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All administration matters should be addressed to 
the NatioNal office in the first instances.

The VinTAge CAr Club of new ZeAlAnd (inC.)
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Po box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
Phone 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 
email admin@vcc.org.nz
 
MAnAgeMenT CoMMiTTee 
Please note this information changes annually 
- these details are valid until August 2010.

PreSidenT 
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greg Terrill 
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Club CAPTAin norThern region 
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John Chynoweth 
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SeCreTArY/ TreASurer 
Michael lavender  
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SPeed STewArd 
frank renwick 
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MAnAgeMenT CoMMiTTee
bob ballantyne 
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony bartlett 
06 867 9850  

diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  dianeandgeoff@paradise.net.nz 

beAded wheelS ChAirMAn 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

VCCnZ ArChiViST 
betty wallace 
03 942 2723  gbwallace@netspeed.net.nz

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCnZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
AShburTon 
Po box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AuCKlAnd 
Po box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
bAnKS PeninSulA  
Po box 22-431, high Street, 
Christchurch 8142 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
bAY of PlenTY  
Po box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CAnTerburY 
Po box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8052 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CenTrAl oTAgo 
C/- 4b roto Place, wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

eASTern bAY of PlenTY  
Po box 2168, Kopeopeo 
whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
fAr norTh 
C/- Po box 312, Kaitaia 0441 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
giSborne  
Po box 307, gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
gore  
Po box 329, gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
hAwKeS bAY  
Po box 3406, napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
horowhenuA  
Po box 458, levin 5540 
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 

King CounTrY 
C/- 34 house Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MAnAwATu  
Po box 385 
Palmerston north 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MArlborough 
Po box 422, blenheim 7315 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
nelSon  
Po box 3531, richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
norThlAnd  
Po box 17, whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 
norTh oTAgo 
Po box 360, oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 

norTh Shore  
C/- 7 godwit Place, lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
oTAgo  
Po box 5352, dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
roToruA  
Po box 2014, rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SouTh CAnTerburY  
Po box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SouThlAnd  
Po box 1240, invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 
SouTh oTAgo  
C/- M. Tapp, rd 3, warepa, 
balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz

SouTh wAiKATo 
Po box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TArAnAKi  
C/- 86 wilson St, hawera 4610 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAuPo 
Po box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
wAiKATo  
Po box 924, hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
wAiMATe  
4 harris St, waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz
wAirArAPA 
Po box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 

wAiTeMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
wAngAnui  
Po box 726, wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
wellingTon 
Po box 38-418, Petone, 
wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
wellSford/wArKworTh 
Po box 547, warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
weST CoAST  
C/- 9 Stafford rd, 
hokitika 7882 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz 

Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
until october 2010.

The photograph above was supplied by  
Ken Silke.

He found the photo at Nelson Provincial 
Museum. It’s simply titled Freak Car/Bike 
and photographed by F N Jones.

PhOtOGRAPhS ReQUiRed
Submissions of suitable prints and information 
(where available) are welcome.
Please send original photographs of historical 
interest with any available information to:

  
Beaded Wheels,  
Po box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.



Members uncover an Albion lost in a 
levin paddock, page 19.

A fuel injected Cadillac takes to the road, 
page 18.

it was brass galore at the recent national 
Veteran rally, page 20.
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CoVer
Diane Quarrie out and about in her Veteran GWK. Hawke’s Bay 
resounded to the sounds of much spluttering and putting during the 
recent National Veteran Rally. 

 Photo Bruce Hutton, qsm fpsnz
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Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
Club of new Zealand (inc.) and its 35 branches 
covering the length and breadth of the country. 
The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history. it is to these people, who 
appreciate the fascination of age, the individuality 
and the functional elegance of vehicles from a 
bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. by way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
reinforced rubber beads, which fit into the rolled 
edges of the wheel rim. This style of wheel was a 
distinctive feature of early motoring being used 
on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars and most 
motorcycles until 1927. The VCCnZ adopted 
the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly club 
magazine in March 1955 which was the successor 
to the monthly Guff Sheet.
Copyright information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided that 
acknowledgement is made to “Beaded Wheels, 
the magazine of The Vintage Car Club of new 
Zealand (inc)” as the source. Beaded Wheels 
reserves the right to digitally store all published 
material for archival purposes.
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president’s 
message

In 1946, our founder members formed 
this club with a 20 year old eligibility 
rule. One also had to own such a vehicle 
to become a member of the club. The cut 
off point being 1926 meant there were 
no Model A Fords, which probably seems 
strange to our younger members today. 
Over the years, the rules changed and the 
Vintage class ended at 1931. A new class 
of old cars was created and called Post 
Vintage. I can vividly recall the serious 
debate about these modern PV cars being 
allowed into the club and how it would 
be the ruin of this club. In the 1960s and 
1970s cars were old at 10 years, and if well 
used, showed their age. By comparison, 
many cars at 20 years of age now are 
not really considered old, and many today 
could pass for late model cars after travel-
ling several hundred thousand kilometers. 
All my modern vehicles are around 20 
years old and I never think of them as old 
vehicles. When I purchased my Vintage 
cars, they were 40 years old, and are now 
over 80 years. My 1937 Rover was grudg-
ingly accepted by some in the 1970s but 
only after it had been approved by the 
dating committee. On purchasing my Post 
War Vehicle in 1981, I never considered I 
would ever take it to a club event because 
it was far too modern despite it being a 
famous marque. It is 56 years old now, but I 
still think it is modern.

Next year will see the acceptance of 
the first of the new class of club eligible 
vehicles, the Post 80 vehicles. These will 
be vehicles which are at least 30 years after 
the first date of manufacture on the first of 
January of each year. I know that some of 
our older members will think this is a step 
too far, and these vehicles will squeeze out 
the Veteran and Vintage vehicles from the 
club. We are a large organisation catering 
for a wide range of motoring interests and 
the strength of our club is that we can 
support this wide range of interests rather 
than having a narrow focus like some 
of the one make clubs. As the Historic 
Vehicle Authority of New Zealand, we 
have a responsibility to preserve, support 
and represent vehicles which are over 30 
years of age. Catering for other interests 
does not diminish in any way the older 
vehicle sections of our club, but enhances 
the opportunities for all members. I am 
concerned that some of our Vintage and 
Veteran owners feel that they are not as 
well catered for and some do not bring these 
vehicles out to our events. One of my aims 
as President has been to ensure that there 
is support for our original classes of vehicles 

as we see it

Fifty-five years ago, in March 1955, 
issue number one of Beaded Wheels was 
posted to members. The editorial, in part, 
contains the following:

“The first thing to say is this – Beaded 
Wheels is the medium for you to air your 
views, not the medium for us, the Editorial 
Committee to ram ours down your throats, 
The success or failure of it depends on your 
contributions.

The second is a word of warning: this 
Vintage car movement of ours, this, our all 
absorbing pastime is very much in the news. 
...The objects of the club are to preserve and 
maintain Vintage and Veteran cars and at a 
time such as this when publicity and seeming 
prosperity are at a peak let us take particular 
care that these objects are borne in mind and 
that anything to slacken off our ideal be not 
tolerated.”

Over the last 55 years the Vintage Car 
Club has grown to become the Historic 
Vehicle Authority of New Zealand and 
Beaded Wheels has grown to become the 
magazine you are holding now. There are 
very few magazines on the book racks 
today, if any, that have such a long 
unbroken history. You should be proud 
of that, as we are, and it is safe to now 
assume that the VCC and Beaded Wheels 
can only be regarded as successful. Those 
early members, including Andy Anderson 
who penned the above editorial, would 
be proud of the efforts of those who have 
followed them.

However, nothing changes! Please 
continue to send us your offerings on rallys, 
restorations, and rants to the editor.

We have a policy of no poetry and no 
knitting patterns in Beaded Wheels. This 
time we are breaking that rule to bring you 
a poem that was printed in issue number 
one and you will find it on page 11 I found 
it intriguing and still as relevant today as 
55 years ago.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

and that the Veteran and Vintage vehicles 
are always given the status and respect 
that their age and history demands. This 
can only be achieved with the assistance 
of our members who own these vehicles, 
and those who plan and organise suitable 
club events.

I have just had the privilege of attending 
the National Veteran Rally hosted by 
Hawke’s Bay Branch and held in the 
Central Hawke’s Bay district. You will 
find my article on this rally in this issue. 
This was a wonderful event, organised by 
a small group of dedicated Veteran owners, 
with 41 entrants from North Otago to 
Auckland and all points between. Some 
entrants spent days of motoring to get 
there, while many of the small older cars 
were taken there by trailer. I commented 
to Diane Ross (Brass Notes columnist) on 
the Friday night that this gathering felt like 
the first rallies Christine and I attended 
in the early 1970s, and the Veteran group 
still has that friendly, family atmosphere. 
Consideration was given for the wide 
range of ability of the vehicles attending, 
with assistance where needed and alter-
natives where some of the more fragile 
vehicles would find it hard going. Veteran 
owners are a little like our Motorcycle 
section; fiercely independent, and tending 
to stick together and do their own thing 
and feeling that other sections of the club 
do not understand their needs. When I 
spoke at the final dinner, I suggested to 
the entrants that they should go out of 
their way to encourage other members to 
join them on their rallies, as I am sure that 
they would enjoy the experience and gain 
a better understanding of the difficulties 
and limitations some Veterans can experi-
ence. I recognise that in many cases, the 
owners are probably more fragile than their 
vehicles, and that an outing in a 100 year 
old car with little if any shelter from the 
elements is a major challenge when one 
is not a lot younger than the car, but I do 
want to encourage you all to exercise these 
treasures as much as you can. If any of you 
have thoughts on how we can better cater 
for Veterans or encourage more use of these 
vehicles, please make contact with the 
Club Captains or me, and the Management 
Committee will consider your ideas.

One final challenge to all the oldies. 
Please give serious thought to entering your 
Veteran in the 2012 Rally at Wanganui. 
I would love to see a really big turnout 
of Veterans at this rally. You will be well 
catered for, as several of the 2012 Rally 
committee members own early Veterans 
and understand your needs. If you are 
restoring a Veteran to enter in this rally, 
please keep Diane Ross informed of progress 
for her Brass Notes column. I would like to 
end by thanking all the Veteran owners for 
your company over a wonderful weekend 
of motoring and a special thanks to those 
who so generously shared their treasures 
with me. 

John Coomber
National President
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april  
 2-5 Canterbury national South island  

easter rally
 2-5 rotorua national north island  

easter rally
 6-10 rotorua waikaremoana/gisborne
 7 Ashburton Jim’s Tucker run
 7 Canterbury 9-90s outing
 7 hawke’s bay Midweek run
 10 far north brian Parker rally
 10 waikato Mooloo Meander M/C rally
 10 wanganui Autumn Motorcycle Trial
 11 Ashburton PV, PwV run
 11 nelson John white Trophy/ 

restoration of the Year
 12 bay of Plenty Club night
 13 otago Sparkaholics run
 15 Ashburton Club Captains night Trial
 17 banks Peninsula race Meeting ruapuna
 17 Central otago Arrowtown golden Times rally
 17 wellington Twilight rally
 17-18 Marlborough Motorcycle ride to Motueka
 18 Canterbury P Section rally
 18 gore Swap Meet
 18 hawke’s bay Club run
 18 north Shore northern raid
 18 Sth Cant All American day
 18 waikato garden Tour
 18 wairarapa Club Captain’s run
 23-25 Taranaki Maunga Moana rally
 24 Canterbury rural run
 24 nth otago gerald lynch-blosse Memorial 

Motorcycle rally
 25 northland Anzac rally
 25 bay of Plenty AnZAC day half day run
 25 banks Peninsula hadstock gymkhana
 25 nth otago 2nd Jack Crump Trial  

& field Tests
 28 wellington Kapiti Midweek run

 May  
 1 Ashburton Swap Meet
 1 banks Peninsula race Meeting levels
 2 gisborne neil Peterson Trophy run
 2 Manawatu PV / PwV / P60V  rally
 2 northland AgM  and birthday rally

 2 waikato Club Motorcycle run
 8 Canterbury Quiz night
 8 Southland waimea Motorcycle rally
 8-9 wairarapa Motorcycle reliability run
 9 far north Topp Trophy / Mother’s day 

rally
 9 northland Mother’s day run
 10 bay of Plenty Club night
 12 rotorua AgM
 12 Canterbury 9-90’s outing
 12 far north AgM
 13 rotorua Pukehina beach Picnic
 13 nelson Club night
 15 Southland Pw/P60 run
 15-16 Canterbury Autumn Two day run
 16 north Shore branch Club run / Shed raid
 16 rotorua branch Captain’s run
 16 Marlborough AgM
 16 nelson hillclimb event  

Mothers day / ladies run
 16 Sth Cant PV/PwV/P60 rally
 16 waikato Training rally
 18 wellington AgM
 18 otago Sparkaholics run
 22 gore night Trial
 22 northland Motorcycle rally
 23 bay of Plenty breakfast run
 23 wellington ladies rally
 23 Canterbury Scooter run
 28 nelson AgM (new date)
 30 wellington Kapiti Mid week run
 30 Canterbury restoration of the Year run
 30 gisborne Club run

JuNe  
 2 north otago AgM
 3 waitemata AgM
 5-6 waikato double fifty rally
 5-7 wanganui Annual rally
 5-7 Canterbury irishman rally
 6 Sth Cant All british day
 6 west Coast AgM
 6 northland end of registration and  

Annual dinner
 9 Canterbury Motorcycle AgM
 13 rotorua Club run

 13 nelson Club run
 13 gore end of Season run
 13 wairarapa winter wander
 13 west Coast wC Sporting Trial
 14 bay of Plenty AgM
 16 north Shore AgM
 16 gisborne AgM
 19 Manawatu brass Monkey night Trial
 20 Canterbury AgM
 20 Sth Cant end of Season run
 24 Auckland AgM
 26 Canterbury dine & dance
 26 far north Molloy Trophy rally
 26-27 wellington Colonial Cup
 27 bay of Plenty Te Puke garage raid
 27 north Shore north Shore / Auckland  

Combined rally
 30 wellington Kapiti Mid week ru

 July  
 3-4 wellsford/warkworth winter woollies wander
 4 wairarapa Margaret gee Memorial rally
 8 nelson Club night
 8 Sth Cant AgM
 10 horowhenua night owl
 11 northland Mystery bus Tour
 11 rotorua Swap meet
 11 nelson Snow run
 12 bay of Plenty Club night
 18 rotorua Club run
 18 wellington remembrance run
 24-25 Canterbury Motorcycle Mid winter run
 25 bay of Plenty interclub Visit

 28 wellington Kapiti Mid week run

VCC events this list of events is compiled from the VCCnZ national Calendar of events, and branch events  
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS

VCC national events
2011
national Motorcycle rally  north otago 25 - 27 feb
national Veteran rally Ashburton 18 - 20 feb
national easter rally Si  gore   22 - 25 April
national easter rally ni Taranaki 22 - 25 April
2012
international rally Vero rally 2012  
   wanganui 16 - 27 Jan
While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the 
accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise 
readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch 
concerned.
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VCCnZ inc 
national Office, 

PO box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application 
forms and your local branch contact details. You may also contact your local branch directly for 
application forms and details. See page 2.

COOLING SYSTEM
CLEANER

New Product coming to New Zealand
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Harmful Mineral Scale and Oxide Deposits

After Cleaning with Liquid Intelligence 239
Cleans your Cooling System back to new

Did you know?
Scale Deposits:  Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale
2mm thick insulates and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%

Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in the top of the radiator blocking the core
causing further overheating.

Liquid Intelligence 239 dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling system, will not
damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling system metal surfaces to inhibit
further corrosion.

This cleaner works in all engine cooling system applications, including Vintage and Classic cars, trucks,
earthmoving, mining, farm vehicles and equipment.

Comes as a 2.2kg Kit - enough to do 30 litres (3 cars)
$119.00 Including GST and freight anywhere in NZ
$100.00 (if bought with 5 litres of our liquid Intelligence 115 coolant)

                       Refill your Cooling system with our Liquid Intelligence 115 coolant
Boils at 190 deg c             High Thermal efficiency              No Pressure needed
For further info or technical data etc, call Roy King toll free 0800 46 33 46   Anytime

email roylking@xtra.co.nz - website www.liquidintelligence115.com.au.

FiVA Member visits 
new Zealand

Mr Juergen Ockens from Germany 
recently visited New Zealand and took 
the opportunity to catch up with VCC 
National Office. He met with National 
President John Coomber and Secretary/
Treasurer Michael Lavender. While it was 
not an official FIVA visit many items of 
mutual interest were discussed. Juergen is 
one of the presidents of the Schnauferlclub, 
founded in 1900, one of the oldest classic 
car clubs in the world. He has been a 
FIVA director for several years and is still 
very involved in FIVA activities.

Petrol Head 
Heaven 

The current owners have converted 
an ex packing shed in the hills above 
Mapua/Nelson to a spacious home 
(approx 200m2) and in excess of 
1100m2 shed, workshop and display 
space. Set on over 5800m2 as well as 
the main shed which currently houses 
the museum there is further shed 
space, additional lean-to sheds and 
more workshop space.
Zoned Rural 1 it could be used to 
run a storage business, with full 
height entry to all access points you 
can literally drive a Container Truck 
in here and there’s 3 phase power 
throughout.

The separate cool stores can store 
up to 460 bins of fruit and has the 
capacity to earn you $5,000 - $6,000 
per year in additional income.
Nuttall Road sits on the corner of 
Gardner Valley Nelson and is within 
two minutes drive to the access of the 
new Ruby Bay by-pass which is due to 
open in 2010. If you just want storage 
for a car collection or you want to 
develop a business this could be the 
place for you. 
Some of the vintage enthusiasts may 
have already visited this, now is your 
opportunity to buy it.  
Offers over $565,000 considered.

If you are seeking a property you 
can live in/work in and have multiple 

options then phone me now!  

Phone 0272 88 66 44

VCC Subscriptions
Subscription invoices should have been 

received in late January and payment was 
due by 31 March 2010. If you have not yet 
renewed your subscription then this will 
be the last Beaded Wheels you will receive 
until your membership is renewed.

executive Meeting
The Executive meet every March 

and again during the AGM weekend in 
August. The last meeting was held in 
Wellington on 13 March 2010. Minutes of 
these meetings are held by branch secre-
taries and your delegate will also be able to 
report on the event.

notice Of Annual General Meeting
On page 11 you will find a Notice Of 

AGM and information on Election of 
Officers.

John l Goddard trophy
On page 23 you will find a notice 

requesting nominations for this prestig-
ious trophy. Please give some thought 

to putting forward a nomination of a 
deserving member. More information can 
be obtained from the Branch Manual, 
a copy of which is held by your branch 
secretary.

Reminder
The National Office will be operating 

on reduced staff from early May to mid 
June.

Stop Press
FIVA recently announced a growing 

number of countries joining the FIVA 
organisation. The USA, Canada and 
China now belong to FIVA.

We recently had advice from Yang Li 
of the Classic Vehicle Union of China, 
advising of a FIVA B event to be held in 
China later this year, the event dates are 
31 October 2010 – 6 November 2010. It 
will be open to all vehicles from categories 
B to F. 
Contact: Classic Vehicle Union of China 
Website: www.cacc.cc

L-R: Juergen Ockens, VCC National President 
John Coomber, VCC Secretary/Treasurer Michael 
Lavender



acquired and installed and the radio now 
works very well. It is ready to install when 
the car restoration is finished.

Does anyone know of this type of radio 
and can it be identified as to likely year. 
Any information would be appreciated.

Neil Farrer
Member  Wanganui Branch VCC

dear Sir
In your Feb/March 2010 issue, Bill 

Cockram solicits information about the 
three Jaguar XK120 DHCs which were sold 
new in New Zealand in the mid-1950s.

I believe one, originally cream with red 
upholstery and tan hood, was owned by my 
friend Peter Judd of Matai St Riccarton, 
and subsequent sharer of my flat in Kilmore 
St, opposite the entrance to what was then 
the post-Primary Teacher Training College. 
Peter had the car repainted maroon, not 
from necessity, but to improve the appear-
ance.

Peter owned the car for some years and I 
last remembered it in early 1960. I borrowed 
it frequently for dates … girls were very 
impressed!

It seems possible that Peter bought the 
car new, or perhaps as an early subsequent 
owner. Peter worked at aircraft maintenance  
possibly at Harewood or Wigram.

David Garrett

dear Sir
Pictured (top right) is club stalwart Alex 

McLennan’s Vauxhall Special built in 1955 
on a Singer 9 chassis. Powered by a 1500cc 
Vauxhall engine and 3 speed box. It won 

the standing ¼ mile at Teretonga in 1957 in 
a time of 17.03 seconds. It was sold in 1960 
and found again in a dilapidated condition 
in 2005. Alex refurbished the Special to 
make its second debut at the Josephville 
Hill Climb, 21 November 2009 where it still 
humbled some later saloons.

Linda Nunn

dear Sir
I am disappointed at the poor presenta-

tion of 100 years of the Huson marque as 
they played such an important part in early 
New Zealand motoring history – like Aard 
Service Cars.

Surely someone can do better than this 
sketchy article. 

I’m not criticising but the Hudson was 
immortal in these early days.

Dudley Payne
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dear Sir, 
I see that the photos illustrating my 

Delahaye article in Beaded Wheels No 301 
were mistakenly credited to me instead 
of to John McDonald, whose work they 
really were. Like all contributors to Beaded 
Wheels, John donates his time and effort 
to the club without payment and deserves 
at least the recognition of readers for his 
excellent work.

Allan Wylie,
Christchurch.

dear Sir 
The photos are of an ARISTOCRAT 

radio from Todd Motors, Wellington 
concerning my 1938 Hillman 14. I am 
seeking information on this type of radio.
The boxes have identification tags on each 
box with a serial number.  

Radio – Model   MG7   Number 86402
12 volts positive earth
Exciter box – model V15 Number 9338
12 volts positive earth
Both have distributor – Todd Motors 
Wellington
I got this car radio with my Hillman 14 

but when I later made enquiries I found out 
that it had been purchased separately at a 
garage sale by the previous owner, when he 
realised that was a similar age to the car.

The radio did not work at all so I 
presented the problem to a former VCC 
friend who is also a ham radio enthusiast. 
He soon found a problem in the exciter 
box and later in the radio itself but getting 
the right valves for such an old model 
took some time. Eventually all parts were 

mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of new Zealand (inc.) or the publishers.

mailbag

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

 

 

 

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS 
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS 

ENGINE BEARINGS, 
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482
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dear Sir
A copy of Beaded Wheels magazine was 

passed onto me by an acquaintance and I 
found it very informative which brings me 
to the reason for my writing.

In May-June 2005 while in Perth WA, 
I went to a display of Vintage-Veteran 
vehicles in Freemantle where I took some 
photos which may be of interest to your 
readers. I can only identify two of the 
vehicles, the Ford and the Norton motor-
cycle. Maybe some of your readers may be 
able to help.

Neil Rogers
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the waimate branch
Waimate Branch staged the Vintage 

Car Club’s National Commercial Rally in 
October 2009 and from reports it seems 
the whole event ran very successfully. 
Waimate is a small branch, and so deserves 
credit for its effort. I have visited the 
Waimate township a few times for senti-
mental reasons – my wife was born there, 
moving to Christchurch when she was 
nine. I always wondered what justified the 
creation of the Waimate Branch when it is 
so close to two well established branches in 
Timaru and Oamaru. Its annual rally is the 
Wallaby Rally usually staged in February 
and participating in it this year gave me 
the opportunity to explore the history of 
the branch and meet some of its members.

Geography
Waimate lies at the southern end of 

the Canterbury Plains about 120 miles 
south-west of Christchurch and seven 
miles inland from the coast. To the west 
it is bounded by the Hunter Hills. The 
Waitaki River, the source of much hydro-
electric generation is to the south and the 
town gives access through the Waimate 
Gorge to the river and the power stations. 
Presently the town’s population stands at 
about 3,000.

history
The first European settler was Michael 

Studholme who arrived by dray in 1854 
eventually taking over some 98,000 acres 
of land called the Te Waimate block. This 
included a large area of native forest with 
much of this covering the surrounding 
hills. As other settlers arrived timber 
milling became the main industry for the 
region. In 1878 a fire ravaged the forest 
areas opening the way for sheep farming 
and grain crops to take over as the main 
land use. The situation changed in the 
early 1880s when the district was found 
to be suitable for growing strawberries. 
Raspberries were also grown successfully 
but a disease in 1966 caused a major 
setback to this crop. Today the berry fruit 
industry is still important to Waimate’s 
economy.

A spur line joining the main South 
Island railway at the small township of 
Studholme and terminating at Waimate 
was opened in 1877 and six years later a 
rail extension to Waihao Downs through 
the Waimate Gorge was completed. The 
line ceased operating in 1966 and the 
track was removed. 

There are two prominent landmarks. 
The first is the shape of a giant Clydesdale 
horse paved with 1,220 white concrete 
slabs laid on the side of a hill overlooking 
the town. It is intended to commemo-
rate the contribution made by the many 
draught horses used in developing the 
region. The second landmark is a cluster of 
five giant concrete grain silos built in the 
town in 1922. With each one seven and a 
half meters in diameter and standing more 
then 36 meters high they, like the horse, 
are visible for miles around. The silos are 
still used for grain storage.

In 1880 the town’s firestation was 
built. It still stands, street lighting was 
installed – 12 kerosene lamps, and the 
town’s by-laws were adopted. The popula-
tion then was 1,600.

the branch 
Association with the Vintage Car Club 

started early in the 1960s when a few 
old-vehicle enthusiasts in Waimate joined 
the South Canterbury Branch in Timaru. 
Contact was made with the organisa-
tion representing owners of Vintage farm 
machinery around Waimate and the two 
groups assisted each other with organising 
and running their respective events such as 
car rallies and Vintage ploughing competi-
tions. This attracted some of the farm 
machinery enthusiasts to the VCC and is 
the reason why today the Waimate Branch 

incorporates owners of Vintage tractors, 
ploughs and farm machinery – one of the 
few to do so. 

While the 50 mile round-trip to branch 
meetings in Timaru did not deter these 
early enthusiasts, they still preferred to 
have some of their own meetings and 
picnic runs centred in their district. It 
wasn’t long before the idea of creating 
a sub-branch arose and in 1977, with 33 
members, the Waimate Sub-branch was 
formed and a steering committee elected. 

In 1978, a proposal that a Waimate 
Branch of the VCC be formed was put 
forward at the Club’s AGM and this was 
approved in June 1979. The branch has 
grown and membership presently stands at 
about 65.

The present branch clubrooms were 
built in 1880 as a meeting place for the 
Methodist Church and sold to the Orange 
Lodge in 1914. Subsequently it became 
the town Museum until in 1982 it was 
purchased at a very reasonable price by 
the membership. It was refurbished by 
volunteers using materials salvaged from 
the demolished local hospital and other 
donated materials. A large area at the rear 
of the clubroom has been roofed over to 
become the “Parts”.

The Branch holds its Swap Meet on the 
spare ground at its clubroom site. There 
are usually about 30 stalls and they are 
restricted to selling only car and motor-
cycle parts.

the wallaby Rally
This is a one-day event and attracts 

participants from many neighbouring 
branches. The Rally starts at the clubrooms 
on a Saturday morning with participants 
having a choice of two routes, both groups 

The wAY 
we weRe
Words and photos Grant Hitchings 

The Clubrooms
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

White Metalling  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz

meeting at a domain, or reserve, for lunch. 
This year the field tests were included in 
the morning run. Afternoon tea and the 
awards are held at the clubrooms and there 
is an evening barbeque. Fifty-four cars 
were entered this year with two motor-
cycles and a rather fancy-looking moped 
included. The event ran well and I enjoyed 

navigating for the Branch Chairman, 
Lyndsay Hossack.

the waimate 50
The town is probably most famous 

for the Waimate 50, a New Zealand 
Championship Road Race held around the 
central streets of Waimate. Over 50 laps, 

it was first raced in 1959 and was the first 
major event staged by the newly formed 
South Canterbury Car Club. The event 
continued until 1966. The original circuit 
included a long hairpin in Waimate’s 
wide main street, a situation unthink-
able today. Some of the more well known 
drivers to participate were Chris Amon, 
Bruce McLaren, Jim Palmer, Hec Green, 
Syd and Ross Jensen and Ernie Sprague 
with his Mk3 Zephyr. Some of the entries 
were notable too – Super Squalo Ferrari, 
Maserati 250F, Cooper Climax, Lotus XI, 
Lola and HWM.

Footnote
The wallaby which still lives in the area 

is similar to a half-size kangaroo. Several 
were brought over from their native 
Australia and liberated in the hills behind 
Waimate about 1874. Adapting well to 
their new environment their numbers 
increased dramatically. Avoiding their only 
predators – hunters and their dogs – they 
can live for up to 15 years.  bw

Waimate Branch Chairman Lyndsay Hossack and his 1930 Morris Pickup. Driving this he was awarded 
Overall Winner at the National Commercial Rally in 2009 and second place in the Commercial Section 
of the Wallaby Rally 2010.
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historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by

graeme rice timelines
100 YeARS AGO – 1910

A story of two Kings – King Edward VII  
(9 Nov 1841 – 6 May 1910) whose reign 
was epitomized by the development of some 
magnificent cars, - Napiers, Silver Ghosts, 
Daimlers and Sunbeams, and who was 
admired as a “strong supporter of motoring 
and owner of a splendid fleet of cars.”

Across the Channel the “new” King of the 
Belgians was said to be “unusually conversant 
with the automobile world” and had bought a 
Knight Sleeve Valve engined 38hp Minerva. 

75 YeARS AGO – 1935

Pontiac made a return to NZ with a car of 
“striking appearance but not extreme design.” 
Novelties abounded – the Dubonnet (knee 
action) IFS with the coil springs enclosed in 
oil, the all steel turret roof – much safer than 
the old fabric roofs, and the starter motor 
being activated by initial pressure on the 
accelerator pedal. Most notable was “a number 
of chrome bars form the centre of the radiator 
grille, extending back to the windscreen!” 

50 YeARS AGO – 1960

In a move which startled the Brandy and 
Bowler hat brigade, that Johnny-cum-lately 
and maker of cars for show orfs and cads, 
Sir William Lyons, bought the terminally ill 
Daimler. With the 120 mph V8 Majestic Major 
there might have been hope if it hadn’t taken 
a year to get into production, and the Dart/ 
SP 250 hadn’t provided a cashflow in spite 
of that gorgeous V8. Nor had the idea of a 
Vauxhall Cresta based, cheap Daimler worked. 

30 YeARS AGO – 1980

In the 20 years between the Peugeot 404 
being launched onto the NZ market and the 
arrival of its more complex successor, the 505, 
things had changed for French cars. Tariffs 
and significant market resistance due to the 
French testing Nuclear bombs in our backyard 
had boosted the price to $26, 000, straight into 
Porsche 924, Lancia HPE 2000, Rover 3.5 V8, 
Ford Fairmont Ghia and BMW 520A territory. 

Rule 8: ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Nominations for the Management Committee must be 
received in this office by 5pm 13 June 2010 accompanied 
by a current biography and photograph of the nominee and 
their association with the Club.
The biography shall contain the name, address and 
occupation of members nominated for each position.
Not less than 75 clear days before the Annual General 
Meeting the Management Committee shall cause notice 
to be given to all members intimating the date for closing 
nominations for the offices of:–
President
Club Captain – Northern Region
Club Captain – Southern Region
Secretary/Treasurer
Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee Chairman
Registrar 
Speed Steward
Three Other Members of the Management Committee
and shall invite nominations for such offices to be 
forwarded in writing to the Secretary/Treasurer to arrive 
not less than fifty-five clear days before the date appointed 
for the Annual General Meeting. Every such nomination to 
be signed by the Member nominated, their nominator and 
seconder. Only a Member who has served at least one 
year upon the Executive of the Club shall hold the Office 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held on Saturday, 7 August 2010 at  

The RSA, 200 Broadway Ave, Palmerston North, commencing at 9.00am. 

THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)
National Office: PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140. Telephone: 03 366 4461

MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 2009-2010
PRESENT OFFICERS:
President J Coomber
Past President G Terrill
Club Captains– 
Northern Region J Foot 
Southern Region J Chynoweth
Hon. Secretary/Treasurer M Lavender
Registrar R Brayshaw
Speed Steward F Renwick
Beaded Wheels Chairman K Clarkson
Three other members of management committee 
B Ballantyne, T Bartlett, D Quarrie

of President. Members shall be eligible for election to the 
Management Committee if they shall have paid all monies 
due by them to the Club and have been financial Members 
of the Club for at least six months prior to nomination.  
If the number of candidates for the Management Committee 
exceeds the number of respective vacancies to be filled, an 
election shall take place.
Job descriptions may be obtained from the Branch Manual. 
Contact your Branch Secretary or National Office. 

 Vintage Brotherhood 
We are the Vintage brotherhood, our cars are very old,

Each thing sits in its proper place and we sit in the cold,

Conducting our machinery behind an aero screen,

While little boys cry “Racer” and the moderns wax obscene.

Our cars may make more noise than theirs, they may not go as fast,

They’ve no push-button radio, but heavens how they last:

These then our loved and trusted friends, of more than human worth,

For craftsmanship and character, the greatest things on earth.

We are the Vintage brotherhood, our cars are hell to run,

The moderns get the spares they need, but we get all the fun,

No hydromatic nonsense, no bulbous tin for us –

And if you break a crankshaft, you can always take a bus. 


With acknowledgements to W H Charnock for these extracts  

from Down in the Sumps.
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It is not generally known that a team 
of seven of these cars entered the last 
(1936) Tourist Trophy Race to be held 

over the Ards circuit in Northern Ireland. 
One car non-started but the remaining six 
were favoured to put up a good show driven 
by Laury Schell (Husband of Madame 
Lucie O’Reilly Schell as mentioned in 
the article) G Field (of Invicta fame), L 
Lebegue and N Mahe, R Brunet and CEC 
Martin, TG Clarke (who had driven a Lea 

Francis in the 1931 TT) and M Mongin, 
with MFL Falkner as a reserve driver.

Mrs O’Reilly Schell was also entered 
as a reserve driver as this was the first 
year that members of the fairer sex were 
permitted to drive in the TT, eight of 
whom took up the challenge although only 
two raced on the day. (Mrs Elsie Wisdom 
and the Australian Joan Richmond).

The weather was pretty miserable at the 
start and the Delahaye team did not spring 

into engine life immediately in the damp 
conditions.

Attrition set in on the second lap 
when Embiricos in the big 8 cylinder Type 
57 Bugatti had a coming together with 
Mongin in the Delahaye no 14 at Moate 
corner. This sent the two of them off 
the road, one on either side with Mongin 
somersaulting out of the car. He was 
momentarily stunned and when he sat up 
he found himself underneath a cow.

DELAHAYE
Words Basil McCoy 
Photos courtesy Eoin Young, Terry Marshall

i was interested in reading the recent Behind the Wheel article by Allan wylie on 

the delahaye 135 Custom roadster. These were truly magnificent motor cars. 

Mention was made of their prowess in the Monte Carlo rally and the 

le Mans 24 hour race.

Eoin Young driving the Rob Walker Delahaye in the rain at Ards in the 1978 50th anniversary of the first 
TT there in 1928.

 Rob Walker in a sprint event in the UK. 

A youthful Eoin Young (l) with Rob Walker (r). 
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DELAHAYE
Words Basil McCoy 
Photos courtesy Eoin Young, Terry Marshall

Brunet, No 11, was first of the Delahayes 
to finish in eighth place overall after 410 
racing miles, but the major triumph for 
the Delahaye team was in establishing the 
fastest lap on the Ards circuit at nine 
minutes 33 seconds (85.52mph) which of 
course stands in perpetuity. The driver was 
the Frenchmen, L Lebegue.

René Dreyfus later brought a much 
modified version of one of these big 
Delahayes with a new 4.5 litre V12 engine 
to the 1930 Cork Grand Prix in the south 

of Ireland. He won in grand style and 
was clocked at 145mph over the flying 
kilometre on the Carrigrohane straight 
running alongside the River Lee.

Magnificent days for Societe Des 
Automobiles Delahaye and the racing 
team of Ecurie Bleu sponsored by their 
Chef d’Equipe the lady with the intriguing 
name, Madame Lucie O’Reilly-Schell.

The New Zealand motoring journalist 
Eoin Young later drove one of the 3.5 litre 
racing Delahayes during the Golden Jubilee 

Celebrations for the Ards Tourist Trophy 
raced in September 1978. The car was 
borrowed from ex racing driver Rob Walker. 
Apart from the journey from the south of 
England to Ulster, Eoin drove it over three 
laps on the TT circuit in the pouring rain 
and he stepped out of it with a smile like a 
Cheshire cat. Expounding on the pleasures 
of operating this fine French racing 
machine by flicking the switch controlling 
the Cotal electric gearbox, he said: “It was 
electrifying!” bw

Rob Walker racing at Brooklands in 1939.

Eoin Young, Ards 1978A youthful Eoin Young (l) with Rob Walker (r). 
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OVERHEATING ENGINE
Introducing a new generation coolant

ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR  BLOWS WATER OUT AFTER
RUNS  NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

                         DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR

                                                                     ENGINE!

7; Intelligence
For further info or technical data etc, call Roy King
Toll Free 0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

      5L or 10L containers $29.50 incl GST per litre, plus freight.
              email   roylking@xtra.co.nz - website www.liquidintelligence115.com.au.

ffti; liquid IntelligencesRemember, one good overheat and
   your valuable engine is stuffed

Boils at 190 deg c  - Water based coolants with no pressure — boil at 100 to 105 deg c and stop 
transferring heat from the engine to the radiator — our new liquid intelligence 115 coolant 
keeps transferring heat right up to 190 deg c . This coolant stays in contact with the hot 
metals (water doesn’t therefore  no moe hot spots and no more cracks — Let  the engine 
go above 100 deg c — it can take it — some air cooled engines run up to 250 deg c.

Total Fill - Use instead of water — no water in system to eat away your alloy heads or rust 
your cylinder block. Get rid of as much water as possible, any water that is left will mix in but 
will reduce the 190 deg boiling point.

High thermal efficiency  - 30% above water based coolants (contact between coolant and 
engine ) as good as any water wetter.

Long Life  - 7 years or 350,000 kms.

Harmless  - Harmless to all alloys — hoses — plastics — radiators — solders — gaskets — etc. 
independantly tested, OEM and Australian standards. Nitrate, Borate, phosphate, silicate 
free to meet European, Japanese and USA coolant standards.

Inhibitors  - Contains long life hybrid organic inhibitors (for extra protection).

Pressure  - No pressure needed to achieve the 190 deg c boiling point, so reduced stress on 
radiator, frost plugs, tanks, hoses etc. Viscosity - No viscosity problems — just tip it in — 
freezes at -56 deg c.

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.thecarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
CAR MUSEUM

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre

The VCC has operated a Vehicle Identity Card (VIC) system 
since its introduction during the Royal & SunAlliance Road 
Show commencing on 20 January 1999 when the Registrar and 
Management Committee Members visited all branches in both 
Islands.

One of the documents provided by the VCC National Office 
is a document called a “Date of Manufacture and Authenticity 
Statement” (DOMAS) that is primarily a pre registration 
document that is provided to assist owners at new or re registration 
and vehicle licence time. 

Once a vehicle has been given a VIN number and a set of 
licence plates, both these numbers are then forwarded to the VCC 
National Office who then prepare and post the Vehicle Identity 
Card to the applicant.

The original Headlamp Endorsement system was introduced on 
3 April 2003 and described in the NZ Gazette Page 907. This was 
expanded to a Vehicle Equipment Lighting Endorsement system 
on Friday 28 October 2005, and published in an infosheet 2.03 
revision 2. describing Lighting Equipment Endorsements on The 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) Vehicle Identity Cards.

On this date the system was further expanded to include 
Direction Indicators on Historic Motorcycles and Stop Lamps on 
Historic Motorcycles.

The original intention was to phase out the old daylight WOF 
system that had been issued to the owner who as a requirement 
must have been a VCC member, and allow all motorists who 
owned Veteran Vehicles to obtain an endorsement that was 
displayed on a VCC Vehicle Identity 
Card. This endorsement is now issued 
for the vehicle.

 All the VIC and lighting endorse-
ment application forms are available 
to down load in PDF Format from the 
VCC website vcc.org.nz 

I have a daily involvement with 
personnel from either the authori-
ties, vehicle testing stations, technical 
officers, members and non-members, 
as we work through the process of 
getting our historic vehicles back on the road.

The NZTA article on page 18 contains a strong message 
outlining the importance of developing and retaining a paper trail 
of documents and papers relating to your vehicle. 

rod brAYShAw
national Vehicle registrar.
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The Branch was formed in January 1959, mainly due to the 
efforts of Reg and Olive Kilbey, Reg already being a member 
of the Wanganui Branch. Many meetings were held at the 

Kilbey’s business premises and later other venues, including the 
Clive Hall before the branch’s Awatoto site was purchased and the 
current buildings erected. 

Early in 2009 Reg and Olive were presented with their 50 year 
awards. Due to failing health Reg’s was presented at a special 
ceremony at the Hastings Memorial Hospital. Olive was presented 
with her award along with the other recipients at the 50th Jubilee.

The branch commenced organisation of the Jubilee two years 
earlier, originally intending it to coincide with the 2009 North 
Island Easter Rally. For a number of reasons the Jubilee was shifted 
to November to coincide with the branch’s annual Veteran and 
Homestead Runs. 

There was a leisurely start to the Veteran Rally with the National 
President and his wife, John and Christine Coomber, in the Callesen 
1918 V8 Cadillac. The only problem on the run was an early hiccup 
with the Benton’s Alldays. With assistance from tail-end-charlie and 
plenty of support from other competitors, a quick carb rebuild saw 
them on their way to catch up at the lunch stop.

hAwke’S bAY bRAnCh 
50th Jubilee
Words Mark Jenkinson, photos Roger Anderson

Veterans line up at Elsthorpe Domain for morning tea stop.

Above: 250 members and friends enjoy the Jubilee Dinner 
Below: John Coomber (VCCNZ National President) and others offer advice 
on the Benton Alldays & Onions
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The rally took the competitors to Patangata and back, travel-
ling both sides of the beautiful Tuki Tuki Valley with a museum 
stop in Havelock North finishing the day.

After a quick scrub up, the participants joined others members 
and visitors at the Cossie Club for the Jubilee dinner and awards 
presentation.

Foundation members Olive Kilbey, Owen Adeane, Phillip 
Peach and Charlie Black and member Dick Goodall received 
their 50 year awards from John Coomber, and a very surprised and 
humble Club Captain Derek Gordon received a special commen-
dation from Chairman Mark Jenkinson. The 50th awardees then 
cut the Jubilee cake.

Sunday morning saw the early start of the Jubilee Rally from 
the Pettigrew Green Arena with 94 cars leaving for the Taihape 
Road via Fernhill. Unfortunately for initial Branch Chairman 
Owen Adeane and his wife Merle their day started with a bump 
and a grind in the rear end of their ’52 Chev, which saw them miss 
the start. With some persuasion the Chev was dispatched on a low 
loader to a secure workshop. The ’39 Plymouth stretched with the 
extra picnic paraphernalia and start marshall Barry Ansell, made 
a late dash in the general direction of the morning tea stop. While Old Louis ready for the ride home with owner Hank Hurley and Noel Powell 

looking on.

Ross and Christine Edwards Ford Model A

Cars arrive at Okawa for lunch

Rod Heron and his Thai guests.

Mark and Andrea Potham 1963 Jaguar E Type.
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morning tea was missed the Rally was found leaving Tunanui 
Homestead. The next stop was the historic church at Wana Wana 
before a pleasant ramble through the river valley to the lunch 
venue of Okawa Station. Here present owner Tom Lowry gave a 
history of the homestead and gardens. He knew Andrew Cowan 
very well and even gave a short report on Cowan’s success not 
only as a driver but also as Mitsubishi’s Rally Manager and of his 
museum of rally cars.

Lunch was taken on the lawn in front of the homestead and 
many then took the opportunity to walk in the extensive gardens.

Old Louis (1929 Chevrolet International Truck) decided not to 
go home and after returning to Napier for the ute and trailer Roger 
Anderson loaded him up and took his owners Hank and Jocelyn 
Hurley all the way to their base in Takapau. 

A great weekend of celebration and Vintage motoring assisted 
by the generosity of Progressive Meats and the attendance and full 
participation of John and Christine Coomber.

With the support of Craig Hickson a 50th Project has been 
initiated with a donation of $1500 towards a building fund for new 
Clubrooms. bw

Tunanui Homestead which has been in the Russell 
family since 1861.

Rod and Scarlett McKenzie, 1913 Model T Roadster.

Riley Elf, Colin Campbell, Hastings. 1910 Buick, Doug and Diane Wilton 
Hunterville

John and Christine Coomber wave from the 1918 Cadillac with Denis and 
John Callesen at the start of the Veteran and Two Wheel Brake Rally

Bob Ackerly, Hastings, 1929 Austin, 
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Now he’s at the ‘fighting the paper war’ stage, because 
it turns out that the ashtray screw didn’t come with 
ownership papers or a number plate.

In your future lurks the terrifying prospect of being dragged out 
every Sunday on some form of club run that will involve driving 
slowly in a car without air conditioning (drafts don’t count) – 
breaking down in obscure townships – stopping to ‘help’ other 
people who have broken down (this involves stopping in the same 
obscure place, but involves a different person swearing a lot). 
Sure, the coffees are normally nice, but overall you’d rather be 
someplace else.

Here’s a quick and handy guide to ensuring that he can’t get 
that car back on the road again. It involves careful acts of sabotage, 
so that those government people won’t give him number plates.

Receipts must die, including all the ones in that shoebox that 
he hides from you, so that you don’t realise the car worth $25,000 
in the garage actually cost $67,000 to restore. Clearly, those 
receipts are going to be really useful evidence for showing that 
the car has undergone a major restoration and hasn’t simply been 
stolen out of another country and the serial numbers filed off. So, 
use them to line the cat’s tray.

Photos of the car are other pesky forms of evidence, so if there 
are any old, old photos of the car from when it was first on the 
road, they need to meet a messy fate. Chances are, he probably 
also took several hundred photos of the restoration process as well. 
(You know this because you’ve seen the slideshow of them more 
times than you care to remember.)

Paper photos are easy, if the receipts are already in the cat’s 
tray, then you can always use them as firelighters. They make 
pretty coloured flames too. Digital pictures might be a bit trickier, 
though if in doubt, the average computer isn’t too fond of having a 
vase full of water tipped into the back of it.

Try to convince him that the chassis tag looks a bit scruffy 
since it dates back to the 1920s or so. Maybe see if you can get 
him to do a brand new reproduction of any vehicle identifier you 
can find on the car. If that doesn’t ring alarm bells for a vehicle 
inspector, nothing will. If nothing else, you can probably buy 
yourself another few months of peaceful Sundays while he tries to 
provide a convincing reason why all the identity plates on a car 
several decades old, only look a week old.

In general, any paperwork relating to the car needs to meet a 
bad end. So, if there are any old insurance documents, a receipt 
from the person he bought the ‘project’ off, anything at all to show 
that the car didn’t just magically spring out of nowhere, then these 
papers all need to vanish into the Bermuda Triangle.

Unfortunately those people at the Vintage Car Club have a 
pesky process where you can get an Authenticity Statement to 
help establish the identity of the vehicle. There isn’t much you can 
do about that, so your only hope there is to try to discourage him 
from getting one. Who needs paperwork, anyway?

So, if you follow these simple steps you should be able to delay, 
maybe indefinitely, the registration of the vehicle and spend your 
weekends dry, warm and in front of the fire with a good book. bw

A garage widow’s guide to 
keeping ‘thAt CAR’ off the road
words leon Cast

So, you’ve endured almost a decade of car 
restoration. he’s restored an entire car from 
what was an ashtray mounting screw that 

he found under a pile of hay. You’ve had to 
drag him into the house to eat, by which time 
dinner is cold. he has absent-mindedly stolen 
every bit of linen out of the house and turned 

them into a gritty grey collection of rags. 
the hallway carpet looks like you live with 

somebody who reseals roads.
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A garage widow’s guide to 
keeping ‘thAt CAR’ off the road
words leon Cast Some four years ago I had a call from a 

young man that I knew who informed 
me that he had just purchased a farm 

at the end of Gladstone Road Levin.
Daniel Kilsby-Halliday then said that 

there was an old vehicle down by the 
woolshed and was I interested in having 
a look.

Of course I made a time and discovered 
that it was the remains of an Albion truck 
from about 1925 I guessed.

I did not quite know what Daniel 
wanted to do at the time as I knew that 
his late father Peter Halliday was a keen 
Vintage Car Club member and at one stage 
our branch Chairman.

The next time I saw the Albion was on 
our Triangular Rally where we had lunch 
at the wool shed and of course walked the 
short distance to view it.

Daniel said to me that he would like to 
let someone have it who would restore it. I 
was tempted ... but Shona knew best.

Geoff Thorpe in Auckland was inter-
ested but I found it difficult to get all 
parties together. Finally, Mike Cameron 
from Taupo picked me up one morning and 
it is now on its way there to join the other 
ones he has that also came from Levin.

A brief history as I know it (subject 
to correction of course): The Albion was 
used in the local timber industry as a 
delivery truck and is understood to have 

gone via the Paekakariki Hill to the Hutt 
Valley. After its early use it was parked 
down the road from where it was found at 
Makahika, driven and sold to Mr Harrison, 
who had purchased the farm in 1951 from 
Tom McGregor. It was used on the farm, 
until the next farm owner Rod Poulton 
purchased the farm in 1957 and left it 
abandoned. The chassis and diff appear to 
have been used for a trailer. Recent great 
finds were a petrol cap, drive shaft and 
parts of the diff.

I am sure that Mike Cameron would be 
interested in anything else that someone 
might know about this vehicle.  bw

Still some bits around
Words & Photos Peter Nightingale 

Left: Daniel K.H. on the crank. Top: Mileage 
recorder off gearbox. Bottom: 1925 Albion Truck.

Above: Mike leading with brother following up 
the hill. Below: Finally on the trailer.

Above: First lift. Below: Wheel found down the 
bank.

Above: The controls.  
Below: Carrying the drive shaft out.
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2010 nAtiOnAl 
VeteraN RAllY
CentRAl hAwke’S bAY

The event was keenly anticipated 
because of the hospitality shown by 
Hawke’s Bay Branch on our visit in 

November. Despite having attended other 
Veteran rallies over the years, I have never 
had the privilege of owning a Veteran.

Diane and Geoff Quarrie kindly picked 
me up and took me to the venue on Friday 
afternoon, and after a refreshing dip in the 
pool, I met rally entrants for a happy hour 
while we waited for the fish and chip tea. 
The friendly informal family atmosphere 
reminded me of our early rallies attended 
in the early to mid seventies when I first 
joined the Club. There were 41 entries 
ranging from the little 1903 Holley of 
Tony Prebensen to the large 1915 and 1918 
Cadillacs of John and Judy Callesen, the 
tourer being entered and driven by John 
and Rae Kennedy.

Saturday saw me first away from rally 
HQ at 8am with Tony driving the 1903 

Holley. On the way to Waipawa, Tony 
told me the fascinating story of the history 
and rebuilding of this little car and I was 
impressed to see the speed indicated on 
the display monitor at the approach to 
Waipawa showed 37 kph. This day was 
the sesquicentennial of the township of 
Waipawa and the local people were dressed 
in 19th century costumes which compli-
mented the rally entrants who were also 
mainly wearing period costume to match 
their vehicles. The cars all lined up along 
the main street for a couple of hours before 
the town parade. Rally entrants then 
left according to start times, and I was 
fortunate to be driven by Roy Sharman 
in his rare and very original 1915 Perry. 
Roy entertained me with the history and 
provenance of the car and we enjoyed a 
very pleasant drive through undulating and 
winding country roads to the lunch stop. I 
don’t know whether my presence helped 
during this timed section, but Roy won 
the Ian McLean trophy with the best time. 
After a quick stop at the location boasting  
the world’s longest place name we arrived 
at the Porangahau Marae for the lunch 
stop. We were formally welcomed onto the 
Marae with a whero, and I was given the 
privilege of accepting the challenge, and 
speaking in reply on behalf of the rally 

entrants. After speeches, the marae group 
sang a waiata and we responded with our 
own version of The Happy Wanderer. This 
was a moving ceremony and a number of 
our members who had never been on a 
marae later told me how impressed they 
were with the warmth of the welcome. 
We were treated to an excellent lunch 
and in return our members offered rides in 
their cars, and one or two were even given 
lessons on how to drive a Ford Model T. 
We were advised that the Tipene family, 
who assisted us on the Marae, own a 1912 
Minerva which is presently being restored. 
A special thank-you goes to the Tipene 
family and members of the Marae for their 
hospitality and making this a very special 
day for us.

For the afternoon run I was treated to 
the back seat of Len and Gladys Haycock’s 
1916 Chevrolet 490. It was a very inter-
esting and relaxing ride to the afternoon 
tea stop at Wallingford Station, home 
to generations of the Ormond family. A 
history of the estate was given by John, 
while his wife Jennie served refreshments. 
After a tour of the house, we continued on, 
stopping briefly at the historic Wanstead 
Hotel where many photos were taken of 
the cars parked outside the hotel. On 
return to Pukeora a wine tasting had been 

The 2010 national Veteran rally was 
held at Central hawke’s bay from 12 to 
15 february based at Pukeora estate, 
waipukurau. i was privileged to be 

invited to attend as an official guest. 

Words John Coomber,  
Photos Mary Collins, Geoff Quarrie, 

Stephanie Barton

Tony Prebensen, 1903 Holley
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arranged and we sampled the estate wine 
followed by an evening meal. Special 
entertainment was arranged after the meal 
on the lines of English Pantomine, and 
a large number of us were “selected” to 
play various parts, dressing up accordingly. 
Our initial reticence was soon overcome 
and it was a very successful evening with 
everyone in fits of laughter. I am grateful 
that there appear to be no photos of us 
making fools of ourselves.

Sunday was the Norsewood run 
and I was invited to start the run in 
the little 1904 Napoleon of Mike and 
Neroli Perry. This beautiful little single 
cylinder car has a slightly bigger capacity 
than the Holley, and the pair of them 
often duel for position on Veteran rallies. 
I learned about the history of Napoleons 
and this car in particular, and I marveled 
at the single minded determination and 
engineering skills of people like Mike and 
Tony. Just before a steep hill, the car was 
stopped and I was transferred to John 
and Judy Callesen’s 1915 V8 Cadillac to 
give Napoleon a better chance of climbing 
the hill without me. The Cadillac is a 
huge car, exceptionally tall, with beautiful 
curved windows in the front, and the 
room to stand up inside it. This car looks 
like a large top hat, and is smooth, quiet 

There was one notable breakdown after 
lunch. The 1908 holsman belonging to 
Stewart and Stephanie barton stopped after 
a loud clatter in the engine. on inspection 
it was found that the inlet valve on one 
cylinder had sheared the collet retainers and 
had been sucked into the engine. like most 
early Veterans, the inlet valve is opened by 
suction from the returning piston and is 
then closed by an external spring, ready for 
the compression stroke. Most people would 
consider this terminal, at least for the day’s 
motoring, but not Stewart. he reached into 
the engine, retrieved the valve and spring, 
then used some number 8 fencing wire 
to replace the retaining collet holding the 
return spring washer and was able to motor 

back to our rally base. while easy engine 
access was a help, you try doing this repair 
on the side of the road with a modern cars! 

The infamous No. 8 story…

Top: Entrant and artist Peter Williams paints 
Will and Ruby Holmes’ 1910 Austin.

Above: John and Judy Callesen, 1915 Cadillac.

John and Judy Callesen 1918 Cadillac, Gavin Harris 1918 Ford T and Tom and Kathy Woods’ 1913 
Humberette in front of Oruawharo Homestead.
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and powerful. I was told that it had spent 
much of its life in an American museum, 
hence its condition. It has also received 
the Callesen modifications to the oiling 
and cooling systems which improves 
the performance and longevity of these 
motors.

Following an interesting stop at the 
Ormondville Railway Station, we travelled 
on to the town of Norsewood. After lunch 
at the school, we were free to explore 
the town, museum, “Little Norway” and 
indulge some retail therapy in “The Gap” 
shop where I noticed a number of entrants 
buying up Norsewear products. Leaving 
Norsewood, I travelled in Bruce and 
Wilma Madgwick’s 1913 FN and learned 
about the history of this ex-taxi from the 
Hawke’s Bay area. This is a comfortable 
and surprisingly fast vehicle for its age and 
I enjoyed the company and riding in the 
back seat.

Afternoon tea was provided at 
Oruawharo Homestead by Diane Harris 
while her husband Peter told us about the 
history of the estate owned by generations 
of his family. They had purchased the 
property in 2000 and set about restoring 
it to its former glory. We were treated to a 
tour of this magnificent house, and came 
to realize that restoring a Veteran car from 
scratch is a fairly minor and inexpensive 
task by comparison. My final motoring 
treat was with Geoff Quarrie in the 1915 
friction drive GWK I know that Geoff has 
spent many years improving and perfecting 
this car, and it is a fascinating and rare 
vehicle with an interesting history. This 
little sporting car, with its five forward 
ratios is a great performer and very fast. I 
am told it is capable of 65 mph. 

The final dinner was excellent and we 
were privileged to have the Mayor of 
Central Hawke’s Bay District, Trish 
Giddens, address us and assist with the 
prize giving and raffle draws. I personally 
enjoyed this whole weekend immensely, 
and hope to attend the 2011 National 
Veteran Rally in Ashburton. 
Congratulations to Hawke’s Bay on hosting 
such a great event and a special thank you 
to the Rally Organising Team, Rod and 
Scarlett McKenzie, John and Margaret 
Cleland, Diane and Geoff Quarrie, Peter 
and Suzanne McCool and Bruce Poole as 
well as the marshals and sponsors who 
made this event possible. My personal 
thanks go to those I have mentioned who 
kindly shared their wonderful vehicles 
with me. bw

Rob and Diane Ross, 1915 Dodge. 

Top: Outside Westhead Hotel. Left: Paul and Judi Lamb, 1905 Star.  
Right: Fay and Ian Chamberlain 1906 REO

ReSUltS
william Mclean Trophy  (entrants choice) 
ian and fay Chamberlain  1906 reo
Mclean Motor Car Act teams trophy  
Teams of three like vehicles The Yanks team 
doug and diane wilton   1910 buick
don dennis   1917 buick
rob and dianne ross   1915 dodge
ian Mclean trophy (Overall winner) 
roy Sharman   1915 Perry
national Veteran Rally Achievement Award
Tony Prebensen 1903 holley
the Conlon trophy (Concours winner)
Mike and neroli Perry   1904 napoleon
Period Clothing Prize
Men: Paul lamb   1905 Star
ladies: brenda george   1915 overland
hard luck Prize
Stewart barton   1908 holsman

Overall winner, Roy Sharman 1915 Perry.

L-R: Judy and Paul Lamb, Stuart Barton, 
Marion Sims, Stephanie Barton, Howard Sims 
standing in front of the Lamb’s 1906 Star.
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Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING ENGINEER Ltd

No. 6 R.D. 
Palmerston North 

Phone 06 324-8707

f o r  
a c h i e v e m e n t

The  

John L 
Goddard 
Trophy

Members of the Vintage Car 

Club of New Zealand are 

invited to nominate a fellow 

member for this annual award. 

The nomination should be of 

any member that they regard 

as having been involved in a 

significant achievement.

It may be a particularly 

significant restoration, a 

memorable motoring journey or 

an important historical article or 

series of articles published in  

Beaded Wheels; or some 

special service to the Club.

Nominations for the Award 

should be forwarded to:

John L Goddard Award 

Vintage Car Club of New 

Zealand (Inc) 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 

8140

Nominations close  

30 June 2010



24 Beaded Wheels

2010 AnniVeRSARY 
weekend 
bay of Plenty branch 

Words Clive Taylor 

The annual Bay of Plenty Rally was held 
over the three-day Auckland Anniversary 
Weekend. Kerry Elton undertook the 
detailed planning for this year’s Rally 
assisted by her band of enthusiasts. The 
major challenge being to find a combi-
nation of roads that would avoid, where 
possible, the main highways in the BOP 
area and achieve a reasonable distance 
for the rally route. The mix of roads and 
terrain was excellent and varied. 

Fifty-seven entries arrived from eight 
branches covering 24 different marques. 
Members travelling to Tauranga on 
Saturday and Sunday morning experienced 
varying weather conditions including 
persistent heavy rain and high humidity.

Our first casualty was Roy and Shirley 
Benton coming from New Plymouth, their 
trailer trying to devour itself, but not the 
Alldays & Onions aboard. At registration 
we were given a comprehensive informa-
tion pack, including the rally instructions, 
a list of rally entrants, separate route cards 
for morning and afternoon, together with a 
booklet giving historical notes. 

Entrants were briefed by Kerry Elton, 
before being despatched at 30 second 
intervals. Peter Woodend and I watched 
as the early numbered cars departed in 
majestic mode. Next to us, the Green 
Mustang driven by David & Val Stafford 
looked really hungry and eager to go.

The route went through all the pleasant 
rural areas north of Tauranga towards 
Bethlehem and Wairoa. We stopped by 
the river to be checked-in for the timed 
section. Entrants chose either the 24 mph 
(slow) or 34 mph (fast) routes and set off.

The whole road is sealed, right through 
to Poripori Road, in the Lower Kaimais. 
This is used as the relief road if SH 29 is 
blocked in the Tauriko area. The timed 
section ended near the Ruahihi Power 
Station. We drove through the new Lakeside 
residential area via Tauriko and saw some 
entrants returning to the roundabout, but 
we followed our instructions carefully and 
arrived at the famous ‘Gate’ now opened 
leading into the original section of Kennedy 
Road. The various roads ahead led to Oropi 
Hall for morning tea.

We left Oropi, driving onto Mountain 
Road. Somewhere in the bush we stopped 
at a junction to help Kenneth and Norah 
Miller with their Austin A40 that had 
stopped. Owen and Jan Smith drove their 
Ford Fairlane from Auckland to the event 

and offered to jump start the car. It worked 
and got them underway again without any 
further problems. 

The next element was the straight line 
navigation section. The orderly visual train 
of vehicles ahead started to find other 
routes and very soon there were cars every-
where. We retraced our steps a couple of 
times to get it right and were rewarded 
when we found some Silent Checks.

Just after the finish, we arrived at 
Fairhaven School for the lunch stop in Te 
Puke. We admired the three Veterans that 
had made it to their finish at the school; 
Toms (Dodge), Hoven (Studebaker) and 
Woods (Humberette). 

At 1.45pm we made ready to leave for 
the second half of the Rally. We headed 
towards Welcome Bay, climbing Rocky 
Cutting Road to Kaiate Falls. The Hairini 
area is now very civilised since traffic lights 
were installed. The route took us down 
Turret Road towards Hairini Bridge and 
15th Avenue. The continuous heavy rain 
intensified to storm conditions, a good test 
for the sun roof and our concentration.

The instructions said, ‘Turn right into 
Fraser Street’, we navigated around the 
very deep flooded area. Later, when Wally 
and Trixie Jelaca arrived, their Rover 100 
came to an involuntary stop in the middle 
of the road. Fortunately Joe and Jill Scott 

RAllY SniPPetS

BOP Branch Annual Rally 2010 Lunch Stop at Te Puke: MGA, Buick, MGB GT, Mustang, Ford 
Cortina, Triumph GT6, photo by Carole Lindsay

‘38 Fiat Topolino, photo by John Lucas

BOP Branch Annual Rally Start ‘54 Morris Minor (first Post War) & ‘61 Morris Minor. Lunch Stop at Te Puke  Chevrolet, MB 350SL, Ford Falcon XY, 
Wolseley 16/60, Buick, photo Carole Lindsay
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were close at hand and with help from 
another driver in the traffic with a wonky 
leg, (I kid you not) helped to push them 
out. Joe jumped the starter solenoid and 
they were on their way again. 

At the finish adjacent to the Clubrooms, 
we were greeted by a cheery Garry 
Linkhorn and David Joblin in Cliff Road 
where Peter handed in the afternoon route 
card. At that point the heavens opened 
yet again. The trip meter showed just over 
90 miles from start to finish and a great 
event enjoyed, especially with a roof over 
our heads. 

A big thank you to Derek and Rita 
Winterbottom who generously offered 
me their MGB GT to participate and my 
sincere appreciation to Peter Woodend who 
navigated in such a relaxed and profes-
sional manner. 

The marshals had a beast of a day 
battling the elements and were stoic 
in their application to the job in some 
very difficult situations. The organising 
committee put on a day of variety that 
all the entrants will remember for a long 
time to come. Ivan Allen considered it was 

the first rain we had encountered on an 
Anniversary Weekend for over 20 years, so 
next year you are safe. The weather will be 
dry again!

VeteRAn & VintAGe  
RUn 
Ashburton branch 

Words and photos David and Marion 
Oakley 

3 October 2009
Seven Veteran and five Vintage cars 

arrived at the Ashburton clock tower, 
Baring Square East on a windy nor-west 
day to take part in the rally. Participants 
dressed in period costume.

Our two judges were transported in an 
elegant Armstrong-Siddeley. They had a 
difficult task, awarding points on attire, 
etiquette and decorum.

Entrants travelled to Coniston 
homestead for refreshments served by 
suitably attired attendants. After a drive 
through the well-kept grounds we ventured 
to our next port of call, Winchmore 
Gardens. Here we were met by the games-

masters. Passengers and drivers enjoyed 
games of croquet and quoits before a stroll 
around the manicured gardens. We were 
warned not to dally as we had a train to 
catch!

The tour route took us to The Plains at 
Tinwald where passengers were treated to a 
ride in a Vulcan railcar. On arrival at the 
end of the line our drivers were waiting to 
assist us down from the carriages.

After a short country ride we arrived 
at Lagmhor Estate. The grand homestead 
built in 1910 was the backdrop for our 
Posh Picnic. Silver and fine china on white 
tablecloths with cucumber sandwiches and 
cream cakes were enjoyed by many partici-
pants.

Winners were Carol and Donald 
Williamson who were duly awarded the 
grand prize of a bunch of bananas.

Thanks to all the people who opened 
their homes and assisted to make it a 
memorable day. bw

rallysnippets

Barry and Jennifer Hunt enjoying tea at Lagmhor Estate. Photo Ashburton Guardian.

L-R: Pearce and Gloria Watson 1929 Model A, Chris and Ruth Shepherd 1919 Model T.  
Photo Ashburton Guardian.

Trevor and Marion Lowe in the 1917 Ford Model T at 
Coniston.

Ashburton Branch Veteran and Vintage run on arrival 
at Lagmhor Estate, venue for their Posh Picnic.
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So it was Don’s father who was responsible for converting 
‘my’ R Type Delage into a sawbench, he lived at Cheviot, 
about 100 miles north of Christchurch, and the above is 

as far back as we can go with the history of the kit of parts that 
I had bought just before Christmas 2007, except that we know 
that it was for sale for NZ£85 in October 1961. Shortly after 
that must have been when Graham Pluck bought it and started 
searching for all the other parts. Some he found but some never 
came to light. After he died in 2006 his widow, Jan, advertised it 
in Beaded Wheels, but there were no takers and Mike Crehan put 
me on to the possibility of buying it. It was NOT £12,000; it was 
NZD$8,000, which is very different! It took some time to organise 
getting it crated up and shipped but thanks to a great deal of help 
from a certain Basil McCoy it eventually arrived in April 2008. 
In the meantime I had bought another kit of parts from Mike 
Holt which were the remains of what Neill Bateman had accumu-
lated over many years, Mike having bought them at Brightwells 
Auction a few months earlier. The two better Delage kits at that 
auction were bought by David Ozanne and Cyril Hollingworth 
and good cars will appear from those as well fairly soon! I also 
bought a job lot from California on E-Bay, consisting of an engine 
and a few other bits of clutch and gearbox. The clutch was most 
important, as I had no clutch parts.

When all these kits were put together I had three engines, 
five radiators, three front axles, two back axles, two chassis, three 
different sets of wheels, three gearboxes, most of a clutch but no 
steering box or brake and gear levers. I did have the original chassis 
and scuttle with the petrol and oil tanks and the original bonnet 
and an original set of pedals on their shaft. This lot got sorted 
into the Delage parts that I wanted, Delage bits that I didn’t and 
the rest. The unwanted parts were all sold on to other hopefuls. 
Two front axles went back to New Zealand, a gearbox and radiator 
to Australia, two other radiators went to Denmark and the spare 

The Saw 
bench goes 
to gaillon
Words and photos David Barker

The following is the gist of a letter i received from a lady 

called Margaret foster in new Zealand some time after i 

had finished restoring my little delage.

“Your delage was originally owned by the night watchman at 

ballantynes in Christchurch. he lived in belfast just north of 

Christchurch and my husband don’s father (ian Milton foster) 

bought the car from him for nZ£25, but never saw it; he just paid 

an engineer in belfast another £25 to convert it into a sawbench. we 

don’t know the night watchman’s name, a pity as it would have been 

on ownership papers but they are lost.

don thinks Pop would have bought the delage for conversion 

in the late 1920s. he bought the farm and married in 1927, and 

presumably needed firewood quickly! Pop never saw the car, just 

bought it, had it collected by the converting engineer who took it to 

belfast and then to the Cheviot farm on completion, no other parts 

arrived with it, but he thinks the engineer’s name was McArthur. 

i know that don would be very interested to hear from you how 

much of it you had to find from elsewhere, in don’s case the wheels 

and tyres, (he being something of an engineer himself) and for 

myself i wonder if the engine cover was with the rest? i remember 

grabbing an engine cover and lying it on the ground under the 

clothes line to stand on to hang out the washing, i claim this was the 

delage engine cover, but don claims it was the engine cover of ‘fliv’ 

a 1929 Chevrolet 30 cwt truck parked near the sawbench under the 

trees near the woodshed. 

was the engine cover with the rest, and was it rusty? whoever took 

it away asked me for a spade when i owned up, and he dug it up 

and took it away! it was way under the ground, but still protected 

me when i hung out the washing!

 eventually we exchanged the sawbench in the ’70s for a 3-point 

linkage saw bench for the tractor with graham and Jan Pluck in 

Christchurch. After about 40 years of very little progress graham 

died. Jan sold the pieces for £12,000 to david barker who wanted 

to restore it”.
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chassis, which looked very like the proper one but had different 
cross members, was bought by an American who paid cash in 
January ‘09 but still hasn’t collected it! I was left with an original 
chassis, the three engines, the best radiator – which I sent to be 
re-cored, the original Delage back and front axles, the nice original 
bonnet and scuttle and a set of very worm-eaten wooden wheels. 
The scuttle tank on these cars has two compartments, one for 
petrol, marked SPIRIT and one for oil, marked OIL. This is rather 
strange as neither of those words is a French word. Even stranger the 
word oil has an umlaut, or as the French call it “deux points” over 
the ‘i’. No one has yet produced a really good explanation for this. 
Maybe one of our more knowledgeable readers will in good time. 

The spokes fell out of the wheels and were carried to the bonfire 
by the woodworms and I re-worked the centres so that Richards 
Bros could put spokes and well-base rims on to them. Although 
there were over 50 spring leaves, there were not enough of the 
same pattern to make even one pair of springs so I drew up new 
ones and had them made. Someone in New Zealand had cut most 
of the torque tube away from the back axle and welded a four foot 
length of gas pipe on to it with a sledge hammer head on the end. 
That went in the skip and I drew a new one, made it, and had a 
new crown wheel and pinion cut. Luckily I had got quite a few 
original drawings so knew what it should all look like. The back 
axle is located by two radius arms going forward to castings on the 
chassis in line with the end of the torque tube but one of the small 
rings which locate the ball-end was missing. They appeared to be 
hardened steel and not easy to machine. Incredibly one turned 
up in the load of bits that came from California with the engine! 
The guy who sold them to me had told me that it all originally 
came from New Zealand but I am still amazed that it came back to 
England to be reunited after all that travelling.

That left me the engine to rebuild and a clutch, steering and 
brake and gear levers to sort out. I had set as a target an appear-

ance at Malvern but as that was now just twelve months away it 
was looking slightly iffy and was knocked on the head by the guy 
who does my gear-cutting being hospitalised for four months. So 
instead I put an entry in for the Gaillon Hillclimb Retrospective 
in late September 2009 and got down to getting the rest sorted.

The engine was fairly straightforward; the usual things such as 
having the crank ground and the bearings re-metalled, the block 
bored and new valves and guides. I had new hardened seats put in 
as the original ones were badly recessed. Then I managed to push 
two pistons too far up their bores when I was assembling it and 
the top rings popped into the combustion chambers. Luckily I was 
using aluminium pistons instead of the original very cracked cast 
iron ones, and they were part of a set of six. It took two weeks of 
filling the combustion chambers with caustic soda to eat away the 
top land of each piston enough to belt them back down the bores! 
Expensive lesson learned! I drew up and made the clutch release 
mechanism using a modern ball race, and Hickey put a leather 
lining on to the new cone that I had machined. The old one had a 
third of the rim corroded completely away. 

Steve Fathers produced the correct Bosch DF4 magneto and 
also found me a lovely steering box at Beaulieu and I had also 
managed to obtain a nice gearlever by then, so with that lot I was 
nearly complete. At Prescott in August Albert Smith produced a 
cracking bronze gear lever gate for the gear-change. As it happened 
I was with Michael Johnson at the time who said that he had got a 
handbrake lever that I could have if it was any good to me.

This handbrake has a fine story attached to it that Michael 
told me. He and his son Andy are from County Down and are 
well known in both UVCC and VSCC events and it seems that 
Michael’s grandfather left school at about 14 years old and went 
to London to seek his fortune and got involved with silent films. 
Some years later he bought a La Licorne motor car and equipped 
it with projection equipment and took it back to Ireland where 

Competing at Gaillon, near Paris, September 2009. Top: In Geoff Pluck’s shed 2008. Above: Engine internals ready for assembly.
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he toured the whole country showing the 
films. Finally the La Licorne expired and 
the mechanicals were transferred to a 
boat on Loch Earne. In due time that too 
expired and all that was left on the island 
in Loch Earne was the hand brake. That is 
now on our Delage and Michael recently 
sent me a picture of Grandpa, in the boat 
on Loch Earne, with the lever in front of 
him!

Mick Sharpe in Derby made the tail 
end of the body and the scuttle to my 
design based on a photograph I had of 
the Kelsch bodied car in the Ancy Motor 
Museum in France. Julian Taylor uphol-
stered the seat that is integral with the tail 
end. I converted a couple of carbide bicycle 
headlamps into electric rear lamps and a 
pair of CAV sidelamps into headlamps of 
just sufficient power to be legal. All fed 
from a small battery in the tail. There was 
no dynamo or starter nor instruments in the 
original car’s specification but I do have an 
oil pressure gauge and intend to fit a speed-
ometer when I can find a suitably period 
one. There are still plenty of little jobs to 
do and wings to make and fit but basically 
that was it at last; not quite in time for 
Malvern but by the middle of September 
the car was road worthy and M.o.T’d. With 
the help of Peter Jacobs the DVLA were 
persuaded that it was a 1910 motor car and 
it deserved an age related number, BF 5024, 
which I hope can be interpreted as “Belle 
Francaise” rather than “Barker’s Folly”. So 
with only 30 miles under its belt it rolled 
off the ferry at Le Havre on 26 September 
2009 and set off for the Gaillon Hillclimb. 
Four days later with another 300 miles on 
the clock it rolled back on again. 

Cinderella went to the ball and the 
Sawbench went to Gaillon! bw

Chicken wire and cardboard body.

The Loch Earne handbrake. 
Below: The engine is a Ballot 4G3                          Almost finished.
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Mini COOPeR  
by Graham Robson. 
128 pages, softcover. 

iSbn 978-1-84584-183-6 

Published by Veloce 
www.veloce.co.uk

Reviewed by Mark Holman

bentley Continental 
Corniche &  
Azure 1951-2002
Revised edition, 2009. 
Martin bennett.
256 pages.  
iSbn 978-1-84584-210-9. 

Published by Veloce  
www.veloce.co.uk

Reviewed by Mark Holman

Hot on the heels of the Mini’s 50th birthday comes another 
title in the excellent Veloce series “Rally Giants”. And that’s what 
the Mini Cooper certainly was during much of the 1960s.

The book follows the established format for this series, starting 
with the development of the road cars and their competition 
homologation and an indication of where their competition came 
from. 

Other than the Saab in the hands of Erik Carlsson, front-
wheel drive had not been a recipe for successful rally cars on the 
world stage. And the 850cc motor with which the Mini started 
life didn’t look too promising. But the compact works team at 
Abingdon, under Messrs Turner and Browning soon saw the little 
car into its stride. It’s good to see the men behind the scenes and 
the factory politics getting good coverage throughout this story, as 
well as the drivers and navigators.

Along with the development and tuning of larger motors 
came the careful build into Group 2 or 6 (usually) format. Top 
drivers came on board- Pat Moss, Paddy Hopkirk, the flying Finns 
Aaltonen and Makinen. 

With excellent black and white and colour photos throughout, 
the book follows their competition seasons and successes around 
the world, which included the Tulip, Acropolis, Circuit of Ireland 
and 1000 Lakes Rallies, plus Monte Carlo four times. Ironically, 
the rally that got the most publicity was Monte Carlo in 1966, 
when the Minis that had finished 1-2-3 were all disqualified on a 
nefarious technicality, allowing a Citroen victory. 

And some of the events they didn’t win were still remarkable, 
including second overall to a Porsche 911 in the 84 hour long 
Marathon at Nurburgring in 1967. Yes, those seemingly stock-
looking cars and their crews had to keep going for far longer rallies 
and stages than their modern day WRC equivalents … 

With additional snippets on Mini Coopers in racing, Alec 
Issigonis, dry versus hydrolastic suspension, and the great 
technique of servicing the cars by tipping them on their side, this 
is an interesting and enjoyable book. 

Others in the series include Toyota Celica GT-4, Peugeot 205 
T16 and Mk 1 Escort.

 
First published in 1998, this book was reprinted three times 

and here is the revised 2009 edition. So, this indicates it meets a 
need!

The focus of Australian author Bennett is on the original 
Continental, which started life as an elegant fastback, with very 
high performance for its day (a set of tyres lasted for only a few 
miles in one of the speed tests!), and was built as a comparative 
lightweight car with slim seats. It didn’t take long for owners to 
specify additional comforts which slightly negated the point but 
for a while it was the fastest 4 seater saloon in the world.

The book follows its development including engine, chassis 
and the various body styles including drophead coupes and the 
versions created by coachbuilders such as Park Ward, James Young, 
HJ Mulliner and Graber. Of course, the bespoke interiors were a 
major feature of all these superb cars, with stunning woodwork, 
and leather. The designers and engineers get due recognition and 
there are some great photos of the interiors of coachbuilding firms 
and of skilled craftsmen at work, selecting timbers, torquing up 
engines. One intriguing sideline was the cars made for a (presum-
ably slightly eccentric) Australian customer who had three or four 
short wheelbase cars made; one of which looked like a Morris 
1100 at the back!

In its S2 and S3 guises, Continental variations were often used 
to test new features that would later appear on the mainstream 
Bentley models. Four headlamps appeared, as did (less success-
fully) hooded front lights and small fins on some models.

After a gap of some years, the Continental name was revived, 
though monocoque construction meant few opportunities for 
coachbuilt variations. However, this didn’t stop some very impres-
sive interiors being fitted out. James Young, for instance, had a few 
special variations made; the Azure was the elegant convertible; 
there was even a solitary Bentley Camargue by PininFarina.

The book has plenty of photos throughout (though the repro-
duction of some of them is a bit muddy), plus contemporary 
adverts and full specifications on the various models. It ends with 
an explanation of the chassis numbering systems used, and then a 
list of chassis numbers and initial owners.

It is an interesting and enjoyable book but the price might be a 
drawback, even for a keen enthusiast for the marque.

book reviews

The Loch Earne handbrake. 
Below: The engine is a Ballot 4G3                          Almost finished.
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1931 Cadillac Phaeton V12
My first introduction to the V12 

Cadillac was a phone call from owner 
John Boyes.

John explained the problems with 
the car. Flooding carburettors, stalling, 
starting, performance. All of these pointed 
to carburettor and distributor problems. 
John was in a quandary as to what to do 
for the best. 

I believe he was advised by some 
American counterparts to use the carbu-
rettors as line weights when he next goes 
fishing and fit the later model units.

John lives in Greymouth and I am in 
Christchurch, so the first step was to get 
the carbs to my workshop. I found consid-
erable modification had been made, but 
more serious was a lug broken away from 
the air flap. These carbs are constant 
velocity and were only working on one 
bank. Also the twin point, twin rotor 
distributor requires regular servicing to 
maintain correct cam angle.

My suggestion to John was to convert 
to fuel injection and electronic ignition. 
I waited a while as he picked himself 
up from the floor, I heard “can that be 
done?” Yes John, with my very learned 
friends at NZEFI Performance Tuning and 
Development, Christchurch (NZEFI).

So it was all go from there.

I handled all the mechanical appli-
cation, and NZEFI did all the clever 
electronic part.

All conversions were done to minimise 
all the visual effect. The carbs were used 
for air induction control with original air 
filters. The injection rails were discreetly 
fitted, with electronics fitted internally to 
the original distributor and to show no 
visual change. 

The following article is written by the 
professionals at NZEFI and explains in 
detail the implications of the project.

electronic engine Control Project 
Completed by nZeFi February 2009 

Project Aim 
To greatly improve the reliability and 

efficiency of this magnificent Vintage 
motor vehicle without detracting from the 
spirit or appearance of the original design. 
The most frustrating aspect of the original 
design was the twin carburettor system 
which proved to be very problematic and 
difficult to tune. Comments were made by 
a Vintage carburettor specialist that these 
carburettors never worked very well when 
new, let alone some 78 years later. The 
twin coil/points ignition system was also 
difficult to keep fully operational and in 
adjustment. Overall, between the fuel and 
ignition system it was difficult to keep the 
car running properly on all 12 cylinders. 
Even at the best of times the vehicle 
did not run very smoothly or efficiently. 
Clearly this added unwanted headaches 
whenever the car was used. 

Challenges 
From the outset, the decision was made 

to fit a modern electronically controlled 
fuel injection and ignition system. 
However, in trying to preserve the original 

appearance of the engine, we tried to 
conceal any modifications that were made. 
While this was done with great success 
with the ignition system and cam position 
sensors, it was not possible for the fuel 
injectors, air temperature sensor(s) and 
manifold pressure sensor(s) which needed 
to be placed in the inlet runners. However, 
these visible parts were kept in a colour 
scheme that matched in with the rest of 
the engine components. 

While the technology used in this 368 
cubic inch (6.03l) V12 engine is very old, 
in practice its engine management require-
ments are the same as a modern engine. To 
put it simply, if each cylinder is supplied 
with the correct amount of fuel and the 
spark is delivered at the correct time, then 
the engine will operate as efficiently as 
possible. However, two design aspects of 
this engine made that task more difficult. 

Firstly the 45 degree V12 engine is 
odd fire. This means that the time (or 
degrees of crankshaft rotation) between 
each cylinder reaching top-dead-centre is 
not uniform. To demonstrate this let us 
consider the engine’s firing order which is 
shown below. Note that cylinder number 1 
is the front cylinder of the left hand bank 
and that cylinder numbering goes from 
front to rear. The left bank has all odd 
numbered cylinders and the right bank 
has all even numbered cylinders. 

Firing order 
1, 4, 9, 8, 5, 2, 11, 10, 3, 6, 7, 12 
If we start with the engine at TDC No. 

1 then the engine must rotate 75 degrees 
before it is at TDC No. 4. However, it 
must only rotate another 45 degrees before 
it is at TDC No.9. This pattern of 75/45 
continues throughout the rest of the 
engine cycle. Luckily the Link G4 Engine 

The thought of converting a Vintage 

vehicle to a fuel injection system with 

electronic ignition will probably cause 

heart failure among many of our 

readers - purists will proclaim heresy 

while others might be reaching for 

their spanners…

Converting the Caddy
Words and photos Bob Hayes
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Control Unit (ECU) that we chose could 
handle odd-fire engines. 

The second challenge was the siamesed 
intake port design where two cylinders 
shared one intake port. We were well 
aware of the difficulties of fitting fuel 
injection to an engine with this type of 
engine design as we had seen it first hand 
on the BMC A series engines. However, 
with the A series, some clever timing of 
the fuel injector pulses within the engine 
cycle are able to work around this issue. 

design Process 
First of all the triggering system was 

completed. This allows the Engine Control 
Unit (ECU) to calculate the current 
engine position and engine speed. One 
option would have been to fit a trigger 
wheel directly to the end of the crankshaft. 
Instead we decided to hide the required 
trigger wheel and sensors inside the body 
of the original distributor. The internal 
components of the original distributor 
were removed entirely. The distributor 
body now serves only to hold the retro-
fitted cam position sensors from a Toyota 
4AGE 20V engine. This system uses two 
trigger wheels. One trigger wheel has 24 
evenly spaced teeth while the other has a 
single tooth which is used to synchronise 
the system. The position of the distrib-
utor is critical and must not be altered by 
even the slightest amount. Turning the 
distributor body will alter the fuel injector 
and ignition timing, both of which have 
been carefully calibrated. The original 
distributor cap with fake HT leads has 
been fitted mainly for cosmetic reasons 
although it also serves to keep the cam 
position sensors clean and dry. The cap 
may be removed simply by taking off the 
two snap-on clips. Once removed, the cam 
position sensors will be clearly visible. 

The new distributor-less ignition system 
has no moving parts whatsoever. Instead 
there are two 6-cylinder wasted-spark coil 
packs. While these coil packs were bought 
new, they are a stock replacement used on 
some Buick and Holden V6 engines. Each 
coil pack is essentially three individual 
dual-ended coils. Each dual-ended coil 
goes to two cylinder pairs. These pairs are 
chosen as they always have their pistons 
in the same positions down the bore. Both 
cylinders receive sparks at the same time 
although one will be about to complete 
the power stroke while the other is about 
to complete the inlet stroke. The spark 
sent to the cylinder about to complete the 
inlet stoke does very little and is therefore 
‘wasted’, hence the term wasted-spark for 
this type of ignition configuration. Note 
that each coil fires once per revolution or 
twice per 720 degree engine cycle. This 
six-coil wasted-spark system was chosen 
over 12 individual coils as it requires less 
space, less cost and less wiring without 
any significant disadvantages. The whole 
ignition system is concealed under the 
factory cover between the two banks of 
cylinders. 

Also mounted under this cover and 
next to the two coil packs is a six-channel 
ignition module. This ignition module 
receives ignition charging and timing 
signals from the ECU and in response 
it supplies an earth to each of the six 
ignition coils to charge and fire the 
correct ignition coil at the correct time. 
An ignition module from a Nissan R32 
Skyline RB20DET engine was used. 

While originally a simpler non-sequen-
tial single-ECU setup was tried this proved 
to give unacceptably poor distribution of 
fuel between cylinders with the siamese 
intake ports. In its final guise, the car 
uses two ECUs to give true 12 cylinder 

sequential fuel injection. While we consid-
ered using a single ECU that allowed for 
sequential injection on 12-cylinder engines, 
the cost of such an ECU was hideously 
expensive. Instead we opted to use two 
ECUs, each of which was designed to run 
a 6 cylinder engine. The systems used are 
Link G4 ‘plug-ins’ originally designed for 
the R32 and R33 Nissan Skylines. Each 
ECU controls one bank of cylinders. So 
there is a ‘right bank’ ECU and a ‘left 
bank’ ECU. 

Due to the siamesed intake ports, two 
cylinders are forced to share a single fuel 
injector, so this 12 cylinder engine uses 
only six injectors. Injectors from a Toyota 
1UZ-FE V8 engine were used. These were 
mounted using custom made alloy fuel 
rails. The injectors are being fired sequen-
tially with each injector firing twice per 
engine cycle. Each firing is precisely timed 
to the opening of the intake valve for that 
cylinder and finished before the intake 
valve shuts. 

The old carburettors remain in place 
simply to control the air flow into the 
engine via the original throttle plates. The 
fuel lines to the carburettors have been 
disconnected. Each of the throttle shafts 
has a throttle position sensor mounted 
onto it. The position of these sensors is 
critical and must not be adjusted. The 
throttle position sensors themselves are an 
aftermarket item available via NZEFI. 

Two single fuel injectors are mounted 
down in each carburettor. These no longer 
serve any purpose as they are left over 
from testing that was performed with 
single-point injection. At one stage during 
the project it was believed that the fuel 
distribution problem could be solved by 
injecting with a single injector far away 
from the intake ports. The thinking was 
that the air and fuel would be well mixed 
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by the time they reached the intake ports. 
Single-point injection was abandoned as 
it gave poor throttle response and inter-
estingly still had poor fuel distribution 
between cylinders. This indicated that the 
poor fuel distribution would have always 
existed even with the original carbu-
retor setup. This goes a long way towards 
explaining why tuning the carburettors 
was impossible to get right. When the 
engine was designed in the late 1920s the 
engineering team would not have had the 
equipment to even detect the problem let 
alone do anything about it. 

A Sard fuel pressure regulator was used 
to control the pressure to the fuel injectors. 
The fuel pressure rises and falls with 
manifold pressure in a 1:1 relationship. 
The base fuel pressure (with no vacuum 
applied to the regulator) has been set to 
4.0bar (58.8psi). 

The fuel tank has been modified to 
accept an in-tank electronic fuel pump. 
The fuel pump mounting cradle is believed 
to be from a Nissan Skyline and the pump 
used is from a non-turbo Nissan Silvia. 
In practice any EFl pump can be used 
provided it fits and can flow enough fuel at 
the maximum system pressure. 

The single coolant temperature sensor 
that was used is a common Bosch item 
that is used on many vehicles. The part 
number is 0 280 130 026. 

Each bank has its own air temperature 
sensor. These are a Bosch item with part 
number 0 280 130 039. 

Each bank has its own manifold pressure 
sensor that screw directly to the manifold. 
These are an aftermarket item available 
via NZEFI. 

Results 
NZEFI received this car without it 

running so unfortunately no dyno testing 
was performed with the old carburet-
tors and ignition system for comparison 
purposes. The factory Cadillac service 
manual lists the engine’s power output 
as 46.9hp although there is no informa-
tion regarding what type of equipment was 
used in 1930 to measure this power and the 
accuracy of such a device. Other sources 
list power figures of the same motor as 
high as 135hp. 

The first attempt at tuning was with 
multi-point group injection. This produced 
unsatisfactory results due to poor fuel 
distribution. In order to make the leanest 
cylinder rich enough for safe stable combus-
tion other cylinders were forced to run 
far too rich. As well as causing excessive 
fuel consumption, this also caused the 
engine to make less power. During dyno 
tuning the maximum power that could be 
extracted out of the engine was 80hp at 
the rear wheels. 

Next we experimented with single-point 
injection. This produced unsatisfactory 

results due to poor fuel distribution and 
throttle response. 

The final stage was to convert to 
sequential multi-point injection with 
carefully calibrated injector timing and 
individual cylinder trims. The injectors are 
being fired sequentially with each injector 
firing twice per engine cycle. Each firing 
is precisely timed to the opening of the 
intake valve for that cylinder and finished 
before the intake valve shuts. In theory this 
means that each cylinder is getting its own 
gulp of fuel when the intake valve opens 
and that each ‘squirt’ goes to the correct 
cylinder that it is intended for. However 
in practice, a lot of fuel is deposited onto 
the walls of the intake port and some gets 
to the wrong cylinder. Luckily a majority 
of the fuel reaches the correct cylinder. 
In the final tune, two wide-band oxygen 
sensors were used to measure the air to 
fuel ratios of two siamesed cylinders at 
a time. These two cylinders were then 
tuned individually using large cylinder fuel 
trims to balance out the fuel distributed 
to the individual cylinders. The required 
trims changed with load and engine speed. 
The injector timing was also altered in 
places for better fuel distribution between 
cylinders. Because tuning was limited to 
only two cylinders at a time the tuning 
process was by far the longest ever under-
taken by NZEFI. 

With proper fuel distribution the engine 
could finally realise its full potential. 
Maximum power measured at the wheels 
rose to 101 hp @ 3000rpm which is a gain 
of 21 hp from the 80hp seen with group 
injection. What is more important is that 
with proper fuel distribution the engine is 
able to be run leaner while cruising to help 
reduce fuel consumption. 

During final road testing by NZEFI staff 
the engine ran beautifully. With plenty 
of torque available from very low in the 
rev range there was never a need to rev 
the engine to the relatively low 3500rpm 
rev limiter. As NZEFI received this car 
without it running we cannot make any 
comparisons to the way the car ran on 
carburetors and the old ignition system. 
However, based on the stories told by the 
car’s owner John Boyes, we strongly suspect 
that the improvements will be well worth 
all the time that has been put into this 
unique project. 

NZEFI would like to thank John Boyes 
for his patience and understanding 
throughout this project. We would also 
like to thank Bob Hayes for all of the 
brilliant custom fitting and machining 
work that he performed.  bw
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50 YeAr AwArdS 

Judy Oakley 
Otago branch 
 

Judy became a member of the Vintage 
Car Club when she and Robert Oakley 
were married just over 50 years ago. 

As an active and enthusiastic member 
of the VCCNZ Judy hosted many Otago 
Branch committee meetings held at her 
home during the time that Robert was 
Chairman of the Branch, before the Otago 
branch purchased its clubrooms. 

Otherwise she has been an active 
supporter of Robert and all the events and 
committees he was involved in during this 
time.

Judy also entered many events, in the 
Regal, nationwide and is recorded having 
been awarded several trophies over the 
years.

In 1961 Judy won the Rapheal Memorial 
Trophy at the National North Island Easter 
Rally (hosted by the Hawkes Bay Branch) 
for Best Performance – Outright winner. 
This Trophy was subsequently presented to 

the Otago Branch to be used for hill climb 
events. Her Regal also gained Concours in 
the Dunedin to Brighton Run in 1960.

Up until recently Judy would accompany 
Robert on most of the VCC rallies that he 
attended throughout the country.

Colin Pearce 
Otago branch 
 

Colin has done a full circle of VCCNZ 
membership; having joined the Otago 
Branch at the Roslyn Fire Station, in 1959, 
while farming the Dunvegan property at 
Kuriwao, Clinton. Later he transferred 
membership to Southland Branch and 
travelled to Invercargill with Gore friends 
to attend some of their meetings. He was 
a Foundation member of the Gore Branch 
when it formed in 1966, transferring back 
to Otago Branch in 2004 after retiring to 
Mosgiel, from his farm at Kuriwao, Clinton. 
He served on the earlier Gore Committee, 
being Club Captain, helping with working 
bees, and was Librarian for several years. 
He has recently served two years as 
Veteran and Commercial representative 
on the Otago Branch Committee. 

Colin has now completed over 51 years 
of continuous riding or driving Veteran 
vehicles, and has accumulated over 270 
Rally plaques! Joan’s continued support of 
Colin’s involvement in the VCC deserves 
recognition as well.

Stuart M. Johnson 
Otago branch 

Stuart joined the Otago Branch of the 
Vintage Car Club in August 1959. 

He owned a 1914 Triumph Junior 
Motorcycle which he rode in the Dunedin 
to Brighton Runs in the early 1960s. 

The Triumph was entered in the 1972 
International Rally in Nelson. Stuart drove 
it to Nelson via the inland route from 
Christchurch. Another Otago Branch 
member, Colin Winter, had the task of 
pulling the bike over the hills.

Stuart attended many Riverton Rally’s 
on the Triumph. The terrain was more user 
friendly down there.

As a club member Stuart served 
as Branch Secretary/Treasurer from 
1963 – 1965 attending many rallies at 
branch level from Invercargill to Nelson. 
He assisted with marshalling during the 
1965 Haast Rally.

Judy Oakley as a passenger in her Regal Car, Bob 
Oakley is driving it in a Dunedin to Brighton Run. 
This was taken some years ago, date not supplied.

Colin Pearce with his 1912 Sunbeam
Stuart Johnson on his 1914 Triumph Junior Motorcycle 
which he entered in Dunedin Brighton Runs
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Stuart was involved with the demoli-
tion and restoration of the Elder Street 
and Constitution Street Otago Branch 
clubrooms. Later, with the restoration of 
the Park Street Clubrooms including being 
on of several members that put down the 
upstairs floor of that premises.

Currently Stuart drives a 1971 Kawasaki 
Motorcycle (owned since new), and a 1954 
4 door Austin A30, and has been restoring 
a Veteran 1914 Swift twin cylinder for a 
number of years. He plans to have this on 
the road within the next year.

Ray boswell 
horowhenua branch 
Compiled by Warren Birch

Ray’s interest in Vintage cars commenced 
when a school friend, the late Brian Walker, 
arrived at his home in a Veteran Zedel. 
Brian and his wife were participating in the 
first Wellington Branch November Rally 
motoring from Lower Hutt to Upper Hutt 
in 1958. The scrutineer for this event was 
none other than Ivan Benge!

In 1960 Ray purchased his first Vintage 
vehicle and joined the VCCNZ. Working 
part time in the local Urgent Pharmacy 
provided Ray with enough money to buy a 
1925 Austin 12/4 Clifton Tourer, which he 
purchased in Marton for £75 after hearing 
about it from Ivan Benge. Ray and Barbara 
rallied this vehicle, affectionately known 
as Gertie, until it became the roughest car 
in the Club! It was then taken off the road 
and restored for the 1980 Pan Pacific Rally 
in Rotorua.

At this time Ray was a member of 
the Wellington Branch and Ray and his 
father were very involved in establishing 
the grounds at the Wellington Branch 
Clubrooms in Petone. He was also treasurer 
for Wellington Branch for five years.

Barbara and Ray retired to Levin in 
1985 and Ray’s membership was automati-
cally transferred to Horowhenua Branch, 
as was the custom in those days. Here 
he was elected Branch Treasurer again, 
a position which he held for five years. 
He was involved in the restoration of the 
Restaurant at Manakau, which the branch 
had purchased after it had been burnt out, 
turning it into clubrooms.

Over the period of his 50-year member-
ship Ray has been fully involved in 
many projects at both Wellington and 
Horowhenua Branches, generous with both 
time and energy. He has contributed by 

helping with branch business affairs, and 
has been a keen participator in rallies and 
other events. 

Graham Mock 
taupo branch 

Graham Mock and June Ormsby were 
introduced into the Vintage Car movement 
in early 1957 by the late Ernie Brickell, 
the proud owner of a 1924 Rhode and 
a member of the Auckland Veteran & 
Vintage Car Club (Inc). Graham and June 
became members of the Crankhandle Mob; 
a club within a club, who felt that the 
administration was a little biased. The 
Crankhandle Mob were eventually elected 
to control the Auckland V & V Car Club 
at the general meeting in 1958 and there-
after in 1959 moved that it join the VCC 
as the Auckland Branch. Graham bought 
the 1924 Durant A22 Sport Tourer from 
Roy Cope in bits and rebuilt it in nearly 12 
months during 1957/58.

In Taupo, Graham organised the first 
Mid Island Noggin ‘n Natter and he was 
then assigned to the BOP Branch until 
1967 when the late Phil Andrews settled 
in Taupo. Together they formed the Taupo 
Branch in September that year, with 
Graham as Branch Chairman, Phil as Club 
Captain and Jack Hindess as Secretary, 
these three being the only resident members 
of the VCCNZ.

Graham has been heavily involved in 
organisation over the years with various 
responsibilities, in 1974 he controlled 
marshals for the 13th International Rally; 
1980 Route Controller Rotorua/Taupo 
sector of the 21st International Rally; 1992 
assisted the organising of Taupo as a starting 
point for the second Pan Pacific Rally.

Graham has served in the branch 
for more than one term as Chairman, 
Secretary, Bulletin Editor, Branch Delegate, 
rally organiser, fund raiser and other duties. 
He is also a Life Member of the Taupo 
Branch and a Life Member of the world wide 
Durant Motors Automobile Club. Graham’s 
wife June has been equally involved but did 
not join the Club until joint membership 
was enacted in the early 1970s. June has 
served as Secretary more than once. She 
is currently the Hall Booking Officer and 
together with Graham they are the branch 
archivists.

Olive and Reg kilbey 
hawke’s bay branch 
Compiled by Mark Jenkinson

Rarely does the opportunity arise to 
present 50 year awards to a joint member-
ship, but this is the case with Hawke’s Bay 
“life members” Reg and Olive Kilbey. They 
have been members of the Vintage Car 
Club since 24 August 1958.

The occasion of the Hawkes Bay 
Centennial celebrations parade, including 
40 Veteran and Vintage vehicles from 
around the country, was the catalyst that 
prompted Reg and Olive to place an adver-
tisement in the local paper seeking interest 
in the formation of a branch of the VCC. 
The resulting meeting of 12 locals saw the 
founding of the Hawkes Bay Branch. Prior 
to the branches formation, Hawkes Bay fell 
within the boundaries of the Wanganui 
Branch.

Olive served as the Hawke’s Bay Branch’s 
first Secretary / Treasurer, with Reg later 
taking a position on the branch committee.

They both served subsequent roles 
on branch committees, and were heavily 
involved in the organising and running 
of the highly successful 1961 National 
Rally held in Hastings. They have been 
regular attendees at branch events, and 
Olives contributions to the branch flag and 
sharing of her anecdotes to the members 
gathered at various functions over the years, 
have imparted a valuable insight into the 
branch’s past.

In Vintage circles, the Kilbeys will 
probably be best known for their magnifi-
cent Yellow and Black 1929 Chrysler 77 
roadster in which they have travelled far 
and wide since Reg took ownership in the 
late 1940s. They also have been stalwarts 
of the Veteran ranks in their 1914 Aldays 
& Onions. Reg’s more modern Daimler V8 
covers the later Vintage Car Club era.

Olive and Reg until very recently have 
continued to operate their antiques business, 
Raphael Studios, in Napier. Involvement in 
this business has seen them make many 
overseas trips where they have built up a 
wide circle of friends and acquaintances in 
the Vintage movement. Raphaels’ conse-
quently has for many years been a “must 
visit” for many local and overseas visitors.

Olive’s window displays at Raphaels 
have always been admired as depicting 
the happenings in the Bay, ranging from 
the golden days of Hawke’s Bay’s Ranfurly 
shield defences to the more recent Art Deco 
inspired themes.

50 YeAr AwArdS 
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The presentation of these 50 year awards 
are a fitting tribute to two of the Hawkes 
Bay branch’s pioneering members, whose 
enthusiasm and foresight set the branch in 
motion and helped it develop from those 
early beginnings to what is now one of the 
largest and fastest growing branch’s in the 
Vintage movement.

Owen Adeane 
hawke’s bay branch 
Compiled by Richard Anderson

Owen became a member at the founda-
tion meeting of the Hawke’s Bay Branch of 
the Vintage Car Club on 28 January 1959.

He was elected as Chairman at the 
inaugural meeting and held this position for 
two years. He then became the custodian of 
the branch Rolls-Royce for a few years. With 
meager funds available the entire member-
ship plus some very helpful volunteers 
undertook the tidying up and repainting 
of the Rolls Royce. With the use of a rent 
free car shed Owen was able to attend to 
regular maintenance checks and take it on 
club runs occasionally.

As club membership grew the branch 
outgrew the space to gather at the Hunter 
brothers bach and boatshed at the Sailing 
Club at Ahuriri so meetings were held at 
rented halls – namely Meeanee, Whakatu 

and then at Clive. With the acquisition of 
our own clubrooms at Awatoto, he joined 
the ground care team. .

Check points, marshalling, parking etc 
have always been an interesting part of 
the branch activities Owen undertook. 
With the growing popularity of Hawkes 
Bay attractions the branch continues to 
expand and has been well served by the 
able and talented members from all over 
the province for the first 50 years.

Owen has owned his PWV 1952 
Chevrolet for 48½ years taking it on club 
outings, Homestead runs, mid week runs 
and still attends club nights on a fairly 
regular basis.

Charlie black 
hawke’s bay branch 
Compiled by Carolyn Anderson

Charlie is not sure of the exact date 
of joining the Hawkes Bay Branch of the 
Vintage Car Club. It is thought to be very 
soon after the inaugural meeting. He was 
present when Club foundation member 
Andy Anderson visited here. From photos 
of his two sons riding in the 1910 single 
engine Rover which he restored for the 
Hawkes Bay Museum, it would have been 
in the early 50s.

He has restored several cars and owned a 
great number over the years. The ones he’s 
restored are a 1910 Rover, 1913 Overland, 
1916 Hupmobile, 1913 Wolseley, 1924 Ford 
Model T, 1931 Ford Model A Phaeton. He 
also owned a 1925 Bentley 3 litre, 1934 
Bugatti Type 5m, and several Rileys from 
the 1930s, and a MG J2 that during the war 
years ran on anything in liquid form that 
would burn.

Charlie doesn’t consider himself a very 
good club member as he has given little 
help in the day to day running of the Club. 
However he has lent his time to the organ-
ising of many major events put on by the 
branch over the years, and at the great age 
of 93 still enjoys taking part in our yearly 
rallies and monthly runs.

dick Goodall 
hawke’s bay branch 
Compiled by Derek Gordon

During 1959 while working at his first 
job at Waitotara North of Wanganui Dick 
acquired a Ford Model T with a rough 
home-built body. Dick had heard of the 
Vintage Car Club and subsequently joined 
the Wanganui Branch. He sold the Model 
T as parts then acquired a running Ford 
Model A and moved to Opiki, Manawatu. 
When the Manawatu Branch was formed in 

VCC National President, Hawke’s Bay Branch Chairman and 50 year awardees, l to r: John Coomber (National President), Mark Jenkinson (Chairman). 
Owen Adeane, Charlie Black, Dick Goodall, Olive Kilbey and Phil Peach
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1962 Mr Brian Wyckerly approached Dick 
and asked him to transfer to Manawatu to 
make up the numbers.

In 1965 Dick moved with his family to 
Napier, bought a rough 1955 Vanguard car, 
tidied it up and became more involved with 
the VCC. He was elected to Committee in 
19701 – 1979, and Club Captain 1976 – 1977. 
In 1985 Dick took over the family 1938 
Bedford Ute and a 1956 Morris Minor. The 
Bedford was restored by 2004 and has since 
been on a number of rallies. He also has a 
1971 Sunbeam Rapier for more comfortable 
motoring.

Dick has enjoyed being involved with 
the Spares Dept over the years and has fond 
memories of the times spent assembling the 
Branch’s MAG. He has enjoyed homestead, 
local and international runs, fancy dress 
parties etc. He has travelled in many 
Vintage vehicles, met lots of wonderful 
people over the last 50 years, and enjoyed 
being part of a truly great Club.

Philip Peach 
hawke’s bay branch 
Compiled by Richard Anderson

Joining as a 17 year old school student 
Phil was by far the youngest of the 
branch’s foundation members. With his 
1924 Chevrolet roadster (Grasshopper) 
Phil participated in branch activities as 
well as using the car as daily transport 
during his time at teachers college and 
with his subsequent teaching positions in 
Rural Hawke’s Bay.

A 1924 Chevrolet truck and 1927 Essex 
were added to the Peach collection while 
the Grasshopper was stored awaiting its 
eventual restoration.

Numerous International, National and 
branch rallies were attended in either the 
Essex or the truck until Grasshopper was 
restored and once again called into service.

In 2002 Phil and Maureen headed to 
the UK for a near geriatric OE. Here, aside 
from looking after a 300 year old house 
and grounds they once again called on the 

services of Grasshopper for local rallies and 
tours culminating in a 3000km journey 
across Denmark and Sweden to Stockholm 
to visit friends with a similar vehicle.

Philip recollects the 1970s as the peak 
of vintage motoring in NZ when members 
were prepared to use their cars extensively 
enjoying many impromptu runs and social 
gatherings not requiring the sophistication 
of today.

Phil and Maureen have recently 
returned home to New Zealand where 
they look forward to many more miles in 
Grasshopper, the 1924 Chevrolet truck or 
their 1957 Jaguar Mark I.

Incidentally, Phil’s Grasshopper posed as 
the model for the Branch’s Jubilee Logo.

50 YeAr AwArdS 

We specialise in all areas of 
upholstery and trimming on 

vintage and cars, boats, vans, 
caravans, motorbikes and trucks 

and much more.

With over 50 years experience
come and see us  

or phone for a quote.

Just off Ferry Road (by CPIT-Polytech) 

8-12 William Street, Christchurch

Phone 03 663 921

We’ve got it covered

D.A. & D.D. Goslin ltD

The Upholstery Specialists
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behind the wheel

HISPANO-SUIZA H6 

Words Allan Wylie Photos John McDonald

hispano-Suiza. now there’s a 

name to conjure with. translated 

literally into english, it means 

Spanish-Swiss, though most of their cars were made 

in France. the Spanish part of the name came from 

barcelona, where the company was first established, 

and the Swiss component was Marc birkigt, the chief 

engineer. it was probably an irreverent englishman who 

first referred to the marque as banana-Squeezer.  

he did me an inadvertent favour by giving me a clue 

about how the name should be pronounced.
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After a couple of false starts La Hispano-Suiza Fabrica 
de Automoviles came into being in 1904, producing 
mainly 4-cylinder cars of which the Alfonso, named after 

early customer King Alfonso XIII of Spain, is their best-known 
pre-WW1 model. Finding their cars selling better in France than 
in Spain, the company set up a new factory in Paris in 1911, first as 
Hispano France but soon adopting the name Hispano-Suiza.

The advent of WWI saw attention turn to military hardware 
and Birkigt’s innovative water-cooled V8 aircraft engine proved 
one of the most significant designs of the war, powering SPAD 
and SE5A fighters, among others. Around 50,000 of them were 
made, many by licensed manufacturers in France and allied 
countries. Unusually for the time, each bank of four cylinders 
was cast en bloc in aluminium, with steel liners screwed in and a 
single overhead camshaft surmounting the non-detachable head 
and acting directly on the adjustable valve retainers. Drive was 
transferred from the crankshaft to the camshafts by a shaft at the 
front of each bank, with bevel gears top and bottom. These design 
principles would be applied to many future Hispano-Suiza engines, 
both aircraft and automotive, inline and vee. Georges Guynemer, 
a French fighter ace, had a flying stork painted on the side of 
his Hispano-powered SPAD as the emblem of his squadron and 
Hispano-Suiza later adopted this design as their company trade 
mark.

With peace returning to Europe, Marc Birkigt applied his 
considerable design talents once more to luxury cars and the 
fruit of his labours first appeared in chassis form at the Paris 
Salon in 1919. Dubbed the H6 or 32 CV, this large 6-cylinder 
touring car chassis was conventional in its channel section ladder 

frame and semi-elliptic springing but embodied many advanced 
features elsewhere. The engine and gearbox, for example, were 
bolted together as a unit, eliminating the intermediate driveshaft 
and its associated complications. The rear axle was located by a 
torque tube whose front end was mounted in a spherical joint on 
a chassis crossmember. An open, universally-jointed driveshaft 
ran between this point and the gearbox. Technology derived from 
aircraft experience was evident throughout the engine. All major 
engine castings were in aluminium, the conrods were tubular and 
the tried-and-true screwed-in cylinders were there with a bore of 
100mm. Combined with the 140mm stroke of the seven-main-
bearing crankshaft, they gave a capacity of 6597cc. 

Combustion chamber design had yet to be influenced by Harry 
Ricardo’s ground-breaking work so the H6 chambers were of a 
pretty inefficient design, rather like a shoe polish tin with a pair 
of spark plugs 180 degrees apart. Twin ignition was not so unusual 
for the time but the use of two battery-and-coil systems was, most 
manufacturers hedging their bets by having one magneto and one 
battery system. 

Much attention had obviously been paid to making the engine 
look good; not, as in modern practice, by hiding it under a plastic 
cover, but by styling the exterior parts of the engine for a pleasing 
appearance. The crankcase filled the space between the frame 
rails, most parts were either polished aluminium or shiny black 
enamel and the distributor housings were integrated into the 
timing cover for a sleek look. Even the cylinder block hold-down 
studs and nuts were hidden inside the water jacket, covered by 
removable plates. This feature had the disadvantage of creating a 
potential leakage path for water into the crankcase. 
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Hispano-Suiza was an early adopter of 
4-wheel brakes and these were actuated by 
a linkage of rods, levers, cams and Perrot 
shafts. Their most distinguishing feature 
was a mechanical servo in the form of a 
drum brake, driven by skew gears from 
the gearbox output shaft, that gave power 
assistance to the driver’s foot. Rolls-Royce 
adopted this design and made it under 
licence for their own cars, but with a disc 
brake instead of a drum. This may have 
been the first of a number of commercial 
associations between the names Rolls-
Royce and Hispano-Suiza, though later 
agreements would involve aircraft, not 
cars. For example, Hispano-Suiza once 
built Nene jet engines under licence from 
Rolls-Royce and today, as a member of 
the SAFRAN conglomerate, they build 
the power transmissions for the Rolls-
Royce Trent XWB engines used in the 
Airbus A380.

The subject of this test is a 1927 H6B 
chassis carrying a replica body after the 
style of the famous Tulipwood car raced 
by Andre Dubonnet in the 1920s. Built 
on boatbuilding principles in the 1990s 
by Hill and Vaughn in the USA, this 
body comprises longitudinal and diagonal 
layers of wooden laths, all held together by 
hundreds of copper rivets, sanded smooth 
and clear coated. The timber looks like 
mahogany to me but, having never seen 
Tulipwood, it could be that for all I know. 
I do know that, with its copper trim and 
copper-plated wheel rims, this is one of the 
most striking-looking cars ever made.

The car was sent to Auto Restorations 
in Christchurch by its European owner 
to have some mechanical work done. 
The engine had burnt valves and other 
ailments and a rebuilt 8-litre engine from 

a later H6C was supplied to replace it. 
Dubonnet’s car had been fitted with an 
8-litre engine so it was appropriate that 
the replica should have one too, and 
the 6.6-litre engine, once repaired, was 
destined for another project. Replacing the 
6.6-litre engine with the bigger one is 
not a straightforward bolt-in operation but 
engineering solutions were found to all the 
problems and it was eventually done. 

An overdrive was fitted at the same 
time and numerous small repairs done to 
make all systems function properly. 

Road test
A brief road test at that time showed the 

car to be an exciting performer, but I found 
the driving position cramped and too high, 
with the wind blast over the screen hitting 
me fair in the face. I wondered why anyone 
would make such a small cockpit in such 
a big car. 

This was of minor importance though 
compared to a much bigger problem – the 
“rebuilt” 8-litre engine was mixing water 
from the cooling system with its sump 
oil. Investigation showed the water was 
seeping around the wet liners and into 
the sump so it was necessary to dismantle 
the engine and find the cause. Removing 
the shiny black-painted block revealed a 
horror story. The block was so corroded 
internally that, in some places, only a 
layer of body filler and a coat of paint was 
keeping the cooling water from escaping 
to the outside world. When the paint and 
bog were stripped away the water jacket 
was seen to be riddled with holes and 
scarred with somebody’s futile attempts at 
welding repairs so there was no alternative 
but to replace the block. A new one was 
duly obtained from a specialist in France 

and the engine rebuilt, properly this time. 
New main and big end bearings had to be 
made to replace their new but poorly-made 
predecessors, and it was only after this 
work was completed that I was able to test 
the car properly.

After consultation with the owner 
we had improved the driving position by 
recessing the seat cushion into the floor 
and thinning the padding in the back rest, 
so it was into this slightly more spacious 
cockpit that photographer John McDonald 
and I lowered ourselves to carry out this 
test.

A steering wheel a full half metre in 
diameter sits close to the driver and at its 
centre are levers to adjust ignition timing 
and low and high speed fuel mixture. 
A hand throttle lever sprouts from the 
steering column just below the wheel and 
the dash contains the usual array of gauges 
either side of a stylish triangular switch 
panel. The gear lever is a long chromed 
wand mounted outside the body and 
operating in a gate. Further back on the 
right flank is another chromed lever that 
raises or dips the headlights by rotating 
their mounting bar through a system of 
rods and levers. The handbrake is a long 
stretch forward through the spokes of 
the steering wheel under the cowl. The 
only door is on the passenger’s side so 
the absence of any central gear lever or 
handbrake is a blessing for the driver when 
getting in or out.

To start from cold, the ignition is 
switched on and the low speed mixture 
control set to “RICHE”. No need to mess 
with the ignition timing control as the 
distributors contain centrifugal advance 
mechanisms, so the lever can stay in the 
“AVANCE” position throughout. The 
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 
win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch  
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged)  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
David Barker and Hemi Te Rakau Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.
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starter engages with a solid “thunk” and the engine soon rumbles 
into life. The 87mm diameter exhaust pipe ends just in front of the 
left rear wheel so any mechanical noise, slight as it is, is drowned 
out by the roar from the pipe.

Making our way through the Christchurch streets towards the 
open road, I got familiar with the controls. The three speeds are 
engaged by sliding straight-cut gears of a size fit for a young bus, so 
double declutching is the order of the day. At first I found the 2-3 
shift tricky, missing it a few times, but after adopting a snappier 
technique I got the hang of it. 

The Laycock overdrive is set up to operate on third gear only so 
in practice it’s used as a fourth gear. The control for it is electric 
over hydraulic so a little toggle switch mounted near the driver’s 
right hand cuts it in or out. So richly endowed is the engine with 
low speed torque that, once into third gear, there is rarely any 
need to go down the box unless coming to a stop. Even left turns 
in town can be taken in top, the revs dying to just a few hundred 
per minute and then pulling lustily and smoothly away with just a 
whiff of throttle.

Open road performance is exhilarating. I didn’t really put the 
engine through its paces in deference to the recent rebuild but it 
is a torque monster, with bags of accelerative power available at 
any revs, and licence-losing speeds are effortlessly attainable if you 
dare. The tachometer shows just 1700 rpm when cruising at the 
legal limit of 100 kph in overdrive third. It’s a big car, 5.3m long 
and weighing 1.74 tonnes, even with the lightweight body, but its 

bulk is not really perceptible through the controls except when 
negotiating tight corners. When the H6 Hispano was first released 
road testers raved about its “light handling” and it is true that the 
steering feels commendably friction-free for its time, but I think 
the 7.00 x 21 Michelins on the test car must have a lot more grip 
than the skinnier tyres on the first models for it was necessary to 
use quite a lot of muscle to hustle the car along a winding road. 
Road holding is pretty good, the friction-type front shocks and 
hydraulic rears do an adequate job of controlling the long leaf 
springs so the car holds its line well, but the long wheelbase and 
great mass mean that fast changes of direction are not this car’s 
forte. Braking with the servo-assisted 400 mm drums is remark-
able for a Vintage car, with moderate pedal pressure resulting in 
reassuringly powerful deceleration.

Returning to Christchurch over Dyers Pass Road from 
Governors Bay I was confident the car would handle the gradient 
in direct third gear but expected to use second where tight corners 
forced a reduction in speed. In the event, third gear remained 
engaged all the way up, the bellowing exhaust echoing off the 
roadside bank, and I was left wondering just how low the revs 
would have to fall before the torque fell away.

In testing this car I had to keep reminding myself just how old it 
was. The H6 was announced only a year or so after the end of the 
First World War, yet few other makes had matched its performance 
and overall excellence by the beginning of the Second one.  bw
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Stuart found a 1914 Swift 40 years ago under a collapsed 
carport in Dunedin and has been rebuilding it since his 
retirement. The motor is almost finished and the body 

about ready for painting. He’s looking for a new radiator and has 
to get new wheels. He and Bob have been in touch and are able 
to help each other out. Bob’s Swift was out on the recent National 
Veteran Rally at Waipukurau and apart from some adjustments to 
the spark plugs enjoyed a trouble free-run. 

Geoff Quarrie was delighted to come across an overseas visitor 
to NZ at the same rally who is a neighbour of someone owning a 
1901 US Long Distance Tourer, the same as he is working on. He’s 
looking forward to getting information and photographs to help 
his restoration.

Our local branch paid a visit to Andrew Sim of Methven 
recently. Andrew has been a long time collector specialising 
in sleeve valve motor vehicles mainly belonging to the Knight 
marque. One of his examples is a very rare 1917 Moline Knight 
thought to be the only one in New Zealand. The car was first 
owned by Sir Heaton Rhodes in Christchurch and later sold 
to a South Canterbury farmer. It was on the farm that Andrew 
discovered it. If anyone has any information on Moline Knights 
in New Zealand Andrew would be interested in talking to you. He 
is planning a research trip to USA later in the year. Also hiding 
away in a corner of his shed is an early Thornycroft chassis on 
solid rubber tyres. 

Terry Wilson of Tekapo has given me a nice yarn from his 
past. About 50 years ago a group of intrepid old car enthusiasts 
began an annual pilgrimage to Oturehua (for those of you who 
don’t know, that’s Brass Monkey country) to take part in a hill 
climb at Queens Birthday weekend. This particular year Terry 
and Earlene took part in their 1913 Fiat. All went well and a 
good night was had at the local pub where they were staying but 
next morning the Fiat was missing. The local cop was called but 
he’d also had a happy night and wasn’t all that interested. Terry 
and his mates hunted the town without success before extending 
the search further afield. Eventually the car was located off the 
road sitting with its headlights jammed between two wires of a 
fence. The main damage was to the petrol tank at the back. It 
was obvious that the thief had no idea how to start the motor so 
another vehicle had been used to shove it from behind. A culprit 
was never found.

I’ve been contacted by an ex-Cadillac owner who has an 
original builder’s blueprint for the body of a Cadillac model K  
2 seater with beetle back. If anyone is doing a rebuild and it would 
be useful I can put you in contact.

The Otago Branch has just held its 56th Dunedin to Brighton 
Rally. Thirty cars formed an impressive display in the Octagon 
prior to being waved away by the local mayor who was almost 
asphyxiated in the cloud of smoke being emitted from Stuart 
McGraw’s 1911 AC that, on the day, was anything but sociable. 
The Georges run of misfortune continued with their 1915 
Overland breaking an axle at the start with a spectacular bang. 
It was good to see the Winter family’s 1900 Wolseley being driven 
by Gary, the third generation to continue in the family tradition. 

The report on bob Taylor’s Swift restoration in the last issue 

brought an immediate response from long time member 

Stuart Johnson who wasn’t aware of the existence of bob’s 

Swift. 

bRASS nOteS 
Words Diane Ross   randross@kinect.co.nz

Tony Devereux was the rally organiser but the 1917 Dodge was 
piloted with aplomb by Jane. John Martin had an improved run 
on the 1913 Royal Enfield albeit finishing on only one cylinder. 
Roger and Glenys Mahan had the 1905 Darracq tourer on its 
maiden voyage. Roger completed the restoration himself with the 
exception of the upholstery and the extra embellishments on the 
paintwork. The car was a total wreck 18 months ago, having been 
picked up in the Mackenzie Country years before. He was lucky to 
find an original radiator hanging in a shed and apart from a clean 
up had to do nothing to it before mounting it on the car. Roger 
has also 1908 and 1910 Darracqs in his shed. The Duncan’s Metz, 
in disgrace for stopping 50 metres before the final check, was put 
back in its horse float for time out. Bob Oakley was passenger in 
the 1912 Regal Roadster that he gave his wife as a wedding gift 
many years ago; a brave man. 

Older participants on the rally were chuffed to see Phill Boult 
in the 1913 Alldays & Onions cyclecar that his father rallied 
years ago. The car was originally owned by the Taylor family in 

1917 Moline Knight

1913 Alldays & Onions owner P Boult
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1917 Moline Knight

Central Otago. Around 1968 Gordon Boult became interested in 
this marque when he was given a motor that had powered a chaff 
cutter. In 1974 the chassis, radiator, wheels, gearbox and part of 
the body were found dismantled in an old Invercargill house and 
proved to be missing parts of the Taylor car. Gordon swapped two 
pre-1920s James motorcycles to get these. Beaulieu Motor Museum 
in the UK were able to provide designs and other information to 
help Gordon Boult (a bulldozer contractor) and Bill Anderton (a 
woodwork teacher) with the restoration that was completed over 
eight months, the spur being a major rally coming up in Timaru. 
Not bad as Gordon lived in Gore and Bill in Invercargill.

Along with several other New Zealand provinces it appears 
that a 1903 Oldsmobile was the first petrol driven vehicle in 
the Taranaki area although apparently a steam car was owned 
by Mr William Bayly a couple of years previously. My source 
of information has documented it as a troublesome beast. The 
Oldsmobile was owned by Dr H B Leathem and is reported to 
have been a four seater model that is reputed to travel at 40kph 
and climb the local hills in top gear on a good day. On one 
occasion the flywheel came adrift and cartwheeled away never to 
be seen again. The unusual chuff of the Oldsmobile motors seems 
to have an adverse effect on the horse population. One day Dr 
Leathem spooked the local milk-cart horse which in turn bolted 
and managed to demolish a considerable amount of roadside 
property before finally disintegrating. (That’s the cart not the 
horse.) In 1907 the good doctor upgraded to a new 2 cylinder 
vehicle manufactured by Reynolds Jackson. Not a good choice as 
the gearing system rested entirely on a single pin that held it onto 
the gear shaft. On a trip to Stratford the pin broke and the car 
had to be driven all the way home in reverse. In 1912 he upgraded 
to a KRIT that was virtually unrepairable in New Zealand so he 
soon exchanged it for a 1913 Clement-Talbot.

A few snippets from the fourth Webb’s Motorcycle Auction 
held in November in Auckland. A 1913 Baby Triumph sold for 
$8000 (conditional). The 1908 Triumph TT 475 fixed engine 
went for $25,500 (conditional) and a nice 1915 Triumph 55 
Model H with cane side car that brought $45,000 (conditional.) 
The 1904 Brown sold unconditionally for $28,000. I’m going to 
sneak in an almost Veteran, a 1919 Indian Power Plus and sidecar 
that sold unconditionally for $52,000. Apparently a future sale is 
already in the pipeline.

I must draw your attention to Diane Wilton of Hunterville 
who must surely be one of the most accommodating women in 
the Veteran car scene. Husband Doug carried out the restoration 
of their 1910 Buick in the billiard room adjacent to the lounge. 
The Buick was purchased at an auction in Te Awamutu, the 
vendor being a chap who was importing a Maxwell but had to 
buy the Buick as part of the deal. It’s an unusual model having a 
side valve motor and was the last of the models built to be high 
wheelers. With the availability of smaller tyres it was changed to 
smaller wheels before reaching the market. Having completed the 
restoration up until the stage where oil was required they had a 
very ticklish task to remove the car through the lounge, out of the 
door and around the side of the house to the shed. Fortunately all 
ended well but I’m told it took some special manoeuvering.

To finish with I would like to quote four instructions from 
the original 1901 Oldsmobile handbook that you may find 
enlightening; 

“Don’t do anything to your motor car without good reason 
and without knowing what you are doing.”

“Don’t imagine that your motor runs well on equal parts of 
water and gasoline.” 

“Don’t make improvements without writing to the factory.”

“Never make a quick turn of the steering lever while the 
vehicle is running at high speeds, it is liable to cause a bad 

accident.”
  bw

1905 Darracq owned by R and G Mahan
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The address bar of your internet browser is at 
the top of the screen and if you use Internet 
Explorer the page will look similar to this.

To find the VCC Rally 2012 website
Type the website address into the 

address bar of the internet browser on 
your computer.

www.vccrally2012.co.nz

dates for the Rally
The Rally commences from various 

points around New Zealand on Saturday 
14 January 2012 with the tours arriving 
in Wanganui on Monday 16 January 
2012. The Rally finishes on Thursday 26 
January 2012 after the final Grand Dinner 
at the Rally Headquarters Village at the 
Wanganui Community Sports Centre.

entry Form. 
This will be completed by the end of 

March and planned for release on the 
web site in April. It is our intention to 

rAllY uPdATeVCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540 info@rally2012.co.nz

Standard
̋NŌ MurI PūkeNga kŌ Mua PūaWaI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

to be involved in if they so wish. Once 
arrangements have been finalised they 
will start to be placed as attachments to 
our website so that you are able to see 
what has been organised.

Can you help?
The following are the people who wish 

to borrow vehicles or want to be passen-
gers and their email address:
Stephan & Kay bertalan  
 bertalan@telus.net Car
lois & Marcel brulotte  
 lolome@shaw.ca  Passengers
horsfield, roger  
 rogerorjane@btinternet.com Car
John Johnston  
 finer70@optusnet.co.au Car
John & ruth Knight  
 knight37@bigpond.net.au Car 
iain & Carole McClymont 
  iainmcclymont@shaw.ca Car 
John Mclean  
 jandgmclean@optusnet.com.au  Car
robert Sohl  
 rcs@cruzio.com Car 
doug & Shauna Veale  
 ddecoverley@shaw.ca Car 

Commercial Vehicles.
The organising committee is very keen 

to locate a number of commercial vehicles. 
We are interested in locating double 
decker buses, Veteran and Vintage buses 
or vehicles capable of carrying a small 
number of passengers. If you know of such 
a vehicle could you please contact me on 
027 2484 665.

 Bruce Hutton qsm

 Rally Director

Rally dates

Monday 16 January - Friday 27 January 2012

have all entrants enter online and they 
will receive acceptance information in 
an online reply. However I understand 
that there are a few of our members who 
wish to post their entry into the Rally 
Committee. The entry form has been 
designed to be downloaded by any person 
who has access to a computer and printer. 
Once downloaded it can then be filled out 
and posted in. The intention is that by 
registering online all information can be 
moved electronically so that it will mean 
that there is little chance of errors in the 
final publications in Rally entrant’s books. 
It also means that we will make a saving 
of over $20,000 in printing and postage.

Rally Registration of interest.
To date we have had 308 members 

register their interest and a summary of 
those show that they have come from the 
following countries.

New Zealand  237
Germany  1
United Kingdom 4
Australia  33
Scotland  2
Canada  17
USA 10
Finland 1
Sweden  1
India 1
South Africa 1
Total  308

Rally destinations
All of the six rally arrival points have 

been approached and committees have 
been organised so that there is going to be 
a wide variety of activities for all entrants 

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz
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CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST. 
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$54 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 332 3827.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
VCCNZ Branch Rate ¼ pg $121 $99 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR sale

1928 MODEl A TuDOR,  Registered and WOF. Very 
good all round car. $20,000. Phone Jack 09 425 
5637 or 027 437 0396 or 491 Mahurangi East Rd, 
Warkworth.   MeM

1928 WIllyS KNIGHT MODEl 56  project 2 door 
sedan, dismantled original car to restore. Chassis 
axles etc blasted painted. Extra motor parts, 
gearbox, axle, wheels. Brakes relined. Wooden 
spoke wheels rebuilt varnished. Same clean dry 
storage for 37 years. $4,000. Phone 03 578 9485 
Blenheim.   MeM

1955 AuSTIN A30,  Reg, WOF & VCC identity Card. 
Runs very well. Very tidy car, new leather upholstery, 
plus many spares. Surplus to requirements. Phone 
03 579 4458.  MeM

Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

DiSTRiBUTOR PaRTS anD SeRVice 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish.  
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum advance Units.  
Mechanical FUel PUMPS RePaiReD.  

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa,  
Manukau City, 2576. 

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com caRBUReTTOR Re-cOnDiTiOning — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(levin) 06 368 2202

cOachWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

cOachBUilDeR  Re-wooding, panelwork, 
fabrication, fibreglass work of Vintage and 
Classic cars. Full or part restorations. For all your 
restoration requirements phone Davies Coachworks 
03 310 6691 cell 027 330 9581 Rangiora. Qualified 
Coachbuilder. Veteran•Vintage•Classic 

hUBcaPS – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed not 
spun to the closest possible original specifications. 
I can manufacture any model that uses the skin 
system plus many others provided they do not 
exceed 10½" in diameter. For more information 
phone Dave Patten Replica Manufacturing (2003) 
ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 New york Street, 
Martinborough. Email dave.patten@wise.net.nz 

gOT ViBRaTiOn PROBleMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

DRiVeShaFTS DRiVeShaFTS DRiVeShaFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Manukau 2025, Auckland. Phone 09 278 
3888 evenings.

A40 FARINA  Parts for sale. Petrol tank, doors, 
bonnet, front windows, 4 1275 Marina motors, will 
fit A40, A 35, Sprite, MG midget using the front and 
back plates of a 948 A series. Windscreen, wiper 
motor. Complete heater, spare matrix, set of pedals 
many other small parts, all in Taupo. Phone 07 378 
3194 or wk 07 377 3009. James Cowie.  MeM

ANNABEllE (1) & (2) 1923 & 1924  Rag Tops 2 
seater Coupe no 2 with Granny seat. 500 miles 
since full rebuild. Mint order. No 1: 36 years our 
stable, low mileage, very good order. Both WOF etc. 
A pair of bull nose models $50,000 or swap running 
Veteran with cash adjustment. Either way. Phone 
NP 09 758 3669.  MeM

CHEV 1939 VAN MODEl JC SERIES.  Green with 
black guards and side mounted spare. Very good 
overall condition. Been stored under cover for over 
20 years. Photos can be emailed on request. Offers 
wanted. Email stansure@ihug.co.nz Phone 03 
3181109.  MeM

ClASSIC ROVER lIMO 1997  825 SlI2.5 luxury 
interior cream calf, green met. Rover mags. Stacker, 
100,00kms believed original. Ex-order fully serviced 
inc auto all extras. $5,000 offer. Phone NP 09 758 
3669 or 027 485 6793.   MeM



46 Beaded Wheels

6116.

HEADlAMPS (PAIR)  Face 180mm depth 160mm 
Vauxhall on lens medallions bulb shields. Phone 
Dan Harte 06 378 7036.   MeM

MINI MOTOR (FOR A BICyClE) HANDBOOK  $10, 
sales catalogues Daimlers 1955 $25, Alvis 1948 
Special Sports Tourer B&W photocopy $5, Daimler 
& BSA cars 1923 70 pages 56 photos and some 
drawings of all mechanicals, bodies, chassis + 
models etc mint condition $100. Phone T lightfoot, 
03 384 5211.  MeM

MORRIS MINOR CONVERTIBlE,  1952 OHV, very 
good condition. Wof & Reg. $8,000 ono. Honda 90 
motorcycle, 1966, no plate, scruffy but runs very 
well. $600 ono. Phone Christchurch 03 960 2122 or 
andypushrod@hotmail.com

MOTORCyClE BOOKS FOR SAlE  All VERy GOOD 
CONDITION, offers wanted. Classic Motorbikes by 
Pucket & Penny, Racing Motorcycles by M Woollett, 
The Complete Illustrated Encyclopaedia of the World’s 
Motorcycles by E Tragatsch, The Pictorial History of 
Motorcycling by T Middlehurst, The Encyclopaedia of 
Motorcycling by G Bishop, Superbikes Down Under by 
T Hall, The Illustrated Motorcycle Legends – Triumph by 
R Bacon, Great British Motor Cycles of the Fifties by B 
Currie, Great British Motor Cycles of the Sixties by B 
Currie. Phone John 03 481 1475.

TWO 4.75 x 5.00 19” TyRES,  suit Model A etc. 
Brand new never used $180 each plus freight. 
Phone 06 868 8058 Gisborne.   MeM

VAuxHAll VElOx 1955 HAND AND PARTS BOOKS,  
one wheel with chrome trim, 4 hub caps. Fiat 125 5 
steel wheels, 4 hub caps no dents, tool kit complete 
in plastic case. Vauxhall 3.3 cylinder head, 4 steel 
wheels. Standard 4cyl. engine c.1924/25 complete, 
exposed pushrods. Mini Cooper S RH fuel tank, 
smiths rev. counter, 1300 blocks cranks rods, heads, 
cooper S heads. Morris Marina TC twin 1.5" Su 
carbs manifold and extractor complete. Ph 07 348 
4227 021 043 7673. 

WRECKING 2 x 1960 4 Cyl VANGuARD  utes, some 
parts available. Phone Richard 04 577 0350 or write 
to 11 Purser Grove, Epuni, lower Hutt.   MeM

PenRiTe OilS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, S.u 
dash pot and water pump grease. M S Coombes 
ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

VinTage engine ShORTBlOcKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VinTage WOOD PROBleMS? For all your Vintage 
woodwork requirements, I can reproduce your car’s 
woodwork from original parts, patterns and photos. 
Model A parts made to order, also Morris Traveller 
Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of Distinction. Purakau 
St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 327 6164.

VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.

ValVeS exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

ClASSIC & ODDBAll ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

PenRiTe engine cOOl anT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PiSTOnS FOR VinTage anD claSSic engineS 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   MeM

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
unit 1 11 Penn Place, upper riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a empire road, belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

FORD MODEl A, 1929  Cust Firetruck has original 
wooden spoke wheels in good condition. 83,000 
miles on clock, 2 speed overdrive, Timken diff, 
history papers, missing one headlamp and running 
board. Great project $3,500 ono. Phone 03 442 

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MeM.

Bean TRUcK FRaMe FOR Sale  All offers 
considered. Please contact Terry Harpe 07 843 
7990, email terryh@mysterycreek.co.nz 

1937 OlDSMOBile  Good tidy car REluCTANT 
SAlE.  Mechanically sound - motor, gearbox, diff 
etc have all been reconditioned. Registered and 
WOF $17,500 ono. Phone Kevern 03 216 9336.
  MeM

VinTage & claSSic QUaRTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

chRySleR 77 ROaDSTeR  Very original - One 
repaint in late 1950s. First place in AACA 1963. 
This is the real thing – no patch panels, no bog, 
no tanalised timber. Rust free Californian car with 
plenty of patina. Recent rebuilt and balanced 
engine. I’ve had for 10 years and only the 3rd 
owner. $100,000. Phone 07 549 1242. Photos by 
email bev.os@xtra.co.nz  MeM
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome  

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

lOTUS MaRK 6 1955  No.114 MGA 1500 Motor 
and Gearbox. Came to New Zealand in 1965. 
VIC card. All ready for next Hillclimb, road legal. 
$50,000 ono. Phone Ivan 09 483 5744  MeM

1957 aUSTin a35 neW PainT,  upholstery and 
chrome. Good mechanical condition, 82,000 miles. 
Reg & WOF. Some spares, $4,600. Phone 06 343 
1160 Wanganui or email: ivan-jackie@paradise.
net.nz  MeM

1934 TeRRaPlane  Older restoration but 
in good order and repair. Recent motor work 
and running well. Receipts available. Reg and 
WOF. $18,000. Phone John Willis 07 889 6041 
email aandjwillis@infogen.net.nz  MeM

1928 RUgBy – 4 DOOR SeDan  1948 MGy – 4 
DOOR SEDAN, 1947 MORRIS 8 SERIES E 4 DOOR 
SEDAN These Vehicles are older restorations 
and are offered for sale on behalf of deceased 
estate. There are a number of mechanical spares 
available for each vehicle. Please direct offers and 
expressions of interest to Ian Bleakley, Hawera. 
Phone 06 278 6519 or 027 623 8854   MeM

1954 ciTROen l15  This vehicle is registered and 
has a current WOF. Recent work done includes, 
brakes, clutch, CV joints, rear shocks, Front wheel 
brgs. Asking $15,000 ono. Phone Ian 06 306 9246 
  MeM

TWO Only TWin caRB ManiFOlDS  4 port 3 
mounting studs 36 mm carbs Manifold part no 
7198148. One as pictured $200, other manifold 
less aircleaner and accessories $150. Contact 
Barrie Grant, grantbl@xtra.co.nz phone 07 846 
5698  MeM
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1928 MODel a TUDOR   
Ron Bishop, Automania  Helensville, 09 420 7282, 
0226 135 625 automania@xtra.co.nz

1951 alViS Ta 21 Dhc  Restored 2007. Excellent 
condition. used in all Alvis Car Club events.  
Full History. Genuine reason for sale. POA. Phone 
09 236 4506  MeM

1929 RUgBy cOUPe  $32,000. Fully restored. 
Mechanically sound. Spares available. Personalised 
plate. VIC card. Genuine reason for selling. Phone 
03 313 7194 or 0274 394 971  MeM

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.

TOyOTa cROWn 1974.  Top spec model NZ new. 
One owner for 18 years. Column select automatic. 
Power steering & windows. AM/FM radio. All 
original and drives superbly. Fabulous blue brocade 
interior. Entire car virtually new throughout. 
Vintage and classic eligible. Inspection/drive will 
not disappoint $18,750. Phone 03 388 9977  MeM.

WolSeley 4/44 1955  Reconditioned engine and 
clutch 2007 (receipts available). paint and interior 
excellent. $7,000 ono. Phone John 04 479 8569 or 
0274 524 326  MeM

1968 VOlKSWagen  Has been restored and 
goes well. $7000 ono. Contact Barry or Jennifer 
Goodman, 31a Elizabeth St, Seaview, Timaru 7910. 
Phone 03 688 9872, email bazjen@callsouth.net.
nz  MeM

1936 WillyS  Older restoration, but still tidy. 
$7,000. Phone M A Ward 03 308 5941  MeM

1935 chRySleR c6 engine  $200 was in pieces 
when I got it now loosely assembled. Sorry don’t 
know sizes, missing w/pump, flywheel, clutch and 
engine mounts. Phone lindsay 03 437 0809 or 
021 230 1062  MeM

1950 SUnBeaM S7.  Shed find. Complete 
mechanical recon. New wiring converted to 12v. 
Heaps of spares. Need VIN. $7,000.00. Phone 
after hours 03 216 5298  MeM

BenTley R TyPe 1953   NZ New, I have owned 
this car for over 30 years. Engine completely 
rebuilt by Wally Prasad from genuine RR parts. 
All documentation available. Original condition. A 
very motorable car. $48,000. Phone John Williams 
07 549 1016  MeM
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wAnted to Buy

1937 BuICK ENGINE COVER  for over spark plugs. 
Phone Ken 027 210 1826.   MeM

1939 FORD DEluxE FORDOR SEDAN   Inside 
window frames/garnish mouldings including 
windshield, rear window surround and quarter 
windows. Phone contact Neil on 09 479 7243 or 
neiljane@ihug.co.nz   MeM

BEADED EDGE MOTORCyClE RIM,  Westwood type 
26 inch 40 hole. Any 1912 Triumph or New Hudson 
parts. I have parts to swap or will buy. Phone 09 
478 9699, 027 642 4222, gruz.p@clear.net.nz  MeM

BEADED WHEElS ISSuE NO 14  wanted to buy.  
Ph 06 368 5611, davidbrowns@slingshot.co.nz   MeM

BRITISH 500 OR 350 OHV SINGlE WANTED . 
Preferably in good mechanical condition. Ariel Red 
Hunter NH / VH, BSA B31 / B33, Matchless / AJS, 
Velocette, Norton etc. Other interesting bikes also 
considered. Phone 03 383 3159 or 027 382 6563 or 
email: mcaracowie@gmail.com   MeM

BSA C10 250CC MOTORBIKE,  late 1940s. Any 
condition considered. Contact Grant Patterson on 
021 823 336 or email grant.anita@xtra.co.nz.  MeM

COVENTRy ClIMAx 6 CylINDER 2.0  litre engine 
wanted to buy. These engines were made by 
Coventry Climax and fitted to Triumph cars (and 
others) in the mid 1930s. likely to be badged as 
“Triumph” on rear lower block RHS. Any information 
as to possible whereabouts would also be helpful. 
Ph 07 579 9621 or ron.elton@xtra.co.nz  MeM

DASHBOARD PARTS OR WHOlE DASH  for 1927 
Chrysler 70 car, also large two inch updraft carb 
Stromberg M type or Tillotson in good condition or 
easily repaired. Phone/fax 0354 18467 email iws@
ts.co.nz  MeM.

DOuGlAS MOTORCyClE PARTS WANTED  for 
1923-25 TS model. I need lots so will consider 
any parts, eg mudguards, carby, seat, rear carrier, 
gearbox and chain pulleys, control levers, front 
wheel etc. Phone Stephen Hinds 03 439 5733, or 
email stephen.hinds@xtra.co.nz

FORD MODEl A ROADSTER PICKuP WANTED . 
Anything considered. Contact David (evenings) on 
06 354 4522 or email photographs and details to 
ozkiwi@xtra.co.nz   MeM

FORD MODEl T 1909 TO 1916 WANTED TO Buy.  
Would consider any body style and in any condition. 
Preference would be for one that needed some 
work. Contact Cliff at 021 809 516 or 06 879 9181 
Email Shenandoah@airnet.net.nz  MeM

FORMulA 5000 RACE CAR DAMAGED  or in pieces 
for a project. Must be reasonably priced. Phone 03 
442 1965.   MeM

HOlDEN EH OR, EJ WIPER MOTOR  2 speed 
wanted to buy, Road wheel 13” 5 stud 
Ph 07 345 6540   MeM

NEW ZEAlAND NuMBER PlATES WANTED  to buy. 
All years from county plates through to 1966.  
In particular with prefixes e.g. A, B, C, D, E, H, l, P, 
R, S, T, V, x, DPl nad GOVT, also motorcycle plates 
similar to samples above. Will purchase singles 
through to entire collections. Phone Graham 03 338 
0314 or 021 365 449 or email graham.freeman@
xtra.co.nz   MeM

ONE DuNlOP WIRE WHEEl  No. J 8 A D x516 6J 
V14x10 or the whereabouts of some spokes for 
same. Phone Derek 027 226 0519.   MeM

PISTON WANTED FOR TRIuMPH TERRIER.  Standard 
57mm or any o/size complete with rings + gudgeon, 
prefer new but will take good second hand. Phone 
number 06 844 9733 email l.bulloch@xtra.co.nz  MeM

PRE - SElECTOR GEARBOx. ENV75 OR 110.  
Any condition considered, Also Marshall J75 
supercharger or MK12 Roots Cabin Blower or other. 
Again any condition considered. Phone Frank 09 
238 4419 or email emgee@paradise.net nz

PRE WAR COuPE OR ROADSTER  preferably restored 
or good original condition. No objection to minor 
repairs or re registration. Phone Peter laing 0800 
773 773 or email leviathan@xtra.co.nz   *MeM

VINTAGE CAR WANTED PREFERABly 6 CylINDER,  
Dodge or Chrysler preferred but other makes 
considered must have current WOF. Willing to pay 
up to $12,000 anywhere in North Island. What’s out 
there? Please write with details to Vintage Car, 11 
Purser Grove, Epuni, lower Hutt.   MeM

WANTED FOR 1929 MARQuETTE SEDAN  rear 
speedo drive, casting for gearbox (Mungie) possibly 
Oldsmobile or Pontiac, is this correct. Radiator 
badge, parts manual, hub caps, lighting and throttle 
control levers, fit above steering wheel. Phone 
lindsay Sherer 03 476 4642.   MeM

TRiUMPh MOTORcycle caRBUReTTOR  or 
parts as pictured but clamp on fitting type, and 
a Triumph sd gearbox and primary covers any 
foot levers for 1912 to 14 pedal gear and engine 
pulleys. Phone 09 533 8050 email taylorhq@xtra.
co.nz

SUMP  to suit Holden 6cyl. Red engine as per 
drawing  ph 07 3456540 E mail Maurie.c@xtra.
co.nz mem

ReaDing STanDaRD MOTORcycle  Any 
information or parts for the V twin models to 
complete a project. I also have some parts for 
swaps. Contact Alastair 0800 33 32 31 work hours 
or AH 03 322 1446   MeM 

The Willys Overland Knight Registry is 
the world’s best source of literature on 
Sleeve Valve engines and the vehicles 

manufactured by the Willys organisation – 
Willys Knight, Whippet, Overland and Willys 

to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the  
American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive,  
RD 11, Masterton 5871

Phone 06 377 3064  
Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEaLaND CHaPTER

1935 PlyMOUTh 2 DOOR SeDan   Rare. 
Restoration by TG Restorations, of a good clean 
car. Few modifications to make it drive and handle 
– High ratio diff, falcon steering box, lowered with 
15” wires and radials. Stock rebuilt motor and 
trans, 12volt, leather. Runs 60-65 mph easily – 
1000 miles since finished. $38,000 Phone 07 549 
1242. Photos by email bev.os@xtra.co.nz 

wAnted  
to Buy
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SwAP MeeTS & rallies

A fully escorted small group tour for lovers of planes, trains and 
especially automobiles, flying to the UK, Germany, Italy and France

Tour includes: 2 day RAF airshow at 
Waddington airfield • Beaulieu historic house, 
gardens and motor museum • Showrooms, 
museums and factory visits to some of 
motorings most respected names including 
Porsche, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Bugatti, Audi, 
Ducati and more • Visits to 007 and Top Gear 
displays • Vintage, modern and concept cars. 
• The incredible Speyer Technik and Sinsheim 
museums • A day trip to Hitlers ‘Eagles nest’ 
high in the Alps. • All flights, tips, taxes, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, hotels and most 
meals included • Limited group size escorted 
by Travel 2 U escort and enthusiast! 

Contact Andrew @ Travel 2 U on  

0800 12 12 22 
for a copy of the brochure and full tour details.

 Mad About 
Motors 28 June – 24 July 2010
 Mad About 
Motors 28 June – 24 July 2010

ROTORUA VINTAGE & 
VETERAN CAR CLUB INC

30th Annual Central North Island

Swap Meet and Car Show 
Spectacular
Note New veNue 

Stock Car Raceway Paradise valley 
SuNdAy 11 July 2010

Featuring Vintage, Veteran, Classic Cars and Hotrods 

This event will be of interest to collectors of Vintage, 
Veteran, Classic and collectable cars, Motorcycles, Hotrods, 
memorabilia, old car books, models in fact anything of a 
collectable or antique nature.

Open from 7am till 3pm with hot food and refreshments 
available.

For site bookings ph Denis Burr 07 333 2807  
email dpburr@orcon.co.nz

For car show enquiries  
ph David Philps 07 357 4881  
email roommatecabins4u@clear.net.nz

EvENt COORDINAtOR PHIL MENZIES PH 07 533 3878

admission Seller’s vehicle & driver $10 
all others $5 per person (accompanied children FRee)

MOTORCYCLISTS MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

nORth OtAGO VCC nZ (inC.)
is hosting the

2011 NATIONAL 
MOTORCYCLE RALLY

in OAMARU

26-27 February 2011
north otago has a variety of interesting tarsealed roads for you to ride 
and we wish to especially invite riders of VeTerAn biKeS to this event.

on the AfTer rAllY Tour you will ride through the waitaki Valley, over 
the lindis Pass into Central otago and return to oamaru via the Pigroot 

and there will be gravel road options on the Tour.
The After rally Tour will leave oamaru on Monday 28th february and 

return on friday 4th March 2011.
The north otago branch Annual gerald lynch-blosse rally will be held on 

Saturday 5th March 2011.
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VCC NZ ASHBURTON BRANCH

SWAPMEET
Saturday May 1 2010

Club grounds 86 Maronan road
Tinwald, Ashburton

gates open 7.30am no dogs. food Available
Site bookings: Anne hart, 65 oak grove; Ashburton 7700

email: annestuh@clear.net.nz Phone 03 308 5733 
branch Address: Po box 382, Ashburton 7740 
Secretary: rod begbie, ashburton@vcc.org.nz  

phone 03 308 4402



 





























Attention All  
Pre 1956 MG owners

The 18th  
Pre’56 MG 

NaTioNal rally
GeralDiNe 

(South Canterbury)

23 – 27 January 2011

Members of the MG Car Club and/or the Vintage Car 
Club are eligible. 

Programme includes Concours d’etat, Trial, Gymkhana 
and autocross with plenty of time to socialise and 
explore this exciting and historic area of the South 

island.

For more rally and accommodation information contact
Dren errington 03 942 0251 mgcc.canterbury@paradise.co.nz 

or Peter Croft 03 384 9534 bovett.croft@paradise.net.nz

 

3rd Veteran 
and Vintage tour

april 2011
 

This Tour will start in gore on 25th April, 
immediately after the South island easter rally  
and finish 10 days later in South Canterbury. 

Travel with fellow Vintage enthusiasts on little 
known vintage-type roads spending three days in 
the beautiful Catlins before heading northwards to 

finish in South Canterbury.

The last two Vet & Vin Tours have been reported 
in Beaded Wheels. if this is your type of  

touring mark it on your calendar and watch 
for more details.

Organiser this time is Marilyn Mckinlay  
Canterbury branch in conjunction with 

John Chynoweth South island Club Captain.
enquiries and expressions of interest to Marilyn Mckinlay  
Ph/Fax 03 3496951 or email bmm45@ext.canterbury.ac.nz

VCC national events
2011

national Motorcycle rally  north otago 25 - 27 feb
national Veteran rally Ashburton 18 - 20 feb
national easter rally Si  gore  22 - 25 April
national easter rally ni Taranaki 22 - 25 April

2012
international rally Vero rally 2012 wanganui 16 - 27 Jan
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•  

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St asaph St, christchurch, NZ. phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES 
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY  

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or nOT working at all?

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded Wheels
trade directory

Connecting enthusiasts and 
professionals around  

New Zealand.
Contact us today to list your 

business here.

R E S T O R A T I O N

ve terAn vIntAGe clAssIc 
qUAlIFIed coAchbUIlder

dAvIes coAchWorKs
Ph (03) 310 6691 cell 027 330 9581

 

You can target 
your customers 
quickly and 
effectively by 
advertising in the Beaded Wheels 
Trade directory. From only $55 per 
issue your full colour advert will be 
seen by over 8,000 readers and 
motoring enthusiasts every issue. 

To find out more contact  
Beaded Wheels  
phone 03 332 3531 or  
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 

affordable 
effective  
advertising



 Beaded Wheels 53

idletorque

ashburton   Peter Knight
David and Marion Oakley’s run pre- 

Christmas left on 16 December for Central 
Otago. Sixteen cars made the trip and a 
very enjoyable five days was had by all. 

The New Year’s Day run saw over 50 cars 
depart the clubrooms at 1.30pm. The run 
was through Westerfield and Valetta and 
onto Methven, then finished at Andrew 
Sims’ property. Andrew gave an interesting 
talk on Willys-Knight cars and various 
other cars for restoration. It was then back 
to the Ashburton Domain for the annual 
barbeque tea. 

Club night in January was a visit to Lake 
Hood for another barbeque meal with 13 
cars braving rather cool conditions. Our 
annual Rally on 30 January saw some 77 
cars participate. After three simple field 
tests it was out the gate and on a run, which 
finished at the Mount Somers Domain. 
The run was very relaxed, the day being 
not too hot making for a very enjoyable 
trip. Over 100 people sat down to a very 
enjoyable dinner in the museum. Being 
surrounded by Vintage cars certainly added 
to the occasion. A feature of the rally was 
the large number of outside entries. Some 
of the main prize winners were: 
Vintage Motor Cycle
roger hart 1929 AJS 
Commercial Overall – Crum trophy
Alistair and denise McKenzie  1930 ford A 
Veteran
John hastilow 1912 Cadillac 30 
Vintage
rob and dianne ross  1925 dodge Tourer 
Vintage Car Concours
Jean winchester  1928 Auburn 
Post Vintage
neil McKenzie 1937 Packard 
Post war
roger Jopling 1958 Triumph Tr 3A 
Post 60
don and Judy bennetts  1963 Morris oxford 
best Performance Overall
roger Jopling  1958 Triumph Tr 3A 

A warm welcome to New Members John 
and Deidrie Wells with their collection of 
1950 – 62 BSA motorcycles. 

Also a welcome to Trevor Begg with his 
1937 Chevrolet sedan. This car was bought 
new by Trevor’s Grandmother (Mrs Emily 
Begg). It was passed on to Trevor’s Father 
in 1948 and left the ownership of the Begg 
Family in 1970. After three owners Trevor 
purchased it back in December 2009.

auckland  John Stokes
Thanks to the generosity of Richard 

Langridge and the computer skills 
of Michael Clark we have a website  
www.avvcc.org.nz so please check it out. 
The site is linked to the VCCNZ website.

Motorcycles: Clive Hallam 1926 EW 
Douglas, Denis Dring 1930 BSA B4-30 and 
Ron Carpenter 1928 BSA Sloper upheld 
the honour of the Vintage motorcycle at 
our New Year’s Day run. This saw 40 bikes 
and 23 cars converge on Kaiaua. Graeme 
Crawley produced a PV 250cc Panther, and 
Lloyd Wilson’s 1960 Jawa 250 made a first 
branch appearance at this event. Twenty-six 
starters were on the Bert Cuthbertson 
run but no one entered the Cecil Light 
Restoration Trophy. The 1928 Harley 
Davidson Model J which Mark Tomlin rode 
across the USA has been sold to John 
Chynoweth. A new motorcycle member is 
Neil Fudger with a 1947 P&M Panther

Veteran: Thirteen Veterans attended 
the Coast to Coast run on 2 January, 
all were well tried, rally proven vehicles. 
Barry Robert’s 1909 Rover being the only 
2-cylinder vehicle present. Alan Price was 
given a beautiful 0–60 mph Smiths speedo 
for his Clement Bayard and we hope it 
doesn’t weigh the car down too much. 
Chris North’s 1903 Riley Tricar is having 
the upholstery done.

Vintage: Gary Langstone has bought a 
barn fresh 1930 Rolls-Royce 20/25 fitted 
with a Hooper touring body. The car was 
hidden in the Far North for many years. 
On a recent clubnight we had a visit 
from Herman and Candelaria Zapp from 
Argentina who are doing an extended world 
tour in a 1928 Graham Paige. The Graham 
has had the chassis and body extended to 
cater to a growing family born enroute. Try 
Googling www.Graham-paige.com for some 
of their exploits. Barry Robert was hard 
at work repairing a couple of their wheels. 
Peter Wood hopes the rerivetting of his 
1930 Marquette chassis will be completed 
soon

PV PWV P60V: Ted Gravatt has 
purchased a very original 1938 Vauxhall 
DX, while Brian Barclay has just imported a 
1957 Chev Bel Air Sport Coupe.

Commercial: Hans Dorbeck has been 
doing structural work on his ex education 
department Bedford bus.

General: About 18 of our members went 
to the Hawke’s Bay Art Deco event, all in 
genuine art deco cars. 

Banks peninsula   Paul Tayler
Club activities started for the 2010 year 

on New Year’s Day. Great weather encour-
aged a large turnout of the huge variety of 
vehicles proudly owned by our members. 
The Little River Domain in the heart of 
our club territory was ringed with these 
beauties. Good music provided by the 
Mainland Big Band, barbeque by the local 
fire brigade and swimming at the local pool 
made for a pleasant day. 

idle

Bankcard – Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92  

New Zealand 6 Issues $73.50 or 12 issues $144  
Overseas 6 Issues $85.50 or 12 issues $168  

First published in 1973.  
All back issues are available.  

All vehicles featured are 
restored or in original 

condition. Events, How To’s 
and Australian motoring 

history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS 
Magazine Australia

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes
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idletorque

Garage Raid, Sunday 24 January. A 
last minute change meant Michael Pigeon 
took a large number of enthusiast on a 
tour through Auto Restorations where no 
less than five Delahayes, Type 57 and 51 
Bugattis, the ex Dick Seaman Grand Pix 
Delage, a tulip wood bodied Hispano Suiza, 
and many more interesting vehicles could 
be viewed in various states of repair. Our 
thanks to Michael and Auto Restorations 
for the interesting tour.

Skope, 5-7 February, Ruapuna 
Motorsport Park, Christchurch. We had 
28 starters in this event. Three races were 
run on the Saturday and only one on 
the Sunday, which was disappointing for 
competitors and spectators. There was keen 
racing within the groups. The Stanton 
Corvette was just too quick and going very 
well, making a clean sweep of all races. 
For the first time in our local speed events 
there was a serious collision involving two 
club members vehicles- an XK150 and the 
Terrapin. Fortunately both drivers were able 
to walk away from the accident. Thanks to 
Club members showing their vehicles in 
the display area.

Enzed Classic and Historic race meeting, 
12-14 February at Timaru International 
Motor Raceway. A depleted field from the 
previous weekend saw 21 cars take the 
starting lights. There were races within 
the races with the fast single seaters doing 
battle ahead of the sports cars not far 
behind. Great credit goes to the older less 
“hot” ladies who are not far behind at all. 
Keep bringing your cars to these events 
as the public love to see our motoring 
heritage. 

Bay of plenty   ron elton
January is traditionally a quiet month 

for our Club all in anticipation of the 
Anniversary Weekend Rally. No sooner 
had the Clubrooms opened for registra-
tions on the Saturday afternoon and the 
marquee erected when the rains came. It 
looked as though it would come and go, but 
come it did and go it didn’t. The marshals 

got soaked just starting the 57 entrants and 
each manned checkpoint also produced 
a set of soaked marshals. Competitors in 
open cars (there were a few) received their 
fair share of the soaking. To top it all off, 
when the cars returned to the clubrooms 
the sealed parking area was flooded with 
six inches of water, so those who were 
snug in their enclosed sedans at least got 
their feet wet. However everyone did enjoy 
themselves, the outright winners were Clive 
Taylor and navigator Peter Woodend, the 
first time for several years that a local had 
achieved the ultimate prize. In all 150 mm 
of rain fell over the duration of the rally 
day!

Our Club turned out more than 15 
vehicles on the Saturday then a staggering 
40 plus on Air Show Day at Tauranga 
recently. Later in February the Wellington 
Branch paid us a visit on their way home 
from a Cape Reinga tour and they were 
dined in style at our Clubrooms.

Rumour has it that Ray Singleton’s 
Maxwell car is close to being finished. 
Bruce Hutchinson’s 1911 Daimler edges 
closer with many of the mechanical 
components completed. Peter Robinson our 
secretary has imported a 1972 American 
Ford car and potentially this could be on 
the road shortly.

A goodly number of our members are 
travelling south to various Vintage events; 
we wish them a safe and happy journey.

canterbury  Tony becker
Canterbury Branch activity choices 

for summer Vintage motoring are wide. 
From the simplicity of motorcycle section’s 
monthly fush ’n ’chup run, through family 
oriented Boxing Day and New Year Annual 
Picnic Runs, to the Branch’s Annual Rallies 
in February, this can safely pass as “our silly 
season”. Other options call us to static 
display of our pretty wares at race meetings, 
country fairs and district summertime 
events. 

Some of the parts shed boys and helpers 
motored their trailers to Waiau, North 

Canterbury, to clear out a large accumu-
lation of no longer wanted precious old 
parts from member Bruce Forbes’ country 
stables. This much-admired 1887 Stable 
property has occupied Bruce’s life and is 
home to his one owner 1955 Morris Oxford, 
1928 Plymouth, and other nice VCC toys. 
The quaint historic stable building is under 
restoration by Bruce, part of which is his 
developing private country museum. 

Canterbury Branch is hosting the 2010 
National South Island Easter Rally so the 
midnight oil is burning brightly for the 
organising committee at present. A couple 
of motorcycle gatherings were Christchurch 
based this summer; the first being the big 
BSA Rally. The second was “Thunder 
Ride” when over 1,200 Harley-Davidsons 
commemorated their NZ beginnings with 
a spectacular organised cruise around the 
district. On the smaller side, January’s 
Branch Moped Run to Darfield met the 
sort of conditions that often interrupted 
our summer this year forcing numbers well 
down.

Settled sunny February days into the 
late 20s early 30s upon us at this time is 
bringing members out in force just now in 
spite of (or is it because of) the somewhat 
depressing economic news pervading our 
ever-negative media! Great to see anyway.

Canterbury: 1887 Waiau Stables of member 
Bruce Forbes

Canterbury: John Wallis, Brian Newbery, Bruce 
Forbes

Canterbury: Brian Newbery, Don Alexander, 
Bruce Ackroyd, Graham Henley, Des Fowler, 
John Wallis, Bruce Forbes

Canterbury
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eastern Bay of plenty  Joy growden
On 5 December five of our vehicles 

took part in the local Christmas parade. 
Unfortunately it was a cold wet day but 
many people still came out to look and we 
had a photo in the local pape. Hopefully 
that will encourage more to join in next 
year.

The Sunday dawned a sunny day which 
meant our Christmas run had a good turn 
out. We had the challenge to cook potatoes 
on our cars during the small Gymkhana 
and short run up and over the Matahina 
Dam. Not many of the potatoes were edible 
(some burnt and others very raw), luckily 
we weren’t relying on them for our potluck 
dinner that followed, but I’m sure we have it 
sussed for the next attempt.

Our first rally for 2010 started with 
breakfast at Sandy Piercy and Paul Lett’s 
home at Pukehina at followed by a rally 
set by Val Gibbons. We had a great turn 
out including Fergus and Louise King with 
their newly restored 1934 V8 Ford truck. 
We started touring through the streets of 
Te Puke then onto Otanwinuku Trig for 
lunch and a short walk through beautiful 
bush. We ventured onto Tectpark just off 
Pyes Pa Road, where the park ranger Jarron 
McInnes explained the outline of the park 
and took us on a short tour. It will be very 
interesting to return and watch the devel-
opment of this park.

We then moved onto Hamurana near 
Rotorua to visit Country Life to see a 
very impressive collection of model farm 
equipment and electric trains operating. It 
was a very enjoyable start to 2010.

Gisborne  rodney Clague.
Our first event of the year was a meander 

along the Otoko Walkway, which covers 
a section of the railway line that ran from 
Gisborne to Motuhora until the mid-50s, 
with Wa165 as one of the main tenders on 
the run. Twenty-two people aged from seven 
to eighty did the walk, which took just over 
two hours to complete. Following lunch 
we moved on to the Rakauroa area where 
we visited a private hydro station. Despite 
having a hydro station on their property, 
the owners still have to pay for their power! 
A very interesting visit. We welcome new 
members William and Helen Love with 
a 1961 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, and 
John Marks with a 1985 Jaguar Sovereign. 
Gisborne are hosts to the New Zealand 
National Classic Car Rally from 21 – 27 
March, and we look forward to meeting up 
with old friends while in our city.

Sadly we report on the passing of Mike 
Vita, aged 77 years, a member of the club 
since January 1999. He had restored a Mark 
II Jaguar some years ago and rallied it at 
many Jaguar events until it was sold a year 

or so ago when he and wife Bev moved from 
their Wainui home into town. He had also 
restored a Morris Minor pickup which he 
used on a regular basis. He also had pleasure 
in assisting his daughter Anna-Marie get her 
Fiat Bambina roadworthy and warranted, a 
feat which took three attempts before being 
successful. Sadly he died doing what he 
loved best, being a host on the restored 
Wa165 steam train on one of its excursions. 

Gore  Jim Mcfadzien
Those members that could fit in a 

weekend between holidays and work, joined 
with Club Captain Evan Henderson for an 
overnighter to Naseby in January, taking 
in the famous Hayes Engineering near 
Oturehua, where all the machinery was 
running. Then onto Naseby to try a game 
of curling. Home was through Ranfurly, 
Middlemarch and Outram next day.

Gordon Diack’s Tuesday Rambles are 
popular, with 18-30 members attending. 
January’s included a visit to a marvellous 
array of model trains and toys, February’s 
saw a visit to Greg Elder’s workshop to see 
most things on wheels, including a 1917 
Cadillac under restoration, a Star, some 
really quick modern racecars, including 
Ian Tulloch’s race truck – an Australasian 
winner. Also a visit to Stewart Quertier’s 
collection of Ford Saloons from 1930s up to 
specials built for the ‘Race to the Sky’.

Despite divided loyalties between the 
Teretonga Classic Speedfest and the Gore 
VCC Festival Rally, 51 cars and a motor-
cycle left the Clubrooms on 20 February. 
The long route was 74 miles long and passed 
through eight districts before arriving at 
Pukerau for lunch and driving tests. As 
a bonus the Pukerau Norton Pipe Works 
opened and demonstrated the production of 
field tiles from clay to the finished article. 
South Otago husband and wife team Stuart 
and Noeline Milne in their 1967 Wolseley 
6/110, took the winning trophy home.

Hawke’s Bay  esther Smith
The branch has had a busy new year, 

in January a very enjoyable bingo evening, 
then in February the branch hosted two 
rally’s on consecutive weekends. First was 
the National Veteran Rally which attracted 
41 entrants from around the North Island 
and a few from across the strait. It was 
based in central Hawke’s Bay at Pukeora 
Estate and organised by members from that 
area ably led by Rod and Scarlet McKenzie. 
Rallying started by assembling at Waipawa 
which coincidentally was celebrating its 
sesquicentennial the same weekend, then 
to Porongahau for lunch where we were 
welcomed onto the Marae, where National 
President John Coomber had the honour 
of accepting the challenge. Our hosts were 

amazed by the cars and having a great 
time being driven and actually driving 
some of them. Next stop was Wallingford 
homestead which is noted as having the 
biggest footprint in the country for a single 
storey private house, we had a very elegant 
afternoon tea there which was repeated on 
Sunday at Oruawharo near Takapau.

As the weather was hot it was a relief to 
find some shade in the established gardens 
of these homesteads. A prizegiving dinner 
on Sunday night completed the weekends 
events.

Art Deco weekend was next with the 
branch hosting the Art Deco on Wheels 
Rally for 150 entrants. Commencing with a 
meet and greet on Friday, Saturday saw the 
cars gathering at Napier Boys High School. 
Some then took part in the Napier street 
parade, while others went to Anderson Park 
for an afternoon rally. Sunday started with 
a visit to the Farmers Market or Branch 
spares and finished by with in the Great 
Gatsby picnic at the Napier Soundshell. 
A feast of Vintage motoring enjoyed in an 
unusually green Hawke’s Bay.

Marlborough  John white
Here we are already well into the New 

Year and looking forward to new runs, 
new faces, new cars, and so far it looks as 
if our calendar is filling. We started the 
new year with the annual run to Trevor 
Harris’s Queen Charlotte seaside bach. In 
mid-afternoon we heard the chatter of an 
early V twin engine approaching which 
turned out to be a 1915 GN Vitesse on a 
test run. This very interesting car, owned 
by Englishman Arthur Gibson who spends 
his summers here in Marlborough, has been 
built up as a replica using a number of 
original components which he had brought 
out each year in his luggage. Other than this 
run we have had a quiet couple of months, 
with the motorcycle section enjoying a run 
to view a collection of a fellow members 
lovingly restored Jaguars. Another trip 
up the Wairau Valley was attended by 17 
motorcycles, two pillion passengers and 
one PWV Austin. Heritage day turnout at 
our club base Brayshaw Park was also well 
attended by a large muster of cars and bikes 
and the public enjoyed a good display well 
organised by our Club Captain. We enter-
tained a large group of Riley club members 
and their cars who were touring the Top 
of the South. The clubroom modifications 
are proceeding slowly but steadily and are 
a credit to the voluntary workers involved. 
It should not be long before members and 
visitors will be benefiting from this work.

Nelson June Campbell 
2010 began with a trip over the hill 

to Golden Bay in early January, when 
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about 20 club plus local vehicles from the 
Golden Bay Collectables Club were on 
display to the public at the annual A&P 
Show. Some members took the opportu-
nity to make a weekend away and enroute 
to Takaka diverted up the Cobb Valley 
and were fortunate to be shown inside the 
power station. In return the staff checked 
out the Vintage cars of course. Show Day 
ended with the vehicles taking part in the 
Grand Parade which was, as always, of great 
interest to the local population. On the 
Saturday evening the local Club cooked 
us up a barbeque and then entertained us 
with live music, a great evening. On Sunday 
morning, Paul Sangster from Takaka opened 
up his amazing collection which gets better 
all the time.

In February, instead of club night at the 
Clubrooms, members were invited to motor 
out to Rabbit Island and enjoy an evening 
picnic. The challenge was taken up and a 
very pleasant evening was enjoyed by all 
those who attended.

The february club run was a visit to the 
monthly open day of the Spooners Tunnel. 
This created plenty of interest and involved 
a 3km walk in the dark as each end of the 
tunnel is sealed. This tunnel formed part of 
the old railway system and is now a place 
of interest. This area has great potential 
for a future cycleway and we all keep our 
fingers crossed. Several Club members 
recently abandoned their vehicles and took 
to bicycles, cycling the part of the new Ruby 
Bay bypass which was open to the public to 
walk, cycle or skateboard.

A group from the Nelson branch has 
attended an Austin Rally at Geraldine, 
travelling via Greymouth, Arthur’s Pass 

and home via Christchurch and Hanmer. 
According to reports received, a well 
organised Rally with some dusty roads. A 
great trip meeting up with Harley-Davidsons, 
Indians and Packards along the way.

North otago  Judith and John Miller
North Otago has been basking in great 

summer weather for our motoring events so 
far this year. The All British Day was held in 
great weather with over one hundred entries 
of well turned out British cars from Bentley 
to an Austin Seven van. They had a tour 
of the North Otago countryside finishing 
in The Historic Precinct, Harbour Street in 
the heart of the Heritage Sector of Oamaru. 
Afternoon tea and prize giving were held on 
the Heritage Railway platform.

On Waitangi Day the club had a 100 
mile run to Geraldine to view the Car 
and Tractor Museum conducted by 
Peter Morrison. It was an excellent days 
motoring.

The Club is hosting a hillclimb at 
Ngapara on the Coal Pit hill on 28 March, 
an ideal venue which hosted the old Star 
event in the 1960s.

A number of entries from North Otago 
are taking part in the South Island Club 

Captain’s Tour from Hanmer to Gore by 
mainly back country routes.

Our annual Gerald Lynch-Blosse 
Memorial Motorcycle Rally takes place on 
24 April.

North shore ray urbahn
In January, the annual Summer Saunter 

organised by Paul and Kathy Collins headed 
north from the North Shore clubrooms on 
S/H 16 to Wellsford to pick up additional 
entrants. It continued via Maungaturoto, 
Paparoa and Oakleigh to arrive in 
Whangarei and to the Northland Branch 
to be greeted by Lynn Wrack and members 
who had prepared lunch for us. After a 
brief history of the district and a few rally 
instructions for the afternoon run arranged 
by Lynn, we headed on a scenic tour to 
Whangarei Heads via Mt Parahaki for a 
spectacular view of Whangarei, Onerahi 
and the wharves and Portland Cement 
area. Then through Tamaterau, Parua Bay, 
McLeods Bay to Ocean Beach. The return 
was back through the bays and over Mt 
Tiger via Owhiwa Road (which was one of 
the stock routes used between the Reotahi 
Meat Works and the then Kamo cattle 
yards in the days of the horse and cart) and 
to the finish at the branch clubrooms for 
dinner and socialising. The return home 
the next day was via Brian and Gayleen 
Cullen’s holiday home at Marsden Point for 
brunch.

It was very pleasing to note that the 
magnificent Van Zon Packard, which was 
featured in the Idle Torque notes last issue, 
was given pride of place in the main show 
pavilion at the Kumeu car show. Our many 
Packard owners are looking forward to the 
forthcoming South Pacific Packard rally in 
the South Island in late February.

otago Arthur bennett
A bright outlook for this coming 100 

years in the future when many makes of 
motor vehicles and motor bikes that have 
been, will be, loved and looked after, face 
their second centennial years, ten years 
have whizzed by and some have lived within 
three centuries, something that very few 
humans have achieved. Judging by the 
number of one make celebrations, the clubs 
have been in existence far longer than the 

Marlborough: GN car being inspected by Marlborough branch members at Trevor Harris’s 
gathering.

North Otago: All British Day North Otago: All British Day 
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original manufacturer, major British and 
American motor cycle manufacturers are 
also in this category. 

Of recent one make bike clubs, our 
members have had representation at all of 
them as well as automobile enthusiasts at 
their favourite makers celebrations. Locally 
our Jackson Memorial Run around the 
peninsula was held and won by Colin and 
Joan Pearce. It also bought an argument 
“when is a T junction not a T junction,” 
for some not when it’s 10 degrees off square 
on both sides. A very poor turnout to 
support the Brighton Gala Day, we can’t 
take many kudos for that, the Austin group 
upstaged us there. Our flagship for Veterans 
the Dunedin to Brighton Run attracted, as 
usual, good press cover. The enthusiasm of 
organiser, Tony Devereux is outstanding.

The Club Captain has a reminder for 
people entering events, please get entries 
in by due date. He doesn’t have badges, 
certificates and route instructions for those 
he doesn’t know are coming.

Have you restored or titivated a vehicle 
for the Restoration Award? Get it regis-
tered with the Club Secretary so it can 
be included in the judging. Keep your 
eye on the “Sparkaholics” calendar for 
some interesting runs. Welcome to new 
members, Peter and Lesley Laing. Their 

stable contains Chevrolet, Austin Healey 
and Morgan.

On the coming programme a quiz 
evening and a former members reunion 
night. 

rotorua   redcat
We started off the year with two local 

‘away matches’. Firstly the Tauranga Rally 
where Doug and Doreen Green came 
second in the Vintage Class against not 
only other competitors, but the extremely 
inclement weather of the day. 

The second event was the EBOP 
Rally where the weather was a lot more 
conducive to Vintage rallying. Cliff and 
Shona Wickham came third in Post 60 
even though they had to be towed to the 
finish!

Our first club night for the year had 
something for everyone. First speaker was 
Ralph Bennett with some Buick steering 
wheel moulds that he had obtained from 
the estate of the late Paul McDiarmid. 
Then we had an entertaining presenta-
tion from Denis Burr and wife Pat (slide 
projector operator and prompt) on their 
recent trip through Russia and China.

During February the Mid-Weekers fielded 
eight cars and crews to travel down to visit 
the Southwards Museum and explore the 
Wellington area including some that visited 

the Kapiti Island bird sanctuary. They are 
an adventurous lot, as the next tour, in 
the planning stage, is down through the 
Urewera National park to Waikaremoana.

Our February run was a visit to the 
Tauranga Air Museum, maybe not quite 
up to the Wigram standard but interesting 
never-the-less. Worth visiting if you are in 
this neck of the woods. 

The Swap Meet committee have decided 
to move the venue from the Rotorua Race 
Course to the Paradise Valley Stock Car 
Track. The reason that we have made this 
decision was because of the diminishing 
space available to us at the Race Course 
and associated rising costs.

south canterbury bill weir
On New Year’s Day cars assembled at 

the Fairlie Domain prior to the annual 
New Year’s Day parade organised by the 
Fairlie Heritage Museum. This year’s event 
was held on one of the hottest days of 
the summer with the temperature topping 
30deg. Many Vintage cars were stopped 
by the wayside on the road up to Fairlie, 
no doubt with overheating problems. The 
parade was well received by the huge turn 
out of public that came to watch. The Rose 
Bowl this year was won by Bill Weir with 
his newly restored 1947 International KB1 
pickup.

Rotorua: The photos are of our visit to the 
Tauranga Air Museum. The Children pictured are 
Charissa and Liam, grandchildren of Doug and 
Doreen Green, future RNZAF Iroquois pilots! 
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On 17 January, Krystal Munro, along 
with her parents Michelle and Gavin, 
organised a fundraising rally as Krystal is 
going on an exchange trip to Australia. A 
good turn out of cars and a pleasant days 
motoring with the lunch stop at Sherwood 
Downs.

For the 31 January Ladies Run 12 cars 
lined up and we were particularly appre-
ciative of those who had also journeyed to 
Ashburton the day before, coming out to 
support us.

Unfortunately, the day was cloudy and 
the promised break through never quite 
occurred, so lunch was inside the main 
hall area at Gunns Bush where Bob Austin 
showed the experience of years by winning 
the highly acclaimed Pinny award.

Gloria McGillen came out on top with a 
nearly perfect answer sheet to the questions. 
Both these worthies scored a bottle of wine.

After lunch it had warmed a little and 
several people strolled through the short 
bush walk to the little creek, while others 
admired the 1936 Morris 8 Sports of Russell 
and Margaret Dale, out for its first run after 
25 years, looking smart and running beauti-
fully. Barry Barnes 1925 Studebaker Six 
Tourer, also out for the first time in nearly 
20 years, was also scrutinized with generally 
complimentary remarks were lapped up by 
the owner. Barry was pleased with how it’s 
going with the run being a useful shakedown 
for the Haast Tour trip.

After lunch we travelled to St Andrews 
to the restored Masonic Hotel, where the 
proprietors told us about the restoration and 
allowed us to and check it all out.

It is wonderful that this building has 
been saved and is again a focus point for the 
St Andrews community. We are grateful to 
have had the opportunity to inspect it.

On a sad note we lost two younger 
members recently. Stuart Wilson, result of 
an accident and Ross Manson after a long 
illness. Both had been members for several 
years.

taranaki Colin Johnston
Our Annual Maunga-Moana Rally will be 

held at Anzac weekend and entries are now 
available from our secretary. This year the 
rally will centre on the South Taranaki town 
of Hawera with headquarters at the new Hub 
complex. There is a great selection of accom-
modation available in Hawera.

There has been a lot of activity by 
members with regular maintenance, 
restoring or getting their cars out of storage 
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South Canterbury: Russell and Margaret Dales 1936 
Morris 8 Sports also back on the road after nearly 25 
years. Great to see these vehicles.

Barry Barnes 1925 Studebaker Six Tourer back on the 
road after 25 years.

South Canterbury: Bill Weir with the Rosebowl beside 
his newly restored 1947 KB1 International pickup. 

South Canterbury: Participants in the parade, some of the Vintage sector led by Ken Cross in his 
Chrysler Tourer.

South Canterbury: Members having lunch in the Fairlie Domain before parade.
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over the last few months. Nigel Fraser from 
Opunake has just finished the complete 
restoration of a 1931 Chev 1/2 ton runabout 
truck which he built from the chassis up. 
Eric Darrah from Stratford has pulled his 
very rare 1947 Oldsmobile sports coupe 
out of storage and has put it back on the 
road. This car has a Fisher body and is 
painted grey and red. Word has it that his 
1971 Citroen BS21 car may be for sale. 
Eric has spent a lot of time working with 
the Citroen motor car and is well versed 
in any type of rebuild or repair. My own 
1929 Dodge DA is having work proceeding 
on the hydraulic brakes, carburettor and 
manifold area and it is hoped it will be 
back on the road very soon.

We have had new members join our 
branch recently and we welcome Brian and 
Alison Bolland from New Plymouth and 
they have recently acquired a restored 1922 
Willys-Knight sedan from Tauranga. Neville 
Hawkins from Stratford has a 1971 Rolls-
Royce Silver Shadow and 1976 Oldsmobile. 
Peter Corlett has joined with 1929 Willys 
Whippet. All new members are always very 
impressed with our clubrooms and parts 
shed as the parts committee do a great job 
in identifying parts that are donated and 
keep the shelves in tidy order.

taupo Jack hindess
We had our Christmas Dinner early 

in December and as usual we had good 
turnout at the clubrooms. A good social 
evening with Father Christmas handing 
out the $5 gifts we all brought along. The 
evening finished off with a quiz organised 
by Chairman Norman Pointon.

Also in December our mystery Posh 
Picnic ended up at your scribe’s household 
where we threw a few boules on the 
petanque court. A very moderate turnout, 
but that is what happens as Christmas 
approaches. We seldom hold events in 
January as the holiday season involves busy 
roads and busy people with lots of commit-
ments.

In February the Acacia Bay residents 
asked us to provide a static display at 
their picnic in the park. There was a 
good turnout of about a dozen cars which 
included some non-members, who, needless 
to say were encouraged to join the club. 
Our February club night is traditionally a 
barbeque and this year was no exception 
and was a pleasant evening.

waikato Jeremy brook
The last two months have been very 

busy for club members in the Waikato. 
On New Year’s Day Paul and Carol Fussey 
organised a club run to Ngatea Water 
Gardens. Twenty-nine cars participated, 

and those who went had a good day. Also 
in early January the Blue Smoke and Pedals 
two-stroke day was organised by Des and 
Val Harvey, with good numbers of people 
attending.

We held a DVD night in early January 
using the club’s new projection gear and 
showed a documentary on the Dam Busters. 
Our February meeting consisted of Nigel 
Webber showing us his 1896 steam powered 
bicycle replica, which he has built. We were 
amazed by the quality of the build.

The big event so far this year has to 
be the Te Akau Trek. This was a tour 

organised by Jenny and Ian Patton to their 
Te Akau farm. More than 30 members 
travelled via Waikaretu over amazing West 
Coast limestone country to Waingaroa 
farm. After a picnic lunch we visited 
outreaches of the farm overlooking the 
Raglan harbour and township. Some very 
interesting roads were a challenge to the 
cars. The group made their way back to 
Waingaro pub, where they stayed the night 
enjoying the hot springs. On Sunday some 
of the group went to the Raglan Classic 
Car and Rock ‘n’ Roll Festival. 

Taranaki Branch Top: New members Brian and Alison Bolland driving their 1922 Willys-Knight. 
Bottom: Bryan Morris in his newly restored 1932 British Bedford truck at the Taranaki Okato Hay Day.
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The motorcycle section has been active 
as well, with some members participating 
in the classic car racing at Pukekohe Race 
Track. Some great racing has been held 
there this season. Thirty bikes with over 
forty people enjoyed a three-day tour 
following the upper reaches of the Waikato 
River. The event was based at the Golden 
Springs camp at Reparoa. This weekend was 
organised by Bob and Jillian Hayton and 
was a great success.

New members to the club include 
Michael Cooper with a 1928 Ford model 
A, and Daniel and Rosalie Milicich with a 
1969 Cadillac Calais. 

wanganui fay Chamberlain
In the last issue of Beaded Wheels I 

mentioned we would be having a boot sale 
in conjunction with the annual Burma 
Rally. Perhaps I should have said gumboot 
sale as the weather was atrocious that 
morning! Nevertheless, a congenial experi-
ence for those brave enough and the new 
parts shed, at that stage not shelved or 
filled, was put to good use.

Speaking of the parts shed, it is looking 
good and is a great asset to the branch. 
Together with the community grant, plus 
the extra mile by members on the scrap 
metal collecting, costs have truly been 
covered. A big thank you is due to those 

willing members who’ve travelled the town 
and district to bring in metal of all kinds, 
provided cars and trailers and given up 
endless weekend mornings to help. Lots of 
hard work put in but lots of cash rewards 
also.

Several members visited the northern 
end of our territory to enjoy the annual 
Gumboot Rally in Taihape on New Year’s 
Day. First, second and third prizes all went 
to Wanganui. Well done guys. The annual 
Burma Rally, was another fine day. This 
year it was around Waverley and district 
with lunch being provided by the Rotary 
Club in the lovely home/gardens of one of 
their members. The overall winner this year 
was Dave (plus wife Esther) Williams, of 
Palmerston North in their 1947 Plymouth. 
Well done folks! It was also very heart-
warming, and encouraging for the branch 
to have more than one Veteran entry this 
time, three in fact.

Our February club night will be outdoors 
in the lovely Bason Botanic Gardens. The 
Autumn Motorcycle Trial coming up soon 
is in the capable hands of Bill James, ardent 
enthusiast motorcyclist of many years. Don’t 
be fooled by the photo, Veterans are okay 
too.

Waikato: Club members at the end of Jenny and Ian Patton’s farm looking over to Raglan.  
Right: The car is the Patton’s Vauxhall.

Wanganui: Motorcycle Convenor Bill James knows how to 
hand Veterans too!



 Beaded Wheels 61

wellington ruth findlay
The year began for 2010 with a Sunset 

Rally on Saturday 16 January. Fifteen 
vehicles and their passengers assembled at 
the Days Bay Pavilion at 3pm, and we 
were off on a run organised by Kim Rose. 
It took us through the Hutt Valley to the 
Haywards turnoff, and then over the hill to 
Plimmerton. At Plimmerton we had special 
permission to go via a private coast road 
as far as we could travel. Then on to Ian 
and Margaret McLean’s Pukerua Bay home 
for a very welcome cup of tea and BYO 
barbeque.

The next event was the Biennial 
Motorcycle Rally on 23/24 January. The 
motorcycle run went through the Mangaroa 
Valley and up Haywards Hill where James 
Chambers on his newly-restored 1928 
Indian was unfortunate to be hit by an 
overtaking van. He was not badly injured 
but the bike was not so lucky. Lunch was 
at the Pauatahanui Primary School, but 
it was decided to shorten the afternoon 
event because of lack of visibility on the 
Paekakariki Hill Road. Dinner was held 
that night at the branch clubrooms where 

trophies were presented to the winners of 
each category. A combined motorcycle and 
car run was held on Sunday to the Wrights 
Hill Fortress via Makara Road, where there 
was a tour of the fortress complex by a 
member of the preservation society, and it 
was back to the clubrooms for a barbeque 
lunch.

British Car Day was held at Trentham 
Park on Sunday 14 February, and there was 
a good turnout from Branch members for 
the display by the VCC. 

The Kapiti Coast Mid-week runs, 
which are organised by Murray Hislop of 
Wellington Branch, continue to be well 
supported by both Kapiti Coast, Wellington 
and Horowhenua members. The next one is 
to “Owlcatrz” (owl sanctuary) at Shannon 
on Wednesday 24 February, where people 
will have the opportunity to tour the 
complex and enjoy a picnic lunch in the 
grounds.

wellsford/warkworth
 rita Jorgensen

There was a good turnout of members 
at Paul Hicks property in Warkworth to 
look over the immaculate restoration on his 
1910 Napier London Taxi, which is almost 
finished. There was a photo shoot taking 
place for an article to be published in the 
March edition of the AA Directions.

Thanks to a lot of volunteer work, 
our new clubrooms are looking very tidy. 
Plenty of room for our swap meet on the 27 
February and ready for our Official Opening 
on 20 March with our Gymnic to follow 
that afternoon on a nearby members farm.

The Branch’s Third Commercial 
Camp-Out and Military Muster on 5-7 Feb 

Wanganui: Motorcycle Convenor Bill James knows how to 
hand Veterans too!

2010 was again blessed with fine weather 
also enjoyed by the public attending the 
Paparoa A & P Show of which we were 
participants. Entertainment on Saturday is 
taken care of by the Show and Rodeo with 
look-ins here and there to fill the odd gaps.

This event is no “boy’s weekend” and is 
becoming a real family affair, approximately 
even numbers of girls and gals and grand-
children too. The A & P Show keeps the 
youngsters occupied.
Attending vehicles were:

Morris J van
Morris Oxford pickup
Chevrolet ½ ton pickup
Morris 8 Van series Z
Chevrolet 4 x 4 military
Bedford A3 model
Chevrolet ½ ton flat deck truck
Bedford C A van
Dodge AT 4 ambulance with motorbike
1924 BSA 250
Chevrolet ½ ton pickup
Sponsor’s 1952 Bedford truck with 

Farmall A tractor and show day visitors with 
a Morris 1000 and 1929 Ford A pickup 

This year our sponsors were Reliance 
Transport from Auckland who attended 
in their beautifully restored 1952 Bedford 
truck complete with an equally restored 
Farmall A tractor on board. 

west coast   hemi Te rakau
On 7 February, 2010 history was made 

on the West Coast when a great day out 
was organised which combined the efforts 
of two long-standing local car clubs. The 
muscle cars of the Greymouth Rodders 
joined with the VCC West Coast branch 
on a day run to the old gold mining town 

West Coast: The Muscle Vehicles of the day. Bedford takes on Cobra!

West Coast:  What more can we say – Class Meets Class on the Country Road!
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of Waiuta in the Grey River Valley. It 
was impressive to see the cars from many 
different original marques, both Vintage 
and custom, rod or relic gathering at BP2go 
in the main street of Greymouth for the 
start. 

As the drive to Waiuta progressed it 
was great to note the ‘rodders respectfully 
travelling behind the older cars for many 
miles at a very sedate speed, unusual for 
these high-performance vehicles. However, 
in the end, the temptation overcame some 
and we were treated to the sound of well-
tuned, throaty V8 engines passing us and 
disappearing into the distance leaving the 
hairs standing up on the back of the neck 
and arms covered in goose bumps. As the 
road up the valley to Waiuta is predomi-
nantly gravel, the open cars went first at 
suitable intervals out of respect for the air 
supply required of both drivers and cars. 
It was notable after the cavalcade reached 
Waiuta township the lovingly cared for 
paintwork of the beautifully-prepared cars 
had become a more uniform grey in colour. 

The mutual interest of both club 
members in vehicles was the glue that 
made the day a fantastic event which will 

be repeated on other runs. The weather 
for the day was so good that it was noted 
one of the Rodders had to stop and remove 
the cardboard from in front of the radiator 
as more cooling was required. So all the 
rest of the Beaded Wheel’s readers in New 

Zealand please remember, it doesn’t always 
rain on the West Coast every day as many 
of you may think! 

idletorque

Arthur brian Johnstone
27 October 1925-14 January 2010

Brian set up Gulf 
Motorbodies where 
he could combine his 
passion for old cars with 
a business that restored 
them.

Brian’s knowledge 
of old cars, his high 
standards of workman-

ship and his innate good taste resulted in 
a team of talented experts doing work to a 
very high standard.

Back in 1973 the North Shore Branch 
of the Vintage Car Club was formed and 
whilst we initially met at Dick Stanley’s 
Lynx Motorbodies, it was Brian who located 
the so-called bus barns just down the 
road from his Esquire Menswear shop in 
Clarence Street Devonport and negotiated 
for their lease.

Eventually it became apparent that our 
time in Devonport was drawing to an end 
and once again it was Brian who located 
a block of land in Oteha Valley, Albany, 
signed an agreement to purchase, then in 
effect, convinced the club to buy it, and 
went guarantor on the loan. Harold Kidd 

donated a large old villa from Devonport 
(impossible to do today) and the North 
Shore Branch was well set up and remains 
healthy and wealthy to this day.

Brian belonged to at least three car clubs 
and enjoyed involvement with all three.

In all he had owned over a hundred cars 
and motorbikes and all considered desirable 
by most enthusiasts.

His last restoration was a Vintage 
Crossley which was a truly stunning car, but 
sadly that went when Gulf Motorbodies was 
put into liquidation.

He and Bess used to plot the annual 
GOLDOR Rallies for the Waitemata 
Branch (which had splintered off the North 
Shore Branch). A great deal of time and 
effort goes into organising a long day’s rally 
like these and their instructions were always 
enhanced by the rhyming doggerals.

Brian and I with Ron Reeves competed 
in an Irishman Rally, many years ago, in my 
Ford Model A.

A strenuous trek to Christchurch, a crazy 
mid winter weekend rally ending in Fairlie, 
and then another strenuous trek home, all 
virtually nonstop.

But driving in the snow and the whole 
feeling of fun and accomplishment makes it 
a special event and Brian often commented 

on how much he had enjoyed it and of his 
respect for the utilitarian Model A.

Right to the end, Brian was sure he 
would be healthy again and only a few 
days before his passing he was still debating 
which car to restore.

Brian had an incredible life. I tried to 
talk him into recording it on his computer a 
number of times, but I suspect he felt he still 
had plenty of time for that.

I always had the greatest admiration for 
him. He was a fund of information, he had 
an incredible memory, he had a great sense 
of fun, he exuded a gentlemanly air, he 
had an indomitable spirit, he was a forward 
thinker and he always appeared cheerful 
despite a number of serious setbacks.

Most importantly, he contributed far 
more to the North Shore and Waitemata 
Branches than most members appreciate or 
realise.

I have only touched on the car aspects 
of his life. He was a successful Devonport 
businessman in earlier years. There were 
yachts, hunting, tramping, sport and family, 
all of which he gave 100%.

He will be sorely missed.
Our thoughts and best wishes go out to 

Bess and his immediate family.

Keith S. Humphreys 

West Coast: 1935 Pre-Series Morris 8 outside the Blackwater School of 1913. Photo could have been 
taken in 1935 nothing much has changed!



 Beaded Wheels 63

32 years experience • qualified tradesman •  
cars • trucks • tractors • motorbikes • full or part restorations undertaken 

cars for sale go to www.scottsrestorations.com

P 03 314 4992 M 027 221 8092 email thescotts@scorch.co.nz

FORMERLY PEARSONS VINTAGE CARS

Classic and Vintage Restorations
North caNterbury

aMerIcaN
euroPeaN

eNGLISh
auStraLIaN



0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on


