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2 Beaded Wheels

Submissions of photographs for this page are welcome from Beaded Wheels readers. Please send original
photographs of historic interest with any available information to Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch.
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

David Starling from Waikanae
Beach has supplied our historic
photos for this issue. He takes up
the story…

The site is a friend’s garage
at Whitby, North Yorkshire,
UK. One photograph shows
the garage in the twenties, it
still looks the same today! The
other shows the opposite side
of the road. The small truck
has run away down the hill
and come through the fence,
now missing at the top of the
photo. The old car which was
parked beneath has suffered
some damage although the
radiator had been removed to
facilitate work prior to the
accident.

A point worthy of note is
the use of a lovely old oil
sidelamp as a warning, fixed to
the end of the ladder. The
office in this photo is next to
the petrol pump shown on the
other picture.
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Grant Hitchings gets down to basics
with the Baby Austin 7, page 9.

Irishman Rally was another roaring
success this year full of the scenic and
challenging back country motoring that
it is famed for, page 22.

Peter Cooper, Auckland, was out
enjoying the action of this years
Mooloo Meander, page 52. 

Action from Irishman Rally 2003, Graham and Kay Shaskey’s 1927
Essex Boat tail roadster driven by their son Steven.

Photo TJ Photography,www.tjphotos.co.nz
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Jack
Volkner

Text Kate Ballard   photos Kate Ballard Jack Volkner

Jack Volkner had been in my

periphery for some time. 

I am not a fanatic Vintage car person,

but I am married to one. 

Through glazed eyes and a

disinterested mind I see a stream 

of things mechanical going 

on in the background. 

Bringing home the treasure. Body in progress

Vintage cars are for fun rides with the hood down on fine,
calm days, not for discussing endlessly in minute details
about obscure metal parts. Slowly Jack entered my

consciousness as the problem solver of all those numerous restora-
tion difficulties in my husband, Roger’s, workshop. Long, technical
telephone conversations ended “Jack says he can make it”.
Triumphant homecomings from visits to Jack meant the project
moved on, that particular gap in the spare parts department had
been filled with a quick whirl by Jack on his lathe. Jack seemed to
do everything. 

Finally I met him when I dropped off a crayfish from the
grateful recipient of all his help. There he was with his frenetically
active miniature foxy leaping madly around him and it was easy to
guess that Jack was just as frenetically active himself as a young
man. He is small and sprightly with lively blue eyes, curly hair and
is as sharp as a tack, full of cheek. Not at all the person I had
envisaged – returned serviceman, failing eyesight, ill with indus-
trial emphysema (a lesson to all you backyard restorers – wear
those masks).

Jack is currently restoring Austin 7s, with which he has a long
association. After the war Austin 7s were plentiful and easily
restored to a state where they made a cheap and reliable family
car. Jack could buy a wreck for £3-10 and, using parts scrounged
from the Meola Road tip would have them up and running in no
time. He also used Austin 7 back and front ends and steering
boxes to build TQ (3/4) midget racing cars used at Western Springs.
Triumph 650 bike motors powered these. With all this experience

Below: Reliant Special again showing a tradesman’s finish

Above: Jack and a completed product, see  pics below for a work in progress
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gained messing about with and modifying the Austin 7 as a young
man it was natural that he should turn to that model when he
started doing serious Vintage restorations a few years ago. Right now
he has four on site, but he has done up over 25 over the years.

In his small immaculately kept back yard he has three small
sheds. There is no hint from the outside of all the activity going
on inside. Open up the doors and there stand three completed
Austin 7’s, green, red and blue, and another under construction.
They are all 1937 Mark II Rubys. In fact Jack’s cars are not
genuine, original restorations. He does not believe in driving
slowly so has made some adaptations.

The blue one, number plate “Snoopy”, is a soft top, not
original, and is Jack’s regular town car. It has a Reliant 600cc
overhead valve motor, which fits into the space perfectly and gives
much better performance. The red and green cars have more normal
adaptations to improve performance. The cam followers are altered,
the valve ports are opened up and the manifolds are opened up
where the carburettor fits on, sports coils have been fitted. 

The car under construction is going to have a completely non-
standard utility body. This has the running gear all completed and
there is a rather strange looking body under construction. Jack has
done extensive alterations to what is to be the cab. The doors
have been made 6" narrower to allow more room for the tray. It is
always surprising to me how much woodwork there is behind the
panels in some Vintage cars. Jack loathes doing the woodwork and
is pleased he has finished that on this particular car.

Almost completed body Another special in the making. Austin 7 chassis and
Coventry Climax 600cc side valve motor

Paint job completed.

Austin 7 special—-a real beauty. Jack with a Reliant powered special.

There isn’t much spare space in here. The shed is crammed
with equipment. He has an industrial planing machine, a one
metre Koken lathe, a surfacing machine, an industrial machine
press, a cast iron marking-out table, an industrial milling machine
and an industrial walking foot sewing machine as well as all the
usual welding gear etc.

Jack’s cars are immaculate and most unusual in that he has
done all the work himself. Most restorers get some work done
outside. Not Jack. Over the years he has taught himself to do
everything. The mechanical side was his professional training but
he added panel beating, painting, and upholstery by reading and
going to night classes. I had a close look at his upholstery, that is
one area I have turned my hand to with less than professional
results. Jack’s work is amazing and he has many small improve-
ments and variations on the original. He makes all his own
beading, using cane as packing instead of the original folded and
packed paper.  

Jack has a pretty contentious belief that there is no necessity for
British cars to leak oil. I can guarantee his success with at least
four British cars including our own MG TC which poured oil out
from every point after a professional recondition. Roger pulled it
to bits and put it back together under Jack’s tutoring and, hey
presto, it has never leaked again. Jack says the secret is just
attention to detail and cleanliness whilst assembling. Meticulous
assembly seemed to sum up his comments which were pretty
contemptuous of some people’s workmanship. “If you do it
properly it won’t leak” full stop.
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president’s message

Seasons Greetings to you all. Now
that summer is here, it’s time to
shake off any winter lethargy and

make the most of the summer weather to
enjoy motoring in this great country of
ours. This year, the branches’ calendars of
events again provide a wide variety of
motoring opportunities – something for
all tastes as our motoring season gets into
full swing. Of course, many of our
members enjoy year round motoring and
use their vehicles to the maximum. Most
of our branches provide opportunities for
members to take pleasure in joining fellow
enthusiasts in a variety of events
throughout the year and not just during
the warmer months. This is one of the
advantages in belonging to our Club –
there is something for everyone’s tastes in
motoring.

I have had several calls and emails
recently regarding motoring rule changes
– notably the “emissions” rule.  I always
welcome this contact and the fact that
members are taking the time to let me
know their views.  Many members may
not be aware that submissions on behalf of
the Club that affect our motoring are
constantly forwarded to the Land
Transport Safety Authority and other
authorities. While the Management
Committee as a whole shoulders vigilance
responsibilities, Rod Brayshaw (our
National Registrar) collates them for
submitting to the appropriate authorities
and the Club is indebted to him for the
thoroughness with which he presents
these. Rod has built up a close association
on the Club’s behalf with agencies such as
the Land Transport Safety Authority and
enjoys their respect that has evolved
through his diligent preparation in all his
dealings with them. Andrew McClintock
will also report our Club’s stance on these
issues to the New Zealand Federation of
Motoring Clubs Inc. Our Club has
submitted responses to many proposals
over this year – all reported to our
members through the branch Chairmen
and Delegates at Executive Meetings.
Please be assured that the Management

Committee is constantly working on your
behalf in all manner of ways, to ensure
that we are able to make the full use of our
vehicles in today’s motoring climate.
Members are encouraged too to be aware
of any proposals that may have an effect
on our motoring and notify their closest
Management Committee member as well
as present their own submissions to the
appropriate authority if that is what they
prefer.

Did you know that the Club has 22
national trophies that are available for
presentation at National Rallies? At a
recent Management Committee Meeting,
it was decided that as they are gaining in
value (not only to the recipients and the
history of the Club, but monetarily as
well) individual trophy boxes would be
made for them. Bob Ballantyne
(Management Committee Member) has
undertaken to construct these boxes,
which will protect the trophies during
transit as well as being suitable to use for
display. The first one has been completed
and I know you will all join me in appreci-
ating the professional finish that has been
achieved. Thank you Bob – only 21 more
to go!

We welcome home Julie Cairns (our
Club’s Administration Manager) who has
been overseas on well-deserved long
service leave. Many thanks are recorded
to Claire Fletcher, who has been
employed on a part time basis, but cheer-
fully took on longer hours to man the
office during Julie’s absence. During this
time, members were asked to address any
queries in the first instance to their
Branch Secretary and on the whole, this
appears to have worked well. Thank you
for your patience as Claire has found her
way around what has evolved into a very
busy office that our growing membership
demands. 

May I take this opportunity of wishing
you and yours Compliments of the Season
with happy, safe motoring during 2004.

Leigh Craythorne

Jack is also very experienced at doing
up and modifying Model A Ford motors.
This goes back to racing days too, when
Model A motors were used in Big Midgets.
In recent years he has reconditioned 11
Model A motors for Vintage Car enthusi-
asts. The adaptations for racing included
placing balance weights on the crank-
shafts, and lightening the flywheels to
achieve 60 mph on the tight Western
Springs course.

Like most creative people who can’t
keep away from the workshop Jack has had
some other interesting projects over the
years. He raced a British Scott two stroke
motorbike called the Flying Squirrel. 

After the war dive gear was not
available in the way it is today. Jack had a
friend with imported gear, a single stage
aqualung, so he set about copying it so
that a group of mates could all go diving.
He made the regulators, using a flutter
valve from oxygen equipment at the
hospital. No dive courses were available
then, of course, so they went off to the
Tepid Baths with Dr Ken Orr supervising
them and taught themselves to dive. It
went well and they all had years of
successful diving. There was no testing of
gear or dive instruction courses in those
days. They even had to make their own
wetsuits. Jack made his by painting heavy
cotton long johns with liquid latex. His
wife was the long suffering model whilst up
to six coats were painted on.

Something caught my eye on Jack’s
mantelpiece. It was a piece of timber about
a foot long with three finely engineered
bits of brass machinery attached to it. He
told me that they were samples of three
different sized steam engines. He made
them for sale at Wiseman’s Sport shop in
Auckland many years ago. They could be
bought as kitsets or made up. Two are
vertical double acting steam engines, one
oscillating. The other is single acting. They
sold for $200, $80 and $60 about 1966 and
could be used to power model toys.

Jack is a great example of a man who is
always contented if he is making
something. He has the determination to
always be very satisfied in the quality of his
finished product. Anyone who is lucky
enough to be mentored by Jack is going to
gain a tremendous amount of knowledge.

bw

Reliant special with rain gear down.
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I’m Back!
I flew out of England after a short delay

being caught behind a number of Veteran
vehicles attending the London to Brighton
Rally on 2 June. Unfortunately after a long
warm summer and an Autumn which,
although cold, was dry, the sky had
decided to open up. It felt rather strange to
be leaving England while also seeing these
vehicles which I only view from the pages
of magazines which cover the event, back
in the National Office in little old New
Zealand.

Thanks must be given to Claire for
looking after the National Office in my
absence  It is a bigger job than many
realise and I thank branches and members
alike for their patience. 

Vehicle ID Card applications
This is just a little reminder that appli-

cations must be sent to your branch
secretary and they will forward them to
the National Office. If they arrive at the
National Office without the appropriate
acceptance from the branch, they need to
be redirected to the branch, which will
hold up your application from being
processed. 

Membership List
All Branches will shortly receive a

printed copy of the membership list plus a
computer CD with the membership list
database on. Should you wish to obtain
any of this information, please contact
your Branch Secretary.

Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Exhaust
Emissions 2003

In October 2003 the President sent out
a memorandum to all branches regarding
the above rule. Please contact your Branch

Secretary for information. If you would
like more information it is available on the
LTSA’s Website at www.ltsa.govt.nz or the
Ministry of Transport’s Website at
www.transport.govt.nz/business/land/vehicle_exhaust_

emmissions_2003.shtml for the media release
and questions and answers. Refer to
section 1.2 (2) (c).

Historic Racing Licence
If you do not have a Historic Racing

Licence and wish to apply, you can obtain
an application form either through your
Branch Secretary or the National Office.
Please remember that the payment of
$22.50 must be attached to the completed
application form at the time of applying.

I would like to take this opportunity to
wish everyone a very happy and safe
Christmas and New Year.

Beaded Wheels 7

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nz

national office news

DECEMBER
6 North Otago Windsor Rally
7 Auckland Gymnic
7 Otago Moped Rally
26 Canterbury Boxing Day Run
28 Bay of Plenty Celebrating 100 years of motoring
JANUARY
1 Banks Peninsula New Years’ Day Picnic
8-11 Taranaki Around the Mountain Veteran Tour
10 Far North Vintage & Classic Car Show & Auto Jumble
18 Waikato Moped Rally
23-25 Wellington Biennial Motorcycle Rally
24-26 Bay of Plenty Anniversary Weekend Rally
24 Southland Vintage & Post Vintage Rally
25 Otago Jackson Run
29 -1 Feb Otago Dunedin Brighton- National Veteran Rally
31 Ashburton Annual Rally
FEBRUARY
1 Horowhenua Triangular Veteran Rally
2-4 Otago Prince Henry Goldfield Tour
6 North Otago Waitangi Day Run
14 Auckland Veteran Rally
20-22 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally
28 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble
MARCH
12-14 Auckland 3 Day Wilderness Tour
27 South Canterbury Mid Island Rally
APRIL
3 South Canterbury Winchester Swap Meet
9-12 Nelson SI National Easter Rally 
While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates
published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the
individual Branch concerned.

VCC Events
For inclusion in our next issue, fax details of Club Events to 03 332
3827 by  10 November, 2003 or email us at beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN,
FIRESTONE, COKER CLASSIC & DIMENSION IV RADIALS etc, 

also Dunlop racing tyres.

PETER WOODEND
Ph 07 571 5525 • Fax 07 571 5526

Mobile 025 605 4040 PO Box 2245, Tauranga
Email: classic_tyres@wave.co.nz
Website: www.classictyres.co.nz

DUNLOP wire wheels, splines, knock-on caps, spokes and rims for
HEALEY,  JAGUAR, MG, MORGAN, RILEY, TRIUMPH, ETC. White wall trims
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Two of this six, Norm Dewhurst and
Frank Renwick, I have met. The
other four were unknown to me

until with the aid of a dictaphone and a
few toll calls I was able to piece together
the profile of one, namely Lionel Priest, a
member of the Hawke’s Bay Branch.

Lionel was born in Hastings in 1936
and for the first 16 years of his life lived at
Otane in Central Hawke’s Bay where he
attended the Waipawa District High
School. Moving to Hastings he worked for
five years in the grocery trade there before
entering the transport industry driving for
the Atlantic Oil Company. After a short
spell at this he changed his career path,
working as a departmental manager
retailing whiteware and as well, after
obtaining a taxi license, working as a part-
time driver. He eventually owned his own
cab and drove it for seven years.

This was the era when strict regulations
governed the taxi industry and when the
time came for Lionel to sell his license it
was necessary for him to provide a detailed
character reference of the buyer, the
financial arrangement, his reason for selling
and also details of his new employment. It
was a stroke of good fortune that the day
before the Licensing Authority met, he
noticed an advertisement for a grader driver
with the Hawke’s Bay Country council and
with the production of a rather hurried
application was immediately appointed to
the position which, satisfying the demands
of the authority, enabled the sale of his taxi
to go ahead.

The council soon recognised that
Lionel had special qualities and he was
given the opportunity to quickly advance
in his career path eventually reaching the
position of council Water Works Engineer
even though he had no academic qualifi-
cation. He held this position for
twenty-five years before a health problem
and reccurring bouts of restructuring led
him to retire at age 58 in 1994.

Lionel’s first contact with the Club was
in 1960 when he was invited to help with
traffic control during the 1960 National
Easter Rally. This persuaded him to join

the Hawke’s Bay Branch of the Vintage
Car Club and he became Branch Secretary
in 1966. A year later he organised the
Branch Easter Rally and was appointed as
Branch Delegate to the National
Executive.

He became heavily involved with the
1980 International Rally centered in
Rotorua. This was the 21st FIVA event
and with slightly less than 1500 vehicles
was the largest gathering of club-eligible
vehicles to date (to qualify vehicles had to
be built before 1936).

The first Pan-Pacific Rally held in
Christchurch in 1986 also had major
input from Lionel as did other later
National events. 

His term as Club President began in
1977 when he took over the reins of office
from Norm Skevington at the Timaru
conference. Lionel admits to enjoying his
appointment and likes to think that
during his term he helped put some
measure of stability into the Vintage Car
Club. He finished his term in office in
1981 handing over the position to Norm
Dewhurst.

Over the years Lionel has organised
overseas tours for groups of VCC members.
These usually have included visits to
exhibitions that have connections with
Vintage motoring.

He admits that although still
maintaining his interest in old motoring
he now shares his time with work
backstage in the local amateur theatre and
still values the friendships built over the
past years with the membership of the
Vintage Car Club.

Lionel’s first car was a Model A Ford
Coupe which he bought in 1962.
Described as a rocketship it was used as his
club and town vehicle. For some reason,
which he finds difficult to remember, he
sold it and then had a succession of nonde-
script vehicles all proving completely
unsatisfactory. 

Eventually he tracked down a decrepit
Model T Ford languishing in Drury, south
of Auckland which he bought.
Unregistered and unwarranted he nursed it

homeward until late in the evening at
some isolated place between Taupo and
Napier it spat the dummy. Lionel curled up
inside the car and covered in newspapers,
dozed off, only to be awakened by a group
of young people who, thinking the vehicle
had been abandoned, started to scavenge
parts from it. It was later sold and Lionel
thinks that after changing hands a few
times it is now in the possession of Graham
Newrick, a Hawke’s Bay member who is
restoring it.

Cars that followed were a 1926 Buick
Master 6 tourer (7 mpg), a 1927 Plymouth
Brougham two door and a 1928 Tophat
Glasshouse Austin 7.

Lionel then acquired parts for a 1929
Hillman Straight 8 from a car wrecker in
Rotorua. This seemed quite a good idea at
the time as there were only eleven brought
to New Zealand and they appeared quite
rare. Originally owned by the Abels family,
makers of Morah Margarine, it was the
company’s chauffeur driven vehicle. He
got it to mobile-chassis stage then sold it
to a fellow member. It now sports a boat-
tail body and is used in hillclimb events,
which seems strange as the engine capacity
is two litres which for an eight-cylinder car
would seem to make it underpowered. He
also commented that owning an oil-well
would have been an advantage as the
thing was renowned for leaking copious
quantities of oil on driveways.

Currently he owns a 1929 Model A
Ford Pickup which he bought as trailer
load of parts in Nelson where he had it
restored. Reliable, easy to maintain and
with spares readily available, Lionel
considered it the best of all his vehicles
and it is frequently lent to overseas visitors
for rallying here. However with a new
smaller house on the Priest agenda Lionel
has accepted that a new home may have to
be found for his beloved Pickup.

bw

One wall of our new Vintage Car Club
office has been set aside to display

photographs of members who have held
the position of Club President. 

It is sad that of the thirteen featured,
only six survive. 

THE WAY
WE WERE

As recorded by Grant Hitchings 

Pic at top: Lionel Priest in his 1929 Ford Roadster
tackling the water during the Royal & SunAlliance
Rally 2000 around Hamilton.

1937 Ruby
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1928 Top Hat, owned by Don Perry from Wellington.

An enthusiast for the Austin make, he
restored his first 7 while at high school and
has restored and rallied many since. Like
many Club members I have met, his
knowledge on his particular vehicle makes
is profound and the time spent with him
and others like him is what makes
compiling this column compelling.

A very brief summary of my findings
follow and I apologise to those who find
my discourse on Top Hat – old hat.

Sir Herbert Austin was an astute
businessman and his ambition was to have
his company produce a vehicle that would
be in reach of the family man in Britain
who otherwise might at best have aspired
to a motorcycle and sidecar.

His solution was a lightweight, four seat
tourer with an engine capacity of 749cc
and rated at 7 bhp.

Austin’s baby was born in 1922 and
proved to be lively, reliable, popular and
very economical. It is generally known as
the Austin 7 Chummy.

In 1926 Austin unveiled the saloon
version of the Chummy. Still with the
same motor it now sported a full body shell
with a roof height sufficient, it was said, to
accommodate a driver wearing a top hat.
The side curtains were also now replaced
with large glass windows that gave rise to
the nickname Glasshouse. Ross is of the
opinion that the Top Hat Glasshouse
model is the most attractive of all the

Chummy models and I would have to
agree. 

Production of the Chummy continued
with minor changes until in 1934 the more
sedate Ruby appeared followed by the more
robust Big 7 about 1938. This had a 900cc
motor. A two seater sports version of the
Austin 7, now known as the Nippy, was
introduced about 1933 and a two seater
tourer called the Opal arrived about 1934.

So successful was the Baby Austin that
it was produced in many countries under
license, perhaps the most interesting being
the futuristic style Bantam born in the
USA about 1938.

Thanks to Dennis Le Cren of Nelson
for supplying the Austin photographs.

Beaded Wheels 9

1936 Nippy, owned by Bob Simms of Hamilton.

Early Chummy - taken from Austin handbook No 352G.

WIN
a limited edition

Beaded Wheels cap! The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Snow van den Broek, Waikato
and Bill Cross, South Otago. Congratulations and thanks for the articles.

Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good article for a future issue
and we are now actively seeking more contributions. To encourage you to put pen to
paper two lucky authors per issue will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or done on a computer (any common
word-processing program is okay) and they can be posted to Beaded Wheels, P O Box
13140, Christchurch or e-mail to beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz . Hi resolution digital photos
are acceptable if taken using a five mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution.
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 

Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
home 03 385 9821, work 029 236 3796

(leave your name / number if engaged) email kevin.clarkson@ihug.co.nz

1937 Ruby, owned by Jim Beeby of  Balclutha.

When my regular column was finished I realised that
there may be one or even two readers who, like
myself, are unaware of what a Top Hat Glass house
Austin 7 is I therefore visited a friend, Ross Vesey,
who as well as being a VCC member is a long-
standing member of the Austin Vehicle Register.

1936 Opal, owned and restored by Lew Smithson of Nelson.
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mailbag

A Police car with its lights flashing led
the group travelling in close proximity and
at the tail end were two motorcycle-riding
policemen also with lights flashing. The
entourage was like a slow moving funeral
procession and any overtaking by the
modern traffic was forbidden, so for 20
km’s we followed along at 20 to 30 kmh. If
a car stopped so too did all the modern
traffic behind and when one car pulled off
with mechanical trouble one of the motor-
cycle cops stayed with him whilst the
other one carried on at the tail of the pack
and we were waved past the stranded car.
At a pre arranged point on the road all the
cars stopped and we were sent on a detour
to circumnavigate the field and rejoin the
road further on where the police car was
stationed, lights still flashing and the road
back towards the cars was coned off.

I pondered over this peculiar behaviour
and wondered who pays for an escort of
this type and rejoice in the fact that we
live in a country where one can enjoy
Vintage motoring relatively uninhibited
and hope it may long continue this way. 

Graham Pauley

Dear Sir
John King should have used all his

digits, as should the plaque maker for the
10 year anniversary Irishman Rally. 1955-
1965 is actually eleven years.

Eileen McMillan.

Dear Sir
I would like to find out about a Model

T Ford that my grandfather owned.
His name was Frederick Eason of

Otautau in Southland. This could have
been around 1955/56.

I believe that after he died in 1956, a
grandson Terry Eason of Centre Bush near
Winton in Southland may have owned the
vehicle.

If any readers have any information
that can help me I would appreciate their
help. 
Margaret Thomas 
3 McVicar Street
Tuatapere, Southland

Dear Sir
Southern Festival of Speed Classic Hill

Climb and Street Race 21/22 February
I am writing to advise members of the

Vintage Car Club of our Classic and
Historic Hillclimb and Dunedin Festival
Street Race which will be held in Dunedin
on the weekend of the 21/22 February.

On Saturday 21 February we will be
running the Three Mile Hill Hillclimb, a
famous climb on Three Mile Hill, a fast
sealed main road used for championship
hill climbs since the early fifties.

Dear Sir
English Bodied 1938 Hudson Eight.
As a student in Dunedin in the ‘50s and

early ‘60s I frequently admired a particu-
larly elegant looking Hudson. I thought it
was the best looking car in town!

I have since then had Packards, and
now have a 1922 town car restored, with a
1938 Super 8 Coupe all but done, and a
1930 drophead coupe to follow.

I hadn’t seen the Hudson from about
1964 until late last year. Its history is partly
hearsay, as all papers are lost with a
previous owner somewhere.

The car was reputedly a 1938 Earls
Court or Olympia Show car, bought off the
stand and shipped to New Zealand. The
original owner was a Mr Kevin Dun of
Dunedin, who owned the car into the mid
1960s. He owned a substantial company
which made Creamota, a local porridge.

It was apparently laid up during the
war, and not recommissioned till 1949.
When it was started a fire broke out. I
suspect it was minor, however, the car
went 200 miles up to Christchurch to be
repaired and apparently Mr Dun checked it
every day! He was reputedly very fastidious.

I believe it came to Wellington, but I
came here in 1964 and never saw it. Later
it went to Rotorua and eventually turned
up here again late last year.

I wonder if any previous owners or
others who knew the car can shed any
light on either its origin, or its history
since 1965, or if anyone has any photos etc
of the car when new at the Show.

I have had some email discussion with
Mr James Fack, who suspected it might be
by either Coachcraft or Carbodies.

Looking at the book The Carbodies
Story, I suspect the body is a Cobham style,
which it seems may have been originally a
Coachcraft body also made by Carbodies!

My car has no maker’s marks or plates
anywhere. It’s even proving hard to find

mailbag The editorial committee reserve the right to publish, edit or
refuse publication of any item submitted as comment. The
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car Club
of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

any number apart from the engine, 35040,
which is quite early in the number series.

The car is in good original condition, so
I am rebuilding the engine and other
mechanicals. We have replaced some
woodwork, and are re-chroming and
repainting back in black. The upholstery
can be refurbished rather than replaced,
and I expect to have it on the road again
this year.

I enclose some photos of the car taken
earlier this year.

Any help any readers might be able to
give me will be much appreciated. Does
anyone know how many of these were
made?
Mike Taylor
3 Massey Ave, Woburn
Lower Hutt
Email: miketaylor.ortho@paradise.net.nz

Dear Sir
On a recent visit to Australia I visited a

great motorcycle museum. So if anyone is
planning a trip over the ditch a must for
motorcycle nuts is the National
Motorcycle Museum, 33 Clarkson St,
Nabiac New South Wales, Australia.
Phone 03 6554 1333. 
Web: www.nationalmotorcyclemuseum.com.au.
Dudley Payne

Dear Sir
Over the past decade I have been

fortunate to spend a couple of weeks a year
in Australia and whilst there have taken
the opportunity to witness some of the
activities of the Vintage Car movement
there.

In 2001 I was in Western Australia and
visited car museums in York and at
Whiting Park in Perth, I was also fortunate
to view possibly one of the largest collec-
tions of Veteran Buick parts the day prior
to them being auctioned further down the
coast at Busselton. By method of modern
communication, the email, some of these
parts and “basket case” cars made their
way to New Zealand.

Having just returned from a visit to
South Australia I felt compelled to share
this incident with you. After visiting the
National Car Museum at Birdwood (unfor-
tunately missing the classic “Bay to
Birdwood Run” by a week) I was travelling
back to Adelaide via a sealed back road
through Angaston and the Barossa Valley
when I caught up with about 18 Vintage
cars on a Sunday afternoon outing. 
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Saturday evening will be the official
reception at the Dunedin Art Gallery and
Sunday from 9 am – 5 pm sees racing on
the Oval Street Circuit. The circuit is 2.9
km long and incorporates a hill as well as
part of the Dunedin Southern Motorway.
Each Class will get three races and the
racing is followed by an informal after
match function in the Metro Club right
on the Circuit.

Next year will be the fifteenth year the
race has been run and this year we were
very pleased for the first time to be able to
field a group of pre-sixties Vintage Car
Club cars and are looking forward to
hosting a further group next year. The street
race is for pre sixty sport/racing type
vehicles but the Hill Climb is open to any
VCC eligible vehicles but you need to be in
quick as entries for the Hill will be limited.

The Otago Branch of the VCC will be
helping again and Cliff Bennett has been
appointed by the Branch to represent the
VCC on the event Management
Committee. This year Moya Shand
donated the Shand Memorial Trophy to
the best performance in the Vintage Race
and we were delighted to see Murray
Maxwell win this. Murray has been a great
supporter of our event since its inception
and we look forward to seeing him back
next year. For detailed information and to
download our regs and entry form please
visit our web site at www.dunedin-
tourism.co.nz/sfos/ If you would like a set
sent to you please advise by email to me at
<sfos@es.co.nz> or phone or write to the
address given below
Gordon Sharpe
Secretary, Southern Festival of Speed Inc
Phone/Fax: 64 3 453 5247
PO Box 5566, Dunedin

Dear Sir
Some time ago my late husband had

begun restoration of our 1913 Alldays &
Onions. Unfortunately he did not live to
complete the project. I have now had the
restoration completed and the vehicle is
returned to its original splendour however
there is a lingering problem. The engine is
proving to be quite stubborn in that we
have been unable to get it to idle. If there
is any reader experienced with this marque
that is able to offer me advice I would be
very grateful.
Joy Demler
Phone 07 575 4552 (collect)
39 Maranui St, Mount Maunganui

Dear Sir
I have in Shady Cove, Oregon some

very good friends who are deeply involved
in the Model A Club.  Bob Wickkerink is
a past judge of the cars and presently owns
a 1929 Model A Tudor plus a ‘29 coupe.

My question is, in attempting to entice
him to visit New Zealand, I wondered
whether one of your members might be able
to host Bob and wife Kitsy, as passengers on
one of your rallies. If this is feasible I would
make the contact. I note that you have a
big rally coming up in January 2006.
Les Motion
Pakuranga Phone 09 576 3191

Dear Sir
I am the proud owner of the BSA

Bantam which appeared in the
October/November issue of Beaded Wheels.
I would like to mention that it is not
subject to “inebriation” and therefore does
not percolate on alcohol as many suspect,
but rather happily purrs along on a 10:1
compression ratio. At that particular frolic
in the Waikato it was running on 90%
pump petrol as the octane was stale, being
in the tank from the last meeting held 12
months previously.

The motor is also devoid of being
injected with Japanese parts, the clutch
and levers being the only foreigners on the
machine, all John Bull, “no bull”. The D14
Bantam piston has a clearance of 8 thou

and the flywheels are standard not
lightened. I have always been a champion
of the underdog in the past being an
ardent Austin 7 fan, owning several and at
one time I owned a 1930 Ulster.

I love my Bantams, having two others
that I race, I get a great kick when people
approach me at meetings, with engaging
conversations, the usual drift being, my
Uncle, dad or relative had one of these…”
or “I learnt to ride on a Bantam” while
glancing at the little beauties with wonder,
and no doubt pleasant memories. There
are many amazing stories of ingenious
characters getting respectable speeds from
them, especially from Australia where 50
years or more ago, they were getting 100
mph out of a 125cc, they (the bikes) were
alcoholics of course

Thanks to all concerned in publishing
the photo in such a great magazine, and
may I say thanks to all the enthusiastic
people who work behind the scenes in
club events, where would us petrol heads
be without them?
Leslie Harris
The Bantam Blatter
Ed: Leslie supplied the following clipping to
illustrate his point!
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Lighten Up
Andrew McClintock trys to throw some light on  the weighty

subject of lighting for your Vintage or Veteran vehicle. 

Text Andrew McClintock  Cartoons Barry Way

If you consult the VIC VINTAGE
REPORT on page 12 of Beaded Wheels
262 you will see that the VCC now

have headlight endorsements as part of the
ID card condition. A daylight use only is
clearly explained as in condition C. It is
condition B that concerns me. There
should be very few club vehicles that can’t
meet the normal WOF requirements.
There are a lot of new rules for moderns
but the rules for older vehicles haven’t
changed since 1976. Transport Regulation
1976 states dip beam is to illuminate the
road and substantial dark objects 50 metres
in front of the vehicle. However a light
meter is now being used at WOF time to
establish that your lights will comply with
that rule and your lights will now have to
be in as new condition to comply. I would
hate to think any of our members would
apply for condition B simply because they
didn’t want to repair their lights.
Remember you will be restricted to 30 kph
and will be passed by bicycles, mopeds and
power-cycles as these vehicles are exempt
from WOF testing and won’t need an

ID card even though their lighting
wouldn’t comply. By the way don’t be
tempted to try and keep up. Remember if
you exceed 61 kph you risk instant loss of
licence on the spot. For that reason alone
it is important to do all you can to keep
your lighting up to standard.

It may seem a little simplistic but there
are only four reasons why your lights may
not be as good as when they left the
factory. They are:
1 the reflectors and lenses, 
2 focus, 
3 alignment 
4 voltage at the bulbs.

The lenses need to be the original type
that were supplied with your reflectors.
Some replacement lenses had a pink or

yellow shading in the glass so
try to find lenses made of
clear glass. Your reflectors are
very important. They should
be re-silvered and in pristine
condition. The silver oxidizes
with exposure to the air. They
need re-silvering about every ten
years. I have not had a lot of luck with
repolishing reflectors. It is very easy to
polish right through the silver. I now only
wipe them with soft mutton cloth. You can
use a silver cloth as you would use on
household silver. If using a polish it must
be non-abrasive such as Mothers Metal
Polish or you can place your reflectors in
water with an anode as you would with
antique silver ware.

Keeping air and dust off your re silvered
reflectors is important. Replace the cork or
rubber seals, but don’t use RTV silicone
sealer as it gives off a gas that reacts with
the silver and turns it black.

The focus and alignment of your lights
is essential. Follow the procedure
explained in the Repair and Restoration

Technical Manual on pages 55 and 56
- Permanently dipped lights
should drop four inches in ten
feet. Some lights have a focus
screw in the centre at the back
of the headlight shell.
Replacement pre focus bulbs of
dubious manufacture can be
poorly made, if in doubt about
the focus try another brand.

You shouldn’t touch the glass on
halogen bulbs, but if you have,

wipe them clean with meths on a
soft tissue before you turn them on.

Disconnect your battery before making
any alteration to wiring.

Vehicles that are going to be a problem
are Dodge Fours, Hupmobiles and other
American cars with single filament bulbs
and a resistor in the light switch for dip
beam. You will need to re wire and fit
double filament bulbs. Any vehicle with a
sloping lens e.g. Morris Eights, VW Beetle,
Chrysler, Dodge, Ford V8 and others, up to
10% of your light is lost due to refraction
on the lens. All you can do is make sure
everything else is in order.

On motorcycles with flywheel lighting
coils, re magnetize the flywheel and be
sure to fit the recommended bulb or a

lower wattage bulb. Never fit a higher
wattage bulb.

Model Ts with 18 volt magneto and
nine volt bulbs in series vary a lot with
engine speed. Make sure you use the
correct bulbs, check wiring, reflectors,
switch, magneto coils and re magnetize. It
is essential with the Model T and lighting
coil motor cycles to have the engine
running at speed when testing your lights.
This is a good idea with any vehicle. Any
increase in voltage will improve your
lights.

If all the things discussed so far are
attended to and you have voltage drop
your lights will still not be working
properly. When my grandfather’s house
was changed from gas lighting to
electricity he could not understand how
they could get all that power through such
tiny pipes. Well that could be the problem
with your vehicle especially if it’s six volt.
Restriction in the pipes, oops sorry, wiring.
Electricity behaves like water. You need
pressure (volts) and volume (current
measured in amps). When you water the
garden a shorter large diameter hose will
supply more water at a better pressure than
a long smaller hose. Kinks or damage to
the hose will cause resistance to the flow
of the water reducing both the pressure
and the current (volume). Resistance in
old wiring and connections will reduce the
voltage and the available amps (current).
Water won’t flow unless there is more
pressure at one end of the hose than the
other and it’s voltage that makes
electricity flow. To water your garden you
put your finger over the end of the hose or
fit a sprinkler. This increases the pressure
but if you fit too big a sprinkler it won’t
work properly due to pressure drop. The
answer is a bigger hose. Bulbs are measured
in watts. The higher the watts the less
resistance like a larger sprinkler, so fitting
lower wattage bulbs increases the pressure
(volts) and gives you brighter lights. Best
to fit the wattage recommended by the
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manufacturer or lower if the correct ones
are no longer available. Higher wattage
bulbs will give you brighter lights but only
if you can keep the voltage up. Voltage
drop in the wiring ammeter, light switch,
dip switch etc will result in a duller light
and and heat at the high resistance point.
Put your hand on the ammeter terminals
with the lights on and you will see what I
mean. It’s a common problem area. Clean
the terminals and nuts and make sure they
are tight. The only resistance you want is
the bulbs. There is no doubt that higher
wattage bulbs will give you better lights if
you can supply the amps (current) or
volume of electricity to maintain the

(pressure) volts.
A number
of vehicles

are being
f i t t e d

with
alterna-

tors. In my
opinion this is not

the answer. Firstly it’s no
longer original and secondly an

alternator is no more efficient than a
generator at the same rpm. The advantage
of an alternator is it can be run up to
10,000 rpm and more without damage. A
generator would disintegrate long before
that. Most alternator conversions I have
seen seem to be running at the same speed
as the old generator. You can’t fit a small
enough pulley with the wide belts on older
vehicles. If your generator has a fan built
into the pulley it will cope with higher
wattage bulbs. Early non-ventilated third
brush generators may overheat. Don’t risk
burning out your generator, a re-wind is
expensive. As a rough guide if you have six
volt 24 watt bulbs, coil ignition, park
lights, dash lights and tail lights your
generator will need to put out about ten
amps. If you change to 35 watt bulbs with
the same additional circuits you will need
about 15 amps. Few original ammeters are
accurate. Use a quality separate ammeter
to check your vehicle. Motorcycle genera-
tors, starter generators, Lucas generators
with off-set armatures and one field coil,
and Veteran era generators can only cope
with the original wattage bulbs. Regardless

of whether you use the original size or
larger bulbs you can suffer voltage drop. A
practical test is simpler than using a
voltmeter. To test I use two light weight
jump start cables, turn your highbeam
lights on, fit one jumper lead to your
engine block and the other end of the
same lead to the bulb holder or reflector. If
the light comes up brighter you have a
faulty earth. This is a common fault and
often overlooked. Now take the other
jumper lead and connect it to the live
battery terminal. Be careful not to touch
the other end on any metal parts of your
vehicle. I clamp a small Philips screw
driver in the free end and use it as a probe.
The probe is then touched on the live bulb
terminal. If there is a noticeable increase
in brightness there is voltage drop in the
circuit. If you get the wrong terminal both
filaments will come on and the light will
be brighter. Use a light board and it will be

obvious if you get it wrong.
If you have voltage drop the simple
cure is a headlamp relay. (Relays are

not practical on motor cycles, you
will need to use a voltmeter to
establish where the voltage drop
is and repair it.) A relay is simply

an electrically operated switch.
You now have one switch (the relay)

instead of two (the light switch and the
dip switch) and heavy and shorter wiring.
Purpose built relays are getting hard to
find. Second hand ones are ok but make
sure the voltage is correct. You can use
two 30 amp modern relays but the wiring
is not as neat.

Mount the relay as close to the lights as
practical. I always solder the terminals.
Crimp terminals can give trouble with the
amperage required. The old instructions
recommended the power supply to the
relay came from the live battery terminal
but I recommend you run the supply wire
to the alternator output terminal, or the
cut out, or voltage regulator live terminal.

This will give you one or two volts
more than the battery voltage when the
charging system is working. It makes a
difference. The bulbs can handle it. Six
volt bulbs are in fact rated six to eight
volts and 12 volt are 12 to 14 volt. If you
have trouble with bulbs blowing it will be
high resistance between the charging
system and the battery. (A loose ammeter
terminal, battery terminal or similar.) 

The size of wire you use is important
but before I get onto this it is
important that we are comparing
apples with apples. There are a
number of ways to measure automo-
tive cable. The old way was to count
the number of strands. They were and still
are .01" or .3 mm. Six volt head lamp wire
was called 40-012 (forty strands of twelve

thou wire). 40-012 is now referred to by
quality cable manufacturers as 3.00 mm2.
Cut price cable suppliers refer to it as six
mm. They apparently measure the outside
diameter of the insulation but over the
years the insulation, has got thinner and
it’s not even six mm anymore. For that
reason I will refer to a New Zealand
reference number as used by Hamal Cables
and others. If in doubt strip back and
count the number of strands. It doesn’t
cost a lot more to use heavier wire than
you need and avoid voltage drop. For 12
volt systems use New Zealand ref (154)
3.00 mm2 40-012 from the relay to each
head lamp and for an earth from the
reflector back to the engine block. (I
always recommend separate earth wires
whether you need them or not.) For the
supply wire to the relay you need 80-012,
this size is hard to get and expensive as it is
a slow moving product, so use (158) 8.00
mm2 96-012, it’s bigger than you need but
cheaper.

For six volt use (156) 5.00 mm2 65-012
to each light and earth and (158) 8.00
mm2 96-012 to supply the relay. Even fuses
can cause voltage drop so use a 50 amp
fuse, fuseable link or circuit breaker in the
supply wire. Some relays have fuses built in
and won’t need a separate fuse.

Your local auto electrician should have
the wire I have recommended and will be
able to tell you how to wire up your relay.
If in doubt get them to do the job.

You can also improve your lights with
quartz halogen bulbs (see the advert in
Beaded Wheels classifieds) but to get the
best out of them make sure you attend to
all the other things in this article first and
don’t try a higher wattage unless you
understand and have attended to possible
voltage drop.

I take no responsibility for any loss, damage or
cost incurred in following these instructions. 

Andrew McClintock.

bw
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Aren’t statistics marvellous? The true story is slightly
different, but not by much. Waitemata’s tally of 88 souls is
actually slightly more as that doesn’t take into account

joint members, while the numbers for the R’Oil Can Rally
included Friends of the Branch and others, absolutely everybody
managed to attend the dinner and general knees-up at the end.
Branch attendance at this event may not quite be compulsory, but
pikers are expected to have watertight excuses.

The R’Oil Can started out many years past as the Oil Can, run
by North Shore Branch. When the more sporting nucleus of that
group split off to become Waitemata it took the topless weekend
winter rally idea with it, renamed as an abbreviated Real Oil Can,
and the event has been run every year since its inception more
than 20 years ago, heading either north or south (it’s very difficult
to go east or west from Auckland for any appreciable distance) and
ending up at some unsuspecting and undisclosed accommodation
where everybody is housed in one spot.

Interpretations of the topless idea vary according to the
organiser of the day, but it’s usually fairly strict and we won’t
mention this year’s two cars whose occupants drove steadfastly
with hoods up, risking curled lips from the more hardy motorists.
Or the member who, for reasons best known to himself, deemed
his Formula 3 Cooper Mk VI to be unsuitable for long-distance
winter touring and brought a modern sports car. Hood down, but
definitely modern and probably with the heater wick turned well up.

And before the South Islanders all sneer in unison at the
thought of wimpish Jafas complaining about northern winter
temperatures, it should be pointed out that visible frost in the
shadows at noon is cold, no matter where you are, and hail is just
as unpleasant in open cars in the North Island as it is further
south.

Hail? That was the forecast — showers, some heavy and with
hail. It wasn’t encouraging for open Vintage motorists facing a
long day’s driving to an unknown destination. True to form the
gathering at the start, in the dim light near dawn, was rained
upon, which led to some scurrying around with tonneau covers

FULL
Muster

Report and photographs by John King

How many branches can boast a near hundred

percent turnout to a major event? Waitemata

Branch has, at present count, 88 members. Its big

weekend event, a mid-winter run for topless

motoring (the cars, at least — the clothing bit is

optional but highly recommended in view of the

season) attracted 85 people.

Te Pahu Hall’s carpark is filled with interesting cars at the morning tea break.
The Jaguar XK120 of Bryan and Marion Wyness still looks reasonably clean
at this early stage, but it’s probably fair to say that it seldom had to cope with
back-country farm roads in its heyday as Sybil Lupp’s racing Jaguar.

Riley Nines pause while their occupants count the bales for a vital navigation clue.

Cars queue to set off from Waitomo on the afternoon run. Graeme Brayshaw’s
Buckler in the foreground is a truly versatile car — a tweak of the supercharger
pressure relief valve and it’s ready for serious competition.

There’s always somebody fettling a car, in this case Clive Taylor and his Alvis
12/40. Max Jamieson (right), whose 1925 Delage is just beyond, offers advice.

FULL
Muster

Report and photographs by John King
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and umbrellas. Organisers Dave and Jenny Pitches had allowed for
such meteorological phenomena and provided each entrant with a
clear plastic sleeve to cover the instructions, but were unable to
overcome that perennial problem of open cars — pens that don’t
write in the cold. Monsieur Bic please take note: a battery heated
device would be handy.

Still, open Vintage motorists are an optimistic lot, and the
R’Oil Can drivers and navigators set off southwards with only
slightly forced smiles that other people, cocooned in their
moderns, might have interpreted as gritted teeth. The rain didn’t
last long, and things were looking brighter by the morning tea stop
in the community hall at Te Pahu. During the break the clouds
hiding the nearby brooding volcanic lump of Mt Pirongia dissi-
pated and there was no more threat of dampness. The rest of the
day varied between overcast and sunny, ideal for long-distance
touring with little dust on the predominantly gravel roads.

R’Oil Can tradition demands a minimum of sealed roads for full
enjoyment. Dave and Jenny Pitches provided the required mix
and even threw in a few really unknown stretches, including a
well-formed if roughish farm road across the high country of the
upper Waipapa Valley in the wilds southeast of Te Kuiti. Not
wanting to alarm anybody, they kept quiet about tail-end-charlie,
a 4WD SUV driven by Brian and Bess Johnstone, but the backup
was fortunately not needed, even on the steepest, roughest and
most challenging of roads through the Pureora Forest west of
Taupo. 

That road, open to the public but seeing much more heavy
logging traffic than maintenance, was very rough in places. One
particular hole, deep in the shadows on a downhill stretch, caught
out everybody but the driver whose car bonnet tended to come
unlatched on random stretches of rough road (he was just barely
into second gear and even then didn’t see it until right on top of
it). Worst off was Wallace McNair, doing some speed in his Riley
Lynx to the detriment of his exhaust system, but with the aid of
plenty of wire it stayed more or less together the rest of the
weekend.

Left: The spirit of the R’Oil Can — back country smooth gravel road, only
Vintage traffic and no rain. Reece and Sue Burnett near Waitomo in their
1928 Delage. (Photograph Dorothy King)

Nice car, pity about the hood. Selwyn Jackson’s 1934 Lagonda.

When you drive an Austin Seven special of very low build, you can expect to
ship a fair amount of Pureora Forest mud, as Steve Aldersley has found.

Below: The morning after. Cars emerge from overnight shelter at Taupo into
the frost to be adjusted and warmed up for the drive home to Auckland. R’Oil
Can 2003 winner Max Belcher does a tweak to his Model A at left.
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Rileys were the most numerous marque on the R’Oil Can with
seven examples, while Austin Sevens, Jaguars, MGs and Model A
Fords mustered three each, followed by pairs of such badges as
Chevrolet, Delage and Triumph. There would also have been two
Lancias, but Ron Jacob’s Lambda was the sole representative as
Danny Ryan’s Kappa was unserviceable and he and Vicky drove
the Simpsons’ E-type Jaguar. Eddie and Shelley Simpson made a
sizeable contribution to the numbers, also lending their MG J2 to
Annie Zaloum and loading the family 1927 Sunbeam to the
gunwales. The Simpsons’ weekend, however, was not without its
mechanical moments.

“We had magneto problems and a puncture,” said Shelley, “but
worst of all was the whingeing husband in the back seat.”

Mechanical reliability was about normal for this sort of run,
with some unscheduled fettling being done at scheduled stops.
Ron Jacobs muttered something about Lancia head gaskets and
Clive Taylor’s newly acquired 1923 Alvis 12/40 seemed to be in a
state of continual development, with support from Pat Bren whose
Alvis knowledge is better than most and who is a regular R’Oil
Can competitor in her own 12/50.

But most bonnets remained firmly closed as Vintage cars drove
all day over interesting roads in a general southerly direction,
pausing only for the meal stops which are always an important part
of Waitemata’s activities. Morning tea was served at Te Pahu,
lunch at the old hotel at Waitomo and — once Dave Pitches was
able to drag everybody out from the warmth and comfort and send
them on their way for the afternoon run — a packaged snack on
the edge of the Pureora Forest.

With such high mileages, split into Light and Heavy routes, the
emphasis was not on tricky navigation but more on getting
everybody safely to the finish. Nobody seemed to worry unduly
about average speeds, either, and the final result was based loosely
on answers to questions of observation along the way, such as the
number of arches in somebody’s basement, or the date of
somebody’s death as recorded on a roadside monument, miles from
anywhere.

And everybody had to find various items along the way, such as
a red berry, a leaf with yellow in it and a bird’s feather. Wallace
McNair, not one to do things by halves, discovered a recently
deceased hawk, which spent the rest of the day roped to the Riley’s
rear bumper and provided good pickings for other less successful
fossickers.

The finish, in darkness for many, was the Spa Hotel on the
outskirts of Taupo. The hotel had recently changed hands, which
might explain the odd hiccup in such matters as catering, and the
private dining hall and bar out the back, part of the original
historic establishment, was hard pressed to accommodate a large
bunch of very cheerful Vintage motorists.

Adding to the general lightheartedness was the fact that all cars
were locked under cover for the night in what used to be New
Zealand’s largest wholesale liquor store, now ideal for housing 40-
odd vehicles. No worries about tampering by well-oiled locals, or
draining radiators in expectation of a Taupo frost (and the puddles
were all solid in the morning, nicely matching the pure-white
grass). Such security was an unexpected bonus and the Pitches
earned much gratitude for their thoughtfulness.

Amid the general revelry the winners were declared to be Max
and Shirley Belcher. The roar which greeted the announcement
probably had as much to do with general relief at not being chosen
to run next year’s rally as with approval at seeing a most sporting
Vintage crew win such an event.

Since the Belchers live in Whangarei, next year’s R’Oil Can
can be guaranteed to head northwards out of Auckland. But can
they match the numbers? bw

The Pureora Forest looms behind the afternoon tea break and a mixed bag of
open Vintage cars.

Below and left  Fresher and less
smelly than most road kill, the hawk
(kestrel?) roped to the McNair Riley
Lynx provides a convenient source of
feathers …

but it does leave Wallace with the
problem of what to do with a very
deceased bird the next morning.

Below: Dave Pitches, in normal
jovial mode, is about to present the
Genuine Oil Can to the winner. The
horns, however, are uncharacteristic
and undeserved as he and Jenny ran
an excellent R’Oil Can.
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With Vero, special insurance rates for cars of a certain age are nothing new, even though our name is. 

As Royal & SunAlliance we’ve been supporting the Vintage Car Club and its members for over thirty years.

As Vero we offer the same special rates for VCC members on vintage and private vehicles, home, contents,

boat and travel insurance. And we’ll continue to donate money to the club every time you take out or renew

a policy. Call us now on 0800 505 905 to find out how much you could save by switching to Vero.

special rates 
for over 30s

like these old girls
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My first effort, a tour of the North
Island on the Highland Frolic,
five years ago, struck a serious

mechanical failure after 300 km when the
flywheel came loose from the crankshaft (a
Morris design fault). This problem was
resolved and 2003 seemed a good chance
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Morris
Minor by touring the South Island,
hopefully with other Minors. For many
reasons no other owners could join me so
on 7 April I set out alone, with a little
trepidation, but a lot of confidence, north
from Christchurch, into torrential rain
and wind.

The Journey
Day 1  A 7.30 am start in foul weather as
the rain got worse the electric wiper motor
failed after only one mile. Not having a
spare I carried on without any visibility
problem through Kaikoura, and on to
Blenheim. Here I stayed with friends and
also fitted a new wiper motor (flown in by
air overnight). The car had run well, so I
slept easy.
Day 2 From Blenheim I drove through
Picton, past the Inter Island ferry terminal,
then along the narrow winding Queen

Charlotte Drive, through Havelock and
on to Nelson; home of Nelson College
which I attended many years ago. The car
had performed better than I had expected
over two steep passes so my confidence
was building. After lunch with friends near
Nelson I continued over the Hope Saddle
and north down the Motueka River valley
to Tapawera, a small country town where I
had arranged to visit the school, so I found
a bed at the local camping ground.
Day 3   When school opened I had the
interesting task of talking about my car
and the tour to four junior classes, the
variety and scope of the questions
astounded me. Then it was group photos
and rides around the sports field. After
morning tea with the staff I continued
through Murchison and the upper and
lower Buller Gorges, a brief call at my
hometown of Westport then down the
scenic coastal road through Punakaiki, and
on to Hokitika. It was on this road,
approaching Punakaiki that a rear wheel
collapsed due to several broken spokes, so
the spare was fitted. 
Day 4 Decided it was unwise to continue
without a spare wheel so hired a rental car

and took all five wheels home over the
Alps to Christchurch and returned with
five new wheels from my partly built ‘34
Morris Minor Special. These were fitted
and pressures checked. 
Day 5   Having lost a travel day I set off
before dawn, (6.30 am) and managed to
travel 250 miles by mid afternoon, having
morning tea at Franz Josef, lunch at Haast
and was settled into the Wanaka Camping
Ground by about 4 pm, tired but full of
admiration for the little car. This day had
included some spectacular scenery and
countless winding hills where the luxury of
my four-speed gearbox was a godsend. I
had earned my couple of pints of Speights
that day.
Day 6  Having had enough of mountain
passes in recent days, I chose the flat route
through Cromwell, then through the
Kawarau Gorge, through Queenstown and
on to Te Anau. Here I blew the budget
with a motel, bottle of wine and Chinese
takeaway before an evening of rugby on
Sky TV, absolute decadence. 
Day 7  Weather had been brilliant since
day one, so pushed on South past Lake
Manapouri and through Riverton, and

Jack Blyth’s South Island Vintage

Morris Minor Tour

Since building my car, 

a 1929 849cc overhead cam, 

fabric-bodied Morris Minor saloon,

from parts of several cars in 1971, 

I have always had a desire to do a

long tour to prove the car’s reliability.

Text and photos Jack Blyth

Comparing horsepower, Morris versus the Kingston Flyer. Taking in the views at Franz Josef.
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Invercargill to continue on the coastal
road round the Catlins which included the
only unsealed road of the tour, 20 miles of
well-graded road, awaiting seal and 20
miles of corrugations and potholes. This
made me marvel at the courage and
fortitude of drivers in small old cars 75
years ago. Stayed at the Owaka Pub, more
Speights, the brew of Southern Men, and
pool with the locals. 
Day 8 Heavy fog for the first 40 miles
today coupled with steep narrow roads and
truck and trailer units desperate to get
somewhere was a frightening experience,
but when the fog cleared the car and I
were still in one piece and motoring well on
State Highway 1 north towards home.
Passed through Dunedin, up and over the
old route out of town, and on to Timaru to
another comfy motel where I watched Tiger
Woods crash out of the golf at Augusta. 
Day 9   Only 100 miles to complete the
circuit and on the long flat Canterbury
Plains the car seemed to get a second wind
and for the last two hours we managed 42
miles in each hour. I think it was giving
me the message that it might be small and
it might be old and a little underpowered,
but this trip was just all in a days work for
an English thoroughbred. Maybe I will
tour the North Island for the car’s 80th
anniversary.

Performance
Overall performance of the car was

outstanding, other than using the jack and
wheelbrace at Hokitika and fitting a new
wiper motor the toolbox was never
opened. The car used no oil and only a
pint or two of water. Top speed was 50
mph on level roads with a tail wind. We
covered 1400 miles in eight days of
motoring, averaging 175 miles per day.
Fuel consumption was 35 mpg, not bad
considering the car was pushed hard over
countless winding hills. Having proved its
reliability the car can look forward to
many more miles of open road motoring.

bw

Jack and his Morris taking in the view of the
Catlins Coast, near Nugget Point

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

VINTAGE PV
AND PW
1912-80

ENGLISH
AMERICAN

CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS
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Regardless of criticism, Cadillac is
the most successful luxury marque
in history. Its magnificent slogan

“Standard of the World” is no idle boast.
Cadillac’s mystique has Webster’s
dictionary listing the brand name as “an
adjective signifying something of the most
luxurious or highest quality.”

Of course it has had plenty of competi-
tion, but few rivals remain. Only Lincoln
domestically – created by Cadillac’s own
founder, Henry Leland! Rolls-Royce is
now a shadow of itself, German owned,
designed and manufactured. Mercedes
merely entered the volume luxury V8 field
as late as the 1960s. Historically, BMW,
Jaguar, Lexus are relative upstarts. One-
time greats Packard, Pierce-Arrow,
Hispano-Suiza, Isotta-fraschini – all gone. 

Since their introduction in 1914,
Cadillac has built well over ten million
quality V8 automobiles, a continuous
record quite unmatched by any other
maker. Earlier, Cadillac had twice won
Britain’s prestigious Dewar Trophy for
demonstrating interchangeable precision
manufacture (the basis of mass produc-
tion) and for initiating the first complete
automobile electrical system – starting,
ignition and lighting (Delco).

The V8 was revolutionary, a high
efficiency engine outclassing the big slow

Text Maurice Hendry

America’s most expensive car. Simply a
prestige exercise, it was dropped after four
years.

1950 also saw Cadillac’s first Le Mans
effort by Briggs Cunningham when a
virtually stock Coupe de Ville finished
tenth at a creditable 84 mph average.
England’s Motor remarked; “it raised much
favourable comment for its silence and
stability at high speed - here is a challenge
to British manufacturers.” This year also
had the millionth Cadillac built, and
100,000 cars annually for the first time.
British Jaguar historian Paul Skilleter was
“amazed at the solid quality built into
these Cadillacs – the ease of handling
despite the majestic bulk.”

The 1960s saw subdued and cleaner
lines (based on Pinin Farina’s Brougham)
and by now 60% were sold with air-condi-
tioning. In 1964, today’s modern
electronically automated air-conditioning
debuted as ‘climate control’, predictably
adopted subsequently by every other maker.

Front wheel drive on the 1967 Eldorado
was similar to the Olds’ Toronado but
separately developed with Cadillac power,
accessories and distinctive chisel styling by
Harley Earl’s dynamic pupil Bill Mitchell.

The four millionth car came in 1969
and production was now around the
quarter-million mark. In June 1973 I
watched the five millionth Cadillac glide
off the line into the hands of my friends
the Scharffin family of Indianapolis.

The Arab oil crunch in October saw
the Standard of the World the butt of
cartoons showing a Pentagon general
executing his Eldorado by military firing
squad. This resulted in a smaller Cadillac
in 1975 as a nicely styled but humdrum
engineered Seville with an adapted Olds
V8 using electronic fuel injection. This
was cautious management, but the
engineers got their way in  1979-80 with

Cadillac Century
Cadillac fanatic Maurice Hendry shares his enthusiasm for a company that

has stood the test of time in the luxury vehicle market for over a century

revving sixes of the time and built in
unheard-of-volume, fifteen thousand cars
per year, when the norm in the high
quality class was less than a tenth that
number. WO Bentley described his
Cadillac V8 of WWI as “a very remarkable
machine”, and Rolls-Royce sales chief
Percy Northey told his management the
V8 was a formidable rival to the Silver
Ghost and could not be matched on a
quality/price basis.

The 1920s brought SyncroMesh trans-
mission (trademarked thus and now part of
the language) and the inherently balanced
two-plane crankshaft now standard on all
V8 engines. March 1928 introduced the
La Salle sub-marque, the first car designed
by pioneer corporate stylist Harley Earl,
who dominated styling worldwide for
decades.

The thirties saw the fabulous V12 and
V16 models in the teeth of the
Depression! Despite this, 15,000 were sold,
again a figure unmatched by rivals. Rolls-
Royce chief engineer Elliott stated “We
cannot ignore this Cadillac V16 and have
based our future policy on it.”

In 1934, after extensive mathematical
analysis and testing, Cadillac revolu-
tionised suspension design by placing the
soft spring rates at the front instead of the
rear, thus giving the modern “Flat ride.”

A new V8 came in 1936 and won
laurels in WWII powering tanks coupled
to Cadillac’s Hydra-matic transmission,
the first automatic drive, later adopted by
Lincoln, Rolls-Royce and others.

The 1948 model restyle brought the
trademark rear-fin treatment admired and
hated, but widely adopted-even featuring
on a US postage stamp! Cadillac’s
“fastback” sedanet style was imitated on
the Bentley Continental by RR designer
John Blatchley, who admitted “It was
impossible not to be influenced by
Cadillac!”

In 1949, the modern hi-compression
OHV V8 arrived, becoming “the engine
an industry adopted.”

The nineteen-fifties saw ever higher
compression ratios and horsepower,
airconditioning, power steering, automatic
headlight dipping and quad headlamps, an
abortive air suspension, several restyles
and the exclusive Eldorado Brougham
with brushed stainless steel roof antici-
pating De Lorean. At $13,000 it was
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all new styling, own engine and all-
independent suspension, plus onboard
computer in 1977. In 1981 Cadillac began
a decade of blunders with the Chevrolet-
Cavalier based Cimarron. The reaction
“that’s a Cadillac?” and the new variable
displacement V8-6-4 engine was a dog
(although now revived by Mercedes).
Likewise the ill-considered diesels, which
failed to sell. However, overall sales stayed
around 300,000 until 1986, far ahead of
the competition. But that year saw
uninspired restyling and drastic downsizing
of new models which reduced sales by
40,000 units, Cadillac management
admitting “We went too far.”

The Allante sports convertible, aimed
at the BMW/Mercedes area, was a limited
success until 1992 brought the superb
Northstar 32 valve, 4 cam V8, followed by
electronically-monitored suspension with
microprocessors controlling cornering
power, “Desert Storm” night vision, speed
sensitive power steering and other worth-
while innovations. Road and Track stated
in 1998 “Cadillac retails over 100,000 De
Villes a year, outselling the Lexus LS 400,
Infiniti Q45, Mercedes S class, BMW 7
series and big Jaguars combined! The De
Ville is lighter than the big Jaguar, BMW
or R-R sedans although eight inches longer
than even the stretch BMW 750iL. It has

the quietest ride we have tested and is
roomier and quieter than the best from
Mercedes and Lexus.”

Of the Seville, they wrote “The
Seville’s performance in nasty weather is
better than German rivals and is close to
them on dry surfaces. Seville is an unflap-
pable, exciting car, proof positive that the
V8 pioneered by Cadillac, now with four
valves per cylinder, remains King of the
Road. Cadillac’s application of hi-tech
makes the cars safer, more comfortable and
faster. Henry Leland would be proud.
Cadillac is reclaiming its mantle as
Standard of the World.” bw

Post to: FREEPOST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch
Beaded Wheels 21
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Actually it was the tenth running of
the “Mooloo Meander”, the
annual motorcycle event staged

by the Waikato branch.
More than ten years ago several branch

members with a penchant for wind-in-the-
hair (and everywhere else) motoring
developed the concept of the Mooloo
Meander and every year since it has been
staged successfully. The event is now
anticipated by quite a large number of
regular entrants and new participants are
part of the formula each year.

The event is programmed to coincide
with the motorcycle swap meet at
Claudelands each year and so provides a
full weekend for those who travel to the
Waikato. 

This year, Bev and Terry Pidduck
organised another event using the same
recipe which has proven so popular and

were rewarded with 52 entrants wanting to
experience a Mooloo. Friday evening was
the chance to meet with friends from the
past events and those that we hadn’t met
before. A barbecue dinner was happily
devoured, stories and lies were shared in
the best tradition and then all opted for an
early night (could be any number of
reasons for that).

By the time I turned up at the
clubrooms on Saturday morning almost
the entire perimeter of the car park was
lined with motorcycles. Big ones, small
ones, red ones, black ones, old ones, really
old ones, and the variation in the riders
was almost the same. As with the night
before a few friendships were renewed and
some started (along with some bikes) until
Terry delivered a very simple rally briefing
where he offered the opportunity for
entrants to avoid a stretch of road with a

Wandering 
Stock

Text Snow van den Broek, photos Bob Hayton, Snow van den Broek

Bryan Gaylor, Hamilton, 1915 American Excelsior Terry Pidduck pays homage to Mike Little’s 1926 Rudge

22 Beaded Wheels

The name “Mooloo Meander” might conjure up images of cows walking

down roads but on 12 April we didn’t actually see cows wandering aimlessly

around the Waikato. 
RESULTS:
Veteran & Vintage
1= Neville Olsen
1= Mike Little
3 Ian Vedder- Price
Combination
1 Lee & Margaret Brookes
2= Wally & Rosalene Hunt
2= Alan Grime
Invitation
1= Brian Gaylor
1= D R Holliday
1= 0wen Haskell
Post Vintage
1 Rosanne Bright
2 Peter Cooper
Post War
1 Jack Fisher
2 John Shennan
3= Colin Turner
3= Roy Fey
3= Kees de Langen
Post 60
1 Geoff Long
2 Bob Hayton
3 Ivan Stevens
First Waikato

Geoff Long
First overall

Lee & Margaret Brooks/Geoff Long

Des Harvey, Waikato, 1960 NZeta
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heavy gravel surface which he described as
being about half way between ice and
tarseal as far as slippery was concerned.

Motorcycle rallies differ from the
normal Vintage car rally in that the
instructions for entrants are much simpler
and there are no silent checks or questions
to deal with. This has nothing to do with
the intellect of entrants but the practi-
cality of the three “R”s. Riding, reading,
and ‘riting all at once are not possible so
hence the Mooloo is a very casual affair
without any serious competition and this
underlies the whole experience. Bev and
Terry’s instructions sent competitors
(maybe that should read NON-competi-
tors) out to Tauwhare, then through
Tamahere to Ohaupo, and then out toward
Ngahinapouri. Zigging and zagging
eventually had them arrive at the informa-
tion centre at Pirongia Mountain after
having to contend with dirty, slippery,
sloppy road works on the road up. Te Pahu
Hall was the next stop, this being lunch.
Another opportunity to enjoy the warmth

of the sunshine and the company of friends
went down a treat with not one person
wanting to be the first to make a move to
leave.

More enjoyable roads and scenery were
on the cards for the return to the
clubrooms with the option of a short
additional ride up Sanatorium Hill. This
was only taken up by a handful of people
but those that did appreciated the magnifi-
cent views and of course the thrilling road
up (well it was for me!).

Jillian Hayton and Shirley Foote were
flat out like lizards drinking preparing the
meal that was to be polished off that
evening while some loaded bikes onto
trailers or into vans. Others simply sat
around in the sunshine sharing their life
experiences and some sat around in the
clubrooms doing the same, but by dinner
time they were all ready to refuel with the
fantastic results from Jillian and Shirley’s
efforts. Prizes were awarded to those who
“won” their respective classes with the
scorers having a task to separate people in

some cases, but with the emphasis on
enjoyment rather than competition, I
don’t think it mattered to anyone.

For me, a novice Moolooite, it was
thoroughly enjoyable to be part of and I
congratulate all those that had a part in
creating another chapter in the Mooloo
Meander experience. By the way does
anyone want to swap a bright yellow
Kawasaki for something more appropriate?
It did look a bit out of place. bw

Alan Grime, Rotorua, 1942 Harley-Davidson.Peter Cooper, Auckland, 1937 Rudge.

Wally and Rosalene Hunt, New Plymouth, 1939 AJS, Bryan Gaylor looking on.

Chris Shelley, Hamilton, 1954 Rabbit.
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Alan Grout, Auckland, 1972 Honda.
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Ithought that a run down on the recent Irishman’s from a
woman’s perspective would be interesting. We started off with
two vehicles; a 1928 Chevrolet (hereafter called Chev) special,

and the 1928 Chev light truck. Mum (Marg) and I drove the
special up to Christchurch on the Friday and my sister Ann and
her friend Sandra went in the truck. The rally started in Waikari
just 40 miles North of Christchurch at 7.00 am, although mum
thought it was at 8.00 am so we started late. Never mind, no cars
to get in our way! My other sister (Ann’s twin) Helen joined us
and went with Ann and Sandra in the truck. 

We went through Macdonald Downs Station then through
Lees Valley where the Chev special started to make an awful
clunking sound in the back end. At first we thought it was a loose
brake drum on one of the back wheels, but it got worse and worse
(turned out it was the diff). We were in the middle of Lee’s Valley,
the middle of nowhere, with no houses or other sign of habitation to
be seen so we had no choice but to drive out. We know this wasn’t
good for the car but there were no other options. We drove very
slowly, about 5 - 10 km/h, to the sound of an awful noise coming
from the rear. We did get towed some of the way but this made no
difference as everything still turns in the diff when being towed.

We left the special at Oxford, which is just the other side of
Lee’s Valley, got a ride to the lunch stop and then we all piled in to
the good ole Chev truck (our personal back-up truck!). The rally
then took us down to Geraldine where we dropped Ann off as she
had a wedding to attend in Timaru that evening. We proceeded on
with the rally which took us through the back of Pleasant Point
(our home town) and over to Fairlie (our previous home town).
We eventually had to turn our lights on, but they only lasted
about 10 minutes then went out! We still had about 30 miles to go
- and it got very dark! I was driving and we had to go over a pass
following another car for light because I don’t eat many carrots
and can’t see in the dark! Worse still was that the lights from the
cars coming up from behind were reflecting back off our vertical
windscreen.

When we took the truck for a warrant and a battery the guy
wanted to know if it was negatively or positively earthed. I wasn’t

sure, and he changed it which was why it wasn’t charging or
running the lights. We had had to push start it a couple of times
after lunch not realising the problem. Anyway, we now know it’s
negatively earthed and it shall be written on the floor board for
future reference!

We finished the first day of the rally on Saturday about 6.30 pm
after a big day of Vintage motoring. Sunday was a beautiful day for
open air motoring (not optional as the truck has no roof!), mind
you, Saturday was also a great day, about 20-23˚ each day, not bad
since we are almost in winter (normally around 12˚ C). I even got
sunburnt on the Sunday! We drove up to Lake Pukaki via back
roads (Mackenzie Pass, Haldon Road and Braemar Station).

At Shands Patch there was a bit of paddock fun (like the
Balcairn event) so I had a go. Didn’t win, but didn’t make a fool
out of myself either!  Had the battery earthing changed back to
negative on the truck that morning but later on, as it got dark, the
lights only lasted 10 minutes as the battery wasn’t charged.
Anyway it wasn’t so bad coming home via the main highway,
snow posts help and another kind slow-moving car helped us with
their headlighting. Arrived home Sunday night about 6.30 pm.  

We all enjoyed the weekend and will be back for more. Things
caught up with us, mum especially at the prize giving, people were
pleased and surprised to see us all there and were really helpful
over the weekend. They mentioned the passing of dad (John) and
two other Vintage Car Club members in the last year. Next year is
the 50th running of the Irishman’s Rally and we will all be there.
Thought we might print ourselves some novelty T-shirts to wear at
next year’s rally. 

We hope to have the special back on the road then. It has been
towed to Lester Cordes’ place (1926 Chev special) at Fairlie and
he said he would fix it for us.  Dad was working on the diff for the
1928 Chev camper, we thought we might use that diff in the Chev
special… we’ll see.

Ed: John Rogers was a keen and active VCC member who ran the Irishman
Rally in 1998. He died in a work related accident in April this year.

bw

7-8 June 2003 

IRISHWOMAN’S RALLY

24 Beaded Wheels

Text Julie Rogers   Photos TJ Photography www.tjphotos.co.nz
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FOR ALL YOUR GEARS
COME TO US

On the recent Alpine tour starting in Austria,
of the 15 starting cars from all over the world.

We had worked on three of them 
(Cadillac, Minerva and the Pope Hartford)

Call Ken for any of your requirements

119 Rimu Road, Paraparaumu
Phone 04 298 5683

Email bettany-gears@xtra.co.nz
Website  www.precisionman.co.nz

Bettany Gears Ltd
mechanical engineers

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southward.org.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm
CLOSED only on Christmas

Day, Good Friday and
Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
MUSEUM TRUST

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre
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Visiting Austria I’m back in the days before 1914 when rich
and discerning aristocrats looked out from their castles,
danced and partied to the music of Johann Strauss and

worked in imposing buildings that administered a great empire.
Austria also had a full grown motor industry and top people made
country calls or motored into Vienna over some of the worst roads
on the continent. From 1905 the German trials began probing the
possibility of proving cars in the Alps but it was the Austrian
Alpine Trial that really grabbed the opportunity. The trial was
long and strict with an emphasis on reliable and user friendly cars
of all sizes. For example, cold starting from exposed overnight parc
fermes, and stalled engines were big issues. Roads were steep, high
and poorly surfaced making tough going for open tourers with
crank start and two wheel brakes. 

Active and potential motorists followed these trials avidly.
Thus it was a ‘Bad Thing’ in 1912 when aviator James A Radley’s
high geared Rolls-Royce came quietly to rest on an observed hill.

Rolls-Royce took immediate action and though there was no
outright winner of the trials, they made the big car class their own
till war stopped play. A check on The Autocar files in London
show several pages in each of four weekly issues devoted to the
1913 event. There is a preview, progress, the final results (all
tabulated), and a follow-on with impressions and tips on touring
in the Alps. Ninety years on, Salzburg was full of Silver Ghosts
still celebrating.

My first target was ‘the dreaded Katschberg’, scene of the 1912
humiliation. The archives refer to a 1 in 4 gradient, though the
present warning gives an average of 17% – less than 1 in 5.
Whatever the figure, it is certainly steep, an unremitting four mile
grind cut into the mountain side. 

The Alpine was expensive and several leading makes stayed away
in 1913 arguing that every second year was quite sufficient. But Audi
(team prize), Benz, Horch, Laurin-Klement, Minerva, Raba and
Rolls-Royce were all successful. Valuable publicity could be very long

Archive from  

AUSTRIA
Going from the dust of New Zealand’s modern World

Championship event to the heartland of Veteran rallying is

an interesting transition.  Scott Thomson reports from

Europe

Ghost of 1913. Imperial grandeur in Salzburg.

The unusual radiator cap incorporated a condensor and also prevented water
overflowing when braking down hill. No water could be added to the radiator
during the trial.

The final section of the dreaded Katschberg as it is today.

26 Beaded Wheels

Text and photos Scott Thomson
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lasting. I suspect the once popular belief that Rolls engines were
‘sealed for life’ contains a trace element from the regulation that
sealed bonnets and radiators for the duration of the trial.   

1914
In 1914 the European industry was back in force with full works

teams of Audi, Austro-Daimler (designed by Porsche), Darracq,
FIAT, Hansa, NAG, and Puch. The four largest cars were an
Austrian Graf und Stift and three Benz. Rumour soon spread of a
new terror, the Turracherhohe, reputedly unclimbed, and
unclimbable. Radley was seriously worried by the reports and
borrowed the Rolls press car to do a recce on one of the ‘rest’ days.

This I had to see. The original road starts with an almost flat
section from the village of Turrach, the consequent climb up a
gloomy gully being much steeper than the modern pass which it
joins a couple of corners from the top. An Austrian friend quoted
me 30% gradient for it, and this I quite believe. Gradient is not
the full story. Heavy afternoon rain is part of the Austrian summer
and in 1914 this little used track would be muddy and cut repeat-
edly by washouts and cross gullies. It still is. When used again as a
major rally stage as late as the 1950s there were complaints that it
was just too tough.

Radley survived unpenalised, making fastest times in the speed
events - including sweet revenge on the Katschberg. He comes
across as a flamboyant character, habitually racing past everybody
to lead on the road. This policy makes total sense when you appre-
ciate the risk of being baulked by a stalled or struggling car on
those narrow roads.

The Alps still serve the motor industry. Just south of the
Katschberg at Gmund I saw the prototype Porsche, which had
been tested over these passes. It is still patched with borrowed
metal welded to get it home. Modern cars work seriously hard and
smell quite hot as they reach the tourist facilities now clustered on
once deserted summits. Even today the Radkers Pass is dreaded for
a very steep stop/restart as cars going over into Slovenia (not in
the EU) queue at the Customs. And on the Katschberg I saw an
unbadged research vehicle with loaded trailer repeatedly grinding
up and down again.

PS: Stopping for some music in Salzburg, I was reminded that
John Bullamore, mechanic in the 1913 Rolls-Royce team,
jumped ship on the way home. A Mozart festival was just too
much of an attraction. His mates feared for his job, but nothing
was said when he turned up a week late. In fact he later became
personal driver to Henry Royce. bw

Improving the breed (i) The higher stance of the later car at right is just one
clue to the many modifications that followed the Rolls-Royce decision to contest
the 1913 Alpine trial. Many ideas planned for a ‘colonial’ model were
incorporated and Royce also produced over 150 drawings of improvements to
the 1911/12 London-Edinburgh type at left.

Improving the breed (ii) Ferdinand Porsche won the Prince Henry Trial with a
very sporty Austro-Daimler designed specifically for the purpose. For the
Austrian Alpine he used simpler and smaller cars marketed as the Alpentype.
this trend continued to evolve. 
When Porsche put his own name on a car, his son thrashed the prototype over
the Alps. The car, and patching materials begged from a road gang, is on view
at the Helmut Pfeifhofer Museum.

Devil behind? This owner seems to be expecting the worst although tyres do not
seem to have been much of an issue in 1913. None of the Rolls-Royce team
had any tyre trouble at all.

Beaded Wheels 27

0bw265-new  11/25/03  11:08 PM  Page 27



28 Beaded Wheels

IT’S BIG!
George Lanchester must have

used his biggest sheet of
paper. George certainly had

big boots to fill as his brother,
Dr Fred Lanchester, had

stomped away from the family
pioneer car firm to work on

research and patents.
Lanchester cars had a fine

reputation, and a smallish but
loyal client base. 

Text Scott Thomson

Came 1919 and, mirage like, a post-
war demand for luxury cars
beckoned. The Great War had

taught many engineering lessons and
George put everything he knew into the
Forty.

Lanchester Quality
If the Vintage decade is about quality

then it’s hard to go past the big
Lanchester. Dr Fred had always put
engineering ahead of customer or board
views, the odd eccentricity not-
withstanding.

“Where a choice had to be made
between reducing cost or providing acces-
sibility, durability or some other facet of
quality, cost had to go,” writes Anthony
Bird in his Profile Publication on
Lanchester. For example, dissatisfaction
with the quality of road springs available
caused Lanchester to set up their own
department to make them in house.

The market for cars built to this
standard was never large, and even in the
1920s the Lanchester Forty and its smaller
21 hp running mate were never common.

Today the Lanchester Forty is indeed a
rare beast, only about twenty remaining.
For almost fifty years, Jock Clouston and
his family have cared for New Zealand’s
only example. A family wedding brought it
to Masterton and the opportunity was not
to be missed.

For the Forty it was a return to a scene
of triumph and humiliation. A Mr
Williams bought the car as new (2,000
miles) in London from the respected firm
of Jarrott and Letts and shipped it out to
Brancpeth Station in the Wairarapa.
Almost thirty years later, Jock Clouston
located it on a smaller property, in use as a
fowl house. Jock’s prize was towed away.
The rats that had destroyed the
headlining, but thankfully little else, found
new homes and the Lanchester lived
again, object of vast interest and treasure
for family occasions.

Engine
Tom Clouston was on driver duty the

day I met the Forty. A large key unlocks
the bonnet which comes away in three
pieces giving outstanding access. I found

him running a rag over the immaculate
engine with gleaming brass inlet manifold
and alloy cam cover. The 6,178cc six
cylinder is in two blocks of three with
single overhead cam driven by a vertical
shaft off the nose of the crankcase. When
introduced in 1919, this was advanced
engineering, although Lanchester had
maintained experience of overhead cam
before 1914. The priming cups, however,
are a reminder of tradition, and useful on
this car which has not had much regular
use of late. The single Smith carburettor
looks a little overwhelmed to be feeding
all this, a visual reminder that outright
power (100 bhp maybe at around 1,800
rpm?) is not all important on this partic-
ular example. 

In the interests of accessibility, drives
pop out all over the engine. There is a
takeoff at the foot of the cam drive to work
the water pump and a (temporarily absent)
magneto. The distributor protrudes from
the middle of the cam cover above the
carburettor. Unseen, a layshaft, parallel to
the crankshaft, drives the dynamo and
connects with the starter. Both are verti-
cally mounted on the near side. It is all

1924 LANCHESTER 40HP
BEHIND THE WHEEL

Text and photos Scott Thomson
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very easy to get at. Some critics considered
that this proliferation of drives added up to
annoying mechanical chatter, particularly
as the car idled or aged. Tom apologised
that the motor was noisy, but while those
little gears are audible doing their thing I
did not think it was clattery or unpleas-
antly obtrusive.

The chassis frame is stiff, considering its
ladder form. This is not just a matter of
size. The side-members are boxed with
plenty of lightening holes along the inner
edges. One tubular cross-member was even
used as an extra fuel tank on certain
military models. Information on actual
chassis weight is hard to find. 
Two contemporary articles quote 38 and
42.25 cwt, the last figure apparently for a
complete tourer. More recent publications
give chassis only weight as 40 cwt 
(4480 lb). The gearbox alone is massive
and ,given the body, I suspect this car with
fluids, passengers and luggage could be
close to three ton. The chassis was based
on George Lanchester’s Sporting Forty, a
slightly smaller owner driver car produced
in very small numbers in 1914/15. An

example of detail is the torque tube to the
worm drive rear axle. The tube is almost
excessively long, reducing the inevitable
arc as it moves up and down more nearly
to the straight vertical to improve tyre
wear and road holding.

BEHIND THE WHEEL
To sit at the wheel, Lord of One

Hundred Horses, is to experience the pride
of another age, a royal coachman with four
in hand, the Captain of a steam liner. 

From the right there are two horn
buttons, just below the side window,
available to elbow and finger. At the lower
right are the handbrake and gearlever.
Mixture and hand throttle are in the large
centre of the smallish steering wheel. Foot
controls have a centre throttle, while the
brake pedal is a bit out of things and
slightly up to the right. Does this reflect
Edwardian thinking when the handbrake
was first call for stopping?

A lever physically dips the headlights,
making them point down a little. Seen
from the front the car seems to blink.
Down on the dash there’s a clock, an

HP

ammeter at the centre of a brass panel for
switches and wiring, and out to the left a
speedo calibrated to 80 mph, and rev
counter calibrated to 3,000 rpm. Oil
gauges for the separate systems, engine and
gear box, are not calibrated, the black
pointers merely moving into the white,
signifying all is well. As driver, I found the
instrumentation rather far from my line of
sight.

The driving position is fine for me with
almost a foot of headroom, but the impres-
sion is a bit like looking through a top
storey window. The eye goes out over the
flat bonnet in polished aluminium to the
golden lion on the radiator cap. The black
mudguards are both very clearly visible.
Somewhere beyond is as much of the road
as you need to see.

As with many cars that have been in a
family for a very long time, there are a few
little jobs to do on the Lanchester. One is
the clutch, which is at the end of its life
and adjustment. Once low is pressed home
with a bit of a shove to activate the
epicyclic gearbox, there is a slight creep, so

Above: Lanchester Forty, note absence of front doors, body by Barker.

Right: Fittings of the best.
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Leyland Eight 99.21 mph (JGP Thomas)
Lanchester Forty 96.71 mph (CA Bird)
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 86.02 mph (AD Sanderson)
Napier 40/50 78.18 mph (AG Miller).

Foolproof ? 
Even without a chauffeur, the Forty was

not so hard to drive.
Many years ago there was a titled

Englishman who liked to show his smart
friends that he was ‘A Motorist’ though off
stage his chauffeur did all the work! It all
went horribly wrong one day in front of an
entire House Party. The movements of a
Rolls-Royce gear lever totally defeated the
gentleman so the evil car from Derby was
sold and a Lanchester with ‘foolproof ’
epicyclic gearbox was purchased.
Presumably he never drove fast enough to
put it in reverse at 60 mph, which I’m told
is OK in emergencies and slows things fast.

This incident leads naturally to the
question of the place of the Lanchester in
the Upper Crust pecking order. Priced just
fifty pounds under the 40/50 Rolls, the
Lanchester deserved to be a real sales
threat. Lanchesters built 392 Forties
between 1919 and 1929 against over 5600
of the big Derby cars.

It was hardly the fault of the Lanchester
car. Social climbers should have felt the
company acceptable. Well known
Lanchester owners included the future
King George VI, ‘the richest man in
England’ (Sir John Ellerman), and an
impressive list of Maharajahs.

The Body
Lanchester encouraged their customers

to order coachwork in house – the
company being interested in many aspects
of the body game, and well aware that
offerings from the great coachbuilders
frequently were on the heavy side.

The car featured in this article has a
Barker body and was exhibited on Barker’s
stand at the 1924 London Show. On
paper, the spec is simple - a two door, four
/five seater. The fun starts when you get in

– both doors are at the back. The driver
reaches the wheel by moving forward
between the front seats as in a small bus or
aeroplane.

Superficially a formal car, the conven-
tions of the time would not have accepted
a chauffeur climbing in over the legs of the
ladies – or indeed of the gentlemen.
Presumably the chauffeur could have
brought the car from the motor house and
remained seated, leaving other staff
members to attend to passengers on
departure, arrival and any intermediate
stops. That takes some believing so I think
it was possibly first ordered for an owner-
driver who wanted to tour in it. Barker
would hardly have built such a car just on
spec or chosen a body style for their show
car that had such limited appeal.
Incidentally there are roll down blinds on
all windows, including both sides of the
Vee windscreen.

One or two other Lanchesters were
built without front doors. This body is
unusually stiff and rattle free for a car of
this age and type, although how much of
that is the absence of front doors and how
much the strength of the chassis in the
scuttle region is hard to say. The gearbox is
a massive brace in itself. My day with the
Forty was hot, but although the car had
recently come quite a distance, it was cool
inside, well ventilated with the little
skylight in the roof. I found it quite easy to
move from front to back on the move and
it was very pleasant to stretch out in the
back full length and have still more foot
room. Wood and fittings are all of the
restrained best, not to mention the uphol-
stery, thought to be crocodile skin.

It’s all part of the appeal of a very
special car. Lanchesters had a reputation
for being unorthodox. Possibly that
counted against them. Possibly they just
didn’t put in enough effort to selling the
very fine car they were making. In 1931
Daimler took them over.

bw

off we go! By mistake I changed into top at
abnormally low revs, but in true town-
carriage style the Lanchester took it
without fuss and just moved away. Second
of the three gears is bullish in a refined sort
of way, but top will cope with square
corners.

Steering and Stopping
Even at parking speed the steering is

not really heavy for this sort of car. There
is good lock to deal with right angles and
from about 20 mph steering is positive, not
heavy, with only a little lost motion.
Tightish corners common to sealed
secondary roads produce a fair bit of roll,
originating from the soft suspension and
perhaps enhanced by the high body which
in turn tends to magnify the feeling. On
more open corners, as at a fork junction, it
is just a matter of looking for the apex and
driving the car through

Ride is superb.
Lanchester first introduced four wheel

brakes on their smaller car, apparently
because owner-drivers tended to rush
around. The Forty was a gentleman’s car
and gentlemen have professional chauf-
feurs who can be relied on to keep out of
trouble. Jock Clouston’s car was one of the
first Forties to sport four anchors. They
have been serviced recently and work well.
Operation is by normal rod and cable,
boosted by hydraulic assistance at the
pedal end. It is reported that sustained
use/riding of the brakes could cause
hydraulic help to vanish away.

Given the circumstances I drove the
car gently, cruising at maybe 40 mph. Tom
considered he had held 50 on the way
down and his door to door time certainly
confirmed that. George Lanchester went
on record that 78 mph was a good top
speed for a tourer, though publicity
stretched this to ‘3 to 83 in top gear’. This
particular car has considerable windage
and may well be lower geared. Not a
natural sprinter perhaps but in its day and
company, the Lanchester Forty was quick.

Speed
The fast fraternity could have got more

power with replacement of the Smith four
jet by two more sporty units. Lionel
Rapson modified one for tyre testing and
with single seat body it was a very useful
track car, putting out around 145 hp and
covering 1,100 miles at an average of over
95 mph. Soft springing soaked up the
notorious bumps.

Bill Boddy has published a detailed
comparison of British luxury cars of the
period finding race lap speeds for what he
considered to be more standard touring
cars running stripped;

behindthewheel

Dynamo, starter vertically mounted lower right. top of the distributor is just visible on far side of valve cover.
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VERO 2006 RALLY
VCC Diamond Jubilee
Rally Directors Update

On the 7th February 2002 the first meeting of a group of people
interested in being involved in the management of the VCC
Diamond Jubilee Rally took place.  This group have subsequently
become known by the simple title “Rally Management Team”.

The task appeared huge and a long way off. Well my team took to
the challenge as though the rally was only a few months away and
with Judy Willis looking after the Secretary’s duties, Faye Martin
with finance, Brian Midgely the rally routes, Bill Obers the venue
and camping ground development and John Wallace liasing with the
Licensing Trust over catering, licensing, and accommodation, things
were soon well underway.

At this stage we are meeting our program targets in all areas. The
hard final detail work will commence early next year when the Entry
Forms and Rally Invitations will be available. Over the next few
months I will update you on the finer details of the rally. For a brief
outline to hopefully whet your appetite the rally will be something
like this.

We start with a Monte Carlo Rally. Commencing in Blenheim,
Greymouth, Christchurch, Timaru, Dunedin and Invercargill you
will be able to spend three or four days travelling the roads of the
South Island to arrive in Invercargill on Wednesday 18th January
2006. After a day’s rest we start a series of four Hub Rally days where
you will travel away from Invercargill and return each day. A full
program of evening entertainment has been arranged with major
functions every second evening. An on-site camping ground will be
in place for the event so all the keen campers have only a few metres
to walk home after their night out. A Public Open day, optional hill
climb and a specialty event are also on the program. For those with a
moped sitting in the garage think of bringing it with you as some
evening high jinks could be on the cards with these whizzing
wonders. You will have some free time to visit Stewart Island or
other Southland attractions not included in the rally program.

As with all these events they only become economic with the
support of sponsors. We are very fortunate to have the backing of
VERO as our naming rights sponsor. They have been generous in
their support of Vintage Car events in the past as Royal &
SunAlliance and the company have restated their commitment to
this event and the Club into the future.

More details are listed opposite. In the meantime things on the
organisation front are going well. Next issue we will give a few
details of the Venue and on-site camping ground.

Happy Motoring, 
Russell Hawkes, Rally Director

When 14 to 27 January 2006
Base Invercargill
Venue Stadium Southland
Rally Programme 

• Monte Carlo (3 or 4 days) from Blenheim, Christchurch,
Timaru, Dunedin, Greymouth and Invercargill

• Four days competitive rallies
• One make runs
• Speciality events
• Public open day

Entertainment A full programme of evening entertainment at Stadium
Southland

Accommodation For all Invercargill accommodation enquiries to:
Accommodation co-ordinator, Fax 0-3-214 4418 
Email: prue@ilt.co.nz

Sightseeing Day trips and sightseeing to places of interest not visited on Rally
days will be arranged.
Entry Forms Available from late January 2004.
Contact Rally Secretary, PO Box 6070, Invercargill

Email: 2006rally@vcc.org.nz
Rally Director Russell Hawkes
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1910 NAPIER LANDAULETTE. This unique, high
quality Veteran started life as a London taxicab
and is presently undergoing a thorough and
expensive restoration. Most of the hard work
done. May consider Veteran/Vintage trade. For
full details and photos. Phone/fax 09 425 7015,
email hicks.family@xtra.co.nz  Mem.

1924 OVERLAND TOURER including hood and
side curtains all in good order, car runs very
well, spare car (dismantled) numerous spares
and four new tyres 4.40 – 23/31 x 4. All good
offers considered. Phone 03 302 0700. Mem.

1926 CLYNO TOURER Partly restored. One
owner  car with original papers, all instruments,
lights etc. No Hood bows. Needs a major
restoration. Open to genuine offers. In rolling
chassis condition. Ph 07 576 7654

1926 MODEL T FORD COUPE. Burgundy and
black, some parts included. Offers please. Phone
Russell on 021 628 953

1929 CHRYSLER 66 SEDAN. In good and original
condition. $9,500. Please phone 03 315 7037
for further details.

1929 FORD A ROADSTER PICKUP, 1929 FORD A
Tudor Sedan, 1929 Ford AA 1 Ton truck All
suitable for restoration. Also 1929 Ford A
Phaeton. Has been trucked and is also suitable
for parts. Large collection of Ford Model A Parts.
Contact Tom Stephens 3 D R D Oamaru Ph 03
431 7708. Mem.

1930 CHRYSLER CJ6 COUPE,Twin side mounts,
dark green, original. WOF & Reg, in very good
condition, some spares $55,000. Phone 09 536
6112 or email alipet@value.net.nz

1930 FORD MODEL A TUDOR DELIVERY. Needs
restoring, 100 per cent complete $3,500 ono
Phone 04 388 8832. Mem.

1930 MODEL A ROADSTER Reconditioned B
Motor. Plenty of spares including original motor.
Ph 027 452 9843 or 027 452 9899. Mem.

1935 AUSTIN 7 RUBY. Full mechanical restora-
tion from bare chassis. Body still off, bare metal
stripped and primed. All gauges professionally
restored. New wiring loom, door handles,
running boards, rubbers and many other parts
ready for completion. Over $8,500 spent. No
reasonable offer refused as lost interest. Phone
03 437 1055. Mem.

1937 DODGE 4 DOOR SEDAN Stripped for
restoration. No rust, no dings. Unwanted
project. Phone Zale Mallek 09 439 4028 after
5pm. Mem.

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces,
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details.
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the
standard 65 words, or who require typography
or space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
$12.00 for first 40 words or part thereof,
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of
65 words per advertisement. Members must be
financial and state their Branch..
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof,
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of
65 words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$20 members, $24 non-members.
Photo Ad in Box
$32.00 members, $44 non-members, enclose a
clear photograph and an SAE if return required.
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$50.00 members, $54 non-members, enclose a
clear photo and an SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement.
Advertisements should be typed or clearly printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels.
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140,
Christchurch, to arrive not later than 10th of
month preceding publication.
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
Casual 3 Issues

(per issue)
Full Page $900.00 $720.00
Half Page $490.00 $390.00
Horizontal Quarter Page $270.00 $216.00
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished
camera ready artwork supplied. Artwork can be arranged at
an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical nature
for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels however
regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space for
advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. Where
possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are made by
advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels or the Vintage
Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product or service to give
satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or service should not be construed as
endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the text
of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves the
right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the aims,
objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New
Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission
Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which
indicates or could reasonably be understood as indicating an
intention to discriminate by reason of sex, marital status, religious
or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all care in drafting
advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as the magazine
and the Club.

FOR SALE
1937/38 TERRAPLANE PARTS Front axle, motor,
body parts, 38 wheels, hub caps (new skins),
radiator. 1926 Essex parts, Diff, radiator,
headlights, front axle, wheels, springs, gearbox
etc. 1940 Morris Series E complete car needs
restoration. Also various parts diff etc Series E and
Morris 8 grills, gearboxes and wheels. Reasonable
offers, Phone Richard  06 368 4683, Levin. Mem.

marketplace

1948 Approx HUMBER 10 complete car needs
restoration with good tyres (cheap). 3 Jawa
Motorcycles – one complete 1970 175cc farmbike
(steel wheel), one stripped but complete 1962
125cc, motor has been looked at, appears ok.
Third one mainly complete 1968 125cc. Lots of
spares, wheels, tanks etc. Reasonable offers.
Phone Richard  06 368 4683, Levin. Mem.

1951 AUSTIN SHEERLINE SALOON All original
(black) in good condition. Very reliable car.
Includes spare car for parts. $13,000 ono. Phone
07 332 5676. Mem.

1953 CITROEN LIGHT FIFTEEN stored 20 years.
Very straight, original and complete, original
leather. Partly stripped but running and drivable.
Excellent body shell. Mechanically sound. Phone
Phil 09 235 2749 home 09 278 4301 work. Mem.

1954 FORD POPULAR Rebuilt, heaps of spares,
registration lapsed. 1958 Goggomobil T300
Microcar, low mileage, registration held. For
Tender – 1956 Austin A40 Wellside truck, needs
restoration, registration held, also petrol pump,
believed 1930’s farm installation, twin glass.
Parts for sale – Velo Solex Moped parts, heaps,
plus 1 bike 1 lot. A/7 script wheels full set. ’55
Consul bonnet. ’67 Impala steering column
unused. All viewed Palmerston North Phone 06
357 4425.

1964 FORD TAUNUS German Ford station
wagon, low mileage, lots of new and old spares.
$1,000 or any reasonable offer. Phone 04 388
8832. Mem.

2 LARGE NOLEX DRIVING LIGHTS chrome, very
nice $200 pair. Bosch bell horn chrome $175.
Phone 03 359 4071, Fax 03 359 1377.

1941 CHEV COUPE complete car less boot
lid, Reg on hold, some spares, LHD, seats six,
new grill available, very rare car  $4,500.
Phone 06 845 1959 or 06 843 3946

PENRITE OILS. We carry a full range from
Vintage to Modern Engines. Lubricants for pre-
1984 HD motorcycles, gearbox oil for Japanese
2 strokes. Full range of diff, steering box and
gearbox oils. Competitive prices. Try us first.
M.S. Coombes Ltd., 344 St. Asaph Street,
Christchurch. Phone 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366
7462.

0bw265-new  11/25/03  11:08 PM  Page 32



Beaded Wheels 33

AUTOMOTIVE WOODGRAINING
When restoring your car there is only one way
to restore your metal window frames &
dashboard: metal woodgraining. For informa-
tion and free quotes contact Alan Markby.
Phone 03 445 0988 or write to 11 Boyne
Place, Cromwell. Mem.

HUBCAPS – ANY PROBLEMS CONTACT ME
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed
not spun to the closest possible original
specifications. I can manufacture any model that
uses the skin system plus many others provided
they do not exceed 101/2" in diameter. For more
information phone Les Hayter 07 573 5830 or
025 485 994. Address  15 Norrie St, Te Puke, or 
PO Box 56 Te Puke. Mem. Email
leshayter@ezysurf.co.nz    35 year member.

MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE,
all types, units bought and sold. Contact Chris
Slater, Coil Winding Services, Hupenui RD,
Greytown, WAIRARAPA. Phone/Fax 06 304
9466.

ANGLIA 105E 1966 Rolling body. Very straight
95% complete, plus heaps of spares. Suit
restoration or historic race car. Phone 03 578
2395 or 021 263 6858. Mem.

ANGLIA 105E 1967 Very tidy original Blenheim
car in daily use. Present owner 14 years. Some
spares available. $2,500 ono. Phone 03 578
2395 or 021 263 6858. Mem.

AUSTIN A30 Parts for sale. Far too numerous to
catalogue. Any reasonable offers accepted.
Phone Gerald White 06 323 5610. Mem.

AUTOMOBILE QUARTERLY We now have
available nearly every copy of Automobile
Quarterly from Volume 1 to Volume 34 No 4.
This is a great chance to fill gaps in your collec-
tion or to get hold of a specific article. We also
have another complete 42 year run, due to
arrive soon, enquire now. Telephone Wheels on
Paper Ltd 03 322 9575, fax 03 322 5180 or
email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

BOOKS & CATALOGUES 70 years of Chrysler as
new $30 1937 Lincoln Zephyr sales/chassis
parts/body parts $150. Ford 30s
instruction/parts price lists/ restorers
guides/specifications/reference etc please
inquire phone 03 359 4071, Fay 359 1377.

BROCHURES over 1,000 original sales brochures
available. We have purchased another nice
collection of 1950’s and 60’s pieces. New stock
always arriving.www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz  or
telephone Wheels on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575,
fax 03 322 5180 or email info@wheelson-
paper.co.nz.

CHROME 16” METAL WHEEL BANDS Top quality
low price $49.95 per set of 4 inc GST and
freight. Phone 03 377 0029. Mem.

6 VOLT TO 12 VOLT INVERTER. Run a 12 volt
radio/cassette in your original 6 volt vehicle,
simple three wire installation. J. Hibbs
Martinborough, RD 1. Phone 06 306 9121,
evenings. mem.

MOTOR SPORT For the pre 1960’s Motor Sport
enthusiast, we always carry a good range of
rare titles including The Grand Prix Car 1954-
1966 by Setright, The Golden Age of the
American Racing Car by Borgeson, Great Auto
Racers by Helck, British Grand Prix by Hough,
The Great Road Racers by Villard, 500cc Racing
by Grant, A Racing Car Drivers World by
Caracciola and Grand Prix Driver by Lang.
Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz
or telephone Wheels on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575,
fax 03 322 5180 or email info@wheelson-
paper.co.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/sets,
pistons and valves, timing chains and gears,
flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors,
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models,
especially: Austin Chevrolet, Chrysler, Ford,
Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.

Ronald Lever,
87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South Auckland.

Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

VINTAGE & CLASSIC
ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS
GEORGE CALDER LIMITED

307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH
PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

CHEVROLET 15" WHEELS to suit Thriftmaster set
of four. Phone 06 306 9121 evenings.

EARLY LARGE SINGLE CYLINDER MERRY-
WEATHER vertical stationary engine. 10
horsepower, original and complete but not
restored. It has the correct original ignition
equipment and carburettor. Engine is on a steel
frame with a very large gear water pump
attached. Also some pipework and three large
brass gate valves. $1,000 the lot. Phone Terry
Wilson 03 680 6517 anytime.

FORD V8 SIDEVALVE PARTS New and used
garage clean out. Phone for list 09 818 4265
Mem

FOUR 30 X 31/2 Firestone BE tyres Nonskid tread
pattern. Brand new still in wrappers. $325 each
Ph 07 854 0148. Mem.

HANDBOOKS We have just purchased around
400 Owners Handbooks and illustrated Parts
Lists dating from the 1920’s through to 1960’s,
but mainly mid 20’s to 30’s. Many rare pieces
including Auburn, 1929 Graham Paige, 1926
Crossley, 1925 Overland Model 91-92, 1923
Standard 11hp, 1928 Buick, Daimler 20/70 etc.
Please telephone Wheels on Paper Ltd 03 322
9575, fax 03 322 5180 – these are not yet listed
on our website.

LARGE QUANTITY OF PARTS for a 1914 Fiat
Model 2B 2816cc. Most chassis parts available
plus a useable scuttle and bonnet. $2,500 for
further details and a complete list of parts
phone Terry Wilson 03 680 6517 anytime.

JAGUAR E TYPE PARTS Series II bonnet. This
bonnet is complete and in sound condition
having been taken apart then reassembled with
no rust repairs required. Some additional parts
included. Less expensive than a new or pattern
item. Serious offers considered. Phone/fax 09
480 9881. Mem.

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
We can supply many new old stock distributor
parts for Lucas and other makes, and have
built a New Zealand wide reputation for
restoring worn distributors to as new
performance and finish. All aspects of repair
undertaken including Vacuum Advance
Units. Work fully guaranteed. contact Quality
Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall St, Christchurch, 8004.
Phone/fax Barry Emms 03 342 5677. Mem.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine  Australia

Was first published in 1973. All
back issues are available. All
vehicles featured are restored or in
original condition. Events, How
To’s and Australian motoring
History are a specialty.

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $63.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)
Aust $123.00 Air Mail

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 AUSTRALIA.
Ph 61 3 5476 2212    Fax 61 3 5476 2592

NORTON ES2 1950 2 owners Showroom
condition. Reg & WOF. $9,000 ono. Phone 09
424 2255. Email c.b.stockman@xtra.co.nz

TENDER 1937 ASTON MARTIN 2 L Drophead
Coupe Yellowbird. The trustees of the late Peter
Russell invite tenders for the purchase of
Yellowbird. The vehicle may be inspected at the
showroom of Fazazz, The Motorists’ Shop 84
Lichfield St Christchurch, where tender forms
are available.

OIL COMPANY ENAMEL SIGNS, genuine
originals (no reproductions) Texico, Mobil Oil.
Esso, Castrol, $325 – $495 each. Phone 09 818
4265 Mem.

VEHICLE IDENTITY CARD APPLICATIONS I have
been taken back to my pharmacy days (I am a
dispensary technician by trade for those who do
not know!) Sometimes it is like reading
prescriptions trying to decipher the wording and
numbers! Please remember to make the words
clear and differentiate between a number and a
letter eg is it a 1(one) or an I, is it a 0 (zero) or O
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TENDER 1927 NASH LIGHT SIX COUPE Older
restoration but only 3,000 miles since full motor
recondition. Further details Phone 03 445 2843.
Mem.

VELOCETTE. MSS frame with Venom engine.
Complete overhaul over several years. Full Rego,
WOF, new paint. Some spares and manuals.
$7,500. Phone 09 434 3125 Whangarei. Mem.
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VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ halogen bulbs.
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps and
mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info:
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 389-
0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model Boat
Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. Note
change of phone number.

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS

FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC &
ODDBALL ENGINES.

We can supply piston sets for most makes &
models. All piston sets come complete with
rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings

at competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

SU FUEL PUMPS REBUILT, we rebuild your
pumps 6V and 12V. We also stock a full range
of spare parts. All work fully guaranteed.
Contact SU Fuel Pump Services (NZ). Phone
Rick 0274 528 178 or 03 383 9119 afterhours.
Email: sufuelpumpservices@inet.net.nz

OLD & RARE MOTORING BOOKS We always
stock some of the rarest titles including The
Buick by Dunham and Gustin, The Daimler
Tradition by Smith, The Nifty Fifties (Ford) by
Miller, The Magic of MG by Allison, Pierce-Arrow
by Ralston, Rolls-Royce The Derby Phantoms by
Dalton, The Beetle by Etzold 3 Volumes. New
stock always arriving. Check our website
www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz  or telephone Wheels
on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575, fax 03 322 5180 or
email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your
Vintage wood work requirements, I can
reproduce your car’s woodwork from original
parts, patterns and photos. Model A parts
made to order, also Morris Traveller Van kits. N
Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau Rd,
Marton. Phone 06 327 6164.

VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201,
page 17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size
or made to your measurements. Phone/Fax
Allan on 06 844 3959 or 025 469 331 to
discuss your requirements. Allan Jones Joinery,
Napier. Member.

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.
New beaded rims available in some sizes.
Phone Vern Jensen 06 323 3995, 3 Cornish
Place, Feilding. Mem.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage
engines. Available in blank form or machined
to size required. Contact; George Calder, 307
Hoon Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338
5372, Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED.
We can restore that faulty pump, including fuel
resistant diaphragm. Work fully guaranteed.
Contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall St,
Christchurch 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 03
342 5677. Mem.

QUALITY NEW MOTORING BOOKS Over 500
interesting titles available, many now out of
print and many limited editions. Includes Alvis
Speed Models in Detail by Walker, Bugatti by
Wood, Daimler and Lanchester by Long, Napier
by Venables, Rover P4 by Taylor, Studebaker Cars
by Maloney, Beaulieu Encyclopedia of
Automobile Coachbuilding by Georgano plus
130 new titles due to arrive. Check our website
www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz  or telephone Wheels
on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575, fax 03 322 5180 or
email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

Example:
475-19

4ply

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA
562 595 6721 • Fax 562 595 0381

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES
Most models available in standard or
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.
Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

SPRITE HARDTOP CAMPER TRAILER 1976 fully
equipped. Norman Autocycle circa 1948,
complete and authentic 98cc single speed. Older
restoration. Norman Motorcycle circa 1951,
complete and original 125 cc three speed.
Model B1, Rego on hold. Morris Minor 1962,
very tidy and good runner. Needs minor rust
repairs for WOF, Rego on hold. Audi Coupe GT
1983, cooked motor. Good for parts or restora-
tion. Ariel Motorcycle and sidecar 1930, 550cc,
good rally condition. Older restoration. The B1,
Minor, and Ariel all have extensive spares, some
new or recond. Open to offers on any of above,
must reduce the fleet! Phone/fax 09 266 6824
email dewdrops@extra.co.nz Mem.

STOLEN from Christchurch address, 1936 Austin
7 Ruby older restoration, blue/black in colour.
No rego or warrant, had been stored 18 years.
Please contact Paul Harvey 03 3661 5697, or
021 747 006 during work hours.

STUDEBAKER PARTS 1918-25 Mainly mechan-
ical for Special and Big Six. Five near new 33 x 4
1/2 universal tyres. Veteran BSA motor cycle
engine. Ph 06 304 9466. Mem.

1925 WILLYS-KNIGHT PARTS FOR SALE four
cylinder engine, gearbox, diff, radiator, starter
motor, axles, front suspension etc, Offers. Also
Austin A40 Devon parts and A70 ones new and
second hand. Phone Vern 07 862 8256.
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Convert Your 

VINTAGE
VEHICLE
Into a Long Term
Investment
The McLeod Group will accept Vintage vehicles
as a swap toward a brand new apartment in
either Auckland or Christchurch (certain
conditions apply). Apartments are developed
with the finest engineering, design and
building standards. Indeed, a recent
Christchurch development has received a 
Civic Award. Examples are Citta, Alpha and
City Zone.

McLeod Group’s Principal, John Baker, is
currently developing a car museum at
Matakana so your treasured vehicle will be
valued by a fellow enthusiast.
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Cash for your car…
Book your advertisement in the next issue of Beaded Wheels.
Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 7,000 subscribers and members of the
New Zealand Vintage Car Club every issue – our advertising is read by
enthusiasts throughout the country and overseas. Do you need to find a buyer
for your vehicle, a vital piece for your restoration jigsaw puzzle or are you just
ready to gain some space in your garage? Get your message directly to the
people who need to hear it.

Up to 40 words including phone
number. Supply a colour photo of
your vehicle. Include SAE for return
of photo.
*$50 rate for VCCNZ members
only, non-member rate $54

$50*
Text & colour photo. WANTED 

FOR SALE

Tick which column 
you require

Payment must accompany your advert. Cheques should be made our to Beaded
Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to Marketplace, PO Box 13-140,
Christchurch. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive
discount rate. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for
FEBRUARY/MARCH issue 10 JANUARY 2004.

Up to 45 words including phone
number, no photo.
*$12 rate for VCCNZ members
only, non-member rate $16

$12*
Text only advertising WANTED 

FOR SALE

Tick which column 
you require

• Industrial Hard Chrome   • Industrial Chemical Cleaning
• Zinc Plating   • Gold Plating   • Tin Plating  • Copper/Nickel/
Brass/Chrome   • Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium

• Metal Polishing on steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass
• Wood Stripper

CALL JOHN BAKER 029 292 1252 OR
JOHN ZAM 029 920 3824 
OR FAX DETAILS TO MCLEOD GROUP
(09) 358 3056.
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1930 BUICK MODEL 45 PHAETON Winner
West Coast Branch Restoration of the Year
2001. Painted British Racing Green with black
guards and cream band. Twin side mounted
spares with mirrors, some spares and hand
books etc. Serious offers over $30,000. Phone
John 03 768 5373. Mem.

1930 Ford Model A Tudor. Restored. Excellent
motorcar. Has WOF & Reg. Drive home from
Alexandra for $24,500. Phone Murray on 03
448 6868

AUSTIN HEALEY (BUGEYE) 1959. Fully
restored, WOF & Reg. This smart little car is in
top condition and drives very well. $25,000 ono.
Phone 03 325 5005. Mem.

1926 MORRIS COWLEY TOURER. Excellent
condition, original in every detail. Great runner,
reliable. Original papers and handbook etc.
$16,000 ono. Phone 03 385 1979, Mem. or visit
www.classiccarfair.com   

FORD V8 1947 MERCURY SEDAN. Full
restoration on one family owner. South Island
car, best available anywhere. $29,500. Phone 09
818 4265. Mem.

1957 AUSTIN A30, Original little car with
11,000 mls. Has WOF & Reg. Drive away from
Alexandra for $3,000. Phone Murray on 03 448
6868.

MORRIS SERIES E TOURER. Rare 1939 4
seater English model with cutaway doors and
layflat windshield. 950 miles since full restora-
tion. New hood. Maroon with black guards and
beige hood. $12,500. Phone Alton 06 368 3063.
Mem.

1937 RUDGE ULSTER MOTORCYCLE 500cc.
For expressions of interest and details phone 
09 419 0373 or 027 294 3280, Auckland. Mem.

1928 DE SOTO FOR TENDER. Runs well, good
condition. Current WOF & Reg. Also 1930
Model A Fordor Sedan, reg lapsed. Highest or
any tender not necessarily accepted. Phone
evenings 03 434 8985 or 03 431 7708 or write
tenders vehicles, 5 Hannah Place, Oamaru.

1912 FIAT MODEL 2B 2816cc. Restoration
completed 2001. This is a roomy and comforable
Veteran car reluctantly for sale to make space
available for a new (and exciting) project. For
futher details phone Terry Wilson 03 680 6517
anytime.

1938 CHEVROLET ROADSTER (Holden factory
body). Restored by the late previous owner in
1989/91 only 126 produced by the Holden
factory, only known one in NZ, fitted with Blue
Flame motor, 12V system & dual fuel. Negotiable
price around $25,000. Phone 03 942 8789 or 981
4566 fax 03 942 4456. Email brass@xtra.co.nz

1936 AUSTIN 10 SHERBORNE. Excellent all
around condition. Reconditioned motor
numerous spares including motor and gearbox.
Current WOF and registration, genuine offers
please, reluctant sale. Phone 06 379 8948.
Mem.
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1930 CADILLAC LA SALLE V8 COUPE MODEL
341 for sale by tender. Unique opportunity for
investors or enthusiasts to secure this extremely
rare car. Superb condition, low mileage, one family
ownership from new. Tenders marked 1930
Cadillac/La Salle should reach 51 Haumoana St,
Rotorua by 30 Jan 2004. Highest or any tender not
necessarily accepted. Phone 07 347 8930. Mem.

1925 CHRYSLER 4 ROADSTER. Older restora-
tion, still a good runner, spare engine. Reg &
WOF, $25,000. Phone John Armiger 03 358
6533. Mem.

1971 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW.
All original condition, very well looked after,
89,514 miles, recently spent $8,595 on engine
repairs. $21,000 ono. Phone 07 332 5676.

CHEV 1 TON 1929 6 CYLINDER. Restored in
excellent condition, great promotional vehicle.
$8,500. Phone 09 833 8222 Jim, or 09 833 9233
Darren.

BUICK COUPE 1939. Fully restored, recent
motor, clutch and diff overhaul. Many spares
(Brenig trailer), Reg & WOF. $35,000. Phone 09
833 8222 Jim or 09 833 9233 Darren.

1943 CHEVROLET C6OL EX ARMY TRUCK,
has been kept under cover, reasonable
condition. Used for fun day activities. $8,000
ono. Phone 07 332 5676.

1934 MORGAN FAMILY (PVV1668) New engine,
hood, front seats, wiring, instrument panel,
steering wheel, king pins, tyres, all wheels recently
fully overhauled. Rear suspension strengthened.
Excellent runner. with spare engine (needs re-
assembling) and radiator. Minor woodwork
needed. $35,000. Phone 06 357 1978.

1920’S CAMPER. In one family since 1948. Tent
top renewed in 70’s. Wood spoked 21" wheels.
Bearings and 3 tyres new 1972 still as new.
Reg & WOF. $1500. Enquiries to dsbjb@xtra.co.nz
ph 03 548 5809 fax 03 548 5876 

1938 NASH AMBASSADOR 6 OHV. Twin ign, 3
owners from new, genuine 85,000 miles. Original
paint and upholstery in excellent condition, new
tyres, factory radio, heater, clock, overdrive, steering
lock, rear window blind all in full working order.
This car has an excellent Chch history. For further
information phone 03 208 5444, Gore. POA, Mem.

1924 FIAT 501 4 CYLINDER TOURER,
soft top and upholstery in good order. Original
papers, excellent condition. Driveable.
Mechanically sound. $23,000 ono. For further
information contact 09 426 3010.

1929 FORD MODEL A COLONIAL BODIED
PICKUP have original ownership papers to
prove so has VCC identity card, Reg & WOF.
Older full restoration, price by negotiation.
Phone 07 543 0061. Mem.

1935 AUSTIN 7 SPECIAL, rebored, new
pistons, ring and B/E bearings, lightened
flywheel, fully balanced, genuine Nippy head,
twin SUs and extractors, cam driven distributor,
new radiator, water pump c/r g/box, engine not
yet run in. $7,500. Phone 09 817 5654. Mem.
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HHaammccoo
IINNDDUUSSTTRRIIEESS

Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building &

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

For all of your requirements
contact us!

Ph/fax 03 755 6085 
Email

deb.ian.cameron@xtra.co.nz
PO Box 76

Blue Spur Road, Hokitika.
Mastercard and Visa Accepted

Model A & T
Parts

wheels trade di

FLYWHEEL & CRANK FOR 1904 10hp
Oldsmobile. French front model. Phone John
Armiger 03 358 6533. Mem.

1928-29 MODEL A FORD TUDOR SEDAN.
Complete or just body or Vintage anything
considered. Please e-mail Mackail@xtra.co.nz

1934 CHRYSLER HIGH SPEED DIFF Phone 04
388 8832. Mem.

1952 AUSTIN A40 DEVON RADIATOR CORE or
complete radiator in excellent order. Phone 07
378 0602. Mem.

28" WHEELS FRONT AND REAR to suit Veteran
motorcycle also Veteran carburettor wanted for
500cc motor cycle. Phone Peter Wk 03 354 4009
ah 03 388 8901. Mem.

AUSTIN SEVEN SOURCEBOOK by Bryan Purves
wanted, also MK III Zephyr 4 badge for front
valance, Ford radio choke and light knobs.
Phone Graeme 09 444 8447 email
graban@ihug.co.nz Mem.

BELT PULLEY FOR REAR WHEEL Vintage
Motorcycle. Must be 18 inch diameter and
sound condition. Buy or swap. I have a 16 inch
Douglas pulley. Phone 07 868 7425. Mem.

DAIMLER 15 1933 Telegauge approx 2"
diameter. Engine/gearbox located Wellington
please contact. BSA L29 350cc OHV complete
engine or parts. BSA SCOUT Coupe. Phone
Graeme 07 549 2152

ENGLISH COLLECTOR OF PRE 1918 AEC,
Thornycroft, Napier, etc seeks anything from a
button to a complete vehicle. Please send
details and photo with relevant numbers to Pat
the Anorak, Glazebrook Farm, Ashingdon,
Essex, England, SS43Jl or phone 001 702
206686 for a confidential cash offer.

OIL CO ENAMEL ADVERTISING SIGNS, any
motoring related signs; Motor Spirit; tyres; etc.
Any items Big Tree; Texaco; Sternol; Europa;
Sinclair; Valvolene; oil bottles; delivery drivers
hat badges; sample tubes of oil. Interested in
anything related to early motoring. Phone 09
444 4066, R Ballantyne. Mem.

FORD SPANNER, size 9/16 or 5/8. Ford script
with A17016 on opposite side, spanner is 1/4
inch thick at hex ends. Phone 03 382 3228.
Mem.

HEDSTROM INDIAN CARBURETTOR or any
internal parts for same. Any condition also any
part whatsoever for Hedstrom cycle or mechan-
ical appreciated. Phone Roley 09 846 9743.
Mem.

INSTRUCTION BOOK OR PHOTOCOPY  1922-25
Binks 3 jet clamping carburettor as fitted to
motorcycles of that period. Glen Bull 04 377
4490. Mem.

WANTED TO BUY AMERICAN COUPE APPROX MID 1930s to mid
1940s, six or eight cylinder. Prefer top
condition but older restoration requiring
minor TLC considered. Phone 09 422 2439.
mem.

WANTED TO BUY ROADSTER OR ROADSTER
Pickup 1928-1931. Model A or similar. Must
be roadworthy, preferably restored. Cash
buyer. Phone 04 478 3836 evenings. Mem.

MOTORCYCLE BOOKS, MAGAZINES,
BROCHURES, any quantity, large or small
anywhere in NZ. Phone 021 623 354 Ian. Mem.

SIDECAR PREFER EARLY 1950s to suit 1953
Ariel Square Four. Contact John or Kerry Phone
04 902 4862. Mem.

WEBER 40DCO3 Sand cast carburettor. Phone
03 366 9988 Bus hours.

TheTheThe

UK-based, The Automobile is the only
international magazine devoted exclusively
to pre-1960 cars and commercial vehicles.

Every issue packed with articles by leading
motoring journalists and old-car experts.

Profiles vehicles from all corners of the
world, including New Zealand, and contains
informative technical articles and restoration

features.

The Automobile is now available on
subscription in New Zealand at £59 for

12 issues.
◆ save $$s on the news-stand price
◆ pay by credit card
◆ delivered by airmail in the month

of issue.

For information and a free sample copy contact:

Douglas Ormrod, 56 Whitehaven Road,
Glendowie, Auckland. Phone or fax 09

575 4879

TheTheThe
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Specialising in Ladies and Gents Vintage clothing,
formal wear, ballgowns and evening dresses. 

• Accessories – boas, gloves, hats etc •
•Gents Harris tweed • Jewellery • tailcoats •

• furs • furniture and collectables. •

IN VOGUE
costumes and collectables

40 Rosemont Road. Waihi, Bay of Plenty
Phone 07 863 9366, email: invogue@clear.net.nz

40 Rosemont Rd, Waihi Two shops side by side 

Come and be inspired!

VINTAGE
TE PUKE

A UTO BARN
Where older cars are seen and loved.

The fascinating history of motoring that you
can appreciate up close.

Phone 07 573 6547
Te Puke - Rotorua Highway (next to Kiwifruit Country)

RD9, Te Puke, New Zealand
visit our website

www.vintagecars.nzhere.com

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592 

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch  •

de directory • beaded wheels trade directory • 
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PENRITE
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

Listings for over 800 models

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

quarter page advert for parrot
instruments
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Enquiries
Phone 07 827 4317

Email: w.classic@xtra.co.nz

40 Beaded Wheels

swapmeet&rallies

ADVERTISING DEADLINE 
FOR DECEMBER / JANUARY ISSUE 10 NOVEMBER 2003

SWAP MEETS
and rallies

SWAPMEET &
COLLECTABLES DAY

Horowhenua VCC and 
Manawatu Classic Motorcycle Club

Levin A&P Showgrounds, Entry via Tiro tiro Road

Saturday 3 April 2004

This day is primarily for Vintage car buffs, but Hotrod,
Classic cars, Motorcycles, 4 wheel drive buyers and sellers 

will be there, along with all sorts of other collectables.
Plus a Car Auction.

Fast food Outlets too.

Sellers $6 per site. Covered sites $10

Open Friday 2nd April for setup
Open 8am Saturday 3rd April

Admission $5 per person

Enquiries: Alton Harrison 06 368 3063

See You There

BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH NZVCC

Anniversary Weekend 
Rally 

24-26 January 2004
Sapphire Springs, Katikati

Once again this event will be centred at
Sapphire Springs. 

Limited Motel accomodation available on site. 
Also camping sites available. 

Motels also available in Katikati, 
a short drive away.

Again an easy, scenic rally is planned.

Entry forms available from 
Rally Secretary

Clive & Maureen Gardner,
12 Twickenham Close

KatiKati
Phone 07 549 2007

SWAPMEET
Motorcycle Only
Organised by the Waikato Classic Motorcycle Club

New Zealand’s largest
MOTORCYCLE ONLY

Swap Meet. 

Fully covered venue.
Waikato events Centre,
Claudelands, Heaphy
Terrace, Hamilton.

4th April, 2004. 

Gates open at 7am
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Biennial Motorcycle Rally
24 and 25 January 2004

Enter now for this event which is being held in the Wellington area over a choice of
routes catering for all classes of motorcycles. 

If you've been before you'll know what a great event we run. 

Contact the Rally Secretary, 4 Miles Crescent, Wainuiomata, for an entry form. 
Telephone: 04 977 6212 •  Facsimile: 04 977 6213 • Email: desvinten@paradise.net.nz

Look forward to seeing you!

VCC Wellington Branch

2004 NATIONALSOUTH ISLAND

EASTER RALLY
Nelson Branch 40th Anniversary

EASTER 2004  9 - 12 APRIL 

Contact Rally Chairman Geoff Morris 03 547 4494 •  Chief Marshall John Stickney 03 546 8778
Rally Director John Barker 03 545 0652 •  Email baby7@ihug.co.nz

THE NELSON BRANCH OF THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB (INC)
invites you to Entryforms available

from your branchsecretary

SWAP MEET & MARKET
SUNDAY 12 OCTOBER, 2003  - BAYPAC COOLSTORE
Totara Street, Mt Maunganui

NZVCC Inc Bay Of Plenty Branch

• VINTAGE CAR DISPLAY • CAR PARTS OLD & NEW • GARAGE SALE • COLLECTABLES •
• BOOKS OLD & NEW • A MUST FOR CAR ENTHUSIASTS • FOOD • HOT AND COLD DRINKS •
All catering by BOP VCC – No other refreshment stalls permitted. 

Further information from Ray Singleton 07 573 6547.

Gates open 7am • Seller’s Vehicles & Driver $5 • All others $3 • Children Free

swapmeet&rallies

VCC Wellington Branch

TRENTHAM RACECOURSE, WELLINGTON

CLASSIC AMERICAN
C A R S H O W

Sunday 8 February,  8.00am - 4.00pm  (Includes Car Show)
Public $5 • Family $7 • Vendor and open site $10 • Accompanied Children Free

This event is of interest to all collectors of Vintage and Veteran cars, collectibles of every kind, motorcycles,
hot rods, one make clubs etc. Garage sale/boot sale available. 
For any further information phone Adrian 04 528 7573 evenings or Fax 04 939 1008.
This event organised by the Early American Car Club. PO Box 6086 Te Aro, Wellington.

SWAPMEET
2 1 S T A N N U A L
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CAR SHOW SUNDAY (car and driver free)
In by 11.00 am not out before 3.00pm.
Cars admitted to show at gate keepers discretion

PUBLIC ADMISSION $8 PER DAY
Sites $35, 1 or 2 days includes site and driver.

Gates Open 7am Saturday, 8am Sunday

42 Beaded Wheels

27th PUKEKOHE SWAP MEET 
Organised by the Auckland Branch of the  Chevrolet Enthusiasts Club of N.Z. (Inc.) 

Prizes for  • Vintage • Veteran • Post War • Modified • Modern • People’s Choice • 
Most Original  •  Best Japanese & Best Motorcycle

Y

A & P Showgrounds, Pukekohe
Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 February 2004

NO DOGS ALLOWED ON A & P GROUNDS
TRADE SPACES ONLY MAY BE PRE-BOOKED!

For more information phone Bill 021 902 602

Southern Festival of Speed Otago Daily Times/Fulton Hogan 

Dunedin Classic & Historic
HILLCLIMB & STREET RACE

ENTRIES CLOSE FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER 

February 21-22 2004 
See our web page at www.dunedin-tourism.co.nz/sfos/  for details and to download

Dunedin Regulations or email Secretary at sfos@es.co.nz or post at PO Box 5566, Dunedin

swapmeet&rallies
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NINETEENTH  NATIONAL
MOTORCYCLE RALLY
Cambridge Feb 11-13 2005

Come and experience the Waikato on roads not just outstanding 
for their scenery but their sheer riding pleasure.

ENTRY FORMS AVAILABLE SOON.

ADVANCE
NOTICE
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Ashburton Roger Hart
Enjoying motoring is the key to what

the club is all about. Local members have
certainly been doing this in the lead up to
here comes summer.

The first stage of the pragmatically
named Opening Run on 14 September saw
eighty vehicles (equal representation from
Ashburton and South Canterbury) meet
at the Rangitata Bridge. Stage two took
the entourage on to the lunch venue  in
the spacious grounds of the very impres-
sive Four Peaks Lodge. Field tests, which
followed at Woodbury Domain saw our
Gary Hawke show South Canterbury how
to do it.

An appropriately glorious day for the
Spring Rally on 19 October saw a great
turn out of forty two vehicles, including a
lone motorcyclist and an impressive array
of classic sports cars. This interesting rally
ended at Russell Brodie’s airstrip on
Rangitata Island.

Few knew of the airstrips existence or
that they were going to meet and have the
chance to join up with a fly-in with lots of
micro-lights and light aircraft. Even fewer
of the previously brave rally drivers and
navigators lined up for a flight in the two
seat micro-lights because of the then
blustery conditions.

Valerie and Peter Knight, 1952 Austin
A40 Devon won this rally while the
Stockdale Jaguar E-type, revelling in the
opening spaces, slotted neatly into forty
second place.

Club Captain Steve Gielingh has been
noted in a 1936 Austin York. This sort of
chocolate coloured, one previous family
owner (Cadburys?) car is very original,
with an interesting history. 

The first ID card vehicle photo and
help with the form day was well
supported so another will take place on
30 November. 

The Club is glad to welcome new
members - Malcolm Dellow with his 1948
Ford V8 Pickup – Gerry and Suzanne
Power and their 1927 and 1928 Essex Super
Sixes - Ruth Kinvig with a brace of
Morrises, a 1937 8 Sports and 1948 Series E.

Auckland John Stokes
The branch extends its condolences to

the families of Ernie Brickell and Russell
Meill. Ernie joined the club in 1957 and
had an association with it prior to this. He
started with a 1925 Rhode and actively
motored a 1930 Ford Model A tourer until
quite recently. In the last few years a 1939
Ford V8 was completed and used. Ernie
maintained an interest in commercial
vehicles with a Ford V8 truck he had used
in his work. Russell joined in 1958 and
initially restored a 1924 Buick tourer to an

exceptional standard. In more recent times
his interest turned to motorcycles and he
was the proud owner of what is alleged to
be the oldest surviving Norton, c1902, in
the world. He was also an active and early
proponent of tiddlers and moped activities.

Veteran: By the time you read this
prominent Veteran enthusiast Barry
Birchall will have married Nicola North
and we wish them many happy years
together. Jim Francis has sold the 1917
Westcott Tourer to Grant Stott of
Wellsford Branch after forty odd years
ownership. This very original car was
acquired by Jim from Wellington.

Vintage: Bill Miller has got all his 1929
Marquette roadster home and has got a
donor car in the South Island. Derek
Dixon is progressing with the 1925 Alvis
12/50 Ducksback he brought from the
South Island. The 1926 one he brought in
Australia some eighteen months ago has
been moved to David Batterton and body
framing is now underway on that car.

PV PWV: Mike McGinley has bought
a 1932 Austin Seven Tourer ex
Otorohanga. Only about five hundred of
these tourers were built and it has the
advantage of a tough four-speed herring-
bone gearbox. New PV members are John
and Maureen Akersten with a 1938 Morris
14/6 and a 1951 Morris Commercial,
Trevor and Adele Burnnand 1967 Jaguar S
Type, Mark and Margaret Treneman 1957
MG A roadster and Barry and Bev Firth
1972 Vauxhall Victor.

Commercial: Alven Bonney has
bought a 1938 International D1 ex the
Watchorn collection. Kevin Whitham has
sold a very original Trekka to a director of
the firm that made them. Jason Delamore
has got two extra 1942 five ton Chevrolets
one of which was originally owned by the
New Lynn Borough Council. Carole
Gordon has joined as a joint member with
husband Don and the Diamond Ts.

Motorcycles: New motorcyclists are
Peter Williams 1952 BSA ZB 51 and
Trevor Scarborough 1952 BSA Golden
Flash. Jeff Taylor has bought a 250cc Ariel
Leader while Martin Spicer has completed
a rebuild of his 1960 BSA Golden Flash,
Martin has owned this bike since 1964.
Don Green is doing a rebuild of his 1968
Norton Commando and it is actually Peter
Spiller and not Peter Cooper who has just
about completed a 1930 Royal Enfield.
Fourteen Aucklanders entered the
Taranaki Rubber Duckie rally with John
Watson taking third Vintage on his 1929
Scott Flying Squirrel and Roseanne Bright
taking first woman and second PV on a
1932 Royal Enfield two stroke. 

The appearance of the Vintage Harley-
Davidsons from Auckland astounded

many Americans at the Harley Centennial
at Milwaukee.

Events: A very successful Saturday
Night at the Movies was held at the
clubrooms recently. This was done along
the line of 1940s to 1960s movie show
with ninety or so people in attendance.
September club night saw a substantial
audience listen to a talk by Jon Smyth on
the military/naval tunnels under North
Head in Devonport and what they may
contain. We also held a successful book
sale in our library recently. This greatly
reduced the number of duplicate books
and gave us funds to buy new ones.

Hunua 100: This years Hunua, dubbed
the Westward Ho Hunua attracted some
sixty-nine entrants, two Veteran, thirty-
eight Vintage, nine PV, thirteen PW and
seven P60V, for a scenic run in north-west
Auckland. Three or four rear wheel braked
entrants, including two Veteran Fords
were seen. Shirley Bovis, her family and
other helpers were kept busy manning
checks and the lunch stop at North Shore
Branch’s clubrooms. The rally finished at
MOTAT and was won by Brent and
Dagmar Bellamy in the 1928 Ford Model
A. About eighty people, many dressed in
western costume, attended an excellent
social at our clubrooms.

Bay of Plenty Joe Marsden
It has been a wet couple of months in

the Bay of Plenty but that has not stopped
the members enjoying a busy calendar.
This started off with a very interesting talk
by Jan Burt at the September meeting
night. She trained as an air hostess with
the National Airways Corporation and
was stationed in Christchurch. The
flights covered most of the country from
Invercargill to Auckland, sometimes
necessitating an overnight stay. It was not
always a glamorous occupation, but there
were many interesting moments. Often
homeward bound football teams and
supporters would be ready to celebrate
and become rowdy. There were ground
duties to be performed also. The aircraft
fleet consisted of Viscounts, DC3s and
Fokker Friendships.

The midweek run went to the
Compass Village to see the film Bridge
over the River Kwai at the Carrus Theatre.
Then on the 28 September we celebrated
the club anniversary with a two-hour run
organised by Arnold Mortensen. This
took us around some of the hilly country
to finish at the Omokoroa Boat Club
where there was welcome shelter from
the rain for our lunch stop. Overall
winners were Les and Helen Duggan.
There were 36 cars on the run so the
lunch venue was at capacity.

idle idletorque
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All our October activity took place in
the space of one week, starting off with the
Swap Meet on the 12th. Although the
venue was under cover, the very wet day
did deter a fair number from attending.
Some brave souls came away with good
finds and so were well rewarded. Next day
was our meeting night and Shiny Parts
Auction. Dave Ryan and his helpers not
only made a nice profit for club funds but
provided a lot of hilarity in the process.

October 15 saw 19 cars and crew turn
out for the midweek run to Carruth
Retirement Village to let the old timers
reminisce and then moved on to the
Matua Rest Home to do the same. After
all the talking we adjourned to Kulim Park
for a well-earned picnic lunch. Sunday 19
brought the final event for this month, the
Lady’s Trophy run. Fourteen starters set off
on a round trip from the Waipuna Park up
through Oropi Gorge and back to the
starting point. This is a most enjoyable
drive and the successful lady driver was
Noeline Linkhorn.

New members are Ian Gordon, 1936
Morris 12, Jenni Lord, Rod and Delwyn
McCallum 1945 Chevrolet 15cwt Pickup
and Ray and Dixie Butler 1958 Borgward
Isabella. Finally, Gordon Hyslop’s
Chevrolet truck is finished and sign
written with his old Gate Pa Garage name
on the door. Lindsay MacKereth has
brought a 1935 Plymouth coupe over from
the Waikato. This will soon be on the road
as it is a very complete car only requiring a
good tidying up. Arnold and Dulcie
Mortensen have found a very nicely
restored 1936 Chrysler sedan in North
Auckland and that has a new home in
Tauranga now.

Canterbury Tony Becker
Let us face it. Swap Meet 2003 was an

even wetter repeat of Swap Meet 2002
and 2001. With lovely weekends strad-
dling our big one, how come we again
picked the wet weekend which swamped
the whole country?

Friday was good enough with busy
buyers enjoying their first pick of the
offerings on Members Day. Saturday
dawned fine attracting a large lively crowd
of bargain hunters until early afternoon
when the rains came down and sent the
majority scurrying for home. The rain was
continuous from then until late into
Sunday night with some heavy falls by
that evening making camping conditions
uncomfortable even for the few hardy and
committed who elected to hang on.

Of course Monday was a great day to
dry out and the small team of loyal
members who attended to the return of
Cutler Park to serene normality appreci-
ated the turnaround, which continued
warm and sunny through the following

couple of weeks.! The high standard of
displays and sites had continued to
enhance Canterbury Branch Swap Meet as
the one not to miss, deserving of better
conditions.

Some good fun again permeated theBi-
Annual Women Drivers’ Rally with most
contestants adopting fashions appropriate
to their cars’ era. Images of Myra and
Carmen Saunders, Katrina Burbery (who
won the event) the Sword family, Andrea
Dallow and Leigh Craythorne graced the
pages of October’s Hub Magazine.

Also the 9-90’s 21st Anniversary
Luncheon at the Cashmere Club after a
Vintage, somewhat dusty run, through
Waimakariri vineyards and quiet sealed
country roads was very well supported. A
novel questionnaire enhanced the run. 

The Motorcycle Section’s mystery bus
trip featured members making a ‘spectacle’
of themselves as part of the plan. The
wackiest most flamboyant spectacles won
prizes for Nigel and Carmen Saunders with
novel creations. The bus trip visited previ-
ously unknown educational venues and
was a very social enjoyable trip organised
by Royce Baker.

Esme Humm, Vintage Convener, was
responsible for a highly enjoyable Annual
Rally which traversed the Port Hills to
Diamond Harbour for a friendly lunch. In
the afternoon the 65 Vintage cars drove to
Motukarara for a time trial and field tests.
On the lovely day they made a great sight
winding over Gebbies Pass. 

Field Test winners were Barry
Townshend, John and Margaret Wallis,
and Tony and Leigh Craythorne respec-
tively, while overall, the winners order
altered to John and Margaret Wallis, Barry
Townshend and Gill Elwood.

The Annual Motorcycle Girder Rally
to Akaroa drew over 40 entrants Mike
Glenday organised a highly enjoyable day
with few problems.

As we head into the busy time from
November plans are in place for the
Homestead Run, this year to Mid
Canterbury and the Show Weekend Tour,
to South Canterbury. More on these
events later.

Central Otago John Loudon
June 29 was a form filling day including

vehicle inspections. We had a good turn
out with 30 cars arriving. Our secretary Alf
with his trusty camera managed the
photography and there were no excuses for
not being included as all the correct papers
were sent off when we finished. We had
the parts shed open as well and a few more
dollars went into the kitty. A special
thanks to the girls who provided the
lunch.

July 27 was our Shiny Parts Auction, a
description not a reality. All items were

donated from sheds or garages of members,
a great opportunity to unload some
unwanted treasures. Alan Sutton was the
auctioneer and he kept things moving
along and shifted items from the table into
hands sometimes even before the bids.
One lucky member sold two moped tubes,
just the thing we thought for a recent
purchase, discovered that one was a long
rubber tube not an easy item to pump up
but very cheap at the price. A yarn over
afternoon tea and all were friends again.
Some of the purchases ended up in the
parts shed much to our surprise. Thanks
guys. 

August 10 saw a few hardy souls
venture out on a picnic run to Wanaka
with a visit to the transport museum and
other places of interest. A games afternoon
on the 24 August was enjoyed too by all
who attended.

Our annual Blossom Festival Rally on
27 September attracted 51 entries which
was an excellent turn out with perfect
weather for most of the day. A few
different cars and people this year. A new
format had the run starting after the main
parade at 1 pm. A short timed section
ended at a members paddock where we
had lunch and four field tests. The run
proper filled in the afternoon and finished
at the clubrooms at Cromwell for a noggin
and grizzle session with another quiz paper
to be completed, a test of brain power
(some like us hid theirs). The day was
completed with a meal and prize giving at
the Cromwell Golf Club. Overall winner
was Bill King with his MGB. Peoples’
Choice went to Bill Partel with 1938
Chevrolet sedan. A new restoration and
very nice indeed. Wendy Martin won all
the motorcycle trophies on her NSU
Quickly (was going slow when I saw it). A
game girl indeed and the only motorcycle
on the run. 

Next day the 28 September was our
Swap Meet cum Sale Day with a very busy
morning. The event was over by lunch
time and there did not seem to be as much
rubbish stuff about this year with a better
selection of ‘come in handy some time’
material. Proceeds from this will go toward
a new shed of the lean-to type to store stuff
undercover eventually.

Restoration news has been slow lately
apart from Bob Turnbull doing a bit more
Bugatti work while the Humber sits quietly
in the corner. Robert Duncan has sold the
Chrysler 77 Roadster up north, wait and
see what it will be replaced with.
Something pretty good I reckon. Bob and
Marg Matheson’s Cadillac now has an
overdrive fitted which should help on long
trips and flat running with much improved
economy. Their 1938 V8 pickup is all
painted and ready to finish off. It really
looks the part in dark green and a nice
unit for anyone’s shed.

0bw265-new  11/25/03  11:20 PM  Page 45



46 Beaded Wheels

idletorque

Annual Trophy run. The route took the
cars through the Manawahe hills and back
to the coast road, turning off again to drive
through the Otamarakau Valley and after
crossing the main highway eventually
arriving at the home of Sandy Piercy and
Paul Lett. Here, everyone was treated to
afternoon tea and enjoyed a look around
Sandy and Paul’s museum. 

Believe it or not – Eastern Bay of
Plenty actually won the trophy for the day
(by a very small margin.) October is
proving to be a very busy month for us as
we prepare for the Commercial Rally to be
held at Labour Weekend.

Far North Dave Duirs
At last we have had a few fine days

after weeks of miserable mud….spare a
thought for the dairy farmers who have
been on once a day milking since calving.
Hopefully Vintage motoring weather is on
its way.

Sixteen vehicles joined Lyn and Wyn
Matthews’ Wander which took us to
Tokerau Beach for an amazing look at
wooden carved fish. Then with many
tricky checks and clues around
Whatuwhiwhi we made our way to
Rangiputa by the sea for an afternoon
cuppa just before the rains came down.

The Hokianga Spring Time and Eco
Tour starting from historic Rawene had a
good muster in spite of the rotten forecast
and we were treated to a look at a retiring
dairy farmer’s orchid “hobby” followed by a
run through Opononi to the look out over
the harbour entrance and then back over
the mountains to Taheke to our next look
stop at a huge hand built home – mud
brick, stones and totara logs served by a
water turbine from a water fall near by.
The small town of Rawene is congratu-
lated and thanked for its generosity in
sponsoring this run.

The monthly club meeting was held in
Keri Keri with a good muster after which
members had the opportunity to visit the
new Vehicle Testing Station thanks to
Len Webb. A potluck dinner followed by
a slide show and chat about the Duirs’
experiences on the Peugeot Redex rerun
in Australia. 

A good turn out to the pre Far North
Tour working bee at the clubrooms had
the premises looking smart for the event.

We hope the weather will be kind to us
for our big Vintage and Classic Show and
Autojumble in January.

Gisborne
Our Annual Dinner was held at the end

of August and the 40 people who attended
had a good night. Our September club
night was well attended and there was
much interest and discussion on the filling

This weekend is the Fiordland Rally to
Te Anau so we will have a report in due
course. 

Eastern Bay Of Plenty Sue Moore
In August the club held another

successful Garage Raid and were this time
joined by members from Bay of Plenty,
Rotorua and South Waikato branches.
About 80 cars were gathered at the lunch
venue and then followed a series of
restoration projects including Robert
Watchorn’s workshop showing a ’49 Chev
ute and an International truck both
halfway through restoration, and a Ford
pickup, VW ute and A30 all ready for the
road. An unusual and interesting stop was
to look at a mould being made for a K400
Mercedes to be completed in fibreglass. 

The ladies had the option of visiting an
Alpaca farm at Thornton and the Fibre &
Spinners Club exhibition being held at
the Whakatane Museum. 

Also in August about 50 members met
at the RSA Club for dinner – our thanks
go to Nobby Clarke for arranging this
great social evening. Incidentally, Nobby
and Jean are now driving around in a 1955
Wolseley 4/44 (ex Murray Miles of
Kawerau) having sold the 1937 Morris 8 to
new member Dave Henson.

A lovely sunny morning in September
saw 14 cars heading for Te Puke for an
interesting drive around the Western Bay
of Plenty. After meeting up with Val
Gibbons (who had organised the day’s
run) and receiving our instructions, we
drove through the Welcome Bay road to
Tauranga and then took the new section of
SH 2 through to Te Puna. Lunch stop was
at the Te Puna Quarry Park and the more
fit and energetic of our group took the
opportunity to walk around these beautiful
and innovative gardens. After leaving the
park we headed towards Minden Hill and
made a surprise visit to our member
George Bond who was celebrating his 70th
birthday with family and friends at his
daughter’s home. No wonder George and
Maureen were not with us on the run!
Congratulations over, we walked to the
end of the road to view an array of orchids
being commercially grown for the export
market. Back on the road we drove to the
Minden Heights Lookout and after
admiring the view took the Poripori Road
back to the main highway and onto the
new “toll” K route which led to the bridge
over the Tauranga Harbour to Mount
Maunganui. 

Also in September we hosted a visit of
12 cars from the Gisborne VCC who
arrived at Awakeri on Friday 26 and joined
us for a “noggin and natter” at Bert
Watchorn’s museum in the evening. After
lunch on Saturday 15 Eastern Bay of
Plenty cars joined with them for the

out of the VIC forms. We should have a
decent pile of them heading to
Christchurch in the near future.

Tony Bartlett’s annual Navigators’
Trophy Trial was held on August 31, and
as usual was quite testing. The instructions
were to ignore roads or streets containing
the words ‘to’ ‘do’ or ‘so’. Need I say more
.. try it at your place some time! The
winners were Janet and Ray Squires in
their Chev with Rosalie and Allan
Douglas second in the Morris Minor 1000.

The Annual Inter-Branch gathering
with the Eastern Bay of Plenty Branch
took place on the weekend 26-28
September  with a dozen vehicles travel-
ling to Awakeri for another enjoyable
weekend as their guests. All travellers
managed to get home before torrential rain
caused slips and fallen trees in the
Waioeka gorge area.

The Annual A & P Show was held on
17 and 18 October, and once again our
Branch put on a display of 18 club-eligible
vehicles for the public to view.

We are expecting a visit from the
Hawke’s Bay Branch on 8 and 9
November. They are coming up to raid our
parts shed on the Saturday and we will
entertain them to a barbecue meal in the
evening. On the Sunday the visitors will
breakfast at our clubrooms before
returning to Hawke’s Bay via the Tiniroto
Road, lunching at the Marumaru Tavern.
Our members have been invited to take
part in the run to Wairoa, and our editor
Janet Squires has organised a run back
home from Wairoa for us. It should be a
great weekend! 

Our Branch is now 30 years old and we
will celebrate the occasion by cutting the
cake at the above Saturday night function,
an ideal time to celebrate it as we were a
sub-branch of the Hawke’s Bay Branch

GARAGE RAID

South Canterbury Branch Members enjoy lunch
and look around Dave Diamond’s extensive yard.
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(the first such sub-branch in the Club)
before becoming a full branch.

On the restoration scene Alan Destry
has commenced working on one of his
1937 Lincoln Zephyrs, and has added two
more to his collection. He also tells me
that there is a 1938 model in a shed just a
few minutes from my house which I never
knew about! A peep in Mark Dunn’s shed
recently revealed another Model T in the
making, this time a veteran tourer, as well
as a rather sleek looking machine with
Buick mechanicals. He also seems to have
taken a fancy to Ford Capris, with at least
four of them lurking about the place.

A recent find is a 1960 Vauxhall PA
which was last registered in 1972-73 and
has been shed bound since. A nice
Hillman Imp station wagon has left this
district and gone to a good home in the
Waikato area.

Gore Ron Osborne
On 23 August, 30 members attended a

very entertaining quiz evening. The
Invercargill Branch’s Annual Auction
night on 28 August was attended by a few
of our members. This is always a fun night
with a lot of laughs. Our opening run was
held on 21 September with 22 cars leaving
our clubrooms from 1.30 pm onwards. After
a circuitous route through Glendu, down
through Mataura and via the back road to
Wyndham we reached Mimihau, where a
stop was made to view a selection of trophy
heads belonging to a private collection.
Afternoon tea was enjoyed at Mimihau
Hall before the return journey home.

The rally organised by the Central
Otago Branch in conjunction with the
annual Central Otago Blossom Festival
on 27 September, was enjoyed by a good
turnout of our members. The Swap Meet
held on the Sunday completed the
weekend.

After our October meeting, albeit brief,
we held our annual Auction Night. Not a
large turn out of local members but
numbers were swelled by Invercargill
members. A reduced number of car parts
were well complemented by other goods
and a good selection of vegetables,
homemade produce including cakes, buns
etc even some mint sauce! Auctioneer,
Gerry Kennedy, kept everyone amused and
on their toes. The least movement of any
sort was liable to land one with something
he did not want. If nothing else these
nights are always a lot of fun. 

The Fiordland Rally organised by a
committee combining four local branches
has been run and will hopefully have a
report in future. 

I do not know of much restoration work
going on at present, except for Starr
McDougall whose 1962 MG A which has

been restored recently and has picked up a
couple of concours prizes. The Thursday
night boys continue with working bees
doing odd jobs including polishing all the
brass work on the Merryweather fire
engine (of which there is plenty) and some
shelving work in the Parts Department.

Our near neighbours, Hokonui
Pioneer Park are extending their museum
building and as a result we have been
offered some extra land which will be
added to our car park. This will be of
benefit on rally days and when we have
our Bi-annual Swap Meets.

Another event of some significance
which is coming up in the early New Year
will be the 50th Anniversary of the
Dunedin to Brighton Run. This run is for
Veterans only and although in more recent
years the organisers have struggled to
attract good numbers, it is an achievement
for this event to have lasted so long. It is a
fact that today it is getting hard to coax
older cars out on rallies.

With Xmas approaching all the best
from us down our way.

Hawke’s Bay Rod McKenzie 
With the weather becoming warmer

activities in Hawke’s Bay are becoming
well attended by a good cross section of
our members. The annual hill-climb at Te
Onepu was supported by the Branch with
entries and marshals, along with several
folk entering from far afield. A good day
was had by all on the Saturday with
around 35 cars strutting their stuff at Te
Onepu, but the weather cut up on the
following day with heavy rain making the
Pukeora hill undriveable. The mossy
surface of one of the areas of road was so
slippery that it had one bloke able to do
wheel-spins with a car that quite possibly
had never had the power before. It would
have been foolhardy to continue, so the
entrants found other things to do with
their time such as raiding the garages of
unfortunates around the Bay.

In September, 25 cars and crews braved
the last of the winter weather to visit the
Norsewood area starting with a visit to the
historic Ormondville Railway Station
where it rained and continued to do so for
the rest of the afternoon. Many adjourned
to the “local” where the fire was going to
warm up. However, as it was very cold
most headed home early which was unfor-
tunate for the organisers who had put
together a good and interesting day.

In early October, the Central Hawke’s
Bay members had decided that a little
adventure for the troops would allow the
opportunity for a social evening, and a
night trial was put together by Bruce Poole
(1930 Chrysler 77). He must like this kind
of frolic, as he was involved in the organi-
sation of the very early Manawatu night

trials some 30 odd years ago, and still
hasn’t quite got over it. About 15 crews
enjoyed a twilight run to a stop where we
had soup and toast until it became dark.
Following this we roamed through the
dark to a late barbecue to watch one of the
first  Rugby World Cup games on TV.

The Hawke’s Bay Safari Rally to
Wanganui has produced about 30 entries
to date looking forward to the drive,
firstly over the Gentle Annie to Taihape,
and then a run up the river to Pipiriki the
next day.

The Veteran Rally in November is
looked forward to by the Veteran owners,
and we are promised quite faithfully that
not one Trigonometrical Station will be
seen this year. A pity really, as the view is
usually well worth the effort. 

The Annual Homestead run follows the
next day, and this is often attended by 50
or more entrants who enjoy the first days
of summer with a picnic with their family
and their old cars.

Are you coming to the Annual Art
Deco Rally in February? If you are
planning on joining us in the Bay at this
time, you had better contact the organisers
soon for your entry form. It looks like a
good turnout is expected again.

Horowhenua Peter Nightingale.
At the AGM in July the Branch

Officers were elected with some new faces
joining the committee. Alton Harrison is
still Chairman, with new face Peter Hull
chairman elect. Hec Newton has taken
over as Secretary and Tony Wallace
remains as Treasurer. Club Captain is Ray
Boswell with Bruce Wilde and Sandra
Lawn assisting. Laurie Jenson, Tom
Lancaster, Derek Ransom and Callum
Farmer make up the rest of the committee. 

The new club rooms are very comfort-
able and being well used. The seating has
been shifted around making everyone
nearer to the top table which assists those
who are hard of hearing. The flat has now
been turned into a committee room and
the library is ready to be set up. The old
clubrooms have been sold and the
thoughts are that a parts shed will be the
next project. The theme for the year is
motoring now that the major work
program has been completed.

At the National AGM our chairman
put up his hand to hold the 2005 National
North Island Easter rally and this was
voted on our last meeting with very good
support to hold the event. 

Marlene Wallace and Bryan Bull
organized the Night Owl night trial in
July. From the stories being told it was
enjoyed by all and finished with a sausage
sizzle at the clubrooms. Sunday Runs are
being organized by a different member
each month.
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In August Ray Boswell’s (Club
Captain) Rove the Ranges took partici-
pants from Shannon onwards. Eleven cars
and 28 members traveled through
Aokautere to Ashhurst, over the Saddle
Road to Woodville, on to Pahiatua and
home over the Pahiatua Track. A good day
out and enjoyed by all. In September a
gymkhana was held with a competition
between our branch and the Citroen Club.
I think they won. The branch was also
represented at the Foxton Spring Fling
Parade. Sandra Lawn set the October Run,
which took cars and occupants to
Rangiwahia on back country roads up the
alley stopping at the Ruapuna Museum.
She made this interesting by giving
instructions and interspersing these with
questions. The answers to these went
towards completing a crossword. As this
was her first try at organising something for
the club she was pleased it all went well.

We had an interesting visit by the
Wellington Branch for lunch on 10
August. They were accompanied by
Manawatu members who had organised a
run into the Horowhenua.

Manawatu Robyn Corpe
Welcome to Allan Hardacre as our new

Chairman, Allan joined the Branch in the
mid seventies when (smoky) meetings
were held in the now demolished aero-
club hall at the airport. Alan was one of
the many helpers during the building of
the new club rooms in the early 80s,
smoke free and very smart. The parts sheds
by the road are open first Sunday of the
month in the afternoon. Both sheds are
full with something for everybody. At the
August club night Ross Lawrence of
Lawrence Motor Trimmers gave an
excellent lesson on the ins and outs of
Vintage upholstery using some of the
leftovers from Allan Hardacre’s newly
upholstered 1923 Dodge.

Graham Miller from B & H Engine
Services in Palmerston North spoke at
the September meeting about Vintage
engine rebuilding. Both proved very
interesting evenings.

We welcome the following new
members – Bruce and Ingrid Lambie have
Austin 7s, Roger and Karen McLeod have
a Rover V8, Owen Collis has a Morris 12.
Ken and Lexie Mills from Dannevirke
with a 1925 Bullnosed Morris Cowley.

The Annual Swap Meet was held on 4
October. There seemed to be plenty of
keen sellers and buyers in spite of the
weather. Rain and mud did not seem to
put off the very keen buyers getting there
early for the bargains.

Results from the Vintage Only Rally held on 17
September
1 Trev and Sandy Hardy 1925 Chrysler

Brougham
2 Tony and Myra Lane 1929 Willy’s Knight
3 Bernie and Joan Svendsen 1927 Austin 7
4 John and Marian Garrett 1929 Chevrolet
Chrysler Cup Concours
Des and Maureen Locke 1930 Model A Ford
Furtherest Travelled
John Stokes and Royce Hannah 1930 Whippet

The rally was organised by our capable
Club Captain Roy Haywood and new
roads and great views were enjoyed from
Bulls to Hunterville. Our congratulations
must go to navigator of the winning car.
Her precision with average speed calcula-
tions is superb.

Nelson June Campbell 
Planning is well advanced for the

Biennial Rally at Labour Weekend, let us
hope the weather is kind to us this year
and not a repeat of the dismal showing in
2001 when our Rally day was a wash-out.

The Nelson Rover Club again hosted
their Nelson Classic and Collectables
Show Day on 7 September at the Pigeon
Valley Steam Museum. Although not a
VCC event, a good number of members
took advantage of the opportunity to give
their vehicles an outing and to browse
around the wide variety of makes and
models of Classic and Vintage vehicles on
parade as well as the steam machine
displays. The traction engine was kept
busy giving the children (and older
children) rides around the perimeter of the
complex.

‘Old Codgers’ Dennis King, Denis
LeCren, George Topliss and Ken Ivory
entertained us on our September Club
night with their memories of the old days
and the fun they used to have scouring the
country looking for treasures. The
September Club run was to a very inter-
esting Ford collection owned by Steve
Woodvine at his property at Hope. Also to
view was a replica shop and service station
all ready to serve petrol. 

We welcome the following new
members to the Club: Diane Morris (joint
with Ken) 1947 - Rover P2 Sports Saloon;
Eric & Junita Jackett - 1948 Jaguar; Paul
Adams - 1923 Studebaker Light 6 Tourer,
David & Sheree Ching - 1955 Standard 8
Sedan, Michael Connelly - 1946
Chevrolet Truck and 1965 Pontiac.

Rally Director John Barker reports that
registrations are coming in from the
North and South Island for the National
South Island Easter Rally 2004, this
promises a good weekend of motoring
with events for all. 

It is that time of the year again and
Nelson Branch members wish everyone
the compliments of the season, safe

driving and we look forward to your visit
to Nelson at Easter.

North Shore Peter Aitken
The Club’s extensive grass area has

been mowed by our tractor for the first
time for months, the land is the wettest
that I ever remember, but is now quickly
drying out with plenty of wind and sun.

16 July, the Club held a Reunion
Night, which turned out a huge success.
Seventy-one members attended, many
from way back.

In August the second Annual Triple
Combined Rally (Wellsford, Hibiscus
Enthusiasts, and NSVCC ) took place and
was a very enjoyable day - each Club
plotted a part and participants got plenty
of variety.

The Club’s annual ‘Spring Splendour’
tour this year in September, was to
Coromandel - always enjoyable and a
friendly, easy run. Len and Joy go to great
lengths to provide fun and interest, at a
moderate cost.

October’s run was an instructed tour to
the Bruce McLaren Trust workshop at
Whitford to view various McLaren racing
cars being rebuilt to very strict original
specifications in extremely immaculate
work areas. This was followed by a potluck
dinner back at the Clubrooms.

November is traditionally our ‘All
American Car Show’ but it is to be
changed to the ‘All American Car Picnic
Day’ (this year only) - open to past and
present owners, but closed to the public.
The Club will stage an all-new and
improved show for 2004. Parking, and the
road condition (still gravel) has necessi-
tated a change owing to the
redevelopment of the road and nearby
land. Our Annual Swap Meet is still on 29
November.

The Committee has decided to
introduce a Club Day (initially on the last
Sunday of each month) with varied activi-
ties - socializing, practice rallies, etc., and
we hope the sun keeps shining!

Northland An Austineer
Amazing how quickly two months go

when you are having fun and helping to
bring another Austineer into this world. 

The Swap Meet went very well, volun-
teers were busy feeding the masses and the
club spares did a roaring trade. Thanks to
all for donations of goods of all descrip-
tions. Eighteen members turned out for
the Fathers’ Day Run. This was based
around the Dargaville area and set as a
Scatter Rally. After the initial horror of
several contestants, participants settled
down and used maps to plot their own
courses. A lot of fun.
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has won one Dunvegan and the South
Otago Club run once. This years
Dunvegan was a trial for Ross running out
of fuel in whiteout conditions and later on
at Clarks Junction, what was thought to be
fuel mix separation forcing him to
abandon bike in a farmers barn. Ross also
rallies with Lorraine in a 1966 MG 1100.

Rotorua Doug Green
It has been a sad time for our branch.

We have lost two great members. First
Claude Lundburge who mainly joined us on
out of town trips with wife Colleen in their
Austin Sheerline called Lady Di. They also
had other interesting cars and trucks.
Second Gordon Caulfield was a long time
member and a keen car restorer. Gordon
was on many trips in his Chrysler fleet,
he also had Dodge and Fargo trucks and a
museum out Ngongataha way, full of old
and interesting memorabilia. Gordon
and Claude will be sadly missed by all
who knew them. It is hard when you lose
good mates.

On the happier scene Rotorua has
presented 25-year badges to Allan Young
who has Studebakers, Dave Mayhew with
his motorcycles, Bill Clouston who has a
Dodge. We also have presented a 35-year
badge to a very valuable member who
actually started the club, and has been
patron for many years and a good friend to

many. Yes. Syd Halliday, a great
gentleman. Syd has visited the South Pole
and gave us a talk on the subject. Syd is a
great patron. Congratulations to all 25 and
35 year badge holders.

Our club run for September was to a
Game Park in Taupo belonging to Murray
Matuscha on Palmer Mill Road, where we
saw deer, chamois, thar and even two
zebra. Murray has had the park for over 25
years and it was a very interesting visit.

Thirteen cars set out to the King
Country Journey Through Time Rally. I
have to say one of the best out of town
rallies in the North Island. King Country
put their heart into this rally which is held
on very isolated roads. It is great to be the
only cars on the road accompanied by pigs,
goats and cattle drovers. We had lunch at
Aria and the rally went through many
forgotten country towns which boomed in
the timber and sheep heydays when
money and jobs were easy to find. We all
had a great time and a wonderful trip.
Thank you King Country Branch – we
have booked in for next year.

Our club run in October is a barbeque
run put on by the person who won it last
year so is being organised by Lyn and Ken
Rowson. After the run it is back to the
clubroom for our barbecue dinner.

This year runs are organised by our
assistant club captain Andy Watson who is
doing a great job not only with the rallies
but setting up guest speakers and social
nights. Thank you Andy.

Southland Dave Harris
In late August a Garage Raid was held

in the Winton area. McGregor’s Museum
was our first stop. This place has been well
done and covers many aspects of our early
history in New Zealand and displays
something for everyone to view. Next stop
the Winton District Machinery Club
which is housed in the ex dairy factory just
north of town. A good number of tractors
are privately owned and get the odd run

Ross Matthews, 1957 197cc Francis Barnett, at
the start of the Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally.

A number of us attended the Flying A
dinner held at Waipu fire station. Two easy
straight-line rallies were set for Saturday
and Sunday. These afforded great views of
the coast and islands off shore. 

The Club Captain’s Rally went well
although it did rain heavily through the
Glenbervie forest track. This did make it
easy to keep down to the imposed speed
limits. A visit to the Nightingale’s collec-
tion rounded off another great day.

Our National Calendar event looms
closer. The Far North Tour starts on Friday
31 October with a barbecue at the
Clubrooms. The event will run until
Sunday 2 November with great motoring
in the Far North. This is always a very
social and relaxed weekend which has
been enjoyed by participants since the
early ‘70s.

Our Club Spares Open Day held on the
last Saturday of each month has become a
great trading day with incoming and
outgoing goods.

Motorcycle activities are rather
subdued, and no surprise after months of
rain most days. We are looking forward to
our Beach Run on 7 December and
Summer Daze! 

Otago Arthur Bennett
We held our GM night rally in

conjunction with the Vauxhall Club with
25 vehicles taking part. Keep the price of
gas down and the bigger engined cars can
go places giving their owners much more
pleasure. On our Veteran and Commercial
Rally we were four Veterans, Peter and
Esmae Fletcher 1913 Model T Roadster,
Tony Devereux 1917 Dodge and winner of
the Veteran Section Brian McConnachie
in John Gray’s 1914 Model T Tourer. In
the commercial section were Ian
Chittock of Gore in his 1917 Model T
Truck, section winner Glen
McConnachie in the McConnachie
family’s 1920 Model T Delivery Van, and
Kevin and Denise Priston in their 1930
Model A Delivery Van.

A good number of cars attended the
Alexandra Blossom Festival. George Martin
in his 1960 1.5 Riley sedan in the PV 60
Section and Bill and Sue Partel took the
concours prize in their newly restored 1938
Deluxe 4 door Chevrolet. All later moving
on to Cromwell to visit Central Otago
Branch Swap Meet. The Taieri Tour has
attracted a large number of entries. 

The Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally
became a tussle between men, machine
and weather. The latter winning by a
snowfall and a whiteout. Member Ross
Matthews entered the Dunvegan on his
1957 197cc Villiers motor, 4 speed gearbox
Francis Barnett. It had the smallest
capacity motor on the run and has been so
on all the Dunvegans Ross has entered. He
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Field Test - Team Event, Trevor and Norma Wilkes representing Southland in their 1931 Model A Ford.
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during the year. The next call went to
Mervyn Horrell’s large shed completely
full of tractors and proved to be the
highlight of the day. This would be the
largest private collection of tractors from
60 years back within New Zealand. This
was followed by a barbecue lunch at Ian
Ridd’s. On from here to Jim and Lillian
McKenzie’s home on the Browns Road to
look at his home museum. Jim is a great
person for handcrafts as well and he
displays many of his talents here. He also
owns a 1917 Model T touring car and
other memorabilia in another shed near
the house. Next visit was Ollie Olsson’s
double length car shed, which revealed the
birth of a Chrysler 77 Special. The final
call of the day was to Bruce Marshall’s
shed, also an interesting and enlightening
stop. He is well on the way to rebuilding
his 1936 English Morris 18/6. Also in the
shed sits a 1938 6 cwt Bedford Pick Up
Truck belonging to Ollie. Outside in
Bruce’s yard was a display of vehicles
owned by various members, a Chev 1 ton
truck, an International and two Leyland
P76 cars, all these vehicles had been
restored and were in running order.

The September Mid-week Run had a
good turnout and after a tour around
Otatara it was off to lunch at Cobb & Co.
From here it was on to the Fire Brigade
Museum and Fire Station, then to Bill
Richardson’s Restoration Workshop where
Ian Ridd carries out work on Bill’s Trucks
and finally to Murray Henderson’s to
check out his Jaguars.

A couple of weeks later a Straight Line
Run was held. This was intended as a
training run on how to follow straight line
instructions. Unfortunately the turn out
was very poor, but those who attended
enjoyed themselves on the short run to the
west of Invercargill.

October started with another Mid-week
Run. This run took a good number of
members out to Nightcaps and on to
Wairio where they were guests of the Ohai
Railway Board Heritage Trust. After a visit
to the museum they were treated to a good
lunch in the Wairio Hall. A very inter-
esting day.

Unfortunately the Moped Run to be
held on the first weekend in October from
Tuatapere to Riverton was cancelled due
to snow. This event will be rescheduled.

A good number of Southland members
went on the Fiordland Rally 2003. This
was a joint event organised by the Central
Otago, Gore, Southland and South Otago
Branches. It was an overnight run to Te
Anau. There were a few issues for
Southland members on this run, with Nev
& Nolene Coutts being late for the start
when the fuel line came adrift on their
Cortina and Doug and Judy Willis were
also late starting and then left Judy’s
Morris 8 Sports in Mossburn with cooling
problems. Dave Birss failed to make it
home in his Hansa when the clutch cried
enough. Many cars seemed to suffer from
overheating on the way home with a hot
Nor’wester blowing from behind but all
seemed to make it home.

South Canterbury  Bill Weir
A very successful Saturday was spent on

a tour around some of our members’
collections, starting from the Doncaster
Car Park at Washdyke.

Bill Washington’s yard in Washdyke
displayed a variety of vehicles including a
restored 1928 Chevrolet one ton truck – I
was not too sure about the bright yellow
colour, but it could be signwritten adver-
tising Mayflower Removals of USA as
their rigs were bright yellow. A 6 x 6 GMC
ex-army truck in very good order and his
1950 Buick in excellent condition with a
personalised plate WR1950 presumably
Bill’s initials, plus a very original 1937
Chevrolet attracted interest.

Dave Diamond’s extensive yard at
Sutherlands intrigued members with a
huge collection of cars, trucks and tractors.
Dave’s prime interest is restoring tractors
but he is also interested in old gear and
vehicles and does a bit of servicing on this
type of equipment for clients.

After lunch we travelled over the hill
into Totara Valley and up onto the hills to
Peter Cooke’s property. Peter has a very
well equipped and laid out workshop

where he gave us a demonstration of
magnetising Model T flywheel magnets. 

Peter’s Sno Cat is shown here in the
yard being inspected by members. We
know why Peter needs a Sno Cat as his
property is straight up and down with a
little bit of flat land in between.

Next call was down country to the Days’
residence at Seadown where Alistair’s
current project a very original 1939 Chev
Coupe is being prepared for painting.

August Noggin’ & Natter had the
Ashburton and South Canterbury
Branches competing for the Annual Quiz
Trophy. South Canterbury managed the
tricky questions set by Jim Geddes and
won for the second year running. 

We would like to welcome new
members, Melanie Waldron of Geraldie,
John Kyle and Esmay Pitt of Arowhenua
Road and Maurice and Dianne Jones of
Timaru to our club.

South Otago Bill Cross
Three of the Branch Moped members

were disappointed when the Southland
Branch Moped rally was put off on 4
October, but are looking forward to the
combined South Otago/Otago event on 7
December.

Wally and Alison Ollerenshaw
travelled to Alexandra on the 27
September and took away the PWV field
test trophy at the Blossom Festival Rally.
Wally and Alison entered in the 1952 MG
TD, while Percy Burrows took the 1928
Plymouth in the Festival Procession only.
Club Captain Wally has arrangements well
in hand for the Branch Weekender, to be
held in Southland on last weekend of
February 2004. Local A & P shows at West
and South Otago are again venues for the
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Bill Skeggs in his De Soto representing Southland in
the field tests during the Combined Central Otago,
South Otago, Gore and Southland VCC Rally to
Te Anau.

Tom Mcdonald racing around his 1936 BSA
saloon in the field test.

Peter Cooke demonstrates magnetising Model T
flygwheel magnets.

Peter Cooke’s Sno Cat gets the once over from
Southland members.
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local branch to display their vehicles.
Interest is also very strong for the
Fiordland Rally Weekend to Te Anau on
the 17 to 19 October.

Tony Smith gave a run down on filling
out the vehicle identity card at the August
meeting.

Three branch motorcyclists who took
part in the Dunvegan motorcycle event on
the 4 October were Robin Benington
riding his 1941 Indian, Phil Sell 1970
Triumph Trophy and Stuart McElrea 1970
Triumph Bonneville. Robin furnished the
writer with a thumb nail outline of the
very variable weekend.

The three South Otago members met
the main group who had started at
Dunedin, at Milton and made their way up
through the Manuka Gorge to Roxburgh.
At Roxburgh the Triumph Trophy broke
down and Phil spent the weekend in the
back-up vehicle. I believe Phil went back
for his bicycle the following week. The
1941 Indian had a few electrical problems
but managed to complete the trip.

By this stage of the journey the weather
had turned atrocious, with snow and sleet
showers. It was on to Alexandra and
Naseby for the overnight stay. Dinner and
a get together was held at Naseby. Sunday
morning off to Ranfurly and onto
Middlemarch for lunch. From
Middlemarch to Lee Stream, where the
cyclists were stopped with 12 inches of
snow on the road. Some then thought
back by the Pigroot would be an idea, but
this route was also blocked with snow and
the motorway into Dunedin also closed.
However, at this point the snowplough
arrived and it was suggested that the road
could be opened through to Outram. So it
was that with tyres flattened a bit for
traction, in low gear and with a few falls,
Outram was finally reached then down SH
1 and home to the fireside.

South Otago and the Catlins were
blanketed with snow during the weekend,
a worrying time for the local farmers in the
middle of lambing.

South Waikato John Lee
The garage raid held on 17 August was

a very successful run, organised by the
Rotorua and Eastern Bay of Plenty

Branches. I wonder if they realised they
were going to get such a good response
from the surrounding branches. 

With fifteen members from our branch
making the trip to Rotorua clubrooms for
morning tea, it was socialising and
onwards to Whakatane for an early lunch
stop at Bert Watchorn’s. To the Rotorua
members, many thanks for putting on the
morning tea, very much appreciated.

While most of us have seen the
selection of vehicles that were on show at
Bert’s museum, we still took the time to
wander around for another look. One or
two members from our club could not
believe the number of vehicles that were
on display, fully or partly restored. I think
we could have left one or two behind as
they were happy going down memory lane.
Bert, a fantastic selection of vehicles!

On to Whakatane to view a 1938
Mercedes 540 K replica, that will be
restored once the fibregass moulding is
done. We also viewed the rowing skiffs
that were built at Apex Metal Services.
Next stop was Ohope, to view Peter
Worrall’s 1938 Buick roadster, almost
restored and the ’39 Buick coupé. Back to
Whakatane to view some of Robert
Watchorn’s selection of cars, Austin A30,
Ford V8 trucks, Chevrolet utes, just to
name a few. The prize of the day was a
1916-7 Club coupe sitting in the corner by
itself, everyone made a beeline for it. To
Rotorua and Eastern BOP many thanks for
organising the garage raids.

Our run planned for 29 June, cancelled
due to bad weather, was rescheduled for
Sunday 28 September, and that meeting
was in doubt with continued bad weather.
However, we decided to go ahead. Dolphy
and Jo Mathis, Graham and Dawn Couper,
Reg and Poko Blomfield, Fred and Eileen
Mathis, Michael and Linley, Trent and
Simon Mathis, John and Alice Lee with
Peter Smit travelled down SH1 to arrive at
Aratiatia on the Waikato river, to see the
uplifting of the control gates at the dam.
Thankfully the rain stopped long enough
for our group plus many tourists to see the
very large trout swimming in the pool
below the gates. About 30 minutes before
the gates are lifted an alarm sounds, again
at 15 and 5 minutes before Noon. At
exactly 12.00 the two gates were lifted
vertically allowing the water to start
flowing. What a sight, clear, rich coloured,
icy water. Indescribable – it has to be seen.
The rain, which had held off for viewing,
started and lunch stop at the Wairakei BP
was very enjoyable. 

After lunch we checked out the prawn
farm and jet boat facilities but had to
shorten the run because of persistent rain.

Regards until next time.

Taranaki Colin Johnston
Ian Bleakley of Hawera has been

making steady progress on his 1937 Morris
12 four-door sedan. He has rebuilt all the
firewall and completely restored the four-
speed gearbox. The wet clutch has been
relined with a modern type that will run in
oil. Next job to do is panel repairs around
the spare wheel well.

Wally Hunt and helpers have had a
very successful Rubber Duckie Rally for
our motorbike enthusiasts. The Top Ten
Holiday Camp in New Plymouth was the
headquarters and again this camp is ideal
for the local entrants and visitors to all get
together and have a jolly good time. The
rally route took us out to Tarata via
Lepperton with silent checks and hidden
marshals watching for failure to stop at
Stop signs and off course meanders. The
first Stop sign was watched over by Jim
and Beryl Watson. They had their car
jacked up with the wheel off looking for all
the world like a genuine breakdown but all
the time observing if entrants stopped!
Prize giving as held at the Fitzroy Hall and
the Rubber Duckie Rally this year was won
by Brian Jones and Christine Garden who
had come all the way from Whangarei.
Congratulations!

An Around the Mountain Tour for
Veteran vehicles is to be held in January
2004. The route will start in Hawera and
proceed in a clockwise route with at least
one visit on route to overnight in New
Plymouth. Then continue in a clockwise
direction with two visits finishing in
Hawera. An informal barbecue at the
Furlong Motor Lodge will wind up the
event. The route will be kept as much as
possible off the main roads and there is not
much hill climbing. Entry forms are
available from Jim Watson, 4a Catherine
Crescent, New Plymouth.

Taupo Jack Hindess
Our September club night was a video

evening when we showed the Dam Busters
film, which I am sure most of us would
have seen at least once before This was a
precursor to our October club night when
we had Squadron Leader Les Munro
D.S.O., D.F.C., one of the original Dam
Buster pilots speak to us.

Les is the sole surviving pilot who took
part in the May 1943 raid to destroy the
Sorpe, Ede and Moehn dams thereby
flooding the Ruhr valley during the Second
World War. He gave us a first hand account
of the low flying, the navigation difficulties
and the bombing accuracy needed to ensure
the success of the mission. It was a well-

Beaded Wheels 51

idletorque

Alistair Days’ current project a very original 1939
Chev Coupe is being prepared for painting. South
Canterubry Branch.
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attended potluck dinner and Les would
have been one of the best speakers the
Taupo Branch has enjoyed.

Our September run, headed by Ray
Harwood took us out to Wairakei – using
the old state highway past Huka Falls – to
visit the recently established Lava Glass
Studio. The owner operator Lynden Over
gave a display of glass-blowing with hand
manipulated glass being formed at temper-
atures of 1000 degrees C. His partner,
Christine, gave us a comprehensive
commentary throughout the process.
Eighteen cars took part on what was a
rather wet Sunday afternoon.

Our library has recently been enhanced
by the addition of parts books related to
Hillmans, Valiants and Chryslers donated
by Morrell Motors.

Waikato Cazna Payne
Several recent working bees on the

clubroom interior, exterior landscaping
and the addition of more shelving in the
Library have been our most recent
projects. Funding was received for the
purchase of safety cones for use at club
events, and these were used for our recent
Post Vintage Rally.

A tour of the Coromandel organised by
Peter and Julia Lowe went very well with
ten enthusiastic crews along for a low key
relaxing exploration of the region.

On 5 October Bryan and Lorraine
Cossey assisted by Colin Storey ran the
Waikato Branch Post Vintage Rally. An
excellent turnout of 55 cars. The rally,
though competitive, was extremely well
thought out to ensure those who did go off
course were quickly put back in the right
direction. The prize giving was a hilarious
affair with the nice touch of each crew
receiving an individual results printout to
see where things had gone right, or in my
case, wrong!

Haydn Lovegrove was as always,
Absolutely Fabulous as Auctioneer at our
Auction in October. Auction items varied
from hubcaps, auto parts, and plants, and
books to baby clothes – though why
Lorraine Bruntlett was purchasing baby
clothes has had some tongues wagging!

Planning is underway for the 19th
National Vintage Motorcycle Rally that
will be based in Cambridge in February
2005. Entry forms for this event should be
available from February 2004 and by all
accounts entrants are promised some
spectacular roads and scenery.

The Daimler and Rover Clubs took us
on a combined club run to visit Te Aroha,
Paeroa, the Karangahake Gorge and
Hogg’s Motor Museum at Waihi in
October - where an impressive collection

of pre and post war vehicles was on display.
A convivial picnic lunch in the very
pleasant rural surroundings was followed
by the chance to visit In-Vogue Costume
and Collectibles while in Waihi. It was
interesting to note that many of the
gentlemen had just as much fun as the
ladies selecting caps and items of clothing
appropriate for their Vintage car – the
braces seemed particularly popular.

Planning for the Veteran Rally on 1
November is well in hand and we will let
you know how it went in the next report.

By now our Waikato people will be
fossicking in their garages for those odds
bits and pieces to sell - or making lists of
things to buy, at the Cambridge Swap
Meet in November.

The December Club night is to be a
Wearable Auto Arts theme (ladies a hat,
and gentlemen a tie – made from auto
parts!) It seems a great deal of planning is
going into the various pieces. President
Bob Hayton still is not sure what Gillian is
planning to do with the two Holden
hubcaps she purchased at the Absolutely
Fabulous auction….

It is also time to start dusting off and
finishing those Moped and Scooter
projects folks – the Blue Smoke & Pedals
is coming up on 18 January 2004, this time
at a new venue in Taupiri. This is always a
social and thoroughly enjoyable event.

Leading up to Christmas, the Branch
is also trialling a new innovation–
membership Gift Certificates. An ideal
gift for the motoring enthusiast who has
nearly everything!

The Branch has been in high demand
recently with many requests for members
to provide cars for parades and vehicle
displays as the Christmas and festive
season approaches.

We are also planning for Waikato
VVCC display again 19 – 21 March at
the National Motor Show at Mystery
Creek. Those of you who saw last year’s
stand will be in for a treat, as I under-
stand the stand for next year will be just
as high a standard.

We also welcome new members John &
Kaye Murray with their 1926 Ford Model
T tourer.

Wairarapa Frances Elwin
Some members have been kept very

busy attending local events. Greytown
Cobblestones had their annual open day
and parade, and the Puzzle woods in
Greytown had their open day, but the
weather was very unkind so numbers were
slightly down.

Not so our garage raid re named Blokes
and Sheilas Run organised by Tony and

Mryna Lane. A good turn out of both
blokes and sheilas had a very different day.
While the blokes went off to garage raid
the sheilas stayed at the clubrooms and
had a very enjoyable afternoon organised
by Mryna. 

Our club night for both September and
October had Shane Atkinson with Chris
Slater talking and showing slides on
Shane’s trip to a museum in Switzerland –
the Bugatti collection. Terry Beresford also
gave a talk at the September club night
about his earlier days working for Mr Stan
Lane of Masterton. At the October club
night Howard Sims gave a brief talk about
their trip to USA with the Harley-
Davidson combination.

Sunday 19 October saw the annual
Janie Groves Memorial Rally. A beautiful
afternoon saw 25 vehicles turn out for this
event. Entrants both together for several
sections, and then broken into two
sections to crisscross each other kept the
navigators on their toes. 

Winners were Ruby Holmes - Best Lady
Driver, Marion Sims - Best Navigator
Spoon. Graham & Annette Clark and
Howard and Marion Simms first equal for
the Best Performance in the Timed
section.

A noted first (we think) was Barry and
Lina Wells entering with their BSA
combination motorcycle. Great to see the
motorcycle out.

The best-kept secret of the day was that
it was Peter Groves’s birthday, so HAPPY
BIRTHDAY PETER.

Members can now look forward to our
Branch 21st Gold Medal Trial at the end
of November/beginning of December.

The Wairarapa Branch committee and
members would like to wish all other
branches and members a very happy
Christmas and safe and happy rallying 2004.

Waitemata Keith Humphreys
Not surprisingly, the weather has been a

dominant factor in recent events. First up
was a Breakfast Run organised by Steve
Sharp of Buckler fame. Starting at some
ungodly hour at Blossom’s Café car park,
Riverhead, most turned up at the required
hour except the organiser. There was a
chill to the air, something we Waitemata-
ites are not used to, and this resulted in
unusual effects ranging from an iced up
supercharger on the Humphreys’ 1932 MG
J2 to windscreens going instantly opaque
in varying climate changes, to early
morning sun strike totally blinding the
drivers (and crews). We finished at the Art
of Cheese Café at the Puhoi Cheese
Factory, where a most enjoyable “brunch”
was enjoyed by all.
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Two shed raids followed in quick
succession; the first, a short notice event
to visit Waikato member Danny Ryan’s,
Ryan Engineering to view the latest
product to be created by this ingenious
and creative workforce. Here a machine
capable of packing six bottles of wine into
cardboard cartons at the rate of forty-five
cartons a minute was in the final stages of
tuning up before delivery to Montana
Wines. The technology was both mind
blowing and world leading. Naturally we
adjourned to Danny and Vicki’s home to
inspect the Hispano Suiza under restoration
as well as the Lancia Kappa under repair.
The weather remained fine for this trip
despite starting in a very forbidding way.

The second Shed Raid was to Kamo,
just north of Whangarei to visit the
amazing collection of Hans Compter.

On the way north we called in to Paul
Hicks at Warkworth to check out the
progress on his 1910 Napier London Taxi
restoration. Paul had made good progress
on this difficult restoration with the body
mounted on the chassis, but a new Bugatti
project is on its way from the U.K. and the
Napier appears for sale to help finance this
major project. Shortly after our arrival at
Hans Compter’s, the heavens opened up
with some of the heaviest rain I’ve experi-
enced, making any commentary impossible
to hear. Hans had built a large new shed
since our last visit, making many of the
cars more accessible than in the past. It is
an incredible collection of very rare cars,
mostly European and many of the makes
virtually unknown in this part of the
world. A superb Isotta Fraschini tourer was
my personal favourite, but then there was
the Hispano Suiza and Rolls-Royce Ghost,
but both had formal saloon bodies, no
competition there? The vile weather
continued as we battled our way south
again, stopping at the “Smashed Pipi” in
Mangawhai for a superb meal.

A contingent of Waitemata-ites headed
south to the Hawke’s Bay to join those up
from the South Island in competing on the
two days of hill climbing. Once again the
weather looked forbidding and we opted
for the relative comfort of the Daimler SP
250 instead of the MG J2. We arrived in
Hastings in fine weather and were able to
enjoy the second half of the Te Onepu
Hillclimb run in conjunction with the
Hawke’s Bay Car Club. From there we
adjourned to the old Waipukarau
Sanatorium, now providing superb low
cost accommodation. Unfortunately, the
heavens opened up overnight, and the
Sunday’s event at Pukeora, adjacent to the
Sanatorium was cancelled. Here, Pat Bren
and Mike Stuart jumped in and organised
an all day impromptu shed raid for the out-

of-towners. A number of member’s sheds
were visited with an interesting variety of
projects to view. Whilst the South
Islanders meandered northwards, we
headed back to Auckland in more
appalling weather to prepare for the
Annual Chelsea Walsh Hillclimb.

The weather forecasts continued to
look grim, but with an enthusiastic South
Island group on their way, we could only
resort to prayer for the day’s weather?

The weather on the Saturday for scruti-
neering looked hopeful, and in the
afternoon, another impromptu Shed Raid
was organised for the South Islanders,
followed by a lash-up dinner at Allan and
Lee Booth’s.

Sunday looked rather wild. However,
we Waitemata-ites are a brave if slightly
mad bunch, (did I say only slightly?) and
the event continued, providing
challenging conditions for the drivers, and
entertainment for the spectators. The hill
surface varied from quite wet to dry, with
occasions when both conditions were
experienced on the same run. Car control
versus bravado were the order of the day
with many an anxious moment and the
occasional spin, all without accident or
injury. A broken axle on the 1932 Singer 9
special of Trevor Timms caused temporary
panic, and Geoff Owen’s Supercharged
MG Special broke its crankshaft. The
most serious happening was when John
King took a fall down a steep bank
requiring hospital attention . A barbecue
topped off the day with the rain holding
back long enough for a prize giving. FTD
went to Steve Sharp in the 1955 Buckler
90 at 33.93 secs. With Wayne Marsh
(1949 MG TC 35.19) Geoff Owen (1935
MG NB Magnette special 35.47 ) and
Peter Bruin (1954 Cooper Norton 34.31)
all close behind.

Considering the conditions, this was a
thoroughly enjoyable day, but the organ-
isers breathed a sigh of relief that the day
had passed without a serious incident. 

With the year drawing to a close, we
have only the Pebblebrook Hillclimb and
the Ron Roycroft Memorial Run to see the
year out.

Wanganui Fay Chamberlain
Our 2004 Easter Rally committee is

getting busier, with 46 early bird entrants
already in hand, the prospect of a very
successful weekend look rosy! (Raffle
tickets for the big red fire engine children’s
pedal car are VERY popular).

With the Burma Rally entry forms due
out soon too, the Branch will be very
active over the next few months. Hawke’s
Bay will be visiting Labour weekend for

their Safari, for which Wanganui Branch
will provide a barbecue meal.

The parts sheds are now totally stocked
and in order. No more working bees are
planned at this stage. Members have
worked hard for three years now, first with
the clubrooms extensions and then the
parts shed. We are very grateful to those
who have given up 156 Sunday mornings
to do this! 

Club Captain Ian has been in demand
again for his panel beating restoration
skills. Mike Curry’s 1914 Humber left the
workshop for its new home with the
Wellington Branch where Mike plans to
‘give his all’ to get it on the road ASAP!

Last club night we held our annual
‘shiny parts, and other bits’ auction. The
usual fun night was enjoyed by the big
spenders and not so big spenders alike. It
was also pleasing to note around $500 was
raised as a result.

Next club night will be a 16 mm film
evening, showing some humorous old
footage, plus a bit of ‘old Wanganui’ stuff,
cartoons, etc.

The kitchen ladies are planning to
brighten up our December ‘restoration of
the year’ night with a Christmas dinner.
(thanks Lee and Noeline!)

We lost two friends of our club
recently, Ian Tonks, son of one of our
founder members, and Joyce Scrymgeour,
wife of member Rod. Our sympathies go
to their families.

Wellington Elisabeth Smits
By the time this issue is out, our refur-

bished clubrooms will be in full use again.
After several months work by our
contractor and many volunteers, the
building has a new lease of life with a
brand new kitchen, toilets, furnishings
and a repaint. VCC President Leigh
Craythorne, will officially re-open the
clubrooms on Saturday 1 November. This
will be celebrated by a dinner that
evening followed by the Annual Rally on
the Sunday.

It has been a late winter-spring with
many motoring activities. On 29 June the
Colonial Cup Rally was held in great
spirits, despite threatening weather, with
about 30 vehicles. Drivers and navigators
enjoyed the rally through the Wainuiomata
area with a stop at Rimutaka Forest Park,
finishing at a school which also houses the
local museum. The overall winners were
Bruce and Fiona Bixley in their 1929
Studebaker. Results of the Restoration of
the Year judging were also announced.
Shane Taylor was awarded both the
Colonial Cup (restoration of the year) and
the Southward Salver (for first restorations)
for his 1935 Morris 15/6 which took over
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Auckland Branch sadly lost one of its
long time motorcycle enthusiasts recently
when Russ Miell died.

Russ was born in Auckland and from an
early age (like many others!) was fasci-
nated by mechanical devices, especially
those with wheels. We are told that one
day his mother looked out of the window
and was horrified to see her eight year old
son driving the rubbish truck - after being
discouraged from doing this, he went on to
build trolleys which he raced down the
neighbourhood streets. 

Cars had to wait until he was a 17 year
old apprentice, but the speed bug had
indeed bitten as later he went on to build
an Austin 7 Special in which he was very
competitive in hillclimbs.

Russ was a long term member of the
Vintage Car Club and was just a few years
short of his 50 year membership. During
this time, Russ restored many cars and
motorbikes, starting off with a 1925 Buick.
His biggest project was perhaps his 1902
Norton motorcycle, which took some 20
years to complete. In the Branch he was
probably best known for his involvement
with the motorcycle section, for his efforts
in helping organise the popular Midweek
Runs, and for being especially keen on
events for mopeds and power cycles. His
enthusiasm for these little bikes encour-
aged others to seek out these almost
forgotten (and sometimes abandoned)
machines, and the “Tiddlers Run” he
established was always popular; it is hoped
that this will continue as an annual event
in his memory.

To his wife Nancy and family we offer
our sincere condolences.

Alan Grout - Auckland.  

Russell Miell
Auckland Branch
18 November 1920 – 5 September 2003 

obituaries

twenty years to complete. Des Vinten won
the Munro Restoration Trophy for motorcy-
cles with a 1938 ES2 Norton.

The Night Rally was held on 19 July.
Once again the weather forecast had
threatened rain, hail and snow, but it
turned out not too bad a night. The run
trundled up through the Hutt Valley to
Pinehaven, then over the hill to
Whitemans Valley and back via
Wallaceville to the clubrooms. There were
speed humps to count and silent checks to
find, with some surprise questions at the
end. An excellent supper including hot
soup, prepared by Ivan Cook and helpers,
awaited everybody at the finish. The ten
cars had been well filled as about 50
people sat down for the meal (including
marshals). Greg and Kirsty Walker were
the winners in a 1929 Dodge.

Tom’s Tour took place on the weekend
of 9/10 August in - for a change - very
pleasant weather. Around 36 people
joined in this grand tour of antique and
collectables shops, going north through
the Wairarapa on Saturday, returning via
the Manawatu and Horowhenua the
following day, with an overnight stop at
Palmerston North. Our thanks go to the
other VCC branches who warmly
welcomed the tour participants with
lunches and an evening meal.

The Social Country Run was set down
for Sunday 21 September. The weather
was not really inviting to go out for this
social event in the Wairarapa but twelve
cars turned up. Crossing the Rimutaka Hill
from Wellington was a bit of an under-
taking in the wind and driving rain. From
Featherston we drove over back roads to
the Cobblestone Museum in Greytown to
join in with their annual Activity Day.
The museum members were all in period
dress and had set up stalls with sweets,
cookies, plants, arts and crafts. There were
also farm animals, spinners, weavers and a
sheepshearer. It was very interesting to see
how the wheelwright put a steel tyre on a
wooden wheel. The local Vintage
Machinery Club as well as the Wairarapa
VCC were displaying their machinery and
vehicles and we added our cars to the show. 

In the afternoon John and Shirley
Cameron’s collection of Vintage and
classic cars were admired at their similarly
beautiful Carrington House, just north of
Carterton. In the estate’s barn, turned
garage, John gave an in depth explanation
of his splendid cars. They were all in mint
condition and each had its own story.
After enough car talk we explored the
gardens, looking beautiful in spring with
budding rhododendrons, camellias, and
lots of daffodils.

Wellsford R Gorgensen
North Shore and Hibiscus Coast

Branches joined Wellsford members at the
Matakana Museum on Sunday 20 July for
a barbecue lunch. The manager Ian
Matthews welcomed everyone and
outlined all the advantages for our club in
the facilities that are rapidly taking shape
on the site.

August was a busy month for us. On
Sunday 17 August about 30 vehicles
assembled at the Puhoi Domain for a
combined run involving Wellsford, the
Hibiscus Coast and North Shore.
Organisers, Martin Howson, Paul Collins
and Royce Hannah compiled an excellent
days outing with silent checks and
questions to keep everyone on their toes.
The course was set around the Helensville,
Waimauku, and Albany areas. Lunch was
at a winery, with another winery stop later
in the day. A welcome cuppa at the North
Shore Clubrooms to finish off the day. Not
a brilliant day weatherwise but the enthu-
siasm made up for it.

You don’t always have to be in a
Vintage vehicle to enjoy a day out. Ten-
pin bowling was the thing when Wellsford
and Hibiscus Coast members got together
at Whangaparoa on the 23 August. This
was followed by a Chinese dinner,. 

The annual Prize-giving Dinner took
place at the Warkworth Bowling
Clubrooms on 28 August where an
excellent meal was presented. The
president of the local Grey Power, Colin
Greenslade told of his ‘hands on’ 50 years
experiences in the cinema industry.
Among the trophies presented was the
Restoration of the Year to Cedric and
Beryl Stockman for their 1928 Plymouth.
Paul Hicks was presented with his 35-year
membership badge. Congratulations Paul. 

Our Club Captain’s Run on 14
September took us to the Matakana
Museum to link up with another car
club. This site will eventually be
somewhat like the Te Puke Autoworld
with vehicles on display and for sale, a
mezzanine floor and library.

Maurice Kirman, a Wellsford antique
dealer was an interesting club night
speaker with his knowledge of various
items brought along for his assessment.
Items ranged from old rifles to crockery,
jewellery, paintings, books and other inter-
esting and intriguing items. Some he
found difficult to put a value on!

An overnight trip to Dargaville was
arranged by Tom and Maureen Belch for
the weekend of 11 – 12 October.
Accommodation was at the Commercial
Hotel. Lunch on the Saturday at the
Funky Fish Shop at Bailey’s Beach, was

followed by a conducted tour of the
museum. Dargaville members joined the
group for dinner at the hotel. On Sunday
members were escorted around Dargaville
visiting members homes and points of
interest. A fine display of quilts and a
barbecue at Les and Noelene Andrews
completed the day before we headed
home.

I would like to wish everyone all the
best for Christmas on behalf of our Branch
and pleasant motoring for 2004.
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All correspondence to: PO Box 43009, Mangere.
Office & Showroom: 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland.

Phone 09 275 5316 • Fax 09 275 6882 • email: vet.vin@xtra.co.nz
website: www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

Equip your vehicle from New Zealand’s largest range of
antique & classic tyres from

Est 1975

EARLY FORD PARTS 1909 - 1931
Veteran & Vintage stock an extensive range of new & used Model T and A

Ford parts along with general restoration supplies

1925 Davis on 600 x 20 whitewall tyres. Owner Rod Welch

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS
Firestone   Lucas   Denman   Dunlop   Coker   Excelsior SS or BE 
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