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Palmerston North

Phone 06 324-8707

These three photos were amongst a group of 17 
given to Glyn Clements of the Hawke’s Bay 
Branch.
They were taken in the Wanganui area and 
feature the name of O. Allen, motor engineer. 
Among the photos was a Rotary visitor’s card 
with the name Oswald Allen dated 27/01/31. The 
Crossley wrecker appears to be Mr Allen’s towing 
a circa 1929/30 Chrysler product. The second 
photo appears to be the same Chrysler and just 
visible on the rear of the tow wagon is part of the 
Allen name.
The third photo is of a late 1920s International 
with a pole jinker parked outside Mr Allen’s 
premises. Perhaps the jinker is his handiwork. 
Maybe some readers could enlighten us further. 
Glyn is interested in particular to know what ever 
happened to that wonderful Crossley.
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interest in this segment of our country’s history, 
and provide rallying points for the constantly 
increasing band of enthusiasts. It is to these 
people, who appreciate the fascination of age, 
the individuality and the functional elegance of 
vehicles from a bygone era, that this magazine 
is dedicated.

Beaded Wheels – It is a very apt and well-known 
title however readers may wonder at the origin 
of the name. By way of explanation beaded 
edge wheels use beaded edge tyres that are 
kept in place by reinforced rubber beads, which 
fit into the rolled edges of the wheel rim. This 
style of wheel was a distinctive feature of early 
motoring being used on early bicycles, many 
pre-1924 cars and most motorcycles until 1927. 
The VCCNZ adopted the title Beaded Wheels for 
their quarterly club magazine in March 1955 
which was the successor to the monthly Guff 
Sheet.

Copyright Information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided 
that reference is made to “Beaded Wheels, the 
magazine of The Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (Inc)” as the source.

Bob Bullock’s restoration of his 
Panhead Harley-Davidson makes 
great reading, page 28. 
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president’s message

Just as this magazine is the voice of the 
VCC, the branch newsletter is the voice 
of the branch. Each month newsletters 
from branches are forwarded to National 
Office and a copy of each is distributed to 
all the branches throughout New Zealand 
as well as the members of the Management 
Committee. As branches are unique in 
their own right, so are their newsletters 
– from the A4 cyclostyled ones to the 
issues that are produced on the latest 
computers – all record the day to day 
happenings of each branch and therefore 
the Club. Did you know that each one is 
available for you to peruse either at your 
branch clubrooms or via your Secretary 
at your branch meeting night? They are 
recommended reading. Handy hints on 
restorations, history of vehicles, people 
and the branches, write-ups of events (be 
they rallies, runs, swap meets or meetings) 
and (dare I say it!) delicious recipes are 
sometimes printed from successful pot-luck 
meals. In fact, there is something for us 
all. Most of the names of the newsletters 
are from obvious motoring themes and all 
of them represent hours of voluntary work 
given by members who spend time each 
month to collate and type up the copy 
received. It must be very rewarding for 
editors to read the finished product after 
putting so much time into its production 
but the common call is for more copy from 
members. How about helping them out 
by forwarding them something that has 
caught your eye that will be of interest to 
readers, or your vehicle’s history, a write up 
of a VCC event, or……? Of course Beaded 
Wheels too is always pleased to receive 
articles of interest so as the evenings draw 
in over the winter months, consider putting 
pen to paper and send in that article you 
have been meaning to record.

The Annual General Meeting “season” 
will be upon us as this copy of Beaded 
Wheels reaches you. Please consider 
putting your name forward to hold office 
within your branch. Often branches find 
themselves in the difficult position of not 
having their officers’ positions filled. This 
means that others who have volunteered 
to serve their branch in this way have 
additional tasks added to their allotted 
responsibilities. Of course not all of us 
are able to serve in this capacity but there 
are numerous ways where our talents can 

be used to help out. One practical way 
is offering to marshal on rallies that you 
are unable to enter. This is a great way 
of getting to know your fellow members 
with the added bonus of seeing most of the 
vehicles in the rally. 

In the last issue of Beaded Wheels Diane 
Ross, Club Captain Southern Region, 
wrote to the Mailbag about helping rally 
organisers by sending your entry form in 
by the due date. This seemingly small 
consideration has obvious advantages to 
the organiser with consequent benefits to 
all entrants and is yet another way to assist 
your branch.

Supporting events organised by your 
branch committee is an important aspect 
of branch life. Although members of your 
branch committee are trying their best to 
organise events that appeal, they should 
also be open to suggestions and comments 
from their members if this is necessary. 
Your branch Annual General Meeting is 
an ideal time to air your feelings, where 
positive constructive discussion can be 
held in an open forum with important 
feedback given to those who have the 
branch welfare at heart. 

Taranaki Branch is hosting our Club’s 
Annual General Meeting on 13 August. 
Remember, it is your right as a member 
to come along to take part in the discus-
sions and decisions made on the Club’s 
direction. If you are unable to attend, 
give your branch delegate any comments 
(be they good or otherwise), suggestions 
or concerns you may have. It is one of 
their responsibilities to represent you and 
to take your feelings along not only to 
this meeting, but also to the Executive 
Meetings held throughout the year.

Leigh Craythorne

Footnote: “A volunteer is unpaid, not 
because they are worthless, but because they 
are priceless.”
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vintage 
viewpoint

While Beaded Wheels is the magazine of 
the Vintage Car Club it also serves other 
purposes. Club magazines, in concert with 
the local branch newsletter, are often the 
glue that binds the club together. There is 
any number of reasons that members are 
unable to take part in club activities from 
time to time, yet by reading Beaded Wheels 
they keep up to date with happenings in 
the club, and their branch, and so can still 
remain very much a part of the club.

Our brief, I suppose, is to inform, amuse 
and record and in doing all this, to remain 
accurate, not always an easy task, but your 
Beaded Wheels committee strives to ensure 
these objects are met.

One who helps us unfailingly in this 
task is Grant Hitchings with his The Way 
We Were column each issue. Grant is 
invariably accurate, recording the history 
while we are able to, often with recollec-
tions from those whose age means that 
they have limited time available to tell all 
about the full lives they have lived thus 
far. And, of course, Grant provides us with 
a good read in the execution of it all. Issue 
after issue Grant comes up with interesting 
copy for us all to enjoy – and that’s no easy 
task. So thanks Grant, for your efforts and 
we look forward to many future issues with 
your contribution to record, inform and 
amuse us!

Over the years the Beaded Wheels has 
grown from the small newsletter, The Guff 
Sheet, to the quality publication we have 
become used to over the last decade. Long 
may it continue and while we have people 
prepared to put time aside, like the Grant 
Hitchings of this world, then I am sure it 
will remain a good read.

Kevin Clarkson
Chairman, Beaded Wheels
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JUNE
 3-5 Waikato Double Fifty Rally
 3-5 Wanganui Annual Queen’s 

Birthday Rally
 3-5 Central Otago Barman’s Rally
 4 Sth Canterbury All British Day
 11 Canterbury Restoration of the Year 

Rally
 11 Nelson Follow the Railway 

Historic Tour
 17 Manawatu Brass Monkey Rally
 17 Northland Brass Monkey Night 

Trial
 18 Wellsford Coast to Coast Run
 18 Sth Canterbury End of Season Run
 23-25 Gore 40th Anniversary 

Celebrations 

 24-25 West Coast Mid Winter Run
 24 Far North Molloy Trophy Rally
 25 Wellington Colonial Cup Rally
JULY
 5-6 Wellsford Winter Woollies
 9 Rotorua Central North Island 

Swap Meet
 16 Banks Peninsula Balcairn Trial
 16 Nelson Snow Run
 29 Waitemata R’oil Can Rally
AUGUST
 11-13 National VCCNZ AGM-Taranaki
 13 Auckland PV/PW/P60V Rally
 21 North Shore Combined Rally
 21 Wellsford Combined Rally

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers 
to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC Events For inclusion in our next issue, fax details 
of Club Events to 03 332 3827 by 10 July, 
2006 or email us at beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nz

national office news

John L Goddard Trophy
Nominations are sought for this prestig-

ious VCC trophy. Please refer to the 
advertisement below. Do you know anyone 
whom you would like to nominate?

Membership Cards
Membership Cards have now been 

forwarded to all members who have 
paid their subscriptions. If you have not 
received your membership card, please 
contact your Branch Secretary in the first 
instance and they will notify the National 
Office.

Executive Meetings and 
Management Meetings

All Branch Secretaries are forwarded 
copies of the Minutes from both Executive 
and Management Committee Meetings.  
Should you wish to read any of these, 
please contact your Secretaries.

Club Website
Don’t forget we have a website.  

www.vcc.org.nz  A forum was set up in 
2005 and can be accessed via our Website.

FIVA Vehicle Identity Card
If you are requiring a FIVA ID Card for 

one of their events, please allow at least 
10 weeks for processing. There are charges 
involved. Please contact the National 
Office if you require further information.

VCC Speed Events
Don’t forget that it is compulsory if you 

are entering any VCC speed event to hold 
a current financial membership, a valid ID 
Card for the vehicle you are using and a 
valid VCC Historic Racing Licence. f o r 

a c h i e v e m e n t
The John L Goddard 

Trophy
Members of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand are invited to nominate a 
recipient for this annual award, any member they feel who has made some 
significant achievement. It may be a particularly significant restoration, a 
memorable motoring journey or an important historical article or series of 
articles published in Beaded Wheels; or some special service to the Club.

Nominations for the Award should be forwarded to:

John L Goddard Award
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc)
PO Box 2546, Christchurch

Nominations close 30 June 2006

…in the middle of the Hakataramea Pass when your fuel pump gives up?

You remove the bonnet and use a tie-down from running board to running board 
to secure your spare fuel container to the scuttle and run a gravity feed to the carby!

Worked a treat.

What do you do…

Glyn Clements working a little kiwi magic on his return home from the Vero rally

Don’t forget to notify National Office if you 
have changed your address or sold/purchased 

any vehicles. 
Advertising for the August/September issue of 

Beaded Wheels
closes 10 July 2006. 
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Dear Sir
I’ve just picked up your Dec 2004/Jan 

2005 issue about the Railton. It interested 
me because it’s the first time I have seen 
anything written about it.

When I was about 10-11 years old 
(1953/54) a friend and I found, in the the 
local junk yard in Gisborne, a Railton. 
By today’s standards it would have been 
very salvageable. I remember the fact 
that it had big chrome headlights, was 
all black and had this Hudson straight 8 
engine in it. The hood was still intact but 
the leather upholstery weather damaged. 
What a shame I thought, even then. The 
Hudson label must have still been on it 
otherwise how would I have known? I 
understand the proper name was a ‘Napier 
Railton Special’. I remember it well and 
would even at that age and in those days 
dream about how I could resuscitate that 
car, I was so impressed by it.

You can imagine how excited I was 
when I saw the cover in the library about 
one. Thanks for that. I shall pay more 
attention to your mag in future.

Keep up the good work. 
Ian Scott.

PS. I think Gisborne was home to a lot 
of quite exotic machinery in those days 
because it was a wealthy farming town. My 
father had a Mk VII and there were Alvis, 
Studebaker, Hudson, Chevrolet and Ford 
Jowett Javelin etc.

Dear Sir
Re: starting from scratch
Gordon McPherson (BW278 mailbag) 

raises some hoary issues regarding our 
hobby, to which I feel compelled to reply.

As a Ford collector and restorer myself 
it appears strange he had difficulty finding 
parts. From my observations there are two 
distinct types of Vintage restorers, collec-
tors and dealers.

A collector may have one or a number 
of vehicles; he or she does not often sell a 
vehicle, and usually has other substantial 
assets or business to support their hobby. 
These people usually have extensive 
networks within the Vintage community 
with fellow like-minded enthusiasts, 
whereby a good number of better quality 
parts are privately traded. In many cases, 
parts for intended restoration were acquired 
some years ago.

A dealer acquires a vehicle, rebuilds it 
and promptly on-sells it, frequently for cash 
reasons. We have all given such people 

mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

good parts to see the vehicle sold shortly 
afterward to our annoyance, particularly if 
we could have used given parts for a later 
unforeseen project. Doubtless such people 
deserve short shrift. 

The swapmeet scene has changed 
dramatically over the last 10 years or so, 
with these venues now becoming garage/
household sale lots in many cases. Whilst 
disappointing to the enthusiast, they 
remain huge moneyspinners for the VCC 
branches involved. However they still serve 
as venues where like-minded enthusiasts 
can still meet and network.

Regarding his call for government 
intervention in our hobby, those of us in 
business are well aware of the high cost 
of well-intentioned misguided meddling 
and heavy handedness coming from the 
likes of ACC, OSH, the RMA etc. This 
country is over regulated as it is and we do 
not need it for our hobby.

Embargos on parts, cars etc, with some 
exceptions of particular historic signifi-
cance, are usually counter-productive, 
inviting reciprocal arrangements from 
other countries to effectively stifle the 
trade for good. Like many other enthusiasts 
I have travelled overseas in search of parts 
for my vehicles, almost always successfully. 
It is a most enjoyable experience, to be 
recommended.

I am sure such restrictions have no 
appeal to the vast majority of freedom 
loving Vintage people.

Peter Cooke

Dear Sir
My wife and I, and another couple from 

the Dodge Brothers Club participated in 
the 2006 Vero Rally. We were guests of 
NZVCC Hamilton member, Alan Sharp. 
Alan drove each of three cars from the 
North Island to Christchurch for our use. 
Those cars, a 1928 DB Touring, 1930 
DB8 Cabriolet and a 1930 De Soto 8 
Sedan took us on an over 2,000 mile 
wonderful adventure. The scenery, warmth 
of kiwi people and Vero meet planning 
and execution was outstanding. We were 
especially pleased to see so many humble 
through great and valuable cars driven as 
originally intended by their builders. It 
was also nice to see many Dodge Brothers 
cars and to meet their owners, many who 
are members of our International Club. 
We hope to bring a group of our members 
to the next Rally. We are in our late 
seventies, so no delay please.

Our thanks to you, the meet organisa-
tion and all of the fine people that gave 
us a very major high in excitement and 
enjoyment.

Alan Sharp is coming to the USA 
in 2007 and will drive one of our Dodge 
Brothers cars from Central Oregon to 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada. We plan to 
do it New Zealand style – fast and fun.

Gerry England
Oregon, USA

Dear Sir,
A friend of mine who is a Vintage 

car enthusiast in Australia wishes to seek 
out parts for his 1913 Detroiter. He is 
aware of a gent, Warren Thompson who 
25 years ago used to live at 831 Ferry Road, 
Christchurch. Warren was also an enthu-
siast in Detroiters, and had lots of spare 
parts at the time.

Warren was also a keen man on early 
T-Fords 1910-1912.

If any one knows of Warren Thompson, 
or indeed has knowledge of any parts for 
the Detroiter that may be available, would 
you please contact me.

Brian Wilcox (Mem)
765 River Road
Hamilton
Phone 07 855 8063  Fax 07 855 8064

Dear Sir
This photo brings to mind petrol 

rationing during WWII. It shows the late 
Jim Anderson and his ‘Gas Producer’ 
fuelled vehicle (friend Jack Thompson 
seated).

I am sure readers would be interested 
in how the system worked. Hopefully this 
may prompt someone to write an article 
for Beaded Wheels on the wartime ‘Gas 
Producer’ fuelled by coke and water.

Jack Knight

Dear Sir
In Feb/March 2004, Beaded Wheels 

published my article regarding my grand-
parents taxi business in the Mangonui 
County.

I thought readers may be interested 
in this photo of my grandfather taking 
passengers from Awanui to Mangonui to 
catch the steamer to Auckland to serve 
in World War I. Awanui is a small suburb 
about four miles north of Kaitaia. For you 
southern people, Awanui is the start of 
SH1.

Peter West-Hill.
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Dear Sir
I own and am rebuilding, a 1935/36 

Triumph Gloria, six cylinder (1991cc 
Coventry Climax engine) chassis No G 
16/447 engine no JGS 1338.

This car was acquired via a Beaded 
Wheels advert from Colin Thorp in 
Auckland. Although the car was bodyless 
it had had a very modified body to suit 
its last use as a hill climb car/special. To 
this end it had a tubular framed body, 
cycle guards, an upright petrol tank, a 
Morris 10 radiator surround (with Triumph 
badge) and an alloy steering wheel, but 
retained all the Triumph running gear, 
wheels (17" wires) axles, brakes, steering, 
engine gearbox etc.

I am trying to find a history of this car 
which I hope will enable me, when it is 
completed, to register it for the road again.

I would like information about who 
converted it, what it was before, any regis-
tration number, where it was used, previous 
owner or photos.

I hope there is someone out there who 
can help me with this project.

Barry Wilson
Wanganui Branch

Dear Sir
The Packard Twin Six featured in 

Beaded Wheels No 279 was once in the 
Gisborne area. It was salvaged from there 
by Mr Peter Martin-Smith of Te Awamutu 
in the 1950s. The motor was at one time 
fitted to his 1931 Stutz which was given to 
the Southward Museum by Mrs Martin-
Smith sometime after Peter died.

Peter Martin-Smith worked for Rolls-
Royce pre-WWI and also for the Stutz 
Motor Company sometime after that. 
His Stutz in the Southward Museum has 
a body built by Peter during 1950/60s 
using SS Jaguar mudguards as a pattern 
for moulded fibreglass guards, the cowl 
has been widened eight inches and the 
Stutz was fitted with the Packard Twin 
Six engine of the Cloudsley car, later to be 
refitted with its original engine.

One time he made a motorised lawn 
mower, engine included. On being told 
he had not made the spark plug, Peter set 
about and did so. I visited Peter Martin-
Smith with my father during 1950s/60s.

My father had the Stutz limousine that 
became the Le Mans replica built by Alan 
Bramwell. I also recall Dad telling me of 
Holme Kidson wrecking his Mercedes on 
State Highway One bridge at Taupiri while 
attempting an Auckland – Wellington run 
in 1934.

Barrie Grant.

Dear Sir
I would like to comment on and support 

the views and dilemmas that Peter Croft 
expressed in Issue 279 and earlier. I too 
was faced with a similar decision regarding 
restoring my 1948 R.M.B. Riley.

This particular car had in its early 
life been owned by Arthur Kennard who 
modified it a little and raced and rallied 
it during the late 40s, and then by Alan 
Stuart in the early 50s. The modifica-
tions were mainly exterior with the fitting 
of extra grilles (Humber Snipe) in the 
mudguards with ram boxes to improve front 
brake efficiency. The torpedo mudguard 
lights were replaced with side mirrors, and 
Morris Minor tail/blinker lights fitted. I 
knew this car well as I had competed 
against it at Canterbury Car Club and the 
Motor Racing Club events. First with an 
Austin Seven Special and then my own 
1952 RMB Riley.

I made the decision to retain these 
modifications as they were part of the 
history of this car and they made it 
instantly recognisable as the car that it 
once was, and retained it in the form that 
everybody remembered it.

Now fully restored and attending rallies 
it is amazing how many people have come 
up to me and commented in two different 
ways. A few criticise and question the 
modifications, usually ignorant of its 
history, but by far the biggest reaction is “I 
remember this car, it was the Kennard or 
Stuart Riley wasn’t it?” or “I remember this 
car from Wigram.” I am glad I made this 
decision because I not only have saved and 
restored the car from a wreck to its former 
glory, but have retained its individual 
history. In my opinion this is not hot 
rodding, but restoring motoring history.

I also agree with Peter that something 
needs to be done about eligibility and the 
classification of vehicles. After over 40 
years in this club, I understand that some 
tolerance needs to be given particularly 
when parts are difficult or impossible to 
locate. When restoring my 1909 Riley I 
just had to have some major parts manufac-
tured in order to get it on the road. But 
in each case they were made as near as 
possible to the original, not substituted 
with a complete modern component like a 
gearbox, differential or even an engine.

I totally agree with Peter’s comments 
about the present status of the club and its 
need to be re-organized. Why are Veteran 
and Vintage cars being left in the garages, 
ask an owner and he will tell you. Why 
are rallies now dominated by late model 
cars, complete with irridescent paint jobs, 
modern motors and comforts that would 
win a prize at any hot rod show? There was 
even a Ford Zephyr with imitation bullet 

holes etc complete with its VIC at a recent 
branch rally, what next?

One only has to look up motoring.xtra.
co.nz/clubs.html on the net to see that 
there are all sorts of one-make and special 
interest clubs that could take care of all 
these vehicles and let us concentrate on 
the vehicles the club was formed for.

Ivan D Taylor

mailbag

Flathead & Customline
Specialist
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Phone: 07 549 4211

Fax 07 549 2000
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Ford V8 Parts & Accessories.
Hours 9-5 Weekdays 
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ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS,
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

RESTORED CARS
Magazine  Australia

Was first published in 1973. 
All back issues are available.
All vehicles featured are restored 
or in original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian motoring 
History are a specialty.

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $67.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)
Aust $131.00 Air Mail

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 AUSTRALIA
Ph 61 3 5476 2212  Fax 61 3 5476 2592
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 FIVE DAY DELIVERY
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PISTON RINGS
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CUSTOM BUILT PISTON RINGS

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston 
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P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland
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THE WAY WE WERE
As compiled by Grant Hitchings  Photos Betty Wallace

Grant Hitchings with more background stories he uncovered during the 
Vero VCC Diamond Jubilee earlier this year including information on the 

Bill Richardson Truck Museum. 
The late Bill Richardson was the VCCNZ 1997 Goddard Trophy winner.

I thoroughly enjoyed the evening enter-
tainment laid on by the organisers of 
the Vero Rally. It was all to a very high 

standard, perhaps the highlight being the 
Scottish Night. Also popular, based on 
comments from participants, were the visits 
to the Bill Richardson Truck Museum. 

I gave a history of this establishment 
and its founder in Beaded Wheels issue 
260. Briefly, it was the brainchild of the 
late Mr Bill Richardson, the owner of a 
large transport and ready-mix concrete 
firm based in Invercargill. It consists of 
some 180 trucks of all ages, all but a 
very few restored to pristine condition 
and all housed in very large and clean 
warehouse type buildings. Sadly its owner 
and manager passed away on 27 March 
2005. 

There were two beautifully restored 
trucks on display in the rally main events 
centre, and at the entrance to Rally HQ 
was a very original 1911 Koehler truck. All 
three vehicles kindly loaned by the Bill 
Richardson Truck Museum. 

I was interested in what changes (if 
any) have occurred since the founder’s 
death and also the future outlook for the 
museum. Managing to extract its custodian 
from his very busy schedule of organising 
tours over the establishment, I came up 
with some relevant information and also a 
little about the Koehler truck.

The 1911 Koehler Truck 
In May of 2003, Bill Richardson and his 

wife were in the USA and visited a collec-
tion of trucks at Cressona in Pennsylvania. 
Bill expressed an interest in the possi-
bility of purchasing some of them should 
the opportunity arise at some time. In 
February 2005 Bill received a phone call 
with the offer of six trucks that were for 
sale, one of which was the Koehler. It was 
with a touch of irony that the last phone 
call Bill made on 26 March 2005 was 
to America discussing the price of these 
trucks. Sadly, Bill left home a few minutes 
after that call, never to return. Later, and 
after much discussion, the family agreed 
that the purchase would go ahead and 
on arrival in New Zealand it was decided 
that the Koehler would be left un-restored. 
Its bodywork is timber built to the style 
of a dray or wagon and it is powered by 
a horizontally opposed, twin-cylinder 4 
stroke engine. This drives through a clutch 
to a planetary-drive transmission incor-
porating a differential and then via twin 
chains to the rear wheels. I was surprised 
to learn that some parts of the body work 
have been changed but with photographs 
as reference, Ian said that the vehicle will 
be returned to as near original as possible. 

I noticed that with the numbers visiting 
the museum, Ian had enlisted his wife 
Shona as an extra tour guide. They were 
both on duty for the duration of the Rally 
and were both very helpful and informa-
tive. I am sure that those visiting the truck 
collection would join me in thanking 
them for their efforts and wish them well 
for the future.

The World’s Fastest Indian
After seeing the film and reading 

George Begg’s book on Burt Munro, 
the display of memorabilia at Rally HQ 
attracted my attention and after a spot of 

The Truck Museum 
When I first visited in July 2000, resto-

ration of its vehicles was the responsibility 
of Ian Ridd. The Vero Rally newspaper, 
appropriately named The Oily Rag, gave 
details of Ian’s history and I include a 
summary. 

Ian joined the VCC in 1971 owning a 
1929 Rugby which he still has, along with 
other various cars and motorcycles. He 
has always been active in the Southland 
Branch and was a keen promoter of the 
Vero Rally from its inception. For 19 years 
Ian worked at Parts World in Invercargill 
and so was involved in automotive work 
before the opportunity arose to become the 
chief restorer of Bill Richardson’s private 
truck collection. The collection was Bill’s 
pride and joy and although it has enlarged 
considerably over time, it has always been 
a hobby rather than a commercial venture. 
However what was Ian’s hobby has now 
become a very enjoyable job working on 
the collection for over six years and during 
that time restoring 14 vehicles. With the 
death of its founder, the collection has 
now been set up as a family trust museum 
for private showing with Ian the appointed 
manager. 

The Trust is still keen to further 
develop the collection and is continuing 
to buy vehicles, and while still wanting 
to get involved in restoration work, time 
constraints mean that Ian now has to get 
more assistance with restoration. 

Ian explained that the main object 
was to return the trucks to authenticity, 
restore them and to get them running. 
Obviously economics dictate how well the 
mechanicals are rebuilt but all vehicles 
at completion must be “runners”. The 
museum is always on the lookout for trucks 
and is grateful to those who have offered or 
donated exhibits to add to the collection.

Top of page: Grant 
checks out the 
view from the 1911 
Koehler Truck, a 
new addition to 
the display at the 
Bill Richardson 
Truck Museum, 
Invercargill.
Left: Ian Ridd, 
Manager of the Bill 
Richardson Truck 
Museum
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sleuthing I was able to contact the person 
responsible for much of the motorcycle 
production for the film.

Noel Atley, who joined the Club in 
1980, has established an engineering 
fabrication business in Invercargill under 
the name Turn Tru Engineering and like 
many VCC members has an interest in all 
aspects of motor sport. I was pleased to find 
that he was quite prepared to talk to me 
about his role in the filming of The World’s 
Fastest Indian. However the day I visited he 
was in the midst of healing some very sick 
geriatric vehicles and our conversation had 
to be brief, although it did cover most of 
that part of the subject that interested me. 
Noel has an assistant, Phil Sullivan, who 
did some of the machining for Munro and 
remembers him well.

There were a few things Noel pointed 
out which influenced the decision-making 
process. There was a window of only three 
weeks that the Bonneville Salt Flats would 
be available for film-making before the 
weather deteriorated causing their closure. 
The cost of a day’s filming was high so it 
was imperative that delays for any reason 
were to be avoided which meant duplicated 
back-up vehicles were to be on hand ready 
to use at all times. In fact during filming 
the film crew had one ’53 Chevrolet car 
in use as Burt’s tow car and two other 
identical vehicles in reserve. The shoots 
with Burt and his motorcycle occurred 
in the USA and New Zealand (mainly 
on the beach) and at the outset Roger 
Donaldson insisted that, where seen, all 
the motorcycles and shells were to be exact 
copies of the original, true to shape and 
size. Anthony Hopkins is of a larger girth 
than Burt Munro and would be unable 
to fit inside the streamlined shell but this 
problem was solved by the making of a 
dummy motorcycle using just a steel frame 
with wheels which when shrouded with 

the shell gave adequate space for Hopkins 
to fit.

Noel was first approached by the 
producer, Roger Donaldson, in July 
2004 and asked to manufacture the two 
machines for use in the filming on the 
salt flats at Bonneville. A Christchurch 
engineer, Wayne Alexander was also asked 
to assist by manufacturing two replica 
motorcycles for filming in New Zealand 
and three streamlined body shells. Burt’s 
bike and shell had been left in America 
and it was intended to bring these back to 
New Zealand temporarily to make patterns 
and get sizes of parts. For some reason 
this did not happen and Noel and Wayne 
were only supplied with a folder of ten 
original photographs with which to start 
the project. Noel was given a time span 
of two months to build his bikes, road test 
them and be at Bonneville with them and 
the shells ready for filming. Research into 
old motorcycle magazines and other records 
yielded enough information to start the 
project. As Noel’s machines were covered 
by the shell they were not required to be 
exact copies mechanically but definitely to 
be goers.

Finding a suitable engine for the two 
machines was in itself a complicated 
exercise. For authenticity the chest height 
of the rider was to be limited to 19 inches 
from the ground (try measuring this) and 
due to the confining limits of the shell 
the engine crankcase width was also very 
restricted. Noel and colleagues surveyed 
over 100 motorcycles before finding two 
suitable low-mileage machines in Dunedin. 
These were Italian-made Cagiva Elefant 
offroad trail bikes, of the sort used in the 
Paris to Dakar Rally and were equipped with 
Ducati Pantah 750cc vee twin motors. As 
well as fitting the minimum height require-
ment they also had compact, downfacing 
carburettors sealed against the ingress of 
sand, an added advantage in prohibiting 

the entry of salt on the flats. The machines 
made with the Ducati motors fitted the 
shells which had false exhausts added to 
make the appearance look authentic. The 
dummy machine for Hopkin’s use was also 
built in Noel’s workshop.

The project was completed on time and 
Noel and his machines with the three body 
shells headed for Bonneville. He said that 
his involvement with the filming did not 
end with the bikes as he became involved 
with the manufacture of other props too, 
including the pie-cart featured in the film. 
Altogether he was to spend about nine 
months assisting in the production of The 
World’s Fastest Indian both in America and 
in New Zealand.

The engines used in the two replica 
motorcycles made by Wayne Alexander’s 
team were genuine Indians sourced from 
around the country and prepared by Perry 
Moore who developed them much as Burt 
Munro had done.

For those interested in the fate of the 
machines, one replica and one Ducati from 
Bonneville and the dummy, together with 
two body shells, have become the property 
of the Invercargill City Council as memora-
bilia. The other Ducati and shell is now 
in the possession of the Hayes family of 
Invercargill and the other replica remains 
the property of the film’s producer for 
promotional work. Norman Hayes’ father 
was a very close friend of Burt Munro.

In conclusion I must admit that it seems 
strange to me that a film producer can 
insist on absolute authenticity and correct-
ness for his film set properties and then 
have no hesitation in changing the true 
storyline and factual events to suit his 
film’s production but then, what do I 
know? BW

Below: The World’s Fastest Indian display at 
rally headquarters.
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and gradually acquired a new 
battery, new exhaust system 
and two new tyres courtesy of 
various “hirers”. Our beer fund 
also flourished. Then came its 
greatest adventure. A three-
month trip to the Continent. 
A couple of our mates “hired” 
it and attempted to go to 
Turkey. At the border they 
were informed their insurance 
was not valid for Turkey. On 
trying to purchase insurance 
they were told it was only 
available for Turkish regis-
tered vehicles. Undeterred, 
they somehow managed to 
re-register the Husky with 
Turkish plates and obtain the 
necessary insurance. Thus 
when the Husky was returned 
to us, it was proudly displaying 
number plates printed in 
Arabic. Our “hirers” departed 
with the casual comment that 
the original plates were under 
the seat “but no one’s stopped 
us on those ones”. They were 
indeed right! We found we 
could park with impunity 
anywhere, as the bobbies 
couldn’t even write the Arabic 
symbols, much less trace the 
ownership. Gone were the days 
of road tax discs and MOT 
tests. Standard procedure if 
approached by the authorities 
when anywhere near the car, 
was to deny all knowledge of 
the vehicle and continue to 
walk casually on. However if 
caught red handed we would 

hold an animated conversation amongst 
ourselves by linking together all the Maori 
place names we knew. The hardest part 
was keeping a straight face while seriously 
informing the policeman “wamakariri-
pohutakawa-te wai poumamu”. These 
encounters usually concluded with us 
receiving a piece of paper that we were 
supposed to go away and get interpreted. 
As it was written in English we knew very 
well what it said and the opening lines 
are still indelibly etched on my memory. 
There was a Union Jack in the corner and 
the words” We realise you are a visitor to 
this country…” It would then go on to list 
what we had done wrong and ask for our 
co-operation with the traffic laws in the 
future. It closed with the wish that we had 
a happy stay in this country, which was 
completely at variance with the mumbled 
comments that usually accompanied its 
presentation. 

We collected a large number of these, 
usually placed under the wiper blades and 
were well on the way to completely re-
papering the loos in our flat with them. 
This ploy only failed us once. We were 

stopped by a bobby for doing a U turn in 
The Mall in total disregard of the signs 
strictly forbidding this. He listened stoically 
to our Maori place names act and said “pull 
the other one mate. I’m from Feilding.” 
National loyalty meant, of course, no 
further action was taken and after a discus-
sion about the All Blacks’ latest successes 
on tour, we went our respective ways.

The time marched on and after three 
years it was time to disband our happy 
flat. The Jaguar, Herald, Mini and Rover 
were dispatched for shipping back to New 
Zealand. 

Foiled in my plans to drive home 
overland, I looked for some other inter-
esting means of returning to New Zealand. 
A friend who was also thinking of returning 
suggested the Trans-Siberian Express, and 
inquiries showed that it was possible to get 
to Japan via Russia if we were prepared to 
spend two weeks on a train. A ship took us 
up through the Baltic to Leningrad where 
we were given a driver with a large black 
limousine for the day. The limo was a Zil 
V8 reputed to be good for 100 mph which 
our driver was very keen to demonstrate. 
A hair raising day’s ride over incredibly 
pot-holed roads had us bouncing uncon-
trollably around the back seat, while the 
interior light winked on and off as the 
door frames flexed. Eventually we slid to 
a halt outside our hotel closely followed by 
a breathless Moskvich in which the local 
traffic police had apparently been pursuing 
us for many miles. This time the law was 
not interested in me, but our driver had 
some explaining to do.

We eventually arrived in Japan where we 
had a wait of several weeks for a ship to take 
us to Sydney. One evening in the bar of our 
Tokyo hotel we got talking to a Canadian 
who was the Seagrams Gin agent for Japan. 
As he was returning to “head office” for 
a few days he offered us the use of his 
car. We figured that by morning he would 
have forgotten his offer, but as he passed 
through the dining room at breakfast time 
he dropped his car keys on our table with 
the advice to get the desk clerk to bring 
the car up from the basement garage and 
to avoid rush hour! The confidence of 
youth decreed that I could drive anything, 
anywhere, so by 10am we were ready to go. 
The car delivered to the door turned out 
to be a bright green Buick. The plus was 
that it was an automatic, the minus that it 
was left hand drive. We launched ourselves 
into the traffic flow and the small Japanese 
cars parted like a shoal of minnows at the 
approach of a whale. Japanese domestic cars 
of that era were mostly one-litre little tin 
boxes and they swarmed along five and six 
abreast on the wider arterial roads. When 
our Buick lurched into the stream, the 
number of cars that would fit side by side 
was reduced to three. The Japanese drivers 
all wore spotless white gloves and were 
scrupulously polite to this intruder in their 

Part Four  

The stray Hillman Husky was sort 
of bequeathed to us by some Kiwis 
dispersing to various parts of the 

globe, and as it had no road tax sticker, 
none of us wanted to admit ownership. 
Mr Plod insisted we do something about 
it and so in a fit of enthusiasm we washed 
and polished it. Our dilemma was solved 
when some young lady friends announced 
their intended two weeks touring Scotland 
was off, as the rental car was going to cost 
one hundred pounds. Quick as a flash we 
offered the Husky, pointing out that it only 
needed an MOT, road tax and third party 
insurance. They were somewhat dubious 
at first but when it passed its MOT test 
they were more enthusiastic and off they 
went. Two weeks later we received a phone 
call from Scotland. Dreading the worst I 
was delighted to hear that the Husky was 
performing faultlessly and “please could 
they keep it for another week?” It eventu-
ally arrived home with a list of other 
potential Kiwis keen to “borrow” it. Thus 
was Midnight Rentals established. The 
Husky set off to all parts of the British Isles 

Of Course Cars Have Personalities

Husky and Homeward
Text Don Broome, illustrated by Kim Gabara. 
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midst. My navigator did a remarkable job seeing he couldn’t read 
any of the street names and wasn’t even sure he had the map up the 
right way. We successfully visited a number of attractions including 
a Sumo wrestling school. Here the Buick seemed somehow more 
in proportion to its surroundings. On attempting to return to our 
hotel, I followed instructions to turn left and found myself driving 
down a narrow street where the parked mopeds had to be dragged 
into doorways at our approach. Some distance along this street 
we came to a ceremonial religious arch spanning the street and it 
was obvious to everyone that there was no way the Buick would fit 
through. Reversing out was going to be difficult as some small local 
vehicles were queuing up behind us. Finally with much patient 
assistance by some amateur traffic directors we were able to reverse 
into the, by now, rush hour traffic. We arrived exhausted back at 
our hotel and gladly surrendered the Buick to the desk staff. 

Our transport from Japan to Australia was to be a cargo ship 
which belonged to the China Sea Steam Navigation Company 
and carried only 140 passengers. A chance phone call to the Tokyo 
shipping office informed us, to our surprise, that the itinerary had 
changed since we had booked our tickets some months, many 
thousand miles and several countries previously and they had 
been leaving messages for us everywhere they could think of. We 
only discovered this by accident on the day the ship was now due 
to sail and we were many miles away at the other end of Japan. A 
mad dash on the high speed train and a taxi to the docks got us 
there a few hours late, but our ship was waiting. The Purser paid 
the taxi and whisked us on board as the gangway was pulled up 
behind us. This was witnessed by the passengers lining the rails 
and led to some interesting speculation about our status.

Our ship eventually deposited us in Sydney on a Sunday 
morning and as it was not a passenger cruise ship, there was no 
Customs staff on duty. The policeman on the dock gates phoned a 
customs officer and told him about these two scruffy and penniless 
Kiwis who wanted to go to the airport and jump on the first 
aeroplane to New Zealand. The customs officer spoke to me on 
the phone and on being verbally assured we weren’t smuggling 
anything, advised me to open the drawer beside the phone and 
take out one sticker for each piece of luggage we possessed. We 
were to put these on our luggage and show them to the policeman 
on the gate and then go direct to the airport. Things were 
definitely a lot simpler in those days... or so I thought until I 
attempted to register my cars which I had sent on ahead to NZ.

  Having arrived back in my home town I attempted to register 
my Jaguar and the Triumph Herald, which was for a family 
member but had to remain in my name for two years as it was 
a “non-remittance” vehicle. Motor registration wouldn’t issue 
papers until I had customs clearances and customs wouldn’t give 
clearances until they had stamped the registration papers as “non-
remittance”. They kept telling me to do the importing through an 
agent but as I was by this stage penniless that was not an option. 
Fortunately I had already obtained possession of both cars and 
so I proceeded to drive around on my “pommie” plates and with 
my “pommie” driving licence while the bureaucrats plodded their 
way through their procedures. The Jaguar consequently clocked 
up 80,000 miles before being sold for considerably more than its 
original cost including shipping! Altogether a comfortable and 
sporty conveyance of which I have fond memories.

Now, many years later, my fleet has grown to half a dozen 
vehicles whose combined age totals some 350 years, with equally 
varying personalities but, I am pleased to say, all fairly friendly.

 I am still privileged to enjoy some great motoring in a variety 
of mischievous, loyal and occasionally frustrating motor vehicles, 
owned by myself and mischievous, loyal and sometimes frustrating 
friends. Motor vehicles have given me some of my most exciting and 
memorable adventures and I am sure there are more yet to come

My every day transport is a 15 year old Japanese vehicle which 
appears to require no maintenance at all but, alas, appears to have 
no personality ..........or is it just being orientally inscrutable? BW

Don’t Lose your nut!
Thread forms on early MG-Morris-Wolseley type 
engines & gearboxes

by Ray Craig

Ever wondered why you have imperial size heads on 
seemingly metric sized bolts?
All the threads on Morris engines from 1919 onwards were to 
the French Metric Thread System (which is not the same as the 
present ISO metric standards.) This was due to the engines being 
made at the Hotchkiss works in Coventry, where machine guns 
were made to French design during WWI. Even when Morris 
bought the works from the parent French company in 1923, he 
did not change to the BSW/BSF thread system, which would 
probably have been an expensive business anyway. Thus the 
metric thread forms were retained right until 1955 when the last 
MG XPAG engine was made. However Morris did arrange for 
his nut and bolt manufacturer to supply his nuts, bolts and set 
screws with Whitworth hexagon dimensions, possibly resulting 
from a similar reason whereby manufacturers charge a premium 
for non-metric fasteners now.
The four sizes used on XPAG type engines and gear boxes are as 
follows:
6mm x 1mm IMTS standard
8mm x 1 mm IMTS fine
10mm x 1.5mm IMTS standard
12mm x 1.5mm IMTS fine
However, the pitches for some sizes are identical to the ISO 
pitches for the same size.
6mm = ISO 6mm coarse
8mm = ISO 8mm fine
10mm = ISO 10mm coarse
12mm has no equivalent, so don’t lose main bearing nuts.

Greeta Hulme exercising Denny’s MG TF at Napier pre-1956 MG Rally

Bertie and Penelope at MG Pre 1956 Rally Concours, Napier.
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Readers might recall that I reviewed 
in Beaded Wheels in 2003 two books 
by English automotive historian 

Norman Painting; Alldays and Onions 
- A Brief History and The Real Wolseley - 
Adderley Park Works 1901 - 1926. 

Following publication of the Wolseley 
book, Norman Painting was offered, for 
research purposes, a considerable quantity 
of early records of the Wolseley Sheep 
Shearing Machine Company and so he 
began a new project.

As most people who know anything 
about English car makers will be aware, 
Frederick York Wolseley began making 
shearing machines in Australia with the 
assistance of Herbert Austin, subsequently 
transferring the business to England and 
diversifying into making cars designed 
by works manager Herbert Austin before 
Austin left to start his own car manufac-
turing business.

Wolseley Sheep Shearing Machines 
were popular in both Australia and in New 
Zealand, and were originally sold in this 
country by Levin and Company and later 
by Dalgetys. To assist Norman, I managed 
to find a few early records and a photo-
graph or two for his new book which I gave  
to him during a visit to Birmingham and 
a pilgrimage to the site of the Alldays & 
Onions works at Small Heath in August 
of 2003. 

Because the appeal and market for a 
history of the Wolseley Sheep Shearing 
Machine Company was perceived to be 

limited, and because new material had 
been found about Herbert Austin, the new 
book shifted focus toward Austin in the 
years prior to his leaving Wolseley. Yet, 
with a proposed title of Herbert Austin 
- The Early Years…, the book has so far 
failed to interest a publisher; which is a 
pity given the interest in Austin as last 
year was the centennial of the company.

During research Norman discovered a 
works in Alma Street, Aston, Birmingham. 
It was here Herbert Austin built his 
prototype cars for Wolseley, the works are 
still in use by an engineering firm today. 
It was in that relatively small factory, 
which was occupied from 1895 to 1922 
by the Wolseley Sheep Shearing Machine 
Company, that small scale production of 
the three-wheeled Wolseley voiturette 
began in 1900. Mr Painting found it hard 
to believe that no steps had been taken to 
preserve the building which was the first 
place a car was built in Birmingham, a city 
alleged to be proud of its industrial and 
automotive history. He was pleading with 
authorities that the building be preserved 
and a plaque be erected to record its 
significance.

Of course all that is a long way from 
New Zealand but, as often happens after 
publication, more interesting Wolseley 
photos relating to the first book came to 
light. Those which have a New Zealand 
interest, Norman has sent to me to share 
with readers of Beaded Wheels.

The first two show a Morris Commercial 
Roadless lorry being demonstrated about 
1926 near Wellington, New Zealand. The 
sign on the back of the truck reads:- 

Morris Roadless Truck convertible. 
No sand too deep, no ditch too steep.
Cycle & Motor Supplies Company, 
Wellington.
Norman writes that; 
“The Morris Roadless one ton lorry was 

based on the Birmingham built Morris 
Commercial “T” type one tonner chassis, 
powered by a 13.9 hp 1802cc. 4 cylinder 
side valve petrol engine developing 31 bhp 
at 3,000 rpm. The radiators were Colonial 
type, with a much larger header tank 
protruding well above the bonnet, the 
extra coolant capacity being considered a 
necessity in a vehicle with a bottom gear 
overall ratio of 53.28:1 and top overall gear 
ratio of 16.66:1. Power was transmitted 
through a multi-plate cork insert clutch, 
running in oil, to a unit mounted three 
speed and reverse gearbox, then by a short 
open propshaft to a remotely mounted 
2:1 reduction ratio auxiliary gearbox, 
and then by a second open propshaft 
to the overhead worm drive rear axle. 
Mechanically operated rod brakes were 
fitted to the rear wheels only with separate 
shoes for footbrake and handbrake in the 
15" diameter drums.

The rear tracks/bogie had been designed 
and supplied by Roadless Traction Ltd., 
London, the drive sprockets replacing the 
normal road wheels, with the idea that 

AUSTIN & WOLSELEY
Some Snippets of History
Text and photos Rob Knight

14  Beaded Wheels
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the sprockets and tracks could easily be 
removed, converting the vehicle back to 
a normal road going truck, (hence the 
word ‘convertible’ on the display board). 
Introduced in 1925, the vehicle cost 
£500 complete with dropside truck body 
and attracted orders from the British 
War Department and Anglo Persian Oil 
Company, but it is not known if any were 
actually sold in New Zealand.”

Perhaps a reader will know more about 
what became of these intriguing vehicles 
and of the “Cycle & Motor Supplies 
Company” of Wellington which hoped to 
introduce them to New Zealand.

Wolseley had previously made another 
series of tracked vehicles which have an 
historical association with New Zealand 
and here it is appropriate to quote from 
Norman Painting’s The Real Wolseley;

“…Wolseley designed and built three 
special motorised sleighs in 1910 for 
Captain Scott’s Antarctic Expedition, 
the sleighs being powered by 12 hp four 
cylinder air cooled petrol engines with 
carburettors heated by the exhaust 
system. A gearbox with two forward gears 
gave speeds of 2 mph and 3½ mph, and 
gradient ability of 1 in 2, the drive from 
the gearbox being taken to a worm drive 
axle with chain drive to the caterpillar 
tracks. The sleighs were tested in Norway 
before being loaded onto a ship bound for 
New Zealand where they were transhipped 
on board the Terra Nova for shipment to 
the Antarctic. Unfortunately, one of the 
sleighs was lost whilst being unloaded and 
remains to this day in the frozen waters of 
McMurdo Sound. About a year later two 
similar sleighs were built for the German 
Antarctic Expedition. The sleighs were to 
be of little use to Scott, as they proved to 
be incapable of traversing the rough ice 
blocks without becoming stuck, or falling 
over, due to the lack of articulation in the 
simple track design.”

Since publication three photos of 
“motorised sleighs similar, if not identical, 
to those made the previous year for 
Scott’s Antarctic Expedition” have been 
found. Of the photos, which were taken 
in 1911 at the Adderley Park works of 

the Wolseley Tool & Motor Car Co. Ltd, 
Norman  writes; 

“These three sleighs were made for 
the German Expedition. The first shows 
the sleighs lined up in front of the East 
Works Upholstering & Paint Shop built in 
1904/5, and this may well have been the 
picture used to illustrate the article about 
Scott’s sleighs, but has suffered a slight 
time-warp over the years.”

The second picture shows a close up 
view of one of the sleighs on the 1 in 3 test 
hill built in the East Works as part of the 
motor car test track. Interestingly, it shows 
the rear mounted winch which was only 
fitted to one of Scott’s sleighs.

“I also came across a picture of the 
sleigh shown in my Wolseley book (and 
erroneously identified as one of the three 
sleighs sent to the Antarctic in 1910), but 
taken from the opposite side. There is a 
nameplate on the side of the air cooled 
4 cylinder engine, and with the aid of 
a good magnifying glass I was able to 
read the name ADVANCE MOTORS, 
NORTHAMPTON (See photo at right). 
The photograph is obviously of the experi-
mental machine supplied to Wolseley for 
further development, and Wolseley then 
made their own version of this four cylinder 
air cooled engine! Advance Motors appear 
to have been purely engine manufacturers, 
and about this time were offering small 
engines for motor cycles, etc.”

Later another glass negative was found 
which shows one of Scott’s sleighs in a 
packing case being taken away from the 
Wolseley works in Birmingham, somewhat 
ignominiously, by a horse and cart. 

Norman also sent another photo which, 
while not directly relevant to New Zealand, 
is none the less interesting in that it is an 
example of the patriotism shown by the 
colonies during the Kaiser War. The 1914 
Wolseley 16/20hp Ambulance, serial 
number 23522, had been presented by the 
West Australian Automobile Club for 
service with the British Army in the Field. 
The load was not to exceed one driver, one 
attendant and eight patients. BW 1914 Wolseley 16/20hp ambulance.

Scott’s sleigh leaving the works.

The Advance Motors experimental machine.

Testing underway on the sleighs.

Top Left: Reliability testing of the Morris Roadless 
Truck convertible in New Zealand.
Above: Three sleighs similar to those made for Sir 
Robert Falcon Scott’s Antarctic Expedition.

 Beaded Wheels 15
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Seventy or so members arrived at 
Feldwick Gates, Invercargill for 
departure on either a short or long 

route. The short route was timed out to 
the check point at the Limehills School 
while the long route was timed from the 
check point to the lunch destination at 
Camp Taringatua in Central Southland.

A series of questions kept naviga-
tors busy en route and even busier still 
were those on the long route identifying 
bridges! On the initial section of the long 
route drivers had to automatically make a 
right hand turn after every bridge. Those 
who forgot the ‘core’ instruction and found 
themselves ‘misplaced’ were able, in most 
cases, with the use of the questionnaire, to 
get themselves back on track.

In the autumn sunshine after lunch 
members were invited to test their driving 
skills over a series of three field tests. The 
first test required drivers to indicate the 
width of their vehicle, then drive forward 
and allow Nathan to measure just how 
accurate their assessment had been. In the 
second field test Audrey gave the navigator 
an Easter egg on a teaspoon and the driver 
had to drive over a series of judder bars 
without the navigator losing, or eating, the 
Easter egg. The third field test saw Brian 
chalk a mark on the offside rear wheel and 
have the driver reverse one wheel revolu-
tion with penalties for being either too 
short or too long a distance.

The member with the least amount of 
penalties in the time, field, and question-
naire sections, Jim Irwin in the 1960 
Dodge, was declared overall winner.  BW

Southland
Rally 
8 April 2006

Text and photos Glenys McKenzie

While the annual Southland Rally is 

normally held in early February it was 

decided to delay the event this year 

to give members of the Southland 

Branch a chance to catch their breath 

after the VERO Diamond Jubilee Rally. 

Brent Hamilton, 1972 Rover. The marshal 
checks out just how close Brent Hamilton 
judged the width of his 1972 Rover to be.

Russell Keen having reversed his 1952 Riley 
a distance he judges to be one tyre revolution 
has it checked by a marshal.

Results

Veteran 1 & 2 Cylinder Car
Road Test Ashley Bell  1912 Renault
Field Test Ashley Bell 1912 Renault

Veteran 4 Cylinder Car
Road Test  Ray Lindsay 1916 Ford
Field Test  Ray Lindsay 1916 Ford

Vintage Car
Road Test  Bill Ainge  1929 Austin
Field Test  Neil Kidd  1927 Austin

Post Vintage Car
Road Test  Robin Hunt  1936 Chevrolet
Field Test  Doug Willis 1937 Buick

Post War Vintage Car
Road Test   Ian Scobie 1948 Fordson
Field Test   Jim Irwin 1960 Dodge

Post 60s Cars
Road Test  Ivan Scobie 1961 Bedford
Field Test  Jim McFadzien 1967 Singer

Overall Winners
Best Junior Navigator Georgina Timpany
Best Senior Navigator Ashley Bell
Best Lady Driver  Elaine Skeggs 
Best Overall Motorcycle Ray McCulloch
Overall Winner of Rally  Jim Irwin
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For participants, organisers and specta-
tors, the 2006 Re-enactment was a 
memorable experience. For those 

who instigated the concept of a commem-
oration event the final number of Veteran 
and Vintage vehicles that lined up was 
beyond their wildest expectations. A plus 
of course was that 6 February was just a 
week after the International VCC Rally at 
Invercargill and a large number of Veteran 
and Vintage owners participated.

What an impressive sight it was with all 
the vehicles parked ready to leave from the 
Landing Services building in Timaru and 
what an atmosphere was created with the 
Dixieland band playing, people in period 
costume and a large gallery to inspect 
the vehicles and watch the departure. 
Participants felt like royalty as they drove 
through the crowd.

First stop for several was Pleasant Point 
where some took a ride on the Model T 
Railcar and others needed assistance of 
the mechanical variety. The lunch stop at 

Fairlie on the Village Green had a great 
atmosphere with the Pipe Band playing 
and a large turnout of locals and tourists. 
The MacKenzie District Mayor, John 
O’Neill, flagged off all the entrants from 
in front of the old Mt Cook building. Most 
entrants had an uneventful trip up over 
Burkes Pass and on to Lake Tekapo for the 
overnight stop. The option to go up to the 
Mt John Observatory was taken by many.

Departure next morning from Tekapo 
Village also created much public interest. 
Entrants provided plenty of photographic 
opportunities for Asian tourists.

Morning tea stop was at the historic 
Irishman Creek Station, home of the late 
engineering genius CWF (Bill) Hamilton. 
We were shown the workshop and hydro 
power station used extensively in develop-
ment of earthmoving equipment in the 
1930s and the armament manufacture for 
the war effort in WWII.

There was a grand welcome for all at 
the Hermitage with entrants’ vehicles 

Mt Cook 2006 Rally
Text and photos Bill Weir

Commemorating the Centenary of the First Motor Vehicles to travel to 

the Hermitage, Mt Cook
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parked in every available spot for a couple 
of hours before being moved off to 
overnight accommodation. Everyone 
gathered for a great get-together for drinks 
(very kindly provided by The Hermitage) 
from 5.30-6.00 when we were seated for 
dinner, we should say banquet, for such 
was the magnificent array and quality of 
the food. Speeches were given through the 
evening and were superbly capped off by 
Bryan Thomas (driver and previous owner 
of the De Dion) who gave some ramblings 
on Veteran motoring – absolutely hilarious. 
This concluded a superb weekend, enjoyed 
by all. BW

18  Beaded Wheels
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The Hawke’s Bay Branch had a 
motor show several years ago 
and my Chrysler was on display 

along with a list of previous owners. Gary 
Williams made himself known to me as the 
grandson of the first owner. After several 
get-togethers with Gary over the following 
months, contact was made with his uncle 
Allen, son of Frederick and Kate Williams, 
the original owners. A coincidence of that 
chance meeting was its place and location, 
in a woolstore and not too far from where 
Fred Williams merged his business with 
Nat Kettle in 1891 to form Williams & 
Kettle Ltd. Wool was the major part of 
their business but later on they ventured 
into the motor industry and secured the 
Chrysler agency among others. Fred bought 
the Chrysler for his wife Kate. 

Tuesday 3 February 1931 started out 
like any other day for the Williams family. 
With breakfast over, Fred and Kate set 
about their normal morning chores while 
youngest son Allen made his way on foot 
from their home in Hukarere Road down 
onto Shakespeare Road, an easy downhill 

walk from the top of Bluff Hill into Napier, 
and a visit to the dentist. Eldest son Peter 
probably readied himself for another year 
at Christ’s College in the South Island and 
the lengthy train journey to get there. 

Up in the old stables, now the motor 
garage, was the Chrysler recovering from 
a lengthy journey to the Bay of Islands. 
Normally the family would go to their 
bach in Taupo but Fred wanted to revisit 
Paihia where his father William Leonard 
and grandfather William Williams, the 
first Bishop of Waiapu, had lived.

Down in the harbour HMS Veronica had 
slipped into port and was tied up by 8am 
instead of her expected afternoon arrival 
time. In contrast to the previous two days, 
the sea was dead calm and 104 crew readied 
themselves for duties or shore leave. 

At 10.46am the ground erupted, heaving 
and swaying, destroying homes and 
buildings - maiming and killing. Sixteen 
year old Allen was lying back in the dentist 
chair and immediately sprinted out of the 
building, followed by the dentist, his nurse 
and assistant. Within seconds of them 

1931 HAWKE’S BAY 

Earthquake Survivor
1926 CHRYSLER MODEL 58 TOURER 

Text and photos Digby Young

With the 75th anniversary of the Hawke’s Bay earthquake this year it seems an 

opportune time for this tale from Digby Young to be told.

Kate and Frederick Williams, 1928. 
Photo courtesy Gary Williams.

1926 Chrysler model 58 tourer on display at the 1995 Hawke’s Bay motorshow.

A strong Naval presence supported the 
75th Commemorations of the Hawke’s Bay 
Earthquake: Front seat: Digby Young, driver; 
Dave Mundy, HMNZS Resolution; rear seat, 
Mike Peebles, HMNZS Moa (left), Carl Hay, 
HMNZS Hinau, 
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reaching safety the building collapsed. It took Allen over an hour 
to make his way back home through the after-shocks and carnage to 
his much relieved parents. Fred had been standing at the front door 
when the quake struck and a window above shattered, showering 
him with glass, fortunately he received only minor cuts. Kate and 
Peter were even more fortunate, and although shaken didn’t receive 
a scratch. All the chimneys had collapsed and the coal range, which 
was alight, ended up in the middle of the kitchen. A burst pipe from 
the hot water supply above the kitchen emptied directly onto the 
coal range putting the fire out thus saving the homestead. 

The motor garage survived unscathed as did the Chrysler housed 
inside. It was a miracle that the weighty fresh water tank perched 
high on its wooden frame on the side of the garage remained intact 
during the shake. This water supply proved vital for the Williams 
family and many neighbours for several days after. There the 
Chrysler remained while roads were cleared of slips and rubble. A 
week later it was time to venture to the railway station and farewell 
two boys bound for Christ’s College. With Kate at the wheel of her 
Chrysler the family made their way down the hill via Shakespeare 
Road into town. Apart from Allen’s journey back from the dentist, 
this was their first look at what was left of Napier. The conversation, 
if any, in the car that day has disappeared after 70 plus years but 
maybe for Allen’s parents their thoughts were for friends or relatives 
who had been injured or were killed in the quake. Initial contact 
was made by telephone as this service was up and running reason-
ably quickly, then contact was made using the Chrysler.

In the early 1970s the Chrysler and I were privileged to take three 
of the sailors from the Veronica on a short tour of Napier, then to a 
function. Mostly they sat in silence, just looking at an unfamiliar 
town with a strangely familiar landscape.

With thanks to Allen Williams whose help made this story 
possible. Sadly Allen died in 2004. BW

Williams & Kettle, Tennyson St Napier after 1931 earthquake, next door 
to Ward and Bissell. Photo Williams & Kettle achives.

Williams and Kettle, Market and Queen St, Hastings after 1931 
earthquake. Photo Williams & Kettle achives.

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue 
will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on 
a computer (any common word-processing program is okay) 
and they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz  
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
mimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson , 
Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
hm 03 385 9821, wk 029 236 3796 (leave your name/number if engaged) 
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Bob 
Bullock and Peter Nightingale. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. 
Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels cap!
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Earthquake 
75 years on…
Text Hank Hurley 
(as seen by Old Louis – the Chev truck).

I remembered the earthquake with a 
tour through the major Hawke’s Bay 
towns affected, starting with Napier 

on Friday 10 February. A line up formed at 
Ahuriri Park, with the earthquake survivors 
proudly wearing silver sashes across their 
windscreens, and then away up Carlyle St 
into Emmerson St where we were greeted 
by groups of school children, most of who 
had dressed up for the occasion. It was 
great to see the Naval contingent in open 
cars leading the parade.

The following day it was Hastings’ 
turn. I was approaching the airport from 
Bay View when a peacock car flashed its 
lights at us. I pulled over and the young 
constable said I was disrupting the flow 
of traffic. What traffic, two cars and the 
peacock car? We were allowed to continue 
and complete the parade which was longer 
this time.

On Sunday there was a great line up of 
old vehicles down on the wharf and how 
this scene has changed since my younger 
days. No kids fishing there now. Two tug 
boats played silly beggars for us, water 
dancing they called it. Very impressive!!

The following day we were off to 
Wairoa. About 40 vehicles went over a 
very rough surface, but I was enjoying the 
run and on the last hill before Wairoa 
another peacock car u-turned and pulled 
in behind me. Haven’t these jokers got 
anything to do but harass old codgers like 
me? However he sat back a bit and did not 
want to pass. There was a good turnout 
for the parade which went along Wairoa’s 
Marine Parade and stopped opposite the 
Gaiety Theatre. Again we had children 
dressed up, this Art Deco mode is really 
catching on.

On Wednesday we headed off to 
Waipukurau. This time I took the easy 
route down Highway 2 and was mindful of 
not obstructing traffic flow of course. We 
had all those passing bays on the Wairoa 
Road and there was no one to pass me. 
At the aerodrome we had an exhibition 
from a Tiger Moth with some very fancy 
manoeuvres. Later at the railway station 
we watched a JA engine pull in loaded 
with happy customers who watched as we 
disrupted the flow of traffic up the main 
street.

Overall some great motoring, more 
than I have done in the past two years, so 
a long rest until Christmas but maybe I 
will get woken up to go on Glyn’s 
Commercial Run in April.  BW

Ten days of events in Hawke’s Bay with 
261 entries in the Art Deco Rally and 

86 for the Earthquake Commemoration 
Rally made for an incredible feast 
of vintage motoring. Four parades 

through Napier, Hastings, Wairoa and 
Waipukurau were well attended and 

especially appreciated by the children. 
Many of the participants thought that 
the looks on the faces of the children 

were worth all the effort

Church Road Winery is a great venue 
to start the Art Deco Rally, and it 
was a truly magnificent sight to see 

all the vehicles lined up. Taradale Primary 
School PTA catered for a staggering 750 
for morning tea and, as usual, the winery 
did a great job. A large number of entrants 
entered the costume competition this year 
and it was obvious a big effort had gone 
into all the outfits. The judges had a hard 
time. The cars were spread out over five 
different rally routes and all the vehicles 
were out of Church Road in 20 minutes. 

The marshals did a sterling job and we 
believe they were a credit to our branch, 
well organised, well briefed and looking 
good with their vests and VCC hats. The 
Air Training Corps were used to bolster 
our numbers and this worked well. The 
Maori wardens led by Nita Rouse provided 
security for us over various events for the 
10 days and this is truly appreciated.

Road closure for the weekend made a 
big difference and meant we had plenty of 
room to park all the vehicles. However, it 
also meant the barriers had to be manned 
24 hours a day. A special thanks to “right 
hand men” Allan and Dot Harris who 
once again were invaluable.

On a personal note; thanks to all who 
helped to get our 1924 Studebaker ready in 
time. As it was a local car, we did want it 
on the road, and it was. BW

ART DECO & 
Earthquake Commemoration Rally
Text Diane and Geoff Quarrie, photos Rod McKenzie
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating  • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome 

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southward.org.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
MUSEUM TRUST

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre

Classic Tyres

PETER WOODEND
Ph 07 571 5525 • Fax 07 571 5526

Mobile 025 605 4040 PO Box 2245, Tauranga
Email: classic_tyres@wave.co.nz
Website: www.classictyres.co.nz

DUNLOP wire wheels, splines, knock-on caps, spokes and rims for
HEALEY,  JAGUAR, MG, MORGAN, RILEY, TRIUMPH, ETC. White wall trims

C

ontact

for all Veteran Vintage & Classic Cars 1888-1970
DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN, 
FIRESTONE, COKER CLASSIC & DIMENSION IV RADIALS etc, 

also Dunlop racing tyres.

Contact
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As we blasted up the grade towards 
Coronet Peak near Queenstown, 
overtaking moderns with ease, my 

overall impression was how little MV3079 
felt like a 73 year old car.

By general consensus the most immacu-
late of 23 pre-war Frazer Nash cars that 
toured with nine others in February 2005 
on the Frazer Nash Raid to New Zealand 
was and moreover is the famed car which, 
with another Frazer Nash, lost no points 
and won Coupes des Glaciers in the 1932 
Alpine Trial, a 1500 mile event from 
Munich to San Remo. The trial negoti-
ated mountain passes in four countries, 
including the famous Stelvio with its 48 
tight hairpin bends and 9000 ft climb 
in 17½ miles, up which the Frazer Nash 
averaged 37.8 mph. To one who has driven 
a Frazer Nash over this pass, now sealed, 
this was amazing and the opportunity of 
experiencing this car while it was in New 
Zealand was too good to miss. Joint owner 
Alastair Pugh was only too pleased to 
make it available.

The Frazer Nash was distinguished from 
other pre-war British sports cars by the 
transmission, developed from its prede-
cessor, the GN, which had no gearbox but 
employed a system of chains to give the 

required change of speed, giving rise to 
the term “Chain Gang”. This drive was 
used on all pre-war Frazer Nash models, 
of which only 323 were built from 1924 to 
1939, and of these 220-plus survive today. 
For such small production they achieved 
recognition through well-publicised 
competition successes out of all propor-
tion to their numbers. In an analysis of 52 
British cars tested by The Autocar in 1934, 
an unsupercharged Frazer Nash was the 
fastest up the Brooklands test hill, had the 
fastest 0-50 mph acceleration through the 
gears (10 seconds) and had the second best 
braking (25ft from 30mph). For anyone 
with sporting pretensions, these were 
highly desirable cars.

The chain transmission, despite appear-
ances, is very simple. From the clutch a 
tail shaft takes the drive to a 3.5:1 bevel 
reduction box and a counter shaft parallel 
to and 15" ahead of a solid rear axle, the 
two being connected by four chain drives 
of different ratios. The driven sprockets 
are keyed to the back axle, but those on 
the counter shaft are free to turn unless 
locked to it by dog clutches. Movement 
of an external gear lever slides the dog 
clutches along the counter shaft to engage 
the appropriate ratio, and selection of more 

FRAZER NASH
TT REPLICABEHIND THE  WHEEL

than one at a time, with disastrous results 
is (usually) prevented by an ingenious 
interlocking plate, known as a “Wrigley 
monkey”. Changes can be lightning fast 
and graunch free without even using 
the clutch, which is only essential for 
moving off. In the days before synchro 
mesh gearboxes, this was seen as a huge 
advantage.

The solid axle is largely responsible for 
the famed Frazer Nash handling. With no 
differential the rear tyres scrub, and the 
unusually narrow rear track is an attempt 

Text  John St. Julian   photos John Alsop

These cars must have been a sensation in the 30’s.  
One could expect the performance of cars of this era 
to be pedestrian by modern standards, but not this 

1932 TT Replica model Frazer Nash.  

The Frazer Nash four-speed and reverse 
transmission. This drawing shows the basic 
layout, but does not attempt precisely to 
show the sprocket engagement.
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to minimise this. The solid axle gives 
excellent traction in trials, and is no disad-
vantage when cornering at speed with 
power on to correct the inherent under-
steer. Any absence of adhesion can be 
instantly corrected by the very direct and 
accurate steering.

Few of these idiosyncrasies are immedi-
ately obvious to the casual observer, but 
the sporting appearance is. Most Frazer 
Nash models looked absolutely right for 
the job, and exploited to the full the old 
coachbuilders’ formula that the bonnet 
should be low and at least half the length 
of the wheel base. The TT Replica model 
was catalogued from 1932, patterned on 
a car which competed (unsuccessfully) in 
the 1931 Ulster TT and although no two 
Frazer Nash cars were exactly the same, 
with 54 examples, the Meadows-engined 
TT Replica was the nearest thing to a 
standard model. 

The Meadows 4ED was a proprietary 
engine used by several manufacturers 
including Lea Francis and HRG and is a 
1½ litre 4 cylinder ohv unit with twin SU 
carburettors and the classic proportions of 
69 mm bore x 100 mm stroke. In Frazer 
Nash service it was frequently improved 
by fitting a special works deflector head, 
giving a 90 mph + top speed, which at the 
time could only be beaten by a handful of 
cars, all with considerably larger engines. 
The Meadows was eminently tunable, and 
the works were ultimately able to extract 
120 bhp when supercharged to 10 psi, suffi-
cient to lap Brooklands at 113 mph, but 
not for too long.

First impressions
MV3079 typifies all that made the TT 

Replica legendary. Alastair completed a 
three-year major rebuild 14 years ago, since 
it has had touch up attention to keep it 
absolutely pristine. In gleaming Connaught 
green (darker than British racing green 
and as painted when new) this well propor-
tioned car looks fast standing still, and 
its low lines are emphasised by the 19" 

Rudge Whitworth wheels and bonnet line 
only inches above the front mudguards. 
Onlookers tower over it. The frontal view 
is dominated by the large chromed radiator 
with quick action filler cap and deep wire 
mesh stone guard, flanked by two 8" Bosch 
headlights at close centres and narrow, 
short mudguards with inside valances to 
give additional protection from flying mud. 
Curiously, the two side lights are fixed to 
the insides, not the tops of the mudguards, 
and looking very vulnerable suspended 
from the mudguard cross bar is a large 
Bosch horn, sufficient to scare the living 
daylights of any man or beast in the way.

The radiator is set well back behind the 
front axle, a Frazer Nash trademark which 
contributes to its unique appearance, and 
results from the quarter elliptic suspen-
sion, a simple and effective system found 
on few other cars. The chassis finishes just 
forward of the engine, and two quarter 
elliptic springs, clamped to the top of the 
chassis rails, project forward to lugs on the 
tubular front axle. Below the springs are 
Hartford shock absorbers, fixed at one end 
to the underside of the chassis rails, and 
at the other end to the axle lugs, giving a 
parallel link suspension. 

This typifies many of the innovative 
design features. The Frazer Nash road 
holding was exceptional at the time and 
a factor was the low unsprung weight of 
the front axle. Most of the considerable 
weight of the quarter elliptics is carried 
by the chassis and the tubular axle and 
clever use of the Hartfords as both shock 
absorbers and locating arms further reduce 
weight. Another unmistakable feature, 
hidden behind the NZ Raid rally plate, 
is the elegantly curved drop centre of the 
axle (and track rod to match) designed 
to clear the crank handle. Brakes are 
12" Alfin drums actuated through Perrot 
shafts and cables

On the left, triple chromed exhaust 
pipes emerge from the bonnet, indicating 
to students of the marque that this car 
is indeed Meadows-powered. Four pipes 

behindthewheel

would be a Gough, two on the other 
side a 6 cyl Blackburne or non-standard 
AC. Also enhancing the “built for compe-
tition” look are twin spare wheels, one 
strapped to either side of the scuttle, a 
wise precaution on the less than pristine 
roads traversed by the Alpine Trials. On 
the driver’s side are the usual Frazer Nash 
outside gear lever and fly-off handbrake.

The engine compartment is very 
tidy, with all aluminium, bright work 
and copper polished to perfection. The 
Meadows is large by today’s 1.5 litre 
standards, its bulk increased by the front 
mounted BTH magneto, non-standard 
water pump and a large external water 
distribution pipe from the radiator to the 
rear of the block. It shares much of the 
available under-bonnet space with twin 
bronze bodied 1¾" SU carburettors, twin 
SU pumps on the bulkhead, the excellent 
Frazer Nash segment and pinion steering 
box and a large Alpine radiator. With gas 
flowed deflector head, 9.2:1 compression 
ratio, and special lightened valve gear, the 
engine has put out 90 bhp on a brake, and 
revs out to 5000 rpm.

From behind, the restricted width and 
narrow rear 3'6" track (6" less than the 
front) of the car is most evident. Below the 
distinctive rounded bathtub back (known 

Stripped for hillclimb, Dunedin, Alastair Pugh, beside Post War Le Mans Replica Frazer Nash
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on earlier more bulbous cars as “the fallen 
woman”) is a tall slab-like 12 gallon fuel 
tank, with quick acting filler cap, which 
projects into the already small luggage 
space, and prompted the fitting on this 
car of a very neat luggage rack above the 
tonneau cover, holding a suit case or two.

Instrumentation is comprehensive 
and includes from the left: clock, water 
temperature, speedometer (to dismay 
the passenger), ammeter, tachometer (to 
enthuse the driver), oil pressure and oil 
temperature. Two plates on the dashboard 
give something of the car’s competition 
history “Frazer Nash 26th. April 1963, 1000 
miles in 24 hours MV3079” and “Frazer 
Nash MV3079 International Alpine Trial 
July 28th to August 3rd. 1932 highest 
possible award Coupe Des Glaciers. Tourist 
Trophy Race August 20th. 1932 finished 
at an average speed of 68.68 mph only 10 
cars out of 32  completed the course. MCC 
High Speed Trial Brooklands September 
3rd. 1932 first to finish and highest speed 
of the day, averaging 85.43 mph regardless 
of class or horsepower.”

To equip it for the Alpine Trial, MV3079 
was built with several non standard features: 
the large horn, a spotlight attached to 
the RH windscreen bracket, doubling 
channels inside the main chassis members 
to strengthen it in the centre, twin SU 
fuel pumps and twin scuttle tanks, acces-
sible through small doors in the bonnet. 
One tank is for engine oil and feeds to 
either the sump, or to a chain oiler and the 

other holds fuel. Reliability 
and time saving was the 
objective. If one SU pump 
failed, there was a second. 
If this too failed, there was 
gravity feed from the scuttle 
tank. The chain oiler saved 
stopping to do this, and the 
oil tank could also be used 
to top up the sump on the 
run. The small trap doors 
allowed the scuttle tanks 

to be filled quickly without opening the 
bonnet.

Behind the wheel
With only a passenger’s door (added 

in 1936) the driver has to climb over the 
side or get in first. The drill is to back in 
and slide across, easy with a flat floor (no 
gearbox) and no gear lever to obstruct 
things. The passenger has to be somewhat 
more agile. One sits in the car rather than 
on it, with a low seating position and legs 
straight out. The 15" Brooklands steering 
wheel is close, as turning tight corners 
requires full use of the arms and shoulders 
– no poncy straight arm stuff. 

The outside gear lever and fly-off hand 
brake “fall easily to hand” (in the best road 
tester’s jargon) and one easily adapts to the 
right hand change and reversed H pattern, 
where 1st and 2nd are where 3rd and 4th 
normally are. The fly-off hand brake did 
just that when the lever was pulled back, 
and drivers of modern cars have no idea 
how convenient these are.

The motor started instantly with a satis-
fying burble and no vibration, 1st was 
selected with the lever out and forward 
and the characteristic “clunk” as the dogs 
engaged, and with a minimum of clutch 
travel and a bit of accelerator, the car 
moved off smoothly. Acceleration was 
rapid, with plenty of torque from the 
engine, and the gear change was surpris-

ingly precise and lever travel short (by 
Frazer Nash standards).

With encouragement from Graham 
Rankin, the car’s co–driver, to push the 
car along and use more revs, it was trans-
formed and quite cammy, with power 
coming in strongly at 2400 rpm to a satis-
fying roar from the exhaust. With the 
precise and direct (¾ turn lock to lock) 
steering, negotiating corners was not so 
much a case of turning the wheel, but 
giving it a bit of a nudge, remembering to 
brake before corners and power through 
them, always good advice, but essential 
on a Frazer Nash. Braking was strong and 
straight with little pedal movement but 
required a lot more pressure than is normal 
nowadays. By leaning out, the front axle 
could be seen working and the suspension, 
although firm, handled ruts in the road 
with ease, and made for flat cornering. The 
instant power, acceleration and manoeu-
vreability made light work zipping around 
meandering tourists on the way back down 
to Queenstown. The car was in its element 
and the magnificent scenery never looked 
as good as it did behind that long louvered 
bonnet. 

To one already experienced in the 
attributes (peculiarities?) of the Frazer 
Nash, MV3079 was a revelation. The body 
was tight, with absolutely no rattles or 
scuttle shake, and the mudguards and head 
lights moved as one with the car. There 
was no engine vibration and the controls 
were precise, a tribute to a very thorough 
restoration by Alastair, and the car seemed 
like new. 

People looking for comfort, space, 
quietness, weather protection and two 
doors shouldn’t contemplate a Frazer Nash 
which was designed for the sheer joy of 
driving. This car can more than hold its 
own today. It definitely would have been a 
sensation in 1932. BW

I  search the United States to seek out and acquire rare and unusual cars of 
exceptional quality ; I  have an intense passion for vintage automobiles. 
I  act as principal in the acquisition of antique, classic and special interest 
automobiles, aggressively searching throughout the country for cars that meet my 
standards of quality and desirability.
I  specialize in the purchase and sale of prewar Classic automobiles, post war 
collectible cars and both pre and post war sports cars.
As a New Zealander based in New York USA I have over 25 years membership 
belonging to VCC NZ. I  have many years of experience being involved in the 
collector car market in the United States.
If  you are interested in purchasing a classic automobile or just need advice, please 
contact myself for following services
•  Acquisition Services of Prewar, Postwar or Classic Car.
•  Fee advice and consultation
•  Transportation and International Shipping
•  Location service
•  Pre Purchase inspection report

H O R S E L E S S A U T O   C L A S S I C  A U T O M O B I L E SH O R S E L E S S A U T O   C L A S S I C  A U T O M O B I L E S

For confidential discussion please contact 

ROBERT BENGE
horselessauto@aol.com     325E 52nd St Apt 3, New York, NY 10022   Cell Phone or Text 001 1845 4800466
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Together with fellow long-time 
motoring enthusiasts, Marlene and 
Don Muller in Marlene’s Fiat X19, 

we made the necessary booking arrange-
ments and switched the Healey luggage 
packing into touring mode. Out went the 
folding chairs, picnic rug and side screen 
bag, and into my special circular tool and 
parts container under the spare wheel, a 
plug set, points, various small pieces of 
wire, split pins, insulation tape etc. Rolled 
up hand towels filled the corners of the 
door pockets, accumulated rally sheets and 
old sets of instructions were cleared out 
from the tiny, but oh so convenient parcel 
tray and relevant maps substituted therein. 

We were staying away for 16 days and 
apart from official gatherings on the rally 
we would be self catering. Top priority is 
always the thermos flasks in their place 
behind the driver’s seat, the larger chilly 
bag behind the more forward positioned 
passenger seat holds essential staple foods 
like a couple of rounds of Camembert, 
a goodly sized wedge of English Stilton, 
crackers, pickles and other basic can’t-go-
without items. This container was topped 
off with home baking and the ubiquitous 
Gingernuts. The latter are the ideal accom-
paniment to the coffee stops, you can hold 
three or four in one hand and one can 
dunk them while staring out somewhere in 
the middle distance (overlooking the sea is 
best), for up to fifteen minutes, surely one 
of life’s simple pleasures. The crackers and 
cheese are never used on these occasions 
but left until the day’s end and savoured 
with the Merlot or Pinot Gris which are 
placed as last-to-pack items among the 
bags on the dwarf sized seats in the rear.

Now bags, or more accurately, soft bags, 
as these are a must for sports car touring. 

Several small soft bags are so compliant, 
they can fill an Austin Healey boot space 
to overflowing and still the lid shuts 
down. I always pack my No 1 walking-out 
gear at the bottom, undies don’t seem to 
mind a bit of crushing but we can’t be 
seen at the final dinner looking like a 
canine’s morning repast. On this occasion 
it was suggested the entrants dressed art 
deco and many participants had gone to 
great lengths to dress the part with some 
excellent results. My only observation was 
that they had larger vehicles or chose to 
leave out some of the wine and cheese 
– certain sacrifices I will make, but there 
is a limit.

The weather was, as anticipated, fine 
and sunny, the roads magnificent with day 
trips to Wairoa, Dannevirke, and Cape 
Kidnappers. The company was great fun, 
the vehicles many and varied, well–sort of 
varied; there were 22 MG Bs out of about 
160 cars and six big Healeys. For the benefit 
of the serious readers the following Healey 
owners attended. Brian Price, Ngongotaha 
in a primrose 1965 3000; Mike Mitchell, 
Picton in the primrose and black 1959 
100/6; Pat Pascoe, Nelson in the black 
over red 1962 3000; Bill Osborne, Nelson 

Text and photos Alan Wills

Hawke’s Bay in early summer, scenes of budding vineyards, warm but not 

hot days and cloudless skies, prompted Shirley and I to enter our first AA 

Classic Rally in Napier. 

in a red 1964 3000; Arthur Ainsworth, 
Christchurch in black over silver 1960 
3000 and Shirley and I in our BRG 1958 
100/6.

The rally is organised by AANZ 
Classic Rally Trust Board on a biennial 
basis and is open to any vehicle that the 
owners consider to be a classic, this gives 
a wide selection of vehicles right up to 
current models, and being used to the 
date-designated VCC for 40 plus years it 
was an interesting exercise for me. I must 
admit though that the 2005 Porsche is 
something.

Not content with covering 1800 miles 
of North Island roads on and after the 
National at Wanganui in April, we added 
on another week after the AA Classic 
to tour on the Bay of Plenty side of the 
island. Down in numbers now to just the 
Fiat and the Healey, we settled into our 
accommodation at Ohope and proceeded 
to clock up 100+ miles a day in pursuit 
of converting petrol into pleasure. I shall 
not bore you with trivial details about 
the fabulous restaurant on the wharf at 
Owhiwa overlooking the water, nor should 
I acquaint you with the Oyster Arm Café 
perched on the berm between highway 
and high water where you can see the 
rows of oyster sticks just off shore and they 
shuck, smoke and cook on the spot.

It is a great place to tour, the beaches 
are little pieces of paradise and pop up 
around every corner in some parts, the 
towns are just great and the people we 
met are just like you and me, well almost! 
There was one strange fellow who, when 
asked where the local-brewed dark ale was 
(and this is in a major liquor outlet), 
looked askance at my humble two litre 
plastic flagon and inquired whether I was 
“going to try to put three litres in there 
like they all do” and to add insult to 
injury declared, “And when that Waikato 
Draught runs out that’s it.” And I only do 
this in the interests of recycling. 

We covered 2,100 miles, I checked the 
oil at approximately halfway stage and 
added 1 litre which overfilled it, used no 
water, never had the hood up, used 373 
litres of petrol giving about 23.6 mpg, 
enjoyed first class company amongst first 
class cars in the world’s last bastion of old 
car motoring. Long may it continue! BW

A Classic Summer
AA Classic Car Rally 2005

Bill Osborne’s 1964 3000 MG from Nelson

From left: Arthur Ainsworth, Pat Pascoe Alan and Shirley Wills MGs on display.
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In 1997 I thought of adding to the stable 
and decided to try for something a little 
different from the usual sidevalves or 

flatheads that seemed to be common at 
the time. I settled on a Harley-Davidson 
Panhead. These were made following the 
12 year reign of the first ohv models known 
as the Knucklehead. The Knuckles set the 
stage when they debuted in 1936 with their 
1000cc 40 hp ohv engine, twin downtube 
frame, springer forks, 4 speed constant 
mesh gearbox and featured extremely 
stylish lines. A real thirties classic even to 
this day. Following WWII a vast network 
of four lane highways and freeways began 
to open up across the USA and with them 
came the demand for sustained higher 
speeds. The Knucklehead had a few design 
drawbacks, the oiling system was not quite 
up to demand at higher speeds and the 
cast iron cylinder heads retained a lot 
of the combustion heat. These factors 
could have a detrimental effect on top 
end components. I have a Knuckle piston 
with a 20mm hole melted through the 
crown. The Harley engineers had been 
working on the problem and in 1948 the 
Motor Company unveiled their new model 
called the Panhead. The biggest change  
on the Panhead was the introduction of 
aluminium alloy cylinder heads with the 
valve angle altered to 78.5 degrees. The 
shallower valve angle allowed the same 

7:1 compression ratio on the Model FL 
but achieved this with slightly domed 
pistons. This setup was more efficient and 
less likely to retain combustion chamber 
heat. An improved oil pump was fitted to 
provide better oil circulation. One feature 
that the Panhead was credited with was 
that it was the first motorcycle to be fitted 
with hydraulic lifters. These were not 
entirely successful as they were fitted at 
the top of the pushrod and prone to oil 
pressure fluctuations, contaminated oil etc. 
sometimes giving erratic performance. This 
potential problem was remedied in 1953 
by combining the hydraulic components 
with the roller tappets at the base of the 
pushrods, much closer to the uprated oil 
pump. This feature is still found on today’s 
Harleys over 50 years later. Also in 1953 the 
1000cc (61ci) Model EL was discontinued 
leaving only the 1200cc (74ci) Model FL 
which had more power. The smaller motor 
had been bored and stroked to achieve this, 
but by 1953 the larger 74s were outselling 
the 61s by a margin of more than five to 
one with the 74 only costing $15 more. 
In 1949 Harley equipped their Big Twin 
with robust, oil-damped telescopic forks 
and a new model name was created, the 
Hydra-Glide. Harley-Davidson V twins 
have always used a forked and plain conrod 
with caged roller bearings running on a 
hardened crankpin. In 1940 the open style 

forked rod was changed to an enclosed 
style which was fitted to the rear cylinder 
and is designed to collect and throw circu-
lating oil up into the front cylinder to aid 
in lubrication and cooling. All early model 
ohv twins used caged roller bearings on the 
sprocket and pinion shaft, but in 1955, as 
power increased with engine development, 
Harley changed over to double Timken 
tapered roller bearings on the sprocket 
shaft. These bearings withstand radial and 
thrust loads far better. At the same time 
the cylinder heads received polished and 
flowed intake ports that increased horse-
power by about 10 percent and the intake 
manifold was now sealed by O rings instead 
of the old style plumber nuts and brass 
cones that could develop air leaks. The 
compression ratio was raised to 8:1 and 
this Super Sport version was introduced as 
the FLH with a retail price of $US1083 for 
the base model.

Bob Bullock’s 

Panhead Harley-Davidson
Text and photos Bob Bullock

During the last 25 years 
Bob Bullock has had a 

passion for large capacity 
American motorcycles 
– mainly Indian Chiefs 
and Harley-Davidson 

74s. Both are V twins in 
configuration displacing 

74 cubic inches or 1200cc. 
Some riders prefer one 

marque to the other and 
develop fierce brand 

loyalty between the two 
makes. Bob does not 

distinguish and in past 
years has had an Iron 

Redskin parked alongside 
a Milwaukee Marvel, both 

apparently quite contented 
with the shared company…

Bike as purchased, tool box fitted. September 1997.

2005 National Motorcycle Rally, Cambridge.
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The following year, 1956, the FLH 
received one further update, the high 
performance Victory camshaft. The 
Panhead FLH by this stage had reached its 
performance peak with factory specifica-
tions of 60 hp at 5400 rpm and torque of 
65 lb-ft at 3200 rpm and would continue 
on for the following decade almost 
untouched until the next generation Big 
Twin, the Shovelhead, came along in 1966. 
Sufficient power to reach close to 100 mph 
was available, however the Big Twins had 
always been designed as large capacity 
touring machines capable of comfortable 
two-up cruising all day long. The company 
engineers turned their attention back to 
a new upcoming model that would soon 
satisfy Harley riders who had been waiting 
for a middleweight sporting machine. 
The new ohv 883cc Model XL Sportster 
was introduced in 1957 and is still being 
produced in updated versions to this day.

My Rebuild
I had decided on a Panhead and now 

the problem was to locate one. They are 
very thin on the ground and rarely for 
sale, generally being retained in the family 
and only changing hands through word 
of mouth to a fellow collector. However, 
I found a 1958 Panhead for sale. The big 
news for the 1958 Harleys was the intro-
duction of rear suspension by means of 
a swinging arm damped by twin shock 
absorbers. Harley advertisements of the 
day highlight the new 3-point suspension 
to herald in the new model name, ‘front..
back..midway.. the miracle ride Duo-Glide’ 
the latest Big Twin had a 61" wheelbase 
and weighed in at 648 lbs. 

The bike I purchased had been 
assembled from parts and was not an 
original as such. The purchase was made 
and I rode the bike for nine months, all 
the while gradually gathering parts. Oval 
floorboards, windscreen, spotlamps, oval 
toolbox, trumpet horn etc.

In June 1998, I decided to take the bike 
off the road and restore it. The engine 
was first. These are very strong and robust 
but it pays to set them up right. The 
crankshaft assembly was from a later mid-
seventies Shovelhead motor that features 
two 8½" diameter flywheels of substantial 
thickness. The flywheels were separated 
and all parts measured, the conrod big ends 
were different sizes so they were honed 
out and new oversize rollers fitted. The 
flywheels and conrods were reassembled 
and trued to the recommended tolerance 
of one thousandth of an inch. After that 
the completed crankshaft assembly was 
static balance tested and found to be spot 
on. The ribbed aluminium timing cover 
had been repaired but still leaked oil, 
so the cracks were ground out and new 

welding repairs done. The two cylinders 
had a couple of broken cooling fins and 
these were repaired. The two tappet blocks, 
cylinders and oil pump body were then 
sent up to HPC in Auckland to be heat 
resistant silver coated. The pistons were 
also sent to be thermal barrier coated.

The crankcase is a major component 
as it supports the crankshaft, cylinders 
and other associated pieces of equipment. 
Its condition is vital. The two halves are 
always spigoted together and retained 
by machined threaded studs. The spigot 
on the right side of the case had been 
removed while the left side case was a 
new aftermarket one that featured double 
Timken bearings and thicker wall section. 
The right side case was sent to a local 
welder who built up the missing spigot and 
it was then machined to fit the recesss in 
the left case. The bolted-up cases were 
lightly honed to ensure the bearing races 
were in perfect alignment.

The rear cylinder head had been fouling 
the frame downtube, so scraping the engine 
mounts allowed the engine to tilt forward a 
fraction and gave about 3mm clearance. 
The thicker left side case around the 
cylinder mounting area was mismatched to 
the right case so the case assembly was set 

up in a milling machine and machined to 
give a smooth surface across both cases and 
at the same time the rear top engine mount 
surface was machined. This was necessary 
as the voltage regulator mounting bracket 
also bolts to this surface. Seven separate 
surfaces were either machined or lapped 
and scraped on the completed crankcases 
giving a more accurate base for further 
assembling and also now giving a matched 
case appearance with its added visual 
appeal.

A set of correct cylinder heads was 
required. The Duo-Glide heads had 
thicker and larger cooling fins especially 
around the exhaust port area to aid in 
more effective heat dissipation. The 
correct heads were unobtainable new 
but a call to Pacific H-D Trading Co in 
NSW Australia revealed a couple of sets 
though in poor condition. The better set 
was acquired. These were beadblasted and 
sent out for necessary welding repairs to 
broken cooling fins, combustion chamber 
and valve seat damage. Back home it was 
out with the small grinder, hand files and 
emery cloth before all the damage was 
eventually repaired and the work finished 
off with fine emery and Autosol metal 
polish.

More work was needed as the two heads 
should be mirror images of each other to 
give equal gas flow to each cylinder. One 
was a factory ported and polished FLH 
head while the other was the standard cast 
FL version. A high speed air grinder was 
used with a carbide burr, then reducing 
to a rotary emery stone and finally to a 
fine emery polishing mop. I estimate that 
about 3mm of metal was removed mainly 
from around the valve guide area and after 
about five hours of grinding and polishing 
I was satisfied!

The bronze valve seats were machined 
out and hardened steel exhaust valve seats 
pressed in. Genuine Harley-Davidson case 
hardened steel exhaust valve guides and 
steel intake valve guides were fitted along 
with a new set of good quality valves. 
All valve seats were machine ground and 
finished off by hand lapping with an extra 
fine silicon carbide paste. A final check 
was made with bearing blue to ensure 
perfect valve face contact.

The ohv inlet and exhaust rocker arm 
assembly is very robust and only required 
minor attention. The lower rocker support 
is made of cast iron while the upper is cast 
bronze. They are located together and also 
to the cylinder head by pins then bored, 
reamed and numbered as a matched set 
and should not be interchanged. Generally 
the bronze top pieces tend to wear with 
the upward pressure from the pushrods 
and resistance at the other end against 
the valve springs. The upper support 

Top: Heads before beadblasting, before welding, 
note damage. 1998.
Above: Heads after repair.

1958 FLH cases and cylinders finished, Nov 1998
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clamping surface was lapped on a surface 
plate to reduce the clearance then scraped 
to achieve the desired 0.001” rocker arm 
clearance. The rocker arm tips were dressed 
off with a fine emery stone. A small oiler 
tube is fitted to the upper support studs to 
lubricate the intake valves. The aluminum 
rocker covers have a felt pad retained on 
the underside which assists to reduce valve 
clatter. Chromed steel covers are a popular 
accessory and look similar to a baking pan, 
hence the name Panhead. The completed 
cylinder heads came up well considering 
their former very sad state. They were then 
honed through and polished for better gas 
flow while the brass bodied Linkert M-74B 
carburettor was bead blasted to clean it 
up. The M-74Bs were introduced in 1951, 
purportedly to give better throttle response 
but I was never satisfied with the perform-
ance as it constantly ran overly rich and 
bogged down when accelerating. I eventu-
ally converted to an adjustable high speed 
needle setup which gave far better perform-
ance. The venturi was also reduced from 
15/16" to 11/8" to give easier starting and 
better low speed performance.

The intake manifold and carburettor 
were then assembled to the completed 
engine which took a total of 700 hours and 
over seven months to restore.

Engine onwards
With the engine complete, attention 

could be turned to the transmission.
A straight-edge test was done and the 

gearbox was out of alignment to the engine 
by 3mm. The mounting plate was in error 
so it was set up in a milling machine and 
trued. The overhaul of the gearbox could 
now be done which was fairly straight 
forward, starting with a beadblasting of the 
main casing and shifter assembly cover and 
a polish to the kickstart cover to tidy up 
the external appearances. Two new oversize 
threaded studs on the base were machined 
on the lathe and a new high gear oil seal 
fitted. All parts were then reassembled and 
the covers sealed up.

The neutral indicator light, first featured 
in 1959, had a green lens set into the tank 
mounted dash panel. The shifter assembly 
cover had the switch fitted but not 
connected. A small hole was drilled into 
the rear of the left fork panel behind the 
headlight and a suitable green lens fitted. 
Later, the neutral switch was connected 
to a new wiring loom and the light works 
well. The foot shifter previewed in 1952 
and soon became popular although hand 
shifting was still an option up to 1965 
when only a few examples were produced.

The clutch was disassembled and 
inspected, the only work needed was to 
repair some spot welds on the pressure 
plate reinforcing ribs that had cracked. 

A light skim in the lathe trued up the 
friction face. All rigid frame Harleys up to 
1957 used a pressed steel stand attached 
to the end of the rear axle plates, but 
with the arrival of the Duo-Glide this was 
not feasible. An optional accessory was 
to fit a cast aluminium center stand to 
the rear of the bottom frame tubes below 
the swing arm pivot. The centre stand 
simplifies tyre changes and holds the bike 
upright when required for maintenance or 
cleaning. Pacific Harley-Davidson (PHD) 
managed to obtain one that had come 
from a batch cast locally, and with a slight 
amount of fettling and a final polish it 
came up nicely.

The Hydra-Glide front forks were 
removed, the old oil drained out, flushed 
with kerosene, given a polish and then a 
fresh heavy grade fork oil was measured 
and poured in before the forks were stored 
away for future fitting. These forks are 
sturdy, reliable and long lasting.

The upper fork triple clamp was off a 
later post ‘60 model and had the narrow 
handlebar riser spacing of 3½". PHD were 
able to supply the correct clamp with the 
4¾" riser spacing and original riser link 
cover. Unfortunately the fork clamp was 
twisted and had to be straightened which 
required the use of a gas torch and a long 
piece of bar plus considerable effort but it 
eventually came true again.

Duo-Glide frames were produced from 
1958 through to 1964 and the frame 
production number stamped onto the right 
side of the top motor mount bracket was J3, 
identifying it as being produced in October 
1963. A check with a test bar that fits 
into the frame steering head and secured 
by tapered sleeves and a nut showed the 
steering head to be within 3/32" of center 
line, while the rear swing arm was also 
checked and found to be within 1mm. 
These were acceptable measurements.

All Big Twin steering heads were origi-
nally furnace brazed together, but starting 
with the Panheads in 1948 they were electric 
welded. The welds were sound but some of 
them were quite lumpy so the decision was 
made to fettle all welds, castings, brackets 
and also remove any sharp edges found. A 
tally of frame and swing arm showed 40 
separate pieces and 90 welds to be cleaned 
up. This took two months to achieve. After 
that they were sandblasted, taken to a 
painter for etch priming and finished with 
black paint. When the job was taken home 
some paint defects showed up. I decided to 
repaint them myself with my low pressure 
compressor and spraygun. These have 
worked for many years but it takes a lot 
of hand finishing to get a good result. A 
better method than just suspending the 
frame from hooks or sitting it on supports 
was needed so a wooden frame was built 

Filing and smoothing the swing arm welds, 
August 2000

The completed frame, swing arm, sump plate and 
fork brackets. August 2000.

Motor and gearbox fitted to the frame with front 
forks on, June 2001

Frame smoothing completed, June 2000.
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that held a stout piece of dowel about 
80cm parallel to the floor. The center post 
of the frame was positioned on the dowel 
allowing the complete frame to rotate in 
a circle with stops to lock the frame in the 
3, 6, 9 or 12 o’clock position, allowing the 
spraygun complete coverage and not to 
miss any inaccessible areas. The swing arm 
was also supported on the stand with both 
parts being painted successfully. 

October 2000 arrived and reassembly of 
some of the completed parts of the frame 
could now commence.

The gas tanks on the bike were modified 
from another model so a set of repro tanks 
from the USA was purchased. These came 
with the optional hand shifter bracket 
welded to the left tank, but as this was 
not needed it was ground off and the weld 
beads smoothed off. The two tanks were 
trial fitted to the frame and the circular 
tank badges positioned then the metal 
badge mounting brackets were silver brazed 
onto the tanks.

Attention could now turn to painting 
the tanks. One of the first things I did was 
to paint the tank interior to prevent rusting. 
1958 Duo-Glides started a trend with their 
distinctive two tone paint. I chose Calypso 
Red and Birch White which seemed to 
be the most popular choice for this year. 
The nearest match was Fire Engine or Post 
Office Red while Birch White was still on 
colour chart listing for Harley-Davidson. 
A steel bracket was made to bolt the tank 
to, then it was fixed to the dowel on the 
painting frame with a counter weight at 
the other end. This allowed the tank to 
be rotated while painting, giving a more 
constant spray pattern onto the curved 
surfaces. After the tank was etch primed 
and undercoated the Birch White was 
applied, the round tank badges fitted and 
the upper portion marked out. The lower 
area was masked off allowing the Calypso 
Red to be applied. The tank was clear 
coated and after a suitable time for curing 
the surface was hand cut and polished. 
The same procedure was repeated with the 
other tank and then they were fitted to the 
frame.

The front fender was originally rivetted 
to the side mounting brackets but at some 
stage they had been welded together. The 
welds were ground off and the pieces 
wedged apart to separate them. Both fenders 
were sent out for some minor work and on 
their return the front fender and mounting 
brackets were assembled to the bike and 
checked for correct positioning. The fender 
had to be rotated backwards ½" to achieve 
this. It was then redrilled and rerivetted 
in the correct position. Another adapter 
had to be made to hold the fender on the 
painting frame. The same procedure as the 
tanks was followed with priming, under-

coating, finishing and finally the reverse 
colour scheme with white on top and red on 
the sides. After hand cutting and polishing 
all chrome badges and stainless steel trim 
were fitted and the fender complete with 
front bumper was bolted to the forks.

The polished brake drum and wheel 
were fitted and this completed the front 
end assembly.

The rear fender was next. The only 
work was replacing the rear hinge pin. 
The removal of this required grinding and 
punching out the old rivets, a new ¼" pin 
fitted taking out a lot of the slack. All 
rusty surfaces under the hinge were rotary 
wire brushed, then etch primed and under-
coated before being riveted back together. 
The hinge was slightly repositioned to give 
a better fit between the two fender pieces. 
The tail section is hinged for ease of wheel 
removal. The painting process required 
another mounting bracket and the painting 
process and finishing was repeated. This 
completed all the main cycle parts to be 
restored and painted and by now the date 
was August 2003.

The Yokohama Super Classic wide 
whitewall tyres were removed and rust 
kill paint applied to the inner rim area 
before the tyres were refitted. Both wheels, 
complete with bolted-on brake drums, were 
balanced as an assembly and a dot of white 
paint was painted on the hub and drum 
so they could be reassembled in the same 
position if separated.

In 1954 Harley-Davidson began to 
phase out leather saddlebags and that year 
a totally restyled set became optional. 
These were made of black Royalite (hard 
plastic) also known as Buco Bags. They 
were far more weatherproof and easier to 
remove. The bags were available in colours 
to match the bikes. They were secured by 
two ½" steel bars that curve across the rear 
fender and retained by two carrier plates 
mounted to the fender support backets. 
Pieces of the carrier frame and bags came 
from New Zealand and Australia although 
I had to make one carrier plate and the rear 
support bracket. The chrome trims and 
steel support plates were badly rusted and 
had to be removed for repair. The chrome 
trims were sent to the electroplaters while 
the carrier plates, side support plates and 
small locking latches were sent out to be 
zinc plated. The original cadmium plating 
is no longer available except at a few 
specialized aircraft maintenance facilities. 
The brass emblem plate riveted on the side 
of the bag was polished and the red shark 
emblem hand painted back on. It was then 
clear lacquered. 

Both lids had the small rivets ground 
off and pin-punched out and the rubber 
sealing strip and metal reinforcing bracket 
were removed. All repairs to the bags and 

Front and rear fenders ready to go to panel 
beater. Sept 2002.

The finished LH saddlebag, October 2004.

RH saddlebag with red shark emblem, December 
2002.

Rear fender cut and polished, August 2003.

Front fender on the painting stand. January 
2003.
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lids were then carried out using fibreglass 
and body filler. Etch priming, undercoating 
and black finish coat was then sprayed 
on, cut and polished, then all the chrome 
and zinc-plated parts were riveted back 
including the red shark emblem. These 
stylish bags are rarely seen today and really 
enhance the bike’s appearance. A lot of 
work went into restoring them but they 
were worth the effort. Nine years after 
they first appeared the Royalite bags were 
replaced with new white fibreglass and 
while no doubt stronger and with a larger 
carrying capacity, the charming appeal of 
the Royalite bags was missing.

In September 2003 the bike was 
relicensed and taken out for its first road 
test. When the engine reached operating 
temperature the hydraulic tappets began to 
rattle badly, a cooling down break helped 
and home was reached. The oil pump 
was removed and a thorough inspection 
revealed that the feed pump gasket was too 
thick, allowing thinner hot oil to bypass 
the gears. A thinner gasket was fitted. At 
the same time a set of S & S oil pump drive 
gears was fitted. These have a higher ratio 
and spin the oil pump faster, increasing oil 
pressure and oil scavenge rates which are 
especially beneficial at low revs

The tappets would tick after prolonged 
idling even before the motor was 
overhauled. During the overhaul, the 
tappet blocks were found to be worn so 
they were honed out 0.005" oversize and 
JIMS Powerglide hydraulic tappets fitted, 

these give superior performance compared 
to the stock hydraulic units. The bike was 
taken out and road tested again. It has 
travelled 3000km to date with no more 
mechanical problems.

One last modification was to machine 
on the lathe a scrap piece of aluminium 
casting into a finned cylinder, then cut 
the rear off it and epoxy it onto the steel 
oil filter body. The fins were cut away to 
clear oil lines when removing the body 
for the paper element replacement and 
then polished. The fins act as a heat sink 
and allow engine-generated heat in the 
returning oil to dissipate quicker. Tests 
show oil tank temperatures dropping by at 
least 10 degrees. A useful reduction that 
assists the hydraulic tappet function.

The restoration was complete and 
the bike received its VIC certification in 
November 2004 with subsequent attend-
ance at the 19th National Motorcycle rally 
in Cambridge. I keep a diary of restoration 
expenses and dates and this records 12 
pages of tasks completed and the total cost 
nearly double the initial purchase price 
with the restoration taking six years. I am 
well pleased with the big Duo-Glide. It is 
a pleasure to ride being both powerful and 
comfortable enough to complete any long 
distance tour which is really what they 
were originally designed for.

It has been converted from a 6 volt to 
12 volt system giving better lights for night 
riding.

  BW

Postscript.
In 1999 after many years of searching I finally 
procured a complete but worn out 1931 Model 402 
Indian 4. This is currently being given another 
ground up restoration and will be followed by a 
1936 Model 336 Indian Chief 74. These projects 
will keep me busy in the workshop for many years.

The Panheads 18 year reign from 
1948 – 1965 ushered in a host of new 
features including better front and rear 
suspension, motor improvements and 
finally 12 volts and electric starting. 
In the post war period thousands of 
lighter British bikes were flooding into 
the USA but by the mid sixties it was 
the beginning of the Japanese bike 
invasion. Production figures show a 
total of only 121,348 Panheads ever 
built, compared to current annual 
Big Twin production of well over 
200,000 units. The Big Twin Panheads 
enabled The Motor Company to carry 
on through very lean times (Big Twin 
total of only 4,300 units in 1963) and 
emerge as the sole surviving American 
motorcycle manufacturer. State and 
municipal police departments placed 
steady orders to keep their motorcycle 
fleets maintained. 

bw280.indd   32bw280.indd   32 10/10/2007   12:36:18 PM10/10/2007   12:36:18 PM



 Beaded Wheels 33

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

VINTAGE PV 
AND PW
1912-80

ENGLISH
AMERICAN

CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

UP TO SPEED
The Roycroft Years in New Zealand 
Motor Racing
by Scott Thomson

Price $54.95
Softcover 395 pages 

Published by Steele Roberts

Reviewed by Allan Wylie
For the last forty-odd years, the best of 

New Zealand’s racing drivers have sought 
to extend their careers overseas. Ron 
Roycroft’s racing was done solely in New 
Zealand but so successfully that, in the 
words of Chris Amon, he “opened the 
door through which people such as Bruce 
McLaren, Denny Hulme and I subse-
quently walked”.

Roycroft’s driving career started in 
speedway cars before World War II and 
ended when the rear-engine revolution in 
racing car design finally killed off the 
front-engined cars he drove. During this 
time he drove a range of cars in all kinds 
of events including hillclimbs, speedway, 
beach races, street races and the New 
Zealand Grand Prix, and in his heyday 
was the dominant competitor in several of 
these disciplines.

Readers of Beaded Wheels will be familiar 
with Scott Thomson’s Behind the Wheel 
contributions and in this book he presents 
a comprehensive, thoroughly researched 
and very readable account of not only 

Roycroft’s career, but the New Zealand 
motor racing scene in general throughout 
that period. Thomson’s personal associa-
tion with the Roycroft family gives him a 
unique point of view, as well as access to 
their family snapshots, a selection of which 
illustrate the book, the faded, early colour 
prints being especially evocative.

While the author tells us a lot about 
Roycroft the driver, we learn very little 
about Ron Roycroft the person, the father, 
the husband. Direct quotes from Ron are 
few and these are mostly about driving 
technique or a car’s behaviour. The 
balance is redressed somewhat near the 
end of the book in the Memories section 
which includes excerpts from Ron’s diaries 
and some family group photos. This is not 
the place to look for technical details of 
the cars Roycroft raced, but some of them, 
at least, are covered in the book Ralph 
Watson - Special Engineer (reviewed in 
Beaded Wheels no. 276).

At intervals throughout the book 
Thomson departs from his narrative 
to analyse events connected with the 
story. At times these analyses become a 
little tedious, at others they seem based 
on dubious assumptions. For example, 
the author speculates on designer Jano’s 
reasons for using the peculiar twin drive-
shaft arrangement on his Tipo B Alfa 
Romeo, one of which Roycroft raced. 
Thomson suggests that Jano employed 

book review

twin contra-rotating shafts to cancel out 
each other’s torque reaction, and that he 
might have been influenced by Italian 
Schneider Trophy seaplanes which had 
contra-rotating propellors. It’s a plausible, 
attractive theory, spoiled by an awkward 
fact: Tipo B driveshafts both rotate in the 
same direction.

This lapse aside, Up To Speed is relatively 
free of mistakes, is profusely illustrated, 
has informative appendices, a large bibli-
ography and a proper index. An engaging 
story, it will appeal to anyone interested in 
Kiwi motor racing history. 

CANTERBURY 
BRANCH 

of the VCCNZ

A comprehensive history of the 
Canterbury Branch. 

Each copy individually numbered. 
$45 each includes free postage. 

Place order now for October delivery.

Orders to:
Colin Rae, 28 Cranbrook Ave,
Burnside, Christchurch 8005

50 
years of
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Just about every car club I know puts 
on a tour on a regular basis. What 
makes this one worth writing about? 

It’s very simple. The Vero is the most 
impressive Rally my wife and I have ever 
participated in. For starters, 960 cars and 
over 2000 people attended the rally. The 
cars ranged in years from 1903 to 1974 
with approximately 120 cars older than 
1915 and 40% of the cars 1929 or older. 
Most participants were from New Zealand 
with a number of people from Australia, 
Great Britain, Canada and Sweden as 
well as other countries. The rally took 
place over a two week period with 
cars starting the tour from a number 
of locations in the North and South 
Islands of New Zealand. The Rally 
routes converged on Invercargill for a 
10 day event. At Invercargill, different 
hub tours were driven by groups of 
cars based on pre-selected routes. 
The routes took into consideration 
the distance to be traveled in a day 
and the difficulty of the terrain. To 
top it off, the tours covered some of 
the most beautiful scenic drives one 
will ever come across: mountains with 
thousands of sheep roaming leisurely 
on them, valleys with lush green farm 
land, wonderful rolling hills, almost desert 
conditions in some areas, wilderness areas 
and the most gorgeous turquoise coloured 
lakes you will ever see anywhere. The 
biggest surprise was a store called Fazazz. 
Located in the Bains Building, an early 
1900s building in Christchurch, they sell 
collectors cars, memorabilia and original 
automobile books. Some examples of cars 
for sale at Fazazz were a 1911 Renault, a 
1953 Jag C, a 1958 Messerschmitt and a 

1996 Bentley. All cars were in beautiful 
drive-away condition. 

For us, the Vero Rally started on 
14 January at the club facilities of the 
Canterbury Branch of the VCCNZ. 
Approximately 150 cars started off that 
morning on any one of a number of Rally 
routes pre-selected by each car owner 
when he submitted his rally entry form 
last summer. Our route took us through 
Ashburton, Geraldine, past Lake Tekapo 
and Lake Pukaki. Lake Pukaki with its 

turquoise water provided impressive views 
of Mount Cook with its snow peaked 
summit. It was Mount Cook on which 
Sir Edmund Hillary trained for his Mount 
Everest expedition. We spent the night 
in the middle of the South Island in the 
town of Twizel. The next day took us 
through Oamaru to Dunedin, a pictur-
esque Scottish town on the east coast of 
New Zealand. There we spent two days 
seeing the sights which included the Royal 

Albatross centre and Larnach Castle, New 
Zealand’s only castle. On the fourth day 
we continued down the east coast through 
the Catlins which contained 160 million-
year-old fossilized trees and on to Rally 
headquarters at Invercargill.

Burt Munro was a local Invercargill 
man who set land speed records at the 
Bonneville Salt Flats in the 1960s with a 
1920 Indian bike that he modified himself. 
Displayed at the Rally headquarters were 
the three replica Indian Motorcycles used 

in the making of a recent movie. 
The movie, The World’s Fastest 
Indian, starring Sir Anthony 
Hopkins, is the story of that part 
of Burt’s life.

We stayed at a B&B for the 10 
days we were in Invercargill. It was 
a beautiful home owned by Ken 
and Sue Riley, semi-retired sheep 
farmers. They had 50 acres where 
their home was situated at the 
edge of Invercargill and another 
750 acres about 20 minutes away. 
Maureen loved the sheep and got 
to feed their pet sheep, Barbara. I, 
being an old farm boy, thoroughly 
enjoyed our stay there, not to 
mention the wonderful home 

cooked meals we were served. Their home 
was absolutely beautiful and much better 
than any five star hotel. 

Our rally routes took us to a number of 
towns in the area such as Winton, Gore, 
Otautau and Te Anau. While touring, 
we saw some terrific private collections. 
The collection that impressed me the 
most was a collection of early unrestored 
cars comprising 1909, 1910, 1912 and 1914  
Model Ts, 1902 Rambler, 1905 Reo, 1909 

VERO Rally 
Experience and More
Text and photos Herb and Maureen Coons

Herb and Maureen Coons travelled 

from Ottawa, Canada to join the Vero 

VCCNZ Diamond Jubilee Rally - This is 

the tale of the Vero Rally from a truly 

international perspective…

Herb enjoying the public display day during  the Vero VCCNZ Jubilee celebrations.
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Maxwell and many other cars, none of 
which were for sale. In Invercargill, we saw 
the Bill Richardson Truck Collection. It 
consists of 179 trucks, all restored and only 
17 imported from other countries. The 
quality of restoration of these vehicles was 
exceptional and the layout of the display 
in buildings covering most of a city block 
was very professional. Almost every make 
of European and North American truck 
was represented. From British Columbia,  
Canada he had a 1937 Maple Leaf Highway 
truck. Near Mandeville, we visited the 
Croydon Aircraft Co. This company 
restores Vintage aircraft. In the process of 
restoration were Tiger, Leopard, Fox and 
Gypsy Moths along with other Vintage 
airplanes. The quality of work can only be 
described as exceptional. 

At a deserted farm, we looked at a 
Burrell steam traction engine and beside 
the barn, with trees growing up through it 
was the chassis of a 1909 Sentinel. Would I 
like to own that one! I did meet the owner 
a few days later who confirmed that it was 
not for sale.

On one of the days, the rally routes 
were based on the make of the cars. We 
decided to go with the Model Ts. About 
20 Ts toured through the countryside and 
visited another private collection of early 
cars.

Naturally, we met the only person 
driving a Stanley Steamer on the tour and 

had a ride in his 1920 Model 735 Stanley. 
It is the only Stanley now on the road in 
New Zealand that was sold new by the 
Stanley agent there.

When Maureen and I were planning 
our trip we had decided we wanted to go 
to Milford Sound. The opportunity to do 
so arose when the local Invercargill office 
of the AA of New Zealand organised a 
one day return bus tour to the Sound 
with a boat cruise out to the Tasman Sea 
and lunch on board. Needless to say, we 
signed up and experienced some of the 
most beautiful scenery New Zealand has to 
offer in Fiordland National Park. 

The Vero ended with a final dinner 
attended by over 2000 participants. 

The next day, 28 January, we departed 
and went to a Crank Up (steam traction 
engines, gas engines and Vintage tractors) 
in Edendale. The highlight of this day 
was a visit by a special guest of honor, Sir 
Edmund Hillary himself. The man who 
first conquered Everest (now 87 years old) 
was just a few feet away from me at one 
point and of course I took advantage of 
the opportunity and snapped a couple of 
pictures of him. 

Following the Crank Up we headed 
to Queenstown and on the way took a 
ride on New Zealand’s most famous 
steam train, The Kingston Flyer. The Flyer 
is a colonial steam train that originally 
operated between Kingston and Gore. By 

unloading the train at the Kingston wharf, 
it provided people and cargo a route to 
Queenstown via paddle steamers from the 
1870s to the 1950s.

At Queenstown, we toured Lake 
Wakatipu on the TSS Earnslaw, a 1912 
steam boat. From Queenstown we went on 
to Wanaka and over to the West Coast at 
Haast and up the coast to the Fox Glacier 
and on to Hokitika. From there it was east 
over the mountain range through Arthur’s 
Pass and back to Christchurch. The car 
tour finally ended for us after 2,260 miles 
of touring. What an unbelievably incred-
ible experience!

I would be remiss not to mention our 
wonderful friends from Christchurch, 
Bernard and Marie Crossen. We spent four 
weeks with them, at their home, on tour 
and vacationing up the west coast of the 
South Island. Many of the people we met,  
places we visited and things we saw were as 
a result of them taking time to go out of 
their way to ensure we had a memorable 
experience. A few days after returning to 
Christchurch, we left New Zealand and 
spent a week on the beautiful island of 
Bora Bora in French Polynesia and then on 
to Los Angeles where we got together with 
Jay Leno at his garage and attended his 
show, The Tonight Show, as his personal 
guests, but that’s another story. BW
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It is easy to get things muddled when 
relying on hearsay. Bruce and Wilma 
Madgwick have written to say that 

their de Dion Bouton was sold to John and 
Kaye Murray of Matakana to join the 1915 
Ford T which they had purchased from 
Wayne and Wendy Welch last year. I had 
missed the Murrays out of the equation 
and had the de Dion going to the Welchs 
so my apologies to all concerned. 

On the grapevine we hear that Peter 
Wilton at Hunterville has been working 
on a Veteran Ford T for some time and 
that his father, Doug, has now bought a 
1910 Buick. This is thought to be a Model 
F similar to that of Vern Jensens and may 
have been imported from USA.

An unrestored 1913 Rover destined for 
England was reported as being seen on a 
trailer at a Feilding motel in early April, 
while Wally Hunt of New Plymouth has 
reported that he sadly had to let his Royal 
Ruby motorcycle go to England because 
there were no realistic offers from New 
Zealand. While we can’t always compete 
with UK prices, Veteran vehicles continue 
to be offered for sale in New Zealand and 
Australia at affordable prices. Therefore 
we Veteran owners should be encouraging 
other VCC members to join in the fun 

Sounding 
the Brass

Rob Knight

and spirit of Veteran motoring by buying 
an already restored vehicle or taking on 
a restoration project and so keeping these 
vehicles in the country. 

Anthony Wilson in New Plymouth is 
currently working on the engine of the 
1914 Calcott. A lot of other parts for that 
and the slightly different 1915 model have 
been completed and stowed carefully away. 
While there is still much to do, Anthony 
expects to have more time to devote to 
the project having recently reliquished a 
demanding role in the Territorial Army.

The only other Veteran Calcott in New 
Zealand, and one of only a few in the 
world, apparently suffered the indignity 
of being inundated when the Whangaehu 
River flooded in February 2004. This 1914 
model, which was well known around 
Wanganui in previous times, has been in 
the ownership of Sarah Lourie for some 
years now.

Also in Taranaki, Jim Watson bit the 
bullet and had a new crown wheel and 
pinion made for his 1914 Buick but the 
two parts obviously don’t like each other. 
The result is excessively noisy even after 
several experts have had a go at setting up 
the mesh.

Bruce Scott’s lovely recently completed 
1911 Ford T from Waikanae 
made an appearance at the 
Levin Centennial along with 
other Veterans. A good selection 
of Veteran vehicles were among 
those supporting the Pahiatua 
125 year parade and going on to 
the Triangular Rally at Wairarapa 
the next day.

There are reports from those 
who have passed through Te 
Awamutu recently of much 

progress by Ray Officer on the Locomobile. 
Something in excess of 700 small holes 
have had to be precisely drilled in the top 
of a round sheet of metal to create the 
burner.

Peter le Gros’s 1900 Locomobile had 
a few trials and tribulations during the 
HCC AA Reliability Trial Re-enactment 
in March. For some reason it was unable 
to sustain its usual head of steam with a 
resulting drop in road speed. Following 
a rash challenge the previous evening 
Peter, mounted on his Locomobile, and 
the Okoroire Hotel proprietress, mounted 
on her white horse, met on the golf 
course in the morning mist to decide the 
challenge; that a Locomobile could beat a 
horse from a standing start. Seconds and 
onlookers assembled, start and finish lines 
were roughly marked, the protagonists 
prepared for action and “go” was signalled. 
It was no contest. The Locomobile rider 
protested that the soft ground gave the 
horse an unfair advantage but, amid much 
laughter, the protest was disallowed. At 
that the Locomobile went into a huff 
and surrounded itself in steam, while the 
horse looked on disdainfully. But perhaps 
the challenge was too much? While the 
Locomobile was being parked for the night 
at Wairakei, it broke one of the crank-
shafts, putting it out of action for the 
return journey.

On that tour, the 1904 Darracq of 
David Porter was also lacking its usual get-
up-and-go, seemingly unable to transmit 
all of its horsepower to the road due to a 
slipping clutch. A morning spent working 
under covers and umbrellas in the rain at 
Wairakei made a slight improvement for 
the journey back to Auckland.

Temporary repairs were made at 
Wairakei to stem the leaks in the radiator 
of the Knights’ Alldays due to some 
inexpert soldering by the owner during 
restoration. Removing and dismantling 
the water pump on Barry Birchall’s 1903 
Cadillac and a gang of fellows changing a 
beaded edge tyre on Monty Scarborough’s 
Ford T provided extra entertainment 
for the crowd gathered around us at our 
Rotorua lunch stop. On the final day the 
drive chain climbed the sprocket on the 
Cadillac. The resulting damage needed 
more than a roadside repair so sadly the 
Cadillac went on the transporter along 
with our leaders, Barry and Nicola.

Basically the object of the HCC tour 
was to re-enact a tour made in 1906 
by a group of Auckland AA members 
from Auckland to Wairakei and return. 
Strict rules applied to the first tour and 
observers rode in each car to note any 
infringements. The roads were not good 

The Locomobile gets all huffy

Bruce Scott’s 1911 Ford T at Levin 
Centennial
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Our 32nd Motorcycle Rally was held 
on 11 March. Our Club Captain, 
Ian McDonald, awoke to see 

the day looking improved after a spell of 
bad weather that had looked like staying 
around for the weekend.

Thirty entries were received and by nine 
o’clock bikes were being unloaded and a 
crowd of onlookers was admiring the large 
variety of makes and models with plenty 
of gleaming chrome and paintwork. There 
was time to have a chat and morning tea 
at the clubrooms before leaving, heading to 
Owaka and following the Southern Scenic 
route. Some went as far as the lovely Colac 
Bay before returning and stopping for 
lunch at the Papatowai  Fire Station. The 
return journey was by Kaka Point back to 
the clubrooms. 

Our most senior member, Doug 
Hayman, who has missed only a couple of 
our motorcycle rallies over the years, had 
put aside his faithful Ariel for his lighter 
197cc Sun and found the sun did not shine 
on him and retired with mystery noises 

from inside the bike! Doug, who is now 
making inroads into his eightieth year 
has contributed much to our club over the 
years and shows no sign of giving up his 
long time love of riding motorcycles. 

The rally ended with a meal and 
prizegiving. All seemed to have enjoyed 
the run. Special thanks to Ian and all who 
gave their time to help out. BW

South Otago Branch

32nd Annual Motorcycle Rally 
Text and photos Mel Tapp

and bridges were lacking. The 2006 
tour was made exactly 100 years later 
to the day, following the same route as 
far as practical, while the likes of the 
Rangiriri Hotel and the Wairakei Hotel 
were used again for lunch and accom-
modation respectively. Of 10 starters 
in 1900 and 13 in 2006, only Luxford’s 
Cadillac retired at Hamilton due to tyre 
problems on the original journey, while 
only two cars retired, as mentioned above, 
on the re-enactment; surely a tribute 
to the pioneering spirit of the drivers 
and crews on both events and proof that 
even single and twin cylinder Veteran 
cars are still capable of serious motoring 
among modern day traffic. Others on the 
tour and not mentioned previously were 
Bob Taylor - 1906 Reo, Kevin Barbour 
- 1910 Hupmobile, Len Woodgate - 1910 
Hupmobile, Rex Bremner - 1915 Ford T, 
David Oliver - 1914 Ford T, Roy Sharman 
- 1915 Perry, Bruce Madgwick - 1913 FN 
and George Mihaljevich - 1913 Talbot. 
Wives, friends and a son comprised the 
various crews.

During a visit to Bruce and Trish 
Jefferies’ home on the lay day at Wairakei, 
Bruce showed us a lovely Unic radiator 
which he would like to see go on to an 
appropriate car.

Elsewhere in this issue should be a 
notice about the Parliamentary Tour re-
enactment to the Far North followed by 
the National Veteran Rally providing a 
feast of Veteran motoring for January and 
February of 2007.

Finally, as a parting shot about the fun 
of owning a Veteran car, by invitation of a 
granddaughter I took the Alldays to an 
end of term school day. A teacher reported 
the remark of one awestruck lad as the 
class approached from across the field. 
“Look at that old car - before cars were 
made.”  BW

soundingthebrass

Pair of Indians, Ross Pringle 1918 Power Plus, Robin Benington 1941.

Doug Hayman our oldest motorcycling member 
on his 1954 Sun. A little easier to kick over than 
his Red Hunter.
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CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography 
or space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right 
to edit or return classifieds not meeting the 
criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
$12.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement. Members must be 
financial and state their Branch.
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 
65 words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$20 members, $24 non-members. 
Photo Ad in Box
$32.00 members, $44 non-members, enclose a 
clear photograph and an SAE if return required.
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$50.00 members, $54 non-members, enclose a 
clear photo and an SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, 
Christchurch, to arrive not later than 10th of 
month preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900.00 $720.00
Half Page $490.00 $390.00
Horizontal Quarter Page $270.00 $216.00
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE

AUTOMOTIVE WOODGR AINING 
 When restoring your car there is only 
one way to restore your metal window 
frames & dashboard: metal woodgraining. 
For information and free quotes contact 
Alan Markby. Phone 03 445 0988 or write to 
11 Boyne Place, Cromwell.   MEM

1916 OVERLAND ROADSTER MODEL 85/4  very 
motorable and reliable Veteran $25,000, Reg & 
WOF VCC VIC. Genuine reason for selling. Phone 
Russell 07 847 7784  MEM

1923 ALVIS SB 12/40 TOURER  Car No. 7459, 
Chassis 2168 unique original 2 door 4 seat 
Tourer royal blue body black wings. Original 
Black interior. Very good condition. Complete 
wet weather equipment. Reliable go anywhere 
car. Handbook, Tools, spares available. Genuine 
reason for sale. Pictures by e-mail or post. Phone/
fax 07 543 4385 or clivetaylor@hyper.net.nz  MEM

1928 AUSTIN 7 CHUMMY  owned and rallied 
since 1982 including two tours around South 
Island $15,000 ono Reg & WOF VCC VIC. Genuine 
reason for selling. Ph Russell 07 847 7784  MEM

1930 MODEL A FORD TUDOR  full mechanical 
overhaul, engine gearbox, clutch, brakes. On 
wheels and road tested. Body needs completing, 
paint and upholstery. Most parts supplied. 
Reasonable offers. Phone Nelson 03 546 5603

1937 CHRYSLER  FRONT GRILLE AND SURROUND 
and headlamps and bonnet assembly all in 
original condition. Also 3¼ eng brgs and timing 
chain, poss 35-59. Sell or swap for ‘38 Chrysler 
Coupe body exterior and interior trim items. 
Also wanted eng brgs 31/8 6B907S and 4 M9078 
Repco 0.20"-0.60" or Semi-finished Ph 388 7677 
after 7:30pm.

1937 MORRIS EIGHT SPORTS  RED with black 
guards. Fully restored 1999. Only travelled 2000 
miles since. $12,500 Ph Peter 03 352 0039  MEM

1939 WILLYS OVERLAND 4 DOOR SEDAN  Older 
restoration $12,000. 1966 Bedford Beagle 
(H.A.Viva) Dormobile, unique vehicle, requires 
complete restoration $2,000. Assortment B.M.C. 
(Morris Minor, S/E Austin A30) windscreens, 
radiators and gearboxes. Reasonably Priced 06 
843 7262

1951 ROYAL ENFIELD BULLET 350CC  genuine 
English model. Good mechanicals, mag redone. 
Electrics all work. New rear tyre, current Reg 
& WOF. Very tidy condition with some spares. 
Phone Royce Baker 03 322 5529  MEM

1952 SUNBEAM TALBOT  very original, good 
running order. Reg on hold. $1,800 Phone 06 
358 2292

1953 LAND ROVER  80” for restoration. Complete, 
runs 2¼ litre Landrover engine fitted. $1500. 
Phone 03 528 4169 evenings.

1954 MK IIA SUNBEAM TALBOT  runs very well. 
Keeps up with modern traffic. Floor change. New 
hood lining, seats tidy. Reg and VIC. $8,500 ono. 
Phone Margaret or Aaron 04 586 5548 or 027 
267 8417  MEM

1956 MERCEDES BENZ 220 AND 220S  Needs 
restoration but sound original cars unused for 
25 years. Also 30 years collection of spares, both 
mechanical and body, books etc. For sale as one 
lot only. $3,000. Phone 03 453 5777 Dunedin
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1956 ROVER 75 P4  Reg & WOF Tidy original car 
$6000. Phone Tony Danenberg 03 344 2594  MEM

1960 AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE (FROG EYE)  twin 
choke Weber, extractors, great cruising car 
$25,000. Reg & WOF VCC VIN. Genuine reason 
for selling. Phone Russell 07 847 7784  MEM

1960S HILLMAN HUMBER SCEPTRE  etc gearbox 
with electric overdrive $200. Marmon car gearbox 
condition unknown, offers. 1955-56 Vauxhall 
bonnet, bootlid, grille and other chrome, good 
condition. Phone Andy Cameron 07 895 9020 
wk.  MEM

1961 DKW JUNIOR CAR  in dismantled condition. 
Many new parts. Offers wanted. Phone Vince 
Keats 06 345 8397 Wanganui  MEM

1970 ROVER 2000 TC  Leather interior, tidy classic. 
Reconditioned motor. Reg on hold $2,500 ono 
Phone 03 614 7654  MEM

ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY V -shaped radiator and 
cowl. Blue enamel badge. “Excelsior Rad. Co. 
Leeds No 81” Plate. Woodrim 4 spoke steering 
wheel Dia 43cm Rim 30mm. Offers Phone 07 
868 2742

BUICK 1926-27 PANELS  and mechanicals, 1917-
18 4 cylinder motor and gearbox complete, 1918 
radiator surround, also NOS crown wheel 2335 
10-47 USA P1265. Pinion 1335 47-10 USA 136. 
2 Ford headlight lenses 32 V8? Casco pillar 
mounted spotlight. Distributor DKH4A0. V199368 
40021/3 834 angle mounted 4 cyl. Peter Lowe 
Phone 07 862 8012  MEM

CHROME 16” METAL WHEEL TRIMS  Top quality 
low price only $49.95 per set. 4 Whitewall 
Flappers give your classic the authentic look 16” 
only $149.95 set 4. Visa etc accepted. Phone 03 
377 0029 bus. or 027 696 2965 ah

DALTON WATSON BOOKS  Currently in stock: 
Ferrari by Mainlander, Mercedes-Benz GP Cars 1934-55; 
James Dean: From passion for speed to immortality; 
Delage Styling and Design; Maserati 5000GT: A Significant 
Automobile; Ferrari – A Champion’s View by Phil Hill; 
Rolls-Royce, The Derby Phantoms. For details of these 
and over 30 pages of older titles, contact Mark 
on 04 970 4150 or markview@paradise.net.nz 

DIECAST MODELS:   We stock 1/18 scale models 
from CMC, GMP, Exoto, Carousel 1, Precision 
Miniatures, Mini Champs, Autoart and most of 
the more common brands. Over 200 different 
models available, covering from vintage to 
post war classics, sports and racing cars. Road 
and Track Gallery, 5/173 Chester Street East, 
Christchurch, Telephone 03 3664404 or email 
info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz.
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING REALLY WORKS…
Many of our advertisers have told us of the quick response they have to their advertisments in Beaded Wheels marketplace. 
Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 8,000 subscribers and members of the New Zealand Vintage Car Club every issue – our advertising is read by enthusiasts throughout the 
country and overseas. Now you can reach a broader audience by choosing to publish your advertisement in our magazine and also on our club website. Advertisements are 
listed on the internet for the length of time the issue of Beaded Wheels remains current.

Up to 40 words including phone number. Supply 
a colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for 

return of photo.

*$50 rate for VCCNZ members only, 
non-member rate $54

$50*
Text & 

colour photo.
 WANTED   FOR SALE

Tick which column  you require

Payment must accompany your advert.  Cheques should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post payment & advertisement to Marketplace, PO Box 13-140, Christchurch. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive discount rate. 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and payment for August/September issue 10 July 2006.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
*$12 rate for VCCNZ members only, 
non-member rate $16

$12*
Text only 

advertising

Tick which column  you require

Yes List my advertisement on 
the internet.

For an additional cost ($5 text only , $10 to include 
your photo) we can now publish your advertisement 
on our website. All advertisements must appear 
in Beaded Wheels. Advertisements remain on the 
internet until the release of the next issue of Beaded 
Wheels. $5 text only, additional $5 to include photo

 WANTED   FOR SALE

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 
parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built 
a New Zealand wide reputation for restoring 
worn distributors to as new performance 
and finish. All aspects of repair undertaken 
including Vacuum Advance Units. Work fully 
guaranteed. Contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall 
St, Christchurch, 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 
03 342 5677, email: barry@qualityrebuilds.com  
www: qualityrebuilds.com    MEM

6 – 12 VOLT INVERTERS, run any 12 volt accessory 
in your original 6 volt vehicle. Very simple three 
wire installation. J. Hibbs, 12 Grace Nicholls 
Grove, Riverstone Terraces, Upper Hutt, Phone 
04 528 4621 or email hibbspekay@xtra.co.nz
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FIAT 501/503  Close ratio gearbox gears. New 
counterweighted crankshaft, conrods, new oil 
pumps, crankcases line bored for shells, spin-on 
bolt-on oil filter castings (no pipes). Axles and 
diff mods etc for all Vintage or Veteran cars. Alan 
Roberts Wensum Engineering Ph 03 383 4894 
evening only email alanr@ihug.co.nz  MEM

FIVE 7.00/7.10 X 15 TYRES AND TUBES , offers. 
Phone 07 827 7766 email info@cambrianlodge.
co.nz  MEM

HENROB GAS PLANT  excellent condition, Mini 
Cooper S right hand tank, 1300 blocks, rods, 
cranks, wheels, disc brakes, 20" commercial rims 
with lock rings, new compressor tanks on axle 
with handle, Sunbeam Alpine carb and cleaner, 
Sunbeam factory workshop manual. Phone 07 
348 4227, or 021 043 7673  MEM

TheTheThe

UK-based, The Automobile is the only 
international magazine devoted exclusively to 

pre-1960 cars and commercial vehicles.

Every issue packed with articles by leading 
motoring journalists and old-car experts.

Profiles vehicles from all corners of the world, 
including New Zealand, and contains informative 

technical articles and restoration features.

The Automobile is now available on subscription 
in New Zealand at £59 for 12 issues.

◆ save $$s on the news-stand price
◆ pay by credit card
◆ delivered by airmail in the month of 

issue.
For information and a free sample copy 

contact:

Douglas Ormrod, 56 Whitehaven Road, 
Glendowie, Auckland. Ph/fax 09 575 4879

TheTheThe

MOTOR CYCLE BROCHURES:  We have just 
purchased a lovely collection of brochures, 
mainly English, covering from late 40’s through 
to early 50’s. Many rare and interesting items. 
Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz 
Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street 
East, Christchurch, Telephone 03 3664404 or 
email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz.  

MANUALS AND HANDBOOKS:  More than 800 
Handbooks and Parts Books from 1913 Cadillac 
through to the 1970’s. No matter how obscure 
your need, try us we may be able to help. 
Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz, 
Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street 
East, Christchurch, Telephone 03 366 4404 or 
email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz.  

HUBCAPS – ANY PROBLEMS CONTACT ME
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd,  Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.

Ronald Lever, 
87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South Auckland. 

Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.
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VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 389-
0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model Boat 
Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
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MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 
We can restore that faulty pump, including fuel 
resistant diaphragm. Work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality Rebuilds, 5 Fenhall St, 
Christchurch 8004. Phone/fax Barry Emms 03 
342 5677, email: barry@qualityrebuilds.com  
www: qualityrebuilds.com   MEM.

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage wood work requirements, I can 
reproduce your car’s woodwork from original 
parts, patterns and photos. Model A parts 
made to order, also Morris Traveller Van kits. 
N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau Rd, 
Marton. Phone 06 327 6164.

PENRITE OILS. We carry a full range from 
Vintage to Modern Engines. Lubricants for pre-
1984 HD motorcycles, gearbox oil for Japanese 
2 strokes. Full range of diff, steering box and 
gearbox oils. Competitive prices. Try us first. 
M.S. Coombes Ltd., 344 St. Asaph Street, Chch. 
Phone 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

SU FUEL PUMPS REBUILT, we rebuild your 
pumps 6V and 12V. We also stock a full range 
of spare parts. All work fully guaranteed. 
Contact SU Fuel Pump Services (NZ), 31 Forests 
Road, Stoke, Nelson. Ph Barry Johnson 0274 
528 178 or 03 547 0076 afterhours. Email: 
bgjohnson@xtra.co.nz

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. Contact; George Calder, 307 
Hoon Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 
5372, Fax 03 338 5482. Member.

MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE, 
all types, units bought and sold. Contact Chris 
Slater, Coil Winding Services, Hupenui RD, 
Greytown, Wairarapa. Phone/Fax 06 304 9466.

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS

FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 
CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.

We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 
rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings 

at competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES 
large stock of new and used for all types 
of vehicles from early 1900s onwards including 
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors, 
trucks. Transport book-find specialists. 
Mail, telephone and secure online orders. 
DML Manuals & Motor Books. 
www.manuals.co.nz Phone 03 614 7900. 
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape 
spokes. New beaded rims available in 
some sizes. Phone Vern Jensen 06 323 
3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, Feilding. Mem.

MODEL A.R. PARTS  4 wheels, very good 
condition, Tourer wind wings and brackets, new. 
New ring gear, 3 speedos, 2 boxes parts, sumps 
etc., plus one V8 Horn 1937? $1,000 the lot. Dave 
Craddock, 5 Cook St Havelock, Marlborough.  MEM

MOTORING BOOKS  My 30+ page stock list 
includes: Brockbank’s Grand Prix; Ferrari Tipo 166; 
Motor Year Book 1951; handbooks for Trekka and 
A60; Corvette GTP; PininFarina Master Coachbuilder; 
Sir Henry Segrave; Bugatti 57; The Magic of a Name. 
Also hundreds of copies of Motor Sport, C&SC, Old 
Motor,T&CC and Classic Bike. Full list from Mark on 
04 970 4150 or markview@paradise.net.nz

PERSONALISED PLATE “DENIS” FOR SALE  
Offers wanted. Phone Mavis 09 522 4023 
MEM

MOTOR SPORT:  New arrivals include Aston 
Martin V8 Race Cars by Chudecki, The BMC/BL 
Competitions Department by Price, Shell NZ Motor 
Racing Set of 10 1963-1972, Historic Racing Cars of NZ 
by Vercoe, Australian Grand Prix The 50 Race History, 
Mille Miglia by Lawrence. Check our website 
www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz, Wheels on Paper 
Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street East, Christchurch, 
Telephone 03 366 4404 or email info@
wheelsonpaper.co.nz.  

NEW MOTORING BOOKS:  Latest shipment 
includes Austin Healey 100 in Detail by Piggott, 
Duesenburg by Adler, Ford Model Y Henry’s Car 
for Europe by Roberts, The Morris Motor Car by 
Edwards, The Real Wolseley 1901-1926 by Painting, 
Racing the Silver Arrows by Nixon. Check our 
website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz, Wheels 
on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street East, 
Christchurch, Telephone 03 366 4404 or email 
info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz.

OLD & RARE MOTORING BOOKS:  Latest arrivals 
include The Lanchester Legacy by Clark, Lotus Eleven 
by Ortenburger, From Here to Obscurity (Model 
T) by McCalley, Original Morris Minor by Newell, 
Georges Roesch and the Invincible Talbot, by Blight, 
Lost Causes of Motoring Europe Vol 2, by Montagu.   
Check our website www.wheelsonpaper.co.nz, 
Wheels on Paper Ltd, 5/173 Chester Street 
East, Christchurch, Telephone 03 366 4404 or 
email info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz.   

WHEELS ON PAPER LTD:  Shop hours are 
Monday to Friday 11am-5pm, Saturday 10am-
4pm, otherwise by appointment. We also now 
stock a superb range of Diecast Models trading 
under the “Road and Track Gallery” name from 
our existing premises at 5/173 Chester Street, 
Christchurch, Telephone 03 366 4404 or email 
info@wheelsonpaper.co.nz. 

VINTAGE AUTOMOBILE TEXTBOOKS 1924-1927  
Volumes included: 123:Forms of Carbureters, 125 
Four-Wheel Brakes, 128:Electric Ignition – Battery 
systems, 129:Magneto Ignition Systems, 140:
Overhauling of Automobile – Engine Cylinders. 
141B:Automobile Valve repair and Bench Work, 
143:Engine Troubles – Bearings and Shafts, 
144:Chassis Overhauling and repairing, 175:
Measuring Instruments, 176:Drilling Machines 
and Practice, 178:Lathe Work – II, 186: Bench 
Work, $1600 ono Phone 021 896 486

FORD OVERHEAD CONVERSION 16 VALVE
 new pistons high dome. New gudgeons and 
rings. Twin carbs, oil pump, new big end b 
locks, modified crank shaft, valveds and sprints. 
Offers. Also lots of Model T and A parts. Phone 
06 368 3472.   MEM

1923 WILLYS OVERLAND TOURER  original 
unrestored condition, complete, driven until 
running big end some time back. Reg on hold, 
original papers, lots of spares, good rubber. 
Home alterations require cash injection and need 
the workshop space. Phone Peter 07 827 4525 or 
email doddmob@paradise.net.nz  MEM

1938 HILLMAN MINX FOR SALE.  A lot of work 
done some years ago. A very tidy car. Reg on 
hold. $4,000 ono. Phone 07 398 9984.

DODGE BROS TOURER  1926 good reliable car, 
$12,000. Ford Capri 1970 1600 Gt, used regularly, 
suit restoration $2,000. Ph 06 868 7485.  MEM

ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY 1927  15hp tourer. 
New interior, rewired with current WOF. 
$12,000. Phone Jennifer 09 435 6744
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VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201, 
page 17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size or 
made to your measurements. Phone/Fax Allan 
on 06 844 3959 or 025 469 331 to discuss 
your requirements. Allan Jones Joinery, Napier. 
Member.

 Beaded Wheels 41

1925 HUMBER 15/40 , 2.8 litre OH inlet over 
Exhaust, 4 wheel 15” brakes, 4 speed right-
hand change, 3 x new tyres, twin windscreen, 
instruction book, new hood. Excellent condition. 
5’9” overall width, 10’3” wheelbase. Phone 07 
579 1504

1948 CHEV THRIFTMASTER  for tender, 
excellent mechanical condition, Reg & WOF, 
VCC registered. Body original and unrestored 
runs and drives beautifully, totally reliable. 
Assembled new in NZ, full history known. 
Vehicle is in Wellington. Phone 04 528 4621 
evenings.  MEM

1939 BRITISH BEDFORD BXC  12 cwt Wellside 
pickup 6 cylinder. Full restoration completed 
2005. Repainted original green and black. Great 
business promotion vehicle $22,000 ono. Need 
new project. Phone 06 363 7065  MEM

PERSONALISED PLATE FOR TENDER  one 
owner from issue February 1994. Dated tenders 
to D Berry 7 Upper Whangateau Road Matakana 
RD 5 Warkworth NZ. Tender closes Friday 28 
July 2006. Highest or Lowest tender are not 
necessarily accepted.  MEM

1968 CHEVROLET MALIBU CONVERTIBLE 
 Excellent condition. 93,246 miles. Two 
owners, matching numbers, original papers, 
6 cylinder, 2 stage auto, LHD permit. 
WOF. View at Matthews Far North Vintage 
Museum, SH 10 Taipa. For further information 
phone owner 09 406 0253  MEM

1971 MGBGT , MG tartan red, black upholstery, 
carpets and trim, fully restored 2001, 1st 
place Restoration of the Year 2002, 1st place 
Concours 2003, driven regularly. A nice car for 
a caring owner-driver $16,000. Phone 07 544 
0931. Tauranga or 0274 922 972   MEM

1930 MODEL A FORD DELUXE ROADSTER  
Excellent condition, 9000 miles since restoration 
1999. Current Reg & WOF. Leather upholstery, 
12v electrics, overdrive unit, stainless bumpers, 
other extras. Phone Jan 09 534 5060 or Len 09 
532 8520 email candyjnz@hotmail.com  MEM

1910 DE DION-BOUTON MODEL CE  9hp 
Roadster  One cylinder. Professionally restored. 
Successfully completed many long rallies. 
Excellent condition and very reliable. P.O.A. 
Genuine enquiries only to Tony Gairdner phone 
09 534 9264 Mobile phone 0274 432 022 or 
email june.tony@xtra.co.nz

1952 VINCENT SERIES C AND STEIB 501  
Sidecar. Recent restoration, sale due to health 
$48,000. Phone 06 867 4628  MEM

1947 VAUXHALL 14 TYPE J,  intact but not 
running; requires substantial work. As is, 
where is (located Alexandra), highest tender 
not necessarily accepted. For enquiries, or to 
arrange inspection, phone 03 477 8359.

1942 HARLEY DAVIDSON  - $20,000.00  Also 
1943 BMW R75 - $40,000.00 For Enquiries 
contact: David Humphries daytime Hours: 03 
547 4147 or 0800 39 37 72 Cell Phone No. 027 
220 4105
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1927 CHRYSLER 72 SEDAN  I need 4 sedan doors 
any condition. I have mechanical parts for swap 
if required Phone 03 547 0444 Day 03 548 4441 
Night or 0274 383 870 Gordon Dacombe  MEM

1936 FORD V8 COUPE  in restored condition. 
Prepared to pay for a good example. Phone 
Gerald 0274 352 402  MEM

1954 MAC VELOCETTE  wanted centre stand, 
Millar regulator any condition, type 6 Amal 
carburettor. For 1925 Buick Std 6, right side 
engine splash guard, radiator mud pan, fits below 
radiator, spark plug cover wing nuts. Phone 03 
488 3776 Les.  MEM

ALBION TRUCK PARTS  Motor with two cylinder 
heads and front axle for model SB24. Phone 09 
266 920  MEM

ALLDAYS AND ONIONS 4 CYLINDER 1908  Any 
parts, steering box, running board and mudguard 
brackets, drive shaft. May be on old chassis. Brake 
and clutch levers, rear wheel hubs or with wheels. 
Write to Russell Wallace 6 Tutchen St Tauranga.

BEADED WHEELS ISSUES DECEMBER 1956 , 
December 1965, March, June September, 
December 1966. Purchase or have a few early 
issues to swap. Phone Paul Hicks 09 425 7015 or 
email hicks.family@xtra.co.nz

EXCELSIOR MOPED 1950 TO 1951  pedal gear. 
Front guard, or any unwanted 1949 to 1955. Any 
make, any condition. Phone 07 578 9304 email 
bluegum@orcon.net.nz

FIAT 505 1920S  Any mechanical parts and Sankey 
wheels to take 820 x 120 tyres. Also Humber 
9/20 mechanical spares. Anything. Phone Roy 09 
235 0917

FORD MODEL A 1930-31  4 door sedan. Phone 
Albert 06 278 6649  MEM

KINGSTON MODEL L3  BRASS CARBURETTOR as 
fitted to a cross engine Case tractor, or parts. I 
do not need the governor section. Phone Andrew 
McClintock 03 338 4049  MEM

MODEL T FORD  aftermarket Muncie gearbox. 
Veteran – early Vintage era. 2 speed, no reverse. 
The gearbox I want has Muncie cast in the 
housing. It fits in the front of the driveshaft. 
Phone Andrew McClintock 03 338 4049  MEM

NEW HUDSON MOTOR CYCLE  Any parts, projects, 
complete machine or information. Phone 03 215 
6383 evenings  MEM

REO SPEEDWAGON TRUCK WANTED  to buy 
Lindsay de Groot Phone 03 347 9929  MEM

RUDGE WHITWORTH 70  spoke 19" well base 
wheel, 48K Zenith barrel throttle carbs, Lucas 
King of the Road projector no. 986 acetylene 
headlamps; matching set of veteran priming 
cocks. Phone Paul Hicks, 09 425 7015. Or email 
hicks.family@xtra.co.nz  MEM

INSTRUMENTS  steering wheel headlight rims, 
front guards, bonnet, and top cluster gear for 
1928 chev 4 capitol truck same as ‘27 car I 
believe. Peter Lowe, phone 07 862 8012.  MEM

WANTED TO BUY
MATCHLESS SILVER HAWK AND ARROW PARTS  
Smiths PA Type speedo 120 mph right angle 
drive. Panel tank for 1938 Ariel SQ4 (restorable). 
Any American 4 cylinder motorcycle project. 
Phone 03 322 6210 or 03 322 1446 A/h 
Email alastair@ihug.co.nz

WATER RAM WANTED  Sometimes called a Water 
Jack, used to pump some water to a higher 
pressure from the impulse of the supply stream 
while wasting a portion of the water. Phone 
Rodney 09 275 5316

S W A P  M E E T S  &  R A L L I E S

Start tickling your carburettors 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE 

20th National 

Motorcycle Rally

Christchurch  •  16-18 

February 2007

Entries available from your Branch 

Secretary in July 2006

ATTENTION!!!
MOTORCYCLE 
ENTHUSIASTS

DISTRIBUTOR 
WITH 
PUSH-PULL OILER 
for 1932 Ford V8. 
Coil is bolted on top 
with three bolts as 
per photo. 
Also required, 
shark-finned Ford 
jack stamped N.S. 
or Auto Specialties 
No 236. 
Phone 06 278 6937 
or email 
ijs@xtra.co.nz
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 6*, 7, 8 OCTOBER 2006
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information, enquiries and bookings write: “Swap Meet” PO Box 5279, Christchurch
or Phone Kay 03 352-5217.  Please note: sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated.

Some EFTPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.
PUBLIC DAYS 7, 8 OCTOBER: 9am - 4:30pm. Adults $5, all accompanied school children free.

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

Admission to the swapmeet on Members Day is by 
current VCC Membership card or site holders ticket only. 

Admission for those people accompanying a VCC member is $10 per person.

*6 OCTOBER 
Member’s Day

ROTORUA VINTAGE & VETERAN CAR CLUB INC

26th Annual Central North Island Swap Meet
Rotorua Racecourse on SUNDAY July 9 2006

This event will be of interest to all collectors of Vintage, Veteran, Classic and Collectable Cars, Motorcycles, 
Hot Rods, Memorabilia, Old Car Books, Old Toys, Model Cars & Trains, and anything of a collectable or antique nature.

Selling 7.00am till 3.00pm FREE PARKING. Food, cooked breakfast and refreshments available. 

All catering and refreshments supplied by Rotorua Caterers. No other food or refreshment stalls permitted.

FURTHER DETAILS PHONE 07 333 2807  FAX 07 333 1651  Denis Burr  email  dpburr@xtra.co.nz

Admission Seller’s vehicle & driver $10      •     All others $5 per person (accompanied children FREE)

H a w k e ’ s  B a y 

HILL CLIMB 
WEEKEND
23 & 24 SEPTEMBER 2006

HAWKES BAY 
BRANCH

We once again proudly present our two sealed hillclimbs: 
Te Onepu on Saturday and Pukeora on Sunday

For more information and entry forms contact 
Hawkes Bay Vintage Car Club, 
PO Box 3406, Napier 

or Ron & Jenny Day
Phone 06 857 7938
brooklands@paradise.net.nz

IN CONJUNCTION WITH H.B. CAR CLUB

VINTAGE & VETERAN VEHICLE UK TOUR
Escorted by Trevor Carston, Departs 20 October 2006

Cost from $5,955 per person share twin plus taxes

For further details contact Selwyn Brown
Air New Zealand Travelcentre, Palmerston North
Phone 06 351 8800. Email selwyn.brown@airnz.co.nz

•  London/Brighton Rally
• Midland Motor Museum
• National Motorcycle Museum

•  Nottingham Lace Centre
• Biggleswade: Cars/Aircraft 
• Beaulieu Museum

• Haynes Motor Museum
• London Sightseeing
• Coronation Street

Plus the Heritage Motor Centre & Brooklands and many more places of interest.

HIGHLIGHTS
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O V E R S E A S 
E V E N T S

2006

June 19-24 Rambling Round Rochester – pre 1916 Vehicles, Rochester NY. 
rochesterramblin@excite.com

June 23-24 Antrim Coast Weekend - motorcycle tour Northern Ireland. 
Jack Agnew, phone 028 944 572 85 wwwvmccni.org.uk

June 28-July 2 50 Year Anniversary Rally of Royal Automobile Club of Belgium www.
rvccb.be

June 28-July 5  1 & 2 Cyl National Tour, Bundaberg, Queensland TeI 0061 7 3283 
3990 

June 30-July 7 Fourth Scarborough Vintage Bike Week, email hq@vmcc.net
July  Goodwood Festival of Speed, bookings@goodwood.co.uk  Phone 

0061 7 3283 3990
July 2 Shelsey Walsh Hill Climb, Nr Worcester, Worcestershire
July 7-9 200th Anniverary of Isambard Kingdom Brunei, at Clevedon, UK. 

Ph Cora Bringham 0044 1803 292 775
July 8-9 Festival of 1000 bikes, Vintage MC Club, Mallory Park, England. 

www.vmcc.net
July 20-26  Centenary Event, Return to Le Mans, Jim Worsley Tel 01 382 543563 
July 22-23 60th Anniversary of Cooper Cars, Prescott, England. Richard Neale. 

www.coopercars.org
July 23 Mallory Park Race Meeting, Nr Hinkley, Leicestershire
July 26-28 Silverstone Classic historic meeting. 3 day UK event. Tickets on sale 

now.
August 5-6 Prescott Hill Climb, Gotherington, Gloucester, UK Tel 0044 1608 

644777 
August 18-20 33rd Rolex Monterey Historic Automobile Races, 50th Anniversary 

Laguna Seca raceway. Pebble Beach Concours, California, USA.
August 20 33rd Rolex Monterey Historic Automobile Races, 50th Anniversary 

Laguna Sec Raceway, Pebble Beach Concours – California, USA.
August 20 de Havilland Moth International Picnic – Woburn Abbey, Bedfordshire.
August 26-Sept 3 34th Manx Rally, Vintage Motor Cycle Club, www.vmccmanrally.

co.uk
August 27-Sept 3 Vintage Golden Oldies Tour, vehicles 1919-1930, Victoria. John 

Davis, PO Box 802 Kyneton, 3444 Vic, Phone/fax 0061 3 5422 3570, 
entries close 31 May.

September 1-3 The Snail Trail - 1 & 2 cyl veterans, Salisbury UK. Andrew Getley, 16 
Charter Court, Salisbury SPI 2LH phone 0044 1722 415531

September 5-7 Centenary of Lancia Company, Turin, Italy
September 9-10 Beaulieu Autojumble, England, phone 0044 1590 614654
September 9-16 50th Anniversary Rally of Veteran Car Club of Australia (Qld), at Miles 

Qld. Peter Arnold phone 0061 2363 6914.
September 21-24 Donington Park Races, VSCC, Leicestershire. 100 years of Grand Prix 

racing, www.see-red.uk.com
Sept 29-Oct 9 Veteran Motoring Fest, Argentina. 2 Events – Pampa Run and Recoleta to 

Tigre. www.veteranfest.com.ar
Sept 29-Oct 2 VSCC of Australia, annual George Green Rally. David Stuart phone 9605 

9792 www.vscca.org.au
October 2-6 Model T Ford tour, Warwick, Queensland, Doug Partington. Phone 

0061 7 4666 3801. classic@halenet.com.au
October 4-7  Hershey Swap Meet, Pennsylvania, USA 
November 3-5  London to Brighton weekend 
November 9-12 Zephyrhills Fall Autofest, Zephyrhills Florida, car corral, swapmeet, 

auction, Vintage autoracing. www.zephyrhillsfestivals.com.
November 18-19  Bendigo Swap Meet, Victoria 2007 TEA 

2007
Jan 25 - Feb 4 Melbourne Federation Tour, all historic vehicles. pbgabe@

netspace.net.au. Peter Gabe phone 0061 3 9558 318

A small selection of significant one-off and major annual events have been 
garnered from a variety of sources as a guide. Readers are urged to check the 
date of any event with organisers before making plans to attend. 
A much more extensive list is available by country and period from Rob 
Knight, 48 Fairview Avenue, Feilding. Tel 06 323 3104 or fax 06 323 3102. 

• Entrants will be responsible for arranging own accommodation. 
We suggest that this is not left to the last minute.

• Expression of interest can be forwarded to listed contacts.

• Entry form will be forwarded to all South Island Branch secretaries, 
when ready, and to those who have expressed an interest in 
attending.

• Prize Giving Dinner and Rally routes will start and finish on outskirts 
of Mosgiel. All other activities centred in Dunedin..

RALLY HEADQUARTERS  Forbury Park Raceway, Victoria Road, Dunedin

REGISTRAR

Denis Johnson
Phone 03 476 2923
Fax 03 476 3923
Email denis.johnson@clear.net.nz

RALLY SECRETARY

Marion McConachie
PO Box 5352,
Dunedin
Phone/Fax 03 453 0404
Email bmmcconachie@xtra.co.nz

April 6 - 9 2007
Hosted by

OTAGO BRANCH 
VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND
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PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, christchurch
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Listings for over 800 models

FREE  If you are into any restoration of any type  
Cars – Bikes – Boat – Aircraft – Trucks – 
Farm Machinery – Industrial Airconditioning 
– Refrigeration – Boiler or most anything.  

You must order one of our NEW CATALOGUES NOW.

Marketed by PPC NZ Ltd
Phone 0800 42 82 82

NAVITE air equip
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VINTAGE
TE PUKE 

A UTO BARN
Where older cars are seen and loved.

The fascinating history of motoring that you 
can appreciate up close.

Phone 07 573 6547
Te Puke - Rotorua Highway (next to Kiwifruit Country)

RD9, Te Puke, New Zealand
visit our website

www.vintagecars.nzhere.com

IN VOGUE
40 Rosemont Road, Waihi

SH2 (Coromandel Gateway) 
Opposite Waihi Post Office (Tauranga Road)

Stan & Kathy Blackmore-Palmer welcome you 
to visit their wide range of Vintage (& new) ladies and 

gents clothing plus all accessories
DRESSES• FURS• HATS• GLOVES•  JEWELLERY… 

Open Tuesday to Friday (Mondays until Easter) 10-4
Saturday 10-1, Sunday groups by appointment

Open most holidays but please phone first.

Come and be inspired!

Phone 07 863 9366  Mobile 021 146 5525
www.invogue.co.nz  email invogue@clear.net.nz

Lost Wax Process Mould Making
Having trouble getting parts?

We are now able to reproduce Vintage car parts using 
highly accurate lost wax casting method. 

For all your non-ferrous casting requirements.

castaway

Phone/fax 04 973 3615  Mob  027 476 3616 
castaway@paradise.net.nz

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS   TACHOS    GAUGES   CLOCKS  CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz  360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ.  Phone Fax 03 366 9554
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Ashburton Lindsay Olsen & Roger Hart
Success for Rod Begbie is about two hectares of the Club’s 

grounds crammed with 350 sites, piles of “treasures”, enthusiastic 
sellers and about 4,000 people through the gates. Plus weather to 
match. All of which he got for what turned out to be our biggest 
ever Swap Meet. 

This was a notable launch of the local Wheels Week with 
many of those present joining the next day’s Ashburton Plains 
Rotary classic car run. The 200 cars finished at our local airport, 
resplendent with about forty light aircraft on the ground and not 
forgetting the excellent Aviation Museum complete with Harrier 
jump-jet.

Around local garages things are happening - Ted Allen’s 
Chevrolet Coupe is on the road and he already has his next 
project lined up, a Jewett Tourer. David Oakley is tidying up a 
Triumph 2.5 PI and has acquired an Austin 12/4. (Immortalised in 
children’s books as “Gumdrop”)

McDonald’s Jowett received lots of applause from waiting 
passengers as it climbed the steep ramp to the upper deck of the 
Bluebridge ferry on its return from a national Jowett Rally. While 
Club Chairman Jim Lawton was startled to find out the cost to 
have wheels made for his International truck. 

Les Bennett has officially retired. Asked if the Veteran Dodge 
in his shed will be worked on evoked the normal Les response 
“neither confirm or deny!” We reckon it will happen because 
Marie is very, very likely to insist Les “retire” to the shed.

Ian Nicholson has been getting on with the full restoration of 
his early Austin 7. Serious stuff this, with mudguards and bonnet 
in the bedroom, and radiator shell under the bed! Then Donald 
and Carol Williamson are getting really cosy on events these days 
– its pretty snug in their neat Austin 7 Special! 

Vern Ellis decided to give wife Phil what he thought was the 
ultimate birthday present recently - a 1911 Renault. Gather this 
was very well received, although a Veteran Model T may have 
been even more so. Russ Haines had a deserved mention in 
“Classic Car” for his efforts driving the Frangapelli (towed down 
by the Customline, this duo looked the part at the Southern 
Festival of Speed.

With the Series 1 Land Rover complete, Steve Gielingh has 
the bug! With enough bits and pieces left over to start another he 
has been tracking more down but perhaps needs an army refresher 
course in map-reading skills to find these. Meanwhile George 
Aitken’s garage doors are firmly closed. We wonder, about the new 
Minor convertible, if George made a break-through in his alterna-
tive fuel experiments and will this indeed be a diesel Minor? 

New Members: Murray Nelson–1963 Daimler V8, Peter 
Vincent–1947 Morris Series E, Robert and Karen Bell–1965 Ford 
Mustang and Colin and Cathy Sweetman with their six vehicles 
- Morris, Rover cars and Austin P/U.

Auckland John Stokes
The branch extends its condolences to Royce Hanna’s family 

upon his untimely 
passing. Royce 
joined the club in 
the mid sixties and 
served Northland 
Branch until the 
late eighties when he 
moved to Auckland. 
Royce’s vehicles 
were a 1926 Chrysler 
70, A Fiat 501 and a 
1928 Chevrolet Four 
sedan. In recent 

Sightseers on the “Eyefull Tower” while three trains 
wait below.
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Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

custom printed t-shirts and clothing

www.AtomApparel.co.nz/beaded

Design your own team, club 
group or event clothing using 
our online clothing designer

Get noticed by the people 
that matter with high quality 
personalized clothing from 

Atom Apparel.

T-shirts, female fitted t-shirts, 
hoodies, polo shirts, jackets, 

vests, stickers, coasters, 
mousemats, glassware, gift 

items and more.

You can reach your customers quickly and cheaply by 
advertising in the Beaded Wheels Trade directory. 
From only $55 per issue your full colour advert will be 
seen by over 8,000 readers and motoring enthusiasts 
every issue. 

To find out more contact 
Rosalie Brown at Beaded Wheels, 
phone 03 332 3531 or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Deadline for August/September issue 10 July

affordable effective 
advertising
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times Royce served on our committee and 
did a year as Club Captain.

Motorcycles: Don Green took the Cecil 
Light motorcycle restoration trophy with 
his 1968 Norton Commando and Ian Hyde 
came second with a 1960 BSA C15. Ron 
Fey has brought a 1950 BSA Gold Flash and 
chair ex Bob Coggan. Our members were 
well represented assisting at the Pukekohe 
Classic races. The Vintage section of the 
Red Eye Rooster Rally run in conjunction 
with the Classic weekend was won by Paul 
Tomlin on a 1925 Harley-Davidson and chair 
while Peter Alderdice took second place on 
a 1926 version of the winning bike. A new 
motorcycle member is Stephen Hendriksen 
with a 1967 BSA A65 Lightning.

Veteran: Auckland has secured the 2007 
National Veteran Rally, this will be held 
in the Franklin area thus sparing provin-
cial entrants the full force of Jaffaland. 
A headquarters has been obtained and a 
couple of motels pencil booked. Top marks 
to Bill Shears for entering and successfully 
completing Eastern Bay of Plenty’s 100+ 
miles East Coast Rally in his 1917 Moon. 
Bruce and Wilma Madgwick have sold the 
1908 De Dion Bouton AV twin cylinder to 
the Matakana area. Mark Ball has acquired 
the ex-Les Keys 1917 Studebaker. Fifteen 
entrants started in our Veteran Rally which 
was won overall by David Oliver in his 1914 
Model T Ford, Bruce and Wilma Madgwick 
won the other trophy in their 1913 Fabrique 
National.

Vintage: Sue Olsen has sold her 
1930 DD Dodge to the Smith family in 
Blenheim, while Paul and Jodi Tomlins 
1928 Plymouth has gone back up north. 
The weather conspired against Paul and 
Carol Fussey’s Vintage Muster, however 28 
of the 32 entrants faced the starter for a 
well plotted run in South Auckland and 
Franklin, finishing at a water garden in 
Patumahoe. Heroes were Norm and Pat 
Dewhurst and grandchildren in the 1925 
rear wheel braked Essex, they won the slow 
class. Also present were Dudley and Fay 
Kitson in the 1920 Sunbeam on rear wheel 
brakes and skinny tyres. Macho couple, 
Stephen and Tracy Winterbottom kept 
the hood down in the 1928 Sunbeam and 
Brian and Kaye Sole won overall in their 
1929 Model A Ford. Eddie Kelly and family 
were also motoring their 1925 Studebaker 
Duplex, the first time I have seen this car 
out since Eddie bought it.

PV PWV P60V: Paul and Carol Fussey 
won the North Shore branch Northern Raid 
in their MGA. Brian Barclay has brought 
Kevin Scurr’s 1934 Plymouth Coupe. New 
P60V members are Nick and Joy Rogers 
with a stable of 1966-’73 Rovers

Library: This has been very much 
enhanced by the purchase of several grands 
worth of moveable shelving which has 
dramatically increased the storage capacity 
of the recent addition. Barry Robert and his 
Thursday Group have done sterling work 
here reorganising things and the Wood, 
Poole, Johnston, Kelly spares group have 
helped expand the library overflow area in 
our barn.

Bay of Plenty Jim Webb
Bay of Plenty’s Last of the Summer Days 

Weekend Away was from 17–19 March. 
Fifty Vintage car enthusiasts set off via the 
Kaimais to Te Aroha and Thames over hills 
valleys and dales to the old gold mining 
town of Coromandel, now a busy tourist 
attraction venue for a three day visit. 

The highlight of this out-of-town 
weekend was the Driving Creek Railway 
and brick works, world renowned for its 
“EyeFull Tower” and the viewing it gives. 
Forty-two seats were booked for our club and 
two small trains pulled out amid cheers and 
applause as we shot into tunnels and over 
steel bridges, through cuttings up to a final 
height of 165 metres. The panoramic view 
was superb with a commentary to point 
out interesting features. We give thanks to 
Derek Winterbottom and Paul Beck and 
company who have even been asked to 
repeat the programme at another venue 
when the clocks go back same time next 
year. Thank you too for the fine showing of 
Vintage to not-so-old vehicles. 

On 22 March 20 cars and 60 Vintage 
folk turned up for our mid week outing at 
McLarons’ Falls for morning tea, then on 
to our President, Clive Taylor’s new, small 
ranch on Omanawa Falls Road. Here we 
lunched amid beautiful green pastures with 
horses for courses and paddocks for parking. 
Val, Clive’s wife, explained to us all about 

the friendly horses and neat stables where 
they are housed. A truly beautiful setting 
where some doubtful weather turned into a 
bright sunny autumn day. Thank you Clive 
and Val for your hospitality and friendliness 
towards us all. 

For this year’s Trial Trophy on March 
26th a one hundred mile rally began at 
the Petanque Clubrooms with 20 cars 
lined up for a full days motoring organised 
and planned by Allan and Helen Watson 
and Rod and Delwyn McCallum. All cars 
headed Waihi way to lunch at the Bridge 
Club, where rain intervened, but failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm when brains were 
kept active after lunch with straight line 
navigation through Kati Kati and on to 
Omokoroa. New members Dave and Nola 
Joblin were prominent with their newly 
acquired 1954 Alvis and this was a severe 
test for anyone new. Of course the heavy 
rain didn’t help this occasion. Many thanks 

idletorque

Massive crowds of Cantabrians were drawn to 
Rangiora to enjoy the sights and sounds of a record 
breaking group of steam enthusiasts.

bw280.indd   47bw280.indd   47 10/10/2007   12:36:53 PM10/10/2007   12:36:53 PM



idletorque

to the Watsons and to the McCallums where 
the day terminated at the latter’s home at 
Whakamaramara, where a display of inter-
esting cars. The day was well planned and 
carried out in adverse conditions. 

Morning tea for the April 19 Rally was 
booked at Carruth Day centre to give the 
elderly there an outing in old cars. Numbers 
of club members who turned up were a little 
disappointing but it was decided to drive the 
people around locally: small mileage and 
the theme was, “Help your neighbour with 
a petrol saver.” Apart from a few comments 
like, “I hope you’ll get me back in time for 
lunch,” they loved every minute of it. New 
building sites, new high rises, full high tide 
and a sunny day made a very happy hour for 
these old folk. 

A Competitive Run for three trophies 
was planned for April 23, by Julian Webb 
and Jocelyn. There was concours judging 
first and 16 cars lined up for this. A great 
deal of effort went into arranging this 
important rally and the instructions stipu-
lated, ‘some signs on the right but all clues 
on the left’! We all looked right and we all 
looked left at certain house numbers but 
this left us clueless, to say the least! The 
lunch stop was at Bethlehem Hall and then 
off again after an hour’s break with a new 
question list, much more relentless, as our 
organizers warned it would be before we 
set out. There wasn’t a big mileage but it 
was question packed until we arrived back 
at our club rooms, for afternoon tea and a 
little chat. No one got lost but some were a 
little amazed. We thank the two Js for their 
efforts and for their clever repartee.

‘The entrants are so willing but the petrol 
price is killing!’

Canterbury Tony Becker
Lots of activity to cover this month. First 

up, the Boot Fair and National Executive 
Meeting, held the same day at Cutler Park. 
Both went smoothly I am told! Also in 
March, Peter Barnett’s 39 entrants in the 
Rear Wheel Brake Rally travelled from 
Yaldhurst Museum to Gunyah Country 
Lodge with vehicles ranging in age from 
1905 to 1927. The day ended convivially 
with an evening meal at Hororata Hotel. 
The Annual Commercial Rally enjoyed 
perfect weather for their March event. Thirty 
various vehicles took part followed by a well 
attended Dinner. Winners were - Bennetts 

Trophy, Dave Cooper, 2nd Bruce Ackroyd, 
3rd Ron & Colleen Sew Hoy. Brass Trophy 
– Dave Cooper, 2nd Terry Chappell, 3rd 
Garry Young. Albert Anderson Memorial 
Trophy – Myra Saunders. The Veteran 
‘London to Brighton’ Run deserved better 
support than was the case. Veteran Section 
missed a highly interesting day set up by 
Bob and Andree Hayes. Better support 
for the Jim Toohey Motorcycle Run with 
around 35 starters. Significantly, both days 
were out-of-the-box which greatly enhanced 
the fun factor for starters who made their 
way to Westport via Arthurs Pass and the 
Coast Road. With just one failure en route, 
perhaps the fine days made bikes feel better 
too? April Fool’s day and it was off to 
Winchester Swap meet for the annual pick-
over of ‘essential’ parts. South Canterbury 
turned on a pearler too! Saturday 8 April 
marked the P-Group Rally, a popular event. 
This year 65 vehicles were entered. Mapped 
out by Convenor Sally Kirk assisted by Bob 
Humm, the run travelled west to end at 
Kowhai Domain where lunch was followed 
by field tests in nice conditions. Next 
on the April calendar, the 9-90s outing, 
caving for the second month in a row. But 
this one was awesome! Behind a distinc-
tive yellow Mexican-style home, near the 
cave at Redcliffs, a discreet entry opens 
into a cavern large enough to hold about 
500 people. Lit by 300 candles along its 
lava walls, were displayed several barrels, 
cartwheels and the like. These supported a 
collection of rare wine bottles, appropriately 
dusty. Weddings and lavish parties for up to 
120 guests have graced the cave. We learned 
that it was first found in 1926. It reaches a 
kilometre under the solid volcanic lava cliffs 
with a labyrinth of chambers accessed via 
small tunnels. Amazing place! The Autumn 
Run was held just three days later, attracting 
35 entries. This year, the tour ended at 
Selwyn Huts on yet another balmy April 
day. Finally, a big weekend for Rangiora was 
the record breaking gathering of about 60 
steam traction engines, plus a steam-DC 
powered carousel and more coal-smoke than 
we’ve seen in Canterbury for quite a while!

Eastern Bay of Plenty Joy Growden
On 16 March, eight cars visited 

Pohutukawa Day Centre for the elderly and 
took them for a ride through town to the 

Heads and back to the Centre for a cup of 
tea, which was enjoyed by all. 

Our East Coast/Miss Ainsworth Rally 
was held on 1 April. It was no April Fool 
and attracted 36 entrants. The rally was 
plotted by Fergus King and his daughter 
Sam and they did a very good job giving us 
a mixture of road surfaces and nice scenery 
through the back blocks of Whakatane, 
Ruatoki, Waimana and Waiotahi in the 
morning. We were served a nice lunch at the 
Waiotahi Hall. After lunch was a short timed 
section then around part of the Ohiwa Spit 
overlooking the water and then up Stanley 
Road where, unfortunately, Fulton Hogan 
had decided to lay some metal (big rocks 
for the low cars) so it was dodge the rocks, 
graders and trucks to add to the task. We 
were lucky with the weather as the rain held 
off until Sunday. The Overall winners were 
Denis and Pat Burr from Rotorua and the 
Rotorua Club took out the Teams Trophy.
Other Results:
Vintage
1st Dennis & Pat Burr – Rotorua
2nd Barry & Tessa Keene – EBOP
3rd George & Maureen Bond – EBOP
Post Vintage
1st Doug & Doreen Green – Rotorua
2nd Bill & Dorothy Clouston – Rotorua
3rd John & Shirley Foot – Waikato
Post War:
1st Joe & Lorraine Bruntlett – Waikato
2nd John & Jean Bayley – Waikato
3rd Steve & Joy Growden – EBOP
Post 60
1st Cliff & Shona Wickham – Rotorua
2nd Warren & Joyce Duggan – BOP
3rd Les & Thelma Forward – EBOP
Commercial. 
1st Phil Menzie & Gai Ami – Rotorua
2nd Rob & Dale Watchorn – EBOP

At the prize Giving Dinner Lorolie 
Pollard was presented with her 25 year 
Badge and made a Life Member for all her  
dedication and services, even though she 
has never had a car.

Far North Dave Duirs 
To cap off the trip south to Invercargill 

for the Vero Jubilee Rally, the Far North 
contingent was joined by other members for 
a run up to Cape Reinga on a perfect, sunny, 
windless day. The last 20kms through Te 
Paki station is still gravel and dusty, but the 
light house, sitting on the point at the end 
of a very smart new path and surrounded by 
a new stone wall and paving, was stunning. 

48  Beaded Wheels

The Far North Vero rally team at Cape ReingaFar North team at Tapotupotu bay
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From here we took the steep road down to 
Tapotupotu Bay to picnic under the trees 
on the beach where the sandflies were on 
strike which was great!

Some of us then ventured out to Paua 
in the Parengarenga harbour off Great 
Exhibition Bay (until recently source of 
white sand for glass manufacturing), to 
check up on some historical details re an 
old church and wharf. An unfriendly dog 
prevented us venturing too far, but this is a 
magic spot which must have many a tale to 
tell of early settlement and shipping. A pit 
stop for massive ice creams at Te Kao slowed 
the way home!

Our Brian Parker Memorial rally, well 
prepared by the Clarks and Parkers, had 
20 plus vehicles of all Vintages meet at 
Kaikohe, somewhat dampened by rain from 
what was a blue sky only minutes before. 
Our instructions included silent checks, 
quiz and observation and matching of 
photographs as we wended our way north 
through the large Landcorp blocks over wet, 
muddy roads to Taheke and then through 
tiger country to the old Horeke settlement 
on the Hokianga harbour (interesting how 
some of these places are now slowly getting 
tidied up again). Then back to SH1 up to 
Mangamuka Bridge and twist along to the 
Broadwood rugby club for a picnic lunch 
gathering as the sun came out to bake 
the mud on the dirty cars! Over the hills 
and through the forests we went through 
Takahue, across SH1 again and into the 
gravel of Victoria / Peria valley, Oruru and 
back to the clubrooms to lick a few break 
down wounds, tell a few lies, cook a few 
spuds and enjoy a great Far North dinner 
with a laugh or three. The victors were 
Merril and Peter Harris followed by Laurie 
Voight and Peg and Dave Hills next.

With the great support we are getting, 
the club rooms are bursting at the seams so 
there is an expansion plan afoot. Planned 
working bees will offer an opportunity to 
bring out the hammer and saws for those 
wanting to enjoy some Vintage speak and 
to meet some of our many new members.

While all this socializing is going on we 
have several members who have restoration 
or tidy up projects on the go and it’s great 
to see the variety and age of vehicles in our 
monthly runs

Happy winter motoring

Gisborne Rodney Clague
Our March run was held on a gloomy 

day which worsened to heavy rain as the 
day progressed. The run organizers for the 
2007 North Island Easter Rally being held 
here from 6-9 April sent us out to check 
over the plans for the long run, and very 
interesting it was too! All runs are expected 
to end at a common venue for lunch, with 
varying routes to take them back home. A 

debriefing will be held at which observa-
tions will be aired and perhaps used in the 
final notes.

Gisborne was host over the Easter 
weekend to the Ford Model A Easter Rally 
and the Ford Zephyr Easter Rally, both of 
which enjoyed good weather.. Our Gisborne 
branch provided tea on the Friday and 
Saturday nights for the Model As, and both 
groups had tea at the Cosmopolitan Club 
on the Sunday night.

On the restoration scene Mark Dunn 
and Gavin Bartlett continue to work on 
their Model A projects, Brian Butler’s 
Model A Van has been for a jaunt down the 
road and is just about ready for its WOF test 
and vinning, and Tony Notting is quietly 
working on his Morris 8 Sports.

The parts shed has had what is thought 
to be a circa 1916-17 Overland motor 
delivered to them recently, and the Fiat 
Coupe referred to in these notes a few issues 
back has found a new home. Any queries 
ring Terry on 06 868 4480

Gore  Raewyn Dodds
As I write this report we are experi-

encing the most perfect autumn. Long may 
it continue. Every run we have held lately 
we have had sunshine. Electricity-wise we 
could regret this in winter! What a good 
excuse to get together in one place for a 
VCC run and proverbial pot-luck tea.

We are certainly on the right track with 
our 40th Birthday weekend in June. Our 
Birthday committee have things well in-
hand with a get-together on Friday 23 at the 
Clubrooms, a Run and lots more time for 
cuppas and catch-ups on Saturday 24. With 
so many already booked in we are moving 
over the road to the Croydon Lodge for our 
Birthday Dinner at night. Sunday 25 it is 
back to the Clubrooms for goodbyes. It has 
been really interesting for us ‘new’ members 
hearing memories being shared already 
about earlier runs and activities used for 
fund-raising for our wonderful clubrooms 
and grounds. I can only wonder at the 
stories that will be told over the weekend. 
It will be a great weekend for both old and 
new members. Marilyn Proctor will still 
accept late bookings (space available, of 
course) so don’t delay – contact her now 
via email or phone 03 208 4768 / murray-
proctor@xtra.co.nz

Our Swap meet was a great success, 
thanks to all who attended selling and 
buying. Many had travelled from far and 
wide to attend.

The Frank Robson Run for Veteran and 
Vintage Cars and the Clearwater Capers 
for all others were held in March with a 
good turnout. We even had the late Frank 
Robsons’ daughter come down to the Royal 
Hotel, our finishing point, and present the 

trophy to its winner, Paul Herron who now 
owns and was driving her dad’s Model T.

April had members who were not 
attending the Arrowtown Autumn Festival 
Run, motoring over to Western Southland 
for a look around an amazing collection of 
everything – railway jiggers to telephones, 
beer cans to oil cans, lots of well ordered 
and presented photos of past happenings 
plus a couple of cars (of course) and a few 
tractors.

May will see the Ladies taking control 
of the wheel on Mothers Day, for an 
outing organized by last years winner, 
Mary Tremaine. This event is always 
enjoyed by those who attend, both male 
and female. Hopefully by our next report 
we will have had enough rain to relieve 
the power crisis. As long as it remembers 
to stop when there is enough water!
Enjoy your motoring, we will be down here.

Hawke’s Bay Rod McKenzie
Hawke’s Bay members returned from the 

Vero Rally happy with their holidays and 
time away spent playing with their toys.

Around 270 vehicles entered the Hawke’s 
Bay Art Deco Rally and people once 
again had a wonderful time in the superb 
Hawke’s Bay summer. The whole weekend 
is becoming an icon event for the area and 
this year, being the 75th anniversary of the 
1931 earthquake was memorable, as many 
vehicles joined the parades in Wairoa and 
Waipukurau.

Wayne Richards put on a Running board 
run in March where all entrants needed 
running boards on their cars. An overnight 
stay in tents and in a shearers quarters 
made for a great night. A tour over back 
country roads made for some interesting 
miles including a run down the beach.

Our members have been to events out of 
the area and a few ventured to Taranaki via 
back country roads to attend the Maunga 
Moana event.

Several members are working on Veteran 
Ford T’s at present, so we are looking 
forward to more entrants for the Veteran 
rally later in the year. Some new ideas for 
running the rally this year will keep our 
entrants amused.

The Annual Safari at Labour weekend 
will go to Taupo this year and promises to 
be a lot of fun.

Horowhenua Peter Nightingale
The weather shone on the 25th Ted 

Green Motor Cycle Rally which Alton 
Harrison organized. 15 entrants participated 
and toured north of Levin. The lunch stop 
was in Shannon at Dave Ellwoods, a motor 
cycle enthusiast who also had stationary 
motors. Ted Green was a former member, 
quite a character and before retirement a 
ships engineer. He was well known locally. 
The trophy is a large chromed “plate” 
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formerly a table top and was won by John 
Viner. The late Ted Jarvis had presented it 
in Ted Greens memory.

The March Sunday run explored the 
country between Levin and Bulls and ended 
at the Bulls classic model car display. This 
collection is up for sale and almost half had 
been sold at this stage.

The next weekend was our annual swap 
meet and was held on another fine day. 
This year all the stall holders were parked 
around the oval inside the fence at the 
AP&I showgrounds, an arrangement that 
seemed to suit all who attended. Around 
100 stalls were set up and a good selection 
of Vintage and Veteran parts was there.

The Levin Borough Centenary was 
celebrated over the weekend of the 31 
March - 2 April. Local members and some 
from neighbouring branches participated in 
the main street (SH1) park up on Friday 31 
with 56 cars and trucks and six motorbikes 
on display. Thanks to all that supported us. 
A great show with all the local shopkeepers 
dressed up as well. A very good report and 
some say that it was the biggest crowd seen 
in town. The public also dressed up as well 
as the vehicle owners. Vintage car members 
also set up an historic house and display 
which over 4,000 of the public visited over a 
four day period .

Local members also took part in the 
Centennial night parade and two weeks 
later displayed their cars at the Horowhenua 
Balloon Festival and enjoyed a barbeque 
there.

Clubrooms building plans are all on track 
and making progress.

Manawatu Robyn Corpe
The trip to Invercargill was enjoyed by 

many members and Tourer reports from 
Dave Livingston, Brian McPherson and 
Trev Hardy were enjoyed by those not able 
to attend the Vero Rally. It was a great 
success for most of our members but two 
members had a disappointing start. Dave 
and Liz Livingston’s 1927 Paige and Brian 
and Deidre McPherson’s Morris 8 ute were 
not quite ready but we know we will see 
them out soon in perfect working order. 
The skit show produced by Caroline Noaro 
was a fantastic success. The script was read 
by Allan Hardacre and presented by Gerald 
White. The members not attending the 
rally will be seeing this shortly on video. 
Well done Invercargill - it was great Rally!

There was only change at the AGM. 
Committee member Chris Duffy, who 
has gone to Wellington, was replaced by 
Bruce Lambie. Bruce and Ingrid own a 1977 
Chrysler. With 220 members the club has 
enjoyed a good year with many activities.

The Chairman thanked 30 local cars 
who turned up for the 125th anniversary 
celebrations at Pahiatua. This was a great 

day out with some interesting machinery 
to look at.

A big clean up in the garden and the 
parts shed is planned. There are bound to 
be lots of bargains in the over crowded parts 
sheds - not one shed but several!

Marlborough John White
How the months whiz by. Seems only 

yesterday I typed up the last lot of notes.
Early March there was the usual scramble 

by members to check their cars through the 
friendly local vehicle testing station who 
kindly arrange a special Saturday every six 
months for club members to undertake this 
check. It’s almost like a club outing and you 
actually see many cars which do not turn up 
at club rallies.

We were invited to join the Nelson 
Branch members on 16 April at Pelorus 
Bridge for a picnic lunch. Must have been 
a misunderstanding somewhere because a 
local member who went said that no Nelson 
members turned up. Probably because it was 
Easter?

On 9 April we were invited by David 
Bruce, branch Club Captain, to join him 
and his wife Judith in a visit to an Olive 
Grove and a Vineyard at Ward. It was a fine 
day with a bit of wind when we arrived and 
were entertained with a very interesting 
lecture on how to grow olives and develop 
the by-products of this fruit. The same 
must be said for our hosts in the vineyard 
where we were able to sample the different 
tastes of the grape on the vine immediately 
prior to harvest and then, of more interest 
for some, sample some of the by-product 
varieties. We then trekked into Ward and 
had a nice lunch at a newly established café 
named The Old Ward Garage Café. This 
establishment had installed a small theatre 
on the premises with a short video illus-
trating a local crayfish industry together 
with a few items of local interest. We then 
joined David and Judith for a cuppa at their 
lovely rural farm property. Altogether a 
quite interesting day.

On Sunday 23 April, our motorcycle 
section was invited to join the local Ulysses 
club on a fund raising run from Havelock 
to Blenheim with a stop in Renwick to pick 

up slower Vintage and low performance 
machines. Sadly on the day it rained so 
yours truly chickened out and went down to 
the meeting place in Renwick in his modern 
vehicle. I was surprised at the number of 
brave Vintage souls who turned up with not 
one complaint about the weather. This no 
doubt was because the donations were to be 
given to the Rescue Helicopter service.

Local branch member Graham Edwards 
is currently restoring an interesting 1936 
Chevrolet with an intact history briefly 
described hereunder in his words.

Members in the Gisborne area may 
recognise this vehicle which was trans-
ferred to the local NZ Govt Dept of Health 
in June 1949 from the Police Department 
in Wellington, the original purchasers in 
September 1936.

It remained in the Gisborne area until 
the present owner, Graham, purchased it 
from Ivan English in May 2001 with the 
intention of restoring it to its original speci-
fication.

This Chevrolet is described as a 1936 
Master Delux Sport sedan and is the 
first year for these vehicles to have “Juice 
brakes.”

Restoration has been delayed firstly 
because it was found to have a badly 
cracked and rusted front cross member 
on which the “Debonaire” (knee action) 
independent front suspension is mounted. 
A good replacement has since been located 
and is about to be installed.

Further delays have followed through 
shifting house a couple of times but it is 
now prepared for a more concerted effort in 
the near future.

When collected and driven from 
Gisborne to Blenheim it was found to be 
complete and very original even to the 
paintwork and should prove to be a relatively 
easy restoration. Many new and good used 
parts have been found including an original 
radio and heater in good working order 
and numerous new gearbox and steering 
parts as well as gaskets and original velour 
upholstery material. Just a little body cancer 
in the usual places to eliminate and it will 
be like new.

Nelson  June Campbell
A welcome to Lindsay Wogan (Brough 

Superior) who has transferred from Banks 
Peninsula Branch, Founder member John 
Hurley and Kathryn (1913 KRIT, 1944 
Willys MB 4x4 jeep) who has renewed his 
membership with the Club and new member 
Barry and Janet Galbraith 1961 Ford Prefect 
and 1970 Bedford J1 truck.

The John White Trophy for the 
Restoration of the Year was won by Carolyn 
and Ray Maguire with their 1929 Ford Model 
A Sport Coupe, as usual the standards were 
very high and it was a close vote. The 

idletorque

Marlborough branch member Graham Edwards 
1936 Chevrolet.
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Maguires scooped the pool as they also won 
the Gymkhana event on the same day.

On our March Club night, Brian Pratt 
shared some of his interesting experiences 
from his trip to England to celebrate 100 
years of the Singer Car Co. 

Our motorcycle enthusiasts have met up 
with Marlborough and Wellington fellow 
cyclists and added a few more miles to their 
speedos. Maybe we should all be looking 
at motorcycles in the wake of all the fuel 
hikes, just imagine 250 bikes in convoy on 
our Nelson roads!

The West Coast Scenicland Rally 
attracted seven vehicles from Nelson. 
As usual, a very popular event with 
mainlanders, 80 odd vehicles registered 
and this just a few weeks after the Vero 
Rally. Gravel roads through native bush 
with the odd bandit (or 3) thrown in for 
good measure. Our Coast friends can always 
come up with something novel.

For our April club night we were privi-
leged to hear, first-hand, “Tales from the 
Outback” from Club members Dave and 
Nancy Stuart who have spent the last five-
six winters travelling the Australian outback 
with their 4WD and purpose-built caravan.  
We were also able to wish Joint Club Patron 
Ken Ivory a happy 80th birthday.

Several members travelled down to 
Murchison for an Easy Easter Expedition, 
two days were spent travelling through the 
Nelson lakes National Park and the Maruia 
Saddle as well as taking in some scenic 
walks, etc. For those who spent Easter at 
home a Club run to Pelorus to meet up with 
Marlborough Branch members saw about 40 
people share a picnic lunch and throw ideas 
around for future joint meetings.

Otago  Arthur Bennett
While driving around the Taieri Plains 

on a Sunday morning and commenting 
to my passenger that the Taieri River was 
very low and the Silverstream looked like 
a tap was dripping into it, we saw that a 
new area of land had been opened up for 
the lifestyle blocks on a flood-prone part of 
the Taieri. On Tuesday night the rains came 
and on Wednesday vast lakes had appeared 
covering lifestyle blocks, bridges were torn 
away and roads under water. The rain gods 
have replenished the rivers and streams.

Our AGM is to be held 7.30 pm 14 June 
make sure that you are there to hear the 
new proposals. The tidying up the parts 
shed is making progress, more support is 
needed on Wednesday mornings. Ray Craig 
has fitted more lights to assist with finding 
the parts you want.

The annual Jackson Peninsula Rally 
was won on a bean count by Jack and 
Eula Harrison driving their 1947 Chrysler 
Imperial.

Our Swap Meet was held in wet and 
windy weather however that never detracts 
one from I must find a part. We also opened 
up our Parts Dept which helped make the 
day richer for everyone including those 
who came from Invercargill, Kaikoura and 
places in between. To the stallholders and 
customers thank you for your support, to 
the branch members helping thanks.

The Vintage Venture with its 11 entrant 
cars set off from Mosgiel through Outram 
to Milton, lunch at Lovell’s Flat school, 
Kaitangata, Balclutha, Tuapeka (steep 
country here) and finishing at the reserve in 
Lawrence. The only Vintage vehicle taking 
part was Keith Heineman and navigator 
Colin Adams in Keith’s 1930 Model A 4 
door sedan so naturally Keith and Colin 
were duly awarded the trophy. The rest of 

the vehicles were PV, PWV and P60Vs. 
Compliments to Club Captain George 
Martin for an excellent run in the country. 
Peter Fry was a welcome visitor to the club 
when he visited on his way north as a 
participant in the Austin Centennial run 
- he has a large listening audience here in 
the South.

Rotorua Doug Green
Our last run was to Taupo for the Lake 

Taupo Rally. Five cars were on the run 
which took us through Reporoa and over 
roads many motorists do not usually see and 
with incredible views over the middle of the 
North Island.

We were soon at Waikite hot pools, a real 
hidden hideaway with hot water straight 
out of the hillside with no additives. The 
water flows all day and is drained nightly 
and refilled each morning.

Our Sulphur City Rally has been moved 
to August to cater for the mid-winter 
rallyists, to give them an event in that 
month.

Graham and Sharon Bone have been 
plugging away at a 1939 Ford 7Y for a few 
years and have finally come to the end. A 
beautiful little car is finished and on the 
road. A real looker! The Bones took the car 
on a run to Blake Park Mt Manganui for the 
all Ford’s day and yes they scooped the pool, 
coming home with Peoples Choice, Best of 
the Best (supreme award) and also Best Post 
Vintage 1932-40. Well done the Bones, our 
branch members are all over the moon at 
your success.

Another member, J K Flathead (John 
Kirkland), took his 1938 V8 Sedan to the 
All Fords day as well and apart from his 
own twenty votes he came away with a 
number of Ford stories but alas none of the 
big prizes. Better luck next year.

On the road again is Steve de Jeu’s 1949 
Ford Bonus pick up. Steve has had the 
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Carolyn and Ray Maguire with their 1929 Ford Model A Sport Coupe, winner of Nelson Branch’s 
Restoration of the Year Trophy.
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Bonus off the road waiting for a new diff as 
his had a kink in it which made the truck 
easy to steer one way but not the way he 
wanted to go. The truck will be out on club 
runs soon. Well done Steve. Commercials 
seem to be coming out of the woodwork. 

I have been having spider problems in 
my shed. They get behind the upholstery 
and are hard to eliminate. After a lot of 
searching the best thing, I have found, is 
to keep them away with mothball flakes 
that can be purchased from a chemist. I 
have containers around the shed, on all the 
walls and bingo the shed 9m x 9m has been 
spider and web free for months now and 
smells like Granddad’s suit but I loved my 
Grandad and it brings back good memories. 
Next problem is the mice!

Great to hear the Vero Rally was a 
success.

South Canterbury Bill Weir
The Lady Driver and Chairman’s Run 

were combined this year with Chairman 
Barry planning the route. He then 
announced that he would not be able 
to participate on the day and we soon 
found out why! We travelled right to the 
top of Cannington, only to be sent right 
down the Back Line Road back to Otaio 
Gorge Reserve. We must admit though 
that the Lady Drivers handled the condi-
tions really well, especially as the road is 
narrow and winding all the way. Michelle 
Munro received the Lady Drivers prize for 
her efforts in the Ford AA truck. Ashley 
Milliken won the Pinny Award for best 
prepared lunch.

The 1906-2006 re-enactment of the first 
vehicle to the Hermitage Mt cook was a 
memorable experience. The instigators had 
no idea there would be such support for 
this, a plus of course was that it was just 
a week after the Vero Rally in Invercargill 
and a large number of entrants in that 
event participated in our re-enactment.

The Mystery Ramble on 5 March was 
organized by Russell and Joan who always 
come up with a surprise package and this 
year was no exception. The first stop was at 
the main Fire Station in Timaru where we 
were hosted by the staff for what was a most 
enjoyable and interesting visit, starting with 
a briefing in the Staff Social Room, where 
we were told of the structure of the Fire 
Service as it is today.

South Otago Mel Tapp
Branch membership continues to climb 

and it is good to see a few younger faces at 
our branch. The Motorcycle Rally was again 
well supported as was our Weekender that 
was based in Cromwell. Saturday morning 
was bright and clear as members set off to 

Mt Cook with a stop at Twizel for a cuppa 
and then onwards to the Hermitage where a 
most amazingly clear day gave a great view 
of the Mountain. A picnic lunch at Hooker 
Valley was followed by the return journey 
that included some questions which were 
quite challenging. An ice-cream stop at 
Twizel in 32˚ was a bit hot for comfort but 
everyone enjoyed the run and the evening 
meal with prize giving made a great day.

On Sunday members took time to visit 
the Central Branch parts store where some 
items found new homes. Lunch at Clyde 
allowed time to look around the Vintage 
Machinery Museum and craft shops. A 
good week end thanks to our very busy 
Club Captain Ian.

A turnout of 14 from the branch again 
travelled to Clyde for the Moped Rally 
which was another success and I can 
recommend this rally to any blue smoke fans 
for a day to remember. Fourteen vehicles 
attended the Gore Rally with 6 of our team 
gaining prizes, so a very good strike rate. 
The Gore Safari motorists stopped in at our 
clubrooms for a pea, pie, pud and dessert. 
Some members also braved the bad weather 
to attend the Dunedin Swap Meet.

South Waikato John Lee
Members of the Sunbeam Car Club 

arrived in Ohakune for their National AGM 
on February 24. Reg and Poko Blomfield 
in their 1953 Sunbeam Talbot convert-
ible attended and reported that it was an 
enjoyable weekend meeting new people and 
travelling to the top of Mt Ruapehu for a 
Ruapehu Sunrise Surprise at 7.30am while 
looking out towards Mt Taranaki sipping 
a delicious mix of tequila, orange juice 
and raspberry. The weekend was finished 

off with a boot-load of trophies including 
the Best Talbot, President’s Trophy People 
Choice and the Supreme Award for Best 
Overall

The drive home was down the Wanganui 
River road, back up through Field’s Track, 
National Park and finally to Tokoroa

During February together with Peter, 
Fred and Alice, I visited the Vintage Tractor 
and Farm Machinery and Car Club Day 
held at Mamaku on the Main highway out 
of Rotorua. We spent time checking the 
various cars, trucks and tractors, and the 
demonstration ploughing with single double 
and multi furrow on display;. We were very 
taken with the Allis Chalmers single furrow 
mid-mounted model. We also watched the 
working of old hay stack making, with horse 
drawn grab lifting and releasing hay and an 
old baler still turning out a good bale. A 
most enjoyable day.

During March Chick and Glad Hausman, 
Alice and I joined Hugh and Jill Cowan in 
celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary 
with family and friends in New Plymouth. 
We had a great weekend travelling down 
the forgotten highway from Ohura to 
Stratford. Jill and Hugh are past members of 
our South Waikato VCC with Jill serving as 
Chairperson for a number of years.

On 23 of April the Waikato Triumph Car 
Club held their 15th Annual British and 
European Classic Car show and swap meet 
at the Te Awamutu racecourse. Cars from 
South Waikato were a Rover, two Daimlers, 
a Hillman, a Sunbeam Talbot Convert and 
a Harpur Invalid’s car and these were all 
displayed in their appropriate sections. We 
were in our Rover and were welcomed by 
the Hamilton Rover Club and the Bay of 
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South Waikato members Reg and Poko Blomfield 
in their 1953 Sunbeam Talbot convertible with their 
souvenirs from the Ruapehu Sunrise Surprise.
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the members who have helped to get this 
project finished.

A warm welcome to our branch is 
extended from our branch to Max Rutherford 
of New Plymouth who is restoring 1935 and 
1937 Austin Rubies.

A very successful Motor Show was 
organized by committee member Doug 
Surgenor and, whilst there were a lot of 
activities on the same weekend as the 
show, it was great to get the backing of the 
members and the public that came really 
enjoyed the vehicles that were on show.

Organizing is well under way for the 
AGM that our branch is hosting for the 
first time in New Plymouth. The meeting 
will be held in August and members are 
looking forward to being able to host this 
event and show members why we are proud 
of our area. 

Taupo Jack Hindess
The first club night for 2006 was a 

February barbeque at the clubrooms which 
was a friendly get-together over a noggin 
and natter. Trish and Bruce Jefferies gave us 
an insight into the Vero Rally and we had 
a look at the newspaper clippings they had 
collected.

Also in February we had a club run to 
Kinloch with eleven cars in attendance. A 
nice picnic on the Lakeshore and a bit of 
fun with a gymkhana made a good day.

We had Traffic Officer Bond along to 
our March meeting and he brought us up 
to speed on the new rules at intersections, 
give way and stop signs. It was also an 
opportunity for some of us to query inter-
pretations and to air some gripes about 
traffic enforcement. It was good to hear the 
official viewpoint which was explained with 
some humour.

Our big event for the year is, of course, 
the Lake Taupo Rally. This year we had 
37 entrants, 10 Vintage, 4 post Vintage, 
8 post war, 13 post 1960 and 2 commer-
cial. The route covered about 100 miles of 
mainly tar seal but with short sections of 
gravel roads. There were the usual written 
instructions, some straight line naviga-
tion along rural roads and a timed section 
which was quite testing. We ended up at 
Waikite Valley Thermal Pools resort not 
far from Waiotapu on the Rotorua Road. 
The afternoon section was non competitive 
and we returned to Taupo via rural roads, 
the Ohaaki geothermal power station and 
went past the new Taupo motor racing 
circuit, which was running an event prior 
to the official opening. The evening dinner 
was held in the clubrooms and the results 
declared.

Wairarapa Rosemarie Hickland
Thirty vehicles participated in the Rex 

Porter Rally held 11/12 March. There were 
two routes, one of approximately 70 miles 

for the Veterans and the other of 100 
miles. The rally took us through Carterton, 
Greytown, Featherston, Western Lake, 
Pirinoa, Martinborough for a lunch stop 
and then back to Clareville via Gladstone, 
concluding with dinner and prize giving at 
the South Wairarapa Workingmen’s Club. 
A new trophy has been added to the prize 
pool, a beautifully engraved silver plate in 
memory of the late Roy Elwin. This trophy 
was presented by Frances Elwin and the 
winner of the Rex Porter Trophy presented 
by Evelyn Chisholm.
RESULTS 
Veteran – W G Laing Memorial Cup 
Bernie Cheer  1918 Ford Model T
Vintage – W G Laing memorial Cup
Tony Lane  1929 Willys Knight, Model 56
Post-Vintage
Terry Beresford 1937 MG
Post Vintage Motor Cycle – VCC Shield 
Bruce Hill 1938 Velocette
PW Car/Motorcycle – RG and F Elwin Plate 
Rex Stevens 1952 Morris Minor Convertible
Best Presented GM Vehicle – Wagg Cup 
Jim Hibbs 1948 Chev Thriftmaster
Overall Winner – Rex Porter Trophy 
Rex Stevens  Morris Minor Convertible

Several of our members participated in 
the Austin Centenary Rally, some starting 
in Bluff and others joining once the contin-

Plenty Branch. A fabulous day with infor-
mation freely given by many proud owners 
of the vast number of different vehicles. 
Numbers appeared to be well up on last year 
with a swap meet and book and parts area 
provided for vendors. 

Taranaki Colin Johnston 
Our 41st annual Maunga-Moana Rally 

that was held in April was a huge success 
with over seventy-four entries. The weather 
was brilliantly fine and this year’s event was 
held around the Inglewood area with the 
road run venturing into north Taranaki 
rural roadways with beautiful scenery 
enjoyed by all entrants. Written instruc-
tions and straight-line navigation were used 
with the good old silent checks to keep 
everyone on the ball. An excellent cross 
section of vehicles were represented with all 
classes competed for. Veteran, Vintage, Post 
Vintage, Post War, Post 60 and Commercial 
were all represented and it was good to 
meet up with the regular people that travel 
from all over the North island to partake of 
Taranaki hospitality and enjoy our branch 
annual event.
MAUNGA MOANA RALLY
Veteran 
Steven & Veronica Oliver  1914 Ford T
Slow Vintage 
Harry Davy   1926 Dodge
Fast Vintage 
Tony Prebensen 1928 Ford Model A
Post Vintage  
Don & Noeline Huggins  1935 Dodge DU
Post War
Ross and Joy Jannings  1957 Chrysler Royal
Post 60
Judi & Paul Lamb 1972  Mercedes 350 SL 
Commercial  
Phil Menzies  1947 Ford Jailbar. 
Overall Winner & Highest Placed Taranaki Entrant
Harry Davy
Overall Navigator Rochelle Davy.

Pat Stieller of Waitara has purchased 
a 1935 Chrysler sedan from fellow club 
member Hugh Cowan who had owned it 
for the past 12 years. Hugh had brought 
the car in New Plymouth and took it 
back to Tokoroa were he was living and 
gave it a ground up restoration. He then 
moved to Taranaki and transferred to our 
branch some time ago. The car belonged 
to a Waitara resident where it had been 
for a number of years before Hugh bought 
it so this was more of a homecoming and 
it’s good to have this car returned to our 
Waitara area. 

Steve Low is starting a full restora-
tion on a 1938 Chrysler sedan and has all 
the chassis and some panel work on the 
body. Wally and Rosaline Hunt have sold 
the Austin Healey and purchased a 1971 
Sunbeam Rapier fastback.

The extensions to our clubrooms have 
been completed and many thanks to all 
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Above: Brian Turner’s grandson – who says 
there aren’t young people in the VCC. Wanganui 
Branch.
Below: Local club members “appreciate?” Ed 
Boyd’s “Hardley” motorcycle Wanganui Branch.
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gent arrived in the lower NI en-route to 
Cape Reinga. It sounded like a great event.

The Triangular Veteran Rally, hosted by 
Wairarapa VCC held 18-19 March had 28 
entries travelling around the Martinborough 
wine area in beautiful autumn weather. Ian 
and Fay Chamberlain of Wanganui won the 
Owners Choice award in their 1906 Reo. A 
wonderful weekend.

Wanganui Fay Chamberlain
Isn’t March a busy month?
Wanganui has its Heritage weekend, 

which involves the VCC, this time members 
gave rides to the Twilight Jazz picnic at the 
historic Bushy Park homestead at Kai Iwi. 
They were seen around the town at various 
venues and also gave rides to children at the 
Teddy Bears Picnic at Basin reserve. On the 
weekends each side of this there were two 
motor shows where our cars were displayed.

The Bluesmoke and Pedals afternoon 
was well received. This will become an 
annual event to remember our first Willing 
Horse award winner, Don Simpson who 
passed away recently. The age gap was inter-
esting with Brian Turner’s grandson having 
as much fun as granddad.

The committee have decided to make 
the 4th Sunday of the month a regular 
afternoon run to involve more member 
participation.

The motorcycle annual Autumn Trial 
was a huge success, with the winners being 
Barry and Linda Wells. Actually, with the 
happy faces, the great publicity in the local 
press, it would be easier to say they all 
were. Congratulations Bill James, first time 
convenor.

The action continues, as the gymkhana, 
the Ladies Run and the midyear Annual 
rally are all being worked on…..

Wellington Elisabeth Smits-Brouwer
Our trip to the zoo, planned for late 

February, was cancelled as the atrocious 
Wellington weather stopped the animals 
getting out of their safe hiding places and 
there was thus no reason for us to go. 

In early March Roger White had 
organised Rodger’s Ramble which started 

at the end of the Horowhenua Swap-Meet 
and took the participants to Warren and 
Jan Corkin’s beautiful gardens for a picnic 
barbeque lunch. After lunch easy instruc-
tions directed the cars along a very pleasant 
run through some undulating backcountry 
roads to Otaki. Here the rebuilt Rangiatea 
Church that was destroyed by fire through 
arson some six years ago was visited. The 
church is now completely rebuilt as close to 
the original church as possible, including 
beautiful Maori carvings and flax woven 
panels. It is very impressive to see and I 
strongly recommended a visit to those when 
in the area. The last part of Roger’s Ramble 
took us along some more back roads to 
Coehaeven Gardens where we were enjoyed 
afternoon tea. The gardens have very pretty 
lawns for picnics amongst beautiful flowers 
shrubs, and croquet facilities.

In April the Wellington branch had 
one of its by-now famous Club Captain’s 
Safaris. When I joined the Vintage Car 
Club I thought that the Safaris were only 
for the Club Captain’s of the branches 
and not for ordinary members, and conse-
quently I missed the first Club Captain’s 
Safari. Fortunately I have learned from that 
experience and arrived well prepared in 
Featherston on Easter Saturday. The sun 
was already shining, which meant we all 
were in good spirits, particularly the true 
motorists in their topless cars. The drive 
was great with hardly any motorways. We 
trundled along the secondary roads past 
Alfredton to Pongarao (Route 52) where 
we had our morning tea. After the tea stop 
we followed along beautiful roads over the 
ranges with great views over the Wairarapa 
Hills. A great lunch was organised for us at 
the Wimbledon Tavern, a very old and most 
traditional pub. We continued the rally 
instructions and endeavoured to answer the 
many questions. Did you know the longest 
place name in the world has 85 letters, and 
is right here in New Zealand? We stopped 
for a little while at the beach at Te Paerahi 
where the timed section started. Trying to 
keep up the prescribed speed, we drove to 
Waipukarau still absorbing the stunning 
autumn scenery of the region. 
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Top left: Ladies sewing day. Top right: Club 
captain’s Safari participants lined up at the 
Wimbledon Tavern.
Right: Counting the letters of the world’s longest 
placename.

In the old sanatorium/hospital of 
Pukeora we stayed for the night. What an 
experience that was: we all settled in our 
allocated, former hospital room, some even 
slept in hospital beds. The rooms, and the 
Pukeora buildings, are still in their original 
state as how they were used after the war for 
tuberculosis patients and later for disabled 
people. The restaurant and bar areas have 
been upgraded and are used for functions. 
There is also a large hall and a dining room; 
these are used for conferences and weddings. 
The owners have their own winery and we 
tasted some of their wines.

During the last Saturday of April another 
successful Club Sewing Day was held and 
our ladies are getting their attire ready for 
showing of during the Colonial Cup Rally 
in June and especially for the Art Deco 
Rally in February 2007. In September we 
will have a dedicated Hat Day with Fiona 
Bixley. It is quite amazing what can be done 
with an old felt hat and how it can be trans-
formed into a beautifully shaped new one. 

Wellsford/Warkworth 
 Rita Jorgensen

The branch had a very interesting outing 
to the Wellsford residence of Neville and 
Colleen Tidey on 26 February 26. They 
have a fine collection of antique items and 
Neville has an assortment of old tools, some 
dating back to the early 1800s. Colleen 
has all shapes of teapots placed around her 
gardens. The day was overcast and cool for 
our annual Gymkhana at Stables Landing, 
one of the inlets of the Kaipara Harbour.

After lunch novelty events, the egg and 
spoon, balancing from a car, fishing, to 
put cans into holes in boxes, not fish them 
out, and stopping and backing manoeuvres 
kept everyone amused and on their toes. 
Fortunately the rain held off until we were 
heading home. A really good turn out.

Brian and Sandra Strickland, 
International pick-up, Richard and Mary 
Lloyd Buick both from Hibiscus Coast. 
Tim and Sheryl Cant Chev Coupe from 
Dargaville Lawries Dodge, Guests Rugy, 
Middletons Austin A 40, London’s Ford 
A pick-up, Salts Ford A Tourer, Stachels 
Modern, Belchs Modern Littins Modern, 
Rita and Alma Camper bus, Dave and Clive 
Camper Bus, Stotts Ford T which was really 
thirsty on the way up from Whangaparoa 
but better on the trip home.

At our March club night, Paul Collins 
gave us a lively account of our trip to 
Invercargill for the Vero Jubilee Rally. Paul 
took his wife Kathy and me in my 1951 
Chrysler Windsor. We enjoyed lots of site 
seeing there and back and a really good time 
in Invercargill. A few minor car problems 
which are to be expected in older vehicles. 
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PEARSON  S           VINTAGE           CAR           SALES           &           IMPORTS
YOUR VEHICLE SOLD ON BEHALF. An advertising fee applies only if the vehicle is sold. 

There are no other costs. Please Inquire.  Email vintagecarsales@xtra.co.nz  or Phone 03 313-2924  anytime. 
See www.pearsons.co.nz   

Some vehicles for sale are on display at the Restoration Workshop. Inspection invited.

Complete “authentic” restorations of Model ‘A’ and ‘T’ Fords undertaken.
We can complete full restorations from;

• Reasonably complete and unrestored vehicles.
• Uncompleted restorations, or from parts.

*** A comprehensive parts supply for Model ‘A’s and ‘T’s  available.
Veteran, Vintage and Classic car imports. 

Contact us for a range of vehicles available. The list is growing all the time.    Very favourable shipping rates.

           

  Classic                             Veteran                          Vintage                         Motorcycle    
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All correspondence to: PO Box 43009, Mangere.
Office & Showroom: 207 Buckland Rd, Mangere, Auckland.

Phone 09 275 5316 • Fax 09 275 6882 • email: vet.vin@xtra.co.nz
website: www.veteranvintagecars.co.nz

Equip your vehicle from New Zealand’s largest range of 
antique & classic tyres from

Est 1975

EARLY FORD PARTS 1909 - 1931
Veteran & Vintage stock an extensive range of new & used Model T and 

A Ford parts along with general restoration supplies

1925 Davis on 600 x 20 whitewall tyres. Owner Rod Welch

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS
Firestone Lucas Denman Dunlop Coker Excelsior SS or BE 

T Y R E S
Veteran   Vintage   Classic

Veteran & Vintage Cars Ltd
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