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Contact National Office for all queries 
regarding VICs, logbooks, historic race licences, 
lighting endorsement, registration of vehicles, 
address changes, subscriptions, membership 
cards, speed events.

The Vintage Car Club Of New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office, 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273
Email admin@vcc.org.nz

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA 
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn
Christchurch 8443
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo
Whakatane 3159
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE 
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE 
PO Box 329, Gore 9740
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY 
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA 
PO Box 458, Levin 5540
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 
KING COUNTRY
C/- 34 House Ave,
Taumarunui 3920
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU 
PO Box 385
Palmerston North 4440
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON 
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND 
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE 
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield
Auckland 1042
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO 
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA 
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY 
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND 
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO 
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa,
Balclutha 9273
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI 
C/- 118A Carrington St,
New Plymouth 4310
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO 
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE 
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield
Auckland 0629
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI 
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941 
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST 
C/- 9 Stafford Rd,
Hokitika 7882
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2012.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information 
(where available) are always welcome.
Please send original photographs of historical 
interest with any available information to: 
Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2012.

PRESIDENT
John Coomber 
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION
John Foot
07 823 5641 nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION
John Chynoweth
03 439 5474 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER
Michael Lavender 
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR
Rod Brayshaw
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD
Frank Renwick
03 352 4383  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN
Kevin Clarkson
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Bob Ballantyne
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony Bartlett
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST
Betty Wallace
03 929 0829  bpearcey@netspeed.net.nz

Photographs supplied by Lindsay Coghlan

This photo, taken at Beachlands in 1927, shows Clarence Coghlan  (Lindsay’s 
uncle) sitting on the running board of his new 1927 Buick Coach. The 
accompanying advertisement for Buick cars and Hoyes Motors was found 
amongst Clarence’s effects and prompts Lindsay to suppose that it may have led 
to the purchase of the Buick. Clarence would have traded his 1924 Buick Four 
as part payment. He did not keep the 1927 Buick long and traded it for a 1929 
model.

Later on the ’29 was traded on a beautiful 1936 Oldsmobile, this time from 
Paine Campbell Motors in Albert Street, Auckland.
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Branch news with Idle Torque, page 54

Pre ‘39 Run and Topless Tour, page 14

1939 Buick Special Series 40, page 20.
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COVER
Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ, VCC Rally 2012 - Rally Director, with 
wife Seona Ashton and dogs with their unrestored 1930 Chrysler 70 
sedan which they will be using on the rally.

Photo by Kevin J McIntyre Photographer, Woodville
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Beaded Wheels is the voice of The Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.) and its 35 branches 
covering the length and breadth of the country. 
The efforts of our members continue fostering 
and ever widening the interest in this segment 
of our country’s history. It is to these people, who 
appreciate the fascination of age, the individuality 
and the functional elegance of vehicles from a 
bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
name. By way of explanation beaded edge wheels 
use beaded edge tyres that are kept in place by 
reinforced rubber beads, which fit into the rolled 
edges of the wheel rim. This style of wheel was a 
distinctive feature of early motoring being used 
on early bicycles, many pre-1924 cars and most 
motorcycles until 1927. The VCCNZ adopted 
the title Beaded Wheels for their quarterly club 
magazine in March 1955 which was the successor 
to the monthly Guff Sheet.
Copyright Information 
The contents are copyright. Articles may be 
reproduced complete or in part provided that 
acknowledgement is made to “Beaded Wheels, 
the magazine of The Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (Inc)” as the source. Beaded Wheels 
reserves the right to digitally store all published 
material for archival purposes.
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president’s 
message

This issue not only heralds the start 
of the festive season, but is also the last 
issue before the VCC Rally 2012. Past 
Rally Directors have previously featured 
in Beaded Wheels prior to the event, in 
this issue we feature Bruce Hutton, QSM 
FPSNZ, his wife Seona and their beautiful 
Chrysler 70 sedan. I have spent some time 
with Bruce and Seona as well as the rally 
committee recently and preparations are 
well advanced for what promises to be 
an exciting and spectacular ten days of 
motoring, entertainment and cultural 
experiences. 

At the end of October I went with 
three other management committee 
members to Wanganui to meet with the 
2012 Rally Committee and observe the 
preparations for the January rally. On the 
Sunday we were privileged to travel to the 
settlement at Jerusalem where the Vintage 
Car Club were officially welcomed onto 
the marae and met with local Whanganui 
River people. Gordon Ronganui QSM, 
who has been assisting the rally committee 
with the protocols for the rally destina-
tions at Ratana, The Whanganui River 
Experience, and Reverend Canon Graeme 
Puru assisted our party as we were given 
a warm welcome onto this marae. There 
was a blessing of a rally book and taonga 
specially produced for this rally, and 
presentations of the book were made. This 
rally destination is situated in a beautiful 
and remote part of the country and I 
believe rally entrants will really appreciate 
meeting and experiencing the hospitality 
of the River people at these special places. 
Our special guest Nick Mason will be 
planting six Kauri trees at the temple at 
Ratana to commemorate our visit to this 
historic site.  

On page 40 you will see the last rally 
2012 update entitled The cars are coming. 
There are 672 entries registered for the 
rally, but many more will join us for the 
weekend of 21 – 22 January when there 
will be a 1920s themed street carnival, 
the Manfield Pomeroy Trophy and demon-
stration of historic racing cars and the 
public open day on Sunday. This promises 
to be an exciting and eventful weekend 
with something special for everyone who 
attends. If you have not been able to enter 
this rally, I urge you to consider visiting us 
for this weekend of special events. There 
will be many visitors from other one make 
car clubs this weekend, so everyone will 
be well catered for. Our National Office 
manager Julie Cairns will work from a 
temporary office at the rally headquar-
ters throughout the rally, and all members 

as we see it

VCC members will be aware that 
their Beaded Wheels is delivered to their 
letterbox soon after the first Friday of the 
months of February, April, June, August, 
October and December. Magazines 
are delivered to the retailers for public 
purchase some two weeks after that. The 
benefit to members is that they are able to 
get a look at the magazine and peruse the 
For Sales prior to the public.

However, this delivery date will change 
for the February 2012 issue. In January the 
VCC Rally 2012 takes place in Wanganui. 
This is a large and prestigious interna-
tional event with much activity occurring 
over the 11 days of the event from 16 to 
27 January. While we could wait until the 
April issue to cover this event we feel that 
it is important not to delay coverage and 
we see much benefit from including it in 
the February issue. To do this though we 
have to delay production of the magazine 
for an extra week or so and this means 
that your February issue will be later 
getting to you. While we are unable to 
offer counselling for those traumatised by 
this we do recommend that you seek your 
medical professional’s opinion before doing 
anything rash.

Increasing advertising revenue can be 
a mixed blessing. Too many ads and the 
magazine could lose some of its effective-
ness. On the other hand there are many 
goods and services out there that would 
benefit our members if only they knew 
about them. We distribute around 10,000 
of each issue and I suspect that there 
are members/readers out there running 
a business that would benefit by taking 
advertising in Beaded Wheels. If you are 
not already advertising in Beaded Wheels 
what about giving it a go? We do get 
very positive feedback from advertisers 
with one advertiser saying to me recently 
that he can tell when the Beaded Wheels 
is out because his phone calls increase 
significantly for some two weeks after 
publication. Rates are reasonable and 
compare extremely well with market rates 
in commercial publications.

Email any queries to beadedwheels@
vcc.org.nz and Rosalie will be happy to 
help you get your advertisement sorted out.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

of the Management Committee will be 
attending the rally. 

I know that many of you will be working 
full on to complete restorations or re-resto-
rations for this rally. Please make sure that 
you have your ID cards ready for the rally, 
and don’t leave it until Christmas week to 
have them processed. We all look forward 
to seeing more new old cars joining the 
fleet in Wanganui. 

Looking back over the year, it has been 
a difficult and challenging time for all of 
us in Canterbury. All of our members from 
the various branches in the region have 
experienced the shock, fear and uncer-
tainty of the earthquakes and the differing 
impact it has had on their lives. I want 
to thank all who have sent messages of 
support, raised or donated money, and have 
otherwise supported our members who 
have been affected by these events. I have 
been unable to travel about the country to 
attend some events because I have been 
working for the Earthquake Commission 
since the beginning of January and it has 
been difficult to take time off from work. 
While out assessing claims, I have met 
several of our members and enjoyed their 
hospitality and the opportunity to have a 
peek in their garages. Although a few of 
our members have received serious damage 
to their homes, it seems that most of our 
vehicles have survived with no more than 
minor damage, and for that we are grateful. 
I would like to thank those members of 
management who attended the functions I 
could not make. I hope to be able to spend 
some time driving old cars next year, and 
look forward to seeing you on the road. To 
those who are heading to Wanganui, good 
luck, enjoy the experience and we will see 
you there. To all of you, happy and safe 
motoring over the festive season and we 
look forward to a better year in 2012.

John Coomber
National President
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DECEMBER
 3 E Bay of Plenty Chairman’s Run
 3 Gore Diggers Run
 3 Horowhenua Christmas Break Up
 3 North Otago Windsor Rally
 3 North Shore Swap Meet & Car Show
 3 South Canty Christmas Dinner & Party
 3-4 Wairarapa Gold Medal Motorcycle Rally
 4 Auckland Annual Gymnic
 4 Canterbury Motorcycle Section Rough Run
 4 Marlborough Christmas Function
 4 Otago Whizzing Around the Taieri 

Moped Tour
 4 Taranaki Potter’s Paddock Gymkhana & 

Dinner
 4 Manawatu Christmas Party
 4 Waikato Club Run Pukemiro Bush 

Tramway
 4 Wellington Sunday Run
 7 Nth Otago Christmas Club Night
 10 Canterbury Veteran Picnic
 10 E Bay of Plenty Christmas Parade
 10 Far North Christmas Gymkhana
 10 Northland Gymnic followed by Christmas 

BBQ
 10 Rotorua Christmas Party
 10 Waikato Christmas Social Evening
 10 Wellington Lake Ferry Run
 11 Ashburton Vintage and Veteran Rally and 

Christmas Club-night
 11 Bay of Plenty Christmas Party  
 11 Gisborne Club Captain’s Wing Ding
 11 Manawatu Feilding Christmas Parade
 11 Nelson Club Run
 11 Northland Christmas Party
 11 Otago Christmas BBQ
 11 Rotorua Christmas Run
 11 Taupo Posh Afternoon Tea
 11 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 11 Wairarapa Christmas Dinner
 11 Wanganui Christmas Party
 11 Wellington Christmas Party
 12 Bay of Plenty Club Night

 12 Gisborne Club Captain’s Wing Ding
 14 Central Otago Christmas Party
 14 Rotorua Mid Week Run
 14 Taupo Christmas Dinner
 14 Wellington Kapiti Mid Week Run
 15-21 Ashburton Over the Rainbow Rally
 16 Horowhenua Christmas Dinner
 16 Nelson Christmas Event  TBC 
 17-18 Nelson Ashburton Visit
 18 Hawke’s Bay Club Picnic Run
 18 Rotorua Club Run
 20 Wellington Club Night & BBQ
 26 Canterbury Boxing Day Run
 31 Northland New Year’s Eve Party
 31-1 Wanganui Taihape New Year Rally

JANUARY 
 1 Banks Peninsula New Year’s Day at Little River
 1 South Canty Fairlie Parade
 1 Waikato New Year’s Day Run
 1 Wellington New Year’s Day Picnic
 2 Canterbury Motorcycle New Year Run
 2 Marlborough Harris Bach Trip
 7 Canterbury Picnic Run
 7 Far North Autospectacular
 7 Wairarapa Coastal Run
 7 Wellington Night Run
 8 Waikato Blue Smoke and Pedals
 9 Bay of Plenty Club Night
 15 Otago Jackson Rally
 16-27 Wanganui VCC International 

Rally 2012
 19 Waimate Club Meeting
 21 Manawatu Settlers Day Feilding
 22 Bay of Plenty Gymkhana
 21-22 Otago Dunedin to Brighton Run
 22 South Canty Ladies & Chairman’s Run

FEBRUARY 
 4 Southland Southland Rally
 3-5 Banks Peninsula Skope Classic, Ruapuna
 4-6 South Canty Weekend Away
 4-6 E Bay of Plenty East Coast Rally
 5 Wairarapa Remembrance Day Rally

 10-12 Banks Peninsula Enzed Classic, Levels
 11 Auckland Annual Veteran Rally
 11 Gisborne Second Annual Three Rivers 

Rally
 11 Waimate Wallaby Rally
 11-12 Waikato Club Event
 11-12 Canterbury Annual Rally
 12 Horowhenua Sunday Run
 12 Nelson Alan Moss Memorial Run
 12 Wairarapa Triangular Rally
 13 Far North Heat’s On
 13 Bay of Plenty Club Night
 17-19 Hawke’s Bay Art Deco Rally  
 18 Canterbury Boot Fair
 18 Gore Gore Festival Rally
 18 North Otago All British Day
 20 Wellsford/Warkworth 

Swap Meet & Veteran Rally
 24-27 Marlborough Tapawera trip
 25 Canterbury Annual Motorcycle Rally
 25 Otago Vintage Venture
 26 Gisborne Ladies Run

  MARCH 
 3 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble/50th 

Anniversary
 3 Wairarapa Rex Porter & Concours
 3 Waikato Vintage Venture Rally
 3 Southland Veteran Rally
 5-22 Rotorua South Island Tour
 10-11 Far North Dargaville Campout
 11 Gore Frank Robson & Clearwater 

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy 
of the dates published in this column we advise readers to 
confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC National Events
2013
National Veteran Rally Southland 1 - 3 Feb
National Motorcycle wRally Northland 18 - 22 Feb
South Island Easter Rally Sth Canty  29 March - 1 April
North Island Easter Rally Wairarapa 29 March - 1 April
National Commercial Rally Gisborne Labour Weekend

Total     engine overhauls
Contact

Phone
Fax

Mobile

EmailShirley
MOTORS
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VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns
National Office Manager

Interested in joining the Vintage Car 
Club? Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 
membership application forms and your 
local branch contact details. You may 
also contact your local branch directly for 
application forms and details. See page 2.

John Foot
North Island Club Captain

captain’s log

Well the jolly old fat man is not 
far away from his annual visit. 
Shirley and I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and prosperous New Year and 
safe motoring over the festive period. 

It is also now only a few weeks to the  
2012 VCC Rally at Wanganui. 

The Buick is sporting a new set of 
kingpins, relined brakes (the old linings 
had done 80,000 miles) and has a new 
warrant of fitness so is ready for another 
busy rally season.

Have made some slight modifications 
to the lubricating system for the lower 
kingpin bushings as I found them to be 
dry and rusty when dismantled.   

When setting rallies, field tests/
gymkhana, hill climb or speed event the 
first and most important thing to consider 
is safety. The safety of your marshals, 
entrants, other road users and the public 
in general must take priority. 

Where you have marshals working on 
the roadside make sure there is a good 
distance of clear road before and after 
the marshal’s position. Better still choose 
a position where entrants’ vehicles can 
pull off the road to the marshal. As an 
example of how not to do it, I attended a 
rally where a time marshal was positioned 
just below the brow of a hill and the 
marshal’s car was positioned partly on 
the road. This was an accident waiting to 
happen but luckily he got away with it. 
When planning an event it must be shown 
that you are taking “due care” to ensure 
the safety of everyone. If you are having 
timed sections, silent checks or questions  
please do not have them on busy roads or 
main highways. Silent checks, marshals 
and questions should also only be on the 
left side of the road. Motorists can become 
frustrated if they are held up by slower 
cars and may finish up by taking risks 
that could have dire consequences. Also 
see Section 20 of the Branch Manual for 
further detail.  Until next time please take 
care out there on the roads and enjoy your 
events.

A year has passed very quickly, and the 
All Blacks’ World Cup title will at least 
lift the spirits of many. I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish everyone a very 
happy and safe Christmas and New Year. 
The office will be closed during the three 
days between the statutory holidays.

2016 International Rally Director
The Management Committee are inter-

ested in ideas and options for updating 
the format of the International Rally to 
be held in Otago in 2016. Members inter-
ested in the position of Rally Director are 
invited to write to the President, C/o the 
National Office, supplying a CV and any 
thoughts and ideas on how they would like 
to see this rally format/style taking place.

VCC Rally 2012
This rally is now just weeks away. I am 

sure everyone will have a wonderful time, 
and I wish you all happy travelling. Please 
remember that you need a valid VCC 
ID card. If you still hold an Authenticity 
Statement, remember, once the vehicle is 
on the road, you must obtain a VCC ID 
card. Do not leave it to the last minute.

Annual Subscriptions
In early February an annual subscrip-

tion invoice for VCC Membership will be 
posted to all current financial members. 
To receive the discount of $11.25, payment 
must be received by the National Office 
no later than 20 March 2012.

Credit Card Payments To National 
Office

Please note that as of 10 October 2011 
the Club will be charging the bank fee 
incurred to process any payments by credit 
card. This percentage is currently 2.25%. 
Any payments made directly in to our 
bank account which is available to all 
existing members and Beaded Wheels
subscribers, do not incur the surcharge. 
Remember to put your subscription 
number down as the reference.

Historic Race Licence
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that it has not expired. To renew 
your licence, please forward $22.50, along 
with your VCC HRL number,  or old HRL 
card, to the National Office and it will be 
updated.

Beaded Wheels February Issue
This February issue will be delayed due 

to the timing of the 2012 International 
Rally in Wanganui. Members should 
expect it in their mailboxes around the 
weekend of 18-19 February. 

CAST IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds, 

Cooling Fins, Castings, 
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE
MOTORING 

ENGINEER ltd
No. 6 R.D.

Palmerston North
Phone 06 324-8707

Keep your eyes open for the renewal 
advice for your membership to the 

Vintage Car Club of NZ. 

To receive the discount, payment for 
this is due by 20 March and payment 
must be received by 31 March 2012.
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Early West Coast Memories
The photograph in Mr Bell’s article 

Early West Coast Memories took my 
interest as the aircraft on the back of the 
truck is a DeHavilland DH90A Dragonfly 
whose fate remains a mystery to this day. 
The aircraft was repaired after the 1942 
accident and subsequently used for sight-
seeing flights. The aircraft, with five 
onboard, took off from Christchurch on 
12 February 1962 for a sightseeing flight 
to Milford Sound never to be seen again. 
Its disappearance sparked the biggest 
air search in New Zealand history. The 
disappearance is clouded in mystery and 
speculation about where it crashed. There 
is an excellent website devoted to this and 
other missing New Zealand aircraft. There 
is still one airworthy Dragonfly in New 
Zealand. It is based at Mandeville (near 
Gore) and still does pleasure flights.

Stuart Francis, Otatara

I received my copy of the latest Beaded 
Wheels today and recognised the registra-
tion of the aircraft on page 15. 

This aircraft, De Havilland Dragonfly 
ZK-AFB, went missing in mountainous 
country on a flight from Christchurch to 
Milford Sound on 12 February 1962. The 
pilot, Brian Chadwick, and his 4 passen-
gers perished and wreckage of the aircraft 
has never been located.  

John Newsham, Gisborne

Twenty years to build Austin Seven
The photo of the Austin Seven engined 

motorcycle that quite a few have written 

about in Beaded Wheels is the one that 
can be seen in the Hayes’ Collection in 
Invercargill.

This bike was built by David Crouch 
whom I knew for many years. David was 
foreman of the Public Service garage in 
Christchurch. He built it over 20 years. 
First the Austin motor was fitted trans-
versely in a Triumph Tiger 90 frame with 
the Triumph gearbox. A rebuild used an 
AJS Springtwin frame, Norton gearbox 
and front wheel from a Suzuki waterbus. 
He rode it quite a lot around Christchurch.

In later years Norman Hayes asked 
Dave if he could have first option if he 
ever wanted to sell it. Norman finally 
bought it. While David had Bitsa on the 
tank Norman insisted that it be re-badged 
as Crouch Special after the builder. It was 
very heavy but very neatly built.

I believe it has been ridden in a few 
rallies down south.

Cliff Buckett, Christchurch

Rover P4 110
Several month ago you published my 

letter about the restoration of my Rover 
P4 110. During that time I was a member 
of the Rover P4 Drivers Guild in Britain 
and have been kept up to date with Guild 
events by its former Kent and Sussex 
representative since 2004.

He has asked me to be a representative 
for the Guild to pass on any information 
that may be available about any P4s here 
in New Zealand.

Any model from 1949 cyclops up to 
110/105Rs to 1964 when production 
ceased, in any condition, running order or 
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The Austin Seven motorcycle that took 20 years to build

otherwise is of interest.
I have seen some immaculate ones 

here; also one in particular with a tired 
well-used body, which started first go on 
the button every time with an original 
high mileage recorded since new.

It is commendable for owners to be 
using these quite remarkable cars, even 
now. These Rovers new were not cheap 
to buy, being hand-built to high levels 
of quality engineering, trim and overall 
finish. As a result many have survived well 
for many discerning owners to the present 
day. 

Any information can be passed on to 
the address below.

As usual great magazine, one of the 
best. Looking forward to the next issue as 
always.

Ken Braddon
Flat 13, Marlowe Mews
24 Marlowe Road, Blockhouse Bay
Auckland 0600

Austin 7 powered motorcycles
There has been discussion in recent 

issues of Austin 7 powered motorcycles. 
This was something new to me and I 
found it intriguing but not surprising as 
the Austin 7 engine is quite versatile. 
One was converted to a tractor in 1945 
and a photo is featured in Feb 1982 Old 
Motor magazine page 67. It was a cultivator 
conversion by Watkins Bros in Market 
Garden of Fladbury, Worcestershire. Also 
a later version of the engine was used by 
Raleigh, later Reliant, to power its Regal 3 
wheeler in the 1950s and ‘60s.

However, there was a 3 wheeler Austin 
7 produced as a “one off” by the factory as 
a promotional exercise when the company 
was sponsoring a motorcycle rally. This 
was the 1938 Haywood 3 wheeler and it 
turned up for sale by a classic dealer in the 
UK and was advertised in The Automobile 
Oct 1988 Page 99. It’s a unique 3 wheeler 
built with factory co-operation for The 
International 6 Day Motorcycle Trials and 
featured in The Light Car magazine in July 
of that year. It was in need of total restora-
tion and was for sale for £2,950.

I have indexed in depth most of the 
The Automobile magazines 1983-1988 of 
a collection to 2006 and ongoing! As for 
The Light Car magazine I sadly have not 
yet had the pleasure of indexing those 
– they are more motorcycle magazines 



but often had articles on light, micro or 
specials. Cars not covered by the estab-
lished weeklies of The Autocar and The 
Motor in the UK. I’m not aware if any of 
the major city libraries have issues. I kick 
myself when I think back to when I was in 
Picton a few years back and a used book 
seller had around 30 issues at very reason-
able prices.

Julian Walls

Pre-1940 Triumph Motor Club 
Limited

I have recently been appointed area 
representative of the Pre-1940 Triumph 
Motor Club Limited, formerly the Pre-1940 
Triumph Owners Club. The Club has a 
comprehensive worldwide register of 
pre-war Triumphs and has a record of 29 
New Zealand pre-1940 Triumphs.

The Club’s register is the authoritative 
source of information on these vehicles. 
Vehicles recorded for New Zealand include 
Super 7s, Super 8s, Scorpion, Glorias, 
Vitesses and Dolomites between 1929 and 
1939.

I would be pleased to hear from pre-1940 
Triumph owners in order to check if they 
are on the register, or to update their 
details. The register is confidential to the 
club.

Please contact me for further informa-
tion about the club, membership benefits 
and the details requested.

Philip Redmond
Phone 03 352 0374
Email piredmond@hotmail.com

Photo Identification
The car featured on the inside cover 

of Beaded Wheels 312 is an 1899 Star 
made by the Star Motor Company of 
Wolverhampton UK to a Benz design. 
It is probably the same car that Arthur 

Marychurch purchased in the UK for £175 
and brought to New Zealand in September 
1900 on the steamer Whakatane.  A 
photograph was published in the Weekly 
News, October 1900 showing Marychurch 
driving with Emil Bockaert and the 
Skeates brothers as passengers. A sign on 
the side stated that Skeates and Bockaert 
were sole agents.

The car was tried in downtown 
Auckland but it did not have the ability to 
climb the steep hills out of Queen Street. 
Apparently belt slip on the primary drive 
was the problem and there is a story that 
the car was taken up Wellesley Street west 
as far as it would go and then given full 
speed downhill across Queen Street to 
charge up Wellesley Street East only to run 
out of traction by the time it reached the 
Library/Art Gallery.

Skeates & Bockeart failed to sell the 
car in Auckland and Bockeart shipped it 
to Canterbury where he could demonstrate 
it on some flat land around Christchurch 
where he found a buyer. The picture in 
Beaded Wheels is probably taken in the 
Christchurch area. Another photo of the 
same car was published in Beaded Wheels 
151 and in Leith Newell’s Commemorating 
100 years of Motoring.

Barry Robert
Auckland Branch Librarian

Information 
I have recently bought a 1948 Hudson 

Super Six (step-down model) for which 
I am seeking information. I have no 
ownership papers with the car but have a 
registration plate number AT9 on one plate 
on the car. Chassis number is 4819 8854, 
engine number 304 299. The car was origi-
nally metallic green, then at one time light 
brown with a white roof.

It is right-hand drive with no evidence 

mailbag

of it ever being converted from left-hand 
drive. It had a bunch of road gravel 
removed from the chassis with sizeable 
pieces of white quartz mixed in. Two 
previous names of owners are Mr D Wigg, 
possibly from Katikati, and a Mr Spencer 
Jamison, possibly from Rotorua. Any infor-
mation helping me get this car through the 
vinning process would be greatly appreci-
ated.

Andrew Peterson
1 Romana Cresent, 
Papamoa 3118

The first motor car in Auckland, 5 October 1900 1948 Hudson Super Six

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
ENGINE PARTS

PISTONS, VALVES, HEAD GASKETS
TIMING GEARS, MORSE CHAINS

ENGINE BEARINGS,
SPARK PLUG THREAD ADAPTORS

GEORGE CALDER LIMITED
307 HOON HAY ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH

PH 03 338 5372 FAX 03 338 5482
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue 
will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged) 
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
Sarndra Raybould and Keith Hughes. Congratulations and thanks for 
your contribution. 

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels 
cap!

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair ShopOne Stop Vintage Repair One Stop Vintage Repair One Stop Vintage Repair 
LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEEDAA

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING 

of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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Words and photos 
Grant Hitchings

the way we were

I spent the last weekend of September 
with the Waikato Branch of the VCC 
participating in its PV Group rally, 
(vehicles 1931 to 1960). I was initially a 
passenger with Greg and Gaynor Terrill 
but when their recently-purchased 1965 
Daimler had petrol pump problems not 
long after take-off, I completed the journey 
with Bryan and Lorraine Cossey in their 
V8 Ford. There were about 45 cars entered 
on the 100 mile long run which started 
from the branch clubrooms in Cambridge.

A dinner on the Saturday night 
concluded a very enjoyable day for me and 
I am grateful to the branch members for 
their hospitality. 

Branch clubrooms are always of interest 
and the Waikato Branch HQ was no 
exception. I was given a booklet compiled 
by Ray Hirst detailing its history and that 
of the membership. It commenced with an 
interesting observation.

“WWII drew a veil over all that 
went before it and in the brave new 
Post-War world, when it was seen 
that motor cars would never be the 
same again, a backwards glance gave 
a view that those years were really 
the golden years of motoring.”
With 34 prospective members regis-

tering their interest, an independent 
old-car club was established in March 1958 
centred in Hamilton with about a dozen 
pre-1931 vehicles available. The booklet 
details how the fledgling club grew and 
in 1960 with an attitude bordering on 
arrogance (it was stated), members decided 
to stage a National Rally for old cars to 

be based in Morrinsville. With assistance 
from the local Chamber of Commerce 
the club approached the Mobilgas Oil 
Company who agreed to provide free fuel 
to all entrants no matter how far they 
travelled. I am left wondering how much 
that would have cost the company. At 
that time it was the largest rally ever held 
in New Zealand for Veteran and Vintage 
era cars and all agreed that it was an 
immense success. 

Since its inception, members of the 
Waikato Club had had no interest in 
joining the established national group of 
the New Zealand Vintage Car Club but 
a change of heart saw the Waikato Club 
become an affiliated branch of the VCC 
in March 1965. The Branch magazine 

Venture was launched in January of that 
year. 

Initially club meetings were held in 
private homes but with growth, sports 
clubrooms and halls were used. Eventually 
it was decided by members that they should 
have their own clubroom and a newly 
formed Clubroom Committee successfully 
negotiated with the Cambridge Borough 
Council for a lease on part of a reserve in 
the town’s green belt. This was in 1974. 
The branch shares the site with karate, 
badminton, and the Boy Scouts who allow 
branch members to utilise their large 
grounds for parking.

A two-room school building at 
Patetonga, north of Morrinsville, became 
available and when a tender of a few 
hundred dollars was accepted it was moved 
to the Cambridge site. Built in 1913 its 
style suits the club admirably. Over the 
years a parts shed, small museum, and a 
library have been added and there are 
plans to extend the floor space of the 
main clubroom. The complex is well 
maintained and I imagine functions well 
for club activities.

The branch has a very busy yearly 
programme for motorists, the flagship 
event being the Double 50 Rally held 
at Queen’s Birthday weekend. It has its 
annual swapmeet in November and a hill 
climb in September. Other Branch events 
include a gymkhana and a prize giving 
dinner.

BW

The author with VCCNZ Past President, Greg Terrill and his 1930 Chrysler 77 convertible coupe.

Waikato Branch clubrooms.
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historical snippets 
of motoring interest 
from years gone by
Graeme Rice

timelines
100 YEARS AGO 

1911 – Nakedness was out at Olympia. 
Reviewers commented that there were fewer 
bare chassis at the show as “the great mass 
of visitors are now more or less educated in 
the general principles of chassis construc-
tion. As a result it is now better to display 
the complete vehicle!” As a consequence 
the 1911 Olympia show was said to be a 
magnificent display of finished cars.

75 YEARS AGO

1936 – AA’s Motor World celebrated the 
restoration of Charles Monck’s 1901 single 
cylinder 5hp Benz after a stint powering a 
large saw. Originally imported by his father, 
John Stanley Monck, the Benz was one of 
the first three cars to run in Christchurch. 
It could do 20mph but had no reverse gear. 
Thankfully it was so light the front end 
could be lifted to turn it around.

50 YEARS AGO

1961  – Triumph dealers announced that 
Stirling Moss chose a 948cc Herald for 
his personal transport while in NZ, but 
on a sadder note this was the last season 
Ardmore, described as the nursery of Kiwi 
motor racing on a large scale, would be used. 
Since opening in 1954 when Stan Jones 
won in the Maybach Special, Ardmore had 
seen Jack Brabham and Bruce McLaren go 
international, Ken Wharton’s BRM V16 
and Ron Roycroft’s giant killing acts.

30 YEARS AGO

1981 – Cars that weren’t what they seemed. 
Frazer Cars took $10,540 Austin Metros to 
Aston Martin’s bodybuilder Tickford who 
made 100mph, 80bhp, 35mpg Frazer Tickford 
Metros. All the luxury stuff was fitted - 
leather, carpet, cruise control and a new 
head with a Weber twin choke carb. Trouble 
was the $25,540 price tag landed it in BMW 
323i, Ford Fairmont, Holden Commodore 
SL/E6 and Rover 2600 territory. 

Showcasing almost 60 vehicles at a time, from the 1950s to the 1980s, Omaka 
Classic Cars has opened to the public. Situated next to the Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre on the outskirts of Blenheim, the collection offers a special 

insight into both Marlborough and New Zealand motoring history from that charismatic 
period where space, grace, chrome bumpers, large grilles and individual design were 
allowed to run wild.

Covering the period between the pioneering Vintage car era and the cars of today, 
every vehicle in the collection is original and every one of them, with minimal work, 
would happily motor from Bluff to Cape Reinga and at the national speed limit. All of 
them, or the makes they represent, have formed part of the New Zealand way of life at 
some point during their lifecycle and all were originally available on the New Zealand 
market.

Ron Stewart a Trustee of the Marlborough Motoring Trust, owner of Omaka Classic 
Cars says: “We have been collecting these cars since 1992 and are delighted to preserve 
them as a collection to prevent them from being lost forever.”

From Austins to Zodiacs with Fords, Holdens, Jaguars and more, the range is 
extensive. It will change every two months to include more of the 110 or so cars in the 
total collection.

The Marlborough Motoring Trust is a Charitable Trust which has been established by 
the Stewart family to provide the opportunity to safe-guard motoring history and support 
the future of motoring within New Zealand.

Omaka Classic Cars is open from 10am to 4pm. Parking and entry tokens available 
next door from Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre, Aerodrome Road, Omaka, Blenheim, 
Marlborough, New Zealand. www.omakaclassiccars.co.nz

Four decades of motoring history now 
open to the public
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Way back in the mid ‘70s, after an absence of seven years, 
four in Central Otago followed by three years in Hong 
Kong, I returned to Dunedin. As I set about gathering 

up my motorcycles and setting up house I renewed acquaintances 
with my previous motorcycling buddies and once again became 
immersed in the local motorcycling scene. They were all talking 
about the great rallies they had been on with the VCC and it all 
sounded so good that I just had to join and take part in the action. 
One rally they spoke of with great enthusiasm was the Dunvegan 
Rally. The stories they regaled me with about the antics that 
occurred during the early Dunvegans were astounding. I recently 
met with a participant in the first Dunvegan, held in 1971, during 
the McLean’s Island Swap Meet and he informed me that the new 
sleeping bag he had purchased for the occasion still showed the 
battle scars of many very nervous sheep running over it (while 
he was still in it, presumably). We will draw a veil over how this 
came about in the interests of protecting the guilty. I don’t think 
he has been game to use the sleeping bag since. The destination of 
the first four rallies was the Dunvegan Farm in South Otago, then 
owned by Brian and Louise Pearce, hence the name of the rally, 
although subsequent rallies have toured to alternative destinations 

in Otago. Brian and Louise have been on many Dunvegans and 
were also present at the 40th. My first Dunvegan was in 1976 and 
I presume we were all maturing a bit by then as I don’t recall any 
outrageous behaviour at all.  I have been on about 30 Dunvegans 
since and all have been most enjoyable events. It seems the 
organisers have got the mix of distance, destinations, format and 
camaraderie about right as many entrants return year after year 
although only two, Bill Veitch from Dunedin and Ray Shearman 
from Christchurch, have done them all. The event also always 
attracts riders from other branches and even from overseas from 
time to time. 

There were 60 entrants for this year’s event with about half 
from Dunedin and the rest from the top to the bottom of the 
South Island. Ex-Dunedinite Bevars Binnie also came over from 
Australia to take part in the event. As usual we met up with the 
other participants at the Otago Branch clubrooms on the Friday 
evening and organisers Hec Browet and Brian Walker gave us a 
briefing on the weekend’s activities. Also mentioned was that it 
was hoped to have a history of the Dunvegan produced by next 
year’s event. Interestingly, they had on display a list of all previous 
Dunvegan participants over the years. Two things struck me about 

OTAGO BRANCH

40TH DUNVEGAN RALLY words Kevin Clarkson, photos Robert Jones
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this list: It wasn’t as long as one might have expected and some 
of the participants, regrettably more than I expected, have since 
passed away.

We set off from the world class Chinese Gardens in Dunedin 
on Saturday morning in brilliant weather, and meandered via a 
circuitous route taking in the coastal scenery between Brighton 
and Taieri Mouth before going over the hill and navigating 
some gravel roads to SH1 and a short stint on the main road to 
Balclutha Branch clubrooms for a refreshment stop. The time trial 
section commenced here as we continued on to explore South 
Otago and ended up at a shearing shed adjacent to the Dunvegan 
Farm for an excellent lunch followed by a photo shoot at the 
Dunvegan sign. Once returned to Dunedin we enjoyed dinner, 
the evening celebrations and prize giving in the Otago Branch 
clubrooms.

The Sunday run took us right around the beautifully scenic 
Otago Peninsula and back to the Shiel Hill Tavern for lunch 
before we all dispersed to our home destinations. Another great 
Dunvegan rally completed and once again Dunedin turned great 
weather on for us over both days.

On Sunday night I took the opportunity to watch the Irish beat 
Italy in the RWC match at the new Otago Stadium and what a 
wonderful venue that is. We need one like that in Christchurch!

Will I be back again? You bet, and I’m sure many others will 
also. BW

Results

Overall Winner
Aotearoa Plate Phil Sell Balclutha 1970 Triumph
P60 Award
Dunvegan Rock Phil Sell Balclutha 1970 Triumph
Ladies Award
Ruddle Cup Louise Pearce Blenheim 1954 AJS
Mr Dunvegan Arthur Bruce Christchurch 1930 Ariel (Dunvegan)
Age/Mileage Trophy Bryan Hayman Rangiora 1951 Ariel
Oldest Bike Neville Ridd Alexandra 1922 Henderson
Hard Luck Trophy Ray Shearman Christchurch 1942 Indian
Fiddlers Trophy John Chynoweth Oamaru 1928 Harley-Davidson
Riders Choice Graeme Williams Invercargill 1925 Henderson

s

Bruce Murray’s 1942 BSA leads some riders towards Dunvegan farm.

1930 Ariel (Dunvegan)
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As a small boy in the Catlins just after the war I recall a 
neighbour, Mr Kirkland, had a very large two door Jewett, 
the same as the one in this article. It was later bought 

as a running chassis without a body by an old school mate Alex 
Sime and I helped him build it into a truck. Later it was wrecked 
and for many years the large motor powered his sawmill. Later, 
in the early fifties I moved to Milton and along the road a man 
had an old Paige truck that had the same type of motor. If I was 
asked today after a lifetime love of old cars, which was the one 
that impressed most, it would be a 1923 Paige Daytona roadster 
with disc wheels that was with a circus that came to town. What a 
lovely sporty looking car with a big six litre motor.

The Jewett was a product of the Paige-Detroit Motor Company 
and was sold alongside the Paige range as a lower price model.  
The name derived from H M (Harry) Jewett, the company 
president.  Jewetts were produced from 1923 to 1926. They were 
rugged cars and popular in the mid-price range. For 1927 the 
name was dropped and the car became the Paige 6-45.  

In April 1926 the Grahams had sold their Graham Brothers 
truck business to Dodge and in June 1927 purchased the Paige-
Detroit Motor Company and from 1928 the cars became 
Graham-Paiges. The car featured in this article is a 1925 4.1 litre 
six-cylinder model. It would have been produced towards the end 
of the production run of 40,000 as it is fitted with four-wheel 
hydraulic brakes. It has covered just over 190,000 miles and is 
totally original. I first came across this car in the early 1990s when 
I worked at Jac’s Mitre 10 in Dunedin. At the time it was owned 

JEWETT
  A NAME THAT BRINGS BACK FOND MEMORIES
Some thoughts from Mel Tapp
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Brake & Cable Specialist
FOR HARD TO SOURCE CABLES, BRAKE PARTS OR HOSES CALL THE SPECIALISTS

www.apexautocentre.co.nz

66 Killarney Road, Hamilton

0800 10 27 39
parts@apexautocentre.co.nz

▲ Cables – speedo, handbrake, accelerator, choke 

▲ Brakes – shoes, resleeving, booster overhaul
▲ Hose manufacturing – brake, braided, power steering 
▲ Brake cylinder resleeving

DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR ENGINE
ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR BLOWS 
COOLANT OUT AFTER RUNS, NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

Note: needle has done full turn and still not boiling at 300degF.
(Roy Rowes V8/60 Racing car)

TRY THAT WITH ANY OTHER COOLANT!
• Doubles the boiling temp
• Never stops transferring heat from the engine

to the radiator
• Total fill (no water)
• Long Life: harmless to all alloys, plastics, rubbers etc
LIQUIDINTELLIGENCE 115 COOLANT $31.50 per litre incl. GST plus freight

FOR INFO – TECH TALKS – ORDERS ETC
PH 0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

email roylking@xtra.co.nz  www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

COOLING SYSTEM CLEANER
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Scale Deposits: Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer 
heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale 2mm thick insulates 
and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%.
Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in 
the top of the radiator blocking the core causing further overheating.
Liquid Intelligence 239: dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling 
system, will not damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling 
system metal surfaces to inhibit further corrosion.

NOW AVAILABLE IN NEW ZEALAND
Comes as a 2.2kg 
Kit - enough to do 
30 litres (3 cars)
 $123.50
Including GST and freight 
anywhere in NZ

BEFORE

AFTER

by Jac Morshis and remained in storage until purchased recently 
by Bernie Horn of Otago Branch.

This car would have been purchased from the local Dunedin 
agents C&W Shiel, who were also agents for Packard, Sunbeam 
and Rapson tyres.

It was purchased new by Mr Doodieward, a local drapery 
hawker, who went door to door around Otago with his wares in 
a 1925 Stewart truck set-up with accommodation as well as room 
for the dresses and linen. Later his son Ab took over and I well 
recall the old Stewart grinding up the road to our house. It was 
replaced around 1956 with a Studebaker Pelham station wagon 
and the old Stewart was cut down to serve around his large estate 
and garden at North Taieri. The Stewart truck was purchased by 
Ken Walmsley and it has been restored to a high standard by him.

The first thing you notice about the Jewett is the size. This is 
a large car and in such original condition even the lovely lace on 
the blinds on the rear side and back windows adds to the presence.

On the road it motors well around 40-45mph. It can reach 
60mph, but one feels that’s okay for a while if not for long periods. 
It was very noticeable when Bernie moved his prized 1929 Dodge 
Victory Six out to get the Jewett from the shed how much 
smoother the Dodge motor ticked over than the Jewett. I think 
that from memory the Jewett motor has a three bearing crank-
shaft and this may be why it is not so happy at the higher revs. 
These motors were used to haul the coal trolleys out of the 
Viewbank Coal Mine just out of Milton where I lived and gave 
great service. A reconditioned one was always sitting in the shed 
and replacement was about every six years so they were a very 
strong motor.  BW
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William Graeme Vining was born in London in 1865, the 

tenth child of barrister James Vining and his wife Emma 

Mayo. W G Vining came to New Zealand at the age of 27,  

and after a short time in the Wairarapa moved to Nelson 

and became Cathedral organist.

With business aspirations, he set up shop just below the 

cathedral in Trafalgar Street and sold pianos and bicycles. 

He also bought up land and built homes.

His passion for transportation saw him owning a Benz (the 

first car to appear in New Zealand) by the end of 1895. 

A replica is in the Southward Museum at Paraparaumu.

By 1900 he had a De Dion with pneumatic tyres and soon 

graduated to a Cadillac, the car which is the subject of the 

pioneering run from Nelson to Christchurch. Much forward 

planning was needed for this epic journey, to ensure horses 

and help would be available to negotiate rivers unaided.

Once the route had been pioneered, W G had for many 

years a monopoly for people wishing to travel by car to 

Christchurch. He become a direct importer from 1907 and 

built huge premises covering a block between Bridge and 

Hardy streets. Cadillac, Bean, Maxwell, Haynes, Darracq, 

Unic, and Model T Fords were among his imported makes; 

some as bare chassis assembled in Nelson.

W G also ran service cars to the West Coast, Blenheim, 

Motueka and Riwaka under the name Pope Motors. These 

were taken over by Newmans. By the late 1920s the 

days of the direct importer were over and W G ended up 

franchising for Hudson, Essex, Chevrolet, Dodge and Rover. 

A long-time business associate Les Montgomery bought the 

business in 1927, and the name changed to Montgomery’s 

Garage. However the Vining name was not lost to the 

trade; descendents Philip, Peter and Robert continued in the 

motor trade through to 2006. 

THE 
VININGS

Four generations in 
the motor trade

Mr W G Vining and family (the small boy in front is better known today as 
Mr P M Vining. Photo photonews.org.nz

W G Vining Ltd. The Nelson Provincial Museum, Kingsford Collection: 
118117.

16 Beaded Wheels



Triumph of the “new-fangled machine” 
Words by Richard and Peter Vining

In 1906 a trip outside most towns was at best tiresome, at worst 
dangerous - few rivers were bridged and the roads were little 
more than bullock and coach trails which turned to mud at 

the first sign of rain. Yet early motorists did venture outside towns, 
proving to the doubters that horsepower was no longer restricted 
to horses. However, breakdowns on the rough trails were common 
and benzine filling stations rare. Despite the drawbacks and the 
initial prejudice against the “new-fangled machines” some forward-
thinking New Zealanders recognised their potential.

Among them was William Vining of Nelson. His little 10 hp 
single cylinder Cadillac was not the first car in Nelson, but he 
believed in the new means of travel and founded a family car 
business that was to survive almost three-quarters of a century 
through world wars and depressions.

In 1906 motorists had pioneered the road between Blenheim 
and Nelson, while several had fought their way through the tough 
route from Christchurch to Blenheim. No-one had completed 
the journey from Nelson to Christchurch when the Vinings, 
accompanied by three well known Nelsonians Mrs W Sutton, 
Miss L Hunter Brown and Miss B Humphries set out on Thursday 
26 March on a new phase of motoring adventure. Ahead lay the 
tortuous trail to Rai Valley and after Blenheim, the dangerous 
Christchurch route with its steep cuttings, unstable hillsides and 
interminable river fords.

They awoke that autumn morning to face pouring rain and 
discouraging reports about the state of the road to Blenheim. 
Nevertheless, just before 11am Mr Vining swung the starting 
handle and, as the Nelson Post Office clock struck the hour, the 
Cadillac chugged out of the city.

They laboured up the winding Whangamoa Hill, past perpen-
dicular drops to the valley below and bends so sharp the bonnet 
of the car almost disappeared before them. Often only centimetres 
separated the outside wheels from the edge of the coach trail.

After the Whangamoa they tackled the Rai Saddle, again with 
little trouble, and arrived at Rai Falls for a late lunch without 
getting too wet. However, they did not delay long as the roads were 
bad and progress was naturally slow. They pushed on to Havelock, 
where the benzine tank was refilled at Brownlees.

As the Cadillac left Havelock rain fell in buckets, but the 
purchase of a large umbrella for four shillings and sixpence to 
shelter the four in the open car proved an inspired move.

It was growing dark by the time they reached the turn-off 
to the Tuamarina Track which wound round the bluffs of the 
Wairau River. Their pace was now down to a crawl as they warily 
followed the dangerous cuttings with all their eyes glued to the 
road. Finally, they were through and turned for Blenheim. Still the 
rain bucketed down and visibility was bad. They waited for a train 
to cross the combined rail-road bridge, and Mr Vining, impatient 
and wet, sped onto the bridge, forgetting the sharp turn at the 
other end. A warning cry prompted him to apply the emergency 
brake just as the front wheels disappeared into a cattle stop. 
Fortunately, the rear wheels stayed on the road and, after much 
pushing, they were back on the trail again. Ten minutes later they 
were regarding the face of the Post Office clock in the Blenheim 
Square. It said 8.15 pm.

In rapidly clearing weather the Vinings left Blenheim the next 
day at 11.30 am on the second stage of their journey, travelling 
through Starborough (now Seddon) and Flaxbourne which, until 
the railway was completed, was never known by its present name 
of Ward. 

The Vinings were told that they would never negotiate the 
Flaxbourne Hills because they were metres deep in mud and new 
gravel. However, apart from one stoppage they found the going 
reasonable. A friendly roadman showed them how to use tussock 
to give the wheels better grip on slippery sections.

W G Vining, Mrs Sutton, MIss Hunter Brown and Mrs Humphries in the 
first car to drive from Nelson to Christchurch 1906 (R A Vining)
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They reached the Ure River without a hitch and found it so dry 
that it did not even afford them drinking water, so they pushed on 
to Kekerengu after visiting a homestead.

Ahead lay The Slip, a bad piece of road three quarters of a 
mile long and always subject to slides. They negotiated it success-
fully until they were but a metre from the end, when the Cadillac 
bogged down. All hands gathered armfuls of tussock, but still they 
could not get a grip. Next they hauled on the car with a block and 
tackle until they could pull no more. In fact, they bent the iron 
pin holding the tackle, but the car remained stuck fast.

With darkness coming on, they walked the five kilometers to 
the Rutherford homestead where several men offered to help with 
an enormous cart horse. While the horse pulled and the crew 
and men heaved, the morass reluctantly gave up its victim. The 
Vinings arrived at the accommodation house at 9.30pm, tired but 
pleased with their progress.

Again they encountered “croakers” who forecast tales of doom 
on the trail ahead, but they were sceptical now and no longer 
the nervous motorists who had started from Nelson the morning 
before.

The next day after driving only a few kilometres, they encoun-
tered the Devil’s Elbow - a fearsome hill covered in mud. The 
Vinings had been told they would need a horse to get to the top, 
but first they tried the roadman’s trick with flax and tussock. They 
made a track through the mud and, with one person driving and 
three pushing, the Cadillac crept up the hill. Whenever it stuck 
they laid flax in front of the wheels and ultimately reached the 
top of the hill safely. It had been hard work in the heat of the day 
so they paused at The Shades for tea, where they regaled everyone 
with their tales.

Lunch followed at the Clarence accommodation house, which 
they found full of the relics of the 1886 Tairoa wreck. Then they 
found themselves on fine roads and passing lovely scenery until 
they reached the Hapuka River, which was dreaded by local 
people. Some Maoris came to their aid and soon there was a large 
gathering on the banks of the river. Two of the motorists crossed 
in a borrowed horse and gig, then the horse was harnessed to the 
Cadillac. With the horse pulling and the car straining forwards 
they reached the middle of the Hapuka - but there the Cadillac 
became stuck against huge boulders.

Two passing cyclists came to their aid and helped move the 
boulders. After an hour’s delay the car came bumping up the bank 
with water pouring from it. The Maori children raised a cheer and 
the Vinings felt they had at least provided them with an after-
noon’s entertainment.

Contrary to all expectations, the motor started without demur 
and they ran the remaining ten kilometres into Kaikoura in fine 
style. During their overnight stop the coach driver was emphatic 

that the road to Christchurch was impassable with a “new-fangled 
machine”, but the Vinings decided to continue the journey until 
they could go no further.

Again brilliant weather favoured them. A horse helped pull 
the Cadillac through the waters of the Kowhai, the first obstacle, 
and another horse provided help at Stormy Creek. Crill Creek had 
to be crossed with no assistance. At the tiny Lynton the Cadillac 
stuck fast on the soft, sandy bottom. They extricated the car from 
the middle of the creek using sacks, planks and manuka.

Friends at Lynton Downs provided lunch and sent a horse to 
help the Vinings over the Kahutara Ford. The Kaikouras rose 
close above the road and they revelled in the wonderful scenery, 
although their route climbed great cuttings such as Forty Corners 
and dipped into deep river ravines with sheer bluffs rising on each 
side. Charwell crossing was such a river and a friendly shepherd 
used his horse to pull the car from the soft silt. It was dark by the 
time they reached the Conway accommodation house where they 
spent the night.

They started before dawn the next morning to allow plenty 
of time to attempt the infamous Conway Cutting. Two men and 
horses accompanied them to haul the Cadillac up the precipice 
on the southern bank of the river and then rode with them the 
10 miles to the Upper Mason ford. There they faced three miles 
of water and river bed. Fortunately, the horses did not mind the 
sound of the engine running, so together they overcame the river 
without too many undue delays.

At the Wandel the Cadillac became stuck once more and 
was hauled out by a team of horses. A roadman’s horse and cart 
towed the car through the Lottery, while a shepherd and two 
draught horses saw them safely across the Lower Mason. Ahead lay 
Waiau, and the excited motorists sent a telegram back to Nelson 
announcing the fact that they had practically made the first 
journey by motorcar from Nelson to Christchurch.

After the trials of the previous four days the crossings of the 
Pahau and Waipara went without a hitch and they arrived in 
Cathedral Square, Christchurch, at 10 am on 31 March.

Travel-stained but elated with their mishap-free six-day 
marathon, the Vinings rested in Christchurch for three days 
before turning homeward. They had an easier time because the 
rivers were much lower and roadmen had been busy repairing the 
effects of recent floods along stretches of the road. They needed 
help at the Upper Mason, Conway, Charwell and Hapuka Rivers, 
but they crossed the rest by themselves. The Cadillac chugged into 
Nelson on 8 April after a round trip to Christchurch and back in 
12 days.

 
 BW
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CLASSIC & VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES & CARS
ENTRIES NOW INVITED
AUCTION MARCH 2012

New Zealand’s Premier  
Auction House 

18 Manukau Road  
Newmarket, Auckland 
auctions webbs.co.nz  

www.webbs.co.nzA. 1915 INDIAN LIGHT TWIN 680CC MODEL B  ACHIEVED $52,800 

B. 1947 NORTON MANX 350 ACHIEVED $58,700

C. 1963 FERRARI LUSSO 250 ACHIEVED $1,100,000  
RECORD PRICE FOR A MOTOR CAR AT AUCTION IN NEW 
ZEALAND

D. 1955 VINCENT BLACK KNIGHT ACHIEVED $100, 000

E. 1971 HONDA  CB 500 ACHIEVED $10, 600

A

B

C

D

E

2011 saw Webb’s offer two exceptional collections of vintage motorcycles and classic cars which generated over 
$2.6 million in sales and established a range of national and international record prices as the local market competed 
with international collectors. The quality of machines within New Zealand continues to astound new comers and 
attract the seasoned collector. The high level of competition seen underscores the fact that demand for quality 
examples remains strong. Webb’s has again established a new market, this time in the sale of collectors’ motorcycles 
within Australasia. Suitable entries are now invited for a Classic & Vintage Motorcycle and Car auction to be held in 
March 2012.

Contact: Neil Campbell  ncampbell@webbs.co.nz   +64 21 875 966

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southwardcarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre
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1939 Buick
Special – Series 40
Words & Photos Keith Hughes

Clinton Green of Napier owns this very nice 

Buick Special and bought it to transport his 

motel customers from the airport during that 

city’s annual Art Deco celebrations.  

The first owner lived in Invercargill, and over the years it 
passed through several hands before ending up in Oamaru 
in 1972. The speedometer reading was then 114,738 miles. 

Between 1972 and 2005 it moved to Napier and to date has 
clocked up a further 20,000. 

The 1939 Buick is particularly interesting because it is an 
unusually good-looking car. Many, if not most, especially later 
1930s cars, of all brands, tend to look a bit ungainly and out-of-
proportion from some angles, for example when looked at directly 
from the side. The bonnet often looks long, high and vertical 
compared to the rest of the car – a bit like the bow of a ship. Look, 
for example, at a 1938 Buick or 1939 Chevrolet. Manufacturers 
stretching sheet metal over the top of a vertical chrome grille 
designed to hide and streamline a tall and narrow ‘Vintage-type’ 
radiator caused the problem. Some ‘30s grilles extend over 300mm 
forward of the headlights. In contrast, Vintage car bonnets end at 
the radiator, usually behind the headlights. To me they seem to 
generally look more in proportion from side on. 

However, 1939 Buicks featured a new low, wide waterfall grille, 
their most distinguishing feature. This was emphasised in the 
year 2000 when GM-Buick designed the Buick Blackhawk to 
commemorate the 2003 centennial. The Blackhawk was a sort 
of retro-futuristic 2-door convertible with hidden headlights and 
no door handles, it uses an unmodified 1939 grille. The designer 

Steven D Pasteiner said –“we used the 1939 grille because it is 
one of the most significant in Buick history”. It effectively did 
away with, at least outwardly, the vestiges of the old flat vertical 
radiator.  

Buick was one of General Motors’ manufacturing divisions. 
GM created what was advertised as “a ladder of success” from the 
cheapest Chevrolet, to Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick, La Salle, and 
the most expensive Cadillac. Within the Buick division up to 
1936 there were four further progressively more expensive model 
ranges eg Series 50, Series 60, Series 80, and Series 90.  A Buick 
cost about twice as much as a Chevrolet, and about half as much 
as a Cadillac.  

The design features of our Napier Buick did not develop by 
chance, but through a process influenced by history and decisions 
made over a number of years. For example, Buick was hit hard 
by the 1930s’ depression because they made luxury cars, and 
sold only 78,000 units in 1934, not many by US standards. This 
led to Harlow H Curtice, the 39 year-old president of AC Spark 
Plug being asked by General Motors to revive the brand. He in 
turn challenged the head of GM Art and Colour Section Harley 
Earl (who drove only Cadillacs) to “design a Buick you would 
like to own”. The result was a renamed line of cars from 1936 
i.e., the Special (the old Series 50), the Century (Series 60), 
the Roadmaster (Series 80), and the Limited (Series 90).  The 
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line was distinguished mainly by engine and body sizes, a new 
Art Deco look, the inclusion of hydraulic brakes, and a good coil 
sprung independent front suspension, helped to increase 1936 
sales to a much more satisfactory 200,000. 

From 1937 a Fisher box-section unisteel ‘turret-top’ body was 
used allowing more room for passengers and a wider instrument 
panel. Then in 1939 the front window got a 25% increase in size, 
and all other windows 20%, with the back one made one-piece. 
The window surrounds were squared off with a chrome strip, 
and the C-pillar sloped forward in contrast with earlier models, 
which are vertical, on most modern cars, which slope backwards. 
The result markedly lifts the car’s looks and sense of light. Over 
231,000 Buicks were sold in 1939.

Other more minor body changes included flush door hinges 
except for the bottom front, streamlined door handles and bonnet 
release handles as part of the decorative louvre.

Underneath there were also developments, some of which we 
might have thought relatively modern rather than originating 
in the 1930s. For example, the car has all round coil suspension 
from 1938. The coil springing eliminated shackles, grease points, 
clogging with mud and grease, and retains resilience longer than 
leaf springs, which are possibly more suited to horse-drawn drays 
than motor vehicles.   

Under the bonnet is uncluttered, functional and looks easily 
maintained with a large orange BUICK 8 DYNAFLASH OIL 
CUSHIONED VALVE IN HEAD stencil along the rocker cover. 
The straight 8 ohv engine with Anolite pistons since 1936, 33/32 x 
41/8" bore and stroke, gives 248 cu (4014 cc) displacement and 107 
bhp (79.8 kW) and 224.1 Nm torque at 3400 rpm. Torque at 1000 
rpm is 126 ft-lbs (171 Nm). The engine has 5 main bearings and a 
compression ratio of 6.15:1. The 3-speed Synchromesh transmis-
sion drives a torque tube shaft, and the rear axle has a ratio of 
4.44:1. The original Carter carburettor is dual downdraught with 
automatic choke from 1935.

The engine is definitely not a rattle and splash Chevrolet with 
two more cylinders added. Full pressure lubrication (from 1939) 
delivers oil first to the rockers then down (rather than the usual 
up) the hollow pushrods to spill over the lifters, thus providing 
the so-called ‘valve-cushioning’. The Buick straight eights are 
considered strong engines by hot-rodders in the USA who still 
play around with them to this day.  

The dashboard is clear of clutter with very few knobs. In fact 
the only ones I could see were the cigar lighter and the light 
switch. The speedometer cluster contains gauges for fuel, tempera-
ture, battery charge and oil. There is a clock on the glove box lid, 
and an ash receptacle each end of the dash. The gear lever has a 

 This ‘39 Buick Special looks good even from the side.
The rear blinking indicators are standard on all models from 1939.
It has light grey upholstery and uncluttered dashboard.
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In 1876 Thomas and Harry Newman commenced business 

with two 6-horse wagons. The business prospered through 

the stage coach era and in 1911 the Newmans purchased 

their first four-cylinder Cadillac. By the late 1920s company 

had a fleet of over 50 motor vehicles. It was eventually 

merged into the Intercity Group and continues to provide 

coach services around New Zealand.

 Readers may recall photographs published in 

Beaded Wheels 307 –  they prompted this response from 

Grant Taylor.

Pictures of Newmans’ Cadillac service cars are not that 
common these days and pictures of them in service 
with subsequent owners/operators are scarce indeed. 

Consequently Arthur Bennett’s photos of Harry Lemon and his 
ex Newmans Cadillac were a welcome sight for me (Beaded Wheels 
307, page 2).

The car in the photo was a 1930 Cadillac 353 V8, bodied 
by Stevens in Christchurch circa 1935 for Newman Bros Ltd in 
Nelson. It carried chassis number 500346 and was number 47 in 
the fleet until Dec 1947 when it was renumbered 18. Fitted with 

switch for the rear direction indicators, standard on all models 
from 1939.

To start the engine the accelerator is first pumped a little, a 
large metal switch near the ignition key on the steering column 
is moved and the accelerator is then pressed to the floor to 
operate the starter. The sound of the 6-volt system turning 
the big engine soon gives results, and we are ready to go. The 
driver, as do all passengers, seems to sit quite high on the firm 
but well-upholstered seats, and the long nose is easily aimed in 
the desired direction. The column-change gear lever is simple 
to operate, although above about 12 mph there is no need 
to use it, and apart from the tapering bonnet and headlights 
stretching into the distance ahead one could imagine he was 
driving a 1960s or ‘70s model. The car is somewhat heavy to 
steer, especially at very low speeds, but very readily speeds up 
and slows down when the appropriate pedals are pushed. 

The Buicks were said to be capable of 95 mph, and were 
regarded as powerful performance vehicles. However, I find 
that speed difficult to believe of the Special given the low ratio 
differential 4.44:1. The 320 cu Century with final drive 3.9:1 
might do it. The Century was nicknamed the ‘bankers hotrod’. 
I drove this car at about 55 mph, and it certainly had plenty of 
pull at that speed when the pedal was pushed. If anything the 
engine seemed quieter than at 30 mph, when it sounded as if it 
should be in a higher gear. A bit of differential noise intruded 
at about 40 mph, but it did not increase at the highest speed.

 Bumps and road undulations are well absorbed, but there is a 
bit of swaying compared to a modern car if even slightly pushed 
around sharp corners. I imagine it could be hard work travelling 
long distances along a very winding metal road, or steep narrow 
streets. The car has a 120" (3048 mm) wheelbase, and weighs 
3670 lbs (1664 kg) without passengers and is currently running 
on Bridgestone 7.00/R16 light truck radial tyres.

One realises how big the car is when it comes time to do a 
U-turn. I wanted to fill up with gas at a station on the other 
side of a generously wide 4-lane road, which required driving 
past the station to a gap in the median strip. The car did not 
come anywhere near to completing a 180-degree turn in the 
available space. Consequently a 3-point turn happened using 
the footpath to help keep out of the way of traffic. The car is 
over 5m long.      

At some stage it has had a major makeover or restoration 
with dark blue paint, tasteful light grey cloth upholstery, and 
rubber parts renewed. The car reminds us continually that 
we are dealing with a Buick, with a logo on each hubcap and 
doorsill, the steering wheel, the engine, the boot and the grille 
surround. The finishing inside the car is more detailed and 
decorative than cheaper cars, as it is outside the door handles 
for example.  

  My wife says I do not have a big enough income, or garage, 
to own a car like this, but I still like to dream. Doing something 
similar to what was done to the 1930 Cadillac (Beaded Wheels  
303) could lengthen the useful life of vehicles such as this very 
nice Buick. Discreetly fitted modern electronic ignition and fuel 
injection has some obvious benefits. Eventually perhaps it will 
even be required for the owners of little Chevrolets.    BW

Newmans’ 
Service Cars
Words Grant Taylor 

Newmans Cars outside Nelson Post Office. 
The Nelson Provincial Museum, F N Jones Collection: 323274.

22 Beaded Wheels



a GMC 270cu inch engine and 5 speed gearbox in 1947/48, it was 
sold to Harry Lemon in 1951 and subsequently scrapped in the late 
‘50s ending up in the Westport Dump. The GMC engine was then 
fitted to ex Newmans number 6 which was being used as a caravan 
in the Westport area. Number 6 had previously had a Newmans 
GMC transplant and was scrapped near Charleston in 1963 with 
the remains buried about 1968/69.

The car Arthur mentions as belonging to Nelson Bros in 
Westport was a 1930 Cadillac 353, chassis number 507533, which 
had been used in standard sedan form as a service car on the 
Christchurch – Lake Coleridge run by Morrie Jeal of Jeals Motors. 
Sold to Newmans, the car was lengthened and bodied by Stevens 
in Christchurch in 1937, becoming number 34 in the Newmans 
fleet. The original sedan body was retained by Stevens until they 
were taken over by New Zealand Motor Bodies and subsequently 
went to Wadsworths at Tapawera before being bought by Barrie 
Grant and used in his restoration of ex Newmans number 44, 
the fabled Cadillac V16 number 34 was burnt out on the Rai 
Saddle road late in 1942 and rebuilt and rebodied by Stevens in 
1943. Fitted with a GMC engine and box in 1948, it was sold by 
Newmans in June 1954 to Steven Fayne at Sandy Bay for use as a 
school bus. It then passed to Ted Bonnell, also at Sandy Bay, and 
then to Nelson. Later it was sold to Harry Lemon who removed 
the engine and gearbox and the front axle which finished up 
under a mobile welder at Karamea. Number 34’s remains were then 
scrapped and burnt at the Westport dump.

However, Harry Lemon had yet another ex Newmans Cadillac 
service car. This was a 1928 Cadillac 341A, chassis number 301861. 
Bodied by Johnson and Smith in Christchurch, this car ran 20" 
wooden wheels with single rears unlike most of the 353s which 
ran five stud 18" Budd truck wheels with dual rears. Converted to 
hydraulic brakes, number 34 spent most of its time with Newmans 
on the run over Takaka Hill and was sold to Collingwood Motors 
circa 1945. Later it was bought by Harry Lemon and used by him 
for only a short time as it was fairly worn. Sold off as a caravan 

it was later built into a crib at Charleston as shown in the 
accompanying photo and was scrapped in the mid 1980s.

Harry Lemon had a number of ex Newmans fleet. Apart from 
at least one International there was also a Mack service car, a 
Diamond T, two Seddons and four Daimlers. In 1985 the remains 
of some of these vehicles could be found in the Westport dump 
which in those days was a veritable treasure-trove of interesting 
old stuff.

I’ve always wondered if Harry’s Suburban Bus Lines name 
came about through buying a vehicle from the company of the 
same name in Nelson. In 1965 the name was changed to Lemon’s 
Coaches and the business was sold to Cunninghams in 1971.

It is believed that only five Cadillac 353 service cars now 
survive in sound complete condition, although it would be great if 
one day something else came out of the woodwork. Fortunately 
three of these cars are ex Newmans, and all worked in the South 
Island for all or part of their service lives so not all links to the past 
have been lost.  BW

Newmans Cadillac. The Nelson Provincial Museum, Copy Collection: C1795.
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ROADS LESS TRAVELLED 
TO WAITOMO
Auckland Branch 

Wednesday 16 March 2011
Words and photos Anne and Ray Clarke 

9.30am on Wednesday 16 March, 35 
Vintage vehicles left the Drury Service 
Centre on the Southern Motorway, for the 
first section of our three day ramble to the 
Waitomo Caves. Included in the number 
of cars were three Europeans, one Peugeot, 
one Delage and our Volvo station wagon 
(fondly called Amy), the rest were either 
English or American.

A glorious day and a good brisk run to 
Raglan with lunch by the seaside. Then 
it was onto Kawhia. Some cars returned 
to Auckland leaving 23 to forge onwards! 
It was steady climbing and a reasonably 
damp surface to begin with leaving just 
enough room to pass an oncoming vehicle. 
There were some beautiful bush patches 
and as we climbed higher there were views 
of the aquamarine sea below bathed in full 
sunlight. Many stopped for a view from 
a look out and we appreciated again how 
beautiful our country is.

The descent brought dust, rattles 
and bounces over corrugations while 
shoulder muscles worked hard coping with 
“Armstrong” steering systems (no power 
steering). We skirted Aotea Harbour 
where the tide was out and then tar seal at 
long last! We take so much for granted our 
smooth modern roads. Then onward along 
Harbour Road skirting the back waters 
of Kawhia Harbour. Our route then took 
us upwards passing in succession recom-
mended sightseeing spots, Marakopu Falls, 

Piripiri Caves and Mangapohue Natural 
Bridge, and yes we will definitely visit 
them IF we ever drive past again. The 
old grandeur of the Waitomo Caves Hotel 
came into view and with a right turn at 
Curly’s Bar and up the hill to Kiwi-Paka 
Lodge. A quick shower and then down 
to Curly’s Bar for a BBQ and exchange of 
driving experiences, with several having 
unfortunate misadventures. 

The next day was a free one, with 
some visiting the Caves, others driving 
to Otorohanga and a few even down to 
Te Kuiti via back roads. That evening saw 
everyone gather back at Kiwi-Paka for a 
themed dinner, some fearsome looking 
Pirates attended with a prize for the best 
dressed going to Ray Clarke. Over $150 
was collected in fines and donated to the 
Christchurch Relief fund.

Friday saw us leave to return home via 
more interesting countryside, to a farm not 
far from Orakau where a local couple have 

converted their farm into an Arboretum, 
complete with a lake, an owl perching 
in a tree and lots of woodland to wander 
through. Finally onto Pirongia to lunch at 
the Clydesdale Museum, and from there 
back to Auckland.

We have to admit, this was one of the 
most interesting and challenging mystery 
trips we ever been on.

BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
RALLY
Central Otago Branch 

Sat 24 September, 2011
Words and photos Lindsay Olsen

Sixty-two cars lined up to start this year’s 
rally with the large number of entries from 
other branches out-numbering local entries 
by a significant margin. The Ashburton 
Branch could rightfully claim this event 
as their rally, with 22 cars venturing south 
for an extended weekend. Entrants from 
Amberley and Christchurch travelled the 
longest distance, with others coming from 
South Canterbury, North Otago, Dunedin, 
South Otago, Gore and Southland.

This year’s Blossom Festival organisers 
welcomed and encouraged participation in 
the Festival Parade through Alexandra and 
with cars lined up in approximate order 
of age, most showed off their vehicles to 
the huge and enthusiastic crowd lining the 
streets.

After lunch the rally got under way 
from the Bowling Club venue, proceeding 
North from Alexandra to Galloway and 
up over the Crawford Hills/Raggety 
Range. Good views of the Central Otago 
landscape would usually be enjoyed from 
this point, but cloud, hail and even the odd 
snow-flake made sightseeing difficult. The 
clay roads were in good order however, and 
the moisture helped dampen the dust. A 
loop around the Moa Creek area had cars 

rally snippets

Blossom Festival Rally: Alf O’Sullivan and Glenda Guthrie’s 1929 Hupmobile at Ophir.

Auckland Branch: 
Right: Auckland - Waitomo Ramble.
Below: Chief Pirate Ray Clarke.
Below right: Norm & Pat Dewhurst in fancy 
dress.
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rallysnippets

passing near one of the Lord of the Rings 
location sites and the active Glass Earth 
gold mining operation. A pause at the 
old Moa Creek Hotel allowed drivers and 
crew to take a look inside at the largely 
unchanged bar, bedrooms and facilities of 
this relic of the coaching days. The route 
then headed north in the Ida Valley to 
Poolburn, before turning west and crossing 
the range to the old gold mining township 
of Ophir. After leaving Ophir, cars crossed 
the Daniel O’Connell Suspension Bridge, 
one of the last surviving swing bridges in 
Central Otago. The return run on sealed 
roads to Cromwell via Chatto Creek, 
Springvale Road, Clyde and the Cromwell 
Gorge completed the 102 km rally.

Winner of the hard-luck award was 
Wally Ollerenshaw from Balclutha who 
got as far as Raes Junction before returning 
home for his modern vehicle when the 
gearbox on his MG TD began making 
ominous noises. 

Results

Time Trial
Veteran: John Chynoweth, 1918 Buick
Vintage: Rob & Diane Ross, 1930 Chrysler 77
PVV: Alistair & Nola Day, 1939 Chev Coupe
PWV: Lee Garlington 1956 Lincoln Continental
P60: Thelma Sutherland, 1962 Morris Minor

PV PWV RALLY
Auckland Branch 

Words and photos John Stokes

Forty-two starters braved a most 
unpleasant Auckland Sunday to partici-
pate in our annual PV/PWV rally. 
Out-of-branch support was good with 
entrants from Waikato, BOP, Waitemata, 
North Shore and Wellsford/Warkworth 
branches. The vehicle bias was definitely 
Post War to Post 1960 with five pre-war 
cars entered. The oldest vehicle was 
Martin Healy’s 1933 Ford Model Y. Sporty 
stuff was represented by Mike and Adie 
Moffat’s Jaguar XK 140 DHC, Ellie Pye’s E 
Type Jaguar, several MGs ranging from a 
TD to MG B is and a Midget. Leo Fowler’s 
1942 Indian 741B was the sole motor-
cycle. Colin and Pam Bell produced an 
exceptionally original 1954 EIP Vauxhall 
Velox which Colin has had in storage for 
many years. Owen and Jayne Hayward 
presented their recently purchased Dodge 
Coronet convertible, an ex-Australian 
car which has been in this country since 
the ’90s. Graeme Rothville was using his 
1948 De Soto coupe, which I believe came 
from Marlborough and I think Colin and 
Denise Bott were in a recently aquired 

2.5 litre Daimler V8. The rest of the field 
were in well proven vehicles.

The run started from Ray Small Park 
in Papakura and after a little round-
the-houses was soon travelling about 
Ramarama and Bombay areas. An inter-
esting supplimentary instruction appeared 
to have streets, roads and other thorough-
fares listed as carriageways. This proved 
very interesting particularly in the Tuakau 
area, where one or two entrants were well 
trapped and an instruction concerning 
Masters Rd/carriageway had many experi-
enced rallyists thinking hard.

Lunch was held at the Pukeoware Hall 
in abysmal weather and some were relieved 
to see the appearance of Leo Fowler on his 
Indian. Leo was certainly the hero of the 
day as the rally demanded a fair amount of 
thought for correct interpretation and he 
was coping with adverse weather, a girder 
fork bike and fortunately only a small 
amount of metal road.

After lunch we went about the Aka 
Aka Otau areas skirting Whiriwhiri and 
Maioro before returning to the finish at 
Noel and Muriel Smith’s property at Otau.

Colin and Pam Bell won the rally 
overall as well as taking the fast class in 
their Vauxhall. Paul Carly won the slow 
class in his ‘56 Humber 80 convertible and 
hero Leo Fowler won the motorcycle prize.

Central Otago: Ray and Sally Lambert’s 
MGTF outside the Ophir Post Office.

Rally winner Thelma Sutherland’s 1962 Morris Minor crossing 
the historic Daniel O’Donnell Suspension Bridge (1880).

Graham Taylor checks his Oakland Tourer prior 
to the start of the Rally. 

Auckland PV PWV Rally l-r: Graeme Rothville’s 1948 De Soto, Owen Haward’s Dodge Coronet, Colin Bell’s 1954 Vauxhall
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PRE-39 RUN AND 
TOPLESS TOUR 
North Otago Branch 

13 - 14 August 2011
Words Ramon Farmer
Photos Ernest George

This weekend, traditionally favouring 
unsealed and secondary roads, was foisted 
on the Club by the Banks Peninsula 
Branch many years ago. In recent years 
Ernest George has given it his all, creating 
interesting and scenic touring routes. 
Since the 2009 Topless was cloaked 
demurely in heavy fog, providing none 
of the expected views, Ernest promised 
us that he would repeat the route under 
better weather conditions. This year 
delivered just that, but only just, as a polar 
blast was forecast to strike late Sunday. It 
did, but we kept just ahead of it returning 
to Christchurch and enjoyed a super 
weekend of Vintage type motoring

A warm-up was held in the Oamaru 
Clubrooms Friday evening, allowing 
members from five different branches 
to mix, the enjoyment being dimmed 
only slightly by Ernest reminding us of 
the 0830 start next morning. Saturday 
dawned very bright and clear, the ice 
taking a bit of shifting from cars parked 
outside overnight. John Miller, being in 
his hometown, was not faced with the 
de-icing stuff, but nevertheless took a 
kettle of water out to his ‘37 Chev sedan, 
doing the usual radiator top-up (the cap is 
accessed under the bonnet). Knowing his 
wife’s meticulous concern over the kettle, 
he hurried back inside to return it to its 

rallysnippets

spot in the kitchen, failing to be quite so 
meticulous about the replacement of his 
radiator cap. On reaching the Clubrooms, 
John and his navigator lifted the bonnet 
to check why water was blowing out; they 
found no cap. Just to be sure, I checked the 
engine undertray with a torch; it wasn’t 
there either. Returning home, John found 
it neither en route nor in the driveway, 
so they stuffed in a bung and headed 
cautiously away some distance behind. 
Others had taken to the Oamaru hills 
heading northwest, on Ernest’s instruction. 
Since my wife had chosen to remain in 
Christchurch with family, I was given the 
loan of a well-trained young navigator from 
Ashburton, so life was a breeze. Besides, 
young Andrew was farm-trained so conver-
sation about the surrounding country was 
revealing.

The scenery winding towards our 
bonnet was stunning. The rolling 
limestone-supported hills near Oamaru 
gradually rose higher until soon after 
leaving Coalpit Road, a splendid viewpoint 
was reached high on McLeod Road. 

At the Waihao Forks Hotel, cars were 
bathed in sunshine and occupants of 
unheated vehicles stood about to warm up 
and admire the fine limestone bluffs across 
the river. 

With many miles ahead we set off again, 
and wound up through forest roads to the 
peak of Mt Ellen and its grand lookout 
beside the white horse, a memorial to those 
working horses that played a part in the 
early development of farmland. From the 
lookout, a steep descent kept two-wheel 
brake cars in care mode, and we emerged 

on Mill Road running into Waimate. Our 
lunch stop was at the Vintage Car Club 
rooms. There was also time to browse the 
parts shed and model car collection in 
the town centre. The truth then became 
known regarding the fate of John Miller’s 
Chevrolet radiator cap. On arriving at the 
Waimate Clubrooms, he climbed out of 
the driver’s seat to find the cap sitting 
quite happily on the running board. This 
may well be a Club distance record for 
careful driving!

Still in splendid weather, we headed 
west of north out of Waimate after heeding 
Ernest’s advice to take on fuel. The run 
took us through splendid scenery to 
Cave. In cooler conditions, the route led 
eastwards into Timaru’s hilly hinterland. 
Sutherlands Road, Armstrongs Corner 
and Fraser Road told us the steep country 
here was settled by dour, determined Scots. 
English names appear further east, where 
the hills are gentler and the settlers were 
softer. 

Dinner at Timaru was followed by a 
popular vote to determine the trophy 
recipients. The Pot Hunter’s Cup, an 
enormous award not always welcomed by 
the recipient driving a small car, went 
almost unanimously to John Miller for his 
epic half-day drive, carefully carrying a 
Chev’s radiator cap on the running board. 
We felt that only a very determined, highly 
competitive driver could achieve such a 
record. After giving us a splendid day of 
travel we agreed that Ernest George should 
receive the Most Helpful Participant 
trophy, so the Thermette was awarded 
with applause. 

North Otago Branch: Pre-39 Run and Topless Tour.
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Sunday dawned overcast and cool, 
with wind from the south west promising 
worse to come. A few cars gathered in 
the Botanical Gardens at 9.30 am and 
after being cross-examined by a local 
VCC member not on the run, we set 
off on an interesting tour, first taking in 
parts of the city, then out north through 
Seadown, Waitohi and Pleasant Point 
ending with lunch in Levels. Farewells 
were said as the first rain drops began to 
fall and we separated to go our own ways. 
The Topless, an achievable and enjoyable 
event for any old vehicle, had been done 
for another year. We now look forward 
to 2012 when Ernest promises to take 
us into new country, inland somewhere 
south of Oamaru. I for one can only wait 
impatiently.

Postscript: The forecasters got it right 
and a sub-Antarctic blast hit the country 
late Sunday. 

MINING AND MORE 
West Coast Branch 

Saturday 15 November 2011
Words Hemi te Rakau 
Photos Bev Thompson

Branch members set out on day one 
of a two-day run to Denniston and the 
Stockton Plateau, north of Westport. The 
rally was, in part, to enjoy the “Denniston 
Experience,” a tourism venture based on 
mining and mineral activities which dated 
from the 1860s. Thirty-four members 
attended the event which started in 
slightly inclement weather and ended 
up basking in glorious sunshine high 
up on the Stockton Plateau where Solid 
Energy and its partners are working an 

open-cast coal mine. As a result of the 
geological formation of the West Coast a 
vast amount of our coal resources occur 
on high altitude plateau and mountain-
top areas. The Denniston and Stockton 
Plateau are two examples of some of New 
Zealand’s elevated (600-1100 m above sea 
level) coal measure areas. The roads up to 
the mining sites start at sea level near the 
townships of Granity and Ngakawau. The 
ascent to the mining and historical levels 
is on a sealed roadway. The Stockton site 
is not open to the public and entry is by 
prior arrangement with a tour company. 
Outwest Tours is currently the exclusive 
operator of tours through Solid Energy’s 
Stockton opencast mine. The Stockton 
Mine is the largest coal-producing mine 
in New Zealand averaging, 8,000 tons 
per 24-hour shift. Private vehicles are not 
permitted onto the Stockton site at any 
time. However, the road up to the site of 
the old township of Denniston is a public 
road and visitors can self-drive up to a 
well-prepared, historical DOC-managed 
site based at the head of the old coal 
extraction incline, a marvel of inventive 
engineering in itself. This was constructed 
to take the coal from the plateau mines 
down a cable operated ropeway to the 
railway on the coast for shipment. One 
of the many unique features of this 
engineering marvel and a testament to 
the inventiveness of early pioneer miners/
engineers was the use of the full coal 
wagons, descending the incline under 
gravity, to pull the empty wagons back 
up to the top of the hill to be filled again. 
After a day up at Denniston, our members 
took a well-earned rest back in Westport 
where entertainment was provided by 

A big day for some little soldiers!

Club stalwart Graeme Hunter prepares for 
underground adventure.

the Australian and New Zealand rugby 
teams, in challenging for the rights to 
the Webb Ellis Cup. Next day, we were 
off to Stockton to take in the mine tour. 
The members’ cars performed well and 
reflected the changing nature of vehicles 
coming into the VCC, from Model As, 
Dodge and Morris 8 of an earlier Vintage 
to a Hudson and Mustang reflecting the 
later era. Remember the west, Vintage 
motoring at it’s best! 

 BW

Roger & Kevin discover an original Model A!

“Butch” Thompson & his 1928 Dodge Victory Six 
Sedan

Branch members off on a “Garage Raid”

The motor made it up the hill but the body fell off 
on the way up!
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OPEN DAY

®

“NO MURI PUKENGA KO MUA PUAWAI”
(From yesterday’s resources burge on tomorrow’s future) 

The Cars Are Here
In Wanganui, All in One Place

W W W. VC C R A LLY 2 0 1 2 . C O. N Z     •    A N  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  M O T O R I N G  EV E N T
VC C  R a l l y  2 0 1 2
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Yes it does matter especially on 
single point systems that run 6 or 
more cylinders as the symptoms of 

incorrect polarity will be more obvious. 
Basically the coil is designed for current 
“flow” in one direction only. If reversed 
the effect is a bit like trying to get the 
cat out the back door on a stormy night, 
any weaknesses in the system will result 
in starting difficulties and high speed 
performance will be poor. Testing can be 
done in a couple of ways which is better 
than solely relying on the coil terminal 
markings. There are more complicated 
ways of testing polarity with meters and 
additional resistance. A once well known 
“trade” test involves just a lead pencil as 
tooling. Test procedure is to place a pencil 
lead in the path of the spark as it jumps to 
the spark plug or ground. Spark must jump 
a gap of around a quarter of an inch.

I hate shocking experiences so I made 
up what you see in the photo (carpenters 

pencil, alligator clip, modified spark plug, 
insulation tape, short piece of 1/8 welding 
wire) – to modify the spark plug so that 
the spark can’t exit normally through the 
electrode, I unscrewed the top terminal 
from the porcelain, (it isn’t porcelain 
any more apparently) then removed the 
resistor slug which then leaves a consid-
erable gap – the spark should not jump. 
I used plug type Champion RC12YC 
common to Briggs & Stratton. The only 
reason I used a spark plug is that the HT 
lead fits straight on and the “Tool” looks 
more important.

With the engine running observe the 
spark as it heads to the lead of the pencil, 
the spark will be neat but with a flare or 
slight sparkler effect nearest the pencil 
lead if the polarity is correct. If the 
polarity is reversed, the flare will be 
nearest the spark plug lead and it won’t 
jump as far. A fair bit of observation is 
needed on the first couple of tries to 

notice and recognise the flare, this is 
impossible with 20,000 volts leaking 
through a hand held pencil and out your 
elbow where it’s propped on the guard 
(wing if the Prince of Darkness is your 
electrical supplier) so hence this tool. 
When correct polarity is used the benefits 
are considerable, small faults in the 
ignition system will not bring you to a stop 
because there is a 25% stronger spark 
heading for that gasoline and air mix. 
“Back EMF” activity in the primary of the 
coil adds to the back EMF in the 
secondary. In the past five years I have 
come across two incorrectly marked coils. 
So what do the coil negative and positive 
markings actually indicate? They have 
nothing to do with whether the vehicle is 
negative or positively grounded. Positive 
always connects to the power supply, 
negative to the distributor. I have learnt 
all of this the hard way. BW

Is your ignition coil wired correctly? 
Not sure? 
Does it really matter?
Words & photo Nigel Coghlan  

 Beaded Wheels 29



Ivan Main
Ivan Main is a Foundation Member 

of the North Otago Branch. He was the 
first and longest serving Branch Honorary 
Solicitor 1961-2002. His advice to the 
branch has been invaluable for the inter-
pretation of rules, setting up of the first 
constitution and becoming incorporated. 
Ivan has also been involved in almost 
all of the buying and selling of branch 
properties.

In 1961 driving his 1922 Fiat, he won 
the Opening Rally in December and the 
Shirreffs Cup for the highest placed local 
entrant. Ivan and his regular navigator 
Bill Mitchell, have attended almost 
every Windsor Rally in the Fiat. Ivan 
has travelled extensively and from time 
to time has shared some of his overseas 
experiences at Branch Club Nights.

John Adamson
John Adamson is a Foundation 

Member of the North Otago Branch. He 
first served the branch as Club Captain 
for the 1962/63 season and he has since 
held positions as Secretary 1999-2002, 
Vice-Chairman 2002, newsletter editor 
1992 and has served as a committee 
member. He is currently a parts depart-
ment team member. 

John has been involved in the organi-
sation of, or assisted with all four of the 
National Rallies North Otago Branch 
has hosted. He has also collected and 
researched information for the 50th 
Anniversary of the Branch. John assisted 
with the running of the Opening Rally in 
December 1961. 

John seldom misses branch events, 
driving either his 1932 Hillman Minx or 
his 1952 Hillman Sedan.

Keith Perry
Keith Perry is a Foundation Member of 

the North Otago Branch. Keith first served 
the branch as Parts Convener in 1961. He 
has also filled the positions of Chairman 
1968-1971, 1991-1993, 1999-2003, Secretary 
1973-1975, Newsletter Editor1971-1973, 
1978 -1981 and he has served on the 
branch committee. 

Keith was instrumental in obtaining 
the current Branch Clubrooms and he has 
been responsible for the branch building 
and maintenance projects. 

He has been involved in the organi-
sation of all four National Rallies that 
North Otago Branch has hosted. 

Keith restored his 1926 Ford New 
Beauty for the Opening Rally in 
December 1961 and has attended all but 
one of the annual Windsor Rallies. He 
restored a 1911 De Dion Bouton for the 
1972 International Rally at Nelson and 
it has been motored in many parts of the 
South Island, as have his 1911 Overland, 
1948 Ford Mercury and more recently a 
1974 Ford Falcon.

Royston Shirreffs
Royston Shirreffs is a Foundation 

Member of the North Otago Branch 
and was first Vice-President. He served 
as branch Treasurer 1989-1994 and has 
also served as a Committee member. He 
participated in the Opening Rally in 1961 
with his 1923 Chevrolet. He was the first 
appointed Windsor Rally Organiser in 
1974 and has attended almost all of these 
rallys. 

Royston was elected ID card authen-
ticator in 2003 and he is still the branch 
vehicle verifier and also is currently a 
parts department team member. 

Royston has assisted with two of the 
four commemorative reliability trials from 
Christchurch to Dunedin and return that 
have been organised by the North Otago 
Branch. He has been involved in the 
organisation of, or assisted with all four 
National Rallies that North Otago Branch 
has hosted.

He is a regular attendee at branch 
events driving either his 1939 Chevrolet or 
his 1937 Vauxhall. 

Wilson Spite
Wilson Spite is a Foundation Member 

of the North Otago Branch. Wilson 
first served the branch as Chairman 
from 1964-1966 and Club Captain for 
the 1966/67 season. He was Chairman 
again for the 1976/77 year. He was 
involved in the organisation of two of the 
Commemorative Reliability Trials from 
Christchurch to Dunedin and return that 
have been organised by the North Otago 
Branch. Wilson is currently the Branch 
Patron.

Wilson is best known for the restora-
tion and motoring of his 1922 Dodge. 

He participated in the 1965 Haast 
International Rally. Wilson and the Dodge 
crossed the Tasman to attend the 1970 
Sydney to Melbourne International Rally. 
He participated in the 1972 International 
Rally driving via Haast to Nelson and 
again took the Dodge to Australia for the 
1978 International Rally in New South 
Wales and Queensland. 

Wilson has motored extensively in New 
Zealand and enjoyed challenging himself 
and his car, driving on back country roads 
and tracks and fording the rivers and 
streams.

Jack Watson
Jack joined Wellington Branch on 8 

May 1961. In July of that year members 
were continuing to look for vehicle 
treasure and Jack found at Te Wharau 
the scattered remains of what proved 
to be a S.C.A.T, the only one in New 
Zealand. All parts of this 1908 Societe 
Ceirano Automobile Torino vehicle were 
finally assembled with the exception of 
the fly wheel. Jack telephoned farmers 
in the district asking if they had ever 
seen anything which might be the missing 
part. Finally after months had gone by 
Jack had given up hope of ever finding it 
and a farmer telephoned to say that he 
remembered using some old scrap metal 
as reinforcement when making a concrete 
stand for a circular saw. Jack went over to 
look and after hacking his way into an 
enormous concrete block did indeed find 

50 YEAR AWARDS 

North Otago Members receiving their 50 year 
badges, l-r: Ivan Main, Robert Shirreffs, Keith 
Perry, John Adamson and Wilson Spite (front).
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the missing fly wheel. Jack still retains this 
car to this day but unrestored.

Jack bought an Ansaldo from a 
neighbour and regularly rallied this vehicle 
with Peter Cotton. Unfortunately shortly 
afterwards the Ansaldo damaged a piston 
and although work has been done on the 
car it has not returned to the road.

Jack entered the Haast International 
Rally in 1965 in the 1909 Clement Talbot. 
Jack restored this vehicle on behalf of 
Southwards Museum and had a long 
history of driving it. Jack gained 3rd place 
in his class on the event.

Jack has held many positions on 
the Wellington Branch Committee. 
In 1965 then 1969 through to 1975 he 
was the Branch Delegate; 1967–1969 
Branch Treasurer; Secretary 1970–1971 
and Chairman 1972–1973. Jack was 
also appointed on the subcommittee to 
consider applications for PVVs. At the 
AGM in 1968 it was recorded that there 
was “a great deal of discussion” on this 
issue.

Because of Jack’s close associa-
tion with the Southward Family, he was 
appointed a founding member of the 
Museum Trust in 1972. He paid consider-
able attention to this responsibility and 
his motoring and motorcar knowledge 
effectively supplements the management 
of this organisation. Over the years he 
has represented the Museum by driving in 
rallies with vehicles from the Museum. He 
particularly likes driving the 1909 Clement 
Talbot and the 1929 4½ litre Bentley.

Robin Barnes
Robin went to his first Southland 

Vintage Car Club meeting, along with 
his father Jack and brother Barry, in 1959 
while still at school. By 1960 he had 
acquired his first Vintage vehicles – three 
motorcycles as a single purchase. There 
were two 1913 BSAs and a 1912 Matchless. 
The most complete of these was the 4¼ hp 
(557cc) BSA. In no time it was running 
and taken for a brief run along Bluff Road, 
despite the front tyre being flat. At least it 
protected the beaded edge rims.

The bike was restored, and entered 
in Southland Branch rallies even before 
Robin officially joined the Club in 1961. 
The first big adventure with the BSA 
was to ride it to the inaugural Oamaru 

rally in 1961, accompanied only by Barry 
in a 1915 Humber. All went well until 
the bike punctured a tyre near Clinton 
on the return journey. As the Humber 
had disgraced itself earlier, at Balclutha, 
Robin pushed the bike to a farmhouse 
and eventually found his way home, with 
the bike retrieved later. Another (mis)
adventure with the BSA was at the start 
of the annual Riverton Rally. When push 
starting, the bike fired, the throttle stuck 
open, Robin was unable to leap aboard, 
and it crashed into the starters - the head 
of the AA and the Invercargill Chief 
Traffic Officer. But no ticket!

The bike was joined by a Chrysler 75 
roadster which served as everyday transport 
and Vintage vehicle. The BSA continued 
to be campaigned, though trailered, not 
ridden to rallies at other branches. There 
were several sorties to Dunedin for the 
Brighton rallies, with the bike winning 
cups while raising the adrenalin level of 
the rider due to the minimal braking on 
the Dunedin hills.

The Chrysler had to give way to a 
modern (1939 Chevrolet) when Beth 
and Robin married, but the bike was still 
rallied, not only by Robin but also by other 
members of the family.

In 1971 Robin and family moved to 
Dunedin, where he soon became active, 
including as House Convenor (Barman) 
at Park Street. He was always willing with 
a big smile and was famous for cooking up 
curries for members which he served up 
on saucers. He was Branch President from 
1975 to 1977 and involved in rally and 
speed event organising.

1983 saw the family shift to Auckland, 
and a quiet period as far as VCC activity 
was concerned. Then in 1986 a further 
shift, to Upper Hutt. Most of the Vintage 
activity since then has been with a 
Vintage motorcycle trials club. Robin 
now has a collection of VCC eligible 
off-road bikes, mainly Montesa, plus a few 
Bultacos. Another in the stable is a BSA 
Victor Special with 1,113 miles on the 
speedo. His 1912 Matchless has recently 
been exchanged for a 1929-30 Sunbeam 
Model 9, which is currently undergoing 
restoration. 

Retirement has definitely not meant 
inactivity.

 
BW
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Are you reading 
this magazine 
as a subscriber 

or a casual 
purchaser from a 

bookstand?
Did you know that if you join the Vintage 

Car Club then you receive each issue 

delivered to your letterbox at 

the beginning of each second month 

(Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct and Dec) as a 

membership benefit?

Did you know joining the Vintage Car Club 

costs little more than you have been paying 

for this magazine and yet you receive all 

the other benefits of belonging to our great 

club? Including free advertising in this 

magazine. 

 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) caters 

for all motor vehicles that are over 30 years 

old but it is not a requirement to own an 

eligible vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 

membership application forms and details 

of your local branch or you may wish to 

contact the branch closest to you directly. 

They are listed on page 2.

Membership fees vary from branch to branch



I wrote last time about the machines 
various that I have owned in years 
gone by and before I moved on to the 

Alfa Romeo phase and then my current 
motorcycle phase. Inevitably dragging up 
past automotive memories lead to recollec-
tions of failure and the ones that got away. 
What follows is not totally a story of the 
ones that got away but one of machines 
that I should have had, or did have and let 
go, or lusted after but couldn’t obtain.

The recollection opens with a 
memory that will never leave me. I was 
but a youngster, perhaps close to teens 
and with a passionate interest in cars. 
I knew every model on the road. The 
shape of bumper, tail lamp or door handle 
was normally enough to identify and so 
something different was a matter of real 
interest. My grandparents resided in rural 
Onewhero not far from Tuakau and it was 
not unusual for my brother and me to 
spend some school holiday time terrorising 
them as opposed to our parents. Trips 
to Port Waikato occurred from time to 
time and it was on one of those journeys 
that I spotted the vehicle that I should 
have asked my father to look at seriously. 
There were, at that time, a number of not 
so wealthy looking farms dotted along 
the road to Port Waikato and one day in 
passing I had this clear view of a rather 
large and beautifully sculpted vehicle 
parked behind a tumble down shed. This 
was no ordinary vehicle; it was something 
special, an open top two door with a long 
bonnet and long flowing and curvaceous 
mudguards. I saw it in the same place over 
a period of about two years and it was 
visibly deteriorating. Then one day it was 
gone. I have never forgotten that vision 
and regret to this day that I didn’t pester 
father or grandfather to knock on the door 
where it was housed. It was, I am sure, a 
rare machine and I guessed it as pre-war 
judging by the style and my knowledge of 
1950s and 60s, machinery.

The first decent sports car I owned 
was the 1954 +4 Morgan. It didn’t get 
away; I made the mistake of selling it. 
This is the machine I rescued from 
oblivion in 1969 and I should have kept it 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels 
and other things

The ones that got away

because eventually with a little more time 
and money it would have turned out as a 
really nice car. It was a little unusual. The 
curved radiator models, as this was, had 
the radiator shroud colour matched to the 
body whereas the superseded flat radiator 
models had a chromed shroud. My curved 
radiator shroud was chromed and had been 
from new. I always wondered if perhaps it 
was an early demonstrator or preproduction 
model, but interesting things such as that 
had no impact upon me at that time so I 
never bothered to look into the question. 
Its downside was that it was a four seater; 
all very nice for the kids but putting the 
hood up was like erecting a substantial tent 
on top of your car and it became almost 
undriveable due to the size of this billowing 
canvas creation.

One I could have had but really didn’t 
think seriously about until more recent 
times was a 1946 (or thereabouts) Ford 
flat head V8 jail bar pick-up. It was the 
farm truck during the 1960s, well used but 
totally original and totally reliable and I 
acquired lots of driving practice in that 
old machine. Its V8 power plant was very 
worn. You could put it in gear and move it 
forward by turning the fan, but it started 
on the button, consumed large quantities of 
oil and did whatever was asked of it. I think 
when it came time for a change my father 
was quite pleased to be rid of it and it went 
off to a panel beater in town who did it up, 
substituted a double axle rear end and used 
the refreshed combo as a crash recovery 
vehicle. I always had a soft spot for it and 
good ones are rather rare these days

The next one really is one that got away, 
and in every sense of the word. I was a 
young gun career building in Wellington 
and owned the Morgan. I wanted a big 
Healey. I liked the shape and the grumble 
from the big six cylinder motor. I bought 
the shiny red 100/6; stupid boy, rubbish 
car. What I should have bought was the 
rather more worn and unrestored silver 
and blue later model 3000 series. I think 
it was a series three with curved screen. 
The reason I should have bought it was 
that I was advised that this was one of 
the getaway cars from Ronald Biggs’s great 
train robbery. The story had it that the 
car had been held by police for many years 
before the owner, now selling, had been 
able to purchase it and brought it to New 
Zealand when he migrated. Was the story 
true? I know not but I should have been 
smart enough to do some checking and 
to have bought the car. It was mine for 
the handing over of the requisite  dollars. 
Whatever the cas, the 3000 was a better 
car than that unpleasant 100/6. A little 
current internet checking suggests that if 

anything, the Healey might have been used 
in one of the subsequent prison breakouts 
undertaken by some of the robbery partici-
pants.

Now moving in to the 70s I have ended 
up in Christchurch, one career dumped in 
favour of a return to University study and 
the launching of a different life. Student or 
no the interest in cars didn’t go away and it 
was during this period that the MG ZB and 
Riley Pathfinder came and went from the 
fleet. I actually had my first motor bike at 
this point and it was my student transport 
while a Morris 1100 or the MG did family 
service. Anyway eventually I got to that 
first Jaguar and it joins the list of ones that 
got away. The Racing Green Mk 2 3.4 with 
ivory leather was just fine; not perfect but 
pretty good and a true pleasure to drive. 
It never failed me although a pin hole in 
a radiator hose did give rise to an embar-
rassing over-heat on the Takaka Hill one 
year. It was the appointment to an overseas 
post that brought about its sale and the loss 
of an opportunity to buy a vehicle I coveted 
dearly. The problem was I had nowhere to 
store the Jag so it seemed selling was the 
best option. And, as mentioned in my last 
article, at exactly this time my local corner 
garage man asked me quietly one day if 
I’d like his XK150 fixed head. I think his 
long-owned corner business was failing and 
money was needed. If departure for foreign 
fields had not been imminent I would have 
sold the MK 2 and snapped up this lovely, 
lovely XK. Try as I might I could not find 
a way around the storage problem and in 
the end had to let both Jaguars go. What 
a real pity that was because by the time 
I returned to New Zealand the prices for 
those lovely sports cars had taken off. I 
should really have tried harder to solve the 
storage problem and I think to this day 
failing to acquire that XK 150 was my most 
serious “one that got away”. 

A wee side story while on Jaguars: 
During the course of looking for a nice Jag 
I was offered a beautifully restored MK1. I 
wasn’t really a MK1 fan but this one looked 
beautiful, it was black with a brilliantly 
refurbished tan interior, so a friend and 
I took it for a little test run and ended 
up back in my driveway to have a more 
detailed look. Checking under the bonnet 
I dipped the oil and much to my horror the 
dipstick emerged with a noticeable coating 
of shiny metal filings. Neither friend nor 
I were brave enough to drive that vehicle 
again and I phoned the dealer and told 
him to come and take the pending disaster 
away. He wasn’t best pleased as I think he 
had paid some decent money for this exter-
nally lovely machine. I was totally pleased 
not to be landed with a serious problem.
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My vehicular enthusiasm had to go on 
hold for three years now as Papua New 
Guinea was not noted for its stable of 
classics, new or old. I made do with a 
totally satisfactory Mazda 929 that suffered 
the appalling roads without complaint. I 
even brought it back to Auckland still in 
good shape and needing only a new set 
of shocks. It became the trade-in for my 
3.8 MK 2, the one that got me into classic 
racing. The one that got away here though 
was the Ferrari Dino 246. At that time, 
1983, prices were reasonable and this very 
straight and nice red example was in a 
yard on Auckland’s Khyber Pass. For some 
reason I had always thought the Dino was 
about my kind of Ferrari, a sort of usable 
package and I loved the shape. If I had 
really stretched and taken the risk I could 
have had it but I was risk averse, putting 
things back together after a marriage split 
and chickened out. I shouldn’t have as 
that was probably the last time a decent 
Ferrari was within my grasp. But if I’d 
bought and kept that XK Jaguar I would 
probably not have had to agonise over the 
curvaceous Ferrari and I might never have 
got involved with classic racing and might 
then never have enjoyed the Alfa Romeo 
love affair that grew from the race track. 
That is a story for another time.

There is only one other in the “got 
away” class, two actually, but the same 
car in two guises. This time BMW. A 
good racing friend had moved on from his 
Alfa Romeo to a BMW. Then his enthu-
siasm had him moving up again so I was 
offered the BMW 3.0 CSL. Now that was 
a seriously good machine and I was greatly 
tempted but it had had quite a bit of race 
modification work done. That was ok for 
some, but I held fast to my belief that cars 
such as the BMW and my Alfa that were 
sold as road going machines should always 
retain that quality and not be structur-
ally modified for track use. OK for the 
factory to make special track machines 
but I wanted my cars to look like the 
road machines they had started life as, so 
I passed up the CSL. Several years  later I 
came across a truly gorgeous 3.0 CSi, the 
plush version of the CSL. It was superb 
in every respect and I should have bought 
it, although with what would have been 
a good question. Even now I would be 
tempted by a really good CSi. That model 
really appeals to me.

Apologies for the lack of two wheeled 
gossip but winter and this rather damp 
spring have not inclined me toward any 
two wheel expeditions.

 
BW
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Words Kevin Clarkson
Photos Allan Bain

Canterbury member Allan Bain 
bought this car for £15 while he 
was still at school. Some four or 

five decades later other cars have come and 
gone but this one remains in the family.

And now I know why!
Delightful to drive, this is a small car 

of sporting character with few vices and a 
big heart. It is capable of a genuine 60mph 
when standard, as this one is, or a guaran-
teed speed of 75mph when fitted with a 
supercharger at the factory for an extra 
£75. Pretty good in 1928!

First, a bit of history. The Standard 
Motor Company commenced business in 
1903 and as with many other manufac-
turers of the day they made a wide variety 
of cars during their formative years. In 
Standard’s case they were mainly fitted 
with four and six cylinder side valve motors 
with capacities ranging from 1000cc right 
up to a massive 50hp 11,734cc. War inter-
vened and the company concentrated on 
producing aircraft such as the Sopwith 
Pup. They also made mobile workshops for 
the Royal Engineers, artillery shells and 
trench mortars.

Following WWI car production recom-
menced and from 1922 their cars were 

mass produced using a wooden track along 
which they were pushed by hand as the 
components were fitted. This allowed 
them to greatly increase production and 
by 1924 they were turning out more 
than 10,000 cars a year giving them a 
market share comparable with Austin at 
that time. Standard continued to bring 
out new models and open new factories 
during the ‘20s, ‘30s and up to WWII and 
annual production by the beginning of the 
war was 50,000 units. They did continue 
with car manufacture during the war but 
the focus was on utility vehicles. They 
are perhaps most well known for their 
war efforts in producing the de Havilland 
Mosquito airplane, having produced some 
1,100 units. 

Post war, production of passenger cars 
continued and in 1954 they purchased the 
Triumph Motor Company but were later, 
in 1960, taken over by Leyland Motors Ltd 
and this was the beginning of the end for 
the Standard marque. 

The subject car is a 1928 but this model 
was made from 1927 to 1930 with very few 
changes between the years. Different body 
styles were available and this is a Gordon 
England Sports body; a two-seater with a 

boat tail with access to the luggage area by 
moving the seats forward. There were only 
about 50 of these built in 1928 and this is 
one of only two left world-wide and has a 
further claim to fame in that it was owned 
by past Prime Minister Sir Keith Holyoake 
from 1930 to 1938 while he was a not-yet-
knighted member of parliament. In 1939 
it was badly damaged in a confrontation 
with a Model T and subsequently put into 
storage. 

Prior to Allan’s ownership this car was 
owned by a soldier who never returned 
from WWII and it remained in storage for 
many years until the Public Trust sought 
to sell it on behalf of the estate and Allan 
was lucky enough to be able to purchase it.

Sometime after WWII repairs were 
started but not finished and eventually 
Allan bought it and after some five years 
started a total rebuild. There was huge 
frontal damage so the chassis had to be 
straightened and repaired and consider-
able repair and/or replacement of other 
components was required using a 1929 Big 
9 tourer as a donor car. 

The Standard is a light car, and 
generally of small dimensions. This was 
particularly noticeable to me when it came 

1928 Standard 
9hp Sports Two-Seater

BEHIND THE WHEEL
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time to clamber aboard. Easy enough if 
tackled the correct way but definitely not 
just a case of opening the door and getting 
in. Once aboard, and with Allan beside 
me, it became evident that this was, by 
necessity, transport for two persons who 
knew each other well enough to share 
a close space. No seat belts needed here 
and anyway it is pre-seat belt era. Once 
installed behind the wheel though I was 
very comfortable as the seating was good, 
and there was a good spatial relationship 
between me, the steering wheel and the 
other controls. Perhaps the windscreen 
top rail could have been an inch or two 
higher for me but I had no real issue 
with this. We tested the car with the top 
down, in fact it wasn’t even fitted on the 
car, but had the top been up it may have 
posed some vision problems as often can 
happen with a small sports car in the 
top-up mode. I am sure that Allan uses 
this car mostly in top-down mode and 
the top only used in the most inclement 
weather. This is just as it should be.

Once the ignition switch is turned 
and the dash mounted starter button 
is depressed the car starts readily and 
idles smoothly and quite quietly really for 
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such old technology. 
Unusually, the inlet 
tract is within the 
block and fed by the 
carburettor mounted 
on the right side of the 
engine block. This can 
lead to the car being a 
bit cold-blooded until 
the engine has warmed 
up. However it was 
already warm for my 
jaunt so no problems 
there. First impression 
when moving off was 
that the clutch was 
light and smooth and 
the steering required no 
effort. However, when it 

came to gear changing I quickly realised 
that if I was to be allowed to continue to 
drive this car I would need to get up to 
speed with the long forgotten skill of the 
dark art of double de-clutching. After a 
long diet of synchromesh and auto trans-
missions in recent years I dug deep and 
soon was changing gear with adequacy, 
if not aplomb! Actually, Allan tells me 
that the gearboxes are very strong and 
don’t give any trouble, unlike the rear 
axle under-slung worm drive which does 
give trouble. They are probably a bit weak 
when made and have given trouble in the 
past. Allan has now made some modifica-

tions to strengthen it and it has given no 
trouble since. I was impressed by the solid 
feel of the car. For such a light vehicle it 
progressed along the road without drama 
or any excessive bouncing around, often 
a failing that goes with a light, short 
wheelbase car. Often in an open car such 
as this is there can seem a lack of integrity 
in the body but not so here and no scuttle 
shake whatsoever. 

Although 60mph is possible I found 
that it cruised very comfortably at 45mph 
and the engine sounded really sweet at 
that speed. Allan confirmed that 45mph 
is the speed he normally cruises at for 
the same reason. Steering at speed was 
stable and required very little effort from 
the driver while bumps and potholes were 
handled with ease and tracking remained 
true. During cornering there was no body 
roll and the car was easy to hold on line. 
The car is fitted with rod operated brakes 
and, as with most old cars, planning ahead 
is an important part of driving in traffic 
today. The brakes do work but the retarda-
tion is rather gentler than one would prefer 
but they are very smooth in operation and 
seem extremely predicable. 

The dash bears a full complement 
of gauges including speedometer, clock, 
ammeter and petrol gauge plus all the 
usual switches. The very effective horn 
has its button mounted in the end of the 
ignition lever situated on the right of the 

steering column while the throttle lever is 
on the left of the column.

This is a car you can hop in and drive 
anytime. It remains fun to drive and does 
everything asked of it. Good reliability 
and good motoring. That’s why it has 
remained in the family since the late ‘50s.

 
BW

Postscript This car ws the winner of the Vintage 
section of the 40th Clutha Rally in November 
this year.

Four cylinder side valve motor
Bore/Stroke 60mm x 102mm
Cubic Capacity 1155cc
Zenith carburettor
Three speed gearbox
Wheelbase 7’ 8”
Track 3’ 9”
Overall length 11’ 4”
Weight 14cwt (711 kg)
Tyres 27 x 4.4”
Four wheel rod operated brakes
12v electrics
Leaf spring Suspension
Hartford shock absorbers
Petrol tank capacity 6 gallons mounted 
under bonnet
Eng oil capacity 6 pints
Petrol consumption is 28 mpg at 
25-26mph on a long run.
Chassis Number is stamped in the 
centre of steering wheel

SPECIFICATIONS:
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The 10-age years

As the years pass and we look 
back a little more, patterns and 
influences on our lives and devel-

opment become much clearer. Some call 
this the wisdom of hindsight; some say 
it’s because you are getting older! I would 
like to share a little personal information 
which I have called “The Morris Curse” or 
“Lord Nuffield’s revenge.” As you can see 
from the pictures, from a very small child 
in the arms of my mother, I was subjected 
and exposed to the Morris Menace when I 
could hardly walk. 

Dad sold the Series E and bought a 
1954 Morris Minor (we were all getting 
bigger by then). He upgraded to a 
new 1956 Morris Oxford which he 
kept for many years. I was taken for 
a drive in 1956 in a Series 1 Sports. I 
was impressed.

When I reached legal driving age 
and licensed, I acquired my first car. 
Yes, of course Nuffield struck again, 
this time a 1936 Morris 10 saloon, ohv 
engine and wet cork clutch. Next a 
1952 side-valve Oxford; then a Morris 
1000 van, followed by my Dad’s 1956 
Oxford car. I purchased a 1956 Oxford 
“Woody” Estate Wagon that had been 
used as a farm hack. Next came a 
1972 Morris Oxford (Farina-style). We 
purchased a tractor and of course it was 
a 1954, 4/60 Nuffield diesel. I still have it. 

Now in older age I have turned back 
to the Morris 8s again. I rebuilt a 1935 
Pre-Series, 2-door, then a 1949 Series E. I 
have re-visited my obsession for the 1935 
Pre-Series Sports and have given that car a 
stable mate with a 1939 Series E Tourer. 
Being exposed to Morris cars at a very 
young, impressionable age, I really didn’t 
stand a chance to kick my Nuffield-based 
addiction!  BW

CONFESSIONS 
of an ADDICT
Words and photos Hemi Te Rakau
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1935 Pre-Series post rebuild1948 Series E post renovation
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The photo in the last Beaded Wheels
showing cars in the parade celebrating 
the opening of the bridge over the 
Clutha River at Balclutha has generated 
a couple of replies. The first from Ivan 
Ferguson who thought it could have been 
a Bianchi. I contacted Fergus Gregory, 
the only Veteran Bianchi owner in New 
Zealand that I know, but it wasn’t his. 
However he did fill me in with some 
details about his 1910 model. While on 
holiday many years ago his father came 
across the motor on a saw bench on an 
empty section in Arrowtown. The owner 
wasn’t willing to part with it at the time. 
However the story got around, and some 
time later the late Harvey Young arrived 
home with the motor in his car boot and 
gave it to Fergus’s dad. Bones of another 
similar car that had been in Invercargill 
but sold to someone in the North Island 
were duly recovered and a rebuild started. 
Unfortunately after getting the car to the 
driving stage Fergus’s father died suddenly. 
The car sat in a shed in Gore for some 
time before Fergus and his son picked it up 
and took it home to Timaru, dismantled 
it and did another rebuild changing the 
paint colour from the green that he didn’t 
like to the red that it is today. 

While competing in the 1996 
International Rally that finished in 
Christchurch a note was left in the car 
to say that a local orchardist and market 
gardener had the remains of a Bianchi he 
had converted into a low slung tractor for 
use on his orchard that was available for 
parts if wanted. The Bianchi is now on 
display in a Motor Museum in Oamaru.

Then I had a call from Mel Tapp of 
South Otago who thought the car in 
question could be the 2cyl Humber that 
is now at Southwards’ Museum and was 
once in Kaitangata. I’ve heard since that 
a discussion was held amongst some of the 
older residents of South Otago at their 
branch club night and this theory is in 
doubt. Mel recalls also a rare Beeston 
Humber as well as a 1911 Pratt that was 
last seen behind a garage in Kaitangata, 
it’s possible that it could have been either 
of those. Who knows? 

In the last Brass Notes I asked for infor-
mation on the early Oldsmobile that was 
once owned by the Waimate County 
Council. I’ve been reliably informed that 
it was owned when new by Canterbury 
member Richard Daglish’s family. 

Referring back to the identification of 
the Rollert Radiator (photo in the Feb/
Mar issue of Beaded Wheels) Kit Maxwell 
of Auckland submitted an old family photo 
to Beaded Wheels 10 years ago. When 
further magnified the vehicle radiator 
badge was the same as the one owned 
by Bob Woodford in Dunedin. Since 
Kit’s photo was published he has received 
several identification advices from the 
United Kingdom and New Zealand. Those 
advices identify the car as Stuart, Briton 
or Star; all these cars coming from the 
same factory in Wolverhampton in Britain 
and were made with various options and to 
order rather than as production cars. Kit’s 
family history has also revealed that two 
cars were imported together in a wooden 
crate in 1908/09 and were assembled 
in Dunedin. One was sold to a doctor 
who was subsequently fined for speeding 
and disturbing horses. Kit’s grandfather 
George Alfred Maxwell had the number 
six applied to his car. He was a New 
Zealand champion racing cyclist with the 
Caledonian Club of Dunedin at the time 
and owned a business at Cargill’s Corner. 

Kit has also purchased a 1910 Briton 
Roadster (originally from Tarras in 
Central Otago) that has sat in museums 
since 1968 and he expects to have this 
original car running again in a couple of 
months. Bob Woodford took the radiator 
to Christchurch recently and Kit was able 
to identify it as a Briton but not quite the 
same model as his car. 

News from Southland tells me that the 
Southland Branch Darracq Service Car is 
making one of its rare outings to attend 
the relaunch of the Kingston Flyer on 29 
October. This is good news as it has had 
a few visits to hospital in past times. Ron 
Irwin has the 1911 Cadillac chassis and a 
lot of the running gear finished.

Soon we will be able to see the rebirth 
of a 1911 AC Sociable. A restoration 
spanning three generations of the Lyons 
family. In the 1940s Jack Lyons, a founder 
member of the Southland Branch found 
the car under a tree in the Woodlands 
area near Invercargill. Son Ross began 
work on it about 30 years ago and is still 
chipping away. Two years ago with the 
help of his son John a concerted effort 
began to have the car on the road to 
coincide with its 100 year anniversary. A 
new wooden body had to be built, new 
wheels made and now it is painted and 
upholstered and just waiting a new hood 
and windscreen. A couple of years ago the 
Lyons had a visit from the President of 
the AC Sociable Owners Club in England 
who is fairly certain that their partic-
ular car is the one that has travelled the 
furthest away from the factory of assembly.

A bit further north of Southland, the 
Tuapeka Vintage Club, in conjunction 
with Stewart McCaw, are celebrating the 
centenary of Stewart’s 1911 AC Sociable 
as part of the Lawrence Country Fair Day.

Dale Conlan from Nelson intends to 
have his New Pick finished for its 100 
year birthday. It only needs some final 
finishing touches and it will be ready 
to go. He intends taking it to the VCC 
International Rally at Wanganui.

In Blenheim Earl Preston has the 
body attached to his very rare 1915 Swift, 

Diane Ross
38 Keenans Road
RD 2, Ashburton
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

Kit Maxwell’s 1910 Briton
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reputedly the only one of its model outside 
England. I am looking forward to seeing 
this beast in action. 

Kevin Atkinson from Kirwee 
(Canterbury) is now the owner of the 
motor and parts for the 1905 single 
cylinder 6hp Siddeley previously owned by 
Alan Roberts. In 2006 there was a photo-
graph of this motor in the Beaded Wheels 
Sounding The Brass column seeking identi-
fication. It was then in Feilding. Kevin has 
a broken gearbox and part of an axle and 
is still looking for bits if anyone can help. 
This is a project for the future as work 
continues on his 10hp Singer. His target 
is for completion in time for the car’s 
centenary in 2013.

Phil Burlace from the Bay of Plenty 
intends assembling the 1905 Chenard 
Walcker that he purchased from Geoff 
Brannan who was a policeman in 
Waipawa and then Picton some years ago. 
This model had a wooden chassis and the 
same parts until 1910 and had mechani-
cally operated side valves in a T-head. 
He’s looking for an engine, radiator and 
steering box. The diff is finished and 
wheels are at present being manufactured. 
Apparently six of these vehicles came to 
New Zealand and were owned around the 
Manawatu Rangitikei area.

In last Beaded Wheels I inquired 
whether the 1913 Singer featured in a 
past issue was still around. Thanks to Bill 
Durling, who spent 12 months working 
full time restoring it in 1975, I can tell 
you it is still owned by Norton Moller in 
Taranaki and is in storage. It had broken 
a rear axle and repair was going to be a 
real mission so was consigned to the too 
hard basket. It has deteriorated to a shabby 
state now. 

I finish on a sad note having just heard 
of the death of Ian Hogg of Canterbury. 
Ian and Lily were keen Veteran motorists 
around Canterbury driving either their 
1908 Darracq or the 1916 Dodge until 
Ian’s health prevented him from wrestling 
with the idiosyncrasies of Veteran cars. He 
will be fondly remembered by those of us 
who enjoyed his cheerful disposition and 
humour. BW

Bob Woodford & Kit Maxwell discuss the 
radiator origin.
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RALLY UPDATEVCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists
PO Box 2012, Wanganui 4540 info@rally2012.co.nz

NŌ MURI PŪKENGA KŌ MUA PŪAWAI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

This is the final Beaded Wheels column 
before the VCC Rally 2012 commences in 
January. Using this column, the website 
and the Rally newsletter Wobbly Wheel 
we have tried to keep you informed as to 
what is going on. Please watch the website 
which will be continually updated right 
up to and during the rally. Immediately 
after the Rally the Rally Results will be 
published on the website.

Entries
At closing we have registered 661 

entries and Neil Farrier the Treasurer is 
finalising the last of the photographs to go 
into the Car Spotters’ handbook.

Entrants’ Manual
Each entrant will on arrival in 

Wanganui receive three entrants 
handbooks. The first is the main handbook 
which will have entrant’s details, a 
telephone directory, full programme of 
events and entertainment, destination 
information including contact details for 
any motoring difficulties experienced.

The second one is the Rally Instruction 
Book which is designed to be folded over 

so that it is used like a pad with easy to 
view and understand instructions.

The final one is a complete programme 
of all vehicles entered, complete with their 
story and a photograph if supplied. These 
car spotter books will be on sale at the 
Rally destination points as well as to the 
public of Wanganui.

All three publications will be in colour 
and have been supported by a good 
number of businesses in Wanganui. In 
all cases they have an association to the 
local branch of the VCC. Their support is 
greatly appreciated.

Late Passenger Only Entries
These will be taken at any time as they 

do not need to be included in the Entrants’ 
hand book. If any queries ring the 0800 
number or contact Neil Farrier. 

Entertainment
Looking at the website you will see 

the full list of top line New Zealand 
entertainment including the Wellington 
International Ukulele Orchestra, the Beat 
Girls, Freddy Flash and the Firebirds, the 
Roseneath Ragtime Band, the Conrays, 

the Shenanigans with a whole host of 
supporting artists.

Outside in the garden bar will be enter-
tainment which will feature many artists 
during the 10 nights of the rally. There is 
certainly something for everyone.

Come and Join Us
On Saturday 21 January the Manfield 

Pomeroy Trophy is being held at Feilding, 
an event which will be worth viewing. You 
will see Nick Mason, our International 
Guest, who will be entering this driving 
event. While that is on, back in Wanganui 
a huge 1920s themed street carnival will 
be held.

This will be followed on Sunday 22 
January by the open day. Leading up to 
Christmas and before the rally you will see 
television advertising with the theme “The 
Cars are Coming”

If you are around in Wanganui or can 
drive, fly or travel by rail, we would love 
to see you to support us and the Wanganui 
area who have supported us so well leading 
up to and, I am sure, during the Rally.

Bruce Hutton qsm, fpsnz
Rally Director

RALLY DATES MONDAY 16 JANUARY - FRIDAY 27 JANUARY 2012

The Cars Are Coming
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Entrant 129 
Paul Hicks -  1910 Napier
The Napier started life in London as 
a taxicab. It appears to have come to 
Marton about 1914 where it plied its 
trade as a taxi there. About 1920 it was 
put off the road for repair work and was 
rescued by Brian Turner of Wanganui in 
1970. It ended up in my hands and was 
subjected to a long slow restoration, 
finally being finished for my daughter’s 
wedding in 2010. The mechanicals are 
all original to the car but we had to build 
a new body, using copies of the original 
blueprints that were available from the 
Science Museum in London.

Entrant 113  
George Urquhart  
1933 Rolls- Royce 

Chauffeur driven by Mr Chappell, who 
at the time of GSY112’s commissioning 
,had been employed in the Bryan 
Household for nearly 50 years. Following 
the death of Mrs M Bryan in 1966. The 
car subequently sold at auction. It was 
brought to New Zealand in 1971 by Mr 
W J Plummer.  In 1994 this car featured 
in the film The Last Tattoo - the car also 
featured in a BBC Children’s series filmed 
in Whiteman’s Valley, Upper Hut, starring 
Bill Pertwee of Dad’s Army fame

Entrant 139 Chris Clarke  
1929 Morris 
This is the export model sent to New 
Zealand in a packing crate. Originally 
owned in the Hawke’s Bay, the car has 
been in Levin since 1967.  The car is 
totally original, including the motor and 
running gear. The current owner has no 
plans to restore the vehicle.

Entrant 317  Trevor Ward  
1949 Humber Ambulance
Found in Dannevirke, just before going 
to be cut down to a truck. Owned 
by me for about 35 years.  Only two 
known in the world; this one and the 
other in Scotland

Entrant 335 Bill James 
1978 Triumph motorcycle
Only one owner since new in 
Wanganui.
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E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels

TRADE 
DIRECTORY
Connecting enthusiasts 

and professionals 

around New Zealand.

Contact us today to list 

your business here.

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146 
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171 

First published in 1973. 
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

beaded wheels trade directory • beaded wheels trade directory • 
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Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES
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MAGNETOS, REWINDS, PARTS AND SERVICE,
all types. Contact Chris Slater, Coil Winding 
Services, Hupenui RD, Greytown, Wairarapa. 
Phone 06 304 9466.

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 2.25%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR SALE

1931 RILEY 9 SPECIAL.  Rebuilt motor and gearbox 
run in, oil filter conversion, twin SU carburettors, 
reconditioned magneto ignition, hydraulic brakes, 
high ratio rear axle, mechanically sound, current 
WoF and rego.$25,000. Phone Mike Stanley. 03 526 
7760. Nelson.

1936 MORRIS 8 TWO DOOR SEDAN,  Partially 
restored, New woodwork, some body work still 
required, Chassis painted. Body refitted. Been in 
storage for some years. Room required for another 
project. Also for sale on behalf of deceased 
estate,1947 Morris 8 Series E, 1928 Rugby Sedan. 
These are both older restorations. Enquiries to Ian 
Bleakley Hawera, phone 06 278 6519 evenings. 
ibleakley@xtra.co.nz

AUSTIN SEVENS FOR SALE  1924 Pram – restored, 
1929 Fabric - original factory condition, 1930 
Box – restored, 1936 Ruby – restored. All with 
personalised plates except the Box. Phone 03 338 
8771 or email dsmac@ihug.co.nz   MEM

BRITISH CAR PARTS;  Large inventory of parts; 
1955-1990. Austin/Morris/Triumph/Rover/Jaguar 
etc. Panels/engines/electrical. Some NOS. Too much 
to list. I need to divest myself of all this stuff, so 
no reasonable offers refused. Shipping containers 
as well. Also some complete cars, A35, Vauxhall 
Cresta, etc. Cambridge location. Phone 07 827 4147

CHRYSLER 50 FOUR DOOR SEDAN  1926. Great 
wedding car. New tyres, tubes. Reg on hold. 
Massive amount of parts. Austin A40 Devon 1951 
countryman, English assembled. Very very low 
mileage. Austin A40 wellside truck 1956 needs 
restoration or for parts. Photographs available on 
all. Registrations on hold. Expressions of interest 
sought. Phone 06 357 4425. 

MODEL ‘A’ FORD GUDGEON BUSHES.  Bronze. Not 
split. 4 per set. $69.50 set. GST inc. Nankang tyres. 
7.00 R 16. x 4. Radial NRO66. One year old. Approx. 
200kms only. Inc tubes. Location Canterbury. 
$625.  Model ‘A’ Ford rear axle (½ shaft) in good 
order. $75. Model ‘A’ Ford Main Bearing shell set. 
Machining reqd. Std to .040” undersize. $350 set. 
Inc. 3 thrust washers. Contact modelaparts@xtra.
co.nz  or ph 03 312 4686.  MEM

MODEL A FORD 28/29  restored chassis, front and 
rear axles, steering box, 4 x 21” wheels and 4 
new tyres and bonnet. Plus unrestored bumpers, 
radiator, tourer body cut off behind front seat. 
$6,000. Situated Whangarei area. Phone 09 4339 
870   MEM

MODEL A ROADSTER PICKUP 1930.  Restoration 
started. New seat and tray, all steel. $10,000. 
Phone 07 884 8551, Te Aroha.   MEM

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish. 
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum Advance Units. 
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed.
Contact Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, 
Manukau City, 2576.

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

TYRES: 30 X 3½  (five only) new $375 each suit 
Veteran. 475 / 500-20 (3 only) with tubes $416.25 
each: selling at import cost. 475 / 500 (used) 50% 
tread, make an offer. Phone Doreen 07 854 0148  
 MEM

MORRIS MINOR 1951  Genuine convertible. Body 
partly restored. Doors, guards, boot-lid. Has had new 
steel welded in. Garage stored for 30 years. Lots of 
spares. $2,500 ono. Phone 04 388 8832.   MEM

PRE WAR VELOCETTE MAC  MOV parts. MAC timing 
side crankcase halves MAC cylinder head. Three x 
19” rims for blasting and painting. Push rod. MAC 
gearbox parts i.e. gearbox chain, tensioner bolts, 
gear striker, layshaft gear 28 T. Centralising levers 
and springs, spherical thrust washer, clutch spring 
holder. Housing for foot start ratchet. Post 1941 
clutch chain wheel, rear mudguard stays. Phone 
Trevor 03 3845 211 ChCh   MEM

• 
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PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, 
S.U dash pot and water pump grease. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined to 
size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Rd, 
Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372, Fax 03 338 5482. 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or 
oversizes. Also pistons can be made to special 
dimensions. Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon 
Hay Road, Christchurch. Ph 03 338 5372. 
Fax 03 338 5482.   MEM

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

DRY SUMP OIL PUMP,  fits crankcase in original 
pump position on air cooled Volkswagen motor. 
Offers. Tachometer circa ‘60s Smith Black face 
4½ eight cylinder impulse type, $200. Jaguar 
factory workshop manual, 1.5, 2.5, 3.5 1946-1948 
exceptional condition $100. Jaguar workshop 
manual (Scientific Publications 1961) Mk1 2.4, 
3.4, Mk2 2.4, 3.4, 3.8 exceptional condition. $50. 
Phone Don 03 541 9391.   MEM

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz VARIOUS  E-Type Jaguar books, model cars & 

Jaguar memorabilia FOR SALE. Also a collection of 
American classic model cars, plus a variety of other 
car books. Ideal Christmas gifts for the car crank! 
Phone 03 2364206, 0274 937 481 or 0274 991 064 
email dizzy50@xtra.co.nz

XC FORD FAIRMONT GXL 1977  Genuine Factory 
car with sliding steel sunshine vinyl roof, air 
conditioned, power steering. 302 V8, C-4. Auto, full 
rally pack dash. Needs paint and panel. Offers over 
$9500. Phone 06 8422252 wk, 06 835 1974 home. 
 MEM

AUTOJUMBLE  steering wheel Veteran-Vintage four 
spoke alloy woodrim 16¾ diameter. 1¼ finger grip 
rim 13/8 deep taper 7/8-13/16. Excellent condition 
$100. Tacometer Smiths 4½ black faced red line 
6-6500 rpm 12v 8 cylinder impulse circa 60s $200. 
Intake manifolds twin carb A and B series BMC 
some with cars. Prices negotiable. Phone 03 541 
9391.  MEM

MAGNETO REWINDING 
SPECIALIST

We regret to advise that due to poor health, 
we will no longer be rewinding or servicing magnetos.

SURPLUS STOCK:  We have large quantities of ready to use rewound armatures and coils 
for numerous models of magnetos. We also have a variety of completely restored magnetos 
and a selection of new and used magneto components. These will be available for sale on 

request.  For information or inquiries, please contact us.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the many New Zealand and international 
customers who have supported our business over the past 25 years. Your custom and loyalty 

has been much appreciated.

DOUGLAS F. BANKS   75 HOWARD ROAD, POINT HOWARD. LOWER HUTT 5013
PHONE 04 568 3376 MEMBER OF VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND

1930 CUSTOM CHEVROLET COUPE.  Universal 
series AD NZ body built by Munt Cotteral Neilson 
Wellington. 6 Cylinder engine 26hp. Two previous 
owners current owner has had for 33 years. 
Many spares. Genuine expressions only $30,000 
registered and warranted. Phone 09 416 9306. 
 MEM
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1966 FORD MUSTANG SPRINT 200  Sauterne 
Gold in colour. C4 Auto, In good all round original 
condition (plenty of patina). Reg and WOF. Has 
VIC. $28,500 ono. Phone John 027 265 2829 
nobes@xtra.co.nz 

1955 JAGUAR XK140  FHC Restored to wonderful 
condition. Award winning vehicle, BRG, biscuit 
interior, full matching numbers, vehicle correct in 
every detail. Can be viewed at Vero Rally Entry 
#340 Contact owner Robert Benge horselessauto@
gmail.com or speak to me at the Vero Rally.   MEM

AUSTIN A125 SHEERLINE 1952  92,000mls 
Luxury top of the range with every extra. No 
expense spared rebuild with all receipts. 
Everything done.  $14,500 ono. Phone wk 09 573 
6972 or 021 129 5364,  damian.lee-johnson@
bmw.co.nz

1953 ALVIS TC21 PART RESTORED.  All panel 
work  repaired or replaced. New fire wall, inner 
rear mudguards, boot floor. Boot lid reskinned.  
Radiator repaired, grille rechromed. Gearbox 
overhauled new synchro cones. Cylinder head 
overhauled, new valves. $4000 ono. john.
stjulian@tegel.co.nz 09 263 9171  MEM

RARE 1963 HILLMAN SUPERMINX  factory 
convertible. Original NZ papers and plates. 
Excellent all round condition. Reg and warranted, 
a sweet runner for the summer and ready for 
2012 rally. $18,500 ono. Phone 06 368 4893, 
lpt@slingshot.co.nz  MEM

1936 AUSTIN TEN CAMBRIDGE  Good order, 
drives well, sold with new registration and WOF. 
$9,000 Negotiable. Phone John 03 578 9044 or 
jondot@clear.net.nz    MEM

1955 HILLMAN CONVERTABLE  Restored 
2008 Fitted with 1720 Sunbeam motor and diff. 
Excellent condition. Reg & WOF $16,000. Phone 
09 579 1858  or tombro@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1926 SUNBEAM 14/40  saloon body by “Weyman” 
of London in Excellent Condition. Mechanically 
sound and a well looked after car. It is a very rare 
car having a Weyman body and is possibly one of 
a very few left in the world and comes with many 
spare parts. Offers over $25,000 Phone 03 579 
5006, email donhall@xtra.co.nz  MEM

MOTORCYCLE PARTS MADE TO ORDER.  
Tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Presently we are fabricating a tank for a 1915 
Rover motorcycle. Call us and see how we can 
help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691, 027 
330 9581, email daviescw@live.com Shaun Davies 
Qualified Coachbuilder. 

EASY 12V RADIO INSTALLATION IN 6V VEHICLE 
 Converter works on a Neg. or Pos. chassis. No 
modifications, isolation or separate battery. Accepts 
any voltage input from 6.3v to 36v voltage output 
fixed at 13.8v, at 5 amps. PRICE $124 Free freight. 
12 months warranty. Phone Don 09 403 7350 or 027 
255 2852. www.cruisingelectronics.co.nz

BUICK COUPE 1939.   Series 40 Straight 8 
complete with separate seats. Fisher body.  
Bought new in Tauranga from C F Washer & 
Sons. Major mechanical work completed with no 
expense spared. This is a beautiful car.  $65,000. 
Phone  Tony 09 537 2172.  MEM

1938 AUSTIN BIG SEVEN  Restored about 20 
years ago, good condition, motor runs beautifully, 
new registration and WOF when sold. $11,000 
negotiable. Phone John 03 578 9044 or 
jondot@clear.net.nz  MEM

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz
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RESTORATION WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder. 
Woodwork, panel and fabrication work for all 
Vintage, Veteran and Classic cars and Motorbikes. 
For all your restoration requirements phone 
Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581 
or email daviescw@live.com

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

AUSTIN SEVEN CAMBRIDGE TYPE SPECIAL 
 Standard motor and 4 speed gearbox. A well 
proven car. VCC identity card. Inspection 
Cromwell. $18,000 ono. Contact Ken Brown, 
Phone 03 445 1537.  MEM

1947 CHEVROLET STYLEMASTER  Continuously 
registered, original plates. 3 owners, been in the 
family since 1953. Repainted original colours 
around 30 years ago, upholstery redone, otherwise 
original tidy condition. $16,000. Viewable at Te 
Puke Vintage Autobarn small shed, for sale on 
behalf. Contact Ray Singleton 07 573 6547  MEM

PRE-SELECT GEARBOX.  Model code List Number 
31160. $500. Contact John Gairdner 09 376 3872.
  MEM

1927 20.9 SUNBEAM TOURER.  In full 
working order. Run regularly and stored in dry 
environment. $60,000 For more information 
contact Tony Ornstien email: tornstien@aol.com 
or  phone  +64 (0)7 332 3632

1929 16.9 SUNBEAM SALOON.  Complete 
original car. Run regularly and stored in dry 
environment.$35,000.  For more information 
contact Tony Ornstien email: tornstien@aol.com 
or phone +64 (0)7 332 3632

1930 CITROEN C6F SALOON,  2.5 litre, 6 cylinder, 
rhd, rwd, rare English assembled model. Full 
no-expense-spared restoration completed 1998, 
reg, wof, reliable, excellent condition throughout. 
$30,000 Phone Jim 07 856 0191  MEM 

1929 AUSTIN BURNHAM 12/4.  Sound body, 
mechanically partly dismantled but believed all 
correct. VCC identity card. Inspection Cromwell.  
$7,000 ono. Contact Ken Brown,  Phone 03 445 
1537   MEM

1974 MERCEDES BENZ  model 114 280 CE coupe 
Very smart car. 4 stage auto, power steering, 
electric windows, factory alloys, electric sun-roof, 
factory sun-visor, central locking. Ivory with tan 
MB tex interior. New Zealand new. VCC identity 
card. Inspection Cromwell.  $20,000 ono. Contact 
Ken Brown Phone 03 445 1537.   MEM

1939 BUICK COUPE CONVERTIBLE.  Approx. 
60% body off restoration. When completed will 
look like photograph, of this extremely rare 1 of 
only 2 originals ever imported into New Zealand 
in 1939. Believed to be 1 of 8 now left in the 
world. What offers above $60,000 as is where is, 
in Christchurch. Email ftrust@slingshot.co.nz or 
phone 021 078 4755.

Call us for a free no obligation quote. 
See our back page ad for details.
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NEW SIDE LIGHT COMPLETE  and used tail light 
lens assembly in good condition. To suit Hillman 
super minx, Humber 90, Humber Sceptre. Both 
units shown in attached photo $50 for both or 
will negotiate single unit sale price. Phone 06 758 
1991, New Plymouth.  MEM

1950 LIP VAUXHALL  Very tidy, original 
upholstery in good condition had $10,000 spent 
in motor etc. Paint a bit tired. Reg, WOF & VIc. 
Ready for 2012. Looks and drives lovely. $8,000 
ono. Incl plate Phone 04 586 5548.  MEM

1930 BUICK MARQUETTE;  Fully roadworthy. A 
reliable toiler (never let us down in 36 years). First 
owner W. Smedley of Star Hotel Tauranga. Second 
owner Loyal Smith of Whangarei. From 1974 
ourselves. Approx 130,000 miles. Good cruising 
speed. Some conditions apply. $20,000. George 
Tier, Dargaville 09 439 8911.  MEM 

1924 LAGONDA 12/24  One owner for last 54 
years and one of only two in New Zealand. This 
is a light 1420cc tourer with a top speed of 
40mph. complete with hood and lots of spares. 
Offers around $25,000. Phone 09 627 9451 or 
robertbe@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

1928 CHEVROLET TOURER  Ground up 
restoration 10 years ago. Rallied approx 400 miles 
since. WOF and reg. $25,000. Phone Bruce 03 349 
4622.   MEM

VAUXHALL 14/40 1927.  2.2 litre 4 cylinder 
doorless fabric body by the late Gordon Routledge. 
Older restoration. Engine rebuilt approx 15,000 
kms ago. Easy 100kph cruise. Spare tyres, casings, 
few odds & ends. Reluctant sale due to ill-health. 
Offers on $25,000. Phone Lindsay 03 541 9352. 

BUICK MODEL 32 SERIES 50  8 cylinder. Engine 
and syncro gearbox. Some engine parts missing. 
Offers around $250. Phone 09 627 9451 or 
robertbe@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

ALVIS TA14  SALOON 1947  one of 3000 built. 
1892cc OHV motor rebuilt and balanced.  Car fully 
restored 1992. 4 speed syncro gearbox, radial 
tyres. Nice to drive. Top speed 78mph. Engine 
spares. WOF reg. Phone Jack Randall 09 538 
9422. 

1928 CHEVROLET NATIONAL AB   2 door model. 
Fully restored 1985-1990 but rarely used. Engine 
professionally reconditoned and regularly run. 
Original owner from restoration. Genuine reason 
for selling. Expressions of interest invited. Phone 
Barry, 352 8094 or email bmjl@xtra.co.nz for 
further information and photos.  MEM

1920 DODGE TOURER (RESTORED)  requires 
upholstery (hood etc). Hood woodwork frame 
completed. New tyres (6). Paintwork needs 
refurb. Spares available. Excellent project to finish. 
Current registration (MI 1920). Phone Martin 06 
344 6499.  MEM

STANDARD PANEL VAN 1960  (NZ Motor Bodies 
custom-built). Built for wheelchair access. Current 
Reg & WOF. Spares incude gearboxes, OD unit. 
Box of assorted manuals and literature. $4,000 
ono. A unique vehicle. Phone Garth gblnz@
hotmail.com, 06 759 0330 work or 027 493 1460. 

VINTAGE POSTERS  Poster Business for sale. Ten 
titles – authentic advert copy. Stock on hand at 
cost. Printing plates, packaging material. History 
of customer purchases and customer list. Enquiries 
to Keith Buckley phone 03 313 7563  MEM
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VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.
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FREE ADVERTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members wishing 
to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at 
Marketplace Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our February ssue is 20 January 
2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 

foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels.
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

1929 CHRYSLER 77 ROADSTER  Newly re-
upholstered, good hood and side curtains, still on 
the original wooden spoked wheels. White wall 
tyres, dual side mounts, new radiator core, stainless 
steel mesh over radiator and headlights, Art Deco 
dash. New clutch and new thrust bearing. Receipts 
available. Only 500 run in miles. $83,000 ono. Phone 
Andy 06 843 1992  mobile: 027 627 6803 (no texts 
please) or email andyandliz@slingshot.co.nz  MEM

1952 FORD CRESTLINE VICTORIA  very original. 
Factory overdrive, radio and heater, 4” crank. 
Radial tyres, reg & WOF. Motors extremely well.  
$47,000  Phone Chas 03 434 9035.  MEM

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6.
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

1938 NASH LAFAYETTE  Original condition Original 
ownership papers. 78,177 miles on the clock with 
about 6,000 miles since complete engine overhaul 
so runs beautifully and has 4 new tyres, Reg on hold. 
Phone Alon 027 202 9491  MEM.

1912 WOLSELEY 12/16  Fully, professionally 
restored. runs well, virtually new tyres.  In Hawkes 
Bay, result of a deceased estate. Further details on 
request $35,000 ono. Phone 06 843 8773 or email 
Monsieur_noir@ymail.com.   MEM

Non-VCCNZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 2.25%
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WANTED TO BUY.   AC oil bath air cleaner as 
fitted to Wolseley 444, Austin A40 and some 
Morris minors. Measures 7 inches diameter. Phone 
Frank 07 543 2447, frcarter@ihug.co.nz  MEM

1926 JEWETT CABRIOLET  Reputed to be the 
only one left of this model in the world. Total 
rebuild from the ground up. 27,477 miles. 2 door 
convertible. 6 cylinder, 4300cc. Offers. For details 
03 302 6120  Email tedallen@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1933 HUMBER VICTORIA  Salmon & Sons sports 
body with Tickford hood. Total rebuild with added 
electric overdrive. Restoration of the year winner 
Canterbury 2010. Hood raised  and lowered 
by a small crank handle. Full history of import 
to NZ. Phone Bob Hayes 03.3521449 or email 
bobandree@clear.net.nz  MEM

MODEL “A” FORD REBUILT SHOCK 
ABSORBERS,  as original. With exchange $195 
each or $230 outright. Arms and all connecting 
parts available. Pickup three minutes from Airport, 
or postal delivery extra. Phone Jack 352-6672 
Christchurch or cell 027 322 041

AUSTIN 7, BOX SALOON 1933.   Body off 
restoration 2002, 5,000 miles since, Ruby 
driveshaft, VW upgrade to generator, monometer 
temperature gauge.  $8,500. Phone John Kinvig 
on 04 479 8569 or 0274 524 326  MEM

RILEY RMB 1952   Excellent original condition, 
totaly rust free, beautiful stately eye-catching car. 
$17,750 ono. Phone John Kinvig on 04 479 8569 
or 0274 524 326  MEM

UNIQUE KIWI ICON DIXON 1982,  one lady 
owner, 68,000 kms only, original condition in 
every way, needs minor attention to the soft top. 
$12,500 ono. Phone John Kinvig on 04 479 8569 
or 0274 524 326  MEM

WANTED TO BUY

1965 MG B ROADSTER  Extensive rebuild. 
$14,000. For details phone 03 541 9391.  MEM

1975 CAMP-O-MATIC  Fully restored even has 
override brakes for Vintage touring. New canvas 
porah and full awning. Electric blanket, jug, 
toaster TV radio etc. All Ready here for VCC 2012 
Rally in Wanganui. Phone S Voss, 027 241 4994. 
 MEM

1913 SWIFT 2 CYLINDER.  Information and 
carburettor, magneto, radiator, gearbox and 
chassis. Any parts. Phone Andrew 027 611 6225, 
steamer.boy@gmail.com  MEM

1917 OVERLAND CROWN WHEEL  wanted 48 
teeth, straight cut, 10½” diameter, axle hole 15/8 or 
complete diff, has gearbox bolted to it. Phone Mike 
03 544 8256, email mikeandgail@slingshot.co.nz  MEM

1929-30 AUSTIN 16-6 SALOON WANTED  for 
restoration project. Preferably complete vehicle and 
in running order. Phone Lee 09 445 6872.

1942-47 CASE TRACTOR STARTER MOTOR , bonnet, 
car adapter to air cleaner, body, exhaust manifold. 
Phone Keith 03 689 7979.  MEM

1946-48 MERCURY OR FORD COUPE BOOT LID 
 in good condition also ’47-’48 Mercury mudguard 
stainless moulding strips in good condition 
particularly front LH. Phone Graham 09 435 5599. 

1957- 64 TRIUMPH T90/3TA FRONT GUARD,  rear 
guard, speedometer  head and center stand. Phone 
03 359 2652 g_wood@xtra.co.nz 027 538 2303  MEM

CHEVROLET 1934 MASTER COUPE  seat and mounts, 
headlamp lens and support bars, tail lamps, metal 
panel over petrol tank, bonnet and running board 
trim, spare wheel bracket, rear carrier. Phone Chris 
03 348 2141.  MEM

CROMWELL BONEDOME  CRASH HELMET.  Phone 
021 250 5461 or 07 347 6573.  MEM

EXOTIC RESTORATION PROJECT WANTED.  Talbot-
Lago T26, Delahaye or similar. Prefer post-war but 
would consider pre-war. I reckon I have one more 
restoration project in me and would like it to be 
something quite special. If you have such a vehicle 
or know where one may be, I would be very grateful 
for any assistance you can give. Please phone Peter 
on 027 611 9835.  MEM

HELP WANTED   I need someone to give me a hand 
on a regular basis to help clean and generally look 
after my Classic and Vintage cars. I am happy to 
pay a reasonable rate for work done. The cars are 
in Island Bay, Wellington. Please contact William on 
021 435 98   MEM

INTERNATIONAL PICKUP D2  (1937 to 1940) 
need set back mudguards, condition no matter. 
Keen to get any other parts as well or get truck. 
Phone Peter 0800 773 773 or email “leviathan@
xtra.co.nz  MEM
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LANCIA OWNERS WANTED:  I am running the 
Lancia Register NZ and for some years now we 
have 120 members. We have 4 cars of the ‘20s and 
the rest are of the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s but we are 
missing the ‘30s, ‘40s and ‘50s. Does anyone own 
or know of any Lancia vehicle which is probably 
not in the Register yet? Every bit of information is 
welcome even if it is about a car which you knew 
many years ago. Phone Wim on: 294 9204 or email 
lanciaregister@xtra.co.nz   MEM

LINCOLN ZEPHYR GEARBOX  19 tooth input gear 
or complete set with 18 tooth input. Also two ‘39 
Ford V8 front brake backing plates with adjustable 
anchors and shoes or parts of. Phone Geoff 03 312 
3112 diandgeoff@clear.net.nz  MEM

MISSING. A BOXED NEW AND COMPLETE BLACK  
Canvas top kit for a 1930 Model A Roadster. The 
kit is sown and ready for installation and will only 
fit a 1930 Roadster. Does not contain sidecurtains 
but will contain some chrome fasteners. I am not 
implying it is stolen, only missing from when my 
Model A parts Model A business was sold some 
time ago. The kit is boxed and labeled: Macs 
Auto Parts USA. Part number ATRK/2A31-2A 
Standard Roadster 30/31. Black Canvas Top Kit. 
Cartouche. Current value $555.95 USD. If you know 
the whereabouts, or have purchased a top kit 
within the last two years, within New Zealand, 
please contact me. Les. Pearson. 03 312 4686. 
lespearson@xtra.co.nz  MEM

NASH SPECIAL SIX DISTRIBUTOR WANTED.  Delco 
Remy no 5272 or Delco Remy no 4015. Phone Mel  
06 345 0009 or 027 446 6333.  MEM

WANTED TO BUY
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TRANSISTOR PRESS BUTTON AIRCHIEF RADIO  
(as per picture) wanted and original HT seatbelts to 
suit 1970 HT Holden. Phone 06 8341243 or email: 
kinnies@clear.net.nz.

LOOKING FOR TWO BOLT CROSS OVER 
GEARBOX  for 1913 Alldays Matchless v twin 
motorcycle, and contact with other owners 
worldwide, also still need BSA model k rear hub 
and veteran Triumph parts. Phone Chris on  09 
533 8050 email taylorhq@xtra.co.nz  MEM

CRANK HOLE COVER  required for 1934 Chrylser 
CA model. Refer to picture. If you can help please 
contact Simon at email simon.aurisch@gmail.com
  MEM

STEEL TYRE COVERSHELL BAND,  of type 
illustrated. Will be approx 30” diameter x 6”, for 
17” tyre. Good price offered.  Phone Dave 06 323 
8340.  MEM

NUMBER PLATE “AT 9” OFF 1948 HUDSON. 
 Daimler Century 1957 chrome air vent grills plus 
aluminium air ducting pipe, rev counter drive at 
bass of distributor. Jaguar Mk 5, 1951 chrome 
switch knobs on dashboard.

PAIR OF HEADLIGHTS  for early 1920s International 
truck  Fits models 33, 43, 63 and 103. Size 220mm 
dia x 110mm. Deep with reflectors and rims. 
Similar shape to 4l paint tin. Phone 03 355 4017, 
Christchurch.  MEM

REWARD OFFERED.  Wanted urgently information 
leading to the recovery of black independently 
sprung black sidecar chassis as fitted to a 1924 
998cc BSA V twin m/c also 28x3 detachable 
beaded edge wheel, tyre tube, mudguard, chrome 
connecting bars, two plug spanners, sidecar carbide 
lamp, red vinyl sidecar seat, folding windscreen 
with wooden varnished surround. Dismantled in the 
Dunedin area within the last three years. Phone 03 
420 4201 or 021 022 22897.  MEM

STANDARD 8 OR 10 MID ‘50S  Complete 
steering wheel and centre in good condition. 
Can swap a good wood alloy sports wheel to fit 
same. Phone 06 374 8153 or 027 443 5479 or 
barryhoff@xtra.co.nz.  MEM

THREE TYRES WANTED  2x5½ 500-23 Buick 
1921-22-23 mudguards, lights. Any instruments. 
23" wire wheels split ring type 4½ wide wire wheel 
carrier. Phone Tex 021 0245 7984.  MEM

VINCENT RAPIDE  Phone Danny Ryan 021 476 553 
 MEM

VILLIERS MK15 ENGINE PARTS WANTED  Carb and 
cylinder head needed or will buy complete engine. 
Phone Gavin 03 308 2297.  MEM

WANTED FACTORY CRANK HANDLE  and window 
wipers. Phone Peter 03 216 5684 or Peter.Shanks@
xtra.co.nz  MEM

WANTED FOR A 1939 CHEVROLET  a grill in good 
order and a 3.727 to 1 diff please phone 03 3883 
672 or skevingtont@clear.net.nz    MEM

WANTED: VILLIERS (122CC) 125CC CYLINDER  
barrel for 1954 James Cadet. Has “B 7138” in 
casting. Bolt centres: Head (47mm), Crankcase 
(50mm X 60mm). Bore (50mm). Overall barrel 
height (131mm). Consider complete/part engine 
or trade 197cc parts. Lindsay Mckenzie,Oamaru. 
03 437 0809, plymouthnut@windowslive.com  MEM

WANTED TO PURCHASE,  set of wire wheels 
including hubs to suit XK140 Jaguar prefer non 
chrome, but would consider all options. Must be in 
good condition, also looking for a complete set of 
rimbellishers to suit same vehicle. Please contact 
Robert Benge horselessauto@gmail.com   MEM
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

WINCHESTER

NBS 150th ANNIVERSARY TOUR
15 – 20 March 2012

Incorporating Westcoast Branch – ‘Scenicland Rally’

The Tour will start in Nelson and visit all six of the Bank’s Branches 
from Nelson to Greymouth and return to Nelson.

Entry is open to all VCC eligible vehicles; join us to celebrate the 
150th Birthday of NZ’s ‘OLDEST BUILDING SOCIETY’ 

NELSON BRANCH Sponsored by Nelson Building Society

For Information & Expressions of Interest contact:
Jim & Kyra Wareing 
Ph 03 544 9998 
jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz

Ron & Jan Johnson 
Ph. 03 547 7469 
ronandjan.johnson@gmail.com

Winchester Domain

Saturday  31 MARCH 2012

Gates open at new time of 7.30am
$5 entry and NO DOGS ALLOWED.

On site Camping Friday night only 
for SITE BOOKINGS contact Janet ph 03 686 0282 
Swap Meet Chairman...John Knowles 03 693 7680 

VCC – SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH

SWAP MEET 
& BAZAAR

SWAP MEET 
& BAZAAR

WINCHESTER

A N N U A L
SWAP MEET 
& COLLECTABLES DAY
Saturday 24 March 2012 

Gates open at 7am

Levin show Grounds events park
14 TiroTiro road Levin

Admission adult $5.00 
Children free. Stall holders $10.00

Food and drinks on site something for every one 
The area is next to the club rooms and 

spares will open at 10 am.
Entry off TiroTiro road south well signposted

Information  Peter Nightingale 
06 368 7160  027 633 4713

pdsnight@inspire.net.nz 

Horowhenua Branch VCC NZ Inc.                 

VCC NZ ASHBURTON BRANCH

SWAPMEET
Saturday 5 May 2012
Club Grounds 86 Maronan Road 

Tinwald,  Ashburton
Gates open 7.30am  No dogs allowed.
Catering by the Ashburton Lions Club

Site Bookings; Anne Hart, 
65 Oak Grove, Ashburton 7700

Email; annestuh@clear.net.nz  Phone 03 308 5733

V C C  W E L L I N G T O N  B R A N C H

BIENNIAL 

motorcycle rally
4-5 February 2012

Entries now open for this event. Great rides around the 
Capital, great company and great food.

Entry forms from the Rally Secretary
Peter Simpson  Phone 04 566 2675

Email: haddock.simpson@paradise.net.nz
Snail mail: 290 Normandale Road, Lower Hutt 5010

 Sunday 25 March 
2012

 

Trig Road North Waihi

B ay  o f  P l e n t y  V in t ag e  C ar  C lu b  in c
sponsored by BOP Discount Tyres & Summit Tyres

Run under Vintage Car Club speed regulations.
Driver must have Vehicle Identity Card, 
NZ Historic Racing Licence, 
current VCC membership card, 
VCC log book
 
Contact Carole Lindsay
carn@clear.net.nz
23 Coopers Road Greerton 
Tauranga 3112
07 578 9579



Scenicland Rally!
YES, the Annual 

West Coaster is on again!

 Experience a day in paradise
Relax & Enjoy Yourselves

March 17, 2012
Starting at Greymouth

Contact: Roger & Irene Devlin  
Phone 03 768 5382 or

Email: ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz 

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES
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Ashburton    Diane Ross
Tom Pethick our most senior member, 

celebrated his 95th birthday in September. 
Even more remarkable in 80 years of 
driving he has never been the recipient 
of an infringement ticket. On his 15th 
birthday his father handed him the money 
for his driver’s licence and since then Tom 
has been a keen motorist and motor cyclist. 

The Williamson’s 1930 Chevrolet 
roadster has been repaired after having a 
tree drop on it in Australia during last 
year’s Across The Ditch Tour. 

The Opening Run again combined with 
the South Canterbury Branch with the only 
mishap being to Stuart Hart’s Mercedes. 
However with the help of a hammer and 
chisel it was soon on the road again. This 
car has been in Stuart’s family since new. 

Don Box has joined the branch with 
a 1961 Morris Minor 1000 that he’s been 
working on over the last five years. 

The Club Captain’s Tour to Central 
Otago’s Blossom Festival Rally was an 
outstanding success with 16 cars taking 
part. On Friday we had the opportunity to 
visit several collections of ‘old stuff’ around 
Cromwell and Wanaka. 

The Spring Rally also attracted a good 
entry and for the first time in many years 
there were three motorcycles. In years 
past this rally was open only to Veterans, 
Commercials and Motorcycles but now 
accepts all classes. 

The Branch has been doing some PR 
lately with a display of vehicles at the 40th 
Anniversary Celebration at the Plains 
Railway & Preservation Society as well as 
a smaller display at the Ashburton A&P 
Show. 

Auckland  John Stokes
Motorcycles: The branch extends condo-

lences to the family of Bert Horsnell. We 
welcome Martin Seay and Janet Liang 
who have a 1927 Indian Chief and two 
‘54 Triumph Terriers. Bill Shears has his 
1912 Calthorpe Lightweight motorcycle 
running. Tony, Bill’s son, recently test rode 
it. Twenty-eight Aucklanders attended 
the Taranaki Rubber Duckie, Paul Tomlin 

taking first Vintage on his BSA and Peter 
Cooper the oldest rider and bike award on 
his Scott. Jim Campbell, a classic bike racer 
who has raced Phillip Island and Isle of 
Man, spoke at a recent section meeting. His 
current machine is a 1975 Yamaha TZ350.

Veteran: Several of our members 
recently took part in the HCCNZ Old 
Crocks Run from Princess St to MOTAT. 
Denis Lowe displayed his 1903 Oldsmobile. 
Since purchasing it, he appears to have 
worked on both the engine and body.

Vintage: Trevor Shaw has brought 
a 1927 Chev Capitol roadster ex Nelson. 
Neil Beilesky has made significant progress 
with the 1926 Renault 9hp, panelling and 
woodwork are complete and the next stop 
is the painters.

PV PWV: Tom Brough has aquired 
the 1938 Buick roadster formerly owned 
by Peter Worrall. John Spencer has joined 
with a ‘69 Lotus Elan. Welcome to Peter 
Seabourne with Jaguars MK IV, MK2 and 
XJ6-S1.

Commercial: Gary Asplin produced 
a concours Austin 1800 ute at our mid 
week tourers’ run organised by Jack Nazer. 
Some of our members with military vehicles 
displayed them at the War Memorial 
Museum

General: Our book sale raised about 
$1,000 which will be spent on the library. 
Peter and Robyn Levet won the recent 
Tulip Diagram rally in their Mini. The 
Ladies Rally plotted by Lee-Anne Gorringe 
attracted 11 starters and was won by Dave 
and Barbara Allbon in their ‘73 Triumph 
Stag. 

Banks Peninsula   Paul Tayler
Winter gone, still standing and a full 

programme ahead.
BP ran in a Vintage class at the RATEC 

Little River Hillclimb on 11 September. 
It is a great way to indulge in this side of 
our motoring by combining with a well 
setup organisation. It is a testing 4km climb 
and maybe for the first time ever Mistrals 
dominated the field. Great to see Joe 
Gillman drive from the other side of the 
South Island in his Ford V8 coupe, compete 
and return in the same day. 

The Branch opening run on 18 
September was well attended and the 
turn-out was rewarded with a beautiful day 
which made the picnic at Ashley Gorge 
very pleasant. On the way we were hosted 
by Clinton Inns to view his fine collec-
tion of cars and work-in-progress. Another 
highlight was a drive around the old Cust 
Motorcycle NZ Grand Prix circuit with 
one member riding a BMW doing two 
laps soaking up the intensity left by past 

champions. The final stop was a mouth 
watering visit to Ray and Marion Larsen’s 
and one of the best private collections of 
performance and classic cars around.

The 2011 Mainland Trials Series was 
won by Richard Topliss from Nelson with 
our branch members Avon Hyde 5th and 
Geoff Owen 6th out of 35 competitors.

The track season at Ruapuna started on 
16 October in conjunction with the CMRC. 
A great moment for this scribe to be racing 
for the first time against my son Ben who 
travelled from Aussie to drive (another 
Kiwi victory!). A car that attracted a lot 
of attention was a very original ’58 Chev 
Corvette owned by Jack Gillman. The two 
eight lap and one six lap races were a good 
test of car and driver.

Bay of Plenty  David Joblin
There is nothing like a fine winter’s 

day to bring out Club members in large 
numbers. So it was with our Historical 
Tauranga run in August. A very inter-
esting run and a great deal of thought 
had been put into this by our new Club 
Captain Stuart Gradon. Good too to see 
cars we haven’t seen before coming along, 
an example being Dick Megchelse’s immac-
ulate black 1954 Citroen.

Chairman Alastair Jones and Derek 
Winterbottom attended the AGM at 
Nelson, where Morrie Nottle’s 50 year 
badge was placed on the record books. 
Morrie is one of the few very long standing 
members and regularly attends meetings.

The mid-week run was notable for the 
large number of members attending and 
it just happened to be Jack Hoven’s 82nd 
birthday, not quite as old as his oldest 
Studebaker. Owen Smith organised a very 
successful breakfast run to Katikati, again 
notable for the good number taking part 
and new members involved in Club events.

Appearances are deceptive. This was 
apparent for our visit to the Tirau museum 
in September. Just a small sign on SH 5 
belies the great museum collection inside. 
Owned, run and collected over 40 years 
by Geoff and Robyn Ernst, it is a complex 
worth visiting. Probably a million different 
artefacts are on display including a collec-
tions of bottles, an extensive collection of 
war memorabilia and everything from early 
20th century life. A restored Buick and a 
‘48 Ford V8 were also on display. Twenty-six 
cars came along.

Our annual Swap Meet was another 
success. There was plenty to see and this 
year was marked by the large percentage of 
car parts for sale, a large generous display of 
club members’ cars and in the club rooms 
an art deco clothing display. 

idle

Ashburton: Central Otago visit, 1930 Chrysler 
77 in foreground.
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New members welcomed are Martin and 
Helen Webley, 1967 Valiant Regal; Graham 
Savage, 1929 Essex Coupe, 1927 Austin 
Burnham and a 1926 Rugby Roadster; and 
Earle and Marie Tarran, 1929 Buick.

Canterbury   Tony Becker
Our famously successful Annual 

Swapmeet and Display signalled brighter 
times ahead for Canterbury Branch 
Members. The taste of normality since 
an apparent reduction of major after-
shock activity is most welcome. Somewhat 
unpopular though was the loss of members’ 
day. The two public days were reason-
ably successful despite the traditional wet 
southerly on Saturday. The third day would 
clearly have served better, Sunday being 
brilliant of course. Revised vehicle display 
locations mostly worked very well, despite 
some moderns and modifieds spotted in the 
main display. 

The earthquake delayed 10th Annual 
Women Drivers Rally of 38 entrants headed 
to Hadstock, Chamberlain’s massive daffodil 
fields, before taking lunch at a private 
property. The earthquake delayed Annual 
Motorcycle Rally had its long-awaited run 
plus a somewhat smaller Girder Rally M/C 
Run in mid-October. 

Seventy-four beautifully prepared 
Vintage Cars made a showy departure from 
Cutler Park for a Glentunnel picnic lunch 
on 2011s Annual Vintage Rally. Returning 
to Cutler Park via a time-trial section, most 
entrants later enjoyed a dinner courtesy 
of the Sword family. The important 2011 
Awards Dinner attracted a big gathering. 

A 50 years continuous membership 
badge went to John Armiger and 35years 
to Alan Hill. Vice Chairman Phil Jeeves 
organised a Labour Weekend camp-in 
Social Bee in which members enjoyed a 
busy time cleaning, polishing, burning, 
fixing, overhauling and generally bringing 
our wonderful Cutler Park facilities up to 
scratch. A bonus was cheering on the Rugby 
World Cup finals on the club big-screen, 
rounding off a really good get-together over 
Labour weekend. The motorcycle section 
in particular was prominently represented 
doing rewarding work.

Central Hawke’s Bay
  Sarndra Raybould

Welcome to the newly established 
branch of the Vintage Car Club in Central 
Hawkes Bay.

Our branch based in Waipukurau, was 
accepted as a branch after our now elected 
President Rod Mckenzie attended the 
Annual Meeting of NZVCC in Nelson on 
12 August.

Since that time we have not been idle.
We are in the process of gathering 

together new members made up of locals 
who have transferred their membership 
to the new branch, together with others 
who have shown interest in joining a more 
locally based branch. 

To keep the momentum, we have 
organised get-togethers and outings locally, 
which included an annual dinner held at 
the Waipukurau RSA Club where we were 
joined by members of Hawkes Bay VCC 

for an evening viewing of the London – 
Brighton Rally 2010.

Early September saw an outing to 
Taniwha Gardens to view sculptures 
amongst the daffodils. More than 30 
members attended.

Waipukurau was on show during 
September, with the running of the Lambs, 
Gourmet Food and Wine Tastings. Some of 
our Vintage cars were on display at historic 
homes.

Takapau was the destination on 8 
October for the Takapau Ploughing Match 
held at Mineham’s Farm. It was the place 
to be to see a fine display of old tractors 
ploughing, together with three teams of 
draught horses competing. 

During the coming months of November 
and December we look forward to outings at 
the Annual A & P Show Waipukurau, the 
Veteran Rally, and High Tea at Oruawharo 
Homestead.

Central Otago  Lindsay Olsen
It is becoming obvious that a number 

of members have not wasted the winter 
months, with good progress made on a 
number of restorations. 

Roddy Maxwell’s Holden bodied 1934 
Chevrolet Roadster is nearing the painting 
and upholstery stage. George Paige’s four 
Veteran Hupmobiles’ wooden body frames 
are now ready for attaching metal skins. 
Brent Walter’s Messerschmitt is nearing 
the final assembly stage, with windscreen, 
rubber and body trim about to be installed. 
In Queenstown, Michael Wyatt’s restora-
tion of two Fiat Topolinos (Models A and 

Central Hawkes Bay 
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C) is well underway, along with a 1952 
Norton International motorcycle. Club 
Captain Alistair Stewart has replaced the 
crownwheel and pinion in his 1922 Gray, 
and also now has his ’29 De Soto running 
very nicely. Murray Pryde has added to 
his collection with a ‘28 Model A tourer 
/pick-up, while his Ford 49er has had a 
complete engine rebuild. 

Alan Porter’s 1924 Buick should have 
received its VIC by the time this is printed, 
leaving only upholstery to finish before 
Vinning. We look forward to seeing this car 
on the road in the New Year. Another ’24 
Buick – that of Keith and Brenda Taylor’s 
is also roadworthy and being prepared for 
the trip north to Wanganui in January. 
Graham and Sheryl Taylor’s mid ‘20s Willys 
4 Tourer is back on the road, running well, 
and headed for Fielding in late January (as 
an honorary Model T!)

It is good to report that Allan Tall’s 
four year struggle with officialdom has 
finally ended with his Austin 7 Special 
re-vinned and sporting its original number 
plates. Alon Mayhew (not content with 
just his latest Model T project) is providing 
guidance to son Nic in the restoration of 
two BSA Bantam motorcycles. We should 
see the first of these on the road next year. 

A visit to John Martin’s workshop is 
always interesting. Currently John has 
two Veteran bodies under construction 
for members from other branches; a 1906 
Clement-Talbot, and a 1909 Reo, while a 
1924 Austin 12/4 Burnham is undergoing 
woodwork repairs. John’s own latest project 
is a desirable Alvis 12/50 Sport. 

Monthly Sunday runs continue to 
be reasonably supported, as well as one 
off events including the Kingston Flyer 
re-opening, the Country Fair Day at 
Lawrence and the Annual Lake Hayes 
Show. 

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
In August we had our Annual Nobby 

Nosh night which is where we have dinner 
at the local fishing club. We had a good 
turn out and our Chairperson took the 
opportunity to present John and Sylvia 
Sisson their 25 year badges and the Barry 
Piercy Memorial Trophy, which each year 
is presented to someone who has been 
nominated for assisting or helping others. 
This year Walter McFarland nominated 
Bruce Taylor for the assistance he has given 
to Walter to keep his cars up to scratch and 
for being our Tailend Charlie in many of 
our East Coast rallies.

Three cars attended the Rotorua Sulphur 
City rally at the end of August; a cool 
drizzling start but the morning improved 

towards Tokoroa, and a good run ended at 
Upper Atiamuri.

The first weekend in September was 
very busy with two of our annual outings 
happening on the same weekend. On 
Saturday we attended the Opotiki Silent 
Films along with Rotorua and Waikato 
clubs to watch a Buster Keaton comedy. On 
the Sunday we joined the Classic Trucks 
to parade into Kawerau and display our 
vehicles at the Wood Festival.

Far North  Dave Duirs
I have been AWOL in Europe for a 

while, with highlights being a visit to the 
Peugeot Museum and Schlumpf Museum in 
France and a four hour tour of the produc-
tion process at the Peugeot/ Citroen plant 
in Sochaux, wow!

This year’s Winter Wander, organised 
by Paul Sullivan and George Coulson 
explored the Awanui river area and Unahi 
wharf, once very busy shipping points 
for local goods. Local identity Tommy 
Walker produced some most interesting old 
pictures.

Graham’s Gadabout headed from 
Kaeo with some straight line navigation 
to Kaikohe and ultimately to the Ngawha 
Geothermal Power Station which produces 
70% of Northland’s needs. 

Baby’s First Attempt with Steve and Dot 
Wynn had 31 cars meet at their home out 
of Kerikeri to view their interesting collec-
tion of cars and ‘bikes. This was followed by 
a visit to the ex Mr Asia property, a fasci-
nating place of dubious history, but now 
beautifully maintained.

Club room maintenance by a small 
willing group has the place looking smart. 
A recent working bee put some finishing 
touches in preparation for the forthcoming 
Far North Tour.

Vehicles heading south to Wanganui in 
January are getting attention and will be 
on display at the Autospectacular on 7 
January. 

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
In August six vehicles set out on an 

economy run to Wairoa. No science 
involved, just fill up at our starting point 
and fill up again at Wairoa. Graeme Revell 
in his 1987 Nissan managed 59.4mpg. 
While in Wairoa they took the opportunity 
to view a 1926 Morris Commercial truck 
that was restored several years ago.

Tony Bartlett’s annual Navigator’s Run 
this year only drew three entries, which 
was a bit disappointing as he puts a lot of 
work into these runs to test the driver’s 
and navigator’s mettle. The run was won 
by Allan and Rosalie Douglas in their 
Morris 1000. We had fourteen vehicles on 
display at our annual A&P Show this year, 
with ten of them taking part in the grand 
parade. 

Members are travelling to Whakatane 
to take part in the annual inter-branch 
get-together organised by the Eastern Bay 
of Plenty Branch, always an enjoyable 
weekend.

Coming up on 11 February is our second 
annual Three Rivers Rally, for which we 
have already received an entry. Email us 
at gisborne@vcc.org.nz for details and an 

Far North: Brad & Nancy Topp’s Swift being readied for Wanganui.
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entry form, or ring Tony Bartlett on 06 
867-9850.

Also coming up is the Fourth National 
Commercial Rally which we are organising 
for Labour Weekend 2013. South Island 
club captain John Chynoweth is planning a 
tour for South Island entrants to attend this 
rally, and I believe he has had quite a bit of 
interest already. 

Another vehicle has left our district, the 
ex Doug Fairbank 1927 Chrysler Coupe has 
found a new home in Hawarden.

Gore    Jim McFadzien
There was an option of two routes to the 

Otapiri Hall on our well supported Opening 
Run on 11 September. Five cars from South 
Otago and 23 from Gore Branch made an 
interesting fleet of cars. The all seal route 
went through Waimumu, Hedgehope and 
Browns, then north through Boggyburn 
to Otapiri. The gravel road route was via 
Mandeville and Otapiri Gorges, through 
tussock and forestry areas to meet others at 
the hall. 

The winners of the event were John and 
Katy Parish in their rare Alvis convertible.

An even better day on 9 October greeted 
14 cars for the annual P60V Run. The route 
was through Warepa and Paretai to our 
lunch stop at Kaka Point Hall, little did we 
realise that the cool easterly wind off the 
sea was the same one that was pounding 
Rena with disastrous results.

Gerry has found more places for our 
Tuesday Rambles. We have been to a lady 
blacksmith, an aircraft enthusiast’s collec-
tion of planes and memorabilia and a 
husband and wife team who repair and 
make lead-light windows. Then a man sized 
hobby- the building of a 20 metre double 
hulled all alloy sea going vessel (four years 
into a seven year project).

Hawke’s Bay  Esther Smith
It is with sadness that the branch has had 

to say a fond farewell to Charlie Black, at 
the grand old age of 95, one of our founding 
and life members. Charlie was passionate 
about engineering. This was recognised 
when on joining the Royal New Zealand 
Airforce in the 1940’s, he was sent to 
America to train on Allison Engines. Over 
the years he and his brothers owned and 
ran the Acme Garage and Ace Engineering 
in Napier. He restored and assisted others 
in restoring many cars. He still had his 
1912 Veteran Wolseley and a 1930 Model 
A Tourer which he had continued to 
drive in events up until four months ago. 
Along with Ces Bishop, another one of 
the branch’s long time members, Charlie 
rescued a Carlton car from Te Aute where 
it had been trucked and used on a farm. 

The car was returned to its hometown of 
Gisborne, where it has now been restored as 
the club vehicle. 

New Clubrooms: Siteworks are complete 
thanks to a willing bunch of helpers. Work 
is continuing on plans where the biggest 
item for debate is how big the spares area 
should be. The ladies, of course, think 
about getting their new kitchen and having 
lots of bench space.

Summer is getting close and with that 
comes the cruise ships which arrive in ever 
increasing numbers. A group of members 
organised by Helen Ball take turns to meet 
the cruise ships and provide a static display 
of cars. The passengers seem to really appre-
ciate their presence and the opportunity to 
chat to the drivers.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Our Club Captain’s Committee is 

working well with lots of planning for 
events going on and in the pipeline.

We as a branch have assisted our local 
Tararua Rodders club with a motor show 
held at the events centre. A magnificent 
event that brought out a large crowd.

There were all sorts of cars and motor 
bikes on display and for our part Ivan 
Horn organised a display of cars set up as a 
1948 car sales yard. All for sale in pounds, 
shillings and pence.

Several members have been busy assem-
bling and getting two Model Ts going for 
the 2012 rally. One owned by Gavin Harris, 
Central Hawke’s Bay Branch and the other 
a local one.

Robert Candish has his 1928 Model A 
pickup on the road and was looking for a 
speedo at club night.

This month’s mid-week Kapiti run was to 
Roy Southward’s private collection and was 
a great day out. This visit was followed by a 
film in the old theatre in Petone.

Members enjoyed the annual Citroen 
Challenge where our branch competes for a 
cup with the Citroen club. It was a fun run 
with a visit to a P40 Kittyhawk replica that 
is being restored in Levin.

At club night we had a speaker from 
the Police serious crash unit. This gave a 
sobering insight into road crashes. 

At our next meeting we will be updating 
the branch constitution as things have 
changed over the years.

We look forward to Manawatu’s 50th 
anniversary as our branch was formed from 
this in 1976 There are still branch members 
who have fond memories of being part of 
Manawatu.

Nelson  Jenny Conlon
The Nelson members of the VCC are 

sometimes asked to turn out to notable 
celebrations and 6 September was the 
100 years of the Richmond Church of 
Christ. An afternoon was enjoyed by those 
attending and some were lucky enough to 
really go back in time with travel in a car 
of the era.

Twelve drivers from Nelson entered the 
Marlborough Trials at Renwick for a great 
day’s entertainment. There was diverse 
competition although John Stanley was 
alone in proving Austins can’t swim.

Horowhenua: Top: Gavin Harris Jeff Quarrie and 
Andrew Heffey after Gavins. Bottom: Alfa Romeo 
restoration

Horowhenua: 
Top: My 
Grand daughter 
test dring the 
Horowhenua T. 
Bottom: Robert 
Candish’s 1928 
Model A pickup.
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North Shore: NSVCC sign, Richard & Mary 
Lloyd’s 1929 Buick. 

Richard Topliss won the Trial overall 
and son James came second, obviously fast 
catching up to his father.

Des Plummer won the Short Wheelbase, 
road legal award.

The next trial event was the Dennis 
King Trial at Happy Valley, the last in the 
winter series, also won by Richard Topliss 
with his son close behind.

The next event on the Nelson VCC. 
Calender is the BiAnnual Rally on the 
11/12/13 November with a scenic run 
planned.

There are also members restoring and 
preparing their vehicles for the VCC Rally 
2012 in Wanganui in January.

Northland  Terry Lambess
My how the year is flying by, once again 

branch members supported the Daffodil 
Run organised by Peter and Raewyn 
West-Hill. The run took us up to Kaikohe 
via Twin-Bridge then across to Kerikeri 
to finish at daffodil world. After lunch 
the prizes were awarded to the winners of 
the rally, best decorated car, then the best 
spring bonnet. You could then pick yourself 
a bucket of daffodils for a small sum. This 
year the rally raised over $2,000 for the 
Cancer Society.

Our Night Rally proved to be a real 
challenge, straight-line navigation at night? 
Whatever next. The rally was won by 
Trudi, Jaime and Rachel Sawyer. The next 
event on our calendar was the Matakohe 
Settlers Day, ten members and their cars 
travelled to have their cars on display. As 
this is the museum’s only free day for the 
year it is an opportunity to see all the place 
has to offer. It is fascinating and well worth 
a full day’s visit.

Finally the branch has been asked to 
supply several cars of pre-war 1940 Vintage 
to be displayed outside the old Whangarei 
library during the library’s 75th jubilee. The 
event promises to be a week of exciting 
activities.

North Otago  Judith and John Miller
The Autospectacular held in Dunedin’s 

Edgar Centre was a big event for our club, 
with members involved in a club display 
and security. This year the competition 
was to depict a movie, so the North Otago 
VCC portrayed The World’s Fastest Indian, 
with some genuine memorabilia from Burt 
Munroe’s life and the movie. Chevrolet was 
the feature car this year, as it is 100 years 
of Chevrolet. A good range of models was 
presented, with most in the very popular 
1955—1970 period. Most were very well 
turned out. Arthur Ruffell gained first place 
for his immaculate pick-up in the commer-
cial section. Some outstanding classic cars 
were on show including Cadillacs, Packards 
and Lincolns. These were world class cars 
and we were lucky to have them on view at 
a Dunedin Motor Show.

Members cars were involved in displays 
at the Waimate 50 at Labour weekend. 

As part of Rugby World Cup celebra-
tions, local Vintage and open cars were 
carried Veteran rugby players to a park for a 
game of rugby played by the old rules. (The 
hospital was handy if needed).

Planning for our Windsor Rally is well 
under way, and the club is looking forward 
to good entries for what looks like an inter-
esting rally in North Otago. 

North Shore  Mary Lloyd
Our leg of the Triple Combined Rally 

was to be challenging but user friendly 
Straight Line Navigation and it was well 
received and no one got lost. 

The Spring Tour was organised by 
Paul and Kathy Collins and took 25 cars 
and 55 people on a scenic tour, destina-
tion Tokoroa. A stop at Roy Sharman’s 
amazing collection of cars, traction engines, 
models and memorabilia was well worth-
while. Lunch was at Plaw’s place with 
another interesting collection of cars and 
traction engines to inspect. Tirau Museum 
presented a good photo opportunity with 
a gig, old drays, ancient tractors and stacks North Otago: Motor show.

Nelson: Top photo Geoff Owen receives assistance 
to exit the water/mud hole.

Bottom photo James Topliss climbing a loose gravel 
bank.
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of memorabilia. Then it was over the 
Waihou River, and a welcome stop at the 
Waikato VCC’s tiny Clubroom. Sunday 
saw us sampling confectionery made from 
lavender before heading to Reg Parkes’ 
copper works and his wonderful craftwork. 
Finally we had a quick peak at Colin and 
Lin Pinkerton’s Iron Park collection. No 
run would be complete without an incident 
or two so Brian and Gaylene obliged with a 
flat tyre in Huntly and arrived home with 
water leaking from a failed water pump. A 
close call. 

After 15 years of languishing in a shed 
and local Council procrastinations, the 
Club’s Caltex Sign is now standing proudly 
outside the Clubrooms.

Sadly much loved member Murrae 
Henderson passed away on Sunday 16 
October.

Otago  Ralph Harrison
In September the Branch hosted the 

local Vauxhall Club GM night rally. This 
is an annual event and this year it was on 
the same night as the Argentine/England 
RWC game. We travelled Southwest of the 
city making sure we did not get caught up 
with the crowds at the stadium. Actually 
the traffic was almost non-existent between 
7.30pm and 8.30pm when we finished back 
at the clubrooms to watch the game and 
enjoy supper.

For the September Sparkaholics run 
about thirty-five of us went on a bus trip 
driven by branch member Merv Thompson 
to the town of Lawrence, where we visited 
the local Vintage machinery and car club 
to view exhibits and cars under restoration. 
In the afternoon we visited Gabriels Gully 
where gold was first discovered in Otago. 
We also visited the remains of the old 
Whetherstones Brewery to view the acres 
of daffodils and old buildings. 

The October sparkaholics trip visited 
the Rescue Helicopter Base at Taieri 
airfield. About 28 members enjoyed the 
presentation, helicopter inspection and talk 
to the pilots and paramedics.

The motorcycle section of the branch 
held the 40th Dunvegan Motorcycle rally 
which started from the Chinese Gardens 
in Dunedin.

The branch welcomes new members 
Trevor and Janet Wood who own a 1965 
Ford Anglia. 

Rotorua  Evan Dorrington
The weather was kind on the weekend 

of 26-28 August for our Annual Sulphur 
City Rally. Fifty-five entries competed on a 
course featuring forestry land converted to 
dairy farms. Tulip and straight-line naviga-
tion was used.

Novelty came in the gymkana with 
darts, a memory test and gumboot 
throwing. Congratulations to Lyn and Ken 
Rowson who not only conducted the tests 
and organised the rally, but also won the 
gymkana.

A one hour rally was planned for Sunday 
17 September, with promise of Devonshire 
tea to be served at our destination timed 
for 3pm.

Directions were clearly set out on paper 
and we set out at one minute intervals to 
find our way through the farming district of 
Ngakuru, south-west of Rotorua.

The maze of roads in this area is a 
rally navigator’s nightmare at anytime, but 
thanks to a Saturday night prank, road 
signs ahad been altered and removed. Our 
clear directions had lost much of their 
value. Happily, good humour preailed and 
all but one car made it for Devonshire Tea 
still being served at 4.30pm. John Kirkland 
led a group of lost cars, then cheerfully 
advised drivers against following the fool 
in front.

Club member Rocky Fiske has success-
fully raced his 1994 DC2 1800cc Honda 
Integra at speeds exceeding 200kph.

Rocky required only one minute 38 
seconds to complete the Taupo Motor 
Racing circuit of 3.5 kilometres. For a 
novelty Rocky led twelve of our club cars at 
a more sedate speed for two circuits of the 
track. Fortunately practice ceased for our 
ten minute parade.

South Canterbury  Bill Weir
On 4 September we met up with 

Ashburton Branch between the bridges at 
Rangitata, and after a catch up everyone 
moved onto Woodbury Domain.

The Woodbury Domain proved a very 
pleasant spot for lunch. The afternoon run 
to the Geraldine Vintage Museum. Thanks 
to our new Club Captain Tom O’Connor 
and his team for a interesting day. The 
Ashburton Garage Raid on 27 August 
was attended and enjoyed by 125 members 
from North Otago, South Canterbury, 
Ashburton and Christchurch. This year’s 
Mt Cook Rally at Labour Weekend marked 
the fifty-sixth commemoration of the first 
trip to the mountain by motor car in 1906. 
The weather had been wet but this did not 
discouraged 45 entrants with their naviga-
tors and passengers in beautifully presented 
vehicles reporting for the drivers’ briefing 
at the South Canterbury Clubrooms. The 
long route time trial checkpoint was at the 
Waimate Vintage Car Club headquarters. 
Drivers on the short route were through 
Pleasant Point before the crowds began to 
gather for the annual Fairlie Flyer steam 
train event and on to Twizel. Sunday was a 

South Canterbury: Les Wenlock crossing the ford 
at Grays Crossing, Bluecliffs.

South Canterbury: Terry Wilson at the start of 
the Mt Cook Rally.

South Canterbury: Entrants line up for field tests 
at Twizel for the Mt Cook run under the control of 
Club Captain Tom O’Connor and Jim Geddes.
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typically glorious McKenzie Country spring 
day and drivers and navigators lined up 
to try their hands at some very difficult 
field test. Then it was off to lunch at Mt 
Cook in brilliant sunshine where the cars 
were admired and photographed by foreign 
tourists. Jack Williams at 92 was on his first 
Mt Cook run, and received a special prize 
as oldest driver.

South Otago John Cook
With the start of the rally season, 

five cars from the South Otago Branch 
travelled to Gore Branch to join them 
for their opening run to Otapiri. Three 
cars from the branch travelled to Central 
Otago in September to join them for their 
Blossom Festival Rally. Wally and Alison 
Ollerenshaw picked up the hard luck trophy 
with a noisy bearing in the gearbox of their 
MG TD. Phil Sell and Robin Bennington 
were the only motorcyclists from our 
branch to go on the 40th Dunvegan run. 

Our own opening run held in October 
run by Gordon and Beryl Duthie, saw 
17 cars from the branch, one from Gore 

and one from the Tuapeka Club meet 
at the start of the Millennium Track at 
Beaumont. We travelled up the disused 
Roxburgh branch railway line to Talla 
Burn and had a guided tour through the 
privately owned power station by one of 
the owner/operators. The power generated 
from this station is sold to the national 
grid at Roxburgh dam. We then continued 
on to Roxburgh. Next stop was Alister 
and Judy Stevenson’s property at Ettrick. 
Alister’s workshop is extensive with several 
vehicles in varying stages of restoration. 
The workmanship is very impressive. 

Taranaki Colin Johnston
Our annual Rubber Duckie motor cycle 

Rally was held in September with 48 
entrants this year and we heard nothing 
but praise from the entrants all over the 
weekend. The road route went into the 
north Taranaki area and those on the 
long route were taken through some of 
our unique road tunnels around the Okoki 
loop. This route was a sure winner as the 
spectacular views and roads through the 
back country are a dream for motorcyclists. 
Mount Taranaki was out in all its glory 
and the ride up the Lepper Road facing the 
mountain was great. The overall winners 
were Bruce and William Davidson on 
their 1960 AJS. The Hunt Trophy for best 
presented bike was won by Tony Bernstein, 
Wellington, with his 1938 Norton and the 
Brian Hopkins Memorial Trophy was won 
by Paul Tomlin, Auckland, on his 1939 
BSA.

For the 50th Jubilee of our branch, a 
glossy 60 page booklet has been produced 
with photos of members’ cars over the last 
fifty years. It also records the memoirs of 
members and how and when the branch 

was formed. Information was taken from 
the club records and our monthly magazine 
Topical Torque dating right back to 
September 1961. The major rallies that the 
the branch holds and congratulatory letters 
are all recorded, along with club officials, 
and we expect there will be interest from 
members outside Taranaki wishing to 
obtain a copy. These are available at a cost 
of $20 plus p/p. Inquiries should be directed 
to our Rally Secretary Des Moore phone 06 
753 4620. 

Steven and Veronica Oliver are restoring 
a 1906 Cadillac and are hoping to have this 
ready for our Jubilee rally. This car has 
an exciting history as it was bought new 
by Helen Wills who was the daughter of 
the owners of the Wills Tobacco company. 
Helen Wills was still driving this car right 
up until the 1940s. Even though she had 
an accident, she still kept driving it. It was 
then taken off the road and dismantled and 
has changed hands twice in this disassem-
bled state until Steven purchased it. When 
he drives this car he will be the first driver 
since Helen Wills over 60 years ago, and we 
all look forward to seeing it on the road.

We welcome new members Stephen 
and Judy Walsh from Waitara who own a 
restored 1938 Singer Super 10.

Taupo Greg Nattrass
In September our club night featured 

film was the 1965 movie, The Great Race, 
starring Tony Curtis and Natalie Wood. 
A good turnout of members attended, and 
we were even treated to popcorn and ice 
creams. 

October saw our annual Quiz night. 
Another curler compiled by ex school 
teacher Norman Pointon. Don’t know his 
resources for the questions, but he seems to 
know how to test the brain.

Our run was a sightseeing tour out 
through the state highway on to Ohakuri 
Rd, cross country, and through a lot of back 
country with great scenery to Rotorua. 

Planning is well underway for our annual 
rally next March. This one is shaping up to 
be something a little different. 

Waikato  Jeremy Brook
The branch has been humming! 
First up in August was the Ladies Rally, 

ably organised by Lynne McGaughey and 
Marion Sell and won by Jan Dearlove and 
Sylvia Kristensen in a 1970 MG B GT. 
There were 19 teams, 45 ladies plus 
children and one very suspect team in drag.

Paula and Carol Fussy plotted the PV 
Rally into the Matamata region of the 
Waikato with 50 cars entered. The overall 
winner was Colin Bell of Auckland.Taranaki: Steven and Veronica Olivers now fully restored 1906 Cadillac was last owned by Helen Wills 

from 1906 to the 1940s. Steven Oliver will be the first driver of the car in 60 years.

South Otago: South Otago Branch members took 
time out on their opening run to pan for gold at 
Ladysmith, Roxburgh East.
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The motorcycle section has enjoyed 
runs to Tauwhare and Rotongaro to look 
at Vintage agricultural machinery and an 
armoured vehicle museum.

The Pates and the Pattons sorted the 
long touring weekend in September to the 
Opotiki annual Silent Film Festival with a 
two night stay at Awakeri Hot Springs. A 
truck museum combined with unfamiliar 
back country roads made the event special. 
Our annual Kairangi Hill Climb saw a 
range of vehicles compete from a 1933 MG 
K1 to a Corolla Levin HRV. This well 
organised event received great support 
from the members and other clubs. At the 
beginning of October the Pattons arranged 
another members’ weekend, Brits at the 
Beach. 

Club nights have involved the topics of 
voluntary mission work in Uganda, cheese 
making and Alan Bull and his Pork Pie 
Tour topped off with a trip down memory 
lane with a showing of the New Zealand 
film, Goodbye Pork Pie.

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball
The Henley Men’s Shed at Masterton’s 

Henley Lake was the destination for 
entrants in the annual Janice Groves 
Memorial Rally in late October.

Fifty people in more than 20 cars, 
including two carloads of Grove family 
members, participated in an hour-long 
cruise in the country, followed by a timed 
slalom and a pizza lunch cooked by Men’s 
Shed members in their outdoors pizza oven. 
Overall winners were Club Captain Gary 
Lang and his wife Barbara in their 1965 John Rapley’s 1937 Austin 14 Goodwood at the Peter Smith Memorial Rally.

Wairarapa: Photos from the Janice Groves Memorial Rally courtesy Bruce Levy Photography. Above: A 
silly hats contest attracted four entries, including Frances Garard. Right: John Stratmore’s 1926 tourer.
Top right: Peter Groves attacks the slalom in his 1924 Austin 20 at the end of the Janice Groves 
Memorial Rally.

Howard Sims’ 1914 Model T was the oldest entrant.

“Sheddie” Don Neilsen at the pizza oven while 
VCC members wait.
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Ford Mustang. Oldest car on the run was 
Howard and Marion Sims’ 1914 Model T 
Ford, and the youngest was Nola Groves’ 
1977 Austin Mini.

The Peter Smith Memorial Rally 
attracted 36 cars from the Vintage Austin 
and Flying A Registers, plus a number 
of honorary Austins. One of the organ-
isers, Howard Sims, displayed the 1930s 
Box Brownie camera used to photograph 
some of the clues. Other organisers included 
Marion Sims, Will and Ruby Holmes and 
Evelyn Chisholm. Paintings by Doug Curtis 
were presented to Mary Buick and Peter 
Groves (VAR) and Mike Lowe (Flying A). 
John and Alison Kinvig, from Wellington 
driving a 1933/34 Austin took the major 
prize, heading off John and Kerry Rapley, 
of Paraparaumu, in their 1937 model. The 
flying As were headed by Sue Voss, of 
Wanganui (1958 A35) and Bernie and Joan 
Svendsen, from Feilding (1957 A55). 

Caroline and Barry Colquhoun, in 
a 1958 Wolseley 1500 and Pat Dutton, 
driving a 1957 Morris Minor were the best 
of the honorary Austins.

Wanganui Fay Chamberlain
Good news for the branch. All the 

bonds taken out by members, to cover the 
shortfall for the new parts shed have now 
been paid back in full, plus interest, thus 
making it totally freehold. No one is more 
happy than our treasurer, Neil!

On the social side of things, Club 
Captain Mike has had good responses to 
his programme of activities, including the 
annual Shiny Parts auction. This time, held 
on a Sunday afternoon, after a short run. A 
few less folks attended than usual, with a 
slightly lesser number of dollars raised, but 
the same fun was had by all, and the sum of 
$680 dollars made Neil happy again! 

The next outing is to the Rhododendron 
Gardens at Kimbolton at Labour Weekend. 

Clubnights continue to be well attended 
and enjoyed. Membership too has increased 
a little, particularly pleasing to see a 
few younger faces joining us. The next 
clubnight should be interesting, with a 
visit from the Red Cross giving us a little 
training in first aid. 

Community wise, the branch has 
been asked to provide vehicles for several 
events prior to Christmas. With the 2012 
International Rally signage going up all 
over the town, we are being noticed. Galas, 
parades, school fairs are all on the list. 

Much restoration work is going on 
behind closed shed doors. “Would be great 
to have it finished for the big one!” is the 
cry. Sadly, only some will make it in time!

Wellington   Ray Betteridge
Wednesday is a busy day in our 

branch. Each Wednesday a large group 
of members work in our clubrooms. The 
library, archives, buildings and parts all get 
attention. This ongoing effort makes a huge 
impact on the welfare of our branch. 

Our Kapiti mid-week group under 
Murray Hislop’s leadership were invited  by 
Roy Southward to see his private collection. 
An 1891 Panhard et Levassor, 1912 Ghost, a 
couple of Bentley’s, 32 Alfa and more. 

Tom’s Tour once again went overnight to 
Palmerston North and Aaron (our Chair) 
and Margaret found us many 2nd hand 
shops and lots of humour, and a barbecue.

The Veteran/Vintage Only run brought 
out a lovely group of period cars. Club 
Captain John (and Deirdre) toured us 
around Wellington vantage points to 
enjoy the best of our beautiful Capital on a 
lovely day. Michael Curry took the Veteran 
honours while Vintage honours went to: 
Owen and Helen Archer in their Model 
A (Albert). The Miller/Bayly De Soto 
took ftd closely followed by Roy’s Bentley, 
but this didn’t help their chances as the 
required 18mph average was below their 
power band.

On September club night Goldie 
Carpenter brought along his almost 
restored Normac III Special, a race car with 
real New Zealand racing history, a fantastic 
night with a lot of nostalgia. This car 
raced against the likes drivers and vehicles 
such as Alan Freeman’s Lago Talbot, the 
Lycoming Special and Stirling Moss.

Wellsford/Warkworth
  Rita Jorgensen

There seems to be a lot of cold, windy, 
rain-soaked weather around this time of 
the year but we have managed to dodge the 
worst of it on our outings.

Twenty-six people attended Tom and 
Maureen Belch’s breakfast run. First we 
fueled up in Orewa then motored through 
Silverdale, Dairy Flat and Riverhead to 
finish at Puhoi domain. Doug and Anne 
Hamilton won the day.

The Annual Triple Combined Rally was 
held on 21 August. North Shore’s Richard 
and Mary Lloyd plotted the first section, 
with straight line navigation through 
the Albany industrial area. There were 
questions to find answers to and silent 
checks along the way. The run then headed 
out through Wainui and Waitoki to the 
Kaukapakapa hall for lunch where a large 
market day was set up. Competitors had 
plenty of time to Browse. Mick Guffogg 
organised the second section for our 
branch, again through back roads out to 

West Coast Road, Ahuroa Road through 
some interesting country to Puhoi, with 
more silent checks and questions. A 
short break at the domain then Grant 
Stott took Hibiscus Coast enthusiasts on 
a non-competitive section along Upper 
Orewa Road and through the new large 
Millbrook subdivision. On to main road at 
Silverdale and back to Orewa’s plantation 
cafe to finish the day.

The Willys Overland Knight Registry is the 

world’s best source of literature on Sleeve 

Valve engines and the vehicles manufactured 

by the Willys organisation – Willys Knight, 

Whippet, Overland and Willys to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871

Phone 06 377 3064 
Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND CHAPTER

C L A S S I C

TYRES
FREE

CATALOG

20 MINUTES FROM

LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

562-595-6721 • Fax 562-595-0381

www.lucasclassictires.com

We ship

anywhere!

BEST

PRICES!

200 Sizes

12 Brands
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Murrae Henderson  
3 January 1924 – 
16 October 2011

Murrae became a member of the 
North Shore branch of the NZVCC very 
soon after its formation when he trans-
ferred from the Auckland Branch. From 
then he was a very active member having 
engaged himself enthusiastically in all 
branch activities and projects. He has 
been a strong advocate of the branch, a 
friend to all and one of our most well-
known members. His roadside assistance 
and expertise in anything mechanical 
and electrical has seen many a vehicle 
brought back to life! Earlier this year 
in recognition of his great service and 
loyalty, Murrae was bestowed with the 
honour of life membership of our branch.

Murrae and his dear wife Joan rallied 
their 1926 Buick Roadster and 1934 
Plymouth sedan actively, seldom missing 
a branch event and enjoying the many 
other national and international events 
they attended.

Murrae was born in Thames, raised on 
a farm and arrived in Auckland City aged 
16 when he became an apprentice electri-
cian for G E Webster. Murrae spent his 
entire working life with G E Webster in 
an arrangement which was hugely benefi-
cial to both parties. Not long after his 
return to the city he met Joan and from 
then had eyes for no other, they courted 
then married in 1948 and were constant 
companions and best friends for over 60 
years. Together they raised a family Susan 
(latterly living in Sydney) and Grant who 
inherited Murrae’s good looks and keen 
interest in Vintage vehicles, Grant and 
Murrae shared this interest and combined 
their hobbies since the early ‘70s.

Murrae enjoyed good health up until 
2010 when he was diagnosed with an 
incurable illness. Such was Murrae that 
for some time this did not even slow 
him down and he continued rallying 
and working in the restoration shed on 
Thursdays for as long as it was possible. 
He was never heard to complain and was 
observed to ‘just get on with it’.

His lovely manner and positive ‘can 
do’ attitude, his love for Joan and family 
and the warmth he extended to his many 
friends will live on in our memories and 
conversations. He will be much missed, 
rest in peace old friend.   

Brent Mathieson.

William Henry Miller
22 December 1928 –
6 October 2011

Bill Miller was born in Ashburton 
and was known all over New Zealand 
for his interest in Buicks. He has left us 
a comprehensive album of photographs 
with model and owners’ details which 
will enhance our library collection for 
years to come. Bill first joined the VCC 
when he was an engineering student at 
Canterbury University in 1949 and his 
every-day car was a 1926 Ford T. He 
soon teamed up with Walton Bremner 
and Bob Turnbull and the Ford got a 
Rajo head to make it go faster. This led 
on to motor racing and for a while Bill 
dropped out of the VCC to pursue this 
interest with a Jaguar and a Fiat 600. 
He did so well with the Fiat that the 
factory presented him with a gold watch 
in recognition of the performance he 
managed to obtain from it.

By 1954 Bill had found a single 
cylinder Reo which he restored and this 
was followed by the 1911 twin-cylinder 
Buick, the remains of which were found 
in Wanaka during the Haast Rally in 
1965 when he navigated for Bob Turnbull 
in his Sizaire Naudin. A description of 
making a crankshaft for the Buick can be 
found in Beaded Wheels 61.

At the same time Bill restored a 1930 
model 40 Buick Roadster from a cut down 
truck. This car was known throughout 
the country as Bill’s Blue Buick.

Bill moved to Auckland in the 
mid-70s, and tried out a 1962 Buick 
convertible and started restoration of 
a 1931 Marquette, and a 1952 Bradford 
Van. Why a Bradford? Well, it had a 
similar engine to the Buick.

He also had a great collection of books 
and when the writer took on the position 
of Branch Librarian Bill was quick to 
offer his assistance. His knowledge of 
books and cars was legendary and the 
library team that followed called him 
“our walking encyclopaedia”. He was able 
to remember what he had read and most 
times where he had read it. We will 
miss his presence in the library but will 
have an ongoing reminder of WH Miller 
in the books he donated to us when 
he moved from his New Brighton Road 
home.

Barry Robert

Murrae Henderson and his 1926 Buick roadster.
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on
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