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Beaded fl' huls is th e voice of the Vintage Car Mo vem ent in N ew Zeala nd and of the Clubs w h ose eff orts
are fost erin g and ever w ide ning th e int erest in this mouem cnt and form rallying points for that ever in creas­
ing band uf enthusiasts. Th e fascinat ion of age itself or urulsion from th e flash y m ed iocrit y of our pr esent
d ay is dra wing an increasing nu m ber of mo toris ts back to th e indivi du ali ty , solid w orth, and fun cti on al
elegance that was demanded by a more discri m inating generation and it is to th ese that we dedicate-
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CO l'li Jl I'H OTO .-W,· make no apo logies fo r
ve t a no ther Va ux ha ll , nor are W t ' n or)' V au xh all
iJiasst'd ; ho wcvc r, thi s particular ph nt o re m inds
us of o ne o f our ' mem bers a t prvse n t ovv rsen s,
sa m e ca p , sa m e "dow n to t he ta sk look ." The
p ri n t is, how e ve r, ~h Edgar S tead a t th e wheel
of h is "A T nH' " Vaux hall circa 1910 wit h spec ia l
bodv . Pho to h y :\-11s Stead .

Under the ca pt ion-"TH O U G H T S, REVOLU­
TIONARY, DARK" th e Au gust circula r of th e Vin­
tag e Car Club of Au stralia Limited expounds wh at
to some of our m embers is little sho rt of heresy.

It contains a len gthy a nd not always log ical pr e­
amble to convince m embers that a motion to ame nd
the rul es of th e C lub regarding the age limit for post
vintage th oroughbred ca rs is not only necessary but
desirable . Apparently th e r ules of our counterpart in
Australia have quite com p lica ted definitions of vin­
tage spo rts ca rs, post vintage thoroughbreds, vintage
spec ials and so on, a nd it appears that the proposed
a ltera tion wants to brin g th e post vintage thorough­
bred class up to th e 3 1st De cember , 1946. Aft er a
close reading of th e preamble, one ca n onl y draw the
conclusio n that th ere mu st be ve ry few vin tage a nd
veteran ca rs left in goo d order in Australia because
to quote, th e preamble co nta ins thi s statement :

"In th e yea r 1961 , who but a garage proprietor or
a philanthropist could keep th e ac cepted vintage ca r
on the roac! in goo d go ing orde r? Metal fatigu e a lone
would render th e best of th em unsafe!"

NOW C O M ES THE AC CUSATION : These
pioneers ( the founders of th e C lub-Ed.) have m ad e
th e vintage m ovement so exclusive th at its own co n­
cept must eve ntua lly lead to its extinction.

" Already th e Ameri cans ha ve unearthed their last
vete ra n and a rc now manufacturing reproduction vet­
era ns. How far off is th e day wh en we assemble our
rep roduct ion 30/98?"

Either cond itions in Australia a re vas tlv different
from th ose pertaining in New Zealand or el~e the Vin­
tage Sports Car Club of Australia is bein g ove r­
whelmed by th e a rg ument which ap pears later in th e
preamble to th e effec t that a 193 5 V -8 Ford is a
better piece of eng ineering th an a Troj an Bathtub
or a three-seater C it roe n. There arc probably very
few pe opl e who would den y that th e afo resa id V-8
Ford was a better pieee of en gin eering th an th e T ro­
jan or C it roe n, but it would appear that our coun ter­
parts in Australi a fail to appreciate the proper concept
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of th e vintage years and look a t th e matter
rather from an aca dem ic eng ineering point of
view. G ra nted, th ere are some dr eadful vin­
tage and veteran ca rs judged from an engin­
eering point of view. But , judged as motor
vehicles of charac te r in so fa r as th ey embody
the whims and fan cies of th eir crea to rs, th ey
a re without equ al. (T hank God, br eathe
th e heretics l) T he vintage an d vete ra n ca r
mu st not be judged from an abstract and up­
to-d a te enginee ring point of view but ra ther
from a person al and con tem po ra ry point of
view. T he true-bl ue vin tage and veter an
owner is not con cerned with how mu ch bett er
his ca r could have been made if the designer
had tak en a degre e in engineering or used a
mode rn alloy valve instead of a cast iron one
for he accepts his ca r for wh at it is in th e
light of knowledge existing at the tim e wh en
it was made. The situa tion is an alogous to
th e comme nt of th e tedi ous bor e who, wishing
to sho w his p rofound knowledge of motor
ca rs, com pares th e handling of a Ford V- 8
with a 12/ 50 Alvis. Each has its own cha r­
ac terist ics and should be ju dged on indi vidu al
merit. M otor cars, like persons, a re or rather
should be, individuals judged on th eir own
merits a nd not by some hyp oth eti cal and
abstract ya rd-stick.

It will be int eresting to see th e fat e of th e
prop osals to ame nd th e rules of th e Vin tage
Spor ts Ca r Club of Au st ral ia becau se a t the
tim e when th is Club was founded , it looked
to th e V intage Sports Car Club of Au stralia
for guidance and help . As fat e wou ld have
it, it received little or no guidance or help
save a fairly off-hande d communica tion from
one of its members more or less deridi ng the
non-thorou ghb red vint age ca rs then owned
by the fou nd ati on members of thi s Cl ub. For­
tunately, ind eed for thi s Club its founders
turned to th e Vintage Sp orts Car Club of
G rea t Br ita in for gu idance and for a basis
upon which to mould our concept and orga n­
isa tion . It would appea r th at our adherence
to th e principal object of th e Clu b, namely to
foster in terest and engage in th e pr eservati on
and maintenan ce of vintage and vete ra n
veh icles, has stood us in good stead because
nowh ere is it apparent in this country th at
we should be moved to th e sa me degree to
a lter our wh ole conce pt of vin tage ca rs as is
p rop osed by our Au str alian counte rpar ts.
Ours is a worthy objec t and in deed a simple
one . Let us th erefore, while enjoying to the
utmost our vintag e and vete ra n motoring, not
lose sigh t of th e prime object of pr eserving
and maint a inin g our vehicles .

AN ALVIS ADVENTURE
O n the 10th of February, 1960, Rob and

An n Gunnel! boa rd ed th e It al ian sh ip
" Rorna ' on th e first stage of the ir trip to
Europe via Ind ia . With th em went th eir
well known 12/ 50 Alvis tourer , " Smo kcy,"
in whi ch th ey toured th rou gh Asia and th e
Co ntine nt. T he following a rticle is reprinted
by kind permission of th e Alvis Car Club of
Aust rali a , and is made up of a series of letters
from R ob to the C lub and printed in th eir
ve ry exce llent magazine " Alviba tics." M an y
of our mem bers will reme mber R ob wh en he
was sta tioned in N ew Zealand severa l yea rs
ago, ancl it is with pleasure that we reprint
this story of his marathon journey from Aus­
tr al ia to En gland in a vintage car.

" As [ write this we are resting in the home
of an Ind ian ge ntleman ( where could this
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happen but dear old Poon a ?). Ann and I
have ju st had a shower- some thing I d id n' t
think I could enjoy so much - an d the ser­
va nts have ju st fin ished wash ing an d polish­
ing 'Smo kcy.'

" We arrived in Bornbav ea rly in th e morn­
ing of th e 29 th February, safe and sound ,
which is a litt le surp rising after a ver y hecti c
da y in Sin ga pore where we spe nt half the day
buying a Ca non reflex a nd tclclens (fo r litt le
less th an half Aust ral ian price ) and the othe r
half fighting off taxi drivers, and ano ther not
quite so hecti c one in Colom bo wh ere wc had
an an swer for th e tax i dri vers in th e form of a
bu s tour ticket . Singapore is a fascin ating
but simply mad place with very narrow streets
a nd th ousands of taxis whose d rivers peddle
th em like maniacs, blowing horns incessa ntly
and th e odd thing is that a lthough th e maj or -



ity of ca rs there are th e popular small ish E ng ­
lish and Con tine n ta l m ak es, th eir horns so und
quite different from th e usual a nd in fact dis­
tin ctl y or ien ta l- pe rhaps that 's how Lucas
and Bosch horns sound after they hav e done
ten times as much work as they were des igned
for.

"March 6th, Sunday. I co nt inue th is let ter
as we sit in ou r little tent on th e side of the
road 5 mil es the Aust rali an side of Auranga­
bad, abo u t 160 miles n orth-east of Poon a ( a h,
dear old Poona l j and today being the 'day of
rest' th at is exactly what we are doing-a rest
from d riving, that is. This rest has not been
voluntary but more of thi s later.

buildings of th e Bombay Customs tr yin g to
ge t th e car cleared so that we m ight have
some where to put ou r gea r. This wa s a most
fantastic day a nd one which co u ld be written
up in the form of a 14 act 'Keystone Kop
K orn edy' affair. But finally at 5 .30 p .m. they
all ow ed me to tak e delivery of th e ca r from
th e wh arf. 'Smokey' sta rt ed inst antly and in
fact see med to be little the worse for its sea
voyage and wh arf handling.

" We stayed in Bombay two and three-quar­
ter days in all, and had a bit of a look around.
N ot able cars we saw were a 4 Y2-litre low
chassis Invicta in dreadful cond itio n a nd a
rather beautiful 19 35 (?) Gurney Nutting

The Al vis photog-raphed at I'ahal gum in Ka shmir, India.

" Smokey proved m ost reli able on th e sh ip,
su ffering no more serious derangement th an a
flat tyre. As th e car tr av elled deck ca rgo, I
wa s a ble to keep a co ns tan t watch on its co n­
dition and when finally the tyre refused to
respond to a ir transfu sions it became neces­
sa ry for m e to consult th e ch ief Officer and
seek his permission to perform an ope ration
to remove the offending wheel and repl ace it
with a spa re.

"Our en t ire first day in Bombay w as spe n t
- for Arm , sitt ing on th e wharf g ua rding all
our gea r, and for m e ceaselessly running in
littl e c ircles around the numerous offi ces a nd
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saloo n V 12 Hisp ana- Suiza which its proud
chauffe u r allowed us to inspect quite thor­
ou ghly. From his b rok en Engli sh I got a
sneaking idea th at th e car mi ght be up for
sa le a nd perhaps he'cl been in structed to dis­
pl ay it for a ny prosp ective buyers . Although
upon reflection I ca n ' t see wher e w e fit in
th ere. There were also a number of TC's,
and I wouldn't m ention this except that you
hav e nev er seen a T C MG until yo u 've seen
a turbaned, bearded Sikh driving one ! We
also made ourselves kn own to B. Barker
(V. S. C .C . member who runs a P.!. RR ) and
he told us of some of th e cars around Bombay.



It seems that there are several RR's, an 8-litre
Briti sh Atrocity, and from his description a
38-250 Mercedes. Apart from the three or
four V.S.C.C . members there , the cars a re
apparently not in ver y good hands, the Ind i­
an s not being the kind of people to appreciate
machinery ( like m ost Au stralians, I suppose ) .

"T he 120 miles run to Poona was over
fairly fl at country and reason ably good con­
crete roads except for a very long steep hill
whi ch reminded me that no tuning had been
done to the ca r since I put the engine to­
gether so 1 ad vanced the spark two teeth (and
th at evening adjusted th e tappets aft er tight­
ening the head, and adjusted th e float level ) .
This improved things some what. We encoun­
ter ed many 5-t on trucks on thi s road , as well
as thousands (well, hundreds) of ox carts,
whi ch made progress rather slow. Our first
25 miles takin g two hou rs !

" We arrived in Poona on the aft ernoon of
the second day and ca mped just the other
side of the maze of alleys the y call Poona .
The following morning we went ba ck into th e
town, to the bank and to get petrol, etc. At
th e service station we met the manager wh o is
the kind of Indian gentleman of wh om we
wrote at the beginning. He insisted we stay
with him as lon g as we like to stay in Poon a
and we accepted his hospitality gladly, stay­
ing th e night and sett ing off aga in the next
morning (Saturday ) . The 'Old Club' is now
th e Poon a Club, and, altho ugh India is 'dry'
(no gro g ) , it st ill seems popular. White peo­
ple seem to be as rare as 12/ 50 Alvises in
India now. The old barracks are still th ere,
but of course th e Injuns have tak en over.

"Camping ha s so far proved interestin g­
we almost always have an aud ience of Injuns
around us eac h morning and evening, and
when we were camped just out of Poona we
were aw akened by the police and warn ed not
to cam p out in th e jun gle because it is too
danger ous. The funny thing is there is hardly
a tree for miles.

"Yesterday we left Poona and travelled
about 160 miles in th e genera l direction of th e
Ell ora and Ajanta Cave.'> . The road was
pretty ghastly after the first 70 miles and was
int eresting in that one of the things whi ch I
th ought would happen did , although I hardly
expec ted it so ea rly in th e trip. Upon arriv­
ing at a town called Paithan we descended a

short, sharp, very deep sandy hill at th e bot­
tom of whi ch was a river. There was a low
level bridge under construction, but we
could n' t wait for them to finish it and th e
river was something over a hundred yards
wide, a co uple of inches ove r the top of th e
chassis in depth and with a very soft, coars e
sand bottom. In short- impassa ble.

"T he thought of retracing our steps for
abou t 35 miles and trying to find another way
across the river didn't appeal much, besides
whi ch we still would have requ ired assistan ce
to climb the steep sandy pinch up from th e
river, so we scrounged ar ound and hired a
crew of wallahs to push us through . After a
splendid bit of shoving , th e boys got us int o
the water, whereupon 'Srnokey' sank into th e
soft sand and wouldn 't budge. All th e heavy
contents of the car were th en ferri ed across to
th e other side on th e heads of th e boys- -you
should have seen Ann sitt ing there. After this
a further effort wa s made, still with little suc­
cess. As th e exha ust was still out of the water
I agreed to sta rt th e engin e to get it rolling
and this result ed in getting us in to the middle
of th e river befor e everyone ( there were
twelv e shove l'S and all goo d shovel'S the y) got
exhausted . At thi s stage the water was a bove
the breather holes in th e back axle and th e
car ju st wouldn't budge. So feelin g in a rather
magn animous fr ame of mind I got out of th e
car myself to make it a bit lighter. This
seemed to help a little becaus e slowly but
surely we go t it to th e other side . I drove it
th e last few yards out of th e water and over
th e soft sand to th e ' road .'

"You 've never seen such a mess, th ere was
oil everywhere. I persuaded the boys to wash
the car while it was in the river but running
th e eng ine to get it ou t was a bit of a mistake
as it shot oil over everything. The sum p,
gearbox and diff wer e full of water. I dump­
ed the engine oil and replaced it ( the re wa s
about a gallon of water in it ) and eased off
the drain plugs of th e diff and gearbo x till
oil sta rted to come out, aft er ab out half a
gallon of wat er from eac h of course.

" T he fee for this labour was 15 rupees
(ahout 30/ - Aust. ) whi ch was an incredibly
huge sum for these parts but worth it for
the experience, I thought. In all , I suppose
the ca r was in about half an hour and so
today (o r a t least half of today ) has been
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spen t greasing th e car and tapping off a bit
more wat er from th e gearbo x and diff and
rem oving the oil from th e n.s. rea r hub ( luck­
ily it hadn 't tou ched the brak e linings as it
just poured past th e axle slinge r a nd out the
bra ke drum while it was sta tio na ry last
night ). Also th e toolb ox un der the sea t was
still half full of water this morning and as it
con ta ins a ll the spare pa rts ( including a mag­
neto ) eve rything had to be taken out, dried
a nd oiled .

"So we felt that tod ay we'd just ge t every­
thing clea ned up an d have a bit of a rest an d
write this lett er and our di ari es, etc .

" Lndone, 11/ 3/60. You will probably be
surp rised to see we have not posted th is bef ore
now ; but if you rem ember th e schoolboy
riddle conce rn ing th e elepha nt 's behind and
the letter box you' ll appreciat e our need for
caution in this land of elephan ts. We have
come a further 400 mi les sinc e, a nd have seen
th e E llora and Ajanta ca ves which impressed

us grea tly, a lso th e Dhaulahab ad fort wh ich
was once , very temp orarily, the cap ita l of
Ind ia , and num erous othe r inter estin g temples
ete.

" If ever there was a world series 'c hicken'
competition we wou ld back Ind ian d rive rs
every time, as invariably th e d rivers of
approach ing big M ercedes lorr ies will not
budge an inch from the centre of th eir very
narrow roa ds. Str angel y, I don' t seem to
have mu ch guts, and give wa y to them eac h
time th ou gh th is mean s a certa in a mount of
cross country d riving .

" Poo r 'Smokey is suffering from a rather
higher temperature th an advisable, all this
despite man y a ttem pts to improve it by tun­
ing. I even removed the rad iator yesterday
to see if it was blocked, althou gh I felt sur e
it wasn't, an d I'm now con vin ced th at the
ca use of the tro uble is low octane fuel."

(T o be continued.)

:

The Gunn els makin g- camp in Gha ndijra h, Ind ia. Just look at Rob pol ishin g­
old S moke)' as thou gh Pandit Neh ru wa s putt in g- on a coucours for his

ben efit !
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PART 6

SEARCH AN0 RESEARCH

It 's am azing th e amount of inform at ion
and "bits" th at can be collected in ten yea rs'
sea rch for a single, but oh so import ant item.
1951 you find a ca r- V auxhall, rather un ­
usual, Y.2 in fa ct-but NO RADIATOR.
"Oh, well, I suppose something will turn up! "
The origin al as mentioned before, went for
scra p during the war.

First assistance was from Andy, who mea­
sur ed up the radiator of Vauxhall Motors
1909 ca r, for me. "Funny, doesn't seem to
fit, perh aps 'O ld Blue ' had a special radi­
ator." Of course we now know that Vaux­
hall Motors ca r is the 16 h. p. B09 model.
By 1958 all th at had turned up was the bat­
tered shell of ano ther IG h.p . model rescued
from a local scrap merchant , with th e core
smas hed out. "That'lI do for a pattern. " A
sheet of brass arrived hom e shortly aft er , and
lat er an early truck radiat or with gilled tubes.
M easurements were obtain ed from Jim Car­
rick in W an ganui from his ' 13 A T ype.
"What's this? Som ething diff erent here." In
1912 when the A T ype was slightly remod­
elled the radiator changed a littl e, too. This
was when th e tapered flutes replaced the
straigh t type on the bonnet , but that inform a­
tion came lat er. . . . There was no real inclin­
a tion to sta rt manufacturing the object in
qu estion and we kept putting it off hoping
some thing might turn up.

Various clues led to the assumption th at the
Waimat e ar ea might hold a Vauxhall or two.
First chase was to Otikaieke near Kurow,
where there was a Prince H cnrvl in smas hed
condition. Of course most Vau'xhall clues are
either ab out P.H .'s or 30 /98's- just as all
Ford T's ar e brass radiator. This turned out
to be a very badl y smashed " D T ype" about
1920. Aft er the sledgeha mme r treatment
there was really only chassis and little bits left.
The instrument panel was supposed to have
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gone to Waimate . Does anyone know an y­
thing further ab out this ? Then th ere was th e
elusive Mr Lavers, a one-time own er whose
home was in Wairnate , but who worked in
Mataura. Tried a couple of times to see him
in M at aura but he was alw ays away. M ore
of this lat er and of a NIr Geddes ex-Wai rnate
a rea- or so the clue had it. These items of
information were so vag ue and were ab out
fourth hand so th at to begin with , were prac­
tically discounted. It just goes to show it
pays to be persistent.

Next came the offer in 1959 of a 1914 "A
Type" radiator in Auckland . "Well , I sup­
pose it 'll be bett er th an making one up if it's
not quite right." Eventually we decided to
go up and collect it as there was a motor, too ,
whi ch might be useful for spa res. Interest in
Vauxhalls genera lly had been aroused bef ore
this, while delving for information on " Y.2 ."
" Was there any more of th e ca r?" Wc learn­
ed that the body and chassis of the ' 14 A were
probably still near Gisborne, and this defin­
itely needed further looking into. As well,
out of th e blue came the offer to sell the "E
T ype" 30/98 too. There was only one answ er
to that. So Cordon acquired one of the " im­
mort als." Decided to dri ve home via the
East Coast in the " E T ype" and look further
into the ' 14 A remain s. This involved a
couple of days scra tching to collect all th e bits
- chassis com pletely overgrown with creep­
ers, even th e lamps in one shed and the body
still with the tattered canvas flapping fram
th e hoodbows in an oth er. R esult , a wh ole
ca r- well, pr acti cally. AI04 th e 1914 16/ 20
model with motor Al 00 was purch ased by
NIr H . G. Tucker of Makauri near Cisbornc,
Irom \V . B. Scott and Co., and was used until
abo ut 1930 afte r whi ch it rem ain ed on the
farm, late r left to a neph ew , Mr Sclwyn
Smith . W ith it were spa res still in their



wrappers, a few photographs and negatives,
and sundr y pamphlets on C.A.V. ligh ting, "A
Type" spar e parts lists, etc. Now you could
say we had the first and the last of the model,
but here's the rub , only one rad iat or. " Back
where we started, looks as if eventually we'll
still have to make one."

Next th rough the grapevine, news of a
mo tor in Waima te. Th is was on a sawbench
- no radiator-and after inspection decided
the price was too high. Finally, with the
help of Athol Asher and considerable haggling
on his pa rt the motor was purchased-more
spa res. I f s su rprising how four or five clues
- all d iffere nt-ca n come back to the same
ca r. A09 134, the Waimat e sawbench motor,
eventua lly th rough Messrs Lavers, Geddes
and sundry othe rs held th is story.

T he A09 numbers ra n from late 1908 (the
first A Ty pe model ) until la te 1910, in all
249 of the series were produced, and this car
was probably early I ~) IO. T he ea rliest owner
wc know of definitely, was a Mr Andy Hamil­
ton of T imar u-i-who was evidently rather a
fast and fur ious driv er. H e sold the ca r in
1929 for £6 to M r Charles Lavcrs of Wai­
mate. A two-seat er car with a " box on the
back." " Real qualit y job , the best ca r I ever
had ," M r La vers said . H e could get to
T imaru in 35 minutes from W aimat e- on
shingle roads taking reasonable ca re . T hat's
avera gin g 5 1 m. p.h. T he next own er was a
M r Georgc Geddes of the Geraldin e ar ea . His

son ]im eventually stripped the car- prob­
abl y about 1936-for a saw bench. At th is
stage it still had the original chass is, wheels
and radiat or. I t was next known at Glen­
avy, then purchased by M r Clarence Wri ght
of Waimat e, by now a bare motor only. A
sad story, the grad ual disint egration of a very
worthwhile car. W hile tracing the ea rly own­
ers of the car in the fa int hope of locat ing the
radia tor, a whole day was spent with Mr ] im
Geddes go ing rou nd the var ious farms in the
Geraldine area on which he had worked . The
nett result , one wheel and a few rear brake
parts. T he motor is int eresting, being the
first standa rd model, as a cornparison with
"Y.Z," the pr ototype .

But is th at all the sto ry of A09 134 ? The
ph ase "box on the back" in connec tion with
M r Lavcrs' descri ption of the ca r, leads to a
theory. This is purely supposition on our
part but it is possible that this is th e ca r orig­
inally owned by Mr Edgar Stea d of C hrist­
church. A few details of M r Stea d's ca r may
be of interest anyway. His car had a special
body built by Boone and Co., of C hristchur ch,
to M r Stead's own design so as to sleep two
comfortably utilizing the dickey. T his was so
as to be fully eq uipped for trips into the back
country. O ther extras incl uded commodious
runni ng board compartme nts and othe r re­
finement s. See ph otos. T he ca r took part in
the H ackth orn e Hil lclimb of 1911 an d was
placed first in the Privat e Owners' Class.

( Photo hy J. , V. ;\'('\'l ~ l l. )

1914 "A T ype" Va ux ha ull "A104" from Ma kau ri .
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First , both on formula a nd fastest time in th at
section 1 mi n . 56 1-5 sec., whi ch was th e
fourth fas test tim e of th e day. T his was th e
yea r of four V auxhall en tries which swept th e
board in both classes.

T hen came a mos t in trig uing letter fro m
Bri a n W ycherl ey. N ext a franti c phon e ca ll
to P almerston North, inspect ion by th e Tu rn ­
bull b ro the rs, finally th e collec tion ea rly last
yea r of the rema ins of All 27 8. Nothing
m uc h- pa rt chassis, scut tle, part of th e bon -

net , bu t a RADIAT OR, the co rr ec t sh ape
and in ve ry good orde r. T his was foun d by
St an T urner a nd obtained with Bri a ri's assist­
an ce.

Yes, you m igh t ask, th er e's plenty of talk ,
but you 've no excus e for no t gett ing Y2 on
th e road now. The mo tor ac tually is in th e
process of rejuvenati on but, T I M E it seems
is mo re diffi cult to find th an eve n a rad iat or
for " O ld Blue."

1I r S te ad's Yauxhall in wet weather trim.

A back-number of New York Satu rdav
Even ing Post gives so me un authent ic Eng lish­
German t ran slations :

H enrich Whoofcnba rkcrs W o rd en Booker:
Spy : sch no openschnc ckcr .
Co unters py : schnoo penschnec kcrschuoo-

penschneeker.
Espi on age : schnoo penschncc kcrplotc n-

scheern.
J et-pla ne : whoofenwhi zze r.
J et-pilot : whoofenw hizz ertookenupper.
Bomb: exploclenwhammer.
Old : w hrinkellinerg h .
H en : scra tchc rcluc kcnrna ma .
C hic ken: scra tche rcluc kcn mamafluffcn-

chee per.
So perhaps, the following migh t a pply :
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Veter an ca r ( as found ) : ju nkcrwaggou­
hecp .

Vete ran ca r ( restored ) : Sc h pit zcnsch incr­
j unkcrwaggonhcep ,

Vete ra n ca r Driver : Schpiizensc h incrj un­
ker waggo nhee p fluff cnc hcc pergc rflunkcn hei­
mer.

And, by th e sa me process, pe rha ps :
V in tage ca r ( a ll types ) : Wrink ell inergh­

cxplodc nwha m m cr .
V in tage ca r Driver : Wrinkellin ergh explod­

cnwha rnrnc r tookcnuppcr,
V intage ca r Lady D river : \Yrin kell inergh­

expioden w ha m mc rscra tch ercluckcnmain atoo k­
enupper.

''''c ca n now all ge l busy brush ing up O U I'

vocabula ry in readiness for H AA STPASSI N ­
T E R NATI ONAL PLOTENSC H EE M .



Correspondence
The Ed itor.

Dear Madam,- If I was sur prised at some
of the sta tements in Mr Nathan 's earlier let­
ter, I can only say that I was aston ished a t
the following statement in his last letter to
" Beade d Wheels," (quote) " I am sure two
Wall Street brokers of th at era , one with a big
Du esenberg, the other with a big Hispan o­
Suiza with simila r body-work , would find the
H isso ahea d in a road contest of any length­
simply becau se Hisses tended to stay together
and Du eseys tended to 'get sick.' Yet , despite
these id iosyncrasies ( let' s be polite about
this l ) I am amo ngst those who would prefer
to own the Du esey if th ere was a choice !"
( Unq uote. )

Mr Nathan has wisely not told us just how
big this "big Hispan o Suiza" might be, but
assuming it to be the biggest one (the V 12 ) ,
and also assuming the Du esenberg to be the
most powerful one at th at tim e (which would
not be really necessary in a clash with th e
Hisso, which is unblown ) , T am just as sure
that the ou tcome wou ld be decidedly in the
Ducscnberg's favou r.

Since NII' Nathan is in the lan d where the
Ducsenb erg was built perh a ps he will be good
enough to tell us the source of his info rmation
about Duescn bergs "ge tting sick" as he so
coyly puts it, a nd also the nature of their
alleged " illnesses," becau se of all the Duesen­
berg dat a I ha ve read , I have never once
seen even a hint of th is happening and at
In dian ap olis in pa rt icular their good hea lth
was never in qu estion whi ch is more than can
be sa id for some other makes.

I would draw M r Natha ri's a ttention to
December, 1960, "Beaded Wheels," top of
page 3 1, to a lett er signed " Piece de Resist­
a nce, " whi ch may further clarify for him
what the outcome would be of this proposed
specula tive clash. H owever , there is one
point on whi ch I am in wholehea rted agree­
ment with M r Natha n, a nd that is (quote) " I
am amongst those who wo uld prefer to own
the Ducsey if there was a choice !" ( U n­
qu ote. )

Yo urs sincerclv, ,
NOEL M cM ILLAN.

The Editor.
Dear Mada m- I thought the article con­

tributed by Mr 1'. 1'. N. Co leridge in the
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December issue most informative and of great
value in rela ting modern oils to ca rs that were
built in the ea rly period-it is the first time
I have been able to obta in a uthentic da ta on
th is most important subject.

Needl ess to say, when a nyone writes abou t
cars that are my contem poraries it brings a
fl ood of mem ories to me. O ne such mem ory
happened when I read his commen ts on
Model T which ended with the sen tence" . . .
SAE 10. T his use of such a ligh t oil was
prob abl y un iqu e for a ny motor eng ine built in
th at per iod ." There was an eng ine that used
a mu ch lighter oil.

This was th e Warren car, a tot ally undis­
tinguished Am erican ca r, whi ch in specifica­
tion and a ppea ra nce was almost identi cal to
every other Am erican ca r-even in those days
they man aged to make them all alike. It re­
mains in my mem ory only for having the all­
tim e record for need ing a light lub ricat ing
oil and for its insat iable appetite for second
gears.

At this time, 1916, the wa r in Eu rope was
going fu ll blast in a state of splen did inactiv­
ity- the mud dle an d debacle of Ga llipoli was
behi nd us, and the high command were busy
planning the next one, to be on a bigger scale
th an any previous effor t. The war mad e re­
placement parts diff icult , so the firm with
whom I was serving an appre nticeship in en­
gineer ing was frequ ently called upon to make
gea rs for ca rs, which led to a motor depart­
ment. The Warren proved a fine spare tim e
job-whenever a lathe was without work, it
turned up a blank for a Wa rren second­
when the m iller was idle, it cu t the teeth­
when th ere was roo m in a pot , the gea r was
case-hardened . H arrison & Gash were the
agent s a nd I think the)' mu st h ave kept us
informed of the importati on ra te, so we could
keep pace with the demand . But a ll this has
noth ing to do with oil.

We alwa ys knew th e 'Warren liked light
oil in the eng ine, so when an owner ph oned
up (why us, I ca nnot tell ) , to say he had ru n
out of oil the other side of Otah uh u, a dozen
miles away, an d wou ld we go out and bring it
in-no, it had no t seized-it could run . We
took a tin of M obiloil Arctic (SAE 10 ) , th e
light est oil ava ilab le as used in Fords and
buzzed off. Fined the sum p, swung th e handle



and dr ove it back. All was well. Next morn ing
we tried to start, but the united efforts of two
men on th e handle could only manage a
sluggi sh inch- it wa s firmly stuc k. 'Wha t
happens now ? vVe asked H arrison & Gash.
" O h," they repli ed , when they had stopped
laughing . "You have th e w rong oil. You
mu st use, \'\' olfs Head Crystal Clea r."

We sen t out for a tin, in th e meantime filled
th e head s with kerosene and after a wh ile
could turn the engine. Drained an d washed
ou t the sump clea r of a ll th e SAE 10.

The new oil was the colour of kerosen e,
blue clear, an d of a consistenc y very little
heavier- certainly much lighter th an the
househ old 3-1 of the present day. With this
in th e sum p, th e Warren ran as swee tly as a
W arren.

T ha t, I thi nk , constitu tes th e all time record
for light oils in a motor ca r (sorry, a utomo ­
bile ) eng ine.

Yours,

DI CK MESSENGER.

Waikato Notes

T he Ed itor .
Dear M adam,-May 1, a recent and lowly

add ition to th e ranks of the club, raise my
voice in suggestion ? I' ve a tte nded a nu mb er
of ra llies in an d a round Can terbur y, and
noticed the large amoun t of clobber needed
( poles, ropes, ete. ) and realised th at it was
p robably br ought in th e ba ck of a competing
ca r, or else someone's "tin box." It strikes
me that the clu b is losing a good ch ance for
public ity here, so how about a club vintage
truck or va n ? So me thing neatl y restored ,
with perhap s "Vin tage Car Club of N.Z.
( I ne.) Ca nty Bran ch ," stenc illed on the door s
would, I think, be a good investment. A small
levy could be extrac ted from me mbers, to
cover cost of pu rch ase and restorati on . If th e
cost of a truck would be considered pr ohibi­
tive, why not one of those indestr ucta ble
" Butcher Boy" Harlcy-D avidson and side

deliver y-box outfits?
Of course th ere may be arg um en ts against

my idea, bu t daw gonit , it is a nice th ought !
Yours faithfully,

L. N. W OGAN .

To dat e we have had q uite a busy few
wint er months. At th e end of May a M ystery
Run was held. Eleven vin tage and seven
modern ca rs toured th e Rukuhia, O ha upo,
Pi ron gia a rea, finishi ng up at the beautiful
W aipa M emo ria l Park, T e Awamutu. Twu
newly restor ed vintage cars mad e their deb ut
with th e club, a 1924 Studcbaker and a boat­
tai led Essex, th ese belon gin g to two new
members, K . G ibson , H amilton , and P. D ur­
ham, Waitoa respectively. D uring th e after ­
noon , Barr ie G ran t a rr ived with his latest
purch ase, on a tr a iler. A 1926 H arl ey Dav­
idson 7/9 motorcycle. From the sublime to
th e ridicul ous, I'd say. Barr ie is mak ing a
su perb job of his V 16 Cadiliac. T he overall
wi nn er for th e vintage car class was ]. Bay­
ley of T ira u in his 1930 Franklin ; W . j elaca,
H untly, in his 1928 H udson was second, and
D. G reen , H amilton , in his Lagonda, and R.
Hicks, M orr insville, in his Austin 7, tied for
th ird p lace. M essrs M . Brern ner and F . Hi rst
tied for first place in th e modern ca r class.

Presid ent: R . H. M etcalfe.
Vet eran and Vint age Car Club (Waikato) In c.

Secretary : :\Jr s .J. Rob erts, p.a. Box 924, Hamilton.

A local rep resentat ive of a n insu rance com­
pa ny add ressed members a t a recent ge ne ra l
meet ing on insuran ce pol icies, espec ia lly com­
pr eh ensive cover, third party person al inju ry
an d th ird party p rope rty damage. He was
asked many qu estions, and all ag reed th at
this was a most informat ive evening .

Although th rou gh out the Waikat o, it rain­
ed and kept on ra in ing for two days, with
resultant floods, the weather man was ver y
kind in th e vic ini ty of M at amat a H ot Springs.
Over sixty members and fri en ds, in eleven
modems, seven vin tage ca rs and one vintage
motor cycle sta rted at Ga rde n Place, on ] uly
16th . Mr Les Death our immediat e past­
secre ta ry, de fied th e cold win d and travelled
on h is immacul at e Dou glas C .\ \' . motorcycle.
I t looked as th ou gh it had just been open ed
out of the box, way ba ck in I~)25 . \V c all
know now , wha t he has been doing with his
spare tim e, since go ing out of off ice.

\Ve were joined by two ca rs of members
f ra m T e Puk e, two of our M ata ma ta mem­
bers and anot he r from K awhia ,
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Drivers set their own pac e and estimated
tim e of a rr ival, and an swered a few qu es­
tions as well.

Mr Ron Roycroft, Glen Mu rra y, in his
1926 Chev. 4 gained first place, with Grah am
R oberts in Essex 1929 seco nd, and Roy R ow e,
M odel A, in third place in th e vintage ca r
section. Miss Marylin Hugh es was the win ­
ner in the modern sec tion . Co ngra tula t ions
to three of our youngest members on th eir
splendid performance.

On th e wa y home mo st of us call ed to see
Mr R . Catchpole 's " Stutz", whi ch is in th e
course of rest oration . This is really going to
be a class car and we look forwa rd , with
int erest to see ing it during the com mg
summer.

Nearly 100 " tramps" of all sha pes a nd
sizes turned up to wh at is con sidered «The"
soc ial of th e yea r. Ther e was no question of
the unqualifi ed success of th e evening and
pri zes were aw arded to M rs C. J owett , Puke­
mi ro, hest lady tr amp ; K en Gihso n, best
gentleman tr amp; and to J oa n and Ernie

Brown th e best co uple . Suppe r was tru e
tramp style, m ashed spuds, stew, sausages
and bread and butter . A goo d time being
had by all.

W e were recently donated a vintage break­
down waggon, a " Buddy Stewart" by cour­
tesy of "Track Services Ltd. " It is now be­
ing restor ed in tru e vintage style by volun­
teers. When co mpleted we exp ect to take it
on club outings, and it is a lso to be av ailable
for hire to members who may ne ed it, for per­
sonal use, whil e restoring th eir vehicles. W e
a re gra teful to the don ors and th e members
wh o are working on it.

vVe hav e welcom ed twel ve new members,
during th e past three months, and are pleased
that quite a number of th em are teen agers,
a nd yo ung men , th e majority with vin tage
cars ; this augurs well , we think, for th e future
of our club.

vV e have severa l more functions coming up ,
for th e rest of th e winter, th en I suppose we
will be th inking of bigger things, holidays, our
annual rall y, etc .

WELLINGTON BRANCH NOTES

This bra nc h is now plungin g into its fourth
year and it is to be hoped th at it will he as
successful as th e previous ones.

O ur a nnua l gene ra l meeting was held on
the 18th of July and was well at tended. Acti­
viti es for th e coming veal' wer e discussed and
it was left to th e n'c\~ co mmittee to arran ge
a su itable programme.

Cha rlie M axwell wa s re-elected cha irman
and Co lin D ray was made the sec reta ry, so
any enq uiries shou ld be directed to him . The
club ca pta in 's duties a rc to be perf ormed by
th at alw ays willing member, Trevor Parkin­
son . Hugh Webl ey is ou r new tr easurer. The
co mm ittee co nsist of J. Dran sfield , A . Dray,
T . Bru ce, R. Ivin a nd L. Sou thwa rd .

Only tw o Wellin gton members went to th e
T aupo week-end whi ch th ey th oroughl y en­
joyed and no doubt more members will atte nd
this most worthwh ile event next yea r.
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T he Pah autanui Post Office celeb ra ted its
Ce nte nnia l ea rly in ] uly and th e Vin tage Car
Club a ttended to help make the occasion a
memorable one. Thirteen cars were present
and a ver y ple asant afternoon was enjoyed by
all.

A " kno w your Great er \Vellin gt on " run was
held on Sunday the 30th July. Only tw o
vintage ca rs ente red and all othe r members
went in their modern heated sa loons. The
run went through Lower a nd U ppe r Hutt and
back to W ellin gt on th en out to Southward
Engin eering for tea whi ch was p rovid ed by
everyo ne bringing a plat e. This cu t out the
usual soc ial evening.

R estoration s are few and far between these
days in Wellin gt on, but on c of worthy not e
is T eel Daunt's 1920 4-cvlinder R en ault
roa ds te r whi ch is undergoing' a complete re­
build , but is temporarily held up owing to th e
lack of a crown wheel and pinion. If any­
one co uld help T ed would be most gra tef ul.



"BEADED WHEELS" DIRECTORY TO THE VINTAGE
CAR CLUB OFFICERS

National E xecu tivc.
President: R. B. Shand , Christchurch.
Club Capta in: L. G . J. White, T eddington .
V ice-C lub Captain : and " Beade d W heels"

Edi tor: M ollie Anderson, C hr istch urch.
H on. Secretary : A. A. An derson , Christ­

ch urch.
Committee : L. B. So uthward, Wellingt on ;

R . Port er , Carterton; H . B. Foster , Ch rist­
church ; N . C. Adams, Au ckland .

All correspondence to Club Secre ta ry, E . A.
Bailey, P .O. Box 2546 , Christchu rch.
Auckla nd Branch:

Ch airman : H . R obin son .
Secreta ry : N . C . Adams, 33 Wairoa Road,

D evonpor t.
Ba y of Plenty Branch:

Chairman : L. Coupe.
Secre ta ry : G . Ca pper, J ohn Street, M t.

M aunganui.
Wanganui Branch :

Chairman : A. P. T onks.
Sec reta ry: R . P . Lee, 47 M t. View Street,

W an ganui.
Hawkes Bay Branch:

Chairman : R. K ilbey.
Secreta ry : N . E. F indlay, M altby Street ,

Mecanee,

W ellington Branch:
Chairman : C . M axwell.
Secreta ry: C . D ray, 8 Bent ick Ave nue,

Wellington.
Marl bo ro ugh Branch:

Chai rman : L. Lor d .
Secre ta ry : J. T . M ay, 4 1 Mu ller Road,

Blen heim .
Canterbury Branch:

Chairman : E . J. S. Walker.
Secreta ry : R . J. Curnmi ns, 23 Ran dolph

Street, Li nwood , Christchurch .
South Canterbury Branch:

Chairman: G . V·/. P idd ington.
Secreta ry: B. Good ma n, c/o. P .O., W ash­

dyke.
North Otago Branch :

Chairman: R. M urray.
Secre ta ry : J. Suthe rla nd, Towa rd Stree t,

O amaru .
Otago Branch r

C ha irman : R . E. N. O aklcv,
Secreta ry : A. C . Carro l, c/o . Roslvn Fire

Sta tion , D uned in .
Southland Branch:

Chairman : J. R . L indsav.
Secretary : J. W . Barnes, 20 6 Bluff Road ,

In vercargill.

EXTRACT FROM THE NAPIER INSTRUCTION BOOK
DATED NOVEMBER, 1904

I t is to he clea rly and distin ctly under­
stoo d th at each of the following R ules is to be
carried out fa ithfully, and th at th e evasion of
anyone of them will be looked up on as a ser i­
ous offence.

R ule 1. T he Chauffeur to commence h is
duties a t 7 a .m ., a nd th e t ime from this hour
unt il 8.30 a .m , to be reserv ed solely for the
cleaning and general ove rhauling of the car.

R ule 2. At 8.30 a .m. th e Chauffeur mu st
ca ll for his ord ers for th e morning .

R ule 3. T he ca r and mech anism to be kept
scru pulously clean.

Ru le 4 . Any negligen ce in th e upkeep of
th e ca r wh ich may tend to jeopa rdize th e
safety of th e occ upa nts when driving will be
looked upon as an UN PAR D ONABLE
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offen ce, and will ren der the dri ver liahie to
INST ANT DI SMISSAL.

Rule 5 . It is to be clea rly un derstood th at
when d riving a lad y in th e car it is not to
excee d 15 m iles an hour un der any circum­
sta nces wha tever, and in th e stree ts ;)f a tow n
or other place where th ere is traffic, th e
speed should not exceed a t most 7 or 8 miles
an hour, and less accord ing to circumsta nces.

Rule 6. Smoking is prohib ited while clea n­
ing or working on the car.

Ru le 7. No so-ca lled im provemen ts or a lter­
a tions arc to he made to the working parts
of the ca r without express au thor ity .

Rul e 8. Any com pla in t regard ing th e un­
sa tisfacto ry working- of the ca r th rou g-h sus-



peered struct ur al defe cts is to be rep orted in
writing. Arrangements will be made to have
the ca r inspected at regul ar interv als.

Rule 9. The Chauffeur is expec ted to be
within call through out th e day when the ca r
is not being used by the fami ly.

Ru le 10. The ca r mu st never be put away
at night with out being cleaned .

Rule 11. T ools, spa re parts, tyres and othe r
accessories, wh en not in use, to be placed in
th e cupboards and she lves provided for the
purpose.

Rule 12. When dri vin g the car, every
ac tion should be gentle and not sudde n, and
corne rs should be taken slowly.

Use the brakes as little as possible.
Clutch to be kep t well lubricat ed.

Rule 13. If th e Chauffeur conside rs that he
has not time to look aft er th e ca r conscien ti­
ously, he is to give informati on in wr iting ,
when an inquiry will be made, and if found

necessar y th e car will be left unused , a t a time
conve nie n t, for a suffi cient period for the
Ch auffeur to co mplete his work .

Rule 14. A thorough exa mina tion sho uld
be mad e weekly by th e C ha uffeur to see th at
a ll nuts and bolts are tight and secu rely fast­
ened .

Rule 15 . Ca re sho uld be taken th at eve ry
moving joint is lubrica ted, direct ly before
taking the car for a run . Such joints as
radius rod ends, spring shac kles, clutch ac tu­
a ting gear, etc ., etc. , a lso hub ca ps and all
grease e ll ps should be a ttended to.

Ru le 16. All accumulat ors must be kept
fully cha rged with ac id solution and cur rent,
and all electrical terrri nals kept clean an d
tight.

Rule 17. Petrol must only be poured into
tan ks when car is outside coach-house, as th e
close proximity of the gas jet to car with fu ll
tanks wou ld be a danger shou ld th is reg ula­
tion be ove rlooked .

( Photo M r, S'l'ad . )

:\11' Eunson 's 1909 Wolsetey -Siddeley pnorog ra phed a t th e Duuedi n-Brizhton and Road Tested last issue.
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RESTORATION OF A 1909 HUMBER TWIN CYLINDER

First let it be stated tha t this car is now
merely a collection of pieces, but it is hoped
that it will be ready for the next Dunedin­
Brighton run.

Sp ecifica tions : M otor-twin cylinder side
valv e cast as a pair with non detachable cylin­
der head access to valve s being through four
brass " bungs." Horsepow er 8. Bore and
stroke 80 x 120 mm. giving a capacity of l 525
cc . The clutch is a multi plate disc running
in oil. Ignition is by dual coil and H .T. ma g­
neto . Gearbox- 3 speed and reverse . Brakes
- hand on rear whe els; foot on transmission .
There are no brake linings. The cas t steel
shoes work on cast iron drums. Suspension is
half elliptic : the front sp rings being some
eighteen inches shorter th an the rear ones.
When new th e car sold in England with th e
standard two sea t body for £ 195 .

During a run to Balclutha late last year we

1909 twin cylinder Humber as found,
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By D. Warren Jordan

heard about this car at K aitangata, some five
miles away. Unusuall y enough I had known
the owner for some time but did not reali se
that he had such a ma chine in his possession.
The ca r was inspect ed and arrangements
made to bring it to In vercargill some 90 miles
aw ay. The ca r was delivered in Februar y of
this year and since then I have wondered on
numerous occasions what 1 have let myself in
for. The following parts wer e gone forever:
the bod ywork (1 must adm it that I have one
and a half mudguards and half a bonnet ),
wh eels, magneto and the transmission from
motor to back axle, although th e rem ains of
the gea rbox casing ar e there . The steering
was completely immovable but the motor had
been started shortlv before the car was ob­
tained . All the springs had separa ted and th e
only original wh eels wer e on the back axle but
the se wer e useless. Even th e hand brake



lever was fro zen on positi on. Spring shackle
bolts wer e a lso rusted in position . T his gives
some idea of th e Humber 's cond it ion.

H ow had it a ll happened ? Fi rstly, th e car
was imported from England in 1909 by Mr
Stcvcnso n, th e coalmi ne manager a t K aitan ­
gata. It rem ained in his family for its useful
life. Originally it was fitted with an open
two-seat er body bu t lat er it had doors, screen
and hood put on altho ug h it a lways remain ed
a two-seat er. H e mu st have go t involved
with th at " d readed sides lip" at some stage be­
ca use th e tie rod was badly out of lin e as was
th e drag link. The front wh eel bearings have
almos t colla psed, so it was a wonder th at th e
ca r was roadworthy in th e last few years of
use. One da y in th e 1920 's I think th e owne r
selec ted two gea rs at th e sa me time thus
wreckin g th e gea rbox and putting th e ca r off
th e road . Then for a number of yea rs it
mad e a goo d sa wbe nc h, Fin allv eve n that
was g ive~ up and th e ca r left by th e river.
As th e Clutha flood s at least once a yea r th ere
is no need to guess what happened. It was
abo ut thi s stage th at I a rrived .

No w to work . All accesso ries, brackets, etc .
were rem oved from th e chassis. So me bolts
came ou t quite eas ily after being soa ked for
two weeks with plu s gas, but some ho w I
think th e blowt orch is a bet te r idea. Every­
th ing was tak en off ( which tak es a lot of time
and hard wo rk ) leaving just th e bare chassis.
This was th en weld ed up and new sec tio ns put
in as quite a large number of pieces had
rusted out completely. The chassis is cha nnel
stee l with three cross members, th e rear one
being a tube. T he mot or and gea rbo x a re
ca rried in an ang le steel subfra me. The
chass is a t th e front bein g about nin e inch es
narrower than at th e rear. This was th en
sandblast ed , whi ch is th e onl y way to obta in
a good job, after whi ch it was scac h rorncd,
given two coa ts of prcp arakot e and th en the
finishing coats of pa stel g rey-some nin e coa ts
in a ll. This is now ready to hav e th e brac­
kets and fittings pu t on. All brackets and
othe r sma ll parts a re sa ndblas ted and th en
bak e ena me lled befor e fitting. A little expen­
sive but not un dulv so and definit elv worth it.
All bolt s a rc go ing to be nickel plat ed as will
be all th e or igina l fittings. Humber were
grea t believers in plating; eve n the radi at ors
wer e plat ed as ea rly as 1904.

T he back axle has bee n stripped a nd is in
qu ite reason ab le co nd ition . As th e crown-
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wh eel has seventv-six teeth I didn 't feel like
han d filin g th em to shape any way. The front
axle too k a lot of work with a blowtorch be­
for e th e kingpi ns could be rem oved . Un usu­
a lly enough they used to run in steel b ushes
a lthough when th e new pins were made
bronze bu shes were used. All fou r springs
have had to be made . T h is be ing ra ther ex­
pensive I wo uld advise a nybody to try and
mod ify ex isting springs wh ere possible . New
shackle bolts have had to be made a lso. T he
rad iat or has not been a ttem pted yet. One
side has been resold ered by a bush mechanic
and ther e a rc one or two holes nea r the filler
ca p, a lso some of the fins a re bent. Ther e is
nothing seriously wrong here, th ou gh. The
motor ha s not been stripped yet, but seems to
have a reason abl e com pression . It do es have
an oil pump mounted at th e front of the block
but I am wondering wh ether it had a drip
feed as well. An int er esting feature is an oil
level ga uge and in 1909! There is a float in
th e su mp which actuates a rod and indicates
on a plat e on th e da sh whether th ere is any
oil or not. Q ui te inge n ious . T he mult i plat e
disc clutc h is ano the r unusual feature espec i­
ally wh en lat er mod els reverted to the more
prim it ive co ne clutc h . The cng .ne, of course,
is cra nked th e wron g way alt ho ugh th e mot or
unlike some ea rlier Humbers a t leas t runs the
right way . T he sump is unusual in th at it is
in two pieces divided at th e cen tre of th e
cr anksha ft. It is a luminium a nd in surpris­
ing ly goo d or de r.

At least th ese ca rs have some th ing few
othe rs possess, non e othe r th an centre lock
wood en wh eels held on by a sing le hu bcap.
The six hub bolts go int o a plat e drilled with
six holes wh en one slides th e wheel on an d
presto we're away . This would hav e been a
good idea had I had five hubs but unfortun­
a tely th ere a rc only four. The origina l wh eels
being don e othe rs have been obta ined. T hese
have been stripped of a ll paint a nd the wood
varnished . The centres had to be cut out and
one wh eel eve n had to be rcsp oked,

The bod y will be an ope n two sca t "racer,"
a du plica te of the one illustrat ed in "The
M ot oring M ontagu cs." T his will have to be
made as will mu dguards and th e bo nnet.
Further informati on will be given abo ut re­
storatio n as the ca r proceeds. I had better
sto p wri t ing otherwise I will never have th e
H umber ready for " Brig hto n" next yea r.



Camera

(Photo hy R l." g t' HCY St ud iu . )

i\lr Garth Hujrhes and hi s 189:> Benz, This photo was taken at th e JIorrinsville Rally last year, th e
car competed this yea r along with a sister " mode l" at the Cast rol Na tiona l Rally.

( PholO hy I. . J. Llovd .}

Jo ck Clous ton's immacula te 40 h.p. Lanchester at Xup ior.
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Review

( Pho to hy L . J. Lloyd . )

From Gisborne came :\lick Robinson driving his very attractive Kis sel "speedster." - -

A line up of the motor cycles and riders at the National Rally.
individual mention .
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Unfortunately space does not permit



" 1.0.M . T -SO M E REMINISCENCES
By L. E. Seymour

In 1924 1 was employed a t Lawren ce
M otors in Tuam Stree t, almost next door to
Christchurc h M otors, th en M orris agents
( bo th firms have lon g ago fold ed their tents
and dep arted from th e motoring scene) .
Lawren ce M otors was a com bined wreckin g
company and rep air sho p, and was also th e
dep ot for H orstrnan ca rs, whi ch were import­
ed by NII' Ian Buchanan ( now of Litt le
Ri ver ) a nd 1 was engaged in servicing Horst­
man s and in gene ra l repair work.

I well recall arriv ing a t work one morning
in April , 1924, to find an int erested crowd
ga thered around a lon g, grey, formid ab le­
looking ca r of decid edl y unusual appearan ce.
Inquiries elicit ed th at it was a genuine LO .M .
Sunbeam race r whi ch had just a rr ived from
England with its owne r, C. W . F. H amilton
- a name perhaps not wid ely known at th at
ea rly dat e, but one whi ch in yea rs to come
was to be recognis ed in this coun try and over­
seas as an inventor and eng ineer of note, and
a factor of no small importan ce in New Zea­
land 's eng inee ring industry .

The car had been purch ased by Mr H amil­
ton, together with numerous spares, from the
famous Louis Coata len, and th e new owne r
had ca rried out several modifi cations with a
view of making it more suita ble for ordi na rv
road use, including th e fitting of a wind'­
shield, mudgu ards, lights, genera tor, battery ,
et c., and th e original magn eto had been re­
pla ced by Deleo ignition. The slim bod v
ended with th e hu ge fuel tank, with the spare
wheel strapped on behind, and with its com­
parati vely sho rt wh eelb ase, the ca r, 1 remem­
ber , a ppeared at first glance to be mostly
bon.net. I was impressed by th e imposing
engm e, mounted on a sub-fra me whi ch was
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distinctly flexible, as was evide nt from th e
way th e engi ne tilt ed wh en the th rottle was
"jazzed ." On th e steering column side of
th e eng ine was onc very large Cla udcl-Hobson
ca rbure tte r with barrel th rottle and no cho k­
ing device. The photo of the ca r in a recent
issue of " Beaded Wheels" sho ws th at a ltera ­
tions hav e been mad e to th e ca rbura tion svs­
tem. ( M r H amilton subs tituted two Es~ex
ca rbure tters for th e sing le Claudel-Hobson
for th e 1927 season . The original ca rbure tter
still exists with the remain s.-Ed. ) The fu el
tank was airtigh t, the eng ine a ir pump su p­
plying ai r a t two pounds pr essure, a safe ty
valv e being provid ed. Spa rk plugs were in
th e centre of th e head between th e two ca m­
shaft cases, with th e valve springs " out in th e
op en" under th e cams, and a trav on eac h side
collected oil sprayed around fr~m the valve
gear. The large front timing case con ta ined
gear train s dr ivin g the ca msha fts, wat er
pump, air pump, magneto, etc. ( no fan was
used ) .

Perhaps it was my obvious int er est in the
car, plu s th e fact th at my qu estions rega rd ing
it were perhaps slightly more intelligent than
the " W hat' ll she do, mister ?" type with whi ch
th e owner was bein g bombarded by curious
bystanders, wh ich Ieel him to ask me if I
would ca re for a run with him some time­
anyway , I accepted th e invit ati on with alac ­
rit y. The followin g Sunday morning, th ere­
for e, sa w me waiting a t Rink Taxis in
Armagh Street (a no the r long-defunct firm )
in keen anticipati on of th e forthcomins
" ~, 0stro p .

Easy sta rting was appar ently not onc of
LO.M. 2's many virtues ( in those days, a t
any rate ). The big engi ne, with practi cally
no flywh eel, was inclined to back-ki ck vicious­
ly more ofte n th an not wh en be ing ha nd-



cr anked . On th e other hand , it wa s an
infallible sta r te r wh en pushed-th is cou ld
eve n be acco m plishe d sing le-ha nded without
any tr ouble, the drill being ( 1) pu sh clutch
pedal down and jam it in th e "ou t" position
with a su itab le piece of wo od, (2) push car
at a slow walking pace, (3) lea n ove r sid e of
ca r, kn ock pi ece of wood aw ay, th er eby let­
tin g in clu tch, wh en en gin e would immediate­
ly sta rt to " burblc," (4 ) hop sm art ly over side
of ca r in to dri ver 's sea t, and Bob 's your uncle!
H ow ever, on this occ as ion we didn 't have
to indulge in a ny gym nastics at all, th anks
to the co-o pera tion of tw o pol icem en an d a n­
othe r inn ocent bystander. Se a t ing ourselves
comforta b ly (or ;\s co m forta b ly as" possibl e­
I.O .l'v1. 2 wa s far from bein g a foam-rubber
leopard-skin-upholst er y job ) we persu ad ed
thi s obliging tri o to pu sh us from th e rear of
th e ga rage a nd down th e sligh t slope into th e
stree t, wh en "C.\V.F ." eng aged th e clutch
a nd we wer e off. R ound into Oxford T er­
ra ce wc went, di sregarding th e ker b a t th e
cor ne r, a nd in a no ther few seconds we were
tearing up Lincoln Road hell -bent for elec ­
tion. The J un cti on H otel a t H alswell co rne r
grew from a mer e blur in th e dist ance so
quickl y th at for a moment I visu alised S un­
beam, driver a nd passen ger carr ying away th e
front door a nd bar and con tinuing on th eir
wa y through th e back wall; but , no! round
th e bend we went as if on rail s, a nd in no
time, it see me d, we we re droning down th e
lon g stra ight Drain Road to T ai T apu like
th e p rov erbial bat ou t of hell. The driver 's
wid e-brimmed felt hat , hardly a su ita ble piece
of head gear for suc h a n occ as ion, I'dused to
stay jammed down ove r his ca rs, but a quick
gra b on m y part rescu ed it just as it was about
to tak e off , wh ereupon it was co ns igne d to th e
floorboards a nd th e d river's foot planted firm­
ly on it for sa fe ty. NIy tren ch coa t stood
st ra igh t ou t in th e blast like an aerod ro me
windsock, and I fin all y gave lip trying to ge t
it under cont ro l. Motukarara , K aituna , a nd
Birdlings Flat loomed up a nd were go ne in a

flash , a nd th en it see me d almost no time until
we were booming (a trifl e more seda tely !)
dow n Little River's m a in ( a nd only ) stree t.
I wish th at I had thought to tak e our time
fr om start to a rriva l- howeve r, in the 37
years whi ch h ave elapse d sinc e then, I've
never had a faster trip , or a t th e sa me time,
felt more confidence in a driver. The return
trip was ju st as fast, an d it was with deep
regret th at I climbed ou t of th e old th o rou gh ­
bred as we burbled to a stop a t our C hrist­
church destination. I sho uld perhaps men­
tion th at I had th e privilege of taking over th e
wheel for pa rt of th e return journey, and the
impression s whi ch I gaine d are as clear toda y
as when I receiv ed them , namely, th at her e
was a ve hicle built for a cer tain job, and
which was 100 per cent functi on al, holdi ng
th e rough road like a leech a t 100 mil es per
hour, a nd cornering, as I remarked previous­
ly, as if o n rail s. Those w ho ca n re me m be r
what the Christchurch-Little Ri ver road was
like in th ose days will reali se th at this is no
small tribute. As to th e eng ine-we ll, 37
years have gone by since LO.M . 2 was in its
prime, a nd we sti!! find th at the best ra ce
ca rs a rc power ed with -l-cylinder double o. h.c.
engin es, m any with four valves per cylinde r,
which would seem to indicat e that th e Sun­
beam power plant was pretty much up-to-the­
minute in its day. 'W he ther it was a cop y of
th e Pcugcot, as h as been claimed, would seem
to me to be pretty hard to establish at thi s
late p eri od. It co uld be that Coa ta len in­
co rpo ra ted m an y of his ow n ide as in it.

I would like to co nclude this little articl e,
which has brought back so many pleasurab le
recoll ecti on s to me, with a tribute to
" C.W .F. " himself. The memorable drive
which I have ende a vo ured to describe left me
with th e impression that as well as his gear­
cha ng ing bein g supe rb and his judgement un­
erring, he was th e most scient ific driver I ever
had . the pleasure of seeing in acti on - an
im pression whi ch rem ain s un changed to thi s
d ay.

June 4, 1914 , whi ch was even more int er est­
ing th an usu al. It is a typi cal issue of th at
popular magazin e for th at period-abou t
half an inch thi ck from cover to cover, a nd
cra mmed with reading m atter , illus tra tions,

Vintage and Veteran Motorcycle Notes
LOOKING BACK WARD

It's a lwavs [ascin atinu ( to us a nvwa v) to.. <..J ' ~ i

browse th ro ug h an cient mot orcycl e journals, ,
and we rece n tly ca me across a tattered and
dog-ca red copy of "T he M ot or Cycle" for

by Geoff

Hocklcy
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and advertisements, all for the modest sum
of one penny ( in England, of course- out
here it used to cost threepence, if we remem­
ber rightly ) . T he LO.M. T.T. races were just
over (Rudges had just notch ed their first
senior victor y with an Indian and a Sunbeam
dead-heating for second place ) . The Motor
Cycling Club's London-Edinburgh run reach­
ed a new' high in popularity with 187 starters,
of which 100 were sidecar outfits. Retire­
ments seem ed rather high, only 50 sidecars
and 45 solos surviving the double journey.
The Wh it-Monday meeting a t Brooklands
drew lar ge entries for ail races. A 50-mile
open hand icap beach race orga nized by the
M otor Cycle U nion of Ireland at M agiiligan
Stra nd was won by a Rudge rid er (a nd curi­
ously enough , if our memory is correc t, a 50­
mile race was held on our own New Brighton
beach at about th is time , too, the winn er be­
ing also Rudge mounted ). In th e " Q ues­
tions and Answers" colum ns, read ers submit­
ted their prob lems to the "Q. & A." ed itor,
who dispensed sage advice on pr oblems per­
sona l and mech ani cal. A wor ried gent sought
ad vice on th e legal ramifi cati ons arising from
a mix-up ca used by some cockerels running
ac ross his course a nd forc ing him to take such
violent evasive ac tion th at he mowed down a
nursema id com plete with peram bul at or, for­
tun at elv without serious result s. Ye Ed .'s
conside'red opinion was that the W.G. would
have quite a cho re tr ying to coilect damages
from the owner of the roa ming roosters. H ard
luck! In the corres pondence columns, a T.T.
competitor revealed th at his retirement in the
senior race was du e to over-liberal ano inting
of th e valve ca p thread s with sheilac, whi ch
melted and ran down on to the piston and
gummed the works good and prop er-a
literal case of coming to a sticky end.

WHAT W AS HAPPENING HERE
Interesting as it was to read of the happen­

ings in the British motorcycle worlel in those
halcyon days before th e Great W ar, what
reaily att rac ted our atte ntion were the several
references to motorcycle doings righ t here in
our own little New Zealand . The Over-Seas
M otor Co. of Birmingham announced with
prid e that the O-S motorcycle had received
" the reward of mer it" by being awa rded a
silver medal in th e Auckland (New Zealand )
Exhibition. Wonder what make landed the
gold one, if any? Next, in the "Experiences
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Wanted" column, a ca nny Kiw i with the
in itials " C .H ." is contempla ting th e purch ase
of a Binks carburett er, but before doin g so is
anxious to hear from users as to the "econ­
omy, easy star ting and genera l running" of
M r Binks' instr ument. Well, he probabl y
rece ived a few favourable report s, for the
Binks was cer tai nly ahe ad of contemporary
ca rburetter design. Next , we have a double­
page ad. of New-Hudson Ltd ., Birmingham,
dealing with the doings of N-H rid ers of Wel­
lington, New Zealand, complete with a large
ph oto of a n imp osing gatherin g of N-H en­
thusiasts read y to leave on a Sunday run to
Foxton H eads. A large sign , suspended from
the trees under which the party is gathered ,
proclaims to all and sundry, " W . TURNER,
SO LE MANAWATU AGENT FOR NEW­
HUDSO N, T HE PIONEER OF :1-SPE ED
MOTORCYCLES." The W ellington " Eve n­
ing Post" report ed th at "over 40 Ne w-H udson
motorcyclists assembled at 9 a .m. and aft er
being photograph ed , left for Foxton Heads,
the popular seaside resort. A most enjoyable
day was spent, and the party returne d at 8
p.m . without a single mishap-a high tribute
to the reliability of New-Hudson motorcycles
in far distant parts of the globe." Whi ch was
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a very nice chunk of publicity for Mr Turner
and his New-Hudsons-wonder if he'd lent
the "Post" reporter a mount for the day:'
Studying the picture of the gathering, it
occurred to us that it's a pity that social runs
of this sort, which were once so popular, seem
to find very little place in today's motor­
cycling activities. We wondered, too, how
many of th e cheerful group ph otographed
th a t day were desti ned to be caug ht up in the
maelst rom of th e G reat War, th en only two
months away, and how many of th em left
these shores, pe rh aps never to retu rn ? If th ere
a re any old-time rs still a round wh o partici­
pat ed in that run to Foxton H ead s in 191 4,
how 's about d ropping us a line ? We'd su rely
be pleased to hear from you !

O N THE GRASS AT NAPIER- 1914!
Tu rn ing over more yellowed and brittle

pages, we were rewarded by th e discove ry of
yet an ot her reference to Enze d motorcycle
doings in th e shape of a repo rt of the Na pier
M otor Cycle Clu b's grass tr ac k meeting, held
on N apier R acecourse bef ore a large cro wd .
Included in th e eight events were three N .Z.
cham pionships. J im Dawber won the 350
title on a Douglas, J oe Bou cher and his
Rudge accounted for th e 500 eve nt, an d th e
IS-mi le " heavy-we ight" or 1000 c.c. title
went to Morrison and his I ndi an. J oe
Boucher, rid ing off th e 135-second mark, also
carried off the 15-m ile open han dicap by fin­
ish ing th e p roverbial gnat's proboscis ahead
of the scra tch men, Morrison and Richmon d
on Indians. J oe and his Rudge were form id­
able con tenders in ea rly grass track racin g.
I t' s a lon g tim e since we heard any thing of
J oe- can some body tell us if he's still with
us? Jim Dawbcr , we believe, passed on some
time ago. T hose of us who were lucky eno ugh
to be presen t a t th ose thrilling Plurnpton Park
( now pa rts of W igram aerod rome ) ra ce meet­
ings of 1916 and lat er will a lways remember
j im's perf orman ces on his In dian four-va lve
single. Many of th e othe r competito rs on
th at day at Napicr mu st hav e received th e
fina l chec kered flag, but th e memo ries of th e
great old- time grass track meet ings will always
linge r on.

V. & V. PERSONALITIES
Hugh Webley of Lower Hutt has th e dis­

tincti on of owning one of the most un iqu e
veterans in th e cou n try- the 1914 3Y2 h.p.
water-cooled Humbe r, a picture of which we
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reproduce herewith. In the brief intervals
when not engaged in the pursuit and capture
of veteran and vintage motorcycles and any­
thing pertaining thereto, Hugh is an electrical
contractor, but after reading of the vicissi­
tudes encountered in the course of preparing
the Humber for the Hastings Rally, we are
convinced that his true vocation is a scenario
writer for Alfred Hitchcock, because if the
Old Master ever made one of his famous
"suspense" movies from Hugh's effort, we bet
it would make "Psycho" seem like a bedtime
story for Junior. It had us fairly gnawing our
fingernails as we scanned page after page
wondering what the h- - could possibly
happen next, with the sands of time running
out and the rally looming nearer and nearer.
The spine-tingl ing climax, in whi ch all the
balls dropped out of the main bearings almost
on the eve of departure for th e rally , left us
almost prostra ted with anxiet y. H ow ever,
the requisite happy ending du ly materia lised,
H ugh and th e Humber were " amon g tho se
present" at H astings, an d the swee t- ru nning
specime n which has eme rged as the result of
weeks of wrestl ing with tyres, fires, refractor y
hub gears, no n-freei ng clutches and collaps­
ible bearings is ample rewa rd for th e ow ne r's
efforts , ,'\' e look forward to welcoming H ugh
and the Hu mber a t the next National R allv­
by whi ch time, he inform s us, his vener~ble
mount will hav e acq uired an " a ttac hment" in
th e sha pe of a " pe riod" wicker sidecar.

WHERE DID THEY GO TO ?
Sta tistics genera lly ma ke pretty dull read­

ing, but here a rc some culled from some 33­
vear-o ld records wh ich our read ers may find
;)f int erest. K now how many mot Ol:cvc!es
we re in use in this country in the veal' 1928 ?
According to officia l figures, no fewer than

H1l4 Humber water-cooled. Temperamental, hut
tam ed.



35,449 , the mo st popular makes being as fol­
lows : INDIAN 6685, HARLEY-DAVID­
SON 4628, D OUGLAS 4564, TRIUMPH
3781, B.S.A . 3400, A.J.S. 11 72 and EXCEL·
SIOR (A m erica n) 1162. The remaining
10 ,OOO-odd machines were split up a mong 35
British and Ameri can m akes, some mak es be­
ing represented in ver y sm all n um bers, which
expla ins wh y th e wa y of tod ay's collec to r of
vet er an mot or cycles is a to ugh one . I t 's d iffi­
cu lt enough tod a y to un earth sp ecimens of
eve n th e most popular m achines of the past ,
but, brother , if you've se t you r heart on
acq uir ing, say, a Cl evel and to restore for th e
admirati on of your fri ends, be ar in m ind that
only 9 1 spe cim ens of this make were in use
33 years ago, so you don't ne ed a slide rule to

figure ou t your cha nc es of locating one. O f
course, y Ol I ( 11 11 be lu cky-for instan ce, sunK
time ago we acquired a R eading-Standa rd, in
sp ite of the fact th at on co nsulting th e record ,
we find th at in 1928 on ly ] 72 R-S 's were in
use. W e ofte n wish th at ~ve had been able to
acq uire a dozen o r so interest ing model s back
in th ose days to put a wa y in m othballs until
th e p resent da y. And- oh , yes- if you'd lik e
to kn ow th e pl aces in which mot orcycling
flourish ed m ost vigorously in those d a ys, here
they a re in order of popularity (aga in ac cord­
ing to offic ia l records)-C hristchurch , Au ck­
land, W elli ngt on, Duned in , New Pl ym outh
a nd H amilton. Wonder what a "census"
wo uld reveal today?

( Photo hy B. L ::I'Y. )

A 1914 Douglas own ed by ;\1 r Ba rry Lay of Hastin gs. This bik e will be undor goin g-
res to ration ve ry shortl y.

South land Notes
The Vintage Car Club of

The annual general meeting of the South­
land V. C. C. was held in June a nd a ge neral
cha nge ro und took place. R a y Lindsay has
become ou r presid ent , J ack Barncs our scc re­
tar)', a nd Mcrv. Cou rts is our ne w club ca p­
lain .

N.Z. ( Inc.) Southland Bran ch.

A good representat ion from Sou th lan d was
present a t th e a nn ua l genera l meeting in
C hristch urch. These worthies seeme d to
mak e th e most of th e opportu n ity as a De
Soto pi ck-up was spo tted heading sou th with
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a load of four bads and num erous bit s and
pieces on the back.

Jim Lawry has collected a Belsize of about
1910 from out Mossburn way , lacking only
bod y and radi ator and minor b its. The
writ er is happy to rep ort that a radiator has
been obtained through the generosity of Lean
Witte who went to great pains to make sure
we never left Chr istchurch without it when
we were atte nding th e annual general meet­
ing. The Belsize is a 4-cylinder, T . head
havin g two blocks of two cylinders with bore
of 90 mm x 120 mm with G model cast on
the cylinder heads. All the mechani cal parts
seem in quite goo d orde r. If anyo ne is in
possession of any information on th e ca r and
the marque in ge neral, Jim would like to hear
from th em. The wheels are not too goo d and
Jim would like a replacement set of 8 15 x
105 's.

Do ctor Fursdon of T okanui is a t present
working on a colonial bodied 1917 Buick 6
roadstc r whi ch from all acc ounts is comi ng
along sa tisfac to rily. Bill Shirley, a lso of
T okanui , ha s a 1928 Austin 12/4 whi ch is
undergoin g th e tr eatment.

Eric Plunkett of R akauhauka is restor ing
a Ford Beautv whi ch should be a beautv
wh en finished iram wh at has filtered th rough
to th e writer via the gra pevine. I'll ge t out

and have a look for myself one day!
Walt er M cQuarrie has a 1924 Studebaker

roadster with a colonial body by Stephens of
Christchurch. Like man y of us WaIter lacks
the tim e to get mu ch done on th e Stude, but
nev ertheless it is progr essing, albeit very
slowly.

Will is Brown's Flanders has gone to Ken
Rill ston e out at Wallacetown. Ken has a
good collection of cars ou t there now, but the
Flanders mu st be the nearest to being fully
restored and on the road. Ken tells us th at it
should be finished soon.

AIIan Meredith is building up a R en ault
twin but is still lackin g some vita l parts par­
ticul arly the back end an d a chassis.

You rs truly has a large poppet valve Pe u­
geot of abou t 1914 wait ing to be fitt ed in
somew he re around th e va rd . I t is in need
of a front ax le with spl ined hubs whi ch is
similar to the Panhard of the same peri od , I
believe. The wire wh eels take 880 x 120 BE
tyres.

Lately A.B. C. ~/cs have been getti ng a
lot of publicity and now a 1921 model has
come to reside in Southla nd. N cil M cM illan,
who will be remembered by H awkes Ba y
rallyists, is th e proud owner. W e hope to be
able to give a few details of this inte resting
ma ch ine in a future issue.

NORTHERN NATTER By Ausbcnl

Life runs smoothly eno ugh up here in th e
No rth and ralli es, events and socials come and
go with th e utmost regul arity. All a re well
a ttende d a nd woe betide any offende r, whose
ca r is not immaculately groome d.

One impending event did worry us, how­
ever, and this was th e T aupo R allv which
was subseq uently dubbed th e No rth' Island
Annual Noggin a nd Natter. Undaunted we
devised a suitable Bulletin , specially design ed
to appeal to any waverers and out it went to
all th e North Island V . & V. enthusiasts.
Little did wc know th at we were imrnediat elv
going to be inundated with applicati ons fron'l
all br an ches, thus concl usively provin g th at
a winter socia l ga the r ing was just wh at peopl e
were wanting.

Aft er such an en thusias tic response it was
hardly surprising that the affa ir was a hearty
success . O ver 100 persons wrapped th em­
selves up and assembled at Taupo from far
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and wide, many of them travelling in open
ca rs.

O n Sa tu rday afternoon two motor coaches
were filled with sightsee rs on a tour of th e
Wairakei Stea m Bores an d Generat ing Plant ,
whilst in the evening all foregathered at th e
Terraces H otel for th e G rand Party. Apart
from all th e nattering th at went on , eac h
br an ch pro vided a sketch or turn for th e
amusement of th e othe rs. Time was also
found for films an d slides and th ere was mu sic
and dancing th a t went on until th e merry
hou rs of th e morning. Suffice it to say th at
when th e tim e ca me for all to dep art lat er
th at same morning, most genuine wishes were
expressed all round in favour of a simi la r
fun cti on next win ter. Thus enhea rtened
Auckland looks forw ard with mu ch pleasure
to preparing for a bigger an d better seco nd
Annual North Island Noggin a nd Na tter in
June, 1962.



Veteran vehicles ar e still few and far be­
tween up here in the N orth. H owever, shor tly
we present . .. the onl y one of its kind in th e
world . . . th e celebra ted 1912 DUO cycle
car, pedalled by Ron J acob , the onl y one in
th e world with enough courage to buy th e
thing. Our deepest sym pathies go to Peter
Williamson , its previous owner , in th e corne r
of whose soul there must now surely be an
aching void. Ran has loca ted an original
motor for this curiosity , meanwhile however
a visit to the local Modellers' Mecca has pro ­
vided sufficien t elasti c to make it go for
weeks!

Sights to gladden th e eye around Au ckland
recently have been: Earle Gill 's lush old 192 3
Vauxhall , whi ch has blossomed out in genuine
hide upholstery, skilfully fashi oned afte r the
or igina l Vauxhall , ple atlcss pattern. It 's nice
to see th em get better and better as th e years
roll by.

Ther e is a pleasingl y origina l 1930 Oldsmo­
bile of th e Film Star Co nvertible Coupe type
circula ting in excellent fettle. This belon gs
to Bill Barnard, who is curren tly restoring a
1924 Sunbeam 14. Then th ere was a sma rt
Stude baker Road ster dri ven by David Lone
on a recent club run . A splendid Packard 8
Limousine is the club's latest asset. This has
been owned for man y years by Tom Ne ed­
ham, wh om we welcome with this ma gn ificent
monst er.

In the P.V.T. class we now have C arry
\V right's very businesslike Rilcy and consist­
ent winners of events ar e Mr and Mrs Ron

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The following branches have sent in th eir

list of events for the next three man ths; an y­
one wishing to a ttend sho uld contact the sec­
ret ar v of th e bran ch conce rne d. A full list
of cl~b officers will be found elsewhere in this
Issue.
CANT ER BURY BRANCH:

Sep tember 19 : Film evening, 1959 Dayton
Stock Ca r Race and othe rs.

O ctober 17: Spor ts evening. ( Noth ing too
ene rge tic. )

November 2 1: Film evening .
All these ar e held at our club rooms, Co l­

wvn Avenue, Bryndwr, C hristchurch , For
informati on regar din g any events th at may
be arrange d after this goes to press, if you arc
in Christchurch ring H arry Wear , 5 Orontcs
Street , ph on e 59 -542 . 24

M oses in that grea t littl e sports ca r, th e Rile y
Lynx. At last the 1921 Packard Road ster
has found an owner worthy of such a good
old war horse. D oug Bailey has got it look­
ing again as a Packard should.

A not so strange 3-litre Bentley has recently
reappeared, aft er several years behind the
scenes, resplende nt in a n unusual shad e of
dark gr een. Twinkle, twinkle little Aust in,
wonder whi ch your master's most in!

An unusual pair of Ford T 's a re Phil Paul­
ing's spidery roadster and Ray Goffin 's top.
hat salo on Coupe version . The pair of them
together must give mod ern motorists quite a
shoc k as th ey rumble round th e bends .

A new type of mystery run is to be tri ed out
this month, in whi ch all th e clu es a re present­
ed in th e form of photogr aphs. Given suffi­
cient picture cards, on e could always sett le
down if lost , to a ga me of poker. One would
probabl y hold at least a full house in one
hand.

Co ntem plating th e recent sp ate of Sputniks
at one extreme and at th e other Veteran a nd
Vintage ca rs, th e following th ought occurs.
If one was to secure a Duo Cycle Car inside
an Am erican space rocket a nd in turn strap a
Vintastronaut inside th e Duo . . . and then
fire th e darn thing straigh t in to th e air from
Au ckland it would most likelv land in Christ­
churc h. Ap art from br eaking records, our
worthy Vintastron aut would thus have
solved th at ghastly problem of getting qui ckly
to th e mainland from the mainlan d of New
Zealand. Just think!

WELLINGTON BRANCH:

September 23: Eastbo urne Veteran and
Vintage.

O ctober 15: Wairarapa Picni c Veteran a nd
Vintage.

November 11: Upper Hurt-Lower HUll
Veteran and Vintage.

Pl ease note th at a full Ca lenda r of Events
is being dispatch ed to you under separa te
cover. This space is devot ed to bra nch even ts
and en terta inmen ts whi ch won 't appear on
th e main list. H owever, Wellington has
kindly sent its major events, which is quite in
orde r, and will serve to remind you tha t th ey
want plenty of competitors. What about
other branches doin g likewise? The space is
here, it is ove r to you to fill it .



Hawkes Bay Notes
T he re has been little ac tivi ty in the br an ch

since the Easter R ally du e partly to " res ting
on lau rels" a nd partly to shoc king weather.
So bad in fact has been th e latter th at one
fortunat e br an ch member who has discov­
ered on a rem ot e far m th e rem ains of a very
ea rly Mi ner va, tells us tha t the on ly way to
ge t it ou t a t present wou ld be by boat .

Talking of finding rare ca rs, and ther e ha ve
been some found in our dist rict , th e writer has
just been respons ible for retu rn ing to its hom e
town, one of the vel) ' few ca rs eve r to be
almos t com pletely bu ilt in New Zealand . Yes,
it is the sole remain ing Carlton bui lt by that
sa me Mr Birch of M arlb orou gh fame, wh o
was the subject of the recent most int erestin g
a rticl e in "Beaded W heels." T his ca r, or
more correc tly " pick-u p' truck was ab andon­
ed on a farm some 40 miles from Na pier and
is alm ost com plete, except for a broken piston .

In th e course of pickin g up a ca r from Gis­
borne by tru ck, I und ertook to deliver th e
Carlton to a bod y of Gisborne Club members

wh o have promised that a com ple te a rticle
with ph otos will be forwarded to "B ead ed
Wheels" at an earlv dat e. Th is sho uld be
most in teres ting si n~e they are fortu nat e in
being able to int erview seve ra l of th ose peopl e
wh o ac tua lly worked wi th Mr Birch when he
mov ed to Gisbo rne afte r leaving Blenh eim,
a nd comme nce d bui ldin g th e ca rs here in th e
ea rly 1920's. Yes, I did say ca rs in the plura l,
for one of th ese ea rly em ployees assures me
that fiv e cars were actua lly comp leted to­
gether with sets of parts for man y more.

The branch he ld its A.G .M . on th e 12th
J uly a nd the meet ing was mod erat ely well a t­
tended . By popul a r accla im R eg Ki lbey
was elected chai rman, Norman Findlay is
our new sec reta ry and Rex Scarrot fills the
roll of club ca pta in. Two origina l committ ee
members a re re-elected , being K en Ri ep er
and Brian Lawrie and new blood in th e per ­
son of Cy ril Ginders. \Ve a ll look forward
to a most success ful year w hen th e sun sh ines
again for more than a few hours.

RESULTS CASTROL NATIONAL RALLY, EASTER 196\
Th e Concours D 'Elegan ce : Ve te ran-1st

191 2 Regal , M rs R . E. N . O akley; 2n d 191 6
Perry, W . C . Watkinson ; 3rd 1911 Wolseley­
Sidde lcy, J. W . Ncwcll . Vintage Closed-1st
1930 H umber Sn ipe, \'V. D . Bennett ; 2nd
1930 Essex , T. J. Campbcll; 3rd 1926 Rolls
Royce, from Frankton (la te entry) . Vintage
Open- 1st 1924 Ben tley, J. H. W illiamson ;
2nd 1927 Bentley, D. Odd ic ; 3rd 1926 Sun­
beam, D. H un ter.

M ot or C ycle Sectio n : 1st 19 14 R over, N .
A. M cMilian ; 2nd 1920 B.S.A ., N . A.
~IIcMi ll an ; 3rd , 19 16 Indian , B. R . Lay.

Prizes for Best Applie d R ally Cas trol N um ­
bers l st eq ual, 1929 Aust in 7, G . Hi cks, and
1026 Ford T , R . H eadford .

Timed-R un on Sunday : Ove ra ll - 1st
1~)28 M odel A Ford , R . Dea th ; 2nd 1916
Overland , 1'. D . Glasgow ; 3rd 1915 Ford 1' ,
G . B. J clfs. 15 m.p.h.-1st 19 12 R egal, R.
O akl cy; 2nd 19 13 Austin , C . M ax well . 20
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m .p .h.- Ist 19 16 O ver land , 1'. D . Glasgow ;
2nd 19 15 Ford 1' , G . B. J elfs. 25 m.p .h .­
lst 1928 Ford A, R. Dea th ; 2nd equ al 1930
C hrysler 77, R . Bassett and 1931 M orris Isis,
J. D ransfield. 30 m.p.h .-1st 1927 R olls­
Royce, A. V. James; 2nd 1929 Stude ba ker, J.
Bu rd en .

O val E uen ts : W hich had to be cut sho rt
because of the time the Concours judging
rcq uired .

Wiggle-Woggle : 1st 1931 R ile)', R. M oses ;
2nd 1925 M orris, N . Findlay.

L e Mans D ash : Veteran s only- 1st 191 2
R egal, R. E. N . O ak ley ; 2nd - - ; 3rd 191 2
Zed el, B. J. Walker.

Garagi ng T est : 1st 1923 K isset, M . Robin­
son; 2n d 1909 Argyll, K . R . Rieper.

Raphael M emorial Cup for O ve rall Poin ts :
R . E . l\ . O akley (R egal) .

H ard-L uck Trophy ( a number qu alified ):
1. H. Black, Pa rcor a, in 1928 Singer.



CANTERBURY NOTES
This branch is away to its sixth yea r, more

successful th an the last one , we hope.
Eric Walker is chairman again ; Jim Cum­

mins is still secretary ; H arry Wear is still club
capta in . The committ ee of three consists of
Alex Sha dbo lt, Alan Storer and Bob Scot t,
all Veteran owners.

The only events held in the last quarter
were Iri shman's C reek wh ich was th orou ghl y
enj oyed by th e few th at wen t. We don 't
know if this was because no fem ales wer e
pr esent or not. It was won by R on Hasell
who swa llowed his pride and as his ca r was
immobile (as usu al ) pilot ed 'Warne r M au gers
Sunbeam.

An end of registrati on dan ce was held , pre­
ceded by a treasure hunt for th e keen types.
The following day a few of th e members went
to a picni c. By the number wh o turned up
the only concl usio n I ca n come to is a lot of
mem bers must hav e had sore heads . As well
as th ose we have had our Noggin and Natter
and month about a film evening and spo rts
evenmg.

The week-end of 5th an d 6th Au gust, we
were host for th e National annual general
meeting. Unfortunatel y the weather turned
on one of its few we t week-ends!

Delegates and su ppo rters from all the
br an ch es were presen t incl ud ing the newest
branch No rth O tago. May we wish th em all
th e best. It is hoped they all had an enjoy­
able week-end, and were a ble to ren ew old
acquaintan ces and make new .

Bent.

The material has been orde red and is by
now at our club rooms for construction of a
ceiling which should make the room s very
mu ch warmer.

S ump Rumblings in th e L ast Quart er: One
Napier is now sporting an overhauled cra nk­
shaft; when our ven erable national secreta ry
has a few mor e hours we may see som e more
pro gress. Ge of Owen of F .I. AT. 50 1 fame
hopes to have his ne w acquisition (S tan ton 3
cum 4 Y2 Bentley ) motori ng by Christmas
with th e three-litre motor in it. Gordon J elfs
of Ford T fame is also moving int o a new
class with a 30 / 98 which he has completely
stripped ; he hopes to have it motoring for
Haast. The same as Bob Scott, with his
M et allurgique, who was last seen with a gear­
box on th e floor a nd a heap of spokes. Peter
Shaskey is rejuvenating his 1Y2-litre O .M.
ag ain . T his car has been ove rha uled almost
as mu ch as my Bentley ; but prob abl y not as
expensive. I have run out of sum ps for no w,
so happy hunting until next qu arter. M ay I
have the first option on any Bentley found ?

Ple ase note, the only member to mak e a
p ilgrimage to th e Nati onal A.G .M. on a vin ­
tage vehicle was Don Oddie of T imaru, who
made th e trip in his Bentley. What happened
to the owne rs of th e othe r makes?

Ran Hasell was elected organiser of Can­
terbury Bran ch Newsletter and " Beaded
vVheels" contributions, so if you hav e any
compla ints refer them to him di rect.

NELSON SECTION OF THE CANTERBURY BRANCH

Since th e last issue of th ese not es th ere has
been a sing ula r lack of orga nised activity in
thi s corne r of th e island. An end of licensing
picni c run had to be abando ned du e to incle­
ment weather wh ich , how ever, sudde nly clea r­
ed up too lat e to adv ise eve ryone . There is,
however , plenty of restor at ion work go ing on
in th e distri ct and hv the tim e summer is with
us aga in we sho uld ' see a few welcom e addi­
tions to our rather thin ranks.

L. R ob erts' 20/60 Vau xh all sa loo n is now
read y to motor sa ns gua rds, doors, ctc. , but
shou ld be fin ished by Xmas. R an Galletly is
st ill working away on his Ford T Coupe up
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D. A. King

th ere in darkest T admor. T he motor has
been overhauled and th e bod y is read y for
painting, so summe r sho uld see ano the r
" H enry" under full sa il. J ack An glesey also
of T admor is restoring a Dod ge road stcr circa
1925, th e bod y of whi ch is in town for pan el
beating . A pro spective member in R iwak a
is mak ing a nice job of a flat-nosed Ann­
strong-S iddcley sa loon circa 1929. An other
fu ture member in M otueka is making steady
progress with a wire-wheeled Beauty Ford
tourer, a maj or re-upholster y job now bein g
completed . J ohn Hurley is making slow pro­
gress with his K .R .I.T. J ohn is vcry busy



growing tobacco and doesn 't get mu ch tim e
in his lovely new workshop , The very unique
Mathius of prospect ive membe r K . Silke is
coming along nicely, a completely new chass is
having to be made as the original is badl y
corroded. Clive M ockett of Murchison is
forging ah ead with his La Salle, the Martini
being tempor aril y shelved as the former prom­
ises to be a mu ch shorte r term restoration and
Clive is determined to be mobile this season.
H e also has a sound 1925 Chrysler 6 saloon
to sell to a member. Charlie Scholcficld re­
cently returne d from a visit to Australia, is
casting ar ound for a car to replace his
Scripps-Booth whi ch has been sold in Blen­
heim. Yet another Ford T , a Beauty Coupe
this tim e, is gett ing the full treatment at the
exp ert hands of Norm Cordon out at Stoke.

The Co nco urs winning Regal , ow ned by
Mrs J udy O aklev of Dunedin has been men­
tioned on severa l occasions in the columns of
"Beaded Wheels" and aft er its splendid per­
form an ces at the Na tiona l R ally at Na pier,
we asked Mrs O akley for a report of thei r
journey . The ca r was motored from Dunedin
to Napicr and return . As well as the tale of
this marathon journey, Mrs O akle y has kindl y
sent us a few details of the restorati on of the
car. Vh feci that these could well be an
example to future restorers who wish to reach
the heights of perfection. The sta te of the
Regal as found ca n be seen in the photo pub­
lished last issue of " Beaded Wheels" and
compared with the engine and chass is ph oto
in this issue , and the complete ca r on the
cover of June 1960 issue, one can apprec ia te
the ' many hours of painstakin g work which
have gone to make this car one of the most
perfect restorati ons I have seen, not only in
this country, but overseas.- Ed .

The first year was spent on the chassis and
engin e. The chassis was sandb lasted ; the
springs ground; new shackles; steer ing box
bushed and new thrust bea rings put in, new
tr ack rod pins ; crankshaft ground, tappets
"stellited" and rings and bearings repl aced .
All the light part<; of the mot or and chass is
were nickelled . T he silence r was rebuilt in
sta inless steel using the old castings, and the
manifold and exhaust pip es were aluminium
sprayed . The fins in the radi ator required
stra ightening and it was necessary to have a
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This ca r h as Ruxtell axle and conversion H.T.
distributor . An other pr ospective member at
Stan ley Brook in the Motueka V alley has an
int erestin g 4-cylinder Will ys-Knight tourer
and a handsome Buick Six roadster of circa
1927.

The writer 's proposal , in the last issue of
"Beaded Wheels," to start a M odel T regis­
ter , met with a very poor response, only four
repli es being received . Perh ap s we a ren' t
read y for it yet.

I recentl y discovered a rare Straight 8
Hupmobile road ster in complete and restor­
able condition, circa 1926. If an y read er is
genu inely interested, drop me a line and I'll
hammer out a pri ce with the owner; sho uld
be around the £25-30 mark .

new shell mad e. R elining the brakes and
installing oversize clevis pins in all the run­
ning gea r, completed the first yea r of restora­
tion.

During the second yea r the bod y began to
take sha pe, being built in solid mah ogany,
and finished with man y coa ts of Dulux ma rine
spa r varn ish, then th e whole body lined with
gold leaf and coac h vermillion. The sea ts
and mudgu ards were, however , farmed out,
Floor boards arc 3-inch mah ogan y marine
ply, covered with checker alumi nium as on.
the origina l body. The wheels are origina l
- tyres 880 x 120 bead ed edged. Chassis,
finished in black Dulux, bru sh finished.

The Stewart speedo meter is now reading
3000 (most of them quite exhil ar ating ). All
surfaces of the ca r a re easily clean ed , which is
a hig help when one is faced by concours.
We cruise at 35 m .p.h . and could prob abl y
tr avel faster if it weren 't for over-heat ing
problems-e-we hav e in spite of this, managed
50 m.p.h.

A fai r consum ption is 18 miles to the ga l­
lon a nd abou t 500 miles per qu art of oil­
uses Cas trol XXL ancl gea r oil Castrol 250,
with gra phi te added . T he 3-speed gea rbox
is extrao rd ina rily fast for a vetera n, no need
to double declutch in upward cha nges ancl
downhill cha nges just as a uick as you ca n
double declutch . The headlights (acetylene )
arc not origina l ancl give eight hou rs' burning,
being run off eight cubic feet prestolite bottle.
Side lights and ta il light a rc kerosene.



Modifications made to the car are, stronger
diff, of same make, modern type front wheel
bearings; modern type neo-prene oil seals
used wherever po ssible in place of slingers
and felts .

A bi t of work has been done since restora­
tion, first the brake linings were changed, after
the hand brake was seizing badly, very hard
linings were fitted on the inside bands and
soft on the outside. The motor was balanced;
foot accelerator fitted and water carried to the
Sch ebler carbo water jacket, to overcome
severe icing when 83 oct ane was introduced.
Also had the underside of mudguards fibr e­
gla ssed to str engthen, and lessen the vibra­
tions.

Plans for the future include attention to
the prop shaft which is a bit out of balance
and causing vibration, improvement of some
sort to the radiator, so as to increase cruising
speed , which of course will make th e present
headl ights inadequate. W c intend to fit a
pair of American lamps as soon as reflectors
can be located; we would like to find a higher
ratio cro wn wh eel and pinion (anyone know
of onc?)

So much for the car, now to its perform­
ance, which, all told, was fortunately fairly
uneventful. We left Dunedin at 8 a.m. on
the Tuesday before Easter and travelled 172
miles through to Ashburton, with stops about
every 50 miles for refreshments, arriving at
5 p.m. The Regal sat outside all night in
drizzling rain, so consequently Bob spent
about three-quarters of an hour cranking be­
fore we finally departed at about 11.30 a.m.
Fortunately the drive through to Lyttelton
was only 60 miles, quite sufficient, as the
early morning exercise was not conducive to
long distant motoring. However, under my
navigation we did manage to mingle with
the traffic in the Square in Christchurch right
in the middle of the lunch hour, bu t escaped
unscathed and arrived at Lyttelton at 3 p.m.

The trip through the North Island couldn't
have been better, through to Napier in one
day. However, we were not to reach our
destination completely trouble free, about 12
miles out of Hastings the radiator began to
leak badly and wc were forced to stop every
five miles to replenish water supplies. Even­
tually the daylight beat us and we were forced

The Regal motor and chassis on display at the Motor Show, Dunedin, 195H.
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to arrive " lit up ." Reg Kilb ey met us at the
Showgrounds and escorted us to K en Rieper 's
ga rage , where we left th e R egal and made our
way to the hotel. Returned to th e garage in
th e m orning to find th at K en had rem oved
th e radiator, repai red it and replaced it , a
wonderful effort and we were ver y grateful.

On th e wa y home, we lef t Nap ier on the
M onday m orning, joined up with th e contin­
gen t from Wanganui a nd Palmerston North
and travelled with th em to P almcrston No rth .
The Regal performed ve ry well and we went
th rough to Otaki and spen t th e night there.
Next d ay on to Wellingt on , go ing well, when
on th e mot orway we slowly peter ed to a sto p
- no petrol! The outlet for th e tank is about
two inc hes up so with Bob dri vin g from side
to side to "s losh" th e p et rol ove r it and my
effo rts blowing down th e hole in th e tank cap ,
we m an aged to coas t down into T awa, and so
int o a ga rage. Once filled up we co ntinued
on to Wellington without furth er ado.

Left Lyttelton a t 8.15 a.m. next morning
with th e long trip to Dunedin a head of us .
It was a lovely day, as th ey all h ad been ex­
cept for th e morning we left Ashb urto n , This

BOOK REVIEWS
R A CI N G AN 1-[[STOR1C CA R. by Peter

H ill.

In Sep tembe r of last yea r histori c racing
ca rs became one of the interests of th e club.
This book tells th e story of th ree seaso ns' rac­
ing in En gland, of ca rs 'which fit thi s speci fica­
tion . T he ca rs co ncerned were tw o E.R.A.'s;
first R 9B in 1957 then R11B in 1958 and
1959.

T he tw o drivers, Arthur j edderc-Fish er a nd
Douglas Hull , were th em selves rath er odd
cha rac te rs. T he former wa s at the tim e C hief
.Magistrate of Fiji, whilst th e latter had only
one eve. The author is th e b rother of th e
latter 'dri ver, and in thi s book he chron icles
th eir successes an d misfortun es in a long series
of V .S.C .C . races, hil lclirnbs and sp rin t meet­
1I1gs.

T echn ical detai l is kept to a minimum in
th e text as th e a utho r describ es th e races a nd
th e prep arati on for th em . The E.R.A. is a n
interesting beast a nd he m ak es th e m ost of
thi s. H e does n ot confine his int erest to
E.R.A .'s how ever, a nd de als qu ite extensively
with many of th e ca rs and drivers wh o also
com pe ted .' Amongst th e dri vers one find s
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tim e we m an age d to by-p ass th e ci ty and got
as far as Rangitata befor e trouble reared its
ugly head-the radiator ag ain . Three m ile
jerk s from there to T ima ru, a pprox imately 25
mil es, took us an ho ur and a h alf. "Ve spent
th e afte rnoon and the early part of th e even­
ing with D 'arcy Nicholson , a nd once more
th e ra d ia to r was rem oved a nd repa ired . The
eve ning was cold and clea r a nd as we were
insid e, warm a nd comforta ble, we decid ed to
dep art for Dunedin-a lovely eve ning !-cold
a nd clea r! Stop ped at Pareor a for p et rol, by
this time nu mb, and the n ext 60 mil es to
O amaru a re difficul t to recall . A further
water stop a nd a most welcome cu p of tea
from th e gara ge prop rie tor. H ere we donned
all avail able clothing and left O amaru a t
10.30 p .m . for the last lap. By now th e clear
night was bein g rather obsc ured by thick
drift ing fog cutt ing visibility to nil. So me­
how we didn 't ca re mu ch , after a ll wh at's a
bit of fog whe n one is already tired a nd quite
frozen. We arrived in Dunedin a t 2 a .m .,
bed by 2.30 a. m. and R egal still in one p iece,
after a journey of som e 950 m iles of veteran
motoring.

mention ed suc h peop le as Bill M oss and
Archi e Scott -Bro wn; whi le th e ca rs range
from Bugatti to Bentley. The ca rs a re parti­
cularly well serve d by th e photographs, th ere
bein g m an y goo d acti on sho ts a nd E .R .A.'s
a re not too pred ominant.

The mor e serious racing side of th e book
is leaven ed by Peter Hull 's own experienc es
at th e wheel of RII B. Af ter an a pp ren tice­
ship of a few races in a 12/ 50 Alvis, a nd a
few laps in a detuned Coope r at Brands
Hatch he found himself a ttem pting to co pe
with two litres of blown E.R.A . The results
mak e a musing reading.

All in all th e book gives a n interesting ac­
co un t of suc h ra cin g in England . There a rc
a lso for those interested , two a ppe ndices, th e
first g ives sho rt descrip tions of th e othe r
E .R.A.'s built, th e seco nd det ails th e main
successes a nd drivers of RI ! B from th e time
it first raced .

This is a delightfu l book , written with a
quiet wit, easy to read and well produced . It
is not probably of specific interest to m any
here bu t never th eless well worth reading.

Price 27/ - ( Aust. ) . Publish ers : M otor
Racing Publicat ions .



O M N I BUS OF SPEED
" O mnibus of Speed" edited by Cha rles

Beaumont and W. F . Nol an , is a collection
of short sto ries wri tt en by most of the well
known write rs of rac ing- Davies, Bolster ,
Purdy and J enkinson .

Little new mater ial is brought to light, ex­
cept for one or two stories. One of these is
ca lled "The Day the Corvettes Improved the
Breeding" and is of particul ar interest in that
it throws some ligh t on a litt le known side of
a car whi ch many people considered was a
serious re-awakening of Ame rican int erest in
ca r racing.

Most of the sto ries are more personal, deal­
ing with sma ll bu t perhaps significant events
in the histor y of racing, The short history of
Pierre Lcvegh, th e ma n who ca used one of
the great est tragedi es in modern motoring,
goes far to expla in and an alyse just how such
a ca tastro phe could happen,

T he boo k contain s no illust ra tions and
little information of any grea t value, except
for th ose read ers who are inte rested in the
more intimate details of the personal ities who
pass across the stage of motor racing.

Pri ce 26/- (Aust.) . Published by Sta nley
PauL

MO TOR R A CI.N G lvlEMO R IES 1903­
1921 . W. F. Bradley.

\V. F. Brad lev is well known to all motor­
ing enthus iasts for his man y excellent pu bli­
cations, an d, in pa rt icula r, his knowledge of
ea rly motoring is of imme nse va lue to those
students of motoring history, an d his boo ks
dealin g with this era arc always most eage rly
sought after by the vintage fraternity.

" M otor R acing M em or ies" is no exception
an d Brad lcy has gone to some length to bring
to light man y facts which when put together ,
give an excellent picture of events, which to
my mind , have always been slightly hazy.

T he book is d ivid ed into a series of short
stories rela ting many of the highli gh ts of early
veteran racing. None of the stori es are new ,
but Bradley's tr eatment of them com bined
with his first hand knowledge makes exciting
reading, and eac h stor y becomes a new
experience.

We all, at some stage , have read the history
of th e Paris-M ad rid R ace, and when Bradl ey
starts his first chapter with this story one ma y
be forgiven for concluding tha t it is go ing to
be a repetiti on of th is historical event, but by
the end of the first page, onc rea lises th at this
is a com pletely wro ng id ea for he is far more
interested in building for his compani on a
most vivid word picture of the com petitors,
mech an ics, d rivers, and manu factu rers, wh o
abound at the sta rt.

This with detailed descrip tions of the cars
an d the over-all scene, mak e for one of th e
most interestin g and excit ing acco unts of the
ra ce I have read .

This cha pter sets the pace for th e rest of
the book, as Bradley moves from ea rly racing
scene to ea rly racing scene-from the Co ntin­
en t to Ame rica to watch and record the sta r t
of th e Glidden Tours, pausing to cha t with
several American drivers, and back again to
the Co nt inent to wa tch th e rise to fam e of the
Cha rla tans and the birth of the famous
Peugot engine .

From Gra nd Pri x racing to a cha rac te r pic­
ture of Gordo n Benn ett , to W ilbur W right
and early fl ying, Bradley fills his book with
immortal personalities, and, com bined with a
very full set of illustrati ons ma ke it a " must"
for a vintage libr ary.

Price 37/3 (Aust.) . Pu blished by M otor­
ing Pu blications.

O ur copies by courtesy of Technica l Books
Co., 295 -290 Swansto n St., M elbourne, Aus­
tralia.

REGISTER AND DATING COMMITTEE L. G. W. Witt c

It was pleasing to receive such enthusiastic
response fro m bran ch delegates and rep resen­
ta tives at the last a nnual general meeting to
th e proposed scheme of circula ting amongst
the br anches books and motori ng journals
which we have in our ca re. T his scheme also
con ta ined a reciprocal agreeme nt by the
branc hes in supplying the Register and D ating
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Co m mittee with the loan of books and dat a
which could be of assista nce in " dating," and
also inter-branch excha nges . Bran ch commit­
tees are asked to co-operate by appoin ting a
librari an as soon as possible.

The first duty of the librar ian would be to
compile a list of the books a nd literatu re to
whi ch th ey ha ve access, and circulate to all



br an ch libr ari an s and this Co mm ittee . Bra nc h
libraria ns will be responsible for the safe keep­
ing of these books and the ir prompt retu rn
upon req uest. Books shou ld be held by, and
rea d in th e presence of libr ar ians as it must
be realised by all members that th ese boo ks
are probably irrepl aceable and many of them
a re on loa n only from members and friends of
th e club.

T he Committee wou ld apprec ia te bei ng ad ­
vised of th e na mes of lib rarians as soon as
a ppo inted.

A new responsibility has been placed on
the Register a nd Datin g Co mmittee. It has
been decided tha t in view of th e increasing
number of mem bers owning a few component
parts of a vehicle , th at in fu tur e full member­
ship will only be gran ted after this Commi ttee
has received Da ting or Register forms sup­
ported by photographs indi cating to wh at ex­
tent the vehicle is complete. If we consider
th at th e owner h as insuff icient to be reason­
ab ly classified, he or she will rem ain as "asso­
cia te member" unt il restor ati on or complete­
ness has progr essed further.

General Notes
Ap ologies to those contribu tors wh ose copy

does not appear in thi s issue. Don 't despair,
I am very gra teful for all contribu tions and
assure you th at eve ntua lly your effor ts will be
rewarded. 1 am, at th e mom ent, in th e very
fortunat e position of having some backlog of
copy, but do n' t let th at deter futu re contribu­
tors, as it will take very littl e time to devour
our present stock pile.

Would all contributors please note th at
copy must be in my hands by th e 15th of th e
mo nth pri or to publ ication . " Bea ded Wh eels"
cannot be produced on du e dat e if co py does
not come to hand on time. At the sa me tim e
I cannot accept copy unt yped which arrives
on th e da y co py closes. Short of stayi ng up
all n ight to co mplete th e issue for th e printer
I can sec no othe r solution to coping with

QUIZ
What is it?

The lat est ca r qui z for " Beaded Wh eels":
Read ers, see if vou can iden tifv the ca r in this
photo and post your guess to' th e Ed ito r, 20
H ackthorne Road, Christchurch. T he names
of th e knowledgeabl e together with othe r in­
terest ing deta ils of th e mach ine will appea r in
the next issue. As much detai l as possible,
please !

:3\

such matters. H owever , I sha ll be happy to
type copy pr ovided it is in my hands a t least
one week before closing date. I full y realize
that it is not possible for all contributors to
beg, borrow or stea l a typewrit er , a t th e sa me
tim e it is ph ysically imp ossible for your Edi tor­
ial Committee to prod uce rea ms in a few
hours- onl y one type machin e and strictly
three-finger typists.

If you will bear with us, we would like to
renew our plea t 0 th e Bra nches to appoint
" h istoria ns" who will obtai n da ta of M otori ng
and M otorin g Person aliti es with in th eir a rea.
Co uld we possibly have the nam es and ad ­
dresses of your appointed scr ibes so th at we
ca n beg in th is all importan t task-rem ember ,
tim e is running sho rt !



Classified Advertisements
C LASS IFI ED ADVERTISEMENTS R ATES

MEMBERS OF VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF N.Z.
I NC.: Fr ee for first three lines (approx. 25
word s) ; ther eaft er 1/- per lin e (8 word s) .

NO N-MEM BERS: 5/ - for first th ree lines or less;
thereaft er 1/ - per line.

To he acce p ted a ll adver tisements mu st be typed
and be accompa nied by the necessary remittan ce
and must be in the hands of the Editor not la ter
than the J5th day of the month before publi ca tion
el at e.

Sp ecia l d isplay advert iseme nts of ca rs for sa le
complete with photos may be inserted at spec ial
and very reasonab le ra tes, for details of whi ch ser­
vice write to the Eelitor.

WANT ED: An y information on S.C.A T .
ca rs. Also wanted to bu y any parts of any
model S.C .A.T. ca rs. ] . G . Watson , 229a
High Street, Lowe r Hutt .

FOR SALE : Tyres, two 33in x Sin T roj ans,
sound, retread abl e, and tub es. O ne Dunlop
700 -2:) retrea ded. £ 19 new, offers. Hugh
Ncvins, 47 Pa rkva le Road, Wellington , W .3.

\VANTED BU Y: Petrol tank for 1920 blu e
model Big X . T his tank also incorporates the
oil ta nk and ha nd oil pump. Urgently re­
qu ired to complete a restora tion job. H ock­
Icy, 308 Kcycs Road , New Brighton, Christ­
church.

oW ING to lack of space, mu st d ispose of
several vetera n motorcycles, partly recondi­
tioned , with many spares. Write for parti cu­
lars. H ocklcy, 308 K cycs Road , Ne w Brigh­
ton , Ch ristchurch .

FOR SA LE: Ru gb y "4," first regd . 1926.
Goo d mechanicall y; reason abl e bod ywork.
For fu rther parti cul ars apply Mr R . R .
Cha mbe rla in, 253 W ilsons Road, O pa wa ,
Christchurch.

WANTED Urgently: Oi l pump and Am ac
ca rburetor for 1927 250cc M atchless mo tor­
cycle. Please contac t Ron Bowman, 20 Park­
dale Road, M t. Albert , Auckland.

WANTED : Elect ric horn , front wheel hub ,
sideca r lamp, suit 1923 H arl ey Davidson .
P . W . J. Wood, 7 M axwcll Avenu e, Pa patoe­
toe, Auckland.
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WANT ED : for (R enault bon net type ) A rro l
j ohn ston, approx. 1910-14, chassis and wor m
driv e diff par ts, front axle or wha tever you
have to help restore this ca r, even up to 1918
will in terchan ge ; also a ny inform at ion about
th is mode l ca r. Vie. B. M cCreadv , 35 R a i-
har a Street, K aikohe. .

FO R SA LE : 1904 Sco ttish Argyll. Good
order. Must go to good home. R . M . M ah an,
127 W ai taki D rive, Otemat at a, phone 26 .

FO R SA LE : 1926 Ford l' comp lete. Four
new tyres, done no work. Engin e sound a nd
a spa re. Tools an d rimspreade rs. Bod y com­
plete with hood bows and clamps. Apply K .
M. Antra m, 14A Cameron Road , T e P uke .

WA NTED : 1923 H arl ev Davidson fro nt
wheel or hub only. P . W . 'J. Wood, 7 M ax­
well Avenue, Pap at oetoe.

WANTED: Worm and wheel d iff. for 1928
"Hadfield" Bean. G . J. R umrn ery, 46 St.
Georges Bay Road , Parn ell, A uckland .

FOR SALE ( 1) Buick 6 cylinde r Victoria
Cou pe, almost fully restored. Ret rimmed and
all mechan ical wor k done. Needs final coat
of paint. (2) Buick 4 cylinder 1924 Toure r,
completely restored . Ready for any run.
Paint a nd nickel, etc., in good order. Both
ca rs to be sold with registrat ion and full wa r­
rants. These ca rs are well known throughout
the No rth Islan d Car Clubs. Int erested
parti es to contac t : N . J. Steel, Lea ther Street,
H untly. Ph one 278S Business, 705 P rivate,
collect.

1"0 R SA LE : 191 2 T riumph, completely re­
sto red and eq uipped with acetyle ne genera tor
and lamps. H as com peted at num erous
ra llies. T o be sold with or without unique
191 2 period side-ca r also completely restored
and fitted with collapsible ca nvas hood a nd
fold- flat windscreen. This delightful combin­
ation may be seen at H ampton Tyre Co. Ltd.,
126 O xford T er race, Christchurch .

SELL : Four 600-650 x 18 tvres- smoot h.
T wo 650 x 18 Goodyear tyres 'as new. Sev­
era l tu bes. R. B. Sha nd, Box 1674 Christ­
church . Ph one 87-284 Bus., 56-086 Pt e.

WANT ED : 1923 C series Sunbeam 14 chas­
sis, front axle and guards and complete rear
end. G. H . Scott, H owa rd Rd ., Eastbo urne .



"W· d"tzar

Above : " W iz ard
Smith and Don Ha rk ­
n ess tryout huge
car pr ior to World
Rec ord lO-m ile run.

B el ow : M r. Smith .
and a view o f hi s
racin g car fr om th e
rear showing the
Fir est 0 n e Tire s
which he used in
ma kin g the A us­
t ralian record.

Smith Tries Out Car On Beach

lVIEMORIES OF THE PAST
N. (WIZARD) SMITH SETS WORLD'S SPEED MARK IN NEW ZEALAND
FIRESTONE EQUIPPED CAR LOWERS IO-MILE RE CDRD; I-MILE NEXT

Mai ntain ing the terr ific spee d a ve rage of
148.637 miles per hou r to cover a te n-mi le
stre tch in 4.02 1-5, Mr No r man (W izard )
Sm ith , we ll-know n Au stralian moto r enthusi­
ast, s mashe d th e world's ten -m ile spee d record
on J a nu a ry 17, at Ninety Mile Beach, Ka itaia,
N ew Zeal a nd .

The for mer record, ac cording to available
fig u res, was 148-409 miles per hou r, es tab­
lished by Ralph De Pa lma. Sm ith went ove r
to the New Zeal a nd beach from Aus tra lia to

. get th e ben efit of the long straight -away. He
used a car specia lly desi gn ed by Mr Don
Harkness, one of Austra lia's bes t kn own moto r
eng ineers . Th e eng ine was an a ero ty pe, si mi­
la r to t hose used in th e Sc hneider Cup Races,
of lig ht cons truction, weig h ing 800 pounds and
ha vin g a nomi nal developm ent of 360 hor se­
power a nd a pp roxima te ly 20,000 c.cs . Th is is
th e second record brok en by S mith in th is ca r
within two mon th s. Ear ly in Decembe r he
broke the Australia n mil e record of 109.19

miles per hou r, by a vera g ing 128 m.p.h. wi th a
max imum speed of 142 m.p.h.

F ollowing the exa mp le of champion dri vers
in Ameri ca and else where in the world , Smit h
equippe d hi s ca r with F irestone "G um-Dippe d"
tyres, a nd F irestone equipment performed per­
fe ctly in making bot h rec ords . For the Au s­
t rali an run , F irestone t yres were furn ish ed by
Mr E. A. MUlT, F'i restone dis t ributor at Sy d­
ney, wh o a lso a rranged that ty res be shipped
to Ne w Zeal and for the a ttempt on Ni ne ty
Mile Beach.

Su cceed ing in tw o objectives, Mr " Wizard"
Sm ith l lOW has designs on the wo rld's moto r
spe ed re co rd of 231 m.p.h . at p rese nt held by
Maj or Segra ve of Engl and. Mr Smith has now
established 55 speed records a lto ge the r, and
his success has enco u ra ge d his many well­
wishers in th e hope that th e world 's record
may fa ll to Australia. Fo r hi s big attempt ,
Mr Smith ex pec ts to ha ve a more fo r midable
racing ca r .



. care for you r car like no other oil can.

NEXT OIL CHANGE GET CASTROL ' ba lan ced' SUPERGRADES* CASTROLITE
Admirably su ita b le for m os t new
en gine s in w inte r and s u m mer,

Correc t ca re for your engrnes de mands four d isti nct fu nc ti ons
fro m a mo to r oil - t hat it lu br ica tes , cleans , coo ls , and seals.

C as t r ol' s charac teristic is th a t , bet te r t han a ny ot he r oil , it so
in te gra tes ('ba lances') componen t Ingred ie n ts . th at no one

fun ction dimi n ishes or inhibits the 100'70 pe r forma ncc of
the others , Castrol a lways does a ll fou r th ings ,

eq ually a nd s uperlatively we ll.

CASTROL XL
R ecommended b y some m a n ufa cture rs
for both winter a nd s um mer use
and is especia lly recommend ed
for engines wit h hi gh m ileage ,

*~ balanced ~ SUPERGRADES

The Masterpiece in Oils.

A/~rp ask fOr CASTROL la/qnced~rades by ~lne
39~2 ---

•
Adverti sing enquiries to be addressed to the Adver tising Ma nage r , ~O H ackt hc rn e Road , C hr istc hurch, 5 .2. Published by Vintage
Car Club of N. Z. Incorpora ted and prin ted by Simpson & ' ViII iams Ltd. , 169 5 1. Asaph Street, Christchurch, New Zealand .
R eg ister ed a t the c .p.a . 'Vellin g ton , for tra nsm issio n as a m ag ali ne, e tc .


