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"HORSELESS
CARRIAGE"

In 1893 the first gasoline powered motorcar in the United States cruised down
the main streets of Springfield, Mass., at a speed of five miles an hour! This car
was made by two brothers, Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea.

In 1896 Henry Ford drove his first car out. of the machine shop in Detroit.

Later, his system of machine-made, interchangeable parts, and assembly line

production, put motorcars within the price range of the man-in-the-street.

By the beginning of the 20th century, 8,000 motorcars were registered in

the United States. These were powered by steam, gasoline or electricity, and

even then they did not look much like the original "Horseless Carriage."

Some of the laws passed in the eady days of the motorcar make us chuckle

today. For instance, one community ruled that if a horse refused to pass a

motorcar the driver of the car must "take the machine apart ... and conceal the

parts in the grass". In some places motorcars were banned entirely, and angry
farmers guarded their livestock with shotguns against. these "contraptions of the

devil."

It is easy to see that early mot.orists were indeed brave pioneers, often

running risks that would be hard to imagine today, for they also had to contend

with the discomfort of rough roads, open driving seats and t.emperamental

engines. Times have changed and those first motoring enthusiasts would be the

first to appreciate the advances made both in car and tyre design since t.he

exciting, s timula t in g days of the "Horseless Carriage."

FIRESTONE Tyres, since the earliest days of motoring, have
set the standard of reliability, economy and safety. Today's motorist,
like his father and grandfather before him, looks to Firestone for
EXTRA mileage and EXTRA reliability.
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Headed W heels is th e voi ce of th e Vintage Car Movement in N ew Z ealand and of the Clubs whose efforts (l-l6 1

are fostering and ever widen ing th e int erest in this movem ent and form rallying po ints for that eve r ~
increasing band of enthusiasts . Th e fascinat ion of age itsel f or revulsion from th e flashy mediocrity of our
present da y is d raw ing an increasing number of m ot orists bac k to th e individual it y, solid wor th, and
functional elega nce th at w as dem anded by a m ore d iscrimina t ing generation and it is to th ese that we
dedicate-
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12/22 LEA FRANCIS
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The next ca r to be chosen for the Co m­
parison Seri es is Rally No . 526, th e 12/ 22
Lea Fran cis owned and dri ven by Martin
Ferner of Wellington .

This particular Leaf is a 1926 model
rated at 11.9 h.p. and developing 25 b .h .p. ,
hare 69 m.m., 100 m.m. str oke, cubic ca pac­
ity 1496 c.c. T he general spec ifications ar e
as follows:
Engine -

M ead ows type 4 EC - Push Rod o.h.v.
- integral induction manifold - 2
bearing crankshaft - lubricat ion by
plun ger pump to big end troughs, tim­
ing gea rs and overhead gea r - all bear­
ings splash fed - cooling by th ermo­
syph on - a lueas magneto supplies the
ignition.

Gearbo x -
A 4-speed and reverse ga te cha nge gea r­
box is fitted and the ratios are 4.68 to I,
7.5 to I , 11.25 to I and 19 to I.

Transmission -
Fab ric uni versals and open prop shaft
to spiral bevel final driv e.

Gen eral -
This model has an 8ft 9in wheel base,
semi elliptic front springs and yt elliptic
rear springs. Front wheel brak es are
fitted whi ch arc operat ed by push rods
housed in the hollow king pins. A very
practical and nice looking road ster body
completes the gene ral speci fications and
th e dickey seat is very comforta ble and
well protected by the high square hood.
The ca r is painted mar oon with black
mudguards, hood and uph olstery and
is a rem arkabl y fun ction al light ca r of
its period .
1 think I can claim some credi t for this

ca r making its appearan ce at the Inter­
nat ion al Rally for I was able to put Martin
on to it when he phoned me severa l months
before th e R ally and asked if I knew of a car
whi ch woul d be suitable for him self and his
wife to do the Rally in. I reeled off several
cars th at I knew were availabl e and Martin
did not a ppear to be very enthusiastic about
these, and then as an after-tho ught I men-

tioned the Leaf. I had recentl y been to
Ha wke's Bay and had been taken around to
a Motor Garage by Des Hunter who sa id he
would show me a most unusual car wh ich was
well on the way towards restorati on and was
for sale. I had inspected the Leaf with in­
terest and fou nd , as Des had sta ted, that th e
car was very nicely restored up to a certain
point and that it was a most int eresting
litt le car in its own right havin g severa l fea­
tures whi ch were not usually incorporated in
ca rs built in 1926.

At the menti on of th e Leaf, M artin
sounded in terested and wa nted to know more
details abo ut it . I told him as mu ch as 1
knew a t. th at stage and I was pleasantly sur­
prised to hear from him a week or two lat er
sta ting th at he had been to H awk e's Bay and
purchased the car and would have it down in
Wellingt on within a few weeks.

Martin, being an Eng ineer, decided that
he had bett er look closely into the Mec ha nics
of the ca r before doing too mu ch more work
on the body. It turned out to be a good
thing that he decided on this plan of action
becau se it became obvious th at certa in modi­
ficati ons would hav e to be made before the
ca r could successfully complete 1,400 miles
of R ally motorin g. Ne w doors had to be
mad e, and J oan , M artin 's wife, did some
extre mely profession al looking work on the
upholstery. A new hood and curtai ns were
mad e and things started to look more hopeful.

Well, the ca r was rea dy in tim e and it
did successfully complete th e Rally with a
minimum of fuss and has since competed in
several local runs.

I had the opportunity of road testin g
the Leaf a few weeks ago and was ag reea bly
surprised at its performan ce a nd more espec­
ially its road holding. C limbing into the ca r
from the passenger side I found the sea ting
exce ptionally comfortable and all the contro ls
withi n easy rea ch of the driver. 1 selected
low gea r and found the Cone Clutch very
sweet and smooth in its opera tion. The gea r­
box proved to be a delight to use and I be­
came rath er disappoin ted th at the car had a
very good top gea r performan ce and did not
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The Lea- Francis finishing- the International.
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( Pho to by B. Mi ch ael ) :

necessitat e frequent gear changi ng, al­
though I did do some cog swapping later on.
We picked a nice wind ey run and this suited
the ca r really well, added to which the un­
usu ally opera ted br aking system gives positive
br akin g under all conditions. Its steering
is both light an d acc urate and cornering is of
the high est order. T he impression one gets
from dri vin g this ca r is that th e makers have
endowed it with an engine which is more
th an ca pa ble of prop elling th e ca r along at
useful speeds. Although the b.h .p. extrac ted
from the eng ine is not high , the low end
torqu e is exceptiona lly goo d and the gear
ratios are quite useful for our rather va ried
motoring cond itions, particul arl y in the North
Island . Optimum speeds through th e gea rs
were 25 m.p.h . in second , just under 40 m.p .h.
in third and th e ca r cru ises happily under
ord ina ry condi tions a t 45 -50 m.p .h , I rather
reluctantly pull ed up outside my gate and
handed th e ca r back to M artin with the
feeling th at I would have liked to ha ve
driven it a lot further to have go t the feel of
it and learnt how to extrac t more perf orm­
ance for this is a ca r which I think would

grow on you th e more you drove it and al­
though its performan ce could not be called
exciting, it is cer ta inly extremely good for
this class of vehicl e.

Lea Fran cis have ra ther a long history
in the car manufacturing business altho ugh it
does appear to be spas modic and it fin ally
faded out in th e 1950 's. The Vintage period
was undoubtedly th eir most successful and
the 12/22 developed int o th e well-kn own
12/40 whi ch was fitt ed with th e 4 ED M ea­
dows whi ch was a much more suita ble eng ine
for tuning, needless to say it was from thi s
engine and th e 12/40 th at the famous H ypcr
Leaf was produced and thi s car becam e mu ch
sought after by enthusiasts because of its
true spo rts ca r performan ce and exce llen t road
holding. These H yper Leafs recorded several
notabl e successes but perhaps th e best known
one was th e win in th e 1928 Ulster T.T .,
when K aye Don drove one of these ca rs and
successfullv beat th e verv ad vanced front
wheel dri v'e Alvis. '

The Hyper Leafs were fitted with a
Cozette super cha rger as sta ndard and it is
possible th at they were the first British ca r
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to be offered for sale with the super charger
as sta nda rd equipme nt.

Returni~g to the ea rlier Leafs, they
were also quite successful in competitions and
a 1924 10 h.p. model ac hieved rem ark able
success in thc R. A.C. 6-day tri al in 1924 .

Go ing ba ck to our test ca r - it would
appear that th ese litt le 12/ 22's are now

OBITUARY

O n March 19th the Vintage Car Club
of New Zealand lost one of its most enthusi­
astic su ppo rte rs and grea test "ch ar acters" in
an orga nisation whi ch has always been well
endo wed with both enthusiasm and cha r­
ac ter. Geo rge Giltrap, was one of the ea rliest
mem bers of the Au ckland Club, long before
they joined up with the parent Club and
also was an origin al supporter of the W ai­
kat o Club. From his home in Rotoru a he
would think nothing of a run through to
Auckland with his well-kn own Cadiliac
"s ingle ba nge r" and lat er on, afte r he and his
family had mov ed to Queensland with their
collection, he still found time to journey twice
to New Zealand to compete. The first occa­
sion bro ught him with th e Cadillac to M or­
rinsville and latterly, of course, in spi te of
ill-health , to th e H aast with Genevieve.

T hese two journeys will always serve as
an exam ple to all our members as motor ing
epics - George was a real motoring man;
rain , hail or shine there was nothing he en­
joyed bette r than dri ving a Veteran and the
tougher the going, the better he liked it. The
fact that the cars could always take it speaks
eloquently for George the En gin eer - the
perfectionist.

His well-kn own Museum at Coo langatta
was always a haven for the wandering Kiwi
in Aust ralia , and before he left Ne w Zea land
his home had always been "open house" for
enth usiasts of Vi ntage or Veteran persuasion.

We shall all sadly miss George in all
three guises, The M otoring Man, The En gin­
eer a nd just The Friend, and our deepest
sympathy goes out to his wife and their fam­
ily.
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~mong the rare Vintage ca rs and it is so pleas­
Ing to see one of them in such excellent shape
as M a rtin 's car. There is no doubt that the
Intern ati onal Rally brou ght a lot of cars
out of retirement and put them back into
useful serv ice and I thi nk th at M artin and
Joan have now acec pted the Leaf as one of
the famil y and we will look forward to seeing­
it in ac tive service for many yea rs to com~.

DOUGLAS

" Do uglas and his Austin Seve n could
generally be expec ted to give entertai nme nt
on the Club' s R allies.

"T he cars were, very legally, strung out
along th e highway moving with the general
traff ic, when an anxious ove r-land bus start­
ed to pass everyo ne . When confro nted bv
~n on-comil:g vehicle, th e bus tri ed to regain
Its correct Side of th e roa d, but it was ad ja c­
ent to Douglas and the Austin whi ch meant
Douglas was sta rting to be impolitely cro wded
onto the most un welcome rough - no fit
place for the illustrious, and for once clea n
Seven. U nda unted, a well used large Cres­
cent was whipped from the floor , and Douglas
proceeded to violentl y hammer along th e side
of the passing but ever encroaching bus. This
ma de a marked impression on the bus and
its sta rt led inmat es, for a mu ch slower large
bus was then seen to leave Douglas and the
Seven to proceed on, ha ughty and unhurried".

Regards till Septembe r.

QUff"" ~ B.l1I.lHO>\Y WHKENO
JUN[ Slh -7t!>. 1965

N ice uphol st ery - nice kid s too.
( Photo by J. SOll'<I' ) .

-
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Hoping' fo r F.T.D. I take it ?

TO THE HILLS 11
As another sign of th e Club's rat e of

growth and its abi lity to sup port really first­
class events of specialist type the Otago
Bran ch took the plunge and took their Inver­
may H ill Climb away from the shelter of
their Dunedin-Brighton Run to allow it to
stand on its own feet. It is man y years since
any Branch took the risk of putting a Speed
event on th e Na tional Calendar of Events
and the step was well rewarde d in entries
who, in th eir turn , were given a very worth­
while day, T he orga nisation was slick yet
not too form al and the whole event retained
much of th e picnic spirit tha t was such a
pleasant featu re of its ea rlier years without
any sac rifice to efficiency or safety.

The mo rn ing of Satur da y, February
26th dawned fin e but cloud y in Dunedin,
but just over " 3-mile hill" all was clea r. Some
rain durin g the week had sett led any du st
on the Invermay hill an d the surface was
excellent and had, as usual, been carefully
prepared by our good friends on the Research
Sta tion who also had allow ed the Club the
use of buildings and yard as a pit area and
for ca tering ,

This latter aspec t of the even t deserves
special mention as contributing so mu ch both
to compet itors' peace of mind and to organi­
sing efficiency. T he Branch had turned on
a really first-class morning and afternoon tea

by A.A .A.

and lun ch all of which was includ ed in the
entry fee,

In the morning the clans sta rted to
ga the r a t the Hill. From Christchurch came
a strong tea m comprising Geoff Owen, Ron
Hassell, Gavin Bain and Bob Bear dsley, all
with 3-litre Bentleys, Warner M auger with
Sunbeam , Bob Turnbull sur. Sizair e-Naudin
and Winder's P.V. Ri ley. T ed Loveridge
also arr ived very lat e with the Blown N .A.
Magnette M .G.

Fr om Ashburton th ere was Ian M cKel­
lar with the PV. 4 Y;-litre Lagonda and
Timaru fielded Jim Sullivan with a Packard
8. The local Bran ch 's honou r was in th e
hands of Jim Bisslan d and Goodman , as the
only motorcycle ent ries, Mike H aggitt with
3-litre Bentl ey, George Tofield' s 12/ 60 Alvis,
Bob O akley and Fox with M odel A Fords,
Kidd 's Hupmobile and Gough 's 1914 Buick,
and rather lat er in th e day the large Inver­
cargill contingent appeared followin g an al­
most " I mperial progress" complete with
champagne breakfast ! The team com prised
the M cI vor brother 's Aston Martin, Willis
Brown with 4 Y;-lit re Bentl ey and K en M e­
Milli an 's ea rly Silver Gh ost , supported by
Dale's 50 1 Fia t and Bame's Chev.

During the morning there was time for
two practice run s for all who had arr ived
by then which proved lively until Geo ff O wen
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We may play around
with old cars in our
spare time ! !
But when we ma ke
something , we Iike it
to be modern and
up to date , like the

POUR-A-CAN
THE

All Steel
Petrol Container

2 gallon 56/-
1 gallon 47/-

-

NEW ZEALAND TUBE MILLS LTD.
SALES DI VISION OF

SOUTHWARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
LOWER HUTT
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1. McKellar, Lagonda at Blackout Bend exit. Second fastest car.

PAGE SEV EN

( Pho to by Il. Micbacl ) .

G. Bain - Bentley at Pine end corner.
( P ho to by J. Kiog ) .
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on his first run with th e 3-litre and going
very fast lost power at the wheel s just out
of the tr ees only to discover a broken cra nk­
sha ft ! T his effectively da mped down the
en thusiasm of the othe r Bentley boys! T he
result s thus tend to show other marques as
coming into their own. M cKellar and the
Lagonda was tremendously impressive, the
big ca r taking up rem arkabl y little road and
steadily improving tim es on every run. Also
most impressive but with more fireworks was
Winder's Ril ey who fin ally ach ieved F.T .D.
for car s on his secon d last run . Tofield' s
Alvis was fast and clean to obtain third F.T.D .
for ca rs and best performan ce on Formula .
Fastest V intage Car time went to Manger's
final run in the Sunbeam 20 at 42.25 secs.,
and fastest Bentley to H aggitt at 43.05 secs.

Compare th ese with fastest tim e overall
from Bissland 's Vel ocett e at 38.52 and Win­
der 's fastest P.V. ca r a t 38.55 secs.

T here were man y interestin g contests
elsewhere in the field.

The brother 's Mclvor were obv iously
having fun aga inst each othe r with the Aston
and finished up with second best perform­
ance on Formula and seven th fastest tim e of
the day.

All was finally wound up by a first class
"do" at the O tago Club R oom now re­
splendent with even th e gas lighting ope ra­
tional.

Next year there will be man y new ca rs
and, inde ed, many old an d inconclusive ba t­
tles to bring to conclusion. T he Motorcycle
versus Car du el is obviously at th e point where
the tables mav be turned and a ca r achieve
F.T.D .; the Bentl eys will obvio usly be after
th e re-acquisition of lost laurels and some
Vintage pot enti al will be coin ing up to cha l­
lenge the P.V. brigad e ! ! See you there
next yea r ! ! !

R ES ULTS

Formula F.T.D. F.T.For.
R2 R 3 R4 T arget

38.88 38.55 38 .95 38.6 2 4

40.28 38.52 39.22 35 .0 12

54.74 100.9 5 1.95 43 .0 16 18

52.40 54.4 43 .0 13 15

44.24 43.50 44 .68 43.0 8 6

54.56 53 .55 40 .0 17 19

38.76 39.44 38.68 37.5 3 8

43 .60 43.05 43.70 43 .0 (i 5

5 1.73 51.75 43.0 15 16

43.0

44.52 '15.48 45.50 43.0 10 9

54. 15 55.50 55.3 46 .0 18 17

46.27 48.48 42.25 43 .1 5 3

79.70 5 7.6 22 21

60 .50 D.N .F . 58. 9 43.3 19 20

72.52 72.17 67.1 44 .b 21 22
43.47 44 .05 43 .90 44 .5 7 2

42. 15 4 1.45 40.46 42.4 4 I

50.40 52.50 48 .6 14 10

6 1.35 59.93 60 .1 49 .0 20 7

45.90 45.96 45.55 41.2 11 14

47.16 48.55 47.3 43.0 12 13

'tb.20 4 1.8 9 11

5 1.35

61.7

46.09

49 .1)

54 .82 54. 63

45 .40

88.39

65.5 1

74.35

43 .9B

P2 RI

40 .83 39.40

52 .69 40.24

55 .70

60.88 68.20

46 .43

54.8

4 1.39 40.46

44.26

51 .35

Alvis

M .G .

Roll s-R oycc

Bu ick

Ben tl ey

Ford A

T OFI E LD

yl c!vIILLAN

COUGH

BROWN

FOX

LOVERSlDG E

ENTRANT CARS PI

WI NDER Ril ey 2Y2 4 1.62

BISSLAN D Vel ocette 40 .3

GOODMAN Douglas E.W . -

O AK LEY Fo rd A 50.3

H ASS EL L Bent ley 45 .72

SU LLIVAN Packa rd 54.38

~vIeKELLAR La gonda 41.22

HAGG ITT Ben tley 43.45

BEARDSLEY Bentl ey 50.60

O \VEN Bentley D.N.F.

BAI N Bentley 45 .22

KIDD H upmobile 54.55

MA U G E R Sunbea m 43 .90

TU RNBU LL Sizairc-Naud iu 8 1.18

BAR N ES C hevrolct 63 .90

D AL E F iat 76.50

~vlcIVOR Aston M a rtin
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J. A. Bis sland, K.S.S. Velocette coming out of Blackout Bend. Winner Ra phael Jlemorial Trophy for
F.T.D.

(Pho to by B. Mich ael ) .

VINTAGE & VETERAN MOTORCYCLE NOTES by Geoff H ockley.

Born to Blush Unseen
The British journal " Mo tor Cycling"

once ran an interestin g series of articles en­
titled, if our memory serves us correc tly,
" Mo dels Which Never Reached The Public" ,
in whi ch were revealed th e behind-the-scenes
stories of promising designs which for various
reasons - economic, technical, or sometimes
a combination of both - fai led to mak e the
grade during their development periods and
were never placed on the ma rket. With the
coopera tion of th e manufacturers, th e writer
of the article un earthed from factory att ics
and cellars a nd dusty recesses of experime nta l
department s man y com pleted or partially­
completed ma chines for which high hopes
had been held but whi ch were never destin ed
to grace the floors of dealers' showroo ms.
Here were such born-to-blush-unseen models
as the first verti cal twin Triumph of 1914 ,
a n earl y in-line four-cylind er Royal Enfield,
experimenta l B.S.A. verti cal twins , and dozens

of othe rs, for few if any manufacturers have
not produced at some tim e or ano the r mach ­
ines which failed to reach expec ta tions. In
engines, too, were revealed such fascin ating
bits of machinery as the eight-va lve 250 c.e.
Rudge twin of 1930 with four radially-dis­
posed valv es per cylinder, and a 350 c.e.
J.A.P. single with desm odromic valv e gear,
which saw the light in th e nin eteen-twenti es.
It was a most interestin g series of articles,
and we wish we'd kept them for our files, in­
stea d of, as is our usual wont, loaning them
to interested parties and losing tr ack of them .
Recentl y, by a lucky combina tion of circum­
sta nces, we came across details of another
promising model wh ich unfortunatel y was
never destined to achieve fam e, and in the
hope th at our readers may be int erested in our
investigations, which began in Bluff, N.Z .,
and ended in New Jersey, D .S.A., we' ll pro­
ceed with the narrative. It ca me to pass
thusl y - we were enjoying a pow-wow with
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K eith Prenti ce from Bluff, who called in to
see us recentl y. Keith is an Indian man , as
one would expec t from his connection with
the long-d efunct firm of Davies and Pren­
tice, at one tim e p romi nent motorcycle dealers
in Invercargill and Indian agents for South­
land terr itory. Anyway, we were discussing
various models of the Red trib e and the
Prince, int roduced in 1925, was menti oned.
M any of our older read ers will recall th is
model, which was a rather uninspiring 350
c.c. side-va lve of no special virtues except
perh aps slogging ca pac ity. An o.h.v. version
was also produced in rather limited qu antities,
and this was no mean performer. One or two
were seen on N.Z. tra cks and acquitted them­
selves well. We thought we were prett y
famili ar with Indians in genera l, so when
Keith casually menti oned that the factory
had produ ced an overhea d-camshaft version
of the P rince - and th at he could produce
a photo to pr ove -it - it may be ima gined
th at we were, to say the least, intri gued. We
could hardly wait for the arrival of the ph otos
which Keith kindl y mad e available to us.
They depicted, su re enough, an o.h.c. power
un it of business-like appearance in a 1925
Prince fra me, which we knew had never been
a ca ta logued model and therefore concluded
th at it was perh aps a "o ne off" experimental
job. T o verify this we wro te th at doyen of
Ame rican antique motorcycle collectors, T ed
Hodgdon , who for some years was connec ted
with the advert ising department of the Indi an
factory in Springfield , M assachu setts. We
knew that if anyone could give us the inside
story, it would be T ed - and he didn 't dis­
appoint us. Wh en he went to work at the
factory in 1926, he told us, C. B. Franklin,
the fam ous Indian engin eer and designer, was
working on an o.h.c. engine which ( tell it not
in H all Green, Birmingham! ) was a ppa rently
based on the very successful Velocett e engine
of th e same type. In fact , T ed says, there
was actually a complete KSS Vclo dismantled
for inspect ion in the Indian engineering de­
partment ! However, the o.h.c . Ind ian unit
doesn't a ppear to grea tly resemble its British
counterpa rt and it's not impossible tha t had
the project been developed ser iously, Franklin ,
who was a brilliant engineer, might have
come up with a formidabl e rival 10 the fam­
ous "cammy" Velo. H owever , the model
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was never put int o production . It was said
that the few bu ilt (eight in all ) were to be
used in the 1930 racing season, but the pro­
ject was shelved, possibly because the United
Sta tes, in common with th e rest of th e world,
was in the grip of the great depression . The
ult ima te fate of the "camrny" Indians is un­
known , but it's probabl e that along with
man y other int eresting and historical Indian
models they met an ignominous end un der
the scra p dealers' hammers when the big
factory finally closed down after more th an
half a century of mot orcycle pr odu ction ­
just anoth er promising machine to be added
to the long list of " Mo dels which never reach­
ed the publi c". Now, it's just occurre d to us
th at another int eresting (a nd controve rsial)
a rticle, on somewhat the same lines, could
be writt en sometime. The title? " M odels
Whi ch Never Should H ave Reached The
Publi c". But we sha n' t stick our necks out on
this one !

RARE REDSKIN. The little-known overhead­
cam shaft Indian Prince of 1926. (P ho to G .H . ) .

Those Up-And-Coming Northerners!
While the now country-wide V. & V .

motorcycle hobby could perh aps be said to
hav e first spread its fledgling wings in Christ­
church (as a section of th e V.C.C. of N.Z.
anyway) and while the City of the Plain s
first int roduced that annua l fixture now so
popular in both Islands - the all-motorcy cle
rally - any of us denizens of the " Mainland"
who are sitt ing back and basking complac­
ently in the sunshine of our own achievements
had better ado pt the advice recently handed
out by a certai n august perso nage - i.e., pull
our fingers out, becau se the V. & V . motor­
cycle movement in th e North is really going
to town. T ake for instan ce the th ird annua l
N.r. Motorcycle Rally held at Mastert on on

-
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March 12. Our Intell igence Department (no
connect ion with the C .I .A.) reports this
function as being " terrific", with some ex­
tremely interestin g machi nery amo ng the
bumper entry of 27 - six Indians , six Har­
Ieys, five Douglases, th ree Ariels, two B.S.A.'s,
and one eac h Matchless, Exce lsior, T riumph,
Norton and Reading-St andard. The Norge
V. & V. Cha llenge T rophy for th e best overa ll
performan ce went to Ross Oldfield, who had
brought his beautifully finished 1924 B.S.A.
sidecar outfit from Auckland . T he Kenneth
L. Bull M emorial T rophy was aw arded to
Dave Palmer, whose immaculate 1930
Mat chless " Silver Arrow" was unanimo usly
voted "T he Machine I Would Mos t Like To
O wn" - a novel idea whi ch could well be
copied by organisers of future events. D ave
made it a double by also annexing the Vint­
age Concours Trophy with the same machine,
while the Veteran Co nco urs went to T .
H aves' 1915 Triumph sidecar outfit . Wi nner
of the Timed Run (Ve tera n Section ) was G.
M. H oward ( 19 16 Indian ) an d Andy T ho m­
son (now, where have we heard that name
befo re?) collected the Vintage Section with
his 1920 HarIey outfit. The D riving Tests
were divided into three classes - Ve tera n
Solos, V intage Solos, and Sidecar O utfits.
Alan Brehaut of T imaru, the sole S.1. repre­
senta tive a t the Rally, dem onstrat ed th at he
doesn't necessarily have to rid e a Do uglas to
figure in the a wards list by winning the
vetera n class on Glennie Hull's Reading-Stan­
dard, and B. C . Williams of Auckland scored
a double by not only winning the Vintage
section but also being awa rded the spec ial
prize for the ent ra nt riding the longest dis­
tan ce to the rall y - his 1925 H arIey clocked
397 miles. That 's keeness ! Ross Oldfield
was an other "two-time r" - as well as col­
lectin g th e premier aw ard of the day, he also
took the dri ving test for sidecars. Several of
the Mastert on Rally entra nts have been seen
in ac tion down here, including tha t G .O. j'd.
of vintage motorcycling, Jack Dickson , who
in March 1965 non ch alantly motored his
1928 H arIey aroun d th e H aast R ally (see you
there in 1972, J ack !). T he evenin g fun ct ion
maintained the da y's high standard and
comprised a dinner , ent ert ainment by a local
Cook Island group, presentation of trophies,
a film screening, and supper to top off a splen-
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didl y orga nised event . Bill Skilto n and Fred
Spencer again did the Concou rs ju dgin g- and
if anyone is better qualified for this job , we
have yet to meet him! M aureen and Gle n
Bull, Don Lain g, T ony Bru ce and other
Masterton Section membe rs saw that every ­
thing ran witho ut a hit ch - congra tulations
on a wonderful show, and we hope next year's
is twice as big ! And - pardon us for un­
stabling our pet hobb y-horse again - when,
oh when , will North and South be abl e to
comb ine in a first truly Nationa l M otorcycle
Rally?

.~ '
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POPULAR PI CK. Da ve Palmer' s 1930 Matchless
"Silver Arrow", vot ed "The Machine I would
Most Like to O WII" a t lIast ertoll .

( Pho tu co u rtesy G . lIu ll ) .

Crystal Ball Dept.
A further Intern ati on al Rally, to mark

the Club's 25th Birthday, is to be held in
Febru ary , 1972 . (Excerpt from " Beaded
Wh eels" , Septem ber, 1965 ) .

It was on a morning in February,
1972, th at we were awa kene d bv a knock on
our bedroom door and sleepily' opened our
eyes to see our old family ret iner stand ing by
the bedside. "Your Glaxo, sir", he quavered,
slopping half the conte nts of the cup in to the
saucer as he passed it. We were about to
chide him wh en we remembe red th at some
weeks previously he had insisted upon defer­
ring his retirement from our service on his
105 th birthday so th at he could attend us
on the morning of the Seco nd N .Z. Inter­
nation al Rally. " Ah, th ank you, Fotherin ga y" ,
we mu mbled . " What's the weather forecast ?"
" I regret to say, sir, that indi cati ons are th at
it may be slightly inclem ent - floods at
FairIie, gales at Gera ldine, torn adoes at T e
Ana u, whirl winds at Wan aka and qu akes at
QlIeenstown are some of the conditions whi ch
ma y be expected". "Well, well, Foth eringay" ,
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we observed optimistically, " we must console
ourselves with th e thought th at conditions
ca nnot possibly be worse th an those we ex­
perienced at M ount Coo k during the 1965
Rally - have we ever relat ed the events of
th at memorabl e night to you?" " I think I
may say that I am tolerabl y familia r with the
vicissitud es wh ich you endured sir", he re­
plied. " At a somew ha t rough estima te, I think ·
you have related th e occurrence up on approx­
imatel y one hundred and sixty-four occasions
during the past few years. H owever, sir, may
I point out that in the 1965 event you were
moun ted upon your tried and trusty old 1920
model , whereas th is time you are using this
new-fangled 1929 model whi ch - " " Come,
come, Fotheri ngay" , we int errupted irr itably,
" we are well aware th at you disapproved of
us disposing of th e old machine, but why keep
harping on the subject? After all, we only
took such a drastic step because of your con­
tinual complaints regard ing such a trivial
matter as salary a rrea rs, and because our bank
manager seems singularly unreceptive to sug­
gestions for an overdraft" . "Quite, sir", he
replied meekly. " I should not wish you to
th ink tha t I am in any way unappreciat ive
of your genero us gesture - though may I be
permitted to point out, sir, that the a rrears
which you ment ioned still do not appea r to
be forth coming". " I-I' m, you have a point
there, Fotherin gay" , we conceded. " It was a
littl e unfortun at e th at we happened to dis­
cover this othe r machin e while returning
home with the pr oceeds from th e old one.
Under the circumsta nces, we sha ll not pursue
the subject any further. Now, we are du e
at the sta rt in an hour or so - has the ma ch­
ine had its final check?" "I believe, sir, that
you will find everything fun ctioning to your
satisfac tion", he repli ed . "T he built-in hot
wat er bottle s on eac h footrest, and the exhaust
system running through the handlebars,
should ensure a comforta ble temperature for
your extremities under the most Arctic condi­
tions and the brandy cask in the sideca r is
filled to ca pac ity. If the pump which delivers
it to your tank-top bar sho uld fail , provision
has been mad e for the emergency by running
a length of tubing from the cask - you will
only need to insert the end of it in your mouth
and, er, dr aw, sir". "T hen, Foth eringay, some
of our friend s might be literally correc t when
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they inform ed us th at if we competed in this
event at our age, we'd be a sucker", we re­
mark ed . " Ho wever, we must be on our wav
- it would neve r do to be lat e for the start !;,
And kicking our steed int o life, we head ed
into the sunrise, bound for the Great Adven­
ture of 1972 - the Seco nd Ne w Zealand
Intern ational R ally.

Book Review
The fantastic popularity of the once­

despised motorcycle today in th e United
Sta tes - a country which prior to the war
probabl y numbered fewer machin es in pro­
porti on to its population than an y other
country in the world - could hardlv be
more strikingly illustrated than by the appear­
ance of such a book as Floyd Clymer's "A
Treasury of Motorcycles of the World" , Even
a few years ago it would have been difficult
to imagin e such an august publ ishing house as
McCraw-Hill being even mildly interested in
producing such a volume. But tod ay the
motorcycle has come into its own, and Author
Clymer, in the 237 pages of text and 500
ph otographs wh ich comprise this lavish
volume, has done the sport and industry
proud . No ph ase of th e movement has failed
to receive his atte ntion, though wha t will be
of most interest to the vintage motorcycle
fan are the sixty-five pages, under the sub­
head ing of " YESTERDA Y", wh ich he has
devoted to machines and events of days gone
by, and we ca n think of no-one better quali­
fied to deal with such topics. In these pages
will be found extrac ts from motorcycle jour­
nals of long ago, adv erti sement s of dozens of
long-def unct machin es of the past, rare ph oto­
gra phs of classic events of bygone years, in­
cluding the famous Dodge City annua l 300­
mile race the "Indian ap olis" of
motorcycling - ( in th e 1916 event the
author mad e his presence felt in no mean
fashion ) , th e hair-raising motord rom es of the
1909-13 period , the annua l Capistrano hill­
climb which dr ew 20,000 spec ta tors, thrills
on the dirt tracks, an d almost every other type
of activity. Man y of th e makes depicted were
never seen in New Zealan d, includin g the
almost legendary a .H.C. Cyclone. And did
you know that in 1916 you could purchase
a Hurley-D avidson eight -va lve racing mac­
hin e? - if you had $15 00 - and, even more
important only if the makers, after investiga-

•



J UNE . 1966

tion, decid ed that you could do it justice. " A
T reasury of M otorcycles" deserves a place on
any enthusiast's bookshelf, though th e some­
what high price in New Zealand bookshops
may prevent it havin g as wide a circula tion as
it merits. Our copy came by cour tesy of
th e author , to whom we wish to extend our
th anks and apprec ia tion.
We Are Flattered!

When we advertised our " O ld Faithful"
1920 Harley-Davidson in the previous issue
of "Be ad ed Wheels" , we never remotely
imagin ed th e deluge of mail which result ed
- some from would-be purch asers, some
chiding us for parting with th e old mach ine
(two or three of th ese were really sharp ),
some anxiou s to see it go int o goo d hands, and
a grca t man y inquiring if we were giving up
the hobby. W e felt deepl y flattered at the
interest taken , which seems to us to indi cat e
that the V. & V. motorcycl e movement is
very mu ch on th e ball , and we sho uld like to
assure all these goo d peopl e that the old
bike could n' t have gone to a bett er home ( it
will be seen in action a t all future Club events
and probabl y at N.!. fixtures also) and th at
as far as our person al inte rest in the ga me is
concerne d, it' s never been stronger. But with
more restorati ons comi ng up th e lift , we just
had to clear the decks a little!

WIREMU
by Geo. Woodward.

"Py K orry" , said 'Vi one day, " that par­
son blok e want me to take th e Harley to
church on Sunday".

On lookin g int o th is sta teme nt I found
th at th e local vicar, in an effort to increase
the numbers of his flock, had invited th e
local motor-cycle clu b to hold a church par­
ade complete with cycles, leather jackets,
girl-friends-in- jeans and what-have-you.

I th ought this might be rather int eresting
and I suggested to Wi th at he take his friend
H ori and both wives and famili es along in
the big H arl ey sideca r, but he sa id, "T he
Mi ssus and picaninnies gone with Hori and
M issus to Rotorua

H owever , he was prepared to coopera te
and on Sunday morning Wi proudly piloted
the H arl ey 4 int o th e church grounds with
yours truly sit t ing in solitary state in a sidecar
which could comforta bly have accommoda ted
four adul ts or two adults and six ch ildren.
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The H arley was well-kn own in th e Club
but still commanded a terrific amount of
interest amo ng th e lads wh ose idea of a big
machine was a 650 c.c. Triumph. Wi lord ed
it ove r them like a " H igh Pri est of Cub ic
Ce ntime tres" deal ing with a cong regation of
millimetres.

T he Vicar moved among th e machines
and cha tte d to the riders and passengers. I
saw Wi swell like a pouting pigeon when he
said, "That's a big ma chine and very well
kept" .

After a cup of tea and a cha t we all went
in to the church for th e morning service a nd
Wi, wh o was not a regular churchgoer, had to
rely on me for the "form".

The hymns were well known ones and
I heard Wi pu tting in a nice M aori tenor to
some of th em . T he vicar preached a rattling
good sermo n whi ch was topical and well
received

During th e last hymn the collection was
taken up and following my exa mple Wi put
a sh illing in the offerto ry bag.

Later wh en we were having a qu iet
glass out of th e half gallon jar he said to me,
"That parson, Boss, he th e plu rry goo d bloke,
but, Py Korry, he didn't say who won th e
bob-in" .

Restoration and Maintenance Ideas
( 1 ) T o clea n th e underside of cars use

a tapered wire wh eel brush for th e wheels
and running gea r. Saturate in Lux liquid
det ergent and poke into all the awkward
corners then hose off. For flat su rfaces use
a piece of towelling simila rly satu ra ted smear
all ove r an d hose off.

(2) Often old well base wheels have
the bead s closer together th an desirable with
tyres availa ble tod ay. Cut a liner from an
old tube making a hole for the va lve where
th e old valve was cut out. For 5 :25, 5 :50 tyres
this liner needs to be at least 5 to 6 inches
wide and be tu cked well up th e side of the
tyre wall. Wh at is left ove r from th e old
tube makes an excellent spare wh eel cove r.

(3) For 20/60 Vauxh all owners. Hum­
ber 80 pistons turned down fro m 3in will fit.
The relati onship of gudgeon to cro wn is O. K .
Leave the 4th (se ra per) ring off for the first
5 to 7,000 miles as with a long stro ke eng ine
th e rin g in th e skirt causes th e pistons to run
too dry.
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NATIONAL RALLY WELLINGTON EASTER 1966
Cars takin g part in the Nati on al R ally

started to arrive in Wellington on Thursday
and Friday, 7th and 8th April. The Hutt
Park Racecourse was used as the Rally He ad­
quarters and by Friday evening practically
all the hundred odd Com petitors had report­
ed there and were preparing for their week­
end in th e Capita l C ity. As ca rs and crews
came from all corne rs of New Zealand, many
old friendships were renewed and it was soon
very obv ious th at man y new friendships were
going to be mad e.

Once the Organisers had decided ' rather
ambitiously it seemed, to give a full day's
competitive motoring on the Easter Sa tur day,
that is a T rial of a pprox imately 120 miles, a
Hill Climb, a Sprint and seve ral dri ving tests
and a Questionnaire, they felt that it would
be advantageous to hav e every available help­
er from Wellingt on Bran ch so that no Com­
petitors from th e Wellington area were allow­
ed to enter for the R ally. H owever , two Wel­
1ington cars were ente red, the H otchkiss
driven by Brian Brown and the 4 Y2-litre
Bentley driv en by Andrew Anderson , both
from Canterbu ry Bran ch .

The first car left the Racecourse prompt­
ly at 8.0 a.m. on th e Sa tur day morning - all
the othe r vehicl es leaving at 1 minute inter­
vals. The first exerc ise was to have each
vehicle weighed in Petone as it was essential
to have th e correct weight of each vehicle for
the Hill C limb formula. Afte r this, the
Co mpetitors proceeded th rou gh th e Hutt arid
on to the Western Hutt Road, over the H ay­
wards H ill a nd continued on until they reach­
ed the Hill C limb venue on the Pau at ah anui
side of the old Paekakariki Hill Road . O wing
to a small techn icality, it was not possible to
completely close th is roa d to traffic and it
meant th at a certa in amo unt of tim e was lost
a t th e Hill Climb venue. H owever , most of
the Compe titors drove in quite a spirited
manner and Dave H all 's 2.3 Alfa Rom eo went
very nicely through the corners and it was
wonderful to see this fam ous ca r bei ng driven
in a competitive event once aga in. (This is
the Birkin-Howe ca r that in long chassis form
won th e 1931 Le M ans 24-ho ur rac e and a
full road test and histori cal report on this car

will be printed in a la ter issue of " Beaded
Wheels" ) .

Upon reaching th e Summit of th e Pae­
kakariki Hill , compet itors motored down to
McKay's Crosing to the secon d driving test
of the day and at this poin t were given a
Questionnair e whi ch had to be com pleted and
handed in at Levin. O ne more driving test
was held at O taki , and then on to Levin
where ca rs did a "Lap of H onou r" around
the Cycle T rack and then down on to the
centre green for a sho rt driving test , and were
then park ed away for Public In spection whil e
the competitors had a well-earned lun ch abl y
pr epar ed by Ivan Benge and his ca pa ble
team.

After lun ch competito rs left the Levin
Domain to com plete the final dri ving test
of the day at Manakau , from Mana ka u down
to the O ta ki Go rge Road where a sta nding
y.} -mile Sprint was held. T his venue proved
to be highl y successful and th e cars were
run through the Sprint with very littl e fuss
and both er an d once again Dave H all and
his Alfa turned on a good performan ce with
20.89 seconds. Brian Wyeherley driving his
lovely old 30/98 Vauxhall showed the Bent­
ley boys th at when it comes to low end tor­
que, they are not quite in the hunt!! It is
quite am azing how a Sprint can bring out
the competitive spirit in drivers and some
quite remarkab le sights were seen when Bull­
nosed M orri s' and other small motorcars
(not forgetting the motor-cycles) , left th e
start line in a very determin ed manner.

From the sprint venue, compet itors join­
ed th e M ain South Road at Te H oro and
motored down to Waikan ae where they cross­
ed the railway line a nd proceeded over the
windy and very picturesque Akatarawas to
Upper Hutt and then on th rou gh Lower Hutt
to the Racecourse.

For the competitors, th at was the end
of th e day's serio us motoring an d after a sub­
sta ntial meal , most of the visitors releaxed at
the Social and Dan ce whi ch was held at th e
St . Bern ard 's Co llege H all. R ay Ivin and
Bill Delan ey had gone to a lot of trouble to
suit ably decorate the H all and plenty of en­
tertainment was bolstered up by an excellent
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supper. Shortly after mid night th e weather
whi ch had been rather dull and unpleasant
in Wellingt on all day took a tu rn for th e worse
and heavy rain continued for some hours.
This did not however dampen th e spirits
of the revelers an d from the social th ey dis­
persed in gro ups, some going on to lat e-lat e
sho ws. One of th ese tu rned out to be high­
lighted by a very exclu sive dance whic h would
have put the artist amongst the high est paid
performers a t one of Wellington's local str ip
shows.

Contrary to all expec ta tions, Sun day
dawned bright and sunny, although a littl e
chilly first thing. At 9 .0 a.m. th e vehicles
left Hutt Park at Y;-m inute int ervals and
proceeded to Wellington for a Scenic Drive
aro und th e waterfront to H oughton Bay wh ere
th e tim ed section ' commenced and th en pro­
ceeded through Brooklyn, Kelburn , Vl ades­
town th rou gh to J ohnsonville, th en on to
Paremata, over the Haywards to th e Tren­
tham Racecourse. This is a lovely spot where
cars were park ed according to th eir concours
order an d then th e compet itors were left
free to en joy a pleasa nt lun cheon and then
wander around and casually enjoy each
othe r's co mpany and cars for the rest of the
afte rnoon.

Concours was on an optional bas is and
it meant a very high standard of ent ra nt
being judged in some cases for his contribution
towards th e team prize poin ts.

As th e sun started to set, competitors
moved back to Low er Hutt and prep ar ed
themselves for the Final Dinner and Prize­
giving. Aft er an excellent d inn er , some sho rt
speec hes were opened by Mr D . ]. Ca rroll,
Shell Company ' Manager for Wellington ,
wh o also very kindly ac ted as official sta rte r
for th e cars on the Saturday tri al. Mr C ar­
roll's speec h was repli ed to by M I' And rew
Anderson in his capac ity as President of the
V .C .C., New Zealand, and bo th Mr Ander­
son and M r A. K. 'Vright, Club Capta in of
the V.C .C ., Ne w Zealand, mad e menti on of
th e ea rly pion eer events that were held in and
around Wellington during the 1946 to 1951
era . M r Wri ght went on to say that it was
int erestin g to record th at th c Saturday tri al
had passed over histori cal groun d in th e form
of what used to be th e Paekakarik i H ill Cl imb .
This Climb used to incorpor a te th e full
2 Yl miles of th e Paekakariki to Pau atah anui
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side of th e hill and it is interes ting to no te
that two of th e vehicles which had run in the
National Rally had ac tua lly competed at Pae­
kakariki in days gone by. These were the
Wycherley 30 /98 in those days owned and
driven by Ken H em us of Auckland , and the
H otchk iss.

Mrs J ean W right , wife of Ken, presented
th e Main T rophies to the followin g :

Concours:
Motor Cycle - Mr L. T ownshend, 1926
H arley Davi dson.
Ve teran Car - M r D . P . M anhart ,

Hurtu .
V int age Car - Mr P . D . T opli ss, 1926
M orris Cowley.
P .V.V. - Mr G . R . Beetham, 1934

Bentl ey.
Class Winners:

Class I .-Mr 1. T. Barnes, 1910 Tri­
umph ; Mr D. Sha nd, 1924 Doug­
las.

Class 2.-Mr L. J on es, 1914 Morris
O xford ; M I' J. Loughnan, 1914
F.N.

Class 3 .- M r A. W . J ones, 191 7 G ra n t;
Mr G. J elfs, 1915 Ford T.

Class 4.-Mr R. E. Duckwort h, 1922
Fiat 50 15; M r R. Scot t, 1923 Fiat
50 1S.

C lass 5 .-Mr A. K. W right, 1924 Alvis
12/40 ; M r R . Osgood, 1924 Aus­
tin 12/4 .

Class 6.-Mr D . R . Bowman , 3 Litre
1928 Bentley; M I' G . Owen, 3
Litre 1926 Bentley.

Class 7.- M r T . J. Bear, 1930 Franklin ;
Mr ]. Bayley, 1930 Franklin .

Class 8.- M r G. R . Beeth am , 1934 Bent­
ley ; M I' R . Port er, 1935 S.S. I .

SPECIAL AWARDS:
Hard Luck Trophy-

Th is T rophy was deservedl y won by
Ru ssell Cross of Timaru riding his 1918
Excelsior M otor Cycle, who had a double
amo unt of ba d luck which put him well in
front.

Fiat Trophy -
Presented by Mr H ackett of O lympic

M otors, th e Lower Hutt Fia t Agen ts, for the
best prepar ed Fiat compet ing in the National
R ally. Winner - ;v1r ]. H . William son ,
1922 Fiat 50 1.



Camera Review

----

Moto r cycli st s a t re st.

D. P. Manhart, Christchurch, won the veteran
concours.

1931 Alfa Romeo supercha rged 8 cyl, 2,336 C.C.
spor t -racer of D. Hall, Huntly, It clocked

fa stest time in th e -}-mile sprint.



Two almost identical Fiats 501 were placed 1st and 2nd in their trial class. R. E. Duckworth, Christ.
church, was winner and R. B. Scott, Christchurch, second.

--

D. Mcl.eod, Invercargill, prepares his 1925 T for
the concours.

1913 Wolseley Landaulet (complete with speaking
tube) was driven down from Hamilton by S. T.

Nolan,
(Photos by cou rtesy R . Port er ).
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Furtherest Distance Driven - (Branch
Award ) .

Winner - Aucklan d Branch .

Montagu Trophy­
( M otor Cycle Award ).

Presen ted by Lord Montagu to be used
in Club Co mpetitions, and it was decided that
it wou ld be presented on spec ific occasions
for the tot al agg regate points gained by a
Motor Cycle . Winner - Mr L. Townshend,
1926 H arl ey Davidson.

Complaints Prize .-
M r E. Daunt, our Complain ts Officer,

had a hard job deciding who sho uld win this
special prize , as with his special system of
clipping each competitor's complaint cards
according to their seriousness, some fairly
high scores were recorded . H owever, a gen­
tleman dri ving a very large Packard won by
quite a comforta ble margin whilst two lad y
competitors driving an Austin 12/4 came a
close second with their complain ts neatly
typed and handed in at the appropriate
tim e.

Maxwell Trophy -
Presented by Cha rles M axwell for In­

ter-Branch T eam Competiti on.
It was very gratifying to ha ve each

Bran ch of th e Vintage Car Club well repre­
sented at th e Rally an d no doubt with the
closeness of the total poin ts gained by three
Bran ches, it was obviously taken quite ser­
iously.

Winner - Auckland Branch.

Fastest Time - Sprint
Mr D. Hall , 1931 Alfa Romeo 2.3.
After the main prizes had been given

out, each com petitor received a Bronze
Plaque and at least one photograph of thei r
vehicle tak en during the Rally. The rest
of th e evening was spent in wa tching a film
produced by the Nation al Film U nit on Wel­
lington , and also the 1965 Internati on al Rally
Film which after supper was a nice way of
winding up the evening's ente rta inment.

It was felt by the H ost Bran ch th at by
an d la rge the Rally has been a grea t success
and it takes the opport unity of tha nking all
those Club M embers who entered and com­
peted, an d wishes them good Vintage M otor­
ing for the fut ure.
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The Chief Rally Officers were:
Co-ord ina tor- M r R . L. Southwa rd.
Time T ria l and Chief Ma rshall-Mr M.

J. Poynton .
Public Rclati ons- Mr W. Johnston.
Secretary-M r J. Elworthy ,
T reas urer-M r R . Boswell.
Co nco urs- M r M . S. D ickens.
Hill Climb and Sprint-Mr A. A. Dray.
Driving T ests-Mr C. M axwell.
Light Repairs-Mr M. Warner.
Shipping and Programme-Mr J. Dran s-

field .
Results-s-Mr P. Tucker and Mr 1\'1.

Fern er.
Accommodation and Complaints-:\I r
E. Daunt.
Catering-M r I. Bengc.
Entert ainment-Mr R . Ivin,
M. C. Social-M I' E. M. Delan y.
First Aid-Mr B. Benge.
M ovement-Mr C. W . Dray.

WELLINGTON BRANCH NOTES
by Ken Wilkinson.

O f course th e highli gh t of our recent activit ies
has been T he Na tiona l Rall y at Ea ster. All of ou r
me mbers who assiste d in orga nizing and running the
Rall y now know what has to be done behind scenes,
and th is knowledge will enable them to ap p reciate
even more and ge t mo re enjoy ment in thei r future
rallying.

At ou r recent mee tings we heard th e history
of Roy Southwa rd 's 1913 M aud sley. T his was
pa rtic ula rly int erest ing as he has the cor responde nce
deal ing with the ca r between the makers and its
origina l Well ington purchaser.

Also T cd Daunt has once aga in instructed and
at the same tim e ente rta ined us by showing us his
progress on the 1926 Alvis, 12/ 50. T his will be
another worthwhile restorati on and we will have a
very strong Alvis contingent in thc club when th is
car is road worthy.

Some recent acquisit ions by club mem bers have
been a 1912 Sta r T ourer by the j ones' family of
Feat herstone, a 1912/1 3 or it might even be a 1908
M odcl B.B. Minerva has been dug up, yes literall y,
by Mart in Fe rne r. This is a -l-ry l. sleeve valve,
4-litre job. Mik e Poynt on has acquired a 1934 T al­
bot i 5 in very good origina l condi tion from Chr ist­
church.

O ur Wairarapa membe rs organized the No rth
Islan d Mot or Cycle Rall y wh ich was held at M as­
terton on Sa tu rday, March 12th. T wenty-fou r
machines took part and F red Spencer and Bill
Skilton who ju dge d the concours had a difficult job
owi ng to the improvement in restorat ions. T he
30 mi le run was followed by d riving tests an d at
the di nner Mr S. Robinson presented tro phies and
prizes.

•
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R eminiscences - 1900

EARLY MOTORING IN
MARLBOROUGH
By RON OSGOOD

In th e ea rly da ys before the motor- car,
the only mean s of travel was by horse-back or
horse and trap (exclud ing trains ). The aver­
age wage was about £2 a week and in most
cases large families had to be brought up on
this. It was obv ious therefore that on ly very
well-to-d o people were able to afford the
luxury of a horse and trap . As with cars
the term trap covered a vari ety of vehicles.
There were waggonettes, dog ca rts, buggies,
sulkies, cabs, etc., the taxi repl aced the cab
and hansom cab. Drags and coaches, bus
work , whil e heavy work was done with heavy
waggons and drays. I well remember the
coaches leaving the Post Office for Nelson ,
Wairau Valley, M olesworth and K aikoura .
There were seve ra l changes of horses on the
routes, to keep up a fast service.

Father was a coachbuilde r and wheel­
wright by trade, having served his apprentice­
ship with H olm es and Lan e. H e was also a
good blac ksmith and painter as all these
trad es were carried out in the same premises
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wh ere he worked . Wh eth er he served his
time with T om Patchett who was blacksmith
there I never knew. When I was a sma ll boy
I used to help him with welding a nd tyrin g
wheels. Both these operations called for
th e ut most speed. I would be sworn at for
being too slow and wou ld be thinking of
other things as I trod on hot pieces of iron
with bare feet and dodged sparks on my bare
legs from the anv il.

Father used to get hold of old tr aps th at
had been smas hed up through horses boltin g
and fix them up . A new wheel for in­
stan ce. The felloes would be steamed and
bent to sha pe, the hub turned up in the lathe,
the bearing in the hub known as th e box
would be driv en in with sacking round it, then
iron bands would be shrunk over the ends
white hot , then the lot would be plunged into
cold wat er. The spokes would th en be mad e
with tools that are now obsolete, the draw
knife and spoke sha ve, there was also a spec ial
tool which was adjustable for cutt ing the
tenons on the felloe end of the spoke, th e
felloes would then be bored with an auge r.
Father would work out the distances between
th e felloe and hu b with a carpenter's pencil
on a piece of board, mumble a few figures to
himself in a few minutes. Then we would

•

Th e Fod en Stea m Lorry about 1901.
( Pho i« by R . O sgood ) .
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have to mortice the holes in the hub with
a Y2-inch chisel and mall et, and heaven help
us if we made a mistake. The wheel would
then be put togeth er, the tyre was welded
about two inches smaller than the wheel, a
fire would be lit all round th e iron tyre, then
when it was about straw colour it would be
drawn from the fire and stretched over the
wheel with special dogs and sledge-ha mmers .

At this stage the wooden felloes would
be blazing furiously , once the tyre was in
place, bu ckets of wat er would be poured over
it till it cooled down . The tyre would shrink
back to its original size and the wheel would
be read y for several year's service, till the
tyre wor e out or th e woodwork rott ed away.

I never served my time as a eoac hbuilder,
but I learned enough from fath er about the
trade to help me in lat er years. The bodies
on the early ca rs were very primative and
simple to build, when you know how, and I
have built severa l truck bodies, cabs, and
tr ailers, in a professional way, thanks to the
knowled ge acquired whilst helpin g my father,
even though interest at the tim e was not
stro ng.

About this period ( 1909) there were
only about a dozen cars here. Bert and Len
Home. bou ght a couple of 8-10 h.p. Renaults ;
these were twin cylinde r cars, and were very
reliable . Bert had a white ca r with gold lines
to match th e brasswork . He also was a one
a rmed driver having had his arm cut off in
a chaff-cutte r accident. I often wondered
how he drove but he alw ays managed all
right and drove for man y years.

Len 's car was painted green , these were
th e only Renaults here for many years till
the Dairy Factory at Riverlands bought a
5-ton tru ck for cream collecting about 14
years later.

Next Clouston s, who were McCormaek
Deering agents imported two International
motor buggies one a two-seat er was sold to
Dalgety's, I saw very little of this ca r, but I
rememb er the lat e Norman Moore trying it
out up Springlands when th e engine caught
fire, and Norman running into Saul's store,
and coming out with a bu cket of water, lift­
ing up the lid a t the back and pouring it over
the engin e. I liked these cars with their
high trap wheels as the y could go th rough
deep rivers where the othe r cars could not.
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About this time ]im Benning bought an
Intern ati onal tru ck about Y2 -ton. This had
the usual coa l scuttle bonnet like the Renault,
had solid tyres, the rea r driv e was by side
cha ins. This truck ran for many years and
ga ve wond erful service.

Anoth er addition was Mr ]. Scott's new
Alldays and Onion van. This was a 4-cylin­
der with pneumati c tyres on the front and
solids on the rear wheels which were also
driv en by side chains. One feature on this
van was a beautiful polished brass siren about
8 inches in diameter. It was driven off the
flywheel with a rubber pulley off a sewing
ma chine spool winder. The wail of this siren
could be heard all over the town . T his
van was driven by Mr Fifield who had recent­
ly arrived from England and sometimes he
would pull up and give us a ride to school.
Also the Andrew's brothers, sons of the found­
er of Andrews and Beavens of Christchurch ,
had a two seat er Clement Bayard each, they
had farms at Seddon and Ward .

In cidentl y Mr Dick Wo oding, a farmer
of Ward who married one of the dau ght ers of
Mr Andrews bought the Internati onal motor
buggy and had it for man y years. It was
for sale in 1914 for £80, bu t was not sold .
Father nearl y bought it, but was afra id we
boys would have thrashed it to pieces, perhaps
he was right, as we were a bit wild then . By
this tim e cars were getting faster, no longer
could we run and ca tch up and han g on the
back. We could tell most cars by the sound
of the exhaust, like the aids, with its chug,
chug, then the Rover with its higher speed
engine. The Alldays, Darracq, Argyll,
Renaults with the ker chug, ker chug, of their
90 degree firin g order 2-cyl engines.

It was about this tim e also that Bill
Cates disposed of his "Foden" stea m waggon ,
as it was a bit unpopular crashing through
bridges and culverts wh ere there were no
fords, being very heavy and slow . Bill now
entered a new field. He had an int erest in a
couple of T hornyc roft London buses owned
by Mr Osca r Lindstrom . One was a single
decker and the other was a doubl e decker
with a spira l sta ircase at the ba ck. They
had a rtillery wheels with iron tyres with du al
iron at the rea r. As far as I can remember
they had an open differential with single
roller cha in driv e. Thev were used to ca rrv, ,

•
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passengers to the A & P Show, but as far as I
remember this was the only wo rk th ey did .
The eng ine was sta rted on benzine and th en
switc hed over to kerosen e. There was some
talk from a man now deceased th at th ey
ca me from Rotorua. Perhaps some of our
readers can give some informati on about
th em . I believe d ifferent size wheels were
fitted up setting th e gea ring as th ey were never
used again and yea rs after whi le togeth er
in a paddock in W arwick Stree t they ca ught

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

The Veteran Car C lub of Australia (V ic­
toria ) is organising an In ternation al Rally at
Albury, N .S.W ., Australia , from th e 1st to
8th April, 1967, for veteran and vintage auto­
mobiles and motor cycles.

It is expec ted th a t ove r two hundred
entries will be received from all Clubs, this of
course does not include Clu b members wh o
do not have veteran or vintage veh icles and
wish to enter in th eir modern vehicle for
th e same fee.

The Rally will consist of five da ys of
rallies to ca ter for all types of vehicles includ­
ing single, twin and small cylinde r ca rs.

The entrants will be expected to report
to Albury by Sunday afternoon th e 2nd April
in time for a genera l briefing .

Steps are bein g taken to obta in a suit­
able sponsor to assist to defray costs for en­
tr ants in orde r to make this R ally as inexpen­
sive as possible.

The entry fee will be $ 10 ( ten dollars )
Australian.

Sho uld an y of your members be int er­
ested th en en try forms will be available from
the R ally Di rector -

Mr T. C. M cM an amny,
28a Will iam Street,
Frankston , Vict ori a ,
AUSTRALIA.

ENTRIES CLOSE : 1st Febr ua ry, 1967.

I would be only too pleased to arrange
acc ommodation for any of your members
wh o may be touring Au str alia at that time
wh o would ca re to a tte nd and extend our
hospitality.

Yours faithfully,
Ve teran Car Club 01 Australia ( V ie.)
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fire and were destroved . One truck was
made from th e tw o b'ut was un successful as
it had no pow er and like most proj ects of
th e period finished up in a claim for damages
in th e Supreme Co urt here. This was about
1920 afte r Bill's tim e. Bill Cates was our
pioneer motorist and was a traction eng ine
and saw m ill ow ne r, but Bill's grea test ven­
ture was to come .

( to be contin ued)

P.V.V. NOTES
- John Hearne,

H aving been given th e job of Post Vint­
age Secret a ry of the Au ckland Branch to foster
the interests of members owning Post Vintage
veh icles, I have dec ide d to write th ese notes
wh ich sho uld be of interest to members
th rou gh ou t th e country.

R estora tion of Post V intage ca rs and
othe r vehicles has reallv flourished in the
No rth over the last few months, giving prom ­
ise of some fin e machines coming forward
in th e very near future. Our Club Sec retarv
H arold Kidd , has begun restoration of th~
ex-C linka rd 1932 Alvis Sp eed 20, once a
very potent car whi ch figured well in hill­
climbs and beach rac ing shortly after th e War.
H e is also undertaking an ext ensive ove rhaul
on his Talbot 110 Sports Saloon. J ohn Stan­
ley, cur rently restoring a 14/40 D.I . Delage,
has completed an eng ine overhaul on his
Park ',\1a rd bodi ed 1939 Triumph Dolomite
6, whil e his brother Dick, just back from
Austra lia, will soon have his rare Ril ey Lynx
Sprite motoring aga in. Ne w members Ted
Willson and Don Willi ams a re restorin g an
ea rly S.S.! I and a 1935 Riley 12/4 K estrel
respec tively. Wallace M eN air has ju st obta in­
ed an origina l-co ndition Riley Kestrel Sprite
whi ch has needed only de-cobwebbing virtua l­
ly to ac hieve its pristine glamour. Ri chard
Co ughlan is another Ril ey restorer , and h.i­
recently commenced work on a 1935 K est n -!
9.

T he M. G. camp is pretty activ e too.
Brothers J ohn and J eff Chapple are work ing
steadi ly away at 1932 F and J2 cars . W arren
J ohansen, one of our oldest ( i.e. ea rliest )
members, has a magnifi cent SA tourer ; Fred
Webb is restoring an NA and Dennis M ilne
a PA.

-
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Wolseley H ornet Spe cials seem to con­
gregate in Au ckland for retirement. I ha ve
a Swallow, Bill Dunsmore is restoring a Tick­
ford E.\\' . and anothe r E.W. has just turned
up. Mi ch ael Rose is well on with a Darracq­
bodied T alb ot 95, with a 1937 A.C. drop­
head next on th e list.

Indeed , Auckland is rea lly thriving with
Post Vintage activity. M an y restorers, in­
cluding some of those mentioned above, are
not yet in the Club, but all are being wat ched,
encouraged, assisted where possible, and in­
doctrinated with V. & V. precepts . There arc
many more ca rs th an I have mentioned ,
am ong them examples of Pierce-Arrow
( M auricc H endry), R ailton, Singer Le Mans,
Alvis (Rodney Davy ) etc., and there are
many more ca rs available, so man y, and of
such qu ality th at it would be man y years
before it would be necessary to turn to th e
reductio ad absurdum Ford Y, so beloved of
critics of the P.V.V.

So mu ch for my back ya rd, but interest
in P.V.V.'s is spring ing up spontaneously
right through the length and breadth of the
country, in my experience. On a recent
excurs ion to T aranaki and their very success­
ful Maunga Moan a Rally, I was pleased to
see a fine m uster of Post Vi nt age entran ts.
There was Alan Wells' superlatively restored
Riley Blue Strea k K estrel, Miss T ownsend
who comme nced the trip in her Riley Lynx
Sprite and lat er swapped to her Kestrel ,
George Gibbs from Taihape with his very
fine 3Y2 Bentley, Keith Kircher with his
M.G. VA tourer, and Geoff Power in his
smart Alvis Speed 25 Spor ts Sa loon which
kept my Railton company marshallin g on the
Haa st. While in New Plym outh I was taken
by local member George Bognuda to his
home where he is conducting an excellen t
restoration on a 1935 stra ight eight Brough
Superior D.H.C. (pro ba bly the only 8 cyl.
Brough in th e country).

Aga in, on a recent visit to Hawke's Bay,
I was fortunat e enough to look over the
sta ble of Peter Russell of Waipukarau which,
besides his elegant V in tage machinery
(Anzani-engined Frazer Nas h and 4Y2 litre
low chassis In victa ) includes a 1937 2-litre
Aston Martin D.H.C . on which he is cur ­
rentl y wor king . Waik at o member, and re­
doubtable restorer , Bruce Catchpo le, is near­
ing complet ion with a 8 iO Cord.
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I regret being able only to report on
progress of vehicles in Au ckland and rally­
distan ce away, but I would welcom e news of
cars of mem bers from othe r centres. There
is a stro ng possibility of a P.V. V . Rally being
orga nized on a Nati onal basis and I would
therefore be most interested to get some
reaction on this sub ject from P.V. V. owne rs
of, not only cars, by the way, but motor-cycles
and commercials. Please write to me cj ­
r .o. Box 3382, Auckland .

TARANAKI BRANCH NOTES
- Ian Howell.

T he 3rd Annua l Maun ga-M oan a Rall y was held
over Anzac weekend , mo re spe cifica lly on th e Sun­
dav, Without a doubt it was our most succe ssful
rafl y to dat e, with 54 entries.

O f the 54, 17 entries were from th e host club.
In add ition of course were seen severa l locals wi th­
out vin tage machin ery.

I t is a pi ty th ere were only two motorbik es
entered. \ 'Ve certa inlv have more than two in this
Branch. T . Kearns 'and R . Ziarno eac h entered
Douglas motor bikes; 1924 and 1928 respectively.
( My ap ologies, [ hav e ju st discovered anothe r- G .
Ligh t ridi ng his 1928 Norton ) .

O f the ca rs, C. Payne and W. Ashman eac h
drove Hudsons, 1925 and '28 respectiv ely; R . C la rk
and T . Dodunski, one Chev ro let tourer eac h, '25 and
'26 respectively ; Morr is Motors was represen ted by
W. Co nno r's 1925 and T . Thorn c's 1927, both
Co wleys. ( 1927 ex C. Payn e ) .

Other makes included Ford T ( E. Hodges ) ,
Essex ( F. Stevenson ) , Packard (J . With ers ) , O lds­
mobile ( M. Brad ford ) , Alvis ( 1937, G. Power ) ,
Austin 7 ( I. Lud eman ) , Ben tley ( D. Bowm an ), and
last but not least H . Findlay's 1939 Rolls-R oyce.

Congra tula tions J oh n Withers on your winn ing
driv e. T he score shee t showed you to be most con­
sistent throughout the day.

Co ngra tu la tions a lso to K en Wri ght and Alan
Robert s, 2nd and 3rd respec tively. P. Wood took
the honours in the Motor cycle section, and G. Light
was 2nd .

T he Taranaki Bran ch grea tly apprec ia tes th e
generous gesture mad e by Powerh arn Petrol Sta tion
in spo nsoring this rall y and in prov idi ng sufficient
free petrol for the run.

Saturday, Febru ary 19th was a grea t day for
residen ts of Pio Pio (situa ted somewhere nea r T c
Ku it i, sorry I can' t be mor e exp licit ) , because the
august mem bers of the Pio Pio Bat hs Co mmi ttee in­
vited our Bran ch to pa rti cip a te in a Ga la day organ­
ised to ra ise fund s to bui ld a swimm ing pool a t the
local schoo l.

Unfortunatel y only five ca rs wer e able to make
it, and these five were certa inly a mix ed bun ch . A
large Hudson, Austin 7, S.S . J aguar, Ford T , and
a 1925 Dermis Fire Engine were to be seen motoring
nort h.
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The sa me fir e eng ine m ot ored ro und th e Inter­
nationa l Rall y under th e tender ca re o f two ladies.

Vo lunt eer fireman Cast le wa s kep t bu sy ru sh­
ing round Pia Pi o, siren go ing fu ll bla st , looking
for im aginal)' bu sh fir es, foll ow ed of course by
hord es o f youngsters.

The one point on whi ch a ll ag ree d was th a t
the weekend wa s m ost enjoya ble a nd th a t th ere
sho u ld be more o f it. Perhaps a round tr ip throu gh
Ohura would be worthwhil e.

R oyce Kitney and Bill Sh a nn on took off south
during March and ca me hom e wagging th eir tai ls
with glee.

M ax Ol sson a nd G eorge L ight, our sta lwa rt
m otorcycl e enthusias ts, partook o f th e N .I. M ot or­
cycle R all y a t Mastcr ton . O nc e ag a in m y memory
slips - Trevor and J an et . K earns wer e a lso th er e
with Dou glas. G eorge Light had hi s No rto n a nd
apart from so me tyre trouble th er e wer e no m is­
ha ps.

Davc Bowman has been reunited with hi s
Bentley a fte r th e la t ter 's en fo rced stay in C h rist­
church, with minor tr oubles aft er th e annual Bentley
Rally. The reun ion took p la ce a t W an ganui 's
Burma, a nd was not w ith ou t dram a .

La st ly, so me goss ip . Co lin Kirkby ha s re­
linquish ed ownersh ip o f his S unbea m . New ow ne r,
Fred C ox .
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H on . Secr et ary , D es M oore, ha s acquired a
ni ce M od el A road st er. This in a dd ition to hi s
beh emoth Pa ckard .

1'.S.-We of T a ra na ki not ed with g rea t int er­
est th e cla r ion ca lls issui ng forth from a trumpet er
exiled in Dunedin ( D ec. issue ) . Lou d was their
ca ll, but dim th eir light.

BU Y N .Z . - BUY K APU NI.
MAUNGA·MOANA - Ta ranak i's T hi rd A nnual

R ally,
The climax to seve ra l months o f hard work bv

th e T aranaki Bran ch co m m ittee (a nd a lso th ose not
on th e co m m it tee but cnvc iglcd int o a job ) ca me
on Su nday, Ap ril 24 th, with a re co rd entry of 5~

ca rs a nd m'hikcs taking part in a 130 mi le " rou nd ­
the-mo un tai n" tri al.

A tri al , yo u say?
W ell , only in nam e. A pa rt from a few check

po int s h er e a nd th er e, a nd so me int e resting qu iz
shee ts , th e run wa s de lightfully in fo rma l a nd relax ­
ed .

The resp on se sh own by th e public , both in
th e main towns a nd in a ll the sma ll co m m u ni t ies,
was remarkable.

In th e mo rni ng h undred s o f spec ta to rs ga thered
at th e Powdcrh am Pet rol Station tryi ng to ga in a
view o f the ca rs. In fa ct th ev tri ed so hard th at
th e drivers had a diffi cult tim'e refu elling a nd re­
ce iving ins truc tions.

W elding, cu tting and
a ll ied processes h ave
co me to be a n integ­
ral pa rt o f ou r co un­
try's industria l lif e.

U nti l th e ad ven t of
welding such meth od s
as r iveting a nd bo lt­
ing had been th e
p rin cipal means o f
joining one met a l to
ano the r.

Pion eering thi s fie ld
Industrial Gases have
been keep a b reast o f
a ll pra cti cal and
scien tific d eve lop­
m ents overseas givin g
a sound basis for th e
co nsisten tly hi gh
q uali ty eq uipme n t
th ey sup ply .

From ahumble beginning
A C om p le te W elding Se rv ice from O ne Sou rce of Su p p ly

- ----- -------
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U pon reac hing Pun garehu th c ca rs rej oin ed th e
ma in costa l highway, and from therc to th e lunch
stop a t Kap onga, some 28 miles in di stan ce, th e
d rive gave one the feclin g tha t some ho w the en­
thu siasti c rece p tio n bein g acco rde d the ca rs would
have done ju sti ce to a Royal T our.

Peopl e were sca tt ered in sma ll g roups a ll the
way, having come down the side road s from their
farm s, or out of the Dai ry Fa ctori es and houses
a long th e roads ide. All wa nted to see th e cars,
even if only bri efly.

3000 people converged on th e Kap onga Do­
ma in, certai nly the largest crowd seen there for
yea rs, and for th ree hours the y wat ched the ca rs
be ing put through tests - pa rking, reversing,
ga rag ing, wiggle-woggle , a mo ng others. All orga n­
ised by the Ka ponga Scout s and G uides .

In cident all y, perh aps th e most amusing test
was the m'bikc ball oon-bu stin g contes t. Aftcr ten
hecti c minut es Auc klander ' V. Barna rd on his
191+ T riumph was decla red th e winn er , having
a ttac hed to his m 'bik c the sole unbroken ba lloon.
Rather an ac hieveme nt I would say, aft er see ing
eight large mac hines chas ing the sma lles t, and
oldest, m 'bikc ar ound the arena .

Meanwhile back in New Plym outh there re­
mained an ai r of excited anticipa tion, with the
result tha t by + p.m. tw ice the number of peopl e,
as had bee n the re that morning, we re gat he red a t
the fini sh by th e a foresaid Pet rol Sta tion.

By the time th e first car fini shed around
+.30 the crowd was massed 5-6 deep for seve ra l
hundred ya rds a long Powd erharn Street , leaving
only eno ugh roo m for the ca rs to pass .

Accord ing to th e local papers, an d also to
severa l peopl e I talk ed with, th ere were nearl y as
many who missed th e ca rs, beca use they assume d,
wrongly, the route was via the main highway.

T he rout e in fact , was ve ry mu ch off the main
road . Variety was thc keynote, with scen ery vary­
ing from th e rich farmlands for wh ich th e pro vin ce
is noted , to dense nati ve bush wh ere th e roa d cuts
through the Eg mo nt Na tiona l Park . Exce lle nt views
were to be had of th e coas tline from a dis tance,
and also close-up, as seve ra l miles of seas ide roa d
were utili sed .

T aran aki is well-known to have a high ave rage
ra infall, but th is does not mean tha t it rai ns all th e
time here. In fact Sa turday cou ld have been ca lled
a typical autumn day, with clea r skies, bright sun,
and a slight breeze; a ll of wh ich help ed in wel­
comi ng th e rall y en trants. Su nd ay was more of a
co mp rom ise betw een sunny and clo udy weather ,
there bein g plent y of eac h. Monday came in with
dark clouds and a threat of rain , but as every body
was hom eward bound no body worri ed too mu ch
about a bi t of rain.

T he )' wer e probably more worried abou t their
sore head s, of which th ere mu st have been a few,
a fte r the previous evening's ente rta inme nt. T he
evening was di vid ed int o two part s, the first bein g a
dinner for th ose req uiring it, foll owed by a length y
session of liquid repl eni sh ment int ersp ersed with
dan cing, to th e acco mpa niment of a three-pi ece
band.
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In bet wee n dan ces local member Frazer Steve n­
son cajoled seve ra l members in to giving item s, and
also spu n off severa l jokes which were highl y amus­
ing.

T he highli gh t of the evening was of course the
announce me nt of the winne r an d pla ce-getter s on
the day's run .

With very consiste nt dri ving J ohn Withers won
first place with a comfortable margin of points
over K Wri ght ( 1923 Alvis ) : John was driving
his 1923 Packard tourer. Third and fou rth placings
wen t to A. Roberts of Auckland ( 192+ Ve lie ) and
R. Southwar d ( 1930 Ben tley ) resp ect ively.

T he motorcycle sec tion was won by P. Wood
(Auckland ) on his 1923 H arl ey-Davidson , and G.
Light (N. P.) was seco nd on a 1928 No rton.

O f the 5+ cars an d m'b ikes on th e run th ere
were 26 different makes represent ed. A brea kdo wn
of the numbers of eac h make mav be of in terest.
Ford, Austi n and Morri s (+ eac h ); C hevrolcr, Pack­
ard, Hudson , Will ys-Knight (3 each ) ; Bentley,
Ril ey, Alvis, Sunbea m ( 2 eac h) ; Essex, Vauxhall ,
Reo, O lds mobile, Dodge, Franklin, Oakland, De l­
age , Chrys ler, Rolls-R oycc (a ll I eac h ) .

O f the M'bikes six makes were represen ted :
Harl cy-Da vidson , Douglas (2 eac h); A.].S., B.S.A.,
Triumph, No rto n (a ll 1 eac h ) .

To make ment ion of a ll th e ca rs, even br iefly,
would tak e too mu ch spac e. However, if the read er
will bea r with me awhile, I sha ll not e th e ca rs
whi ch ca ugh t my eye.

T he mos t imposing ca r was undou btedl y Bru ce
Ca tchpole's 1930 Packard , a ca r whi ch has motored
exte nsively since restorati on , including the In ter ­
nat ion al R all y.

The sole Rolls-R oyce present was a supe rb
post-vintage 1939 mod el, own ed by Mr H. Fini al'
of Hawera. This ca r was imported from England
in 1962 and had covered only 55,0 00 mil es und er
th e owne rsh ip of a titled En gl ishw oman .

J ohn Bayly of T ira u own s th e rare 1930 Frank­
lin, an unu sual ca r in tha t th e engine is a ir-coo led.
Th is pa rtic ula r model is a ve ry smart-looking roa d­
srcr.

T he Bulln ose Morris has ca ptured the affect ion
of man y people an d K en Ant ra m's 1924 mod el cer­
tainl y is no exce ptio n. A seda n, it has performed
well since restorati on .

T hree Willys-K nigh t ca rs were seen. The old ­
est ca me from Tirau , being G. Co llin's 1922 seda n.
Equ ipped with wire whee ls it was a very nice
machine.

O ne of the entr ies from Wan ganu i was Bevin
Taskcr, driving his 1923 Chev role t, a good exa mp le
of thi s po pula r Am eri can car.

An un common French toure r was th e Delage
of 1\01. J ami eson from Tokoroa . A 1925 model of
nice propo rtio ns.

T he motorcycle ent husiasts were represented
by three local mem bers, th e rema ining five m'bik cs
co ming from Auckland . O f the five, two we re
Harl eys, with onc eac h of A.].S., B.S.A. and Tri­
um ph.

In all , an exce llent weekend , and und ou btedl y
the best Maunga-M oana yet. (U ntil next yea r! ) .

•
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AUTOMOBILE QUARTERLY
dedicated to automobiles of Today, Yesterday, Tomorrow
Each issue is illustrated . written for all time, hard-bound , cloth-covered like a book you will
treasure forever . . . . . BROUGHT TO YOU AS A MAGAZINE, IN FOUR TIMELY
EDITIONS - EVERY NINETY DAYS.

Come along with us
and climb into the
wonde rful world of
ca rs . Aston Martin
and Avanti . . . Buc ­
c ial i and Buick .. .
Hispano-Suiza and
H.R.G Jenatzy
and Jaguar Pack-
ard and Pininfarina
.. . Ra ilton and Re­
nault . . . Zust and
Zephyr the
entire alphabet of
the auto mobile .

COLLECTORS'
TREASURY

COLLECTO RS'
TREASURY
It-
From outstandin~ collect-
ions throughout the
world , Automobile Quart­
e rly selects for each issue
the finest - the most

. .... noble classic , antique ,
/ / vintage cars.

M.E.P. BOOKSHOP , Box 1324, WELLINGTON

Please supp ly w itho ut a ny o blig a t io n bea utiful
co lourfu l brochure abou t the wonderful AUTO­
MO BILE QU AR T ERLY .

No othe r publ ication ma tches its
brilliance, its scope . Its list of con-

. tr ibutors reads like Burke 's Peerage of
Motor ing . The el ite of the internat ional

automotive world ha ve c rea ted this distingu ish­
ed and discern ing Quarterly. Each issue is unique ;

ea ch illu strat ion de serves a fra me . There has neve r
been a format qu ite like it

This is the won- 1------------------,
derful world of

motoring ' And this
is the world that now

comes alive for you in
motoring's first complete

journal: Automobile Quarterly

"tl "tl *
" A grea t publ icat ion !"
-George E. Morse, Vice
President, Classic Car

Club of America.
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MARLBOROUGH NOTES
by Rusty MaeHinnery.

First I must make a correction to m)' previous
notes when I mentioned the National Rally to be
held in Blcnhcirn next Easter, this shou(d have
been the South Island rally, sorry for th e mistake .

Our rallies here are just about finished for the
season it is getting a bit cool for driving tourers
at thi; time ;f the\'ear. We have had so~ne good
and enjoyable outings, and this season ha s been the
best so far. Our last social meeting was in th e St.
John Ambulance Hall, where Kelvin Gifford gavc
a talk about th e Wellington rally at Ea ster. And the
\Vhimp trophy was presented, for concours, This
was won by K cvin Slack with the Chrysl cr sed a n,
there was also a nog and natter and finish ed up
with a nice supper.

Two of our members attended the Easter
rally at Wellington, they were Kelvin Gifford with
the 1920 Dodge and Ron Osgood with th e 1924
Austin tourer. They had a wonderful time and
were high in their praise for th e manner in which
the Wellington members ran th e rally . No Wel­
lington members were in the rally at all they were
mostly marshal s and officials and the way the cater­
ing was done was a real credit to them all.

After the rally Ron Osgood with the Austin
went up th e \Vairarapa as far <IS Dannevirke, th en
back to Palmerston North and then on to New
Plymouth and entered th e rally there. He received
a royal welcom e from the N .P. members and wishes
to thank Dick Ziarno of Stratford, j a ck Castle of
Bell Block and Bill Shannon of N.l'. who were his
hosts for their hospitality and welcome.

On the way home the Austin was involved in a
crash at Stratf(;rd with <I Zephyr. A dumb iron W<lS

torn off the other badly bent and is practically a
write off. With stiff steering, no foot brake, and
the clutch pedal flat on the floorboard s and not
working the Aust in limped back to \Vellington then
on the Aramoana and home after being drenched
through with one of W cllington's famous Southerlies.

Committees <Ire being formed here for accom­
modation and other events for th e forthcoming
South Island Rally next Easter, we now have severaLl
more members than the last rallv and entrants can
be sure of a hearty welcome and a real good time
for all. That 's about all for now.

OTAGO NOTES
by Geo T.

In February came the second highlight of th e
Otago Branch's year, the Invermay Hillclimb. The
arrival of twenty odd competitors, including severa l
from C a nterbu ry and Southland, made it obvious
that th ere is a large group within the Club who
favour something a little more exciting than the
usual rallies, etc. It was ce rta inly very pleasant
to sit in the sunshine and wat ch Vintage machines
being driven quickly and well. Part of the appeal
of Vintage cars is that th ey giv e on e a chan ce to
sampl e the flavour of a past ag e. Some cars call
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give you thi s feeling touring a long a back-country
road but oth ers demand a different milieu ; <I Bent­
ley, a Sunbeam or som e suc h sporting ma chine
always looks and feels its best when going hard
and fast. Ev en today, when such ca rs are gro wing
old , th ey can st ill be driven quite quickly enough
to capture the feeling without destroying th e car.

Els ewhere in this issue vou will have read an
arti cle on the event , so I s l~a ll not bore you with
repetition. Since th e end of the event the organ­
isers have been hard at work collat iug and sifting
the results so that a more equitabl e formul a can be
found for next year's event. By next Invcrrnay they
shou ld have ironed out th e few anomalies in th e
handicap system which came to light thi s time.
Mind you , just how do you cater for such diver se
mach inery as a Blown M.G., a 190i Sizaire and a
4Y2 titre Bentl ey " Come along next year and find
out.

In March, Tommy Thomson, a longtime Rotl s­
Roycc owner , came along to the c1ubrooms and
talked to us about these cars. Few of us kn ew
what to expect , but M r Thomson proved to be
both a very informed enthusiast and an entertaining
speaker. He covered not only the cars but al so
told us much about th e aero-engine, co m me rcia l
and military interests of th e Rolls-Royce Company.
A tape recording was made of hi s ta Ik and at som e
time in the near fuutre parts of it may be col ­
lect ed to make an a rt icl e for "B eaded Wheels". ( An
excellent idea . Perhaps other Branchs could adopt
this method of getting together an informative and
interesting article .-Ed. ) .

Also in March , the Oiago Branch int ended to
hold a speed trial at Teretonga near I nvercargill.
This however , had to be cancell ed as not enough
cars entered to make the large job of organising the
event so far from home worthwhile . This year it
was probably too soon a ft er Invennay.

In April th e branch met at the clubrooms for a
film evening. The thirty or so who attend ed cer­
tainly had their fill of motoring films. The last
finished just about midnight. Several of the films
cov ered the design and mechani cs of various parts
of the car. These proved to he very interesting and
often quite enlightening. One of our members at
last found out how his Citrocn 's suspension works.
(" T h e instruction manual is a d ead loss" ).

Just recently three Canterbury members found
in Duncdin the Alta engine they needed to convert
th eir static exhibit into car again. On th e other
side of the coin, Murray Frascr returned from
Auckland with an L.G. 45 Lagonda which he found
in bits up there on hi s holiday. This should make
a sterling machine when he gets it on the road
again . The other Lagonda fanciers down her e arc
now green with jealousy and black with despair if
such a th ing is possible. Another machine to find
a home here recently is a K.T.T. Vcloccttc which
Jim Bissland brought home aft er a lon g safari
in a Model 1\ truck. I t is good to sec members
taking an interest in such mach inery despite the
Club's dithering about P.V.T.'s, l'.V.V. 's and such
like. One GIn only hope that the A.G.M. will
produce some reasonable com p ro m ise whi ch will

-
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end th e pr esent second class sta tus of such vehi cles.
That th ey are comparable with Vintage mach inery
is without doubt, th at the y have only the V. C.C .
in New Zealand to look to for a home is a lso with­
out doubt. Their preserva tion for the future
would add sta ture and inte res t to thi s Club. Wh y
th en is the Club no t do ing something more th an
argue abo ut them ?

BAY OF PLENTY NOTES
- Jack Hoven.

T welve ca rs and two motorcycl es represented
our bra nch at the Nat ional R all y in Wellington ,
and very enjoyable it was.

The Welli ngton boys certa inly went out of their
way to mak e it an unforget ta ble weekend, they
looked a fter us in eve ry possible way and I take
thi s opportunity to say a big THANK YO U WEL­
LI NGTON on behalf of all entra nts and their
cre ws from th e Bay of Pl ent y Bran ch, for a most
succ essful rall y.

No serious troubles were experience d by any
of our ca rs and any small defects were soon rectified
by th e expert breakdown serv ice provided by our
hosts.

O u r annua l ru n to Awa kerie was held on the
first day of M ay and in sp ite of bad weather a t­
tr acted eigh teen ca rs, not bad for a rainy da y. How­
ever, the rain more or less held off enabling us to
have a gymkha na, the most exciting part of whi ch
was a Le Mans dash in whi ch a Bentley and a Va ux­
hall were beat en by a Studebaker , a very good
Studebaker of course, how ever th e Studeb aker in
turn was beaten by some very very good Mod el A's
and th en we went home, and did we ge t wet ! ! !

Not only do we ge t mor e ca rs attending ou r
run s, more ladies a tte nd our Lad ies' nights and our
most recent socia l evening proved to be our most
successful yet. Bill J anes conducted a Quiz, the
Von-I nd er-Farnily brough t us "a sound of mu sic",
and Max Avery arranged a sing-song, two She ll
film s "The Heroic D ays" a nd "T he Days of Adve n­
tu re" we re show n and proved ed uca tiona l, exciting,
and a t times extremely funny.

The President then presen ted the trophies to
th e winners, th ey were:

Annua l Points Trophy: Bill Janes ( highest
tot al points for year) .

J ames T rophy: Bill J an es ( best entry Nati ona l
Rally ) .

Benson Trophy: Colin T ayl or (best M od el T ).
Awa kerie Trophy: Colin T aylor (eonco urs

winner Awakeri e ).
Annive rsary T rophy: M ax Ave ry (winner K ati­

kat i run ) .
Inder T rophy: Jim Webb (winner Inder run ) .
Snowdon Cup: R. Oldfield (winner M / C sec­

tion , Au ckl and-T auran ge Rally ) .
Right now some of us a re busy a rranging

nom inations for our next A.G .M . and we find secre­
ta ries and capta ins are even sca rcer th an brass
mod el T's but no doubt things will work out , they
always do.
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NORTHERN NATTER
by N. C. Adarns,

I beli eve th at one of the most import ant aspec ts
of the Vet eran and Vintage movement is its soli­
da rit y. By th is I mean not only sing leness of pur­
pose, but more pa rticula rly th e sense of fun and
loyalty engend ered betw een members firstly on a
local plane, seco ndly as be twee n branch an d branch ,
the n on a Na tional level and finally between th e
respective Clubs of the many Na tion 's int ere sted .
For example th e willi ngness of peopl e to bring old
cars to thi s country from as far aw ay as G reat Bri­
ta in or South Africa, Austral ia and M alaya, as was
evinced a t th e H aast Rally last year.

Sure ly th ere could be no better sign of thi s than
the current po pula rity of taking p art in eac h othe rs
Rallies no matter how d istant we may be fro m
eac h othe r throughout New Zeal and 's inord inat e
length. H ere not even th e wret chedly rough and
wet waters of th e Cook Strai t prevent us from driv­
ing our anc ient but far from senile machinery to
th e neighbourl y island in the South and vice versa.

Once agai n I am happy to rep ort th at th e
Auckland Province has been very well represen ted
a t all th e distant fun cti ons such as those held a t
Wan ganui , New Plym outh, V"ellingt on and even
Duned in. Agai n how nice to see th e chee rful faces
of friends from the South Island a t both the Wan ­
ganui and Well ington R alli es.

Event of th e year was Wellington 's Nation al
R ally, held over Easter. What a good ide a it was
to include in that weekend a full blood ed " hill­
climb " and a "Stand ing Q ua rte r" as well as the
usua l tim e trial. Con gratulati ons to Wellingt on
Bra nc h for sett ing a sta ndard for th e 'na tiona l'
that will in a ll respe cts be diffi cult to be tte r. M essrs
Robert, Ru mmery , White, J on es, M offitt, Ballantyne,
Ada rns, Dunsrnore, Geary, K idd, Go ffin, Walt on and
j ackson driv ing respecti vely (a nd of course most
respec ta bly) a Lagonda, H adfield Bean , Sunbea m,
Essex 4, Essex 6, Fo rd T , Bentley, Fiat 509, M orr is,
Nash, Ford T , Vauxhall and Packard . M essrs
Rummery, J on es and M offit with th e Bea n and two
Essex ( es ) represent ing Auckland as a team returned
joy fully with the Maxwell Cha llenge T roph y, wh ilst
Eb b M offit 's Essex Six cha lked up a third in th e
Co ncours and all our entra nts collec tively brought
bac k a piece of plate for travelling th e longest
d istance.

Forgive me for taking th is opportunity of in­
sert ing a plu g for our 6th Ann ua l No rth I sland
Nogg in and Na tter even th ough it may be a bit lat e.
All are welcom e so do join us at T au po for th e
weekend IS/1 9th June.

New members up th is end of things continue
to roll in a t an ave rage of seven a month, which is
an enco uraging sign. Also we have in the past
mention ed th at our enthusiasm has led us to restore
one "Angeliqu e" , a large and venerable vet eran
R enault Cha ra banc, sure ly the most wonderful
'white eleph ant' unde rtaking yet comme nce d?

We are justl y p roud of thi s effort because it
represents a join t end eavour by a regul ar group
ab ly head ed by Barry Rob er t, wh o have by meeting
each Wednesday evening for a long time now ,



pra cti cally fini shed rebuilding to complet ed cha ssis
stage some pre tty horrible remains. '--Vhy expe nd so
much lab ou r on some th ing that bel ongs to no sing le
individual ? The answe r is simple eno ugh. It re pre­
sen ts a te rrific cha llenge, serving at the same tim e
as a focal point for' C lub interest , a learning gro und
for beginners, an introducti on place for new mem ­
bers and a chance for o ld member s, busily engaged
on othe r proj ects, at least to ta ke away some sma ll
part to restore for th e genera l contribut ion. Fin all y
not only hav e we dem onstrated how solida r ity and
good will within a C lub can be achi eved (we hop e! ),
but also the Bran ch will eventua lly possesss a weird
and quite as tonish ing vet eran vehi cle in to whi ch to
pile a number of bodi es for nearby eve nts. Near by
did I say? Forg ive me for I err. It 's first job wi ll
be to represent Au ckland at next yea r's Duncdin­
Brighton run and for th ose of you in Dunedin who
fear next yea r's Auc kla nd onsl au ght .... . qu ail
not .... . for in suc h ma gnifi cent munificen ce, not
to mention monum ental muniment , we ca n defend
ourselves in eve n grea te r numbers C AN W E NOT7

NELSON NOTES
by D. King.

Though we haven 't appeared in th ese colum ns
for some tim e, there is a lot of solid work going
on nevertheless. G eorge T opliss has bought th e
20 h.p. Barker' bod ied Roll s-R oycc from Ray Beac h
and is now doin g a com plete rebuild in typi cal
Topliss fashion . No rm Go rdon is doing a mct icu­
lous rest orati on of a tw in cylinder Darracq . H e
expec ts to be ano the r t\VO years yet and is looki ng
forwa rd to doing th e eng ine which is about the only
com pone nt whi ch hasn 't received attention from
previous butche ry. Beruic Byers is very busy on his
single Caddy in betw een ga thering bit s for sing le
Oldsmobile and ea rly T. He also recently bought
a neat 1928 Austin 7 tourer. Ken Ivory has adde d
anothe r Ford A to his sta ble. This tim e it's a very
ea rly tourer st ill in its origina l pa int wh ich is in
surprising ly goo d orde r as is the origina l hood . This
A is a rare one with right-hand handbrak e. Bob
Helm th e Dodge spec ia list ha s bought yet ano the r.
It 's a ra re and excee d ingly handsom e Se nior 6 with
pseudo landaul et body, wir e whe els and twin side ­
mounts. Bob was seen recently, delivering ano the r
Whippet to Di ck Dawson with his Grah am Bros.
breakdown tru ck.

Not bein g trial and com petition minded our
activiti es have consisted mostlv of tours and socia l
ga the rings. A most enjo yable weekend was spe nt
at T akaka by a sma ll g roup from Ne lson and
M otueka and a day meeting was held a t Ca nvas to wn
wh ere we met our fellow enthusias ts from Bleu­
heim and spe nt mu ch tim e talking old ca rs. F ive
ca rs and one motor cycle represented our Bra nch
at the Wellingt on Rally wh er e by all accounts a
grand tim e was had by all. Georg e T opliss not ch ed
a well deserv ed first pl ace in the V intage conco urs
with his d elightful little bullnose Cowley.

Our Fall T our recently was attended by nine
ca rs and inv olv ed a round trip of 85 mi les ta king in
the deli ghtful autu m n co lours with whi ch the d istri ct
abounds . An inst ructive evening was held in Evo n
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M oorhou sc's new she d wh er e we wer e dem onstrat ed
the correc t method s of fittin g rings and bearings.
These workshop evenings a rc very en joyable and
va lua ble and so far ha ve cove red the sub jects of
prepa rati on and painting and the rebu ilding of
wood whee ls.

SOUTHLAND NOTES
by Barry Barn es.

Our annua l Autumn Rally, held recentl y pr oved
as enjoyable as ever with some nov el id eas incor­
porat ed by orga niser Ray Lindsay. At five diff er en t
stops eac h d river was asked to pick a p lay ing card
and th e best poker hand resulting ga ine d the hold er
a small pr ize. At our destinati on for th e wee kend
C roydo n Lod ge near Go re, a miniature rifl e ran ge
was set up a nd each compe tito r tri ed his a im
under' the cri tica l eye o f all the o the r dri ver s and
their cre ws. .

M ost inte res ting vehicle on th e R all y was
Da vid M cI vor' s Beardmor e whi ch motored crisply
after a long hib ern ati on , its high geared lope bein g
mu ch in evide nce as it passed the lesser machines.
The O .H. C. power plant is a mo st efficie nt un it
notwithstand ing th e two main-bearing cra nks ha ft.
David inte nds to com me nce a comp lete rebuild
shor tly and th e wee kend tr ip was ju st an a iring
before its confineme nt. T he Beardmor e has a lrea dy
had an hon ou rabl e hill cl imb career. Just wat ch
it go a t Inverrnay wh en it's fin ished.

Acquisitions and restorati ons continue as usual.
Among the more recent find s is a vete ra n Dod ge
now in the hand s of Syd Ayling. Ray Eunso n
has gath ered the rem ains of two vet eran mot or­
cycles ; a B.S.A. of oba ut 1912 and a single cylinde r
Bradbury whi ch is very rar e I am told. Ra y a lso has
the engine out of his 1909 Wolseley Siddeley for a
comp lete ove rha ul.

Wa yne N ico ll is comi ng along very rapidly
with his Ar rol J ohnston now in the assembl y stage
and has hop es of sta rt ing on the manufacture of
th e bod ywork befor e long. Wa yne ha s don e an
exce llen t job on th e chass is, engin e etc . whi ch
should be a mobil e unit sho r tly.

An eager new member Barry Braud has sta r ted
restoration of his 1927 Whippet road ster in the
grand manner by comp lete ly dismantling it and is
working steadily. T he little roadster is a fa irly
rar e model nowadays an d will prove an int er esting
addition to th e club rank s.

A rec ent visit to Ba lfour di sclosed stea dy pr o­
gress by Bob and Robbi e G rant on their desirabl e
Delaunay-Belevill e. The drop head coupe bod y by
Manu Egerton is most imposing and we are look­
ing forw ard to see ing this fine ma chine on th e roa d .
The Grant sta ble has been incr eased recentl y by
the addit ion of a circa 1925 Hupmobile tourer in
what seems very goo d sha pe.

Another vehicl e th at will be a little out of the
ordinary is the 1926 Fo rd roadster picku P under
restoration by Gord on Boult. H e is at present a r­
ran gin g the manufacture of a lum inium pi stons with
a eye to solving th e probl em of locat ing suita ble
pistons to rebuild a "T " motor. Gordon ha s a lso
collec ted most of th e mi ssing parts, such as win'
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'A faint susurrus of steam • • •
,

Chassis of tire white Steam Car, showi ng the boiler mounted directly under the f ront seat, and the
engine in the conventional posit ion. The ' radiator' is in fact a tub ular condenser which allo ws tJu
condensed wafer 10 he used again and again.

survived, but steam cars were with­
drawn from future competition.
By 1912 Steam Cars were receiving
scant popularity.
Alth ough Stanley continued to build
them until 1925, public preference
turned to the vastly improved petrol
cars . . . ending an era which, to
this day, is still the subject of many
heated debates.
Whereas once the steam engine was
the criterion of smooth, silent, swift
accelera tio n, now these, plus the
added benefits of sustained power for
hills and crui sing, can be yours in
any pet rol engine, with Supershell
with Methyl Benzine.
Sup ershell co ntains more than a pint
per gal lcn of Shell' s dynamic powe r
comp onent, Meth yl Benzine. Shell's
exclus ive ignition contro l additive
Cresyl Diphenyl Phosphate, and
special rust preventive also co mbine
to give tod ay's mot ori st top power,
smoo th running a nd engine pro­
tect ion. No other petrol offers so
many adva ntages. Get Supershell
with Meth yl Benzine for your car,
today.

IT HAS TO BE GOOl) TO BE SHELL

More than a pint in every gallon of

METHYL BENZINE

runner-up, a petrol car. In the same
year , Fred Marriott, in a specially­
streamlined Stanley Steamer, record­
ed 121.57 m.p .h . over the flying
kilometre and 127.66 m.p.h. over the
flying mile at Ormond Beach . The
following yea r, Marriott was
estimated to have reached 190 m.p.h.
when the car became airborne, over­
turned and disintegrated. Marrioll

SUPERSHELL
153.5

A 40 h.p , Whi te S team Car (1905-/907). These
cam e in a variety of body types, both open and
closed .

'NO MORE WAS HEARD THAN THE

whirr of the chain and a faint
susurrus of steam. Even at full power
on a hill the noise did not rise ab ove
a faint Ta-pocketa Ta-pocketa ­
and the smoothness was not to be
surpassed by petrol cars for many
yea rs.'
Thi s was the 'Silence o f Steam ' - a n
era which lasted alm ost 20 year s,
and which man y maintain could still
exist today, if sufficieot research a nd
development had been carried on .
American manufacturers first realised
the potential of the Steam-car, and
in 1898 the twin brothers F. O. and
F. E. Stanley were producing a
remarkable series of light steam-cars,
which when handled with care, were
capable of long-di stance journeys.
However, water con sumption, almos t
a gallon a mile, and light construction
were the two drawbacks early steam­
cars had to contend with, and by
1903 Stanley, and their well-known
rival, White, moved into the heavier
class of car.
White claimed a radius of seventy
miles or more with out a water- stop
for their model.
With all stea m cars, maximum speed
could not be maintain ed for very
long , but in acce lera tion the steam
car co uld, in those days, show a very
clean pair of heels to the petrol
model. In 1906, at the Shelsley Walsh
Hillclimb (England), a Whi te steamer
finished 24i seconds a head of the
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wheels, for h is 1923 or so colonia l bodi ed Essex
4 roadst er.

I t is very heartening to not e tha t the clubs
negoti ations to hav e the relic ensing fees lessened
for our vehicles hav e borne fruit with the reduction
of the third-party insurance pr emium for vet er an
cars . However, it does seem strange that veteran
ca rs should be lumped in the sa me insurance class
as motorcycles whi ch ar c, of course, involved in
manv th ird part y claims. Now that our vehicles
ha ve' received officia l recognition it is to be hoped
that in future a sepa ra te insurance class will he
mad e for them with premiums more in proportion
to the number of claims made. Aft er a ll ther e
mu st be nearl y as many veteran cars register ed as
ther e a rc vehicl es in some of the oth er classifi ca t ions
such as private taxi cabs , whi ch enjoy a lower pr e­
mium by virtue of their sa fety recor d.

Nevertheless it is grand achieve me nt and sure ly
the fore runner o f better things to come.

OBITUARY
It is with deep regr et that we mu st record the

sudde n death of member James McTaggart of
Balclutha. Jim had not been with us in the club
for very long but his curhusiasm was obvi ou s. Only
recentlv did he com pe te in his first rallv with his
Morris' Oxford tourer and his pa ssing a t the ea rly
age of 42 came as a sho ck to us a ll. 'Vc extend to

his widow and young famil y our since rest sympa thy
in th eir loss.

MANAWATU BRANCH NOTES
- B. Wycherlcy.

Reading through the newsl etter from oth er
Branches there is refer ence both veiled and detailed
to ga rga n tuan Feasts, mo onli ght excursions, heroi c
feat s of end urance and lot s of good clean fun.
Locally our main event, the " R uahine Ramble" in
February went off very smoothl y ind eed , the orga n­
isation being so smo oth as to be non- appar ent. The
rout e was well chosen with an int ere sting var iet y of
grade s and contours, the lun ch stop at Bull s Domain
a good cho ice a nd a more com pact se t of dr ivin g
tests it would be hard to find. On arriva l at thc
lun ch stop drivers were required to pre-judge
height and width of vehicle. Then against a sto p­
wat ch proceed to a device whi ch on mere contac t
lit up a red light but if pu shed too hard sounded
a very loud Klaxon with con sequent loss of points.
Stop-watch still on the driver now required to

rever se in a semi-circle to nearby ga rage spa ce, out
aga in, di smount and race to off-side front win g. An
exac ting test and goo d fun to wat ch . The evening
fun ction a t the f amil y Hot el was most pleasant
even if the weath er was too hot and humid for
dan cin g.

Wellington Bran che s Na tiona l at Easter attract­
ed seve ra l entr ies fro m thi s Bran ch but not enough
to field a team to com pete for the Maxwcll Trophy.
Quite frankly the a ttitude before the event wa s,
why go down ther e, nowhere to motor. However ,
the host branch did a ma gnifi cent job from all
points of view and it was a grea t succ ess with
some excellent motoring on both days and lots of
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friendly hospit ali ty for whi ch man y thank s, Wcl­
lingt on .

C lub nights a rc still well a tt ende d and carry
them selves a long ad mira bly with natter ind ep endent
of orga nised talk s, film s or othe r forms of spoon­
feeding.

In closing and to enco ura ge the down-heart ed
wrestling with the rott en woodwork a t the bo ttom
of a door panel, did you see on television what
they a rc doin g down a t Pict on , restorin g a wood en
sa iling ship. Wh ew ! ! ! mcihinks I'll stick to car s.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATES
lvlEMB ERS Of VI NTAG E C AR C LU B OF N .Z .

INC .: free for first three lin es (a pprox. 25
words ) ; ther eaft er 1/- per line (8 words ) .

NON-ME M BERS : 5/· for first three lines or less;
Ther eaft er 1/- per lin e.

T o be acce pted a ll adve rtis ements m ust be typ ed
and be ac compa nied by th e necessary remittan ce
and mu st be III the hands of the Ed itor not lat er
than the 15th day of th e month befor e publi cati on
dat e.

Spec ia l displ ay advert isements of ca rs for sa le
com plete with ph otos may be inserted at spec ial and
very reasonable rat es, for det ail s of whi ch service
writ e to the Editor.
WA NTED TO BUY : Want ed for 1927 Austin
12/ 4. M otor Meter. Ash tray-met al in te rio r. Ken
Cam pb ell , 36 Hawk cston c Road , Marton . Phone
3460.
WA NTED: Parts for C itroe n 1926. Phon e C hrist­
church 858-832. C itroe n 1926 fly-wh eel , sta rte r
ring and four wheels and tyr es required .
FOR SALE: 1937 Lincoln Zeph yr V1 2, 3 own er s.
1924 Lagonda 11.9 h.p . three engines, two gea r­
boxes, comp lete chassis, dashb oa rd and five rim s.
Handbook .
1926 Armst rong
tion done 1965.
229 Broekvill e
Phone 34- 134.
FOR SALE: Hudson 7 pa ssenger tourer , 192:)
mod el, in com plete or igina l cond it ion. Also large
quantity of Fiat 50 1/ 503 spa res including chassis,
front axle ( brakes ) rear axle hou sing, wheels, sta r te r
for bigger model Fiat. Also odd parts for earl y
Regal. Apply to L. L. Jones, 53a Co llege Street ,
Masrert on .
f O R SALE : 1925 C. W. Dou glas ?\,!/C com plete ly
restored. Electric lighting, handbook, tool-kit , spa re
engine and gea rbox £75 . 1931 Coventry Eagle 250
c.c. 2-stro ke. U n rcsiorcd but com plete. £ 15. Dal e
Co nlon, 67 Cambr idge Terrace, Low er Hut t.
FOR SALE : 1928 Ari cl NI/e full y restored. Sp ares.
£ 65. R . J . White, 5 1 Trafalgar S tree t. Lower Hutt.
WA NTED : for 1920 I-Iupmobil e; fu se Plat e
3 1/ 8 in x 2 1/ 2in with " Fuses' sta mped on it.
Petrol T ank gau ge. Ru sscll Paul , Pleasant Point ,
South Ca ntcrb urv.
WANTED: Any 'spa re parts for Wolseley 1921 h.p .,
parti cul arl y radiat or, B.L.LC . starter motor, and
B.L.LC . side lights. Also any S.C .A.T. parts, in­
formati on photos etc. j. G. Wat son , 5 1 C hatswort h
Ro ad , Silvc rstream, U pper Hun .
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WANTED: For 1925 H up ; back of bod y, or possibly
a co m plete tourer body . Wou ld swap for 1923
No rton . Barrie Greenwood, Milford R oad , T emuka.
WA NTED: 1919 Hupmobile M ot or M eter 24 in.
R.E. rim s (8 15 x 105 tyres ) petrol ga uge, tank typ e.
K. T ipper, G Main Street , M a rt e n. Ph on e 3263.

WANTED: j a nu a ry- Febr ua ry 1965 issue ( Vol. 29,
No . 1) o f An tiq ue Automobile a nd Novemb er 1963
issue o f F loyd C lyrners' M otor Cycle M agazin.e, a lso
a n AMAC Mu ltip le j et Type Carburre tor m res­
torablc co nd ition a nd a ny in formation , espec ia lly
phot os o f 1914-191 6 6 h .p. Roya l Enfi eld motor
cycle. G. J. M cConnell , 15 C lifto n Place, R.D.I.,
/~ tawha i, Nelson .
FOR SALE: 1932 Da iml er pa r ts for sa le. Everything
exce pt eng ine block. Pl ease contact C . J. Ben son .
22 Logan T errace, Parnell .
FOR SALE: Brand new K. L.G . spa rk plugs typ e
PKA3, a nd A30, 7/8ths inch thread, st ill in origina l
tins. Pri ce 4/ - eac h. C on ta ct O . L. j on es, Holm c
Station, No . 2 R .D ., Timaru.
FOR SALE : Overla nd 6 Sedan 1928. C omp lete
wit h H andbook . R econd ition ed M ot or. As is, or
parts. O ffers to A. N. Beissel , 59 Go d ley Avenue,
Christchurch, 5.
FOR SA LE : 1913 Ford T in goo d go ing order a nd
complet e with a ll lam ps etc. £400 or nearest offer.
A. V . j a m es, Matua Road, T auran ga, or ph one
69-752 . a lso Wanted to Buy : Bent ley, la te vin tage
per iod . Write A. V. j a mcs, M atua Road , Taura nga.

vVANT ED URGENTLY: 32 x 4 or 33 x 4 Y2 tyres.
New and S/H. Anyth ing su ita ble for long d istan ce
Ve teran M oto ring. Davc Ma nhart, 12 Na scby St reet ,
C hristchurch, I .
WANT ED : An y un usua l Vintage Am erica n Road­
stc r, Su itab le for restoration. Dave M anhart , 12
Na seby Str eet , C hr istc hu rch, I .
WANTED: H eadlamp a nd ge ne rator set. Gas or
electric, fo r 1918 R ead ing Sta nda rd M otorcycle.
B. W . Munro, 5 Rawh iti S treet, Stokes Va lley .

WANTED URGENTLY: A Cy linde r to co m ple te a
C irca 1911 K ing Di ck sing le M / C . Wood , 7 Max­
well Av enu e, Papatoetoc.
WANT ED for 1923 Buick 6 roa dstcr, H ood or
Hood Bows, Rad ia tor Cap, Petro l Cap, Sto p Ligh t
Leans. F isher, 5 H awki n Stree t, New Plym outh .

FO R SALE : 1924 Lo comobi le junio r 8 boa t tai l
R oadstcr. 2 Seat er. Am eri ca' s h ighest priced spo rts
ca r of its da y and only one of its kind in New
Zea land. M echani ca lly restored but bod y need s re­
building. All parts arc a vai lable ready for co m plete
restorat ion . £ 200 ha s a lrea dy bee n spent, but owne r
will sell a t reduced pri ce o f £ 150 for qui ck sa le.
Ph one 40-759, or wri te R . Legg, 228 Grea t Sou th
R oad , H ami lton .
WANTED: For Au stin 19 12 10/12 onc ce nt re lock
sankey road whee l, on e 765 x 105 tyr e, acetyl ene
ge ne rator, kerosene ba ses for side la m ps, ke rosene
ta il lam p, bu lb horn. D . Wood , Box 84, Pukcko hc .

FOR SA LE : 1926 Ford N. B. in rest ored cond ition
for furth er info rma tion contac t, J. T . May, 4 1 Mut­
ler R oad , Blcnheim .

J UNE , 1966

FOR SA LE : Hu pmobilc 1930, £ 30 . In ge neral use.
Eng ine goo d, upholstery needs a ttentio n, bod y
sound . R estorab le. Ph on e C . a id ma n, 14S Duvau­
chcl le.

WANTED: For ea rly single cylinde r De D ion
Bouton; fron t portion of tubular chass is incl udi ng
eng ine mounting cross m ember . Also a ny othe r
bi t~ la rge or sma ll. O. H a ll. 16 1 Main Street ,
Huntl y.

C ARS FOR SALE: Arrol-johnston 1927 O .H.V.
15 .9 "h.p. restored co ndition, spa res include mot or
gea r box, fron t asse m bly, rad ia to r, stee r ing co lumn,
diff. e tc. £2iO. R . Oldfield , 40 Lin col n R oad ,
Henderson , Auckla nd. Ph on e 1004 0 .

FOR SALE : M ost reluctantlv du e to sta ble alt er a­
lions. Vet er an 191 7 Grant 6 ·tou rer. In immaculat e
condi tio n a nd a co nsis tent co m pe t ition winner. T his
unique ca r has been co m ple tel y and a uthe n t ica lly
resto red , dated and registered . £ 450. A. W . j ones,
29 R cvan s S tr eet, Fea th crstou.

FO R D ISPOSAL: 191 2 Brasier No . 159 16 h .p .
5-sea t coa chwo rk, origina l gua rds etc . M ot or re­
quires rep a irs to bloc k and rods, but is bas ica lly
sound . All ot he r m echanics comp le te or nea rly so.
B80 x 120 WARLAND Du al wh ee ls. Th is is a ver y
la rge ca r a nd is rem a rkabl y com plete but requires
someo ne wit h exce lle nt facil it ies and sound know ­
ledge to do th e res to ra t ion. All the parts would
have to be collected as I a m not a ble or prepa red
to do so myself. On ly known ent hu sias ts need
apply. For further detai ls contact D . Warren
j ordan, I nvcrcargill.

WANT ED : Any parts for twin cylinde r D e Dion
Bou ton or informa tion as to wh erea bou ts of sa me.
( M ost sing le bit s wi ll fit ) . Fren ch la m ps a nd a ny
French instr ume nts requi red for 5CV C itroen
C love rlea f. Also a ny o the r parts. Spring type bon­
net cl ips, bell sha ped head lights, fold -fl a t wind­
screen a nd suitable bucket sea ts wanted for 3-lit re
Bentley . Best pri ces paid fo r any of th e a bove.
Ga vin M . Bain, 12 Bcverl ey Stree t, C hris tchu rch.

FO R SALE: T he only survivi ng 1'77 1922 Colon ia l
Napier , 612-litre a ll a lumi nium 6-cylinde r O .H .C .
eng ine , com ple te ly rebui lt . .') seate r tour er with new
lea ther up hol stery, rea r screen a nd hood . New 20in .
tyres a ll rou nd . A fast, reli a ble a nd unique veh icle
of rea l cha rac te r a nd performance. O ffered for
sa le for personal reason s. Andrew An dcrson, 20
H ackthorne Road , C hrisichurc h . Ph on e 32 7-825.

FOR SA LE: 1925 Sunbea m 14/ 40 cx-joha nsen
a lum inium body , 4-door to ure r. New T onnea u
cover a nd hood . R ear screen. Full engine overha u l
within 1000 m iles. 4.5 diff er ential. 6 new 5.25 x 21
tyres. Many spa res. S ta rt ing pri ce £300. Owner
left New Zea land . Co ntac t Dunsm orc, 3 Park R oad ,
G lenfi eld, Au ckl and .

FOR SALE : H up mob ilc Straigh t 8 ( 1926 a pproxi­
mat ely ) . Com plete Cha ssis a nd partia l Body in­
c lud ing M udgu a rds a nd Scutt le. Two only brand
new 6.00 x 2 1in. tyres on front. Two worn 7.00 x 21
inch tyres on rear. R easona bly pri ced . P lease co n­
tact : R oy Poyn ton , 26 Warwick Street , \ VadestowlI.
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c. HUNTON LTD.
55 Kilmore Street Phone 69-786

Specialists in

New Body Work
Chassis Straightening

. Painting
Door Lock and

Window Winding
Repairs

Glass Replacements
Renewing Rotten

Woodwork

WE TAKE THE DENT OUT OF ACCIDENT

VAUXHALL FOR VALUE
MAKE YOUR OVERSEAS FUNDS BUY BETTER FOR YOU

VELOX - VICTOR 101 - VIVA
OVERSEAS FUNDS GUARANTEE YOU EARLY DELIVERY

Call or Ring for a Test Drive

THE FARMER'S GARAGE
MADRAS STREET PHONE 71-699

(LICENSED MOTOR VEH ICLE DEALERS)

"Better Known For Better Service"



1966 - Still in top form on

This FIAT " Meph istophe les " dr iven by E. The h istory of motoring is the h istory of
A. D. Eldridge , rega ined the world 's land Castrol. From the days when on ly cars of
Speed Record for Eng land with a speed of ~ fantast ic eng ine size we re su ccessful to
146.0 1 m.p .h. in Jul y 1924. It made its I~ today 's outright wins of the Au st in-M ini
f irst appearance at Brooklands on Wh it C f 0 in the " Monte " and " Tu lip" ra llies and
Monday 1908 , and in 1923 set up a lap as r the Ford Cortina in the " Sa fa ri" Castrol
record of 124.33 m .p .h . " has been associated with more records
Now owned by C. E. Naylor , who has ..0

1 0 0 0
than any othe r o il. ~II . B,ri t i~h ca r mak~rs

restored it with the original 21 .714 litre approve . Castrol , Britain s biggest selling
Fiat aero engine , it appeared at Silver- motor oil .
stone and Prescott in 1962. Always ask for Castrol by name.


