e.

Spe cial displ ay adverti sem ent s of cars for sa le
complet e with ph otos may be inserted at spec ial
and very reasonable rat es, for detail s of whi ch ser­
vice write to the Ed itor.
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FOR SALE: 1930 Series " S" Hupmobile
Carbriolet. 3 sea ter coupe, with dickey. In im­
maculate original condition . Engine just had
exten sive overhaul. Genuine mileage 42,000.
Original owner for 29 Y2 years . Enquiries to :
D avid K ay, 25 Idris Road , Fendalton, Christ­
churc h. Ph one 54- 343 pri vate ; 65-660 bus­
iness.

FOR SAL E : JEWETT parts from two dif­
ferent models. Write: C. W. Jowitt, Puke­
miro .via Huntly.

WANTED TO BUY : T yres, 600 x 23ins.
straigh t side, new or used , or will exchange
440 x 23ins. brand new . Geo . Wrav, 8 Fow­
ler Avenu e, H amilton.

WANTED : Speedom eter gea r-r ing, attaches
to inside front wheel, for M orri s-Cowley 1926
bullnose. R . A. Walker, Pukekapia, R.D .2.,
Huntly.

WANTED : One rear wh eel and hub 21-inch
for 1926 Overland . Miss Ainsworth, Bethle­
hem , T auranga, No. 2 R.D .

FOR SALE : F.I.A.T. 501 Model T ourer.
Body by Johnson and Smith, Christchurch .
Spares for all parts. An ideal ca r for a vintage
enthusiast. For full particulars write C.
Robertson , 150 Lorn Street, I nver cargill.

FOR SALE : 192 2 Fiat , 50 I S. This sports
tourer, polished aliminium bod y, red guards,
whe els and bonnet, in very good orde r
through out, is available to a Vintage enthu­
siast only. This car is the only one of this type
for sale in N .Z. Contact Bob Scott , 58-85 6
business., Cresswel l Motors, 90 C resswe ll
Avenue, Shirley .

FOR SALE : Body parts 1923 Model T Ford,
Jour door sedan . For further particulars, Les
Fit zgerald, 7 Carthew Street , Feilding.

WANTED TO BUY OR BORROW : A
Hand Book or M anual for a Fiat 509 . Write,
L. R . Green, Seddon .

FOR SALE : Bentl ey, short chassis, 3-litre,
complete but dism antled , eng ine completely
rebui lt. Also numerous eng ine spa res 12/1 6
Sunbeam. A Anderson , 20 Hackthorne Rd .,
Cashmere, Christchurch. Phone 37-82 5.

FOR SALE: Alvis 12/ 50 diff. assembly com­
plet e, 4.77 : I. , G . Easterbrook-Smith , 39
Cornford St reet, Karori, Wellington .



Now Comes to New Zealand

The Passenger Car Tyre Ihat
Pulls You Through Anywhere
Pro ved by Firestone in man y countri es of th e
world-the Firestone Town & Country is ideal
for Farmers and all those whose dr iving ta kes
them , not on ly on good roads, but also int o
rough back country tracks and soggy pasture­
land . No need for chains with Fires tone Tow n &
Country . . . th e re ar wh eel tyres which give
maximum tract ion in mud and slush . Firestone
Town & Country on the rear wheels and Fire­
stone De Luxe Champio n P300 on the front is
the perfect tyre combinat ion for safer driving,
long wear and qu iet 'thump-free' rid ing comfort
DLUS all-seaso n tract ion .

All Road~-AII W eathers ·

.-r.... IiIIi'IlII..~ •...
5 .6~



. care for your car like no oth er oil can.

NEXT OIL CHANGE GET CASTROl 'ba lanced ' SUPERGRADES* CASTROLlTE
Ad m ir a bly suitable for most new
engines in winter and sum mer .

Cor rect care for your engi nes demands four distinct function s
fro m a m otor oil - th at it lubricates , cle a ns , cools , and se a ls .

C a s t rol 's cha rac te r is tic is th at , better th a n an y other oil , it so
in tegrates ( 'balances') com po nen t ing red ien ts , tha t no on e

func t ion diminishes or in hibits the 100% performance of
th e othe r s, Ca strol al ways do es a ll four things,

equally a nd superlatively we ll .

CASTROL XL
Recomme nded by some m anufacturers
for bot h winter and summer use
and is espec ia lly recommende d
for engines with hig h mileage .

*'balanced' SUPERGRADES

The Masterpiece in Oils.

A/tvc:J'P ask f6r CASTROL k/qnced~rades.
39~2

Advertising e nquiries to be addressed to the Adv ertising Manage 1', :W Hackthorn e Road , C hris tcbu rc h. 5 .2. Publ ished by V intage
Car Club of N ,Z. l ncorpo ra ted and printed by Simpso n & 'Vill iams L td ., 169 Se Asaph St ree t, Christchu rch , New Zealand .
R egist ered a t the G.P .O . ' Vellington , for transm ission as a ma g naine, et c.


