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All administration matters should be addressed to 
the NATIONAL OFFICE in the first instances.

THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND INC
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Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273
Email admin@vcc.org.nz
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- these details are valid until August 2009
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Bob Ballantyne
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony Bartlett
06 867 9850  

Diane Quarrie
06 876 4009  dianeandgeoff@paradise.net.nz 

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN
Kevin Clarkson
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST
Betty Wallace
03 942 2723  gbwallace@netspeed.net.nz

management committee

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
welcome from all Beaded Wheels readers.
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available 
information to 
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Laserprints/photocopies 
are not suitable. Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

Photographs supplied by Peter Wilton of Taihape.
Top: On the ferry crossing the Buller River at Westport. My father 
was on holiday at the end of 1920 and took this photo.
Left:  My Uncle proudly beside his new company car (Buick?) early 
in 1926. He was a rep for state coal and I presume that the car was 
supplied by them. 

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA 
PO Box 22-431, High Street, 
Christchurch 8142
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn
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canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo
Whakatane 3159
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH
C/- PO Box 312, Kaitaia 0441
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE 
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE 
PO Box 329, Gore 9740
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY 
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
HOROWHENUA 
PO Box 458, Levin 5540
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 

KING COUNTRY
C/- 34 House Ave,
Taumarunui 3920
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU 
PO Box 385
Palmerston North 4440
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7315
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON 
PO Box 684, Nelson 7040
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND 
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140
northland@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH OTAGO
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444
northotago@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH SHORE 
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield
Auckland 1042
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO 
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA 
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY 
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND 
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840
southand@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH OTAGO 
C/- RD 3, Warepa,
Balclutha 9273
southotago@vcc.org.nz

SOUTH WAIKATO
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI 
C/- 86 Wilson St, Hawera 4610
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO 
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE 
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924
waimate@vcc.org.nz
WAIRARAPA
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 

WAITEMATA
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield
Auckland 0629
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI 
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941 
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST 
C/- 16 Saltwater Creek Rd,
Greymouth 7801
westcoast@vcc.org.nz 

Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
until October 2009.
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We get behind the wheel of a Ferrari 
750S Monza, page 28.

The Campbells and their family 
Delage, page 20.

North Island Easter Rally, page 12. 
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COVER
1936 Ford V8 –Warren and Liz Birch enjoying the 2009 National 
North Island Easter Rally. 

 Photo Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ
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Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
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The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history, and provide rallying 
points for the constantly increasing band of 
enthusiasts. It is to these people, who appreciate 
the fascination of age, the individuality and the 
functional elegance of vehicles from a bygone 
era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – It is a very apt and well-known 
title however readers may wonder at the origin 
of the name. By way of explanation beaded edge 
wheels use beaded edge tyres that are kept in 
place by reinforced rubber beads, which fit into 
the rolled edges of the wheel rim. This style of 
wheel was a distinctive feature of early motoring 
being used on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars 
and most motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ 
adopted the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly 
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president’s message

Gaynor and I have just returned from 
the North Island Easter Rally which was 
this year hosted by the VCC Management 
Committee. I would like to congratulate 
Dianne Quarrie for the initial offer to take 
on this task on behalf of the management 
committee as well as the very capable and 
enthusiastic team making up the Rally 
Committee. Without this offer, it is very 
probable that we would not have had a 
North Island Easter Rally this year. 

I’m sure elsewhere in this issue there 
will be comprehensive reports on the 
South Island Easter Rally as well as other 
national rallies recently held. All reports 
I have received indicate these have been 
very successful in spite of the current 
economic times. 

During the recent Hamilton 400 motor 
race weekend I was able to meet with 
Raymond Bennett from Motorsport New 
Zealand. This followed a recent meeting 
that Frank Renwick had held with 
Raymond while they were both in Timaru. 
While it seems to have taken longer than 
first thought, we are now very close to an 
agreement being reached which will see 
recognition of each others documentation, 
licenses, log books and vehicle Ids. This 
will negate the current situation where a 
VCC competitor who is also a Motorsport 
NZ competitor requires two sets of 
documentation. The proposed agreement 
will reduce this to one set of documents 
recognised by both parties. 

On Tuesday 28 April the Wanganui 
District Council hosted a function 
to officially launch the VCC Rally 
2012. Guests included VCC, Vero CIS, 
Wanganui District Council, press and other 
dignitaries. Speakers included Wanganui 
District Mayor, Michael Laws and me. I 
was privileged to present framed artwork 
depicting the rally to Vero CIS, Wanganui 
District Council and to VCC National 
Office. The Rally Committee was formally 
introduced at this function by Rally 
Director, Bruce Hutton. Also announced 
was that the Wanganui District Council 
is now the second major sponsor for this 
event with their commitment of substan-
tial sponsorship.

On behalf of all members I offer my 
thanks to Vero CIS and Wanganui District 
Council for their support of the VCC 
Rally 2010. 

It’s timely to remind all members that 
without sponsors we would not be able to 
hold these events. VERO CIS have been 
supporters of the VCC for many years 
as not only sponsors of major rallies but 
also through the vehicle insurance scheme 
which began many years ago.  

The end of the financial year is upon 
us and it looks likely we will again show 
a small surplus, despite increasing costs 
and lower interest returns. As always the 
share scheme from VERO, coupled with 
the interest generated from other invest-
ments we are able to operate comfortably 
within our present fee structure. However 
we may need to look at this carefully in 
the near future.

Twelve months ago Beaded Wheels 
published an article compiled by Tony 
Bartlett (Management Member) regarding 
Bio Fuels and Carbon Credits. With the 
change of government there seems to be 
less importance placed on this so it will 
be interesting to see how this develops in 
the future.

John L Goddard Trophy
A Club member attaining a notable 

achievement during the past twelve 
months is a potential recipient of the 
John L Goddard Trophy. Any financial 
member of the VCC can nominate a 
member for this annual award. It may be 
for a significant restoration, memorable 
motoring journey or an important histor-
ical article or series of articles published 
in Beaded Wheels or some special service 
to the club. Nominations close 27 June 
2009 and the award will be presented at 
this year’s Annual General Meeting. For 
further details, please contact your Branch 
Secretary.

 Greg Terrill
National President

as we see it

Last issue I mentioned Julian Walls’ 
website and the site was also reviewed on 
page 35. I have heard from Julian and he 
informs me that traffic has increased and 
he has been posed some questions which 
he has been able to answer. It maybe that 
we can publish these questions and the 
answers in a future issue as they may be of 
interest to others.

We have a book review of Donn 
Anderson’s Mini Down Under in this issue 
and this is just a taste of what is to come 
in the August issue. As it will be the 50th 
anniversary of the Mini in New Zealand 
we will have some more coverage of this 
iconic vehicle.

Having their 100th anniversary this 
year are Hudson, Mercer and Morgan 
cars. We currently have no stories on any 
of these Marques but maybe something 
will come in before the end of the year. 
Morgans, of course, are still being made 
and this is some achievement.

In the past we have asked for more 
articles and we have particularly mentioned 
articles of a more technical nature and I’m 
pleased to say that we have a trickle of 
these coming in. Last issue we enjoyed 
Allan Wylie’s article on adding a full 
flow oil filter and in this issue we have a 
very easy-to-understand article on crank-
shaft balancers sent in by Nigel Coghlan. 
I think most will learn something they 
didn’t know from this!

How often do we get the opportunity to 
do a Behind The Wheel on a ‘50s Ferrari 
750s Monza? Scott Thompson has done 
us proud by being in the right place at the 
right time to  secure this great story for us. 
This car is one of only a small number to 
come to New Zealand in the ‘50s, and is 
the only one to remain here today.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels
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JUNE  
 7 Canterbury Restoration of the Year Rally
 8 Bay of Plenty AGM
 9 Gore AGM
 10 Canterbury Motorcycle Noggin & AGM
 10 Hawke’s Bay AGM
 10 Waikato AGM
 11 Nelson AGM
 13 Ashburton P60 Run
 13 Rotorua Annual Dinner & prize-giving
 13 Southland Moped Run
 14 Central Otago AGM
 14 Northland Annual Dinner, Prize-giving, 

End of Registration Run
 14 Otago AGM & Annual Dinner
 14 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 14 Wairarapa Winter Wander
 14 West Coast Reefton (Mainland Sporting Trials 

Championship)

 17 Gisborne AGM
 17 North Shore AGM
 17 Rotorua Mid Week Run
 18 Ashburton AGM
 20 E Bay of Plenty Night Owl Run
 20 Horowhenua Mid-Winter Dinner
 20 Manawatu Brass Monkey Night Trial
 20 Waikato Night Rally
 21 Ashburton Solstice Run
 21 Auckland Motorcycle Wet Leg Run
 21 Canterbury AGM
 21 Sth Cant End of Season
 25 Auckland AGM
 24 Waitemata AGM
 27 Canterbury Dine & Dance
 27 Far North End Registration 

- Molloy trophy

 27 Gore Annual Prizegiving & Dinner
 28 Bay of Plenty Garage Raid
 28 Gisborne Club Run
 28 North Shore Auckland/North Shore

Combined
 28 Taranaki Stratford Mountain House Run
 28 Waitemata Go Karting
 28 Wellington Colonial Cup Rally

 JULY  
 2 Sth Cant AGM
 4-5 Wellsford/Warkworth Winter Woolie Wander
 5 Wairarapa Margaret Gee Memorial Rally
  Horowhenua Night Owl Night Trial
 12 Nelson Snow Run to St Arnaud
 12 Rotorua Central North Island 

Swap Meet
 15 Rotorua Mid Week Run
 16 Ashburton Annual Dinner
 17 Banks Peninsula Mid Winter Dinner
 18 Far North Annual Dinner
 18 Wellington Mid Winter Dinner
 19 Waikato Club Event
 25 Waitemata R’Oil Can
 25-26 Canterbury Mid Winter M/C Run
 26 Banks Peninsula Balcairn Trial (Mainland 

Sporting Trials Championship)

 26 E Bay of Plenty Invitation day at Watchorn’s 
Motor Museum

 26 Gisborne Club Run

 AUGUST  
 1 Banks Peninsula VCCNZ National AGM
 2 Canterbury Winter Run
 8 Canterbury Around the Bays M/C Run
 15 Nelson Club Run
 15 Wairarapa Club Run
 16 Marlborough Renwick (Mainland Sporting 

Trials Championship)

 16 Canterbury High Tea
 16 North Shore Triple Combined Rally
 16 Otago P60V Rally
 22 Wellington Night Trial
 29-30 Rotorua Sulphur City Rally
 30 Gisborne Club Run

 SEPTEMBER  
 5 Waimate Swap Meet
 6 Auckland PW/PWV/P60V Rally
 6 Canterbury Motorcycle Rough Run
 12 Canterbury Woman Drivers’ Rally
 12 Northland Swap Meet
 13 Manawatu Vintage Only Rally
 13 Nelson Club Run
 18-20 Taranaki Rubber Duckie M/C Rally
 19-20 September Austin Rally
 19 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
 20 Nelson Cable Bay-Happy Valley

(Mainland Sporting Trials 
Championship)

 26-27 North Shore Spring Tour
 26-27 Wellington Toni’s Tour
 27 Canterbury Annual Awards Dinner
 27 Central Otago Blossom Festival Rally 

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of month prior to magazine publication

Total     engine overhauls
Contact

Phone
Fax

Mobile

EmailShirley
MOTORS
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John L Goddard Trophy
A call for nominations was made in the 

last issue of Beaded Wheels and nominations 
are due to close on 26 June. Do you know 
anyone who you would like to nominate?

Membership Cards
Membership Cards have now been sent 

to all financial members. If you have not 
received your membership card, please 
contact your Branch Secretary in the first 
instance and they will notify the National 
Office.

Executive Meetings And 
Management Meetings

All Branch Secretaries are forwarded 
a copy of the Minutes from Executive 
Meetings and Management Committee 
Meetings. Should you wish to read any of 
these, please contact your Secretary.

Club Website
Don’t forget we have a website. 

www.vcc.org.nz A forum was set up in 2005 
and can be accessed via our website. You 

can also down load forms for ID Cards, 
Membership, Beaded Wheels Subscriptions 
and a copy of the Branch Manual is also 
available.

FIVA Vehicle Identity Card
If you require a FIVA ID Card for one 

of their events, please allow at least ten 
weeks for its acceptance. There are charges 
involved. Please contact National Office if 
you require further information.

VCC Speed Events
If you are entering any VCC speed event 

you must hold current financial member-
ship, a valid Vehicle ID Card and VCC Log 
Book for the vehicle you are using and a 
valid VCC Historic Racing Licence.

Vero Insurance
You can obtain free quotes from Vero 

by phoning 0800 658 411. Have your 
membership card handy, as you will require 
your membership number. The insurance 
cover for Vintage Car Club members often 
includes additional coverage for items 

that increase premium costs with other 
insurance companies, so make sure you 
compare apples with apples.

Club Archives
The Club Archivist opens the Club 

Archive on Fridays for visitors. Betty can 
be contacted to make arrangements to visit 
the Archive outside these times. Contact 
details for management committee and 
VCCNZ branches are listed on page 2 of 
this issue.

Notice Of Motion
As earlier indicated, a proposed notice 

of motion had been received prior to 10 
January 2009 and went through the relevant 
constitutional steps with submissions going 
to the proposer and seconder by 20 March 
2009. The proposer and seconder then had 
until the 20 April 2009 to submit a notice 
of motion for voting this year. This did not 
occur and therefore there will be no notices 
of motion this year.

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local 
branch contact details. You may also contact your local branch directly for application forms and details, see page 2.

To find the 

VCC Rally 2012 
website
Type the website address into the address bar of the 
internet browser on your computer.

The website address for the 2012 Rally is 
www.vccrally2012.co.nz 

̋NŌ MURI PŪKENGA KŌ MUA PŪAWAI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

The address bar of your 
internet browser is at the 
top of the screen and if 
you use Internet Explorer 
the page will look similar 
to this:

Well Known Member 
Passes Away

We sadly record that David Barker of 
Wellington Branch has passed away. David 
has been a longstanding member and is 
the recipient of a 50 Year badge. David 
has been an active member right from 
the club’s earliest days. It was David in his 
role as interim Secretary that initiated a 
new format for a monthly circular being a 
two page folded Guff Sheet. This bulletin 
could truly be said to be the forerunner of 
today’s magazine Beaded Wheels and kept 
the nucleus of the Club together during 
the brief period of recess in 1953. We 
extend our sympathies to David’s family.
Above: First Dean’s Bush Rally: 1st Row: D 
Rutherford, Alldays & Onions; G Cockram, 
Caddy; Palmer Bros, Unic. 2nd Row: Cockrams 
De Dion; G. Hall, Clement Talbot; D Barker, 
510s Fiat. 3rd Row: W Mauger, 2 cylinder Unic; 
L Everett, Auburn; H. Turtell, V8 Caddy
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One day when it was back in I asked 
the garage owner why it was called a 
Wentworth. I recall him saying that they 
were, as Tony pointed out, left-over 1929 
cars that were stockpiled in a building or 
yard at, or called, Wentworth. They had 
been upgraded and when dealers ordered 
a car they had the choice of the new 1930 
car or a Wentworth car at a better rate, 
hence the Wentworth name stuck. Now 
this was many years ago, but I am sure my 
memory is right.

Also, I was amazed to see listed in 
current For Sale ads a Chevrolet Imperial 
Master Delux 1935 model.

At the same time I worked at the 
garage, a Mr Jim Barra drove one of these 
rather large cars. The Milton car had 
been sold new to the local taxi owner 
Mr Mcgillivery, who also had the local 
tearooms, to replace his worn and smokey 
Minerva. It was later sold to the Athy 
family who owned a farm not far from Mr 
Barra and he drove it for them, later selling 
his Model A and purchasing it. I was told 
by the elderly dealer that three of these 
cars had come to New Zealand. They were 
longer wheelbase, had twin side mounts 
and seats that folded up from the floor to 
make them a full eight seater; three front 
and back, and two on fold up seats. They 
had suicide doors and a 1935 type grill, but 
the instrument panel was the same as the 
1936 model Chev. The one listed for sale 
had a straight front axle but the Milton 
car had the knee action fitted and was 
also a straight back. It appears from the 
information the seller sent me, his car had 
also been a taxi. Now that accounts for 
two; does the third one survive? I often 
wondered how GM got away with the 
Imperial name as used by Chrysler for so 
many years before.

Mel R Tapp, RD 3 Balclutha

Dear Sir,
In issue No 290 February/March 2008 

of Beaded Wheels on page 7 is a photo of 
a car bonnet ornament from Peter Brown 
who was trying to find out its origin. In 
about 1954/55 I had a similar ornament 

 Beaded Wheels 7

Dear Sir
Your article Full Circle by Bill Cockram 

about two Mk7 Jaguars was of great interest 
to me, as for many years my father ran a 
Jaguar Mk9. My father was the car’s third 
owner. He was told by its second owner 
that the car was originally supplied new in 
1959 to Shell BP for £1,999.

The car was chauffeur driven as the 
managing director’s car. It was used at 
the same time for research. The engine 
compression was raised from 8:1 to 9:1 
to check the performance of its 3.8 litre 
engine and its components using various 
fuels in the car. The performance of the 
car was increased, but only marginally I 
think.

When Dad bought the car it had 80,000 
miles, fully documented, on the clock. 
“Just nicely run in”, as Dad’s mechanic said 
when he first saw the car.

It was always meticulously serviced by 
him and was very reliable. 

The car was black originally with 
red leather bench seats, but due to some 
superficial panel damage was repainted red 
below the chrome side strips which Jaguar 
introduced when they offered some very 
attractive two-tone colour options for the 
Mk9s.

The only obvious visible difference 
from the original Mk7s to the Mk9 from 
front views is a more heavily chromed 
grill, the leaping Jaguar mascot on the 9 
compared to the winged Jaguar head of 
the 7 and the one piece windscreen on the 
9 compared to the split screen on the 7. 

mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers.

The Mk7 had no chrome side strips but 
had fully enclosed rear wheel spats.

Although Dad’s car was a Mk9 it had a 
single branch exhaust; later ones had twin 
exhaust.

Several times we were stopped by the 
police with the 9 for “going slightly over 
the speed limit”, but only cautioned by 
them! Perhaps raising the compression 
ratio by Shell was to blame.

Bill is right when he says these cars have 
for some peculiar reason been sidelined.

I have been constantly saddened when 
reading various books professing to be 
histories of Jaguar cars to often find them 
not being mentioned. As Bill said in his 
article, the Mk7 was Jaguar’s bread and 
butter.

After WWII the government’s statement 
to all major companies was  “export or 
die,” so a very high percentage of Mk7s 
went directly to the USA. Very few were 
available in England and the ones that 
were, were often sold on the black market 
for more that the original price.

I felt a great sense of loss when my 
father decided to sell his MK9 for, I have 
to be fair here, a really immaculate Rover 
P5 3 Litre Mk3.

Ken Bradoon
(Abridged)

Dear Sir,
I was interested to read the article on 

the 1930 Chev roadster and the bit by 
Tony Haycock on the name Wentworth 
applied to some 1930 Chev cars. Many 
years ago I worked in the local Chevrolet 
garage after school and a 1930 Chev came 
in for service and as I worked in the 
parts I heard the parts manager call it a 
Wentworth. I had never heard this name, 
always hearing them referred to as either 
AC or International Chevs.

Mk9 Jaguar
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(less the large wings of the base) on an 
Indian model 741 motorbike. It is just 
visible in the photo, previous page. My 
fiancee, Ronda, (now my wife of 51 years) 
and myself are on the bike and sidecar in 
the middle of photo above. The ornament 
was already on the old bike when I bought 
it and Ronda thought it a bit immodest 
and made a small skirt for it, just visible 
in the photo of the solo bike. I also have 
wondered at the origin of the ornament 
and hoped that by now Peter has solved 
the puzzle. Would you please pass this on 
to him and he may help me. As a point of 
interest we got the bike back some years 
ago and I am now restoring it.

John Finnigan
PO Box 235
 Queensland 4455
Australia
owenjohnof36@bigpond.com

Dear Sir,
I am writing to enquire about three 

cars that I remember as a boy living in 
Christchurch. During the 1940s I was a 
chorister in the Christchurch Cathedral 
Choir and used to frequent the vicinity 
of Cathedral Square. The first one I often 
used to see was a 1927-8 Lincoln V8 that 
belonged to a man named Frank Eagan, 
a wine and spirit merchant who lived 
in Opawa. The car was a 4-door sedan 
painted a dark maroon colour. It had a 
spare wheel mounted on the back that had 
a leatherette cover with an American flag 
painted on it with the initials USA under-
neath. It was often parked outside Warners 
Hotel in the Square.

The second car was a 1939 De Soto 
coupe that belonged to a prominent 
photographer George Wiegel, who had his 
studio in New Regent Street. The car 
was painted a tomato red colour and had 
whitewall tyres. It was the only one of its 
kind in Christchurch and really stood out 
in that colour.

The third car was a 1938-9 Studebaker 
Commander 4 door convertible sedan that 
belonged to a doctor. It was painted yellow 
with green mudguards and convertible top. 
I am wondering if any of these cars are 
still in the Christchurch area in original 
or restored condition. 

Tony Scull,
7 Rupert Crt, Thomastown,
VIC 3074, Australia

Dear Sir
I found the article in Beaded Wheels 

April 2009 on full flow oil filters very 
interesting. I have just recently fitted a full 
flow canister type filter to my little 1937 
Fiat 500 Topolino and this resulted in an 
unexpected benefit.

These cars seem to have a tendency for 
the oil pressure to drop from over 50psi 
cold down to only about 20psi hot, but 
after fitting the filter I found that the oil 
pressure stayed right up at 50psi hot. I 
thought at first that maybe the needle was 
sticking, but I now realise that by adding 
another litre or so of oil to the standard 
3.5 litres, and locating the filter in the 
mudguard area, where it gets plenty of cool 
air I have ended up with quite an effective 
oil cooler at no extra cost.

Naturally you would not expect such 
a dramatic improvement with a bigger 
engine but I think it indicates that if you 
contemplate fitting a full flow oil filter 
then an oil cooler may be a worthwhile 
addition, especially on a large engine. 

Ivan Gardiner

Dear Sir
The Crankhandle Club in Cape Town 

has a 1902 5hp Wolseley which has just 
suffered a fatigue failure of the crankshaft. 
We are not sure if a repair will be satisfac-
tory or whether we should have a new one 
made. In any case we would like to modify 
the method of attachment of the flywheels 
(at present by keyways) which has not been 

a great success. We understand that there is 
a similar car in New Zealand and are eager 
to get in touch with the owner and anyone 
else who might be able to give us advice.

John Brewster (Custodian).
28 Oak Avenue, Kenilworth
Cape Town 7708, 
South Africa
or The Crankhandle Club
PO Box 53543 , Kenilworth 
Cape Town 7745, 
South Africa
jbrewster@telkomsa.net

Dear Sir,
The photos below are of the crankcase 

of a 1906 Clement-Talbot engine. The 
photos were taken by Jack Angelsey in 
1970 at the Palmer farm at Clark Valley, 
just north of the Hope Saddle in the 
Nelson district. Also at the farm were the 
four separate cylinder barrels which are of 
the T-head design. Mr Palmer died and at 
his clearing sale in 1972 there was no sign 
of these parts on offer.

The engine is the only part of this 
model of car which I do not have. I would 
appreciate it if any member who picked 
this up or knows of a similar one could 
contact the writer. There is no identifica-
tion on these engines to suggest they are 
Clement-Talbot.

Stephen Kidd
PO Box 2053 
Dunedin
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Dear Sir
I was interested to read the article about 

the Smith Auto Wheel in Issue 292 of 
Beaded Wheels and have the following 
comments.

There are a few pre-1915 Wall Auto 
Wheels in the UK and several take part 
in the Sunbeam MCC’s Pioneer Run to 
Brighton, making it to the finish.

The unit was patented by A W Wall 
in 1908 and the first model (1909) incor-
porated a small horizontally opposed, 
twin-cylinder, two-stroke engine. It was 
redesigned in 1912 with a single-cylinder, 
four-stroke engine. In 1915 was licenced for 
manufacture in the USA.

Stanley White, 
Hounslow, UK

Dear Sir
At a recent swap meet at Toowoomba 

in south-east Queensland, approximately 
200 km from my base on the Gold Coast, 
I encountered a stand selling back copies 
of your excellent magazine Beaded Wheels. 
Whilst I would have loved to have been 
able to purchase the entire number offered, 
being over 100 copies dating back many 
years – I recall the oldest issue was from 
1985 – I had to resist this temptation. 

However I did purchase three copies;  
numbers 283, 286 and 287 – which 
contained photos and some information 
concerning the 1919 Lancia Kappa owned 
by Danny Ryan. 

I have been a Lancia enthusiast since 
I was ten years old and have always had 
a serious interest in Lancia manufactured 
prior to the famous Lambda in 1922. 

I would be pleased to be able to contact 
Danny and find out more about his Kappa,  
including whatever history is known. Over 
the years I have made a study of virtually 
all Lancias in Australia and New Zealand, 
although the latter has not taken serious 

priority. Through Don Donnithorne, 
whom I have known since 1981, I have 
been able to obtain some contact with a 
number of Lancia owners in New Zealand, 
but this has been sketchy. 

My enthusiasm for Lancia remains 
unabated and this has been reinforced by 
the similar enthusiasm of a young man 
here, just 29 years old, who has amassed an 
outstanding collection of Lancia including 
a 1910 Gamma (still to be accurately 
dated), 1919 Kappa, 1923 Pentaiota truck, 
as well as two Lambda, a Flaminia 2.5 
Pinin Farina Coupe, 1.8 Flavia Coupe, 
1.6 Fulvia HF Fanalone and a Flaminia 
2.5 3C Sport (Zagato). All these cars are 
in outstanding condition, with work on 
the truck proceeding currently. Hence my 
interest in contacting Danny Ryan and 
finding out more about his Kappa. 

Grahame Ward
lancia@futureweb.com.au 
or mrcaQI@yaahoo.com.au 
(abridged)

Dear Sir 
The more times I read the letter from 

Don Hall in Beaded Wheels No 296, the 
more I’m confused; I don’t understand 
what he’s trying to achieve with a proposal 
for re-classification. I’m left wondering if 
he means “recognition”. 

Using the well recognised Vintage 
title and applying that to cars of later 
manufacture won’t make them more 
valuable or worthy of collecting if that is 
the objective. 

We bought a 1972 MB 350SL for exactly 
the same reason he did and whether it’s 
valued by the VCCNZ, or other members 
less than our 1934 Railton is of no concern 
to me. 

Of course there will be members with 
preferences for certain classes of vehicles 
but I don’t know any members who 

consider later cars are of less value. My 
best advice would be to get the cars out of 
the garage and drive them for all they’re 
worth. Don’t worry about whether one is 
more valued than the others and leave our 
350SLs in the P60 class, 1970 Vintage Car 
Group is confusing at best, or corruption 
at worst. 

I read Bill Cockram’s entertaining 
Jaguar article in No. 297 and savour his 
comments regarding plebian makes. A 
well balanced view. 

Alastair Jones

Dear Sir
In reference to your photographs of 

Darcy Nicholson’s Mercedes car Beaded 
Wheels No 297. These photographs brought 
back memories of a small incident which 
occurred in the late ‘50s which must have 
involved this car, as I cannot imagine 
a second vehicle of this calibre in the 
region.

The vehicle was being driven from 
Timaru to Middlemarch, and overshot 
crossroads at Roy’s corner some 6km west 
of Macraes Flat. When the driver stopped 
and tried to reverse back to the correct 
road he stalled the car – and there it stayed 
as he was unable to restart it.

Fortunately, my father and I were 
working nearby, and the driver walked to 
us and begged a tow.

We had a 5 ton 1937 International truck, 
formerly of Wilson’s Transport, Dunback, 
which my father used and quickly had 
the Merc running again. The driver must 
have been very grateful for the tow as 
before he departed he produced from the 
boot (dickey) a large crayfish as payment.  
Very unnecessary as the inspection of the 
car, and the chinwag which followed was 
reward enough in itself.

I was only about 10-11 years old at the 
time, but this small incident made a lasting 
memory. It was probably the first thorough-
bred car I had seen, and I can still hear the 
wonderful deep, full noise its engine made. 
It had a very long bonnet which had two 
large leather straps holding it down. I don’t 
recall any hood, but it wasn’t being used 
even if it existed. I suppose the driver 
introduced himself to my father but I no 
longer remember his name. The car looked 
like the black and white photo in your last 
issue – a truly beautiful machine and well 
worthy of the memories it left me.

John Roy
Ravensthorpe, WA

Dear Sir
Thank you for publishing the photo 

taken in Taihape which appeared in the 
lastest issue of Beaded Wheels. Sadly I must 

mailbag
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For the West Coast Branch of the 
Vintage Car Club, the Scenicland 
Rally is both their annual rally and 

largest event. It is usually held on the third 
weekend in March. The event is generally 
centred in Greymouth, principal town on 
the West Coast.

Curious to know more about the West 
Coast Branch I checked Archives for 
previous copies of their newsletter Advance 
and Retard to do some homework. I was 
disappointed to find that there were only 
four issues, the earliest dated August 1999.
But then when I started this article a fifth 
arrived, dated January 2009, and at seven 
A4 pages it was informative and enter-
taining. From this I learnt that after a long 
absence a new branch newsletter editor 
had been found with Hemi Te Rakau 
appointed to the position. 

Archives did yield a little more 
historical information, and because the 
West Coast Branch is easily overlooked 
(or publicity shy) I thought it timely to 
reproduce it here 

Historical
The first motor car to reach the 

West Coast appeared on the streets of 
Greymouth on Christmas Day 1903, 
having been delivered there by ship and 
as reported in the local newspaper “Its 
journeying seemed always under control, 
travelling at six to seven miles per hour.” 
The car was a Peugeot. 

Although this first car arrived in 1903 
there had been a number of motorcyclists 
on the Coast for some time before.

As expected the early motorist had to 
be his (or her) own mechanic and in 1910 
Schaef and Son established Greymouth’s 
first garage. This new garage had three 

hire cars complete with drivers, and as 
stated “was prepared to charge accumu-
lators, batteries, repair tyres and have 
available a complete vulcanizing plant to 
make old tyres like new.”

It is not surprising that the local 
authorities soon brought in regulations 
governing the motorists’ activity. Top 
speed was limited to 10 mph and corners 
and bridges had to be negotiated at a 
walking pace with horns and bells being 
sounded. A mob of cattle had priority over 
the passage of a car which was required to 
wait and switch off until the mob was past. 
There were other rules too which now 
seem rather amusing and petty. 

The first taxi in Greymouth appeared 
in 1912 and by 1915 the motor vehicle was 
no longer a novelty on the Coast though 
of course only a few people knew how to 
drive one and even fewer actually owned 
one. Another milestone occurred in 1927 
when instead of being sold in four gallon 
tins, petrol was now able to be distributed 
from hand pumps.

Historical – The Vintage Car Club
The Vintage Car Club movement began 

on the West Coast in the mid-1950s with 
several members including A N Boustridge 
and R W Clarke, locating and restoring 
old vehicles while operating under the 
umbrella of the Canterbury Branch of the 
Vintage Car Club. In 1959 it was suggested 
that the Canterbury Branch should be 
invited to organise a rally centred on the 
Coast. This was carried out and from all 
accounts was quite successful, serving to 
generate added interest in the Vintage 
car movement in Westland. By 1962 five 
‘Coasters’ had joined the VCC, all affili-
ated to the Canterbury Branch. In 1975 

THE WAY WE WERE
Words Grant Hitchings Photos West Coast Branch

mailbag

point out three errors in the text. I am 
not being pedantic with regard to this but 
feel that as we are the premier historical 
motoring publication in New Zealand we 
should strive to “get it right”.

Firstly the lorry came from Murray 
McKinnon, not McKurrow.

The third truck in the photo was a 
Kilkolly vehicle and was a Chevrolet and 
our check on the registration plate chart 
held by another local VCC member shows 
them to be 1930-31 issue.

This can also be borne out by the 
well-worn look of all three vehicles. The 
two Graham Brothers trucks were new 
1925, (mine has 1925 stamped after the 
chassis number) so despite rough roads 
here in that era, they could not have been 
in that condition in a month or two. All 
that aside the magazine is great and always 
looked forward to.

Peter Wilton

Dear Sir
I was happily reading through Beaded 

Wheels 297 when my attention was 
arrested by H Lodge’s article Where Are 
They Now?

In this case it is not the cars but  the 
location. The pictures were taken on the 
airfield of our King Country sheep farm 
located some 15km out of Taumarunui 
on the road to Turangi. The date was 
March 1964. At that time my late father 
was, I think, the President of the Waikato 
Veteran and Vintage Club and as part of 
a national rally (the details are unknown 
to me now) he arranged for a major part 
of the rally to meet at our farm and use 
the airfield for gymkhana events. It was 
a significant rally as we hosted at our 
home, the late Michael Sedgewick, then 
Secretary to Lord Montagu of Beaulieu 
and Lord Montagu himself.

My memory of the event is backed up 
by a small booklet detailing the history 
of Palace House in Hampshire, the home 
of Lord Montagu, which was presented 
to my parents by Montagu, signed by him 
and dated 14 March 1964. I probably have 
other memorabilia from the event but that 
would require serious searching of family 
documents and photos.

To H Lodge: Sorry I was too young 
to be greatly interested in those vehicles  
although that lovely Packard is remem-
bered along with several 1930s Bentleys, 
but thanks for the photo which rekindled 
teenage memories.

Frank Metcalfe
Blenheim
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING 
of engine bearings

and now with seven members on board, 
a West Coast sub-branch of Canterbury 
was formed. Then in 1982 The Vintage 
Car Club West Coast Branch (Inc.) was 
established.

At this time land was leased near 
the popular tourist venue Shantytown, 
a re-creation of a small town from the 
pioneer era on the Coast. It features old 
shops, courthouse, blacksmith and similar 
places and there is a bush railway operating 
as well. It is one of the main tourist attrac-
tions on the West Coast. Many buildings 
are original and have been moved to 
Shantytown. A clubroom and parts shed 
were built there by the membership who 
can now be justifiably proud of their effort. 
Not overly large compared to other Branch 
HQ it nevertheless suits the West Coast 
membership admirably.

The major milestone in the branch 
history was the hosting of the rally in 1985 
to celebrate 100 years of motoring in New 
Zealand. Tom Griffin organised this event 
which attracted 37 vehicles, a good turnout 
for that time on the Coast. 

The branch hosted the National South 
Island Easter Rally in 2003, an event 
centred in Greymouth, which drew 115 
entries.

Geographical
The West Coast Branch embraces the 

Coast’s three main centres of population 
Greymouth, Westport and Hokitika, and 
stretches from Karamea in the North down 
to Haast in the South. The Southern Alps 
and the sea coast form the other bounda-
ries which probably makes it the largest 
VCC branch in area and arguably the most 
scenic. 

Branch Membership
This stands at around 80 with the most 

southern members at Haast and most  
northerly at Westport. The Branch has a 
monthly club night and this doubles as a 
branch committee meeting as well. 

The West Coast Branch now has a 
greater association with the Nelson and 
Blenheim branches than with its closest 
neighbour Canterbury. Evidently the route 
from the Coast northwards is popular, 
being scenic while providing an inter-
esting variety of driving conditions. Also 
the Coasters prefer rallying in the Nelson 
and Blenheim areas than around the 
Canterbury Plains. 

 S P Nimmo has a 1915 Rainier truck 
but there are not many other Veteran 

vehicles. There are a few late Vintage 
machines with the bulk of the membership 
owning P group cars, which is understand-
able considering the nature of the terrain 
and the distances travelled on club events. 

The Branch Chairperson is Donna Lee, 
Secretary Andrew Boyes and the Branch 
Treasurer Tom Griffin. 

The Scenicland Rally
This year’s Scenicland Rally was up to 

the usually high standard expected of the 
event. The 75 mile route chosen for the 
run on the Saturday wound its way partly 
through some little-used scenic tracks 
with overhanging forest in many places. It 
started at Victoria Park in Greymouth with 
lunch at Jacksons, and then to Mitchells 
where the field tests were held with the 
rally concluding at Kumara. 

There were 68 entries with 35 from 
outside the West Coast Branch. Among 
the more interesting vehicles were Dick 
and Beth Wardell’s 1923 Lorraine-Dietrich, 
the 1931 Cadillac (now converted to fuel 
injection) owned by John and Glyn Boyes 
and Allan Giles’ Duzgo Model B, a locally 
manufactured go-anywhere utility vehicle.

 bw  
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As the Hawke’s Bay Branch of the Vintage Car Club was 
unable to organise the National North Island Easter Rally, 
Dianne Quarrie was approached by the Management 

Committee to see if she could organise this event. As the North 
Island Club Captain’s Tour was finishing in Hawke’s Bay and 
accommodation had been booked by a large number of people, it 
was felt that the event should be organised there.

We left home reasonably early on Good Friday, but not early 
enough, so it was a very slow and cold trip from the Hamilton side 
of Cambridge until 30 minutes into the Napier to Taupo Highway, 
travelling in the MG with the hood down. However as we entered 
the Hawke’s Bay region the sun came out and the traffic lessened. 

On friday night 135 rally entrants met at our headquarters at 
the Hastings Racecourse for the official opening with the mayor of 
Hastings, Lawrence Yule. There were entrants from as far afield as 
Southland and Paihia. Also present were entrants from the United 
Kingdom and Australia.

Saturday morning dawned crisp and clear with our rally start at 
9:44. The instructions for the competitive section were distributed, 
including over-riding instructions. Easter Bunny gave out Easter 
eggs as entrants left the grounds to begin the rally with the timed 
section and straight line navigation. Manned checks, on and off 
course, and silent checks were prevalent around this section and 
we arrived at the final check after about 30 minutes of motoring. 

From there it was on to the touring section of the rally with 
either short, medium or long routes, through some magnificent 
countryside with wonderful views of the Bay. We were surprised as 
we rounded a bend on the descent to find Bruce Hutton perched 
precariously on a steep bank taking photographs. 

Another highlight was the drive on the private road through 
a cattle station. Eventually we arrived at Ngatarawa Winery for 
lunch. Here we were able to wander around the grounds and enjoy 
wine tasting in the historic stables built in 1890. The long route 

lunched at Matapiro Homestead which has lain empty for sixty 
years. The current owners have begun restoration. 

The afternoon section took us past many vineyards, and 
the entire rally was completed under a cloudless sky with warm 
temperatures. Saturday evening we were entertained by a duo 
with music of the art deco era. After dinner everyone wrapped up 
warmly and ventured outdoors to witness the amazing feats of the 
traction engines and two World War II searchlights. Wayne Clark 
and his steam engine friends put on a spectacular steam and light 
show. The clear crisp air made this all the more interesting as the 
steam went straight up. I believe the searchlights can be seen from 
a distance of up to 50 kilometres. 

There was another early start on Sunday morning for the 
public motor show at the racecourse. Geoff Quarrie and his team 
had organised a number of interesting events on this day for both 
rally entrants and the general public. Entrants were encouraged to 
dress in costume suitable to the era of their vehicle and many put 
in a tremendous effort. Elegant dresses, hats and furs, as well as 
blazers, boaters, smart suits and bowlers were very evident. Fiona 
Bixley, a Wellington milliner, gave a very informative talk about 
hats through the ages, illustrated with authentic examples from 
her collection. A mock wedding also took place, complete with 
shotgun, bride and groom, bridesmaids, vicar and a beautifully 
decorated vehicle. There was also a gramophone display which 
added to the ambience of the day. 

The field events captured much interest. Building the bridge to 
nowhere caused hilarity for both spectators and competitors alike, 
with each team employing differing strategies to complete the task 
in the fastest time. The South Canterbury team were the eventual 
winners, even though a number of their team members had a dip 
in the water. A Le Mans-type event followed with pairs of drivers 
competing against each other. 

ASHBURTON BRANCH 40TH ANNIVERSARY

NORTH ISLAND EASTER RALLY  Words Gaynor Terrill, Photographs Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ

HASTINGS 2009
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RESULTS

Overall Winner
John and Shirley Foot   Waikato
Veteran
Murray and Valerie Toms  Bay of Plenty
Vintage
Bruce and Fiona Bixley  Wellington
Post Vintage 
John and Shirley Foot  Waikato
Post War
Dudley and Fay Kitson  Auckland
Post 60
Greg and Gaynor Terrill  Waikato
Commercial
Brian and Val Russell  West Coast
Bridge to Nowhere teams event
South Canterbury Branch
Best display at Public Day
1930s Shotgun Wedding  Wellington Branch Members
Hard Luck
Paddy and Eleanor Holt   Whangarei
Longest Distance travelled
North Island: Matt and Bev Sharpe  Pahia
South Island: Murray Lloyd and Libby Stevenson  Invercargill
NATIONAL TROPHIES
Maxwell Trophy Teams Event
Waikato Branch
Sun Alliance Trophy
(Awarded to the Branch with the highest percentage of entrants at Rally) 
Wellington Branch
Todd Park Trophy
(entrants choice for the best presented vehicle at rally) 
Bob and Elsie Ewing  1966 Ford Mustang Wellington

While all this was occurring, the four traction engines just 
kept on keeping on. A tug-of-war with man against machine was 
popular, as was the slow race which involved the four vehicles 
travelling as slowly as possible without actually stopping with the 
little steam roller being the victor. Rides were also being given on 
the back of the traction engines. Thanks to Wayne Clark for the 
excellent effort he put in over the weekend. The steam engines 
were a magnificent attraction.  

The evening function and prize-giving included entertain-
ment provided by Rod and Scarlett McKenzie, and Margaret and 
John Cleland. Rod assumed the persona of Seldom Anygood and 
Margaret was Myrtle, twin sister of Madge, of Dame Edna Everage 
fame. They proceeded to entertain us with It’s In The Bag. Prizes 
ranged from a small flat screen television, DVD player, toaster, 
wine and many other great prizes through to three booby prizes. 
The booby prizes of husband restorer and wife restorer packs both 
went to Wellington members. I am wondering how Bob Ewing 
is managing with his hair brush and hair cream. Myrtle kept a 
straight face throughout the whole time, she just looked sad and 
morose throughout. Thanks to Rod and the team for entertaining 
us so well.

Speeches and prize-giving followed, with VCC Life Member 
Roger White presenting the prizes. There were class winners and 
North Island Club Captain John Foot and his wife Shirley were 
overall winners. 

Monday saw everyone homeward bound with some stops maybe 
at local branch parts shed or the Farmers Market. 

On behalf of all the entrants, I offer sincere thanks to Dianne 
Quarrie and her team who organised this event on behalf of the 
Management Committee. Congratulations to you all on an 
outstanding effort; this rally will be remembered for friendly 
people, wonderful organisation, great events, delicious food, 
amazing scenery and superb weather. bw

Far left: Murray and Valerie Toms, 1917 Dodge – Burma Road. Far right: Lunch stop at Ngatarawa Winery. Top left: 1937 Buick owned by John Foot, 
Waikato Branch Teams Event – Bridge to Nowhere. Top right: 1930s Shotgun Wedding – Wellington Branch. Bottom left: Traction Engine v people power. 
Bottom right: Night Steam Glow
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The tone was set at the registration, evening meal and 
noggin and natter on Friday for a great weekend as folk 
gathered to meet old friends and make new ones at the 

rally headquarters at the Ashburton Racecourse.
Saturday was a typical Mid Canterbury morning brisk after a 

touch of frost. Rally routes had been set by Chris Sheppard, giving 
a choice of short, medium or long, with all three finishing in 
Methven at the base of Mt Hutt for lunch.

We travelled the long route out through Tinwald crossing the 
Hinds River, then back to Mayfield on the Scenic Inland Route, 
travelling along at the base of the alps with their first covering 
of snow for the season. At Methven we were able to see the small 
museum of Mrs Joan McKay, which has mainly a selection of 
Hudson and Nash cars, some motorbikes and historic memorabilia.

The return trip back to rally headquarters also offered three 
routes. Being on the long route we travelled back through Barrhill 
village, Rakaia and then on to the seaward side of SH1 arriving 
back in Ashburton at about 3-30pm. 

The weather continued fine on Sunday as we set out on the 
field tests which were planned and set out by Rob and Diane Ross. 
There were four interesting and enjoyable field tests.

 This was also a day for the public to view the 184 entries of 
beautiful cars, commercials and motor bikes.

The judging of concours gets harder every year as the standard of 
the cars becomes better and better. The afternoon was free to view 
the aviation museum, Coniston or Lake Hood, our man-made lake.

The highlight for Ashburton was the presentation of 50 year 
membership badges to Clem McLachlan and Ron Galletly by John 
Coomber on behalf of the VCC Management Committee, and the 
cutting of our 40th anniversary cake.

This was a fabulous weekend run by Rod Begbie and his 
committee. bw

ASHBURTON BRANCH 40TH ANNIVERSARY

SOUTH ISLAND EASTER RALLY  Words Owen and Lorraine Wilson Photos Rod Begbie

RESULTS

National Trophies

PPG Trophy – Overall Winner
Les & Marie Bennett 1929 Plymouth Coupe Ashburton

Townshend Trophy- Concours
Ron and Marilyn Galletly  1935 Chrysler PJ Convertible  Ashburton

Penzoil Trophy – Team Event
Canterbury Branch
Brian & Tui Newbery 1913 Nazzaro  Tipo 3
Bob &Rose Kinnard 1928 Ford A
Colin & Glenys Rae 1976 Triumph Stag
Dave & Felicity Backhouse 1925 Hupmobile Model R

Recipients of Ashburton Branch Certificates
Winners Time Trial Overall
Alan & Christine Allbon 1954 Austin A30 Auckland

Veteran
Wayne & Sharyn Nicoll 1908 Cadillac Southland

Vintage
Les & Marie Bennett 1929 Plymouth Ashburton

Post Vintage 
Roger & Dorothy Jopling 1934 Austin A7 Ashburton

Post War Vintage
Alan & Christine Allbon 1954 Austin A30 Auckland

Post 60 Vehicle
Tony & Cath Best 1968 Triumph Vitesse Canterbury

Commercial Overall
Roger & Janette Reid 1930 Ford A West Coast

Motor Cycle Overall
Ian & Marilyn McKinlay 1920 AJS Combination Canterbury

Rally entrants at the lunch stop with the magnificent Southern Alps as a backdrop.  
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Rob Ross (R) getting lots of advice from South Island Club Captain John 
Chynoweth and Les Bennett.  

The changing face of Vintage motoring; ‘71 Ferrari Dino, John 
Skevington.

Veteran air conditioning; Graham Wiblin 1909 Schacht High Wheeler

Ron and Marilyn Galletly. 1935 Chrysler PJ; Concours winner and 
50-year member recipient.    

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

CAST IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,

Cylinder Heads, Manifolds, 

Cooling Fins, Castings, 

Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE

MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D.

Palmerston North

Phone 06 324-8707
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A moment of quiet reflection: Richard McWhannell’s pretty little Austin 7 is shortly going to be asked to drive rapidly up a hill. Several times.

Waitemata Branch’s annual Chelsea hillclimb is under threat. For a long time 

the jewel in Waitemata’s calendar, its days are numbered by that old enemy of 

petrol-fuelled recreation, property development.

SILVER LININGS
Words & Photos John King
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At least in this case it’s not that even worse enemy, 
complaints of noise by the neighbours. The branch enjoys 
good relations with the owners of the property, the New 

Zealand Sugar Company, and the North Shore City Council, 
both of whom support the idea of a few elderly cars and motor-
cycles pounding up the sugar refinery’s private driveway through 
elegant parkland once a year. It really is the most glorious setting 
for a bit of Vintage motoring fun, in the heart of suburbia yet not 
surrounded by houses.

But that’s the whole problem. All that parkland is very desirable 
real estate, increasingly valuable as Auckland’s outer limits have 
been reached and thoughts turn to developing otherwise unused 
land within. The refinery wants permission to develop part of its 
extensive holdings in return for making some of that parkland 
available to the public – which enjoys open access to it in any 
case. Negotiations continue.

With the venue under threat, the casual vintagent might be 
forgiven for thinking that those who enjoy such competitive 
motoring might flock to Chelsea in droves, just in case it’s the 
last one. But no, Waitemata’s typical low-key approach to almost 
everything resulted in minimal publicity for the 2008 Chelsea in 
early November, and not even ideal weather resulted in more than 
a modest entry of a couple of dozen.

Some of them came from long distances, particularly the Ferner 
team of Wellington-based father Martin and daughter Helen, 
complete with their highly developed Ralph Watson BSA. Alas, 
they had only one run each before the clutch succumbed to the 
excitement, the only reported mechanical contretemps of the day. 
Martin, being careful of the clutch, was so gentle he stalled off 
the line, not doing much for his time, but Helen turned in a much 
better 35.8 seconds at the expense of the mechanism. When last 
seen, each was claiming some sort of moral victory.

Kelvin Hill, always a minimalist when it comes to mode of 
transport (apart from the sheer number of mechanical devices, 
some of them mobile, to be found in his garage), forsook his usual 
three Morgan wheels to compete on the two of his Matchless G3L. 
To good effect, too, staying in the top 10 all day with a best time 
of 37.42 for eighth overall. Three places better at 35.52 was the 
other motorcyclist, John Hartles, whose BSA Gold Flash had a 
distinctive exhaust note with its two-into-one pipe.

Rileys were entirely absent this year, but no fewer than eight of 
our ‘erbert’s little Sevens swarmed to Chelsea, all on trailers as if 
a few kilometres of suburban streets might be too much for them 
– although admittedly Roy King might be forgiven that aspect for 
coming all the way from Taranaki. Sitting up in the slipstream all 
that distance might do strange things to his health.

Fastest of Team Austin at 37.64 for 10th overall was Steve 
Aldersley, but Ian Williams was just behind at 38.46 in a much 
more standard-looking Austin. Standard, that is, until close 
inspection revealed a great deal of work with a drill, although it 
ran complete with mudguards and headlights. Barry Gay’s Nippy 
looked slightly odd with rather smaller front wheels of bright red, 
somewhat negating the otherwise sober colour scheme.

Mixing it among the Sevens was Dick Green in his Super Nine 
– Triumph, that is – at a creditable 40.21, a second in time and a 
couple of places ahead of branch chairman Martin Gairdner in 
his versatile 14/60 of the same make. In between them was the 
largest entry – car that is – in the elegant shape of David Adams’ 
1932 Sunbeam 20 drophead with a best time of 41.04 seconds. 
The husband-and-wife team of Ian and Jacqui Goldingham nobly 
upheld the Sunbeam name in their 14/40, and although Ian’s time 
was faster by a couple of seconds, Jacqui was presented with the 
John Simpson Memorial Trophy for having had the most fun of 
the day.

Not competing but definitely the best looking Vintage car at Chelsea was the Type 35 Bugatti, driven by Terry Roycroft.
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18 Beaded Wheels

There’s no actual prize for fastest time, but two cars had a 
day-long battle for the honours, each being either first or second 
on each of the six runs. In the end Graeme Brayshaw made FTD 
at 30.62 on his last climb in the late Peter Bruin’s Mk 8 Cooper, 
honouring Peter’s memory and also exercising his own Manx 
Norton engine. He edged out Doug St George in the Orchid (“not 
a Lotus”) Special, a quick Ford-engined device not seen in action 
for some time. Just behind him at 31.81, having occupied third 
place all day, was Tony Herbert in his Lotus Elite, the 50-year-old 
design still being one of the prettiest coupés around.

Graeme Banks in the lone Buckler enjoyed himself at 35.29 
seconds, and the single single-seater, the dirt-track Kurtis Ford 
Special driven by Brent Terrill, managed 37.41 on its fifth climb. 

Two MGs lent a sense of proportion, with Lawrence Poolman in 
his C Type at 37.45 on his first run well ahead of Kevin Andrew in 
both time and alphabet at 41.68 in the L Type.

The sun (mostly) shone, nobody fell off the road or suffered 
major mechanical disaster, and while the numbers were down, 
drivers and spectators all enjoyed themselves. The country’s 
prettiest hillclimb venue is under threat though, so drivers might 
be advised to get in while they can.

Still, there’s a ray of hope. The world’s current financial mess, 
precipitated by the usual avarice and lack of good sense, might 
delay the proposed development of the Chelsea sugar works site 
and leave that private road for the enjoyment of Vintage motorists 
for a bit longer.  bw

Lawrence Poolman’s MG C Type sits ready for the hillclimb in a corner of the 
Chelsea sugar refinery car park.

Once upon a time it was a mark of honour to be able to drive your Vintage 
car to and from a speed event. This year only a handful weren’t borne on 
trailers.

Both Kelvin Hill and the Matchless G3L are long-time campaigners at 
Chelsea, but not necessarily together.

She may be concentrating here — and who wouldn’t, with a gear change 
to be made and a line through a tricky bend to be sorted? — but Jacqui 
Goldingham was awarded the John Simpson trophy for the competitor having 
the most fun on the day.

Youngest, and by no means slowest at 44.33 seconds, competitor at Chelsea 
is Keith Cooper in the family Austin 7 special.

The locally built Orchid Special, a Lotus contemporary, has a rare 
outing after years of inactivity. In the hands of Doug St George it proves 
competitive at 31.74 seconds but just misses out on FTD.
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I suspected that the harmonic damper could be the cause of an 
annoying harshness that was part noise and part vibration and 
which seemed to be in everything from the ash tray to the 

tyres in my 38 Packard straight 8. 
Problem is you can’t call a part defective when you have no idea 

how it works or what it does. I served my mechanic apprentice-
ship some years ago at South Auckland Motors (Ford) where this 
engine part was never mentioned on the floor or in any training 
material. If it’s not giving a problem you don’t get told about it. 

Having had no luck in trying to find the information I needed 
within the trade, I then googled it on the internet and hey presto. 
If you are looking for something you never expect to find the 
solution on your own door step!

Harmonic Damper Rebuilds Ltd (07) 863-3350 (John Mallett) is 
in Waihi and he overhauls and services harmonic dampers. After 
talking to John about my ‘38 Packard Straight 8 damper, all my 
questions were answered. 

John explained the damper’s job as follows: “All objects have 
a natural frequency that they resonate or vibrate at when struck. 
An everyday example of this is a tuning fork. The sound that a 
particular fork makes is directly related to the frequency that it is 
vibrating at.

Crankshafts twist back and forth a small amount every time a 
cylinder has a power stroke. This motion is complicated because 
the amplitude of the vibration varies along the shaft. The combus-
tion process bending the conrod is one of the complications. The 
crankshaft will experience torsional vibrations of the greatest 
amplitude at the point furthest from the flywheel or load. These 
forces are absorbed and neutralized by the damper”. 

 If the damper is seized, as it was on my Packard 8, not only 
is driving it a little unpleasant but I was risking bearing and or 
crankshaft failure. Damage to the transmission or final drive is 
also possible.

So how did the Packard go after damper servicing by Harmonic 
Damper Rebuilds? Free revving the engine I could tell straight 
away there was considerably less vibration. However I was not 
prepared for the transformation once on the open road. Where’s 
all that diff noise gone to? As hoped the vehicle is much smoother 
and the engine even quieter.   bw

ENGINE HARMONY
Words by Nigel Coghlan

What’s the most misunderstood and ignored engine part under the hood of your machine? 

THE HARMONIC DAMPER OR BALANCER

CONSIDER THESE POINTS 

✦   The more con rods an engine has, the more 
capacity the damper needs to have.

✦   If a manual transmission is replaced with an auto 
transmission the damper specification could well 
be different.

✦   The length and number of main bearings 
a crankshaft has determines the damper’s 
capacity.

✦   Horizontally opposed 4 cylinder engines 
although small, rely on dampers due to con rod 
layout and distance between main bearings.

C L A S S I C

TYRES
FREE

CATALOG

20 MINUTES FROM

LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

562-595-6721 • Fax 562-595-0381

www.lucasclassictires.com

We ship

anywhere!

BEST

PRICES!

200 Sizes

12 Brands
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John Duncan Campbell must have been 
a proud man the day he took ownership 
of the big Delage straight eight. The 

year was 1933 and the price was an even 
fifty quid, a fairly modest sum one might 
think when one considers the beautiful 
1929 D8C fixed head coupe by the 
renowned body builders Figoni et Falaschi. 
The car was just five years old, and had 
probably cost Capt Malcolm Campbell, of 
land speed record fame, in the vicinity of 
a whopping £5,000 or so! Who said rapid 
depreciation is a new phenomenon?

J D Campbell had recently returned 
to England with his young New Zealand 
born family including a six month old 
Tony Campbell, the present owner of 
the striking white D8 tourer we are very 
fortunate to enjoy at our rallies.

To understand more of the Delage’s log 
book we have to go back many pages in 
time. Tony’s direct relative Captain, later, 
Sir Malcolm Campbell, was UK conces-
sionaire for Delage cars and operated from 
his Brooklands-based garage.

This car was Malcolm’s personal town 
car and as we see from the photos was 
indeed a handsome beast with its padded 
top, roll up windows and large Marchal 
headlights framing that finely propor-
tioned radiator with the traditional blue 
oval badge as a centrepiece. 

Tony’s car is fitted with the factory short 
chassis measuring 3.31 metres. The 4060cc 
straight eight overhead valve engine drives 
through a sliding gate four speed box. The 
quality specification also features servo 
assisted four wheel brakes, with man-sized 
brake drums visible through the centre-
lock wire wheels. Final drive is through a 
massive differential with 3.9:1 ratio.

Electrical equipment is predominantly 
Delco Remy and recently the car was 
reunited with its original Amplor klaxon 
and Marchal lights that had been in Tony’s 
brother’s care all these years.

Not unlike similar quality period makes, 
one gets the feeling that it would be difficult 
to overstress this big car, and certainly Tony 
and Viv have toured the Delage around the 
highways and byways of New Zealand with 
little effort for many trouble-free years.

To return to the history book we next 
learn that the J D Campbell family returned 
to New Zealand in 1938. With them was 
shipped the now nine year old Delage to 
Auckland. It is not too difficult to imagine 
what a standout car the D8 would have 
been then amongst the Fords and Chevs 
that then dominated the New Zealand 
roads. Indeed, Tony recalls the impact was 
dramatic when Tony’s dad turned up at 
the Whenuapai air base carpark where he 
worked as the technical adjutant for the 
whole of WWII. The big coupe cast a long 

shadow over the commander’s Austin 7 
chummy!

As wartime austerity kicked in around 
God’s own country, the Campbell’s family 
car was seen less on the roads around 
Auckland. Now an older lady in slightly 
reduced circumstances, the Delage was put 
into long-term storage. Eventually for the 
very first time the D8 was not in the same 
family ownership, being sold to defray 
storage costs.

There was however a striking memento 
of previous ownership that did stay on 
the mantlepiece of the Campbell home. 
The trademark flying lady radiator cap and 
mascot, by Bazin of Hispano Suiza fame, 
remained a familiar reminder of their old 
family car.

Occasionally in some new owner’s 
hands the Delage would be sighted around 
Auckland. As we talked, Tony produced 
an old photo of the D8 taken outside the 
university in about 1947. Perhaps like many 
such old cars of the day it had fallen into 
student hands, at least it was still being 
driven.

Tony himself began his varsity study as a 
budding Civil Engineering student, supple-
menting his study with holiday firewood 
cutting and transport by pushbike. Though 
the mascot was still on the mantelpiece, 
it had been a few years since the Delage 
had been seen, but like an old friend, not 

Words and photos Alan Sutton

THE CAMPBELLS and their family Delage
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forgotten. Then came that fateful day in 
1953 when a youthful Tony biked past a 
familiar shape in the form of the old Delage 
against the gutter in a leafy Remuera lane.

Despite the old girl being down on her 
luck with a broken spring and the once 
proud body now very rotten, the familiarity 
shone through. It was definitely one and 
the same Delage D8C and Tony had to 
have it back somehow!

“Not for Sale”, was the message the 
hopeful student received from the Remuera 
owner. Undaunted Tony dusted off the old 
radiator mascot and cap and returned to 
the address for another try. Sure enough 
it fitted straight on where it belonged. 
The owner, obviously impressed but still 
not sure, fired off the last familiar salvo 
“you couldn’t afford my price!” That price 
turned out to be exactly £100, which also 
turned out to be exactly the amount Tony 
had been paid for cutting that big heap of 
ti tree in the holidays. “Deal done,” said 
the student to the surprised (and probably 
delighted) vendor.

Exit student savings; enter one tired 
Delage coupe, back in clan Campbell 
ownership.

Studies finished by 1956, Tony, the now 
qualified Civil Engineer, was ready to travel 
and seek his fortune. The old Delage now 
with its body falling off, had been driven 
regularly, raced in the allcomers at Muriwai 

and generally well used. Still mechanically 
complete, the body was junked and the big 
chassis put into storage for what turned 
out to be a long hibernation period in 
Auckland.

Tony’s travels took him to many projects 
and places. Of particular interest was Tony’s 
early overseas stay at Lake Coniston, where 
he was able to see his relative Donald 
Campbell in Bluebird III, the jet-powered 
boat take the world record. His first assign-
ment was the surveyor for the installation 
of aircraft landing approach systems in 
post-war England. A further adventure 
took him overland on a trusty ’41 Harley-
Davidson via Europe and Athens and 
right up the Nile to Nairobi to a new job 
surveying in Tanganyika (now Tanzania).
Here he worked on the water supply system 
for the Serengeti National Park followed 
by a stint designing sewage schemes and 
water reticulation schemes for local coffee 
farmers. On the homeward trip the trusty 
Harley was sold in Mombasa for a pitiful 
100 rupees (about £7/10 at the time).

All Kiwis seem to eventually come 
home, and after the “Aussie” experience 
a much more experienced Tony found 
himself back in New Zealand overseeing 
the first Pakuranga subdivision for Fletcher 
Construction, which was to be the first of 
many challenging assignments including 
Kurutau Hydro scheme, the Matahina 

Hydro dam tunnels, Mangere Bridge and 
many others.

I think there has always been a project 
in Viv and Tony’s life. Their new house 
in Queenstown being no exception.
There has been the boat building phase, 
the family phase etc, but apart from a 
brief excursion with a Morris Minor and 
Citroen, the Delage has always been the 
special motoring one.

Although there have been many devia-
tions along the way.  The Delage was always 
to be “the special project” and to this 
end the big French chassis, still mechan-
ically original and complete with front 
guards and bonnet was finally exhumed 
in 1985, whereupon a full restoration was 
begun, the first stage being a reconstruc-
tion of the period style close coupled two 
door tourer body in the now defunct Gulf 
Motor Bodies workshop in Auckland. The 
Delage made its post-restoration debut for 
the 1996 VCCNZ International Rally in 
Christchurch International, and the rest, 
as they say, is history.

Where you see the well travelled Delage 
you will always find Tony and Viv. They 
are great enthusiasts, and it is not unusual 
to meet them at any VCC event in New 
Zealand. What a fine job they are doing 
preserving and enjoying so much a part of 
their family’s history. bw .

top left: Pat, Tony, Dad and Peter at Milford Beach 1940

above: Outside Auckland University, 1947

left: Apihai Street, 1956
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It has become tradition for Ashburton 
Branch members, David and Marion 
Oakley, to run a tour immediately 

prior to Christmas each year. Last year 
was no exception so on 16 December 2008, 
one Veteran, eight Vintage, one PV, one 
PWV and a back up vehicle left to traverse 
Arthur’s Pass. The zig-zag road from the 
Rakaia Gorge was corrugated enough to 
provide a good shake down. The obliga-
tory morning tea stop just after the turn off 
onto the Lake Lyndon road was a chance 
to make sure that all that should be was 
still intact. The weather took a turn for 
the worse at BeaIey so it was hoods up 
and onward. Brave souls picnicked at the 
Pass and the wimps supped their lattés 
in the shop, as befits the gentry. Otira 
Gorge was negotiated carefully, especially 
by the old Dodge with its two wheel brakes. 
Jacksons Pub were pleased to crank up the 
fire as well as a few whitebait patties before 
we headed to our accommodation at the 
Moana Holiday Park.

The start to next morning’s activi-
ties was delayed due to the ongoing 
rain. Several vehicles had succumbed to 
moisture in their nether regions and when 

dried out, a decision was made to carry on 
and do Thursday’s programme although 
it was just Wednesday. This started well 
with a visit to an historic model home and 
school near Kotuku. As the rain persisted 
another decision was made to head to 
Greymouth, allowing those who wished to 
go to Shantytown. Arrangements were put 
in place to meet at Formerly The Blackball 
Hilton mid-afternoon. The salami shop was 
popular and the ladies discovered a little 
treasure trove of period clothes next door. 

On Thursday the rain was gone so we set 
off to complete Wednesday’s programme. 
First visited Nelson Creek where local man 
Pat Fisher regaled the group with many 
tales from the area’s past. Time to move 
onto Waiuta. Rob and I had spoken many 
times about going back there since our first 
visit as part of the Scenicland Rally a few 
years ago. The DOC workers were a little 
surprised to see a convoy of old cars driven 
by people in funny hats arriving during 
lunch break, but did a good job answering 
the many questions put to them. This time 
we drove right to the top of the hill for a 
look. It was a bit of a rush to get back to 

Greymouth in time to make a scheduled 
tour through Monteiths Brewery. 

The happy hour and barbeque arranged 
by the West Coast Branch was a great 
ending to a good day. The number of their 
members who came along despite it being a 
working night and only a few days prior to 
Christmas was much appreciated. On Friday 
it wasn’t just raining, it was pouring. Most 
of us just went directly to our overnight 
accommodation at Hokitika. Good 
company ensured the afternoon passed 
quickly. Some took the chance to catch up 
on the cricket or reading. Obviously there 
was plenty of car talk as well. Our meal at 
night was enriched by a visit from several 
Santas in various states of repair, but it was 
all good fun. 

The rain persisted so Saturday’s 
programme was cancelled but most 
aquaplaned their way to Ross before doing 
the touristy things that Hokitika is famous 
for. The next day was time to pack up and 
go home and the sun came back. All in all 
not quite the trip David and Marion 
planned but the warmth and hospitality 
shown to us made up for the adverse bits. bw

EXPEDITION 
TO THE WEST COAST
By Diane Ross    Photos David and Marion Oakley

Outside the Fitzherbert Motels, Hokitika. Two XJ6 Jaguar gateposts, David Oakley’s 1927 
Whippet truck in foreground.

American tank at Ross.

Sunny on the way home! Murray 
and Charlotte Nelson in their 1925 

Armstrong-Siddeley crossing the road and 
rail bridge at Hokitika. 
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historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by

Graeme Rice

100 YEARS AGO – 1909

Shades of 2009’s recession. For 1909 the message 
was to buy a car! “To those holding off buying until 
costs come down, consider the proportion of labour 
in the purchase price. For a £300 car the labour 
paid is £130, for a £450 car it’s £162 and for a £650 
car it’s £286. Add cost of freight to the colonies, 
plus larger tyres, bigger wheels, better lamps and 
other equipment generally included in NZ car 
prices, and you’ll agree cars will never be cheaper!”

75 YEARS AGO – 1934

In 27 months Ford produced one million V8 
engined cars. Leapfrogging a six cylinder motor 
and going straight from four cylinders to a V8 
was a major selling point. Probably saved old 
Henry from having to back down on his conten-
tion that he had no time for cars with more 
cylinders than a cow had udders. At least he 
could now claim he meant multiples of cows and 
their udders represented in current Ford cylinder 
configuration; four, the V8 and Lincoln’s V12.

50 YEARS AGO – 1959

After a successful showing at the Christchurch 
Industries Fair, 21 year old Barry Walker was ready 
to consider taking orders for the attractive fiberglass 
two-seater sports car bodywork he’d used to adorn 
the pre-war HRG chassis lurking beneath it. Given 
the opportunity to go into business full time Walker 
claimed he could produce one body every two days.

30 YEARS AGO – 1979

Odd response to a fuel crisis when the AA 
Magazine of June/July 1979 featured articles about 
carless days, petrol rationing and alternative 
fuels, alongside articles on fuel hungry luxury and 
sporting carriages. But they did just that! From the 
198km/h BMW 733i, to the new Series III, 230km/h, 
5.3litre, Jaguar V12, “an evolutionary update, not a 
revolutionary one” said MD Bob Knight. Finally 
the less than impressive 250km/h Bertone bodied 
Ferrari 308 to round out this indulgent trio. Tut tut.
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timelines

MINI DOWN UNDER 
50 Years of the Mini in New Zealand

ISBN 978-0-14-300986-3

By Donn Anderson

Penguin 2009

RRP $45, Approx 198 pages, soft cover

Reviewed by Bill Cockram

My first reaction to this book was disappointment. Even before 
chapter one, the cover and preface pages give the reader no fewer 
than five routine, posed shots of the author beside various cars. 
My feeling was compounded by chapter one which concentrates 
on the Mini’s stunt-car chuckability for filmakers (The Italian Job/
Goodbye Pork Pie). This placement is apparently justified by BMW 
New Zealand’s demonstration of stunt driving at the launch of the 
new Mini in Auckland.

But by chapter two we get beyond the plug  for product, and 
the author’s knowledge of Minis in New Zealand begins to assert. 
Donn Anderson declares this isn’t another history of the Mini, 
but it is a history in the social sense by looking at the part the 
remarkable little Mini played in our lives.

The highly successful marketing campaign engaged in by 
dealers is examined in great detail, and the impact of overseas 
fund importing, and attempts to subvert it, are included.

There are chapters dealing with the extent of Mini variants 
in New Zealand, build numbers, pricing, options and evolving 
specifications. Racing, rallying, economy runs and famous 
names associated with Mini, receive due attention. The author’s 
ownership of nine, and long involvement with the cars as an 
insider to the motor writing scene, are clearly sources of motiva-
tion and content.

Period black and white pictures predominate and the small 
number of colour plates include a proportion of publicity pictures 
sourced to BMW New Zealand.

By implication in its title, Mini Down Under will have a partic-
ular appeal for New Zealand Mini devotees.

book review

bw298.indd   23bw298.indd   23 27/5/09   3:37:50 PM27/5/09   3:37:50 PM



24 Beaded Wheels

I am at present sitting in the “bubble” of a Boeing 747 approxi-
mately 9144 metres above the Bay of Bengal enroute to London 
reflecting fondly on yet another wonderful Vintage driving trip 

in New Zealand.
In 1995 a group of us in Northern Ireland were persuaded by 

Basil McCoy (a long time devotee of NZ) to ship cars over for 
the 1996 50th Anniversary Rally, so ably organised by Clynt and 
Lorraine Inns and their team in Christchurch. Six cars were duly 
loaded into two containers at Belfast docks on 12 December 1995, 
not to be seen again until early February 1996. A most interesting, 
enjoyable trip ensued, tempered only by the realisation that a three 
week tour does not do justice to the country given the length of 
the journey from Northern Ireland. We promised ourselves a 
longer visit sometime when family and business commitments 
eased a bit, but little did we know how our trips would snowball.

Having kept in touch with various people we met in 1996, we 
were delighted to receive the kind offer of a car from Clynt to 
participate in the Royal & Sun Alliance Rally 2000 in Hamilton 
which we duly did in his 1927 Sunbeam, and in fact he also loaned 
his Alvis to another couple travelling with us. This time we stayed 
four weeks! The Hamilton Rally was another great event and we 
met more folk from the South Island who have since become very 
good friends.

In 2001 we returned, well and truly hooked on New Zealand 
despite the slightly tedious journey. We hired a car for the stay and 
covered a lot of ground. This proved to be quite a useful exercise 
in retrospect as we sussed out the motels where we wouldn’t stay 
in future!

Near the end of our trip, one of our friends, Alan Sutton of 
Arrowtown (whom we met on Picton docks prior to the Hamilton 
Rally), suggested during a particularly convivial evening, that 
it would be a good idea if we bought a suitable Vintage car in 
New Zealand to use on our trips. It was decided that a Model A 

phaeton would fill the bill, so arrangements were made that night 
to view one in Cromwell the next day. It was a low mileage 1928 
model and that fateful morning it found a new owner, starting a 
love affair which lasts for about five weeks nearly every year since!

The car was first registered by an Ellen Bleasedale (born 1887) 
in Kaikoura in 1935 and we have never found out the reason for 
the seven year gap other than the assumption that it could have 
been a victim of the 1930s Depression and/or that registering a car 
was not a top priority in rural Kaikoura in those days. 

As we were going home a few days after the purchase, it was to 
be 2002 before we got to know the car properly and various friends 
in the NZVCC have been of invaluable assistance to me sorting 
out the odd little problem prior to our trips. It is not easy servicing 
a car from 12,500 miles away!

A rather curious thing happened outside Kaikoura on our way 
up the coast in 2002. We were booked into a pub called Donegal 
House for the night. The owner, Murray Boyd, had produced a 
very elaborate and substantial book on his family history from 
the pretty awful times in rural Ireland in the 1840s. When I was 
looking through this book, up popped the name of Ellen Bleasedale 
– his maternal great aunt. Great excitement and various relations 
were produced to see Great Aunt Ellen’s car. Next morning the 
second owner turned up with his family (they all lived in the same 
district) and gave me the original registration document and the 
original handbook and catalogue for the car.

This year we managed to meander our way through nearly 
1,800 miles on the South Island and bumped into various members 
in all sorts of places and have next year’s route roughly sorted in 
our minds.

We joined the Vintage Car Club some time ago and enjoy our 
Beaded Wheels which keeps us in touch with what is happening in 
our “second homeland”. bw

IT’S A
SMALL WORLD
Words and photos Alan and Gail Clarke
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FOR NO-PRESSURE COOLING SYSTEMSFOR NO-PRESSURE COOLING SYSTEMS

Liquid Intelligence 115
Synthetic waterless coolant

�

Gives Boil-Over Protection to 190°C/375°F
85°C Higher Than Traditional Water/Glycol Based Coolants

• Antifreeze 96% blended with 50% water boils at 104°C in no-pressure cooling
system. 

• Under normal conditions a vintage engine generally runs at around 90°C (but
not up hills on a hot day or stop-start in traffic!)

• By adding Liquid Intelligence 115 to your cooling system you increase the
boiling point to 190°C. The enhanced density and thermal stability of 115 can
maintain a continuous process of heat quenching within the cooling system;
preventing overheating & boil-over even under the most adverse running
conditions.

• Veteran, Vintage and Classic car owners of overheating vehicles can now look
forward to driving without worry.

Technical Support 
toll free 0800 46 33 46

Liquidintelligence 115 (NZ) 38 Egmont Street Kaponga 4642 Taranaki NZ

w w w. l i q u i d i n t e l l i g e n c e 1 1 5 . c o m . a u

Auction Conducted by:
WILLIAM TODD & CO LTD
General & Commercial Auctioneers

18 Don Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 218 7261  Fax 03 218 7262 
M.A.A.N.Z

On account of H.W Richardson Group

Saturday 18 July 2009
On site Southern Transport Yard

92 Otepuni Avenue Street, Invercargill

SPECIAL AUCTION
SURPLUS VINTAGE TRUCKS

ALSO MODERN TRANSPORT PLANT & EQPT
PRELIMINARY 

NOTICE

Austins: 1940 J4, ’72 Mastiff 
(Chassis & Running Gear Only) 
Bedfords: ’39, ’48 O Series, ’50 
MLC, ’58 DG Series, ’73 TK (16” 
Wheels) 
Chevrolets: 1936, ’48 Loadstar
Commers: 1949, 1951, 2 x 1960 
(Cab Over)
Federal: 1954 Styleliner, 

Fords: 1948 FG 08, 1957 Thames 
Cost Cutter, Fordsons 1949 
Sussex 6x4 
Internationals: 1927, 1938 D30, 
’38 D Series 
Leylands: 1935 Chassis & 
Mechanicals 
Macks: 1976 R Series 
Mercedes: 1959 L312, 1960 4x4, 
Reo 1936 Bus Chassis
Republic: 1927 Sgle Wheels

Also to be advertised in later National Publications an extensive 
range of modern Transport Equipment. Registrations of interest for 
Final Catalogue are invited by the Vendors Agents. 

All enquiries of vintage trucks only to Ian Ridd on 027 4361 654.
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The Trojan has been described as the ultimate in unbur-
stable and unbreakable motoring. Unusual and unlovely 
might also be applied from a range of ‘un’ prefixes. Its 

designer was clearly not a man to be undone by sidestepping the 
unconventional.

Leslie Hounsfield never deviated from his basic aim 
of providing a cheap vehicle for the working classes that was 
wholly reliable while at the same time easy to care for and 
service. His first prototype appeared in 1910 leading to a handful 
of other cars that were exhaustively tested through the next 
decade. Not until 1922 when Leyland Motors signed to build 
Trojan under licence did the Trojan begin to appear in any 
numbers. The standard style was a tourer, sold as the Utility, 
and soon a variety of commercial bodyworks for light delivery 
vehicles became important elements of the company catalogue.

Though very upright in stance and boxy of shape, the Trojans 
of the 1920s were not too removed in appearance from many 
contemporary makes. Beneath the skin it was a different matter. 
It wasn’t that any one element was radical, rather the combina-
tion of unusual features gave eccentricity to the whole package.

Hounsfield chose two-stroke for motive power. A four-cylinder 
square four, water cooled unit mounted horizontally beneath the 
passenger seat floor. The crankshaft was orientated east-west, 
placing the two speed and reverse epicyclic gearbox beneath the 
driver’s seat. All this sits not in a conventional chassis as we 
know it, but in what the knowledgeable describe as a pressed-
steel punt. (The similarity to a flat-bottom boat is quite apt 
when one studies the exploded diagram of the Trojan structure.) 
The output shaft pokes through the side of the punt, and a two 

to one reduction box leads to the final drive via chains and 
sprockets. The rear axle is solid. As solid rubber tyres were also 
standard fitment, the absence of a differential was probably most 
regretted by owners who thought paying an extra five pounds 
for the pneumatic tyre option was worth the extra comfort.

Cantilever springs were used fore and aft, and the footbrake 
operated a pair of expanding shoes inside a drum on the nearside only 
of the solid axle. The off-side end of the axle was already carrying 
the chain drive. The handbrake lever caused a band to contract on 
a wheel connected to the first motion shaft of the reduction box.

The upper sides of the ‘punt’ carried the body sections and 
wings, and the space ahead of the windscreen that looked like a 
conventional bonnet, hid a seven gallon fuel tank, a large capacity 
radiator and sundry luggage. The large supply of coolant reflects 
the thermo-syphon system and the absence of a fan. In return 
for £157/10s in 1924, the proud owner could just better 40mph, 
and at a pinch achieve 40mpg. For the considerable extra sum 
of £32/10s a removable hard top could be obtained to make your 
tourer habitable and less chilling through an English winter.

Trojan’s simple, rugged and economic design appealed to 
tradesmen, and the company was quick to cater to individual 
needs and fleet operators. Brooke Bond, the tea supplier, commis-
sioned its own style of special roofline. There was a milk float 
option and a bakers’ van with an insulated body. Publicity vehicles 
were a specialty. Duckhams Oil ordered a Trojan shaped like 
one of its oil cans, complete with spout. Trumping this idea, and 
weirdest of all, was another tea company, Absalom. Their Trojan 
was shaped to look like a silver teapot; handle to the front ahead of 
the driver, and spout pouring in the direction of following traffic.

Trojan Horsepower
Words compiled by Bill Cockram from notes supplied by Peter Redman

Peter Redman of Petersfield in Hampshire, UK,  was visiting family in Canterbury last Christmas when he was shown 

several copies of Beaded Wheels. He was impressed enough to write to us on his return to the UK. 
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Peter Redman’s own Trojan is a less flamboyant 1924 Utility, but 
it can be regarded as the originality standard by which to judge all 
others. He bought the car in 1956 from the son of the first owner. 
It had been used from new for only three years; the remaining 29 
being stored in a barn untouched, except for roosting chickens. 
Tillie, as the Trojan is femininely known, had a mere 16,000 miles 
under her youthful punt before storage. She was returned to road 
usability within a year of being freed from the barn, and since then 
has variously been used as daily transport, rally and club event car, 
and even found time for a couple of minor roles in television.

Peter writes that he knows of at least two Trojans in New Zealand, 
and in addition one of the owners is in the process of building a 
replica of a six-wheeled Trojan made as a prototype by the company 
and demonstrated to the British War Office in the late 1920s.

 bw

Peter is also the author of Goodwood Remembered, 1948-1960, 
a memoir of the famous Sussex racing circuit. 
He is at present working on a follow up volume and would be keen 
to hear from any readers who have personal memories or photos of 
Goodwood from 1948 onwards.
His address is ‘Madgwick,’ 165 Borough Road, 
Petersfield, Hampshire GU32 3LP UK.
or visit : http://www.goodwoodremembered.com/blog/

Tilly as found in 1956

Further information from the internet.  
http://www.trojanownersclub.co.uk/page18.html
The site gives a good explanation of the very odd motor used in 
the Trojan.
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BEHIND THE WHEEL

I ‘hanged around’ while they changed the plugs and the oil and 
two wheels, took several phone calls and made a date for race 
day.

They closed the road, they closed the course, they closed the pit 
lane and covered the passenger seat.

Forty nine years later, thanks to Richard Bosselman’s organisa-
tion and John Bellamore of Southwards Car Museum, I got my 
ride. John did the driving.

Two Minds
I had mixed feelings when the call finally came. Obviously a 

tremendous thrill, a tremendous privilege, and what memories 
as the immaculate restoration rolled off the trailer at Manfeild. 
The down side was that these Ferrari Monzas had a pretty sinister 
reputation. An immaculate rebuild of a nasty piece of work?

I did hear that the owners themselves were in two minds. After 
all, just the remains are worth a lot of money. Why not just put 
that on display? Why spend a fortune on a full restoration and 
maybe risk damage to the finished product? Well, it’s a very slight 
risk, but that’s not the point. Weta Workshop could do you a 
whole grid of ‘Ferraris’ but this one goes. It moves, it makes noises 
like a Ferrari, it smells like a Ferrari. It engages people with history 
in a way dead cars in a collection can never do. Nice one!

Background
Of the eleven Ferraris that came to New Zealand to front our 

fields in the fifties, this is the only one still here. Ken Wharton, 
celebrated British all-rounder, brought this car – C 0514 M – for 
sports car races, and for sale. Leading the 100 miler at the 1957 
Ardmore Grand Prix meeting, Wharton rolled it and was killed. 
Ken Harris bought the wreck and rebuilt it with the help of Bob 
Farrell. Ralph Watson helped with the engine, while John Morrall 

made a better than original replica of the Scaglietti body – both 
having worked on the Roycroft V12 car. Harris had two good 
seasons, mainly in sports car races, before selling the Monza to Bill 
Thomasen.

The motor finally let go around 1960-61 and the car passed 
to dealer Johnny Riley who fitted a 4600cc Corvette engine. 
Overtaken by more nippy creations from Lola and Lotus, the 
Monza-Corvette was one of several aged V8 contenders, passing 
through several owners, and running at such un-Ferrari-like venues 
as Muriwai Beach and Western Springs Speedway. Kenny Smith, 
our ever-green racing legend, was at Manfeild with incredible 
memories of youthful escapades in the old car.

One wet winter Sunday afternoon I spotted the old wreck on a 
used car lot in Otautau, Southland, of all places. Soon after it was 
rescued by Len Southward and has been displayed at Paraparaumu 
ever since.

Sinister?
Any enthusiast will tell you about Wharton’s death, and the 

great Alberto Ascari who took a Monza on his last drive. I have to 
give the Monza a ‘not proven’ verdict on those accidents. Monzas 
were certainly involved in incidents that ended other  front line 
careers. Of course, this was a not safe time to be a Ferrari works 
driver. Ten top flight drivers who were members of that team 
died at the wheel. Not only Ascari and Wharton, but also Musso, 
Castellotti, Portago, Collins, Hawthorn, Behra, Rosier and von 
Tripps. Not all in races, or even in Ferraris, but most of them.

Imagine that today.
Oddly, the Monza was based on the most successful and perhaps 

the sweetest Ferrari of the period – the 2 litre four cylinder tipo 
500. Just why the Monza turned nasty, nobody seems to know.

FERRARI  750S MONZA
Words Scott Thomson with John Bellamore

‘Commentator? Hang around and I’ll give you a ride.’
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In deference to its two world titles, Ferrari named a sports 2 
litre version ‘Mondial’ (World). In June 1954, Supercortemaggiore, 
Italy’s big petrol company, put up very big prizes for a 1,000 km 
race for 3 litre sports cars at Monza. Ferrari enlarged the four 
cylinder engine, ‘750’ being Ferrari type shorthand based on the 
capacity of one cylinder. The name ‘Monza’ stuck. Mike Hawthorn 
led a Ferrari 1-2-3-4. He thought it was a great car, a view also held 
by Kenny Smith. They would be a minority.

Paul Frère, Belgian driver/journalist/ engineer and a Ferrari fan, 
broke a leg in one.

“I came into a bend a fraction too fast. Alas, as so many 
drivers have discovered to their cost, with Ascari at their 
head, the ‘Monza’ Ferrari does not forgive a mistake, and 
leaves no loophole. I was inexorably drawn, at the end of 
the corner towards the outside edge of the road.”

Ferrari still had a well worn Monza on strength as a practice 
car for the 1960 Targa Florio. Frère, their Le Mans winner, saw no 
reason to revise his opinion:

“A monster… Three prangs in four laps with the practice 
car, admittedly a detestable lorry with foul roadholding 
and you never knew if it was going to break away at the 
front or the rear. I have never liked these Monzas. I do 
wonder how anyone was able to race and win with such a 
car. It is by driving one again after an interval of five years 
that one realises the strides that have been made.”

How about after 49 years?

Static Impressions
Sitting on meaty 650x16 tyres (550x16 front) and chromed 

wire wheels it’s beautiful. They say Ferrari’s son styled the body. 
The works raced them, but essentially it was a private owner car, 
a move away from the complex and expensive-to-run V12s. Ferrari 
built 31 or 32 Monzas just qualifying as a production sports car. 

There’s just one door and passengers enter by walking over 
the driver’s seat. Normally, the passenger seat is under an easy-fit 
cover. Wind protection is limited to the driver’s perspex so I 
wore my helmet and visor. The driver also gets a head rest which 
doubles as some sort of roll bar. At least it is the one point you can 
push on – the whole body is thin soft aluminium.

The crew sit deep in the car. A sneaky sit ‘behind the wheel’ 
puts you at slightly bent arm’s length from the wood-rimmed wheel 
– to my taste a little too thin in the rim for hand comfort in a long 
race. Remember that in the Mille Miglia you aimed to be in this 
car for eleven or more hours.

The original gauges, from right are water temp, fuel pressure, a 
big rev counter, oil pressure and oil temp: aqua, benzina, olio. The 
rev counter looks rather cheap. The hand brake is hidden under 
the scuttle to the right. The pedals are widely spaced, with the 
accelerator in the conventional position – on the right.

The passenger gets plenty of foot room. There is a lot of lateral 
room in the car, and  a friendly tube running from my left shoulder 
to somewhere near my feet if I need to hold on.

Track Impressions
John Bellamore’s left hand flicks the fuel pump key – ticker, 

ticker, ticker – reaches way under the scuttle, and the engine 
fires instantly with a woof from the carbs, and a crackle from the 
exhaust. It settles into a heavy concussive beat with the tinkling 
accompaniment of all those little bits of metal dancing up and 
down in the twin cam engine.

John drops his left hand to the chrome gear lever – R-1/2-3/4-5 
is the pattern. Reverse is covered with a safety catch. The car has 
done a lap or two and fluid temperatures have settled around 70 
degrees. A little fiddling of my own, confirmed the gear shift is 
short, but heavy. It’s a crash box. John calls it horrible and warns 
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Ken Harris in Monza Ferrari, Dunedin 1958

Ken Wharton is remembered in 
New Zealand for two reasons: 
the incredible BRM V16 with which 
he introduced Kiwis to modern 
motor racing and his fatal accident 
at Ardmore three years later.
Wharton began his motor sport 
modestly, gaining places in short 
races at Donington with an Austin 
as early as 1936 and winning the 
British trials championship in his 
Ford 10 special in both 1948 and 
1949.
From trials, his career diverged into 
both road rallies and sprints. He 
was highly successful with Fords – 
Anglia, Pilot, Consul and Zephyr 

– and would have been European 
champion if that rally title had 
existed in 1949. 
From 1951 he won the British hill 
climb championship four times 
using Cooper and ERA cars. The 
latter attracted the attention of 
Veteran hillclimb wizard Raymond 
Mays who took Wharton into the 
troubled BRM team, in spite of his 
limited circuit experience. 
At the same time he became 
the works driver for Frazer-Nash, 
running two very special cars, the 
rare Le Mans MkII sports car, and a 
single seater in which he was fourth 
in the Swiss GP, his best world 

championship placing.
Wharton continued to campaign 
Bristol engines, notably in a Cooper, 
and in 1954 did most of the BRM 
development driving in the Owen 
Maserati 250F, coincidentally 
displayed in the Southward Car 
Museum beside the Ferrari. 
In parallel, Ken became a popular 
contender in British saloon 
races with Zephyr and Austin 
Westminster, challenging the more 
favoured Jaguars. Jaguar later 
included him in their sports car 
team. Perhaps his most notable 
international success was winning 
the Rheims 12 hour race, sharing a 

D type with Peter Whitehead, Ken’s 
rival on his Australasian ventures.
Drives with both Vanwall and 
Ferrari factory teams followed, 
but Ken Wharton continued to 
support all branches of the sport as 
far as commitments allowed.
A few weeks before his death he 
finished third with his Monza Ferrari 
behind two factory Maseratis in the 
Australian Tourist Trophy race 
coinciding with the Melbourne 
Olympics. He was scheduled to 
start the New Zealand Grand Prix 
from pole position but he crashed 
the Ferrari in the supporting sports 
car race. bw

KEN WHARTON

that he may graunch the odd change. He doesn’t. Apparently it 
gets better as it heats.

The multi-plate clutch is heavy. Three thousand revs, and drop 
it. Short black marks on the road and it’s away. That’s one of my 
outstanding impressions of the day’s gentle demonstrations, both 
in car and watching. No messing about – the Monza just vanishes! 
Wham. Anything under three thousand and it’s likely to stall.

Off down the pit lane I’m getting a rough ride. On the circuit 
it smoothes out, either the surface is better or we are going faster. 
Pushing the Ferrari round the paddock, I discovered the steering 
is pretty high geared, perhaps lacking a little in lock. John says it’s 
light to drive, and obviously responsive and communicative.

Brakes were never very good on these cars – I remember how 
dull and heavy I found another Ferrari’s anchors from cold at city 
speeds. It wasn’t till 1958 that they began looking at discs. John 
takes the corners smoothly and steadily. He says you can feel the 
back wanting to step out a bit. The car tends to fluff on a trailing 
throttle, so it’s steady through the bends, then a very satisfying 
nudge as the corner opens, gently straightening the wheel.   

How Fast?
Book figure is 256 bhp at 6,000 rpm – with red sector starting 

maybe around 6,500. One Monza was timed at 153.7 mph on 
the long Le Mans straight.  More typical would be the 132 mph 
credited to Hawthorn in the Monza’s finest hour – the Dundrod 
TT.  Works Lancias were 8-12 mph faster, but the Ferrari handled 
the bumpy road circuit better. A matter of gearing, this ties 
in with 225 kmh (just on 140 mph?) credited to Thomasen at 
Tokoroa in 1960.

That was then.
The car now has a softer engine, authentic, and suitable for 

demonstrations. In respect to age, John keeps down to 3,500 
rpm, which we saw in fourth gear down the back straight. Maybe 
80 mph? The impression is of strong mid/upper range torque. 
I imagine a driver working away in one gear through a twisty 
section.

Even in the wide open spaces of Manfeild you glimpse what 
it was like to drive these cars between hedges and ditches and 
houses and trees, wet or fine, day and night, for hours on end.

And not only in races. On the way home, I suddenly remem-
bered a honk and a wave from Ross Jensen, doing Invercargill to 
Christchurch in just such a Ferrari, almost airborne over the 
Kilmog bumps on SH1. In 1957, that was motoring.  bw

Quotations from: Paul Frère, Starting Grid to Chequered Flag 
Batsford, 1962
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VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS,
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482

UNDER THE NEW
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS
WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST

CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES
Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

Flathead & Customline
Specialist

SHOWROOM
Old Mill Building, 2 Hyde Street,

Kati Kati 3063
Phone: 07 549 4211

Fax 07 549 2000
Specialising in new and rebuilt early 

Ford V8 Parts & Accessories.
Hours 9-5 Weekdays 

 Featuring New Zealand made machines from 
1960s, historic race bikes, designers, owner 
and riders, past and present NZ and world 

champions. Illustrated with full colour photos 
and technical data make this a valuable 

addition to the enthusiasts library. 
This is Maureen Bull’s third and final book in 

the popular heritage series. 
$60 gst inclusive plus freight from 

PO Box 502, Masterton or 
phone 06 378 2044.

NOW AVAILABLE

bw298.indd   31bw298.indd   31 27/5/09   3:37:59 PM27/5/09   3:37:59 PM



32 Beaded Wheels

In Beaded Wheels 297 there was a report 
that Bob Taylor’s trailer carrying his 
1906 Reo was involved in an accident. 

The main damage was to the rear wheels 
that Bob had been intending to replace 
anyway and now has ordered the replace-
ments from wheel expert Vern Jensen. He 
decided to carry out a full refurbishment at 
the same time. Some years ago Bob did a 
trip to the South Island with other Veteran 
enthusiasts from the Waikato area. Bill 
Miller, then from Ashburton, had origi-
nally restored the Reo. While visiting our 
farm the neighbour’s wife recalled the car 
belonging to her father when she was a 
little girl and was able to get some early 
photos and history for Bob.

Riley Sold Overseas
James Welch from the Auckland Branch 

has sold his V twin 9hp 1905 Riley to a 
Riley collector in southern France. This 
car is the only known example of its type 
in the world. James had intended to offer 
it at the high profile Classic and Vintage 
auction held in New Zealand recently but 
agreement on a reserve couldn’t be reached 
so it was offered on a European Internet 
auction specialising in specialist vehicles. 
2,700 hits were registered in the first hour 
and the final price in excess of $100,000 
was more than three times the reserve he 
would have had to accept in New Zealand.

National Veteran Rally Appearances
Great to see the Southland Branch 

1907 Darracq Service Car on the National 
Veteran Rally sporting a new set of gears 
and wheel spokes. Some years ago it was 
found in a derelict state behind Crosbie’s 
Hotel in Lumsden having previously been 
the mail delivery car on the Lumsden, 
Manapouri, Te Anau run. It holds a dubious 
place in history being documented as the 
vehicle recording the first road fatality in 
Southland, marks were still visible on the 
chassis when restored. Since restoration 
the longest trip achieved was to drive to 
Carterton for the first McLean Veteran 
Rally in 1998. It motors along nicely at 
60/70kph. Like the Auckland Branch 
Charabanc there is always a willing band 
of members to act as crew.

The National Veteran Concours trophy 
was won by the 1913 Nazzaro (one of three 
left in the world today) owned by Brian 

Newbery of Christchurch. Each Nazarro 
was hand built with every nut and bolt 
numbered and tested by Felice Nazarro 
himself. This particular car was found some 
years ago by John Anstey near Waimate 
with components scattered over two neigh-
bouring farms. 

John Martin had the 1913 Royal Enfield 
on its maiden voyage. A couple of days 
before the rally a local member was moved 
to investigate some loud popping followed 
by a spectacular bang and found John, the 
bike and a pool of oil. Some adjustments 
enabled the bike to compete on the rally 
albeit with more oil splashing around than 
desirable.

The Georges from Oamaru made the 
start line with the 1915 Overland recently 
imported to New Zealand. Having only 
completed the compliance requirements 
with two days to spare they arrived on 
a wing and a prayer and two big smiles. 
Things didn’t go quite according to plan 
but the back up team were anything but 
bored as rally day progressed. Can anyone 
beat eight times on a towrope in one day?

However the hard luck prize went to 
Doug and Judy Willis of Arrowtown who 
blew the big end of the 1906 Reo.

The Veteran Chevrolet parts that 
had been collected by the late Maurice 
and Kath Dodds from Nelson have been 
acquired by an enthusiast from North 
Canterbury who will make good use of 
them.

Help Required
I have had an enquiry from a young 

member (20s) who is rebuilding a 1912 
Ford T and would like to restore a pre 1910 
Veteran, if anyone can help him find a 
project or has any spare bits for his Ford T, 
I can put you in touch.

A Wolseley to Finish

Now a nice story to finish with. Kit and 
Rena Maxwell were entrants on the 2007 
Parliamentary Tour in their 1909 Wolseley-
Siddeley 14hp that was originally a 
Blenheim vehicle. Also on the tour was 
Colin King MP who noted the Marlborough 
origins of the Wolseley and sent a photo to 
be reproduced in the Amberley-based 
Hurunui News. The Parker family historian 
noticed the picture and wondered if it was 
the same car that had been purchased new 
by Edward Stone Parker, previously mayor 
of Blenheim on two occasions, and drew it 
to the attention of the family. Much later a 
granddaughter (Hilary) saw the same 
vehicle displayed in Palmerston North 
while on a Manawatu Veteran Rally. On 
further investigation she saw a photo of her 
grandfather driving it in 1910. The 
Maxwells were taking the car back to 
Marlborough to the recent Model T Ford 
celebrations. While it was in Wellington 
Hilary took her elderly father to see it. He 
was only four when it was replaced by a 
1925 Studebaker and he didn’t remember 
much about it. A chance remark on that 
day alerted Hilary to the fact that the car 
was possibly to be sold. Into the story came 
Murray Parker from Martinborough who 
sought first option to buy and the deal was 
completed on the lawn of the old Parker 
Homestead in Blenheim with several family 

members present.  bw

BRASS NOTES 
Words Diane Ross   randross@kinect.co.nz

John Martin’s 1913 Royal Enfield was seen at the National Veteran Rally. 

1909 Wolseley-Siddeley 
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Thanks to Keith Atkinson for the following 
commentary on his Singer.

This project was first uncovered on 
Boxing Day 2005 at the centenary of 
the first New Zealand Motor Race at 
Addington. Whilst talking to that invet-
erate collector, Irvine Black. I mentioned 
that as I am a confirmed Singer nut I’d love 
to find a Veteran Singer, and he dropped 
the bombshell that he had one! 

The story went that he had found the 
bare bones of a 1913 Singer 10hp in the 
Wairarapa (somewhere around Pahiatua) 
around 1961, dismantled and missing its 
body, chassis and radiator. 

I said “bare bones” as it was clear that 
there was very little there – a partially 
dismantled engine, a completely disman-
tled gearbox/rear axle missing most of 
its gears, front axle and a steering box. 
A collection of gears was found in the 
paddock but there was no indication of 
completeness. Despite the obvious short-
comings I was determined that this was to 
be the beginnings of a project, not simply 
a collection of spare parts. They were duly 
collected from the remote hilltop farm 
in June 2006 (on the day of the massive 
snowfall in Canterbury) and brought back 
for further investigation.

First to be dismantled for cleaning 
was the gearbox. The entire internals 
were covered with a thick syrupy tar-like 
substance, which was horrendous to clean, 
but it seems to have helped preserve the 
gears. The motley selection of gears were 
assembled and amazingly there were none 
missing. One brake drum was there but 
one other was missing. It was a promising 
start. 

The engine was dismantled and it 
became clear that it had not run in its 
present state as there were only three 
pistons fitted, there were no tappets and 
very few nuts holding everything together. 

There were no manifolds, carb or magneto 
and numerous smaller items were missing, 
including the starter dog and handle.

Prior to Irvine moving the parts to the 
farm, they had been stored in a garage on 
another bit of land he owned. There was 
another building housing car parts on the 
land but I was assured there was nothing 
from the Singer. After a while we visited 
and were told that no one had been into 
this shed in 20 years! Although he had 
said there were no parts from the Singer 
in there, the first thing I picked up was 
the rear axle reaction rods. This was a 
great find as it proved to all of us that 
there were parts in there so we spent the 
next few hours sorting through an assort-
ment of parts and searching for more. The 
gearshift and handbrake followed next and 
the remains of the original body.

The bodywork recovered was a scuttle, 
a pair of front wings and the driver’s-side 
panel. There was also an assortment of 
woodwork remains and crucially most of 
the aluminium beading that edged the 
panels. Whilst it was a long way from 
restorable, it was a great start giving me 
something to copy. It is a 1914 model car 
but made in 1913 (the engine is dated 15 
October 1913) and has a number of differ-
ences from both the 1913 models and the 
“normal” 1914 cars.  

As the photos show I’ve certainly 
made progress with the restoration. The 
aluminium beading has been excellent for 
proving the shape where the woodwork or 
panelwork has not survived. Many more 
of the correct parts have been located 
including the Claudel Hobson carb, 
dashboard and the (minimal) instruments 
and a suitable replacement chassis of the 
same year has been united with the rest 
of the car. The timber frame has been 
re-made in oak as per the original and I 
have resisted the temptation of panelling 

in lightweight aluminium in order to stick 
with the original steel. 

Just before Christmas I received a 
message from John Chynoweth to say that 
an early Singer engine had turned up in 
Waimate. Keith Blackman of the branch 
kindly agreed to open the parts shed for me 
(on a closed day) and it turned out to be a 
10hp in a pretty rough state, with a broken 
cylinder block and totally seized. It had 
been found on a farm and clearly something 
had been living inside it from the amount 
of food debris in there! Crucially though 
it had the missing tappets, starter dog 
and clutch. The date on the crankcase 
shows it was made just nine days later than 
my original.  It shows that the system is 
working when the parts find their way to 
the right homes for the projects, so a big 
thanks to the team.

A few more bits are still needed – I still 
have no wheels, springs or canister shock 
absorbers. Of course if anyone has any 
parts to help or maybe knows of the early 
history of this or any other early Singers 
then I’d love to hear from them. 

Three other 10 horsepower Singers are 
known to survive in the country, (two 
complete and one undergoing restora-
tion). Hopefully it won’t be too long before 
another early Singer sees the road. My 
deadline is 15 October 2013 when the car 
reaches its centenary. 

The Singer 10hp was one of Singer’s 
most important models and directly or 
indirectly led to the foundation of a number 
of motoring companies, including Aston 
Martin, MG and the Rootes Group. 
Distinctively, although not uniquely, it had 
its gearbox in the rear axle and it was 
dubbed the Rolls-Royce of Cyclecars by 
The Motor-Cycle magazine. bw

BRASS NOTES FEATURE
Words Diane Ross 10HP

1913 SINGER PROJECT 
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RALLY UPDATE 9

VCC Rally 2012
At last the VCC Rally 

2012 was finally launched at a 
ceremony hosted by His Worship 
the Mayor of Wanganui, Mr 
Michael Laws, at the Wanganui 
District Council Chambers on 
Tuesday 28 April 2009.

Our major sponsor Vero 
Consumer Insurance Specialists 

were represented by Toni Ferrier (Manager), Kate Berry (Marketing 
Manager) and Rebecca Dickenson (Manager of the Wanganui 
District Office). Also present were representatives from the 
Wanganui District Council, local business representatives and 
members of the Vintage Car Club of NZ, including the National 
President Greg Terrill.

A short presentation was made by His Worship the Mayor where 
he confirmed that the Wanganui District Council were committing 
$100,000 in cash, making them the second major sponsor to support 
this event in and around the Wanganui District in 2012. This was 
followed by our National President Greg Terrill where he expounded 
the size and importance of the Rally, and then presented three art 
works on the rally to the Manager of Vero Consumer Insurance 

Specialists Toni Ferrrier, to 
His Worship the Mayor of 
Wanganui, Mr Michael Laws 
and to John Coomber for the 
Vintage Car Club Archive 
in Christchurch. The Rally 
Director Bruce Hutton then 
presented the organising team 
and explained their respective 
roles in the Rally organisation.

The evening finished with 
light refreshment and during 
that period photographs for the 
various media organisations 
were taken.

The function was held in the 
Council chambers where a 1930 
Austin and 1928 Indian Motorcycle had been shifted up the stairs 
onto the first floor and into the actual council chambers. With this 
room being round, considerable speculation was given as to whether 
the Indian motor cycle could obtain enough height to miss the 
entrance doors in performing a Wall of Death routine.

From inquiries made at a number of the local motels considerable 
interest has been shown by international competitors and this, with 
the official launch, has really made an air of great interest in the 
Wanganui area.

VCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540    info@rally2012.co.nz

̋NŌ MURI PŪKENGA KŌ MUA PŪAWAI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

At the entrance to the Wanganui District Council Buildings was a display 
of club vehicles. Left to right: Past president Frank Renwick, Seona Ashton 
(wife Rally Director), Keith Smith (Wanganui District Council), National 
Secretary John Coomber, North Island Club Captain John Foot, Geoff and 
Dianne Quarrie, Ed Boyd (Publicity) and Ian Chamberlain (Club Liason).

Hon Michael Laws, daughter Zoe with 
National President Greg Terrill in 
Austin 7 in the Council Chambers.

Seona Ashton, Clive and Wendy Withham and John Foot at the launch.
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Each February VCC motor racing 
enthusiasts get the opportunity 
to race their cars at the Southern 

Festival of Speed which is held over three 
consecutive weekends at Christchurch, 
Timaru and Invercargill. The Banks 
Peninsula Branch is responsible for 
the Christchurch and Timaru events 
and the Southland Branch officiates at 
Invercargill.

The first meeting this year was the 
Skope Classic held over Waitangi weekend 
at Ruapuna Park, Christchurch. This 
event attracted a record entry of 41 cars 
for the VCC Racing and Sportscar field. It 
was great to see many famous historic New 
Zealand specials out having some exercise, 
some of which was gentle and some more 
vigorous, out front and winning! 

Some of the specials competing, which 
made their name in the historic days of NZ 
motor sport included: Lycoming, Stanton, 
Edelbrock, ACE, Stuart, Citroen Spider 
and Ransley Riley. 

Other interesting cars included a 
Formula Junior Lotus 18, a Cooper T56 
and a Cooper Climax T41. There were 
several NZ built Mistral sports cars with 
various power plants and a large entry of 
MGs including a UK built Killeen sports 
car which uses MG mechanicals. There 
were also examples of Austin-Healey, 
Jaguar and Austin 7 specials. 

The racing settled into a pattern of 
those out front really going for it, and 
several individual groups having their 
own battles within the race. The series 
continued on the following weekends at 
Levels near Timaru and then at a very wet 
Teretonga Park in Invercargill, with some 
enthusiasts competing in all three events. 

The racing was much enjoyed by all 
concerned, entrants, officials and specta-
tors alike, and we all look forward to doing 
it again next year. bw

VCC MOTOR RACING

Southern Festival of Speed 
Words and photos George Calder

Peter Croft’s Killeen K1

Left: Cooper Climax T41 from the Mauger stable. Centre: Stanton Special supercharger drive. Right: Engine bay of Ralph Smith’s Lycoming Special

Mid-field racing group including Austin Healey, Mistral, 260M Zephyr and Cooper Climax.

Rob Boult’s Edelbrock Special

    APRIL 2009
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Kaeo is a tiny settlement on SH10 north of Kerikeri, just 
short of the Whangaroa harbour which once supported a 
thriving ship building business and may well have featured 

as a deep water birth for the Allies had the last war escalated. 
The area was a favourite for early European settlement and 
boasts having the first “engineered” road in the country courtesy 
of the British navy in its quest for timber, especially the long 
straight kauri for spars. Predominantly a farming and fishing 
town today with a strong tourism presence, Kaeo has had a lot of 
recent publicity because of the extreme winters resulting in bigger 
flooding than usual leaving some folk still in tents.

Mike and Olive Shepherd’s “Cruise Around Kaeo” attracted 
25 vehicles from most categories parked in the main street. The 
start was from the little RSA which was filled to overflowing for a 
hamper lunch, catch up and VCC speak.

The cruise proper, with basic instructions, took us south out of 
Kaeo and a short way up Waiare Rd, which ultimately accesses the 
Puketi Kauri Forest and tablelands between Kerikeri and Kaikohe, 
an interesting round trip for visitors. In to Upakorau Rd where we 
struck metal and evidence of slip damage before our first look in 
at our organisers’ home in a beautiful garden amongst bush. There 
were many native birds singing; five tuis in one tree, which Olive 
says has had up to forty. A wander through the peaceful gardens 
featured a little shed full of interesting treasures from yesteryear. 
The title to the property goes back to Mike’s forebears who came 

to these shores in 1858 with Samuel Marsden. The large workshops 
with working older tools were the envy  of many.

We back-tracked to Brad and Nancy Topp’s “Lazy Ridge” 
farm to check on their restoration progress. Their well restored  
Citroen Light 15 features regularly and the ’28 Essex from time to 
time. Among all the goodies in the shed is a ’23 Essex which will 
become something some day. With Brad’s usual bubbling enthu-
siasm we were introduced to the 1930 Swift. It’s a rare car which 
is getting the full treatment with the aim of participating in the 
VCC Rally 2012.

After soaking up so much knowledge which Brad loves to share, 
we moved back to SH10, and then climbed up towards Matauri 
Bay, turning inland at Otoroa, and back into Kaeo. One Model A 
was unable to stop for a clue, as his brakes had already faded, and 
the other, with a more cunning driver, had descended with the 
ignition off!

We met again at the little RSA for a debrief on the question-
naire. The day certainly had the spirit of the Far North Branch 
thanks to Olive and Mike Shepherd. Great camaradarie, relaxing  
instructions and yes, some still managed to go the wrong way or 
cover more of the country or leave their lunch in the other car or 
go back for some gas just in case. The Duirs were victors, the 
Wynnes were Tail End Charlies and the MacGregors had the Hard 
Luck stories.  bw

Far  North  Branch

CRUISING AROUND KAEO  Words and photos Dave Duirs

Topp’s 1930 SwiftOutside the Kaeo RSA
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FREE*CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges 
remain unchanged for all non-members 
or members wishing to advertise 
commercial services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@
vcc.org.nz  or complete the form on 
this page and post to us at Marketplace 
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, 
Christchurch 8140 
or fax us on 03 332 3827

Deadline for receipt of advertisements 
and payment for our August/September 
issue is 10 July 2009. 
NO LATE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED

Beaded Wheels is delivered to over 
8,000 subscribers and members of the 
New Zealand Vintage Car Club every 
issue – our advertising is read by 
enthusiasts throughout the country and 
overseas. Reach a broader audience by 
choosing to publish your advertisement 
in our magazine and also on our club 
website. Advertisements are listed on 
the internet for the length of time the 
issue of Beaded Wheels remains current.

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$64*  WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$21*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and 
wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

Name (block letters)  _________________________________________________

Membership number is ______ ⁄___________________ Phone  ___________

Please list this advertisement in the

Advertisement text to read (include contact details):

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

Yes

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING
•  Free advertising is limited to one 

advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 

each issue they are required to appear in.
•  The recommended length of advertisements is 

45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

  text only advertisement

  text and photo advertisement

  wanted column

   for sale column

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made 
payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, P O 
Box 13-140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their 
branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 
foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Text & colour photo. Text only advertisement.
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Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.thecarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
CAR MUSEUM

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre

Here at Beaded Wheels 

we are always on the 

lookout for a good article 

for a future issue and 

we are now actively seeking more 

contributions. 

To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 

win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 

We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 

computer (any common word-processing program is okay) and they 

can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch or email 

beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable 

if taken using a mimum four mega pixel 

digital camera set at a high resolution. 

Please contact me if you wish to discuss an 

idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson 

Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

hm 03 385 9821, wk 029 236 3796 (leave your name number if engaged) 

The lucky winners of 
the Beaded Wheels caps 
for this issue are Alan 
Sutton and Wynton Cleal. 
Congratulations and thanks 
for your contribution. 
Don't forget we are always 
looking for good articles.

WIN
a limited edition 
Beaded Wheels cap!
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CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and centering. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club Inc
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and state their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$16.00 for first 40 words or part thereof, 
thereafter 15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 
words per advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8140, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
camera ready artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged 
at an extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not 
be construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage 
Car Club.

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as the magazine and the Club.

marketplace
FOR SALE

AU TO M OTI V E  WO O D G R A I N I NG 
 When restoring your car there is only 
one way to restore your metal window 
frames & dashboard: metal woodgraining. 
For information and free quotes contact 
Barry Drake. Phone 03 447 3802 or write to 
1623 Chatto Creek, RD3, Alexandra 9393.   MEM

1929 MORRIS ISIS  Complete Restoration project. 
Engine and front end reconditioned. All steel body. 
Chrome work done. Heaps of parts. Phone Dave 03 
236 7910 Southland .  MEM

1930 MORRIS MINOR  WIRE WHEEL 19" with 
hubcap. 2 x 1933 Morris 18" six stud with hub caps. 
1937 Hillman 10 16". 21" disc wheel, 5 stud 6¼" 
centres, split rim keeper. Pair disc wheels, 475x19" 
5 stud 6" centers, split rim keeper. 21 x 475 rim, 
split rim keeper. 20x500 rim, split in middle. 24 x 
500 rim, split in middle. 23" beaded edge rim and 
mounting bolt holes. Offers. Phone Les Harris 09 
818 4405. 

1933 J2 MG SPORTS CAR  Two seater. Reconditioned 
engine and head, new radiator, all original body 
panels, new wood frame kit. Thousands of dollars 
of new parts. I believe all the necessary parts 
are there for a seamless restoration ideal for the 
amateur restorer, just like me, except I have lost 
interest. Sensible offers round $20,000 will take it 
away! Phone Trevor 03 384 5211,   MEM

1936 MORRIS 14/6 SERIES 2,  4 door sedan, stored 
in garage for 30 years, rego still on hold. Needs 
rebuild due sitting, spare parts to go with, was 
running well when put into storage. $2000 ono. 
Phone Phil 09 8466 276 evenings.   MEM

1937 CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH FASTBACK SEDAN . 
Restoration done two years ago all mechanicals, 
wiring, body, paint, interior, chrome, rubber, radial 
tyres, very good condition. $17,000. Phone 03 307 
8841  MEM

1938 VELOCETTE GTP 250CC 2 STROKE  Genuine 
bike in original condition. Reg & WOF. Best offer 
above $6,000. Phone 06 838 8543 evenings  MEM

1942 DODGE  4x4 ex radio reconnaissance ex 
pacific trucked. Comes with original ownership 
papers 1946 on. Spare engine, gearbox, front and 
rear hubs, axles and diffs, good rubber. Last run 
25-04-09. Offers. Phone Mike 06 372 3834  MEM

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish. 
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum Advance Units. 
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed.
Contact Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, 
Manukau City, 2576.

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

COACHBUILDER  Re-wooding, panelwork, 
fabrication, fibreglass work of Vintage and 
Classic cars. Full or part restorations. For all your 
restoration requirements phone Davies Coachworks 
03 310 6691 cell 027 330 9581 Rangiora. Qualified 
Coachbuilder. Veteran•Vintage•Classic 

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598. Cell 021 109 1309 or 
Email martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

WOODEN WHEELS made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   Mem.
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1968 AUSTIN MINI UTE  Genuine. Excellent 
condition. Bare metal restoration, 2-pak finish. New 
upholstery. Motor has had rings and bearings. Goes 
well. Rare. In our family for 28 years. $25,000 ono.  
Phone 03 755 4282.

ARMSTRONG-SIDDELEY SAPPHIRE 346,  1954 
complete car stripped plus parts from another. 
Could be restored or good parts car. Two motors 
(runners), manual gearboxes, diffs etc. $1,000ono. 
Phone Andrew 07 575 3819   MEM

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202
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1930 MODEL A  5 window coupe. Ground up 
restoration completed 1996. Converted to 12V. 
Laycock overdrive fitted. Twin sidemounts, rumble 
seat, luggage rack and trunk. Other extras. Selling 
on behalf. Phone Ray Singleton 07 573 6547 or 
027 573 6547 $44,000 – one of the best.   MEM

1928 FORD MODEL A TUDOR  Excellent rust free 
body. George Calder reconditioned motor with 
counter-weighted crankshaft, 9,000 miles ago. 
New gearbox with higher ratio first and second 
gears. A good motoring car with numerous spares 
included. $23,000 ono. Phone Gary 03 359 6289
  MEM

1957 DAIMLER 104 REGENCY 3500 cc Pre select 
gearbox. Drives well. $4,000. Phone 07 348 2123 
evenings.  MEM

1925 FIAT 501C  Rare 4 door sedan, an older 
restoration, excellent order, including brass 
and nickel. 7,000 miles since restored. Reg and 
WOF, many spares. Body by Johnson & Smith. 
Ref Beaded Wheels No. 230 1998. $22,000 ono. 
Phone Gary 03 544 6426 Nelson  MEM

FORD FALCON XL 1962 MODEL  Very tidy 
example. Original upholstery in excellent condition. 
Reconditioned engine and gearbox. All original. 
Nice touring car. $13,000. Phone 09 424 3598,  
0274 147 373 or dallasandsue@xtra.co.nz   MEM

RAMBLER REBEL 1967/69 290 CU IN V8  fits 
70/71 also, Running well when removed from car 
with worn automatic, complete except for coil, 
leads and engine mounts $900. 1967-71 Rebel V8 
diff $200. Phone Lindsay 03 437 0809 Oamaru or 
0212 301 062  MEM

1929 AUSTIN 12/4  My pride and Joy for 44 
years. A good Irishmans car. Spare head, exhaust 
manifold, spare axle. All tools including original 
wheel puller. $16,000 with VIC Card VV1857. 
Rego on hold. Phone Ray Shearman MNZM 03 960 
4448.  MEM

CHRYSLER 77 ROADSTER  Original – one repaint 
in late 1950s. First place in AACA 1963. No patch 
panels, no bog, no tanalized timber. Rust free 
Californian car with plenty of patina. Recent rebuilt 
and balanced engine. Spares. Photos by email bev.
os@xtra.co.nz phone 07 549 1242 $110,000  MEM

1935 PLYMOUTH 2 DOOR SEDAN RARE  
Restoration by TG Restorations. High ratio diff, 
falcon steering box, lowered with 15” wires and 
radials. Stock rebuilt motor and trans, 12volt, 
leather. Runs 60-65 mph. Photos by email
bev.os@xtra.co.nz ph 07 549 1242 $38,000   MEM

Call us for a free no obligation quote. 
See our back page ad for details.

VETERAN BRASS DIETZ RIGHT HAND 
SIDELIGHT  In good condition, height excluding 
handle 30cm, bullseye lens diameter 15cm. $300 
Phone John Paul 03 312 2359 or email johnpaul@
snap.net.nz   MEM
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PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.U 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, South 
Auckland. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your Vintage 
woodwork requirements, I can reproduce your car’s 
woodwork from original parts, patterns and photos. 
Model A parts made to order, also Morris Traveller 
Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau 
St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 327 6164.

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New York Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring 
the headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter 
than your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most 
reflectors fitted to Pre & Post war cars and 
motorbikes. Also available in single filament 55 
watt P22 & BA 15 bases for use in spotlamps 
and mechanical dip reflectors. Most bases and 
configurations available in 6v & 12v. Further info: 
Norm & Jan Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Ph/Fax 03 
389-0643 also Henrob Welding Torches. Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 

VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.

AUSTIN MINI COOPER 1967,  998 rolling body Island 
Blue, S mechanicals available to complete project. 
Phone 07 348 4227, 021 043 7673   MEM

AUSTIN 10  four door, early 1930s. Fully dismantled, 
all parts there, shed stored for last ten years. $1,200 
Phone Tony Mobile 021 420 774 Home 09 818 9620

BRADFORD DELUXE VAN -  Two cylinder 1000cc. 
1945. Due to owner’s ill health this vehicle is for 
sale. Major restoration work has been done, but 
needs to be finished. For further details and more 
extensive description vehicle can be viewed on the 
Jowett club’s website. Jowettnz.sytes.net Contact 
Ray Harwood 07 377 1223, 021 784 007  MEM

DAVID BROWN 25 CROPMASTER 1950  Honeymoon 
seat model, excellent condition, road registered 
$3,000. Phone Wayne 06 368 5611 or 021 1118 176 
davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz.   MEM

FOR SALE PERSONAL PLATE  NTN R (Norton 
roadster) $400. Phone Wayne 06 368 5611, 021 111 
8176 or davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz    MEM

FORD 24 STUD ENGINE  Recently rebuilt with 8BA 
crank. Can be heard running in Christchurch. 
Includes complete motor. $3,950. Phone Gerald 
0274 352 402  MEM

MGA TECH SESSION WORKSHOP MANUAL  As 
published by North American MGA Register 400 
pages – covering technical articles promoting the 
maintenance of MGAs – brand new. $100 + post. 
Phone Dennis 07 348 8448   MEM

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

MORRIS EIGHT SERIES E 1947.  Complete not going 
$300 or free to good home. Need space. Phone Ian 
on 07 575 4197

P76 PARTS,  TRIUMPH 2000 -  complete. Phone 
Gavin 03 482 2485, 021 222 7918  MEM

SIDECAR BODY.  Brand new, never been on 
bike $800. Pair of Villiers barrels, 200cc $50. 
Ambassador petrol tank. Good order with badges 
$50. Pair W. White & Co. leather saddle bags $100. 
Three 125 Villiers barrels, one with head and carb 
$75. Pair Brass headlamps 6" $100. 1928 250 
Dunelt two stroke. Complete and going. Needs 
good tune $4,000. Phone Bill Munro 04 563 6342 
  MEM

TWO DIFFERENTIAL CASES FOR DISPOSAL  ex 
Graham Brothers/Dodge 2 ton truck. They are 
single outer bearing type. Cost? A donation to the 
Wanganui Branch VCC. For more information call 
Peter 0210 590 800  MEM

THREE HARD COVER VOLUMES  of Servicing 
Guide to British motor vehicles volumes 1, 3 and 4. 
These are remarkable books, covering all British 
cars commercials and components 1947 thru 
1956, full specifications and wiring, all books in 
mint condition. J. Hibbs phone 04 528 4621 or 
hibbspekay@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

VINTAGE CAR TYRE  6.50-19. Never used. Full tread 
9mm. $180. Phone 03 351 5143  MEM

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

VW PARTS FOR 1200 cc, 1955-65. Large quantity 
new and used engine, mechanical and some body 
parts for car and Kombi. Prefer to sell as job 
lot-trailer load to clear. List available. Also selling 
various tyres and wheels 15"– 21". Split rims and 
Sankey 24" 10 spoke, 6 stud. Phone 577 6658 J. 
Sigley, Blenheim.  MEM

1986 DODGE CHRYSLER CONVERTIBLE COUPE  
Black immaculate condition 2.3l Turbo, 4 cylinder 
left hand drive automatic. Front wheel drive 
154,000km. $17,000. Phone 03 308 6961  MEM

AC 2 LITRE SALOON, 1951.  Body woodwork 
replaced and much mechanical work done but 
engine and upholstery still need to be done. Truck 
load of spares, both mechanical and body parts. 
Sell or swap for Veteran or Vintage car, motorcycle 
or autocycle project. Phone 07 863 3554 or email 
bhdaly@paradise.net.nz  MEM
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PRIZE WINNING 1930 MODEL A COUPE  A 
restoration that puts this car in a class of its own 
Excellent show car, never been rallied. has only 
done 1380 miles in the nine years since re rego. 
$45,000 Phone Colin 09 406 1789  MEM

HUMBER 10/4 SALOON  In pristine condition. 
Completely rebuilt, includes motor reconditioned, 
new upholstery. Genuine 54,000 mileage. Heaps 
of spares. WOF & Reg. $8,500 ono. Phone Dick 
09 433 8713  MEM

1952 SUNBEAM TALBOT 90 2.3L  Rare sporting 
saloon. Four door, four seat. Good red leather 
seats. Rego alive. Steel sunshine roof (sliding) 
factory radio/heater/clock, garaged. Handbook. 
Rust in sills so priced at $750 only. No rust in 
floorpan or boot. Phone 03 385 9472  MEM

DAIMLER CONSORT 1951  Four door saloon, 
2½ litre. Pre-selector gearbox. Tidy body 
in ivory. Green leather interior. CONSRT 
personalised plates. Reg & WOF $5,500. Phone 
09 439 0475 (bus), 09 439 7992 ah (Dargaville)
  MEM

SUNBEAM TALBOT 1948  Sports Saloon. Drives 
well and has all new brakes. Tidy body and good 
tyres. Interior needs a tidy. Now very rare but is 
deregistered. $5,500. Phone 09 439 0475 (bus), 
09 439 7992 ah (Dargaville)  MEM

‘72 HILLMAN HUNTER GL  top condition. Reg, 
WOF & VIC. Low miles, low owners. $3,000 ono. 
Phone Ross 09 439 0333.  MEM

• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome 

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill
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INFORMATION AND/OR PARTS WANTED FOR  
MOPED  Missing rear brake hub assembly, drive 
chains x 2, and main frame cover. Any other bits 
appreciated. ID confirmation as no make apparent 
on machine other than made in France 1973, and 
possibly MOPOCONEO? Phone Stan 03 439 5653 
or consultech@xtra.co.nz

WANTED TO BUY
1930 ESSEX COUPE DICKEY SEAT LID HANDLE  
must be original type. Phone Dave 027 440 5700 or 
david.wilkens@xtra.co.nz

1933 FORD Y HEAD LIGHT LENSES,  reflectors and 
rims. Park light lenses and covers. Owners manual 
and front bumper. Phone Ian Scobie 03 206 6785   
MEM

1934 FORD FORDOR SEDAN,  rear seat wanted. 
Phone 03 342 8526, brtaylor@xtra.co.nz

1950S DKW AUTO UNION MOTOR.  Condition not 
important. Also handbook or workshop manual. 
Pair Veteran hood bow supports. Small type that 
has strap to hold bows. Phone 03 578 8418 or 
myschacht@hotmail.com   MEM

1971-72 FIAT 125.  Must be in excellent condition. 
Phone Noel 03 207 1840   MEM

ALLDAYS & ONIONS MOTORCYCLE PARTS  wanted 
especially barrel for 550cc, any parts or pictures will 
help. Also looking for Triumph Model H parts and 
a pre 1915 Triumph project have circa 1930 AJS V 
twin girder forks and 1931 ohv 250 motor. Phone 
09 533 8050.   MEM

ALVIS  1950s onwards or a Daimler Majestic Major 
in or near road going condition wanted to buy. 
I have a Daimler V8-250 MOD with chrome wire 
wheels in very good mechanical condition, body 
and interior sound as well, which I could trade. 
My Daimler is registered and has a WOF. Please 
phone 09 373 7599 Ext 87783 email bg.davis@
auckland.ac.nz  MEM

BONNET FOR A 1956 FORD CUSTOMLINE CAR  or 
Ford Mainline ute. Must be in sound order. Phone 
John Cook 03 418 0102 evenings.   MEM

BOOKS WANTED,  Flat to the Boards by Douglas 
Woods and Historic Racing Cars of NZ by Graham 
Vercoe. Phone 07 3484227, 021 0437673.   MEM

BOSCH HEADLIGHT GLASS AND BULB   holder for 
1928 Lancia Lambda. Glass is 8 ¼" or 210mm in 
diameter. Phone Keith Humphreys 09 446 0916 or 
wensum@ihug.co.nz   MEM

BUICK PARTS INFORMATION, PHOTOS  etc for 
1915 to 1924 6 cylinder and 4 cylinder cars. 
Anything big or small. Phone Jim Baird 06 273 8717 
or pre39hq@hotmail.com   MEM  

CHEVROLET 1925  front bumper and bumper irons 
wanted. Stewart accessory bumper keen to get but 
will consider all options. Phone Peter Laing on 0800 
773 773 or leviathan@xtra.co.nz

COMMER CAR VETERAN TRUCK PARTS  wanted. 
Anything would be a help with this project. Phone 
Dave 027 440 5700 or david.wilkens@xtra.co.nz

DISC WHEELS  (2) 20 inch for 1924 Dodge, useable 
with lock rings. Phone Bob 03 349 5599 or email 
bob&shirl@xtra.co.nz   MEM

DISTRIBUTOR TO SUIT HOLDEN W.B OR V.K.  3.3 
6cyl.( blue or black engine) Phone 07 345 6540 or 
Maurie.c@xtra.co.nz  MEM

DODGE SENIOR SIX  body shell, doors, scuttle or 
whole car. Phone Darren 03 216 8766 evenings or 
email dmcleod@slingshot.co.nz   MEM

EARLY LARGE VETERAN TWIN CHAIN DRIVE  truck 
project. Any make considered. The bigger the 
better. Any leads to parts of or complete truck 
would be much appreciated. Phone Dave 027 440 
5700 or david.wilkens@xtra.co.nz 

GRILL FOR 1939 CHEVROLET MASTER 85  Must be 
in good condition and suitable for chroming. Phone 
Tom Furlong 09 238 1996, tomfurlong@yahoo.com

HARLEY-DAVIDSON PARTS  Barrels for 1926–29 
Model J. Gearbox top with quadrant for 1927–29 V 
twin. 1925 Douglas OB bottom end. Phone 09 238 
6833 or earlyriders@value.net.nz   MEM

HELP PLEASE.  I require a distributor cap for a 
C.M.I. magneto (Conner Magneto & Ignition) code 
417c or a complete unit. And/or a distributor cap 
for a Fellows mag, type EM4. I have BTH, Bosch, 
Lucas swap. Phone Earl Preston 03 577 7839 or 
theriverbank@xtra.co.nz   MEM

HUDSON SUPER SIX PARTS  1928 Model S wanted 
to buy. Mainly small cosmetic bits, also rims. 
Phone Wayne 06 368 5611 or 021 111 8176 or 
davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz   MEM

HUMBER SUPER SNIPE 1949/1957  Mk III to restore, 
and or parts. Phone Dave 06 843 5151 Fax 06 843 
5849 or snipe1949@xtra.co.nz   MEM

HYDROLASTIC PUMP OR HANDGUN  as used on 
BMC 1100 or 1300s. Must be in good working 
order. Phone 03 318 7566.  MEM

JAGUAR ALL SYNCRO GEARBOX  to suit Mk2,  
original S type or XJ6. 4 speed or 4 speed and 
overdrive. Phone 027 446 9469   MEM

MGA GEARBOX OR SIMILAR  with propshaft if poss 
wanted to complete the restoration of my 1961 TVR 
Grantura Mk2. Please contact Roger Dilley on 09 
489 8557 or 021 025 46184 or ferrari.services@
xtra.co.nz.   MEM

MID 1930/40S ENGLISH CAR,  eg Riley, Alvis, MG 
or similar for partial or full restoration. Anything 
considered, eg partially restored car, any body style. 
Phone 07 579-9621 or ron.elton@xtra.co.nz   MEM

MODEL T PARTS REQUIRED  – Exhaust manifold, 
ignition coils and coil box, “New Beauty” 
transmission parts (drums, bands etc), 1926-27 
radiator.  Also: 1927 Chrysler 52 r/h front mudguard 
and valances. Phone Lindsay 03 445 0065 or 
retyred@slingshot.co.nz   ,MEM,

MOTORCYCLE AND SIDECAR WANTED  Prefer 
Veteran, Vintage or Post Vintage in good going 
condition. If you have one that’s not getting used 
and you would like to see it go to a good home 
then please phone John Chynoweth 03 439 5474 or 
chynoeth@xtra.co.nz   MEM

PRE 1930 TOURER WANTED  for member in Gisborne. 
Phone 06 862 8022   MEM

MILLER MAGDYNO WANTED  As per  photo 
complete or any parts. Not much identification on 
mag. Gene is common Miller and is chain driven 
off mag. Missing off mag is the chain cover. Phone 
R Taylor 06 844 9475  MEM

REAR LEFT AMBER INDICATOR LENSE  for 1956 
100E Ford Prefect, also Anglia complete rear axle 
and handbrake cable assembly for 100E conversion. 
Phone Stan 03 439 5653 or consultech@xtra.co.nz 
 MEM

RENAULT 750 (4CV)  interior door handles, speedo 
(late type), aircleaner, 4 speed gearbox or whatever 
you have. Phone B & L Cheer 06 845 2200 or 
blcheer@globe.net.nz   MEM

RENAULT 750 OR FIAT BAMBINA   in good condition. 
Phone John 03 980 5898.  MEM

SUNBEAM TALBOT 90 OWNERS HANDBOOK  and 
Workshop Manual. Phone 07 863 3554 or email 
bhdaly@paradise.net.nz   MEM

TYRES WANTED,  all crossply 590x14, 590x15, 
640x15 and 550-600x16. Preferably between Taupo 
and Wellington or going cheap. Retreadable casings 
considered. Phone Richard 04 577 0350.  MEM

VW BEETLE FRONT BONNET  for 1954 model  
wanted to buy, also new 560 x 15 cross ply tyres. 
Phone Jack 03 352 6672.   MEM

WANTED FOR DODGE SENIOR SIX 1929  Model 2252 
6 x 600x19 tyres preferably balloon, tread condition 
immaterial as vehicle is not road legal. Phone John 
07 868 8259 evenings.

WANTED REAR WHEEL OR ANY OTHER PARTS  for 
BSA Model K 1915-20. Any pre 1915 Triumph parts 
especially 1911–13 frame(has straight top tube ) and 
clutch hub and carburettor. Any unfinished Triumph 
projects – anything – any condition – anywhere. 
Phone Chris 09 533 8050 email triumphmodelh@
yahoo.co.nz   MEM

VINTAGE ROADSTER,  Tourer, or even a special 
wanted to buy, any make but one of the above. 
Prefer restored but will consider anything. Will go 
to a good home. Phone Maurice 03 343 3394, 0274 
351 833 or flip1@xtra.co.nz   MEM

FORMULA JUNIOR MOTOR BMC  wanted original 
or replica. Phone Wayne, 06 368 5611 or 021 111 
8176. davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz   MEM

MOTOR FOR BSA DI 125 CC BANTAM  wanted, prefer 
in excellent condition early 60s, contact Wayne, 06 
368 5611 or 021 111 8176 davidbrowns@slingshot.
co.nz.   MEM

WINDSCREEN SURROUND  for 1934 Plymouth 
Deluxe. Phone Ted 03 572 8051   MEM

WORKSHOP MANUAL AND TECHNICAL DETAILS  
for a 1927 Fiat 503 B tourer. Also a diagram of the 
hood ironwork. The body is by Stevens and Sons, 
Christchurch. Phone Ces 06 758 7685 evenings.   
 MEM

bw298.indd   42bw298.indd   42 27/5/09   3:38:15 PM27/5/09   3:38:15 PM



 Beaded Wheels 43

VETERAN - VINTAGE 2009 TOUR
Join with us for the 

2nd Veteran-Vintage 10 Day Tour

Starting in Timaru, Saturday of Labour Monday 2009.

Expressions of interest for this non competitive, 
but very social tour are called for now.  

Contact Nola or Alistair Day, Ph 03 688 2617, 
88 Acacia Drive, RD 3, Seadown, Timaru 7910 

or email for details to Veteranvintage2009@yahoo.co.nz

ROTORUA VINTAGE &
VETERAN CAR CLUB INC

29th Annual Central North Island

Swap Meet and Car Show 
Spectacular

Rotorua Racecourse
SUNDAY 12 July 2009

Featuring Vintage, Veteran, Classic Cars and Hotrods 

This event will be of interest to collectors of Vintage, Veteran, 
Classic and collectable cars, Motorcycles, Hotrods, memora-
bilia, old car books, models in fact anything of a collectable or 
antique nature.

Open from 7am till 3pm with hot food and refreshments 
supplied by Rotorua Caterers.

For site bookings ph Denis Burr 07 333 2807 
email dpburr@orcon.co.nz

For car show enquiries 
ph David Philps 07 357 4881 
email roommatecabins4u@clear.net.nz

EVENT COORDINATOR  MEL COOPER PH 07 345 6615

Admission Seller’s vehicle & driver $10
All others $5 per person (accompanied children FREE)

BSA Motorcycle 
International Rally

Christchurch 
February 7 – 13 2010 

Meet BSA enthusiasts from 
around the world

Great rally rides

Interesting tours

Gala Dinner  •  Judging and Prizes

Visit our website www.canterburybsaoc.org.nz

3 – 15 March 2010

Travel, accommodation, breakfasts, most evening 
meals & admission most attractions. 

Twin Share $4,430pp 
(subject to final confirmation)

Organised in conjunction with Simon Hocking House 
of Travel & Russell & Joan Paul who will lead this their 

fifth and final tour to Tasmania

Contact Russell and Joan
7 Hopkins St, Timaru 7910 Phone/Fax 03 686 0164 

email russandjoan@xtra.co.nz

TASMANIAN SCENIC & HISTORY TOUR

SWAP 
MEETS & 
RALLIES

You are welcome to join and depart at any stage if you are 
unable to complete the full 10 days.

Incorporating South Canterbury Branch Mt Cook Rally. 
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Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

You can target 
your customers 
quickly and 
effectively by 
advertising in the Beaded Wheels 
Trade directory. From only $55 per 
issue your full colour advert will be 
seen by over 8,000 readers and 
motoring enthusiasts every issue. 

To find out more contact 
Beaded Wheels 
phone 03 332 3531 or 
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz   

affordable 
effective 
advertising

 9*, 10, 11 OCTOBER 2009
Join us on this fun weekend and visit the 

Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information and bookings write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279,  
Christchurch or phone Mike 03 344 0425.

NOTE: Sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated. Some EFTPOS 
facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

PUBLIC DAYS 10, 11 OCTOBER: 9am - 4:30pm. Adults $5, all accompanied 
school children free.

CANTERBURY BRANCH VCC

ANNUAL SWAP MEET
Cutler Park McLeans Island

Members Day Admission to the swapmeet is by current 
VCC MEMBERSHIP CARD PLUS ADMISSION CHARGE 

OF $5 or site holders ticket only. 
Admission for those people accompanying a VCC 

member is $10 per person.

*9 
OCTOBER
Member’s Day

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 AUSTRALIA.
Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

                   RESTORED CARS
                        Magazine Australia

6 ISSUES (ONE YEAR)Aust $69.00 Air Mail
12 ISSUES (TWO YEARS) Aust $135.00 Air Mail

Was first published in 1973. 
All back issues are available. 

All vehicles featured are restored or in original condition. 
Events, How To’s and Australian motoring History are a specialty.

are proud to host the 

2010 National Veteran Rally  
12-14 February 2010

to be held at Waipukurau, Central Hawke’s Bay

Open to all eligible Veteran vehicles Based at the Pukeora Estate 
accomodation at reasonable rates on site

Three days informal motoring prior to Art Deco will be available
Enquiries to:

 Rally Director Rally Secretary
 Rod McKenzie Rohn Cleland
 Ph: 06 858-9562 Ph: 06 858 9053
rod.mckenzie.wpk@xtra.co.nz  jcleland@xtra.co.nz

Hawkes Bay Branch
of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand
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PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

RESTORATION

VETERAN  VINTAGE  CLASSIC
QUALIFIED COACHBUILDER

DAVIES COACHWORKS
PH (03) 310 6691 CELL 027 330 9581

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels
T R A DE  D I R E C T O RY

Connecting enthusiasts 
and professionals around 

New Zealand.

Contact us today to list your 
business here.
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Vintage, one of which refused to leave her 
Waiau Pa garage, boosting the P60 contin-
gent further. Dudley and Fay Kitson won 
PWV class, while Peter and Andy Webster 
took a place in the Vintage class.

Bay of Plenty  Jack Hoven
Early in March we celebrated our 

50th Anniversary with a dinner in the 
Cosmopolitan Club. We had a very 
enjoyable evening with good live music, 
capably led by our MC Peter Butler. A 
birthday cake, baked by Gwen Jones and 
iced by Kerry Elton, was cut by Jack Hoven 
and Pauline van Deventer, respectively the 
longest serving and the newest members. 
Secretary Alastair Jones proposed a toast to 
the branch, which Jack Hoven replied to. 
Many members attended in period costume, 
which added atmosphere to the occasion. 

Our next event was the “Last of the 
Summer Days” three day tour. Our destina-
tion was north to the Awhitu Peninsula. 
We travelled via Ngatea, then the Miranda 
road along the coast, a very scenic route. 
Accommodation was arranged in Pukekohe. 
The highlight of the tour was viewing the 
Manukau Heads Lighthouse. Thanks to 
Derreck Winterbottom and Paul Beck for 
an excellent weekend.

The North Island Club Captain’s Tour 
attracted five entries from the Bay of Plenty. 
This tour will be covered in a separate 
article. Thanks to John and Shirley Foot for 
a fantastic scenic tour.

On 19 April our branch organised the 
first Bay of Plenty Veteran Rally. It was 
a great success. An amazing number of 
Veteran and early Vintage cars came out 
of the sheds. A short run took us from 
our clubrooms to the Surf Club at Mt. 
Maunganui where the cars proved to be 
great crowd pleasers. Thanks again to 
Derreck and his team.

Bay of Plenty: Greg Terrill presents 50 Year Award to the Bay of Plenty Chairman Ron Elton

Ashburton   Peter Knight
A visit to the Plains Steam and Vintage 

Machinery complex was our February Club 
night. This proved to be very popular with 
a very good turn out of members. 

Fine weather has seen some members 
joining other braches on some of their runs 
- six cars went on the Waimate branch 
Wallaby run. Seven cars attended the 
mid-Island Rally, hosted by the South 
Canterbury branch. Vern Ellis, Chris 
Shepherd, and Ron Galletly all managed to 
gain first prize in their respective classes.

On the local scene, David and Marion 
Oakley’s run for PV and PWV cars saw 20 
vehicles attend. The route was down to 
South Canterbury hinterland. First stop was 
to view two 1929 MG Tigress cars under 
restoration. Lunch stop was at Raincliff 
Station and then to Sutherland to view 
Dave Diamond’s collection of vehicles. Late 
afternoon saw us at the Timaru Airport 
Museum, then back to Ashburton just 
ahead of a cold southerly change. Distance 
travelled was approximately 130 miles.

Branch Members Neil and Ngaire 
Holland tasted success at the recent 
National Triumph show at Cromwell taking 
first place in the standard class for TR7s. 

Ollie Hurst has recently completed a 
two-year restoration of a 1932 Ford V8 
Cabriolet, believed to be the only one in 
NZ. Ollie rescued it from the hotrod frater-
nity and apart from the repainting and the 
upholstery he has done all the restoration 
himself. A very stylish car, it made its first 
appearance on the New Years Day run.

A warm welcome is extended to Garth 
and Julie Madden with a ’74 MGBGT, ’73 
Chrysler Valiant and a ’73 Mercedes SLC 
350 Coupe. Also, to Wayne O’Donnell 
and Diana Tomlinson with: a ’27 Chrysler 
60, ’50s Jaguar MKV, ’58 XK150S, ’66 420 
Saloon, ’74 V12 E Type, and a ’74 XJ 12 
Saloon.

Auckland   Tracey Winterbottom
Welcome to new members: Nancie 

Reiher, ‘30 Chev Coupe; Mike Loosemore, 
24 Austin 12/4 and 32 Austin 7; David 
Parker and Catherine Tristram, with a 
very large American collection – ‘27 Buick 
27/25 tourer, ‘38 Buick 41 Sedan, ‘47 Buick 
71 Sedan, ‘55 Buick Century Riviera 2 dr 
hard top, ‘58 Buick Caballero wagon, ‘66 
Rambler 660 sedan, ‘58 Ford Fairlane, ‘57 
Ford Country Sedan, ‘26 Willys Overland 
Whippet utility, ‘50 Chrysler Royal sedan, 
‘60 Chrysler New Yorker, ‘63 Chrysler 300J, 
‘60 Plymouth Belvedere, ‘29 Essex Super 6 
sedan, ‘59 Chev El Camino plus a ‘66 MGB; 
Dan and Donna Thompson, ‘34 Oldsmobile, 
‘39 Ford barrelnose truck, ‘52 Allard roadster 
and ‘64 Pontiac GTO convertible.

The branch charabanc crew has recruited 
at least four new members to ensure this 
special Veteran continues to be used and 
maintained.

Our most recent club night saw a good 
crowd turn out to view a very interesting 
record of the restoration of the famous 1905 
V8 200hp Darracq by Gerald Firkins and 
friends in the UK. Rumour has it Dave 
Allbon went home inspired and to clear the 
space around the Darracq patiently waiting 
in his garage.

Twenty bikes attended the Bert 
Cuthbertson Memorial Run held in rural 
Sth Auckland, the oldest being a 1920 
Harley combination. Maurice Keane was 
the winner and the Cecil Light trophy for 
most meritorious restoration went to John 
Caulfield for his 1956 BSA A7 twin. Twenty 
members attended the National Motorcycle 
Rally, Peter Alderdice, Paul Tomlin, Michael 
O’Kane, Monty Wray and Jon Cooke riding 
all the way. Peter Alderdice brought home 
silverware for the Vintage class and Paul 
Tomlin, Leo Fowler and Neville Olsen all 
2nd in their respective classes.

Five members supported Waikato’s 
Vintage Venture, with the Winterbottoms 
winning the Fast class.

Our own Vintage Muster attracted 31 
entrants; 2 rear wheel brakers, 4 English, 
5 GM, 1 Continental and 10 Ford As. A 
pleasant rural run won by Neville Olsen 
and Gill Stephens in their ‘30 Dodge DD 
Sedan.

Bernie Engleback’s ‘24 Chrysler 6 roadster 
is now street legal.

A late-twenties Chrysler 70 (66, CJ?) 
well known as a panelbeater’s ute in 
Wanganui has surfaced in Albany as an ad 
for Retravision.

Bryan Belcher’s Diamond T truck now 
sports the livery of Northern Roller Mills.

Easter in Hastings was supported by 14 
Auckland entries, only 2 of those being 

idle
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Canterbury  Tony Becker
The main event of autumn was the 

two-day McLeans Island Vintage Country 
Fair. Canterbury Branch grounds and facili-
ties together with Steam Scene ideally suited 
this public event and easily coped with the 
thousands who rolled up.  Neighbouring 
historic preservation clubs, the Steam Scene 
and Vintage Machinery Club combined 
with us to present a simply wonderful 
show. Traction Engines, Clydesdales, farm 
and military machinery took part. The 
weekend’s weather was perfect and every 
subsection was involved. The aim to boost 
coffers in all clubs certainly worked! 

The Branch Annual Commercial Rally 
took to the countryside on another flawless 
warm day. Field tests and a wheel-changing 
time-trial featured in Neil Cooper’s rally 
plan. The event was well supported too. 

The 9-90s outing (or should that read 
‘inning’) to Christchurch Women’s Prison 
proved very enlightening. Lead from the 
entry and remand wing to the high security 
wing followed by the less secure modern 
pre-release facility, was all pretty sobering. 
The tricks of inmates are many and varied 
but a touch of humour erupted when 
some of the ‘girls’ waved and yelled from 
behind bars to our group: “Hello Nana! 
Hello Grandad”! Several of these long-
termers had committed capital crimes.
 Phil Jeeves lead the Annual Rural Run deep 
into the Lake Sumner district,  new territory 
for most starters. A break at the Hawarden 
Memorial Hall and return via McDonald 
Downs completed a truly ‘rural’ run. 
The Annual Quiz Night was a first as 
Quizmaster for Judy Parrott – and what 
a good job she made of it. Eight teams of 
eight competed. The Singer group eventu-
ally claimed the major prize, but the real 
winner was the fun had by the 73 members 
who took part. 

Central Otago  Allan Sutton
The beautiful autumns in Central Otago 

suit Vintage motoring so well with sunny 
days, brilliant colours and a crispness that 
means old motors run cool and smooth.

Our annual Golden Times Rally in 
old Arrowtown attracted 56 entries and a 
great variety of Veteran, Vintage, and later 
classes enjoyed a relaxed and friendly time 
together exploring the Wakatipu highways 
and byways. Members from Auckland to 
Invercargill attended, with a welcome 
contingent of Delage Machinery from 
across NZ swelling the happy ranks. Overall 
winners were Margy and Nevin Gough from 
Dunedin in their sparkling red 1918 Ford 
Model T van.

Our busy branch also hosted the South 
Island Veteran Rally in February, essentially 
based around Cromwell and utilising our 
clubrooms as a base. The more than 50 
Veteran cars which included a great variety 
of makes from Locomobile to Napier, 
Mitchell and Clement Bayard to name but 
a few, motored around Bendigo, Wanaka 
and old Otago places of interest. Our newly 
completed “Barn” was put to good use as 
a dining BBQ venue under the capable 
auspices of our “Cook master” supreme 
Barry Drake and team.

Organisers Wendy and John Martin and 
Tracy and Alon Mayhew should be congrat-
ulated on this superb event, the accolades 
just keep coming.

Sunday Meetings continue to be well 
patronised with always a promise of some 
event to follow our traditional pot luck 
lunch, also a great chance to enjoy each 
other’s company and cars in a relaxed 
manner.

Our Next (May) meeting will be to 
Wanaka, this time cooking our lunch 
enroute courtesy of manifold heat, novel for 
sure and one can only imagine the recipes 
that may become legendary - watch this 
space!

Like most branches we anticipate fresh 
changes at our AGM in June, with new 
willing members eager to take up the 
reigns. 

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
Barry and Tessa Keene again planned 

another exceptional rally, this time to 
Palmerston North in February to take part 
in their Annual rally. We left Thursday 
firstly heading to the Pureora Forest to 
the landmark indicating the centre of the 
North Island. On Friday we travelled down 
Turakina Valley Road where we saw some 
incredible countryside and of course kept 
off the main roads. We had lunch at Otairi 
School, which has only five students who 
enjoyed looking over our cars and having 
rides around their play field. On Saturday 

we took part in the Palmerston North rally 
having lunch at the Tui Brewery and the 
afternoon part was around the Windmill 
countryside. On Sunday we left for head 
home, some deciding to make the most 
of the different area and took the scenic 
route from Taihape over the Gentle Annie 
to Hastings which was not too gentle with 
steep hills and lots of road works but was 
very enjoyable.

Branch members have taken part in other 
rallies including Taupo and the Manawatu 
Classic Truck rally.

Phil Leaming has purchased a 1914 
Overland. This project will keep him very 
busy for a while and we will watch with 
interest.

Far North    Dave Duirs
Another popular midweek run took 

twenty folks to Whangaroa’s Luke’s Cafe 
for lunch followed by a look in at the newly 
rebuilt and lifted Kaeo Rugby Clubrooms 
– this place is a huge credit to the Kaeo 
stalwarts, and the support from all over NZ, 
in rebuilding after two efforts in 2007 were 
flooded out.

We hosted this year’s Annual Campout 
with our Dargaville counterparts on a 
private spot on Otengi beach. The fishing 
was good, the grub superb and the company 
the best under canvas or van. As always 
these are most memorable weekends of 
socialising and Vintage car speak at very 
special venues.

The Bairds organised an excellent Brian 
Parker Memorial Rally with participants 
from as far south as Wellington. Roadside 
clues kept most of us in the right direction 
most of the time. A good mix of old 
vehicles travelled from Waipapa through 
gravel roads across to SH1, a touring section 
over the Mangamuka ranges and then more 
twisty gravel back to the clubrooms to enjoy 
a dinner prepared by non participating 
members ably organised by the Pooleys. 
Some went astray, some broke down and 
some just took a long time to get there, but 
determined as ever, Peter and Merril Harris 
took the trophy!

The last of a long summer saw some 
cars venture south to various events with 

??
Brian Parker Run: Under Starters orders. 
W Matthews '27 Chev

Canterbury: Commercial Rally 2009

Canterbury: Rally Brief
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the Bairds scoring very well at the Zephyr 
convention and the Stevensons scoring well 
from a visit to Parts Heaven at Horopito. 
Its been great to see some of the Vintage 
vehicles out on the runs as they have been 
hiding a bit in recent years in favour of 
the more comfortable P60Vs. Our organi-
sation caters for a wide spectrum but this 
Branch is doing its best to arrange events to 
which the older, slower, and to some more 
deserving, oldies can come along.    

Gisborne   Rodney Clague.
After many years in hibernation our 

Morris Commercial truck, through the 
expertise of Mark Dunn and his followers, 
was finally put back on the road in February 
with a new warrant and registration. The 
magneto had been playing up at times and 
Mark was able to convert it to coil and 
distributor with bits located in our parts 
shed, and it has made a big difference to its 
performance.

Our February Mystery Tour consisted 
of a short drive along the beachfront to 
the confluence of the Waipaoa River 
where it meets Poverty Bay. From there it 
was a leisurely drive to Ormond to view 
Trevor Jukes’ landfill operation followed 
by afternoon tea beside a man-made lake 
among the nearby pine forest. 

Our March club run was organised by 
Ron Hopps and took us on a leisurely cruise 
to the Patutahi Quarry. We were treated 
to an address on the history of the quarry, 
followed by a DVD presentation including 
footage from an old 8mm film showing clips 
from over the years. Interesting to see old 
Austin and Bedford trucks working their 
hearts out to deliver the goods. Outside was 
an assortment of old quarrying vehicles, 
including a good selection of Aveling-
Barford dumpers still in daily use.

Tony Bartlett took up the offer to use 
the Morris Commercial on this run as 
a shakedown to test its reliability; sadly 
he only got two miles into the run when 
ominous noises from the engine depart-
ment forced him to stop. The sump has 
since been removed and the culprit was 
found to be a collapsed big-end bearing — 
all four will now be redone to ensure that 
the problem won’t happen again.

In the past couple of months members 
have attended the Model T Rally in 
Blenheim (Mark Dunn), the Commercial 
Rally in Feilding (Graeme Revell and 
Rodney Clague), and the North Island 
Easter Rally in Hastings (Brian Butler and 
Rodney Clague). 

Gore   Raewyn Dodds
Gerry Kennedy and Lochie Young put 

a lot of work into making an interesting 
outing for everyone on the Festival Rally 
in February, unfortunately the weather 
gods did not shine on Gore! The run was 
held in very wet conditions but thanks to 
warm, dry clubrooms, good food and great 
company all entrants went home remem-
bering only the good things about the day. 
Prizes were shared around all the supporting 
clubs, including our intrepid South Island 
Club Captain and his lovely wife. 

The Frank Robson and Clearwater 
Capers were held at the beginning of March 
on what turned into a rather wet afternoon. 
Each run went in different direction, with 
the CC Run being slightly longer. A good 
turnout of cars all arrived at the Gore 
Racecourse at a similar time, for a very 
enjoyable afternoon tea at the Colony 
Restaurant.

March was finished off with our Ladies 
Run organised this year by Margaret.

A good-sized contingent from our branch 
went to Ashburton for the Easter Rally and 
came back singing the praises of the host 
branch. A well-organised event on excellent 
roads made for a great rally, good venues, 
plenty of food and perfect weather certainly 
gave it the big tick from our guys and gals.

We have just completed the Central 
Otago Autumn Rally at Arrowtown. It 
too was held in perfect conditions and we 
were once again taken through some inter-
esting countryside. The autumn colours 
were stunning and the hospitality excellent. 
What more do we need! We now have a 
winter project! Our wee car didn’t quite 
make it home from the finish but what 
better way to keep fellow club members 
busy for the winter.

Horowhenua   Peter Nightingale
Over the last few months we have 

all had a busy time with meetings and 
working bees surrounding the 21st National 

Brian Parker Run: Waiting their turn.                 Some got tired!!

Horowhenua: Mark Morgan Jeep Horowhenua: Bill Munroe at Te Manawa Palmerston North. 
21st National Motor Cycle Rally
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Motorcycle Rally that we have just hosted. 
It was a great success and there will be 
photos and an article in a future issue of 
Beaded Wheels. Two hundred motorbikes 
were displayed in an excellent show on the 
Saturday night.

It was good to see Neil Whittaker out 
in his TR7 sports car on a Sunday run 
recently. These are not aimed at long hours 
of motoring but with a run and a visit of 
some interest followed by afternoon tea 
at the clubrooms. Enjoyed by all who take 
part.

Our swapmeet last weekend was held at 
the clubrooms and there were 130 stalls. A 
large number of Vintage and Post-Vintage 
cars were on display.

The parts shed was a buzz with parts 
going out at a great rate. At one stage I 
looked around to see a Model T motor 
moving across the paddock with at least 
five guys attached to it!

Mark Morgan now has his Jeep in the 
shed and is scratching his head as what to 
do with it as Lynette says the Chev Tourer 
is next. Mark is interested in members’ 
comments on the Jeep. We think at one 
stage it may have had a body put on it 
for field ambulance? Top wood is totara 
and rimu so the body is New Zealand 
built. It is thought to have originated from 
Paekakariki. Mark sold it in 1970 but it was 
given back to him by the farmer’s family 
after 40 years sitting in the barn, as the 
owner has gone into a home. 

Manawatu  Brian McPherson
A good number of our members attended 

the Horowhenua Branch Swapmeet and 
enjoyed the day, in spite of the lousy weather 
forecast. In anticipation of wet weather my 
wife and I had gone well prepared, except 
for sunhats, which proved to be what was 
needed. I haven’t heard if anyone bought 
many or any treasures.

This year’s AGM was fairly straight 
forward, with the current full committee 
being re-elected unopposed to continue 
running our branch for the next twelve 
months.

Early in April our branch hosted both an 
Austin touring group and the North Island 
Club Captain’s Tour. A barbeque dinner 
was held at our clubrooms for sixty people.

Ten cars and crews travelled to Hawke’s 
Bay for an enjoyable time at the North 
Island Easter Rally with Dave and Liz 
Livingston gaining second place in the 
challenging technical section, well ahead of 
other experienced entrants.

Due to other commitments and night 
school classes I have been out of touch with 
some branch activities but look forward 
to the PV Rally starting from Pahiatua in 
May.

Marlborough   John White
Our branch activities started off in 

March with a visit to our friendly Vehicle 
Testing Station for the six-monthly invasion 
of Vintage cars and bikes. A very good 
attendance as usual for this important day 
as members take advantage of the great 
service given by the testing station staff 
who have become acquainted with most of 
our vehicles and give us a fair and thorough 
examination. 

Next was the usual visit to Greymouth 
to attend their branch’s Annual Rally.  

Our motorcycle section held an inter-
esting mystery run on a fine day, which 
ended up at the Wairau Hotel for lunch. A 
team was seen busily engaged in examining 
entrants’ bikes to pick the winner of locally 
awarded Keown Cup. 

Thirteen entrants from this branch 
attended the National Vintage Motorcycle 
rally – not a bad effort. I am taking 
advantage of Trevor Harris’s good nature 
to quote his words from his report in our 
branch newsletter as follows. “Last but 
not least, a pat on the back for our Inter 
Branch team and selector Ian Paynter. 
Owing to one of the team arriving late 
after stopping on the rally to assist another 
rider, Marlborough were the last team to 
compete and some other branch teams 
who had already posted good results may 
have been feeling confident. Steve led off 
for us on his 1951 Matchless and rode an 
almost perfect round. Louise backed up 
on her 1955 AJS. If opposition confidence 
returned at the sight of a lady entering 
the fray, it disappeared as she competently 
consolidated what was looking like a high 
placing. Glen lined up the 1927 Triumph 
for the final ride of the competition and as 
he finished our team cheerleader, Mindy, 
was confidently saying, “We have stuffed all 
of them” or thoughts to that effect.  At the 
dinner when the organisers announced a 
“surprise winner” of the inter branch shield 
she was proved right! 

Nelson  Gordon Taylor
This year got off to an interesting start 

with a film night in January, which featured 
among other things some old footage of a 
1949 Perkins Diesel racer at Indianapolis. 

We tried something a little different 
in February with one of our members, 
Berkhard Strauch leading us in a German 
Night. Following his slides taken from his 
resent visit to the Mercedes museum we 
wandered down the road in Founders to 
the café bar. Here we had prepared German 
sausages to be washed down with Founders 
beer (which is brewed in a near German 
tradition – well close enough). It was a very 
social evening well attended by members’ 
partners.

In March we had a guest speaker tell 
us all about his experiences taking part 
in a motorcycle tour in India using their 
Royal Enfields. Whilst the tourists stayed 
in their pre-booked hotels the bikes were 
cleaned and serviced for the next day. They 
made for a splendid sight lined up outside, 
contrasting with their dusty surroundings. 
From the pictures we were shown it appears 
that you can drive on the left, the right, 
middle or in fact any part of the road or off 
it, you just take your chances!  

As usual we took the opportunity to 
hold a gymkhana event on the Bristol 
Green at Founders. The many entrants had 
good fun. Scores very close but there was a 
clear winner - Tony Hansen. 

Northland  Terry Lambess
February 22 saw our members and 15 

plus cars assemble at Nancy and Graeme 
Dawson’s lovely home for a BBQ lunch 
followed by the ladies trying to hammer 
in a nail, while the guys tried to thread a 
needle!

After lunch it was off down Maungakahia 
Road, Otaika Valley Road and on to SH1. 
All silent checks and questions! Then on 
through Oenraki to Parua Bay then a turn 
left up into the hills, finally ending up at 
Ford Heaven. There was even a stockcar 
track and they gave us all a demo with two 
cars (No 3 rolled over). We then browsed 

Marlborough: John White’s two daughters, Norma 
and Julie, by his Austin A35,navigators during the 
recent West Coast Rally. Taken at Jackson’s Hotel.

Marlborough: Entrants in our local mystery run 
for the motorcycles ending at the Wairau Hotel for 
lunch.
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through all the sheds where Roy London 
found a piston needed to repair his Model 
A, which unfortunately broke down on the 
day (Roy still made the rally in his modern). 
The winners of the rally were Bev and Doug 
Grant of Dargaville, well done!

March 22 $5.00 Pizza night at the 
clubrooms followed by the Night Rally. The 
first part of the rally required the members 
to try and answer a fun sheet (much 
laughter here).  When they finished the fun 
sheet they then set off into the night while 
yours truly checked the results of the fun 
sheet. The four guests that visited us for the 
evening also entered the event (two from 
Australia, two from Wellington) a branch 
member travelled with them to make sure 
they made it back for supper! On the final 
count the team of Noeline and Lawrence 
Hillier won the Night Rally, well done.

On 19 April members travelled out to 
the recently opened Helena Bay Café and 
Art Gallery to enjoy afternoon tea and 
admire the art on display and for sale (at 
some of the prices asked some members 
may take up art). Despite the somewhat wet 
weather we all had a most enjoyable time.

North Otago  Kathleen Perry
The last weekend in February saw 

members travelling to Queenstown for 
the Auto Extravaganza. Branch members’ 
vehicles entered in the Friday Night Car 
Cruise and the Saturday display were: Dick 
and Beth Wardell’s 1923 Lorraine-Dietrich 
which was placed second in the Veteran 
and Vintage section; Norman Fisher’s 1966 
Pontiac, Trevor Appleby’s 1937 Lincoln 
driven by Tony and Sarah Green and Keith 
and Kathleen Perry’s 1948 Ford Mercury. A 
number of other branch members attended 
the large Car Show at the Queenstown 
Event Centre.

North Otago Branch along with the 
North Otago Car Club Trust held its 
inaugural Coal Pit Hillclimb at Ngapara 
on Saturday 28th March. Altogether there 
were 47 entries and the winner of the VCC 
section was D. Harris of Invercargill driving 
a Formula Ford.

At our April Club Night John Adamson, 
one of our foundation members spoke about 
the vehicles he has owned and restored. His 
talk generated an interesting discussion and 
there was a lot of reminiscing about vehicles 
of the past in North Otago.

On Saturday 18th April 29 motorcy-
cles took part in the Gerald Lynch-Blosse 
Memorial Motorcycle Rally. After morning 
tea entrants rode in brilliant weather 
to Burnside for lunch and back to the 
Clubrooms for afternoon tea and the 
presentation of trophies. A special feature 
was a newly restored 1942 BSA M20 that 
had belonged to Gerald Lynch-Blosse. It 
was the first of the BSA war models to 
be registered in New Zealand and when 
Gerald sold it to Bruce Murray of Dunedin 
in November 2003 it was part assembled 
but mostly in boxes. Bruce has restored it to 
like-new condition even down to the army 
flat-khaki paint. His intention to ride it in a 
Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial Motorcycle 
Rally was achieved in 2009 on its first 
outing. It was fitting he was placed first in 
the Vintage section and the bike was voted 
Riders’ Choice by the participating riders.

Otago  Arthur Bennett
Our first run in March was the Vintage 

Venture, organised by Ray Hall who, about 
the same time, featured on TVs Fair Go 
programme in his Model T Tourer re-enacting 
a shuttle bus journey from Christchurch-
Dunedin where the driver forgot to pick up 
some passengers at Timaru, drove through 
to Oamaru where he received messages from 
his passengers still waiting at Timaru 80 
kilometres away. He must have given it some 
thought? So he dropped of his passengers at 
Oamaru then returned back to Timaru to 
pick up the passengers he had forgotten to 
pick up, then made the return journey to 
Oamaru. All of this probably took 2½ hours. 
He then picked up the passengers he had left 
at Oamaru. Heading south he went about 
5kms before the bus ran out of fuel, he then 
asked the passengers to push the bus for an 
unknown distance probably to the nearest 
house so he could get fuel. It all sounded like 
it happened at night, about October 2008.

Back to Ray Hall and his Vintage 
Venture. Fifteen cars took part in a run 
around Dunedin and then out to the Taieri 
Aerodrome, famous for training Air Force 
pilots during and after WWII, where the 
Wings and Wheels show was being held.

The branch has managed to dispose of 
the two 1936 Morris Twelves which were 
left to it.

The motorcycle section have been very 
active, a number attending the National 
Rally and the Gerald Lynche-Blosse 
Memorial Motor Cycle Rally organised by 
the North Otago Branch in memory of 
Gerald. Ron Gilbert won the P60 Class. 

Brian Walker has sold his Veteran 
Darracq to a North Island investor.

South Canterbury   Shona & Bill Weir
Ladies Rally 25 Jan – A good turnout of 

members participated in a very enjoyable 
day for the annual Ladies Rally compiled 
by John Knowles, Shona and myself. 
Instructions were via a highlighted map 
showing the route and destination. The 
morning rally route traversed Rosewill 
area out through Levels to Arowhenua, 
with lunch at the Turley farm homestead 
Trevenna. The afternoon run took us via 
Orari, on up Pleasant Valley and across to 
Te Moana Road to the Knowles property. 
First stop was his workshop to view his 
collection, including the Rolls-Royce Tourer 
recently imported from UK. We moved on 
to the Knowles residence where John and 
Val made us welcome, and awards were 
made. Visitors from Gore Branch were John 
Tremain and his wife Mary who have a very 
large Ford collection ranging from Model 
As through to later model Cortinas. They 
paid a visit to Alan Geary, one of our 
branch’s Ford collectors. 

Fifty-four registered for the 2009 Mid 
Island Rally and 51 cars participated, 
on Sunday 15 March. The weather was 
brilliantly fine, after four weekends of 
wet weather. Two routes were planned 
to the venue at Lindisfarne Camp in the 
Cannington area. The short route was 
direct over the Pareora Gorge while the 
long route was via Evans Crossing, over the 

Far North: enjoying a cuppa at Helena-Bay Café. Parked at the Café Otago: Bruce Murray and his 1942 BSA M20 and 
2 cups, 1st Vintage 1 Riders choice. Formerly owned 
by the late Gerald Lynche-Bosse
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Pareora River to Cavethen doubling back 
to Lindisfarne. A time trial was held in 
the first section, John and Janet Campbell 
completing it in exactly the correct 
estimated time. 

The afternoon field tests provided some 
interesting results with cars having to back 
into a garage space!

All in all a good Mid Island Rally, 
enjoyed by all those who participated. 

South Otago  Glenice Smith
Thanks to branch member Gordon 

Duthie who spoke at the February meeting 
about water purification and filtering, to 
Malcolm and Shirley Thomson who spoke 
at the March meeting about there trip to 
America and seeing the Marathon Car. 
Malcolm has also become the proud owner 
of a 1925 Alvis Ducksback imported from 
Australia. Well done to Wayne and Jan Batt 
for organizing a great trip to Invercargill 
for the 10th Weekender. On the Saturday 
there was a run to Riverton and a look 
at the Paua Shop, then on to Otautau for 
morning tea at the local recreation ground, 
and then through Ohai, Nightcaps and on 
to Mossburn. On the way we had a chance 
to see first hand the Wind Farm on White 
Mountain. The wind turbines (28 we 
counted) are very impressive. Lunch was at 
the Mossburn sports ground where delicious 
strawberries for sale at the gate were an 
unexpected treat. After lunch some went 
back to Invercargill through Dipton and 
Winton, and some through Browns, Lochiel 

and Lornville with everyone meeting back 
at the motel for the evening meal and 
prizegiving. Next morning there was a visit 
to the Richardson Truck Museum, which 
took about two hours to look around. Well 
done to Wally and Allison Ollerenshaw, 
Robin and Margaret McCall who came 
home with prizes from the Gore Rally. 
There were 27 entries in the Motorcycle 
Rally – a great day everyone had a good 
time. Thanks to all who helped behind the 
scenes. 

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
Thirteen cars and 26 enthusiastic 

members headed for a central North Island 
Odyssey on Taranaki Anniversary weekend. 
They travelled through to Whangamomona 
and then on to Taumaranui. Views of the 
Raurimu Spiral Railway were shrouded in 
mist so we were unable to see this fasci-
nating railway track. A visit to Horopito 
Motors, set in fifty acres and packed with 
old cars, was well worth the visit. Heading 
for home we passed through Raetihi via 
the Wanganui River Road and stopped at 
Pipiriki, Jerusalem and the old 1854 mill 
with great view of the Wanganui River.

A scenic drive through a tunnel on a 
back country Taranaki Road in the Uriti 
valley some beautiful motoring roads with 
some metal and twice over the historic 
Bertrand road swing bridge had entrants 
singing the praise of the organisers of the 
annual Maunga-Moana rally held at Anzac 
weekend. Seventy-two entrants enjoyed this 

annual event. The dinner and prizegiving 
was held at the Plymouth Hotel with the 
lunch packs and morning and afternoon tea 
provided by our own members’ catering team.
The overall winners were local branch 
members Rodney and June Oliver of New 
Plymouth driving a 1951 Morris Minor. They 
won the Castle Cup, the Bowman/Bognuda 
Cup, the Findlay Cup and the Kirkby Cup. 
Congratulations and well done for a fine 
effort. Other cup winners were; Wally Hunt 
and Robert Gudopp, the Max Fisher Cup; 
Ian and Joycelyn Bleakley, the Les Anglis 
Cup; Geoff and Marlene Blackbourne, the 
Cornwall cup and the Gordon Wicks cup; 
Shelly and Riley Wilson, the Merv Barras 
Cup. Congratulations to all entrants who 
won prizes.

Taupo  Jack Hindess
March is the month for our Annual 

Taupo Goodyear Rally, which attracted 
45 cars covering all categories except 
Veteran. The weather was kind to us and 
we all enjoyed a pleasant run through the 
rural countryside ending up at the Upper 
Atiamuri School, which was our lunch stop 
and venue for the afternoon gymkhana. 
The run, organised by Marty Sutherland, 
embraced the usual straightline naviga-
tion, silent checks and a good smattering 
of questions to keep us on our mettle. 
The gymkhana included the old horn and 
light test which is always good for a laugh 
and with a few driving tests made a good 
afternoon event.

The dinner was held in the Founders 
Lounge because the numbers were just too 
great for our clubrooms. However all went 
well and the winners of the various catego-
ries were:
Vintage
Ray Perry        1930 Austin 7 Chummy
PV
John and Shirley Foot        1937 Buick
PWV 
Steve and Joy Growden        1951 Vauxhall LIP
P60V
Don and Lindsay Missen        1969 Rover 3.5
Motorcycle
Glen Bright        1930 Douglas 
Commercial
Phil and Gail Menzies         1947 Ford Jailbar

Over the Easter weekend we had the 
Model A Ford Club in town and we assisted 
in their rally and in marshalling entrants. 
The rally finished in Mangakino and they 
had various events centred around the Taupo 
North Domain where the vehicles were on 
public display. Of particular interest, they 
had the running gear of a Model A divided 
into several critical elements, e g chassis, 
engine and gearbox, wheels, steering gear, 
etc. Teams of six then competed to get the 
running gear assembled and drive it for a 

South Canterbury
Left top: Local members vehicles driving through the Pareora Ford on the Mid Island Rally. 

Left bottom: Rob and Diane Ross in their Chrysler 77 roadster on Mid Island Rally.

Right top: Trevenna, this is what the Turley Homestead would have looked like in the early 1930s with 
vehicles of this era parked out front. Mrs Turley Snr seen here beside the Austins, Model A pickup.

Right bottom: Lunch beside the pond at Kinnoul
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short distance. I understand that the best 
time was about five minutes. The bystanders 
really enjoyed the show. 

Waikato   Trudy Woolley
On 1 March our annual Vintage Venture 

Rally was organised by Howard and Diane 
Porteous and commenced at Bedford Park, 
Matamata winding its way through the 
Waikato Countryside ending up in the 
clubrooms at Cambridge. Overall winners 
were Paul and Carol Fussey.

Club Captain Graham Pate led a team of 
20 members in nine cars and one campervan 
on a two-day tour of the Awhitu Peninsula 
(near South Auckland) in March. Branch 
chairman, Les Webster, towed a caravan 
behind his Model A Ford. 

The motorcycle section’s Mooloo 
Meander was held 4 April, organisers were 
Murray McKie and Peter Spiller. 64 entrants 
took part including a motorcycle stalwart 
from Auckland, Tom Belch, who is 80 
years old and unfortunately has had to give 
up riding but attended in his car. A very 
successful event and enjoyed by all who 
took part in it. Overall winner was Don 
Green, riding his 1953 Norton. Highest 
placed Waikato member was our Club 
Captain, Graham Pate, who unfortunately 
suffered a hamstring injury early in the day, 
stretching his leg from the bike down to the 
road but still managed to carry on. 

Our Club Secretary, Bob Hayton has also 
been in the wars and suffered minor injuries 
to his arm after detaching himself from his 
bike in a racing event. He also suffered the 
indignity of a valve coming loose in the 
engine on his motorcycle, during another 
event, effectively destroying the engine.

On 8 April the club held its annual 
prizegiving for branch members. The awards 
were as follows:
Attendance: Stu Clotworthy

Sportsman of the Year: Colin and Donna Storey 
(joint)
Hard luck:   Bob Hayton
Best article adventure:   Jillian Hayton
Best Supporter of the Venture Magazine: Bob Hayton

At the same meeting 25-year badge 
presentations were made to Mike Rees, 
Graeme Luxford, Paul Hanes, Paul Fussey 
and Maureen Finucane.

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball 
A Wellington couple driving a Veteran 

1914 Humber took the main honours in the 
Rex Porter Memorial Rally on Saturday. 
The event, the major annual car event 
run by the Wairarapa branch, attracted 40 
entries from around the lower North Island. 
Driver Michael Curry collected trophies for 
the best performance by a Veteran car, the 
W G Laing Memorial Cup, as well as the 
Rex Porter Memorial Trophy, and his wife 
Jane picked up the Roy Elwin Navigator’s 
Plate.

There was another husband and wife 
effort, Tony Lane winning another W G 
Laing trophy for best performance Vintage 
car in his 1929 Willys-Knight, and wife 
Myrna, in her 1951 Citroen, heading up the 
most successful women’s team.

The Jones Cup for best performance by 
a Post-Vintage car went to Barry Wells, in a 
1938 Chevrolet, and the R G and R Elwin 
Cup for best performance post-war car or 
motorcycle, was won by S Warren in a 1954 
Riley. 

Palmerston North visitor John Callesen’s 
1918 Cadillac took the Wagg Cup for best-
presented General Motors vehicle and the 
Churchill Cup for Post-1960s cars went to 
Tony Pritchard in his 1974 Triumph.

A hard luck prize went to Marion Sims 
and her granddaughter Claudia Edwards, 
aged 8. A fuel leak in their Fiat Bambina 
led to them running out of gas just 100 

metres short of the finish. They pushed the 
car from there to the finish line, to a burst 
of applause.

There were two routes in the morning, 
both to the east of Masterton, 88½ miles 
for the faster cars and 63½ miles for the 
Veterans. In the afternoon the cars toured 
around Carterton as the crews answered 
a quiz and spotted silent checks – signs 
with car names on the side of the road. 
Unfortunately, somebody stole one of the 
signs.

Waitemata  Di Humphreys
We have been enjoying great weather 

over the last few months and Sunday 29 
March was no exception. Springhill once 
again proved to be a great day for those who 
attended. We had a smaller than normal 
entry and with a prompt start and a short 
lunch break we found that by 3pm we were 

Wellington: The winners ... Michael and Jane Curry, of 
Wellington, in their 1914 Humber.

Waitemata: left, F86 Sabre at Ardmore and Line-up at Springhill. Right: Di Humps in MG C Type, Brian Fleeton, Austin 7 Special and Donn Sharp’s MG 
Midget behind
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ready to call it a day. The timed Wiggle 
Woggle always proves popular but by the 
time we got to enjoy that event a number 
of us had fallen by the wayside. Graeme 
Banks had difficulty keeping the Buckler 
running and Donn Sharp had intermittent 
problems with his MG Midget. Ian Garmey 
had his Cooper out for the first time in 
about 15 years but sadly it proved stubborn 
and only got to actually partake of one 
attempt at the Flying 1/4 Sprint. Jacqui 
Goldingham participated for the first time 
in her ‘24 Sunbeam roadster and although 
Ian Goldingham had his Lea Francis 
roadster there, with a slipping clutch he 
opted to marshal instead of competing. 

Di’s Dalliance, held on Sunday 19 
April took Waitemata’ites, FOB’s and 
invited Daimler SP250 Club members on 
a tour ‘overseas’ to places unknown by 
North Shore’ites. Meeting for a change on 
the other side of the Harbour Bridge, we 
took in the sights through Cornwell Park, 
through the back, older part of Onehunga, 
into Mangere and around the back blocks 
of the Auckland Airport before finally 
arriving at AVSpecs, Ardmore Airfield. 
Robert McNair took us on a tour of the 
AVSpecs workshop. The workmanship and 
the variety of aircraft under restoration 
were fascinating. After a picnic lunch using 
the AVSpecs facilities we headed off to the 
Gavin Hick’s eclectic collection of cars and 
automobile memorabilia. This was theoret-
ically the end of the event but Robert 
invited those who were still lingering at 
Gavin’s to visit his workshop to inspect 
his Tiger Moth-engined Riley 9 special. 
This machine exhibits the same fastidious 
workmanship and eye for design that his 
previous Austin 7 special had. Thanks to 
Robert’s wife Vivian for generously turning 
on afternoon tea. The day had remained 
dry but overcast and cool and by late 
evening the rain had set in - excellent 
timing methinks!

Wanganui   Fay Chamberlain 
The branch has certainly been busy in 

the community these past couple of months. 
Several organisations (Lions, Rotary, etc) 
have requested Vintage vehicles for display 
and/or use as “great way to see the town”. 
Much goodwill as a result! 

The branch has played host to various 
visiting groups. The Club Captains 
Tour came through for tea prior to the 
North Island Easter Rally. Wellington 
Branch stayed overnight in town, and 
enjoyed “breakfast” at the clubrooms. It’s 
always great to meet members from other 
branches! 

Motorcycles have had their great 
moments too. Wanganui Branch enjoyed 
the opportunity of helping out at 

Horowhenua for the National Motorcycle 
Rally. (Much appreciated by them, and 
very enlightening to those of us who are 
used to doing rallies on 4 wheels). The 
Autumn Motorcycle Trial was also another 
resounding success with 30 plus entries 
(great to see the local press giving good 
coverage too)! The winner this year was 
Norman Hill on his 1954 BSA B33. 

Club nights continue to be well attended. 
50 plus is now the norm! Andrew Heffey 
from Levin proved a very popular speaker. 
After his exhausting, but exciting year in 
Afghanistan with the police he had a great 
story to tell (and show, via the Powerpoint 
presentation). 

Membership application forms continue 
to be filled in!

Wellington  Winton Cleal 
The Wellington Branch has been very 

busy during the summer months. The year 
began with a breakfast run, starting at 
6am at the top of Mount Victoria and 
then a pleasant run around the beautiful 
Wellington Harbour shoreline and ending 
up at our clubrooms for breakfast of bacon 
and eggs. Forty people attended. 

Our Club Captain’s Safari this year 
went to Wanganui with 19 vehicles taking 
part. On the Saturday night we had dinner 
on the old paddle steamer Waimarie. 
Wanganui branch hosted us to breakfast the 
next day. In March, 34 people attended the 
mid-week run to Green Gables Homestead 
at Awahuri near Feilding where there is a 
great collection of Daimlers, Rolls-Royces 
and other vehicles all set amidst beautiful 
gardens. Our film nights continue to be 
popular with some very good films shown 
on our overhead projector. In March we 
had a fish and chip night at Whitieria 

Park with 16 people taking part on a fine 
but cool night. Eighteen cars took part in 
our Gymkhana, which was held at Phil 
and Coral Kidd’s farm. It was fantastic day 
weather wise. After the Gymkhana we had 
a barbeque at Phil and Coral’s home.

Eighteen cars from Wellington Branch 
attended this year’s North Island Easter 
Rally in Hastings. Our branch won the Sun 
Alliance Trophy for the branch with the 
largest percentage of members at the rally. 
Bob and Elsie Ewing won the Todd Park 
Trophy for the most desirable vehicle at 
the rally with their recently restored 1966 
Mustang. 

Wellsford/Warkworth  
 Rita Jorgensen

There was something quite different 
from cars at our March meeting. Dr Roger 
Grace, a marine biologist and photographer, 
gave a very interesting talk and video on 
fish protection in our reserves and around 
the Rodney coastlines and further afield.

On a recent garden club outing I 
travelled to Ruatangata away out west of 
Whangarei. Rhonda and Graeme Phyn 
have a fine view from their house looking 
down a boulder-strewn slope to a large 
man-made lake. In his large shed Graeme 
has two tractors under restoration, both 
Farmalls; a 1953 Cub and a 1947 A. They 
welcome visitors, a great lunch stop on a 
run.

The owner of the 1964 White truck 
mentioned in my last report is Jim Doidge 
(not Dodge).

On an overcast day five cars left 
Warkworth on Sunday 19 April, travelled 
down Highway 16, then through back roads 
to the farm of Mary and Richard Lloyd at 
Wainui, near Helensville for our annual 
gymkhana this year hosted by the Hibiscus 
Coast enthusiasts.

Joined by another five vehicles, after a 
barbecue lunch driving skills were put to 
the test with various competitions. In one, 
drivers had to put four ice-cream container 
lids on the ground in such a manner so that 
when the vehicle stopped over them all 
four wheels had to each be on a lid. Various 
turning and backing skills were involved 
to make an interesting afternoon. No real 
overall winner but lots of fun. 

Due to the Rodney Council doing a big 
upgrade of the Warkworth Showgrounds, 
and no other suitable venue available, our 
Annual Swapmeet had to be cancelled - 
very disappointing as it is always a popular 
show, and good revenue maker for our 
branch.

Wanganui: Autumn Motorcycle trial, Roger Allan 
1926 Indian Scout.
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Ray Lindsay was still 

driving his Model T 

right up to his death, 

aged 96. As recently 

as February he and his 

Ford were the featured 

guests for the branch 

monthly meeting.

We reproduce here 

some of what he 

had to share:

A large crowd of friends and family attended the funeral of 
Ray Lindsay. Typically, his white 1916 Model T Ford was parked 
close at hand as it had been for 55 years, marking  the period of 
the old-car movement in Southland. Just last year he featured in 
it during the Ford T centennial, in a clip for TV One news, where 
the reporter was charmed with the idea that a man in his late 90s 
was deftly piloting a piece of history in modern traffic. 

Ray was a founding member of the Southland Vintage Car 
Club Branch before it affiliated with the fledgling Vintage Car 
Club of NZ. He owned several cars and motorcycles including a 
1909 Renault and briefly a 1913 Star roadster but the Ford was 
his pride and joy, and vigorously campaigned in every local event. 
Long before period costume became fashionable, Ray would 
appear in a striped jacket and straw boater and this is our lasting 
memory of him. He took the car to Australia and was an entrant 
in the recent National Veteran Rally in Cromwell.

At early meetings I recall, Ray would always have a probing 
and highly specific question about the annual accounts, leading 
to everyone sitting up straighter. It always appeared that he was 
satisfied with the answer given. I asked him once what this was all 
about and he confessed that it was good for people to know that 
someone was on the case. It kept the team honest! The actual 
answer didn’t matter much as long as there was one.

Ray was the auctioneer for years during our annual fund-raiser 
and these nights were not to be missed. He loved practical jokes 
but could also take it when the joke was on him. One memorable 
night in our big parts shed, Ray was standing on the running 
board of the Ford to get some height while he raised the bidding. 
Various items were handed up to him to sell and the evening was 
going brilliantly. He sold off some excellent Ford T bits, hubcaps 
and radiator cap but when he was holding up the spare wheel he 
realised it was his own car he was being given in handfuls. Those 
memories are a privilege.

Ray was a mentor figure in our Branch and Patron for the last 
twenty years. He barely missed a meeting in over half a century 
and could always be relied on for a positive contribution to ideas 
and initiatives. He was very proud of his 50 Year badge and certifi-
cate. In February this year he was our featured member and car of 
the month where he told us the inside story of the Ford’s history. 
At the conclusion he made a tidy and unobtrusive exit. He has 
now done it again.

Our condolences are extended to his wife Lou and his extended 
family. Their loss is also ours as something in the life of our 
branch will never be quite the same again.

 Alastair McIntosh

Ray Lindsay 1912-2009
Southland Branch Patron and Life-member

I was always keen on motorcycles and old cars. When I was 
told about an old car in Mossburn, I rang Mr. Carston, a farmer, 
and he said “Come up and take it away! We’re going to dump it.” I 
borrowed a truck (left hand drive), went to Mossburn and found a 
Model T Ford in a sorry state. Hens had been roosting in it for 10 
to 20 years. The body was not too bad, but there was no hood or 
front axle or tyres. It had stood in a shed for many years. However 
we loaded it onto the truck and drove back to Invercargill. The 
engine was going after three months. It was pretty rough so I got 
Tarz Sim to rebore it. I purchased four new Dunlop tyres and tubes 
(they cost a lot of money in those days) to make the car ready for 
the opening rally of the Southland Vintage Car Club on 29 May 
1955. That rally went to Lex Young’s Branxholme farm where we 
had three field tests. I finished with a first and two second awards. 
The rally in 1956 was for Veterans only. Afterwards we called into 
the Riverton Pub for a couple of beers to celebrate.

I have rallied three times to Australia; to national and interna-
tional rallies, and have travelled thousands of miles in the white 
coloured Model T. 

On the first trip to Australia, there were restrictions on taking 
money over there, so I put a wad of notes in the transmission. We 
had to drive it from the wharf since there was a wharfies strike 
and the money was covered in oil. The banks wouldn’t take it to 
start off, but I cleaned it off and made up a story to cover the dirty 
money. They paid out.

We used to have more fun in the old days. There were not so 
many traffic cops about. You’ve got to be more careful today.

At my age you lose your memory a bit, but I still have an eye for 
beauty though.”

Ray was asked: “Who put the dead possum in Warren Jordan’s 
car at Brighton? Who was that?” Ray replied “Yeah, I know. It 
wasn’t Warren Jordan’s car. It was Jack Toomey’s!”

“We had a lot of fun in those Brighton days. I’ve been to 20 
Brighton rallies over the years. It’s a good club. It looks after us.”

He was also asked: “When did you paint it white?” “Bob 
McDowell painted that. It had been black at the start. (Probably 
painted white in the late 50s). Still like the colour. It’s a bit hard 
to keep clean, and quite distintive. I’m fond of it.”

“I still think it’s my pride and joy. It looks beautiful sitting 
there. It does about 20 to the gallon. It uses a bit of oil.
I don’t drive it over 35 mph. Keep the speed down and they
last forever.” bw

OBITUARY
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 Beaded Wheels 55

32 years experience • qualified tradesman
cars • trucks • tractors • motorbikes • full or part restorations undertaken

P 03 314 4992  M 027 221 8092 email thescotts@scorch.co.nz

FORMERLY PEARSONS VINTAGE CARS

Classic and Vintage Restorations
NORTH CANTERBURY
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on
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