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BEADED WHEELS

VOL 11, No. 8 DECEMBER, 1956

Beaded Wheels is Published
Quarterly by the

VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF N2 INC,
20 HACKTHORME ROAD
CHRISTCHURCH, 5.2
MEW ZEALAMD
* *
It is sent free to members and is sold
to kindred Clubs at one shilling and
tw ‘the public. one shilling and
sixpence,
Annual Subscriplion 6/- post [ree,
* *
Editor
MRS M. ). ANDERSON
E E

Assistamt  Editor
D. 0. MARGETTS ES0Q.
* *

Advertising Manager
J. 5. P. PALMER ESQ.

46 Weka Siwreet, Christchurch
To whom all Advertising enquiries
should be addressed.

* *

Copy must be typed in double
spacing on one side of the paper
and senl to

THE EDITOR

20 Hackthorne Road
Christchurch, 5.2, N.Z,

- L]
Printed by
A. E. PURSE LIMITED

233 Manchester Street
Christchurch, MNew Zealand

¥ L]

Registered al G.P.O. Wellington for
Transmission as a Magazine, etc.

OUR COVER PHOTOGRAPH

A regular competitor at events, God-
frey Hall's' 1911 Clement Talbot at
[Dean's Bush

S ditorial

There i= no person more mindful of his shoricomings as
a writer of Editorials than your President especially on occa-
sions such as the present when “Beaded Wheels” is entering
a further stage of its development.

The reason is possibly that words seem rather hollow at
such times—the deed, the accomplishment speaks for itself,
and anyhow there 15 s0 much more in these pages to interest
and absorb the reader than the Editorial no matter what mes-
sage or exhortation it contains. It would not be unirue to say
that some readers probably leave the Editorial a poor last
or ignore it altogether and who is to blame them especially
now that there are so many excellent plates 1o delight the
eternal “small boy™ in all of us who turn first to the illustra-
tions and then almost reluctantly o the print.

Whatever our reading order we can all appreciate the new
*Beaded Wheels™ and take a pride in it as our own publication
and another Club achievement. Compare this issue with that
duted March 1955, and then evaluate the improvement in the
production. In the short space of twenty months this publica-
tion has grown from a cvelossivied Club booklet to a fully
printed, financially independent magazine. Every member
of the Vintage Car Club of MNew Zealand and the Vintage
and Yeteran Car Club of Auckland should be proud of this
achievement, especially because both our clubs are small in
numbers and owr membership s scattered throughout the
country, Pride, however. should not give way to smug com-
placency. Remember, motoring magazines have enjoyed neither
a long nor successful existence in this country and the future
of our magazine is by no means assured. This publication,
though in its final form, is only in its initial stages and there
are a multitude of rocks upon which il could easily founder.

Our success 5o far has flowed from the generous and willing
contribution of time and effort by members of both Clubs,
the tremendous enthusiasm and drive of Andrew and Mollie
Anderson, and the prudemt application of the watchword—



Make Haste Slowly. It is both unwise and unnecessary
to compare the reasons for our initial success with the
possible reasons for the failure of similar ventures;
suftfice it that we clearly realise that we too can fail, los-
ing all that has been achieved. With this thought upper-
most in our minds we stand & fair chance of survival.

We literally can not afford to be complacent or relax
our efforts even a fraction because that means failure.
We must keep “Beaded Wheels” “on the road™ not
only for the sake of our pride but because it is worth
while in itsell as a record and a literary meeling point
for both Veteran and Vintage people throughour MNew
Zealand, It has grown with us and is, to a large degree,
an important indication of the vilality of our organisa-
tion and o vard stick by which 1o measure our  growth:

The Tuture of the publication is unknown, but given
the same measure of support and encouragement which
it has so far enjoved, the possibilities of further expan-
sion are good, The Wational Executive already has in
embrvo plans, which a year ago would have made the
most optimistic member hesitate, and which given the
same support from members as in the past should see
“Beaded Wheels™ firmly established.

We have endeavoured to set a high standard in every
aspect of our publication. a standard commensurale with
the quality and workmanship in our cars and we sincercly
hope that while there are two members of our Clubs
left this standard will be maintaimed, We want “Beaded
Wheels” to succeed; so let us withoutl further ado make
it succeed.
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Sixth Annual Veteran Rally

M. Anderson

DEANS BLUSH

It s gratifying to think that this magazine has been
held over for publication puerely to include within ifs
noble cover u write-up of the 6th Annual Veteran Rally,
and the Ist Canterbury Branch major event, but 1 feel
we should have handed paper and pencil over to the com-
petitors and asked them to do this job, By this stage
most Canterbury members and Committee are laid low
suffering from fatigue, over wrought nerves, delaved
panic and general collapse. How the task was eventually
handed to me | don’t quite know, but it seems that few
Canterbury members saw the 6th Annual Veteran Rally,
which is undersiandable when you consider we were all
handed out job sheets and unless vou scaled o tree and
remained fixed all day vou just didn’t see the event in its
entirety. However, | shall endeavour to cover it by
combining the little 1 saw with information gleaned
froam other members who were fortunate enough 1o see
a little more.

The Event really began for ws with the arrival at
Lyttelton on Friday morning of Bert Tonks, Dickie
Lyth and 1913 20 h.p. Daimler. We were particularly
thrilled to see them as this is the Arst time we have man-
aged 1o have all Branches competling al one event. The
Daimler took to the South Island like a duck (o waler
and scampered over the hills o fill the Sccretarial gar-
age very comfortably. It is perhaps timely to note hére
that Bert and Dickie returned to Wanganui on Monday
night without the Daimler, the exient of their enjov-
ment being such, that they decided to come back for
the Dunedin-Brighton Run in Junuary.

Those who were up at 4.30 and 5 a.m. on the Satur-
day morning were filled with gloom a5 they saw and
heard the rain but to the majority of us, who normally
rise at o more civilised hour, Saturday dawned a typi-
cal “Vintage™ day, warm, with clear skies.

The cars began to check in carly in the morming and
by 1230 all 27 of the 31 entries were in the enclosure,
Unfortunately the 1916 Dennis Fire Engine from Dune-
din, the 1907 De Dion from Te Pirita, the 1912 Unic
from Tai Tapu and the 1914 Buick from Dunedin were
all scratched at the last minute, but to balance this we
were very glad to see Duncan Rutherford with the
Alldays, F, Renwick with the Unic and Lindsay Mathias
with the Saxon. Bul we are anticipating ourselves as
mention should be made here of those whoe were un-
forunate enough to strike troubles en route. Koger
Mahan from Peel Forest with the 1905 Argyil appar-
ently dealt with a variety, what they were no one has
been able to pin down, suffice to say that they kept him
on the road all of Fridav evening and into the wee sma’
hours of Saturday morning. Bert Arnott abandoned
“ship” at Tinwald, leaving bchind one 1912 Owverland
and one run bearing. Leigh Briggs in the 1909 New Pick

was experiencing his usual carburettor trouble and
checked in a little late, Apart from these, no other com-
petitors complained of differences of apinions with their
steeds 50 we can but presume that all made a safe and
sound journey. The car covering the greatest number of
miles was Darcy Read's very necat little 1913 Delage
from Dunedin.

Al 2 pom. we settled down 1o the serious business of
the day and while the public sireamed into the grounds
the test marshals were getting well under way, putting
the molor cycle class through their paces first. Here
several alarming displays were given by Alister Macheth
on the 1903 Adler and Arthur Averis on the 1908
Trivmph from Timare owing to their fixed speeds.

The first car through the tests was the oldest car pre-
sent, a 1901 Morthern owned and driven by Alec Shad-
bolt of Christchurch. A remarkable piece of restoration.
this car was dug up. taken home and virtually spilled
out of two sugar sacks as mangled rusted iron, only o
vear ago. Alec has certainly shown extreme fortitude
and patience in completely restoring the car in about
ten months, with only contemporary photegraphs as a
guide.

Darcy Micholson™s 1907 Cuadillac resplendent in new
hood was running as sweetly as cver and found the tests
no hardship.

It was indeed pleazing 1o see Knox Cook with the 1908
International. This car was one of the few present which
attended our first Veteran Rally in 1950 and its appear-
ance this vear was the first time we in Canterbury have
seen il since.

Fortunately, | had scen Allan Baker's lintle 1913
Calthorpe several times, as the throngs of admirers were
very difficult to disperse for any length of time, The
finest restoration job in the Club and possibly the finest
in Mew Zealand, the Calthorpe is perfect both mechan-
ically and otherwise. Found in Fairly poor condition, it
has bezn competely restored by Allan in less than a
yvear. A standard has been set that would be very diffi-
cult 1o surpass. but it would be pleasing 1o sce all cars
reach and maintain such a standard,

The sole representative of Honry's immortal T was
Hugh Mercer’s 1915 model from Timaru, Once again
a very fine restoration job and possibly the finest T in
New Zealand.

Julian Loughnan had the 1910 F.N. oul for its second
public airing, gleaming with its new “off white-touch of
blue” paimtwork which seemed to hold considerable fas-
cination for the female sex so greal was the crush around
it. However. on Sunday, at the picnic. we managed to
gel close enough to discover what a really fine job was
being done, although not as yet quite finished,



And on thev came through the tesis; the pasilinniug Class H
test, jacking and finally the balancing; and to describe 0. Micholson 1907 Cadillac
each unit of this great gathering would force me (o ex- A. Shadbolt 1901 Morthern
cecd my allotted space by some three or four volumes, K. Cook 190% International
Suffice 10 say, that the sun shone, the cars performed G. Mchriens 1906 Reo
impeccably, and all this was followed by a first class Class 111
evening of dancing and reminiscences, i
It is scarcely then surprising that the picnic on Sunday C. Westohy 1403 Parmate ;
S T : 5 G D. Rutherford 1910 Alidays & Onions
started very late and no great energy-expending exercises s Uni
were indulged in at it. The commemorative plagues were F. Renwick 100 inie
presented, still further stories were told and “lines” were Class 1V
“shot™ until finally all veterans had dispersed lo begin, D. Read 1914 Delage
for some of them, a long journey home, And this story A. Baker 1913 Calthorpe
can be brought to a close in the same manner as almost H. Williamson 1914 F.N.
every western film with the heroes disappearing into the K. Crawford 1914 Austin
sunset amidst the most unwestern noises of piston slap Class ¥
and whirring chains, i 4
Mow you know more amout the 6th Annual Veteran E g‘i;;::r II';:: ;foh:
Rally than we do. T T R 1905 Argyll
A. Tonks 1913 Daimler
RESULTS W. Turnbull 1913 Panhard
G. Hall 1911 Clement Talbot
Mame Car or M/C Oall pts., Place J. Loughnan 1910 F.M.
Class [ 1. Palmer 1908 Unic
A, Averis 1908 Triumph 175 1 1. P. Palmer 1914 Wolseley
A. Macheth 1903 Adler 137 2 L. Mathias 1916 Saxon
Whiting 1913 Singer 128 k L. Briggs 1909 Mew Pick
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253
152

Lpd o

ET R

W. A. Clapham

29 SOUTHWARK STREET — CHRISTCHURCH

Between Manchester and Madras Streets, Alongside
Cokers Hotel

PHONE 77-471

Canterbury Service for

BOSCH

SERVICE

AUTO ELECTRICIAN

Christchurch Distributors of A.B. Batteries




Road Test No, 8

. Sharpe

1922 BEARDMORE HILL CLIME CAR

The car to be tested in this issue is Russell Bramwell's
1922 Beardmore, OF Scottish design and manufacture, it
was originally imported 1o New ZFealund by Mr Alex
Camphbell of Dunedin who used it primarily for com-
petition work, especially hill climbs. The car did not
meet with any great success and after passing through
several hands, Ruossell purchased it as an almost com-
plete shambles, Two vears, and continuous work has,
however, borne considerable fruit and although much
work remains to be done on the body, the car’s times
at the Pigeon Bay Hill Climb bear testimony to the
mechanical standard 1o which Russell has brought it

In this test T do not intend lo go inlo any greal
detail but am merely going 1o try and present to readers
a word picture of a vintage car evolved for one purpose
only, hill climbing competitions.

The engine is a Monobloc 4 cylinder, of approximately
2 litres with detachable head. Two valves per cylinder
are provided, these being operated by a single O.H.C.
driven from the front of the motor by inverted tooth
chains which also drive the generator, magneto and fan.
[.ubrication is by a gear pump which provides pressure
feed 10 the 2 main bearings, big end bearings and O.H.
gear, the gudgeons being splash lubricated. Cooling is
by thermo-siphon while carburation was originally by a
single Zenith which has been replaced by a Solex. Twin
ignition. was also originally fitted but at present only
one ignition set is operating. The 4 speed box is in
unit with the motor. power being transmitted to it by
a single plate clutch which in difference to standard
practice has no linings, these being incorporated on the
flywheel and pressure plates.

From the gear box the drive is taken by a tail shafi
with pot tvpe universals to a spiral bevel C.W. and P,
of the ratio 4.15 1o 1. Steering is by a type of worm
and wheel, very positive, with no play and giving 14
turns from lock to lock Suspension is by semi-elliptics
all round incorporating 2 main lcaves and double shackle
pins. These are tied down by standard friction type
shock absorbers, although after experiencing the sus-
pension over a variety of roads, 1 feel that perhaps
shock absorbers are unnecessary as any adjustment Lo
them makes very little difference. the suspension remain-
ing at all times decidedly solid.

Although at the deepest part the main chassis channels
are 4in deep, the whole car is fairly lightly constructed,
eross bracing on the chassis being practically non-
existent. The motor has a 3 point mounting with one
cross member in front of it and only 2 behind, all of
them extensively drilled.

Al the moment the car is on 19 x 650 rear, and
19 x 500 tvres front, These are nol original, and Russell
is still endeavouring 1o obtain the original wheels which
were 33in in diameter.

Braking is on the rear wheels only. there being separate
shoes for the hand and fool brakes. In spite of this,
the large section tvres provide adequate traction and
braking is quite good. Other general specifications are:

Wheel base—=51. Track—4it Bin,

Petrol feed—By air pressure from a 14 gallon tank
mounted in the rear,

Body type—23 seater sports with ¥V screen.

As one can imagine from the history and specifications
of the Beardmore it is not o town car, and ils perform-

Hill climber in action.

The Beardmore at Pigeon Bay.



ance cannot be fully appreciated until the open road is
reached. Here the car comes into its own and in spite
of the fact that it was never intended for long distance
travelling, a very pleasant cruising speed of 50-55 m.p.h.
can be maintained constantly while a maximum in the
vicinity of the 80°'s is not beyond this car. Road holding
and general handling would compare favourably with
any of the best vintage machines. The short wheel base
and wide track maoke it hang onto corners with a
tenacity that frightens one until one realises that the
car does give ample warning of breaking away and
when this point is reached correction by the very
positive and accurate steering is a simple matter. There
is also a slight tendency to oversieer, but here again
this does nol present any worries.

As has been stated previously in these road tests,
they are not written to compare and contrast one club
member’s car with another but in this particular case

1 feel some comparison is necessary 1o give members o
better idea of the capabilities of this very rare machine
and at the risk of offending other Bentley drivers and
ridding myself for the moment of my own prejudice,
my experience has been that the Beardmore would hold
a 3-litre Beniley on acceleration and general handling.
Speeds in the indirects are about 25-43-60 and if the
revolutions are kept above 3000 these can be obtained
very rapidly while the engine is fexible enough to pull
steadily as low down as 10 m.p.h. in top gear, acceler-
ation from this speed being very smooth with no
snatching.

Altogether, thiz is quite a delightful car to handle,
having enough power available for all occasions with
steering and road holding to maich and when Ffully
restored will be o very fine example of a vintnge sports
car.

Northern Natter . .

by Peter Maoxwell,
38 Golf Avenue, Otahuhu

The Veteran & Yintoge Cor Club (Aucklond) Inc.

President: H. Robinson, Esq.

By the time this appears in print the bhig Auckland
Automobile Association 100,000 Parade will be history,
and no doubt most meémorable as a full scale cavaleade
of motoring up (o 1957 models. Our Vice-President,
Dick Messenger, has really “been o town™ in organizing
this elaborate event which as s name implies s to
celebrate the attainment of 100,000 members by the
Association.

With the prospect of being eyed by the masses, scores
of our members have been busy making their cars
presentiable and those whose restoration of velteran and
vintage models is unfinished, are helping by bringing
along latzr cars to fill in the eéra 1930-1939, and 1946~
1956,

The bringing to light of interesting cars conlinues
unabated, and it is indeed gratifying te find more cars
joining the club ranks every week, The acquisition of
a wvast and stalely Renaull limousine of the early
"twenties by Council Member Jim Francis. is a boost
to the ranks of the giants so long dominated by the
Rolls, Hispanos and Sunbeam leviathans.

The vinage sporting chariots are considerably aug-
mented by more Bentleys, which now nomber six in
all, - whilst the saving of a delectable 2-litre Lagonda
from i3 ferlorn outdoor location i a feather in the
cap of Howie McMeekin, Another rakish and very
sound Packard 6 roadster (circa 1921} is in the hands
of Russell Batt, and this fine car should be a fit running
mate to Mick Robinson's Kissel Speedster, and Trevor
Campbell’s Paige in the American department.

Vic MeCready of Northland is busy restoring a 1920
Minerva sporting two seater, and news of two or three
genuine veterans from that rather sparse area is in the
offing. Five or more Minervas. the type 519 Fiat, the
unrestored Citroen 11, two Hispanos, an Ansaldo plus
veteran F.M., and Delage, represent a smaller Continental

Hon, Sec.: €, Parker, Esq., 17 King George Avenue, Aucklond

gection, but it will enly be a matter of time, we feel, for
an example of Berliet, Adler or Opel o turn up.

The rumour mill is ever busy in V. and V. circles,
and the reports of old and rare types keep rolling in.
From Morth Cape to the Bleff clues, true and false,
keep us on our toes and add a certain charm 1o the
hohby,

Excluding rumours, however, there have been actually
viewed in recent months the following cars outside club
membership. A 1924 Calthorpe two seater in North
Auckland, a usable (ruck-bodied Morris Leon-Baollée
in Waipu, a hapless and hopeless pre-1914 Arrol John-
ston in a field, a nice small Renault of 1925 in a private
garage in Auckland, a mint condition Holsman High
Wheeler in an unco-operative dealer’s premises, and
rather tidy if less exciting models of Moon, Flint, Earl,
Barley, Gardner and Jordan still in regular family use,

The Vintage Handicap as part of the Ardmore Pro-
gramme looms near. and no less than thirty cars have
been entered. Just as in the Grand Prix itsell where
an entry of forty odd has to be resolved into 24
starters, we appreciate that with possible defections
through mechanical order and so on our field will be
less than thirty, However, a certain flexibility is being
maintained to ensure that we present a fine array, and
a glance at the entranis indicites an epic scrap and o
proud spzctacle for January 12th, 1957,

Expenses and  starting money are nol granted us
which makes it impossible to handle cars from far
south. The V5.C.C. of England has been most helpful
with advice on the event

Altogether the year has been most active and the
numerous younger members are pulling their weight
well, The degree of assistance between members is an
established fact, and busy groups are reported from all
quarters, bringing cars up to scratch for the future,



The Kumeu Show

Less than an hour's drive to the west of Auckland
brings one to Kumeu Showgrounds, and in this attractive
country setting on Celober 13th, the Vintage and Yeteran
Car Club had been invited 1o stage a static display and
a parade in support of the Kumeu Show, which is
comprised normally of interesting Agricultural exhibits

Sad to sav Saturday. October 13th. turned omt (o be
a day on which the weather gods showed no respect for
clean paintwork, polished brass and German silver, but
despite cold winds and heavy showers. sixteen vintage
cirs. and one veteran were assembled in ling ahead
farmation by midday, in readiness to circumnavigate the
course,

For the edification and enlightenment of the locals
accustiomed only to tractors and modern cars, there were
the 1913 F.N. of D. Donaldson, the 1919 Daimler of
Lawrence and Moses, E. Ross’s 1920 Hispano, the
McKeeting 1922 Ghost, Campbell’s’ 1922 Paige, Bait’s
1921 Packard Roadster. a 1923 and a 1924 O.D. Vaux-
hall, Tennant’s early Austin 7. the 1925 3-litre Bentley
of de la Rue. Jones” 1926 Ford T tourer, the Adams
1927 Sunbeam. Irvine’s 1927 Alvis 14/75, the Grey
41 litre Bentley. driven by “Longstroke” (ie. Chel
Parker). the 1930 Ford A of Goldingham, and a 1931
Oakland Y8 belonging 1o Wilkinsons, Brian Wells was
on deck at the helm of a strange looking Riley 9 of
indefinite vintage.

WAITEMATA MOTORS

[Opp. Waitemata Brewery) |

Great Scuth Rood — Otahuhu

WAITUNLY S E@roEy v

Phone 1086 for Quality
Used Cars and Trucks

BUYERS OF GQOD USED CARS, INCLUDING
VETERAN, VINTAGE AMD INTERESTING CARS

Trade-ins and Terms Arranged

Call and Ingpect Our Stocks

OPEM FRIDAY NIGHTS

by “Torgue Tube"

As there were a number of the latest model cars and
commercials sliding all pver the wetl grass, these pro-
vided an interesting contrast with our machines much
to the advantage of the latter, and many admiring
glinces were cast in their direction .

The purade round the track was 1o consist of elements
of the V. & V.C.C.. modern cars and commercials, and
tractors and implemenis; so. following a heavy shower,
the onlookers emerged from shelter and the signal was
given o commence,

The Vintage brigade moved off in dignified procession.
All went well unti} the cessation of forward progress on
the part of the 1919 Daimler, indicated that there was
more than wet grass Lo contend with! Yes, the mudlarks
had bezgun, and bzfore the horrified eves of vour scribe
who was trying to present an enlightening commentary
on the pride and jov of the club, several vehicles were
spon cla‘med by the morass, those heavy machines
with narrow high pressure tyres proving easy prey.

Disgusted at the turn of events, “Longstroke™ Parker
deeided that what was called for was a smokescreen
to hide our shazme, and the Bentley thereupon proceeded
round the track laying an enveloping cloud of thick
klack fumas behind it

Determined not (o be caught, E. Ross decided that
high revolutions would stave off disaster. and the
Hispano was seen roaring round in first cog, throwing
up large quantitics of mud behind it like an earth
moving machine, Likewise Mr Tennent had no desire
oo gel his feet wel and with tight lips he grimly
endzavonred to keep the Austin on the drier patches of
the frack, as did most of the others,

Fhil Jones” Ford T maoved across the most treacherous
parts of the ground, surviving the clutches of the mud
wi hout effort! He was thus able 1o go to the assistance
of the less fortunate. and reinforcements of manpower
freed those that were and so enabled them to complete
the parade,

But il the mud proved a little disconcerting to the
Vintage contingent, the performances of some of the
maoderns had to be seen to be believed, The driver of a
new  forward control “van for all™ was observed
frantically endeavouring to ¢ngage gear, with both
hands gripping the protrusion from the steering column,
while such was the lack of adhesion of the rear end.
that in motion it fishtailed from side to side like a
pendulum!

With the advent of heavy rain in the afternoon. the
tractors proved their worth, as they had (o tow most
of the two wheel drive vehicles on the course up on (o
the road,

Under these conditions our members were not fong
in departing for home, happv in their minds with the
smug assurance that if any machine had commended
itseli 1o the buyers of new cars during the day, it must
surely have been that mosi remarkable of Fords—the
Model T,



THE

WILTON MOTOR BODY CO. LTD

has

Real NEWS for the VETERAN and VINTAGE CAR OWNERS

Did you know that we hove a maochine (the only one in Mew Zealond] thot com maoke
Mew Mudguards ond Body Ponels for your old cor?

Did you know that our Car Trimwmer (Mr Bert Rowe) served his time in the Wolsley Factary
trom 1914-1920, and con do DIAMOND FLUTIMG Upholstery. Ask Chet Parker to show
vou a sample of this wark.

We know thot Veteran ond Vintoge Cor Owners like to do most of the restoring of their
car themselves, bur don’t forget we con give a Complete Motor Repair Service, including

UPHOLSTERY
FAMEL BEATING BODY BUILDING

PAINTING WELDING

THEN OUR SUBSIDIARY:

R. GOLDINGHAM & CO. LTD

W ZEALAND'S
NE APPLICATORS
LARGEST
" . --:::;’;'.

Con clean up your Cor's Engine aond Undergear by Modern Steam Cleoning Methods, it can
then be Worked on, Pointed ar Rubberised, Wherever You Wish,

Come to Auckland’s Finest Repair Service at

16-24 WESTMORELAND STREET (off Richmond Road), GREY LYNM
TELEPHOMNE 11-109 (2 Lines)




The A.A. 100,000 Parade

On the 10th Movember the Automobile Association
(Auckland) Inc.. celebrated the attaining of 100,000
members. It was a unigue occasion, for not only is i
the oldest and largest Association in MNew Zealand but
it is also one of the oldest in the British Commonwealth
having been founded in 1902, just three years before
the English AA, It was filling therefore, that the
Yeteran and Vintage Car Club (Auckland) Ine., should
take a prominent part in the celebrations. A special
supplement to the New Zealand Herald was brought
out on 3rd MNovember, and in it was set oul a bricf
history of the AA., as a lead-in to the Parade and
Motorised Revue ("Motors & Modes) planned for the
following week.

The Parade took the form of a Cavalcade of Motoring,
comprising some 160 cars lead by the [396 Benz, all
in order of date and each carrying a small placard
giving the name and date of each car. This gave a
graphic picture of the development of the motor car
from its earliest form, when the influence of the horse
vehicle was apparent, through the years until grudually
it acguired an individual design. Even those who were
aware of how the modern car had been evolved.
expressed greal interest in being able 1o aclually see
evolution pass before them. The V. and V. Club
{Auckland) arranged for all the cars up to World
War TI. Army and Air Force contributed some unusual
service wehicles to show the application of the motor
car o war purposes as well as covering the period
when no priviate wvehicles were manufactured. Then
followed nearly 70 cars contributed by local franchise
holders showing the latest 1936 and 1957 models from
almost every motor manufacturing country in  the
world, Interspersed in the correct place according 1o
the year {shown by each wveteran or wintage car with
ils placard) were A A, patrol cars carrying posters giving
highlights, membership figures, services commenced,
eic., showing the gradual growth of the A A, with the
development of the molor car.

Everything was nicely organised, cars fell-in to places
approximately calculated beforehand (which turned out
to be remarkably accurate) and the parade started
exactly to tme, 1,30 pom. AL 1,32 p.m. came the rain,
and did it rain! If Noah had been there he would have
panicked and got the elephants to suck out the hilge
before the Ark submerged. However, if it did nothing

else. it proved lo thousands of spectators that velerans
are equally reliable, wet or dry

Mearly every member of the V. & V. Car Club turned
oul for the occasion, certainly all those whose cars were
in running condition, and the general standard was very
high. When it is recalled that the club is only two yvears
old and that when it was formed there was scarcely
a car in exhibition condition, to see the turnout on
Saturday was thrilling. The cars looked well, ran well
and were a real credit to their owners, The only mech-
anical mishap of the day was the International Auto-
Bugegy. which suffered from a gear-box derangement
200 yards from the assembly point and was towed all
the way rather than miss the parade.

Thz enterfainment planned for the evening at Western
Springs Stadium, “Motors & Modes’, had to be postponed
a5 the Stadium centre was flooded out, It was a great
dizappointment for many. not only for the Public
Relations Office, who had spent much money in pre-
paring the evening show, but to those who were taking
part with their cars, However, they had Monday night
on which to hold the postponed show. bul it rained
that night too, so the whole show had to be abandoned.
Shocking bad luck, for a well planned celebration,

On the Friday before the Parade, Geo. Gilltrap drove
three of his cars from Rotorua to Auckland to take part
in the Parade, and had a trouble free run all the wav in
the 1907 Cadillac, the 1908 Hupmobile and the 1915
Chandler, Arriving in Auckland dead on time, he was
met at the AA. Depot on the Great South Road. by
the President-Elect of the AA., Mr J. M. Ewen and
members of the ALA. Council and after a cup of tea,
proceeded to the City escorted by A A, Patrol cars. The
Albion (1902) was brought down on a truck as il was
felt that it would take too long and would be very
tiring for the driver, not that George doubted the car
would get there, After off-loading the Albion, all
George's cars were stabled for the night in Tappenden
Mators showrooms,

The bad weather made photography almost impossible
and no examples have come our way vet, but it did
give us the amusing sight of one of the bandsmen (there
were (wo bands) pouring about half a bucket of water
out of his big Oom-Pah!

Well, it was a good idea, spoiled by the one thing
which could not be controlled.



An Edwardian Weekend S T Farin

An ‘Edwardian” weckend, which was a direct result
of deciding the day before, to utilise the Friday holiday
for the Christchurch A. & P. Show, in motoring south
1o see the Centennial Rally from Invercargill to Riverton,
organised by the Southland V.C.C. to commemorate
the original run in 1909,

As an Edwardian (ouring car is one of the most
pleasant conveyances known, motoring clothing was
donned, the Panhard wheeled out, a stack of spares
strapped on to dispel qualms over the inconsistencies
of near-Edwardian covers {as | heard one of our mem-
bers remark recently it fias been a bad season for tyres!)
and a start made at 620 am, At Qamaru, with the
mileage at 166, a thunder storm was encountered
causing us to seek refuge under the verandah of a
hospitable garage while we watched Thames Street
rapidly emulate its namesake. After this deluge we
dismissed the light rain encountered further south as
scolch mist and excellent time was made to Dunedin
where a meal was partaken and wel clothes changed for
dry, 345 pm. saw us over the crest of Lookout Point.
and the Panhard motloring with all its costomary
excellence, downhill towards Green Island, Mear Waihola
further wetness was encountered, but as stopping does
nol improve one's average, we pressed on. damp bul
undelayed.

Finally the cold front. or what ever it was, had been
left behind and the remaining hundred odd miles over
delightful rolling country were broken only by a wicked
piece of road near Clinton with resultant slow speeds
and all too vivid memories of Irishman Creek concern-

ing the effect of crushed road metal on tvres showing
the second ply of cord. and later by a pit stop al
Gore to tlighten the exhausi manifold nuts and replenish
the oil. The hour of 7.15 pm. struck as a somewhat
soiled Panhard with begoggled driver and mechanician,
also travel stained, appeared in the midst of the
Invercargill Friday evening traffic.

The garage where the competing vehicles were housed
was encountered by chance and one, Willis Brown,
sought out who in spite of all excuses and protests that
we motored down merely to see the event, had the
Panhard entered and scrutineered with such efficiency
that we were in the event almost before we knew it

Blessed with perfect weather on the Saturday, a
successful event was assured. enhanced by the particularly
generous offer by one of the Invercargill business
people, of free oil and petral w Northern competitors,
the only regretful faces being those of Oakley and
Kennedy for although it was whispered that 60 gallons
could have been crammed into its various tanks, the

ennis. unentered. had been left in Dunedin,

AL 9 am. 25 cars and 9 molor cycles lined up at
the Feldwick Gates to face the starter’s flag and the
24 mile run to Riverton. We found our class average
of 20 m.ph, on the leisurely side. there being a marked
tendency towards premature arrival at the controls for
we had been running at nearly twice this speed on
simitar roads the previous day. although the position
might have been quite dilferent had tvre trouble
occurred in any one of s many forms.

On arrival at Riverton where the racecourse grounds

AUTO VALET SERVICES LTD

RUBBERISED
UNDERSEAL
_ PHONE
Mﬂbllgﬂi _,a;mm-unm Workihag e
AUTOMOTIVE P S e N B 5 $a661
REPAIRS % - ﬂ 13-093
LUBRICATION

80 GREAT NORTH ROAD, GREY LYNN




had been requisitioned, the opportunily was taken to
indulge in some pre-judging spit and polish and to study
the other entries in the competitors enclosure, Although
Fords and Buicks held numerical superiority the most
outstanding effort was Alf Woolletts 1912 20 h.p.
Woaolseley  landaulet coachwork elegantly finished in
blue and black which being a large veleran with closed
bodv and eluborate inlerior appointments, acquired in
poor order, must have involved Alf and his wife in a
colossal amount of restoration work and rightly won
the laurels in the Concours d'Elegance. Duc 1o the
generally high standard in the motor cycle section it
was difficult to select any one machine, but technically
the delightful little single cylinder F.M. of J. N. Lawry,
with its shaft drive, 2 speed pgear. and cluich was
certainly the most interesting.

While the judges pondered, competitors were conveyed
bv buses (unfortunately modern) 0 a nearby country
hotel where an excellent dinner was provided gratis on
production of a pass issued by the organising club.
This was o feature greatly appreciated by visiting com-
petitars for in the bustle of a Veleran Rally there is
often little time to think of food.

In the afternoon a serics of three extra efficiently
run driving tests were staged, all going smoothly except
perhaps for Ned Sutherland on the 6 h.p. de Dion
which he had driven down from Central Otago the
previous day. On the notorious Central roads the pin
securing the starting handle had vibrated out and was
replaced by galvanised fencing wire, the universal stand-
by of our farming (and Veleran motoring.—Ed.) com-
munity, but this could not withstand the stress of a

quick start test and sheared off leaving Ned stranded
until pushed by energetic spectators. Also the afternoon
saw the welcome appearance of Colin Roberison on his
1910 LH.C. Buggy, running for the first time since
being rebuilt from the rotted remains of o chassis, but
sadly after making the trip out the engine back-fired
on starting and cracked the fMywheel box pulling a
return run out of the guestion. This was a pity, as much
oil had been burnt till midnight and later, to ensure
this vehicle’s appearance,

The return run of 22 miles was taken steadily and
unevenifully save for the antics of some secret check
marshals who although sighted from a distance, disap-
peared behind a roadside gorse bush almeost until we
passed them dead on time.

A ‘noggin and natter’ rounded off the afternoon,
while a social in the evening completed a very satis-
factory event.

Of the return trip to Christichurch my main recol-
lections are of twice getting wetl again due Lo “passing
showers™ which took some tlime to pass, of a [ine
example of the dreaded sideslip while descending Mount
Cargill and of the increasing desire for sleep over the
final 50-odd miles. this latter failing being due to enjoy-
ing. Willis Brown's hospitality until 4 a.m. and rising
again at 6 am. to view further automotive machinery
before heading north,

Certainly the run of 375 miles each way making a
weckend mileage of over B0D without trouble of any
kind was a commendable performance for a 1913 tour-
ing car. "Vive la Panhard.’

The “Golden Coach” of Veterans

The “Golden Studebaker”, thal amazing signature 1o
the beaded edge tvred models of the oldest firm of
vehicle manufacturers still in transport production, is. of
interest o every reader of * Beaded Wheels” who
wishes 1o extend his knowledge of the cars of the
Veteran period.

The wvear 1918 marked the end of an era for Stude-
baker productions; their cars of 1915, 16, 17, and 1918
were all shod with beaded edge tyres, and had the
gearbox and differential together @t the rear of the
vehicle, while the gate type gear change was on the
driver’s right hand, This necessitated numerous rods
and joints to carry the gear change to the back end.
When a change was pending, Studebaker made a mag-
nificent passing gesture to a cvlinder block cast all in
one, by producing a museum picce, “The Golden
Studebaker.™

Almost ingredible though it may seem, this fabulous
car had the entire cylinder block. drive shalt and
various other fittings plated in gleaming gold. Both the
upholstery and the hood were fashioned from ithe finest,
most supple, white kid. This moedern “Arabian Nights™
vehicle was mounted on 920 x 120 beaded edge Lyres.

by Vernon Stone,
Alfriston Road, Manurewa

As far as | ean recall this car was shippéd to various
Studebaker agents throughout Australia and shown as
a car of super grade, At my home town of Toowoomba,
Queensland, we mounted it on a mirror platform, so
giving cvervone the opportunity to view with ease the
undercarriage of sparkling pold.

The grand finale of the Golden Studebaker’s Aus-
tralian appearunce came when Muriel Star, then plaving
leading lady in “The Bird ol Paradise.” drove the car
up Castlercagh Streel, Svdnev. In this age of purely
functional cars, such a sight may never again be seen;
the brightest “Star™ of the stage adding lusire to a
brilliant piece of automotlive engincering.

After this appearance the Golden Studebaker was
returned 1o the Studebaker museum in Americn.

In 1919, Siudebaker [ollowed the general trend.
trapsferred the gear box amidships, and entered into the
semi-sedan line with a light four, a light six and a
big six.

In conclusion, may | say that | would much enjoy

a yarn with anyone who can recall these cars at that
time.



A Camer

Mount Cook Run Southland
Kumeu Deans |

Early primitive: The Oldest cor present at Deans;
1901 Morthern owned by Alec Shadbolt.

Sharpe’s Bentley cutting corners du

Edwardian Elegance: One of the very few closed car
restorations in New Zealand. Alf. Woollett’s 1912
Wolsley Landaulet.

Grand Finale: The culminating point
South Canterbury Centre, with most



Review .

Riverton Run Inglewood
h Banks Peninsula

Inglewood Highlight: Rex Porter’s 1900 De Dion Bouton
does its tour of the arena amidst the plaudits of an
obviously large and appreciative audience.

Daimler before the Deluge! The Moses and Lawrence
1919 Daimler, one of the star turns at Kume s Show

the pilgrimage to Mount Cook by the
its leading “ characters” in evidence.



A. P. (Bert) TONKS &
I:S;:Q)LTD_ LAWRENCE MOTORS

LTD.

111 Duncan Street, Wanganui East

MOTOR BODY BUILDERS & Wanganui Sports Enthusiasts Garage

PANEL BEATERS
AGENTS—

Distributors for . . . Mercedes Benz, Peugeot, Citroen, Fiat,
Hudson and Willys Cars, and Station Wag-
PI LOT gons, Trojan Trucks, Mist Master Water
Aleohol Injectors, Suffolk Motor Mowers,
HYDRAULIC TRUCK TAPFPERS Burnall Exhaust Jets, Sales ond Service
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Throughout Wellington and Taranaki
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APT ALLOY Caravans

228 Victoria Avenue Wanganui
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Phone 39-422

ar 1814 ir

Older than
" Genevieve

The Swiss firm of Paillard Ltd. have
rmanufactured precision apparatus
since 1814,

To-day "BOLEX" Cameras and Pro-
jectors will capture and recall
your happy memories.

AVAILABLE in 8 and 16mm TYPES
from PHOTOGRAPHIC DEALERS

Distributors for N.Z.—

THE GENERAL MACHINERY CO LTD

P.O. BOX 293 - WANGANUI




Wanganui Notes . .

w“

by R. R. Williamsen

Vintoge Car Club of MN.Z. Inc., Wengonui Bronch

Chaoirman: P. R, Williomson, Esq.

INGLEWOOD RUN

Thz small Taranaki town of Inglewood holds annu-
ally, a carnival day known far and wide as “The Great-
esl Show on Earth™ and again this year wveteran and
vintage cars and motor eveles played a prominent part
in the success of the day. This year, the Wanganui
Branch of the Vintage Car Club of N.Z. Inc., was
entrusted with the organising of a car and motor cycle
trial to conclude at the carnival ground. Eleven cars
and six cycles competed, although thirteen cars were
actually on show to the public during the day.

Five cars left Wanganui after lunch on Friday, ldth
September. They were Brian Walker's 1912 Zedel. Tom
Stirling’s [916 Overland, Bert Tonk's 1913 Daimler, R.
Lee’s 1918 Swdebaker and Maury Wadey's 1914 Buick.
A strong wind blew cold off the sea and conditions were
not good on the long, hard climbs north of Wanganui
hut warm welcomes were given the travellers during
brief stops at Waverley and Patea when all work must
have ceased as the populace turned out to gaze, wonder
and guestion.

Waudey and Co, and Lee and Co., in the Buick and
Studebaker respectively, literally thumbed their noses
at the others as they sped past on some of the hills,
and from the enclosed sedan body of the Studebaker,
potving glances were cast at the frigid vovagers in the
Daimler, However, the White Hart Hotel in Hawera
produced an excellent dinner after the cars were garaged
for the night, and the loeal waters taken in moderation
soon thawed us oul. Ken Wright arrived during the
evening with Clement Talbot on trailer, George Gilltrap
came in from Rotorua in the middle of the night and
at breakfast time on Saturday we found that the motor
cycle contingent from Manawatu  had  mysteriously
appeared. Heavy rain during the might had us worried,
but Suturday dawned bright and cool for the trial. Class
A for single and twin cylinder cars and models up 1o
1504 left Siratford for Inglewood—distance 13 miles.
All others and motor eycles travelled the 32 miles route
from Hawera. The Taranaki Car Club Inc, co-opzrated
splendidly in arranging the trial complete with garage
facilltizs, stewards. ete. Results az follows: —

Cluss A, Time Trial;

K. Porier, 1901 De Dion, Carterton.
Class A, Best Prepared:

E. Porter, 1901 De Dion, Carterton.
Class B, Time Tricl:

B. Walker, 1912 Fedel, Wanganui.
Cliss B, Best Prepured:

K. Wright. 1909 Clement Talbot, Wanganui.
Class C, Motor Cycles, Time Trial-

W. Smith, 1912 L.M.C.
Clasy C, Best Prepared @

P. MecGee, 1913 Mcud Flyver, Palmerston North.

Hon. 5ec.: R. P. Lee, Esq., 34 MNo. 3 Line, Waongonui

When the cars and cycles entered the oval at Ingle-
wood. a friend of the movemenl gave a running com-
mentary over the P.A. svstem. describing the cars in
detail. Later in the afternoon when the ground hod dried
out a little, the cars demonsirated their mobility over
a simple slalom. The little Smith Flyer of R. Tomlin
was putl through its paces and this perfectly restored
1912-14 buckboard was probably the “hit” of the show.
It was & fine gesture to bring this model down from
Auckland. Peter Williamson took to Inglewood his re-
markable 1912 Duo cvelecar which he had acquired in
the poorest possible condition. In spite of much burning
of midnight oil and the co-operation of Club members.
he just failed to have it mobile for Inglewood, A beauti-
ful restoration job, it was a pleasure o see on
display. Cars and motor cycles were present from
Auckland, Rotorua, Carterton, Wanganui and the Mana-
watn. On Saturday night, the Railway Hotel was solidly
booked by those of the Vintage movement, who were
staying over for the Social and Prize giving. A [feature
of this function were the prizes made by the Wanganui
Club Captain, Ken Wright. He prepared perfect minia-
ture veleran cars in correct colours, mounted on polished
wood bases. Each base was lettered with the name and
year of the model and an engraved silver plate bore
details of the event for which the prize was awarded,

One unfortunate incident marred the weekend when
on the Sunday moming it was discovered thai vandals
had prised the name plate off the Quo, This is the only
known spzcimen in the world and in spite of the utmost
assistance given by the carnival organisers and the Police.
nothing further has been heard, The specificalion board
was also removed.

CHATTER

Cur thanks to George Gilltrap and his Hupmaohile
driver Bruce Calkin, to Roy Tomlin with the very rare
Smith Flyer, Rex Porter with the De Dion and 1o Ron
Royeroft plus Buick who all trave’led long distances
to tuke part in the Inglewood Show: we hope they
enjoyved thz event,

Three cars wenl to Hastings and took part in the
“Transport Through the Ages Cavalcade™ which pre-
ceded Blossom Week, and Tom Stirling in the Ower-
land, Bzt Tonks (Daimler) and Jim Carrick driving
Ken Wright’s Cloment Talbot went to Patea to par-
ticipate in their 75th Jubilee.

Clive Fuller of Hastings is making a fine job of his
Hyper Lea-Francis. | like the crisp crackle of the ex-
haust note, Clive, and with you luck in replacing the
fabric covered bady.

Ken Wright bought frem Gordon Vogther his 1927
disc-whecled V-windsereen Lea-Francis “doctor’s Coupe™
and drove it back from Hastings,
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TWIN CARBURETTOR MANIFOLDS

Ford Zephyr Mk. 1 and 2
Ford Consul Mk. 1 and 2

Ford ¥8 1933-1953

Ford Anglia and Prefect E93A and 100E
Chevrolet

Holden

Vanguard Phase Il and 111
Yauxhall L.I.P., E.I.P., L.1.X.
Youxhall 10 and 12 h.p.
Maorris Minor 5.Y. and O.H.Y.
Plymouth - Chrysler

Dodge - De Soto

Full Flow Exhausts for . . .

Prefect, Anglia, Consul and Zephyr

South Island Agents for Scintilla S.A.

N.Z.'s

SUPPLIERS OF
SPEED EQUIPMENT

YOUR CAR

LEADING

FOR

Meodified Cylinder Head Water
Cooled Manifolds and Other Special

Auto Equipment

SHEPPARD BROS.

435 INNES ROAD or P.O. BOX 1162,

CHRISTCHURCH




Canterbury Notes

by A. A, Anderson

Yintage Car Club of M.Z. Inc., Canterbury Branch

Chairman: J. R. Loughnon, Esqg.

The first event of the newly elected Canterbury
Branch was the Banks Peninsula Rally and Hill Climb
which ook place on October [3th and 14th.

The Event took the form of u Rally to Duvauchelles
Bay from Christchurch and the Hill Climb was held
al Pigeon Bay on the Sunday morning. Ten cars left
the Carlton Mill Bridge on the Saturday under very
overcast conditions that did not bode well for the event,
the Hill Climb competitors proceeding to the railway
vards where they were weighed in to allow the use of
a “Shelsley Formula” and from there gol on their way
over the hills to Duvauchelles.

On arrival, lunch was consumed and accommodation
sorted out before some driving tests devised by Bob
Turnbull on the spur of the moment and much sampling
of other peoples machinery was indulged in. Charlie
Stanton had the misfortune to bend a stub axle on the
14/45 Talbot in a moment of over cxuberance in the
regularity test. Rides in the Beardmore were in some
demand, and altogether a lot of fun was had.

The serious business of the whole expedition was the
Speed Hill Climb which was held on the upper section of
Pettigrews Road out of Pigeon Bay: a really exciting
course with shingle surface and narrow road with every
variation of bend and gradient incorporated in its |
mile length

The clouds of Saturday had gone, the sun shone and
after a short wait while a fault was traced in the timing
circuit, the event opened with a practice for all cars,
followed by two timed runs and so slick was the organ-
isation that all this was accomplished in time to allow
everyone 1o be back at Duvauchelles and lunching by
2 pm. From the outsel there was a tremendous battle
between Sharpe's Bentley handicapped by its size and
lack of clutch stop, and Bramwell’s Beardmore handi-
capped in its turn by two wheel brakes; only | second
separated them on every run including practice and as
Sharpe, who went first every run, carved seconds off
his previous time, so Bramwell always managed to pull
something further out of the hat and keep up with him,
A wvery consisten! and polished display was that of
Mauger with hte 501 Fiat with Silvani modifications
while the Turnbull’s Panhard went like smoke on the
flatter lower sections of the hill.

Altogether a most enjovable and informal event though
we would like to hove seen some of those people who
have been agitating for a speed event but, as usual, they
were not amongst those present,

Hen. 5ec.: R. J. Cummins, Esg., 23 Rondeiph Street, Christchurch

Results of the Hill Climb;

Place on
Formula
I. G. Sharpe, 1929 Bentley 44, 2min, 6.2sec, .. 5§
R. Bramwell, 1922 Beardmore, 2min. Tsec. ... 3
W. 1. Mauger. 1924 Fiat 501 Q.L.U.. 2min 18.8sec 2

B. G. Ufton, 1925 Alvis, 2min. 43sec. 4
C. Stanton, 1927 Talbot, 2min 56.5sec. .. 1
R. Millin, 1925 Arrol Johnston, 3min 22sec, ... fi
F. Bull, 1927 Essex, Imin 37.4dsec. e B
W. 5. Turnbull. 1913 Panhard, 3min 54.6sec, .. 7

MNOTES

We seem to have been doing quite a lot of entertaining
lately what with Marsden Robinson from Awuckland
whom we all met at Duvauchelles; Willis Brown from
Invercargill who called on his way back from Lhe
Mobilgas in which he did very well in his wee buzz box
and no doubt wishes that he could have done the trip
with the Bentley instead, and Ken Wright and Peter
Williamson from Wanganui who were down for the
Mational Executive meeting last month.

The Veteran Rally of course brought old [riends
from all over the country and it is this “gathering of
the clans” that makes the event so enjovable, the throng
hzing so thick this year that we simply couldn’t men-
tion everyone—it was great meeting vou all again.

In the new acguisitions dept. activity has been con-
siderable. Mike Duggan hopes to have the Orient Buck-
board ready for the Dunedin-Brighton and has just got
an Owen Magnetic for Vintage occasions—a real rare
bird! Don Oddie has acquired a 3-litre Bentley, and
Peter Clarkson has got the ex-Jim Young 1916 V& Cadil-
lac and is also preparing for the Brighton,

Alister Macbeth has a little Edwardian Delage to
keep the Adler m/c company, while Godirey Hall tells
us that he has had the motor running in the 1912 Swift
cycle-car. Talking of Halls, Graham Hall has bought yet
another Humber bringing the total up to almost the
half dozen!!!

The Branch extends its sincere thanks to all those who
turned out to help make the Veteran Rally an out-
standing success. It is only with the co-operation of
members thal these evenls are possible, and it was grand
to see every Canterbury member who had a free day
on the job,



SHEEHAN
MOTORS LTD.

Strathallan Street - Timaru

SALES & SERVICE

HILLMAN, PLYMOUTH, CHRYSLER
CARS

KARRIER & FARGO TRUCKS

PARTS
AMCIENT & MODEREM
ABOUND AT

AUTO PARTS (Timaru)
LTD.
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DAVID BROWN TRACTORS TIMARU
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TIMARU TYRE SERVICES
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The Mew Singer is a proaduct of the skill
and crattsmanship gained in the experi
ence of eighty progressive years. From
the smallest detail to its outstanding
performance the NEW SINGER offers
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perience counts,
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THE DISTRICT




South Canterbury Notes

B ———

M. G. Mehriens

THE TIMARU-MT. COOK AND RETURN COMMEMORATIVE RUN, LABOUR WEEKEND, 1956

In fine conditions seven Veleran cars and one [9NE
motor cyele drew up atl Washdyke, Timaru. at § am,
en Saturday morning, 20th October, to make the run
to the Hermitage and return. This run was (o com-
memorate the 50 vears since the commencement of the
Mt. Cook and Southern Lakes Tourist Co. service to
the Hermitage. The original run was done with 2 single
¢ylinder 7 h.p. De Dion Boutons in 1906. Mr R. H.
Wigley and Dr Marchunt were on one car and the Ruth-
erford Bros. on the other.

The original run took some three days driving to the
Hzrmitage alone, but the machines which assembled at
Washdvke hoped to do it in three days, retern included,

The cars which made the run were as follows: —-

1904 Darracg. C, Westoby.
1905 Argvll, R. Mahan.

1906 Reo, M, G. Mechriens.
1907 Cadillac, D. Nicholson.
1911 EN., D. Oddie,

1912 Overland, A. Arnoit,
1915 Ford, H. Mercer.

1908 Triumph m/c. A. Averis,

The Rally commenced at Fairlie at 10,15 a.m. We
were met by a large crowd amongst whom was Mr 1,
Rutherford, one of the original drivers in 1906, who
enteriained all members to morning tea and related the
problems encountered in 1906 which would not worry
any of us on this occasion,

With a Le Mans start all cars checked out and set
about maintaining their nominated average speed to
Balmoral military camp, some 33 miles away. The
route lay along the main road to Burkes Pass, gate-way
to the preat McKenzie Country. Here we encountered
thz first rain, all right in hooded cars, most unpleasant
in open runabouts. All machines began (o notice the up-
grade but soon Burkes Pass was behind us and we
were onto the shingle surface with its corrugations and
potholes,

Progress scemed far from fast particularly against
the head north-west wind and rain. Time off was taken
for lunch on the road side and all cars checked in at
Balmoral on time, with the sun shining again. Primus
stoves and beds were soon organised for the overnight
stay at the camp.

Sunday morning dawned fine but cold after heavy
overnight rain. Owners were busy making their machines
ready for the longest day’s run of the Rallv, Balmoral
1o the Hermitage, 63 miles and reiurn, The Reo left
first, with the Darracq close behind at the same speed,
and soon the McKenzie plains were echoing to the
sound they had first heard some 50 vears ago.

The hill work in this area was not as bad a5 on Sat-
urday, most of it being down hill dropping to 600ft. o
Lake Pukaki, where a large crowd was gathered to
greel us,

After refuelling, the 40 miles to the Hermitage was be-
gun in overcast weather. The slower machines were
passed by the 1915 Ford, 1912 Overland, 1908 F.N.
and 1905 Argvil. The long pull up to several of the
bridges was slow going for the lower h.p. cars and
low gear was for cver being engaged. The rain kept the
dust down but did not stop runholders assembling at
their gates with a hearty cheer of encouragement.

The 1915 Ford was the first car 1o arrive at the Hermi-
tage with all other machines chuffing in at intervals,
without a single mishap, a credit to the makers and
present owners. Once again there was a crowd of visitors
both overseas and Mew Zealanders,

Camera clicking, e swapping and wvictualling both
cars and drivers in pleasant sunshine once more filled
in two pleasant hours at the Hermitage before the re-
turn to Balmoral was commenced. For most cars the
trip up had taken some five hours and this time faced
us all for the return and the clock showed 3 p.m.

It rained again very heavily for some many miles be-
fore it eased at Lake Pukaki where there was an even
greater crowd than before. The up grade o Balmoral
soon cut speeds and low gear in most cars was engaged
soon after leaving Pukaki. Head winds, very rough roads
and darkness made the trip back miscrable to the open
cars, and not much better in the hooded models. The
first punciure was experienced in the Argvll at night
but did not delay very long.

On Monday morning the camp was cleared and
thanks are gratefully expressed to the military authorities
for their hospitality, The run to Timaru from Balmoral
was uneventful and was treated as a true Yeteran Run
with a grand picnic lunch at the Qhihi Bridge.

The run home began with some cars running short of
time and others with plenty to spare, but with the sun
shining. the country-side slipping by, the road to Timaru,
downhill, was a pleasure. At Washdyke, the last check
point, the cars began to arrive and all were home by
4 pm. In convoy all cars proceeded 1o the Mi. Cook,
Southern Lakes Co. office in Stafford Street, Timaru,
and a final photo was taken at this spol. The longest
Veteran Run in New Zealand was over and all machines
had done 266 miles in three davs with no mechanical
trouble whatsoever,

The Run was covered fully by a movie camera and
this film should be available for showing soon.

The Rally was run on points and the results are as
follows : —

Veteran:
st equal, FXN. and Cadillac, 3rd, Ford.
4th, Reo, 5th, Darracq. 6th, Argvil

The Overland withdrew from the Rally section.
Vintage :
1922 Star (D. Peterson) was the only Vintage en-
trant and served as a grand baggage wagon for all,
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“Ample Ampol”

Rob  Guanell (N5.W., Australia)

A counpetitor’s acconnt of the graelling “Ampol™ Treigl recounmced by o member who duving

his stay in New Zealapd way in Orage Branch territory. The sequel will appear in the next jssie,

“When | got to Svdney and saw the car (14/75 Alvis)
I nearly fell over. It was nowhere ready for the trial,
or for the road for that matter. There was only a very
small handful of bods working on it and 1 didn't think
there was any chance of getling it to the starting line.
However, by a supreme effort we got to the line O.K.—
but only just, It was registered only four davs before
the start and on the Sunday morning of the start we
were still wiring up dash lights and repairing a fast
minute puncture, We simply threw all our gear and tools
and spares inlo the back and depurted for Bondi, Mo
time to pack anything. The newly reconditioned enging
had only 100 miles on the clock and we had no time
to take the car for a good hard run to try and find out
any bugs.

We got away on time and received a good receplion
from the crowd for miles out of Svdnev. All this put us
back quite a bil on our average to Mowra, However,

once out of the traffic we stepped it out a bit arriving at
Mowra with & couple of minutes (o spare, '
Brian Muir took over from MNorm Adams for the
“Horror Section” to Goulbuwrn and bad luck took over
with him. Only a couple of miles out of Nowra the
¢ar stopped. The trouble was traced to a broken magneto
spring. As we didn’t have time to mark the fvwheel
and spare magneto, we figured the guickest thing 1o do
would be to throw on the contact breaker assembly off
the spare mug, This we did which necessitated removal
of the mag anvway to adjust the new points correctly
f{the mag is in rathér an awkward position on the 14/75),
This all delayed us, one hour, before we got under way
again the car riding the potholes, corrugations and huge
washawivs really marvellously. In addition to the Hart-
fords on the front we had added a pair of (modern,
sorry. AMO's) telescopic shockers. Al the rear the Hart-
fords had been abandoned in favour of a pair of Hou-

C. HUNTON LTD

55 KILMORE STREET
CHRISTCHURCH

Body Builders & Painters

Chassis and Axle Repairers—FPaonel
Beaters

PHOME 70-547

AFTER

BEFORE

OUR FIMISHED WORK

A Genuine Photo Reproduction




dailles from a 1934 Eagle Alvis Limousine. Believe me
this combination proved most effective especially on the
fronl. However, misfiring began to set in though only
on occasions and the rear springs scemed to have settled
a linle causing the tailshaft to hit the chassis on big
bumps of which there were many. The tailshaft was a
Chev. Blitz which is hall as big again in diameler as
the original Alwvis,

The next trouble which showed its fangs was on
right hand corners, when going hard the wheel seemed
to be hitting the mudguard bracket with the body roll.
This was caused by bad fitting of the bracket and by
the front springs beginning 1o setile. However, we pressed
on without delay but still with the occasional annoying
spasms of misfiring. The next thing (still on this same
section, by the way) one of the clutch thrust fingers fell
out. We replaced this with a bolt which after frantie
thinking and searching we found in the headlight stand-
ard, Also we checked on the mudguard bracket as it had
cuused us 1o almost run off the road at one stage, there-
by wasting another } of an hour. We finally arrived
at Goulburn just over 2 hours late. All these delays had
pul us at the very end of the field, and when we arrived
al the Goulburn control all the Officials were blind
drunk from all the rum (I mean “all the rum” too—
they didn't leave a drop for us!) they had been con-
suming in an effort to keep out the cold. Tt really was
i cold night too. Every puddle or water crossing we
wenl through sent up a spray which within a few sec-
onds became an icy deposit on our ‘mudguards, lights
and body, When we got to Goulburn we discovered our
wire gauze over the “kangaroo catcher™ in front of the
radiator and lights had & complete sheet of ice over it
lce was aboul § inch thick all over the front mudguards
and also the lack of efficiency we had noticed in our
lights was traced to thick deposits of very dirty water
on them.

We set off for Queenbeyan, Brian still at the wheel
and mysell navigating, Just out of this control the chief
(Norm Adams) insisted on the hood being erected (spoil-
spart!). This was duly carried out together with o slight
adjustment of the headlights and driving light (we didn't
¢ven get time (o do this before we left). The car was
still having its missing spasms but we didn’t have time
to stop and find out why, We knew it wouldn't be plugs
as they were specially tested by Champions and anyway
Alvises are not the least bit plug conscious and will run
on almost any plug at all (1 have seen some magnificent
collections in them and still going well!) Apart from
this missing the engine wus going beautifully, It had
taken a terrific thrashing considering it hadn't been run
in bul was improving every mile.

Al 3 am. disaster struck. We slid beautifully around
a left hand corner on the dirt at 50 m.p.h. Adam’s head
poked up from the relieving seat in the back and said
“Muvolari Huh?” and then followed a similar right
hander. Brian turned the wheel but it didn’t respond.

N

The old trouble had popped up again. At 50 m.ph. the
body rolled. bringing the mudguard bracket down stop-
ping the wheels from turning more than about § lock.
Without as much as a slide we just drove off the
road, jumped a 31, deep trench and fnished up strad-
dling the latter with the nose of the car in a clump of
brambles! ! We started to dig. The first encrgetic swing
of the shovel nearly jarred the life out of me— the
ground was frozen stiff! 50 we gol the axe oul, We
chopped a couple of trees up and dropped them in the
trench behind the near front wheel so it wouldn't drop
inte the diteh when we hauled the car out. Next we un-
buried the front wheel itself. The dumbiron was badly
bent as was the axle and front spring. We got out our
de-ditching gear which consisted of a block and tackle
and 50ft. or rope. Nalurally the ncarest posi was 60f1.
away 50 we tried pushing but with no success, She was
stuck. We dug the earth away from beneath and near
the rexr wheels and tried again, this time with the engine
and reverse gear as reinforcement. Howewer, this hard
earth was only the surface and beneath this it was like
porridge. We tried putting our wire netting underneath
the spinning wheel hoping one of the two wheels would
not drop into the ditch. We tried again. but the whecl
just wound the netting through like a washing wringer.

S0 Brian volunteered (o take a walk around the comer
and see if he could find an obliging farmer to pull us
oul with a car or tractor or something. Norm and I re-
packed the gear. We were all most fortunate in the
crash as apart from Norm wearing the block and tackle
for a collar none of us were hurt at all.

At 7 am. we stopped a truck and got a tow oul. Brian
arrived almost at the same moment having walked &
miles into Queenbeyan control and got one of the chaps
there to come out in a car, The truck was the only
vehicle to come by for 4 hours so it was just as well
that we weren't underneath the ear injured as we would
possibly have frozen to death or something equally
dreadful. We drove on le Queenbeyan control and
arrived there before control closed. We checked out
and drove on o Canberra, arriving there early. The
tyre was hard up against the mudguard on the damaged
side and the nearside fromt wheel was some 8 or 9
inches back from the level of the offside ishort chassis
model huh!). We wouldn't have been able to get to
Couma Contral before that control closed so we decided,
very sadly to retire at Canberra,

We had the [ront dumbiron siraightened by some
character who charged us £4/10/- and did a very rough
joh and we also pulled the mag down, We traced our
misfiring to a bodgied up stationary point which moved
up and down instead of being stationary which rather
upset the adjustment of the point gap. Our clectrical
equipment was supposed to have been overhauled by a
firm of electrical (alleged) experts. We subscquently
painted out their advertisement from the side of the car.

As vou can see all our troubles should have been
found out before the trial by testing and running. So
we were a very unprepared car and crew unfortunately.”
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Otago Notes

by R. 5. Ferens

Yintage Car Club of M.Z. Inc., Otago Branch

Chairmon: R, 5. Ferens, Esq.

The Yeui Trial or “Looking for the Abominable
Snowman™ was held on the 26th August. Organised by
the Gough Brothers this Trial embraced the Taieri
Plains, Waipori Gorge, Traquair and Dunedin. The sun
was actually out when the Trial started but after lunch
at Waipori the weather deteriorated until snow was
falling heavily.

Results are as follows; —

W. A. Spiers. Standard (Modern), 20 poinis lost, 1.
A. Spiers, Chrysler. 34 poinis lost, 2,

Ci. Sharpe, Packard (Madern), 43 points losl, 3.

R Larsen, Austin. 44 points lost, 4.

D. Wicldranyer, Dodge, 39 points lost, 5 equal.

J. Rennig, Vauxhall (Modern). 59 points lost, 5.

The journey covered some 100 miles and was enjoyed
by all those participating, although some of the officials
seemed to be rather cold in the snow.

Lyn and Joe Gough with their friends are 1o be thank-
ed for their valiant effort in turning on this enjovable
day.

Welcome to new members, J. F. Rennie, D, Wield-
raayer. J. W. La Rooy and G. M. La Rooy. The lay
three mentioned members are betler known as Dick,
John and Gerrv, They have purchased the Bramwell
VYauxhall and have spent 4 lot of time doing up this
vehicle. They also own a Dodge Coupe which is a
credit to them,

The details of the Dunedin-Brighton Run are under
control and with the blessing of the “City Fathers™ the
Run is starting right from the centre of the City in the
Octagon, Public transport is being re-routed to accom-
modite the cars and the public. This Run promises to
be the best yet. The Social Evening is being held in
the Brown House and by all accounts this will alse
be a real vintage, veleran evening,

So get vour entries cracking!

Recently found: Two 23760 Vauxhall radiators.

Han. Sec.: I. G. 5. Sharpe, Esq., 5 Macnee Street, Mornington, Dunedin

chassis, back and front axles and 6 wheels, Anyone in-
terested? If so, Gordon Sharpe is your man,

With the Invercargill Run just completed several
happy and worried faces have been passing through
Dunedin, These include the Turnbulls (happy). Duon
QOddie (worried), D'arey Nicholson and John McCraw
(far from worried). Andrew Anderson has also been in
our argumentative midst, and also Willis Brown from
Invercargill.

Gordon Sharpe and Russell Bramwell both made the
trip to the Canterbury Hill Climb, The Beardmore
arrived home but not the Bentley,

About 20 Ibs. of highly polished cast brass work has
arrived in Dunedin complete with brackel-torque (o
be made. This has been oblained by means best lef
unmentioned bul it is the bell for the Dennis,

The tagoe Branch Committee has completed, and
duly considered the Branch Constilution which will reach
the Mational Executive for its next meeting.

A Club meeting place has also been located, and
this place definitely has possibilities. The legal posi-
tion of such an establishment and other factors are be-
ing considered very carefully by the Committce.

The Branch has also been upproached by the Road
Race Committee of the Otago Sporis Car Club 1o
organise and man the crash tenders for the Dunedin
Road Race. The Committee is at the moment of writ-
ing giving serious thought to the whole subject of our
participation as a Club in this event,

Mow that this. our magazine, is appearing in such
a finished form, | would appeal to members 1o letr me
know any news whal so ever. whether it be a new find,
a new blow up, or a new idea. and it is up to our fair and
gentle reader, as a self-professed motoring enthusiast (o
wrile vour impressions, to state yvour thoughts and en-
thuse any knowledgeable and right thinking motorist to
committing his thoughts and experiences to this vour
magazine. Over 1o you!

WHAT 15 IT? MHere is a Car Quiz for readers of
“Rended Wheels”, Tryv vour hand at identifving the
wehicle in the photo, and post vour guess o the Auck-
land Editor. The Mames of the Knowledgeable, and
interesting details of the car will appear in the next
issue,



M

The Magna Charta of Motor-Cars

THE GRAPHIC

On Saturday last a new law came into force— a law
for which engineers and inventors have been wailing
for vears. This new statute has with pardonable enthusi-
asm been called the Magna Charta of Molor Cars. Tt
gets rid of the man with the red flag; it gets rid of 1two
miles an hour; and it makes the roads as free, to
vehicles propelled by steam or oil, or electricity, as 1o
the costermonger’s donkey-cart or to the four-horse car-
riage. To celebrate such a change in the law it was worth
while to have a show of some Kind, and probably the
attempled procession of motor cars from London 1o
Brighton was the best that could have been devised, In
the execution the show would have been betier for a
little more organisation and for a more provident dis-
pensation in the matter of the weather,

Mevertheless, the demonstration was a success, The
crowd alone that collected to see it was a thing o re-
member. As we crawled along the Embankment and
threaded our way through South London streets, or
as we spzd through suburban towns like Croydon the
humanity around us seemed limitless. Readers of the
“Inferno” will remember how at one point of his journey
Dante exclaims, as he sees the endless streams of spirits,
that he could never have believed that death had undone
s great a crowd of beings (“Che morle lania n'avesse
disfatta™). On Saturday it was hard 1o believe that even
London with its five millions of souls could spare such an
enormous mass of sightseers. Meedless 1o say, the task
ol making our way through this immense throng was
not an easy one, and i1 was here that the marvellous
sleering capacity of the motor car was most completely
proved. Brixton Hill was a specially trying streich of
road. The huge cable trams refused 1o suspend their
operation; bicyclists; dogearts, and four-in-hands dashed
into the middle of the so-called procession, dodging in
and out with sublime recklessness. 1 am not a particu-
larly nervous person, bot more than once 1 held my
breath at the apparent imminence of an ugly accident,
But the car and its driver never failed. With a precision
impossible with horses the driver would pull up dead
within a couple of feet of danger, or avoid by a few
inches a human foot or a bievele wheel. It has been
hastily said that the advent of “motos”™ as we are told
to call them—will bring a new danger into London
Streels. After my experience of the Brixton Road last
Saturday 1 feel confident that motos will be far safer.
both for their occupants and for the rest of the traffic
than any form of vehicle now runnimg. Whatever other
defect the new form of locomotive mav have, the steering
ie simply perfect,

Some defects were brought into strong reliel by Satur-
day's trial trip. For example. the car on which | rode
failed to reach Brighton becuuse it had not enough
power in proportion to ils weight 1o enable it o cope

st NOVEMBER, 1896

with the muddiness of the roads, The same defects made
it stick at several of the steeper hills. and though we
never sank so low as to get oul and walk, we had to
stop the machine and let it cool down and prepare it-
self for a fresh effort. Obviously, however, this defect
is remedinble, and in many of the motors that ran on
Saturday it has in fact already been remedied. The time
made by the cars was excellent. in spile of atrocious
roads and a driving rain and wind. Mo animal would
have completed the distance under such conditions in
such a time,

A more serious, because less easily altered, defect is
the vibration of the car when it is temporarily stopped
or slowed down (o a walking pace. In the oil-motors it
s2ems 1o be impossible—at any rate, so far—to stop the
engine and re-start it again. The re-starting is such an
elaborate business that temporary stoppages are effected
by merely disconnecting the engine from the driving
wheel of the car.

The engine thus goes on buzzing away by itself, doing
no work, but creating a vibration which shakes the occu-
pants of the car in a most disagrezable manner. When
motion begins again this vibration praciically ccases. |
cun honestly say that for the greater part of the journey
I was absolutely unconscious of any unpleasant vibra-
tion, But the oil-motor cannot be considered perfect as
long as the starting difficulty exists.

As to the complaint about the smell of the oil-motors
I cannot help thinking that it had been exaggerated. The
car | rode on made no smell that 1 could discover, and
my opinion was confirmed by a  hicvelist who fol-
lowed us closely for & mile or two. Some of the cars
did, it appears from general testimony, give out a good
deal of smell but | fancy it will be found that this
might have been prevented by a little more care in
keeping the engine clean. We have, oo, o remember that
we are nol dependent on oil-motors, There 15 at least
one excellent sieam-motor on the market—though that,
I believe, smells from a different cause—and there is
electricity, | had not, unfortunately, the chance on Sat-
urday of closely inspecting any electrical car, bul there
seems good reason for believing that electricity has got
over, or, at any rate. will get over, hoth the smell and the
vibration difficulty,

On the whole, Saturday’s demonstration has shown
all that the mos! sanguine friends of motors could hope
to show. It has shown that practicable working machines
already exist, and are capable of travelling al a high
rate of =pzed over heivy roads in the worst weather.
More than that we need not ask for, and if inventors
will now show how to produce their articles at o mod-
erate cost, there can be no doubr that a real revolution
in our methads of locomotion will quickly be upon us,



The MISTRAL R e,

Weltex Plastics Ltd. are pleased to announce that they have been

appointed sole New Zealand licencees of Microplas Ltd. of Eng-
fand and have now started to manufacture MISTRAL Fibreglass
Sports Car Bodies at their Christchurch factory.

The MISTRAL is designed to fit any chassis which has a wheel-
hase of 7 ft 3 in to 8 [t. and a track of 4 ft. These low-priced
body shells are being made in an original Microplas mould by

expert plastics technicians,

Full details may be obtained from—

WELTEX " PLASTICS. LTD

4c2 ST ASAPH STREET
CHRISTCHURCH
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as fong as Tyres are on e road —
Luntopp wi! hold The lead /

60 years ago when the law required a red flag to be carried in
front of a motor car on every road DUNLOP made the finest tyres.
Today cars and roads have changed but DUNLOP still make the

finest tyres.

TUBELESS AND CONVENTIONAL

DUNLOP HNEW ZEALAND LIMITED




