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"HORSELESS
CARRIAGE"

In 1893 the first successful gasoline powered motorcar in the United States cruised
down the main streets of Springfield, Mass., at a speed of five miles an hour! This
car was made by two brotbers, Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea.

In ]896 Henry Ford drove his first car out of the machine shop in Detroit. Later,
his system of machine-made, interchangeable parts, and assembly line production,
put motorcars within the price range of the man-in-the-street.

By the beginning of the 20th century, 8,000 motorcars were registered in the
United States. These were powered by steam, gasoline or electricity, and even then
they did not look much like the original "Horseless Carriage."

Some of the laws passed in the early days of the motorcar make us chuckle
today. For instance, one community ruled that if a horse refused to pass a motor­
car the driver of the car must "take the machine apart •.• and conceal the parts
in the grass." In some places motorcars were banned entirely, and angry farmers
guarded their livestock with shotguns against these "contraptions of the devil."

It is easy to see that early motorists were indeed brave pioneers, often running
risks that would be hard to imagine today, for they also had to contend with
the discomfort of rough roads, open driving seats and temperamental engines. Times
have changed and those first motoring enthusiasts would be the first to appreciate the
advances made both in car and tyre design since the exciting, stimulating days of the

"Horseless Carriage."

FIRESTON E Tyres since the earliest days of motoring, have set the

standard of reliability, economy and safety. Today's motorist, like his

father and grandfather before him, looks to Firestone for EXTRA mileage

and EXTRA reliability.



Beaded Wh eels is th e voice of th e Vintage Car Mo vement in New Z ealand and of the Clubs whose effort s
are foste ring and ever wide ning the interest in this mo vement and for m rallying points for that ever increas ing
band of enthusiasts . The fasci nation of age itself or revulsion from the f lashy mediocri ty of our present day
is draw ing an increasing number of mo to rists back to the ind ividu ality, solid worth, and f unctional elegance
th at was dem anded by a more discriminating generatio n and it is to the se that we dedicate-
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IN THIS ISS UE

CO py M ARCH ISSUE CLOSES

FEBR UARY 15th, 1964

The 40/50 Napier "experienced" in this
issue.

( By co u r te sy P. S a n de r s)

" BEADED WHEELS" DIRECTORY TO THE
VINTAGE CAR CL U B'S OF FICERS

National Ex ecutive: Presiden t, A . A . Ande rson , C hristch urc h ;
C lub Ca pta in, L. G . Wi tte , Teddi ngton; Vice-Clu b Ca p ­
tai n an d " Bea ded W heels" Ed ito r, Mollie An de rso n,
C hris tchurch; C o m m itt ee, L. B. Sou thw ard (Well ingto n),
R. Po rter (Carterton), H . B. F oster (Ch ristchurch) , N . C .
Adams (A uck la nd).
All co rrespo ndence to Club Secre tary, E. A. Bail ey, P.O.
Box 2546 , Chri s tch urc h.

Northland Branch: C hairman , P . V. M cCready; Secret ary, F.
e. W alker, 2 Pu rdy Street , Kaikoh e.

Auckland Br anch: C ha ir ma n. H . Ro binso n; Sec re tary , H . D .
K idd , P.O. Box 3382 , A uck lan d .

Ba y of Plenty Branch: C ha irman , L. C o upe; Secret a ry, A.
and D . Ca mero n, 97 Church ill Road , T a uranga .

Hawkes Bay Branch: Ch a irrnan, T. B. L awrie; Secr et a ry, L.
J . D . Pr iest , 305a Coll inge Road , H ast ings.

Wellington Branch : Cha irma n, R . Iv in; Secre tary , J . Elwo rthy,
6 Pem psey Street , Silverstrearn .

Wanganui Branch: C ha irma n, B. A. T asker: Secreta ry , J . B.
Kirkwood , 12 Godwi n Cresce nt, W an gan ui ,

M anawatu Bran ch: C ha irma n, H . C. B. Wyche rle y: Secretary,
M iss e. S. T ownsh end, 300 Ru ah ine Stree t, P al me rsto n
N orth .

T aranaki Br anch: Ch a irma n, K . K irc he r; Secretary, e. Ki rk by,
P.O . Bo x 486, New Pl ymout h.

Marlborough Branch : C hai rm an : L. Gi ffor d ; Sec re tar y, J. D.
F innie, 114 M ull er Road, Blcn he im.

Ca nter bury Branch: Cha irman, E. J. S. W alker; Sec re ta ry,
J . S. P . Palmer, 10 Torq uay Place , Bryndwr, Chris tchu rc h.

South Ca n te r bu ry Branch: C hai rma n, J. Sull iva n; Secretary,
T. M . W ilso n , P .O . Box 20 10, Was hdyke .

North Ot ago Branch: Chairma n, W. G . Spite; Secre ta ry,
J. T. O'B rie n, l SC R .D. , Oamaru.

Otago Br anch: C ha ir man, R . E. N . Oak ley ; Secre tary , S. M .
T ho mas, 83 Koremata St reet, Burnside , D u nedi n .

Southland Branch: C ha irma n. E. R. Eun so n; Secret ary, J . W.
Barnes, 206 Bl uff Road , I nverca rgill.

The Veter an and Vintage Car Club (Wa ika to Inc.): Secre­
ta ry, L. D eath , P .O . Box 924 , H amilton .

COMIN G EVEN T S

Dunedin Br ighton Run, January, 1964:
T his eve nt promises to be o ne to re me m ber, being th e
T enth Brig hto n. The Co m mi ttee is tu rn ing on a Spec ia l.
-Otago Bra nch.

Burma Trial , January 20th, 1964 :
W a nga nui Br an ch.

Mid Island RalIy, 29th F e bruary , 1964 :
Open Veteran a nd Vinta ge.- South Can terbur y Bra nch.

South Isl and Rally, Eas ter weekend, March 27th , 28th, 29th,
1964 :
O pen Ve te ra n a nd Vi ntage to be held a t M o tu eka , wes t
of Ne lson city.-Cao te rb ury Bra nc h.

I
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ROAD TEST

Between 1919 and 1926 abo ut fifty Napier
40/50 h.p. chassis were produ ced , some of the se
being "Colonial" chass is with heavier frames
and some minor differences in engine layout.
I n December, 1921, one of the Co lonial chassis
was delivered to the Cuna rd motor-body
builders to be fitted with a sa loo n body to the
order of Miss Cargill, of Dunedin. The ca r
arrived in New Zealand in 1922 a nd was in use,
by the Ca rgi ll fami ly, unt il some time in 1935
or 1936. It was disposed of as part of the
Cargill estate and was bought by Partell's Gar­
age. The saloon bod y was cut off, only the
portion forward of the back of the front seat
remaining, and a truck deck with a crane was
mounted . During its life as a bre akd own wagon
the original log book and instruction book
were lost and the machine itself received con­
sidera ble maltreatment unt il finally the crown­
wheel and pi nio n coll apsed from overwo rk.
The Napie r then lay ga the ring dust unt il, in
1949, when Partell's was sold up a nd all the
stock and plant to be auctio ned, Andrew
And erson learned of its existence. He , with
R ob Sha nd, rushed to Duned in, bought the car,
tore the breakdown cra ne off-and sold it back
to the erstwhile owners- and railed the ma chine
to Christchurch.

The broken different ial has now been re­
placed with a 23/60 Vauxhall un it, the engine
overhau led, and a touring body made up ,
based on the 1919 Show Model, the dim ens ions
being taken fro m the dr aw ings in "T he Auto­
car" of that year. Some det a il work still re­
mains to be done. Th e pa intwor k is rough and
the tyres in poor condition and back seat pas­
sengers would welcome the add ition of an
apron to the rear screen. No doubt the owner
will continue the good work. (He wi11.- Ed.)

1t was recently my privilege to dri ve this

imp ressive machine for a good ly number of
miles over roads varying fro m wet, bumpy
tar-sea l to .firrnly-packed grav el. in wea ther
co ndi tio ns from perfect to utterly ro tten, and
with a degree of con fide nce-and, I hope com­
petence-which showed a steady improvement.
The engine is an aluminium-a lloy six-cylinder
of monobl oc con struction with steel liners
pressed in. Bore and stroke are 4 in. and 5 in.
respect ively giving a swept volume of a littl e
ove r six litres (6177 c.c.). T wo valves per
cylinde r ar e set vertica lly in the head and
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40/50 NAPIER
By B. R. Mooney

ope ra ted by " swinging tappets" (i.e. rockers)
from a single overhead ca mshaft which is dr iven
from a vertica l shaft on the nea r-s ide front of
the engine. Also dri ven from thi s vertical sha ft
are the genera tor and magneto, the wa ter-pump
and, from the generator, the d istr ibutor for the
second (coil) bank of spa rk plu gs. The ca rburet­
tor is an updraught S.u. of imp ressive propor­
tions and incorporates a sta rti ng ca rb ure tto r.
An eccent ric on the ca msha ft ac tua tes an a ir­
pum p wh ich pressuri ses the pet ro l tan k-there
are better systems for mainta ining a supply of
fuel. Seven massive plain bearings support the
cra nkshaft but the obvious potential of the
engine is defeated by the restricted manifold­
ing. At about 2000 r.p.m., the maker 's recom­
mend maximum-about 55 m.p.h.-there is a
bad vibra tio n period. The or dina ry 40/50 h.p.
chassis had the compression rat io of No. 6
cylinder lowered to ove rcome th is, but the
Colonia l ca rs were not so modified . How­
ever, it is possible to go thr ough the vibration
period witho ut an y trouble, and recent evi­
dence indica tes that the engine is ca pa ble of
pullin g nearl y 3000 r.p.m. with the ca r in top
gear. Power is transmitted to the gea rbox
thro ugh a single dr y-pl ate clutch which is
delightfully smoo th in opera tion.

The dr ill fo r sta rting from cold is as
fo llows:-

1. Check handbrake "",,'.,... On
2. Check gear-lever " ". " , Neutral
3. Check ignitio n control it ret arded
4. Check sta rting-carburetto r throttle '" Open
5. Check starting-carburett or mixture

Full rich
6. Check main carburettor mixture '" Full rich
7. Check petrol-tank pressur e Zero
7a. Grasp hand-pump, give abo ut a dozen

strokes.
7b. Check petro l-ta nk pressure ." . Still zero
7c. Climb out, go ar ound to back of ca r and

close valve on petrol- tan k. Retu rn to
dr iver 's sea t and repea t perfo rma nce with
pum p.

7d . Check petrol-tank pressure 1-} lb.
8. Check coi l "" "" "'" "" '" " On
9. Check magneto "" "" "" '" '' """" " On

10. Press down on starter button-the sta rte r
engages.

11. Press down further-the eng ine turns ove r
two or three times, fires and runs.
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Cornering at speed.

PAGE THREE

(B y cou r t es y P . San ders)

12. Cut sta r ting ca rbure ttor con tro ls and the
car is read y to ro ll.

The gea rbox ratios are : 1st, 3.33; 2nd , 1.82;
3rd, 1.33; 4th , 1.0. W ith rat ios as clos e as the se
three upper o nes th e gearbox sho uld be a
source of joy and del ight to th e vintage dri ver
wh o lik es to show-off h is a b ility by swa ppi ng
cogs at th e least provocat ion-and qu ite oft en
for no apparent reason at all- as he goes alon g
the road . A nd it is. O nly one fea ture detracts
from thi s enjoy ment to an y marked degree: th e
relat ive posi tio ns of the accelera to r a nd foot­
br ake m ake it impossible to he el-and-toe and,
sin ce the brakes, thou gh smooth, ar e not as
effective as they could be, some interesting situ­
ations can occur if the dr iver is not familiar
with both the ca r and th e road . I am informe d
that to sit in the back seat-being yourself a
Napier driver - while the ca r is proceed ing
down a steep gravel road , with a right-angled
ben d looming in the middle di stance, a nd to
ob ser ve the dr iver cha nge fr om th ird to fourth
gear (this wa s fro m sheer exu bera nce) is a little
nerve-wr ack ing. Luckil y the two downward
changes followed sufficiently qu ickly to all ow
the sufferer to regain his co m pos ure bef ore the
other passen gers cou ld notice the blanched
face and tightly-clench ed hands.

Two other point s about th e gea rbox des erv e
mention . Firstl y, the gea r-leve r is ce ntrally
mounted , which is- and I qu ote Mr C lutto n­
" a very unusual feature on such a car. "

Seco ndly, the posit ion s of the gea rs a re back­
to-f ront with firs t ; to the left and back an d

fourth to the r ight and forward. Attempts to
cha nge up from seco nd to first o r do wn from
fou rth to first inva ria bly pr oduce strange noi ses
from the gea rbox and sco rn and de r ision from
the onlookers .

Brakes a re carried on the rear axle a nd on
the ca rda n shaft. Origina lly the foot-ped al
operated the cardan sha ft brake but the system
ha s been modified so that it is now worked by
th e handbrake lever. Aspiring d rivers a re al ­
wa ys carefull y wa rned that und er no c ircum ­
sta nces are they to app ly the handbrake unl ess
the ca r is completely a t rest, as it con stitutes
the qu ickest k now n method of rem ovin g teeth
from the p inion. (T he theory has been advanced
that, a t reason able spe eds, thi s br ake would
ha ve no deleter ious effects. It may be so but
I don't kn ow of an yb od y's ever havin g tried
it.) T he rear ax le br akes a re int ernal-expand ­
ing type in open drums and , to qu ote from the
mak er 's manual , " . . . a re of lar ge diameter
and ample wearing sur fac e, and ar e very
ing-wheel is sma ll and very thi ck-rimmed a nd
powerful." The last part of this sta teme nt m ay
have been true when the br akes were ac tua ted
by the handbrake lever , with its greater
me ch anical advantage, but must now be regard­
ed as a terminological inexactitude and a mis­
representation of the true sta te of affa irs. That
the y do have some effec t is undeniabl e but it
would be unwise in the extreme to expect them
to function as eff iciently as do good vin tag e or
eve n some modern br ak es. They had best be
classed as Edwardian and treated as suc h.
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(By courtesy P. Sanders)

Exhaust side of engine, showing off-set worm drive
to camshaft and auxiliaries and dual coil and

magneto ignition.

The worm and sector steering is very posi­
tive and, at low speeds, heavy. Probably be­
cause the car was originally designed as a
town carriage, to be driven by a chauffeur-s­
and who cares about the chauffeurv-i-the steer­
is set quite high, necessitating a wristy action
which becomes very tiring when driving about
the city. CA taller and stronger-wristed driver
might not find this fault so noticeable.) At
cruising speeds the steering lightens up and
the position of the wheel is then much less irk­
some. On smooth wet tar-seal the handling

EARLY MOTOR BIKES
About 1914 Mr C. J. Bateman, a motor­

cycle engineer, arrived from England with his
tools and equipment, and started up in Blen­
heim in a shop where Marlborough motors
now are. He bored the cylinder of the first
Indian to arrive here. The cylinder was hard
steel, and it was a long time before the tool
marks disappeared. After this he rigged up a
grinding machine for honing. In those days it
was not uncommon for piston rings to be near­
ly half an inch wide, gudgeon pins were also
very narrow.

A year or two later Mr Bill Viggars and his
boys arrived and they also started up in busi­
ness. He brought out with him a Vindec
special this was a twin cylinder with Roe gears
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(By courtesy P. Sanders)

"Silent Sucker"-surely the largest S.U. ever
devised, which looks after the mixture.

qualities can only be described as "dicey." The
body is not heavy enough to keep the rather
massive back-axle in its place and a frighten­
ing tendency to swap ends-s-I have never seen
it do this but imagine that it would be a spec­
tacle awesome in its majesty-s-at the smallest
deviation from a straight line is the result. On
gravel roads the back end still breaks away
early but, of course, much more slowly, and
the slide is easily corrected. Motoring con brio
in these circumstances is good sport.

Ron Osgood Continues His Motor-cycling

Experiences in Marlborough.

and automatic inlet valves it had a wicker side
car. It was from him that I was told the merits
of benzol motor spirit distilled from coal tar.
Up till this time there was only one brand of
petrol, "Pratt's Deoderised" Benzine. It was
always and still is called benzine by old timers.

Towards the end of 1914 a new fuel came
on the market, "Plume" motor spirit, followed
by "Shell," "Kalif" and later on by "Big Tree."
The Shell was very volatile as were most of
the others, it had a smell I ike coal tar. At
this time the price was 2/6 per gallon. It came
out in four gallon tins, two to the case. Ben­
zine engines were used a lot for industry then,
and you would see empty tins piled up all
over the place till they were a menace. These
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tins were mad e of heavy gauge pla te a nd hea vily
tinn ed ; they mad e sp lendid buckets. As time
went on th ey were ma de of lighter ga uge
materi al and used to leak a lot.

I worked the first petrol pump here in
Parker's ga rage; it was a " Bowser." It was
filled from the stree t. The filler pipe had a
bend in it and we had to guess when it was
full. The funnel held two 4-ga llo n tins. These
were pie rced with a n old axle shaft, somet imes
when th e ta nk was a lmost full, then the sur ­
plus wo uld run down the gutter into town ,
a nd one of us wo uld be pu t on gua rd to wa rn
the publ ic not to smoke or strike matches
ti ll it evapora ted! !

At thi s time I had a craze for motor bikes
( 1914). T here was a N .S.U. for sa le-the cha p
wanted £3 fo r it. Wh en I ca lled with my mate
to have a look at it, it wou ld not sta r t, so
after seve ra l adj ustme nts and a lot of peddl ing
we go t it go ing. It had a tank the sha pe of a
pig trou gh , no mudguards, a pai r of rac ing
han dl ebars off a p ush b ike and a bike seat. We
were give n a trial but we had to pedal it to
keep the engine goi ng and a lways finished by
pushing it home. The owner complained about
the tr ouble we p ut him to, bu t as I was only
getting 5/ - a week and had to pay board and
keep myself out of this, 1 could not affo rd to
take it. Lat er I bo ug ht th e H umber mention ed
in my previous article. This cost me a i -plate
camera, p ush bike, a nd every cent I possessed.

F ro m 1914 to 19 17 the re wa s no t much to
write about. T he war was on a nd there were
not many imports co ming into the co untry .
From 1917 to 1919 I was in the forces . Wh en
o n leave I bo rrowed Bill Yiggars " Mo toso­
coc he" for a day or two. Just as 1 was takin g
it back I lifted the comp ressio n ro und ing a
co rne r a nd the cyl inder a nd piston flew to
p ieces. I had to mak e thi s goo d.

In France I was a dispa tch runner ; we used
push bikes, wa lked, rod e ho rses, jumped lor­
ries and ca rs , and on ra re occasio ns rod e mot or
bikes. I met my U ncle, Stan Osgood, who a t
the tim e was a sergeant of milita ry pol ice in
E taples. H e told m e he was joining the new
Motor Cycle Co rps that was being formed a nd
promised to get me in. As I had already
applied for serv ice in the ta nk and flying corps
wit h no luck , I d id not have much faith in get ­
ting in, and indeed hea rd no mo re. Although
I ca n wri te a lo t about army cars, lorries and
tanks, there is very little about motor bikes.

The only makes I saw wer e T rium ph and
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Dou glas in the British army . The Yanks were
to the fore with the H a rley and Indian. The
T riumphs had th e new Stur my Ar cher gea r­
box with cha in cum belt d rive, while the D oug­
las still re tained thei r old d rive with the two ­
speed gea rbox minus clutch .

O n returning home I had a Peugeot straight
drive, and I had a good ru n from this ; it was
one of the few bikes tha t gave no troub le, a l­
though it was about a 1902 model. I sold this
bike a nd built up a Brown , whic h had a Pan­
hard engi ne . A bout th is time benzine went
u p in price to over 5/- per ga llo n an d was
more like ke rosene than petro l. Wi th weak
magnetos most bikes were very ha rd to sta rt
o n fros ty morn ings. Fo r so me reason th e popu­
la r br and s went off the m ar ket and all we
co uld get was Gold Crown Gaso line . R iders
in our stree t would be seen running up a nd
down trying to get their bikes to sta rt ; they
wou ld be surprised when I wo uld give the old
Bro wn a push a nd o ff she wo uld go first pop.
T hey did not know, however , tha t while I was
havi ng breakfas t I had a b lowlamp on the foot
boa rd heat ing up the cy linder! '

I mentioned in my previous a rt icle where
Nairn 's imported a TT. "Hobart," which was
used for racing and was eventually smashed

(B y co u r te s y R . Oarroodj

The Mo ser OD top of the Taylor Pass, ]9]9.
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up in a crash. Later Doll Beatson got hold of
this engine, an o.h .v. "F ritz Maser," and built
it into a "F. N." fram e. Th e piston was broken,
also the exha ust valv e cage and control. A
new valve cag e, which was similar to the old
Bui ck six was mad e from the hub of a plough
wheel, the con rod was made from a solid
bar of silver steel a nd was cut to sha pe with
hac ksaw a nd files. Wh en the bik e was finished
Doll left with a full tank a nd a spare bottle of
ben zine in his poc ke t and set sa il for Nelson ,
do ing the trip without ge tt ing off a nd pushin g.
A wonderful fea t in those days, with no
bridges and gears, a nd plent y of steep pinches
and hair-pin bends.

I go t this machine short ly after this. T o
ride it af ter the crocks I had pre viousl y owned
was exh ilarat ing. T he accel erat ion was ter­
rific. I ca me a few cro ppers with wheel spin
on the grav el roa ds a nd I had to be very
slick getting on, otherw ise she would jump out
of my hand s a nd lea ve me, as it did two or
three times. Unfortunately th is bike got smash­
ed up. I was turning a corner to see the first
ae ro pla ne arri ve here when a farmer crashed
into me with an Oakland car, running over the
bike a nd me. I crawled out from under the
rear axle of the car without a scratch, but the
bike was badly smashed up with the webs in
the flywheels br oken. Later on Bill Roberts
put the cylinder on another crankcase and won
some races on the Waterlea racecourse.

My next bike was a 2~· h.p. "F.N." This
machine was br ought back from London by
one of our officers. It was a nice little machine
and much improved from the early models. It
had a kick starter a nd other improvements.
The earlier 4-cylinder "F. N ." had a very small
engine ; it would be hardly 3 h.p. The cylinders
and crankcase were cas t in one unit, also the
bearings as with all F.N .'s were cast iron with
the usual two-speed gearbox and shaft drive.
Whil e talk ing abo ut these bik es, I saw a 4­
cylinder in Wellington a bo ut 1924; it was about
8 h.p. a nd the cra nkcase was aluminium with
T type cylinders. It had a coach built sidecar.
I still th ink it was one of the best machines
I had ever seen and wonder if any of our
readers know of it. Most 4-cylinder models had
one fault in common, this was overheating of
No. 3 cylinder on lon g runs.

Our heroes in the early da ys of racing were
Percy Coleman and Len M an gham. Local
races were held at Waterlea. Personalities such
as Ph il Ornste in, Arthur Orchard, Frank D on-
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oldson, Noel Webby, Alan Woodrn an a nd
others were the pioneers here. Woodie with
only one leg could almost put his H arley and
sidecar through the eye of a needle. Specia l
machines were built for ra cin g- a thr ee-valve
"Excuse Me" ridden by Noel Webby and a
four-valve single ridden by Wo odi e put up
some great performances . A lot of tim e and
money was spent in getting specia l cylinder
heads cast, some with good results. Modern
machines may be fast er but the thr ills a re not
the same that we used to get in the old days.
A ll the men mentioned ha ve now passed on.
There were many makes here by th at time­
opposed twin Harley a nd Indian. also Ind ian
two-stroke, Rudge Multi, Zen ith Gradua,
Monopole , Oversea s, Royal Ruby, Sun and
many others. Special suits or ove ra lls were
worn for motorcyclin g-leggings like th igh
gumboo ts minus the boot were very popula r.
They were made fro m rubber ised cloth a nd
were essent ial as most mach ines were very o ily
not to menti on du st.

To co nclude I would like to make ment ion of
such men as Bill y R ob ert s, who sh ifted to
Christchurch from here, who mad e up seve ra l
bike s; al so Dolly Bea tson a nd George Baldich
who worked mostly together. Very few people
know that George mad e up a bike a bo ut 1916
He made the engine a lso, the cylinde r and fly­
wheels were cas t at the foundry. He cast the
crankcase him self in aluminium; it had a three­
speed rear wheel ta ke n fr om a small Humber
which was scrapped thr ough the gudgeon com­
ing out and scoring the cylinder like a large
keyway, which was also a weakness in early
engines.

In 1922 I changed over from bikes to car s.
The first car I owned was a 8 h.p. singl e
cylinder Rover. 1904 vintage. I only wish I
had that car to-day. Bu t that's ano ther story.

HORACE ROBINSON

It is with deep regret that we have to record
the sudden death of Auckland Bran ch Ch air­
man, H orace Rob inson. A founder member of
Auckland, Horace was a n active member not
onl y for his Bran ch, but for the Club as a
whole, contributing on many occasions to
" Beaded Wh eels" and assisting members wher­
ever possibl y. Hi s presence will be sad ly
missed.
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THE WEIGEL CAR
I much enjoyed Rex Porter's article in the

September issue of "Beaded Whe els" with the
excellent photograph of Mercedes, Singer,
T raction Engine and Weigel (in the back­
ground). I wish the last had been more in
evidenc e as I have a particular interest in
Weigel 's as I used to ow n one.

In 1918 whilst in the R.A.F. I had a buck­
ingham cyclecar (see "Motor Spor t," February,
1962, pages 94 and 114), but havin g tired of its
limited performance I felt the urge for a big
engine again, havi ng been used to big engines
before the war, and sta rted scanni ng the
secondha nd advertisements in the "Autoca r
and Motor." There were plen ty of interesting
car s offering- Mercedes, F iat , I tala , etc.-but
all beyond my scope financiall y, till one day I
spotted a 40 h.p. Weigel chassis offered by a
North London garage . I forget just what the
price asked was but I figured they would prob­
abl y accept a bit less, so at the first oppor­
tunit y I paid them a visit, liked the look of the
chassis, and offered them £60, with the pro­
viso that they produced some compression on
No. 2 cylinder (it then had none as the inlet
valve appeared not to be clos ing), and sup­
plied some sor t of sea t for me to sit on to
drive home to Hadleigh, in Suffolk, where I
was sta tioned.

I dul y collected her next day a nd set sail for
home, sto pping in North F inchley to purchase
a tyre and tube (secondha nd!) from a friend
who had a garage there, as the tyres fitted loo k­
ed onl y fa ir and there was no spa re.

I can't remember the details of that run but
I know it wasn't very successful. She ran like
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S. Gibbons

a hairy dog and I needed that tyre and tub e,
having no lamps and running out of daylight
I fai led to reach home that night. Fortunately
I was not on duty that night-we were a night
flying anti-Zep squadron, and I was on deck
early next morning.

After a few days' spare time work , however,
I was well pleased with my purchase. The
first job was to get the engine running decent­
ly. I soon found that although all valves now
closed properly one hardly opened at all, havin g
ab out t in. clearance between tappet (non
adj ustable) and valve stem, which even in tho se
days was hardly the thin g. What had hap ­
pened was that the mechan ic, sic. had rem oved
the valve and witho ut noticing that it was
not the correct one for that port (inlet and
exha ust valve stems were not the same length )
turned or ground the requ isite amount off tile
stem to get clearance. This meant that (he
cylinder that this valve reall y belonged to
had a short valve which hardly opened at al l!
Casting about for some simple way of getting
over this d ifficult y, I found that a used revolver
ca rtridge case, .32 or .38 I forget, wh ich neatl y
fitted over the va lve stem, and by flatten ing
the inside of the cap with hammer and pun ch
I got approximately the correct clearance. (I
never did know what the correct clearance
was.) It is surprising how long this device
lasted before a fresh cartridge case was re- .
quired ! and we covered some thou sands of
miles without any trouble from this modifica­
tion. In fact , with very little troub le at a ll
unt il the final reckon ing some two year s la ter
when a tooth broke in the rear axle pin ion .

Car as purchased and dri ven
home (note mechanical hom
on side of packing case seat).

(By courtesy S . Gibbon s)
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Showing revamped mud­
guards, as near as a copy of
those worn by 38/90 Prince
Henry Mercedes of 1912, as
I could make them, the
38/90 Mere. being then my
ideal of what a car should

be!

(By courtesy S. Gibbons)
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But that is anticipating, The next job was
the provision of suitable coachwork (don't
laugh); this was comparatively simple. I had
always looked upon a car as being the chassis,
and the body an unfortunate necessity, and
therefore to be kept to an absolute minimum.

O~r squadron .a t that' time was partially equip­
ped with Avro 504 .bipla nes modified for night
fighting by the removal of everything not .str ict­
ly necessary in a. single seater. There were,
therefore, .plenty of spare front seats knock­
ing about. These in conjunction .with some
odd . lengths .of timber 3 in. x 2 in., for side
rails, .and 12 in. x l in . for floor boards, and
a few screws and nails, and our .bodywork was
complete except . for the revamping of the
front mudguards and a coat of grey priming
over .a ll. . The mudguards were reshaped by
the simple expedient of hammering them out
on a block . of wood to as near as I could
get to the lines of those fitted to the .38/90
Prince Henry Mercedes (my ideal at that time).

. The Weigel was lots of fun to drive. good
four-speed gearbox; good multi disc clutch.
steering, brakes, etc. , all up to contemporary
standards, top speed about 60 m.p .h:, consump­
tion 15 m.p.g . This last item of course would
have been a difficult hurdle with rationing
pretty tight, except for the fact that at that
time I had a detached Flight away from Squad­
ron ' Headquarters and with the connivance of
my -Flight Sergeant and a little ' wangling I
was never short · of fuel '(avia t io n!), in fact at
one time I had a nice little nest egg of some
40 gallons not on charge; only one day unfor-

tunately whilst I was away from the station
the Squadron Equipment Officer chose to visit
us and among other things chose to inspect the
petrol store, and my little nest egg was ' taken
on charge!

Weigel cars were built in London 1907-10 by
Weigel Motors Ltd., of whi ch the prime mover
was D. M . (Danny) Weigel, a well known
motoring character at that time. They turned
out two four-cylinder models, a 25 h.p. and a
40 'h. p., 11 0 m.m. x 120 m.m . and 130 m.m. x
140 m.m. respectively, and a six with the same
bore and stroke as the 40. all with cylinders
cast in pairs. T heads and low tension ignition
wags. (My car had been converted to high
tension before I got it.) I wonder which model
the car referred to in Rex Porter's article was­
a six or a four?

. These cars were a dead copy of the Itala and
most of the parts were interchangeable, but
the Itala material was much superior to that
of the Weigel.

In 1907 two 8-cylinder racing cars were built
for the French Grand Prix , These consisted
of two 40 h.p. engines in tandem (so you can
imagine the length of the bonnet') mounted in
a special short chassis frame , and drove through
a multi plate clutch and two-speed gearbox
to a live . axle. They were driven by Harrison
and Laxen and were not a success, neither
finishing.

For the 1908 G.P. three specially designed
four cylinder cars were built, having overhead
valves and three-speed gearboxes; they were
rather fine looking cars. but once again they
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did no good, none finishing. Laxen crashed
but I can't remember if it was during the race
or in practice.

But to return to my own car. Looking
through myoId car diaries the most frequent
entries seem to consist of pouring in petrol and
replacing and repairing tyres. With the con­
siderable power available trying for financial
reasons to run on cheap secondhand tyres was
not altogether a success. When I was finally
demobbed in June, 1919, petrol rationing was
still in force and running a big engine was
not so attractive and something smaller was
indicated. Prices of secondhand cars were
booming and I was convinced I could get
£200 and turned down offers of £ 175 and
£180, but I was too greedy, for in 1920 prices
went down with a bang, and to crown all as
mentioned earlier the rear axle failed, and I
think finally Douglas Hawkes allowed me £20­
£30 off a new G.P. Morgan three-wheeler, but

REMINISCENCES
(E xtracts from a recent letter written by Arthur
Roydhouse 10 the Mana ger of a Carterton
motor firm for whom he worked about 1906,
condensed and re-written by Rex Porter).

I look back on my short time with the firm
with a great deal of pleasure. I know now that
I was of very little use to business. It was a
difficult time, but your father never lost faith
in the future of the motor car. I was a sort
of salesman , and wandered about trying to
interest bods in a car. Many were interested
but there was no money about. One of those
deoressions I snnnose, This must have been be­
fore 1907. I think. The boss was nreoared
to let neoole he knew have a car on any
terms. Sort of 2/6 down and 5/- a week for
the rest of your life. I took one excitable
Irishman out for a demonstration one day and
finally cot him into the driver's seat. He was
thrilled and to show he was provressinc, he
excitedly showed me how, if you want to go
THAT way . you sirnolv Dulled THAT side
of the wheel down, which he would do and
charge at the nearest fence on THAT side. He
was most skeotical about the fact that. when in
low gear. the engine went faster and the car
went SLOWER. As he said. it did not make
sense! Another orosoect drove me into a
fence one day, yelling "Whoa, Whoa, WHOA
YOU BITCH." We snapped off three totara
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that is another story.
I never regretted buying the Weigel and we

had a lot of fun with her .
The mention of difficult starting in Rex

Porter's article, also 60 h.p., makes me think
that the car mentioned was a six-cylinder? My
car, a four-cylinder , was never difficult to
start with the enertia of the big fan flywheel
and the half compression leaver out she was
fairly easy to swing. Maybe the HT. mag.
was a help, too, but the six would be a different
matter. The lubrication system was the same
as mentioned in the article-little buckets on
an endless chain like a miniature bucket
dredge! all enclosed in a nice brass tank with
glass top mounted on the dash.

I'm afraid all this hardly adds up to modern
restoration and may shock some of the Pur
Sang enthusiasts. But then restoration was not
our aim-all we wanted was some reasonably
exciting motoring, which we got!!

posts before coming to rest.
I had quite a bag of good prospects, but

could not make a sale. I used to paddle off
in the shop car, and, at the end of the week
would reoort the "prospects" to the Boss, try­
ins to indicate the degree of heat in each case,
and would be able to report that I had sold
a wire-strainer or a bicycle tube, or some such.
I would say that I was just wasting the firm's
time and money, but the Boss would say,
"Keen on voina, I'm sure things will come
richt, and I am not worrying. Cars will sell.
and we will sell them."

How correct he was, too, but I heard of a
job drivinz John Luke round for his election
carnnaizn. took it. and ended my brief attempt
at bein« a car salesman.

Lookinz back to those days there are many
incidents which interest me still. I remember
the Locomobile steamer I was sent to bring
down from a rival zarage some ten miles dist­
ant. The foreman there was a bit snooty about
the car beina taken away from them and kept
me hancin« around for a counle of hours. I
offered to helo uet it mobile but was told he
would do all or none. Relenting finallv. he
raised steam and told me to clear out with it.
Hell! I had never ever even been in sight of
one before! But, with the honour of the old
firm at stake, I Qat in the driver's seat. ainser­
Iy pulled a handy looking lever, and fortu-
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na tely the 'Mobile wad dled out on to the road,
pu ffing steam most impressively.

I drove round by the o ld football grounds
and climbed do wn to have a look at the out­
fit. I was all stirred up inside , a nd this was
und erstand abl e, fo r on future exa mi na tio n I
fou nd 32 taps an d sto pcocks, a ny one of which
if turned on-or off-at the wrong time m igh t
ha ve put me into orbit yea rs before my time.
An yway, I a rr ived ba ck at the shop safely ,
I believe mu ch to the as to nishment of the Boss
and the rest of the staff.

It had a beautifully built engine a nd ran as
sweetly as a wat ch . I t had twin double-act­
ing cylinde rs, automatic water feed , a nd au to­
mati c air pressure for the benzine fire. I say
automatic, but fre quently these gad gets fa iled,
and o ne had to take ove r manuall y. This was
orovi ded fo r by the designers, a nd there were
manual standbvs for the automatic systems.
He a t was suoolied by a bi g orimus type ben­
zine fire under the vertical bo iler - stra igh t
under the driver's seat it was, too . Ex cess
stea m nr essure wo uld ooe ra te a valve to shut
off the benz ine sunolv but lea ve a p ilot flam e
going. As oressure dronoed. on wo uld go the
main benzine su oolv aga in. (Benzine about 9d.
a gall on th en.) Fa ir enough, but o ne would
be bowl ing a long at a ter rific 15 m.n.h., pres­
sure would mount a nd finally shut off the ma in
burner, wind would blow out the pilot flam e.
stea m pressure wo uld fall, on would go the fue l
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su pply an d ra w ben zin e would pour over the
burners a nd accumul ate in the basin affa ir
which was supposed to shelte r the pilo t flame.
Som e would vap ourise, of course, and then
when yo u at temp ted to re-light it wi th a ma tch ,
there wou ld be a bang and a roar like a jet
wa rm ing up , an d very quickl y both car a nd
dr iver wo uld be good and hot. They were
good tim es, and luckily for me, the Boss a p­
peared to eriioy these inciden ts.

An other time I had gone co urt ing in the
steamer ou t to a fa rm about five mil es away.
A stra tegic joy-ride was pa rt of my sche me so
the bus was pol ished UD to the nines, but I
ran o ut of ben zine on the way. man a ged to
scrouse some ke rose ne a nd tried that , bu t
it would n't vaoourise prooerly a nd we had a
ouite soectacular a nd very soo ty fla re-up. By
the time the fire died down I wa s soot and
burns left. right a nd ce ntre. Just then the
Vica r a nd his fa mily came iiQioqginQ along in
their buczv (wh ich at that moment I thou ght
a very sensible and reliabl e mode of tra nsoort).
a nd as he oassed he ca lled ou t. " Good after­
noon , eniovi nz vourselves I see." An ywav, we
were towe d back home by a lit tle one-cylinde r
Rover which nerformed all r ight on the flat
but uo the hill it bo iled like Pohutu a nd had
to he coo led down with sundry invs of wa ter.

On e horrible affair comes back to mind . I
had becom e pretty slick at " firins -un" and
gett ing und er way with the Locomob ile, and

The locomobile was towed home by a little one -cylinder Rover. Mr Ro ydhouse is sitting at the steamer tiller
and the small boy bolds a jug of water for tbe over-heated Rover.
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the Boss challenged me to equal a certain time.
While he and his striker were busy heating
a steel tyre in the forge ready for the exciting
job of shrinking it on to a wooden dra y wheel,
I got the Loco beautifully polished for a
demonstration to one of my prospects, and
set all the val ves and gadgets ready for the
word "go." Of course I turned the benzine
on full flow BEFORE I had allowed the
va poriser tube to hot-up properly and - I had
the beautiful machine enveloped in a mass of
flames. The Boss and his helper just grabbed
the tins of dirty, rust y, water they had sta nd­
ing round ready to pour over their dray tyre
to shrink it when in place on the wheel , and
sloshed them all over the poor Loco. What a
mess! Fifty years lat er, the old Boss still
used to refer to my "record attempt" and it
lost nothing in the re-telling. E ventually, the
stea mer was built into a waggon with a coke­
fired boiler and a four foot funnel, and was
used carting wheat from the Railway to the
local flour mill. It would run all day on a
kero-tin of coke and some chips.

They were good times . Pay was -a secondary
considera tion and overtime was unheard of. I
would often go back after tea with other
members of the staff and try and finish some
job or other, or to work on something that
had cau ght our -fancy. Often the Boss would
be in the blacksmith shop smelting some brew.
He was an artist and could forze - a piece of
metal into some pa rt wh ich would have taken
months to get out from England .

One gem of a car I remember was the Crest­
mobile with a double tubular chassis, one
hun g inside the other with coil sorings at each
corner. It had a single cylinder air-cooled
engine sitt ing in a cradle on the front axle. Fuel
tank was in the body so the fuel had to be
fed via rubber tubing. Lubrication was elemen­
tary. When the driver thouzht it necessary. he
stopped, got out a tin of oil and a syringe
like a bike purnn with a bit of copper tube
on the end . unscrewed a nlus on the crankcase.
and administered several "shots" of oil. One
day. driving it through one of the numerous
small fords . T ran into deenish water and she
stooned with a bang. The carburettor air­
intake had taken in a gulo of water and the
piston head was busted. The Boss melted UP

some kind of alloy, made a casting, and thread­
ed it into the skirt of the smashed piston, and
away she went again . The engine was started
by stand ing up on the floor and giving an al­
mighty heave up with a big leather strap com-
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ing through a slot. The str ap was coiled round
a pulley on the end of the crankshaft, and a
return spring would re-wind it. Usually noth­
ing would happen, sometimes it would start,
and sometimes it would backfire and you would
be pulled violently down to crack your head
on the dashboard! We tried to alter this by
bringing the strap out the front. It was a bit
less painful, but the bus had to be " a nchored"
in some way. The transmission was all by
chains and there were two clutches for the two
speeds. Very simple, speci ally reverse which
was achieved by gett ing out and pushing.

Another one I remember was a Model "T "
Ford which I drove from Wellington to the
Wairarapa for a demonstration. It was the
first car I had driven that had the guards
joined to the body. The Hutt Road was a
series of potholes full of water and it was grea t
to see the spray just peel away on either side
of me instead over me. I had gone to the City
by train over the old Rimutaka Incl ine. What
an ordeal that was; seen now in retrospect,
with the choking smoke from the Fell centre­
rail engines in the three tunnels. I stayed the
night with the motor Manager of the Rouse
and Hurrel Coachbuilding Co., of Courtenay
Place, Wellington. He and I each dr ove a car
up next day, but his firm still looked with
scorn on motor cars at that time.

At one time in Wellington, I had a drive in
a Ford six-cylinder. When I ha ve mentioned
this car, my hearers have often been quite un­
believing that there ever was such a car, but
recently I was told by a Vintage Car Club
member that it would have been a Model "X."
(That would be an interesting find .-Ed.) I
seem to remember it being a ma ss of wire s.
I wonder if it had dual ign ition?

By the way, the tyre tubes on the Loco­
mobile were unusual. A long straight length,
about 10 feet , with tapering ends which over­
lapned in the tyre . If overlapped too much
there was a horrible bump each revolution,
and if not enough, there was a nasty depres­
sion in the cover. Cl have used one of these
tubes on a motorcycle rear wheel. Very handy,
one could replace it without having to re­
move the wheel.-R.P.)

They were happy days.

QUIZ
The car pictured in September issue was a

Pathfinder, belonging to Australian enthusiast ,
Mr Bugg .
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In spite of the fact that, in 1926, more
than 4000 people, in between seven and eight
hundred cars, made the trip to Muriwai for
the sixth annual beach races, the beginning
of the end was in sight. Muriwai, with all its
attractions as a natural racing venue, was a
very long way from the city . The roads, al­
though improving year by year, were never
first class ; and the bottleneck of traffic that
was always a potential threat to good organisa­
tion was sufficient to deter quite a number of
people.

As well, there was talk of a race track
nearer the centre of town, and when George
Henning put forward definite proposals to go
ahead with Henning's Speedway at Mangere,
no doubt thousands of the sport's patrons
heaved great sighs of relief.

The pull of the beach racing was still con­
siderable, and showed little sign of giving way,
but in the background there was the growing
possibility of an equally enjoyable day out
much nearer home.

As well, there was a hint of things to come
in the races themselves that year. For five
years, five different cars had taken the honours
in the main race for the New Zealand Motor
Cup. In 1926 yet another car, thi s time a
Stutz driven by Mr R. B. Wilson, took the
trophy, followed it up in 1927 with a second
win, and completed the hat-trick in 1928, By
doing so, Bob Wilson won the trophy out­
right, in accordance with the rules of the race
that had been laid down some years earlier.
That same cup, a handsome example of the
silversmith's art, is still very much in circula­
tion. It is competed for yearly by a different
breed and generation of racing drivers as the
major trophy in New Zealand's motoring event
of the year-the New Zealand Grand Prix. It
is, in effect, a direct link with the beginnings
of motor racing in New Zealand, and as such,
its present designation is worthy of it.

In 1926, "the first year of the Stutz,' it
seemed that Wilson was up against some pretty
fierce competition . Ranged against him were
the two Sunbeams of C. W. F. Hamilton (one
driven by M, G. Wills), Irving's Bugatti that
had performed so creditably on the beach in
earl ier races, A. W. Haydon 's Ford, A. R. E.
Messenger's Special , an important piece of
machinery, G. R. Stuart's Hudson, and the
Mercer of Howard Nattrass.

THE HEAVY METAL Part 7 1926-27-28, Stutz Rampant
By W. Capper-Starr

From a rolling start, the Ford was first
away, followed by Hamilton in the Sunbeam
four, Wilson's Stutz, Wills in the Sunbeam
eight, and the Mercer. The Bugatti and the
Hudson were early withdrawals, and not long
after them the very quick Ford drew into the
enclosure, together with Nattrass's Mercer. The
field was decimated well and truly , and the
race was a near-procession of Sunbeam, Stutz
and Sunbeam. Ne xt time round the Stutz had
the lead, but Wills' Sunbeam was almost on his
exhaust pipe with Hamilton within easy str iking
distance. But they couldn 't catch Wilson, and
on the following lap he showed up a good half
a mile in front of Wills, who led the previous
year's winner by another half-mile . The Stutz
crossed the line victorious , and returned a time
of 35 minutes 37 seconds-two full minutes
faster than the previous year's.

If 1926 had been something of a proces­
sion toward the close of the big race, 1927
must also be blamed for providing a similar
follow-my-leader event. In all, seven cars lined
up under the starter in that year, and as well as
the Stutz there were Hope Bartlett's Sunbeam,
C. F . Armstrong's Bentley, D . F . Bauchop's
Thomas Special, R. D. Wraight's Chrysler,
Hamilton's Sunbeam, and Dick Messenger's
Special. With a line-up like this , spectators
could be forgiven for expecting an exciting
race, but when the cars rushed across the line
the Bentley was already firing on only three

( Ily cou r tes y W. Cupp ee -St.ar- r )

Left: The N.Z. Light Car Cup .
Right: The Ladies' Trophy.
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cylinders, and both it and the Thomas Spe cial
withdrew, bef or e completion of the first ten
mile la p, with mechani cal troubles. (We qu ery
the a ppea rance of the 1914 Sunbeam in 1927,
coul d it perhaps have been the Wil1s 1922
LO.M .-Ed.)

L ess than two minutes after getting aw ay , the
rem a inder of the field was o ut of sig ht down
the be ach, and when they ca me in sight aga in
it was the Sunbeams of Bartlett and H amilton
that led the field, with the Stutz not 50 yards
behind them. T he Me ssenger Special was half
a mile back , with the sa me d istance separa ting
it fro m the Wr aight Chrysler. Times reco rded
for those first ten miles showed that the three
lead cars wer e a mere two seconds ap art at 7
min. 10 sec. , 7 min. 12 sec ., and 7 min . 14 secs .
It was still, vir tua lly, a nybody's race.

Next tim e pas t the H amilton Sunbeam was
leading the Stut z by less than a dozen ya rds,
with Bartlett 20 ya rds beh ind them. Messen­
ger's Specia l was o ut of it, and wh ile the ca rs
were o ut of sight on the next lap the Chrys ler,
together with H amilton in the Sunbeam , fol­
lowed the Special off the beach. Two were left,
the Sunbeam of Bartlett a nd Wilson's Stutz,
wi th o nly four seconds betwee n them at the
end of lap th ree . Southward they swept down
the beach and into the turn, then north aga in
a nd out of s ight, with the Sunbeam holding
on, for a tim e, to the tail of the Stutz. Lap
four sett led the a rgument , a nd when the cars
came int o sig ht ag ain the Sunbea m so unded ir­
regular. Gradu ally Wilson drew away, and as
he flashed over the line, a clear winner by
more than a mile, the cr owd nearly outbid the
ca rs as noisemak ers. R . B. Wil son became
that year the onl y man to have won the Ne w
Zeal and Motor Cup twice in successio n.

It will have been no ticed fro m all thi s that
Mr Hamilton 's Sunbeam a nd the Wilson Stutz
were enjoy ing so meth ing of a tussle for the
lead honours-in spite of the decimat ion of
the field in 1926 and 1927 . Both cars wer e
well-prepared, an d both were bein g most car­
a bly driven , a nd as such they were very well
mat ched. And, in 1928, Mur iwa i Beach , crowd­
ed wi th no fewer than 3000 specta tors saw them
once again "fighting it out" for the Motor
C up.

Th is was a yea r o f few thrills on Muriwai ,
but the changing of the race layout to incor­
porate eleven turns- giving six la ps of 8-}
mil es each, mad e it mo re enjoyable from a
specta tor point of view. While speed was still
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the essence of the thin g on the stra ight s, skill
and adeptness in the turns was required from
the dr ivers.

As well as the two now -regula r co ntes ta nts,
there was Nattrass in the Mercer , Keith Cut­
ten's Mill er Special, A. East in a Buga tt i, the
Thomas Special which pulled out after the
first lap , when the order was Stutz, Mill er
Specia l (bot h neck and neck), Bugatti , a nd the
Sunbeam fo ur leading the eight. By lap two
the Miller was having trouble, being passed
by Hamilton 's Sunbeam a nd the Nattrass Mer­
ce r, a nd by the next lap it was sti ll a round
behind when passed by the Stutz.

Lap four fo und the Stutz and H amilton's
Sunbeam again out in front, Wilson's ca r
be ing 26 seconds ahead of the English machine,
a nd running like a hare. H oward Nattrass lag­
ged three mile s beh ind in h is Mercer, a nd
the little Bugatti was well down the beach.
So it was Wilson and Hamilton again, with
the latter ga ining a littl e as the race pr o­
gressed un til, by lap five, he had closed the ga p
to 17 second s. But the Sunbea m co uldn' t mak e
up the ground entirely, and althou gh both cars
increased speed over the last lap, the Stutz held
its lead to finish a half mile in front, with the
Mercer th ree mile s away in third place.

As far as the New Z ealand Motor C up is
concerned, that wrapped up the Muriwai rac­
ing. Wilson had pulled off the hat trick with
a very fast motorcar, a nd although he was the
o nly man to have won the cup th ree time s in
successio n, a t least Bill H am ilton had the right
to claim that he was almost the only one to
have had the Stutz reall y extended .

Nor was it entirel y speed that mad e the two
ca rs so even. Ability, too , co mes into it, as
was made pla in when the two cars lined up
for a crack a t the Au stralasian Fi ve Mile
Beach Re cord. The Stutz returned an average
speed of 108.4 miles a n hour, wh ich made it a
very mu ch faster car than the Sunbeam , whic h
returned a n average of 95.1. One can 't help
but wonde r, in the face of th is informa tion,
what the result might have been ha d the cars
a nd the ir d rivers been intercha nged . . . (Again
we qu ery the figures q uoted. In 1925 the 1914
Sunbeam held the record with 100.27 m. p.h .
We would welcome ad d itional information on
th is 1928 record .-Ed.)

These three yea rs were not , of co urse, with­
out the interest of the suppor ting race s, and
these events, for the more commo n touring
cars that could have been put on the circuit by
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any driver who so wished, were just as keenly
watched as were the three races for the New
Zealand Motor Cup.

Perhaps second to the big event in import­
ance was the race for the Light Car Cup, and
over the years of Muriwai Beach motor rac­
ing it provided some close tussles and some
surprisingly fast cars-for their size-among
the winners. Perhaps this was just another
hint of things to come, since it is still the
smaller cars that are winning races today, and
while it is true to say that we, as motorists of
today, owe a lot to the mot or racing of OU1

own generation, so do the motor racers of to­
day owe much to their forerunners of thirty and
forty years earlier.

Who, for instance, could deny that Bugaui
was indeed a pioneer in the building of small.
exceedingly small, racing and sports cars? Just
how successful a pioneer he was can be judged
to some extent by the results of the Light Car
Cup race of 1927, when three Bugattis, driven
respectively by Hope Bartlett, A. Irving and
A. Roycroft (father of Ran, and a very know­
ledgeable man on the subject of motoring even
today) came across the line first, second and
third.

Again, in 1928, the name of Bugatti was one
to be reckoned with on the sands of Muriwai.
Only two started in the light car race this year.
but even against the Thomas Special. no mean
mover across the beach, Bugatti was victorious,
with A. East the winning driver.

Going back to 1926 again, we find that
Buddy Farrell's Alvis-by no means a big
car , but already one that was showing the
development of the streamlined bodywork
that took the place of the "sheer weight and
horsepower" monsters of only a few years be­
fore-winning the Light Car Cup from A.
Irving'sBugatti, with an Austin Seven in third
place after yet another Bugatti , in the hands of
A. Roycroft, had fallen by the wayside. Things
to come? Yes, they cou ld be seen clearly with
the hindsight of today. Who hasn't heard at
some stage of a young up-and-coming racing
driver of today ha ving cut his teeth on an
Austin Seven? Who 'hasn't heard of even a
Bugatti falling by the wayside?

And, going back to the subject of what we
owe to the drivers of yesteryear, how many
people didn't have a parent or uncle, brother
or cousin who drove an Essex, a Chev four, a
Buick, a Model T or a Rugby? These, too,
had their place on the sand at Muriwai. In
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the hands of people like a Mrs H. Hayes,
who took first place in a ladies' event in
1926 at the wheel of a Rugby, cars like these
were earning not only a reputation for them­
selves, but a legacy of safety and reliability
for a driver who could have been Mrs Hayes'
grandson, the man next door, you or me . . .

Muriwai certainly wasn't unique or anything
noble and high-sounding like that, but in its
very similarity with racing circuits throughout
the world, it shared something valuable that
made it more than just a stretch of beach.
Courage and perseverance are almost melo­
dramatic words these days, but in those hectic­
happy days of the twenties, when a man 's deeds
were the yardstick by which he was measured,
they formed the intangibles that gave motor
racing its thrill. And as the site cho sen for
the exhibit ion of these qualities in the pioneers
of New Zealand's motor racing, Muriwai Beach
can justly lay claim to a place alongside
Rhe ims, Indianapolis, Watkins Glen , Brands
Hatch and many another motor racing circuit
where history, however small, was made.

There .s ao "W AIriNG LiST" if you
have Overseas Funds. Let New Zea­
land's oldest Ford Dealers help you to
get your new

ANGLIA CONSUL 315

CONSUL CORTINA

ZEPHYR 4 ZODIAC ZEPHYR 6

or one of those attractive special models
like the stylish Con sul Capri, or the

Zephyr Convertible.

FALCON SEDAN

FALCON STATION WAGON

GORDON HUGHAN
LTD.

P.O. ~OX 48, CARTERTON
PHONE 8099

(After hours, R. Porter. 8452)

Licensed Motor Vehicle De alers
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Camera

( By co u r t esy B. F a rre ll )

The 12/50 Alvis of F. G. Farrell, winner of the Light Car Cuu-e-Muriwai, 1926. (See Heavy Metal.)

(By courtesy B. Goodman )

Bill Piddington astride 1913 A.J.S. at Pukaki during Mt. Cook Rally, 1963.

RACES ,
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, RALLI ES

(By co u rtes y " H era ld" )

The famo us 1915 Indiau ap olis Stutz, ou tri ght winner of the N .Z. Mot or Cup, following its victo ries 1926-27-28 .
T he car is in its fina l fo rm with tail replacing bolster tank with Bob Wil son at th e whee l.

(By courtes y n. Goodmn n )

Alec T aylor's Chrysle r 77 at T he Hermitage du ring the Mt. Cook Rall y.
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MOTORCYCLE NOTES

Spare a quid, Sir? The sign read "ADDING ­
T ON SALVAGE CO . We Buy All T ypes of
Scrap Metal. " And jud gin g by the mountains
of junk strew n a round the qu ar ter-acre or so
of ya rd, sellers hadn 't been lack ing. We pick ed
our way along the na rrow tracks between the
piles of scrap , hurrying pas t one twenty-foot­
high heap on top of which an a ncient car
chassi s balanced precariously, rocking in the
breeze. A crane lifted a rusted boiler from
off a tru ck and deposited it on a no ther pile,
while a bulldozer cleared a track through the
sea of debris littering the fl oor of the yard,
sweeping a ll before it to form the nucl eus of
yet an oth er heap. "Do you mind if we have a
look a ro und?" we inquired of the overa lled
indi vidual who emerged fro m a dog-kennel­
sized office in a corner of the ya rd. "And by
the way , do you ever turn up a ny old motor­
bikes on your metal-buying tou rs?" "Motor­
bikes?" he replied contemptuously. "T hey're
about two pence a dozen-well, no t quite, of
course, but we never pay more than ten boh
each for them-the small amou nt of useful
metal in the averag e one hardly makes it worth
while. T here 's a row of 'e m a long the fence
beh ind that big pile- you ca n have your pick
of 'em for a quid each, less the tyres if there
are any." We strolled acro ss in the d irection
he indicate d, and there, sure enough, were
seven or eigh t woe -begone-Iooking mount s of
a ncient vintage, some stand ing precariousl y on
wobbly rear stands, some throw n against the
wire-netting fence, and others lying on their
side s in the mud. T wo K ing Dicks of a bout
1912 vintage stood forlornly propp ing each
other up, looking in imminen t da nger of fall­
ing on top of a still more ancie nt Triumph
which lay in a pool of wat er, wh ile a Singer,
minus its front wheel , lay against the fence .
A twin l ames, minus both cylinders and with
its cra nkcase full of water, stood drunkenly
beside a derelict which examinati on ident ified
as an Arno, wh ile stand ing aloof, like a broken­
down aris toc ra t determined to preserve his
dignit y to the last, stood a striki ngly well-pre­
served Rover with hardly a blem ish on its red­
a nd-silver tank. With what may ha ve been a
last gesture of respect fot the old warrior,
someo ne had covered it with a sheet of rusty
corr upa ted iron. We prowled aro und this
graveyard of once proud models now awai ting

By Geoff Hockley

the breaker' s hammer, th inking that the y
deserved a less ignorn inous fat e after their
yea rs of faithful service, a nd then , gla ncing at
our watch a nd findin g tha t t ime had flown,
we departed, thanking the proprie tor for his
invita tion to call again any tim e we felt in­
clined.

Sins of Omission. No , readers, the above
isn't a flight of fancy or a pipe dream , but a
true a nd acc ura te description of the scene at
64 Harm an Street, Addington , Christchurch ,
where a ncient motorcycles of all ma kes were
to be picked up for the pr incely sum of a
pound a piece (no te that " were") and the ground
was so littered with bits and pieces that you
were qu ite likely to trip over a n engine or gear­
box in the co urse of your wa nderings. But
don 't both er to rush off to the a bove address
in the hope that some traces of these relics
still rem a in, because the complete establishme nt
has lon g since folded up and no trace of its
existence rema ins. You see, the perio d we've
been referring to was 1941 or thereab outs, when
the co untry was bein g combed from end to
end in search of scrap for the wa r effor t a nd
junkyards were bulging at the sea ms with scra p
metal a nd old machinery of every description
(includ ing old motorcycles). "But," we hear you
ask, "do you mean to say that you didn't take
the opportun ity of picking up eve n one of
those bikes for a mere song?" Al as, ' twas even
so (th ough at a lat er date, as you sha ll hear , we
at oned to a certa in extent for these sins of omis­
sion). But a t the time when we co uld ha ve
carted away the whole co llec tion for next to
noth ing, circumstances were so mewha t unfav­
oura ble-for one thin g, we were bein g boarded,
clothed, and fed by H.M. Government, a state
of affairs which looked as though it might con­
tinu e indefinitely (no, no, we don't mean to in­
fer that we were residing at Mt. Eden or Papa­
roa -we sho uld have made it clear that it was
the N.Z . Army to which we are referring) a nd
opportunities for do ing rest orat ion job s seemed
limited, to say the least. Then, again, at this
tim e, storage presented somewhat of a probl em .
So, not without a pang at the thought of the
old Rover, in par ticular, being fed into the
maw of the war machine, we rather relu ctant­
ly let the opportunity slide, resolving to pay
the place another visit when time permitted.
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Bargain Basement. Due to various circum­
stances, it was nearing the end of the war when
the cha nce pre sented itself to visit H arman
Street again . The scene was somewha t cha ng­
ed-gone wer e the monumental piles of scrap,
and the establishment, though still functioning,
was lacking the feverish acti vity noticea ble on
our pr evious visi t, and sa d to relate, not a
bike was to be seen at first gla nce. But we
caught a glimpse of faded red enamel amongst
a motley collection of junk, and with the yard
owner's permission , we exc itedly set about un ­
earth ing two really rare spec imens of the Red­
ski n tr ibe. One was revealed as a 1913 big
twin , with single gear and clutch, plus (of all
things) a coaster brake in the rear wheel, and
the other a 1915 5 h.p, "little twin" three-speed
model. Pr ices seemed to have slumpe d so me­
what, for we purchased both for 15/-, and
bore them home in triumph on a borrowed
truck. Now, de ar readers, we'd dearly love to
be a ble to announce that after a n interval of
twenty years we are about to un veil th ese two
models restored to their pri stine glory , but
alas! it ain't so. Establishing a business after
the war seemed to leave no time for pottering
around with the o ld redskins, wh ich in an y
case were in a sa d sta te of decay through years
of expo sur e to the elements, and by the time
we were able to indulge in a little leisure, and
had been severely bitten by the V. & V. motor­
cycle bug, the o ld bikes had a lm ost di senteg­
rat ed beyond recall -but not quite. The " 5
h.p ." model was passed on to a member of
the fa m ily who , we must confess, possesses the
very essential tra its of patience a nd per sever­
ance to a mu ch larger de gree than th e write r.
A recent insp ect ion of the restoration project
indi cates that there is every chance of this
unique model making its debut at ne xt Feb­
ru ary's motorcycl e rally , a t which it sho uld
a tt rac t plenty of a ttention . Incidentally, thanks
a re due to Iv an Happer and Ray Sheannan
for contributing sundry bit s a nd pieces, with­
out which the project would have had little
chance of bein g co m pleted .

What's Cooking in the V. & V. Motorcycle
World. No ap ologies for reminding you at
this early date of the 1964 V. & V. Motor­
cycle R ally, scheduled for Februa ry 29. (I n­
cidentally, some well-known northern enthusi­
asts have already booked their passages on the
"Aramoana"). At this stage, of course, noth­
ing definite in the way of a pr ogramme has
been arr a nged, but we hear th at Norm K ing
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will be orga nising the entire function-nuff
sa id ! We hop e to arran ge a large di splay of
V. & V. mot orcycle photos a t the eve ning
" do" .. . . Some very interesting restoration
p ro jects are well und er way. In add ition to
Maurie H ockley's 1915 Hedstrom Indian men­
tioned ab ove, Masterton's Glennie Bull has his
1916 R eading-Standard co ming a long very
nicely, as evidenced by a photo received recent­
ly. Hope it makes an appearance here in
February, as this is another "only specimen in
ca ptiv ity" mod el. (We ac q uired the R-S on the
West Coast some years ago, but somehow we
" d ied" on the restoration of it and Glennie
acq uired it from us. When we see it after a
typical Bull do-over, we'll be gr indi ng our
teeth at not ha ving ke pt it) . . .. Rumour has
it that George H olst ein is re ad ily going to
town on h is 1920 A.J.S. twin. N o grea ter con­
trast could possibly be imagined than the pre­
se nt state of the "Ajay" a nd the co nd ition in
which it was ridden around Christchurch for
ne arl y 40 yea rs by the orig inal owner, who,
we think we are safe in saying, never cleaned
it during that entire per iod. Wonder if he'd
recognise George's "Black Beauty" now ? .. . .
An interest ing vetera n which is really under­
goi ng the " trea tment" is the ex-Ray Shearman
Alldays Matchless. This is now owned by Brian
Brown. At a N . & N. evening some months ago ,
Br ian brought a long the front wheel of the old
AlId ays just to show the boys tha t he reall y
was getting cracking on the job-new bearings,
new plated rim and spokes , new tyre a nd tube,
hub plated-in fact, if the rest of the bike is
don e to thi s sta nda rd, Bri an will be supplying
the specta to rs with smo ked glasses . . . Timaru's
father-and-son team, Stan and Al an Brehaut
(yo u' ll remember Alan as the owner of a really
super b Douglas) are mak ing steady progress
wi th the restorati on of their 1924 H enderson

(By co u r t es y G. H ockley )

Rejuvenated Redskin on the warpath by 1964 ?



PAG E T WE NT Y

De Lu xe, which should be a reall y imp osing
add ition to the vintage ranks when co mpleted.
The senior partner in the team is no stra nger
to H end ersons, having ow ned a brand new
specimen back in 1925. .. . A recent interest­
ing discover y, whil e on the topic of four­
cylinde r machinery, was a 1928 Ind ian Ace,
located in a disman tled cond ition a t Lake
Wan a ka. Although not under cove r the
mach ine was in a n exce llent sta te of preserva­
tion , but-here's the snag- it has a broken
cra nksha ft, a n item which might be so mewha t
hard to come by . . .. E ver seen a Moto-Reve
engine? We recently gaze d in fascina tion at
one of these tiny V-twin Swiss-built power
unit s, a discove ry of Jack Wilkins. This dimi­
nutive engine is beautifully made a nd an un­
usual feature is that the big-ends are unbushed,
the steel rod s running direct on the steel crank­
pin . The only item missing on Jack's specimen
is the magneto-can anyo ne be of help? . . .
Elev en quid was the price paid recentl y for a
1929 350 Douglas in origina l condition , the
vendo r, so we are told , being the or iginal
owner. We'r e never around when these so rt of
thin gs ha ppe n!

The First Self-Commencer. What was the
first motor cycle to fit a self-s ta rter as sta ndard
equipme nt, a nd in what yea r? We were asked
th is qu est ion recently, a nd we th ink we a re cor­
rect in nom inating the 1913 Fl ying Me rkel for
this dou btful distin cti on (we say "doubtful,"
becau se in the case of the E M. the gadget
wasn't a success and cos t the mak ers a lot
of mon ey). But it was the ea rliest step in the
dire cti on of eliminat ing the tire some chore of
ped allin g or pushin g to sta r t, and the idea
itself was a good one. The gimmick fitted to
the EM. was a proprietary arti cle manufac­
tured by the Ever-Ready Starter Co., and con­
sisted of a very str ong spring attac hed to the
front sprock et shaft, whi ch spun the engine
starter. We have never seen a s.s. Merk el, but
a picture gives the impression that the gad get
was quite neat and compact, being conta ined
in a circula r nickel-plated case. But sad to say ,
there were so many bugs in the device that
irat e own ers dubbed it the Never-Ready, and
subsequently the Ever-Read y Co. found itself
facing a heavy damages cla im from the Merkel
Co ., wh ich had dropped a hefty packet in try­
ing to remedy customers' compla ints. The 1914
Merkels a ppea red minus sta rters a nd relied on
the co nvent iona l ped als to coax the machines
in to life. (I ncidenta lly, 1914 saw an other make
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listing a self-sta rting model-Indian "Hendee
Specia l," which employe d a 6-v. sta r ter-genera­
tor system with two batter ies.) One a t least of
these models was to be seen in Chr istchurch
ea rly in 1914, and it sta rted effor tlessly a t the
touch of a button, to the wonderment of all
a nd sundry. But electrical equ ipme nt, par ticu­
la rly ba tteri es, was far from perfect in those
days, and the electric-sta rti ng Ind ia n was bese t
by troubles which caused the mak ers to drop
the "Special" from the ir I 9 15 ran ge.

More About Merkels, We noticed that a
member of a n Au stral ian vintage ca r club
owns a Flying Merkel. F ew a re still in ex ist­
ence, a nd we doubt if the most intensive co mb­
ing of this country would produ ce a tra ce of
one (though Andy Thomson tells us that there
definit ely was one in his distri ct some yea rs
ago, which has defied all his efforts to trace).
A few were imported by the once well-k nown
motorcycle firm of Scott in Dunedin, a nd
some time ago a Duned in o ld-timer conducted
an intensive sea rch for a surv iving spec ime n.
Six months of spa re-time fossicking brought to
light the rusted remainder of a Merkel fra me !

( By co u r tes y G. H oc k le y I

1913 S.S. Merkel. For 1914, back 10 pedals.

There were a few Merkels in the Nelson dis­
trict , but all traces of them seem to ha ve
vanished also. Well, we hope Andy is still keep­
ing his nose to the gro und up in the wilds of
Kairanga, becau se the d iscovery of a com plete
specimen of a F .M. would be an occasion in­
deed . The Merkel , incidentally, has another
claim to fam e in that it must have been one
of the very ea rl iest users of the swing-arm type
of spring frame. Note the lar ge tubular ho us­
ing under the sadd le in which the spring was
locat ed , a design similar in prin ciple to the
modern Vin cent system . The lar ge tubular oil
tank formed part of the fra me. The standard
M erkel finish was a br ight yellow wh ich ea rned
these machi nes the nicknam e of " Yellow
Jacket."
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IS THE TIME

AUCKLAND
IS THE PLACE

for
Auckland V. & V. Car Club1s 1964 North ' Is. Easter Rally

In return for your entry fee you

will participate in, and enjoy . . .

. . . the gymkhana, the timed run, the picnic, the concours, the dinner/social/dance and

general bun fight .

MAIN VENUE - WESTERN SPRINGS STADIUM
Refr eshm en ts will be availabl e ,

Fer full par ticulars , con tact : r. C. LEW IS,

324 RICHAR DSON ROAD,

MT , ROSKILL, AUCK LAND ,

Entries clos e February 20, 1964. Late entries close February 29, '19 6 4.
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An Apology. Som ewh er e a ro und is a per­
so n whose o pi nio n o f us is probably lo wer than
a ce lla r- the chap who ki nd ly sent us a nice
headlam p (acetylene type) complete with red
and gr een "part and sta rbo a rd" len ses, nicely
packed in a cardboard ca rto n, which a lso con­
tained a no te from th e genero us don or. Just
whe re the note d isa ppea red to, we haven 't yet

fathom ed , but we suspect it was acc identa lly
thrown out with th e ca rto n, and its loss is the
reason why we haven't been ab le to drop a note
of th anks to th e do no r, not having his nam e
a nd add ress. We ho pe that if he reads that he 'll
acc ep t our assuran ce that we're really not as
bad-mannered as he probably th inks we are!

STAMPS

15JAHREMOTOR1S1ERUNG DESV£RKEHRS

SURAL "AUTO-HOBBY"

Ph ct os of ra re Eur opean, foreign c lassic a nd spec ia l

in te rest ca rs. Al so man y othe r items for the co llecto r.

OEUTSCHE B U N D[ S PO~ T10

Post Box 767, Hanau/Main ,

West Germany.

Model Kits of

1908 PEUGEOT AND

1923 CITROEN CARS.

Scale Models of

ANTIQUE, FIAT, ALFA, ISOTTA,

MERCEDES AND OPEL CARS.

T wo earlier sta mps , issued in 1936 to publ i­
cise th e Berl in M ot or Show a nd th e 50 th a n­
nive rsa ry of the moto rca r, showed po rtrai ts of
the two men. A nd , in 1961, a nother sta mp ce le­
brating the 125th a nniversa ry of Germany's
first railway was issued, so tha t these two
aspects of the history of transport as we know
it have co me togeth er in-of all plac es- the
pa ges o f a sta m p a lbu m.

In this age of pr ogress, when eve n space
flight is no lon ger an yth ing like a novelt y, i ts
too easy to fo rget th at not mu ch more than a
century has passed since the movement of a ny­
one was restricted to th e speed of th e hor se .

In the la te 1830 s. rail ways were be ginn ing to
so read throu gh th e length and br eadth of
Britain . a nd soon afte rwa rds we re introd uced
into other co untries, thus br inging abou t a
gre at socia l, as well as ind ustria l, revolution.
In this la tter respect. the Duke of We llin gton,
for o ne, was strongly opposed to railways on
the grounds that th ey would encourage the
lower classes to move a bo ut. Democra cy. the n
as now, was largel y jus t a n un workable ideal.

Before the 19th ce ntury was out, the seco nd
grea t transport rev olution had arrived . Few
could ever hone to ow n their own railway
line but with the a rri val of the inte rnal co m­
bu stion eng ine, nrivate road tr an sport had be­
come at last a practica l possib ilit y.

As we all know, so me of the earl iest exneri­
men ters in this work had their factories in Ger­
m any an d, in 1885 , Karl Benz was dri ving a
mo to rise d tr icycle th rou gh the stree ts of
M u nich a t the then breathtakinz soeed of 15
rn.o.h .. while Gottl ieb D aimler. a former
a ooren tice to a gunm aker , built his first car
the following year. The comnanies for med by
these tru 1v great o ionee rs of ro ad transnort
were comb ined int o o ne huge organi sati on in
1926.

T o co mmemo ra te the oas sa ve of 75 vears
of moto r ised transport. the West German Gov­
ernm ent issued in 1961 two starn os tha t bore
the siz natures of both D aimler a nd Benz, to­
«ethe r with illu strat ion s of their earlv veh icles.
T he o ne show n here deoicts one of Gottl ieb
D a imler's ea rliest vehic les. a nd a ltho ugh the
starn o carries h is signa tur e centred above th e
till er. it is lost in a black and wh ite repro­
duction .
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( By c o ur t es y H . Eas te r broo k -S m i t h )

Pioneers re-united. Mike Poynton and Hotchkiss around the top bend at th e Pa ekakariki Hill Climb in
1951. Mike and Hotchkiss will be seen next at the Haast, We reserve thi s space for any other Pioneer mem­

bers and cars who are contemplating the Haast,

1893
TECHNICAL

AUCKLAND

or

BOO K S
WELLINGTON

1963
l T D.

Ca n supp ly yo u wit h an y book in p rin t on Au to En gin eering and Mai nt €·na nc e , Ve ter-a n and Vin tage
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Mad am ,

In the last issue of Beaded Wh eels you made
no te of the ex tension of the Club to incl ude
" indi vidua l examples of Post V intage
Thorou ghb reds." Whi le on the surface this
a ppears to be a very good ide a, I feel that
the move has no t been mooted as th orou ghl y
as it should have been .

I , wit h a few others. have the feeling that
the Club is not all that it might be . This new
class , wit h its radically d ifferent criterion of
elig ibility, seems to provide excuse for a re­
organisa tio n of the who le movement.

Few would ar gue with the se tu p of the
Ve tera n section; even ba re historical grounds
are exc use enough for their preserva tion. The
Vin tage cla ss ifica tio n, however, leaves much to
be desired . The plain fact of the ma tter is
that many ca rs in the Club just do not merit
the title "V in tage" . The method of classifica­
tion, based strict ly on age. is liable to let
some people imagine that a ny ca r made after
1931 is, for some myst ical rea son , inferior.
Whereas in ac tual fact most of the Post-Vin tage
ca rs are a good dea l more hones t in de sign
and workmanship than their Vin tage forbea rs .

Wh y not therefore make th is time the op ­
portunity to separate the wheat from the chaff
of the Vin tage period and have one class say
from 19 19-1939 to include the (for wan t of a
better term) thoroughbred vehicles; while the
more mundane machinery remains as a class
by itself wit hin the pre sent Vintage period .

This solu tion would a lign the T horoughbred
cars with their peers of the Vin tage period ,
whi le the more "cook ing" vehicles would still
have a p lace in th e movemen t, if only to cor­
rec t the impression that every thi ng produced
before 1931 is of excep tiona l meri t. I admit
that this mo ve is unlikely to be ma de, if onl y
because the major ity of members would di slike
having the ir cars re legated to their proper
sta tion.

Leaving this subject , the re still remains the
problem of the "Thoroughbreds" . At present
the posi tion of the se cars is rat her chaotic,
notwithstand ing the good in tentions of th ose
who voted to admit them . Surely some guidance
should have been given to th ose who wish to
bri ng such cars into the Cl ub . Obviously a
car of good name is not enough, but what bias
will be revealed by the people who inspect
the cars ? Wi ll they want a beautifu l piece of
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restoration, or will they welcome the man who
maintain s his car wit h the main a im of dri ving
it? As a corollary of the fore-going, will the
club go the "Concours Vintage" wa y and de­
mand adherence to origina l spe cifica tions, or
wi ll they allow the owners of these "Improved
Vintage" cars to modify their cars as is
eviden tly the case in the U.K. ?

Another fac tor wh ich ne eds to be considered
is that of the judges themselves. D o they rea lly
have the qualifications necessary to appreciate
a good car ? Persona lly I doubt it. The average
delegate to the A.G.M ., wedded as he is to an
inferior vehicle and mistaken idea ls, has no
ya rds tick by which to judge a delicious piece
of machinery.

FinaJly, now is the time for a good nam e to
be chosen for the se cars . P.V .T. as used in the
UK. is unsa tisfac tory, if only because it has
connota tions forei gn to the in ten tions of this
C lub . Here it is no t the intention to spec ify
makes and models, nor I hope to regard the
class as a poor relat ion . " Class ic" on the other
hand a lso fai ls to fill the bill, bringing up as
it does visions of meaty Automobilia Ameri­
ca na , wh ich, good though the y may be , are no t
the w hole story.

New names for th ings alway s cause co n­
troversy (vide D ecim al Coinage), but I wou ld
like to suggest that the name "Cour ser" would
be a pt. Anyone fo r an ar gument ? I am, your s,
etc ., GEO. T. TOFIELD.

[It is appa rent that the writ er ha s not full y
acquain ted himself with the organisation of the
Club, or has he learnt of the recently
d iscussed sys tem of acceptan ce of P .V .T. cars.
It is even mo re appa rent th at Mr Tofield is
being preten tio us, assum ing , as he is, the
responsibili ty of rele gat ing men and ma ch ines
int o a filing system in order to sa tisfy his in­
sa tiable des ire for an undefined ideal. We
unders tand he has owned ? cars for ? years
and been a mem ber of this Club for ? yea rs .

We can therefore hope, that in truth , he is:

"Over men's heads walking aloft
With tender feet treading so soft " .-Ed.]

Madam ,

I am sorry tha t my fa cetious remark abou t
the press shou ld pro ve such a thorn in the cush­
ion of Mr Capper-Starr's ed itoria l chair. As
readers a nd contr ibu tors with a common in te r­
est-the love of old cars and Vintage motoring
- I feel we should accept the material published
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in this journal in the sp irit 10 which it is
intended .

Sure, genera lisations a re poor , and I consider
it a genera lisa tio n to say all journa lism is based
on cer ta in eth ics a nd a lar ge a mount of inte­
grity. Pr opagand a is fed to us by some kni ght s
of the pen whic h is neith er ethica l nor sound .

BOOK REVIEWS
THE GORDON BENNETT RACES, by Lord

Montague of Bea lieu; published by Cas­
sell. 36/ - (U.K . price).

For thos e with an interest in the early his­
tory of Motor R acing there have been few
books published that are not mere re-hashings
of Gerald Roses' grea t "R ecord of M otor Rac­
ing" with sui table das hes of co lour from
Charles Jarrott ; and , to be truthful your re­
viewer was ra ther expec ting the sa me old tre at­
ment from the late st ad dition to the wo rks
sponsored by Lo rd Monatgue. In fac t nothing
could be furt her fro m the tru th a nd the re­
sults of Mi chael Sedgwick's resea rches is a
very co mplete recor d of tha t famo us series of
Intern at ion al M otor R aces for the Gordon
Bennett Intern at ion al Cup.

Not onl y are there the fullest deta ils of the
Politics, the Personnel an d the Ca rs but also
details of all the National Eliminating Con­
tests and the ca rs that were elimina ted in these
as well as thei r more successful and famous
contem poraries.

1.'here are some wo nder ful ne w photog rap hs
which are most interest ing. Though the style
is rather " journa lesse," probab ly by virtue of
the many direct qu otati ons fro m the co ntem­
por ary technical press, it is most read able and
a well told sto ry . T here is also a lon g cha p­
ter cover ing the Go rdo n Be nnett cups fo r
both ball oons a nd aerop la nes a nd even po wer
boa ts.

There is a n excellent index a nd series of
ap pe ndices giving tab ulat ed result s of all races
and abbrev ia ted speci ficatio ns of all ca rs that
ha ve been built for the Go rdon Benn ett.

This book is thorou ghl y recommended.

THE ROLLS ROYCE OWNER. Published
month ly from The Law n, SI. Leona rds
on Sea, Sussex.

The first issue of th is ver y special ist maza-
. b

zine has come to us recently a nd ca rries much
really interesting vin tage ma teria l. An article
on the preparation of the R .R . ar mo ured ca rs

PAGE TW E NTY -FI VE

It was Osca r Wilde who wro te "I n old days
men had the rack- now they have the press."

My co mment about the press in the notes on
the 2nd N.Z. Bentley A lpine R all y are not
origina l. Od dly enough I find they ca n be
attributed to one Ni cho las Bentl ey (1907).
Yo urs, etc .- B. W. Bickerton.

for the film of "Lawrence of Arabia" was most
interestin g as is an all too short account of the
special luxu ry touring coachwork for Silver
Ghosts developed by L ion el Rapson, There
is admittedly no t mu ch text for one's monev in
this first issue, bu t we wish the venture well "and
can commend it to the R .R. " fa ithful."

HAWKES BAY NOTES AJ .S.
Lab our weekend a nd our Annua l Rally and

Gy mkha na were away to a flying sta rt with
beautiful wea ther and the arrival of our outside
entries, travell ing in some very nice vintage
machin ery. T hese included an Austin 16/6, an
Ansald o a nd a Studebaker T ourer arr iving to
sample " the Bay's" hosp ita lity.

Unfortunately no co ncours d' Elegance was
held, though it would have posed a problem in
the vintage section with so ma ny well restored
cars. The timed tri als ended at Es kda le Park
this year and the en tra nts in their var ious sec­
tions for veteran, vin tage a nd modern vehicles
were full of pra ise for the ind ividu al orga nisers.

The No vember Noggi n and Na tter was held
in Hastin gs, where a selection of the Firestone
films ; "Year s of Yesterday" were show n to
a very a pprecia tive aud ience .

Sunday, 24th November, a nd we were off on
a Scavenger T rial which finished at Le s Lem­
mon 's home in Pu ketit iri. Les has 5000 sq. ft.
of shed and store roo m on his pr operty and cer­
tainl y has a collectio n of ca rs and parts to
whet an y enthus ias t's a ppe titite.

Restorations are still proceedi ng well with
Ron Duley's 1913 F ord T nea rly comp leted
and Charlie Bla ck 's 1913 Ove rland coming
along well. It's certainly very heartening to see
these veterans approach ing road worth iness.

Harry Dodson and his 1925 Chrysler Toure r
have now taken up residence in Well ington and
we wish them every success the re.

In concluding we woul d l ike to wish our
kindred clubs a very merry Christmas a nd the
best of vintage mot or ing in the New Year.
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SOUTH CANTERBURY
NOTES by Bria n A. Good rnan

Well, sin ce our las t report thi s branch has
been most ac tive. Fi ve mem bers a tte nded the
Na tio na l AG .M .. we ha ve ha d a pic nic run to
Tekapo which saw a lot of mod ems and four
vintage mach ines but a good tim e was had by
a ll on the ice, we have attended bo th the Ger­
ald ine Gala Day and the Otaio Gymkh ana,
plus seve ra l processions, a nd to round every­
th ing off we had our annual M t. Cook R ally
last weekend . A record entry th is yea r, 24 ca rs
and 3 moto rcycles. T he wea ther was grea t a nd
only two car s never made the Hermitage. The
route took us over the Pareora Go rge and in to
the back -b locks behind F a irlie. T he H anging
Rock a nd Ca ttle Va lley areas were well cov­
ered a nd som e very du sty ca rs arrived at Fa ir­
lie for lun ch . A leisurely(?) run up to Pu kaki
follo wed. Aft er din ner a very enj oyable dance
was held in the Pu kaki Sch ool. Sunday a ll ca rs
arr ived at the H erm itage in plenty of tim e for
lunch after battl ing through a gust y dusty no r'­
wester. Afte r a super b lunch we returned to the
Pukaki Inn fo r the d inn er and prize-giving.

Results:
Joh n Ruther ford T ro phy (Ve tera n).-John

McLachlan, 1912 Ca d iliac Fire Tende r.
J. Cra ig T rophy (Bes t Vintage).- Allan H ol­

la nd , 1924 Oakland .
Br ian Goodman T rophy (Be st motorcycle

performance) .- A lan Brehaut. 1915 Triu mph
motorcycle.

Joh n Dowling Cup (Be st Ve tera n overa ll),­
A la n Storer, 1912 Al bion .

Les Laycock Cup (Vi ntage Time Trial).­
Dan Moran , 1920 Morris .

Well , the 8th Mt . Cook R ally is over , and
a ll we ca n say is roll on the 9th!

RALL Y AFTERTHOUGHTS
The most impressive sight was A llan A veri s

and M alcolm F ield on the 1909 Overland rac e­
about To see this "T H UD AND BLUNDER"
machine a ppearing out of the d ust behind you
rea lly looked like th e Par is-M adrid type of
thin g that you see in boo ks .

All an a nd Mr s Bak er fro m Christc hurch
mu st ho ld the record for Mt. Cook ra llies. Out
of eight run s they have bee n on seven and made
it every time. T he Humber mu st know its way
up there blindfold ed by now.

That it was a pit y Bob Beard s1ey ran a bea r­
in g at Pukaki in the "23" A nsa ldo between
T ekapo and Pukaki. However, it ga ve me the
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pleasure of Norm Kin g' s co mpa ny on the rest
of the run . Wh at price A nsa ldos Norm ?

J im Sullivan, Bill Pidd ington a nd T err y Wi l­
son really turned on a first class rally a nd a big
word of than ks mu st go o ut to them.

LOCAL GOSSIP
J im Sullivan has bo ught Don Od die's 41-litre

Bent ley.
J im ha s also run the t imin g gears on his

14 / 40 Vauxhall.
Ia n Barn es and his 1911 K ing D ick motor­

cycle made easy wo rk of the Mt. Co ok run.
Th e old girl never missed a beat

R odn ey Don has been havin g his sha re of
trou bles with the '28 Singer. Stick to it. Rod­
ney, you must win in the end.

T ha t's a ll for no w folk s-see you in M arch.

B.O.P. NOTES
A lo t has happened since our la st note s,

first ly, our 5th An niversar y Ru n to Katikati
ho t spr ings which attracted ca rs fro m A uck la nd
and H amilton as we ll as our own .

Our sin cere apol ogies to the lo ng d istan ce
dri vers for the lack of sunshi ne that day, it was
pouring down all day. I n spite of the rain
there were abo ut 25 ca rs and a lth ou gh noth ing
co uld be organised outside , our pres ide nt with
a few helpers saved the day by organ isin g
musical cha irs and lolly-scrambles for the kids
as well as for ad ults ins ide a hall a nd in spite
of eve rything quite some fun was had by all.

In Octobe r a n enjoy able run was orga nised,
finish ing up at R ay H am ilton's fa rm , a lovely
spot. where a very good gymkha na wa s held.
T his time the wea ther was perfect a nd a ltho ugh ,
in numb ers, it was no t a record day, it cer tainly
was one of the most enjoyable days in the club's
histor y.

The Hu nu a Hundred was ent ered by three
cars from our bra nch , who motored ab out 450
miles eac h wi tho ut trou ble in o ne weekend
which is q uite an ac hievement especia lly for
Ma x A very's 1915 Overland.

Q uentin Lawre nce in Mod el T ca me second
in his cla ss so he did not go all the way for
noth ing. Good on you Quen tin a nd Ken.

Highl ight of our lat est events was certai nly
the cav alcade of transport , organ ised by our
branch as part (or was i t cli max ?) of the city
celeb ra tio ns in T auranga .

Summing up, the cavalcade can be described
as a com plete, inter estin g, colourf ul as well as
an edu cat ional p icture of tran sport from the
early Maori canoe via pa ckhorse. horse drawn
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vehicles , veteran and vintage cars. army veh icles
picturing the war per iod a nd finishing with post
war thoroughbred s and finally the lat est '63
models .

For this occasion an except ion was mad e by
our branch as to the rules rega rd ing period
dress and it certainl y helped to ma ke the picture
complete, accurate and colourful.

After a five-mile run, the ca valcade finished
in front of the town hall where all the vehicles
were on d isplay and thousand s of people took
the opportunity to inspect what must ha ve been
the most complete range of vehicles ever dis­
played in New Zealand.

Credit must go mainl y to Mr and Mrs Cam ­
eron, combined secretaries of our br anch,
through whose energy and determination this
event became the succes s which it undoubtedly
was.

Our next big event will be our annual Auck­
land-Tauran ga run on 1st and 2nd of February.

This is the right tim e of the year to enjoy
a well organi sed rall y in sunny Tauran ga and.
as we are very centra l, we hope to see some
new faces and of cour se ca rs from other
branches as well as the usual big numbers from
Auckland .

Well, tha t's it, see you then . on the 1st and
2nd of February in Tauranga.

WAIKATO NOTES
The spring qu art er of 1963 has seen, for the

Waikato Club, cont inued pro gres s and ac tivi­
ties. with two highlight s-Mr A. A. Anderson's
recent vis it a nd the 6th Annual Rally held at
T okoroa on Nove mb er 9th and 10th.

A general meeting was held a t the Histori cal
Society rooms. Hamilton. on October 14th,
when det ail s of the T okoroa R ally were di s­
cussed, a nd the classes of vehicles to be pro­
vided for, accommodation and soci al pro­
gramme etc. The meeting concluded with an
interesting selection of slides of American clas ­
sic cars shown by Mr Bru ce H olmes.

During October also. we were the hosts for
a weekend of Andy Anderson, the presid ent of
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand, who W<JS

in the d istr ict on busine ss. We were able to
show how the Waikato Club fun ctions, and in­
troduce him to a number of our members here
in the city , a nd inspect their vehicles.

On the Sunday of L ab our weeke nd, some of
our members took part in the A uckland Club's
"H unua 100» and Mrs Joan Brown, dri ving
Club Captain Erni e Brown's 1924 Standard
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"Lea mington". made best per formance by a
lad y driver.

The 2nd November saw som e of our vehicles
climbing across the Kaimai ran ge to reach T au­
ran ga for the Ca valc ade of M otorin g, to which
we had been invited by the Bay of Plenty
V inta ge Ca r Club. in connection with the T au­
ranga City Celebrations. A fine. hot day, a
stea dy walk ing-pace ca valcade. and fortunat ely
nobod y wore out clutches.

The following weekend the sixth Annual
Waikato R ally was held. After a week of wet,
gusty weather. Saturday dawned fine and a
steady flow of vetera n. vintage , past -vintage­
thoroughbred cars and vintage mot orc ycles con­
verged on Tirau, the star ting place for th is
year's Rally.

The Ham ilton-Pukekohe R all y will be held ,
as last time . on the Friday before the Gra nd
Pri x at Pukekohe, that is Friday. January 10th,
1964, and leaves Kn ox Street, H amilton, a t 9
a.m. approximately. Entry form s should be out
during ea rly December . and the closi ng date fo r
entries is Friday, D ecember 20th. There is no
entry fee .

If the read er requires a n Entry Form, please
contact P.O . Bo x 924. Hamilton, urgently. Pr o­
gra mme consists of a timed trial to Pukek ohe
from Hamilton. with free fuel on arrival at
Pukekohe, to a ll cars which take part in the
parade through the town in the a fternoon. The
Kerr idge-Od eon Troph y will be presented a t
the Pukekohe Town Hall during the afternoon,
to the driver returning the best performance
during the morning R ally. There will a lso be
an allo wan ce of 5 /- per car for tea on arrival,
and possibly one or two other attractions.

For those wishing to stay there for the G ra nd
Pr ix on the following day, the Fr ankl in A. & P.
Society grounds will be ava ilable for camping
as for last time. Thi s ground is within walking
di stance of the Pukekohe Grand Prix cir cuit.

Will secretaries of other Clubs note that the
telephone number of the H onor ar y Secretary,
Waikato Club, has been changed and is now:
83-768. H amilton.

WANGANUI NOTES
by Humberette

The clubroom in Wan ganui is receiving some
a ttention. Mu ch needed repairs on the two ends
of the building ha ve been comp leted and an
extra thickness of malthoid laid on the roof.
T he spares shed has been re-roofed and both
buildings are to be rep ainted-Bran ch members
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willing and wea ther permi tti ng.
Und er the energeti c supervisio n of Cl ub Cap­

ta in K en Wright, s pa res have a t last been
purged, ca ta log ued a nd re-s tored. F or the first
time in years it is now possib le to se t bo th feet
sec urely on the floor wi tho ut fea r of fa lling
over a many-studded engi ne block.

The library too is bei ng reorgani sed an d a
proper sys tem of lend ing facilities will soon be
avai la ble.

Actual motoring facilities are com paratively
quiet at pre sent. The Vintag e Burma Run in
Januar y is proposed to be held over the origina l
course on ce mo re , road co nd itions and faciliti es
genera lly bein g much improved ove r previous
years .

Amon g recent acquisit ions is a 1918 Oldsrno­
bile now in the safe hands of Iv an Kendall. It
had for years lain in a shed less than 2 miles
from th e Wanganui Po st Offic e. Apart from
bein g reduced to a tru ck behind the front sea t,
th is vehic le is in excelle nt n ick , a rare model
(e ngine consists of 2 banks of 3 cylinde rs each
in line with th e inlet man ifold running above
th e exhaus t instead of the usu al vice versa
a rra ngeme nt of those days) a nd wi ll be a wel­
co me add itio n to the Wan ganu i fleet.

Turakina member Jack Clousto n received
local promi nence recently when he landed a
sex tant of antique ori gin to add to his copio us

WANTED TO BUY
Back numbers of " Beade d Wh eel s" in good
co ndi tio n. 2/ · per co py. Please co ntac t
the Secretary, P.O. Box 2546, Christchurch,

FOR SALE
Th e following back numbers a re now ava ilable
at 3/· per copy.

December 1957 1 copy
March 1958 I copy
December 1958 9 copies
March 1959 1 copy
June 1959 1 copy
September 1959 30 copies
December 1959 23 copie s
March 1960 I2 copies
June 1960 16 copies
September 1960 2 copie s
December 1960 2 copie s
June 1961 14 copie s
December 1961 5 copies
June 1962 8 copies
September 1962 8 copies
December 1962 32 copies
March 1963 36 copies

To ensure imme dia te deliver y of YOUR maga­
zine please info rm this office of any address
changes. Club mem bers PLEASE N OTE that
as well as informing thei r Branch Secreta ry, they
must also info rm th is office .
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co llectio n of mu seum pieces. Perhaps sexta nts
a re eas ier to restore th an mot or ca rs .

On 27 October last, four of our members
with veteran vehicl es accepted an invi ta tion
from the con ference of N. Z . M ovie C lubs to
appea r in Palmerston Nort h as sub jec ts for
movie film camera fa ns. "Never was so mu ch
film expe nde d in so short a time on so few" .
We are assured that the ca rs will be on scree ns
ever ywhere from North Cape to the Bluff.

The following week -end saw a sm all co ntin­
ge nt fro m Wan ganu i part icipat ing in Welling­
ton's annual No vember run from Lower Hutt
to Barton 's Bu sh a t Upper Hutt. The Capita l
turned on sh irt-sleeves driving weather. A very
suc cessful tri al followed by a dinner. film even­
ing and prize giving was admirably organised
by the Wellington rally co mmittee. A novel
experience for competitors was to see them­
selv es on Cha nnel 1 a few hours after the TV
ca me ras had filmed th em .

Mr Percy Colema n of motor cycle fam e has
dona ted a very handsome tro ph y to be com ­
peted for by vintag e a nd vetera n mot or cycles.
Thi s sho uld prov id e a big boost to the 2 wheel­
er bri gade and while there a re at present a few
mo tor cycles u nder restorat io n in th is a rea, we
cou ld ce rtai nly accommoda te a few mo re en­
thu siasts in thi s particul ar field.

T alk ing of en thusiasts, me ntio n must be
mad e of -Taihape member George Gibb s who
a ttends meet ings and ra llies mo re often th an
so me local members, tr avelling 70 m iles each
wa y ove r wind ing hill y road s. H is effort and
the regu lar a ttenda nce of our Marton contin­
gent from 25 miles aw ay remind th ose resident
in Wan ganui ho w fortunat e th ey are in having
c1ubrooms situa ted so nicely in th e centre of
the city.

One cannot help but wince a t the Wa ikato
new sletter head ing whi ch proclaims- "Secre­
tary -L. Death, Presid ent-R. J. Peace". Mor­
tifying!

SOUTHLAND NOTES
by B. J. Barn es

The A nnua l R iverton Com memora tive Rall y
will be held on Saturd ay, 22nd Februar y, 1964 .
Separat e rou tes a re provi de d for V eteran and
Vi ntage vehic les for the run ou t. Lunch. test s
and judgi ng of the con cours are held a t Ri ver­
ton a nd a soc ia l even ing an d prize givi ng is
held in In verca rgill in the evening. E nt ry forms
will be av ai lab le from Bran ch Secretar ies . An y
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no rthe rn co mpetito rs ca n be ass ure d of a warm
welcome , a nd an en joyabl e weeke nd .

Note : th e run was origi na lly pla nned for
Sa turday, 15th F ebruar y, but it has had to be
chan ged to the 22n d. T he date in the na tional
calendar is now incorrect.

The H aast Pass ra lly is a rousi ng a consider­
able amo u nt of enthusiasm in South la nd, and
the num ber of ca rs bought lat ely. an d th ose on
which work has restarted is a mazing .

Pr esid ent R ay Eunson , has so ld his A us tin 7
to Neville L ind say, a nd has ob ta ined a 1925
M axwell whic h he is pr oceed ing to reju venate.
Ne ighbour , Mer v Co utts, has bo ugh t a 1928
Hu prnobile 6 tourer in very good co nd ition .
co mp lete to the vintage radi o whi ch still works.
A 20 / 60 Vau xhall salo on , form erl y th e prop­
erty of ex -member Pat Mu lvey, has bee n bought
I und er stand , by Messrs Casey a nd Kenyon.
Co lin R obertson has bought a 1928 C hev 4
tourer wi th a milea ge of a ro und the 40 ,000
mark . Russel Lindsay is wo rk ing o n his 1925
E nglish bod ied Dod ge-the motor has been re­
cond it ion ed . a nd wo rk has sta rte d on th e bod y.
H owever , he recently purchased a 1924 Dod ge
from Timaru. It is a gen uine one owner ca r,
mi leage 33,000, the hood has never bee n down,
fo r the head bracke ts a re sti ll under the seat in
th eir origina l wra ppings , a long with a ll the
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origi na l tool s. T he back sea t appea rs to have
never been sa t in, and the origina l pa int work
is in q ui te good ord er, excep t fo r whe re the
owner use d to place his hand when cranking.
W hy he bo thered to crank it is not k nown. fo r
a starter is fitte d an d I be lieve it works effec­
tively enoug h.

As well as these new acq uisi tio ns, Russell
McI vor is work ing away on the 1913 Sunbea m
a nd is making good progress. Pr ior to th eir
depa rt ure for E ngla nd a few years ago , Russell
and brot he r Dave com plet ely recon dit ioned the
engi ne includ ing the cutt ing of new skew gea rs.

Barri e Ba in is making qu iet progress o n his
rare C ha lrner-Hoyer bod ied 1924 A usti n 12 /4
Ca br iolet. H aast is his goa l. a lso .

New member, Bill M cAnelly, has a 1926
Ford Beauty roadster wh ich will soon be fin­
ished . B ill has put a lot of tim e int o the restor­
a tion of the bodywork wh ich was suffering
so mewha t from the ra va ges of ru st.

Robbie G ran t a nd so n live a fai rly iso la ted
exis tence u p in Balfour but are stea d ily work ­
ing away on th eir vintage (C irca 1923) a .H. c.
Delaunay-B elleville ca briolet. The once elegant
Man n-Egerton body has been chopped into a
tru ck , and truck whe els have re place d the ori­
ginal centre lock wo od en wheels. H owe ver. it
is an extreme ly wo rthw hi le restor ati on pro jec t,

196 4 mar ks ou r 40th yea r of service to motori ng . Ta ke ad vantage of

our exper ience and

ASK AUTO PARTS FIRST

48 TUAM STREET CHRISTCHURCH PHONE 60-993



PA GE THIRTY

and it would make an excellent car for the
Haast-how about it, R obbie ?

Among the mo torcycle bri gade , Bluff enthusi­
ast, Jim Cosgrove, is working on a v intage Har­
ley-David son and he has about 5 more to re­
store when he has finish ed . K eith Prentice, who
also hail s from Bluff, has exam ples of Indian
Scout, Prince, and C hief which are bein g re­
stored. American b ikes are poorly represented
in South land a t th e mom ent and whe n these two
ge nts get their ma chines finished , it will help
balance things.

J im Lawry is making his usual faultle ss job
on his 4 cy l. F .N . motorcycle wh ich is pro­
gressi ng nicely. The Bel size has been tempor­
a rily put asi de while the F .N . is being restored .

With a meticulous restor ati on of a 1924
Studeba ker nearing com pletion by Waiter Me­
Qu arr ie. 1911 Silver Ghost well on the way at
the hands of Ken MacMillan , Neil McMillan's
1927 Packard seda n coming on well, a 1924
Peu geot bei ng worked on in fits and starts by
your scribe (may be finished for Riverton), Ray
Lind say 's 1911 Renault twin progressihg nicely,
a Ford Beauty being restored by Larry Lindsay,
a nd Warren Jordan fitting the original gearbox
to his 1910 Humber , we should have some new
cars on the road in Southland, shortly.

Rumour ha s it that other members are hunt­
in g for good vintage cars for the Haast, and
som e are contemplating restoration of machines
already owned. This Haast Pass rally is going
to be the best thing that has happened to the
V .c.c. in this country for many a year.

TARANAKI NOTES by Ian Howell

Th e September meeting saw a record atten­
dan ce of members, who were entertained with
col our slides tak en at the Easter Rally by
members of the local Camera Club. Our thanks
to th is organis a tion for the excellent photo­
gra phy and also for their willingness to have
pr ints mad e for the local members.

W ith a n avera ge attendance the October
meeting roll ed on its way with a film evening
by courtesy of Firestone T yres Ltd . Two of
the films were bas ed on the manufacture and
testing of the tyres, with sho ts taken from most
of the American Race Str ips (The Bri ck Yard,
etc.). The third film was centred ar ound a
Gliddon Tour a nd had sho ts of some ma gnifi ­
cent cars, as well as the ubiquitous Model T's
(which were present in every colour exc ept
blac k !).

One item of more than passin g interest
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should be the Christmas party on December
14th. With a good attendance and the usu al
"Wine, Dine and Dance" style of proceedings
there should be enjoyment for all.

Restoration around Taranaki has been pro­
ceeding slowly, mainly as time and mo ney
permit.

Rumour ha s it that the honourable Presid ent
has been clearing the back yard so as to be
able to get at the shed where hi s Lex ington is
s tored . Apparently K eith is sta rt ing on th e
panel-beating.

A while ba ck an enthusia st from th e U.S.A. ,
Merl F arnham, visited Keith and wa s inter­
ested in the Kircher Le xin gton (Me rl has one
back hom e). H owever, th e news that Keith has
three Le xington s wa s too mu ch for the poor
chap and he took off post ha ste for Japan . (Ap­
parently these sizeable vehicles a ren' t too easy
to hide, and there is a sca rc ity of them in the
U.S.)

On behalf of the T a ra naki Bran ch I would
like to wish ever ybod y a Merry Chris tmas a nd
a happy mot oring yea r to co me.

NORTHERN NATTER
With 35 entries, inclu d ing two veterans and

three motor cycles, thi s year 's Hunua Hundred
was und oubted ly th e best ever stag ed by the
Auckland Club. Organi sed by Barry R obert
(last year's winner) and with no sma ll amo unt
of help from Stan L ambert , the run meandered
through Tuakau , ac ross the G rea t South Road
to Maramarua, a nd th en northward to the
Lyons farm in the M an gat awhiri Valley. The
first cars arriving at the farm were greeted by
a delicious smell of sp it ro asted lamb th at had
been under watchful eyes from 7.30 in the
morning until 12.30 dinnertime. Than ks are
due to George Mihaljevich and R on J acob (now
the proud father of a bonny girl) for this, an d
the palates of more th an a hundred people are
probably still sav ouring the taste of the treat.
Mine certainly is.

Good su pport for this an nual affair was given
by Tauran ga Clu b. and other com petitors came
from as far awa y as Northl and , H amilton and
Te Puke. T h is is the sort of co -ope ra tio n that
makes for good relat ions throu ghout the centres,
a nd we welcom e it.

Pr ogr ess to date on the North Island Rally
planned for next Easte r has been plea sin g. and
while we haven 't been ab le to get th e whole­
hearted sponsorsh ip we'd hoped for , we have
secured th e ass ista nce of the Castrol people,
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who have und ert ak en to su pport us to a grea t
ex tent. Ther e was a n idea floating a ro und for
a while a bout members themselves putti ng up
the necessar y fund s for initia l expenses by put­
ting their en try fees into th e kitty long in ad­
va nce of the ac tual ru n. Wh ile this has o bvious
dr awback s, it does solve the pr obl em of meet ­
ing bi lls fo r things like prog ra mme pri nting
a nd all the hu ndred a nd on e items tha t don ' t
see m mu ch on their own but which add up to
more than the average club ca n handle- with ­
out divin g he ad first wi th hand s outstretch ed
into the club' s own fu nds . An yone go t any
ideas on thi s?

There's been a lot of acti vit y up here lat e ly
in the mo vin g of car s and th eir restoration .
Yours truly has go t the body for the Delage ;
new member John Sirnpson (only lately arrived
fro m the u.K.) has acquired a Sunbeam and is
well into the bowels of it ; a nd George Mihal ­
jevich is do ing a really tip-to p job on his big
Hud son . The (pro bably seasona l) rash of new
member s has brought a wh ole ba tch of new ca rs
into the club. and there's a group of old er mem­
bers who are getti ng look s like fireme n's hel­
mets in th eir eyes as they gloa t over the possi­
bility of putt ing the ir br and on a Dermi s fire
engine. (It's rumoured that th ey wa nt to k nock
thei r house insura nce down.)

Can anyone remem ber a couple of ye ars ba ck
how Auckl and mem ber J oh n R u mmer y was
having some trouble gett ing a new wo rm and
whee l for h is 1928 H adfi eld Bean ? Well he
finall y go t on e made, a nd the ca r is now in the
hands of his father in H asti ngs und ergoin g the
wo od work tre atment. Stor y is th at John isn 't
a llowed to go near it a ppa rent ly, a nd dad is
hav in g a grea t time. Looks lik e a new member
in the making.

CANTERBURY NOTES
O n the weekend of 12th a nd 13th October

we held our open ing run wh ich took some
twenty curs over ba ck country road s to Akaroa.
It is belie ved that B ill Luxt~n go t stuck aga in
and had to be pushed out. In the afte rnoon
No rm K ing ar ra nged some tes ts after which
most of th e bo ys ad jou rned to th eir lod gings?
whi lst some mad e the ir way back to town .

Results: Bill Luxton l st , R ay Ed ward s
(Model A) 2nd .

Labour wee ke nd about ten ca rs we nt down
to South Ca nterbury for th e M t. Co ok R all y
and had a perfect wee ke nd motoring, even if
some crews had a litt le mechan ica l trouble.
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Some of th e other member s went on a run to
R an giora.

Show weekend (Nov ember 15th , 16th and
17th) we held our Annual R all y. This yea r we
had about 80 ent ries a nd it was good to see
the out of town members compe ti ng espec ially
the on es from as far a field a t M otueka and In ­
verca rgi ll. O n F riday nig ht we held a display
of the vehicles in th e Barrack s whe re th ey were
parked ove rn ight. This yea r we include d a dis­
play of six R oll s Royce ca rs a nd a lso auc tio ned
a 1926 Morris O xford tourer. On Saturd ay
morning the ca rs left from outsid e th e Museum
as usu al a nd went stra ight to Brighton and then
on sepa ra te routes a round town, fini shing up a t
Queen E liza beth IT Park wh ere lu nch wa s
se rved . In the aftern oon a few tests we re held
a nd the competitors who wished to had a
friendly ra ce a round the tra ck . The ca rs made
their own way ba ck to town as no route had
been or gani sed . In the evening the trophies
were presented by Eric W al ker a t the dance.
On Sunday a picni c was orga nised bu t as the
wea ther was poor it wa s tran sferred to the
clubrooms .

SUMP R UM BLINGS
Dave Bowman was see n motor ing be hind a

C itroen recently wi th a ll the fra me work for
the body don e, on hi s Bentl ey.

Pat Keat ing, who dr ove Ge orge W right' s
R olls in the R a lly, d id no t get to the finis h .
H e had a perfec t exc use as the rotor in the
d istributor broke and as it would not be correc t
to tow a R olls he spent two hours mak ing up a
rot or ou t of a co rk, a nail and a pin . H e hol ­
lowed out the co rk so it would fit ov er the dri ve
then held the nail on the top with the pin . By
the evening he had done 20 miles with it and he
was motoring back to Sheffi eld with a slightly
modified one on the Sunday .

Andy Anderson has fo und the front ax le for
the T .T. Sunbeam.

Gavin Bai n ha s purchased W . Jordan's th ree
Li tre Bent ley.

CLASSIFlED ADVERTISEMENT RATES
ME MBERS OF VI NTAGE CA R C LU B OF N .Z.

IN C. : Fr ee fo r first thr ee lines (approx . 25
words); thereafte r 1/ - per line (8 words).

NON-MEMBERS : 5 /- for first three lines or less ;
thereafter 1/ - per line.

To be accepted a ll advertisemen ts must be typed
and be accompan ied by the necessa ry remittance and
mus t be in the hands of the Ed itor no t lat er than
the 15th day of the month before publi ca tion dat e.

Special display adve rtisements of ca rs for sa le
complete with phot os may be inse rted at spec ial and
very reasonable ra tes, fo r det ails of which service
write to the Ed itor.
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WANTED : For 1924 23/60 Sunbeam lo ng wheelb ase
mo del (11 ft. 5-} in.). Re ar a xle a nd to rque tube
asse mbly; C laudel Hobson carburettor; A utovac
un it. an d a ny other spa res. Joh n Simpson , 38
Brac ken Av enue, T ak a pun a.
FOR SALE: Hu mbers! Having too many a nd too
littl e space I must d ispose o f a ver y resto rable J2/25
Sa loon, Vee Wi nd screen , 4-do or , a ll com ple te. Al so
1912 11 h.p . chassis. wheel s, 2 radi a tors, 3 eng ines,
gea rbox . etc. Offers to H. B. Foste r. 52 Kilrnarnock
Stree t. C hris tchurch.
WANT ED: Com plete re ar ax le assembly fo r a 1923
Ch evrolet . sh ort spring mod el. A gea rbox or a ny
available pa rts for a 1924 Triu mph 350 c.c. mot or­
cycle. Also 32 in. x 4t in. S.S. tyres in good order.
Wri te, R. P. Sh irreffs, 39 1 Thames H igh wa y, O am aru .
WANTE D : Information 12/4 Austin 1927-28. short
or lo ng stroke mod els. Ha nd boo k to borrow o r
buy . D . K ay, 135 Idris Ro ad . C hristchurc h. D ial
896, ask 935 -852.
WANTED : For 1910-13 Wol seley La ndau Body
spea k ing tube complete ; 2 Kin g of Road side lam ps;
I King of Road tai llamp, 4-volt Bo sch vibra ting coi l,
size d ia. 2t in., overa ll he ight 4J in. For 1902-03
Wol seley, I tail lamp. Ki ng of Ro ad typ e, qu an ti ty
of br ass head-lead an d na il insert, 2 goo d gig la mps,
port br ass ado rn ments. S. T. Nol an , Hood St reet,
Ha milt on.
FOR SALE: C hrvs ler 77 1930 Co nver tible Cou pe, ex­
ce lle nt cond ition. spare 4-speed gearbox . diff ., etc .
Will sen d colour photo to gen u ine enquire r and
accept collect pho ne calls, 76-582. Pa lmerston North.
6-7 p.rn. 2 1 N orth Street., Pa lrner ston Nort h.
FOR SALE: 19 J8 T F ord , a pprox . 500 mile s since
restora tion. 5 new tyre s a nd tubes. Pa intwork requ ire s
touchi ng up . Enqui ries , B. Ni ch olls, Randolph
Downs. Arnberley, R.D.2 .
FOR SALE: Owing to lack of space and time , I
relucta ntly offer both my Chrysler 66 and Chrysle r
Light 6 for sa le. T he 66 is in run ning order with
good tyres and body. the mot or is sho t but still
mobi le. I have virtu ally a complete ca r fo r spa res,
the spare mo to r bei ng very goo d. £35 o r offer. T he
C hrysler 6. in fair o rder a ll rou nd. has steel b od y
and wire wheels. £25 or offer. Both ca rs would
restore well fo r H aast Rall y. Furt her det a ils, M ike
Poyn to n, Box 3102, Wellingt on .
WANTED to complete rest orat io n job, Indian kick
sta rter. left-h and extern a l type (mes hes with ratchet
on face of clutch) . M . C. Hockley, 155 Hastings
St ree t, C hristchur ch .
FOR SA LE: Four 4.50- 5.00 by 2 1 in. tyres an d
whe els to su it Aust in 12/4. Also 1925 Aus tin 12/4
mec ha nica l part s. Ro bt. Thomson , 28 Junction R oad,
New Ply mouth.
TYRES F OR SA LE: A nu mb er of 24 in. str a igh t
sided 34 x 500, in good cond ition. C . Pa tc het t, Box
136. Blenhei m.
FOR SALE: J925 5-pas senger D uplex Phaeton Stude­
baker. Excellen t co ndi tion . one owner, spa re parts
ga lo re. ha ndbook, etc. Price £ 150. Apply, L. T owns­
he nd , 300 Ru ah ine St ree t, Palmer ston N orth .
WRECK ING : 1923 Overl an d Model 92 T ourer. Most
parts ava ila ble. Wanted good Smiths Carburetto r fo r
Bullnose Morr is Cowley. 1. Benge, M ain Ro ad , Te
Marua, U pper Hutt.
FOR SALE: T hree brand new and u nused Du nlcp
880 x 120 Beaded Edge Tyres a nd tu bes. Re plies to
A. W. Jo nes. Revans Street, Fe atherston.
PARTS WANTED (or J9 10 Rolls-Royce Silve r
Ghost. Nos. J334 a nd 1338: Wheel s and hubs . flush ­
mount fuel guage, Elliot speedo meter, cy linder
block s, steering wheel, and Lucas N o. 794 self-gener­
a ting he adl am ps. Address inquiry to Ralph D un­
woodie, H ar ra hs Automobile Collec tion. Box 10,
Ren o , Nevad a.
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WANTED : F or 1924-25 Ch ev rolet 4 cy l. "Supe rio r"
model , the following part s ·-Front gua rds . radiator
cowling. bo nnet , and fro nt axle as sem bly. Ro bt.
Th orn son , 28 Junct ion Ro ad , New Pl ymouth .
WANTED : Cra nksha ft for Ace , In dian Ace. or In­
dia n 4, 1926 onwa rds, pre ssure fed. A lso any other
parts. M . Broad , 122 Easther C res., Duned in.
FOR SALE : M orris Cow ley , 1925. New battery,
magne to rewound , ru bber reason ab le. Spa re parts
included . .£50. A. G . Slade, 10 Somer set Street, or
Ph one 79-734 , Ha mi lton.
FOR SALE : Re stored 1923 Rolls Royce 20. New
upho lstery and hood fitted , also rep ain ted early
1962; 20 rn.p .g. a nd mech a nicall y so und. Pri ce .£950
o.n.o. F or furt her de tai ls ple ase contact H . Corn el­
der, jnr., 4 M iss ion St reet , T auran ga , or Phone
1073S.
WANTED for a 1929 or '30 H ar ley Dav idson 750
C.c.. 5-6 h .p., Colt 45. a fra me a nd fo rk s, a nd/o r
any other bits . Will purchase o r swa p. H ave '28
A ustin 7 gea rbox, range of new pistons. valve s, etc .
Bruce A nde rson , 305 Rernuera Roa d, Phone 50-324
(Bu siness Hou rs) .
WANTED : 33 x 5 and 700 x 19 T yres. M us t be
sound. A pply : J. A. M cLachla n, Lakesi de, No. 3
R.D ., C hristchurch .
WANTED : Scin tilla Type M4 magneto or parts , a ny
ot her early Aus tin 7 parts o r ha nd book. I have a
number of handbooks of different makes for swa ps.
Con tac t R oss H . Haynes , 20 Ken sing ton Ro ad . M a r­
ton.
FOR SALE : 1925 Ch rysler -}-ton Truck . Good orde r.
Apply, Belfa st Garage Ltd ., or Phone 23-875 (M r
En gland).
IF a nyone has among their jun k a vint age hu bca p
bearing the letters " LF ." wo uld they please con tact
M ark Robi nso n, 8 C hatfi eld Pl ace, Remuera , Auck­
la nd .
FO R SALE: 4 Artille ry Wheel s com plete with tyre s
and tubes, 600 x 12. Also elec trica l spa res fr om 1928
Nash , 2 genera to rs. I starte r. dashboard accesso ries ,
back ax le. crown wh ee l and pini on . Offer. K . Oaken'
full. 96 Ca vers ha rn Valley Road . Du ned in.
SELL: Buick Sed an . 1928, u nde r 60,000 miles. no
ru st or dents. upholstery good , uses no oil, very
goo d tyres . known histo ry. 4 owner s, absol utely
orig ina l a nd includes handboo k. Offer to : Ro ss
Haynes. 20 Kensington Road, M arton .
WANTED an y "S co tt" parts of an y descr ipt ion ,
espec ia lly two-speed pa rts. Pilgr im oil pum ps of any
descr iption: a lso a 1925/30 model. pre ferab ly sports
side-ca r. B. R. Bryan. 29 Sackville Stree t, F itzroy,
N ew Plymouth.
WANTED : V intage S po rting M /C. Special in te res t
in ge nuine dirt o r grass track machine of the 1920's.
State history if know n when re plying to D. Rocke l,
C/ o. Hi gh School, M angakino.
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LA CRESCENTA. C ALI F O R N IA
1 want a nd will Buy - Sell - Trad e for Sc ript
Na mepl a tes , Ena mel Emblems, Bod y. Sill, Da sh .
Re gistr ati on , Serial Number Plat es. Hub Caps. Model
T Par ts a nd Speed Eq uipme nt. Model T a nd A
Boo ks, Ads . and Cat alogues. Se rvice Bullet ins ,
Owners M anuals . Instructio n Books. Old Au to Maga-

zines. M otome ter s, Mascots, Lalique. Minis.
100.000 Ads ., Clippings.

WANTED : W indscreen and weather equ ipment fo r
1929/31 Swi ft 10 Tourer; a lso 1926 /30 Levi s 2-stroke
M .C. or parts. H . D . Kidd . Box 99. Auckland .
FO R SALE : R are ea r ly model 4-valve Riccardo
T riumph. Mobile. in ori gina l condition . En gine
and gearbox recond it ioned. Ex cell ent H aast Pass
moto rcyc le. What offers ? R. Mclvor, 391 Elks
Road Nth., Invercargill.
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