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"HORSELESS
CARRIAGE"

In 1893 the first successful gasoline powered motorcar in the United States cruised
down the main streets of Springfield, Mass., at a speed of five miles an hour! This
car was made by two brothers, Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea.

In 1896 Henry Ford drove his first car out of the machine shop in Detroit. Later,
his system of machine-made, interchangeable parts, and assembly line production,
put motorcars within tbe price range of tbe man-in-the-street.

By the beginning of the 20th century, 8,000 motorcars were registered in tbe
United States. These were powered by steam, gasoline or electricity, and even then
[bey did not look much like the original "Horseless Carriage."

Some of the laws passed in the early days of tbe motorcar make us chuckle
today. For instance, one community ruled that if a borse refused to pass a motor­
car the driver of the car must "take the machine apart ..• and conceal tbe parts
in the grass." In some places motorcars were banned entirely, and angry farmers
guarded their livestock with shotguns against these "contraptions of the devil."

It is easy to see that early motorists were indeed brave pioneers, often running
risks that would be hard to imagine today, for they also bad to contend with

the discomfort of rough roads, open driving seats and temperamental engines. Times
bave changed and tbose first motoring enthusiasts would be the first to appreciate the
advances made both in car and tyre design since the exciting, stimulating days of the

"Horseless Carriage."

FIRESTONE Tyres since the earliest days of motoring, have set the

standard of reliability, economy and safety. Today's motorist, like his

father and grandfather before him, looks to Firestone for EXTRA mileage

and EXTRA reliability.



Beaded W heels is the voice of th e Vin tage C ar M o vem ent in Ne w Z ealand and of th e Clubs whose effo rts
are fosterin g and ever widening the interest in th is mo vem ent and form rallying points for that eve r increasing
band of enthusiasts . Th e fascination of age itself or revulsion from the flashy mediocrity of our present day
is drawing an increasing num ber of m ot orists back to the individua lity, solid worth, and functional elegance
that was dem and ed by a 1l101'e discriminatin g generatio n and it is to these that we dedicate-
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I B y court esy J. GRit )

No DOUBT a large sec tion of members will have seen a
recent report in the newsp a per s that legislat ion is
abou t to be enac ted requiring cars mor e than twenty
years old to be issued wi th a new wa rra nt of fitness
within thirty days of their bein g sold . No dou b t a lso
second -hand repor ts a nd rumou rs of th is prop osed

J
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leg isla tion will lead to one of the usual pan ics
amo ng a certa in class of member s th at "all old
ca rs a re go ing to be put off the road " . We
mu st say that we heart ily endo rse the proposed
legisla tion if it is goi ng to be a practic al meas­
ure towards ensuring grea ter safety on the roads
an d provided it is rigidly a nd efficiently en­
fo rce d . unlike so many of o ur othe r regulations
relating to motor veh icles. We would observe
that th e average member of the Club has abso­
lut ely nothing to fear now or a t any time in
the future, beca use thi s Club has a lways en­
deavoured to ma intain tbe best relati on s with
the T ra ns port Department, the Police D ep art­
men t a nd othe r authori ties reg ula ting and
con tro lling the use of motor veh icles a nd publ ic
roads. T his is a poli cy whic h has been pur­
sued from the earliest days of the Club and
wh ich we see no cause or reas on ever to alter.
In these circumstances, we are of the opinion
that Club members ha ve no th ing to fea r from
any legislation either present or future provided
they remember that their first ob liga tio n is to
observe the rul es of th e road and ma inta in the
good nam e of the Clu b at a ll times when
d riving on the highway and par ticul arl y when
in the presen ce of the genera l pub lic mot oring
or othe rwise. Furtherm ore. it wo uld be wise
for Bran ches who may be co ncerned a bout
these rumours whi ch d o occur from time to
tim e to take the matter u p on a nati on al level
with the National Officers rather th an make
approaches direct to Mini sters or Govern ment
Depar tm ents. Remember th at when yo ur Na­
tion al O fficers approach a Mi nis ter or Govern­
me nt Dep artment th ey spea k on be ha lf of a
nationa l bod y. T he Vi ntage Ca r Club of New
Zealand Incorpora ted . Th is ca rries far mor e
weig ht th an representat ion s fro m any indivi d ua l
Branch . R em em ber also th at th ere is no wish
on the part of your Na tio na l Executive or
National Officers to have a centra lised or
burea ucratic control o f all C lub affai rs merely
for the sake of ha ving it but because they
be lieve that it lends great er weight to an y sub­
m issions or representati ons whic h they wish
to mak e.

Wh ile endorsin g th is piece of prop osed
legislati on in th ese co lu mns, we ca nno t let the
opportuni ty pass of having yet a not he r thrust
a t o ur hopelessly co mplica ted a nd at times
fa rc ica l traffic laws and regul at ion s. Take for
inst an ce our arbitra ry speed limit; there are
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many occasions whe n a per son dr iving a t 30
m.p.h . in a 30 m.p .h . lim ited area is driving
far mor e dan gerously than a co mpe ten t dr iver
on the open road travelling a t 80 m.p .h. And
ye t we a ll know what would happen to the
dr iver do ing 80 m.p.h. if he wa s dete cte d . Take
the number of persons who still mai nta in open­
road sp eeds fa r in excess of 55 rn.p. h.; some
get ca ught, so me do not, but the y keep o n
doing it and the traffic author it ies m ust k now
that th is happens. If the y wa nt to enfo rce the
55 m.p.h . speed limit. why not proh ibit the
imp ort ati on of ca rs ca pa ble of more than 55
m.p .h. or in the alt ernati ve make it compulso ry
for a ll ca rs to be fitted wi th gove rnors ; bu t wh y
have traffic law s which ar e farcica l a nd mor e
honoured in the breach than th e ob servance .
Wh y have th ou sands of pounds' wo rth of radar
equi pm ent and the time of highly pa id a nd ex ­
pen sively equ ipp ed traffic officers pa rked on
ro ad ways stoppi ng people for exceed ing the
speed limit when the same men could be em­
ployed detecting the mor e serious an d mor e
da ngerous breaches of th e tra ffic regul at ion s
and sha rpening their judg ment so as to detect
reall y dan gerou s and incon sid er ate drivin g. Of
co urse it cannot be deni ed th at the gr ea test
sha r pener of judg me nt for traffi c officers wo uld
be to a llow them to compete in ra llies and
tri al s and po ssibly short races, because there
can be absolute ly no doubt about th e fac t th at
the com petition-trained driver is the most co m­
petent per son to judge the competence of h is
fell ows a nd decide whe ther a certain manoe uvre
is potent iall y da ngero us or not.

Fi na lly, we would like to issue a cha llenge
to the po wers tha t be to sus peod a ll o peratio ns
to detect sp eedi ng dri vers for a per iod of say
two months and co ncentra te th e a tten tio n of a ll
enfo rce me nt officers on such offen ces as dan­
gero us dri vin g, dri ving without du e care and
attention, or reasonable consideration for oth er
road-users , d ruoken driving, and the more
serious offences relating to bodily injury a nd
fa ilure to stop after an accident. We wou ld
ha zard a guess th at if th is poli cy were fo llowe d
there wou ld be a decrease in the accident rate
a nd in a ny case there wo uld certai nly not be
any increase. T he re is no evi de nce at a ll to
sho w that speed alone is th e maj or or eve n a
subs ta ntia l ca use of ser ious acc ide nts on th e
road.
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ROAD TEST
A lthoug h in our Veteran class, the 1917

Grant Six ha s und en iably Vintage lines, a pe r ­
fo rman ce in keeping, but a few horribl y veteran
habi ts .

Winston e a nd A las tair Jon es, fat her an d
so n team of F eatherston , ha ve mad e a goo d
restoration of thi s rare Amer ican ca r th at
Alas tai r' s grandfa ther had sold when new It
was found in a tatty sta te of ne glect bu t a yea r
or so lat er was good eno ugh to win the Con­
cour se an d Aggre gat e to take the Wellington
Br a nch A nnual Vetera n Trophy last November.

But this is to be a Road Test, not the
life story of a car, so let's get behi nd the whee l
an d try it out. The Grant is long an d na rr ow
with an a lmos t stra ight lin e fro m radiat or cap
to rear of bod y, bu t one cl im bs-up -on -to rather
th an gets-into it. T he sm all ish do ors . th ough
see mingly flimsy. cl ick shut ob ligingly, and th e
seat ing is comforta bly u pright. Comfortabl e
for two lightwei ghts like my self an d the owner.
A co uple of heavy weights might find it ju st a
tr ifle chu mmy in th e fron t sea t. The lat e owner
had commen ted th at it wa s jus t rig ht fo r him­
sel f a nd his fa rm do g. I ts whe elba se is 112
inches bu t it is a meagre five-sea ter a nd no
ho pe of sq ueezing in the od d sm a ll boy. Th e

PAGE THREE

1917 GRANT
la rge diam eter wood -rimm ed steering wheel is
well pla ced an d has little back lash. Som ething
is missing-no th rottle and spark co ntro ls on
the wheel. A lever an d qu adrant severa l inches
down on the right of the column is th e throttle,
but it is jus t too far away to be jiggled wi th
the finger tip in th e F ord T ma nner. T here is
no manual spa rk con trol, igni tion ad va nce
being automatic in the modern ma nne r. Al as­
tair found the hand-th rottl e awkward in tod ay's
traffic, an d ha s neatly added a foot accelerator.
Th e sho rt mid- mounted gea r-lever felt a bit
slop py. "That's a cow -of-a-thing , hope you
ca n show me how to cha nge d own with it , I
can't," was th e ow ner 's ho peful com ment. " If
it' s as bad as all th at , do you m ind if I say so
in Beaded W heels'? " " OK wi th me , say wha t
you like about the brute." (This could be fun .)
Ju st to he lp matter s, gear posi tions a re re­
versed from the standard , wi th low-cog to right
and back, a nd the ba lly hand -br ake, which fel t
norma l eno ugh, is between d river an d gear­
lever. F oot-brake felt normal. but clu tch
wou ldn' t go d own. " Oh yes, it's a bit hard
you 'll find. Gi ve it a heav e." So I he aved and
it sud de nly wen t clo nk right to th e floor. Evi­
de ntly a thoro ughly ve tera n old leather-faced
cone gone a bit sticky . (T his wi ll be fun .)

(ll y co u r tc s v A . .I on es )
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On the dash is a sma ll cluster of instruments.
light sw itch a t left with ignition key in it , then
an ammeter. th e o il indicator (a small glass
wind ow behind whi ch the oil visibly circula tes
and spins a littl e wheel o n its way fro m pu mp
to cra nkcase splas h trou ghs), a hooded dash­
lam p wit h o ne solitary fuse below it, a nd
finall y a nice old Stewart r ibb on -type speedo
whic h is dri ven off th e right fro nt whee l. A
knob below the swi tch is the choke. Sta rte r is
opera ted by the dri ver 's left heel, a nd an iden­
tical button for the right heel is the headlamp
d ip-switch.

Small boys fidd ling with the switch had
left us wi th a flat battery. but a few pull -ups
on the detachable crankhandle brou ght the
eng ine to life. Wh ile it warmed up a bit , we
took a look under the left s ide of th e bonnet.
The twelve jigglin g pushrod s and ro ckers
looked mo st impressive a nd are in fact quite
neatl y arr anged (for an ea rly A me rica n). The
ca m-followe rs ar e lightl y sp ring-loa ded . so
th ere appea rs to be no ta pp et cleara nce a t th e
rockers. The genera tor is gea rdrive n but be­
twee n it and the timing-case there is a pull ey
wi th wh itt le be lt dr iving a four-b laded fa n. T he
big brass Stromberg LBl ca rb urettor is mount­
ed d irectl y on to th e cy linde r head an d a flex­
ib le me ta l ai r int ake passes throu gh a hole in
the cy linde r block . There is a row of six neat
littl e screw-down priming cups . The "v acuum­
tank " fuel-pump is prominentl y mounted o n
th e engin e, an d right a t th e rear , towering
above all, is the d istributor dri ven by an ex­
pos ed ver tical shaf t. The sma ll unit next to it
on the bulkhead is the cut-out. The coil is
simila rly pla ced on the other sid e. Grant ad­
vertisin g in 1917 featured this arrangement,
saying it wa s the ideal car for negotiating flood
waters, bo th ca rbo and ignition were placed
high an d dry.

Surprisingly, there is no wat er pump on th is
thr ee litr e engine with six cy linders of 3 x 4t
inch bore and str oke. In the metric system,
this measures 76 x 114 mm , giving a cubic
capacity of 3100 cc. W ater connec tions are
short a nd gene rous in d iameter. and so far , it
has given no bot her wit h boiling. A close
look a t th e seem ingly sma ll, sligh tly curved
radiato r d isclosed a thi ck bank of well spaced
a nd stagg ered vertica l tubes and substantial
cop per firming.
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A sma ll externa l, plunger type o il pump,
dri ven fro m the rear ca m, pumps a mise rly
sup ply of o il via ± inch co pper tubing to the
dash indic a to r a nd thence back to feed the six
splash tro ughs in the cra nkcase, an d by even
finer tub e to the timing gea rs.

Spark plugs , exha ust manifold. sta r ter.
horn a nd stee ring-box a re the o nly items of
inte rest on the oth er side of the engine.

I ch icke n-o ut of reversing from the ga r­
age. I wa nt to get som e idea how to handle
the brute befor e taking the whee l. H eavin g
down on the clutch , Ala stair waits, engages the
backing cogs, a nd with only idling set on the
hand throttle. takes a firm grip of him self and
the wheel a nd eases back o n the ped al. Not so
grim. A tentative lur ch , a nd a bit of a jerk.
a nd we're rolling. (Menta l note : low revs. six
cylinde rs, heavy flywh eel, light weight tourer
body, a nd the clutch needn't be feared : but
rem ember th at long, long pa use wh en chang­
ing up .)

Out of town . we cha nge p laces , and I get the
same lurch -an d -jerk rout ine at take-o ff, pas s
throu gh the gea rs quite harmlessly a nd r each
to p a t a mere 15 m.p.h. A brake test was
quite nice. normal, a nd sa fe feeling. so we try
a bit of throttle an d get a pleasant feeli ng of
ur se with a good throat y not e from th e ex ha ust.
Ad mittedl y there was plenty of no ise­
machinery a t wo rk- bu t no littl e men with
hammers. A t 35 it was quite pleasant to
handle. No kick back at the wheel a nd it jus t
bowled along with littl e a tte ntio n to steering
but th e firs t co rner ca lled fo r qui te a bit of
strong arm work to pull i t round . So th at is
why they fitted it with an outsize in steer ing
wheels. It goes wh er e you stee r it but there is
a co mplete ab sence of feel. Above 35 or 40
m.p.h., the noise level go t a bit high and we
didn 't try it for top speed .

Turning on to a narrow grave l road . the
steering was a bit l ighter, qu ite acc ura te, but
st ill lack ing in any " feel" . Th is road ende d
at a locked ga te so I ha d to do an about turn
in a very co nfined space. Th is was no both er
a t a ll. T he steering lock was good . Down hill
no w, the gea r-lever wo uld n' t come out of lo w.
"T ha t' s one of its nasty little hab its." A bi t
of th ou ght and we had th at one licked . All it
wan ted was a bit of th rottl e to counteract th e
clu tch drag. Befor e trying a cha nge-dow n, I
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Th e weird internals of the Grant

( B y co u r t es y A. J'on e s )

dr ove along the fla t at a steady 15 in seco nd
gea r wi th speed se t o n the hand thro tt le, and
carefully noted its posit ion on the qu adrant.
Then from 25 in top , put the ha ndbrake on
lightl y to s imulate a hill , se t th e hand thr ottl e,
a nd whe n spe ed dropped d own to near 15,
jabbed clutch , into neutral, br ief pause for
engine to rev up, jab clutch again , and wonder
of wo nde rs. the seco nd gea r we nt in witho ut a
murmu r. (My lucky day, but co nsiderable
kudos acqu ired. ) Game, or rash, I tri ed it
again , a nd did it again , silently. The Gr ant has
a typ ical old , not very nice, cras h-box, which
will respond if one sticks to the ru les. A fair
bit of practice on the fla t would be a good idea
befor e trying out the " tech nique " on a real hi ll.
The ow ner wa nted to ha ve a sho t a t it him self
and was delighted when he also achieved a
silent change-do wn. T he gea rs are scarcely
need ed as most hill s can be d one in to p, but
whe n it do es get too steep, they ha ve had to
stop, get int o Jow , and try to get going again
with out breaking a n axle. One has been bro ken
that way alread y.

In town, I dro ve it a round back stree ts,
both sea led and unsealed, up and down small
hills, an d th e old engine was amazingly flexible,
pulling away nicely in top from as low as 6
m.p.h.

Back in the garage, I had a good look
ove r a nd und er. Springing is by subs ta ntial
ca ntilever a t the rear, flexibl y sh ac kled to the
ver y sk im py looking rear axl e. It ha s torque
tub e drive braced with a couple of very light
radi us ro ds tha t seem to have been designed

to take th e str ain of brak ing only . Brake
drums. on rear whee ls only, carry int ernal
shoes (han d br ake) and ex te rna l ba nds (foot
brake). Both ar e equalised . The sturdy front
ax le carr ies half-elliptics , an d steering gear a ll
look s subs ta ntial. Rea r whee ls a re full float ing,
drive being transm itted by spl ined dog held in
place by a spring inside th e large handsomely
pla ted hu b cap . The woo d-spo ked wheels
ca rry dem oun ta ble rims whic h them selves ha ve
a re movable and re versible bead enabling
either RE. or S.S. 880 x 120 tyr es to be used .
Tyre pressure is 50 Ibs. The rear fue l tan k is
unusua lly lon g a nd slender. It looks like a bit
of flue pi pe 3ft 4ins lon g by inches diamete r.
Gearbo x looks ra ther tiny for th e size of the
engine. b ut it mak es itse lf heard .

Body is painted dar k green. Gua rds and
hood ar e black. Windscreen is un compromis­
ingly vert ica l. T he radi at or she ll is pa inted (i t
had not been pla ted when new) an d the la rge
headlamps hav e a rather " b lind" look wi th
opa que glasses.

It had not been thought necessar y to re­
bore the engin e, and new rings rest or ed a
reasona ble de gre e of co mpression. However,
the Grant Six is far from being a n econ om y
ca r. It d oes a bare 12 miles to the ga llo n, a nd
consumes, or loses, a good bit of oil in spite
of th ere being no noticeable blue haze fro m the
ex ha ust or much o iliness a bo ut the power
pla nt.

In a ll, a nice reliable old car with quite a
bit of charac ter a nd urge, b ut no special charm .
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2nd N.Z. BENTLEY ALPINE RALLY
JU NE , 1963

1963

We met in Timaru, a bu sy port a nd holi­
day resort geogra phica lly situa ted in the centre
of the South Isl and. L ast year's succes s in­
sp ired our orga niser, Dave Bowman, to greater
effort. This tim e a two-d ay rally and 700 mile s
instead of 380, but a "chicken out" on the
tim e of yea r. March (a utumn) instead of A u­
gust (winter).

On the evening of F riday , 29 th March ,
Timaru Bentley Drivers ' Club member Don
Odd ie ki nd ly ope ned his door and cocktail
cabinet to the enthusiasts as they a rrived . One
car from Invercar gill (260 miles), o ne from
Wellin gton (320 miles) a nd six cars from
Ch ristchurch (l OO m iles). They were a group
of interestin g peopl e with a common bond­
"L e Be au Bentley". All wer e looking forw ard
to a pleasant weekend of touring, a mar vellou s
rem edy for the gloomy regularity of everyday
life and a tonic for the tired.

H alf the Bentleys were a product of the
sizzling 20 's. and what fine specim ens they
were. E ven the driver s and cre w wo uld have
passed for the origina l Mayfair Playboys (in
the du sk with the lights beh ind them). Don
Oddie's 1927-4} Litre Tourer':'; Geoff Owen's
1926 3 Litre Tourer ": R on Hassell' s 1923 3

by B. W. Bickerton

Litre Tourer"; and Lucy Will s' 1929 4·} Litre
Tourer (Chassi s N o. NX 3464). This debonair
grou p were later join ed by Warren Jord an 's
1924 3 Li tre short cha ssis speed model (Chass is
No. 728. It's a joy to see the co nfidence and
sk ill of Lucy Wills at the wheel and share
her enthusiasm of a fine ca r. T o her added
del ight the R ally too k her over roads
through which she had dr iven that same
car some 30 year s before. Of more recent
vintage Ian Ma xwell-Stewart's 1936 4t L itre
Sports Tourer (Chassis No . B187 BL. G urney
Nutting) looked immaculate. This carefree team
were sup ported by four ma gnificent "Caviare
and Cha mpagne models . Edgar R idgen's 1953
R T ype "; A rchie Scott's 1956 A utoma tic S
Type"; Willi s Brown 's 1951 4! Mark 6 (Chas­
sis B8KM) and Mr Shier' s 1952 4t Mark 6
(C hass is No . B55 LM).

As a result of some embarr assing publicity
last yea r the press were not invited on the
Rally. "No news is good news. No journal ists
is even bett er l "

Our launching po in t on the Saturd ay
morn ing was inevi tab ly the parking ar ea of a
friendly publican and at 9.30 a .m. in perfect
weather, the cars moved off.

At Dansey's Pass Hotel. (B y cou rtos v D . Bowman)
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Geoff Owen at Dansey's Ford , (B y co u r te s y D. Bo w ma n)

T he route headed so uth on sea led road s, Gor ge, to our dest inat ion , Qu eenstown .
thr ou gh lush sheep farming co untry, eventu- A scenic resort situa ted on the ed ge of
a lly crossi ng th e Waitaki River a t H ak atara- Lake Wak atipu (1280 feet a t its dee pest sound -
mea (a ro ma ntic Maori name mea ni ng Dance ing), Quee nstown is shadowed by lofty pre-
of the Speargrass). Dansey's Pass lat er pro- cipitous mountains. A land with the romance
vided a road of an entirely di fferent nature. A of go ld and of fortunes mad e and lost over-
narrow exciti ng track with a rocky sur face, nigh t. A la nd of endurance and courage show n
sudden steep grades, water courses an d a sur - by th e expl or ers a nd hopeful miner s who devel-
prise aro und eve ry corner. We climbed over o ped it. A ce ntury ago at one point a lone, a
3000 feet-tough touring country and a test shee p shea rer "struc k it luck y" a nd took ou t
for driver a nd sus pensio n. T he sur ro undi ng £4000 worth of gold in two mo nths . Into thi s
bus h cove red terra in is almos t inaccessible and area ju st before 6 p.m. th ere thundered a group
wo uld be extre mely danger ou s in win ter. Only of co urageo us Bentley mot or ists, fear ing noth-
the day before the bod y of an un fortunate ing but closing time.
farm er was found after he had been missing for Th e evening saw our sa tisfied team com-
18 mo nt hs . fortably se tt led in their acco mmodati on , rested

Eventuall y nine dusty triu m phan t Bentleys and well fed. the younger mem ber s d isport-
pull ed up outs ide the quai nt Dan sey's Pa ss ing th em selves in the rel axing atmosphe re of
H otel fo r lun ch. The pub had jus t previou sly the lubr icati on bay. There the tal k was m ostly
had its Centennia l ce lebra tio ns a nd pro ved an of Bentleys (a nd so met imes of wome n).
a tt rac tive spo t to relax a nd lay the du st. Last Sunday morning dawn ed fine and clear,
in was Max Stewar t in th e 4;} Spo rts . We a nd with a long day befor e them (C hr istchurch
exc used M ax as the onl y No rt h Is la nd entrant dri vers had over 300 miles), cars were checked,
for miss ing the turn off to th e Pass. tanks filled early, and by the co urtesy of Bent-

On our way after lunch th e road gradua lly ley Drivers' Club member Will is Br own , a fine
improved a nd we came out on to h igh barren plaqu e was presented to each dri ver to com-
undulat ing co untry, rich only in the histor y of mernor ate the R ally . We far ewelled our In-
a hecti c go ld rush in the ]860's. Fr om C ro m- verca rgill fr iend s Willi s Brown and Warren
we ll there was a spec tac ular 40-mile run J ordon a t 10 a .m. and left Qu een stown to catch
throu gh the rockbound fastn ess of the Kawa rau up on its sleep.
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Only two ca rs (Edgar R idgen 's R Type
and Lucy Willis ' 1929 Tourer) took the spe c­
tacular short cut to Lake Wan aka over the
Crown R an ge (3676ft.). The rem ainder took
the longer but more comfortable road via
Cromwell. From Wanaka the cars travelled
100 miles through interesting country, over the
eas y Lindis Pass and the rather barren sheep­
lands of the M ack enzie Country, to Lake Pu­
kaki Inn for lun ch ,

The way home from
here was ea sy, and like the
ten little nigg er boys, our
numbers were diminishing.
Lu cy Willis and Edgar Rid­
gen called on friend s, Don
Oddie headed for Tirnaru,
and then ther e wer e five.
Five Bentleys scampering
off on the last 170 miles
back to Christchurch .

The weekend balance
sheet wa s a he althy one. On
the debit side only a broken
Rev Counter co upling , a
crac ked headlam p glas s, two
or three inevitable punc-

OBITUARY
GARTH VINCENT HUGHES

It was with a deep sense of regret that we
learnt of the pass ing (after a short illness) of
the Club Captain and sincere Fr iend of the
Veteran & Vi nta ge Car Club (Wa ika to) Inc.

Garth was kn own through out New Zea­
land as the dri ver of the oldest Veteran, th e
1895 Benz.

It was he wh o contacted most of the in­
tere sted folk for the first meeting of the Club.
H e was duly elected Club Capta in, and had
held that pos it ion until the time of his death,
H is wealth of kn owl ed ge of the older ca rs ha s
helped many a Vi ntage enthus ias t, with wha t
a t times seemed impossibilities.

His sudden pa ssing was a grea t shock to
us all, and the large crowd which ga thered to
pay their last respect s showed indeed the very
high esteem in whi ch he was held , not only
by members of Vintage Ca r Clubs a nd other
sporting bodies, but by hi s Iellow rnen.
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tures and a few empty wallets. On th e cred it
side 700 miles of gra nd touring, good company,
fine weather and ma gnifi cent scenery. Th at
wound up the successful 1963 New Zealand
Bentley Alpine R ally, but you should hear
the plans for next year.

* Denotes Bentleys o n previous R ally.

( By co u r t es y D . B owm a n )

" Li fe's race well run . Life's work well done,
Life's victory won, Now cometli R est,"
To his family we ex tend our sincere sym­

pathy, and share with them the loss of a friend.

KEN TOWNSHEND
It is with pr ofound regret that we have to

record the death of Ken Townshend , Mana­
wa tu Branch cha irma n, at Taupo, on M arch 3,
1963.

It is about tw o years since Ken became
actively interested in the formatio n of a Mana­
watu Branch, and not twelve months since his
initi at ive, drive and abi lity brought thi s abo ut,
ably ass isted by our recently retired sec re ta ry.
In those few months ma ny of us were p rivi­
leged to know Ken personally, and learned to
appreciate his generos ity, hospitality, hu man ity
and integrity.

T o his family Mrs Townshend, Ca ree n,
Lewis a nd Miss L avery , we express our sin­
cere sym pa thy and sha re with them the loss of
a fri end and counsellor.
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THREE IN TUNE
" If only th at damned sha ft co uld ha ve held

ou t for ano the r three days," sa id Joe for a t
least the l Oath time.

"'Oh, dry up ," I sai d rudely , a nd rolled
ove r o n my back onl y to ag ree wholeheartedly
in my m ind with Joe's remar k. We were lying
on our blankets in the tent on thi s fine sum­
mer aftern oon because we were too completely
fed u p to be bothered doing anyt hing else.

If o nly-yes, but regrets a re useless. Per­
hap s I' d bett er tell you the sto ry whic h led up
to J oe 's rem ark a nd ex plai n o ur present sta te
of mind .

Jo e a nd I are New Zealande rs. We are
also dyed- in-the-wool mot or cyc lists. N o chic­
kens either. We both sta rte d o n two wheels
in the V intag e days and no w lovingly tend two
Vintage N ortons, Joe a camshaft a nd I a push­
rod of th e same year. whi ch we pro ud ly enter
in V intage Club rallies. In sho rt we are No rton
fan s, a nd also fri end s of man y yea rs sta nd ing.

T wo or three yea rs ago we got th e sa me
bee in our bon nets. Wouldn 't it be grea t to go
to En gland a nd do all the th ings one read
abou t in "T he Motorcycle" . T o enter for some
of th eir tr ial s over the real rough stuff they
turn on th er e. to have a loo k ove r the Norton
factory, to try our skill at SOme small race
meetings : bu t the highlight would be to spend
a whole glorious week on the Isle of Man to
see the T.T. races. We could pur chase cheap
a No rto n wi th a few herbs (it wou ld have to be
two or three yea rs old to suit o ur pocket ) whic h
we co uld use for sport as well as tran sport.

We dreamed over a ll thi s fo r a lon g time
and saved a ll we pos sibl y could toward s the
ult imate goa l. until on e day we received the
glad tidin gs that we had between us landed
£250 in T atts! With wh at we had saved this
would mak e our trip posible.

It was rather frighten ing a t first to reali se
wha t we had let ourselves in fo r. H owever ,
af ter due co nsidera tio n eve rything fell into per­
spec tive a nd we had berths booked on a ca rgo
sh ip. a good deal chea pe r than on a passenger
vesse l. T his ship would get us to So utha m pton
abou t the middle of May. Just in n ice time
to make a ll a rra ngements to be on the Island
for the cr ucia l week early in June, We th ou ght
it wo uld be best to call at the offices of "T he
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A Short Stor y by Geo . Wood ward

Motorcycle" first and tak e their ad vice as to
purch ase of a N orton, sports fixtures a nd travel
arra ngeme nts .

We reckoned we had enough cas h to allow
us abo ut six months away from home, includ­
ing perhaps a quick da sh ac ross the Channel
to have a look at "Gay Paree" .

She was a small ship and we found we
were the o nly passen ger s on boa rd . We messed
with the officers and shared a two- berth ca bin
next to the second mate. They were a chee ry
crow d a nd we had drinks with them before
dinner , but s pent most of our time discu ssing
plans for our sojourn in the U.K . We would
not have a grea t deal of time to make our
arran gem ent s for the Island a nd we must have
a Norton to take over with us so th at we could
tour round the course and see a ll the places
we had read so much about.

With ca lls a t severa l ports a nd a bit of
sightseei ng in for eign lands the time went very
pleasantly and fairly qu ickly. until o ne morning
in the Med iterranean we awoke with a feeling
that som ething was different.

We soon realised that th e ship had stop ped
an d goi ng on deck learned th at we had broken
our propellor shaft and wer e wal lowing help­
lessly in th e lon g swell. The skipper had sent
out an 5.0,5 . bu t it appeared that th er e were
no shi ps very nea r us an d it was not unt il th e
next day that help arr ived in the form of a
batt ered Germ an tramp. Seve ra l days lat er we
were towed ignom iniously in to a North A frica n
port. Judg ing by the speed a t which th e prelim
inary arra ngements for repa irs were cond ucted
J oe and I beg an to be worried ab out our get­
tin g to the Island in time. We tackled the
skipper abo u t it and he was very sym pathetic
in spite of a ll his own worries and agree d to
see if he co u ld get us tra nsfe rr ed to a no ther
ship on its way to England . We did th ink of
trying to fly there but decided that it would
make too m uch of a hole in o ur fina ncia l re­
so urces a nd would mean drast icall y cur tail ing
our hol iday.

In spi te of the skipper's effor ts o n our
behalf it wa s nearly a fortnight before we left
that hot and fly- infested port on an other tr a mp ,
th is time of British origin, bound for Lon don ,
We nearly cr ied to see our precious time ru n-
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ning out and eventually, completely and utterly
downcast, we sa iled up the Thames Estuary
on the same aft ernoon that the Sen ior Race, the
last of the week, was bein g run on the Isle of
Man. Ho wever , New Zealanders in London
cou ld not be unhappy for lon g. There is so
much to see and do and we spent a glorious
week doin g all the thin gs visitors are supposed
to do and even so me of the things they are not.

After a while we decided to see some of
the English co untrys ide while the good wea ther
last ed and we purchased a second-hand Norton
and some very light camping gea r. We piled
ourselves and all the gea r on the uncomplain ­
ing machine and set off. Stra ngely enough our
front wheel seemed to roll mainly to the north­
west and didn't seem happy go ing in an y other
d irect ion. We kn ew why when we found our­
selves running into Liverpool, the jumping off
po int for the Isle of Man . We seemed to ha ve
been irr esist ibly dr awn th is way . so now of
course the only thin g to do was to get aboard
the little stea mer with the Norton and gear
and make our pil grimage to the Mecca of all
keen motor cycli sts .

Two days on the I sland had us ser iou sly
thi nking. Perh a ps it was a mistake coming
over after a ll. When we had taken a ride
round the course and tal ked to the local s ove r a
glass of bitt er it really came home to us what
we had missed. And th is, dear readers. is
"wher e you ca me in" , so to speak. The sett ing
you will remember wa s that little tent with
the two of us mis erably doing a spot of Maori
P.T on a summer afternoon.

Our ca m p was pitched in a farmer's field
near Brandi sh Corner and quite close to the
road . A oeaceful spot in lovely rolling country.

Whil e we were thu s cogitating on our ill­
luck , there came. borne on the balmy air, the
sound of a motor cyclist, really in a hurry,
coming down the hill from Cr eg-ny-Baa to­
wards us . " If that's not a cammy Norton like
min e, I'll ea t my hat ," said Joe, as we scra m­
bled out of the tent and over to the road to
get a look. By the time we got there the rider
had flashed past with a roar from his open
exhaust and continued down toward s Hilberry,
leaving us standin g in the middle of the road
completel y mystified-becau se there was no
one in sight.

We could he ar him go through Hilberry
and continue up the hill beyond and though
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the road is visible to Cronk-ny-Mona we saw
absolutely nothing. In a little wh ile we heard
him go over the hill, then out of hearing.

We went back to the tent think ing hard
but com pletely at a loss for any sort of ex plan­
ati on . "D id you see anything? " said Joe
soberl y. "No," I answered and lay back to COD­

tinue puzzling over thi s stra nge phenomen on .
After abou t half an hour-
" Here he comes aga in !" sudd enly yelled

Jo e a nd we shot out to the road thi s time
gett ing there first. The sound of his motor bore
do wn upon us with a howl ing roar that seemed
to pass right through us a nd then swept on
do wn the hill. We turned quickl y and stood
looking dow n the short di stance to Hilberry
and aga in sa w- nothing !

Presently there came a new sound , a long
clattering, scraping sound , follo wed by the
scream of a motor flat out in neutral. and then
silence. "He's cra shed!" I burst out, and to­
gether we raced for the Norton. Jumping on,
we ra n do wn to H ilberry a nd then over the
hill to Signpost, but nowhere could we see a ny
sign of him . Then back to Hilberry. where the
little village basked quietl y in the summer sun­
shine. We asked an old villager working near
the roa d if he had seen an ything of a motor
cycl ist going very fast, but he had seen a nd
heard only us goin g through a few minutes
before.

If we were mysti fied before we were sha t­
ter ed now. We could hardly ride back to our
camp a nd when we got there crept bac k to
our bed s withou t a word to each other.

There seemed to be a heavy black cloud
pres sing down on us. though the sun was still
shining outside. In an effort to shrug off thi s
cloud of despair l oe started to read our little
volume, "The History of the TT" , opening
it at random to one of the v intage yea rs.

After a short silence- "H arry," he said. in
a stra ined sort of voice , "what's the dat e
today? "

"The nin eteenth ," I said . "Why? " In ans­
wer he handed me the book with a hand that
shook, marking a paragraph with h is thumb.

I read: -
"This year's Seni or Race , run on the 19th ,

was marred by the death of Tom Smith (Nor­
ton ) who crashed at Bilberry on his second
lap."We looked at each other in silence for a
lon g minute and then- "Strewth! " said Joe.
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N.Z. WOLSELEY IN ENGLAND

PAGE ELEVEN

By RP.

Len Southward's 1904 Wolseley after shiv­
ering for six months in London't worst winter,
needed a week of hard work to clean and
polish it for a run up to Birmingham and for
the Tulip Rally on 27th April. Allan Dray and
crew set out after lunch on the Friday and
took seven hours to cover the 115 miles . They
got on to the Ml motorway by mistake, found
Friday traffic a bit too hectic, and got off
smartly. After five miles, petrol-glass showed
empty and motor expired. However, tank was
still full-merely the air-hole in tank-cap
blocked with brasso. Some other halts were
due to misfiring, calling for a change of plugs,
oil in commutator, and adjustment of trembler­
points. These delays brought them to the out­
skirts of Birmingham just on dark. It was a
calm, mild night. so they bought a box of
matches, lit side and tail lamps, and aided by
street lights, found their way for the final ten
miles to the home of a friend with a 1904
single cyl. Wolseley where they were to stay
the night.

Allan says, "The car really does run well at
between 20 and 25 m.p.h. Steering and brakes
are very good, and it now does about 35 m.p .g.
Before, it used to do about 25 only, so I think
it has freed up considerably."

Next morning they were escorted through
the centre of Birrninsharn bv a 1905 Jackson

"Raceabout" whose driver said, "I thought I
would give you a good look at the heart of the
city. " He did . Saturday is their Big day and
there was a football cup final.

Concourse judging occupied the morning
at Canon Hill Park and lunch in the marquee
was a welcome break. In the afternoon there
was a non-competitive scenic run of some two
hours round the southern outskirts of the city
and a trip through the Cad bury Chocolate
Factory at Bournville Village where free sam­
ples were handed out.

Back at the marquee, they had a cuppa,
and the prizes were awarded. The Wolseley
received the 2nd prize and a Rosette for the
Concourse in the pre-1905 class , and everyone
was given a commemorative plaque.

The return trip direct to London via the
Ml took only five hours on the Sunday after­
noon . They had a little drizzle on this trip but
weather had been good otherwise. The car ran
well. "Even up some of the long pulls we
never had to get out of top gear. All in all it
was an excellent weekend's veteran motoring
and a good try-out for the International event
to be held in Brighton a fortnight later."

It is reported that there was a full entry
of just over 300 cars for this year's Interna­
tional Rally.

". "VETERANS OF THE ROAD"
BY

Elizabeth Nagle

The Club has available several AUTOGRAPHED Copies of this excellent
book.

Price £1 (plus postage)

To ensure you GET YOUR COpy contact the Secretary, r.o. Box 2546,

Christchurch .

DON'T DELAY
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There a re in every wa lk of life varyin g
degrees of success. Some peopl e ac h ieve a
" fa ir degree" of it. Others enjoy " no t much"
of it. Some fortunate few make a " remark­
a ble success" of things. But the superla tive
of them a ll is an "overwhelming success, " and
this is what was sa id of the fourth motor race
meeting staged by the Auckland Automobile
Associat ion at Muriwai Beach on Saturday,
March 22, 1924 . "Success," wrote a chro nic­
ler of the da y, "almost overw helmed the
associa tio n's annual meet ing a t Muriwai ."

In many way s his description can be
wondered a t, but the me eting was rem arkable.
There was , by the way side and on the beach,
a bit of humour and a dash of clevern ess; risks
were taken a nd given on the road s, wh ere the
comments of exasperated motorists were some­
times rem iniscent of the language of a Lon­
don bus-man in a traffic jam. And af ter many
insta nces of foo Jha rd iness on the pa rt of the
specta tors, the da y ended on a note of traged y,
a ltho ugh even this did nothing, ap par ently, to
mar the day's success.

By quite early on that Saturday morning,
a long line of traff ic headed north. It was
made up for the most part by a motl ey co l­
lect ion of cha raba ncs both real and impro­
vised, all makes and sizes of motor ca r, hood­
ed and open lorries with benzine cas es for
sea ts, racing ca rs with begoggled men in their
cockpi ts, a nd a few of what someo ne termed
later as a pa rcel of "ancient run ab outs th at
looked as though th ey could on ce have be­
longed to Nebuchadnezzar." From the poul­
try farm that stood then in Mount A lbert
(where civilisa tion seemed to end in those days
in respect of main highw ays) this strea m of
vehicles made up a fascinating tra in of trans­
port that wound its way from Auckland to the
glar ing sunshine of the beach .

It would be imp ossible now to imagine
wha t a co lJection of so unds they must ha ve
made. Surely such a wh irling of dust and a
clanking, shrieking and banging of metal, such
creaks, groans, grunts and foundry-like din­
n ing mu st have made ma in road d wellers glad
that Muriwa i was only held once a yea r.

On e du sky lorry dr iver, with a ca rgo of
eager youn g men, was re ported as having said
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MARCH 22, 1924

By W. Capper-Starr

that: "T his beats your Queen Street models
hoJ]ow! "

This mass movement toward the beach
began really on the previous evenin g, when
about 60 ca rs made the ir way out of the city
to escap e the du st of the next morning's
scramble. They were lucky. In those da ys
there was a theory that if motorists left town
early, they would avoid the du st that rose
whenever ca r took to road . This was noth­
ing but a legend , a fable, to be enjoyed and
given cr edence by the gullible and the hopeful.
On the Saturday morning there was a plague
of dust that filled the a ir continuously from
dawn, and turned the trees leprous with its
deposits.

The 900 car s that found the ir way to Muri­
wai were like a monstrous cobra seeking water
during a dr ou ght. And indeed , the day, as it
wore on, must have seemed like a dr ou ght
for the 5000 odd specta to rs who cra mmed the
beach to its fulle st. Un fortunately, th e bulk
of the spec ta tors cro wded near the finishing
end of the co urse, and cond itions there must
truly have been both hot a nd dry.

The ca r rac ing began as planned a t 1.30
with the half- mile handicap for pri vate owners,
and S. W. Ch a tfield 's Hudson led W. Ellering­
ton's Chandler home for first place. J. Ches­
h ire, in a Bui ck , came in for third place, with
only one seco nd sepa ra ting the first three ca rs.
Behind the m were T . Davis (Buick) and W.
Deeble (E ssex).

In the 4!-miJe T ouring Car H andicap, L.
Howden's Durant, which sta rted off 7 seconds,
led all the way, althou gh W. Ah Chee, in a
Buick , was steadily ove rha uling him . On the
second turn , however , the Chinam an stalled
his car thr ough being forced into too tight a
corn er by the encroachment of spect at ors on
to the track . The sto ppage lost h im va luable
time, and poss ibly the race , and he had to be
content with second place ahead of H . C.
Nichols' Cha ndler, third , and W. Deeble, again
in the Essex.

In the T axi Drivers' lO-miJe ha ndi cap
event, the publi c again spoiled the turns, and
B. Fielder . in a Ch andler, was, like A h Ch ee
before him , brought to a standstill. W. Brad­
ford romped home in his Dodge, and A. Archi-
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Typical of the lengths to which standard cars were prepared for l\1uriwai-Bert Shorter's
Cad iliac "before and after." Originally a wedding bire car, the body was stripped for

racing and eventually restored to serve many more years in its original guise.

(By courtesy A. Shorter and N. McMillan)
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bald put half of his Hupmobile's bonnet in
front of Fielder's Chandler to take second
place. Winner's time for this event was 13
minutes 24 2-5 seconds.

The fourth race on that day's programme,
the New Zealand Light Car Cup race, was
described later as the most interesting race
of the day . The Auckland Motor Company
had entered a Talbot, Dexter Motors produced
a surprisingly quick Austin, Scott and Co . sent
out a Fiat, Campbell Motors fielded a Rugby,
and S. Beadnell entered a Buick.

But out of all these. it was the little
Austin and the Fiat that dominated the event,
with the two keeping close company during
the first lap. The Austin drew away after that,
and all the Fiat saw of Dexter was the dust.
Lord Austin's product romped home half a
mile ahead of the Fiat, with the Buick of Bead­
nell coming home for third place 3~ miles
behind the others. The rest of the field dawd­
led in in their own time, which was nothing
like the winner's 46 minutes.

The Acceleration Test, over 200 yards.
was something of a walkover for veteran W.
S. Miller, and his Chandler, and that of Smith
took first and second places, with third going
to Scott's Fiat. Ah Chee and T. Davies
(in Buicks), F. Dalton (Essex) and K. Ramsay
(Hudson) were all well back.

Yet again, at the start of the main event,
the N.Z. Motor Cup Race, the crowd took
carte blanche with the track, and it required
a quarter of an hour to convince them that
the race couldn't possibly start until they were
out of the way . Before the race , the drivers
appealed personally to the spectators to stand
back and give them a fair chance at the turns,
and their plea brought results for only a little
while before the huge crowd crept back to
hedge in the cars again, leaving a gap of only
30 yards for the 90 m.p.h. cars to negotiate the
turns. Starters were Dominion Motors, 2
entries (Essex), De Beer (Austin), Selwyn Craig
(Stutz), Bill Miller (Chandler), Seabrook
Fowlds (Jewett), Seabrook Fowlds (Vauxhall),
De Luen (Ford), G. Haydon (Ford), J . W.
Andrews (Ford), and Howard Nattrass (Mer­
cer). At the start, a series of mishaps occurred,
with the Stutz and the Austin, two of the fast­
est cars on the beach, burning out their clutches
while waiting for the field to be cleared, and
the Vauxhall breaking an axle shortly after
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the flag fell. Smith's Essex, a D.M. entry,
retired with spark plug trouble. Andrew's
Ford hit a marker flag, and damaged an oil
lead, so an auxiliary was rigged using an old
hand pump.

The race itself, once it got started, was a
procession, led first by Andrew's Ford, and
then by the Nattrass Mercer. After the second
turn, however, the Mercer came away, and
led by such a margin that legend relates how
old Howard stopped his car, placed a huge
sombrero on his head, lit a cigar, and rode
in style over the line. (Like a lot of other
things connected with Muriwai, however, no­
body will either vouch for this or deny it.) Be­
hind the Austin, B. Chandler, in the D.M .
Essex, came third, with Bill Miller's Chand­
led in fourth place.

The turn of the ladies came next on the
bill , and the short event was won by Miss D.
Doyle in a Fiat, with Miss V. Love's Chand­
led second and the Chandler of Mrs H. C.
Nicholls third . Miss Doyle was several lengths
in front at the line, with the other pair finish­
ing close together.

Disaster finally struck in the 16-mile Open
Handicap. It had been brewing up all day ,
and it was certainly no surprise when it did
arrive; the only surprising thing about it was
that it hadn't happened earlier.

The race promised to be an interesting
one, with a line up that included Beadnell's
Buick, D.M.'s Essex, Bill Miller's Chandler,
De Luen's Ford, the Seabrook Fowlds Jewett,
C. Sherrat's Durant, the Campbell Motor's
Rugby, and the Talbot entered by the Auck­
land Motor Company.

Toward the end of the first lap, the Rugby,
Buick and Jewett were in close company, but
once again the public had invaded the turn and

WHAKATANE TO MiJRIWAI
An aeroplane was in attendance at the Muri­

wai motor racing carnival on Saturday afternoon,
and made several flights with passengers over the
track on the beach. It flew ut a comparatively
low altitude, was steady, and "took off" and
alighted with ease and steadiness.

The pilot was Captain Brake, who, in the
forenoon, had made a fairly brisk flight from the
east coast carrying two passengers, Messrs H.
West and F. Prideaux, from Whakatane to the
Muriwai motor sports. The journey was made
in a little over two hours.

-Extract from "N.Z. Herald,"
March 24, 1924.
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ignored the frantic wave from the Rugby's
dri ver to clear the track. The car sail ed ahea d
after failing to negotiate the turn , a nd the
Jewe tt , following closely, partially turn ed , only
to run down a man who had jumped to avo id
the Rugby. The spectators were righ t in the
centre of the course, and completely ruined the
race, wh ich was eventually won by S. Bead­
nell's Bu ick, with the Essex and Mill er 's
Chandler in second a nd third places.

As a supplementar y offer ing th is year,
the asso ciat ion staged a n Australasian F ive­
mile Beach Speed Record . The result was a sur ­
prise to a t least two of the dr ivers, the Andrew 's
Fo rd hold ing the record a t 3 minutes 29 seco nds
(86.1 m.p.h .) after two a ttempts had been
made by the Mercer a nd that very quick
Austin .

Wh en it was all ove r, those 900 cars
sta rted for home. There was, of course, some
organised effort put into their despat ch , but
tired motor ists refu sed to believe it, and the

Easter Enjo yment

If there 's a mor e enjoyable way of spend ­
ing the Easter holiday period than a ttending a
well-organi sed and lar gely-attended rally ­
you nam e it! In recent yea rs these Easter
eve nts ha ve go ne from strength to strength,
culminat ing in wha t most rall y fan s rega rded
as an all-time high at Blen he im last yea r. Now
along comes Oamaru with an equally fine effort
which ranks with any previous get-toge thers
of the V. and V. fraternity. Unbounded hos­
pit al ity, smoo th a nd efficient orga nisa tion,
large entries, a nd a gratifyi ng pub lic a tten d­
ance, made the Oamaru show the success its
organisers deserved. A goodly lineup of motor­
cycles awa ited the deliberations of the con­
cours judges on the Saturday morning, an d the
motor-cycle eve nts in the very full af ternoon's
program me were well received by the large
crowd. And from the North comes the same
"success story ," accord ing to rep orts which
have reached us from New Plymouth , where
the T aran aki Bran ch stage d its Easter R ally
at Pukekura Park to a very large and a pprec ia­
tive crowd (sorr y, by the way, that we haven 't
a picture of the motor-cycle conc ours winner,
the Douglas entered by Masterton's J . R . King,
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resu ltant clamour of hungry passengers, min gl­
ed with cries and sho uts of "K eep moving up
there!" soo n filled the country a ir. Th ere
were hold-ups a nd breakdowns a plenty in the
bush, and once clea r of the obstructions, the
official injunction to the dri vers was "Get into
seco nd gear and go like hell !" Those that
couldn't go like that were waved to the side,
where sa nd a nd ruts awaited them. The cars
that negoti ated the tight incl ines with motors
(a nd radiators) screaming were cheered on by
the waiting passengers of light cars who had
walked on ah ead to wait on clea rer ro ads .
Most of them waited a lon g time. Punctures
a nd a shortage of petrol were common com­
plain ts, but in the end the clean conc rete road s
of the city were in view, and 5000 people
heaved sighs of relief.

The meeting had undoubtedly been a suc­
cess for the association, but there remains a
certa in a mo unt of doubt as to how grea t a
success it was for the tired specta tors.

By Geoff
Hockley

which we are told was a n exquisi te rest orat ion
job). Well- onward to even bigger and bet­
ter boosts for the V. and V. movement.

Odds and Ends from Oamaru
It was with grea t pleasure that we were able

to renew acquaintan ce with Len Southwa rd, of
the Nati onal Executi ve, for the first time since
1928 or thereab out s, when he was navigat ing a
thr ee-fifty o.h .v. A.] .S. around New Br ighton
racecourse at one of the man y race meetings
held on that course about that period. It was
goo d to see that Len still reta ins more than
a passi ng interest in the bikes, and furthe r
more, he's always read y to extend a help ing
hand to the V. & V. motor-cycle fratern ity
. . . Sole sidec ar exponent was Neil Sutton, to
whose 1914 Triumph was hitched a per iod
wicke r "c hai r," com plete with bett er half. Ne il's
techn ique in the see-saw event was certai nly
effective- he just held the "Trus ty" on the
str aight and narrow path an d let the sideca r
wheel wander where it willed . .. After co rres ­
ponding for some time with Phil Griffiths of
R iwak a , up Motueka way, we were del ight ed
to meet him in person for a n all-too -brief ya rn .
Phil has just completed the restoration of a
1923 Harley and sidecar. a nd although he was
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(B y co u r tes y R. P orte r )

Teamwork gained 3rd place in Co ncours fo r 1924 Lago nda of B. E. Robert (Auckland) at Tara naki,

( By cour t es y 1. Ga It )

Mrs McLac hlan and Cadillac putting up a goo d show at South Island Easter Rally at Oamaru.
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( By co u r tesy R . Porter )

The strikingly handsome 1928 Stutz Phaeton of B. B. Cat chpole at Easter R ally , T aranaki,

(B y co urtes y 1. Gait)

Th e first appearance of the Diack 1914 Stafford or Sperber at Oarn aru.
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unable to have the outfit at Oamaru, the colour
photos which he was kind enou gh to send us
recentl y would indicate that he's made a lovely
job of it . . . Jim Bissland, of Dunedin, was
another "pen pal " we met at Oamaru-he re­
ported that the restorat ion job on his 1918
Harley is making steady progress ... Those two
he-men, Ray Shearman (1918 Ind ian) and
Ga vin Pat erson (1913 Triumph) mad e the 150­
mile run on their machines. By the way, we be­
lieve that Ray is the possessor of a fine voice ,
of a cate gory difficult to define, but most
impress ive when measured in decibel s - ask
Ja ck Wilkins ... Via the grapevine we "hear
tell" of the discovery of a remarkable cache of
veteran motor-cycles down south - sorry, no
details of the locality, except that it' s where
the black diam ond s come from - we would n't
like the finders to ha ve their cla im jumped.
Know anything about this, J.B.? .. . Seismic
recording instruments in Oam aru registered a
sha rp shock on the Saturday evening, caused
by the ab rupt descent of your scribe's jaw
when it was ann ounced that his o.h.v. single
Harley had been awarded first place in the
motor-cycle conc ours judging. Fri end wife was
heard to remark tha t " they prob abl y d id it to
give the old boy a bit of encourag ement." We
haven't figured out yet whether she was serious
or not . .. Jack Sutherland has a skeleton in
his basement - not the bon y sort, but the
frame and forks of an unidentified model of
earl y date, the identity of which we must con ­
fess has us baffled-it might be one of half­
a-d ozen early makes. And while on the job,
we'd like to express our deep appreciation of
the hospit ality extended to us by Jack and
Mr s Sutherland .. . We achieved a long ambi­
tion when we visi ted N.O. Branch Secretary,
John O'Br ien, at his fam ous wrecking ya rd on
the day before the rally and obtained permis­
sion to wa nder a round the acres of wrecks on
his celeb rated car "Boo t Hill"-some drivers
we met on the road dur ing the holiday period
might have received some food for thought if
they'd tak en a walk thr ough the ranks of twist­
ed sheel metal ... Jack Wilkins was lucky in
locat ing a veteran Matchless twin while on the
journey down from Ch ristchurch, Sounds as
though Ja ck could have quite an interesting
discovery there . .. We made a brief detour
ourselves on the homeward journey and emerg­
ed in triumph from a junkyard clasping a 500
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c.c. single cylind er S.V. Harley engine in really
good sha pe, which we pur chased for the prince­
ly sum of ten bob . . . Yes, all in all, Oamaru's
Easter effort was one for the book- congratu­
lati ons to "Mr Pennzoil" and everyb ody con­
cerned ! The only black mark to be awarded
we bestow on the bloke who pr inted the pro­
gra mme, in which the sprigh tly and live-wire
publica tion you are now reading was referred
to as "BEAR DED Wheels." Sir, tak e notice
that ther e a ren't any whiskers on this maga­
zine!

We were quite touched to received so
man y inquiries as to the well-being of our old
fam ily reta iner, Fo theringay , to whom we hap­
pened to casually refer in the previous issue
of "B.W." We are somewha t distressed to
have to report that our relati ons with him at
the mom ent are sligh tly strained. On the eve
of our departure for the Oamaru rally we hap­
pened to be giving the Peashooter H arle y a
final bout of spit- and-polish, and as we stood
back to admire the effect we happened to
not ice the old boy eyeing us thr ough the win­
dow of the butler's pantry, where he was busy
cleaning the fam ily silver. Someth ing in h is
expression annoyed us. " Why the raised eye­
brows, Fotheringay?" we queried. "Why the
poorly-concealed expressio n of d isapproval ?"
" Beg pard on, sir, I'm sure," he repl ied. "I
was merely observing your - er-machine."
"Well, so what? " we asked. "Well, sir," he re­
plied, " without wishi ng to presume upon my
long association with the family, may I be for­
given for saying that I consider it somewha t­
er-gar ish?" Cho king back the scathing re­
tort which trembled on our lips, we remember­
ed that aft er all, he would have been in the
family's service for 75 yea rs come next I rish­
man's Creek run and would probably have to
be pensioned off in anoth er IS years or so.
" Oh" is that so, Fotheringay?" we retorted in
ou r best sarcastic man ner. " Well, sir," he
quavered, "I must con fess that I thin k your
late gra ndfather would have been indescrib­
ably distressed at such a sight-you will recall,
sir, that in 1894 he won the Concours awa rd
for the best-turned-out dray a t the Snake Gull y
Du stmen's Rally --" "C ome, come, Fother­
ingay," we broke in, stern ly. "We must move
with the times a little you know. Ju st what
particular feature of the machine seems to be
distressing you?" "I t's- it's- oh, pardo n me,
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sir - it' s the CHR OM­
IUM! " he finally managed
to ejaculate, before he broke
down completely and tot­
tered off, sobbing into his
handkerchief. Well, of
course, the trouble with
these old family retainers
is that they trade on your
good nature. Don't let it
happen to you!

Anybody Want Transfers?
We hav e to hand a

very nice letter from Dale
Co nlon, of 61 Ca mbridge
Terrace, Lower Hutt. Spare
our blush es, Dale! Well ,
amo ng other things, Dale
mentions that he is able to
supply transfer s for the fol-
lowing makes: A .I .S.,
ARIEL, COV ENT R Y -
EAGLE, DOUGLAS,
HARLEY - DAVIDSON ,
INDIAN, INDIAN SCO UT, lAMES, NEW
IMPERIAL, NORTON , O.K. -SUPREME,
RUDGE, and VELOCETT E, and- if there is
sufficient dem and for them-the small "Clans­
man" transfers fo r Dougs. This will prob­
ably be good news for man y V. & V. motor­
cycle restorers, so should yo u require any of
the abov e items, get in touch with him and
see what he can do for you . Now, some one
may also be able to do Dale a good turn­
he's lookin g for a 3-speed hu b, ei ther Sturmey­
Archer or Armstrong - comp lete with gea r
lever, link ages, etc., so if anyone ca n put
him on the track of one he'd very mu ch ap­
preciate hearing of it. T hose who were pre­
sent a t the last Chris tchurc h motor-cycle rally
wi ll remember Dale and his beautifully-restor­
ed 1925 D ouglas.

Smash-and-Grab!

The time - somewhere about 1918 (we
co uld look up the exact da te, but it's im­
material ). The place - Papanui R oad , main
northern outlet from Christchur ch City. Dawn
had just broken, and only a few milkmen are
a broad as yet. Snug in bed , in his flat above
his grocery store, Mr Smith (we ca n' t recall his
real name, but tha t's also imma teria l) blink s
a sleepy eye a t the clock and realises thank-
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(By co u r t es y " Fo t he ri n a a v" )

fully that he ca n sna tch another two or thre e
hour s shut-eye before rising to br ing the missus
her ea rly cuppa. Suddenly he becomes aware
of a sound far away in the distance-a faint
dr one which increases in volume with each
seco nd until in less time than it tak es to tell
it becom es identifiable as the roar of a high­
powered motor-cycle on full throttle. Mr
Smith mutters something uncomplimentary,
and is just pullin g the blan kets over his head
agai n as the noise reaches a crescendo, when a
screech of tyres is followed by a crash which
shakes the bu ild ing and a jangle of bre aking
glass . Out of bed and downstairs three at a
time goes our Mr Smith, to find on arriving on
the ground floor that his sho p is lackin g a
fro nt wind ow, a nd firml y wedged amo ng bent
biscu it tins, ruptured suga r bags and other
debri s reposes - one sidecar wheel!

Road Records

The above little misha p was one of man y
incidents-fortuna tely with ou t serious effects to
life and limb - in a series of a ttempts to estab ­
lish new record times over the Christchurch
to H anmer Spr ings an d retu rn ru n. The prin ­
cipa ls in the episode we have descr ibed were
the lat e George Lambert (dri ver) and Stan
Mallard (sidecar passenger). Both escaped un-
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sca thed when the light E nglish chassis attach­
ed to Lambert's Ind ian lost its sidec ar wheel
at over 60 m.p.h . due to the axle bre aking, the
wheel jumping the footpath and hurtling
th rough the grocery stor e window. Th is un­
fortuna te happening involved the backers of
the attempt in no small expense for replace­
ment of plate glass and damaged stock-but
it wasn 't long before the dust-clouds were
aga in rising from under the wheel s of aspiring
record-breakers along the 90-odd shingle­
strewn miles between Christchurch and the
hamlet of Hanmer Springs - nowadays a plea­
sant Sunday afternoon run over a sea led and
dust-free highway. H owever, let us digress
briefly to describe a few aspects of the road ­
record attempts which were in vogue for a year
or two after the end of the 1914-18 war. It
must be remembered that these took place
when road traffic was compa ra tively scanty
compared with to-day's enormous volume.
Speed-cops weren't even thought of, and the
regular police in many cases turned a blind
eye on road record att em pts. Pruning minutes
and seconds off the previous best time between
two centres was very desirable publicity for
man and mach ine. Remember how many times
the Auckland-Wellington ca r record changed
hands in the early '20' s? Incident ally , does
anyo ne know if a motor-cycle record was ever
esta blished over this co urse? We ha ve no in­
formation on this, but doubtless some hardy
soul essa yed it at some time or an other. How­
ever, in Canterbury we should say that the
most sniped-at record was the one mentioned
above. We have no record as to who first
claimed to have established fastest time over
this route, but the term inati on of World War I
was the signal for hostilities to commence once
more on the Christchurch-Hanmer front. Al­
though we never had the opportunity to figure
personally in a bid for fam e over this course,
we knew most of the glory-hunters and follow­
ed their fortunes with the enthusiasm which
might be expected of an 18-year-old just break­
ing into motor-cycle competit ion - even to
rising in the wee sma' hours and arriving at
crac k 0' dawn outside the Christchurch Post
Office, from which all the attempts were start­
ed by dub timekeepers. The dri vers were
checked in at the other end by officia ls raked
in for the occasion from the Hanmer p.a. staff.
Incidenta lly. we ha ve no record of a solo at-

JUNE, 1963

tempt-probably becaus e of the state of the
roads, a powerful sidecar outfit had more
cha nce of maintain ing a high average than a
solo machin e. Ace , H enderson, Indian and
Harl ey-Davidson mach ines predo mina ted. Alan
Woodm an, the one-legged phenom enon who
was one of the sport's greatest all-rounders, put
up a part icularly fast time on the outward
tr ip with his Henderson outfit, but unlucki ly
met trouble on the return journey. The record
cha nged hands several times , until the Lam­
bert-Mallard team, undismayed by their lucky
esca pe which we have described ab ove , chop­
ped a sizeable chunk off the pre vious best by
returning a time of 4 hours 371 minutes for
the out -and-home journey-and, reader, before
casting a supercilious eye at this performance,
bear in mind that the ]80-odd miles consisted
of shin gle and dust (with the exception of the
few miles lead ing out of the city) and a few
water-races for good measure. The final assa ult
on the record (by this time the police had
started to cast rather jaundiced eyes on such
proceed ings, and the correspondence co lumns
of the newspapers conta ined decidedly cr itica l
lett ers on the subject , of the kind signed " Pro
Bono Publico" and "D isgusted Ratepayer" )
was made by Lambert's archri vals of the Har­
ley clan, Harold and W. H. (Billy) Jones. Now ,
it has a lways been our con tention tha t the side­
ca r passenger in such stunts as these deser ved
a gold med al. The passenger in any outfit
dri ven by " Wild Harold" Jones, however, in
our opinion qualified for a sac kful of such
awards-and diamond-studded ones to boot.
(A polog ies, Harold, if by any chance you
should read this!). Anyway, girded for the
fray, with Harold at the helm and brother
Billy as sidecar ballast, took off with inten­
tions of knock ing the opposition's record for
the pro verbi al row of ashca ns. A flabber­
gasted spectator, fishing from the Kaia poi
Brid ge in the early hours of the morning, swore
that the outfit soared thr ough the air for fifty
feet after taking off from the hump in the mid­
dle of the brid ge, and this seems to ha ve been
typical of the brothers' prog ress unt il fate step­
ped in on the return journey. With only twelve
miles to go, and nearly a half-hour ahead of
schedule, the y failed to negoti ate a bend and
landed upside-down in a d itch, from which
some time later, two dazed and shaken indi­
vidua ls crawled painfully out and disconsolate-
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ly surveyed their battered and twisted steed.
"More haste, less speed," commented a yokel
who witnessed their emergence, and they were
too disgusted to frame a suitable reply. This
disastrous episode wrote finis to the Christ­
church-Hanmer record attempts, which for­
tunately had been attended by no serious con­
sequences, but, had they continued, would pro­
ably have ended in someone pushing his luck
too far. However, the police issued a stern
ultimatum to future would-be record-breakers,
and another chapter was closed in Canterbury's
motor-cycling history. V. & V. Personalities

Someone asked us recently in a letter why
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we appeared to have discontinued what they
referred to as "this interesting feature" (again,
spare our blushes!). Well, we are happy to an­
nounce that Rob Shand has brought to a satis­
factory conclusion most of the libel suits with
which we have been threatened in connection
with these candid little cameos, and with no
lack of subjects for discussion (or dissection)
we shall probably in the near future be able to
again present for the edification of our readers
further startling disclosures of the doings and
misdoings of members of that eccentric but
amiable fraternity, the collectors of antique
motor-cycles.

TARANAKI EASTER RALLY
Everything seemed to be "just right" at

Taranaki's Easter Rally . Perfect weather.
lovely surroundings, smooth but unobtrusive
organisation, excellent catering. an interesting
time-trial, and good quality entries were the
ingredients to guarantee success. An apprecia­
tive public turned out in force for the Saturday
performance and were pleasantly absent next
day for our private picnic. In fact, the whole
show was most enjoyable.

On the road on Friday we spotted the
Palmerston North 30/98 Vauxhall halted by a
traffic officer. We wondered if Brian was being
handed a ticket, but not to worry, it was just
an old friend who had stopped him for a chat.

We checked in at the Central School
"Headquarters", located our motel, only a few
minutes' drive away, and returned later for
the usual briefing and roll-call. We were lucky,
some were booked in at motor camps and
motels up to ten miles out.

Saturday morning we all assembled at HQ
and then drove the few blocks to beautiful
Pukekura Park where the 50 machines lined
the perimeter. At the park gates we were
greeted with the falsetto whistle of a spic-and­
span steam roller in answer to the toot of our
bulb horn.

During the Concours judging we took
turns parading round the arena to provide some
impromptu entertainment for the public who
were beginning to line the fences. After an
excellent buffet lunch taken in relays-healthy
appetites left a few late-corners a bit hungry-­
it was time for the official opening.

The Mayor and Mayoress, squeezed into
Rex Porter's little 1900 De Dion, made a cir­
cuit followed by Miss Taranaki riding in state
in Earl Gill's 1923 23 /60 Vauxhall. The high,
terraced, natural grandstands were now filled to
capacity, and the Mayor remarked that he had
never before seen such a big crowd at Puke­
kura for any event. (He couldn't have had any
previous idea of the drawing power of a Vin­
tage Car Rally.) Anyway, he made a fine speech
and ended by saying that he hoped we would
soon stage another and even bigger Rally in
New Plymouth.

It seems that the Branch had met with
quite a bit of official indifference and had an
uphill struggle in organising the Rally. They
are to be congratulated on achieving such a
success and courageously taking the financial
gamble of running it all on credit and stead­
fastly refusing any sponsorship. It was esti­
mated that the morning attendance had paid
expenses and that the afternoon was clear
profit.

The events were simple. Cars had to drive
under a movable bar without actually touching
it. reverse on to a spot, and park six inches
from a kerb. Motor cycles did a potato-race,
and then over a see-saw, in slow time. J. Dick­
son showed that he was thoroughly at home on
his Harley-Davidson, as well he should, seeing
that he has owned it from new in 1928 and
rides it daily in Whakatane. This must estab­
lish a record of some kind .

The public show ended with presentation
of Concours awards, each winner doing a cir-
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( By cour t es y R . Porter )

Early arrival at New Plymouth. The Bryan Brough,

cuit of honour. Results were:
Veteran : 1916 Perry, W. Watkinson , 1; 1914

Morris Oxford, L. Jones, 2; 1900 De Dion, R.
Porter , 3.

Motor cycles : 1915 Douglas, J. King, 1;
1928 Harl ey, J . Dickson , 2; 1913 B.S.A., M.
Fraser, 3.

Vintage: 1925 Ford T Coupe, R. Goffin, 1;
1925 Bentley. N. Adams, 2; 1924 Lagonda, B.
Robert , 3.

The Perry also gained the "Best Car at the
Rally" trophy, and it would certa inly be diffi­
cult to fault this perf ect restoration . The La­
gonda's placing was the reward for team-work.
Just prior to the judging, no less than eight
beds were to be seen round , over. and und er
it, cleaning and polishing. The Bentley just
naturally looks well and it was presented in
excellent condition. The "T" coupe in shining
black looked the part to perfection . Others
which appealed , and must have caused the
judges some deliberations, were a strikingly
handsome pastel green and cream 1928 Stutz
"Speedster" Phaeton (unfortunately not yet
quite completed), 1927 Brough Superior motor
cycle , a lovely little AC. and a fine 1926 Ford
T ton truck which had been driven tbe 250
miles from Hastings at its tedious 20 m.p.h .
But then, all entries were good and well up
to concours standard.

Saturday night we had an excellent dinner,
served buffet style in the School Hall with a
pleasant social and dance to follow.

Sunday morning we all
met again at the school and
were sent off at intervals on
the Time Trial which took
us on good roads through
some lovely country The
trial ended at a paddock
behind a country hall wher e
the caterers again pro vided
an excellent lunch. (Oh
those sweet little Taranaki
new potatoes.) After some
swapping of drives and
rid es, and a bit of dicin g in
the more speedy machines,
we headed back towards
New Plymouth, calling in at
the Aerodrome on the way
for a cup of tea as guests
of the Aero Club who them­
selves were hold ing a Rally

of Veteran Pilots.
That evening we had a couple of excel­

lent films, gymkhana and trials trophies were
presented, and hand some little wooden memor­
ial plaques were distributed . Veteran Time
Trial was won by the 1900 De Dion (15 points
lost) , the Lagonda gained the Vintage prize
(7-D. and B. Lay's 1916 Indian won the motor
cycle class (60). Results:

Concours-Mr J . R. King. Masterton, 1912
Dou glas motor cycle , 1; Mr J . Dickson, Whak­
atane, 1928 Harley Davidson motor cycle , 2;
Mr B. Bryan , New Plymouth, 1927 Brough
Superior, 3. Mr W. G. Watkinson, Wan ganui,
1916 Perry, 1; Mr L. L. Jones , Well ington
1914 Morris, 2; Mr R . Porter, Carterton, 1900
De Dion, 3. Mr R . Goffin. Auckland 1925
Ford T Coupe, 1; Mr N. C. Adarns, Auckland,
1925 Bentley, 2; Mr B. E. Roberts, Auckland ,
1924 La gonda, 3.

Overall Winner-Best car at the Rally:
Mr W. G. Watkinson , 1916 Perry.

Best P.VT.-Mr W. Dickens, Auckland,
1932 Sunbeam Saloon .

Timed run-Motor cycle: Mr B. Lay, Has­
tings. 1916 Indian . Veteran: Mr R. Porter,
Carterton, 1900 De Dion. Vintage: Mr B E .
Roberts, Auckland. 1924 Lagonda.

Hard luck went to Mr R. Duley of Norse­
wood who broke an axle in his 1923 Buick
Tourer and who went back home and drove
his 1907 Minerva motor cycle to New Ply ­
mouth.
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THE PENNZOIL (1963) OAMARU RALLY

Otago 7
South Canterbury l3
Blenh eim 4
Wellington 1

by the Southward Dri ving School conducted
by the Maestro Len himself. The pupil-no
less a per sonage than Mrs Len. The display
centred ar ound instruction in the eccentricities
of the "T'. At one sta ge Len was overheard
to say, "Remember, Dear, press an y two pedals
and you must stop." A few minutes later the
"T" was observed to be reversing a t high
speed apparently intent on the demolition of
the main gra nds tand while an agitated instruc­
tor shouted ad vice which was heeded quickly.
The obv ious point is that it depends on how
hard the pedals are depressed and which com­
bination of pedals is used .

However, after all th is the pup il skillfully
dr ove the "T" in the tests on the follow ing day.

Friday afternoon was a hectic scene with
vehicles arriving from all points. T wo early
arrivals were the Kilbeys and Findlays from
Hawkes Bay .

Friday evening. After a good meal a
general "get together" and br iefing occupi ed
the evening during which Len Southward show­
ed slides of the 1962 London to Br igh ton.

Saturday. A typ ical sunny North O tago
day and all vehicles were judged for Concou rs
during the morning. The public were admitted
to the racecour se from 11 a.m. and from then
on till the sta rt of the Grand Parade a steady
stream of cars bring ing hordes of small chil­
dren and adults invaded the scene.

Harry Wear, of Canterbury Branch, had
accepted the responsibility of Chief Marshal
and his two hour instruction of some twenty
assistant marshals pa id a dividend in the form
of one of the most efficiently organised series
of tests witnessed by the writer. H arry is
widely experienced in such matters and among
oth er thin gs has been Chief P it Marshal for
the International Lady Wigram Trophy Race
since its inception .

North Otago Branch a nd competitors are
indebted to him for a job well done.

Saturday, 1.45 p.m. All gra ndstands fill­
ed to overflowing- a ll vantage points taken
by the p ublic and on time away went the
grand parade after brief introd uction to the
event by Rob Shand (Na tional President) and
official opening by H is Worsh ip the Mayo r
of Oamaru, W. Laney, Esquire.

3
Post Vintage

Thoroughbreds

The North Otago Branch can be justly
proud of the success of their major Easter
event. This young, small branch is to be con­
gratulated on a splendid effort.

Competitors were high in their praise and
obviously enjoyed all aspects of the Rally. The
specta tor s (estimated at 7,000) clapped and
roared their app roval of the events , the appeal
of wh ich could be described aptly by quoting
the words of a southern newsp aper scribe,
"A spectacle which will be long remembered by
all those privileged to be present - the func­
tion presented a new concept ion of entertain­
ment. It was difficult to imagine that vintage
vehicles could be used to produce a non-stop
programme with a variety of such interest ing
and at times hilari ous events without losin g
the dignit y which goes hand in hand with these
thoroughbreds of the past."

The venue, the Oamaru Racecourse, pro­
vided the ideal (in every respect) for a lar ge
sca le rally. All amenities were on the spot­
catering, showers and sleeping accommoda tion
(including twenty-five caravans).

Th e race track proper provided the per­
fect area for tests and even the most ardent
racegoer thrilled to the roar of the Bentley in
the Le Mans dash as he would to the pound ­
ing ho oves in the six furl ong .

The entry :-
Motor-cycles 17
Veteran Cars 23
Vintage Cars 50

Represen tation:-
Southland 12
North Otago 15
Canterbury 37
Nelson 2
Hawkes Bay 2

The story of the event:-

Thursday, 12th April, saw the arrival of
Len and Mrs Sou thward complete with the 15
Ford T. It was a delight to welcome them to
North Otago.

Friday 13th . From early morn ing a scene
of organised activity at the racecourse where
marshalling a reas were being laid ou t and
final details checke d.

A highli ght of the morning was a d isplay
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Then followed two and a half hours of
non- stop enterta inment for the competitors and
public. T here was never a dull moment while
vehicles performed through The Pot ato Spear­
ing-The Drum Rolling by motor-cyclists-Le
Mans Da sh - Wi ggle Woggle a nd Obstacle
events .

This was really a sho w of shows with
com pet itors and public entering into the spirit
of the occasion. The obstac le event provided
fun and gam es for the compe tito rs and hilarity
for the public. This event was the brain child
of Harry Wear and is run as follows:

Cars are parked near end of course. Com­
petitors sta nd on sta rting line. (D rive rs onl y.)
On the fall of flag co mpetitors race to p ile of
overalls, selec t a pa ir, and don them. T hey
then race to tarpaulin diving undern eath a nd
emerge on the far end of the tar pa ulin ­
cont inue to run to straw bal es and crawl
through tunnel, racing to ca rs - starting same
and race to line.

It was certa inly popular but the gem of
the event came when the final run of competi­
tor s lined up for the star t. A t the dr op of the
starter's flag instead of rushing thr ough the
obstacles lik e a mob of steers or All Black
forward s attacki ng the Spr ingbo ks, a slow
motion vers ion was ado pted . Led by Willis
Brown and Bob Scot t eight "gentlemen"
separa tely bowed to one an oth er , politely walk ­
ed slowly to the overa lls, a nd assisted one a n­
other in the donning of the overall s. They
crawl ed at snail s pace und er the tarpaulin but
fai led , howe ver , to restrain their energy a nd
on entering the " straw tunnel" a free for all
ensued with bodi es and straw bales and mar­
sha ls all in the m ix U D. The clowns of Bar­
num could not have prov ided more merriment
and we a ppl aud the "gentleme n" responsible
whom we suspect hail ed from Southland.

The public funct ion over a nd on to well
deserved refreshments.

Dinner, Presentation of Trophies and Social
evening

A fine meal was provided by the ca terers
a fter which there followed entertai nme nt of a
high orde r, dan cing, a nd troph y presenta tion­
a wond erful evening.

T he trophy winners :­

Concours:
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(By courtes y 1. GaI t)

Ray Shearmau and Powerplus Indian at Oamaru
coming off the seesa w th e wrong way.

Motor-cycle-G. Hockl ey, 1920 Harley­
Davidson .

Ve tera n Car-J . W. Newell (Canterbury),
J911 Wolseley Sidde ley.

Vi ntage Car- A. J . Beattie (Nelson), 1927
Vau xhall.

The Terak o Trophy for best veteran ca r
mak ing its first appea ra nce in the South Island
-N. F indlay (Nap ier), 1913 Mor ris O xford .
The Pennzoi! Shield

Donated by Pennzoil for annual com pet i­
tion between Bran ch T ea ms comprising a
motor-cycle, veteran car and vintage ca r. The
event to be jud ged on Co ncours and one test
for all, aggregate points to be tak en.

Wi nning team : H awkes Bay .
R . Kilbey (1930 Chrys ler)
N. Findlay (1913 Morr is Oxford )
G. H ockley (1920 Harley Davidson )

(substitute)

Sunday, 14th, Picnic Day

Unfor tunately the weather wa s un kind
and although most vehicles left Oil the fifteen
mile run to the picnic area heavy rain set in
and a hasty return was mad e to the race­
course.

H owe ver , more slides were shown by Len
Southward , as were films both in the after­
noon and evening, a nd were apprec iated by all.

Monday, 15th

The Rally over and by midd ay a full
exodus of a ll visit ing vehicles- the finish of yet
an oth er major event.

To the North Ot ago Branch, R ex Murray,



JUNE, 1963

Chai rma n, Joh n O'B rien, his hard work ing
wife, and all those associated with the 1963
Pe nnzoil Rally a big thank you and congra tu­
lat ions for a job well done,

The Commentators

And last but perh ap s most important of
a ll, our commentators, Andrew Anderson and
Rob Shand . What a magnificent descr ipt ion
of the cars, and tests, by thi s ever capa ble pair.
It was a joy to listen to their eloquence for
they provide just "something" for an event
which makes it a show of shows. Thank you
Andy and thank you R ob.

After Thought

One humorous and one unus ual happen­
ing occurred d uring the public display.

Humorous

The comme nta tors' box was mounted on
a light tra iler rat her precariously. At the peak
of the afternoo n's excitement just as the
starter's flag was ra ised for the final run in the
Le M ans Dash the trailer and box suddenly
tilted at an a larming angle and with it went
A.A.

At th is moment Andy was a t the cres­
cendo of his "spuffling." Undaunted, with
body lying at an angle of 45 degrees from the
per pend icular the National Secretary held
grimly to the " mike" and as eight mot ors roar-
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ed into ac tion sho uted "She's Away Boys."
Th e roosters moral applies:-

"If you are knock ed off your perch keep
on crowin g."

The Nati onal Pr esident standing in line
with the box as it crashed towa rds him, moved
quickly, but not soon enou gh to avo id hav ing
the Presidential pipe knocked from the Pre­
side ntia l mouth. The impedim ent removed
then came the expostul ati on , " Wha t the- - !!!

The pipe was returned to mouth , gripped
firmly between teeth and Presidenti al dignity
restored. The moral of the two p's app lies.

"Bet ter the Pip e on the ground than the
President. "

Unusual

The yo ungest crew memb er would be the
thre e weeks' old babe of a northern competi­
tor which infant reposed in ca rry-cot in the
boot of a certa in vehicl e during the tests with­
out utt ering even a whimper or prot est.

The start of the Le Man s Dash, a consul­
tat ion between the proud parents and infant
remo ved from boot. Then and then only came
cr ies of protest.

There is no "WAITING LIST" if you
have Overseas Funds. Let New Ze a­
land's oldest Fo rd Dealers help you to
get your new

ANGLIA CONSUL 315
CONSUL CORTINA

ZEPHYR 4 ZEPHYR 6
ZODIAC

or one of those attrac tive spec ial models
like the stylish Consul Ca pri, or the

Zephyr Convertible.

FALCON SEDAN
FALCON STATION WAGON

PHONE 8099 P.O. BOX 48
CARTERTON

Licensed Mot or Vehicle Dealer s

CORDON HUGHAN
LTD.

P.O. BO X 48, CARTERTON
PHONE 8099

(Afte r hours, R. Porter, 8452)
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WELLINGTON BRANCH
NOTES R . A. Ivin

After a very eventful run from Wellington
to Featherstoo, we ar rived to meet the Waira ­
rapa sub-committee of Wellington Branch,
who had arranged a scenic run of approx. 30
miles to "Carters Bush", whe re everybody had
a picnic lunch and an informative qu iz on
their ca rs .

T here were fiftee n Vintage cars, one Vet­
eran ca r, four motor- cycles an d seve ra l motor­
cars a t th is sce ne. whic h mad e a very goo d
line-up.

T ha nks to W airar ap a sub . for a n enjoy­
able da y.

SOUTHLAND NOTES
T he Sout hland Branch recently held its

annua l weekend rally, this year to Tuatapere .
Seventeen cars competed , including four Vint­
age cars pa rticipating in their first ou ting. Free
petrol was kindly provided by the Shell Oil Co .
and was gleefu lly accepted by all present. As
fa r as is know n, 16 gallons was the bes t hau l,
with competitors averaging about 8 gallons per
car. The leisurely run out consumed most of
Sa turday. A t n ight the various en tertainments
of Tuatapere were sampled and on Sunday we
put on a little disp lay fo r the locals down at
the footba ll ground . All in all. a first -class
weekend .

R esults : l st, John Da le, 1931 Humber
Snipe; 2nd equa l, Mrs May Eunson, 1926 Aus­
tin 7, and Alex Casey and Jo hn Kenyon, 1925
Ford T .

It is pleasing to see new ca rs on the roa d .
May E unson's Au st in 7 looked very natty in a
pleasant colour scheme of mediu m green and
black with cream wheels, new up holstery an d
new hood , and motored very perkily indeed .

Trevor Cook finally arrived in his Fia t 501
after wo rking furiously all nig ht. The ca r pe r­
formed very well and had a particularly
sporting ba rk out the back. It has an excellen t
steering lock, being able to turn in a remar k­
ably small circle. Unfortunately, due to a lack
of engine oil, some serious trouble was exper­
ienced with the bearings on the way home. This
was a very disappointing end to a fine showing.

Go re man, Gordon Boult, recently sold
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his Ford Bea uty tourer to Len Small, also of
Go re, and bought a 1926 Fo rd Tudor Sedan
which by virtue of much frant ic work an d
some cannibalisation from his other Ford com­
peted in the ru n.

At the South Island Rally at Oarnaru,
twel ve Southland vehicles competed , four of
which came from Go re . Fi rst time out was the
1911 Overland of Dick Collis which has been
beautifu lly res tored in a matter of weeks It is
very original a nd the few more finis hing
touches Dick has plan ned will put it in the
top bracket.

Wa lly Mc Qua rrie has acq uired most of a
1913 Studeba ke r. All tha t is missing a re the
steering box, front hu bca ps, whee ls, most of
the body and the back hal f of the chassis. T he
sp ringing a t the rear is fu ll e llipt ic and the
chassis is d ifferent from the Studebaker of the
sa me yea r that has ;} el liptics. Wally also has
a somewhat co rroded example of this type of
chassis with what is left of the rest of the ca r
st ill to collect. Ca n anyone he lp with the miss­
ing bits?

Dick Co llis has a lso recently enlarged his
stable with the additio n of a Doctor's Co upe
Model T.

WANTED TO BUY
Back numbers of " Beaded Wheels" in good
condition. 2/- per copy. Please contac t
the Secre ta ry , p.a . Box 2546, Ch ristchurc h.

FOR SALE
The following back numbers a re now ava ilab le
at 3/· per copy.

D ecember 1957 1 copy
March 1958 1 copy
D ecember 1958 9 co pies
March 1959 1 co py
June 1959 1 co py
Septem ber 1959 30 copie s
December 1959 23 co pies
March 1960 12 co pies
J une 1960 16 co pies
September 1960 2 co pies
De cemb er 1960 2 co pies
June 1961 14 co pies
Decemb er 1961 5 co pies
June 1962 8 co pies
September 1962 8 co pies
Decemb er 1962 32 cop ies
March 1963 36 co pies

T o ensure immediate deli very of YOUR maga­
zine please inform th is office of a ny address
changes. Club members PLEASE NOTE that
as well as informing their Branch Sec reta ry, they
mu st a lso inform this office.
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MANAWATU NOTES B y H enry
W ith the sudden passing, on M ar ch 3,

1963. of Ken Townsh end , our ch a irman, the
Manawatu Bran ch lost one o f its keenest
members. The service a t St David's Ch urch
was a ttended by many hundred s from all sec­
tion s of the community. T here was a lar ge
representatio n from the C lub, and Mr Des
O 'Neill was a pall-bearer.

Our February Club N ight was well attend­
ed a nd the gathering was addressed by a pro­
fession al car painter, Mr See!. His address
was of value to eve ryone, cover ing the da ys of
brush painting right up to the m odern tech­
niques and materials av ail able today.

On February 24 a picni c was held at a
delightful spot on the banks of the Oroua
Ri ver. A leisurely lun ch a nd simple dri vinz

. . b

test s, sw irnrrung, nattering a nd afternoon tea
rounded off a pleasant rel axing day.

T o fill the vaca nc ies left on th e co mmi ttee
by our lat e cha irman and Jon athan Dran sfield
we welco me two well-known mem bers Le~
F itzgerald and Allan Wells. '

A t the April " club night" we we re given
an excellen t address by member K en Wri zht
of W anga nu i on his recent tri p to E ngland.
The coloured sl id es proved very interesti ng,
am on gst them being seve ra l taken of the
"Sword Co llec tion".

For the remaind er of the season we look
fo rwa rd to three Vintage ac tivities. being two
school jubi lees and a tim e tri al to M art'On to
co inc ide with the Wanganu i Branch.

NELSON NOTES D. A. King
Beaded Wheels arou nd again and time to

tell you of doings in Veteran and Vintaze
circles in the north-west corner of th e South
Isla nd . We ha ve had sever al well attended
fi!m-cu~-g~t-together evenings , plu s a corn­
bin ed picruc to Pel orus Bridge with our M arl­
boro ugh fr iends.

On A pril 6th the writer with his 1913
Ford T R aceabout and Cha rlie Scholefield's
Ind ian Scout combi na tion , an d Phil Griffths '
H arl ey-D avid son co mb ina tion, went ove r to
T akaka for the op ening of that di strict 's cen ­
te~n i al ga tes. A pleasant day in th e sun wa s
enjoyed by all and mu ch interes t a rous ed in
th e local s. T he T d id both sides of the 15-mi le­
long Takaka Hill (2595fl.) in top gear. Great
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fun. The wee k-end of 27-28 April saw eig ht
V etera n and Vintage vehicles on th eir way to
Blenhe im, gues ts of the M ar! borough Bran ch.
We we re me t by a con tingent of Mar!borough
enthusias ts a t the W airau Br idge an d escorte d
to R arangi Beach , where a wonderfu l barbecue
lunc h was pr ovided by seve ra l club members'
hard-work ing lad ies. In the even ing we were
trea ted to a showi ng of "The H er oic D ays" an d
the " Golden Age" plu s a drop of the doings
a nd a sumptuo us sup per, a ltoge the r a mo st
pleasant a nd informal weekend.

Welcome additions to our ranks a re a
1927 Austin 12/4 tourer whi ch has been ac­
quired by Abbott Grant. The 1917 model T
Ford tourer ex Trevor May of Blenheim,
which has been bought by Bernie Byer s. Ken
Ivory has dragged home a rather sad 1925
Ford T tourer to wh ich he intends to give the
f~ 1I treatment as a stablem at e fo r his very
nice 1930 Model A Ph aeton. L aurie L eyden
of motor cycle fame ha s acqui red from down
the coast a most in te res ting Vetera n 16 h.p.
Sunbea m. It looks rather d ist ingu ish ed a t the
moment on Ford T whee ls and ax les and home­
m~de body but L aurie has been very busy ga th­
~nng u~ th~ necessary componen ts to co mp lete
It so thi s wil l be a n eagerly awai ted restora tion .
!ohn ~orri son's delightful little Swift cycle-ca r
IS comi ng a long nicel y, the bod y is being uphol­
stered a t th e moment with th e Chr istchurch
November .ra lly in view . George Topliss' bu ll­
nose Morris roadster is approaching me chani­
ca l perfecti on and is ju st a bou t read y for the
bod ywork stage . We welco me a new member
Dermis Pickering, with his 29 model A Ford
Tudor. Clive Mockett of Murch ison would
like to hear from a member who would be
interested in taking over his 1927 La Salle
salo on . It is complete and in good mechanical
cond itio n but the body needs rebuild ing. An
inte res ting ca r for the right man . -

SOUTH CANTERBURY NOTES
by Bri an A. Goodrnan .

Our mo st recent event has been our An­
n.ua l Genera l Meet ing on May 8th. T wenty­
SIX membe rs turned out fo r this, a bout ha lf
of our bra nch. The elec tio ns resulted :

. Cha irma n-J im Sullivan. Secretary- Terry
W ilson. Club Cap tai n and Newsletter Editor
Bria n Goodma n.
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Committee-Ian Barnes, Al an A veris.
Ralph Hay, Eric Robins.

Mention must be made of the work done
by the retiring Chairman and Secretary over
the last two years . Neither of these two sought
re-el ect ion and are now enjoying a well earned
rest. Th anks Bill and Barry.

Another of the very popular night trials
is be ing planned for the end of June, and at
Queen 's Birthday weekend we are holding a
run to Al exandra and back. About 400 miles
the round trip.

A good man y members a ttended the South
Island rally at Easter and our co ngra tula tions
go to Jim Sull ivan (14 /40 V au xh all) and Allan
Br eh aut (Douglas M IC) on eac h gaining 2nd
pla ces in their respective classes of the con­
cours. Russell Cross (1913 Humber MIC) put
on a grea t act during the F ield Te sts Ap­
parently cross ing two see saws is not as easy
as it looks. A nyway Russell landed in one
posit ion and his M IC in a nother. Co ngra tu­
lations, Oarnaru, on a well orga nised weekend .

Al an Ave ris is no w back in circulation
aft er 12 months on Raoul Island and 9 months
in Au strali a . Russell Paul of Ford "T" fame
ha s acquired the ex Hugh Me rcer 1920 Hup­
mobile. T he writer is at pre sent working on a
Harley Da vidson. Don Oddie has di sposed of
his M .G. (to Dunedin) and his Humberette (to
Christchurch) and Allan Holl and is tackling
the bodywork on his 1924 Oakl and with great
gusto.

Wh at with the Mid-Island Veteran Run
a nd the Mt. Cook Run coming up, and the
mem bership steadily increasing, things look
pretty bri ght for the future of this branch.

WAI KATO NOTES by Les Death

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Club

was held in Hamilton on April 29 th, a nd one
of the cha nges in office is that of Secretary
as Mrs R oberts has commenced a very well­
ea rned rest, so Les Death is trying to pick up
the threads of the job again in an endeavour
to keep this side of things running as smoothly
as Mrs R ob erts did.

Officers elected for 1963 I64 a re :
Pre sid ent-Mr R , 1. Peace.
Hon . Secretary- M r L. H. F. Death .
T reas urer- M r T. P, K. Rashleigh
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Club Captain-Mr E . H . Brown.
Asst. Secretary-Mr M . Quayle.
General Committee-Messrs J. Marsden ,

A. Hampton, W. Jel aca, R . Hicks, J. D Me­
Cr aw (late of Central Ot ago).

At the commencement of the meeting the
Pres ident asked those present to stand for a
minute in memory of our lat e Club Captain,
Garth Hu ghes, who passed away so suddenly
recently. Only 41 , Garth , a founder member of
the C lub was a mine of informa tion o n earl y
motoring in New Zealand a nd we ha ve a ll lost
a great fr iend .

General

The Club has run two very successful
large R allies during the year , the Te Awamutu
Rally in November last a nd the Hamilton­
Pukekoh e Rally in January, as we ll as a num­
ber of shorter Sunday run s a nd meetings.

The Club has made a donation to the
Haast Pass Fund a nd is ac tively negoti ating
with both V.c.c. of N.Z. in Christchurch and
the civic authorities here in H amilton with a
view to organising a North Island Rally in
Hamilton in 1965 as part of the Hamilton Cen­
tenary celebrations. This would, of course,
ha ve to fit in with the Haasr Pass Rally so as
not to "dra w-off" likely ent ries for that which
(as outlined by Rex Porter a t Ne w Plymouth
during E aster) b ids well to be a giga ntic affair.

T he Club's winter programme is now well
in hand , and commences with a "M ystery Run"
on Sunda y, May 26th and a meetin g on June
10th . A dance on the line s of last year's very
succ essfu l "Shi pwreck Dan ce" will be held
tow ard s the end of July or ea rly August.

Som e of our members went to Ne w Ply­
mouth at E aster to take part in the Taranaki
Cl ub's R all y. These were Bruce Catchpole
(1928 Stutz phaeton), Roy Hicks (1930 A ustin
7), Ken Hi cks (1927 Austin 7), Lily and Les
Death (1928 Morris-Cowley). We were very
impressed with the friendliness of the Tara­
nak i folk, the slickness of their organisation,
and the tremendous advantage of using a school
for a cen tral H.Q. Congrats to Batch Collins
and his merr y men, for one of the best rally
weekends eve r. Our Morr is-Cowl ey wa s so di s­
a ppo inted a t being turned northwards o n the
way hom e that it ble w its d ynam otor to pieces
in a fit of temper !
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Sca rborough ? Back ove r the hill to Ly ttelton
an d here the shee p a nd the goa ts we re rea lly
sor ted out. T here were only thr ee or so goa ts
(mountain va riety) who scaled some of the
port's mor e vert ical road s an d so fou nd the
mar shal a nd checkpoi nt.

L unch was taken at Pu rau on the other
side of the harbour (eve r tri ed ea tin g a nd
dr inking hot coffee under a tonneau cover?)
where the ra in and hail rea lly bega n. A fter
lunch the thi rd sec tio n was begun on the st eep
road to Port Levy where it began snowing. The
wri ter , having no hood, found the visibility
better with the winds creen o pen (who wa nts
a centra lly heated modern for winter tri al s?).
Mu ch time was lost aft er a non- competitor,
co nfro nted by Bill Luxt on 's Stutz, pulled over
too far and dropped a wheel off the road ;
however, many hands mak e light work and all
were on their way after a few mi nutes .

T he instruct ions clea rly sta ted that at the
Pidgeon Bay 9 miles pos t turn right bu t many
co mpe titors went left (wha t was th e weathe r
like a t Pidgeon Bay, Alao ?). T he correc t roa d
was ove r a very narrow, snow-covered . low
gea r road to Li ttle R iver. A halt was made a t
the summi t to enable so me to ind ulge in some
snow fighting. The wri ter found lack of oil
press ure and br akes (both tem por ar ily) on a
steep twisty descen t somew ha t tri cky an d could
on ly wave a t the checkpoint on the hill. Fur­
ther instruc tions were handed out a nd included

NOTES
Traction Engine Rally, April 27th

Some fiftee n mem ber s turn ed out to sup­
po rt thi s eve nt and fro m all rep orts had a very
enjoyable day more especially o n the way home
from wh at I saw of so me between 5 an d 6. The
member who was on the P.A . sys te m was ove r­
heard to say he would n' t mind o ne of those
beasties ( is that why the Na pier has been made
mo bile, An dy) .
Sunday Trial, May 5th

D on't bring the family, don 't brin g your
imm acul ate vintage ca r a nd ce rta inly don't
brin g your veteran; this is goi ng to be a se rious
day 's motoring. So ran th e Clu b Captain's
(Dave Bowman ) injunctions for a Sunday Trial
organised by Bill Clapham , J ohn Butts and
their will ing team of help ers.

The day d awned grey with a th in wind
blow ing fro m th e south as we set off in our
mod ems (there were six vintage ca rs too). Th e
route led throu gh so me wes t Christchurch sub­
ur bs then through the city (so me were lost
here ! ) an d then up to th e sum mit roa d via th e
R ap ak i T rack . E veryon e see med to have plenty
of time in hand up till now!

Rou nd the summi t road then down Mt.
Pleasa nt road a nd after reach ing the ca useway
near Redcliffs an ins truction to take va rying
degrees of left turn puzzled some nav igators.
How man y ende d u p at Whitewash H ead a t
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CANTERBURY

One can 't go anywhere the se days without someone gelling the wrong impression !! (Secretary and Edito r.)
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some cha nge average speed whi ch we at least
had to di sregard as we were running late, and
didn't wa nt to slow down any way. Aft er a
further lon g climb up the Gebbies Pa ss road we
finally made the summit road again and foll ow­
ing behind the Stutz and Warner Mauger's
Sunbeam we all finally arrived at Victoria Park
a nd the finish a little co ld a nd wet but ready
for an other go.

The winner of the tr ial , Bill L ux to n. didn 't
have a wat ch but Bill said that he used the
Stutz's inb uilt grad ient met er which mu st have
worked just as we ll. Results: Pts . lost
L A . W . L ux to n, Stutz 46
2. W. J. M auger, Sunbeam 120
3. R . Br yson , H old en 145
4. N . King, M orris 189
5. A. Roberts. V au xh all 224
6. R. Scott, Vauxhall 240
Sump Rumblings

Dave Barker of F.I.AT. 510 fame is mo ving
to Palmerston North sho rtly so watch out up
there . Bruce Pid geon a F.I.A .T . 509 fan is
also go ing north to G isborne, so we only have
about 5 F .I. A T . fans left.

Ge of Owen has bough t a Model T - he
doesn 't wa nt an y mor e skew gear trou ble.

LETTER TO EDITOR
North Island Rally at New Plymouth

Madam,
Th e boys at Ne w Plymouth did a won­

derful jo b, but they were let do wn by circum­
sta nces. I feel there sh ould be some me thod of
ge tti ng a t least a ca r representing eve ry yea r
up to say 1923. A fund shou ld be av ailab le
to pay tran sport etc. fo r those car s . Gett ing
them there is essential.

A second poin t is tha t the public sho uld
be able to see these cars at close quarters , as a t
Palm erston No rt h : last yea r. The d iffer ent
eve nts can take place a t the same time. T he
eve nts a re excellent for th ose int erested but
many wa nt to see the engines a nd the ir rest or a­
tion . Man y of the publ ic complained abo ut
these poi nts, and wh at ha ppens if the pu blic
loses intere st in th ese necessar y eve nts'? Wh o
is to blame? No on e yet! But, it is up to
th ose o n the E xecutive to see that an y C lub
wh ich tri es to sp rea d is not ham pered by the
lack of outside Br anch su ppo rt o n " very old
ca rs ." I am, yours etc., H AROLD FINDLAY

JUNE, 1963

NOTICE
Would a ll th ose ow ning a nd interes ted in

forming a Bullnose Morr is R egister please
contact Mr N. F indlay , M altby Stree t, Mee­
an ee, Napi er . Mr Fi nd lay has coll ected a great
de al of information on these cars in the last
four yea rs a nd the formation of a Register
within our C lub could be of enorm ous assis t­
an ce to all ow ners an d wou ld-b e owners .

GENERAL
The publ isher s of the " Autom ob ile Qu ar ­

terly" have intima ted that they are prepared
to reduce the pri ce of thi s book, if they ca n
get a la rge enou gh body of enthusia sts from
Au stral ia and New Ze aland to pa r tic ipa te in
bul k ord ering. No information as to ho w mu ch
of a redu ction is av aila ble an d no dou bt th is
ca n be obta ined from the publ ishers . The
present price of a pprox . £5 per year would
have to be co nside rably reduced to su it the
impecunious vintage nts in thi s qu art er. Inter­
ested part ies co ntac t Mr Sco tt Ba iley, 333 E ast
46th Str eet. New York 17, N .Y. U .s. A .

HAAST PASS RALLY
Negotiations with the I nternational Fed­

erat ion of V eteran Ca r Cl ubs have resulted in
th is event being nominated the Intern ational
R all y for 1965. Co ngra tula tio ns to our nego­
tiat ors, Eliza beth Nagle and Malcolm D ickens,
on thi s successfu l ou tco me to so me years '
negotiat ions .

With regard to R all y finances we advise
that your Clu b has alrea dy amassed ju st under
£500 th ank s to Br a nch do nations etc. Our tar­
ge t mu st be at least £2,000 to make th is event
the suc cess it d eser ves to be. and it has been
sugges ted that a fur the r step in th e right
d irection will be for each Branch to end eavour
to ra ise the eq uiva lent of £ 1 for each of its
members during the next two years. viz 10 /­
per member, per year-thus cons ide ra bly
spreading th e loa d and av oiding the " few"
ca rry ing the " ma ny" .

Your Editor is willing to for ego sm oking
for one month a nd don at e the £2 to th e H aast
F ightin g Fund . If every oth er addict in the
Clu b is wi lling to do the sa me- bro ther, th at
is one "e lluva" sacrifice ! What a bout it?
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FOR SALE : 1913 Tri ump h Ju nior M otor- cycle, in
co nco urs co nd ition , co mplete with o rigina l tool kit
and spa re mot or. Co mp leted thr ee Du nedmBrigh­
to ns a nd three Riverton ru ns a nd always placed in
co ncou rs. Offer s of over .£60 a re invit ed. as owing
to lack of time and other ve hicles, there will no t be
time fo r its pre para tion nex t seaso n . D. W arren
Jordan , 4 1 Venu s Street, In vercargill.

CONGRATU LATIONS to the dr ivers
a nd the Southward Wol seley for " clea ning up"
the Conco urse at the I ntern ation al R ally held
in E ngla nd this month. Three hundred entries
a nd Wolseley ca me out on to p. Mu st feel
pretty good Len. just lik e hav ing a member of
yo ur fami ly mak ing good overseas. while you
enjoy a soel l a t home.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

C LASSIF IED ADVERTISEMENTS RATES
MEMBERS OF VINTAG E CA R CL U B OF N .Z.

IN C. : Free for first three lines (a pprox. 25
words) ; thereaf te r 1/- for first three line s or less;

NON-MEMBERS: 5/- for first three lines or less;
there after 1/- per line.

To be accepted a ll adve rti seme nts must be typed
an d be acco mpa nied by the necessa ry remitt ance a nd
mu st be in the hands of the Ed itor not later th an
the 15th day of the mon th befor e publicat ion date .

Specia l display adve rtisements of ca rs fo r sa le com­
plete with pho tos ma y be insert ed a t special and
ve ry reasonab le ra tes, fo r deta ils of whic h service
write to the Ed itor.

WANTED : Cen tre Eng lish
" Pea rce," to suit Crossley.
cycle , unrestor ed . W. I.
Feat her slon . Ph one 2 14S.

W inds creen, prete. abl y
Al so Ve teran M ot or ­

Jo nes, Revans Street .

WANT ED : P re 19 15 T riu mph M otor-cycle , any
co ndi tio n, sui table spa res o r restoring. Brian Bro wn.
12 Sumner Street, Spreydon, Christchurch.

WA NTED : Back copies of " Bea ded Wh eels." Au to­
mob ile Racing Pr ogrammes (bo th road a nd trac k).
Will buy or trade for A me rica n items of sa me value.
Pr ices in first letter. Ronn ie All yn , P.O. Box 157,
Ma nha ttan Beach . Cal ifo rn ia. U.s. A.

FO R SAL E: 1922 Essex 4 Road ster. Good go ing
or der, regd , an d W.O .F. N eed s a few repa irs. New
tyres a ll ro und . Very suita ble fo r restor ati on . Price
.£85. Wr ite W. R. Youn g, Dun ca n Stree t, Raet ihi .

FOR SA LE : 23, 24, 25 a nd 26 inch B.E. and S.S.
Tyres; also some Wheels. Write R. N. M ahan, 127
Wa ita ki Drive, Otematata .

FOR SALE: Three 1924 Maxw ells, roa dster a nd 2­
doo r Seda n, both requ ire paint job a nd minor re-
pai rs. On e wreck with spare engine. In struction
man ua l. .£40 the lo t. T on y Pear se, C lyde Road.
Christchurch. ' Pho ne 56·3 11.

FO R SALE: Tw o 5.00 x 23 Tyres. almos t new.
For furthe r informa tion. H . W . Pleace, 22 Par kh ill
Avenue, Du nedi n, W. I. ·

WAN T ED : Spare Parts for Stu debaker Pre sident 8,
1930, a nd a ny Handboo ks o r Informati o n. D. W.
La ne, 125 Balm or al R oad , Auc kland .

WA NTED : Lad y's D ou glas owner wishes to con­
tac t a nyo ne owning o r having informa tion or anv
parts of o ne o f these bikes. A. S. Breha ut. 22a Cai n
Stree t, T ima ru .

FOR SALE: Pierce Arr ow M ot or , S-cylinder. W. W.
G rieves , 2a Brockwort h Place, C hrist church. Ph on e
65-937.

1918 FO RD T : A genui ne "Colo llla l" M od el in
ori gina l co ndition . The coachwo rk: by Nei lso n, of
Dannevirke, a nd featu res K aur i wood wor k. A one ­
owner vehicle unt il purch ased fo r res tora tion. Re­
lucta ntly (o r sa le owing to shortage of space.
Enqu ire to G . L. Bro ther ston, 114 Iki ta ra , Wa nga ­
nul.

FOR SAL E: Ge nui ne Amer ica n K.W . M odel T
Coi ls. Limited sup plies a re aga in ava ila ble. Ma il
o rder enqu ir ies a re welcome and rece ive pr ompt
atten tion. Con tact Parts Ma na ger, A rmstrong [v10lc rs
Ltd ., Au tho rised Fo rd Dealer s, Box 306, Ha milton.
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Oil Ca ps.
R. Gadd,
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FOR SALE : Pa ir Lu cas Kin gs O wn plat ed side
La mps. As new co ndi tio n. Offers. A. Anderson, 20
Hackthorne Ro ad , Cashmere, Ch ristchurch.

WA NTED : A.M .A.C. Ca rbure tto r for 1915 Dou gla s.
John Kin g,S Br uce Street, Masterton .

W ANTED : Austin 20 T ourer Bod y (o r similar).
Would co nsider comp lete ca r if necessary . T. M.
Wilso n, P.O. Box 20 10, Washd yke, Ti maru . 'Phone
89-27 1 Co llect.

H A R RY P ULFER , 2700 M a rt y St. , La C rescen ta ,
Ca lifo rn ia. I wa n t an d will buy, sell, trade fo r
script, Nameplates, Enamel Emblems, Body, Si ll,
Dash , Registr ati on , Se rial N umbe r Pla tes, Hub Ca ps.
Model T Pa rts an d Speed Equipment, Mod el T an d
A Books , Ads an d Ca ta log ues, Serv ice Bullet ins,
Owne rs Manuals, Instructi on Boo ks, Old Auto M a ga­
zines.

WA NTED fo r 1912 New Hud son M ot or- cycle-I
Acetylene Lamp, 1 Sea t, I Rear Stand, 1 Bulb
Horn , I 3-Speed Sturrney -A rcher Rear Wheel. P hil
G riffiths , Smi th Mot or s, R iwak a , Nel son.

FOR SAL E: 1925 5-Passenger Dupl ex Ph aeton
Stude ba ker. Exce lle nt con dit ion , Spa re Parts galore ,
H andbook, etc. Pr ice £ 150. App ly, L. Townshend ,
300 Ru ahi ne St ree t, Palmerston N orth .

MANLEY WR ECKING CR ANE: Wanted co m­
plete o r parts for sa me, su ita ble for mount ing o n
ei ther 1926 o ne-to n or 1929 30-cwt. Chevro let Lorries.
Write : R . D. Thornson , 28 Junctio n Road , N ew
Plymo ut h.

WANTED : 50° Vee T win Magneto (an ti-clockwise),
Buy or Exch an ge Ve te ra n Single M ag. Wo od, 7
M axwell Avenue , Papatoetoe.

27 x 3.85 (19 x 3.85) Bead ed Edge Tyre u rgently
required to com plete H end erson restoration. Would
bu y or swa p va r ie ty parts. Alan Breh aut , 22a Ca in
S treet , T ima ru .

JUNE, 1963

WANTED : A H ur ley en th usiast to tak e ove r my
enti re 192 5-29 set-up. T his incl udes my well k now n
1926 7-9 Harley a nd Sidecar, vete ran of ma ny ra l­
lies (a nd winner of so me) since restor ed in 1956,
plus an ot her machi ne in pie ces on the she lves. Al so
3 Spa re En gines in vari ou s stages of di lap ida tion ,
G ea rbox , T an ks, Ca rbs, Val ve Gear a nd a host of
oth er bits. The lot: £50 . 1 hav e go ne all 1930!
Ge orge Wo od ward , 39 Cha llenger Str ee t, St Hel ier s,
Auckla nd , E.I .

W ANTED T O BUY fo r 1913 Su nbea m 12/16 Mod el ,
Ti min g Chai n, Ace tyle ne Lights, or wo uld conside r
the purchase of an y oth er mechan ical pa rts for the
same model. Wo uld co ns ide r pu rchase of co mp lete
vehicle in " as is" co nditio n for puts. Wri te : R. D.
Th omson , 28 J unc tion R oad , New Plymouth .

WA NT ED fo r 1915 B.S.A M otor-cycle ,
Ge nerator , T ail Lamp, Ta nk, Pet ro l an d
T ool Bags. A lso a ny pa rts wha tsoever.
27 Rid dler's Crescent , Petone .

WA NTED: O ne C.A .V. M odel " F" Electric H ead­
lamp for 1914 Talbot Car. S. W. Kidd , Riccarton
Road , Eas t Taieri .

F OR SALE: Minerva 1925 6-cylinder T ourer. Mag ­
nificent touri ng car. Spa res. Ap ply, A. B. La ke, 11
Old Fa rm Roa d, H am ilton.

IN FORM ATION, P HOTOS OR BOOK S WANTED
on Galloway M ot or-car s. G ood care taken on a ll
lite rature. Spare P arts , an yone? A. N . Beissel , 6
So me rfield Stree t, Sp reydon, Christc hurch.

WANTED : Ga s Head lam ps an d Squ are Kerosene
Side a nd T a il Lam ps to fit F ord T. R. D. Cross,
25 Kin g Stree t, Tim aru.

WA NTE D FOR 1923 H ARLEY-D AVIDSON: He ad ­
ligh t, Horn , Ca rbure tto r a nd Back Wheel. As so on
as these ar e procured restorati on will be started . All
Repl ies a nswe red. Br ian A. Goodma n, W ashd yke,
South Can terbury. 'Pho ne 7877, Tim aru.

SALE! !
Vintage Car

SALE!
Books,
• SALE! !

A Very Large Range in Now - Some Reduced to Clear
A RACING HISTORY OF THE BENTLEY 35 /0 RESTORATION OF VINTAGE AND
VETERANS OF THE ROAD 27 /6 THOROUGHBRED CARS 30 /0
GREAT AMERICAN AUTOMOBILES 40/0 THE MOTOR CAR 1765-1914 26 /6
HISTORY ON THE ROAD _......... 18 /0 THE VINTAGE MOTOR CAR 26 /6

Back issues of " The Veteran an d Vintage Magaz ine " in st ock; a lmost every issu e bar No. 1.
From 3 / 0 to 5 /0. Prices includ e post and packing . Paymen t may be made in New Zea land cur rency ,
cheq ue or ove rseas mo ney orde r. Immed ia te an swers to all le tt e rs and mail ord ers , etc . Lists of
modern, spo rts and racing books avail able, no ch arge. Man y of these boo ks red uced a lso.

SPECIAL. Wh ile they last . "AUTOMOBILES AUSTRALIA", a review of 19 59-60 . 2 12 large 12" x
10" pag es, hundreds of ph otos, races, hillclim bs, vet eran s, e tc. Was 47/0 . Now 2 5 / 0 to clear .

"INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE CATALOGUE, 1957 ._ Prin ted in Switzerland . 20 5 large pages,
hu nd red s of co lour photos, full specifica t ions of a ll cars from a ll coun tries. Was £4 / 4/0 . Now 25 /0.

JACK KERNOHAN
The Bookman, Mt. Dandenong Road, Montrose, Victoria, Australia.
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Special Announcement to all

VINTAGE CAR CLUB MEMBERS

NOW OBTAINABLE AT ALL LEADIN'G BOOKSHOPS

\

THE

AUT L
BOOK

By RALPH STEIN

With a foreword by Stirl ing Moss

SIZE 12/1 x 8t/l - 313 PAGES FULLY ILLUSTRATED IN

FULL COLOUR. REASONABLY PRICED AT 67/6 A COpy

In This Book You Will Discover

* THE FIRE CHARIOTS
* EARLY RACES AND RALLIES
* THE GRANDES MARQUES
* GRAND PRIX
* SPORTS CARS

And Many Other Fascinating Subjects Which will Appeal to

Every Motoring Enthusiast.

Whol esale Distributors

GORDON 6- GOTCH (N.Z.) LTD.
AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH, DUI'\JEDIN
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STA N DA RD·TRIUMPH

Every British car manufacturer
officially approves

CASTR0 L 'balanced'SUPERGRADES

AIWqy-> qsk -fJr CASTROL 'balanced' SUPERGRADES -I:y I):f/hfe

CASTROLlTE - CASTROL XL 55&9

Adv ert ising e nqu iries to be add r eea ed to the Ad vert ising Manager, 20 Hackthor ne Road , Chr-i s t church. 8 .2 . P ublished by
Yintaee Ca r Cl ub of N .Z . In corpora t ed and printed by A. E. Pu rse L im ited , 233 Ma n ch es ter St re et, Ch r is tc h u rc h , N ew

Zeal a nd. R ez is t er ed at the G.P.O . W e lli n R' ton , for t.ran a m ie s ion as a magazine . et c.


