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These photographs have been 
supplied to Beaded Wheels by Joe 
Morgan, Nigel Coghlan and David 
Oakley. We welcome any letters 
with information readers may have 
that relate to these pictures.
The top photograph shows a 
Woodville County Council truck 
about 1912. Tom Keanerley now 
aged 91, remembers the manual 
tipping device on this type of 
vehicle. He also recalls the solid 
rubber tyres which  combined 
with the rough roads gave a real 
boneshaker of a ride. In fact he 
remembers thinking he could 
run faster. Working the manual 
windscreen wiper on wet days is 
another story to tell. 
Any more information would be 
appreciated. 
Joe Morgan, PO Box 41, Urenui. 

Right: A Charabanc on the Isle of Wight, England 1929. 
My great aunt was a passenger on her honeymoon trip. Any 
information regarding the vehicle would be of interest. David 
Oakley, Ashburton.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
welcome from all Beaded Wheels readers.
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any 
available information to  
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Laserprints/
photocopies are not suitable. Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

Left: Charabanc probably of European 
manufacture, possibly travelling in the 
Rotorua area about 1920? Harold Coghlan, 
my grandfather is sitting behind the empty 
driver’s seat. The collection of hats is 
worthy of admiration, each one different. 
Any details of the bus company would be 
welcome. 
Nigel M Coghlan, 34 Leamy Way, RD2 
Drury, Sth Auckland 2578 



Behind the Wheel of a 1916 Chevrolet, 
page 26.

The Eagle Has Landed, page 30.

Canterbury Branch Commercial Run, 
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Praise was high for the organiser of this year’s Canterbury Branch 
Irishman. Our cover shows Trevor McKeown’s Pontiac Coupe 
tackling the water just south of Geraldine on the Saturday afternoon 
section. Look for more photos in our October/November issue. 
 Photo courtesy: TJ Photos. www.tjphotos.co.nz
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president’s message

As I write this we have just passed the 
shortest day of the year and the weather has 
taken a turn for the worse. At this time of 
the year we think twice about motoring in 
our older vehicles. Currently the continual 
rise in the price of petrol or diesel would be 
the biggest issue we face and there doesn’t 
seem to be any respite or end to this trend. 
Recently, at my local branch AGM, a 
healthy discussion ensued from a question 
about why attendances at some branch and 
club events have declined. Of course there 
are many reasons and I didn’t take note 
of all of them, but I have reflected and 
given this matter considerable thought. 
Since I joined the club 35 years ago there 
have been a number of lifestyle changes. 
The most significant I think is in our 
general work pattern, we have gone from 
a working week which was Monday to 
Friday with weekends free. With weekend 
trading, a large percentage of workers are 
now working either part or all weekend 
and having days off during the week. I 
note from reading branch magazines that 
some branches have introduced mid week 
runs. I assume these events accommodate 
those who are unable to participate at 
weekends.  It will be interesting to observe 
how this pans out into the future. We as 
a club will have to ensure that it doesn’t 
have the effect of splitting the branches 
into two separate groups with potentially, 
low numbers supporting each.

Maybe it is time to rethink our activi-
ties. Ideas for discussion could include the 
following: a reduction in the number of 
events, combining two or more events into 
one, or reducing the distance or duration 
of events. Some branches host separate 
rallies during the year for different classes 
of club eligible vehicles. It would seem to 
be quite reasonable to combine classes 
which are closely related, for example, 
Veteran and Vintage vehicles participating 
in a joint event.

This is only one idea and there are 
many other scenarios for branches to 
consider. The real challenge is to keep 
the club as an attractive organisation to 
present and future members while trying 
to maintain tradition and keep ahead 
of changes to the environment we are 
working and living in.

The Management Committee usually 
meets four times a year in Christchurch 
over a weekend. For some time it has been 

traditional for those members from out of 
town to be hosted by the Christchurch 
Management Committee members for the 
weekends. I take this opportunity to thank 
the Management Committee members 
and their families for the hospitality they 
extend to us on these occasions. 

At the time of his untimely passing Rob 
Knight was working on the design and 
manufacture of a plaque to acknowledge 
vehicles which had reached the age of 
100 years. This project had been a little 
slow to progress since its inception, and 
much discussion had taken place on the 
design, how it would be administered and 
the costs involved. Bob Ballantyne ably 
took over the tasks of finalising the design, 
costings and manufacture of these plaques 
and at present we are expecting delivery 
of the first production run. Unfortunately, 
Rob didn’t see the finished product, but 
I’m sure he would be proud of the result. 
While at present the number of vehicles 
eligible for such recognition is low, as the 
years go on the numbers will increase 
dramatically. 

On behalf of the Management 
Committee I would like to extend congrat-
ulations to our VCC branches who have 
or are about to celebrate 50 years as a 
branch. I doubt that in the beginning 
our founder members would have been 
able to give any thought to what the Club 
would be like or be doing in 50 years. From 
a humble beginning to an organisation 
of 35 branches and over 8,500 members 
they surely can be proud of their actions 
at the time. Additionally we should also 
acknowledge the myriad people involved 
at branch level, the executive of the Club 
and management committees over the 
years who have guided the Club to its 
present position.

With the speed of change of the present 
world it would be a brave person to predict 
the happenings of the next 50 years. We 
can be sure though that the Club has the 
basis to progress even further and retain its 
positions and lead the way in the preserva-
tion of our motoring history. 

 Greg Terrill

as we see it

Most branches have by now held their 
2008 annual general meetings, often 
resulting in a change of some of the 
members elected to run the branch for the 
2008/09 year. From our point of view, most 
important of the branch personnel is the 
Beaded Wheel scribe. It is these people who 
get information about branch happenings 
to us on time and in good shape each issue 
ready for us to print in the Idle Torque 
section of Beaded Wheel. 

I would like to thank those scribes who 
have moved on to other things – we have 
all appreciated your efforts. I extend a 
warm welcome back to those scribes who 
have been returned to the post for another 
year and a new welcome to those freshly 
appointed to the post. Idle Torque is an 
important part of the magazine as it forms 
a key part of the exchange of information 
between members from one end of the 
country to the other. We are always trying 
to improve this section and the use of 
photos is welcomed (subject to our space 
limitations) although photos, as always, 
need to be of good quality and high resolu-
tion so that we end up with a good result. 
For those scribes that need a refresher on 
the requirements a look at Section 26c of 
the Branch Manual (available from your 
branch secretary) will spell out what we 
are looking for.

Dianne Ross has given us a Veteran 
perspective from the South Island this 
issue. I’m sure that Veteran owners 
particularly, and others generally, will 
find something of interest in this. She 
concludes by asking for interest from 
others to assist in keeping this column 
going on a regular basis – maybe somebody 
in the North Island?

There were two recent, relatively high 
profile, events in the South Island that 
were very successful. You didn’t read about 
them as no story was submitted for either 
event. Remember, event organisers, if you 
desire the story of your event be published 
for the benefit of a wider audience then 
you need to appoint somebody to be the 
scribe for the event early on in the organ-
ising stage of the rally. Maybe next year 
we will read about the South Island Easter 
rally and the Irishmans.

 Kevin Clarkson 
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

Stop Press: As this magazine goes to print 
we have received an article on this year’s 
Irishman run – look for this in our Oct/Nov 
issue. 
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AUGUST 
 3 Wellington Sunday Run
 3 Waikato Visit War Birds & Catalina Flight
 3 Canterbury Winter Run
 6 Horowhenua HVCC Branch Meeting
 8-10 Bay of Plenty National AGM
 8-10 Northland All That Jazz at the Bay
 9 Canterbury Motorcycle Around the Bay
 12 Estn Bay Of Plenty Nobby’s Nosh at Fishing Club
 16 Manawatu Manawatu Branch visit to 

Foxton
 17 Canterbury High Tea
 17 Hawke’s Bay Club Run
 17 Nelson Club Run
 17 North Shore/
  Wellsford/
  Walkworth Triple Combined Rally
 17 Otago P60V Rally
 17 Taranaki Breakfast Run
 17 Waikato Motor cycle Run
 17 Wairarapa Club Run
 18 South Canterbury Night Trial
 21 South Canterbury Quiz night with Ashburton
 22-24 North Otago Pre-1939 Weekend  

including Topless Tour
 24 Gisborne Club Run & Annual Dinner
 24 Nelson Club Run to Marlborough 

Sporting Trial
 24 Waikato Ladies Rally
 24 Wellington Festival Rally
 28 Wellsford/Walkworth Prizegiving & Dinner 
 30-31 Rotorua Sulphur City Rally
 31 Auckland Club Run-Tulip Run

SEPTEMBER 
 6 Waimate Swap Meet
 7 Auckland PV/PWV/P60V Rally
 7 Bay of Plenty Sprint
 7 Northland Fathers day Run
 7 Waikato Kairangi Hill Climb
 13-14 Manawatu Hill Climb Weekend

 13 Northland Swap Meet
 13-14 Wairarapa Peter Smith Run
 13 Northland Northland Swapmeet 

(Whangarei)
 14 Ashburton Vintage & Veteran Run
 14 Gore Opening Run
 14 Manawatu Vintage Only Rally
 14 Nelson Club Run Sponsors Run
 14 Rotorua Garage Run
 16 South Canterbury Opening Run with Ashburton
 19-20 Taranaki Rubber Duckie Rally
 20 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
 20 Wellsford/
  Walkworth Matakohe Live Day
 21 North Otago Opening Run
 20-21 Wellington Tom’s Tour
 24-25 Central Otago Blossom Festival Rally & Swap 

Meet
 26-28 Waikato Long Touring Weekend to 

Northland
 27-28 North Shore Spring Splendour Tour 
 28 Gisborne Navigator’s Trophy Run
 28 Canterbury Annual Awards Dinner

OCTOBER 
 4 –5 Otago Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally
 5 Gore Spring Run
 5 Waikato Post Vintage (PV,PW & P60) Rally
 9 Nelson Club Run
 10-12 Canterbury Swap Meet
 10-11 Wellsford/
  Walkworth Whatipu Wilderness Weekend
 11 King Country Journey Through Time
 12 Northland Ladies Run
 12 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 12 Rotorua Club Run
 12 Wairarapa Janice Groves Memorial Run
 12 Wellington Social Country Run
 12 Nelson Café Run
 18 Manawatu Swap Meet

 18-19 Marlborough 50th Anniversary Pennzoil 
Rally

 18-19 Canterbury Girder Forks Rally
 19 Bay of Plenty Swap Meet
 19 Waikato Club Run
 19 North Otago combined event with Waimate 

Branch – Teapot Run
 24-27 Gisborne Hawke’s Bay Safari
 25 Manawatu Veteran Rally Centenary of the 

NI Main Trunk Railway
 25 Marlborough Swap Meet
 25 Canterbury Annual Veteran Rally
 25-27 Estn Bay of Plenty Commercial Rally
 25-26 Auckland Hunua 100 Rally
 25-27 South Canterbury Mt Cook Rally
 26 Bay of Plenty Swap Meet
 31-2 Gisborne Campout at Waikaremoana

NOVEMBER 
 1 Waikato Veteran Rally
 1 Wellington Annual Rally
 1 Otago Taieri Tour
 1 Gore P60 Run
 1-2 Far North Far North Tour
 1-5 Wairarapa Peter Chisholm Memorial Rally
 4 South Canterbury Motorcycle Run
 8 Waikato 50th Anniversary Dinner
 9 Canterbury Homestead Run
 15 Banks Peninsula Monte Carlo Rally
 15 Wellsford/
  Walkworth Wellsford Country Show
 16 Rotorua Club BBQ Run
 16 Taupo Opepe Run
 16 Waikato Cambridge Swap Meet
 16 Wairarapa Club Reliability Run
 16 November Nelson Sporting Trial Event
 22 Northland Dunny Run
 22 Southland Hillclimb (gravel) 
 22 Otago Commercial & Veteran Rally
 23 Gore Josephville Hill Climb

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of month prior to magazine publication
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mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

50 year membership awards 
All branches are reminded to adhere 

to the procedure for nomination that is 
included in the Branch Manual, and to 
fulfil all the stipulated requirements before 
awards can be considered for presentation.

Branch Newsletters on the  
Club Website

A suggestion that the contents of all 
branch newsletters be regularly placed on 
the Club’s website has been considered and 
declined. However, branches with their 
own websites are welcome to put relevant 
content from their newsletters on them, 
and there is provision for a link from the 
club’s website.

Expiry and renewal of Vehicle ID 
Cards

These cards, which have a 10 year life, 
will begin to expire from early 2009. To 
streamline the reissue of each card, it is 
proposed that a report of the details held 
on the vehicle will be posted or emailed 
to the owner for confirmation or update 
as appropriate. A new photo of the vehicle 
will be required, but there is no intention 
to ask for resubmission of the complete 
application form as when the ID card was 
first sought.

Badges for 100-Year-Old Vehicles
Plans are currently under way for a trial 

casting of a badge that has been designed 
for display on appropriate vehicles. Once 
the prototype of the badge has been 
approved, they will go into production. 

There will be no automatic distribution of 
the badges, but members with 100 year old 
vehicles will be invited to apply for them.

Logbooks for vehicles used in Club 
Speed Events

These are now available and will be 
supplied on request to the National Speed 
Steward via the National Office. ‘High-Vis 
Jackets’ are now also available for use at 
speed events.

Branch Events involving outside 
groups

Branches contemplating holding an 
event in which they intend to invite a 
non-affiliated group to participate are 
recommended to contact Kevin Clarkson, 
the Management Committee’s insurance 
liaison officer, to ascertain whether or 
not they will be covered under the Club’s 
insurance policy.

Honorary Life Membership of the 
Club

Following the Executive’s input to the 
draft update of the Club’s bylaw on the 
procedure for nominating a member for 
honorary life membership of the club, 
refinements have been completed. The 
amended bylaw will be voted on at the 
Annual General Meeting in August.

Free Swap Meet Advertisement
Branches may now advertise these 

events free of charge. This privilege is 
expected to be popular and appreciated by 
all concerned.

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership 
application forms and your local branch contact details.  
You may also contact your local branch directly  
for application forms and details.

Dear Sir
At our recent Branch AGM held 9 

June 2008, I completed the maximum 
term of three consecutive years Office as 
Chairman for the Bay of Plenty Branch.

May I take this opportunity to thank 
all the members of the VCC from all the 
other Branches that I have met at Club 
Events, National AGMs and Executive 
Meetings for their positive comments about 
our Branch, the acquisition of Clubrooms 
and the genesis of our own library. 

It has been a privilege to serve as 
Chairman and also I believe, to be an 
active member as well.

The support and quick response from 
Julie Cairns, at National Office, to my 
several and various inquiries over this 
period has been excellent and it has been 
a pleasure to deal with her. 

Now I am off to the shed to restore my 
late father’s 1965 Triumph Tiger 100 motor-
cycle and where are those entry forms for 
the Balclutha Rally, Brass Monkey and 
National Motorcycle Rally, while I am still 
sans four-wheeled transport? 

My best regards to you all for the 
future.

Clive Taylor
Immediate Past Chairman
Bay of Plenty Branch 

Dear Sir
Fuelling the Debate in Beaded Wheels 

April/May 08 is an informative and artic-
ulate article. Certainly very topical for all 
of us who own antique vehicles. I learnt a 
lot from the article.

Probably a compositing error has 
methane down as CH and to prevent this 
possibly being quoted, I should state that 

This issue our National Office columnist takes a 
break as we publish a précis of the minutes from 

the May Management committee meeting.

All branch secretaries have a full copy of the 
minutes from the meeting.management committee 

Lock ring Heavy
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methane is CH4. As chemistry is an exact 
science, whether organic (as in this case) 
or inorganic, every letter (upper or lower 
case) and digit is significant. Nitrous oxide 
and carbon dioxide are correctly formulated 
by contrast. Using the valencies of the 
carbon (C) and hydrogen (H) atoms, they 
combine in definite proportions to form a 
molecule of, in this case, methane=CH4, 
the most simple of the alkanes of paraffins. 
Ethane C2H6 and propane C3H8 follow in 
this series. Note the formula is CnH2n+2.

Keep up the good work Tony Bartlett.
Derek Moorhouse, formerly MPS

Dear Sir
I wish to offer a reward for the recovery 

of the following items stolen from my 
storage yard in Drury.
– 1939 Chrysler 4 door sedan
– 1938 Buick engine & trans.
– 1938 Chev. Engine
– Holden V8 engine
– Steer wheels off a 2.5 tonne Toyota 

forklift
– Ferguson 35 tractor fitted with rear 

mounted pallet forks
– 36 Volt hyd. pump & motor unit.

Any information relating to the 
recovery of the above items should be sent 
to me at PO Box 169 Drury

Ewan Beck 
Or phone 09 238 9878 or 021 728 381

Dear Sir
Pictured is my dad, Bill (William) 

Clifford with his brother Ted (Edward) 
Clifford on the back of a 1930s motorcycle. 
I think it’s an AJS S3 twin 500 cc with a 
tank change.

I’d love to know for sure as the exhaust 
manifold has me foxed.

I am unable to ask Dad as he is now 96 
and suffers with Alzheimers.

It was taken in Waipukurau or certainly 
the Hawke’s Bay, late 1920s to early 1930s 
we think before he went off to WWII 
(Italy and Egypt where he was in the Sixth 
Field Ambulance). He did three years on a 
Matchless G3L as a dispatch rider.

It looks very new and I know he often 
spoke of riding AJs, Matchys, Rudges and 
Ivory Calthorpes, even OK Supreme – it 
has me foxed completely.

Be happy to hear from anyone as I 
would love to get a better picture of the 
bike.

Any ideas? 
Bryce Clifford
bkclifford@inspire.net.nz

Dear Sir
I am wondering if anybody can help 

me with the identification of this car. It 
belonged to a prominent Dunedin architect 
and a family member has asked if the make 
model and age could be identified.

Thank you
Russell Quin
14 Ensor St, Dunedin
Email: russellq@clarkecraw.co.nz 

Dear Sir
I was interested to see an advert in 

Beaded Wheels 290 from North Shore 
Branch for 1923/24 Morris Leon Bollee 
parts.

When I was an apprentice at Invercargill 
Morris agents, Watts and Grieve Ltd 
in the early 1950s, I recall one of these 
vehicles coming in for some repairs. It was 
owned, by a Mr Larnach, a descendant of 
the Larnach’s Castle family. At the time 
he was in Invercargill painting Christmas 
decorations on shop windows.

From memory the vehicle had a V8 
engine. Was this a Leon Bollee engine or 
an implant?

I am aware that Morris 8 engine blocks 
and possibly others were cast in France. 

Can anyone shed light on the relationship 
between the French Leon Bollee and the 
British Morris factories?

Lex Wylie

Dear Sir
I really enjoyed your article Edelbrock 

Rides Again. A real trip down memory 
lane as I was fortunate to have seen all of 
those NZ specials, overseas cars and drivers 
racing at those memorial days at Ardmore. 
I joined the BRM supporters club and still 
have my ORMA (Owen Racing Motor 
Assn) badge.

However my main interest was in 
reference to the Shuter Sports head. I 
was carting sawn timber from Rotorua’s 
Waipa and Kaiangaroa Mills to Gisborne 
with a Ford Bonus artic in 1950–51. Also 
carting was a Ford Thornton truck. After 
we had loaded (these two mills were the 
only ones I carted from that had forklifts 
in those days) and headed out together, I 

was left trailing when we came to the hills. 
We met up again on another trip and I 
remarked to the driver about the perform-
ance of his truck. I was told it had a special 
motor but the name Shuter was mentioned 
and I took it to be the driver’s name. As I 
am a Vintage truck restorer and collector 
of transport history, I would be interested 
to hear from any reader who knows of this 
truck.

Gavin Abbot
34 Elliott Street
Opotiki.
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I was looking through some old copies of Beaded Wheels and 
came across an article describing how a 1916 Buick was driven 
to destruction up the Waimakiriri riverbed to its headwaters 

in the Southern Alps. This happened in 1940 and the article 
appeared in Beaded Wheels 180 (Oct-Nov 1989). I found it inter-
esting, although on the surface the trip seemed rather mindless and 
wasteful. The four cylinder vehicle had been purchased by eight 
members of a local tramping club and was the roadster version of 
the marque. Nui Robins seems to have been the organiser of the 
trip and principal driver – the others acting as crew. 

Carrington Hut is a popular overnight stopover for trampers 
at the source of the river – a rugged windswept mountainous area 
south of the Arthur’s Pass township. Previously there had been 
two attempts to reach the hut by car – both unsuccessful – the 
bodies of the unfortunate vehicles – a Model T Ford and a Dodge 
– left to rust away in the riverbed. 

This latest attempt is fully reported in the article, the journey 
really starting when the expedition entered the headwaters at the 
Bealey bridge. As expected many running repairs were needed 
until the expedition finally reached its limit about a half mile 
short of the Carrington Hut when the car crashed heavily down 
a bank on to some large boulders – Ouch! With the passengers’ 
gear removed and a four inch hole in the crankcase the vehicle 
was abandoned and left to the mercy of the elements which in 
that area could be quite severe. It had travelled nine miles up 
the bed of the river using one gallon of fuel for every two miles 
travelled. The driver’s door had been removed for convenience, 
the crankhandle lost while fording the river, and a rear mudguard 
removed. Without this and with the car in gear and jacked up, the 
rear wheel was able to be turned starting the engine. 

The article concluded “The Buick stayed in fairly good condition 
for a few years and with the wind picking up sand particles and 
blasting the car, its body attained a polished appearance. At 
some stage it was set on fire, the wooden frame disintegrating 
and leaving the remains of the car subject to the actions of the 
frequently flooding river.”. 

A sequel to the story appeared in Beaded Wheels 181 (Dec-Jan 
1989) with an account of a successful salvage attempt to recover 
the Buick from the river. VCC member Paul Seaton had learnt 
through a chance conversation of the existence of a wrecked car 
in the Waimakariri River bed below the Carrington Hut. He 
assumed it to be the Buick and with the help of a friend, organised 
a party to explore and if possible find it. This was in March 1973 – 
33 years after the vehicle had been abandoned. 

Eventually the wreck was found and confirmed as being the 
remains of the sought-after vehicle, although understandably it 
was in a sorry condition. It was still facing up the river but over 
time trampers had hacked at it with ice axes, shooters had riddled 
the body with bullet holes and extensive damage had been done 
to the block and other engine parts. All that was left was the half 
buried chassis, running gear, three tatty guards and the radiator 
and petrol tank. In the surrounding area the party were able to 
retrieve various items from it. Further down the river they located 
the back of the roadster body shell that looked repairable although 
shot full of holes. 

THE WAY 
WE WERE

Words Grant Hitchings Photos Paul Seaton

It seems ironic that 33 years previously 

a Veteran had been driven to a place 

unreachable by a modern 4WD vehicle. 

The wreck – as found
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historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by

Graeme Rice timelinesA salvage attempt was planned involving three Landrovers 
and a small group of people with a purpose-built trailer able to be 
manhandled to the vehicle site if the Landrovers were unable to 
reach it. The attempt got under way in autumn 1973, the 4WD 
vehicles getting to within three miles of the Buick before being 
stopped at a particularly deep river crossing, the salvage party 
then pushing and pulling the trailer manually to its destination. It 
seems ironic that 33 years previously a Veteran had been driven to 
a place unreachable by a modern 4WD vehicle. However it seems 
the river governs the access – one day able to be crossed with dry 
feet the next, after rain, impassable.

It took two hours to excavate and then dismantle the wreck 
and load it on the trailer, the nuts and bolts coming apart surpris-
ingly easily. (I suppose the water there would be about as fresh 
and pure as anywhere in the world so rust would not be severe.) 
Progress out was much slower than expected and the party left the 
trailer and slept overnight in the Anti Crow Hut. Unfortunately, 
overnight rain pushed the river level up and the salvage attempt 
was aborted – the Landrovers having water over their bonnets in 
places. The loaded trailer was left in the river bed.

Another salvage attempt was made in September of that year, 
a time when the rivers in the area would be at low flow and 
hopefully more stable. Three Landrovers were used again with 
ten helpers. The main concern was whether the trailer and its 
contents would be found again. It was eventually located with its 
precious cargo still intact and with the river condition benign, the 
utility vehicles managed to get close to it. The journey out was 
unremarkable with no real problems except at one stage when the 
party had to make a river crossing through waist-deep water.

It was noted that soon after this a notice was erected forbid-
ding vehicles to be driven off-road in a National Park. What a 
coincidence!

Understandably curious as to the Buick’s fate, I made enquiries 
and found it had been restored to “going” condition and was still 
owned by its discoverer Paul Seaton whom I visited to view it .

The car has certainly been transformed from the wreck photo-
graphed and its rebuild must have involved much time and energy. 
Although it has been on various rallies it is still not complete 
requiring a hood and a few adjustments here and there which Paul 
hopes to do soon when fully retired. Obviously a lot of replace-
ment parts had to be found and manufactured for it. 

I learnt that when Nui Robins and his colleagues embarked on 
their adventure they arranged for a movie to be made as a record 
and evidently this is in possession of one of our large trading 
banks. I feel that a copy of this would be entirely appropriate for 
our Archive and am in the process of tracking it down. 

It should be interesting viewing.  bw   

The restored Buick

100 YEARS AGO – 1908

NZ motorists were assured that “There were 
no fears of a petrol shortage (as in 1907), now the 
fields in Borneo are proving their value.” Since 
Great Britain was the biggest consumer of petrol 
in Europe, and already experiencing congestion at 
various roads on Whitsunday, petrol shortages may 
not have been a bad thing. 

Napier, a bit peeved their entry for the French 
GP had been rejected, took the 6cyl, 12½ monster 
home and had it rebodied by Mulliners as a “two 
seater high speed touring car.” Try that with Lewis 
Hamilton’s F1 McLaren!

75 YEARS AGO – 1933

Hitler reignited the Autobahn programme, 
claiming only backward nations depended on 
railways alone. “We are setting up a programme – 
the execution of which we do not want to leave to 
posterity!” Hitler announced.

Toyota Motor Corp was founded under the 
guiding hand of the Toyoda Automatic Loom 
Company, Kiohiro Toyoda creating the new 
division.

50 YEARS AGO – 1958

The Press tested the Wolseley 1500, describing it 
as “a pleasant vehicle to drive, but it could hardly 
be said to have vivid performance – it’s ideal for 
someone who considered the quality of fittings and 
luxury should take precedence over performance.”

Were these the cars far-sighted enthusiasts 
were buying in 1958? You could choose from the 
following – a 1952 Daimler Consort –£440, a 1938 
Ford V8 coupe – £150, a Riley Kestrel – £135, a 
Triumph Renown – £280. 

30 YEARS AGO – 1978

The only way the price of petrol goes is up. The 
AA were congratulating motorists on responding 
well to energy conservation appeals, now the June 
increase of 10.6% had taken the price of fuel to 31.6 
cents a litre! 

Watery eyes over the test crash of a $60,000 
Aston Martin – Lagonda. That was about $1,200 for 
every metre it travelled before hitting the 200 tonne 
concrete block wall at 48km/h. 
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Alisdair Brass, Don Bennetts, Alby 
Anderson, Allan Storer and Barry 
Stevens formed the Commercial 

section of the Canterbury Branch in 1972 
and it was great to see Don and Alisdair 
still participating in this event when it was 
held this year on 8 March.

Organiser of the event this year was 
the evergreen Lachie Griffen, his ‘prize’ for 
winning the event last year. When it came 
time to plan the route, there was no doubt 
as to where participants would be heading 
– on to the backroads of Banks Peninsula, 
roads he knows so well from his years of 
involvement in transport in this district.

The event started at 9:30am with a 
line up of vehicles in the car park of The 
Princess Margaret Hospital in Christchurch. 
The vehicles of the 27 participants in 
attendance, ranged from Bob and Shirley 
Gough’s 1924 Dodge 4 through to late ‘60s 
Internationals. Also in attendance were 
two WWII Jeeps as well as a Chevrolet 
Impala and Triumph motor cycle. 

A glorious Canterbury March day added 
to the enjoyment of the event, which 
began with the climb up the Cashmere 
Hills to the Sign of the Kiwi. At the 
summit, participants got the first of many 
spectacular views as they headed down 
into Lachie’s home patch of Governors Bay 
where a short time trial was held through 
to Teddington.

A slightly different format was organised 
this year, with the field tests being held in 
the middle of the run, allowing partici-
pants a chance to enjoy morning tea after 
the stresses and strains of completing those 
tricky little tests, dreamt up and organized 
by Gerald and Lynda Taylor and team.

From Teddington, it was a short climb 
over Gebbies Pass to link up with the 
main highway to Akaroa, joining the many 
day-trippers heading over to this popular 
tourist spot.

Just before Little River, a right turn 
into Okuti Valley Road took participants 
up this narrow winding bush-clad road 
with the ever-present sound of bellbird, 
tui and cicada to add to the very pleasant 
motoring conditions. 

Eventually this road wound up out of 
the bush to the tops to join Bossu Road. If 
members have never travelled this route, I 
would highly recommend it as an alterna-
tive Sunday drive to Akaroa. This winding 
shingle road offers spectacular views from 
many vantage points, down into the 
southern bays and valleys of the Peninsula 
as well as the Canterbury Plains, Southern 
Alps and points further north.

Guest navigator, Ray Holliday from 
Cumbria in England, who kept Bruce 
Forbes from Waiau and his 1952 K Bedford 
generally heading in the right direction, 
lavished praise on the route chosen and 

the spectacular scenery evident along the 
way, describing it as far superior to runs he 
had been on in England.

Of course, a rally wouldn’t be complete 
without some missed turns and deviations 
to challenge the relationship between 
navigator and driver and some participants 
took alternative routes to the lunch stop at 
Wainui, much to the consternation of the 
organiser.

A number ended up taking the steep 
Jubilee Road down into Wainui which 
tested the efficiency of elderly brakes but 
offered yet more spectacular scenery and 
bush-enshrined motoring.

Eventually everyone arrived at the 
lunch halt at the Stanbury Reserve in 
Wainui, which allowed brakes and engines 
to cool down and drivers and navigators to 
be replenished.

From there, it was left to participants 
to make their own way home, with some 
opting for a detour to Akaroa before 
heading back via the main highway to 
Christchurch. Tourists stopping at the 
popular Hilltop Café and Bar at the 
summit of the Akaroa hill were treated 
to some additional photo opportunities as 
a variety of geriatric commercials steamed 
up the hill, adding to the stunning scenery 
that is Akaroa Harbour.

Later that evening, participants met for 
an evening meal at the Hornby Working 

Commercial Run
CANTERBURY BRANCH  8 March 2008

Words & Photos Howard Pettigrew

Left to right: Ford Jailbar, Bob Gough (1924 Dodge 4) and Brian Fairbrass (1958 Morris Commercial) await their turn at the field tests
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Mens Club, where prizes were presented 
and the wonderful day’s motoring 
reviewed.

A huge thank you to Lachie and 
grandson David Gebbie for the great job 
they did in planning a run that took us 
over some wonderful touring roads that 
most of us had never been over before and 
for an event that will be remembered for 
some time. Thanks also to convenor 
Gerald Taylor and his team for all their 
support and assistance in this great event. 
 bw

RESULTS 
FIELD TESTS
1 Brian Fairbrass 1958 Morris Commercial
2 Gary Cook  1964 Ford Anglia van
3 David Whitfield  1946 Chevrolet
TIME TRIAL
1 Ron Sew Hoy  1956 Chevrolet
2 Brian Fairbrass  1958 Morris Commercial
3 Ken Ivory 1949 Ford V8 pickup  
  (from Nelson)
OVERALL WINNER
Brian Fairbrass
HARD LUCK TROPHY
Gary Gennet – ‘58 Chev car substituting for the 
Canterbury Branch 1949 Dennis fire engine which 
became indisposed on the day.

Roy Grainger heads up the Cashmere Hills in his 1939 Diamond T 305.

Arriving at the summit of Gebbies Pass with the flats of Teddington, where the field trials were held, 
visible in the distance.

Leo Caunter in his 1964 International AB100 up on the Bossu Road with the Southern Ocean to the 
left and Lake Ellesmere and the Southern Alps in the distance.

Ron & Colleen Sew Hoy in their 1956 Chevrolet 
pulling strongly up to the Hilltop with Akaroa in 
the distance.

Dave Cooper heads his 1928 Ford A pickup 
down the Jubilee Road.
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It was the first really big trip I’d taken the truck on and with 
a Vintage there’s always that nagging doubt about how things 
will go. I gave her the big service, then spent a week agonising 

over what tools and spares to pack. Along with the usual stuff, I 
also threw in head gaskets, gasket paper, and a spare rebuilt water 
pump. The side-valve engine is a twin head (3+3=6) type, and ever 
since I’ve had it the rear head has wept from a tiny crack. It’s never 
given any trouble, but I included a freshly planed head and a torque 
wrench, just in case. With camping gear and tucker we were all 
set. 

Our Saturday departure was delayed by more mundane matters. 
Ham had to check the water for his stock, and I ran a couple of 
sheep into the yards to treat for fly strike, (not a job my already 
very understanding wife would want to be left with). Midday we 
left Thames for Hamilton, then a pleasant run over to Raglan. 
This neat little town has an easy laid-back feel, and along with 
fishing the local economy benefits from the surfing/music/café 
scene which has blossomed there. There are enough old surfies and 
musos in business to keep it real, but I do wonder how long Raglan 
will hold out against the wholesale commercialism that’s engulfed 
coastal towns like Mount Maunganui and Whitianga. 

Heading out past Whale Bay you strike the winding little gravel 
coast road to Kawhia. This is fantastic Vintage motoring, and 
Caroline pottered along happily in top gear most of the way. The 
road is well surfaced but demands plenty of respect as the drops off 
the side down to the coast are huge. There’s an impressive lookout 
below Mount Karioi, and the drive around Aotea Harbour estuary 
is very pretty. At Kawhia we set up at the motor-camp then got 
the best fish and chips I’ve tasted in years at the takeaways on the 
main street. Kawhia is another lovely little place and I imagine 
it’s the same kind of little fishing village that Raglan was 30 years 

ago. Camping next to us was a retired electrical engineer and his 
wife from Vancouver Island who were out here as volunteers on a 
Houses for Humanity building project. He was surprised how far 
from home we’d come in the Pontiac, and was even more amazed 
when we said how much further we were going. Apparently his 
early model Chev truck back home usually didn’t venture further 
than about 30 miles.

Next day we headed back out of town then turned towards 
Hauturu to take a similar gravel road as yesterday which follows 
the Awaroa River through (and often far above) farmland. More 
big drops. The road comes out behind Waitomo, and is another 
fantastic Vintage drive. Looking on the map I see a lot of inter-
esting roads between Port Waikato and Waitomo and anyone 
from Auckland/Waikato/Coromandel could have a fun weekend 
exploring this area in an old car.

We stopped at the Aranui Cave and took a tour through this 
underground wonderland. The cave was discovered nearly 100 
years ago by Ruruku Aranui, a Maori pig-hunter whose dogs chased 
a pig through the concealed entrance. Limestone stalactites and 
stalagmites formed over thousands of years give the cave an other-
world atmosphere. A “must see”.

Off to Te Kuiti and on to SH4 through the main trunk towns. 
With all the gear on board Caroline got a bit puffed on the 
Raurimu hill and was in second all the way to the top. At Raetihi 
we turned down the old main street towards the Wanganui River 
Road. Raetihi’s old shopping area looks pretty much closed down 
with heaps of whitewashed windows and not a lot happening. The 
metalled river road must get a reasonable amount of traffic as it’s 
badly corrugated to Pipiriki. You’d want to watch it with two-wheel 
brakes, and even the Pontiac got all out of shape on a couple of 
down hill bits. NZ’s coffee culture has been dragged kicking and 
screaming into Pipiriki by two enterprising locals. One has opened 
a café in a caravan, and further down the road an old Maori guy 
has a similar set-up in a porta-shed on his front lawn. Chai latte 
anyone? We stopped for an interesting chat and he gave us a run 
down of the place. Pipiriki has a very long history, and was a 
bustling stopping place in the early days when boats travelled to 
and from Wanganui and Taumaranui. These days the population is 
about 40 and those who work usually travel out (or else sell coffee 
to tourists!) 

We stopped by the roadside before Jerusalem and as we set 
camp the first big drops of rain started falling. Ended up leaving 
the sausages and veges to cook themselves while we sheltered in 
the cab. When the downpour eased up I found that the fry-pan 

LITTLE TRUCK

BIG COUNTRY
Words & Photos Arthur Harsant

Every few years me and my mate Michael (Ham) Hamilton 
take off on a big road trip either on his Ducati, or in one of my 
old vehicles. This year we put my 1929 Pontiac Chief pick-up 
truck to the test on some North Island rural roads. The trip 
was loosely set around driving the coast road from Raglan to 
Kawhia, the Wanganui River road, and the old Motu between 
Matawai and Opotiki. Otherwise nothing was set in stone and 
we’d just be following in the direction that the old Indian chief 
on the radiator cap was looking.

The track out of the old Wakarara mill site.
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was half full of water so the sausages had been “froiled” (fried and 
boiled). Still tasted good!

Next morning we stopped at Jerusalem, site of the old Roman 
Catholic Maori Mission. The restored church and mission buildings 
are spectacular and have a dramatic presence in this isolated 
setting. We found ourselves talking in whispers! 

The River Road is a fascinating drive. All along the western 
bank the bush has regenerated, and you occasionally catch a 
glimpse of long abandoned farm houses. Tough country. Heaps 
of wild goats, and saw a couple of wild pigs. I’ll come down in a 
kayak one day.

Through Wanganui, then stopped for a pie in Marton, and the 
truck drew a crowd. One guy’s parents had a trucked ’29 years ago, 
but after talking history we knew it wasn’t my one. Incidentally, 
that’s the third trucked ’29 Pontiac that I’ve heard of. Must have 
been a popular one to cut down. A roadside boil-up just out of 
town set us up for the Manawatu Gorge. Can’t beat boiled tea 
with condensed milk. The wind farm generators around here were 
weird, like something out of an old science fiction movie. 

We drove into the Wairarapa over the Puketoi range through 
Makuri to Rakaunui. Once again, fantastic Vintage gravel roads 
with zero traffic apart from the odd stock truck. Heartland rural 
New Zealand. Cooked dinner in a road-metal dump at Alfredton 
and tossed up whether to stay, or carry on to a hot shower at the 
Masterton  motor-camp. Comfort won. The camp proprietor was 
gearing up for the influx of shearers coming to the Golden Shears. 
The younger ones always kept him on his toes he said, and he’d 
have to put on his “grumpy hat” to keep things under control!

Next day we had a tiki-tour about and ended up at Riversdale 
which is a wild open beach surrounded by baches and a plethora of 
signs telling you, amongst other things, what to do should you see 
a tsunami coming. Keep the motor running, mate! She’d be a great 
surf beach I would imagine. Midday saw us at Tinui. It was here 
that the very first ANZAC ceremony was held in 1916, and in 1947 
the first aerial topdressing flight took off from the sportsground, 
spreading clover seed from a Tiger Moth. At the hotel the propri-
etor was water-blasting outside in preparation for the annual speed 
shearing champs held in the car-park. He unlocked the bar door, 
and we had a half pint and pie, and Ham thrashed me at pool.

Up to SH52 and gassed up at Pongaroa, where the garage 
owners had just bought a really nice ’52 Plymouth to restore. If 
travelling in the Wairarapa fuel up where you can as pumps are 
few and far between. Next stop was the historic Wimbledon Hotel 
where the owner shot out and turned the bar lights on for us, his 
only patrons. Another “on demand” pub? Must be hard to make 
a living with so few customers. This fantastic old hotel reeks of 
history, and you can imagine the drovers in the old days having 
an ale while listening to the piano and playing bagatelle. A bit like 
we were doing perhaps, except it was Jimi Hendrix on the jukebox 
and more pool.

Passed through Porongahau, and saw the first really old derelict 
cars of the journey. The old tin is getting pretty well picked over 
in NZ, especially with the price of scrap metal these days. On to 
Blackhead Beach but the rows of baches and the No Camping 
signs sent us on a dash inland to one of Ham’s favourite deer-
stalking spots. Took the Waipawa-Tikokino road, and then headed 
to Wakarara to the road end through Mount Peak Station at the 
base of the Ruahines. It was 9.30 at night, and we’d put some 
serious mileage under the floor boards today. 

I hate pitching camp in the dark for all sorts of practical 
reasons, and I’ll digress for a moment and give a couple of funny 
examples from other trips to illustrate what can go wrong. Back 
in 1980 while touring the South Island we were driving after dark 
looking for a campsite and Ham saw a flat piece of land next to the 

road. On we drove, and up with the tent. Next morning, looked 
out, Crikey-let’s get outa here! We’d parked on a small unfenced 
country golf course, and pitched the tent smack in the middle 
of the green. If there was a record for ripping down a pup-tent 
we’d have made the Guinness Book that morning! On another 
occasion riding to a Cold Kiwi Rally on the Ducati we stopped on 
a river bank for the night. Working as a storeman, I had access to 
shrink-wrap, and I’d made a waterproof plastic envelope big enough 
to slip a sleeping bag into. Great. I settled into this cocoon for the 
night, but woke up with a start just before daylight, knee-deep in 
water. During the night the plastic had slowly started sliding down 
the bank, and about 4.00am gravity had taken hold and I’d ended 
up in the creek. Didn’t get my feet wet though, so the idea was 
sound! 

But back to Wakarara. At the road-end is the site of a 1930s 
sawmill, although the steam-engine is all that remains. It’s a good 
starting point for deer-stalking, and many hunters drive up the river 
on quads or 4X4s. It was drizzling when we arrived, but a cuppa 
and feed cheered us up. Had a look up the river next morning, 
and then off to Hastings on SH50, then the picturesque drive to 
Gisborne on SH36. Robert Harvey, the guy who originally restored 
the Pontiac, lives in Gisborne, and we paid him a surprise visit. He 
just about jumped out of his skin, he was that excited. By an aston-
ishing coincidence he’d ridden up to Thames on the Saturday we’d 
left and tried to track down his old truck, and here we were in his 
driveway! This catch-up was one of the highlights of the trip.

It was late afternoon, and we headed up SH2 and stopped for 
the night in a rest area at Papatu. It was raining (again) but we set 
the tent and cooker up under a bank, so it could’ve been worse. 
A few rats though! An annoying pattern was emerging; the two 
nights in motor-camps had been fine, the three on the road had 
been raining. Mmmm.

In the morning we turned off at Matawai, a lovely little place, 
and to Motu, then onto the old Motu road which comes out 

Striking a pose outside the Wimbledon Tavern.

Setting up camp by the Wanganui River Road.
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just south of Opotiki. Old cars and gravel 
roads go together like bacon and eggs, and 
this road is Vintage motoring par excel-
lence. It’s a winding gravel, single lane 
bush highway which often follows along 
the ridge tops, so the scenery is fantastic. 
There’s plenty of evidence of slips and 
rock-falls so it’s probably best avoided in 
really wet weather. About 40 or 50 km 
of very slow, but very interesting driving. 
Stopped at the top and had a boil-up, 
taking in the view, and we saw some very 
old broken glass so there must have been 
a hotel or stage stop up there early on. I’ll 
be back with my bottle spear! The Pontiac 
was in its element on this road, and I can’t 
imagine a more suitable vehicle. At Toatoa 
a group of shearers waved and cheered as 
we went past. We struck that a lot; people 
waving, photos, coming over for a chat 
whenever we stopped.

We were on limited time, so from 
Opotiki we made a dash for home up 
through the Bay Of Plenty. The coast 
road round Ohiwa Harbour to Ohope is 
pretty, and we got the biggest single scoop 
ice-creams I’ve ever seen at the Matata 
store. A friend from Tauranga told me that 
the road north out of the city is the worst 
in the country to drive a Vintage on. Now 
I know what he means. We got stuck in 
the afternoon city rush hour, and then 
heading north we had a nightmare run. 
There’s no road shoulder at all to pull over, 
and the traffic volume is huge. I roared 
along as fast as I dared, and as far to the 
left as possible, and still nearly got run off 
the road a couple of times. Pulled off into 
side roads a few times then had to wait five 
or six minutes for a gap to get back on, 
then another instant tail. This was easily 
the most dangerous and nerve-wracking 
part of the whole trip.

The final leg of the journey was the 
pretty drive through the Karangahake 
Gorge, then the rolling farm-land through 
Hikutaia and Matatoki into Thames. Time 
to reflect. Anyone who thought Caroline 
was strictly a stay-at-home girl was proven 
very wrong indeed. Apart from the daily 
fluid top-ups, and two routine water-pump 
adjustments the spanners didn’t come out 
once. New Zealand is such a big beautiful 
country, and a Vintage car can be a reliable 
and practical way of seeing the place. It 
would have been a blast no matter what 
we’d gone in, but going in a really old car 
added so much to the journey; it became 
an integral part of the whole experience. 

As we pulled in the driveway at the end 
of our sixth day the tripmeter clicked over 
1,903km. Wow. What a great big little 
truck.  bw

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & MOTOR MOWERS

 FIVE DAY DELIVERY
PROMPT SERVICE ASSURED

20% DISCOUNT
ON MENTIONING THIS AD

PISTON RINGS

OPEN SATURDAY 
MORNING - 8.30-12.30

CUSTOM BUILT PISTON RINGS

For N.Z.’s largest range of piston  
rings contact:

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS LTD.
PH: 09 579 7219 / 579 8788

918 Gt South Road, Penrose,
P O Box 12230, Penrose, Auckland

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL
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AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS
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Our annual rally once again turned on beautiful weather as 
we set off from Feldwick Gates through Queens Park on 
the beginning of yet another well supported Southland 

Rally. We motored around central and western Southland before 
reaching our destination, the Riverton Domain. 

After members enjoyed catching up with one another over 
a leisurely picnic lunch the organisers put us through our paces 
with a couple of field tests. These tests were designed to test both 
the driver and navigator and much laughter was heard from both 
competitors and spectators alike. It was pleasing to see a number 
of younger members out enjoying themselves. The future of 
Vintage motoring appears to be in good hands.

Congratulations to all who entered and our thanks to the 
organisers on another great day’s motoring. bw

2008 

SOUTHLAND RALLY

VETERAN CARS 1 & 2 CYLINDER
Road Section  Wayne Nicoll 1908 Cadillac
Field Section Wayne Nicoll 1908 Cadillac
VETERAN CARS 4 CYLINDER
Road Section Colin Pearce 1912 Sunbeam
Field Section Ray Lindsay 1916 Ford
VETERAN & VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES
Road Section Stewart Russell  1914 BSA
Field section Stewart Russell  1914 BSA
VINTAGE 
Road Section Jim Taylor 1924 Nash
Field Section Cyril McLeod 1922 Ford

POST VINTAGE & POST WAR
Road Section Robin Hunt 1936 Chevrolet
Field Section Murray Lloyd 1952 Triumph
POST VINTAGE & POST WAR MOTORCYCLES
Road Section Chris Warren  1947 BSA
Field Section Chris Warren  1947 BSA
POST 60 
Road Section Ivan Scobie 1961 Bedford
Field Section Murray Sutherland  1962 Morris Minor

First Overall Motorcycles Chris Warren  1947 BSA
Overall Winner of Rally Cyril McLeod  1922 Ford

Wayne Nicoll entering Feldwick Gates at the commencement of the rally.

Brent McKenzie and friends in the 1911 EMF.

Hunter Kingsford-Smith and friends tackling the egg and spoon race.

Ashley Bell in his 1912 Renault 

Words & Photos Glenys Mckenzie
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The following is a potted history of the 
origins of the company. As most house-
holds have internet access these days, I 

have included some websites containing more 
information.

The founding of GM was due mainly to the 
energy and drive of William Crapo Durant. 
Born in 1861 in Boston, Massachusetts, he was 
the grandson of the Michigan governor, Henry 
H. Crapo. He dropped out of high school but 
by 1886, he was able to collaborate with Josiah 
Dallas Dort in establishing the Durant-Dort 
Carriage Company in Flint, Michigan, which 
by 1890 was the largest carriage maker in the 
US, producing 150,000 vehicles a year.

Also in Flint, in 1903, David Buick had 
established an automobile making business. 
Buick wasn’t a good businessman and within 
months his business was bought by James 
Whiting, another carriage maker, who could 
see there was a future in automobiles. It was 
Whiting who asked Durant to become general 
manager of Buick in 1904. Under Durant’s 
leadership, Buick prospered and soon Durant 
owned Buick.

Meanwhile, other automobile makers were 
rapidly expanding and in 1907, Ben Briscoe of 
Maxwell-Briscoe tried to persuade the leaders 
of the other three largest makers – Henry Ford, 
Ransome Olds of REO and Durant of Buick to 
join as one conglomerate. Ford and Olds pulled 
out of the deal, but Durant saw the possibilities 
and determined to continue with it.

Within days of its incorporation, GM 
generated $12 million cash, which Durant 
was able to use to purchase other companies. 
Very soon, GM had bought Cadillac, 
Oldsmobile and Oakland along with several 
other companies building trucks (Rapid and 

Reliance, which became GMC) and automo-
bile components. Within two years, Durant’s 
buying spree proved too much for the company 
and its bankers and he was ousted.

Determined to rebuild his power, he tried 
again. During the years 1911-14, he founded 
several new companies, the most successful 
of which was Chevrolet, named for Louis 
Chevrolet, at the time a famous racing driver. 
Using the strength of Chevrolet, Durant 
was able to regain control of GM in 1915. 
Unfortunately, he was a difficult man to deal 
with and after major fall-outs with senior 
executives of GM, including Charles Nash, 
Walter Chrysler and Henry and Wilfred 
Leland (founders of Cadillac), Durant was 
forced out in 1920.

Durant was soon back with his own 
company which included the Star (Rugby in 
NZ), Flint, Durant and Locomobile makes but 
this failed during the Great Depression, even 
after Durant poured all of his own money into 
it, and Durant died almost penniless in 1947. 
In his last years, Alfred Sloan was paying for 
his accommodation. David Buick was another 
auto industry pioneer who died in 1929 in 
reduced circumstances.

The DuPont family gained control of GM 
prior to the 1920s, but the corporation was 
in chaos with several of its makes, Oakland 
and Oldsmobile in particular, competing 
with each other. During his second period at 
GM, Durant had incorporated a collection of 
parts and component companies into a new 

General 
Motors 
Centenary
Words Mark Dawber  
Photos : Copyright 2008 GM Corp.  
Used with permission, GM Media Archive.

One hundred years ago, on 
September 16, 1908, General 
Motors was first incorporated. 

It grew to become, at one time, 
the world’s largest company 
and survives today as a major 
part of the world automobile 

manufacturing business.

Alfred Sloan

William Crapo (Billy) Durant

Above: 1905 Oldsmobile Curved Dash. “Old Scout”. 
Old Scout and Old Steady competed in the first 
cross-country race staged by Oldsmobile in 1905. Old 
Scout won, arriving in Portland, Oregon from New 
York in 44 days; an average of 100 miles per day.
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entity called United Motors. One of those 
component companies was Hyatt Roller 
Bearings whose president, Alfred Sloan, 
became United Motors’ president. GM 
absorbed United Motors and because Sloan 
was such a capable leader, the DuPonts 
chose him to lead GM in 1923. Sloan 
reorganised GM, giving each of its major 
makers a step on the corporate pricing 
ladder. Cadillac remained at the top with 
Buick below it. Oakland was allotted the 
slot just above lowest price Chevrolet, but 
it wasn’t until Oakland introduced the 
companion make Pontiac in 1926, that it 
assumed its correct place. The reorganisa-
tion saw the end of several lesser makes, 
including Scripps-Booth and Sheridan. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_P._Sloan%2C_Jr.

During this time, GM expanded into 
several other fields. The electrical division 
Delco (from Charles Kettering’s Dayton 
Electrical Laboratories Company) bought 
refrigerator maker Frigidaire, which Durant 
had bought personally from its founder. 
Kettering had been responsible for the 
development of the first reliable battery 
ignition system and the first practical 
automobile self-starter. GM sold Frigidaire 
in 1979 and it recent years it has become 
part of the Electrolux Group.
http://www.answers.com/topic/frigidaire-home-
products?cat=biz-fin

GM purchased railcar builder Electro-
Motive and its engine supplier, the Winton 
Company in 1930 – which had earlier 
produced luxury cars – and renamed it 
General Motors Electro-Motive Division. 
Over the next 20 years GM-built diesel 
locomotives came to dominate American 
railroads. The engine-building division of 
this later became Detroit Diesel and in 
2000 it was sold to DaimlerChrysler.

GM also invested heavily in the bus 
business and some have blamed it for the 

demise of first, trams, and then of much of 
the public transport in the US.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Motors_streetcar_
conspiracy

In 1927, after the death if its founder 
Albert Champion, GM acquired the AC 
Spark Plug Company, which Champion 
founded in Flint in 1908. GM expanded the 
division to produce many other automotive 
components. In 1995, AC changed its name 
to Delphi, and in 1998 it became a separate 
identity. In 2006 it filed for bankruptcy.

Also in the 1920s, GM expanded 
overseas, buying controlling interests in 
Vauxhall in England in 1925, Opel in 
Germany in 1929, and, in 1931, Holden 
in Australia, as well as establishing several 
assembly plants. Here in New Zealand 
the GM assembly plant in Petone began 
in 1926, initially with Chevrolet but 
very soon included Pontiac, Oldsmobile, 
Buick and Vauxhall in its range of locally 
assembled vehicles. Buick’s connection with 
McLaughlin in Canada dated back to 1907 
when Sam McLaughlin contracted with 
Durant to supply Buick engines and trans-
missions for his Oshawa, Ontario plant. 
GM purchased McLaughlin in 1918 and it 
later became General Motors of Canada. 
For more on the Canadian connection 
see: http://clubs.hemmings.com/clubsites/chevytalk/
GMhistory/earlygmcanadhistory.htm. 

The details of Durant’s dealings during 
the era make enlightening reading.

In the 1930s GM became involved in 
the aircraft business but moved out in 1948. 
During WWII GM produced huge quanti-
ties of armaments, vehicles and aircraft at 
all of its plants. According to the GM 
history on Wikipedia, GM retained its 
German interests through WWII. 

Due mainly to the philosophies estab-
lished by Alfred Sloan, GM retained its 
position as the world’s largest carmaker 

Above: Louis Chevrolet (right) at 1917 auto race 
at Sheepshead Bay.

Cadillac founder Henry Leland with his 1906 
Cadillac coupe, ‘Osceola’.

Charles Kettering and Cadillac V-16 show engine. 

through the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s and into the 
21st century. It is only in recent years that 
Toyota has taken over the top spot. It will 
be interesting to see what the future holds. 
For further information; http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/History_of_General_Motors 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_C._Durant
http://www.flint.lib.mi.us/timeline  bw

Above: Billy Durant in the front passenger seat of a Buick Model F, during the 1906 Glidden tour.
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A tale in which a modestly intelligent and bravish sort of fellow spent his life in a quest to understand and be confident with 

the electric thingy’s side of old car restoration and maintenance. And Failed.

AAAARRGH !
Words by Earl Preston Illustrated by Ted Loversedge

Coal powered ignition & kerosene lighting

I had to have two lights

How many of you blokes (and the odd blokess) out there, 
have struggled to come to terms with the electrics of 
your beloved restoration over the years? I can’t be on my 

own, surely. I was introduced, quite violently to things electric 
many years ago, as an innocent. I found the process painful and 
confusing at times. Actually most of the time. I think I’m actually 
more allergic to electricky stuff than the average person, because 
the static electricky stuff from the odd car door 
handle lights me up no end. I’ve also got articles 
of clothing that get a great reaction and if I 
undress in the dark, my wife Rose reckons I’m 
like a human rendition of Aurora Australis 
accompanied with crackling and vocals.

Let me tell you about the time when as a lad 
at school I had a bicycle, like the rest of my 
mates, which had a harmless looking little 
electricity producing thingy that rubbed 
on the side of the tyre and via a 
little fine wire lit up a light on 
the front of said bicycle. That’s 
perfectly ok for everyone else. 
Except me, oh no, I had to have two 
lights, one on dip, one on high. No 
Super Cheap or Repco in Cromwell in 
1954, so no bother I made my own dip switch. Really ingenious – 
cut off a two inch length of rake handle, (thanks Dad, it was too 

long anyway) cut a slot into one end, drilled a small nail size hole 
through with a piece of flat metal through the slot, like a mini see 
saw on its edge, wires attached in the right places and so I wouldn’t 
get an electric tickle from my new device I pulled a piece of that 
valve rubber tube stuff over the end of the switch. Now, time for a 

trial. A fast pedal down the road after tea and EUREKA! 
It worked perfectly, what a clever young fellow I thought 
I was. Experiencing envy and prestige among my peers, 

until one evening, vigorously biking home from 
cubs, I went to dip my lamp for an approaching 

car and AAAARRGH!
I swear I lit up like some weird Christmas 

decoration. Picking myself up, rubbing a 
painful elbow, where the bolt of lightening 

had exited my body. I approached my bike 
cautiously, like a condemned man 

approaching the electric chair, 
to discover the hot Central 
Otago sun had perished the 
valve rubber on the switch 

handle. It was back to one lamp 
the next day. A lesson learned, 

you would have thought.
Sometime later a kindly neighbour in a 

moment of generosity gave me an old Singer engine and gearbox 
to tinker with. My introduction to Vintage cars. It was about 
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Light travels in straight lines

1920s with a right hand gear shift and an electric thingy called 
a magneto for ignition. The motor could not be started. No 
spark at the plugs. Off with the magneto and on the advice from 
“Hughie” a backyard mechanic. I put the device in the oven of 
our coal range to “warm it up”. Mum watched me with suspicion. 
After a while, with hot mag wrapped in rag I retired to my bed 
and propped up with pillows behind me and mag balanced on 
my knees I cautiously cranked it over via the vernier coupling by 
hand. Nothing. A little more physical, still nothing. So I set to it 
with vigour, unaware that the device was working its way along 
my upper legs and tucked itself into that anatomical area referred 
to as the groin, or nether regions. My brother comes into my room. 
“What ya doin bro” says he. “I’m trying to get this bloody magneto 
thing to g------ AAAARRGH! Sometime later, wiping my tears 
and checking me for any permanent damage, mum says “you’re a 
clever young man, you got it to work”. I don’t really know what I 
did right, perhaps it was 
the electrode I had it 
pushed up against!

Anyway I pushed 
on through life and 
really took old cars to 
heart. I really enjoyed 
their company. I once 
saw an old mechanic 
stop a motor by 
placing his arm along 
the four sparking 
plugs. I was amazed 
and awed, he should 
have been part of a 
travelling show. I’d 
heard of someone 
stopping a V8 the 
same way. Yeah right, 
pull the other one.

It can be nasty 
that electricky 
stuff.

My late old 
friend Albie 
Forrester of Austin 
7 note, was tinkering 
under the bonnet of his ‘36 saloon one day a few years ago when 
he dropped a ring spanner down behind the starter motor. With 
watch on wrist he reached down to retrieve it. Yep! You Austin 
people know what’s coming. Watch touched starter terminal and 
Blat! And also AAAARRGH! Watch internals became one 
molten mass, strap turned from silver to blue and poor old Albie 
carried a brand on his wrist till the day he died. He loved telling 
the story to me just to watch my expression. Strewth! I knew 
where he was coming from.

I read an article in Beaded Wheels about a theory on how 
electricity travels along wires, helped by smoke apparently. I can 
certainly vouch for that, and when the smoke escapes everything 
stops, or goes out. Yep, excellent article, I’m starting to get a 
handle on things electric. I think.

Oh yes, let me tell you about the time I restored my 1911 
Overland to attend the 1980 Rotorua International Rally. The 
wiring on that car was so basic a simpleton could wire it. Just four 
HT leads to the spark plugs, (I actually got them right) and an 
earth wire to a switch on the firewall. Easy Peasy. At one of the 

stops on the rally I pulled over and while chatting to the marshal, 
reached under the dust cover to switch off. AAAARRGH! 
Apparently you can wire even an earth switch round the wrong 
way. 

For all my clashes with electrics, I have learned to respect and 
hold magneto ignition in high regard. I bite my tongue when 
various old car motorists tell me how they have, or are going to 
convert the ignition of their fine old motor from magneto to coil. 
Why? If the miserable buggers would just spend a couple of bob, 
give it to someone who knows what they’re at (not me) and you 
have a loyal and faithful system that’s totally reliable.

I was once told by a magneto guru, the faster a magneto runs, 
the hotter the spark, coil ignition is the opposite, apparently. All I 
can say is magnetos hurt at any speed. Apparently one of science’s 
laws on light, is it only travels in a straight line. There are no 
exceptions. Wrong! Let me wire up your head lights. The dull 

yellow glow struggles 
out of the front 
of the lamp and 
bends down onto 
the ground in 
front of the dumb 
irons. True, I’m not 

exaggerating, I’ve 
managed it on more 
than one occasion! 
The neighbour’s 
bloody smart alec 

kid came over a 
few months back 
to show me his 
new pocket knife 
and as I oohed 
and aahed over 
it, (it was a really 
flash looking 
thing) I casually 

pulled the blade 
out – Zaapp – 
A A A A R R G H ! 

It was a trick knife 
that packed a wallop 
and apparently was 

supposed to be good for a laugh. Well the poor little sod headed 
home, with a couple of new words to his vocabulary and both he 
and I were anything but laughing. Still, it was probably the sort 
of thing I would have done myself as a kid. Now here I am past 
retirement age and I’ve just acquired myself a 1915 Swift kitset, 
just to potter about with, keeps me off the streets and out of the 
pubs, that sort of thing.

Yes it’s got a magneto that I haven’t tried out yet. (I’m looking 
for someone with a coal range.) But it does have a dynamo. 
Wow! They are the same as a generator, just an old time name. 
Wrong! Local Blenheim electrical magician, Merv, kindly and 
gently tried to lead me through the circuitry of this beastly device. 
AAAARRGH! Enough.

I stagger from his workshop mind a blur. Produces 12-30 volts 
– make up your mind needs a voltage controller – what’s wrong 
with a regulator thingy? Can’t run it into a battery direct – eeekk 
I give up.

Anyone got a car for sale with coal powered ignition and 
kerosene lights?  bw
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Flathead & Customline
Specialist

SHOWROOM
Old Mill Building, 2 Hyde Street,

Kati Kati 3063
Phone: 07 549 4211

Fax 07 549 2000
Specialising in new and rebuilt early 

Ford V8 Parts & Accessories.
Hours 9-5 Weekdays 

The PWV/P60V Rally heralded 
the end of the rallying season in 
Southland. Thirty-three entrants 

were treated to a glorious autumn 
afternoon spent motoring through western 
and central Southland to Winton for 
afternoon tea. 

The timed section concluded on 
the outskirts of Winton where the rally 
committee put the entrants’ knowledge 
of their front left tyre pressure to the 
test. Entrants then had to maintain a 
steady course outside a set of cones while 
their navigator did her/his best to land a 
rolled up newspaper in each of three rims 
placed in a curve on the other side of the 
cones. Finally the driver was asked to drive 
forward placing his rear left wheel on the 
circle, with all eyes to the front!

For those of us watching, field tests 
always provide excellent entertainment 
and we were not disappointed, although 
how some drivers could sight up the circle 
and then drive the full length of their 
(not small) vehicle past the circle and still 
remain unaware they had missed it was the 
source of some merriment.

After afternoon tea the rally continued 
at a leisurely pace, via some back roads to 
the clubrooms for prize giving and tea. A 
fitting conclusion to a great year’s rallying. 
 bw .

2008 Southland PWV–P60V Rally
Words & Photos Glenys McKenzie

RESULTS

POST WAR: 
Road Section
1 Andrea Burgess 1958 Ford Gold Flash
2 Owen Davies 1947 Buick
Field Section
1 Peter McKenzie 1958 Austin-Healey
2 Jim Bright 1958 Morris Minor

POST 1960 
Road Section
1 Dave Birss 1961 Hansa
2 David Calvert 1975 Mitsubishi GTO
Field Section
1 Ian McKenzie 1966 Mercedes-Benz 250S
2 Russell Newland 1972 MGB GT
Overall Winner
 Dave Birss 1961 Hansa

Left and right: show that in spite of our best efforts getting those newspapers in the rim was not as easy as 
it may have looked.

The perfect positioning of the rear wheel in the circle

Positioning of the rear wheel in the circle, a close 
miss.
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South Otago Branch

ANNUAL MOTORCYCLE RALLY
– 8 MARCH

Written by Stuart and Noelene Milne, Photos by Jim Beeby.

Entries for our Motorcycle Rally were 
a little fewer this year as there were 
quite a few other events on at the 

same time unfortunately. All those who 
came had a great day’s riding and compan-
ionship. We started with morning tea at 
the clubrooms and a good time to catch 
up with fellow riders. The timed section 
was at the beginning of the run and ended 
at Tuapeka Mouth. Entrants then rode on 
through Tuapeka West then Tuapeka Flat 
where we were stopped for two questions 
then onto Lawrence for the lunch stop. 
After lunch we travelled through Gabriels 
Gully which is where gold was found in the 
early 1800s then up the road called Jacobs 

Ladder and on to Blue Spur Township, 
coming back onto the central highway 
to Beaumont where the group lined up 
for photos. We continued following the 
Clutha River through Clydevale and on to 
Balclutha. A social time, prizegiving and 
a meal followed. Stuart and David would 
like to thank everyone who participated 
in the day and a special thanks to those 
who assisted with checkpoints, provided a 
delicious meal and helped out with a stint 
behind the bar. 

 bw

Results of the Rally 
Overall Winner 
American Bike & Vintage Class  
Robert Hutton  1924 Harley-Davidson
Runner Up 
PWV  
Ron Gilbert  1960 Velocette
Riders Choice 
Long Distance  
Ron Nind, Queenstown  1951 Ambassador
Post Vintage Class 
Robin Benington  1941 Indian
Post 1960 
Graeme Jarvie  1974 Honda

At Beaumont Hotel l tor: Robin Benington, Allen Budge, Jim Beeby.

Left to Right, Bill Falconer, Russell Law, John 
Ashton BMW.

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

 

 

 
PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS 

TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS 
ENGINE BEARINGS, 

SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS
GEORGE CALDER LIMITED

307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH
PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D. 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707



In 2006 I had a visit from John Wise 
and his wife Sandra, who were touring 
New Zealand by campervan. John and 

Sandra are from England, and they have 
a most unusual French car, a Lafitte, circa 
1926, thought to be one of only about 
three remaining in the world. It is believed 
that only about 55 were ever made, from 
1923 to 1928, most being sold as delivery 
vans.

The vehicle has a three cylinder 
air-cooled radial engine, and features 
friction drive via a convex driving member 
on the rear end of the crankshaft, and a 
concave driven member. Theoretically this 
could provide infinitely variable gearing, 
but the changing mechanism limits the 
ratios to four forward and one reverse. The 
whole engine tips back and forth about a 
transverse tube (which also serves to feed 
the mixture to the inlet manifolding), and 
this action raises or lowers the driving 

LAFITTE 
circa 1926

Words and photos Ivan Gardiner

Front view of engine, which pivots back and 
forth about the transverse shaft with red ends. 
Carburettor feeds into right-hand flange.

Friction drive, driven member. See how layers of 
friction material are bolted to edge of driven cone.

Engine fitted to chassis. Note dummy grille.

Left hand side of engine, in the top gear direct 
drive position. The engine is tipped backwards by 
means of the pull rod to give lower ratios, and in 
reverse the engine is almost standing on end.

member, to alter the point of frictional 
contact. The driven member can be 
moved to or from the driving member, 
thus providing a clutch action.

Ignition is by a Ducellier magneto, 
mounted at quite an unusual angle. A 
magneto for a 3-cylinder engine must be 
quite rare.

There is no differential, the rear axle 
being a solid shaft, with just a straight-cut 
bevel drive.

The front suspension features sliding 
pillars, not unlike a Morgan. John’s car has 
wire wheels, but others had disc wheels.

The headlamps have a strange masking 
device which allows only the light which 
happens to be shining generally in a 
forward direction to get out.

John Wise states the following...
“We believe the engine is 736cc, 

but if it happens to be the later 
model, it may be as high as 840cc. 
Metal to metal brakes on the rear 
wheels only. It is quoted to be a 5CV 
(CV being French loosely equivalent 
to HP). 

The full name is Th.Lafitte — 
the Th standing for Theodore. It is 
a Trafel model i.e. clover leaf seating 
— two in front one in back.”
John can be contacted at jaceywise@

apple15.freeserve.co.uk He would welcome 
any information about the car, especially 
about the electrics, the generator and 
starter. Such information is not likely to 
come from NZ but I found a French 
magazine of 1928, with a listing of new 
French cars, and Lafitte is listed, so you 
never know. bw
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Classic Tyres

PETER WOODEND
Ph 07 571 5525 • Fax 07 571 5526

Mobile 025 605 4040 PO Box 2245, Tauranga
Email: classic_tyres@wave.co.nz
Website: www.classic-tyres.co.nz

DUNLOP wire wheels, splines, knock-on caps, spokes and rims for 
HEALEY, JAGUAR, MG, MORGAN, RILEY, TRIUMPH, ETC. White wall trims

for all Veteran Vintage & Classic Cars 1888-1970
DUNLOP, AVON, LESTER, UNIVERSAL, EXCELSIOR, DENMAN, 
FIRESTONE, COKER CLASSIC & DIMENSION IV RADIALS etc,  

also Dunlop racing tyres.

Contact
Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.thecarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
CAR MUSEUM

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 

ONSITE AUCTION SPECIALISTS

Vintage Car Parts Onsite Auction
Engines, Axles, Motors, Starters, Lights, Panels, Switches, Spares and more

2 complete cars up for auction also...

For more details give the team at Turners a call 
Penrose C&I Branch (09) 580 9316

or visit www.turners.co.nz
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The Horowhenua Branch is commemorating Rob’s contribu-
tion to the VCC, especially in the local area, by presenting 
a handsome trophy to be competed for at future National 

Motorcycle Rallies for the best overall performance by a Veteran 
motorcycle. 

The following motorcycle buffs from the Canterbury Branch 
could be future contenders. Gary Pritchard is presently working 
on a 1906 Minerva motorcycle. The only part he is missing is the 
braking system. A new tank has been made in Australia to the old 
pattern. Glen Bull dug the machine out of the ground. Minerva 
exported tanks, motors, and electrical/ ignition systems and black-
smiths made frames to suit. Gary has counted 45 machines in 
Australia with Minerva motors in them and knows of none in NZ 
that have the official marque name. He is also restoring a 1904 
Minerva. Ian McKinlay is working on the 1912 BSA bought at the 
Canterbury Swap Meet 25 years ago. It came from the Sockburn 
Soap Factory and was owned by Ken Macefield for a while. Ian is 
making all the bolts, nuts, flange nuts, clamps and brackets using 
worn out originals for patterns. When he’s finished that exercise 
he’ll work on the motor. Both Ian and Gary hope to have their 
projects ready for the 2010 BSA Centenary. Les Freeman is doing 
a 1913 AJS Model B owned by Mr Williams in Tauranga before 
Peter Butterworth (Auckland) acquired it. All the parts were AJS 
but many of them are from later machines. A petrol tank sporting 
a few bullet holes was found after a new one had been made. The 
forks, castings for footboards and wheels have all been done. The 
only part missing now is a back drive sprocket. Les hopes to have 
it ready for the 2010 AJS Centenary in Brisbane. Kevin Merrin has 
his 1914 Ariel well on the way. This bike was once owned by Bert 
Moore of Ashburton. Peter Hall is making good progress on his 
1905 Rex, as is Damon Paige on the 1912 Indian, and Tom Smith 
is working away on the ex-Bill Marra 1916 Harley.

I hear Brian Black is building 26" Veteran motorcycle beaded 
edge rims for sale. 

Years ago I saw a Veteran motorcyclist rallying in undulating 
country. It fascinated me to watch him push his machine up hill 
then race alongside pushing till it reached a desired speed. Then 
he leapt aboard and putted downhill only to do it all again at the 

next rise. Why bother I thought. However with all the interest in 
rebuilding these old bikes I surely must have missed the point or 
maybe it’s a new fitness craze.

In the Mid Canterbury area Chris Sheppard is steadily working 
on the 1915 Ford T that came from the North Island a couple of 
years ago. Chris has it rebuilt to the running chassis stage and 
is working on the body. At least three Ashburton Veteran Ford 
enthusiast couples are presently in USA for the 100 years of Ford 
T celebrations. Percy Ralston has begun restoration on a 1915 
Studebaker, however as Percy has skived off to warmer places for a 
month’s holiday we’ll have to wait for his return for more news.

John McLachlan’s 1918 V8 Cadillac Type 57 is presently residing 
in Rob Ross’s workshop and will soon be restored to running 
condition. This big beast entered New Zealand new through the 
Port of Timaru. The first registration papers were in the name of 
Miss Gwendoline Dudley and it later became a Mt Cook Service 
Car before being purchased by a garage in Timaru and converted 
to a breakdown truck. In 1934 it moved on to FR Hawker and Son, 
garage proprietors in Cashel St, Christchurch and sometime later to 
the Hayward Garage in Mt Somers. Around 50 years ago it appeared 
overnight, uninvited, in John McLachlan’s farmyard. Not only had 
it been through a fire but a piston had also gone through the head. 
It was pretty sick but over the years John has gradually been resur-
recting it as parts became available. With the help of Peter Shaskey, 

the late Allan Storer, the late Bill Datlen and Rob Ross the motor 
is now back in place, the exhaust system is complete, the body is on 
and slowly an impressive machine is emerging.

Further south in North Otago, John and Liz Chynoweth 
have moved to a smaller block of land and built a large shed in 
readiness for some serious restoration. John has been chiseling 
away at his 1918 Buick project and it now has a body and doors. 
Sourcing parts for the present project has resulted in John now 
having almost enough to start on a 1913 Buick. In fact he’s only 
short of a crown wheel and pinion. A little bird tells me that an 
ad in the last issue of Beaded Wheels prompted a quick trip north 
for more bits.

I get the impression that there will be an influx of early Veteran 
cars debuting over the next few years. Tom Stephens is making 
good progress with his 1911 Ford T tourer. Brian Newbery has a 
1913 Royal Mail Chev underway. I’m told the mechanicals are 
done, Bruce Shadbolt is doing the motor and work is beginning on 
the body panels. Bruce Cockram of Leeston has his 1910 Hupmobile 
at the rolling chassis stage. Barry Walker from Alexandra is 
progressing well with the 1912 Clement-Bayard and hopes to have 
it on the National Veteran Rally in Central Otago in February next 
year. As well there is a fleet of early Oldsmobiles on the way. Ray 
McCulloch of Invercargill has been doing up the motors for John 
Armiger’s 1904 French Tonneau Model and Robert Wood's 2 seater. 

BRASS NOTES 
Words Diane Ross

I don’t wish to copy the ‘Sounding The Brass’ column 

instigated by the late Rob Knight, however there is a 

lot going on among Veteran car enthusiasts that makes 

interesting reading so here we go. 

John has been chiseling away at his 1918 Buick 

project and it now has a body and doors. Sourcing 

parts for the present project has resulted in John now 

having almost enough to start on a 1913 Buick.

John McLachlan’s 1918 V8 Cadillac Type 57 is presently residing in Rob 
Ross’s workshop and will soon be restored to running condition. 



Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the 
lookout for a good article for a future issue and we 

are now actively seeking more contributions. 

To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per 
issue will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 

We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on 
a computer (any common word-processing program is okay) 
and they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, 

Christchurch or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 

High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using 
a minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high 

resolution.

The lucky winners of the  
Beaded Wheels caps for this issue 

are Paul Rodmell and Arthur Harsant. 
Congratulations and thanks for your 

contribution. Don’t forget we are 
always looking for good articles.

WIN a limited edition  
Beaded Wheels cap!

Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee

Phone hm 03 385 9821, wk 029 236 3796 (leave your name/number if engaged) or email kevin@vcc.org.nz
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Bruce Shadbolt has also made a start on 
his 1904 French Tonneau. Bob Beardsley 
is currently working on the main bearings 
for him. Rose and Earl Preston have their 
Curved Dash back home in Marlborough to 
finish off and Rob Ross is working on the 
motor for his second one in his shed over 
the winter. The early Oldsmobile owners 
intend having a get together at Robert 
Wood’s home at Christchurch Swap Meet 
Weekend and welcome other owners from 
out of town along to swap notes. Contact 
Robert for details.

Rob Spyker has his 1907 Spyker at 
the rolling chassis stage and has, at last, 
acquired a motor. The motor had been 
removed from a car about 1920 and later 
used on a saw bench in the ’40s. Ian 
Mitchell has been test driving the 1911 
Mitchell on the farm and just while we’re 
on cars and surname matches, Keith Perry 
would dearly like to find a Perry car to go 
with the radiator and bits he’s found over 
the years.

Unfortunately not everything goes 
according to plan. Ian Hogg has had 
a disastrous time with his 1916 Dodge 
roadster, firstly the crankshaft broke and 
when that was repaired Ian and Bruce 
Shadbolt went for a drive. Everything 
purred along sweetly until there was a 
loud bang and things ground to a halt. 
This time the generator chain had broken 
and minced up several gears. With help 
and some hindrance from his friends, 
Ian’s Dodge is now up and running again. 
Murray Thoms had a good run with his 
1917 Dodge roadster. He drove it from 
Tauranga to take part in the National 
Veteran Rally in Motueka. Murray and 
Val flew home again after leaving the 
car to have a little holiday in Blenheim 
before taking part in the Scenicland Rally 
in Greymouth. After that they joined 

the South Island Club Captain’s Tour so 
that Murray could make a nostalgic trip 
through Molesworth where he grew up. 
They were then entrants in the National 
South Island Easter Rally in Blenheim 
before motoring home to the Bay of Plenty 
again. Selwyn Wright from Christchurch 
is also enjoying coming to grips with the 
1917 Dodge tourer that was restored many 
years ago by Bob Cook, ex-Dunedin, and 
subsequently owned by Rex McDonald. 

Most Veteran cars and owners have 
some time off over the winter. Not the 
Shadbolts, who have been asked to take 
the 1899 Locomobile steam car to Hokitika 
as part of the celebrations for the 100 year 
anniversary of the Carnegie Building that 
houses the local library, information centre 
and museum. They also have a penny-
farthing that Bruce’s dad got many moons 
ago from the old Charleston Pub on the 
coast and it’s going along as well.

The newly presented Conlon Trophy 
for Veteran Concours at National Veteran 
Rallies was won for the first time this year 
by Russell and Joan Paul’s 1914 Renault 
delivery van. This is wonderful effort, as 
the same vehicle won the Commercial 
Concours at the 1992 Pan Pacific Rally 
in Palmerston North. Russell rebuilt the 
Renault and put it back on the road at the 
end of 1991. The body was found in an 
Otago paddock. The original paintwork, 
although very worn, could still be read 
identifying it as having been a delivery van 
for the DIC in Dunedin. Russell and Joan 
drive the van wherever they can and present 
a great example of Veteran motoring.

On a sadder note we acknowledge the 
passing of David Michael Brown. Mike was 
a much respected member of the Wellsford/
Warkworth VCC and a steam enthusiast. 
He will be remembered for his passion for 
steam, and his enthusiastic involvement at 
steam events in his 1901 White Stanhope 
Steam Car. The six year restoration project 
was a testament to Mike’s highly tuned 
engineering skills, immense knowledge, and 
sheer determination which went hand in 
hand with his unbelievable perseverance. 
Our condolences to Lorraine, his  wife of 
42 years and his family Christina and Philip 
and grandchildren Nick and Gina.

I would be happy to carry on being 
involved in this column on a rotational 
basis if there are a couple of enthusiasts 

from other parts of the country who 
would alternate with me. What about it 

Veteran enthusiasts?

Diane

Mike Brown
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The story of the creation of the Chevrolet 490 can be traced 
to 1910, when William C. (Billy) Durant lost control of 
General Motors to the banks. Never one to allow minor 

financial setbacks like this get on top of him, Billy immediately 
set about to reclaim his “baby” by stealth. Firstly he created the 
Mason Motor Company, headed by former Buick engineer Arthur 
Mason. Mason’s assignment was to develop and build motors for 
cars and companies which were yet to exist. Then came the Little 
Motor Car Company, the name not coming from the small four 
cylinder runabout, but for another former Buick man, “big” Bill 
Little. Two days after the incorporation of the Little company 
came what was to become the most important part in the Durant 
plan, the Chevrolet Motor Company. Louis Chevrolet, a Swiss-
born race driver and engineer brought his name to the party, but 
no money, and Durant set him up in rented premises in Detroit to 
start development of prototypes. The fourth part of the plan was 
Republic Motors, which was the arm of the business which would 
have regional assembly plants and run the dealerships to sell the 
proposed Little and Chevrolet cars.

Initially things did not go well for Durant’s new empire. The 
Little Four, launched in 1912 was priced at $650, $50 more than 
the Ford Model T. Unfortunately the engine was no match in 
power for the Ford, reliability was also an issue, and the Little soon 
disappeared from the market. Compounding Durant’s problems 
was the first creation from the workshop of Louis Chevrolet. 
Instead of a well-priced mid-sized car which would sell well, the 
Swiss produced a large 6 cylinder touring car, which when priced 
at $2,500 was never going to succeed. 

To stave off creditors, Durant dropped the Little, and amalga-
mated Mason, Little and Republic into Chevrolet and prepared to 
start again. He then moved to Detroit from his home town of Flint 

in order to oversee and steer Louis Chevrolet toward the small, 
cheap car which would be required to take on Ford, and achieve 
the goal of returning General Motors to the hands of its creator. 
With Durant and Chevrolet having wildly differing ideas of what 
was required for success, Louis Chevrolet left the company which 
bore his own name in 1913 in what would be described as an 
acrimonious parting. The root of the problem was that Chevrolet 
did not want to see his name on a cheap, low-quality Ford compet-
itor, and Durant knew that was what would be needed to survive.

On 2 January 1915, Durant placed advertisements in all of the 
major New York newspapers with a photograph of the prototype of 
his yet-to-be released challenge to the Model T Ford, the Chevrolet 
490. So named for its price of $490 (plus $60 for electric lights 
and a self-starter) it was released in time for the 1916 model year, 
and became the vehicle by which the deposed creator of General 
Motors would regain control. The Chevrolet Motor Company had 
quietly been buying GM stock since the inception of the company. 
On 16 November 1916, at a private meeting before the GM Board 
were due to meet, Durant announced that the Chevrolet Motor 
Company owned 54.5% of General Motors, and that he now had 
control of the company, deposing Charles Nash (himself a former 
protégé of Durant).

The Chevrolet 490, as driven in this article, was a very simple 
car, but at the same time quite a technological step forward 
from the Ford. The Mason-designed and built 2.8 litre overhead 
valve engine also boasted a cross flow head, coil ignition, and 
the option of a self starter (which became standard-equipment 
in 1917). Instead of the two-speed planetary transmission of the 
Ford, which becomes rather wearisome on the left leg if climbing 
a steep hill where low gear is needed, Durant gave the Chevrolet 
a three speed crash gearbox, with the drive being transmitted by 

BEHIND THE WHEEL

A 1916 CHEVROLET 490
Words & Photos Tony Hancock 
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a cone clutch. This could become vicious with age, and I suspect 
led to the demise of many a 490, as the differential was a weak 
point. In the case of this particular example, the rear end was 
in extremely poor shape before restoration, but amazingly, it was 
discovered that a Model T Ford crown wheel and pinion are 
absolutely identical!

Quarter elliptic springs all round gave a soft but stable ride, 
and when combined with the often vicious clutch, soon gave rise 
to the nickname of the “grasshopper Chev.” The chassis was very 
short – starting above the front axle, and terminating immediately 
above the rear axle. And about as stiff as a blancmange! When 
driving on anything other than a smooth surface, you can feel and 
actually see the whole car twisting. 

Like the Model T Ford of the mid-teens, the 490 was only 
available in black, supposedly because at this time, production of 
bodies was running faster than paint technology, and black was 
the only paint available which would dry fast enough.

The car in question is quite unusual in recent Veteran car 
restorations, in that it was not built from an accumulation of parts. 
The body is original – only requiring very minor rust repairs in the 
bottom of the rear tub, and on the scuttle by the single front door. 
Unfortunately someone had stripped the paint off the metalwork 
at some time earlier in its life, which meant that it did need to 
be restored, rather than preserved. All woodwork in the body is 
the original with the exception of the first foot of each bottom 
runner. The plywood bulkhead was beginning to delaminate, 
due no doubt to the constant coating of oil sprayed over it from 
the engine, and the twisting forces from the steering box which 
bolts to it. Same goes for the mudguards, bonnet and wheels. 
Unfortunately the seats were too badly torn to be reused, but were 
suitable for patterns to get the exact number of pleats and buttons 

in the correct place, and the seats still use the original springs. 
While the hood is new, the bows and irons are as the car left the 
factory some time early in 1916.

When approaching the car to drive it, the first thing to 
remember is that while it looks like a four door tourer, the driver 
does not get his or her own opening to gain ingress. Instead you 
get in from the passenger’s side, and slide past the centre mounted 
gearlever which is on a remote, and is right back against the front 
edge of the seat. I can only surmise that the lack of a door for the 
driver was purely a cost saving measure, as there is no handbrake 
or spare tyre on the right hand side to impede entry at all. The 
parking brake in this case is operated by a hinged ratchet on the 
right hand pedal. Originally the service brake was operated by 
the left hand pedal. The first half of its travel operated the cone 
clutch, then the second applied the external contracting rear 
brake bands.

Considering the 490 was never intended to be anything other 
than a cheap car, the dash is better equipped than others of its 
ilk, with a Stewart speedometer across on the left to keep the 
passenger entertained. Then there is a dashlight and the choke 
control, and in the centre a nickel plated panel with four push 
switches, controlling lights and ignition. To the left of this is a 
pull control which works an opening in the intake manifold, and 
supposedly works as a sort of engine brake. In reality it is about 
as useless as the foot brake, but it at least gives you something 
to occupy yourself with while trying to slow the car down. The 
ammeter sits to the left of the steering column, and the oil pressure 
gauge to the right, and spark and hand throttle controls are under 
the steering wheel. 

When looking at the driver’s seat, your first impression is that 
it cannot be comfortable, as the backrest is only around a foot 
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high. However when seated in it (and remember it is still using the 
original 1916 springs), it is immediately apparent that it is both 
firm and supportive, and indeed the car can be driven all day with 
no discomfort. The next thing to make an impression is the tiny 
steering wheel. It is much smaller in diameter than any Chevrolet 
to follow, and without measuring it, I am sure it is actually smaller 
than most modern cars. With only ¾ of a turn from lock to lock 
you would think it would be rather heavy, 
but this is not so, and the car steers very 
much like a go-kart.

Starting the motor is as simple as it 
can get on a Veteran engine. Simply 
push in the second button from the right 
to switch on the ignition, push the spark 
control on the steering column up, choke 
out if it is cold, and push the button in 
the centre of the toe board. As seems to 
be typical of all 4 cylinder Chevrolets I 
have driven, the motor will fire before 
it has done a single complete revolution 
on the starter. If it takes more than a 
couple of turns, it is time to give up. 
They are engines which will either go 
first time, or not at all. And if it is not at 
all, either something vital has fallen off 
due to the inherent vibration of a large 
capacity four cylinder engine, or more 
likely, operator error. 

Once running the motor takes a few 
seconds to settle and run cleanly. The 
carburettor, which sits at the bottom 
of an impossibly long intake manifold, 
needs its lung full of warm air to stop 
it from icing. This is supplied by the 
hotbox on the other side of the engine 
and fed by an elephant’s trunk flexible 
tube which runs around the back of 
the engine. The early 490 motor has a 
noise all of its own, made by the metallic 
clatter of the tappet adjusters, which for 
some obscure reason long since forgotten 
reside at the bottom of the pushrods.

The gearbox has the usual H pattern 
found on most American Vintage cars, 
with first gear being to the left and 
back. When moving away from stand-
still, the one modification made to 
the mechanical specification of this 
particular example comes into its own. 
Instead of the cone clutch biting, and 
hurling the car down the road in a semi 
controlled lurch, or slipping massively 
as the contents of the sump make their 
way on to the leather lining via the rear 
main bearing, the original flywheel has 
been replaced by that of a post 1924 
Chevrolet, with a plate clutch. It is a 
very simple conversion and makes the 
car immensely more useable, and in the 
long run, reliable as well. 

When compared with the later model 6 cylinder engine, the 
big four is amazingly lively, and you very quickly find yourself 
passing through second gear and into top. The gearshift is another 
pleasant surprise. Being raised on a diet of American three 

speeders, where the gearlever disappears straight into the innards 
of the gearbox, I was expecting this one, on a foot long remote 
to be a little vague. In actual fact, it has the best gearshift of any 
Chevrolet I have driven, and indeed would be the best American 
shift I have experienced.

When on the road, you immediately notice the high driving 
position, as you look down at the very short bonnet and 

headlights. I am not a tall person, and 
found the driving position ideal. The 
throttle spring is far too soft, and makes 
travelling over rough ground something 
best done on the hand throttle. The 
steering wheel is surprisingly free of 
vibration. I can only put this down to 
the fact that steering “box” is attached 
to the wooden bulkhead, and this has a 
damping effect.

The car’s comfortable cruising speed 
is 45mph, and even at this speed you 
have to keep a close eye on the speedo 
as it will go faster. I get the feeling that 
the motor would keep revving until it 
exploded. The lubrication system does 
not inspire confidence in running at 
high revs. The splash-feed big ends will 
be OK as long as the oil pressure gauge 
is registering something. It normally 
only shows 1 ½ PSI, but as long is it 
isn’t at zero, then oil is moving and all 
is well. The centre main bearing gets its 
own supply of lubricant pumped in, but 
the front and rear mains rely on luck. 
Still, this engine has done thousands of 
miles, so the system must work.

On the open road, driving it at 
touring speed is interesting. Despite 
the very direct steering, and the 30 x 
3 ½ beaded edge tyres making minimal 
contact with the road, the driver doesn’t 
have to hang on to the wheel and fight 
the steering. Unless, that is, you happen 
to be on an uneven surface. When this 
happens, the chassis twists, and with 
the steering box not being attached to 
it, the car will steer itself, which can 
come as a surprise to an unwary driver. 
There is very little slack in the steering, 
and once you are accustomed to the 
directness of it, cornering is excellent. 

As a matter of fact, I am prepared 
to state that the 490 is more comfort-
able, and drives better than the later 
model 4 cylinder Superior models, and 
holds the road and steers better than 
the 6 cylinder models. If I had to make 
a choice between driving all day in 
either the 490, or the 1929 Chevrolet 6 
which sits beside it in the same shed I 
would take the 490. It might be slower, 

less powerful, and have minimal brakes, but it is less taxing on the 
driver, and is a thoroughly enjoyable little car. 

The car is owned by Len and Gladys Haycock, the author’s 
parents. bw

behind thelwheel



Franklin Engineering is based in Pukehohe.  
We have been in business for 40 years, under the 

ownership of Terry O’Flaherty

We are the most complete engine reconditioning machine 
shop in New Zealand, with a full inhouse service 

We are also specialists in metal reclaim of worn shafts 
and other components, back to standard, using the latest 

technology in metal reclaiming, with no heat distortion.

FULL BALANCING FACILITIES (Latest Technology)

METAL RECLAIMING SPECIALIST

MANUFACTURING & REPAIRING COMPONENTS

MANUFACTURING OF PISTON RINGS, CYLINDER LINERS & MORE

WHITE METALLING

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe 

Ph 09 238 4079  
Fax 09 238 4437 
email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

         VINTAGE  
REPAIR SHOP

At our recent AGM, the Branch had the honour of 
presenting our first 50 year badge. On behalf of the 
NZVCC, our Branch Patron Ken Ivory, one of our 

foundation members, presented Joly Brice with his 50 year badge. 
We were pleased that Joly was able to stay for the entire meeting 
and enjoy meeting up with old and new friends.

Joly and his brother Codge first shared a side valve Morris 
Minor Convertible which was almost new at the time. In 1957, 
following a Vintage car display in Nelson, their Dad, Bill Brice 
found a 1918 Dodge tourer which was quickly restored in time 
for a VCC Rally in Picton. Soon afterwards the Morris Minor 
was traded for a 1931 Rolls-Royce 20/25 which Codge restored 
and won Concours d’elegance at a VCC Rally in Christchurch in 
1958. 

Over the years Joly has had an Armstrong Siddeley, two new 
Ford Falcons, Rover 2000, Jaguar XJ6 2.8, BMW 320, Mercedes 
250 and a Mercedes CE300. Also for many years he shared 
an unrestored 1927 Packard. His collection of car books and 
magazines is very extensive and Vintage and exotic cars have been 
a large interest in his life. The VCC has been a life-long interest 
for him and the Beaded Wheels a favourite. 

Joly says that after the Picton Rally he and Codge joined the 
Canterbury Branch of the VCC (which Dennis King belonged 
to). Along with others they met with Denny at the Nelson AA 
and formed the Nelson Branch of the VCC. Some Canterbury 
members were also present at this meeting. The Nelson Branch 
evolved from this meeting with Denny King’s guidance.

Joly used to take in all Nelson Branch activities for many years 
but because of ill-health he has not attended many recently and 
his absence has been noticed by the older members of the Branch. 
Congratulations Joly, well done. bw

NELSON BRANCH 

50 Year Award

Patron Ken Ivory (left) with Joly Brice at the award presentation.

We have a full machine shop to cater to any  
reconditioning needs you require, from the smallest job to 

a complete rebuild. 

Along with Terry’s 40 odd years we also have other 
Vintage specialist staff, who can remember the cars of 

yesteryear and how they work.

For any enquiries please feel free to phone or send an 
email enquiry.
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The Dream
For 30 something years I (Graham) had 

dreamed of owning a Master 6 Buick around 
1926. I had memories of the very original 
car that the late Norm Skevington owned 
and wished for one just like it. However 
when I came upon the 1924 model 35 (4 
cylinder tourer) in Amberley in 1970 I 
opted for that. The car had family connec-
tions as my father used to go to dances in 
it with the Croft brothers who had owned 
it most of its life. I’m ashamed to admit 
that this car is still in the garage and the 
restoration is not yet finished but its getting 
close now! In the interim we have done 
many things but all the while the Master 
6 dream has never faded – little did I know 
what was to unfold in the years ahead.

My good friend Murray Trounson, a ‘26 
Master expert (and respected ex-Dunedi-
nite) had made an excellent job of restoring 
his ‘26 Master tourer in 1986 using Norm’s 
car as a reference. Norm had owned 
his largely original ‘26 for many years 
having bought it from Vic Kiesanowski, 
(another Canterbury branch name) and 
rallied it extensively in the South Island 
in the ‘60s and ‘70s. That car allegedly 
towed huge trailer loads of vegetables 
on the Kiesanowski market garden near 
Christchurch.

I had talked to Murray on many 
occasions over the years about Norm’s car 
as he was the last local to have worked on it 
when, in 1991, he helped Marie Skevington 
sell the car following Norm’s death. Murray 
and I both had fond memories of the car 

that I had never really seen in detail but 
which Murray knew intimately, having 
measured almost every inch of its 120 
inch wheelbase, and copying its original 
features. The car went to Tauranga in 
1991 but broke down in Blenheim where 
Peter Holdaway so ably fettled it. It was 
there that I last saw the car as we lived in 
Blenheim at the time. The car remained 
largely unheard of until news came that its 
owner had passed away after approximately 
10 years of ownership.

While Trounson had lamented 
its passing from Canterbury I had kept 
distantly in touch with Lois Crawford who 
had the car. She was very kind and helpful 
but explained that administration of the 
deceased estate meant the Buick could not 
be disposed of immediately…but that she 
would keep me informed. 

I talked to Murray about how special 
it would be if I could buy the car and 
get it going in time for the Canterbury 
Branch 50th Anniversary Rally, partly as 
a tribute to Norm but also to fulfil my 
dream to own a Buick Master. Murray 
was right behind the idea and threw his 
expertise and extensive parts stock behind 
it; “you’ll never find a better one” were his 
lasting words. Purchase was still a dream 
away and I had yet to convince my lovely 
wife Jan why I needed two Buicks, a not 
unreasonable question! The news finally 
came that the car was available and that 
Ray Singleton at Te Puke would manage 
the sale, possibly one of the last he would 
handle before the well known Te Puke 

Vintage Auto Barn was closed down. Ray 
was immensely helpful and we negotiated 
a deal which could return the car to its 
‘spiritual’ home in Canterbury, although I 
was sympathetic to local Tauranga enthu-
siasts who were hoping to retain it in their 
area. Lois was pleased the car was going to 
a Buick enthusiast, Trounson was delirious 
it might return to Christchurch and I was 
full of mixed emotions as I had yet to put 
the deal to Jan who was overseas at the 
time. On her return she conceded that the 
only way to cure my love affair with Buicks 
was to give in and let me buy the car I had 
so often talked about – I could not believe 
the 30-year-old dream was beginning to 
materialise.

The car finally appeared in Lincoln 
on the morning of 9 May 2006, looking 
decidedly down at the mouth, but with 
obvious potential. “The Eagle has landed” 

The Eagle has Landed

Words & Photos Graham Sibbald (with lots of help from Murray Trounson)

Norm Skevington with the car on one of Murray’s 
frequent visits in the early eighties, to measure, 
photograph and study the car.
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was the subject heading of the email I sent 
to Trounson after Jeffs delivered the car 
by transporter from Tauranga at 9.30am. 
I hadn’t seen the car since that day in 
Blenheim 16 years ago – but now it was 
safely locked in my garage looking rather 
tired, similar to me at the time actually! 
“The Eagle has landed” continues to this 
day to be the subject heading of emails 
between us about this car.

We restrained ourselves until the 
following Saturday morning when we 
launched into the mission to reactivate 
it. While all this emotion was going on, 
Trounson had made contact with Marie 
Skevington and informed her the car 
was back in Christchurch, in the hands 
of a Buick nut which she was delighted 
to hear. The 50th Anniversary Rally at 
Labour weekend seemed ages away and 
we had plenty of time to get everything 
sorted – but everything became the key 
word! We were a little suspicious of the 
motoring it had done in the previous 16 
years in Tauranga when we spotted the 
current WOF was from the Caltex Garage 
in Belfast, dated late in 1991!

The euphoria had to end and it would.

The Reality
Murray and I, supported by Ashley 

Milliken in Timaru and a few other Buick 
enthusiasts set about giving the car a 
thorough going over. Towards the end of 
the first weekend we attempted to get it 
going. It started, but the unnoticed broken 
exhaust manifold curtailed activities 
and created what was to become the 
beginning of a classic Vintage story! 

The exhaust manifold heat valve 
was badly broken, probably from 
striking the low slung exhaust system 
when loading the vehicle on to its 
transporters for the trip south. It was 
duly welded by 3 Way Welding at 
Wigram and we tried again the following 
weekend. This time it ran, but very poorly 
which was hardly surprising as a compres-
sion check showed 20-20-40-40-40-0 wet 
and dry! There was also a terrible clattering 
noise that had us guessing until we would 
come to terms with the inevitable later on. 
So off came the head to discover all the 
exhaust valves burnt, some badly, and the 
carbie air regulator spring lodged under the 
no 5 inlet valve! The pistons were noted 
as “loose”.

This began the first of many forays 
into Trounson’s promised parts stock as 
we hunted for useable valves and new 
carbie parts. The radiator came out at 
the same time and was tidied up and the 
hoses replaced – the top radiator hose had 
a garden hose connector glued inside to 
reduce the diameter down to about half an 

inch, apparently to try to stop overheating 
caused by excessive circulation. The fan 
was a 1928 part and was in poor condition 
so the fan system hardware was replaced 
with the correct parts generously donated 
from the Milliken and Trounson Buick 
emporiums and we have had no water 
problems since.

Around this time Neil Rooney, a Buick 
enthusiast from Oamaru, contacted us 
regarding a collection of Buick bits stored 
at Wigram that he had purchased and 
needed to find good homes for. A pleasant 
afternoon was spent in late May 2006, 
sorting bits and resulted in Trounson and I 
heading home with a few Buick Master bits 
and pieces, while Neil took a large trailer 

load back to Oamaru. A Master engine was 
also on its way to Ashley in Timaru.

We had fiddled with the Marvel carbie 
but it also needed attention when its time 
was due. A check showed a home-made air 
regulator spring of entirely the wrong speci-
fication was installed, presumably when 
the original went up the inlet manifold! 
The exhaust manifold, also a 1928 part, 
was badly cracked and, to put it bluntly, 
was stuffed. So back to the emporium. In 
fact I had a good manifold, obtained from 
the Wigram parts collection, which was 
duly refaced. New gaskets were made up by 
the Christchurch Gasket Company, and 
the whole set up was reassembled.

Joy at last, but the dreadful clatter 
remained, there were oil leaks everywhere, 
a blocked and defunct oil filter assembly 
and a constant 15 psi oil pressure! Focus 

now shifted to the oil system which we 
completely dismantled and cleaned. A new 
external filter system was installed and the 
plumbing tidied up, but what about that oil 
pump? Yip, Trounson was right again, the 
relief valve spring was correct and present 
but was in several bits and the drive was 
almost sheared! In with the correct parts 
and now we had correct specification oil 
pressure (up to 30 psi) – but the clatter 
remained. Could it be the camshaft, or 
piston slap that was bad? There was quite 
bad bore taper, but surely not the pistons? I 
removed the pistons from below only to be 
showered with broken piston rings! Back to 
the stock room for a set of good used rings 
which were duly installed. At the same 

time, we decided to take the timing 
cover off and check the camshaft gear 
and have a good look around the front 
end of the engine (we were getting 
suspicious of anything by this time), so 
off came the radiator again. “Why is 
the camshaft timing gear fitted back to 
front so that the thrust face is in fresh 
air” I asked Trounson. Good Grief! 

Luckily a new gear came with the car so we 
fitted that correctly and reassembled the 
engine again – but the clatter, although 
improved with some vestige of piston rings, 
still remained. 

By now it was mid-winter and it was 
getting cold in the shed at night, Labour 
weekend was much closer and we were 
getting tired. Jan (and Trounson’s wife 
Kerrie) remained supportive but could see 
that the Buick nuts were struggling to get 
the car to run properly at all, and were 
actually starting to go nuts (or nuttier?). I 
was accused of being a perfectionist what 
with being an aircraft engineer and all 
that. The weekends were becoming more 
fraught as time ran out and problems 
mounted. There were still new tyres to get 
from Rod Welch, a full service to be done, 
WOF obtained, a good clean all over, tidy 

The 1926 Master tourer as it arrived off transporter, May 2006.

What’s the difference between  
The Dream and The Reality?  

About five months, some cash and  
a lot of hard work!
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up the bright work, fix the sagging hood, 
and replace the tenuous battery box. The 
list went on but we had to press on to the 
target of the Anniversary Rally.

What’s the difference between The 
Dream and The Reality? – About five 
months, some cash and a lot of hard work!

We elected to carry on with the servicing 
and hopefully gain the long awaited WOF 
but the final road test showed the ‘clatter” 
was just too much – it was definitely piston 
noise. The bore wear was bad, the noise was 
something else, the engine smoked and the 
car struggled to make 30mph. It was now 
about a month out from Labour weekend 
and Trounson and I were exhausted and 
somewhat dejected (well I was anyway) 
as we faced the prospect of not making 
the Anniversary Rally. We needed a hefty 
injection of enthusiasm. A cup of tea and 
some superb examples of Jan’s baking once 
again stabilised our dejection and balanced 
our enthusiasm. The only solution would 
be a rebore and a new set of aluminium 
pistons but there was insufficient time to 
get these imported and the cylinder block 
off, rebored and refitted plus get the WOF 
and complete the other tasks (including 
that battery box.) 

It was here that Trounson hit upon 
another one of his (typically) brilliant 
ideas – “If I have a ’25 cylinder block in 
stock” which has a 3 3⁄8" bore we could 
bore it to 3 ½" and refit the original iron 
pistons but with new rings” he said with 
excitement. The theory was good, it wasn’t 
a flash solution and we were losing the 
stomach for another marathon effort, but 
using another cylinder block would gain 
us valuable time. Another cup of tea and 
some more baking to consider this prospect 
carefully was required. Trounson always 
thinks better with a full stomach.

Like we did during the Dunolly Horn 
saga (BW 249, April 2001) we made a plan; 
if Trounson could locate the ‘25 cylinder 
block in his emporium and if I could 
get Russell Hayes at Hills Road Motor 

Reconditioners to bore it and fit new rings 
to the original pistons in a week, that 
would leave us a week to reassemble the 
engine, get a WOF and tidy the other jobs 
up – (Piece of cake? … we thought).

I secretly hoped that Trounson might 
not find a good cylinder block or that 
Russell would say it was an impossible 
timescale as I was getting tired and the 
dream could wait a little longer, after all it 
had been 30 years in the making already! 
But the roller coaster ride was to continue. 
While watching the Bathurst race on TV 
in his garage, (yuppie), Trounson found a 
good block, cleaned it, removed the frost 
plugs, several inches of grease and untold 
rust flakes. Meantime Russell said he would 
give the rebore his best shot, so I set about 
removing the sump and pistons for what 
was the third time as Trounson’s “brilliant” 
idea began to take shape. 

In the interim I attended to some of 
the other jobs but didn’t get as far as 
the battery box. The big clean up started 
and my arms were aching as I wrestled 
unsuccessfully with new tires and polishing 
years of dirt and corrosion away. Trounson 
worked like a slave taking over fitting the 
new 600x21 tyres (he’s an ace with a rim 
spreader on what are pretty big rims) and 
helping with other jobs as his weekends 
disappeared into my shed.

The block appeared on Friday night 
one week out from Labour weekend, but 
without the new rings installed or the 
pistons fitted. Russell had worked tirelessly 
on the block which had several cracks we 
had not spotted and which, due to a staff 
error, had to be sleeved back to 3 ½" after 
it was inadvertently over-bored. Would 
nothing ever go right with this car? Was 
this a Buick too far? Why was God testing 
us? (Or was there a special Buick god that 
would kick in and help us soon?)

I spent Saturday fitting the rings, and 
on Sunday while it hailed outside we fitted 
the pistons and by Tuesday night we had 
it running again. It went much better but 

there was still a little piston slap which 
will never be cured until the iron pistons 
are replaced, but at least it was operating. 
By Wednesday night I had the WOF after 
the boys at Fitzgerald Motors went out of 
their way to accommodate our very tight 
schedule. At this point I was exhausted 
and didn’t know whether to laugh or cry! It 
looked like we would make the rally after 
all if everything else went to plan. There 
was no time for the paintwork or hood 
to be fixed up, or the bumpers refitted 
and some of these jobs are still waiting. 
Finally on the eve of Labour Weekend I 
literally put the tools and polishing cloths 
down, and rushed over to Cutler Park, 
McLean’s Island to pick up our rally pack 
and our complimentary copy of the 50th 
Anniversary book “Vintage Gold” so ably 
compiled by Colin Rae (another Buick 
enthusiast). This event was poignant as 
one of Canterbury Branch’s most rallied 
cars was about to re-emerge on the Branch’s 
50th birthday. It did feel good to have 
made it this far and receiving Colin’s book 
was the “icing on the cake”– this is what 
Vintage motoring is all about!

By this stage we were both exhausted 
and Trounson still had to finish fettling 
his ’26 Master so he could join us on the 
rally next day – it was 20 years since these 
two Buick Masters had rallied together 
(The 1986 Pan Pacific Rally when Norm 
was Rally Secretary was the last time), and 
if it wasn’t for Murray’s inspiration and 
encouragement it probably wouldn’t have 
happened for another 20 years, if at all.

The Eagle lifts off
And so it was with great pride and 

relief that we drove from Lincoln to 
McLean’s Island on Saturday morning of 
Labour Weekend 2006 to join in the 50th 
Anniversary Rally – Norm would have 
been happy I’m sure. The car attracted 
some interest amongst older members of 
the Branch, particularly at the Kaiapoi 
lunch stop.

It would be fair to say that we completed 
the rally with trepidation, not having 
driven the car for more than a few miles 
and not knowing what else might be 
lurking through lack of use and mainte-
nance. But we got there and proudly 
received our plaque which has joined all 
the others on the dashboard continuing to 
document the rally history of this amazing 
car – what a relief.

But we were not done yet, the battery 
box that was still on our list of “to do’s”, 
finally gave way as we left McLean’s Island 
and the car died on Pound Road. After 
being rescued with some extra strong 
cable ties supplied by Team McClintock 

The dashboard which shows off many rallies completed in the early Skevington years.



RALLY DATES 
Just to remind members that the 

dates are the 17 to 27 January 2012 at 
Wanganui. It is our intention to have Rally 
Routes (non competitive) that commence 
from around New Zealand to finish in 
Wanganui.

WEBSITE
The site is now working and we invite 

you to register your interest on line. The 
address is www.verorally2012.co.nz We 
would like as many members as possible to 
register so that we can fully confirm that 
this site is user-friendly. 

PHOTOGRAPHS
We would also like you to place some of 

your previous International or Pan Pacific 
rally photographs on the web site. Initially 
we are interested in obtaining photographs 
from the Invercargill Rally.

CLIVE WHITHAM   
2012 RALLY SECRETARY

Clive joined the Wanganui Branch of 
the Vintage Car Club of NZ in 1979, the 
proud new owner of a 1936 Standard 12. 
Since then he has added a 1937 Standard 
Flying 10, a 1957 Berkeley sports car, a 
1969 Chrysler Valiant VF (courtesy of his 
Mum), and a 1970 Morris Mini K. 

He has competed in two international 
rallies, his first experience being in Rotorua 
1980 and his second in Palmerston North 
in 1992. (He even came very close to 
winning that one!)

With his public service clerical 
background in Social Welfare (15 years), 
legal executive (2 years), and position 
of Inspector for the Wanganui District 
Council (18 years to date), Clive brings a 
lot of experience to the 2012 committee. 
Clive has been on the local committee 
three times over the time of his member-
ship, with the last two being as Rally 
Secretary. He has now stood down from 
that position to devote his energy to the 
2012.

Clive is married 
to Wendy, and 
they have a keen 
“up and coming” 
prospective club 
member in their 
son Kieran (aged 
12). Already he’s 
navigated his way 
through many 
rallies, won the 
“Blue smoke and 
pedals” trophy, and is 
the epitome of what the Vintage Car Club 
of NZ needs... keen, young members!

Clive is very approachable, feel free to 
contact him through the new website.

INTERNATIONAL VEHICLES
We would also like to hear from people 

who know of vehicles outside New Zealand 
that may be coming to New Zealand to 
take part in the Rally. E-mail addresses 
of those people may allow us to gather 
information which would lead to stories 
that may appear in Beaded Wheels. With 
international visitors in mind Transport 
Logistics in Christchurch have agreed to 
be our preferred provider helping inter-
national members in bringing vehicles to 
New Zealand for the rally. The company is 
owned and operated by Doug Smith who 
is a keen motorcyclist and owns a Series II 
long wheelbase Landrover which he will be 
bringing to the 2012 Rally. Further infoma-
tion will be provided in the future but his 
website address is sales@transportlogistics.
co.nz. and it can be located through a link 
with our website.

Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ

Rally Director

Vero Rally 2012
An International Rally in Wanganui, N.Z.

Organised by the Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc.

PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4543, New Zealand
Email: info@rally2012.co.nz www.verorally2012.co.nz

RALLY UPDATE 4

Clive Whitham,  
2012 Rally Secretary

No– Muri Pu–kenga Ko– Mua Pu–a Wai
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following closely behind in the Model T, 
and the irrepressible Trounson who had 
parked his Buick at home and headed off 
on a mission to rescue us in his trusty 
Corona, we finally made Lincoln around 
6pm, exhausted, but exhilarated. 

Since that magic event we have 
completed the Southbridge picnic run and 
the Branch Annual Rally in Feb 2007 
without drama. On day two of the Branch 
Annual Rally I invited Trounson to drive 
while I navigated (Jan is a one day rally 
person). After calling in to a surprised 
congregation at our local church in Tai 
Tapu which was along the rally route, we 
strayed further from the script and made 
unannounced calls on Craig Shadbolt 
and on Marie Skevington who still resides 
at the Buick’s original Belfast address. 
She was delighted to see the car back in 
Christchurch and was able to fill us in on 
some of the history and we in turn were 
able to explain some of the trials and 
tribulations we had experienced in reacti-
vating the car.

After that event Murray observed that 
it drives very nicely – the steering is light, 
the brakes reliable, the gearbox and clutch 
smooth, and is a real delight to drive. Now 
it is possible he could be biased !

The exhaust has now been replaced, 
bumpers refitted and the whole car has 
been fettled and cleaned up and rests 
peacefully while the ’24 restoration takes 
its place for completion. It is going quite 
well apart from those pistons and we 
have done a couple more events in the 
meantime. There are still jobs to do and 
then hopefully have some more fun next 
rally season.

As I write this over a year since the car 
arrived I still have mixed emotions – it 
is a privilege to own such an original car 
with a local history and which would lose 
its patina if it was restored. I hope we and 
subsequent owners continue to get much 
pleasure from it as Norm Skevington and 
others did before us. We didn’t win any 
prizes on the 50th Anniversary rally but 
Murray and I felt we had won everything 
— we had returned the well known Buick 
to Canterbury, refettled it, and completed 
the rally just as we had dreamed of 12 
months earlier..

Finally a very heartfelt thanks to 
Murray, Ashley Milliken, Neil Rooney and 
the long suffering Jan and Kerrie. Without 
you all I could not have realised the dream 
to own such a special Buick. bw
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As the result of a desire to travel over Dansey’s Pass in a 
Vintage vehicle a run was organised for 6 October 2007. 
Invitations were placed in several branch magazines and as 

a result, five vehicles from Timaru, seven from Waimate, two from 
North Otago and one from Otago assembled on the Duntroon 
green soon after 10am. The slowest vehicle departed soon after 
and was followed by the rest at various intervals. We were lucky, 
as the pass road had been closed until 4pm the previous day but 
we encountered some fantastic views, sunshine, wind and, at the 
summit, sleet and snow.

By 12.15pm, we had all arrived safely at Kyeburn Diggings 
where the majority enjoyed the hospitality of the Dansey’s Pass 
Coach Inn for lunch. Following this, in bright, sunny, calm condi-
tions we all admired and photographed the vehicles that were all a 
lot dirtier than when they had set off.

Next, Naseby beckoned, where most checked out the town.  
Highlights included Winton’s museum and the cafe along with 
supervising the loading of a recently purchased Austin A70 (there 
was no shortage of advisers) for its trip to Morven. As it turned 
out, this vehicle had previously been dumped by another of the 
members travelling in the party. The ice-cream flavours were tested 
and the Model Ts were admired as they drove through the town.

By 5pm we congregated at the home of Terry and Ann 
Buchanan to enjoy a barbecue tea. We cannot thank this couple 
enough for their invitation and the superb hospitality. This was 
most appreciated.

Then came the highlight of the evening as 14 of us tried 
curling. After a video giving us an idea of what we had to achieve, 
it was down to the ice to give it a go. This is a sport that almost 
anybody can do, even those in a wheelchair. The rubber overshoes 
prevent you from falling or slipping and although the curling 
stones weigh 20kgs, they are easy to propel along the ice. It was 
obvious that we were all learners but we had a tremendous amount 
of fun, even the spectators. Never have I seen a group of men so 
eager to use a broom with so much enthusiasm.

On Sunday morning, we met in Ranfurly, where many were in 
a state of shock, (All Blacks eliminated) and once again wandered 
around the shops and displays. Thank you to the businesses that 
opened especially for us. Lunch was a shared affair held in the 
premises of the East Otago Vintage Machinery Club, at Palmerston. 
We all relaxed, chatted and later admired the large display of 
restored tractors and machinery. Many of the males were seen 
scouring through the scrap metal yard searching for treasure. By 
2pm everyone was homeward bound. This had been a great 
non-competitive outing and was wonderful to see different branch 
members intermingling due to a common interest, where many 
stories were told, acquaintances made and many handbrakes tried 
and tested. Along the way we saw several interesting signs, none 
more so than the cemetery sign in Naseby.  bw

Dansey’s Pass Run
Words by Liz Chynoweth Photos Liz Chynoweth & B Webber

A night of curling – Diane Jones, Lindsay Jones and Ron Hight sweeping with 
enthusiasm. Road sign found in Naseby township.

Lunch stop at Kyeburn Diggings l to r: L Jones Austin-Healey, J Millar’s 
Chevrolet, B Partel’s Chevrolet, K Perry’s Ford, J Chynoweth Buick, R 
Hight’s Ford.



Regarding your request for information frontispiece Beaded Wheels 
290, I cannot supply any information but I can supply photos of 
possibly the same event racing on a beach north of Dunedin.

Below are photos of a hill climb event, possibly on Patmos Avenue, 
north of Dunedin. Its hard to imagine turning up with these types 
of cars on those types of road surfaces these days and taking their 
cobbers along.

Photos sent in by Graham Dalton
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VINTAGE 
SNAPSHOTS
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Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______
Renewal sent to: (if different from above):

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______

a great gift idea

subscribe today & save
Why not treat someone special to a gift that lasts all year? By becoming a subscriber to Beaded Wheels you 
can save 10% on the newstand price and guarantee that you don’t miss a single issue at the same time. 

 subscription form

Please send a subscription for

 6 Issues - New Zealand $33 (inc p&p)

 6 Issues - Australia NZ$48

 6 Issues - Elsewhere NZ$65 

Payment by   Cheque 

  Credit Card Expiry Date: __ /__ /
 Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Number    

Name on Card:_________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: __________________________________________________

Beaded Wheels

Post to: FREEPOST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141

The annual Northland Motorcycle 
Rally took place amid glorious 
sunshine on Saturday 17 May. 

Fifty-five riders gathered from as far afield 
as Taumaranui, Tokoroa, Hamilton and 
Auckland in support of the Northland 
Branch. This time around some of the 
old-hands were riding not their usual 
British bikes, but modern Jap machines. 
Mind you, after knee operations and the 
like push-button starting would sure help! 
Their efforts riding up from Auckland must 
be commended. We even had a Douglas 
Dragonfly on the run the first one this 
scribe has seen in the flesh, a most unusual 
machine! 

The run started with a timed section 
through the back blocks of Mataua all on 
sealed roads. Then a short run up SH1 
to the turn off to Russell and up the East 
Coast Road. If ever a road was made for 
motorcycling this is it! Up hill, down dale, 
more corners per mile than you will find 
anywhere else in New Zealand. Riders 
reported “it had everything that a motor-
cyclist could wish for”. The morning run 
finished at the Russell RSA for lunch. A 
Show and Shine was judged by popular 
vote. The winning bike was Peter Cooper’s 
1937 Rudge Ulster. 

The return journey was across the 
harbour via the Opua Ferry onto the 

Paihia-Kawakawa Road, then down SH1 
back to the clubrooms for a cuppa. 

An enjoyable dinner and prize-giving 
followed in the evening and Martin Spicer 
of Auckland was proclaimed the overall 
winner. The winning lady rider was Linley 
Deane riding a 1951 BSA B31. 

On Sunday morning, a continental 
breakfast was supplied by the club for all 
who wanted it. You could even sample 
free-range wild honey! After goodbyes, all 
headed home still in fine sunny weather. 
Well done Peter West-Hill and team.

bw .

Northland 
Motorcycle Rally
Words & Photos Terry Lambess

Right: Linley Deane, winning Lady Rider, starting out.
Below: Peter West Hill giving instruction to Alan 
Grime and passenger.
Lower: 1956 Douglas Dragonfly 350cc.
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1975-76 FORD FAIRLANE CAR X ESTATE  Low 
mileage, two owners, 6L motor. Bronze colour with 
vinyl top. In good condition. On view in Blenheim. 
Phone 03 578 3998

AUSTIN 7 SPECIAL 1933  2 seater, alloy body. Quick, 
economical and reliable. Pressure fed crank, Renault 
rods/pistons, fabricated manifolds, SU carb, hydraulic 
brakes with alloy b/plates, CR box, 12v and numerous 
other mods. This is a well developed car. Craig 
03 383 3159, mcaracowie@gmail.com  MEM 

AUSTIN A30 1954  Fawn colour, warranted and 
registered. I still drive it $4,000. Phone Lorraine 03 
327 7397 

CHRYSLER WATER PUMP  New, unused. suit 6 
cylinder 1935-1950 Plymouth, Dodge & ’36-‘54 
DeSoto. & Chrysler. $200. TRIUMPH TR6 repair 
manual. Hard cover, tidy ( PI and carburettor 
models) $50. LAYCOCK-DE- NORMANVILLE Electric 
overdrive service instruction manual. As fitted to 
Triumph TR2, Vanguard etc.  $15.00 Rod Begbie  03 
308 4402     rodmargbegbie@xtra.co.nz  MEM 

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST. 
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and state their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 
words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8140, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE

AU TO M OTI V E  WOO DG R A I N I NG  
 When restoring your car there is only 
one way to restore your metal window 
frames & dashboard: metal woodgraining.  
For information and free quotes contact 
Barry Drake. Phone 03 447 3802 or write to  
1623 Chatto Creek, RD3, Alexandra 9393.   MEM

1929 MORRIS ISIS  Complete Restoration project. 
Engine and front end reconditioned. All steel body. 
Chrome work done. Heaps of parts, $7,500 ono. 
Phone Dave 03 236 7910 Southland  MEM

1929-31 GRAHAM-PAIGE ENGINE (NO HEAD)  also 
2 headlights in good order and side lights. $500. 
Phone evenings 03 248 7578   MEM

1934 MORRIS SEDAN 10/6  great paintwork. Goes 
well WOF Reg currently. Ready to roll. Make an 
offer. Phone Tony Ferguson 06 870 0774  MEM

1959 HOLDEN FC SPECIAL  Panel work done.   
Engine, seats and windows removed. This is a 
complete car which comes with some spares and 
new rubber. Phone 06 278 4345  MEM

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish.  
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum Advance Units.  
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED.  

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa,   
Manukau City, 2576. 

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING  including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or 06 368 2202 Levin.

COACHBUILDER  Re-wooding, panelwork, 
fabrication, fibreglass work of Vintage and 
Classic cars. Full or part restorations. For all your 
restoration requirements phone Davies Coachworks 
03 310 6691 cell 027 330 9581 Rangiora. Qualified 
Coachbuilder. Veteran•Vintage•Classic 

1962 HILLMAN MINX  Stored undercover. Has some 
rust but is a complete car. No WOF, Rego on hold. 
Plus a trailer load of spare parts. $1,500 ono Can be 
seen on Trade Me. For further information phone 07 
549 2812 Allan Bright.   MEM 

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood  John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598. Cell 021 109 1309 or 
Email martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

BEADED WHEELS MAGAZINE  All magazines (except 
230) from No 181 Dec 1989 to present day No 
292. In good condition. Offers for all or part to Roy 
Brown, Otorohanga. Phone 07 873 8034.  MEM 

BUMPER BADGES  Gold & Chrome – $21, Brass $18, 
plus postage, while current stocks last. Available 
from: The Secretary, Hawke's Bay Branch Vintage 
Car Club of NZ Inc., PO Box 3406, Napier 4142.  MEM 

FIVE WIRE WHEELS 16"  Ford 32-35. Excellent rubber 
and hubcaps. $1,250. Phone 021 784 690  MEM 

EUROPEAN HOLIDAYS. Camper vans, 
motorhomes and cars for hire. Excellent helpful 
service, best rates in UK. For brochures phone 
07 853 2711 or phone Kiwi Hire Direct 44 1 432 
870 410 fax 44 1 432 870 875

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz
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1939 INTERNATIONAL D2 ½ TON PICKUP 
FLAT DECK  Original low mileage vehicle, had 
new wiring, brakes, wheel bearings & radiator. 
Seat upholstered, engine overhaul. High speed 
diff. Good runner. Rego on hold VIC. $13,000 ono 
Phone John Foot 07 823 5641  MEM

1957 VAUXHALL VICTOR SERIES F 1.  58,771 
miles. Very rare model, 3 owners. Drives well, 
straight and in original condition. Will sell with 
new WOF and rego. Offers over $6,000.00.  
Evening 03 693 9913

1963 ROVER 3 LITRE.  Original condition 2 tone 
grey new battery, good tyres $5000 Phone 03 
216 0969

1955 HILLMAN CALIFORNIAN 1600CC  OHV 
recon engine, paint & upholstery good. Needs 
carpets, ext sunvisor, radials. Spare gear box, 
bonnet, glass, steering column controls, chrome. 
A very motorable car. $5,500 ono. Phone Brian 
07 847 9990  MEM

AUSTIN 7 CHUMMY TOURER 1929   
Reconditioned engine, not yet run in. New radiator 
core, battery and carpets. WOF & Rego. Restored 
about 1985 very little use since. Tidy usable and 
fun classic. $11,500. Can deliver anywhere in NZ, 
vehicle in Canterbury. Phone 03 365 1938 or Email 
Kevin.joan@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

1957 MORRIS MINOR 1000 CONVERTIBLE 
 Restored some six years ago at a cost in excess 
of $20,000 (receipts available). Car type FCD21.  
Reg and WOF. $12,500. Phone 03 545 2521 
Nelson  MEM

1964 EH HOLDEN SPECIAL,  4 Door sedan, 
3,000 miles on recon motor. Used regularly as 
second car. Winner of P60 Class Restoration 2005. 
$12,000 ono. Phone 03 327 8534  MEM

1928 CHRYSLER ROADSTER,  Model 62 Wire 
Wheels, Twin Side Mounts, Older Restoration, 
Very Reliable and Tidy $35,000 Phone Ted 09 412 
6962 WK 09 412 2006 HM  MEM

1956 BENTLEY S1   Olde English White, tan 
leather. 4887cc, straight-6, automatic. A 
new-in-NZ car, first owned by Sir James Fletcher. 
Excellent condition. New CoF to Dec 08 and 
registered to June 2009, currently commercially 
used for weddings. Ross Stewart 09 630 3564.  
 MEM

1952 COOPER MARK V1  Well known New 
Zealand new car with a long and interesting 
history. Fully rebuilt in 1970, same owner for 
nearly 40 years. This car comes with a large spares 
inventory and fully enclosed road trailer. Consider 
part-exchange fifties or sixties sports car. Phone/
fax 09 480 9881   MEM

1928 CHEVROLET CAPITOL TRUCK (LO MODEL) 
 timber framework & unique canvas canopy. 
Carrying capacity 1 ton. Good body condition, 
engine needs overhaul.  Lots of spare parts, rego 
on  hold.  Reluctant sale, $13,000. Phone 03 388 
6852 or hawkescroft@yahoo.com

1928 CHEVROLET SEDAN.  Good body condition 
& in running order, rego on hold.   Lots of spare 
parts. Reluctant sale $17,000 phone 03 388 6852 
or hawkescroft@yahoo.com
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Wheels On Canvas

Your wheels, 
custom photographed anywhere

 and printed onto longlasting canvas.
ph Christchurch (03) 960 5176 
email imagery@paradise.net.nz 

For Info, contact

Chris Hope.

PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.U 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South 
Auckland. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. Contact; George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372, Fax 
03 338 5482.   MEM 

WORKSHOP MANUALS & SALES BROCHURES 
large stock of new and used for all types  
of vehicles from early 1900s onwards including 
cars, motorcycles, farm equipment, tractors, 
trucks. Transport book-find specialists.  
Mail, telephone and secure online orders.  
DML Manuals & Motor Books.  
www.manuals.co.nz Phone 03 614 7900.  
PO Box 25, Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

LATHE ENGINEERS BENGBU BV20  Bench type, 
single phase, 200mm Diameter over Bed, 400mm 
between centres, complete with 3 and 4 jaw chucks 
and all accessories $1,000 ono. Gas Welding set D/A 
4 bottles exchange complete. Arc Welder machine 
150 amp single phase. All in excellent condition. 
Offers to M Fisher phone 09 521 1908.  MEM 

MAGNETOS  Lucas KNI-3 and NI-4. Single cyl. Sound 
working cond. $275 ea. Phone 09 298 0599 or 0272 
975 354.  MEM 

MODEL A CONRODS  New replacement conrods 
engineered for the 21st century. Stronger than 
original with doweled bolts for precision cap 
alignment. Shell type bearings, no alterations 
required. For more information phone Motor 
Reconditioners 2002 Ltd, 03 366 0914.

MOON 1923 MODEL 640.  Remains of 2 cars. 
Suitable for restoration to rebuild a rare make. Body 
a bit sad. Come and have a look and make an offer 
at Canterbury Swap Meet in October. Phone 03 302 
8072.  MEM 

1929 MORRIS OXFORD  Interior needs doing 
but motor running. 12 volts. Hyd. brakes. $3,000. 
Recent photo. Phone Ken 09 412 9806  MEM

1929 NASH SPECIAL SIX RUMBLE SEAT COUPE  
Twin ignition. OHV 500 miles since ground up 
restoration. 12v electrics. Offers over $40,000 
considered. Phone Jim Taylor 03 235 8094  MEM

TYRE NEW RETREAD 500-525  X 16 Reidrubber, 
only $50 plus shipping from Palmerston North.  
Phone 06 354 4680  MEM 

TYRES  Crossplies 16" x 700 8-ply, Firestone 
Highway tread, 2 new retreads, one used. Mudlugs, 
two used $300 the lot. Set of five Reidrubber 16" 
x 6.70 good tread, $100 the set. One only unused 
“Ace” 17" x 4.50 $50. Phone 03 577 6658 J Sigley, 
20 Muller Rd, Blenheim.  MEM 

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   Mem.

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New York Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

WIRE WHEELS  Austin Seven 16" 1937; Austin Ten 
16" (4), 19" (2); Chev 16" (2); Ford A 19"; Ford C 
17" 1935-37 (16); Ford V8 – 6", 18"; Morris Eight 
17"; Morris 19" (2). $100 each plus freight. Phone 
Ronald 09 278 3888 Evenings.  MEM

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 
389-0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
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1925 YELLOWCAB 2 DOOR T 3. 15 CWT TRUCK  
Rolling chassis & parts. On 4 restored wheels 
with tyres & tubes, solid disc 20“ demountable 
ring wheels with right & left front & rear guards 
and running boards. Motor, g/box, diff, tail-shaft 
complete with orig. cowl section & two era front 
doors, bonnet, radiator & surround. No rear body 
(most were woodies). Speedo drive gear on front 
wheel, steering box shaft & crux wheel assy. 
Petrol tank & some mechanicals there.
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VINTAGE TRUNKS as seen in Issue 201, page 
17. Leather trim, waterproof, stock size or made to 
your measurements. Phone/Fax Allan on 06 844 
3959 or 025 469 331 to discuss your requirements. 
Allan Jones Joinery, Napier. Member.

1924 YELLOWCAB TAXI BROUGHAM  4 door 
Sedan rolling chassis on 4 restored wheels with 
tyres & tubes. Solid disc 20" demountable ring 
wheels with right & left front guards & running 
boards. With turning motor, gearbox, differential, 
tail-shaft complete with similar restorable era 4 
door body only to be mounted. With wheel gear 
for Speedo drive, steering box, column, steering 
wheel frame no wood rim. Petrol tank (pattern), 
incl. radiator.

1971 SUNBEAM RAPIER  Excellent order i.e. 
body, paint, chrome upholstery. Motor tuned for 
performance-overdrive. VIN cert. Many spares 
complete motor, cyl heads, o/drive, diff head etc. 
$7,500. Phone 06 758 1991 New Plymouth  MEM

1954 A40 SOMERSET  2267 miles since total 
restoration for 2006 Vero Rally. Factory radio, 
heater, original mileage 83894. Two owners from 
new $11,000. Phone 03 327 8111  MEM

1938 NASH LAFAYETTE,  Very good condition. 
Personalised plate. Heaps of spares. Drive it home. 
$14,000. Phone 03 544 8159  MEM

AUSTIN 7 ROYCROFT SPECIAL,  Works HC head 
pressure fed mains, and speed parts, had years 
of competition with VCC with VIC. Special trailer 
and racing parts, all for $10,000. Call Roy 09 267 
6644  MEM

1925 YELLOWCAB TAXI BROUGHAM  4 door 
Sedan Rolling chassis & parts on 4 restored 
wheels with tyres & tubes on solid disc 20“ 
demountable ring wheels & orig. hubcaps, right 
& left front guards, running boards. With motor, 
g/box, Diff, tail-shaft comp. with complimentary 
body panels inc. cowl section, front folding seats, 
rear passenger jump seats & rear squab. W/
screen, stanchions, & other restored items. Era 
rear tub section, side windows, bonnet, radiator, 
cap & surround, front door panels. Some orig. 
woodwork, trim, boards, speedo drive gear on 
front wheel, steering box shaft & crux wheel assy. 
(no rim) Restored dash panel, petrol tank, bonnet 
catches. 
 A Personalised plate “A 1925” Yellow cab is available as an 
extra for this vehicle 

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.

 Expressions of interest over $2,000 are invited 
for these mid ‘20s rolling vehicles as one lot. 
Vehicles offered as is where is as with a quantity 
of additional collected genuine parts, accessories, 
patterns & other restorable items to assist 
restorations. List available. These genuine Yellow 
Cab vehicles are reluctantly offered for sale with 
several options available to successful purchaser. 
Enquiries to: Moneysworth@paradise.net.nz

1951 AUSTIN A40.  This is probably the best 
in NZ, fully restored 10 years ago with nothing 
untouched. Good range of spares, motors well. 
Phone Ray Singleton 07 573 6547 selling on behalf 
of club member. $8,000  MEM
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome  

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

1927 FORD MODEL T ROADSTER PICKUP  Earlier 
restoration in good all round condition. Excellent 
upholstery. Ruckstell diff. Current reg & WOF. 
Includes number of spares for Roadster converson. 
Offers over $20,000. Phone 06 845 1933 after 
6pm  MEM

1928 FORD PHAETON  Good condition, goes 
well. WOF and registered. Many spares. $22,000 
ono. Phone/Fax 07 378 4489 Barry   MEM

PLYMOUTH 1933-34  17" wire wheels (set of 4), 
may have been on a 35 new as have guide pin 
hole which appear to be factory. $160. Phone 
Lindsay 03 437 0809 or 021 230 1062 Oamaru 
   MEM

1935 LAGONDA 3.5 LITRE TOURER  On behalf 
of the estate of S Jackson. This car was restored 
in 1980. Car has been extensively rallied in NZ. 
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
For more details email whitemetal@xtra.co.nz or 
phone 09 424 8839 ah or 027 669 9168  MEM

1930 DODGE DA  A strong motorable Vintage 
car in good condition. It has WOF, Reg and VCC 
identity card. Original ownership papers and 
extensive spare parts. $14,500. Phone 07 884 
4431 or email geo1@clear.net.nz  MEM

JAGUAR MK11 3.4.AUTO.  Chrome wire wheels.
Sahara Gold with light tan upholstery and carpets. 
Motor reconditioned 27,000 miles ago. $25,000 
ono. Phone Keith 06 278 8452  MEM
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING REALLY WORKS…
& NOW IT’S FREE*

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current financial 
members of the Vintage Car Club of  
New Zealand Inc buying or selling club eligible 
vehicles or parts.
Our standard advertising charges remain 
unchanged for all non-members or members 
wishing to advertise commercial services.
It is easy — just email your advertisement to 
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
or complete the form on this page and post to us 
at Marketplace Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8140 or fax us on 03 332 3827

Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our August/September issue is 
10 July 2008.  
NO LATE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED
Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 8,000 
subscribers and members of the New Zealand 
Vintage Car Club every issue – our advertising is 
read by enthusiasts throughout the country and 
overseas. Now you can reach a broader audience 
by choosing to publish your advertisement in 
our magazine and also on our club website. 
Advertisements are listed on the internet for 
the length of time the issue of Beaded Wheels 
remains current.

 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a colour 
photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo, digital 
photos may be submitted to our email address: beaded-
wheels@vcc.org.nz

$64*
Text &  

colour photo.

 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 words at 
15 cents per word.

$21*
Text only  

advertising

Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to advertise in 
Beaded Wheels for FREE.

Name (block letters)  _______________________________________________________________________

Membership number is ______ ⁄___________________ Phone   _________________________________

Please list this advertisement in the

Advertisement text to read (include contact details):

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

Yes

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per 

financial member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per 
issue. Members must state their membership 
number when submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email 

(preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be returned 
if a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the 
advertiser. Digital photographs may be supplied by email 
in .jpg format, send a high resolution file to achieve best 
results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue 

they are required to appear in.
•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 

words – the maximum space available is 65 words.  
Beaded Wheels reserves the right to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first come, first 
served basis. While every attempt will be made to 
include your advertisement in the issue immediately 
following receipt – limited space may mean some 
advertisements will be held over until the following 
magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on 
the VCCNZ website.

  text only advertisement

  text and photo advertisement

  wanted column

   for sale column

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels.  
Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, P O Box 13-140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be 
financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member?  You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 
foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

WANTED 
TO BUY

1960S FALCON STATION WAGON WANTED.  Will 
consider all options but would prefer to have high 
spec roadworthy candidate. Contact PO Box 430 
Taupo or aanderson.tony@gmail.com  MEM

60 DEGREE MAGNETO  for a small V twin push  bike 
motor (1909 mountaineer )I have listed three types 
of mags that would be alright BTH KDV C6 ,LUCAS 
KLV.I.EDO.578C, ML CRV, or what you might have. 
Phone Martin 06 304 9996 evenings or email 
maisonfrere@xtra.co.nz Wairarapa  MEM

COZETTE SUPERCHARGER NO: 8   (Meadows 
1½ Litre 4 Ed) wanted to buy. Contact - 
Southward Car Museum. Phone: 04 297 1221 or 
johnsouthwardmuseum@xtra.co.nz

DATSUN 260C  left front guard required. Phone Gary 
Lang 06 372 7593   MEM

DODGE 1927 OR 1928 SENIOR SIX SEDAN.  Body 
shell, doors, bulkhead-firewall and senior owners 
manuals. Phone Darren 03 216 8766 evenings email 
dmcleod@slingshot.co.nz 

MORRIS COMMERCIAL WHEEL WANTED  for 
1927 12cwt truck, as per photo. Takes 32 x 4 s.s. 
tyre. Dimensions - 24” diam. Centre hole 3 ¼” 
diam. Also any info, photos, leads, on other prewar 
Morris Commercials. Ph 06 374 6645 or email 
sarahhowell@xtra.co.nz   MEM

NZETA SCOOTER  or parts and manuals. Phone Dave 
06 843 5151, fax 03 843 5849, email snipe1949@
xtra.co.nz 

RILEY SILENT THIRD GEARBOX  for 6 cylinder engine. 
This differs from the Nine ST gearbox and can be 
identified by a starter housing in the 9 o’clock 
position (looking from behind) rather than 10:30 
on the Nine. Craig 03 3833 159 / mcaracowie@
gmail.com

ROVER 12 MID 1930S.   Ideal car would be Drophead 
Coupe or Sports Saloon requiring full or partial 
restoration. Other Rover models or Riley or similar 
make of same era considered. Contact Ron Elton 07 
579 9621 or ron.elton@xtra.co.nz.    MEM

VOLKSWAGEN OVAL WINDOWED BEETLE,  1954-
1957 preferably unrestored. Will consider later 
models. Phone Jack 03 352 6672   MEM

WANTED FRONT AXLE & STEERING LINKAGES 
 for 1927-29 International Truck Model SF46 2 ton 
Lycoming Motor. Has disc type wheels 6-stud with 
only 2 scallops out of the wheel and small alloy 
hubcaps. Phone B Mason 03 572 4803   MEM
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WANTED TO BUY OR EXCHANGE  Burman gear box 
CPB or Burman box with the mounting holes 8" 
apart, heavy duty bottom hole slotted for adjusting. 
I have for exchange Burman box ex AJS heavy duty 
good order, No 1HP m/xi I HPB18969 also Burman 
box I CPM 1112 incomplete. Wanted Amal carb 
with horizontal slide 1 1⁄8" throat. Pilgrim oil pump. 
Old English bikes, also JAP dirt bikes. Phone RS 
Taylor 06 844 9475   MEM

WANTED BSA V TWIN CRANK CASES OR ENGINE 
 for 1927 BSA 770 v twin (1000cc ones are fine too). 
This is the last major piece needed for restoration 
of a machine that has been in my family since new. 
Ph. Robin 09 578 2325, email janef@win.co.nz  MEM

WANTED HEADLIGHT SWITCH FOR 1967 SKODA 
SABRE  Simca 1000 1970 onwards going or not, 
preferably North Island. Phone Richard 04 563 
7796.  MEM

WANTED TO BUY continued

SWAP MEETS &  R A L L I E S

CHRYSLER OWNERS WEEKEND 
13-14 September 2008

Come to Blenheim to enjoy an informal weekend with other  
Chrysler owners and their vehicles.

Open to all Chrysler vehicles 
Plymouth • Dodge • Chrysler • Graham • Maxwell • Fargo • Valiant
ENQUIRIES TO: 
Ernest George  
03 437 2044 
32 Leith Street 
Oamaru

All vehicles must be  
road legal

CAMBRIDGE RACEWAY, CAMBRIDGE 
Sunday 16 November 2008 

Gates open 7am 
Sites – sellers – buyers are $5 each

ORGANISED BY: Waikato Branch of Vintage Car Club and 
Waikato Vintage Tractor and Machinery Club

ENQUIRIES 
Ph Les Webster 027 2274954 or after 6pm 07 8874954

WAIKATO VINTAGE 
SWAPMEET

WAIKATO MUSTANG CLUB 

14th ANNUAL HENRY FORD MEMORIAL DISPLAY 
AND SWAP MEET (auto related only) 

at the Claudelands Events Centre on Heaphy Terrace.
Display is open to all Ford manufactured vehicles irrespective of age 

or condition. We do request that no vehicles leave before  
2pm as Prizegiving will begin at 1.30pm.

Gates open 8am for entrants. Public entry from 10am.

Swappers $10 Trade stands $25 
Entrants: Driver and Passengers $5 Family groups $10 Adults $5 

All children under 12 FREE (Must be accompanied by an Adult)

A donation will be given to the Westpac Rescue Helicopter

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PHONE  
ARCHIE 07 855 1071 OR COLIN 07 854 0120 

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
13 SEPTEMBER 2008

NORTHLAND 
BRANCH

Club Grounds, Heritage Park, Maunu 

Gates open 7am till 3pm

club spares shed open
food on s ite

For information  phone  
Rob 09 433 5672  Lawrence 09 438 4448 

ATTENTION MODEL T FORD OWNERS
Dust off your car, pump up the tyres, get a new warrant and head for Blenheim 

30 JANUARY – 4 FEBRUARY 2009.

 

The Model T Ford Club of New Zealand Inc is holding a six day celebration to commemorate the Centenary of the  
Model T Ford, over the highways and byways of sunny Marlborough.  

This event is suited to those who wish to experience friendship and fun with other “T” owners on our legendary  
annual National Rallies and who enjoy motoring their T’s in the true Veteran and Vintage style.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND A RALLY ENTRY PACK, CONTACT:

John Gray – Rally Chairman
Telephone (03) 464 0616 (home)    Email: jbgray@xtra.co.nz

VETERAN RILEY GEARBOX  as pictured. Complete 
or not. There must be one somewhere as at least 
five cars came to New Zealand. Phone Ivan Taylor 
03 313 6717.   MEM
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 10*, 11, 12 OCTOBER 2008
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information phone Kay 03 352-5217. 
NOTE: Sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated. Some EFTPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

PUBLIC DAYS 11, 12 OCTOBER: 9am - 4:30pm. Adults $5, all accompanied school children free.

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

Members Day Admission to the swapmeet is by current VCC MEMBERSHIP CARD 
PLUS ADMISSION CHARGE OF $5 or site holders ticket only.  

Admission for those people accompanying a VCC member is $10 per person.

*10 OCTOBER 
Member’s Day

PENNZOIL Picton Rally 2008
50th Anniversary of Picton Pennzoil Rally, October 18/19 2008.

The rally is to be based in Picton to commemorate the historic event sponsored by 

PENNZOIL at Picton in 1958. 

Eligible for all VETERAN vehicles.  

VINTAGE cars that were entered in the original 1958 event are also eligible.

Choice of short and longer routes.

Entries close 18 September 2008

Entry forms available  

from Rally secretary,

Graham Wiblin,  

88 Wither Road, Blenheim

Ph/Fax 03 578 8418   
or email    

myschacht@hotmail.com

Sunday 19 October 2008
Bay of Plenty Clubrooms,  
29 Cliff Road, Tauranga

Vintage Car Display – Car Parts Old & New –  
Garage Sale – Collectables – Books old & new –  
a must for car enthusiasts – food hot and cold

Gates open 7am  
Stall Holders $10        Adults $5            Children Free

All catering by BOP VCC –  
No other refreshment stalls permitted.

Please contact Garry Linkhorn  07 544 0931  
for further information

SWAP MEET
 & MARKET

NZVCC INC BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH
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THE MANAWATU BRANCH
OF THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB of NEW ZEALAND (Inc)

Registration of interest for 

 The Veteran Rally &    
         Steam Festival

 Labour Weekend October 2008
Draft program 

Wednesday 22 Happy hour, venue in Feilding
Thursday 23 Car tour, Shed Visit & Train rides
Friday 24 Farmers market/saleyards, short car tour
Saturday 25 Veteran rally and Dinner. Train rides
Sunday  26 Show & Shine, Short car tour,  
  Train trip (book soon)

Monday  27 Short tour, Meal at VCC rooms,  
  Parts shed open

Train Trips can be booked  
throughout the weekend  

http://.www.allaboard.org.nz
Please reply to:   

hardacrea@crop.cri.nz
Phone Allan 06 356 8322

CENTRAL OTAGO BRANCH

NATIONAL VETERAN RALLY
14-15 FEBRUARY 2009

Open to all eligible pre 1919 vehicles as per  
NZVCC regulations.

Central Otago Branch is proud to host the  
2009 South Island Veteran Rally  

to be based in Cromwell.
Some of the attactions that will be offered during the  
weekend along with the social events and our friendly  

company will be a Gymkhana, places of interest, and a choice  
of long touring or short interesting rally routes.

Entry forms will be circulated to all branches early July.  
These will also be available by contacting.

Rally Director Rally Secretary
John Martin Alon Mayhew
Ph/Fax 03 445 0598 Ph 03 443 7030
Email martin_jw@xtra.co.nz Email alon.tracy@xtra.co.nz

Auckland Branch of the Veteran & Vintage Car Club

25 & 26 OCTOBER 2008

Enjoy a rally route on user-friendly rural or semi-rural roads, 
with some private roads being used. 

This year’s Hunua 100 will be the 50th Anniversary of this 
event. Considerable effort has been made to ensure this rally 
is “user friendly”. The entire rally route will be on rural roads, 
so that entrants will not have to endure busy Auckland traffic.

A Parts Auction is planned for Saturday afternoon at the 
Clubrooms and there will be some older vehicles of special 

interest on display.

Listed below are motels which are located in close proximity 
to Bruce Pulman Park, Papakura, where the rally will start and 
finish and where the Dinner and Prize Giving is to take place.

If you have never been on a Hunua 100 before, come along 
and experience a great day’s motoring and social occasion. 
With your support and participation, we can make this 50th 

Anniversary celebration a memorable occasion.  

Colin Bell, Rally Organiser 
Ph: (09) 299 6457   Mob:  021 798 171

Crusoes Motor Lodge Ph (09) 299 7863, Monument Motor Lodge Ph (09) 299 6663,  
Papakura Homestead Motor Lodge Ph (09) 298 1487,   Papakura Pioneer Motor 
Lodge & Motel Ph (09) 298 9329,  Takanini Park Motor Lodge Ph (09) 298 7304,  

Papakura Motor Lodge & Motel Ph (09) 298 6912

50th Hunua 100
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ADVANCE NOTICE

TWIN RIVERS 
CLASSIC & VINTAGE PARADE

CHRISTCHURCH

Sunday 22 February 2009
$15 per vehicle– all proceeds to charity

Everyone welcome including club groups for a day of 
display and parade

Contact Denis Ashworth  Phone 354 0553  
email sue.ashworth@clear.net.nz

Fam
ily 

Fun
 Da

y!Fam
ily 

Fun
 Da

y!

Organised by 
the Rotary 

Club of 
Avonhead

Waimate Branch NZ Vintage Car Club

Saturday 6 September 2008

To be held at Club Rooms  4 Harris Street, Waimate.

8:00am – 1:30pm   Entry $2.00

Food & drink available.

For site info contact 

Mark Thomas (03) 689 6232

.   SWAP MEET   .

NATIONAL SOUTH ISLAND EASTER RALLY 
10-13 APRIL 2009
ASHBURTON

NATIONAL SOUTH ISLAND  

EASTER RALLY
10-13 APRIL 2009

HOSTED BY

THE ASHBURTON BRANCH

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH

BIENNIAL SWAP MEET & RALLY
BRAYSHAW HERITAGE PARK • LABOUR WEEKEND 2008

SATURDAY 25  Swap Meet 
Starting 1pm Sites $5  Entry $2  

SUNDAY 26  Rally Day 
This will offer routes to suit vehicle age and performance all on 
the flat Wairau plains. This will be a relaxed day with no timed 

sections or field events but different enough to keep you on your 
toes. Entry Forms will be sent to Branches in August.

ENQUIRES TO:
Barry Wilson Dinah Turner
03 578 1587 Email redwing@actrix.co.nz 
Branch Chairman 03 578 6677 Secretary

EASTERN BAY 
 OF PLENTY

COMMERCIAL RALLY
25-27 OCTOBER 2008

PROGRAMME
Friday Early bird arrivals, registrations 
 Evening get together

Saturday Arrivals and registrations 
 Convoy Rally to NZ Caterpillar experience,   
 Rotorua 
 Evening get together

Sunday Classic Truck Show at Watchorn's Motor Museum 
 Evening dinner and social get together

Monday Morning tea and farewell

ACCOMMODATION
Book early Awakeri Hot Springs 
phone 07 304 9117 or 07 304 8224 Fax 07 304 9290 
(Mention the show to Fiona or Kevin) 
email awakerisprings@wave.co.nz   www.awakerisprings.co.nz

CONTACT
Bert Watchorn 
phone 07 322 8263 (Museum) 
 027 449 7173 
 07 308 2138 (ah)

Peter Donovan (Rally Secretary) 
462 Harbour Road 
Ohope, Whakatane 3121 
Phone/Fax 07 312 5848 
donovanz@xtra.co.nz

celebrating 40 years of Vintage motoring in Ashburton 

ENTRIES CLOSE 28 FEBRUARY 2009

Entry forms available from your Branch secretary  
or contact Rally secretary: 

Milner Jacob 
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 

Phone 03 308 3392 Email mandjjacob@xtra.co.nz
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PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

FREE If you are into any restoration of any type 
Cars – Bikes – Boat – Aircraft – Trucks – 
Farm Machinery – Industrial Airconditioning 
– Refrigeration – Boiler or most anything. 

You must order one of our NEW CATALOGUES NOW.

Marketed by PPC NZ Ltd
Phone 0800 42 82 82

NAVITE air equip

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

Beaded Wheels
trade directory

Connecting 
enthusiasts and 
professionals 

around  
New Zealand.

Contact us 
today to list your 
business here.
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•  

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 025 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
INDUSTRIES CO CHWORKS

D
A
V
I
E
S
V I N TAG E  &

C L A S S I C  C A R 
R E S TO R AT I O N
REWOODING, PANEL WORK, 

FABRICATION, FIBRE GLASS WORK 
FULL OR PART RESTORATIONS

SHAUN DAVIES
QUALIFIED COACHBUILDER

PH/FAX 03 310 669 1
CELL 027 330 958 1

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836  Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES 
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY  

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?
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Ashburton   Les Bennett.
A very cold wet morning on 3 May spoilt 

our Swap Meet somewhat, crowd attend-
ance being well down on previous years. 
However the usual stallholders were there 
again and a considerable number of parts 
changed hands. The P60V run organised by 
David and Marion Oakley saw 15 cars head 
south to Timaru to view the magnificent 
Basilica on Craigie Avenue. From there 
they travelled to Morven to view a collec-
tion of cars from the 1960s and on to the 
Waimate Branch clubrooms for lunch, and 
to inspect the parts shed. Afterwards they 
travelled to Fairlie and then to the excellent 
Vintage Car and Machinery Museum in 
Geraldine. First time out for Donald and 
Carol Williamson’s recently purchased E 
type Jaguar.

Owen and Lorraine Wilson, David 
Oakley and navigators, Trevor McKeown 
and David Martin recently took part in 
the Irishman run and by all accounts had 
a great time.

David Martin has recently purchased an 
Austin 16/6 Windsor Saloon and my spies 
tell me that while taking Chairman David 
Oakley for a spin they ran out of petrol and 
had to push home. Not a good start David. 
Our new member this month is Noeline 
Ferguson with a 1968 Chevrolet Impala 
Sedan - a very nice car. Welcome, Noeline.

Auckland  John Stokes
The branch extends condolences to the 

family of Ken Carly. Ken restored several 
vehicles including a 1934 Chev, a Ford Y 
and a Hillman Minx convertible. 

Motorcycles: New members in this 
section are, Brian Gathercole with a 1947 
Matchless G3L, Steve Lockwood with a 
1954 AJS 18CS and a ‘61 Matchless G80CS, 
while Michael Watts has a ‘47 Matchless 
G3L and a 1955 Norton 19S. Nineteen 
members attended the Northland motor-
cycle rally. Peter Cooper’s 1937 Rudge Ulster 
winning the people’s choice at Russell. Peter 
and Robin W’s Honda 750/4 placed second. 
Martin and Lynda Spicer won the road 
rally on their BSA Golden Flash. The late 
Roger Freeth’s McIntosh Suzuki along with 
a 500cc Manx Norton were displayed by 
David Morley at our section meeting. Roger 
Freeth’s widow was present as well.

Vintage: Warren and Elizabeth Finn 
have joined and they are seeking a Vintage 
sedan. Rodger and Val Ball and Russell and 
Jocelyn McAlpine took the top placings in 
our Experts Rally with their 1930 Model 
A Ford phaetons. Rodger and Val also 
formed part of the Team which took the 
teams trophy at the Waikato Double Fifty 
Rally. Malcolm Hall’s 1926 Chrysler 60 
WOFTAM speedster will find a new home 
with Gregory May in Canterbury

PV PWV P60V: Peter Crowther has 
sold his MGB to Mat Matthew. The Ford 
8hp which was owned by the branch for 
some years has a new home in the British 
Car Museum near Hastings. Russell and 
Jocelyn McAlpine, 1962 MG Austin-Healey 
Sprite, won North Shore’s Northern Raid 
outright and formed part of the teams 
trophy winners at the Double Fifty. Colin 
and Pam Bell made up the remainder of 
this team in the ‘39 Chev. John Stewart’s 
1952 R Type Bentley made a first VCC 
appearance at our recent mid-week tourers 
event. Berwick Taylor’s 1939 Derby Bentley 
was also present. An import from the USA, 
it has undergone extensive restoration 
with the R-R specialist in Ashburton. Neil 
Bieleski has brought a ‘69 Triumph Herald 
Estate car. Noel Shaw has purchased a 1956 
Vauxhall Velox for his vehicle sanctuary.

Commercial: Phil Jones’ widow Sue 
has joined as a member in her own right. 
Jason Delamore has just about finished his 
1946 Chev Loadmaster and is working on 
another Chev half ton.

Service Awards: Bill Shears thirty five 
years, Derek Dixon, twenty five years

Politics: Alan Price has retired as 
chairman after six productive years and 
Peter Crowther has succeeded him. John 
Campbell moves to vice-chair while David 
Allbon has taken over treasury and John 
Cooke is our new club captain. Alan Grout 
is new to committee.

Fiftieth Hunua 100 preparation: The 
Hunua 100 returns to its traditional lunch 
venue of Lyons Farm, Mangatawhiri, after 
an absence of some 22 years. Some rarely 
seen vehicles will be displayed at the 
pre-rally get together on Saturday, including 
an entrant and vehicle that were on the 
first Hunua. Dave Allbon has prepared a 
special logo for the event. Will the big 
cooking plate resurface?

Bay of Plenty  Jack Hoven
Our monthly meetings seem to fill our 

clubrooms almost to capacity. At our May 

idle

Auckland Branch: Outgoing Chairman Alan Price 
and former Treasurer Shaaran Price accepting a 
presentation from new Chairman Peter Crowther 
(left).

Was first published in 1973. 
All back issues are available. 

All vehicles featured are restored or in 
original condition. 

Events, How To’s and Australian 
motoring History are a specialty.

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 AUSTRALIA.
Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)
Aust $69.00 Air Mail

12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS)
Aust $135.00 Air Mail

meeting the sub-editor of The Bay of Plenty 
Times explained how each day they compile 
our daily news; a lot of pressure and last 
minute decisions, never a dull moment.

Our Trial Trophy Run was competed 
for in April, around Te Puke and Maketu; 
straight-line navigation, many silent 
checks and a speed trial at 23 mph that 
proved a bit slow for moderns. Sunshine 
and scenery, altogether an enjoyable rally. 
Congratulations overall winners David and 
Nola Joblin.

The Lady Driver’s Cup was competed-for 
in May; morning tea at the Putararu Timber 
Museum (well worth a visit) on to Arapuni 
and lunch by the lake, a very enjoyable run. 
Congratulations to Kerry Elton, winner of 
the Lady Driver’s Trophy.

Those who attended a Midweek Run 
to Kiwifruit Country learnt a lot about 
growing, picking, packing and distribution 
worldwide. A multi-million dollar industry.

In spite of the rain, 55 people took part in 
our June Garage Raid. Good to see visitors 
from Rotorua, Waikato and Whakatane 
attending. A packed programme took us to 
seven places in the Bethlehem and Katikati 
area. Quite an eye-opener to see so many 
collections and restorations that we didn’t 
know about. Thanks Owen and Jan Smith.

Our branch’s AGM was held in June 
with most of the committee re-elected 
unopposed. Chairman Clive Taylor stood 
down after three very busy years. Our new 
Chairman is Ron Elton, whose experience 
on the Wellington committee will be of 
great value to our branch.

Too often it seems we end on a sad note. 
Harold Smith, one of our keenest members 
passed away after a short illness, aged 82. An 
expert on Baby Austins, he attended many 
rallies including the VERO International 
in 2006, from where he and Mary went on 
to Cape Reinga on the Austin Rally. Our 
branch expresses sincere condolences to 
Mary and the family.
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Canterbury   Tony Becker
Quiz Night is always a popular annual at 

Canterbury Branch, but the most recent was 
a little more significant due to Quizmaster 
Gary Genet retiring. Thanks for your brain-
teasers Gary! 

The Rural Run has the largest trophy 
in the VCC, but that does not make it 
the most sought after! The notorious NZR 
Railcar piston & conrod mounted on an 
equally man-sized brake drum, makes 
for interesting expletives from bemused 
winners. This year, Royce and Jan Baker 
hosted 100 keen starters on a tour of some 
little-travelled roads to the huge Rakaia 
Island dairy farm milking some 5,000 cows. 

A strongly attended evening heard from 
Rob Spyker of his experiences on the 2005 
commemorative rally of the original 1907 
Peking to Paris event. Presented on the 
branch’s big screen and compered by Rob in 
person, we were led across the vast spaces 
and rudimentary facilities of outback China, 
Mongolia and other countries. We shared 
their trials and tribulations through Rob’s 
outstanding presentation, which included 
Rob’s own 1907 Spyker (similar to the one 
he rode in) for members to view.

Our Club Captain and family organised 
an Autumn Run with a difference for 2008; 
a weekend tour to South Canterbury. About 
90 family members enjoyed barbecues, 
points of interest on the inland route and 
socialising with the local VCC branch. 

Another major June Annual is Restor-
ation of the Year; eight trophies being 
presented by Club Captain Graeme Sword 
at the final June event – the Branch AGM. 
Winners were;
Noel Beecroft Trophy (Veteran)
Brian Newbery 1913 Nazzaro. 
Rae Trophy (Vintage)
Bruce Ackroyd 1928 Chevrolet. 
Noel Beecroft Trophy (Post War Vehicle)
Gavin Stewart 1949 Chevrolet. 
PWV Runner up 
Gary Hodder 1955 Ford Zephyr. 
CJS & M Hey Trophy (Post 1960 Vehicle) 
Gary Cook 1964 Anglia 105E Van. 
P60 Runner up
Brian Rogers 1976 Austin Mini 1000
Eric Walker Trophy (Motorcycle)
Philip Jeeves 1964 Panther. 
Motorcycle Runner up 
Ashley Croft  1952 Brown. 
McLachlan Trophy (Age/Mileage) 
Brian Newbery  1913 Nazzaro 
Runner up 
John McLachlan 1912 Cadillac. 
Max Smith Trophy 
Brian Newbery  1913 Nazzaro (10 Rallies).

AGM 2008 presented few problems 
with all positions filled for the coming 
year. Convenor reports were received and 
business dealt with. Some subjects aired; 

idletorque

a notice of motion re ‘passive’ entrants in 
competitive events (which failed to qualify); 
two events were notified – the combined 
McLeans Island Vintage Fair to be held in 
March 2009 and Canterbury Branch Easter 
South Island Rally 2010 venue and details; 
a discussion re life membership and accept-
ance of the Calendar of Events for 2008/9. 

Central Otago   Alan Sutton
Central Otago branch membership 

covers a large and diverse geographical 
area which includes Queenstown, Wanaka, 
Cromwell and Alexandra and beyond.

To encourage greater meeting attend-
ance numbers a recent motion was accepted 
to hold daytime meetings on the first 
Sunday of each month. It is hoped some of 
our more far-flung members and those who 
don’t relish winter night time driving may 
embrace this change. 

As we anticipate the winter sojourn we 
can reflect on another enjoyable gathering 
in old Arrowtown during April, The 
Golden Times Rally this year attracted just 
on 50 entries from the lower South Island 
who enjoyed a sublime autumn day using 
historic roads throughout the Wakatipu 
area .

Queens Birthday weekend was celebrated 
by a small but intrepid band ably led by 
organisers Tracy and Alon Mayhew in 
their highly original 1937 Nash, for a cosy 
weekend stay over at Fox Glacier, 

In mid-June, about 60 fortunate souls 
enjoyed a most inspiring and interesting 
Wanaka Garage Raid planned by our able 
secretary Murray Pryde, who was seen at 
all the right places during this great day 
piloting his recently restored red Jaguar 
XK150 roadster.

Our first stop was at Lynette and Robert 
Duncan’s big car emporium, where over 
a coffee lunch we were able to salivate 
over Robert’s two V12 Packards, the 1932 
phaeton and ’36 coupe roadster, and his 
grandfathers 1910 Metz.

New member Garth Hogan hosted us at 
our next venue at his magnificent aero/auto 
complex. Beside Garth’s favourite planes is 
his steadily growing Ford-based collection, 

which features his late father’s 1937 Lincoln 
Zephyr coupe, and recently imported 1930 
Packard coupe. A very pleasant end to the 
day was spent at member George Wallis’s 
big red shed collection of International 
tractors and trucks.

On the events calendar we have the 
annual Blossom Festival Rally in September, 
and we are in serious planning for our 2009 
Veteran rally.

We welcome new members King and 
Fran Allen from Queenstown with their 
recently purchased 1934 Singer LeMans 
Sports,

Finally, we record the passing of Bill 
McAnelly, a long time member of the VCC 
in both Invercargill and Otago; he will be 
missed by many of us as a fellow tradesman, 
enthusiast and friend.

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
March saw eight vehicles heading south 

to the Rex Porter Rally with Barry and 
Tessa Keene organising the tour down. The 
first night stay was at Arataki, after they 
had stopped at Butchers Pool, a natural 
hot pool near Reparoa, for morning tea 
and lunch at the Tarawera tavern on the 
Taupo/Napier highway. The next day they 
had lunch at Weber school, where they 
gave the children rides around the field 
in the Vintage cars. They then headed to 
Masterton for a scrumptious afternoon tea 
at the home of Tony & Myrna Lane. Our 
members collected a few prizes in the rally 
and had a very enjoyable long weekend 
away.

Other members have also been to other 
rallies over the North Island in the last 
few months, including Alison and Walter 
McFarland taking their newly restored 
Alvis to Napier Anzac weekend, making 
this a very busy time of the year.

Our local runs have experienced very 
different weather conditions with only four 
cars turning out in April to brave the 
rain where they visited Andrew Blarmires 
property to view his collection of Rootes 
Group vehicles. However, in May we had 
a beautiful sunny day with 10 cars heading 
through the back roads of Whakatane and 

Canterbury Branch member’s enjoyed Rob Spyker’s Peking to Paris presentation at a recent club night. 
Pictured is his 1907 Spyker which was on display during the evening.
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answering questions before arriving at Rob 
and Dale’s – Lada bar for tea and games 
afternoon.

Gore  Raewyn Dodds
We finished our ‘07-‘08 season with a 

combined End of Season Run and Night 
Trial, the proverbial Pot Luck Banquet. As 
an extra twist, the organisers put us into 
teams of four for a quiz to finish off a busy 
session. This event attracted a good number 
of members who all enjoyed the challenges 
both on and off the road.

We have had our AGM and our Annual 
Dinner and Award Presentations. Our Club 
Captain’s Crew have met and planned 
a very good season of motoring for our 
members to look forward to (rising fuel 
prices taken into consideration). We will 
start our new season on 14 September, 
working our way through to June 2009 with 
at least one branch run a month. With our 
central position, those who want to are able 
to join in, with Southland, South Otago or 
Central Otago as well, and we enjoy their 
company on any of our runs.

Our major event to host before 
Christmas is the Josephville Hillclimb, held 
on a tarsealed section of ex-highway. This is 
the third year we have run this event and 
each year competitor numbers have grown 
thanks to the great organising by Alex 
McLennan and Stewart Quertier. These 
gentlemen once again, have matters under 
control. You can contact them at 03 202 
5858 (Alex) or 03 208 7932 (Stewart).

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
The Sunday run was well attended for 

a short run around Levin then back to the 
clubrooms to view a great video on the old 
tramways in the bush used for logging. A 
great film full of action and hard work in 
the bush.

Mark Morgan and I visited the War 
Veterans home and spoke to the residents 
and gave them a chance to reminisce 
on vehicles and their own experiences. 
Great what comes out of a visit like this, 

with plenty of laughs and great stories to 
remember.

The finished lights were erected on a 
Saturday morning before the AGM. Ivan 
was in charge but then the Army EME 
corps arrived in force on an exercise and 
quickly took over the show grounds with 
camouflaged workshops set up in a matter 
of minutes and armed guards all over the 
place. It wasn’t long before one of their 
officers and the staff sergeant in charge 
spotted what we were doing and came over 
with a huge crane and lifted our heavy cast 
iron street lights into place. After this, 
those who could, enjoyed a conducted tour 
of their camp.

Next, a well attended AGM with Bob 
Ballantyne presenting a 25-year badge to 
Shaun McCarthy and two 35-year badges 
to Norm Porter and your scribe. Bob found 
an Auburn diff in our spares so did not go 
away empty handed. 

Our committee was duly elected with 
Warren Birch in the Chair. Secretary 
Andrew is still in Afghanistan and some of 
you may have seen him in blue in the front 
row doing a haka to greet Laura Bush on 
her visit to the base camp. 

Shona and I have recently been in 
Nelson. One excursion took us out to 
local members Donald and Kaye Register’s 
farm at Tapawera. They have an original 
1929 Oakland Tourer, which has been in 
the family for many years. His son is now 
driving it, and it is the first Vintage I have 
seen sporting an L-plate. Also in the wool 
shed is a lovely 1916 Douglas belt drive 
motorcycle. Donald is looking for a hand 
oil pump that goes into the fuel tank to get 
this mobile. 

Manawatu  Brian McPherson
Our Branch PV Rally in May began 

at the Pahiatua Railway Station where 30 
crews viewed the railcar restoration before 
setting off on the rally. They travelled 
through Pahiatua and on via Pongaroa 
to reach the Waihi Waterfall for their 

picnic lunch. The rally continued on to a 
junkyard near Dannevirke and then back 
to Woodville to check the antique shops 
before finishing at our clubrooms.

Our next outing was a well-supported 
combined picnic run to Southward’s 
Museum. About 75 people viewed several 
vehicles under restoration for later display 
before touring the museum.

Earlier this month several members 
supervised Pat Knight’s garage sale and were 
able to re-home a reasonable amount of 
Rob’s bits’n’pieces. Unfortunately this year’s 
Brass Monkey was cancelled due to a low 
number of entries being received. We hope 
for more vehicle and members to take part 
in the Vintage Rally in September.

Labour Weekend activities and plans are 
well advanced for the Veteran Rally plus 
associated support activities in conjunc-
tion with the big Steam Train Activities in 
Feilding. Everyone is welcome but beds are 
scarce.

Marlborough   John White
I start my current notes by mentioning 

a report in our local newspaper concerning 
one of our hard working members, namely 
Viv Broughton. The Limelight Charity 
Couch Tour which has visited over 20 
towns on a six-week charity tour, paused 
to give Viv a ride around a local school 
in the Green Couch. Viv was named as 
a “local legend” for her work in raising 
funds for the Child Cancer Foundation. I 
must say though that this is only a small 

READERS PLEASE NOTE  
The Manawatu Swapmeet date has 

been changed to Saturday 18 October. 

Sellers will be able to display their 

goods in the new stadium or outdoors 

on seal if preferred.
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Horowhenua Branch  left: MM truck pictured in 
front of the Army equipment. 

Above: Army assistance with the lights. 
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part of the work Viv and hubby Les do for 
charity in Blenheim, not to mention fund 
raising for our branch building fund and 
Les’s tireless work maintaining the club 
area in Brayshaw Park.

Branch activities since my last report 
include a motorcycle group run to the 
Wairau Valley Tavern for a lunch stop. 
Next, we enjoyed a garage raid, one of my 
favourite pastimes, where we viewed a great 
collection of restored Jags, Fords, Daimlers 
and sundry other makes. We investigated a 
local professional restorer’s shed to look at a 
number of vehicles under restoration. Next 
was a visit to a local member with a nice 
collection of Mercedes saloons, along with 
a couple of Mercs under restoration in one 
of the most well equipped workshops I have 
had the pleasure to visit. Our hostess here 
provided us with a very welcome cuppa 
which went down well because although 
it was fine, there was an extremely cool 
breeze outside. Next visit was to the local 
Austin 7 guru’s collection. Bit of a shock 
after a couple of hours of ogling Jags, Mercs, 
Daimlers etc., not that I am belittling the 
efforts obviously put into salvaging and 
rebuilding a well used special, a ‘32 Tin Box 
sedan and a van well under way. The walls 
of this garage were covered with A7 bits, 
probably to save painting? Sadly, we have 
lost this member to the Waikato branch 
which will gain a very able couple and we 
wish them happy motoring up there. Our 
annual dinner held as a pot-luck do in 
our clubrooms together with the awarding 
of trophies, went off very well, as did our 
AGM held the following day. We have a 
new chairman in Barry Wilson a very able 
and experienced member of long standing 
and look forward to more happy motoring 
despite the huge increase in our fuel costs.

Northland  Terry Lambess
27 April 2008. Once again, the weather 

proved the master and our Posh Picnic/
Ladies Run/Clark Cup happened on the 
same day! Unfortunately, the Gymkhana 
missed out, as the ground conditions were 

too wet. Of the three events held, the Posh 
Picnic, despite being indoors was a winner. 
Lots of laughter, tall stories etc, cucumber 
sandwiches, decanted wine, fine bone 
china and best of all, members dressed to 
match the year of their vehicle. As our 
car is a survivor of the ‘60s my sugges-
tion that a ‘mini-shirt’ would be the right 
apparel was not appreciated, I can tell you! 
After the Posh Picnic the weather took a 
turn for the better and the Clark Cup and 
combined Ladies Run were held in fine 
sunny weather! We even drove home with 
the hood down, that’s Northland!

4 May 2008. Birthday Run and wouldn’t 
you believe it, it rained again! We started 
with straight-line navigation, which as 
usual, got most of us lost. We must have 
an exercise on this topic with an expert 
sitting beside the driver explaining the way 
it works. This could be a possibility other 
branches might consider - it would sure 
help. After the straight-line section normal 
instructions completed the run. The 
rain never let up but at least I now know 
where the hood leaks. After the run, we 
all partook of a pot-luck lunch before the 
AGM in the afternoon. By this time, this 
goes to press the Northland Motorcycle 
Rally organised by Peter West-Hill and his 
team will have taken place. 

North Otago  Kathleen Perry
The afternoon of Anzac Day became 

one of our busiest with the Lady Drivers 
run combined with the Homestead Run 
and our Anzac Day Field Tests.

The weather enticed a good number of 
members to attend. Ernest George organised 
the Lady Drivers run which travelled 
through Ardgowan, Weston, Kia Ora, 
Gemmels Crossing and Totara to finish 
at Springfield where the field tests were 
organied by Keith and Kathleen Perry.

After afternoon tea on the lawn, 
John and Helen Webster, the owners of 
“Springfield” told us what history they 
know of the property and showed us an 
album of before and after photos of their 

house and garden. Everyone was then free 
to look through the homestead and enjoy 
the garden. Peter and Pat Hayman from 
Waimate branch joined us in their 1930 
Willys-Knight.

Our branch Annual General Meeting 
has been held, and for the first time in a 
long time all elected positions were filled 
on the night.

There are a number of our members busy 
in their sheds. John Adamson is having a 
tidy up and re-painting of his 1952 Hillman. 
John Chynoweth is working on a collection 
of Buicks and has recently purchased a 
Summit which he has brought into New 
Zealand from Australia. Gilbert Ellery’s 
1950 PC Bedford is well along the way with 
painting planned for next month. Gilbert 
is looking for bumper bars for this vehicle. 
Chas Walsh has his 1965 Mustang Fastback 
bare metal stripped and is in the process 
of preparing for paint. He has done up the 
motor and transmission. Jim Welsh has the 
body of his 1926 Overland almost ready for 
painting and Ken Wilson has a collection 
of 1927-28 Hudson parts he plans to make 
into a special. He is currently looking for 
parts for wire wheels.

North Shore   Ray Urbahn
The 35th annual Northern Raid was 

well supported and although the day 
dawned rather wet, ensuring that any soft 
tops were not lowered, it did not stem 
the enthusiasm of the entrants to enjoy 
the days motoring. The rally started with 
a timed section to the morning tea stop 
at Silverdale, then on through the back 
of Wainui and Puhoi to Ahuroa, before 
turning east again to reach Warkworth 
and the lunch stop at the Parry Kauri 
Park and Museum. The rally then returned 
to the prizegiving dinner at the North 
Shore clubrooms. The first placed North 
Shore members were Peter and Heather 
Lloyd. Murray and Joan Henderson, Brian 
Johnstone and John Stokes, inaugural 
members of the Branch, who competed in 
the first ever Northern Raid were in attend-
ance as were Ian and Jackie Goldingham, 
also inaugural members.

Gossip heard is that the Hadfields have 
sold their 1910 Hupmobile and are trading 
the Briscoe for a Studebaker, which is 
in the Woodgate stable. Peter Ford has 
purchased a 1937 Chevrolet cabriolet and 
has his reliable Dodge coupe on the market. 
Chairman Brent Mathieson has sold his 
1929 Pontiac body to Richard Lloyd and 
the restored chassis and mechanicals, plus 
parts to a club member in Stratford. David 
Lane will have his 1930 Stude back on 
the road soon after some valve work and a 
new radiator. Work continues on restora-
tion in many garages, as Dallas McNeil 

Northland Branch: Bruce and Claudia Jeffery at 
their winning table.

Left to right: Northland Branch Bruce and Claudia 
Jeffery winners of the best Posh Picnic table. Hal 
and Ruth Pepper, winners of the Clark Cup. Gerald 
and Lorraine Ward and daughter, winners of the 
Ladies Run.
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some interesting people to talk about their 
hobbies and or jobs - thanks David.

The Club Captain’s Run was a great day 
out through the Rotoehu Forest around 
Lake Rotorua with a lunch at Angie and 
Des Brunton’s home, then a run through 
town to the Citizens Club for afternoon tea 
etc, then home to the warm fires as winter 
is here.

June saw our prize-giving and annual 
dinner at our clubrooms in Neil Hunt Park.

Five members attended the Maunga 
Moana Rally in April at Stratford with 
those who went enjoying the whole weekend 
with cars from 1910–1977, 71 in all.

Phil Menzies and Gae Armer from 
Rotorua took home third in the PV60 in 
their nice MKIII Zodiac and Steve and 
Joy Growden from Whakatane were second 
PWV in their LIP Vauxhall.

Our Annual North Island Swapmeet 
will be here and gone by the time this 
is printed. I hope those who come found 
the trinkets they have been looking for to 
complete their projects.

Lets hope petrol prices don’t stop our 
members from attending rallies otherwise 
they will just have to pick their favourite 
rallies and use their car as much as they 
can. We can only hope it comes back down 
to a reasonable price soon.

Rotorua will have its Sulphur City Rally 
on 30 August with all but ten miles of state 
highways. We are trying to keep our cars 
off fast roads for safety’s sake and most of 
all to show off our great country and let 
our competitors relax a bit. We hope it is 
enjoyed as much as we enjoy putting the 
rally on.

Southland  Paul Rodmell
On 10 May – a fine Saturday morning. 

Fourteen intrepid motorcyclists started the 
80th Annual Waimea Motorcycle Run, 
travelling to morning tea at the Gore 
clubrooms, courtesy of the Gore branch 
members, then towards Balfour for lunch. 
The rally then travelled through Dipton to 
the clubrooms for prizegiving. There were 
some problems with some of the bikes, and 
the back-up trailer came in handy. The best 
presented bike went to Ron Nind while the 
winner was Gary Pethick who lost the most 
points!

Thirty-five cars and one motorcycle took 
part in the PWV/P60V Rally Saturday 17 
May on a fine calm afternoon, travelling by 
a roundabout route to Winton for the field 
tests and afternoon tea. They then travelled 
via back roads back to the clubrooms for 
prize-giving and an optional tea. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the quiet country roads. 
Dave Birss in a 1961 Hansa was the overall 
winner, receiving the Willis Trophy.

(1935 Packard), Grant Henderson (XK120), 
Neville Gregory (1930 Humber), Roger 
Duke (1924 Crossley), Malcolm Dean (1936 
Packard) and Brian Cullen (1925 Chrysler) 
make progress.

A recent working bee saw the instal-
lation of brake rollers (ex Testing Station 
surplus stock) in the workshop. These 
should assist members prior to WOF 
testing. Also spotted were three budding 
Beaurepaires apprentices (combined age 
approx 190 years) attempting to remove 
ancient tyres from even more ancient rims. 

Otago  Arthur Bennett
Our annual restoration judging and run 

attracted more vehicles than usual meaning 
more wives and partners were left watching 
‘Coronation Street’ on their own while 
the other half were hammering away or 
tightening up. Some beautiful examples of 
vehicles were remade as new. Bill Veitch 
won the motorcycle section with his 1962 
VHA Ariel and the car section was won by 
Tony Devereux, with his 1920s Packard 343 
Roadster. Other vehicles entered were John 
Dow 1966 Hillman Vogue, Jim and Robyne 
Ellison 1929 Pontiac 6-28, Brian Illingworth 
1971 Ford XY Fairmont and 1971 Vauxhall 
Viscount., David and Christine Roff 1924 
Ford Model T Tourer. Well done.

This year a different format was tried for 
our AGM. A lunch at Wobbly’s Restaurant 
then the Annual Meeting which resulted in 
about 50 people attending. The position of 
the top four were:

President - Kevin Fowler; Secretary - 
Marion McConachie; Treasurer David Ross; 
Club Captain Graeme Duthie.

Members of the branch acted as marshalls 
for the Otago Rally. It meant some early 
starts – rally drivers don’t seem to sleep. We 
have had some interesting parts arriving at 
the door, like a 1920s Citroen chassis and 
parts, and 1947/48 Austin 16/4 body parts 
and block. So some of our damaged stock 
will be making the cruise to Japan on a 
non-return basis to make space for further 
new stock. 

A young member of the branch has 
acquired an interesting vehicle that only 
needs a tidy up as it has been garaged for 
the past 28 years. It is a 1937 Bedford BXC 
delivery van with an interesting history. 
Just the sort of vehicle your grandmother 
went to school in if she lived in the back 
blocks. We tried a quiz evening at the end 
of June to try to bolster our Friday evening 
attendance.

Rotorua  Doug Green
We have had many great guest speakers 

over the past year, all organised by member 
David Taylor who checks out and gets Otago Branch: Bill Veitch 1952 Ariel VHA 

Motorcycle – winner Dalton Cup for Motorcycle 
Restoration

Otago Branch: John Dows team

Otago Branch: Tony & Jane Devereux – 1927 
Packard 343 – won the Restoration Trophy – this 
vehicle’s first major outing was to the Napier Art 
Deco Celebrations earlier in the year.

Otago Branch: David Roff's 1924 Ford Model T 
Tourer – was a very close second place
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The Mid-Winter Brass Balls Moped and 
Scooter run Saturday 14 June saw overcast 
conditions with a little rain. It wasn’t cold 
and more importantly for the 31 riders from 
Arrowtown, Cromwell, Gore, Balclutha, 
Winton and Invercargill, there wasn’t any 
wind. The run toured the scenic parts of 
Otatara and down the new Bill Richardson 
Drive to Noel Sim’s for a garage tour. After a 
light meal at the Whitehouse, the run went 
to the organiser Dale Simmons’ garage. At 
the north end of Oreti Beach, some had 
difficulty with the soft sand but most got 
through to the Cabbage Tree restaurant 
for refreshments before going back to the 
clubrooms. It was a great fun day even 
though two machines developed flat tyres.

We’ve seen some interesting cars 
exhibited on meeting nights, including an 
immaculate 1912 Renault twin and a racing 
1964 Mini Cooper S. The vehicles add a 
good focal point to the Club meetings.

Taranaki   Colin Johnston.
Our AGM saw some changes to our 

branch committee. Veronica Oliver, our 
first female chairperson has now stepped 
down and the new chairman is Phil Roper. 
The new club captain is Phil Frank and the 
new committee members are John Muter, 
Geof Blackbourne and Doug Dawson. We 
wish them all the best in their new roles 
knowing that the branch is in good hands.

35 year and 25 year badges were 
presented at the AGM recognising those 
who have long-term membership of the club. 
35-year badges went to Bob Duckett, Stuart 
Craig, Peter Hutton, Doug Surgenor and 
John Hood. 25-year badges went to Philip 
Old, George Gardiner, Mary Cook, Bill 
Terrill, Russel Lambert, and Allan Henry. 
Congratulations to all these members.

This Branch records with sadness the 
sudden death of Trevor Robinson a member 
from Hawera. Trevor owned a 1947 Ford 
V8, which he restored. We send our deepest 
sympathy to Olga and family.

John Muter and Des Cornwall, an 
experienced combination, won the Annual 
Brick Run, an event they are now obliged 
to organise next year.

The clubrooms are well worth a visit if 
any members are passing through Taranaki. 
The latest project, organised by Wally Hunt, 
is nearing completion. This is our number 
plate collection from 1924 to the present 
day permanent series. Des Moore from New 
Plymouth, a great collector himself, helped 
source the missing plates and now the 
collection is complete it adds atmosphere 
of a bygone era to the clubrooms and is one 
the younger members can see.

Taupo  Jack Hindess
It was good to meet up with our King 

Country neighbours in April when we had a 
joint run to the Pureora Forest Park. On the 
way there, we stopped at Whakamaru for a 
coffee and were lucky enough to coincide 
with about thirty Triumph motorcycles also 
enjoying the well-earned coffee. Just as we 
left, another group of motorcyclists arrived, 
this time riding BMWs.

We met up for lunch near the Pureora 
Forest Park headquarters and debated 
whether to visit the remains of an old steam 
hauler and an abandoned crawler tractor, 
or go for a walk and look at the very large 
totara tree. Most of us decided to inspect 
the old machinery and then head off to the 
geographical centre of the North Island. 
Afterwards it was a continuation of the 
forest roads, rejoining the tar seal at Kakato 
Road and back to Taupo.

Also in April, we had our annual outing 
with the Blind Foundation when we took 
about thirty blind or sight-impaired people 
to Murray Matuschka’s deer farm. Murray 
has quite a number of other animals on his 
farm other than deer and he has a talent 
with concrete and wire sculptures. We say 
the zebras, tahr and highland cattle, and 
here and there around the farm, there are 
the concrete sculptures.

Out AGM in May saw the re-election of 
the current officers of the club. Chairman, 
Norman Pointon, club captain Ray 
Harwood, secretary Lynne Sutherland and 
treasurer Rex Tindall.

The annual Navigators Run, set by Ray 
Harwood was his first attempt in setting a 
truly competitive run. A few hiccups along 
the way but everyone made it to Lava Glass 
for afternoon tea and we were able to watch 
the glass blowers at work.

Waikato  Jeremy Brook
The motorcycle section continues to get 

good support and in April had a run to 
Les and Heather Garret’s property at Te 
Pahu. Their home is one of the oldest in 
the Waikato and a lovely place to visit. 

Les collects Rudge bikes. In June, fourteen 
bikes and riders took a trip to Tirau to the 
museum of early New Zealand.

Our May branch meeting was the annual 
election of officers. The current officers 
continue along with two new committee 
members, Chris Brown and Tony Brierly. 
Within the parts committee David Billing 
has stood down after some years and 
Howard Porteous has joined the manage-
ment committee as a representative of the 
parts committee. 

Our major rally for the year, the annual 
Double 50 took place on Queens Birthday 
weekend. This year the organisers were 
Brendan and Naomi Arnette, being last 
year’s winners. 117 vehicles took part 
with the oldest being a 1910 Alldays and 
Onions. The day was cold and foggy but 
the rally took in some wonderful Waikato 
countryside (when we could see it) and 
included morning tea at Karapiro and lunch 
at Hinuera with a further leg back to the 
Hamilton gardens in the afternoon. Rally 
results were first overall – Bob and Debbie 
Ballantyne of the North Shore branch and 
first Waikato entrant was Joe and Lorraine 
Bruntlett. The team trophy was won by 
Auckland and the Auckland-Waikato 
points trophy was taken by Waikato.

As part of our 50th anniversary celebra-
tions, we are having an anniversary 
dinner and dance on 8 November 2008 
at the performing arts centre of Waikato 
University. It promises to be a brilliant 
evening with branch members as well as 
ex-members throughout the country invited 
to come. Should you require a ticket please 
contact our secretary Bob Hayton at hayton.
rj@xtra.co.nz or telephone 07 856 7238. It 
would be great to see you there.

Waitemata  Di Humphreys
Sunday afternoon 18th May saw a good 

turn-out of Waitemata’ites head overseas 
to the Avondale Ryders Museum/Cinema. 
The roast dinner smelt good and after a 
cool trip across to the city side the warmth 
of the dining room was very welcome. Most 
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Waitemata Branch: A variety of cars at the start ranging from the 1924 Sunbeam and 1928 Lancia 
Lambda roadsters to the Mazda MX5
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of the punters found room after the meal 
for an ice-cream as they watched the movie 
The Fast Lady and although snoring could 
be heard in the theatre, most of us stayed 
awake and laughed our way through this 
oldie but goodie.

Our Branch AGM On Thursday 5 June 
was not well attended and although those 
there made a dent in the FREE meal, doggie 
bags were available to take home. Despite 
the lack of attendance, we were still able 
to cajole volunteers to keep the branch 
motoring into the next VCC year. 

A new karting venue in Silverdale saw 
the enthusiastic kart drivers enjoying a 
great afternoon on Sunday 22nd June. Our 
new editor, Kelvin Hill, ably organises this 
event every year. It’s always a good oppor-
tunity to test your driving skill against the 
other members but weight also comes into 
the equation.

Our Annual R’OilCan Rally is on 
the horizon, 12-13 July, and the start at 
Wanganui has prevented a few of the 
regulars from entering. You still have to 
watch this space for the mobility update 
of the Andrew J2 as the motor rebuild 
continues.

Wanganui  Fay Chamberlain
It may be winter, but it hasn’t kept us 

home! The annual June Queen’s Birthday 
run saw a good number of entrants from 
out of town in kind weather. This year 
the route was set from Wanganui, via back 
roads where possible, skirting Marton, 
and looping round the Turakina Valley 
Road. Just a small amount of gravel, some 
great scenery, and back to the clubrooms 
for lunch. Timing in the morning and 
questions for the “round about town” run in 
the afternoon. After Saturdays’ fun Wheel 
of Fortune night, the Sunday dinner/
prizegiving at a local restaurant was a little 
more formal. The overall winner this year 
was a local branch member, Lee Turner.

The same Lee Turner, our dedicated 
kitchen manager for a number of years, 
stood down at the AGM which followed 
four days later. As yet no replacement has 
volunteered! Otherwise, the AGM went 
well, with all committee and subsidiary 
positions being filled. Ed Boyd, the contin-
uing chairman thanked those who had 
played their parts well on the committee 
and welcomed in the newcomers.

Speaking of newcomers – we welcome a 
new member, Neil Reu, who has high hopes 
of restoring his 1925 Dodge. It has been 
very pleasing to see new younger members 
joining our ranks (Say, under 40 years?) 
Good also, to see cars being filled up on 
rallies with younger family and friends.

The scrap metal collection continues to 
provide revenue for the branch – long may 
it continue.

Wellington  Winton Cleal
The 2008 Club Captain’s Safari was held 

over the weekend of 25-27 April, and the 
first day took participants from Featherston 
to Hastings through a rural route to 
Hawkes Bay, with dinner at the local RSA 
in the evening. Day 2 went from Hastings 
to Ohakune, with the usual entertainment 
at night and a Priscilla of the Desert theme. 
(One can only imagine the results!) On 
Day 3 the route took us along the road to 
Waiouru and the site of the 1953 Tangiwai 
disaster, through the Turakina Valley and 
some wonderful scenery to Hunterville on 
the Onga Road for the final few miles of 
the Safari. It was a great safari weekend.

The 39th Women’s Rally was held 
on Sunday 25 May, organised by Cathye 
Haddock, winner of the 2007 Rally. The 
theme of the rally was women’s names and 
a very novel way of matching photos to 
certain streets. The trophy for the rally is in 
memory of Pam MacLean, an early member 
of the branch, who promoted opportunities 
for women to participate in the 

The Branch Colonial Cup Rally was held 
on Sunday 22 June, starting in Pauatahanui 
and going along SH1 to Queen Elizabeth 
Park and over the Paekakariki Hill to the 
clubrooms for afternoon tea. The rally took 
almost 2 hours and there were plenty of 
trick questions, punctuated by lots of silent 
checks along the way. The rally winner 
was Ian McCulloch, and young navigator 
winner was Samantha Hall.

Our next event is the Branch 50th 
Birthday ‘Glitz & Glamour’ dinner on 
Saturday 12 July at Southwards Museum. 
The museum will be open and the Wurlitzer 
organ will be entertaining members.

Wellsford-Warkworth    
Rita Jorgensen

Something different at our April 
meeting – trivial pursuit – thinking caps 
on – interesting questions on a large range 
of subjects.

Not so many stall-holders as previous 
year at our annual Swapmeet due probably 
to a very wet few days. A good number of 
buyers through the gate made it a financial 
success. 

The only change of officers at our May 
AGM was Grahame Power taking over as 
Treasurer from Vivienne Guest who has 
done the job very ably for five years

An outing on 15 June saw nine vehicles 
leave Warkworth turning off at Puhoi 
through back roads to Riverhead to view 
Les Young’s fine collection of Fords. All in 
immaculate condition but regularly taken 
out for a run. Ranging from the ‘30s-‘60s. 
Among them were a 1952 Twin Spinner 
woodie wagon, a 1930 Lincoln 7-passenger 
sedan and a 1950 Tudor Spinner Ford 
Crestline. There were old style petrol pumps 
along the walls and lots of advertising signs 
on the walls..

From there, on to Whenuapai to view 
Nick Hujlich’s collection of army vehicles 
including three large trucks – 1942 
Studebaker from Perth in 1995, 1965 
Bedford and 1970 International. A 1945 
Ford MB Jeep, 1944 Willys Jeep and two 
Corgi 2-stroke Mark II motorbikes, seat and 
handle-bars folded down, bikes parcelled up 
and dropped with paratroopers. One built 
late war or just after – other in 1950s. A 
very interesting day out for me, travelling 
in Leon and Brenda Salt’s 1928 Model A 
Ford.

It is with deep regret that I record 
the death of our steam car man, Mike 
Brown. Mike lovingly restored a 1901 
White Steamer and he, and wife Lorraine, 
attended many functions where Mike 
delighted in giving rides to show off his car. 
He was in the process of restoring a 1904 
White Steam car – a real gentlemen, sorely 
missed.

Wanganui Branch: Doug Banks climbing up the 
Turakina valley Hill

Wanganui Branch: Wokana and Miam 2 overseas 
students we took in our Mark Zephyr ... they 
thoroughly enjoyed their "intrepid journey"
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