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"HORSELESS
CARRIAGE"

In 1893 th e first gasoline pow ered motorcar in th e United Sta tes cru ised down
th e main streets of Springfield, Mass., at a spe ed of five mil es an hour! This car
was made by two brothers, Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea.

In 1896 Henry Ford drove his first car out of the machine shop in Detroit.

Lat er, his sys te m of machine-made, interchangeable parts, and assembl y line

production, put motorcars within the price range of the man-in-the-street.

By the beginning of th e 20th century, 8,000 motorcars were registered in

the United States. These were powered by steam, gasoline or electricity, and

Hen then they did not look much like the original "Horseless Carriage."

Some of the law s pass ed in the early da ys of the motorcar make us chuckle

today. For instance, one community ruled that if a horse refused to pass a

motorcar the driver of the car mu st "take the machine apart ... and conceal the

parts in th e gra ss". In some places motorcars were banned en tirely, and angry
farmers guarded their livestock with shotguns against these "contraptions of the

devil."

It is easy to see that early motorists were indeed brave pioneers, often

running ri sks that would be hard to imagine today, for they also had to contend

with the discomfort of rough roads, op en driving seats and temperamental

engines. Times have changed and those fir st motoring enthusiasts would be the

first to appreciate the ad vances made both in ca I' and tyre desi gn since the

exciting, s ti mula tin g days of the "Horseless Carriage."

FIRESTONE Tyres, since the earliest days of motoring, have
set the standard of reliability, economy and safety. Today's motorist,
like his father and grandfather before him, looks to Firestone for
EXTRA mileage and EXTRA reliability.
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GENERAL NEWS

It is with regret we record the death of
member Charles John Lin dsay of Blenheim.
M embers may remember him as navig ator for
Ron Osgood in the 12/4 tourer during the
H aast R ally. T o his family and friends we
extend our sympa thies .

Our treasurer would like you to note th at
should you be contem pla ting signing up new
members now they will be liable for two
years subscriptions 65/66 and 66/67, how­
ever, if you ca n persuad e th em to wait until
M ay lst, they will then be finan cial for the
year 6'J/67 . Please advise your friends of this
as a conside ra ble amo unt of confusion ar ises
with applica tions a ppea ring two or three
months before the end of the finan cial year.
And msunde rsta nd ings have to be sorted out
by ou r tireless treasurer and secretary who
have ample to cope with.

A furth er reminder to Classified Adv er­
tisers :

( I ) Please send remi tt an ce with your
Advertisement.

(2) Sta te whether you are a member of
the Club.

Adher ing to these regulations will un­
doubtedly save your Editor a grea t deal of
time.

We still have 16 Books of "Old Cars
the WorId Over" and a sma ll stock of the
H aast Issue of "Veteran and Vintage" M aga­
zine, M ay 1965.

" O ld Car T he worId Over" .
25/- plus 1/- postage.

"Ve teran and Vintage" M agazine.
2/6 plu s postage.

Congratulations to Len Southwa rd's
Sub-Com mittee wh ich tackled at Govern­
ment level th e problem of full R egistration
for our Veteran s. We are delighted to read
th at "The Nati on al Road s Board" has no
objection to Veterans having a 50 per cent
cut on Annual Registration . We await offi­
cial notifi cati on inv du e course.

.\I AR CH. 19f,fj

THE FASTEST MEN ON EARTH

There is a certa in appeal to all motorin g
enth usiasts in land speed record s, and, al­
though it is doubtful how mu ch this has con­
tributed to the development of an ything, but
prestige, I for one ha ve always been int ensely
interested in acco unts of this na ture .

All too frequently, the autho rs' of such
works trea t them , either very sketchily (per­
haps becau se of th eir own lack of knowledge )
or in such extensive detail that the book be­
comes a reference text rather th an an enjoy­
able but correct history.

Too few authors, in th e past, have
achieved works of historical and technical
int erest combined with a Rail' for th e novel ,
but Paul Clifton has succeeded whe re so
man y others have failed . His book "The
Fas test M en on Earth " is not only an acc urate
and unbiased acco unt of the World s land
speed records up to Donald Ca mpbell's 1965
atte mpts, but it read s like a first class adve n­
ture story, whi ch , of course, it is.

Much publicity has been given to these
attempts, but little is ever written of th e back­
ground of hard work and innumerable set­
backs which have plagued nearl y cvery
attempt since Ca mille J enat zy.

This book brings this side of record
bre aking vividl y to the fore, and the critics of
Donald Campbell's recen t record s on Lake
Eyre would be well adv ised to read in detail
the ba ckground to Carnpbell's man y unsuc­
cessful atte mpts, to get the real picture of the
complexities involved in such an ente rprise .

In this work, Clifton has ac hieved a good
ba lance betwe en the technical and the human
side of the sto ry, and, combined with the
many excellent ph otographs and sho rt sum­
mari es of speci ficatio ns at th e conclusion of
eac h cha pte r, the final result is a first-class
addition to any ent husiast's library.

Pu blisher H erbert ] enki ns

O ur copy from So uth's Rook D ep ot.
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At a Mt. Co ok rally a few years ago, a
group of veteran ca r enthusiasts were discuss­
ing the future road through th e Haast Pass
and th e possibility of making the journey in
veteran ca rs wh en th e road was open ed . When
it was later decid ed th at th e route for the
sixth Intern ati on al rally would be via th e
H aast , the idea was dropped and was not
conside red ag ain until delays in the co nstrue­
tion of th e road made it necessary for th e
organizers of th e Internati onal rall y to exclude
this sect ion .

Once the officia l open ing dat e of th e
new road wa s kn own , hotel reservati ons were
made and it was du e to the limited accomo ­
dation that the group had to be restri cted to
six cars co nta ining two people eac h. It was
orig ina lly int ended to have three ca rs from
Timaru, three from th e Ch ristchurc h a rea and
a follow up ca r, but wh en on e of the Timaru
members had to withdraw during the latter
stages of planning, th e va cancy was filled by
the add ition of a seco nd follow up vehicle in
the form of a Ian drover, The weekend afte r
th e offici al ope ning was selec ted, as thi s was
show week end in Christch ur ch and provided
an extra holid ay on the Friday. The follow­
ing cars assembled for th e sta rt from T ima ru
on th e morning of Friday, 12th November ,
196 5. 1911 R egal ( W . Piddingt on ) , 191 2
Cad illac Fire E ng ine (J. M cLachlan ) , 191 2
Cadillac Tourer (A. Storer ) , 191 3 Fiat (T.
Wil son ) and 1914 Humber (A. Baker ) . The
journey wa s divided into four stages of
approximately 170 mil es each ; th e first sto p­
over pla ce being th e No ok H otel, Hawea
Flat. Glori ou s weather was expe rience d on
the first day th rough th e Lindus Pass and
crew members were in shirt-sleeves for most
of the day.

The Nook is a fisherrnans lodge
tu cked aw ay in th e foothills nea r Lake H aw ea
and most of the drivers man aged to get
thoroughly lost trying to find it. T he ca rs
even tually arrived and seemed to come from
all directions, some from Hawea Flat , ot he rs
from th e township of Lake H awea . The ea rly
part of the first evening was filled in cha tt ing
on pleasant lawns surro und ing th e hotel , but
a drizzle soo n set in and everyone moved in­
doors. The drizzle tu rn ed int o a downpour

and three inch es were recorded overnig h t.
Aft er an ea rly breakfast everyone donned

their wet weather clothing and pr ep ared for
the journey around Lakes H aw ca and Wan­
a ka to the H aast Pass. Severa l ba d slips
were enco untered along this road and pro ­
gress was held up while a large bulldozer re­
mo ved an eve n larger boulder from th e road .
Just befor e M ak arora a co nside ra ble length
of th e road was about a foot under wat er and
at thi s stage we wondered if we wer e going to
ge t much further. Wc travelled on through
th e Pass and soo n found ou t that a ll the
sto ries we had heard about the rainfall in
th is area were quite tru e. H owever it took
more th an a few inch es of rain to dampen
our enth usiasm and th e shu tte rbugs were
even clicking off untold quantities of film.
On thi s trip there is everyth ing to delight
the camera enthusiast, from the deep dark
wat ers of the lak es to heavily bushed hills and
spectacul ar sno wclad mountain s - views un­
mat ch ed anywhere in Ne w Zealand .

Ther e a rc some rather int er esting facts
conce rni ng thi s H aast Pa ss wh ich has seldo m
been blocked by snow. It is the lowest pas~

over the Alps, bein g onl y 184 7 feet above sea
level, but surrounded by mountain peaks
10,000 feet high. The thirty mile sect ion of
road between Pleasant Flat bridge and H aast
township conta ins twenty-nine bridges and
th ree hundred and twenty culverts.

The rest of th e journey to H aast town­
ship was mad e int o gale force winds accom ­
panied by torrential rain whi ch in places kept
visibility down to only a few yards. Heavy
road conditions and th e stro ng wind slowed
the cars conside rably and ca re had to be taken
to negotiat e trees and rocks whi ch bad fall en
onto th e road from ove rha ng ing cliffs. In
spite of th e cond itions approxima te ly one
hour was spent at th e township of H aast ,
wh ere we were told th a t th e mountain ous
seas pounding the bea ch only a few hundred
feet away were the heavi est experience d for
severa l year s. W e could not help not icin g
th at th e local pe ople seeme d to be acclima­
tised to the cond itions, at least one hardy local
being dressed in sho rts. T here was no sign
of the gian t mosquitoes and sand flies we had
been told to expec t - no doubt th ey W CI'':
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grounded by the severe weather conditions.
Afte r leaving the H aast town ship, we crossed
the H aast riverrn outh bridge ( 24 17 feet long )
and were soon climbing steep cuttings through
heavilv bushclad countrv towards Breccia
Creek: The 2 1Y2 mile ~ection of roa d be­
tween Breccia Creek and the Paringa Ri ver
was the most costly road in New Zealand,
being completed at a tot al cost of £ 1,325,00 0.
A fou r mile portion involved the rem oval of
1,000,000 cubic yards of ea rth and rock and
conta ined six major and fifty minor culverts.
At Paringa wh ere we stopped for afte rnoo n
tea , we were told that the rainfall for the
previ ous night (4.30 p.m. to 9 a.m. ) was
3% inches. At the Fox hotel wh ere we were
to stay th e night no tim e was lost in gett ing
into a hot sho wer a nd dry clothes. In the
large shed behind the hotel where we had
park ed the cars for the night were two vintage
Hudsons - an eight cylinde r sedan ( restor­
able) and a very sad super six seda n . Stored
a way In the rafters were early motorcycle
wheels complete with tyres and also in the
shed were numerous 353 Cadillac parts whi ch
were soon aquired by our Cadillac collector
J ohn M cLachlan. The complete gearbox for
one of th ese cars was retri eved from the local
rubbish dump.

The next morning the first ca r away was
the Humber as Alan Bake r and cre w had to
get back to civiliza tion and intended to com­
plet e the 300 odd miles to Christchurch that
same da y. While some of th e rema ining
party detoured to the glac ier, others pushed on
to inspect the new Franz ] osef hotel com­
pleted recentl y at a cost of £ 350,000 . From
Franz ] osef was the most pleasant part of the
journey with excellent roads winding th rough
magnifi cent bush country . At H ari H ari the
Fiat crew discovered a 1918 Dennis Fir e
Engin e parked in a dilapidat ed shed at the
local sa wmill where, judging by a ppeara nces
It has remained untouched for several years.
O tira, wh ere we were to stop on our last night
was reached about 5.30 p.m. and aft er dinner
at the hotel everybody went to the ga rage of a
local car enthusiast to inspect the 1922 Rolls
Royce which was undergoing restorati on . This
was the car th at was subme rged in th e major
flood at Otira a few years ago and had to be
completely stripped to rem ove sand and silt
from the differential , gearbox, etc . After the

~IARCH , 1961;

flood one of the wheels was locat ed two miles
down th e riverbed .

The next day, Monday, 15th November)
the party made ready to tra verse the Otira
Go rge and Arthurs Pass on the final leg home.

This was the Fiat 's second run over
Arth ur's Pass in the hands of th e present
owner, having been th rou gh a few yea rs ago
on the round trip home from the Blenheim
R ally. ( Incidentally, the first motor ca r to
cross Arthur's Pass was a Regal very similar
to the one in our group own ed by Bill Pid­
din gton ) . The weather and road conditions
were excellent and on ce through th e Pass
good tim e was mad e to the lun ch stop at Dar­
field . H ere we parted compa ny with Alan
Store r and the Ca dillac crew and th e remain­
ing three ca rs continued to No rwood , where
John M eLachlan and crew in the Cadillac
Fire Engine bran ched off for Leeston . Actual
travelling tim e from O tira to Norwood was
only three and one half hou rs. It was an
easy run hom e for the two Timaru cars and a
most enjoyable 700 mile tou r thro ugh New
Zealand 's newest scenic highway was over .

No mech ani cal trouble was experienced
by an y of the five ca rs, the only holdups being
three punctures, two of these in the sa me
veh icle.

The driv ers, T. Wilson, W. Piddington, A. Storer,
A. Baker and J. Mcl.achlan.

The car s Humber, Regal, Cadillac, Fiat, Cadillac,
( Hy co urtesy T . \Vilso ll. )

-



On September 25th, with the sudden
passing of Mr Sam Gibbons, the vintage
motoring world lost a most rem arkable gen­
tleman.

Although of a quiet and modest manner ,
Sa rn had nevertheless enjoyed a most colour­
ful lifetime during whi ch he participated in
the "golden age" of d iscovery of the motor
vehicle and he was also a pioneer aviat or,

Born in London in 1887 , he was educa­
ted in M atfi eld Prepar at ory Schoo l in Kent
and aft erw ards a t Rept on , his family moved
to Su rrey when Sa m was about ten years old,
and too k up residence at Windlesham , a
picturesqu e village within easy cycling dis­
tan ce of Wcybridge wh ere, a few sho rt years
lat er the fam ous Brooklands Race Track and
Aerodrome were to be esta blished. T hus was
nurtured in the young man a lifelong enthu­
siasm for both these evolutions then in their
infan cv. His en th usiasm for flying was
furthe~ stimula ted when the French aviator
Louis Bleriot flew th e Eng lish C ha nnel in
1909. Sam and his broth er were there to
wat ch him land and spent th e night beside
the ma chine wrapped in th eir motorcoats, self
appointed assista nts and watchmen. H e was
also a foundation member of the Royal Aero
Club.

Sa m served his apprenticeship with
Legros and K nowlcs Ltd., of Willesden , Lon­
don , makers of Iris ca rs an d it was during
this tim e tha t he formed a permanent friend­
ship with Douglas H awk es who later was to
become a well-kn own racing driver and also
high performan ce tun er at Brooklan ds and
elsewhere. Possessing a very retentive mem­
orv Sa m could alwavs be assured of my
a tt~ntion as he recalled vivid ly many of th e
zreat motoring epics he had witnessed in the
b e .

ea rlier part of this century, and I enjoyed
nothing more th an to spend an evening with
him browsing through his vast collection of
historic ph otographs and brochures, relivin g
such events as the Gordon Bennett races, or
the 1908 French Gra nd Prix at Dieppe when
Sam ph otographed j cn atzy, H emery, Edge
and others making history on their multil itrcd
monsters of tha t period, M ors, M crcedes, Fiat ,
Renault and so on.

Then there was th e momentous occasio n
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when Sarn climbed the fence to lie close to
the top of the Brooklands banking on the
evening of Friday, June 28th, 1907 to wit­
ness S. F. Edge esta blish th e 24 hour record
on th e 60 h.p. Napier with th e track illum­
inat ed in the dark hours by a circle of oil
lamps.

Sarn was engaged in test-d riving th e
Iri s Cars during his latter tim e with Legros
and Knowles and also owned one of their
models for a time . H e spent more tim e out
at Brooklands track and at about this tim e
his interest was ar oused in avi ati on , no do ubt
helped by wat ching earl y developments at
the adjacent aerodro me . In fa ct , in 1910 Sa rn
joined with his friend Jim Travel'S, an engine
designer in building a monopl an e to their own
design at Sheppey . The experime nt, it was
decided, should last one year, and at the end
of this tim e the eng ine ran for but half a
minute. As th e year was up and all their
funds exha usted they seper ated and went
their respectiv e ways. In fact , Sa m and a
friend , test pilot Jim T ra vel'S ac tua lly built
and experimented with their own unique
monoplan e "flying machine" .

H e bought a Weigel ca r in chass is form
and fitted a couple of bu cket seats and a
rudimentary body as at that time, before the
first war , an y unnecessary ext ras mattered
not , in his opinion, provid ed it could motor at
a fairl y rapid pace.

In 1913, with two associates, Sa m
formed a motor compa ny and obta ined the
U .K . fran chise for Pierce Arrow cars, having
a showroo m in Northumberland Avenue and
a garage at H ampstead in London. H e at­
tend ed the 1914 TT held on the Isle of
M an with th e Humber team, being a friend
of F . T Burgess who had also served his
apprenticeship with Legros and Knowles and-- ,· f· ~~~ ·'

Brooklands 1920. 1912 G.P. Lorraine Dietri ch;
Douglas Hawkes, S. A. Gibbons. co urt esv .\/rs Gibbo ns
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of course lat er becam e associated with W. O.
Bentley. However , th e First World W a r
was soon to intervene whe reupon Sam im ­
medi atelv enlisted and crossed to Fran ce in
Novemb~r 1914 to serve firstly as a despat ch
rid er to one of th e big batter ies. Less th an
two vcars lat er he obta ined a commission in
the Royal Flying Co rps and flew with th e
65 th Squadron as a n observer until he came
home to train as a pilot. Aft er a sho rt theore­
tical course at Reading and then a practical
onc at St. Neo t's he was posted to Hadleigh
to fly S.ES s ( H ispano-powered) during the
Zeppelin raid s. H e was O.C . at H adleigh
during the latt er part of the war and after­
wards for as long as the aerodrome was under
military control, and lat er transferring to
the then newly form ed Royal Flyin g Corps
where as a Flight Lieutenant he flew S.£.5's
over the battlefields of Fra nce .

Privat e tr ansport during the war was in
cycle ca r style, Sa m owning first a Bucking­
ham followed lat er by a M organ three-wh eel­
er.

Back in civilian life aga in after the wa r
Sa m spent quite a lot of tim e on the racing
circuits and on numerous occas ions was rid­
ing mechanic. H e acco m pa nied H orn stead
on the giant 200 h.p , Blitzen Benz on several
a tte mpts on the World 's H our Record, how­
ever th ey always developed rear tyre failure
before the hour was up. Sa m wrote about
th is exciting rid e in an article published in
"The Autocar' of M ay 9th, 1941 .

H e was a regul ar ridin g mech ani c also
with Douglas Hawkes on the 191 2 Lorrain
Dietri ch known as " Vicux Charles Troix"
(O ld Cha rles Ill ) and this ca r is still in
existence and preserved in the Montagu
Motor Museum, at Beaulieu , still sporting the
massive exha ust system whi ch Sam and Doug­
las tr ansferred from the big Benz.

At the 1921 Light Car Grand Prix held
on the Sa rthe Circuit in Fran ce ( now asso­
ciated with the Le M ans 24 hou r race ) Sa m
partnered Douglas on a " works" H orstman.

Sa m and his wife and two children
emig ra ted to New Zealan d and sett led in
Wan ganui in 1922, where for a tim e he
drove ea rly service ca rs in the distri ct for
H odson M otor Co., and lat er served with an
oil company.

.\l ARC H . l!J6fj

H is interest in flying was again enlivened
and he helped form the \'"anganui Aero
Club later becom ing one of th eir instru ctors.
In 1929 he flew for Squadron Leader Mal­
colm C. M cGregor in a sma ll company "T he
Hamilton Airways".

He was commissioned a Fl igh t Lieut en­
ant in No . 2 Bomber Squadron of the
R .N.Z.A.F. (T err itorials) and a tte nded
courses at \Nigram Aerodrome.

H e was a ppo inted C hief Instructor to
the Ca nterbury Aero Club from March J935
to April 1937.

Alth ough flying occ upied a lot of his
tim e, Sa m always retain ed his love of sport­
ing motor ca rs and onc of the first he owned
ill New Zealand was a Model 0 Hudson tour­
er whi ch proved a most reliable vehicle. This
was followed by a very spo rting M etallurgiqu c
wh ich, however, consumed rear axles with
alarming regula rity a nd th erefore did not
leave pleasant memories. In 1928 he imported
the ex Hillstead works de monst rat ion 3-litre
Bentley (owned now by Mr Lcn Southwa rd )
an d enjoye d th is ca r imm ensely. About six
years later he pu rchased a J 2 M. G. to add to
the stable. Just prior to th e Second World
War Sa m mad e a cha nge and pu rchased th e
Fontes ex 1'.1'. 4~ litre Invicta in wh ich he
lat er became a well-known Pat ron of the
Man aw atu Ca r Club and served as Handi­
ca pper with Trevor Wickham at th e first
Ohakca M otor Races in 194 9-50, and active
member in the imm ediat e post war years of
the N.Z. Spo rts Ca r Club.

During th e Seco nd World War he again
served and was attached to an Anti-Aircraft
battery in Au ckland as Offi cer-in-Charge of
their Transport section until the end of th e
war.

Motorcycles held an interest for Sa m
too, and he kept a four-square Ari el as sta ble
mat e to the In victa and lat er owned a Speed­
twin T riumph.

There was even a Rilcv in his life too as
he owned a Kest rel (with Sprite motor ) for
a tim e.

In 1957 Sa m announced that he fa ncied
having his last fling (as he pu t it ) and decided
to import an int erestin g sporting ca r from the
U nited K ingdom . H e spent some months
deliberating and corresponding with know-
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We may play around
with old cars In our
spare time ! !
But when we make
something , we like it
to be modern and
up to date , like the

-

POUR-A-CAN
THE

All St'eel,
Petrol Container

2 galion 56/-
1 gallon 47/-

NEW ZEALAND TUBE MILLS LTD.
SALES DIVISION OF

SOUTHWARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
LOWER HUTT
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Icdgeabl es ove r th ere and eventua lly mad e
his decision and in 1958 told me The Car
was on its way. With his usual good humour
Sa rn enjoye d keeping me guessing for weeks
as to his choice, giving only a small clue now
an d aga in as to yea r or horse po wer etc ., until
on e mo rn ing he ran g to inv ite me up to help
" unw ra p a rather large pa rcel" and I kn ew it
had a rrived. That " parcel" was of cou rse his
pride and joy which he mot or ed to man y a
recen t V. C .C . rally, th e immacula te 1935 1Y2
litre Aston M artin . H ow unfort una te it was
th at seve ral months ago a maj or mishap
necessitat ed lon g delayed overha ul whi ch is
still incomplete and Sam never drove it aga in .

No w Sam has go ne but he will long re­
main in th e mem ori es of a ll wh o, like myself ,
were privileged to kn ow him, as a true friend,
a g rea t spor tsman and a gent leman. H e is
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survived by his wi fe, a son Bob ( who is also
a keen mot oring enthusias t) and a da ug hter,
and to them we extend our sincere sym pa thy.

- K en Wrigh t.

Mr Gibbons with L. G. Homsted in 200 h.p. Benz,
prior to attempt on World R ecord.

-

ROAD TEST
by N. C. A da ms

1925 Nash Series 231

"Special Six" Roadster

O n bein g entrus ted by our wor th y Sec­
ret arv Harold K idd with his Nash R oad stcr
to test, my first thoug hts were to wonder in
wha t respect this ca r co uld possibly differ
from any other be tt er class Ame rica n ca r of
its period. It had the same clean functional
lines of all th e othe r makes and in any case
eve ry V in tage Ame rica n Road ster is com­
mendabl y good to look up on . There was th e
familia r thi ck woo de n rim med stee ring
wh eel, the large quiet and will ing engine,
steel disc wh eels, the origina l handsome and
well-made hood , typical dashboard layout,
inte rior finish and a ll steel bod y.

Well here came th e first sur prise - it
was not an all steel bodv at all. It was a
norm al wood en framed ' coachbuilt body ,
stro ng a nd still entirely free from rattles. T he n
th ere was the subtle outward difference of th e
tail line, which termina ted ple asantly in a
form suggestive of the inverted boat ta il typ e,
but executed in a refined ' and quite origina l

manner. Detachabl e sid e screen a rrang e­
ments were unusually good . The next th ing
to do was to drive it .

It had looked and now felt like th e one
owner ( lady dri ver ) vehicle it was. Possibly
it had com pleted only 25,000 mil es, th ou gh
the writer thinks th ere is much mor e th an th is
to its cre d it. For one thing th e Ame rica n
Vintage gear lever usually ju st slides gra ce­
fully and quietly int o gear, ca lling for litt le
of th e expe rt ju gglin g of feet on both clutch
a nd throttle pedals, so deman dingly mad e by
contem po rary ca rs from th e othe r side of th e
Atlantic Ocean . This part icula r gear lever
took an awful lot of practice an d cunn ing to
eithe r select or cha nge any gear and it is felt
th at some th ing has gone wrong in thi s de­
partment , bec ause no D.S .A. manufacturer
ever produced a gear box th a t was not bo th
gentle and sim ple to use. Once moving how­
ever it quickly became obvious th at sh ift ing
frequen tly would be insulting to the ca rs de­
signer, who pati ently nev er intended one to
change gea r, althou gh surprisingly eno ug h
35 m.p .h . or so would sho w up in its middle
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and second gea r. It was a top gea r ca r, with
a smooth low torque motor of high er than
normal power output, pulling on a final ratio
of 4.89 to one . Petrol consum ption is 18
m.p.g. driven hard .

Stee ring was of th e very direct type in­
clined to be heavy, mor e noti ceabl y wh en
parking. Whilst not particularly outstanding,
it did give th e ca r good directi onal stability
and was cornmcndablv free from road shoc k.
This sense of sta bility 'was helped by th e out­
rigged sp ring shackles combining to make it a
very safe car on ro ug h, loose metal roads,
though there was a tenden cy to pit ch sligh tly
calling for firm er dampening. The road hold­
ing was a t all tim es goo d and in the writers
opinion somewha t better than that of man y
of its com petito rs. Brakes were beyond crit i­
cism a nd most adeq ua te, although mech ani cal.
Seating wa s comforta ble and th e driver well
position ed with an exce llent view of both
the road ahead and scene ry a round .

I liked the Briggs and Stratton gea r lever
lock, was impressed by the good oil pressure,
smoothness and power of the eng ine . I was
surprised that th e final gea ring was not high­
er, at 2 1~ m.p.h . per 100 revs for a ca r
weighing only 24 cwt. with a lively 3.3 lit re
eng ine. H owever , I ca n appreciate th e de­
signe rs ideas in producin g a ca r that wa s
not only so very tract abl e in top gea r from
nought to seventy five m .p.h. , but a lso ca pa­
ble of a sustai ned six ty five. When conside r­
ing technical ities it aga in becom es a ppa ren t
th at the Nash M otors Compan y of K enosha,
Wisconsin certainly set out to offe r some ­
th ing that differed from curr ent Am erican
mass production. Under th e bonnet the
overhead valve eng ine is particul arl y cleanly
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design ed an d auxilia ry layout neat and pre­
cise. Admittedly th ere is only a 3-bea ring
cra nkshaft, when we would have expected
mor e, but eve rything is very rugged , th e sum p
holdin g I Y2 ga llons of oil with a float type
level indicat o r, and the cylinder head is quite
flat in way of its joint, comb ustion space being
found in the cylinders. Ther e is mor e origina l
th ought in the roc ker gear arran gem ents,
pistons a rc still cas t iron and the Nash de ­
signed " Marvel" ca rbure ttor with its com­
plicated heat con tro l unit and gene ra l design
sho w th at one design er at least , in th e land in
whi ch both hon ey and petrol flow so mclli­
fluently, was prepared to go to great lengths
to achi eve fuel economy .

The clutch is of normal single plat e type,
the gea r box has roll er bearings on in put and
output sha fts, but th e lay shaft has on ly
bron ze bu shes and th e open propeller shaf(
is eq uipped with yoke typ e univers als a t eac h
end. The rear axle is deli ghtfully robust with
taper ro ller bearings through out. It is inter­
esting to not e that Nash both design ed and
mad e a ll th eir own taper roller bearings.

On th e chass is side a unique type of
fr iction damper is design ed int o th e tic rod
yoke ends, there is full adj ustme nt for both
gea r and shaft in the stee ring box and th e
br akes a rc full y com pe nsa ted. Ap art from
the out rigged front springs, rear sp ring ing is
a lso unusu al in that th ey a re provided with
an ove ridc r mad e of hickory.

The Nash Company's stated policy was
to produce a mass productcd ca r th at differed
from and was better than manv of its con­
tempori es. Aft er a com prehensive test of a
40 year old exa mple of onc of th eir products
the writer has no hesitation in endo rsing th eir
claims.



PAGE TEN

DUNEDIN • BRIGHTON RUN
JANUARY, 1966

This event run by the Otago Bran ch of
the V.C.C . is for Veteran Cars a nd M otor
Cycles, and ma rks the opening of Dun cdin's
Festiv al W eek.

The rally is flagged off from the O cta­
gon, in the centre of Dunedin city, head s
south along the main south road to Fai rfield .
then turns on to the old Brighton Road , a
windin g gravel road , whi ch after a distance of
two to three miles joins th e sea l aga in and
follows the coas t to the town ship of Brighton .
A total distan ce of approxima tely 15 miles.

Frid ay night, J anuary 21st, saw the un ­
official sta rt of the rally when intend ing com­
petitors, interested public and official odds
and bot's cong rega ted at Otago Motors, where
ga ragin,::>; facilities are provided .

Though absent from this part icular Fri ­
day night ga thering , I presume it followed the
norm al erra tic seq uence of other years. The
noise of a vari ety of veteran engines,

mingled with the genera l hub-bub of conve r­
sa tion - the inev itable keg upstairs, and a
host of energetic persons, making that brass
a bit brigh ter , chrome a bit clea ner, a nd nickel
look newer.

One particular feature of the 1966 gath­
ering would be I think, the presence of many
people and vehicles from outside Otago. Ap­
proxi mately seventeen visiting ca rs an d two
motor -cycles - a tot al entry of th irt y-three.

This was very pleasing to us of the
O tago Club, for th ere is no doubt about it
th at the return of old faces, togeth er with
ar rival of new faces, not to menti on their
respective ca rs and bikes a re the element s
which go a long way towards makin g a
successful rally.

One of the biggest surprises wou ld be
the a rrival of our most northern competito r,
nam ely one 1915 T albot , complete with owne r
Earl Gill and his " beha tted and barefoot "
navigat or - ' tis a lon g distan ce from Auck­
land to Dunedin and I hope we will one day
return the com pliment.

-

Overall Win ner - Ken McMillan of In vercargill and "Silver Gho st" heading for the
star t of the Brighton . ( lly C<l U' (,"Sy 11. ~t ic had . )
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Contestants, Haggitt (Dunedin) Turnbull (Christchurch) and Jacobs (Auckland) discuss
the " Brighton" over Dennis, ( By oo u l"lI"y 11 . M icha..l . )

After leaving Otago M otors, there was
a general drift to the Park Street club rooms,
where doubtless more, beer was drunk, greet­
ings excha nged and I think it would be safe
to say, everyone eventually retired to bed , en­
shrouded with a happy feeling that a good
day lay ah ead.

Saturday morning dawned clear and
nine o'clock saw the arrival of the competitors
and crews at Otago Motors - all was abustle
with activity and then silence while instruc­
tions were given - mainly orde r of departure
from th e garage and a last minute amend­
ment to the route du e to un avoid abl e road
closure. This involved turning on to the Brigh­
ton Road at Green Island instead of go ing
through to Fairfield.

This ove r the noise started, the noise
which over the years has becom e an int egral
part of Brighton.

It never fails to impress me that eac h of
these "primitive and smelly", yet nevertheless
handsome, motor vehicles, seems to have a
particular tune of its own and the overall

result of there blending is a never-to-be for­
gotten sound.

Led bv M erv Winter and Fr ank Bert en­
shaw on the 1900 'V olselev the ca rs left the
ga rage and slowly made 'the ir wa y to the
O ctagon where they were lined up on eithe r
side of the main stre et to await , with the rest
of Dunedin people the arrival of Their Excel­
lencies, th e Governor General and Ladv Fer-.
guson, who were to officially open f~stival
week.

This year there was a large crowd Oil

the lawns of the O ctagon, which combined
with the sunshine and playing of the bands
gave quite a festive air to the proceedings.
After the inevit abl e speeches the official party
came down to inspect the ca rs - Bill Millar's
Reo and Bob Turnbull's Sizaire seemed to
att rac t the Festival Queen and her Princesses.
judging by the newspaper photos on Monday:
Lady Ferguson flagged off the cars and we
were at last away .

Leaving the O ctagon is alwa ys exciting
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for the passengers, but prob abl y an anxious
time for th e driver .

We mak e an anti-clockwise circuit
th rough the crowds, before proceeding south
down Princes Street.

There is a tim ed hill climb on the Caver­
sha m Valley road, as you come out of Dun­
ed in, so going along the South Road there
is a fair jockeying for position for the all-im­
portant clear run at the hill. I always find it
best in circumstances like this to just hang
on and shut-up, as nearl y always we get ba lk­
ed by modern cars and tha t clea r ru n is never
a ll it sho uld have been and the gear change
wha t had to be - not what was intend ed .

Once over the hill though, a na vigato r
can set .le down and confine wor ries to th e
prospect of sunburnt peeling nose for the next
few days. Fastest time up the hill, by the
wa v was 43 secs. bv D . R . Ruddle on his 1918
H a'rlev Davidson. ' Fas test ca r Ea rl Gi ll 19 15
T albo't, 52 secs.

About twe lve midday the ca rs sta rted to
a rrive at Brighton Domain , the venue for
lunch and field tests. This year's winners of
the field tests were B. S. Pester from Cu lver­
den in his 1907 Cadiliac, and in the motor
cycle section Mr and M rs D. R . Goodman on
their 191 3 Douglas. M rs Goodman holds the
honour of bein g the first wom an miccompeti­
tor in the Brighton and did justice to her sex,
by making the trip without inciden t and
ca rry ing off some of the honou rs as well.

Three-fifteen saw the procession of ca rs
heading back hom e again-into Dunedin we
followed the same route to the ou tskirts of
the city, then turn ed on to the And ersons' Bay
road, through the Anderson 's Bay shopping
area a nd so on to the 'top roa d' over the
peninsula-a distance of approximately seven
miles to Portobella - then back along the
harbour road to Glenfalloch - a wood land
ga rden and the sett ing for prize-givin g, din ­
ner and social.

An annua l privat e du el betw een a 19 12
Regal and 19 16 Dermis, sta rts as one leaves
Anders on 's Bay sho ps, and climbs the hill to­
wards Hi ghcliff. This yea r we were joined
by Lynn Gou gh in his 19 16 Buick. Stephen
Kidd in the 'H up' and the Auckland Talbot­
it was a grea t ride. I'm never sure who the
honours go to but we arrived down from
the hilltops in one piece and at a more sedate
pace, mad e our wa y to Glenfalloch .
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After a long, hot and dusty day there was
a natural drif t towards the bar - where one
lone volunteer barman atte mpted to quench
the thi rst of many. After a littl e inquiry it
was discovered that the appointed barmen ,
had decided to arr ive by sea and were
wallowing somew here on the harbour. Such
an effort it was felt , should not go unrecog­
nized , so without further ado, our local chair­
man and National President fired up the
Dermis and set off to meet the sa ilors . They
seemed to have stood the trip fairl y well and
their efficiency through the evening was not
noticeably im paired - by the effects of the
sea anywa y. Dinner followed drinks ami
prize-giving followed dinner .

I t was pleasing to note tha t our visiting
com petitors took all the class cups in the ea r
section as well as the three maj or aw ards.

Ken MacMillan ( 19 11 Rolls Royce )
won the Overall Cup.

l R. Lvndsay ( 1909 ) Ren au lt, Con ­
course.

B. S. Pester ( 1907 Cadillac ), Field tests.
In the Motor Cycle section the overall

winner was D. R . Ruddle ( 19 18 H arl ey
David son ) . Conco urse J. N . Lawry ( 19 10 )
F .N . ) and the field tests Mr and Mrs D. R.
Goo dman ( 19 13 Douglas ) . A specia l trophy
is awa rded by the Otago Bra nch to the en­
trants of the vehicle which dri ves to Dunedi n
and ga ins most points on an age-mileage
bonus basis. This aw ard is entirely sepa ra te
from the event itself and points do not count
for the event. T his year it went to Ea rl Gill
and Ra n Jacobs in the T alb ot.

H aving been presented with this trophy,
aft er much speechifying , they, in turn, re­
verently presented to our chairman, with
greetings from the Auckland Bran ch, a magn i­
ficen t work of art, in the form of an illu min­
ated address - with instruction that same
was to be read to th e gathe ring. Easier sa id
than done . T he scholars amongst them arc
still trying to translate the Latin , whilst others
with less schola rly turn of mind are trying
to conjure up a su itable reply for th e day
when Sou th goes North - it's not easy.

A pleasant and hilari ous evening follow­
ed . Earl Gill proved to be an expert a t Limbo,
as well as Latin, Mi ch eal H aggitt a good
starter for a session of hurdling, whilst Oak­
ley and Tofield turn ed all Spa nish, with the
a id of a sword and Mrs Mi lls' red tabl eclot h.

-
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Throughout the evening th ere had been
certa in naval a ppointments - did you know
Mich ael Haggitt was a commodo re - or
cabin boy and the ca pta in seemed a bit un­
decided, anyway when it ca me tim e to leave
the fire-engine was abando ned in favour of
trave l by yacht - pity there was no wind

and lucky Sha rpe's and T ofield 's wives

A VISITING PERSONALITY
Enthusiasts with more than a casual

interest in the ea rlier peri od of motor racing
will be familiar with the nam es and exploits
of the man y wealthy (and not so wealthy )
amateur racing-drivers who enriched the pre­
war En glish com petition world. Names like :
Dick Sea man, Tony Rolt , J ohn Bolster , Basil
Davenp ort , Geo rge Eyston and Sir M alcolm
Ca mpbe ll to mention only a few.

Ano ther well-kn own name from this
illustrious list spent a week in Chr istchurc h
recently along with its owner.

A. F. Rivers-F letcher, here in his ca pac ­
ity as Group Public Rel ati ons Officer for the
Owen Group and B.R.M., is perhaps bett er
known as an enthusiastic Bugattist and owner
of the ex-Kay Petre Type-35 . H is motorin g
history reads like a vintage award of merit ;
apprentice at the Bentley fac to ry under W.O .,
mechani c to Sir M alcolm Cam pbell, member
of the E.R .A. executive and associa te of R av­
mond Mays, committee member of the E. R .A.
club and of the Vi ntage Sports Car Club,
and incurabl e enthusiast for practically any­
th ing with four wheels (T hree for you Morga n
fanatics! ) and at last one inte rnal comb ustion
eng ll1e.

" Rive rs" as he is known to his man y
friends, man aged to ta ke tim e from the hecti~
whirl of the T asm an Series to view some
historic racing ears undergoing rebu ild in
Christchurc h ; he was delighted with th e P3
Alfa and 250 F Maserati of Leon White, and
the sundry P3 Alfas of Bentleyman Bill
Cla rk. In the course of conversa tion the sub­
ject of the E.R .A. eng ined Riley M.P.H. was
brough t up :- "Ah yes" , Riv ers said, "I re­
member the ca r being built up at the
(E. R.A.) Works . T he motor was lat er re­
moved and tran sferred to R avmond M avs'
person al Kestrel. I dro ve it fo ~ many thous­
ands of mi les, and foun d it a very enjoyable
ca r, although the extra weight affected hand-
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could drive - for they were left with littl e
choice,

Those who went by road got hom e dry
and in good health and I have heard rumours
th at the mariners have returned in spi te of
navigating efforts. T hus ended Brighton '66
- from all aco unts, the best ever.

ling a bit. T he main external modifi ca tion ,
necessita ted by the longer motor was to move
th e radia tor forw ard of th e axle, and this
unf ortunatel y gave th e ca r a ra ther nose­
heavy appea ra nce" .

Rivers, a familv man with two teenaze, b

sons (Fa natical members of the 750 M otor
Club), has the courage to mat ch his enthu­
siasm . The victim of a tru lv terribl e crash at
Prescott some yea rs ago, h'e suffered severe
injuries including brain damage so serious
th at it was two years before he could speak !
A lesser man migh t have gracefully retired
from competition, but Rivers is mad e of
ste rne r stuff, and is near ing completion of a
M onop osto H illclimb ca r based on an ex-­
works sports-racing XK 120 J aguar fitted
with a bod y whi ch follows the lines of th e
1957/ 58 2Y2 Litre B.R.M. " I like big, hairy,
front-engined cars!" H e grinned.

When Rivers-Fletcher returns in 1967 he
has promised to bring his home movies of
pre-war Brooklands, Sh elsey-W alsh, Prescott,
and E uro pea n Classics including his film of
Nuvolari's epic drive to victory over th e
M ercedes and Auto-Union team s in his P3
Alfa ( Bill Clarks ca r) at Nure mburgring in
1935.

We look forward to his return with
pleasurabl e anticipa tion.

- L indsay Wogan.

VINTAGE & VETERAN MOTORCYCLE
NOTES

By Geoff Hockley.
The Best Yet ?

"Looks as though the weather might be
going to smile on us" , rem arked an en trant
on the evening pr ior to the fifth annua l S.1.
motorcycle rally. And smile it certa inly did
- in fact , it grinned from ea r to ea r,' and
com petitors, officia ls and spectators acquired
healthy coa ts of sunburn in th e course of the

-w
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day's proceedings. The usual happy air of
informality and lack of too-serious competi­
tion whi ch has alw ays made thi s fixture so
popular was again very much in evidence,
and th e con sensus of opinion seemed to be
that the 1966 event was fully up to th e stan­
dard of pre viou s years - in fact , one regular
atte nder expressed the opinion that it was th e
most enj oyable yet. The venue was the Tai
T apu Dom ain, whi ch seemed to meet with
gene ral approva l - probably not entirely
unconnected with th e fact that th e local
hostelry was only a hop , skip, and jump
away from the Domain grounds - a distin ct
attracti on with the temperature hovering
around th e eighties. As usual, th e event
sta rted from th e club rooms, where organiser
Ivan T aylor ga ve the competitors a short
briefing before send ing th em off on a round­
about route of abo ut 25 mil es, including a
speed-judging contest around a 4.3 mile cir­
cuit, with speedo me ters ( if any ) a rt istica lly
blanked off with gummed paper. In cid entally,
thi s portion of the route was th e only one on
whi ch the com pet itors en countered sh ing le
surfac es, On arrival at the venue, some
com petitors soug ht the shade of th e trees and
commenced preparing th eir mounts for th e
conco urs judgin g, while others proceed ed on a
short detour to wash th e dust from th eir
throats before rem ovin g it from their ma ch­
ines. After the lun ch break, a series of field
tests pr ovided fun and ga mes for riders and
specta tors, until it was tim e to head back to
town and spruce up for th e evening function
a t the club rooms. This took the form of an
at trac tive buffet tea , after which th e prize
winners were pres ented with th eir trophies.
An excellent selection of films occupied th e
rest of the evening until supper.

Rally Ramblings

It was pleasing to not e th at visiting com­
petitors ca rried off a goo dly share of th c
awards - four out of six, in fact. J ohn
King came all th e way from Nelson to win
the Apex T rophy, the Vet eran Concours , and
the Ve teran Driving tests - a well-d eserved
win and a tribute to the splend id restoration
job he has made of his 1915 Douglas. Another
Dou gla s whi ch fairl y spa rkled was Alan Bre­
hau t' s 19204 h.p. model, whi ch was awarded
the Vintage Co nco urs . W c ca n' t imagine
a rally without the Brehaut family , wh o never
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fail to mak e th e trip up from Timaru .
( M emo to Mr Breh aut Sr. - we hop e th e
H enderson side ca r is m aking progress, and
th at the Big Blue Beauty will have grown a
third wheel by th e time the next motorcycle
rall y rolls a ro und ) .

The Vintage dri ving tests trophy went to
M . A. Bak er , wh o tossed brother Alan 's 1 9 2 ~)

Scout and sidec ar a round with joyous aban­
do n ( wc really covet thi s lovely littl e outfit ) .
Alan Will s contin ued on his winning way to
uphold the honour of Canterbury by annex­
ing th e handsome Frank V. Thomas Trophy,
awarded for the best ove ra ll performance of
th e day . Coming after h is othe r recent pre­
Iorrnan ces, this establishes th e T ai Tapu
Tinbasher as onc of the best all-rounde rs in
t~~ ga me . H e never seems to put a foot
wron g - wonder if that large box on th e
H arley's sideca r chass is conce als a computer
whi ch gives out vital information whil e on th e
move ? \Ve were pleased to meet chee rful
Charli e Schofield aga in - he was ano ther
who mad e th e trip from Nelson , and his neat
little 1923 R aleigh looked as tidy as ever .
Another visito r was D. R. Good man, wh o
arrived from Dunedin with the Iamilv and a
brace of Douglases - a 1926 E .W: and a
191 3 2-speede r. The E.W . wasn 't quite
broken to the bit and displ ayed a few spas ms
of temperament, but the littl e ' 13 job purred
along beautifully with Mrs G. in th e saddle
and Junior occupying the pillion. Stcwie M e­
Lean (Zenith ) from Dunsandel, B. Goodman
(B.S.A.) from Washdyke and Timaru 's Rus­
sell Cross (B.S.A. ) were three more ou t-of­
towners. \Ve understand that th e Beesa
whi ch Ru ssell rod e, is a recent discovery of
Alan Brehauts and it appeared to be in most
origina l condition. Three makes - Dou glas,
Indian , and Harley-Davidson -c-accountcd for
more than two-thirds of the entire entry, th e
balan ce being made up of Rover, Zenith,
B.S.A. , Raleigh , Scott and A.J.S. Wc arc in
agreeme nt with the comment made by a
spec ta to r, to th e effect th at it 's tim e th at a
few different makes mad e th eir appeara nce.
There are quite a number of less com mon
makes owned by members - Thor , Dunelt ,
Alldays, Excclsior and others - whi ch seem
to be a long time in making th eir appearance
at rallies and whi ch would crea te a lot of
int erest , even if only as stati c exhib its, so ge t
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cracking, cha ps! Incidentally, until it was
point ed out to us, we hadn 't realised that this
was the first event of thi s kind without even
one solitary T riumph in the entry - where
are all the "Trusties" ? An Aucklan d visitor
whom we have long wished to mee t was
George \Voodwa rd, well-known for his con­
tributions to "Beade d Wh eels" ( remember
"The H alf-Gallon Harley?" ) . Geo rge was in
C hr istchurc h on a week's holid ay and was
pleased to find that his visit coincided with
the motorcycle ra lly. H e was promptly poun c­
ed on to assist in the conco urs judging. Wc
spent man y enjoyable hours with him discuss­
ing vin tage topics and we only wish tha t his
stay ha d been lon ger. His ga rage, he told us,
houses a 1930 1200 e.e. H arl ey, now being
restored. Another welcome visitor was Ga rry
T urne r from Blenheim, who has a 1919
Powerplus Indian undergoing trea tmen t. We
hope to see him as a com petito r next year.
Ga rry has been recently engaged in tha t most
fascin ating of occupa tions - prowling around
an old motorcycle work shop - and had some
highly interestin g souven irs in the back of
his car, man y of whi ch we mus t confess we
cou ldn' t iden tify. The previous week, we
had another very welcom e ca ller from
"fa rthest south" in the person of Keith Pren­
tice from Bluff . Keith is an ardent Indian
man and seems to have enough redskins to
stage Custer's Last Stand all over aga in. By
the time this a ppea rs in prin t we hope to have
oaid him a visit and inspected the tribe.
Whi le on the subjec t of the rally, we' re sure
tha t all competitors will join with us in a
heartv vote of thanks to Ivan Tavlor and his
willing band of helpers, who spa red no effor t
to make the event a success .

More About That Aussie V-Four:

Rememb er the item we ran in the Sep­
tember 1964 "B. W. " conce rn ing the remark­
ab le "V" four-cylind er Whiting, of Austra lian
origin? H aving no data what ever on this in­
teresting-looking machine, but only the picture
wh ich illustrated th e article, we mad e a few
specula tions regarding it, some of which were
correct and some off the beam , in the light
of some further informa tion. D urin g the
recent Internat ional R ally we had the plea­
sure of meeting Mr K. Stapleton of Mel­
bourne, who, it may be recalled , dr ove a very
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Awaiting the "X". Onl y the familiar tank emblem
is needed to complete Pat Wood's fine restorati on
of his 1915 Excelsior.

(b y co urtesy G. Hocklcv)

fine spec ime n of a 191 2 Napier ca r in this
event. Mr Stapleton is a friend of th e
Whiting's owner, 1\111' J ack Nelson of M el­
bourne, who had noticed the picture of his
mach ine in "B.\V." Although we haven 't so
fa r been in touch with NII' Nelson, we were
able to glea n a few further points rega rdin g
his very int eresting model, whi ch we ga ther
is the only exam ple still in existence . T he
gearbox, whi ch looked vaguel y familiar in the
picture but which we weren' t abl e to positively
iden tify, is a J ard ine four-speed ( remember
the manufactu rer 's slogan whi ch for yea rs
appeared in every J ardine ad? - "4 Speeds
With I Sliding Dog" ) and the eng ine, whi ch
seemed as though it might be two twins
coupled togeth er (we recall com ing across one
or two exa mples of this in the past ) is appar­
ently built as a unit. We underst and th at
the Whiting was manufactured in Englan d,
not Australia - however, the designer , whose
nam e it bears, was an Australian . In a 1916
issue of "The M otor Cycle" recently loan ed
to us by Alan Brehaut we came ac ross a re­
por t of one of the major Eng lish rel iab ility
trials of the period , in which a prominent
competi tor was "the Austra lian, A. Whiting,
rid ing the rema rkabl e four-cylind er machine
of which he is the designer". T he Wh iting
appa rent ly was qu ite an impressive performer
in this event, "The M otor Cycle" repo rter
commenting on its perf orman ce on some of

--
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World War I Douggie - This imm aculat e littl e 1915 2-spccder , restored by Nelson 's J ohn Kin g, took
three awa rds at the S.1. Motorcycle Rall y.

Bright on - Atkinson Brothers' Star heading out of Dunedi n.
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River ton - Haigh's 1922 Ri1ey and Harris' 1929 Graham Paig e.

J. McLachlan and Cadillac (big broth er ) re-tr acing their Haast steps. ( By COlU·I,·sy T . \\, i" o u . )
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the test hills, which, he rem ark ed , it seemed
to climb more effortlessly in second than
when using th e lower ratios of its four-speed
gearbox . ,'\ ' e certa inly envy Mr Ne lson in
possessing a most unique piece of machinery,
prob ably th e first to use this form of con­
struction for a four-cylinder layout. Only one
or two other V-Iours have mad e sho rt-lived
appea ra nces in the yea rs since the Whiting
mad e its bow - the Brou gh Superior of 1927
and the A.].S. racer of 1937 are all we can
recall. No w, however, th e wheel has turned
a full circle and Ford of Eng land anno unces
a couple of V- four eng ined cars as one of th e
highli ghts of its 1966 range.
V-Twins, Large and Small:

While th e V- type twin is theoretically a
mechani cal hash -up and the purists talk
lea rnedly of its lack of balan ce, un even firin g
interv als, and other shortcomings, we think
that anyone must admit th at in practice this
type of eng ine has proved itself through the
years to be a glut ton for hard work, a very
pleasan t type of power plan t to have under­
nea th one in a frame, and alt ogeth er a
thoroughl y practi cal proposition . (Do n't nee­
cessarily take our word for this - we cut our
ba by teeth on twins and never grew ou t of
them, as well as being by nature and inclina­
tion a squa re from Sq uaresville ) The almost
total disappearan ce of the type was ca used
by man y factors which we haven 't space to go
into here, but lookin g back, we find that some
of th e most fam ous and affectiona tely-regard­
ed machines of th e past used this type of
engine - and incidentally, du cking back to
th e present, we couldn' t help a grin when we
read in a prominent Briti sh motorcycle jour­
nal recently, of the impressions of its represen­
tati ve, who, a fter road-test ing one of the
latest models of the sole surv iving marque
using a "V" power plant, dec ided very defi­
nitely that it " had somet hing" whi ch was
lacking in vertica l twins. But we digr ess ­
what we started off to say was th at while
the mention of V-twins usually con jures up
visions of engines of 1000 c.c. and over, for
man y ycars th is type was eq ua lly popular in
sizes down to 350 c.c. and even smaller. T hree
of the most pleasant litt le mounts we ever
sampled were "Vees". O ne, to whi ch we
mad e brief reference in the last issue of
" B.W." , was the 425 c.c. Royal Enfield,
powered by a 60 x 75 i.o.c, 50-degree engine
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whi ch was as sweet as the proverbi al lolly and
had quite a sur prising amount of perform­
ance to boot . In addit ion to com pletely en­
closed overhead inlet va lve gea r it possessed
ano ther refinement in the sha pe of an efficient
dry-sump lub ricati on system, equipped with
efficient filters, whi ch delivered oil under
pressure to the plain bro nze big-end bearings,
return ing excess oil to the cylind rical glass oil
tank mounted on the seat post fram e tube. A
smaller model (54 x 75) was a side-by-side
valve type, with th e valves placed at the front
of the front cylinder and at the rear of the
rear one, but our experience was limited to
the lar ger mod el. Another medium-sized
V-twin whi ch had a long and honourable
ca reer was the]am es, another nicely-finished
littl e job using a 64 x 77 s.v, engine of l am es
manufacture ( in the latter stages, prior to
concent rat ing solely on the produ ction of low­
pri ced two-strokes, a 500 c.c. o.h.v. twin was
also listed ). The va rious ] ames models were
quite popular in this country and it's strange
th at more exa m ples of the make are not in
evidence in V. & V. motorcycle circles. Indian
also once listed a sma ll V-twin - the "Baby
Twin" of 1915 . This sweet-running and
amazingly silent eng ine, of 500 c.c., was a
scaled-do wn version of the "Litt le T win"
and "Big Twin" H edstrom Indian eng ines,
whi ch must have been amongst th e most
mechanically qui et engines ever made, and
no doubt ea rne d for this make the adve rtising
catch-phrase of "The Silent Ind ian " . We re­
tained such an impression of the "Baby T win"
in our youthful days that some years ago we
went to the trouble of excavat ing th e back
yar d of a certain Syde nham ga rag e, where
according to legend, the bon es of one reposed ,
but our delvings unearthed nothing more
exciting tha n a solita ry cylinde r head which
looked as though Lizzie Bordcn had been
ta king some practi ce swipes at it with her
celebrated axe. In addition to th ese three
makes (each one of whi ch, incidentally used
engines built by its manufactu rer ) whi ch we
sampled at vari ous times, there were man y
others around at that period whi ch used sma ll
V-twin engines - Humber, M at chless, H azel­
wood, H obart a re a few which come to mind .
Many used propri etary engines, of ].A.P .,
Precisi on and other manufacture. Som e were
bett er th an othe rs, but the average small or
medium-sized twin was a rather appealing

•
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piece of mach inery compared to its con tem­
pora ry one- Iunge r. 'V e would n' t mind giv­
ing a hom e to a nice specimen if we could
dig one up ( not lite rally, of course!) .

OF INTEREST TO HUPP OWNERS

T he depression of th e 1930's saw Hup­
mobi le gra d ua lly depart from th e automo bile
manufacturin g scene . Du ring th ose years th e
compa ny diversified its production and be­
came engage d in a nu mber of manufacturing
ac tivities. So tod ay th e compa ny produces
refrige ra tors , ind ustria l heating a pplia nces,
Herculi es Diesel and petrol engines to nam e
but a few activi ties.

T he July ed itio n of Fortune places th em
as 332 amo ngst th e top 500 Ame rican indu s­
trials, having moved up approxima tely 100
places from the previous yea r.

Hupp in a recent letter , sa id as follows,
" When we discontinu ed the man ufacture of
automo biles, a ll inv entory was sold to Hupp
Factory Service. They still do occasional
service work for owners of old Hupps, and

ha ve on hand blueprints, parts boo ks, and
owners manuals for some, bu t not all, mod els.
The add ress is:

?vf r H. L. Liddell,
Hupp Fa ctory Service,
Branch Wareho use K ,
Auburn, Indiana .

Hupp Factory Service in th eir letter ad ­
vised tha t th e moving of th e large inventory
of Hupmobil e and G ra ha m parts has just
been completed , th ey a re now housed in a
new building ad jacent to th eir pr esent pr emi­
ses in whi ch they operate th eir regul ar busi­
ness. It will be several months, however ,
hefore th e parts are all relocated in the bins
and they are able to do mu ch in th e way of
taking care of orde rs.

Hupp owners may be interested in the
followin g orga nisa tions.

Hupmobil e Owners Club,
651 N . Main St.,
M ansfield , Ohio.
Hupmobil e-G rah am Club of Ame rica ,
609 Cherry St.,
Winnetka , lliinois.

Seq uel to " T he Colonel's Lady"

Leith Ne well

As no dou bt, thi s seq uence of even ts
before eac h rally, goes on all ove r the coun try,
it may perhaps remind you of a few disast rous,
frustratin g or hi larious mom ents.

1957. I really should ha ve been wa rned
at. the start. My first Vin tage Car Rally­
the Wolscley out for her first event in five
years . It took all morning to sta rt her and
much persuasive lan gu age I imagine. Very
tatty, so we worked un til 1.30 a.m , the morn­
ing of th e Rally trying to spruce her up a
littl e. Why do vintage car owners always
leave it to th e last minut e? You DO, yOll
know . T he onc highli ght of the night was
the discovery th at th e sidel ight given to J ack
some months before, not only matched th e
original bu t completed the pair. Tempora ry
covering, in the way of lionide for th e doors,
sewn up on my new machine, and car pet on
the back fl oor fitt ed in the middle of the

night, was probabl y as good a way as any to
start an apprenticeship.

V{e made a dram ati c last minute arriva l
at the sta rt, off-loa ded from th e trailer an d
away. Poor old girl she WAS scru ffy, bu t in
spite of that there was a feelin g of pr ide in
mo toring with her and her underlying dignity
overca me extern al sho rtco mings. That tr ip
scaled my doo m. " We must do some thing
about making her more present able" .

The next trip was Eas te r, 1~)58 - Picton
- and as a sta rt, new kingpins were ma de
and th e wheels fixed lip and pa int ed. Again
finishin g in the wee srna' hours. " W hy did n' t
you start the job sooner?" Litt le did I know

MAIDLADY'S



" e\GE T WE:" T Y

th en. This trip we met 'G randma' the 1900
single cylinder Wolseley and from this has
developed the general interest in the ma rque.
Also the slow ga the ring of informati on for a
Register whi ch now totals 32 ca rs in Ne w
Zealand.

Addingt on , 1958. Lamps and headli ghts
straightened and reniekeled and the wind­
screen refurbished. Fo r me, dozens of litt le
screws too fiddl y for big fingers, to fit int o the
windscreen. Aft er that , really spur red into
action the 'O ld Girl' was completely stripped .
This was first planned just as a repainting
job. Am azing isn't it, how things alwa ys
tak e longer than planned. Then followed
three months of really being a vetera n wid ow.
However , a t hom e, I was able to do a few
things. Badl y tarnished brass, " O h yes, I
think I can do some thing with th at ". I did but
d idn 't realize how mu ch would be coming
hom e. Progress was stea dy until a bad back
put J ack to bed for a week, and Easter was
looming up. A fur ther setbac k at this stage
was gett ing the freshly painted valances and
mudguards rainspotted. T hey all had to be
rerubbcd and repainted.

1959 , Easter Friday. As previously relat­
ed a t 10 a .m. the motor and chassis were
standing th ere in pristin e glory and at 8 p.m.
the bod y ctc., had been fitted, but mu ch
feverish activity had gone on in between,
and then, the heartburning when with the
body finally on, T HE BONNET DIDN'T
FIT! W e did sta rt the run at Timaru next
morning a t 8 a .m.

Lat er when we fitted the W ilton carpet
why did it have to be the hottest day of th e
summer? The ca rpet was a ll glued in place
and the edges tacked and it looked perfect.
The following morning " O h no! " unstu ck and
sagg ing as a result of the heat.

By now of course we were travelling
far and wide, comfortably if a trifle seda tely
and only twice has "The Duchess" let us
down . Another lesson learnt. Old magnetos
will not do, as othe rs found on the way to
M t. Cook . The first time we were able to
stagger slowly home with the aid of a mak e­
sh ift light aft er things had cooled down . The
second, then with a rewound mag. mark you,
were returning from H astings, at Levin with
three hours to ca tch the boat it failed com­
pletel y. By grea t good for tun e we had with
us the magn eto off a spa re motor collected at
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Hastings ( in poor sha pe and the wrong
model to hook int o our du al ignition system )
and with conside ra ble help from an auto
electrician firm a t Levin , fitted this and splut­
tered off to the boat not daring to stop until
she was on board. \Ve mad e it with not mu ch
tim e to spa re and took over an hour to sta rt
the car next morning. Mora l? Yes, we now
carry a spa re.

Cleaning is now down to a system, but
gains nothing by repetition . Jack cleans under­
neath and the engine, whil e I a ttend to the
interior, nickei and wash the bodywork.
Time? On a good trip 2Y2 -3 hours. It 's
prett y well impossible to do justice to 'T he
Du chess' in less than th at , but a t Te Anau on
the 'Haast' we reached an all time low of
twelve hours and finished at 2 a .m . Our
emergency rati ons provided dinner!

M end ing torn leather and keep ing the
upholstery supple is also my dep artment a nd
I ha ve vivid memori es of the day I mad e a
leather facia to fit un der the ·windscreen .
H ow man y broken machine needl es and wh at
did I do with two strips of lea ther three feet
long, cove red with glue, wh ich hadn't quite
mat ched the first time? Well, I prefer to for­
get.

H aast. The way to get read y for this
was to spend two years building a ga rage and
then put th e Wolseley in and start work four
weeks before the ra lly. I was franti c! Oh
well, I suppose we always ge t there in the
end but this was touch and go. Thursday,
M ar ch 3, 3.30 p.m . 'The Du chess' in sta te of
undress, doors all off, on blocks all wheels off
read y to fit new tyres on the back, lights a t
least working but genera to r still not opera ting,
dust of six months over all, nothing packed,
and the child ren just being packed up and
sent off for two weeks. "Yes", to rather glum
face at the door" , do vou want some afternoon
tea ?"' "S he's got tw~ cracked rims, I'll have
to go and weld them up ! l" Oh no not aga in.
\Ve were du e a t the Showgro unds at 9 a .m.
the following morni ng. Well we did mak e it
- like so ma ny others - with three hours
sleep betw een the two of us an d the paint
still wet on the wheels as we left Rangiora.
Ne ver again? Oh yes, I'm resigned to the fact
th at it will happen aga in, and aga in . But
wouldn't it be nice, just once, to be able to
say a week before, " We ll, we're all set to go" .

All this sounds like a real tale of woe, but

•
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as you all know, it's not alwa ys like this and
an ywa y these things are rather funn y to look
back on - at a distance. Owning old cars
is fun. Fun to go chasing aft er clues, we
found a com plete W olseley chass is with
wheels, at Ashburton - same as ours - after
a clue during 'T he H aast' , absorbing to tra ck
down history in old papers. It once took a
vcar to find an obscure dat e I wanted. Fas­
cina ting to talk to earl y owners and hea r
stories cred ible a nd incredible . One such
occurred recently. " D id thi s car come from
Glentui ?" Yes. "Wel! I' ve cut wood with
this" . No doubt he did too, as twenty years
ago she was used to drive a sawbenc h, All
this apart from the actu al pride of ownership,
that feeling each time you set out on a trip ,
usually with a crack-a-da wn sta rt, get settled
in, gloves on and then sit back knowing that
'T he Du chess' will take you steadily to the
journey's end . M emories? - coming ba ck
from Blenheim th rou gh th e Inland Road one
fine aut umn day on a road mu ch as it prob­
ably was in 1911 when th e ca r was new, afte r
Oa~1aru heading towards Kurow, snow lay
around on the hills, real motorin g in the cr isp
air, and of course, scooting off down the M ain
South Road on M arch 5, 1965. "This is
Haast, and we'r e really going".

OTAGO NOTES
O n No ve mber 27 th last yea r th e bran ch met to

hear Mr ]. M cKa y, of the Dunedin T est ing St ation,
talk a bou t stee ring lay out and the p ro blems whi ch
Vi n tage car owne rs ma y meet. Both th e lecture
a nd th e di scu ssion whi ch foll ow ed were ve ry int er­
esting a nd en ligh te ning . La ter over su p per M r M e­
K a y talk ed about his expe r iences at th e Testi ng
St at ion. So me of th e an ecd o tes he told gave mcrn ­
bel's qu ite a new slan t on wa rran ts of fitness.

D uring Decem ber the C lub Ca p tai n a rra nge d
a picn ic run for th e ch ild ren of a loc al or pha nag e.
A half dozen ca rs and a fire engine set off, cove red
with ch ild ren, to C herry Farm . Wh en th ey arr ived
the child ren were g ive n lun ch , th en th e ca rs en­
te rt a ine d the pati en ts, ch ildren a nd sta ff wi th a
series of field tests a nd joyrides, Aft erwards th e
ca valcade made its way ba ck to D u ncd in stopping
eve ry so of ten to let the passen ge rs cha nge cars.

Tha t night th e bran ch held its C hr ist ma s party
in th e clubrooms . Those wh o had been ou t on the
tr ip were ea sily recognise d by thei r red nose s a t
th e start o f th e party, by th e end th e distinction was
not so clear. Ea rly in th e eve ning the mem be rs
were entertai ne d by a local singing group who
spe cia lise, Vel)' successfu lly, in un accompan ied four
pa rt ha rmon y. As the eve ni ng went on a gu ita r
a nd bongos ap pea red and th e mem ber s se tt led d own
to sing a variety of songs a nc ient a nd mod ern .
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Conco urs Winner - 1908 R enault owned by Ray
Lindsay of Invercargill.

In Jan ua ry ca me the Bri gh ton Rally one of till '
highlights o f the cl ub 's year. T his , how ever', is re ­
ported elsewhere in grea te r de ta il.

The next even t o f any importance will be th e
Invc rrn ay H illcli m b wh ich will hav e to be report ed
in th e nex t issu e. So far the re hav e been six teen
co nfirme d en tries so it look s as if it will be qu ite a
d av,

, T he restorati on s loca lly in progress a rc ma n)'
a nd vari ed . Go rdon Sha rpc is pressing on with
h is six a nd a hal f Bentl ey. T he Alv is 12/ 60 o f
T revo r Ti mms has now had a verv fine fabr ic to ur­
ing bod y fit ted , a nd has only th e 'deta il wo rk to be
ad de d bef ore it is roadwo rt hv. Da ve Good ma n has
co m pleted a no the r Douglas , thi s time a Vmrag«
EW mod el. Le s Nyc 's U lste r Aust in Seven , ne w ly
purchased , is now com ple te ly st rip ped down in p re­
para tion for wh a t is sure to be the usual im ma cu la te
restorat ion . Jim Bissland now has th e mot or of
his Ha rlcy-Davidson finished and is d elving int o th e
techni cali ties o f wood be nd ing to recon stru ct a side ­
ca r to go with it. Anothe r mo torcycle, th e overhead
ca m, A.].S. o f Bill Ingle, is al so nea rin g co mp le t ion.
Brian M oon cv's AKS M ine rva is no w a lmos t finishe d
in the c hass i~ a nd he is biti ng h is fingernail s at th e
cos t of th e new se t of sleeves he is havin g made.

Fri en ds o f Mi ke H aggitt wi ll be pl eased to
kn ow th at tha t peculiar d evi ce ca lled th e " H ags tcr"
has now und ergon e i ts tria ls succe ssfu lly . M ore tha n
that I would rathe r no t sa y. T he marriage of a
Landrover and a 12/ 4 may be one o f conve n ience
but it wi ll never be legal , d espi te the prof ession o f
its owner.

R ecentl y th e br an ch was pleased to welcom e
bac k J ohn K cnncdy, a n old Otago member, no w
residen t in Bo rne o. H e is ob vious ly still a kee n
man as he ow ns onc of th e few Vi n tage ca rs in
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Borneo, a Lagonda . W hil e he was hom e he care­
fully rescu ed th e bit s of hi s three litre Ben tle y a nd
hid th em away to aw ait h is ret urn. Apparen t ly
three litre owne rs a rc a thi eving lo t and he intends
to take no more cha nces . C

Another int eresting visi t recentl y was that of
Earle G ill who brou ght his Ta lbot a nd an a borigina l
Au ck land cr by nan~e of J acobs down on di sl)lay .
Origin a lly he was sent North as a mi ssion ary, bu t
we regret that Earl e has ev ident ly gone nat ive.
Whi le here they presented the bra nc h with a mi ssive
fro m the ir Auc kland co m pat r iots, the text of whi ch
is ob scure, co uc he d as it is in a lan guage rat her
d ea d , furt her evi de nce of th e ba ckw ardn ess o f th at
city. W e a re to ld, incid entally, that th is Ja cob s
habitua lly wears a fu r hat , a fit com me nta ry on the
cli mat e of th at region .

At present til e Synod is m eeting a nd in du e
course Auckl and ca n be sure of an ad equate reply
to its sup plica tion.

T o end on a less happy note, recen tly I hea rd
of wh at cou ld hav e been a vcrv d esirable Veter an
ca r lying in a hed ge near Duncdin . O n enq ui ring
I found th at it had been so ld for scrap sho rt ly be­
for e. The local de al er s hav e cv ide n t lv accelera te d
th eir efforts lat clv, T h is C lub will h'ave to move
qu ickl y if it is to' hope to for esta ll th ese ge nt leme n.

SOUTHLAND BRANCH NOTES
- Barry Ba rnes.

R iver/ on Rally .-
T h is year we were luckv to obta in a gra nd

dav for ou r a nnua l RivertOl/ R all v and a record
entry of 66 vehicles com pe ted . F~r th e first time
ever a mot or sho w was held on the Friday night
pr eceding th e Ra lly a nd was a tte nde d by a goo d
crowd . The local rad io sta t ion bro a d caste d its
"S ound a bo ut" progra mm e from 4-.3D to 7.30 fro m
the sho w providing va luabl e free publicity . Pub lic
interest in th e clubs ac tivit ies see ms to be increas ing.
Members from northern bran ch es patronised th e
event better than ever and it is p leasin g to record
that some o f th e visitors took trop h ies away with
th em . K cith St effenson in his 1915 Oa kland was
overa ll winner o f th e vet eran sec t ion, Lcs Nyc won
the vint age conco urs wi th his Au stin 7, Dave Good ­
man on h is E.W . Dou glas won th e motorcycle fie ld
tests, and reg u la r co m pe tito r M crv Winter won th e
Bent-Rod trophy recently don at ed as a com pensa ­
tion for th e com pe t ito r havin g" th e worst mi sfortune
during the course of each R ivcrton Ra lly. M erv 's
19DO Wolsclcy broke the cra nksha ft a nd a lso str ip­
ped a pin ion in the ge a rbox. We since re ly hope th at
M erv does not qua lify to win th e trophy aga in next
yea r, a nd th at th e li ttle Wol sclcy will be motorin g
aga in befor e too lon g.

While on th e subject of hard luck th ere see ms
to have been seve ra l in thi s ca tcgo rv thi s year. One of
th e beaut iful big headlamps u on' K en M ncMil lun s
1911 Rolls Rovcc broke and th e R o lls ran ove r
head lamp a nd !>racket severely damaging the head ­
lamp a nd crac king an a lu m inium plate on th e sump
with th e resu lt tha t a ll th e cra nkcase oil wa s d ep osi­
ted on the roadway . Anothe r ent ry to st rike mi s­
fortune wa s th e R egal of Bob O akl ey driven by
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T he R oll s at res t after its mish ap. The da maged
headla m p ca n be seen in fro nt of the ca r.

George T oficld wh ich badl y crac ked a va lve sca t
on th e ru n down from Duned in . I understa nd th at
rep a irs wi ll be o f a maj or na ture but fortunatel y th e
damage is not beyond re pair.

T o st rike a happier not e, it was p leasin g to see
so many veh icles maki ng th eir first appea ra nce a t
Ri vert on , both outside ent ries and loca l ca rs. O f
th e loca ls perh aps most not abl e wer e th e bcautifu llv
rebu ilt 190 7 De Di on and 1908 R en au lt of Al an
Meredit h a nd R ay Lindsay resp ecti vel y. O thers
included Jim M cT aggart , Morri s O xford ; Trevor
Em erson , C h rys lcr 4· roa ds tc r; Alisia ir M cL eotl ,
Ford Ne w Beauty ; Mi chael Whiteh ead , Dod ge 4;
a nd Norman Haves with hi s 4--cv linde r India n Ace
motor cycle. TI; er e wer e seven;1 othe rs wh o have
att end ed other local even ts and a lso some I nt cr­
nat ion a l Ra llv entrants wh ose ca rs were st ill und er
preparation thi s tim e last yea r.

Alt ogether , we have reason to be well sa t isfied
with th e day 's mot ori ng and th e success of th e even t
wi ll no doubt ac t as a sp ur to th e local restorations
st ill und er way .

SOUTH CANTERBURY NOTES
- R. D. Cross.

During the last few months seve ra l m ember s
have a ttende d R alli es far a fie ld from C h ris tch u rch
to In vcrca rgill . A n igh t tr ia l wa s hel d in Novem be r
with on ly three Vintage ca rs and a la rge group o f
main road co nveya nces . Only three ca rs ( V intage
- of cou rse ) com ple ted the full course - modern
ca rs d on 't go throu gh ford s as well as th e " old
ones". 1\ la rge group of loca ls travelled down to

the Annu a l Oa rna ru -Windsor Rall y a nd ha d a ver y
enjo ya ble d ay a nd evening. (O nc person returning
home from th is a t 1.3D a.rn ., ran ou t of pet ro l a t
Pa rcora a nd go t home only by draini ng th e veh icle
on th e tr ai ler ). T he annual p icni c run was held in
January and thi s yea r we n t to th e T c-M oana go rge
a nd th e Auto Parts T rophy was won by Alan Avcri s
in h is 1925 S inge r. During th is run J im Su llivans'
R olls R oycc sta rted runn ing rou gh and surprised
som e persons by st ill runn ing with th e di stributor
ca p off a nd rotor ou t - duel-ign it ion d oes h ave its
adva ntages. T h ree motor-cycli sts a tte nde d th e Fifth
M otorcycle Ra lly a t Christch u rch and Alan Bre haut
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with his I!l20 2 :y.1 h .p . Dou glas won till' Vintage
Con cours.

On th e 9 th February, a m eeti ng follo we d by
a film even ing wa s held , with so me exciting film s
o f the Ha ast R allv, These wer e sho w n bv Mr Bre­
hau t, wh o wh en h'e took th ese intended to' on ly tak e
th e first dav 's run to Mt .C ook a nd for so me reason
( tha nk goo d ne ss ) foll owed th e rall y right ro u nd till
it ca me through T im aru, ten day s ia te r.

Four m embers, Barry G oodman, Bent ley ; j im
Sul livan , Roll s R oyce; R usscll C ross, n.S.A mo tor­
cvc lc a nd Bcrt Martvn in h is Ch ryslcr 77 Road stc r,
'( he Ch ryslcr looked ' good in its new pain t a nd wa s
o bse rved cruising effo rt less ly a t a speed near the
num ber on its spa re wh eel.

J im Su llivan, Vauxha ll, has been so ld to C h r ist­
church and Bri a n Goodma n's An sa ld o may be cha ng ­
ing ha nds soon. Anothe r R oll s R oyce has com e into
th e d istri ct , a 1930 20/25 m odel , ow ne d by O wcn
j ohn sto nc, R ecentl y a rri ved from E ngla nd it is
having an ex tensive face lif t a nd wh en fi n ish ed
should look even bette r th a n his Singer. Brian
Coodma n has been res toring hi s Cle me nt Ba yard ,
thoug h he m ay be stopp ing for awhi le soon - he
ge ts -m a rried on 25 th M a rch . Bill I' id d ing ton has
l>roug h t home most o f an early O verl and a nd when
so me more pa rt s arc found rest orati on w ill sta r t.
Se ve ra l ca rs a rc being tidied up in p rep ara tion for
the Nation al Rally thi s Easter. T hat 's a ll now, I
mu st g'et bac k to th e " X" .

HAWKE'S BAY NOTES
By L Priest.

For th e fifth yea r running the Hunters - Mrs
Hunter, Nol ccn and Ia n - a c ted as ou r ho sts
wh en we spe n t four d ay s with th em again on our
a nua l N c«: Year W eekend Run to I' orangahau. \ Ve
welcom ed th is year many vis ito rs who were a m ong
th e forty-four ca m pe rs on Cook's T oo th Road, th ey
in clude M al corn D ickens a nd j ona than Dransficld
from th e W ell ing ton Branch a nd th e former's
brot her, Wari ck , from Au ck land , a ll of wh om ar­
rived in a "S ta nlcy -S unh cam-Stcnmcr". Brian W a l­
d on of Auck la nd, a rriv ed co m p le te w ith h is spo rt y
Va uxh all w h ich was a d m ire d by onc a nd a ll. Al so
from Au ck la nd were Ea rl G ill and J ohn Rumcry.

Mr and M rs R a y lvcn a nd th eir th ree chi ld re n
arrived from W ell ing to n, a nd we gre a tly ap pre cia ted
the stea k barbcqu c whi ch th ey prov id ed fo r us. R a y
was ch ief barbcqucr ably assisted by J onat hon . W c
hear th cv hav e d on e thi s so r t o f thing before a nd
we ca n ass ure th em it won 't be th e l;,~t t im e! Yes,
it was a lot o f fu n sit ting a ro und the fir e with a
st ron g sm ell o f fire co nes - it wasn 't neccsary to
work up an a ppe tite - you j us t au to ma tica lly have
one out th ere. At one sup pe r th e co m p le te birthda y
ca ke m ade fo r J oy Scarrott wa s consumed a nd th e
next night the birthd ay ca ke brought up from
W ellingt on - plus another large fruit ca ke - su p­
pli ed by ou r Au strali an visit or, Miss Anne T ol hurst ,
w ho co mes from Perth . This was in addit ion I
mi gh t add, to hu ge pil es of sa ndwiches, gi rd le
sco nes a nd pikcl eis, th e last two ge nerous ly m ad e
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bv Mrs H unte r ea ch vca r. An other night we ba r­
bequ cd hu ge fresh ca ug h t g ro pe r stea ks - and
believ e you m e th ey were ju st d eli ciou s coo ked th is
way - one was a 28 pounder a nd th e o the r 25
so you ca n imagi ne the size. These were caugh t off
tl \(' coas t o f Porangahau . -

The H awkc's Bav Branch o f th e V int a ge C a r
C lub arc ind eed gra t~ fu l to the Hunters for'a llo \\'­
ing us th e use of th e ir large wool shed each veal' ,
tl; is is ca m pi ng deluxc for i t is fitt ed w ith a hu gc
ex W ai pu ku ra u hospi ta l refrige rator which is sto ck ­
ed to ca pacity ov er th is wonderful we ek end .

A C lub Picn ic organised bv C lub C hai rm an.
G eorge H owa rd , proved qui te ; uccessfu l a lthoug h
on e is a p t to ge t a bi t em ba rrassed ha ng ing around
outside th e C live H ot el on a Sundav morn ing
wa it ing for the orga n iser to tu rn up to the sta r ting
venu e. T his was a well o rgani sed run over ca sv
roa ds not cluttered up w it h Sun day traff ic and q u ite
st ra igh t fo rwa rd to follo w, finis hi ng' a t a ve ry p leasan t
spo t ov e r a r ive r ba nk.

After lun ch , seve ra l d r ive rs ha d a go at driving
in a c irc le with a pi ece of ro pe whil st they were
blindfo lded . T he ca pabilities of the d r ivers sho wed
co ns ide ra ble var ia tions. The usua l wa v to have a
pa rk ing lest is to use stakes but G corgc used h is
own tw o ca rs. For a moment I th ou ght he was
go ing to blindfold th e drivers for thi s t;'st a lso, but
no. Both ca rs a rc sti ll mo bil e . A J ud gement test ,
requ iring dri vers to sto p on a n o bjec t, a lso sho we d
w id e d ifferen ces in a bi lity o r luck .

Aft cr th e mo re acti ve ones had ha d a sw im
a nd suffi ci ent wat er was slow lv bo iled fo r tea we
found th at C eoruc had dr iven ' ou t in hoth of hi s
ca rs plus a traile~' but see me d un abl e to repeat th e
tri ck on th e return journey ca ll ing on us fo r hel p .

A most enj oyable Club eve n ing was well a t­
tended bv m embers on Fcbru a rv 9 th. ' Vc were
luck y to I~avc w ith us C lub Mem l;er a nd 1918 Bu ick
owne r, Gilbert Llo yd , just reccm ly returned from
an ove rse as tour. .\11' L lovd took us on an overseas
trip by sh owi ng us nu m erous slides o f the m an y
pl aces and coun tries he visited. Of pa rti cu lar
int erest were int rigui ng co lou r slides of th e enormous
Ford M useum and co lourful Traction Engi nc Rallv
on the Duke o f Bedford 's Esta te , . ,

MARLBOROUGH NOTES
by Rusty M a cHinery,

Our club is still g ro w ing a nd we have so me
new m embers a lso some m ore ca rs co m ing on.
Thou gh we now have a bo u t 30 ca rs no t many turn
up for ralli es perhaps a dozen a t the most , th ou gh
m ost member s a tte nd in m od ern ca rs. -

W c had a no ther trip to th e Onamalutu Domain
whi ch is a bo u t 20 m iles from B1 enheim. Competi ­
tion s were held a nd wc enjoyed th em ve ry mu ch.

The next even t o f importance wa s th e Christ­
mas party wh ich was he ld in th e new R ivcrlands
ha ll. It wa s a fancy d ress affair th e cos tu m es were
vari ed a m i I no ticed a Ch in ese mand erin , a Fl in t­
sto ne wit h a very la rge bone, a not he r gu), with a ll

-
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h is teeth smashed 111 who look ed very gruesome ,
appa ren tly been in a mot or smash, a ve ry yo ung
lad y d ressed up as Satan comple te wi th horns a nd
pit chfork . T he clim ax of th e party was th e en t ry
of Fat he r C h ristm as with present s and lollies for
the ch ild re n . There wa s a lso a n o rches tra m a d e
up o f mem bers with home m ade instrumen ts th ou gh
not very musical , m ad e a lot o f no ise . T he mee tin g
ende d up w ith a ve ry nice su p pe r.

Our next ou t ing wa s in ea rl y J a nu a ry, when a
pa rty o f us went up cou ntry to " W a ihop a i" . T here
was a goo d swim m ing pool in the riv er. T he b illy
wa s bo iled here , a nd we had a ni ce a fte rn oo n tea .
Then a week la ter we had a no the r run to the
" P uka ka Va ll ey" wh ere m embers a lso enjo yed th em­
selves und er sim ila r cond itions,

O ur last trip was a n all d ay one, sta r t ing from
" Blc nheim " we took the m a in So uth roa d for about
five m iles then turned off and went ov er th e " Re d ­
wood " pa ss, whi ch use d to be th e m ain So u th roa d
ab ou t 40 veal's ago. W e th en fo llo wed th e road to
M ol esworth till wwe reach ed " B1ar ich" wh ere we
ca m pe d at the " Blac k Birch " bridge. W e had
lun ch here a nd a fte r a look round left for home
via th e " T a ylo r pa ss" which a lso used to be th e
m ai n roa d in th e ve ry ea rl y days, but is hardly used
now a nd in pl aces g rass is g ro wing on th e road
wh ich is ve ry narrow a nd stee p on H cnd ra 's Mistak e
nea r th e to p. O n th e othe r side th ere is a very steep
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drop a t " V inega r" point into the creek a nd anot he r
good pull ou t fortun ately there was not m uc h wa ter
a t th e tim e and we a ll a rri ved a t th e new "Taylor"
dam wh ich has been recent Iv co ns t ruc te d a nd a la ke
of a bou t [our acres wh ere th e public go sw im m ing .
H ere we sta yed an d bo iled the billy a nd had a fte r­
noon tea . O ve r m ost o f th e roa d was gra vel and
it is su rp rising how well m an y of the se old ca rs run
on th ese roa ds which thev were built for. W c were
a lso foll owed by m em ';ers d riving mod em s. So
end ed an other very pleasa n t ou t ing.

'Ve will a lso have to ge t cra cking in th e nea r
fut ure in fo rming co m m ittees a nd ,, ';h- co m m itt ee s
for the " Na t iona l" rally to be held in " M a rl­
boroug h " in 196i. T hi s m ean s th at we will all hav e
to put our shou lders to the whee l to m ak e thi s eve n t
a n even grea te r one to the p revi ou s one o f a few
yea rs ba ck.

Ther e will be onc or two ca rs go ing ov er for
th e W ellington Rall y a t Easter. K elvi n G iffo rd is
taking hi s 1920 Dod ge a nd R on O sgood hi s 1924·
Au stin . Th e Aus t in went do wn to th e ra lly a t Ash­
burton in Novem ber, the n ca rried on to Dunedi n
and ba ck . C a ll ing on mem bers en-ro u te , T h e trip
was not un eventful , a pa tc h liftin g off a tu be at K ai­
kou ra , a nd th e brush in th e m agneto di stribu to r
wea rin g out. A dry battery was borrow ed from a
farmer a nd a new brush m ade from the ca rbo n, o f
sa me , and she was awa y ag a in.

W elding, cu tt ing a nd
a llied p ro cesses hav e
come to be a n in teg­
ral p a rt o f our co un­
t ry's ind ustria l life.

U n til the a dve n t o f
weld ing suc h m etho ds
as riv et ing and bo lt­
ing had been the
princ ipal means o f
join ing one m et al to
a no the r .

Pion eering thi s field
Indust rial G ases hav e
been keep ab reast o f
a ll p ra ctica l and
sc ien tific develop­
m ents ove rseas giv ing
a sound basis for th e
co nsiste n t ly hi gh
qual iry eq u ip me n t
they sup ply.

From ahumble beginning
A Complete Welding Service from One Sou rce of Supply
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WAIKATO NOTES
Les D eath.

With C hr ist mas, Ncw Ycar a nd th c holiday s
behi nd us, the W aikato C lu b is now well in to a very
bu sy prog ramm c for th e su m mer, wi th o ur own
R allics a nd th ose o f neighbouring C lubs whi ch a
numbe r o f ou r m embers a re a ttend ing .

Sa tu rday, Februa ry 12th sa w som e o f ou r m crn­
bel'S on th e lon g tr ck to T au ran ga for th e Auckla nd
C lub's R ally, where th e Ba )' o f Pl enty boys were
the host s. Two o f us, both w ith M o rr is-C owl eys,
joined a t Ta iua nu i, nea r M o rrinsvill c bu t R oy
Hi cks ( 19 27 Willys-Kni ghr ) a nd hi s daught er Lyn­
cue ( 19 28 Au st in 7 ) wen t ove r the w ho le rou te
fro m Au ckl and , a nd wh ile he co llec te d th e p remi er
a wa rd for th e fast cl ass, she won th e Lady 's prize
an d a lso did vc rv well in th e slow cla ss. From
M nt amata Bruce Catch po le 's 19 30 Pa ck ard pha e to n
wa s seen sto rm ing ove r th e K ai m ai s at a ra te o f
knots a nd he appare n tly used o n ly tOP gea r for the
entire journey . O ne o f the M orriscs di sg ra ced itsel f
by blowing a n exha ust gas ke t a fter a bo il-free cl imb
of th e m oun ta in ( the first ti mc it has c li m be d wi th­
ou t boil ing ) , and pro ceed ed for th e next 15 m iles
sound ing lik c a ny th ing but a p roduc t o f Mr William
M orris.

T he o ther Morri s, too, di d n't lik e its ex ha ust
a rra nge ments and bl ew its silence r en tire ly to pi eces
- tru ly not reall y a M orri s da y!

O n th e weekend Fe brua ry 19th , th e C lub has
o rga n ised a run to \Vaitomo C av es, wh ere th e re is
to be held a M ardi G ras, with fu n a nd ga me s bc ­
tw ccn ou rsel ves a nd th e local m od ern ca r cl ub an d
a ll th e fun o f th e fair.

Foll o win g this, o n February 26 th, we hav e J

vintage weddi ng in the C lub. Gcorge Coil in.
d au ghter is bcing m ar ried in Putaruru a nd we a re
escort ing the brid al ve h ic les the re from Ti rau.

T he n, on March 5 th and 6 th , we com e to our
o wn A nnua l Rall y, whi ch thi s yea r goes to Thames.
The sta rt ing pl ace is M orrinsvill e a nd en try forms
a rc now beginni ng to co mc in , having been se n t to
eve ryo ne wh o su p ported the H am ilt on R all y last
Ea ste r.

W e have had a request from O toroh an ga to
su ppo rt a p arad e the re on M a rch 12th , a nd o n th e
26t h Ma rch wc sha ll be ta kin g pa rt in th e o ffic ia l
o pcn ing o f th e new H amil ton Ai r po rt Terminal.
Th is will take th e form , aft er the offic ia l ce re mony ,
o f a fiyin g pa geant on a sim ila r but sm a lle r sca le
to thc recen t In tern ati o nal A ir port dis pl ay at Ma n­
ge re, A uc kla nd .

And so we co m e to Easte r a nd th e Na tiona l
Rall y in W elling ton. Q uite a number o f W a ikato
ca rs a re m ak in g th e trip down , incl uding th e Nola n
19 13 W olscl cy landaulcue, th e C lub 's Buddy S tew­
a r t tru ck (c om p le te with it s new -l-spccd box , ac ­
qui red on th e H aast R ally ) , R on R o ycroft 's Essex
bo at-tailed speedste r, R oy a nd Lyn ctr c Hi ck's ca r,
th e two a foresai d M ortises, a Sunbea m , a D .1. D(' I­
age fr om T okoroa a nd seve ra l o the rs.

A fter th at we mi gh t rel ax a nd get ba ck to ea rn ­
ing our livings again!
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BAY OF PLENTY NOTES - Jack Hoven.

M y humble apologies fo r mi ssin g o u t in th e last
issue, bu t th e two p re vio us " Beaded Wh eels" see m ed
so close togethe r, I m ust hav e lost track of th e tim e.

W e have had so me ve ry good ru ns in the Bay
o f Plenty latel y a nd a tt en da nces have never bee n
better, a fte rnoon-rum in parti cul ar a ttrac te d ma nv
ca rs.

.I ust be hi nd us is th e a nua l Auckl and-T auranga
R all y which see ms to in crea se in po pula rit y as th e
yea rs go b)'. Sev enty-fiv e vehicles too k part an d
a nd su p po rt from th e pub lic wa s co nside ra ble in
sp ite o f th e fact tha t ou r eve n t clas he d w ith th e
Ta u ra nga AJ\'1.P. Show.

M ai n att rac tion o f th e d av was Mr S te wa rd 's
Sta n lcy-Stea mcr whi ch espec ia lly showed off so me of
the a dvan tages o f stea m over pet rol by w inning th e
"Le M ans D ash" w ith no t on ly a co nside ra b le lead
bu t wi th out a. so und, ve ry impressive.

T he Gy m kha na , pl anned by m asterm ind-ca p­
ta in D av c Sha nd wen t ove r as planned withou t a
hi tch a nd wa s g rcat ly a p prec ia te d hy th e pu bli c
a nd en trants a like , a c red it to Da vc a nd his merry
m en .

At th e soc ia l, a n exc iting battl e was fou ght
betwee n Auc kla nd , Ha milton a nd 13 .0 .1'. bran ch es
to ac q ui re the " C rankha nd lc" trophy a nd a fte r a
heavy strugg le, Auck la nd ca m e o u t o n to p, ta king
the trophy from H amil ton , wh o won it last year.

The morning a fter saw m us t of us a t D e rik
H cnrikscn 's o rc ha rd, a del igh tful spo t, wh er e
amongst the c itrus trees, th e co nco u rs was held .

As we a ll kn ow, how hard it is to judge ca rs
a nd, co nsidering th a t it is a lmos t impossib le to lay
do wn a se t of rul es whi ch cove rs eve ry possible as­
pec t o f m ak ing judg ing fair, it was good , to see for
the seco nd tim e in opera tion , a wa y o f j udging
( b ra inch ild o f ex-cl ub-cap ta in Bill j a nes ) by wh ich
svsiem a ll entra nts o f o nc c lass vot e fo r one ca r in
tha t cl ass but not th eir own, th e ca r with th e biggest
num be r o f vo tes wins.

This wa y, on ly en tra n ts , mos t o f wh o m have
act ua llv restored a nd m aintained a car o f co ncours
sta nda ,:d an d a re thus qu al ified to judge, ta ke part
in th e j ud ging , noth ing co u ld be faire r.

T he sa m e syste m was a pp lied to a class d eserv­
ing mo re recognit ion , or igina ] or unrestored ca rs,
th ey were ca lle d " Pride of Ow nersh ip c lass" th is
wa y a ll o rigina l ca rs had a cha nce to win a prize
wh ich see ms fair eno ugh be ca use no-on e can d cnv
th at th e orig ina ls present a truer p ic ture o f ea rl}'
moto ring th an , with a ll respect fo r o u r res to rers
( keep it up by a ll m ea ns ) , so me of ou r p r ize wi n ­
nin g rc bu ilts,

~ R esul ts of th e R all y: fir st prizes o n ly :
Gym ka na: K en A ntra m , J ohn I nd er, J. S te w-

art.
M o tor cycle : R oss O ld fie ld , Pat Wood.
Concours : Pride of Ownership , Mr Barnes 1 ~ ) 2 l\

Oakland .
First Equal : C liam pionship: J ohn Iuder 19 24

M odel T Fo rd ; 1':. D cwh urst, 19 28 Essex .
And , wit h our big eve n t ove r, we now go flat

o u t to ge t our cars ready for a lon g journey: W cl ­
lin gt on , here we co me .
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OF MOTOR1NG
MOTO R RAC ING, Dec em ber 19 6 5 " Bes t ev er

MO DERN MO TOR & T RAVEL. December 19 65 .. . . " First -c lass
qua lity prod uc tion . . . . "

MOTOR LIBRARY, Jan ua ry 19 6 6 .. . " T h is is the f inest book on
motori ng I have eve r see n . . . .

TIME , December l Oth, 19 65 " Pro duced wit h lov e and ca re " .

SUNDAY T IM ES. 5 t h December , 1965 . . . . " Undo u bted ly the Car
Book of the Ye ar . . .

SUN . 10th December , 1965 " Book o f the Year is undo ubtedl y
T HE AG E OF MOT ORING "

OLD MO TOR , Decembe r 19 65
con sider ing what yo u get . .

"I s not cheap, but a barga in

THE AGE OF MOTORI NG is uniq ue . It is qu ite d iff ere nt fr om a ny othe r wo rk devo ted to
th e a uto mo bi le . It is d iffi cu lt for us to v isu a lise the con dition s un der which th e ne w­
fang led car first ma de its appearance among horse- drawn carriages of the early 20th
century. This book vivid ly traces its pr ogress through the pioneering da ys until its
ine vitable ac ceptance as normal transp ort . In th is luxury edit ion co lou r d rawings are
repr oduced s ide by side with contemporary ph ot ographs and te xts conce rn ing the cars
portrayed . The skilful blending of these elements ca rries us in a tr ice to the da ys of
the early moto rists - co ur ageo us . trail -blaz ing ances to rs of the everyday modern road-user.

189 colour drawings of superb quality, specially created by Pierre Dumont . . .
80 beautiful photographs - most of them hitherto unpublished-chosen from
thousands .... Touching or comical anecdotes taken from news or literature
published between 1900 and 1939 .... Carefully printed text and exquisitely
reproduced four-colour drawings and two-tone photographs.

Here is a un iq ue op po rtunity for the whole fam ily to c lu b toge th er to purcha se th is big boo k - ide a l fo r
birthd ays, g ift s, pri ze s, tr oph ies. Thi s book is a big price bu t it is a big boo k a nd worth ev e ry penny.
You can orde r the broc h ur e o r book throug h you r favourite Booksell er . Th er e a re a limited nu m be r o f cop ie s
in the A pri l sh ipme n t , the re fore the boo ks will be pos ted on a "first come , firs t se rved" basis .

King-size volume - 13in. x 11 in. 208
pages.
100 pages of colour drawings illustrating
189 vehicles.
56 pages of two-tone photographs.
48 pages of text.
Hard-backed and cloth-bound.
Coloured dust-jacket.
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M.E.P. BOOKSHOP
82 TARANAKI STREET

(P.O . Box 13 2 4 ),
WELLINGTON .

Please pos t witho ut a ny o bliga t ion wh a tsoever
one eight-page Brochu re abou t THE AGE
OF MOTORI NG.

NAME d • •

A DDRESS

M .E.P. Boo ksh op
a tt rac tive co lourful,
g ive yo u a lo t o f
th is wonde rful

Mai l th is co upo n to
you will rece ive an
broch ure wh ich wil l
infor ma tion a bo ut

toda y an d
ei gh t-page
in te resting

new book . 1 111 11 1 1 1 1 11 1 1111 11 1 1 " " 1 1 1 11' '' " 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11111 1 1 11 11 1 ' ' ' ' ' 1' .1 11 111 1 .1 ...... 1111 •• 1.1 ••• 11 11 1 •• ;
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TARANAKI BRANCH NOTES
- Ian Howell.

W ith the Fest ive Season well a nd tru ly past
acti viti es ha ve been bui ld ing up , espec ia lly w it h th e
Na tio na l Rall y a nd our own Maunga-Moa na R all y
on Anza c week end .

However, befo re I ge t too invol ved wit h futu re
events, a brief glance ove r the past eve nts may bl:
of interest.

Seve ra l fri endly typ es from ove r th e border
ca lle d in during th eir hol idays; th ese incl uded Ron
R oycr oft , Dav e La ne of Auck la nd (accomp a nied by
very nice 3Y2 S.S. J aguar ) , Ivan Ben ge a nd Frank
U nswo rth-both from Well ingt on or therea bou ts,
and Brian Wych erl cy a nd 30/98.

M embersh ip list for this Bran ch is gro wi ng
slow ly, havin g reach ed the magic " 50". lan Lu de­
ma n hasn ' t been m ent ion ed previ ou sly , being an
Austin 7 ent hus ias t. Ian recent ly ac q u ired th e 1927
Au st in 7 ex Roy H icks of Morrinsvi llc.

Fra zcr Stcvcnson , Ne w P lymo uth 's P.R .O ., has
bought the 1928 Citrcocu ex Allan Inch . The
latter member has been fortunat e in collecting a
number of new pieces for h is ' 26 Chcv role t.

D ick Z iarnd, of S tra t ford , will be a welc om e
ad d it ion to th e M otor Cycle ra nks, as he has
seve ra l vintage D ouglas motorbi kes.

T alking o f two- wheeler s, Max O lsson has tak en
possession of a 1937 Brough Supe rior 1000 c.c, M.C.,
aft er long negoti a tion s.

It is with mu ch regret th at I record th e pass­
ing, a fte r some mon th s illn ess, of Mrs C ord on
Broth crston c,

I a m su re th a t the rea d ers wi ll exte nd th ei r
since rest sympa th ies to C o rd on a nd his fam ily in
th eir loss.

Lastl y, I wi ll once aga in ment ion our com ing
eve nt, the a nn ua l Maunga-Moa na Rall y, being run
on An zac weekend . T he rou te thi s yea r will tak e
the cars around M ount Eg mo n t, a pprox ima te ly 150
m iles. Se nd your ent ry in N O W .

P.S .- Do n' t forget you r ca mera !

WANGANUI BRANCH NOTES
-M.N.M.

After a long silence the Ri ver C ity now has
become voca l once more. \" ' e ha ve had our up s
a nd downs, but thi ngs sho u ld improve fro m now
on. Present scr ibe, a member o f the fa ir sex wa s
some wha t badgered in to bein g co r res po nde nt. Wh en
one is th e onlv m ember o f the weak er sex a t a meet­
ing, how ca n' it be avoide d ? I a p pea l to member s
of my sex a nd ask how wou ld th ey have dealt wi th
a com bine d ma le a ttack of a coup le of dozen vint­
age ca r owne rs ? W ha t cha nce ha d I?

Eage r bea vers arc bu sy clean ing, repai ring and
ge ne ra lly ti t ivating in prep arat ion for ra ll ies in a nd
around our a rea, wi th our own Bu rm a next month,
clima xed bv Nat iona l a t Easter.

Nog~i l; ' a nd N atter session saw us welc o m ing
Ian Uarn'cs to the main la nd , a nd fo r his ex -Ti ma r~
friend s' in te rest he has had a change of hea rt ­
motorcvclcs te mporari ly rele gated a ' ba ck sea t a nd
he is busy on h is 19 18 OIS I~lOb i l e purchased from
Iva n K enda ll who has ac q u ire d a rare " twin-bloc k"

:'I ARCH . 1966

IS h .p , 1926 Annstrong-S id dc lcy tou rer. T h is is
in absolu te origi na l co nd ition .

New Zea la nd C lub Ca p tai n K en Wright, has
bought T rcvor H ud son ( Levin ) 191 2 Aust in 12.
This, by the way, is a return ho me to Wan ganu i for
thi s ca r as it wa s ori gi na lly owned by onc o f th e
C urrie Brot her s o f Ka i lw i local fa rm ers a nd
th orou gh bred horse breed er s. R umour hat h it that
mot or cycle king And y T hompson , ha s a cq uired ye t
a no the r la te mod cl Harl ey Davidson .

Bert Tonks has begun th e rebuil d ing of h is
rare bull nosed M C. T h is sho uld be a worth y add i­
tion LO th e register o f Ne w Z eal a nd ca rs as there a rc
repu ted ly only six of th ese rarit ies in the world .

WELLINGTON NOTES
by Ken W ilkinson.

As mo st people would imagine, most o f ou r
though ts (a nd deeds ) have been di rect ed tow a rds
th e Nati ona l Ra llv bein g held at Easter next. W c
arc glad to be a ble to ~say th at apart from com­
parati vely minor det a ils things hav e tak en shape a nd
wc arc looking forwa rd to en te rtaini ng over 120
vehicles and th eir cr ews. \ Ve assure them th at we
a rc doing ou r u tm os t to sec they have an en jo yable
week-end bot h from a motoring poin t o f view a nd a
socia l onc.

W c hav e been a ble ( in spi te o f ou r Na t ional
Ra lly co m m iu mc nt ) to hold a nd enjoy our month ly
meetings and othe r events .

A co m bine d Annua l P icn ic of the W ell ingt on
Manawatu a nd W an ganui Bran ches was held on
2 1st November last , a t Foxt on R accou rsc, A ver y
goo d muster of ca rs a tte nde d a nd it was goo d to be
able to insp ect a nd b row se a nd in m an y cases try
ou t each other's ca rs.

After the p icnic several \Vellington members
were ente rta ined a t a Barbcquc at R oy So u thwa rd 's
bea ch house. Ra y I vin was tr ying out his new ly
acq uired outfi t, and no do ub t wi th a bit of coa chi ng
he' ll con tinue to bu rn sa usages as goo d as a nyo ne .

A d ozen of ou r m ember' s ca rs too k part in th e
Officia l Opening at Pa ekak ariki of T he W ellingto n
T ra mwa y Hi stori ca l Soc iety's Track, on Su nd ay,
December 19th last. H er e visi to rs may see W el­
lington 's T ram s, some o f th em a nyway, run ning
once aga in.

In th e sa me week, on Friday, 17th December ,
in torrent ia l rain , we su p po rte d Well ingt on Ci ty
Transport Dep artm ent 's Safety F irst Week with a
co nti nge nt of our mem ber's ca rs. Those taking pa rt
felt that th is was a very worthwhile cause a nd it
was m uch apprecia te d by th e sponsors.

At ou r J an uary meet ing he ld on [he l Sth , ,.....
visi ted th e St ud ios o f T he Nat iona l F ilm U ni t.
Aft er a most inte rest ing an d technica l LOur we wen'
show n th e O fficia l Fil ~\ of the Intemat ion a l Rallv
held last year. Aft er bei l:g sho wn wha t see me d
lit er all y mi les a nd m iles of fi lm which ha d been
ta ken , we were rat her di sappoint ed to find that the
edi ted ver sion onlv tak es 12 minut es. However I
do n't thi nk a nyo ne wi ll co m pla in o f th e q ua lity .' I t
rea lly is most en joyable . Lu cky us.

-
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The Club Captain's T ria l was held on Sunday,
~ :~rd J anua ry in two Sections, Vi ntage and No n­
Vintage, the V intage cars competing fo r the " V int­
age Rose Bowl". In spite of the wea ther being
ra ther un kin d a nd th e fact th a t it was sti ll th e main
hol iday period , th ir tee n Vin tage and eig h t No n­
Vin tage ca rs took part. T his yea r the T ria l was
planned to finish at Lake Ferry, a most de lightful
spot in the Waira rapa where the La ke meet s the
sea . A litt le Hotel nes tles against the hi lls and
M rs Ford , the proprieto r' s wife put on a mar vell ous
buffe t d inner for G2 peopl e. T he T rial cove red
about 90 miles of varying cond itions and a ll th e
com petitors were ab le to a rr ive a t Lak e f erry in
tim e to relax before dinner. I t was very pleasant
to have Ran Roycroft ( Wa ika to) wi th us for th is
run and he and Veteran C lub M ember Sclwyn
(Spud) J ac kson pil ot ed th e Hot chki ss for the
clay. Anoth er welcome visito r to the run was
Pet er Ru sscll from Hawkc's Bay dr iving his immacu ­
lat e 19+9 Bentley with specia l coac h work . A fi rst
ou ting wit h th e Wcllington Bran ch was a nice litt le
.l-whcc lcr M organ whi ch un fortunat ely d id not
quit e fini sh the run becau se of tyre tro uble. T he
T ria l was in deed ver y successful and a most en­
joyable day was had hy everyone, those two old­
tim er s, J ackson and Roycroft winn ing the Rose
Bowl by a sma ll margin a nd Ray Poynt on winning
the No n-Vintage Sec tio n.

Buried Treasure -A true Story.

Wh en seein g the wor ds " buried treas ure" one
im med iately tu rns one' s though ts to Lon g J ohn
Silver and such cha rac ters. However , ju st a few
months ago we hea rd about a buried treasure hoard
which a Cew of our member s had " found" and were
ahle to pa rtake of some of th e spoil.

It ca me ab ou t through this pe culia r hu man
trait of bu rying things ei the r to ge t r id of them or
to hide them from our fellow men. In th is case
some yea rs ago when M od el '1" f ords ceased to be
in product ion , the Ford factory a t Pcionc had
lar ge qua ntiti es of spa res for these vehi cles. As the
mod el 'T' gradua lly di sappeared from the road s
the problem of what to do with these surp lus spa re.s
grew. In othe r countries they go ba ck and arc
melt ed dow n aga in but her e th er e was nothing
like that , so, the only thing left was to di g a big
hole and bury th em . Th is was duly don e.

Wh en furth er exte nsions to the factory were
i ll hand last yea r thi s bur ied hoa rd was ' pa rtly
uncover ed du ring th e excava ting for the fou nd ati ons .
Ce rta in members of thi s Bra nch hea rd of th is and
wi thout wast ing mu ch time wer e ab le to (with
perm ission ) have a little forage and co llect an od d
ite m or two. U nfortuna te ly only th e edg e of the
buria l ho le was un cover ed and th e maj ority of the
spares wer e und isturbed and the re they lie to this
day, now with ma ny tons o f conc re te ove r them.

While some of the items sa lvag ed were use less
through rust , othe rs were in supe rb cond ition. How
we wish it had bee n possible to exa mine a ll th e
arts that had been buried .

Extract fro m " T he Wright son": T he staff
magazine of W right, Stephenson Co. Ltd .

MOTORING FIFTY YEARS AGO
Acco rding to the following instructions

issued by Inv ercargill Office to motorists or
would-b e motorists on the sta ff fifty year.> ago,
the ma nipulati on of " the 8 h.p, E.G . model
De Dion car" would have provided an excel­
lent source of qu est ions for a 64,000 do llar
qUIz.

TO MANIPULATE THE 8 H.P. B.G.
MODEL DE DION CAR :

See that there is sufficient petrol in the
tank .

See th at there is wat er in th e wat er tank.
See that there is cylinde r oil in oil tank .

TO ST ART T HE ENGINE :

See th at the gea r lever is in the centre
and the hand brake hard on . Turn on
pet rol a t petrol tank , tap handle to be turned
down to be on.

T he sparking lever to be set about 4 or
5 notches from end of qu adrant on right
hand side of wheel, The sparking lever is
th e one on the top of the qu adrant.

The a ir lever to be set 4 or 5 no tches
from end of qu adrant on left hand side of
wheel, The air lever is th e one on th e bott om
of the qu adrant.

Pet rol lever on dashboard to be hard over
to left hand side of ca r. Flood carburettor
by pressing spring pin on side of carburettor
up and down till petrol flows out.

See that switch button on side of coil is
on M, and put two-way swit ch on B. Pull
out half compression rod front of ca r. Push
starting handle in with handle a t bott om and
give a quick pull up , Then the eng ine will
start. Never push down on the starting hand
as the eng ine is liable to back fire, Once th e
engine starts return the half com pression rod
to its usual position .

THE DRIVER THEN TAKES HIS
SEAT IN THE CAR : Put the right foot on
the right hand side pedal and press it down to
keep the pet rol lever in the same position as
it was when sta rting the eng ine, Then shift
pet rol lever on dashboard over to right hand
side of ca r. Still keep ing foot down on pedal
to keep eng-ine from racing. Turn two-way

-
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switch from B to M , dr aw spa rking \cV(T

from right to left about 8 or 10 notches and
air lever left to right to about th e cen tre of
qu adrant. Put left foot on left hand side
pedal and press pedal down .

TO PUT CA R INTO 1st GEAR : Press
spring down on top of gea r lever and push
lever forwa rd. T ake off hand brake and lilt
right foot gently to get eng ine running stea d­
ily. Then lift left gently till clutch grips. Bt:
careful not to lift left foot too suddenly as
ca r will sta rt with a jerk . As soon as ca r
starts lift right foot gently to get engine run­
nin g at a normal speed.

TO PUT CAR I NTO 2nd GEA R :
T ake hold of gea r lever. Be ca reful to keep
hand off the spring on top of lever. Press
down both feet , bring gear lever back to
centre. Just stop long eno ugh at centre to
allow spring to fly up , then pull lever right
back, lift left foot gently till clutch grips.
As soon as clutch grips lift right foot gently
to get the eng ine running at a norm al speed.

T O PUT CA R I NTO 3r d GEAR :
T ake hold of gear lever , keeping hand off
spring on top . Press both feet down and push
lever right forward , working ped als the same
as other gea rs. Be careful when pr essing down
right foot cha ng ing gears not to press too far
down as ped al will put br ake on second sha ft.

TO PUT CAR INTO REVERSE
. GEA R : Get gea r lever into centre. Press down

spring on top of gea r lever and draw lever
back using pedals same as in oth er gears .

TO ST O P T H E CAR press both feet
down , bring gear lever to centre, press right
foot down gently so as to put br ake on second
sha ft, also put on hand brake at side of ca r
gently. Be ca reful when putting on brakes
not to slide th e wh eels as it is liabl e to tear
the tyres.

Wh en the ca r is stopped put petrol lever
o~ dashboard over to left hand side. Brin g
all' lever back to left hand side of wheel. Brin g
spa rking lever back to right hand side of
wheel, put two-w ay switch on A then engin e
will stop .

T O OIL ENGINE AND GE ARBO X
from oil pump on dashboard, get the pointer
opposite the word " Reservo ir" with the plun g­
er down, then draw it up as far as it will come,
turn the point round by the handle to the
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word "Motcur" and push the plu nger down.
T ha t will oil the eng ine . G ive the eng ine onc
cha rge abo ut every fiifty miles. To oil the
gea rbox turn the pointer back to reservoir
with the plunger down and repeat to the
words "cht , vitcessc and delf till" . T hese only
require oiling every hundred miles.

WHEN ENGIN E IS R U NNI NG FAST
advance air lever so as to use as mu ch air as
possible, also advance sparking lever. If engin e
knocks retard sparking lever.

Do not run eng ine too slowly on any
gear, as it is liabl e to make engine knock.
If too heavy for engine on higher gea rs come
back on to lower.

WHEN APPROACHI NG CORNERS
IT IS ADVISABLE TO SLO W THE
ENGINE DOWN AND PUT TH E
ENGINE O UT OF GEAR BY PRESSI NG
THE LEFT FO O T DOWN. IT LETS THE
CAR RUN RO U ND THE CO RNERS
MORE FREELY T H AN WITH THE
G EA R IN AN D AS SOON AS THE CAR
G ETS RO UND, THE CLUTCH SHOULD
BE GE NT LY LET IN. CAR E SH OULD
BE TAKEN APPROACHI NG BAD
ROADS AND ST EE P HILLS AND GET
THE CAR INTO A LOW GEAR OR
THERE MAY BE T ROUBLE.

There had to be some
reason! !

The spea ker at a Branch M eeting with
experience told of the vari ed a nd non-manual
maintenan ce problems of the ubiquitous
Austi n Seven, until understandingly the club
wit stood and asked " W hv did thev mak e
Austin Sevens !" Laughter ; bu t no ' official
reply.

A member stood and qu ietly cla imed
some past affai rs with Austin Sevens, and
sta ted he thought he knew. " We know how
old ca rs had the freq uent habit of losing
th eir rad iator ca ps with the result ant dis­
tasteful ferri c tinged spume over the wind­
screen, and so this was with the first Austin
Seven. No w hot water bottl es did th en, as
now, qui ckly perish and left one with a per­
fectly good hot water bottl e screw top , and
th ere accumu lated large nu mb ers of idle
hot wat er bottle tops, and so they mad e
Austin Sevens.
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'A faint susurrus of steam • • •
,

Chassis of the Whit e St eam Cur, showing the boiler mounted directly under the f ront seat, and the
engine in the conventional position, The 'radiator' is in fa ct a tubular condenser which allows the
condensed water /0 be used again and again .

survived, but stea m ca rs were with­
drawn fro m fut ure competitio n.
By 1912 Stea m Ca rs were receiving
scant popularit y.
Altho ugh Sta nley continued to bu ild
them until 1925, publi c prefe re nce
turn ed to the vast ly improved petrol
ca rs . .. endi ng an era which, to
th is day, is st ill the su bjec t of man y
hea ted debat es.
Whereas once the stea m eng ine was
the crit erion of smooth, silent, swift
acce lera tio n, now these, plus the
added benefits of sus ta ined power for
hills and cruising. can be yo urs in
a ny petro l engine, with Supe rshell
with Meth yl Benzine .
Supershell con tains more than a pint
per ga llon of Shell's dy na mic power
co mponent, Methyl Benzine. Shell's
excl usive ignitio n co ntro l addi tive
C resyl D iphenyl Phosphat e, and
specia l rus t preventive a lso co mbine
to give today's mo to rist top power,
smooth ru nning and engine pro­
tect ion. No other pet rol offers so
many advan tages. Ge t Supe rshell
with Methyl Benzine for yo ur car,
today .

IT HA S TO BE GOO IJ TO BE SHELL

More than a pint in every gallon of

METHYL BENZINE

runner-up, a pet rol car. In the same
yea r, F red Mar riou , in a spec ially­
strea mlined Sia nley Stea mer , reco rd­
ed 121.57 m.p.h. over the flying
kilometre and 127.66 m.p. h, over the
flying mile a t Ormo nd Beach. The
fo llowing yea r, Ma rriott was
esti ma ted to ha ve reached 190 m.p.h .
when the car becam e ai rbo rne, ove r­
turn ed and disint egra ted. Mar rio tt

SUPERSHELL
153.5

A 40 h: p , While St eam Car (/905- /907) . These
came in a variety of body typ es. both open and
c1o...ed.

'NO MORE WAS H EAR D T HAN T HE

whirr of the chain and a faint
susurrus of stea m. Even at full powe r
on a hill the noise did no t rise a bove
'1 fa int Ta-pocketa Ta -pocketa -c­
.md the smoothness was not to be
sur passe d by pet rol ca rs for man y
yea rs.'
This was the 'Si lence o f Stea m' - an
era which lasted almos t 20 yea rs,
and which man y mainta in co uld still
exist today, if sufficient resear ch and
develop ment had been ca rrie d on.
American manufacturers first realised
the po tenti al of the Stea m-car, and
in 1898 the twin bro thers F. O. and
F. E. Stan ley were producing a
remarka ble series of light steam-ca rs,
which when han dled with ca re, were
capable of long-distan ce journeys.
However, water consump tio n, a lmos t
a gallon a mile, and light constructi on
were the two dra wbacks ea rly stea m­
ca rs had to co ntend with , and by
1903 Stanley, an d their well-known
rival , Wh ite, moved int o the heavier
class of ca r.
White cla imed a radius of seven ty
miles or mor e with out a water-stop
for their model.
With a ll stea m ca rs, maximum speed
cou ld not be mainta ined for very
long, bu t in acce lera tion the stea m
car co uld, in those days, show a very
clea n pair of heels to the petro l
model. In 1906, a t the Shels ley Wa lsh
Hillclimb (E ngland) , a White stea mer
finished 24i seco nds a head of the
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATES
M EM BERS OF V INTAG E CA R C LUB O F N .Z.

I l\'C .: Free for first three lin es (a pprox. 25
words ); the rea fte r 1/- per lin e (8 words ).

NON-j\'fE M BERS : 51- for first th ree lin es or less;
Thereaft er 1/- per lin e.

T o he accep ted a ll ad ve rtiseme n ts mu st be type d
a nd be accompanied by th e necessary remittance
a nd m ust be in th e hands of th e Ed ito r no t la te r
th an th e 15th day of th e month before publication
dat e.

S pec ia l d ispl ay ad ve rt iseme n ts o f ca rs for sa le
co m ple te wit h ph ot os ma y be insert ed at spec ia l and
ver y reasona bl e rat es, for detail s o f whi ch service
wri te to th e Ed itor.

POST VI NTAG E Nas h Ambassad or 1935 - 6 Cy l.
O .H .V. 7-Bea rings C/S, ove rd rive, freewh eel. Du al
Ignition . In sound co nd ition a nd idea l for restora­
tion . D . Brown, 5 Lowi ck Ave nue, Christc hurc h, 2.
WA NT ED : Aus re r rear passenger winds h ie ld a nd a
pair o f fron t sea ts for 1930 Austi n 12 h.p . to urer.
L. Cogh lan, 60 Station R oad , Papat oe toe, Aucklan d.
CO R D Seda n or Co upe \"' anted or a ny inf orma tion
lead ing to pur chase. Write K. Nay lor, 7 19 C ha rles
Street , Hastings.
FOR SA LE : D iana M oon 8 eng ine and gearbox,
beautiful cond ition. Write : L. R . Peck , 12 E liza be th
Street , Christchu rch , 1.
WANTED: LU C AS STAR T E R for 1!)26 Arm­
stro ng-Sidde ley, 18 h.p ., Klaxon H orn to co m ple te
restorat ion . I. K endall , 139 Mountview Road , Wan­
ga nui. Ph one 38-298 .
FOR SA LE : Two T -Type 2/60 Va ux ha ll Sa loo ns
"as is wh er e is" , plus two T-Type eng ine s a nd
gea rboxes, two R- T ype engin es and gea rboxes,
brake drums, fron t and rear sp ri ngs , diff er enti al s,
steering co lumns and many ot he r pa rts suita ble
for R and T -Types. £200 th e lot (400 doll ars th at
is ) or will se ll separately. Both ca rs have cu r rent
R egistrati on Pla tes. Enqu iries to R . N. Lyth , 39
\Vebb Road , Wan ganui . Phone 7934.
WA NTED for 1930 Aus tin 16-6; H andbook and
Radiator mounted large temperature Guage . 'R. F .
Townshend , 79 H alswell Ro ad , C h riste hureh, 2.
1925 DO U GLAS mot or cycle, "C.W ." V.C .C. R eg.
No. 1102, restor ed and comp le te, 3-spee d, full
acet ylen e lighting set, tool-bags, etc. new fron t tyre ,
good rea r tyre an d spa re rear tyr e, a nd some engi ne
spa res. New va lves recen tly. \V.O.F. This ' bike
is a cons istent at tender a t \ 'Va ikat o, T auran ga a nd
Auc kland R allies. £60-Dea th, p.a . Box 924, Ham il­
ton (67.022 day, 69-346 even ings ) .
WA NTED : 2 1in. Sa nky wh eels to fit Austi n "Four
Twenty" . Diamet er o f ce ntres 5% inch es. D . Kil­
parri ck, 25 Dillons Point Road , Blcn he im.
\'VANTED: V 16 Ba dge as fitted betw een headlights
or V 16 C ad illac rem oved between 1940 and 1959
Information to B. G ra n t, Box 167, Tokoroa .
FOR SALE: Alvis T.C . 21 3-litre sports sa loon
1955 . So und througho u t. £ 425 or offer. M cMill an ,
Box 15 7, R ororua . Phon e 3992R .
FOR SA LE : Rilcy 9 h.p, a nd 15 h.p , pans, vast
qu antities including sho r tened chass is. M cMillan ,
Box 157 R ot orua . Ph on e 3992 R.

~t t\RCH . l !Jlil i

WANT ED : Front wh eel to fit 1924 Ind ian C h ief,
co nd it ion of rim not im portan t, bu t hub mu st be
good . L. N. Wogan , 56 Flor kton Stree t, C hr ist­
churc h, 1. Ph one 83- 193.
FO R SALE: 750 c.c, twin S.\I. J.A.P . eng ine in goo d
orde r, com plete but d isma ntle d, with m ag. a nd
ca rb ., a lso Sturmcy-A rchcr 3-speed gea rbox and
clutch , in goo d orde r. £5 th e lot. Geoff H ockl ey, 7
G rcsha m Terrace, C hri stc hu rch, 7. Phon e 889-708.
Du e to more resto ra t ions co m ing up , mu st relu ctan t­
ly offe r my 1920 989 c.c. H arl cy-D a vid son , winner
Haast In ternat ion al R all v a nd numerou s ot he r
eve nts. Immacul at e a ppeara nce a nd perfect m ech­
an ica lly. Ne w 28 x 3 tir es prac tica lly unmarked.
Bosch magnet o. R egistered , \V .O.F. Prob ably the
bes t o f its type in ex istence. £65, no offe rs. G eoff
H ockl ey, 7 G rcsha rn Terrace, C hristchu rch, 7.
Phon e 889-708.
FOR SA LE: Ford M od el '1', 1926 Fordor Sed an ,
restored to co nco urs co nd ition, ru xtcll axe l a nd
man y spares. Rea son abl e offer. C . A. J ack, 3 M e­
Lell an Place, !l am , C h ristc hurc h ,
R EQ UIR ED U R G ENT LY, handbook or a ny in­
formati on for 1922 j cwct t R oad stcr, C. A. J ack ,
3 M cl. ell an Place, l larn , C hr isrchurc h.
W ANT ED : For 1928 Bui ck Road ster. H ood Fr am es
a nd Bows, Radiator She ll , Wind scr een Fr ames.
H eadlamp Lenses, Front Mudgu a rd s. R . T. H irsr,
No. 3 R.D., Ca mbridge . Phon e 8923 .
FOR SALE: 1920 M axwell to ure r a nd 1918 C hcv­
ro le t 490 tourer £ I60 eac h. G . R. Beetham , 17G
O turnoc tai Road , Tauran ga , Ph on e G9-577 .
WANTED : C lu tch a nd F lywhee l a nd anv other
pa rt s for 1928 Ta lbot 14/45. Also, 'a ny info'rmati on
a bout Rocsch - design ed ca rs. B. Elde r, ;) Masscy
Street , Waimate.
FO R SA LE: Bui ck 4 T ourer 1924. Resto red Ne w
Hood . Side cu rt ai ns. Plenty of spa res. Pr ice £ 175.
Apply D. Palmer, 8 Nelson Stree t, Blenheim.
FOR SALE: 12 h.p. R over Lim ousine with ope n
drivers co m partme nt, Eng lish coachwo rk, side valve
de-ax i eng ine, rat ed 13.9 h.p . Sing le pl at e clu tch in
oi l, worm drive, Ow cn G legg design curre nt 19 12
to 1922. T his is a self starter mo del 1920 wi th
det ach abl e head a nd wate r pump. Whol e ca r
or igina l a nd in bea utiful order. £500. E. J. S.
\"'alker, 73 Wainui Stree t, C hriste hu rch, 4.
FOR SALE: 1918 Bu iek Tourer in fi rst-cl ass cond i­
tion. R ecently repa in ted C he rry red and black .
Contac t 1. Mortimcr, M cLa uc h lan Stree t, Blenheim .
WA NT ED: Any spa re parts for Morgan three­
wh eel er. T. Fren ch , Box 5929 , Well eslcy Stree t,
Auckland .
WAN T ED : An y parts, infor ma t ion, ctc., on 1~)1 2-I :l

slee ve-va lve St onc le igh or B.S.A. cars. 13.9 h.p. ( 0

J oh n Bayly, R .D .2, Tirau .
FOR SALE : 1926 C hev " tourer" Supe r ior K mod el.
Ge ne ra l con d ition and tyres ver y goo d . Spa re parts
ava ilab le. Co ntact No rman H arbull , T e Miro,
R.D.I., Ca mbr idge. Phon e 3209.
FOR SALE: Packard 6 Se da n, 1927, res to red.
M an y parts including spa re moto r. £ 195. (four
new tyres ex tra ) or off er . D avidson , 178 Portage
Road , Pa patoc roc. -

-



c. HUNTON LTD.

-

55 Kilmore Street Phone 69-786

Specialists in

New Body Work
Chassis StraiC]hteninC]

PaintinC]
Door Lock and

Window Winding
Repairs

Glass Replacements
Renewing Rotten

Woodwork

WE TAKE THE DENT OUT OF ACCIDENT

VAUXHALL FOR VALUE
MAI<E YOUR OVERSEAS FUNDS BUY BETTER FOR YOU

VELOX - VICTOR 101 - VIVA
OVERSEAS FUNDS GUARANTEE YOU EARLY DELIVERY

Call or Ring for a Test Drive

THE FARMER'S GARAGE
MADRAS STREET PHONE 71-699

(LICENSED MOTOR YEH ICLE DEALERS)

"Better Known For Better Service"



1966 - Still in top form on

Th is FIAT " Me phistophe les" driven by E. The history of motoring is the history of
A. D. Eldr idge , rega ined the world 's land ~ Castrol. From the days when only cars of
Speed Record for Eng land with a speed of fantast ic eng ine s ize were successfu l to
146.01 m.p .h . in July 1924. It ma de its ~ l~tOdaY.s outright wins of the Aust in-M ini
f irst appearance at Brooklands on Wh it in the " Monte" and "T u lip" rallies and
Monday 1908 , and in 1923 set up a lap Casfro the Ford Cortina in the " Safa ri" Castrol
record of 124.33 m.p .h . " has been associated with more records
Now owned by C. E. Naylor. who has ,.Of

O R
0 than any other oi l. ~II . B.r it i ~h car mak~rs

res tored it with the orig inal 21.714 litre""""- approve. Cast rol , Britain s b iggest selling
Fiat aero eng ine, it appeared at Silver- ~ motor 011.
stone and Prescott in 1962. Always ask for Castrol by name .


