a motoring bonanza

Blue Smoke
& Pedals

STUDEBAKER

restoring a 1938 President

41 2

9 8979700001



Submissions of photographs for this page
are welcome from Beaded Wheels readers.
Please send original photographs of historic

interest with any available information to

Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch.

Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

Keeping pace with the Veteran emphasis
of this issue John Gray, Otago Branch, has
supplied these pictures taken on an early
Dunedin Brighton Run.

The top photograph featuring the
International Buggy is believed to be the
first run (1955), the inset picture with

dignataries is also from 1955. The photo-
graph featuring the De Dion leading
vehicles is believed to be from the 1956
run. For a report and photographs of this
years 50th Dunedin Brighton Run see
page 28.
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Just like Dad used to own, check
out this Studebaker’s return to glory,
page 11.

A double header - full coverage of the
Veteran motoring action at this year’s
combined National Veteran and 50th
Brighton-Dunedin Rally, page 28.

Perhaps the slow down in property
market sales is due to renewed interest
in the Veteran and vintage car market.
Visit our Marketplace section for this
issue’s collectible vehicles, page 35.
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Bob and Judy Oakley, 1912 Regal, enjoy the Veteran motoring
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Brighton Run.
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president’s message

records the passing of Sir Len Southward,

an Honorary Life Member of the Club.
Sir Len was a member since 1957 (when he
joined Wanganui Branch). He was a founder
member of Wellington Branch where he was
an enthusiastic participant in club rallies
as well as serving as committee member
for the branch for many years. Sir Len also
worked hard to ensure we continue to enjoy
our “Vintage” motoring. The degree of
esteem in which the Club held Sir Len was
evident by the large attendance of members
at his funeral and the fifty Club vehicles
that accompanied the funeral procession.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Lady
Southward and family. (An obituary for Sir
Len is printed on page 14.)

We have also been advised that John
Reeves (one of our founder members and
President of the Club 1947/1948) passed
away in early January 2004. John was one
of the Club’s founder members, enthusiasti-
cally taking part in the early ‘excursions’
and trials. He helped design the badge of
the Vintage Vehicles Association (the fore-
runner to the Club as we know it today.)
John moved to the United Kingdom in the
early 50s. We extend our sincere sympathy
to his widow Sue and family.

There have been ample opportunities for
making the most of our vehicles over the
summer. During the last weekend of January,

It is with much sadness that the Club

Tony and I (along with members from all
around the country) took part in not only
the National Veteran Rally which the Otago
Branch hosted on behalf of the Club, but
also the celebrations of the 50th Dunedin
Brighton Run, the oldest Veteran event in
the Club. What a treat for Veteran owners -
congratulations to Otago Branch on the well
run and successful weekend.

During the Dinner on the Saturday night,
it gave me much pleasure in presenting a 50-
year badge to Gordon Sharpe. Gordon joins
the fifteen other long serving members who
have been presented with this prestigious
badge. What a collective number of years
of loyalty to the Club these members have
given.

In February, Hawke’s Bay Branch ran
their annual Art Deco Rally, one of the
many events in Napier’s Art Deco Weekend
programme. This event is publicised as New
Zealand’s annual “Not-too-serious celebra-
tion of the Art Deco style in Napier, the
Art Deco City” and as first time entrants,
Tony and I were not disappointed — it was
everything and more than we had antici-
pated. Saturday morning saw entrants in
the rally gathering on the lawns of a local
winery for a delicious morning tea before
the rally, where it really was like stepping
back in time. Members (both young and old
alike) had joined in the spirit of the occasion
and the costumes and the pre-1945 vehicles

THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)

National Office: P O Box 2546, Christchurch Telephone: 03 366 4461

NOTICE OF MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held on Saturday, 14 August 2004 at The
Wairakei Resort, State Highway One, Taupo, commencing at 9.30am.
There is one notice of motion (This will be published in the next issue of Beaded Wheels)

RULE 8: ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Nominations for the Management Committee must be
received in this office by 5pm 19th June 2004 accompanied
by a current biography and photograph of the nominee
and their association with the Club.

The biography shall contain the name, address and
occupation of members nominated for each position.

Not less than 75 clear days before the Annual General
Meeting the Management Committee shall cause notice
to be given to all members intimating the date for closing
nominations for the offices of:—

President

Club Captain — Northern Region

Club Captain — Southern Region

Secretary/Treasurer

Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee Chairman
Registrar

Three Other Members of the Management Committee
and shall invite nominations for such offices to be
forwarded in writing to the Secretary/Treasurer to arrive
not less than fifty-five clear days before the date appointed
for the Annual General Meeting. Every such nomination to
be signed by the Member nominated, their nominator and
seconder. Only a Member who has served at least one

were magnificent! Rally organisers Diane
and Geoff Quarrie are to be congratulated
on their organisational skills as the whole
weekend flowed from the opening soirée
to the mind-boggling Gatsby Picnic. Many
Hawke’s Bay members had given their time
for marshalling over the weekend - what
a wonderful job they did in this important
part of our events and what a wonderful
public relations opportunity this event is for
our Club.

Over the last few years, much discussion
has been held at executive and manage-
ment committee meetings (as well as at
branch level) on public relations. Many
points of view have been given and sugges-
tions put forward. Apart from the successful
visual events (like the Art Deco Rally)
organised by the Club, do you realise that
each and every member has the ability to be
an ambassador for the Club? While travel-
ling to, from and during events, as we draw
over onto the shoulder of the road to let the
travelling public pass, the little thank you
toot and wave from them is just one of the
many opportunities we have of “flying the
flag.” Our Club vehicles always draw the
public’s attention and many a short stop has
been extended when someone has drawn us
into conversation on their associations with
similar family vehicles etc. The way we react
to this is another public relations opportu-
nity for the Club — it doesn’t always need a
full-blown organised operation to put public
relations into effect - it is up to each and
every one of us to make the most of each
and every opportunity of putting our Club’s
good image to the fore.

The flood disasters over the country
during February and March proved to be
catastrophic for many of our members. Our
thoughts are with you as you get back to
normality again.

Leigh Craythorne

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2003-2004
PRESENT OFFICERS:

President: L. Craythorne
Club Captains—

Northern Region: R. Knight
Southern Region: D. Ross

Hon. Secretary/Treasurer: J. Coomber
Registrar: R. Brayshaw
Beaded Wheels Chairman: K. Clarkson

Three other members of management committee: B.
Ballantyne, G. Beaumont, G. Terrill

year upon the Executive of the Club shall hold the Office
of President. Members shall be eligible for election to the
Management Committee if they shall have paid all monies
due by them to the Club and have been financial Members
of the Club for a least six months prior to nomination. If
the number of candidates for the Management Committee
exceeds the number of respective vacancies to be filled, an
election shall take place.

You can obtain a job description from the Branch Manual.
Contact your branch secretary or National Office.
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VCCNZ Inc

National Office,

PO Box 2546, Christchurch

ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273
email admin@vcc.org.nz
WWW.VCC.0rg.nz
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national office news

Recent Flooding In New Zealand

We are aware that the recent floods around the Country have
affected many of our members. We would like to take this
opportunity to let you know that our thoughts are with you and
wish you all a speedy return to a normal life.

Did You Receive Your VCC Subscription Invoice?

VCC membership subscription invoices were forwarded in
February and payment was due by 31st March 2004. A reminder
notice will be sent to members who have not paid.

Have You Paid Your VCC Membership Subscription?

If not, please note that this will be the last Beaded Wheels you
receive until your payment has been received. You will also not
receive your Branch Newsletters.

Membership Cards

For those members who have paid their annual subscription
by 31st March 2004, you will receive your membership card in
early April. This year’s colour is Green.

Notice Of AGM

On page 5 in this magazine you will find a Notice of AGM
along with a request for nominations for the Management
Committee positions. There is one Notice of Motion to vote on
this year. This will feature in the next issue of Beaded Wheels, in
accordance with the Club’s By-laws. Your Branch Secretary has
a copy on file.

VCC Vehicle Identity Card Applications And Historic
Motor Vehicle Date Of Manufacture & Authenticity
Statement Applications

Please remember that the applications must be processed
through your branch. The branch committee will forward them,
once signed off, to the National Office who after processing

APRIL
3 Far North Brian Parker Memorial Rally
3 Horowhenua Levin Swap Meet
3 Waikato Mooloo Meander Motorcycle Rally
3 South Canterbury Winchester Swap Meet
4 Auckland Vintage Muster
6-12 Wanganui NI National Easter Rally
9-12 Nelson SI National Easter Rally
17 North Otago Motorcycle Rally
1718 Wanganui Autumn Motorcycle Trial
18 North Shore Northern Raid
24-25  Taranaki Maunaga Moana Rally
24-25  Gore Safari
MAY
1 Ashburton Swap Meet
18 South Canterbury PV PWV P60 Rally
JUNE
Canterbury 50th Irishman Rally
JULY
17 Otago 50th Anniversary Rally

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates
published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the
individual Branch concerned.

them forwards them to the National Registrar for completion.

Please make sure the photos are the correct size as if they are too
big for the Identity Card, you will be asked for further smaller
copies. If your vehicle is being restored and you are applying for the
Authenticity Statement to assist having it re-registered there is no
need for photos. Once you have your vehicle registered, you can apply
for the Identity Card by returning the Authenticity Statement after
filling in the appropriate blank spots and forwarding three identical
photos, in its finished state, to the National Office.

If you have purchased a vehicle and been given an ID Card from the
previous owner, it is no longer valid. To have the card reissued is a
simple process. Please contact your branch secretary for details and
to obtain the “Change of Ownership” application from the Branch

New Zealand

Clubs

Federation of Motoring

report from VCC rep
Andrew McClintock

o news is good news. Well that’s
what my mother always said. I
haven’t had a report in the last

two copies of the Beaded Wheels. That’s
the good news, it means there haven’t
been any proposed changes that would
affect our club vehicles. Last December
there was a number of proposed changes to
the vehicle lighting rules but nothing that
would affect your vehicle. Your modern on
the other hand may be a different story.
Over the years head lamps have been
mounted lower on the vehicle. High
intensity cut-off patterns that are now

6 Beaded Wheels

common are set to dip 50 mm in 3 metres.
Early types of lights are set to dip 100mm
in three metres. This may explain why
modern lights can seem bright on dip.

No allowance has been made for
height. The lights on a 4WD will shine a
lot further than those on a sports car. All
modern lights are designed to be set with
a beam setter. The proposal is to check
these lights with a beam setter at WOF
time. If this means better lighting on your
modern and less chance of being dazzled
by oncoming traffic it can only mean more
good news.

[ was delighted to read the memorandum
sent to our branch in October that said
the vehicle exhaust emissions rule 2003

would not apply to our club vehicles. In
fact the rule will only apply to post 1990
vehicles. It is future rules that concern me.
Officials at the Ministry of Transport are
developing details on how the emission
screening system will operate. The good
news is consideration will be given to the
feasibility and the effects on air quality of
exempting certain types of vehicles. Let’s
hope our Club vehicles will be included.
The views of interested parties including
Vintage and special purpose vehicle
owners will be canvassed as part of the
public consultations planned this year.

Contact Andrew on 03 340 4049



mailbag

Dear Sir

Reading the October-November issue
of Beaded Wheels brought back vivid
memories of an ex 1927 Royal Tour
Crossley Limousine in the Bay of Plenty
around the end of 1938.

The car belonged to Gilbert Yeoman,
a farmer in the Whakatane district, who
made good use of it as the family transport.
Being a family connection I was quite
familiar with that vehicle, its deep maroon
coachwork with matching leather uphol-
stery, its black mudguards, and nickel
plated brightwork, not to mention the
Royal Cypher or monogram still embla-
zoned on the door.

What puzzled me was, while the rear
seating was sumptuous and soft, the front
seat was “as hard as”, no doubt to keep
the chauffeur and footman alert without a
thought of the poor fellows getting bunions
in the wong places!

Visiting the farm after 1945 found the
Crossley hard at work in the hayfield with
an enormous haysweep bolted to the front.
A later visit and the limousine was down
at heel, the rear tyres were gone, replaced
by rough iron cleats fastened to the Sankey
wheels and pulling a set of harrows at a
smart pace, the most luxurious tractor I
was ever likely to see.

My last view of that Crossley was before
I left the district in the 1950s when it
was standing alone surrounded by tall
dock plants, cow manure and festooned
in cobwebs, but it was complete, even
to the wind-down glass partition and
speaking tubes. By now the upholstery
was extensively cracked, the paintwork
badly reticulated and showing many
gouges where the farm stock had caressed
the panels with their stubby horns, but
through it all there was still a glimmer
from the royal cypher.

[ have made extensive enquiries to all
manner of folk, including members of the
Yeoman family, as to the ultimate fate
of that once pristine Crossley limousine
without result. Someone must know!

Yours sincerely

Carlton Kerr

Dear Sir

The enclosed photo surfaced recently
and may be of use to you. It was taken
by the late Leo White, later founder of
Whites Aviation, sometime in late 1932,
at the grounds of the Auckland Aero Club,
and in front of their Clubhouse.

The car was one of the first Ford V8s
and was used by the photographer in his

The editorial committee reserve the right to publish, edit or
refuse publication of any item submitted as comment. The
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car Club
of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

many sorties recording scenes
for his employers Wilson and
Horton in the Weekly News.
The people in the photo are
Fred North, ground engineer for
the Club, Miss Marion Bathgate
(later Mrs  Ron Kirkup) Miss
Rene Blakey (later Mrs Leo
White) and Douglas Wood,
junior ground engineer.
Douglas Wood.

Dear Sir

Many years ago I owned a
1936 Morgan three wheeler
with a Ford 10 engine with two
seats plus one small seat either side of rear
wheel. I would like to make a model of
this car and wondered if anyone in your
club had one and would allow me to take
photos and measurements.
Ray Kitchener
raykit@paradise.net.nz
3 Titoki Street, Matamata 2271
Phone 07 888 9335

Dear Sir,

Could you please help me identify a
model of a Buick my grandfather owned.

Two photos show the same car, one
with reg plate number 18-545 and the
other 20-876.

[ am writing the history of my family
and would like to correctly identify the
year of the car. I enclose photo. I would
greatly appreciate your help if you can
identify the car and the year.

Des Stewart

35 Governor Grey Road,

Snells Beach, Warkworth 1241.

Dear Sir,

[ wish to correct an error in my article
100 Years of Vauxhall 1903-2003 Issue 266.
Re the first Vauxhall shipped overseas page
16 third column. The exporting agents
were John Petrie Son & Co. not Price. I
regret this error which was entirely mine.

Leith Newell

Dear Sir,

I have a collection of Veteran motor-
cycles and would be
corresponding with your readers with
similar makes.

My motorcycles are; 1908 Matchless,
1905 NSU, 1908 FN4, 1909 EN single,
1907 Moto Réve, 1903 Raleigh, and
unrestored, 1907 FN belt drive and 1908
Triumph.

Terry Parker

email: tgparker@bigpond.net.au

interested in

Dear Sir

Re: photo Page 2, BW266.

The plumbers shop was in Thames
Street, the main street going through
Oamaru. It was about halfway along on the
left going south.

There is an old (or out?) house on
the site now. Mr H Millar is standing on
the far left of the photo. Thanks to Tom
Stevens for this information.

Ray Shearman MNZM

Dear Sir

Re: photo Page 2, BW266.

Our 1932 New Zealand Post Office
Directory has Henry N Millar plumber
operating from 261 Thames Highway,
Qamaru (Oamaru’s main street.)

Raylene Morrison

Dear Sir,

[ssue 266 Historic photograph

I hope that Ray Shearman and others
will read this. [ enjoyed making enquiries
and doing the research .

The Historic photograph in Issue 266 as
supplied by Ray Shearman, was taken on
28 March 1929 in Oamaru, North Otago.
The following persons, lined up outside H
Millar’s plumbing business in Thames street
have been identified: from left Harry Millar
(owner), -, -, -, Dick Jardine, Dan Millar,
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(with BSA motorcycle) -, Richard Lord, -,
Dave Miller (with Indian motorcycle).

The staff were each given a copy of
the photo, as I learnt from Geoff Millar,
grandson of Harry and son of Dan. Geoff
works as a plumber in Oamaru. His son
Gareth is serving his apprenticeship; the
fourth generation in the trade.

Harry Millar’s firm was at its peak at the
time of the photograph and had recently
won a contract to install the sewerage
lines around the central town suburbs.
However, the depression and a sudden
tragic motor accident in which Harry
was killed six months later caused great
hardship. Harry was driving the Dodge
down Torridge St hill when it went out
of control, overturning near the Reed St
corner, crushing Harry. Brake failure was
the reason given.

His sons, Dan and Dave later formed
Millar Bros plumbing business and the
house carried on as their headquarters and
residence through the 50s and 60s.

Geoff Millar recovered a framed copy
of the photo via Auckland after following
up a lead from its publication in an issue
of the New Zealand Memories. | have also
sighted an original dated copy in the
possession of Mrs Kathleen Jardine, wife of
the late Dick Jardine.

Since 1979, the Oamaru Licensing Trust
has owned the Millar site on which the
present Oast House Liquorland building
stands.

Neil Rooney

Oamaru

A Rally Debut

Text and photos Olly Laytham

The belle of the Rally, the debutante par
excellence, was Mrs Isobell Fell, who at
eighty-six years of age participated for the
first time in the Annual Taieri Tour of the
Otago Branch on 1 November.

riving her 1961 Ford Popular
two-door saloon, Mrs Fell,
whose clothes were colour coded

to match the blue paintwork of her car,
took everyone’s eye. Not only is her car
now somewhat rare, but the age of the
driver with her silvery hair also captured
the attention of the other participants.

On being asked about her ambitions,
Mrs Fell stated that she had been on a
non-club run which whetted her appetite
for the real thing. A club member of
fairly recent times, this was her first
attempt at a Branch event and she had
a ball! A wide smile and friendly nod
accompanied any acknowledgement she
received on the day. She was adamant
that she owed a lot to her navigator, Dal
Mclntosh, without whom she wouldn’t
have taken part. She, too, was a novice
navigator and greatly enjoyed the run
as well.

The little Ford, in the family since
new (a nephew owned it), had been
rebuilt by a friend, John Cope, after a
front end shunt, using parts from other
cars. She still has a pile of spares stored
away as a result, she says with a twinkle
in her eye. She went on to tell of her
family’s earlier vehicles. With her
husband, she ran a store at Wingatui,

Mrs Isobel Fell and her Ford Popular.

near Mosgiel and a Morris Commercial was
the business van. They dealt in explosives
and carried detonators on the seat of the
Buick family car as being less rough riding
than the Morris! Their first car was an
Essex Four Coach and she owns today a
Hillman Estate car from 1958 as well as the
Ford. For the latter’s complete restoration,
she requires the short vee-shaped emblem
for the bonnet. A friend stores other inter-
esting cars in her barn, too. Recently, the
Ford was fitted with new tie-rod ends and a
set of radial tyres which Mrs Fell feels give a
better ride than the original cross-plies.

At the after-match dinner and trophy
presentations, Mrs Fell was presented
with a Certificate of Merit by the Branch
Chairman, Travis Michelle, an act which
was warmly applauded by all present. A
gracious lady indeed and a grand advertise-
ment for being a senior citizen.

After leaving the police force Mr Fell
took a part-time job mowing lawns for the
Post Office. He would therefore have done
the lawns at the present Branch Clubrooms
when they were a telephone exchange. An
interesting circle of coincidence. As a keen
baker Mrs Fell has already supported the
Branch with donations of baking, particu-
larly biscuits, for Branch functions.

HURUNUI NORTH
Vintage Vehicles

Text and photos Glenis Miller

ith travel time to attend the
nearest Vintage Car Club
rallies of over 11/2 hours an

enthusiastic group of vehicle owners,
who reside in the old Waipara, Amuri
and Cheviot County Councils decided to
organise their own get-together.

On Sunday 14 December 2003 16 cars
with 36 adventure-seeking people joined
in a drive around the local area scenic
triangle. The vehicles ranged from a 1922
Rolls-Royce to a 1964 Wolseley.

Starting at Waiau with cars joining
in at Rotherham, Culverden, Balmoral,
Hawarden, Waikari, Scargill Valley and
Domett, they travelled on to Gore Bay and
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Being a Vintage enthusiast can be a bit
challenging for those who live in rural
North Canterbury.

enjoyed a picnic lunch. Afterwards they
continued the circuit home through the
Leader Valley.

It is planned to have get-togethers
approximately every two months with
different people co-ordinating each event.

As a result of this outing another 48
vehicles have come out of the woodwork.
Some have been lying in the back of farm
sheds for years and years. Some are in
excellent original condition but just
haven’t gone for years while others are
there waiting for that day when they will
be restored. [ guess there is still many more
also unknown to us.

Pictures taken at Gore Bay.



THE WAY
WE WERE

As recorded by Grant Hitchings

Among the contributions made to
Archives recently are two that our
regular columnist, Grant Hitchings,
thought may, be of special interest to
our readers.

F I Yhe first is a clipping from the Napier
Courier, a local newspaper, and
concerns long-time VCC members

Olive and Reg Kilbey, the two octogenar-

ians who run an antique dealership in

Napier and who featured in Beaded Wheels

No. 266.

The paper reported that the couple who
have been managing Raphael Furnishing
Studios Ltd. for more than fifty years had
been presented with the prestigious “Spirit
of Napier” award in recognition of their
outstanding contribution towards a more
progressive city and community.

The article went on to say that the
Kilbeys are enthusiastic supporters of Art
Deco and the Art Deco Trusts and have
supported the arts over the years in partic-
ular by loaning furniture and other items
from their shop for theatre productions.

[t appears that they provided a sofa
on stage for the legendary blues singer
Eartha Kitt in a performance in Napier
and three Victorian drawing room suites
for Oscar Wilde’s play “A Woman of No
[mportance.”

[t also mentioned that Olive had
just finished writing a book, From Small
Beginnings, which is currently with a
publisher.

Ray Shearman, MNzm

The second item received by the
Archive was an article cut from the
Christchurch Press announcing that one
Ray Shearman of Christchurch had been
featured in the New Year’s (2004) Honours
List, being made a Member of the New
Zealand Order of Merit for service to
motorcycling during the past fifty years.

Aware that there is a Ray Shearman in
the Canterbury Branch of the VCC, active
in the Motorcycle Section, 1 therefore
assumed they were the same person and so
one evening paid Ray a visit.

I had a very pleasant time and came
away knowing more about one of our

Grant Hitchings (left) discovers a little more about the man and his machines, Canterbury Branch

motorcycle enthusiast, Ray Shearman.

early members and more about the
Vintage Car Club.

Unfortunately Ray became a widower
two and a half years ago but he seems to
be coping on his own very well and his
home is immaculate. Ray was born in
1930 in Christchurch and received his
education there.

Plumbing was his chosen career and he
commenced work with A & T Burt Ltd. a
prominent Christchurch plumbing firm in
1945. He thinks his love of motorcycling
is inherited from his mother who, before
his arrival, rode a flat-tank Norton around
the streets of the city. I imagine in the
late 1920s this would have caused great
interest among the populace.

Buying his first motorcycle in 1946
(a 1925 Model P Triumph) he became
involved with all types of motorcycle
competition before moving into the
administrative area. He comments that
these days his most usual task is that of
Safety Steward checking and approving
riders’ gear before competition.

Ray is a member of many motorcycle
clubs and organisations and is a Life
Member of the Pioneer, Corsair and Bears
clubs as well as being a Life Member of
Motorcycling New Zealand which has 74
clubs affiliated to it. Another outlet for
him is the ‘Geriatrics’ a group of elderly
riders who have a monthly ride around
Canterbury. He also helps regularly at
Ferrymead Heritage Park.

The Indian motorcycle seems to be
his favourite make and he has two of
these American-made machines, both
with vee-twin configuration similar to the
better-known Harley-Davidson models.

His 1918 bike has a capacity of 1,000cc
and is known as the ‘Power Plus’. Ray
assures me that the Indian was the first
motorcycle to be produced incorporating
an electric starter motor although his
particular model was not fitted with one.

The other is the well known 500cc
capacity 741 B model as used by the
military during WW I1.

He owns a Vintage 1927 Austin 12/4
car which is used on Club rallies and
sometimes as his town car

Ray’s favourite Club motorcycle rally is
the ‘Dunvegan’, an overnighter organised
by Otago Branch. He has supported this
over many years riding his Power-Plus and
seems to have a stranglehold on the Age/
Mileage Trophy. This is awarded to the
entrant whose age added to the distance
travelled on the rally and commuting to
and from the venue is the greatest.

He has also supported the ‘Irishman’
since 1966 driving the Austin, and is
looking forward to this year’s run, the 50th
running of the event.

Ray joined the VCC in 1959. At this
time Canterbury Branch held its meetings
in a garage at the home of a Mr Jim
Cummings in Randolph Street, Woolston.
The Branch then bought and moved into
a clubroom in Colwyn Street and when
it had outgrown this, built its present
clubrooms at McLeans Island. He admits
that he is not an avid ‘committee person’
preferring to help in other more practical
ways. (No doubt his plumbing skills would
have been appreciated during the construc-
tion of the new Branch Clubrooms.) Ray
spoke of the major contribution some
members made working on the Mcleans
Island project both in building work or
sourcing materials and he feels that their
contribution is being largely overlooked
these days which disappoints him.

He looks forward to many more years of
motoring with the VCC especially on his
beloved Indians.

To Olive and Reg and Ray the Vintage
Car Club passes on its congratulations
wishes them well for the future.
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VIC Vintage says
Vin Number Allocation Before (Inc.) Vehicle Identity Card or Historic
Restoration Commences Motor Vehicle Date of Manufacture &
Owners of Historic Motor Vehicles  Authenticity Statement. The MR16 form Flathead & Custemline
can have a Vehicle identification Number  is available from any LTSA agent. I have Specialist
(VIN) allocated to a vehicle either during in the past written a covering letter, but SHOWRO®M
or before a restoration commences. The  now an owner can attend to the altera- @ld Mill Building, 2 Hyde Street,
Vehicle must have been accepted through  tions required providing they are correct Kati Kati 3063
the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand  on the VIC. Phene: 07 549 4211
(Inc.) Vehicle Identity Card system Fax 07 549 2000
and have a date of manufacture and  vehijcle Emissions For Historic Motor Spe;?:l.ilsi?ss ;ZQZ‘E‘XSCLZ';L‘;'L:‘ i
Authenticity Statement. This allocated  Vehicles Heurs 9-5 Weekdays
VIN number will remain with that vehicle The Land Transport Rule for Vehicle
always. The VIN number can be engraved  Epjssions 2003 currently applies only to i i
onto the chassis. vehicles entering New Zealand and does |~ -
not apply to vehicles manufactured before
Temporary Registration For Overseas  1990.
Visiting Historic Motor Vehicles All members are encouraged to keep
Vehicles arriving in to NZ on a  their Historic Motor Vehicles in top
temporary basis for a Rally can be  mechanical condition and ensure they are
issued with a Date of Manufacture and  regularly serviced and maintain the best
Authenticity Statement that includes  possible fuel efficiency UK-based, The Automobile is the only
the licence plate number of the Vehicle’s A 6-month pilot Emission testing international magazine devoted exclusively
country of origin, as long as these vehicles  program will be conducted later this year at to pre-1960 cars and commercial vehicles.
remain currently licenced in their country  six selected sites throughout New Zealand.
of origin while they are in New Zealand.  Participants will be able to take part on a Every issue packed with articles by leading
These vehicles will go through a basic  voluntary basis. motoring journalists and old-car experts.
safety check and will not be required to The Vintage Car Club of New Zealand
have a headlamp endorsement. As New (Inc.) has been invited to take part in this Profi_les Vehicles from all corners of th?
Zealand is a signatory to the 1946 Geneva  voluntary evaluation program. Historic World, lgcludlng New Ze‘aland, and contains
Convention these visiting vehicles can Motor Vehicles from all age groups and informative technical articles and restoration
be used on our roads with Temporary  engine types and technology recognised by features.
Registration. the .CFUb will be i‘nvi.ted by your branch to The Automobile is now available on
participate at a site in your region to test subscription in New Zealand at £59 for
Change Of Motor Vehicle Details emission capability. 12 issues.
Completing an  Application  to Parameters will be established for'm‘otor ® save $$s on the news-stand price
Change Motor Vehicle Details (MR16) Vethlf?S bef9f€ ' compulsory emissions @ pay by credit card
and returning it to the Land Transport  screening which is expected from mid to ® deli 4 by airmail i
; ! elivered by airmail in the month
Safety Authority, Transport Registry  late 2006. )
Centre, Private Bag, Palmerston North, It is stressed however that Historic Motor of issue.
can correct vehicle details that are incor- vehicles in good condition manufactured For information and a free sample copy contact:
rectly recorded on the New Zealand Motor ~ before 1990 will not be penalized. Douglas Ormrod, 56 Whitehaven Road,
Vehicle Register. Please attach a copy of Glendowie, Auckland. Ph/fax 09 575 4879
the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand

ROD BRAYSHAW

National Registrar

(|

A

101 Harman St S\ﬁggig ne;ege

PO Box 9164

Chris(t)::(hurch 2 30x3 to 895x135

New Zealand Lock ring Heavy Split Rims Well base Rolled edge.
Phone 03 338 4307 and light. Al sizes

Fax 03 338 4309 Now available
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Roger Levis has been around
Studebakers for most of his life.
When he inherited his father’s car
his interest became more
than passing.

Presidential Prowess

Text and photos Roger Levis

he car is a 1938 President, which
| was my father’s car. I inherited it
when Dad died in 1993. We have a
long family involvement with Studebakers.
My grandfather owned several, the last
being a 1936 Dictator, which my older
brother now owns. Our younger brother
Grant ended up with the 1924 Special Six
that had been cut down into a flat deck
truck for use on the farm. Unfortunately,
the body panels were not kept, making
restoration very difficult. Grant has
since sold it; the new owners have got it
roadworthy as a Beverly Hillbillies replica!
My first childhood memories of that
vehicle are of it parked in the barn on the
family farm, where it had been since WW
II. I saw the car on display at this year’s
Agricultural Field Days at Mystery Creek,
Hamilton and the new owners generously
gave me the chance to drive it, which was
a great thrill.

Anyway, [ digress, back to my car. Dad
bought it in 1954 whilst living in Blenheim
serving in the RNZAE [ have the original
ownership papers. It was first registered
in NZ in 1940 by NZ Distributors Ltd,
Auckland, and had seven previous owners
before Dad. I have many fond childhood
memories of travelling in the car; it could
cruise at 80 mph and could even show 100
mph on the speedo (given enough straight
road!). Dad even used it in car club events,
hard to imagine. It had been stored in the
barn along with the other two Studebakers
since 1971. 'm not sure why Dad put it
into storage, in fact I don’t believe he
intended it to be long term. Nevertheless,

that’s what happened. It sat there for over
30 years until my mother sold the farm
last year. This meant we had to find new
homes for our cars, not to mention five
large trailer loads of various car parts!
This was the spur I needed, as I was deter-
mined not to leave the President sitting in
storage for another 30 years. [ wanted to use
and enjoy it myself. Unfortunately 1 have
not inherited my father’s engineering and
mechanical abilities; so I have been very
lucky to have had a lot of help from a friend
of mine. Mike has worked as a car restorer,
so his assistance was invaluable, I could not
have done this project without him.

In March last year I moved the
Studebaker from the farm to a workshop
in Cambridge, where we live. The
workshop is operated by lan Goodwin
as CHB Automotive - engine recondi-
tioner. Ian has been responsible for the
engine work plus any other engineering
work as required.

In the beginning we decided to do only
what was required to get the car going as it
wasn’t in bad condition at all, only surface
rust, nothing structural. However, it soon
became apparent that we were in for a
complete restoration. The engine would
not turn over by hand. Removal of the
head showed rust in the bores and seized
pistons. lan was able to remove the pistons
from the block and the seized rings from
the pistons. Luckily the cylinder bores
honed up nicely and showed no signifi-
cant wear so we were able to re-use the
pistons. lan found new rings to suit (from
his extensive stock). The con-rod bearings
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were worn so replacements were sought.
This probably initiated the first of many
phone calls to our branch parts officer
George, who [ must say has been a tremen-
dous help all through this project, thanks
George. Even his US contact didn’t have
anything, so lan machined Austin A60
bearing shells to fit.

The main bearings were fine, no wear
on the crank, so were used again. The
camshaft journals were worn, so lan made
and fitted new ones. Oddly, the inlet
valves were worn out while the exhausts
were fine; perhaps they had been replaced
previously. lan adapted some blank valves
to suit.

lan commented that he was very
impressed with the engine, superior to
anything else he had experienced of that
era. It’s a straight eight, 250 cubic inches,
110 bhp @ 3600 rpm, nine main bearings,
and pressure lubrication. George was able
to supply a new head gasket from his stock.
All other gaskets we made ourselves.

While all this was going on, the body
panels had been removed leaving just the
body attached to the chassis. We decided
to leave the body on, as there was no
corrosion at all in the chassis. Also, we
had considered having the body and
panels sent away for chemical stripping,
but decided against that and proceeded
to strip by hand. I only remember the car
being black, but we found it had previously
been two tone blue and green twice; in all
we stripped away seven layers of paint.

We removed all other parts off the
chassis, had them sandblasted then painted
with POR15, along with the chassis itself.
The brake system was completely renewed,
new pipes, hoses, linings etc. There was a
little rust in the bottom of the doors and
guards, so Mike cut it out and fabricated
new steel parts and fitted to the panels.

12 Beaded Wheels

Once all this was done, it was ready
for painting. [ approached four painters to
quote on the job; their quotes varied by
over 100%! Needless to say, I didn’t accept
the lowest or highest. I chose Roy Brown
in Te Awamutu; he had painted cars for
Mike in the past. The car was at the paint
shop for six weeks! I am pleased to say they
did a fabulous job, the car looks stunning
in its new intense black paint. All the
panels were painted off the car separately,
so it was a big job. To get it all back to the
workshop [ hired an enclosed trailer and
wrapped every single piece in bubble wrap.
It took Mike and I all day.

Now reassembly could begin. The engine
and transmission was ready and waiting.
The transmission is three speed with free-
wheel and overdrive. The gear selection on
my car is a complicated vacuum-assisted
system. The tiny gear lever is mounted
in the centre of the dashboard and via a
series of linkages connects to a servo unit
mounted alongside the gearbox. This then
selects the gears. I think this system was
only available on the President in 1938
and discarded thereafter. It certainly gave
us a few headaches reconditioning it.

A completely new wiring loom was
made and installed. We decided to retain
the six-volt system.

There are many of pieces of chrome
work on the car, all of which required
renewing. This gave us probably the most
problems of any aspect of the whole project,
particularly the die-cast pieces. Over time
the die-cast has corroded, split, pitted, and
is impossible to repair - the electroplaters
hate it. And some pieces were broken
during disassembly. We therefore decided
to have new door handles cast in bronze,
then chrome plated. The exterior handles
were simple enough but the interior ones
have given us a whole lot of grief. They had

corroded and were firmly attached to their
remote inside the door and were impos-
sible to get apart without damage. So again
new ones were cast but the splined male
section that fits into the female remote
was not able to be cast accurately. So we
had a piece of steel shaft cut with splines
to suit and then attached to the handle.
Sounds simple, but was extremely compli-
cated and took several attempts over a
long time to finally get right. The first
batch of pieces for chrome-plating were
done in Hamilton but they took three
months to do it, so I changed to Gisborne
Electroplaters, who did a nice job in about
a month turnaround.

The bumpers were a little rippled and
being of spring steel were hard as hell.
After doing one (and wearing out his
hammer!), the panelbeater asked me to
get the other one heated in a furnace to
reduce the hardness.

The car was then taken to Hamilton to
have the upholstery completely replaced.
The original was green leather but was
too worn to retain. I decided to stay with
leather but changed colour to charcoal.
Ian Friend of Friends Motor Trimming did
a great job.

A lot of the glass was discoloured and
scratched and consequently was replaced.
All the rubberware was also replaced -
well nearly all. The window mouldings
presented a problem. I managed to get
new front quarter window mouldings from
Steele Rubber Co., USA, but haven’t
been able to find new rear quarter window
mouldings, so have had to refit the old
ones. If anyone can help in this regard,
please give me a call. Basis in Renwick
were most helpful with supplying various
rubber parts.

The grille badge had a chip out of
the enamel. Attempts to find a new one



were fruitless, so I sent my damaged one
to Kevin Casey in Dunedin. He did a
fabulous job of re-enameling it.

The steering wheel was in really bad
condition with lots of cracks in the rim.
Doug of Kiwi Metal Polishers in Rotorua
rebuilds steering wheels as a hobby and did
a very nice job.

One problem I still have is that of a
missing hubcap. The car only ever had
three; one must have been lost long ago.
I’ve searched the Internet, spoken to
people all over New Zealand and Australia,
to no avail. Andy Fox has recently been in
US, but was also unable to find one. I
think they are called the deluxe hubcap.
They are large diameter, cover almost the
whole wheel out to the rim and have
President stamped in the centre. Again,

if anyone can help in this matter, please
give me a call. I have photos that can be
sent to help.

Tyres. 1 agonised over deciding what
tyres to use. A year ago I could have
bought new cross-plies 6.50 x 16 for $275
ea. | decided not to spend the money
then as tyres would be the last things I
needed. When [ enquired recently, to my
shock and horror I found these same tyres
had inflated in price to over $400 each! I
really wanted to keep the car as original
as possible, but that was way too much
money, so I've gone with radials. Of course
I made sure they were the same dimen-
sions as the cross-plies, and best of all they
were less than half the price.

Now all that remained was the culmi-
nation of 15 months work, the trip to the

vehicle testing station for certification, on
Friday 15 August.

We initially failed due to the handbrake
not operating the left rear wheel, but a
return to the workshop soon had that
solved. To finally achieve my dream of
getting this car back on the road was
fantastic, one of the best days of my life.

The next day, Saturday, my wife and
I hopped into the President and drove
into my mother’s place in Hamilton and
surprised the life out of her. It made it all
worthwhile.

This car is going to change our lives,
in more ways than one. As we don’t have
garage space at home for it, we are looking
for a property with either extra garaging
or space to build it. There goes the bloody
mortgage again!

We are looking forward to getting out
in the Studebaker as often as possible and
also to meeting you all at future rallies.
My contact details are:

Phone: 07 827 3769 Fax: 07 827 3748
Mobile: 021 428 656
Email: roger.levis@ah.novartis.com

SOUTHWARD
MUSEUM TRUST

INCORPORATED

_| Car Museum
_| Conference Centre
_| Restaurant

_| Theatre

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm
CLOSED only on Christmas

Day, Good Friday and
Anzac morning

lassic Tvres

for all Veteran Vintage & Classic Cars 1888-1970

DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN,

FIRESTONE, COKER CLASSIC & DIMENSION IV RADIALS etc,
also Dunlop racing tyres.

DUNLOP wire wheels, splines, knock-on caps, spokes and rims for

HEALEY, JAGUAR, MG, MORGAN, RILEY, TRIUMPH, ETC. White wall trims

Centact PETER WOODEND o |
Ph 07 571 5525 « Fax 07 571 5526

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)
Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 e Fax 04 297 0503
email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southward.org.nz

Mobile 025 605 4040 PO Box 2245, Tauranga
Email: classic_tyres@wave.co.nz
Website: www.classictyres.co.nz
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Siwr Len Southward
Remembered

Honorary Life Member, Vintage Car Club of New Zealand
20 September 1905 — 19 February 2004

It is impossible to do justice to the importance and
influence that Sir Len Southward had on the New
Zealand Vintage Car Club Wellington Branch.

Sir Len was founder, mentor and Patron for 46 years
- his passing on 19 February has left a gap in our
ranks but he leaves a rich legacy that members and
enthusiasts throughout New Zealand can treasure.
Roger White shares his memories of an

icon of kiwi motoring.

offered by Veteran cars. This was fuelled by seeing a rally in the

United Kingdom. The film Genevieve had generated interest
world wide and was the catalyst for massive expansion in the
movement. On the National scene the Vintage Car movement
was already ten years old, but for local enthusiasts it was necessary
to travel to Wanganui for Club activities.

In 1958 Len and his friend Charlie Maxwell floated the idea
of a Wellington Branch and convened a meeting which met with
surprising enthusiasm, and the Branch was formed with over 40
initial members.

Len was incredibly busy expanding his business during the
fifties and sixties lending his mind to all sorts of engineering and
business challenges, but all through this he found time and energy
to devote to his new passion as well as motor racing, and many
other activities

Len provided the initial guidance and enthusiasm that enabled
our Branch to rapidly increase to over 250 members. The Southward
Engineering facilities became the early home of our Branch.

Len knew everybody in these early days and generously gave of his
time and knowledge to help members, everybody was treated with
respect and dignity no matter what vehicle or what background they
had. However that did not exclude the dangers of being exposed to
his practical jokes. Len had a wicked sense of humour and enjoyed a
laugh. I remember vividly my first experience of this.

As a fifteen year old member I used to go to Len and Vera’s
house to assist in a very small way with the restoration of the 1904
Wolseley that he would take to the London to Brighton run in
1962. This car was the ex-Paris Motor Show car which had much
polished steel to keep us busy. As a break to the work Len showed
me a “Pack of Cards” on the bench. The front cover had a picture of
a gorgeous scantily clad young lady. “It gets better inside” said Len,
I reached down to pick it up. But there were strips of metal on the
sides connected to a hidden magneto that Len was busily winding.
You should have seen my face as I jumped back about 20 feet!

I didn’t learn the facts of life that day but I sure did learn
about magnetos!

Alan and Colin Dray worked intensely with Len on the
Wolseley and supported Len and Vera on the trip of a lifetime.
14 Beaded Wheels

In 1955 Len became interested in the idea and challenge

Two icon’s of kiwi motoring, Sybil Lupp and Sir Len Southward. Photo
supplied by Gordon Votgherr.

They competed successfully not only in the London to Brighton but
earned major concourse awards on other important International
events. This was a first for a New Zealand owned Veteran car. Alan
and Colin were able to use the Wolseley in future events after Len
and Vera returned before preparing it for shipment home.

Len and Vera returned to the London to Brighton and to
Germany in 1986 with the 1895 Benz to celebrate the Centenary
of the Motor Car.

During this time I learnt about his passion for excellence. “Do
it Right — Do it Once,” and also about his willingness to share
his knowledge and experience. His ability to grasp engineering
concepts, to think things through, and to turn solutions into
reality was remarkable.

For more than fifteen years Southwards’ provided the facilities
that we needed for all our club activities and social events.

One of the most pleasant duties we enjoyed in the sixties
was the manning of the Museum in the corner of the factory in
Seaview. Here we could share our enthusiasm with the public and
many new members came from this.

Len was always willing to encourage younger members and
many of us enjoyed the privilege of using cars from the museum
for special events.

When it became desirable for us to pursue our own independent
Club Rooms once again Len was there to provide practical support
and equipment and all while simultaneously planning his own
move to Paraparaumu.

Here his vision and commitment was amazing matched only by
his drive and determination. He could see not just a car museum
as most of us would, but a facility and gardens that would benefit
the whole of the Wellington region community.

What resulted was a magnificent entertainment facility second
to nothing anywhere, not only for car enthusiasts enjoying the
complex but also theatre and arts groups and many other organi-
sations. The tilting floor is just one example of the innovative
thinking that set him apart.

Len and Vera continued to support Wellington Branch strongly
throughout this period generously making the new facilities
available for all kinds of activities, what an exciting venue it is ,
how lucky we are.



Two of the main events where all the facilities were used to the maximum
were the 1985 Centenary Easter Rally and the Summer City Veteran Rally,
both highly successful events.

During these events Len’s love of kids would come to the fore and often
his mischievous humour. His favourite trick was to watch the kids punting
on the lake, sneaking down to the pump house and turning on the fountain
at precisely the right moment. I don’t know what the Mums thought but
the kids loved it!

The museum is full of exotic, rare and even bizarre exhibits that we
enthusiasts could only dream about or read about in books, if it had not
been for Len sourcing and restoring these vehicles.

Len was also active with the National Executive, advising and assisting
with many projects. In particular he spent much time negotiating with the
then Ministry of Transport and laid the foundation for the exceptional
relationship we enjoy with this organisation.

The major benefit from this was the reduction in relicencing fees for
vehicles over 40 years of age. A major boost to our movement. Len was
elected an Honorary Life Member of the Vintage Car Club in 1977.

In 1986 Wellington Branch proudly supported his Knighthood which
was awarded for outstanding services to the community. The picture of our
Patron being Knighted by Queen Elizabeth II now hangs in pride of place
in our clubrooms

Len was a keen rallyist and with Vera and the trusty 1912 Buick they
supported all our major events and of course National and International
events. The Buick was completed just in time for the 1965 International
Rally and with it they won many major awards.

The most stunning of many superb restorations was the 1915 Indianapolis
Stutz. This is a most rare and important car with exciting history in the
United States and here in New Zealand The Stutz needed a complete
remanufacture which stretched all the resources available to him and was
way beyond the capabilities of the average restorer. The great result is now
available for all to enjoy.

Len and Vera enjoyed the social side of rallies as well as the competi-
tive events but Len really brought the house down when he arrived at the
final dinner for the 1980 International in Rotorua dressed up to nines but
wearing a set of ear muffs! He didn’t like loud music!

The most amazing thing throughout all of these achievements is that
Len remained a people person always approachable, always willing to give a
hand and share knowledge while all the time challenging you to strive for
perfection.

Scores of Wellington Branch members and many more from around the
country have benefited from his generosity, his particular affinity for Austin
Sevens benefited many owners. He was always happy to debate the correct
direction for the door handles with any unsuspecting seven owner! The
pleasure that he derived from supporting others was immense and genuine.

To Sum up Sir Len

His achievements were incredible. His personality unforgettable

His enthusiasm infectious and his Legacy everlasting

FAREWELL SIR LEN SOUTHWARD

text Don Hawkes

The service to celebrate the life of Sir Len Southward was
held in the Southward Museum Auditorium on Tuesday 24
February commencing at 11 a.m.

The rain stopped and the sun shone on the 600 people
who attended the service. This included many past and
present members of the New Zealand Vintage Car Club
who had come from all over New Zealand to pay their last
respects to the person who was the founder and mentor of
the Wellington Branch. Amongst others in the gathering
were members of the local community, members of the
handicapped society and also Highway 61 gang members.
Ushers for the day were senior students from Paraparaumu
College.

Floodlit on the auditorium stage during the service were
three of Sir Len’s favorite vehicles - 1904 Wolseley, 1912
Buick and the 1895 Benz. What a magnificent sight.
Parked outside were over 50 cars and bikes, all ages and
sizes, waiting to escort Sir Len on his last journey. The
vehicle to lead this cavalcade (after the hearse) was the
1902 Crestmobile of the Delany family.

During the service the following people spoke about Sir
Len’s achievements : Roy Southward spoke on behalf of
the family.

Kapiti historian Joan Sherley praised Sir Len for his work
in the local community in establishing the Paraparaumu
College Arts awards. She also complimented him for the
large part that the museum theatre plays in the local arts
scene.

Roger White, from the Wellington Branch of the Vintage
Car Club spoke about the efforts that Sir Len put into
getting the vintage car movement established in the
Wellington area.

Graeme Barrell spoke about Sir Len’s successful business
activities and commented that “Sir Len could have written
a book on business practices and staff relationships”.

At the close of the service in the auditorium, the pallbearers
carried the coffin outside to the waiting hearse for the
committal, followed by the opportunity for people to place
a red rose on the coffin, in readiness for the final journey.
It was great to see the hearse lead the cortege out through
the museum gates, around through Otaihanga and into
Paraparaumu so that Sir Len could turn south towards
Wellington (heading for Whenua Tapu Cemetery) while
the rest of the convoy went back to Southwards Museum
for lunch and to reminisce about Sir Len and the early
days.

A fitting farewell for such a fine gentleman.

A view of the Southward Museum Auditorium during the funeral service. Left to Right. Wurlitzer organ, 1904 Wolseley, 1912 Buick & 1895 Benz. Photo

Dominion Post
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Gordon Sharpe

50 Year Award

The recent National Veteran Rally
held in Dunedin provided the perfect
backdrop to honour another member

joining the group that have been

members of our Club for 50 years.

ordon Sharpe: A Founding member
Gof the Otago Branch of the VCC,

held the Branch Secretary/
Treasurer (Periodically from 1954 - 1982),
was Secretary of the Dunedin Brighton Run
Committee, a local convenor for the 1965
Haast International Rally, House Manager
at the Park St Club Rooms, a Member
of the Committee for the Pacific Basin
proposed Classic Series, and continues to
hold the position of Secretary/Treasurer for
the revised Classic Street Races.

At the time Gordon joined the Vintage
Car Club there was only one club in
existence, located in Christchurch - the
original club founded by Andy Anderson
and the late Rob Shand. During 1954,
Gordon and another member, Michael
Haggitt, rallied a team together and at
a meeting held in the AA rooms on 19
July 1954, the Vintage Car Club of Otago
was formed. In effect this became the first
branch of the VCC of NZ. Gordon was
nominated to the position of Secretary/
Treasurer. There were about 25 prospective
members at the meeting and a lot of them
had found out about the club because they
were driving a vehicle that appealed to
Gordon and when he saw one parked in
town, he left a note on the windscreen.
Remember, most of what we now recognise
as desirable and expensive Vintage vehicles
were being used as everyday transport in
the fifties. Gordon’s first Vintage car was a
Chrysler 77 Roadster followed by a 12 hp
Humber and in 1955 a 41/2 litre Bentley
which was only 26 years old.

During the formation of the Otago
Branch, Michael Haggitt and Gordon
had been having conversations with the
Mayor, Leonard Wright, who had just
come back from England, having been an
official guest at London’s Festival. He had
had a ride in a Veteran in the London to
Brighton Veteran Rally. The suggestion
was made that they could have a Dunedin
to Brighton Veteran Rally and this dream
came about in 1955 with the help of
the City and the Automobile Association,
who organised and ran the field tests.
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As well as being Secretary/Treasurer of
the Club, Gordon was also Secretary of
the Brighton Run until this task was taken
over by Brian Mooney. Starting with the
1965 International Haast Rally and after a
stint as house convener for the Park Street
Club Rooms, he concentrated on new
events for the Club, starting with the PVV
Rally, which proved a great success. After
years of argument over VCC eligibility
Gordon took the then bold step of inviting
representatives from one make clubs to
join in, which most of them did, providing
three cars from each club. Looking back,
most of them are now eligible under our
new rules.

Gordon and the new branch members
also had an input as competitors, officials
and crash crews in the Dunedin Street
Races from 1953 to 1965, when racing
ceased. This taste for the more sporting
events stayed in the Branch blood for
many years and it was only after the last
road race in Dunedin in 1965 that Gordon
and the Branch’s involvement in this side
ceased to be renewed until 1984.

It was coming into the 80s when,
around the Park Street bar, conversa-
tion on the standard Saturday afternoon
assembly turned to motor racing again.
Dunedin, the home of street racing, had
not seen an event since 1965. Talk turned
to revive the Wharf Street Circuit, (they
didn’t think they could revive the Oval
since it now had a motorway through it!)

With the agreement of interested
members, they named the event “The
Southern Festival of Speed”. The organi-
sation was a combination of the VCC,
Otago Sports Car Club and the then
newly formed Classic Motor Racing Club.
Gordon was Secretary/Treasurer of this
organisation that ran the Wharf Circuit
in 1984 and 1986 and in 1989 they started
the Oval circuit where the event runs to
this day, with Gordon Sharpe as the Race
Secretary.

At this time a proposal for a Pacific
Basin Classic Race Series was being aired,
in which Gordon had a strong involvement.
Unfortunately it did not come to pass.

Gordon has stated to me the satis-
faction that he had in reading the
VCC/NZMotorsport agreement and was
determined to have an Historic Vehicle
(Vintage) Race in 2003, which they did.
There was a great spirit of enthusiasm and
cooperation from the VCC and hopefully
this year they will be welcomed back in
increased numbers.

Gordon has been involved with the
Concours judging for this year’s 50th
Dunedin Brighton Run.

This award of 50 years is an acknowl-
edgment of service and loyalty to not only
the Club, but also the philosophy and
vision members had in those early days. As
a participant in many events, as well as a
major contributor to the organisation on
Branch and National events, Gordon has
served his 50 years admirably.
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John Cleland out for the first time
ina VCC run in his 1913 Ford T
assisted for the day by Bill Inglis.

n one of the first reasonably fine days for the summer,
Ol6 entrants and crews set out from the Hawke’s Bay

VCC clubrooms at Awatoto to enjoy a day of motoring
their Veteran vehicles. Mike and Neroli Perry who own a 1904
Napoleon which is not exactly a ball of fire, have grizzled for some
years that often the Veteran runs in past events were over the odd
hill. This is to the point of suggesting that previous Veteran rally
organisers had something in for them in particular by stealthily
making all the Veteran runs take in some trigonometrical point or
other in the Bay. Nothing was further from the truth and of course
as punishment for the suggestion got the job, and a very good fist
they made of it too.

Digby Young in his Cadillac, winner of
the “boy-racer” circuit event.

Wayne and Shona Richards in their 1911 EMF getting instructions from back-
seat driver Pat Bren at the start.

Bruce Carrad on Veteran Harley-Davidson showing  On the “boyracer” circuit, Gavin Harris in his 1918 Ford T
Speedster fails to frighten his navigator Tony Prebensen.

prowess as a circuit racer.

HAWKE'S BAY
Veteran Rally

Text and photos Rod McKenzie

Not far from our clubrooms is a Seahorse Farm to which we
were taken for a look round. One of the uses for dried product is
as an Asian aphrodisiac, so I will leave it to your imagination as
to the comments the use to which this could be put to boost the
power of the Napoleon, and nobody even considered the driver!
Skirting the village of Clive we drove to one of our club member’s
little businesses near Hastings, where he has a racetrack for Boy
Racers to vent their spleens on a tight concrete surface. Naturally,
the “Old Boy Racers” were to circuit this in a time we were to
choose for ourselves. No real speed was involved, but quite a lot of
fun. Digby Young in his 1907 Cadillac won this section as his time
was exactly as he had predicted.

In our rally packs we found a fifty cent piece which was to be
spent at our next stop, a Lions Club secondhand book stall. There
was a myriad of books to select from and titles were purchased by
the entrants mainly from the sections of motoring and sex. We
had to hand our purchases over to Mike and Neroli at the next
stop. The books were later drafted into something “suitable” for
each entrant and everyone received a prize that evening. Sex For
Newlyweds was presented with much hilarity to a couple who had
been married for many years, and Stan Corlett and Dallas Denby
received a book with all the insides gutted from it which should
make a good tool box for the Metz!

The next stop was at a Boutique Brewery in Hastings which
was a welcome stop as some sampling of product was needed to
keep dry tongues moist, and to buy something for the evening
drinks. Lunch was taken at the Japanese gardens in Cornwall Park
before we all headed back toward Napier and a visit to a group of
wood-turning enthusiasts. A demonstration of their skills had a
very small wooden cup encircled by a wooden ring made before
our eyes from a piece of native timber.

An evening meal at the clubrooms concluded the event with
takeaways of our choice, before the Magician Mike, complete with
top-hat, cape and wand, and his fair assistant, the lovely Neroli,
showed us his “slight” of hand. Not a white rabbit in sight, and who
was it suggested that the winners came out of his hat?

Glen and Maureen Bull from the Wairarapa
having fun on their combination.

Beaded Wheels 17



he major factor in this year’s

| Dunvegan was the snow storm.

Both the forecast and the reality.

The weekend storm of 4-5 October 2003

created TV news for most of the week,

over most of New Zealand, but few gave

a thought for the hardy band of Vintage
motorcyclists who struggled through it.

Perhaps the forecast put off some
entrants, but at thirty we were about
average. One notable non-starter phoned
on Saturday morning to pull out as it
was already snowing at his home on a
hill near Balclutha. As in most recent
Dunvegans, the North Island was repre-
sented, this year by Messrs Eagles, Lowe
and Law from Palmerston North. They
had managed to shoehorn three bikes and
a sidecar plus gear and selves into a van for
the journey down. They even had a back-
up motor-bike - about two feet long and
fully functional.

As we headed south down the coast
road, the clouds ahead looked dark and
ominous, but apart from a small group of
riders who missed a turn and carried on up
into the hills and the snow, we met only a

scattering of snow none of which settled,
and rain in the Manuka Gorge.

A very tasty lunch at Beaumont set us
up for the rigors of the Millennium Track
on the “wrong” side of the Clutha — pot-
holes, mud, and unfenced stock. The mud
did catch out one or two and Reg Almond
had a mud-caked side on his jacket for the
remainder of the weekend. But it wasn’t
enough to quench his ever-present smile.

The meal and prize-giving at Naseby
were a little delayed by the need for John
Allum and the back-up team to retrieve
a gentleman whose life-long Scouting
interest hadn’t made him “prepared” with
sufficient petrol in the Francis Barnett.
Two others to need help were the perennial
Ray Shearman (1918 Indian), and Phil
Sell (1970 Trophy Triumph), both of
whom had main bearing troubles.

Sunday morning disclosed a skiff of
snow on the ground, which disappeared
as we lost altitude from Naseby’s 2000".
However, as we reached the relatively high
ground around Clarks Junction we ran into
more serious drifts and most were stopped
at Clarks Junction Hotel to await the snow



plough to clear the deepest drift just past
the pub. Neil Paisley (Norton ES2 and
sidecar) evaded the net and continued
on regardless, arriving in Dunedin about
the time the last of the group collected at
Clarks Junction.

The pot-belly stove was hot, as was
the coffee so the enforced wait was no
hardship. When it did come, the snow-
plough was set rather high, so our troubles
were by no means over. As well as the
deep drift there were several more snow
drifts to negotiate resulting in several
horizontal motorcycles. But no significant
bike damage that I heard of, and only one
or two wrenched person joints.

The Rally wound up with a convivial
afternoon tea at the Otago Clubroom:s.

Our thanks are due once again to
especially Bill Veitch and Bruce Murray,
together with a number of other Otago
VCC Members who helped organise, man
check-points and provide the Friday night
and Sunday afternoon functions.

Altogether a truly memorable
Dunvegan.
Results

Aotea Plate (Overall winner)

1 Murray Hamilton 1951 AJS
2 =Hayden Murray 1955 Ariel
Stewart Gutsell 1954 BSA

Ruddle Cup (Best Woman Rider)
Louise Pearce 1954 BSA

Dunvegan Rock (Best P60)
Errol Brown 1970 Norton

Dunvegan Trophy (Best All-round)
John Allum Back Up

Riders’ Choice

Gavin McCaw 1925 Harley Davidson
Hard Luck

Ray Shearman 1918 Indian

Age Mileage

Ray Shearman 1918 Indian

Shearman Cup (Oldest bike)

John Martin 1926 BSA
Nut Strangler Trophy
Phil Sell 1970 Triumph

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
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20% DISCOUNT

ON MENTIONING THIS AD

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston
rings contact:
JOHNSON'’S PISTON RINGS LTD.
PH: 09 579 7219 / 579 8788

918 Gt South Road, Penrose,
P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland

CAST IRON
WELBDING

Pewder Spray Precess,
Cylinder Heads, Manifelds,
Ceeling Fins, Castings,
Mechanical Repairs &
Rebuilds
THOMAS ROWE
M@TORING ENGINEER Ltd
Ne. 6 RD.
Palmersten Nerth
Phene 06 324-8707

VINTAGE & CLASSIC
ENGINE PARTS

B

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS
ENGINE BEARINGS
GEORGE CALDER LIMITED

307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH
PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482
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HM the King of Sweden summons his thanes to the 1940 BMW.

OM won the first Mille Miglia in 1927. Photo Gordon Vogtherr.
20 Beaded Wheels

Jochen Mass drives the historic Moss/Jenks Mercedes. The number indicates the
starting time. The 300SLR bore no relation to any road going sports car, being
virtually an enlarged Formula One car, and the rival Ferraris were even faster!

The King was in a corner, eating lunch from a plastic
container. The Prince drove in with his Bugatti.
The Ambassador was rubbing his shoulder after a bout with
a Bentley while the Councillor for the Province parked her
Renault 4 CV skilfully.

Text Scott Thomson, photos Scott Thomson Gordon Vogtherr

a fairy tale. There is also red. Red for the cars of Italy and

for the blood spilt in accidents that ended the Mille Miglia
forever in 1957. Italy is still slightly crazy about the open road
race that peaked in 1952 with 103 starters in the 750 touring class
alone — in a field of over 500.

Gordon Vogtherr introduced me to this kind of life. We
thought of taking Gordon’s rare Healey Elliot to queue for the
300 odd places in the historic rally that commemorates the Mille
Miglia. This model won the Touring Car class in 1948 when just
three Healeys made up the foreign challenge in a field of 187. We
reluctantly canned the idea, but it still seemed like a good thing to
take a family holiday in Tuscany and just watch.

Foreign cars were never big in the Mille Miglia, which was
dominated pre war by Alfa Romeo and post war by Ferrari. Two
wins by Mercedes were the exception and as event sponsors they
were in their ‘Lest We Forget’ mode. The roads were full of current
Mercedes range cars, as well as the historic 300 SLR with race
number 722. Jochen Mass was a near miss for Stirling Moss at the
wheel. BMW weren’t being left behind with some very interesting
people in some interesting race type machines from a 1940 war
time winner right down to an Isetta bubble car.

Nowadays the rally takes a full evening plus two days to cover
substantially the same route that Moss ironed out in 10 hours,
7 minutes and 48 seconds. Some of the roads have disappeared
under autostrada and urban sprawl, so there are now diversions
into historic and scenic spots.

This suited us. On the run south we were able to hook the
lunch stop at Urbino, inspect most of the cars and press on to
watch some of the later comers storm the Bocco Trabaria. Not all
passed. The sight of us having lunch at little tables inspired several
crews to stop. We thought they were all gone, till a 1957 Scarab

Chuck in medieval buildings and a warm blue sky and it’s



Healey silverstone with typical Fiat saloon behind.

A 1947 Fiat 1100 produced for the post war Mille Miglia. Similar saloons also
raced successfully in Belgium.

overtook us near the top of the pass. We could hear its big block
Chev engine at full song four corners behind us.

Next day we cut cross-country over very twisty roads where 40
kmh was a good working average. A coffee break brought contact
with a convoy of delightful German couples down to see the event
in their classic sports cars: MG Midget, Triumph TR4, Mercedes
230SL and Porsche Targa.

All of us were making for the top of the Futa Pass. Gordon
nearly fell down the bank with excitement at the thought of three
Healey Silverstones, and cheered wildly for a Kiwi couple suitably
named Moss in a Merc 220. [ was particularly interested in the
pre-war streamlined closed cars. The Italian cars were beyond
count. Aston Martins were everywhere and Mercedes Gullwings
were taken for granted.

PS: Post war Italy just had to get racing. Out of small workshops
and garages came a special breed of small sports car; Nardi, Perti,
Siata, Gilco, Stnaga, Giaur and Sighinolfi - strange names to us.
Few were ever seen outside Italy. Osca and Cisitalia are better
known. A couple grew up: Abarth and the mysterious 815
Autoavio which became Ferrari.

Built for road races, the little cars were quite durable with a
functional beauty. The rapid decline of road races from 1955 left
these cars no place to go. Several attempted to build cars for the
burgeoning Formula Junior, but were swamped by British produc-
tion racers bred for modern artificial circuits. A few diversified.
Most just vanished. Today some survivors are owned and driven
by descendants of people originally involved with them - wearable
renaissance art.

To see an unidentifiable little car hammering up a pass with the
engine on valve bounce and the crew almost falling out in their
efforts to hunt down a briskly driven Maserati is unforgettable.

Lunch stop at Urbino. Bugatti never featured strongly in the Mille Miglia but
this one certainly improves the scenery.

Mysterious 815 conceals the identity of the first car built by Ferrari. This is the
second, with straight eight 1500cc engine and was driven by a youthful Alberto
Ascari in the war-time 1940 Mille Miglia.

It lives! The Moss Mercedes on the Futa Pass.
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1950 Mobylette, Hugh Webey (Hamilton).

Kids on modern rocketships joined in ~ Allderdice family Berini Powercycle.
the spirit of the day.

Rudge Autocycle.

Waiters tray competition. John Foot checks the waiters tray for spillage.

Ted Billet’s unusual Heinkel Perle moped features a cast alloy frame.
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Blue Smoke

& Pedals

Text Des Harvey and Kelvin Davis, photos lan Verrall

This years Blue Smoke and Pedals 2004 run by the Waikato
Branch attracted a larger attendance than previous events.

pproximately 95 machines were there with a number of

owners riding them from up to 90 kilometres away to

attend, however most vehicles were trailered as the event
is more designed for unwarranted and unregistered machines.

To keep things interesting the organisers changed a number
of the events from last year as well as the venue. Taupiri Rugby
Grounds was where the action was this year.

A surprise bonus for entrants was an organised visit to local
plumber Fred Hansen’s place which was only a stone’s throw from
the venue. Fred has a collection of approximately 45 machines
in all states of repair, plus half a dozen exotic small bikes that are
housed in the lounge. A very restorable Zundap Bella took the eye
of many as it lay outside amongst several other very usable bits
and pieces but Fred stood his ground “nothing’s for sale” he kept
repeating.

Once back at the venue the competition got underway but
again the social aspect of the day took over with visitors, locals,
VVCC members and entrants enjoying simply talking scooters
and riding each others’ machines, some (wives) for the first time.

The barbecue was again a big asset to the event with Doreen
and Chris Shelley, our Head Chefs ably supported by one of the
entrant’s wives kept busy for most of the day as was the registration
desk manned by Janice Deiz and Christine Davis.

Competitions included riding outside a designated line past a
number of balloons that were tethered to a clothesline. The rider
was handed a stick with a point and told, don’t stop, no feet on
the ground, pop as many as you can — “GO!” This event will be
changed next year as the marshal ran out of wind.

There was towing the waiter’s tray and again the off venue
timed road trial for warranted and registered machines only. Once
competitors arrived back at the start they were instructed to do
it again. Several managed a time exactly the same as their first,
which was the objective.

The organisers made particular mention to entrants using
the road section that the public were also using the road as well
with an increase in the number of warning signs in this area (no
guessing why).

The feature event again came in the form of a teams’ timed
slalom. Most teams became very competitive as this event allows
the hoon personalities to emerge. Disappointingly for some, not
all were allocated to a team. This was especially disappointing for
those who had travelled a long distance to get there. At the organ-
isers debrief this situation has been rectified with the event being
reconstructed which will eliminate the same situation recurring.

An entrant who had brought three machines to sell took them
off the market as he and his kids were having so much fun, he has
entered again for next year’s event.

At the conclusion of the day, the BSP badges were presented
to entrants and marshals as were the chocolate fish to the event
placegetters of the competition.

Special thanks to the regular support team of Val Harvey,
Christine Davis, John and Shirley Foot, Joe and Lorraine Bruntlet,
Janice Deiz, Chris and Doreen Shelley.



HOKONUI HILL CLIMB

Text Glenys McKenzie SVCC Club Captain, photos Michael Weuston

annual Hokonui Hill Climb was held on a beautifully clear
Saturday at the end of November. Spectators from both
the Southland and Gore Branches motored over to support the

The Southland Branch of the Vintage Car Club’s 14th

entrants with Gore Branch members arriving for a picnic lunch
and the Southland members for afternoon tea. Prime positions
overlooking the hill climb track were quickly secured as members
settled in to watch the hill climb entrants put their cars through
their paces.

The four entrants were quickly paired, by the spectators, into
the ‘green team’ and the ‘red team’ readily identified by the colour
of their cars. The ‘green team’ consisted of Jim McFadzien in his
green Singer Vogue and Starr McDougall in his green MGA. The

a great gift idea

‘red team’ consisted of Alec McLennan in his red 1958 Austin
Healey ‘bugeye’ Sprite and Peter Kissell in his red 1954 Triumph
TR2.

Each entrant had four runs on the track and provided just
enough action to keep the spectators alert to the variances of
the camber of the track. A slight dust trail enabled spectators to
monitor the cars progress through the various blind spots.

The eventual winner, taking out the best time on his fourth
run, was Alec McLennan in a time of 1.03.69 followed in second
place by Peter Kissell in a time of 1.03.90. Some may well say that
the colour of the car does have a positive effect on the speed it
travels but time will tell on the 2004 Hokonui Hill Climb.
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BEHIND THE WHEEL

1927 MORRIS COMMERCIAL

L-type 12 cwt

Text Mark Dawber Photos Bruce Hutton QSM, LPSNZ
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y the early 1920s the car building
Bempire of William Morris was rapidly
taking shape. He had begun produc-
tion with the 1018cc White & Popp engined
Oxford two-seater in 1913, however the
First World War caused production to be
curtailed so that the Cowley factory could
be devoted to munitions production. Car
production continued through the war but
on a gradually reducing scale mainly with
parts produced before the war. After initial
problems with engine supplies and then
the brief depression of 1920, sales began
to soar. From a low of less than 2000 cars
in 1920 sales rose to 20,000 in 1923 and
54,000 in 1925.
Morris bought out his original backer
Lord Macclesfield to gain sole command of
the organisation and began buying up his

component supplying companies. One of
these was E G Wrigley & Company which
had been his axles and steering mechanism
supplier. Morris secured his engine supplies
by buying the dormant Coventry factory
established by the French Hotchkiss
concern during the War and using it to
produce a copy of the 1489cc American
Continental Red Seal engine to which he
had bought the design rights and used in his
Cowley cars since 1915.

Almost from the beginning a light
delivery version of the Morris Oxford
car had been available. Customers soon
wanted something bigger and Morris saw
an opportunity to expand into the light/
medium commercial market. Soon the
Wrigley Company of Soho, Birmingham
became Morris Commercial Cars. The



‘Tonner’ was introduced in 1924 using the
Morris Oxford motor and gearbox in a more
heavily constructed chassis giving a vehicle
to compete with the ever more popular
Ford T commercials and Continental
vehicles available on the British market.
It had a torque tube and a worm final drive
with a ratio of 8.3:1. Sankey wheels with
a split keeper ring and 6.00 x 23 straight
side tyres were used. Brakes were fitted to
the rear wheels only, with a separate set of
rod-operated shoes for the foot and hand
brakes. The “tonner” came as a cab and
chassis fitted with bonnet and front guards
— it was up to the new owner to have the
body of his or her choice fitted. This model
continued in production until the early
1930s when a larger model was introduced.

From 1927 to 1929 a lighter version
was produced — halfway between the car
chassis and the ‘Tonner’. This was known
as the ‘12 cwt’ model or ‘Light Truck’. It
used the same Oxford mechanicals but the
chassis was lighter with holes drilled in the
cross members. It retained the worm drive
of the ‘Tonner’ with the ratio raised to
7.33:1 but used an open drive shaft (with
fibre universal joints) and smaller 4.50 x
23 tyres. This model didn’t sell very well
and was discontinued late in 1929. The
enlarged radiator top tank seen on the truck
in the photos was intended to overcome
boiling problems but it didn’t.

It is interesting to note that Morris
Commercial Cars products that were
exported to Australia in the 1920s , quickly
developed a reputation for not being robust
enough to withstand the Australian road
conditions. Many cases of cracked chassis
members and stub axle failures had the
Australian agent, S A Cheney of Adelaide,
take a trip to the UK to demand an
audience with W R Morris himself. Cheney
discovered that the designers had no idea
of the atrocious road conditions that the
average truck user had to deal with at the
time. Eventually a party from UK including
W R Morris himself arrived in Australia for
a publicity tour in 1928. They set off on
a tour of Victoria and NSW in three cars
including a Morris Cowley and an Oxford.
The Cowley failed to complete the tour,
suffering a twisted rear axle housing and a
broken axle on one of the better roads over
which the group travelled. Morris returned
to England with a better understanding
of the situation and the next generation
of Morris Commercial trucks had design
improvements to cope with the arduous
roads. Whether the same problems occurred
here in New Zealand, I have not yet discov-
ered (letters please?).

Nick Harrison takes up the story:-

People ask me “Why a bloody slow old
Morris Commercial??!!”

It started in the 1950s on my grandfa-
ther’s farm in the Otaio Gorge at the foot

of the Hunter Hills behind Timaru. I was
still in short pants, didn’t shave or smoke
and was under 5’ 6” tall. My Dad, my uncle
(John Collier) and I took my grandfather’s
1925 Morris Commercial ‘“Tonner’ over to
Maungati to get chaff for the horse. It had
a wooden cab that moved like a large jelly
once the truck was in motion. Occasionally
the one door, on the passenger side of the
‘C’ cab, would swing open going over corru-
gations on the shingle road. The whine of
the gearbox on the hills, petrol dripping
from the scuttle-mounted tank that had
a hole in it near the bottom, the smell of
engine fumes coming into the cab, burning
oil on the exhaust and water running down
the inside of the cracked windscreen after
it had boiled - all this on the way to our
destination not half a mile from our front
gate! The same again on the way home
with a puncture as well to add to it all! This
truck was sold in the mid 1960s — much to
my disgust. It felt like a part of the farm had
GONE! I subsequently owned the same
truck for a short time 35 years later but that
is another story.

The truck [ own now started its life in the
Geraldine — Timaru area. It was retrieved by
the late Jack Morrison, who was the Morris
agent in Geraldine, and tucked away for a
rainy day. [ purchased it from his nephew
Peter Morrison (along with the remains of a
‘Tonner’ which had been restored but then
destroyed in the Geraldine Motor Museum
fire in the late 1970s). Apparently its last
working days were spent on a farm in the
Peel Forest area and it had been left under
a macrocarpa hedge. It was still full of it
when I finally got it home in November
2001 after my cousin and her husband sold
the farm where [ had had it stored.

My intention was not to fully restore
it but to leave it as original as possible.
I partially achieved that by leaving what
remained of the original body from the
windscreen forward and tidying up what
was left of the ‘C’ cab that had been sawn
off just above the seat squab. The cracks in
the front guards were welded up. The deck
was only good for patterns. The original
body, from what I can make out, was like
a well deck that became part of the cab.
The remaining pieces of the sides are nicely
sign-written. On the right hand side an S
in gold, black and red; on the left a ‘J". The
windscreen frame and the timber in the
scuttle either side of the dash have been
well done as if by a joiner.

The chassis was sandblasted and painted,
and all brass bushings were replaced.
Norm Sisson and Barry Elcock were very
forthcoming with their time and help in
machining bushes and Bruce Burney helped
with the wooden deck.

A set of new 33 x 5 Firestone tyres with
tubes and rust-bands brought the mission
near to completion. These tyres are oversize

behindthewheel

Factory Specifications

Bore/stroke 69.5 x 102mm

Capacity: 1550cc

Horse-power: 11.9 hp max 28 bhp at
3,000 rpm

Engine 4 ¢yl SV

Gearbox: 3 speed, 1 reverse

Minimum speed: 7?7 mph

Brakes: Rod operated

Separate shoes for hand
and foot in rear drums
Ground clearance 101/4"
Petrol Consumption: 24 mpg
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but were nearly $350 cheaper each than
those of the correct size and [ am unlikely
to wear them out. A look at the Owners
Manual shows that these were the recom-
mended oversize tyre to fit if they were felt
necessary.

A new straight tube radiator core was
fitted replacing the original honeycomb
(this was later damaged in the hailstorm
which battered Christchurch during the
National Commercial Rally at Labour
Weekend 2002). A number of modern
conveniences have been fitted including
indicators, stop lamps, an electric wiper,
an electric horn and quartz halogen bulbs
in the headlamps. An electric fan has been
fitted to help keep the radiator cool.

After a few late nights and several
road tests, the car was driven on to a low-
bed tow-truck at 8 am on 7 July 2002
and delivered to the AA in Sydenham,
Christchurch  for  certification etc.
Since then I have clocked up quite a few
miles in it — how many? Who knows — a
speedometer is an unnecessary luxury on
a vehicle of this age. The first run out
of town was to Amberley, about 20 miles
north of Christchurch, going via Kaiapoi
and Rangiora to keep off the motorway
— 1%/ hours each way and no involun-
tary stops! Since then we have done the
National Commercial Rally, been to the
Amberley A&P Show and also been on
the Canterbury Branch Annual Rally. The
truck has also been put to its originally
intended use with a trip to the timber
company to get posts railings and pickets
for a new front fence. That’s when 1 found
that once laden — NO BRAKES! We will
stick to the picnic hamper and deckchairs
as a load in future.

Yet to do; re-cork the twin plate clutch
and move the seat back about 3 inches- I
am now over 0' tall and there isn’t much
legroom under the steering wheel.

What's it like to drive? In a word slow
— you could race a herd of galloping turtles
and lose! The steering is light, but it is slow
through the gears and it needs a decent
shove on the brake pedal to slow it down.
Even though there isn’t a cab to speak of it
is warm on a cold day and very hot on a hot
day. There are no shock absorbers so when
it is unladen and the road is undulating, it
will pitch, roll and buck like a dinghy on the
sea and get a real bounce on. When driving
at night the scuttle mounted headlamps
give a clear unobstructed view of the back
side of the top radiator tank and very little
of the road.

TEST DRIVE

[ took a short drive in Nick’s truck on
a warm but windy evening. As Nick said
in his narrative, it is quite slow. Top speed
is only just over 30 mph. Low gear in the
three speed box is probably low enough to
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allow the truck to climb any hill around as
long as you could wait that long. To quote
from the owners manual — ‘low gear is
particularly low and the engine should not
be allowed to race on this gear, a change to
second being made almost immediately the
vehicle is started, if it be on level ground’
It also notes that the brakes should be used
with care when descending a long hill ‘it is
advisable to use the foot and hand brake
alternately to check speed, this practice
preventing the fabric on the shoes from
heating up and burning’.

The gears can be changed easily enough
but because the gear lever is so short
(presumably the same one as used in the
Oxford car?) it is often difficult to find,
being buried down under the driver’s left
leg. Because the twin plate clutch is at
present not 100%, it is easier to select low
as you come to a halt at an intersection
rather than try to select it when stationary.
Changing up through the gears is straight-
forward however everything happens at
much lower speeds than even those accom-
plished in an ordinary car of the same era.
Coincidentally earlier in the same day I had
been driving a modern cab-over flat-deck
light commercial of similar dimensions to
the Morris. Compared to the Morris it has
twice the carrying capacity and is signifi-
cantly faster. In fact only a few days before
I had received official written proof that it
could comfortably exceed 100 kph!

The Morris is fitted with a full electric
lighting and starting system by Lucas

dynamotor with silent chain drive. Ignition
is by Lucas magneto. Like most vehicles of
its time the Morris came with a compre-
hensive owner’s manual with instructions
on many aspects of its care and mainte-
nance. In the Lubrication section it notes
that the engine oil ‘should be checked and
any loss replenished’ every 250 miles. An
oil pressure reading of 1 to 4 Ib is normal
when warm. I noticed that in the absence
of a speedometer, a look at the oil pressure
gauge gave a clue to road speed with 6 lb
being a maximum at about 30 mph. In
the section on the carburetter (a Smiths
single jet Model 26 HK.M.C.) it notes that
expected fuel consumption is 24 mpg at 20-
25 mph.

The manual notes that the Dunlop tyres
should be inflated to 50 psi at the front and
60 psi at the rear and goes on to stress the
differences between these straight side tyres
and the, better known at the time, beaded
edge type.

I would like to thank Nick for the
opportunity to drive what is a very rare
vehicle and hope we will continue to see
it in regular use on rallies for many years
to come.



nniversary weekend couldn’t have been better weath-
Aerwise for this year’s annual Burma Rally. With dusty

back-country roads and hot humid weather, one might be
forgiven for thinking they were in the Aussie outback.

Around 43 entrants this year enjoyed themselves, beginning
with a fun night on the Saturday evening, which provided them
with a warm up prior to the rally Sunday morning.

Trafalgar Square, Wanganui, was once again the starting point
where each starter was asked to average out their own speed for
the morning’s run. (The estimates ranged between were 20 and
35mph, most didn’t meet their expectations!)

All No Exits counted, and after a short drive through the city,
cars headed north to Kaiwhaiki, which included a short visit to
the Pa. Then on to the Parapara Highway where most turned right
onto a No Exit road (Te Rimu). A “nut” sign soon brought the
wayward ones back into line.

It was then across a private farm road which joined the
Mangamahu Rd, and further north up the Creek Road. This too,
was a No Exit road, very subject to weather conditions, being a
gravel road and very narrow. Several fords were crossed in the course
of this journey, (three wet and one dry as it turned out). Lunch
consisted of BYO in a nearby farmer’s paddock at the end of the
road (hot water was available via a propane gas ring and bottle!)

The afternoon section was a relaxed affair, with no timing or
checks, but did include a visit to the local boysenberry farm where
“taste, pick, and buy your own” was very popular.

The temperatures soared as the afternoon moved on. Very hot,
but happy faces arrived for refreshments at the clubrooms, after
which many chose to head for the shower, a swim or anything as
long as it was liquid!

The evening barbecue was held outside later, followed by the
prize-giving. The overall winner this year proved to be Dave
Austin, with his wife Lyn as navigator.

Qwerall winners Dave and Lyn Austin

with Club Captain Ian Chamberlain.

Lunchstop.

Ross Jannings, Hawera makes light work of the water.

Tom Wilson in his little Renault.

Below: The lunchstop carpark.
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D & R Mclvor (Invercargill) 1908 De Dion Bouton 8hp single cylinder. Lindsay de Groot (Chch) 1901 5 hp Locomobi

NATIONAL VETERAN RALLY

INCORPORATING THE 50TH DUNEDIN-BRIGHTON RUN

Clockwise from top left: Smith family (Chch) 1911 Model T Ford tourer. 1952 Bedford, backup vehicle. Brian Newberry( Chch) Baby Grand Chevrolet. S
McDougall (Gore) 1918 Oakland 34b tourer. R Duncan (Wanaka) 1910 Metz, this was was his grandfathers car, owned from new.
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le steamer.

1903 Ford Model A driven by ] Smith of Dunedin, owned by Colonial Motor Co.

With all the planning done, the routes double-checked, I’s dotted and T's

crossed we were finally ready —

this was to be a weekend feast of Veteran motoring.

Text Margaret Drummond Photos RT Digital Video Productions, Chris Read

1l entry forms were in and collated,
102 Veteran cars, 5 motorcy-
cles. By all accounts this was our

biggest ever rally held by Otago Branch
and the largest turnout for a Dunedin-
Brighton Run.

There was a great variety of Veteran
vehicles including the Locomobile and
the Moon, the only ones left in the world.
There were others that had been restored
with blood, sweat and tears in the nick of
time for this event, as well as those that
were on the first Dunedin-Brighton Run.

These vehicles when lined up were a
sight to behold and, I must say, a credit to
their owners.

Some had rallied at other events on the
way down and were also to rally on their
way back, and no doubt with many other
stories both long and tall to be told. The
regular drivers in the Dunedin area must
have wondered if they had been caught in
a time warp.

Thursday 29 January began with regis-
tration, a few noggins and lots of nattering.
A more formal welcome followed from
Her Worship The Mayor of Dunedin,

Sukhi Turner. A welcome word from our
National President Leigh Craythorne was
followed by Travis Michelle, the Otago
Branch Chairman.

Friday 30 January. As we assembled
at the headquarters all eyes were kept
skywards. We had risen to an overcast
misty day (or as we in Dunedin say its
only a Scots mist) but at least the farmers
amongst us were dancing. There was a
field test here as we arrived and then, after
picking up our rally pack and hearing the
briefing, the rally got underway in earnest.
We received a friendly welcome from a few
schools passed along the way. Plenty of
children all lined up waving and cheering
us on giving us all the encouragement we
might need.

As befits a Veteran Rally the terrain was
reasonably flat, with only small undula-
tions to Carey’s Bay for a photo of the
entrants and their vehicles taken outside
the historic Carey’s Bay Hotel.

The vehicles on the long route then
travelled on to Aramoana and return
while the others returned to Port Chalmers
Football Club for field trials and morning

R & E Worsfold (Rangiora) 1915 Model T.
Adrian Garrett (Kerikeri) 1907 Rolls-Royce Silver
Ghost. 1910 2 cylinder REO.
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Clockwise from top: Cars present for the 50th that were present on Ist Dunedin to Brighton Run. 1913 Delage K Beesley (Auckland) previously owned by Murray
Lowe. L & E McDowell (Nelson) 1911 Owerland Roadster, Ses England (Nelson) 1914 Rover Roadster 12 hp.

tea, leaving as those on the long route
arrived for their field test and morning
tea.

From here we went back to the city and
down the Peninsula as far as Harwood,
the views and the drive down this side
are lovely on a fine day. This section was
timed.

After lunching and nattering about the
morning run we were given choices for
the return trip back to headquarters, with
some opting for a trip to the albatross
colony at Taiaroa Head, also a chance to
view the disappearing gun, the yellow eyed
penguins, and the choice to return over
the top road (Highcliff).

Showers and spruce ups were the order
of the day on our return ready for dinner,
also time to cast an eye over our vehicles
ready for the next day.

Saturday 31, again it was still misty and
damp on our arrival at Tahuna Park for the
start of the Dunedin-Brighton Run. The
choice of starting point was in keeping
with the first run, as this was the start of
the then Festival Week and it was the A
& P Show Day. (Known as Peoples Day)
From here we motored into the Octagon
for a short stop while the public viewed
the vehicles. The Mayor, Sukhi Turner,
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declared the Summer Days Festival open,
and was assisted by Mr Alistair Wright to
flag the vehicles off to Brighton.

Mr Alistair Wright is the son of the late
Sir Leonard Wright who was the Mayor of
Dunedin at the time of our first run. He
was also the instigator of Festival Week and
discussed the idea of the Dunedin-Brighton
Run with the late Mr Michael Haggitt.

Mayor Sukhi Turner managed to find
a ride to Brighton with our South Island
Club Captain. We followed the traditional
route of the last few years out to Brighton.
With the hill climb up South Road being
the greatest challenge for both vehicle and
entrant, this also being the start of the
timed section.

The rally plaques were given out on
entering the Brighton Domain and then on
to our field tests. Sorry to say it was not the
warmest of days, rather a stiff sea breeze.

We rallied back to the city and once
again it was showers all round and dress for
dinner (these showers were not because we
were dirty, it was a way to warm up).

Before dinner we had three special
presentations, a 50 year badge for Mr
Gordon Sharpe, the Winters’ Family
Car the 1900 Wolseley (fondly known as

Grandma) for being in all 50 runs, also a

presentation to our Branch Chairman of
the 50 Badges of each rally in a display
case, the badges being graciously donated
by members of our club.

We were treated to the ceremony of the
Address To The Haggis, which I am sure we
all understood and heard once we stopped
laughing, those dinner guests who were
seconded into being part of the ceremony
did very well and looked rather good.

Sunday 1 February provided a casual
wind down to the weekend of activities and
allowed some of our other branch members
to join in. We took a gentle ride around
the Taieri Plains to end up with a barbecue
lunch at Wingatui racecourse.

Here was a chance to have a chat,
farewell those heading home and wish
those continuing on to the Prince Henry
Tour all the best and better weather.

We sincerely hope that all entrants and
their supporters had a very good weekend,
and we thank you all very much for coming
and making it a wonderful event.

Note: Any Branch that has drought
conditions in their region should apply for
the National Veteran Rally, as one of our
members noted, the last few have been
damp at some stage.



Captions clockwise form top left: Pam and Chris Read in their 1914 Delage Voiturette, Molly Anderson
behind the wheel of Gavin Bain’s 1915 Humber which she drove on the first Dunedin-Brighton run The
three musketeers never looked quite this dashing (or supported the highlanders!) Julian Smith Ray Clarkson

and Dave Humphries. Brian Newbury (Christchurch)looking rather dapper.

RESULTS
William McLean Trophy Entrants Choice
L & E Mc Dowell 1911 Overland

McLean Motor car Trophy Teams Event. Old Fogies
CS England, ] McLachlan, K Perry

lan McLean Trophy Best Overall
A Bell 1912 Renault

Sun Alliance Trophy Most Entrants From Another Branch
Canterbury Branch

Class 1.

3 D Wallis 1916 Reo

2 Glee 1905 Alldays & Onions

1 W Nicoll 1918 Cadillac

Class 2.

3rd = C Pearce 1912 Sunbeam
C S England 1914 Rover

2nd A McKenzie 1910 Clement Bayard

1 ] Wallis 1910 Darracq

Class 3

3 SFrew 1913 Ford T

2 | Chittock 1917 Ford TT

1 KMercer 1911 Ford T

Class 4.

2 W \Veitch 1910 Abingdon King Dick

1 RMcCulloch 1911 Abingdon King Dick

Class 5

3 G Sword 1914 Sword

2 B Wilkinson 1914 Bradbury

1 L& T Craythorne 1914 Triumph Combination
TROPHIES AWARDED
W D Read Cup Field Test.

B Black 1912 Unic Tourer
Taieri MotorCycles Cup Field Test
B Veitch 1910 Abingdon King Dick

PRESENTATION

TO THE WINTER FAMILY

The Otago Branch made a special presentation to
the 1900 Wolseley Voiturette (known to the family
as Grandma). Presently owned by Colin and Judy
Winter. this vehicle has been in all 50 Dunedin
Brighton runs. Originally driven by Merv Winter
and Mr Frank Bertenshaw this vehicle has also
been driven by Colin’s son Gary. The plaque was
a copy of the first rally plaque, gold plated and
mounted on a wooden block and inscribed.

DCC Festival Cup - Best Dressed
Smith Family (Georgina & Kathryn)

AA Challenge Cup - Concours d’Elegance

A Meredith 1906 Humber

Mclvor & Veitch Challenge Cup Motorcycles Concours
d’Elegance

B. Wilkinson 1914 Bradbury

W D Read Trophy Entrants Choice
N McMillian 1911 Vulcan

Alan Crighton Cup Motorcycles Best Overall

L & T Craythorne 1914 Triumph Combination
Dunedin City Council Cup Best Overall
] Wallis 1910 Darracq

Vehicles that were on the first Dunedin Brighton Run.

G M Wheatley 1912 Wolseley 16/20 Tourer

A McKenzie 1903 De Dion Bouton

A E McKenzie 1910 Clement Bayard Driven By A McKenzie In First Run
Placed 2nd

J T Palmer 1912 Unic Delivery Van Driven By | Palmer In First Run
Placed 3rd

L Gough 1914 Buick B 25

G Bain 1915 Humber

Driven by M Anderson In First Run Placed 1st

C Read 1914 Delage

C Winter 1900 Wolseley Voitturette

Al Moore 1911 Clement Bavard

There are Videos and D V D’s available (88 minutes.)
Videos $ 30.00

DVD's $ 35.00 inc; post & packaging.

Orders & Payments to M Drummond

19 Summertime Ave. Dunedin Ph 03 4877897
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SOUTHLAND .
Commercial Rally

aturday 1 November 2003 provided a warm day for a
Spleasant afternoon’s motoring around some scenic country-

side in central and western Southland. Entrants were timed
on their departure from the clubrooms on an open stretch of
approximately 40 km. During the course of the timed section
entrants were asked four questions to test their observation skills.

At the conclusion of the timed section participants had a
choice of the shorter 70 km route or longer 100 km route.
The longer route went through Drummond, Bayswater, Ringway
Ridges, then along the Hundred Line and along the main street of
Winton, and was the choice of the majority.

The rally concluded with field tests and afternoon tea in
Winton. With the area’s fine agricultural and pastoral potential
recognised by the earliest of settlers, Winton is probably the oldest
inland town in Southland. It was established in 1861 and was
named after Thomas Winton, a boundary rider. Whilst searching
for stray stock, he had occasion to camp by the banks of a small
stream, and gave his name to the stream and surrounding bush.
From them the town took its name. Winton first came to promi-
nence in the days of the gold rushes, as it was one of the stops en
route to the goldfields.

ANZAC Oval in the centre of Winton features a spreading elm
tree, which was planted to commemorate the landing of the Ist
New Zealand Expeditionary Force at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915.
The Oval is a favoured picnic area and provided the ideal spot for
afternoon tea at the conclusion of the rally.
Overall Winner
lan Scobie (GVCC) 1948 Fordson

Road Section
1 Alwyn Hoskins 1951 Studebaker

2 lan Scobie 1948 Fordson

3 Ray Clearwater 1930 Ford A Pick Up
Field Section

1V Butson/|] Brown 1956 Landrover

2 lan Scobie 1948 Fordson

3 Alwyn McKenzie 1950 Austin A40 Pick Up
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lan Scobie 1948 Fordson gets the dreaded “May

I see your drivers licence, please ?”

Text Glenys McKenzie Photos Michael Weuston

Howard Kingsford-Smith in his 1956 Chewvrolet attacks the field tests.

Above: Bill Richardson in his 1948 Nash.
Below: Ray Clearwater 1930 Ford Model A.



Line up of late 30s Buicks. Buick Centennial, Napier 2003.

A group photo from the Timaru Buick Centennial taken at Pleasant Point.

Motoring Our Marquette

Text and photos George Tier

fter receiving an invitation, well over 18 months ago, to
Aattend a Buick Centennial in Hawke’s Bay over Easter

2003, Iris and I started planning a trip taking our Buick
Marquette. An uneventful trip to Matamata on the Thursday left
only a short run to Napier the next day (Good Friday). We arrived
at Taradale to pick up our rally pack and parked alongside another
Marquette (only the second Marquette we have been able to park
next to in 30 years). The 71 entrants came together for a most
enjoyable evening meal at the Taradale Club. Saturday morning
was a scenic run to Onga Onga, south west of Hastings where we
had lunch before the return trip which took us inland over high
ridges giving us spectacular views of Hawke’s Bay.

The evening meal on Saturday was in the form of a Café Crawl.
The entrants came together for a glass of wine then split into three
groups, each going off on foot around central Napier to enjoy
entreés in one of three restaurants. We then walked on to the
second restaurant for the main meal (providing the first group had
finished their meals). All this walking gave us a chance to work up
an appetite for the final meal stop dessert! We were fortunate to
have “Bertie” of Art Deco fame as our group leader, as he gave us
an entertaining and informative talk on the history of the Art Deco
buildings on our evening wander. Many of the entrants dressed in
the costumes of the era and made a colourful display in and around
the streets.

Sunday was public viewing day in the Napier Soundshell area.
The brilliant sunny weather brought the crowds in a continuous
stream well into the late afternoon. Sunday night’s evening meal
was in the magnificent surroundings of the Mission Estate in
Church Road. The beautiful meal was enhanced by the many brass

and crystal chandeliers and the lovely polished woodwork of the old
seminary building. Elevated views out over Napier from the terrace
were even more spectacular as evening closed in and the lights came
on. Prizes and trophies were given out and the sponsor’s prize for the
best restoration effort went to Bruce and Molly Auger of Kaikohe.
This generous prize gave them free accommodation for the whole
weekend. Well done Bruce and Molly!

Monday morning saw us all back in the Mission winery
grounds for an individual photo shoot before heading up into the
hills to Lemon’s Museum at Puketitri, lunching on the way at a
country golf club. The museum collection includes household
items as well as cars and machinery. An early 25 hp Austin,
1920s Rolls-Royce and 1920s Napier, all unrestored, were among
this very interesting collection. In the evening back at the
Taradale Club we all enjoyed a farewell meal before goodbyes
and many addresses were exchanged.

Although this ended our North Island Buick celebrations, our
rallying days were not over as we had entered for the Taranaki
Maunga Moana Rally to be held over Anzac weekend in New
Plymouth. Tuesday we headed south and then through the Manawatu
Gorge to visit friends in Fielding. On Wednesday we stopped off at
Fordell to purchase a timing chain for the Marquette, (to be fitted
at a later date). After overnighting in Wanganui we continued on
to New Plymouth where we spent the next four nights. We enjoy
rallying in Taranaki — all those sealed roads and great scenery. On
the Sunday after farewelling our many friends from the North we
drove up the Mountain to Dawson Falls where we were given a
conducted tour of the Swiss style accommodation lodge and restau-
rant and took in the wide panoramic views from the lookout. The
next day, having already been over the Whangamomona route, we
decided to take the Ohura Road to Taumaranui. This proved to be
an experience we would not wish to repeat as it was quite narrow
and winding in places with lots of road works and logging trucks.

On Tuesday we crossed over the Waituhi Saddle on Highway
41 to Turangi. The lookout on the saddle gives one great views of
Lake Taupo, the mountains of National Park and Mount Taranaki.
Travelling through Taupo and skirting Rotorua, we went on up to
Whakatane before continuing over to Matamata for an overnight
stop. We finally arrived home after nearly three weeks away and
within a few days, still having “itchy feet” we started planning a trip
to Timaru for the South Island Buick Centennial celebrations over
Queen’s Birthday weekend.

Three weeks later off to Matamata again for an overnight stop
and then on to Foxton researching family history. On Wednesday

Public display day, Napier Sound Shell, Buick Centennial
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we visited friends at Waikanae before catching the 5.30 pm ferry to
Picton. After spending Thursday night in Christchurch we met up
with the other rally entrants in Cathedral Square for the afternoon
run to Timaru. At 1 pm we were duly flagged away by Christchurch
Mayor Gary Moore (of Austin 7 fame).

We had a good run to Timaru, apart from our tour leader who
had a tyre blow-out on the Rakaia Bridge (1.1 miles long). Being
the Friday afternoon of a holiday weekend there was a large build
up of traffic from north and south, and the friendly policeman,
anxious to clear the bridge, looked meaningfully over the side, but
finally the spare tyre arrived from a vehicle that had gone ahead and
everyone was motoring again.

In the evening there was a light meal and social get together
at the Timaru VCC rooms for the 45 drivers and their passengers.
Saturday morning back at the clubrooms for a cup of tea and a look
through the spare parts shed. I was thrilled to find a speedo for our
A40 sports, sitting on the shelf. Now it is sitting on my shelf! In
the afternoon we provided a static display for the public on the
foreshore at Caroline Bay in glorious sunny weather before a run to
Geraldine. The first person we met in Geraldine was Gary Moore in
his very dusty Austin 7 nearing the end of the Irishman Creek Rally.

Buick line up at Pleasant Point included Ray Drury’s 1930 (UR5251) and
George Tiers 1930 Marquette.

After a look through the museum and a wander around the town it
was back to Timaru for an evening meal and then another social get
together at the VCC Clubrooms.

After morning tea on Sunday at the clubrooms we set off on a
run to Pleasant Point through some very scenic countryside, starting
with “millionaires mile” and then some excellent farming areas. The
steam train was running up and down the line and also the Model
T railcar (see Beaded Wheels No 242). Back to Timaru for the final
dinner at Racecourse Lounge where we enjoyed an evening with
our fellow Buick enthusiasts and were fortunate to receive a Buick
clock for the greatest distance travelled.

On Monday we went to visit our friends Jack and Audrey
Melhopt who have their own hangar at the Timaru airfield. On
arriving out there we found Jack was airborne training a student
pilot in a microlite. After landing, Jack and his friends wheeled
out the replica they had built of the Richard Pearse 1903 air plane.
What a piece of work — all bamboo and fabric with tie wires to give
it strength. I was most intrigued with the engine. Remembering
the original was built 100 years go, it would be reasonable to build
it on the principles of the then current steam engine designs, and
this is more or less what Pearse did. He has used two cylinders in
an opposed pattern, with a seal or gland on each connecting rod
and in that way the piston can be fired down from the top of the
cylinder and up again from the bottom. So in effect you have a four
cylinder engine of five litre capacity that one man can pick up and
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carry — (just imagine trying to carry a Holden V8 engine), with the
engine running the pilot (Jack) was able to taxi around the airfield.
There was still a bit of fine tuning to do before there will be enough
power to get airborne.

After Timaru we spent three nights in Christchurch visiting
friends and relatives before going over to Murchison where we had
been invited to stay with fellow Marquette owners Ross and Beulah
Taplin. On Friday we took in the panoramic views over the Hope
Saddle to Nelson and Motueka. The next day we went over the
Takaka Hill (8 miles up one side and 12 miles down the other).
Collingwood appeared to be deserted but we enjoyed an overnight
stay at Pohara beach. Next morning back over the Hill, a look
around Kaiteriteri Beach (some expensive homes being built there)
and then on to Mapua for a couple of nights with relatives. On the
homeward path a late afternoon ferry crossing from Picton brought
us into the five o’clock Wellington traffic but it was not nearly as
daunting as Auckland would be at that hour of the day. A three
day stop in Wanganui allowed Iris to visit some museums, libraries
and cemeteries, all for the genealogy search, while I caught up with
some Vintage owners namely Stephen Voss, Austin 7 and Alan
Bates, A40 Sports. Alan took me to the VCC rooms in Wanganui

Peter Casey’s 1934 Buick, photographed at the “pull off” at Ashburton.

where [ was able to look through the spare parts shed — always a
good way to fill in some spare time. After following family links in
Waverley our travels took us back through Wanganui, Manawatu
Gorge, Dannevirke and on to Taradale for three days to uncover
more family history. We were led to the family burial plots in the
Napier Cemetery on top of the hill next to the hospital. I enjoyed
driving down “Break Neck Hill” near the cemetery. It must have
been a struggle for horse drawn hearses in the early days. On Sunday
we visited the Gisborne VCC rooms and met up with Joe and Merle
Webber, Austin VAR members. After visiting the Oil Springs Hotel
at Whatatutu we carried on up to Opotiki and then an overnight
stay at Paeroa before finally heading for Auckland. The next day
back to Dargaville. We had been away for 4 1/2 weeks. The two
trips saw us cover 4,920 miles, use 1,146 litres of fuel, eight litres of
oil, one ignition coil and five litres of radiator water.

We had no mechanical trouble apart from a little ignition
trouble on the first trip (five mins). A couple of grease ups en route
were deemed advisable. Nothing came loose, broke or wore out
(apart from the driver). The car received great accolades wherever
we pulled in and considering it is 28 years since the Marquette was
painted and upholstered we think this car must have been really
something when new.

Buick can be proud of their “Small Buick”.



marketplace

FOR SALE

1917 DODGE BROS ROADSTER. Older resto-
ration, good condition in regular use. Recent
mechanical rework, drives well. A very practical
motorable Veteran with good spares etc.
Reluctant sale. For more details and price phone
Ron 07 884 8285. Mem.

1918 OAKLAND TOURER. Restoration was
completed in year 2000 and has been rallied
occasionally since. Leather upholstery. Electric
starter and lights. Reg & WOF. This Veteran car
is the only one in New Zealand and is a good
runner. $25,000 ono. Phone Starr 03 208 5450.

1924 BUICK TOURER 24/35 including hood and
side curtains. Many spares, runs well. Phone
Bruce Smith 04 297 9297. Mem.

1925 AUSTIN 7 VAN, partly restored. Wire
wheels, complete woodwork and chassis and
overhauled engine. All parts included plus extra
fancy radiators. Needs loving attention by keen
panelbeater & mechanic! Offers over $20,000
considered. email: nethershiel. farm@xtra.co.nz
or phone 03 236 0791

1928 MODEL A FORD TUDOR Liz would love
to be in a family again. Just loves to rally. New
WOF & Reg. No rust very tidy lady. $15,000 or
come and make me a reasonable offer. Phone
07 549 2812.

1929 CHEVROLET 1/2 TON TRUCK Mobile but
needs finishing. Plenty of spares, including a
fully reconditioned motor, several gearboxes etc.
Open to offers phone 06 304 9593.

1930 DODGE DD6 Lovely condition. Brakes
overhauled with stainless liners, new radiator.
Some spares, Reg & WOF $18,000 phone 03 203
8454 (nights). Mem.

1931 CHEVROLET Reconditioned engine block
with crankshaft and camshaft. Assortment of
new parts for same. Radiator and stone guard.
For more information contact Tav Miller. Mem.
Phone 03 445 0738.

1936 OLDSMOBILE 21/2 Ton Truck on dual
rear wheels. Needs full restoration. One of
five known to exist in New Zealand. Engine
and front sheetmetal is Oldsmobile otherwise
components are Chevrolet. Too many projects.
$1,000 ono. Phone 07 823 5641, fax 07 823
5642. Mem

AUTOMOTIVE WOODGRAINING
When restoring your car there is only one
way to restore your metal window frames
& dashboard: metal woodgraining. For infor-
mation and free quotes contact Alan Markby.
Phone 03 445 0988 or write to 11 Boyne
Place, Cromwell. Mem.

1937 AUSTIN 7 RUBY. This vehicle is complete
but stripped down. Some restoration done over
all good condition. $1,200. Phone 06 325 8655
(hm), 06 351 9640 (wk). Mem.

1926 GRAHAM BROTHERS TRUCK.
Seized piston, missing one door, no deck.
Straightforward restoration as mostly
complete. Offers. For more information and
photos please write to PO Box 84, St Arnaud,
Nelson.

1948 OLDSMOBILE FLAT-HEAD SIX restored 4
years ago running well on the 6 volt system
painted blue and affectionately known as
Claudia could be your dream machine. $14,000
ono Can be seen in Hornby by phoning 3494321
and talking to Roger.

1973 TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 750cc US Variant.
Five speed gearbox, electronic ignition, halogen
headlight, fluted airbox covers, low handlebars,
restoration history available. Reg & WOF. $6,000
ono. Phone Kevin 04 570 0778.

1974 RELIANT SCIMITAR GTE SE5A 3LV6. Auto,
red, tidy condition, engine recon at 125 miles,
auto recondition at 140 miles, vehicle travelled
156 miles, reg on hold. $3,500 ono. Phone 09
298 1648 or 021 102 5739. Mem.

1978 AUSTIN ALLEGRO LE AUTO SEDAN 1500.
Car in very good condition, two owners one for
the first 22 years. Well maintained. Just turned
over 100,000 miles. Require space $1,500.
Phone 06 325 8655 (hm), 06 351 9640 (wk).
Mem.

6 to 12 VOLT INVERTER Run a 12 volt radio/
cassette/cd or other electric units in your
original 6 volt vehicle. Please note change of
contact details. J. Hibbs, 41 Totara park Road,
Upper Hutt, phone evenings 04 526 4592.
Mem.

AUSTIN 7 RUBY 1937 Complete and original,
in storage, not running but reg on hold. Some
work done, chrome, seats, engine etc. Ex doctors
car, Oxford, North Canterbury. Best offer. Phone
03 383 2534. Mem.

AUTOMOBILE QUARTERLY: We have available
nearly every copy of Automobile Quarterly
from Volume 1 No 1 to Volume 34 No 4. This is
a great chance to fill the gaps in your collection
or to get hold of a specific article. Telephone
Wheels on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575, fax 03 322
5180 or email: inffo@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

EUROPEAN  HOLIDAYS. Camper vans,
motorhomes and cars for hire. Excellent helpful
service, best rates in UK. For brochures phone
07 853 2711 or phone Kiwi Hire Direct 44 1 432
870 410 fax 44 1 432 870 875

CLASSIFIED RATES

Due to space limitation, classified advertisers
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces,
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified
rates include GST.

The 65 word limit includes contact details.
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the
standard 65 words, or who require typography
or space, must apply display rates.

The advertising department reserves the right to
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc

$12.00 for first 40 words or part thereof,
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of
65 words per advertisement. Members must be
financial and state their Branch..

Non Member

$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof,
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of
65 words per advertisement.

Text in a Boxed Ad

$20 members, $24 non-members.

Photo Ad in Box

$32.00 members, $44 non-members, enclose a
clear photograph and an SAE if return required.
Colour Photo Ad in Box

$50.00 members, $54 non-members, enclose a
clear photo and an SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement.
Advertisements should be typed or clearly printed.
ENCLOSE PAYMENT

Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels.

Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140,
Christchurch, to arrive not later than 10th of
month preceding publication.

Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
Casual 3 Issues
(per issue)
Full Page $900.00  $720.00
Half Page $490.00  $390.00
Horizontal Quarter Page  $270.00  $216.00

All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished
camera ready artwork supplied. Artwork can be arranged at
an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical

nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space for
advertisements nor for the promotion of products.

Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full.

Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the
booking deadline.

Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are made
by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels or the
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product or service
to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or service should not be construed as
endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the text
of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves the
right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the aims,
objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club of New
Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission
Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which
indicates or could reasonably be understood as indicating an
intention to discriminate by reason of sex, marital status, religious
or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all care in drafting
advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as the magazine
and the Club.
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BROCHURES: Over 1,000 original sales brochures
available. We have recently purchased 70 MG
Brochures from MGA (including Twincam) to
1979 (including rubber Bumper V8). New stock
always arriving. www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz or
telephone Wheels on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575,
fax 03 322 5180 or email info@wheelsonpaper.
co.nz

CADILLAC 1956 SEDAN SEVILLE. First of the
hardtop sedans (pillarless). Unrestored sunbaked
Californian car loaded with options, driveable to
be VINed $16,000. Phone 06 753 3181.

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
We can supply many new old stock distributor
parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built
a New Zealand wide reputation for restoring
worn distributors to as new performance
and finish. All aspects of repair undertaken
including Vacuum Advance Units. Work fully
guaranteed. contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall
St, Christchurch, 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms
03 342 5677. Mem.

DARRACQ 1909 CAR three seater, 4 cylinder
2000cc fully restored. Blue body, yellow wheels,
red upholstery. Enquiries V Gahelich phone 07
855 4819. Mem.

ESSEX CHALLENGER 1929 under 51,000 miles.
Stored for years. Possibly original upholstery
and paint. Wiring tidied up and larger starter
fitted. Dry clutch fitted, under 100 miles since
redone. 25 miles on 4 new tyres, recent battery.
Good chrome. Been through VIN inspection.
New registration and WOF. $13,500 or reason-
able offer. Phone Ron Hogan 09 846 1800.

FORD MODEL A 1930 TUDOR Tidy, motor
rebored needs reg $7,500. Dodge 1929 DA Body
panel beaten, motor rebored, $4,000. Vauxhall
Velox 1955 drives well, no Reg. Phone 07 884
8551 Te Aroha.

MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE,
all types, units bought and sold. Contact Chris
Slater, Coil Winding Services, Hupenui RD,
Greytown, WAIRARAPA. Phone/Fax 06 304
9466.

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ halogen bulbs.
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info:
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 389-
0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model Boat
Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. Note
change of phone number.

FORD MODEL T Large collection of Ford Model
T parts 1917-1926 for sale. Engine blocks, axles,
steering, radiators, guards, rims etc. Phone Tom
Stephens 03 431 7708. Mem.

GERMAN VICTORIA MOPED 1957 2 speed.
Restored and running. $1,100. Phone 03 445
0988. Mem.

HANDBOOKS: We have recently purchased
around 400 Owners Handbooks and illustrated
parts lists dating from the 1920s through to
1960s, but mainly mid 20s to 30s. Many rare
pieces. Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.
co.nz or telephone Wheels on Paper Ltd 03 322
9575, fax 03 322 5180 or email info@wheelson-
paper.co.nz

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 1942 WLA Army bike
dismantled, 99% complete. Reconditioned
motor, $13,000. Also parts 1939 W motor recon
$3,500, 1942 WLA motor recon $3,000, WLA
tanks with dash and shifter $1,200. Phone 06
753 3181.

HUBCAPS — ANY PROBLEMS CONTACT ME
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed
not spun to the closest possible original
specifications. | can manufacture any model
that uses the skin system plus many others
provided they do not exceed 101/2 " in diameter.
For more information phone Dave Patten
Replica Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 025 247
7956, 160 New York Street, Martinborough.
Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS

FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC & ODDBAL
L ENGINES.

We can supply piston sets for most makes &

models. All piston sets come complete with

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings
at competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch
PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED.
We can restore that faulty pump, including
fuel resistant diaphragm. Work fully guaran-
teed. Contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall St,
Christchurch 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 03
342 5677. Mem.

LARGE SELECTION OF VINTAGE CAR RADIOS.
Many makes, all fully restored by registered
serviceman. From 1931 to 1937, 1942-1958.
Many with remote cables. Some two units. 6 and
12 volt. Can adapt 12v to 6. Phone 03 332 0263.

MODEL T PARTS COLLECTED FOR 25 YEARS but
now | find that | have no time to build a car. |
have motors, diffs, axles, steering columns and a
lot of other bits and pieces for sale. Phone Cyril
Jordan 09 405 9767

MORRIS MAJOR 1958. Current WOF & Reg.
Tidy condition, economical running. $1,900 ono.
Phone Tom 09 425 4195. Mem.

MOTORSPORT: Just arrived, Grand Prix
Tripoli 1925-1940 by Moretti, Hitlers Grand
Prix in England by Hilton, Shooting Star
by Nixon, The Racing Zborowskis by Wilson,
Rosemeyer by Rosemeyer & Nixon, High
Speed Diary by Reginald Tongue. Check out
our website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz or
telephone Wheels on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575,
fax 03 322 5180 or email info@wheelsonpaper.
co.nz

OLD & RARE MOTORING BOOKS: Huge range
including The Vintage Alvis by Hull & Johnson,
80 wyears of Cadillac La Salle by McCall,
Isotta Frashcini by Anselni, Riley RM Series by
Taylor The Romance of Renault by Seidler, The
Miller Dynasty by Dees. Check our website
www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz or telephone Wheels
on Paper Ltd 03 322 9575, fax 03 322 5180 or
email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

PENRITE OILS. We carry a full range from
Vintage to Modern Engines. Lubricants for
pre-1984 HD motorcycles, gearbox oil for
Japanese 2 strokes. Full range of diff, steering
box and gearbox oils. Competitive prices. Try
us first. M.S. Coombes Ltd., 344 St. Asaph
Street, Christchurch. Phone 03 366 7463, Fax
03 366 7462.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES
Most models available in standard or
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.
Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

ONE PAIR OCCASIONAL SEATS, upholstery worn,
otherwise good. Suit large vehicle, seat area
approx 18" square. Offers. Also Bosch electric
hand held panel steel cutter. Will cut 18 gauge,
good order $80. Phone 06 843 4360. Mem.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

Was first published in 1973. All

back issues are available. All

vehicles featured are restored or in

original condition. Events, How

To’s and Australian motoring

History are a specialty.
6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $63.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)

Aust $123.00 Air Mail

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your
Vintage wood work requirements, | can
reproduce your car's woodwork from original
parts, patterns and photos. Model A parts
made to order, also Morris Traveller Van kits. N
Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau Rd,
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Marton. Phone 06 327 6164.

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES
large stock of new and used for all types of
vehicles from early 1900s onwards including
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors,
trucks. Transport book-find specialists.
Mail, phone and secure online orders.
DML Transport Literature & More. www.
manuals.co.nz  Phone 03 614 7900.
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury



SU FUEL PUMPS REBUILT, we rebuild your
pumps 6V and 12V. We also stock a full range
of spare parts. All work fully guaranteed.
Contact SU Fuel Pump Services (NZ). Phone
Rick 0274 528 178 or 03 383 9119 afterhours.
Email: sufuelpumpservices@inet.net.nz

VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201,
page 17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size
or made to your measurements. Phone/Fax
Allan on 06 844 3959 or 025 469 331 to
discuss your requirements. Allan Jones Joinery,
Napier. Member.

AOTEAROA WOODEN WHEEI

Vern Jensen

Member of Manawatu V.C.C.
H.C.C.A. (NZ)

A/Hrs Eg; g%g:g
WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape
spokes. New beaded rims available in
some sizes. Phone Vern Jensen 06 323
3995, 3 Cornish Place, Feilding. Mem.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage
engines. Available in blank form or machined
to size required. Contact; George Calder, 307
Hoon Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338
5372, Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

QUALITY NEW MOTORING BOOKS: 130 titles
recently arrived including AC 2 litre Saloons
and Sports Cars by Archibald, Bugatti A Racing
History by Venables, Lancia Sporting Coupes
by Long, Ford Model Y by Roberts, Triumph
TR by Piggott, Vauxhall Motors and the Luton
Economy by Holden. Check our website www.
wheelsonpaper.co.nz or telephone Wheels on
Paper Ltd 03 322 9575, fax 03 322 5180 or email
info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz

TRIUMPH 2500 TC AUTO Power steer 1973
model. Mint condition, garaged, no rust. Low
kms. Reg & WOF. Lady owned 29 years. Suitable
Classic and Vintage Car Club events. $3,250.
Phone 09 535 8810. Mem.

TRIUMPH HERALD 1966 1200cc. Sound body,
motor partly dismantled, but all parts there.
Excellent restoration project. Phone 03 351
8573.

VARIOUS VINTAGE PARTS. Chrysler 70 manifold
and starter motor. Tillotson carburettor with
factory adaptor to Chrysler etc. Lucas streamline
mudguard sidelights 1930. Laycock overdrive.
No 22/1711/006205 on Triumph gearbox.
Genemotor 12 volt general electric. Dodge etc
19" steelwheels 10 spoke 5 stud domed cap.
Phone 04 479 2433. Mem.

WOLSELEY 6/90 1958 Mk Il Black with
red leather interior, original, stored on blocks
under cover 14 years, running brakes, recon-
ditioned January 2004, needs much love and
attention. Reg on hold. $2,250 ono. Phone 03
693 9513.

WHEELS ON PAPERS LTD: Rod and Bev advise
we will be shifting our home and business into
new premises from 8th April 2004, so please
bear with us if we are difficult to contact during
this period.

1957 VAUXHALL VELOX Fully restored four
years ago. Radio, heater, power brakes etc plus
spares. Reluctant sale to make space $7,500.
Phone Roger 03 327 6713. Mem.

CHEVROLET 1939 MASTER DELUXE COUPE
111,000 original miles, factory push button
radio and heater, loaded with period acces-
sories, 235 Blueflame engine. Runs and drives
excellently, hard to find this nice $23,500.
Phone 07 544 4953.

SANKEY WHEELS FOR SALE - set of 5, all look
to be useable. 20" , believed to be Morris. $130
plus freight. Contact Colin Hey, Phone 03 359
8737, Christchurch. Mem.

WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM ANYONE who
has or knows of the whereabouts of this model
Wolseley Messenger 21/60. Phone 07 886 769,
email: jodolph@xtra.co.nz

1939 CHEV DELUXE COUPE Fully Restored
excellent driving car, new tyres, little use since
restoration $24,000 ono. Ph 06 758 3363 or
0274 424 792

1938 VAUXHALL DX TOURING SEDAN Older
restoration wants to be used. Safety glass, 5
new tyres on wheels, trimmed in wine Draylon,
trailer load spares. $8,000. Phone 03 980 4224
Chch. Mem.

Beaded Wheels 37




1928 SUNBEAM TOURER Fully restored, 6
cylinder 16 hp. Current Reg & WOF. Original
leather seats. Cruises comfortably at 80 km/h.
$50,000. Phone 03 224 6105.

1927 ESSEX, 1928 ESSEX, 2 X 1929
PLYMOUTH and also 1929 Essex partly restored.
Wedding car business opportunity or will sell
separately. Realistic offers phone Clive 09 232
0534, 025 270 8994.

LINCOLN CONTINENTAL MKII 1969. The
Duesenberg of the 60s 87,350 miles on an
excellently preserved automobile, owned 10
years call for complete details. POA. Phone 03
524 8999 or 027 427 0822 ask for John. Mem.

1955 MORRIS MINOR SERIES Il Tidy, WOF
& Reg. Current owner 28 years. Some spares.
Offers. For further details phone Bryan 06 358
4014 (pm) or email bryana@xtra.co.nz mem.

1952 MGTD 55,346 miles, 2 owners last 30
years. $32,000. Many spares including 3 diffs.
Phone Tom Hudig 04 568 4838. Mem.

1954 BSA B31 350cc First with swing arm and
gold star frame. Fully restored to showroom
condition. $6,900 ono. Phone 03 385 4100.

1930 CHEVROLET UNIVERSAL 4 door
saloon, six cylinder, alloy pistons. Older resto-
ration, excellent condition throughout. Trunk
fitted. Original mileage, 86,697 miles. Original
handbook and ownership papers. Reg & WOF,
very motorable. $22,000. Phone 03 686 1216,
Timaru for further details.

CHRYSLER 72 ROADSTER 1927 Full body off
restoration. This 6 cylinder car is one of the best
and most motorable and reliable Vintage cars
in New Zealand. This rare car is sold with full
range of spare parts, literature, restoration log
books and data. $50,000 ono. Phone 04 479
2433, Mem.

1923 SUNBEAM 14 hp 3 DOOR TOURER
Goes well, fully reconditioned mechanicals.
Restored mid nineties, very few miles covered
since then. Reg on hold. Excellent condition.
$30,000. Phone for further info 03 383 3132.
Mem.

VANDEN PLAS PRINCESS 4 LITRE R 1966.
Green with light green leather interior, original,
excellent condition, Rolls-Royce engine fully
restored Mar ‘03. Reg on hold. $15,500. Phone
03 693 9513.

1928 CHEVROLET C-CAB TRUCK in original
condition. Reg & WOF and in going order. Five
spare tyres, liners and tubes all in new or near
new condition, also some spare carburettors
and parts that go with the truck. $13,000 ono.
Photos available. Phone 06 856 6865, fax 06

856 6672, email: onga.store@xtra.co.nz

1967 VW FASTBACK Body and interior in
reasonable original condition, engine recon-
ditioned in 2002, reg on hold pending minor
repairs to front bumper and right hand
mudguard. Reasonably low mileage. Phone 07
825 6861. Offers over $1,000.
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1928 CHEVROLET NATIONAL Earlier
Restoration. Condition excellent. Runner and
very reliable very smart looking car $12,000
ono. Phone 06 758 3363 or 027 442 4792

1952 ROVER 75 Full restoration including
engine rebuild and new leather. Equipped
with free wheel option. Immaculate condition
$14,000 ono. Phone 03 235 8257. Invercargill.

Cash for your car...

Book your advertisement in the next issue of Beaded Wheels.

Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 7,000 subscribers and members of the New Zealand Vintage Car Club every
issue — our advertising is read by enthusiasts throughout the country and overseas. Do you need to find a buyer
for your vehicle, a vital piece for your restoration jigsaw puzzle or are you just ready to gain some space in your
garage? Get your message directly to the people who need to hear it.

Tick which column you require

*
50 l:| WANTED |:| FOR SALE

Text &
colour photo.

Up to 40 words including phone number. Supply
a colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for
return of photo.

+$50 rate for VCCNZ members only, non-
member rate $54

Tick which column you require

*
$1 2 | Jwanteo [ For saLe

Text only

advertising
Up to 45 words including phone number, no
photo.
*$12 rate for VCCNZ members only, non-
member rate $16

Payment must accompany your advert. Cheques should be made our to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertise-
ment to Marketplace, PO Box 13-140, Christchurch. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to
receive discount rate. Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for JUNE/JULY issue 10 MAY 2004.

e Industrial Hard Chrome e Industrial Chemical Cleaning
e Zinc Plating e Gold Plating e Tin Plating ¢ Copper/Nickel/ Brass/

Chrome e Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium

e Metal Polishing on steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass

e Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 983) 218-3228 0800 TS-CHROME (8800 86-2476)
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1927 ESSEX SUPER SIX — 2 Door Coach. Fully restored in 1989 by current owner. Travelled approx 15,000
miles since restoration. New Reg & WOF. Pristine condition. Located in Dunedin. If you would like to arrange an
inspection or receive tender documents please phone Commercial Tenders 0800 500 166 or Fax 03 688 3373
Tenders close Friday 4.00pm 16 April 2004. The highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

1925 CHRYSLER 4 ROADSTER Older resto-
ration. Still a good runner some spares Reg
& WOF. $25,000. | require the room for next
restoration. Phone John Armiger 03 358 6533.
Mem.

1948 MORRIS 10 Good condition. $1,500. For
further details please phone Chris 09 412 7099
or 027 243 4990.

HOLDEN FC UTE Very good condition, no rust.
Offers. Phone Maurie 07 345 6540. Mem.

PEUGEOT 404, 1968 SEDAN August rego,
September WOF. In great nick. Reluctant sale.
$3,500. Phone Greg 0274 804 356 or e-mail
milkfish@xtra.co.nz for more details and pictures.

1950 VINCENT RAPIDE C + STEIB SIDECAR
Travelled 500 km since complete rebuild, 12
volt. $50,000. Phone 06 867 4628. Mem.

1937 CHEVROLET SEDAN An original car with
excellent running gear. New exhaust, kingpins
and brakes. Reconditioned radiator and steering
box. Heaps of receipts and history of ownership.
$8,500 phone 09 412 5103 or 025 262 1861.

WOLSELEY OWNERS Did you know there is
an active club in New Zealand catering for
your needs? We offer a top quality monthly
magazine, comprehensive spares service, and
a library of technical information. Six branches
throughout NZ. For info contact the National
Secretary, Graham Pate, ph 07 888 0009 or visit
our website: www.wolseleycarclub.net

1931 TALBOT AV 65 SEDAN A very upmarket
English car. Six cylinder, 4 speed with overdrive
on 3rd and 4th gear. English motoring with
ease at 50mph. $28,000. This and many more
on show at Te Puke Vintage Auto Barn. Phone
07 573 6547.

1934 VAUXHALL ASX 2 door, 4 seater sports.
This very attractive English open, sports car
motors well, powered by Vauxhalls 14/6 motor
in excellent order. $28,000. View this and many
more at the Te Puke Vintage Auto Barn. Phone
07 573 6547.

BSA 1937 EMPIRE STAR 500CC Engine and
gearbox overhauled. Forks, brakes, wheels and
tyres good. All original BSA handle bar levers.
Dash board with original switch and ammeter.
Offers around $6,000 invited. Phone 07 853
2711 (NB: From April 11-16 phone 03 441
2904). Mem.
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WANTED TO BUY

1929 CHEVROLET 1 TON CHASSIS 131"
wheelbase. Phone Ken 03 201 6442 email ken.
trish.mack.@xtra.co.nz

1947 CHEVROLET FLEETMASTER, interior roof
light complete, pair of sunvisors, pair of rear
seat passenger holding straps. Contact NM
Sinclair, 1 Mansfield Rd, Owhata, Rotorua.

1952 BSA B31 decompression mechanism.
Phone Ken 03 201 6442 email ken.trish.mack.
@xtra.co.nz

AJS 1927 500cc OHV motor. Have 1926 350
OHV big port AJS engine with magneto and
carb totally rebuilt and ready to fit. Phone Lynda
Maddock 09 422 2638. Mem

ARE YOU READY TO PASS ON OWNERSHIP of
your classic bike? 1'd like to add a 1960s twin to
my small collection. First preference is a Norton
650ss circa 1966. Phone Tony 03 329 9868
email tony.edney@nbnz.co.nz

BEADED WHEELS ISSUE DECEMBER 1956 to
complete set. Also copy of Grand Prix Bugatti
by Conway, Jaguar 3.4 or 3.8 engine in good
running order. Phone Paul Hicks 09 425 7015,
email: hicks.family@xtra.co.nz

HEDSTROM INDIAN CARBURETTOR or any
internal parts for same, any condition. Also
any part whatsoever for Hedstrom cycle or
mechanical appreciated. Phone Roley 09 846
9743. Mem.

CHRYSLER ‘66 18" SPLIT RIMS WANTED. Phone
06 844 3136, Napier. Mem.

CHRYSLER 1930-70 OR 77 four speed gearbox
in reasonable to good condition. Phone Doug
Green 07 347 1874 evenings. Mem.

DOT MOTORCYCLE British made trials/scrambler
1954-1956 with 197cc Villiers powered 2 stroke
engine. This model had the Earls Fork front
suspension. Any condition considered. Phone
Frank 09 537 1014 or 027 240 1934 email:
frcarter@ihug.co.nz

FORD MODEL A suitable for restoring or
anything considered. Phone 04 478 6168 or
email: rphalliday@yahoo.co.nz  Mem.

FORD T BODY PARTS 23-25 wanted for genuine
rebuild, including bonnet, guards, windscreen,
scuttle, etc. MTFCNZ member, phone 03 389
0432.

LIGHTWEIGHT MOTORCYCLE - pre-war
preferred should be reasonably well restored
older restoration okay or all parts available
to complete. Phone 09 410 6583 (April 11-16
phone 03 441 2904). Mem.

LUCAS STARTER GENERATOR WANTED. Type
A900. As used on Vintage Morris Oxfords/
Cowleys, Tony Craythorne phone 03 342 9110 or
email craythornes @actrix.co.nz

OILCO ENAMEL ADVERTISING SIGNS, any
motoring related signs; Motor Spirit; tyres; etc.
Any items Big Tree; Texaco; Sternol; Europa;
Sinclair; Valvolene; oil bottles; delivery drivers
hat badges; sample tubes of oil. Interested in
anything related to early motoring. Phone 09
444 4066, R Ballantyne. Mem.

MAGNETO FOR EARLY ENGLISH CAR Bosch
Simms or Simms Bosch type D6. Any condition
or incomplete. Freephone 0800 800 896 ask for
Bruce or please leave message. Mem.

MOTORCYCLE PARTS WANTED: Lucas single
cylinder 2MTT racing magneto; BTH single
cylinder platform KD1 magneto any model;
1926-7 AJS 500cc OHV engine or aparts; 1936-9
Rudge 500cc OHV engine or any parts. Have
to swap: Corbin 100 mph and corbin 80 mph
speedos complete with drive, cable etc. Jones
speedo. Lucas 8" headlamp assembly complete.
Early Schebler DLX carburettor. Klaxon electric
horn for American motorcycle. Plus many other
items. Lynda and Norm Maddock, 49 Mason
Heights, RD1, Warkworth. Phone 09 422 2638
fax 09 422 2639. Mem.

SAAB MODEL 95 or station wagon any year
considered. Phone Tony Childs 03 327 2709.
Mem.

SCHEBLER DELUX CARBURETTOR model 51
bowl, nut and throat. 34" tap 20 tpi wanted to
buy or borrow. Phone Barry 03 981 8593

SPLIT RIMS 23 x 41/ straight sided bead
suitable for Studebaker Light six. Must be sound.
Phone Dick Appleyard 03 326 7084.

TYRE PUMPS British made, both Shelley and
Sutty brands to suit cars of the 50s-60s era. With
or without hoses. Phone Frank 09 537 1014 or
027 240 1934 email: frcarter @ihug.co.nz

VAUXHALL 1933 ASX WIRE WHEELS with
reasonable beads. Also early Dodge parts and
information required for 1918 Tourer, including
chassis guards, windscreen hood bows, lights,
felloes, instruments, bonnet etc. 1918 speci-
fication info required. Phone 06 844 0464 or
027 446 1986 email: kimhunter22@xtra.co.nz
Mem.

VINTAGE TRUNK OR LUGGAGE RACK WANTED
to fit rear bumper of a 1937 Ford V8 Club
Cabriolet, Model 78. Phone R Ferneyhough 09
263 8121 anytime, 27a Santa Monica Place,
Manukau Heights, Auckland 1701.

WANTED FOR 1929 BUICK 25 x 116 Tourer. Any
body parts front cowling, rear tub, windscreen
fitments, hood bows, anything at all. Am
converting a standard sedan to the above, so
will have some sedan parts for exchange or sale.
Phone Jim Davis 03 443 7304, Central Otago.
Mem

WANTEDTOBUY FOR 1938 INTERNATIONAL
D2 brake drums front and rear (12" diameter,
2" deep, 4 ribs) hubcaps, steering wheel, grille
and mouldings. Radiator cap for 1936 C1 Inter.
Phone Bruce 03 217 2664 fax 03 217 4668
email patnbruce@xtra.co.nz

1907 ROLLS-ROYCE CHASSIS Similar
to drawing, one possiblity, last seen South
Canterbury being used as bridge over creek
1950s-60s. Considerable money paid for right
item. Also wanted 2 x No 7 Rotheram oilers.
Phone Nyall Simkin 06 758 3363, 0274 424
792.

WOODWORK BLUEPRINTS/DIMENSIONS  for
body frame of a 1928 Chrysler 75 Roadster.
Phone Malcolm Douglas 03 489 3317, 37 Chain
Hills Road, RD.1. Dunedin.

ENGLISH COLLECTOR OF PRE 1918 AEC,
Thornycroft, Napier, etc seeks anything from
a button to a complete vehicle. Please send
details and photo with relevant numbers to Pat
the Anorak, Glazebrook Farm, Ashingdon, Essex,
England, SS43)I or phone 001 702 206686 for a
confidential cash offer.

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for
a good article for a future issue and we are now actively
seeking more contributions.

To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors
per issue will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels
cap.

We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or done
on a computer (any common word-processing program
is okay) and they can be posted to Beaded Wheels,
P 0 Box 13140, Christchurch or e-mail to beadedwheels@
VC.0rg.nz .

High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken
using a four mega pixel digital camera set at a high
resolution. Please contact me if you wish to discuss an
idea for an article.

Kevin Clarkson
Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for
this issue are Jack Hindess and Bruce Hutton osm
Congratulations and thanks for your contribution.

Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.
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products for the car restorer

PENRITE

LUBRICANTS

full range in stock

TE PUKE
VINTAGE

Where older cars ave seen and loved.
The fascinating history of motoring that you
can appreciate up close.

Phone 07 573 6547

Te Puke - Rotorua Highway (uext 1o Kiwifuit Country)
RD9, Te Puke, New Zealand

visit our website
www.vintagecars.nzhere.com

E. Parrott & Son Litd

automotive mstrument SeEeCIahStS

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS 0 TACHOS [0 GAUGES [0 CLOCKS [0 CABLES

Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrots@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366

&34 111100

IVDUSTRIES

Motorcycle & Car
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations

Model A & T
Parts

For all of your requirements

We Specidlise In
« Custom Made Spokes « Speedway Wheels
Rim and Frame Lining « Wheel Building &
Truing « Complete Wheel Restoration

contact us!

Ph/fax 03 755 6085
Email deb.ian.cameron@xtra.
co.nz
PO Box 76
Blue Spur Road, Hokitika.
Mastercard and Visa
Accepted

Vintage — Classic — Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling

Phone 06 324 8345
Mobile 025 231 7864
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SWAP MEETS

and rallies

23rd September - 6 October 2004

Experienced Tour Guides Russell and Joan Paul.

For full details phone smon Hockina

0800 505 565

email simonh@hot.co.nz

HOUSE-OF FRAVEL

Ford Discovery Centre River Cruises ® World Heritage Caves

Highlights include:

e Wineries e Adelaide e Vintage Train Travel o
Pichi Pichi Railway e Paddle Steamer e
Swan Hill Pioneer Town plus much more

NINETEENTH NATIONAL
MOTORCYCLE RALLY

Cambridge Feb 11-13 2005

Didn’t get the entry form in the recent mail out?
Then contact your Branch Secretary, or write to
the National Rally Secretary, PO Box 924, Hamilton

Mechamcaj Restorations
and thagé/ &Pares (1980)

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT :
AUTOMOTIVE %

PARTS \

Kingpin sets
Suspension parts
Spark plugs

Engine bearings
Master cylinders & kits
Rear axles

Clutch covers

Brake & clutch cables
Valves, springs, guides
Timing gears & chains

VINTAGE PV
AND PW
1912-80
ENGLISH
AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Engine gaskets
Steering joints

Gearbox gears
Crownwheel & pinions
Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Water pumps & kits Clutch plates

Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Pistons Steering box parts
Speedo cables Ignition parts
Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 e Fordell »« Wanganui ¢ Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

SWAP MEET

The Ashburton Branch of the
Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc

will hold their

Swap Meet on

Saturday 1 May, 2004
at the Club Grounds,
Maronan Road, Tinwald

Gates open from 730am
No Dogs Allowed
For further information contact
Jim Lawton, Phone 03 303 3271

or the Secretary M. Jacob
phone/fax 03 308 3392
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Ashburton
Roger Hart

Steve Gielingh, our Club Captain,
thrives on his reputation for never doing
things in half measures. Like trying to
outdo Humpty-Dumpty. Keen to work off
the excesses of the festive season, Steve
and mates decided to forgo wheels and
take a walk down to the old gun emplace-
ments at Godley Head, Lyttelton Harbour.
Quite a steep descent really, but this did
not deter the speed of ever exuberant
Steve, who in his Humpty guise tumbled
over a cliff. The result, serious damage to
his crown which necessitated, in Steve’s
words “it actually took a surgeon to put me
together again. Put in a few plates (in the
forehead) and screw them together with a
German screwdriver that squeaked”.

With Steve on the mend immediate
past Club Captain Bill Datlen, not to be
out-done, stood on a spark plug in his
workshop. The result, damage to wrist
and ankle. Seems like the Michelin Man
may be the safest choice for the next Club
Captain.

To counter these misfortunes, Les
Bennett was seen with a rare smile as the
result of being Ist equal in the PV section
of the Windsor Rally.

New members — Martin Cuttle, 1930
Model A, Allan Begg 1964 Holden and
Frank Sandys 1966 Triumph Vitesse
Convertible — a very warm welcome. Bear
in mind that if you have any aspirations to
become Club Captain, then it might pay
to get prepared by entering the Paris to
Dakar Rally.

The opportunities for branch members
to join in rallies and events, continue
to be almost endless, as have been the
terrain driven over, distances travelled and
historic homes and museums visited. Like
Owen and Lorraine Wilson testing the
skills of 21 navigators on their annual
run which ended up at Bill Airey’s home
museum. You name it and Bill is likely to
have it!

Bill Datlen organised a gymkhana, then
set the pace with an unbeaten “demo”
time. Eventual winner Lindsay Olsen’s
performance gave a hint that he could be a
starter in the next Targa.

David Oakley has been at it again.
Firstly with a Milford Sound Meander in
December. Ten local vehicles travelled to
Milford via the Nevis and returned via
the Borland Saddle and Thompson and
Dansey’s Passes. David followed this on
Waitangi weekend with an “Up the Creek”
rally based at Dry Creek Station Fairlie
with its resident collection of vintage
military vehicles including a WW II Jeep
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constructed out of new spare parts. Two
hundred kilometres of farm tracks gave
the adventurous plenty of scope. The next
weekend the Hawke’s Flight run (Gary
Hawke in control) zeroed in on the Deans
families’ Homebush museum and gardens.

A thirty-five degree New Years day saw
forty-eight cars and occupants showing
keen interest in shady spots and great turn
out for the barbecue at the conclusion in
the Ashburton Domain.

Not such a pleasant day weatherwise
for the annual rally. But the seventy-five
entrants had a great drive to end up at
Geraldine with eighty people staying on
for the rally dinner. Great to see Frank
Morrison driving the late Colin Bearman’s
Dodge.

Main Trophy Winners included
PV Motor Cycles

A Richards 1941 Indian

P W Motor Cycles

P Ralston 1946 Royal Enfield
Vintage Commercial

G Rae 1925 Ford T

PV Commercials

D & B George 1956 Chevrolet
Post 60 Commercials

A Wolfreys 1970 Morris Minor

Vintage Cars
Les Bennett
Post Vintage Cars

1929 Plymouth

O Hurst 1932 Ford V8
Post War Cars

D Philpott 1956 Morris Minor
Post 1960 Cars

P Gallagher 1964 Wolseley 6/110
Time Trial
1 =D Rae 1926 Ford T and

F Whiteley 1938 Hudson
Peoples Choice
C Mclachlan 1926 Ford T
Best Lady Driver

] Hosken 1927 Buick
Vintage Commercial Concours

D Rae 1926 Ford T

Post Vintage Car Concours
R Jopling 1934 Austin 7
Post War Vintage Concours
R Scott 1956 Armstrong Siddley

Best Performance Overall

D Philpott 1956 Morris Minor

Lots of work at present being done by
the team for the ever popular Swap Meet
this year being held on Saturday 1 May.

Auckland
John Stokes

Veteran: Mark Ball has purchased the
ex Warwick Jessop ex Bruce Anderson
1915 Buick 4. Will he change the colour?
Jim Welch has bought a 1905 V Twin

idle

Riley 9 hp, the car is complete but requires
finishing. George Mihaljevich has the
Hudson Mile a Minute speedster body
being built by Wallace McNair.

Barry Birchall, 1905 De Dion, Bruce
Madgwick, 1908 De Dion, Russell Vincent
1905 Cadillac, and Ross Jones 1907
Cadillac all represented our branch at the
Taranaki Round The Mountain event. Bill
Shears 1917 Moon, Barry Birchall 1905
De Dion, and Neil Cox with a borrowed
1913 Overland Model 69 all attended the
Edwardian weekend and some other events
during the South Island Veteran season.
Barry and Neil also opted for the long
route on the Edwardian event, a credit
to them as they made up fifty percent of
the entrants on this route. Our Veteran
run attracted about twenty entrants with
eighteen starters for an excellent scenic
run from Howick Colonial village through
South East Auckland country to finish
at Alan Lewis’ beautiful property in Mill
Rd, Ardmore. Kit Maxwell won the big
trophy in his 1909 Wolseley Siddeley and
David Oliver won the little trophy in
his 1914 Model T Ford. Nicola Birchall
was fortunate that the 1905 De Dion
wouldn’t start and that the 1912 Cadillac
was substituted, otherwise she may have
discovered the dubious masochistic and
heart attack inducing pleasures of pushing
small Veterans up steep hills.

Motorcycles: We note with regret
the passing of Audrey Waldron in late
January. Audrey was a stalwart supporter of
Gary and of Vintage motoring in general.
Audrey was often found among the helpers
at motorcycle and car events and her
presence will be sorely missed.

New motorcyclists include Chris North
with a 1953 MAC Velocette, Michael
Wyse with a 1967 Triumph Saint 650cc
and Hilary Fenn with a 1968 BSA Bantam
D14/4. Colin Tomkin’s New Years Day
run attracted some fifty-five bikes and
some 15 cars for an excellent run in West
Auckland. Martin Spicer took the Cecil
Light Trophy with his 1960 BSA Gold
Flash, a bit of icing on the silver restora-
tion award that he received at the Gymnic
in December. Recently a Japanese classic
motorcycle magazine photographed and
interviewed a number of our motorcyclists
about their machines. The translation of
the resultant Japanese magazine article
caused considerable merriment at the last
motorcycle meeting. Neville Olsen won
the Bert Cuthbertson Memorial Rally on
his 1951 BSA.

Events: Nine of our members attended
the Bay of Plenty Anniversary weekend
rally with John and Janice Gardner taking



first PW in the Ford Prefect and Norm
and Pat Dewhurst gaining third P60 in
the 1960 Skoda. The early morning tour
in January attracted 19 starters including
a couple of Waitemata participants for a
run from Beaumont St, in the city via the
Shore and North West Auckland to finish
at the Silverdale Museum. The Mid Week
Tourers group has had two good runs, one
to Snells Beach and the other to Raglan.
Former management committee member
Dave Allbon can now enjoy these as he
has retired.

New People: These include William
Cairns with a pair of 1963 Humber Super
Snipes, Brian Wilson with a 1959 Lotus
Consul Sports, Tony and Carole Dewhurst
with a 1963 Jaguar Mk II. Chris North,
mentioned in the motorcycle section of
this report, also has a 1926 Bullnose Morris
roadster and a 1951 Cooper Monoposto.

Alan and Sharran Price have bought a
very original 1967, three owner, Vauxhall
Victor which was trialled on a successful
club tour to Thames. The entrants were
mainly in PWs and P60s so all praise to
Gary Waldron in his Essex and Owen and
Jayne Hayward in their 1922 Paige for the
Vintage representation.

Banks Peninsula Andre le Febvre

Our main activity over the last months
has been organising a Vintage field for the
Skope Classic at Ruapuna, and for the
Levels meeting at Timaru the following
weekend. George Calder and Ron Hassal
put in a huge effort to organise a field of
34 for Ruapuna, and we were pleased to
see four formula junior cars and a Lotus
11, all from Auckland. From the USA
were the delightful F1 Lotus 18 of Charles
McCabe, the 1934 8CM Maserati of Peter
Giddings and a 1956 Czech built Avia of
Tony Garvney, powered by a 750cc BMW
motor cycle engine.

There were two distinct rating groups,
the fast rating cars and the slower sports
cars. Rating was really difficult in the
wet conditions, with traction and visibility
very doubtful. Most drivers reckoned they
just followed the blur of spray in front.
There were no dented or damaged cars so
it must have worked.

Leading the charge as usual was Graeme
Hamilton, in the Ace 3, with the Giddings
Maserati looking and sounding divine. The
Stanton special had new front shocks and a
new 2” SU carb. Geoff Owen led the slower
groups in his very fast MG Magnette S.C.
followed by Bryon Ashworth’s Daimler
SP25. It was a thrill for members of the
Ransley family to see both Ransley Rileys
on the track competing together, as there

is so much history connected with both of
these wonderful cars. Kevin Ransley was
able to speak about the cars to Ramon
Farmer and Allan Wills, the owners, a real
highlight for them both. Gordy Routledge’s
tempermental Austin 7 Special behaved
impeccably for the second race meeting
in a row thus silencing (briefly) his critics,
but Murray Maxwell kept the flag of
Austin 7 unreliability flying by having a
run of bad luck with his extensively refur-
bished special. However, by the Sunday
it was running on four cylinders and the
extensive support groups could relax.

We had very positive feed back from
spectators and organisers, so we feel
confident about our racing future. The
vintage field at Levels, although smaller,
was equally successful. George Calder
and Ron Hassal are to be congratulated
for organising two very successful racing
events.

Our esteemed committee has decided
that we are going to hold another Monte
Carlo rally. This prestigious and much
awaited event will be held at Show
weekend, 13 November. Scott Thomson
has been heard to say that he intends to
enter, but be warned Scott! The previous
winners, Equipe Escargo (Peugeot,
Citroen, Delage) are entering again, and
North Island entrants can expect a volley
of garlic, dubious regulations and general
hilarity.

Bay of Plenty Joe Marsden
The year 2003 ended on 28 December
with a most successful “100 Years of
Motoring in the Bay of Plenty” motor
show. The weather smiled on us without
being too hot as the show was held in
the pits area of the Bay Park Raceway.
This large concrete area could have
been most uncomfortable for the huge
local and holiday crowd that attended.
There were over 350 vehicles on display
covering the 100 years to the day since
the first motorcar arrived in Tauranga. The
Trustpower TECT Helicopter Trust will
benefit by $5,229 as a result of our efforts.
The January meeting, addressed by
Frank DeLatour and Tony Forster, was to
keep us up to date with proposed changes
to the P60 rules and the latest from MOT.
It is good to hear what is in the pipeline.
Wednesday 14 January saw a good
turnout of members and cars at the Oropi
Hot Springs complex for a quiet swim and
picnic type mid-week run. This was a nice
relaxing way to spend a summer’s day.
Auckland Anniversary Weekend is our
Annual Rally time and was held at the
Sapphire Springs again this year. Some 56
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cars faced the starter for a run that took
them along the foothills of the Mamaku
Range towards Tauranga from KatiKati,
then going inland to the McLaren’s Falls
Park. Another good climb through the
park took them to Omanawa Hall for
the lunch stop. Suitably refreshed, they
made their way back towards the Springs,
turning off to do some straight-line naviga-
tion around Omokoroa and finishing at
the hall there for afternoon tea. It is great
to see that the principal place-getters were
all from out of town, they are Ist Colin
and Jeanette Turner from Waikato, 1932
Austin 10, 2nd John and Janice Gardner
from Auckland, 1953 Ford Prefect and 3rd
equal are Doug and Doreen Green from
Rotorua, 1929 Graham-Paige and Tom
and Maureen Belch, from Wellsford, 1958
Morris Major. One hundred and twenty
happy people sat down to the Prize-giving
dinner at the Springs.

Peter Ash organised 24 cars to attend
the KatiKati Axeman’s Carnival on
1 February and this was enjoyed by
members.

We had an interesting talk by Colton
Kerr at the February meeting. His topic
was early aviation in New Zealand, from
early attempts to fly in large box-kites
through to his brothers building their own
aircraft from WW I surplus parts and on to
the second world war period.

Our February mid-week
organised by Ray Singleton who has
each year taken the elderly people from
Carter House in Te Puke for a drive in
our old cars. This is keenly anticipated by
residents and their carers. After morning
tea, we take them to a venue where a
barbecue lunch is provided and then some
entertainment before returning to Te Puke
and afternoon tea. This year, the venue
was Pikawai, a lovely spot by the sea.
As a drizzly shower shortened the lunch
break, the entertainment continued back
in Carter House with a piano-accordian
and sing-song, and our Deidre Hamerton
then played the organ for us.

There are some lovely restorations under
way in the Bay with Owen Goldsmith’s
Daimler Special Sports about to have
some new leather upholstery fitted, Roger
Hill is working well on his 1930 Daimler
16/20 bodywork, while Wally Jelaca is
making good progress with the RM Riley.
David Philip is sorting out water leaks in
the DeSoto, Julian Webb is making good
progress with the 1938 S.S.Jaguar 1 litre,
and Peter Woodend has the 1928 Austin
12/4 under way too.

New members that we have welcomed
since last report are Paul Singleton and
Zoe Kennedy who have rejoined. Happy

run was
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Vintage motoring, and hope to see many
of you at the North Island Easter Rally.

Canterbury Tony Becker

Now that Diamond Jubilee Vero
2006 Rally hiccups have been soothed,
Canterbury Branch is abuzz with antici-
pation. Hundreds are expected to Monte
Carlo Rally their way South to what surely
will be the VCC event of the decade.
Choosing accommodation and suitable
Monte Carlo route is high on many
agendas at present.

Local events kicked off with the Boxing
Day Run which last year returned to a
sweltering Diamond Harbour. We had a
great turnout with big leafy trees providing
welcome shade from the severe heat.

No rain had fallen all December so
things were tinder dry by the time the
Annual Picnic run came along on 4
January. 108 people enjoyed this popular
outing at “The Gums”. January 17. Some
30 mopeds and clip-ons also enjoyed their
day which covered the flat open roads
from Prebbleton Domain based around
Halswell, Taitapu and district on another
Canterbury scorcher.

Of great interest in January was the
recognition awarded to Branch member
Ray Shearman, who became a “member
of the New Zealand Order of Merit” for
services to motorcycling. Ray has dedicated
a lifetime of interest to competitive motor-
cycling and just about every other aspect
at all levels including administration.
Congratulations Ray from all members of
your branch!

The 9-90s first outing this year travelled
to a 2000 herd dairy farm on Rakaia Island
courtesy of Bruce and Doreen Ackroyd.
This most interesting venue produced an
enthusiastic round of questions for owners
to answer about dairy herd management,
particularly in time of drought. The
logistics of plant, transport and servicing
such a complex certainly had us thinking.

An enthralled membership learned a
great deal and saw a side to life usually
only read about with lots of misinforma-
tion or negative impact reporting. Thanks
Bruce and Doreen.

Main feature of February was the
Branch’s Annual Rally that drew over
100 entries, including eight for concours
judgement. People’s Choice was the 1928
Chrysler of Peter Rowe. The Rally followed
two routes into the Malvern Hills, Sheffield
district, emerging at Glentunnel and on to
the Rolleston lunchstop. A barbecue tea
after a time-trial to Cutler Park rounded
the day off. Sunday was the big drought
breaker which eventually ruined much of
the North Island so field tests became an
indoors parts ID test for navigators. Dinner
and prize giving completed the Rally.
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Eastern Bay of Plenty
Sue Moore

Several of our club members with seven
cars, one truck and a motorcycle attended
the “100 Years of Motoring” show held
at Baypark Stadium, Mount Maunganui,
at the end of December. There were over
200 vehicles on display and it was a great
chance to peruse and admire!

Our first run for the new year was
arranged by Dave Romer and a turn out
of 17 cars set out from Whakatane to
enjoy the drive over the hill to Ohope and
around the Ohiwa Harbour. A half hour stop
was made at the Slade Pottery, the building
which many years ago housed the Cheddar
Valley Cheese Factory. Once on the road
again we had the choice of following the
main route through to Opotiki or turn
down Toones Road for a section of “Tulip
Navigation” across country. Being an adven-
turous lot, most took the second option and
no-one appeared to get lost. Of course, this
could be due to the amount of dust the cars
ahead were throwing up which gave one the
general direction to follow, or it could be
that they cheated and just followed the map
on the back of the sheet! However, it was
an interesting drive through some beautiful
country which brought us to the Woodlands
area of Opotiki. Once through the town
we drove along the coast road to Tirohanga
to the home of Rob and Kath Livingstone
where we enjoyed afternoon tea parked high
on the hill overlooking the sea.

A smaller contingent of nine cars met
at Matata for our February run which took
us along the coast for a few miles before
turning left into the Otamarakau Valley
Road. A pleasant drive through farmland
brought us to the Old Coach Road at
Pongakawa and a visit to an unusual home
built from mud-bricks. Apparently all the
bricks were made on site from materials
found on the farm and even the strong
macrocarpa beams came from locally
grown trees. Back on the Old Coach Road
again we travelled to Paengaroa to a Dairy
Farm with a difference — instead of cows
we watched a flock of sheep being milked!
Up to 400 ewes are milked in this shed
at the height of the season with the milk
being taken through to Gisborne to be
processed into cheese. Our thanks to Liz
and Garry Bryson for arranging such an
interesting afternoon run.

FAR NORTH

DAVE DUIRS

On what looked like a gloomy morning
a happy band of 26 members, under the
leadership of Peter O’dell, donned their
painting gear to tackle the clubrooms.
After a shared smoko and selfhelp lunch
organised by Colleen Brownlie the
“inspector” declared the whole building
...roof, walls and windows...to have been

waterblasted (during the week by Win
Matthews & John Crisp), scraped and
painted. What a great show of club spirit
which enabled a daunting task to be made
relatively easy with many a laugh and good
yarn on the way only a month after so
many worked hard for the Car Show.
Monthly club meetings are drawing good
attendances which hopefully augers well for
the fast approaching AGM where we hope
to see some new names put forward.

It has been great to see many new faces
and vehicles enjoying our programme.
We have some special events over the
next few months and hope other branches
will join us.

Gisborne
Rodney Clague

A little bit of catching-up to do as I
missed getting my notes in for the last
issue. The visit from the Hawke’s Bay
branch in November was a great weekend,
with an excellent Noggin ‘n Natter held
on the Saturday night, combined with the
celebration of our 30th Anniversary. We
were surprised to have one of our original
founder members, Myles Walters and his
wife Bernice travel over from Australia to
join us for the evening. Myles and other
founder members Barry Hilton and Joe
Webber cut the cake that had been made
for the occasion by Rosalie Douglas and
iced by Janet Squires.

On the Sunday several local members
joined the Hawke’s Bay contingent as far
south as Wairoa via the Tiniroto Road,
stopping for an enjoyable lunch at the
Marumaru Tavern before carrying on to
Wairoa to inspect Mike Little’s collection
of motorcycles. Janet provided us with
a quiz to keep us occupied on the way
home.

The last event for the year was the
Club Captain’s Wing Ding when about
a dozen vehicles were sent off around
town looking for advertising signs outside
motels, and finishing up at Mark and Sue
Dunn’s property at Makauri for a barbecue
tea — a really enjoyable evening.

Waitangi Weekend saw four cars and
crews do an informal tour around the East
Coast, overnighting at Opotiki in pouring
rain and Te Araroa where the high winds
made the setting up of tents a difficult task.



lvan and Fay Chamberlain. Fay won the prize for possibly being the wettest
person at the end of the day. Maybe the car was better protected.

Bruce and Mary Leask (Manawatu) 1918 Essex roadster winner of the

Entrants Choice

By all accounts it was a wonderful experi-
ence despite the weather conditions.

The upgrade of our toilet block is nearly
complete, after which work will start on
extending the kitchen area, and space in
our library is at a premium as more and
more books are being donated to us.

Latest discoveries include the remains
of a 1926 Whippet 2-door Sedan which
had been trucked, two late 50s Austin
commercials, a pickup and a van, and a
circa 1953 EIX Vauxhall Wyvern which
hasn’t seen the light of day since 1985.

Gore Ron Osborne

The 50th Anniversary Dunedin to
Brighton Run was celebrated from 29
January to 1 February, Gore members taking
part were Paul Herron and family (1911
Ford T) Starr and Margaret McDougall
(1918 Oakland), Robin Dickson and Andy
Christie (1902 Rambler), Ian Chittock
and Ron Osborne (1917 Ford T truck) and
Colin and Joan Pierce (1912 Sunbeam).

Although the weather was damp
at times it was a thoroughly enjoyable
weekend which was well run and the likes
of which is not likely to be seen again for
quite a while.

Waitangi Day weekend 6-8 February
saw Gore come alive with over 600
entrants who were celebrating 100 years

Elisabeth Smits-Brower

of the tractor. Starting with a street parade
on Thursday evening which seemed to go
on forever and finally finishing on Sunday
afternoon. Our Branch had cars on display
on the Saturday and these were joined
by participants in the Southland Branch
Rally that finished around lunchtime at
the same venue, the Gore Show Grounds.

The whole weekend was the scene
of great activity with something like 20
traction engines and a heap of crawler
tractors plus wheel tractors which seemed
to be dominated by John Deere in numbers.
I think the public in attendance certainly
got their money’s worth.

The same weekend around 50 Rolls-
Royces on a New Zealand tour spent
some time at the Mandeville Vintage
Aerodrome. Some of our members took
cars out to show the flag. We have a host
of events happening in the near future
with our own Festival Rally late February
and a Swap Meet on 28 March.

Hawke’s Bay Rod McKenzie

The first major event for the New
Year was held in January when 37 starters
headed out for a short morning run to
a local winery near Puketapu before
we ended up at a lavender farm on the
Taupo road near Eskdale. A jazz band
played while we all had lunch under sun

idle

Glen Bull cleaning out the carburettor on the road. Onlookers Ivan Benge and

Hawkes Bay’s Wayne and Shona Richards EMF. Will and Ruby Holmes Talbot

umbrellas amongst the lavender. Many
of the group were dressed in art deco
costume in practice for the main event,
the Art Deco Rally in late February. This
year again there are over 160 entries. We
can only hope that the weather is kind,
and not like the weekend we have just
had with floods throughout the lower
North Island.

A number of our members joined the
New Year celebrations at Taihape where
the Wanganui members hold a rally each
year. Reports have it that it was again a
worthwhile trip.

Some of the Veteran owners of the
Branch spent a pleasant weekend in early
January circumnavigating Mount Taranaki
over a couple of days. Some interesting
country was covered and places visited
including Colin Johnstone’s amazing
private museum at Waitara and the
Tawhiti museum near Hawera which were
well worth seeing!

The mid-week runs are still gathering in
good crowds with trips to places of interest
for a quiet picnic. These runs usually
attract a turnout of 10 to 20 vehicles.

New members are welcomed into our
branch on a regular basis with a variety of
vehicles being owned. The popularity of
the “Art Deco” weekend has encouraged
many of these people to come along for
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the fun. Some folk don’t enjoy the dressing
up part of what the not-so-serious-celebra-
tion is, and then again others do.

Horowhenua The Nightingale
Summer! It is summer, but as I write
this we are in the middle of apparently
the worst storm since Wahine and Bola.
Palmerston North and Fielding are cut off
etc. We have had over 200 mm of rain in
February so far in the Horowhenua.

The annual cricket match was held
at Southwards between Wellington and
Horowhenua and I have to admit I forgot.
The score keeper was the well known
umpire, Ray Ivin, but we lost by 173/4
runs. I understand the day was fun in spite
of this devasting loss by Horowhenua.

Our branch held a mini swap meet at
the club rooms early in January with 14
stalls and 30 plus members. It was a good
get together, swap and chat.

Local members assisted in setting up,
providing security and dismantling a display
of pedal cars owned by local collector at
the Horowhenua A & P Show.

The second annual triangular Veteran
Rally, was run over the weekend of
1 February. A barbecue on the Saturday
night was well attended in fine weather but
the next day made up for it all. Heavy rain
all day with torrential downpours at times.
The run was south of the Hydes Museum
at Te Horo. The ability to stay dry was
appreciated. Glen and Maureen Bull on/in
their motorbike and sidecar combination
found the belt was slipping so much with
the rain, that Glen, down to low gear,
leapt off the bike and pushed Maureen
and machine up the final part of a hill.
All entrants still had a joke and a smile at
the end of the day. Eighteen entrants in
all with four motorbikes included. A great
day for all.

On the restoration scene Ivan Benge
has now nearly completed his Bedford half
ton truck restoration. He has owned the
machine for about eight years. Looking
good he says.

As this Beaded Wheels comes out we
will be holding our annual Swap Meet
which continues to grow each year.

Manawatu Robyn Corpe

Len Haycock’s New Years Day run was
enjoyed by those in 22 cars. The members
met at the Oroua Downs Tannery on the
main highway and motored down Puke
Puke Road to the DOC lagoon. We were
able to enjoy the bird life on the lagoon
from a viewing platform. Lunch was at
Tangimoana Beach in a very well planted
reserve with a lake, sadly the reserve is
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now covered in water after recent floods.
A special thanks to Len and Gladys for a
great start to the year.

The local historical society celebrated
Settler’s Day on 18 January in the Feilding
Square. The Veteran owners displayed
their cars, while the Morris and Austin
enthusiasts also displayed their vehicles.

The Sunday run was held on 8 February
when 40 members met at Ashburst to see
Laurie Gudsell’s aero engine, the awesome
V12, which was fired up. We also viewed
Laurie’s collection of aero parts, wartime
crash parts and a great collection of plane
relics.

In the garages of Manawatu Steve
Bright is working on his 1934 Chevrolet
Junior and editor Dave Livingston is busy
with his 1927 Graham Paige Coupe. By
March it should be tested, registered and
have the final touches installed. Maurice
Entwisle is busy finishing off a two door 1926
Chevrolet, we have heard that this is for his
wife to drive to bowls. Brian McPherson
is getting on well with his original 1939
Morris Eight truck. Manawatu members are
looking forward to the Invercargill Diamond

Jubilee Rally in 2006.

Marlborough Andrew Dittmer

Although the weather has been unsea-
sonably rough it has not stopped any
activities. Our Concours event is held in
conjunction with Brayshaw Park’s Heritage
Day in January. This year we had a great
turn out of eligible vehicles. This kept our
Judges busy for hours but it was a labour
of love.

Anthony van der Water from BASIS
was guest speaker at our Members’ Night.
Anthony was a photographer before estab-
lishing his restoration supply business and
has a huge collection of motorcycle racing
photos. He showed us only a small sample
but did it stir up some memories!

Members have been over most of the
South Island attending events. Some
were at the Dunedin Brighton Veteran
gathering. Others including myself were
at Austins in Methven. Others braved
the four-hour trek into Anokaha Bay at
the top of the Marlborough Sounds. Here
we stayed in an old house converted into
good shearers quarters. Maitre‘d was Ron
Hebberd who served up mussels for one
dish cooked in a batter that included
custard powder, they were wonderful! The
weather going in was great but coming
back was into the storm that ravaged the
lower North Island. At Linkwater a large
tree crashed across the road just behind
David and Judith Bruce’s Riley nine sports
and just in front of our little Austin. Not

to worry as we turned around and diverted
back through Picton. You just have to love
this motoring with beautiful gravel roads,
magnificent scenery and all the added
excitement most of us can handle.

[ missed our run to the Trout Pub
centenary as I was working. All reports
were of a great day out. Just coming up are
the West Coast and Nelson Easter Rallies, I
hope my boss understands my need for even
more weekends off to enjoy our old cars.

Nelson June Campbell

Workings bees are the order of the day
at present, getting the Clubrooms spruced
up for the National SI Easter Rally. The big
weekend is getting closer and we hope and
pray for a lovely sunny Nelson weekend,
but who knows, with the current weather
patterns we have to prepare for all seasons.

The Branch was sorry to lose Vintage
car enthusiast and member Maurice Dodds
on 12 January 2004. Maurice first joined
the VCC in 1967 as a member of the Gore
Branch and was a foundation member of
the North Otago Branch as well as one of
the earliest members of the Hudson Essex
Terraplane Club. He originally hailed from
Kaitangata in the deep south but was well
known in the Nelson district and will be
much missed by all.

February Club night was a visit to a
Wakefield property were members were
able to view two Avro Anson aircraft built
in the mid 1930s which are under restora-
tion. They were one of the first aircraft
fitted with a retractable undercarriage. A
good muster attended for this meeting.

February 14-15 attracted a number of
vehicles and owners to cross the Takaka
hill to enjoy Chairman Geoff Morris’s
weekend-long ‘Chairman’s Run’. As
the Saturday was Valentine’s Day the
afternoon trip involved a drive out to
Collingwood taking in jewellery, pottery
of all sorts, lilies in bloom, scented candles
and chocolates. A dinner in the evening
rounded the day off rather nicely. Sunday
was a visit to the Pupu Springs powerhouse
where we were privileged to have Branch
members give us an inspection and guided
tour of the works and surrounding area. A
really lovely weekend enjoyed by all those
who decided to have time ‘over the Bay’.

A small group took up John Stickney’s
challenge to travel to Marlborough and
journey through to Cape Campbell and
the lighthouse. This was another weekend
trip, communal accommodation with pub
meals and much hilarity. I hear that the
wind was so strong that John White’s
(ex Nelson Branch member) glasses were
whipped off his nose, Debbie McDowells’s



hat taken clean from her head and Gary
Plum’s handkerchief blown out of his
hands and all never seen again. I was
annoyed at being unable to go on this trip
but maybe it was lucky, [ can just imagine
us and the Essex disappearing out to sea
and unlike Chitty Chitty Bang Bang we
would NOT have sprouted wings. And
then this item would not be in the Idle
Torque column!!

Northland An Austineer

For the workers at the live days the new
year had a busy start with two in the first
month, the usual core members were there,
alot of work for those few. Lawrence and
his helpers have also been very busy in the
spares shed with lots of donations (trailer
full) and excellent sales on open days.

Our Beach Run unfortunately fizzled out
as the weather was so perfect the whole of
the district had already gone to the beach.
The Gymnic is now scheduled to run with
the 100 Years of Ford on 29 February, also
a live day so lots will be happening at
the Museum grounds. Kickstart boys are
well underway with the Northland Motor
Cyclist Rally due in May.

There will be a lot of people sad to
hear of the passing of Len Southward,
a truly great person who touched a lot
of people with his integrity, passion and
infectious enthusiasm.

[ only met him once as a motorcyclist
on an old rural outfit. We had a phone
introduction from an old friend of mine
Alf Lambess. My travelling companion
and I were given a very interesting tour of
the workshops, grounds and museum. We
both left so enthused that we buzzed for
weeks afterwards. I have never forgotten
Len’s ability to talk to anyone on their
level, no airs or graces but with honest
interest in this new friend made.

[ am sure a lot of other people will have
similar memories.

North Shore Peter Aitken

Last Sunday saw a very successful
Garage Raid. Fifteen cars visited Kelvin
Hawke - Chrysler 75 Roadster, Dallas
McNeil-Packard 1935 Coupe  rolling
chassis and 90% mechanically finished,
John Pauling - Ford T brass radiator truck
- also working on a Model A Coupe, Jim
Scott who has various projects progressing
- 39 Chevolet Coupe and 46 Chevrolet
truck. We finished at Len Woodgates’
who has several Studebakers and is also
minding an early Hupmobile and 1930
Rolls-Royce Saloon belonging to R &
L Hadfield. Len has been responsible

for replacing woodwork and an engine
overhaul. Len and Joy finished off the day
in style with hot scones, raspberry jam
and cream!

Several cars are heading down to
Napier for Art Deco this weekend. We
can only hope the weather improves for
this event as the past weeks have been
very unseasonal.

On the restoration scene, several club
members have vehicles coming along.
Chairman Roger is progressing on a 1923
Crossley Special with the woodwork well
under way and looking very professional
sitting on its Delage rolling chassis.

Editor Brian has a 1925 Chrysler
Roadster with all the wood and panel work
completed, waiting for upholstery, paint,
tyres etc. He may make the Southland
Rally. Neville Gregory has a 1933 Humber
Snipe Saloon with the body on rolling
chassis looking very professional. Arnold
Van Zon has a 1929 Packard 640 Conv
Victoria. This car lay outside in Texas for
decades before being rescued and shipped
to N.Z. by Henry Rynbeek. All the wood
and panel work has been completed by
Dave Ashcroft of Whangarei. Arnold is
making various parts such as windshield,
roof frame etc, and the car is looking very
impressive.

Henry Rynbeek has a similar car being
restored. It has the same body specifica-
tions, but car is original New Zealand new,
with right hand drive. Finally, Paul Collins
is working on a 1912 Overland Raceabout.
He even went to Bendigo to procure some
important parts and information.

We extend greetings to new members,
Colin Buckwell and David Atchinson.

We have our first Open Day coming
up on 7 March to create more interest
and give publicity to club activities. This
will coincide with our first working bee for

2004.

Otago Arthur Bennett

With a lot of motoring available lately
there has been no excuse for Otago
members to keep their horsepower in the
garage.

The Jackson Peninsula Rally, our
opening run for the year attracted 30
eligible vehicles plus three motor bikes.
The oldest vehicle was Colin and Joan
Pearces’s 1912 Sunbeam roadster which
they motor quite extensively. There were
three cars tied for first place, on a split
decision, Reg and Fred Almond, 1937
Morris 8 Sports, were declared winners of
the Jackson Memorial Trophy.

The 50th Annual Brighton Run
combined with the National Veteran Rally

idle

attracted 102 vehicles including “the man
in the moon” from Auckland. The rally
provided a great sight for memories at all
gathering points and the official video is
well worth the purchase price for sights
that will probably never be seen again in
one’s lifetime. A large number of cars left
on the following Monday to participate in
the Prince Henry Tour of Central Otago.

The Vintage Venture up to Naseby had
a line up of 16 eligible vehicles. At points
along the way the passenger was handed
a playing card to find who was holding
the best hand when the run finished at
the Dansey’s Pass Hotel on the Sunday
lunchtime. Seven cars in the Vintage Class
were in for the trophy.

Vintage

1 Gary and Leonie Young Model T.

2 Travis and Margaret Michele Model A

Non Vintage

Keith and Carol MacMillan 1938 Ford Sedan
2 Ralph and Ngaire Harrison ~ Austin A35

A Natter and Noggin Friday night
visitor to the club was Alison Moores
who had driven down from Havelock in
her magnificent 1935 Lagonda to partici-
pate in the Three Mile Hill Climb on
the outskirts of Dunedin which was held
on Saturday. Another event the same
weekend was the Sunday street racing in
the Southern Festival of Speed.

Motorcycles: Four branch members
went to the NZ Ariel owners register meet
at Kaikoura. Bill Veitch 1954 MN 350cc,
Bruce Murray KH 500cc twin. They rode
both ways that is Dunedin-Kaikoura
return. Hec Browett took his 1961 two
stroke Ariel Arrow and Brian Walker his
1928 Model B 550 Ariel, the oldest bike
that attended.

Further to entrants in the 50th Brighton
Rally Gordon and Janice Jenks took part
in their 1913 Mclntyre which branch
members had taken intense interest in.
Well done Gordon. 1 was surprised how
many vehicles were the only ones left in

the world.

Rotorua Doug Green
With another year gone and Christmas
over it is time to get back into some good
rallies. Our Sulphur City Rally was a great
success with 38 entrants and 108 miles
of beautiful farming countryside. The
gymkhana was held at Malcom Foster’s
farm where we went through several events
and then finished the run. A wonderful
barbecue meal finished the rally in style.
Seven cars from Rotorua went to
Katikati Saphire Spring Park for the Bay
of Plenty Anniversary Rally. As usual Bay
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of Plenty organised a very good rally with a
great meal to finish off.

Clubnight in February we hosted the
Ford Model T Club’s National Rally as
they visited a couple of tourist spots in
town and went out to Galatea to look
over club member Alf Steiner’s tractor
collection. The T Club then came to our
rooms for a barbecue dinner. Members
of the T Club gave us very interesting
talks on their cars and the trips they had
been on over this rally. We also had a
Canadian visitor who is a car enthusiast
with Cadillacs, Auburn, Chevrolet, Fords
etc and he talked about car museums he
has seen when on business trips through
the USA and Canada.

We were sad to lose one of our founding
members, Sydney Halliday. In 1969 Syd
and Roy Fleet started the Rotorua Branch.
He will be deeply missed.

South Otago Bill Cross

A chapter of the Blue Smoke brigade
is now firmly established in South Otago.
The new enthusiasm has not been seen
since the inception of the P60 class. On
Saturday 24 January, fifteen mopeds of
various makes and models were seen at Kaka
Point with a support crew of wives following
in motor cars which it was rumoured were
supplying with afternoon teas.

Alison and Wally Ollerenshaw (1952
MGTD) attended the Southland rally,
finishing at the 100 Years of the Tractor
at Gore. Four of the branch Blue Smoke
brigade, lan McDonald, Graeme Jarvie,
Allan Budge, Neville King also took part
in the parade at Gore.

A good turnout of 15 vehicles were at
the Milton A & P Show in December,
and the interesting line up of South Otago
vehicles were Noel Willetts 1928 Ford A,
Barry Delany 1930 Ford A, Graeme Jarvie
1937 Pontiac, Neville King 1954 Citroen,
[an McDonald 1955 Zephyr, Len Bennett
1956 Vauxhall, Peter Greenfield 1956
Vauxhall, Mel Tapp 1958 Vauxhall, Robert
Andrews 1962 Morris, Stuart Milne 1965
Wolsely, Peter Umfreville 1966 Vauxhall,
Ross Pringle Daimler V8, Ian Clark Rover,
Eleanor Clark Mini, and Eion Maguire.

Taranaki Colin Johnston

The New Year has been very busy for
club members with plenty of rallies and
outings being organised to give members a
great choice of events to attend.

Our club committee has been actively
promoting the Vehicle Identity Card and
has had a club night to help members fill
in their forms and talk about any problems
they may have. The purpose was to get
as many of our club cars on the National
register as possible. It was noted that
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to attend the 2006 rally in Invercargill
and the 2005 motorcycle rally, identity
numbers would be compulsory.

Our Branch has helped host two
important car rallies this year. First was a
Veteran car rally that started at Hawera for
a journey around our beautiful Mountain
with an overnight stop at New Plymouth.
One of the organisers was Jim Watson
of New Plymouth and he said that the
entrants were overwhelmed with the
beautiful weather and Taranaki hospitality

There were a total of 27 Veteran
vehicles including Cadillacs from 1905,06
and 1907. Some of these cars we had not
seen in Taranaki before and they made a
truly fantastic sight as the owners drove
them over some of our best rally roads
including the mountain ranges and down
to the Tasman sea at various points along
the way. The views after emerging from
the bush were spectacular over North
Taranaki. The Highway 45 Cruisers Car
Club helped at Opunake and entrants were
able to see the Cape Egmont lighthouse.
Plenty of interesting sights were seen at
New Plymouth and the Rally stopped at
Johnston Collections, Waitara to view
the private museum and then took the
backcountry roads through to Stratford
and ended for an afternoon viewing of the
Tawhiti museum in Hawera.

The other was a Morris Car Club tour
that passed through Taranaki. There were
15 cars on this tour and our member Robert
Gudopp helped to organise different venues
for them to visit and enjoy.

Four Taranaki cars and crews attended
the Wanganui Branch Burma Rally.
Congratulations to Ron and Margaret
Ingram who came home with the Class 9
(P60V) Trophy.

The branch welcomes Doug and Laurie
Dawson as new members. We also welcome
Neville Andrews from New Plymouth who
has brought a 1928 Rolls Royce from the
Auckland area. The Rolls needed a few
minor repairs done which Neville was able
to complete, as he is a trained aircraft
engineer. He attended the Art Deco Rally
recently in Napier.

February was the month for the running
of the annual Waitara Mini Vin Tour
and this was the 31st time that the event
had been run. Although the weather was
terrible with very heavy rain showers
through most of the rally the 26 entrants
really enjoyed the day with easy written
instructions and silent checks placed at
various traditional places around the run.
Congratulations go to Ron and Margaret
Ingram who won the event this year in a
1968 Volkswagen with Harry and Pauline
Davy coming second and third place went

to Robin and Silva Voss.

It is good to report that the Simkins
1914 Rolls-Royce is now completed and
on the road after some years of restoration.
This is the second Rolls-Royce of theirs
and it is fantastic to see them on the roads
here in Taranaki.

Our annual Maunga-Moana Rally
is being organised this year in Hawera.
Entries are now open and this year it
will be the 39th event. Rally headquarters
and the start point will be at the Hawera
Bowling Club. Ian Bleakley is the rally
organiser for this year.

Taupo Jack Hindess

The Christmas New vyear period is
always a quiet time for Branch activities
and we do not have a January meeting.
The first club function for the year was
a February barbecue at the clubrooms
enjoyed by about 35 members.

On the garage scene I note that Ray
Harwood has acquired a Bradford van,
with restoration about to begin within a
few weeks. Rex Tindall is now well into
the bodywork restoration of his 1972 MG
B Roadster with a start made on some of
the mechanicals.

Norm Pointon is making good progress
on the full restoration of his 1935 Riley
Kestrel and Joe Ridley is approaching the
final stages of his Austin 7 Chummy, now
working on the hood irons. Rex Bond is
also in the finishing stages of his Austin
Healey, working on the the hood.

Bart Gillespie has nearly finished the
repaint and rechrome of his 1951 Mark V
Jaguar which has changed from original
black to a two-tone grey. Also ready for
the paint shop is Barry Williamson’s Light
15 Citroen which has been disassembled

for the painters.

Wairarapa Frances Elwin
At the end of my last report for Idle
Torque I congratulated Dick and Doreen
O’Brien for their very successful Concours
and Gymkhana day. I can now report
that the winners were our newest branch
members Graham and Merle Farley with
their Vauxhall (people’s choice). Jack
Hobson won the gymkhana section with his
Vauxhall. A great day for the Vauxhalls.

Next on our calendar was the Fun Run
in January organised by Tom and Jean
Mitchelmore. Tom’s comment was the
whole run was a fantastic success, with
twice the number of vehicles and members
turning out for the run to Dannevirke. A
great day was had by all, thanks Tom and
Jean and all who helped.

Noel Bassett, our Branch Chairman,
was not so lucky. Noel organised our
annual Coastal run on 8 February. Twelve
vehicles arrived at the start venue and



left in light rain. At Riversdale the rain
got heavier and members were confined
to their vehicles. Peter and Nola Groves
came to the rescue and invited everyone
back to their farm. A pleasant afternoon
was spent walking round the beautiful
gardens. Thank you Noel, but as they say
we needed the rain.

Three of our Branch Veteran owners
travelled over to Horowhenua on Saturday
31 January and Sunday 1 February to the
annual Triangle Veteran rally. Organised
this year by Peter and Shona Nightingale
of the Horowhenua Branch. A great turn
out of Veterans both motorcycles and cars.
The only disappointment of the whole day
was the rain — great roads and wonderful
hospitality. Everyone enjoyed themselves
even though wet. Prize-giving Veteran
style with a cuppa at the clubrooms ended
a great rally. Thank you Peter, Shona and
all your helpers.

Club nights are now back with the
February night being the first for this year
with Kevin Ball recalling his earlier years
of car ownership.

Our next rally will be our annual Rex
Porter Memorial Rally in March, numbers
this year will be swelled by the North
[sland Club Captain Tour entrants joining
us for the weekend.

Easter is looking to be busy as well this
year with members travelling to Wanganui
to join their celebrations and Greytown
celebrating their 150 years of settlement.

Safe and happy rallying from the
Wairarapa Branch.

Waitemata Keith Humphreys

There’s not a lot to report on over the
last two months as it the quietest time of
the year for Waitemata Branch members
who somewhat perversely seem to prefer
motoring when the elements are against
them. We do have members attending
the Delage Rally in the South Island and
member Peter Morelli organising the New
Zealand leg of the Rolls-Royce World Rally.

New Years Eve at “Castle Gairdner”
lived up to the usual expectations, an
excellent barbecue and sing along to the
twinkling keys of Keith Cutten, followed
by well over an hour of continuous fireworks
lit by the branch’s most senior pyromaniacs
and accompanied by loud and appropriate
music! All of which I was quite sure would
attract the attention of the Fire Brigade or
the Noise Control Officers.

However, as one of the most long-term
residents in the area, either John is well
known or has forwarned or paid off the
immediate neighbours. Or maybe they
realise they only have to survive one night
a year.
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South Otago Branch entrants on the Moped Run at Kaka Point, January 2004.

A bit of good work by Club Captain
Di Humphreys got us access to a strip of
road in the Albany Basin adjacent to the
sports stadium which has yet to be opened
up to public use. It consisted of a gently
curving stretch of road with a grass median
strip. It adapted to a sprint with the the
start and finish being virtually adjacent
to each other and simplifying timing and
marshalling.

After a relatively poor turnout at the
first club night of the year, I expected
the Albany event to be a fizzer. In fact an
excellent entry of 19 cars turned up with
quite a few more as spectators. It brought
home to me just how many specials we
have in our branch. Of all those present,
only Graham Banks’ Austin 7 Nippy and
John Hearne’s Riley Brooklands could be
considered totally original. At the end of
the day it proved to be a very close thing
with Steve Sharp’s Buckler 90 (45.16secs)
just pipping Ivan Cranch’s Lotus Mk
V1 (45.18secs) This time the Austin 7’s
outnumbered the Riley Nines nine to
three. It was generally felt to have been
an excellent day and another is planned in
the not too distant future.

Coming up we have a run to the Aka
Aka School for their annual “Country
Boys Toys” which has developed onto a
quite special event and then the annual
“Long Days Run” replacing Brian and Bess

Johnstone’s G.O.L.D.O.R. Run.

Waikato Cazna Payne

Ten Waikato Branch vehicles were
displayed at the 100 years of Motoring
event at Mt Maunganui in December.
Many of our members visited to enjoy the
display of 350 vehicles from veteran to
modern.

The New Year started out eventfully for
Waikato members with a New Years Day
run to the Maize Maze in Te Kauwhata. A
lovely drive along scenic back roads and a
really good turn out considering how many

people were still claiming to be recovering
from Christmas and New Years Eve over
indulgence. The whole maze was circus
themed with a quiz to complete on the
way. It was very, very hot and being a very
stubborn person, 1 had not purchased an
escape map out of the maze. After a lot of
going round and round in circles, we were
rescued by the Moller family (they had
wisely purchased a map), so we followed
them very closely to the end. I noticed
some people needed “fortifying” afterwards
and were seen recovering at the Rongopai
Winery nearby. An excellent and unusual
place to visit. The night horror Maize also
sounds an exciting alternative. A lovely
day and great start to 2004.

Close on the heels of this event was
the Blue Smoke and Pedals this time at a
new venue at Taupiri. This event has gone
from strength to strength, which this year
attracted about 62 scooters and mopeds, a
multitude of supporters and spectators and
a small swap meet to fossick for bargains.
The events on the day were diverse and
included balloon bursting with a javelin, a
timed run towing (empty) spirit bottles on
a tea tray, and a road section regularity test.
The highlight of the day was the teams
slalom relay race (lots of confusion and
hilarity), and of course the chocolate fish
awards. It was a pleasure to see so many
young people having a go. A very large
off-road grassed area where they could ride
around to their hearts content gave them
a wonderful opportunity. Some of the grins
on faces had to be seen to be believed.
Well done to Des Harvey and crew for
an excellent day. After riding home from
Taupiri to Te Awamutu though, I was quite
happy to put the moped away for a while.

Our February club run included a short
scenic tour, a visit to a rest home and
to a private car collection ending at the
Otorohanga Kiwi House. A turnout of
23 cars. A novelty competition involving
a “Grope Box” also went down well and
tested people’s knowledge of car parts.
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Marton Fire Brigade 125th celebration parade 1900 type hose reel Mangaweka 1940 Ford V8 Fire Engine

at rear.

March is a busy month with the Gentle
Annie Scooter Rally. The Branch is also
gearing up for Vintage Venture (7 March)
organised by Colin & Lorraine Patterson.

I hope you all got your entries in on
time. John and Shirley Foot and helpers
are busy planning the Waikato Branch
stand for the NZ National Motor Show at
Mystery Creek for 19 — 21 March. This is a
huge event and well worth a trip to see for
the trade stands, manufacturers and club
displays. It sounds like this year’s Waikato
VCC stand will be fabulous. If you are
around do make a point of dropping in and
saying hello.

Mooloo Meander on 3 April (a motor-
cycle rally) is a great social event as well
as an opportunity to explore the scenic
Waikato. On April 18 there is the British
and European Car Show and Swap meet at
Te Awamutu Racecourse (new venue).

Also advance notice of the Kairangi
Hill Climb in early May. Don’t forget
that you will need to have a VIC for your
vehicle and a Historic Racing Licence for
yourself if you intend competing.

We have had a great diversity of speakers
at our Club nights recently. A book dealer
talking about his experiences with motoring
and book trading, Chris Minee talking
about competing in the Targa Rally, and
author of “Captain Cook’s World” telling us
about Cook’s travels in NZ.

Our club magazine now has a Motoring
Mysteries page where we ask members to
help identify photographs of vehicles from
our archives. Our members have amazing
memories and have proven a mine of
information by supplying details about the
vehicles, their histories and in some cases
knowing where they are now.
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Welcome to new Waikato Branch
members; Andy Laurensen (1923
Studebaker), Tom Macfie (1923 Chevrolet
1 ton Truck), Barbara Brook (Joint
member), Chris and Helen Empson (1948
Rover 75), Peter and Christine Matheson
(1956 Vauxhall Velox and 1963 Morris
Minor), Lloyd and Jenny Bithell (1936
Austin), Marion Sell (Joint member),
and Arthur and Julia Muldoon. Bob and
Annette Townsend have also transferred
from Rotorua.

Looking forward to reporting more
on the above events in the next Beaded

Wheels.

Wanganui Fay Chamberlain

Happy New Year. It was, once again,
at the Abba Motor Camp, Taihape where
many members enjoyed the hospitality and
friendliness of that little community. New
Year’s Day with bonfire the preceeding
night and the usual generous prizes of the
local community after the rally made it a
great success. Thanks to those who did the
hard work once again.

The Veterans of our branch, namely
the Chamberlains, visited the Auckland
branch for their Veteran Coast to Coast
at New Year. Thank you Auckland for a
great day, and later we joined the Coast to
Coast Round the Mountain at Taranaki.
Joining 26 Veterans for the Horowhenua
Triangular Rally was pretty awesome too.

The annual Burma Rally was a little
down on numbers this time, maybe to
be expected with the 2004 Easter Rally
being hosted by Wanganui this time, but
it was the usual success with private roads
adding to the interest. The photograph
of the lunch stop says it all (see page 27).

The first time winners were Dave and Lyn
Austin of Wanganui.

The Marton Fire Brigade celebrated
their 125th anniversary with a parade
through the township. Wanganui branch
members were invited to participate and
were made very welcome.

At our February club night Terry Price,
local panelbeater and LTSA appointed
inspector of Vintage restoration work came
to give good advice to members which was
well received.

Good motoring until next time.

Wellington Elisabeth Smits-Brouwer

Since the official opening of the
clubrooms in November steady progress
has been made towards completing the
This
included the removal of the old ablution
block which increased the floor area of the
meeting room significantly. Part of this will
be used as a new display area for our 1926
Dennis fire engine and other motoring
items. The enlarged library will be next in
line for our working bees: sanding, sealing
and painting of the new walls.

The Biennial Motorcycle Rally was
held on Saturday, 24 January and took
the 36 participants over the Rimutaka
Hill Road to Featherston and back to
Upper Hutt’s Harcourt Park for lunch.
The afternoon run finished with a dinner
at the Jade Garden restaurant in Lower
Hutt. Several of the participants came
from far afield and had attended previous
Wellington motorcycle events. Richard
Davies was the overall winner of the rally,
which was organised by Basil Gowenlock
and Des Vinten.

For the January club night Basil Sharp
had organised one of his fun runs. It was
a real brain teaser where participants had
to hunt for clues through Petone and then
use selected key letters to determine the
name of an early New Zealand Governor-
General. Phil and Diane Janes were the
winners. Also, several club members have
been to the Wanganui Burma Rally and
the Sunbeam Club’s Lake Ferry run.

On 25 January the Annual Picnic and
cricket match between the Wellington
and Horowhenua Branches was held at
the Southward Museum grounds. It was a
great day with more than 35 cars and four
motorbikes from both branches attending.
The cricket had a similar result to last year
with Wellington bringing back the trophy.
Fiona Bixley had organised a range of
children’s activities.

This year’s Triangular Veteran Rally
on 1 February was organised by Peter and
Shona Nightingale of the Horowhenua
Branch with 18 entries. A successful event

refurbishment and extension.



went ahead despite the unseasonable wet
weather which did not deter any of the
hardy participants. It is Wellington’s turn
to organise this rally next year. Our Sunday
Run on the same day was a drive to Ohau
to see the Veterans.

The Club Captain’s Safari to Hawke’s
Bay was held on Waitangi Weekend.
Our Club Captain Robin Simpson had
organised this three-day rally, which is a
real highlight of our branch motoring year.
On the Friday the 20 cars took a quiet
back country route to Hastings through the
Wairarapa and southern Hawke’s Bay with
a lunch stop at Pongaroa. Apart from some
questions and a timed section to provide
a competitive element, it was a pleasant
scenic tour in typically fine weather on
roads that you would not normally use.
Saturday’s activities included an orchard
tour at Pernel Fruitworld followed by a
visit to the unique Millennium Museum
at Te Awanga (cameras and classic cars).
After lunch at the Clifton Cafe we called
in at an olive grove and the British Car
Museum with 270 vehicles. Then there
was a country tour via the Tukituki valley
and Havelock North. Hawke’s Bay Branch
hosted us at their clubrooms in the evening.
It was good to meet their members and
some money changed hands in the spares
department. Alan and Helen Pratt (Jaguar
Mk II) were announced the winners of
the rally. Everyone who took part in this
event really enjoyed the weekend. Some
returned to Hawke’s Bay two weeks later
for the Art Deco Rally.

Many activities are planned for
the coming months. These include a
Commercial Run and Gymkhana during
the Upper Hutt Carnival at Trentham and
a display of our vehicles at the Cable Car
Museum in Wellington, while we will be
the hosting a dinner for the North Island
Club Captain’s Tour on 11 March. The
National Executive Meeting will also be
held in Wellington on 13 March.

Wellsford Rita Jorgensen

Although there were no organised runs
for our branch during the Christmas and
New Year period it was great to see many
Vintage vehicles out on the main highway
during this time. Several one make car
clubs were out. Our first gathering for
2004 was at the Warkworth A & P Show
on 17 January which also celebrated
the 150th anniversary of the founding
of Warkworth township. There was a
grand display of Vintage vehicles. The
numbers were boosted by Hibiscus Coast
and the Chrysler Car Club. Among the
very diverse line up of makes and models,

Mr Pinder’s BSA Winged Wheel, Wilbur

Biennial Motorcycle Rally 29 January 2004

Brown’s Metz (trailered) and Neil Olliff’s
little Massey Harris Pony tractor. A display
of 15 stationary engines created a lot of
interest when fired up.

Lee Middleton kept us enthralled with
his story of adventure on the high seas at
our January club night. In his 40 ft sloop
which he built himself, he voyaged with
a companion up around the top of New
Zealand and right down the West Coast of
the North and South Islands. He encoun-
tered some very variable weather on the
way and visited many interesting harbours
and coves, as well as sailing deep into some
of the sounds in the far South. Moored in
one of these he withstood a terrible storm
of gale force winds, thunder and lightning
for hours and huge hailstones. Later he
sailed through Cook Strait and up the East
Coast back to Auckland.

Wilbur and Aileen Brown set a run
which started from Snells beach on Sunday
15 February. There was some straight line
navigation then out across State Highway

One. Through the back roads of the

idle

Kaipara Flats, Ahuroa area to Puhoi, with a

timed section and tulip diagrams finishing

at the Mahurangi Regional Reserve at

Sullivans Bay. The weather cleared for

a picnic lunch followed by a visit to the

workshop of new club member Dermot

Kelly to view his amazing display of glass

sculptures.

Our next outing will be our Gymkhana

at Stables Landing in mid-March. We hope

for more settled weather for this event.

Beaded Wheels 53



Rotorua Branch
1 April 1919 — 31 October 2003

Banks Peninsula Branch
10 September 1924 - 17 December 2003

The New Zealand Veteran and Vintage
movement lost a stalwart member following
the recent death of Allan Storer.

Allan was born in 1924 at his parent’s
home in Clare Road, St. Albans,
Christchurch, the only child of Jack and
Alice Storer he grew up in a motoring
household. Allan’s father was a pioneer
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Syd was born in Surrey, England, and
served in the Royal Navy during WW
II, amongst other adventures like taking
part in the Normandy landings. In 1949
Syd and his wife Betty moved from the
UK to New Zealand and after working
as a gas engineer he started teaching in
1957 at Rotorua High School, then opened
Waiariki Community College in 1977 with
a staff of 11.

He owned a variety of vehicles, starting
with a 1924 21/4 hp Royal Enfield two-
stroke motorcycle, bought in 1935 for five
shillings from the widow of the chap who
had been killed on it! This was followed by
a 50cc Wolf, then a 1929 500 BSA with
sidecar. His first car was a 1927 Singer 9,
followed by a Standard 10 then a 1931
Austin saloon. No car cost him more than
£7.10s! He bought Bessie, a 1930 Austin
7 in 1967 and joined the Bay of Plenty
Vintage and Veteran Car Club.

In February 1969 Syd co-founded the
Rotorua Sub-Branch of this club in associ-
ation with the late Roy Fleet. For the next

motorist and Christchurch manager for
Newman Bros Ltd where Allan’s deep
knowledge of Cadillac service cars and
other passenger vehicles was derived.
Allan completed his education at Papanui
Technical College and during 1940 he
was

apprenticed as a motor mechanic to
George Tench & Co of Tuam Street,
Christchurch. Following the completion
of his time Allan served with the engineers
in the New Zealand Army and he was
at officers training school at Trentham
when peace was restored in 1945. Allan
worked for Newman Bros as a mechanic
and relief driver before entering a business
partnership with Lyall Lester, the garage
known as Lester & Storer was located
in Harewood Road. Following the sale
of the business after Lyall’s death Allan
joined the assembly team at International
Harvester and then retired from there to
follow his true passion of restoring and
motoring old vehicles.

Allan had a deep and abiding interest in
early commercial vehicles and with his
life

long friend Lachie Griffen located a 1912
Albion truck at Governors Bay in 1956
and this special vehicle was the start
of Allan’s 45 year involvement in our
movement that encompassed locating,
restoring, motoring, researching, planning
and leading Club Captains tours, attending
various swap meets, committee duties and
most important of all helping to match
those elusive parts with vehicles under

obit

three years Roy was the first Chairman
and Syd the Secretary-Treasurer, until in
August 1972 Rotorua became a full Branch
of the VCCNZ.

In all Syd was Secretary-Treasurer of
our Branch for nine years, Treasurer for
six and Chairman for one, a total of 16
years on the committee. He then became
our Patron for four years, finally retiring
in 2002. Syd always had a great sense
of humour, and would have enjoyed the
irony of having been born on April Fool’s
Day, dying on Halloween and having his
funeral on Guy Fawkes’ Day.

This year Rotorua Branch celebrates its
35th Birthday. Its growth and survival are
due in no small part to his devoted work
and care over nearly all this time.

With Roy Fleet and many others
assisting, the construction of our modern
freehold clubrooms and a growing member-
ship pay living tribute to Syd’s efforts.

Ralph Riseley

Rotorua Branch

restoration.
There are many grateful VCC members
throughout New Zealand who were
assisted getting their vehicles on the road
via Allan’s phenomenal memory of where
parts were located and what exactly they
consisted of.
Allan restored and motored his 1912
Cadillac and 1930 Ford Model A pickup
on many rallies and tours in New Zealand,
Australia and South Africa. Always loathe
to raise the hood or change down a gear he
certainly lived for the open road.
Allan possessed a photographic memory
of motor vehicles, their mechanical parts,
where they were located no matter how
remote and his uncanny ability to match
part to current restoration will be sorely
missed. Allan enjoyed travel within New
Zealand and overseas. As Club Captain he
set in motion the popular informal tours
around New Zealand and he represented
the club at the FIVA meeting in Dublin
in 1978.
After a long and healthy life well lived
Allan died suddenly in Christchurch of a
heart attack and it is fitting that his last
rally in his trusty Veteran Cadillac was the
2003 AA Centenary. Allan and his father
Jack Storer had lived through and were
deeply involved in most of those 100 years
of motoring in New Zealand.
Allan will live on through his beloved
vehicles now distributed to friends. To his
cousin Don Bennetts, Judy and family we
extend our sincere condolences.

John Hastilow
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Vimtase Classic

1925 Davis on 600 x 20 whitewall tyres. Owner Rod Welch

Equip your vehicle from New Zealand’s largest range of
antique & classic tyres from

Veteram & Vimtase Cars Ltd
Est 1975
All correspondence to: PO Box 43009, Mangere.
Office & Showroom: 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland.

Phone 09 275 5316 ¢ Fax 09 275 6882 ¢ email: vet.vin@xtra.co.nz
website: www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

EARLY FORD PARTS 1909 - 1931

Veteran & Vintage stock an extensive range of new & used Model T and
A Ford parts along with general restoration supplies





