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management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON 
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND 
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA  
PO Box 22-431, High Street, 
Christchurch 8142 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY 
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8052 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO 
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo 
Whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH 
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE  
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE  
PO Box 329, Gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY  
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
HOROWHENUA  
PO Box 458, Levin 5540 
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 

KING COUNTRY 
C/- 34 House Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU  
PO Box 385 
Palmerston North 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH 
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7315 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON  
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND  
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH OTAGO 
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH SHORE  
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO  
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA  
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY  
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND  
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH OTAGO  
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa, 
Balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz

SOUTH WAIKATO 
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI  
C/- 86 Wilson St, Hawera 4610 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO 
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO  
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE  
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz
WAIRARAPA 
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 

WAITEMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI  
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON 
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH 
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST  
C/- 9 Stafford Rd, 
Hokitika 7882 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz 

Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 
until October 2011.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED 
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are always 
welcome. 
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available 
information to:  
Beaded Wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141.  
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2011.

PRESIDENT 
John Coomber  
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION 
John Foot 
07 823 5641 nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION 
John Chynoweth 
03 439 5474 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER 
Michael Lavender  
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR 
Rod Brayshaw 
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD 
Frank Renwick 
03 352 4383  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Bob Ballantyne 
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony Bartlett 
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST 
Betty Wallace 
03 929 0829  bpearcey@netspeed.net.nz

Photograph supplied by Peter Nightingale

Peter has been given this photo by the owner who has no 
information at all on it except that it was in a collection of 
family photos. The photograph owner has since gone overseas 
but maybe a keen-eyed reader can assist with information or 
details of the vehicle and its occupants.
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Branch news with Idle Torque, page 45

Cork clutches, page 14

1901 White Steam Car, page 18.
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president’s 
message

Last month the Nelson Branch 
hosted the Annual General Meeting and 
Executive Meeting of the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand Inc. at the Rutherford 
Hotel. A lot of hard work had gone into 
the planning and preparation of this event 
by branch chairman John Hurley and his 
team. The display of vehicles at the hotel 
welcomed us as we arrived, and served as 
a reminder of what we are all about as we 
concentrated on the issues before the club. 
I was pleased to see our South Island Club 
Captain John Chynoweth and Sharon 
arrive in a 1927 Buick, having driven from 
Oamaru.

This year all Management Committee 
members were returned to office for 
another 12 months and I congratu-
late them on reappointment, and thank 
each member and their spouses for their 
continuing support. The Executive have 
approved the bid by Otago Branch to host 
the next International Rally in their region 
in January 2016. We are now looking for 
expressions of interest in the position of 
International Rally Director for this event. 
The successful applicant will need to 
have the vision, commitment, enthusiasm 
and ability to choose and lead a team of 
volunteers over the next four years. They 
will develop a rally concept in consul-
tation with the management committee, 
which will attract entries from around the 
country and overseas. If you believe you 
have the skills or know of a suitable person, 
please advise me through the national 
office as soon as possible. I would like to 
appoint the next Rally Director before the 
end of the year.

We celebrate the formation of the 
newest branch of the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand Inc. The Executive 
meeting has approved the formation of 
the Central Hawkes Bay Branch of the 
VCC of New Zealand which will be based 
at Waipukurau. Congratulations to Rod 
McKenzie and his team who have held 
formation meetings and put a lot of effort 
into gaining support of both existing 
members and potential new members from 
within the district. We wish you and your 
members every success.

Our treasurer reported a small deficit 
in the annual accounts and recommended 
that there be an increase in the annual 
subscription to ensure the financial 
position of the club is not diminished. 

as we see it

Members of the Vintage Car Club enjoy 
many benefits as a result of their member-
ship, not the least being delivery to your 
door of your copy of Beaded Wheels every 
two months. Non-members living in New 
Zealand who wish to read the magazine, 
and there are many, pay around $40 yearly 
for this privilege. It seems to me that those 
people may be better to join their local 
branch of the VCC and enjoy all of the 
benefits of membership, including free 
delivery of Beaded Wheels to their mailbox. 
After all, membership fees, while they vary 
from branch to branch, are not hugely 
greater than the bookstand price of Beaded 
Wheels over the year. As the result of a 
suggestion from a delegate at the recent 
AGM in Nelson we have now included a 
larger information panel advising readers 
how to go about this. Remember, as always, 
when we meet up with new members we 
should always take the initiative and make 
them welcome. We want them to stay.

We have an insatiable appetite for 
contributions to Beaded Wheels! Some of 
what works well for us is the following:

•	 Stories,	with	before	and	after	photos,	
of restorations.

•	 Articles	 about	 some	 particular	 facet	
of old vehicles and collecting. An 
example recently was an article on 
spark plugs.

•	 Behind the Wheel type stories where 
a vehicle is road tested and we can 
vicariously find out about how it 
actually feels to drive/ride it.

•	 Articles	 of	 a	 technical	 nature.	 The	
subject could be oils, fuels, tyres, 
cooling etc. An example in this issue 
is one on cork clutches.

We always prefer photos, or if appro-
priate, sketches, to help inform and provide 
clarity. The thing is to get the story down 
on paper; we can tidy up the prose and put 
all the commas in the right places if that 
presents a problem.

Please give this some thought and let 
your creative juices flow! We look forward 
to hearing from you.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

There was considerable discussion on this 
and the Executive approved an increase of 
$5 in the annual subscription. It is always 
disappointing to have to increase subscrip-
tions, and we have undertaken to review 
all aspects of our expenditure to ensure 
that we can live within our budget and 
still provide the services members have 
come to expect. The cost of travelling on 
VCC business has escalated dramatically 
in the past few years to the point where 
some members have been out of pocket for 
travel costs incurred, and an increase to 60 
cents per kilometer from 40 cents has been 
approved by the Executive.

There was a discussion on the money 
which has been raised by a number of 
branches for the assistance of members 
in the Canterbury region who have been 
affected by the earthquakes. Many sugges-
tions have been made on the distribution 
of this money and so far there have not 
been any claims made. The Executive have 
directed that the money be invested until 
a decision is made on distribution of the 
funds. I would like to thank all of those 
who have contributed to this fund. Your 
generosity and messages of support for 
members in the Canterbury region have 
been a great comfort to us.

The John L Goddard trophy was 
presented to George Mihaljevich of 
Auckland for his dedication to restorations, 
event participation and support of fellow 
members over 50 years of membership of 
this club. Congratulations George. The 
national AGM will be hosted by Waikato 
Branch on 11 August 2012 at the Kingsgate 
Hotel in Hamilton. Judging by this year’s 
AGM, this will be a weekend to look 
forward to. We would like to thank the 
Nelson Branch for a wonderful weekend 
and well organised meetings. I would like 
to thank those members of Nelson Branch 
who assisted and contributed in many 
ways to the success of the weekend. Those 
who were fortunate enough to visit the 
World of Wearable Arts and Car Museum 
over the weekend will have some idea 
how fortunate the Nelson Branch is in 
having the support of this facility and the 
generous loan of spectacular old vehicles to 
support their events.

After participating in Canterbury and 
Banks Peninsula events recently, we are 
looking forward to the 2012 Rally. Entries 
are still flowing in, so don’t forget the 
October 31 deadline.

John Coomber
National President
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OcTOBeR
 7-8 Canterbury Swap Meet
 8 Northland Matakohe Settler’s Day 
 8 Otago Dunedin Auto Spectacular
 8-9 Waikato Brits at the Beach
 9 Far North Baby’s 1st Attempts
 9 Gore P60V Rally
 9 Wairarapa Janice Groves Memorial Run
 10 Bay of Plenty Club Night
 11 Auckland Annual Veteran Rally
 12 Taupo Quiz Night
 12 Rotorua Club Night
 14-15 Gisborne Annual A & P Show
 15 Southland Vintage P & PV Rally
 15-16 Canterbury Girder Fork Motorcycle Rally
 16 North Shore Club Run
 16 Taupo Country Run
 16 Ashburton Spring Rally
 16 Bay of Plenty Tauranga Swap Meet
 16 Sth Otago Opening Run
 16 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 19 Rotorua Mid-week Run
 20 Banks Peninsula Ruapuna Speed Day
 21 Bay of Plenty Midweek Run
 21-23 Hawke’s Bay Safari Weekend
 22-23 Auckland Annual Hunua 100
 22-24 Sth Cant Mt Cook Rally
 25 Bay of Plenty Noggin N Natter
 29 Far North Working Bee
 29 Rotorua Social Night
 29 Canterbury Annual Veteran Rally
 29 Otago Monthly Run,Meal & Quiz 

Night
 30 Banks Peninsula Peninsula Run
 30 Gisborne Club Run

NOvemBeR
 4-6 Northland Far North Tour
 5 Rotorua Rail Trip Raurimu Spiral
 5 Far North Far North Tour
 5 Otago Taieri Tour
 5 Southland Commercial Rally

 5 Waikato Veteran Rally
 5-6 Banks Peninsula Wigram Revival Speed 

Meeting
 6 Canterbury Homestead Run
 6 Sth Cant Motorcycle Rally
 9 Rotorua Club Night
 11 Nelson 13th Biennial Rally
 11-13 Auckland Annual Motorcycle Rally & 

Swap Meet
 11-13 E Bay of Plenty Gisborne Visit
 11-19 Wairarapa Peter Chisholm Memorial Run
 11-13 Canterbury Show Weekend Tour
 11-13 Sth Cant Safari Weekend
 12 Sth Otago Clutha Rally
 12-13 Taranaki 50th Anniversary Celebrations
 12-13 Southland Arrowtown M/C Rally
 13 Rotorua BBQ Run
 13 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
 14 Bay of Plenty  Club Night
 18-20 Taupo Chairman’s Run
 16 Rotorua Mid-week Run
 16 Bay of Plenty Mid-week Run, Te Aroha
  19 Gore Spring Run
 19 Manawatu Camp Quality (Cure Kids)
 19 Otago Commercial Veteran Rally
 20 Banks Peninsula Hawkeswood Sprint
 20 Hawke’s Bay Homestead Run
 20 Sth Cant Veteran / Vintage / 

Commercial Rally
 20 Southland Hokonui Hill Climb 
 20 Waikato Cambridge Swap Meet 
 20 Wairarapa Invitation Rally & Gymkhana
 22 Bay of Plenty Noggin N Natter 
 25-26 Southland Burt Munro Motorcycle Show
 26 Canterbury Christmas Night Run & Social
 26 Far North Dunny Run
 26 Northland Dunny Run
 27 Bay of Plenty Fish & Chips Run
 27 Banks Peninsula Veteran Rally
 27 Bay of Plenty The Yesteryear Run
 27 Canterbury Children’s Christmas Picnic
 27 Gore Josephville Sealed Hill Climb

 27 Otago Veteran & Commercial Rally

DecemBeR
 3 Gore Diggers Run
 3 North Shore Swap Meet & Car Show
 3 North Otago Windsor Rally
 3-4 Wairarapa Gold Medal Motorcycle Rally
 4 Waikato Te Uku Wind Farm
 10 Rotorua Christmas Party
 10 Far North Christmas Gymkhana
 11 Northland Christmas Party
 11 Bay of Plenty Christmas Dinner, Restoration 

Awards
 11 Wairarapa Christmas Dinner
 11 Gisborne Club Captain’s Wing Ding
 11 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 11 Taupo Posh Afternoon Tea
 11 Nelson Christmas Picnic & BBQ
 11 Ashburton Vintage and Veteran Rally
 11 Sth Cant Christmas Dinner & Party
 12 Bay of Plenty Club Night
 14 Rotorua Mid-week Run
 14 Rotorua Club Night
 14 Taupo Christmas Dinner
 15-21 Ashburton Over the Rainbow Rally
 16 Horowhenua Christmas Dinner
 18 Rotorua Club Run

JANuARY
 1 Waikato  New Year Day Run
 1 Banks Peninsula New Year’s Day at Little River
 1 Sth Cant Fairlie Parade
 7 Far North Autospectacular
 7 Wairarapa Coastal Run
 8 Waikato  Blue Smoke & Pedals
 9 Bay of Plenty Club Night
 15 Otago Jackson Rally
 16-27 Wanganui vcc international  

Rally 2012
 21-22 Otago Dunedin to Brighton Run
 22 Sth Cant Ladies & Chairmans Run
 22 Bay of Plenty Monthly Run

FeBRuARY
 3-5 Banks Peninsula Skope Classic Ruapuna
 4 Southland Southland Rally
 4-6 Sth Cant Weekend Away
 5 Wairarapa Remembrance Day Rally
 11 Waimate Wallaby Run
 10-12 Banks Peninsula Enzed Classic Levels
 12 Wairarapa Triangular Rally
 13 Far North Heat’s On
 13 Bay of Plenty Club Night
 15 Bay of Plenty Carter House Run
 17-19 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally 
 18 Gore Gore Festival Rally
 25 Wellsford/Wth Swap Meet and Veteran Car 

Rally
 26 Bay of Plenty 3-day Coast to Coast Run

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy 
of the dates published in this column we advise readers to 
confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Auckland Branch members Stephen, Tracy Winterbottom & John Stokes putting 
the Sunbeam through its paces on Waitemata Branch’s 2011 R’Oil Can. Photo Di 
Humphreys. See page 52 for more on this year’s event.
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VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

National Annual General Meeting / 
Branch Office Details And Calendar 
Of Events

Members will find enclosed a copy of 
the AGM minutes, branch office details 
and calendar of events. During the same 
weekend the Executive Meeting was held. 
A copy of these minutes has been distrib-
uted to your Branch should you wish to 
read them.

Renewal Of ID Cards At Their 10 
Year Expiration

The National Office will send out a 
renewal advice, if your Vehicle ID Card 
is due to expire in the next three months.

When you receive the renewal advice 
please check the details are correct and if 
the vehicle’s appearance has not changed 
from the original Vehicle Identity Card, 
then you simply enclose your expired 
Vehicle Identity Card with the renewal 
notice (signed by you) and forward this to 
your Branch for completion.

If you do not enclose the expired 
Vehicle Identity Card, or if the vehicle’s 
appearance has changed, you MUST send 
two identical photos of the vehicle as it 
now looks.

Please don’t delay returning the 
Renewal Advice until the last minute, as 
there will be a number of other people 
also renewing their Vehicle Identity Cards 
as well as new people applying. The earlier 
you send it in, the faster you will have the 
updated one returned.

Historic Race Licence
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that it has have not expired. To 
renew your licence, please forward $23.00, 
along with your VCC HRL number or old 
HRL card, to the National Office and it 
will be updated.

2016 International Rally Director
The Management Committee are inter-

ested in ideas and options for updating the 
format of the International Rally to be 
held in Otago in 2016. Members inter-
ested in the position of Rally Director are 
invited to write to the President, C/o the 
National Office, supplying a CV and any 
thoughts and ideas on how they would 
like to see this rally format/style taking 
place. 

Julie Cairns 
National Office Manager

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has membership 
application forms and your local branch contact details. You may also contact your local branch 
directly for application forms and details. See page 2.

John Chynoweth 
South Island Club Captain 

captain’s log

This year with the National AGM 
being held in Nelson we took the 
opportunity to drive from Oamaru 

to Nelson in our 1927 Buick. On arrival 
at the Rutherford Hotel I spotted one 
other Club eligible car in the car park 
and several others in front of the venue 
as Nelson Branch members had used their 
cars to ferry members into town from the 
airport. It was a good trip up via Blenheim 
to visit BASIS at Renwick to get some 
parts for my next restoration. We received 
a lot of favourable comments on the way, 
and at the venue in Nelson, about the 
unrestored car we were travelling in. On 
our return we travelled over the Lewis 
Pass. We encountered some rain past 
Murchison which soon turned to snow. 
Sharon offered to clean the snow off the 
windscreen several times as by now the 
brakes were wet and I needed to stay in 
the car to monitor the handbrake whilst 
we were stopped (and it was warmer). 

What better way to advertise our club 
than to use our vehicles whenever we 
can. Let the public see them, especially 
when parked in the main street of town. 
As always we have to be mindful of not 
holding up faster vehicles and keeping well 
to the left. Most of the main roads here in 
the South now have a good shoulder to 
pull over on to. The only problem encoun-
tered several times is those cars that 
“won’t pass” (they are usually content to 
just look at and photograph your car) and 
then you get a silly passing manoeuvre. In 
this situation there is no alternative but 
to pull over and stop at the earliest and 
safest place you can. Old cars holding up 
modern traffic quickly damage our reputa-
tion in the eyes of the public.

We are now entering the motoring 
season and I would like to remind 
members of the need to enter events early. 
Those of us who have organised events 
know of all the last minute things that 
need doing. Getting the right number of 
rally sheets printed, making up the rally 
packs, organising the meals, is our venue 
big enough and if we suddenly have a 
large increase in numbers then field tests 
may have to be changed. It is a lot less 
stressful on the organisers and they are 
more likely to be keen to arrange another 
event for us.

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING  

ENGINEER ltd
No. 6 R.D. 

Palmerston North 
Phone 06 324-8707

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

 

 

 

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS 
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS 

ENGINE BEARINGS, 
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482
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you were to ask for people to step forward 
for financial assistance, you would not get 
a single taker. You don’t own old cars if you 
are on the bones of your bottom. People 
have already done whatever it was that 
needed doing to safeguard their vehicles, 
expenses have been met and forgotten.

The money raised will not create a life 
changing experience for anybody. It was 
a show of solidarity from the rest of the 
VCC membership, and should be viewed 
as such. What it must not become, is a 
political issue decided by “those who know 
best”. I am convinced that there is no such 
thing as the “right decision”, but, surely, it 
is better to make the wrong decision, than 
make no decision at all.

Philip Jeeves

Go Round Again !
May I take space to correct a nonsense 

I made of Renault and RAF aero engines 
in Beaded Wheels 311.

The (British) RAF development has 
integral cylinder heads. The original 
Renault version had detachable heads, 
which of course make it easier to service 
the valves. 

Scott Thomson

Picture Identified
The photo on page 8 of issue 311 is 

probably a 1913 Overland Model 69R or 
1914 Overland Model 79R. The shape of 
the radiator filler cap, the shape of the 
hubcaps and the staunchions from the 
windscreen to the cowl tend to confirm 
this, as does the shape of the cowl. The 
slightly angled white part of the radiator 
badge tends to confirm Overland identity. 
Electric lighting was an option on the 
Model 69 and standard on the Model 79. I 
have spoken with Elmer Music about this. 

John Stokes.

Bugatti
I was very interested to read Fenton 

Hamlin’s One Man and his Bugatti in 
Beaded Wheels 311.

I remember very clearly going into 
the workshop in Wakefield Street with 
my father while our Delage was there, 
and yes, the motor shown on page 21 is 
our D8, engine no 266 from chassis no 
32564. This photo of the car was taken 
at the Wakefield Street, workshop soon 
after we arrived back in New Zealand, 
probably about 1939-1940. Note the Zeiss 
(I think) headlights, these were obviously 
swapped for Marchal prior to the car 
going out of the family during WWII. The 
second photo taken outside the Auckland 
University has Fenton’s father’s initials 
SMYH at the bottom, taken in 1947. At 
the time the Delage was owned by Paul 

Harvey. I don’t recall how I finished up 
with this photo, nor do I know why the 
initials are there. The car has been back 
in our family since 1954 and motoring 
well having just completed yet another 
Irishman.

Tony Campbell
VCC Central Otago

Motorcycles
Following the last issue of Beaded Wheels 

and continuing on from John King’s letter 
the other motorcycle he could remember 
was probably the machine Alf Lambess 
built up. My recollection and that of 
another local VCC member Barry Gillum, 
is that the engine was mounted across the 
frame, which was a Triumph front end with 
BSA rear frame and gearbox. John would 
have seen this bike when he lived here in 
Masterton in the early 1960s. It performed 
quite well, but Alf never used it a great deal. 
Some time later a local engineer fitted a 
Hillman Imp motor in a frame but I am 
unable to remember other details.

Like John, Maureen and I would like 
to thank the North Otago Branch for 
the recent motorcycle rally, especially as 
after our Norton blew up in Kaikoura on 
the way south we were loaned a Triumph 
which enabled us to compete and have a 
great time.

Maureen and Glen Bull 

Replacement Carburettors 
It is 1950 and I am given a tune up to 

do. My service manager’s instructions for a 
tune up are: “Do the plugs and points and 
if it still misses come and see me, don’t pull 
the carburettor to pieces”.

Checking on carbs in our spares shed I 
am amazed at the number of non-original 
types there are. Being in the motor trade 
for more than 30 years I never once 
replaced a carburettor. Why were they 
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Procrastination not helpful
First of all I need to say that until now, 

I have been a fully, paid up, member of 
the silent majority and never found the 
need to put pen to paper. However, I am 
enraged, annoyed and hacked off.

Nobody needs reminding of the events 
that have gone on around Canterbury 
for the last year, and, as a local, it was 
truly humbling to experience the support 
from fellow members around the country. 
Members outside the region did what 
Kiwis do so often. They put their hands 
in their pockets in all sorts of ways to 
show their support and try to help fellow 
members in difficulties. That was a truly 
amazing thing that you guys did, but now 
it has all gone pear shaped.

I was truly horrified to discover that the 
issue of the distribution of this money was 
discussed in length at the recent national 
AGM. Why? The money was raised for the 
benefit of Canterbury (Canterbury Branch 
and Banks Peninsula Branch) members, 
and yet we now have the situation where 
the National Executive thinks it has the 
right to decide what is best. That money 
was raised for Canterbury region members 
and that is where it should be placed. 
Also, after much discussion it was decided 
to defer a decision on its (the money’s) 
distribution to a later date. In other words, 
it was put in the “too hard” basket. If it 
is too hard now it will be too hard at the 
next meeting and in all likelihood too 
hard at all the meetings to come. 

The money was raised some months ago, 
and at a time when there was certainly a lot 
of anguish and pain around. However, time 
has gone by, and most people have some 
idea of what lies ahead and how they will 
get over their individual problems. In other 
words, we are starting to recover. I am not 
saying that it is a bed of roses in Canterbury, 
but, in general, most people now know 
what the road ahead holds for them. So 
we are better off now than we were three 
months ago, and we will probably be better 
off in yet another three months. And all 
the time we are recovering, the financial 
help offered so generously by our fellow 
members becomes less and less relevant. 

In all truth, the money raised was a bit 
of a hospital pass. I don’t believe there is 
any possibility of there being a “proper” 
decision in terms of its distribution. I am 
not a gambling man, but I will bet that if 

mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or refuse 
publication of any item  submitted as comment. The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the 
publishers. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.



replaced? Perhaps I was missing out on a 
quick quid.

Barrie Grant 

Austin Seven Motorcycles
Further to the recent letter re Austin 

7-engined motorcycles, and in particular 
the letter in Beaded Wheels 311 from John 
and Elva King. I enclose a photo taken 
by a Dunedin friend whilst on holiday 
in Nelson in the early 1950s. Most likely 
the same bike, clearly Army Indian and 
showing a rear chain.

Ian Dougherty.

Austin Seven Motorcycles 
I have had a good response on the 

Austin Seven powered motorcycle and the 
one I saw is the one at Invercargill in the 
Hayes collection. It also appears there was 
one in Nelson in the ownership of Harold 
Slater who may have worked in a local 
motorcycle shop, as well as another with 
the motor mounted across the frame. Any 
information on the Slater bike?

Also last issue Nigel Coughlan asked 
about corrosion in old engines. For many 
years I have used soluble oil. This may also 
be known as cutting oil, or if you are a 
gardener winter oil.

Many years ago an old mechanic told 
me to use it and any time I have had to 
dismantle a motor found it clean and no 
corrosion at all. This is what the pellets 
in Bars Leaks are suspended in and makes 
the water a milky colour. About half a 
cup in a motor is enough and of course 
it keeps water pumps lubricated as well. 
While no expert it has worked well for me. 
I also put a set of rings in an old Dodge 
car many years ago and found the motor 
starting to seize on hard pull. My Uncle 
suggested I suck a tin of Brasso through 
the windscreen wiper vacuum pipe and 
it did the trick, the motor still in service 
using no oil many years later.

Mel R Tapp 
RD3, Balclutha, Phone 03 426 1433

Austin Seven Motorcycles
There was an example of this hybrid/

special around Christchurch. The engine 
was fitted across the frame and wangled a 
drive by way of the BSA gearbox. In fact 
the cycle parts were basically BSA Golden 
Flash. I was always intrigued by the fact 
that the owner/ builder always wore a trilby 
hat, this being before it was decided that 
we motorcyclists were all suicidal nutters 
who had to be protected from our follies.

The true Austin Seven powered 
machines would have to be the Broughs 
that were built in very limited numbers 
about 1938/9. George Brough must have 

had a rush of blood to the head when they 
built no more than a dozen of them. The 
engine and gearbox were in-line in the 
frame and the driveshaft went between the 
twin rear wheels. By some strange formulae 
it was still classed as a two-wheeler and 
could be ridden as a solo machine, though 
I would imagine it handled like a camel 
with a wooden leg. Mind you, I was assured 
it was possible, with a bit of practice, to 
ride it backwards. Harnessed to one of 
Brough’s single seat sidecars it would have 
been a pleasant outfit to ride though I’ve 
often wondered how they got through the 
legal bit retaining the reverse gear. In 
Britain the benefit of sidecar outfits and 
three-wheeler cars such as Morgan and 
BSA was that they could be driven on a 
motorcycle licence as long as you had no 
reverse gear. How this piece of potty logic 
became law baffles me but it was a great 
help to the likes of myself, and Morgans 
were fun. The other benefit being three 
wheel insurance was cheaper than a car’s 
and solo machines. And where it cost a 
whole £12 10/– a year’s tax on a car the 
three wheeler only cost five quid! 

Derek Upton

Oamaru Model T
In a recent Beaded Wheels you published 

a description of starting and driving proce-
dures for a Model T Ford which I sent in;  
also a request for any info on the distrib-
utor in Oamaru (F R Dennison) who had 
sold my ancestors a Model T.

The response to this request was almost 
unbelievable to me as direct contact was 
made by the son of the late F R Dennison 
who is an elderly man now residing in 
Christchurch. His information and 
ancedotes of his father’s business were very 
interesting and I hope to meet him when 
next in New Zealand.

Following this contact a second man 
called who had even more surprising 
information on the car. Rex Murray, an 

mailbag

Oamaru motoring historian, not only had 
full information of the Dennison era and 
the original car (Dennison – probably 
New Zealand’s first built car), but of all 
things, the receipt of the sale of my ances-
tor’s Model T, acquired in his search for 
motoring memorabilia.

What a small world. From my experience 
of seeking and finding past history of early 
ancestoral motoring I can fully recommend 
a letter to Beaded Wheels for results.

Rex will also be high on the list of 
future contacts as he too has much to 
offer. My thanks to both these men for 
their response.

John Roy

National MG Rally
Entries are now open for the Trust 

House MG National Rally 2012. All VCC 
members with MGs are eligible to enter 
this event. 

Thanks to our sponsors we are able to 
have a very good entry fee which includes 
all meals apart from Sunday evening. Our 
website has information/entryforms: www.
mgcarclub.org.nz/natrallypage.html

We also have an arrangement with The 
Interislander for concession rates for their 
ferries for this event.

Yours Octagonally 
Ross Armstrong
Rally Convener, MG Nationals 2012
Ph 04 232 4175, Mob 0274 438826
email arfmg@mgcarclub.org.nz

Steam Club of Great Britain
The Steam Car Club of Great Britain 

is compiling a register of steam cars world 
wide. As NZ representative for this club, I 
would be pleased to hear from any steam 
car owners, and others interested to help 
with this request. Contact me for further 
information about the club, and the details 
requested.

Brian T Rankine,  
Phone 06 357 5706, btr@actrix.co.nz

Austin 7 powered indian motorcycle.
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue 
will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch  
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged)  
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are Ralph 
Harrison and Jenny Conlon. Congratulations and thanks for your 
contribution. 

WiN
a limited edition  

Beaded Wheels 
cap!

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop
LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

White Metalling  

of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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Words and photos  
Grant Hitchings 

the way we were

Bill Veitch
I started riding with the VCC 

Canterbury Branch motorcyclists in 1992 
and was surprised to find that for some 
of our local events we had riders joining 
us from as far north as Blenheim and 
from Otago and Southland. I was suitably 
impressed and pleased to learn that our 
local bikers made reciprocal visits.

One such visitor, a tall rangy fellow, 
appeared on most of our major runs and 
aroused my curiosity. He always seemed 
to have a different motorcycle and each 
was always in concours condition. He 
obviously knew much about the workings 
of the motorcycle as he was usually drawn 
into the discussion when a machine tired, 
his wisdom and experience aiding its 
rehabilitation.

Eventually I was introduced to Bill 
Veitch and found that he was a member 
of Otago Branch of the Vintage Car 
Club and managed a motorcycle shop in 
Dunedin. I found that over the years there 
was little motorcycle activity around the 
country that Bill had not supported and 
that he was well known in motorcycle 
circles nationwide and even further afield.

I was in Dunedin recently and enjoyed 
a few hours in conversation with Bill 
and wife Val at their home in Mosgiel, 
just over the hill from Dunedin City. It 
is a magnificent residence with a spare 
bedroom full of Bill’s old bikes (mostly 
BSA) and a shed large enough to house 
more of his machines and his classic car 
collection too, as well as his workshop. 

In 1932 Jack McIver and Bill Veitch 
Senior opened a motorcycle sales and 
servicing centre in Moray Place in 
Dunedin holding the BSA agency from 
1936 until the demise of BSA in 1972. Jack 
McIver died in 1961 leaving Bill Veitch 

Senior to carry on as manager. In 1939 
Bill and Annie Veitch welcomed a son 
also named William and after a secondary 
education at King Edward College in 
Dunedin, ‘Bill Junior’ was welcomed 
into the firm as an apprentice motor-
cycle mechanic. Eventually he was to take 
over its management from his father about 
1975. Later his two sons Dean and Jason 
joined the firm, in time one becoming 
responsible for the workshop and the other 
the firm’s business management although 
as expected Bill retained an active overall 
interest.

When the first Honda motorcy-
cles arrived in New Zealand in 1959 
the company gained the dealership. Bill 
said that his firm now also specialises in 
Triumph, Suzuki (top dealer for 2007) and 
KTM motorcycles and for the last 17 years 
has been the world’s southern-most Harley 
Davidson dealer.

It is interesting to note that with Dean’s 
son now joining the firm it becomes one 
of a very few New Zealand businesses able 
to boast having four generations of the 
one family on its staff – in fact it has been 
under family ownership longer than any 
other motorcycle firm in New Zealand. 
It is also one of the largest motorcycle 
dealers in the country.

Bill joined the Vintage Car Club 
in 1967 receiving his 35 year badge in 
2003. His first major rally was the 1972 
International Rally in Nelson where he 
rode his Scott Flying Squirrel motorcycle 

and sidecar. Otago Branch has a very 
active group of motorcyclists probably 
largely due to Bill’s interest and keenness 
for motorcycling. He has served on the 
branch committee for several years as 
motorcycle representative as well as being 
the property officer. Very rarely does he 
miss a Club run and apart from the odd 
occasion when he has turned up driving a 
four-wheel drive vehicle usually rides one 
of his much-loved machines.

In the early 1960s Bill developed an 
interest in Vintage and Veteran motor-
cycles and through his work position 
was able to salvage and restore many 
interesting and unusual bikes. One was 
powering a sawbench and eventually 
emerged in its restored form as a 1909 
Abingdon King Dick. At present he is 
rebuilding a Vintage ABC motorcycle 
which was the first bike he owned. Bill’s 
attention to detail is legendary; this detail 
even extending to the making of certain 
nuts just to have the correct head size.

Bill’s competitive motorcycling career 
started as a schoolboy riding local trials. 
For this a BSA Bantam was borrowed 
from the shop, put into trials trim, ridden 
over the winter season then returned 
to standard trim and put back into the 
shop. Competition took him all over the 
South Island and parts of the North. 
Holidays were spent in Nelson, (where the 
Tahunanui Beach races were held). Most 
weekends saw him in his 1938 Morris 
roadster or his ‘52 Vanguard travelling 

Bill and his 1962 BSA Rocket Gold Star.

McIver & Veitch, Dunedin.
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historical snippets 
of motoring interest 
from years gone by 
Graeme Rice

timelines
100 YEARS AGO 

1911 – In a defended court hearing a 
speeding chauffeur claimed his car was 
safe as it could stop in just 10 or 12 feet 
from 40mph. Interested, the Judge asked 
an expert witness – “If a car was travel-
ling at 40mph and the brakes were put on 
and pulled it up in 10 or 12 feet, where 
would the driver go?” “Depends very much 
on what sort of life he’d been living,” the 
expert replied.

75 YEARS AGO

1936 – Studebaker stuck with the Dictator 
label for 1937. Claimed to have greater 
beauty, performance and distinctiveness, 
there were innovations like the handbrake 
under the dash, the stylish “torpedo 
headlamps,” and the small pin head of green 
light that shone when the headlamps were 
on full beam. For 1937 the interiors had 
been designed and colour co-ordinated 
by the famous New York designer Helen 
Dryden. Style had arrived.

50 YEARS AGO

1961 – Lines between traditional sports cars 
and the new, good handling small saloons 
which responded to more power were 
becoming blurred. Sydney Allard fitted a 
Shorrock supercharger to the 75mph 105E 
Anglia to produce the 105mph Allardette, 
with a 0 - 60mph time of just 17secs. Across 
the Tasman Wal Warneford made go faster 
twin SU kits for the Mini, boosting top speed 
from 70 to 80mph and cutting the 0 - 60mph 
acceleration time from 26.5 secs to 18.4.

30 YEARS AGO

1981 – Holden’s new Commodore might have 
swept the popular Belmonts, Kingswoods 
and Premiers off the scene, but the 1971 
HQ theme survived as GM’s luxury $42,000 
Caprice. Testers liked its plush upholstery, 
big boot, cruise control and effortless silken 
surge of the five litre V8. They didn’t like the 
ashtrays – “Not big enough to hold a pipe,” 
and the electric windows which they had to 
remember to close (they said wound up) after 
switching off. 

to a meeting somewhere. His skill saw 
him collect 20 New Zealand champion-
ship titles and 33 South Island titles in 
a variety of events – trials, scrambles 
(motocross), miniature TT, hillclimbs and 
standing ¼ miles. He was also part of 
the South Island scrambles team. His first 
involvement in road racing was about 1959 
on a borrowed BSA Goldie at Cust (North 
Canterbury). Most of his early competi-
tion machines were home-built by himself.

Bill is a member of many clubs and has 
life membership of The Otago Motorcycle 
Club and Classic Action Motorcycle Sport 
(CAMS).

As expected Bill has had a major input 
into organising motorcycle competitions, 
rallies and gatherings including a ride for 
owners of ex-military motorcycles held 
earlier this year. There are two I would 
like to mention here. The first is the 
Dunvegan Run, a popular overnighter 
always held in October and always starting 
from the vicinity of the Dunedin Railway 
Station on a Saturday morning. The sleep-
over for the first run was in a woolshed on 
a farm called Dunvegan situated about 80 
miles south from Dunedin. It is always well 
supported by VCC members from around 
the South and North Island, last year 
attracting about 35 riders. The distances 
travelled on the Saturday and Sunday are 
quite large and quite unsuitable for any 
of my old bikes, which disappoints me. 
The first run was held in 1972 and the 
route and destination is varied although it 
returns back to Dunvegan occasionally for 
a lunch stop in the farm’s woolshed.

The second is the much publicised 
Brass Monkey Rally. Evidently Bill and 
some friends attended the Cold Kiwi 
Rally near Waiouru in the North Island 
and flushed with enthusiasm decided to 
organise their own family-friendly winter 
run centering on a farm at Oturehua 
in Central Otago and staging it every 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend. The first 
event in 1980 attracted some 300 riders 
with 2,000 attending in 2010. Bikers 
usually arrive on the Friday and return 
home on the Sunday. Participants pay 
a rally fee which goes towards the cost 
of digging 28 long-drops, providing four 
portaloos, paying the local community 
for some services, entertainment expenses 
and the cost of building the bonfire to 
warm the hearts of those braving the 
Saturday night air. (Actually because of 
the shortage of firewood locally last year it 
cost the Otago Motor Cycle Club $11,000 
for the fire. Remember it has to warm 
some 2,000 people). Food is supplied by 
the local Winter Sports Club and there is 
EFTPOS and a shop with a grant from the 
profits going to a charity. (This year the 
Christchurch Earthquake Appeal.)

I found Bill approachable, amiable 
and very interesting to talk to. He is 
not completely devoted to motorcycling 
having a side interest in Seagull Racing 
too. This does not involve the flapping 
of wings but being propelled at moderate 
speed on water by an old English outboard 
motor, no doubt “hotted up” by its owner.

He was once heard to comment, “If I 
can live till I’m 136 I will just about finish 
all my projects”. 

 BW

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS
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George Mihaljevich has been a member of the VCC for 
over fifty years and during that time he has achieved 
much. He acquired and restored his 1919 Hudson during 

the 1960s. The restoration was not without problems and George 
and friends reached the stage of being able to remove the heavy 
engine in an hour. Early evidence of Mihaljevich persistence 
in adversity. The car is now extremely reliable and has been 
driven on many rallies. George bought his 1913 Talbot, The Weta 
during this period. The car was on-sold to the late Earle Gill who 
built the body and mudguards and rallied it until he resold it to 
George in 1977. George carried out extensive mechanical work 
and obtained the correct wheels to bring it up to his standards. 
George also bought his 1938 Hudson Eight during the ‘60s. This 
was also a one owner, low mileage incredibly original car and 
George saved it from the young generation of the ‘60s who would 
have probably thrashed it to death. George has used it extensively 
in recent years, including many Far North Tours, metal roads 
and all. The crowning achievement of the late ‘60s and early 

AGM 2011
Words Nelson Branch Chairman John Hurley:

National executive and the annual general meeting 
brought together 120 members from all over New 
Zealand. Host branch Nelson provided the welcome and 

back up necessary for everyone to enjoy a productive weekend. 
Contacts were made that many will value for the future. We 

were fortunate to have at our presentation function as our guest 
speaker classic motoring writer Allan Dick. Fifty year member-
ship badge presentation saw four Nelson branch members, Dale 
Conlon, Nigel Price, Ken Silke and Duncan McClelland receive 
badges from National President John Coomber. They now have 
200 years of outstanding VCC experiences between them.

Many visited the WOW museum and expressed to me their 
amazement at the works of art and many vehicles on exhibit 
that we are so fortunate to have in our district. I wish to record 
our appreciation for the co-operation and help received from all 
involved. Our reward was a great weekend enjoyed by all.

John L Goddard 
Trophy 2011
Words Mat Matthew  
Photo John Campbell

John Hurley, Nelson Branch Chairman Renault on loan from WOW museum.

VCCNZ 2011-12 Management Committee l-r: John Chynoweth, Julie 
Cairns, Rod Brayshaw, Dianne Quarrie, Kevin Clarkson, John Coomber, 
Michael Lavender, Tony Bartlett, Bob Ballantyne, John Foot. Absent: Frank 
Renwick and Betty Wallace

Proceeds from the Rover Raffle, Neil Farrer 
(left) and Keith Turner (Wanganui Branch).

Locomobile
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‘70s was the completion of the 1925 Renault 45 restoration as 
documented in Beaded Wheels 307. This car was allegedly timed 
at 115 mph in the hands of the late Peter Muller at the Renwick 
speed event during the 1972 Nelson International Rally. The 
latest restoration is the 1912 Hudson Gentleman’s Roadster, now 
complete and running. Once again it was George who bought 
the remains of the car many years ago. He sold it to Peter Muller 
but Peter couldn’t progress the restoration and George swapped 
Peter a Ducati to get it back. The photos in Beaded Wheels 
307 bear evidence as to the quality of the restoration. What is 
less known and documented is that George also carried out an 
immaculate restoration of a significant Post Vintage Norton in 
the late ‘70s early ‘80s. However, George sold the bike soon after 
it was finished. George’s interests in the PWV category have been 
confined to a couple of Valiant Pacers, mainly driven by his wife 
Joyce. Another overlooked aspect of George’s VCC career is the 
trucked 1928/9 Plymouth Four which was his shop hack until the 
‘80s. As documented in Beaded Wheels 307 George had his own 
business repairing radiators for almost 55 years and had worked 
for a time for Phillip Lewis, a pioneer radiator repairer who was 
responsible for building the Copper Car, an all copper-panelled 
body on a Dodge Four chassis. This car is now on display in the 
Southward Museum. The skills George acquired over many years 
can be seen in the radiators of many club members’ vehicles. In 
conjunction with the Southward family, a machine was developed 
to press hexagonal ends on brass tube and George and the late 
Des Chapman spent many hours making up tubes for radiators for 
cars both here and overseas. Two particular examples of his skill 
are the radiator in the Southward Museum’s 540K Mercedes and 
the radiator on the Auckland Branch Renault charabanc. The 
skills George gained during these endeavours led to the develop-
ment of a successful business repairing and recycling oil coolers for 
heavy earthmoving machinery. George gets a mention in a book 
about W Stevenson and sons, one of NZ’s largest contractors. 

George has never sought office within the Club but, as is 
documented in Beaded Wheels 307, he and his friends operated the 
barbeque at the Auckland Branch Hunua 100 rally for much of the 
‘60s. George has always been free with his knowledge and is highly 
respected in Hudson Essex Terraplane circles. In conclusion we see 
a man whose interests have spanned almost all categories of the 
Vintage vehicle movement in New Zealand. His restorations have 
always been to the highest standard and he has saved several very 
worthy vehicles. A final comment on his standards is this. During 
final assembly of the 1912 Hudson Gentleman’s Roadster a quarter 
inch misalignment of the front mudguards was observed. The 
proposer said to George “not to worry no one will notice”. George 
replied “I would notice” and eighty hours had to be spent to put it 
right. It would be hard to imagine a more worthy recipient of the 
Club’s highest honour.  BW

Don’t risk cooking YoUr engine
any car that struggles to keep cool or blows 
coolant out after runs, needs this coolant.

note: needle has done full turn and still not boiling at 300degf. 
(roy rowes V8/60 racing car)

try that with any other coolant!
• Doubles the boiling temp
• Never stops transferring heat from the engine 

to the radiator
• Total fill (no water)
• Long Life: harmless to all alloys, plastics, rubbers etc
liQuidintelligence 115 coolant $31.50 per litre incl. GST plus freight

For inFo – tecH tALks – orDers etc
PH 0800 46 33 46 AnYtiMe

email roylking@xtra.co.nz  www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

cooling system cleaner
a cooling system cleaner that actually works

scale deposits: Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer 
heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale 2mm thick insulates 
and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%.
blocked radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in 
the top of the radiator blocking the core causing further overheating.
liquid intelligence 239: dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling 
system, will not damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling 
system metal surfaces to inhibit further corrosion.

now AvAiLAbLe in new ZeALAnD
comes as a 2.2kg 
kit - enough to do 
30 litres (3 cars)
 $123.50
Including GST and freight 
anywhere in NZ

before

after

Locomobile A scene from the meeting.

 Beaded Wheels 13



Having rebuilt a number of these 
clutches over the years I am 
often asked for advice on what 

is required, I’m sure some of your readers 
have sent their clutch job off to a profes-
sional when they could have attended to it 
themselves. 

If you follow the workshop manual and 
the advice I am about to give, you shouldn’t 
have any problems. Problems occur from 
well-meaning advice from enthusiasts. 
Often this advice is at variance from 
normal practice such as bonding cork or 
band lining material to the plates. I have 
heard of cases where this has worked but 
there is a risk that the oil won’t get in to 
the friction plates quickly enough and they 
could overheat, or the air may not get in 
and they could vacuum together causing 
clutch drag. 

The corks are fitted through holes in 
the clutch plate or plates. On some motor-
cycles the corks are fitted sideways through 
oblong holes. If motorcycles have open 
clutches they work best dry. The primary 
chain needs lubricating (chain lube). If 
you get oil, chain lube or grease on the 
clutch it may become harsh in operation 
and grab when released. Wash parts, clutch 
plate and discs in brake cleaner. Most car 
clutches and later motorcycle clutches are 
enclosed and run in oil. Originally motor-
cycle specs recommended engine oil, cars 
SAE 20 straight mineral oil or half oil half 
kerosene in cold (sub zero) climates. 

If the clutch is slipping or won’t release 
it could be insufficient lever or pedal 
freeboard, incorrect oil (too heavy or over 
efficient) or pressure plate adjustment 
screws on a motorcycle.

Check adjustments, freeboard etc. 
Drain out oil, fill to correct level with 
kerosene and recheck. If this cures the 
problem drain out the kerosene and fill 
to the correct level with auto-trans fluid, 
Donnax TF or Dexron II or similar. It will 
lubricate the primary chain and the clutch 

(kerosene will damage the chain and the 
bearings).

To remove the gearbox on an Essex or 
Hudson, drain the clutch and unbolt the 
clutch cover from the flywheel. Remove 
gearbox and clutch as a unit. The clutch 
assembly is attached to the gearbox 1st 
motion shaft. The clutch cover has 4 pins 
that locate the clutch driven plates. Watch 
for spacing washers that may fall from 
these pins when you remove the gearbox. 
When dismantling the clutch note the 
location and shape/size of springs between 
all clutch plates and the cover.

The size of the replacement corks 
depends on how hard or soft they are. 
Original corks were parallel. You can now 
only buy tapered corks, try your local 
home brew supplier for these. Alternate 
the corks from one side to the other. This 
will result in a similar area on both sides 
when finished. Discard any corks with dark 
brown grain running lengthwise – they 
may split. The Essex 4 has 10mm holes. 
I fitted corks from 17mm down to 12mm. 
They went through over ¾ of their length 
to about 15mm diameter. The corks need 
to be about 50% bigger than the holes at 
the point where they fit. To install the 
corks soak them in boiling water for about 
half an hour to soften and keep them in 
hot water as you use them. You will need 
tongs to remove the corks from the hot 
water and you may need gloves to handle 
them. Some recommend oiling the holes 
to aid installation. I don’t do this because 
there is then a risk of them moving when 
being machined. 

Allow the corks to dry before 
machining. Check the manufacturer’s 
recommendation for thickness. Most 
motorcycles recommend 1/8" protruding on 
each side. Hudson – Essex recommend 
1/32" for most models; check the workshop 
manual. Fit wire of appropriate thickness 
between the corks as a guide. Hold the 
plate true in a lathe and cut the corks with 

a sharp blade, or for best results fit a disc 
grinder to the saddle and take a number 
of light cuts until the desired thickness 
is attained. I have heard of the clutch 
plate being mounted in a drill press for 
machining. It works but I have never tried 
it, so I can’t tell you how it’s done. Don’t be 
tempted to make the finished clutch plate 
thicker than recommended, you may not 
have enough pedal travel if you do.

Check the steel plates. If they have 
overheated they may be warped, dished or 
have localised heat spots and if there has 
been metal to metal contact they may be 
scored. You will need good second hand 
plates or have new ones made. Scored 
plates would cause rapid wear. While 
checking the plates check for wear on the 
driven and drive plate lugs or holes, and 
the pins and slots they engage in. Wear in 
this area could stop the plates separating 
when the clutch is disengaged.

Check the clutch springs against 
manufacturer’s recommendation if 
available. If not, check that they all have 
the same free length. On a motorcycle 
there are usually three springs. To adjust 
them first check that the studs in the 
middle of the springs are all the same 
lengths Screw the adjustment nuts in 
or out until they are all level with the 
ends of the studs. On some motorcycles 
this is the correct adjustment (check the 
workshop manual) or mark the nuts and 
turn them all the same amount from this 
point. Adjust them until the clutch just 
stops slipping when you kick the bike over, 
then tighten all three nuts two turns. Pull 
the clutch lever in and turn the pressure 
plate. This can be done with the kick 
start. It should turn reasonably true. If it’s 
a mile out, adjust one or two of the nuts to 
improve it. Don’t over tighten these nuts or 
the clutch will become heavy. 

 
 

BW

Sticking a Cork In It!

Guidelines for rebuilding cork clutches as fitted to pre war 

motorcycles, reel mowers and some early cars such as Essex and 

Hudson.

Words Andrew McClintock
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Although born in Wellington my earliest memories are 
from the West Coast in 1928 when my parents had moved 
to Hari Hari. As a two-year old I recall being grabbed by 

my nanny and carried from the house when the Murchison earth-
quake shook the Coast. My father was the resident country doctor, 
the only one south of Hokitika. 

Our car in the early 1930s was a five seat Sunbeam tourer with 
side curtain flaps and wooden spoke wheels. I recall trips over 
dusty roads to Okarito Beach, where we netted whitebait and 
collected shells. My sister and I would nestle in the warmth of the 
space between large front guards and the radiator. Sadly I have no 
photos of that car.

EARLY WEST COAST 
MEMORIES
Words: W A Bell

In January 1931 when I was four, Guy Menzies became the 
first solo aviator to fly a single-engined Gypsy Moth biplane 
from Australia to New Zealand. Almost out of petrol, he crossed 
the coast near Hari-Hari, attempting a forced landing in what 
appeared to be a safe paddock. In fact it was Dunton Swamp. 
The undercarriage sank, the aircraft flipped but Menzies escaped 
unhurt. My father carried me on his back across the swamp to 
view our first aeroplane close up. A memorial plaque beside the 
main road in Hari Hari now commemorates the flight.

Phyllis, our nanny, went on to marry Cecil, the driver of a 
big Leyland Cub. I often rode with Cecil and photos show him 
crossing boulder-strewn riverbeds with a load of large steel girders 
for the “new” Fox River Bridge at Weheka.

After a stint as Superintendent of Greymouth Hospital, my 
father went back to a solo general practice, this time at Lumsden 
in Southland. All of northern Southland was his patch; Mossburn, 
Te Anau, Athol to Kingston, Lake Road Construction Camps, 
Balfour and Riversdale, and down to Dipton West. 

By this time he drove a maroon 1933 Humber Snipe drophead 
coupe. It had a padded rear seat and wire wheels and its three and 
a half litre motor had overhead inlet and side exhaust valves. Huge 
mileages were clocked up in house-visits to farms and dealing with 
the local maternity home. It was also pressed into service during 
the 1936 Homer Tunnel avalanche disaster. In about 1937 or ‘38, 
the Humber was replaced by a new Hillman 14hp saloon.

All this time we kept in touch with Phyllis and Cecil, and later 
she sent the enclosed photo of Cecil’s truck, loaded with the 
fuselage of Capt. Bert Mercer’s “Air Travel NZ Ltd” plane 
(Beechcraft?) which crash-landed on Bruce Bay beach in 1942. 
Mercer survived unhurt. Mercer’s first New Zealand airline flew 
between Hokitika, the glaciers and Haast, having been established 
in December 1934. He was well known to my parents before we 
moved from the West Coast.

 
BW

Brake & Cable Specialist
FOR HARD TO SOURCE CABLES, BRAKE PARTS OR HOSES CALL THE SPECIALISTS

www.apexautocentre.co.nz

66 Killarney Road, Hamilton

0800 10 27 39
parts@apexautocentre.co.nz

▲ Cables – speedo, handbrake, accelerator, choke 

▲ Brakes – shoes, resleeving, booster overhaul
▲ Hose manufcturing – brake, braided, power steering 
▲ Brake cylinder resleeving
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No, not the tractors. I mean that 
squat nosed, cramped, derivative of 
the Ford Prefect. That perky little 

van closed or pick-up which apart from 
panting Jowett Bradfords, was about all 
there was in that market in the early 1950s. 
Page 13, Beaded Wheels No 257, brought it 
all back. There I was, reliving the first day 
of my motor apprenticeship to J J Craig Ltd: 
cartage and building suppliers of Auckland; 
operators of 80 trucks and, for some reason, 
40 cars. Among those “cars” were several 
Fordsons of the pick-up variety.

Hardly an hour into my time, Paddy, 
the third year apprentice, bundled me into 
my first Fordson, biffed in a big wooden 
box with a clumsy handle that immedi-
ately tangled with the gear lever and the 
‘orses ‘ed ‘andle handbrake, then sort of 
rolled himself in as well. Fool – he had 
put me in the driving seat. Never mind 
a Fordson, I had never before sat with a 
steering wheel in front of me, ever. I was, it 
seems, expected to drive this conveyance. 
Drive it to get the morning teas. Drive it 
now. Drive it I did. Well, sort of, and drive 
Fordsons I did (more and more skilfully) 
from that day forth each working day over 
the next ten years.

On that first outing, having decided his 
pupil needed to have more confidence in 
the capability of the vehicle, Paddy did the 
return journey. If you knew old Parnell you 
will know how behind Heard’s lolly factory 

the road fell into an abyss which was 
Ruskin Street. It disappeared beneath the 
bonnet, you bunted into negative ‘G’ and 
everything went up to Mach 0.9 before 
a short sharp rise helped the brakes slow 
things just enough to turn into St Georges 
Bay Road and home. After that I never 
doubted the Fordson; or that Paddy was 
pretty capable. Mad of course, but capable.

In time I could do it myself. That drop 
into space at full throttle was exhilarating.

I mentioned how Paddy did the 
“Fordson roll”. That is how the passenger 
gets into a Fordson. A sort of gymnast’s 
contortion where, with his knees rammed 
up beneath his chin, the left-hand sider 
scrunches aboard. There is virtually no 
passenger floor pan because the engine is 
offset to allow space for the pedals and the 
driver’s legs. If that all sounds a bit uncom-
fortable you are right. Fordsons also had a 
bench seat cramped enough with two. You 
must believe me when I say you could fit 
three men in the cab. Truly!

Two of them were drivers. Really! 
Driver one steered, throttled and braked. 
Driver two dealt with the clutch and gear 
lever. After all his right leg was tangled 
up with those of the other driver in his 
footwell. The gear lever was wedged rather 
intimately into driver two’s crotch where 
it was only fair to let him, and only him, 
stir the thing around. The passenger was 
knotted in somehow and goodness knows 

how the left hand door got closed. Briefings 
were needed if driver two hadn’t done 
it before, but an experienced team took 
it as a matter of course and a passenger 
with his eyes closed wouldn’t have known 
the driving was shared. In fact his eyes 
probably were shut anyway! No seat belts 
of course. They hadn’t been invented. 

That gear lever, short and sporty for 
those days, and unlike the long insensitive 
stick in the Prefect car, was very positive 
to flick around. The wee gearbox (only 
three speeds) could be stropped through 
racing changes. It even tolerated clutchless 
driving too. Paddy had it down to a fine 
art and he would hurtle out of the yard at 
full revs up all the gears then down again 
for the gate. One morning though, he 
didn’t. Perhaps the selectors were too quick 
for the interlocks. Suddenly Paddy had low 
and second all at once. We heard the skid 
as the back wheels locked. No crash. Paddy 
toddled back to get the crane and dragged 
the poor Fordson out of the gateway.

One of our Fordsons must have been an 
early model. The accelerator was between 
the brake and clutch. It sounds daunting, 
but it never seemed to cause the least 
problem. You could leap into it directly 
from a conventional layout Fordson and 
not even consciously think of the differ-
ence. Fordsons seemed mostly to be Ford 
10 tangled up with all sorts of bits left 
over in the Fomoco parts bins. I wonder 

FORDSONS
Words Don Gwilliam, photo courtesy of Ford 8 & 10 Enthusiasts Club (SI)

Don Gwilliam recalls being 
introduced to the ubiquitous 
Fordson while serving his time 
at J J Craig’s garage 1954 -1963
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if the final drive gears mentioned by your 
correspondent were in fact Model A Ford 
or V8? And there is another memory. That 
tin, ting, ting ringing rattle of a Ford with 
a broken drive-shaft pin in the torque tube. 
A Ford noise indeed.

When empty the Fordson pick-ups were 
fairly lightly laden on the back wheels. A 
bit of wet road and too much throttle soon 
taught you about unwinding a skid before it 
became a spin.

Having a Fordson swap ends in traffic 
was a heart stopper. Once you experienced 
it you started reading the road and feeling 
the vehicle with more than a bit of sensi-
tivity. Tramlines needed care too. It wasn’t 
only in the wet when tramlines could 
give you grief in a Fordson and not only 
by taking command of the steering. You 
passed trams on the left, if you could pass 
them at all that is. When the tram stopped 
so must you, so the passengers could move 
to or from the footpath. One day outside 
Tappenden’s in Beach Road and impatient, 
I got up to a tram which was about to stop. 
Full of the arrogance of youth I pulled out 
and passed it on the right. Only there was 
another tram coming the other way and 
I was on his lines. Trams had a big bell 
under the floor. A real clanger. I can hear 
it yet and see the shock on the drivers 
face; the dust pouring from beneath the 
tram; the steel wheels sliding locked on 
the gripless steel rails. With a thou – no a 
tenth of a thou – to spare I slipped through 
the gap between the closing trams. I didn’t 
stop. I told no one for years.

Our Fordsons were painted orange 
– except when it was time to paint the 
workshop pits. I would be despatched 
by Fordson to Industrial Gasses out 
near Otahuhu for a 44 gallon drum of 
whitewash. Our drum, and lidless! The 
early caution of the return journey was 
not always sustained so a sudden touch 
on the brakes would be rewarded with the 
gloop as a reminder as a great white carbide 
smelling slop would lap out of the drum 
and go everywhere and goodness knows 
where else. To trail the patchy orange/
white van home would not have been hard 
because the Fordson was generally laying 
its own white line on the road by the time 
I was going through Newmarket.

It is accepted that with its low gearing 
the Fordson was not very quick. At least 
if it was your own vehicle that could be 
how you viewed it. At 30 mph they bowled 
along, well sort of. If you were not the 
owner though, the full rev’ range of that 
game little engine could really be explored. 
Explore it we did, in all gears. I thought I 
could make a Fordson eat up the miles but 

my boots could not have been as heavy 
as those of Frank, our tyre serviceman of 
the time. I once had to call him out to a 
truck I was repairing north of Helensville. 
It seems hardly had I put down the RT mic 
than there was a distant fast screaming 
sound which was not a Vampire jet. An 
odd looking dot was rapidly growing as it 
belted towards us along one of those long 
flat straights. One Fordson at fever pitch, 
Frank at fever pitch – it was knock-off time 
– with one 9.00 x 20 wheel and tyre, which 
luckily had not bounced off the wagon. 
The odd looking dot? Yes it was a Fordson, 
but not as we know them Jim. The poor 
thing had been hastened along so much 
that the bonnets had come unclipped 
and were flapping wildly as if a bird was 
escaping from a cat. Sixty miles an hour 
I reckon. At least the open bonnet would 
have helped the poor old thermo-syphon 
cooling system. The tyre duly delivered, 
Frank spun the Fordson around, grand prix 
started away and faded within seconds, the 
bonnet still clattering and flailing

I suppose we had to do the valves soon 
after. I was always doing Ford 10 valves 
and if the Prefect cars were back breakers, 
Fordsons were nasty little beasts because 
of the lack of space. Ours all very smartly 
had a number two welding tip with a wildly 
excess oxygen flame applied to the inner 
guard and hey presto a big hole. Then, 
with the wagon jacked up, the wheel off 
and a two and a 15 feeler used go, no go, 
the tappets could be set with fewer access 
problems. Do you remember the split 
guides, dummy guides, guide removers and 
touching the ends of the valve stems on 
the special grinder to get a clearance? And 
the valve sucker on a really long dowel to 
save your back?

Yes it would be fun to be back in the old 
shop just one more time. Easy – swinging 
my loaded “sewing companion” tool box 
onto the Fordson tray, (I can barely lift the 
old box these days!) settling into the ever 
familiar non-adjustable cab, pulling the 
starter (no key switches then) and heading 
for some broken-down truck. Or is it Friday 
afternoon and I’m on standby call? The 
mechanics have stayed on with a few 
bottles. They have to get to the ferry (no 
bridge yet you see!) I bundle them into a 
Fordson and we double drive it to Quay St 
– with a couple of others sitting on the tray. 
No belts, no cops. Back to St Georges Bay 
Road past Paddy’s Puzzle, past Nestlé’s 
factory, into the yard, park the Fordson with 
the others. No need to take out the key, no 
need to lock up. The lube man with his 
oiling-up cart calls that the last truck is in. 
Time to go. Time to end this too. BW

Are you reading 
this magazine 
as a subscriber 

or a casual 
purchaser from a 

bookstand?
Did you know that if you were to join the 

Vintage Car Club then you would receive 

each issue delivered to your letterbox at the 

beginning of each second month (Feb, Apr, 

Jun, Aug, Oct and Dec) as a membership 

benefit?

Did you know joining the Vintage Car Club 

costs little more than you have been paying 

for this magazine and yet you receive all 

the other benefits of belonging to our great 

club? Including free advertising in this 

magazine. 

 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) caters 

for all motor vehicles that are over 30 years 

old but it is not a requirement to own an 

eligible vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 

membership application forms and details 

of your local branch or you may wish to 

contact the branch closest to you directly. 

They are listed on page 2.

Please note: Membership fees vary from branch 
to branch.



My first drive from Auckland to 
Warkworth along SH1 took 
place about 50 years ago. I was 

travelling to Kaikohe with first wife, first 
kid and first german shepherd in our first 
car, a 1938 Morris 14/6 sedan, a good, old  
albeit slow and solid car. No doubt her 
bones are still under a tree somewhere in 
Northland.

Today, it’s a very different road. Agreed 
it was mostly sealed then, but it’s taken a 
lot of lives since and I suspect that’s largely 
to do with higher-powered lightweight 
cars and over-confident drivers. I was 
conscious of all this because of the high 
degree of road marking giving guidance 
to modern drivers. That certainly wasn’t 
around in those days. I was again travel-
ling north and again in a slow and steady 
car, a diesel Nissan Terrano, again with 
another german shepherd. At the end of 
my journey was Mike Brown and his 110 
year old White steam car – as it turned 
out an amazingly pleasant and comfortable 
experience, compared to the last 50 years 
of internal combustion engines.

On the Road
Let’s cut to the chase, in principle a 

steam car has a lot going for it and certainly 
that’s true these days. You spin along on 
the tarseal, having normal conversation 
despite the wind noises, no doors, no 
windscreen and no roof so you’re available 
to all the little creaks and squeaks of the 
vehicle’s springs, plus the muted shuff-shuff 
of the steam doing its job. That shuff-
shuff-shuff is no more than a steady little 
footnote, only partially audible even in a 
quiet suburb on a standard workday.

On the full elliptic suspension, used on 
each of the four corners, we rode softly, 
pleasantly and very safely, even at about 
65kph. The hickory rods keep the front 
and rear tracks apart, and because of the 
flexibility of the hickory rigidity isn’t a 
problem – they’re reach rods, but acting 
rather like torsion bars. Consequently 
cornering is level and reassuring, and the 
ride is as you’d expect from a Hyde Park 
pram.

This car is mounted on pneumatic-
tyred, wire-spoked wheels, and its ride 
is quite different to the conventional 

1901 White 

Steam Car
Words & Photos Penn Mackay

This article was first published in New 

Zealand Classic Car in December 2006.  
Sadly the restorer, Mike Brown, has 

passed away but the White is a family 
heirloom and is in the hands of his son, 
Philip, of New Plymouth, who plans to 

steam it again in  
the near future.
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self-propelled carriage. Somehow the wire-
spoked wheels and the soft sounds of the 
steam engine make for a gentler progres-
sion along the smoothly sealed suburban 
street. Very gentlemanly travelling. Mike 
told me these steam engines give instant 
and total torque, revs have no effect, 
there’s no flywheel, no need for a gearbox 
or a clutch, everything is instantly on full 
power and more steam simply brings more 
piston strokes. There’s no need to get up 
speed to tackle a hill, these steam cars can 
go up at any speed you like – just by using 
more shuffs per minute.

No gearbox? Not quite true, there’s 
forward and reverse and … that’s it, same 
speed both ways.

Subtle Degrees
The subtle degree of control is where 

I really noticed the difference. A hand 
throttle turns on the steam, fine tuning to 
the extent that Mike seemed to be able to 
totally control the power strokes, allowing 
as little as one putt to propel a piston.

Next to the hand throttle is a turncock 
that controls the main burner (steam 

producer) and behind that again is the 
oiler, a clever device that inserts a fine 
mist of oil – not necessarily mineral, I’d 
guess – in with the steam every half mile 
or so. Two stroke steam power?

Steering is by tiller – RHD by the 
way – and the geometry is so simple and 
direct that this car will easily turn in one 
bite on your average suburban road, the 
tiller right angling to full arm’s length 
and then some. The contracting brake is 
on the diff operated by a foot pedal and 
niftily turns into a handbrake. Next to the 
footbrake is another small pedal that turns 
on the pump pressurising the fuel tank 
(monitored by a gauge on the dashboard), 
and this forces fuel to the combustion 
points.

Starting Procedures
You need to top up the water tank, 

91 litres, enough for 56km (30 miles) 
and according to Rollin White that was 
sufficient. “Who would want to travel 
more than 30 miles in a day?”

Naturally you also ensure that your 
fuel supply is topped up and pressurised, 

Mike uses the hose for the water and a 
modern compressor to pressurise the fuel 
tank, being careful to keep an eye on the 
pressure gauge on the dashboard. One 
hundred years ago he would have opened 
the valve and used a hand pump manually.

Now light the pilot burner. Let into 
the main burner, he comments that it’s 
like driving a big primus. Then open up 
the fuel, and that’ll preheat and then light 
the main burner and you’ll have steam in 
about 20 seconds. Nevertheless, you don’t 
start up simply to whip down to the super-
market to get a dozen beer. 

Mark you, if it had been in use and the 
pilot light left running you could do that 
at any civilised hour – say after 3pm.

The White was the best of the steam 
cars. Rollin White knew and understood 
Boyd’s law, which says it takes a lot of fuel 
to turn water into steam but little extra 
heat to double the volume of the steam. So 
the Whites ended up using half the water 
and a lot less fuel than anybody else, and 
won many endurance trials because they 
were so much more efficient.

Mike always knew that he’d restore a 

This article was first published in New 

Zealand Classic Car in December 2006.  
Sadly the restorer, Mike Brown, has 

passed away but the White is a family 
heirloom and is in the hands of his son, 
Philip, of New Plymouth, who plans to 

steam it again in  
the near future.
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steam car, and comments that he’s very 
glad it was a White that he got involved 
with.

Efficiency is also maintained by the 
steam temperature controlling the fire – 
the burner stays on until the steam is up to 
temperature, then a big thermostat turns it 
off – until the temperature drops, when the 
same system lights up again using the pilot 
light of course a pilot light that burns for 
eight and half hours on one litre. Whites 
never used a conventional steam boiler,  
which made me feel much more secure. 
Whites use a steam generator, which in 
1901 was cutting edge technology. Steam 
temperature is set to 427˚C and safety 
preset to 500psi.

Steam Generator
So what’s a steam generator? Inside the 

boiler-shaped drum is 100 metres of quarter-
inch pipe all neatly and tightly coiled. Cold 
water is pumped in one end by the little 
feed pump in the engine, and super-heated 
steam comes out the other end, injected 
into the cylinders to push the pistons. 
There’s no reservoir of steam, it makes 
it as it goes. I felt more relaxed straight 
away. On Pete LeGros’ steam Locomobile 
I was conscious of sitting on a boiler full 
of steam, and had to keep reminding my 
nervously twitching sphincter that Peter 
is a marine engineer with a steam ticket 
and, importantly, is sitting beside me. 
Cheerfully I asked Mike what was used 
to heat the water. At that point he got a 
big dodgy, having already woken up that 
this pensioner is a devout coward and 
commented that I didn’t really want to 
know. Turns out that concomitant with 
safe steam storage came a tank containing 
several gallons of petrol, lit with a match in 
the pilot light and then fed into the flame 
of the main burner that heats the water in 
the coils. Petrol provided the flame to heat 
the water so they make the steam as they 
go. Petrol plus naked flame! Erk!

Must be safe, I told myself, Mike is 
a very skilled engineer who happily uses 
petrol, even though kerosene amongst 
other flammables, would work. I didn’t find 
out whether he used 91 or 97, I guess either 
makes a good flame, not to mention a loud 
bang. Later he commented that there was 
no ignition switch to use if anything goes 
wrong. If the throttle link was to drop 
off there’d be no way of stopping. Mike 
said that if he said ‘jump’ I wasn’t to muck 
around! I think he might have been taking 
the Mickey!

Restoration
Restoration took about eight years. He 

had to fossick out lots of bits and make lots 
of bits, not to mention research like mad, 
including studying one in a UK museum 
and following up on five or six in the 
States, only one or two of which go. In 
total about 193 were built in 1901 and 
further 80 in 1902.

This one was pushed under a tree about 
an hour inland from Napier quite early in 
its life, so lost most of the wooden body. 
Luckily the engine was put into a dry 
loft. When Mike stripped it down there 
were still machining marks on the pistons 
rings, so clearly it hadn’t been driven far. 
Mike located many of the components and 
acquired others, and being a highly skilled 
engineer and toolmaker was able to make 
what he couldn’t locate.

He got the basics during the late 1990s. 
The son of the original owner pointed him 
in the direction of more pieces.

Rollin White
Rollin White, one of the three White 

brothers, was the brains behind the cars. 
His father was into sewing machines. 
White was accustomed to working with 
precision and using crowded ball races 
everywhere, so not only were these cars 
well made, they were also built with 
longevity in mind.

Rollin White’s secret ingredient was 
about coming up with control systems for 
the steam generator. The motor has two 
cylinders, with double-acting pistons and 
a crankshaft at 90°, so there’s no chance of 
you stopping it with dead piston pressure; 
there will always be one piston half way 
down a stroke. Apply steam and away she 
goes again, even on the steepest hill.

Pistons are set at right angles so that 
Mike likens the set-up to the driving 
sprocket and pedals on a bike, with the 
pistons working on the pedals, and a 
chain transferring the power to the diff. A 
two-cylinder double-acting steam engine 
has as many power strokes as a modern 
V8. Torque is on a straight line, open the 
throttle and response is instant.

Another brother established a company 
in Britain, and in 1901 streamlined one of 
the cars and went racing. During a 10-mile 
race he left the opposition out of sight, says 
a contemporary newspaper. Mike had his 
steamer running for five hours at a recent 
exhibition, and only used six gallons of 
water. 

There was only ever one of these in this 
country. Its cost new was $1,000.

 
BW
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John Edward Armiger 
Canterbury Branch

John Armiger grew up in Riccarton, Christchurch and went 
to Christchurch Technical College. On leaving school he served 
an apprenticeship with International Harvester Company as 
a mechanic. During those years he met up with the late Alex 
Shadbolt who ignited his interest in Veteran motor vehicles. It 
wasn’t long before John found enough remains of a 1915 Enfield 
and proceeded with its restoration. On completion the car was 
a regular entry on rallies throughout Canterbury. He joined the 
Canterbury Branch of the Vintage Car Club of NZ (Inc.) in 
1961. John attended the 1965 Haast Rally as back up marshal 
driving the late Alan Storer’s ute. In 1969 John transferred 
on promotion to Timaru and became a leading light in the 
South Canterbury Branch, culminating in his election as Branch 
Chairman. However promotion saw John and family transfer to 
Wellington where he became a member of that Branch.

One of his last projects in South Canterbury was to build a 
Curved Dash Oldsmobile pedal car and when it was completed 
this was raffled to gain funds for the branch clubrooms. Whilst he 
was in South Canterbury Branch, the late Jim Sullivan appointed 
him as the representative for Veteran vehicles on the National 
Executive. He was also the instigator of the first National Veteran 
Rally which was held in Timaru in September 1975.

The Enfield has shared her garage with many vehicles over 
the years, an Austin-Healey, MG B, Austin A90 Atlantic, Austin 
A40 Sports, Chrysler 52 roadster, and of course Louis the Renault. 
John’s current restoration is a 1904 French front Oldsmobile.

John has always been a very enthusiastic and supportive 
member of the VCC and was a member of the Committee for the 
2010 National Easter Rally held in Christchurch. For six years he 
filled the office of President of the Veteran Car Club of NZ. John 
is always free to give his time and advice to other enthusiasts.

Dale Conlon 
Nelson Branch

Dale joined the VCC in 1960 and took part in his first rally in 
Len Southward’s 1930 Bentley. He had his first Vintage machine 
given to him at 14, a 1925 CW Douglas, which he restored and 
got his license on at 15 and competed in his first rally three weeks 
later. He later used this in the first VCC National Motorcycle 
Rally in Masterton. It was this machine that Roger White saw 
Dale and his brother pushing down the road and invited them in 
to see the 1931 MG Midget he and his father were working on. 
This created a strong friendship that still exists to this day.

Dale’s first car was a 1930 MG Midget and this was used 
to obtain his car license. After a couple of years the MG was 
replaced with a 1923 Zedel and he also acquired a share in a 1926 
Ansaldo. The first Veteran acquired was the remains of a 1915 
Fiat 52B. He restored a 1914 Fiat Zero of Len Southward’s in time 
to compete in the Haast Rally. He also owned a 1950 Alvis and 
later inherited his parents’ 1928 Minerva. By now he had sold 
the Douglas and restored a 1931 Ariel Square Four which, fitted 

with a sidecar, was used as a second vehicle. He then bought his 
second “modern” collectors’ vehicle, a 1955 Mk 7 Jaguar from its 
original owner. This was soon followed by a very low mileage 1953 
model, also a one owner car. One was later traded down to a 1953 
Borgward. 

With the Pan Pacific Rally coming up in 1980 a 1927 
Studebaker sedan was acquired and restored as he now had three 
children to take. In 1989 a 1912 Fiat 52B was purchased and 
restored and used on the re-enactment of the first car to drive to 
Mount Cook Rally, Dunedin – Brighton and Prince Henry Tour.

Dale has also restored a 1900 Trimoto, a 1910 Brush, a 1910 
Flanders, a 1931 Ariel motorcycle, a 1918 LaFrance and a 1928 
Whippet coach. Currently under restoration is a 1912 New Pick 
which will be ready for the 2012 rally in Wanganui.

Ken Silke 
Nelson Branch

Ken Silke was originally a Nelson member of the Canterbury 
Branch of the Vintage Car Club. In September 1964 the Nelson 
section of the Canterbury Branch became the newly formed-
Nelson Branch of which Ken was founding member.

His first interest in old cars came after seeing the film Genevieve 
and this was further piqued by seeing vehicles taking part in the 
1958 Picton Rally and the Nelson Centenary Rally which was 
held at Trafalgar Park.

Ken has restored a number of cars including a 1903 Brown 
Bros, a 1927 Ford New Beauty, a 1937 Austin 7, a 1927 La Salle 
roadster and a 1950 Citroen Light 15.

Ken is an A Grade motor mechanic and had his own car sales 
business at Pages Garage. He retired 10 years ago. 

50 YEAR AWARDS 

L-R: Dale Conlon, Ken Silke, Duncan McClelland, and Nigel Price after 
receiving the 50 year awards at the National AGM held in Nelson, August 2011.
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Spares and Repairs Ltd 
Model T and Model A Ford (1909-1931) 

 

Formerly 
Veteran & Vintage Cars Ltd (Mangere) 

 
Veteran & Vintage Spares and Repairs stock an extensive range of new and used 

Model T and Model A Ford parts as well as general restoration supplies. 
 

Ask us now about our SWAPMEET SPECIALS and free give-aways 
 

Rebuilt Model A Ford Engines & Gearboxes 
New Kiwi made Model A Ford Exhausts 

Free Range Eggs..... (just ask....) 
 

T Y R E S 
Veteran   Vintage   Classic  

 

WE STOCK THE WORLD’S LEADING BRANDS 
Firestone   Lucas   Denman   Dunlop   Kelsey   Excelsior   Universal 

Equip your vehicle now from our large range of antique & classic tyres 
 
 
 
 
 

Owners:-  Errol & Linda McAlpine  
Generally open 7 days, but always ring before coming to visit our showroom. 

204 New Windsor Rd, Mount Roskill, Auckland 
 09 626 3141 or 021 119 3090

www.flatheadted.com

Professional workshop experiences in all aspects of 
mechanical and bodywork for your vehicle.

We specialise in modern technology upgrades to your 
Vintage Ford. 

Take a look at our products in the new  
FlatheadTed.com store.

Duncan McClelland 
Nelson Branch

Duncan McClelland joined the VCC in 1961 in Christchurch. 
His interest in old cars was started in the 1930s on a small farm at 
Southbrook near Rangiora where power for the firewood saw was 
taken from the rear wheel of the jacked up family car, a Model T.

Duncan commenced work as an apprentice mechanic at the 
Ford agent in Rangiora at a time when the 1949 V8, Consuls and 
Zephyrs were introduced and the older cars we prize as Vintage 
and Veteran today were being serviced as family cars

On his return from an OE to Australia in 1954 Duncan 
purchased a derelict 1912 BSA single speed and clutch hub motor 
bike and pushed it in the dark, flat tyres and all, to his parents 
home a quarter of a mile away. The bike was stored for some time 
before being restored in time for the 1972 International Rally to 
Nelson which Duncan and his wife enjoyed very much. Duncan 
rallied it extensively around Christchurch and Blenheim for years 
after.

The bike is 100 years old next year and has been in Duncan’s 
possession for 56 of these. 

In later years Duncan’s interests have been mainly swap meets 
and the rather slow restoration of a 1918 International Motor 
Truck, an Austin 1800 ute and a BMC mini diesel tractor.

Nigel Price 
Nelson Branch

Nigel was interested in cars from an early age and soon 
progressed to owing his own, a very original Top Hat Ford T. This 
interest was further stimulated by the very successful Picton Rally 
of 1958 and the first Vintage car event that he attended in 1960 
as passenger in a 1915 Ford Model T. He joined the VCC in July 
1960.

Nigel was living and farming in Sandy Bay when the Nelson 
Branch was formed in 1964. He later returned to Christchurch to 
become a founding member of the Banks Peninsula Branch. 

Although he lived in Australia for 10 years Nigel has always 
retained his membership of the VCC. During his stay there he 
motored his 1914 Prince Henry Vauxhall extensively including 
a trip from Darwin (down through the centre) to Adelaide and 
back to Sydney via Canberra as part of the 1988 Bi-Centennial 
Celebrations. 

Nigel has had a number of Vintage cars and motorcycles 
including a Veteran and two Vintage Model Ts, a Veteran 
Douglas, two Vintage and one Post Vintage BSA motorcycles, 
Chrysler 70, DR 70 Delage, 6A Ansaldo, short spring Chevrolet, 
Veteran A & C Type Vauxhalls, OD 23/60 and OE 30/98 
Vauxhalls and a Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost. At present he owns 
the Prince Henry, 30/98, Silver Ghost, 4¼ BSA and a couple of 
other more modern cars of interest.

Nigel says motoring older cars has given him many great 
experiences, entrees and opportunities to meet and motor with 
lots of interesting people and form many lasting friendships.  

BW
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Being an incurable vehicle person I 
asked the obvious question, “What 
model is it?” With glorious smile 

and more than a hint of mischief she 
replied “it’s a green one”. That of course 
brought the table to its knees with laughter 
while I sat with mouth agape wondering 
how I might best pursue the question: I 
decided that a ‘green one’ would have to 
do. The thing is though that that humour-
less interchange set me wondering about 
why we end up with the interests and the 
passions that we do. Why is it I wonder 
that I have now, and have always had, a 
passionate interest in things mechanical 
and absolutely no interest, or skills, in 
things electrical. Yet I am not a mechanic 
and have no training as such, so I think 
the interest and the passion derives from 
the things we grow up with and the things 
we see that somehow take our interest.

My father was a farmer and living in 
‘back blocks’, he had had to acquire a 
range of skills that he could make use 
of to keep farm machinery operating, 
and because that was a mechanical age, 
long before our current electronics age, I 
suppose my interest derived from watching 
him tinkering, exploring and fixing. 
The tinkering was encouraged when my 
brother and I became the caretakers of a 
very tired 1929 Austin 7. We were both 
well under the driving age but the farm 
offered a range of places for the learner 
driver as long as there was a vehicle to 
drive. The Austin 7, carrying the crudely 
painted name ‘Hector’ on its bonnet, 
did not go. Well it did, from time to 
time, when a pair of youthful and totally 
untrained mechanics managed to align 
the essential ‘go’ elements and persuade 
father, or anyone else, to tow us across 
the paddock until this distinctly unwilling 
carriage coughed grudgingly into life. It 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels  
and other things

Not so long ago we were enjoying a 

marvellous dinner with great friends and 

somehow, as it does, the conversation 

swung to cars. I am not sure quite what 

the context was but at some point the 

notion of desirable cars came up and 

one of our number popped up with “oh 

so and so has a Jaguar”.

never lasted long though, a few turns of the 
paddock or a flat out, 20 mph, sprint along 
the airstrip was enough for bloody Hector 
who would just fade out and refuse our 
further ministrations. Clearly we were not 
mechanics; we never did establish what it 
was we did that would encourage the recal-
citrant Hector to run nor what it was that 
decided the damn thing to stop. But the 
interest was driven by the goal of actually 
driving and that interest has never faded; it 
has just changed a little as time has passed.

Life moved on and I had to have an 
everyday car, and there was an endless 
parade of them, but it was the older sporty 
things that I really wanted. The first of 
that lot, about 1969, was a Morgan, rescued 
from a certain trip to the tip or crusher. It 
was pretty good but seemed to have lost 
track of its owner, and it just happened 
that I was in the right place at the right 
time and was able to secure it for the price 
of removal from its place of abandonment. 
A 1954 Plus 4, 4 seater with the 2 litre 
TR2 motor. I spent quite a few dollars on 
a refurbishment, engine overhaul, paint 
and had a lot of fun with it. I sold it after 
a couple of years in the pursuit of a big 
Healey and that was a mistake; I should 
have kept the Morgan. The Healey, a 
100/6, looked the part and made wonderful 
noises but it was a pig to drive, drank 
copiously and roasted driver and passenger 
with heat soak from that huge engine, 
and I rapidly tired of it. At about this 
time, when I was sick of being fried in the 
Healey, children happened on the scene.
Inconvenient really as that put an end to 
the sports car phase. To get around this 
problem I turned my attention to sporting 
saloons. Naturally enough Jaguar topped 
that list but being, at this time, a university 
student with children and a mortgage that 
didn’t seem to be an achievable option. I 
did though rescue a crash-damaged MG 
ZB saloon. I rather liked it and once it had 
been beaten back into shape and repainted 
it served rather well. I liked the walnut 
veneer dash and the leather upholstery 
and it was, with one exception, a very 
pleasant drive. The drawback was that 
the panel beater/repairer seemingly had no 
knowledge of cars, or just didn’t care, and 
had rebuilt the damaged front suspension 
with bits that fitted but did no favours to 
the MG. I never had the money to do it 
all again and that poor setup rather took 
the gloss off ownership of said machine. I 
did though like the Owen Palmer design 
so next up came a bigger Owen Palmer in 
the form of a Riley Pathfinder. I think I 
just liked the look of the Pathfinder and I 
got to own one through pure fluke. I saw 
this rather straight looking two tone black 

and maroon edition parked on the road 
side and in a rush of enthusiasm knocked 
on the door of the house it was outside. 
A fellow answered the door and when I 
explained my mission he almost fell over 
with surprise. He clutched in his hand a 
sheet of paper which he held out to me. It 
was the drafted advertisement, which he 
had been writing when I knocked, for the 
sale of his Riley Pathfinder. Amazing. It 
was a magnificent barge, absolutely ideal 
for two growing children to play rugby or 
cricket in the back and for Mum and Dad 
to occupy the front, quite out of range 
of the warring parties behind. The big 4 
cylinder motor impressed me and the large 
bench front seat with the gear change 
on the right between seat and door did 
offer certain romantic advantages. I was 
told that the rather convoluted set of gear 
linkages was always a problem and made 
gear changes a messy affair. That proved 
partly true but it took no more than a 
few hours underneath pulling the whole 
thing apart and reassembling with a few 
new bushes and properly tightened bolts 
to make it perfect. In the end though 
the barge got the better of me. There was 

little sporting about it and apart from the 
advantage of the huge cabin size and that 
big front bench, it afforded little long term 
pleasure. It had to go.

And so finally came Jaguar time: It was 
1978 and decent Mk 2 saloons were pretty 
cheap. I was resident in Christchurch at 
that time and came by a lovely dark green 
3.4 with ivory leather. It was perhaps a 
little jaded but very straight. It was glorious 
and I loved every minute of ownership 
of that car. But it didn’t last as within a 
couple of years I took up an overseas post 
and the Jag went off to a new owner. Pity 
really. Like the Morgan I should have kept 
it, but leaving a lovely vehicle stashed in a 
strange shed for an indeterminate number 
of years didn’t seem sensible. What was 
worse though was that exactly at the time 
the MK 2 was being sold the local corner 
garage owner offered me his XK 150 fixed 
head at a bargain price. Having to turn 
that down was tragic. Several years earlier 
while in Wellington, I had made myself 
known to the late and irrepressible Sybil 

It was marvellous sliding that howling 

beast around on its rather skinny  

SP radials and hoping like hell the other 

bloke wouldn’t overcook things and 

take you out…
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wE CAN mAkE CuSTOm RINGS fOR mOST
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Late model 3 piece oil rings now available
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NEw ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE Of pISTON RINGS fOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713
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Lupp and asked her to keep a look out for 
a nice XK 140 or 150 for me. That never 
produced anything so my despair at having 
to turn down the foregoing offer can be 
imagined. The number of years overseas 
became three and when I returned to 
Auckland, I had to have a Jag again. This 
time it was a dark navy 3.8 manual with 
tan leather and internals that had been 
lightly breathed upon. By this time we are 
in the 1980s and classic racing in New 
Zealand was gathering pace so I joined the 
fun with the Jag. It was marvellous sliding 
that howling beast around on its rather 
skinny SP radials and hoping like hell the 
other bloke wouldn’t overcook things and 
take you out, or that I wouldn’t make a 
horrendous mistake and ruin the lovely 
machine that I had to drive home. Well I 
didn’t ruin it but that thing ate its tyres at 
a frightening pace. A good day of racing 
at somewhere like Pukekohe would pretty 
much finish off a new set. My budget 
wouldn’t go anywhere near meeting that 
sort of recurring cost so I started casting 
about for something a little lighter but that 
would deliver the needed driving pleasure 
and came with style attached. Strangely 
enough the list of preferred candidates 
turned out to be Italian, all of them. I 
say strange because until this time, about 
1986, I had given very little thought to 
Italian classics despite the fact that I had, 
almost two decades earlier, owned two 
rather beguiling Fiat 850 Coupes: a Mk1 
with the little 843cc motor stuck in the 
tail and then the later model with paired 
headlamps and the motor some 60cc 
larger. They really were nice little sports 
coupes and I reckon finding and restoring 
one now would be worthwhile.

I almost bought a lovely Ferrari Dino 
246. It was cheap at around $20,000 and 
even though I could not hope to muster 
that many dollar, every instinct told me 
“find the dollars and buy that car ‘cos they 
are going to become rather expensive”. 
Well I had to bury instinct and, sadly, 
chop Ferrari off my Italian wish list. That 
left Alfa Romeo, Fiat and Lancia. I truly 
wanted a Lancia Fulvia, those beautifully 
engineered sports coupes of the early ‘60s. 
They might have been just a little brittle 
but they were gorgeous and went like stink. 
I passed up a 1300 in pursuit of the hot 
shot 1600 version but as luck would have it 
I didn’t find one. The Fiat 124 Coupe was 
ok but I thought not quite stylish enough, 
and that left Alfa Romeo.
 It must have been 1987 when my 20 year 
Alfa affair got started, but we’ll keep that 
for another time.

 
BW
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Words John Chynoweth 
Photos Bruce Hutton LPSNZ

On August 13 1904, the Buick 
Motor Company sold its first car 
typically with its valve-in-head 

configuration this was to be a trademark 
for nearly all Buicks until 1923. When 
the 1918 models had ceased production in 
July of that year Buick had manufactured 
a total of 480,995 cars. Walter P Chrysler 
was the president of Buick and for the first 
year Chevrolet sold more cars than Buick.

Buick introduced electric starting 
and lighting on all models in 1914, and 
manufactured its first six cylinder. The 
model B-55 had an output of 48hp from 
331ci. With several different size six 
cylinder engines in intervening years, in 
1918 they settled on a 242ci version of 
60hp which would last through to the 
detachable head models of 1924.

Our subject car is an EX-45 (four door 
five passenger touring), the most popular 
model produced that year. It has a 118" 
wheelbase and rides on 875 x 105 beaded 
edge tyres, whereas the domestic models 
had 34x4 tyres. These large diameter tyres 
and typical Buick cantilever suspension 
serve it well on the corrugated shingle 
roads not sinking into the hollows left by 

the modern traffic but simply travelling 
across the tops. 

This model was only available in Buick 
Special Green with black mudguards and 
radiator. On reading an article from the 
March April 1971 Antique Automobile 
which Buick fan Neil Rooney had located, 
I noted that the author W P Chalmers 
gave a substitute to match the original 
shade of green. This was the Du-Pont 
code 246-34871 for nitro cellulose paint. 
A quick call to my local supplier and an 
email to America resulted in a phone 
call some weeks later whereby they had 
matched this colour to modern type paint. 
The result being that this car is painted 
in its original shade of green but one must 
remember that all batches of paint were 
hand made and in 1918 the colour did 
vary a bit.

Like a lot of restorations now, this car 
passed through several owners each of 
whom either found a few more parts or 
started the mechanical reconditioning. 
The earliest history I have is that Charlie 
Fraser of Tokarahi bought a rusty collec-
tion at the Anderson auction on Hills 
Road, Christchuch in about 1980. 

They had been collecting Buicks from 
throughout Canterbury and Rob Ross 
can remember them coming to his farm 
and cleaning him out of Buick stuff. Rob 
bought a six cylinder Veteran Buick from 
Moody’s on the Methven Mt Hutt Road in 
the ‘70s and although we have no proof, it 
may well be this car. Just as well we have 
members of our Club who collect this stuff 
up rather than sending it to the scrap man 
as so often happens today.

When I bought this car from Neil 
Rooney in May 2005 it was languishing 
in the front of his garage. Neil had lost 
interest in this project as he had recently 
purchased a motorable H model Buick and 
Nonie was left wondering whether this 
pile of parts would ever make a driveable 
car. That day duly arrived in October 
2010 and we have completed 7,500 miles 
to date.

While the left hand drive versions 
had a centre gear lever, designers in their 
wisdom still thought that Buick drivers 
could only change gear with their right 
hand, so the gear lever was placed right 
in the door way which makes entry via 
the right door almost impossible. It’s much 

1918 
BUICK 

BEHIND THE WHEEL
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easier to simply slide across the large bench 
seat from the wide opening left door. As I 
am over six feet tall I made sure that 
there was enough room for me to comfort-
ably drive the car on long distances. The 
steering is particulary heavy at slow speeds 
and the turning circle is rather large. The 
clutch is very light and positive as this was 
Buick’s first year of the multi-plate which 
was to be used throughout the Vintage 
years. The gears change very smoothly 
and double declutching is only necessary 
when changing down on the move. The 
gear pattern is what has become the 
standard three speed with reverse to the 
left and forward, but can be confusing 
for a while after driving the later Vintage 
Buicks which have reverse to the right and 
forward.

The valve-in-head engine still has 
exposed push rods and rocker gear which 
needs frequent hand oiling with the oil 
can that sits on the firewall. The timing 
gears also have a separate gallery at the 
front of the motor and the level is checked 
via a plug. The oil level in the sump is 
checked via a petcock or the dial gauge on 
the left hand side of the sump.

Starting the car is simply a matter of 
turning the key to the left and pulling 
the ignition button out. This starts that 
familiar clicking noise of the over-run 
clutch at the front of the starter generator 
as the generator slowly “motors” so as to 
enable the starter pinion gear to slowly 
mesh with the flywheel ring gear when 
the starter pedal mounted on the firewall 
is depressed. With the motor bursting into 
life the generator now returns to charging 
the battery, regulated by the third brush 
system.

On moving off the first impression is 
that this car is high geared, and it is. 
With a diff ratio of 4.08:1 and those large 
diameter tyres 20 mph is easily achieved 
in first, 30 mph in second and a cruising 
speed of 50 mph sees the motor ticking 
over at 1930 rpm. It is a great touring 
Veteran. All this is fine but descending 
steep hills requires some planning. Brake 
drums are a rather small 12" with the 
familiar external foot brake/internal hand 
brake. The brakes work well but to get 
good engine braking means travelling 
somewhat quicker downhill than most two 
wheel brake cars in first gear. This quite 

often sees us stopped at the top of a steep 
decline just to give us a safety margin. 
Bluff Hill and the Otira Gorge are just 
some of the roads that we have travelled 
safely.

This is a car made to be driven. In 
January 2011 we drove to Whanganui, for 
the Burma Rally and a VCC management 
committee meeting. Then it was on up 
to Galatea to visit family and return to 
Oamaru. A great trip with wet weather in 
Wanganui it was a good test for the hood 
and side curtains. I am happy to report 
that it is waterproof although you won’t 
see the top up much unless it’s wet as it’s 
so much nicer with it down. Getting the 
car going well has not been without its 
problems due mainly to the motor having 
been put together before I purchased the 
car. The valve guides were still well worn 
and after several attempts I perfected a 
technique of installing a replaceable guide 
into the valve cages, which had been 
well worn during the engine’s life. The 
other frustrating problem to arise was the 
valve timing. At some stage a replacement 
camshaft had been fitted and although 
the timing marks were lined up, when a 

Words John Chynoweth 
Photos Bruce Hutton LPSNZ
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dial gauge was used I found that the inlet 
valves were 30° late on opening. Moving 
the camshaft two teeth on the timing gear 
rectified this.

With these attended to it was on to 
the test track; a run up to Ngapara from 
Kakanui which is a steady climb in itself 
and then up the hill climb road towards 
Georgetown. The first time I did this it 
was lucky to pull top gear to Ngapara and 
overheated badly on the hill climb. It was 
back to the drawing board. The radiator 
had been cleaned but I had heard various 
stories about putting a restrictor in the 
top hose to slow the water flow into the 
radiator so it would surge out the overflow. 
Checks on the water pump revealed it 
was very efficient and the radiator was 
clean inside. While not dismissing this 
theory completely I decided to recheck 
the ignition timing as it had been lacking 
power on that steady climb. At first I just 
dismissed it as being very high geared but 
had been told that these cars motored very 
well which clearly it wasn’t. With the aid 
of a timing light, the ignition timing was 
spot on the factory marks. I then threw 
that away and just moved the distributor 
to where the engine ran the smoothest and 
it had noticeably more power, an advance 
of over 10°. I remarked the flywheel for 
future reference, and checked that the 
automatic advance in the distributor was 
working correctly. 

Then back to the test track for a 
comparison, and what a difference it made. 
The car now cruised happily up to Ngapara 
at 40 mph, only got down to second gear 
up the hill and no overheating. As the 
engine ran in it steadily improved. We had 
one other serious problem when travelling 
to Greymouth in March when we ran a 
big end near Kumara. On getting the car 

home and dismantling the motor I found 
that the front bearing had run. Now the 
problem was to find out why. On removal 
of the pistons I found the top ring lands 
and gudgeons bushes were worn slightly in 
a motor that by now had only done 5000 
miles. It suggested perhaps a general lack 
of oil into the top of the motor. In the 
1918 model there is an oil pump located 
at the back of the motor driven off the 
camshaft. The four bearing crankshaft is 
pressure fed and the balance of the oil is 
then pumped through a sight glass on the 
dash to the dipper trays in the sump to 
splash feed the rest of the motor. A quick 
check of the pump revealed little room 
for improvement. Next with the sump 
resting on the bench I filled it with the 
recommended amount of oil and hooked 
up to my electric drill to see what was 
happening with the sump on a 6° forward 
slope. To my surprise I found that after 20 
seconds the oil pump started sucking air 
and stopped pumping soon after although 
it was still immersed in oil. The design of 
the screen around the oil pump meant it 
could suck air from the top of the oil as 
soon as the oil level was lowered slightly. 
This happens because the sump is divided 
into three compartments with non-return 
valves between each compartment, 
resulting in the oil being pumped forward 
leaving the pump dry and the trays not 
being replenished. The sight glass takes 
quite some time to show that there is no 
oil being pumped as it remains full and at 
a glance it is hard to detect whether the 
motion wheel is moving.

A check of the master parts list 
revealed a change in the part number for 
the 1919-23 models. Luckily I had a 1923 
motor on hand and the screen from this 
was fitted. It is of a simple flat design 

commonly used on engines even today 
and stops a venturi effect and sucking 
air. A check with the electric drill now 
revealed it took two minutes to empty the 
back compartment. Next I removed the 
non-return valve between the middle and 
rear sections so it would never run dry. My 
drill however was only running at 550rpm 
which equates to 1100rpm engine speed 
as it drives off the camshaft. One then 
realizes how quickly there would be a lack 
of oil under hard engine braking (in first 
gear) down a long descent like the Otira 
Gorge. I hope this may be of help to other 
early Buick owners.

I have learned a lot of new skills during 
this restoration and have to especially 
thank Rob Ross who has always just been 
a phone call away to discuss any problems. 
I like to think of him as my mentor who 
has given me encouragement to diagnose 
problems and “have a go” at repairs as 
they arise (like re-metalling the rods). 
I would also like to thank my partner 
Sharon whose skills were put to good use 
on the upholstery and hood. All the work 
done on this car has been done in our own 
workshop.

 
BW
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We have a winner!
Words Mark Jenkinson

For the past few years the HB Branch 
have conducted an annual fund raising 
raffle which has been drawn in conjunc-
tion with our Art Deco Rally. On a 
number of occasions the first prize has 
been a week in a holiday home in the 
Marlborough Sounds kindly donated by 
Mike and Eleanor Green. The Branch has 
included $650 towards transport and water 
taxi fares as the house can only be reached 
by water.

Earlier this year the raffle was won by 
Branch member Bill Mouat of Havelock 
North just after the second devastating 

Christchurch Earthquake. Bill approached 
the Branch and returned the prize along 
with a further $350 provided the prize 
went to a worthy Club Member affected by 
the Christchurch Earthquakes.

The Branch conducted a random draw 
of membership numbers with the Secretary 
checking them against the membership 
list.  After several attempts the number of 
a Canterbury Branch Member was drawn 
21372.

I rang Percy Smith and explained the 
situation and Mr Mouats request that the 
prize went to a club member or member of 
their family and after a breathless pause Mr 
Smith explained their house had just been 

condemned and they had been through 
quite a bit recently and he felt the prize 
would be a great tonic especially for his 
wife.

The HB Branch would like to thank 
both the Greens and the Mouats for their 
generosity and wish the Smith’s well and 
hope they enjoy the break.

This year a group of the Branch’s lady 
members have organised a special “girly” 
calendar with the odd Vintage Car and 
a few props thrown in. These are tasteful 
and professional quality 2012 calendars 
just the gift for any discerning enthusiast 
and can be purchased from our Branch 
Secretary.

VCC 
Rally 2012 

LATE 
ENTRIES

Entry forms available from 
your branch secretary.

For more information or to enter 
online to to

www.vccrally2012.co.nz
If you have completed online regis-

tration you will receive instant 
confirmation of your registration.  

If this has not happened, or you are 
unsure contact Neil on 06 343 628.

LATE ENTRIES CLOSE 31 OCTOBER 

No entries will be accepted  
after this date.

Standard
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North Otago member, Keith Perry, 
recently received his 50 year 
membership badge therefore it 

seems appropriate that I tell you about the 
1911 De Dion that has been in his posses-
sion for all of those 50 years plus a few 
more. The De Dion affectionately known 
as Ding Dong was one of the early cars in 
Waimate owned by Dr Pitts. Keith first 
saw the remains in a garage belonging to 
John Williams who was a cook in a local 
hotel. The vehicle was in a dismantled 
state having been pulled to pieces by a Mr 
Croft. The motor had been used to drive 
a garden tractor prior to John Williams’ 
ownership. The brake drum behind the 
gearbox was part of the chimney in his 
house and is presumably still there. It was 
Keith’s cousins, David and Russell McIvor, 
well known VCC members of Invercargill, 
who took Keith to Waimate to look at the 
remains. The back doors and back seat 
had been retrieved from Kurow where the 
seat had been put on castors and used as a 
couch. This had all happened prior to 1960.

John Williams then moved to Oamaru 
and the car was for sale for £100. Keith did 
the deal as well as the addition of the brass 
lights for £80. What arrived at Keith’s 
parents home looked just like two trailer 
loads of rusty metal. A clutch, motor, 
radiator and the front half of a chassis 
from another De Dion was collected 
from Invercargill and a back half for the 

chassis was found so now with some handy 
welding a complete chassis was available. 

The total restoration took eight to ten 
years. During this time the car was tempo-
rarily assembled to be displayed at a motor 
show at Oamaru’s Gillies’ Garage. 

Its first run was the 1971 Windsor Rally. 
Unfortunately it rained and the car still 
didn’t have a windscreen. There were 
magneto and gearbox problems but the 
Perrys being the intrepid motorists they are 
were undaunted, and a year later were on 
the Dunedin to Brighton Rally and in 1972 
were entrants on the 13th International 
Rally that finished in Nelson. 

When first restored the original motor 
was used, with the original steel pistons 
being tin plated and re-fitted. Some years 
later it was re-bored and new aluminum 
pistons fitted. 

As part of the 75 Years of Motoring in 
North Otago celebrations the De Dion 
was used to transport the then Prime 

Minister Bill Rowling and Mrs Rowling. 
The Perrys and their family have used the 
car extensively throughout New Zealand 
and still get a lot of pleasure from sharing 
their hobby with their grandchildren. 

In the last Brass Notes I wrote about 
the Mack Truck at the Richardson 
Museum. Also on display is a 1914 Stewart 
1 Ton Truck. This truck was built by 
the Stewart Iron Works in Cincinnati, 
Ohio and is thought to have only been 
in production for a year. This company is 
not related to the better known Stewart 
Motor Corporation of Buffalo, New York. 
The example in Invercargill is the only 
known survivor of the make and was 
bought by JBC Watt of Gore for use on his 
farm. The longest journey ever undertaken 
is reputed to have been from the farm 
in Waipounamu near Gore to Dunedin 
to collect a load of cased kerosene. Bill 
Richardson bought the truck from Mr 
Watt’s grandson in 1999.

A couple of years later it was the winner 
of the prestigious national concours trophy 
at the National McLean Veteran Rally 
held in Ashburton. 

Colin Pearce (as featured in The Way We 
Were last issue) has added a 1913 Sunbeam 
to his collection, this means he will have 
a 1911, 1912 and a 1913 to choose from. 
His new addition belonged to his brother 
and sat alongside Colin’s 1911 in the family 
farm workshop during its restoration in 
the ’60s. The 1913 was sold to Bill Leslie 
in Dunedin in 1975 and apart from new 
wheels and tyres remains much the same 
as when it left the Pearce farm. Colin has 

Diane Ross 
38 Keenans Road 
RD 2, Ashburton 
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

1914 Stewart 1 Ton Truck, Richardson Truck Museum.

The Perry’s De Dion being enjoyed by Amy, the 
third generation.
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Murray Toms’ 1915 Dodge.

done a check out on the gearbox and the 
motor is off to Invercargill to be checked 
over before painting and upholstery gets 
underway. 

Waimate Branch are trying to trace 
the history of the 1904 Oldsmobile, one 
of the early cars in their area, that now 
resides in the Southward Museum. It spent 
many years under a cover in the Waimate 
area prior to 1954 when it took part in 
a parade in Timaru. Does anyone know 
what happened next?

Also in the do you know category: a 
Southland member would like to know if 
the 1913 Singer featured in the February 
1988 issue of the Automobile is still around. 
The photographs in the article were 
taken in Pukekura Park, New Plymouth 
when a Mr Moller was the owner. This 
particular car was delivered new in 1913 
to Mr Christiansen of Hawera in South 
Taranaki. His job involved calling on 
cheese-making dairy factories buying 
cheese for export. The car was traded to 
the local Singer agents, HH Moller Ltd, 
for a new Singer Nine. At this stage it was 
tidied up and put in the car yard for sale 
and when it didn’t sell was given to the 
workshop staff to use for deliveries around 
town. The rear luggage section was cut 
off and a large wooden box fitted in its 
place. During this time the Singer was 
used in most parades around town and in 
an attempt to brighten up the old car it 
was painted red with white stripes to give 
a barber’s pole effect. Is it still around?

Murray and Val Toms, from Te Puke, 
not satisfied with just one Veteran Dodge 
have gone to extraordinary lengths to 
get a second. The 1915 Dodge tourer 
purchased from USA is one of the earlier 

versions and the Toms are using it to 
travel extensively in the States before 
bringing it home to New Zealand. So far 
the only hold up has been a cracked fan 
spigot. The latest news I have is the Toms 
and Dodge are about to leave the States 
after an almost trouble free run. The car 
reposed on a truck for the final 90kms 
rather than tackle the LA traffic. 

This year’s winner of the McLachlan 
Age Mileage Trophy competed for by 
Veterans from the wider Canterbury area 
is Tom Stephens with his recently restored 
Ford Model T. 

I hear Greg Elder’s Cadillac has fired 
its first shot this week; looking forward to 
seeing this car out on the road. 

Also in the deep south Alex McLennan 
has been doing some stocktaking and has 
decided he will never find enough time 
to restore his 1914 Briscoe project and he 
needs the space. The mechanicals are all 
there as well as an excellent set of wire 
wheels. 

While I’m thinking about Briscoes, 
Melville Reece has had the crack welded 
up in the head of his Briscoe ready for the 
new season’s motoring. 

Past VCC President Greg Terrill has 
joined the ranks of Veteran car owners 
with the 1912 Model T Ford that was 
offered on Trade Me. The car was last 
registered in 1985, all the running gear is 
intact and with it came new mudguards 
and running boards. In his usual efficient 
fashion Greg is half way through the 
rebuild.

I look forward to receiving information 
and tip offs to follow up; it all helps to 
keep the column interesting for readers. 
Don’t be shy, get in touch. BW

The Willys Overland Knight Registry is the 

world’s best source of literature on Sleeve 

Valve engines and the vehicles manufactured 

by the Willys organisation – Willys Knight, 

Whippet, Overland and Willys to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871

Phone 06 377 3064  
Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

New ZealaNd CHaPteR

Notice to all VCC 

members

Please advise National 

Office of any changes of 

address or sales/purchases 

of vehicles.
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I recently renewed acquaintance with my old 1924 ACE motor-
cycle and felt the following notes may be of interest to Beaded 
Wheels readers. The ACE is now owned by my friend Steve 

Raffills of Beachaven, on Auckland’s North Shore. He is a 
toolmaker and will build you a “new” 1920 Harley-Davidson racer 
– if you have the wherewithall. Last time I visited him he was 
building up a replica Brough Superior, the one with the so-called 
“Castle Forks” (really Harley-Davidson). 

There is sometimes confusion about the ACE and the 
Henderson Fours. William G. Henderson designed both the 
Henderson and ACE Fours, but the ACE was a separate make in 
its own right, and was never advertised as the Henderson ACE, 
as it has sometimes been popularly known. In 1927, it became 
the Indian ACE for that year, and then on was simply the Indian 
Four. The history of the Henderson and ACE is as follows. 

Firstly, although Henderson’s designs were by far the most 
important and influential four cylinders in American motorcycle 
history, it is with some pleasure I can record that the first four 
cylinder motorcycle to be manufactured in the USA was the 
Pierce Four of the famous Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Company of 
Buffalo, New York State. In 1908, Percy Pierce came back from 
Europe, where he had been successfully competing with his Great 
Arrow car against the finest European marques. He brought back 

with him a 1908 FN four-cylinder motorcycle. Pierce engineers, 
using the Belgian machine as a guide, produced their own four 
cylinder with numerous novel and original features, not a mere 
copy of the FN. For example, the FN had suction-operated inlet 
valves in an intake-over-exhaust arrangement, whereas the Pierce 
had all valves mechanically operated in a T-head layout like Pierce 
car engines. The Pierce had an advanced frame design using large 
diameter tubes which also formed the gasoline and oil tanks. 
Drive was by shaft like the Pierce Company’s own advanced 
bicycles in production since 1890, with both shaft drive and front 
and rear suspension! The Pierce Four bottom link forks were 
also unique, differing again from the FN. The two-speed gearbox 
had automatic clutch release as gears were shifted. Altogether an 
advanced design. 

The design won the Grand Prix at the Buenos Aires 
International Exposition in 1911, and the factory advertised it 
as “The Worlds Finest Motorcycle”. It was built in the Hanover 
Street plant which had produced the famous Pierce “Arrow” 
bicycles, favoured by many champion American riders such as 
Frank Kramer. Pierce-Arrow motor cars were now being built in a 
giant new factory on Elmwood Avenue.

Despite widespread success on the market, the Pierce Four 
proved too expensive to manufacture profitably and the factory 

Those Fabulous Fours  

“The Henderson Four is 
the last word in motorcycle 

engineering.”  
(Company brochure, 1922) 

Words Maurice Hendry,  
Photos Maurice Hendry, Steve Raffills

Author Maurice Hendry recently on his Ace motorcycle.
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closed down in 1913. Incidentally, the following year, FN copied 
the Pierce T-Head design, and ironically (during the 1920s) to 
emphasize their luxurious image, the ACE company advertised 
their own product as “The Pierce-Arrow of Motor Cycles”!

The previous year, 1912, the Henderson Brothers had taken up 
the four cylinder banner. The first design was a peculiar layout 
of 65" wheelbase, with the passenger sitting on the gas tank in 
front of the rider and feet on pegs fixed to the front wheel cover. 
This weird idea lasted only the first year of production. Although 
the standard pillion rider position was then adopted, Henderson 
retained the long 65" wheelbase for several more years. 

A notable achievement was the first motorcycle trip around 
the world, performed by Carl Stearns Clancy who rode his 
Henderson 18,000 miles through England, Scotland, Ireland, 
France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Africa, India, Japan, Hawaii, 
back to San Francisco, then across the USA back to New York. 
Apparently without serious trouble with his mount. During this 
time Hendersons were built in Detroit, Michigan and already 
were being exported worldwide. In February 1916, a Henderson 
with sidecar won the 20 mile handicap of the Pioneer Motor 
Club at New Brighton Beach, Christchurch, covering the 20 
miles in 24 minutes 45 seconds. The 1916 models eliminated 
the 65" wheelbase and were now 58". Engine was 1,000 cc and 
speed of the stock roadster was 70 mph. In November 1917, Ignaz 
Schwinn of Chicago, added the Henderson to his Excelsior Motor 
Manufacturing & Supply Company line of Excelsior big V-Twins, 
known as The Big X. Manufacture was moved from Detroit to 
Chicago. The tank transfer now appeared as a large red X with the 
name HENDERSON across it in gold letters. The 1919 series was 
known as the Model Z, indicating the last year of this basic design. 

Late in 1919 the new Model K Henderson was announced. 
A completely fresh design of 80ci (1,300cc), all side valves, full 
pressure lubrication via drilled crankshaft (first in motorcycles) 
heavier frame and forks, bigger 27 x 3.50 tyres, fully enclosed rear 
chain, Timken bearings and Packard cable throughout, a lavish 
specification. 

Ted Hodgdon, advertising manager for Indian, wrote that “the 
new K would run reliably, fast and cool and as faultlessly as any 
automobile on the market.” Top speed was over 80 mph. Hodgdon 
added “never in the history of the American motorcycle has the 
popularity of a brand increased as rapidly as did the Henderson 
Four in the years 1920 and 1921.” 

Rex Brittain wrote in the London Evening News: “It is the 
VERY THING for the man who appreciates mechanical excel-
lence, tranquil motion, great power and lightning acceleration, 
One expects something out of the ordinary in a machine which 
costs over £200 and in the case of the Henderson I must say that 
YOU GET IT!” 

The engineer responsible for the new K was Arthur Lemon, a 
colleague of William Henderson at the Detroit Henderson plant. 
He moved to Chicago when Schwinn took over Henderson. 

The 1920 Henderson K, and its successor the 1922 DeLuxe 
model, said Ted Hodgdon, “set records for long distance, high 
performance and endurance, proved winners, with high speed and 
reliability ... set entirely new standards never before reached in a 
four cylinder motor cycle engine.”  

Roy Artley rode one on a California board track for 300 miles 
averaging 77 mph and a one hour continuous run at 80 mph. A 
Police model was demonstrated by Paul Anderson at 98 mph in 
Chicago, and later to the San Diego Police at 100 mph, resulting 
in Police orders by Chicago, St Louis, Los Angeles and other big 
cities, along with State Highway Patrols. The standard engines 

delivered 28 bhp @ 3,400 rpm with cast iron pistons and were 
guaranteed to do over 80 mph. Lynite alloy pistons were optional 
at $25 extra for hi-compression versions. In May 1922 Wells 
Bennett rode a certified stock Henderson for 1,562 miles on the 
Tacoma board speedway, averaging 65 mph for 24 hours. The 
engine was not souped and performed faultlessly. Transcontinental 
and Canada-USA-Mexico records all fell to the Henderson at this 
time. 

In 1925, a new “low-frame” version was introduced with a lower 
saddle position, and 3.85 inch balloon tyres. This was the model I 
owned for several years, its previous owner being Maurie Hockley, 
brother of my lifelong friend and mentor, the late Geoff Hockley. 
This was the one motorcycle Geoff admitted to me as “superior 
even to a Harley-Davidson.” I recall riding to a motorcycle meet 
in Ashburton organised by the Vintage Car Club, accompanied by 
Geoff on his Harley. A standing-start sprint had been organised, 
and Andy Anderson in the grandstand had been loudly predicting 
over the public address system how I would slaughter all the other 
motorcycles. But at the start, I was left standing by the other 
machines. Forgetting we were all on damp grass I had given the 
“Hen” full throttle in low gear. Result, I sat spraying grass and 
getting nowhere fast – much to the mirth of onlookers, Andy 
included! However, I backed off on the throttle and still managed 
to catch all the other competitors as they were going over the 
finish line in a bunch. I also recall Percy Lunn of the Christchurch 
Traffic Department, admiring the Henderson at the time. Percy 
was a big beefy cop who used to cruise Christchurch streets on his 
Ariel Square Four, leering at all the lovelies on the sidewalk. He 
should have been on a big Police Harley, as he certainly looked the 
part. In fact one day he admitted he would like a Harley 1200. 
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Later, I sold the Henderson to Alan Brehaut of Timaru, where 
it remains today in his hands, still in near - original condition. 
Incidentally, the Christchurch Traffic Department had 28 patrol 
officers, mostly riding Triumph Speed Twins. Some of them 
were noted competition riders in their day. They also gave riding 
instruction to learners on a proper course. While stationed in 
Blenheim during 1958-61 in my career as engineering draftsman 
for the old Post and Telegraph Department (now Telecom) I 
acquired the ACE mentioned at the start of this article, so some 
notes on the ACE are appropriate. When Arthur Lemon was 
given the job of designing the new K Henderson, the Henderson 
Brothers left American Excelsior (The Big X) and set up the 
ACE factory in Philadelphia with Max Sladkin as their financial 
backer. He was a successful bicycle maker with ambitions in the 
motorcycle field. The ACE, of 1,265cc (75ci) was a development 
of Henderson’s earlier designs with inlet over exhaust valves, and 
was different in these and other respects from the contemporary K 
model Henderson. With experience of both marques, I can say that 
the X-Henderson was superior in both design and manufacture, 
and I note that Erwin Tragatsch in his great book, Encyclopedia 
of the Worlds Motorcycles states “according to experts who knew 

American Fours, the big Henderson was the finest of them all.” 
Nevertheless, the ACE was quite successful and admitted by Ted 
Hodgdon as ‘’the more glamorous of the two.” (But he was an 
Indian man, and Indian eventually acquired the ACE.) 

Although the ACE broke records, sold world wide, and to 
many Police Departments, its years in the 1920s were marked 
by tragedy. On 19 December, 1922, while out riding one of the 
new 1923 models, accompanied by factory colleagues with a 
sidecar, (fortunately) William G. Henderson was struck by an 
irresponsible youth in a car. He suffered a fractured skull and died 
in hospital. Ted Hodgdon said, “Thus passed one of the worlds 
greatest motorcycle designers – a man whose creations are still 
treasured by enthusiasts fortunate enough to own and preserve a 
Henderson or an ACE produced from his designs.” At this time, 
Thomas Henderson left ACE for a separate export business – 
possibly because the ACE association made for sad memories of his 
honored and famous brother. 

This concludes the story of the Henderson Brothers, William 
the designer and his elder brother Thomas who handled the 
administration of his companies. Their work continued in other 
hands.

 
BW

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS
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RALLY UPDATEVCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540 info@rally2012.co.nz

Standard

̋NŌ MuRI PūKENga KŌ Mua PūaWaI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

Entries To Date
Currently we have over 600 entries for 

the rally with over half of those being 
non-competitive. The final close-off for 
entries is the 31st of October 2011.

Wobbly Wheel
Make sure that you catch up with 

Wobbly Wheel either by asking for it to be 
sent directly to you or by looking at it on 
the website. This is the first International 
rally that has produced the rally newsletter 
prior to the commencement of the event 
and the comments coming back are that 
it is certainly well received by those who 
have viewed it. If during the course of 
the rally your Branch wishes to publicise 
an event that is coming up, we can do 
that through the Wobbly Wheel but you 
need to make sure that the information 
is supplied to our editors prior to the rally 
commencing.

RALLY DATES 

Monday 16 January -  
Friday 27 January 2012

Monte Carlo Route Instructions
These are now complete and will be 

available to be downloaded from the 
website closer to the rally start time. 
Thanks to all the branches who have 
helped with the checking and compiling 
of the route instructions and also to the 
North and South Island Club Captains 
who have helped to co-ordinate this. 

Entertainment
As previously stated we have obtained 

the services of a professional musician and 
organiser who is completing the music 
arrangements for both the evening indoor 
venue and for the outdoor garden bar 
entertainment. Some of the main acts 
have now been confirmed and we hope 
to have all the main acts finalised by the 
end of October. Of the main acts so far 
we have:

A big Rock and Roll night with 
supporting cast.

The Australasian acclaimed Beat Girls 
– for the Swing/War era of music and 
entertainment.

Roseneath Rag Time Band with 
supporting artists. Hailing from 
Wellington, the band is a step back in 
time to music that filled the watering 
holes and dance halls of New Orleans in 
the 1930s and 40s. 

Final Night of the Proms, based on the 
British Final Night of Proms concerts, 
comes with supporting acts.

Alan Webster, a top Country and 
Western entertainer from Australia with 
Joe Martin, top New Zealand steel guitar 

artist and other supporting Country and 
Western artists.

Once the final entertainment schedule 
is put together it will be published on the 
website and in Wobbly Wheel. Entrants 
will be encouraged to wear appropriate 
clothing where possible.

Manfeild Pomeroy Event
The flow of entries for this optional 

event increased markedly after the revised 
format and entry criteria were announced 
in June. The organisers will accept entries 
up to 31 October so it is not too late to add 
this to your Rally Programme. See About 
the Rally/Registration Form Information on 
the website or ask your Branch Secretary 
for details.

Bruce Hutton qsm, fpsnz
Rally Director

The address bar of your internet browser is at 
the top of the screen and if you use Internet 
Explorer the page will look similar to this.

To find the VCC Rally 2012 website 
type the website address into the address 
bar of the internet browser on your 
computer. www.vccrally2012.co.nz

Final Acceptance Of Entries 31st October 2011.
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Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST. 
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates. 
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members. 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. 
Phone 03 332 3531, Fax 03 366 0273.

DISPLAY RATES
 Casual 3 Issues 
  (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR SAle
“THE RIGHT HAND DRIVE MODEL A FORD” BOOk.  
Now in printed form or still available on a CD. 
Compares RHD to LHD differences, and differences 
between USA and Canadian manufactured cars, 
body and engine numbers, plus lots more. 90 close 
up pictures. All in colour, A/5, semi hard cover, 
flat spine. $38 post paid anywhere in NZ or email 
modelabooks@xtra.co.nz   MEM

1 NEW PAyEN 194 COPPER HEAD GASkET  late 
Plymouth 4, 29 to 32. mod U, PA, PB. Dodge truck 
1933 UF10 or UG 30.  $50. Would swap for earlier 
Chry Maxwell 4 Payen 1480 gasket. 5 new Victor 
104 copper head gaskets for pre 1914 Maxwell 
$30 ea or $50 lot. Phone 03 4737585 or email 
marcray@slingshot.co.nz.  MEM

1 SET TyRE CHAINS,  new, 475/500, never been 
used, $140. Simms mag N type SF41, good 
condition, $500. Simms 89028 SR4X mag, $250. 
Both mags giving a good spark. Phone Ray 
Shearman 03 960 4448 evenings.  MEM

1924 PRAM –  restored, 1929 Fabric - original 
factory condition, 1930 Box – restored, 1936 Ruby 
– restored. All with personalised plates except the 
Box. Phone 03 338 8771 or email dsmac@ihug.
co.nz   MEM

1935 HUDSON COUPE,  8 cylinder, with dickie seat. 
Partially restored, body is on chassis. Further work 
is required, some assembly, painting and interior 
work is needed. Also includes all the necessary 
parts, and could include a number of spares and 
accessories. Vehicle is situated in Wellington. 
Email: paulgrumpenmeister@gmail.com for more 
information or phone, evenings on 027 494 9304.  
 MEM

1950 (?) FORDSON 10 LIGHT TRUCk  rear axle 
assembly complete, torque tube, axles, crown 
wheel and pinion, brake drums etc. $100. Phone 
Jim Madgwick, Matamata. Phone 07 888 0772  MEM

4 450X18 LUCAS TyRES,  $500. 4 525-550-600x17 
Firestone heavy duty tubes $40. Both been on rims 
but not on road. Phone 04 293 3768.  MEM

5 X 19" X 5 STUD WIRE WHEELS.  71/8 Hub cap, lock 
rings, hub caps, one needs eight spokes, one needs 
minor repair. $1,200 for set. Phone 07 333 2726 
a/h.  MEM

AUCkLAND VCC MOTORCyCLE SECTION  after-rally 
swap meet. Clubrooms, Fairfax Avenue Penrose 
Auckland. Sunday 13 November 2011 opening at 
9am 

ALLDAyS AND ONIONS 1904 20-25 hp. New chassis, 
new springs, new built radiator. Gearbox, diff, 
housing, front axle with hubs. Chassis 12’9” long. 
No body. For the engineer type person. Alldays 
Onion Badge. $4,000 for all parts. Phone Tex 021 
0245 7984, Tauranga.  MEM

AUSTIN MAXI 1973,  Triumph 2500 1974 $5,000 or 
near offer for the lot or Austin 7. Phone Timaru 03 
684 3390.  MEM

BSA C10 & C11,  trailer load of parts, 1 frame 
complete with wheels, tanks, motor parts for both, 
gearboxes 3 and 4 speed, 2 carbs, etc. Offers? 
Phone Jeff 03 352 0471. ryansrd@globe.net.nz  MEM

caRBURETTOR RE-cOnDiTiOning — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

DiSTRiBUTOR PaRTS anD SERVicE 
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish.  
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum advance Units.  
MEcHanical FUEl PUMPS REPaiRED.  

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed. 
Contact Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa,  
Manukau City, 2576. 

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

DRiVESHaFTS DRiVESHaFTS DRiVESHaFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

FIVE 650 X 16 6 PLy TyRES,  suitable for a vintage/
classic vehicle. 2 brand new re-tread tyres @ $250 
each, 2 near new tyres @ $150 each, 1 tyre used, 
warrantable @$100. May sell separately if required 
or only $800 for the lot. Phone 021 078 4755 or 03 
322 8924.  MEM

BMW 700 2 CyLINDER 1962 EX. CONDITION.  BMW 
Isetta swap for Messerschmitt 200. NSU Ro80 1971. 
Lloyd Alexandra. DkW 3 cylinder Junior. Dodge D11 
genuine 1939. Graham Brothers truck 1928 original 
2 owners. Morris Comercial truck 1926. Mercedes 
180 petrol 1955. Mercedes 180 diesel 1955. Austin 
A40 1952. Austin Champ and Gypsy. Several Horse 
Drawn vehicles. Most vehicles in storage 30-50 
years, in unrestored condition. Inspection welcome. 
Reasonable offers, contact Brian Rankine, 06 357 
5706 or btr@actrix.co.nz.  MEM
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FOR SALE. CITROEN LIGHT 15 PARTS,  front 
suspension assemblies, wheels, steering racks, two 
bonnets. Model D parts, bumpers, wheels, hub 
caps, bonnet, one motor and gearbox, early 4 cyl. 
side valve engine. Two apple bins of parts will be 
scrapped if not sold. Any offer to Bruce at 06 843 
6717. Alison.bruce@clear.net.nz.  MEM

PEnRiTE OilS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff,  
S.U dash pot and water pump grease.  
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VinTagE EnginE SHORTBlOcKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VinTagE WOOD PROBlEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

ValVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS 
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

PEnRiTE EnginE cOOl anT   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PiSTOnS FOR VinTagE anD claSSic EnginES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372.  
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

gOT ViBRaTiOn PROBlEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

RILEy 4/72 1964.  This is a lovely car that just needs 
a few minor jobs to get on the road all nice interior 
motors well. Grey over white, a list items to be 
done supplied. Phone Mel 03 426 1433 Cell 027 433 
7298 car in South Otago $1800 firm.  MEM

DRy SUMP Oil PUMP,  fits crankcase in original 
pump position on air cooled Volkswagen motor. 
Offers. Tachometer circa ‘60s Smith Black face 
4½ eight cylinder impulse type, $200. Jaguar 
factory workshop manual, 1.5, 2.5, 3.5 1946-1948 
exceptional condition $100. Jaguar workshop 
manual (Scientific Publications 1961) Mk1 2.4, 
3.4, Mk2 2.4, 3.4, 3.8 exceptional condition. $50. 
Phone Don 03 541 9391.   MEM

Call us for a free no obligation quote.  
See our back page ad for details.

HUBcaPS – any problems contact me 
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New york Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

I AM HAVING A CLEAN OUT  – Parts for the 
following: Morris Commercial Motor and Gearbox 
(LC5/7). 51 A40 Devon, 51 MO Oxford, 53? 
Vauxhall Wyvern, P76, Triumph 2000. Most of the 
above cars very rusty. Contact Gavin 03 482 2485, 
021 222 7918. PO Box 1168 Dunedin

MORRIS MINOR 1951  genuine convertible. Body 
partly restored. Doors,guards,boot-lid. Has had new 
steel welded in. Garage stored for 30 years. Lots of 
spares. $2,500 ono. Phone 04 388 8832.

ORIGINAL PILOT RAy LIGHTS  one produced for 
the Cadillac car plus other both 8¼ dia plus two 
7 dia heads. Model T NOS truck rims 32"x4½ 23" 
tyre. Other driving lights. Parting out Veteran 1918 
Oldsmobile. Lots of 1929 Oldsmobile parts. Updraft 
carbs Marvel, Stromberg, Johnston, Schebler. 1928 
Stutz parts. Original Motometers for Paige, Allen 
plus standard ones all made by Boyce. Veteran 6V 
coils. Petrol cans Big tree, Shell. Could be other 
parts available not yet found in shed. Phone Len 
Harvey 09 576 8599 or email beaconview8@xtra.
co.nz

RILEy RM PART LEFT OVER  odds and ends from two 
restorations. I can supply all new parts for all RM 
models at cost price. Plus exchange rebuilt w/pumps, 
thermostat housing with 87º thermo, horn/indicator 
units, technical and advise on restoration problems 
or where to buy some parts direct including tyres. 
Phone/fax James 09 428 1075.  MEM

VETERAN CAR AND MOTORCyCLE LAMPS,  also gas 
generators. Some one make sets. Clearance of bric 
a brac, motoring books, programmes, magazine. 
Phone Ron 03 435-009, at Canty Swap Meet, site 
180.  MEM
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VINTAgE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.
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FRee adveRTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members wishing 
to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at  
Marketplace Beaded wheels,  
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141  
deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our august/September issue is 10 
July 2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

•	 advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. while every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• all free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a vCCNz member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 

foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include Sae for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 wANTED  fOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 wANTED  fOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels. 
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

vCCNz Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Non-vCCNz members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)

Card Expiry date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

20" 1929 cHEVROlET  5 wheels 6 rims 4 chrome 
discs 4 hub caps. All good condition $1,000 the 
lot. Phone Ron 027 493 4962.   MEM

a VERy ORiginal 1947 FORD Jail BaR PicK 
UP,  with low mileage, never been restored, still 
has dealer’s sticker on dash. Body is very straight. 
Motors extremely well, uses no oil between 
changes. Has recent new clutch, 4 new tyres, 
receipts available for work done. Will have new 
warrant of fitness when sold. $24,000 ono. Phone 
03 544 1751  MEM

VinTagE & claSSic QUaRTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 
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1935 cHEV STanDaRD.  Reg and wof. Older 
restoration in very good condition. Regretfully I 
don’t have time to use this lovely car. Comes with 
a variety of new and used spares.$15,000 ono. 
Phone 03 318 8999 creamerclan@xtra.co.nz  MEM

TWO cHRySlER cHaSSiS 1928.  Other parts, 
6 cyl. motors circa 1925~7, gearboxes, wheels, 
axles, steering box and wheel, bonnets. Parts 
located at Napier. Urgent disposal. Contact Brian 
at 027 443 6009  MEM



FRee adveRTISING*

1935 PlyMOUTH cOUPE  Baby boomers’ special. 
Wanting something different for 2012 Wanganui 
Rally? This car will stand out in any lineup. Drive 
with confidence. Current Reg/Warrant/vehicle ID. 
Personalised plates DAD’S35. Phone 027 602 4420 
or 07 888 5798  MEM

1935 FORD y  2-door. Fully restored, in excellent 
condition. Personalised plates, FORD . y Done 
10,000 miles on fully reconditioned motor. Reg 
& WOF $11,000 neg. Phone Peter 07 863 6320 
(heaps of spares).  MEM

1948 cHEVROlET TRUcK  Very tidy. Reg & Wof. 
$20,000 ono. Phone 03 434 5103, 027 434 5102. 
 MEM

1930 cUSTOM cHEVROlET cOUPE.  Universal 
series AD NZ body built by Munt Cotteral Neilson 
Wellington. 6 Cylinder engine 26hp. Two previous 
owners current owner has had for 33 years. 
Many spares. Genuine expressions only $30,000 
registered and warranted. Phone 09 416 9306. 
 MEM

RaRE 1963 HillMan SUPERMinX  factory 
convertible. Original NZ papers and plates. 
Excellent all round condition. Reg and warranted, 
a sweet runner for the summer and ready for 2012 
rally. $18,500 ono. Phone 06 368 4893, lpt@
slingshot.co.nz  MEM

STEEl SiDEMOUnT TyRE-cOVER,  2-section 
complete, and good condition. Marque application 
unknown, likely 1930s. Would suit up to 18" 
wheel. Diameter 30 1/8 x 6 (76½ cm x 15cm) What 
offers. Phone Dave 06 323 8340.  MEM 

1927 ROEScH TalBOT 14/45 aD  with Darracq 
open tourer body. Original car, alway registered 
and warranted since new. Those with genuine 
interest are welcome to apply for further 
information. $45,000 firm. Contact Peter & Marg. 
Phone 03 578 6165.  MEM

1934 WillyS 77.  Three owners, 45,000 miles. 
Some spares. Fully restored and ready to rally. Reg 
& WOF. Asking $8,000. Phone Mike 03 308 6285. 
 MEM

MOTORcyclE PaRTS MaDE TO ORDER.   
Tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Presently we are fabricating a tank for a 1915 
Rover motorcycle. Call us and see how we can 
help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691, 027 
330 9581, email daviescw@live.com Shaun Davies 
Qualified Coachbuilder. 

MODEl a FORD  Reconditioned Short Block.Rebored 
with new pistons & rings (best quality), adjustable 
tappets, hardened exhaust valves & seats, excellent 
white metal in mains & rods, to correct tolerance. 
Block has been surfaced. Can be seen at Canty Swap 
Meet, Oct 7-8 Phone Jack 03 352 6672 or 0274 322 
041 Chch. $3850 gst inc. freight additional.  MEM

1936 ROllS-ROycE 25/30 RiPPOn 
cOacHWORK  Owned by the late Lin Bowman 
dince 1970. 87,000 miles. Very good condition. 
Reg and WOF. Full history. Expressions of interest 
phone 07 883 2875  MEM

aUSTin 7 SPEcial,  VIC & VIN, Road registered, 
Built with competition in mind rather than 
touring. Start haggling at $12,000. Please contact 
Steve Sharp, e-mail steves@surveyor.co.nz for 
description and photos. Car is near Pukekohe and 
can be viewed by arrangement.  MEM

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz
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RESTORaTiOn WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder. 
Woodwork, panel and fabrication work for all 
Vintage, Veteran and Classic cars and Motorbikes. 
For all your restoration requirements phone  
Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581 
or email daviescw@live.com

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

FOR SalE 1929 aUSTin 7 Van.  Reluctantly for 
sale due to ill health, this beautiful van needs a 
new home. Excellent restoration. $15,000. Phone 
Ian and Glenis 03 732 8344  MEM

1939 BUicK cOUPE cOnVERTiBlE.  Approx. 
60% body off restoration. When completed will 
look like photograph, of this extremely rare 1 of 
only 2 originals ever imported into New Zealand 
in 1939. Believed to be 1 of 8 now left in the 
world. What offers above $60,000 as is where is, 
in Christchurch. Email ftrust@slingshot.co.nz or 
phone 021 078 4755.

1966 FORD MUSTang SPRinT 200 c4 aUTO  
Sauterne Gold in colour In good all round original 
condition (plenty of patina). Reg and Wof. Has VIC 
$28,500 ono. Contact John nobes@xtra.co.nz or 
027 265 2829.  MEM

1931 RilEy 9 SPEcial.  Rebuilt motor and 
gearbox run in, oil filter conversion, twin SU 
carburettors, reconditioned magneto ignition, 
hydraulic brakes, high ratio rear axle, mechanically 
sound, current WOF and registration. Phone Mike 
Stanley 03 526 7760 . Nelson.

1938 BUicK SPEcial  convertible coupe. Model 
46C. Valve in head 4028cc straight eight. Special 
series, valve-in head, straight eight. Exceptional 
4-passenger coupe with 2 opera seats. Completely 
restored 1985, this rare car has been lovingly 
owned & maintained. Exc. cond interior/exterior. 
$85,000 Phone Ray 07 573 6547, 027 573 6547 

MaXWEll 25 1916  2 Door Sedan, four cylinder 
2600cc. Beautiful ‘glass case’ restoration. An 
opportunity to own a superb and rare vehicle. 
Boasts an attractive exterior inc dumb irons, 
interior features wood panelling and glass divider. 
An historical gem and great on-road performer. 
$62,000. Phone Ray 07 573 6547, 027 573 6547 

1972 MERcEDES 280SE  Economical 3.5 fuel 
injected V8. Auto trans. Power steering disc 
brakes all round. Stainless exhaust system and 
badge bar. Sunroof, cream upholstery. Immaculate 
condition. Pics on request. $22,000. Phone Joe 07 
544 1941, email scott.jj@clear.net.nz.   MEM

1954 HillMan caliFORnian  Photo taken 
when car was originally purchased from Te Puke 
Vintage Auto Barn. Some restoration work carried 
out but owner has died. Will be sold with another 
for spare parts. Registration alive. Very good 
project. $4,500 Phone Ray 07 573 6547, 027 573 
6547

1930 ciTROEn c6F SalOOn,  2.5 litre, 6 cylinder, 
rhd, rwd, rare English assembled model. Full 
no-expense-spared restoration completed 1998, 
reg, wof, reliable, excellent condition throughout. 
$30,000 Phone Jim 07 856 0191  MEM 

1937 STanDaRD Flying ninE  Reg on hold, 
unrestored, very good condition. Shed stored last 
14 years. Motor runs beautifully. Last rallied in 
1992, 74,077 miles. Lady owner. $5,500. Phone 09 
433 9962 evenings.  MEM

1950 FORD PREFEcT  Older body off restoration, 
mech. rebuild and full interior. 100E motor, radio 
and heater. Current Reg & Wof. Mech. spares 
available also. $5,500 ono South Island deliver 
possible. Phone Stan 03 439 5653 or email 
Solved@netspeed.net.nz
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4 kNOCk ON WIRE WHEEL SPINNERS WANTED  to 
fit Jaguar splines reasonable condition also one 72 
spoke 15” wire wheel suitable for a spare. Phone 
03 208 6479 after 6pm.   MEM

10 ESSEX MUDGUARD CLIPS  that hold back guards 
to body. Rugby Model M, bottom half windscreen 
frame and spare wheel mount. Also have Rugby 
parts to sell or swap. Phone Graham 07 308 7683 
or 027 477 3731.  MEM

1913 SWIFT 2 CyLINDER  Information and 
carburettor, magneto, radiator. Any parts. Phone 
Andrew 027 611 6225, steamer.boy@gmail.com 
 MEM

1928-30 DODGE BROTHERS,  19” rims, Felloe 
bands and clamps, also 1928 DB Fast 4 Carburettor 
throttle body with throttle. Phone Ian 03 5476 377 
or email sarahkm@xtra.co.nz

1950 TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD COMPLETE FRAME, 
 front guard, rear guard or rear 500mm of rear 
section, rear no plate bracket, petrol tank to repair 
bike damaged at National Motorcycle Rally at 
Oamaru. Pre swing arm Speed Twin or Tiger 100 
parts suit. Consider rolling frame or parts bike. 
Phone Ian 03 418 0606, ianwilma@ihug.co.nz

815 X 105 BEADED EDGE TyRES.  Prefer Dunlop 
with the Chevron tread. Must be in good useable 
condition. Phone 03 489 8704 or easttaieri@
yahoo.com  MEM

AUTOCyCLE THROTTLE CONTROL.  Villiers RH 4 
inch lever. Phone 06 838 8543. Mike Little   MEM

CHEVROLET 1934 MASTER COUPE.  Seat and 
mounts, glovebox door and lock, cowl vent parts, 
headlamps and support bars, tail lamps, trunk 
handle. Chevrolet 1939 Coupe. Locking exterior 
door handle. Phone Chris 03 351 1084.  MEM

CHEVROLET 1937 SEDAN,  badge for radiator grill, 
or complete grill with badge. Glovebox lid. Phone 
Errol 03 579 1495, 027 483 7822, errolmorrion@
xtra.co.nz

CyLINDER HEAD FOR A 1935-39 DAIMLER  OHV 
20hp or 24hp Wanted. Phone John 09 409 3835 
email jcosborne@xtra.co.nz  MEM

FRONT AND REAR MUDGUARDS  for an Essex car 
preferably 1929. Phone Eric on 03 217 4053.  MEM

HOLDEN BANJO DIFF RATIO 3.08  in good condition. 
Holden ignition switch wanted to suit E J part no 
on switch 7410632 has 4 spade terminals. Phone 
Maurie 07 345 6540

HyDRAULIC BUMPER LIFT JACk WANTED  
suitable for raising and lowering the deck on 
a car transporter trailer. Phone Jim Madgwick, 
Matamata, phone 07 888 0772

J TyPE OVERDRIVE AND GEARBOX COMPLETE  suit 
Hillman Hunter 1973. Phone 04 563 6199   MEM

MOTO GUZZI GALLETTO AE  information and parts 
needed for restoration. Phone Mark 03 545 2457 or 
email pallas@ihug.co.nz

OLD MOTORCyCLE OR SCOOTER WANTED  for 
restoration project, anything considered. Phone 
Mark 03 545 2457, pallas@ihug.co.nz

SET OF SEATS ’29-’31 CHRySLER,  Dodge, Chev, 
Graham Paige etc. Phone 07 333 2726 a/h.  MEM

PARTS WANTED.  1936 Chev front seat adjustment 
mechanism, rollers etc. Phone Howard Porteous  07 
888 7596.  MEM

PONTIAC MODEL 6-27,  the early two wheel brake 
type. I would like to hear from anyone who owns, 
or has owned, one of these cars or who knows 
of the whereabouts of any surviving parts for 
these.  Also want a kingpin set for this model. The 
four cylinder Chevrolet uses the same kingpins. 
Mark Dawber, 678 Marshland Road, Christchurch 
8083, Phone 323 9121, lmdawber@clear.net.nz.

PRE-1982 250CC 4 STROkE ROAD MOTORCyCLE.  
Must have self starter and must be in good 
condition, Auckland area. Phone 09 296 5193.  MEM

RENAULT DAUPHINE 4-SPEED GEARBOX  (type 
318), complete or damaged box or parts required 
to repair existing gearbox. Phone 09 298 0599, 027 
297 5354, garmey@xtra.co.nz  MEM

SPLIT RIMS FOR A 1925 DODGE TOURER.  20 inch 
wheel with wooden spokes. Phone 04 5691 227 or 
027 304 7473 or email leahymcgreevy@clear.net.nz

STUDEBAkER COMMANDER GB 1928  rear axle 
assembly or diff head, anything considered. Also 
‘29 PRESIDENT gearbox and engine ancillary parts, 
generator Delco 955C distributor Delco 668C, 
flywheel housing #156192, water pump, fan hub 
and mount. Anything considered. Phone 07 575 
9868, email jato.king@slingshot.co.nz Fergus.

TRIUMPH HERALD  steering column complete with 
switch gear and shrouds, column clamp. Phone Don 
03 541 9391.  MEM

VALIANT 1966 VC.  Tank unit part no C2790253, 
also heater. Phone Tony 09 537 2172.  MEM

VINTAGE CAR 1919 TO 1931 RESTORED  or good 
original. Sedan, tourer or roadster 6 or 8 cylinder. 
Good for long distance drives. Phone 04 5691 227 
or 027 304 7473 or leahymcgreevy@clear.net.nz

WANTED - ANy RESTORABLE MUDGUARDS  for 
1919 to 21 Maxwell, rounded smooth type, not 
square edged vet type. Also scuttle and bonnet 
for same. Phone 03 473 7585 or email marcray@
slingshot.co.nz   MEM

WANTED 36 CHEV ½ TON  Truck front bumper. 
Phone Colin 09 534 1456   MEM

WANTED FOR 1928 CHEV NATIONAL:  aluminium 
bonnet fire wall beading. Also wanted to buy or 
borrow a set of hand throttle and advance and 
retard linkages. Contact John Dix 027 286 4302, 
Picton or Email dixies@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

WANTED FOR BUICk 1924 4CyL  Pair headlight lens 
8” (or similar) email taylorkb@extra.co.nz or ph 
03  443 1748.  MEM

FRONT OF BONNET,  bug deflector, bought as an 
accessory when I was a lad. Also a roll of chrome 
tape. Phone 06 353 7749 collect.

TR4A OR TR6 WANTED  in good to excellent 
condition. Phone Robert Patton 07 579 2609, 
mobile: 021 445 520, robert@patton.org.nz

WANTED TO BuY

caRBURETTOR DESPERaTEly WanTED  A 
1928 Morris Oxford S U type H.V. or a Morris 
Smith single jet, Model H.k.M.C. to complete 
restoration of a 1925 Morris 20 cwt truck. Phone 
kevin Whitham 09 834 6181.  MEM
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lOOKing FOR TWO BOlT cROSS OVER 
gEaRBOX  for 1913 Alldays Matchless V twin 
motorcycle, and contact with other owners 
worldwide, also still need BSA model k rear hub 
and Veteran Triumph parts. Phone Chris on 09 533 
8050 email taylorhq@xtra.co.nz   MEM

FiRESTOnE TyRES 4.50 - 19  with tread-pattern 
as in photo, for my MG TC. Good for road use or 
as rear-mounted spare. Phone Monty 03 344 3080. 
Email claxtons@ihug.co.nz  MEM

MiD THiRTiES MOTORcyclE TOOlBOX  as 
shown in photo. Condition not important but must 
be restorable. Information regarding a source or 
reproduction would be appreciated. Phone Wally 
06 758 1991, New Plymouth.  MEM
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E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St asaph St, christchurch, NZ. phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, ReV CoUNteRs, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit ANY iNstRUMeNt to ANY  

tRANsMissioN etC. fULL seRViCiNG & RepAiRs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded Wheels

trade 
dIreCtory
Connecting enthusiasts 

and professionals 

around New Zealand.

Contact us today to list 

your business here.

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates 
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92 

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146  
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171  

First published in 1973.  
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS 
Magazine Australia

• beaded wheels trade directory • beaded wheels trade directory •  
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•  

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science
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caMBRiDgE RacEWay, caMBRiDgE 
Sunday 20 november 2011 

gates open 7am

ORganiSED By: Waikato Branch of Vintage car club and 
Waikato Vintage Tractor and Machinery club

FOR EnQUiRiES anD SiTE inFORMaTiOn cOnTacT 
Ph les Webster 027 227 4954 or after 6pm 07 887 4954

WAIkATO VINTAGE 
SWAPmEET

3RD DECEMBER 2011  Gates open 6.30am (Swap Meet)  8.00am (Car Show)

40 Masons Road, Albany ( off Medallion Drive)

Adults $5.00  Kids under 12 Free
Sellers $5.00

and

North Shore Vintage Car ClubNorth Shore Vintage Car Club

Over 100 cars on display!

• Vintage  • Classic  • Hot Rods  • Motor Cycles
Show Cars by 

Invite Only

NORTHLAND VINTAGE CAR CLUB
WHANGAREI

invites V.C.C members to participate in the
23rd NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE RALLY

15-17 FEBRUARY 2013
and After Rally Tour 18 - 22 February 2013

FURTHER ENQUIRIES
Graeme Dawson

Phone 09 434 7215
email gndawson@actrix.co.nz

Lawrence Hillier 
Phone 09 434 6457

email northland@vcc.org.nz

Peter West-Hill 
Phone 09 438 1392

email west-hill@clear.net.nz

or write to:  
PO Box 17 Whangarei

or email northland@vcc.org.nz

GORE VINTAGE CAR CLUB

JOSEPHVILLE HILLCLIMB
27 NOVEMBER 2011

Scrutineering from 9.30am first run 11am

Run under the Vintage Car Club Speed Event Regulations. 
Driver must have Vehicle Identity Card, NZ Historic Racing 

Licence, current VCC Membership Card, VCC Vehicle Log Book. 
One practice run, four timed runs.

Hill is located about 6 miles south of Lumsden on SH6.  
Hill is two lane tarseal. Disused part of SH6.

Bring your own lunch. Entry $25

EnquiriES to  
Alex McLennan 03 202 5868 or Stewart quertier 03 208 7932 

SWAP MEETS & RAllieS

NBS 150th ANNIVERSARY TOUR
15 – 20 March 2012

Incorporating Westcoast Branch – ‘Scenicland Rally’

The Tour will start in Nelson and visit all six of the Bank’s Branches 
from Nelson to Greymouth and return to Nelson.

entry is open to all VCC eligible vehicles; join us to celebrate the  
150th Birthday of NZ’s ‘OLDEST BUILDING SOCIETY’ 

NelSON BRaNCH Sponsored by Nelson Building Society

For Information & Expressions of Interest contact:
Jim & Kyra wareing  
Ph 03 544 9998  
jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz

Ron & Jan Johnson  
Ph. 03 547 7469  
ronandjan.johnson@gmail.com

SOuTh OTagO BraNch

40th AnniversAry 
CluthA rAlly

12 November 2011

Join us for a great rally and help 
celebrate 40 years of great rallys 

in our area.
entry forms phone ian 03 418 0606

See you there!
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58th D unedin-B righton  
Veteran Car Rally 

Otago Branch
Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 January 2012

An interesting and varied day’s Veteran Motoring and field 
events are planned for the Saturday followed by a dinner in the 

evening.
On Sunday morning there will be a run to Glenfalloch Gardens 

for Devonshire Tea and prizegiving. 
For further information and entry forms contact Tony Devereux  

Phone 03 4811 903 Email: tonydevereux44@gmail.com
or Vintage Car Club of NZ Otago Branch Inc. PO Box 5352 Dunedin. 

SWAP MEETS & RAllieS

ANNuAl
eAST cOAST RAllY

WAiTANgi WeekeND 
4 – 6 FeBRuARY 2012

Enjoy the local attractions on Saturday,or join us for an 
arranged visit followed by a BBQ meal, nog and natter at 
Watchorn’s motor museum, Awakeri on Saturday night.

Rally proper on Sunday (includes touring class).
Catered meal and prize giving Sunday night.

Farewell cuppa Monday morning.

enquiries: Rally Secretary – lorraine Stock
Ph 07 3087890 email alan.lorraine@clear.net.nz

The easTern Bay  
of PlenTy Branch

burt munro 
motorcycle show

25-26 nOVEMBER 2011
OTaTaRa cOMMUniTy Hall

SOuTHlAND BRANcH

Approx 80 Vintage motorcycles and a display 
of 3 wheeled vehicles. 

Also visit our clubrooms Ariki Ave Otatra after 
4.30pm on the 25 and 26 where we will show 

you Southland hospitality.
contact: Russell McIvor phone 03 217 8481 

or 0274 354 315
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 AVVCC Annual Motorcycle Rally 
and Swap Meet

11 – 13 NOvEMbER, 2011
Now into its 31st year, the motorcycle section of the Auckland Veteran and 

Vintage Car Club has organised another great event for this weekend. Departing 
from the North shore this will be a great day’s motorcycling. This will be followed 
by a dinner and prize giving on Saturday night with the swap meet on the Sunday. 

This is one you can’t afford to miss.
For an enrolment form please contact 

Graeme Crawley, Rally Secretary 09 524 9255 evenings.  
graeme.crawley@kiwiplan.co.nz Entries close 5 November 2011

AUCKLAND BRANCH 

50th
Anniversary 

Celebrations
12-13 November 2011

A rally 
A posh afternoon tea

Cavalcade of cars
Dress Up and a  

Celebration Dinner

Register your interest now or send for an entry form 
at vcc.naki50thrally@yahoo.com

entries Now open

contact Secretary: Des Moore 
438 Carrington Street, New Plymouth

Phone 06 753 4620

tARANAki BRANCh
2012 Australian 

NATIONAL VETERAN TOUR
Ipswich, Queensland 

 12 – 19 September 2012
The tour is based at Ipswich, less than an hour west of Brisbane. Why not 
join us for seven days of doing what Veteran motorists and motorcyclists 

like best –  touring and socialising.
We anticipate that some 150 Veteran vehicles and crews will be taking 

part in this wonderful week of historic motoring.
Download an Expression of Interest form from our website and send it 

back to us so we can keep you updated with regular bulletins.

Contact details
Organising Committee Chairman,  

Trevor Farnell 
 +61 7 3200 3432

Downloads and information
www.vccaq.org
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Ashburton  Diane Ross
Even as I write with snow all around I 

know the eager beavers will be out in their 
sheds working on their restorations, 

John Lovett is up to the panel stage with 
his Austin A40 truck. This will be a mate 
for the one he and Jeanette already use that 
took them on their honeymoon in its newer 
days.

Good progress can be seen on the 1935 
Dodge belonging to John Watson. The 
running gear is almost done and work on 
the body continues. 

The Oakleys have another project. David 
is getting stuck into the 1925 Hupmobile 
he obtained recently in Rangiora. This 
addition has necessitated the stretching of 
his shed.

Donald Williamson has added an 
original 1928 Chev Truck to his collection. 
Donald and Carol live in a historic Mid 
Canterbury property and the latest project is 
to turn one of the old sheds into a Vintage 
garage and workshop. The truck has been 
made roadworthy but left as original as 
possible to compliment the display. 

Les Bennett’s 1947 KB1 International 
is looking very flash with its new coat of 
paint.

On Gary Hawke’s 14th birthday in 1972 
his father gave him the family 1929 AJS 
motorcycle. Two uncles had owned it before 
passing it on to Gary’s dad. The last time it 
ran was in 1970. It lives again as Gary has 
just finished a very nice restoration and 
hopes to have it complianced and on the 
road in the next few weeks. 

Not such good new is that the Branch 
Parts Department has been broken into 
on several occasions recently despite an 
updated security system and other deter-
rents. The committee are left wondering 
just what to do next. 

Auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
Twenty-eight Auckland bikes attended 

the Northland Wet and Wild Rally and 
Neville Olsen and Gill Stephens came 
home overall winners. Monthly meetings 
continue to attract good numbers with 
interesting guest speakers. It is rumoured 
Peter Alderdice has put many kilometres 
under his belt riding a British bike in India 
and also fell off.

The branch Renault Charabanc, 
Angelique, has had a hood made and fitted, 
to protect its crew from the sun, and maybe 
the odd light shower. The job is an excellent 
one and credit to all the crew who helped 
pull this together. Welcome to new members 
Russell Forrest and Elizabeth Flowers who 
have a 1910 Hupmobile C20 Coupe.

There was a good turn out for our 
annual combined club run with North 
Shore, mainly P60 with the odd Vintage. 
July’s club run also had a good turn out. 
Midweekers visited Glenbrook Vintage 
Railway and a West Auckland property.

We were given an excellent summary of 
what the International Rally Committee 
have planned for Wanganui and it seemed 
to be what was needed to tip a few more 
members off the fence and filling out their 
entry forms.

Welcome to our other new members this 
month; Gary and Patricia Asplin, with a 
1937 Austin 7 Ruby, 1970 Austin 1800 
ute, 1970 Austin Mini 1000 and a 1970 
Wolseley 18/85.

The commercial section spent a very 
interesting morning at the home and garage 
of Tony Antonievich. Tony has a great 
collection and a number of projects on the 
go. He has imported several Ford trucks and 
pick-ups, including a 1935 V8 2 ton truck in 
Coca Cola livery. I believe those who went 
had to be dragged away.

Graeme Rothville has acquired a 1948 
De Soto Custom Coupe. 

Our congratulations to George 
Mihaelivich on being awarded the John L 
Goddard Trophy this year. By the time this 
goes to print he will have been presented 
with this at a monthly clubnight.

Bay Of Plenty   David Joblin
A new destination for the branch was 

the Tasman Paper Mill at Kawerau. Ably 
organised by Graeme Street (a twelve 
year Veteran of the Mill) and Alan Pram. 
Fourteen cars were on the run.

At the Club night in July we were treated 
to a talk and picture show by Joe and Jill 
Scott of their recent trip to India. The 
contrasts in the daily living of the huge 
population are mind-boggling. All came 
away thankful to be living in this country. 

The annual mid winter dinner was well 
attended and was notable for the number of 
new members present. 

Bill Janes, Ivan Allen and Bruce 
Hutchinson gave a presentation on restora-
tion at our August meeting. Bill and Ivan 
showed how to make missing bits from 
scratch by casting in a number of metals, 
and Bruce showed how wooden hoodbows 
for mainly pre 1914 cars are bent to a 
pattern. The question uppermost is, what 
happens when these skills are lost? 

After travelling through Germany, 
Poland, Latvia, Russia and Mongolia the 
two travelling MG TCs are now in China. 
What a trip!

The newest arrival is a 1929 Austin 16/6 
to be added to Ivan Allen’s collection. It 
still requires work (after the current Alldays 
and Onions project) but when finished will 
rival his already exquisite restorations.

We were saddened to learn of the sudden 
death of Jim Webb. Jim was a keen, long-

Auckland: Angelique1928 Chev truck, owners D & C Williamson.

Ashburton: 1929 AJS, owner G Hawke.

idle
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idletorque

standing member of 50 years, having held 
most branch offices at some time, and 
regularly attending rallies and club events. 
There was hardly a meeting that Jim missed. 
In a fitting tribute over 40 cars provided a 
funeral cortege from our clubrooms through 
Tauranga city and a Guard of Honour for 
his last drive.

New members welcomed are Lee D 
Mason, 1961 Porsche 356 B Coupe; Tom 
Bowden, 1970 Wolseley 18/85, 1953 B S A 
Motor Cycle, 1973 Hillman Hunter Estate 
and Don and Ngaire Wade, 1952 Vauxhall 
Velox. 

Banks Peninsula   Paul Tayler
As this is being typed it is pleasing to 

note that while we are still quaking there 
has not been quite the intensity of shaking. 
Many of our members are being forced into 
life changing situations and we feel saddened 
for them. Perhaps some of the trials and 
obstacles they have faced in their motoring 
lives have helped them find inner strength.

At this time of year we have not had 
many events though winter gives activity 
for our trials brigade. There is a series of 
four events that give rise to a championship. 
They are held at Nelson, Blenheim, Reefton 
with our own Balcairn Trial on 10 July. 
A set of six point scoring tests sorted out 
the winners of the three classes. Registered 
SWB went to Bob Thompson, non-regis-
tered SWB to evergreen Geoff Owen and 
Registered LWB to Barry Elcock. The 
majority of the field drove Austin 7 specials 
or Ford 10 specials with the occasional 
Morris adding variety.

A small gathering attended our 
mid-winter dinner at the Wigram Air Base 
but we still outnumbered the general public.

We have the track season approaching 
and a new season of runs and swapmeets to 
look forward to.

canterbury   Tony Becker
Activity hasn’t all been below ground 

level but quakes and snow sure created 
challenges! Aftershock events numbering 
an astonishing 7,500+ in just one year plus 
a couple of big dumps of winter snow two 
weeks apart put the icing on the cake – 
literally! Nature’s whim has tested new Club 
Captain Mark Drury and his convenors as 
they attempt to run their 2011/2012 plans. 
Some shuffling of the deckchairs meant just 
two branch outings in July; 9-90s section 
mid-winter dinner at Kaiapoi and the 
Winter Picnic Run on the last day. Because 
October’s Rugby World Cup matches will no 
longer be featured in the country’s heartland 
of the sport due to its damaged AMI 
stadium, Canterbury Branch Swap Meet 
has reverted to its usual second weekend 
of that month. Just two days instead of the 
usual three though. Friday and Saturday 7 
and 8 October are the revised dates with 
other format changes being tried. Having 
been a little starved of motoring events, 
the August Hi-Tea attracted about 100 
members. The run departed The Groynes 
in doubtful weather, which developed that 
evening into our second big snowstorm 
dump in a couple of weeks. After a short 
tour of the Rangiora district 99 members 
gathered at Kaiapoi Golf Club. By contrast 
weatherwise, July’s Winter Picnic two weeks 
earlier attracted more than 40 vehicles on a 
simply stunning day. This wended its way to 
lovely Greendale Domain where members 
lingered after their picnic lunches were 
history. Spring and September accounts for 
the 10th Women Driver’s Rally, Annual 
Vintage and Motorcycle Rallies, plus our 
Annual Awards Dinner, where at least one 
50 Years continuous membership badge will 
be presented. 

gore   Jim McFadzien
Branch activity has been on the back 

burner over the winter months.
We had our annual dinner and prize-

giving with some trophies going to new 
participants with some surprises as usual.

Our maintenance team is planning 
ahead to remodel the branch kitchen and 
the scrap metal account is being earmarked 
for this project.

Next season’s timetable has been printed. 
The Tuesday Rambles still happen, and new 
members have trickled in.

We have an arrangement with the 
Eastern Southland Car Club. They use 
their electronic timer for our Josephville 
Hillclimb, and we supply block marshalls for 
their rally. For this event which attracted 75 
entries, our duties are done for another year 
on the Catlins Rally.

eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
June started with three cars taking part 

in the Waikato 50/50 which ran over a lot 
of new country. There was a good number 
of cars and some very unusual ones such as 
Mog 34 and Mr Toad.

We had our Night Run on 18 June with 
a good turn out, considering the amount of 
rain and flooding. After an interesting trip 
we all ended up back at the museum for a 
potluck dinner and games. The rally was 
won by Garry Bryson and Ken Profitt.

Peter and Coral Worrall set the July run 
to view Ray Singleton’s collection in Te 
Puke. Coral set a quiz about the railway 
lines and stations that we passed on the 
way. She had us reminiscing about trains 
and the stations that used to be dotted 
around the area.

Hawke’s Bay  Esther Smith
The Branch AGM was held in August. 

Officer holders have remained the same 

Canterbury The dessert table at the 10th 
Canterbury Branch Women Drivers Rally, 3 Sept 
2011. Graeme Sword and his team of club members 
excelled themselves when we asked for “something 
girlie and special”

Right: Lois Eagle and her husband with their 1967 
MGB GT Canterbury Branch members. Photos 
Marilyn McKinlay.
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with Chairman Steve Donavon, Club 
Captain Derek Gordon, Secretary Juliette 
Cadwallader, Treasurer Trevor Charman. 
The committee has two new members and 
all the other positions which help the club 
to run so smoothly were filled on the night.

Approval has been given for plans of the 
new clubrooms to be prepared and work 
has finally started on siteworks, putting in 
the drainage and forming the access way. 
However building of the clubrooms will not 
start until the existing clubrooms are sold. 

Thoughts of having to move has spurred 
the spares guys into a flurry of activity. 
There has been a sort out, especially of the 
larger pieces. Trade Me is being used to sell 
surplus stock and any unwanted bits go into 
the scrap metal bin, which is earning us a 
tidy sum each month.

At the branch July meeting a motion 
was passed authorising the committee to 
sell the 1922 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 
branch vehicle. It was gifted to the branch 
about 50 years ago, but for many reasons its 
ownership caused controversy and debate 
throughout that time. However members 
can take pride in having preserved and 
restored such an interesting vehicle. 
Presently the car is being prepared for sale 
and will be advertised soon.

Deco Decanted, the winter art deco 
celebration, was a bit different this year 
as due to the Rugby World Cup the main 
event was postponed until September.

After a short winter hiatus, members are 
looking forward to getting out and about 
in their cars and there is a good variety of 
motoring opportunities coming up within 
the next few months. 

Horowhenua  Peter D Nightingale
There are a number of members involved 

in restorations. Mark Morgan has his 
Chev tourer away and door skins are being 

fitted. He is also well on with an old 1924 
Chev truck, this looks great painted in the 
original green and he managed to find a 
new old stock crown wheel and pinion. 

Mike Khull has done a great wood work 
job on his 1938 V8 woody and it has been 
taken to Ian Chamberlain (Wanganui) for 
panelling.

Brendan Fox is moving on a KRIT that 
came from his late father Stuart.

Don McDonald is restoring a 1974 
Norton Commando. It has been dismantled 
and the frame stripped, repaired and on its 
way to the powder coaters.

Ben (Wayne) Millington has acquired a 
1924 Maxwell truck, I think it is quite rare, 
and he is well on with the rebuilding. Ivan 
Horn I understand is building the cab from 
demolition kauri that Ben has been given 
by a friend who got it from the demolished 
Kirkcaldie & Stains building in Wellington. 
Andrew Heffey is still making progress with 
his 1915 T Tourer.

I have been busy rebuilding an old test 
bench that I acquired from Des Locke 
Manawatu.

A Club Captain’s committee of five 
has been set up under the chairmanship 
of Alton Harrison as opposed to a club 
captain.

A number of members are to be involved 
in various jobs and projects for the 2012 

Marlborough: Top: Mud trial unknown entrant . Above left: Alan Bray’s Austin after extraction from 
mud hole. Above right: Marlborough: A happy smiling group of motorcyclists at the Wairau Tavern, 
Wairau Valley inland from Blenheim. 

Mike Khulls ‘38 V8 woody as found and showing 
his latest progress.

Horowhenua:Don Mcdonald collecting the Norton 
for restoration.

Manawatu: The scribe and Mercedes 500K in 
Iran, about to make an offer!
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rally. The library and archives still grow 
with Bev and Peter Kelly dedicated to the 
job. With spring now here it’s time to get 
out on the road again

manawatu  Allan Hardacre
Well I‘m afraid that your scribe has been 

a little out of touch with the Vintage car 
movement of late. I have spent a couple of 
weeks in Iran checking out the Vintage car 
situation plus doing a bit of work over there. 
The old Shah of Persia really looked after 
himself in the car division. I thought that 
the green and cream Mercedes Benz 500K 
was pretty cool and would have fitted my 
image and garage very well. Another car 
in the collection was a big late sixties Stuz 
Blackhawk. I was quite intrigued by that as 
Stutz went out of business in 1935, so this 
had to be a revival of some sort. As we all 
know this sort of excessive consumption, 
not only of cars, was not tolerated by the 
Ayatollahs and the Shah was also out of 
business by 1979 and Persia became Iran.

Anyway, back to the branch, Dave 
Livingstone got bored with polishing the 
Paige and decided to use it for a bit of 
motoring and took us all off to Woodville 
on the other side of the Manawatu Gorge 
in July to buy something interesting. Paul, 
owner of Robert Embroidery in Palmerston 
bought his newly restored Model A panel 

van along on its first outing. Bob Pettigrew 
recently organised a tour of historical 
properties of the Pohangina Valley in near 
freezing weather and the recent Vintage 
Only run featured the Branch’s youngest 
associate member (Ron Haycock). Finally, 
a big welcome to our new neighbours, the 
Southern Hawkes Bay Branch of the VCC. 

marlborough  John White
The annual Snow Run was held with 

a good snow fall for a change and the 
usual support from club members from the 
West Coast and Nelson. A number of our 
members made it a weekend stop over and 
a great social event. An official opening 
of our modified, now almost completed, 
clubrooms is being planned with invita-
tions to be issued to local sponsors who 
have given very considerable support to this 
project. Also members of the many other 
societies who make up the population of the 
Brayshaw Park complex. John and Denise 
Armiger organised a Sunday afternoon old 
time movie, Those Magnificent men in their 
Flying Machines. On Sunday 14 August our 
branch held its annual Mud Trial on a farm 
up North Bank Road. Preparations for the 
trial the week before were held in lovely 
fine dry weather and it was beginning to 
look as if it would be difficult to make 
up a competitive course. We need not 
have worried because it poured with rain 
the night before and right up to entrants 
arriving at the course. We had our largest 
entry of 16 competitors and despite heavy 
mud requiring some small modifications to 
the course everyone enjoyed themselves. 
The tractor generously provided by the 
local farm owner was put to good use on a 
number of occasions. At about 3pm the icy 
blast from the South Pole arrived bringing 
with it hail, snow and sleet, not to mention 
a sudden drop in temperature and an end 
to activities. The motorcycle section held a 
run from Brayshaw Park clubrooms up the 
Wairau Valley to the Wairau Tavern where 
about a dozen of us enjoyed a light meal in 
warm sunshine.

Nelson  Jenny Conlon
July is always a month of anticipation 

for the Nelson Branch as we look forward 
to our Annual Snow Run, shared with 
Marlborough Branch.

This year it turned out to be beautifully 
scenic with snow-lined roads as the cars 
got closer to the destination of St Arnaud. 
Entrants included some who travelled from 
the West Coast.

The month was also a highlight for 
those more adventurous who like to go mud 
plugging in their Specials and don’t mind 
getting knee deep in muck. A lot of fun was 

had by those who travelled from Nelson to 
the Balcairn Trial.

The highlight on the calendar for 
beginning of August was the Vintage Car 
Club National AGM which saw four Nelson 
members receive their 50 year badges. The 
passion and dedication of these members 
to their Veteran and Vintage cars has 
provided a lifelong enjoyment for these club 
stalwarts. Congratulations go to Duncan 
McCelland, Ken Silke, Nigel Price and Dale 
Conlon.

North Otago  John and Judith Miller
On 12 August the North Otago 

Branch held the pre 1939 and Topless 
Tour, beginning in Oamaru, and travel-
ling the back roads towards Waimate. John 
Chynoweth and Sharon Chambers did the 
Saturday run at a good clip, with a 37 
Chev only just keeping them in sight. Two 
nice 4½ litre Bentleys looked great on the 
Vintage type roads. Views over Waimate 
and snow covered ranges were magnificent 
from the White Horse lookout. The 1928 
Buick Master was looking great with Clive 
and Ashley from Timaru at the wheel, and 
Jim Welshe’s 1924 Buick 4 looked well, 
braving the brisk but sunny winter condi-
tions.

On the evening of 20 August the 
branch’s 50 year dinner was held at The 
Homestead. This important occasion was 
attended by about 70 guests. Five fifty year 
badges were presented. John Adamson, 
Ivan Main, Keith Perry, Royston Shirreffs, 
and Wilson Spite. These men are founda-
tion members of the North Otago VCC. 
Four of them still motor the original cars 
they joined with, and were at the 50th 
Windsor rally. Prize-giving and trophies 
were presented during the evening.

At our August club night, John Munro 
came along to speak on the life of his 
father, Burt Munro, The World’s Fastest 
Indian, and the making of the film, which 
most members have seen more than once. 
John brought some of Bert’s trophies along 
and spoke of Burt’s experiences and exploits 
at the Salt Lakes. A very enjoyable evening.

North Shore  Mary Lloyd
Two memorable events occurred recently 

for our branch. Long time member, Murrae 
Henderson, was awarded life member-
ship. He became a member shortly after 
its formation and over the years has been 
one of the most enthusiastic and popular 
members. We also celebrated our first 
50-year membership when David Lane 
received his award. David was taught to 
drive by Jim Foley in Jim’s 1930 Studebaker 
President 8 roadster in which he obtained 
his driver’s licence.

Nelson: Top: Dave Stuart. 
Above: Snow run and Dogs.
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South Canterbury: 

Invercargill in 2006, this was in recognition 
of the Austin marque’s 100th birthday.

Arthur also owned a Hudson Jet Liner 
and will be sadly missed on rallies, working 
bees and club nights.

On our Post 60 rally we had 29 entries 
which included the local Mini and Vauxhall 
clubs. The run started at the club rooms, 
travelled over the Taieri Plains as far South 
as Waihola then over the hills to Taieri 
Mouth and back to Dunedin to finish at the 
clubrooms. The winner was Murray Randle 
in a 1972 Vauxhall Ventora; second was Bill 
McKelligan in a 1971 Vauxhall and third 
was Kevin Phillips in a 1974 Rolls-Royce.

Rotorua  Evan Dorrington
The weather let us down on 10 July, so 

only 5,000 came to our swap meet.
The conditions were difficult and disap-

pointing but a success never the less. The 
event has been dubbed “The Swamp Meet”. 
On a brighter note, sixteen cars set off 
three days later to visit Ray Singletons 
restoration fleet at Te Puke. Among Ray’s 
restorations pride of place must go to a 
1905 Maxwell, one of only two in the 
world. Ray has restored this car entirely by 
himself and has every reason to be proud of 
the result. Amazingly gearbox parts came 
from Palmerston North as a result of an 
advertisement born of hope rather than 
expectations.

Another American relic was a 1902 Gas 
stationary engine labelled “imported by JJ 
Craig Ltd of Auckland”. It was used for 
30 years to pump water from the Waihi 
gold mine after which it was acquired by 
Ray’s grandfather to drive New Zealand’s 
first stationary hay baler and other farming 
duties. The original spark plugs are still in 

use and fully functional. Ray started the 
engine easily with the comment: “This is 
quicker than catching the horse.” Moving 
to Ray’s workshop we were introduced to 
a 1950s Te Puke bus nearing the end of its 
restoration. The narrowness of the passen-
gers’ doorway created discussion prompting 
one of our party to recall in 1960 a friend 
who could not board a Te Puke bus because 
the development of her pregnancy was too 
great for the narrow doorway.

Southland  Malcolm Hodgkinson
It has been very quiet for the Southland 

Branch on the rally scene but with spring 
fast approaching, there are a few events 
planned. Some members are preparing their 
vehicles for the trek north to Wanganui.

 The August mid-week run took entrants 
around Invercargill’s outlying areas, in to 
Western Southland and finally down to 
Riverton to the old historic Riverton Lodge 
Hotel. 

The weekend 20 – 21 August saw the 
annual Round the Taki’s Run for the keen 
two-wheel enthusiasts, and the weather was 
very kind to them for a change. This is 
an interesting run to Te Anau and like 
previous years, grew in rider numbers 
towards the destination. The last count in 
Manapouri came to around 50 motorcycles, 
which is an excellent turn out for this time 
of year.

As part of the Burt Munro Challenge 
weekend on 25 – 26 November, the 
Southland Branch is organising a motor-
cycle show in the Otatara Hall. The theme 
of this show is Sports Bikes. However there 
will also be an excellent line up of all sorts, 
including some three wheelers. Those folk 
who intend travelling to Invercargill should 

Our AGM was held in June with most 
of our very experienced members being 
returned to office. Malcolm Dean, Clive 
Sandham and Neil Beckenham were elected 
to the Committee as Dick Andrews and 
Alan Collie stepped down. The executive 
members remain the same.

Restoration of the Dennis bus and the 
fire engine continues by the enthusiasts who 
are making great progress on both vehicles. 
There is even talk of restoring a tow truck 
and perhaps a Chev taxi. Concern was 
raised regarding storage of the vehicles and 
lo and behold approval was sought and 
given to build an additional shed. 

All work and no play is not the branch’s 
motto and members have enjoyed trips 
to Walnut Cottage, Orewa for breakfast/
morning tea (a huge turnout), a very inter-
esting run to Devonport Museum followed 
by a visit to the Naval Museum, not forget-
ting Rotorua Swap Meet and Wellsford/
Warkworth Winter Woollies Wander. 

Otago  Ralph Harrison
It is with sadness that I write this 

column for our magazine as a few weeks ago 
we farewell Arthur Bennett our writer for 
idletorque.

Arthur joined the VCC in November 
1982 receiving his 25 year service badge 
in 2008. When he and his wife Maureen 
moved next door to the clubrooms Arthur 
became our unofficial security guard and 
groundsman, maintaining the lawns, 
gardens and spare parts department.

Arthur and Maureen achieved a major 
motoring feat when they motored their 
Austin 10 from Bluff to Cape Reinga 
and back following the Vero Rally in 

Rotorua: 1905 Maxwell.
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definitely put this show on their list of 
things to do. 

During the same weekend our branch 
intends to have the clubrooms open to 
welcome any members and their friends. 

South canterbury  Bill Weir
Our late season rallies were well 

supported by our own branch members 
and neighbouring clubs. The PV, PWV, 
P60 rally on 15 May had a large number 
of Rootes Group vehicles entered from a 
Hillman Imp through a diverse range of 
Hunter and Hillman models to a Singer 
Gazelle recently purchased by the Roddick 
family.

The next event was the All British day 
on 5 June organised by Grant Stewart. 
It provided all British weather – cold, 
gloomy and raining. However that didn’t 
deter about 140 vehicles taking part in the 
display at Caroline Bay, with 111 partici-
pating in the run. The lunch venue was 
only half an hour out of Timaru but took 
an hour and half to get there travelling out 
to Cave through Taiko Zigzag, over Pareora 
Gorge and to Castle Claremont on the Mt 
Horrible Road.

The End of Season Run on 19 June was 
a bit different from previous ones, with 
organisers Colin and Jan Good issuing us 
with a couple of pages on Historic Timaru 
and sending everyone on their way to find 
the answers around town. You live in a 
town all your life so you should know the 
answers! The winners getting the most 
correct answers were Anne and Norm Bunt.

Our AGM on 5 July brought about some 
change to the management committee. 

John Knowles is our new Chairman and 
Gavin Munro vice Chairman. Good to 
see new committee members Grant Jones 
and Neil Manchester, with Tom O’Connor 
taking on Club Captain.

South Otago   John Cook
Our AGM held in June saw a few 

committee positions change hands with 
the exception of the top table. The Club 
Captain role has yet to be filled. 

Our pot-luck tea and Quiz night held 
in July and run by Kaye and Paul McNabb 
was very well supported and a lot of fun. 
Desperate housewives and Joe taking out 
the honours for the quiz. Paul and Kaye 
have just recently sold their 1973 VH 
Valiant Charger after 21 years of ownership.

Noeline Milne ran a ladies hobbies 
afternoon at the clubrooms in August and 
it was very well attended. 

Planning for the branch’s 40th anniver-
sary rally to be held on Saturday 12 
November is well in hand. Keep a lookout 
for an entry form and come and join us.

Taranaki  Colin Johnston
As reported in the last Beaded Wheels 

our branch was formed in September 1961. 
A committee has been formed to organise 
the 50th celebrations for our branch that 
will be held on 12/13 November this year. 
A programme is nearing completion and 
will include a road rally followed by a posh 
afternoon tea with a cavalcade of vehicles. 
Then on the Saturday night a celebra-
tion dinner. Entrants will be encouraged 
to dress in period style. Jill Frank will be 
making our special 50th birthday cake. 

A 50th Jubilee booklet is underway and 
will include plenty of articles and photos 
about members’ activities over the years. 
We want to hear from members past and 
present with their memories. You can 
register your interest for this celebration 
on vcc.naki50thrally@yahoo.com as entry 
forms are now available. The celebra-
tions are open to all members of our club 
throughout New Zealand and we will be 
trying to contact as many past members of 
the branch as we can.

A shiny parts auction was held with over 
$120 being raised at a recent noggin and 
natter night. Members had donated articles 
for auction, with Bill Durling our Secretary 
being auctioneer.

Our Club Captain Phil ran a club outing 
to Ohura where fifteen people stayed at 
the Ohura jail that has been turned into 
a motel. They were met by four members 
from the King Country Branch. The route 
took them along the Forgotten Highway 
from Stratford and back via SH 4, stopping 
at Awakino.

The Breakfast Run attracted a good 
turnout of members. The run ended at the 
Plymouth hotel with Robert Gudopp the 
winner. 

Over 50 people took part in the annual 
Mountain House run up Mt Taranaki and 
it was great to see members and vehicles 
braving the mountain weather.

Taupo   Greg Nattrass
The start of July saw the running of our 

postponed Brass Monkey, a shorter run, but 
still reasonably challenging for the 16 cars 
that took part, with Brent and Lorraine 
Davidson taking out the honours.

On club night we had Club Captain 
Marty Sutherland as guest speaker. Marty 
spent his earlier years in the police force 
as a crime scene investigator. Marty told us 
about the murder cases he was involved in 
and the many times investigations would 
take him away from home for weeks. A very 
entertaining night for the club members 
who braved the cold to attend.South Otago Branch: Ian Mossman’s beautifully restored 1951 Karrier Superpoise S15.

Taupo: Harold Watkins 25 year badge 2011
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Our brunch run had a very good turn 
out for a nice drive around Taupo ending at 
the Stag Park Diner.

Our annual participation in the local 
hobby expo saw Eric and Terry Foley’s 1928 
Plymouth along with Joe and Beryl Ridleys’ 
Standard 10 being displayed. We had a 
smaller area this year, but interest was still 
high. A great exposure for the club. 

August club night was noggin and 
natter. After a rundown from Ray Harwood 
about his time at the AGM in Nelson and 
a very interesting talk about the wearable 
arts museum (which included Vintage cars) 
a special presentation was made by member 
Graham Mock to Harold Watkins of his 
25-year badge. 

The August run was the Club Captain’s 
Run. Eighteen cars participated in a run 
out via Broadlands to Golden Springs on 
the Rotorua Road. A great event with past 
chairman Norman and Jocelyn Pointon 
taking out honours. 

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball
The (Wairarapa) Bush lawyers were out 

in force following the Wairarapa Branch’s 
August Observance Day rally. Organiser 
Tony Lane, a man known for his tricky 
instructions and forceful views, found 
himself overwhelmed by both hilarity 
and challenges at the after-match cuppa 
as he and wife Myrna struggled to find a 
winner. The route was largely urban, based 
in Masterton and Carterton, with identi-
fication of public parks the competitive 
element. Sixteen cars turned out for the 
run, with Kevin and Val Ball, in a modern, 
taking the honours.

At its annual meeting the club presented 
long service awards to three members. 
Neville Warren, 86, has been a member for 
35 years and Tony and Myrna Lane have 
completed 25 years.

Neville joined when Wairarapa was a 
sub-branch of Wellington but resigned soon 
after, rejoining in 1976. His first vehicle 
was a 1908 Triumph motorcycle. He also 
restored a 1926 Nash, a 1914 Model T, and 
many other vehicles and has helped other 

club members with their projects. These 
days he mainly concentrates on motor-
cycles and his immaculately restored LIP 
Vauxhall.

Tony and Myrna, who run a 1929 
Willys-Knight Model 56 (Petal) and a 1951 
Citroen Light 15 (Lemon), started with 
the Wellsford branch, then Auckland and 
now Wairarapa Branch since moving to 
Masterton.

Sunny weather greeted competitors in 
the Margaret Gee Memorial Rally in July. 
The run, organised by Tony and Treena 
Pritchard, took the cars from Clareville to 
the Fell Engine Museum in Featherston 
and back to Fernside, where some of Lord of 
the Rings was filmed.

Along the way crews had to untangle 
mixed-up car names and Alan and Mary 
Buick emerged as winners. They confessed 
later one name had them flummoxed. The 
brand emerged as their own name, Buick.

Waitemata  Di Humphreys
While some Waitemata’ites have been 

sight seeing around the world those left 
at home had fun too, enjoying a cold and 
damp but fabulous motoring R’Oil Can.

As always cars with hoods down are 
the only ones eligible and this year we had 
entries from Auckland, Hawke’s Bay and 
Banks Peninsula Branches.

The rumour amongst the membership 
was that we would be starting south but 
not too far from Auckland and we would 
be finishing north of Auckland. Ian and 
Jacqui Goldingham were this year’s organ-
isers but being the devious pair they are, as 
the day progressed we could not figure out 
how we were going to get from Coromandel 
Peninsula back to north of Auckland before 
dark! Ah ha – all was finally revealed.

Starting from Drury. We did a swing out 
west before heading east and crossing the 
Hauraki Plains to Thames. The afternoon 
took us to the top of the Coromandel 
Peninsula criss-crossing all the way. The 
rain more or less stopped and although still 
very cold, we got to see some spectacular 
scenery. The weather during the previous 
week had caused havoc so we had slips, 
fallen trees and roadworks to contend with, 
though the many loose metal roads were in 
surprisingly good condition.

Our final destination was Coromandel 
township and yes on the map it does show 
that it sits north of Auckland!

This year’s winner and therefore 
organiser for 2012 was Lawrence Poolman, 
a man who has avoided for years being 
picked now has a year of decisions and 
worry to contend with. Congratulations 
Lawrence.

The following Saturday 30 July saw a 
team of Waitemata’ites racing around a wet 

Wairarapa: Pat Dutton in her immaculate Morris 
Minor.

35-year award winner Neville Warren, 86 and 
still going strong.

Wairarapa: A mixed bunch at the Horseshoe 
Tavern start of the Observance Day rally.

Wairarapa: Alan and Mary Buick with Margaret 
Gee Memorial Rally organiser Tony Pritchard.

Wairarapa: Myrna Lane, Evelyn Chisholm, Barbara 
Lang and Annette Hickling at the Fell Museum.
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track at Hampton Downs. This track day 
organised for us by the Hampton Downs 
management was a great day for those 
who wanted to experience the track, or 
more practice on the track, or simply to be 
involved.

Repairs to our clubrooms, the Bayswater 
Boating Club has forced a temporary 
closure for some months and the committee 
are busy looking for cheap temporary 
premises.

Our next big event is Chelsea Walsh 
Hillclimb to be held on 6 November and 
planning is underway.

 Wanganui  Fay Chamberlain
Our new Club Captain Mike has laid out 

his plans for a whole year. He is certainly 
taking his job very seriously. The all day 
trip round Marton drew 12 cars, despite 
very inclement weather. Hot soup and buns 
for lunch at Mike and Brenda’s home were 
very welcome, and for those brave souls 
who ventured out. The tractor/machinery 
collection at Goff and Judy Briant’s place 
was pretty good too.

Clubnights are well supported, with 
50 plus being the norm. Membership too, 
is growing, and we now have our newest 
(and youngest) member signed up. Young 
Rebecca Kendrick becomes the third gener-
ation of Kendricks in the branch. 

Community wise – the Rugby World Cup 
roadshow came to town making a chance to 
display a couple of cars, and promote the 
2012 International Rally as well.

Good to see a bit of restoration work 
going on too. Vince Keats is working on 
a sidecar for wife Lesley to accompany 
him. Trevor Roberts has high hopes for 
his Veteran Overland. Ian Chamberlain 
is working on Mike Khull’s ‘38 V8 panels. 

Stephen Voss’ little 1932 Austin is looking 
a treat too. Roll on 2012.

Wellington   Ray Betteridge
The Colonial Cup Rally had a nautical 

theme which really made the naviga-
tors think, what with “Port”, “Weighing 
anchors” and “the head” our crews sailed 
around Whitby on a great rally. The 
judging of the Colonial Cup restoration 
award saw John Neill bring out his James 
Captain 200cc 1956 motorbike to take 
away the silverware. John spoke about this 
excellent restoration at our July club night.

In July our Remembrance Rally toured 
local retirement villages and a hospice. It’s 
hard to meet timelines with the nostalgic 
stories from the residents – but so worth-
while. The concept of having one event to 
take in what could be an endless string of 
memorial rallies is working well.

On 6 August Alec Jenner invited our 
members to a birthday bash for the 16 
members who got a gold card this year.

In August, probably for the first time 
ever, we cancelled our club night with 
concerns for road safety. But after a long 
cold week, we were treated to a tour of the 
snow-clad hills.

Our leprechauns, Kim and Basil, 
turned out on the Saturday and cleared 
miles of forest roads which were covered 
with debris from the snow storms. With 
Marchant Ridge pristine white on one 
side and Mt Climie sparkling on another, 
we drove through the forests, often with 
snow on each side of the road. All the 
week’s concerns were swept aside as we 
sat down for a picnic with snow on the 
grass and basking in brilliant sunshine. 
Several decided to ford a river (because 
it was there). A certain Model A was the 
only vehicle not to require assistance. Fred 

proved the verity of the saying “still waters 
run deep” and tried the stillest water. His 
Whippet didn’t float and needed to be 
hauled out. The only casualties on this 
fantastic day were two modern Landrovers 
which required towing home.

Wellsford/ 
Warkworth  Rita Jorgensen

Due to inclement weather our picnic 
lunch was taken in the old homestead on 
our day out to Scandrett’s regional park on 
the east coast. George Scandrett came from 
Ireland in the 1860s. He farmed the land 
and built the house of concrete rather than 
kauri in 1884. Fine views and walks make a 
good spot for a day out.

Gaye and Roy London organised this 
year’s Winter Woollies Wander on Saturday 
2 July. The rally started from the Matakohe 
Kauri Museum near Paparoa. Fifty-seven 
vehicles took part and travelled north-
wards towards Ruawai through very scenic 
countryside. Silent checks and questions 
to answer gave a winner for the day with 
dinner and prize-giving in the evening at 
the Warkworth Bowling Club. 

Sunday morning included a trip to 
Jamie and Julie Thompson’s collection of 
memorabilia and a barbeque lunch
Winter Woollies Wander Winners 
Overall 
Doug and Bev Grant Dargaville, 1937 Hillman Hawk. 
Vintage
Richard and Mary Lloyd 1929 Buick Series 40.
Post Vintage
Doug and Bev Grant 
Post War
Paul and Carol Fussy 1956 Rover 90 
Post 60
Paul, Kathy and Bruce Collins, 1963 Humber 80 
Overall Local Winners
Nigel and Julie Hawkes

Wellington: Right: Umpires and Leprechauns.

Wellington: John Neill with his 1956 James 
Captain. 
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Our Noggin and Natter evenings on 
the second Thursday of the month have 
attracted a large group of members. On 11 
August some of the trophies handed out at 
our Prize giving were

Clubman of the Year
Yvonne Middleton, our Magazine editor
Des Waters Trophy – Attendance  
Lee and Yvonne Middleton
Dodge Ram Trophy – Gymkhana  
Karl and Joy Statchel 
Coleman Cup – Best Aggregate 
Brenda Salt 
Hard Luck Trophy
Harry Heaven

West coast   Hemi Te Rakau
The Branch chairman, Roger Devlin 

and secretary, Hemi Te Rakau both had 
the pleasure of representing the West Coast 
at the VCC AGM in Nelson. We enjoyed 
the event and some of the issues that were 
raised. 

A run took members around Greymouth 
with a day trial. Apart from wrong answers 
to questions by some people, the day was a 
great success. On another front, for those 
members of the VCC who have the misfor-
tune not to live on the West Coast of the 
South Island, our branch has decided to 
share a couple of our treasures with you. 
The first is a view of one of the many scenic 
pleasures of winter on the ‘Coast when the 
snow is on the mountains, Lake Matheson 
is in all her glory! Come and visit us in 
your Vintage cars, or better still enter in 
the Scenicland Rally, March, 2012. In the 
other images we have decided to allow you 
all a wee glimpse into the closed ranks 
of the West Coast Branch secret white-
baiting order. You will also see some of our 
security team members being ever vigilant 
during the trip south. Please notice the fine 
array of vehicles that the member-fishers 
use to blend into the local landscape and 
people of the Southern West Coast. Of 
further note is the branch’s air safety patrol 
vehicle which watches over the members 
by spotting for any Health and Safety or 
DoC issues that may need to be carried 
out to the letter of the law! Ingenious ways 
have been developed by the branch over 
the years for the safe transportation of the 
fishy delicacy. One of these closely-guarded 
secrets is being shared with you all for the 
first time – the deployment of the innocent 
and unremarkable “common” Duzgo in the 
fish transport industry. See you all down 
our way.

The “mules” are off to the market! Photo: Pam Honey

Alan Giles asked “what whitebait”– where would it 
fit in a Duzgo? Photo: Pam Honey

Branch “spotter” plane in action. Photo: Pam 
Honey

Vic Smithers keeps watch while Kevin and Alan sqeeze th last of the catch into the Duzgo’s “solid” tyres.
Photo: Pam Honey

Lake Matheson – West Coast Branch Photo: Pam Honey
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www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz 
469 Allandale Road, Hawarden
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Lake Matheson – West Coast Branch Photo: Pam Honey



0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on


