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I "HORSELESS
CARRIAGE"

In 1893 the first gasoline powered motorcar in the United States cruised down
the main streets of Springfield, Mass., at a specd of fivc miles an hour! This car
was made by two brothers, Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea,

In 1896 Henry Ford drove his first car out of the machine shop in Detroit.

Later, his system of machine-made, interchangeable parts, and assembly line

production, put motorcars within the price range of the man-in-the-street.

By the beginning of the 20th century, 8,000 motorcars were registered in

the United States. These were powered by steam, gasoline or electricity, and

even then they did not look much like the original "Horseless Carriage."

Some of the laws passed in the early days of the motorcar make us chuckle

today. For instance, one community ruled that if a horse refused to pass a

motorcar the driver of the car must "take the machine apart ... and conceal the

parts in the grass". In some places motorcars were banned entirely, and angry
farmers guarded their livestock with shotguns against these "contraptions of the

devil."

It is easy to see that early motorists were indeed brave pioneers, often

rnnning risks that would be hard to imagine today, for they also had to contend

with the discomfort of rough roads, open driving seats and temperamental

engines. Times have changed and those first motoring enthusiasts would be the

first to appreciate the advances made both in car and tyre design since the

exciting, s timula t ing days of the "Horseless Carriage."

FIRESTONE Tyres, since the earliest days of motoring, have
set the standard of reliability, economy and safety. Today's motorist,
like his father and grandfather before him, looks to Firestone for
EXTRA mileage and EXTRA reliability.
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PACE TWO

CHRYSLER 75
The ca r we have chosen for the second

comparison in these series, is the Chrysler 75,
No. 9 12, owned and driven by Ch arl es Max-
well of Wellington. '

This particular Chrysler Road ster is a
1929 six cylinder model with a 3Y4- in. bore
and Sin. stroke giving 248.9 cubic inch dis­
placement. In round figures the rat ed h.p.
is 25 .4 and the maximum 75 h.p. is developed
at the relatively low figure of 3200 Lp.m. One
of the most noti ceable features of this car, is
the fun ctional elegance whi ch of cours e is
quite apparen t with a number of th e better
class Am erican Roadsters of this period .

Ch arlie M axwell has made the most of the
flambuoyant lines of this ca r by choosing a
two tone colour scheme which a lesser ca r
wouldn 't dare wear. It is orange and choco­
lat e ( C ha rlie calls it J affa ) whi ch combined
with the natural finish on the 18in. wooden
wheels and a gene rous amount of chrome
plating, give the ca r exac tly the " Playboy"
look it is int ended to hav e. A white vinyl
hood and spa re tyre cover set things off very
nicely.

T o return to some of the more down to
earth facts about this ca r, it was chosen by
Charlie as being a most suitable contende'r
for th e Haast Rally. He had been lookin g
around for sometime for a suita ble car whi ch
would have a good all round performance and
yet be quite practical for the ordinal)' pur­
poses such as ca rrying a large quantity of
camping gear and fishin g gear, etc., and also
if necessary, pro vide a comforta ble bed when
the need arose .

Charlie bou ght this car becau se it seemed
to cove r all his gene ra l requirement s and also
the ca r itself appeared to be in fairl y good
all-round condition, but like man y enthus­
iasts before him, Cha rlie soon found out that
beneath the bri ght irid escent blu e paint and
other fan cy embelishments th at had been hung
on the ca r over the years, there nestled a
frightful amo unt of rotten woodwork and
rusted sick lookin g met al. Ch arli e however
being a pretty intense sort of a fellow, decided
that there was onl y on e way to tackle the
restoration of this fine ca r, and th at was to
strip it completely and sta rt off rebuilding the
chassis and then systematically go right
through the who le ca r until the job was com­
pleted to his sa tisfac tion. M an y new parts
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were located and made and the chassis was
finall y reassembled to awa it th e placin g of
the big side valve engine and gear box whi ch
of course were completely rebuilt with as
many new parts as could be obta ined. While
this mechanical work was bein g done , th e
body had been given a com plete rebuild
which necessitated in a new wooden fram e
and a lot of panel work bein g done. To­
wards the Christmas of 1964 the ca r was
sta rting to look more like something which
could possibly be ready in tim e to com pete in
the big event in the followin g March.

Once Charlie had the Chrysler running
again, he found all sorts of un expected mala­
d ies larg e and small whi ch inevitably seem to
occur when a ca r has had a complete rebuild .
M ore money and a lot more tim e were re­
quired to finally get the Chrysler into the
necessar y stage of completion for the Haast.

Once th e C hrysler had a few miles up,
it sta rted to sett le down and it became evident
that this ind eed was a car whi ch could take
an ything in the wa y of long distance rally
motoring over any sort of conditions in its
stride and give its driv er some very pleasant
and rapid motoring.

T his a ppears to be as good a tim e as any
to give our customa ry facts and figures con­
cern ing the gen eral side of th e ca r manu­
facturer. Waiter C hrvsler had virtua llv work­
ed all his life in the mot or ca r manufacturing
industry but did not ac tua lly build a ca r
under his own name until 1~) 24. He had by
this time acq uired the "Maxwell" ca r factor y
and firstly ma rketed a very high quality
4-cylinder car the Chrysler 58 which amo ng
other refinement s boasted 4-wheel ext ernal
hydraulic brakes. This car was followed a
few months later bv the first 6-cylinder
Chrysler 70 a most delightful ca r and at least
one of these very early 6's is in the hands of
one of our club members.

It wasn 't until 1 ~) 2 8 that Chrvsler decid­
ed to market an ' in-between' 6-cyli;1der model
which had a longer wheel bas~ and sligh tly
bigger motor than the sta nda rd medium pri c­
ed car, which betw een the veal's 1924-1927
had been known as the Ch'rvsler 70 . This
first larg er model was known 'as the Chryslcr
72 and a team of mu ch modified 72' s com­
peted at Le M ans in 1928 with grea t success,
two of them finishin g third and fourth with
the avera ge speeds of 64 .56 and 62.4.1 m.p.h.
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for th e 24 hours respectively.
The following yea r th is ca r was rein­

troduced as th e C hrvsler 75 whi ch wa s th e
first C hrysler to h~ve int ern al hydraulic
br ak es a nd th e narrow profi le flat rad iat or,
othe rwise its ge ne ra l a ppeara nce a nd per­
forman ce was very sim ila r to th e C hrysler 72 .
Looking back ove r th e yea rs, one has to res­
pectfully sa lu te men like C hryslcr for p ro­
ducin g suc h a high quality vehicle for a
rem arkably down to ea rth pri ce. It would
a ppear th at th e ca r described in thi s a r ticle
cost a bo ut £5 75 in New Zealand and when
you co ns ide r th at th e average medium pri ced
car of th at peri od only cos t abo ut £ 150 less,
th ese big ca rs represented very good value
ind eed.

I road tested o ur test car recently and
must ad m it th at th e drive ende d mu ch too
quickl y becau se I found th at thi s ca r became
m ore a nd more part of you as th e m iles crep t
lip.

The first impression one ge ts abo ut thi s
ca r is th e spacious co m fo rtab le int erior a nd
th e ge ne ra l easy reach of all th e necessary
drivin g co m po ne n ts. The eng ine fired im­
mediat ely a nd settle d down to a smoo th hiss.
Low gea r was quite unnecessarily engaged a nd
we moved quietl y up th e st ree t with very littl e
gea r whine. In second gear th e ca r felt more
like a raceh ors e waiting impati ently to be
unl eash ed , but as I had a lot more 30 mil es
per hour a rea left , one co uld n ' t afford to ge t
too impatient. Open road finall y reach ed
a nd by thi s time I had sta rted to ge t th e feel
of th e ca r and found it had rem arkable low
spee d torque cha rac te r ist ics and it co uld go
down to 10 m.p .h . quite happily in top ge a r
and accelera te briskly away without any ap­
parent effort. As soon as some open road
appeared I changed down to second a nd
acc ele ra ted briskly up 45 m.p .h ., int o top ge a r
aga in a nd 65 m.p.h. wa s reach ed a ll too quick­
ly for th e rather un suitable roa d co nd itions.
Aft er a bit more ope n road crusing, I decid ed
to try some hill work. I found wh at I co nsid ­
ered to be a nast y little hill a nd se t off up it in
top gea r a t a nominal speed . The big motor
lazily took th e hill in its str ide virtu ally as if
it wasn 't th ere a t a ll, a nd I soo n foun~1 th at
th er e d id n ' t a ppear to be a hill a bo u t which
could upset th e C h rysler a t all. On th e return
journey I found more time to noti ce th e
steeri ng wh ich is pleasantly light alt ho ug h
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very acc u ra te a nd quite shock free - the
suspe ns ion which is pleasantly firm but re­
mains excee d ing ly comfor ta ble over a ny typ e
of road cond it ions a nd for a lon g sp ring
chassis, sho ws very little tenden cy to roll on
tight co rners. I had occasion to t ry th e l'4 in.
Lockheed Brak es a co uple of times a nd was
frankly a mazed a t th eir eve n efficiency, r
wo u ld say eq ua lly as good as most mod ems
with disc wh eels on front a nd certa in ly big
eno ug h not to hav e th e nast y fading charac­
teristi cs of some of th e braking systems : on
othe r co n tem po ra ry Ameri can ca rs. The only
criticism th at I co uld find with thi s particular
ca r, wa s th at it a ppe a rs to be rather under
ge a red for th e weight to h .p . rati o. The
co m plete absen ce for ne cessity to use th e ge a rs
see ms to point to thi s factor. This typi cal
low gea ring a nd also a tenden cy for th e mot or
to fun ver y coo l under a ll co nd itions, prob­
abl y a nswe rs th e questi on as to why th ese
cars hav e a relati vely poor pet rol consum p­
tion.

Jn clos ing , I must em phasise th e wonder­
ful restorati on th at C ha rl ie has don e on thi s
car a nd he is now goi ng to be a ble to enjoy
many th ou sands of miles of good vint age
mot oring in thi s ou tstanding car. In cidental­
ly a fact that m ust be mention ed is th at th e
Chrysler is a film star in her ow n right a nd
will shortly be see n in th e " Ta tional F ilm
U n it" co lour film of the Internation al Rallv
whi ch should be on sho w in New 2ealan~1
about th e end. of this vca r,

P.S.-As Cha rl i~ wa s a bo ut to load th c
ca r on to th e boat to bring it home afte r th e
Internation al R ally , he was a pproache d by a
married couple who sta ted that thi s was the
very ca r th at th ev had taken on th eir hon cv­
moon , and of course th ey are very keen to buv
it ba ck . In th e end CIlarlie ha'd to promise
th em f rst I'dusal if th e ca r is ever sold .

O u r apologies to th ose contribu tors
w hose artic les have, throu gh lack of space
to be held over until M'a rch . A nd 10
Bran ch es w ho se not es ha ve had a little
"stllffin~JJ removed . W e would ap precia te
your assista nce in keep.ng Bran ch Notes
brief iuitli fe w if any tabulat ed results as th ese
are so of tell du plica ted in your OW l! news­
lett er, Se ueu teen Bran ch es can lake liP a
grea t deal of copy and we must ensu re that
all have (11/ eq ual righ: to space. - Edit or.
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ROUTE SIX
It was hoped when th e Club ra n the

Intern ational Rallv that th e roa d down th e
West Coast would' be finished and the Rally
could be rout ed this wav. Unfortunat ely this
was not to be the case 'and competito rs had
to be satisfied with a trip from W an aka to
Pleasant Flat .

At least one competitor still had a great
desire to d rive on this route and when the
road was du e to be opened on Nove mber 6,
Les Nye and the writ er discussed the possi­
bilit y of doin g the round trip - Dunedi~,

O tira Haast Dunedin in Les's 1930 Austin, ,
7. The idea was enthusiastically rece ived an d
plans were mad e to arrive for the official
opening on Satu rday morning at I 1.00 a.m.

The a im was to do the round trip in as
sho rt a tim e as possible, and with this in view
Les and I decided to leave early Friday morn­
ing and driv e till dark .on Friday evening,
bedding down for the mght as far south on
the coas t road as possible.

We spent qu ite a lot of tim e preparing
a schedule for the route and had decided on
an average speed of 30 m.p.h. on th e good
sections of the roa d, d ropping this to 20
m.p.h . for the tough er sections. This avera.ge
would have allowed us to get to Fox Glac ier
by 7.30 p.m. on Friday evening if we. got
away to a good sta rt at 4.00 a.m . on Friday
mornmg.

Sa turdav's tim e-table ca lled for a depar­
ture tim e of 12.50 midday from Knight 's
Poin t, if possible, and a return to Dunedin by
midnight on Saturd ay. T his schedule, there­
fore, required 15Y2 hours continuous driving
on th e Fridav followed bv 12 hou rs on the
Sa turday, to 'com plete th~ round trip. If all
went well, and th e car behaved , we felt this
programme sho uld be rela tively easy to .keep
up , and with a cont inuous change of dri vers,
not too tryin g.

In order to keep a record of the trip , we
too k a portabl e tape recorder and used this
machine, in preference to trying to take notes,
as we went a long. T imes of a rrival, average
speeds, and an y other inte resting happenings
en route were record ed in this fashion , and
this turned out to be an excellen t idea as it is
very diffi cult to think back after the event and
remember all th e details.

As far as the ca r was conce rned , little
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preparation was needed and afte r Les ha?
checked it over - given it a grease and oil
cha nge - he declared it read y for .the tl:ip.
The car, incidentally, has covered 4,000 miles
this veal' includ ing the H aast Rally and has
been 'in daily use .since th en with no trouble
being experienced.

With all preparati ons in hand , we felt
that the onlv uncertainty was the weathe r,
which, if it t~lrned nasty, 'could close the roa d
and force a return trip thro ugh O tir a. Our
only attempt to cover th is contingency was tu
carry enough prov isions to last us until Sun­
day and to pack a tent.

And so to Friday morning. Up at 3.00
a .m. an d Les arrived just before 4.00 a .m.,
th e gea r was load ed and we were off on the
first leg of our 780 mile journey.

An uneventful trip was had to D unsan ­
del a stea dv cruising speed of 50 m.p.h.
bei:lg maint~ined and an average for t.his
part of the journey o.f 38 .6 m.p.~ . bein g
achieved. We were overjoyed a nd feeling very
happy with ourselves as we turned off the
main north road at Dunsandel and headed ,
as we thought for Darfield , on th e main west
coast roa d . H ere, our na viga tion proved a
litt le faulty, and aft er floundering around the
H ororat a area, we finally ca me out on th e
coas t roa d at Springfield with our ave rage
speed down to 36 m.p .h ., some heavy gra vel
conditions, and our ego conside rably below
par. H owever, after filling up at Springfi:ld
( the ca r that is ) we rea lised we were running
ab ou t yj.-ho ur ah ead of schedule, had a ca r
that was running perfectly, and had already
covere d nearl y a qu arter of the journey: All
this com bined to boost our morale, and With a
cer ta in amount of aba ndo nment we tackled
Porter 's Pass 3,200 feet , the high est on the
route. The Springfield side is a steep climb
for about 2 miles but the "7" made it easily
in low gea r and we were soon ploughing
narrow tracks th rou gh the gravel towards
Arthur's Pass. 'When we left Dunedin rain
was fall ing, but by now conditions, altho ugh
still overcast, were warm and dry, the road
was in excellent orde r and a steady 40-50
m .p.h. could be maintain ed provided one was
ca reful to avoid the heavy gravel and keep
one's eye firml y fixed on the tyre swe pt
tracks on the road . Those people in the Club
who have experience of Austin "7's" will rea­
lise tha t it takes tim e to correct one which
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Camp site Moeraki River, 3 miles north of
Knight 's Point.

(hy nHl rl t·sy G . Sharpc )

has decid ed to wander int o heav y gravel.
Arthur's Pass was cvc ntua llv reach ed and
climbed by midday , without effo rt, th e seco nd
high est Pass of 3, I00 feet, and our first cross­
ing of th e Divide was now behind us. The
stee p run down th e West Coast side was
treat ed with ca re, followed bv a faster run to
Kuma ra ] uncti on , th e ave rage for th e total
trip being st ill around 35 m .p .h. whi ch was
mu ch high er than expec ta tions, and we were
now abo ut I Yi hou rs ahead of our schedule .

Aft er turning in a sourt hc rlv direc tion a t
Kum ara Juncti o~, we were soo!; a t Hokitika ,
and the journey towards hom e had begun .
'V e had now covered 346 miles with no prob­
lems a nd nearly half our trip was behind us.
The weather had cleared and we were delight­
ed to find , as we passed throu gh R oss, th at
instead of a gravel surface, we were on a
good, scal ed road whi ch contin ued as far as
th e Franz ]osef Hotel. Aft er leaving Ross
th e road runs throu gh practi call y continuo us
bush country, for som e distance, th en as on e
travels further South some magnifi cent scen­
ery of mountain s, lak es and clea r rivers come
into view.

At abo ut 3.30 in the afternoon we cross­
cd a little strea m ca lled Vines Cree k, our
speedo reading 395 miles, and we estimated
this to be th e half way mark in ou r journey.
Vin es C reek is ju st a few mi les south of H ari
H ari, a small West Coast town 49 miles
south of Hokitika . The Austin , apart from
three fuelling sto ps, had now been running
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con tinuously for 11Y2 hours and had been
dri ven hard the whole time without any sign
of compla in t.

A sho rt stop was made for self cong ra tu­
lati ons and a look at th e sched ule, after whi ch
it was decided th at instead of sto pping off
round about F ra nz ] osef area, we woul d pu sh
on, and with a ny luck sho uld make al most as
far as Kn igh t' s Point, th e end of th e roa d .
Wc pr essed on and were soon passing th e
magnifi cent new Franz ] osef H otel and
negot iat ing the rather tortuous Waih o Go rge
roa d between Fr an z and Fox. This was th e
worst stretc h of road we had , so far, ..en­
coun tered with its narrow, rou gh 365 turns in
it, and to make matters worse, ca rrying a
fairl y large volume of traffic. The sealing had
a lso ende d, and we were not to see it ag a in
until just north of Hawca, ab out 170 miles
aw ay .

A fuellin g stop was mad e a t the Fox
and once again we were on our way south
towards Bru ce Bay and Paringa, 30 miles and
44 mi les respectively from Fox. The road
between Fox a nd Paringa, a ltho ug h gravel,
was in good order and no diffi cul ty was
expe rienced, and if it had not been for our
schedule, we would have liked to have had
numerou s sto ps to view the scenery.

On arr iva l at Paringa , we mad e some
tentati ve enq uiries abo ut hu ts for sleep ing,
but were told th at everything was a bsolutely
full , so we decid ed to keep on go ing until
we found a camping spot. At this stage we
were only abo ut I:'> miles away from the pla ce

Pleasant Flat Bridge.
(by CO U I·h -~ y G . ShaI"JJl~ )



•

,' I\GE SIX

where the official opening was to take place,
and the time was now approximately 6 p.m.
Wc felt we had had a fairly good day' s motor-
IIlg.

\Ve eventually found a reasonable camp­
ing ground on the banks of the Moeraki
River, which left us roughly 4 miles to go on
Saturday morning. After pitching camp,
we took stock of the day 's motoring - 445
miles in 15 hours, a car still running perfectly,
and two very sore posteriors. Saturday saw
us ready to move off (6 a .m.) and we drove
down the road , crossed the \Vhakapohai
River, called into a Roadway Camp for a
yarn and a cup of tea and then travelled
on to the locked gates which thelvlinistry of
\Vorb had erected across the road a mile
north of the official opening point. Here we
sat eyeing this barrier to our progress for about
an hour before the Traffic Department let
us through.

9 ~.m. saw us parked just before
Knight's Point , in dismal weather, for by this
time yesterday's weather had deteriorated
into a continuous downpour. \Ve had a two
hour wait before the Prime Minister arrived,
and another hour before the official speeches
were finished , and finally, at 12.30 p.m. we
crossed the opening point in amongst a gase­
ous galaxy of officialdom due to Les's usual
careful placing of his car. Wc now felt that

the run for home had really started, and after
negotiating the Brcccia Creek section of the
road, which later slipped and caused the road
to be closed on Saturday night, we had a
virtually clear run for the remaining 12 miles
to the Haast River and the homeward leg up
to the Pleasant Flat Bridge, Gates of Haast
and finally to the Haast Pass of 1,400 feet,
the third highest point we had climbed, and
our second crossing of the Divide.

Back in Otago, we had a really last run
down the Makarora Valley feeling absolutely
jubiliant, only to run out of petrol just be­
yond Makarora Station. However, the reserve
tank was soon switched over, and with no
further delay, and quite a good run down the
side of Lake Wanaka on a now a good two
way highway, we arrived at Hawca.

After a I'd uelling stop, wc were on our
way again , achieving over the fast stretches
of road to Crornwcll, Alexandra and Rox­
burgh, averages as high as 44 m.p.h.

Clarksville Junction was soon reached
and once more we turned north for the last
37 miles run to Duncdin, pulling into town
at 8 p.m. on Saturday night.

\Ve had been 40 hours on the round trip,
had covered 780 miles, had driven continu­
ously for 21 hours, and had decided, next
time, to take a week or more and see some
scenery.

At the Divide.
(by courtesy G. Sluu pc)
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We may play around
with old cars In our
spare time ! !
But when we make
something, we like it
to be modern and
up to date , like the

POUR-A-CAN
THE

All Steel
Petrol Container

2 gallon 56/-
1 gallon 47/-

NEW ZEALAND TUBE MILLS LTD.
SALES D IVISION OF

SOUTHWARD ENGINEERING CO.. LTD..
LOWER HUTT
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INVERMAY HILLCLIMB
At th e A.C.M. held in Christc hurch,

ea rlier this year, th e Otago Bran ch sought
and was gra nted th e 26 th Fe bruary 1966, for
a hillclimb, to be held just outs ide the city,
a t th e Inverrnav R esearch Sta tion. This a rt icle
is design ed to give members some background
to this event.

In 1961 the Otago Bran ch , conce rned a t
lack of support for its ann ua l picni c run held
the day after the Brighton Run, began to seek
some event whi ch would a t tract its members.
After mu ch thought th ey decid ed to try a
picni c-cum-hillclimb. The venue selected was
a fine privat e road a t th e Invermay R esearch
Farm about six miles from Dunedin. It had
been re-made for the Queen 's Visit and bore
no resemblance to th e usual farm track. The
road chose n was a little over a mile lon g,
gravel surface d, and running up throu gh the
plantation to th e top of the farm. At th e
tim e th ere were no plan s to mak e this a
fier cely com petitive event. The orga nisers
hoped th a t th e novelt y of th e event would
att rac t membe-rs 'either to compete or just
come along to wat ch .

On th e day it was qu ite a pparent that
the idea was a great success. A goo d number
of local cars, and even a couple from out of
Dunedin who had hea rd abo ut it, decid ed to
come along. The club used wh at has now
co me to be known as the lon g course. This
com prised a level sta rt, well back from the
hill , follow ed by a left switc h throu gh a ga te ,
then a sha rp right turn , a series of lesser turns
go ing left-right-left , a flatter stretch and
finally a sh arp and narrow left turn over a
culvert and a straight run up to th e finish line.
The method of timing was rather primitive
and sa fety a rra nge me nts probabl y a bit in­
adeq uat e; but no one was very serious or
expe rience d and a goo d tim e was had by all.

Three things stick in th e author's mind
about thi s day . The only mishap when a 509S
Fiat dropped a wheel in a dit ch- coming
down afterwa rds. The sight of one large
Andcrs on shoe ho rn ing his way int o an Austin
7 and dashing off up th e hill on ly to return
thro ugh th e pines muttering about abysmal
roa d hold ing; and the aut ho r's ow n effor t of
making slowest time of th e day in the sa me
lethal little yellow bu zzbox.

When th e question of next yea r's event
a rose, th e answer was un animous. So 1963
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sa w us all out a t Inverrn ay once aga in . That
yea r th ere was quite a crowd ! It is doubtful
if any hillclimb has ever at t racted a mor e
diverse en try. Amongst th em was a n Aero
M organ , a Dermis fire engi ne, an SS90, a
12/ 60 Alvis, a Del age and severa l othe r vin t­
age cars and specials. This time th e short
course was ado pted . The narrow culvert
corne r a t th e top of the hill had seemed a bit
da ngerous, so it was omitted and th e hill
finished furth er down. At the sa me tim e the
sta rt line was moved close r to the hill proper
so th at speeds wo uld be low ered slightly.
These two cha nges sho rte ned th e course to its
present length of just under a mile.

Once again the accent was on amuse­
ment rather than con test so the entrants had
a great tim e swopping ca rs and whizzing,
whe ezing or wandering up the hill depending
on the ma chine of th e mom ent.

At thi s tim e it seems right to mention
th e qu estion of trophies. The only cup ava il­
able was onc origina lly awa rde d to th e win­
ner of the Picni c Run . The orga nisers decid ed
to awa rd it in a rather peculi ar fashi on . It
would go not to th e fastest time of th e day,
but to the en tra nt wh o, th ey conside red, had
ma de th e most inte rest ing contribution to the
day. This might be fast est tim e, it might be
slowest. It could be awarded for pr act ically
any whim of the gentleme n conce rne d . T his
may seem a lun ati c a rra nge me nt, but in
practi ce it has work ed ver y well and there is
no doubt th at all th e winners have deserved
it th orou ghly.

The first vcar's winner was Trcvor
Timms with his 20/60 Vauxhall a nd he ag ain
shared in th e honours for 1963. The
cup went to Des Moon ey and his 12/60
Alvis for F.T.D. for Vintage cars. Trcvor's
sha re? Well he drove th e Alvis on its fast est
run and bought th e ca r straight afterwa rds.
The lad was obviouslv sa tisfied with his test
drive. Other events ~f note were many and
varied. T he O aklcy Regal a rrived 'really
str ipped for ac tion with a large chunk
of downpipe as its freeflow exha ust system .
Les Nye tr ied th e deli gh ts of a Mark IV
J agu ar and turned on a ver y creditable exhi­
biti on. Cordo n Sharpc went lip in th e M oo­
ncy Alvis, the hood dropped down over his
face and " Blacko ut Bend" got its name.

M ech anical disasters? Well the Alvis
broke a clu tch finger but mad e it hom e under



its own power.
Nee dless to sa y th e boys were back aga in

in 1964. The short course was once more
in use and both tim ing and sa fety a rra nge­
ment s were improved. The entry was smaller
th is year bu t graced by th e pr esen ce of th e
Anderson Napicr and th e Bain Bentley, both
from C hristch urc h. The Bentley met stro ng
opposition from Mike T aylor's Packard but
finally prevailed . Fastest tim e, however,
went to a motorcycle ; th e KSS Velocettc of
Jim Bissland . This effort with a slipping
clutch earning him th e cup . An other Ve te ran
arrived stripped for serious rac ing, this tim e
the Briton of Dav e Mills.

H eadwear was th e notable point of this
event. Dave Mi lls, recently ba ck from Antarc­
tica wore a ver y ga rish fu;' bon ce cover, while
Taylor 's crash hat proved to be a firem an 's
helm et.

All this brings us to 1965 and th e
last Invcrrnay. This tim e th e weather be­
tra yed us a nd th e day was wet. The sole
entra nt, wh o had a rrived on tim e, was 0 11 his
way hom e again when he met Oaklcy, and
the ver y open Regal. The pair returned to
try condit ions and were soon joined by th e
Haggitt Bent ley, Mitch ell's An zani Specia l
and th e Goodman Douglas. Th is last , a rather
spec ia l model concoc ted espec ia lly for Inver­
may, composed of a Vint age eng ine in a
Veteran frame and tot a lly devoid of weather
protection .

In th e event th e An zani non-started and
the contest devolped int o two twosomes. The
H aggitt Bentley met ste rn compe tition from
the T ofield Alv is, The Bentley finally man ag­
ing F.T.D. by one tenth of a second . The
other two also had a goo d dice but th e Regal
pr oved to hav e bett er adhesion in th e wet,
while Dou glas and rid er rapidly became an
animated mud pie.

The trophy this year went to Goodman,
naturally eno ugh. An yone wh o is happy to
rid e in those cond itions deserv es some com­
mendati on . I hav e never seen a dirtier lad
than Go oclman, at th e end of his last run,
screa ming up th e hi ll tossin g twin plumes of
spray fifteen feet into th e a ir, front and rear.

Well th is brings us up to dat e with the
happy saga of Invermay. I hop e you realise
now wh y we like it so mu ch ,a nd I hop e it
reassures those a t the A.G .~{. wh o were mut­
tering ab out ca r breakers when we spo ke of

th e event. T he damage so far, one broken
clutch finger on an Alvis and one Fia t driver 's
ego severely dented.

No w th e event has grown up and th e
orga nisers hav e th rown it open to club mem ­
bers as a wh ole. It has come quite a lon g
way from its origina l sta tus but it rem ains
primarily a goo d day's fun in very pleasant
Sl1rroundings.

Ca re to come and join us?

OBITUARY
A Tribute to

Sidney Alfred (Sam) Gibbons
On Septembe r 25 th, with the sudde n pas­

sing of NII' Sa m G ibbo ns, th e vintage moto r­
ing wor ld lost a most remarkable gentlema n.

Althou gh of a quiet and mod est manner,
Sa rn had nevertheless enjoyed a most colour ­
ful lifetime during whi ch he pa rticipa ted in
th e "zoldc n ace" of discovery of th e motorb b •

vehi cle and he was also a pion eer aviat or.
T o his family and friends we send our

condolences. .
In our M arch Issue we will publish an

article on Sarn 's int erestin g motoring life and
his man y associa tions with th e motor ing
"giants" of an era go ne by.

Mr Gihbo ns at the wheel of his Aston.
( by ( 'll ll l'lt's y Pho ro- :\'(·\\ \ )

-
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THE SIZAIRE NAUDIN REBUILD
PART 11

Aft er hurriedl y low erin g th e S.N. chassis
from its hibernati on in th e ra fters of my work­
sho p to show in a displ ay, th e first job was
a new brass wat er tank, with th e correc t
Oan ged and rivettcd construc tion, to repl ace
th e origina l, wh ich had been va nda lised and
was also crac ked du e to vibration .

The coo ling syste m is rather un usual in
th at there is a dashboard mounted header
tank connec ted by large bore piping to both
cylinde r and rad ia tor. It fun cti ons very well
even th ou gh no fan or pump is fitted. O f
course th e Lindis Pass with a following wind
induced some boiling but th ere is a large
wat er ca pacity and it was not man y years
pri or to 1903 wh en th e origina l desig n was
completed by Siza irc and Naudin th at
eva pora tivc coo ling was used by Panhard.

An aluminum casting, using a De lage
steering whee l, plus some argon a rc weldi ng
by N .A.C. and modi fica tion by filing resulted
in th e metal parts of a repli ca whee l, more
wood-working, teak in this case produced a n
a uthentic lookin g result. An in teresting sta­
tisti c from M . Siza ire is th at th e original
stee ring wh eel cost 4 fran cs!

It was abou t this tim e th at dism antling
and a close look a t th e eng ine showed th at
defects ; vere worn cranksha ft, shafts and
cra nkpin - rather similar to th ose of a large
motorcycle eng ine, a very mu ch hom e-m ad e
cas t alumin um piston with a king pin from
some unknown Fr en ch vehicle as a gudgeon
pin and pieces of pet rol t in wrapped around
th e m ain bearing bu shes. Also need ed were
new va lves, tappets a nd one timing wheel,
and th e mechanism for slid ing th e tap ered
inlet ca m to control th e eng ine was missing .

The cr ankcase required accurat e mach­
inin g on nearly a ll faces and th e connec ting
rod was la ter found to be crac ked. T he re
were of course, none of the original mounting
brackets or auxiliari es, nor a clutch .

Su ch was the pri ce of selectin g th e cor ­
rect model of eng ine in place of th e rela tively
perfect Paraparau mu one.

The illustrati on gives a good idea of th e
eng ine layout , exce pt that on th e ea rly 190 7
model th ere was no governor a nd magneto
ignition is fitt ed.

Becau se of pr evious expe rience of trc-
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mend ous vibra tion with a more poorl y design­
ed sing le cylinde r eng ine, I decid ed against
a cas t iron piston , but th e nearest aluminum
one I could find was th at used in th e Gypsy
M ajor ae ro eng ine whi ch was O .K . in all
respects exce pt th at th e diameter was 3 mm.
too sm all. T o overcome th is I mod ified a
Gy psy Queen piston for use as a pattern ,
go t two castings in L.M .B. alloy, heat treat ed .
and mach ined one .

The gudgeon pin on M. Sin zairc's re­
comme nda tion was enla rged by using a spa re
from the Sta nton Spec ial, a nd the compression
was raised slight ly but not as high as the
6 : I figure sugges ted by M .S.

Aft er spend ing about a week of spa re
tim e polish ing th e origina l connec ting rod a
40 ton Zinch e steel forgin g, r had it magn a­
Iluxed , which revealed a fati gu e crac k th at
had begun as a forgin g defect. Welding would
have been a srnple wa y out but as cylinde rs
a re rather sca rce this was not don e. Instead
nearl y £3 worth of EN 25 U a 55 -60 ton /
inch :! steel in the form of 2% diameter bar
was bou ght. T his compo nent was th e only
one for which a record of the time spent was
kept and th e hours, spent initiall y a t hom e
rou ghing out by turning, a very slow ope ra ­
tion on my lathe, and lat er a t work on va rious
lathes, a sha per and a milling ma chin e totall­
ed 50-60 hours. The fin ished connec ting rod
when polish ed , looked quite impressive and
th e machine sho p forem an would not believe
it was not part of an ae ro eng ine.

W ork also progressed on th e ne w cra nk­
sha ft parts and the reboring of the taper in
the rea r flywheel , and also truing th e cra nk­
case, in some places by hand scra ping and
in ot hers by having it machined on a precision
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jig borer a t work. One astonishing defect in
the design was that th ere was no mean s of
locati ng accura tely th e two halve s of th e
crankcase to mai nt ain bearing alignmen t.
This was ra pid ly modifi ed by making tapered
crankcase bolts and taper ream ing th e holes
pri or to th e bori ng mention ed above. Apart
from this and th e discovery th at the ra the r
dubious b ig-end lubricati on system had been
pr evented completely from ope ra ting by th e
previous assembler putting a thrust washer
in the wro ng place, th ere seemed to be litt le
at fault with the design , rugge d parts with all
shafts etc. casehardcned and ground , promi s­
ing reason abl e life for th e bron ze bu shes
lubricat ed with cast or oil as S. & N . used from
I ~)07 on.

T his incid ently burns with a rather un ­
usual smell whi ch resulted in prot est th at
Naudi n, who won the 1907 Coupe des Voit ­
ur ett es, had done so with the a id of p icric
acid , a che mica l used in th e manufactu re
of explosives, mix ed in his fuel. Sha des of
boron or I.C.A. etc . !

P rior to assembly of th e cranksha ft I
checked the external flywh eel for sta tic ba l­
ance and found it wdi out , this being cor­
rected by drilling.

Also, as I had no idea of th e weig ht
of th e origina l piston , but was certa in th at
my version was ligh ter , it seemed adv isable
to check th e amo unt of counter balan ce on
th e internal flvwh eels. The necessity for
this I sho uld expla in as ba lanc ing of 'single
cylinde r eng ines seems to be incom plet ely
understood by man y wh o fit lighter piston s
etc.

I n a vertica l sing le with the ro ta ting
masses in th e crankshaft, flywh eels and big­
end of the connec ting rod balanced by coun­
terweights, but no account taken of th e re­
cipro cat ing masses, in p iston , gudgeon pin
and up per end of th e connec ting rod , violent
vertical inert ia forces ac ting when th ese mov­
ing parts change di rection at th e top and
again a t the bottom of th e stro ke will be
tr an smitted through th e bearings a nd cra nk­
case to th e chassis and th us noti ced bv the
dri ver , part icul arly if he happens to be 'driv­
ing a 1904 Humber.

If, however, one adds furth er counter­
weight to the cra nksha ft opposite th e crank­
pin , th e constant centr ifuga l force du e to this
ex tra tends to oppose th e vertica l inert ia force
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and lessen th e loads on the main bearings and
th erefore th e vibrati on noti ced by th e d river.
H owever th e centrifugal force is un opposed in
th e horizont al direction. T he refore one can
redu ce th e vertica l force a t the expense of
int roducing a horizont al one. A fai r com­
promise is usually wh en about 0 .5 or 0.6 of
the reciprocating weight is balanced out by
ad d itio na l counterwe igh t.

T o my sur prise I did not have to drill out
mu ch weight from th e counte rweights to ad­
just the m for th e lighter piston, so perhaps
M. Sizaire used a factor of less th an .5 or .6.
H owever th e result, wh ether it was d ue to th e
balan cin g or th e vibra tion damping prop er­
ties of th e wood en chass is delighted me, and a t
th e peak R.P.M. reach ed so far in top gear
(down th e Linclis Pass with full valv e lift
and a following wind ) of 2,200, th e vibrati on
was not excessive.

Assembly of th e crankshaft, whi ch took
nearl y 2 days, chec king for true runn ing,
tightening and re-checkin g resulted finally in
all parts of the main sha fts running with
.0003in . or less ecce ntricity . T his and bolti ng
togeth er of th e cra nkcase after fittin g of th e
bushes and reaming them to 35 mm . with a
large piloted reamer was completed in th e
first days of 1965.

Soo n it 'was bolt ed int o th e chassis , sup ­
ported by th e hrackets from Australi a , an d
the cylinder fitted. T he pr eviously mad e
magn eto hracket and d rive, water pipes and
S.U . ca rburettor ( with th rottle rem oved )
were fitte d . This latter device, .a long with th e
ex-gypsy majo r BTH magne to with im pul se
sta rte r, fitted wh en I found that I was on lv
just stro ng eno ugh to crank it, let alon~
produ ce a spa rk from th e ca msha ft speed
Bosch magn eto has ca used some adve rse
comme n t. Howe ver, the BTH magn eto ell­
abled me to have th e eng ine running at
3.30 a.m , one Sunday morning. The neigh­
bours heard it also, altho ugh I doubt if it
delighted them as much as it did me as a t
that stage there was no exha ust pipe!

A conside ra ble number of othe r things
were bein g done on the car about this time.
as a rev icw· of pr ogress about mid-Novembe~
indi cat ed th at some serious work was required
if I was to compete in the Haast R ally.

O ne of th ese items was the rear axle
which required man y new parts. The layout
of this is very unusual and ca n be seen from

-
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figure 2 (Septem ber issue ) . There is a pinion
shaft with three conce ntric pinions ( just plain
ope n gears ) with 19, 13 a nd 7 teeth, mounted
in a hou sing which is co ntrolled by a helical
bronze ca m connec ted to th e gear lever. This
moves th e hou sing a nd th e pinions both
laterally and lon gitudin ally to engage which­
ever pinion is required with th e crownwhee l,
and thus th ere is one gea r reducti on only
between th e eng ine and th e rea r wh eels, irr es­
pective of wh ether one has engaged 1st , 2nd or
3rd gea r. Reverse is obta ine d with a idler
eng aging th e 1st gea r pin ion.

As he was not tr ained as an eng inee r but
as an arc hitec t this lav out a nd th e use of a
7-tooth gea r with no m~)dification of th e tooth
profile did not alarm M. Sizaire and I think
he is rather proud of th e fact that it work ed
well despite being against a ll th eory.

How ever, because of damage by ca reless
use a nd wear a new set of pinion s was re­
quired , but a fte r conside ra ble thought a nd
reading of involute gear th eory it was found
th at th e pit ch was a ver y non-st andard one
for whi ch th ere was no cutte r in Ne w Zea­
land . At th is late stage (January '65) 1 rea­
lised th at to wait for enq uir ies to be m ad e on
th e Continent would be too risky, so made a
high spee d steel ra ck type cutte r of 15 mm.
circula r pit ch for one of Anderson 's Ltd . Sun­
derl and gear ge ne ra ting m achin es. Althou gh
th e ac tua l cost of cutting th e ge a rs was quite
mod erate th e 30 or so hours spe nt on th e cut­
ter could be ill sp ared as by thi s stage I was
working between 30 a nd 40 hours per week
on th e Sizaire in addition to th e 50 per week
normal employme nt a nd trav elling. Cha rl ie
St anton unwittingly ca used work to be con­
tinued with ever more resolutions when as a
I'dreshing cha nge to th e queri es of " W ould I
ge t it finish ed in tim e" he listen ed to what
had yet to be don e and sa id th at I did not
hav e a hop e! This co m ing from someo ne
who knew what it was to work lon g hours
building ca rs to a deadline was a challenge.

As a t some time I ma y mak e a new
crown-whee l, I made l wo sets of pin ion s. The
finish a nd accuracy of th e gears v....as very
sa tisfac to ry despite my bein g an amateur only,
in tool a nd cutte r grinde r ope ra tion. K ey­
wa ying, case -ha rde n ing and g rind ing co m­
plet ed th e gears wh ich , inc ide nta lly were
EN 36.
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Next were two new axle shafts a nd new
bu sh es through out th e rear axle. Because of
th e necessit y for accurate a lignme nt as th e
crown-whee l is suppo rted on th e inner ends of
th e tw o axle shafts, a boring ba r guide d
in bu sh es a t either end of th e axle
cas ing halves was made up a nd dri ven by a
drilling machine to bore th e new bu sh es for
final fin ishing to size by reaming a nd honing.
With th e new 0.5 nun . ove rsize axles made to
cure loosen ess in th e hub bores, th e wh ole
axle assembled a nd tim ed fr eely.

Aft er assem bling th e axle, fitting th e
wh eels by means of th e peculi ar tapered cot­
ters a nd mounting it in th e ca r in place of th e
of lawn mow er wheels on whi ch it had been
manually mobile for some months, I attended
to th e com pletion of th e new clutch , propeller
shaft and front universal joint. These were
mod erately st ra ight-fo rwa rd , exce p t for a
ra the r diffi cult end -m illing ope ra tion on th e
universal joint to make it in th e manner des­
cribed by M. Sinzaire, th e origina l bein g- still
missing with th e o riginal eng ine .

Phot o co pies of pages of ea rly peri od ical s
a nd a 1908 S.N. instructi on books owned by
Siza ire ga ve some information on th e cl utch
whi ch enabled me to make a reason ably co r­
rect repli ca , usin g a steel cas ting obta ined,
using th e clutch of th e 191 0 M t. Pleasant
S.N. as a pattern .
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After some initi al difficulties had been
overcome I found that this ingeni ous plat e
clutch worked very smoo thly, fortunat ely as
the 10.9 : I Ist gea r is ra ther high for sta rting
with a single-cylinde r eng ine .

It was at this stage, wit h the car com ­
plete except for upholstery, silence r, lamps
and mudgu ards, the latter being classified 2nd
pri ority that I had the first trial run at about
10 p.m. First impressions whi ch are not
usually very far wron g made me quite enthu­
siastic, as I did sometimes wor ry lest I had
spent a lot of tim e rebuilding a ca r with some
basic fault in its steering or road holding. The
latter was bett er th an I expec ted with th e
vcry heavy rear axle assembly and the direct
steering gives immediat e control. The 1.1".5.
fun ctions well and brakes, I hope, would
respond to adjustme nt.

Gea r cha ng ing was not mastered on this
first run as the mech ani sm was rather stiff
and insensitive ami as it was dark , the ea rly
aircra ft RPM indi cator which I had fitted
was of no assista nce. However, we a rrived
back safely and ca rried on wit h th e ma nu­
facture of the silence r and othe r details.

U pholste ry, the last major item tha t was
not well advanced was com pleted as a jo int
effort by my father , my hopeful navigat or for
the rally, his fr iend and mvself on D dav ­
6 and ' although vinyl on' the seat is ' not
quite correc t and sho uld be alt ered some day
the result was of sa tisfacto ry appea ra nce and
almost comforta ble.

Because of vari ous sma ll problems, such
as seizure of a camshaft bush , prob abl y du e
to a combina tion of poor lubricati on , too little
clearan ce, and using a hardened steel bush in
place of bronze, corrected by machining new
bushes with large clearan ce, and sett ling of
the rear springs when th e ca r was load ed , we
left Christchurc h about 30 hours behind the
rally. A tempor ary fix ena bled us to get to
Ashburton where the night was spent dismant­
ling the rear springs, setting up eac h leaf ,
and making an extra leaf for eac h side, as well
as solde ring leaks in the pet rol tank and re­
placing an exha ust gasket. Further clutch
prob lems betw een Gerald ine and Fai rlic re­
sulted in a session till 2.30 a .m . on Tucsdav.
in the I rishman Creek worksho p. By th'i~
time th e rally was at Wanaka, so the Sizaire
was driven as fast as it would go as indeed it
was for most of the rally, this being betw een
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35 a nd 40 m.p.h, depending on the breeze
and grad ient.

Despit e the rather unreliabl e beginning
I now had conside ra bly more confidence in
the Siza irc than when we left Christchurc h,
and my navigator, I think, ra ther less.

Thus we pressed on to Wan ak a findin g
that main roa d hills required 2nd gear. (30
m.p.h. at 2000 r.p.m.}, moderat ely steep hills
need Ist gea r ( 15 m.p.h . at 2(00 ) , and on
worse ones the navigat or d ismou nts.

The car was qu ite heavily laden as we
were carrying all our gear for the two weeks
ra lly.

T he only further incident before Wan aka
was when a front tyre came off whilst we
were doing about 40 m.p.h. do wn the lower
reaches of the Lin dis Pass.

On reach ing Wanaka I was happy to
realise that at last the Siza irc was complete
(well, nearl y, there being no mudgu ards or
lamps, giving it a rather sporting appea r­
an ce ) , it motored reasonably well, having
reached 48 m.p.h. with grav ita tiona l assist­
an ce down the Lindis, it handled qu ite well
at those speeds. and at last we were part of
the ra lly.

Some work is still going on, such as
min or im prove me nts, adj ustments, ctc., to
bring the perform an ce lip to th at of similar
models raced in 1906 , and some dav mud­
guards will be fitted. U nfor tunately ' I have
no record of the hours spe nt but estimate the
figure at approxima tely 2000.

An analysis of the cost, un der the
head ings below, rath er sur prised me by its
magnitude,
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M aterials -

Castings £24 (j L
Allo y Steel I II () II
Mild Steel 7 ~) :)

N uts, Bolts, Sc rews 4 17 ' )

Brass, Cop pe r ~ ) 1B 11
Timber .) g g
Paint , Varnish , ete. 7 0 +
Mi se. Parts a nd M at eri al 15 5 ~)

Tvres 47 L ()

S- N Parts 17 3 ~ )

O utside Wo rk -
M achining 1GB 9 I
Plating 4 g (j

W elding 2 12 6
Other Outside W ork 7 9 0

TOTAL £345 10 2
- - - - - -

DECDIBER. 1%.")

H ow ever , over th e peri od of th e rebuild
this a mo unted to abo ut 14/ I 0 per week or
say six packet s of tw enty cig arettes .

No ne of th e wo rk don e was unnecessa ry
or for embcl ishme nt, and had th e rebuild
been do ne com me rc ially th e cost woul d ha ve
been ove r £ 1500.

H er e 1 would like to tha nk all th ose wh o
helped , particularly in th e latter st ages wh en
a few 1110re hours would hav e meant failure.

T he resulting voi tu ret tc is unique in
N.Z. a nd I hope dem on st rates th at incom­
plet e, rare and int er esting ca rs ca n be rebuilt
success fully.

H. .S.T., June 196 :>.

Sizaire crossing M t. Cargill.
(hy co u r u-sv R. T ur llhu ll )

VINTAGE CAR - BACK NUMBERS
Decem ber 56, M arch 57 , June 57, Sep­

tember 57 , D ecember 57, December 58,
M arch 59, Se ptem ber 59, December 59,
M arch GO, June GO, Septembe r 60, December

60, June 6 1, September 6 1, Decem ber 61,
M arch G2, J un e 62, Se ptember 62, Decem­
be r 62, M a rch 63, Se ptember 63, April 64,
June 64, September 64, De cember 64, April
6:1.
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EARLY MOTORING IN
MARLBOROUGH
R em.niscenses 1908

By Ron Osgood

Let us turn ba ck the pages of the ca len­
dar to about 60 years ago and tak e a glimpse
into the future. At this period th e only local
news was from newspapers and magazines.
About this time there was a craze about gyro­
scopes, boys used them for toys, the future
was predicted by the use of them in steamers
and trains as stabilisers. No more would
people be sick at sea as boats would not roll.
All the trains of the future would run on one
rail only, instead of two . The next craze
was airships and flying machines these would
be fitted with powerful steam engines. At
that time the flying machine had still to Ay .
The airship was the most popular. Flying
across the world and carrying a hundred
passengers was not dreamed of and would
have been looked on as fantastic, as were
the books of Mark Twain, and Jules Vern e
at the tim e.

The greatest craze was perpetual motion ,
fortunes were spent on this. Your scribe has
spen t endless hours experimenting with sys­
tems that seemed perf ect in theory, but would
not work in practice. Som e models did actu­
ally work , but onl y developed insect pow er
and were useless for practical purposes. We
still have trains running on two rails, Diesel
and Electricity, have ousted the steam engine ,
and hydro electri c plants hav e tak en the pla ce
of perpetual motion. Strangely there was
no mention of cars of the future.

T o get on with cars. 1 was pla ying in the
water under the school bridge with an other
boy who I knew as Dusty Rhodes, wh en I
heard an inspiring sound, a diminished
seventh chord, just like a br ass band starting
to play, we both ran to th e top of the bank
just in tim e to see Dr. Nairn disappearing in
a cloud of dust in his new "Argyll", this was
the first exhaust whistle I ever heard. A short
time after this I was walking hom e from
school, Mr "Scott " stopped and gav e me a
ride in his "Alldays and Onion" car to the
factory, thi s was the first car I had ridden
in, and to say I was thrilled was putting it
mildl y. But it spoiled my outlook on horses
and traps, and I wasn't sorry wh en Dad
swapped our horse trap and harness for a
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phonograph , to th e disappointment of other
members of the family. Then we used to stay
home and listen to records bein g played.
" Come awav with me Lucill e in mv merrv
Oldsmobile ' ,' and "Get out and get' uml er-"
only we had no ca r. One day I saw a new
type of ca r. It was Vavasour; "Napi er". It
had a sedan type front , and the hood folded
down at th e ba ck, there was a ra ck on the
roof for carrying lugg age, but what inter­
ested me was its tall wire whe els, which were
fitted with tyres with leather treads, and were
studded with nails with heads like bridge
spikes. Like all children of th ose days we used
to hang on the back of timber waggons ,
tra ction engines, etc ., this also applied to ca rs.
I remember the pala ce cars whi ch plied to
Springlands ca rryirig passengers, we used to
ride on behind and the driver's whip was
ab out two feet short from reaching us. A few
chains from our house in Lee Street there was
a bit of swamp across th e road , th e road was
grass, and every traction engine that ca me
along would get stuck, also Bill Cates steam
waggon , cars would also get stuck, and teams
of horses would be need ed to get them out.

About this time there were a few cars
here ( 1907 ) 3 8-h.p. Rovers , 2 aids, 3 All­
Jays and Onions, I Russell, Wolselcy, Dermis,
Singer, Napicr, etc., most of them were very
slow, as there were no roads and plenty of
unbridged rivers , we could run and catch up
and hang on behind them. Let the reader
imagine driving his ca r along the road in
public and half a dozen kids hanging on
behind, and not having the power or speed
to get away from them. I will alw ays remem­
ber our "Vet" driving his single cyclindcr
" a ids" up the rise to the old "High Street"
bridge against a stiff southerly belching steam,
smoke and dust, with half a dozen of us kids
hanging on behind. Lookin g round with his
long bla ck beard parted by the wind and
saying to us, "Now you boys please leav e go,
you arc taking away all thc power" . We
would then offe r to push. Some of these old
chaps wer e very good natured. I rem ember
him telling dad the engine was not as strong
as it used to be. Mr Penny had a "Singer".
This was a big car and it had a 4-cvlinder
engine with 1~ head and seperate cylinders,
the water and induction pipes were brass and
copper as were the valve plugs. It also had
the first H .T. magn eto, tr embler coils, and

-
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The Tilling-Stevens in action during the Canterbury Rally.

SOUTH

Display in the Barracks - Canterbury Rail)"



NORTH

Alan Scarrott's Whippet 4, rounding the top during Hawke's Bay Rally.

Bill Sinclair's Ford T, followed b)' Warick Cashmere's Chrysler 66 Hawke's Ba)' Rail)'.
( by co u rt esy L . l'ricst )
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battery ignit ion, and two spark plu gs to each
cylinder. Th:s ca r ran up till 1930. T he
bod y was rem oved a nd a 6 h.p, Anderson
sta tionary eng ine was fitted with a 25 gallon
coppe r water tank for coolin g. A tilting saw
bench was on the back. It used to tr avel from
house to house and rou nd th e country sa wing
firew oocl. It ma y interest readers to know
the eng ine was made by " And crsons Limi ted "
of \ Voolston and was one of the swee test
running eng ines ever mad e. The outfit was
very heavy and tyre troubles were frequent.
T yres were 8 15 x 105 beaded edge d . 1',,11' Black
of the "Lcatham " had a " Dermis " ca r whi ch
later caugh t fire and was burn t out. Mr James
had a " Sta r" ca r with twin cylin der eng ine
and side cha ins , H e told me of a tr ip he had
to Nelson in th e ea rly days whi ch took ten
hours, prett y good time in th ose days with
no brid ges, na rrow road s, and hair pin bends.
He took th e roa d rou nd th e " T ua M a rin a"
tr ack to avo id the \Vairau river a t "Renwick" ,
whi ch was not bridge d at th at tim e. On the
way hom e he had trouble with one of the
chains br eaking, a nd had to do some mak e­
sh ift repa irs. There was a five sea ter sing le
cylinde r " Cad illac" here, I do not know who
bou ght it here, but later a friend of mine
owned it. There was a n old "Phoenix" twin
cylind er that was used in a fish ing boat in
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Picton for man y yea rs. Also ab out 1914 Mr
J acob Kennington with th e heip of Bill
Birch and ot he r farmers built a tract or with
horse mower parts, it was powered with a
single cylinder " De Diori' eng ine about 1899
it was fitted with the radiator off the 8 h.p.
" Olds" pre viously mentioned and owned by
our local vet. This tractor was used for
several yea rs for plou ghing at M orrins H ollow
at Sp ring Creek. Lat er it was used in a lau nch
ill the sounds, th en lay idle in a woolshed for
nearl y 4<) yea rs tll I bought it for £5 in
worn out condition a few years ago . I also
bought wh at was left of th e tra ctor for £ I
whi ch had the radiator on it. Since I have
overh auled the engin e and built a sing le
cylinder ca r w.th bits an d pieces, whi ch is
practi call y finished but needs paint ing. The
name of th e ca r is "Fanny" , but so far it
hasn 't appeared in public. T om J aeques had a
old " De Cauville" , but I never saw it running.
I still have the stee ring box of thi s old ca r.
In th e old days lubri cati on was a problem ,
most stea m engi nes were lubricated with tal­
low which melt ed to liquid with th e heat,
ears on the othe r hand could not use this,
th ough we used to use axle grease in grease
cups, whe n thi s was not a t hand, well dripp·
ing and butter , took its place. I know of one
owner who put linseed oil in his eng ine, th en

Taken about 1907, Blenheim .
Left to right: Dr. l'Iairn, Rov er; W. Oates, Alldays and Onions; Or. Redman, Oldsmobile; J. Seott, Alldays;

Griffith br oth ers, Russell, ( h y l'Olll ll 'Sy R . O Sl(oo<1)
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th e oil coo led it set like paint on th e cylinder
walls and the eng ine had to be tak en down
and cleaned o u t. Though no damage was
dcnc. I n othe r cases wh a le oil was used
and seeme d to be all right but it ga ve off a
horrible smell. M ineral oil in those days was
ab out 6/6d a ga llon a nd was a maj or item in
running a car, as all ca rs a t th is time worked
on th e total loss syste m, and waste oil was
unheard of. As th er e is a possibility this
a rt icle may be publish ed in th e nex t issu e of
" BE AD ED WHEELS" her e is a C hristmas
sto ry; th e date, C hristmas day 1909 , the su n
was ver y hot. \Ve wer e read y for a trip to
Picton for C h ristmas dinner. The two ho rses
were harnessed in our large tr ap, th e hampers
a nd tu cker boxes were put a board, a nd afte r
picking up a few relat ion s, with a crac k of th e
wh ip we were off, dad drivin g . Afte r almos t
five hours we reac he d th e "Elevation" our
destina tion , just in time for dinner. Everyo ne
was talking a t onc e, I met co usins by th e
dozen . Bu t th e main topie of conve rsa tion was
abo u t U ncle H arry, wh o was co ming from
Springcree k in his new ca r. W e had dinner,
th en tea , st ill no sign of U ncle H arry, th en
just as it was ge tt ing dark Uncle turns up in
his new " Maxwc ll" ca r. It a ppe a rs he lef t
everything till the las t minute, th en went to
sta rt th e car which would not sta rt , th en
he had to go some distan ce awa y to ge t one
of th e neighbours to bring a horse over to
tow th e ca r to sta rt, a nd on th e wa y through
had a co uple of punctures. I a m afra id
U nc le was not ve ry mechanical m inded . W e
stayed with U ncle H enry (ano the r U ncle )
th,,:t night. N ext morning was Boxing Da y,
th~ horses were harnessed and we all went to
Plct on for a picni c. A t that time the railway
sta tion was on th e foreshore, and th e m a in
wha rf was op pos ite th e post office . NIy brother
a nd I walk ed down to th e wharf to see as I
tho ug h t, th e biggest steame r in th e world.
About eig h t o r nine hundred tons register.
W e look ed down in th e deep wat er at th e
herrings sw im mi ng round a nd wonder ed how
she trav elled as she had no paddle w hee ls,
we wondered if she had wheels under her hull.
T he n we gazed a t her supe rstruct u re a nd sa w
barefoot ed sa ilo rs sw abbing decks. T he n
some one blew the whi stl e and nearly sca red
the wi ts out of us. The w histle did not have
th e high pit ch or pip, pip, like th e train o r
tra ct ion en gin e, but a low pitch like thunder.
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W e left her with th ou ghts of disaster of sh ip­
wreck , sinking sh ips, lifeboat s and d rowning
people on our minds. The Penguin was
wrec ked only a few weeks before in Cook
Stra it, with a la rge loss of life.

\Ve next visited th e small stea me r "Wai­
toh i" owne d by Pcrano' s, she was ca rry ing
passen gers round th e harbour for Gd a pop.
She had a tall skinny funncl painted wh ite
an d was doing q uite a lot o f whist le blow ing .
A t this time th ere were a lot of sma ll steam
launch es running rouncl. The boile rs took
lip most of th e roo m, wood a nd bags of coal
th e rest , th er e was not much roo m for passen g­
ers, wh o wer e generally covered with ashes
a nd soo t, dep ending on th e wind . D ad kn ew
Captain Norgrove well , a nd we we nt for a sa il
round th e harbour in the "Neptune" , whi ch
ran with uncanny silence . These old sa lts
used nautical terms, slow aste rn , port a nd
starbo a rd, slow ahead, th en full spee d ahead.
The eng ine was regulated with a gate va lve
which had a pie ce of axe handle bound with
fishing lin e to keep th e heat from th e hands.
Onc advant age with th e stea m eng ine if you
ran out of juice you only had to go asho re
for water o r wood , a nd you wer e off aga in .

So ended th e yea r 1909. The beginning
oi th e new yea r was to bring a lot of new ca rs
to th e dist rict. T hese will be mention ed in
th e next " Early Motoring in M a rlborou gh" .
------------------

"Old Cars The World
Over"

by EU7,A13ETH NIICLE

Price 25/- each
PL US 1/- POST A< ;E

A few autogra phe d co pies of this book
ha ve been made avai lable to th e Club. To
th ose wh o do not kn ow th e .book it tells th e
sto ry of Veteran and Vintage C a rs th e W orld
ove r a nd is a mu st for th e en th usias t. In order
to ensure you have you r co py con tac t the

Secre ta ry, 1'.0 . Box 2546 , C hris rchu rc h, NO W.

Haast issue of "Ve teran and Vintage Ma gazine:
A few copies st ill avai lab le. Price 2/6 plus

pos tage.
A few sets of ' BEAD ED WHE ELS' cover ing

Haast prepa rat ion an d Rall y still ava ilable. -
Pr ice £ 1/ 0/ 0 pl us postage.
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VINTAGE & VETERAN MOTORCYCLE
NOTES: by Geoff Hockley,

What's Doing In The Restoring Line:

Thanks to numerou s co rres po nde nts wh o
have kindly written us describing th eir cur­
rent ac t ivit ies, plus news ga the red here and
th er e from th at useful plant, the gra pevine,
we present for your informati on a few sn ip­
pet s of gossip from North and South. Pat
\Vood of Papat oeto e sent pictures of h's re­
cently com pleted 191 5 Exce lsior, and very
a tt ract ive it looks, too , in its pearl-gr ey finish
set off with red pan els a nd striping and nickel
trim . Pat is just waiting to locate some "X"
tank tr ansfers to put th e finish ing tou ch es on
this very handsom e job, whi ch was a real sad
sac k wh en he first acc q uirecl it. It 's goo d to
sec another exa m ple of thi s once -fa mo us
make tak ing its place in th e ranks of resto red
ma chines, as for quite some t ime the only
mobile spec ime ns of the " Good Old X " , as it
was aff ecti on ately known in its heyda y, was
th e supe rb exa m ple owne d by th at grea t
Exce lsior enthusiast , the lat e Ken Bull , whi ch
is now in possession of his brother Glen , and
ano the r 1915 model own ed by Alan Scarrou
of Hastings, which is ano the r very nice res­
torati on job . T alking of X 's, Tirnaru 's Alan
Brehaut, famed for h is supe rb Dou glas and
H enderson De Luxe sho w pieces, ha s acq uired
a 191 8 military model and is giving it th e
works, in colla bo ra t ion with Ru ssell C ross of
Humber fam e. Bet thi s'll be a hon ey! In
Tauranga, Dave Sha nd is putting the finish­
ing tou ches on his 1918 H arl cy. Dav e has
spa red no effor t in rep roducing th e authe ntic
Ht~rley finish and the com pleted job should
look really fine. In Fe ild ing, L. A. Bishop has
some thing out of the ord ina ry well under
wa y - a 1~)2 1 965 c.c. Royal Enfi eld 2-speed
twin , a nd very nice it looks, too, judgin g by
the ph oto he sent us. It appears simila r to
the mod els used by the P. & T. Dep artment
man y yea rs ago . T alking of Enfields, Bru ce
Anderson of Glen Innes, Au ckland, tells us
that he has a fairly com plete spec ime n of the
4·25 e.e. i.o.e. eng ine used in th e nice littl e
" 3-h .p ." mod el whi ch we mention ed in th ese
pages recently. W onder if anyo ne will eve r
come to light with a com plete spec ime n?
Bru ce ha s q uit e a few iron s in th e fire - a
restored 1926 s.v. 350 H arl ey, and filed for
future reference, a 1929 750 'Ha rley, a En 2
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Alan Brch aut (4 s.p, Dou gla s ) pauses on the pass.
(hy cu ru n-sv (; . I rru-kh-y)

B.S.A., and a Matchl ess of 1~)2S vintage. Ne xt
by co urtesy of Glen Bull , some M ast erton
news - Ne il Skee t is working on a 1 9 2 ~)

B.S.A. Slope r and onc of th e famou s old
CS-I No rtons - thi s latter, to our kn owledge ,
will be the first " cammy" No rto n in th e vint­
age ranks. D on Lain g of Sco ut fame has
com me nced operati ons on th e cx-Brya n ex­
Bull H enderson. Everyon e knows how D on
rea lly goes to town on h is jobs, and thi s should
be a sensa tion . Down to th e Hutt for a look
at Bill M unro's 191 9 Reading-St andard , an­
othe r un common make - th e only othe r
specime n we know of bein g G len Bull 's 191 6
job . T he later mod el is rather better looking,
and Bill sho uld have something quite impres­
sive. An other job whi ch is reall y out of th e
ordi na ry is D ave Palmcr's M at chl ess Silver
Arrow 400 c.c. 30 -degree mon obl oc twin ­
Dave will be a real rugged individualist
wh en he ap pea rs on thi s. J ack Bai ley's very
nice Indian Sco u t is a no the r Hutt V alley job
whi ch we're told looks ve ry a tt rac tive. No w
let' s have a look to sec what's doin g on the
" Mainland (ahcm l ) . In and arou nd C hrist­
chur ch, ac tivity hasn 't been a t a sta ndst ill by
any mean s. Maurice Hockley recently com­
plet ed a very nice restoration of a 1929 Scout
whi ch is an int eresting sideligh t on progress
wh en co m pa red with h is vene ra ble I ~) IS
Hedstrorn Indian. Bob Scatt wen t from the
sublime to the ga rblimey by ren ovating a
192 4 250 c.c . "sa usage-ta nk" B.S .A. in the
int erv al whi le wai tin g for a bod y to be built
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GENERAL NOTES

Sin ce th e opening of th e new H aast
H ighway early in November, we ha ve noted
with interest the number of Vintage, Veteran
a nd M i c en thusiasts dashing off at week­
ends to complete the grand tou r. We have
printed one article received, th e trip made
bv Les Nve in his 1930 Austin 7. This, as
f;r as we 'know was th e only Vintage or Vet­
eran car to make th e trip on the day the
road opened and was in fact the first pri vate
motor ca r to proceed ove r th e newly opened
Hi ghway. We have receiv ed one other
article whi ch is held over until M arch . The
cars and cre ws who mad e th is trip are:

T er ry Wilson - Zero Fiat, 1913.
Bill Piddington - 1911 Regal.
Alan Storer ·- 191 2 Cad illac .
J ohn M cL achlan - 1912 Cadillac,
All H aast ent rants who obv iously wanted

mor e. W e were delighted to see Bill Pidding­
ton, wh o had such bad luck on th e H aa st
Rally - make it on the Regal. See vou 111

March .

for his monster Metallurgique ca r, and will
be a sta rter in next February's motorcycle
ra lly. H arry Lett s is making good progress
with a most inte resting project - a 1920
H arl ey opposed twin . And whil e on th e
subject of Harleys, we haven 't had th e oppor­
tunity of dropping in on Alan Wills at T ai
T apu recently to see how his assembly line is
fu nction ing, but we' ll be surprised if th ere
isn' t som ething cooking ou t there. The last
tim e we called on Alan , we spotted a 1930
500 c.c, single whi ch look vag uely familiar,
and it turned out to be a machine whi ch wc
had once owned for several years aft er pur­
chasing it for th e princely sum of £ 4 in 1940
after th e unf ortunate owner had wrapped it
(Iitera llyl ) round a power pole and wasn 't
able to take a ny further int erest in proceed­
ings. After a very ext ensive resto rat ion job it
served us faithfully for severa l yea rs until we
parted with it and lost track of it. We
wouldn't have minded giving it a hom e again
if we'd known it was around, but Alan was
too qu ick off th e mark for us. Chris Chas ton
has qu ite a mixed grill - in add ition to his
Harley his stable h(\11SeS such rarities as an
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Alld ays M at chless and a couple of Dunelts.
And oh, yes - feeling th at it was about time
th at we go t back in business aga in, we sta rted
some time ago on anothe r restorat ion job ­
a 1929 350 c.c. side-valve Harley this time,
which sho uld look qu ite attractive when com­
pleted, th ough at th e present rate of progress
we'll be celebrating its completion about th e
same tim e th at Ch ou-en-Iai invites President
j ohnson over for a week-end 's golf. Next,
let' s pay a visit to Invercar gill , in th e "deep
south" - th e hom e of Jim Lawry of F .N .
fam e. Jim's exq uisite littl e 1910 sha ft-drive
one-Iunger is a gem, as any one wh o has seen
it will tell vou - we don 't know how man v
conco urs a~va rds thi s has taken - but fro~l
"information received " we understand tha t
th e four-cylind er model which J im is cur­
re ntly working on will be "out of th is wo rld"
wh en completed - and we wouldn 't doubt it!
Well, these are just a few of the proj ects being
work ed on all over th e country, so it's pretty
obvi ous th at the hobb y is booming. Wish th ey
could all be got together at a Nationa l
Motorcycle Rally!

1965 Canterbury Rally:

In spite of wea the r cond itions whi ch
could have been a lot more pleasant ( tha t
well-kn own Canterb ury ph enom enon , the
nor'-wester, happened to selec t Saturday,
November 13, for a particularly obnox ious
demonstrati on ) th e Canterbury bran ch 's
fifteenth annua l ra lly was a very enjoyable
aff air . T he display of competing vehicles
held on th e evening of th e previous day d rew
th e usual good crowd, and the twelve motor­
cycle entries seemed to recei ve a goodly share
of atte ntion. H eroes of the 54 -mile ru n to
Ashburton on the Sa turday morning were, in
our opinion, Ne il Sutton and Stewie M cL ean ,
wh o made the journey without trouble on
their single -gea red mod els in spite of a wind
whi ch reached a velocity of 55 m.p.h, at
tim es. Ne il rod e Ga vin Bain 's 1910 Humber
whi le Stewie, as usual , bestrode the immacu­
lat e 1911 Zenith-G ra dua on whi ch he has be­
come a familiar sight at ralli es during the
past severa l yea rs. Co me to think of it, the
old Zenith couldn ' t really be described as a
single-gea red job, th ough th e ran ge of ratios
avai lable by twirling th e celebra ted coffee­
gr inde r handle could hardl y be described as
large. Gavin Paterson was on hand with the
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Douglas immaculate as usual, M aurice Hock­
ley's 1929 Scout, making its debut in " ra lly­
ing", seemed to purr along very nicely, and
Russell Cross from Timaru motored a diminu­
tive 1925 250 round-ta nk B.S.A . in good
style. Some th ing really out of th e ord inary
was th e 1921 A.B.C. ridden by Timaru 's
Alan Brehaut, tempor aril y forsaking his
famili ar Douglascs for this very unique tr an s­
verse opposed tw in featuring man y adva nced
ideas for its day. The A.B.C . is in strikingly
origina l cond ition and so far Alan has con­
centra ted on reconditioning th e eng ine-gea r­
box unit , leaving ena melling and plating
until later. When this is ca rried out in th e
usual Brehaut manner this machine should
really be a sparkler. The balance of th e
entry was comprised of a half-dozen H arl cys
of vintages ranging from 1920 to 1929. W e
missed Gary W oodbury with his sideca r outfit,
and we were very sorrv to hear th at he has
been transferred ' to th~ No rth Island . The
journey to Ashburton was malic without inci­
dent by most of th e ent ry, though Chris Chas ­
ton arrived on th e end of a tow- rop e with a
complete blackout in th e ignition department.
Investigati on disclosed a severe case of
"pulpy armature" , whi ch after a mummifying
process with several feet of insul ating tape,
recovered sufficiently to deliv er some semb­
lan ce of a spark. ' R ussell Cross was also
unlucky to strike ma gn eto trouble with his
ga me little "s ausage tank" Bccsa in th e shape
of a conde nser whi ch weari ed of conde nsing.
Best all-round performance was turned in by
Alan Wills, aid ed and ab ett ed bv the Mrs , on
their well-kn own 1925 Harlcy outfit, and
we'd like to extend our con gratulations to this
popular team. V\'ell, we hope to see all th ese
competitors, plus many more, in action at the
Fifth Annual M otorcycle Rally , sched uled for
February 5, 1966. Let's spare no effort to
make thi s one th e best yet. Entry forms and
details will be ava ila ble well before th e even t,
of co urse, and every motorcycle owner should
receive th em, but if you seem to have been
missed , writ e in without del ay.

HAWKE'S BAY NOTES
by Mickey

First of a ll, l oITer by a po log ies to a ll mem bers
for not having a ny no tes in th e last issue of thi s
magazin e. T his wa s du e to a bad erro r on my par t
a nd I hop e th is will not ha pp en aga in. ( I have
tak en steps to see that someo ne else does th em ) .

T he win ter months have been ra ther q uiet up
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here as th ey prob abl y ha ve everywhere else. H ow­
eVCI', we have held th ree goo d runs, besid e our l st
Annua l SA FAR I, which I th ink deserves a seperatc
rep ort. M on th ly meet ing a tt enda nces have been
showi ng a stea dy increase o f lat e, and we ca n only
assume th at th is is d ue to th e lin e o f ente rta in­
men t we have been orga n ising . We have had a n
Auction evening whi ch was well a tte nde d a ltho ugh
ther e d id not seem to be a tr em end ous enthus iasm
to purcha se a rt icles. Wc have held a " Res tora t ion
a nd Swap" even ing a t wh ich members brou gh t
some th ing they wer e res tor ing, a nd had it co n­
st ruc tive ly cri tic ised . If th ey d id not hav e such an
a rti cle, th en th ey could bring so me th ing they wished
to swap to thei r adva n tage. Ano ther highligh t o f ou r
monthly meetings, has been two very in teresting
a nd inf or mative even ings by Brian Whitting ton wh o
has recentl y returned to New Zeal and a fter having
work ed for th e Daimler-Bcn z Co rpora tio n in Gc r­
many. Brian ha s a mongs t his coll ecti on of mem ­
ories, some three th ou sand slides cover ing variou s
aspect s of th e three yea rs em ployme n t. Also, he ha s
severa l B mm. movie film s sho wing so me of th e
developments a t th e Merced es factory, onc of wh ich
deal s with th e wa ys th e co m pa ny str ives for sa fety
in motoring. In a ll, th e last three m onths hav e been
steadi ly rolling by a nd ac t ivity has been mod erate.
We have a fairl y full ca len da r for the co mi ng three
months a nd we sho uld he a ble to keep well occ upied .

As I said , the l st Ann ua l SA FA R I ru n wa r­
ra m s a sepc ru re rep ort . Labour weekend I~H;."l,

mus t I!0 dow n as a m ilesto ne in the history of our
Bran ch . T ha t was th e first o f our SA FA R I run s.
It was th e int en tions of th e organ isers, tha t th is
would he a mu ch sough t a fte r run , to which a lot
o t othe r Bran ches wou ld wish to a tte nd . We did
a n ticipa te seve ra l ou tside entries a nd we di d ge t
seve ra l, but not as ma ny as we had ha d in t ima ted .
However, those wh o d id a tt end enjoyed th em selv es
a nd \I c look forwa rd to see ing th em , a nd othe rs
a t future SA FA R IS.

N ineteen sta rte rs left Clivc on th e first le"
o f th e run on Saturd ay, O ctob er 23rd a nd seve~
sta rte rs lef t Palmc rsron No r th for th e run up to
T aihape whi ch was th e fir st night sto po ver. I Gm
only spea k for th e "Gcutlc-Annic' end of th e first
da ys' run , but I ca n say th at it would he a lmos t
impossibl e ID express my feelin gs in words. The
weather could not hav e been bett er, a nd thi s wa s to
be th e case right through to T aihap e. Gl ori ous,
hrill iant , sunsh ine , poured down on us a ll dav
Saturday , a nd all da y Sunday as well. Rcx Scar­
ro tt was responsible for o rga n ising th e t im e tri al ,
a nd thi s was a real credi t to h im. The ave ra ge
spee ds wer e, if a nyt hi ng, j ust a littl e on th e slow
side for most ca rs, hut th en , he ha d to ca te r for a ll.
a nd thi s incl ud ed M od el T 's.

Yes, Ford '1', was among those wh o set out to

tackl e th is " beast" o f a roa d , wh ich was sa id to he
" unfit for vintage mo toring", H ow's th is for a line­
up :- Roll s Roycc, Zed el , Ansa ldo, Buick , S tude­
bak er , Va uxha ll , Austi n and man v othe rs. T he
oldes t ca r to co mpete, was th e Se cr eta ria l R oll s
( 1922) , an d th e newest was Rex Kil bey's C hrys ler
77, not to forget th e 1934 Bentley o f CeOt'ge G ihhs
wh o ca me a long for the rid e. -
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In th e even ing at th e dinner, we wer e to ac t as
hosts to th e Ba y (;f Plent y Branch wh o had h eld a
run from T auran ga a nd ende d it a t th e Hall to m eet
us. The pri z e-gi~'ing part ove r, a nd it was t im e to
~att er with th e various vinragc nts. from near a nd
af ar. This inf orm al pa r t o f th e weekend was
ex trcmc lv successful a nd it ca n only be a mu st fo r
all , next 'yea r. I ca n on ly co nclude with the remarks
th at I hope th ose wh o d id no t a ttend , a rc en vious.

WELLINGTON NOTES
by Ken Wi lkinson

Our C lub nights con tinue to be very well at­
tended whi ch refl ect s g rea t cr edit on th e wisdom
of ou r C ha irma n, Roy Southward and his co m­
mitt ee, who give us a va ried bil l of fare each C luh
nigh ; with freq uent cha nges o f ven ue .

T he Cl ub Officia ls have been very busy in
orga nisi ll" a Na t iona l Ra lly for Easter I~)(jG , a nd
w(~r k in ~hi s direc t ion is very far advanced.

Att enda nces of ca rs at Rall ies has been ver~ '

g-ood a nd a goo d run was had by many m embers
in a Rall y organised by our Wairarapa mem ber s
in co nj unrt iun with th e Mast ert on C olden Games
0) ; Sunda y, O ctoher 171h.

Alth ough th e weather was wet , co ld a nd wind y
a goo d run wa s made from Fca thcrsion to M ast er­
i on wh er e th ose wh o co m pe ted received inscribed
go ld p laques a nd petrol vou ch crx.

Our :\ nnua l November Rall y took place on
Saum lav U th No vember. Having had rather more
rain Ih;I;\ stri rt lv nerc ssarv rec;ntlv, we wer e a
sh ad( ~ d ism a yed ;,'he n it ra i'ned ver y 'heavily all the
morninj, a nd some wcr« slig-h tly di scomforted when
th ey n-ach cd dH~ asse m b ly point a t T e Marua, 4
mik-s North o f U p pe r H u rt .

The M et. Offi ce had predi cted that the rain
wo u ld caS(' hv 12 noon , and m uch to our re lief
th ey WI'I'C n n ly just a n hour ont as it cased ofl by
I p ,m . 0111' first car out of tlu- asscmb lv of :11
vr-h ich« roll ed oH as :IITa nge d a t 1.30 p.m .

TI H' rout e to th e Ri vcrbank C ar Pa rk in Low er
lIuu was tort ou x and skilfu lly p lanned , there being
sep arat e: rout es for th e diff er en t classes of veh ic les ,
A t the car pa rk driving tests we re ca rried out.

In the eve ning the Annu a l Di nn er was held ,
a nd Rall y prizes a nd ot her awards were p rese nted
by Mrs ~L Po ynron, our C lub Ca pta in, Mike Poyu­
to ll's wifr -. A good time he ing had by al l.

We wer e happy ind eed to we lcom e entries from
a fa r as Pa lm er sron North ( L. T ownscnd ) a nd Wa i­
pukurua , H awkcs Bay ( P. Russcll wh o brou ght hi s
d elight ful Fraser-Nash d own ) - a n Anz ani engi ned
team ca r, 1928.

So me lov elv first time ou t restorat ion s were on
vie w:- Les J OI;es o f Fcarhcrxton , 19 25 Fiat to ure r;
1'. H ausard on D. C la rke's 1928 Harlcy Da vid son;
Rex Porter's 1935 S.S,I; G len Bnll 's 191 6 R eading
S ta nda rd M ot orcycl e; D. Ncilson 's 1926 M odel
'1" tourer and D . Pa lm cr's 1930 M at chl ess M otor­
cy r lc, S ilve r AITOII'.

\Ve wer e ver y p leased th at we had 110 mcrh­
a llica l fa ilnres a nd a ll vehi cl es co m p le ted th e co u rse .
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CANTERBURY NOTES
As is usua l ove r th e sum me r months th e Ca nte r­
bury Branch ha s a ver y fu ll mot oring seaso n.

The Fifr ecnr h Annua l R a lly of th e Ca n te rb u ry
Bran ch co m me nce d thi s year with th e usual moto r­
sho w in the King Edwa;d Barracks . The magi cal
en try o f 100 vehi cle s was finall y reach ed thi s yea r
even th ou gh severa l regul ar a ucndc rs wer e co n­
spicuous by th eir a bse nce. The ce ntra l d ispla y
featured vintage Fire-en gines, th e o ldes t bein g th e
1884 M crrywcather Handpump owne d by J ohn
M cl.auchl an, From th e sa me st able ca me th e 1915
Dermi s, Number 2 in th e C hris ic hurc h Brigade, and
co m ple te and or igina l in eve ry wa y. Your sc ribe
had dubiou s expe rience o f driving thi s m on st er
th e thirty mil es from its hom e a t Lcesi on int o th e
ci ty a t th e di zzy speed o f 18 m .p .h . Next in ord er o f
sen iority was th e 1922 Dennis ow ne d by Blucv
Jaekson a nd th en ca me th e immacu lat e a nd im ­
pressiv e 19 2:> Lcv la nd of Ja ck Ncwa ll, wide ly kn own
for th e restora tion o f hi s Wo lse lcy-Sid dclcy , Also
of 1~) 25 muuufarrurc was the machine tha t has
sure ly a ttracted m ore attenti on than a ny ot her ca r
that 'has been seen a t a club eve nt. I t is a huge
Ti lling-St even s petrol/el ertri c la d der tru ck . T hi s
machine needs a ga rage so me 33 ft. lon g a nd 14 [t.
high to house it , and wh en th e ladd er is fully ex­
tended it reach es a heigh t o f we ll over 80ft. Thi s
a pp lia uco was well-known in th e city bri g-ade but
ove r th e last three or fou r years has gru d ua ll y
d et eri orated until finall y bou g-ht on ly days bef ore
th e rall y hv Warner M au gcr wh o imm edi atel y se t
ab ont ict ti;lg- th e boys it; th e pan el shop a i hi s
g:!rag-e O il th e job, The res ult was a very res pec t­
a ble machine a nd was even driven to Ashhurton by
Pet er Henry wh o member s will remember as bein g'
on hand wit h th e breakdown tru ck on th e IIller­
na tiona l Rally, wh ere he o fte n worked 18 hours or
1II0re ('\Try 'da y helping competitors with th eir

The VETERAN CAR CLUB
of AUSTRALIA

Australian National Tour, 1967
T he Vete ran Ca r C lub of Austra lia wish es to

exte nd a wa rm invi tation to M embers to parta ke in
this Rall y.

I t is' proposed th is be hel d the first week aft er
Ea st e r in 1967, a nd will be a co nverg ing Ra lly.
Ther e will be sta rt ing points for thi s Rall y: both in
Sydney and in M elbourne, d ep arting Saturday
morning and a rr iving in Albury on Sunday eve ning,
so a ny of yo ur M ember s wh o wish to parti cipat e
ma y, a t th ei r discret ion co m me nce fro m Sy d ne y or
M el bourne to su it the ir ow n convenience .

The Rall y is open to a ll vehi cles u p to th e 31st
December , 1931 , a nd will be held under th e co nt ro l
o f th e Vet er an Ca r Club o f A ust ra lia .

Ent ry fee will be £5/0/0 per form , plus acco­
m od at ion .

M ore d et a iled in fo rma t ion will be fo rw ard ed
wh en th is becom es ava ilable.

T . M . O sborne, Presid ent.

-
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troubles. Last hut not least o f th e eng ines w as
th e 1930 D ennis m ent ion ed ea rl ie r and ow ned by
a gro u p o f bran ch m embers. It was driven on th e
rall y by E lIis Sh ie r and to very good effect too.
H elp would be apprecia ted in o bta in ing accessories
for th is eng ine, a nd if a nyone kn ow s o f any ladders,
hos es, hose-reel s, helm ets crc., a sho rt no te to th e
writer C/- the Canterbury Bran ch Secre tary, wou ld
be very mu ch a p p rec ia te d .

The run itself left b rig ht a nd ea rl y from the
Barracks tak ing th e ca rs by th ree different rou tes
to Ashbu rto n. T he vehicl es a r rived fairly close
together a nd afte r a ve ry n ice lunch th e fie ld tests
we re co m me nced in th e gale force w inds th at u n­
fort unat ely swe p t Cante rbu ry a nd indeed m ost of th e
co untry that w eek end .

Ve h ic les of int erest incl ud ed th e parti cul arl y
nice AI3C m ot orcycl e ridden by A lla n Breh aut of
Tirn a ru . This littl e flat -t wi n is, a part from a bit
of work on th e engi ne, in co m p le te ly origina l co nd i­
tion a nd is an exam p le of rath er advan ced thought.
Geoff H ockl ey had hi s two im macula te H arl cy
David son s th ere wh ile brother M au rice rod e h is
newl y restored In di an Scou t. Ou r C hai rm an was
motoring hi s 1908 10/1 2 Hu mber and Bob Turnbull
on th e 1907 S izairc-Na uclin amazed numerou s
vintage owne rs with the performa nce of the ca r.
T he ex- \Vi ll ia mson De D ion was ou t a fte r a lon g
abse nce but fo r some reason was t ra ile red back to
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C h ristchu rch a fte r th e even t was over. J im Su lli­
van a nd Brian Good m a n were both u p from Timaru
w ith the ir Bentley s a nd fro m Nelson a nd the M arl­
borou gh a rea we h ad severa l vis itors in cludi ng
Bern ie Byers and R on Osgood .

T he da y's eve n ts dul y co ncl u de d and befo re
lon g peop le wer e ge tti ng prepa red for th e eve n ing
fest ivit ies. This proved to be by fa r th e 1110st
enjoya ble part o f the eve nt and went on well into
th e sma ll hou rs of th e foll owing m orning.

SOUTHLAND BRANCH NOTES
O rga n ised ac t ivity has la tel y been restr ict ed to

a cou p le of pi cnic runs th e first to W yn dham a nd th e
next to Winton . Abo ut a dozen o r so co m pe t ito rs
sho we d up for each eve nt.

H ow ever, w ith Rivert on co mi ng up sho rt ly
many rest?rers arc ac tive p reparing new m ach in ery
and working o n so me o f the o ld regu lars. At a
recen t wo rking bee at th e cl ub sec tio n R ay Lindsay
a r rive d on hi s nearl y co mp le te d vet era n 2-cy linde r
R cn ault 2-sea ter. The little ca r seem s to be running
well a lt hough R ay ha s ad mi tte d th a t the qu ad rant
gea r sh ift co u ld be a n easier typ e to o pe ra te espec­
ia lly for downward cha nges.

Ano the r ve tera n th a t has been work ed over is
th e 1910 2-cylinde r Hu mber of W arren J orda n.
T he eng ine has bee n co m p le te ly rebuilt and so me
wo rk has been go ne in to removing a n unwant ed
kink in th e chassis.

W elding, cutti ng and
alli ed processes hav e
co me to be a n int eg­
ra l pa r t of our co u n­
t ry's indust rial life .

U nti I th e ad ve n t o f
welding suc h m ethod s
as rive t ing an d bolt ­
ing had been th e
princ ipa l m eans of
joining onc m et al to
a not her.

Pioneering thi s fie ld
Industrial Gases hav e
been keep ab reas t o f
a ll pra ct ical and
scien t ific devel op­
m cnts overseas g ivi ng
a sound bas is for th e
co nsisten tly hi gh
qu alit y equi pmen t
th ey supp ly.

From ahumble beginning
A Complete Welding Service from One Source of Supply
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M od el A Fords ha ve fo r so me unaccountable

reaso n, not made an appearance o n th e local scene
to d a te . H ow ev er, tw o exa m ples o f t he b reed may
short ly m ak e a n a p pea ra nce. A 19:1O R oadster is
ow ne d by a new m ember in Gore a nd Al an S u tton,
wh o has lx-en looking for a sui ta b le m achine for
so me tim e, has hi s eyes on a 1 9 2 ~ ) tourer with a bo u t
7ll,llOO mi les on th e dock.

:\ Gore m embe r, Nei l M r-Virur has ohtained an
('a rly vint age G ra y, a co nve ntiona l Ameri can ligh t
car o f th e sa me ,·Ia ss as Fords, C hcvs, O vcrla nds
ete. A lt ho ugh they a r c rare now d a ys it is su r­
prising th e number of o ld m ot orists onc e nco u n te rs,
wh o have at o nc tim e o r a no the r o w ned a G ray.

The more u nu su al Am eri can vintag e ca rs a rc
st ill tu rn ing up - tw o fairly recen t ~Icq u i s i ti ons
being th e 1921l o r so Nash roadst er o f Jim Tay lor
a nd t he Co lo n ia l bodi ed Essex 4 road stcr o f G ordon
Boult. Gordo n requires a set o f ce n tre lock wir e
wh eel s a nd a fron t axl e to co m p le te th e Essex . The
N as h is fair ly co m p le te although th e bodywork is in
ro ug h co nd it io n. The power is d ev eloped by a
longstro ke O .H,V, -l-cyl. m ot or whi ch sho u ld g ive
tilt' ca r a resp ectabl e performance wh en restored.
T yr es arc 25 in. :13 x 4 o r 3'1 x 4 Y2 a nd Jim is d oing
hi s sha re o f search ing trying to o b tai n a good set.

G onion Offi ce r h as been bu sy o n h is 19 25
M orris Co wlcv roadster. The chassis a nd m ech ani­
ca l work h av~ been co m p leted a nd new mud gu ards
a rc being m a nufac tured . W o rk will sho r t ly co m­
mence on th e bod ywork . As Gordon ow ns a pane l
bea ting shop th is wo rk sho u ld pose few pro blems.

Let us start this mont h's no tes with th e "H unua
lOO", a tria l of rough ly l OO mil es ove r bac k co u n t ry
roads, whi ch is th e Au ckl and Branch 's greeti ng to the
su m mer. A n id eal op portu n ity to catc h up with
th e new s, m eet th e ne\\ 'l y weds a nd ta ke stoc k o f a ll
th e ncwbcauty in ou r midst ( 1 refe r to ca rs o f
co u rse ) . Se r ious ly th o ugh , it is particul arly ni ce
to see so many ladi es ta king a n a ctive part in ou r
eve n ts th ese d a ys and the happy fami ly a tmosp he re
at ou r ou tdoor ga therings is a d eli ght. What be tt er
\\:a) ' to a cqu ir e a n ice heal thy su n tan th an riding in
a n o ld o pe n car" W c a lrea d y hav e spec ia l lad ies
prIzes, bUI I do fee l that far too few o f th e lad ies
eve r tak e th e wheel. After a ll th e re m ust be quite
a number o f reall y compet ent lad y dri vers in th e
C lu b and o ne wonders if th e t im e has not co me to
o rga n ise a sho rt Lad ies' l nvit ar ion Tri al , with th e
o ld man doing th e hack sca t dri vin g fo r a cha nge!

I t has been kn own to ra in up in Au ckl and on
occasio ns, but th is year's weather for th e Hu nu a
wa s just perfect a nd we had G7 sta rte rs . .Allan Dray ,
accom pa n ied by M a lcohn D icke ns a nd J on a th an
Dransfiel d , brou ght hi s Alvis 12/ 50 a ll the wa y u p
fro m W ellingt on , eas ily winning th e prize for th e
Icngest di st a nce ent ra nt. \Ve also were happy to
m eet T rcvor Bear ( 19 30 F rankli n ) fru m T irau ,
T erry R oy an ( 19 29 Va ux ha ll t lu rl ing ha m ) from
Whangare i, B. R anki ne ( 19 26 Stu tz ) .f ro m M ana­
wa tu a nd o f co u rse th ere wer e .ou r lIs,.\I '!:I-1£) ·a l su p­
porte rs from H unt ly a nd H amil ton , \ Va lly j clacca,
Harry Cha llo ne r, M r a nd M rs E rnie Bro w n a nd
Roy I l ick s. Till' t r ia l well thoug h t out and m ost
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cc m pc tc u rly rcuulat cd bv Eb Moll it and hi s m eITV
team of h~lp el~, kept u~ o n a cou rse ent irely fre;~
of th e holida y week end tr aff ic. T o co m p lete th e
joy , th er e was th e usu al tw o hour brea k a t midday
wh ere we e n joi ned to rep let e o u rselves at a sump­
tuous repast o f ne w pot at oes a nd lamb roasted o n
th e spit. As if that were no t eno ug h, th e d a y
en ded in festive spi r its during yet a no the r happy
eveni ng a t the West ern Sprin gs C lubrooms, so kindl y
k.n t to us by th e Museum o f Transp o rt a nd Tcch­
nol ou v. T he result ? W ell the overa ll winner was
Kev~ ; O'Sullivan on the 1932 Dennis Fire Engine
and, wh en o nc re mem be rs th e m any pa st occasio ns
o n wh ich bo th Kcvin a nd h is wife Di anc have tu rn ­
ed o ut un prot ect ed in the po u ring rain, to say
nothing o f th e clifficu lti es o f navigating from th e
o ld m on ster's o pe n box sca t eve n o n a su n ny d a y, it
is hard to find adequate words o f p ra ise . Second
ovc ra l! ca me Brian W a lt on in the 19 29 V aux ha ll
Hu rli ngham, a fit reward for ma ny p ast co ns isten tly
good pe r forma nces . T h ird ca me Alan R oberts in
his excep tio na ly ra re and very ni ce 19 24 V e lie
Si lve r Swallow T ourer, a p opu lar a wa rd fo r o ur
ha rd working C lu b Capta in a nd hi s fa m ily.

As usu a l the motorcv cli sts were a bso lute stoi cs
a nd it was good to sec the ir Secre ta I) ' Barry W il­
lia m s tak e first prize o n hi s 19 25 H arl cy D avidson,
Bruce t\nd erson being second o n a nothe r H url ey. T o
Mrs O ldfi cl d , fo r spending th e d a y so cheerf u lly in
th e sideca r o f R oss' b ig B.S .A ., wc in p rai se how low
indeed . For the lad ies Di a ne O 'S ul liv a n fiu iuglv
won th e best Na viuators awa rd and Sue Sccco rnbc
in that n ice sou nd i~lg C rosslev carrie d o ff th e Ladv
D ri vers' Pri ze. v ' •

:\ most u nusua l occasio n th a t I would like to
g ive specia l m ention was the Northern Sports Ca r
Cl ub's kind invitat ion to a ttend this vca r' s C lu b­
m an 's Da v a t the Pukck oh c R ace Track. O u r ca rs
we re g ive ;l spec ia l park ing at t he pits a nd we we re
privcl cgcd to use th e track fo r so me fifteen m in u tes
during the lun ch eon b rea k . Wha t fun we had!
A 'c h ica ne' was e rec te d just o pposite th e p its throu gh
whi ch to pass o n alternat ive laps a nd for the rest
we were as ke d o n lv to beh ave ou rse lves with no
inc id cn t, such as sli'd ing o ff the tr ack . Your sc r ibe
ch u ffed th e old Bentl ey sm a rt ly through som e hal f
dozen laps, duri ng th e co u rse of whi ch he wa s a b le
to v iew th e rest o f the He ld o f a bou t 25 ca rs o f
a ll sh apes and sizes, eve n to an ex Pa ckard hea rse.
Th ey were all neat ly st ru ng out in lit tl e hunches,
ind icative o f weight and pow er. I a m g la d to
sa y that a spi r it o f strong riva lry preva iled , not o f
co u rse th at we ra ced o r a nyth ing like th at. Afu-r a ll
yo u know us a ll a nd we wouldn 't d o a ny t hi ng as
nau gh ty as th a t wou ld we ? N o t b loom ing much .. .
H ow ev er , le t it he sa id a t o nce tha t th e heavy m et al
ga ve wa y m ost pol it el y to th e light o nes o n a ll th e
co rne rs and beha vio u r was im peccable. H ow ev er , I
wi sh yo u co u ld hav e seen that 'a u nt ie t o tt er' look on
the fa ce of the lea de r o f each liu! c group a nd tilt:
m a rsh all s look o f su rp rise wh en suc h unl ikel y cars
as a 19 24 La gonda 12 slid its wav round the hair­
p in neatly, it; owner th e m ask o r'sai n tliness. It is
interes ti ng a lso to reflect th at , whilst onc was barel y
ou t o f th ird a nd a t pai ns to reach 70 0 11 the ba ck
str a igh t, d nri ng the d ays rac in g th« fast est we re
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THE AGE OF MOTORING

-

King-size volume - 13in. x l l in. 208
pages

100 pages of colour drawings illus tra t­
ing 189 vehicles

56 pages of two-tone photographs
48 pages of text
Hard-backed a nd clot h-bound
Coloured dust-jacket

* * *
THE AGE OF MOTORING is a n ab sului cly
unique ho ok. In it s co nce ption and execu tion it

is quit e differ ent from any o the r work d evoted
to th e autom obil e. I t is diffi cult for us to

visu alize today th e co nd it ions und er
wh ich th e new -fangled m otor-car
lirst m ad e its al arming appearance
among th e horse-drawn ca rri ages of

th e ea rly 20 th century. Thi s book
vividl y tra ces its progress throu gh th e ex­

citing pioneering da vs until i ts inevitabl e
acceptance as th e nO~'m a I ;n ean s o f ro ad transport.

In th is luxu ry ed ition co lour draw ings a rc for th e first
time rep rodu ced side by side with co n te m po ra ry ph ot o­

g raphs a nd text s co nce rn ing th e ca rs portra yed by th e a rtis t.
The skilful bl ending o f th ese three e le me nts ca r ries us ba ck in a

tr ice to the heroi c d ay s o f th e ea rly m ot ori sts - th ose courageous,
tra il-b lazing a nces to rs o f the eve ryday m od ern road -use r.

• 189 co lour drawings of super b qu al it y, spec ia lly cr eat ed for thi s book by Pierre Durnont
• 80 bea u tifu l ph ot og ra ph s - m ost o f th em hith e rto unpublish ed - chosen from a mong

th ou sands o f docu men ts
• T ou ch ing or co m ica l a ncrdo tes tak en fro m new spapers o r lite rat ure pu blishe d between

1900 a nd 1939
• Carefully print ed tex t a nd exquisitely rep rodu ced four-col ou r d rawings a nd tw o- ton e

ph ot ographs
• Five rea sons whi ch go to ma ke T HE AGE OF MOTORING

THE FIRST ART BOOK DEVOTED T O T H E AUTOMOBILE
This fa bu lous new book , TH E AG E OF MOTORI N G , is expected to be in Ncw Z ealand for
C h ristma s. For th e motor en thusiast th is will b e th e N u m ber One G ift Book for C h ristmas.
Here is a uniqu e o p po rtu nity for th e whol e fam ;!y to club together to purch ase this big book
which o f co u rse is id eal for birthda ys, g ifts , prizes a nd trophi es. M aybe thi s book is a big pri ce
but it d efin itc ly is a big book and wort h eve ry p enny as ked . If you pref er you ca n o rde r th e
brochu re o r bo ok throu gh your favourite Hook se lle r. There a rc a limit ed number o f co p ies in
th e init ia l 1 ~; ~ ;5 sh ipment, th erefore th e bo oks will be post ed O il a " fi rst come, first se rved " basis.

i\lail tbi, co upo n to I\f.E.r. Bookshop

tod ay a nd you will receive all a tt rac tive,

colourful, e igh t-page brochu re whi ch

w ill g i\ 'c you a lot of int e resting info r­

m at ion about this wonderful new book ,

THE AGE 01" MOTORING

M.E.P. BOOKSHOP
82 TARANAKI STREET

(1'.0 . 130x 1324 ),
WELLINGTON.

Please post without a ny o bliga tio n wh at soever
unc eight-page ll rochurc abo ut T B E AGE

O F MOTOR Il'i G .

NAj"fE

..\DDRESS

-- --- - - _._- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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being t im ed throu gh the 't ra p' a t m ore tha n doubl e
th a t speed, whilst m ere minn ics were cloc king over
th e hundred . Fo rty yea rs ha ve certainly see n a lot
of progress, bu t onc wo nders if 40 yea rs hen ce some
intrepi d id iot wh o m otors in th e p ast will be pu sh ­
ing a minnie over th e ce nt ury ma rk?

NORTH OTAGO NOTES
by K eith and Bill

R estoration s a nd rebui lds in th e Nort h O tago
a re a a re proceed ing a pace. Notable a mo ng' th ese
arc D ou g Pcdl ow 's a nd K eith Pc1'I-y'S D e Di on s
whi ch a rc grad ua lly tak ing sha pe; th ese tw o cars,
being ve te ra ns, a rc m ost welcome ad d it ions to o u r
fleet , co mprising as it does of mostly vint age
ve h ic les .

Cecil M cG au gh ey's 1925 "G lass -ho use D od gc
Se da n is a no the r in terestin g re-build which sho u ld
be a n eye -ca tc he r w ith a~ two-storey look. Ne il
Robb's 1924 D od ge is well on th e way excep t for
body a nd gua rds , the chassis look ing ve ry show­
room.

O u r firs t Au stin 7 Tou rer is on th e stocks a m i
we look forward to J ohn Sian lcy's effo rt with int er­
est, as Joh n is no st ra nger to th ese m a chines, hav ­
ing run th em in hi s younger d ays.

Murray T a it wi ll soon be rall ying in hi s
Ne w Beau ty Ford Tudo r a nd so w ill Torn S tc phc ns
in hi s M od el A T ourer, wh ile j ac k C rurn p is now
dri ving a tidy M od el A Se da n.

T he a bove ca rs a nd th ei r ow ne rs arc go ing
to be m ost welcome ad d it ions to our ra nks of rally
co m pe t ito rs, so, let s hav e you cha ps-and soo n!

G lencoe D om a in , near H erbcrt , was th e ven ue
o f our fir st run of the xcason, the re being a good
turn-out of cars a nd a n eve n be tte r tournou t of
members , O UI- tim e was pu t to good use pra cti sing
our eve n t for th e A. & P. Sho w in O am aru on th e
16th Novem be r, wh en our C lub is to appear at th e
eveni ng Ca rn iva l, ou r feature bein g th e C lu b Ca p­
tai n's spccia lty " Moto r-po lo" toge the r with a novelty
eve n t, whi ch prom pt s on c to ask wh ether th e re
wo u ld be roo m in " BEA DED WH EELS" for an
art icle on success fu l eve n ts for pu bli c fun ction s, by
so meo ne with expe rie nce in th e fie ld.

, A ver y succ ess fu l a nd well a t te nde d Trophy
I'rlisentation Evening was held tow ards th e end
of 'O c to be r, wh en prizes for the year were awa rde d.

Among th ose re tu rn ing home afterwards w ith
th e silve rwa re cn: ., were - K cith Cayford, K eith
Murra y, D av e C la r k, Wilson S pite a nd Arch J ohn­
sto n. A pleas ure feature was th e presence of Auto­
mobi le Associat ion Presid ent , T . P. Berry, to presen t
th e han sorn c A. A. T rophy to init ial w inn er K eith
Cayfo rd . Sui ta ble film s a nd slides, foll owed by
su pper, co nc luded a wo rthwh ile evening.

O ne o f ou r newer m embers, T orn S tc phc ns, re­
cen t ly ac q uired th e rem ai ns of a very in teres ti ng
ve tera n - a n A rgy ll - which , a lthough lacki ng
quite a few essen t ia ls, would st ill see m to have
g rea l poss ibi lit ies.

T he p rog res .• o f ou r Secre ta ry a nd T om home­
wards, co m ple te with tru ck a nd Argyll , caused no
litt le in terest a nd fr om bein g an esti mate d 191 0
mod el a t the sta rt, had advanced as low as 190 4
befo re th e cnd of th e journey - so, furth er Argyll
lore will be so ug ht.

DEC EMB ER . l% 'i

Ea ch of the four cy linde rs is se parate, has a T
head w it h tw o spa rk plugs, esta blish ing th e ca r as
a n ea rly one .

Missin g a rc - o il pump, t im ing -gea rs, ra d ia to r,
stee ring wh eel a nd co lum n, lamps a nd ma ny othe r
sma ll pa rts, but in view o f our local lack of ve te ra ns
it is hop ed th a t m an y of these mi ssing link s will be
found .
W indsor R ail)' / 965:

Prep a rations for the 5t h Windsor R ally O il

Dece mber 4 th a rc goi ng well , a nd thi s yea r's effor t
p ro m ises to be a popula r onc as co mpet itors a re
go ing to be ente rtai ne d ( ! ) fo r th e wh ol e d ay thi s
tim e, for th e R all y sta r ts at 9 .30 a .m. in keep ing
with th e " lets m ot or" trend a ppa ren t since th e
Haast .

L un ch will be tak en in rural su rroundings w ith
ca te ri ng a rra nge me nts in th e ca pa ble ha nd s of a
Count ry W orn en s' Group, wh ile foll owi ng th e Run
a Buff et Ten a nd Socia l will sui tably wi nd up our
Annual Eff ort.

Already ent ries a rc co m ing in , and we look for­
wa rd to a represen tat ive ga the r ing for th is firs t
" ne w look " Windsor R all y.

MARLBOROUGH NOTES
SO [a r th e only tw o outings we hav e had wer e to

welc om e th e "Spring bo ks" in a procession and a t te nd
th e boat sho w in Poll ard Park. T he re wa s to have
been a rall y yesterday , but it wa s put off on accou nt
of heavy rain, whi ch was badl y need ed locall y.

There is no new s locall y, I ha ve been out of
to uc h wi th m embers for weeks.

[ was ve ry in ter ested in th e last two issu es of
" BE A D E D WHEELS" referri ng to th e qualities a nd
perfo rm ance of th e ol d " Aust in" 12/ 4. Even w he n
these cars ca me out ne w th ey were cons ide red a
very h igh qu ali ty car a nd people who ow ne d rhe in
were envied. They wer e not a chea p ca r accord­
ing to Au stin 's ca ta log ue, th ey cos t £500 in E ng­
land , wh en yo u co uld buy Ford T 's, C hc v, a nd
o ther Am erican ca rs for no t much m or e th an £20()
in Ne w Zea la nd her e. I hav e had m any years
expe rience wi th th ese cars, I hav e ye t to hea r of one
g iving a xle or gen rbox t rou ble, The 12 was no t a
fast car hut co u ld hold it s ow n with th e average.
O n th e o the r han d th e 20 h.p . ca r was a ve ry Iast
<:;\1 ' , th ou gh it was onl y 4-cy linde r a nd weigh ed
20 Ion s, Am eri can ca rs lik e Cad illac, Chrys lc r,
Esse x 4, Bui ck , Hudson a nd o thers, it co u ld lea ve
beh ind co m fo rtably (a ny bi tes ). I mus t stop her e
or I will he revea ling m y id ent ity. We arc a ll look ­
ing forw ard to th e summ er a nd go od moto ri ng
wea the r. In co nc lus ion I would like on beh alf of
a ll ou r loc al m embers to wi sh a ll rea ders o f
" BEA D E D WH EELS" a M erry C h ristmas aud
happy a nd p rosp e rous Ne w Yea r a nd good m ot oring
fo r th e future .

MANAWATU BRANCH NOTES
Excep t for th ose wi th we ll- lit and heat ed ga ra ­

ge s th is has been no winter o r sp rin g fo r the spend­
ing o f lon g hours on restoration s. R ather has th e
accent been on th ose vehicl es registered bei ng used
and m aintained to sa lly forth into ne ighbouring
territory, such as th e H olmwood "1''' whi ch battled
aga inst a n appa lli ng sou the r ly a ll the wa y to Fcat h­
c rs to n in su ppo rt o f th e Wellingt on Bra nc h appea r-



)ECE~IllER , 1965

ance at th e M ast erton Golde n G ames, So did Andy
Thom son with H arley-David son and cha ir plu s a
stro ng co ntinge n t from \Van ganu i. The weather
was pyg' . awful , so hav ing rugged th e fami.ly lip on
th e gra nds ta nd 10 wat ch go-ca rts a nd dirt tr ack
motorcycl es, I set off to find the most com ll1od!ous
vehi cle in whi ch to relax. A large maroon Sun­
beam looked inviting bu t peerin g th ro ug h th e rain
spo tted windows I found th ere wa s a boa rd meet ­
ing in p rogr ess or was it a bawd meet ing. By the
simple expe d ient o f rem oving th e front bu cket sea t ~

and fa cing them aft , ab out eigh t duffle-coated and
be-pa rka 'd vintagents were observe d to be perform.
ing vintage rites around a Stoneh en ge of sa ndwich
til~s a nd 'therm os flasks. No room in th at inn a nd
nob od v at hom e in the M aud selcy, sund ry Alvi,
Perry, ' Bui ck or Aust in, but I was eve n tua lly
invit ed a boa rd a Roll s-Rovcc in whi ch we led
a rou nd th e a re na whil e th e publi c and family froze
in th e gra nds ta nd . I t was goo d to see Rex Port er
motoring aga in, thi s time cos ily 'csconsed in' an
a ttractive S.S. rather tha n ' mo unted on' a Dc Di on
Bouton espec ia lly considering th e eleme nts whi ch
did noth ing 10 enhance the best co llec t ion of glit­
tering ve hicles as yet to foregath er in the Wa irara pa .
Worth y o f note was th e excellent co m men ta ry on
th e P.A. syste m .

T he writer nearly man aged a post-en try for the
l lawkc's Bay Safari but was foil ed by a n expired
W. of F. a flat spa re a nd a half-a cr e sec t ion un­
tam ed aft er pr o-and-post Haast neglect.

How ever , a d ecision to cover it as far as Ta i­
hape was rewarding espec ia lly as th e route da y.
th rou gh tha t wonderful run lip to C he lthenharn,
K imbol ton a nd Rangi wahia th en ba ck to Manga­
weka with clear roads an d magnifi cen t river gorges,
bush cla d wi th feasts o f go ld en kowh ai a nd festoon s
o f clcma tis . Bill O lsen did a gra nd job as tail -end
C ha rlie a nd was a ble to tak e on Les Fit zgerald and
Ru ss Bish op , forced to bail out of th e H arl ey with
spark tr ouble. W e lun ch ed with th e bro the rs Deigh­
ton marshall ing a t M an gaw cka and ar riving a t
Taiha pe Co llege in tim e to view the assembled
ca rs most o f whi ch had co me ove r th e Gentle Ann ie
from H awk e's Bay wit ho u t incid ent a nd with grea t
enthus iasm for th e rout e. The St ud eb aker of R on
T ai t performed as handsomely as it look s an d
Aub rcy Sta p les Aust in 12, 4 wa s looking particul arl y
a trrac t ive a nd well restored. F rc d Gover with Su n­
beam was go ing well a nd piling up some more
rally ing m iles after do ing th e H aast in th e Ga isfo rd
Roll s. T he Ta ihapc Co llege P.T.A. ladies did a
gra nd job with aft ernoon tea and th er e was a mp le
tim e to vie w th e thirt y-odd ent r ies some of whi ch
had been merel y sighted on th e H aast run suc h as
th e Whippet of Ala n Scarrot t w ith its superb finish
and that 1I10st a ttrac tive Bui ck M a rqu ct tc ill maroon
a lso from Hawkc's Bay, From a ll reports the
Safari was a gre a t success and a 'm ust' for next
year.

Hi ghlight of th e R oyal A. & P. Show gra nd
pa rade was a di spl ay of horse-drawn veh icles by
th e recentl y formed M a nawatu So ciety . A bcaut i­
full y restored gig circ uit ing th e are na a t a really
spa nking pac e made th e bravest spec ta cle since
T ere ton gu an d nearl y ru use a For Sa le a dver tise -

PAGE TWE NTY -NI NE

mcnt in thi s magazine for a 30 /9B a nd a M orris­
CO\,-Iey, but on seco nd th ou ghts I' ll se tt le for a I~ttl e

liai son , To othe r Bran ch es, th e Seasons Gree tings
from th e M an aw a tu ,

OTAGO NOTES
\Vc were int erested to sec in th e last issue o f

"BEA DED WH E ELS" th at Ne lson No tes , Nor thern
Na tter, a nd So u th land Bran ch , a ll noted th at th eir
activiti es had been affec ted by th e win ter. Wh er e
a rc thes e hardy sou ls who " revel in th e joys of
vin tage motoring?" O r ca n it be th at Orago has
a kind er cl ima te th an othe r less fav oured pla ces?

In Se p tem be r the branch held a Specia l Gene ra l
M eeti ng to cha nge our cons titu tio n . If the Na tio na l
Executive ag rees, ou r com m ittee will from no w
on be elec ted to spec ific duties, ra the r than find
ou t th eir jobs aft er elec tion as is th e case at the
mom ent. At th e sa me me eting th e cha irma n rep ort­
ed back to th e bran ch on th e eve n ts o f the Na tiona l
A.G .M . T he three mai n topi cs of insu ra nce, spare
parts a nd th e nex t Internati on al Rally wer e a ll
greeted ve ry fav ourabl y, espec ia lly the last. Afte r
th e di scussion a few wandered downstairs to keep
th e di scon solate proje ctio nist ha ppy, by wa tc h ing
his films , while th e rest stayed to a rgu e a bout
P.V .T. 's ( Post Vin tage Theori es ).

T he month foll owing th e A.G .M. the clu b held
a nigh t tri al. Th is invo lved finding on e' s way to
th e variou s stree ts of Dunedin whi ch have th e names
of ca rs, and th en idc nt ifying some specific fact abo u t
th e pla ce. All th e en tra nts received was a jumbled

Last issue of " BEAD ED WH E ELS" we invit ed
mem bers to visit ou r room s sho u ld th ey happen to
bc in Dunedin on a Fr ida y nigh t. On th e eight h
of October thi s invitati on had its first tak ers wh en
th e parti cipants of the Bentl ey Rall y dropped in
for the eve ning. A fine time was had by a ll and r
bel ieve one or two crews found th e sta rti ng tim e
of 9 a .m. rather difficult to keep th e foll owing da y.
Wh eth er thi s wa s caused by poor health or normal
lassi tude I ca n' t say . In an y case it is goo d to meet
new peop le and old fri ends from othe r clu bs, so
if you are in Dunedin co me alo ng .

The highlight of th e local club's ca len dar for
O ctober was th e La d ies' Ni ght held on th e 30 th .
The eve ning was sp lit into tw o parts, th e first be ing
a d em on strati on o f cos me tic a rts by a beau ty con­
su lta nt. You mi ght think this a n od d a cti vity for
a vin tage ca r club, but how o fte n have you seen
tw enty-three wives d raggin g th eir hu sbands to a
meeting? When th e d ispla y had finish ed, Eri c Ga it
of C hr istc hu rch, showe d us hi s slides of th e H aast
R all y. H e ca me down especia lly for th is purpose
and we would like to thank him vcrv mu ch for
doing so. '

O nce aga in I am happy to be a ble to not e
further progr ess with our clubroo ms, This tim e I
want to blow a sma ll tru mpe t abou t a no ther m od ern
innova tio n our arch itects have conceived - gas
ligh tin g ! No, r a m not joking the Otago Bran ch 's
unrem itt ing search for novelt y a nd modernity has
led us to a do p t th is new a nd untried lighting
m edium ; which man y predict will ent ire ly su pe rsede
old fan gled elect ric light. All jo king aside gas
lighting some ho w m ak es for a very pl easant aunos-
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ph erc bes ides being quite a novelty.
In co ncl us ion, I would like to remind mem ­

bers o f two eve nts whi ch wi ll tak e pla ce in D une di n
ea rly next yea r. T he firs t is th e Dunedi n- Bright on
Run for Vet e rans wh ich will now tak e pla ce on the
22nd of January. Please not e incidentall y th at th e
dat e has had to be cha nge d, so th e dat e in th e
Nat iona l Calenda r is not co rre ct. T he second
eve nt is th e In vcrm ay H ilklimb on the 26 th of
February. By th e tim e thi s issu e of " BEA D E D
WHEEI_S" r~a ch es you your sec re ta ry sho u ld have
a copy o f th e regul at ion s. Ask him a bo ut it and
mak e you r plan s to come.

TARANAKI BRANCH NOTES
Our first club rally since th e A.G.M. was held

on Se ptembe r 26 th . Max Fish er or gani sed th e run
ove r 40 mil es of inter esting roads, a nd 23 member s
com pe ted in 17 ca rs. O f th ese five wer e vin tage,
with a lone motorcycl e, a nd th ree wer e P. V.V .

T revor Kearns rall ied well to ga in 6th pla ce,
r id ing h is 1924 Dou glas twin. However, th e hon ou r
o f first pl ace, al on g with th e task of orga nising th e
next run , went to G racmc Lee, pil oti ng a P.V.
R iley.

Nigel Haym an turned ou t in his newl y ac q u ired
S.S. one Tou rer, a nd went round very q uie tly. I
ha ve heard th at on a stre tc h of m etal road hi s
d ifferent ia l was too low and wa s see n to be turn ing
Ihe metal as ide like a plou gh . .

Se ve ra l new members hav e co me f,,:'ward over
th e past few months. O ne of th ese is All a n Inch
wh o sta rted o fT with a 1926 C hevrol ct 4 Toure r,
and has recentl y ac q u ired a seco nd car in th e sha pe
o f a C itroe n Seda n, of 1928 vintage. T he la tt er was
rescu ed from th e not too tende r clut ch es o f a schoo l
wa y in th e ba ck- blocks o f In gl cwo od.

An old member, but ne w to thi s pa rt of th e
coast, is Cordon Broth erston , lat e of \Vanganu i.
C ordon YITY th ough tf ull y brought the " lI isso" a nd
al so a rather nice P.V . S.S. J aguar saloo n.

Our bran ch was represente d on tw o runs ove r
Lab ou r week end . J ack a nd Sh irlev Castle went
mot oring north to Au ckl and with I1 I:uce Ca tch po le
a nd I'a ck ard . T hev finish ed fifth in the fast class.

Eri c Hod gc i;l Mode l T and navi gat or Des
Co rn wa ll journeyed sou th to th e " G en tle Anni e
Sa fa ri" and went very well , winning th e Vet er an
C lass .

Dav e Bowma n took off sou th to C h ristc h urc h
and returned so me da ys lat er from th e Benll(~v

Alp ine Rall y " broke a nd dead ti red , a nd m inu s one
Bcntl ev" .

O 'n th is joyfu l not e I sha ll sign off, wishing
eve ryone a happy C hr istmas a nd a hecti c new yea r.

WAIKATO NOTES
\Vith th ese not es, we look forw a rd to th e b us iest

period of thc vint age year, a lthough the W aik a ro
club has not been idl e during th e wet a nd co ld of
th e recen t winter. L

Perh aps th e most in teresting occasion was an
even ing meeting wh ere th e C lub was host to th e
local She ll Oil rep resen ta tive, NI I' Gwynne R ow c,
a nd his Au ckl and co lleague, Mr K eit h W ylie, wh o
ga ve us a goo d d eal o f informa t ion on lub ricati on.

Mr \Vyli e cc r tai nly knownx his o ils, a nd not
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onlv did we learn th e most sui ta ble mod ern grades
for ' our o lde r veh icles, but we a lso hea rd of th e
effects (a nd ill-e ffects ) - o f ce rta in ad di tives in co m­
mon use toda v a nd the co rrosive di saster s a tte nda n t
up on the use ' o f some of th em in d rives, suc h as
worm-d rives, wh ere ph osphor-br onze is pr esent.

T he eve ning co nclud ed with th e showing of
three Sh ell filmS:- two on vet er an and vintage motor­
ino' a nd the third on th e d esign of shoc k-a bsorbe rs.

a A large bundle of En try For ms for the 1966
Na tiona l Rall y in W ellingt on nex t Eas te r has been
sent ou t to a ll in th e C lub known to have suita ble
veh icles running, a nd we a re hopeful o f being a ble
to field a strong team for th e C ha lle nge Troph y.

Wi th th e Ch ristmas season fas t a pp roa ch ing, a
large R affl e ha s been orga nised 10 ra ise finan ce for
th e C h ild re n's Party , erc., a nd to thi s party the
C lub has invit ed ch ild re n from " T he Ne st" , the
Sa lvat ion Arm y's C h ild ren's Home in H amil ton.

Prepa ra tory work co m mences soo n fo r our own
Annu al Ra llv, whi ch visit s T ha mes on M arch 5 1h
a nd fith next .' Entry Forms will be av a ila ble ca rlv
in the New Yea r. ' ,

To a ll o ur ru ns we ex tend a n inv ita t ion to
an y other br an ch members wh o may he in th e di s­
tri ct , and parti culars can be obtai ne d fr om th e
Sec reta ry a t P.O . Box 9:!4, H a mil ton ( phone 69-346,
eve nings ) .

T he C lub put forwa rd two sche mes for th e
p roposed I!l72 International Ra lly , bo th tra ve rsing
th e North Island, but quit e diff erent in cha rac ter.
I t is hoped th at th ese will be o f some ass ista nce to
th e Presid ent in his ta sk o f preparing a final sche me
to pu t before th e Int ernati on al Federa tion .

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE S
MEMB ERS O F VINT AG E CA R C LU B OF N. Z .

I NC .: Fr ee for firs t th ree lin es (a pp rox . 25
wor ds ) ; th er eafter 1/- pe r line (8 wor ds ) .

NON-ME M BE RS: 5/- for fir st three lin es or less;
T herea fte r 1/ - pe r line.

To be accep ted a ll ad vertise me nts mu st be typ ed
a nd be accom pa n ied by the necessary remitt an ce
and must be in th e hands of th e Ed ito r not la ter
th an th e 15th day of th e mon th befor e pu bli cati on
d a le.

Spec ia l di spla y ad ve rt iseme n ts of ca rs for sale
c"m p let'~ with phot os ma y be insert ed at spe cia l and
very reaso na ble rat es, for det a ils o f whi ch se rvice
writ e to th e Ed ito r.

FO R SA L E: Ford ~vIode l i\ Y! -IOn Trurk . O rigina l.
Enquiri es to Roy R ow e, C/ - Box 444" Ham ilt on ,
or Pho ne 80- 12!J H amilton ( l1usiness Hours ) .
WA 1'ITE D : Ve te ran fou r sea ter touring ca r or
chass is in a ny co ndi tio n o r sta te o f res toration.
M a rt in Fcrncr, 75 1'Iicho lson Road , W ellingt on , N5 .
rOR SALE : 1924 Bui ck 4, tourer, goo d order, runs
well , £ I00 or offer ; I ~)29 Au burn 6-cyl. seda n.
C hass is restored , bod y complete but need s much
work , £50 or ofle r, W . S. Bc yne, Sch oolhou se, C l- r.
Mu rr ay, R .D. 5, Tuak au .
WANTED: Parts for 1928 Aust in. 2 19in. wh eels
w ith sma ll ce n tres: I cho ke asse m bly and carburet­
tor ; I d ynamo co,;er. Ph on e 556 -835'.
SELL : ESSEX -l-cvlinde r 1923 tou rer. G ood a nd
res to ra hlc. C on ta ct I. E. Hi hb erd , 78+ Nort h Rd. ,
Belf ast. Pho ne Bel. B7G9.
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'A faint susurrus of steam • •
,

•

PM;E TIIlRTY-O"E

Chassis of the While S team Car, showing the boiler mounted directly under the fr ont u at. and the
engine in the conventio nal position. The ' radiator' is in fa ct a tubular condense r which a//OW3 the
condensed water ( 0 be used aga in and again,

survived, but steam cars were with­
drawn from future competition.
By 1912 Steam Cars were receiving
scant popularity.
Although Stanley continued to build
them until 1925, public preference
turned to the vastly improved petrol
cars . . . ending an era which, to
this day, is still the subject of many
heated debates.
Whereas once the steam engine was
the cr iterion of smooth, silent, swift
acceleration, now these, plus the
added benefits of sustained power for
hills and cruising, can be yours in
any petrol engine, with Supershell
with Methyl Benzine.
Supershell contains more than a pint
per gallon of Shell 's dynamic power
component, Methyl Benzine. Shell's
exclusive ignition control additive
Cresyl Diphenyl Phosphate, and
special rust preventive also combine
to give today's motorist top power,
smooth running and engine pro­
tection. No other petrol offers so
many advantages. Get Supershell
with Methyl Benzine for yo ur car,
today .

IT H.~S TO BE GOU D TO BE SHELL

More than a pint in every gallon of

METHYL BENZINE

runner-up, a petrol car . In the same
year, Fred Marriott, in a specially­
streamlined Stanley Steamer, record­
ed 121.57 rn.p.h , over the flying
kilometre and 127.66 m.p.h. over the
flying mile at Ormond Beach. The
following year, Marriott was
estimated to have reached 190 m.p.h.
when the car became airborne, over­
turned and disintegrated. Marriott

SUPERSHELL
253.5

A 40 h.p, White Steam Car (/905-190 7) . These
came ill U variety of body types. both open and
closed.

'NO MORE WAS HEARD THAN THE
whirr of the chain and a faint
susurrus of steam. Even at full power
on a hill the noise did not rise above
a faint Ta-pocketa Ta-pocketa­
and the smoothness was not to be
surpassed by petrol cars for many
years.'
This was the 'Silence of Steam' - an
era which lasted almost 20 years ,
and which many maintain could still
exist today, if sufficient resear ch and
development had been carried on .
American manufacturers first realised
the potential of the Steam-car, and
in 1898 the twin brothers F. O. and
F. E. Stanley were producing a
remarkable series of light steam-ca rs,
which when handled with care, were
capable of long-distance journeys.
However, water consumption, almost
a gallon a mile, and light construction
were the two drawbacks early steam­
C,H S had to contend with, and by
1903 Stanley, and their well-known
rival, White, moved into the heavier
class of car.
White claimed a radius of seventy
miles or more without a water-stop
for their model.
With all steam cars, maximum speed
could not be maintained for very
long, but in acceleration the steam
car could, in those days , show a very
clean pair of heels to the petrol
model. In 1906, at the Shelsley Walsh
Hillc\imb (England), a White steamer
inished 24 ~ seconds ahead of the
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FOR SALE: 1930 Chrysler 6 - steel bodied saloon.
Very resiorablc with plenty of spares. This car has
wire wheels and has an excellent chassis and most
of the restoration work is confined to a motor recon­
dition and external and interior bodywork. Will
sell very cheap to good home. Will not break under
any circmstances.
FOR SALE: Chrysler 65 - engine, gearbox and
complete chassis including six rims, etc . All parts
are in extremely good condition and will sell al­
together or separately for very realistic prices. For
both lots please contact, Mike Poynton, P.O. Box
3102, Wellington.
FOR SALE BY TENDER: 1927 Chevrolet Road­
stcr, Present owner has had car since 1931 . Car is
in original condition. Can be inspected at 53 Mc­
Kcnzic Street , Geraldine. T enders to be addressed
to Miss E. H. Lee, at above address.
FOR SALE : Studebakcr Standard 6 Sedan, 1927.
One owner. This car could be the only example of
this model in mint condition in the country. Ser­
viced by one mechanic from the date of purchase.
It is complete in every detail and up to concourse
standard. Owing to owner's health the vehicle has
been stored for some months and is now offered
for sale at £375 cash. Photos and partial log avail­
able on request. Phone 31-540 or write 9 Rem­
uera Avenue, Christchurch .
FOR SALE : Goulding Sidecar chassis, £5. Lucas
50 degree twin magneto rewound, £5. P. W . J.
Wood, 7 Maxwell Avenue, Papatoetoe .
WANTED for 1928 Whippet roadster, Side-guide
timing chain, preferably the widest type. Also any
general information or literature about this model,
which is wanted urgently for restoration. Please
contact Paul RocIgers, 27 Hunter Brown Street,
Wairoa, Hawke's Bay.
FOR SALE: 1926 Buick, 'sta nd a rd six' saloon.
Untidy but fairly accurate, original condition. Goes
O .K., current W.O.F. Have original papers; £53.
Must sell. Mr P . Bracey, 17 Bleakhouse Road,
Howick, Auckland, or C/- Massey Univcrsitv
Manawatu, "
WANTED for 1929 MORRIS MINOR. One Lucas
Sparton horn, S.U. type M.M. carburettor, winged
Calormeter and any other parts or information.
Contact: N. R. Wilson, Box 3283, Wellington.
FOR SALE : 1924 Bianchi, complete, all original,
new tyres, wiring, offer wanted . Contact: A. N.
Beissel, 59 Godley Avenue, Christchurch.

WANTED TO BUY: Vulcan car parts, carburettor,
radiator mascot and any other pans. Would appre­
ciate pictures and information about these cars.
Please reply to : I. R. Finn, 994 Avonside Drive,
Christ church.
WANTED for Bullnose Morris Oxford , 1925.

-Smiths 5 jet carburettor. Radiator any condition,
also Bullnose Morris Cowley 1925, front axle,
Smith's 5 jet carburettor and any instruments. N. C .
Daue, 38 Ranger Street, St. Albans, Christchurch.
Phone 82-655 .
WANTED: Ballot car (a ny condition) or parts, or
would appreciat e information as to likely where­
abouts Roy Southward, 179 Knight's Road, Lower
Ilull, Phone fi99-55I.
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WANTED: 1931 Model A Ford hub caps (4 ) .
These are approx. 4in . in diameter. Also handbook
suit same. Perry Cla rk, Ma rornaku, Bay of Islands.
WANTED : Early photos, information gratefully
swapped for , bargained , purchased or you name it,
to assist restoration of 1912-13 Alldays Matchl ess
mic (Alldays and Onions ) . Contact : Chris Chas­
ton, 3 Mavin Road , Christ chu rch, 2. Phone 37-218.
FOR SALE: Hupmobile parts from 1908 to 1930
new. Parts of various other American makcs. An
assortment of wooden wheels new and used. Hyatt
Bearings and crownwhecls and pinions. Contact:
P. J. Cutler, 159-161 Wairakei Road, Christchurch,
5.
WANTED: Front axle and spare engine for Model
H, 32 h.p. Hupp 1912 , 1913. P. J. Cutler, 159-161
Wairakei Road, Christchurch, 5.
FOR SALE: Over 50 starter motors and generators.
Chev, Overland, Buick, Austin, Crossley, etc. D es­
cribe ac curately what you want , 10/- ea ch plus
freight. Nearly all these arc second hand and there­
fore not guaranteed. Also many of the timing gears,
chains, king pins, etc., advertised September
Beaded Wheel, £ 1 each. Barry Barnes, 206 Bluff
Road, Invercargill.
WANTED for Model A 1928/9, window winder
handle; original ignition switch with surround;
distributor complete with two-piece drive shaft;
radiator shell; radiator cap, indented edge; folding
luggage rac. 1930 Aat black steering wheel with
switch/stroke shaft and horn button; generator,
long body; steering sector arms ( le ft and right of
tie-bar). Peter Ascham, \Vaihua Maori School ,
Bag 165, Wairoa, Hawke's Bay.
WANTED TO BUY : Three Dunlop type 48 spline,
well base, 21 in. x 4 .50in. wire wheels. Sunbeam
Wolverhampton engraved on face of 4in. hexagon
locking nut. Would swop two fine splinc Rudge
Whitworth type ditto. Contact:]' B. Morris, No. 4
R.D., Christchureh. Phone Isl. 5477.
WANTED : Information, data, handbooks, cata­
logues, old advert 's and photographs of 1916-1920
8 h .p. V-twin ].A.P. engined Royal Enfield motor­
cycle. G. J. McConnell , 15 Cl if ton Place, R.D. 1,
Atawhai, Nelson.
WANTED: Parts for Dc Dion Bouton, single cylin­
der, 1904 . Wheels (I have hubs ), steering wheel,
motor, bonnet. \Vould consider other parts for
spares. Also require twin cylinder Darracq motor
Circa, 1904 8 h.p. Can give 10 h .p. twin cylinder
motor in part excha nge. D. Hall, 161 Main Street,
Hum ly.
fOR SALE: 1925 Light Six Bnick Tourer, also
1912 New Hudson M/c, can be seen at Riwaka, via
Motueka at Christmas. Phil Griffiths, Smiths Motors,
Main Road, Riwaka.
FOR SALE: Must sell, 1923 Packard Coupe Six
complete, with large stock of spare parts enough
parts for another car ' except complete body. Price
£ 75 or near offer or exchange to sam e value per­
haps with small Diesel Marine Engine Boat hull
etc. Contact urgently Mr A. Crapp, 26 23rd Avenue:
Tauranga.
WANTED TO BUY: Austin 7 Tourer or similar
car in going order. Condition immaterial. Slate
price where seen. Shand, Box 1:) , Fairlie.



c. HUNTON LTD.
55 Kilmore Street Phone 69-786

Specialists in

New Body Work
Chassis Straightening

Painting
Door Lock and

Window Winding
Repairs

Glass Replacements
Renewing Rotten

Woodwork

WE TAKE THE DENT OUT or ACCIDENT

VAUXHALL FOR VALUE
MAKE YOUR OVERSEAS FUNDS BUY BETTER FOR YOU

VELOX - VICTOR 101 - VIVA
OVERSEAS FUNDS GUARANTEE YOU EARLY DELIVERY

Call or Ring for a Test Drive

THE FARMER'S GARAGE
MADRAS STREET PHONE 71-699

(LICENSED MOTOR VEH ICLE DEALERS)

"Better Known For Better Service"



1965-Still in winning form on Castrol
Always ask for

I'he 1J litre superchar-ged E.R.A. "Rernus"
vas successf ully raced in the immediate
ire-war period by Prince Bira. Toda y, this
zar is owned by the Hon. Patrick Lindsay
who has five times won the Richard Seaman
\1.emorial Trophy with "Remus" and in 1964
NOn the "Coupe de I'age d'or" at Rouen.

l'he history of motoring is the history of
: as t roI.

These pa st and present successes are yet
another chapter of the history of Castrol in
motor spor t. Whatever the car, whatever
the event, Castrol is the oil that never fails.
It is th e choice of successful drivers in
almost every field of competition. You
cannot do better than follow the winning
line.

Alwa ys a sk for Cast rol - by name!


