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Contact National Office for all queries 
regarding VICs, logbooks, historic Race Licences, 
Lighting Endorsement, Registration of vehicles, 
address changes, Subscriptions, Membership 
Cards, Speed events.

The Vintage Car Club Of New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office, 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273
Email admin@vcc.org.nz

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA 
PO Box 22-431, High Street, 
Christchurch 8142
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn
Christchurch 8052
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo
Whakatane 3159
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE 
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE 
PO Box 329, Gore 9740
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY 
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
HOROWHENUA 
PO Box 458, Levin 5540
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 

KING COUNTRY
C/- 34 House Ave,
Taumarunui 3920
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU 
PO Box 385
Palmerston North 4440
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7315
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON 
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND 
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140
northland@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH OTAGO
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444
northotago@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH SHORE 
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield
Auckland 1042
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO 
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA 
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY 
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND 
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840
southand@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH OTAGO 
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa,
Balclutha 9273
southotago@vcc.org.nz

SOUTH WAIKATO
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI 
C/- 86 Wilson St, Hawera 4610
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO 
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE 
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924
waimate@vcc.org.nz
WAIRARAPA
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 

WAITEMATA
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield
Auckland 0629
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI 
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941 
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST 
C/- 9 Stafford Rd,
Hokitika 7882
westcoast@vcc.org.nz 

Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
until October 2011.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and 
information (where available) are 
always welcome.
Please send original photographs 
of historical interest with any 
available information to: 

Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not 
suitable. 
Photos will be returned as soon as 

practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2011.

PRESIDENT
John Coomber 
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION
John Foot
07 823 5641 nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION
John Chynoweth
03 439 5474 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER
Michael Lavender 
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR
Rod Brayshaw
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD
Frank Renwick
03 352 4383  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN
Kevin Clarkson
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Bob Ballantyne
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony Bartlett
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST
Betty Wallace
03 929 0829  gbwallace@netspeed.net.nz

Photographs and information supplied by G Tucker, 
West Melton, Christchurch.

Photographs of Mt Cook vehicles in the early 1900s My grandfather 
Lancelot Tucker drove for Mt Cook Tourist Company. I am not sure 
exactly where the photos were taken but my father always said they 
were on the Mt Cook Road or in that area.
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Branch news with Idle Torque, page 52.

National Easter Rallies, page 18, 20.

Dog Kennel Velocette, page 12.
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resolution eg 300dpi. No payment is made 
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express the policy or views of The Vintage Car 
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Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) and its 35 branches 
covering the length and breadth of the country. 
The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history. It is to these people, who 
appreciate the fascination of age, the individuality 
and the functional elegance of vehicles from a 
bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. By way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
reinforced rubber beads, which fit into the rolled 
edges of the wheel rim. This style of wheel was a 
distinctive feature of early motoring being used 
on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars and most 
motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ adopted 
the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly club 
magazine in March 1955 which was the successor 
to the monthly Guff Sheet.
Copyright Information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided that 
acknowledgement is made to “Beaded Wheels, 
the magazine of The Vintage Car Club of New 
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president’s 
message

Our National Office is now operating 
from the Club’s premises at 12 Aberdeen 
Street again. Julie and Tracey moved back 
from the temporary office at Julie’s home 
on 18 May, just three months after the 
February earthquake which left our office 
in the exclusion zone for some time. I want 
to thank them both for their service to our 
members during this very difficult time, 
and for the use of the Cairn’s household as 
a temporary office. This sets a record for 
bringing work home. 

 Many of you have asked about Fazzaz 
and all the fabulous cars and memora-
bilia the Bain brothers had stored in the 
building. I am pleased to tell you that 
although the top two storeys collapsed, the 
debris was held by the very strong ceiling 
and the vehicles were largely undamaged. 
Gavin and John, assisted by an engineer, 
USAR personnel, Police and Southern 
Demolition, removed the vehicles and 
most of the valuable motoring memora-
bilia from the premises. Gavin tells 
me that the future of the building is 
uncertain, but they will either rebuild or 
look to open the motorists shop elsewhere 
as soon as possible. They very much appre-
ciate the support and interest from the 
VCC membership.

In the last issue, we announced that 
Nick Mason and his wife Annette would 
be the special guests invited to join us 
for the 2012 VCC of New Zealand Rally 
at Wanganui. There was an interesting 
article on Nick and his historic car collec-
tion written by Eoin Young in that issue. 
If you enjoyed that article, I recommend 
you read the article titled The Famous 
Masons on page 8 of this edition, covering 
the famous Shell History of Motor Racing 
films produced by Nick’s father Bill. 
Those attending the Wanganui Rally 
next January or visiting the speed event 
at Manfield, may see Nick demonstrate 
some of the historic racing cars from that 
famous era of his father’s films.

There have only been a handful of 
members who have held the title Beaded 
Wheels Chairman since the magazine 
began. The publication of issue #310 
will coincide with the 100th birthday 
of the longest serving Beaded Wheels 
Chairman, Spencer Barnard. Spencer was 
appointed when Tom Clements resigned 
as Chairman in 1974, and the first issue 
produced under Spencer’s chairmanship 

as we see it

I was fortunate to be able to take part 
in the National North Island Easter Rally 
and to represent National President John 
Coomber who was unable to attend. 

The rally was based in New Plymouth 
and on arrival I was made welcome by 
Taranaki Branch Chairman John Muter. It 
subsequently seemed that he had his finger 
on the pulse of just about everything that 
weekend. Because of the excellent organisa-
tion of his committee the weekend events 
were completed without any obvious hiccups 
and everything ran like a well oiled machine.

Apart from the usual social occasions 
the rally consisted of a motoring day on the 
Saturday, a public vehicle display on the 
Sunday, with a team event included, and 
a motoring day on Monday (the Maunga 
Moana Rally). On the Sunday we were 
able to visit a number of places of interest 
in the area. New Plymouth is a great place, 
a modern town with some innovative 
ideas. The seaside walk/cycleway which 
extends for some six or seven kilometers 
across the city waterfront is fantastic, as is 
the eye-catching footbridge across a lake a 
couple of kilometres from the city centre.

On the motoring days we travelled as 
passengers in four different cars during 
the rally. This was a great experience and 
gave us the opportunity to meet with some 
local members. On Saturday morning we 
travelled with Stuart Craig in his very 
original 1968 Citroen DS. This car had 
all the technology – and the looks, and 
the way it handled gravel and corruga-
tions was very impressive. In the afternoon 
we travelled in Grant and Merrilyn 
Bishop’s 1938 Dodge, another well looked 
after, previously restored, car. On Monday 
morning we were in Geoff and Marlene 
Blackbourn’s 1925 Dodge Special tourer. 
Although it was bucketing down we were 
warm and reasonably dry in the back with 
the top up and both front side curtains off. 
On Monday afternoon we were in Danny 
and Sharyn Hurley’s 1929 Dodge sedan. 
This was great and took me back some 
45 plus years when I had one of these 
myself. This one had been restored prior to 
purchase by Danny and was really good on 
the road. It went and sounded as they did 
when they in their prime.

Our thanks to the members for making 
us so welcome at your event.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

was issue #87 for April/May 1974. At that 
time the committee consisted of Gavin 
Bain, Geoff Hockley, Bruce Pidgeon, Bob 
Scott and Paul Gieseler. Spencer chaired 
the committee for 86 issues until Bob 
Entwistle took over the chair for issue 
#174 in October/November 1988. Spencer 
remained as a committee member for a 
further 40 issues, the last being issue #215 
in August September 1995. At that time 
the Chairman was Brian McGilligan, and 
the committee comprised Bruce Pidgeon, 
Bob Scott, Paul Gieseler, Lindsay Wogan, 
Roger Green and Spencer. Issue 216 saw 
Bruce Pidgeon take over as Chairman 
and Earl Preston, Barry Thomson and I 
join the committee. As I had been the 
minutes secretary from issue 210, I had the 
privilege of serving on the committee for 
a year with Spencer. I remember the sense 
of awe at those first meetings, being in the 
company of such a long serving group of 
men who had the collective wisdom and 
knowledge of the history of our club back 
to the very early days of its formation. A 
great deal of my knowledge of the history 
of our club, the people and vehicles has 
come from Beaded Wheels members like 
Spencer over the past seventeen years, 
and I am proud to have been associ-
ated with this magazine for one hundred 
issues now. One hundred years is a great 
achievement. Fourteen years as Beaded 
Wheels Chairman and twenty-one on the 
committee is a wonderful commitment, as 
anyone who has served on this committee 
will attest. Kevin Clarkson and I intend to 
visit Spencer on his birthday to salute this 
wonderful achievement. 

Cheers Spencer, from all of us on the 
Beaded Wheels Committee.

John Coomber
National President

4 Beaded Wheels



JUNE
 1 Horowhenua AGM
 1 Wanganui AGM
 4 E Bay of Plenty Water Wheel Display
 4-5 Central Otago Mid Winter Rally
 4-5 Waikato Double Ffifty Earthquake 

Appeal Rally
 4-6 Canterbury Irishman Rally
 4-6 Horowhenua Model A Fun Run
 5 Northland Annual Dinner & End of Rego 

Run
 5 Sth Cant All British Day
 8 Canterbury Motorcycle AGM
 8 Central Otago AGM
 8 Taupo Mid Winter Pot Luck Dinner
 9 Nelson AGM
 9 Wellsford/Warkworth Club Night Meal
 10 Bay of Plenty BYO meal and film
 11 Rotorua Annual Dinner and Prizegiving
 12 Gore End of Season Run
 12 Hawke’s Bay Club Run
 12 Marlborough Prize Giving Dinner
 12 Nelson Club Run
 12 Otago AGM
 12 Rotorua Club Run

 12 Taranaki Ladies Run
 12 Wairarapa Winter Wander
 12 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 13 Bay of Plenty AGM
 13 Wairarapa AGM
 15 North Otago AGM
 15 North Shore AGM
 16 Ashburton AGM
 16 Taranaki Club Night
 18 E Bay of Plenty Night Owl Run & Pot Luck Tea
 18 Manawatu Mid Winter Night Trial
 18 Waikato Night Rally
 19 Canterbury AGM
 19 Ashburton Solstice Run
 19 Horowhenua Mid Winter Dinner
 19 Marlborough Reefton Trial
 19 Sth Cant End of Season Run
 19 Taupo Brass Monkey Run
 22 Gisborne AGM
 23 Auckland AGM
 25 Canterbury Dance
 25 Far North Molloy Trophy Rally
 25 Gore Annual dinner
 26 Bay of Plenty Garage Raid
 26 Gisborne Club Run

 26 North Shore Combined North Shore - 
Auckland Run

 26 Taranaki Mountain House Run
 30 E Bay of Plenty Club Night

JULY
 2 Wellsford/Warkworth Winter Woollies Wander
 3 Wairarapa Margaret Gee Memorial Rally
 7 Sth Cant AGM
 10 Northland Lookin or Bus Trip As in 

newsletter
 10 Rotorua Swap Meet
 13 Taupo Guest Speaker
 16 Bay of Plenty Mid-Winter Dinner
 16 Horowhenua The Night Owl Trial
 17 North Shore Club Run
 17 Taupo Brunch Run
 21 Ashburton Annual Dinner
 23 Waikato Club Event
 23-24 Canterbury Motorcycle Mid Winter Run
 31 Canterbury Winter Run
 31 Gisborne Club Run

VCC Events This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 
as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 
Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

VCC National Events
2012
International Rally Wanganui 16 - 27 JanWhile Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise 

readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Total     engine overhauls
Contact

Phone
Fax

Mobile

EmailShirley
MOTORS

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz
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As for the correspondent who considers 
the Quattro to be a rich boy’s toy. I believe 
most eligible vehicles would be the owners 
“toy”. As for “rich”, well, to be considered 
NZ’s most anything (except maybe most 
common) its unlikely to come cheap.

Dave Hastings. 

1915 Buick
Ten years or so ago I sold a Buick to 

a chap in Auckland. It was shipped to 
Manukau from Dunedin in virtually kitset 
form. I have now lost the gentleman’s 
contact details and having found some 
bits left behind would like to re-establish 
contact with him.

If anybody knows of this car and its 
present owner he can contact me as below.

John Ashton
109 Richardson St, Dunedin 9012
Phone 03 455 1412
Email: jtashton@xtra.co.nz

Delaunay-Belleville 
I am right royally chuffed that you have 

(by sheer chance?) printed a picture of 
my Delaunay-Belleville twice in the same 
magazine (No. 309).

The pictures were taken some 85 years 
apart. Firstly, on page 14, in a photograph 
taken outside Hudson’s factory in Dunedin 

in 1926 (far left). And secondly, in the Idle 
Torque from the South Canterbury Branch 
for January and February 2011.

I have had the car since 1983 and have 
not been able to find out much about its 
history, except that it was supposed to be 
associated with Cadbury Fry Hudson in 
Dunedin in its early life. Any help you can 
give me with the car’s history would be 
much appreciated.

John Foster 
PO Box 124
Winchester 7958, New Zealand
Phone: +64 3 615-9066 
menorlue@gmail.com

Amazing What You Find
I recently bought a instruction manual 

for the Series E eight cylinder Hupmobile 
on Trade Me. It was a first edition in 
very good condition. The manual I 
received when I purchased my roadster 
was somewhat tired so it was a case of 
upgrading. To my surprise there was a 
motor vehicle registration certificate for a 
Hupmobile inside. The date of first regis-
tration was 31 May 1929. The chassis No 
was 21272 and the engine No was 21438 
which indicates it was a 1927 E2 model. 
It had accommodation for two persons so 
must have been a coupe or a roadster. 

Well Done – Two Audi Quattros in 
Two Editions!

I loved the write-up in Issue 308 and 
then the nose of another in Nick Mason’s 
stable.

We should be proud to be an “Any Sort 
of Car Club”.

The only criteria the Club has is that 
the vehicle (I like to use that word as I 
like to include vehicles with other than 
four wheel as well) must be a bit old. 
Just plain old or too old to be eligible for 
… mainstream something. To me that’s 
great. We get a broad spectrum of vehicles; 
something for everyone and somewhere for 
everything oldish. I think maybe Beaded 
Wheels could be on to something with the 
NZ’s Most Historic Vehicle thing, or even 
NZ’s Most xxxxxx vehicle, it would be 
great to have a series of write-ups. It makes 
for some interesting debate, with lots of 
opinion and likely no winners.

mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or 
refuse publication of any item  submitted as comment. The 
views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily express the policy or views of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers. Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity.

VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

John L Goddard Trophy
A call for nominations was made in the 

last issue of Beaded Wheels and nomina-
tions close on 24 June. Is there someone 
you would like to nominate? 

Membership Cards
Membership Cards have now been sent 

to all financial members. If you have not 
received your membership card, please 
contact your Branch Secretary in the first 
instance and they will notify the National 
Office.

Executive Meetings and 
Management Meetings

All Branch Secretaries are forwarded 
a copy of the minutes from Executive 
meetings and Management Committee 
meetings. Should you wish to read any 
of these, please contact your Branch 
Secretary.

Julie Cairns
National Office Manager

Club Website
Don’t forget we have a Website. 
www.vcc.org.nz 
A forum was set up in 2005 and can 

be accessed via our website. You can also 
download forms for ID Cards, Membership 
and Beaded Wheels Subscriptions. An 
electronic copy of the Branch Manual is 
also available for download.

FIVA Vehicle Identity Card
If you require a FIVA ID Card for 

one of their events, please allow at least 
10 weeks for its acceptance. There are 
charges involved. Please contact National 
Office if you require further information.

VCC Speed Events
If you are entering any VCC speed 

event you must hold current financial 
membership, a valid VIC and VCC 
Logbook for the vehicle you are using and 
a valid VCC historic racing licence.

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club?
Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership application forms and your local branch contact details. You may also contact your local branch 
directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

Vero Insurance
You can obtain free quotes from Vero 

by phoning 0800 658 411. Have your 
membership card handy, as you will require 
your membership number. The insurance 
cover for Vintage Car Club members often 
includes additional coverage for items not 
covered by other insurance companies. Be 
aware of this when comparing quotes.

National Office 
The normal office hours are 9–5 Monday 

to Friday with the Archives open on Friday 
for visitors. Please make sure you ring first to 
avoid any disappointments should the office 
be unmanned for any reason.

VCC Rally 2012
Don’t forget to get your entries in for 

this rally. Your vehicle will need a valid 
VCC ID Card so please don’t leave this to 
the last minute.

Thanks
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank 

you, the Membership and Management 
Committee, during our time working 
from my home. A special thanks to Diane 
White from Wellington who made us 
beautiful fruit cakes, to keep our energy 
levels up.
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mailbag

The final book prize 
for the best mailbag 
offering in the August 
issue is Memories of the 
Bear, A Biography of 
Denny Hulme

Our appreciation 
goes to Fazazz, The 
Motorists Shop, 
Christchurch for their 
generous donation of books.

Congratulations to Dave Hastings, 
winner of a copy of Bourne to Rally.

WIN
Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels
and

The first owner was the British 
International Oil Co of 99 Taranaki Street, 
Wellington. I understand there were 99 
Hupmobiles imported through Lyttelton, 
but no roadsters or coupes. The car was 
then sold on 23 September 1929 to a Miss 
Hilda Montgomery of Little River near 
Christchurch. She in turn sold the car on 29 
May 1933 to a Mr Richard Evans of Waikari. 

The next owner on 18 June 1935 was 
Hawkins and Williams Ltd, 176 Hereford 
St, Christchurch. It then passed into the 
hands of a dealer, Archibalds Garage Ltd, 
Christchurch who sold it to a William 
James Tocker of Wigram on 1 September 
1941. He must have been unhappy with 
the purchase as Archibalds took the car 
back and sold it on 8 September 1941 to 
a Mrs Amy Andrew of 15 Thornycroft 
Street, Christchurch. 

The next owner was Mr Norman Ellis, 
103 St Elmo Courts who purchased the 
car on 1 April 1942. It then appears that 
on the same date registration was trans-
ferred to a John Richard Minor although 
the surname is unclear. The last entry is 
difficult to read but seems to be that on 14 
April 1954 the car was sold to a Norman 
Link of maybe Leinster Road.

There the story ends. It would be inter-
esting to know of any subsequent owners. 
If the car is still in existence I am happy 
to pass the Registration Certificate to the 
owner. The registration No of 94632 is 
written in the original handwriting of the 
Deputy Registrar in 1929. In a different 
hand is 38/39 192458 which may refer to 
the 1938/39 year.

Michael Gaffaney
michael@gaffaney.com 

Belated Reply
I submit a rather belated reply to Neil 

Rogers’ request for information, Issue 303. 
The vehicles pictured appear to be on the 
Fremantle Esplanade. Mr John Wood, 
Chairman of the Veteran section of the 

Veteran Car Club WA (Inc) very gener-
ously perused the photos and has offered 
the following information.
Top left: 6 cylinder Talbot 1910, ex John 
Gloyn, since sold to Sydney. 
Right: Wolseley 1913, Eddy and Kathy 
Brown (Perth).
Middle Left: IHC 1910 High Wheeler, ex 
NZ. Tony and Barbara Pailthorpe (Harvey).
Bottom Left: Holsman 1905, Andy Burns 
(Esperance). 
Right: Schacht 1910, Wayne Brennand, 
(Gibson near Esperance). Both imported 
by Andy Burns, ex USA.
Middle Bottom: Ford T 1915, Ray and 
Gloria Coyle (Perth)
Bottom Right: Curved Dash Oldsmobile 
1903, Doug Kerr (Perth)
Top Right: Napier 1913, Nevis and Jill 
Dowding (Perth)

Sharman Orr, 
Member VCC Waikato

Can you identify this?
I have this lovely old slim brass/copper 

case, which research so far tells me it’s for 
spare bulbs for an old car; maybe 1920/30s, 
but I wouldn’t know for sure.

Can any of your readers specifically 
identify this for me. Also whether or no it 
has any value and is common or rare.

Hazel Southam
ray_southam@paradise.net.nz 

Put pen to paper and you might just win an 
excellent addition to your library.

historical snippets 
of motoring interest 
from years gone by
Graeme Rice

timelines

100 YEARS AGO 

1911 – White wall tyres? “Yes,” said NZ 
motoring columnists. “Many motorists 
paint their tyres white and repaint them 
at frequent intervals. This makes the car 
look very smart, but that’s not the only 
reason. The greatest enemy of vulcanized 
rubber is sunlight, and the direct rays of 
the sun in particular. Now, the motor car’s 
tyres are fully exposed to these rays so the 
object of painting is to protect the rubber.” 
“Special paints are sold for the purpose.”
 

75 YEARS AGO

1936 – Hillman’s trendy Minx 
“Magnificent” was launched in New 
Zealand as “new from stem to stern” and 
overnight made most other 10hp English 
cars look middle aged. Rootes claimed 
the new Minx was years in advance of its 
time in spite of their 4 cylinder, 1185cc 
motor having side valves. Hillman trusted 
a higher compression ratio and the title 
“Power Plus” to keep the performance 
competitive on 35bhp. At £289 you might 
have preferred a basic Ford V8.

50 YEARS AGO

1961 – Lincoln proudly displayed President 
Kennedy’s new limousine – all 22ft, 3½ 
tons and 7 litres of it, and leased to the 
White House for $500 a month. Four years 
in the design and construction, the new 
state limo could be fitted with any one 
of three roofs – black metal, clear plastic 
or fold down cloth. Its rear seat could be 
raised 10½ inches, and two-way telephones 
were standard equipment, as were the grey 
suited security guards.

30 YEARS AGO

1981 – Replacing your faithful old 1976–78 
Peugeot 504 with the new 505 was a game 
of Double or Quits. Prices of mid-range 
European cars had soared and the new 
505 cost $29,000. A 1976–79 504 had cost 
around $13,000–$15,000, so now, when 
the proud owner came to trade up to 
the new 505 they needed to find another 
$15,000–$20,000 to complete the deal. 
We asked how one 505 could cost as much 
as two Cortina 2.0 Ghias.



Nick Mason drummed his way to 
fame and fortune with the Pink 
Floyd pop group in the 1960s 

and would build up an important collec-
tion of pedigree performance cars. Nick’s 
enthusiasm for motoring was instilled by 
his father, Bill, who pioneered a form of 
archaeology in historic film footage of 
motor racing. Bill died in January 2002 
at the age of 87 but his enthusiasm for 
recording motor sport legends leaves a 
legacy for future generations in the DVD 
sets of the Shell History of Motor Racing, 
The History of the Motor Car and Racing 
Mercedes.

Nick will be guest of honour in the 
New Zealand International Vintage Rally, 
based around Wanganui roads in January, 
with his wife Annette, who also races 
in Vintage events. The rally runs 16-27 
January 2012. Rally organisers are aiming 
for 800 entries and already there is firm 
interest from Australia, USA, Canada and 
the United Kingdom.

Nick remembers his father parking his 
Vintage 4½ litre Bentley tourer short of 
the Silverstone circuit and schoolboy Nick 
climbing into the back seat while his father 
domed the tonneau cover over him, hiding 
the junior Mason from the gate marshal 
checking passes! That venerable old 
Bentley is now one of the stars of Nick’s 
collection of 40-odd top rating cars housed 
in the hangars at Rendcomb aerodrome 
that Nick owns in Gloucestershire. 
The collection dates from a 1901 5 litre 
Panhard to a 2003 Ferrari Enzo, one of 
only 400 built.

Bill Mason, a descendant of Rowland 
Hill, the founder of the penny post, read 
english and history at Christ’s College, 
Cambridge. He entered the family 
engineering business shortly before the 
outbreak of WWII. Asthma rendered 
him unfit for war service and in 1942 he 
became an assistant director with the Shell 
Film Unit, which was then making films 
for the Ministry of Information and the 
armed services. The film unit, famous for 
the quality and objectivity of its documen-
taries, had been founded in 1938 on the 
advice of documentary pioneer, John 
Grierson.

After the war, Mason’s first film as 
director was The Cornish Engine, which 
demonstrated his talent for editing and 
visual exposition, and was one of a series 
on industrial revolution-era steam engines. 
He contributed to the series How An 
Aeroplane Flies, used by air forces and 

flying schools worldwide. Other films on 
aviation and technology followed. 

In 1956 Bill went freelance and his 
talent for analysing a theme, interpreting 
it visually and editing the result, put him 
in demand. For British Transport Films he 
made The Power To Stop, on the physics 
and evolution of brakes on railway trains, 
and Maglev, which explored the magnetic 
levitation system used experimentally by 
British Rail. Consistently clear, accurate 
and entertaining, Bill’s work moved to his 
series on motor racing history.

I was more interested in Vintage cars 
and motor sport than pop music in the ‘60s 
which meant that I knew Bill by reputa-
tion and I met him some time before I 
met pop music star son, Nick, and then it 
was through cars and motor racing rather 
than music. He used to join us for our 
motor racing lunches at The Barley Mow 
in West Horsley, close to the Tyrrell team 
headquarters in Surrey.

“Motion pictures and automobiles have 
been two great passions since I was a small 
boy and I get a great deal of pleasure 
from their history,” Bill wrote when I 
corresponded with him about the making 
of Racing Mercedes ten years ago. “Both 
movies and motorcars came to life at much 
the same time. Flickering pictures appeared 
on movie screens as early automobiles 
made their first stuttering voyages. I 
was naturally delighted when the great 
pioneering company Daimler-Benz invited 
me to work on a video to celebrate the 

THE FAMOUS MASONS:  Makers of historic m

Nick Mason and father Bill, at a Goodwood 
Festival.

Mercedes finished 1-2-3 in the 1914 French GP.  The British Government confiscated one of the cars on 
display in London when war was declared 24 days after the race.  Rolls-Royce ‘borrowed’ the engine design 
for their fighter-plane power units in WWI.

Barbarou driving a 40hp Benz in the 1903 Paris-Madrid.       H
Bordeaux.
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centenary of the company. I already knew 
the Daimler-Benz film archive was chaotic 
but contained many treasures and this 
was a wonderful opportunity to do some 
exciting research. I spent several months 
working with a confusing catalogue and 
seeing many cans of film. I produced a 
number of ideas for the history but it was 
a doomed project for me. After several 
frustrating months I had got nowhere and 
Daimler-Benz put on their own show using 
German writers and technicians. I had 
mixed feelings when the evening turned 
out to be a disaster…

“But I didn’t want to leave it at that. 
It was a wonderful story and the Daimler-
Benz archive had many treasures that I 
had never seen. There were many reels of 
film that had never been used and varied 
versions of films with different material. 
Moreover I had my own collection of 
historic films with a considerable amount 
of Mercedes racing that was not in the 
Daimler-Benz archive. 

“Dave Weguelin had a small produc-
tion company and we considered making 
a version of one of my original scripts by 
ourselves without sponsorship, but we soon 
decided that it would be better to scrap 
the original project and concentrate more 
on motor sport. Our three-hour history of 
Mercedes racing goes from 1894 to 1955. 
We began with the earliest pictures and 
films of motor sport we had found and 
ended in 1955 with Mercedes withdrawing 
from racing after a triumphant season. 
This was a convenient finishing point. 

Beyond that date films would have to have 
come from expensive outside sources and 
would have brought copyright problems. 
Remember we had no wealthy sponsor to 
fall back on!

“We worked without any sponsor-
ship but with a lot of unofficial help 
from sympathetic friends inside and 
outside the industry. David and I both 
enjoyed old motion pictures and modern 
digital technology has done a great deal 
to improve the viewing of old films. In 
the early days, movie cameras were hand-
cranked at a theoretical sixteen frames 
per second. Twenty-four frames a second 
became standard with sound and when 
old films were used they were usually seen 
with an unrealistic speeding-up or ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ effect. 

“Forty years ago I got more realistic 
moving picture speeds by printing alternate 
frames twice. This was an improvement 
but the result was often jerky. Moreover 
some misguided cameramen speeded up 
the movement by cranking slowly. With 
digital technology David and I were able to 
make old films more realistic with smooth 
slower speeds that could be varied as never 
before. This was a real advance in bringing 
history to life. We could now appreciate 
better the courage and the stamina of 
the drivers when fragile upright cars gave 
little protection. We could see for ourselves 
the state of the roads and tracks. Details 
gained special significance. 

“When cars stop to refuel in the 1903 
Gordon Bennett race, you can see the 

mechanic is careful to keep the all-impor-
tant horn tied carefully on with string. 
There were no rear mirrors. Following 
cars were blanketed by dust. The crowds 
happily encroached on the road, mindless 
of the dangers of these fast, almost uncon-
trolled machines. After an accident, you 
see drivers slow or even stop to make sure 
other drivers don’t need help.

“Myths and stories can be checked. A 
German team manager claimed in his often 
quoted autobiography that he dragged the 
driver from a burning car and went over 
to tell another driver to carry on. This 
same incident appeared in several different 
films and was almost completely covered 
from start to finish from different angles. 
We could check that both stories were 
fantasies. The one driver leapt out of his 
car on his own and the other was waiting 
anxiously then signalled uninstructed to 
tell his mechanics to start his engine…

“Films can also be misleading. Mercedes 
failed to win the 1934 French Grand Prix 
although they had their own film unit 
making what they hoped would have been 
an excellent and triumphant film of the 
company’s return to Grand Prix racing. 
Unfortunately a French driver won in 
an Italian car – Louis Chiron for Alfa 
Romeo!  The elaborate and beautifully 
shot film was shelved but not wasted. After 
the war it was used to make a short film 
title Deutsche Rennwagen in Front. In this 
post-war film the preparations and the 
1934 French Grand Prix are beautifully 
shot but the film ends with the German 

c motor racing movies and pop music!
By Eoin Young

The lone Mercedes SS heading Tim Birkin’s Bentley at the 24-hour Le Mans race in 1930.rid.       He was classified 46th when the race was abandoned at 
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driver, Hermann Lang, coming through to 
win. Lang did not join the Mercedes team 
until 1937!

“All sorts of things can happen in the 
cutting room. In my video I had Mercedes 
film of the 1939 Yugoslav Grand Prix, the 
last race for the great Silver Arrows, which 
took place on 3 September 1939. As far 
as I knew this film has almost never been 
used before as the race was overshadowed 
by Britain and France inconveniently 
going to war on that historic day. But all 
was not lost. Several shots of the race on 
the streets of Belgrade appear surprisingly 
in film of the 1939 Grand Prix at Pau in 
Southern France…”

Bill Mason’s cinematic record of motor 
sport have become iconic visual records of 
the years when motor sport was becoming 

Top left: Stirling Moss in the W196 Mercedes, the 
day he won the 1955 British GP at Aintree.  He 
was the first Englishman to win the British GP. 

Above: Von Brauchitsch’s puncture pitstop in 
1935, robbed him of the GP. 

left: Rudolf Caracciola at speed in 1936 with the 
W125 GP Mercedes. 

Bottom left: Stirling Moss and Denis Jenkinson 
leaving the start ramp on the road to winning the 
1955 Mille Miglia in the 300SLR Mercedes.
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established internationally. Dave Moore, 
motoring editor of the Fairfax newspaper 
group in New Zealand, grew up in the UK 
and tells of a generation of his schoolboy 
mates being converted from soccer and 
rugby to motor sport during a long winter in 
the early 1960s when endless snow cancelled 
all ball sports and BBC TV showed Bill 
Mason’s Shell History of Motor Sport instead 
on successive Saturdays!

The DVD series reminds me of legends 
like one of the Mercedes that finished in 
1-2-3 in the 1914 French Grand Prix was on 
display in the London showroom and was 
confiscated when war was declared and 
handed over to Rolls-Royce. The legend 
insists that Henry Royce stripped the 
4.5 litre 4 cylinder engine with overhead 
valves and camshaft, hemispherical heads, 
dual magneto ignition and 4 spark plugs 
per cylinder – and produced his Falcon 
V8 aero engine that was literally a pair of 
the Mercedes Grand Prix engines joined 
in a Vee!

Pit stops in the 1930s when the Silver 
Arrows dominated Grand Prix racing, 
were shambolic affairs with mechanics 
running in all directions, swapping huge 
wheels and sloshing fuel in. The driver 
sat in the cockpit with a towel thrown 

over the back of his head as 50 gallons of 
explosive fuel was sloshed in. One stop 
is shown with fuel overflowing down the 
driver’s back. He is towelled off, a bucket 
of water is thrown over him and he storms 
back into the race.

Circuit safety hadn’t been thought 
of in pre-war years. Wasn’t motor racing 
supposed to be dangerous? The hugely 
powerful Grand Prix cars raced along tree-
lined roads on the long country circuits. 
Protective hay bales were a novelty, not 
the norm.

Mercedes battled the fearsome rear-
engined Auto Unions for Hitler’s prize 
fund in the 1930s and the impressive fleet 
of lorries is shown on mountain passes in 
Europe as the teams drive between Grand 
Prix races. 

I am intrigued by the fact that Bill 
Mason produced the world’s best record 
of Mercedes’ success in motor sport…and 
son Nick has links with the Audi empire 
and drives one of their rear-engined Auto 
Union Grand Prix cars. The Mason family 
has an exciting era of German motor sport 
fully covered! 

 bw

© This article may not be reproduced in whole or in 
part without written permission from Beaded Wheels 
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I first came across a Velocette “dog kennel” type engine in the 
early 1970s  through Bob Fenn (Dr Bob), a highly qualified 
metallurgist from Sheffield University. He was a friend of 

the late Eric Stanbra a fellow engineering technician, who was 
designer and builder of the lightweight four valve Velocette, now 
owned and campaigned by Shaun Waters. 

I was a regular visitor to Sheffield in those days selling vibro 
finishing equipment and techniques to the cutlery and allied 
trades and got to know these chaps quite well.

Bob had seen an unusual engine at Wassells in Birmingham 
and indeed had persuaded the owner Ted Wassell, to let him 
take the engine away for identification. Hence it arrived on my 
door step and was recorded for posterity by Ken Reddish, a keen 
photographer in our local section of the Vintage Club. 

These pictures subsequently appeared in Velocette, Technical 
Excellence Exemplified which was first published by Osprey in 
December 1990. We noted the engine number MT5002 which 
didn’t make much sense because we all thought that racing 
Velocettes were prefixed with the magical letters KTT.

Veloce had quite recently closed. John Griffith had done a deal 
with Bertie Goodman and acquired most of the special machines 
which were still at the factory on closure. These included the 
Roarer (which had chromed exhaust pipes, denoting that there 

were no internals in the engine); the Model O looking decidedly 
tatty, the 24 hour record breaking Venom No 3412, Venom No 
VM 101 (the works experimental machine), and the experimental 
250 LE which seems to have disappeared for ever.

John Griffith also acquired nine volumes of factory records 
relating to the earliest period 1921 until 1951, but didn’t bother 
with the later books because these covered what was considered to 
be current production. 

After careful perusal of these records, which he was to eventu-
ally pass on to me, we noted reference to quite a number of odd 
machines that didn’t fit into any particular category. We realised 
that these were works development models which had become 
obsolete and were discarded and sent as far away as possible, and 
as far as the company was concerned, to be forgotten.

These dog kennel engines were of a design laid down by 
Charles Udall in 1932, initially in 350 form, and incorporated 
features which were to appear in the M Series of engines, and 
indeed the later KTT models. The crankcases were beefed up to 
accommodate a deepened spigot of the cylinder thus eliminating a 
particularly weak spot around the neck of the cylinder.

The cylinder head of decidedly M appearance with down 
draught inlet tract, was retained by through-bolts into the 
crankcase while a separate cam box mounted by quickly detachable 

Velocette
Words and photos Ivan Rhodes

Ted Mellors at Isle of Man TT on the first double knocker, a 350.
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The Model O, looking decidedly tatty.

steel plates contained a camshaft with counter balance weights 
and stiff rockers pivoting on an eccentric spindle. This was  the 
first appearance of such an adjustment at Veloce and was used on 
subsequent K Series machines, including of course the KTT.

Interestingly the included valve angle on these engines was 60 
degrees  rather than the standard angle of 70 degrees which has, in 
my opinion, had a significant bearing on their performance. Valves 
were standard MK IV KTT of 1¾" inlet and 15/8"  exhaust and in 
an endeavour to keep the oil inside the cam box, these valves were 
operated by short pushers which eliminated the tendency to tilt a 
valve due to its wiping action on a normal rocker engine.

Because the gable end of this cam box was so shaped, Harold 
Willis in his own inimitable way referred to it as the dog kennel 
engine which name stuck. Standard production KTT engines at 
this time were lubricated in the established Velocette manner 
of using a submerged oil pump forcing oil under pressure up the 
vertical drive shaft tube and through a controlled feed to the 
camshaft and returning to the crankcase via a small pump or 
clack valve. The big end was fed under the same pressure through 
the timing side main shaft at a pretty high rate of circulation 
which helped to dissipate the heat.

The new dog kennel engines dispensed with this internal 
pressurised system by taking the feed through galleries drilled in a 
new inner timing cover which also contained a filter plus a close 
fitting quill to feed the big end. The top end feed was taken neatly 
from a point higher up this cover by an external pipe to a quill 
directed into the camshaft. Sufficient lubricant is provided for the 
remaining bevels and gears as the oil returns to the lower chamber 
and thus into the sump.

Since these early works MT race engines were essentially 
development units, the outer timing covers were hand beaten out 
of brass sheet. The need for a cast cover did not become necessary 
until the advent of the MK V production KTT and subse-
quently the KSS and MK II which used the same component.
These works development 350s were to prove quite effective with 
the factory team riders.  Walter Handley in particular was noted 
to be lapping circuits at speeds nearer to that achieved with 500s. 
Eventually an experimental 500 was built making use of one of 
the dirt track 81mm pistons as the basis with a stroke of 96mm; 
the dimensions of the long stroke KTT of 68 x 96 which Harold 
Willis had tried and discarded two years previously.

Three works 495 OHC engines were to come to fruition as 
a result of this experiment, numbers 5001, 5002 and 5003, all 
with iron barrels as far as I know, with aluminum bronze cylinder 
heads. Alloy top ends were to be fitted later.

Another important factor relating to this story is that Charles 
Udall also designed what turned out to be the first double knocker 
in Birmingham.

A new double overhead camshaft cam box was designed to fit 
on top of the existing 350 single OHC dog kennel head simply by 
changing one cam box for another.

Stanley Woods had been invited to join the works team for 
1936 so apart from upgrading the three existing five hundreds 
by fitting alloy top ends, Udall persuaded his boss to further 
develop the existing 350s to incorporate an interchangeable 
double overhead camshaft assembly which would add to the 
advantages already gained.

According to a recorded interview we had with Charles some 
years ago both Harold Willis and Percy Goodman were somewhat 
skeptical of Udall’s claims that one could design such features to 
give the required results with the double OHC device. I believe 
four of the 350 twin cam engines were built. One each for the 
works team of Wood, Mellors and Thomas, plus a spare.

New experimental sprung frames were produced at the request 
of Stanley Woods, he having just won two TTs with springers for 
Moto Guzzi; two for the 350s and one 500 for Stanley himself.

Bench tests with the new 350 proved that reliable power was 
available well beyond the established ceiling of 7000 rpm. In fact 
8000 was to be the norm and even as much as 8400 before the 
power began to fall off. Stanley Woods told the author that in 
TT practice he found his new twin cam springer so quick that he 
expected to win the race at a canter. But by Sulby Bridge on the 
first lap his engine stopped abruptly with what turned out to be a 
broken Oldham coupling a previously unheard of catastrophe.

Freddie Frith won the race for Norton on his first TT outing 
with John ‘Crasher’ White second.

Ted Mellors riding a revised rigid frame with the new twin cam 
engine was third, while in fourth place Thomas was to finish with 
the other double knocker springer. Thomas had been well up until 
he fell off at Braddon Bridge. Had he not fallen and had Stanley 
been able to complete the race, what possibilities there might 
have been!

Whatever the potential outcome, and despite the fact that 
these twin cam engines were used with some modification for the 
rest of the season, Technical Director Harold Willis decided not 
to use them again. This, much to the chagrin of the Goodman 
family, but as they stated, he was given the job of Technical 
Director when he joined the company in 1927 and if he chose not 
to make further use of them, it was his prerogative and they had 
to go along with it. Perhaps he did not accept Udall’s ideas. These 
engines all finished up in Australia where they were used to good 
effect for many years on.

Stanley Woods told me that his biggest mistake was to go to 
Australia via a round the 
world honeymoon trip in 
1936-37, because during 
that winter Harold Willis, 
decided not to  persevere 
with the new twin cam 
engines, and was misled 
into a blind alley with 
Frank Aspin’s rotary valve 
engine. Much wasted time 
and effort as the latest big 
fin engines were not yet 
ready for use. He could 

Ivan Rhodes on the works 
experimental blown 350 known 
as Whiffling Clara.
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finish no better than fourth 350 in the 1937 Junior while Ted 
Mellors retired.

Reverting to the single OHC dog kennel type; the 500 
prototype stamped KTT 624 was sent to Australia where it was 
campaigned with much success by Bains and Kessel and was 
known as The Monster.

Stanley’s honeymoon trip took him down under at the expense 
of the Velocette distributors P & A Williams and Mobiloil and 
both a 350 and 500 were sent out for his use. Both were set up on 
methanol and were used at Victor Harbour and Philip Island. The 
350 in particular proving successful since the 500 pulled a cylinder 
holding stud. The 350 having won at Victor Harbour, was used in 
the Senior race at Phillip Island when, to quote Stanley, having 
found the circuit very much like a scrambler course over which the 
Aussies were riding flat out, he just pinned his ears back and got 
on with it. He finished second I believe having put up the fastest 
lap speed with this dog kennel 350 single OHC. More recently 
Dennis Quinlan told me that he found evidence that Woods had 
taken 50 mile standing start and rolling start records with this 
machine and that these records still stood.

It is well known that the No 1 of the MT 500 engines was sent 
out to New Zealand at the request of Bill White, the Velocette 
distributor and good friend of the Goodman family. The NZ TT 
at Waiheke Island had been dominated by ex-works Rudges and 
Nortons when Velocette could only field the 350s. MT5001 engine 
was sent out initially and proved effective, followed some time later 
with the original frame when it was found that the replacement 
instigated by Stanley Woods was to show a vast improvement.  
Waiheke Island was a dirt road venue where the doubtful handling 
of the larger frame based on the MK V KTT wasn’t so critical.

Much experience of these machines was gained down under, 
particularly by such as Rod Coleman in New Zealand who having 
acquired and campaigned MT 5003 many years ago passed it on 
and then re-aquired it from Dixie Dean following the disastrous 
fire that almost destroyed the engine. I believe it now resides in 
Japan.

We started this saga with the identification of MT 5002 which 
had been acquired by the late Roy Richards for the National 
Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham and was rebuilt for Roy some 
years ago by Charlie Edwards, the Norton race mechanic. During 
this process it acquired quite a number of Norton details and too 
much chromium plate. I was asked to work on it to make it more 
in keeping with how it appeared when Stanley left it in Australia.

The Bill White NZ “Big Velo” No MT5001 had come onto the 
market following Bill’s death and I was encouraged by the family 
to buy it, rather than leave it in New Zealand despite the fact that 
it was considered to be the most successful racing motorcycle in 

New Zealand history. I sold another machine in order to have the 
funds to do so.

Much work was carried out on the engine and a magnesium 
gearbox was fitted to replace a standard aluminium component 
from a later machine. This machine was returned to New Zealand 
along with the Roarer in 1997, when Hugh Anderson rode the 
twin with Sammy Miller and John Surtees on their  supercharged 
machines. It is fortunate that the Big Velo came back home to 
England because when MT5002 was burned down in the National 
Motorcycle Museum fire of September 2003, we were required not 
only to resurrect the 24 hours record breaking Venom and other 
historically important machines, but the No 1 in order to get 
patterns and castings to get No 2 back in one piece and back into 
the museum at the end of 2006.

The photographs show MT 5002 before and after restoration 
and of MT 5001 as she is today. This one is occasionally used for 
demonstration purposes in Molloy 2000 bike events and at 
Beaulieu. It otherwise resides among a collection of interesting 
historical machinery in the Donington Museum a few miles from 
my home. I also believe however that MT5001 should eventually 
return to New Zealand where she morally belongs.  bw

 Stanley Woods on MT 5002 in Australia on his honeymoon.

MT5002 after the fire.

MT5002 restored.

Dennis Quinlan … 

found evidence that Woods had taken 50 mile 

standing start and rolling start records with this 

machine and that these records still stood.
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Without a doubt Rentz plugs 
captured this dubious honour. 
In 1951 at Atlanta, Georgia, 

they started making these gems, known 
among collectors as the Rentz Lighthouse. 
They later added conventional plugs to 
their product line, perhaps to survive. 
A 1920 advertisement shows a price of 
$2.50 when the average plug sold for 75c 
to $1 and a few at $1.25. The photo-
graph of a Lighthouse from my collection 
shows it has the grounding bar while the 
advertisement does not show it. Only the 
earliest plugs have that bar. Virtually all 
others that come on the market have it 
cut off – you can see the hacksaw marks. 
It is believed that these gave trouble 
with intermittent grounding cutting out 
the spark, so they were all cut off at the 
factory. Plugs with the original bar rarely 
come on the market and will fetch two or 
three times more than a plug without it. 
At one time the Lighthouse was extremely 
rare and would sell for hundreds of dollars 
in any condition. Then a large quantity 

was discovered in an old warehouse, all 
in their boxes and all with the grounding 
bar cut off. There is usually one on Ebay at 
any given time selling for $50 to $150.

Why were they so expensive? The 
exploded view shows some of their 21 
separate parts, about 13 more than its 
contemporaries, while the body was nickel 
plated over copper. Rentz literature states 
that low test gasoline and excessive oil 
pumping fouls the spark plug. A hot 
spark will eliminate that trouble so when 
striking these conditions the motorist 
is advised to lift the intensifier switch 
and give it a quarter turn where spring 
pressure holds it in a notch. This breaks 
the contact in the centre electrode and 
allows the current to jump the gap which 
intensifies and makes a hotter spark at the 
contact points. This is not actually hyper-
bolic “snake oil”. The theory is sound and 
still used today. Remember the U prefix 
Champion plugs? The letter signified a 
built-in booster gap whereas manufac-
turers now use it without identifying it. 
The glass that surrounds the visible arc 
is made of a special high pressure heat 
resisting composition. Unfortunately the 
porcelain insulator is mostly hidden. The 
patented number printed on the insulator, 
775, signified the type of clay used in the 
porcelain. It was the best available and 
used by a large number of royalty paying 
manufacturers who naturally wanted to 
display the number to show their product 
was good quality. It was a very competitive 
market. There are more than 6,000 known 
brands of spark plugs.

Carbon fouling and intensifiers:
In the early 1900s George Meissner 

noticed that when an engine would not 
start it would sometimes fire if the high 
tension lead was pulled off and held a short 
distance from the plug (I have experienced 
this many times when checking for spark 
in a lifeless engine). He then patented 
the idea of the intensifier. A coil does 
not fire instantaneously when the points 
open. There is a very brief rise time for 
the voltage to get high enough to jump 
the gap. A plug fouled with conductive 
carbon on the insulator nose bleeds off 
the voltage as it is rising from 0 to perhaps 
8,000 volts (many variables govern this 
figure), so the voltage does not get high 
enough and there is no spark. The intensi-
fier adds another (prior) gap and hence an 
incomplete circuit so voltage cannot bleed 
away at the fouled terminal as it is rising. 
When the voltage builds sufficiently it will 

THE MOST EXPENSIVE SPARK 
PLUG EVER MADE
Words and photos Kevin Casey

Script on a conventional Rentz spark plug made 
for Nash cars. Rentz also produced these for 
Packard.

One of the many types of intensifier that could be 
inserted between sparkplug and HT lead.

ithout a doubt Rentz plugs 
captured this dubious honour.

W

Intensifier control Grounding 
bar
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jump both gaps creating a spark of long 
duration. A plug has to withstand ignition 
voltages from about 5,000 to 10,000 volts 
and pressure prior to combustion of up 
to 150psi. Instantaneous pressures and 
temperatures following ignition may be 
up to 1,000 psi and 2,500 degrees Celsius 
before suddenly plummeting as the 
induction stroke beings.

Coil polarity is important:
Negative polarity is needed at the spark 

plug centre terminal. It is easier for the 
spark to jump from the hot centre to 
the cooler earth terminal with a negative 
charge. I don’t know the scientific expla-
nation but it has to do with ionizing the 
mixture to start the spark propagation. Up 
to 15% of output is lost under heavy load 
if the coil is wired incorrectly.

Make sure that if the battery is negative 
earth then the primary coil wire to the 
distributor is from the negative coil 
terminal. Vice versa for positive earth.

Mica insulators:
Most of you will have seen the old 

mica insulated plugs. Mica is a very good 
insulator and these plugs were widely used, 
particularly for racing. They went out of 
favour about 1930 when leaded fuels were 
introduced as lead attacked the mica. Wire 
brushing and sandblasting also damaged 
them. Mica plugs are not very collect-
ible as they all look the same with dull 
brown insulators that cannot display even 
a label. Some manufacturers such as Oleo 
and Splitdorf got around this by using a 
dummy outside porcelain so an attractive 
logo could be fired onto it. Visual impact 
is always important.

 bw

For members looking to put a vehicle 
back on the road with a “dead” registration 
and old silver on black plates, life has just 
got easier.

New regulations which came into force 
on 1 May 2011 will allow vehicles to be 
reregistered using the old silver on black 
plates that were originally on the vehicle.

There are a few conditions –

1. The number on the plates must be still 
available (sometimes people use a 
number from a silver on black plate and 
put it on a personalised plate – in such 
cases the old plates cannot be re-used 
as the number has been “taken”)

2. The plates must be in good condition 
(this is a general rule applying to all 
plates)

3. You must be able to convince the 
Registrar of Motor Vehicles (currently 
the NZ Transport Agency) that the 
plates originally belonged to that 
vehicle. The best evidence is the certif-
icate of registration or other paperwork 
(insurance policy, repair receipts 
showing the registration number, etc). 

As an alternative, a photograph of the 
vehicle when it was previously on the 
road showing its number plates would be 
helpful. Another additional option is to 
provide evidence that the plates have been 
attached to the vehicle for a long time – a 
close up photo of rusty bolts holding on 

the plate might help. So if you were about 
to take the plates off to clean them and 
replace the bolts – STOP and take a photo 
first.

If the plates are badly damaged and 
cannot be repaired but you can satisfy the 
other two conditions you still might be 
able to keep the number. The old number 
would have to go on the post 1987 series 
plates (black on white) as the old silver on 
black plates can no longer be made. Some 
members might not see this as ideal but an 
old number such as “BX4846” still looks 
better on an old car than a very recent one 
that you might see on the latest Hyundai.

Pre 1964 black on yellow numerical 
plates and previous series cannot be 
re-used as those plates are no longer legal.

Any member wanting to have their 
black and silver plates reinstated should 
contact the Transport Registry Centre 
Private Bag 11777, Palmerston North 
4442. Attention: Team Leader Business 
Administration.

Once approval is granted in writing 
a unique serial number will be allocated 
to allow the use of the original silver on 
black plates. These plates will be officially 
assigned to your motor vehicle at a vehicle 
compliance centre.

CHANGES TO VEHICLE LICENSING REGULATIONS

RETAINING SILVER ON BLACK 
NUMBER PLATES
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 
win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged) 
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are David 
Oakley and Ray Betteridge. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. Don't forget we are always looking for good articles.

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels 
cap!

Changes announced by the Minister of Transport, 

Hon Steven Joyce on 5 April 2011.
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Seventy-five entrants from seventeen 
branches converged on New 
Plymouth for the Easter Rally. 

Entrants came from as far a field as the Far 
North and from Canterbury and Nelson in 
the South Island. 

Good Friday saw some entrants take 
the option of a visit to Tawhiti Museum 
in Hawera, and while we haven’t been 
there recently we understand it is contin-
uing to expand. Those that attended were 
most impressed with the lifelike displays 
capturing the local history. 

Entrants were able to opt for either 
the medium (80 miles) or long route (140 
miles) for the rally on Saturday. We chose 
the medium route and although the day 
was overcast, we chose to be in hood–
down mode. The Taranaki countryside 
is reasonably familiar to us, however 
we are always surprised at the scenery. 
In this instance travelling across the 

Bertrand Road swing bridge at the back 
of Inglewood was a new experience. This 
bridge had warnings regarding the width 
of vehicles allowed to cross, a maximum 
of two metres. There are few tunnels in 
Taranaki, and we rediscovered the Otaoroa 
Tunnel, prior to lunch. My husband Greg 
remembered going through this tunnel on 
a motorbike about 37 years ago; however 
this time he didn’t have the light obscured 
with a rally number and was able to see.

Lunch for the medium route was at 
Ratapiko Hall, and for the long route, 
Whangamomona. The afternoon was a 
short run back to New Plymouth with both 
written and straight line instructions.

Sunday morning was very overcast and 
threatening rain for the motor show and 
gymkana held at Central School grounds 
in New Plymouth. There were 98 cars on 
display at the motor show and a steady 
stream of locals viewed vehicles covering 
all of the VCC classes. 

During the morning, free buses were 
provided for entrants to visit the Waitara 
homes of Ashley and Laraine Smith and 
Colin and Alexander Johnson. Ashley 
has a collection of Model Ts and Model 
As and worn out running shoes from the 
ultra marathons he runs. Laraine displayed 
her magnificent tapestry work. We were 
invited to walk around the gardens and 
enjoy the tranquil surroundings. Colin and 
his son Alexander in addition to their 
interest in cars, have a private museum. 
There is a large collection of models, as 
well as a purpose built area above their fire 
station displaying an extensive collection 

of gramophones and music boxes, dating 
from 1800. All of these are in working 
order and we were able to hear some of 
them play. 

On the return trip to New Plymouth 
some of us were taken to view the Te Rewa 
Rewa Bridge, which has been recently won 
an international award for design.

Gymkana events were organised for 
Sunday afternoon. These were enter-
taining for those watching and provided 
challenges and hilarity for those partici-
pating. We had a car full of young children 
(some of whom we didn’t know), who 
thought our antics were quite strange. We 
were very fortunate as the rain stayed away.

Both Saturday and Sunday night had 
dinners at rally headquarters, the Plymouth 
Hotel.

John Muter, Taranaki Branch 
Chairman welcomed entrants on Sunday 
night and introduced Harry Dynhoven the 
mayor of New Plymouth who gave a short 
address.

Kevin Clarkson represented the 
Management Committee and assisted with 
the prize giving. He made mention of the 
unusual circumstance of having three Past 
National Presidents being present, these 
being Norm Dewhurst, Leigh Craythorne, 
and Greg Terrill.

Many thanks must go to the Taranaki 
Branch for an enjoyable weekend even if 
entry numbers were low.

Some entrants stayed on for the Maunga 
Moana (the local branch annual rally) on 
Monday despite threatening rains arriving 
in force during Sunday night.   bw

NATIONAL 
NORTH ISLAND EASTER RALLY 
Taranaki

Maxwell Trophy (Teams Trophy)
Waikato Branch Team 
Greg & Gaynor Terrill  1930 Chrysler 77   
John & Shirley Foot 1937 Buick            
Paul & Carol Fussey 1957 MG A

Todd Park Trophy (Entrants Choice):
Doug & Doreen Green  1929 Graham Paige

Best Individual  Long Course
Gerald & Anne Enright  1965 Holden Premier

Best Individual - Medium Course
Gregg & Jane Oliver  1938 Fiat Topolino

Best Individual - Gymkhana
Chris & Anne Slater  1924 Studebaker

Words Gaynor Terrill, photors Danny Pattinson

Gaylene and Brian Trevor, 1952 Buick.
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Pamela and Robin Chadwick, 1960 A40 Austin Farina

Dennis and Pat Burr, 1954 Dodge 1 ton ute.

Greg and Gaynor Terrill, 1930 Chrysler 77 coupe.

Doug and Diane Wilton, 1910 Buick 14B.

Doug and Marilyn Surgenor, 1926 Buick.

1967 Chrysler, Bruce Ardell of Wanganui.
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Some of our more dedicated Gore Branch members regularly 
attend the South Island Easter Rallies and others further 
afield and when they return at the next club meeting they 

would say “we can do that”. Latterly one member after attending 
a North Island Rally and having had his arm twisted by John 
Chynoweth, insisted that our branch could run an Easter Rally. 
The then president of Gore Branch, Keith Nunn, then sowed the 
seed among our local members to the extent that we felt guilty if 
we did not have a go at hosting a larger rally, namely the National 
South Island Easter Rally. So a committee was formed, a chairman 
elected, a suitable venue booked, accommodation secured and all 

those countless tasks willingly undertaken by a keen and able 
committee until it all came to fruition on Good Friday, 22 April.  

Day One
The first of the 186 entries began to arrive mid afternoon 

and by 7pm most were parked up and seated in the stadium. The 
opening address started a little early for a few who expected a 
7.30pm start. Unfortunately they missed the pep talk from our 
Gore mayor Tracy Hicks as he promoted the attractions of our 
district. The other welcoming speeches were all brief but to the 
point. The theme – enjoy the local hospitality, the scenery, the 
roads and the weather. The promptness of the start and the 
smooth progression of the evening set the scene for the rest of the 
rally, seamless and well organised. The evening progressed in a 
very sociable manner with a light meal and light entertainment as 
the first of the spot prizes were drawn.

Day Two 
This began with the early numbered cars having to be in 

position by 7.30am so as not to cause congestion at the starting 
point. 

There were 178 cars that actually competed; 10 Veteran, 47 
Vintage, 27 PV, 29 PWV, 57 P60V and eight commercial vehicles 
entered. The weather was dry but with dark foreboding clouds 
overhead. The three runs had the entrants following various 
routes to the north of Gore on the flat but scenic Waimea Plains. 
The first section saw all the cars do the mandatory time trial 
before they were split into the various routes. The two short runs 
were advertised as non-gravel but the road reconstruction crew did 

Words Bill Sheddan
Photos ??

NATIONAL 
SOUTH ISLAND EASTER RALLY 
Gore

Along with well over one hundred other enthusiasts 

Bill Sheddan took to the roads at this year’s South 

Island Easter Rally. He diaries his experience.

Words Bill Sheddan, Photos Anastasia Shtampf, Bill Sheddan

Top: Canterbury Branch member Rose Kinnaird and her 1929 Model A.

Left: Field test action.
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1910 Clement Bayard driven by James Tait and navigator Lana Buchanan await the start of the rally along with Lois and Russell Eagle in their 1967 MG B GT.

Michele and Krystal Munro compete the Penzoil trophy by hanging washing on the clothes line while driving Alister and Nola Days’ 1926 Dodge 4.

1948 Chevrolet Thriftmaster driven by Arthur and Catherine Ruffell from North Otago 
waiting to start the rally on Saturday.

1912 Renault AX owned by John and Sylvia Bartlett parked 
up on the public day on Sunday
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not know this as just prior to the refreshment stop there were two 
miles of loose sharp chip reconstruction.  

The two longer runs ended at the Balfour Tavern, then 
resumed via various routes to the lunch stop at Riversdale, a 
sleepy town consisting of the usual pub, garage and dairy. Our 
stop was the Community Centre on the main Gore-Queenstown 
Highway. Opposite this venue is a well stocked “junkie”, one of 
the diminishing breed of bric-a-brac stores stocking anything 
from colonial house and farm utensils to whatever part you might 
require for your mode of antique transport on the day. Some inter-
esting purchases were made. 

By this time, to everybody’s delight, the clouds had lifted but 
not completely. The sun was poking through and it had warmed 
up a bit, which made for a pleasant gathering with everybody 
wandering around admiring each others’ passion of the wheeled 
kind.

Well into the afternoon the last were on their way at their own 
pace back to Gore but a good number stopped at Mandeville  to 
admire old flying machines at the Croydon Aircraft Company 
which is well known for the restoration of Tiger Moths and other 
Vintage aircraft. The evening was free with most returning to the 
stadium for a meal. 

Day Three
Dawned sunny but cool. The 24 concours entries were assembled 

under cover in a large shed at the show grounds just over the road 
from the stadium. Judging took place while the field tests were 
carried out in the main show grounds arena in front of the grand 
stand. The three field tests while simple enough, tested both driver 
and navigator. The Penzoil Trophy tests followed in front of a good 
sized and appreciative audience of club members and the public. By 
early afternoon the competitive stuff was out of the way and with 
the afternoon free, some explored the town and the clubrooms. We 
all gathered in the stadium in the evening for a delicious meal, a 
few stories, raffles and prizegiving. This ended a very successful 
and social weekend with many new friends made and many 
looking forward to meeting in Timaru at Easter in two years time.  
 bw

RESULTS
Veteran 
Paul Herron, Gore,   1911 Model T Ford tourer
Vintage
Brian Horrell, Gore,  1923 Dennis 2 Ton truck
Post Vintage
Bruce Marshell, Southland,  1938 Morris 18/6 sedan
Post War
Les Watson, Canterbury,  1951 Peugeot 203 sedan
Post 1960
Warren Keenan, Brisbane,  1971 MG Midget 
Commercial
Brian McConachie, Otago  1920 Model T Ford van
Lady Driver
Rebecca George North Otago,  1964 MG B 
Townshend Trophy - (Concours d’elegance) 
John Foster, South Canterbury  1923 Delaunay-Belleville P4B 
Penzoil Trophy South Canterbury 
PPG Trophy
Brian Horrell, Gore,  1923 Dennis 2 Ton truck

Gerry Kennedy, rally starter with PWV winner, Les Watson, 1951 Peugeot 
203.

Tom and Malcolm McDonald and their 1930 BSA three wheeler, “going 
much better now on twin carbs”.     

Dawn Sheddan and Mary 
Tremaine enjoying the evening.

Alice and Brian Horrell, winners 
of the PPG Trophy (1923 Dennis 2 
ton truck) 

The Committee, Gore Branch SI Easter Rally L - R;   Bryan Neilson, Keith 
Nunn, Murray Proctor, John Tremaine (chairman), Raewyn Dodds, Keith 
Dodds, Evan Henderson, Paul Corcoran (Gore Branch chairman) Bill 
Ainge.
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Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.thecarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

SOUTHWARD
CAR MUSEUM

INCORPORATED

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre

DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR ENGINE
ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR BLOWS 
COOLANT OUT AFTER RUNS, NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

Note: needle has done full turn and still not boiling at 300degF.
(Roy Rowes V8/60 Racing car)

TRY THAT WITH ANY OTHER COOLANT!
• Doubles the boiling temp
• Never stops transferring heat from the engine

to the radiator
• Total fill (no water)
• Long Life: harmless to all alloys, plastics, rubbers etc
LIQUIDINTELLIGENCE 115 COOLANT $31.50 per litre incl. GST plus freight

FOR INFO – TECH TALKS – ORDERS ETC
PH 0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

email roylking@xtra.co.nz  www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

COOLING SYSTEM CLEANER
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Scale Deposits: Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer 
heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale 2mm thick insulates 
and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%.
Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in 
the top of the radiator blocking the core causing further overheating.
Liquid Intelligence 239: dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling 
system, will not damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling 
system metal surfaces to inhibit further corrosion.

NOW AVAILABLE IN NEW ZEALAND
Comes as a 2.2kg 
Kit - enough to do 
30 litres (3 cars)
 $123.50
Including GST and freight 
anywhere in NZ

BEFORE

AFTER
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In 1969 when still a spotty faced youth I worked in Perth, 
Western Australia for a few months. I boarded in a house 
with two of the most miserable individuals I have ever had 

the misfortune to meet, and a young chap about my age from the 
eastern states who owned a Mini Minor. A few weeks later he 
received a job offer near his home and scurried off leaving me with 
his Mini with instruction to drop it off near Brisbane when I had 
finished with it. Being young and silly I completed the journey in 
two hours under five days and saw nothing but the road ahead! 

Forty years later I was sitting on the tractor, bored and 
wondering how to organise a Vintage car trip to some new roads 
we had not already used, when the obvious occurred to me. Why 
not go and have a decent look this time. 

It seemed like just one of those silly ideas for a start but when 
my wife received the proposal, without any suggestions of male 
menopause or late middle age crises, it began to look better and 
better.

We had begun the restoration of a 1926 Austin 12/4 about six 
months previously with the intention of finishing it for the 2012 
Rally, which gave me around four years to complete it. Much too 
far away; we might chicken out by then, so an advert was placed 
in the local branch newsletter asking if anyone might want to 
accompany us over the ditch in 2010. Much to my amazement 
six local members expressed interest, two of whom soon allowed 
commonsense to prevail, leaving four starters including ourselves. 
So we had our 1926 Austin (or Orston if you come from the better 
side of town), the Ralston’s 1928 Ford Model A, the Williamson’s 
1930 Chevrolet and the Ross’s 1929 Dodge. Feverish activity on 
the Austin was commenced with particular attention paid to the 
mechanicals, hopefully ensuring reliability.

By May 2010 the Austin was roadworthy, the Williamson’s Chev 
was in a thousand bits, the Ross’s Dodge cleaned, checked over, 
declared to be ready and put back in the shed and the Ralston’s 

Model A somewhere in between. The battle to comply with the 
required paperwork had commenced in earnest with applica-
tions away for carnets, (a sort of a car passport) transit insurance, 
travel insurance, vehicle insurance (your Vero insurance covers 
your Vintage vehicle in New Zealand and Australia other than 
for legal liability in Australia) and arrangements were well in 
hand with shipping arrangements. A new obstacle seemed to 
loom every few weeks with suggestions of cars being classed as 
dangerous goods for shipping, much tut-tutting and finger pointing 
when we made mention of the prodigious supply of spare parts we 
intended to carry with us, and further hand wringing was caused 
by our wish to ship some personal effects with the cars. It seems 
that is OK provided you place them in a separate box, and place 
that separately in the container and value each bit individually.
(What value does one place on a seriously worn and disreputable 
motoring cap?)

By June the Austin was motoring well, lulling us into a false 
sense of security until for no apparent reason it cracked its cylinder 
head. The Chevrolet was also in fine fettle until it developed an 
ominous noise in its freshly reconditioned engine ten days before 
shipping, and the Model A mischievously pretended to have a 
faulty clutch causing Percy instant heartburn until a badly placed 
exhaust clamp was relocated. Rob had discovered a previously 
unknown spot of mud under the Dodge, enough to cause the 
Aussie Dept of Agriculture to go into meltdown. 

Finally ready or not all cars were placed into containers and 
shipped out of Lyttelton on 9 July, followed by their owners by 
air on 9 August. The process of getting our cars back from the 
bureaucrats proved to be an exercise in frustration, and was time 
consuming to the extent that four days elapsed before we were 
able to escape from Perth. As the Australian vehicle registration 
system refused to recognise our Vintage cars as anything other 
than golf carts, they were duly recorded as such and we sallied 

Across the Ditch
Text by David Oakley, Photos by Marion Oakley and Heather Ralston

The Eyre Highway.
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forth along the coast towards Margaret River, Albany, Esperance 
and then north to Norseman. We were impressed by the courtesy 
and tolerance afforded us by the drivers of moderns and trucks, 
an improvement on that to which we have become accustomed in 
New Zealand.

Only one day out of Perth the Austin developed a magneto 
problem, one that was to plague us all the way to Brisbane, despite 
a roadside conversion to a coil system. But with that exception the 
cars were performing well, assisted by the cool weather conditions.

We had agreed that travelling distances of approximately 200 
to 250 km per day would be appropriate and this was a pattern 
we maintained for the whole journey, with only a few exceptions. 
Our route took us along the rugged coast of Western Australia, 
an area with beautiful scenery, some farm land, some eucalyptus 
bush with magnificent trees, an area which caters well for tourists. 
We found that there were very few, if any, other Vintage cars on 
the roads which made us all an attraction for the public, many of 
whom would ask us questions about our cars almost to the point of 
annoyance. However we all made sure we were good ambassadors 
for New Zealand and the Vintage car fraternity, despite occasion-
ally being delayed when we stopped at petrol stations and points of 
interest. The cost of petrol was anywhere between $1.17 and $1.68 
per litre (at Nullabor), depending on how remote the area was. 

About five days into the journey two kangaroos decided to 
cross the road in front of the Ralston’s Model A causing a spectac-
ular locking up of all wheels. Alas, to the detriment of the slowest 
kangaroo it was not enough and it was seriously injured and had 
to be put down. Luckily a passing Aussie experienced in these 
matters attended to the problem for us. The Model A suffered no 
apparent damage other than to the nerves of its occupants so we 
were able to continue. Later on in the tour two emus also took a 
disliking to the Model A causing more emergency braking. Again 
no damage to the car and the emus departed with only a loss 
of dignity and a few feathers. The weather was not as expected, 

being cool with occasional showers, certainly not the camping 
out weather we had hoped for. The motels were unlike what we 
expect in New Zealand. Often two bedroom units are unavailable, 
and instead they consist only of one large room with up to six 
beds. Sometimes bunk beds are supplied and are only suitable for 
children. The cost of units varied from AUD $100-$190 per night.

After leaving Norseman an overnight stop was made at Frazer 
Range Station, a real outback station on the road leading to the 
Nullabor Plain. Accommodation was in the old shearers quarters, 
basic but comfortable. The station is approximately 165 km long 
and 25 km wide and has been completely destocked having been 
damaged by serious overstocking by a previous owner. The present 
owner happily admits to farming tourists, a job he does very well 
to the advantage of all concerned. A tour of part of the station 
was arranged for us in a 4WD bus and took us to one of the more 
remote watering holes which is fed by a windmill, and further 
inland to the back of the property. The station is inhabited by 
a variety of wildlife; kangaroos, wild dogs, dingos, emus, eagles 
and what appears to be millions of rabbits. A meal was provided 
for us, cooked by the station owner and consisted of an armful of 
lamb shanks, potatoes, onions, parsnips and pumpkin, all cooked 
together for the afternoon in a huge camp oven over a large gas 
ring. Despite not being a meal that would feature in any cooking 
programme on television, it was nevertheless one of the most 
enjoyable and memorable of the entire journey. 

When leaving the station the following day the GPS naviga-
tion system was set to take us to Port Augusta, the other side of 
the Plain, and it simply advised us to “continue 1652 kilometres”. 
In this area the road stretches on ahead seemingly forever and 
when looking to the horizon the curvature of the earth is evident. 
Not a place for those unsure of their vehicles’ reliability! 

We made good progress out onto the Plain with occasional 
stops to coax the ignition system of the Austin back into life, 
some at convenient places, others on the side of the road, and 

A bit of offroading for a lunch stop, between Norseman and Fraser Range Station (WA).
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other stops to examine the varying forms of road kill, (kangaroos, 
camels and wombats). Upon reaching the Nullabor Roadhouse (a 
restaurant, accommodation and petrol station complex) a visit was 
made to a whale watching facility about thirty kilometres away at 
the coast. This was a memorable experience with Southern Right 
Whales coming up to within 150 metres of the viewing platforms 
in considerable numbers. We were told by the operators of the 
facility there were approximately seventy whales in the immediate 
area at the time, truly a sight not to be missed.

At the overnight stop at Kimba we were told of a local man 
who had “some old cars” and so a visit was made and as usual we 
were made welcome and offered the use of his workshop for any 
repairs that may be necessary. His stable of vehicles consisted of a 
number of Chevrolets, Buicks, an Oakland and a Rolls-Royce, all 
stored in a nondescript shed one would never expect to contain 
anything of interest. 

From Port Augusta we turned in the direction of Adelaide, 
travelling through the grape growing area of Naracourte and were 
staggered to see the massive areas planted in grapes, an industry 
clearly dwarfing its counterpart in New Zealand.

The Model A decided to shed one of its fan blades throwing 
it out of balance until the other blade was removed. A replace-
ment fan was obtained with only a small detour necessary which 
solved the problem. Easy parts replacement has to be one of the 
advantages of driving a Model A. We eventually arrived at a town 
called Gawler, 30 km north of Adelaide, where it was decided to 
stay for three nights to have a rest from the constant travelling. 
The weather was stormy with strong winds, thunder, lightning 
and heavy rain which would have made travel uncomfortable. 
The weather caused a eucalyptus tree to snap off in the car park 
by our accommodation. Unfortunately the Williamson’s Chevrolet 
roadster was parked where the tree fell and suffered considerable 
damage to its hood bows and windscreen.

The Gawler Veteran, Vintage and Classic Car Club came to 
the rescue and arranged for us to have the use of a local member’s 
workshop where the damage was repaired sufficiently to enable it 
to be driven the rest of the journey.

Rather than experience the dubious pleasures of motoring 1920s 
cars in Adelaide, good use was made of public transport from 
Gawler into the city and the following day with the GPS set on 
“shortest route” therefore taking us via a narrow, steep but inter-
esting back track, the opportunity was taken to visit the Birdwood 
Museum. We were delighted to find that as it was Father’s Day; 
fathers got in free! The museum is excellent, with some vehicles not 
seen in New Zealand, including a huge collection of motorcycles.

The decision was made to continue south to Ballarat near 
Melbourne which would allow, us to visit Sovereign Hill, a very 
large version of the West Coasts Shantytown. Another experience 
not to be missed. Still the weather was inclement, with occasional 
showers and cool temperatures. We had been informed of a 
Vintage swap meet at Shepparton, so an early start to check this 
out resulted in a few purchases of books and some rusty bits which 
no doubt assisted the Aussie economy. 

A turn to the north was made and a visit to the towns along 
the Murray river. The river was in flood and the paddle steamers 
unable to move, which was disappointing as the last time we 
visited the area the river was so low they could not move.

We were informed that some roads would be impassable owing 
to the flooding but we had little choice but to continue north.
Despite at one stage seeing flood waters on both sides of the road 
no problems were encountered. A few hundred kilometres north 
we passed a bush fire beside the road that certainly demonstrated 
that Australia is indeed a land of contrasts.

As we arrived at the town of Dubbo an ominous noise was 
heard from the differential of the Chevrolet and a decision was 
made to dismantle it at the motel car park that evening. (There 

Oakleys’ Austin on 90 mile straight Eyre Highway.

Dirt road on our way to the Halls Gap (Victoria).

Vintage and modern conveyances at Nullarbor (SA).
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were no signs forbidding the dismantling of differentials.) It 
was established that a carrier bearing had collapsed, and luckily 
a business selling bearings was just around the corner. A new 
bearing could not be obtained but new balls for the existing one 
were available the following morning, and the Chev was mobile 
again in less than half a day.

The Williamsons were checking out a motel in a small town, 
and a visit to a local identity who had a number of Vintage vehicles 
was suggested to them. On approaching the property a sign was 
observed stating unwanted visitors would be shot, so discretion 
being the better part of valour they retreated and made enquiries by 
phone. We were invited to enter the property so long as we arrived 
no earlier than 9am so we cautiously waited at the roadside before 
entering, to find a veritable Aladdin’s cave of Vintage treasure. The 
extensive collection of vehicles in various stages of disrepair are 
spread over approximately 10 acres of land and include all of the 
usual makes, but also contains such exotic marques as Wills Saint 
Claire, King, and others. Our quick visit became a four hour exami-
nation and only the need to proceed to the next night’s stop forced 
us to leave, along with a strange lack of interest by the ladies. 

The diet of visits to motor museums, wrecking yards and 
motoring enthusiasts apparently had become a little wearying to 
some, so as the resort of Mount Tamborine near Brisbane has a 
market day each Sunday it was decided to push on a little faster 
to make it in time to check it out. The very upmarket area with 
some very interesting shops was well worth a visit. This was our 
last overnight stop “on the road”, as for the following few days 
we were fortunate enough to have the use of a house owned by 
friends of the Williamsons in a suburb of Brisbane.

The cars were washed and scrubbed until they were scrupu-
lously clean in order to satisfy the Dept. of Agriculture in New 

Zealand and put back into containers to be shipped home. 
Overall we had travelled 7,500kms. All things considered no 
major problems we could not handle. We used about 938 litres of 
petrol in the Model A, and 947 litres in the Austin. The Austin 
(a British car) only dribbled 250mls of oil on to the roads, and the 
Model A (an American car) 12 litres!

Best of all, after more than 40 days together, through good 
times and through adversity, we all remain the best of friends.

We were surprised at the absence of Vintage vehicles. With 
the exception of one group of cars from a Sydney club which 
we encountered later on the journey, there had been a complete 
absence of anything but modern cars. It seems that the use of 
older cars is discouraged by restrictive regulations such as a 
requirement that a log book must be kept for each car recording 
its use in detail, and the number of days it may be used each year 
is specified. In some states they may only be used on organised 
events which have been notified in a club publication. 

  bw

Tin camels at Norseman (SA).
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CENTRAL OTAGO 
MOPED RALLY
Central Otago Branch 

Words and photos Lindsay Olsen

On Sunday 21 March, Wendy and 
John Martin organised a superb run for 
40 keen blue smoke and pedals enthusi-
asts to enjoy the Central Otago sunshine, 
fresh air and the company of others. VCC 
members from South Canterbury, Otago, 
South Otago and Southland Branches 
out-numbered locals by more than five 
to one, with many having travelled a 
considerable distance to participate. It 
was good to see five women riders, as 
well as the surprising variety of machines 
represented. These included Bill Veitch’s 
superbly restored 1909 Abingdon King 
Dick II, Neville King’s 1950 Cyclemotor, 
various mopeds (Puch, Zundapp, Crescent, 
Phillips, Motobecane, and Mobylette) as 
well as a wide variety of early Honda, 
Suzuki and Yamaha scooters and step-
throughs. 

Riders set off from the clubrooms for 
the Felton Road winery at Bannockburn, 
via both town streets and the Ripponvale 
loop. After an enjoyable tasting session, 
winemaker Blair Walter explained the 
vineyard operation, and took us on an 
interesting tour of the winery. Riders then 
made their way back to lunch at Cromwell 
before heading back out on both gravel 
and sealed roads to the Cromwell Stock 
Car Club’s circuit. Some fast laps preceded 
the return to the clubrooms for afternoon 
tea and prize giving. 
Results 
Best performance
Neville King  Cyclemotor
Biggest Wheelie
Helen Cawthorn. (Helen had to re-start on the 
Bannockburn Hill, and provided a wonderful 
example of bike control, with a full-throttle, drop-
clutch start!)

Only one moped spent a short time on 
a trailer, but was running well again after 
the lunch break.

This was a really well-run and organised 
event, with volunteer Central Otago 
Branch members acting as marshalls on 
all intersections. If you haven’t been on a 
Moped Run, then my strongest advise is 
to beg, borrow or best of all, buy a suitable 
bike and try it. 

37TH MOTORCYCLE 
RALLY
South Otago Branch 

Words Ian McDonald, photos Jim Beeby

After our briefing 24 riders from as 
far away as Queenstown, Te Anau and 
Rangiora left the South Otago clubrooms 
on a fine clear morning. We headed south 
through Kaka Point at the north end of 
the Catlins Scenic Route and onto gravel 

roads with great coastal views of The 
Nuggets and Cannibal Bay, (so named 
after a visit from Te Rauparaha’s war party 
in the 1830s), then around the Catlins 
Lake and onto Owaka for lunch. We 
travelled through the gravel roads of the 
Owaka Valley in the afternoon returning 
to Balclutha via Clinton, having ridden 
about 100 miles.
Results
Overall winner and P60V
Errol Brown 1970 Norton
Runner up and PWV
Bill Veitch 1954 BSA
Post Vintage
Robin Benington 1941 Indian 741B
Vintage and Riders Choice
Ross Pringle 1930 Indian Scout 101

TAUPO GOODYEAR 
RALLY
Taupo Branch 

Words Lester Strawbridge

Entrants met at the Taupo clubrooms 
at about 8.30am collected our instruction 
sheets and Rally briefing started. Then it 
was back to our cars for the start at one 
minute intervals.

As we were number 19 we didn’t have 
all that long to wait. We went through 
Miro Street industrial area with a few 
simple questions on the way, down Crown 
Road and on to the new bypass road. The 
roundabout instructions were a bit tricky 
getting on and off the bypass, but we knew 
we were heading for Turangi.

rally snippets

Central Otago: Moped rally action, Bill Veitch’s 1909 Abingdon King Dick.

Central Otago: Moped Rally entrants.
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Heading down SH1 with the glorious 
looking Lake Taupo on our right, made 
for a very pleasant and relaxing drive for 
both driver and navigator. We travelled to 
Motuopa and then on to Turangi to start 
the straight-line navigation and the finish 
of the morning section.

The afternoon section began with 
everyone looking for some fenced-in water 
tanks on a hill. Of course we had no idea 
they were about 10 miles up the road and 
there were quite a lot of unfenced water 
tanks to look at on hills. Then it was on 
to the western side of the lake. This was a 
very pleasant drive with the odd question 
thrown in and an ice cream stop at the 
Tihoi Trading Post. The answer to one of 
the questions lay inside the shop.

At Waihora the timed section started, 
followed by a couple of questions then 
back to the clubrooms.

TRIG ROAD HILL CLIMB
Bay of Plenty Branch 

Words Clive Taylor - Clerk of the course 

How time flies. This event was the fifth 
annual hillclimb to be held and again, very 
successful. The adverse weather played its 
part before the keen competitors arrived 
and some did not attend because of it. 
While the course was being set up, the 
conditions improved escaping rain all day 
and by lunchtime, the course was almost 
dry again with Ganley Glade still holding 
a few damp patches. The organisers, Rod 
McCallum and Wattie Watson had their 

work cut out prior to the event to find at 
very short notice, alternative radios and 
timing equipment, but they succeeded in 
time. ‘Cometh the hour, cometh the men’.

All VCC classes were represented. 
Steve Aldersley – Austin 7 Special had 
the Vintage Class to himself as the MG 
C Type did not arrive due to the prior 
weather conditions. It was a different story 
in the PV Class though, with regulars 
David Adams - Sunbeam 20 dhc, Eddie 
Simpson MG J2 and Alan Blundell SS 
Jaguar special all competing in earnest, 
with Eddie and Danny Ryan trying to get 
a small advantage on the start line, but to 
no avail. 

In the PWV Class, Danny Ryan drove 
his stunning green XK120C replica 
from Hamilton, Rod Brayshaw’s white 
supercharged MG TF looked ready for 
its future entry at Hampton Downs at 
Easter. Ever smiling Harry Currell entered 
his burgundy Citroen Light 15, such a 
character car and driver as well. There 
were two newcomers this year, Waitemata 
Member Craig Laing with his sleek orange 
Buckler DD2 and also BOP member 
Richard Durber with his ‘sister’ Light blue 
Buckler DD2. Both of them really enjoyed 
the hill and its characteristic challenges.

The P60V class had the largest number 
of entries, where Rod McCallum had 
entered his maroon Ford Anglia 105E 
with an engine responding to the right 
foot demand without missing a beat, Tony 
Herbert brought his petite white Lotus 
Elite and Rod Rattray shared his white 

South Otago: Above: Ross Pringle 1930 Indian 101 Scout. 
Left:  Cannibal Bay Road turn off. Robin Benington, 1941 
Indian, Brian and Ann Walker, 1951 AJS John Hayman 
1950 Ariel.

Austin A40 Farina with his son Austin, 
entering for the first time, and reversing 
the magnetic number from 6 for Rod, to 9 
for Austin.

Hugh McInally entered his resplendent 
Morris Cooper S, followed by another 
newcomer Craig Dawson with a very sharp 
blue Vauxhall Viva 2 door. Don White 
had a tight schedule before the event to 
prepare his famous Austin Mini Clubman 
GT and after his first run changed plugs 
to cure an early misfire. No problems after 
that and the sound of the engine was 
really sweet.

The ‘Works‘ Triumph 2.5 was driven 
this year by Allan (Wattie) Watson with 
unabashed verve and the engine never 
missed a beat. He demonstrated lateral 
lubrication on the start line, and the 
starter marshal (me) disappeared in a 
voluminous cloud of blue smoke, with the 
exhaust crackle ringing in the spectators’ 



ears. BOP member Kelvin Davies entered 
for the first time with his left hand drive 
Porsche 924 and enjoyed his experience on 
the hill.

This year the motorcycles were missing 
for various reasons and hopefully next year 
will be different for this usually exciting 
class of competition.

The event could not be held without the 
unstinting support of the local farmers and 
their lush green paddocks, the Marshals 
and all the helpers. The event programme 
is now becoming a collector’s item and 
at $20 is still good value for such a future 
historic document. 

Put a ring round 25 March 2012 and 
prepare to be involved. It will change your 
life.
Vintage
Steve Aldersley  1929 Austin 7 special
PV section
1 Alan Blundell  1936 SS Jaguar
2 David Adams  1932 Sunbeam 20
  drophead coupe
3 Eddie Simpson  1932 MG J2

PWV section
1 Craig Laing  1958 Buckler DD2
2 Bob Hyslop  1957 Austin Healey
3 Danny Ryan  1952 Jaguar XK120C
P 60 section
1  Craig Dawson  1968 Vauxhall Viva
2  Rod McCallum  1960 Ford Anglia 105E
3  Kevin Davis  1980 Porsche
Fastest time of the day 
Craig Laing 01:16:06

GOLDEN TIMES RALLY
Central Otago Branch 

Arrowtown Saturday 30 April 2012

Words and photos Lindsay Olsen

A Central Otago frost greeted the 
65 entrants and crews lining up on 
Arrowtown’s picturesque Main Street from 
9am. George Page had planned a run that 
kept to sealed roads and took us on a 
scenic tour of the wonderful Wakatipu 
basin. Temperatures quickly warmed up 
and the area’s stunning Autumn colours 
were admired and enjoyed by all.

The route had us driving through 
Arrowtown towards Morven Ferry passing 
the Moonlight Stables. We were soon back 
on the highway to Frankton and then 
travelling along the lake-front to cross the 
Kawarau River at the control structure and 
travel the length of the Kelvin Heights 
Peninsula, gaining spectacular views of 
Queenstown from the eastern side of the 
lake. From there we proceeded back into 
Queenstown and the Shotover River. A 
steep descent on Littles Road was followed 
by a meander along Speargrass Flat. 

After more than two hours of very pleas-
urable motoring, the rally route bought us 
back into Arrowtown. Cars were parked 
on Wilcox Green. During this break local 
residents and visitors to the town admired 
the parked cars.

At 2pm cars were restarted and formed 
up to drive slowly through the town as part 
of the Autumn Festival Parade, witnessed 
by a huge crowd. The cars were accompa-
nied by Pipe Bands, Fire Brigade, floats of 
all description, and a spectacular aerobatic 
display by a Pitts Special.   

rallysnippets
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Of the 65 entrants, half were from 
other branches, travelling from afar as 
Christchurch and Invercargill. The oldest 
car was John Taylor’s 1912 Fiat. Vintage 
Fords, Model Ts and As in equal number, 
were again the most common vehicles, as 
well as an excellent turn out of pre-war 
V8s. Overall the event saw a diverse range 
of vehicles, many of which are seldom seen 
at our branch events. 

The competitive part of the rally was a 
timed section taken over 44.5 miles. Some 
very precise driving was recorded, although 
if a booby prize had been awarded it would 
have gone to Murray Pryde. Murray’s usual 
entry is his Veteran Ford, but this year 
drove his Jaguar XK150 at Model T speeds. 

Overall Winner
Bill Grant  1972 Datsun
Best Commercial
Doug and Dulcie Sellars  1936 Chevrolet
Best Dressed
Carol and Peter Roberts  1937 Dodge Coupe
Hard Luck
Alistair Stewart  1922 Gray
Noel Stevenson Memorial Trophy 
(Best Recent Restoration)
Michael Wyatt  1958 Alfa Romeo
  Spyder
Time Trial:  
Veteran John Taylor  1912 Fiat
Vintage Lindsay Olsen  1926 Ford T
Post Vintage 
 Lindsay Wards  1937 Chevrolet
Post War Hec Chisholm 
Post 60: Bill Grant  1972 Datsun 

rallysnippets

Model T’s – Glen McConnachie’s Model Sedan, 
followed by Alon Mayhew’s “New Beauty.”

Austin 6 - Bernie Horn’s 1932 Austin 6 in the 
shade at the lunch stop.

Fiat – John Taylor’s 1912 Fiat (oldest car) in 
Arrowtown’s Main Street.

DeSoto - Herbie Illingworth’s 1930 DeSoto 
Straight 8

Street Scene – Arrowtown Autumn Festival Street 
Parade from the driver’s seat.

Alfa - Michael Wyatt’s 1958 Alfa Romeo Spyder, 
winner of the Noel Stevenson Memorial Trophy 
for best recent restoration.)

VCC 
Rally 2012 
HOW TO 
ENTER

A printed entry form is 
included with this issue 

of Beaded Wheels for VCC 
members and also is available 
from your branch secretary.

For more information or to enter 
online to to

www.vccrally2012.co.nz
If you have successfully completed 

registration through the website, you 
will have received instant confirma-

tion that it has been accepted –if this 
has not happened, or you are unsure 

contact Neil on 06 343 628.
If you wish you can pay a deposit of 
$100 now and pay balance of entry 

fee by instalments.
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A good friend, Neville, who dwells 
across the ditch in the nation’s 
capital had been suggesting for 

some time that we should get together and 
share a bit of riding time. Now this is a 
man who has ridden motorbikes all around 
the world and in places that most of us 
will never even get to, so going for a ride 
with him is kind of scary, especially when 
it is one of his bikes I’ll be riding. The 
plan is we’ll ride from Wellington through 
to Martinborough, do a bit of a cruise 
around some of the lovely local country 
roads then meet up with our better halves 
and enjoy a languid winery lunch, sans 
wine, before cruising back to the capital.

The bikes to be used here offer what 
must be close to the ultimate contrast. 
On the one hand a 1975 Norton 850 
Commando and the other a three year 
old 1200cc BMW Sport tourer. Despite 
the fact that I have been riding bikes for 
more than 30 years I have never ridden 
a Norton Commando, and I have most 
certainly never thrown a leg over anything 
like the BMW 4 cylinder shaft drive hot 
shot.

I am keen to try the Commando. This 
is the last of the Norton Commando line, 
the one that comes with the 850 engine, 
the one with the gear shift on the left 
side instead of the right, and the one with 
the words ‘Electric Start’ emblazoned on 
the side panels. Importantly, for me, this 
is the last of the bikes that was powered 
by that wonderful Norton twin cylinder 
motor that was born way back in the late 
forties and in various forms powered so 
many of Norton’s fine motorcycles. My 
own N15 (see Beaded Wheels issue 305) 
carries the 750 motor, which came from 
the Norton Atlas and before that the 
marvellous 650SS, and went on to provide 
the grunt for the first of the Commandos. 
My problem is making the mental switch 

from right foot gear change and left foot 
brake to left foot change and right brake. 
That makes me twitchy. To get the most 
out of this ride I have to make sure my 
head issues the right commands. The 
other thing is this fancy electric start. 
While the badge work claims ‘Electric 
Start’ the manual goes with ‘Electric 
Start Assist’. Despite the fact that this 
was 1975, and that you could buy a pretty 
cool Honda 750 Four with on the button 
electric start, this struggling British thing 
could do little more than ‘assist’ with a 
starter that was good for little more than 
30 sec before the battery was done. Not 
much chop really. True to form Neville’s 
Commando had suffered the usual starter 
failure. He had done some background 
work and discovered that there are some 
Harley-Davidson parts that can be adapted 
to fit, so he now had a start set up way 
better than the original, and which gave 
the motor a much better kick into life. 
So turn key and push button and the 850 
stumbles to life, a bit rough, a bit grumbly, 
but it started and I hadn’t had to kick it.

The riding is great. It took a little while 
for me to feel ok with the different foot 
tasks but once I got in to the Rimutaka 
hill section where gear changes were 
constantly needed I started to feel more 
at home on this last of the line Nortons. I 
really rather liked it. I know from my 750 
version that this is a great motor and so 
it proved in this 850 guise. It was lumpy 
low down, but I think a bit of carb tuning 
might solve that. Then as the revs built, 
it really smoothed out and was happy to 
cruise at the legal limit with plenty in 
reserve. I actually got pretty comfortable 
with it through the hills and would have 
happily turned around and done that all 
over again. What I didn’t like was the 
positioning of the left foot gear change; 
the lever was too close to the foot peg 

so fitting a foot under the lever was a 
constant task, rather than an automatic 
process. It did get easier but design-wise it 
was not right. We cruised through a good 
40km of Wairarapa back roads beautiful, 
beautiful countryside, before meeting our 
mates for lunch and by then I was well 
settled with the 850. It was not unlike my 
750; it just felt a bit more refined, a bit 
more relaxed and somehow a bit newer.

Lunch on a magical late spring day 
dragged on for a good two hours at a 
superb Martinborough eatery before we 
had to clamber back in to jackets and 
helmets for the run back across the hills to 
Wellington.

Now it was my turn to sample 
something absolutely new to me; the 
1200cc BMW. I’ll say just this to start: 
if I was in the market for a bike of this 
kind I would not, based solely upon this 
100km ride, buy this machine. I said to 
Neville when I climbed off it back in 
Wellington that I had had to work really 
hard with it and I reckoned it would take 
quite some time to feel comfortable on 
it. What was wrong? The seat was too 
close to the tank and I couldn’t slide 
back because of the ridge in the seat; so 
from the start I was feeling cramped. The 
bars are quite low so one is putting a lot 
of weight through the arms. That is fine 
when cruising because the airflow pushes 
your body back and relieves the weight on 
the arms; but through an extended hill 
section like the Rimutaka range where 
there is much braking and a long, often 
slow, downhill run it is very tiring, and 
not comfortable. The 6 speed gear box 
is very notchy and not easy to use. I love 
the absolutely ‘hot knife through butter’ 
change of my N15. This was a clunky (I 
heard every change through my helmet) 
arrangement and, again, the lever was too 
close to the foot peg so getting the foot 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels 
and other things

Not so long ago I had the opportunity 

to ride two completely different motor 

cycles. It was a hugely enjoyable, but 

difficult, exercise.
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into position was not instinctive or easy: 
This set up was designed for dainty feet.
(Some weeks after this ride Neville let 
me know that an investigation of the gear 
change mechanism had revealed some 
loose mounting bolts and that tightening 
them had completely solved the notchy 
gear change problem.)

However, having said all that, this 
thing was a revelation to me: Get the 
gear right and twist the throttle and 
this machine just gets up and goes. It 
took me some time to begin to get some 
proper control of it but once I did I was 
having great fun squirting out of corners 
then reining it in with the superb brakes 
that required no more than a finger full 
to wash the speed off. Being used to a 
heavy handful plus foot to arrange for the 
slowing down of an old Brit, I damn near 
threw myself over the handlebars of the 
BMW the first couple of times I had to 
bring it to a halt.

 In summary; a modern, presumably 
reliable, sporty cruiser with heaps of grunt 
on tap. But like so much new there is no 
character, no charm. Nothing that makes 
you want to give it a name and make it 
part of your life. I like my old things; they 
need me to keep them happy and I enjoy 
the challenges and pleasures that their 
idiosyncrasies present.

It was a marvellous motorcycling day in 
every way and huge appreciation goes to 
the fine friend who trusted me with a pair 
of machines from his shed. Throughout 
the day’s ride he cruised benignly and 
patiently behind me. Perhaps he was 
waiting to pick up the pieces, but being 
a generous and accommodating friend he 
didn’t say that. Thanks Neville.

 bw

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

UNDER THE NEW
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS
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As everyone with a smattering of 
‘Motor Sport 101’ knows, from 
around 1910 to the mid 1930s 

the Sunbeam Motor Car Company Ltd 
of Wolverhampton and their products 
were prime contenders in competition of 
every kind, from land speed world record 
attempts to modest local hill climbs. 
They ran a dedicated racing department 
producing and developing all manner of 
competition vehicles and their sporting 
efforts were both encouraged and presided 
over by their great designer, Louis 
Coatalen. 

Explaining the intent behind the 
creation of his aero engined Sunbeam, 
Wallace McNair puts it like this:

“I wanted to create a car in keeping 
with the type of competition vehicle 
Sunbeam built in their heyday, such that 
if Louis should walk down the drive right 
now and see it he’d say ‘Well, I don’t 
remember us making it, but it’s certainly 
one of ours’.”

It is unlikely Louis ever will come down 
the drive but what Wallace has created is 
definitely a Sunbeam and one Louis would 
be proud of. 

It is built around a 1917 twelve litre V12 
Maori aero engine, one of 997 Sunbeam 
made of that particular type.

This impressive centrepiece produces 
275hp at 2100rpm continuous running, 
is geared to give 55mph per 1000rpm, 
so 60mph is 1100 rpm, 100mph is 1800 
rpm and 2400 rpm is permissible for short 
periods (go figure). It has four cast iron 
cylinder blocks of three cylinders each 
with non detachable heads, mounted 
on an aluminium crankcase. Forty-eight 
valves guarantee RSI in the event of a 
grind being needed and the original dry 
sump layout has been changed to a wet 
sump holding a generous eighteen litres of 
synthetic oil.

The crankshaft runs in eight main 
bearings and the conrods are paired, 
with a master and a link rod for left and 
right banks, the advantage of this set-up 

being the provision of maximum bearing 
surface for minimum length of crankpin, 
resulting in the shortest possible crank-
shaft. Bore size is 100mm, stroke 130mm 
on one bank and 142mm on the other due 
to the geometry of the con rods. The four 
camshafts and magnetos are driven by a 
train of nineteen timing gears at the front 
of the engine.

Lubrication is by two gear pumps; one 
feeding the bottom end at 40 psi, the other 
feeding the camshafts at low pressure. 
Both pressure lines feed through their own 
filters before reaching the engine. There 
is also a scavenge pump which collects 
oil running down the tappets preventing 
external lubrication. The combustion 
chamber is a modern pent roof design 
with the spark plug central between the 
four valves.

Two twin choke updraft Claudel 
Hobson carburettors feed each cylinder 
bank separately, supplied by a Holley 
pump with a pressure-reducing valve to 
avoid flooding. 

“It’s Just a Big Pussycat, Really”

Wallace McNair’s Aero Engined Sunbeam.

A Big Pussycat?
AERO ENGINED SUNBEAM

BEHIND THE WHEEL
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Water circulation is by a gear-driven 
pump with each cylinder bank feeding 
separately into the radiator header tank. 

This wonderfully complex unit is 
fitted to a 1924 24/60 Sunbeam chassis, 
11'2" wheelbase, 4'10" track front, 5' rear, 
and is married to a separately mounted 
close ratio four speed gearbox via a 14" 
Borg & Beck clutch fitted on a Bedford 
flywheel. This gearbox, of unknown make, 
is also of 1924 Vintage and was report-
edly part of a shunting locomotive used 
at the Newmarket railway yards many 
moons ago. It has a magnesium casing 
split horizontally and is suspected of 
being German as the gears are typical of 
Teutonic manufacture of the time and are 
each marked with a Z or what could be ZF. 

The front axle and steering gear, 
including column and steering wheel, 
are Sunbeam, the rear axle consists of 
Sunbeam hubs, trumpets and brakes fitted 
to a Minerva centre encasing an Albion 
1.9:1 crown wheel and pinion. The car 

runs on 23" Rudge Whitworth wheels and 
Michelin 33 x 5 tyres. It sports a Sunbeam 
20/60 radiator, Sunbeam 12/16 handbrake 
and pedals and a Sunbeam 14/40 gear 
lever.

The sum of these parts is truly impres-
sive. Wallace’s restoration skills are 
legendary and what he has achieved here 
shows why. This is a mighty car in every 
respect, but it’s anything but a monster. It 
is well proportioned, refined and balanced 
in a way that belies its size – until you 
stand next to it.

Despite its lack of any mudguards, 
doors, bonnet sides, valances, or running 
boards and with a tool box along the near 
side and external muffler running along 
the off side, it looks more businesslike 
than it does stark. 

The engine bay is jam packed with 
motor fore to aft, the timing chests and 
front section of each cam box protrude out 
the side, but there is no sense the engine 
has been shoehorned into position. 

The bonnet is 5' long, the radiator 
stands 3'10" high and the top of the 
windscreen is 4'7" above the ground. Once 
in the cockpit you have about 10' of car 
in front of you and four feet behind. Not 
to mention the enormous bolster type 
petrol tank Wallace claims not to know 
the capacity of, but maintains that it is 
“adequate”. 

Time came for me to head out on my 
test drive. My only experience with the 
car to this point had been as passenger on 
a brief shakedown trip around the neigh-
bourhood during which Wallace kept 
telling me how easy it was to manage 
around town. Somehow, I was uncon-
vinced.

In some trepidation I approached the 
Sunbeam with what I hoped looked like 
confident strides and stared it straight in 
the radiator badge. Then I blinked, took 
myself around to the near side, clambered 
over the rail and slid into the driver’s 
seat. This was easy because the cockpit is 

Written by Kevin Beesley
Photos by Kevin Beesley and Wallace McNair
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quite roomy, as you might expect of a car 
15' long and 4' wide that accommodates 
two people. The driver’s seat is adjust-
able fore and aft and although I sat low 
in it, a comfortable driving position was 
quickly obtained with both feet reaching 
the pedals (accelerator in the centre) 
and ample view forward. The standard 
gate change internal gear lever and the 
externally mounted handbrake both 
fell conveniently to hand on the right. 
A generously-dimensioned rope bound 
steering wheel with central hand throttle 
and advance and retard levers sat dead 
ahead and an array of readily visible dials 
and gauges on the dash board told you all 
you needed to know about vital signs from 
the engine room. Also on the dash was a 
nifty rotating choke lever and a printed 
ready-reckoner telling you that “RPM x 9 
= KPH”. Useful, I thought, but will I ever 
be able to tear my concentration off the 
driving long enough to work it out? 

I fiddled with the seat and rear view 
mirror wondering if now might be a good 
time to feign violent stomach cramps 
(“Oh what a bugger, Wallace, must be that 
pie I had yesterday, and I was so looking 
forward to this…”) but could eventu-
ally hesitate no longer and set about the 
starting procedure. Slide the lever down to 
retard the mags, switch on the fuel pump, 
flick the two mag switches up to “on” 

(flick the mag switches up to on – what a 
splendidly aeronautical thing to do!), full 
choke, then press start. It fires up immedi-
ately with an impressive rumble and clatter 
at which point you immediately reduce the 
choke back to normal running. 

The clutch is firm and lets in smoothly,  
into first and I ease out of Wallace’s drive 
into Hamilton’s busy Saturday afternoon 
traffic.

 From the driving position and once 
underway the bonnet didn’t seem quite so 
long anymore, until that is, I came to the 
first T junction and had to exit a side street 
hard right into the main road. Rather 
than ‘turn’, the bonnet swung across ahead 
of me scribing a broad arc much in the 
way you open a wide farm gate and I 
needed most of the road, both sides, to 
complete the manoeuvre. I recalled an 
earlier comment of Wallace’s that “It’s a 
bit like manoeuvring a battleship”. The 
lock is such that U turns aren’t really an 
option, unless you have the full width of 
the Southern Motorway.

Once safely onto the correct side of the 
main road I fed it a little juice and, gaining 
speed rapidly, flicked easily up through 
the gears into top. A glance snatched at 
the rev counter showed it reading about 
800 rpm. Quick figuring, times 9 means, 
umm, about 70kph, about, umm, 45 mph. 
Whoa. That came up fast! No more time 

to think as there was a roundabout ahead 
and I needed to scrub off speed and pick 
my moment to enter it without upsetting 
too many fellow motorists. A slide into 
neutral, blip on the throttle and then 
straight through neatly into third, a gap 
in the traffic to the right so down on the 
accelerator, a bellow from the exhaust and 
through the roundabout we went, straight-
ening as we came out to barrel on down 
the road. I doubt that our speed altered by 
more than 5 mph throughout the exercise. 
Wallace was right. This isn’t so difficult. 

We traversed a couple more rounda-
bouts in much the same manner and with 
my confidence growing steadily we cleared 
the town for quieter rural byways. Maybe 
it’s the size of the car, or the way it so 
effortlessly progresses, or a combination of 
both, but I found my judgement of speed 
all messed up, so frequent glances at the 
rev counter were needed to keep us legal. 
A trial standing start proved that 1200 
rpm, a little over 100 kph, came up very 
quickly and it was easy to creep unsus-
pectingly above this when loping along, 
requiring me to frequently ease up on the 
loud button. Which is not to say I ever had 
a lot of pressure on it in the first place. 
(“Honest, Wallace!”)

Slowing down was about as efficient 
as speeding up. Both the hand and foot 
brakes were smooth and powerful, pulling 
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the car up straight without snatch or overly 
apparent fade. 

My early gear change successes proved 
to be not entirely beginner’s luck as more 
experience showed the box wasn’t particu-
larly difficult. Move through fairly quickly 
and positively with minimum revs and in 
it went – up or down. Well, maybe it was 
a tad more difficult coming down and I 
didn’t always get it quite right, snitching a 
bit from time to time, but just a little. As 
there were not a lot of hills or twisty bits 
on our route I swapped cogs now and then 
just because I could. 

The steering was quintessential 
Sunbeam; light, positive and with that 
delightful springiness common to the 
marque. It was also very lively with the 
steering wheel constantly transmitting 
every geometric change in the system 
through to your hands. When crossing 
railway lines it was best to momentarily 
let go of the wheel altogether to avoid risk 
of damage to your wrists. That said, the 
steering was quite neutral, the car was easy 
to place on line and was very well behaved, 
its good manners no doubt aided by its 
long wheel base. 

Weighing in empty at 30 cwt with the 
body being as light and spartan as it is and 
the running gear so massive, unsprung 
weight is a tad disproportionate, which is 
a bit of an issue. The ride is firm, tending 

to be knobbly on uneven surfaces and you 
are always aware of the power plant. There 
is a constant and busy chatter from the 
engine room in front and the rumble of 
the exhaust in the rear, which might fade 
behind if you went fast enough but I stuck 
within the speed limit. 

The driving experience is a stirring 
one. You know that the car looks impres-
sive, if not fearsome, so your ego, in my 
case tempered with a little apprehension, 
is elevated before you hit the road. After 
that it steadily rises as you tuck a few miles 
under your belt. Down a cog, just a gentle 
increase in pressure on the accelerator and 
flick of the steering wheel, first right, then 
left, has you surging forward to effortlessly 
overtake whatever may be in front. Pausing 
perhaps momentarily alongside your victim 
to look down upon it as you change up 
again, all the while accompanied by a 
healthy bellow from the exhaust – it’s hard 
not to feel a little superior. And always the 
rather uncanny sensation of the engine 
sounding very busy but at the same time 
not doing much work.

All too soon we were heading back 
into the city and my confidence, not to 
mention self esteem received something 
of a blow when I muffed a change down at 
an intersection and try as I might couldn’t 
get into anything. Wallace had warned me 
about this; once you’ve lost it there is no 

way back except to stop and start all over 
again. Which I did and was barely over my 
embarrassment than I dropped the revs too 
low in second at the next round about and 
after a mighty back fire had to chop down 
into first to pull away, coming almost to 
a stop in the process. It does not like to 
work hard at low revs. In fact, the revs fall 
away unnervingly fast when you coast off 
the accelerator, with the engine coming 
very quickly to a virtual stop as if stalled. 
And it will stop unless you keep it alive 
with a quick blip on the accelerator, or you 
maintain a little hand throttle on, but you 
need remember to adjust this from time to 
time as the lever jogs itself off as you travel. 

Back at Wallace’s I coasted down his 
driveway and switched off at the bottom. 
Stopping the engine is as impressive as 
starting it. You cut the mags and it stops. 
Dead. Immediately. “Very light flywheel” 
says Wallace. 

Exhilarated and just a tad weary I 
climbed out of the cabin and dropped to 
the ground. 

Yes, I thought, as I walked away, despite 
its size it was something of a pussy cat and, 
like a pussy cat, capable of showing its 
claws if required to do something it didn’t 
want to. 

 bw
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When we wake up in the morning 
we may wonder what our day 
will bring. Some months ago 

Dennis Lowe from Auckland visited us 
in Ashburton and happened to mention 
he wouldn’t mind an early Oldsmobile. 
Never in his wildest dreams I imagine, he 
thought he’d find one that was available 
for purchase, but here’s how it happened. 
Roy Sharman had his recently purchased 
Curved Dash Olds on display at MOTAT 
and noticed an elderly gentleman taking 
a lot of interest so struck up a conversa-
tion whereby the gentlemen remarked he 
had one like it at home. Dennis Lowe 
was present at the time and was able 
to negotiate a deal. The car used to be 
owned by Captain Subritzky had since 
been owned by one family for 84 years. 
It is documented in an early Auckland 
Weekly News that it was involved in an 
accident in 1904, reputedly the first car 
accident reported on Auckland roads, and 
apparently it had a new front put on 
about 1908/9 as the owner thought it 
looked a bit old fashioned. I’m told that 
with a bit of fiddling that Dennis now 

has it running sweetly. Roy Sharman is 
performing major surgery on his one at 
the moment.

Peter Hayman from Waimate has also 
had a happy surprise. Peter is restoring 
a very rare 1907 Wolseley-Siddeley car.
Only 100 were ever produced and 
Peter’s is reputedly one of only two left. 
Information has been hard to come 
by so when a friend phoned to say he 
had noticed a handbook advertised on 
eBay by the grandson of a gentleman 
who worked in the factory until 1911, 
Peter was immediately interested and a 
successful bidder. The article tells of the 
writer’s grandfather who worked in the 

England Wolseley factory in 1906 before 
being sent to Canada to take charge of 
the technical side of the business there. 
Contact has now been established with 
the seller and he is the owner of the 
second car that he believes his grandfa-
ther drove off the assembly line when it 
was manufactured. The vehicle itself has 
recently been advertised on E Bay for sale 
although it didn’t reach the reserve and 
will now be auctioned by Bonhams in the 
USA later this year.

More Auckland news from the roving 
reporters. The 1906 Unic and the 1911 
Fiat owned for years by the McDonald 
family in Auckland have been sold. The 
Unic remains in Auckland, the new owner 
being Kit Maxwell from Henderson. The 
Fiat has gone to Bruce Hutchison at Te 
Puke to join the 1910 Daimler that was 
also owned by the McDonald family. 

John Stokes has sent me some news 
from the Wellsford Veteran Rally held 
recently. In John’s words Paul Hicks 
deserved a medal for taking his Napier, 
resplendent in brand new and frighten-
ingly expensive paint, over the corrugated 
and pot holed road. Roy Sharman’s Perry 
performed well after some motor work. 
Also there were Cedric Pegrum in his 
Model T Ford and Grant Stott in the 
Westcott, both performing up to expecta-
tions.

Nigel Browning’s 1911 Calthorpe resto-
ration is progressing with hopes that it 
will be ready to debut after the winter. I’m 
told that its been running but still needs 
upholstery, paint and hood.

The National Veteran Rally in 
Ashburton is now relegated to the 
happy memory part of my brain. What 
a wonderful weekend it was. I want to 

Diane Ross
38 Keenans Road
RD 2, Ashburton
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

John Julian’s 1913 Wolseley 16/20, photographed at the 2011 National Veteran Rally.

1911 Cadillac
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highlight a couple of feats worthy of 
mention. Firstly Kevin and Mariette 
Beesley who brought the 1913 Delage 
all the way from Auckland. Before they 
became owners it was owned by local 
man Ron Winchester and spent many 
years languishing in the Ashburton 
Branch museum. Unfortunately Kevin 
had to return home to attend to a work 
crisis and wasn’t able to drive it on the 
actual rally but the effort of getting it to 
Ashburton was much appreciated. Adrian 
Garrett from Keri Keri drove down in the 
Rolls and Murray Toms from Te Puke 
was also down with the 1917 Dodge. I 
would also like to pay tribute to Lou and 
Evie McDowell from Nelson who won 
the Conlan Family Trophy for concours 
as well as the Peoples Choice Trophy 
with their 1911 Overland. This was a 
strongly contested competition with some 
magnificent vehicles vying for the prestig-
ious awards. The win is made even more 
significant as it is 20 years since Lou 
completed the restoration. The Overland 
was originally sold in 1911 by Herbert 
Dix of Rangiora to Isaac Denton. In 1961 
Ashburton’s Ron Galletly bought the car 
from the Denton family and in 1986 sold 
it on to Lou who spent the next six years 
restoring it. A vehicle attracting a lot of 
interest was a 1913 Wolseley 16/20 owned 
by John Julian well known in Nelson 
and Alexandra. This car came from the 
Manawatu some years ago. Apparently 
Bill Bennett, a founder member of the 
Manawatu VCC, had the chassis on 
display at the 1986 Pan Pacific Rally in 
Palmerston North. John got the car going 
with some encouragement from Dale 
Conlan, who attended to the hood and 
upholstery, and it performed very credit-
ably on both the Prince Henry Tour and 
the National Veteran Rally.

We recently attended a special auction 
where a large number of vehicles that 
had been a part of a well documented 
fraud case in Dunedin were being sold. 
Among them the 1911 Cadillac Model 
30 that was restored by Geoff Mehrtens 

from Dunedin after being found facing an 
uncertain future under a tree. Geoff sold 
it some time ago to a ‘gentleman’ who is 
now doing time at her majesty’s pleasure 
and the New Zealand taxpayers’ expense. 
A lot of interest was shown and the car 
sold to a Canterbury member who will 
provide it with a good home. The new 
owner hopes to compliance it and have it 
ready to take on the next Irishman Rally 
where it would have the honour of being 
the first 100 year old vehicle to take part 
in the challenging event. Unfortunately 
the complete hood and mechanism are 
missing and the paint has several large 
chips. Sad because it was a pristine car in 
Geoff’s day.

A couple of issues ago I asked on 
behalf of Arthur Bennett from Dunedin 
for information on a 1909 Itala. I have 
a reply from Ken Silke of Nelson who 
assures me that the vehicle in the photo is 
actually a Martini and was indeed owned 
by Harry Lemon in Westport. Later Harry 
sold it to Jack (Razzle) Kennedy who 
then sold it to Clive Mockett who was a 
publican in Murchison at the time, before 
it passed into the hands of Andy Beattie. 
Ken had a hand in the restoration and the 
car is now overseas. It was possibly bought 
new by the Glasgow family in Nelson but 
that’s unconfirmed. 

Kevin Beesley’s 1913 Delage, photographed at the 
2011 National Veteran Rally.

1911 Calthorpe

The Willys Overland Knight Registry is the 

world’s best source of literature on Sleeve 

Valve engines and the vehicles manufactured 

by the Willys organisation – Willys Knight, 

Whippet, Overland and Willys to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 

Masterton 5871

Phone 06 377 3064    

Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND CHAPTER

CORRECTION
An error was made in our last issue  
The overall winners in the 2011 
National Veteran Rally were Ernest 
and Brenda George from North 
Otago, in their 1915 Overland.

VCC Rally 2012 
CAMPING 
GROUND

We are pleased to advise that 
it’s all go for the rally camping 
ground adjacent to the Rally 

venue.

Powered or 
non-powered 

sites

 Reasonable 
rates

Don’t delay 
as there is a 

limited number 
of sites.

For information on camping 
ground or to make a booking 

contact 
Christine Hunter

hunter.c@wanganuihigh.school.net or 
phone 06 349 0178

1911 Overland, L and E McDowell, Nelson.
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RALLY UPDATEVCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540 info@rally2012.co.nz

̋NŌ MURI PŪKENGA KŌ MUA PŪAWAI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

 Petrol Discount
The Rally Committee has reached an 

agreement with PAK‘nSAVE Wanganui 
where each entrant will receive a discount 
voucher of 5 cents per litre available only 
at PAK‘nSAVE Wanganui. There is no 

RALLY DATES

Monday 16 January - 
Friday 27 January 2012

restriction on the number of coupons a 
rally entrant receives over the course of 
the Rally. This is a generous discount as 
we have not been able to reach any petrol 
discount agreements with any other fuel 
outlet in Wanganui at the current time.

Camping Ground
The camping ground is at Wanganui 

High School which is directly over the 
road from the rally village where most 
activities will take place each evening.  
If you wish to book a camping ground 
powered or non powered site, please 
contact the school as per the advertise-
ments in Beaded Wheels or from the 
information on the website.  

Veteran Vehicle Entries
The hard working route committee are 

at the stage of putting the final touches to 
the rally route instructions. A lot of effort 
has been put in to ensure that the instruc-
tions are accurate, easy to read and easy 
to follow so that entrants don’t miss any 
turns or any of the fun.

The feedback that we have been getting 
back from the drivers of slow Veterans is 
that they don’t want to be driving around 
the city of Wanganui, having to start and 
stop at all the intersections. We have 
taken this feedback on board and created 
shorter routes to four of the six regular 
destinations.

The Veteran slow routes will take 
entrants to Hunterville, Ratana, Marton 
and Jerusalem with the other two desti-
nations remaining in and around the 
Wanganui area. Driving to each of these 
named destinations the Veterans will 
cover between 30-40 miles, not including 
their return to Wanganui.

Wobbly Wheel
For ongoing information please look 

on the website for the latest edition of 
the Wobbley Wheel and certainly if you 
have information that you consider worth 
publishing in Wobbly Wheel please forward 
it for consideration.

Bruce Hutton QSM FPSNZ

Rally Director 

Saturday 14 January 
Tours commence from various locations in New 
Zealand to head to Wanganui

Sunday 15 January 
Tours progress towards Wanganui
1pm Briefing to all marshals and local helpers
3pm Inspection of start points & rally positions
6pm BBQ for marshals and helpers
6.30 Supply of marshal clothing etc

Monday 16 January 
11am Set up arrival point at Motua Gardens
12.30 First arrivals welcomed  
4pm Venue opens for rally packs to be uplifted
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating

Tuesday 17 January 
Free morning and early afternoon
10am Rally HQ open and rally packs to be  
  uplifted
3pm Formal Opening Ceremony at venue
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating

Wednesday 18 January 
8am Rally Day 1
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released
5.30 International visitors function 

Thursday 19 January 
8am Rally Day 2
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released
6.30 Combined service clubs meeting at the       
   Wanganui Racecourse
Friday 20 January 
8am Rally Day 3
10am Heritage Trade Show opens for general      
  public
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
   Heritage Trade show free to rally entrants
5pm Daily rally newspaper released

Saturday 21 January 
Speed Event day at Manfeild
Exhibition Show
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released
7.30pm Major entertainment night

Sunday 22 January 
8am Depression Breakfast
10am Public Day at Racecourse  
Exhibition Show
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released

Monday 23 January 
10am Single make motoring clubs outings
4pm Exhibition closes
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released
             Club Captains’ Tours Get Together
7pm National Presidents Dinner/50 yrs badge     
            Presentations/Rally Committees thanks
Tuesday 24 January 
8am Rally Day 4
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released

Wednesday 25 January 
8am Rally Day 5
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released

Thursday 26 January 
8am Rally Day 6
4pm All bars/entertainment/food operating
5pm Daily rally newspaper released
6.30 Official closing presentation/awards
7pm Final function and entertainment

Friday 27 January 
8am Rally HQ open for final requests
Start pack down and clean up
7pm Marshals & helpers thank you dinner

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME OF EVENTS – VCC RALLY 2012
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When planning for the VCC 
Rally 2012, a great deal of 
research was entered into and 

finally amongst our own members we 
discovered Clarence Bertram St John Fitz 
Montague.

For many of us that mouthful of a 
name results in Bertie. 

Bertie washed up on Napier’s shores 
in 1982 quickly integrating himself 
into polite society he soon became 
the epitome of style (Art Deco style of 
course). The Napier City council in their 
wisdom realised his value to the city and 
made him Ambassador in 2000. Bertie 
then became the poster boy for the Art 
Deco Trust. 

Many VCC Members from around 
New Zealand will have met him during 
the Art Deco Weekends in Napier either 

hosting or being Master of Ceremonies at 
numerous events in the city.

Bertie has been VCC member since 
1999 and owns a 1935 Austin 7 special. 
He previously owned a 1934 Buick and a 
1939 Austin 8.

Bertie was approached and enthusias-
tically agreed to accept the role of Face 
of the VCC Rally 2012 in Wanganui.

On 23 January 2011 at a High Tea 
in the Grand Hotel attended by the 
Management Committee of the Vintage 
Car Club, the Mayor of Wanganui 
Annette Main, along with Wanganui 
District councillors, members of the 
Vintage Car Club and media representa-
tives, Bertie was formally introduced as 
the face of the VCC Rally 2012.

BERTIE
WHO?

Arriving at the Grand Hotel the doorman holding the door open for Gavin Harris (Napier) Bruce 
Hutton and Seona Ashton (Paremata), Neville Gorrie (Proprietor of the Grand Hotel), Geoff and 
Dianne Quarrie (Hastings) and Bertie.

When planning any major event the 

person to front or be the face of that 

event to ensure continuity, balance 

and panache is very important.
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• Aids starting
• Reduces wear

• Increases engine life
• Temperature-controlled
• Used in the Antarctic
• Wide range of sizes
• Made in New Zealand

Argus Heating Limited

211 Maces Rd., Bromley, Christchurch 8062. 
P O Box 24 363, Christchurch 8642.
Tel +64 3 381 1363.  Fax +64 3 381 1063. 
www.argusheating.co.nz

Special i sts  in  e lement 
des ign and manufacture

For information, contact Rob Dowson at:-

Keep your
engine warm
this winter!

An engine pre-heater
can be used to keep
your engine warm

when it’s cold and will
pre-warm your engine

before starting.



DAVID LANE
North Shore Branch

As a youngster David lived with his parents in the Waitakere 
Ranges just out of Auckland. It was here that he met a local 
neighbour, Jim Foley, who owned a 1933 AC Montlhery coupe and 
a 1930 Studebaker President 8 roadster. As a 15 year old David 
was taught to drive by Jim and obtained his driver’s licence in 
the Studebaker. Soon after, David purchased his first car, a 1928 
Austin 12/4 Clifton Tourer and so ignited his love affair with old 
cars.

The late Jim Lewis persuaded David to meet a few other car 
nutters in the fledgling Auckland Branch and he received his first 
membership card in August 1960. And so began an extraordinary 
adventure with a bunch of young enthusiasts.

It was inevitable that in 1961 the 12/4 had to go when David 
persuaded Jim Foley to part with the Studebaker roadster at an 
agreed sum of £100.

Over the last 50 years he has driven the Studebaker nearly 
300,000 miles, consuming approximately 30,000 gallons of fuel 
and has totally restored the car several times. His long suffering 
mentor, Pete Le Gros of the Auckland Branch, taught him the 
finer points of all things mechanical, and it is through that 
knowledge and Pete’s help that David has carried out most of the 
on-going repairs and maintenance always necessary with old cars.

David has served in a number of committee positions on 
the Auckland Branch and helped plan many major club events. 
There was the birth of MOTAT, the recovery and rebuilding of 
Angelique the branch’s Charabanc, the Western Springs Car show 
where thousands came, the first Hunua 100 and those all night 
spit-roast sessions at Lyons’ farm. David participated in other 
memorable rallies such as the 1959 Matamata, 1962 Morrinsville 
and Whangamumu Rallies and the two biggies; the Haast Pass 
Rally and in 1970 he shipped the Studebaker to the Cook 
Bicentennial Rally in Australia.

David transferred to North Shore Branch a number of years 
ago, and he and partner Sally are often seen in the Studebaker 
with their other great passion, everything Deco right down to the 
clothing to complete the picture. Their other distractions are long 
distance touring overseas on their Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
and a more recent addition, a supercharged 460 Ford T-Bucket 
hotrod, bringing a distinct change in style and speed at David’s 
ripe young age of 70. A true petrolhead.

JOHN EDWARD MAY
Marlborough Branch

John was accepted as a 
member of the Marlborough 
Branch at the January 1959 
meeting of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand. He has 
held various positions within 
the branch and his contribution 
to the branch and its activities, 
has been greatly appreciated 
over the years.

His extensive knowledge of the history of garages within 
Marlborough, is of great value to not only us, but also the people 
of Marlborough. He has conducted extensive research into this 
and has contacted many people to obtain information. A time 
consuming job but one which he has been very happy to do. We 
are very fortunate to have a member of John’s calibre.

After John’s long service and many achievements, there is one 
enterprise of which he is justifiably proud. The 1972 13th Vintage 
Car Club International Rally’s crowning event was a 24 hr Le 
Mans type relay. While this was hectic enough for the entrants, 
it represented a huge effort on the part of John and his team. He 
still shudders at the work and organisation needed and laments 
the fact that under current bureaucracy, an event like this is 
unlikely to ever happen again. What an achievement!

John has restored two very desirable cars and still motors 
regularly in his Chrysler. It is good to see him still enjoying his 
motoring activities.

obituary50 YEAR AWARDS 

Spares and Repairs Ltd 
Model T and Model A Ford (1909-1931) 

 

FFormerly 
Veteran & Vintage Cars Ltd (Mangere) 

 
Veteran & Vintage Spares and Repairs stock an extensive range of new and used 

Model T and MModel A Ford parts as well as general restoration supplies. 
 

Ask us now about our SWAPMEET SPECIALS and free give-aways 
 

Rebuilt Model A Ford Engines & Gearboxes 
New Kiwi made Model A Ford Exhausts 

Free Range Eggs..... (just ask....) 
 

T Y R E S 
Veteran   Vintage   Classic  

 

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS 
Firestone   Lucas   Denman   Dunlop   Kelsey   Excelsior   Universal 

Equip your vehicle now from our large range of antique & classic tyres 
 
 
 
 
 

Owners:-  Errol & Linda McAlpine  
Generally open 7 days, but always ring before coming to visit our showroom. 
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BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 366 0273.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR SALE
1911 CADILLAC MODEL THIRTY.  Some restoration 
completed. The car came from the West Coast of 
the South Island in 1975 and could been Newsmans 
first Cadillac.  No rust. original wheels, instruments, 
and lights. No body. Some spares. $12,000. Phone 
Barry Birchall 09 818 8755  MEM

1938 VAUXHALL DELUXE TOURER  with sunroof and 
buckets, rare restoration. Done: All Mechanicals, 
95% of body, woodwork, wood graining, chrome 
work except bumpers, chassis re-riveted, rebuilt 
suspension, all brakes including new cables, 
Missing: upholstery and hoodlining fabrics $1000’s 
spent. Our loss your gain, Ill Health. Huge stock of 
parts possible, also see other advert. Full details etc 
Neil 06 843 5474  nandbj@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1939 DESOTO  All there Sound machine. Some 
bodywork done, no rust. Reg on hold. $6,000. 
Phone 03 578 5701  MEM

20" LOCKING RIMS,  NOS 32"x4, ½" split rims, 
29-30 Oldsmobile, 6cyl blocks, cranks, heads: 1918 
Oldsmobile project, Number 5 Buffalo wheel nuts 
and spanner, Marvel carb, Stromberg NOS carb, 
Timken worm diff parts, 28 Stutz diff parts, various 
Veteran accessories, Delco Lovejoy shock parts, 
NOS Fatmans steering wheel. Phone Len Harvey 09 
576 8599  MEM

BMW R80RT CLASSIC TOURING MOTORCYCLE, 
 1986 ex NZ Ministry of Transport, silver, excellent 
order. Rego on hold. With MOT red and blue 
beacons MOT Panniers, dual or single seat full 
fairings and some spares. Would suit motorcycle 
museum or collection. $4,500 ono May consider 
swap for part cash and smaller suitable road bike 
or AMC single or Villiers parts. Phone David 06 323 
3840 evenings  MEM

BUICK 1938 TO 1939   twin shark tooth jack for sale 
in good order. Photo can be supplied. $70 Phone 06 
278 6937, email ijs@xtra.co.nz   MEM

BUICK 1949 SUPER 8 SEDAN, MODEL 51X.  One 
of the 4,909 exported RH Drive. In good original 
condition. Phone Neil 03 434 9470 for details.  MEM

CHRYSLER 1924-26 AND CITROEN CIRCA  1950s 
parts. 1925 Chrysler motors, gearboxes, 2 chassis, 
(one with axles and front guards), two cowls and 
firewalls, 1 bonnet, 2 headlights, wheels, split 
rims, guards (rough), rear axles, bumpers, starters, 
generators, headlights and sidelights. 2 Citroen 4 
cylinder motors and gearboxes, wheels, steering 
racks, traction avant suspension parts, bumpers 
etc. Phone Bruce 06 843 6717 email Alison.bruce@
clear.net.nz  MEM

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish. 
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum Advance Units. 
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed.
Contact Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, 
Manukau City, 2576.

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

COULD ANYONE MAKE USE OF THE VARIOUS 
 curves that make up an aluminium English saloon 
roof – scuttle – doors ½ the rear. No mudguards. 
For the cost of scrap metal. Phone 09 521 0357 fax 
09 528 5247 or email jcooke@clear.net.nz  MEM

CYCLEMASTER PISTON 35MM 1950-52.  Has 
gudgeon pin but no rings. Brand new $25 phone 03 
487 6726 Hec Browett  MEM

EARLY STEWART WARNER SPEEDO PARTS  also 
Stewart Warner speedo. Phone 06 368 3472  MEM
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FIAT 501S CROWN WHEEL AND PINION  as new 
and other crown wheel and pinions ratios for 501. 
Phone 03 693 9016  MEM

FORD MODEL T PROJECT.  I have for sale a large 
collection of twenties parts gathered up over the 
years, which is enough to build up at least one 
rolling chassis, with plenty of spares left over to go 
towards a second or third vehicle. For sale only as a 
job lot. Best offer over $4,500. Phone 07 839 1258 
(bus) or 07 856 2737 (home).  MEM

INTERESTED IN ATTENDING HERSHEY SWAP MEET 
 2011 from October 5 - 8. Looking for small group to 
travel with from New York City to Hershey sharing all 
costs. I have good knowledge of both Hershey Swap 
Meet and NYC. Can assist with shipping to NZ of any 
parts or vehicle purchases. Interested please contact 
Robert Benge horselessauto@gmail.com   MEM

JAGUAR MK2,  limited slip rear axle assembly 3.54 
ratio $1200. Consider 2 ply race suit as part of 
trade. Larger fitting. Phone 03 541 9391

KLAXON HORN.  Good condition and working – 
Klaxon style vibrating horn – 6 volt model. Ph Cecil 
06 344 7544 or email c.hiles-smith@xtra.co.nz   MEM

PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, 
S.U dash pot and water pump grease. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

OLDSMOBILE MODEL 43A 1921-23 PARTS  Delco/
Remy or Stewart Warner ignition switch, horn 
button assembly, Oldsmobile radiator badge. 
Dashboard clock, interested in any parts to assist 
restoration. Phone Murray 03 326 6980  MEM

SET OF AMAL JETS FOR 1929 4½ LITRE BENTLY. 
 1928 Chrysler 62 parts including cylinder head, 
diff., gearbox, block. Phone/fax 03 541 8467 iws@
ts.co.nz   MEM

VETERAN PAIR OF H & B NO 961 CAR HEADLIGHTS. 
 Also H & B running board generator No 1045. All in 
good condition. Further details available $1,500. 
Phone 03 435 0009.  MEM

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS

LARGE COLLECTION  of Vintage Overland spares, 
Model 91 suit model from year 1923-1926. 
Collection includes; engine, cylinder head and 
valves, manifolds, 4x head gaskets, 3 are brand 
new, new rotor, 2x starter motors, 1 generator, fan 
& hub, clutch parts, 23" split rim, radiator shell, 
bonnet, tail light & bracket, front number plate 
bracket. Phone Ivan Benge 06 363 7065.  MEM

MOTOBECANE  Various models and parts. Honda 
100’s X 2 - H100S 2 stroke ($350ono) and CB100 
4 stroke ($800ono) both in good mechanical 
running condition but unregistered. 1970 Landrover 
transmission/Nissan LD28 conversion complete 
with 2 clutch and pressure plate sets. 1978 F100 
Tidy condition new upholstery, good mechanical 
condition, recon engine (LPG/ Petrol). Reg and 
WoF. $18,000 ono. Phone Stan on 03 439 5653 or 
Solved@netspeed.net.nz  MEM
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VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.
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FREE ADVERTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members wishing 
to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at 
Marketplace Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our August/September issue is 10 
July 2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 
foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels.
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Non-VCCNZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

ESSEX 1930.  Motor rebuilt by Engine rebuilders 
New Plymouth. New honeycomb radiator, 
Generator and starter rebuilt, Many spares and 
could be back on road with very little work and 
expense. As is. Pictures can be emailed. Offers. 
Phone George 027 480 8053.  MEM

1976 JAGUAR XJ6L SERIES 2  Left hand drive. 
Good runner. Will renew Reg and WOF. Bead 
blasted and repainted 1995. Few rust spots. Tidy 
interior. Like to swap for smaller car such as Austin 
7 or 4WD with towbar. Phone Glenn 09 431 5523.

RILEY 4/72 1965.  Sporty club car. Matching 
numbers. Well maintained. Ill health forces sale. 
For enquiries and photos phone Olly 03 476 4816. 
  MEM

1923 FORD MODEL T  Very original with lovely 
patina. Still has dealer plate on dash. Genuine 
period number plate. Ruckstall two speed axle. 
Started easily out of 3 years storage. Current 
WOF, Reg also VIC. Full weather equipment. Very 
genuine car completed 1965 Haast rally. Only 3 
owners in 80 years inc Frank Robson of Gore. 
$21,000 Phone Jingers 03 329 7097.  MEM

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6.
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 
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RESTORATION WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder. 
Woodwork, panel and fabrication work for all 
Vintage, Veteran and Classic cars and Motorbikes. 
For all your restoration requirements phone 
Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581 
or email daviescw@live.com

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

1947 CHEVROLET STYLEMASTER  Continuously 
registered, original plates. WOF. 3 owners, been in 
the family since 1953. Repainted original colours 
around 30 years ago and upholstery redone, 
otherwise original tidy condition. $16,000. Viewable 
at Te Puke Vintage Autobarn small shed, for sale on 
behalf. Contact Ray Singleton 07 573 6547  MEM

1911 SCALE MODEL TRAIN  Can be run on many 
engineering clubs 7.25 inch tracks throughout 
NZ. Double electric locos run on 24 volts. Great 
pulling power. Complete with four authentic 
ride-on carriages, charger, manuals and covered 
in transporter caravan. Photos available. Fits well 
alongside Vintage movment. Price negotiable. 
Phone Noel 03 338 5077   MEM

NSU QUICKLY MOPED 1957  Been restored but 
not completed as lights and horn not wired up 
yet. No speedo cable but bike speedo fitted. Many 
new parts fitted. Comes with factory tools, Factory 
manual, owners handbook, spares manual, Pitmans 
book on NSU Quickly. Phone Kevin on 03 385 9821 
or email kevinclarkson1@gmail.com MEM

1930 CITROEN C6F SALOON,  2.5 litre, 6 cylinder, 
rhd, rwd, rare English assembled model. Full 
no-expense-spared restoration completed 1998, 
reg, wof, reliable, excellent condition throughout. 
$35,000 Phone Jim 07 856 0191  MEM 

1957 LAND ROVER SERIES 1 MODEL 88  original 
vehicle, recently repainted, genuine 95,000 
miles, original registration papers and handbook, 
factory hardtop, soft top also available but needs 
bows, new tyres, free-wheeling front hubs, sweet 
running original motor, $15,000. Phone 07 856 
2737 evenings or 07 839 1258 business  MEM

EASY 12V RADIO INSTALLATION IN 6V VEHICLE 
Converter works on a Neg. or Pos. chassis. No 
modifications, isolation or separate battery. Accepts 
any voltage input from 6.3v to 36v. Voltage output 
fixed at 13.8v, up to 10 amps. Price $124 Free 
freight. 12 months warranty. Ph Don 09 403 7350 
or 027 2552852 don@cruisingelectronics.co.nz

1937 STANDARD FLYING NINE  Reg on hold, 
unrestored, very good condition. Shed stored last 
14 years. Motor runs beautifully. Last rallied in 
1992, 74,077 miles. Lady owner. Best offer. Phone 
09 433 9962 evenings.  MEM

1928 FORD MODEL A  early AR model (possibly 
the earliest in NZ) older restoration of an original 
vehicle, low miles on rebuilt engine,  gearbox and 
differential reliable, cruises comfortably at 50mph. 
Ideal for the 2012 Wanganui Rally. Phone 07 856 
2737 evenings or 07 839 1258 business   MEM

1937 AUSTIN 7  Fully restored. Also parts – 
Sleeved block, crack free crank shaft and conrods, 
pistons, 3 gear boxes, axles, wheels, chassis 
steering gear. Phone 03 418 2383   MEM

1954 VELOCETTE  Tidy original condition. No reg 
or WOF. Requires piston/rebore. $7,000. Phone 03 
488 3776 for further information.  MEM

1964-65 MODEL ROVER 3 LITRE  One family 
owned, needs new family to own. Offers around 
$3,000. Many extras, parts as well. Phone 07 866 
8334 evenings.  
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• Industrial Hard Chrome • Industrial Chemical Cleaning • Zinc Plating • 
Gold Plating • Tin Plating • Copper/Nickel/ Brass/Chrome 

• Anodising or Chrome Plating onto aluminium• Metal Polishing on 
steel, stainless steel, aluminium copper and brass • Wood Stripper

PH/FAX 03 218-3228 0800 TO-CHROME (0800 86-2476)

269 Bond St
PO Box 481
Invercargill

1928 PLYMOUTH 4 DOOR SEDAN 2900 cc. 
Fully restored and in great all round condition. 
Professionally reupholstered. New tyres and tubes 
and new, reconditioned, radiator. Some paint 
reaction around rear doors. Reg & WOF. Lots of 
spares. $17,500. Contact Peter phone 09 407 
6688 or email peter.pam@xtra.co.nz MEM

1929 AUSTIN 16/6 REG,  Wof And Vic. New 
tyres, clutch. Original, reliable, much loved old car. 
Ready for International 2012 Rally. Used regularly, 
genuine reason for selling. $22,000 ono. Phone 06 
368 9275, email: anthony.wallace@clear.net.nz
  MEM

1965 ROVER 3 LITRE MARK 2 C.  White with red 
leather upholstery. Manual 4 speed, 6 cyclinder 
with electric overdrive, power steering and 
130,000 miles. In great condition, drives well 
and has been very well maintained. $10,000 or 
consider a swap for an automatic. Phone Ewen 
Rendel, 03 217 2831 Invercargill.

1970 E TYPE JAGUAR SERIES 2  FHC, 6” wire 
wheels, electronic ignition, oil cooler, spin on oil 
filter, air conditioner, immobilizer, stainless steel 
exhaust, minor marks on body. Same owner for 20 
years. $70,000. Phone 0274 991 064 MEM

1938 CHEVROLET MASTER  Very good original 
condition. Four owners. $25,000 ono. For more 
details phone Les 09 412 6060 MEM

1973 ROVER P5B  Current reg and WoF. Recent 
repaint, very tidy and good  mechanical condition 
- $7,500 ono with second P5B for parts (consider  
separate sales). Phone Stan 03 439 5653 or email 
Solved@netspeed.net.nz  MEM
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Please notify National Office if you 
have changed your address or sold/

purchased any vehicles. 

Advertising for our August/September 
issue closes 10 July 2011. 

beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
www.vcc.org.nz
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Call us for a free no obligation quote. 
See our back page ad for details.

1954 BORGWARD ISABELLA  Tidy condition.
Good motor, runs well. Plenty of spare parts.
Registered & warranted. $6,300 ono. Phone 03 
684 4712  MEM

MODEL “A” FORD   Reconditioned Short Block. 
Rebored with new pistons & rings (best quality), 
adjustable tappets, hardened exhaust valves & 
seats, excellent white metal in mains and rods, to 
correct tolerance. Block has been surfaced. Phone 
Jack 03 352 6672 or 0274 322 041 Christchurch. 
$3850 inc GST. freight additional.  MEM

1926 CHRYSLER ROADSTER,  regretfully offered 
for sale due to ill-health. An older restoration 
in very sound and good motorable condition - 
delivery miles only after a full engine re-build. 
New WoF and will be sold registered. $26,000. 
Phone 03 359 8737 for more details.  MEM

1951 NORTON DOMINATOR MODEL 7.  Early 
plunger suspension 500cc twin. Full restoration. 
Bike running but yet to be run in. Owner of limited 
riding experience has decided to stay on four 
wheels! Some useful spares. Phone Graham 06 
843 9668 or humber@xtra.co.nz.   MEM

THE ROYCROFT TROPHY 2011 POSTER BY RJM  
Limited Edition (100) on A2, 200 gram paper 
signed and numbered by the artist Richard 
McWhannell $70.00 incl. p&p. Unsigned on A2  
glossy paper, $25.00 incl. p&p email: richid@
slingshot.co.nz or phone 09 378 6001   MEM

1937 DX VAUXHALL DELUXE TOURER,  
with sunroof and bucket seats, rare model. 
Reupholstered and repainted 1980ish otherwise 
original car, excellent driver, mechanically sound, 
current Reg & WOF. Extensive range of spares 
and personal plate available by neg. Offers and 
expressions of interest to Neil 06 843 547.  MEM

MOTORCYCLE PARTS MADE TO ORDER.  
Tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Above is a tank for a 1915 Rover motorcycle that 
we are fabricating at present. Call us and see how 
we can help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691, 
027 330 9581, email daviescw@live.com Shaun 
Davies Qualified Coachbuilder. 

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

CHRYSLER 1938  P6 Deluxe. Full restoration 
twin tail lights and wipers. Overdrive. Original 
Registration papers. Phone Brian 07 576 6182 
  MEM

1973 ROVER P6 3500 cc V8 VCC ID No. P601353. 
Original tobacco leaf brown. Power steering. Borg 
Warner automatic. Optional spare wheel on or in 
the boot. Very good car with receipts for recent 
work, literature and manuals. $6,500 ono. Phone 
04 479 2433  MEM 



WANTED TO BUY
1927 CHRYSLER  70 dash parts to help finish build. 
Pair 60 spoke rims 18 inch locking ring type, must 
be straight. Phone/fax 03 541 8467 iws@ts.co.nz 
  MEM

1937 PLYMOUTH SEDAN PARTS WANTED  Grille or 
parts of, windscreen frames, speedo, door handles 
(inside) matching escutcheons, L/plate lens. Would 
consider entire body. Phone 03 465 1252 or email 
barry.walker@clear.net.nz  MEM

1948 TRIUMPH SPEEDTWIN WANTED  suitable for 
restoration. Phone John 09 534 2227.   MEM

29-30 PLYMOUTH OR DESOTO.  Unrestored or 
dismantled condition. Ph 09 534 222.  MEM

AUTOCYCLES,  Sun, Raynal, Excelsior 2-speed, 
Norman Bown, Cyc-Auto, Scott, James, Frances 
Barnett and/or Hercules. Other. Phone Geoffrey 
Clark 06 835 1167 or email clarkco@xtra.co.nz. 

BEADED WHEELS ISSUES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 
 originals only please, phone 06 368 5611 or 021 111 
8176 txt ok.  MEM

BRITON 2 CYLINDER 1908-1912.  Wanted parts or 
information or leads or brass headlamps to suit. 
Phone 021 053 4611 or kmaxwell@xtra.co.nz  MEM

BUICK ANY MOTORS 1913-1923  and radiators, any 
parts of interest, mudguards or bodies, wire wheels 
carriers. Text 021 0245 7984    MEM

BUICK PARTS 1916/17  Headlights and mounts, oil 
pressure gauge, ampmeter and other small parts. Ph 
Jim Baird 06 273 8718 or pre39hq@hotmail.com  MEM

CHRYSLER/PLYMOUTH 1936-39  floor change 
3 speed gearboxes or parts. Mainly wanting 
good first gear cluster and reverse idler. Will look 
at anything. Phone John 06 844 5243 or email 
sideline@xtra.co.nz  MEM

DOES ANYBODY HAVE A PAIR OF SIDE DRAFT 
WEBER CARBS WITH MANIFOLDS  to fit aluminium 
cross flow HRG head fitted to 1622 MG A. Phone 
Roger 021 0254 6184 or ferrari.services@gmail.com 
  MEM

FIAT 501/503 SERVICEABLE ENGINE BLOCK 
 Detachable exhaust manifold type. Also engine 
head squish (Ricardo) type. Phone John 03 382 
8262 or email john.chivers@clear.net.nz  MEM

FORD CONSUL 315 IN GOOD ORIGINAL ORDER. 
 Phone Neil 03 434 9470 with details.  MEM

HUMBER SUPER SNIPE 1952 MKIII.  Phone 06 843 
5151 fax 06 843 5162 email snipe1949@xtra.co.nz
  MEM

INDIAN CHIEF 1927 PARTS WANTED  including 
pistons, cams and gears, light switch, tail light, 
many engine parts missing. Rear wheel. For 
restoration of a basket case Chief. Have a few 
Indian swap items available. Martyn Seay 027 480 
3171 or mseay@middlemore.co.nz

INFORMATION WANTED  on wire for gauges for 
1934 Hudson LU. Can anyone help? I am told that 
the wire is Ni-chrome wire 36 gauge but require 
technical details. Looking for a copy of King Seeley 
Gauges repair & maintenance with specifications. 
Apparently there are quite a lot of variations in heat 
with this type of wire. The gauges are King Seeley 
6 volt as fitted to Ford, Mercury, Lincoln-Zephyr, 
International-Harvester, Hudson & Willys for fuel, 
water and oil. Need wire specifications. Phone 09 
422 7895  johnbowman@slingshot.co.nz

IS THERE SOMEBODY OUT THERE  who is able to 
recondition 4 only Andre Friction shock absorbers as 
fitted to 1953 MG TD MarkII. Any help/suggestions 
or information much appreciated. Phone Dennis 07 
348 8448 or fax.  MEM

LEGNANO RACING BICYCLE  from the 1950s or 
1960s Wanted to Buy. Any condition or parts for 
restoration project. Also looking for same era racing 
wheels and early Campagnolo parts – anything 
considered. Contact John on 027 281 2773 or in 
evenings 03 578 9622 or email J.B.L@xtra.co.nz  MEM

MAGNETO TO SUIT A 1915 DOUGLAS  2 cylinder 
motorcycle either an E.I.C or a Dixie magneto would 
work. Phone Don Register 03 522 4368.

MASSEY HARRIS PONY GENERATOR,  Auto-Lite 
GBM4804A c/w relay assembly Auto-Lite CB 4014. 
Phone Michael Wilson 09 422 7137 or 021 038 9397

SOLENOID FOR A-TYPE LAYCOCK OVERDRIVE  as 
fitted to Triumph, Jaguar, etc, 1960s/70s. Lucas 
part number believed to be 76515. Would consider 
whole overdrive or damaged unit if owner unwilling 
to split parts. Phone Bill 03 312 6866  MEM

KEROSENE TAIL LIGHT WANTED.  Embossed 
“Maxwell No 4 Tail Lamp” on its top. Frank 0417 
705 309 or cerutfa@ozemail.com.au  MEM

1926 TWO CHRYSLER HUBCAPS  Thread size 
Boss 75mm up to $40 each paid. Phone 06 378 
6014 evenings  MEM

UNIC 2 CYLINDER 1906-1912.  Wanted, parts or 
info or leads. Also brass Veteran carbide headlamps 
Smaller to medium size- prefer UK or French brands. 
Phone 021 053 4611 or kmaxwell@xtra.co.nz  MEM

WANTED DE DION MOTOR OR PARTS  for a 4 1/2hp 
single cylinder. Complete motor or parts of one. 
Phone Warwick 03 382 9199  MEM

WORK WANTED SEMI RETIRED MECHANIC, 
 background in Vintage Sporting vehicles to assist 
you with your repairs, restoration etc. Phone 
Wakefield 03 541 9391  MEM

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______
Renewal sent to: (if different from above):

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________ Email: __________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Postcode_______

a great gift idea

subscribe today & save
Why not treat someone special to a gift that lasts all year? By becoming a subscriber to Beaded Wheels you 
can save 10% on the newstand price and guarantee that you don’t miss a single issue at the same time. 

 subscription form

Please send a subscription for

 6 Issues - New Zealand $39 (inc p&p)

 6 Issues - Australia NZ$70

 6 Issues - Elsewhere NZ$100 

Payment by   Cheque 

  Credit Card  Expiry Date: __ /__ /
 Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Number    

Name on Card: ________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: __________________________________________________

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels

Post to: FREEPOST 1757, Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

e 

-

TASMANIA TOUR
13-21 November 2011

Organised the week after Bendigo Swap Meet
Twin share $2,426 pp 

Sum quoted doesn’t include air fares or costs associated with Bendigo. 

Organised by the HCCNZ in conjunction with Harveys Travel 

Highlights include Cog Railway, three Motor Museums,
Port Arthur Penal Colony & Gordon River Cruise

Contact Barry Birchall
92 Carter Road, Oratia, Auckland

Phone 09 818 8755
Email barrybirchall@xtra.co.nz

Bay of Plenty Clubrooms, 29 Cliff Road, Tauranga
Vintage Car Display – Car Parts Old & New – Motoring Books and Magazines 

– Autobilla – Tea, coffee, food café style – a must for car enthusiasts 

Gates open 7am – Stall Holders $10 – Adults $5 – Children Free

All catering and refreshements by BOP VCC only.

Please contact Colin Anderson 07 570 3590
Garry Linkhorn 07 549 5272 for further information

Email babababababababaab rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrybybybyyyyy iririrchchchalalall@l@@@@@l@@l@@xtxtxtxttxtxtxtxtrarararararrararaa.co.nz

Bay of Plenty Clubrooms, 29 Cliff Road, Tauranga

Sunday 16 October 2011
NZVCC INC BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH

ROTORUA VINTAGE &
VETERAN CAR CLUB INC

31st Annual Central North Island
Swap Meet and Car Show 

Spectacular
PLEASE NOTE NEW VENUE

Stock Car Raceway Paradise Valley
SUNDAY 10 July 2011

Featuring Vintage, Veteran, Classic Cars and Hotrods 
This event will be of interest to collectors of Vintage, 
Veteran, Classic and collectable cars, Motorcycles, Hotrods, 
memorabilia, old car books, models in fact anything of a 
collectable or antique nature.
Open from 7am till 3pm with hot food and refreshments 
available.
For site bookings ph Neville Harper 07 348 2412 m 027 494 7249 
email daharpers@gmail.com
For car show enquiries ph David Philps 07 357 4881 
email roommatecabins4u@clear.net.nz
EVENT COORDINATOR MEL COOPER PH 07 345 6615
email melandco@paradise.net.nz

Admission Seller’s vehicle & driver $10
All others $5 per person (accompanied children FREE)

VCC Rally 2012 
HOW TO ENTER
Printed entry forms are available from your

Branch Secretary.
For more information or to enter online to to

www.vccrally2012.co.nz
If you have successfully completed registration through the 
website, you will have received instant confirmation that 

it has been accepted –if this has not happened, or you are 
unsure contact Neil on 06 343 628.

If you wish you can pay a deposit of $100 now and pay 
balance of entry fee by instalments.
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2012 Australian 
NATIONAL VETERAN TOUR

Ipswich, Queensland
 12 – 19 September 2012

The tour is based at Ipswich, less than an hour west of 
Brisbane. Why not join us for seven days of doing what 

Veteran motorists and motorcyclists like best – 
touring and socialising.

We anticipate that some 150 Veteran vehicles and crews will 
be taking part in this wonderful week of historic motoring.
Download an Expression of Interest form from our website 
and send it back to us so we can keep you updated with 

regular bulletins.

Contact details
Organising Committee Chairman, 

Trevor Farnell +61 7 3200 3432
Downloads and information

www.vccaq.org



E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels

TRADE 
DIRECTORY
Connecting enthusiasts 

and professionals 

around New Zealand.

Contact us today to list 

your business here.

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146 
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171 

First published in 1973. 
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

• beaded wheels trade directory • beaded wheels t• 
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Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES

Contact 
DAVE 

(09) 443 6574
www. blasta.co.nz

THE VEHICLE SANDBLASTING SPECIALISTS

Easy underbody 
chassis restoration 
PHONE FOR FREE ADVICE 

AND AN APPRAISAL

4
nz

11

22

33

Rust removal, 
treatment,

protection, sealing, 
cavity waxing, 

for trucks, 
4WDs and parts
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Ashburton   Peter Knight
David and Marion Oakley’s 

pre-Christmas run took place over three 
days on the backcountry roads of North 
Canterbury. Fourteen cars left Oxford and 
drove to north of Cheviot and finished at 
Hanmer Springs.

The New Year’s Day run saw about 45 
cars take a meandering run to finish at Ian 
and Nola Hyde’s farm near Methven. 

29 January saw 57 entries for the annual 
rally. The weather at the start was a bit 
damp but by mid-day the sun was shining. 
The run had the choice of two routes with 
the final destination being the Orari Estate. 
After lunch the present owners Rosie and 
Ian Morten treated us to a talk on the 
history of the estate. It was then a relaxed 
drive back to the clubrooms for the prize 
giving followed by the annual dinner. 
Best performance overall for the Clem 
McLachlan trophy was shared by Noel and 
Anne Etwell in a 1961 Morris Woody and 
Rod and Margaret Begbie in their 1936 
Plymouth P1.

We welcome back Robert and Karen Bell 
with a 1965 Mustang to the Club. Also a 
warm welcome to new members Trevor and 
Kathryn Shaw with a 1927 Chevrolet Sedan. 

Colin Sweetman has acquired a 1978 
Reliant Super Robin. Colin saw it adver-
tised on eBay in the UK and bought it over 
the phone. Although it is 33 years old it 
has done only 22,000 miles. It had been 
purchased by an elderly lady. The car sat 
under her house in Lincolnshire for 25 years 
and was only unearthed after her death. It 
was then purchased by the local Reliant 
club President and then by Colin. It is in 
very good condition and is complianced for 
our roads and has a VIC. The GB Special 
with distinctive interior and outside decals 
is very rare. None left in UK as not many 
made. It is quite a special car on this side of 
the equator. 

Colin reports it is great fun to drive and 
it doesn’t tip over as easily as Top Gear 
presenters would suggest. It does attract 
looks though. 

The Ashburton Branch hosted the 
National Veterans Rally on the weekend of 
18-20 February. Over 50 entrants enjoyed 
easy motoring and socialising.

There was a good turnout for the mystery 
run held in March. It took us through 
the Flemington area to Lynette and Philip 
Lovett’s farm where we had lunch on the 
front lawn. It was then a short trip to 
Waterton where Gilmore Blee gave a talk 
on the early days of Waterton. 

The final stop was at Spring Lynne Motor. 
John McKay’s collection of classic motorcy-
cles were on display in an old farm house.

Sunday 3 April was our VCC Big Day 
Out. This was an afternoon organised 
by the committee to encourage new 
and inactive members as well as regular 
members to bring along their cars. Over 60 
cars turned out. Hopefully it will lead to an 
increase in numbers on future club events. 

Auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
Motorcycles – Six Aucklanders spent 

a wonderful 3 weeks in the South Island 
touring incorporating the National 
Motorcycle Rally and post rally tour. 

The March guest speaker was former 
racing champion Forest Carden who rode 
over 44 different bikes in a 12 year career 
on many circuits no longer in existence.

Veteran – Kit Maxwell has purchased 
a 1906 Unic and a 1903 Briton. Denis 
and Roslyn Lowe have purchased a 1903 
Oldsmobile with quite a history. Owned 
by the Subritzky Family of Auckland, it 
was involved in an accident with a tram 
early in its life and the front was modified. 
Prior to the Lowes, the car had been in 
the same family for 80 years. Members of 
the Subritzky family have already been in 
contact with Denis.

Vintage – 16 vehicles turned out for our 
Vintage Muster held on great rural roads 
in the South. Colin and Pam Bell were 
overall winners. Team Model A (Russell 
and Jocelyn McAlpine and Glenn and 
Marion Morris) supported the Waikato 
Venture with the McAlpines coming home 
with third place.

The Midweekers had a very successful 
three day tour of the Waitomo area with 23 
cars making the trek.

March Club night was a great 
reminiscing evening with many spotting 
a younger version of themselves as John 
Campbell had put onto DVD a movie on 
the 65 Haast Rally, followed by the first 
Auckland Veteran Rally held in 1973. This 
month an auction was held on behalf of 
Bill Miller who has now moved into a rest 
home. Many people went home with lighter 
wallets and auctioneer John Stokes did a 
good job of encouraging bids.

Bay of Plenty  David Joblin
On the annual ‘London to Brighton’ 

(London Place, Judea, to Brighton Way in 
Althorpe Retirement Village) rally, 10 pre 
1918 cars made the trip. There was great 
interest from everyone who saw the cars 
navigate the streets of Tauranga, including 
our local M P Simon Bridges hitching a ride 
in Ivan Allen’s 1907 Cadillac. 

The annual ‘Last of the Summer Days’ 
run took 12 cars to Taupo via Rotorua and 
Lake Ohakuri. Included in the weekend 
was a visit to Murray Matuscha’s Kitenui 
Deer Farm with its models of deer made in 
concrete and bronze and paintings of deer. 
Also models of an aircraft carrier and army 
trucks made from junk. 

idle

Ashburton: Colin Sweetman’s newly acquired 1978 Reliant Robin GB Special.

Auckland: Denis and John with 1903 
Oldsmobile.
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There was a visit to Graeme Manson’s 
collection of old earthmoving machinery, 
and logging equipment.

Thanks to Max and Gail Allen for a 
most enjoyable and interesting weekend.

The Wednesday run was the annual visit 
to the Avalon Training Centre, treating 
the trainees to rides in our cars. In turn we 
were treated to a circus act put on by them. 

At short notice nine cars attended a 
concert with sideshows at Memorial Park 
organised by the Tauranga City Council in 
aid of the Christchurch earthquake appeal. 
For a donation we were able to offer rides in 
a car of choice. At times there were queues 
to go in cars like Martin Carey’s 1923 Buick 
and Jack Hoven’s 1918 Studebaker. Over 
$300 was raised by our small group. 

A new addition is Bruce Hutchinson’s 
English bodied 1911 Fiat Tipo just about in 
going order, and a new member is Dennis 
Akers who owns a 1936 Morris 8.

Canterbury   Tony Becker
Branch activity has mostly resumed after 

6,645 aftershocks to date. Countless acts 
of support and comfort by less affected 
members for those recently made homeless 
or with property damage underscores the 
Branch’s good “clubmanship” and care of 
one another. Stories both sad and funny 
are keeping spirits up; as are offers of 
relief holidays from members beyond 
Christchurch. Fund raising ideas are being 
followed up by other VCC Branches too.

 Some necessary changes to our 
Calendar Of Events saw the Commercial 
section hold a picnic run and dinner in 
place of their Annual Rally with motorcycle 
section facing a similar rescheduling. Events 
past include the P-Group Rally for vehicles 
made from 1931 to 1981 for which 100 
pre-entries were received. Unfortunately 
the day turned out poor enough for 14 
of those to miss out on an easy drive to 

cover at Duvauchelle, where field tests were 
held in the Domain. Destination Gore 
attracted quite a big field of 186 entries to 
the National South Island Easter Rally, 
including 37 from Canterbury Branch. 
Rave reports were expressed for all aspects 
of a sunny weekend of great motoring and 
socialising. Three routes provided plenty 
of variety and the visit to Croydon Airfield 
proved a popular highlight. 

Swap Meet Committee positions and 
helpers still need to be found and hopefully 
this will soon be resolved. The Swap Meet 
is the branch’s major source of income.

Central Otago   Lindsay Olsen.
There has been almost continuous 

activity at the Central Otago Parts Shed 
over the summer months, resulting in a 
number of complete project cars changing 
hands, and trailer loads of parts departing 
to other areas. Enquiries are fielded from 
throughout the country, and our able 
custodians are kept very busy sourcing and 
collecting a steady supply of cars and parts. 
The dry Central Otago climate means that 
there are still many older vehicles hidden 
away, although Veteran and Vintage models 
are rare. 

Two recent finds include a 1923 T Ford 
with a known local history that Alon 
Mayhew is readying for the road. This car 
was being used to power a sawbench in 
Lowburn near Cromwell in 1960, before 
transferring to the Hawea Flat area where it 
was used on the road for the next 5 years. It 
was then partially dismantled and stored in 
a shed until 2008 when it was reassembled. 
Alon reports that it is not quite legal yet 
but it will not be long before it is motoring 
again.

Roger Healy’s detective work resulted 
in the recovery of parts of a 1926 Series V 
Chevrolet from a very remote location in 
NW Southland. This trucked tourer had 

been swamped in a river pre WW2, and 
over the years had become the source of 
parts for farm trailers. Sadly for Roger, his 
hard work has not supplied him with parts 
for his 1916 Veteran Chevy, but he did 
recover the engine block, gearbox, scuttle 
(with dash panel) and other usable parts. 
These are now looking for a new home.

Monthly Sunday runs continue to 
attract reasonable numbers. April’s run to 
the historic Lindis Hotel site was popular, 
with many surprised at the good state of 
preservation of the old stone buildings. 
As this issue closes, the annual “Golden 
Times Rally” at Arrowtown is scheduled. 
Excellent entry numbers have been 
received, including many from out of the 
area. 

Eastern Bay of Plenty   Joy Growden
We joined six cars from Wellington and 

many others from Rotorua and BOP at Lake 
Okatina for a picnic lunch in February. A 
very enjoyable day.

The Matata Festival held at the 
beginning of March was spoilt by rain but 
13 cars turned out. Not many other clubs or 
stall holders braved the weather which was 
a shame as the vehicles from The Variety 
Bash passing through. Among them three 
fire engines, including a 1960 Seagrave 
ladder truck from Los Angeles with dual 
steering. A very impressive vehicle.

The Forwards and Growdens planned 
the run in April to the Waikato/Thames 
Valley area but unfortunately only five 
cars were able to take part. We visited 
Tirau Museum which is full of lots of old 
goodies. After lunch we proceeded towards 
Cambridge around the back of Lake 
Karipiro to view a collection of American 
cars and a collection of tractors and 
trucks at Wairoa. We stayed the night in 
Te Aroha and on Sunday morning visited 
Historic Creations, a collection of motor 

Central Otago: John Minty and Alan Cleaver survey the remains of a 1926 Chev. Right: Alon Mayhew’s 1923 “Barn-find” Model T Ford
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bikes, peacock and statues crafted from old 
tools and scrap. We travelled back home via 
Waikino Train station, Waihi Mine, and 
Waihi beach and Bowentown.

Far North   Dave Duirs
We hosted Dargaville members at 

Taupo Bay for the Annual Camp Out 
which proved to be a great venue which 
generated a lot of competitive fun with 
croquet, hiking, nikau plaiting, and a parts 
shed visit culminating in a great Real Far 
North dinner. The highlight of the team 
challenge was endeavouring to identify a 
dozen set of knees, the torsos of which were 
hidden behind a curtain. A good old sing 
along sealed the weekend with Dargaville 
taking home the valued Tin Billy trophy. 
Unfortunately the tsunami warning put 
paid to any fishing activities!

Rademaker’s Runabout was enjoyed by 
a mix of Veteran to P60V cars visiting a 
vineyard and bromeliad garden, covering 
some interesting back country Kaitaia 
roads.

The Shepherd’s Summer Picnic Run 
celebrated local history after a visit to 
the Kaeo museum which depicts pioneer 
New Zealand settlement, shipping and 
kauri milling history. Recorded here is the 
fact that the first engineered road in New 
Zealand was built by the British navy to 
extricate kauri for ship’s spars. 

The Branch’s thoughts go out to 
Cantabrian members who have suffered 
from the southern earthquakes and to 
local members who haven’t been too well 
or required patching up. On patching 
up, there is quite a bit of activity getting 
vehicles ready for the big event in 2012 so 
we will have a good contingent going from 
here which includes a team of Aussies who 
are borrowing my Peugeots. 

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
A carport-type extension to the rear of 

our parts shed has been built to allow easier 
sorting of parts and better presentation. 
Also a mezzanine floor needed to be moved 
to allow strengthening of the area, and 
moving other parts to allow the extension 
of our library.

Brian Williams and Graham Revell 
enjoyed the Art Deco weekend in Hawke’s 
Bay in Brian’s 1930 Nash Coupe, coming 
home with a trophy for second place in the 
Vintage/Veteran section. Graham Sanders 
also attended with his 1929 Hupmobile. 
Peter Anderson (1951 BSA 500 twin) and 
Barry and Pam Hilton (Triumph) enjoyed 
their time at the National Motorcycle Rally 
at Oamaru, including the after-rally tour.

Sadly Gisborne has lost one of its old 
identities, a 1903 Oldsmobile that has been 
in the care of the Nichols family for about 

80 years, has been sold to an Auckland 
enthusiast. We trust that it will remain in 
its as-found condition and not revert back 
to its curved dash style like the rest in New 
Zealand.

Gavin Bartlett, our youngest member, 
has had the motor out of his 1930 Model 
A after some ominous noises were heard 
in the engine. He replaced a faulty timing 
wheel, reassembled the motor and has just 
completed an 1800 mile tour with 120 other 
Model As around the top half of the South 
Island.

Branch Chairman Mark Dunn organised 
a run to the Mangaone Caves on Easter 
Sunday which had many of the oldies 
gasping for breath as we climbed to the 
cave entrance. 

Gail Menzies has the annual Neil 
Peterson Trophy run organised for 29 May, 
when we will explore the old Mohaka 
Coach Road that runs between Wairoa and 
Napier.

Gore Branch  Jim McFadzien
The Annual Frank Robson Run was 

held on 6 March with two differences; the 
driving tests were held at the start, while 
the usual run to Waikaka was changed to 
Tapanui, where the West Otago Vintage 
Machinery Club was holding a Rally to 
celebrate International Harvester. We 
saw tractor dancing, and a parade of 385 
tractors. Bill and Annette Ainge’s Morris 
took the trophy, and the Clearwater Capers 
section was won by the A40 of Neil and 
Doris McVicar.

The organiser of the Ladies Run was 
Mary Tremaine and the destination was 
Dipton. 

Our Tuesday Rambles are being well 
supported. We looked at a converted 
church in Tapanui known as White Chapel 
Gifts, and at a collection of American cars. 
We visited Ardmore Homestead, at Heriot 
built in the era of quality. Each room is 
built around the living area giving great 
access. The skylights make amazing use of 
natural light. We were impressed with the 
quality of the original fittings and the way 
the present owners Mr and Mrs Corlett are 
refurbishing it.

We rambled to Pat Turnbull’s at Tussock 
Creek on 29 March. With her husband 
the late Derek Turnbull (of international 
running fame), they have created a bush 
clad wetland, with lagoon and good walking 
tracks. Also a museum of amazing exhibits 
and books from all over the world; a great 
place to spend the afternoon.

Hawke’s Bay   Esther Smith
The library has been an important part 

of the HB branch for many years. It is 
an asset that we are very proud of as it 

holds an enormous amount of irreplace-
able technical literature on all aspects of 
motoring. Originally the contents were 
stored in Reg Kilby’s basement, but it really 
came into its own 25 years ago when the 
branch purchased the old Greendale Scout 
Hall and tacked the building on to the 
existing clubrooms to be the new spares 
store. The link constructed between the 
two buildings meant we could now have a 
much larger dedicated library space. 

Anually there is an amount allocated for 
the purchase of magazines and new books. 
The library has also been the benefactor 
of many donations and a couple of major 
bequests; the first being from Harry 
Roucher and the second from the Dean 
estate. Both added considerably to the 
depth and breadth of material held.

Eighteen months ago it was decided 
to take another giant leap forward and 
barcode the books for better monitoring of 
stock. Air conditioning also helps long term 
preservation of paper based material. Barry 
Ansell and a team of helpers have dedicated 
many hours to establishing the new systems 
which are now just about finished.

Great motoring weather has continued 
through autumn, with many opportunities 
to get our cars out. We had a great Vintage 
only run through Smedley Station which 
is a training institute for rural cadets, and 
another run included a visit to the site of 
the proposed clubrooms. We still have the 
Lady Drivers run to look forward to.

Horowhenua   Peter Nightingale
The big event of the month was our 

Swap Meet, and this year we had many 
requests from campers and members outside 
the branch.

Despite rain a good crowd came and we 
ended up with 90 plus stalls.

At club night we had a record attend-
ance with the presentation to Bill Tucker of 
his 50 year membership award.

Bill started being involved with sports 
cars straight after the war and was in the 
Hawke’s Bay Branch in the early days.

Bill has been the owner of a number 
of Austins and still has an Austin seven. 
He is a foundation member of the Austin 
Register.

He spent some time cataloguing and 
arranging the Southward Museum Library 
and joined the Horowhenua branch on 
moving to Paraparaumu.

Frank Renwick read the citation and 
presented the badge. Good luck and 
congratulations from us all Bill.

I also report the death of Gordon 
Routledge (Sir Herbert); as well known 
foundation member of our branch. Our 
sympathy to Ann, Simon, Sarah and 
Louise.
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Manawatu  Allan Hardacre
I said in last month’s issue of Beaded 

Wheels that I’d tell you about the Ruahine 
Ramble. Well, it rained. Actually, it was not 
all that bad and with the hood up in the 
Dodge we kept reasonably dry most of the 
time. The Vintage section of the rally was 
well won by Dennis and Judy Milne in the 
Austin 7.  

One of the more interesting club events 
was the run to the Mangahao hydro dams 
behind Shannon.  

The three Mangahao dams were 
completed in 1924 and were among New 
Zealand’s first, and at the time, largest 
hydroelectric stations. The station still 
generates a small proportion of the nation’s 
energy. While the powerhouse with its 
whizzing generators and mass of dials is 
good stuff for us vintagents, the real fun 
is in the 10k drive up to the three dams 
nestling in folds of the hills above the 
powerhouse. The gravel road through the 
forest is great Vintage motoring but must 
have been a huge challenge when traction 

engines towed the heavy equipment used to 
build the dams.

Nelson   Pat Kennedy
March saw the running of Autumn 

Driving Tests held on a property in the 
Aniseed Valley. Bob Thompson and team 
created various tests and it was a very 
enjoyable and successful day. Winners on 
the day: SWB class Gordon Dacombe, LWB 
class Nick Harrison, and Post War Brian 
Pegg.

April 17 saw the annual Restoration 
of the Year John White Trophy. We had 
five entries: Tim and Debbie McDowell’s 
1938 Austin Big Seven, Norm Pegg’s 1950 
Bradford, Graeme and Andrea’s 1952 
Bradford cc Truck, Kevin Greenfield’s 1959 
Ford Zephyr Mk 2, and Burkhard Strauch’s 
1955 Mercedes Benz 190SL. Members got to 
vote for the winner which this year was the 
1938 Austin Big Seven. We also had the 
pleasure of hosting the Alvis car club in a 
combined event on this day, with approxi-
mately twenty Alvis cars in attendance. 

Club nights have been well supported, 
especially the April evening. Bruce Hutton, 
the 2012 International Rally Director and 

Mike Hill (team leader for the routes) gave 
us a run down on what to expect next year. 
It was a very informative and enjoyable 
evening. 

With regret we report the death of 
Gordon Routledge. Gordon was for many 
years involved in the Austin Register 
and especially Austin Sevens. He and his 
knowledge will be missed. 

North Otago  Judith & John Miller
The North Otago Branch has been 

busy with the organisation of the National 
Motorcycle Rally. The province is experi-
encing an excellent season so conditions 
are good. The Gerald Lynch-Blosse 
Memorial motorcycle rally was a fitting 
finale to the main event. This has been a 
full programme for our branch.

On Sunday 27 March, the Ngapara 
Coalpit Road annual hill climb was held 
with a good muster of iconic models which 
did some good times, until a rough, rain 
laden, squall curtailed the last runs up the 
hill. The event is gaining popularity, with 
more cars being lined up for next year’s run.

The South Island Mid Island run 
was held the same day in Timaru. It was 
pleasant with the rain holding off until we 
were on the way home. 

Our branch had a stall at the Winchester 
swap meet where, although the crowds 
seemed quite large, the buying was a bit 
restrained. A lot of unoccupied stall sites 
no doubt reflected the Christchurch earth-
quakes, with a lot of friends still under 
stress. The local midweek runs held 
monthly over the summer are enjoyable and 
relaxing, with lots of variety.

On 9 April the club held the All British 
Day, featuring Wolseley cars this year. 
There were more than 70 entries. The cars 
toured the downlands of North Otago, 
ending at the grounds of Teschemakers for 

Nelson: Some of the vehicles entered in the Restoration of the Year held at Nelson VCC

Horowhenua: Swap Meet. Right: Frank Renwick presenting Bill Tucker with his 50 year award. 

Manawatu: Top: Rally members outside the 
Mangahao power station, the Lambie Chrysler 77 
to the left. Bottom: Cars climbing the road between 
the powerhouse and the dams.
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lunch. Prize giving was held in the Oamaru 
Historic precinct. A very successful day, 
ably run by Wendy Dean and her helpers. 
The club has a full programme for the rest 
of April and May, the South Island Easter 
Rally at Gore being the highlight. 

Otago  Arthur Bennett
The year started off at full throttle 

with our Gerry Jackson Otago Peninsula 
Memorial Run well supported. Gerry’s wife 
who died early in April, had in earlier 
years been a passionate motorbike owner/
rider. The end of January was the day of 
The Annual Brighton Run for Veterans. 
It attracted a larger number of vehicles 
than has been seen in recent times. An 
innovative first for the branch was the Lady 
Drivers Run organised by Nicola Wilkinson, 
our PW/P60V representative.

On Saturday 19 March the Vintage 
Venture was held in great weather. This 
year the venue was Lawrence, a town put 
on the map by Gabriel Read who found gold 
at Gabriel’s Gully 150 years ago, and more 
recently kept on the map through Tuapeka 
Print Ltd, who manufacture ballpoint pens 
and engrave them. Thanks to the generous 
guys of the Tuapeka Vintage Machinery 
Club for allowing us parking so close to 
town.

Welcome to new members Trevor and 
Dot Johnson with their large quantity 

of Hudsons and Nashes, Gary and Sara 
Winter who own a selection of motorcy-
cles, Colin Hastings, bringing with him a 
selection of motorcycles, Shelley Duncan 
and Judith Blackman, 1957 Austin A35, 
and Sabin and Nicky Perkins with a rare 
1952 Allard.

Rotorua  Jackie Mowbray
In March Chairman Mel Cooper 

escorted a party to Napier for a weekend.
We were welcomed to the Hawke’s Bay 

Club on the Friday evening to join them 
for their regular monthly meal. It was much 
appreciated and we enjoyed their company.

Most agreed that the highlight of the 
weekend was a visit to the British Car 
Museum. There are over 300 cars in various 
condition, plus motoring paraphernalia in 
abundance.

The mid-weekers recently made a trip to 
the Tarawera Falls. A forestry permit was 
obtained and after a 40 minute drive and 
a 20 minute walk they arrived at the base 
of the falls. These falls are unusual in that 
the water appears to erupt with great force 
and much noise from a fissure high up in 
the cliffs.

Because of Easter, the May club run 
was held early and was shortened to an 
afternoon country ramble. Visits to a well 
known Gerbera growing operation and 
lavender farm were included.

Club member Tony Sarich is making 
steady progress on restoration of a 1947 
Chevrolet two-door Aero Fleetline

This rare Chevrolet came to New 
Zealand from South Africa. When new it 
had been sold by a GM dealer in Durban. It 
is a matching numbers vehicle and still has 
its original 216 six cylinder engine, original 
radiator with its date and 1947 drive train.

The original vacuum shift is still 
there along with the wood grain on the 
dashboard and window frames.

This vehicle has been finished in a 
modern two pack enamel.

Replacement parts are not hard to come 
by so all going well it should be on the road 
early in 2012.

Southland  Malcolm Hodgkinson
With winter fast approaching the rally 

scene is slowing down but overall the 
season has been favourable. The motor-
cycle guys are always crazy enough to run a 
couple of rallies during the colder months. 
Also our monthly Mid Week Runs continue 
to be very popular.

Plans have been drawn up and the 
project has been given the nod for an 
upgrade of the branch’s kitchen area. The 
manufacturing of bench tops etc should 
also be nearing completion which will give 
the service area a well deserved overhaul.

With our AGM looming it seems there 
will be a significant changing of the guards 
regarding office bearers, as some of these 
members have done their time, and a 
fantastic job they have done too. 

It has been great to see what some 
members throughout the country are willing 
to do in order to assist their fellow members 
in the Christchurch area. Hopefully the 
effort of members that are involved in fund 
raising etc can help those in need, as the 
after effects of this disaster continue. 

North Otago: Left: A line up of the cars at lunch time, with Teschemakers in the background. Right: 
Jerry and Margaret Wing won the prize for the best presented picnic. They are sitting in front of their little 
Austin seven.

Rotorua: 1947 Chevrolet Fleetline Aero Coupe.
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Mid Island Rally 27 March. Sixty-one 
vehicles attended the Mid Island 2011 
Rally. Long routes took the cars to look 
through Ben Lewis’ collection of Lanz 
Bulldog tractors, crawler and assorted farm 
machinery and Dodge trucks and cars. A 
very interesting half hour was spent there-
before driving to Peel Forest for lunch.

Alan Averis gave us a brief talk associ-
ated with the Mt Peel area. After lunch 
some members had a look at the Mt Peel 
church, before heading to the Ealing Hall 
for prize giving.  Travelling thru Arundel, 
members were given a hand out on the 
massive new $80 million Rangitata South 
Irrigation Scheme.

South Otago   John Cook
March saw eleven members and their 

mopeds and scooters travel to Cromwell 
for the Central Otago Branch’s annual 
rally. An excellent day included a visit to a 
winery and the local speedway for a couple 
of laps around the track. No speed records 
were broken though. 

Our branch’s weekender which was 
held in the same month was based at 

Alexandra and run by Robin and Margaret 
McCall. Saturday saw 12 Vintage vehicles 
and two modern vehicles travel to Tarras, 
Bendigo and Welshstown, then travel over 
Thompson’s Gorge to the Maniototo. Rain 
on the Friday night kept the dust down, 
a plus for a sunny days travel. Along the 
route there were a few gates to open and 
fords to cross before dropping down onto 
the Maniototo Plains. There was time 
for looking around Matakanui, Omakau, 
Ophir, and Chatto Creek before returning 
to Alexandra for the evening meal. 

The National South Island Easter Rally 
was held in Gore this year. Ten vehicles 
from our branch attended. Nice weather, 
good roads and a very well run rally made 
for an excellent weekend. 

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
The North Island Easter Rally and the 

46th Taranaki Maunga-Moana Rally were 
hosted by our branch over Easter. This was 
a big undertaking for the branch with both 
rallies being compressed into four days. 
Included were sightseeing tours, visits to 
museums and collections, a motor show and 

South Canterbury  Bill Weir
Mystery Run 13 March: Joan Paul and 

Colin Lyon put on a very diverse and 
enjoyable day’s program for the Pauls 43rd 
Mystery Run.

The run took us around the south end 
and into South St, Patiti Point, Scenic 
reserve to our first visit, the home and 
studio of Trevor Askin the sculptor. What 
an intriguing visit where we saw how his 
bronze sculpting is done, right through 
from the wax mock up to the pouring of 
the bronze in the kiln. We carried on to the 
lunch stop, via Rosewill and Levels Valley 
to Mr and Mrs Alan Blakemores property 
on Longview road Pleasant Point. The 
Blakemores have an olive grove planted 
beside the homestead which can be seen 
from the Fairlie highway. Then it was on to 
Councillor Richard Lyons and wife Maries’ 
property to view the beautiful garden and 
some tractors that his family used on their 
farm. An interesting exhibit was Cook 
and Sons sawmilling equipment retrieved 
from the Pleasant Point yard when the mill 
closed down. 

South Canterbury:
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both rallies. The North Island Easter rally 
attracted over 80 entries while the Maunga 
Moana received over 70. The Sunday 
motor show attracted an excellent number 
of fare paying members of the public and 
the Central School grounds proved a very 
good venue.

Both rallies took us through the back 
country roads of eastern and western 
Taranaki. The Easter rally having two 
routes took some entrants all the way to 
Whangamomona with some real Taranaki 
metal roads. The Maunga Moana Rally 
endured periods of heavy rain but thank-
fully no wind. It was very humid but not 
cold. The rally took us west to Rahotu and 
back through the mountain ranges. This rally 
was won by Taranaki entrants Steven and 
Veronica Oliver driving a 1912 Ford Model T.

Taupo   Greg Nattrass
In February a progressive picnic was 

held. It started at Club Captain Marty 
and Lynne Sutherlands with brunch then 
moved on to chairman Norman and 
Jocelyn Pointons for afternoon tea, and 
finished at Bruce and Trish Jefferies for an 
evening barbeque. A very well attended 
run.

Then in March preparation stepped 
up as the club hosted our local Taupo 
Goodyear Rally. Club night was centered 
around preparations for the rally, with 
Saturday 12 March, as rally day.

At our club night in April we were privi-
leged to have our local Civil Defence chief 
Phil Parker attending to share his experi-
ences and photos of the time he spent 
in Christchurch following the February 
earthquake. To hear first hand about the 
devastation caused by the shake was very 
revealing for all who attended. Phil and the 
local team were in the Christchurch region 

within two days of the earthquake and 
spent ten days checking for survivors. 

The club run for April was our 
community event of the year when we took 
members of the local blind foundation for 
a ride in our cars to give them a day out 
doing something different. I found it a great 
way to get to know other people and find 
out more about their disability. 

Waikato  Jeremy Brook
The club year began with a New Years 

Day run organised by Bob and Jillian 
Hayton to the Waihou Walkway near 
Putaruru and the source of the purest water 
in New Zealand – or so the bottlers say! A 
great day enjoyed by over 50 people, and 

on the way back, an interesting visit to a 
collector and restorer of traction engines.

Our annual Blue Smoke and Pedals was 
held again at Narrows Park in January and 
this was an opportunity to show skills on 
two stroke mopeds and other assorted bikes. 
January Club night was the showing of The 
Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines on 
the club’s projection facilities.

The motorcycle section had a February 
run to Peter Morris’ premises at Tauwhare. 
Peter has a 1970 750cc Triumph Bonneville 
powered drag bike which is capable of a 
quarter mile run in 11 seconds.

On 20 February Paul Clark arranged a 
trip to Richard Langridge’s private collec-
tion of Rolls-Royce and Bentley vehicles 
at Brookby. This is reportedly the largest 
collection of such vehicles in the Southern 
Hemisphere, exceeding 45 and ranges from 
a 1920 model to 2010. Over 40 club cars 
participated. 

February club night included a drive up 
nearby Sanatorium Hill. There we were 
given some information about the history of 
the sanatorium that once stood on the site. 

March club night was an informa-
tive talk by Dr Megan Balks on her 18 
Antarctic visits for geological research. 
The April club night took the form of an 
‘Antiques Valuation’ night with expert Bill 
Newell giving on the spot descriptions and 
value estimates of members’ precious items. 
Our annual Vintage Venture in March, 
run by Colin and Donna Storey was a 
roaring success apart from the weather. 
Period fashion dress made the day. April 
saw the club staging its annual Mooloo 
Meander for motorcycles, organised by 

South Otago: Weekender

Taranaki Branch: Colin Johnston with The Mayor of New Plymouth the Hon. Harry Duynhoven at 
the Easter weekend Motor Show in New Plymouth.
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Neville and Cheryl Mickleson. A good field 
of 63 entrants enjoyed a ride to Wharepapa 
South. Jillian Hayton scooped the pool 
with first lady rider, first overall and won 
the raffle! A great finish to the month was 
an economy run, plotted by the Pattons, 
with Paul Clark in his MG the overall 
winner with 47miles per gallon.

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball
Vintage car enthusiasts from the other 

side of the world took out the Rex Porter 
Memorial Rally, highlight of the year for 
the Wairarapa in March. John and Rae 
Kennedy borrowed a 1924 Austin 20 
from Will and Ruby Holmes and took top 
honours in the prestigious event.

The route for this year’s run was set by 
Willis and Shirley St Clair of Masterton, 
winners of last year’s event. English visitor 
John Kennedy was jokingly reminded that 
he needed to return next year to run the 
2012 event.

The St Clairs applied some creative 
thinking, sending cars down previously 
unused dead-end roads, necessitating a 
u-turn and retracing of steps. Not only 
was this new territory, but competitors also 
found themselves facing oncoming traffic 
from the rally as the 33 entrants snaked in 
and out of the route.

Results

Veteran 
Howard Sims  1914 Ford Model T 
Vintage 
John Kennedy 1924 Austin 20

Post Vintage 
Martin Hutchinson 1936 Plymouth Coupe

PWV
Tom Mitchelmore  1958 Rover 90

Post War Motorcycles
Norm Hill 1954 BSA 

P60V 
Marian Sims 1969 Fiat Bambina 

Overall
John and Rae Kennedy 1924 Austin 20 

Waitemata Di Humphreys
Easter Weekend, and after much 

hard work by a small dedicated team the 
Roycroft Trophy event arrived at Hampton 
Downs. Early on Saturday 23 the Vintage, 
historic and classic machinery started 
arriving and before long there was a hive of 
activity in the Pit area. Documentation was 

finalised in record time and after the driver 
briefing, practice laps began. Great to have 
the Thomson 1906 Darracq amongst us, 
but of course the star was the Roycroft 
Bugatti driven by Ron’s son Terry.

Saturday was purely a race day with 
a smallish enclave of spectators. Sunday 
brought out more spectators who were up 
to the challenge of dressing appropriately. 
The drivers too wore ties and gentlemanly 
cheesecutters and tweed when not in 
racing kit. Castrol R in the air helped 
turn this very new modern racetrack into a 
Vintage meet.

Some very close racing and a whole heap 
of fun. With the inaugural Roycroft Trophy 
meet under our belts we look forward to 
organising better and bigger in 2012.

Earlier in April the Waitemata’ites held 
a very low key fun trial at the Suckling 
farm. Don had set out a challenging trial 
and gymkhana. Both events proved to be 
fun for drivers, passengers and spectators. 

Anne and Don are great hosts and 
a very pleasant afternoon finished with 
dinner and tall stories.

Our Springhill event for March was 
postponed till May so that members could 
attend the annual Bay of Plenty Trig Road 
Hillclimb. Sadly the weekend weather was 
bad and although the event in Waihi was 
held some of our Waitemata’ites did not 
attend.

Wanganui Fay Chamberlain
It’s been motorcycle season lately. 

The little 50ccs had their turn in the 
domain next door, enjoying a lovely 
Sunday afternoon doing various gymnas-
tics and producing a winner in Neville 
Upton. After that little warmup came 
the annual Autumn Motorcycle Trial in 
early April. No one could have ordered a 
better day for it, with 32 riders covering 

Taranaki Branch: Lunch stop on the Maunga-Moana rally at easter weekend. Doug and Diane 
Wilton. Hunterville, 1910 Buick 14B and Roy and Shirley Benton, Taranaki, 1910 Alldays and Onion

Wairarapa: Barry Gillum’s 1923 Crossley won the Vintage concours.
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much ground between the clubrooms at 
Wanganui East, through Okoia, Fordell 
and out Whangaehu way. Up the Turakina 
Valley Road, through Marton, Halcombe, 
and on to Hunterville for lunch at the 
Station Hotel. The afternoon saw a return 
through Kauangaroa and Fordell back to 
the clubrooms. Not many missed out on 
a prize of one sort or another but the 
overall winner was Vince Keats on his 1960 
Matchless.

Not to be outdone, the branch held a 
Sunday Run next day for the non bikies 
and a good turnout of 17 vehicles took 
a leisurely trip to Brunswick and a great 
demo of goat farming, complete with 
cheese making. Several members joined 
the Manawatu Branch for an outing to 
the Mangahao Dams, and a further run is 
organised with the South Taranaki Branch 
during May. 

Trevor Roberts’ 1916 Overland resto-
ration is now gaining momentum. Ian 
Chamberlain’s garage is echoing to the 
sound of much activity as he creates the 
guards. 

With the AGM for the branch pending 
in early June, members are busy looking 
round to see who wants to stand for 
election. Chairman Ed Boyd is standing 
down, plus several others, so the committee 
will look a little different after that. Ed 
has done much for the branch over the 
past five years, and has been very strong 
on fundraising. The branch has been very 
fortunate in having this financial boost 
and is deeply indebted to him. 

Wellington  Ray Betteridge
Once again, Kim and Sue Rose invited 

us to their property for the gymkhana and 
we enjoyed the various challenges. Warren 
and Jan Corkin’s Morgan couldn’t climb a 
gentle slope so was extricated with a tow 
rope, after which they went on to take 
overall honours.

The Club Captain’s Safari in March 
was to the Wairarapa. We toured forest 
roads searching for silent checks and photo-
graphed items while trying to achieve set 
speeds, stopping at Castlepoint for lunch. 
On Sunday we visited Will and Ruby 
Holmes’ and were treated to a viewing and 
rides on his “new” Stanley Steamer. Barry 
and Hilary Petengell took overall honours 
for the rally.

The Twilight Rally anticipated a 
fantastic sunset on Kapiti Coast. But after 
an enjoyable trip to the coast a cloudy sky 
forced Aaron to use a torch to produce a 
pathetic imitation sunset. Owen and Helen 
Archer took the honours.

Wellington hosted the Triangular 
Veteran Rally this year and with a dubious 
weather forecast, five cars (including the 
Bentons’ Alldays and Onions from New 
Plymouth) and three motorcycles set out to 
Rimutaka Forest Park.

Roy Southward brought his Hispano 
Suiza to the March club night. This 
magnificent car (once the Shah’s car) has 
since been sold within New Zealand. 

April club night was a presentation by 
Peter Simpson about his recent motorcycle 
tour across Australia; red dirt, deserts and 
1200 sand dunes. We could only be amazed 
at the challenge this tour presented.

Wellsford/Warkworth  
 Rita Jorgensen

Our annual commercial camp-out was 
held over three days at the Paparoa A&P 
show. 

A very successful Swap Meet was 
followed by our first Veteran Rally in the 
afternoon. Entries were: Grant Stott’s 

Wairarapa: Top: Bernie and Natalie Cheer got the Veteran concours vote. 

Middle Left: Howard Sims had granddaughter Jemima as navigator in the 1914 Model T. 
Middle Right: English visitors John and Rae Kennedy raise the Rex Porter Memorial Trophy aloft after 
their victory.

Bottom Left: Doug Wilton at the wheel of his 1910 Buick. Bottom Right: Chris and Anne Slater’s 1924 
Studebaker. 
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Above: ‘A fine dice between Terry Roycroft in his 
father’s Type 35 Bugatti and Lawrence Poolman in 
his MG C Type’. Left: Stig sighted in time machine, 
Waitemata Branch Hampton Downs event  Photo by 
Mike Woods.

Wanganui: No 5 is Peter Simpson on his 1952 
AJS, and No 7 is Warwick Laing on his Norton. 
Photos taken by N Upton.  

Wellington: Triangular Rally group,“A helping hand” at the Gymkhana.

 1916 Overland restoration in progress, owned by 
Trevor Roberts.

Waitemata: Pre45 race start : Roycroft Trophy Race Meet Hampton Downs. 
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1918 Westcolt, Cedric and Gayle Pegrum’s 
1915 Model T Ford, Grahame Power’s 1919 
Scrip’s Booth roadster, Roy Sharman’s 
1915 Perry roadster and Paul Hicks 1910 
Napier Landaulette taxicab – which unfor-
tunately had magneto problems and had to 
be trailered home after its longest run since 
1920. Grant Stott was presented with the 
Mike Brown Memorial trophy by Mike’s 
widow Lorraine as winner of the event.

Our club Captain Lee Middleton, who 
is retiring from his position this year, 
organsied a mystery tour. This was from 
the clubrooms to members Doug and Ann 
Hamiltons to view a car collection, then 
onto Te Hana north of Wellsford to Dave 
and Barabara Coop’s large shed full of 
Morris Minors in all stages of restoration, 
more than 25 and others stored elsewhere. 

The North Island Club Captains Tour 
arrived in Warkworth on 16 April and we 
hosted participarts after their trip down 
the Mahurangi River on the restored scow 
Jane Gifford. On the following day North 
Shore’s entrants on their Northern Raid 
visited our clubrooms. We are certainly 
making good use of our new premises. 

Long time Branch Manager Alma 
Henson who with her late husband George 
participated in many events around the 

West Coast: Top left: A mass gathering of Model 
As, Greymouth, 2011. Top right: Originals to the 
fore – men and machine! Bottom: Some of the cars 
on the 2011 Scenicland Rally

country and was a scribe for Idle Torque, is 
relocating to Australia. 

West Coast Hemi Te Rakau
The Scenicland Rally was another great 

success this year with entrants coming 
from far and wide in spite of the harder 
economic times for everyone. As usual, 
beautiful cars and great people were to the 
fore. Club Captain Roger Devlin and his 
wife Irene, Kevin and Linda Tucker ably 
assisted by club members produced a rally to 
remember round the Grey Valley/Ikamatua/
Taylorville areas.  There was a nice detour 
through some back roads, a gravel section 
(suitable for all, not an Irishman style) and 
of course a “different” section for Model 
As or those cars that were deemed to have 
the ground clearance to make it safely 
through the course! Lunch at Ikamatua was 
followed by some competitions with yo-yo’s 
(remember them) and a hula hoop. After 
all of that members made their way back to 
Greymouth and an evening of entertain-
ment at Shantytown.

Another event of note for the Branch 
was hosting the West Coast leg of the 10th 
National Model A Rally 2011 held in NZ 
recently. A fine array of cars took part and 
it was great to see the vehicles that came 
from the USA, Canada and Australia. 

Though I must confess to wondering to 
myself how much some of the cars had 
changed in design from that envisaged by 
Mr Ford himself. The changes to motors, 
brakes, transmissions and carburetion, to 
name but a few, were amazing to behold, 
listen to and witness in action. The local 
branch Model A boys did very well on the 
rally.  The West Coast entrants won four 
major prizes in the rally which took in 
the top of the South Island, finishing in 
Nelson.

Roger Reid won first prize in the Field 
Trials, held in Christchurch.

Roger Devlin won first prize in the Era 
Costume, Male, judged in Greymouth by a 
visiting American Judge.

Natalie Woolhouse won first prize 
overall in the Hubley racing, (beating 
both the Australian State Champion and 
American visitors).

Brent Woolhouse won first prize for the 
Model A speed event, plus we all had a 
good time!

The ROSCO event at Reefton is our 
next big event, so no doubt we will see 
some of you there again this year.
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www.scottsrestorations.com    email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden

P 03 314 4422   M 027 221 8092   A H 03 314 4992

Classic and Vintage Restorations

AMERICAN
CARS

ENGLISH
CARS

NORTH CANTERBURY

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS LTD

MOTORCYCLES



0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on
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