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The most unfortunate feature of the Annual
General Meeting was that every member of the Club
was not present. In the fourteen years of the exist-
ence of the Club it was the best Annual General
Meeting ever.

The organisation of the host branch, Wellington,
cnsured smooth running, almost every Branch was
represented, and in the short space of three hours
sore very important and far-reaching decisions were
made by an assembly that had the “bit between its
teeth” and which time will prove to have been one
of the most notable meetings ever held by the Club.

“Beaded Wheels” was saved from financial ruin
by Branches very gencrously foregoing an extra five
shillings of the ten shillings allocated to them out of
each member’s annual subscription. This reflects a
very realistic attitude on the part of members—*Bead-
ed Wheels” is yours and it is only fair that you pay
a fair price for it—after that, increase sales and ad-
vertising or do what you like but please realise the
Club can not supply it to you at two shillings per
member per vear. It has won world wide recognition
and it must keep going.

Most momentous decision of the evening was
that to include a class for Post Vintage Thorough-
breds in the Club and as a corollary, Historic Racing
Cars.

It is undeniable that this decision will be greeted
with mixed feelings by some, and will result in some
muddled thinking by others. The important thing
to bear in mind is that we must not become too ser-
ious about the issues involved—air your views in the
often bare correspondence columns but for Pete's sake
do not get all upsct about it or make personal issues
out of it. This Club comprises the World's most
remote collection of motoring eccentries still existing
in the twentieth century and if the happy home is
going to be rent with dissension because of a desire to
recognise and preserve a few P.V.T's. then we shall
all be the worse for it.



There scems a certain thought that be-
caus¢ we now intend to embrace P.V.T's
the Vintage classification will be extended
beyvond December 31, 1931, Muddled think-
ing, read the objects of the Club in the little
vellow covered book of rules and reflect on
the reply “Not Pygmalion likely™.

The Club can be so much richer and
fulfil a broader purpose by the inclusion of
these two classes of vehicles without in any
way becoming a collecting ground for a mis-
celany of un-worthy cars, or derogating from
the prime objects for which it was founded.

The other notable announcement of the
Annual General Mecting weckend was the
plan, as yet in embryo, to run a Pan-Pacific
Rally to New Zealand to coincide with the
cpening of the Haast Pass. This promises to
e quite something and we have every reason,
even at this carly stage, to feel confident of
its success,

The 1961 National Rally is all szt for
Hawkes Bay Branch at Easter and considering
all the factors in favour of the venue, especi-
allv the vine-yards, it should be the best yer.

ROAD TEST No. 22

THE INCOMPARABLE
HISPANO - SUIZA 45

In this busy era of little modern Buzz-
wagons, few of us are privileged to take the
wheel of a vintage arnistocrat, propelled by a
beautifully symmetrical and gleaming engine
of no less than 8 litres capacity, It is there-
fore with some trepidation that I approach the
onerous task of trying to convey in written
words the expericnce of driving a 1929 45
h.p. Hispano-Suiza.

For this opportunity we are indebted to
Mr E. T. Fairburn who owns this magnificent
motorcar and whose infinite patience, skill
and hardwork have enabled him to present
such a unique marque in first class condition.
The task of restoration took him three and a
half vears and included, apart from all the
mechanical work, the renewal of most of the
wooden [raming within the body shell, the
steel panels of which were stll in perfect con-
dition due to the use of a special rust proof
coating on the insides before being put in
place.

In order to describe this Hispano to
readers it is of little avail to seck comparisons,
except perhaps to say that although the Rolls
Royce is claimed “The Best Car in the World,”
the Hispano-Suiza 15 definitely its superior.
However, it's Swiss designer Monsicur Marc
Birkigt seems to have been a very modest
person, who refrained from making extrava-
gant claims about the wonderful motorcar he
created.  Suffice it to say at this stage that

By N. C. Adams

upon one occasion, when as the result of a
wager the mighty Deusenberg was set to beat
the Hispano in a high speed endurance test,
the result was an easy win for Birkigt's creat-
ion. One doubts whether at this period a
more [ormidable opponent lor the Deusen-
berg could have been found. The Hispano is
not only considered by many to be the perfect
vintage luxury car but also to be just as much
a sports car. To cap this although much
ahead when produced in 191%, virtually the
same vehicle was still advanced both in tech-
nical desien and excellence of mechanical
detail in the early thirties, a dozen or more
years later.  Throughout the years it reigned
supreme very little was altered and even when
finallv the car appeared with a V-12 engine,
c¢ach bank of this new unit bore a remarkable
resemblance to the original motor,

The car under review carries a fully con-
vertible 4-door body by Franay of Paris, Con-
vertibles are at best but a compromise be-
tween very conflicting requirements and this
example signifies a serious approach to the
problems involved., There are wind up wind-
ows in the doors, a most neatly fitting hood
and a wind-up glass partition, which doubles
for a rear screen when the hood is lowered.
With partition up and hood hall folded this
car becomes a very handsome “Coupe de
ville”. there then being an elegant boudoir
un the rear half wherein the owner mav lan-
guidly lounge, whilst the chauffeur, exposed
to the elements, copes ably with the sterner



rzalities, doubtless enjoving thoroughly Con
tinental stvle motoring somewhere in the
eighties! Alternatively wind down the wind-
ows, furl the lot and vou have a very rapid
tourer, which conjures up visions of a half
dozen or so of the gayest young things enjoy-
ing “La Vie Sportive.” However, one thinks
of all that as being in the hevday of the car’s
vouth. Today this great old car upholds its
prestige in the role of the perfeet vehicle in
which to indulge in family touring amongst
the beautilul vales and peaks of New Zealand.
At times wandering sedately in open form
through the lovely sunshine and at other more
urgent times as a saloon midst the teeming
rain, simply whisking past evervthing else
that creeps upon and clutters the road.

As to onc's first impression on gazing
at the car, the eve 15 undoubtedly held by the
beautifully proportioned plated radiator with
its wertical shutters. The badge of course
bears no name, merely an enamelled {acsimile
of the Swiss and Spanish Aags. The bonnet is
tall and long, the huge swept wings well pro-
portioned and [ully valanced. The windscreen
is notably short, but the hood is neatly shaped.
The body ends in the traditional “tourer”
back somewhat short on the chassis, the en-
suing space being taken up by an elegant
trunk of the period, which is a semi fixture
upon the luggaze grid. It was probably at

onz time filled with specially fitting suitcases
and seems to add a certain “chicness” to the
general appearance. Spare wheels are housed
into the front wings and over all the appear-
ance of the ensemble is distinctly sporting.
Sitting in the driver’s seat one is laced
by a fine array of black faced instruments,
mostly by Jacger, strung out along the polish-
ed facia in the true vintage [ashion. In ad-
dition to all the usual instruments there is a
voltmeter matching the ammeter and a hand-
some large dialled Le Nivex pump type petrol
guage operated by a pull out plunger. A
noticeable feature of the right hand gear and
brake levers is that thev are well clear of the
feet when entering the car and yet come well
to hand when driving. Ignition and carburet-
ter controls are in the centre of the steering
wheel, whilst at the side of the column are
the little winders for shock absorber control.
The engine starts instantly from cold, the
clutch is light and sweet and, although th=
length of bonnet ahead is a trifle unnerving
at first, one very quickly learns that the car
is so casily controlled that it's immense size
is of no consequence. In fact the steering
lock is considerably better than that of many
cars 2/3rds it's size, the turning circle being
approximately 35 feet. The steering requires
only 214 turns from lock to lock and is ex-
ceptionally licht and direct {or so large a car.



The gear change is just a little tricky for onc
not used to its ratios, engagement being by
somewhat coarse dogs. However, the gearbox
was scarcely designed for constant use al-
though of massive proportions, since the
motor has been given such astonishing torque
at low revs that even the steepest hill can be
taken on top gear. For example this engine
will 1ift the car's two tons or so quictly up
the hill from Piha Beach on top gear, which
is amazing when one considers that apart
from the stecpness some of the corners also
force a big car down to less than 10 m.p.h.
Evidently the ignition lever is intended to
be used in lieu of the gear lever, there being
a wide range of advance and retard, which
in turn is controlled over a smaller range by
centrifugal governors in the twin distributors.
The engine is most sensitive to the manual
control of the spark.

The Suspension is perfection in so far as
this is possible with cart type springs, achieved
by a careful combination between a very large
number of thin and supple leaves and the
inherent stifiness due to the friction between
leaves that such a svstem provides. Heavy
double disc type [riction shock absorbers, ad-
justable by an ingenious cable operated sys-
tem, provides the driver with an overriding
control. No matter how rough the road or
how loose the metal the Hispano remains frec
from jolts or vibration and is always easy to
handle. Not being much in favour of the
torque tube system of rear suspension, the
writer was prepared to be critical but never-
theless could find no fault. By deliberately
oversteering on the loose stuff the back wheels
could be induced to break away very gently
with the need of the merest touch of helm to
correct this, the exact throttle opening ap-
pearing to matter little. Owver good going at
speed one simply held the throttle open and
the enormous power at hand scemed to sweep
one round the corners, mastering with ease
the centrifugal forces created.

The fully compensated power operated
braking system is most impressive and its
feather light action caught the tester napping
upon first application. Servo power is pro-
vided by means of the car’s own momentum

and therefore must be progressive. At the
rear of the pearbox is a hollow cross-shalt
driven by helical gearing at 1/64th of the
gearbox main shaflt speed. Mounted on this
shaft is a 5 inch brake drum which turns with
the shaft. Passing through this shaft is the
shaft carrying the brake levers and also having
brake shoes, which contact with the revolving
drum when the foot pedal is depressed. The
resultant torque moves the brake shaft, which
is connected via heavy cables and compensat-
ing gear to the brakes on the road wheels,
This system is delightful to use and contem-
porary road test reports gave stopping figures
of less than the theoretical 1009 or 30 feet
from 30 m.p.h. There is no doubt whatever
that the brakes of the car under review still
act as well as when the car was new, whici
speaks very highly for Mr Fairburn's restora-
tion work. The brake drums are of alumin-
ium, being heavily ribbed and they carry steel
liners. No finer mechanical braking system
has ever been devised and it is significant that
Rolls Royce later adopted the same arrange-
ment on their own cars.

However, with a machine of such unsur-
passed design one expected to find handling
characteristics of high order. The two things
that impressed most were first the teriffic top
gear acceleration from virtually nought to the
eighties and second, that a vehicle with such
a sporting favour should remain commend-
ably quiet at all speeds. A high noise level
had been anticipated, but couldn’t be found
and we were left to grumble good naturedly
at tvres that dared to swish loudly, a noise
that in most other cars would never be notic-
ed. Yet all was not silently remote. There



were sufficient small pleasant sounds to remind
one of the joys of driving, such as the com-
panionable and rythmic pulse of the huge
motor. One sensed through the rim of the
steering wheel rather than heard, the grumb-
lings of the front wheels as the potholes strove
to deflect their flight. A faint whirr of mach-
inery served to remind that the overhead
camshaft was doing its stuff.

Competent authorities put the top speed
of the 45 h.p. Hispano-Suiza at 110 m.p.h.
in full touring trim and the power of the
engine is quoted as being rather more than
200 b.h.p. Whilst the first figure is impressive
enough for a car weighing well over two tons,
the second figure may not seem efficient these
days for an 8 litre engine. However, one
must remember that the engine is designed
to give a lot of power at low revs and at only
1000 r.p.m. some 120 b.h.p. is produced.

The owner reports that under favourable
conditions petrol consumption has reached
the unexpectedly low figure of 13 m.p.g. and
that use of the gearbox is both wasteful and
unnecessary,

Surely there are some criticisms to offer?
Yes there are if this car is judged by modern
tinware standards. It could be argued that
the Hispano lacks independently sprung
front-suspension and that some modern sports
cars could outpace it. There is no automatic
gear change, a complete absence of heath-

enish twin fins and so on! Be that as it may
vour scribe is convinced, as are many others
who have driven and examined examples of
this famous marque, that to own a Hispano-
Suiza is to attain the zenith of Vintage Motor-
ing.

Technical data: Model: *Boulogne.”

Wheelbase 12ft. 3ins.

Tyre size 20ins. x Gins,

Track 4t. Bins.

Axle ratio 3.6 to 1.

Engine:

6 cylinder single overhead camshalt,
driven by vertical shalt and bevels. Alumin-
ium crankcase and block the latter containing
separate screwed in steel cyl. sleeves, which
were domed to form combustion chamber and
valve seats.

Bore 110 m/m. Stroke 140 m/m. 45 h.p.
8 litres Cap. Twin coil ignition. Electric fuel
pumps.

Transmission:

3-speed gearbox in unit with engine,
open drive shaft to cross member, thence via
short torque tube to spiral bevel rear axle.
Ferodo multi disc clutch.  Semi-elliptic

Vintage and Veteran Motorcycle Notes

Gone With The Wind—

Ever realise how many makes have fall-
en by the wayside since the palmy days of
pre-World War 1?7 As a schoolboy incurably
bitten by the motorcycle bug, we recall hot
competition with other similarly afllicted
vouths in seeing who could compile the larg-
est list of makes. Just what the grand total
ended up at, we can’t remember, but it was
a formidable list. The prospective purchaser
certainly had a bewildering assortment to
choose from in those days. Just to refresh
our memory, we've just been going through
zome old files of “The Motor Cyecle.” Here's

springs.
Fuel tank capacity:
22 gals.
Sump:
214 galls.
by Geoff
Hockley

a more than usually interesting issue—the
Olympia Show Report Number, dated No-
vember 28, 1912, Like to hazard a guess
how many makes were on display? Well,
more than eighty different manufacturers
were wooing the prospective buyer with a
dazzling array of 1913 models at the Big
Show—and in addition to these, there were
many other makers whose products were not
represented at Olympia, which brought the
total to well over the hundred. Too bad that
they're not all with us today—but alas, of
all that multitude of makes, only a mere hand-
ful—a little more than a dozen—survived to



be part of today’s motorcycling scene.  The
survival of the fittest? Well, as the song
says, “it ain’t neccessarily so.”

Condueted Tour —

Let's transport ourselves, through the
medium of the somewhat yellowing and brittle
pages of that old Show Number, to a tour
of the old-time motorcyclist’s Mecca, the
Olympia Motor Cycle Show. We can only
touch upon a few of the glittering array of
1913 models, of course—a stand-to-stand des-
cription would fill a whole issue of “B.W.”
Threading our way through the jostling
crowds thronging the aisles, we decde to
make the ROVER stand our first port of call,
This sweet-running and well-fnished machine
looks trimmer than ever with its smart silver-
and-red tank and newly-introduced dropped
top frame tube. The TRIUMPH exhibic
has several of the “trusties” on view, includ-
ing the new 3-speed hub model, but we notice
that the “square” tank remains unaltered
from last vear. Next, let's pause to look over
the big B.AT. twins, one model of which is
noted for its unorthodox magneto position—
above the engine and driven by a long vertical
shaft. Here's another twin with a fine reputa-
tion as a sidecar hauled—the CLYNO. At the
SUNBEAM stand, we join the crowds admir-
ing these “black beauties” with their distinct-
ive oil-bath chaincases. We push our way with
difficulty on to the INDIAN stand, where
the newly-introduced cradle spring frame is
attracting the crowds, and we note also that
the 1913 engines are fitted with roller-bear-
ing big-ends . The SCOTT water-cooled twin
two-stroke also has its quota of admirers—it’s
said that you are either a fanatical enthusiast
for this make, or else vou hate it like poison!
We stop at the F.N, stand and admire the
beautifully-finished single and four cylinder
shaft-driven models of this famous Belgian
make, and then pass on to the DOUGLAS
exhibit, crowded with admirers of the [amous
little Aat twin. A centre of attraction on the
RUDGE stand is a “T.T.” version of this
famous make, looking very rakish and equipp-
ed with the famous “Multi” variable gear.
Right next door, the latest B.S.A. models are
on displayv, looking very solid and businesslike,
and with tanks finished in the well-known

green-and-cream.  Here's  another  make
which is never lacking admirers—the ZEN-
ITH, famed for its “Gradua™ variable gear—
vou just turn a handle on the tank and the
engine belt pulley expands (or contracts) and
the rear wheel moves backwards (or [or-
wards )thus keeping the belt tension correct
at all times and giving (within limits) a use-
ful range of gearing. "Tis rumoured, though,
that this system is somewhat tough on belts.
Next, we pause to inspect the L.M.C., which
while perhaps not as well known as some of
the products of the larger firms, is neverthe-
less a well-finished and robust mount. The
L.M.C. designer is no slouch—if you were
to remove the cylinder, vou would find a
novel but practical feature—the gudgeon pin
is mounted on a sort of self-aligning universal
joint to obviate misalignment (the first time
we dismantled an L.M.C., we wondered what
we had struck!) Well, we could spend hours
(and fll several pages of “B.W.""} poring over
the BO-odd exhibits—but alas, we must start
up our “time machine” and transport curself
back to the mundane present, But as ow
vision of Olympia, 1912, commences to fade
from view, we catch a glimpse of a sign on a
carburetter manuflacturer’s exhibit, which
both amuses us and at the same time brings
a wistful sigh, for it reads—DON'T GIVE
UP MOTORCYCLING EVEN IF PET-
ROL /5§ 2/- PER GALLON-—FIT A “SEN-
SPRAY" CARBURETTER!

V. & V. Personalities—

A candid friend remarked to us recently,
*Isn’t it about time that somsone other than
locals appeared in vour “Personalities” col-
umn? Anvone would think that nobody out-
side Christchurch knew anvthing about the
V. & V. motorcycle game!” [This, by the
way, is just the gist of his remarks—a literal
transcription of them could hardly be per-
mitted to profane the chaste pages of
“B.W.").  Anyway, not wishing to be sus-
pected of parochialism. we conceded that he
might have a point. So temporarilv deserting
the City of the Plains, we transport vou to the
Edinburgh of the South and introduce vou to
one of Dunedin’s stalwarts in the V. & V. col-
lecting line-——Jame=s R. (Reconditioner) Biss-
land, the rugged individualist who will go



down in history as the only rider to complete
the Dunedin-Brighton and return run wearing
a Panama hat. Jim became an addict at an
carly age—in fact, legend has it that the
stork which brought him to town on his natal
dav experienced difficulty in maintaining
cnough altitude to clear the neighbouring
chimney-tops, due to the extra weight of two
Reading-Standard con-rods which its precious
freight was clutching in dimpled fists. We
can't, of course, vouch for the truth of this,
but he did become a motorcycle fan pretty
eatly in the piece, and is interested in both
modern and ancient models, his collection of
the latter including New Hudsons, Reading-
Standards, Super X and Indian. A recent
acquisition of more than usual interest is a
Spacke De Luxe engine which in bygone
vears formed the power unit of a Dayton
motorcycle (ves, we know that we've been
harping on this make quite a little of late, but
its so rare that even the discovery of an
cngine from one is in about the same category
as finding a dinosaur in your back yard).
Jim has kindly supplied us with a photo, re-
produced herewith {we hope) of the “in-
nards” of this rare beast just after he had
conducted a P.M., in which some of the un-
conventional design features are visible—note
the drum tvpe crankcase with detachable end
carrying the horizontal camshaft, an extension
of which drives the magneto through worm
gears, the method of building up the flywheel
assembly, the enclosed overhead inlet valve
housings, and the master connecting rod with
a boss which carries the secondary rod {not in
the picture, so don’t waste your time trying

-

DAYTON DISMEMBERED
For the missing rod, no reward,

to locate it—it was away for a little attention
to the big-end when this picture was taken).
A very interesting old bit of machinery, which
Jim is tenderly restoring. Too bad that the
machine which it once propelled isn’t still
extant, some sacriligious moron having sawn
the frame up for pea-stakes years ago. How-
ever, the placid air of Great King Strect may
yet resound to the bark of the old maotor, as
Jim is planning to instal it in a Big X frame
{how about forming a V. & V. Bitza Club?).
Pride of the Bissland fleet, however, is the
beautifully preserved 1923 Powerplus Indiap
—last of the famous cradle spring frame
models. There can be few better preserved or
more original machines anywhere than this
stout-hearted old warnor, which carried its
owner, plus co-pilot Adrian Adam, plus what
looked to us to be about half a ton of various
items of equipment ranging from sleeping
bags to snow shovels, to Irishman’s Creek and
back without turning a hair—in fact, the only
incident which caused the dauntless pair the
slighest worry occurred when the long trek
was almost over and the Bissland residence
had heaved in sicht—a banshee-like wail,
which brought our heroes to a quick stop with
dire visions of lack of oil, dry bearings, par-
tially seized pistons and the like, before it was
realised that it was nothing more alarming
than our old friend Josh Mewhinney tuning
up his bagpipes in the adjacent street.  All
in all, Jim Adrian and the Powerplus clocked
up more than 650 miles on the Dunedin-
Christchurch-Irishman’s Creck and return
trip—a tribute to the enthusiasm of the riders
and the condition of their 37-year-cld mount.
Nice going, fellows!

Another Rare 'Un—

That indefatigable digger-upper of rare
machincry, Ray Shearman, has again come Lo
light with something out of the ordinary in
the shape of on OVERSEAS. This is only
the second example of this little-known make
we have come across since longer than we
can recall, and it is probably unfamiliar to
most of our readers. Manufactured by the
Overseas Motor Co. Ltd., of Birmingham, it
was, according to the makers, “incontestably
superior to any other make for Colonial work™



and was “built to suit the exacting conditions
prevailing overseas”. However, apart from
perhaps a little extra crankcase clearance
{plus a correspondingly higher saddle position
from which the rider can obtain an excellent
view of the surrounding scenery) it appears
to differ little from the conventional single-
cylinder machines of the period. We could
never exactly see eve to eye with manufact-
urers who turned out models with an extra
inch or so ground clearance and boosted them
as being especially suited for what were in

those days rather condescendingly referred to
as “Colonials”, while still retaining belt-rim
brakes, hand oil pumps and 214 inch tyres.
This particular machine, according to an al-
most illegible transfer on the tank, was sup-
plied by a Nelson firm, Winn and Co., and a
Melson old-timer informs us that this concern
{which by the way, is still in existence)} im-
ported several specimens of this make before
Waorld War 1. Well, we're afraid that it
would have taken a lot of persuasion on the
part of the Winn boys to sell us one!

NOTES FROM THE MOTOR CYCLE SECTION

IN THE NORTH

I have just returned from a very interest-
ing holiday—a tour of the North Island by
motor-cycle.  Not, alas, the vintage Harley,
but a modern L.E. Velocette,

{Incidentally 1 have the greatest admir-
ation for this little machine).

In Rotorua I wvisited the home of Ian
Henderson who has a 4 cyl. Ace awaiting
restoration. I was warmly welcomed by Mrs
Henderson who is herself a keen motor-cyclist
and can drive a side-car outfit. She kindly
entertained me at morning tea and I nursed
the baby while examining the file they are
compiling on the Ace from letters and maga-
zine articles from overseas. The Ace itself is
still packed in boxes as it came from the
South Island so I couldn’t see much of it.

Mrs Henderson gave me the address of
Johnny Ercha, a maori Harley enthusiast at
Ngongataha and I sought him out and had
an interesting chat. He has some Harley
engines and pear boxes of about 1927/8
vintage.

Whakatane. On further information
from Mrs Henderson 1 found Jack Dickson
who owns a 1921 Harley, he purchased new in
Sydney in 1921. This machine he still uses
in his business as a builder and it has done
close on 100,000 miles. He can lay his hands
on a Harley 2 seater sidz-car chassis if any-
one is interested.

Gisborne. Met Mick Robinson of Kissel
fame and he kindly took me hume to lunch.

By George Woodward

I visited him again in the evening and he
showed me movies of the Maorrinsville rally
and some exccllent motoring books.

Then on to Napier where I contacted
Ken Rieper, club captain of the Hawkes Bay
Club, with his 1909 Argyll car. Over a few
beers he told me that his club is already work-
ing on the 1961 National Rally and the im-
pression I gained was that this will be another
well organized and happy ocuasion.

In Hastings [ received acquaintance
with Mr and Mrs Rex Scarrott and Alan
whom I met at Morrinsville. 1 saw the Har-
ley which arrived at the Rally and the Big
X which didn’'t. Rex and Alan took me out
in the Vauxhall 20/60 to see a magnificent
restoration of a spring frame Indian Chief
and a part completed veteran B.5.A., which
will be just as good, owned by a Hastings
enthusiast.

Then back to a very nice dinner pre-
pared by Mrs Scarrott who did everything
possible to make me welcome. Incidentally
Rex has found a flat twin Harley frame and
wants the necessarv parts to hang on it. Any
offers?

Masterton. Visited Percy Russell who
is doing some very good work on an Argyll
Car (about 1912). On the way to see him
I was amazed to see a very veteran motor-
cycle standing outside the premises of one
Neville Warren, a lawnmower expert. This
was too good to pass by and 1 succeeded in



wasting most ol his afternoon by chatting
in his workshop. MNeville is a keen motor-
cvelist who has recently retired from racing
and has transferred his aflection to the old
timers. The machine I saw there was a
1908 Triumph and it was in good restorable
order. Ken Bull a friend of Neville’s arrived
later to view the Triumph and it transpired
that Ken could probably help with parts for
1920 Big X, Indian 4 and Harley while
Meville was hankering to get his hands on an
Ace 4 he knew of.

At 5 o'clock Neville took me ta a local
hostelry where we met Neil Skut, who is
working on one of the first O.H.C. Nortons,
and Len Miller who invited me around to his
house to see his really impressive restoration
in progress of a 1920/12 5Star. He also has
a Star straight radiator and various parts to
dispose of.

Neville Warren also knows of a Scripps
Booth engine if anyone is interested.

Palmerston North, a former stamping
ground of mine, provided opportunities fer
meeting old friends.  Jack Manning, a firm
Harley fan, is just putting the finishing touch-
¢5 to a superb restoration of a 1927 7/9 and
side car. Ernie Pink, who with his partner.
Doug, Collison, runs a motor-cycle business,
has a Harley Peashooter and a Clvno on
which he threatens to start work one of thesc
days. LErnic took me to his home in the
evening and we poured over old photographs
of trials and grass and beach race meetings.

I spent a morning with Andy Thomp-
son and examined his collection of veteran

and vintage machines and then on to Levin
where I met Trevor Hudson., Trevor showed
me some slides of the Morrinsville Rally and
I saw his Veteran Austin which is to be restor-
ed and his Vintage Austin which took him to
Morrinsville.  He gave me the address of
John Harvey whom 1 visited to see a really
super restoration job in progress on a 1923
Ford T.

In Wanganui I called on Bert Tonks
whose premises are full of ancient machinery
being worked on including a2 White Steamer.
Brian Walker kindly collected me and took
me to see his 1927 Harley and sidecar which
is in good running order and which he is
going to repaint and spruce up generally, 1
had a chat on the phone with Ken Wright
who owns a 1923 P. & M. Ken is going to

England shortlv and assures me he will be
fraternizing with our kind of folk over there.
Well this seems to complete the story of
my wanderings and I hope some of vou have
found it interesting.
I certainly did!

1914 OVER-SEAS
“Incontestably superior.”

s

THE NATIONAL A.G.M.

The series of National Executive meet-
ings and the Annual General Meeting of the
Club, held at Wellington 6th and 7th August,
were very well attended and much solid pro-
gress resulted.

Our President, Rob Shand, said it was
most satisfactory to have such a wide repre-
sentation as evidenced by the attendance of
Delegates from both Southland and Auckland
Branches, as well as most of those in batween.
In fact, except possibly for Stewart Island.
the whole of New Zealand was represented.

The recurring deficit in the “Beaded
Wheels” account occasioned lengthy discuss-
ion, the upshot of which was wholehecarted
approval for our magazine to continue in its
present form and the matter of finance to be
taken care of by raising the Club Subscription.
Notice of Motion was tabled at this A.G.M.
for the sub. to be 30/- and it is to be hopad
that this will be ratified at next years’ meet-
ing. For the current year, a change in ap-
portionment of the sub. was approved. This
will result in National Fxecutive rotaining



15/-, and 5/- being allocated to Branches.
Wanganui made the generous offer that their
Branch forego the lot for this year, and Wel-
lington Branch also offered further help if
necessary. Some Branches may find them-
selves in somewhat straitened circumstances
as a result of this emergency measure, but,
said Mr Shand, the position had to be faced
realistically, members would be understand-
ing, and on behalf of the National Executive,
he thanked Delegates for their support.
Hawkes Bay delegates reported progress
with arrangements for the National Rally at
Hastings next Easter. All is well in hand
and we should be able to enjov a splendid
event in picturesque surroundings. Without
giving away any secrets in advance, it can be
said that the Concourse will be on a new
basis, judged by the public (Club officials
usually saddled with this onerous task should
be well pleased!), and cars are to be display-
ed, under cover, on the Saturday morning.

Driving events in the afternoon conclude the
“performance for the cash customers”, and
Sunday is to be devoted to an interesting
rally run in the course of which most cars
will meet or pass all others on their way to
a private picnic spot.

Owners of Post-Vintage-Thoroughbreds
will be glad to hear that approval, in princi-
ple, was given to the idea of these interesting
machines being included in our activities.
Ownership of a Veteran or Vintage machin:
will still be necessary to achieve full member-
ship, but an Associate Member will be most
welcome to compete in any Branch event
which provides a class for the P.V.T.

Before starting business at the A.G.M.,
the President called upon members to stand
in silence as a token of sympathy with our
Editor, Mollic Anderson, who, only a few
days previously had suffered the loss of her
father, the late Mr I. M, Sharpe.

REGISTER AND DATING

The Dating Committee is pleased to re-
port that since the June issue of “Beaded
Wheels” a further eight Veteran Vehicles have
been “dated”, we are still encountering many
difficultics owing to lack of information con-
cerning a number of cars and ncedless to say
we would be most grateful to anyone having
authentic information relative to the follow-
ing cars either by Handbooks, Sales Cata-
logues or Motoring Journals and last but not
least “Personal Knowledge.”

Remember even the smallest item of
information will be of use.

Regal 1910-14.

F.N. 1910-14.

Perry 1914-16.

Zedel 1912,

New Pick? When fust imported and for
how long.

Humber 10.2 H.P. 1913-15,

Holsman 1906-9.

Our appeal last issue for copies of Motor-
ing Journals, Hand Books, etc. has been to
say the least, disappointing! But to those
who have helped be it by loan or gilt, thank
vou very much.

COMMITTEE

Hugh Foster, Chairman.

May we draw attention to the complet-
ing of Register and Dating forms, we receive
numbers of forms which are not fully com-
pleted, it is essential that accurate details be
given, not just assumption and often guess-
work, wheelbase and track dimensions are
olten wrong! take pains to determine or ac-
curately measure “bore” and “stroke” and
please include clear photographs preferably
one side view, one [ront view and one or twa
of engine and chassis where possible. If a
vehicle is being fully restored “before” and
“after” photographs will be of tremendous
help.

Owners of American Vintage and Veter-
an cars should supply details including seria!
numbers of electrical equipment fitted, and
“chassis numbers” are much more important
than “engine numbers”.

And now to those readers who are going
to sort out “'that ald Hand Book" or “Maga-
zine”" which may be in the bookcase or cover-
ed in cobwebs in the attic, our address 1:—

Register and Dating Committee, 63 St.
Martins Road, Christchurch, SEZ.



THE RIDDLE OF THE “HAMILTON SUNBEAM”

by A.AA.

PART 11

Whilst the story of the car’s perform-
ances in MNew Zealand as told in the last
issue do show the car to have been an
astonishing performer for a 1914 3-litre they
do not give any inkling as to why this story
should have been headed a “Riddle”, This
issue [ am hoping to point to some of the
facts about the cars specification that throw
quite a lot of doubt on the authenticity of
much of the so far accepted history of Sun-
beam racing design and also that of its deadly
rival—Peugeot,

As indicated in the opening of the pre-
vious instalment the SUNBEAMS for 1914
are an interesting synthesis of previous Sun-
beam experience and of revolutionary Peu-
geot design, but here-to-fore the actual Sun-
beam contribution has been almost totally
ignored and it has only been a close study
of the actual Hamilton engine and perform-
ances that have brought to light the various
facts and theories that I am going to discuss.

It will be recalled that Sunbeams first
entered into racing with a stripped and lightly
tuned version of their current 12/16 and
16/20 h.p. touring cars in 1911 and 1912,
achieving great success in the latter year.
In 1913 they entered basically similar mach-
ines for the Coup des Voiturettes, which was
won by Boillot's revoluntionary and fabulousiy
fast 3-litre Peugeots. The natural reaction of
Coatalen of Sunbeams was to buy one of the
winning cars (through an intermediary) and
see what made them tick and it was not sur-
prising therefore that for 1914 season the
racing machinery [rom the Sunbeam stable
bore a decided resemblance to the Peugeots
of the yecar belore. The two major events
for the year in the eyes of Sunbeams were the
Tourist Trophy in the Isle of Man which was
being revived by the R.A.C. alter a lapse of
several years and the classic Grand Prix de
I'A.C.F. to be held at Lyons. The regula-
tions for the former event called for the
peculiar capacity limit of approximately 3.3
litres and for a minimum weight of 2114
cwts,, whilst for the Grand Prix a capacity

limit only was called for this being 434 litres,
The first sunbeams of the new type to be
shown were naturally the 1.O.M. cars which
appeared at Brooklands for testing during
May whilst the race was set down for June
10th, and the immediate comment was that
not only did the cars look like Prugeots—
they seemed to be interchangeable copies.

Four cars finally appeared in the Sun-
beam camp at  Douglas—the Guinness
brothers Dario Resta an L. G. Hornsted as
rescrve with a practice car and of these four
cars three survive—Hamilton's, 5. E. Sear’s
and Sir Francis Samuelsons—the latter two
being prominent in Veteran and Vintage
meetings in Britain. As a result of having
seen descriptions of these cars and photo-
graphs of them in action, I wrote to both
owners and whilst no reply was received [rom
Samuelson, Sears was most helpful even to
the extent of sending numerous very detailed
photographs of his car both complete and
dismantled, and it was these that first show-
ed up the very considerable differences in
the two engines and chassis,

Sear's engine is in fact identical to the
Peugeot specification but the chassis is differ-
ent both from Peugeot and from the Sun-
beams, as they were originally raced on the
island, whilst the Hamilton engine is very
different from Peugeot, but the chassis ap-
pears similar and is exactly as raced in 1914,

The Sunbecam’s wheelbase and track
were originally 8 ft. 10 ins. by 4 ft. 5 ins.
whilst Sears and Samuelson’s cars both mea-
sure 9 ft. 4 ins. by 4 ft. 8% ins. and differ
also in having outrigged rear-springs, whilst as
originally raced they were as shown on
Page 21 of last issue. These obvious dis-
crepancies were sufficient to warrant a lairly
thorough search and the [ollowing theory as
to the true development of these cars and
their successors is the result.  Much more
work is necessary to establish the facts beyond
all doubt and the publication of my theory as
it stands is not intended to be anything more
than the statement of a hypothesis from



which more erudite pens than mine can take
OVEr.

The Peugeot that was bought by Coat-
alen was a logical development of Peugeot's
previous G.P. machines, embodying all the
hallmarks of the “Henri school”—2 cam-
shafts overhead, long stroke, 4-valves with
the characteristic tappet arrangement ¢m-
bodying return springs and a long stirrup in
which the cam worked. The oiling system
was ingeniously arranged to operate with only
one pump in spite of being a dry sump ar-
rangement. This pump was arranged as a
very large scavenging pump which not oniy
returned oil from sump to tank but also a
large volume of air which effectively pres-
surised the tank and thus forced clean oil
up to the drip feeds on the dashboard. Con
rods were of the four bolt type with plamn
journals which were fed by centrifugal force
with surplus oil from the ball bearing mains.

This pattern has been exactly followed
by Coatalen in the case of the Sears car
(1.OM. 4} and Samuelsons (number not
known ) ; Hamilton's however (1.O.M.2) dif-
fers radically in having completely different
valve gear abandoning the Peugeot stirrup for
a much lighter and simpler “swinging blade”
cam follower and abandoning the single oii
pump for a much more practical dual system
of pressure and scavenge by separate pumps,
whilst the big ends were of two bolt design
with a marked offset unlike the 4-bolt ver-
sions. This would indicate that Coatalen in
fact made 3 cars identical to the already
proven Peugeot but that he was too much an

{Phote by courtesy 5 A, Gibbans, )

In the Beginning — Dario Resta in LOM.2. with
typical Isle of Man stone walls as a background, in
June, 1914.

engineer to accept cvery detail without try-
ing out improvements on his own account and
thus one of the team embodying the modifica-
tions was also made,

Mow why only one? This question leads
us back to the fact that there were 2 separate
formulas to be worked upon and most his-
torians have simply glossed over the technical
specification of the 414 litre Grand Prix cars
assuming them to be merely scaled up ver-
sions of the “copy”™ cars. A little research
again shows that the chassis dimensions of
the two sets of cars are identical, that the
weights of the cars were also identical and
that the exterior of the G.P. cngine is not
like the Peugeot at all—it is the same as the
Hamilton engine only slightly larger. The
spare differential assembly 1 have in my pos-
session is actually stamped G.P. and is dimen-
tionally exactly the same as the T.T. having
been made to fit the same housings and
same is true of the spare sets of gearbox
clusters also in my possession.

Thus we must assume that onlv 4 cars
were ever built each with 2 engines and 2
sets of gearing to enable it to compete under
the two existing formulae and that the
orphan T.T. machine, i.e. Hamilton's was
in fact a “flying test bed” for the Coatalen
modifications envisaged for the 44 litre
engines.

This supposition is borne out in the race
itself in which Resta driving the car with
racing number 15 which was Sunbeam's
No. 2 machine went out on the first lap with
a big end bolt failure—a virtual impossibility
in the case of the very massive 4 bolt units.
There is a large patch in the crankcase of
the Hamilton engine which was there when
he brought the car as a further confirmation.

The failure of the car on the Island does
not seem to have deterred Coatalen from con-
tinuing with his design change and the 4%
litre machines appeared at Lyons and put up
fast times but were dogged with bad luck and
handicapped by lack of 4 wheel brakes. The
war immediately intervened so that racing
on the Continent was finished, but Coatalen
proceeded to ship two of his 414 litre cars to
America where we find them at Indianapolis
in 1915, This American interlude can, 1



feel, supply clues to the change of chassis as
between 1914 and the present day appear-
ance of the two survivors in England. 1
would venture to suggest that only three 444
litre engines were made and that these were
fitted to the three chassis which used Peugeot
type engines in the Island leaving 1.O.M. 2
unmodified to travel to Lyons as practice car
{in view of its New Zealand performances it
would have acquitted itself very well). Tt
thus was maintained in its original state but
would be obviously have been unsuitable for
a trip to the U.S.A. where sheer speed was
the sole criterion for success. The 414 litre
engines were changed in 1916 for 6 cylinder
5 litre units (still embodying all the Coatalen
modifications on the Peugeot theme) and at
this time it is probable that the chassis were
enlarged as to track and wheelbase. At the
end of the war the American cars were re-
turned to England and were raced at Brook-
lands with some success aflter which the
engines were transferred to the later chassis
as were raced at the 1LOM., in 1922 and of
which Rob Shand possesses a very good
example. This latest hybrid was gencrally
referred to as the “Coppa Floria” cars and
they continued successfully at Brooklands and
elsewhere until well into the late 1920's,

It is known therefore that at least two
carly tvpe chassis frames would be vacant in
1922 when the “Coppa Florio” machines
were produced and that there were also 2 or
3 surplus Peugeot type T.T. engines with no
chassis frames—what more logical than to
mate them together again after the eight in-
tervening years in order to sell off the obsolete
machinery?

From persistant rumours of Sunbeam
engined “Specials” in the U.S.A. in the early
20’s it is highly probable that the 414 litre 4
cylinder engines were merely sold in that
country when the 5 litre Indianapolis engines
were introduced and were never returned (o
Wolverhampton at all. One 4% litre car
appeared at Brooklands post-war and this
would account for the last chassis and motor
though, alas, this car has dissappeared with-
out a trace,

Jones. |

Phom by eourtesy M

Near the Fnd — Hamilton and LO.M.2. as she
raced in 1927/28 with streamline tail tank and
twin Fssex carbs,

In brief then I trust that these few [acts
may serve to exoncrate Coatalen of the
changes of sheer plagtarism which have often
been levelled at him and I also hope that it
may result in the complete re-writing of the
1913 Pugeot chapter in Pomeroys “Grand
Prix Car” which would appear to have taken
all its detail from Sear’s Sunbeam on the
hitherto common assumption that they were
identical. This small point has led to much
perplexity on the past of the writer until he
unearthed a very rare photograph of the
engine of a genuine Peugeot showing the
stearing box which is qquite different from
that of the Sunbeam which used a standard
12/16 box down to the part numbers cast on
the casing—Pomeroy however, shows a Sun-
beam box on his “Peugeot” drawing and at
once the ather differences and perplixities fell
into place! !

OBITUARY

The Club suffered a sudden and sad
blow in the recent death of Ian Sharpe, a
long standing member of the Otago Branch
and owner ol a Tipo 6c Ansaldo, He was
a tireless worker for the Club and the body
building efforts of many branch members
have owed much to his enthusiasm and help.
We extend the deepest sympathv of the whole
club to his wile and family.



THROUGH OTHER EYES

In the course of my work I act as [riend,
guide, counsellor and mentor to youths now
known by the generic term of delinquents.
It's very interesting once the initial barrier
of suspicion and resentment against adults in
authority 1s overcome and a working relation-
ship is established. Fortunately most adolese-
ents are interested in cars and girls and as
these are two subjects [ am always willing 1o
discuss a point of contact is soon made and
the rest is not difficult.

With Barry, however, I felt I was making
no progress. I had exhausted all the opening
gambits and he still remained polite, formal
and anxious to get away as soon as he could.
Barry is a good-looking and intelligent young
man eighteen vears of age, well spoken and
invariably immaculately dressed according to
his group standards and spotlessly clean and
tidy. He is not interested in cars other than
as a means of conveyance. He does like girls
but as a rule only if they are of secondary
school age and therefore he avoids discussing
this recreational activity with me. He i
keen on clothes but I have to play this down
as one ol my problems with Barry is to get
him to reduce the [antastic amount he spends
on his attire and divert some of his money
towards the repayment of his debts.

With this tenuous relationship I was most
surprised and pleased last weck when, as he
was leaving, Barry asked if I would like to
meet his friend Trevor and the dolls. I find
it most helpful to meet my clients’ [riends but
generally it is not until much later in our as-
sociations that this gesture of confidence is
shown. I assured Barry nothing could give
me greater pleasure. He called them in from
the waiting room and Trevor entered, follow-
ed by the two dolls. Ever the little gentle-
man, Barry introduced them to me in that
order and that nomenclature. In this work if
names are not offered it is considered bad
form to ask for them so I acknowledged the
introductions and asked them to be seated.
Barry remained standing and took charge of
the proceedings. With a flourish, he whipped
out a new packet of cigarettes, handed them
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round and held a match for us. Far three
of us, that is, the dolls—long conditioned w0
the manners ol their escorts—had lit then
own cigarettes.

“Mr Lane,” began Barry in a propric-
toral manner, “goes for old cars in a big
way.”

“Old cars?’ queried Trevor,

“Yes, old cars. You know, bombs.”

“Ah, bombs,” said Trevor sitting up,
“What does he do with them? Make hot
rods?’

“MNo,” said Barry patiently, “Dig this,
man. He is one of a gang that just goes
overboard for old bombs. They're really
wrapped in them, man. And do you know
what they do with these bombs as soon as they
get them? They take all the bits off them and
pull them to pieces i

“Jeeze,” said Trevor, looking at me with
admiration, “You mean all these bombs are
hot?"

“No,” said Barry exasperatedly, “Man,
vou're dumb. Mr Lane is very much against
anybody lifting cars. Aren’t you, Mr Lane?
He has to be, its part of his job. And the
others are like him. They buy these old
bombs and fix them up and paint them up
then they put them in a shed and bring them
out every now and again and polish them up
and other guys from the gang come round
to look at them or maybe they go round 7o
have a look at another guy’s bombs. And
about three or four times a year they have a
big day and take all their bombs out. They
don't go racing or playing chicken or anything
like that. They just drive one behind the
other at twenty miles an hour all afterncon
and then go home. I've scen them. And
thev reckon this is really living. They go for
it the mostest. I know because I always ask
Mr Lape what sort of time he had and he
always says it was reallv good.”

“I bet this is the same bunch,” said
Trevor, “who say we kids are crazy and lack
con-struc-tive pur-suits,”

Barry ignored the interruption. “They've
got themselves well organised,” he continued,



“they’ve got a place where they hold meetings
too. Mr Lane said I could go along one night
if T wanted to, didn’t you, Mr Lane? What
do they do at these meetings, Mr Lane?”’

I had sensed this one would be coming
and decided evasion would be mv best policy.

“It varies, Barry. Depends on what the
business is.”

“Well, you had a meeting last month.
What did you do at that meeting, Mr Lane?”

There was no way to avoid it. The
voung have an uncanny and infallible ability
to detect when adults are insincere or lying.

“Well, Barry, first of all we had a short
formal meeting and discussed matters arising
from the last run we had. Then we saw a
Mational Film Unit flm with shots of our
Annual Rally, followed by some most interest-
ing projected transparencies of Vintage Car
Museums taken by a member who recently
returned from a world tour. After that we

had supper and informal discussions on mem-
bers' cars.”

“How many were there, Mr Lane? Any
dolls come along?”

“1 should think there were over forty
at that meeting, Barry, including five or six
ladies.”

Barry wurned triumphantly to the female
portion of his audience.

“There, who is crazy, eh? Who dreamed
all this up, eh? Didn’t I tell you that when
the whole gang met all they did was sit
around in a room and look at pictures of old
bombs and talk about old bombs to each
other for about three hours.”

“Jeesus™, said Trevor, slowly and reluct-
antly.

“Jeesus,” said the dolls, gigeling like a
pair of idiots.

I said nothing except to thank them for
coming in and to remind Barry to see me next
week at the same time.

Book Reviews

Motor Racing  Autobicgraphies have
been appearing in profusion in recent years
and in a recent issue we lamented in these
columns the fact that such famous men and
cutstanding personalities as Bugatti and
Nuvalari were not numbered amongst them.
However, the past months have brought o
your reviewer’s shelf the autobiography of
another most outstanding personality and one
whose impoct on the racing side of motor
sport has been greater than any other indivi-
dual since Georges Boillot—none other than
ALFRED NEUBAUER—the genius behind

Mercedes Benz racing since the davs of the

36/220's and its vast successors, the S5,
5.5K. and finally S5.K.L. series 38/250
machines whose vast tonnage of Teutonic
“blood and thunder” carved such a colour-
ful niche for themselves in history.

This is a very well told and colourful
story—none of the dreary repetition of race
description that has marred other books of
this type—it tells a human story with a wealth
of anecdote and all with a delightful lack
of sell importance. In many ways it could

be called the storv of Rudi Caracciola, who
was a protege and friend of the author all his
life.

We also get at the real stories behind the
careers of Achille Varzi, Luigi Fagioli, Von
Brauchitsch and a host of other famous names
who have simply faded from the scene. The
authors’ “grapevine” covered all the rival
“equippes” throughout his carcer and his
story gives insight into the whole scene and
not merely Mercedes,

The Aute Union and Ferrari and many
other drivers and organisations’ stories give
the book a wide coverage from a refreshingly
personal and interesting viewpoint.

A reallv absorbing story, well told and
well translated from the original German.
The Book in Question:—

Speed was my Life, by Alfred Neubauer.

Published by Barrie and Rockeliff.

QOur copy by courtesy of Technical Book

Co.. 295-299 Swanston Street, Mel-
bourne.  Australian Price 31/9.

Another most readable book of an en-

tircly different kind has come to us at the



{Phots by courtesy . W, F. Hamilton
The Coatalen vindication — the Hamilton Engine as raced in 1928,

“Old Blue ncgn!iali.ng the hair.pi:n during ('Kains Bay hillclimb.”
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BOOK REVIEW—Continued.

same time. This is a very well done Com-
pany history—that of the National Benzole
Company Limited, whose story runs from
1919 till today. The book gives not only
the company history in a most readable way
but also the motoring background against
which the company has played its role.
Plenty of illustrations many of which are new
to us are included and the whole is very well
rot up and definitely not blatant advertising;
we found it most enjoyable.

40 Years of Motoring, 1919-1959, by
Edward Young.

Published by Stanley Paul, London.
Our copy by courtesy of Technical Book

Co., 205-299 Swanston Street, Mel-
bourne. Australian Price 31/-.

The Motor Reference Year Book 1960 is
the second appearance of this excellent an-
nual “gen-book” which gives you in sum-
marised form all the details that likely to be
of use or interest in motoring for the 12
months period. The book is in pocket form
containing 215 closely printed pages in sect-
ions covering events of the year, cars of year,
giving design changes and full specifications of
every car made in the world.  All motor road
tests in condensed form are included and a
very wide review of statistical gen on sporting
fixtures throughout the period and also past
performance in  tabular form.  Much
of the information is aimed at the British
reader with details of legislation, continental
touring, etc.

The book is Edited by Bunny Tubbs and
published by Temple Press Limited, and our
copy is by courtesy of Technical Book Co.

FROM OVERSEAS - MEXICO CITY

In a recent letter from my parents in Blen-
heim, Father tells me that rumour again has
it that my Speed Six is for sale. I commend
the “hot-on-the-scent” actions of certain peo-
ple who acted on said rumour-—as after all
one has to be quick and more than onc car
in the V.C.C. has its present “patron” be-
cause of action on rumour and hearsay. How-
ever, I do not commend those authors of in-
accurate rumour, cspecially about the Speed
Six.

I think that I wrote a couple of yvears ago
to the effect that the car is definitely not for
sale. But I will say it once again—"The
Bentley Speed Six belonging to me is not for
sale and any rumours to the contrary should
be met with closed ears.”

The ownership of that old car has given
me mere pleasure than anvthing I have
owned that I can think of off-hand, and the
only reasons I would have for parting with
it are: (1) A sale over my dead body, and
my doctor said [ am in excellent health; (2)
Fantastically strained financial circumstances
—gee, they would have to be strained! (3)
A straight swap, or cash equivalent, for a
current model Bentley with Radford conver-
sion; (4) Loss of my heart to another classic

D. Nathan

car and the only ones 1 can think of would be
certain rare models of the Bugatti house {like
a Type 50 or 51, is it, 8.7) or almost cer-
tainly a 5] Duesenberg phacton (of which
there are none in New Zealand ),

So unless any of the above circumstances
prevail, I am sorry, but it is no dice. 1 hope
that those who might be interested, and can
afford the time and moncey such a car seems
to absorb, can find their goals clsewhere. 1
have had my goal for four to five vears now
and eertainly wouldn’t let it slip easily.

Strange as it may secem I have seen only
three Bentleys in the parts of North America
that I have visited so far as they all seem to
be concentrated in the Eastern sector. All
the cars 1 have seen so far have all been eight
litres with only one a true runner.

I think 1 mentioned some time ago the
eight litre with a very nice Mulliner saloon
body which is in Vancouver B.C. The old
retired sea captain who owns it is somewhat
hard to approach and has steadfastly refused
to join the B.D.C,, but it is a great car and
he is sort of tinkering round with it, labori-
ously filing off surplus metal, fibre-glassing
parts of the body, fitting an interior heater
and so on. It was not in going condition on



any of the times 1 saw it, but he is getting
lots of pleasure from it. It keeps company
with an early model Morris Minor in the
basement of the house. David and Goliath?

There is supposed to be a vintage type
Bentley in the San Francisco Bay area, but
I couldn't locate it. There are several type
“S” models gliding round Knob Hill, but 1
could never get past the mink coats to ap-
proach the owners! Those types probably
are completely ignorant of the fact that Bent-
ley has been a very famous name for a long
time.

Then I met Dr Norman Brooks in San
Dicgo and his 8-litre, an open model, with
Mulliner bodywork I think. That is a fan-
tastic machine, not because ol its condition,
but rather the opposite. He bought the car
three weeks before he lelt England and it was
in poor shape. “Mac” Mackenzie refused to
touch it beccause it was an clectron model
and had all kinds of faults dating from the
time it was made. However, the car was
shipped to Canada where the Customs
couldn’t believe their eyes and were put in
quite a guandary. Norm. said it was just
junk, and cventually they agreed, charging
him something like nine dollars to land his
“Junk.” For the next four years Norm. drove
the car continuously all over North America.
The saving grace of North America, he said,
is its cheap gas. All that time he was doing
interneeships in hospitals and never had more
than 100 dollars to his name, so if the car
had actually packed it in, then it would just
have to stay that wayv. He did tear the motor
down in San Francisco in the basement of the
hospital there and put odd bearings, etc., to
rights, but other than that he has done prac-
tically nothing to the car—and it looks it!
But it has a stout chassis, despite what Mac-
kenzie said about it, and the seats are still in
place! I went f[or a short run in it and it
was thrilling to be behind a Bentley wheel
again. The 8-litre seemed to have exactly
the same [eel and get-up that my Speed Six
has as I remember it. My gear changing was
out of practice though! Norm's car just
proves again that these old cars have tremen-
dous stamina. The car is not used now, He
has a "53 Buick, a "51 or 52 Ford coupe and

now a second-hand Bristol—and a wife and
child!
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The other 8-litre I have seen is here in
Mexico City and it is one of those tales of
hardship, sweated blood and anguish. It is
very unfortunate but it is in the right sort of
hands and will be put right eventually. The
engine was stripped and then came a period
when no further work could be done and the
garage had to be given up. In the many
transferences, many parts of the motor have
been lost, or swiped by scrap metal dealers,
so in order to make the car mobile a Dia-
mond T truck engine is installed and while
it is lost under the enormous hood, it works
O.K. as a temporary measure. Currently the
bodv is being repainted and a new top put
on. The chassis has been re-wired and the
brakes brought up to scratch, so now the
main problem is the engine. Ewven in Mexico
the charges for work <lone on the car are very
high by New Zealand standards, or even
American, but the work is being done slowly.
The body is by Murphy of Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, and is the first American body 1 have
heard of on a Bentley—it is quite original
and pleasant to look at, with obviously
American lines.

Rumour has it that there is an old 6-cylin-
der Bentley in Guatemala that i5 in running
condition and used almost daily. Shall have
to investigate if I get down that way from
here.

Vintage Car Club members may be inter-
ested in a day I spent on a grand tour of vin-
tage automobiles in Los Angeles. Unfortun-
ately I did not make notes, time was short
and the array was dazzling, so please forgive
me if I am out on my dates of these cars, but
it won't be far out. Our first port of call was
to Bud Cohen and his partner. He has some
sort of distributing business and is a tvpical
middle-aged American businessman. Ex-
tremely pleasant, was working even though
it was Saturday, had two telephones going at
the same time, already had a client in when
we turned up, was telling one of his staff
what to do, and kept track of the whole thing
and had evervbody happy—including him-
szlf. I have never seen anvthing like it! No
wonder North Americans have heart ailments
and their health breaks carly! Anyway he
had about four vintage cars in the parking
lot of his building. A very nice Packard,
something fairly non-descript, a Model T, a
Reo (the latter two I personally wouldn't



give garage room to despite their condition )
and a fabulous 1928 Mercedes ssK which be-
longed to Lord Howe and the records it
made at Bonneville almost all still stand.
Whow, what a car, and as low as a lizard.
It is said to be a brute to handle, and unfor-
tunately I never found eut from personal ex-
pericnce.  He also had what is officially
known as the first Mercedes ever built. It is
dated round 1894-5 and he has it under some
complicated sort of lease from the Daimler-
Benz Company. It has been rebuilt, and 1
think it is a shame that so much money be
spent on a car which only has historical value
and offers nothing clse. Too much money
has been spent duplicating metals on it and
all that kind of jazz. The little deDion of
Rex Porter is the only car of that general type
that I would be slightly interested in, though
admittedly, half that car is Rex himsell!

Have vou ever heard of a junk yard that
deals only (repeat “only”) in veteran, vin-
tage and classic cars? Well, there is one in
Los Angeles. He started off dealing with
junked trucks, added old cars, subtracted the
trucks and now has a flourishing business!
We went through his yard and there is all
kinds of stuff there to make a vintage enthusi-
ast go crazy. Old Rolls Royees, Packards,
B.M.W.’s, Lincolns—in fact you name it or
a part and it would be most peculiar if he
didn't have it. In the engine section are
cnormous v12 and v16 Cadillac, etc., engines
lying out in the Californian sun along with
dozens of less pretentious motors. Rows and
rows of this kind of stuff. In his showroom is
a La Salle town car and a beautiful Model K
Ford and a 1930 odd Lincoln. You could
have yoursell a ball in a place like that, and
apparently lots of people do judging by the
size of his business and the steady flow of cus-
tomers!

Then on out to North Hollywood to Jack
Nethercutt's collection. This is the only true
“collection™ of classic cars I have ever scen
and T doubt if there are many like it as it is
strictly a millionaire’s game. He has an
enormous  factory  building in which he
manufactures clay pigeons as a side line. Only
they are very easv to make and take up a
quarter of the 16,000 sq. ft. of fAoor space
available. To sort of “fill in” the rest he has
this workshop and “chamber” for the storage
and restoration of cars. We walked through

the workshops first. There he has four to
five men on full-time employment just work-
ing on the cars (obviously he has some ar-
rangement with the Taxation Dept.!} and
the current model was a very unusual Rolls
P3 with French sedanca de ville bodywork.
It was receiving the full and painstaking
treatment of a complete rebuild.  Nothing
was right till it was absolutely perfect. In the
special paint booth was a late model Ferrari
racer belonging to the son. The Italian coach-
work was found lacking and so was rebuilt
a la Nethercutt! Just imagine that—a $,000
dollar car a year old being restored and re-
built! Out in the back was a complete wood-
working plant for copying and restoring any
sort of coachwork that might turn up.
Then the “Treasure Chamber” where one
just flips his lid literally.  This enormous
room, perfectly illuminated so each car in it
is lighted by a pair of antique headlamps on
the opposite wall, was flled with about 28
classic cars, all neatly lined up. It would be
quite impossible to describe many of the cars
as there were so many, it was so unbelievable,
and I wasn't able to make any notes —though
I took some colour photos with the camera
balanced on boxes on the polished floor. 1

Ford Dealers

since before Model T days.

GORDON HUGHAN
LTD.

PO, BOX 48, CARTERTON
PHONE 8099

Sorry, we cannot supply parts for
a model “N” or “5." We do have
“T" coils and points,

And we do provide complete service
far all models since 1934,




would love a P3 Rolls. He had three and two
spare motors complete. I had never seen a
] model Ducsenberg; he had about five,
though none of them were 5]'s. There were
Lincolns, a Marmon, an Issota-Fraschini,
Bugattis, Rolls P2, Du Pont, and so on.
About six of the cars had received the [ull
restoration treatment and had won Concours
all over the country. Most of the rest were
in excellent condition, and some were wait-
ing for treatment. On those restored the
detail and authenticity was fantastic. For
instance, just a small point like having the
slots on the screws facing the same way was
attended to. Great lengths were gone to in
order that original materials be duplicated
throughout and so on.

Beyond the “Treasure Room” was the stor-
age section where the spare motors 1 men-
tioned were stacked on special shelves. Spare
motors complete for immediate installation,
gearboxes and rear ends besides other parts
were likewise carefully stored. When one
considers that Nethercutt has only seen “the
light,” or been “bitten by the bug,” for two
years, it is a very creditable effort and won-
derful that these cars have found the right
hands.

One thing I learned very forcibly from my
visit to this place was the importance of col-
our schemes and their application. Nether-
cutt has gone into this matter very seriously
and there are no two ways about it—a paint
job can remove a car from the “pleasant”
looking category to an eye catcher without
being gaudy about it. The exact tones of
colours are all important and he has spent a
fortune having cars redone till the tone is
right. This nonsense about Rolls Rovees being
black and Bentleys green is crazy. The French
bodied P3 he had was a beautiful shade of
creamy yellow, a P2 was dark blue with slight
red trimming. A wonderful | Duesenberg
phaeton was darkish blue and lighter blue—
not in the least gaudy, but what an eye
catcher!  Then there was the wonderful
1937 Type 57 (?) Bugatti coupe in a rich
almost wine red. That car was an example
to any paint shop. The body panels were
made absolutely perfect and then perfectly
sprayed. When one walked round it one’s
reflection in the paint was continuous and
none of this wavy business as one passed from
panel to panel,  Incidentally this car was
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driven out to Palm Springs for some meet,
and on the return was hit from behind into
the car in front. Enough to make anybody
sick, but Nethercutt’s facilities put it right in
a matter of days so that it is absolutely im-
possible to tell of the mishap.

If I have used superlatives too much it is
only because they are due, and if any mem-
ber should happen by Los Angeles he would
agrec upon Seeing these cars that I have
only been understating the facts.  Just how
one would go about arranging to see them, I
couldn’t say. I was very fortunate in know-
ing someone who knew these people and who
could arrange it for me, but I'm sure a letter
to the Classic Car Club of California (some-
one in New Zealand must have their exact
address, I'm sorry 1 haven't) would be met
with a joyous welcome by these people.

In what was left of the day we visited a
couple more people. One was restoring a
Lincoln Continental of the '40’s and a Pack-
ard of the "20's. There I discovered this
quaint American habit of having “Swap
Meets” among enthusiasts. They arrange a
day and an interesting place and all sally
forth loaded with all kinds of junk that they
want to get rid of. Some do very well finan-
cially out of it, others obtain parts for their
“jewels” that would be impossible to get any
other way. This character with his Contin-
ental had his late model “hack™ just loaded
down with cogs, springs, hubs, headlamps,
glass and so on ready for the next meet!

The last port of call was to an elderly re-
tired person who had two garages that riv-
alled the size of his house. Maybe he figured
it saved looking after that much more garden.
In one garage he had his den and general
workshop plus space for a very clean coffin-
nosed 1937 Ford coupe that ran like a charm
—it was his everyday car, In his den he had
all kinds of literature on cars that he had col-
lected over nearly half a century and would
be worth a fortune now as collectors’ items.
In the other garage he had about eight veter-
ans of all kinds, and all in going condition.
He also had a sort of museum of parts and
badges round the walls and in glass cases. 1
am sorry, but veterans only arouse a slight
interest in me so I can't say much about this
collection. Some of the models were rented
out to department stores for Christmas. What



did interest me were two Stanley steamers he
had, and I had never seen one before in the
flesh. They were beautics, but the trouble,
he said, was to get them going. Getting the
fuel to vaporise initially to start the burner
drove a man crazy, and then it was necarly
half an hour after that before the car was
ready to take-off. Once it was going it was
lots of fun, but he didn't have the time, and
neither did we, for him to demonstrate. Eight
miles to the gallon of white gas was what

they did in normal running—kind of expen-
sive, no?

So we called it a day. I would like to sce
it all again with more time, and mavbe 1
shall one day, but it makes a wonderful mem-
ory. Capped it off with several hours in
the “Gay Nineties” bar in Hollywood which
is the craziest and most delightful bar I have
ever been in. Maybe more news when 1
travel and visit Bentley maniacs and others
in the East.
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PART 4

COMPETITION! 1912-1913.

Five days rush, to prepare the car for a
reliability trial after being stripped for the
Brighton Beach races and the 1908 Vauxhall
“Y2" was ready on March 15, 1912 to set
off for Hanmer Springs. Twenty-four cars
started off on the 141 miles for the first day,
with the route digressing through Oxford be-
fore returning to the main road at Amberley.
A maximum time of 7% hours was allowed.
This was the first time that Minervas were
entered, four vehicles taking part, and Mr T.
Withers of Wellington with an Itala arrived
too late to start. “Mr W, ]J. Seout’s 20 h.p.
Vauxhall, a rakish looking four seater tor-
pedo bodied car, not finished for selling pur-
poses” is how the papers described “0ld Blue”
on that occasion.

The second day involved 162 miles re-
turning through Scargill to Domett and back
on the Main Road, with a maximum time of
8% hours. This day the Greta Cuttings
caused a few stops—a Unic taxicab had to
shed its passengers at one stage. A strong
wind was blowing and delays were caused
by mobs of sheep, but the roads on the whole
were good.

There were ten entries in the Trade
Class, of which four were withdrawn during
the course of the trial whereas all fourteen
Private Owner entries managed to complete
the course.

Jack Newell

Results Trade Class:

First Prize reliability, Gold Medal, cer-
tificate for non stop run, First prize pet-
rol consumption 35.13 m.p.g. 48.3 Ton m.p.g.
W. J. Scott’s 20 h.p. VAUXHALL.

Second Prize reliability, Silver Medal,
certificate non stop run, Adams Ltd. 16 h.p.
Minerva.

Second Prize Petrol consumption with
45.36 ton m.p.g. Kibblewhite's 14/20 Sid-
deley-Deasy.

In the Private Owners Class N. G. Gil-
christ’s Minerva was first and also won first
prize for petrol consumption with 47.16
ton m.p.g. It is interesting to sce that this is
the first trial in which petrol consumption of
the Private Owners is comparable to Trade
Entries and that ninec nonstop runs were
made, whereas only two Trade entries had
such.

On December 14, 1912 another Brighton
Beach race was held and this was the first
appearance of the 20 h.p. Coupe de I'Auto
“Prince Henry” Vauxhall recently acquired
by Scotts. “Y2" was of course, not entered

The following March was not only the
last trial for “Old Blue”, but probably the
toughest also. This was the well remembered
Kaikoura Trial of 1913. For this the original
Roi des Belges body was used and a great
deal of preparation was involved before the



trial took place. In view of the numerous
river crossings special preparations to water-
prool the motor were undertaken—these were
mentioned bricfly in a previous section,

Most cars or drivers went up to Kai-
koura two or three weeks before the event to
glean as much information on fords ete. as
possible, but this was in the end, of little use,
as a terrific storm altered the whole complex-
ion some days before the event.

The actual route is worth describing in
some detail and the quotes are from local
newspapers reporting of the trial. “The ex-
tremely rough nature of the riverbeds can
hardly be realized by those who have not been
over the road. It is not a case of merely
crossing fords. The riverbeds for miles are
the only roads, winding tortuously through
hills on both sides, and the track shifts quick-
Iv as fresh water comes down. Wheel ruts
are the only guides to the road. Every now
and again a soft bottom is struck, and the
driving wheels slip ominiously with a momen-
tary threat of spinning round and ploughing
a trench in which to lic inert. The streams
proper had steep sides and had to be ap-
proached gingerly on the low gear. The cut-
tings and turns in the roads were in them-
selves a severe trial for any driver climbing up

hill. The cars had to be swung around turns
quickly enough to avoid a dead stoppage.
A really hard test [ar more trying
than routes in use in the 'Old Country’.”
The first day on the inland route to Kai-
koura involved 130 miles, The road was
fairly good until nearing Culverden when it
became loose and dusty and new shingle was
met before reaching Waiau, where lunch was
held. From here on, the last fifty-four miles
was a real test. “At 99 miles the Conway was
approached by a very steep downgrade of
1 in 5 which severely tested the brakes. The
riverbed had to be traversed a long way and
was soft in places.” Then on to another soft
bottomed crossing, the long descent into the
Greenhills with 33 bends culminating in a
nasty creek at the bottom, Greenburn River,
the Kahautara—rough with a fair volume of
water, Crib Creek, lastly the Kowhai River
and then a final five miles into Kaikoura,
Fortunately the rivers were low and the main
traffic difficulty was mobs of sheep leaving
Culverden after the Amuri Sheep Fair. One
large fock of 1500 about twenty miles from
Kaikoura caused a real blockage. The North-
bound coach, whose driver persisted in re-
maining in the middie of the road for a con-
siderable distance, prevented cars passing.

“Kaikoura Trial — all that c::;uld be seen of OMd Blue in the third ford
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of the Conway River.”



The return the following day was made
down the coast with numerous river crossings
all fairly deep, first the Kowhai, then Kahau-
tara which was about 18ins. deep with a bad
entrance and exit, then over the Hundalee
Saddle and on to the Conway which involved
three soft crossings in a seven mile expanse of
riverbed.  After this the route was compara-
tivelv straightforward back through Cheviot,
a detour round through Oxford and on to
Christchurch—120 miles.

All stops except compulsory ones, eg.
lunch ete., and those for tvre troubles, caused
loss of marks. Cars were given one minute
in which to get started after the word “go”,
and as an innovation observers were changed
twice daily.

It was the usual last minute rush to com-
plete the work on “Old Blue”, and the car
was worked on until 5 a.m. the day of the
trial, when Mr Scott went home [or a clean-
up. and then straight back to be ready for
the start at 7 am. When practically ready
to leave, a leak was noticed from the radiator
hose and Mr Scott unscrewed the cap o sce
how the water was holding—was just going
ofT [or water when “Right you're next” said
the starter. There was no thought for the
loose radiator cap until they were away and
it beran to rattle, as it was only holding by
about one turn of the thread. Stopping to
adjust this would have meant the loss of five
marks so it rattled all the way to Kaikoura,
the driver no doubt wondering all the time
when it would fall off,

Of the eighteen entries, all except the
Metz which had had to make an adjustment
to the carburetter, had non stop runs to
Waiau. From here on various troubles beset
the cars. The Overland was disabled at Crib
Creek and did not reach Kaikoura at all,
Hawkes” Unic arrived late at night with a
broken petrol pipe and retired from the trial
and the E.M.F. which had developed a slip-
ping clutch was disqualified because the pas-
senger was driving. Eleven cars arrived at
Kaikoura with non stop runs and all were
impounded for the night.

On the first day of the trial, W. B.
Scott & Co. had sent one of their mechanics
up to Kaikoura on the seaward route, and
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when this was realized there was a real furore,
with the trade competitors all demanding
Scotts  disqualification immediately. How-
ever, the judges considered that as he was en-
terprising enough to have thought of the idea
he should be allowed to continue, but set his
starting position back from third to twelveth
place. This upset all the plans to reach the
fords first. Most of these fords were bad at
anytime but after a procession of cars churn-
ing up the bottom they were terrible. The
gencral idea of many of the competitors was
to follow Mr Scott as they imagined he would
know the best route—actually, the mechanic
hadn't been of much help to him.

Next morning the fifteen survivors sct
off. At the Kowhai the Vauxhall went up-
stream from the true ford, leading astray
several cars which became stuck, or had dif-
ficulty in crossing. Next was the Kahautara
where there was only one ford. The Sun-
beam was sitting in the middle of this with
a broken universal joint, and both B.S.A, and
Overland had to be towed out. Ahcad was
the recal problem. *“The Vauxhall took the
lead in the Hundalee, car left 12th was push-
ed hard regardless of petrol consumption to
get to the Conway River clear of the other
cars, and it was splendidly driven round the
hills, the driver Walter Scott swinging his
car round numerous bends with a free engine
in fine style.””  But when the first ford at the
Conway was reached, there was the Siddeley-
Deasy Press car stuck in the middle with the
passengers all sitting with their feet up on the
seats and the water lapping very close indeed.
This of course, was a considerable nuisance
to the competitors, especially as it was the
most difficult crossing of all. Ropes were
wound round the extra large diameter rear
tyres of the Vauxhall, and the car entered the
river upstream of the Siddeley-Deasy.  Sud-
denly the driver remembered he'd forgotten
to pull up the roller blind in front of the
radiator, and was thankful that his first grab
located the string as there would have been
no time for another attempt, the passengers
taking heed of the Siddeley-Deasy also put
their feet up on the seats, and the car was
soon enveloped in spray from every wheel.
The deepest part of this ford was the far side



with a very steep climb out onto the bank.
‘Old Blue’ with clutch slipping, Aywheel
spinning and water streaming out of the body
climbed out onto the bank and was off as the
clutch gripped once more. Horses were avail-
able here to tow cars out with consequent loss
of ten marks and many had to make use of
them.

The second ford was rather ticklish as
the exit was soft, and by the time the third
ford was reached the ropes on ‘Y2 were
Aapping after several miles of riverbed. While
they stopped to remove this encumbrance the
official Siddeley-Deasy (ves again) Piper's
Cadillac, and Morten's Wolseley went into
the ford only to get stuck. Mr Scott went
upstream to where the river was wider and
fairly shallow—see photo—and had no dif-
ficulty. Those cars following in the same
place also had no trouble. The main prob-
lems were now over and it was a matter of
scttling down to save on petrol, especially in
view of the amount consumed by the Vaux-
hall in getting through the Hundalee first.

As cars were allowed five hours from
Cheviot to Christchurch, ‘Old Blue's’ speed
for the rest of the trip was about 18/20 m.p.h.
In the Gretas a rear tyre blewout, and this
involved using a new tube and then battling
for a considerable time to get the outsize cover
back on, the engine running all the while.
The final stretch along Papanui into Christ-
church was for Mr Scott probably more nerve
wracking than any other trial, because he was
fairly sure that the trial was his providing the
car kept going,and he had visions of the even-
ing traffic—bicyles, horses and carts, etc,
and that something might cause an involun-
tary stop. At 6.10 p.m.—the last car—the
Vauxhall arrived at the drill sheds where
there was a big crowd waiting o see how
much petrol the car had used.

Fourteen cars completed the trial and
only three—the Vauxhall, the Panhard et
Levassor, and a Cadillac—finished with non-
stop runs.

Results: Trade Class.

1. W. J. Scott’s, Vauxhall. 1,000 marks,
Gold Medal and Certificate, Nonstop run,
First prize petrol consumption 28.98 m.p.g.
44 ton. m.p.g.

2. M. Stevenson's, Panhard et Levassor.
1,000 marks, Silver Medal, certificate and
nonstop run. Second petrol consumption
23.18 m.p.g. 38.83 ton. m.p.g.

3. Kibblewhite's, Hupmobile. 970 marks,
Bronze Medal. Car stopped in two riverbeds
and to adjust speedo.

Private Owners Class.

I. Hubbard’s, Cadillac, 1,000 marks.
Gold Medal and certificate nonstop run. First
prize for petrol consumption went to R. O.
Dixon’s Minerva with 31.35 ton. m.p.g.

The final event in which ‘Old Blue® ook
part was the O'Kains Bay hillclimb on Octo-
ber 27, 1913, and this was the only time that
‘Y2 and the ‘Prince Henry’ both took part.
The hill was a long severe one out of the Bay
and the course of four miles was in good
condition. The first mile was an undulating
stretch at which some speed could be attained
although there were some tricky bends, alter
this the climb began in earnest and pinches of
I in 4 mixed with hairpin bends made quite
an exciting course. “There is little doubt
that the star climb of the day were done by
Mr W. Scott in the Prince Henry Vauxhall.
The flat was taken at racing speed and the
curving course tackled in masterly fashion.
The Vauxhall touring car (‘Old Blue')
driven by Mr Marsh and with a heavy weight
up also performed in an exceedingly credi-
table fashion.”

There were eleven entries but two cars
were non starters.

Results, Open,

Trophy and first prize on formula. Vaux-
hall touring car driver J. Marsh, Bmin. 55
275 secs.

Fastest time. Prince Henry WVauxhall,
driver W, J. Scott, Tmin. 27secs.

Thus finished on a high note, five years
participation in competitive events, in which
‘Old Blue' had not only brought the name
Vauxhall to the forefront of N.Z. motoring,
but had already become rather a legend
throughout the country.

Special acknowledgement to Mr W. ].
Scott for much of the material in these last
two articles.

Finis. temporarily.



Southland Notes

by D. Melvor

The Vintage Car Club of N.Z. [Inc.) Southland Branch.
Secretary: . R. Lindsay, 32 Filluel St., Invercargill.

Chairman: W. Brown.

On Sunday, 22 May, the SV.C.C. held
a fifth anniversary run te Winton some 20
miles away on a bitumen road. The day was
rather damp but most of the cars had good
waterproofl hoods even il many lacked side-
screens.  All cars were open tourers no sal-
oons being present.  All to!d there were thirt-
cen entries ranging from 1908 to 1928. Neill
McMillan was the only motorcycle exponent.
He rode his 1914 belt drive Rover seemingly
undeterred by the weather. Allter a few ficld
or rather mud tests the cars headed for home.
First prize went to Jack Toomey in his 1914
Humberette and for a prize he received a
copy of the book “Early Motor Cars™ by
George Oliver.

On a Tuesdav in July a social evening
was held to farewell club members Telf Me-
Kenzie and David Melvor and his brother
Russell who are now on holiday overseas.
It was rcally enjoyed by all especially the
fashion parade where such new fashions as
the “railwayv line”’ were demonstrated. Some-
one even made a veteran car out of pram

wheels and a few picces of cardboard which
was very well driven by our Metz enthusiast
Myles Turnbull.  As the evening was such a
success it is hoped that more of a similiar
nature will be held.

The annual meeting once again elected
Willis Brown as president for another term.
Rav Lindsay was once again elected secretary
and Alex Casey as club captain. So we are
all looking forward to a good season of vete-
ran and vintage motoring.

Well known enthusiast Shack Sharp has
sold his colonial bodied baby Buick to the
publican of the hotel in Taihape. This gent
intends to decorate his hotel with one 1914
Buick. Rather an unusual end for a veteran
car as it will not be on the road again.

It is hoped that many of the northern
members will be able to attend the annual
Invercargill-Riverton run taking place in
February of next year. Mavbe a little early
to contemplate it but you can tick your cal-
endars o to make sure it is remembered.

VEHICLES UNDER RESTORATION

Lindsay Dawson is at present restoring
a T Ford of around 1918 vintage. It is a
colonial bodied two seater.  The chassis,
axles and parts of the motor are completed
so it should only be a few weeks hefore it s
ready for driving. The bodvwork has yet
to be completed. Coachwork is rather un-
usual for a Ford, there being much woodwork
such as the dash panel, door cappings, run-
ning boards and the steering wheel, I think
Lindsay has about six motors so he should be
able to have it motoring soon surely.

A younger member of the club Allan
Meredith is at present working on a 1913
Alldays and Onions midget. This small wire
wheeled two seater will be verv nice when
completed. Finished so far are three wheels,
the chassis, springs and axles, The body will
have to be rebuilt so there is still work ahead
on this interesting veteran.
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Club president, Willis Brown, has been
working on his Flanders raceabout of around
1910. What he received was only trailerfull
of picces but now it has assumed the shape
of a motor car. The body has been com-
pletely built there being none when Willis
received the car. It is an open two seater
with high placed steering wheel, right hand
gear lever and brake; the petrol tank being
mounted behind the twin bucket tyvpe seats,
Interesting are the compensated brakes and
their many linkages, The drive is taken from
an open flywheel through a cone clutch down
a driveshaft enclosed in a torque tube and
thence to the combined gearbox differential.
The motor, a four cylinder has a fixed head,
access to the side valves being through eight
bungs four of which have priming cocks and
the other four contain the spark plugs. The
Flanders is rapidly nearing completion and
should be motoring shortly.



The Jordan bullnose Morris is at pre-
sent being overhauled. Mechanical parts of
the motor are so badly worn that the only
original parts remaining are the block, crank-
shaft and valves, all other parts having been
replaced. Alongside the Morris the 414 h.p.
B.S.A. motorcycle of 1910 is progressing
favourably. So far parts have been obtained
for it from ten seperate sources. Many parts
even then are hand made. One interesting
thing was that inquiring for parts at a local
cvele shop the owner found for me a brand
new belt drive rim in original packing com-
plete with nickel plating in good order. The
The Jordan Stable has had a {urther addition
in the form of a belt drive baby Triumph
motorcycle of 1913 which was found only
two blocks awayv. It was complcte down Lo

the original toolkit and carbide in the acety-
lene generator. It only required fuel a little
oil and attention to the tyres; a short push
and [or the first time in thirty years it ran
and very well at that too. Nothing needs
done mechanically, only a good clean up fol-
lowed by repainting.

Barry and Jack Barnes have their 1924
Peugeot motoring although there is still an
amount of work to be done on the body. It
runs well and on completion will be a very
nice machine. Many parts such as the
pistons and some of the gears have had to
be made. The main bearings Bugatti style
are vollers. Suspension is by 14 elliptic
springs transverse at the rear ably supported
by adjustable shock absorbers. For a tour-
ing car roadholding is really good.

Waikato Notes

The Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.},
President: R. H. Metcalfe.

National Rally at Morrinsville:

The clearing up, accounts, etc., after this
most  successful Rally last Easter, have
taken some time, but the Club has been
rather pleasurably surprised to find that it has
finished up with a few pounds more in its
Building Fund.

The last of the Trophies (the “Hard-
Luck Trophy”) took rather a long time, too,
for completion, but Mr McLachlan will
have had it at Leeston, Canterbury for some
weeks now. Certificates were sent out to all
who took part, commemorating the occasion.

Waikato Air Pageant, April 30th:

The Club was asked to put on a display
of cars at the Pageant, which was held at
Rukuhia, Hamilton Airport, and ten members
brought their vehicles along.

Since that date, the club has held two
“Mystery Runs” both of which, besides at-
tracting many of our own members, have
been augmented by visitors from the Auck-
land Club.

Malcolm Bremner, the Assistant Secro-
tary has acquired a 1929 Chrysler tourer, in

Waikato Branch, P.O. Box 924, Hamilton,
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Hon. Sec. L. H. F. Death.

going order, so we expect that he will con-
centrate on this rather than his Ford T in
the next few months.

In June, we held a film evening in the
Old Folk's Hall, Hamilton, for a showing of
National Rally films and slides, and a gather-
ing of 75 members and friends had a very
enjovable evening.

At the end of August (30th) we are to
hold another social evening, at which we are
to be entertained by the brothers Ibbotson,
who have recently returned from a world tous.

On September 3rd, the Matamata Rally
will be held, and we hope to have entrants
also from Bay of Plenty and Auckland. This
is held in connection with the annual Mata-
mata Exhibition and we are the guests of the
Matamata Public Relations Association.

It appears that there is likely to be quite
an Austin 7 team in the Waikato in the near
future. Roy Hicks has great success with his
1927 model, and he is working on another,
an Austin Swallow, which he obtained re-
centlv. There are also two being prepared in
the Huntlv district.



Our Essex expert, Lou Roberts, has
brought another Essex owner into the fold—
he is John Hill, of Hamilton, who has a 1929
Essex sedan.

The interests of the P.V.T. men arc
now being looked after by a special sub-com-
mittee—convenor Barry Cornwell, of Te
Puke—and to this end the Club has joined

the Classic Car Club of America, and has

sought information from the Vintage Sports
Car Club of G.B. on the subject.

At this early date the writer has already
been told of ten members who will be anxious
to go over to Hawkes Bay for the National
Rally, 1961.

NELSON SECTION OF THE CANTERBURY BRANCH

NELSON NOTES

Members of the Nelson section recently
turned out for a ploughing match and mach-
inery display held at Hope. Eight cars and
three motor-cycles were presented [or the
delectation of the public who showed great
interest in this, the first organised public
appearance of the section.

The 20/25 Rolls Royce owned till re-
cently by the Brice Brothers has passed to the
ownership of Mr Wright of Annat in Can-
terbury much to the sorrow of local enthus-
iasts including the late owners. John Hurley
is making steady progress with the restoration
of his 1913 K.R.ILT. A very rare and inter-
esting car this, and John is making a beautiful
job of it.

Ivan East is still in a precarious position
regarding tyres for his 1912 Marion (875 x
105) so if any of you can help please let Ivan
know. This is a particularly fine specimen
of a very rare car and has done under one
thousand miles since new. If tyres were
forthcoming it would be taken to the next
Christchurch rallv,

Charles Scholefield’s motoring radius
has also been reduced owing to tyre trouble
on the Scripps-Booth., He bought four new
815 x 105’s and has blown out two in under
one hundred miles. Beware of the old new
tyre.

A very interesting Veteran is being re-
stored by Ken Silke. It is a twin cyclinder
Brown of circa 1902-3. Vertical in line water-
cooled cylinders, gilled tube radiator a la
Panhard, sliding gear transmission and shaft
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drive, general appearance very Panhard or
Sunbeam.

Now that Clive Maockett of Murchison
has given up the “Hostelery” Hampden, he
hopes to give more time to the restoration
of his 1911 Martini. This will be another
unique veteran to bolster our rather thin
ranks.

Lindsay Mathias of Saxon fame still
stoutly (no pun intended) maintains that he
is going to restore his 1512 Alldays and
Omnions. By the way, Lin recently startled
the natives by capturing a very charming
voung Bride. Congratulations Barbara and
Lin.

Les Roberts continues to make steady
progress with the restoration of his 20/60
Vauxhall saloon. Les went over to Kara-
mea at Easter and came home with a most
impressive truck and trailer load of spares.
Quite an adventurous trip by all accounts
even to the tipping over of the trailer—com-
plete with a 20/60—at one stage.

Ron Galletly late of Ashburton, is cur-
rentlv working hard on his very nice 1925
Ford T Coupe, as is Norman Gordon with
his 1926 example of the marque.

Our ardent fossicker Laurie Levden is
still accumulating motor-cycle parts and is
currently working on a New Hudson.

The writer is spending all available
spare time on his 1913 “T" raceabout in
addition to rejuvenating a 1928 Austin 7
chummy for his wife to terrifly hersell in.

Congratulations to John Hurley and
Mary Wilkes who were recently engaged.



WELLINGTON BRANCH NOTES

The Vintage Car Club of N.Z. (Inc.) Wellington Branch.

President: Chas, Maxwell.

This Branch is away to its third year, one
as successful as the past ones we are sure.

We have a new president complete with
a DPresidential Car. “Dafiy Maxwell,” well
known to a lot of North Island enthusiasts
and to a few hardy Mainlanders who made
the trip to Morrinsville, “Dafly” will be re-
membered as the outright Concours winner
there,

A new Secretary in the person of Tony
Bruce, a hard and fast Model “T" fan.

Mike Poynton is still with us as Club
Captain, his third year in this office and we
sincerely hope he will act in the same capacity
for many more years.

The activities of the club since Easter,
have been confined to a night trial and a day
run on Queen's Birthday weckend, a number
of Wanganui members took part, and a social
evening at Southward’s Engineering, was well
attended,

Otherwise at our monthly get together we
have seen some fine colour films, and several
dozen slides of the Morrinsville Rally, pre-
sented by Chas Maxwell, Len Southward and
Fred Spencer.

Len and Vera Southward are away
again on one of their jaunts, across the world,
these trips are of the greatest interest to all
branch members as the Southwards return
with boxes of colour slides of the differen:
Muscums they have visited. So far we have
seen the Ford Museum in America, a private
museum | believe in Los Angeles, containing
Steamers only, Stanleys mostly, and one
glorious Doble. Len has told us that from
the time of switching on the car is mobile in
a minute and a half. The Montague Museum
with its wealth of motoring history relating
to G.B.

Here again, slides, rather than colour
film allow us to dwell longer on any car that
catches the eye, such as the Leyland Eight
of Parry Thomas, the original Blue Bird etc,

By the way those of you who listen to the
Model T on Wednesday evening at 7.30
p.m. on its hectic trail blazing trip from

H. G. Thoms.

Wellington to Auckland in 1912, the sound
effects are genuine Model T recorded by the
N.ZB.S. at our run at Wainuiomata last
November.

Many Club members are busy prepar-
ing for the coming season, have seen a Maud-
sley in hundreds of pieces on a workshop
floor, a Lagonda taking shape in another, an
Overland coupe in a back yard, A certain
Darracq has had the dust wiped off it, while
others like ourselves are still making up their
minds where to start and what to do first,

The weekend of the 6th and Tth of
August saw some fine pieces of Vintage
Machinery around Wellington, some of it
being a much travelled and well-known in
both islands, a 23/60 Vauxhall of D. Gill
from Auckland, and a 20/60 Vauxhall be-
longing to Rex Scarrott of Hastings.

The occasion being the A.G.M. of the
parent body this year held here.  Delegates
and supporters from a large number of
Branches, Auckland, Hawkes Bav, Wanganui,
Blenheim, Canterbury, South Canterbury and
Southland, all of whom we hope were made
very welcome, in spite of the inclement
weather over the weekend. We enjoyed
very much meeting all the visiting members.

In closing it is worthy of note we feel,
that of the 20 cars to reach the finals in the
Concours d’'Elegance at Mornnsville, 7 were
from Wellington.

“Not a Nairn Convoy en route to Bagdad, but

Hubert Turtill and D’Arcy Nicholson with their
respective Cadillacs raken at Irishman Creek several
years ago.”



Before Repairing—

C. HUNTON LTD.
55 KILMORE STREET

Specialists in Meow Body Building, Chassis

Straigntening, Painting, Deoor Leck and
Window Winding Rtpnir;. &

-—=RAfter Repairing

WE TAKE THE DENT
OUT OF ACCIDENT !

Phone 69-786

Taylor Tyre Company Ltd.

THE TYRE SPECIALISTS

NEW TYRES — RECAPPING
USED TYRES
ODD SIZES STOCKED

ALL TYRES FITTED AT NO CHARGE

167 MADRAS STREET CHRISTCHURCH
PHONE 78-795

Jg




Restoration Technique

REMOVING BUSH FROM BLIND
HOLE. To get a worn bush out of a blind
hele, try this:—Turn up a plug of mctal
or hardwood, an easy fit for the bush, and
about 2 or 3 inches long. Hall-All the bush
with grease and insert the plug till it bears
on the grease (don't have any trapped air).
Then hit the plug a sharp blow with heavy
hammer. Hydraulic action will force the
bush out.

VALVE GRINDING. After grinding-in
a valve, do not omit to remove all traces of
grinding paste by wiping both valve and seat
with a rag damped with water. Wipe dry
and give a smear of oil to prevent rust. If
correct tappet gap is not known then a set-
ting of not less than .010in. for a side-valve
maotor should be fairly safe. Too little gap,
to obtain quietness, runs the risk of a burnt
valve. Some overhead camshaft jobs use a
smaller gap, even as little as .004in. if cams
and rockers are in good order. I an exhaust
valve gets burnt in spite of caieful grinding-
in, it points to too little tappet clearance, or
weak springs.

CONE CLUTCH. The old leather-faced
cone clutch can be an exceedingly ferce
animal and bitter enemy of gearbox, diff.,
and axle shaflts.  In their day they were
tamed with a few drops of neatsfoot cil, then
when that got too sticky after some use a
small teaspoonful of genuine “Fuller's Earth”
would work wonders. The genuine Fuller's
Earth is not readily obtainable now, and it
is doubtful whether the wvarious substitutes
will act as well.  Sometimes springs were
fitted under the leather to take up the drive
more gradually, but the leather soon wears
down over the springs and trouble recurrs.

SEIZED PARTS. *“Plus-Gas,” obtainable
in one pint tin with spout when, and if, vou
can get it, is a big help in freeing rusted and
seized parts. Just squirt it on, leave for a
day or so, and then try your luck. A badly
seized nut can often be [reed by expanding
it a little. Hold a heavy hammer against
one side and hit it on opposite side with an-
other light hammer. Do this all round if
space permits. Heat will also do the trick,
but it must be quick and severe such as the
acetylene torch. A hopelessly stuck nut is

removed quickest by splitting it with cold
chisel. This is less tedipus than sawing, and
lzss damaging than trying to cut the bolt with
the chisel. Of course, one can break a small
bolt simp'y by a hefty wrench on the nut.

What it was: Reader, ID. CONLON of Lower
Hur was first in with the details required which
are as fTollows:

The car in the June issue of “Beaded Wheels™
is a 1904 7 HLP. Brivish Alldays & Onions.  Other
interesting details are:

Engine: | eyl, side valve,

Bore and Stroke; 1006 x 114.2mm.

Capacity: 926ec, [gnition: Coil.

Gearbox: 3 speed Transmission: Shaft.

Body: 4-scat swing-seat

Brakes: Foot on transmission.

wheels.

Suspension: Ya-elliptic, Price: £180.

Manufacturers: Alldays & Onions Pneumatic

Engineering Co. Luwd,, Birmingham.

tOnneay.
Hand on rear

Alidays & Onions built light cars for twenty
ycars, from [1B98 to 1918, The firm was later re-
organized and itz products were marketed under
the mame Enheld-Allday, Car manufacture ceased
in 1926.

Other correct or near correcl answers were re-
ceived from Mr K. 5. Dawson, who i5 none othcr
than the child in the photograph and from his
brother Mr E. N. Dawson, and from Ken Rieper,
who alse remembered the actual car in guestion.
The photograph was taken in 1911 in Melson
Crescent, Napier.

What is it?




LETTER TO EDITOR
The Secretary, “Beaded Wheels™,
Dear Sir,

Would it be possible for you to oblige
me with any information en Model CBX,
1912-13 “Talbot™.

Up to date 1 have made contact with
many various Clubs but as vet have not been
successful.

Trusting vou can supply me with some
particulars or direct me to some other possi-
ble source. Yours faithfully,

D. HANLEY.
Border Electrics,
Dance Land Arcade,
Coolangatta,
Cueensland,
AUSTRALIA.

WANTED TO BUY

Back numbers of “Beaded Wheels"” in
good condition. 2/- per copy. Please
contact the Secretary, P.O. Box 2546,
Christchureh.

FOR SALE

The following back numbers are now available
at 3/- per copy.

March 1960 — 173 Printed copies
December 1959 — 120 o -
September 1959 — &1 P ..
December 1958 — 33 iz e
Septemher 1956 — 33 = =
December 1957 — 13 - o

June 1957 — 30 r g
September 1956 — 9 Cyelostyled copies
March 1956 — 12 i .

To ensure immediate delivery of YOUR
magazine please inform this office of
any address changes.

Classified Advertisements

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS RATES

MEMBERS OF VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF N.Z.
INC.: Free for first three lines {approx. 25
words); thereafter 1/- per line (8 words).

NON-MEMBERS: 5/- lor first three lines or less;
thereafter 1/~ per line.

To be accepted all advertisements must be typed
and be accompanied by the necessary remittance
and must be in the bhands of the Editor not later
:ihﬂn the 15th day of the month before publication

ate.

Special display advertisements of cars for sale
complete with photos may be inserted at special
and very reasonable rates, for details of which ser-
vice write to the Editor.
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FOR SALE: 1930 Series “S" Hupmobile
Carbriolet. 3 seater coupe, with dickey. In im-
maculate original condition. Engine just had
extensive overhaul. Genuine mileage 42,000,
Original owner for 2914 years. Enquiries to:
David Kav, 25 Idris Road, Fendalton, Christ-
church. Phone 54-343 private; 65-660 bus-
Iness,

FOR SALE: JEWETT parts from two dif-
ferent models. Write: C. W. Jowitt, Puke-
miro ,via Huntly.

WANTED TO BUY: Tyres, 600 x 23ins.
straight side, new or used, or will exchange
440 x 23ins. brand new. Geo. Wrav, § Fow-
ler Avenue, Hamilton.

WANTED: Specdometer gear-ring, attaches
to inside front wheel, for Morris-Cowley 1926
bullnose. R. A. Walker, Pukekapia, R.D.2,,
Huntly.

WANTED: One rear wheel and hub 2 1-inch
for 1926 Owverland. Miss Ainsworth, Bethle-
hem, Tauranga, No. 2 R.D.

FOR SALE: F.LAT. 501 Model Tourer.
Body by Johnson and Smith, Christchurch,
Spares for all parts. An ideal car for a vintage
enthusiast. For full particulars write C.
Robertson, 150 Lorn Street, Invercargill,
FOR SALE: 1922 Fiat, 501 S. This sports
tourer, polished aliminium body, red guards,
wheels and bonnet, in very good order
throughout, is available to a Vintage enthu-
siast only. This car is the only one of this type
for sale in N.Z. Contact Bob Scott, 58-856
business,, Cresswell Motors, 90 Cresswell
Avenue, Shirley.

FOR SALE: Body parts 1923 Model T Ford,
four door sedan. For further particulars, Les
Fitzgerald, 7 Carthew Street, Feilding.

WANTED TO BUY OR BORROW: A
Hand Book or Manual for a Fiat 509, Write,
L. R. Green, Seddon.

FOR SALE: Bentley, short chassis, 3-litre,
complete but dismantled, engine completely
rebuilt.  Also numerous engine spares 12/16
Sunbeam, A Anderson, 20 Hackthorne Rd,,
Cashmere, Christchurch. Phone 37-825,
FOR SALE: Alvis 12/350 diff. assembly com-
plete, 4.77:1., G. Easterbrook-Smith, 39
Cornford Street, Karori, Wellington.
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PRFFE'P EHE'ESEAS

Now Comes to New Zealand!

‘Fircstone

Town dCowitty

The Passenger Car Tyre thal
Pulls You Through Anywhere

Proved by Firestone in many countries of the
world—the Firestone Town & Country is ideal
for Farmers and all those whose driving takes
them, not only on good roads, but alse inte
rough back country tracks and soggy pasture-
land. Mo need for chains with Firestone Town &
Country . . . the rear wheel tyres which give
maximum craction in mud and slush. Firescone
Town & Country on the rear wheels and Fire-
stone De Luxe Champion PI00 on the front is
the perfect tyre combination for safer driving,
long wear and quiet "thump-free’ riding comfort
BLUS all-seazon traction.

SIZES AVAILABLE
{TUBELESS:I
6,40~ 13 Tubeless, 5.50/5.90-15
Tubeless, 6.00/6.40- 15 Tubeless
6.50/6.70- 15 Tubeless,

All Roadr=All Weathers
N SN UEE .

5.6a




-
‘balanced” SUPERGRADES

. « . care for vour car like no other oil can.

Correct care for your engines demands four distinet functions
from a motor oil — that it lubricates, cleans. cools, and seals.
Castrol's characteristic is that, better than any other oil, it 50
Integrates ("balances’) component Ingréedients, that no one
function diminishes or inhibils the 100% performance of
the others. Castrol always does all four things,
equally and superlatively well

NEXT OIL CHANGE GET CASTROL ‘balanced” SUPERGRADES

'%' CASTROLITE

Admirably suitable for most new
engines In winter and summer.

CASTROL XL
Recommended by some manufaclurers

for both winter and summer use
and iz especlally recommended

The Masterpiece in Oils. for engines with high mileage.

Always ask fr CASTROL EWWS - by hame
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