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"HORSELESS
CARRIAGE"

In 1893 the first successful gasoline powered motorcar in the United States cruised
down the main streets of Springfield, Mass., at a speed of live miles an hour! This
car was made by two brothers, Charles E. and .1. Frank Duryea.

In 1896 Henry Ford drove his first car out of the machine shop in Detroit. Later,
his system of machine-made, interchangeable parts, and assembly line production,
put motorcars within the price range of the man-in-the-street.

By the beginning of the 20th century, 8,000 motorcars were registered in the
United States, These were powered by steam, gasoline or electricity, and even then
they did not look much like the original "Horseless Carriage."

Some of the laws passed in the early days of the motorcar make us chuckle
today. For instance, one community ruled that if a borse refused to pass a motor­
car the driver of the car must "take the machine apart • , • and conceal the parts

in the grass," In some places motorcars were banned entirely, and angry farmers
l:uarded their livestock with shotguns against these "contraptions of tbe devil."

11 is easy to see that early motorists were indeed brave pioneers, often running

risks that would be bard to imagine today, for they also bad to contend with
the discomfort of rough roads, open driving seats and temperamental engines. Times
have changed and those first motoring enthusiasts would be tbe first to appreciate the
advances made both in car and tyre design since the exciting, stimulating days of the

"Horseless Carriage,"

FIRESTONE Tyres since the earliest days of motoring, have set the

standard of reliability, economy and safety. Today's motorist, like his

father and grandfather before him, looks to Firestone for EXTRA mileage

and EXTRA reliability.



Bead ed Wheels is the voice at the Vintage Ca r M ovem ent in New Z ealand and of the Clubs wh ose efforts
are fos terin g and ever wide ning the interes t in th is m o vem ent and fo rm rallying point s fo r that ever increasing
band of enthusiasts. Th e fascina tion of age itself or revulsion fro m the f lashy m ediocrit y of our present day
is drawing an increasing num ber of motorists back to the indi viduality , solid worth , and functional elegance
that was demanded by a more discriminating generatio n and it is to these that we dedicate-
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EDITORIAL
We must this month apologise fo r the lat e­

ness of publ icati on , which is one of the penal­
ties of going " all I nterna tiona l." We ha ve
featured extensively a serialised review of the
route to be taken and with this issue you will
find enclosed your copies of the R egulati ons
and E ntry Forms.

Lord Montagu's visit has brought all our
Canterbury and North Island members into



PA GE TWO

more direct contac t with overseas enthusiasm
for thi s venture a nd all members will be
delighted to hear that even at this early stage
of pro ceedings no less than 38 A ustr a lia n cars
are ac tua lly boo ked for shi pping with man y
mor e enquiries being received all the time from
all ove r the world.

Organ isation is well in hand, but a tremen-
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dous amount of deta il requ ires to be don e.
Have you volunteered your servi ces yet?

It has been a pleasurable experience playin g
host to Michael Sedg wick a nd then L ord M on­
tagu, a nd gives a foretaste of th ings to co me
when we will be host to such a large number
of visitors complete, this time, with the ir
machinery.

INTERNATIONAL RALLY 1965 - NEW ZEALAND
Many of our overseas sub scribers and ind eed,

many New Zealanders, are unfamiliar with the
route a nd type of terrain over which we will
be travelling during this ambitiou s event. For
this reason we ar e devoting a large portion of
this an d future issues of "Beaded Wh eels" to
acqu a int ing you with a few historical , geo ­
gra phica l and dom est ic facts, wh ich, we tr ust,
will enable you to obtain the most out of what
promises to be for a ll of us, a holiday of a
life time.

To make thi s " b rochure" co mplete, we
are indebted to the New Zealand Govern­
ment T ourist Depar tment for their eo-opera-

tion and assis tance in supplying publicity,
photographs a nd brochures. The latter wi ll be
despat ched to all overseas entrants as entri es
come to hand .

The term holiday is no t used id ly, as that is
exactly what we envi sage. You , the com petitor,
will co mbine a compe titive R all y wi th a super­
lative holiday, and it is our int ent ion to ensure
that your hol iday pleasures will be fully catered
for. How successful you are as a competito r
is entirely in yo ur hands, but here agai n eve ry
fac ility will be avai lable to make the com ­
pet itive aspect interesting, yet un com plicated.

F irstly, the mileage is long, whether you and

Christchurcb , South Island, New Zealand.-Largest city in th e South Island, has taken full adva nta ge of a
spacious site, with many squares, parks and gardens. The Anglican Cathedral (above) dominates Cathedral

Square in the centre of the city. (By co u rt.es y N .Z. Go v t . Tour ist DepL)
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Lake Tekapo from the Church of the Good Shepherd. (By co u rtesy Rob in Smi t h)

your car can cope with 1300 miles over a vari­
ety of terrain is again in your hands. How­
ever, we tru st that after reading th is you will
be "au fait " with the type of holiday in which
you are to participate .

CHRISTCHURCH

The Rally will depart from the Cit y of
Christchurch on Saturday, March 6th, 1965.
Christchurch is the second city in New Zea­
land and the main centre of the South Island.
Founded 11 3 years ago by the Canterbury As­
sociati on . the city nestles below the Port Hills
and faces , across a vast expanse of plain, the
outer range of the Southern Alps . No City in
New Zealand has a higher industr ial potential
and the City's rapidly growing population
afford s a readil y availabil ity of lab our. Christ­
church, with a population of 227,000, serves a
population of well over 310,000, which is half
the total population of the South Island. The
climate is equable, with an average annual
rainfall of 26 inches, nearly 2,000 hours of
sunshine annually, and a ran ge of temperature
from 42 degrees in the coldest months to a
maximum in summer of from 80 to 90 degree s.
March is generally a pleasant time of the year:

temperatures warm and weather more settled.
F rom Christchurch the R ally will travel

south over the Canterbury Plains and leave the
main road at Rangitata to pro ceed into the
hinterland , via Geraldine and Fa irlie, the lat ­
ter being the first lunch stop. At all times dur­
ing this pa rt of the journey, the traveller has
on his right a magnificent view of the Southern
Alps, the backbone of the South Island.

GERALDINE - FAIRLIE
Gerald ine lies below a backd rop of moun­

tains; forming the nucleus of a highly produc­
tive farming community it has severa l small
industries-sawmills, joinery, cheese, honey and
New Ze aland's only linen flax factory.

Fairl ie, the chief town of the Mackenzie
country, lies 29 miles to the west of Geraldine.
From Fa irlie, the Rally proceeds further inland,
travelling over bitumen road and undulating
country. The route climbs grad ually to Burke's
Pass, the entry onto the Ma cken zie Pla ins, a
vast tussock covered are a, suspended between
The Grampian and Tw o Thumb Ranges to the
east and the Southern Alps to the west.

The plain was discovered by John Macken­
zie, a notorious sheep stealer who reputedly



PAGE FO UR APRI L. 1964

Lak e Pukaki-Mackenzie Country. Looking towards Mt. Cook. (By cou rte s y Ro bi n Smith )

tra versed the country to the far south taking
his pick of any flocks ava ilable. H e gai ned
ent ry to the pla ins ove r what is today ca lled
Macken zie's Pass. H owever, the powers that
be decided that th is route wa s un su itabl e for a
road , an d chose Burke's Pass for th e main
highw ay . We have seen everything from a 40/50
Napier to a single cylinder Cad iliac climbing
the grass track to Mackenzie's Pass without
a ny di fficulty, and certai nly the view from the
summi t is with out a doubt indescri bably beau­
tiful as compared to the entry thr ough Burke's.
H owever, discretion be ing the better part of
valour, we have reluctantly decided to take
you ove r the ma in highway ro ute . T oday
man y colourful sto ries ci rculate a bout Macken ­
zie, an d it is d ifficult to decid e just wha t ca n be
att ributed to his ac tivit ies; he cer tani ly con­
foun ded his contempor aries and equa lly, his­
tor ians . At the sam e time it seem s incredible
that this wonderful grazing plai n was not
officiall y discovered unti l 1855.

From Burke's Pass (2,200 feet a bove sea
level) we travel on bitumen roads, down to
Lake T ekapo, th e site of a hydro electric sta­
tion . The road then turns south, passing Bal­
mor al (army camp), a nd here and there on this

lonely road is a n isola ted mail box. Far ba ck
off the road ca n be seen a clum p of trees sur ­
rounding the sheep sta tion served by the box .
At Lake Pukak i the Rally travels on a metal
road west, foll ow ing the Ohau R an ge and the
shores of Pukaki to Mt. Cook Nati onal Park.
Her e we stop for two nights of well deserved
rest.

MOUNT COOK

Mt. Cook Nat ional Park has beauty and
gra ndeur . Dom inating its surround ing seven
peaks, all over 10,000 feet, is Mt. Cook itself.
R eaching 12,349 feet it was aptly named
" Aor an gi" (clo ud P iercer) by the M aori s. Be­
ca use the Southern Alps are close to the West
Coas t with its prevail ing westerlies, the per­
manent sno wline is at the high alti tude of 7,000
to 8,000 feet. In this region dissecti on by rivers
is commonly very deep , with the result that the
swift shingle rivers flow in va lleys which in
most insta nces show signs of recent glac ia tion
in flat floor s a nd steep sides . The alp ine barrens
conta in much bar e rock, ice and snow.

Accommodat ion at Mt. Cook consists of the
luxuriously ap pointed Hermitage, Motel s and
Ca mps. The day of rest can be one of complete
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(By cour te sy V .C.C . of N .Z. l

A line up of Vintage machinery at th e Hermitage. Mt. Cook. Cars, left to right: 12/50 Alvis, 23/60 Vauxh all. F
iat, F ia t, Citroen, Chrysler, A.K.S. Minerva, Au stin a nd V.8. Cadillac.

Veterans do it too. A line up of Humbers at the Hermitage, Mt. Cook. Left to right: Hugb Foster's 1908 , Don
Oddie's 1913, and Allan Baker's 1914.
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( By cou rtesy N .Z . Gov t. T our is t Dent. )

Fresh powder snow offers no problem to the reliable Cessnas of th e Mt. Cook Air Services which, equipped with
skis as well as wheels, swiftly whisk skiers from the Hermitage at Mt. Cook to the perpetual snowfields of
New Zealand's Southern Alp s. Here, su rr ounded by peaks towering up to 10,000 feet and higher skiers can

begin tbrilling runs of six miles or mor e on the vast expanse of the glaci ers.

(B y cour te s y N .Z . Govt. Touri st Den r. )

From the lounge of The Hermitage, a fine modern hotel, guests have a superb view of Mt. Cook, 12.349 feet.
highest peak in New Zealand.
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rela xation or, if a semblance of energy remains,
there are many plea sant walks, scenic flights ,
shooting, etc. Later issues of "Beaded Wheels"
will elaborate full y on rela xati on ac tivities at
all stopping over places.

Fully reco vered, we hope, from the rigorous
230 mile s motoring from Christchurch to Mt.
Cook, the Rally leaves the Nati onal Park on
Mar ch 8th, head ing for Lake Wanaka, a com­
para tively easy stage of 134 mile s. The route
takes us back down the side of Lake Pukaki
to the turn off at the Inn. Here we face South;
still on metal roads of good surface we leave
the Ma ckenzie Basin at Omarama to cross
country to Wanaka through the Lindis Pass.
From Ornararna we travel on a sealed road for
approximately 24 miles to the south side of
the Pass (3,185 feet above sea level). The vege­
tati on is largely snow tussock, interspersed with
the smaller tussock and smalI pockets of moun­
tain beech a nd totara in the shaded gullies . Fol­
lowin g the Lindis Burn River to the small town­
ship of Tarras, where the country opens out
onto the flats of the Clutha Ri ver, we proceed
upstream a further eight mile s to Wanaka.

WANAKA

At Lake Wanaka we again rest in peaceful
sur ro undings of mountain s and bush, and here,

PAGE SEVEN

if time permits, the visitor ca n swim, water
ski, fish, walk or relax. Accommodation , aga in
Hotel a nd Motel s. The following day is a sho rt
picn ic run of 75 m iles to the Gateway of the
West Coast-s-H aas t. From Wanaka , the Rally
will travel north-west pa st Lake H awea along
the scen ic road , and following the Makarora
R iver to the H aast Pass. Over the Pa ss a t
Clarkes Bluff, yo u will foregather for a picnic
lunch, a nd thos e who wish for further motor­
ing, ca n travel the additional twenty miles down
the H aa st Ri ver to the T asman Sea and the
township of Haast.

The scenery from Wanaka to Clarke's Bluff
is quite superb, and the road , whilst metal. is
new and perfectly graded. After lunch and a
rest the Rally will make a Jeisurely return to
Wanaka for dinner.

The second stage of our journey around the
Southern Lakes will be continued in our June
issue, a nd the final stage, our ret urn to Christ­
church up the East Coast, will appear in Sep­
tember. Both will be accompanied by addi­
tional photographs and map s of the route. In
the meantime as entries come to hand we are
arranging for the Government Tourist Depart­
ment to forward a set of scenic brochures to
individua l overseas entrants. These brochures
will cover all of New Zealand a nd will enable

A view in the Lindis Pass. ( By R obi n Smith)
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you to pla n an y private tours which are not
included in our itin erary, either before or after
the R all y.

In our December issue we will publish a full
list of act ivities possible at each stopping over
place; timetabl es for tou rs, e tc., will be pub­
lished in order that you ma y, beforehand,
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decide upon what form of relaxation you desire .
This decision , naturall y, is not co mpulso ry, but
we trust it will hel p you arran ge your holiday
and decide whether or not you wish to bring
that fishin g rod or maybe spo rting rifle . On the
other hand if you wish to just " noggin a nd nat­
ter " your packing is no problem! !

(B y r-ourt es v Roh in Sm ith)
Lake Wanaka.

BOOK REVIEW
Rothman's Book of New Zealand Motor

Racing, by Des Mah one y (Whi tcombe &
T ombs Ltd. 15/- nett) is a very well present­
ed acco unt of the real big time raci ng in New
Zealand with a brief cha pter coveri ng the ea rly
yea rs of Mur iwai a nd Hennings Speedway ,
and a no ther bri ef chapter on the imm ed iat e
post World Wa r II yea rs cov ering the ea rly
Wigram, M airehau and Oh akea race meetings.

To the Vintage " die ha rd" there is littl e of
int erest , but to a nyo ne with a more genera l
interest in motor sport there is a wealth of in­
formation on all the race circuits from 1954
onwa rds- that is to say fro m the adve nt of
the AJ.G.P. with its sponsored overseas drivers
onw ards.

Wh ilst the ove rseas drivers must needs re­
ceive co nside ra ble ment ion , we a re glad to
note that New Zealand dri vers do get a la rge
degree of a ttentio n in every years' summa ry.

The book has man y pho togra phs, ma ps of
each major cir cuit, and appendi ces giving
records for sprints, etc., a nd Gold Star results
through the yea rs.

It is a pity that the scope has not been
enla rged to cover sprin t meet ings which a re to­
day such a neglected as pect of motor spo rt.
But I suppose one can' t have everything!

For those with a genera l interest in Ne w Zea­
land Motor Sport this is a n excellent work
though probably not sufficiently de ta iled to be
acceptable to the rabid racin g enthusiast.
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OAMARU TO
MOTUEKA BY DODGE

On January 1st, 1964, we set off on the
longest single trip yet attempted with the
Dod ge, plann ing to go from Oam aru to Motu­
eka via Kaikoura, returning over the Lewis
Pass.

Ap art from ordinary comforts (tent, sleeping
bags and food) we carried extra covers for the
car and ourselves, because as yet the hood was
unfini shed. For spare parts and tools we had
the original tool kit, a socket set, spare big
end shell s, a spare ma gneto, a three-legged rim
jack and sundry Dodge pieces.

The first day saw us as far as Kai apoi , where
we pitched camp. Next day . with a good start
in the morning, we were well on the road to
Kaikoura when No . 4 exhaust gasket blew in
no uncertain manner. At Kaikoura we obtained
some packing and cut a new gasket with tin­
snip s and a blunt screwdri ver. We kept our
fingers cros sed for the other three, but all was
well and relative silence prevailed . After a light
luncheon we pres sed on to arrive at Blenheim
for the night. Very high winds from the nor'
west forced a gear change ascending the Red­
wood Pass just after crossing the Seddon
Brid ge-first use of second gear. Otherwise,
weath er and motoring were excellent. The
Younger Gen eration at Blenheim Camp refused
to bel ieve that such an old car could have come
all the way from Oamaru without a breakdown,
also considered the possibility of a safe return
remote.

The third day took us from Blenheirn to
Picton. We could not find the Grove Track
which we meant to follow so we stopped to
enquire, and were just nerving ourselves to ap­
pro ach two girls on a tand em bicycle when they
asked us the same qu estion! All became clear
when we discovered that the Grove Track is
now dis guised as Qu een Charlotte Dri ve. The
Track was reall y excellent for the Dodge as
none of the hills taxed top gear at slow revs.,
but I thin k it could be a little unnerving to pa s­
sengers. Wi th the positive and sensi tive steering
cornering is a deli ght , but some precision is
needed as any tendency to overcorrect puts the
car all over the road-not to be encouraged on
narrow roads.
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On we went through Canvas town with its
endur ing int erest to Nelson, where one Traffic
In spector seemed to understand the slow get­
awa y of Dod ges and the while-you-wait gear­
change. Impat ience gets you nowh ere with a
Dodge, and it is qu ite a thrill to get a big grin
from the man on point duty inste ad of frantic
beckonings and signs of nervous pro stration. In
the afterno on we arrived in Motueka , where we
pitched ca mp for the lon gest stay of the trip.

On e of the highlights of the journey was the
enthusias m shown by peo ple who have nostal gic
memories of a different kind of motoring. One
man we had the pleasure of meeting at Motu­
eka had worked on Dod ges in Christchurch in
the earl y 1920s. and was really deli ghted to see
one of the earlier models on the road again.

"Samc as the first car to go through Death
Valley in America," he sa id, "We used to call
them the Death Valley Dodges."

When we told him of the trip so far and our
projected route back he said . "No trouble to a
Dod ge! " and like man y of the old er generation
whom we met he did not consider us slightly
crazy to have started an Od yssey with an old
car, no hood and no support ca r. I feel he might
have liked to change place s with us.

Friday night saw us in Motueka , Saturday
morn ing at Kaiteriteri beach and Saturday
aft ernoon at the motor-racing (not competing)
on Tahuna beach. There we shared "Dodge
experiences" with Mr J . Sheppard, who had
brought his Dodge from Christchurch. and
watch ed more expendable cars being put
through torture.

Sunday we pottered about Motueka and its
environs.

Monday: 3 a.m. Rain. In a sleeping bag and
small tent one is fairly vulnerable, and anyone
who has risen at such an hour and packed all
their belongings by the light of a storm lantern
in pouring rain will appreciate how we felt as
we set off, and und erstand why we left the
frying pan behind . As long as we were travel­
ling the rain went over our head s, but the wiper
occasion ally stuck, wat er got round between the
side screen s and generally thin gs were miserable
until we found an open shed for the Dodge and
a good fire for us at the Owen Ri ver. After
we had bee n revived by hot tea and all home
comforts the rain stopped , and it managed to
avoid us for the rest of the day. It was all top
gea r work from Motueka to Kaiapo i via the
Lewis, save for a few yard s on the Hope saddle
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where we lost revs. and needed a change. This
was the biggest and most exciting drive of the
trip, over interesting country with all kinds of
weather, roads and scenery. We took a well­
earned rest at Waipara then drove back to our
original camping ground at Kaiapoi for the
night.

A late start from Kaiapoi after discovering
a slight radiator leak where the overflow pipe
enters the header tank-due to vibration on
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the Lewis-and we were on the last lap of the
journey. In fine weather and good spirits we
arrived home, having logged nearly 1300 miles
with petrol consumption slightly better than
20 M.P.G. and leaked . burnt, blown or wasted
about a gallon of oil (the sum of toppings-up).

Two hundred yards inside our gate came the
first involuntary stop-a petrol block. Even a
Dodge can show independence and a degree of
femininity unexpected in the genre!

(By courtesy W . Spite)
The Dodge before taking off on its "holiday."

OBITUARY
In our December Newsletter we made a

short comment on the passing of a new Wel­
lington Branch member, Miss Patricia Ann
Maloney.

Miss Maloney ("Trish") who was 26 years
of age, was a registered nurse, having graduated
at Masterton Hospital and lived with her uncle
and aunt, Len and Vera Southward in Lower
H utt.

During their visit to England in 1962 she
was third crew member taking part in the Ger­
man and Dutch Rallies and the London­
Brighton Run .

Just a short time before the unfortunate ac­
cident (in which the car she was a passenger
in, overturned), she competed in her first Rally,
driving a 1905 Darracq.

The Club extends its sincere condolences to
Len and Vera Southward.
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P.V.T. PROCEDURES
At the last Annual General Meeting a cate­

gory of Post Vintage Cars was formally adopt­
ed by the Club and since then discussions have
been held as to the procedures by which cars
in the new category are to be selected. The New
Rule reads thus : -

"Individual motor vehicles constructed after
December 31st, 1931, and not less than 20
years ' old and approved at an Annual General
Meeting or Special General Meeting of the
Club by a three-quarters majority of financial
members present and voting on a remit propos­
ing such vehicle be placed before the meeting
in accordance with the Rules of the Club, and
a register on cars so approved shall be kept by
the Club Secretary and such vehicles shall be
known as Post Vintage Vehicles," from which it
can be seen that there is no "approved lists,"
which have caused such ill feeling overseas.
Instead a car is selected on its own merits and
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any member may submit a car for consideration
at any General Meeting of the Club.

Procedure will be to make an application in
writing to the Secretary, p.a. Box 2546, Christ­
church, stating history of the car and full des­
cription and sending photographs.

With the application shall be sent 6 inde­
pendent reports from financial members of the
Club selected and requested to do so by the
applicant, who should ensure that responsible
Club officers, etc., are amongst those approach­
ed. These reports shall be in separately sealed
envelopes, accompanying the application and
each envelope shall be signed across the flap by
the author of the report.

The full applications will be presented to
each Annual General Meeting and to any
Special General Meetings held and applicants
are specially warned to post applications in
ample time to allow their inclusion in the
Agenda.

THE SCOTT IS A GENTLEMAN by G. Woodward

..

In days of old when Knights of the Road
were bold, Scott steeds were very popular and
were classed as British aristocracy. Scott owners
were a race apart and one heard of "motor­
cycling" and "Scotting", the latter a much more
refined form of two-wheeled entertainment.
Scott riders would enter in teams for all the
important trials, perhaps feeling that their
machines could not be expected to consort with
lesser breeds.

Robert Peel once said "It takes three genera­
tions to make a gentleman." A generation is
reckoned to be about twenty-five years and not
many of the aristocrats in the motor world to­
day could have had their beginnings seventy­
five years ago. However, well before the turn
of the century Alfred Scott was working on
plans of a motorcycle and marketed one in
1902.

Recently, while looking round for a machine
for everyday use. I came across a 1949 model
of this proud and ancient line . This particular
machine had had eight owners and appeared to
have been neglected by some of the later ones.
However, " noblesse oblige," and I was not sur­
prised to find, after doing a year or two's main­
tenance, that there was nothing much wrong
with this scion of an ancient house.

I was lucky enough to get the instruction
book with my purchase and very interesting it
is too. As is proper with a lineage such as
this a short pictorial history of the glories of
the past is included, starting with the 1902
model and progressing through two and three
speed Squirrels, Super Squirrels and Flying
Squirrels to the present day. I am proud to be­
lieve that I am the owner of a "Flying Squirre1."

The makers of this machine were justifiably
proud of their product. Just listen to this extract
from their instruction book .

"This sturdy and beautifully designed com­
ponent, like the Scott engine, is one that calls
for the very minimum of attention. It em­
ploys the very best principles of modern gear
box construction, and many of its features
are unique in motor cycle practice, such as
the outside bearing provided for the driving
sprocket. The liberal dimensions of the gear
wheels and all working parts ensure complete
immunity from risk of breakages. and it can
be said of the present type, without fear of
contradiction. that no more serviceable and
universally satisfactory motor cycle gear box
has yet been produced.

The Scott gear box is of constant mesh
type. engagement being effected by means of
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one sliding do g. Manipulation of the gears
is delightfully easy , yet , on account of the
robust change-mechanism and gate, quite
positive, and the risk of "missing a gear" is
remote."
When I read this I thought to myself, " Well,

this is reall y sticking their necks out." But when
I had a look inside the gea rbox I wasn't so
sure. I couldn't see a mark on any gear tooth
or dog and couldn't feel a sha ke in any bearing.
This in spite of eight owners a nd 32,000 on the
clock.

I am tremendously impressed by tbe lines
of this machine. Its petrol tank, I feel sure,
mu st have been designed by some famous
sculptor, and I should like to cast its shape
in some sympathetic metal and set it up in the
Auckland Art Gallery where, I venture to pre­
dict, it would be classed by our leading artists
as a very satisfying shape (inanimate).

The basic design of the engine has not
changed much from qu ite ea rly time s. In spite
of being most unorthdox in design it has never­
theless held its own over all the years and is
still more or less unique and also efficient
today. Gaskets in various positions are all­
important and I had a certain amount of bother
getting them oil and gas tight.

This model was fitted with "Oleomatic"
forks. Air and oil-no springs. Three or four
makes had fitted the se forks a nd all had later
a bandoned them and [ seriously considered
trying to convert mine to springs. I had actu­
ally worked out a plan to this end and then
thought to myself "Somebody must have had
faith in this idea". and set out to make them
work. Fortunately at this time I had a fort­
night's holiday and I searched Auckland for
seals and washers that would fit. The result of
my research is a pair of fork s that work admir­
ably and have not required blowing up since
assembled.

I found the clutch oil- soaked and mo st of
the insert s dropped out when I took it down. I
had a lot of fun with a hundred and sixt y-six
corks and eventually got the mult i-plate clutch
lined up and working properly.

And then I ventured on the ro ad!
When the Scott twin two-strokes first ap­

peared somebody said they sounded lik e a
" swarm of bees ." With today's high revving
minis this expression doesn 't mean a thing and
I felt a bit disappointed to hear the exhaust
note sounding like a four cylinder four stroke
engine. However, this docile sound is also an
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understat ement and when I turned up the wick
a bit-off we went like a gale of wind -wow!
- wha t Heaven to ride! Its very rigid frame
and low centre of gra vity makes handling of
corners very easy and one forgets such th ings
as speed limits and crash hats.

No wonder that, in the early da ys of the T.T.
race s. riders of these machines rode with such
verve and deli ght. It is interesting to note that
between 1907 and 1925 Scotts recorded two
first s, one second , and one third and put up
four record laps and one fastest lap! -this in
spite of small numbers competing.

In later years the factory appears to have
changed hand s several times. but there st ill
seem s to be a hard core of Scott enthu siasts
who ca nnot bear to see this unique and famous
make go into the discard.

As befits aristocrats Scotts are still being pro­
duced in sma ll numbers .

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We acknowledge Mr Tofield's letter. Un­
fortunately , there have been no replies to his
correspondence.
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1964 marks our 40th year of service to motoring . Take advantage of

our experience and

ASK AUTO PARTS FIRST

48 TUAM STREET CHRISTCHURCH PHONE 60 -993

,.

GENERAL NOTES
With great pleasure we welcomed Lord and

Lady Montagu to Christchurch last week . Un­
fortunately their stay was all too short and we
were unable to indulge them in some vintage
motoring. However, we all thoroughly enjoyed
an evening of films and talk . It was most en­
lightening and never have we seen the Canter­
bury Branch club rooms quite so crowded. It
turned out in fact to be a gathering of enthusi­
asts who hadn't seen fellow enthusiasts for liter­
ally years. We know that other branches will
be entertaining our visitors and we trust that
somewhere in New Zealand they will have time
to participate in some " rea l" motoring. We
hope Lord Montagu that you and your wife
will find it possible to return to New Zealand
to compete in the International Rally, where
we can show you ample New Zealand hos­
pitality. Michael Sedgwick will tell you about
it!

At a Special General Meeting last month it
was unanimously voted that the club year end
on May 31st - one month earl ier than pre­
viously.

HAAST:

We wish most sincerely to thank the follow­
ing branches and persons for the ir contributions
to the "Haast Fund" (as at 26/2/64)-

Branches
MarIborough 25 0 0
North Otago 25 0 0
Auckland 18 17 6
Southland 25 0 0
Taranaki 100 0 0
Canterbury 100 0 0
Veteran and Vintage Car Club

(Waikato) 25 0 0

Members
G. Bain, H . B. Foster, L. W. Humm, W.

G: Spite, J . Sullivan, G. E. Gibbs , N. Overdiep.
This fund is now growing rapidly and entries

from overseas are beginning to come to hand.
Every small amount helps and as no one has
taken up your Editor's "Non-Smoking Offer, "
she has decided to continue with the wretched
habit and donate to the Haast as well. Inci­
dentally we heartily endorse the suggestion in
the Veteran Car Club's gazette that overseas
entries br ing copious supplies of "duty free
fags ." By that stage we will need them!
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Interesting Acquisitions. - More Interesting
machinery has turned up in our locality
recently , of widely divergent types (and prices!),
the oldest, and perhaps the most interesting,
being a 1912 499 C.c. BSA. with single gear
and hub clutch. A part from rust, this old stager
was in remarkably good condition, even the
original toolkit being "all present and correct".
The old B.S.A. was one of many items auc­
tioned at a clearing sale, and we were surprised
to notice the interest taken in the old machine
by the large crowd of bargain-hunters present ,
though actual bidding for it was confined to a
half-dozen or so keen types. Bidding was brisk,
and the venerable model (plus a spare 3-speed­
hub rear wheel) was finally knocked down to
the successful purchaser for no less than £53­
a figure which caused some raised eyebrows
amongst the spectators. But to us it appeared
just another indication of the increasing interest
being shown in old machinery by enthusiasts
determined to preserve it for posterity. Anyway,
we understand that the owner is very happy
with his purchase, and, after all, machines in
such original condition as the old "Beesa" are
few and far between. We hope to bring you a
progress report on its restoration in a future
issue of "B.W."
A Good Tenner's Worth.-Shortly after the
BSA. episode described above, an advertise­
ment in the local evening paper happened to
catch our eye-"For sale, Levis motorcycle,
£10". We pondered as to whether we should
rush out to the address given and investigate,
as we had quite pleasant recollections of some
specimens of this marque on which we had
worked in pre-war days, but a frown of dis­
approval from Fotheringay, who becomes un­
reasonably difficult just because his wages are
a mere six or seven weeks overdue, caused us
to put the idea out of our head . However, some
fast worker was 'way ahead of us, for a few
minutes later the phone rang and an excited
voice informed us, "I've just bought a Levis
- you may have seen it advertised in tonight's
paper-can you give me any information on
it?" Our cal1er's purchase, it transpired, was a
twin-port o.h.v. three-fifty, minus one exhaust
pipe and muffler but otherwise complete, and
we congratulated him upon acquiring an in­
teresting model at a most reasonable figure
and promised him that we would forward him
any d ~ta we could dig up . Plenty of enthusiasm
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By GeolI
Hockley

and know-how on the part of the owner and
his mechanic friend would seem to indicate

:( that there will be a very interesting addition to
the vintage ranks in the near future.
Levis Lineage.-The first Levis-an ultra­
simple, single-geared two-stroke-appeared in
1911, and for many years was popular both
at home and abroad in various types and
models as development progressed. At the be­
ginning of the First World War Levises were
to be seen locally in fair numbers, being
handled in Christchurch by the long-defunct
firm of Pitcher Bros., who could supply you
with the 211 c.c. single-gear model for the
modest outlay of £50. It was not until 1927
that the manufacturers added a four-stroke to
their range with the introduction of the Model
A 346 c.C. o.h.v., a well-finished and compact
machine. The Model A's engine was designed
and built by the Levis people, as was the case
with their two-stroke power units, although pro­
prietary gearboxes were used-a 3-speed Bur­
man on the Model A. Although the new model
proved very popular, the two-stroke range was
not dropped, and in 1929 the famous "six-port"
model. with an ingenious induction system in­
corporating a ported piston, sold in large num­
bers . The Levis range of both two and four
strokes was continued up to the Second World
War, and the demise of this old-established
make, which for so long had been popular with
both sporting and utility riders, was much re­
gretted. A few Model A's made their appear­
ance in Christchurch, and it is interesting to
find that one, at least, has survived.
Go West, Young Mau!-We have forgotten
who first handed out this advice, about a
century ago -but in any case, he was referring
to that now legendary region of badmen, Injuns,
handlebar-moustached marshals, six-guns and
the rest of the paraphernalia which today re­
gales youthful TV audiences-not that hospit­
able area famed for its beer, blackberry, and
bonhomie which is our South Island's West
Coast. But seekers of antique motorcycles could
profitably bear his advice in mind, for we have
long been of the opinion that a search of the
"Coast" would yield some interesting finds of
ancient two-wheeled machinery, though we
never had an opportunity to test our theory.
However. our hunch ha s been proved correct
by that indefatigable pair. the Bul1 brothers of
Masterton, whose recent holiday tour-c-cum->-
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the homeward trail.
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Loaded with loot. The Bull expedition on

collecting spree around the Coast , even in the
co mpa ra tively short tim e available, resulted in
an impressive collection of loot. We wer e privi­
leged to welcome Ken and Glennie on the ir ar­
r ival in Christchurch with their faithful and
long- suffering Vauxhall loaded far past the
Plim soll line with the spoils of the chase-or
onl y a proportion of them, for the enterprising
pair had already despatched a large consign­
ment of pri celess bits and piece s to Masterton
from the West Co ast port of Greymouth. A
side-car cha ssis, with body attached. occupied
mo st of the roof rack, flanked on each side by
frames, fork s and other impedimenta, while in
the boot and the space provided by jettisoning
the rear seat , a formidable assortment of
engine s, gearbox es. magnetos, tanks and dozens
of other item s gave the car that goin g-down-by­
the-stern appearance which characterizes many
cars owned by really fanatical collectors of
antique machinery. Yet thi s imposing load of
loot, we were told, represented onl y a fraction
of what is lyin g around on the Coast. " We only
scratched the surface" , Ken informed us. All
we can say is that if thi s lot was brought to
light by mere scra tching, we'd surely like to be
on hand if some serio us excavating ever begins!
Pages From The Past.-Publisher Floyd Cly­
mer , known the world over for the tremendous
assortment of books on motoring and motor­
cycl ing subjects which flow from his pre sses
year after year. recently came up with an in­
tere sting innovation which should delight the
hearts of veteran motorcycle fan s. Floyd , who
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hung up an enviable
record in motorcycle com­
petition in the early
da ys a nd later graduated
to ca rs, has obviously
never lost his affect io n
for motorcycles and motor­
cycling history, for he has
devoted almost the entire
contents of the November,
1963, issue of his well­
known monthly magazine
"MOTOR CYCLE" to re­
prints of early races,
road records, advertise­
ments a nd the like ~
in all, 70 pages of his­
torical motorcycle material
spa nning the per iod
from 1910 to 1930. We
found the copy which

he very kindly sent us so interesting that our
bedroom light burned well into the wee srna'
hours as we roved through these pages from
the past, and we hope that thi s bold stroke on
friend Floyd's part meets the approval of the
great majority of his read ers and justifies the
appearance of another "Historical Issue" at
some future date.

There is no "WAITING LIST" if you
have Overseas Funds. Let New Zea­
land's oldest Ford Dealers help you to
get your new

ANGLIA CONSUL 315

CONSUL CORTINA

ZEPHYR 4 ZODIAC ZEPHYR 6

or one of tho se attractive special models
like the styli sh Consul Ca pri, or the

Zephyr Convertible.

FALCON SEDAN

FALCON STATION WAGON

GORDON HUGHAN
LTD.

P.O. BOX 48, CARTERTON
PHONE 8099

(After hours, R . Porter, 8452)
Licensed M otor Veh icle Dealers
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Camera

(By cour t es y P . Snnders I

Les and Mrs Nye competing in their immaculate Model T at the Dunedin-Brighton Run. 1964,

(By co u r t.ea y P . S a n de r s )

Inverrnay Hill Climb-Dunedin 1964. Gavin Bain about to "take off." Is that a new mascot or an envious
bystander?
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Review
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( By cou r t es y P . Sander s )

War ren Jord an and Humber " tes ting" a t the Ounedin-Brighton.

( By co ur te sy F rank C r-a n s t o n }

Welcome Reappearance--Bert T onk's Model 0 Hudson on tbe 1964 " Burma" trial . Wall~anui,
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IICURATOR IN THE
COLONIESII

"Take Me Back to Dear Old Beaulieu"
by W. Capperstarr

(With apologies to Mr Sedgwick)

About the most important thing that has
happened to vintagents during the past three
months-apart from Santa CIa us-has been the
visit to this country of Michael Sedgwick, cura­
tor of Lord Montagu's Motor Museum at Beau­
lieu.

There can be no doubt that he was feted,
and fated to be wined, dined and generally
treated like royalty wherever he went. If any­
thing, this was possibly something of a draw­
back, and we imagine a "progress report to His
Lordship" might have gone something like
this ... .

To Edward, Third Lord Montagu.
Dear Ed.
Well I can't say I wasn't warned about the

hospitality I'd find here in the Colonies. But
the reception I've been given here even out­
shone what 1 was led to expect.

To start with. when I got off the plane at the
airport with the unpronounceable name, I was
met by no fewer than three Bentleys and their
drivers. What a surprise that was! A three
litre, a four and a half, and a six that was
somehow spirited away from under our noses
in England a year or more ago. and which now
looks like a new car.

So the trip into Auckland was done in style,
with a trio of Bentleys thundering along in a
much more exciting manner than any B.O.A.c.
Comet ever did.

Having been deposited in my hotel, I inquir­
ed whether or not hotels in the Colonies pro­
vided a shirt laundry service for guests, and
before I could say Chenard -Walcker my glamor­
ous P. R . O. Marje Robson took over the task,
and I had clean shirts in a jiffy. I was even
offered a spare pair of trews to replace the only
knockabout pair I'd brought with me, and
which had got torn the previous day in Sydney
while I was discovering that a Riley Imp
Special was never intended for one of my some­
what mountainous bulk. Ah, hospitality .. ..

That evening the Auckland Veteran and
Vintage Car Club members turned on the fat­
ted calf for me, and I provided them with a few
hundred thousand words on cars and the
museum in general. The only trouble was that
the calf appeared to have been fatted on ale,

APRIL, 1964

honey mead, or some other such alcoholic brew
of which they seem to be inordinately fond
here in Colonial New Zealand .

Later the same evening, I was carried off to
a municipal car park affair in which the club
had taken space for its members' cars. What
an array that was . A truly pretty little Lagonda,
an Ansaldo owned by the same fellow who
owns that 1912 Duo that we heard about, a
brace of Vauxhalls , a very original Standard of
1929. a Talbot, a couple of Rileys just itching
for a fight like all Irishmen, a pair of Sun­
beams, a Packard roadster, and a Dodge.

We spent a lot of time there in the car
park thing ... .

We also spent a lot of time back at the fat­
ted calf, which we left somewhat thin-look­
ing at about two the next morning.

Next day there was a function of sorts at a
place called Western Springs, where they have a
sort of Beaulieu on rails. You know, trains
that were here before the white man, and the
buggies that were used when the white men
brought fuel shortages and strikes with them.
They've also got a plane there that was built
by a Colonial gentleman in 1908, and I can
recommend it to you if you wish to go quietly
nuts-with all due respect, you understand.
This particular flying contrivance has more
spark plugs scattered at odd places on its sur­
face than a Spanish Grandee has titles. Honest ,
they're everywhere! All we need to know is
what they do . . . . One Colonial gent took a
horrified look and screamed . " I t would never
fly," he said.

That night a couple of the local club mem­
bers took me out to look at a couple of cars
and see how the fatted calf was getting on , so
that it was almost with relief that I tumbled
into bed late that night to try and get a bit of
sleep before taking off next morning for Hamil­
ton.

Right royal receptions were again the order
of the day there, and I saw some very fine
motor cars, notably a Stutz and some of the
Nolan stable. This whole country, as far as I
ca n see, is a real Antipodean Beaulieu, and
['ve ceased being surprised at whatever turns
up.

From Hamilton I took off again for another
place with an unpronounceable name. This
one was something likes "Ta, Ma, for a nunu"
- wha tever that is supposed to mean. You 'll be
spending a bit of time there yourself during
your visit, so you might be able to catch the
name.
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Wellington was my next stop, and the Rolls­
Royce Owners' Club there turned it on again
for me. (I'm sure that when I leave here I'll
be at least two stone heavier than when I ar­
rived.) The nat ional past ime seems to get its
own back by spreading the girth of all par­
takers in this co untry. Which probably
accounts for my puzzled look when I saw a
face I thought I knew. The face looked back,
and while I was sure of its identity, and it was
sure of mine, neither it nor I could seriously
belie ve the other was in the same place qS it­
self.

If that sounds a bit confused, put it down to
the fact that I'm back in Auckland at the
moment, where we've been looking at fatted
ca lves all afternoon . What I'm trying to say
is that in Wellington I bumped into a bloke
I'd last seen driving a Sunbeam somewhere in
the South of England. A real coin shidensh

I left Wellington a day earlier than origin­
ally planned, as the Auckland calf-keepers
wanted to see me aga in before I left. They
picked me up at the airport, and proceeded to
show me some of the best fatted calves in Auck­
land. These are nearly all in the Henderson
area, a district known far and wide for the
quality of its grape-fed fatted calves. There
was, in particular, a very attractive vin rouge
tinted heifer that topped them all, and even some
hours later when we arrived in the city I could
still feel the peculiar un-nerv ing effect it had
on me.

Next day I was treated to a picnic outing in
cal f-keeper Gill's 23/60 Vau xhall, and the day
really rounded out a very full programme. After
a pause for refreshments, we stopped at a beach
30 or 40 miles out of the city and barbecued
some steak that had been marinating all morn­
ing in a jar of orange juice. Ah, what a feast
that was! After lunch we took off aga in to
see how far the Vauxhall would go without
needing a magneto change. We soo n found
out that about two miles was the limit , and a
stop was made to fix things.

Some time later we wound up in a seaside
place with no shops, no houses, a couple of
thousand miles of beach looking over to the
Coromandel Peninsula, and one hostelry. This
time we stopped a little longer than we had
for the mag change .. . .

When we finally got back to Auckland, after
looking at a Demeester (you remember we had
a letter about that one? ), we found that some
more of the Auckland members were ha ving a
working evening on a pet project of theirs, so
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we simply had to help them with their fat­
ted ca lves again.

It was rather late that night when the last
ca lf was herded in, and I was a littl e plea sed
to see the (slightl y wobbly) facad e of the hotel
loom ing up over the wet road where a mobile
water thing was hosing down the streets.

Tomorrow I'm taking off from her e for
Sydney and Melbourne, and although th is trip
to the Colonies is proving something of an
endurance trial , I like the co nvicts here . They're
eager that I should come back to some little
rally they're planning to hold next year. I'm
assured of all the hospitality in the world
(Coloni al brand) and they're even suggestin g
that they put a few home-fatted calves-as dis­
tinct from the commercial kind-all for my
benefi t.

Must go now , Ed, See you when you 've
had a taste of this Colonial hospitalit y, and
take a tip-leave the H arley's alone. Nobody
can drink a dozen bottles in one sitting. . .

Your rather squonked curator,

M ichael Sedgwick .

!

.---- -- -
( B)." co ur te s y A n on . )

Michael Sedgwick: "I can't say 1 wasn't warned
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WANGANUI NOTES
Burma Trial-1964

The 7th "Burma Trial" was held on Sunday,
January 19th , 1964, with ideal weather condi­
tions prevailing, a pleasant change after the
many weeks of unsettled weather which heralded
summer this year. A goodly muster of some 20
vehicles lined up before the starter, 17 in the
Vintage and 3 in the Po st-Vintage Sections.

With a total distance of 102 miles to be
covered, the first car, the 1923 Chevrolet tourer
driven by chairman Bevan Tasker checked out
at 9.30 a.m. from the A.A. Headquarters in
Victoria A venue.

An interesting and devious route at the start
tested navigational alertness and no less than
5 cars are reported to have turned left up a
certain "No Exit" valley road! Perhaps we
should include ob ser vers as well as navigators
next year?

The course followed through the small vil­
lage of Okoia and up a fairl y steep incl ine to
the first check on the main Fordell Road. After
cros sing the Mangamahu Ri ver over the Kaua­
ngaroa Suspension Bridge the road follow s the
river generally in a crazy twisted fashion for
several miles. The road surface was quite sound
in most places with the odd rough are as around
those papa bluffs which are common to river­
valleys in these parts. Scenery was interesting
with some very clear views of Mount Ru apehu
covered in a mantle of snow, howe ver the
dr ivers would not have apprecia ted it as their
attention was well and truly fixed on those
bend s ahead .

Trial navigation was fairly stra ight forward
with no more turn -offs before end of First
section at Mount View Station whe re the
Branch is accorded the full facilities of the
shearing qu arters for the lunch break. Only
faux pas of the da y occurred here when an Auck­
land competitor checked in but did not real ize
it was the lunch stop (and unfortunately was
not told the entrance gate was just through
the cutting) whereby he set sail for Karioi
and after some time had lapsed and his pre­
sence was mis sed a frantic chase was organised .
Norm was guided back into the fold with only
minutes to spare before he was due to be
clocked out on section two! Sorry you missed
out on lunch boy s, but readers-Norm still
managed to win even after this incident!

First experience in section two is the climb
over the Burma Hill which gives all gears the
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work-out and only one car had mech anic al d if­
ficulty here which put it out of the event. J.
Harvey had a little adjusting to do to his beau­
tifully restored 1926 Ford T , and a calamity
occurred when he literally dropped a spanner
in the works!

The ca rs turned onto Field 's Track, another
section with plenty of pull-on-the-wheel wor k
until rea chin g the main north highway near
Kakatahi . Last leg of the trip takes a southerly
swing back over Aberfeldy Hill, through Upo­
konga ro and follows Wanganui River into the
city.

As the cars checked in at Branch Clubrooms
they were put through a series of drivin g tests
and this was followed by strict scrutineering
checkover in the adjacent Council Testing Sta­
tion . Re sult s of thi s mechanical examination
caused a shuffle in the final placin gs as ag­
gregate points decided the winner, for 1964.

Wanganui Branch members were pleased to
see so many entrants from other centres. As
usual with the "Burma" a happy contingent
of enthusiasts motored down from Auckland
and, with their passengers, considerably en­
livened the week end . This year the entrants
from the north were R . Mos es driving a 1937
11 litre Riley saloon, E. Gill, a regular, in his
1923 23/ 60 Vauxhall, D . Lane driving a 1930
Studebaker President 8 and this year's popular
winn er of the Vintage section, Norm C. Adams
driving his d esirable 1925 3 litre Red L abel ,
making it BentJeys for two years in success ion!
A 4} litre Bentley dri ven by A . R. Seccombe
took the trophy home to Auc kland in 1963.

The P.V.T. Sect ion wa s thi s year represented
by three cars, R. Haynes driving a 1934 3}
litre Rolls Bentley (d.h. coupe), R. Moses in
the R iley mentioned earlier and Sarn Gibbons
who carr ied off the trophy with his expert
handling of his 1935 Aston Martin Mk2.
Incidentally Sam has a very retentive memory
for the earlier days of motoring and his ex­
periences at Brooklands, Montlery and Rhierns
are a joy to listen to. What a gem is that Aston
and many an envious glance rested on her in
the car park.

Another crowd-stopper was the Wellington
entry belonging to Alan Dray, the immaculate
1928 12 /50 Al vis Tourer, which had an ex­
ceedingly good run over the trial section with
very few points lost. Alan's brother Colin
motored up from Wellin gton in his well restored
1925 Oakland, and a full mu ster of Marton
members rallied to the fore. D. Gorrie was
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there in his 1924 Ford T Roadster, so was
C. G. Thomas in the 1929 Austin 16/6 saloon .
Henry Gaisford swished silently by in his
Phantom 1 Rol1s Royce.

From Manawatu Branch E. A. Holmwood
drove his 1926 Ford T. and L. Townshend
showed us how pleasing the 1930 Ford A
saloon can look. G . Gibbs drove all the way
down from Taihape in the 1926 Austin 12/4
tourer.

Vie Caseley driving his very smart 1926
Buick Roadster. was welcomed back into Club
circles after convalescing from his recent il1ness
and we al1 trust he wil1 keep the best of health
from now on.

Two other Club stalwarts, Bert Tonks and
Dick Lyth again fielded cars. Bert took the
Hudson Model 0 out of mothbal1s and it was
looking quite fresh with new coat of paint.
Dick drove a 1930 Ford A Roadster. Club
Secretary B. Kirkwood took his 1925 Chrysler
'70' around the course and scored well on his
time-checks.

After the day's events finished a mad dash
in al1 directions leading to a bath or hand­
basin and we all cleaned up for the buffet
dinner at Palm Lounge. This was fol1owed
by prize-giving and social evening.

On behalf of the Automobile Association of
Wanganui, Mr W. E. Fossette, their President.
presented the trophies and said many encourag­
ing words to those attending. He was pleased.
he said, that in the field of sport these days,
there still existed a keen bunch of men who
were prepared to restore and drive these cars
just for the sheer joy and satisfaction of it al1
and not for any monetary prize. The presenta­
tion of the A.A.'s beautiful silver salver was a
fitting end to the strenuous day's efforts. and
for the second year it wil1 repose in Auckland.

The very fine cup donated by Bert Tonks
for P.YT. Class was won again by Sam
Gibbons .

Colour slides of the first "Burma" 1957 were
shown during the evening to round off what
visitors told us had been one of the most en­
joyable trials ever, and for this we thank the
organiser Ken Martin for a very fine first
effort. His assisting Marshals all worked well
on their checkpoints and the Official Scrutineers
J. G. Forsythe and 1. W. Drummond performed
their duties with an extremely high standard
of thoroughness.

Our sights are set for even bigger things for
1965!-M.l.W.
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OTAGO NOTES
Dunedin-Brighton 25/1/64

Every year since 1954 the sun has shone,
though somewhat half-heartedly at times, on
the opening of Dunedin's Festival Week. This
year there was nothing half-hearted about either
the sunshine or the crowds who lined Princes
Street and packed the Octagon to see the be­
ginning of the, by now, traditional Dunedin­
Brighton Run. His Worship the Mayor said a
few words and the Honourable Mr McAlpine,
Minister of Transport, said a few more. The
police and traffic officers looked important ; the
television cameramen and technicians looked
efficient; the spectators stood around making
crowd noises and looking just like spectators ;
and the competitors waited, with an air of
quiet confidence. for the real business of the
day to commence.

The official party came down from the Town
Hall balcony and made a brief tour of inspec­
tion and then. shortly before 11 o'clock, Mr
McAlpine dropped his flag to send Mervyn
Winter's little 1900 Wolseley away on its tenth
Brighton Run . As usual, one or two com­
petitors were a little over-confident of their
machines' starting abilities and there was some
hurried flourishing of cranking handles. One
eentleman. who had better be nameless, de­
layed switching on his trembler coil until just
before the flag fell. When the expected roar of
power did not eventuate, he descended from his
seat, leaving the switch on , and reconnected
the battery-lead which had fallen off. Luckily
the machine was not in gear, for it started
immediately. Our hero then climbed back up
to his perch and prepared to drive off-in
reverse. It is to be hoped that not too many
people noticed the hurried alteration to the
position of the gear lever.

The run out to Brighton contained plenty of
incident : -

Phil Hancock's 1907 Minerva motorcycle
slipped its timing at the start and had to be
re-timed. Bill Piddington, on the 1913 A .l.S.,
made fastest time up Lookout Point-41 sec­
onds. Jim Lawry had magneto trouble with his
1911 F .N. and arrived about an hour-and-a-half
late.

The little Wolseley readjusted the float-level
in its carburettor-possibly in the interests of
better fuel economy-giving Messrs Winter and
Bertenshaw a chance to demonstrate their grasp
of basic Anglo-Saxon.
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The dri ver-for lack of a mor e appropria te
term-of a mod ern vehicle used a rear spring
hangar on Russel Mclvor's De Di on as a tin­
opener-quite successfully too -breakin g it and
ca ta pulti ng the De Dion 's navigat or int o the
bushe s on the roadside. Temporary repairs,
usin g fen cin g material s, we re carried out by
the crew , and a more permanent job was made
by Lin Gough , who borrowed the necessary
facilities from th e garage at Bri ghton.

The field tests were prepared and run by
officers of the Au tomobile As sociati on. They
set out the mar kers, gave a full dem onstrat ion
just to pro ve th at it co uld be done, a nd then
ac ted as marsh als. It all went lik e clockw ork.

There are two controversial issues arising
from the runn ing of the field tests which, w~
feel, should be brought to the noti ce of other
or ganisers of such events. They ar e here pre­
sented without co mment; as such co mment
might be considered to be bia sed .

1. A f1inty-he arted marsh al, prob abl y a
descendant of Simon L egree-or, possibl y,
Ca ptai n Bli gh-refused to conce de that Mod el­
T Fords wi th left-hand-drive should be al­
lowed to sta r t from the finish-line, goi ng clock­
wise where everyone else went co unter-clock-

(B y co urtes y P . Sand er s )

Never go to a Rall y without your fire engine!
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wise, a nd finish at the starting-line.
2. The eventual winner of the field test s was

co nside red by some to have taken an unfair
adva ntage in that "he d id intentionally dis tra ct
the a ttention of the marsh als" . The complain­
ants felt that ther e sho uld be a ban on the
wea r ing of moustaches wi th match ing leopard­
ski n waistcoats.

At abou t 3 o'clock th e cars were started
back to town where a ll a rr ived in good o rder
except A. T . Cooper's R enault-overheati ng­
a nd o ne of the Triumph mo to rcycles-tyr e
trouble. F rom the end o f the timed sec tion of
the co urse, at th e Oval , co mpet ito rs proceeded
to Glenfa lloc h. There the y par ked their ca rs
in the drive-way and them selv es on the terr ace
in front of the chalet and relaxed until dinner­
tim e. Meanwhile, the sec reta ry, with his ch arts ,
slide-rule, crystal ball, etc., sca ttered around
him, set a bo ut working out th e resu lts of the
Run .

The buffet dinner was served a nd di sp osed
of in goo d time a nd then all adjou rne d back
to the terrace for the pri ze-giving ceremony.
T here bein g no guest-of-hon our available- the
May or had to leave immedi at ely after dinner
to a ttend another funct ion-the trophies were
presented by the ch ai rm an of the Dunedin­
Brighton Run Committee, Michael H aggitt,
him self. It is fittin g th at he shou ld have thi s
hon our as it is his int ention to res ign from the
or gani sin g body after ten yea rs a t its head.

O verall winner of the event was the 1913
Star of A. S. and R. G . A tki nson, with 67
points lost. It is of interest to note that the Star
won neither the Concours nor the field tests .
Second was Judy Oakley's Regal , and th ird ,
Les Nye's Ford .

The Concours d 'Elegan ce . for the th ird suc­
cessi ve year. went to Jack New ell's 1911
Wolseley-Siddeley. L es Nye's F ord was second
and the Star third.

The field tests were won by Bob Oakley on
the 1912 Regal. Dave M ills-losin g 17 points
out of 200. to the winner's 13 points- wa s
second on the diminut ive 1909 Briton , while
third place went to the bigges t co mpeting
mach ine. the 1916 Dermis fire engi ne, piloted
by M ich ael H aggitt .

Th e Secretary's Cup, present ed by the for­
mer secre ta ry of the Vintage Car Club, Mr
A. A. And erson, and awarded to the en trant
who . to put it in simple lan guage, drives the
furth est d istan ce to the Run in th e old est ca r­
the actu al formula for work ing out the res ult is
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known onl y to th e donor; it is sa id to in vol ve
severa l double in teg rals-was won by J ulian
Loughnan . The performance was a ll the more
mer itori ous in th at Jul ian had left home in hi s
1911 F .N. a t a bo ut 1.30 on the morning of the
event.

Ji m L awry 's 1910 F .N. again won the motor­
cycle Conco urs-Concours winners seem to
have a tendency to repeat their performances
jus t to sho w that it wasn't a fluke-while the
field tests and overal1 first placing went to
Graeme J ohnson . His was a sterling effort since
the Baby Triumph. although it has two speeds,
has no clutch. T his must be a considerable
hand icap for field te sts.
Invermay 26/1/64

The hil1-clim b meeting at Invermay, with
its picni c a tmos phe re , was a relaxa tion after
the exe rtio ns of Sa turd ay's Brighton.

Lu nch-time found only abo ut a dozen people ,
si tting lackad ai sical1y on th e grass , eating­
a nd ea ti ng, a nd ea ting . T hey had br ou ght
eno ugh food wi th th em for a nothe r dozen and
didn 't wa nt to waste it. T hese people were a
s pent force fo r the rest of the d ay-martyrs to
a princi ple .

By the time the co m pe tito rs began to a rr ive
in force . rad io co m munica tio n had been esta b­
lished bet ween th e sta rt a nd finish lines and
th e eve nt was a ble to get under way im­
med iately.

F ro m the start line the road runs about a
hundred yard s s traigh t and level; then comes
a gentle left-hand bend , right at the foot of the
hill; ano ther sh ort straight is followed by a
wide right-hander ; then the grad ient ea ses to
nea rly level. A fa irly sharp left -hander is fol­
lowed by a sma ll kin k to the ri ght just before
the finish lin e. Total len gth is probably no
more than half a mile-nobody ha s bothered
to ac tua lly me asure it-but the setting. with
the beauti fully- surfaced gravel road running up
through the tre es, is q uite fine.

N obody was very worried about his per­
form ance figu res since each ca r was the only
on e of its k ind en tered . Co m para b le times,
a round 45 sec onds, were returned by Mike
T aylor's Pack ard Six a nd Gavin Ba in 's 3-litre
Bentley, the former bein g hampered by inter­
mitt ent mi sfiring a nd the latter by petrol sta rva ­
tio n. T he presidential Napier-"valve bounce
in sec ond a ll the way u p"-was so me ten sec­
onds slower, as a lso was T o ny Carro ll's Chrys ­
ler . The Regal went up in a littl e less th an a
minute a nd the Denn is- where e lse do fire
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engines ind ulge in co mpe ti tive h il1-climbs ?­
in a littl e mo re.

Fastes t time for pre -191O Britons was made
by D ave M ills, who removed bonnet , guards
and lam ps in or de r to ac hieve a better power­
to-weight ra tio an d left the bits lying around
for people to trip over.

Of co nside rable intere st was J im Bi ssland's
K.S.S. V elocette. Thi s historic racing machine
seemed to increase in po tency a l1 d ay, finally
clocking 43.8 seconds -fastes t tim e of the day .

BAY OF PLENTY NOTES
by M ax C. A very

Ne ver bef or e in the br igh t hi stor y of the
Bay of Plenty br an ch has the vintage ca r move­
ment been as he alth y a nd as vigorous as it is
tod ay . Member s ar e fa irl y b ursting with en­
thu siasm a nd new cars , a nd th e only a rgu me nts
are wi th Mum-over ho w man y of a who le host
of excit ing runs be ing arra nged by th is a nd
ne ighbouring br an ches th e boys a re a llowed
to attend .

The a nnua l D ecember run to the residen ce
of T ony James, a most genia l host , was well
attend ed , a nd marked by the seco nd runn ing
a ppea ra nce of T on y's 1913 Model T Ford- fo l­
lowed by a regrettable, bu t m arke dl y not ice­
a ble. cloud of blue smok e.

The annua l run fo r A uckla nd branch ca rs to
Tauran ga on F ebrua ry 1 and 2 a ttracted a
smaller-tha n-us ua l field of 15 cars from A uck ­
land, rangin g from the spor ting elegan ce of N.
Adarns' Bentley to the pictu resqu e so lidi ty
of P. J ones' one-ton M od el T truck. A t the
public display a t the Wharepai Grounds on
Saturday afternoon the club inau gurat ed a new
event, known as a M odel T Wal tz. in which
six Model T 's, including tourer, road ster , d oc­
tor's coupe, sedan and tru ck . formed three pairs
facin g each other. and " waltzed " back and
forth-with acc om panying noi ses from th e
bands'

Th is event went do wn very we ll wi th th e
public . as did a seesaw bal an cing eve nt. whic h
was ju st a bout impos sibl e for co ne clutches.
not bad for mult i-pl at es, a nd lik e falling off a
log for the T's .

N . Adams' immaculate Bentley wo n the
concours held the followin g day in D. C. Hen­
ricksen 's citrus o rcha rd . J . Inder's (Taura nga)
M od el T do ctor's coupe took second place in
the concours, a nd eq ua l third we re W . D ick en 's
(A uck la nd) Sunbeam seda n and M . C lose's
(A uckla nd) Ph antom IT.
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O veral I winner of the run to Tauranga was
E. Moffit driving R. Welch 's 1924 Dodge seda n.
He also took the slow section, the fast section
go ing to N . Adams in the Bentley-no wonder!
T. Royan (Whangarei) won the slow race of
the gymkha na in a 12 /4 Aust in , A. Jones
(Tauranga) won the Model T slow ra ce in his
sedan , and Adams 'n' Bentley took the seesaw.

A " hard luck" prize wa s awarded T . Royan
of Whangarei, who set out for Auckland to
take part in the run to Tauranga with his bull­
nosed Morr is, which developed serious engine
trouble in the form of run bearings at Wai­
wera. Making his way to Auckland, he trans­
ferred into a 12 /4 Austin tourer-which had
no fewer than three [Junctures between Auck­
land a nd Tauranga. No wo nder the y thought
he was jinxed!

J . Inder's do ctor's coupe is curre ntly the
pride of the Bay branch. John has laboured
for many moons on his 1923 mod el, and now,
resplendent in yellow body and black guards ,
with genu ine leather upholstery, it is ju st about
the cutest thing on four wheels.
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A Bay member with his nose hard to the
gr indstone is ex- club captain W . J anes, who
has the Auckland Easter rally as the target
for gett ing his 1926 LM type 14/40 Vauxhall
tourer on the road. Bill had to set to and
build a co mplete ly new bod y for th e Vaux ha ll,
working from a few ori ginal frame members.
He is making a ma gnificent job of it , a nd will
ha ve a ca r anyone would be proud to own .

Another Vauxhall whi ch has just come into
a branch, top-hea vy with husky Amer ican
machinery , is the 1920 model D 2Sh.p. tourer,
formerl y own ed by Barry R. Thompson of
Putaruru , and recently purchased by G.
Beetham. Geoff ha s also dred ged up a delight­
ful little veteran Humber from down south, and
has in his sta bles on e of the more p rosa ic (1)
Sunbeams, and a 1919 Maxwell tourer.

T. J am es' Ph antom HI, unique in Ne w Zea­
land, ha s been sold south , but its place in the
branch ma y soon be taken by its American
counterpart-a 1936 Pierce Arrow up holstered
in h ide, owned by N. Parkinson of Rotorua ,
who also spor ts a 1932 Studebaker President
with a custom built body, a lso hide upholstered.

(B y cou r tes y V.C .C. of N .Z.)

Pioneers-Mike Haggitt and 3 litre during a Sports Car Club event on the Taieri Plains, Dunedin. Mike is
another pioneer member of the Club, who intends competing next year at the Haast. Our photo was taken
years before the Bentley underwent a complete body rebuild and engine overhaul. The car is at pre sent off the

road undergoing final mechanical repairs in preparation for the big event.
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Th e Bay should be well represented at the
Waikato VVC Club's Lord Montagu run to
Taumaranui, and will certainly be in Auckland
in force at Easter, with probably two veteran
car s and a few vintage-not counting the mod­
ems.

HAWKES BAY NOTES
A.J.S.

With Father Xmas arriving on a Vintage
Bui ck Fire Engine, the kidd ies ' party again
proved to be a popular success. Each child
received a present and with free fizz, ice-cream
a nd lolly scrambles, they all enjoyed themselves
to the utmost.

The members Xmas party was held a few
nights later and was very well supported as in
the past.

Our Annual New Year run to Porangahau
suffered from lack of support somewhat this
year, owing to the int errupted holiday's, but
next year we hope Noeline and Ian Hunter will
see a lar ger mu ster.

The Wairoa A. and P . Society invited us to
pu t in an appearance a t the ir annua l show.
Thirteen vintage vehicles a nd five motorcycles
made the tr ip of nearly 100 miles early on
Saturday and held a sta tic display for the pub­
lic approval. During the afternoon the cars and
motorcycles drove slowly around the arena and
then back to our Display Stand.

That evening a procession was held down the
centre of ' the town and was enjoyed by hun­
dreds lining the various vantag e po ints and
footpaths. The journey home next da y went
quite well except for Lionel Pri ests 1920 Buick
Tourer attempting to resemble a geyser, the
onl y difference being that the wa ter shot out
the front horizontally in about a dozen streams.
It just shows what a block ed overflow pipe can
do.

Restorations: - Called in to see Colborne
Wright's 1907 Vulcan and he 's doing a great
job. He now ha s the sea ts fitted with the rear
of the body to be built yet. I had the pleasure
of dri ving it around the lawn a nd enjoyed every
moment of it.

Reg and Oli ve Kilbey's Chrysler "77" is get­
ting the treatment and has been stripped to the
chass is and they tell me it sha ll be finished for
E aster.

Bill Sinclair ha s his 26T Sedan road worthy
aga in with a recondition ed motor and is off to
A uckland for Easter.

The 20 /60 Vau xh all of Rex Scarrott's re-
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cei ved that much needed repaint and looks
very tidy now . H e tells me his 1915 Big X
motorcycle is next.

NORTH OTAGO NOTES
by John O 'Brien

North Ot ago looks forward to a good year
of motoring, starting off with an all-day tri al
on Fe brua ry 16.

Our a nnua l Windsor Rall y on December 7,
was a very successful Picnic run . 23 Entrie s
from T imaru , Ot ematata, Oamaru and Duned in
took part in the time trial out to Wind sor Park
on an idea l sunny da y. Russell Cross (Ti ma ru
won the Veteran). Jim Kane (Oamaru) won
the V intage, and Dave Clark (O am aru) won
the Motorcycle.

A buffet tea and Nat and Nog at night went
off with the usual spirit. Our first Xmas Picnic
was held last year and a very enjoyabl e after­
noon it turned out to be at Kuriheka E state
am ong all the Bo er War Artillery. W at tie Mal­
colm proved a popular Santa with the young
V intagents, with his fizz and jellybean s.

The club hopes to have a represent ati ve at
all outside rall ies, Roy Shirreffs a tte nded the
Canterbury as a spectator , and was very im­
pressed with their good show . R ex Mu rray and
my self started off to the Bri ghton Run with
Doug Pedlow's Model T, but owing to Trailer
trouble ended up as Spectators too. Cec il Parker
and Al f Graham are heading for Riverton, and
several members intend to go to the Mid Is land
R ally . Several have hopes of mak ing Nelson
at E aster.

Our Ch airman, Wilson Spite. has just re­
turned from a trip to Kait eriteri and back in
his 1921 Dodge. In seven days, ave ragi ng 30
miles a n hour, he covered 1300 miles, with a
new exha us t gas ket for No. 4 cylinde r thc only
trouble, and a petrol block 200 yard s from
home.

SOUTHLAND NOTES
by B. J. Barn es

Southland members supported the 10th A n­
nual Duned in-Brighton Rally in bett er numbers
this year . seven cars and three motorcycles com­
peting. Of tho se, five cars were dr iven , the oth er
two were tak en on the back of trucks a nd the
three motorcycles were trailered. A few minor
troubles were exper ienced en route-Ray Eun­
son 's Wolseley-Siddeley got a puncture wh ile
sitting on the deck of its truck-but there was
nothing serious enough to cau se a ny d istress.
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During the run it self Russell McIvor had the
mortifying experience of having a Holden run
into his De Dion . The back mud guard was
ri p ped off, th e back spr ing han ger was b roken,
but most of the damage wa s con fined to the
front of the Holden . The spring was strap ped
up by means of an old fence post and plenty
of wire , unt il, with the inva lua ble ass ista nce of
Merv. Winter, a tr adesman could be located to
weld the br oken fittin g .

Chas. Emerson is really going the Chrysler
way . At the moment his Imperi al 80 is being
thorou ghly restored , and recentl y he purchased
a 192 6 4 cyl. tourer , a one-owner ca r, in qu ite
good order. He has a lso three other Chrys lers
of va rious models, for parts for the se two and
pos sibly for future restoration .

Young member. Wayne Nicoll , has been
quietly working on his 192 6 Arrol-Johnson, and
has had con sid er able d ifficulty wi th th e dilf.
Attempts to mod ify a Bu ick crow n whee l and
pinion ha ve proved un successful a nd the
original Arrol-Johnson pinion has been built up
and is to be machined to fit-Wayne fortunately
has access to suitable engineering ma ch inery
for th is work. The sedan body is somewhat
dilapidated , suffering both from the depreda­
tions of the weather and the ju venile popula­
tion. Unfortunately, the car has to be garaged
outside and little can be done about the situa­
tion . Wa yne has hopes of locating and fitt ing
a su itable touring body.

Wally M cQuarrie 's 1924 Studebaker is und er­
going the last throes of restoratio n with work
progressing on the upholstery and final fittin gs.
A new hood will be fitted later.

In Southland the making of ho od bows has
been a problem as none of the joi nery firm s
or boat builders will und ertake to do th e stea m
bending. Robin Barnes has neatly overcome
this by making them by th e lamination process.
His success has been gree ted warmly by other
enthusiasts and hood bows will be made by
the sa me process for Ch arl ie Emerson's Chrys­
ler, Wally McQuarrie's Stude. a nd the writer's
Peugeot.

Ray Lindsa y ha s recentl y purchased another
Model T- a 1923 Tourer in good order.

Russell Mcl vor and Jim Pickles a re rejuven­
ating another 192 3 Model T tourer whi ch was
al so in good order when found . Apparently it
was in excellent mechanical condition and very
sound bodily although lack ing hood bo ws and
fittings.

Ray Eunson has recently put a hood on the
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1909 Wolseley-Siddeley and is doing a bit on
th e Maxwell as well. At th e last ob servation
the motor had been rebored a nd was waiting
reassembly, the wheels and r ims had been
finished , so me of the chassis clean up wo rk had
been completed. and some body re pa ir work
had been finished .

CANTERBURY NOTES
During the first weekend of February 25 ca rs

were th e gues ts of local Cheviot or ganisations.
A very pleasant morning time tr ial through
North Canterbury was organised to get a ll th e
cars to the venue. Parts of the route need ed no
route ca rd as an oi l trail was left by a certa in
Daimler with a n oil filler left open.

After a picn ic lun ch we proceeded to the
Cheviot Showground s where much fun was had
by all , wh en we st age d Gym khana type events
and th en competed ag a ins t th e local s. In th e
eve ning a dan ce wa s held in our honour.

T he following morning after head s had
cleared, we had a short scenic time trial around
the di strict agains t local s in their modems. A
pleasant run home wa s had in the aftern oon,
th is co nclud ing a mos t enjoya ble weekend .

One very noti ceable entry was A ndrew An­
derson's 40 /50 Napier , wh ich was first away
and last to arrive. Although the 40 /50 carries
two spa res Andy ran out of boots . The N ap ier
was also seen wander ing aro und North Can­
ter bury on th e way home looking for a local
with a plug spanner-hard luck Andy!

Another car making its debut at thi s meeting
was Alex Shad bo lt' s 1929 Hupmobile Sports­
man R oad ster 6. Th is car is very unusu al and
was completely restored in a matter of three
months and in fact was onl y finished off on the
day. To look at the Hup. you would not think
this, as it is as usual a thorough and wonderful
job of restorat ion .

While on the sub jec t of res tc ra tio n, Jack
Wilkins and Robin Beardsley have jus t received
the rem aining bit s of their 14 litre 190 3 Darracq .
With AIf Woollett s as sistance they finall y go t
a fine enough weekend to di g them up from a
paddock in In vercar gill. Wh en the bits arrived
in C hris tchurch the R ailways D ept. ad vised
Robin that the sc rap iron had arrived (so me
people will never learn th e d ifterence). They
now have 2 engines. jz chassis , 3 front axl es and
2 gea rboxes. If anyone has a I-I rear end to
fit this monster it ma y hel p. A fearless driver
will also be required.

Bob Scott's 1912 M etallurgique is now fin-
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ished mechanically and only requires the body.
etc. Keith Bradding is also burning the mid­
night oil on the model R 1920 Hup. roadster
with sights set, like many of our members here,
on the Haast run. While on the subject of
Haast. most of our members are either work­
in'S at top speed on a new car or reconditioning
their existing vehicles with this run as a target.

At a recent Branch committee meeting it was
decided to form a sub committee to work in
conjunction with Hugh Foster to look into a
quicker, simpler and fairer way of judging
ccncours. With ever increasing numbers of cars
at big events, this judging has become a serious
problem which is not easily solved to satisfy
everyone. This committee hopes to come up
with something suitable and satisfactory to all
V and V owners. If any other Branch has any
views on this matter we would be glad to hear
from them.

TARANAKI NOTES Ian Howell

Looking back through Branch Notes and
articles in the Beaded Wheels of past years,
brings to light the fact that the majority of our
vintage and veteran cars have been found in
poor condition, left by the former owners to
rot silently under a pine tree. or in a shed full
of borer and rusty nails.

However. now and then some lucky indivi­
dual comes across a motor car which has been
looked after fastidiously and driven sedately
(but never in the rain l ), and one such person
is Bill Ashman, of New Plymouth.

His find, a 1928 Hudson super 6 Cabriolet,
has had only one owner, and is in first class
order, having done only a small mileage. The
Hudson has only been repainted once, in 1940,
and is a replica of the original paint-work. The
29.4 h.p. engine is a six cylinder, having a bore
and stroke of 31 x 5.

Another low-mileage car was found by Colin
Payne of Toko, in the shape of a 1927 Morris
Cowley coupe. This vehicle was found in an
open shed at Whangarnornona. The original
owner eventually parted with it and Colin has
since restored it.

Colin also has a 1925 Morris Cowley, a
decrepit 3 litre Swift, and a Clement-Bayard.
which he believes to be of 1914 vintage or
earlier. This car will be well worth waiting to
see; unfortunately the radiator and gearbox are
two essential components which are missing (if
anyone can help, Colin's address is 2 RD Strat­
ford).
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At the moment there is only one truck en­
thusiast in this branch, being Rob Thomson.
Rob has acquired a 1924-25 Chevrolet 4 cylin­
der "Superior" model. He found the Chev. in
the Wanganui district. being used by a Chinese
greengrocer.

Rob also has the radiator and other sundry
parts of a Cutting, an American veteran of
extreme rarity. Little is known, at present, of
its history, or the firm that manufactured this
car. Perhaps at a later date more will be known
of this rarity.

This Branch is planning a Provincial Rally,
after the nature of the Burma Trial and Hunua
Hundred approximately three weeks after Easter.
Unfortunately, I have no fixed date at hand, but
interested persons should contact the Secretary
for further information.

WAIKATO NOTES by Les Death

A rather quiet quarter since the last "Notes",
but the writer did have the pleasure, during a
South Island tour, of meeting the Editor and
Mr Anderson where the Haast Pass Rally was
discussed. The route of the tour took him over
some of the country which it is believed will
be traversed by the Rally, and, never having
been there before, he has returned very im­
pressed with the grandeur of the South and
the hospitality of folk down there.

The Club's Harnilton-Pukekohe Rally, which
took place on January 10 was somewhat marred
by heavy rain. so that only 17 vehicles took
part. The winner this year of the Laurel Wreath
and the Sir Robert Kerridge Trophy was Roy
Hicks (1928 Austin 7), Morrinsville, 2nd was
Peter Thompson (1925 Dodge), Hamilton. and
3rd was Lew Roberts (1929 Essex), Hamilton.
The ladies' prize went to Mrs Joan Brown
(1924 Standard), Hamilton.

The highlight of February was the visit to
Hamilton of Michael Sedgwick, the Curator of
Lord Montagu's Motor Museum at Beaulieu,
England. The Club arranged a special meeting
where Michael lectured for quite a long while
on the Museum, and revealed a vast know­
ledge of cars of all ages . One of the most in­
teresting evenings members have enjoyed for a
long time.

In March, Lord and Lady Montagu arrive
in the Waikato, to attend the Taumaranui
Rally, which takes place on March 14 and 15.

This takes the form of a simple run to Tau­
maranui, with an evening gathering on the large
farm property of our hosts, Mr and Mrs Met-
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Let's desig n and Qu ote you for yo ur Po int
of Sa le D isplays too . . .

Officially Approved Club

Windscreen Stickers

ALL
Silk Screen Printing

in strong colours on any surface.

SCREEN PROCESS
PRINTING un

Ribbons

Signs

NEW PLYMOUTH

(Keith Kircher)

BOX 504

Posters

Armbands

GOSSIP! GOS SIP!

Colin Lyons str uck bad luck recently when
the garage in which his 1924 VS Cad iliac was
stored caught fire. T he car is a total loss which
is hear tbreaking after the hours of wo rk Colin
ha d put into it. R eal tou gh luck chum! !

Ta n Ba rnes has found a 1910-11 Precision
M ic in very good restorable order.

A lan Brehau t is making a fabulous job of
the 1924 Hend erson 4 cy linder. As one visitor
remarked : "Give th is b ike full th rottle and [
wo uld be trai ling in the breeze like a scarf"

I hear that M alcolm Field is do ing so me
good work on his Chrys ler road ster. Looking
forwa rd to see ing thi s one go ing.

Co lin Westoby is ano ther who is maki ng
s low but sure work of his sa loo n Al vis.

Jo hn Preen's Bean has go ne to its new owner
in C hr istchurch. T ha t's a pity as we cannot
sling off at Bean's Preen any more .

We ll. fo lks, mu st away-see yo u nex t iss ue.

ca lfe. wi th a shor t gymkhana on the air-s tri p
the follow ing morning.

Open to all members of any veteran and
vintage ca r club, and entry forms can be ob ­
ta ined from Box 924. Ham ilton , bu t app lica ­
tions shou ld be made as early as possib le as
it is necessary to limit the number of persons
that can be accommodated there.

Monthly meetings have now been arra nged
in H amil ton, and members shou ld no te the
dates : March I L Apri l 15 (the A.G.M .), May
13, a nd J une 1O-all at the H istorical Society
R ooms, Bryce Street, Ham ilton .

In co nclus ion for thi s qua rter's "Notes", the
Club wo uld like to reassure "H urnberette", the
Wa nga nui bran ch scr ibe, who finds him self
mortifi ed by the jux ta posi tio n of the nam es of
the Wa ikat o Pre sident (R. 1. Peace) a nd the
Secre tary (L. Death ) tha t this is, indeed a very
live corpse!

SOUTH CANTERBURY NOTES
by Brian A. Good ma n

Beaded Wheels time round again! Now what
has been happening. Oh yes . The Oamaru
Windsor Run was invaded by 5 South Canter­
bury mem bers and Russell Cross in the 1914
Ford ca rried off th e ve tera n sect ion . It looked
rather strange to see Ia n Barnes competing with
a 4-wheeler though . On December 14 we held
our Ch ris tmas Party. This turned out to be a
real WOW of a do. T he dr ess was fancy, hard­
up , shipwreck, etc. With 36 out of abou t 52
members presen t it shows that there is some­
thing in having a small branch. The nex t day
was our children's Christma s pic nic which wa s
held at Eric R obins' . This was also well at­
tended. Bill P idd ington a nd Russell Cross took
the ir 1913 A.J .S. a nd 1913 H umber respectively
so ut h for the Duned in-Bright on . T he A.J .S. was
2nd ove ra ll a nd the Humber won its class. A ll
in a ll a good effort. Com ing up. three mem bers
will be ta king cars to Inverca rgill for the Ri ver­
ton a nd 5 o r 6 bikes will be go ing to Chris t­
church for the M Ic ra lly. A bou t 4 ent rants will
be head ing fo r Mo tueka and then we ca n relax
until Q ueen's Bir thday weekend.

MARCH 14 is the date of the Mid-Island
run. After a lot of disappointments the run
looks a lot brighte r this time . T here should be
at least 20 en tra nts an d eve ryone is putt ing their
shoulders to the wheel to mak e this run a suc­
cess .
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HOW GOOD CAN THEY
COME

by G. Woodward

On a recent trip I visited one of my fav­
ou rite tow ns, Wh aka tan e. I have some very
good friends the re a nd a mong these are Ken
a nd Ces Goodwi n, mo to r-cycle dea lers. whom
I ha ve mentioned before in these pages.

T he Harl ey had blown a hole th rou gh o ne
of her exhaust pipes and I asked my frie nds
if they could help. Ken go t sma rt ly to work
an d from a plumbe r acquaintance he produced
the righ t sized pipe in copper a nd proce eded
to put those complica ted H arl ey bends into it.

While this was, goi ng on I d id a bit of
maint enan ce a nd when I started to adjus t the
rear cha in I di scovered so me unwar ranted
sloppi ness an d found that the whee l sp ind le
was broken.

When I go touring I carry spa res for
a lmost any emergency but a broken rear wheel
spindle I had never considered . T hey're sup ­
posed to be everlasting! I had visions of my
holiday bein g bro ught to an untimely end . but
the re was one chance. Last year I had ac ­
quired a few odd spares in R otoru a and among
them was a rear wheel spindle which I had on
my she lves at hom e. The trouble was I couldn't
remember whe ther it belonged to a 5 /6 or a
7 /9 . I knew also that I had a spare wheel with
a spindle in it up on the "mezzanine floor"
somewhere.

After going the ro unds of my frien ds in the
town in vain (and who could expect anyone to
have a spind le for a 1926 H-D !) I ran g my
wife in A uck la nd a nd asked her to sea rch the
shelves for some thing hav ing the necessa ry
dim ension s. I even expl ain ed to her how to
extrac t the spi ndle from the whee l o n the " mez­
zanine floor " . Poor sou l, she sou nded com ­
pletely at sea ove r my tech nical instructions.
bu t bei ng a practical type she made notes of
all I had to ld her , a nd to my del igh t, by mid­
day next day a pa rcel containing two spindles
of the exac t di mensions arr ived .

D uring th is period of waiting the H arley
had bee n par ked at the Goodwins' prem ises
and when the replacement part ar rived I was
a lloca ted a corner of thei r workshop in which
to get the old girl mobile again. I was even
included in the ra tion strength for morning
and af ternoon tea a nd Ces was good enough
to invite me to his home for dinner, where I
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met his charming wife and fami ly. From th is
occasion I went back to my digs on a R a bbit
scooter, ki nd ly lent by Ces. It wo uldn't be
much trouble to 'Get the Habit , ride the Rab­
bit" . You on ly have to start the mo tor electric­
a lly, and open the throttle to go place s.

Whe n the H arl ey was ready I rode her
back to the di gs glad that I could be on the
road again the next mo rning. My landlady saw
me arrive and k nowing the story of my trou bles
an d probably thinking I looked tired sa id " A re
you going to bed ?"

"No fea r," I sa id, "I a m th inking of going
to the pictures-what abo ut comi ng? " H alf an
ho ur later I packed her into the sideca r a nd
roared up to town, as she was delight ed to
excla im, a t 100 m.p.h . !

Af ter the show we had the pleasure of ex­
plaining to the riders of a modern sma ll motor­
cycle, who were inclined to snee r a t the H ar ley,
that thei r machine wo uld probably be o n the
scrap heap before the H arley ga ve up the ghost.

Next mo rni ng on the way to Gisborne I
called in on the Goodwins to pa y my bi ll. I
was told I owed 6 / - for a piece of copper pipe.
Nothing I cou ld say wo uld convince them that
I owed them any more and I had to lea ve
coun ting them among the very good friends
vintage motor-cycling has given me .

"Beaded Wheels" is the
Voice of the World's
Most Vintage Car
Minded Nation ­

New Zealand

It IS avai lable to non-memb ers of
the national Club at only

10/- per Year (4 Issues)

Write with Postal Order to the
Club Secretary, p.a. Box 2546,
Christchurch, New Zealand .
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THE 1965 INTERNATIONAL RALLY
of the

Federation of Veteran & Vintage Car Clubs will

1. Have as many cars as the London-Brighton.

2. Cover the territory of a Glidden Tour or Monte Ca rlo Rally.

3. Have sufficient time for all competitors to get to know each other
and to relax between Stages.

4. Enable competitors to complete the route at minimum cost if required
- Subsidised Field Kitchen - Fuel and Oil suppl ied - Special
discounts on Internal Air Travel.

5. Be truly International-keen enquiries and shipping bookings have
already been handled from Great Britain , D.S.A., Au stralia, South
Africa, Germany, Holl and , Spain, France, Italy, E ire and Belgium.

6. Have to be limited to 300 vehic'es .

HAVE YOU ENTERED YET?
HAVE YOU BOOI{ED SHIPPING SPACE YET?
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CLASSIF IED ADV ERTISEMENT RATES
MEM BE RS OF V INTAGE CA R CLU B OF N .Z .

INe. : F ree for first th ree lines (a pprox . 25
wo rd s) ; therea fte r 1/- per line (8 words).

NON-MEM BE RS: 51- for first th ree lines o r less ;
thereafter 1/- per line .

T o be acc epted a ll advertisements must be typed
a nd be acc om pa nied by the nec essa ry remittance a nd
mu st be in the ha nd s of th e Editor no t later than
the 15th da y of the m ont h befor e publicati on date.

Specia l disp lay advertiseme nts of ca rs fo r sa le
co m plete with ph ot os may be inse rted a t spec ia l an d
very reason ab le rat es, for det a ils o f wh ich serv ice
write to th e Editor.
FOR SA LE : 1929 Studebak er Co mmande r, excellen t
ru nning c rde r, stra igh t 8 mot or. I. Marusich , M ain
R oad, Wakefield , Nelson.
WA NT E O : Br ass side lam os. Lucas, Ble rio t o r P .
a nd H . Good co nd ition, a nd fai r price. M . J. A nder­
son , 20 H ackthorne Roa d, C as hmere , C hristchurch, 2.
FO R SAL E : Roll s Rovce Silver Gh ost 1920. Good
cond it ion, £8 50 o.n .o . Also Studeba ker 1920 specia l.
Exce llent o rig ina l condi tio n. Ple nt y of spar es . A.
Wal lace. Phone 324M , 131 C ar ru th Road , Papa ­
toet oe , Au ckl and .
W ANT EO : Tnformat ion leading to th e ca ptu re , dead
o r al ive , of survivi ng spec im ens o f the marque Lea ­
F ra ncis suita b le for restorati on or sna res. Repli es to
M ark Rob inson, 8 Cha tfie ld Place, Rernu er a , Auc k­
land .
FO R S AL E. with regre t. du e to o ther comm itment s
a nd lack of tim e-l n 5 C adillac V8 . V63 M odel .
co upe . Recent com plete ove rha u l. includin g rebo re ,
new pistons. bear ings, valves, tim in g chain. etc. Bod y
re-wooded . new trim . Sp a re pa rts inc lude gearboxes.
seve ra l diff s . including 1914 2-speed. stee ring gea r.
a nd rnanv mo re too numerou s to me nt ion. Ru ns
ver y wel l.' oowerf ul a nd fas t. Ha ggling begins a t n oo
I h ~ 1("'1. M,,<t he so ld. Id ea l Haast Pass Ral ly Car.
Noel Mc Mi lla n. 54 Met huen R oad, Avondale, Auck­
land. Ph on e 888-R14.
FO R ~A LE : 1921 H arle v-D avidson Twi n M Ic E n­
gine. wi th combi ned gearbox . A lso Sax on eng ine a nd
radiaror in cood orde r. Offer s nlease to A. Vickery.
~10 Wat erloo R oad. Hornbv. C hristc hurch ,
WANTJ': D : Su itable brass e lectr ic ta il-light fo r 1920
A nv us Sa nde rso n. R. Cook , 4 Oa k ridge Street , H al s­
we ll. Ch ris tchu rc h.
FO R SAT.E : Re ar sea t po rti on for single cv linder
Cadillac Tul io Bod v abo ut 1907. Buttoned leather
co mp le te with soua b. need s a tte ntion. What offer?
Ad ver tiser C / o. r .o. Box 6 1. C hris tc hurch
WANTED: D arracq ra d ia to r requi red for co m pleting
1911 rest orat ion iob . Bu y or swa p. Also. o the r sn ares.
Tan Will iam s, 43 Derby Street. C hristch urch. Phone
54-384.
W A NTF O : F or 1911 Ford T . Brass G as headlamps,
Souare Br ass ker osen e tail -Iam o. Ignit ion co ils. H ienze
~ 5 / 16 x 3 I /16 x 5" for wooden co ilbox. Cast Brass
Rad iat o r can. Brass do ub le twist bu lb horn a nd j o r
f1e:>,i h le bras tu b ing for sa me. R .H . runnin g board
h ~ s Fo rd sc ri nt runni ng par all el to s ides. R . D . C ross,
:> .'i K inc Stree t. T im aru .
FOR S AL!':: Si" ne w 1955-511 H illman M inx oist on s:
sl'l nda rd sive. wi th ri ngs and uudgeo n nins. W ill fit
e ithe r 20-60 Sunbeam or 20- 60 Vauxha ll. C . Dodds ,
19 La m beth Crescen t. P aoanu i, C hristchurch 5.
FO R S AL E : 1927 A ust in. pa rtl y res tored. in nice
cond ition ~ '1 d ru nning we ll. with man v s oa res , £80
or offers. Ph one Newton . Wcl linz ton, 84 -204 .
W A. NT FD for I)re-1926 A us tin 17. / 4 (to ure r): Wind ­
screen frvrne. wi th side lam o brackets. rear ax le (nar­
row WIck), headl amps. ta il lamo (e. A . V. elec tric).
Evan Deight on . Ma ngawek a . Phon e 17D.
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LOST: W ou ld a nyone know ing present whe re abouts
of a ny o f the 1938-39 VA type I{- l itr e M .G. fo ur­
sea te r tourers please con tact G . E. Vogt her r, p.a.
Box 7 1, Hastings.
WA NTED : F ro nt com ple te fo r square side light.
Model F o rd C.L. A.S .Co. G . W. Pidd ington , 11 Bel­
field Street. Ti ma ru.
FO R SALE : 1935 SS-90 two-seat er spo rts. R ecen tly
fitted with SS- I00 2+ litre m ot o r. Ou ts tandi ng per ­
fo rm a nce. a ppear ance and condi tion . F or de ta ils a nd
pho to , wr ite J . R. Chivers, P.o . Box 506. R ot orua .
WA NTE D : 50 deg ree V twin magn et o a nd Smiths
o r sim ila r carbu re tto r fo r 1914 H u rnbe rette. Al so ,
ace tv lene head lamp and tail-l igh t for M Ic. C. Butler ,
24 Ba nbur y Street, C hristchurc h. 5. Phone 896­
935395 .
WANTED : Lat e ve te ra n o r vintage lour ing car. sui t­
able fo r long run s. Re ason able cond ition . 1. T a ylo r,
157 Con de ll Av enu e. C hristchurc h, 5. Phone 4 1-3 11.
WA"lT E' O : For 1977 M o rr is C owley (fla t radiator
m od el), 2 f ront and on e rear m ud guard (in good
orde r), 2 M orris snubbers, on e m ot omet e r, one Sm ith s
5 iet ca rb u re tto r (in good ord er), fo ur 19" x 3·r' r ims
(3 stud, in go od order). Con tac t lan H ow eJl, C !o.
Duncan a nd Davies, Box 340, Ne w Plym outh .
W ANTE D: F or Ae ro M or gan 3-whce ler. a ir cooled
O.H .V. mo tor or even cyl inder s with va lvc gea r fo r
1.A .P. twin m otor . An v Aer o Mo rc an part s a re of
in te rest . F O R SAL E : Three 5.25 x 2 1 tvrcs a nd tubes
in goo d order. £8 / 101-. F our 4.50 x 2 1 tvres. tubes
»nd New Beaut v rims in excellen t co ndition. £ 15/ - / -.
D . War ren Jor dan . 41 V enus St reet, Tnve rca rg ill.
FO R SA I.E : T hree brand new a nd unused 880 x 120
head ed edge tyres and tu bes. A gi ft a t £ 16/1 0 / - ea.
f<1 r th e tyr e-s and £2 / -1- ea . fo r the tubes. A . W .
.Iones. Revan s St ree t. F eather ston .
FOR SA t E : 19:.'4 Dod ge in aocd or de r. C omolete
wi th o rigi na l ow ne rs ha ndb ook , etc . £ 15. Ap ply .
R. Murrav. I. H.R .D.. Oarn a ru .
FO R SALE: H a rlev-D avidson M I c. 1923. 10- 12 h.o .
Resto red con clition.- side fra me . with dc liverv box.
~0me spa res . £70. R. Ol dfield , 40 Lincol n Road. H en­
rlerso n. Au cklan d.
FOR ~ A. l .F : Wh eel sor eader to fir 2 1in solit r ims.
"\ wh- els. 4.7'; x 5.00 x 19" . wire s oo kes . 6 <tud h oles.
!=nollir ies : H . Bush . 144 W hile ' Swan R oad. Mt.
Rovki ll. A uc k land, 899-830.
W 1\ NTF D: 711 x ~ BE rim fo r 1923 H arl ev-Davidson .
A1<0 electr ic headlamp rim an d re flecto r fo r sam e.
W ANT F.n: Pair br ass headl amps. su itab le fo r 1909
r:1e I11e" t Bava rd, Contact Bri an A. G oc dm an. Box
~ () I I. Washd yke , South Can te rb ury, or ph on e 7877 .
T ima ru.
WANT ED : Lonauernar e ca rburett or , su it 1907
" Bro wn" M / c. Al so 191 3-14 Triumph brake ped al
and br a ke rim . hub gear model. W ood , 7 M ax well
Avenue. Pao at oetoe .
WANTED :' Au sti n 12/4 ( 1926/28) handbook or
manua l wa nted . Ph one, wri te or ca ll, D avid K av.
135 l d ris Road. C h ristchur ch, 5. Ph on es : Bus. 65-669.
ex t. 46. oriv . R96- 935852.
WA NTF.D : Ma g-dvn o, footboa rds. sadd le and pri m­
a rv chai n case fo r 350 c.c. E .W . D ougl as. Re nlv: D.
G oodrn an . 12 Ki nviz St ree t. Anderson s Bay, D un ed in.
WA NT ED : Sa nkev wheel s. 2 l in. o r larger 5 st ud .
3.,l. stu d cen tres . Five reouired . T . Gra y. Phon e
597-683 collect. I Ar o puni Avenue, O ne hunga, Au ck ­
l'I n <1
W ANTED : Racing ca r bu ilt before 1952 or a lte r­
native lv. h isto ric sno rts ca r o r no n-o riginal erigined
car . mig ht sui t parricula rlv ex McMillnn rnono-oosto
AIfa R omeo an d his Al fa Ai tken . Deta ils. ph o tos
nlease, to P. H. G iddi ngs . Brookl and s C o ttage. Old
Portslude, Sussex , U. K .



Whether VETERAN, EDWARDIAN, VINTAGE

or MODERN - they all need

~
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' ;\', 1: ~~~ LESCO
I j , Made in 0 R A CAN
lOne Gallon P U - ­

and
Two Gallon
Capacities

Stand It Up or Lay It Flat It Will Not Leak

or Smell

Ava i lable from Your Garage or Service Station

Manufactu red under ALLBOYS Licence by

SOUTHWARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD.

Seaview, Lower Hutt



The best of today for the champions of yesterday
Old or new, an engine needs a good oil. For
maximum protection, your car maker advises
fresh, clean CASTROL regularly. When it comes
to oil, no -one knows better than Castrol. For
over 60 years Castrol have made oil and only oil!

Automobile ma nufactur ing concerns such as
BMC, Ford , Rove r and Reliant, have chosen
Castrol for their "Works" teams for all 1964
International Rally Events .

Always ask for

CASTROL
'balanced' Supergrades by name!

CASTROLITE CASTROL XL
W 1041


