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“HORSELESS
CARRIAGE”

In 1893 the first gasoline powered motorcar in the United States eruised down
the main streets of Springfield, Mass., at a speed of five miles an hour! This car
was made by two brothers, Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea.

In 1896 Henry Ford drove his first car out of the machine shop in Detroit.
Later, his system of machine-made, interchangeable parts, and assembly line
production, pul motorcars within the price range of the man-in-the-street.

By the beginning of the 20th century, 8,000 motorcars were registered in
the United States. These were powered by steam, gasoline or electricity, and
even then they did not look much like the original *Horseless Carriage.”

Some of the laws passed in the early days of the motorcar make us chuckle
today, For instance, one community ruled that if a horse refused to pass a
motorcar the driver of the car must “take the machine apart . . . and conceal the
parts in the grass”. In some places motorcars were banned entirely, and angry
farmers guarded their livestock with shotguns against these “contraptions of the
devil."”

It is easy to see that early motorists were indeed brave pioneers, often
running risks that would be hard to imagine today, for they also had to contend
wilh the discomfort of rough roads, open driving seats and temperamental
engines. Times have changed and those first motoring enthusiasts would be the

first to appreciate the advances made both in car and tyre design since the
exciting, stimulating days of the “Horseless Carriage.”

FIRESTONE Tyres, since the earliest days of motoring, have

set the standard of reliability, economy and safety. Today’s motorist,
like his father and grandfather before him, looks to Firestone for
EXTRA mileage and EXTRA reliability.
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12/22 LEA FRANCIS

S

The next car to be chosen for the Com-
parison Series is Rally No. 526, the 12/22
Lea Francis owned and driven by Martin
Ferner of Wellington.

This particular Leaf is a 1926 model
rated at 11.9 h.p. and developing 25 b.h.p,,
bore 69 m.m., 100 m.m. stroke, cubic capac-
ity 1496 c.c. The general specifications are
as follows:

Engine —
Meadows type 4 EC — Push Rod o.h.v.
— integral induction manifold — 2
bearing crankshaft — lubrication by

plunger pump to big end troughs, tim-

ing gears and overhead gear — all bear-

ings splash fed — cooling by thermo-
syphon — a lucas magneto supplies the
ignition.

Gearbox —

A 4-speed and reverse gate change gear-

box is fitted and the ratios are 4.68 to 1,

75101, 11.25 to | and 19 to 1.
Transmission —

Fabric universals and open prop shaft

to spiral bevel final drive.
General —

This model has an 8ft 9in wheel base,

semi elliptic front springs and 4 elliptic

rear springs. Front wheel brakes are
fitted which are operated by push rods
housed in the hollow king pins. A very
practical and nice looking roadster body
completes the general specifications and
the dickey seat is very comfortable and
well protected by the high square hood.

The car is painted maroon with black

mudguards, hood and upholstery and

i5 a remarkably [unctional light car of
its period.

I think T can claim some credit for this
car making its appearance at the Inter-
national Rally for I was able to put Martin
on to it when he phoned me several months
before the Rally and asked if T knew of a car
which would be suitable for himsell and his
wile to do the Rally in. I reeled off several
cars that 1 knew were available and Martin
did not appear to be very enthusiastic about
these, and then as an after-thought T men-

POYNTON

tioned the Leaf. 1 had recently been to
Hawke's Bay and had been taken around to
a Motor Garage by Des Hunter who said he
would show me a most unusual car which was
well on the way towards restoration and was
for sale. 1 had inspected the Leal with in-
terest and found, as Des had stated, that the
car was very nicely restored up to a certain
point and that it was a most interesting
little car in its own right having several fea-
tures which were not usually incorporated in
cars built in 1926,

At the mention of the Leal, Martin
sounded interested and wanted to know more
details about it. I told him as much as I
knew at that stage and I was pleasantly sur-
prised to hear from him a week or two later
stating that he had been to Hawke’s Bay and
purchased the car and would have it down in
Wellington within a few weeks.

Martin, being an Engineer, decided that
he had better look closely into the Mechanics
of the car before doing too much more work
on the body. It turned out to be a good
thing that he decided on this plan of action
because it became obvious that certain modi-
fications would have to be made before the
car could sucecssfully complete 1,400 miles
of Rally motoring, New doors had to be
made, and Joan, Martin's wife, did some
extremely professional locking work on the
upholstery. A new hood and curtains were
made and things started to look more hopeful.

Well, the car was ready in time and it
did successfully complete the Rally with a
minimum of fuss and has since competed in
several local runs.

I had the opportunity of road testing
the Leaf a few weeks ago and was agreeably
surprised at its performance and more espec-
ially its road holding. Climbing into the car
from the passenger side I found the seating
exceptionally comfortable and all the controls
within easy reach of the driver. 1 selected
low gear and found the Cone Clutch very
sweet and smooth in its operation. The gear-
box proved to be a delight to use and I be-
came rather disappointed that the car had a
very good top gear performance and did not
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The Lea-Franecis finigshing the International.

necessitate  frequent gear changing, al-
though I did do some cog swapping later on.
We picked a nice windey run and this suited
the car really well, added to which the un-
usually operated braking system gives positive
braking under all conditions. [Its steering
is both light and accurate and cornering is of
the highest order. The impression one gets
from driving this car is that the makers have
endowed it with an engine which is more
than capable of propelling the car along at
useful speeds. Although the b.h.p. extracted
from the engine is not high, the low end
torque is exceptionally good and the gear
ratios arc quite uscful for our rather varied
motoring conditions, particularly in the North
Island. Optimum speeds through the gears
were 25 m.p.h. in second, just under 40 m.p.h.
in third and the car cruises happily under
ordinary conditions at 45-30 m.p.h. I rather
reluctantly pulled up outside my gate and
handed the car back to Martin with the
feeling that 1 would have liked to have
driven it a lot further to have got the feel of
it and learnt how to extract more perform-
ance for this is a car which 1 think would

(Phota by B, Michael).

grow on vou the more vou drove it and al-
though its performance could not be called
exciting, it is certainly extremely good for
this class of vehicle,

Lea Francis have rather a long history
in the car manufacturing business although it
does appear to be spasmodic and it finally
faded out in the 1950's. The Vintage period
was undoubtedly their most successful and
the 12/22 developed into the well-known
12/40 which was fitted with the 4 ED Mea-
dows which was a much more suitable engine
for tuning, needless to sav it was from this
engine and the 12/40 that the famous Hyper
Leal was produced and this car became much
sought after by enthusiasts because of its
true sports car performance and excellent road
holding. These Hyper Leafs recorded several
notable successes but perhaps the best known
one was the win in the 1928 Ulster T.T.,
when Kaye Don drove one of these cars and
successfully beat the wverv advanced front
wheel drive Alvis.

The Hyper Leafs were fitted with a
Cozette super charger as standard and it is
possible that they were the first British car
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to be offered for sale with the super charger
as standard equipment.

Returning to the earlier Leafs, they
were also quite successful in competitions and
a 1924 10 h.p. model achieved remarkable
success in the R.A.C. 6-day trial in 1924,

Going back to our test car — it would
appear that these little 12/22's are now

among the rare Vintage cars and it is so pleas-
ing to see one of them in such excellent shape
as Martin's car. There is no doubt that the
International Rally brought a lot of cars
out of retirement and put them back into
useful service and I think that Martin and
Joan have now acecpted the Leaf as one of
the family and we will look forward to seeing
it in active service for many years to come.

OCOBITUARY

On March 19th the Vintage Car Club
of New Zealand lost one of its most enthusi-
astic supporters and greatest “characters” in
an organisation which has always been well
endowed with both enthusiasm and char-
acter. George Giltrap, was one of the earliest
members of the Auckland Club, long before
they joined up with the parent Club and
also was an original supporter of the Wai-
kato Club. From his home in Rotorua he
would think nothing of a run through to
Auckland with his well-known Cadillac
“single banger” and later on, after he and his
family had moved to Queensland with their
collection, he still found time to journey twice
to New Zealand to compete. The first occa-
sion brought him with the Cadillac to Mor-
rinsville and latterly, of course, in spite of
ill-health, to the Haast with Genevieve.

These two journeys will always serve as
an example to all our members as motoring
epics — George was a real motoring man;
rain, hail or shine there was nothing he en-
joyed better than driving a Veteran and the
tougher the going, the better he liked it, The
fact that the cars could always take it speaks
eloquently for George the Engineer — the
perfectionist.

His well-known Museum at Coolangatta
was always a haven for the wandering Kiwi
in Australia, and before he lelt New Zealand
his home had always been “open house™ for
enthusiasts of Vintage or Veteran persuasion.

We shall all sadly miss George in all
three guises, The Motoring Man, The Engin-
cer and just The Friend, and our deepest
sympathy goes out to his wife and their fam-
ily.

DOUGLAS

“Douglas and his Austin Seven could
generally be expected to give entertainment
on the Club’s Rallies,

*The cars were, very legally, strung oui
along the highway moving with the general
traffic, when an anxious over-land bus start-
ed to pass everyone. When confronted by
an on-coming vehicle, the bus tried to regain
its correct side of the road, but it was adjac-
ent to Douglas and the Austin which meant
Douglas was starting to be impolitelv crowded
onto the most unwelcome rough no fit
place for the illustrious, and for once clean
Seven, Undaunted, a well used large Cres-
cent was whipped from the floor, and Douglas
proceeded to violently hammer along the side
of the passing but ever encroaching bus. This
made a marked impression on the bus and
its startled inmates, for a much slower large
bus was then seen to leave Douglas and the
Seven to proceed on, haughty and unhurried”.

Regards till September.

%}; 10th Annversary Rally
b ST, BTN ELa

A

Nice upholstery — nice kids too.
[Photo by J. Souter).
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Hoping for F.T.D. I take it?

TO THE HILLS !!

As another sign of the Club’s rate of
growth and its ability to support really first-
class events of specialist type the Otago
Branch took the plunge and took their Inver-
may Hill Climb away from the shelter of
their Dunedin-Brighton Run to allow it to
stand on its own feet. It is many vears since
any Branch took the risk of putting a Speed
event on the National Calendar of Ewvents
and the step was well rewarded in entries
who, in their turn, were given a very worth-
while day. The organisation was slick yet
not too formal and the whole event retained
much of the picnic spirit that was such a
pleasant feature of its earlier vears without
any sacrifice to efficiency or safety.

The morning of Saturday, February
26th dawned fine but cloudy in Dunedin,
but just over “3-mile hill” all was clear. Some
rain during the weck had settled any dust
on the Invermay hill and the surface was
excellent and had, as usual, been carefully
prepared by our good friends on the Research
Station who also had allowed the Club the
use of buildings and vard as a pit area and
for catering.

This latter aspect of the event deserves
special mention as contributing so much both
to competitors’ peace of mind and to organi-
sing efficiency. The Branch had turned on
a really first-class morning and afternoon tea

by A.AA.

and Junch all of which was included in the
entry fee.

In the morning the clans started to
gather at the Hill. From Christchurch came
a strong team comprising Geoff Owen, Ron
Hassell, Gavin Bain and Bob Beardsley, all
with 3-litre Bentleys. Warner Mauger with
Sunbeam, Bob Turnbull sur. Sizaire-Naudin
and Winder's P.V. Riley, Ted Loveridge
also arrived very late with the Blown N.A.
Magnette M.G,

From Ashburton there was lan McKel-
lar with the P.V. 4l4-litre Lagonda and
Timaru fielded Jim Sullivan with a Packard
B. The local Branch’s honour was in the
hands of Jim Bissland and Goodman, as the
only motorcyele entries, Mike Haggitt with
3-litre Bentley, George Tolield’s 12/60 Alvis,
Bob Oakley and Fox with Model A Fords,
Kidd's Hupmobile and Gough's 1914 Buick,
and rather later in the day the large Inver-
cargill contingent appeared following an al-
most “Imperial progress” complete with
champagne breakfast! The team comprised
the Meclvor brother’s Aston Martin, Willis
Brown with 44-litre Bentley and Ken Me-
Millian’s carly Silver Ghost, supported by
Dale’s 501 Fiat and Barne’s Chev.

During the morning there was time for
two practice runs for all who had arrived
by then which proved lively until Geoff Owen
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We may play around
with old cars in our
spare time ! !

But when we make
something, we like it
to be modern and
up to date, like the

POUR-A-CAN
THE

All Steel

Petrol Container

2 gallon 56/-
1 gallon 47 /-

SALES DIVISION OF

SOUTHWARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
L' WCE'R, "HAU"T T
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1. MecKellar, Lagonda at Blackout Bend exit. Second fastest car.
{Phais by B, Michael}

;. Bain — Bentley at Pine end corner.

(Phowe by J. King).
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on his first run with the 3-litre and going
very fast lost power at the wheels just out
of the trees only to discover a broken crank-
shaft! ‘This effectively damped down the
enthusiasm of the other Bentley bovs! The
results thus tend to show other marques as
coming into their own. McKellar and the
Lagonda was tremendously impressive, the
big car taking up remarkably little road and
steadily improving times on every run. Also
most impressive but with more fireworks was
Winder's Riley who finally achieved F.T.D.
for cars on his second last run. Tofield’s
Alvis was [ast and clean to obtain third F.T.D.
for cars and best performance on Formula.
Fastest Vintage Car time went to Mauger's
final run in the Sunbeam 20 at 42.25 secs,,
and fastest Bentley to Haggitt at 43.05 secs.

Compare these with fastest tme overall

from Bissland’s Velocette at 38.52 and Win-
der's fastest P.V. car at 38.55 secs.

RESTU

ENTRANT CARS Pi P2 Rl
WINDER Riley 2142  41.62 40.83 3940
BISSLAND Velocewte 403 52.69 40.24
GOODMAN Douglas EW, — — 5530
OAKLEY Ford A  50.3 G0.88 6820
HASSELL Bentley  453.72 — 4643
SULLIVAN Packard  54.38 — HiB
McKELLAR  Lagonda  41.22 41.39 4046
HAGGITT Bentley 4345 — 4426
BEARDSLEY  Bentley  50.60 — 5135
OWEN Bentley D.N.F.

BAIN Bentley 4522 — -
KI1DD Hupmobile 54.55 54 82 54.63
MAUGER Sunbeam  43.90 — 4540
TURNBULL 3izaire-Naudin 81,18 - BR.39
BARNES Chevrolet 6390 gws— 65.51
DALE Fiat 76.50 — 7435
MelVOR Aston Martin — —  43.90
TOFIELD Alvis e == o
McMILLAN  Rolls-Royee — — 5135
GOUGH Buick — - 617
BROWN Bentley -- — 46.09
FOX Ford A — — 4015
LOVERSIDGE M.G. - — M4

There were many interesting contests
elsewhere in the field.

The brother's Mclvor were obviously
having fun against each other with the Aston
and finished up with second best perform-
ance on Formula and seventh fastest time of
the day.

All was finally wound up by a first class
“do” at the Otago Club Room now re-
splendent with even the gas lighting opera-
tional.

Next year there will be many new cars
and, indeed, many old and inconclusive bat-
tles to bring to conclusion, The Motarcycle
versus Car duel is obviously at the point where
the tables may be turned and a car achieve
F.T.D.; the Bentlevs will obviously be after
the re-acquisition of lost laurels and some
Vintage potential will be coming up to chal-
lenge the P.V. brigade ! ! See vou there
next vear ! ! !

LTS
FormulaF.T.D. F.T.For.
R2 R3 R4 Target

38.88 38.55 38.95 386 2 4
40.28 38.52 39.22 350 1 12
54.74 100.9 51.95 43.0 L6 18
5240 - 544 43.0 13 15
+4.24 43.50 +Hh68 450 8 (i
54.56 53.55 — 40.0 17 14
38.76 3044 jB68 375 3 i)
43.60 4305 43.70 430 i 5
51.73 51.75 _— 43.0 15 16

43.0 — —_—
44.52 4548 4550 430 10 9
.15 55:50 55.3 46.0 18 17
46.27 48.48 42.25 43| o 3
T9.70 —- — 7.6 22 21
60.50 D.NF. 589 433 14 20
72.52 T2.17 67.1 4.6 2] 22
4347 .05 43.90 445 7 2
4215 41.45 4046 424 4 1
5040 52.50 — 48.6 14 1
01.35 29.93 6.1 49.0 N 7
45.90 45.96 4355 41.2 11 14
47.16 48.55 17.3 43.0 12 13
.20 —_ - 41.8 9 11
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J. A. Bissland, K.8.5. Veloceite coming out of Blackout Bend. Winner Haphael Memorial Trophy for

Born to Blush Unseen

The British journal “Motor Cycling”
once ran an interesting series of articles en-
titled, if our memory serves us correctly,
“Models Which Never Reached The Public™,
in which were revealed the behind-the-scenes
stories of promising designs which for various
reasons cconomic, technical, or sometimes
a combination of both failed to make the
grade during their development periods and
were never placed on the market. With the
cooperation of the manufacturers, the writer
of the article unearthed from factory attics
and cellars and dusty recesses of experimental
departments many completed or partially-
completed machines for which high hopes
had been held but which were never destined
to grace the floors of dealers’ showrooms.
Here were such born-to-blush-unseen models
as the first vertical twin Triamph of 1914,
an carly in-line four-cylinder Royal Enfield,
experimental B.S. A, vertical twing, and dozens

F.T.D.

VINTAGE & VETERAN MOTORCYCLE NOTES

{Photo by B, Michael)
by Geoff Hockley.

of others, for few if any manufacturers have
not produced at some time or another mach-
ines which failed to reach expectations. In
engines, too, were revealed such fascinating
bits of machinery as the eight-valve 250 c.c.
Rudge twin of 1930 with four radially-dis-
poscd valves per cylinder, and a 350 c.c.
J-A.P. single with desmodromic valve gear,
which saw the light in the nineteen-twenties.
It was a most interesting series of articles,
and we wish we'd kept them for our files, in-
stead of, as is our usual wont, loaning them
to interested parties and losing track of them,
Recently, by a lucky combination of circums-
stances, we came across details of another
promising model which unfortunately was
never destined to achieve [ame, and in the
hope that our readers may be interested in our
investigations, which began in Bluff, N.Z,,
and ended in New Jersey, US.A., we'll pro-
ceed with the narrative. It came to pass
thusly — we were enjoying a pow-wow with
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Keith Prentice from Bluff, who called in to
see us recently. Keith is an Indian man, as
one would expect from his connection with
the long-defunct firm of Davies and Pren-
tice, at one time prominent motorcycle dealers
in Invercargill and Indian agents for South-
land territory. Anyway, we were discussing
various models of the Red tribe and the
Prince, ntroduced in 1925, was mentioned.
Many of our older readers will recall this
model, which was a rather uninspiring 350
c.c. side-valve of no special virtues except
perhaps slogging capacity. An o.h.v. version
was also produced in rather limited quantities,
and this was no mean performer. One or two
were seen on N.Z. tracks and acquitted them-
selves well. We thought we were pretty
familiar with Indians in general, so when
Keith casually mentioned that the factory
had produced an overhead-camshalt version
of the Prince — and that he could produce
a photo to prove-it — it may be imagined
that we were, to say the least, intrigued. We
could hardly wait for the arrival of the photos
which Keith kindly made available to us.
They depicted, sure enough, an o.h.c. power
unit of business-like appearance in a 1925
Prince frame, which we knew had never been
a catalogued model and therefore concluded
that it was perhaps a “one off” experimental
job. To wverify this we wrote that doyen of
American antique motorcycle collectors, Ted
Hodgdon, who for some years was connected
with the advertising department of the Indian
factory in Sprnglield, Massachusetts. We
knew that if anyone could give us the inside
story, it would be Ted — and he didn’t dis-
appoint us. When he went to work at the
factory in 1926, he told us, C. B. Franklin,
the famous Indian engineer and designer, was
working on an o.h.c. engine which (tell it not
in Hall Green, Birmingham!) was apparently
based on the very successful Velocette engine
of the same type. In fact, Ted says, there
was actually a complete K55 Velo dismantled
for inspection in the Indian engincering de-
partment! However, the o.h.c. Indian unit
doesn’t appear to greatly resemble its British
counterpart and it's not impossible that had
the project been developed seriously, Franklin,
who was a brilliant engineer, might have
come up with a formidable rival to the fam-
ous “cammy” Velo. However, the model

was never put into production. It was said
that the few built (eight in all) were to be
used in the 1930 racing season, but the pro-
ject was shelved, possibly because the United
States, in common with the rest of the world,
was in the grip of the great depression. The
ultimate fate of the “cammy”™ Indians is un-
known, but it's probable that along with
many other interesting and historical Indian
models thev met an ignominous end under
the scrap dealers’ hammers when the big
factory finally closed down after more than
half a century of motorcyele production —
just another promising machine to be added
to the long list of *“Models which never reach-
ed the public”. Now, it's just occurred to us
that another interesting (and controversial)
article, on somewhat the same lines, could
be written sometime. The title? “*Models
Which Never Should Have Reached The
Public”’. But we shan’t stick our necks out on
this one!

= L 1 [T 4L TaLl
RARE REDSKIN. The little-known overhead-
camshaft Indian Prince of 1926, Phota G.H.).
Those Up-And-Coming Northerners!

While the now country-wide V. & V.
motorcycle hobby could perhaps be said to
have first spread its fledgling wings in Christ-
church (as a section of the V.C.C. of N.Z.
anyway) and while the City of the Plains
first introduced that annual fixture now so
popular in both Islands — the all-motorcycle
rally — any of us denizens of the *Mainland”
who are sitting back and basking complac-
ently in the sunshine of our own achievements
had better adopt the advice recently handed
out by a certain august personage — i.c., pull
our fingers out, because the V. & V. motor-
cycle movement in the North is really going
to town. Take for instance the third annual
N.I. Motorcycle Rally held at Masterton on



JUNE, 15966

PAGE ELEVEN

March 12. Our Intelligence Department (no
connection with the C.I.A.) reports this
function as being “terrific”; with some ex-
tremely interesting machincr}' among the
bumper entry of 27 — six Indians, six Har-
leys, five Douglases, three Ariels, two B.S.A's,
and one each Matchless, Excelsior, Triumph,
Norton and Reading- ":,mm:hrl:l The Norge
V. & V. Challenge Trophy for the best overall
performance went to Ross Oldfield, who had
brought his beautifully finished !‘-124 B.S.A,
sidecar outfit from Auckland. The Kenneth
L. Bull Memorial Trophy was awarded to
Dave Palmer, whose immaculate 1930
Matchless “Silver Arrow” was unanimously
voted ““The Machine I Would Most Like To
Own"” — a novel idea which could well be
copied by organisers of future events. Dave
made it a double by also annexing the Vint-
age Concours Trophy with the same machine,
while the Veteran Concours went to T.
Haves’ 1915 Triumph sidecar outfi. Winner
of the Timed Run {Veteran Section) was G,
M. Howard (1916 Indian) and Andy Thom-
son {now, where have we heard that name
before?) collected the Vintage Section with
his 1920 Harley outfit. The Driving Tests
were divided into three classes — Veteran
Solos, Vintage Solos, and Sidecar Outfits.
Alan Brehaut of Timaru, the sole S.1. repre-
sentative at the Rally, demonstrated that he
doesn’t necessarily have to ride a Douglas to
figure in the awards list by winning the
veteran class on Glennie Bull's Reading-5tan-
dard, and B. C. Williams of Auckland scored
a double by not only winning the Vintage
section but also being awarded the special
prize for the entrant riding the longest dis-
tance to the rally — his 1925 Harley clocked
397 miles. That's keeness! Ross Oldficld
was another “two-timer” — as well as col-
lecting the premier award of the day, he also
took the driving test for sidecars. Several of
the Masterton Rallv entrants have been seen
in action down here, including that G.0O.M.
of vintage motorcycling, Jack Dickson, who
in March 1965 nonchalantly motored his
1928 Harley around the Haast Rally (see you
there in 1972, Jack!). The evening function
maintained the day’s high standard and
comprised a dinner, entertainment by a local
Cook Island group, presentation of trophies,
a film screening, and supper to top off a splen-

didly organised event. Bill Skilton and Fred
Spencer again did the Concours judging—and
if anyone is better qualified for this job, we
have vet to meet him! Maureen and Glen
Bull, Don Laing, Tony Bruce and other
Masterton Section members saw that every-
thing ran without a hitch — cnngr'ﬂ.ulatmm
on a wonderful show, and we hope next vear’s
is twice as big! And pardon us for un-
stabling our pet hobby-horse again — when,
oh when, will North and South be able to
combine in a first trulv National Motorcyele
Rally?

]'-'DP'I_TL;"LR PICK. Dave l"alm{rra. 1930 Mnlchleap.
“Silver Arrow”, voted “The Machine 1T would

Most Like to Own” at Masterton.
(Photo courtesy G Bull).

Crystal Ball Dept.

A further International Rally, to mark
the Club’s 25th Birthday, is to be held in
February, 1972. (Excerpt from “Beaded
Wheels”, September, 1965).

It was on a morning in February,
1972, that we were awakened by a knock on
our bedroom door and sleepily opened our
eyes to see our old family retiner standing by
the bedside. “Your Glaxo, sir”, he quavered,
slopping half the contents of the cup into the
saucer as he passed it. We were about to
chicde him when we remembered that some
weeks previously he had insisted upon defer-
ring his retirement {rom our service on his
105th birthday so that he could attend us
on the morning of the Second N.Z. Inter-
national Rally. “*Ah, thank vou, Fotheringay”,
we mumbled, “What's the weather {orecast?”
“1 regret to say, sir, that indications are that
it may be slightly inclement — floods at
Fairlie, gales at Geraldine, tornadoes at Te
Anau, whirlwinds at Wanaka and quakes at
Queenstown are some ol the conditions which
may be expected”, “Well, well, Fotheringay”,
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we observed optimistically, “we must console
ourselves with the thought that conditions
cannot possibly be worse than those we ex-
perienced at Mount Cook during the 1965
Rally — have we ever related the events of
that memorable night to you? *I think I
may say that I am tolerably familiar with the
vicissitudes which you endured sir”, he re-
plied. “At a somewhat rough estimate, 1 think
vou have related the occurrence upon approx-
imately one hundred and sixty-four occasions
during the past few vears. However, sir, may
I point out that in the 1965 event you were
mounted upon your tried and trusty old 1920
model, whereas this time you are using this
new-fangled 1929 model which — 7 “Come,
come, Fotheringay”, we interrupted irritably,
“we are well aware that you disapproved of
us dispesing of the old machine, but why keep
harping on the subject? After all, we only
took such a drastic step because of your con-
tinual complaints regarding such a trivial
matter as salary arrears, and because our bank
manager scems singularly unreceptive to sug-
gestions for an overdraft”. “Quite, sir”’, he
replied meekly. I should not wish you to
think that I am in any way unappreciative
of your generous gesture — though may I be
permitted to point out, sir, that the arrears
which vou mentioned still do not appear to
be forthcoming”. “H'm, you have a point
there, Fotheringay”, we conceded. “It was a
litle unfortunate that we happened to dis-
cover this other machine while returning
home with the proceeds from the old one.
Under the circumstances, we shall not pursue
the subject any further. Now, we are duc
at the start in an hour or so — has the mach-
ine had its final check?” 1 believe, sir, that
you will find everything functioning to your
satisfaction”, he replied. “The built-in hot
water bottles on each footrest, and the exhaust
system running through the handlebars,
should ensure a comfortable temperature for
vour extremities under the most Arctic condi-
tions and the brandy cask in the sidecar is
filled to capacity. If the pump which delivers
it to your tank-top bar should fail, provision
has been made for the emergency by running
a length of tubing from the cask — you will
only need to insert the end of it in your mouth
and, er, draw, sir”. ““Then, Fotheringay, some
of our [riends might be literally correct when

they informed us that if we competed in this
event at our age, we'd be a sucker”, we re-
marked. “However, we must be on our way
— it would never do to be late for the start!”
And kicking our steed into life, we headed
mto the sunrise, bound for the Great Adven-
ture of 1972 — the Second New Zealand
International Rally.

Book Review

The fantastic popularity of the once-
despised motorcycle today in the United
States — a country which prior to the war
probably numbered fewer machines in pro-
portion to its population than any other
country in the world — could hardly be
more strikingly illustrated than by the appear-
ance of such a book as Floyd Clymer's “A
Treasury of Motorcycles of the World”, Even
a few years ago it would have been difficult
to imagine such an august publishing house as
McCraw-Hill being even mildly intercsted in
producing such a volume. But today the
motorcycle has come into its own, and Author
Clymer, in the 237 pages of text and 500
photographs which comprise this lavish
volume, has done the sport and industry
proud. No phase of the movement has failed
to receive his attention, though what will be
of most interest to the vintage motorcycle
fan are the sixty-five pages, under the sub-
heading of “YESTERDAY", which he has
devoted to machines and events of days gone
by, and we can think of no-one better quali-
fied to deal with such topics. In these pages
will be found extracts from motorcycle jour-
nals of long ago, advertisements of dozens of
long-defunct machines of the past, rare photo-
graphs of classic events of bygone years, in-
cluding the famous Dodge City annual 300-
mile race —  the “Indianapolis” of
motorcycling — (in the 1916 event the
author made his presence felt in no mean
fashion ), the hair-raising motordromes of the
1909-13 period, the annual Capistrano hill-
climb which drew 20,000 spectators, thrills
on the dirt tracks, and almost every other type
of activity. Many of the makes depicted were
never seen in New Zealand, including the
almost legendary O.H.C. Cyclone. And did
you know that in 1916 you could purchase
a Harley-Davidson eight-valve racing mac-
hine? — if you had $1500 — and, even more
important only if the makers, after investiga-
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tion, decided that you could do it justice. “A
Treasury of Motorcycles” deserves a place on
any enthusiast’s bookshelf, though the some-
what high price in New Zealand bookshops
may prevent it having as wide a circulation as
it merits. Our copy came by courtesy ol
the author, to whom we wish to extend our
thanks and appreciation.

We Are Flattered!

When we advertised our “Old Faithful”
1920 Harley-Davidson in the previous issue
of "Beaded Wheels”, we never remotely
imagined the deluge of mail which resulted
— some from would-be purchasers, some
chiding uvs for parting with the old machine
(two or three of these were really sharp),
some anxious to see it go into good hands, and
a great many inquiring if we were giving up
the hobby. We felt deeply Aattered at the
interest taken, which seems to us to indicate
that the V. & V. motorcycle movement is
very much on the ball, and we should like to
assure all these good people that the old
bike couldn’t have gone to a better home (it
will be seen in action at all future Club events
and probably at N.I. fixtures also) and that
as far as our personal interest in the game is
concerned, it's never been stronger.  But with
more restorations coming up the lift, we just
had to clear the decks a little!

WIREMU

by Geo. Woodward.

“Py Korry™, said Wi one day, “that par-
son bloke want me to take the Harley to
church on Sunday™.

On looking into this statement [ found
that the local vicar, in an effort to increase
the numbers of his flock, had invited the
local motar-cycle club to hold a church par-
ade complete with cycles, leather jackets,
girl-friends-in-jeans and what-have-you,

I thought this might be rather interesting
and | suggested to Wi that he take his friend
Hori and both wives and families along in
the big Harley sidecar, but he said, “The
Missus and picaninnies gone with Hori and
Misus to Rotorua

However, he was prepared to cooperate
and on Sunday morning Wi proudly piloted
the Harley 4 into the church grounds with
vours truly sitting in solitary state in a sidecar
which could comfortably have accommodated
four adults or two adults and six children,

The Harley was well-known in the Club
but still commanded a terrific amount of
interest among the lads whose idea of a big
machine was a 650 c.c. Triumph. Wi lorded
it over them like a “High Priest of Cubic
Centimetres” dealing with a congregation of
millimetres.

The Vicar moved among the machines
and chatted to the riders and passengers. I
saw Wi swell like a pouting pigeon when he
said, "That’s a big machine and very well
kept”.

After a cup of tea and a chat we all went
in to the church for the morning service and
Wi, who was not a regular churchgoer, had to
rely on me for the “form™.

The hymns were well known ones and
I heard Wi putting in a nice Maori tenor to
some of them. The vicar preached a rattling
good sermon which was topical and well
received

During the last hymn the collection was
taken up and following my example Wi put
a shilling in the offertory bag.

Later when we were having a quict
glass out of the half gallon jar he said to me,
*That parson, Boss, he the plurry good bloke,
but, Py Korry, he didn't sav who won the
hub—in".

Restoration and Maintenance ldeas

{1) To clean the underside of cars use
a tapered wire wheel brush for the wheels
and running gear. Saturate in Lux liquid
detergent and poke into all the awkward
corners then hose off. For flat surfaces use
a piece of towelling similarly saturated smear
all over and hose off.

(2) Often old well base wheels have
the beads closer together than desirable with
tvres available today. Cut a liner from an
old tube making a hole for the valve where
the old valve was cut out. For 5:25, 5:50 tyres
this liner needs to be at least 5 to 6 inches
wide and be tucked well up the side of the
tyre wall. What is lelt over from the old
tube makes an excellent spare wheel cover.

(3} Fer 20/60 Vauxhall owners. Hum-
ber 80 pistons turned down from 3in will fit.
The relationship of gudgeon to crown is O.K.
Leave the 4th (seraper) ring off for the first
5 to 7,000 miles as with a long stroke engine
the ring in the skirt causes the pistons to run
too dry.
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NATIONAL RALLY WELLINGTON EASTER 1966

Cars taking part in the National Rally
started to arrive in Wellington on Thursday
and Friday, Tth and 8th April. The Hutt
Park Racecourse was used as the Rally Head-
quarters and by Friday evening practically
all the hundred odd Competitors had report-
ed there and were preparing for their week-
end in the Capital Citv. As cars and crews
came from all corners of New Zealand, many
old [riendships were renewed and it was soon
very obvious that many new friendships were
going to be made.

Once the Organisers had decided rather
ambitiously it seemed, to give a full day’s
competitive motoring on the Easter Saturday,
that is a Trial of approximately 120 miles, a
Hill Climb, a Sprint and several driving tests
and a Questionnaire, they felt that it would
be advantageous to have every available help-
er from Wellington Branch so that no Com-
petitors from the Wellington area were allow-
ed to enter for the Rally. However, two Wel-
lington cars were entered, the Hotchkiss
driven by Brian Brown and the 4Va-litre
Bentley driven by Andrew Anderson, both
from Canterbury Branch,

The first car left the Racecourse prompt-
ly at 8.0 a.m. on the Saturday morning — all
the other vehicles leaving at 1 minute inter-
vals,. The first exercise was to have each
vehicle weighed in Petone as it was essential
to have the correct weight of each vehicle for
the Hill Climb formula. After this, the
Competitors proceeded through the Hutt and
on to the Western Hutt Road, over the Hay-
wards Hill and continued on until they reach-
ed the Hill Climb venue on the Pauatahanui
side of the old Packakariki Hill Road. Owing
to a small technicality, it was not possible to
completely close this road to traffic and it
meant that a certain amount of time was lost
at the Hill Climb venue. However, most of
the Competitors drove in quite a spirited
manner and Dave Hall's 2.3 Alfa Romeo went
very nicely through the corners and it was
wonderful to see this famous car being driven
in a competitive event once again, (This is
the Birkin-Howe car that in long chassis form
won the 1931 Le Mans 24-hour race and a
full road test and historical report on this car

will be printed in a later issue of “Beaded
Wheels" ).

Upon reaching the Summit of the Pae-
kakariki Hill, competitors motored down to
McKay's Crosing to the second driving test
of the day and at this point were given a
Questionnaire which had to be completed and
handed in at Levin. One more driving test
was held at Otaki, and then on to Levin
where cars did a “Lap of Honour” around
the Cycle Track and then down on to the
centre green for a short driving test, and were
then parked away for Public Inspection while
the competitors had a well-earned lunch ably
prepared by Ivan Benge and his capable
team,

After lunch competitors left the Levin
Domain to complete the final driving test
of the day at Manakau, from Manakau down
to the Otaki Gorge Road where a standing
I4-mile Sprint was held. This venue proved
to be highly successful and the cars were
run through the Sprint with very little fuss
and bother and once again Dave Hall and
his Alfa turned on a good performance with
20.89 seconds. Brian Wycherley driving his
lovely old 30/98 Vauxhall showed the Bent-
lev bovs that when it comes to low end tor-
que, they are not quite in the hunt ! ! It is
quite amazing how a Sprint can bring out
the competitive spirit in drivers and some
quite remarkable sights were seen when Bull-
nosed Morris’ and other small motorcars
{not forgetting the motor-cycles), left the
start line in a very determined manner.

From the sprint venue, competitors join-
c¢d the Main South Road at Te Horo and
motored down to Waikanae where they cross-
ed the railway line and proceeded over the
windy and very picturesque Akatarawas to
Upper Hutt and then on through Lower Hutt
to the Racecourse.

For the competitors, that was the end
of the dav’s serious motoring and after a sub-
stantial meal, most of the visitors releaxed at
the Social and Dance which was held at the
5t. Bernard's College Hall. Ray Ivin and
Bill Delaney had gone to a lot of trouble to
suitably decorate the Hall and plenty of en-
tertainment was bolstered up by an excellent
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supper. Shortly after midnight the weather
which had been rather dull and unpleasant
in Wellington all day took a turn for the worse
and heavy rain continued for some hours.
This did not however dampen the spirits
of the revelers and from the social they dis-
persed in groups, some going on to late-late
shows. One of these turned out to be high-
lighted by a very exclusive dance which would
have put the artist amongst the highest paid
performers at one of Wellington's local strip
shows.

Contrary to all expectations, Sunday
dawned bright and sunny, although a little
chilly first thing. At 9.0 am. the vehicles
left Hutt Park at Lo-minute intervals and
proceeded to Wellington for a Scenic Drive
around the waterfront to Houghton Bay where
the timed section commenced and then pro-
ceeded through Brooklyn, Kelburn, Wades-
town through to Johnsonville, then on to
Paremata, over the Haywards to the Tren-
tham Racecourse. This is a lovely spot where
cars were parked according to their concours
order and then the competitors were left
free to enjoy a pleasant luncheon and then
wander around and casually enjoy each
other’s company and cars for the rest of the
afternoon.

Concours was on an optional basis and
it meant a very high standard of entrant
being judged in some cases for his contribution
towards the team prize points.

As the sun started to set, competitors
moved back to Lower Hutt and prepared
themselves for the Final Dinner and Prize-
giving. After an excellent dinner, some short
speeches were opened by Mr D. J. Carroll,
Shell Company  Manager for Wellington,
who also very kindly acted as official starter
for the cars on the Saturday trial. Mr Car-
roll’'s speech was replied to by Mr Andrew
Anderson in his capacity as President of the
V.C.C., New Zealand, and both Mr Ander-
son and Mr A. K. Wright, Club Captain of
the V.C.C., New Zealand, made mention of
the early pioneer events that were held in and
around Wellington during the 1946 to 195]
era. Mr Wright went on to say that it was
interesting to record that the Saturday trial
had passed over historical ground in the form
of what used to be the Packakariki Hill Climb.
This Climb used to incorporate the full
214 miles of the Paekakariki to Pauatahanui

side of the hill and it is interesting to note
that two of the vehicles which had run in the
National Rally had actually competed at Pae-
kakariki in days gone by. These were the
Wycherley 30/98 in those days owned and
driven by Ken Hemus of Auckland, and the
Hotchkiss.

Mrs Jean Wright, wife of Ken, presented
the Main Trophies to the following:

Concours:

Motor Cycle — Mr L. Townshend, 1926

Harley Davidson.

Veteran Car — Mr D. P. Manhart,
Hurtu.

Vintage Car — Mr P. D. Topliss, 1926

Morris Cowley.

PV.V. — Mr G. R. Beetham, 1934
Bentley,

Class Winners:

Class 1.—Mr I. T. Barnes, 1910 Tri-
umph; Mr D. Shand, 1924 Doug-
las,

Class 2.—Mr L. Jones, 1914 Mornis
Oxford; Mr ]J. Loughnan, 1914
F.N.

Class 3.—Mr A. W. Jones, 1917 Grant;
Mr G. Jelfs, 1915 Ford T,

Class 4—Mr R. E. Duckworth, 1922
Fiat 5015; Mr R, 5Scott, 1923 Fiat
5018.

Class 5—Mr A. K. Wright, 1924 Alvis
12/40; Mr R. Osgood, 1924 Aus-
tin 12/4.

Class 6.—Mr D. R. Bowman, 3 Litre
1928 Bentley; Mr G. Owen, 3
Litre 1926 Bentley.

Class 7.—Mr T. ]. Bear, 1930 Franklin;
Mr ]. Bavlev, 1930 Franklin.

Class 8—Mr G, R. Beetham, 1934 Bent-
ley; Mr R. Porter, 1935 S5.5.1.

SPECIAL AWARDS:
Hard Luck Trophy—

This Trophy was deservedly won by
Russell Cross of Timaru riding his 1918
Excelsior Motor Cyele, who had a double
amount of bad luck which put him well in
front.

Fiat Trophy —

Presented by Mr Hackett of Olympic
Motors, the Lower Hutt Fiat Agents, for the
best prepared Fiat competing in the National
Rally. Winner — Mr J. H. Williamson,
1922 Fiat 501,



Camera Review

Motor eyelists at rest.

1931 Alfa Romeo supercharged 8 cyl. 2,336 c.c.
D. P. Manhart, Chrisichurch, won the veteran sport-racer of D. Hall, Huntly. It clocked
CONCOUrs, fastest time in the {-mile sprint.




Two almost identical Fiats 501 were placed 1st and 2nd in their trial elass. R, E, Duckworth, Christ-
church, was winner and R. B. Seott, Christchurch, second.

). McLeod, Invercargill, prepares his 1925 T for 1913 Waolseley Landaulet (complete with speaking

the concours. tube) was driven down Ifrom Hamilton by 8. T.
Nolan.

(Fhotos by courtesy R, Porter ),
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Furtherest Distance Driven — (Branch
Award).
Winner — Auckland Branch.

Montagu Trophy —
{ Motor Cycle Award).

Presented by Lord Montagu to be used
in Club Competitions, and it was decided that
it would be presented on specific occasions
for the total aggregate points gained by a
Motor Cycle. Winner — Mr L. Townshend,
1926 Harley Davidson.

Complaints Prize —

Mr E. Daunt, our Complaints Officer,
had a hard job deciding who should win this
special prize, as with his special system of
clipping each competitor's complaint cards
according to their seriousness, some [fairly
high scores were recorded. However, a gen-
tleman driving a very large Packard won by
quite a comfortable margin whilst two lady
competitors driving an Austin 12/4 came a
close second with their complaints neatly
typed and handed in at the appropriate
time.

Maxwell Trophy —

Presented by Charles Maxwell for In-
ter-Branch Team Competition.

It was very gratifving to have each
Branch of the Vintage Car Club well repre-
sented at the Rally and no doubt with the
closeness of the total points gained by three
Branches, it was obviously taken quite ser-
iously.

Winner — Auckland Branch.

Fastest Time — Sprint

Mr D. Hall, 1931 Alfa Romeo 2.3.

After the main prizes had been given
out, each competitor received a Bronze
Plaque and at least one photograph of their
vehicle taken during the Rally. The rest
of the evening was spent in watching a film
produced by the National Film Unit on Wel-
lington, and also the 1965 International Rally
Film which after supper was a nice way of
winding up the evening's entertainment.

It was felt by the Host Branch that by
and large the Rally has been a great success
and it takes the opportunity of thanking all
those Club Members who entered and com-
peted, and wishes them good Vintage Motor-
ing for the future.

The Chief Rally Officers were:
Co-ordinator—Mr R. L. Southward.
Time Trial and Chief Marshall—Mr M.

J. Poynton.
Public Relations—Mr W. Johnston.
Secretary—Mr J. Elworthy.
Treasurer—Mr R. Boswell.
Concours—Mr M. 5. Dickens.
Hill Climb and Sprint—Mr A. A. Dray.
Driving Tests—Mr C. Maxwell.
Light Repais—Mr M. Warmner.
Ship[;ing and Programme-—Mr J. Drans-
ield.
Resuls—Mr P, Tucker and Mr M.
Ferner.
Accommodation and Complaints—Mr
E. Daunt.
Catering—Mr L. Benge.
Entertainment—Mr R. Ivin.
M.C, Social—Mr E. M. Delany.
First Aid—Mr B. Benge.
Movement—Mr C. W. Dray.

WELLINGTON BRANCH NOTES

by Ken Wilkinson.

Of course the highlight of our recent activities
has been The National Rally at Easter. All of our
members who assisted in organizing and running the
Rally now know what has to be done behind scenes,
and this knowledge will enable them to appreciate
even more and get more enjoyment in their foture
rallying.

At our recent meetings we heard the history
of Roy Southward's 1913 Maudsley. This was
particularly interesting as he has the correspondence
dealing with the car between the makers and its
original Wellington purchaser,

Also Ted Daunt has once again instructed and
at the same time entertained us by showing us his
progress on the 1926 Alvis, 12/50, This will be
another worthwhile restoration and we will have a
very strong Alvis contingent in the club when this
car is roadworthy.

Some recent acquisitions by club members have
been a 1912 Star Tourer by the Jones' family of
Featherstone, a 1912/13 or it might even be a 1908
Model B.B. Minerva has been dug up, ves literally,
by Martin Ferner. This is a 4-cyl. sleeve valve,
4-litre job. Mike Poynton has acquired a 1934 Tal-
bot 75 in very good original condition from Christ-
church.

Our Wairarapa members organized the North
Island Motor Cycle Rally which was held at Mas-
terton on  Saturday, March 12th. Twenty-four
machines took part and Fred Spencer and Bill
Skilton who judged the concours had a difficult job
owing to the improvement in restorations, The
30 mile run was followed by driving tests and at
the dinner Mr 5. Robinson presented trophies and
prizes.
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Reminiscences 1900

EARLY MOTORING IN
MARLBOROUGH
By RON OSGOOD

In the early days before the motor-car,
the only means of travel was by horse-back or
horse and trap (excluding trains). The aver-
age wage was about £2 a week and in most
cases large families had to be brought up on
this. It was obvious therefore that only very
well-to-do  people were able to afford the
luxury of a horse and trap. As with cars
the term trap covered a variety of vchicles.
There were waggonettes, dog carts, buggies,
sulkies, cabs, etc,, the taxi replaced the cab
and hansom cab, Drags and coaches, bus
work, while heavy work was done with heavy
waggons and drays. 1 well remember the
coaches leaving the Post Office for Nelson,
Wairau Valley, Molesworth and Kaikoura.
There were several changes of horses on the
routes, to keep up a fast service.

Father was a coachbuilder and wheel-
wright by trade, having served his apprentice-
ship with Holmes and Lane. He was also a
good blacksmith and painter as all these
trades were carried out in the same premises

where he worked. Whether he served his
time with Tom Patchett who was blacksmith
there I never knew. When I was a small boy
I used to help him with welding and tyring
wheels. Both these operations called for
the utmost speed. I would be sworn at for
being too slow and would be thinking of
other things as 1 trod on hot pieces of iron
with bare feet and dodged sparks on my bare
legs from the anvil.

Father used to get hold of old traps that
had been smashed up through horses bolting
and fix them up. A new wheel for in-
stance, The felloes would be steamed and
bent to shape, the hub turned up in the lathe,
the bearing in the hub known as the box
would be driven in with sacking round it, then
iron bands would be shrunk over the ends
white hot, then the lot would be plunged into
cold water. The spokes would then be made
with tools that are now obsolete, the draw
knife and spoke shave, there was also a special
tool which was adjustable for cutting the
tenons on the felloe end of the spoke, the
felloes would then be bored with an auger.
Father would work out the distances between
the felloe and hub with a carpenter’s pencil
on a piece of board, mumble a few figures 1o
himself in a few minutes. Then we would

The Foden Steam Lorry about 1901,

(Fhoto by R. Osgood).
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have to mortice the holes in the hub with
a V-inch chisel and mallet, and heaven help
us if we made a mistake. The wheel would
then be put together, the tyre was welded
about two inches smaller than the wheel, a
fire would be lit all round the iron tyre, then
when it was about straw colour it would be
drawn [rom the fire and stretched over the
wheel with special dogs and sledge-hammers.

At this stage the wooden felloes would
be blazing furiously, once the tyre was in
place, buckets of water would be poured over
it till it cooled down. The tyre would shrink
back to its original size and the wheel would
be ready for several year's service, till the
tyre wore out or the woodwork rotted away.

I never served my time as a coachbuilder,
but I learned enough from father about the
trade to help me in later years. The bodies
on the early cars were very primative and
simple to build, when you know how, and I
have built several truck bodies, cabs, and
trailers, in a profesional way, thanks to the
knowledge acquired whilst helping my father,
cven though interest at the time was not
strong.

About this period (1909) there were
only about a dozen cars here. Bert and Len
Horne bought a couple of 8-10 h.p. Renaults;
these were twin cylinder cars, and were very
reliable. Bert had a white car with gold lines
to match the brasswork. He also was a one
armed driver having had his arm cut off in
a chaff-cutter accident. I often wondered
how he drove but he always managed all
right and drove for many years.

Len's car was painted green, these were
the only Renaults here for many years till
the Dairy Factory at Riverlands bought a
5-ton truck for cream collecting about 14
years later.

Next Cloustons, who were McCormack
Deering agents imported two International
motor buggies one a two-seater was sold to
Dalgety’s. I saw very little of this car, but 1
remember the late Norman Moore trying it
out up Springlands when the engine caught
fire, and Norman running into Saul’s store,
and coming out with a bucket of water, lift-
ing up the lid at the back and pouring it over
the engine. [ liked these cars with their
high trap wheels as they could go through
deep rivers where the other cars could not.

About this time Jim Benning bought an
International truck about V4-ton. This had
the usual coal scuttle bonnet like the Renault,
had solid tyres, the rear drive was by side
chains. This truck ran for many years and
gave wonderful service.

Another addition was Mr ]. Scott’s new
Alldays and Onion van. This was a 4-cylin-
der with pneumatic tyres on the front and
solids on the rear wheels which were also
driven by side chains. One feature on this
van was a beautiful polished brass siren about
8 inches in diameter. It was driven off the
flywheel with a rubber pulley off a sewing
machine spool winder. The wail of this siren
could be heard all over the town. This
van was driven by Mr Fifield who had recent-
ly arrived from England and sometimes he
would pull up and give us a ride to school.
Also the Andrew's brothers, sons of the found-
er of Andrews and Beavens of Christchurch,
had a two seater Clement Bayard each, they
had farms at Seddon and Ward.

Incidently Mr Dick Wooding, a farmer
of Ward who married one of the daughters of
Mr Andrews bought the International motor
buggy and had it for many years. It was
for sale in 1914 for £80, but was not sold.
Father nearly bought it, but was afraid we
boys would have thrashed it to picces, perhaps
he was right, as we were a bit wild then. By
this time cars were getting faster, no longer
could we run and catch up and hang on the
back. We could tell most cars by the sound
of the exhaust, like the Olds, with its chug,
chug, then the Rover with its higher speed
engine, The Alldays, Darracq, Argyll,
Renaults with the ker chug, ker chug, of their
90 degree firing order 2-cyl engines.

It was about this time also that Bill
Cates disposed of his “Foden™ steam waggon,
as it was a bit unpopular crashing through
bridges and culverts where there were no
fords, being very heavy and slow. Bill now
entered a new field. He had an interest in a
couple of Thornycroft London buses owned
by Mr Oscar Lindstrom. One was a single
decker and the other was a double decker
with a spiral staircase at the back. They
had artillery wheels with iron tyres with dual
iron at the rear. As far as | can remember
they had an open differential with single
roller chain drive. They were used to carry
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passengers to the A & P Show, but as far as I
remember this was the only work they did,
The engine was started on benzine and then
switched over to kerosene. There was some
talk from a man now deceased that they
came from Rotorua. Perhaps some of our
readers can give some information about
them. 1| believe different size wheels were
fitted upsetting the gearing as they were never
used again and years after while together
in a paddock in Warwick Street they caught

fire and were destroved. One truck was
made from the two but was unsuccessful as
it had no power and like most projects of
the period finished up in a claim for damages
in the Supreme Court here. This was about
1920 after Bill's time. Bill Cates was our
pioneer motorist and was a traction engine
and sawmill owner, but Bill's greatest ven-
ture was to come.

(to be continued )

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

The Veteran Car Club of Australia (Vic-
toria) is organising an International Rally at
Albury, N.S.W., Australia, from the lst to
fth April, 1967, for veteran and vintage auto-
mobiles and motor eycles.

It is expected that over two hundred
entries will be received from all Clubs, this of
course does not include Club members who
do not have veteran or vintage vehicles and
wish to enter in their modern vehicle for
the same fee.

The Rally will consist of five days of
rallies to cater for all types of vehicles includ-
ing single, twin and small cylinder cars,

The entrants will be expected to report
to Albury by Sunday aflternoon the 2nd April
in time for a general briefing.

Steps are being taken to obtain a suit-
able sponsor to assist to defray costs for en-
trants in order to make this Rally as inexpen-
sive as possible.

The entry fee will be $10 (ten dollars)
Australian.

Should any of your members be inter-
ested then entry forms will be available from
the Rally Director -

Mr T, C. McManamny,
28a William Street,
Frankston, Victoria,
AUSTRALIA.

ENTRIES CLOSE: 1st February, 1967,

I would be only too pleased to arrange
accommodation for any of your members
who may be touring Australia at that time
who would care to attend and extend our
hospitality.

Yours faithfully,
Veteran Car Club of Australia (Vie.)

P.V.Y. NOTES
— John Hearne.

Having been given the job of Post Vint-
age Secretary of the Auckland Branch to foster
the interests of members owning Post Vintage
vehicles, I have decided to write these notes
which should be of interest to members
throughout the country.

Restoration of Post Vintage cars and
other vehicles has really flourished in the
North over the last few months, giving prom-
ise of some fine machines coming forward
in the very near future. QOur Club Secretary,
Harold Kidd, has begun restoration of the
ex-Clinkard 1932 Alvis Speed 2(), once a
very potent car which figured well in hill-
climbs and beach racing shortly after the War.
He is also undertaking an extensive overhaul
on his Talbot 110 Sports Saloon. John Stan-
ley, currently restoring a 14/40 D.I. Delage,
has completed an engine overhaul on his
Park Ward bodied 1939 Triumph Dolomite
6, while his brother Dick, just back from
Australia, will soon have his rare Riley Lynx
Sprite motoring again. New members Ted
Willson and Don Williams are restoring an
early S.5.11 and a 1935 Riley 12/4 Kestrel
respectively. Wallace McNair has just obtain-
ed an original-condition Riley Kestrel Sprite
which has needed only de-cobwebbing virtual-
ly to achieve its pristine glamour. Richard
Coughlan is another Riley restorer, and h.s
tr;:::e:ntly commenced work on a 1935 Kestiel

The M.G. camp is pretty active too.
Brothers John and Jeff Chapple are working
steadily away at 1932 F and J2 cars. Warren
Johansen, one of our oldest (ie. earliest)
members, has a magnificent SA tourer; Fred
W;bh is restoring an NA and Dennis Milne
a PA.
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Woalseley Hornet Specials seem to con-
gregate in Auckland for retirement. I have
a Swallow, Bill Dunsmore is restoring a Tick-
ford E.W. and another E.W. has just turned
up. Michael Rose is well on with a Darracg-
bodied Talbot 95, with a 1937 A.C. drop-
head next on the list,

Indeed, Auckland is really thriving with
Post Vintage activity. Many restorers, in-
cluding some of those mentioned above, are
not yet in the Club, but all are being watched,
encouraged, assisted where possible, and in-
doctrinated with V. & V. precepts. There arc
many more cars than [ have mentioned,
among them examples of Pierce-Arrow
{ Maurice Hendry), Railton, Singer Le Mans,
Alvis (Rodney Davy) etc., and there are
many more cars available, so many, and of
such quality that it would be many years
before it would be necessary to turn to the
reductio ad absurdum Ford Y, so beloved of
critics of the P.V.V.

So much for my back yard, but interest
in P.V.V.s is springing up spontaneously
right through the length and breadth of the
country, in my experience. On a recent
cxcursion to Taranaki and their very success-
ful Maunga Moana Rally, I was pleased to
see a fine muster of Post Vintage entrants.
There was Alan Wells' superlatively restored
Riley Blue Streak Kestrel, Miss Townsend
who commenced the trip in her Riley Lynx
Sprite and later swapped to her Kestrel,
George Gibbs from Taihape with his very
fine 3%, Bentley, Keith Kircher with his
M.G. VA tourer, and Geoff Power in his
smart Alvis Speed 25 Sports Saloon which
kept my Railton company marshalling on the
Haast. While in New Plymouth I was taken
by local member George Bognuda to his
home where he is conducting an excellent
restoration on a 1935 straight eight Brough
Superior D.H.C. (probably the only 8 eyl
Brough in the country).

Again, on a recent visit to Hawke's Bay,
I was fortunate enough to look over the
stable of Peter Russell of Waipukarau which,
besides his elegant Vintage machinery
(Anzani-engined Frazer Nash and 415 litre
low chassis Invicta) includes a 1937 2-litre
Aston Martin D.H.C. on which he is cur-
rently working. Waikato member, and re-
doubtable restorer, Bruce Catchpole, is near-
ing completion with a 810 Cord.

I regret being able only to report on
progress of wvehicles in Auckland and rally-
distance away, but I would welcome news of
cars of members from other centres, There
is a strong possibility of a P.V.V. Rally being
organized on a National basis and 1 would
therefore be most interested to get some
reaction on this subject from P.V.V. owners
of, not only cars, by the way, but motor-cycles
and commercials. Pleasec write to me cf-
P.O. Box 3382, Auckland.

TARANAKI BRANCH NOTES

— lan Howell.

The 3rd Annval Maunga-Moana Rally was held
over Anzac weckend, more spl:r:iﬁl::i.ll}' on the Sun-
dav. Without a doubt it was our most successful
rally to date, with 54 entries.

Of the 54, 17 entries were from the host club.
In addition of course were seen several locals with-
out vintage machinery.

It is a pity there were only two motorbikes
entered. We certainly have more than two in this
Branch. T. Kearns and R. Ziarno each entered
Douglas motorbikes; 1924 and 1928 rcsp-ccl:ievp'.
{My apologies, [ have just discovered another—G.
Light riding his 1928 Norton),

Of the cars, C. Payne and W. Ashman each
drove Hudsons, 1925 and 28 respectively; R. Clark
and T. Dodunski, one Chevrolet tourer each, "25 and
‘26 respectively; Morris Motors was represented by
W, Connor's 1925 and T. Thome's 1927, both
Cowleys, (1927 ex C. Payne).

Other makes included Ford T (E. Hodges),
Essex (F. Stevenson), Packard (], Withers), Olds-
mobile (M. Bradford), Alviz (1937, G. Power],
Austin 7 (1, Ludeman), Bentley (D, Bowman), and
last but not least H. Findlay's 1939 Rolls-Royce.

Congratulations John Withers on your winning
drive, The score sheet showed vou to be most con-
sistent throughout the day.

Congratulations also to Ken Wright and Alan
Roberts, 2nd and 3rd respectively. P. Wood ook
the honours in the Motorcycle section, and G. Light
was 2nd.

The Taranaki Branch greatly appreciates the
generous gesture made by Powerham Petrol Station
in sponsoring this rally and in providing sufficient
free petrol for the mun,

Saturday, February 19th was a great day for
residents of Pio Pio (situated somewhere near Te
Kuiri, sorry | can’t be more explicit), because the
august members of the Pio Pio Baths Committee in-
vited our Branch to participate in a Gala day organ-
ised to raise funds to build a swimming pool at the
local school.

Unfortunately only five cars were able to make
it, and these five were certainly a mixed bunch. A
large Hudson, Austin 7, 55. Jaguar, Ford T, and
a 1925 Dennis Fire Engine were to be seen motoring
north,
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The same fire engine motored round the Inter-
national Rally under the tender care of two ladies.

Volunteer fireman Castle was kept busy rush-
ing round Pio Pio, siren going full blast, looking
for imaginary bush fires, followed of course by
hordes of youngsters,

The one point on which all agreed was tha
the weekend was most enjoyable and that there
should be more of it. Perhaps a round trip through
Ohura would be worthwhile,

Royee Kitney and Bill Shannon took off south
during March and came home wagging their tails
with glee.

Max Olsson and George Light, our stalwart
motorcycle enthusiasts, partook of the N.I. Motor-
cycle Rally at Masterton. Onece again my memony
slips — Trevor and Janer-Kearns were also there
with Douglas. George Light had his Norton and
apart from some tyre trouble there were no mis-
haps,

Dave Bowman has been reunited with his
Bentley after the latter’s enforced stay in Christ-
church, with minor troubles after the annual Bentley
Rally. The reunion took place at Wanganui's
Burma, and was not without drama,

Lastly, some gossip. Colin Kirkby has re-
linquished ownership of his Sunbeam. New owner,
Fred Cox.

Hon. Sccretary, Des Moore, has acquired a
mice Model A roadster. This in addition o hix
behemoth Packard,

P.5—We of Taranaki moted with great inter-
est the clarion calls issuing forth from a trumpeter
exiled in Dunedin (Dee, issue), Loud was their
call, but dim their light.

BUY NZ. BUY KAPUNL
MAUNGA-MOANA — Taranaki’s Third Annual

Rally.

The climax to several months of hard work by
the Taranaki Branch committee (and also those not
on the committee but enveigled into a job) came
on Sunday, April 24th, with a record entry of 54
cars and m'bikes taking part in a 130 mile *round-
the-mountain®™ trial.

A rial, you say?

Well, only in name. Apart from a few check
points here and there, and some interesting quiz
sheets, the run was delightfully infermal and relax-
ed,

The response shown by the public, both in
the main towns and in all the small communities,
was remarkable.

In the morming hundreds of spectators gathered
at the Powderham Petrol Station trying to gain a
view of the cars. In fact they tried so hard that
the drivers had a difficult time refuelling and re-
ceiving instructions, '

From & humble beginnin

Welding, cutting and
allicd processes have
come to be an integ-
ral part of our coun-
try’s industrial life.
Until the advent of
welding such methods
ag riveting and bolt-
ing had heen the
principal means of
joining one metal o
another.

Pioneering this feld
Industrial Gaszes have
heen keep abreast of
all  practical and
scientific develop-
mMents overseas giving
a sound basiz for the
consistently high
quality  equipment

they supply.

A Complete Welding Service from One Source of Supply
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Upon reaching Pungarehu the cars rejoined the
main costal highway, and from there to the lunch
stop at Kaponga, some 28 miles in distance, the
drive gave one the fecling that somehow the en-
thusiastic reception being accorded the cars would
have done justice to a Royal Tour.

People were scattered in small groups all the
way, having come down the side roads from their
farms, or out of the Dairy Factories and houses
along the roadside. All wanted to see the cars,
even if only briefly,

3000 people converged on the Kaponga Do-
main, certainly the largest crowd seen there for
vears, and for three hours they watched the cars
being put  through testis —  parking, reversing,
garaging, wiggle-woggle, among others.  All organ-
iscd by the Kaponga Scouts and Guides.

Incidentally, perhaps the most amusing test
was the m'bike balloon-busting contest. After ten
hectic minutes  Aucklander W. Barnard on his
1914 Triumph was declared the winner, having
attached to his m'bike the sole unbroken balloon.
Rather an achievement 1 would say, afler sceing
eight large machines chasing the smallest, and
oldest, m’bike around the arena.

Meanwhile back in New Plymouth there re-
mained an air of excited anticipation, with the
result that by 4 pon. wwice the number of people,
as had been there that morning, were gathered at
the finish by the aforesaid Petrol Station.

By the time the first car finished around
+.30 the crowd was massed 5-6 deep for several
hundred yards along Powderham  Street, leaving
only enough room for the cars to pass.

According to the local papers, and also 1o
several people [ talked with, there were nearly as
many who missed the cars, because they assumed,
wrongly, the route was via the main highway,

The route in fact, was very much off the main
road.  Variety was the kevnote, with scenery vary-
ing from the rich farmlands for which the province
is noted, to dense native bush where the road cuts
through the Egmomt National Park. Excellent views
were to be had of the coastling from a distance,
and also close-up, as several miles of seaside road
were utilised.

Taranaki is well-known to have a high average
rainfall, but this does not mean that it rains all the
time here. In fact Sawrday could have been called
a typical autumn day, with clear skics, bright sun,
and a slight breeze; all of which helped in wel-
coming the rally entrants.  Sunday was more of a
compromise between sunny and cloudy weather,
there being plenty of each. Monday came in with
dark clouds and a threat of min, but as everybody
was homeward bound nobody worried oo much
about a bit of rain.

They were probably more worried about their
sore heads, of which there must have been a few,
after the previous evening's entertainment.  The
evening was divided into two parts, the first being a
dinner for these requiring it, followed by a lengthy
session of liquid replemishment interspersed  with

dancing, 1o the accompaniment of a three-piece
bz,

In between dances local member Frazer Steven-
son cajoled several members into giving items, and
also spun off several jokes which were highly amus-
ng.

The highlight of the evening was of course the
announcement of the winner and place-getters on
the day’s run.

With very consistent driving John Withers won
first place with a comfortable margin of points
over K Wright (1923 Alvis). Joehn was driving
his 1923 Packard wourer. Third and fourth placings
went o A, Roberts of Auckland (1924 Velie) and
R. Southward (1930 Bentley) respectively.

The motorcycle section was won by P. Wood

(Auckland) on his 1923 Harley-Davidsen, and G.

Light (N.P.) was second on a 1928 Norton.

Of the 54 cars and m'bikes on the run there
were 26 different makes represented. A breakdown
of the numbers of each make may be of interest.
Ford, Austin and Morris (4 each); Chevroler, Pack-
ard, Hudson, Willys-Knight (3 each); Bentley,
Riley, Alvis, Sunbeam (2 ecach); Essex, Vauxhall,
Reo, Oldsmobile, Dodge, Franklin, Oakland, Del-
age, Chrysler, Rolls-Royee {all 1 each).

Of the M'bikes six makes were represented:
Harley-Davidson, Douglas {2 each); A.JS., BS.A.
Triumph, Norton {all 1 each).

To make mention of all the cars, even briefly,
would take too much space.  However, if the reader
will bear with me awhile, I shall note the cars
which caught my eye,

The most imposing car was undoubtedly Bruce
Catchpole’s 1930 Packard, a car which has motored
extensively since restoration, including the Inter-
national Rally.

The sole Rolls-Royee present was a superh
post-vintage 1939 model, owned by Mr H. Finlay
of Hawera. This car was imported from England
in 1962 and had covered only 55000 miles under
the ownership of a titled Englishwoman,

John Bayly of Tirau owns the rare 1930 Frank-
lin, an wnusual car in that the engine is air-cooled.
This particular model is a very smart-looking road-
ster,

The Bullnose Morris has captured the affection
of many people and Ken Antram’s 1924 model cer-
tainly is no exception. A sedan, it has performed
well since restoration.

Three Willys-Knight cars were scen.  The old-
est came from Tirau, being G. Collin's 1922 sedan.
Equipped with wire wheels it was a wvery nice
machine,

One of the entries from Wanganui was Bevin
Tasker, driving his 1923 Chevralet, a good example
of this popular American car.

An uncommon French tourer was the Delage
of M. Jamicson from Tokoroa. A 1925 model of
nice proportions.

The motorcyele enthusiasts were represented
by three local members, the remaining five m’bikes
coming from Auckland. Of the five, two were
Harleys, with one ecach of A.J.5, BS.A, and Tri-
umph.

In all, an excellent weekend, and undoubtedly
the best Maunga-Moana yer.  {Unfil next year!).
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MARLBOROUGH NOTES

by Rusty MacHinnery.

First 1 must make a correction to my previous
notes when I mentioned the National Rally to be
held in Blenheim next Easter, this should have
heen the South Island rally, sorry for the mistake.

Owur rallics here are just about Rnished for the
seasonm, i s getting a bit cool for driving tourers
at this time of the year. We have had some good
and enjoyable outings, and this scason has been the
best so far. Owur last social meeting was in the 5t
John Ambulance Hali, where Kelvin Gifford gave
a talk about the Wellington rally at Easter.  And the
Whimp trophy was presented, for concours, This
was won by Kevin Slade with the Chryslér sedan,
there was alse a nog and natter and finished up
with a nice supper.

Two of our members attended the Easter
rally at Wellington, they were Kelvin Gifford with
the 1920 Dodge and Ron Osgood with the 1924
Austin tourcr.  They had a wonderful time and
were high in their praise for the manner in which
the Wellington members ran the rally. No Wel-
lington members were in the rally auv all they were
mostly marshals and officials and the wav the cater-
ing was done was a real credit to them all,

After the rally Ron Osgood with the Austin
went up the Wairarapa as far as Dannevirke, then
back w Palmerston North and then on o New
Plymaouth and entered the rally there.  He received
a roval welcome from the N.P. members and wishes
e thank Dick Ziarno of Stratford, Jack Castle of
Bell Block and Bill Shannon of N.P. whe were his
hosts for their hospitality and welcome,

On the way home the Auostin was invelved in a
crash at Stratford with a Zephyr. A dumb iron was
torn off the other badly bent and is practically a
write off.  With saff steering, no foot brake, and
the cluteh pedal flat on the floorboards and noo
working the Austin limped back o Wellington then
o the Aramoana and home after being drenched
through with ene of Wellington's fameus Southerlies.

Committees are being formed here for aceom-
modation and other events for the forthcoming
South Island Rally next Easter, we now have several
more members than the last rally and entrants can
be sure of a hearty welcome and a real good time
for all. That's about all for now.

OTAGO NOTES
by Geo T,

In February came the second highlight of the
Otage Branch’s vear, the Invermay Hillelimb, The
arrival of twenty odd competitors, including several
from Canterbury and Southland, made it obvious
that there s a large group within the Club who
favour something a little more exciting than the
usual rallies, ete. It was certainly very pleasant
to sit in the sunshine and watch Vintage machines
being driven quickly and well.  Part of the appeal
of Vintage cars is that they give one a chance
sample the Aavour of a past age. Some ciars can

give you this feeling wuring along a back-country
road but others demand a different milieu; a Bent-
lew, a Sunbeam or some such sporting machine
always looks and feels s best when going hard
and fast. Even today, when such cars are growing
old, they can still be driven quite quickly enough
te capture the feeling without destroving the car,

Elsewhere in this issue vou will have read an
article on the event, so [ shall not bore vou with
repetition.  Since the end of the cvent the organ-
isers have been hard at work collating and sifuing
the results so that a more equitable formula can be
found for next vear's event. By next Invermay they
should have ironed out the few anomalies in the
handicap svstem  which came to light this time.
Mind vou. just how do you cater for such diverse
machinery as a Blown M.G., a 1907 Sizaire and a
4% litre Bentley? Come along next ycar and find
LTS

In March, Tommy Thomson, a longtime Rolls-
Royee owner, came along to the clubroomsz and
talked 1o us about these cars. Few of us knew
what o expect, but Mr Thomson proved to be
buth a very informed enthusiast and an entertaining
speaker.  He covered not only the cars but also
told us much about the acro-engine, commercial
and military interests of the Rolls-Rovee Company.
A rape recording was made of his alk and at some
time in the near fuutre parts of it may be col-
lected o make an article for “Beaded Wheels”, {An
excellent idea, Perhaps other Branchs could adopt
this method of getting together an informative and
interesting article.—Ed. ),

Also in March, the Ouago Branch intended 1o
hold a speed trial at Tercionga near Invercargill,
This however, had to be cancelled as not enough
cars entered 1o make the large job of organising the
evient so far from home worthwhile, This vear it
was probably too soon after Invermay,

In April the branch met at the clubrooms for a
film evening. The thirty or so who attended cer-
tainly had their fill of motoring films.  The last
finished just about midmght. Several of the films
covercd the design and mechanics of various parts
of the car. These proved to be very interesting and
often quite enlightening.  One of vur members at
last found out how his Citroen’s suspension works,
[(*The instruction manual is a dead loss™ ).

Just recently three Canterbury members found
in Dunedin the Alta engine they necded to convert
their static exhibit into car again. On the other
side of the coin, Murray Fraser returned from
Auckland with an L.G. 45 Lagonda which he found
in bits up there on his holiday, This should make
a sterling machine when he gets it on the road
again.. The other Lagonda fanciers down here are
mow green with jealousy and black with despair if
such a thing is possible.  Another machine o find
a home here recently is a K.T.T. Velocette which
Jim Bissland brought home after a long safari
in a Model A truck. Lt is good o see members
taking an interest in such machinery despite the
Club’s dithering about PV T.s, PV.V s and such
like. One can only hope that the AGM, will
produce some reasonable compromise which will
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end the present second class status of such vehicles.
That they are comparable with Vintage machinery
is without doubt, that they have only the V.C.C.
in New Zealand to look to for a home is also with-
out doubt. Their preservation for the future
would add stature and interest to this Club. Why
then is the Club not doing something more than
argue about them?

BAY OF PLENTY NOTES

— Jack Hoven.

Twelve cars and two motorcyeles represented
our branch at the National Rally in Wellington,
and very enjoyable it was.

The Wellington boys certainly went out of their
way to make it an unforgettable weekend, they
looked after us in every possible way and [ take
this opportunity to say a big THANK YOU WEL-
LINGTON on behall of all entrants and their
crews from the Bay of Plenty Branch, for a mast
auccessiul rally.

No serious troubles were experienced by any
of our cars and any small defects were soon rectified
by the expert breakdown service provided by our
hosts.

Our annual run to Awakerie was held on the
first day of May and in spite of bad weather at-
tracted eighteen cars, not bad for a rainy day. How-
ever, the rain more or less held off enabling us to
have a gymkhana, the most exciting part of which
was a Le Mans dash in which a Bentley and a Vaux-
hall were beaten by a Studebaker, a very
Studebaker of course, however the Studebaker in
turn was beaten by some very very good Model A's
and then we went home, and did we get wer ! ! !

Mot only do we get more cars attending our
runs, more ladies attend our Ladies’ nights and our
most recent social evening proved to be our most
successful yet.  Bill Janes conducted a Quiz, the
Von-Inder-Family brought us “a sound of music”,
and Max Avery arranged a sing-song, two Shell
films “The Heroic Days™ and “The Days of Adven-
ture” were shown and proved educational, exciting,
and at times extremely funny.

The President then presented the trophies to
the winners, they were:

Annual Points Trophy: Bill Janes [highest

total points for year).

James Trophy: Bill Janes (best entry National

Rallyj.

Benson Trophy: Colin Taylor (best Model T).

Awakerie %mph}': Colin Taylor {concours

winner Awakerie).

Anniversary Trophy: Max Avery (winner Kati-

kati run).

Inder Trophy: Jim Webb (winner Inder run).

Snowdon Cup: R. Oldfield (winner M/C sec-

tion, Auckland-Taurange Rally),

Right now some of us are busy arranging
nominations for our next AJG.M. and we find secre-
taries and captains are even scarcer than brass
model T°s but no doubt things will work out, they
always do.

NORTHERN NATTER

by N. C. Adama.

1 believe that one of the most important aspects
of the Veteran and Vintage movement is its soli-
darity. By this I mean not only singleness of pur-
pose, but more particularly the sense of fun and
loyalty engendered between members firstly on a
local plane, secondly as between branch and branch,
then on a National level and finally between the
respective Clubs of the many Nation's interested.
For example the willingness of people to bring old
cars to this country from as far away as Great Bri-
tain or South Africa, Australia and Malaya, as was
cvinced at the Haast Rally last year.

Surely there could be no better sign of this than
the current popularity of taking part in each others
Rallies no matter how distant we may be from
cach other throughout New Zealand’s inordinate
length. Here not even the wretchedly rough and
wet waters of the Cook Strait prevent us from driv-
ing our ancient but far from senile machinery to
the neighbourly island in the South and vice versa,

Onece again 1 am happy to report that the
Auckland Province has been very well represented
at all the distamt functions such as those held at
Wanganui, New Plymouth, Wellington and even
Dunedin. Again how nice to see the cheerful faces
of friends from the South Island at both the Wan-
ganui and Wellington Rallies.

Event of the year was Wellington's National
Rally, held over Easter. What a good idea it was
to include in that weekend a full blooded “hill-
climb” and a “Standing Quarter” as well as the
usual time trial. Congratulations to Wellington
Branch for setting a standard for the ‘pational’
that will in all respects be difficult to better. Messrs
Robert, Rummery, White, Jones, Moffity, Ballantyne,
Adams, Dunsmore, Geary, Kidd, Goffin, Walton and
Jackson driving respectively (and of course most
respectably) a Lagonda, Hadfield Bean, Sunbeam,
Essex 4, Essex 6, Ford T, Bentley, Fiat 509, Maorris,
Mash, Ford T, Vauxhall and Packard. Messrs
Rummery, Jones and Moffit with the Bean and two
Essex(es) representing Auckland as a team returned
joyfully with the Maxwell Challenge Trophy, whilst
Ebb Moffit's Essex Six chalked up a third in the
Concours and all our entrants collectively brought
back a piece of plate for travelling the longest
distance.

Forgive me for taking this opportunity of in-
serting a plug for our Gth Annual Nerth Island
Noggin and Natter even though it may be a bit late.
All are welcome so do join us at Taupo for the
weekend 18/19th June,

MNew members up this end of things continue
to roll in at an average of seven a month, which is
an encouraging sign. Also we have in the past
mentioned that our enthusiasm has led us to restore
one “Angelique”, a large and venerable wveteran
Renault Charabane, surely the most wonderful
‘white elephant’ undertaking yet commenced?

We are justly proud of this effort because it
represénts  a joint endeavour by a regular group
ably headed by Barry Robert, who have by meeting
cach Wednesday evening for a long time now,
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practically finished rebuilding to completed chassis
stage some pretty horrible remains. Why expend so
much labour on something that belongs to no single
individual> The answer is simple enough. It repre-
sents a terrific challenge, serving at the same time
as a focal point for Club interest, a learning ground
for beginners, an introduction place for new mem-
bers and a chance lor old members, busily engaged
on other projects, at least to take away some small
part to restore for the general contribution. Finally
not only have we demonstrated how solidarity and
good will within a Club can be achieved (we hope!),
but also the Branch will eventually possesss a weird
and quite astonishing veteran vehicle into which 1o
pile a number of bodies for nearby events. Near by
did I say? Forgive me for I err.  It's first job will
be to represent Auckland at next year’s Dunedin-
Brighton run and for those of you in Dunedin who
fear next year's Auckland onslaught . . . . . quail
not . .. .. for in such magnificent munificence, not
to mention monumental muniment, we can defend
ourselves in even greater numbers CAN WE NOT?

NELSON NOTES

by I). King.

Though we haven't appeared in these columns
for some time, there is a lot of solid work going
on nevertheless. George Topliss has bought the
20 h.p. Barker bodied Rolls-Royce from Ray Beach
and is now doing a complete rebuild in typical
Topliss fashion. Norm Gordon is doing a meticu-
lous restoration of a twin cylinder Darracg. He
expects to be another two years yet and is looking
forward to doing the engine which is about the only
component which hasn't received auention from
previous burchery. Bernie Byers is very busy on his
single Caddy in between gathering bits for single
Oldsmobile and early T. He also recently bought
a neat 1928 Austin 7 tourer. Ken Ivory has added
another Ford A to his stable. This time it's a very
carly tourer still in its original paint which is in
surprisingly good order as is the original hood. This
A is a rare onc with right-hand handbrake. Bob
Helm the Dodge specialist has bought yet another.
It’s a rare and exceedingly handsome Senior 6 with
pseudo landaulet body, wire wheels and twin side-
mounts. Bob was seen recently, delivering another
Whippet o Dick Dawson with his Graham Bros.
breakdown truck,

Not being trial and competition minded our
activities have consisted mostly of tours and social
gatherings. A most enjoyable weekend was spent
at Takaka by a small group from Nelson and
Motueka and a day meeting was held at Canvastown
where we met our fellow enthusiasts from Blen-
heim and spent much time talking old cars, Five
cars and one motor cycle represented our Branch
at the Wellington Rally where by all accounts a
grand time was had by all. George Topliss norched
a well deserved first place in the Vintage concours
with his delightful little bullnose Cowley.

Our Fall Tour rvecently was attended by nine
cars and involved a round trip of 85 miles taking in
the delightiul autumn colours with which the districe
abounds.  An instruetive evening was held in Evon

Moorhouse's new shed where we were demonstrated
the correct methods of fitting rings and bearings.
These workshop evenings are very cnjoyable and
valuable and so far have covered the subjects of
preparation and painting and the rebuilding of
wood wheels.

SOUTHLAND NOTES
by Barry Barnes.

Our annual Autumn Rally, held recently proved
as enjoyable as ever with some novel ideas incor-
porated by organiser Ray Lindsay. At five different
stops each driver was asked to pick a playing card
and the best poker hand resulting gained the holder
a small prize. At our destination for the weekend
Croydon Lodge near Gore, a miniature rifle range
was set up and each competitor tried his aim
under the critical eye of all the other drivers and
their crews.

Most interesting  vehicle on the Rally was
David Mclvor's Beardmore which motored crisply
after a long hibernation, its high geared lope being
much in evidence as it passed the lesser machines,
The O.H.C. power plant is a most efficient unit
notwithstanding the two main-bearing crankshalft.
David intends to commence a complete rebuild
shortly and the weekend trip was just an airing
before its confinement. The Beardmore has already
had an honourable hill climb career. Just watch
it go at Invermay when it's finished.

Acquisitions and restorations continue as usual.
Among the more recent finds is a veteran Dodge
now in the hands of Syd Ayling. Ray Eunson
has gathered the remains of two veteran motor-
cycles; a B.S.A. of obaut 1912 and a single cylinder
Bradbury which is very rare 1 am told. Ray also has
the engine out of his 1909 Waolseley Siddeley for o
complete overhaul,

Wayne Nicoll is coming along very rapidly
with his Arrol Johnston now in the assembly stage
and has hopes of starting on the manufacture of
the bodywork before long. Wayne has done an
excellent job on the chassis, engine ete. which
should be a mobile unit shortly.

An eager new member Barry Brand has started
restoration of his 1927 Whippet roadster in the
grand manner by completely dismantling it and is
working steadily. The little roadster is a [fairly
rare model nowadays and will prove an interesting
addition to the ¢lub ranks,

A recent wvisit to Balfour disclosed steady pro-
gress by Bob and Robbie Grant on their desirable
Delaunay-Beleville. The drop head coupe body by
Mann Egerton is most imposing and we are look-
ing forward to sceing thiz fine machine on the road.
The Gram stable has been increased recently by
the addition of a circa 1925 Hupmobile tourer in
what seems very good shape.

Another vehicle that will be a little out of the
ordinary is the 1926 Ford roadster pickup under
restoration by Gordon Boult, He is at present ar-
ranging the manufacture of aluminium pistons with
a gye to solving the problem of locating suitable
pistons to rebuild a “T" motor. Gordon has also
collected most of the missing parts, such as wire
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‘A faint susurrus of steam ...’

A 40 k.p. White Steam Car (1905- 1907}, These
caare i o wrdely of body rypes, both open and

cloden

‘NO MORE WAS HEARD THAN THE
whirr of the chain and a faim
susurrus of steam. Even at full power
on a hill the noise did not rise above
a faint Ta-pocketa Ta-pocketa —
and the smoothness was not to be
surpassed by petrol cars for many
years.”

This was the ‘Silence of Steam’ — an
era which lasted almost 20 years,
and which many maintain could still
exist today, il sufficient rescarch and
development had been carried on.
American manufacturers first realised
the potential of the Steam-car, and
in 1898 the twin brothers F. O, and
F. E. Stanley were producing a
remarkable series of light steam-cars,
which when handled with care, were
capable of long-distance journeys.
However, water consumption, almost
a gallon a mile, and light construction
were the two drawbacks early steam-
cars had to contend with, and by
1903 Stanley, and their well-known
rival, White, moved into the heavier
class of car.

White claimed a radius of seventy
miles or more without a water-stop
for their model.

With all steam cars, maximum speed
could not be maintained for very
long, but in acceleration the steam
car could, in those days, show a very
clean pair of heels 10 the petrol
model. In 1906, at the Shelsley Walsh
Hillclimb { England), a White steamer
rnished 244 seconds ahead of the

runner-up, a petrol car. In the same
year, Fred Marriott, in a specially-
streamlined Sianley Steamer, record-
ed 121,57 m.p.h. over the fAying
kilometre and 127.66 m.p.h. over the
flying mile at Ormond Beach. The
following  year, Marriott  was
estimated to have reached 190 m.p.h.
when the car became airborne, over-
turned and disintegrated. Marriott

survived, but steam cars were with-
drawn [rom luture competition,

By 1912 Steam Cars were receiving
scant popularity,

Although Stanley continued to build
them until 1925, public preference
turned Lo the vastly improved petrol
cars . . . ending an era which, to
this day, is still the subject of many
heated debates.

Whereas once the steam engine was
the criterion of smooth, silent, swift
acceleration, now these, plus the
added benefits of sustained power for
hills and cruising, can be yours in
any petrol engine, with Supershell
with Methyl Benzine.

Supershell contains more than a pint
per gallcn of Shell's dynamic power
component, Methyl Benzine, Shell's
exclusive ignition control additive
Cresyl Diphenyl Phosphate, and
special rust preventive also combine
to give today's motorist 1op power,
smooth running and engine pro-
tection. Mo other petrol offers so0
many advantages. Get Supershell
with Methyl Benzine for your car,
today.

Chasis of e Whire Sream Car, showing rhe boiler mounted divectly under the front sear, and the
engime in the comvention] position. The “rieflnior® is ia fact a frbular comdenser which allows tha

courciersed warer fo e used agoin and again.

METHYL BENZINE

More than a pint in every gallon of

SUPERSHELL

IT HAS TO BE G TO BE SHELL

1535
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wheels, for his 1923 or so colonial bodied Essex
4 roadster.

It is very heartening to note that the clubs
negotiations to have the relicensing fees lessened
for our vehicles have borne fruit with the reduction
of the third-party insurance premiom for veteran
cars. However, it does seem strange that veteran
cars should be lumped in the same insurance class
as motoreyveles which are, of course, invalved in
many third party claims. Now that our wehicles
have received official recognition it is o be hoped
that in future a separate insurance class will be
made for them with premiums more in proportion
to the number of claims made. After all there
must be nearly as many veteran cars registered as
there are vehicles in some of the other classifications
such as private taxicabs, which enjoy a lower pre-
mium by virtue of their safety vecord,

Nevertheless it is grand achievement and surely
the forerunner of better things to come.

OBITUARY

It is with deep regrer that we must record the
sudden death of member James McTaggart of
Balclutha. Jim had not been with us in the club
for very long but his enthusiasm was obvious. Only
recently did he compete in his first rally with his
Morris Oxford wourer and his passing at the early
age of 42 came as a shock o us all. We extend 1o
his widow and young family our sincercst sympathy
in their loss,

MANAWATU BRANCH NOTES

— B. Wycherley.

Reading through the newsletter from  other
Branches there is reference both veiled and detailed
to gargantuan [easts, moonlight excursions, heroic
feats of endurance and lots of good clean fun.
Locally our main event, the “Ruahine Ramble™ in
February went off very smoothly indeed, the organ-
isation being so smooth as o be non-apparcnt. The
route was well chosen with an interesting varicty of
grades and contours, the lunch stop at Bulls Domain
a good choice and a more compact set of driving
tests it would be hard to find., On arrival at the
lunch stop drivers were required o pre-judge
height and width of vehicle. Then against a stop-
watch proceed to a device which en mere contact
lit up a red light but if pushed oo hard sounded
a very loud Klaxon with consequent loss of points,
Stop-watch still on the driver now required to
reverse in a semi-cirele to nearby garage space, out
again, dismount and race to off-side front wing. An
exacting test and good fun o watch. The evening
function at the Family Hotel was most pleasam
even il the weather was o hot and humid for
dancing.

Wellington Branclies Nanonal ar Easter attract-
ed several entries from this Branch bur not enough
to feld a team o compete for the Maxwell Trophy,
Quite frankly the aritude before the event was,
why go down there, nowhere to motor. However,
the ‘host branch did a magnificent job [rom all
points of view and it was a great sucecess with
some excellent motoring on both days and lots of

friendly - hospitality for which many thanks, Wel-
lingion,

Club nights are stll well attended and carry
themselves along admirably with natter independent
of organised talks, films or other forms of spoon-
feeding.

In closing and 10 enconrage the down-hearted
wrestling with the rotten woodwork at the bottom
of a door pancl, did you see on television what
they are doing down at Picton, restoring a wooden
sailing ship. Whew ! ! ! methinks I'll stick o cars.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATES

MEMBERS OF VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF N.Z.
INC.: Free for first three lines (approx. 25
words); thereafter 1/- per line (8 words].

NON-MEMBERS: 5/- for first three lines or less;
Therealter 1/- per line.

To he accepted all advertisements must be typed
and be accompanied by the necessary remittance
and must be o the hands of the Editor not later
than the 15th day of the month before publication
date.

Special display  advertisements of cars for sale
vomplete with photos may be inserted at special and
very reasonable rates, for details of which service
write 1o the Editor.

WANTED TO BUY: Wanted for 1927 Austin

12/4. Motor Meter. Ash tay—metal interior. Ken

Campbell, 36 Hawkestone Road, Marton. Phone

3460,

WANTED: Partz for Citroen 1926, Phone Chrisi-

church B858-832. Citroen 1926 {ly-wheel, siaricr
ring and four wheels and tvres required.

FOR SALE: 1937 Lincoln Zephyr V12, 3 owners,

1924 Lagoenda 11.9 h.p. three engines, two gear-

boxes, complete chassis, dashboard and five rims.

Handbook,

1926 Armstrong Siddley 14 h.p. complete vestora-

tion done 1965, Offers o Mr K. W. Oakenfull,

229  Brockville Road, Dunedin, New Zealand.

Phone 34-134,

FOR SALE: Hudson 7 passenger tourer, 1923

model, in complete original condition. Also large
quantity of Fiar 501/503 spares including chassis,
front axle (brakes) rear axle housing, wheels, starier
for bigger model Fiat. Also odd parts for early

Regal.  Applv 1o L. L. Jones, 532 College Street,

Masterton,

FOR SALE: 1925 C. W, Douglas M/C completely

restoved, Electric lighting, handbook, twol-kit, spare

engine and gearbox £75. 1931 Coventry Eagle 250

c.o. Zestroke. Unrestored but complete, £15. Dale

Conlen, 67 Cambridge Terrace, Lower Hutt,

FOR SALE: 1928 Ariel M/C fully restored. Spares.

£65. K. J. White, 51 Trafalgar Street, Lower Hutt.

WANTED: For 1920 Hupmobile; Fuse Plate

3 1/8 in x 2 1/2in with “Fuses’ stamped on it

Petrol Tank gauge. Russell Paul, Pleasant Point,

South Canterbury.

WANTED: Any sparc parts for Wolscley 1921 hop.,

particularly  radiator, B.L.LC. starter motor, and

B.LLC. side lights. Also any S.CA.T. parts, in-

formation photos cte. J. G, Watson, 51 Chatsworth

Rowd, Silversiream, Upper Hutt.
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WANTED: For 1925 Hup; back of body, or possibly
a complete tourer body. Would swap for 1923
Norton, Barrie Greenwood, Milford Road, Temuka.

WANTED: 1919 Hupmobile Motor Meter 24in.
B.E. rims (B15 x 105 tyres) petrol gauge, tank type.
K. Tipper, 6 Main Street, Marton, Phone 3263.
WANTED: January-Fcbruary 1965 issue (Vol. 29,
No. 1] of Antique Automobile and November 1963
issue of Floyd Clymers’ Motor Cycle Magazine, also
an AMAG Multiple Jet Type Carburretor in res-
orable condition and any information, especially
photos of 1914-1916 6 h.p. Royal Enficld motor
eyele. G. J. McConnell, 15 Clifton Place, R.D.1,
Aiawhai, Nelson.

FOR SALE: 1932 Daimler parts for sale. Everything
except engine block. Please contact C. ]. Benson,
22 Logan Terrace, Parnell.

FOR SALE: Brand new K.L.G. spark plugs wpe
PKA3, and A30, 7/8ths inch thread, siill in original
tins. Price 4/- each, Contact O. L. Jones, Holme
Station, No. 2 R.D,, Timarn.

FOR SALE: Overland 6 Sedan 1928, Complete
with Handbook., Reconditioned Motor. As is, or
parts. Offers 10 A. N, Beissel, 59 Godley Avenue,
Christchurch, 5.

FOR SALE: 14913 Ford T in good going order and
complete with all lamps etc. £400 or nearest offer.
A. V. James, Mawa Road, Tauranga, or phone
f9-752, also Wanted to Buy: Bentley, late vintage
period. Write A, V. James, Matua Road, Tauranga.

WANTED URGENTLY: 32 x 4 or 33 x 4V tyres.
MNew and S/H. Anything suitable for long distance
Veteran Motoring, iv)aw- Manhart, 12 Naseby Street,
Christchurch, 1.

WANTED: Any unusual Vintage American Road-
ster. Suitable for restoration. Dave Manharg, 12
Naseby Street, Christchurch, 1.

WANTED: Headlamp and generator set. Gas or
clectrie, for 1918 Reading Standard Motorcyele,
B. W. Munre, 5 Rawhiti Street, Stokes Valley.

WANTED URGENTLY: A Cylinder 1o compleic a
Circa 1911 King Dick single M/C. Wood, 7 Max-
well Avenue, Papatoetoe,

WANTED for 1923 Buick 6 roadster. Hood or
Hood Bows, Radiator Cap, Petrol Cap, Stop Light
Leans. Fisher, 3 Hawkin Street, New Plymouth.

FOR SALE: 1924 Locomobile Junior 8 boat tail
Roadster, 2 Seater. America's highest priced sports
car of its day and only one of its kind in li?rw
Zealand. Mechanically restored but body needs re-
building. All parts are available ready for complete
restoration. £200 has already been spent, but owner
will sell at reduced price of £150 for quick sale.
Phone 40-759, or write R, Lege, 228 Great South
Road, Hamilton.

WANTED: For Austin 1912 10412 one centre lock
sankey road wheel, one 765 x 105 tyre, acetylene
gencrator, kerosene bases for side lamps, kerosene
tail lamp, bulb horn. I} Wood, Box 84, Pukekohe.

FOR SALE: 1926 Ford N.B. in restored condition
for further information contact, J. T. May, 41 Mul-
ler Road, Blenheim.

FOR SALE: Hupmobile 1830, £30, In general use.
Engine good, upholstery needs atention, body
sound. Restorable. Phone C. Oldman, 145 Duvau-
chelle.

WANTED: For early single cylinder De Dion
Bouton; front portion of tubular chassis including
engine mounting cross member . Also any other
bits large or small. D. Hall, 161 Main Street,
Huntly.

CARS FOR SALE: Arrol-Johnsion 1927 OH.V.
159 h.p. restored condition, spares include motor
gear box, front assembly, radiator, steering column,
diff. etc. £270. R. Oldfield, 40 Lincoln Road,
Henderson, Auckland. Phone LOGKD.

FOR SALE: Most reluctantly due to stable altera-
tions. Vereran 1917 Grant & tourer. In immaculate
condition and a consistent competition winner. This
unique car has been completely and authentically
restored, dated and registered, £450. A, W. Jones,
29 Revans Strecy, Featherston.

FOR DISPOSAL: 1912 Brasier No. 138 16 hp.
S-seat coachwork, original guards etc. Motor re-
quires repairs to block and rods, but is basically
sound. All other mechanics complete or nearly so.
880 x 120 WARLAND Dual wheels. This is a very
large car and is remarkably compleie but requires
someone with excellemt facilities and sound know-
ledge to do the restoration. All the parts would
have to be collected as 1 am not able or prepared
to do so myself. Only known enthusiasts need
apply. For further details contact D, Warren
Jordan, Invercargill.

WANTED: Any parts for wwin eylinder De Dion
Bouton or information as to whereabouts of same,
{Most single bits will fit). French lamps and any
French instruments required for 5CV  Citroen
Cloverleal.  Also any other parts. Spring type bon-
net clips, bell shaped headlights, fold-flat wind-
screen and suitable bucket seats wanted for 3-litre
Bentley. Best prices paid for any of the above,
Gavin M. Bain, 12 Beverley Street, Christchurch.

FOR SALE: The only surviving T77 1922 Colonial
MNapier, 6%%-litre all aluminium G-cylinder O.H.C.
engine, completely rebuilt. 5 seater tourer with new
leather upholstery, rear sereen and hood, New 20in,
tyres all round, A fast, reliable and unigque vehicle
of real character and performance. Offered for
sale for personal reasons. Andrew Anderson, 20
Hackthorne Road, Christchurch. Phone 327-825.

FOR SALE: 1925 Sunbeam 14/40 ex-Johansen
aluminium body, 4-door tourer. New Tonneau
cover and hood. Rear screen. Full engine overhaul
within 1000 miles. 4.5 differential. 6 new 5.25 x 21
ivres, Many spares. Starting price £300. Owner
left New Zealand, Contact Dunsmore, 3 Park Road,
Glenfield, Auckland.

FOR SALE: Hupmobile Straight 8 (1926 approxi-
mately). Complete Chassis and partial Body in-
cluding Mudguards and Scuttle, Jl::\‘\'.'u only brand
new G.00 x 2lin. tyres on front. Twe worn 7.00 x 21
inch tyres on rear. Reasonably priced. Please con-
tact: Roy Poynton, 26 Warwick Street, Wadestown.
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1966 — Still in top form on

This FIAT “Mephistopheles' driven by E. The history of motoring is the history of
A, D, Eldridge. regained the world’s land Castrol. From the days when only cars of
Speed Record for England with a speed of fantastic engine size were successful to

Monday 1908, and in 1923 set up a lap the Ford Cortina in the “Safari'’ Castrol
record of 124.33 m.p.h. has been associated with more records
Now owned by C. E. Naylor, who has than any other oil. All British car makers
restored it with the original 21.714 litre approve Castrol, Britain's biggest selling
Fiat aero engine, it appeared at Silver- motor oil.

stone and Prescott in 1962, Always ask for Castrol by name,

l'ﬂ" alt

146.01 m.p.h. in July 1924, It made its today’s outright wins of the Austin-Mini
first appearance at grookFands on Whit E slml in the ""Monte” and ""Tulip’ rallies and



