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Contact National Office for all queries 
regarding VICs, logbooks, historic race licences, 
lighting endorsement, registration of vehicles, 
address changes, subscriptions, membership 
cards, speed events.

The Vintage Car Club Of New Zealand (Inc.)
National Office, 
PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140
Phone 03 366 4461 Fax 03 366 0273
Email admin@vcc.org.nz

management committee

A full list of branch addresses and contact details can also be found on the VCCNZ website at www.vcc.org.nzbranches
ASHBURTON
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA 
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn
Christchurch 8443
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY 
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo
Whakatane 3159
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE 
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE 
PO Box 329, Gore 9740
gore@vcc.org.nz 
HAWKES BAY 
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA 
PO Box 458, Levin 5540
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz 
KING COUNTRY
C/- 34 House Ave,
Taumarunui 3920
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
MANAWATU 
PO Box 385
Palmerston North 4440
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON 
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND 
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE 
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield
Auckland 1042
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO 
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA 
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY 
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND 
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO 
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa,
Balclutha 9273
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI 
C/- 118A Carrington St,
New Plymouth 4310
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO 
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE 
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield
Auckland 0629
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI 
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941 
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST 
C/- 9 Stafford Rd,
Hokitika 7882
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2012.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
always welcome.
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any 
available information to: 
Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. 
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable. 
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2012.

PRESIDENT
John Coomber 
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION
John Foot
07 823 5641 nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION
John Chynoweth
03 439 5474 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER
Michael Lavender 
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR
Rod Brayshaw
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD
Frank Renwick
03 352 4383  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN
Kevin Clarkson
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Bob Ballantyne
09 444 4066  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz

Tony Bartlett
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST
Betty Wallace
03 929 0829  bpearcey@netspeed.net.nz

Photographs supplied by Frank Read

Doctor Simpson of Darfield with his two means of transport. The photo is 
dated around 1910. Frank’s mother Grace Smith worked for the Simpson 
family and is the passenger in the car.
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Branch news with Idle Torque, page 51

Blue smoke and  rubber were the order of 
the day at this year’s Chelsea Hill Climb, 
page 26. 

Reports and results covering all the 
action from this year’s highly successful 
International Rally, page 12.
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president’s 
message

Welcome to the first issue for 2012. 
For those of us who had the privilege 
of attending the VCC Rally 2012 in 
Wanganui, what a fabulous start to the 
year. Those members who could not attend 
will no doubt be interested to read about 
it, but may get tired of people telling them 
what a great rally it was. Everyone I spoke 
to was enthusiastic about the rally, from 
local and overseas entrants, Wanganui 
people, the Mayor and councillors, and for 
Canterbury based members it was a well 
deserved break from the pressures of the 
past eighteen months. Our visit started 
on a high note. We were fortunate to 
obtain tickets to the final performance 
of the Wanganui Opera Week in the 
Royal Opera House thanks to the Mayor, 
Annette Main. Christine and I arrived four 
days early to be prepared to welcome our 
special guests and be available to the Rally 
Director and committee. Extremely wet 
weather had disrupted plans to establish 
the rally village, and the committee and 
helpers were at least two days behind in 
preparations. A team of workers from the 
local prison worked tirelessly assisting 
Geoff Quarrie in establishing the village 
and headquarters, and over the weekend 
many local Wanganui members responded 
to the call for help. The weekend was 
spent helping to assemble the rally packs, 
and this gave us an insight into the huge 
amount of work the rally committees had 
to put into this event. The main committee 
had been living on site for two weeks prior 
to the rally and I noted that they worked 
without a break from the 7.30 breakfast 
meeting each morning until midnight or 
later each night. Each of these committed 
people paid an entry fee to take part in 
the rally, like all of us, but unlike the rest 
of us, they did not get to participate in the 
rally events. We were so impressed with 
the dedication and professionalism of this 
team. I hope that when the accounts are 
finalised, the committee members can at 
least have their entry fees reimbursed.

Every day was a highlight for us. The 
opening ceremony was very special with 
officials being driven into the stadium 
in Veteran cars and the flags of all the 
countries attending brought in by members 
of the Air Training Corps. 

 The international night at the Sarjeant 
Gallery and the mayoral receptions hosted 
by Wanganui Mayor Annette Main and 

as we see it

As you would expect the 2012 Rally 
features large in this issue. I hope those 
who attended enjoy reliving the event. If 
you were unable to attend, this issue gives 
some idea of the scale of the rally and of 
the great time had by participants.

There were many highlights for me but 
three come to mind. The Open Day at the 
racecourse was fantastic. The weather was 
great, the cars were shining and the public, 
who turned out in unprecedented numbers, 
were captivated. In addition to the rally 
cars there were steam vehicles, stationary 
motors, motorcycles and much more. The 
opportunity to see more than 700 VCC 
eligible cars in one place was priceless. 
Second, the Ongo Road near Hunterville 
was unbelievable. Rises and dips, twists 
and turns, good seal and very little traffic. 
What a road for a driver or motorcycle rider 
to enjoy! There were other good roads too, 
including one that I found by mistake. It 
took me 25 miles away from my rally direc-
tions on a lovely winding back road. Great 
driving! Third, while in Hunterville we 
were walking down a side street where we 
found a park to sit down and enjoy lunch. I 
looked over to an adjacent rugby field and 
noticed some blokes mucking about with 
ride-on mowers. I went over and asked 
what was happening. They were racing 
the mowers! Next thing I’ve got a helmet 
on and I’m racing around the paddock at 
up to 70 kph sliding and drifting all over 
the place! Apparently it’s becoming all the 
rage. Good cheap fun.

I had been looking forward to doing a 
Behind The Wheel article on a particular 
car, the planning of which has taken some 
three years to get organised and get myself 
and the car in the same place. Finally it 
happened that we were together at the rally 
and we were all set to go on the Saturday 
of the Pomeroy event. Unfortunately the 
car broke down a couple of days prior to 
the Pomeroy consequently we have no 
Behind The Wheel in this issue but plenty 
of other excitement.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

Hawera Mayor Ross Dunlop were special 
events, along with the welcome to our 
special guests Nick and Annette Mason 
to Ratana and the special tree planting in 
the grounds of the temple there. 

 All the rally routes were enjoyable 
but most people said the Whanganui 
River trip was really special. A treat for 
us was dining with Nick and Annette at a 
celebrity lunch held in the town square in 
Feilding and hosted by the local MP and 
cooked by celebrity chef Hester Guy. The 
music of Pink Floyd rang out across the 
town square as the cars arrived.

I really enjoyed entering the Pomeroy 
Trophy event at Manfield, and it was a 
spectacular and memorable day for many. 
The open day at the racecourse was a 
huge success, and we were fortunate that 
the rain held off until late afternoon. The 
President’s dinner was a great opportunity 
to thank sponsors and the committees 
who worked so hard, and honour a number 
of 50 year members, past Presidents and 
management members who attended. 

The evening parade around the city to 
thank Wanganui people was a wonderful 
event enjoyed by entrants and public alike. 
The rally finished with two dinner sittings 
and the closing ceremony held in between. 
The entertainment each night was first 
class and the catering at the rally village 
was excellent with good variety, inexpen-
sive meals and drinks.

Our major sponsors, Vero, the 
Wanganui District Council and Powerco 
Wanganui Trust have invested heavily in 
the financial success of this rally and we 
thank them and all the others who have 
supported this rally. To Bruce Hutton, Rally 
Director and his committees, we thank 
you for providing us with an unforgettable 
magical experience we will all remember 
for the rest of our lives. Special thanks 
to the people and business community of 
Wanganui, Feilding, Marton, Hunterville, 
Hawera, Ratana, and the Whanganui 
River for your warm welcome and support. 
To our celebrity guests Nick and Annette 
Mason, thanks for accepting our invita-
tion and participating in our rally. You 
were wonderful and generous guests and 
helped make this event a huge success. 
We know you enjoyed yourselves and hope 
you will return one day. Last, but not least, 
thanks to all who entered and enjoyed the 
rally. We look forward to 2016.

 John Coomber
National President4 Beaded Wheels



FEBRUARY
 18 Canterbury Boot Fair
 18 Gore Gore Festival Rally
 18 Nth Otago All British Day
 19 Bay of Plenty Motorcycles Only
 19 Rotorua Chairman’s Run
 19 Taupo Picnic Run
 19 West Coast Club Run to Constant Bay
 22 Rotorua Pukehina Beach Picnic
 21 Wellington Club Night
 24 Wellington Film Night
 24-27 Marlborough Tapawera trip
 25 Wellsford/Warkworth 

Swap Meet & Veteran Rally
 25 Wellington Gymkhana
 25 Canterbury Annual Motorcycle Rally
 25 Otago Vintage Venture
 26 Gisborne Ladies Run
 26 Manawatu Shannon Spectacular

Car Show
 26 Sth Otago Picnic Run

 MARCH  
 3 Manawatu Ruahine Ramble/50th 

Anniversary
 3 Marlborough WOF Afternoon
 3 Southland Veteran Rally
 3 Waikato Vintage Venture Rally
 4 Canterbury Rear Wheel Brake Rally
 4 Wairarapa Southward Museum Open 

Day
 9-11 Taupo Lake Taupo Rally
 10 Canterbury Annual Commercial Rally
 10 Wairarapa Rex Porter & Concourse
 11 Gore Frank Robson & Clearwater 

Capers Runs
 11 Horowhenua Ted Green M/C Rally
 11 Sth Cant Mystery Run
 14 Wellington Kapiti Coast Mid Week Run
 17 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Annual Gymnic
 17 Canterbury Moped Run

 17 Rotorua Club Picnic Run
 17-18 Far North Dargaville Campout
 17 West Coast Scenicland Rally
 17-18 Waikato Commercial Vehicle Weekend
 17-18 Wellington Club Captain’s Safari
 17-19 Bay of Plenty Last of the Summer Days Rally
 18 Auckland Annual Vintage Muster
 18 Banks Peninsula Ruapuna Speed Day
 18 Horowhenua Annual Swap Meet
 20 Wellington Club Night 
 21 Rotorua Karangahake Gorge Tour
 21 Manawatu AGM
 24-25 Canterbury Jim Toohey Motorcycle Rally
 24-26 Sth Otago Weekender 
 25 Banks Peninsula Day Run
 25 Bay of Plenty Hill Climb Event
 25 Gore Ladies Run
 25 Sth Cant Mid Island Rally
 31 Waikato Mooloo Meander Motorcycle 

Rally
 31 Rotorua Club Social
 31 Sth Cant Winchester Swap Meet

 APRIL  
 1 North Otago Ngapara Hill Climb
 4 Rotorua Mangakino Lake Trip
 6-9 Bay of Plenty 50th Tauranga Jazz Festival 

participation
 6-9 Ashburton Ashburton Easter Rally
 7-8 Waikato Easter Event
 14 Canterbury Annual P Section Rally
 14 Far North Brian Parker Rally
 14-15 Waitemata Roycroft Trophy Hampton 

Downs
 14-15 Canterbury Autumn Two Day Run
 14 Gore Swap Meet
 14/15 Wanganui Autumn Motor Cycle Trial
 15 Rotorua Club Run
 15 Taupo Foundation for the Blind run
 15 Wairarapa Club Captain’s Run
 17 West Coast Black Powder Shoot
 18 North Shore Northern Raid Rally

 20-22 Taranaki Maunga Moana
 21 Banks Peninsula Hadstock Driving Tests
 21 North Otago Gerald Lynch-Blosse Memorial 

M/C Rally
 21/22 Canterbury Autumn Run
 22 Bay of Plenty Ray Singleton Run
 22 Sth Cant All American Day
 28 Banks Peninsula Levels Speed Day
 28 Canterbury Scooter Run
 29 Northland Combined Clubs Swap meet

 MAY  
 5 Ashburton Swap Meet
 5-6 Wairarapa Motorcycle Reliability Run
 6 Manawatu PVV/PWV/P60 Rally
 9 Taupo AGM
 11 Banks Peninsula AGM
 12 Rotorua Prizegiving Social Event
 12 Canterbury Rural Run
 13 Rotorua Club Run
 13 Far North Mother’s Day
 13 Sth Cant PV/PWV/P60 Rally
 16 Rotorua Te Pahu Car Museum
 19 Gore Night Trial
 19 Southland PW/P6s Rally
 19 Northland Motorcycle rally
 20 Taupo Navigator’s Trophy
 20 Waikato Rally Training Run

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events 

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy 
of the dates published in this column we advise readers to 
confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC National Events
2013
National Veteran Rally Southland 1 - 3 Feb
National Motorcycle Rally Northland 18 - 22 Feb
South Island Easter Rally Sth Canty  29 March - 1 April
North Island Easter Rally Wairarapa 29 March - 1 April
National Commercial Rally Gisborne Labour Weekend

Total     engine overhauls
Contact

Phone
Fax

Mobile

EmailShirley
MOTORS
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VCCNZ Inc
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273 

email admin@vcc.org.nz 
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns
National Office Manager

John Chynoweth
South Island Club Captain

captain’s log

I was pleased when I received a letter 
from Barrie Grant of Hamilton. He 
brought to my attention a situation he 
had encountered while travelling between 
Hamilton and Cambridge on SH1. While 
I don’t want to talk about his situation in 
particular, he raises the issue of Diagonal 
shoulder markings. The NZTA website 
states that “Diagonal shoulder markings 
are used to indicate clearly the shoulder 
zone and to encourage traffic to use the 
traffic lanes”. It also states that “Diagonal 
shoulder markings should be provided 
where it is undesirable for traffic to use 
a wide sealed shoulder as an extra traffic 
lane”. Rural roads with a shoulder greater 
than 2.5m should be marked as such and 
1.5m for urban roads.

The wider topic that Barrie has raised 
is that it is now over 40 years since most of 
us got our driving licenses and roads and 
road markings have changed considerably 
in this time. It is up to us as individuals 
to make sure that we are fully conversant 
with today’s Road Code and if necessary 
take a refresher course. A good topic for 
a branch night may be the changing road 
rules, which sometimes get little attention 
from the media. 

As I write this it is the summer holiday 
period and the Police are targeting the 
slower driver. By the time you read this, 
Rally 2012 will be over and with nearly 
700 vehicles converging on Wanganui I 
can only hope that things have gone well 
on the roads.

By the time you receive this magazine, 
the VCC Rally 2012 will have been 
completed and we will be only days away 
from the 1st Anniversary of the 2011 
February Earthquake which so devastated 
Christchurch. Considering the disrup-
tions that followed this earthquake, I am 
proud of the way the National Office 
and Beaded Wheels office, staff and volun-
teers managed to continue with their 
obligations to members, subscribers and 
advertisers and complete all tasks required.

The Club has decided that we will no 
longer accept New Zealand Post Money 
Orders for payment of subscriptions. These 
can only be deposited at NZ Post and to 
undertake this task now takes us over an 
hour. They are used by an extremely small 
number of members and subscribers, and I 
trust this will cause no difficulties.

Whilst the Club would encourage 
all existing members and subscribers 
to pay direct to our bank (internet, or 
by going into an ASB Branch), we also 
accept cheques and credit cards (Visa/
Mastercard). The fees now charged to the 
Club for credit card payments prompted 
a decision to start charging the 2.25% 
commission on top of all payments made 
in this form from October 2011.
Important: any payment direct in to 
the Club’s bank account must show your 
subscription number as stipulated on your 
Annual Subscription form.

Subscription Time Again!
The annual subscription for VCC 

Membership has been forwarded to all 
current financial members. To receive 
the discount of $11.50, payment must 
be received by the National Office no 
later than 20 March 2012. If you don’t 
receive yours then please let your Branch 
Secretary know before the end of February 
so they can advise the National Office. 
Members who have not paid by 1 April 
2012 will show as unfinancial.

2012 Membership cards will be posted 
in early April 2012.

Don’t forget to let National Office 
know if you have changed your address or 

sold/purchased any vehicles.
The Option is given for payment direct 

into the Club’s bank account. Please 
remember, you must put your membership 
number as the reference for the payment.

Historic Race Licence 
All members who hold a VCC Historic 

Race Licence are responsible for making 
sure that this has not expired. If you wish 
to renew your Licence, please forward 
$23.00 prior to the expiration date, along 
with your VCC HRL number or old HRL 
card, and it will be updated.

Executive Meeting
The next Executive Meeting will be 

held on 24 March in Christchurch. Should 
you have any item to be discussed by 
the Executive, please advise your Branch 
Chairman or Delegate.

Wishing to transfer your member-
ship to another branch?

Please remember that the relevant 
forms must be completed. These can be 
obtained through your branch secretary. 
Branch levies do vary between branches so 
the fee may vary from the annual subscrip-
tion notice forwarded in February if you 
transfer after this time. 

Please advise National Office of any 
changes of address or sales/purchases of 
vehicles

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local 
branch contact details, or contact your local branch directly for application forms and details. See 
page 2.

C L A S S I C

TYRES
FREE

CATALOG

20 MINUTES FROM

LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA

2850 Temple, Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

562-595-6721 • Fax 562-595-0381

www.lucasclassictires.com

We ship

anywhere!

BEST

PRICES!

200 Sizes

12 Brands

Paul Gieseler 
Sadly, Paul Gieseler died recently. 

Paul, a Canterbury Branch member, was 
a long serving member of the Beaded 
Wheels Committee for 31 years from 1971 
to 2002. Our condolences go out to his 
family and friends.

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels
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The Golden Rule
I have recently returned my PV car to 

the road after an extensive rebuild thus 
started rallying again.

To my consternation I find that the 
golden rule of pull over where possible and 
let faster traffic past may apply on the road 
but it seems not to apply on rallies.

I found this to be the case on the 
first South Otago event when three cars 
with an obvious faster untimed section, 
followed two slower English cars for some 
11 miles on a gravel section with several 
pull over places. Secondly on the Windsor 
when some 14 cars followed a slow one for 
seven miles as the slower ones would not 
pull over.

Along with this on our local Taieri 
Tour the timed section travelled through 
Dunedin with 32 sets of traffic lights and 
five pedestrian crossings to negotiate.

As I am about to leave for the Vero 
Rally at Wanganui I can only hope that 
these scenarios do not occur there also.

Please drivers take this criticism on 
board and obey the golden rule, both on 
the open highway and the rally scene.

Stuart Neill

Impressions of the 2012 Rally Open 
Day

2012 Rally Open Day – Good, but 
could have been better.
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mailbag
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or refuse 
publication of any item  submitted as comment. The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the 
publishers. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

mailbag

As we followed the signs to the Rally 
Open Day in Wanganui on 22 January, 
we were surprised by the number of cars, 
moderns and classics alike, parked on 
the roadside, grass berms and business 
forecourts all around the Racecourse, 
which suggested either that non-registrant 
vehicles were not admitted to the venue, or 
that the venue was already full.  The fact 
that we were either waved on or ignored by 
the marshals and Maori Wardens on the 
streets reinforced this assumption.

Unfortunately, the signage didn’t help 
in this regard: “VCC Rally Entry” could 
have been taken to mean that entry past 
the signs was for registrants only, which 
was how we read it.

After a slow crawl in almost a full loop 
round the Racecourse we parked our Rolls-
Royce on the roadside a couple of blocks 
away, where a resident from across the 
street very kindly offered to move his own 
car so we could park on his driveway for the 
duration, which was gratefully accepted.

Back at the Racecourse we paid our 
money and entered from the back of the 
parking area, and discovered that we could 
have parked on the field after all.  We 
assumed that the impressive array of cars 
lined up at one side was “it” – and a 
great selection it was too, offering me the 
opportunity to spend a good amount of 
time goggling at them all, though the 
kids’ patience wore out long before mine 
was ever going to.  It was only later that 
we found there were more activities (e.g. 
the “pontoon-building” exercise in one 
corner of the field), as well as more things 
to be seen in the grandstand building, 
the Meccano displays being of particular 
interest to the children.  This in turn 

led to the chance discovery of the static 
displays of Veteran vehicles in front of 
the grandstand, and other attractions 
such as the traction engine. It appeared 
that announcer Peter Fry hadn’t been 
given details of the static displays either, 
as I heard someone ask him where the 
American LaFrance car was, which he 
regretted he couldn’t help with.

For an event that charged $10 a head for 
entry, too much was left to chance.  This 
casual approach was not calculated to 
create a good impression, particularly 
where an international audience was 
concerned.  The experience could have 
been made so much better even with just a 
photocopied sheet of paper handed out at 
the gate to say what was happening, where 
and when.

Martin and Rita Purdy

Oh Dear Jeremy
On reading The Sun Times last week 

I read the motoring column by Jeremy 
Clarkson and was astounded to read that 
Louie Chevrolet had used a stylised Swiss 
Cross as an emblem and also he had started 
General Motors. I don’t know where the 
Swiss Cross idea came from but it is a lot 
of rot. Over the past 55 years I have read 
dozens of books on General Motors that as 
we all know, except Clarkson, was started 
by Billy Durant in 1908. This is not the 
first time this misconception has appeared 
and should be wiped from wherever it 
originated. The truth is Billy Durant saw 
it on wallpaper in a hotel where he was 
staying and cut a piece out from inside the 
wardrobe. He put it aside as he thought it 
would make a great emblem and today it is 
one of the most recognised symbols in the 

CAST IRON
WELDING

Powder Spray Process,
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world. His wife said in later years he got it 
from a newspaper masthead but whichever 
version is true it had not a jot to do with a 
Swiss Cross. Louie never claimed anything 
to do with it over many years till he died 
in poverty around 1930. If he had designed 
it he would have claimed the rights and 
at one dollar a car he would have made 
millions. Another misconception over the 
years I have tried to put right is that 
the first Chrysler cars appeared at the 
1923 New York Motor Show. This too is 
wrong. They were not allowed to go in 
the show as they were not in production 
and were classed as experimental models 
and were barred. Walter Chrysler had a 
brain wave and hired the large lobby of 
the Commodore Hotel nearby where a lot 
of the bankers were staying and it was here 
sitting in the back of one car he arranged 
the $5 million he needed to put them 
into production. While it is true Chrysler 
had a stand at the show, he displayed the 
last of the Chalmers and Maxwell cars. A 
good read is the book by Chrysler on his 
life The Life Of An American Workman. 
Also 70 Years of Chrysler by George H. 
Dammann that has pictures of the cars in 
the hotel lobby.

Mel R Tapp 

mailbag

The Willys Overland Knight Registry is the 

world’s best source of literature on Sleeve 

Valve engines and the vehicles manufactured 

by the Willys organisation – Willys Knight, 

Whippet, Overland and Willys to name a few.

To join the New Zealand Chapter or the 

American organisation contact:

Tony Lane 15 Willowpark Drive, RD 11, 
Masterton 5871

Phone 06 377 3064 
Email wandmlane@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND CHAPTER

Vintage Car Club of NZ (inc.) members
Membership renewals have been 

posted. Payment for these are due 
by 20 March to receive the discount. 

To avoid becoming an unfinancial 
member, payments must be received 

by the 31 March 2012

In a 1952 article marking its 21st year, 
reporter Richard French asked of the record 
breaking Austin 7 Duck: “What’ll she do?

Ted (Curtis) withdrew his head from 
the doings. “About 85 in standard form; 105 
tuned for long distance racing and up to 116 
for sprints.”

It has been confirmed that this car, 
now owned by Grant Cowie in Australia, 

will be brought back to New Zealand for 
competition and demonstration at The 
Roycroft Trophy event, Hampton Downs, 
14 and 15 April 2012.

The Roycroft Trophy, now in its second 
year is organised by the Waitemata Branch 
VCCNZ and Hampton Downs. Further 
information and entry forms may be found 
on their websites.

STOP PRESS

Duck to cross Tasman
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Words and photos 
Grant Hitchings

the way we were

The Humber Hawk
1958 was special. Romance was in the 

air and the sister and brother-in-law of 
my girlfriend had just taken possession 
of a near-new Humber Hawk, their first 
vehicle. He was fastidious and spent much 
time going over it checking its mechani-
cals and applying liberal coatings of 
anti-rust paint everywhere. Although my 
knowledge of vehicles at that time was 
limited, I am now able to appreciate that 
the Humber Hawk was entirely suitable for 
the Brehaut family. It was obviously robust, 
had room for six on its bench seats, was 
reliable and could tow with ease a trailer 
loaded with all their camping equipment 
to the beach at Christmas. It still provides 
fond memories.

Over the years when attending rallies I 
have been disappointed that I have never 
seen one of these models participating so 
you can perhaps understand my excite-
ment when on the Hamilton Branch PV 
Rally last October I was able to admire 
a pristine example of the marque. It was 
coloured a rich burgundy with sparkling 
chrome and suitably adorned with flags 
supporting the Rugby World Cup. Proudly 
alongside and equally resplendent was its 
owner Bruce Murcott who at 90 years of 
age would have to be one of the Club’s 
oldest active drivers. An informative 
discussion with him was inevitable – and 
enjoyed.

It seems in 1994 he found the car on a 
friend’s property and although waist high 

in grass he recognised it as a Humber 
Hawk similar to one he had had in the 
1950s. Although its main components had 
been removed and body parts rusted, Bruce 
felt it was worth salvaging for a restoration 
project.

Unfortunately Bruce hadn’t forewarned 
his wife Margaret of his purchase and 
the pair (Bruce and Humber Hawk) 
when reaching home received a far from 
rapturous welcome. However a day later 
on 19 July 1994 he commenced work on its 
rebuild. This involved stripping the car of 
every part, including removing all nuts and 
bolts, and sandblasting and painting the 
bodywork. A whole sheet of panel steel was 
needed to replace rusted components. The 
running gear too was upgraded but surpris-
ingly the chromed fittings were found to be 
generally in good condition.

Bruce said that once Margaret had 
calmed she suggested he keep a log book 
and record his costs and time spent on 

the project. On its completion, on 31 
December 1995, a total of 1,741 hours had 
been spent on the Hawk rebuild.

The first official Rally for the car 
was the VCC 50th Anniversary Rally 
in Christchurch in 1996 and since then, 
according to Bruce’s log book, it has 
travelled 37,000 miles in runs mainly in 
the North Island. The highlight of the 
Hawk’s life for Bruce was last year when, 
smartly dressed as chauffeur, he drove 
it with granddaughter Gemma to her 
wedding in Auckland.

Another special occasion was when it 
was parked at the Southward Museum. 
Len Southward noticed it and after 
commenting on its rarity made Bruce a 
very generous offer hoping to use it to 
complete the Rootes Group exhibition. 
Bruce declined but added that if neither 
of his sons wanted the car when he was no 
longer able to use it he would then give it 
to the museum. 

Jillian Hayton of Waikato Branch who 
has driven the car commented that it is 
a delight to drive and handles beautifully 
with fuel use at about 28 mpg. The 4 
cylinder, side-valve engine has 2.27 litre 
capacity. The car is a 1951 model.

During my chat with Bruce I enquired 
why these days the Humber Hawk seems 
so rare. He said he thought it was because 
the vehicle engine had much torque and a 
very low ratio bottom gear. The farming 
community realised this and because 
tractors were not plentiful in the 1950s 
they bought up the cars and used them 
for a lot of their farm work dumping them 
when worn out.

Bruce and his baby.

The wrecking crew.
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historical snippets 
of motoring interest 
from years gone by
Graeme Rice

timelines

100 YEARS AGO 

1912 Wellington’s Evening Post motoring columnist 
“Autos” wrote: Masterton’s A&P Show proved Motor 
Cars were “taking possession of the world.” He’d counted 
80 cars and over 20 makes. Amongst them, Ford, 
Cadillac, Brown, Vulcan, Lorraine-Dietrich, de Dion, 
Napier, Paige, B.S.A., S.C.A.T., Star, Crossley, Humber, 
F.N., Daimler, Austin, Hupmobile, Overland, Clement-
Talbot, Wolseley, Renault and Darracq. With about 
10,000 people at the show he claimed there was one car 
for every 120 people!

75 YEARS AGO

1937 – Chevrolet’s 25th anniversary year ended with 
1,008,292 sales. That equalled “two new Chevrolets a 
minute sold night and day through 1936.” Customers 
liked the crash proof all steel “Turret top” Fisher 
bodywork, the perfected hydraulic brakes and the new 
“Speedline” styling. Prices started at £268 for the Master 
Coach with conventional front suspension. “Knee 
action” suspension took the price of the Master De Luxe 
Sport Coupe to £318 and the Master Sports Sedan to 
£328.

50 YEARS AGO

1962 – Autocar declared the £693 Riley Elf ideally suited 
as an executive’s (or his wife’s) Mini. Admitting the 
Riley lacked sporting goodies like a second carburettor, 
the Mini-Cooper remote change, larger engine and 
tachometer, they liked the wood dashboard, the boot, 
the silence. Extra padding added 1cwt which meant 
slower acceleration and a lower top speed than stock 
Minis. What they liked was these “added refinements” 
were backed by the Riley name. 

30 YEARS AGO

1982 – Three cars hit the headlines. Isuzu’s dramatic 
Piazza, oozing digital instruments and “electric every-
thing.” At $27,000 it faced stiff competition from the 
Poms and mid range Europeans. Second was the Maserati 
Biturbo. Described as “a compact, 2 litre, V6, four seater 
coupe with a pair of Japanese turbos giving it a 213km/h 
top speed. Last, Christchurch accountant David Dixon’s 
kitset 1.6 litre JSA or Dixon was a comfortable version of 
a Lotus 7. As one of only two convertibles on the New 
Zealand market it seemed sure to succeed.

 The Owner - Bruce Murcott
Born in 1921, Bruce was raised 

in Mangapehi, 26 miles south of Te 
Kuiti. After a year at Te Kuiti High 
School he worked on the family 
farm before heading to Auckland 
in 1936 working briefly for Booth 
Macdonald Co. before starting 
a career with the railways and 
attending an engineering class at 
Seddon Memorial College.

With war clouds gathering in 
Europe, Bruce tried unsuccess-
fully to enlist with the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force. (He found out 
later the railways had him desig-
nated as in a reserved occupation). 
When war finally broke out (and 
now ‘unreserved’) he enlisted in the 
army joining the 24th Battalion, 
and after training, sailed aboard the 
Empress of Japan disembarking at 
Suez before heading to the main 
New Zealand training camp at 
Maadi in Egypt. 

In 1941 he sailed from 
Alexandria disembarking at Piraeus 
in Greece where his war suddenly 
became very real with the arrival of 
enemy dive-bombers overhead. He 
survived the campaign with only 
hearing loss, and with the sound of 
German panzers in the background 
joined a hurried evacuation from 
a beach at the southern tip of 
the Peloponese Peninsula on the 
Greek mainland. After a brief stop 
at Crete he was delivered back to 
Alexandria on HMS Ajax.

Back in North Africa he was 
involved in the fighting, being 
wounded at Sidi Rezegh and 

missing the breakout at El Alamein. 
His next contribution to the war 
effort was as a Provost (Military 
Policeman) at the Maadi camp. 
After furlough in New Zealand he 
rejoined his battalion as a despatch 
rider for the remainder of the war.

Life after the war for Bruce 
carried on as eventfully as before. 
He started with a milk-run then 
worked as a bus driver. In partner-
ship with two brothers he then 
ran a garage in Hamilton, Bruce 
specialising in operating the towing 
and salvage arm of the business. 
When the garage was taken over 
he carried on as an independent 
breakdown operator. Before retire-
ment he worked making steel 
garage doors.

Bruce joined the Club in 1992, 
the younger of his two sons is also 
a member owning a 1928 Dodge car 
restored by his father. Bruce also 
owns a 1952 Morris Minor, the last 
of the sidevalve models. 

 Margaret, Bruce’s wife died six 
years ago. Needing a navigator then 
and someone to share the driving, 
he offered the task to Trish, the 
wife of a friend who he knew was 
interested in the old car scene. 
Trish (30+ years his junior) was 
more than agreeable to help Bruce 
but her husband would only give his 
approval if the 84 year old would 
guarantee “He was bloody well past 
it!” The partnership has worked 
well over the years and he and Trish 
look forward to much more old-car 
motoring in the future. BW

Corporal Murcott

thewaywewere
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Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue and we are now actively seeking more 
contributions. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue 
will win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or completed on a 
computer (any common word-processing programme is okay) and 
they can be posted to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
or email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a 
minimum four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee
Phone home 03 385 9821 (leave your name/number if engaged) 
email kevin@vcc.org.nz

The lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are James 
Gray and Mary Lloyd. Congratulations and thanks for your contribution. 

WIN
a limited edition 

Beaded Wheels 
cap!

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair ShopOne Stop Vintage Repair One Stop Vintage Repair One Stop Vintage Repair 
LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEEDAA

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...

We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITE METALLING 

of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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I was fortunate that Diane Quarrie 
was the Management Committee 
appointee who agreed to chair the 

main organising committee for me. Diane 
had been a great supporter of Art Deco 
activities in Hawke’s Bay and shared my 
ideas, as well as adding many others (as 
did all the other members of the commit-
tees). Geoff Quarrie agreed to plan and 
look after the village concept for meals, 
entertainment and leisure activities. 
Gavin Harris assisted with all the archi-
tectural plans for all the venues as well as 
the collation of the Rally entrant’s Pack. I 
believe that there has never been such a 
comprehensive entrants’ pack on a major 
rally before. This even included special 
rally backpacks for all the children regis-
tered as a passenger on the rally. Clive 

Whitham came on board as the secretary 
with Neil Farrer as the treasurer, Andrew 
Heffey route controller, and Winton Cleal 
and Ruth Findlay producing the rally 
magazine Wobbly Wheel. Ed Boyd looked 
after publicity with his wife Hinemoa, who 
produced all our personalised entrants 
rally instruction books. Ian Chamberlain 
was the open day convenor and Clive 
Taylor looked after the Monte Carlo 
Routes. Although having an overview of 
where the rally was going I also took on 
the responsibility of organising the desti-
nation points, Motua gardens, Opening 
and Closing ceremonies, Presidents dinner, 
dealing with Iwi and media and in general 
a host of other sponsor activities. The 
whole team worked well and produced 
a great result. Once those appointments 

Words Bruce Hutton, QSM FPSNZ Photos Mark Brimblecombe

VCC Rally 2012 
Proudly Sponsored by Vero Consumer Insurance Specialists

My final thoughts as Rally Director:

When I was selected as the Rally 

Director for the VCC Rally 2012 I 

had no real idea of what a journey 

it would prove to be. I had the 

vision of what I wanted and ideas 

of how the rally could evolve and 

be successful, however I needed 

to select the people that I thought 

could make it all happen. 

NŌ MURI PŪKENGA KŌ MUA PŪAWAI˝
(From yesterday's resources burgeon tomorrow's future)

Monday 16 January - 
Friday 27 January 2012

Chris Rhodes and navigator Don Dennis,  193Barry and Tina Mouritz, 1961 Peugeot. Gavin Harris making final adjustments to one of the Model 
Ts for the Open Day Model T Assembly Race.
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were confirmed, the committee members 
then organised other club people to assist 
with planning their respective sections to 
make the Rally work.

Even though I had an idea of the 
potential of the rally for participants I did 
not fully appreciate what this event could 
do for the benefit of the Wanganui Branch 
of the Vintage Car Club or residents of 
Wanganui District and surrounding areas. 

The event was given to Wanganui on 
the promise of a $100,000 grant from the 
then Wanganui District council. At times 
over the last six years it has been difficult 
to build and keep alive the expectations I 
had promised and felt I could deliver as part 
of my contract with the Vintage Car Club.

The world economic situation slowed 
the ability to travel for many in the inter-

national motoring community so there 
was only about half the number of people 
that we could normally expect to come to 
New Zealand from overseas.

The earthquakes in Christchurch have 
totally disrupted the lives of the people 
from the Canterbury region. The branches 
in this region hold nearly a quarter of 
our membership and traditionally have 
strongly supported the VCC rallies in the 
past. Less than half the registrations that 
might have been expected came from 
the South Island. Further, many of the 
older age group that have enjoyed partici-
pating in VCC rallies have been exposed 
to losses from the recent collapses in the 
New Zealand financial markets and have 
had to review their participation in major 
events such as the VCC rally.

Once we arrived in Wanganui we then 
encountered inclement weather which 
meant that we were not able to construct 
and arrange the rally village the way it was 
designed. Then, when the sun appeared 
we encountered unseasonal winds which 
resulted in many of our open car entrants 
being severely wind burnt, Rally Village 
tents being blown down and the outside 
areas being not great places to sit for a few 
social drinks. We were able to obtain with 
great difficulty six shipping containers 
which meant that a wall was able to be 
built to stop the wind howling through 
the venue and sheltered the tents.

Our six rally destinations, Whanganui 
River, Hawera, Ratana, Marton, 
Hunterville and Feilding all worked 
well at showcasing their respective areas 

VCC rally 2012

Tom and Craig Clouston, 1908 Holsman.

Aerial view of the open day.nnis,  1931 Studebaker.

Kevin Lord and Marlene McGinty, 
1951 Jowett Jupiter
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much to the delight of both locals and 
rally entrants. With the rally entrants 
being able to elect to be competitive or 
non-competitive, the arrival patterns at 
the destinations meant that on some days 
not all the entrants went to those desti-
nations. In all those that did attend each 
of the destinations did appear to enjoy 
themselves.

Nick Mason, the drummer from Pink 
Floyd and his wife, Annette Mason proved 
to be great ambassadors for the motoring 
movement here and overseas. They were 
very receptive to both entrants and 
members of the public who were fortunate 
enough to encounter them on their visits 
round the area. There was always time to 
stop, talk, listen and of course sign those 
sought after autographs.

A highlight that does come to mind 
was the DJ from a local radio station who 
spoke with Nick and Annette on their 
arrival into Wanganui and then when 
he himself was questioned as to who he 
had just interviewed, had no idea. Much 
to the mirth of the others present and to 
his embarrassment, he then realised that 
he had had the opportunity for the scoop 
interview without realising it. He did 
admit his blunder on his radio show the 
next day. The Masons have proved to be 
great ambassadors for the rally, for helping 
us promote the Vintage Car Club while in 
Wanganui and to the rest of New Zealand.

Many of our entrants had little 
knowledge of the Wanganui area prior to 
their arrival and were delighted with their 
experience of the city and the regions. 
The use of the Maori Wardens to assist us 
with vehicle parking, traffic movements 
around the village complex has profiled 

their ability to be great ambassadors 
for the Wanganui area and among the 
motoring groups in general.

The community was slow to become 
involved, as was the case in all the 
previous large rallies, but by the open 
day the people were really reacting to the 
presence of so many cars in Wanganui. 

The attendance at Manfield for the 
Pomeroy Trophy Event had a better than 
expected gate and the resulting prize 
giving dinner with the lounge chair 
interview with Nick Mason proved to be 
a highlight on the rally for all those who 
attended.

The open day came around and 
with wet weather being forecast for the 
afternoon we were delighted that 30,000 
people came and saw the event without 
incident. It was fortunate that the weather 
broke only at about 3.30pm and, to the 
relief of the food vendors who were nearly 
out of food, the crowd soon left. The local 
newspaper stated that the last time any 
event attracted as many people into one 
place in Wanganui was when Peter Snell 
ran the first sub four minute mile in 1962.

A new idea was the President’s Dinner 
where all the rally committees gathered 
and were given certificates of appreciation 
by President John Coomber. This meant 
that on the final night there were only a 
few speeches and then the presentation of 
the trophies with the evening concluding 
in great form with the Irish band, the 
Shenanigans.

Without doubt the organising commit-
tees, the people of Wanganui and the 
many different sponsors who supported 
the rally have really brought into the 

public eye this great event through talk, 
printed word and the world of television.

The people of Wanganui and 
surrounding areas supported this rally 
and in turn have endorsed the faith that 
the Wanganui District Council had in 
sponsoring this International Vintage car 
event in Wanganui.

With the many problems that arose 
behind the scenes, the team that put 
this rally together made sure that the 
entrants’ activities during the rally were 
not compromised in any way. As Rally 
Director, I cannot adequately express the 
extent of the pride and professionalism the 
combined rally committees brought to this 
VCC Rally 2012 to achieve the result that 
was obtained. 

At the time of writing it appears that 
the rally has come in on budget but this 
will only be confirmed once all accounts 
have been finalised, and ground and minor 
building repair work has been carried out 
and signed off by the Wanganui District 
council.

For all those who did not attend I 
believe that you missed a once in a life 
time experience, one that may not be seen 
in this format again.

My appreciation goes to the many 
people who stopped and thanked the 
various committee members for all their 
efforts. For me the final summary was 
saying farewell to Nick and Annette 
Mason at the Wanganui airport at 6.30 on 
the Friday morning. Annette was the last 
to leave to go out to the plane and after 
saying farewell went though the first glass 
doors, stopped, turned, flung her arm in 
the air and said “We had a great time”.

VCC rally 2012

Rally Director Bruce Hutton QSM, FPSNZ greets entrants at the 
Welcome to Wanganui outside Moutoa Gardens

Geoff and Dianne Quarrie and Adrienne Handley enjoying a night at the proms.
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VCC rally 2012

What a Trip
Words Jan Surline, 
photos Jan Surline, Mark Brimblecombe

Jake and I have been involved with the 
Vintage Car Club (VCC) of Canada, 
Kamloops, B.C. Chapter for over 30 
years. However, our love of cars started 
long before that! Jake owned three 
Morris Minor convertibles while in 
high school, complete with cardboard 
windows flapping in the breeze. He 
graduated on to an MG A, MG B, dune 
buggy (that we raced), Lotus Elan, Fiat 
124 Spider and a 2-wheel drive Willys 
jeep (powered by a 300hp Chevy and 
if you gunned it the front tyres lifted off 
the ground plus we built a wooden cab 
for it!). We then fell for Volkswagens 
and owned a few convertibles! Then 
true love at last, he met Corvairs...don’t 
even think to mention Ralph Nader’s 
name to him, then on to a BMW which 
we sold to buy our first home; a VW 
Thing Type 181 was great fun. And 
then ... tadah ... the Vintage car bug 
bit! Our next door neighbour was a 
member of the VCC and introduced 
Jake to Leaping Lena ... a 1940 Master 
85 4 door Chevrolet, which we 
bought.. We have owned numerous 
Corvair coupes and convertibles (our 
yard is still full of them and VWs!) From 
that time on we have driven the 1940 
Chev on numerous VCC events, putting 
over 30,800km on Leaping Lena.

Our first true initiation as a family 
to the VCC was their potluck 
Christmas party in 1979, where 

we all enjoyed ourselves and I was asked 
to join their CanCan line-up for the 
1980 annual May Tour which that year 
would be in Kamloops. From then on we 
became very involved with the club (as 
well as twice weekly a professional dance 
instructor tried to teach 8 gals how to 
do the CanCan, we all felt sorry for him 
even if he did make our joints ache! ) All 
of our hard work paid off and we DID IT 
and it was a big hit! Children had arrived 
and they too wore Vintage costumes and 
thoroughly enjoyed all of the many Club 
activities – VCC camping trips/tours 
throughout British Columbia, Alberta 
and Washington. Picnics, meetings and 
especially the camaraderie of the Club. 
We enjoyed many Hard Times Dances in 
February held at an old rural hall ...with 
only an outhouse or, as you call it, a long 
drop, which added to the authenticity 
of the event. The homemade pot luck 
dishes were always wonderful, the whole 
family danced and skits were hilarious. 
Throughout the summer we go on weekly 
Cruise Nights – summer picnics and a 
surprise tour. Swap meets in BC and the 
USA are great excuses for a trip in our 
old cars too. Then we have the Easter 

Parade where we all polish up our cars, 
put on our Vintage outfit that matches 
the year of our car and parade throughout 
Kamloops. We now have over 100 Vintage 
cars in that annual event travelling here 
from throughout BC. On the May long 
weekend we travel throughout BC to enjoy 
activities put on by a host Vintage Car 
Club. Kamloops has a great reputation as 
a host club (we host it about every eight 
years) and we have about 200 Vintage cars 
arriving from Canada and the USA. Our 
next tour here in Kamloops is in 2013 so 
come and join us. As I am a co-coordi-
nator, I will be taking lots of notes while 
enjoying your incomparable Rally in 
New Zealand, however minute ours is in 
comparison to yours.

Jake and I are very excited that we will 
be participating in your amazing Rally. 
I have to be very honest, however, as we 
are also going to Dunedin to visit our son 
Oliver, daughter-in-law Sophia and meet 
our new grandson Jackson, go to Oliver’s 
university graduation and, as a mother, I 
just want to hug my son after almost three 
years. It really isn’t a toss up which gives us 
goosebumps of anticipation, but meeting 
all of you that have been so thoughtful to 
us, plus exploring more of New Zealand 
with you is right up there! Much thanks 
goes to Winton Cleal for all of his assis-

The Vintage experiences of two Canadians and their kids!

Jan and Jake Surline with Neil Farrer
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tance with our many questions as well 
as finding us a car to use while touring...
thanks also, to Neil Farrer for lending us 
his 1971 Hillman Hunter.

We are very fortunate that eight others 
from our Kamloops Vintage Car Club will 
also be attending your event, so look out 
Wanganui...Kamloops is on its’ way!

The Surlines’ Adventures in 
New Zealand 

Continued by Ruth Findlay

Jan and Jake filled in their rally entry 
form in May 2011 as Entrant No 144 and 
booked in to stay at the Grand Hotel 
in Wanganui. They decided to come to 
the Rally as their closest friends had been 
before and had raved about the Vero 2006 
Rally in Invercargill. They left their home 
on 15 November 2011, arriving Friday 
17, and will depart New Zealand on 15 
February 2012. 

After spending time with their family 
in Dunedin, they drove to Wanaka for a 
few days and also stayed at Little Wanganui 
near Karamea, where they experienced 
gorgeous weather. Then it was on to Picton 
and across Cook Strait to the North Island, 
finally arriving in Wanganui on Monday 16 
where they picked up the Hillman Hunter 

from Neil.
Jan and Jake went out on all rally 

days except one and just loved seeing all 
the small towns around the Wanganui 
area, where the local people were very 
welcoming. First they went to Marton, then 
to Hawera and saw the Tarawhiti museum, 
which was just outstanding. There were 
signs up on the main street in Hawera 
showing the rally entrants where to go 
and they parked the VCC cars along the 
edge of the street and into a park. The 
tour up the Whanganui River stopping 
and talking to the Maori people was really 
meaningful for Jan. They went to Jerusalem 
and she said the whole experience was 
very moving. One of the things that really 
amazed Jake was all the beautifully restored 
cars that are driven on gravel roads here. 
He said that simply does not happen in 
Canada. They drive long distances there, 
and it is not a problem to drive four hours 
and further in a day. Jan drove the Hillman 
Hunter too and they are now both feeling 
comfortable about driving on the left hand 
side of the road.

What has impressed them most of all 
during their time here is the warmth of 
the New Zealand people. They felt that 
the organisation of the Rally was excep-
tional, the food was reasonably priced and 

the entertainment was outstanding. It was 
a pity that more people didn’t stay for 
the outside entertainment because they 
thought it was wonderful

Ten people from Kamloops BC attended 
the Rally and all but one couple stayed at 
the Grand Hotel. At home they all live 
within a few blocks of each other except for 
one couple who are a bit further out. One 
Canadian couple rented a motor home, and 
after the rally finished some were going to 
the Cook Islands and some to Australia. 
Some of the group have distant relatives 
here whom they hope to meet while in 
New Zealand.

When the Surlines leave Wanganui 
they have just over a week left of their trip 
and will visit Waitomo Caves to see the 
glow worms, and would like to go to the 
Bay of Islands but not sure if they can drive 
that far in the time they have left. They 
are travelling with Joy and Dick Parkes 
(Entrant 632) who drove a 1965 Riley Elf 
lent to them by Ed Boyd of Wanganui 
Branch.

Jan and Jake Surline were part of a contin-
gent of five entrants from Kamloops BC who 
attended VCC Rally 2012 in Wanganui. In 
all 45 Canadians came to Wanganui.

Canadians Jake and Jan Surline tackling the kiwi rally experience – shingle and dust galore.

Iain and Carole McClymont, 1953 Humber.Other Canadian visitors included: 
Catherine and Garry Russell

Dick and Joy Parkes, 1965 Riley.
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Preparing for the big one…
Words Colin Hey, photos Colin Hey

I’m writing this from the lounge on the ferry Aratere, now crossing from 

Wellington back to Picton. Our black Wolseley 6/90 is safe and secure in the 

hold, having provided us with a faultless trip to the VCC Rally 2012, through 

all the six rally routes, and to many of Wanganui’s local attractions. Our rally 

newsletter editors have asked me to recount my experiences of the past 

twelve months to provide an insight from a Vintage car enthusiast’s point of 

view in preparing for and coming to VCC Rally 2012. 

My wife Jenny and my 19-year-old 
son Matthew made up my crew, 
and the Rally has provided us all 

with a wonderful ten days with friends and 
fellow enthusiasts away from Christchurch. 
where the shaking didn’t stop. During the 
Rally the first question from fellow partici-
pants and locals was usually “Where are 
you from?” Then there is always the inevi-
table next question “Is your house OK?” It 
has been comforting to know that there 
is so much genuine concern from other 
members and from everyday people in the 
places we have visited.

To provide a bit of background to those 
who don’t know me, I am a Wolseley 
enthusiast, and have a small collection of 
them. I have been a member of the VCC 
Canterbury Branch for over 20 years. 

Our family is one of the luckier ones. 
Our own home is fine apart from minor 
cracking, losing the chimney, and a few 
minor breakages. We do have a property 
on the eastern side of town though, and 
everything there is written off. It sits right 
alongside the Avon River in Burwood, and 

is in the CERA-designated “red-zone”. It 
made it through the September 2010 earth-
quake with only minor damage, but the 
February 2011 earthquake threw the rod 
out of the block, and busted the gearbox 
and rear axle as well. But, we were lucky. 
Our family all survived, we’ve still got a 
sound house to live in, and jobs to go to. 
This is considerably more than so many 
people have got, including many members 
in the Canterbury and Banks Peninsula 
Branches of our Club.

Our Burwood property consists of a 
large house and a large garage and larger 
separate shed. The shed was where six of 
our cars were stored, and it also housed 
the Wolseley Car Club’s spare parts store. 
Luckily, our Vintage Wolseley Tourer and 
a 1936 25HP which had just been painted 
were at home and were undamaged.

When I finally did make it to the 
Burwood shed about four hours after the 
February earthquake I found that it had 
been completely flooded by muddy lique-
faction water at least 300mm deep. I waded 
up to one of the windows and took a quick 

look inside. My Wolseleys were up to the 
hubcaps in water. Fortunately it didn’t look 
quite deep enough to have got inside them, 
except maybe the Wolseley Hornet (Mini) 
that we own. I just knew that the inside of 
the spares shed wouldn’t look flash either. 

It took a week for all the water to 
drain away from the large shed, but it left 
behind about an inch of muddy silt that 
went right through everything sitting on 
or shaken down onto the floor. A mate of 
mine, Brian Hawkins (who is actually a 
hot-rodder from way-back), came up from 
Timaru especially to give me a hand to get 
our cars out of the shed and to get some of 
the worst of the mud and silt cleared away. 
I am indebted to him to this day, not only 
for his help, but for the moral encourage-
ment he provided right through the day.

Fortunately none of the cars had any 
water through the engines or transmissions. 
The worst problem was water getting into 

Inside the Wolseley Car Club spares store after 
the February 2011 earthquake. Those parts 
shaken onto the floor ended up sitting in 30cm of 
liquefaction silt and water.
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the brake drums, and in the case of the 
Hornet, the front wheel bearings, CVs and 
steering components. Our 6/99 got wet in 
the rear footwell, and an 18/85 I had at 
the time and the Hornet both had wet 
carpets. We got all of the cars started and 
out of the shed. I took the carpets out where 
required and got them dried. The 6/90 and 
two 1500s we have were in a slightly higher 
part of the shed, and the water only got as 
high as the bottom half of the brake drums. 
After we had all of the cars out of the shed, 
we finally plucked up the courage to open 
the Wolseley Car Club’s spares shed door. 
It wasn’t a pretty sight. Fortunately our 
members meticulous attention to placing 
items securely on shelves in proper parts-
bins and boxes had saved a huge amount 
of our precious new stock. All of the parts 
that were stored within about 12 inches of 
the floor (mainly second-hand), and some 
new parts, and a little bit of stock that 
was shaken out of the shelving, was badly 
damaged by the water and silt. 

Over the following months I worked 
through each of the cars one at a time, 
giving them a good wash, cleaning out the 
brake drums, checking all the hydraulics, 
greasing everything, and just checking for 
any other water damage. It was quite satis-
fying working away on each of them to the 
point where they were fully serviced and 
clean and back on the road.

I have now moved all of our cars out 
of the shed to another one on a block 
of land owned by my brother-in-law near 
Ashburton. Although inconvenient, this 
will suffice until a new one can be built 
elsewhere. The Wolseley Car Club have 
now found a new home for their parts 
and at the same time have established an 

impressive new base for the club using 
shipping containers and a large second-
hand truck body, just down the road from 
the VCC Canterbury base at McLeans 
Island. Fortunately the lost stock was 
insured, and some of it has already been 
replaced.

One good thing about having to do a 
major service on the 6/90 was that it was 
already virtually ready to go for Wanganui. 
It got an oil change and another good 
clean, and I also fitted an electric radiator 
fan the day before we left just as a back-up 
in case we got held up in any queues 
along the way. It was good being able to 
look forward to a real holiday, although I 
was still carrying a few nagging concerns 
around the on-going earthquakes, unsettled 
insurance claims, and other things that did 
need a bit of attention while we were away.

The Rally
This is the fifth International rally we 

have been to, and it was every bit as good 
as the others. The six rally routes and the 
finish destinations were all interesting and 
enjoyable, and provided every opportunity 
to explore the Wanganui region and its 
local attractions – really the ideal way to 
get to know a part of our country better. 
There were many highlights. We particu-
larly enjoyed the run up the Whanganui 
River to Jerusalem – very scenic, friendly 
locals, tasty food, and some good history 
to take in. Hawera was another great desti-
nation, and the Tawhiti Museum there 
was just fabulous. We struck the best 
day to visit Ratana – the day the politi-
cians were there. We saw both sides of 
Government welcomed onto the Marae, 
and chatted freely to the locals, media and 

even officials in the visiting parties. One 
of our group even took the opportunity 
to approach Prime Minister John Key and 
was able to shake his hand and chat to 
him informally for at least a minute. What 
other country in the world would it be 
possible to say hello personally and chat to 
the Prime Minister? It made me feel proud 
and privileged to live in New Zealand.

The public open day at the Racecourse 
was huge and enjoyable – a great opportu-
nity at last to see all of the other cars on 
the Rally, and to enjoy the local exhibits 
and stalls that joined us for the occasion. 
The track day at Manfield was more than 
worth the trip to Feilding, with some great 
machinery being used in anger and drivers 
and spectators alike enjoying every minute 
of it. And then there was the grand parade 
around the town, organised at short notice 
by the Rally Committee to say thanks to 
Wanganui for hosting us. What a huge 
crowd and happy occasion that turned out 
to be!

Last but not least was the entertain-
ment every night – with such a variety 
that everyone would have enjoyed most 
nights. Our favourite was the Wellington 
International Ukulele Orchestra – just 
brilliant! Even the final dinner worked so 
well, and the prize-giving and speeches 
were exactly the right length, said all the 
correct things, and thanked all the right 
people.

The Rally has been everything we could 
have hoped for, and we congratulate the 
Organising Committee and the hundreds 
of local volunteers for the effort they put 
in. We are already looking forward to the 
next one in Dunedin. We might even take 
our Veteran Wolseley to that one!

VCC rally 2012

Waiting at Wellington to board the ferry on the way home 
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TIME FOR  …

OPEN DAY
Rally Director Bruce Hutton tells 

me that the crowd that attended the 
Open Day was the largest assemblage 
of people in Wanganui at any time over 
the last 100 years. This was a huge 
event. The crowd started pouring in 
early in the morning and never slowed 
up until about 2.30 in the afternoon. 
There were many activities on display 
and it is quite conceivable that one 
would not have enough time to see 
everything. 

To see the 700 odd rally entrants 
cars in one place at the same time was 
a rare treat and it was difficult to do 
justice to them all. There was a line up 
of cars over 100 years old. The locals 
had organised a motorcycle show on the 
grounds. Steam traction engines were 
giving rides to children, large and small. 
The Stationary Motor Club was present 
in force. The Tractor Club had a huge 
display of aged machines for those with 
a rural bent. A couple of Ford Model Ts 
were being taken apart and put together 
at speed – I believe the fastest assembly 
time was under four minutes, amazing! 
There was the Bridge to Nowhere 
competition where the competitors were 
to build a bridge over water and get 
the car over without so much as a drop 
getting on the car. There was somebody 
making and assembling wooden spoke 
wheels for cars, fascinating to watch 
the skills involved here. Market stalls 
abounded and you could have had your 
fortune told a few times over. Upstairs, 
in the grandstand, there was food, 
coffee, huge Meccano creations, model 
trains, spinning, weaving, arts and 
crafts, wood turning and more.

Thanks to the marshalling efforts of 
the Maori Wardens the rally entrants 
were able to get into the grounds without 
delay and even at the end of the day, 
were able to exit without too much 
delay. There can be no doubt about it – 

this was a very successful day and gave 
Wanganuians a great opportunity to see 
what Vintage cars are all about. I know 
that many I spoke to were very impressed 
with our organisation.
 Kevin Clarkson

The winning Horowhenua Team of Model T 
Assembly Race.

The steam powered bike drew plenty of attention.

Crowds …

… and cars – the story of our Open Day.Geoff Neal of Wellington at the Open Day.
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INTERNATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

With a 50 Year badge on my hat 
and another notch in the fan-belt 
after 40 years of international 
motoring, it seemed a good idea 
to do a bit of “sump gazing”. Why 
bother to participate in a rather 
large bun-fight one might ask? 
Over the years we have developed a 
reasonably large network of friends 
who have been met on previous inter-
national rallies, and through them 
another dimension has been added to 
our motoring. It does get a little bit 
boring seeing the same old faces year 
in year out at local or national rallies, 
even if they have changed their cars or 
navigators!

I have a real penchant for starting a 
conversation going with an overseas 
visitor to find out what is going on, 
with either similar cars back in their 
country, or just having a general 
chit-chat about motoring matters that 
concern all of us. The most enlight-
ening moments come when our visitors 
remind us of things often taken for 
granted by Kiwis. Our good friends 
from Melbourne reckon the things 
to savor here are bumble-bees, fluffy 
white clouds, and roadside agapan-
thus waving at them as they putter 
past. Wriggly roads, an ever changing 
outlook of neatly mown road edges and 

hedges trimmed up to the very top are 
also at the top of the list. How about 
certain knowledge gained from previous 
international rallies, that the standard 
of organisation and execution will 
guarantee them a good time? 

For another perspective. A friend from 
Norway has been the owner of our 
510 S Fiat for a few years now after we 
couldn’t find any NZ interest when we 
wanted to sell it. The cynical might 
comment that it wouldn’t take much 
persuasion to leave a sub-zero Russia 
where he is presently working, to enjoy 
a couple of weeks in the balmy South 
Pacific as an alternative. His reason for 
taking in the delights of Wanganui is 
simple. In his opinion, there is more to 
owning an old car than polishing it in 
his garage and going out on local runs.

In another four or five years there will 
be a good reason for sending in an 
entry form.
 Alastair Jones

The voice of the rally was John 
Cocking, Known for the duration of 
the rally as Bertie, or more formally, 
Bertram St John Fitz Montague. As well 
as Master of Ceremonies he kept the 

entrants informed of events 
and happenings around 
the rally venue. He is well 

practised 
at this

 as 

he is also involved in the annual Art 
Deco celebrations in Napier where he 
is also a city councillor. He has many 
talents actually and to see him at full 
blast on the dance floor is an amazing 
sight. Us ordinary mortals can only 
look on in awe. 

His car, though, is what I enjoyed 
the most. It is a delightful rendition 
of an Austin 7 and it looks just right. 
I don’t believe I’ve seen another that I 
like better. Great shape and balance, 
great colours and it just looks like a 
fun car to own and drive. The number 
plate “What Ho” hits just the right note 
considering Bertie’s background. Its just 
a cheerful little car made from Austin 7 
bits from the early to mid ‘30s.
We enjoyed your work, Bertie. Thanks

 Kevin Clarkson

BERTIE’S CAR

CAR RAFFLE
During the rally entrants and others 

had the opportunity to purchase tickets in 
a raffle to win an Austin A30 car. The car 
was fully restored and was well presented 
resulting a huge interest in it during the 
open day. I, as always, naturally assumed 
that I had purchased the winning ticket 
and was quietly confident of a win - right 
up until the winning ticket was selected. 
Congratulations to David Oakley from 
Ashburton and I trust he got the little car 
home without too much trouble.

Alastair and Gwendolyn Jones in their 1934 Railton

John and Susan Post, 1929 Dodge.
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Main sponsorship was gained from 
Vero Consumer Insurance with additional 
sponsorship from the Wanganui District 
Council and the support of the Powerco 
Community Trust in Wanganui, we were 
all set to go.

The weather reports were not too kind 
to us at the start but somehow the rain 
managed to hold off at all the right times. 
Even the day before the rally started there 
was a pond with ducks in it where the 
outdoor entertainment was meant to be. 
Overnight, with the windy conditions, it 
dried out enough to be functional and 
people filled the hall every night for the 
entertainment.

Nick and Annette Mason were 
an absolute pleasure to host, signing 
autographs and doing anything asked 
of them, nothing was too much trouble. 
Entrant No. 1 Andy Jardin, General 
Manager of Wanganui Chronicle was 
lent the 1930 Model AA Charabanc 
bus (courtesy Geoff & Diane Quarrie). 
Andy was a very happy man driving 
people around town, even his motoring 
correspondent had trouble prising Andy 
out of the driver’s seat during the event. 
Passengers on the Charabanc included 
winners of a competition held by the 
newspaper and also the longest subscribers 
to the Chronicle, one being over 60 years. 
Anne Thomson’s 14 litre 1906 Darracq 
was hugely popular with the crowd at 
Manfeild for dramatic gear changing and 
sheer speed. 

Traffic Management played a large 

role in the Rally which shows a sign of 
the times in compliance – with the right 
people on the sub-committee, it helped 
that part of the process go well.

The Rally destinations were ready to 
receive their visitors, a fresh group every 
day over six days, the retailers in each of 
these areas were naturally delighted, and 
the entrants enjoyed being appreciated by 
the townsfolk, many putting on special 
events in preparation for the entrants.

Popular opinion was that the 
Whanganui River Road was one of the 
most picturesque travelled in New Zealand 
– well worth a visit for the overseas visitors 
in particular.

The general feeling and buzz around 
the city was palpable, and sure, there was 
an element of glee about the dollars that 
were brought into the local economy, but 
it was so much more than that. The public 
were watching for the cars each morning 
on their way to and from work. They were 
picking out their favourite car as a dream 
car… “my favourite is the hard top MG” 
and so on. The public asking how much 
it would cost to buy a classic car and rally 
it – the interest was exciting for us as 
Vintage Car Club members to see.

Many district councillors, business 
people, and residents say that it’s the best 
sponsorship dollars to promote Wanganui 
that the Council has spent.

The Open Day was the biggest one day 
public event in the Wanganui’s history 
with in excess of 32,000 people. The 
weather was meant to be unkind, but it 

held out until the last half hour.
The night tour around three different 

routes in Wanganui saw the entrants 
travel to wave and say thanks to the 
locals for their support. The locals outdid 
themselves, they put signs on their fences 
saying “thank you for coming”, families 
gathered to come out and wave, there 
were barbecues on front lawns and groups 
waving on corners and intersections. 

The VCC Rally 2012 Committee and 
team worked well together, sometimes 
in trying circumstances, and the people 
who came out of the woodwork to help 
were incredible. There was a young 
German couple who arrived and helped 
out wherever they could be useful, people 
passing through in their campervans came 
to offer help, it was heart-warming. The 
volunteers and support from the locals in 
Wanganui was overwhelming. 

Thank you Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand (Inc.) for allowing the VCC Rally 
2012 to come to Wanganui – it is the best 
thing to happen in our city in years.

Wanganui
Words Ed Boyd, Rally Committee Publicity Officer

Six years ago Wanganui Branch put forward a proposal to The Vintage Car Club to be 

considered for the next international event in 2012. A rally director was appointed, his 

team gathered together, and five years of planning and organisation began.

Father and son entrants from the West Coast 
enjoying the garden bar.

 Beaded Wheels 21



VCC rally 2012

Nick also bought the airfield to base 
his helicopters and light planes. 
He and his wife, Annette, fly 

helicopters. Both race cars. The stylish 
couple added fresh flair to the Kiwi 
Vintage event day after day. 

They had borrowed a sleek 2.3-litre 1934 
6C2300 short-chassis Alfa Romeo with an 
Aerodynamica pillarless four-door body 
styled by Carrozzeria Touring of Milan. 

It was interesting to watch the Masons, 
husband and wife, meeting up with ‘their’ 
Alfa for the first time and both eagerly 
asking questions on all aspects of preparing 

and conducting the unique sporty Italian. 
Nick turned 68 the day after the rally 
ended. Annette races an ex-works pre-war 
Aston Martin in UK events, as do Mason 
daughters, Chloe and Holly. Younger sons, 
Guy and Cary, are just starting to race 
with a Type 13 Bugatti. Keeping motor-
sport in the family, Holly is married to 
Marino Franchitti, brother of Indianapolis-
winner Dario and cousin of F1 driver Paul 
de Resta.

Nick is a splendid example of man with 
dual careers at the top and absolutely no 
airs or graces. He was a favourite among 

There were 700 splendid Vintage cars 

of all eras, shapes and sizes, driven 

with enthusiasm over a variety of rally 

routes hubbed on Wanganui in January. 

There were 42 entries from overseas in 

the 10-day event that was reckoned to 

generate over $12 million and doubled the 

population of the city on peak display and 

demo days. Without doubt, the icing on 

the event’s cake was VIP guest of honour, 

Nick Mason, drummer in the supergroup 

Pink Floyd and a huge fan of motorsport 

with a collection of around 40 pedigree 

cars housed in an aircraft hangar in the 

West Country. 

Pink Floyd’s

Nick Mason 
Perfect VIP for Rally 
By Eoin Young 
Photos Tony Haycock, Terry Marshall, 
Mark Brimblecombe
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the rally competitors on the road and at 
the several social events.

The Masons were coached in the use 
of the Alfa gearbox with its odd reversed 
4-speed shift pattern, centre throttle, free-
wheeling lever on the transmission tunnel, 
a large black knob below the dash for 
re-adjusting the rear shock absorbers and 
raised rear seating with dedicated small 
wall cabinets for a grappa flask and a pair 
of matching glasses! There were small 
rectangular gauges for speedometer and rev 
counter and smaller ones for temperature, 
petrol and oil pressure.

I was navigator for Nick on the run 
to Hunterville and was impressed at 
the way he coped with the unfamiliar 
corrugated dusty narrow road. He had 
already converted the kilometre speeds 
and distances to his more familiar British 
miles in copperplate notes attached to the 
dashboard. “In 1934 this must have been 
one helluva car!” Nick enthused as he 
coped effortlessly with a long dusty slide 
under power.

Brent Esler, CEO of agricultural services 
CRT, now importing Gulf Oil with its 
racing links to the McLaren team in the 
past, had brought his superfast replica 
Ford GT40 to demonstrate at Manfeild 
circuit on the track day and both Nick and 

Annette drove the 5.7-litre V8. Annette 
suggested she would only do a couple of 
laps and eventually rumbled back down the 
pit lane after 14 laps!

On an event such as this huge Vintage 
rally, there are inevitably 699 different tales 
to tell and adventures to recount, but this 
is a trip with the Guest with the Most. I 
was chosen as Nick’s minder because I had 
known him when I lived in Surrey and he 
was a regular at our Barley Mow lunches – 
but these were lunches with motor sporting 
people. Rock music was never mentioned 
and Nick was as comfortable with the 
car folk as he would have been with the 
millionaire members of one of the most 
famous rock bands in history. I was inter-
ested to see how the rock drummer would 
mix with the Vintage car driver. It was a 
perfect combination. 

One morning in the hotel foyer there 
was a small army of youngsters clamouring 
as they waited for Nick to come down for 
the start of the next rally stage. They were 
known as Granny Annie’s Army. Anne 
Thompson is a well-known Kiwi motor-
sport lady with an impressive collection 
of old cars, including the 14-litre 1906 
Darracq, known as the only survivor of the 
world’s first Grand Prix staged in France 
in 1906. The clamour calmed when Nick 

arrived and the littlies stood patiently 
waiting for their autograph on books, arms 
or shirts. In typical Kiwi fashion, when 
Nick came down to the car park after we 
had finished the dusty Hunterville run he 
found that the rowdy kids from Granny 
Annie’s Army were all over the Alfa with 
hoses and polishing cloths! 

The 4-seat Alfa instead of a sporty open 
2-seater for the Masons, may have been 
my fault. Since I had been asked to be 
Nick’s minder, I assumed this would mean 
travelling with Nick and Annette. Hence 
the 4-seater. My mate Tony Haycock was 
later going on and on and on and on about 
minor Vintage car problems like tyre valve 
malfunctions and since my mechanical 
qualifications could be comfortably carved 
in large words on the pointed end of a pin, 
I thought maybe I would be better to travel 
as ‘cover’ in a following car. Following 
Nick’s appointment as driver of one of 
Audi’s heroic pre-war Auto Union Grand 
Prix cars in Britain, Audi had offered a 
splendidly sleek black A7 which was driven 
with suitable verve by Vintage Car Club 
Administration Manager Julie Cairns 
while I rode shotgun. Do what you’re best 
at. The Audi was entered in the event and 
we usually parked beside the Mason’s Alfa. 
At one lunch stop I was having a power 
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nap in the sloped-back passenger’s seat and 
I could hear comment about “how ridicu-
lous to bring a modern car like that on a 
Vintage rally” but it soon became apparent 
that more were saying “I know which one 
I’d rather have,” appreciating the perfor-
mance potential of the Audi… Horses for 
courses.

Nick was always being asked which was 
the favourite car in his collection and 
it became apparent that it was the 1962 
Ferrari GTO that had finished second in 
class at Le Mans in 1962 and third overall. 
He bought it in 1976. “Someone suggested 
that if I wanted to buy a GTO I should get 
a D-Type Jaguar to trade…but they didn’t 
want a trade and I’ve still got the D…
how bad is that?” Not bad at all. He paid 
£37,500 for the GTO and it’s now worth 
£38-million! The D-Type ‘trader’ cost 
£17,000 and is also now in the millions… 

Nick thrilled at the challenge of the 
rally. When Shaun Summerfield and I 
chatted with him before his TV3 interview, 
he said “The way that the cars run here and 
the way that the Vintage Car Club works 
and the range of cars is totally different to 
the way we tend to do Vintage rallying in 
Europe. This is without doubt the biggest 
rally I’ve ever been on. Normally they 
tend to be smaller events in Europe. This 
one has been fantastic the way it’s been 
planned, based in one place and touring 
out and back again.”

We asked if he’d had the choice between 
rock and roll and racing, which would he 
have chosen? “I’d definitely have chosen 
music, mainly because much as I’d love to 
be the next Lewis Hamilton, I’ve really 
enjoyed being an amateur racer. The crash 
hat and my abilities as a racer have been 
well tested…”

We asked whether he only chose fast 
cars for his collection but he thought there 
was more to it than that. “I think the thing 
with racing is that you can have as much 
excitement in a Citroen 2CV as you can 
have in a 956 Porsche at 200-and-some 
mph. It’s about pushing the car to its limit 
rather than its actual top speed. The quick 

cars in my collection tend to be Le Mans 
related. Le Mans to me has always been 
the big race, the big passion, so inevitably 
you end up with fast cars, but in terms of 
the attraction of motor sport, straight-line 
speed isn’t actually the most important 
thing for me.”

He has raced five times at Le Mans. 
“I’m surprised to hear that sometimes! It’s 
a very special race in that it’s one of the 
last of the great motor races where an 
amateur can still compete and still do 
well, and that’s unusual in any sport, these 
days. That makes it special as a race. Ever 
since the days of the Bentley Boys, most 
Englishmen look on Le Mans as being very, 
very important. And of course it’s wildly 
exciting. The whole thing about driving at 
night is a very special experience.

Talking about wild excitement, we 
asked him about his chance to drive 
the fearsome rear-engined pre-war Auto 
Union Grand Prix cars. “I’m not sure how 
that happened. I think Audi had a slight 
problem in that they wanted the car to 
be track-demonstrated but worried that if 
they gave it to one journalist, all the others 
would be hurt, whereas if they gave it to 
an old rock drummer, nobody else could 
complain. And also, of course, I’d driven a 
number of old racers so I’d had experience 
with the gearboxes in those sorts of cars. 
The most fantastic thing about the Auto 
Union is that you’re sitting where the Gods 
sat. Bernd Rosemeyer, Nuvolari, people 
like that, so you get a taste of what it 
must have been like to live in that world.” 
Nick remembered having a test drive with 
the Auto Union in Germany and then 
driving off on his first lap at Goodwood. “I 
waved to the crowd…and realised I had the 
steering wheel in my hand! I hadn’t locked 
it down properly when I got in…”

And of course we had to ask which 
was his favourite car in the collection and 
did he regard his collection as complete? 
“It’s not that it’s complete because the 
car collection isn’t really something like 
collecting stamps where you want to 
have every one from that particular set. 

It reflects what I like doing and what my 
family like doing, so to some extent some 
of the really fastest, frightening cars are 
going to disappear and be replaced by other 
competition cars…but cars that we can all 
use…”

Shaun mentions that it’s 39 years since 
Pink Floyd launched the instant hit Dark 
Side of the Moon. Did it seem that long 
ago? “No it doesn’t. It seems to have gone 
by quite quickly!”

Nick boils quietly when he hears or 
reads about himself being the ‘former’ 
drummer of Pink Floyd. “I still see myself 
as part of the band. No, we don’t have any 
plans to work or tour, but it’s still a band 
that has some sort of existence, even if it’s 
only looking after our old catalogue. So we 
still exist in some shape or form…”

Then we ask the big one: If you could 
drive any of your cars on any track, what 
and where would it be? “That’s a helluva 
question. I think I’d drive the GTO Ferrari 
because it’s still my favourite, favourite 
car and I think it’d be on the 14½-mile 
Nurburgring which is still one of the 
most extraordinary circuits, perhaps the 
most extraordinary circuit in the world. 
It’s the most challenging and with the 
most extraordinary history because I think 
there’s something special that actually 
reflects the way cars were running in the 
past. Goodwood is a good circuit from that 
point of view. Spa has elements of that too. 
And Monaco, of course…”

I’ve been asked what Nick was really 
like as a bloke to travel with. He was really 
like a mate of the guy next door. Nothing 
was ever a problem and he was happy to 
sign autographs or answer questions about 
Pink Floyd or the Vintage Alfa. 

I thought the one thing that painted 
a portrait of Nick was when Annette was 
fooling about taking snaps of him with her 
camera and she said “Come on Nick…be 
a celebrity…” And he leaned across and 
put his hand over the lens. That said it all, 
really. The perfect non-celebrity!

Nick and Annette Mason our popular and hard working VIP guests.Nick gives the GTO Ferrari  a workout at Manfield.
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VCC Rally 2012 Competition Results (Amended)

The results differ slightly from those announced at the closing ceremony, as several people disqualified 
themselves for various reasons. All affected entrants have been spoken to and agree with the results.

Veteran
1 Walter & 
 Alison McFarland 1915 Studebaker
2 Ray & Glenis Miller 1918 Hudson
3 Len Haycock 1916 Chevrolet 
 

Vintage
1 Barry Pettengell 1926 Chrysler
2= Paul Clark 1928 Ford 
 Glenn & Marion Morris 1928 Ford
3 David Oliver 1929 Chrysler 
Post Vintage  
1 Colin Bell 1939 Chevrolet
2 Bruce Marshall 1938 Morris
3 Philip Law 1936 Chrysler
Post War  
1 Frank Lester 1958 Morgan
2 Mike Moffatt 1955 Jaguar
3 Philip Pearce  1952 Riley 
Post 60
1 Keith Shieffelbein 1974 MG
2 John McGibbon 1964 Ford
3 Graham Jack 1966 MG 

Motorcycle
1 Leo Fowler  1942 Indian
2 Bill James 1978 Triumph 
3 Graeme Williams  1925 Henderson
Commercial 
1 Roger Reid 1930 Ford
2 Alan Ferguson 1972 Bedford
3 Kevin Heyward 1956 Austin 
Post 80 
(No P80 Entrants)  
Sun Alliance Trophy
1 Wellington Branch with 17%
2 Central Hawkes Bay with 13%
3 Waikato Branch with 11%

Certified correct @ 1900 hrs 29 Jan 2012  
    
     
 
Route Controller
VCC Rally 2012   
Andrew Heffey    
  

Results
Leo Fowler, 1942 Indian. Walter and Alison McFarland, 1915 Studebaker.

Frank Lester, 1958 Morgan.

Keith Shieffelbein, 1974 MG.

Roger and Jeanette Reid, 1930 Ford. Colin and Pam Bell, 1939 Chevrolet. Barry and Hilary Pettengell, 1926 Chrysler.
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After years of domination of the entry lists by variations on the Austin 7 theme, the annual Waitemata Branch Chelsea 

hillclimb on 6 November 2011 had a better spread of cars and motorcycles. True, the smaller Austins outnumbered 

the competing Bugatti, for example, by six to one (but only three to one if Lionel Rogers’ Type 55, spectating while 

he wielded the hockey stick at the start, is taken into account), but the entry of almost 30 was spread over more than 

a dozen marques.

Austins included Michael Woods’ 10/BMC special of 
somewhat mixed parentage, but it made crisp noises all 
day and he whittled his times down to 38.10 seconds on 

his seventh and final attack on the hill. Steve Aldersley’s low-slung 
Seven special was the fastest of the breed at 34.80, thanks to some 
forced puff, but only just over a second behind was Ian Williams’ 
Austin with fabric-covered bodywork somewhat more akin to the 
original outline.

Richard McWhannell’s delicate little 1929 Austin Dieppe on 
skinny tyres stayed around the 42–43 second mark, apart from an 
eight-second delay on his second run, with a best time of 42.12. 
That was 0.4 seconds ahead of Brendan Lamain, also encased in 
polished aluminium but on fatter feet, and he in turn was faster 
than the Nippy of the branch secretary Graeme Banks on 46.24, 
bisecting the father-and-son team of Martin and Keith Cooper 
who managed only three timed runs between them.

Graeme was awarded the John Simpson Memorial Trophy for 
enjoying his day in the same manner that we all remember John 
with his enthusiasm.

Not far behind the Austins, both numerically and in fleetness 
of tread, were the MGs, although they rather outshone Our 
’Erbert’s machinery in resembling the original factory creations. 
Fastest of the Morris Garages clan was Kevin Andrew in his 

Good variety and conditions
at Chelsea
Words and photographs by John King

Graeme Banks in his Nippy crosses the bridge just after the start, on his way 
to being awarded the John Simpson Memorial Trophy for enjoying his day.

Ian Williams is on his way to the second fastest Austin 7 time at 35.97 seconds. The Drive Slowly advice on the road is wearing thin by now.
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supercharged 1932 J2 at 36.03 on his final run, two seconds better 
than previous owner Di Humphreys who was fervently hoping all 
day that owner Lawrence Poolman would be too busy chatting to 
want to drive his 1931 C Type (he was). John Hancock in his very 
pukka 1933 K1/K3 was not far behind at 38.41, just ahead of Geoff 
Wilson in the only unblown MG, a 1948 TC, at 38.82 on his fifth 
climb.

In bright yellow was something visually akin to both these 
marques but attached to neither. Dick Green, long a Triumph 
exponent, clocked 42.13 in his 1933 Triumph Super 9 special, 
somewhere near the tail end of the tiddlers.

The two-wheeled fraternity is always welcome at Chelsea, and 
2011 provided four examples spread over three-point-something 
different brands. Les Harris smoked his way to 38.96 on his first 
climb on his BSA Bantam and then got slower, while John Hartles 
on his 1954 Gold Flash was smoothly under 40 seconds all day 
with an eventual 38.02. Triumph engines made the most noise, 
with Shane Borrell’s prewar Tiger 100 on 34.46 mid-way through 
the day, but most of the fury came from the 750 cc engine in 
Norton frame of Roy Norgrove, his 1960 Triton not quite breaking 
30 seconds on his last run.

Somewhere in between the two-and four-wheeled mounts was 
the Cooper Mk 5 driven by Arthur Hopkins, recording 35.13 on 
his last climb.

At the other extreme was the rare sight of a competing saloon, 
a Citroen Light 15 with 2.2 litre DS and four-speed gearbox under 
the bonnet. Harry Currell punted this combination up the hill in 
most consistent manner, with a fastest time of 35.54 just over a 
second better than his slowest.

 Les Harris smokes off the line on his BSA Bantam.

Terry Roycroft has parked the Bugatti after his last run as Harold Booth is 
about to cross the finish line.

Graeme Brayshaw confuses the opposition with a startline smokescreen from 
his 1954 Buckler Mk 6. At left is start marshal Michael Greig while Lionel 
Rogers wields the hockey stick, not for timing but as a chock on the gentle 
upslope.

Waitemata Branch Chairwoman Jacqui Goldingham takes the family Sunbeam 
14/40 for a canter through the park.

 Beaded Wheels 27



This is a Vintage club, and the pre-1932 cars held their end up, 
especially by demonstrating their practicality and actually being 
driven to and from the event. Of the two Rileys, Harold Booth’s 
1930 9 hp tourer was more original and managed 47.42 on its first 
climb, rather outshone in time, fuel and rubber consumption by 
Rob McNair at 32.13. 

Mind you, while Rob’s car comprised many recognisable Riley 
components, it also sported far more grunt than anything the 
factory had ever envisaged, in the form of a de-inverted de 
Havilland Gipsy Major that Rob must have found lying under the 
workbench after completing his immaculate Tiger Moth ZK-AUD 
rebuild some years ago. With decent exhaust system it didn’t have 
quite the aural drama of the similarly powered Stanton Special, 
but it did sound glorious!

Branch chairwoman Jacqui Goldingham drove the oldest 
competing car, the family 1924 Sunbeam 14/40, to a determined 
48.02 on her last run, but husband Ian pipped her by just under a 
second on his second climb at 47.1. Various mechanical problems 
on the 1928 Lancia Lambda having been sorted out, Keith 
Humphries drove it to 38.07 on his second run and then concen-
trated on photographic duties for the rest of the day.

Just a year younger than the Sunbeam was arguably the 
Vintage star of the hillclimb, the Bugatti Type 35A of Terry 
Roycroft. It looked and sounded magnificent on each of its six 
runs, turning 36.95 on the fourth.

But the more recent sports cars were always going to achieve 
the fastest times, and the brace of Bucklers did not disappoint. 
Graeme Brayshaw in his 1954 upright Mk 6 whittled his times 
down to 32.93 and then stopped once he began getter slower 
again, but FTD went to Craig Lang in the bright orange 1958 
DD2. He started the day with 30.74, went a whisker under 30 
seconds, back up to 30.03 and then stopped after a blistering 
29.35. Spectators noticeably perked up and moved away from the 
road whenever Craig appeared.

Chelsea remains the star on Waitemata Branch’s sporting 
calendar, and fingers remain crossed that relations with the sugar 
refinery stay cordial and elderly motors may continue to storm 
up that swooping private drive set in attractive parkland. The 
hillclimb depends on members of the North Shore CB Radio 
Club for communications, marshalling and timekeeping, in a 
symbiotic relationship that appears to benefit everybody.

Over the years the organisational elements have been refined 
and Chelsea runs smoothly. The only thing not entirely under 
control is the weather, always subject to the fickleness of an 
Auckland spring. This time the usual south-westerly blew, the 
sky was mostly overcast and there was just the occasional hint of 
drizzle, not enough to dampen the track.

Fifteen minutes after the last run and as the hard-working 
marshals began to pack things up, the rain started in earnest. 
Chelsea was over for another year — bar the sausage sizzle and 
storytelling.  BW

Brendan Lamain exits the horseshoe bend in his Austin 7 special. His best 
time was 42.52 seconds.

Craig Lang sets FTD at 29.35 seconds in his Buckler.

The main clue to Rob McNair’s Riley having a very non-standard engine of 
6-plus litres, apart from the deep low-revving sound, is the exhaust system 
emerging from the top of the bonnet.
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Brake & Cable Specialist
FOR HARD TO SOURCE CABLES, BRAKE PARTS OR HOSES CALL THE SPECIALISTS

www.apexautocentre.co.nz

66 Killarney Road, Hamilton

0800 10 27 39
parts@apexautocentre.co.nz

▲ Cables – speedo, handbrake, accelerator, choke 

▲ Brakes – shoes, resleeving, booster overhaul
▲ Hose manufacturing – brake, braided, power steering 
▲ Brake cylinder resleeving

New Zealand’s  
Premier Auction House

18 Manukau Rd
Newmarket, Auckland

0800 22 00 77
+649 524 6804

auctions webbs.co.nz
www.webbs.co.nz

CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES 
AND CARS OF 
THE DAY
AUCTION
24 MARCH 2012 
AUCKLAND

RARE 1937 EXCELSIOR BRONZE HEAD

Neil Campbell  |  ncampbell@webbs.co.nz   |  +64 21 875 966

Featuring a number of forgotten motorcycle collections Webb’s first 2012 event is sure to attract 
the true enthusiast. Already consigned: a period race bike built by John Anderson and a Ducati 
Supermono #34 ex Robert Holden. Further significant machines include a 1966 Norton 650ss, 
1929 Triumph Horseman, 1946 Indian Scott, 1959 Triumph Bonneville, 1937 Excelsior Warrior, 
c.1912 Quirks Mona, 1959 Universal, 1947 T35 Douglas.

Also included are a range of rare English and American motor vehicles. Two significant barn find 
collections, including project bikes and rare parts, will give the market the opportunity to acquire 
rare and valuable project machines. Further entries now invited. Please contact Neil Campbell 
for further details on how to participate in New Zealand’s premier auction of important 
motorcycles or to discuss in confidence any aspect of buying or selling important motorcycles.

New Zealand’s  
Premier Auction 

House

18 Manukau Rd
Newmarket, Auckland

0800 22 00 77

+649 524 6804
auctions webbs.co.nz

www.webbs.co.nz
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Fifty years is a time to make a mark 
and celebrate an occasion with a 
time for memorable reflections of 

times gone by and a time for all of us to 
reminisce on the way we were whilst we 
look forward to the future ahead.

Over a number of months in various 
people’s houses, clubs and pubs, the 
formation of the Taranaki Branch had 
been discussed. Messer’s Batch Collins, 
Colin Kirkby and Keith Kircher then 
convened a meeting which was held in 
the YMCA lounge New Plymouth on 
Friday 15 September 1961. This meeting 
was attended by 20 people. Batch Collins 
took the Chair and addressed the meeting. 
It was unanimously resolved that the 
Taranaki Branch of the Vintage Car club 
of New Zealand be formed. Batch Collins 
was elected the first chairman and held 
office for the first two years. The first 
Secretary/Treasurer was Bill Connor and 
the first Club Captain was Colin Kirkby.

The Taranaki Branch celebrated 
their 50 year achievement by holding a 

Jubilee Rally in November 2011 which 
was held over from September because 
of the Rugby World Cup Tournament. 
The Rally Committee consisted of a 
small band of enthusiastic old and not 
so old past and present members. Des 
Moore was appointed Rally Secretary 
and Colin Johnston Rally Director. The 
Rally attracted 58 entries representing all 
classes and covering a great cross section 
of vehicles. Entrants were encouraged 
to dress in the period of their cars and 
everyone looked the part and there were 
many comments from the public on how 
great they all looked with period hats 
and furs including feathered head gear all 
adding to the occasion.

The rally started beside the widely 
renowned New Plymouth Coastal Seaside 
Walkway just beside the Wind Wand and 
on the grassed park area that was especially 
opened for us by the New Plymouth 
District Council. This area which is not 
usually opened for vehicles is right in the 
heart of downtown New Plymouth and was 

a perfect starting point, especially as we 
had our New Plymouth District Council 
Mayor the Hon. Harry Duynhoven flag 
all the cars away over an hour and a half. 
What a sight it was with all our vehicles 
lined up on the grass in two long lines and 
was a sure eye catcher with many members 
of the public stopping to have look. The 
rally commenced at 9.30 and the Mayor 
took time to talk to all entrants and 
wished them well for the duration of the 
rally. Entrants had to motor through the 
city streets and out onto the open highway 
with the morning timed section starting 
on Corbett Road. The road run for this 
rally was organised by Rob Thomson who 
was a first year member of our branch and 
was rally organiser for the first Maunga-
Moana Rally back in 1964. He was also 
Rally Secretary for the 1970 New Zealand 
Easter Rally. Rob wanted this road trial 
to have easy written instructions and no 
silent checks so that entrants could see 
the scenery and enjoy themselves. The 
morning course took us into back country 

1961–2011 
Taranaki Branch Celebrates 50 Years
Words Colin Johnston Photos Alex Johnston Photography.

50 Years of Irresistible Magic of the Motor Vehicle.

Des Moore with Larraine Smith and Marie 
Osborne at the Jubilee Dinner.

The Posh Afternoon tea.

The Mayor flags away Roy Benton in his 1910 Alldays and Onion at the start of the Jubilee rally.

Danny Hurley, 1929 Dodge, second place Vintage 
class and second overall placing.

First year members Eric Hodges and Jack Castle with 
Foundation member Royce Kitney (centre).

30 Beaded Wheels



roads and over the historic Bertrand road 
swing bridge ending at our clubrooms at 
Waiongana for the lunch stop. This venue 
was excellent with everybody having a 
timed lunch stop enjoying each other’s 
company and a bit of shelter from some 
morning misty rain.

The afternoon section continued on 
roads under our Mt Taranaki and while 
foggy conditions obscured the fabulous 
high country views that we had hoped 
entrants would see, the easy timed sections 
made a most enjoyable drive. Again the 
timed section ended outside the city 
boundary and entrants could drive at their 
own speed to the final section held at 
Vogeltown Park. At the Park members 
of the public were invited to view the 
proceedings and entrants were treated to a 
Posh Afternoon tea.

The Jubilee Dinner was a highlight 
of the weekend with nearly all entrants 
dressing in their period of the car theme 
again. A first year member Jack Castle 
came all the way from Brisbane Australia 
to be with us and Royce Kitney a founda-
tion member of this branch was also 
present. Also in attendance were two 
first year members who joined in 1961, 
Des Cornwall and Eric Hodges have been 
members. The 50th Jubilee Birthday cake 
was cut by the two oldest members of our 
branch, Des Cornwall and Madaline Potter 
and the youngest member Alexander 
Johnston.

A new trophy had been donated by 
Des Moore called “The Colleen Moore 
Cup.” It was awarded to the highest placed 
entrant in the Jubilee rally. Subsequently 
to be awarded to the highest placed “Two 
Person Entrant” in any class in the annual 
Taranaki Maunga-Moana Rally from 2013. 
Des and the late Colleen Moore who were 
Taranaki Car Club members were asked to 
organise the Vintage Car Club’s 1963 New 
Zealand Easter Rally road section which 
was the first road rally that this branch 
ever had. Des then joined the club and has 
been a member ever since. 

This trophy and the 50th Jubilee rally 
were won by Taranaki Branch member 
Max Rutherford driving his 1929 Willys 
Whippet Sedan. Trophies were presented 
to all class winners and place getters.

A sixty page Jubilee booklet was 
compiled by three members of the jubilee 
committee. It contained a huge amount 
of member’s photos and write-ups and 
historical data. Called The First Fifty Years. 
The booklet was distributed free to every 
member of the Taranaki Branch.
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40TH CLUTHA RALLY
South Otago Branch 

Words John Cook, photos Jim Beeby

After morning tea and a welcome by 
Chairman Garry Beaumont, 87 entrants 
left the Balclutha Memorial Hall, the 
starting point for the timed section. The 
route took us through Stirling, then travel-
ling back up to the main road and back 
into Balclutha. We then turned onto 
Clutha Valley Road and zig-zaged our away 
across Hillend with the finishing point at 
Awamunga. Recent heavy rains made the 
gravel roads very wet and muddy but we 
all arrived none the worse for wear. Once 
finishing the timed section it was back 
onto Clutha Valley road and into Tuapeka 
Mouth and a check point with a couple of 
questions just to keep everyone on their 
toes. After leaving the checkpoint it was 
onto Tuapeka West road to the lunch stop 
at the Tuapeka Vintage Machinery Club 
in Lawrence. After lunch the route took 
us over Hillend where we had a look at 
the newly completed wind farm and on to 
Balclutha for the evening meal and prize 
giving. A visit for some to our parts shed 
was very welcome. 

Overall winner was Jim McFadzien 
from Gore Branch in a 1977 BMW 320i.

JOSEPHVILLE HILL CLIMB
Gore Branch

Words and photos Evan Henderson

On the last weekend of November every 
year the Gore Branch runs its Josephville 
Hill Climb just south of Lumsden on a 
disused section of sealed road and this year 
was the sixth. The weather on the day was 
fine and sunny enabling competitors to 
put up some fast times with Dave Harris 
driving a Formula Ford being the fastest 
of the day, Jim Bennett received the best 

performance of the day in his Furi super-
charged Coventry, Jim McFadzien in his 
Singer had a bit of bad luck on his first 
timed run losing his throttle linkage half 
way up the hill ending his day. 

rally snippets

40th Clutha Rally: Tuapeka Vintage Machinery Club lunch stop at Lawrence.

40th Clutha Rally: Gary and Sue Beaumont in their MGTC.

Josephville Hill Climb: Pit area

Trevor Timms Singer Special

Bill Shedden Sunbeam V/8
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rallysnippets

WINDSOR RALLY
North Otago Branch

Words Kathleen Perry, photos Maureen 
McNamara

North Otago Branch’s 51st Windsor 
Rally was held on Saturday 3 December 
2011. Entrants and vehicles assembled 
at the Stoke Street Reserve, in brilliant 
sunshine. Entrants came from as far away 
as Balclutha and Christchurch and repre-
sented eight different branches including 
all of our neighbouring branches. There 
were 72 entries covering all VCC catego-
ries except for specials and this year 
entrants had the choice of being competi-
tive or non-competitive.

The two long routes (one all tarsealed 
and one with gravel) travelled to Windsor 
through Tokarahi and Ngapara respec-
tively while the short tar sealed route went 
through Weston and Enfield to Windsor. 
From Windsor all three routes travelled 
via Five Forks and the Kakanui Valley to 
Maheno for lunch and field tests.

In the afternoon entrants had the 
opportunity of visiting the North Otago 
Vintage Machinery Clubrooms and 
Museum at Reidston with the choice of 
returning to Oamaru via Kakanui.

A smorgasboard meal and presenta-
tion of trophies was held at the North 

Otago Branch Clubrooms in the evening. 
The Automobile Association Jubilee 
Trophy for overall rally points was jointly 
won by Alan Welbeloved of Canterbury 
Branch driving a 1939 D11 Dodge Taxi 
and Wallace and Joan Strachan of North 
Otago Branch driving a 1969 Ford sedan. 
Both joint winners competed in the long 
gravel route. The Eion and Aileen Woods 
Tray, donated in 1985 for People’s Choice 
was presented to Neil and Nonie Rooney 
who entered their 1925 Buick Master 6, 
Model 49.

NELSON BIENNIAL
RALLY
Nelson Branch

Words and photos Jenny Conlon
The Nelson Biennial rally was held 

over the weekend 11–13 November 2011. It 
was well attended with 56 entrants.

The Rally route included Heritage sites 
recording the Mt Richmond air crash and 
War record of Group Captain Leonard 
Trent VC DFC at Nelson Airport.

A few braved the rain to take a ride on 
the trains at the Modeller’s Club.

This is an account of the day from June 
and Dave Campbell of Nelson.

We started at the A&P Showgrounds 
in Richmond, toured through the town 

and travelled south through to the Golden 
Downs areas (bypassing Spooners Range) 
to Kohatu Junction where a good propor-
tion of entrants stopped at the newly 
refurbished hotel for a morning coffee. 

From Kohatu we motored up the 
Motueka Valley, changing onto gravel 
road through the Dovedale area, which 
sprayed plenty of mud over some very 
clean shiny cars. The lunchstop was at 
Higgins Park steam museum at Pigeon 
Valley. Lunch was prepared by the 
Historic Military Vehicle collectors using 
the in-field Swiss Kitchen. The Steam 
museum was open and steaming and the 
transport museum had their restorations 
and models on display. There we met up 
with members of the Canterbury and 
Wairarapa Branches of the VCC who were 
touring in the region.

We left Pigeon Valley and motored 
through Brightwater, Upper Moutere and 
diverted through to the Coastal Highway, 
returning to Richmond via Ruby Bay and 
Mapua.

Trevor and Colleen Carston’s received 
the Morris Trophy for their newly restored 
1912 Rover Clegg 12. Trevor and Colleen 
also picked up the People’s Choice Car for 
the Rally.

North Otago: Wallace & Joan Strachan’s 1969 Ford Sedan which was one of the 
winning vehicles.

North Otago: Neil & Nonie Rooney’s 1925 Buick Master 6, Model 49, 
People’s Choice at Windsor Rally. In the background is the 1939 D11 Dodge 
Taxi belonging to Alan Welbeloved who was one of the overall joint winners.

North Otago: Windsor Rally, Niven Gough’s 
1919 Ford Model T Van.

Nelson: Ray & Lyn Fairweather 1931 Chevrolet. Nelson: Trevor & Colleen Carston’s 1912 Rover.
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BURT MUNRO
MOTORCYCLE SHOW
Southland Branch

Words Russell McIvor, 
photos Rodney Adamson

Seventy motorcycles from 1902 to 
1980 and four cars were on display 25-26 
November 2011 at the Otatara Community 
Hall in a show organised by the Southland 
Branch. The cars displayed were 1901 
Locomobile steam car, 1911 AC Sociable, 
JAP-engined 1934 Morgan and a 1930 
BSA front wheel drive three-wheeler. This 
car restored by Jim McDonald was tuned 
and raced by the Stanton Brothers. It is 

powered by a V twin Hotchkiss motor and 
was converted to four wheels for racing, but 
is now back to original on three wheels. A 
local effort was a steam powered bicycle 
which created a lot of interest. The public’s 
choice of best motorcycle was Rodney 
Harris’ 1968 Triumph Bonneville winning 
for the second year. Nearly all the motorcy-
cles were from Invercargill. The event was 
a successful fundraiser with entrants very 
willing to show their restored motorcycles. 

 BW

rallysnippets

1912 Triumph

1934 Morgan 1953 MAC Velocette
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Are you reading 
this magazine 
as a subscriber 

or a casual 
purchaser from a 

bookstand?
Did you know that if you join the Vintage 

Car Club then you receive each issue 

delivered to your letterbox at 

the beginning of each second month 

(Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct and Dec) as a 

membership benefit?

Did you know joining the Vintage Car Club 

costs little more than you have been paying 

for this magazine and yet you receive all 

the other benefits of belonging to our great 

club? Including free advertising in this 

magazine. 

 

The Vintage Car Club Of NZ (Inc) caters 

for all motor vehicles that are over 30 years 

old but it is not a requirement to own an 

eligible vehicle in order to be a member.

Our website www.vcc.org.nz has 

membership application forms and details 

of your local branch or you may wish to 

contact the branch closest to you directly. 

They are listed on page 2.

Membership fees vary from branch to branch



Ivan Main

BW

DON’T RISK COOKING YOUR ENGINE
ANY CAR THAT STRUGGLES TO KEEP COOL OR BLOWS 
COOLANT OUT AFTER RUNS, NEEDS THIS COOLANT.

Note: needle has done full turn and still not boiling at 300degF.
(Roy Rowes V8/60 Racing car)

TRY THAT WITH ANY OTHER COOLANT!
• Doubles the boiling temp
• Never stops transferring heat from the engine

to the radiator
• Total fill (no water)
• Long Life: harmless to all alloys, plastics, rubbers etc
LIQUIDINTELLIGENCE 115 COOLANT $31.50 per litre incl. GST plus freight

FOR INFO – TECH TALKS – ORDERS ETC
PH 0800 46 33 46 ANYTIME

email roylking@xtra.co.nz  www.liquidintelligence115.com.au

COOLING SYSTEM CLEANER
A cooling system Cleaner that actually works

Scale Deposits: Restrict a cooling systems ability to transfer 
heat from the metals to the coolant. Scale 2mm thick insulates 
and reduces cooling system heat transfer up to 40%.
Blocked Radiator: Loose scales and calcium deposits settle in 
the top of the radiator blocking the core causing further overheating.
Liquid Intelligence 239: dissolves all ferrous and mineral scale from the entire cooling 
system, will not damage any metals-plastic or rubber components, passivates cooling 
system metal surfaces to inhibit further corrosion.

NOW AVAILABLE IN NEW ZEALAND
Comes as a 2.2kg 
Kit - enough to do 
30 litres (3 cars)
 $123.50
Including GST and freight 
anywhere in NZ

BEFORE

AFTER

Otaihanga Road (off State Highway 1)

Paraparaumu, New Zealand
Phone 04 297 1221 • Fax 04 297 0503

email: southward@kapiti.co.nz
www.southwardcarmuseum.co.nz

OPEN 9am - 4.30pm

CLOSED only on Christmas 

Day, Good Friday and 

Anzac morning

Car Museum

Conference Centre

Restaurant

Theatre
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Not long after that, I was very fortunate to be able to purchase 
a 1911 Austin 15 Harrogate two-seater which has spent a good 
part of its life as a museum exhibit. I was able to keep the registra-
tion FF222 and other than a re-trim of the upholstery and hood 
and a re-spray, the car is in its original condition. One item that 
gave me concern was the pump for pressurising the fuel tank 
which operates off the exhaust manifold to give constant pressure 
in the tank, allowing fuel to flow to the carburettor. There is a 
hand pump as a start and backup measure but I couldn’t get the 
pressure valve to operate. During a conversation with Bob Hayes, 
I mentioned my problem and he told me to send it to him to have 
a look at. By chance I had friends going to New Zealand to visit 
family and within two weeks of speaking to Bob, the valve was 
in New Zealand and had been mailed to him. He carried out an 
excellent refurbishment job and in fact made a second one to use 
on my Australian Austin 15, sent them back to my friends’ family 
home who then took them back to Scotland for me.

As George and his late wife owned a 1907 Austin, reputed to 
be the earliest known running example, they decided to have a 
birthday rally for the car and invite all Austins to Ireland. Having 
attended a previous centenary tour, I and my friends Donnie 
Harper and his son Gordon, James Harper (Donnie’s brother) 
and Ian Gerrie took three cars across: two Austin 10s and my 
recently acquired 1911 two-seater which I had spent a bit of time 
refurbishing. On our first day out, I completed half of the route 
only to have a puncture at the lunch stop, which was duly repaired 
and I set off again only to suffer another puncture 15 miles or so 
along the road. I had no spare tube this time so had no option 
but to phone ahead and get recovered. As the car George owns 
has similar wheels, I borrowed one from him for the second day. 
We arrived at the lunch stop, a large country house converted to 
a visitor centre with walled gardens, and while walking around 
exploring the gardens we heard a bang in the distance. 

Thinking nothing of it, we continued our walk until one of 

Motoring Memories
Words James Gray

Will, Ruby, Bob and Andree with the trophy won at the 
R W Thompson Memorial Rally.

Ultimately, this can be traced back to my wedding day 
when my late father-in-law’s mechanic, who owned a 
1929 Austin Heavy 12/4, offered it as our bridal car but 

my wife-to-be, Catherine, turned it down in favour of a modern. 
However, on the day she changed her mind but didn’t tell me. We 
walked out of the church and waiting for us was a two-tone brown 
Austin resplendent with bridal ribbons. I should add that it isn’t 
all down to my wife. I come from a car-orientated background as 
my father started an accident repair business and I have spent 
most of my life around motor vehicles.

Nowadays I am the fortunate owner of two late 1920 16/6s 
- a Fabric and a Burnham and a 1912 15hp Wellington Tourer 
imported from Australia. I imported the 15hp just before the 
Austin Centennial event in which I participated along with 
George Fulton from Northern Ireland and Barry Davies and Ian 
Sykes from England. Will and Ruby Holmes very kindly loaned 
us their Austin 20 which appeared recently on the front cover 
of Beaded Wheels. Unfortunately, due to business commitments I 
was unable to take part in the first stage of the tour but George, 
Barry and Ian did so in an Austin 7 lent to them by Bob and 
Andree Hayes, very good friends of Will and Ruby. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the event and made a lot of new friends. Before and after 
that event I participated in the main event in Birmingham at the 
Austin factory where the aforementioned Will, Ruby, Bob and 
Andree visited unbeknown to me and looked at the Austins I had 
taken. We also took part in another fabulous Austin centenary 
event organised in Northern Ireland by George Fulton and his 
late wife Doris which was 100% Austin, some which had never 
been seen before. Will, Ruby, Bob and Andree came over to 
participate before coming to my neck of the woods in Fraserburgh, 
Scotland to take part in the R W Thompson Memorial Rally with 
me, driving my 1929 Austin 16/6 and winning the class. (A point 
of interest, R W Thompson is credited as being the inventor of 
the pneumatic tyre in Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire.)

I have been asked on many occasions why 

I have an interest in old vehicles and more 

especially in the early Austin marque.
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the other owners gave me a shout and explained that the bang 
had been one of my tyres blowing out! Again I ended up being 
trailered. I decided not to change the tube again and we split up 
into the Austin 10/4s we had. Would you believe that both of 
them experienced punctures, one during the afternoon and the 
other the following morning! The event was absolutely first class 
and we couldn’t have asked for better weather. At the evening gala 
dinner, the Edwardian Austin owners were each presented with 
commemorative plates which had a picture of the cars on them. 
We all said our goodbyes the following morning and made for the 
ferry to return to Scotland where the cars were loaded onto one 
of our articulated trailers. Those of us going in the tractor unit, 
including myself, duly climbed aboard and the others got into the 
car they travelled down in. We were well on our way, checking the 
rear-view mirrors, all the time expecting their silver Audi to pass 
us. However, rather than seeing the car, I received a call on my 
mobile and incredibly they had had a puncture in the modern! Six 
punctures over the course of one long-weekend event! I have to 
wonder if that could be some sort of record.

This year I have returned to New Zealand to take part in the 
2012 VERO Rally. Again, very generously, Will and Ruby have 
loaned me the 1924 Austin Tourer, registration 24A20 and a very 
good friend of theirs, Evelyn Chisholm, is navigating for me. With 
over 600 entrants I am really looking forward to catching up with 
some of the other owners I met during my previous visit. I am sure 
the hospitality and welcome of the New Zealand enthusiasts will 
be as warm as ever.

  BW

FF222 was originally owned by Sir Henry Beyer-Robertson 
of Pale, near Corwen in Merionethshire. On 5 September 
1911 he registered as FF222 a 15hp Austin two-seater with 
dickey-seat. It has an Austin body and the sales catalogue 
called it a Harrogate two-seater. To further demonstrate his 
liking for the marque, on the same day he also re-registered 
FF22 to an 18-24hp Austin, whilst the previous year he had 
transferred FF1 from a Lanchester to another 18-24hp, in this 
case an Austin Landaulette. This Austin still survives and 
until recently had the registration FF1. In 1958, FF222 came 
to be owned by Paul C Waring from Hitchin, Hertfordshire 
who restored it, although I don’t know how extensively. Its 
first re-appearance on the road was on 1 July 1960. It was 
used for, among other things, the Veteran Car Club’s timed 
speed events and a photo actually appeared in one of the 
VCC’s magazines. The history then becomes a bit vague 
until 1968 when the car came to be owned by the Kenning 
Car Mart in London, who subsequently sold it to the Gables 
Service Station, Rayleigh, Essex in 1978, which was owned 
by the Sharp Brothers. The car then became part of their 
collection and was shown in the museum they owned in 
the Bournemouth area. In former years, the car featured 
in the film Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines, 
appearing on a number of occasions and, although it has been 
re-sprayed and re-trimmed, it retains its original instruments 
and the engine has the correct ancillaries. All the wooden 
parts are original and still carry the original ID number. 
The car is equipped with Lucas headlamps and paraffin side 
lamps and the Michelin detachable rims are an asset. Since 
being put back on the road, the car has taken part in a 100 
years anniversary event for an Austin in Northern Ireland, a 
week-long Veteran Car Club Doric Discovery event, a three 
day event in Wales to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Vintage Austin Register and other week-long Veteran Car 
Club events in various parts of Scotland.

Gordon and James Harper with two of the Austins.
1911 Austin 15 Harrogate two-seater

The History of FF222
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When the mercury is scurrying 
toward the high twenties on 
a cloudless Marlborough 

summers day and one is not enjoying the 
pleasures of boating in the Sounds the 
most comfortable place is a calm shady 
spot indoors. Right now, late December 
2011, that place for me is the home study, 
the room that we refer to as ‘the fridge’ 
during the winter because of its south 
corner location, and as the most comfort-
able room in the house on a hot summer’s 
day. And so this edition of Two Wheels 
and Other Things commences life in the 
fridge.

 Looking back to the 2011 February 
March edition of Beaded Wheels I note 
that I wrote about the working bike; 
that range of single cylinder sloggers that 
provided everyman’s transport from as 
early as the 1930s (the 1920s even) until 
well into the 1960s and so I thought that 
a year on I would build a story around the 
life of ‘Steed’.

Steed is my single cylinder 500cc AJS, 
a 1951 model but, as we will see, what 
the label says is not always what’s in the 
tin. The thing about Steed is that he was 
purchased by my brother as his Otago 
University student transport in 1968 and 
has been in continuous use in the family 
since that date. And that continuity of 
ownership and use provides us with a 
pretty good record of how this marvellous 
old machine has performed over a lengthy 
period of time.

Our story opens on 11 October 1954 
when V.I.C. Cycles of Lower Hutt registered 
the ownership of a 1954 G80S Matchless, 
the engine number commenced 54/G80S 
and the registration plate issued was 57923. 
On 5 November 1954 the bike went to its 
first private owner, one Albert Burgiss who 
was resident at that time in Napier. Just 
under 3 years later the machine was back 
in the hands of Wellington dealer Lawton 
and Boyle before moving to its second 
private owner in October 1957. From there 
the bike ended up in Dunedin in 1960 and 
continued to move through a succession of 
owners, mostly holding it for no more than 
a couple of years. Why it changed hands 
with such frequency and what indigni-
ties it suffered through those early years 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels 
and other things

The Life of Steed

is unrecorded and it is not until June 
1968 that it was secured by my brother 
for the princely sum of $80. The poor old 
thing was pretty tired and it was clear that 
servicing and care had largely passed it by, 
it really was very dog-eared with various 
parts missing and others damaged, but it 
was a runner. Most notably though it was 
badged, at least in part, as an AJS. A photo 
taken early in brother’s ownership depicts 
a tatty looking machine with Mercedes 
Benz three pointed star tank badges 
and Matchless knee pads. However the 
telling thing is the alloy timing case cover 
where the letters AJS can be made out. 
Somewhere along the line, and perhaps not 
long before brother purchased, the original 
engine, and we think only the bottom 
end with the original barrel and alloy 
head being retained, had suffered terminal 
failure or destruction and what emerged 
was the foundation of the machine we have 
today. The engine number commences 
with 51/18S and it is this old stager that 
has survived unbowed, unbroken and 
unbeaten from that time until this and 
with the very same registration plate. I 
cannot tell you how the annual licensing 
process coped with this machine with a 
new engine number, but cope the system 
has and ‘Steed’ carries the formal title of 
AJS/Matchless which seems to satisfy the 
modern day electronic inquisitors.

As to the epithet ‘Steed’: Those of a 
certain age and some television memory 
will recall a popular series entitled ‘The 
Avengers’ of which the principal and 
memorable characters were a refined black 
suited and bowler hatted chap by the name 
of Steed and a rather fetching and lethal 
agent, one Emma Peel. And so Steed 
became Steed, black yes, refined? A matter 
of taste: And Steed he remains.

Now Steed entered probably the most 
demanding period of his existence; student 
transport, which meant considerable use 
and not a little abuse. Home at that time 
was the middle of the North Island and so 
it became common place for Steed to make 
the journey from Dunedin at least twice a 
year for the next 4-5 years. And not just to 
Taumarunui but to all places further north 
or south where summer fun or summer jobs 
were to be had. Steed never failed but he 
did have misadventures, the most notable 
of which involved a search operation.

Riding north one year around 1970, 
brother got a little over excited coming 
through one of the Kaikoura road tunnels; 
as he tells it he was winding on the throttle 
and enjoying the sounds bouncing off the 
tunnel walls. However in taking his audio 
pleasure he forgot that the tunnel was 
short and that the fast arriving portal of 
light required some attention to brakes 
and steering in order that close encounter 
with roadside Armco and other inconven-
iences might be avoided. Too late. With a 

substantial thud and instant deceleration 
Steed met Armco. The front forks folded 
under, although the steering head survived, 
and brother, who had in the last second 
taken a firm grip on things, somehow 
remained seated. Behind him his traveling 
companion, in the form of an aged leather 
suitcase, took fright upon impact, broke 
its securing strap and sailed overhead to 
land among the tidal rocks some distance 
below. At this point Steed was clearly hors 
de combat with the crumpled front wedged 
firmly under the Armco and so brother 
left the wounded warrior and hitched a 
ride into Kaikoura to secure assistance. 
He returned some little time later with 
a recovery vehicle to find a policeman 
and others scouring the rocks and shore 
line below. He enquired of the constable 
what he was doing. “Ah” says the man in 
blue, “some poor chap has pranged his 
motorcycle up there as you can see, we’ve 
found what must be his bag and now we’re 
looking for the rider or maybe a body.” 
Brother smiled politely, “I think I can help 
you out there”.

There was too the occasional mechan-
ical hiccough, nothing major just wear and 
tear brought on by the passage of time and 
use; and on every occasion a local expert 
was soon found and replacement parts 
rapidly located and installed. The gearbox 
got tired of second and third gears in 
Hamilton in about 1969 but second hand 
parts were quickly found and that box 
has remained untouched until two weeks 
ago. On a journey south from Taumarunui 
Steed started making ominous big end 
knocking sounds; this persisted, and 
became worse, as brother nursed the ailing 
but plucky machine all the way back to 
Dunedin. Investigation revealed a seriously 
chewed up big end, but despite the punish-
ment nothing else was damaged although 
the oil filter was choked with metal filings. 
With big end repaired Steed resumed his 
duties. On another southern journey, 
heading south via Wanganui, Steed 
developed a severe case of bad running, 
much black smoke and huge fuel consump-
tion, but the dogged Steed made it to 
Wanganui and to the workshop of Percy 
Coleman where it transpired that a goodly 
portion of the throttle slide had broken 
off and been ingested. True to character 
Steed suffered no internal damage from 
this consumption of carburettor parts; 
the shattered fragments had been spat out 
through the exhaust and managed no more 
than to close up the plug gap in passing. 
Coincidentally it transpired that at this 
very time Percy Coleman was unloading 
his stock of AJS/Matchless parts and so 
brother departed with such items as a new 
big end bearing, rings and new generator 
armature. The rings now reside inside 
Steed and the other parts sit in my spares 
box; as yet unrequired.
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Early in the 1970s brother finished 
being a student and took up practicing in 
Wellington. Times became easier for Steed, 
he had passed the full on examination and 
practical with the student owner and he 
settled in now to a life less demanding. 
Moving over the hill to the Wairarapa in 
the 1980s Steed was placed on the restora-
tion register in 1988 and there he remained 
for the next 12 years. During that time 
a full restoration was undertaken. This 
was a paint and chrome type task with 
the principal mechanical parts remaining 
untouched. Neither motor, nor gearbox, 
nor magneto or carburettor was tampered 
with. With fresh paint, and looking good 
as new Steed lived a leisurely life around 
the Wairarapa country lanes and was kept 
in tip top shape; sharing his mechanical 
accommodations with a Tiger Moth, a 
Mk2 Jag and a BN1 Austin Healey.

In 2002 it was time for Steed to move 
to his next home and he moved into my 
Auckland garage, a birthday present from 
wife Di and passed on from brother who 
was spending more time flying than riding. 
My mission with Steed has been to ensure 
his well-being and to quietly improve 
upon those bits and pieces that are or 
were showing their age. That has meant 
giving the carburettor a decent going 

over with a bore and sleeve, new throttle 
slide etc, cleaning up the generator and 
fitting new brushes and replacing a tired 
voltage regulator. In 2008, having moved to 
Marlborough and with more time available 
I stripped Steed’s engine down; not because 
anything was wrong but because gaskets 
and seals were beginning to weep being, 
as it was, something like 30 years or more 
since anyone had even looked inside the 
motor. A valve grind, new rings and new 
gaskets, rubbers and seals all round and 
the old motor is as fresh as new and still 
running on standard piston and rings. 
At the same time some items of paint 
and chrome were refreshed, clutch plates 
recorked, fork seals replaced and new oil 
lines installed. And to bring you right up 
to date at the beginning of December 2011, 
I removed the whole gearbox from the 
frame and it has had a freshen up by friend 
and Matchless/AJS guru Murray McLean of 
Nelson. Again nothing wrong here other 
than an annoyingly small and persistent oil 
leak on the drive side, and given that the 
last time anyone looked in that box was 
1969 a little updating with new seals and 
bushes was certainly worthwhile.

Old Steed is a pleasure and a treasure 
and it is worth reflecting a little on just how 
well this aged machine has survived. Steed 

runs a 1951 bottom end with standard bore; 
the magneto has not, in our combined 
ownership, been touched; the gear box has 
just been opened for the first time since 
1969. Generator, carburettor, clutch and 
brakes have required minimum attention. 
Steed has been looked after since he came 
in to our family ownership but he has been 
used too and repaid simple maintenance 
and care with a record of reliability that 
very few are likely to surpass.

We, me included at times, tend to sling 
off at the unreliable and oily old British 
bikes but perhaps we forget too easily that 
despite their engineering and design 
failures it was the owners who were largely 
responsible for the condition of their 
machines and it just maybe that there are 
many survivors out there with an ownership 
history similar to that of Steed and which 
have, too, demonstrated the remarkable 
resilience and reliability that makes this 
old work horse such a delight to own and 
ride. BW

 Beaded Wheels 39



Nigel Browning is working hard to 
have the 1911 Calthorpe ready for the 
International Rally in Wanganui. This 
project began with a heap of “low grade 
scrap iron” and has spanned approxi-
mately 2,000 hours over 15 years. With an 
estimated 100 hours still left to make and 
fit the cosmetic bits time is getting short. 
Once the body was finished a test drive 
was able to be made and the first steps 
to get the road-worthiness compliancing 
under way were completed. If time ran 
out a hood would be put on hold until 
after the rally. By the time you read this 
you will know whether the deadline was 
achieved.

Clem McLachlan, one of the founder 
members of the Vintage Car Club of 
NZ has agreed to put his 1911 New Pick 
Roadster, one of only four examples in 
the country, on display at the Ashburton 
Branch Museum. Due to ill health suffered 
by both Clem and his late wife Audrey this 
lovely little car has only travelled about 
300 miles since restoration was completed 
in late 1991. Clem began gathering parts 
some time after the second Penzoil Rally 
in Timaru at Easter 1959, the bulk being 
found around the Arundel area of South 
Canterbury. It had been stripped down 
and converted for use as a post rammer, 
luckily the chassis, related parts and brass 
were all left hanging in a shed. In 1966 
he located a motor from Auckland. This 
led to the acquisition of other mechanical 
parts from that area. The 1996 Ashburton 
Rally was its maiden run and it also took 
part in the second McLean Veteran Rally 
held locally in 2001. The first New Pick 

built by Jack Pick in 1898 and was a simple 
dog cart and sold to a local doctor for £85. 

We recently took part in the 
Canterbury Branch Annual Veteran 
Rally. The thirty entrants enjoyed a good 
days motoring round the area north of 
Christchurch. Not so fortunate though 
was Andrew Fox who failed to turn up 
with his 1911 Cadillac. The bush telegraph 
tells me that the carburettor came apart 
somewhere in the Weka Pass and for all I 
know Andrew could still be there hunting 
for some very hard-to-come-by missing 
bits. Cadillacs were well represented with 
John McLachlan Junior driving his father’s 
1912 and brother-in-law, John Hastilow, 
had his 1912 out as well. Brian Black’s 
1911 Napier had a woopsy in the motor 
and returned home by trailer. The South 
Island Club Captain was the overall 
winner on the day with partner Sharon 
also featuring prominently in the period 
dress section. 

While motoring through Ophir on the 
Alexandra Blossom Festival Rally I was 
reminded of a lovely story I’ve heard about 
foundation member Bob Turnbull who has 
resided in the little historic village for 
many years. Bob is probably best known for 
his exploits in his 1907 Sizaire Naudin but 
he also has a 1904 Coventry Humberette 
that he and his brother restored many 
moons ago. On completion of the resto-
ration in 1955 the intention was to do 
a reasonably lengthy run to experience 
the joys of Veteran motoring so they set 
off on a journey of approximately 240 
miles. Setting out from home that in those 
days was in North Canterbury at 5am 
one New Year’s Eve they headed south 

to Dunedin, bearing in mind SH1 then 
traversed Mt Cargill and was not a doddle 
over the motorway as it is today. A broken 
mudguard stay and a change of tyre during 
the first 100 miles didn’t bother them as 
much as the very cold southerly gale they 
ran into south of Timaru. The passenger 
brother removed the floor boards to give 
the car a bit more impetus and himself a 
little shelter. A mobile police officer was 
moved to stop them on seeing acetylene 
headlamps and oil side lights approaching 
just to make sure he wasn’t hallucinating. 
Mt Cargill was traversed and Dunedin was 
reached in 19 hours, 55 minutes. Food was 
carried aboard and eaten without having 
to waste time stopping. Those were the 
days.

It’s often said that our youth influ-
ences our choice of vehicles. It certainly 
seems the case if you’re a Ford Model T 
owner. George Urquart of Auckland has 
recently purchased a 1913 Ford T turtle-
back runabout. It is a very nice little dark 
green model with black mudguards and 
plenty of brass to be polished. In 1945 he 
became the owner of a New Beauty Ford 
that had been abandoned under a tree in 
an Auckland orchard when the previous 
owner went to the war. When found it was 
buried in leaves, the wooden wheels and 
running boards were rotten but luckily 
the seats had been put in a shed and were 
in usable condition. It was nigh impos-
sible to get parts after the war but George 
found a set of 16" Hillman wheels and 
tyres that he carried home on the bus 
and made adaptions so they would fit. 
New running boards were manufactured 
using his mother’s rolling pin and a rubber 
mallet. He and three mates then set off to 

Diane Ross
38 Keenans Road
RD 2, Ashburton
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

Nigel Browning’s 1911 Calthorpe

Clem McLachlan and his 1911 New Pick.
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travel the country towing a trailer behind. 
Having enjoyed owning the New Beauty 
and taking part in Veteran events with 
friends the opportunity to own an early 
vehicle himself and a T into the bargain 
was too good to miss. 

Trevor and Marion Love in Ashburton 
have a 1917 Model T Roadster. Trevor 
also has fond early childhood memories of 
being driven through Cathedral Square in 
Christchurch by his mother when the car 
stalled, having no starter motor mum had 
to jump out among the trams and buses 
to crank it into life again. His dad also 
had a Model T truck on the farm. It was 
used for everything until WOF test became 
mandatory, the lights were not acceptable 
so it was retired. These must have had 
a lasting effect as about 2000 Trevor was 
able to achieve his dream and bought the 
roadster from the widow of Wayne Wilson 
in Oamaru who sadly passed away before 
he was able to finish the restoration. Trevor 
and Marion have motored the car exten-
sively throughout New Zealand with no 
problems.

In Wanaka, Murray and Jenny Pryde 
have the 1915 Model T that was swapped 
for a TT Truck by Jenny’s father, D. 
Pedlow, in Oamaru during Jenny’s youth. 
It was first restored by Mr Pedlow when 
he resided in Oamaru and competed in 
the 1st Windsor Rally then moved on to 
Wanaka when Mr Pedlow retired in the 
late ‘60s. Murray and Jenny are regular 
entrants back at the Windsor Rally in 
Oamaru and this year took home the 
Veteran Section Winner’s Trophy.

I recently came across the owner of 
a 1917 Mitchell, complete apart from a 
hood but needing a full restoration that 
he intends to carry out some time in the 
future. I’ll be keeping an eye on this one.

BW

1915 Ford T, Murray and Jenny Pryde, Wanaka.

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

UNDER THE NEW
OWNERSHIP OF

PUKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS

JOHNSON’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: kelven@fesltd.co.nz

PISTON RINGS

Kingpin sets Engine gaskets Gearbox gears
Suspension parts Steering joints Crownwheel & pinions
Spark plugs Electrical fittings Wiper motors (vac)
Engine bearings Shock absorbers Wheel cylinders & kits
Master cylinders & kits Shackles (pins & bushes) Ring gears & pinions
Rear axles Water pumps & kits Clutch plates
Clutch covers Carburettors Fuel pumps & kits
Brake & clutch cables Pistons Steering box parts
Valves, springs, guides Speedo cables Ignition parts
Timing gears & chains Lenses Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 • Fordell • Wanganui • Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

1912-92
ENGLISH

AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE

PARTS
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E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SPEEDOS TACHOS GAUGES CLOCKS CABLES
Vintage & Post Vintage Restoration Work Undertaken

Email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 360 St Asaph St, Christchurch, NZ. Phone Fax 03 366 9554

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 Princes Street, Onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
Email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz 

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

SPEEDOS, REV COUNTERS, GAUGES, CABLES
MADE TO SUIT ANY INSTRUMENT TO ANY 

TRANSMISSION ETC. FULL SERVICING & REPAIRS.

INSTRUMENT
NOT READING

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

PENRITE 
LUBRICANTS
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

Beaded WheelsBeaded WheelsBeaded Wheels

TRADE 
DIRECTORY
Connecting enthusiasts 

and professionals 

around New Zealand.

Contact us today to list 

your business here.

Visa – MasterCard available
EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS P/L

29 LYONS ST, NEWSTEAD VIC 3462 
AUSTRALIA.

Ph 61 3 5476 2212 Fax 61 3 5476 2592

Subscription Rates
Australia 6 Issues $47.50 or 12 issues $92

New Zealand 6 Issues AUD$74.50 or 12 issues AUD$146 
Overseas 6 Issues AUD$87 or 12 issues AUD$171 

First published in 1973. 
Most back issues are 

available. All vehicles 
featured are restored or in 
original condition. Events, 
How To’s and Australian 

motoring history are a specialty.

RESTORED CARS
Magazine Australia

• beaded wheels trade directory • beaded wheels trade directory • 
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Motorcycle & Car a
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

HamcoHamco
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES
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1926 CHRYSLER  4 roll, carburettor. 1936 
Chevrolet instrument cluster. 1946 Chevrolet truck 
Rochester carb. 1940s spark plug pump. Standard 
10 headlamp rim. Ford T and A spanners x 3. 
Number plates JX6808 and 304,583. Assorted old 
spanners and hand pumps. I could deliver in North 
Island for a fair go. Contact Robin Burrow, written 
communication preferred – 14 Tobin Place Taupo, 
phone evenings 07 378 1043.

1929-30 ES2 NORTON PROJECT  Correct forks 
needed. Pair of Webb forks with it. Best offer over 
$6,500. Phone 06 838 8543 evenings.  MEM

1939 MORRIS 8 SERIES E  4 door sedan. Green/
black older restoration. Reg on hold, No WOF. 
Personalised plates. Moving house. $4,000. Phone 
07 884 8837. Te Aroha.  MEM

1950(?) FORDSON 10 LIGHT TRUCK  rear axle 
assembly complete, torque tube, axles, crown 
wheel and pinion, brake drums etc. $100. Phone 
Jim Madgwick, Matamata. Phone 07 888 0772  MEM

1954 MORRIS MINOR,  reg on hold. Average 
condition, needs gearbox work and restoration. 
Garaged for last 10 years. $1,000 (?). Phone Rosvita 
03 482 1463, Dunedin.

AUTOMOTIVE LIGHTING  Automotive Bulbs in 
6-12-24 volt including most hard to get bases in 
both 6 and 12 volt for conversions. These are the old 
type bulbs not the more expensive Quartz type. Try 
me for all your bulbs preferably with a descriotion 
rather than an obsure number. Information and 
quotes Phone Stuart Neill 03 472 7199 or email 
stulynneill@hotmail.com mem

BALANCING BALANCING BALANCING, 
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

CLASSIFIED RATES
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST.
The 65 word limit includes contact details. 
Advertisers requiring ads longer than the 
standard 65 words, or who require typography or 
space, must apply display rates.
The advertising department reserves the right to 
edit or return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo advertising to a 
maximum of 65 words per advertisement. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

ENCLOSE PAYMENT
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues
  (per issue)
Full Page $900 $720
Half Page $490 $390
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 2.25%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (Inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (Inc.)

In accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights 
Commission Act 1977 Beaded Wheels will not publish any 
advertisement which indicates or could reasonably be 
understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers 
should take all care in drafting advertisements as they could be 
held liable, as well as Beaded Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand (Inc.).

.

marketplace
FOR SALE

CARBURETTOR RE-CONDITIONING — including 
Classic & Performance makes. 40 plus years trade 
experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme Tulloch, 
Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 2312 or 
(Levin) 06 368 2202

COACHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

DISTRIBUTOR PARTS AND SERVICE
 We can supply many new old stock distributor 

parts for Lucas and other makes, and have built a 
New Zealand wide reputation for restoring worn 

distributors to as new performance and finish. 
All aspects of repair undertaken including 

Vacuum Advance Units. 
MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS REPAIRED. 

Repair kits and parts in stock. Faulty pumps 
restored, including fuel resistant diaphragm. All 

work fully guaranteed.
Contact Quality Rebuilds, 

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, 
Manukau City, 2576.

Phone/fax Peter Collins 09 267 4700
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com 

www.qualityrebuilds.com 

DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS DRIVESHAFTS 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

CAR STORAGE IN SYDENHAM CHRISTCHURCH.  
Rear building, covered and secure at rear of 
workshop. $25 incl. gst per week. Phone 027 277 
8049.  MEM

CLASSIC CAR SHOW PLUS SWAPMEET  Sunday 1 
April 2012. Te Awamutu Race Course, Racecourse 
Road, Te Awamutu. Gates open 7.30am. Enquiries 
to: Frank 027 289 5996 or Reg 07 827 6766. 
Admission: Show cars and driver: gold coin 
donation. Passengers $5 each, swapmeet sellers 
$10 per site, public $5 each, children under 12 free. 

DAIMLER CONQUEST 1954  Blue/Grey Four 
Door Sedan 6 Cyl. Luxurious English car recently 
described by Daimler Club as the best 1954 model in 
New Zealand. Certainly the near perfect condition 
of upholstery and exterior make it a prestigious 
and desirable vehicle. Easy drive with pre-selector 
transmission. $16,000. Phone Ray Singleton  07 573 
6547   MEM

FORD CORTINA 2L GHIA,  auto good straight body, 
motor okay, registration on hold, not many left. 
$600 ono. Phone 07 575 3819.

• 

BUICK 1924-25 SPORT TOURER.  128” wheel base. 
Items done: chassis, diff, woodwork, panels, 
brakes. Needs motor. You need to look. $6,000 or 
trade. 1921-23 6cyl panel guards. Text Russ 021 
0245 7984, Tauranga.  MEM

BUICK 1926-’27 PARTS.  Running gear for 1927 plus 
heaps more assorted parts including rear tub, door 
skins, cowl, bonnet, radiator and surround, wheels 
etc. 1926 chassis (mint). 1918 radiator shell. A few 
Vauxhall EIP parts. Morris commercial motor parts. 
All going cheap. Phone Peter Lowe 07 862 7418.  
MEM

BUICK 1928  Master headlights, complete, $400. 
1925 brass nickel, no glass, $150 pair. 1925 
standard 6 one light, no glass, nickel band, $50. 
Crown wheel & pinions, 1928 50-12 11¾ diameter 
$300. 52-11 pinion 12¼ diameter, very good $100 
or swap 10½ diameter early Buick with bearing on 
pinion type. Phone Russ 021 0245 7984.  MEM
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PENRITE OILS  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff, 
S.U dash pot and water pump grease. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE ENGINE SHORTBLOCKS  We can in 
most cases rebuild your shortblock using modern 
shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information.
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAGE WOOD PROBLEMS? For all your 
Vintage woodwork requirements, I can reproduce 
your car’s woodwork from original parts, patterns 
and photos. Model A parts made to order, also 
Morris Traveller Van kits. N Rhodes, Furniture of 
Distinction. Purakau St, Marton 4710. Phone 06 
327 6164.

VALVES exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

PISTONS PISTONS PISTONS  PISTONS
FOR VETERAN, VINTAGE, 

CLASSIC & ODDBALL ENGINES.
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

PH 03 366 7463, FAX 03 366 7462

PENRITE ENGINE COOL ANT  
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, 
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISTONS FOR VINTAGE AND CLASSIC ENGINES 
Most models available in standard or oversizes. 
Also pistons can be made to special dimensions. 
Contact George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay Road, 
Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz   MEM

VINTAGE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

GOT VIBRATION PROBLEMS?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

KING-PIN KITS, TIE ROD ENDS,
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall.
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

WOODEN WHEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes. 
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 Osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   MEM.

HUBCAPS – any problems contact me
I now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. I can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New York Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

LOTS OF MODEL A AND MODEL T PARTS  also hard 
to get parts. Ask for anything you need. Phone 06 
368 3472, Levin.  MEM

MORRIS MINOR BOOT LID,  good condition with lock 
$50. Phone K Burbidge 03 544 8159.   MEM

RENAULT DAUPHINE FIFTY YEAR OLD  French car, 
engine runs with a complete donor car for spares. 
$975. Phone Bernie 09 415 9821, berns@xtra.co.nz 
  MEM

ROLLS-ROYCE 20/25.  Complete renovated chassis 
purchased from Adams & Oliver, London. Running 
smoothly when stored, now engine seized. $19,500. 
1989 Peugeot 205CJ cabriolet. NZ new, excellent 
original condition. $3,850. 1927/58 Riley Blatch 
special. Good 1950s history and provenance. 
BMC mechanicals HRV status with VCC. Recent 
hillclimb use. $15,500. 1920s Maddox alloy panelled 
barrel sided tourer body. $9,500. Phone for more 
information, Alan 03 215 6383, 027 656 4632. 
alanfbryce@hotmail.com  MEM

ROVER 100 OVER 50 YEARS OLD  dark green, recent 
new interior. Original tool kit, reg on hold. $3850. 
Phone Bernie 09 415 9821, berns@xtra.co.nz  MEM

SINGER 1928-1929 ENGINE  42bhp, 1.9 litre OHV 
six cylinder with a 7-bearing crankshaft, complete 
with gearbox. Also front axle with springs, wheels 
and tyres plus rear diff and back springs. Some 
body parts are available as well. GMC radiator and 
cowl in reasonable order. Top tank label read R No. 
C12704. Phone Neil 03 434 9470.

STEAM CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN  The Steam Car 
Club of Great Britain is compiling a register of 
steam cars world wide. As NZ representative for 
this club, I would be pleased to hear from any steam 
car owners, and others interested to help with 
this request. Contact me for further information 
about the club, and the details requested. Brian T 
Rankine, Phone 06 357 5706, btr@actrix.co.nz

TYRES – 4 165 R15 86T RADIALS,  Hankook. Bought 
new for Rover 95 but unused. $100 each. Phone 09 
424 7554.  MEM

TYRES & WHEELS 650 X 20  DENMAN WHITEWALLS 
(6) with tubes almost full tread $250 ono each 20" 
Wooden wheels (4) split ring design: 5 rims, offers. 
21" Wooden Wheels (4) with old but OK tyres 
and rims (6) offers. In Lower Hutt. Michael Taylor, 
phone 021 630 647

Call us for a free no obligation quote. 
See our back page ad for details.

1926 ESSEX DELIVERY VAN  New woodwork, 
good tyres; new paint, running boards, roof 
topping, windscreen and rear door glass, external 
brake linings; rebuilt front mudguards, exc 
radiator surround (working shutters) and new 
metal on bonnet top. Runs well. Seat upholstery 
original and the interior can be done by its new 
owner. New reg & WOF (December 2011) $7,000.
Phone Alistair Howard 06 323 8465.  MEM
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1926 JEWETT CABRIOLET  Reputed to be the 
only one left of this model in the world. Total 
rebuild from the ground up. 27,477 miles. Two 
door convertible. 6 cylinder, 4300cc. Offers. Phone 
03 302 6120 or email tedallen@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1929 DE LUXE PACKARD TOURER  custom build 
by Dietrich inc. Detroit Engine eight cylinder in line 
384.8 C.I. Wheelbase: 145.5 Inches. Horsepower 
106 Price: NZ$300,000. Owners Henry and Connie 
Rynbeek, Birkenhead Auckland, Phone 09 418 
2166, email connie@maxnet.co.nz.  MEM

1979 BMW 635CSI  Immaculate condition and 
drives superbly with its genuine 3.5L engine 
and Getrag 5 speed sports gearbox. Tens of 
thousands spent on refurbishment in last few 
years by current and previous owner of 15 years. 
Full service history from day one. Will be licensed 
& warranted. cgf@snap.net.nz 09 422 2247  MEM

1963 HUMBER SCEPTRE MARK I 1600CC  
Manual with overdrive. $6,000 ono. Current 
registration and WOF. Mechanically sound. Body 
and interior in good condition. Some parts also. 
Current owners 3+ years. Phone Brian 027 255 
7115 or email: aries2@xtra.co.nz

1916 MAXWELL FOR TENDER  Rare American 
beauty. Superb restoration with rich history. 
Performs like Dodge 4 with quality of Chrysler 
60. 1911 listed Maxwell fourth automobile 
manufacturer. Wooden panelling and glass divider 
make for luxury and class. Phone Ray Singleton 07 
573 6547 Tenders close 23 March 2012  MEM

1950 JOWETT BRADFORD,  one owner, 146,087 
original miles. Engine rebuild, body and interior 
restored June 2003. 12 volts. Minor electrical 
work for WOF required. Numerous spare parts 
included.  $10,500 ono.  Contact Malcolm 06 375 
8485 or 027 287 1110.

MOTORCYCLE PARTS MADE TO ORDER.  
Tanks, carriers, levers, sidecars, cover panels etc. 
Presently we are fabricating a tank for a 1915 
Rover motorcycle. Call us and see how we can 
help you. Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691, 027 
330 9581, email daviescw@live.com Shaun Davies 
Qualified Coachbuilder. 

1967 AUSTIN-HEALEY 3000 MKIII BJ8  Fully 
restored, one owner UK, one owner NZ. All 
original. Phone Jon 03 329 6967, 027 329 6032, 
pjmckeown@xtra.co.nz  MEM

1926 FORD MODEL T DOCTOR’S COUPE.  
Restoration completed 6 years ago and well cared 
for since. Very tidy inside and out. Will come 
with current WOF and Rego. $25,000. Contact 
symon@enternet.co.nz or phone 0274 85 6660.

1928 AUSTIN 16/6 SEDAN  16,000 miles on 
rebuilt motor. Good drive-train, tyres etc. Ready to 
rally. Located in Dunedin. $23,000 ono (car only) 
$25,000 ono inc. many parts (list on request). 
Will sell parts either with car or after car has sold. 
Phone Angus Ireland 03 476 3665   MEM

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

1930 BUICK MARQUETTE;  Fully roadworthy. A 
reliable toiler (never let us down in 36 years). First 
owner W. Smedley of Star Hotel Tauranga. Second 
owner Loyal Smith of Whangarei. From 1974 
ourselves. Approx 130,000 miles. Good cruising 
speed. Some conditions apply. $20,000. George 
Tier, Dargaville 09 439 8911.  MEM 

VAUXHALL 14/40 1927.  2.2 litre 4 cylinder 
doorless fabric body by the late Gordon Routledge. 
Older restoration. Engine rebuilt approx 15,000 
kms ago. Easy 100kph cruise. Spare tyres, casings, 
few odds & ends. Reluctant sale due to ill-health. 
Offers on $25,000. Phone Lindsay 03 541 9352. 
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1947 CHEVROLET STYLEMASTER  Continuously 
registered, original plates. Three owners, in the 
family since 1953. Repainted original colours 
around 30 years ago, upholstery redone, otherwise 
original tidy condition. $16,000. Viewable at Te 
Puke Vintage Autobarn small shed, for sale on 
behalf. Contact Ray Singleton 07 573 6547  MEM

RESTORATION WORK  by qualified Coachbuilder. 
Woodwork, panel and fabrication work for all 
Vintage, Veteran and Classic cars and Motorbikes. 
For all your restoration requirements phone 
Davies Coachworks 03 310 6691 or 027 330 9581 
or email daviescw@live.com

www.daviescoachworks.co.nz

1954 NORTON DOMINATOR 88  first registered 
in New Zealand in January 1955. Matching engine 
and frame numbers. Licence and WOF at point of 
sale. $18,000. Phone Ian 03 579 3097 or email 
mar-ian@xtra.co.nz for details and photos.

1931 STUDEBAKER 6-54 ROADSTER.  Newly 
restored still being run in. Twin side mounts w/w 
tyres, two spare motors plus sundry spares, incl six 
new hubcaps. A small amount of work is required 
to finish. (Plates pictured display only, not part of 
sale). $78,500 ono. Phone Chris 06 358 2511, 022 
608 4027, stude31@xtra.co.nz.  mem

1937 JOWETT 10  This car has been in the family 
virtually since 1952. Restored in 2000 and motored 
extensively since recent engine recondition. 
Comfortable cruising car. $10,000. Phone 03 215 
7961.  MEM

1924 LAGONDA 12/24  This is a light 1420cc 
four door tourer. Rebored 4,000 miles ago and 
replicore (honeycomb) radiator fitted. Complete 
with hood and lots of spares. Offers around 
$25,000. Phone 09 627 9451 or robertbe@xtra.
co.nz  MEM

BUICK COUPE 1939.  Series 40 Straight 8 
complete with opera seats. Fisher body. Bought 
new in Tauranga from C F Washer & Sons. Major 
mechanical work completed with no expense 
spared. This is a beautiful car. $60,000 ono. Phone 
Tony 09 537 2172 or 021 2100 270.  MEM

MODEL “A” FORD REBUILT SHOCK 
ABSORBERS,  as original. With exchange $195 
each or $230 outright. Arms and all connecting 
parts available. Pickup three minutes from Airport, 
or postal delivery extra. Phone Jack 352-6672 
Christchurch or cell 027 322 041

1937 FORD 10 MODEL CX.  Has travelled 13,580 
miles since restoration in 1995. Has been rallied 
constantly ever since. A reluctant sale due to 
failing eyesight. $9,000 ono. Will consider all 
reasonable offers. Phone Bernie 06 379 8337, 027 
215 5825.  MEM

RILEY RMB 1952  Excellent original condition, 
totaly rust free, beautiful stately eye-catching car. 
$17,750 ono. Phone John Kinvig on 04 479 8569 
or 0274 524 326.  MEM

SKODA FELICIA  1220cc high compression motor. 
High lift cam, twin carbs as per factory. Recent 
set rings/bearings. Recon gearbox. Brake cyls 
stainless resleeve, brakes relined. Sound paint and 
body, good chrome. Good soft top and upholstery. 
Inc factory hard top and tow bar. $10,000 or 
sensible offer. Phone John 07 888 6120.  MEM

1927 ROESCH TALBOT 14/45 AD  with Darracq 
open tourer body. Original car, alway registered 
and warranted since new. Those with genuine 
interest are welcome to apply for further 
information. $45,000 firm. Contact Peter & Marg. 
Phone 03 578 6165.  MEM
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CHRYSLER 1927 FINER MODEL 70  112” 
wheelbase roadster, one of most desirable body 
style. Only a handful of this model known in 
southern hemisphere. Exc condition, just toured 
around 8,000 miles since being completed. Ideal 
for motoring, touring and art deco events. Phone 
027 766 1504, horselessauto@gmail.com  MEM

103 YEAR OLD CANTERBURY CENTENNIAL 
CAR  1909 Renault AX, classic French 2 seater 
in original condition. Fully restored late ‘60s. 2 
cylinder, 1066cc, 3 forward gears + reverse, top 
speed 70kph, removable hood & side screens, 
Bosch magneto ignition, good tyres 2 spares. 
Enquiries over NZ$55,000. Phone 09 362 6130.  MEM

TREKKA 1967  Ground shaft, new bearings, con 
rods, pistons and rings. Brake cylinders resleeved 
linings etc. Gearbox recon new syncro. Car ratio 
diff, cruise 50mph, New clutch plate fitted. 205x15 
wheels. Good rubber, towbar and Lucas lights. 
Phone John 07 888 6120.  MEM

1926 DODGE BROTHERS DEPOT VAN  Current 
reg and WOF. Good history. Original parts 
throughout. Good working condition, drives well. 
Rare model. $25,000 ono. Phone 09 436 3121, 
fmandejalison@slingshot.co.nz  MEM

VINTAGE TRUNKS made to order or stock 
sizes. Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on 
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier. Member.

VINTAGE & CLASSIC QUARTZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. Up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 Ottawa Road, Christchurch 6.
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 
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FREE ADVERTISING*
Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels 
magazine is free *for all current 
financial members of the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand Inc buying or 
selling club eligible vehicles or parts.

Our standard advertising charges apply 
for all non-members or members wishing 
to advertise commercial services.

It is easy — just email your 
advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.
org.nz or complete the form on this page 
and post to us at 
Marketplace Beaded Wheels, 
PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141 
Deadline for receipt of advertisements and 
payment for our February ssue is 20 January 
2011. 

Advertisement copy to read (45 words) ____________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________

•  Free advertising is limited to one 
advertisement per financial member of the 
Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. Members 
must state their membership number when 
submitting the advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a 
non-commercial nature.

•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, 
by email (preferred), post or fax. Photographs 
will only be returned if a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg 
format, send a high resolution file to achieve 
best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for 
each issue they are required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 
45 words – the maximum space available is 
65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves the right 
to edit all copy. 

• Advertisements will be published on a first 
come, first served basis. While every attempt 
will be made to include your advertisement 
in the issue immediately following receipt – 
limited space may mean some advertisements 
will be held over until the following magazine 
for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be 
listed on the VCCNZ website.

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace, 
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

Not a VCCNZ member? You can still advertise your vehicle in New Zealand’s 

foremost historical motoring magazine. All advertisements are listed on our website.

Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a 
colour photo of your vehicle. Include SAE for return 
of photo, digital photos may be submitted to our 
email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

$56*
 WANTED  FOR SALE

Tick which column you require

Text & colour photo.

Up to 45 words including phone number, no photo. 
Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 65 
words at 15 cents per word.

$24*
Tick which column you require

 WANTED  FOR SALE

Text only advertisement.

I wish to advertise in Beaded Wheels.
Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

Name (block letters)  ___________________

Phone  __________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to 
advertise in Beaded Wheels for FREE.

VCCNZ Membership number is 

______ ⁄___________________ 

CONDITIONS OF FREE ADVERTISING

Card Expiry Date: __ /__ / 

Card Number    

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________

Cardholder Signature: ______________________________________________________

Non-VCCNZ members Payment by   Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted)
Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge of 2.25%
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CRESCENT MOPEDS 1957 TO 1960,  complete or 
parts wanted. Please phone (03) 3324-636.  MEM 

1937 AUSTIN 10  Wanted factory-correct crank 
handle and wiper arms and blades. Please phone 
Peter on 03 216 5684 or email at Peter.Shanks@
xtra.co.nz  MEM

BUICK 6 CYLINDER 1922  SWAGE LINES mudguards, 
1923 m6 cyl mudguards no swage lines. Rust repair 
okay. Van Sicklen speedo with small clock. White 
face headlights 1921-22 two bulbs in reflector, oval 
oil petrol amp white face. 23" wire wheels. 23", 
24" tyre lock rings. 1923 6 cyl motor complete. 
Phone Russ Tex 021 0245 7984. Tauranga.  MEM

WANTED TO BUY

4” DIAMETER “SMITHS” HEADLIGHT WANTED  
as per the photograph to complete a restoration. 
Alternatively, a pair of 4” diameter “Lucas” 
headlamps would also be fine. Phone Philip Jeeves 
03 338 0666 or email pmjeeves@gmail.com   MEM

TWO BOLT CROSS OVER GEARBOX WANTED  
for 1913 Alldays Matchless V twin motorcycle 
wanted. Also looking for contact with other 
owners worldwide, also still need BSA model K 
rear hub and veteran Triumph parts. Phone Chris 
on 09 533 8050 email taylorhq@xtra.co.nz  MEM 

BSA REAR STAND PART NUMBER 15-6100 , and 
used from 1934 to 1936, wanted. A pair of 31-9000 
toolboxes also wanted. Any condition - no matter 
how knackered. Phone Ashley 04 239 9642 or 
email ashleyblair@xtra.co.nz   MEM

BUICK HEADLIGHT PARTS 1920 s-22. Tail light tyre 
lock ring 23-24". Mudguards with swage line both 
sides at top repairable. Radiator 30" high. 1923 
guards flat sided type. Headlight tie bar pattern will 
do. Text Russ 021 0245 7984, Tauranga.  MEM

ELECTRIC OVERDRIVE,  Borg Warner to suit 
Chryslers, or a one piece 1936 Borg Warner 
overdrive T86-1-A, or any exploded views or 
trouble shooting sheets on the one piece overdrive. 
Contact: Don Huggins Phone 09 267 4837 or email: 
exclusiv@slingshot.co.nz

FORD MODEL A WANTED.  Convertible, restored. 
Phone 021 261 6952.  MEM

HYDRAULIC BUMPER LIFT JACK WANTED.  Nike 
brand. Would the gentleman from Feilding please 
ring again. Phone Jim Madgwick, Matamata 07 888 
0772.  MEM

MG TD / MG TF IN PARTS OR GOING ORDER  for 
restoration. Anything considered. Phone Larry 06 
345 6307, lsjones@xtra.co.nz  MEM

NEW ZEALAND NUMBER PLATES REQUIRED  pairs 
1927/28, 1928/29, 1929/30, 1934/35 and singles 
1925/26 through to No 1941/46. Wanted by 
collector. I have some swaps if necessary. Also one 
American plate Washington DC and one Australia, 
Queensland plate. Phone 06 3557 4425.

NUMBER PLATE “AT 9”  off 1948 Hudson. Daimler 
Century 1957 chrome air vent grills plus aluminium 
air ducting pipe, rev counter drive at base of 
distributor. Jaguar Mk 5, 1951 chrome switch knobs 
on dashboard. Phone 07 575 3819.  MEM

PLYMOUTH HEAD AND CAMSHAFTS.  1946-1953. 
23” block head no 868 456 export aluminium 
camshaft, Clay Smith 270, will consider grinds. 
Phone Murray 03 424 0228  MEM

VELOCETTE LE 200  4-speed box in good condition 
and other parts for Mk3. microe45@gmail.com  MEM

WANTED CHOKE AND LIGHT SWITCH PARTS  for 
1927 ( Finer 70 ) Chrysler 70 Phone/fax 03 541 
8467 Nelson or email iws@ts.co.nz   MEM

Swap Meet Gore
VCC NZ Gore Branch

Sunday 15 April 2012 
Waimea Street

8am start, breakfast available.
Admittance Adults $3, children free

Seller sites $5

Enquiries to
Stewart 03 208 7932 | Barry 03 208 5370

SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

WANTED INTERIOR COURTESY LIGHT  as fitted 
to Rover P4 on rear columns or late ‘50s early 
‘60s Humber Hawk/Supersnipe. (Rootes part no 
1217848 – cover 5040707) Either complete light 
or just cover, everything welcome. Also interested 
in any Humber Hawk estate spares. Please contact 
Geoff Walton in Leeston Canterbury on 03 324 
8385, or email geoff.walton@attglobal.net

WANTED, CONRODS FOR 1939 – 1949 HILLMAN  
10, also standard pistons for a Hillman Imp and 
parts for a 1934 Austin 12/6, particularly bonnet 
and engine parts. Phone Neil on 06 8395775 or 
0274911008, email hammonds@farmside.co.nz 
mem

WANTED URGENTLY 1904 OR EARLIER CAR.  What’s 
in your shed? Anything considered. Call David 021 
0275 6348 or email  bubbree@ aol.com  MEM

WANTED. HARLEY DAVIDSON U, UL  or ULH 1936 
- 1948 anything considered parts projects or 
complete bikes. Please phone Don on 09 4314118 or 
email: teresa@echovalleyolives.co.nz  MEM

WANTED BMC A-SERIES BLOCK  with 2” mains 
almost certainly with the engine number prefix of 
10cc. Must be in useable condition. Phone 9 446 
3111, 027 283 9546, enquiries@westonhouse.co.nz 
 MEM

4TH Veteran & 
Vintage Tour

October 15-26 2012 
Start after the Canterbury Swap meet.

Two days touring in the top half of the South Island 

Highlights visits to Takaka and Karamea. 

Entrants free to join and leave as desired.

To register interest and receive further details contact 
Diane Ross. Phone 03 308 2356 email randross@kinect.co.nz

october 2012
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES
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WINCHESTER

Winchester Domain

Saturday 31 MARCH 2012

Gates open at new time of 7.30am
$5 entry and NO DOGS ALLOWED.

On site Camping Friday night only 
for SITE BOOKINGS contact Janet ph 03 686 0282 
Swap Meet Chairman...John Knowles 03 693 7680 

VCC – SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH

SWAP MEET 
& BAZAAR

SWAP MEET 
& BAZAAR

WINCHESTER

A N N U A L
SWAP MEET 
& COLLECTABLES DAY
Saturday 24 March 2012 

Gates open at 7am

Levin show Grounds events park
14 TiroTiro road Levin

Admission adult $5.00 
Children free. Stall holders $10.00

Food and drinks on site something for every one 
The area is next to the club rooms and 

spares will open at 10 am.
Entry off TiroTiro road south well signposted

Information Peter Nightingale 
06 368 7160 027 633 4713
pdsnight@inspire.net.nz 

Horowhenua Branch VCC NZ Inc. 

VCC NZ ASHBURTON BRANCH

SWAPMEET
Saturday 5 May 2012
Club Grounds 86 Maronan Road 

Tinwald, Ashburton
Gates open 7.30am No dogs allowed.
Catering by the Ashburton Lions Club

Site Bookings; Anne Hart, 
65 Oak Grove, Ashburton 7700

Email; annestuh@clear.net.nz Phone 03 308 5733

 Sunday 25 March 
2012

 

Trig Road North Waihi

B ay  o f  P l e n t y  V in t ag e  C ar  C lu b  in c
sponsored by BOP Discount Tyres & Summit Tyres

Run under Vintage Car Club speed regulations.
Driver must have Vehicle Identity Card, 
NZ Historic Racing Licence, 
current VCC membership card, 
VCC log book
 
Contact Carole Lindsay
carn@clear.net.nz
23 Coopers Road Greerton 
Tauranga 3112
07 578 9579
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SWAP MEETS & RALLIES

Northland Vintage Car Club

ENQUIRIES TO 
Graeme Dawson Ph 09 43 45729 or

Lawrence Hiller Ph 09 438 448

NORTHLAND ANNUAL COMBINED 

SWAP MEET 
with Whangarei Rod & Custom Club

Northern Street Rods Inc
Car Display & Show

Sunday 29 April 2012 
at Heritage Park SH14 – Maunu Whangarei

Gate open to Public at 8am

ADMISSION 
 $5 per adult | Under 14 Free

Display Cars & Drivers Free | Passengers $5
Stalls $10 per site

 

NORTHERN RAID 
JOIN THE NORTH SHORE BRANCH FOR 

A COAST TO COAST RALLY TAKING IN THE 
DIVERSE SCENERY OF AUCKLAND’S 

NORTHERN REGION 

ALL CLUB ACCEPTED VEHICLES WELCOME 

SUNDAY 15th APRIL 2012 
EVENING DINNER AVAILABLE AT NSVCC 

CLUBROOMS 
ENTRY FORMS @ www.vintagecarclub-northshore.co.nz 

Or email warrico@quik.co.nz 
Ph  Warrick 09 413 7178 

 

 
NORTHLAND

MOTOR CYCLE 
RALLY

19 May 2012
Entries Close Friday 11 May 2012

NORTHLAND VINTAGE CAR CLUB

This event is open to all current 
financial members of the VCCNZ, 

or by invitation only.

Entry forms and more information 
from John Rummery 09 4346 330 

Email rumbo @replicore.co.nz

invites you to participate in their
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Ashburton  Diane Ross
The A & P Show provided a platform 

to showcase the Branch with a display 
highlighting the different classes of vehicles 
catered for by the VCC. On display among 
others we had the 1930 AJS owned by Roger 
Hart, interesting because it was owned by 
his father John before World War II. Also 
John Watson’s original 1975 Valiant that 
has been a local car all its life.

The Branch organised for a 100-year 
badge to be presented to Clem McLachlan 
for his 1911 New Pick now housed in the 
branch museum.

Swap Meet Convenor, Ann Hart, has 
been busy rearranging some of the sites 
for the next Swap Meet due to alterations 
made to the grounds boundaries by the 
landlords. All site holders affected have 
been notified and relocated. Entry to and 
from the grounds will also be changed. 

This year’s Veteran & Vintage only run 
was fun event. Entrants dressed to match 
the period of their vehicles, travelled to the 
local antique pistol range where an oppor-
tunity to pit their skills against experts at 
the target range brought varying results. 
They then moved on to the superb garden 
owned by Michael and Judy Kingsbury 
where a posh picnic was judged. Ma and 
Pa Williamson ran away with first prize. 
Then it was back to the clubrooms to share 
a Christmas BBQ with the remainder of the 
Branch members.

The Oakley’s annual pre Christmas Tour, 
normally presents a challenge for drivers but 
this year was watered down by torrential 
ran in the Nelson area. However a pleasant 

few days were still enjoyed by the stalwarts 
taking part.

We look forward to 2012 and many more 
great events to share with fellow members.

Auckland  Tracey Winterbottom
Jack Nazer has bought an immaculate 

1979 Datsun 260 ex-Christchurch Peter 
Wood has imported a very original 1948 
Pontiac Silver Streak Streamliner ex Idaho 
and Rob Webster has bought a 1928 Chev 
1 ton truck.

Rolls-Royce ranks are swelling in 
Auckland with cars being imported from 
the UK, Australia and the States.

Alf and Rosemeri Williams’ Franklin (ex 
John and Jean Bailey) is looking magnifi-
cent back at home sporting a paint job in 
new colours and now awaits some final 
finishing before hitting the road again. 
Norm and Pat Dewhurst have the Essex 
roadster mobile again after major transplant 
surgery. (Surely their run of bad luck is 
over).

It was great to be able to take Angelique 
out to the Yates Family Centenary Reunion, 
Yates Farm is where the Renault was 
retrieved from back in the ‘60s where she 
had earned her keep for many years. The 
Yates family still farm the property and 
were celebrating 100 years since the first 
descendants settled there.

In motorcycles; Jenny Jennings 
has bought a 1955 BSA C11 G 250cc. 
Restorations get closer to completion on 
Chris Taylor’s 1912 Triumph and Brian 
Gathercole’s 1954 G9 Matchless. Rex Leech 
has just completed a 1967 BSA B40 350cc.

Another successful Hunua is under our 
belt – thank you to Wayne and Carrie 
Roberts for all their time and effort to plot 
a successful run that tested without getting 
people lost. Eighty entrants ventured out 
for the day with a good cross section of 
vehicles.

A very wet gymnic saw some hardy souls 
turn out for a sausage and then return home 
again. The solitary entry in the Restoration 
awards received a Gold Award. This was 
Kelvin Hawkes’ and Leanne Gorrindge’s 
Morris 8 Sports.

November Club run to the retirement 
home, and the New Years Day Fish n Chip 
Run had reasonable support while six 
vehicles attended the Rear Wheel Brake 
run and only two Veterans ventured out on 
the New Year Coast to Coast Run.

Our annual Motorcycle Rally was held 
in November with 55 entries. The rally 

idle

Ma & Pa Williamson at Ashburton’s posh picnic.

Ashburton: 1930 AJS, owner R Hart, at A&P 
Show. 

1975 Chrysler owner J Watson.

Auckland: Kelvin Hawkes’ Morris 8 Sports 
Gold Restoration Award.
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route was north of the harbour bridge and 
finished at North Shore Clubrooms. Overall 
winner was Peter Alderdice on a Harley-
Davidson.

Our condolences to Cedric Pegrum on 
the loss of his wife Gayle.

Welcome to new members Tom Lundy 
– 1937 Ford 10; Gil Miers – 1954 Vauxhall 
Velox; Gary Kavanaugh and Karen 
Kickmott – 1954 Morris Oxford MO; Peter 
Seabourne – 1961 Jaguar Mk14, 1963 Jaguar 
Mk 11, 1971 Jaguar XJ6-S1

Bay of Plenty   David Joblin
Tauranga has a number of medium sized 

businesses hidden away and one of these is 
Kiwi Bus Builders where over sixty members 
recently toured through their interesting 
factory. They are sent working chassis with 
engines (Cummins diesel) from Scotland 
and assemble the bodies and all the relevant 
equipment to a very high standard, turning 
out four completed buses each week.

Over fifteen cars joined with Auckland 
Branch for a trip over the hill to Te Aroha, 
to St Mark’s Church to listen to their 
historic pipe organ. It was well worth the 
effort as this is the only pipe organ of 
its make left in the world having been 
made for Queen Anne in 1712. It is still in 
regular use for church services and recitals. 
Thanks go to Alan Pram for both these 
great Wednesday runs.

Neal and Carole Lindsay took us to the 
Ngatea Water Gardens and through the 
Yesteryear Barn at Paeroa. It is always inter-
esting to learn how some of these collections 
came into being. This one started through 
love of speedway.

Two members attended the Hudson/
Essex/Terraplane AGM in the Wairarapa in 
a recently acquired 1928 Hudson Super Six. 
By all reports the correct spanners would 
have helped!

 Some 120 members attended the annual 
Christmas Party which was marked by the 
Restoration of the Year judging, won by 
Ahmet Kobic with his immaculate 1914 
Whippet, the runner up was Frank Ward 
with his 1957 Fiat 1100. A fifty year presen-
tation was made by Rod Brayshaw to Bill 
Janes. A number of very well deserved 
tributes were paid to Bill, a most gifted 
member who is well known not only for 
his restoration work over many years but 
his ability to solve seemingly unsolvable 
problems and his help given freely to 
members who seek his advice and expertise. 
25 year badges were also presented to our 
Secretary John Payne, Margaret Goldsmith 
and Truby Hollister-Jones.

 After two years Paul Beck’s 1963 Humber 
Super Snipe is finished. We look forward to 
seeing it on club runs. Doug Wood is still 

working on his 1930 Morris Minor and 
Steve Lawson reports that the long involved 
restoration of his very rare 1925 Rover 14/45 
won’t quite make the Vero rally but the car 
is mobile with just a few gearbox problems 
to attend to.

 This month we welcome back Frank 
and Julie Ward, 1950 Studebaker Champion 
Starlight Coupe, 1957 Fiat 1100/103E, 1965 
Bond Equipe, 1969 and a 1971 Scimitar.

Banks Peninsula  Paul Tayler
Quakes continue, scientists ponder, 

media report, EQC inspect and life goes on.
Our Noggin & Natter evenings have 

resumed at the Papanui RSA on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. A room 
of our own makes this a great venue so if 
you are in Christchurch and would like an 
evening with like-minded people call in. 
Entrance first left on Harewood Rd (town 
end)

Our annual Banks Peninsula run 
attracted a good number and the start 
coincided with the start of a moped run 
leaving from the same venue. To the general 
public it must have somewhat reminded 
them of a fox hunt on tarmac! We were 
directed over the Summit Road and through 
the eastern bays and to a picturesque bay 
east of Akaroa for our picnic lunch. It was 
a testing run with some one lane and steep 
shingle sections. While not taking the 
tricky roads, 91 year old Bob Scott and wife 
Pat drove over for lunch. 

Phil Jelfs again organised the Veteran 
Rally heading west after the traditional 
starting point at Riccarton House.

Eighteen cars lined up for the starter at 
the Wigram Revival meeting at Ruapuna on 
4-6 November. While nothing will replace 
the greatness of the original event this 
meeting attracts a lot of spectators who 
remember the cars of yesteryear and our cars 
are very popular on the track and in the 
pits. After all the years the same mix of cars 
from single seater, specials and sports make 
up a very interesting field and do a great job 
in preserving our racing heritage.

January 1st was a fine day and the large 
domain at Little River was ringed with a 
wonderful display of members and friends 
Vintage and Classic cars. The Mainland Big 
Band entertained with excellent music and 
local volunteer fire brigade provided a tasty 
BBQ and engine rides while the energetic 
participated in games. A great day.

Canterbury  Tony Becker
As we looked forward to the excite-

ment of January’s International Rally 
in Wanganui, the wind-down toward 
Christmas presented a few worthwhile 
opportunities for competitors to test their 

rally preparations. Canterbury Anniversary 
Show Weekend Tour put serious mileage 
under the wheels and a keen group of 
Canterbury Branch tourists were joined 
by entries from Wanaka, Westland and 
Ashburton for the fantastic annual, hosted 
by Marilyn and Ian McKinley. The tour to 
Murchison and Nelson district offered every 
driving trial one could wish for. Meeting up 
with Marlborough Nelson Branch bi-annual 
Rally at Wakefield’s Pigeon Valley Transport 
Museum was a great bonus! 

The day was perfect for Canterbury 
Branch’s best supported November annual, 
the Homestead Run. The competent hands 
of Ray and Glenis Miller plus Branch helpers 
shepherded about 140 beautifully prepared 
vehicles via lesser used North Canterbury 
roads to two lovely historic properties. The 
first was Culverden’s Parham Station where 
devonshire morning tea greeted us beside 
a fragrant rose garden and pretty pond. 
While there Ray was the shocked recipient 
of Life Membership of St. John Ambulance 
Association. Well done Ray! Picnic lunch 
was enjoyed at Rotherham’s Mount Palm 
Station with its massive Sequoias ringing 
extensive lawns. Members were able to 
wander around its shady lanes enjoying the 
warmth and perfume of colourful summer 
flowers. A memorable sunny day away from 
‘Q’ worries! 

Seventeen marshalls for 27 Veterans may 
sound a bit of an overkill but all were kept 
busy from the cuppa start at The Groynes 
to the field tests at Loburn Domain. Happy 
hour concluded with the Sword family 
prepared dinner and Prize-giving, all held at 
Cutler Park at the end of a highly enjoyed 
event. 

We wish members of Canterbury 
Branch attending the International Rally 
a successful safe and enjoyable time while 
rallying in North Island. Bring home lots 
of photos, stories – and of course all the 
trophies!

Central Hawkes Bay  Sarndra Raybould
Our newly formed branch continues to 

grow with new members. The weather in 
Central Hawkes Bay has been somewhat 
changeable of late but we have managed to 
enjoy great outings in our vehicles on fine 
sunny days.

November 13 was one such day. Our first 
calendar event, the Veteran Rally saw eight 
Veteran cars and one motorised cycle line 
up at Waipukurau Railway Station for the 
start.

It was first time out for Wayne and Shona 
Richard’s 1903 Curved Dash Oldsmobile, 
which handled the going well, although 
the steeper pitches proved a challenge at 
times. They were well matched with the 
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Tony Prebensen’s 1903 Holley. 

1903 Holley driven by Tony Prebensen. The 
route covered rural roads around Waipawa, 
Otane and Elsthorpe with a couple of farm 
roads to add interest along the way. A 
visit was also made to the home of George 
Wood’s business where he manufactures 
polo mallets and croquet sets for export 
worldwide.

But the Veteran cars did not have all the 
fun. Many of our members own newer cars 
so a run was organised on 4 December to 
the Dannevirke area on another fine day. 
A total of nine cars took part in the run 
which included visits to some very inter-
esting sheds.  Some time was spent at the 
first shed and collection of cars owned by 
Barry Hoffman, which included Morgans, 
XK150, Austin-Healey, Triumph Herald, 
Porsche, AC–Bristol, and several other 
beautiful models.

Next our shed tour took us to America 
when we viewed Nick Boblea’s collection 
of fine Chevrolet cars stored within an 
amazing display of garagenalia. 

The run ended with a visit to a nearby 
farmyard to poke around a collection of 
International tractors under restoration, a 
perfect end to a day of fun and variety for 
all who took part.

Eastern Bay of Plenty  Joy Growden
In October Walter McFarland organised 

a trip to Rotorua to visit Paradise Valley 
Game Park, where the highlight was 
handling the lion cubs. After our picnic 
lunch we headed off to the Wingspan Trust 
to see the falcon being hand fed.

In November we had the Gisborne 

Branch visit starting with a social evening 
on Friday, then Saturday we went to the 
Tarawera Falls. Most managed the short 
walk to the falls where some picnicked. The 
day concluded with a potluck tea and more 
games. When the points were calculated 
EBOP won the trophy back from Gisborne.

Early December we had our Chairperson’s 
Christmas run starting mid afternoon 
with a short run up and around Te Mahoe 
Village, questions about the Matahina Dam 
and then back to the Museum for tea. We 
were entertained by Dale Watchorn’s sister 
Cindy who can play many musical instru-
ments including the bagpipes. She was also 
assisted by three of our club ladies playing 
their ukuleles and everyone singing along 
to some well known tunes. It was a very 
enjoyable evening and well attended.

Gisborne  Rodney Clague
Following the success of a campout at 

Tolaga Bay in January last year, it was 
decided to hold another one in December, 
this time based at Mahia. Sadly only the 
Dunns (Model A Pickup), Douglases 
(Morris 1000) and the Bartlett family (Tony 
and Lynsey in the Daimler and Gavin and 
a mate in the Model A Pickup) travelled 
down and set up camp, quite a disappoint-
ment after last year. The Dunn Model A 
decided it wasn’t in the mood for a 50-odd 
mile jaunt and packed a sad, so its contents 
were transferred to their Toyota ute. The 
campers were visited for tea and a chat by 
Gail Menzies and Mike Little from Wairoa, 
Andrew and Joanne Teesdale, (Ford F100 
Pickup), and Graeme Revell, Phillip Cook 

and Rodney Clague, all of whom returned 
home later in the evening. 

The following weekend we had the 
annual Club Captain’s Wing Ding. A 
good turnout of vehicles travelled around 
the Gisborne flats before returning to the 
clubrooms for a fish and chip tea.

By the time this edition of Beaded Wheels 
hits your letterboxes three members of our 
branch will have attended the 2012 Rally at 
Wanganui, while others will have attended 
the East Coast Rally run by Eastern Bay of 
Plenty branch, the following weekend has 
our own Three Rivers Rally. A visit to a 
disused tunnel on the old Motuhora railway 
line will have also taken place during this 
time, plus our annual Ladies Run on 26 
February.

Mark Dunn has trouble getting through 
doorways these days – he was presented 
with a pair of genuine 1911 headlamp 
brackets for his Overland recently, and can’t 
wipe the smile of his face! He’s now on the 
lookout for a pair of headlamps to fit them.

Gore  Jim McFadzien
Our Spring Run coincided with the West 

Otago A&P Show 100 Year Anniversary, 
so this was our venue. The route took 
cars through Waikaka, Merino Downs, and 
over Wooded Hill Road to the Tapanui 
Racecourse, where we had pride of place 
with other classics. We also went in the 
Grand Parade. Some of us would have seen 
tractor dancing for the first time. The local 
Vintage Tractor Club has a routine which is 
so popular they are asked to other events. 
All the tractors are International Rowcrop 

Central Hawkes Bay: Nick Boblea’s shed.

Wayne & Shona Richard’s 1903 Oldsmobile.
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machines which can pivot on the spot.
Seventeen cars faced the starter at our 

6th Josephville Hill Climb – a 1927 Riley 
Special and a 1932 Singer were the oldest 
entrants, and fairly evenly matched.

A Special from Dunedin called a Furi 
Impulse powered with a super-charged 
Hillman Imp engine, was only beaten by 
one second by a Formula Ford which once 
again took fastest time of the day with 
27.27 seconds. Two elderly Jaguar Saloons 
performed well, but the 4.2 litre transplant 
in the MK II had the edge on the 3.4 litre 
Mk I. A couple of new entries fronted up, a 
Sunbeam Alpine V8 and a Chev Corvette 
however the one with the bowtie emblem 
beat the one with the oval in the engine 
room. In a quiet and efficient manner the 
little Porsche 911 beat them both, but a tidy 
Ford Anglia GT kept him honest.

This tarseal event is probably harder 
on drivers than cars. After take off only 
two gear changes are needed, then into a 
sweeping curve to your right – which end is 
going to let go? Straighten up for the wheels 
to come down, eye up the apex to the left 
curve, keep off the deer fence and you’re 
onto brakes. You have finished, wasn’t so 
bad! Put this venue on your calendar for 
2012. Come and see other cars competing 
and bring yours, we’re only here once!

Hawke’s Bay   Esther Smith
Summer keeps trying to appear and 

branch members have had the opportunity 
to do some good motoring. First off was 
the annual Homestead run, which always 
draws a big crowd, this year 70 cars, about 
200 people. Starting at the Farmers Market 
which provided a great opportunity to stock 
up on goodies for lunch, then off to Kelvin 
Taylor’s to see his immaculate collection of 
Vintage and Veteran cars, such as an FN, 
1917 Overland and a collection of model 
Ts. This was a bit of an eye opener for many 
members who did not realise the collection 
existed. 

Our second stop was Horonui Station, 
owned by John and Pauline Campbell. The 
branch had last visited this venue about 
13 years ago and soon after that visit 
a fire consumed most of the homestead 
although there was time to save some 
family heirlooms. The house has been 
rebuilt in a similar fashion and we had a 
wonderful picnic in the garden under the 
grand old trees.

Venue three was the home of Paul and 
Deborah Holmes, Paul gave us a tour of 
the expansive and immaculate grounds, 
telling us stories and the history of the 
house in his trademark ebullient manner. 

A volunteer’s barbecue was held to 
thank the many branch members who 

contribute to the operation of the branch in 
so many different ways.

The December run included a visit to 
view and admire the completed siteworks for 
the new clubrooms. Plans have been lodged 
for building consent, so all that’s needed 
now is to sell the existing clubrooms.

Horowhenua  Peter Nightingale
Our Tararua Trundle (annual Rally) 

went off well. The task of organiser was 
given over to one of the Club Captain’s 
team members who decided to write the 
instructions in a slightly different way.

Your radiator is always pointing north.
East at second intersection
West at the beach turn off etc.
Well if you want an argument as to 

which way north east or west is just ignore 
the first instruction and see what happens!

I am glad to say it was a great day and 
all 22 cars and one motor bike got back for 
lunch after about 80 miles.

A lot of discussion has taken place on the 
suggestion of emailing branch magazines. 
The general concerns are the number of 
copies the branch would have to print to 
have them available at clubnight. The cost 
saving we feel would be nil and a lot more 
work.

We use the magazines as an archive 
record cutting and pasting relevant pages 
into a scrap type folder to record interesting 
and historical happenings of the branch. 
As most now have photos it is an ongoing 
document of cars and people.

The restoration of the year was awarded 
to Verdon Heath for his nicely restored 
Saab 96 841cc two stroke.

Another member Tony Wallace made 
the night with a demo of his Go-kart. Tony 
raced in the hey day of karting at a National 
level and has recreated his 1960s kart, a 
high revving super fast machine with a 
Komet motor. The kart is capable of pulling 
19,000 revs and 148 km per hour. Graham 
McKenzie took it for a spin in the adjoining 
paddock. 

King Country  Norma Dougherty
Our Journey Through Time Rally is over 

for another year. Mayor Sue Morris of the 
Ruapehu District Council was on hand to 
welcome the visitors and to send them on 
their merry way with a wave of her tea 
towel, as is her custom. This year we were 
able to show our participants the streets 
that were named after past Mayors on the 
tour around town. We then headed south 
on SH4 and travelled down the Waitea 
Branch Road to Kakahi village, along the 
metalled Whakapapa Road to Owhango. 
This section contained ten silent checks, 
some of which were difficult for the naviga-

Borgward

Horowhenua: Chairman Graham test drive.

In the pits, Tony and Graham Mckenzie.

Start of the Tararua Trundle 2011.
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tors to discover. After leaving Owhango 
we travelled down the winding metal 
Kawautahi Road to Kaitieke. This is one 
of the three roads into the Kaitieke Valley 
and the one least used by the locals. For the 
afternoon we travelled back to Taumaranui 
on the Kaitieke Road which is also metal 
and winding but with magnificent views 
of the countryside and mountains, then 
out to the model dinosaur at Raurimu. We 
returned via Owhango to Taumaranui. 
Our visitors had plenty of metal roads to 
travel on this year. We had visitors from 
many parts of the North Island including 
Rotorua, Bay of Plenty, Auckland, Waikato, 
Wanganui and Northland. 

The overall winners of the rally were 
Graeme and Raewyn Fenn, driving a 
1937 Graham Crusader from the Bay of 
Plenty Branch. Second equal were Phil and 
Gae Menzies driving a 1965 Ford Zodiac 
(Rotorua) and John Hughes and Eleanor 
Holt, (Northland), driving a Triumph 2500. 
That evening we had a prize giving dinner 
at the Cossie Club, before rushing home to 
see some World Cup Rugby.

We have had our regular monthly 
runs on a Sunday afternoon to a variety 
of places. In late October we had a visit 
from John Foot, the VCCs North Island 
Club Captain. John and Shirley are good 
company, and really live the VCC experi-
ence. It was very pleasing to be part of 
the presentation of 25-year badges by John 
to Claude Swanson, and Colin Manning. 
Both were active members in the early 
years of this Branch, Colin with his 1938 
Chrysler, then Morris Minors, and Claude 
best known for his Mk 4 Zephyr, which he 
still owns. Then it was Colin’s turn. How 

many remember that Colin plotted our first 
open invitation rally, which in the year 
following turned into Steve Maunder’s first 
Journey Through Time. 

Manawatu  Allan Hardacre
The branch has been busy adding 

colour to the Feilding Christmas parade. 
Manawatu Branch has what can be called a 
sub branch in Feilding as Chairman Alistair, 
Club Captain Dave and other committee 
members hail from this hallowed burg. We 
all still love a parade, especially if we can 
show our pride and joy off to the public 
and as a result these events are always well 
supported by members. 

Our old mate Don Heayns has had to 
move into hospital care. Don has been a 
member of the club for over 35 years and 
was well known for his remarkable touch 
with spraying lacquer. He’s finished many of 
the cars around the region and less known 
is his collaboration with a local artist to 
create some amazing works of abstract art, 
all flawlessly finished in the vivid tones 
of auto lacquer. The club recently had a 
Sunday run that stopped at Metlife Care, 
where Don lives, to present him with his 35 
year badge and to have a bit of a yarn about 
the good old days in the club.

New Year’s Day in the Manawatu is 
always good; the roads are relatively clear 
and the weather usually OK and best of 
all, Len Haycock organises the New Year’s 
day run. This is a rather informal day out, 
meaning that I don’t think that even Len 
knows where we are off to before he has had 
breakfast. This year we wound around the 
countryside north west of Bulls arriving at 
the Bulls scout hall in time for a good yarn 

over lunch. 

Marlborough  The Major
A grand occasion on 18 December was 

John White’s 90th Birthday party. John’s 
great love over the years has been motor-
cycling, having entered in every national 
motorcycle event since its inception, 
mainly astride his Douglas twin. He was 
a founder member of Wellington Branch, 
then moved to Manawatu, Nelson and 
finally Marlborough, where we have a very 
active motorcycle section. Hearty congratu-
lations John. John was our recently retired 
Beaded Wheels scribe and I now have the 
responsibility of following his lead.

Labour weekend, our branch held 
a campout to the Ure Valley, where the 
landowner gave us a local geography lesson 
including a gas flow coming out of the 
hillside and a stream coming through a gap 
in the cliff called Saw Cut Gully.

An excellent turnout of members on 7 
November, we had a great run to Jena and 
Chris Richards’ farm property. Chris cares 
for a 1929 Hudson Six which has been in 
his family since new, never been off the 
road, never been restored, just maintained. 
One of those few vehicles that are a real 
time warp and a treasure. 

A good contingent motored over the 
hill to our neighbouring branch Nelson 
to attend the biennial rally in November. 
What a great weekend with wonderful 
roads. We arrived at Pigeon Valley 
Steam complex to meet members of the 
Canterbury Branch who were on their 
annual show weekend tour. Also a group 
of Vintage motorists from the Wairarapa. 
Of interest at the complex was the world’s 

King Country: Adam and Joseph Young with the 1926 Model T

Manwatu: The Lambie’s Chrysler 77 in 
Christmas drag.

Marlborough: John White’s 90th 
birthday.
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only operational steam driven aerial log 
recovery winch. The operator could barely 
be seen for clouds of steam. Amazing to 
see. St Andrews Day was a good excuse for 
a big light-hearted entertainment at our 
Wednesday morning tea break. A suspect 
looking piper in full Scottish regalia, piped 
in a haggis, assisted by his ghilles. The 
haggis was addressed and much laughter 
and bonhomie was entered into. To cap 
it all off Bruce Matthew’s Scottish terrier 
Fergus was inducted into the spare parts 
crew as our Mascot. Now that is surely a 
national club first. 

Our weekly spare parts open morning is 
on a Wednesday and there is often up to 40 
members present. Much gets done, midst 
banter and laughter. 

We combined our monthly Noggin and 
Natter on 15 December with the Ashburton 
Branch, who were on tour in our region at 
the time. 

January 2 is now a tradition in our 
branch in the form of a run to the Harris 
Bach in the Marlborough Sounds. Always 
a favourite with the members and as always 
Trevor and Doreen Harris are our generous 
hosts. 

Nelson  Jenny Conlon
The November weekend of 11–13 saw 

Nelson hold the Biennial Rally with the 
Marlborough Branch, with Canterbury and 
Wairarapa Branches visiting. The Rally was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. Thanks 
goes to all those hard workers behind the 
scenes to make it a great success. Trevor 
and Colleen Carston’s 1912 Rover Clegg 12 
was People’s Choice. This newly restored 
vehicle is one they must be very proud of.

Club run on November 10 was an oppor-
tunity for members to secure themselves 
some treasures out of the VCC garage to 
enable an overdue cleanup. 

Also this day saw a visit to Derek and 
Judy Thomason’s Ford Spares. Derek also 
spoke about his recent trip to USA, at 
Bonneville and places of interest. One of 
his talks was on his assistance with the 
running of a Model A and Model T Ford 
attempting to break speed records.

December club night was something 
different by the way of Fish/Chips in the 
gardens at Broad Green House and a look 
through one of Nelson’s notable historic 
houses.

Finally for December the Club Run and 
Christmas Picnic at Wai-iti Domain, an 
annual event for friends and family to end 
the year.

January 15 will see the Monte Carlo Stop 
Over in Nelson as part of the drive through 
to Wanganui for the VCC International 
Rally 2012. Also in March is the Nelson 

Building Society 150th Anniversary Tour 
15th – 20th and this incorporates the West 
Coast Branch – Scenicland Rally.

The New Year will be kicking off to an 
exciting start and enjoyable motoring.

Northland  Terry Lambess
Our October Club Night was one of 

the best attended for a long time thanks 
to Peter West-Hill who arranged for Ivan 
Dunn and Susan Horobin to bring their 
Russian motorcycles along to our clubrooms 
for us to see and hear of their travels 
through Russia.

Ivan and Susan joined a group of 19 other 
motorcyclists making up the tour group. 
They were to be riding Dnepr motorcycles 
(very similar to the Ural bikes) and all were 
fitted with sidecars. At this point Ivan and 
Susan did a crash-course learning to handle 
a sidecar! The bikes they were all going to 
ride were not “factory fresh” machines, they 
had been dragged out of barns, sheds and 
wherever else they could be found. The 
bikes were then rebuilt to be used on the 
tour and what a tour it was. For one thing 
all the bikes had the sidecar wheel also 
driving (another learning curve). These are 
big heavy military machines, they even had 
machine-gun mounts and a shovel fitting 
in a special holder on the side-car! Susan 
and Ivan travelled over 5,000 kms through 
places most of us had never even heard of, 
on roads ranging from mountain tracks to 
four lane highways, getting lost (panic), 
GPS not working sometimes (more panic), 
losing brakes ending up hard against a van’s 
rear. Their journey finally ended at Genoa 
where they made the arrangements to ship 
their bikes to New Zealand. Several of the 
members of the tour pulled out, some due to 
mechanical failures, others found the going 
too tough. It appears Ivan and Susan’s bikes 
gave the least trouble even though Susan’s 
diff-drive failed but was repaired overnight 
by the young female support mechanic. 
Susan remarked that her bike vibrated so 
badly it took quite a long time for hands 
and arms to return to normal. Our branch 
was lucky to see these very machines in our 
clubrooms and talk with Susan and Ivan on 
what was a most entertaining evening.

North Otago  Judith and John Miller
The North Otago Branch has had a busy 

start to the summer programme. Our newly 
elected Club Captain has held a lot of 
successful events. One being a visit to Rod 
Tempero’s body workshop, where the high 
standard of workmanship amazed members. 
The first Jack Crump Trial has been 
completed and a very successful Windsor 
Rally was held in early December around 
the North Otago hinterland on a beautiful 

Northland: Susan’s bike, and it’s 2 wheel drive.

Branch members discussing features of the Dneprs. 

sunny day. Ray McCallion’s organisation 
ran like clock-work. We had entries from 
Christchurch to Dunedin. There were a 
number of Veteran and Vintage vehicles of 
a high standard, Ford Model Ts, 1918 Buick. 
The eye-catching 1923 Delauney-Bellville. 
A 1925 Master 6 Buick 7 seater tourer, 
128" wheel base, 255ci 70hp belonging to 
N Rooney is a great example of a large 
American touring car, suitable for the 
poor road conditions of the time. Another 
notable car and quite rare is Charles Walsh’s 
1952 Ford V8 Crestline Victoria hard–top 
coupe, left hand drive, a very original car 
with low mileage. SV V8 255 ci, 125hp 
motor, compared with the 239ci standard 
110 hp. The car has 114" wheel base, three 
speed gear box with two speed overdrive, 
and 23 mpg is attainable at the legal limit. 
A nice perky cruiser.

Quite noticeable is the trend to later 
model cars on our runs and rallies, reflecting 
our ageing members, making use of power 
steering, automatics and air conditioning 
in later models, but still eligible cars. It just 
means they can enjoy our motoring hobby 
longer. 

Our next major event is the All British 
Day on 18 February 2012. Featuring 
Morgan, and we look forward to hosting a 
large contingent of British cars of all makes 
and ages for mid summer motoring. 

North Shore  Mary Lloyd
Our monthly Club Run was to a private 
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vehicle collection in Warkworth. This was 
VCC members’ heaven with innovative 
landscaping using old cars, earthmoving 
equipment and interesting collections 
of memorabilia from dolls and prams 
to number plates and just about every-
thing else. The property also included an 
SPCA animal shelter with adorable strays 
for adoption. A few members found this 
irresistible and adopted a kitten or two. 
There was also a retro shop raising funds for 
the shelter. 

Several of our members took part in 
the Northland Branch Far North Tour. A 
thoroughly enjoyable event with 72 cars 
participating. Our Chairman, Paul Collins, 
wife Kathy and Rita Jorgensen experienced 
a few diff problems and Rita’s Chrysler 
had the indignity of travelling back to 
Warkworth on a tow truck to be replaced 
with the Collins’ Hillman. 

The new shed, after much wringing of 
hands and gnashing of teeth was closed in 
in time for the Swap Meet and Car Show 
which was very successful and encouraging 
for future such events. Our Gymkhana and 
Christmas Party was held with challenging 
games set to test the cars to the limit 
especially the Vintage. Great fun though 
even if there were near divorces in a couple 
of cases! Santa arrived to save the day with 
presents for the kids and heaps of lollies to 
sweeten everyone. A pot luck Christmas 
dinner followed and this was enjoyed by 
everyone.

Otago  Ralph Harrison
The first event of a busy November 

and December was the annual Taieri Tour 
on Saturday 5 November with new snow 
on the hills around Dunedin. Sixty-seven 

vehicles including three motorcycles took 
part. We started at the branch clubrooms 
and then travelled around Dunedin City to 
Mosgiel and on to the North Taieri church 
hall for our lunch stop.

On to Outram Hall where we took part 
in competitions all to do with motoring. 
There was a short rally route to return to 
Dunedin. A prize-giving and dinner was 
held that night in the branch clubrooms.

The November Veteran and Commercial 
rally saw 19 vans, trucks, cars and one 
motorcycle take part with vehicles covering 
the decades from the 1910s to the 1970s. 
This year the route took us North via the 
Otago harbour industrial area, North East 
Valley to a timed section on the Old North 
Road.

By some strange coincidence four out of 
the five T Fords were within seconds of the 
correct time while one of the Morris Minors 
was spot on. We continued on the Coast 
Road to Karatane for lunch in beautiful 
sunny weather. We retraced our drive and 
finished back at the branch clubrooms 
for afternoon tea and prize giving.
The winner of the Veteran section was 
Wayne Henderson in a 1915 T Ford. Dave 
Cunningham won the Commercial class in 
a 1978 Austin Maxi and Colin Pearce won 
the supporters class in a 1972 Falcon.

The sparkaholics November run had 26 
people turn out in their club cars to lunch 
at Lake Waihola Tavern and then onto 
Milton Woollen Mill.

December fourth was the day of the 
Whizzing around the Taieri moped tour. 
It started at Wingatui and the 26 entrants, 
some from as far away as Timaru and 
Invercargill cruised around the Taieri 
Plains in beautiful weather. A speed event 

was included this year and speeds ranged 
between 35kph to 56kph, there was also a 
ford to cross where some riders got wet feet. 
Lunch was at the Taieri Historical Park 
followed by a 12 mile slog to Berwick to look 
at some old flood control pumps and then 
another 12 miles to Allanton for a cuppa. 
Then back to Wingatui a total of 40 miles. 
Only three did not finish, one puncture 
and one with mechanical problems and an 
electrical powered mountain bike expired 
only after half of the run. The Sparkoholics 
group had a Christmas lunch at the Hotel 
Taieri and the branch Christmas BBQ was 
held at Whare Flat Waiora Scout Camp, 
the final club night for the year was held on 
16 December with a potluck supper. 

The branch extends a warm welcome to 
new members Geoff and Barbara Anderson 
who drive a 1978 Alfa Sud Ti 1.3 and to 
Alistair Pegg and Loralei Hart who have 
transferred from Nelson. 

2011 Taieri Tour Results

Veteran 
John Chynoweth   1918 Buick
 & Sharon Chambers 
Vintage  
Richard & Jan Muir  1930 Model A 
PV 
Robert McAuliffe   1937 Ford 
PWV 
Kevin Fowler   1950 Jowett 
P60V
Peter Daniell   1964 Holden 
Motorcycle Post Vintage
Ron Gilbert   1979 BMW 
Overall Field Tests
Richard & Jan Muir  1930 Model A 
Overall Winner :  
Richard & Jan Muir  1930 Model A

North Otago: Neil Rooney’s 1925 Buick Master tourer.

North Otago: Charles Walsh’s 1952 Ford 
Crestline Victoria.

North Shore: Peter and Heather Lloyd’s 1967 
Morris van.
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Hard Luck  
Mark & Nicola Wilkinson  1962 Mini
Peoples Choice
1939 Chevrolet – Nola & Alistair Day 
Overall Time Trial
1942 BSA – Bruce Murray 

Rotorua  Evan Dorrington
November 2011 had the Rotorua Branch 

rallying by rail. Not just once, but twice.
On Saturday 5 November, 37 members 

travelled to Taumaranui where we joined 
the overlander train for a journey over 
the Raurimu Spiral to Ohakune. The trip 
included the National Park railway station 
and negotiation of two towering viaducts 
usually viewed with awe from below.

The smooth ride up the spiral was accom-
panied by a commentary highlighting views 
of the line as it wound through circles and 
tunnels both above and below our train.

Soon after Ohakune we had a too brief 
stopover at the Waiouru Army Museum 
before moving on to Taupo’s Stag Park 
truckstop for dinner and a study of a host 
of giants of the road at rest for the weekend.

The new 18 kilometre Taupo bypass is 
a great boon to through traffic and we 
checked it out on our way home to Rotorua.

Rotorua’s rail service closed some 
ten years ago, but on 16 November our 
mid-weekers travelled by unique rail cruisers 
from Mamaku to Tarukenga and back.

A rail cruiser is comfortably heated, has 
spacious seating for four with unrestricted 
viewing. The vehicle is electrically powered 
with a petrol motor to provide electrical 
generating during uphill travel only. 
Cruising speed is 20kph.

The service includes a commentary. 
This newly opened nine km section of the 
old railway line is the first stage of a plan 
to re-open the 86 kilometre line between 

Putaruru and Rotorua. Nowhere else in the 
world can you experience this type of rail 
travel, yet!

Southland    Malcolm Hodgkinson
The south of the country had some 

fantastic weather leading up to Christmas, 
which was great for motoring events on both 
four and two wheels. Several VCC members 
from Southland and Otago travelled to 
Kingston recently for the reopening of the 
Kingston Flyer. This was a super day out 
and there was certainly an impressive line 
up of vehicles for the display. It was a 
great sight to see the Southland Branch 
Darracq parked alongside the Kingston 
Flyer. Several of our members enjoyed an 
almost trouble free 180km run to Kingston. 

The Southland Branch also held their 
annual Arrowtown Motorcycle Rally prior 
to Christmas. This is always a popular event 
and again was held in superb weather. Field 
tests were held on the Sunday morning 
which were organised by Arthur Warren. It 
is amazing how Arthur comes up with such 
bizarre ideas each year. I was the overall 
winner myself, which now gives me the 
pleasure of organising the 2012 rally!

During the Burt Munro Challenge 
weekend our branch ran a very successful 
Motorcycle Show in the Otatara 
Community Hall where an amazing array 
of machines from all eras were on display. 
This proved to be a very popular event and 
thanks must go to Russell McIvor and his 
able assistants.

Some branch members have been very 
busy over the festive break preparing their 
vehicles for the lengthy trek north to 
Wanganui. Having just been in that area 
over Christmas I know they will travel 
some interesting roads. However, I do hope 

that speeds are considerably slower than 
those I experienced at the Boxing Day 
Cemetery Circuit at Wanganui.

South Canterbury  Bill Weir
VCC Motorcycle Rally 5 November 

2011- The annual rally organised this year 
by Neil Manchester. The bikes gradually 
gathered in numbers outside the clubrooms 
until a good sized muster was evident. 
And what a selection there was. Indian, 
Harley, Triumph, Norton, Royal, Enfield, 
Matchless, AJS, Velocette to name a few, 
with some very nice eye-catching bikes 
present especially from the 20s era.

Vet, Vin And Commercial Run – There 
was a welcome break in the spring rain for 
the Veteran, Vintage and Commercial run 
held on November 20. About 50 members 
and their families in 22 vehicles and one 
motorcycle enjoyed 50 miles of very pleasant 
motoring out through Beaconsfield, and 
the Pareora Gorge to Cave and then back 
through Pleasant Point to Seadown for a 
picnic lunch at John and Esmay Kyle’s farm.

South Otago   John Cook
South Otago Branch members put on 

quite an impressive display at the South 
Otago A & P Show in the new Cross 
Recreation Centre in November. Altogether 
there were 14 cars and an Indian motor 
cycle dating back from the 1930s through 
to the 1960s displayed. We were also asked 
to help transport our local Show Queen 
contestants for the day and so seven lucky 
cars and drivers had this pleasure. This 
was a good opportunity for our cars to be 
seen by the public and many compliments 
were given to how they were presented. 
It’s nice to hear the feed back from young 
and old alike. We also attended the Milton 

Otago: Otago blokes enjoying themselves on the 
Veteran and Commercial Rally.

Right: Moped and scooter riders take the corner.
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A & P Show day a fortnight later on an 
extremely hot day. A big thank you to 
members who can give their time and cars 
for these occasions.

New in the garage this month we 
have Paul and Kaye McNabb with a 1929 
Briggs body Model A Ford, Ian and Wilma 
McDonald with a 1972 Honda 350 motor-
cycle and David and Kathy Renton with a 
1976 Triumph 2500. 

Taranaki   Colin Johnston
Our branch is now 50 years old. Our 

Clubrooms at Waiongana have had articles 
donated to the club recently and have been 
attached to the walls creating an impres-
sive display of number plates, car badges 
and rally plaques. Most of these articles 
have been donated by Wally and Rosalane 
Hunt, including two display boards of car 
badges inserted into two Austin radiator 
surrounds. 

The branch has purchased some of the 
number plates from collections to complete 
the set and other members have donated 
rare service car plates to give a very inter-
esting display of all the registration plates 
from 1924 up to and including the black on 
yellow, white on brown and the black and 
silver aluminum. Books and parts have also 
been donated recently to the branch from 
members of the public who have seen or 
heard of our activities.

Mark Masters gave us a very interesting 
talk with photos at the December Noggin 
and Natter about his and wife Shelia’s 
recent trip from England through Russia, 
China and Mongolia in their 1949 MG TC 
that he restored specially for this adventure. 
It was a very eventful motoring time and 
the trials and tribulations that they endured 
on this trip were amazing.

Some of our members supported the 
Christmas parades held around Taranaki by 
driving their cars in the many parades. This 
gives our club great publicity and we heard 
very favourable comments of appreciation 
from the organisers. Thanks to all those 
who attended the parades.

A DVD slide show containing around 
440 photos has been made of our 50th 
Jubilee Rally and is available at a cost of 
$20. Phone 06 754 6216 if you would like 
one. Coverage of the 50th Jubilee celebra-
tion Rally of our branch appears elsewhere 
in this issue of Beaded Wheels. 

Taupo  Greg Nattrass
November club night once again saw the 

‘Boys & Girls’ go their own way again. The 
girls had an introduction to a Thin Lizzie 
cosmetics night conducted by club member 
Lorraine Chave, while the boys visited the 
Green energy centre on the Napier-Taupo/ 
bypass road corner. This centre is totally 
self-sufficient, producing its own power and 
heating. 

Past Chairman Norman organised the 
monthly run, being the Chairman’s run, it 
saw three cars (all being red and convert-
ibles) heading for Tauranga. A relaxing 
weekend with lots of shopping and social-
ising, then returning to Taupo via the 
Kaimais and Tirau.

December is the month of our Posh 
Afternoon tea, which this year was held 
in the grounds of the Kinloch community 
hall. A great day with a pleasing turnout 
and a chance to get out, give the cars a run 
and enjoy each other’s fellowship before the 
pressures of Christmas set in.

Club night is our annual Christmas 
party, once again a great get together. The 
turnout was beyond the expectations of 
those that had planned the night with an 

Southland: The reopening of the Kingston Flyer of our branch Darracq and the Kingston Flyer. South Canterbury: Neil Manchester and Russell 
Dale on the SCVCC Motor Cycle Rally

John Kyle taking members for a ride on the tractor 
and trailer.

Cars parked at the Kyle’s property on the Vet, Vin, 
Commercial run.

Start of the Vet, Vin, and Commercial Run
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extra table having to be set to accommo-
date the members. The usual hilarity was 
enjoyed.

Our sympathies go out to the family 
on the passing of Barry Williamson, a 
past member of our club and a long time 
resident of Taupo, who had since moved to 
Hawke’s Bay a few years ago for his retire-
ment.

Those who competed in the 2011 
Goodyear Taupo rally and are coming 
back to do the 2012 rally are in for a 
more challenging rally this year. Organisers 
have two routes planned, one for the more 
modern, faster cars, and the other catering 
for the older, slower cars.

Waikato  Jeremy Brook
The branch went to the ‘Brits at the 

Beach’ at Tairua with Jenny and Ian Patton 
winning best original car with a Jaguar XK 
150. 

Club meetings have involved a Nothing 
Trivial Evening with lots of prizes and good 
humour. The December meeting was a 
screening of The Bucket List movie, with ice 
cream and lollies supplied. 

The motorcycle section involved a visit 
to Fred Rix’s collection of cars and bikes in 
Huntly, including an early Sun motorcycle, 
and then on to Des O’Sullivan’s collection 
of military memorabilia including his Mark 
10 Chieftain Tank. The section’s last visit 
of the year was a tour of Dave Nordells’ 
restoration workshop at KihiKihi. Dave is 
involved in Bugatti restorations, with much 
interest shown in the type 44 engine. 

The branch had a final social evening 
on 10 December with everyone dressed in 
their finest old-fashioned garb. Dinner suits 
that had not seen the light of day for some 
time were daringly donned, and the women 
looked very tasteful in their finest evening 
dresses. All very ooh la la.

New Year’s Day 2012 was a very popular 
cruise on Lake Maraetai on the paddle boat 
Otunui.

By the time of publishing we will have 
returned from the 2012 International Rally 
in Wanganui and will be taking some well 
earned rest, ready to face a new year of 
motoring events! 

Wairarapa  Kevin Ball
Two major events brought Wairarapa’s 

year to a successful end. One was the 
eight-day Peter Chisholm Memorial 
Economy Trial, organised by Tony and 
Myrna Lane, and the other was a Gold 
Medal Motorcycle Rally.

The Peter Chisholm trial usually 
involves a lengthy excursion. One year it 
took cars to Whangarei, where they teamed 
up with that branch’s Far North Tour to 

Cape Reinga. This year 26 people in 12 cars 
headed south, across Cook Strait to Picton 
and then on to Nelson, Takaka (including 
a drive up Farewell Spit), Westport and 
Greymouth. There, friendly locals stored 
the cars while the team caught the Trans 
Alpine Express to and from Christchurch. 
Then it was on to Blenheim and the return 
ferry crossing. A total distance of 891 miles.

All the travellers got a commemora-
tive t-shirt. The fuel economy prize went 
to Branch Chairman Neville Taylor, 1965 
MG B Roadster with 37.5mpg while the 
worst was Peter Groves’ A55 Cambridge 
with 28.58mpg. The Wotabummer Trophy 
went to Chris Slater, who got his immacu-
late “new” 1930 Model A on the road three 
days before the event and spent much time 
in his overalls sorting teething problems. 
He completed the run, as did all the 
entrants.

Twenty-six motorcycles wended their 
way around eastern Wairarapa in the Gold 
Medal Rally. The overall winner was Will 
Holmes, riding his Indian Scout, with New 
Plymouth entrant Willie Wood taking the 
Bull Family Shield astride his Matchless 
350.

Gold medals were awarded to Will 
Holmes and Graham Reidy on the long 
course and Barry and Linda Wells (BSA 
combination) and Graham Clark (K125 
Suzuki) on the short. Silvers went to Neville 
Taylor, Willy Wood, Dave Henwood, J. Neal 
and Tony Bernstein. 

Waitemata   Diane Humphreys
Our monthly club nights (while 

the Takapuna Boating Club building is 
under repair) are spent in the comfort 
of the North Shore Branch Clubrooms, 
the Victorian villa atop a green knoll in 

Albany. Some of us are getting a little soft, 
certainly getting older, but dare I say, it’s 
nice being able to enjoy the comfort of 
carpeted floor, a kitchen with good facili-
ties, and being able to sit around a proper 
table. Having started my Vintage motoring 
life on the Shore in the North Shore 
Branch and having been involved with the 
original clubroom development I can at last 
enjoy the old house in its finished state. 
Thanks to the North Shore Branch for the 
opportunity and for coming to our rescue.

Our annual Chelsea Hill climb held on 
Sunday 6 November 2011 was, as always, a 
great event. The weather threatened rain 
but the day remained fine and a little blue 
peeked through the clouds occasionally. 
There was plenty of spectator value, and a 
surprising number of spectators considering 
we don’t promote the event in any way. We 
had a good variety of entrants including 
Robert McNair in his recently completed 
1931 Gypsy Riley Special. There was a good 
selection of motorcycles and no vehicles 
younger than 1960. Our Branch continues 
a membership with a high percentage of 
Vintage vehicles and Chelsea Hill climb 
continues to be a ‘Vintage’ hill climb.

Almost immediately after having put 
the Chelsea haybales away, checked the air 
in the tyres and looked over the motor, the 
‘speed’ Waitemata’ites joined forces with 
the Historic Racing Register and headed 
to Taupo for a weekend of track racing. A 
great weekend was had with a wet track 
on Sunday seeing a few ballet moves being 
perfected with no damage done to man or 
machine.

Our last event for 2011, the annual 
New Year Bash at Castle Gairdner, always 
good fun, where the hosts John and Marj 
Gairdner have a BBQ, some musical enter-

Wairarapa: Chris Slater’s newly-restored 1930 Model A.
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tainment and we all try to stay awake 
until midnight! Those who don’t succeed 
get a rude awakening with the midnight 
fireworks! 

Roll on 2012, where our first event will 
be the Springhill Airstrip Sprint and that 
should get us in the right mood for The 
Roycroft Trophy Meet at Hampton Downs 
14-15 April 2012.

Wellington   Ray Betteridge
Things really cranked up in November 

– starting with our Annual Rally. We 
were honoured by the attendance of the 
NI Club Captain John Foote and his wife 
Shirley. John presented 50-year badges to 
Jack Watson and Robin Barnes and 35 year 
badges to Don Hawkes, Roland Ward, Brian 
Christianson, Robbie Taylor and Terry 
Mathers. 

The November Rally chose a fine 
day with a good turn out, a variety of 
challenges and a picnic at Southward Car 
Museum. Results were: 1st Kim Rose & Ron 
Mather in 1932 Austin 12/L1; 2nd Kevin 
and Joanna Buck 1935 Ford V8; 3rd Equal 
Martin and Emma Purdy 1930 Model A 
Ford; Peter Kelly and Orsie Bacskai 1930 
Model A Ford; Motorcycle and Kilmister 
Trophy Les Thorpe 1954 Norton. 

Annual awards were cleaned up by 
the Garmonsways with Stan taking the 
Challenge Trophy and Kate the Navigator 
of the Year. The Club Captain’s Award 
went to David Crooks for his endless efforts 
in the library.

For our November clubnight Michael 
Taylor produced his 1919 Packard limo. We 
could probably hold next year’s dinner in 
this – what a fabulous machine.

The Children’s Christmas Party was, 

Wairarapa: Will Holmes aboard the Indian with which he took overall honours in the Gold Star Rally.

Wairarapa: Peter Chisholm tour participants sing 
at the Christmas party.

Mike Little brought his 1926 Rudge Whitworth all 
the way from Wairoa for the Gold Star run, only to 
fall by the wayside with mechanical problems.

Waitemata: Richard McWhannell ‘29 Austin 7 
Dieppe Sports at Chelsea Hillclimb.

Keith Humphreys ‘28 Lancia Lambda at Chelsea 
Hillclimb

Wellington: Stan Garmonsway receiving the 
“Challenge Trophy” from Chairman Aaron Janes

Wellington: Miss VCC Wellington contestants!

once again, a big success with a great turn 
out. (This type of event must contribute 
to membership numbers in future genera-
tions). Santa, fire engine rides, a bouncy 
castle and sunburn were order of the day.

Coming home from a motor cycle trial 
in the Wairarapa Des Vinten tried to get 
a free ride in the back of a van, thankfully 
Des is OK and the bike is well on the way 
to recovery.

In December the clubnight started with 
a Christmas barbecue and continued with 
the Miss VCC beauty contest – some of 
these girls (?) needed waxing– lots of laughs 
to top off a good year. 

Wellsford/Warkworth 
  Rita Jorgensen

For some years now our motorcycle rep 
Tom Belch and wife Maureen have hosted 
a fish and chip lunch at their home at 
Snells Beach near Warkworth starting off 
with Maureen’s renowned scones and jam. 
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West Coast: Members enjoying Christmas at Lake 
Moana.

West Coast: Kevin & Roger “loitering” at Shantytown “with intent”

West Coast: 1929 Austin 7 Van – late Ian Brooks

imparted huge amounts of Christmas cheer 
as he is wont to do on these occasions. The 
membership of the branch continues to 
grow with a wide variety of vehicles coming 
out of the woodwork to park alongside the 
Model As, Chevs and Morris’ that have 
held sway for years. 

On a sadder note, however, our festive 
season was tinged with some sadness as one 
of our members passed away. Ian Brooks 
from Boatmans, near Reefton died after a 

long illness which meant that he was not 
able to enjoy his Vintage vehicles as much 
as he should have. He and his wife Glennis 
were well known in the Reefton area for 
their beautiful little Austin 7 tradesman’s 
van – painted in a splendid white livery. 
“Not the most comfortable ride that I have 
ever had,” Ian was known to have said but 
he was charmed by the little vehicle just as 
the new Canterbury owners will be. 

 BW

West Coast: Kumara Junction start for Christmas Run.

Originally held for motorcyclists of the 
Auckland Branch most now travel up by car 
and local members have joined in.

Tom and Maureen felt they could no 
longer manage the event so this year it was 
held at our clubrooms. They have attended 
many motorcycle runs and rallies around 
the country and are also seen out in their 
1958 Wolseley 1500 saloon. 

On 18 October cars competing in the 
Targa Rally of NZ had a service stop at 
Centennial Park in Wellsford and displays 
at nearby Springhill Farm airstrip. Several 
members checked out the line-up. Some 
of VCC eligibility. Several Ford Escorts, 
an Anglia; 1970 Alfa, 1965 AC Cobra, 
Triumph 2000s. I viewed most of them 
as they passed my house on the highway 
through Wellsford.

John Hempleman addressed our 
November dinner evening. John raced 
motorcycles in the late 1950s and early ‘60s. 
In 1960 he won the 250 and 500 classes 
at the East German Grand Prix – Non 
Championship Race. He finished fifth in 
the 125cc World championship that year. 
He raced on the Isle of Man. 

A life-size cut-out of Vince Martin 
Beaurepair Man was decked out in a Santa 
suit for our Christmas function, as he is my 
man of the moment. I was Mrs Claus and 
handed out presents to one and all. A great 
evening.

West Coast   Robin Ross
A Happy New Year to you all from the 

Sunny West Coast of the South Island. 
Our sympathies go out to all of those other 
members from places in New Zealand that 
have not had the advantage of the warm, 
dry summer that so far that has allowed 
us plenty of good Vintage motoring up 
and down the South Island’s western coast. 
In November we had a club run around 
the greater Greymouth area culminating 
at Shantytown after a bit of orienteering 
practice! Meanwhile, our annual Christmas 
celebration for 2011 was held at Lake 
Moana, where the gathering was able 
enjoy great dining, magnificent views. The 
celebration came at the end of a sparkling 
run which took us from Greymouth to 
Kumara Junction, up SH73 to the Jackson’s 
Hotel, then round the Rotomanu area to 
meet again at the lake at Moana township. 
The venue was The Station House Café, 
with great dining, plenty of food, refresh-
ments and views to be admired. This 
restaurant is a good place for visitors to the 
West Coast to stop and spend some time 
when journeying through our area. Club 
Chairman Roger Devlin made speeches and 



 Beaded Wheels 63

www.scottsrestorations.com email scotts.auto@xtra.co.nz
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0800 658 411

of a lifetime
Insuring you have the rally 

Over 40% of VCC members have their house, contents or cars insured 
with Vero CIS. So why don’t you join them? You’ll receive tailored policies and 
competitive VCC premiums. Vero CIS will also make a contribution to the VCC 
for every policy you take out. 

Vero CIS are proud to be the major 
sponsor of the VCC Rally 2012

For more information about our VCC policies
or to obtain a quotation call us on
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