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ASHBURTON 
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740 
ashburton@vcc.org.nz
AUCKLAND 
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, 
Auckland 1642 
auckland@vcc.org.nz
BANKS PENINSULA  
27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park, 
Christchurch 8042 
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz 
BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140 
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
CANTERBURY 
PO Box 11-082, Sockburn 
Christchurch 8443 
canterbury@vcc.org.nz 
CENTRAL OTAGO 
C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305 
centralotago@vcc.org.nz

CENTRAL HAWKES BAY 
C/- 346 Porangahau Road, RD 2, 
Waipukurau 4282 
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY  
PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo 
Whakatane 3159 
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz 
FAR NORTH 
2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Rd, 
Herekino, RD 1, Kaitaia 0481 
farnorth@vcc.org.nz 
GISBORNE  
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040 
gisborne@vcc.org.nz
GORE  
PO Box 329, Gore 9740 
gore@vcc.org.nz 
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PO Box 3406, Napier 4142 
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
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PO Box 458, Levin 5540 
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C/- 34 House Ave, 
Taumarunui 3920 
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz 
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PO Box 385 
Palmerston North 4440 
manawatu@vcc.org.nz 
MARLBOROUGH 
PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240 
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON  
PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050 
nelson@vcc.org.nz 
NORTHLAND  
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140 
northland@vcc.org.nz 

NORTH OTAGO 
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444 
northotago@vcc.org.nz 
NORTH SHORE  
C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield 
Auckland 1042 
northshore@vcc.org.nz 
OTAGO  
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058 
otago@vcc.org.nz 
ROTORUA  
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040 
rotorua@vcc.org.nz 
SOUTH CANTERBURY  
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910 
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz
SOUTHLAND  
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840 
southand@vcc.org.nz 

SOUTH OTAGO  
C/- M. Tapp, RD 3, Warepa, 
Balclutha 9273 
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO 
PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420 
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI  
C/- 118A Carrington St, 
New Plymouth 4310 
taranaki@vcc.org.nz
TAUPO 
PO Box 907, Taupo 3351 
taupo@vcc.org.nz 
WAIKATO  
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240 
waikato@vcc.org.nz 
WAIMATE  
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924 
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA 
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810 
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz 
WAITEMATA 
C/- 9 Marlborough Ave, Glenfield 
Auckland 0629 
waitemata@vcc.org.nz
WANGANUI  
PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540 
wanganui@vcc.org.nz
WELLINGTON 
PO Box 38-418, Petone, 
Wellington 5045 
wellington@vcc.org.nz 
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH 
PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941  
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz 
WEST COAST  
C/- 92 Dommett Esp,  
Greymouth 7802, 
westcoast@vcc.org.nz Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid 

until October 2013.

PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED 
Submissions of suitable prints and information (where available) are 
always welcome. 
Please send original photographs of historical interest with any available 
information to:  
Beaded Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141.  
Laserprints/photocopies are not suitable.  
Photos will be returned as soon as practicable.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Please note this information changes 
annually - these details are valid until 
October 2013.

PRESIDENT 
John Coomber  
03 348 0062 president@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN NORTHERN REGION 
Bob Ballantyne 
09 444 4066  nicc@vcc.org.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN SOUTHERN REGION 
Alon Mayhew 
03 443 7030 sicc@vcc.org.nz

SECRETARY/ TREASURER 
Michael Lavender  
03 325 5704  hon.sec@vcc.org.nz

REGISTRAR 
Rod Brayshaw 
07 549 4250  registrar@vcc.org.nz

SPEED STEWARD 
Tony Haycock 
03 980 6755  speedsteward@vcc.org.nz

BEADED WHEELS CHAIRMAN 
Kevin Clarkson 
03 385 9821  kevin@vcc.org.nz

Ed Boyd 
06 348 4547  mgmt3@vcc.org.nz

Tony Bartlett 
06 867 9850  mgmt1@vcc.org.nz

Diane Quarrie 
06 876 4009  mgmt2@vcc.org.nz 

VCCNZ ARCHIVIST 
Marilyn McKinlay 
03 349 6951  bmm45@ 
 ext.canterbury.ac.nz

These two photographs are from a collection of Triumph images 
supplied by John Benn. No other details are available and we would 
be keen to hear from any readers who may know more about these 
images.
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The Riddell grandchildren, Cohen and 
Darshae, with the Austin 7 they travelled 
in at the Wairarapa Branch Winter 
Wander, see idle torque page 51. 

This issue has a stunning line-up of 
vehicles for sale, this exceptional Delage 
is now on the market, see page 42
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bygone era, that this magazine is dedicated.
Beaded Wheels – A very apt and well-known title 
however readers may wonder at the origin of the 
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This 1915 Cadillac V8 engine achieved a 
level of success many tried to emulate. 
Kevin Casey explores those that came 
before the Ford, see page 26.



president’s 
message

 Over the years, Queens Birthday 
weekend has usually meant for me an 
annual pilgrimage to the Mackenzie 
country to compete in the Irishman Rally 
in a variety of vehicles. It was always a 
great adventure with friends, and one year 
I even had my name inscribed on the 
runner up trophy. This year saw a change 
of venue for us as we attended the Waikato 
Double Fifty rally and presented a 50 year 
badge to Robert Johnson of Matamata. 
This was our first experience of this well 
known event and a memorable weekend 
for us. I realised what a small world we 
live in when Robert and I discovered that 
we had both played in the Christchurch 
Youth Orchestra 49 years ago, although 
we didn’t know each other then. Robert 
credits his double bass instrument as the 
reason he still has the beautiful Vintage 
Crossley which was a family car over 50 
years ago. This car was the only means 
of transport for the double bass, hence 
the car was kept. He joined the club and 
eventually restored the car to its present 
state. Robert still plays the bass in the 
Waikato Symphony Orchestra and, of 
course, still drives the Crossley. Thanks 
to Greg and Gaynor Terrill for your hospi-
tality and the use of your Daimler car, and 
to Waikato Branch for a wonderful event.

We recently had a situation brought 
to our attention by a member who had 
advertised a car for sale in Beaded Wheels. 
He was contacted by a person overseas 
who wanted to buy the car without having 
it checked, and asked for our member’s 
bank details. He stated that because he 
was travelling, he could not make payment 
by internet banking, but would arrange 
payment by other means. We were all 
suspicious that this could be an attempt 
to scam the member so the bank account 
details were not forwarded. It is a timely 
reminder to members that our magazine is 
read by many thousands of people around 
the world and you should be careful not to 
give your bank account details to anyone 
you do not know. If you are unsure seek 
advice before you make any arrangements. 
There are secure methods of payment 
that any genuine purchaser will be happy 
to use. Likewise with purchases over the 
internet, always remember that if it sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is.

as we see it

In this issue we have another well 
researched and written contribution from 
Kevin Casey of Dunedin. If you thought 
that the Ford V8 of the early ‘30s was new 
and innovative then this article will clear 
away those misconceptions and provide 
excellent information about a plethora of 
early V8 motors and their development 
dating back to the early 1900s. 

Kevin has been a member of the Otago 
Branch for 27 years. He is also an active 
member of the Otago Classic Motoring 
Club and is the editor of their magazine. 
He has a background of working in the 
motor trade as a mechanic for 30 years 
until about 17 years ago when he turned 
his hobby of manufacturing and repairing 
stained glass windows into a full time 
business. His motor trade background 
obviously helps him with his restorations 
and also the understanding of his subject 
when he is writing about old cars. He 
also has considerable expertise in the 
re-enamelling of car badges and similar 
objects and he has helped many members 
with their restorations by making their 
badges look like new again. Another of his 
hobbies he derives much pleasure from is 
delving into the history of old cars, their 
workings and jewellery or shiny bits. 

Kevin has restored several cars over the 
years and currently he drives a rustic 1929 
Nash that we will hear more about in a 
future issue and he also has a very original, 
and very desirable, 1941 Cadillac coupe. I’d 
like to have a drive of that someday! 

Kevin possesses an ability to research 
and write well about his subjects and from 
discussions we have had it seems that we 
will continue to enjoy the results of his 
efforts on a regular basis in future issues. 
He has plenty in the pipeline for us and 
has many ideas for future articles. Articles 
of Kevin’s we have published in the past 
include: Reminiscing With Jack Kane 
in issue 294, The Most Expensive Spark 
Plug Ever made (310), 1920s American 
Companion Cars (317), The end of 
the Chromium Weather (319), and On 
Carriages and Cars (320). We look forward 
to reading more regular contributions from 
Kevin.

 Kevin Clarkson
 Chairman, Beaded Wheels

The national AGM will be held at 
Riccarton Racecourse on 16 – 17 August. 
I hope that a good number of Canterbury 
based people can attend. This year will 
be a special occasion for us as it will 
mark 50 years since Andrew Anderson 
was elected President. We have invited 
Andrew and Molly Anderson to attend 
to mark this occasion. They are both life 
members of this club, and Roger White 
will also attend. These three are the only 
living life members, out of the six who 
have had this honour conferred. I believe 
this will be the first occasion we have had 
all living life members present at a VCC 
occasion since the club was founded. It is 
important to preserve living history like 
this. Molly was the first Beaded Wheels 
editor or chairman and started producing 
the Guff Sheet in 1955, and served in this 
position until 1969. We still refer back to 
some of her early editions for information 
and inspiration today. 

Members will soon receive their survey 
forms, and I encourage you to spend a 
little time filling them out and returning 
them to the National Office. This is your 
chance to have a real say in the future 
direction of this club. It will only cost you 
a stamp and an envelope.

Christine and I look forward to 
meeting many of you at the AGM in 
August. Canterbury Branch have arranged 
a bus tour of the city for all members who 
wish to take part. It is an opportunity for 
members around the country to see what 
has happened to our city and get a sense of 
the devastation we have suffered.

John Coomber
National President
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august
 6 EBOP Branch Dinner 
 7 Wanganui Night Trial
 8 Wellsford/
  Warkworth Prizegiving and Club Night
 10 Canterbury Around The Bays Motorcycle 

Run
 10 Sth Otago Quiz Night
 11 Marlborough Marlborough Sporting Trial
 11 Waikato Motorcycle Run
 14 Bay of Plenty Mid Week Run
 15 Marlborough 10 Pin Bowling
 18 Canterbury High Tea and Run
 18 EBOP Sunday Run
 18 North Shore Triple Combined Rally
 18 Rotorua Mid Week Run
 18 Taupo Club Captain’s Run
 18 Waikato Ladies Rally
 18 Wanganui Sunday Run
 25 Bay of Plenty End of Month Run
 25 Gisborne Navigator’s Run
 25 Wanganui Sunday Run
 29 Southland Auction Night at Clubhouse
 31-2 Waikato Long Weekend Tour
 31 Rotorua Sulphur City Rally

september  
 1 Otago P60V Rally
 1 Wanganui Fathers’ Day run with Clay 

Pigeon Shoot
 7 EBOP Run to Opotiki: Silent Film 

Festival
 7 Marlborough WOF Day
 7 Waimate Swap Meet
 7-8 Wairarapa Peter Smith Memorial Rally  

(Austin Register Run)
 8 Ashburton Opening Run - combined 

with Sth Canterbury Branch
 8 Auckland Annual PV, PWV, P60V, P80V 

Rally
 8 Otago P60 Rally
 8 Sth Canterbury Opening Run
 14 Otago GM Night Rally

 15  Canterbury Motorcycle Rough Run & Vics
 15 Manawatu Vintage Rally
 15 Rotorua Club Run
 15 Taupo Champagne Breakfast Run
 15 Waikato Hillclimb
 15 Wanganui Ladies Run
 21 Ashburton Motorcycle Run
 21 Canterbury Back Country Run
 21 Rotorua Mid Week Run
 21-22 Taranaki Rubber Duckie Motorcycle 

Rally
 25 Canterbury Awards Dinner
 28 Central Otago Blossom Festival Rally
 28 Waikato PV Rally
 28-29 North Shore Spring Tour
 29 Central Otago Swap Meet

 october  
 5 Canterbury Women Drivers Rally
 5 Manawatu Swapmeet
 5 Sth Canterbury Ladies Rally
 6-7 Otago Dunvegan Motorcycle rally
 6 Wairarapa Janice Groves Memorial Run
 11-13 Canterbury Swap Meet
 13 Rotorua Club Run
 15 Rotorua Mid Week Spring Tour
 18-21 Hawke’s Bay Safari Weekend
 19-20 Canterbury Girder Fork Motorcycle Rally
 20 Ashburton Spring Rally
 20 Wanganui Club Run
 20 Taupo Posh Afternoon Tea
 20 Wanganui Sunday Run
 25-28 Gisborne 4th National Commercial Rally
 26-27 Auckland Annual Hunua 100 Rally
 26-28 Canterbury Social Working Bee Weekend
 26-28 Sth Canterbury Mt Cook Rally

november  
 1-3 Banks Peninsula Wigram Revival
 2 Waikato Veteran Rally
 2 Otago Taieri Tour
 3 Canterbury Annual Veteran Rally

 3 Sth Canterbury Motorcycle Rally
 8-10 Sth Canterbury November Safari Rally
 9-10 Wairarapa Peter Chisholm Memorial 

Rally
 10 Canterbury Homestead Run
 10 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
 15-17 Canterbury Show Weekend Tour
 16 Nth Otago Swap Meet
 17 Central Otago Hospice Cruise
 17 Hawke’s Bay Homestead Run
 17 Sth Canterbury Veteran/Vintage/Commercial 

Rally
 17 Waikato Swap Meet
 17 Wanganui  Sunday Run
 22-24 Auckland Annual Motorcycle Rally and 

Swap Meet
 23 Sth Canterbury Night Trial
 23 Canterbury Annual Vintage Rally
 23 Otago Veteran & Commercial Rally
 23-24 Wairarapa Gold Medal Motorcycle Trial
 24 Wanganui Club Run
 24 South Waikato TTT Rally
 30 Banks Peninsula Pomeroy Trophy
 30 Wairarapa Branch 45th Anniversary & 

Christmas Party

VCC Events
This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events  

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to 

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy 
of the dates published in this column we advise readers to 
confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

VCC National Events
2013
National Commercial Rally Gisborne Labour Weekend 
    26-28 October
2014
National Veteran Rally Waikato 19-23 March
Nth Island Easter Rally Central Hawke’s Bay 18-21 April
Sth Island Easter Rally West Coast 

Total     engine overhauls
MOTOR RECONDITONERS 2002 Ltd

• Bearing Remetaling Specialists 
• All Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Full Mechanical Servicing

Contact Jared Hanson
8 Hills Road, Christchurch 8148

PO Box 26 033

Phone (03) 366-0914
Fax (03) 366-0912

Mobile 027 3081 292

Email motorrecon@paradise.net.nz

www.motorreconditioners.co.nz
Shirley
MOTORS
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VCCNZ Inc 
National Office, 

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140 
ph 03 366 4461 fax 03 366 0273  

email admin@vcc.org.nz  
www.vcc.org.nznational office news

Julie Cairns 
National Office Manager

National Annual General Meeting
The Club’s Annual General Meeting 

and Executive Meeting take place in 
Christchurch on 17 August 2013. The 
Executive also meet on 16/17 August. 
(The executive is made up of each branch 
chairman and one other delegate plus the 
management committee). Your delegate 
will report on the proceedings that take 
place. The minutes for the executive 
meeting are distributed to each branch 
secretary and all members will receive 
minutes of the annual general meeting, 
branch office details and a list of calendar 
of events as an insert in the October/
November issue of Beaded Wheels.

All members will have received their 
annual mail-out which this year includes 
a vote on a constitutional change, and for 
those in North Island branches, a vote for 
the National North Island Club Captain’s 
position. Please note that your votes must 
be received at the National Office by 8am 
on Monday 12 August, in the supplied 
ballot envelope.

Branch Annual General Meetings
Branches around the country have all 

held their annual general meetings and 

as a result there are a number of new 
committee members. I would like to 
welcome all the new committees as well 
as thank all those who have stood down, 
for their assistance over the past year(s). 
The work that the committees put in to 
running this Club and assisting with the 
work undertaken by the National Office, is 
greatly appreciated.

VCC ID Card/Authenticity Statement 
Requirements

Vehicle Identity Card/Authenticity 
Statement applications must go to your 
branch which will deal with them. The 
only exception is a straight change of 
ownership with no alterations to a vehicle. 
In this case, ask your branch secretary for a 
VIC Change of Ownership form, complete 
this and return it to the National Office.

All Applications for Vehicle Identity 
Cards and Authenticity Statements MUST 
include photos of the vehicle. Applications 
cannot be processed without these.

If you require a lighting endorsement 
for a vehicle, you must complete both 
the Vehicle Identity Card/Authenticity 
Statement application form and lighting 

endorsement form and return these to your 
branch secretary for processing. 

Change of Address
Please advise the National Office in 

writing if you have changed address or 
vehicle ownership.

Branch Transfer
To transfer between branches complete  

a transfer form. This can be obtained 
through your Branch Secretary.

VCC Speed Events
It is compulsory for any member 

entering a VCC Speed Event to hold a 
current VCC Historic Racing Licence and 
VCC Log Book for the vehicle they are 
using. 

If you currently hold a VCC Historic 
Racing Licence, please keep an eye on the 
expiry date and if it needs renewing please 
forward it, along with $23 and a new one 
will be issued.

All application forms for the above are 
obtainable from your branch, the VCC 
website or the National Office.

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local branch contact details, or contact your local branch directly for 
application forms and details. See page 2.

Lock ring Heavy
and light.
Now available

Beaded edge
Wide range
30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims
Motor cycle rims

Well base Rolled edge.
All sizes

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164
Christchurch 8149
New Zealand
Phone 03 338 4307
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz
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enjoyable life. Any news would be great, 
thanks.

Rob Labes
labesfamily@xtra.co.nz 

Easter Rally Slow Traffic
During Easter I went to Timaru and 

enjoyed a very good Easter Rally run by 
the local branch. When the rally ended I 
left my Vintage in Timaru and travelled 
on to Christchurch for the night. On 
our travels north we passed an Austin 
car that was travelling on the left of the 
road letting all traffic pass it very easily. 
However not much further up the road 
we came across slow traffic and could not 
see the front of the line so had to sit 
behind and go slow. This went on for quite 
some time, past many passing lanes when 
we eventually came across the culprit at 
the end of a passing lane. Here was a 
Chrysler car of Vintage years travelling 
in the middle of the lane and at the end 
of the passing lane it stayed in the centre 
of the lane going north with no regard 
whatsoever for the kilometres of cars it was 
holding up.

Not long after I got past and the road 
was quiet ahead, but as I passed I noticed 
the Easter Rally number still attached so I 
didn’t need the rego number. On checking 
I find the car was that of (name supplied). 

This is just what the club says at every 
rally, including the one that if you want 
to keep our cars on the road you must let 
faster traffic pass. These members obviously 
didn’t known the volume of cars they were 

Hector Stewart Biography
I am completing a biography of Hector 

Halhead “Steam” Stewart, a New Zealand 
steam car engineer. He was born in 1888 
and with his father ran a repair shop in 
Featherstone prior to WW I. Following 
the war, he was bitten by the steam 
bug and travelled to America where he 
signed a contract with the Stanley Motor 
Carriage Company. He imported Stanleys 
into New Zealand in the early 1920s. In 
1924, he went to America again and spent 
three months helping to design the 1925 
Stanley, then visited almost every steam 
car engineer in America before returning 
to New Zealand. In the late 1920s he 
introduced Abner Doble to A & G Price 
and was active in the various steam bus 
projects undertaken by Price. He remained 
a steam enthusiast his entire life and died 
in 1950.

I would be delighted to hear from 
anyone who has any information on 
H H Stewart, Stanley Steam Cars in New 
Zealand, or the Price-Doble steam buses 
and service cars.

Donald R. Hoke, Ph.D.
The Virtual Steam Car Museum, Inc.            
4431 Allencrest Lane
Dallas, TX 75244-7506
www.virtualsteamcarmuseum.org 
(972) 661-9672  (972) 955-7614

BSA car
Does anyone know the whereabouts or 

fate of a BSA scout? The second owner 
was Hugh Tattersfield of Clyde, Central 
Otago, 1955 – 1960 ish. I believe he sold 
it to someone in Invercargill. Hugh owned 
Tattersfield’s Garage and was my uncle. As 
a small boy I longed to look at his little 
green sports car with the soft top but was 
never allowed to touch it, let alone sit in it.

 Hugh’s father, my grandfather, Walter 
Tattersfield owned a 1951 A40 Devon 
which I inherited and drive regularly. 
As a boy I remember the two cars were 
often parked side by side in the yard along 
with three chassis of very old cars which 
I played on for countless hours, turning 
the steering wheel and changing gears 
while sitting on bare seat springs. Boy 
that was fun. They disappeared and now 
that I’m a lot older I often wonder if they 
were restored and living a cherished and 
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mailbag 
The editorial committee reserve the right to  publish, edit or refuse 
publication of any item  submitted as comment. The views expressed 
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the 
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the 
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holding up at the end of Easter when so 
many people were returning home.

Graeme Duthie 

1928 Chev 1 ton truck 
Having just brought a ‘28 Chev truck 

from Masterton I am after any informa-
tion and history on it. I plan to restore the 
Chev and it would be nice to have some 
history and photos if possible. From what 
I have been told it has been sitting outside 
for the last 20-30 years and was overgrown 
to the point that it couldn’t be seen. The 
Chev is believed to have come from south 
Wairarapa. The old number plate (long 
since dead), was CS6501. 

Any information most welcome.
Patrick Adams 
email: wildbrumby@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 06 764 6641
1993 Eltham Rd , RD 29 
Hawera 4678

Cars into Tractors
In reply to Corrin Vincent’s article, 

Cars into Tractors in your June/July issue 
my father converted a 1923 (approxi-
mately) Singer car into a tractor of his 
own design.

In the 1960s the machine towed 
a trailer with a salvaged wagon-seat to 
Macetown on numerous occasions. My 
father ran the Arrowtown movies and used 
the tractor and trailer with us teenagers, 

Interested in joining the Vintage Car Club? 
visit www.vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms and your local branch contact details, or contact your local branch directly for 
application forms and details. See page 2.
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to deliver the Christmas programmes in 
the Arrowtown camping ground.

It had a crank-handle start, magneto 
ignition, three speed gate change front 
gearbox, three speed second gearbox, 
three different back ends U-bolted to the 
chassis and fabric belting disc couplings 
as universals. Double declutching was an 
essential skill for changing down. It had a 
left-hand throttle on the steering column, 
gear-lever gate change on the right, I think 
an ignition switch, and I’m not sure about 
the advance and retard lever.

My father would tow the trailer and 
half-a-dozen people to Macetown with no 
trouble, even up the 1 in 4 gradient before 
Brittania Terrace that he called “Slippery 
Hill”. I used the machine with my 
teenage mates for goat and deer hunting 
at Macetown, myself driving, two on the 
back mudguards and one leaning against 
the front petrol tank bulkhead.

In the 1960s I was an apprentice plumber 
at RG Spiers Ltd Invercargill, and I worked 
with an engineer named Corrin Vincent. 
He was from Progress Valley Sawmill or 
Blackhorn Sawmill and I am wondering if 
he is the same Corrin Vincent that wrote 
the article in your last issue.

I have included some photos of my 
father’s car/tractor to share with your 
readers.

Leighton Sparks
Invercargill

Bringing Bentley to Mind
It was great reading your article about 

the 1957 Bentley S1 in the April/May 
edition. I only have to remotely hear 
anything concerning Bentleys, whether 
original W O ones or those produced by 

Rolls-Royce, to get vivid memories of my 
uncle’s blue over black 1949 4¼ litre two 
door James Young coupe.

The high spot for me as a boy was to 
reach across to the hand throttle on top 
of the steering boss and move it about 
half an inch side to side so I could feel 
the power surge and watch the flying B 
lift four inches in the air with the car 
accelerating up to 100mph very rapidly on 
the open road. Also once again to listen 
to the burbling of a Bentley blower as it 
was about to leave the site of the Bromley 
Pageant of Classic Motoring in 2002. The 
driver retarded the ignition, causing a loud 
bang and puff of smoke, the engine then 
began its burbling again as the car slowly 
made its exit, with the goggled driver 
grinning from ear to ear!

Then the intense feeling of envy as a 
neighbour (when I was living in Chelsea) 
stepped into his royal blue Continental 
convertible and drove into the Kings Road 
without a sound except from the tyres.

I was restoring a Rover P4 110 and, on 
the advice of the Rover P4 Drivers Guild 
Vic, I fitted new radials. Fitting these to 
the featured Bentley will not only stop 
the wandering but will give much better 
adhesion on wet slippery conditions, 
especially when cornering and braking. 
On my Rover with steering, suspension 
and shocks all renewed the difference 
was very obvious, even the ride quality 
appeared better (not that a well set up 
Bentley needs much of that).

For the money I spent on my Rover, 
$25,000, I could perhaps have bought a 
shabby runner Bentley. Prices of all the 
original Bentleys are at an all time high 
and likely to stay that way with many 

British ones selling for staggering amounts. 
As my uncle rightly said “once driven or 
ridden forever smitten.”

Looking forward to the next issue of 
Beaded Wheels.

Ken Braddon

Whatever happened to…
This page was copied from the Morris 

Commercial magazine Transport Efficiency. 
The centre photo features a New 

Zealand Morris Commercial bus, specially 
built for Dominion Motors.

I would love to hear from any members 
who may have knowledge of the bus, 
where it served, and what became of it. 

Ian Howell
iansarahhowell@gmail.com

APOLOGy
The editorial committee wish 
to apologise to both Bryce Strong 
and the family and friends of Ray 
Singleton for the publication of an 
incorrect photograph of Ray with his 
obituary in issue 322. 
Ray was a well known member 
throughout the club and we are sorry 
for any concern this may have caused.

Beaded Wheels
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100 yEARS AGO

1913 – Hawera Councillors Goodland, 
Tarrant, Dunlop, Winks and Murdoch 
voted to introduce new tolls for vehicles 
entering their county. Motorcycle and 
sidecar combinations cost 9d with the new 
cycle-cars priced at one shilling. Lorries 
were charged a costly seven shillings with 
an extra 2/6d for trailers. At the other end 
of the financial spectrum Henry Ford still 
owned just 65% of his company’s stock, 
but it was enough to give him an 1912/13 
income of $1,500,000 after tax.

75 yEARS AGO

1938 – Rootes caused a mild sensation 
by fitting their largest 4085cc 100bhp 
six-cylinder motor to the Snipe saloon 
to create the high performance Humber 
Super Snipe. Extra equipment included 
new instruments, fog lights, driving lights 
and more powerful headlights. A sway 
eliminator was fitted to the rear suspen-
sion and it also had a stronger differential. 
Rootes claimed a top speed of 85mph with 
30mph coming up in 6¼ seconds and 
50mph in 10.8 seconds.

50 yEARS AGO

1963 – Landmark time for Holden with 
the introduction of the EH range, with 
a choice of engines and transmissions 
for the first time. Described as the best 
looking Holdens ever, the new models had 
undergone over a million miles of testing 
at GM/H’s Lang Lang proving grounds. 
Both the 149ci 100bhp engine and the 
179ci 115bhp in the Special sedan and 
Station sedan were to be assembled here. 
Smaller engined models were fitted with 
manual gearboxes while the Hydramatic 
transmission was available with the larger 
engine option. 

30 yEARS AGO

1983 – BMW showed their cheaper but 
very popular four cylinder 318i fitted with 
the L Jetronic fuel injection, the new five 
speed gearbox and four headlamps. Priced 
from $28,000 the new model was consid-
erably cheaper than the $40,000 plus 
323i and base 5 series models and offered 
an interesting alternative to the Aussie 
Commodore Berlina and Falcon 4.1GL.

historical snippets of motoring 
interest from years gone by 
Graeme Rice

timelines

Down to the nearest hardware store and 
one wicker basket for $3.75. Back home 
and a swift reverse pass over the back 
fence and I was the proud and temporary 
possessor of one washing machine bowl. 
Straight to the cellar and an interesting 
half-hour ensued in frantically grasping 
very small fish in a large wooden vat. 
Thank heavens for the local brand of 
refreshments.

With the transfer completed I at last 
made home complete with vat to be 
greeted with cheers from my south-side 
neighbour, Pete, who visualised large and 
frothy quantities of home brew. He was 
sadly disillusioned.

Fifteen gallons of water were required 
to cover the wheels (one at a time) and 
as the mixture prescribed was one pound 
of caustic soda to a gallon and a half of 
water, ten pounds of the soda went in. At 
the rate of $0.20 per pound for soda, my 
pocket was further lightened to the sum 
of $2.00

Each wheel was soaked for 12 hours, 
well hosed, and scrubbed. Result; enamel 
under layers of paint, untouched by the 
soda solution. Blessings were heaped upon 
the heads of previous owners who had 
applied layers and layers of paint, and of 
well-meaning friends who had suggested 
the use of caustic soda. 

Application of a wire brush proved 
reasonably successful, so it was decided 
to further the movement with an electric 
drill and a set of decarbonising brushes. 
Considered the price of almost $2.00 well 
spent.  Perfection was the aim.

Well into the night and on the third 
wheel disaster struck in the form of a burnt 
out drill.....

One week later the drill, and a bill, was 
returned to me. The drill worked perfectly. 
The bill was $4.50. Back to the fray and 
at long last, (Hallelujah, who said I was 
dumb), here were five fine examples of 
wire spoked wheels....

On the credit side: Five cleaned wheels, 
one wooden vat, one set of well used wire 
brushes, sherry ...and a headache.

On the debit side: Caustic soda, vat, wire 
brushes, electrician’s bill, a total of $12.25

A grand save of $0.25. There must be a 
moral somewhere, but, alas, I have failed 
to find it.  BW

Those readers with a similar wry 
sense of humour to mine may appreciate 
this article entitled ‘A Cautionary Tale’ 
or ‘Wire Wheels’. I found it in an old 
copy of Beaded Wheels dated December 
1958 so it must be true. (For simplicity I 
have converted the original costs given 
in pounds, shillings and pence to our 
present-day decimal currency but without 
an allowance for inflation.) 

R Jacob wrote “I was nearing the end 
of a reconditioning job on the Ansaldo 
and received some comments from friends 
regarding the thickness of paint on the 
wire-spoked wheels and how to clean 
them. Acting on their advice I obtained 
a quote from a firm specialising in blast 
cleaning amounting to $2.50 per wheel or 
a total cost for five of them at $12.50. 

The quote however was rejected owing 
to an austerity year being imposed on the 
family.

Inner reflection brought to mind the 
use of caustic soda. This was it! Quick, 
easy and economical. A 44 gallon drum 
for a bath was the first thought, but 
measurement proved the wheel to be one 
inch larger in diameter than said drum. 

One day whilst in the local, I remem-
bered a good friend, sympathetic to the 
Vintage cause and also the owner of a 
vineyard and cellar. Les was sure to have 
a suitable vat I could use. At the cellar, 
four sherries and three quarters of an 
hour later, I brought up the subject of the 
vat. Les was most enthusiastic but the 
only suitable vat, a half barrel, had been 
converted into a temporary pond for his 
goldfish. Making a closer inspection of 
the above mentioned, I remarked that a 
washing machine bowl would be more 
suitable for their home, having in mind a 
clean swap.

Les was keen so I left in search of 
a bowl which proved to be difficult as 
unbeknown to me the source of washing 
machine bowls had dried up. 

Chatting to the next door neighbour 
brought to light that he had just the job..... 
ex home brew, but now being used to 
convey the washing from house to line, 
and vice versa. A piece of swift mental 
arithmetic told me I would still be in 
pocket on the original quote if I bought 
a wicker basket in exchange for the bowl. 

Words Grant Hitchings  

the way we were
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The Next Generation Tackle  
Irishman 2013 Words George Kear, photos TJ photos

My first Irishman was in 1982 at the age of 14 with my 
father George (Snr). Since then this event has been an 
annual pilgrimage for me in many different vehicles but 

mostly in my Austin special. Russell Yates has attended nearly as 
many runs to Fairlie, the majority of these with us being together 
in the same car. His father Robin competed in an Austin 7 some 
years earlier. Over the past four years our sons have joined us 
waiting for the day when they could take the wheel.

This year the event was organised by Phil Jeeves and started at 
Canterbury Branch’s Cutler Park at the early time of 7.30am. The 
boys were lucky this year with no frost on the ground, there was 
no need to get so wrapped up for such an open car.

Heading out of Christchurch along the Old West Coast Road, 
the first off-road diversion saw us dropping down to follow the 
Waimakariri along the river’s edge. We traversed back up over 
another club member’s property through paddocks and along farm 
tracks coming up to join the road again at Waddington. 

The farm track theme continued with crossing the Kowai 
River and heading through the Merton’s farm all the way to exit 
at Kowai Bush. By this time Dallas was really getting the feel for 
Irishman’s tracks and was confidently leading the way with both 
Dads following behind in a Chev tourer.

From Kowai Bush it was across the Main West Coast road and 
through the Pig Saddle behind the Malvern hills to link up with 
another paper road heading towards Hororata. More farm tracks, 
shingle roads and through to Glentunnel for the first official 
stop of the day. Here a hearty lunch of homemade pies in the 
community hall put us in good stead for the afternoon. This was 
also a great time to catch up with all 96 cars on this year’s run.

Having more confidence in the boys we set them off about half 
an hour before us as the speed of the Seven is not up to the Chev. 

After lunch it was across the Rakaia Gorge, through more 
farm tracks before turning inland at Staveley, making our way 
above Mt Somers towards the Ashburton Gorge. Through more 
farms and paper roads we were back around Surrey Hills and on 
to some great shingle roads before we caught sight of the Austin 
again at the first ford. By the time we got there we had missed the 
excitement as they were on the other side and disappearing from 
view. By all accounts they had managed very well and crossed the 
river without making fools of themselves or getting stuck. The 

The 58th Irishman was the first time the third generation 

of the Kear and Yates families took the wheel. At 18 Dallas 

Yates was legally able to drive and next to him Fraser Kear at 

15 acted as navigator in my 1928 Austin seven.
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same can’t be said of us as we ran out of fuel right in the middle. 
The Chev not being quite as economical as the Seven I had not 
thought to check the tank at lunch.

Returning to the Inland Scenic Route we crossed the Rangitata 
River and immediately turned inland again to follow shingle roads 
and a great stopbank track to an even bigger ford at the Orari 
River. As with most Irishman, fords become a gathering point and 
this was a beauty with three separate braids to cross and about 30 
people looking on eagerly. For this we instructed the boys in how 
to read the river from watching those before you either make it or 
drown. To add more pressure we explained to them the fact that 
the little Seven had never needed a tow across any river on its 
previous 14 trips south. 

Dallas rose to the task and handled this river like a pro. With 
Fraser holding on to the instruction sheet tightly, they crossed 
with water flowing over the top of the guards to the other side of 
all three sections without any assistance needed. This was a proud 
moment for their teachers who again needed assistance to get the 
big Chev to the other side. With the winter day coming to an 
end we sent them off ahead again while we dried out our electrics 
before we could get a spark and life back into our engine. 

After this, it was across behind Geraldine and through the 
forest, with many forestry tracks to get lost in and views back 
across the plains. We exited the forest just as light disappeared and 
finally managed to catch the boys just as we were needed at the 
Fairlie service station to pay for the fuel.

Sunday morning was remarkably mild but to destroy any hope 
of a great day the nor-wester was blowing a gale. Outside the 
Gladstone Hotel, blocking the main road through Fairlie we all 
gathered for our instructions. The day’s events were put together 
by Tony Haycock who handed out instructions for route option C, 

formulated the day before as both A and B had been washed out 
with the previous week’s rain. 

The boys took off first, with great enthusiasm to battle the gales 
and fight their way from Burkes Pass back through the Mackenzie 
Basin ending up at Tekapo for morning tea. The planned trip up 
to the Mt John Observatory was abandoned due to the road being 
closed for safety reasons. Several cars lost their hoods and a few 
boiled with the wind behind them on the trip back to Opawa 
Homestead. 

Once lunch was over, it was back to the hallowed grounds at 
Strathconan for Pete’s (formally Shand’s) Patch where the Austin 
comes into its own. Both fathers had to take the wheel here to 
show the younger generation how not to push a car to its limit, 
and after several battles I took the win this year. Greatly needed 
after being defeated more times than I can count by Russell over 
the years.

The rugby club rooms in Fairlie were packed as we gathered to 
hear who the unfortunate winner was. With Phil unable to attend 
due to illness, Royce Baker took to the stage delivering the results 
with a rather headmaster styled voice thanks to a broken sound 
system. After nine or so of us were called up to the front to sweat 
out our time, one by one we were released back to the safety of our 
seats until only Tim Palmer (the winner) and Andy Fox (runner- 
up) remained.

Another Irishman had come to the end. Great roads, tracks 
and rivers. Great people and scenery all adding up to a great 
weekend. The third generation has successfully conquered the 
challenge extremely well and returned my little car back in going 
order. Somehow I think my time behind its wheel on future 
Irishman has gone forever.  BW
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Many motor vehicles were 
converted in New Zealand to run 
on rails, mostly for the private 

railways known as bush tramways which 
served the many sawmills in New Zealand.

Two of the rail vehicles I have are 
based on White truck chassis. They were 
converted to rail use in 1948 and 1949 
for use on the bush tramway operated by 
NZ Government Railways to service their 
sawmill at Mamaku near Rotorua. The 
vehicles, generally known as bush jiggers 
but referred to as Bush Staff Railcars by 
New Zealand Railways (NZR), were used 
as transport for the bush and tramway 
employees to work in the bush or on the 
tramway and to transport materials and 
equipment.

Work on building the first of the NZR 
bush jiggers began in early 1948 with some 

parts supplied by NZR and others supplied 
by Mr O W (Ollie) Smith. Ollie lived in 
Rotorua and had carted timber at Mamaku 
before converting his Chevrolet truck for 
rail use. The White truck chassis supplied 
by NZR was converted to a bush jigger by 
narrowing the rear part of the chassis to fit 
between the railway wheels at 3ft 6in gauge 
(standard NZR rail gauge). A Chevrolet 
rear axle was also cut down and heavy duty 
bearings and specially cast 20in diameter 
steel wheels fitted. At the front a bridge 
and king pin were fitted to the standard 
road springs and a 2-axle bogie completed 
the front end. A standard truck cab was 
used, and a suitable body obtained for 
the rear. Braking was by way of standard 
hydraulic brakes on the rear axle but the 
front bogie had wood blocks activated by a 
linkage to the steering wheel.

This first unit was a success and so in 
October 1948 moves were made to have a 
second unit built, again utilising a White 
truck chassis, Chevrolet engine, gearbox 
and rear axles, plus a Commer Q cab of 
about 1948. This jigger was built in the 
NZR Road Services Garage in Auckland.

Both jiggers remained in service with 
the NZR until the tramway closed in 1974. 
The jiggers were then purchased by Paul 
Mahoney and taken to the Bush Tramway 

Club at Pukemiro where one was used for 
a while but eventually both were parked 
up on a back line and gradually decayed 
until I purchased them in 2005. One has 
been restored to working order and can 
be seen in use at the Bush Tramway Club 
at Pukemiro, although it has also been 
used at MOTAT and Glenbrook Vintage 
Railway. Restoration work on the second is 
progressing.

There were many sawmills in 
New Zealand over many years and most 
mills had a bush tramway (private railway) 
to bring logs to the mill from the bush and 
often to take sawn timber to the NZR for 
distribution. Early tramways used horses 
or bullocks which were later supplanted 
by steam locomotives, and then from the 
mid-1920s internal combustion engine 
tractors and other vehicles were introduced. 

Many tramways had motor vehicles 
converted to rail use, generally used to 
transport people and supplies into the 
bush. Many of these were trucks but a 
number of cars were converted to rail use. 
The Ongarue Mill of Ellis and Burnand 
had a Morris Minor and a Chevrolet, while 
Gamman & Co at Mamaku had an Anglia 
and a Prefect and a Fordson van. Ollie 
Smith discovered the axles in the Anglia 
and Prefect were a perfect length to be able 

Motor Vehicles on Rails  
in New Zealand

Words and photos Ian Jenner NZR Mamaku Jigger No 2 in 1967.

The piece in Beaded Wheels 318 about 

the Pichi Richi Inspection car is of 

special interest to me, firstly because 

I own a 1939 Series 3 Morris 25 

similar to the one in the picture with 

the article, and secondly because I 

have several motor vehicles which 

have been converted to rail use. My 

Morris 25 is a slow-moving restoration, 

progressing as funds are available. 

12 Beaded Wheels



to bolt railways wheels to. I have acquired 
a set of these wheels and will re-create a 
Prefect railcar when time permits.

Of the motor trucks converted to rail 
use, many looked like the original truck 
while others had some weird and wonderful 
bodies built on them. Most used single 
axles at the rear with a 2-axle bogie at the 
front to provide better tracking and riding.

Ollie Smith built a number of special 
units for hauling logs, utilising a bogie 
arrangement at the rear (and sometimes 
also at the front) with three wheels each 
side connected together by exposed 
chains to give 6-wheel drive or in one 
case 12-wheel drive. Most of these units 
were designed to have the front end of a 
set of logs resting on the rear of the unit 
to provide weight for traction. The last 
machine he built which was used on the 
NZR tram is now preserved under a shelter 
in the township of Mamaku. One of the 
more unusual machines Ollie built was a 
12-wheel machine and built with two truck 
cabs welded back to back (one said to be a 
Dodge and the other a Ford but both very 
similar to look at), and a Chevrolet motor 
in each end so that you could drive from 
either end depending on which way you 
wanted to travel. He had hoped to win a 
contract with Whakatane Board Mills but 

when that did not eventuate he used it at 
Gamman’s Mill at Mamaku. This machine 
is held at Putaruru Timber Museum in 
need of a full restoration.

Other engineers in New Zealand built 
logging tractors of many different styles, 
some utilising farm tractors. One of these 
was Union Foundries Ltd at Stratford 
who made a number of units, a few of 
which survive but none running at this 
time. Others were Trails generally built 
by A & T Burt in Dunedin, Nattrass 
of Wellington, A & G Price of Thames, 
Dispatch Foundry of Greymouth, Wilson 
Bros & Melhop, both of Invercargill.

A number of old steam locomotives 
were converted to internal combustion 
propulsion by replacing the boiler with a 
petrol or diesel engine.

Gradually, though, road trucks took 
over from tramways in the transport of 
logs and sawn timber as the availability 
of heavy-duty trucks improved and as 
roads became more useable and the bush 
tramways passed into history.

One of the more spectacular tramways, 
that of Ellis & Burnand at Ongarue (north 
of Taumarunui) is now being developed by 
Department of Conservation as the 
Timber Trail cycleway. BW

Bush Jigger at the Ongarue sawmill of Ellis & 
Burnand.

Union Foundry locomotive at Waitaanga (near 
Ohura) used to haul logs from the bush.

Bush Jigger at Waitaanga, definitely a home-made 
creation based on a Diamond T chassis.

Bush Jigger at the Ongarue sawmill of Ellis & 
Burnand.

Bush Jigger at Te Whetu near Putaruru.

NZR Mamaku Jigger No 1 in 2005 prior to 
restoration.

NZR Jigger No 1 in 1967.

NZR Mamaku Jigger at Glenbrook Vintage 
Railway 2011.

Anglia Railcar at Mamaku 1967.
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For my latest motorcycle restoration of the five or so I’ve done 
since 1990, I decided to try to locate a similar model to the 
first bike I’d owned and ridden to work during the mid-fifties. 

Price dictated what you could afford especially when you were an 
apprentice and a 200cc James Captain looked like the bees knees at 
the right price to me.

From memory I knew that Villiers and power don’t really go 
together in one sentence but, who cares when I was going to be 
independent of public transport, and the open road speed was 50 
mph which was very close to the Captains touring speed. Mind 
you, too much head wind and hill work showed up the 8.4hp of the 
Villiers engines.

Back then I had a couple of mates who went for four stroke power 
in the form of  BSA C10s side-valve models. The 197cc Villiers was 
more than a match for them but two strokes weren’t quite the thing 
for the ‘boys’ during those times, so I had to contend with all the 
not so savoury comments associated with the James.

Nostalgia started my quest to find a Captain six years ago and I 
finally found a basket case in Napier. I wanted to save a bike and 
not purchase a complete one. Actually Villiers powered bikes are 
thin on the ground. Not like BSA Bantams which are plentiful. I 
knew a lot of Villiers 200cc engines were used for Karting just as I 
did when I used the James engine for my first Kart during 1959. The 
frames I suppose were scrapped, especially when Jap bikes started 

taking over from the British makers during the sixties, and never 
seen again.

It’s taken the three years to restore to as new condition and the 
experience brought back many memories from those early days.

The box of bits had been through a number of hopeful restorers 
who had done a lot of polishing and the chroming of small parts 
such as wheel nuts and spacers, but nothing major to the tin ware. 
Although there were half a dozen pre-mixed maroon spray cans for 
painting.

I sent all the painted parts off to the paint strippers to find out 
what was underneath and carried out a dry assembly to see what 
was missing and required repairing. The bike had been obviously 
been used to practice motocross during its last days as the front and 
rear forks were really bent and out of alignment.

My friendly engineer took care of the straightening and also 
made fork bushes, studs, nuts and bolts that were required for 
assembly. Correct tank badges along with other items including 
engine parts for an overhaul were found over the internet. Missing 
tin ware was obtained from Allen Wakefield (the tin man).

Once satisfied with the dry assembly and all parts accounted for, 
the lot was sent for painting. 

Working on the 8E Villiers engine is a doddle and parts are 
easily obtained from the experts in England at reasonable costs. 
The cylinder was bored to 0.020”, transfer ports aligned to the 

Salute The Captain
Words and photos John Neill
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crankcase and, 0.025” removed from the cylinder head 
in the expectation of increasing the hp from 8.4 to a 
hopeful 10, which also included some tuning tricks from 
the Karting days.

The rims supplied with the bike were labelled ‘Made 
in Japan’ and no way were they going on a British bike. 
So I went to British Spares to find to my amazement a 
couple of 18 inch rims that had ‘James’ labels on them. 
Although slightly damaged with surface rust, they were 
repaired and chromed. They were assembled with new 
tyres and tubes.

To make any old two stroke engine reliable and 
easy to start it’s imperative that the carburettor slide 
is a firm fit (no air leaks) and, that magneto coils are 
replaced with the latest wiring technology and timed 
correctly. In my case the carburettor was re-sleeved and 
a new ignition coil fitted together with new points and 
condenser. New seals, bearings, con-rod, piston, and 
gaskets finished off the rebuild. 

The dual seat was recovered after powder coating 
the base. Handlebars and other parts were chromed.  

I had to obtain a complete exhaust system from 
England but on arrival it couldn’t be fitted correctly. 
It had to be re-bent and brackets fitted for correct 
mounting to prevent exhaust leaks and then 
re-chromed again. Quite an expensive exercise.

I completed the electrical wiring myself with help from an old 
mate who supplied a diode in place of the large original rectifier 
to change AC into DC for battery charging. This is situated 
inside the headlight shell on a matchbox size bakelite mounting. 
The battery is a 6v maintenance free fully sealed lead acid type 
which can be fitted inside the James battery box.  

Following the completed assembly the ‘start up’ was uneventful 
but the road test wasn’t up to expectations. There was more suck 
than go which indicated to me that the ‘very quiet’ exhaust was 
somewhat restricted. It would hardly exceed 40mph so, the ride 
was cut short without going very far at all. Luckily the baffles can 
be removed from the muffler to ease the exhaust flow through 
the system. With a bit of hacksaw work and twisting the baffles 
open, road tests proved the problem solved with a bit more noise.

It now can cruise very comfortably at 50–55 mph providing 
there is no head wind. What has helped the performance overall 
is the fitting of a four speed gearbox which was an optional extra 
when new. 

Also I have geared up the ratios with a smaller rear wheel 
sprocket and one tooth larger gearbox sprocket. 60 mph is the 
road tested speed of the era but, I haven’t pushed it to its limits 
yet. Not quite in the realms of excitement that can be obtained 
with my Golden Flash.

The relined cork clutch is a delight to use and braking is still 
very effective for a ‘50s commuter. I also have a 125cc Bantam but 
it’s really too slow to experience the limits of its handling. The 
James on the other hand is a different kettle of fish and it was 
great to chuck it about and feel in control at all times on a firm 
suspension. 

I won’t be selling this Captain as it has all the charm and 
fun categories for a ‘50s commuter. Surprisingly though it has a 
distinct modern feel with a willing free revving engine that many 
can relate to and is a pleasure to ride. 

I’m sure I felt as exactly as I had when I first experienced the 
freedom of the road and riding happiness, mostly at full throttle 
on the James – salute the Captain!  BW
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1931 BSA  
three wheeler

Words Russell McIvor

Owner/restorer Tom McDonald in the BSA.
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No history of this vehicle is known prior to 1941 at which 
time 16 year old Morrie Wright purchased it from a 
soldier outside the Burnham Military Camp for £30. 

Morrie successfully used it until 1944 when he sold it to Trevor 
Chambers. Morrie’s next car was a Clyno which according to 
Morrie “wouldn’t pull the skin off a rice pudding.”

From there it went to Maurie Stanton who realised its power 
to weight ratio would make it ideal for conversion to competition 
use and it had a successful sprint and hill climb record as a result 
of Maurie’s work. Apart from work on the motor Maurie also 
converted the car to four wheels. The front suspension had been 
converted to independent with upper and lower control arms and 
a transverse spring fitted. 

It was next owned by Rangi Atkinson who had intentions 
of fitting a Buckler body to the chassis but he sold it to Martin 
Ferner, Wellington in 1993. Owners after Martin were Barry 
Gurdler and then Bruce Dewe before the current owner Tom 
McDonald, Invercargill, purchased it. As the rear trailing wheel 
was still with it, he and his son Malcolm had the aim of 
restoring it back to its original design, state of tune and factory 
specifications with three wheels once again. Tom had owned a 
similar model in 1947 for several years and was familiar with its 
mechanics and body work. The performance of the car in 1947 
was very good for its age and could leave Pommie clunkers and 
most American cars at stops.

The McDonalds restored the front end back to standard and 
cut off the chassis extension that the Stanton brothers had put 
on to facilitate turning it into a four wheeler. They had chassis 
rails folded to sleeve the original chassis and an engineer made a 
four inch steel tube and welded the front end to a plate to bolt to 
the front cross member. The rear end of the tube takes the pivot 
for the rear wheel suspension arm. They still have the rear chassis 
with suspension and axle the Stanton brothers made. Factory 
body plans came with the car which was a big help. A plywood 
floor was fitted and the body frame was built from Southland 
Beech timber. The body was covered with quarter inch plastic 
foam and cream vinyl. Malcolm made left and right hand moulds 
and produced the fibreglass mudguards. The boot is hinged to 
allow the removal of the rear mudguard and road wheel.

Tom had a hood and side curtains made which makes the 
car comfortable in wet weather. As the radiator had had six 
inches cut off it to lower it 
for competition work the 
shell was rescaled from 
photos and reconstructed to 
standard size in brass. 

The longest run the 
McDonalds have made 
was from Invercargill 
to Wanganui and back 
for the 2012 VCC Vero 
Rally. There have been a 
few mechanical problems 
but all have been able to 
corrected.

Maurice Stanton at the wheel, Basil Chambers at right. Photo taken at a Port 
Hills Climb. Photo courtesy Trevor Chambers.

The two images above show Maurice Stanton with  the BSA on four wheels in 
action in 1948 at the Halswell Grass Hillclimb. Photos courtesy Gavin Bain.

Russell McIvor takes the ex Maurie Stanton BSA for a spin 

and rediscovers a little bit of his inner boy racer
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Morrie Stanton wrote in the December 1969 Beaded Wheels of 
his making the BSA competitive.

“We rebuilt the engine using Royal Enfield motorcycle pistons 
and new valves, keeping the original Solex 26mm carburettor 
hung low in a vee between the cylinders. A bucket seat was made 
out of a corrugated iron sheet rolled flat with a garden roller and 
we were ready to race. I won the 1000cc class at the Canterbury 
Car Club Halswell Hill Climb in early 1947 and was placed in 
all higher classes. At the sprint held by the Canterbury Car Club 
at Russley Road, the standing quarter mile was cut out in 21.8 
seconds. Subsequently the engine and chassis were modified and 
an aluminum pointed-tail body made. Modifications that made 
the most improvement in performance, starting and idling were 
the fitting of a large bore Amal carburettor to each cylinder. 
The flywheel was considerably lightened but the camshaft was 
always standard. We pressurised the hollow crankshaft as this 
was a weakness with the Hotchkiss motor. Our best speed was 18 
seconds for the standing quarter mile and top speed electrically 
timed at a flying quarter mile was on the Main West Road at 
Aylesbury at 84 mph which represented 5700 rpm.”

Driving impressions 
Maurice Stanton said driving the BSA was a tonic. Oxford 

dictionary states tonic n. “invigorating medicine” which is well 
put. Driving it would certainly blow the cobwebs away on a 
Sunday morning.

Tom and son Malcolm have detuned the three-wheeler with 
lower compression pistons and fitted a cork clutch running in oil 
as original. The original 1¼ Amal carbs were re-fitted. These had 
been sand blasted and shrunk, and were lapped in.

On a lovely clear Southland day we took the car for a test and 
photo shoot to the Southland Branch Clubrooms and Teretonga 
Park. I thought sitting in the vehicle was similar in a way to being 
in an aircraft; a single rear wheel, a V-twin air cooled motor in 

front. The vehicle has very light steering and is nimble with its 
1025cc engine. Gears are changed between your legs using the 
three speed box.

The engine is on the cam at 4000 rpm and 50 mph and is not 
noisy. Tom said the secret of road holding on Southland gravel 
roads was place the front wheels in the loose and the rear single 
wheel in the smooth.

At Teretonga, we were told to keep the speed down by the 
Southland Sports Car Club official, however we had a touch of the 
“boy racers” on the track. The BSA held the corners well and had 
adequate torque through all gears. 

The Hotchkiss motor installed was at one time offered to Morris 
Motors who thought it too noisy and perhaps a bit unorthodox for 
their vehicles. I could see it going down English country roads 
passing more mundane vehicles.

Altogether this is an excellent small car, no doubt improved by 
local engineers with a pressurised crankshaft, improved carbure-
tion and exhaust system.  BW

Specifications: 
1025cc 90˚ aircooled V twin Hotchkiss engine by BSA
Independent suspension front and rear.
Cruising speed 50 mph.

The BSA back on three wheels and Malcolm McDonald is ready for action at 
Teratonga Park.

BSA twin engine designed by Hotchkiss.
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Most mechanical components within the motorcar will 
let the operator know via noise, vibration or heat that 
it is not “adjusted” correctly. Noise and vibration are 

readily detectable and are less likely to be ignored; heat however is 
invisible unless it happens to use the throttle pedal or driver’s seat 
as its conductor.

It is a 20 minute drive from home to local garage that carries 
out WOF inspections on my ‘38 Packard. Cheekily I take 
advantage of the time it spends on their hoist to see for myself 
the view that is not available in the shed at home. Noticing 
some shiny traces of lube escaping from the rear universal joint I 
instinctively grabbed hold of the joint to see if anything was loose. 
Most mechanics would rate squashed fingers as worse than a burn, 
I guess it depends on the scale of the incident! The universal 
burnt sufficiently enough to feel it for the remainder of the day. 

As I drove home with a fresh WOF I analysed the possible 
causes and came up with nothing mainly 
because I believed that if the drive shaft 
angles were a problem there would be 
vibration to prove it. The diff pinion bearing 
area being only warm eliminated this cause. 
This vehicle has had some considerable 
vibration problems in the past which have 
been resolved. The most embarrassing one 
being “losing” a small tyre lever inside the 
left front wheel, this incident showed me 
that only two levers at a time should be used and all those little 
handy looking levers should be left under the fire wood pile where 
they were found.

I pulled off the driveshaft and dismantled the rear joint 
expecting to find the joint in some sort of early failure. No faults 
found apart from the lube having failed to a point of near incin-
eration (black as ink and burnt smell) 

If this is a standard unmodified vehicle how would the drive 
shaft angles have changed I reasoned. The answer to this is to 
think just how many repairs have been carried out on a vehicle 
60–70 years old and how well were they carried out. A couple 
of days later I remembered those welded rear u-bolts that I had 
replaced years ago. This directed my thoughts to what had 
required that repair. Measuring both pinion and gearbox tail shaft 

angles showed the problem. The pinion and tail shaft angles were 
unequal because of replacement rear spring leaves in with the 
originals.

The basic requirements for happy universals is that both pinion 
end and gear box end angles must be equal but opposite. If you 
were to take a ride on a universal you would note that as it rotates 
the cross within the joint rocks, this results in the joint speeding 
up and slowing down twice per revolution. As the shaft is attached 
this also speeds and slows. If the angles are equal and opposite 
joint cancellation occurs and each joints rocking is absorbed by 
the other. You can appreciate why constant velocity joints are so 
widely used in the modern motor car.

Ideally angles through the joint should not exceed three 
degrees for highway vehicles. Varying opinions say that up to 
15 degrees is acceptable but smoothness and joint life at higher 
speeds is greatly sacrificed. The manufacturer of the joint will 

have a maximum angle specific to the joint 
model. The angle of the shaft itself needs 
to be measured as well so that the angle 
through the joint is known not to exceed the 
recommended three degrees. Again varying 
opinions say that joints need something to 
do, while others say that a zero joint angle is 
more ideal.

I used an inexpensive angle meter 
purchased from a tool supply company and 

adjusted the transmission shaft angle to 1 degree downward from 
level. I then adjusted the pinion angle to 1 degree up from level. 
Refitted the drive shaft and checked that it was a further one 
degree downward than the transmission shaft reading. Some 
consideration would have been allowed in the case of a five 
or seven passenger sedan because of the change in drive shaft 
position when fully loaded.

Result? The road test showed no heating. The satisfaction is 
in knowing these parts are adjusted correctly rather than just 
expecting they are. It is a matter of personal opinion I guess. So 
how does the single universal joint survive in the torque tube 
design that early Ford cars used?

 
BW

The basic requirements for happy 
universals is that both pinion end 
and gear box end angles must be 

equal but opposite. 
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Hamilton’s Classics Museum opened 

in December 2012 and is proving 

popular with visitors from throughout 

New Zealand and the world. 

Worth it? …Well I think so.

Hamilton roading contractor and 
property developer, Tom Andrews 
is passionate about his creation 

and loves to see people admiring what the 
museum has to offer.

Tom has over one hundred cars and 
bikes to circulate through the display and 
literally thousands of signs and pieces of 
memorabilia.

When I visited in April there was a 
bunch of about twenty Minis that had 
returned from the Goodbye Pork Pie run 
crammed into the main court. 

An area is set aside for the display of 
film memorabilia with the film running 
and period furnishings on which to sit 
and watch. Next door there is a Vintage 
caravan displayed amongst Vintage 
camping gear complete with models 
wearing period swimming costumes. Many 
photos of famous camp spots from decades 
ago bring the memories flooding back.

Many of the cars were from the 
Rutherford collection from Nelson which 
I had not seen before.

The matriarch is a 1906 Alldays and 
Onions set amongst a variety of British 
cousins, mostly different unusual model 
vehicles.

New Zealand owes a huge debt of 
gratitude to the British car industry for 
the selection of small and sometimes odd 
vehicles which arrived here. These were 
mainly dainty vehicles designed to potter 
around English villages and lanes but 

sentenced to spend their lives at the hands 
of the rough colonials in a swampy and 
mountainous land. It is a miracle there are 
any left!

Not to be outdone, the Americans are 
mostly confined to the ground floor – a 
mixture of muscle and glittering chrome. 
They are nearly all big – some very big and 
some I would say would be expensive – 
very expensive!

Hogging the workshop space at the 
Bigtree Garage is Tom’s early 1930s 
Chrysler cabriolet. To my knowledge there 
is nothing wrong with it but it looks like 
the bloke fixing it has just gone to smoko 
and will be back in five minutes.

Waiting repair or restoration is an old 
Graham Brothers truck which, along with 
another 1920s Dodge Sedan, looks like  
it has been and will be waiting awhile. 
Anywhere else these would be out the 

Hamilton Classics Museum
Words and photos Ian Patton
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back and outside but here they provide a 
fascinating glimpse of time gone by.

Tom collects “Petrolia” – the official 
term given to oil company parapher-
nalia. Tom has been doing this for a long 
time and has travelled the world and 
amassed a huge variety of signs, pumps, 
pourers and advertising material. I was 
amazed by the variety of products and 
the lengths companies went to in the old 
days to try to establish their products as 
superior to others. It is obvious there was 
no commerce commission or advertising 
standards authority in the old days as 
some of the advertising is very sexist and 
some of the claims are almost outrageous.

If you can’t find your old lawn mower 
petrol tin chances are Tom has it at the 
Museum now. There is also a huge collec-
tion of emblems that adorned the bonnets 
(should I say hoods) of mainly 1950s 
American cars.

The Hamilton Classics Museum is 
located very close to the highway on land 
which once housed the railway workshops 
at Frankton. It is a brand new purpose 
built building already bulging at the 
seams with a modern café modelled as an 
American diner, complete with a giant 
jukebox entry.

Tom has had lots of car clubs visit. If you 
haven’t already stopped in I can recommend 
it, but allow an hour or two!  BW
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This Morgan Aero Three-Wheeler first appeared on the front cover of 

Beaded Wheels in June 1958 (number 14). Owned then by the late Chas Withers 

of Wanganui it was photographed while at Picton during the VCC’s first National 

Rally, held over Easter that year. Chas had purchased the car in 1952 and rallied it 

extensively up until 1959 when it was parked up in a shed as a future project for 

restoration. Unfortunately it was destroyed by a shed fire in 1977 and so was left 

to rust away, although Chas still did have plans to resurrect it at some time. The 

car had suffered many indignities (and owners) even prior to Chas’s purchase so 

to be engulfed by flame was just one more problem to be endured.

Peter Alderdice from Auckland Branch, 
the current owner, had for many years 
wanted one of these cars. He learnt of 
the whereabouts of this car in 1991 but 
approaches to purchase the wreck were 
met with rebuttals as Chas still had every 
intention of doing the restoration himself. 
Unfortunately Chas passed away in 1992 
and subsequently Peter was able to buy 
the wreck from Chas’s wife Janet. The 
wreck was a mess with a rusted body, 
bent chassis, wheel rims rusted away and 

worse. One look at the photos says it all! 
However, eventually Janet was destined to 
get a nostalgic ride in the restored Moggie.

The Morgan Motor Company was 
founded in 1910 and it concentrated on its 
soon to be iconic Morgan Three-Wheeler 
which was to become one of the most 
successful lightweight cars during those 
early motoring years. By fitting a powerful 
motorcycle engine and simple transmis-
sion into a lightweight chassis and body 
they developed a cyclecar which intro-

duced the freedom of the open road to 
those of modest means. These three-
wheeler V-twin powered cars were made 
from 1911 to 1939 and never went back 
into production after WWII. During 
their time they were hugely successful in 
many speed events and it was said of 
the two-speed models that the two speeds 
were Fast and Very Fast! By the 1930s they 
had a three speed gearbox and other subtle 
refinements.

Morgan believed that winning speed 
events was the path to increased sales 
and as their wins and high placings were 
prolific right from the start and up to 
the beginning of WWII, there was always 
a full order book and a waiting list of 
prospective purchasers. They were entered 
in local, national and international events 
and usually they were represented by more 
than one car. HFS Morgan, the founder, 
was very frequently behind the wheel of 
a winning Morgan. As the ‘20s changed 
into the ‘30s there was less competition for 
the Morgan as many of the other cyclecar 

BEHIND THE WHEEL

1928 Morgan Aero  
Three-Wheeler 
Words and photos Kevin Clarkson
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brands had fallen by the wayside resulting 
in reduced fields. Following WWII 
Morgan continued with four cylinder Ford 
powered three-wheelers up until 1952. The 
first four-wheeler Morgan was produced 
in 1936 and they continue in produc-
tion today, although as they are still hand 
made production numbers are low and 
there is quite a delay between ordering 
and delivery. Morgan has also recently 
begun producing a modern three-wheeler 
car with a V-twin motor prominently 
mounted in the front and in other respects 
looking very similar to the pre-war three-
wheeler Aero models. Considering the 
price list I’m not so sure that they will 
be aimed at those of modest means as 
the earlier ones were! One constant that 
has remained throughout the production 
of Morgans right from the start up to 
the present day is the sliding pillar front 
suspension. Although modifications and 
improvements have been made the design 
remains the same and it could be said that 
this is one of their greatest engineering 

triumphs. As well as being of simple 
construction it provides good strength and 
by all accounts will take a good battering 
without failing.

Peter’s car is fitted with an overhead 
valve water cooled JAP V twin motor 
of 1100cc and although Morgan did use 
a small number of other manufacturer’s 
V twins during the production life of 
these cars, the JAP was the most common 
motor up to 1933 after which they used 
Matchless V twin motors. The rear wheel 
is driven by chains, one each side of the 
wheel; one for the top gear and the other 
for low gear and change is effected by a 
dog engaging one or the other once the 
clutch pedal is depressed. No reverse! The 
generator is driven by a belt off the left 
side chain front sprocket/pulley. 

Before taking the wheel myself I took 
my life in my hands and let Peter take 
me for a ride to show me how it all works 
and it was obvious that Peter was quite at 
home with the idiosyncrasies of this fast 
little car as he put it through its paces for 

me. He reminded me that the steering 
requires a firm hand and that it is most 
important to have power on going around 
corners! As a matter of interest there is 
one photo overleaf that shows how much 
Peter had the power on around one corner 
as he had the whole machine on its side 
to the extent that he ground a flat on 
the edge of the muffler. I am pleased to 
advise he didn’t try that while I was a 
passenger! As I was about to take over the 
wheel Peter reminded me that I was in 
the privileged position of being the only 
other driver this car has had during Peter’s 
ownership – so I had better not bend it!

Getting in the Moggie is almost an art 
form as there are no doors and one must 
lower oneself in feet first. When Peter 
and I were installed we were quite cosy 
but without a lot of wriggle room. This 
may be because we are both past the first 
flush of youth and maybe carrying a little 
more weight than Mr Morgan calculated 
for when building the body. However, I 
am sure that when this car was newer and 

1928 Morgan Aero  
Three-Wheeler 
Words and photos Kevin Clarkson
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its driver, and possibly passenger of the 
fairer sex, were of a more lithe build, the 
closeness may have been an advantage. 
The instrumentation is quite sparse but all 
the necessary information and controls are 
there and handily placed.

Once under way in low gear the motor 
provided a satisfying amount of torque 
along with the typical V-twin throb 
accompanied by a delightful exhaust noise 
emanating from close to my right ear. 
Changing into top gear was simple enough 
– double de-clutch and pull the lever right 
back with your right hand to engage top 
and enjoy the powerful surge forward as you 
pull the accelerator lever round to open. 
Yes, that’s right, no accelerator pedal here 
as the accelerator lever is fitted on one of 
the steering wheel spokes and operated 
by hand. The difficulty here is that the 
accelerator lever might not be where you 
think it is as the steering wheel is worked 
to negotiate bends. Furthermore it has no 
return spring but stays in the last position 
you leave it. As you can imagine I had a bit 
of work to do to get to grips with all of this 
and not make a fool of myself with Peter 
watching. On the positive side of things 
the fact that the steering wheel took only 
one third of a turn from lock to lock did 
limit the places the accelerator could get 
to so it was not all that bad and I soon got 
the hang of it. The steering was so direct 
I think I developed sinews I didn’t know I 
had in getting around the corners. As Peter 
says, the steering requires a firm hand, and 
I did try to power on around the corners 
but I think I’d need a bit more practice 
before I reach Peter’s level of expertise with 
this car. The clutch is on the floor as 
one would expect and it is accompanied 
there by the foot brake which works on 
the rear wheel only. In practice this is 
usually not a good option as very little 
retarding happens. The hand brake lever 
works on the front wheels and actually 
works quite well and is the brake of choice 
during normal road work. Direct through 
the steering is, on the road the steering and 
suspension work well and the car is easy to 
hold a line and no wandering is evident. 
Peter cruises the Moggie at 50 mph but 
admits to being too chicken to discover the 
flat out top speed although he has seen 80 
mph on the speedo and still climbing! Fuel 
consumption is usually around 45mpg. 

I had a lot of fun with this car and it 
seems that Peter is enjoying his ownership 
and I think that he made a good choice in 
1992 even though he was faced with a 
daunting task to restore what was essen-
tially a rusted out pile of parts as can be 
seen in the photos. BW
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We sure do! The vehicle in 
question is “our” old Oaky in 
which Diane and I competed in 

the 1972 International Rally in Nelson and 
many other events during the following 
five years.

The story starts with the late Bob 
Mansbridge, a long serving Canterbury, 
Wellington and Nelson branch member. 

Bob had to overcome the handicap of 
being of small size. This he did with great 
courage and determination. He was a true 
enthusiast and drove a MG TC and later 
a TF fitted with hand controls with great 
verve. He even owned and raced a Cooper 
Norton. He used his size to advantage by 
becoming a regular star in the nationwide 
production of Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. 

He was an enthusiastic photographer 
and the club has benefited from his photo 
legacy of many early club cars and events. 

Bob fancied a Veteran car, but of course 
it had to be sporting, a Mercer raceabout 
would do just fine!

While attending a Hawke’s Bay Branch 
Rally in the mid-60s he put in a bid for the 
remains of a 1915 Oakland that they were 
trying to get rid of, he was the lucky(?) 
bidder.

Bob’s vision was to turn this into a 
Mercer look alike. He brought the 
Oakland to Wellington (see photo) and 
considered how to start.

Bob mentioned his ambition to me. I 
happened to have a large picture of a 1915 
Mercer 35J on my garage wall, Bob wasn’t 
the only one who dreamed! Of course 
I was highly enthusiastic and thought 
I could see the potential in his project. 
Eventually he decided to move on and in 
1969 he offered the Oakland to me on the 
proviso that I made his dream come true.

Where to start? I had seen several 
Veteran speedsters created and wasn’t too 
impressed as most of them didn’t look 
right, either too high or the steering/
seating in the wrong position.

Fortunately I was able to obtain a scale 
side elevation of the Mercer 35J and I 
studied this carefully to establish the 
key proportions that gave this icon its 
stunning presence. I didn’t want a Stutz 
Bearcat look alike, it had to be a Mercer!

Because of a substantial differential in 
the size of the Oakland compared with 
the Mercer everything had to be scaled 
proportionally.

I decided to move the steering box back 
by inverting the mounting and set a lower 
rake on the column. Of course this meant 
that the pedals and gear shift also had to 
be moved. We created a new remote gear 
and handbrake control mechanism and 
shifted the levers to the outside to give the 
proper appearance.

The monocle windscreen was scaled, 
patterns made and several components 
cast. These have subsequently found their 

1915 Oakland Speedster
Words and photos Roger White

There it was – starring in Beaded 

Wheels 322 mailbag, a photo 

and enquiry from USA dealer/

enthusiast Tom Laferriere. 

“I recently purchased the 

car in the photo and it has a 

New Zealand history ….  

Do any members or readers recall 

this vehicle?” 

We sure do!

Forty years later in the USA.

As we got it.

On the 1972 VCCNZ International Rally.
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place on other cars. The result looked 
the part but was absolutely useless as a 
windscreen!

The cowl was cut down and a 
mahogany dash fitted.

I mocked up the seats from cardboard 
and changed them until they looked just 
right. I bent the 20g sheet metal around a 
former and wired the edges.

I then set about making the mudguards, 
again using cardboard to establish the 
patterns.

Wellington Branch at this time had 
an arrangement with Wellington Polytech 
and every Thursday night we had panel 
beating classes under the expert guidance 
of Steve Roberts.

These classes were invaluable and fun! 
I scaled and drew up the rear body and 
this was made for me by a boat builder 
friend in Nelson. My father restored the 
mechanicals and I painted Oaky in my 
shed at home – as you did in those days.

We were finally up and running just in 
time for the 1972 International Rally in 
Nelson. We had a great time at that rally 
especially in the 24 hour relay race where 
we managed to pass a couple of Model As. 
We were going so well that our captain 
kept us out for the maximum of three laps. 
We had lots more fun in Oaky but as our 
family grew, sanity prevailed and Oaky 
was replaced by Walter our 1930 Chrysler 
66, but that’s another story.

Oaky was sold to a local dealer who 
turned out to be shaky and eventually 
went bust. It broke my heart to see poor 
old Oaky languishing out in all weathers 
in a yard by Mount Victoria tunnel.

A few years later I had a pang of 
consciousness and tried to find Oaky with 
a view to buying it back. I eventually 
traced it to an Auckland member only 
to find that it had been sold a couple of 
months earlier to an American who was a 
member of the Deep Freeze operation. He 
flew it home in a Hercules!

This I thought was the end of the story, 
but thanks to the power of Beaded Wheels 
we are now in touch with the current 
owner and look forward to further updates.

Tom has commented on the Antique 
Automobile Club of America websites: 
“I just purchased this car. I saw the 
proportions and just had to have it. 112" 
wheelbase. I love the V radiator and side 
shifters. Well balanced.”

Another member comments “Yes, 
very nice lines and a pretty car …. So 
many attempts at speedsters go awry in 
the design and construction phase, but 
as you say this one has a very nice period 
balance.”

Bob Mansbridge would be well pleased.

 
BW

Some of these were ephemeral to 
be sure and of those that were 
in serious production all failed 

bar Cadillac, Lincoln and Chevrolet. 
Indeed, Cadillac was the reason they 
tried and failed. When GM’s flagship 
dropped its four cylinder engine in 
1914 and went solely with V8 power 
it was phenomenally successful, not 
yet competing in the luxury class but 
getting close to it. Competitors enviously 
eyed Cadillac’s 1915 record 13,000 
sales and climbed aboard in droves for 

the V8 ride. When one reads books 
such as Standard Catalog of American 
Cars (Kimes/Austin) and The Beaulieu 
Encyclopaedia of The Automobile 
(Georgano) which I have used exten-
sively for research, it is evident that 
hundreds of tyro automobile companies 
never produced a car but deftly accumu-
lated funds from gullible investors before 
vanishing. Some mentioned a V8 in 
their prospectus.

Legitimate companies trod the V8 
path in an effort to survive. According 

If the average man in the street was asked who invented the V8 engine it is 

likely the answer would be Chevrolet or Ford, and probably after WWII. More 

enlightened types might pick Cadillac or even remember there was a Chev V8 

“early on.” If we look back before the landmark event of Ford’s 1932 V8, there 

were at least 65 marques that used V8 power. 

before Henry
Words Kevin Casey

V 8s
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to the Automobile Trade Journal & Motor 
Age, an industry publication of the time, 
more than 1,900 US companies had 
entered the car business since the Duryea 
brothers built their first car in 1893 but by 
the mid-1920s it was hard-pressed to find 
even 35 manufacturers whose cars were 
worth listing for service station mechanics. 
That pointed to on-going wholesale 
slaughter from unrelenting competition 
and by 1916-17, when so many introduced 
a V8, WWI had made matters worse. 
Demand had softened as citizens used their 
cars less and soon usurious war taxes would 
be introduced. Although America did not 
enter the war until 1917 the voracious 
appetite of its burgeoning armament 
industry, busily arming the allies, was 
forcing raw materials prices up creating 
shortages and compelling car manufac-
turers, many only hanging on by their 

fingernails, to raise their prices in turn. 
Ford, Willys and Chevrolet dominated 
the low-priced field so any opportunity 
for a small manufacturer to broaden their 
range and profits lay in the middle or top 
end of the market, an already crowded 
field. With the ready availability of propri-
etary V8 engines from specialists such as 
Herschell-Spillman, Massnick-Phipps and 
Ferro, an upmarket model could be quickly 
introduced, hopefully stealing a march 
on competitors. Some developed their 
own V8, an expensive exercise leading 
to bankruptcy for many; others quickly 
dropped the V8 option as debt mounted 
but usually this just delayed the end.

When the war was over and the dust 
cleared, survivors and a further tranche 
of manufacturers, encouraged by the 
post-war boom, added a V8 to their line. 
Bust followed boom in mid-1920, culling 

the industry once again. Even the mighty 
Ford Company shut down its factories 
for a month. Once more an even further 
depleted auto industry climbed to its feet 
and gradually became its old rollicking 
self by the late 1920s. From here it is a 
well-known story and this time only the 
big three and a handful of the stronger 
independents were left standing. For now 
the V8 affair was over, just Cadillac and 
Lincoln left while Ford planned his eight 
cylinder assault on the low-priced market.

I have tried to be as accurate as possible 
with the following thumbnail descriptions 
but there will always be room for argument 
as even the most authoritative sources 
disagree on some points. References found 
to eight cylinder models that did not 
specify the V8 configuration have been 
omitted. If I have missed one or two then I 
hope the old girl mouldering under the hay 

before Henry
Words Kevin Casey

V 8s
 1904-1905 Buffum 4-4 Greyhound Eight.

Kevin Casey
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in a far corner of your barn is not among 
them!

Antoinette
Leon Levavasseur was the first to patent 

the V8 engine, doing so in 1902 before 
entering production in 1904. He named 
it Antoinette after his financial backer’s 
daughter. It was used primarily to power 
speedboats and aeroplanes but was also 
used in some cars after being displayed 
in the 1906 Paris Salon. Leon must have 
been an advanced thinker as his 7,270cc 
32hp creation featured hydraulic clutches 
with variable slip instead of a gearbox 
and differential while fuel delivery was by 
an (unreliable) fuel injection system! His 
engine was also used in the Adams and the 
Hewitt but there were probably no more 
than eleven Antoinette-powered cars in 
total.

Clément Ader
The honour of producing the first V8 

engine to power a car fell to Clément Ader, 
a French pioneer in flight and telephone 
service who built cars that carried his 
name from 1900 to 1907. Initially a V-twin, 
he joined two of these in line to make 
a V4. Later still two V4s were joined to 
make a 3.6 litre V8 which was fitted to a 
car that ran in the 1903 Paris-Madrid race. 
Three or four were made but none sold. 

Rolls-Royce
Rolls-Royce just squeaked in ahead of 

Darracq in 1905 with their wide-angle 
3,535cc V8, producing three cars but selling 
just one of them (to Lord Northcliffe) 
which they eventually took back and 
scrapped as it proved too unreliable. The 
other two were used for display and factory 
transport, no survivors unfortunately. The 
‘square’ (same bore and stroke) engine was 
mounted below the floor on the passenger 
side to reduce overall vehicle height. 
This new car, a low-slung roadster, was 
called the Legalimit as the engine was 
governed to limit road speed to the 20mph 
maximum legal limit. Rolls-Royce claimed 
it to be the first V8 designed from scratch, 
true enough as far as the Ader goes, as 

it was two joined V4s, but conveniently 
forgetting the Antoinette. This unsatis-
factory foray into V8 power must have 
smarted a little as design work on a new V8 
did not start until 1952 leading to produc-
tion commencing in 1959.

Darracq
Darracq followed along in 1905 with 

a one-off 200hp V8 designed by Paul 
Ribeyrolles with the sole purpose of 
capturing the land speed record. It did just 
that on 30 December 1905 setting the new 

mark at 109.65mph. This huge V8 
engine, utilising two blocks of the 
1904 four cylinder engine, was very 
much over-square (many years ahead 
of imitators) with a 160mm bore 
and 140mm stroke for a colossal 22.5 
litres displacement. Each cylinder 
equated to 2.8 litres! The Darracq 
was then shipped to Ormond Beach 
in Daytona USA to try to raise the 
bar. Another success; rocketing 

down the salt at 122.45mph in January 
1906. Parts of the chassis, complete with 
the engine, survived the ravages of time 
and have been incorporated into the 
restored replica car which looks like a twin 
to that fearsome blue Darracq racer we 
have seen blasting around New Zealand 
roads. Fifteen years after the record 
Darracq built an advanced but short-lived, 
low production Owen Clegg-designed 4.5 
litre side-valve V8 which was canned just 
two years later.

New Leader
One would assume the iniquitous 

English engine capacity tax was yet to 
arrive when in 1905 Charles Binks Ltd. 
of Apsley, Nottingham, introduced a V8 

model into their line of Leader 4 cylinder 
cars. It came in two sizes: 60hp 9.4 litres 
and 90hp 15.9 litres – probably the biggest 
capacity English V8 ever made. From 1906 
until the end in 1909, Leader became 
known as New Leader.

Marmon
Marmon were building air-cooled V4s 

in 1904 when they developed a similar 
engine in 65hp V8 form, the 7,416cc Model 
M-37. A prototype seven-passenger touring 
model was exhibited at the 1906 New York 
Automobile Show but $5,000 was a lot of 
money then and it showed, the car being 
withdrawn by 1908 after miniscule sales.

Adams-Hewitt
AH Adams, a British manufacturer, 

entered into partnership with Edward 
Hewitt, an American, in 1905 to produce 
single-cylinder cars known as Adams-
Hewitt in England and Hewitt in America. 
Adams also produced their twins and 
fours, easily recognised by their distinctive 
radiator outline spelling out a big capital 
A in polished brass. In 1907 a V8 model 
arrived using a 35/40hp engine based on 
the French Antoinette, for which they 
were agents. Some of its parts, including 
axles, were made in the US – not the 
most efficient way of putting a car together 
in those days. It soon became known for 
constant crankshaft breakages leading to 
its withdrawal in 1909.

In 1907 Hewitt claimed the honour of 
being America’s first car powered by a V8 
although Buffum disputed that as they also 
produced their V8 in 1907. It’s a bit late 
to settle the argument now and I doubt 
anyone cares one way or the other. Hewitt’s 
engine was the same unit derived from 
the French Antoinette that the Adams 
used. Shortly afterwards Hewitt moved 
into trucks when taken over by Metzger 
Motor Co. By 1912 they were owned by 
Mack. Incidentally, in 1908 Hewitt built a 
one-off V16 engine using two V8s mounted 
on a common crankcase for a racing boat 
ordered by a New Zealand customer. I 
wonder what happened to that engine?

Buffum
H H Buffum Co. (1901-1907) were into 

8 cylinder motors by 1904 but this was a 
horizontal eight powering their Greyhound 
race car, the first eight cylinder car offered 
for sale in America. Their V8 followed 
along in 1907 claiming bore and stroke 
sizes identical to the Antoinette. Maybe 
that is what it was? H H Buffum was a 
fine engineer and coachbuilder whose cars 
sported hand hammered aluminium bodies 
weighing just 120 pounds.

1905 Rolls-Royce 3,535cc V8

Above and below: 1905 Darracq.
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ENV
Outsourcing manufacturing to another 

country is not new. England’s ENV 
Company had their cars built in France, 
probably hoping for a bigger market there 
as, unlike the English, the French enthusi-
astically embraced automobiles right from 
the start. Its name was derived from the 
French ‘en-v’ meaning a V-layout engine. 
This 8,168cc 40hp V8, its water jackets 
protected by electrolytically-deposited 
copper, was shown at the 1908 Paris Salon. 
It featured a two-speed gearbox and a 
two-speed differential giving four forward 
ratios. It is likely only this prototype was 
made.

De Dion
De Dion (1883-1932) introduced the 

first series production V8 of any merit at 
the 1910 Turin Show. The 6.1 litre V8, 
later raised to 7 litres, was offered alongside 
their four cylinder engines until 1923. 7.8 
litre and massive 14.7 litre versions were 
produced for the American market. In 
fact twelve different size V8s were made, 
none of them particularly successful or 
profitable. As De Dion Bouton lacked the 
necessary capital to fund badly needed 
research and development for the new V8, 
its potential was never realised. It took 
thirteen years to make nearly 8,000 V8 
models meaning the first mass produced 
V8 emanated from Cadillac.

Scripps-Booth
James Scripps-Booth was the scion 

of a wealthy publishing company so he 
could well afford to dabble in automo-
bile manufacture. His first effort in 1912 
was the extraordinary Bi-Autogo – a cross 
between motorcycle and motorcar. An 
inside lever lowered two outrigger wheels 
for stability at speeds below 20mph. Power 
to get this contraption up to a claimed 
75mph was provided by a 45hp flathead 
V8 engine, Detroit’s first, predating the 
Cadillac V8 by three years. This prototype, 
and only example, complete with 137 
metres of copper water cooling tubing, cost 
an astounding $25,000 to build, courtesy 
of Uncle William Scripps. With a further 
injection of family cash the Scripps-Booth 
Motor Company started production of a 
four cylinder car in 1915. The Model D, 
powered by the Alanson Brush-designed 
6.3 litre ohv Ferro V8 engine, debuted in 
1916. With its two main bearing crankshaft 
its fortunate that low rpm was the norm. 
Chevrolet absorbed Scripps-Booth in 1917 
and the V8 was no more. Incidentally, 
although Ford Motor Company is generally 
credited with the first successful V8 
monobloc (or en bloc) casting for the 1932 
Ford, Ferro beat them to it by many years 
as did the Oldsmobile Viking in 1929. 

Cadillac
Cadillac had started with a single 

cylinder engine, adding a four cylinder 
model to its line-up in late 1904. In 
September 1914 Cadillac took the industry 
by surprise announcing their new 70hp 
314 ci. V8 and dropping the four cylinder 
engine. The design team was headed up 
by Cadillac founder Henry Leland’s son, 
Wilfred, but development of the new 

engine is credited to Cadillac’s outstanding 
chief engineer, Scottish-born D. McCall 
White. A number of competitors’ V8s 
were evaluated including De Dion and the 
Hall-Scott aeroplane engine with probable 
adoption and development of their best 
features. Selling 13,000 units in the 1915 
model year, the sophisticated new Cadillac 
engine set the bar for other manufacturers. 
A neat little extra in the form of a two 
cylinder tyre pump nestled in the engine 
valley. This was the first year of left hand 
drive for Cadillac, right hand drive being 
offered as an option.

King
Charles Brady King was a clever 

engineer, architect and artist among other 
accomplishments but it could be said that 
business acumen was not his forte. He 
built and drove in 1896 the first automo-
bile to chug along Detroit’s streets while 
Henry Ford followed along on his bicycle. 
After such diversions as the Spanish-
American War and alliances with Olds 
and Maxwell, he started the King Motor 
Company in 1911 producing four cylinder 
cars featuring the innovative technique of 
en bloc cast engines. Within the year King 
was overextended forcing his company’s 
sale to Artemus Ward. The King Motor Co 
had its own 3.9 litre V8 on the market just 
two months after Cadillac in December 
of 1914, selling its five-passenger touring 
for $1,350 compared to Cadillac’s similar 
model at $1,975. Their advertising slogan: 
“The World’s First Popular-Priced V8” 
tried to make hay out of this price differ-
ence but, although sales of 3,000 cars in 
1915 and again in 1916 were very respect-
able for a small company, it was a long 
way short of Cadillac’s. The King was a 
well-made car but sales steadily declined as 
the company changed hands again before 
bankruptcy in 1924. Interestingly, as the 
King V8 was an in-house design and it 
would have been evolving months before 
Cadillac’s V8 hit the market, the King 
Motor Co was pioneering the V8 path 
alongside Cadillac unlike so many other 
companies who simply came aboard to 
follow the prevailing wind.

Above and below: 1908 De Dion.

1915 Cadillac.

1925 Cadillac.
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Cole
Cole (1909-1925) followed Cadillac one 

year later introducing a V8 to augment their 
four and six cylinder models, which were 
dropped soon after. Cole was an ‘assembled’ 
car but that did not mean cheap; it used the 
best components available. The new engine 
rather resembled the Cadillac unit which 
was not surprising as it was built by GM’s 
Northway Engine Division alongside the 
Cadillac power-plant. Interesting, in that 
they were market competitors and Cole 
was not just a bit player in the luxury 
market. For example in 1919 Cole produced 
6,225 cars, second only to Cadillac in the 
high-priced field while seeing off the Three 
Ps: Packard, Peerless and Pierce-Arrow. 
Cadillac dominated this market segment 
selling 45,146 cars in that year. Names 
such as Tourosine, Sportosine and Brouette 
probably didn’t do much for Cole’s sales 
after their peak 1916 year when 5,160 cars 
found buyers. Cole was liquidated in 1925 
while still solvent – a bit smarter than most.

Oldsmobile
Charles Nash was in his last year as 

president of Oldsmobile before leaving 
GM and buying Jeffery to start his own 
company. Perhaps he had a hankering for 
V8s, as we shall see, but more than likely 
his decision to add a V8 to Oldsmobile’s 
four and six cylinder models was simply 
to keep pace with an industry trend. The 
new Olds V8, designed by Fabio Segardi, 
debuted in August 1915, its T-head design 
producing a modest 40hp from 246 cu. in, 
increased to 58hp one year later. The new 
engine was built by Northway alongside 
those for Scripps-Booth, Oakland, Cole 
and others. 8,000 were sold in its first year 
which was a very encouraging start but by 
1923 it was dropped.

Remington
Philo E. Remington was a grandson 

of the founder of the famous Remington 
Arms Company. He had three tilts at 
manufacturing cars after tapping granddad 
for money. The 1900 and 1910 efforts 
failed miserably whereas the 1914 version 
had some success at producing a cyclecar 
to which was added a V8 in 1915. Its V8 
engine was supplied by Massnick-Phipps 
and the Greyhound, as it was called, came 
in 2, 4 or 6 passenger styles. Due to the 
war some materials were difficult to source 
and by 1916, Philo quit trying.

Ross
Detroit was the city where the Ross 

Automobile Company was incorporated 
in the summer of 1915, offering their 
$1,350 touring car powered by a Herschell-

Spillman V8, following that in 1916 with 
a bigger 130” wheelbase model. Later that 
year, with the company struggling, New 
York capitalists moved in to refinance and 
reorganise it, returning to the east in 1917 
after their chaotic efforts had made matters 
worse. When Ross was sold off in February 
1918 all creditors were paid in full – almost 
unheard of in those freewheeling days.

Regal
The Regal Motor Company, incorpo-

rated in 1907, manufactured a small range 
of conventional medium-priced cars which 
sold quite well, helped along by extensive 
advertising. By 1913 annual sales of these 
four cylinder cars totalled 7,500. A 40hp 
V8-powered car in touring and roadster 
styles joined the line in 1915 with total 
sales of about 300 over three years. The 
new V8 car, plus a companion light 4, 
were designed by S G Jenks and V8 engine 
supplier was the Port Huron Construction 
Company. Material shortages due to WWI 
mortally wounded many companies and 
Regal was no exception, going into receiv-
ership in 1918.

Hollier
Charles Lewis left the presidency of the 

Jackson Automobile Company to build 
his own car in the Michigan factories of 
his Lewis Spring & Axle Company. The 
new 1915 Hollier was equipped with a 
Falls 6 cylinder or the 40hp V8 of Lewis’ 
own design in roadster and touring body 
styles. WW1 materials shortages saw the 
V8 line dropped in 1918 following barely 
adequate sales while the six meandered on 
until 1921.

Standard
Pennsylvania’s Standard Steel Car 

Company’s core business was building 
railway cars. With an eye on the 
burgeoning car industry management 
invested $2 million in 1913, building a 
factory to produce Standard cars. A six 
was the initial offering in 1914 joined by 
a 29hp 4.6 litre V8 in 1915. Standard 
claimed it was their own design but the 
plate on each engine reading Model 
Engine Works suggested otherwise. From 
1917 only V8s, in seven body types, were 
produced; the “Monarch of the Mountain” 
the new company slogan. After moving 
2,500 cars in 1917 sales gradually declined 
until in 1923, Standard Steel sold their 
interest and the Standard Motor Company 
folded not long after.

Apperson
The Apperson brothers were into car 

manufacture from the beginning, assisting 
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My first impressions of Post and 
Telegraph vehicles was a run 
down fleet that hadn’t recovered 

from years of war-time rationing. This 
was illustrated by the hack we had for 
the drawing office which was a flat-head 
Morris Six. This was a magnificent vehicle 
for racing along the runway at Ohakea 
when I had the misfortune to accompany 
an ex RNZAF officer to record a cable 
fault on the perimeter cable. 

The officer in question had baled out 
of a Wellington Bomber during the war 
and been captured by the Gestapo. He had 
escaped and rejoined his unit in Britain 
and still displayed a gung-ho approach post 
war.Burning up the runway in the Morris, 
he had a lift-off position complete with 
high revs, imagining he was still “back in 
it”!

The same Morris 357 had been the 
telegraph engineers’ car and handed 
down to us complete with armchair 
seats. The king pins were forever being 
attended to but it gave good service. 
Another ex-somebody-else vehicle was 
a Bedford. The lines staff had the best 
Bedfords, especially the cable jointers. 
When Himatangi Radio was built, winch-
trucks were the order of the day for lifting 
purposes.

We had a good Ford with a V8 motor 
that allegedly reached l20mph on the 
Kairanga Road with an engineer at the 
wheel who held an MSc. Hons in Physics. 

Okay for him – I was terrified. I believe the 
front wheels lifted from the road surface.

In addition to the main fleet our 
mechanics were also responsible for trailers, 
ditchers, jinkers and double-cabbers. There 
was even an old Thornycroft which was 
seldom used because of its solid tyres. But 
Bedfords and Chevs were the mainstays, 
and can now be found cropping up restored 
in Vintage enthusiasts’ hands.

I had the experience of laying a cable 
from a radio site to the Ashurst Exchange. 
It was all cross country work and I lost the 
truck. I had to phone up the boss, explain 
the situation, and organise a winch – very 
embarassing. 

In the Hamilton office we had one of 
those funny little Skoda powered Trekkas; 
a remarkable piece of engineering in terms 
of its rear suspension, and it took me 
to microwave sites on the old main toll 
system.

One of the bigger engines encountered 
wasn’t in a vehicle but fixed to a concrete 
slab at Himatangi Radio. This large diesel 
had a bore of about eight inches and served 
as a stand-by to drive a generator to power 
the transmitters in a mains failure.

At the more delicate end of engineering 
was a survey on telephone density. We 
had a bike wheel with a meter attached 
to provide a rev count which was then 
converted to footage. Such was the Heath 
Robinson way we plotted subscriber 
distance on our base maps.  

 
BW

Motoring in the P&T
Words and photo Gordon McPherson

The layout of the large engine and power room at Himatangi. To the left are the power switching control 
panels. To the right are the two Mirrlees eight cylinder diesel engine alternator units. NZVRS Bulletin, 
February 2007.

Elwood Haynes in building what was 
claimed as America’s first car in 1894. 
From 1902, after an acrimonious split 
from Haynes, they built their own cars 
and very successfully too. Their most 
famous effort was the Jack Rabbit, intro-
duced in 1907 with a guaranteed top 
speed of 75mph; very fast for its time 
and popular for racing. Sixes and fours 
powered Appersons with the four giving 
way to a V8 of their own manufac-
ture in 1916 through to 1924. All 1917 
models were known as Roadaplanes – 
the inspiration for Hudson’s Terraplane? 
Production peaked at 2,000 cars for 1916 
and although the company traded until 
1926, troughs exceeded peaks resulting 
in the 20 July 1926 headline: “Apperson 
goes under the Hammer”.

Briscoe
Benjamin Briscoe’s attempt to imitate 

General Motors with his United States 
Motor Company was an unmitigated 
disaster. After this failure Briscoe moved 
to France where he built Briscoe cycle-
cars with his brother Frank, returning 
to the US in 1914 and obtaining private 
capital to manufacture the quite hideous 
4 cylinder Briscoe Model B. It sported a 
‘Cyclops’ headlight in the usual radiator 
badge location, against the law in many 
states, while the roadster body was made 
of compressed papier-mâché! After this 
inglorious start the 1916 version adopted 
a conventional look and, for this year 
only, it was also available with a Ferro 
V8 engine. Briscoe morphed into the 
Earl in 1921, dying less than a year later.

Daniels
George Daniels, a former president of 

Oakland and Vice President of General 
Motors, teamed up with Neff E Parish 
to build “The Distinguished Car to the 
Discriminating” which used only V8 
engines during its eight years’ life. No 
radiator badge, just a D on the hubcaps, 
indicating by snobbery that this car 
was only for the wealthy. Initially, from 
late 1915, Daniels used the 331 cu in 
Herschell-Spillman engine while they 
developed their own unit for 1919. Once 
the bugs were eliminated this power 
plant was upgraded to a 90hp output 
from 404 cu in and it was sorely needed. 
The Daniels weighed about three 
tons! Its radiator shell with core was a 
one-piece pewter casting, for example. 
After harsh words Neff Parish withdrew 
his financial clout and Daniels entered 
the lion’s den in 1924. 

To be continued next issue
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This year’s Scenicland Rally was 
again a well-attended event with 
a lot of cars and owners who had 

not been seen on the Coast before. The 
event started from the new clubrooms at 
Shantytown in mild and clear, “top-down” 
motoring weather.

The initial opening route was north 
through Rutherglen and Marsden and on 
through Greymouth to Taylorville, with 
a stop to view the historic Brunner coal 
mining site. Then to Blackball, Ikamatua 
and Stillwater and morning tea at Moana 
beside Lake Brunner.

A compulsory stop along the way saw 
participants asked questions that had 
been posed by school and youth groups. 
Youngsters have been involved with 
previous rallies, and in return for their 
help the West Coast Branch donates funds 
to help with their activities.

For entrants with good ground 
clearance cars there was an option to head 
to Aratika. This Pioneer Class group got 
to travel rougher roads and tackle river 
crossings. This attracted quite a few Model 
As, a 1924 Essex and the West Coast’s 
own Duzgo. The rest of the rally managed 

to upstage all the modern machinery when 
parked up for a break at Moana.

The section of the rally on to Nelson 
Creek was delayed when it ran foul of 
another car club holding a speed event 
near Pidgeon Creek and had out a Road 
Closed sign. Some on the rally thought 
this might have been part of the competi-
tions of the day, but eventually diplomacy 
and negotiations behind the scenes 
allowed the Scenicland fleet through in 
indian file. The next hazard was that 
rarity of the Coast…dust. This was day 36 
of the West Coast drought and the bush 
looked as though there had been a dirty 
snow fall. The vegetation was white and 
surreal.

The next obstruction to bring the rally 
to a halt was a Californian Highway Patrol 
Cruiser, complete with three shades-
wearing, night-stick carrying uniformed 
officers. The situation that had the law 
edgy for our safety became no more 
obvious after we were diverted into an 
adjacent farmyard. A couple of ladies of 
the night appeared and made straight 
for the fine Bentley cruising through the 
gate in the hands of national president, 
John Coomber. Having removed Christine 

Coomber with a little femme fatale 
thuggery, the ladies launched themelves 
across the Bentley’s leather at your club’s 
stunned president. The jury’s out on 
whether he put up an adequate defence, 
but he did manage to subdue the attack by 
flinging his arms around both assailants 
and trapping them against the Bentley’s 
chromework.

With what has now become known as 
The Bentley Incident over, and the as still 
unknown situation that led to it appar-
ently resolved, the patrolmen flagged us 
on to Nelson Creek. Field trials followed 
lunch and unfortunately didn’t include 
the Pioneer Class, which had also been 
delayed by the previously mentioned car 
club road closure.

The rally ended back at Shantytown 
with dinner and prizegiving. John Foster 
in his 1954 Daimler took rally honours, 
and Kaye Turner in a 1948 Vauhall, the 
Lady Driver prize. Dave Campbell had the 
oldest car, a 1924 Essex, and David Calvert 
was from furthest afield, having notched 
up over 700 kilometres after leaving 
home in Invercargill. As West Coast is 
hosting next year’s Easter Rally, our next 
Scenicland Rally will be held in 2015.

Scenicland Rally – March 16, 2013

Words and photos Hemi Te Rakau (abridged)

Ian Smith 1951 Citroen Light 15 tackles the water on the Pioneer Section.

 
BW
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Rally Results
First in Rally
Olly Olsson 1930 Chrysler 77 speedster
First West Coaster
Cliff Sandrey 1965 Mustang convertible
Field Trials
Olly Olsson 1930 Chrysler 77 speedster
Lady Driver 
Kaye Turner 1948 Vauxhall 10hp
Oldest Car
Dave Campbell 1924 Essex 
Longest Distance
David Calvert 1975 Mitsubishi GTO 
  705km from Invercargill
Local Restoration
Pat Knowles 1962 Ford Consul 315

John Fowler’s 1931 Model A Phaeton at Lake Moana. Te Rakau 1939 Morris E Tourer alongside Olly 
Olsen’s 1930 Chrysler speedster.

A chance to view the clear waters. Pat Knowles walking faster than the Olly Olsen 
speedster for once.

Trevor Jones’s 1962 Ford Zephyr Mk ll. Michael Lavender’s 1931 Sunbeam 23.8. President Coomber triumphs on the day.
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The original thinking when I took on the job of Club 
Captain was to take a tour from coast to coast and back 
again covering as many passes as possible. Along the way, 

after having put plans in place, we discovered that not all that 
long ago some of the roads we intended to travel over had been 
covered by many of the people intending to come with us.

So it was with some trepidation, that Tracy and I headed 
towards Waimate in the late afternoon sunshine to meet a group 
of people that were only a collection of names we hadn’t had the 
privilege of meeting except on a piece of paper. It was comforting 
to know that a couple of them were close friends who could supply 
a shoulder to cry on if things all turned to custard. In reality it was 
the complete opposite. All those names on a piece of paper we 
now consider to be amongst our ever growing list of friends and 
would tour all over again with each of them at the drop of a hat.

The hours of preparation were like putting eight rallies together, 
end on end; accommodation, meals, and going over the entire 
route to make sure the roads actually existed. 

Thank you to John Chynoweth and Roger Devlin for the input 
into their local areas. They both included some local twists for 
interest.

Day one started in Waimate and ended in Mt Cook Village. 
This day encompassed going over the Myers Pass and then up the 
Hakataramea Valley and over that pass to bring us out via Dog 
Kennel Corner and on to lunch at Tekapo. The afternoon took 
us up Braemar Road to the head of Lake Pukaki and then around 
to the other side finishing at Mt Cook. This whole day was driven 

in rain and I was wondering if I was going to be lynched as we 
travelled over nearly 100km of gravel and a number of fords.

Day two took us tiki touring around the back of Twizel, on 
to  Omarama, and a little antique shopping, and then around 
the back of Lake Aviemore in the afternoon. We were heading 
towards Oamaru for the night via some interesting and elevated 
gravel roads and knew darn well that we were missing out on a 
very special view because of low rainy cloud.

Day three dawned sunny and stayed that way most of the day. 
We set off on the by now obligatory gravel roads on a roundabout 
route out of Oamaru, past Ngapara and then to Dansey’s Pass 
(which did actually have about five miles of seal), before more of 
the loose stuff. Lunch was at the Dansey’s Pass Hotel with low 
cloud and some drizzle but on the whole it remained fine all the 
way to Alexandra.

On day four three of our number headed towards the 
Nevis Valley to be met by Graham Taylor from Luggate in his 
repowered ‘23 Overland. The four of us drove up the valley 
from Bannockburn, again into wet cloud. Unfortunately Ray 
and Glenis Miller were unable to complete the first steep climb 
and had to turn back to join the rest heading to Wanaka via 
Queenstown and Arrowtown and over the Crown Range. This 
left the three of us to cross 23 fords and further climbing before 
dropping down into Garston and following the “staircase” road 
around Lake Wakatipu and then over the Crown Range to 
Wanaka. Somewhere along the way the Overland decided enough 
was enough and gave up the ghost after a lung full of ford water 

2013  
South Island Club Captain’s Tour
 Words and photos Alon Mayhew

Author Alon Mayhew’s ‘38 Dodge with the Mini and Citroën 2CV at Mt Cook Village.
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and had to be towed by the Ross’ ’28 Dodge to a point where a 
trailer took over.

Day five was a free day in Wanaka.
Day six was Anzac Day and after a gathering on the lake 

front for photos all set off over the Haast Pass on direct course 
for an overnight stop at Fox Glacier. On the whole the day was 
uneventful except that it rained again.

Day seven we viewed Clarke Johnston’s collection of cars and 
bikes tucked up in sheds away from the general public. There was 
a nice original ’39 Packard, a Model A pick up, a Mk 4 Zephyr and 
three Mustangs in one shed and in another were two Indians, a 
Triumph, another Mk 4 Zephyr and an MG. We then headed to 
Hokitika in the rain which by now was like a close family friend. 
We have vacuum wipers on our ‘38 Nash and, with a leak in the 
vacuum line, visibility was only gained with the occasional wipe 
to reveal more rain. There was however a small window of dryness 
in which a few fellow travellers ventured onto the new Tree Top 
Walk just south of Hokitika.

Day eight brought not just rain but torrential rain so our wipers 
stood no chance. The object of the day was to finish in Hanmer 
Springs via a few gravel back roads with lunch at Reefton before 
crossing the Lewis Pass. There was blue sky once we reached the 
other side of the pass at which point the thermos finally got an 
outing along with the picnic chairs that had so far had a free ride.

Our final dinner at Jollie Jacks at Hanmer was truly an 
occasion spent among friends.  BW

Lunch stop at Dansey’s Pass hotel.

Group shot on foreshore of Lake Wanaka.
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Queen’s Birthday Rally
Wanganui Branch 

Words and photos Doreen Hardy

Our Queens Birthday weekend 
rally saw 32 cars set off in the morning, 
heading north towards Waverley. They 
all made it home again even if a couple 
had to be helped along by a towrope and 
a helping vehicle. I think Tom Wilson’s 
1926 Standard Doctor’s Coupe is making 
a habit of this, though at dinner he swore 
it started first time when he got home. Ian 
Higgins’ 1955 Jeep needed a tow too. 

But for the rest of the field, the 
consensus was that it was a great day out. 
For the first time our Club Captain Mike 
Marshall had set two runs. A traditional 
route for anyone who was game and a 
shorter run with no gravel roads for the 
Veterans. Ian Chamberlain, in his 1917 
Buick, was not only happy to finish but 
delighted with his certificate and cup for 

winning in his class. The overall winner 
was Bill Lind driving his Post ‘60s Cortina 
Mark 2 GTE, ably navigated by his wife.

North Canterbury 
Weekend
Ashburton Branch 

Words and photo Milner Jacob

Eleven cars left the Ashburton Hotel 
car park around 9am and headed for 
Amberley then Greta Valley for lunch. We 
took the opportunity here to have a look 
at the motor camp proprietor’s shed full of 
machinery and equipment. Leaving Greta 
Valley we turned right to Motunau Beach 
and village and then on to Stoneyhurst 
Station for the first taste of station roads 
and tracks which led us to a magnificent 
view of the North Canterbury coastline 
from Kaikoura to the Port Hills. Station 
owner, John Douglas-Clifford gave us 
a brief talk on the approx 50,000 acre 

station. We had a look at Cathedral Gully, 
not the place to fall off the road, on the 
way back to Cheviot for the night. 

Sunday morning we left for the 
Leamington Valley and crossed the Lowry 
Peaks range on some very narrow and 
steep station roads. Once at the top we 
dropped down to Culverden for lunch. 
In the afternoon we went to Chris Earl’s 
property, Breadwardine, and after travel-
ling up hill and down dale through his 
farm we continued through to Hawarden 
and up to Waitohi Downs station. This 
station is owned by Lawrie O’Carroll who 
also runs Alpine Safaris Horse Treks. 
We followed one another up through the 
station to his airstrip where we were told 
of the station history and a few horse trek 
tales by the owner. From there we returned 
to Culverden for the evening and returned 
home on Monday. 

rally snippets

Wanganui: The corgis in front of Marion Johnstone’s Mark II Zephyr. Wanganui: Lunch stop in Waverley. 

Here at Beaded Wheels we are always on the lookout for a good 
article for a future issue. 
To encourage you to put pen to paper two lucky authors per issue will 
win a coveted limited edition Beaded Wheels cap. 
We can accept articles in handwriting, typed or via email.  
Post to: Beaded Wheels, P O Box 13140, Christchurch 13140  or 
Email: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
High resolution digital photos are acceptable if taken using a minimum 
four mega pixel digital camera set at a high resolution. 

Please contact me if you wish to discuss an idea for an article. 
Kevin Clarkson, Chairman Beaded Wheels Editorial Committee.
Phone home 03 385 9821 or email kevin@vcc.org.nz

Our lucky winners of the Beaded Wheels caps for this issue are 
George Kear, Dallas Yates and Fraser Kear and Ian Patton. 

wIn this limited edition  
beaded wheels cap!
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METAL RECLAIMING 
SPECIALISTS

One Stop Vintage Repair Shop

LATEST TECHNOLOGY NO HEAT DIST0RTION

GUARANTEED

129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Ph 09 238 4079 
Fax 09 238 4437 email kelven@fesltd.co.nz

• Worn axleshafts

• Crankshafts back to standard

• Main tunnels in blocks

• Top of cylinder block

The list is endless ...
We are the most complete machine 
shop in new zealand

WHITe MeTAllING  
of engine bearings

www.franklinengineering.co.nz
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The late Bob Turnbull was well known 
as the owner of his 1907 Suzaire Naudin 
but tucked away in a shed at Ophir for 40 
years was a 1904 Humberette Coventry 
Royal. It is thought to be the only one of 
its type left in New Zealand and one of 
only 12 known in the world. This car was 
initially owned by Captain Robert Ross of 
Alexandra, dredge master of the Ngapara 
Gold Dredge for a number of years, and is 
believed to have been the first motorised 
car in Central Otago. In 1946 Mrs Ross, 
gifted the car to the Turnbull family to the 
delight of 16 year old twins, Bob and Bill, 
who set about restoring it and it remained 
in the care of Bob until he passed away 
last year. On New Year’s Eve 1952 the 
brothers drove from Christchurch to 
Dunedin taking five minutes less than 20 
hours at an average speed of 32kmh. A 
better time may have been achieved but 
the hitch-hiker they picked up proved to 
be an encumbrance on the hills. At one 
stage in its life there was a saw attached 
to the back in order to cut firewood. Bob 
Turnbull was an engineer who lived in 
Christchurch and had a significant hand 
in the design of Hamilton jet boats. It was 
Bob’s wish before he passed away that the 
car go on display in the Alexandra area 
and that wish has been fulfilled with the 
vehicle being loaned by the Bob Turnbull 
Trust to the Central Stories Museum and 
Art Gallery collection.

Gary Pritchard of Christchurch is 
coming along nicely with his 1905 BSA 
245cc restoration. He is working on the 
tank and only has the smaller shiny parts 
to organise in order to complete the job. 

The parts for this project were gathered by 
the late Bob Leask. Gary has a 1904 BSA 
that he restored previously just to make 
sure he would be able to handle such an 
ancient machine. Obviously this worked 
and gave him the confidence to go ahead 
with the 1905. Waiting in the corner of 
the shed he has a 1904 Minerva that will 
likely be his next project. 

I now have proof there are vehicles 
hiding in sheds waiting to be found. Roy 
Sharman from Waiuku has just added 
a 1905 Unic swing seat model (allows 
rear seat entry) that has been sleeping 
in a shed for most of 58 years. What a 
car. It was exhibited at Olympia in 1905 
and first owned by W D Lysnar, MP for 
Gisborne, who owned freezing works, 
farms and a refrigerated ship for direct 
trading with the United Kingdom. Motor 
registrations in Gisborne commenced 
in 1912 when this car was already five 
years old. It was marked with registra-
tion number G5 and is the 379th of 700 
of the model built in the first year of 
production. Unic were famous for being 
the first taxicabs trading on the London 
and Paris streets from 1906 to 1920. The 
body was made by Carroserie F Merville 
and G Garnier Lenoir, Paris and has most 
of the original 1905 upholstery, body 
work and hood bows. The builder’s name 
plates are still on the car. Wind protection 
panels and a side-door were added in New 
Zealand using local kauri timber. It still 
retains the original brass brake linings 
and mechanical components. In 1905 the 

makers claimed it would travel at 35mph 
in top gear. This car was traded for a new 
Rudge motorcycle in January 1913 and 
re-sold the same year. No further detail is 
known until it was found in a collapsed 
barn in Matawai, between Gisborne and 
Opotiki, in 1958. It was found in a partly 
dismantled condition by a medical student 
(Graeme Macdonald) and reassembled in 
Auckland using some donor parts from 
another Unic twin cylinder car from a 
Wanganui farm. It was registered and used 
on the road for one year only; the 1959 
registration plates, registration sticker and 
WOF are still attached. From 1960 the car 
was stored in a Remuera garage until 2012.

I hear three cars from the late Floris 
Bosch collection in Wairarapa have gone 
to the Auckland province. Roy Sharman 
has the 1913 Talbot (London) roadster 
and a 1910 Reo one cylinder 4 seat 
runabout. This vehicle was once owned 
by the late Ivan Happer at Dunsandel and 
was thought to be a 1906 model. However 
after being purchased by the late Mark 

Diane Ross 
38 Keenans Road 
RD 2, Ashburton 
randross@kinect.co.nz

brass notes

1905 Unic.

1904 Minerva owner G Pritchard.
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Ball of Auckland in the late eighties it was 
found to be 1910.

From the same Bosch collection Jim 
Boag purchased a 1907 De Dion Bouton 
single cylinder 8hp two seater to join Jim’s 
restored 1916 four cylinder seven seater 
Studebaker and the 1914 Overland model 
79R now with raceabout body work. 

Terry Jenkins of Clevedon has become 
the latest owner of a 1917 Dodge roadster 
last owned by Kevin Slater from Foxton 
beach. The late Bob Helm did a lot of work 
on this car for owner Peter Lawrie many 
years ago. I remember this car arriving at 
our farm en route to Central Otago on 
its first shakedown run after restoration. 
Tony Best in Christchurch also owned it 
for some time before it headed north to 
Auckland where Jim Boag also, I think, 
owned it at some stage. 

A 2011 Brass Notes column asked 
whether anyone could recall what 
happened to a 1917 Dodge that was known 
to be in the Southland area and thought 
to have been sold to someone in North 
Otago pre the 1950s. Well here we are in 
2013 and I have been contacted by a reader 
who has a photograph of his uncle, Tom 
Johnston from Windsor in North Otago, 
standing in front of such a car. The photo 
was taken around 1947/48. In 1949 Mr 
Johnston was killed in a railway crossing 
accident at Enfield. Can anyone add any 
other info?

There are plans afoot by a few Veteran 
owners from the North Island to venture 
South for some summer motoring. The 
main focus will be on attending the 60th 
Brighton Rally in Dunedin, but they are 
also keen to hear of any other Veteran 
events that they may be able to attend. 

On a very cold morning while on 
the South Island Club Captain’s Tour 
in April we saw a large Veteran vehicle 
thundering southward through Omarama. 
The passengers were suitably muffled up 
to avoid hypothermia and unable to be 
identified, however I believe it was Peter 
Le Gros taking his large De Dion Bouton 
to Wanaka in preparation for some serious 
southern motoring in the new season. 

With the help of Brass Notes readers the 
history of the Waimate County Council 
Oldsmobile has been completed, as far as 
possible, by Trevor Holland.

He started with photographs from the 
Waimate Museum of Oldsmobiles dated 
about 1901-1904 and from a gentleman 
whose grandfather and father respec-
tively drove the car in the 1929 Waimate 
Borough Jubilee, and in the 1954 Waimate 
Centennial Show held the day after 
Waimate’s 100 year street parade. On 27 
May 1908 the Waimate Advertiser reported 
from the council meeting that a motor 
car could be procured for £300. It would 
have to climb anything and would replace 
the two horses required to cover the vast 
county area. It would be used by the 
county engineer and a further £50 would 
be put up for running costs, about the 
same amount required for the upkeep of 
the two horses. 

It is assumed that the 1903 Oldsmobile 
was bought second hand and there is a 
chance that it is the 1904 County Tour 
one, bearing in mind that there were very 
few Curved Dash Oldsmobiles in Waimate 
at that time. 

Another report in the Advertiser of 22 
February 1909 stated there were 32 cars 
and 30 motor cycles registered at that time 
in Waimate. 

The County Oldsmobile was stored in 
a large county workshop until the early 
‘60s. During that time, as well as being 
in the Centenary Parade, it was on loan 
to the International Harvester Company 
as part of their showroom display in their 
Christchurch premises.

Not a lot was known after this date as it 
was no longer seen in Waimate and there 
were rumours that it was last seen either 
being loaded on rail or aboard a coastal 
vessel in Timaru. However in 1980 a local 
VCC member called at the Southward 
Museum and took photographs of a 1903 
Curved Dash Oldsmobile with the county 
colours and markings. In 1989 Laurie 
Bartlett visited the museum and verified 
this was indeed the Waimate car that he 
was familiar with during his working years 
at the County. 

In conclusion these facts can only be 
recorded as memories and history can be 
distorted over time and it could not be in 
a better place as far as preservation and 
public viewing is concerned. 

The Waikato organisers of the National 
Veteran Rally next year have endeavoured 
to contact all Veteran owners. If you have 
been missed I suggest you contact the 
Waikato Branch.

 
BW
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shipping costs etc and GST paying say 
$25,000 here plus buyers premium doesn’t 
look like a great deal to me. But, forgetting 
the $ side of things the 750 Sport is a great 
machine.

Talking of Moto Guzzi there is at long 
last, one in my shed. I can’t explain my 
fascination with this marque but I have 
always been drawn to them. I think it’s 
their style and that cool-looking trans-
versely mounted V twin. I have hankered 
after a Mk 1 Le Mans, introduced 1976, 
and should have jumped in years ago 
as prices now are edging away from my 
budget and I thought, after the failed 
run at the Webb’s auction Le Mans, that 
I’d have to abandon the Moto Guzzi 
ownership ambition. However it pays to 
keep thinking and keep looking. I searched 
international websites for Guzzis for sale 
and found the occasional item of interest, 
including the 750 Sport mentioned in the 
previous para. I did some serious thinking 
about that machine but really I needed 
a good contact in California who could 
have done the necessary inspection and 
background work for me. I did find too 
in US market places, a couple of the 
model 850 T and 850 T3 and T5. I knew 
nothing of these but it didn’t take long for 
me to discover that these American and 
UK market models were the forerunner 
of the Le Mans with largely the same 
844cc V twin motor and pretty much the 
same frame. The 850T was introduced 
in 1974 and followed by the T3 and T5 
with production continuing into the mid 
1980s. Now armed with new information 
I dug deeper on web sites and came away 
with the impression that this mid-‘70s 850 
range was mostly well liked, was a great 
ride with a big strong motor. Yes there 
were negatives, but there always are. Then 
to my absolute surprise a 1974 850T turned 
up on TradeMe, and yes, I bought it and 
I think the price was about right. I took 
delivery about two weeks later and have 
to say I was initially disappointed at the 
condition of the machine. I wasn’t able to 
travel to Auckland to view so was relying 
upon owner advice and the published pics, 
which, as I have noted before, can be 
misleading. However it was all present and 
correct as far as numbers are concerned 
and having checked it over I added some 
fuel and hit the starter. It fired up grumpily 
but soon settled down and I took my first 
ever Guzzi ride. Thumbs Up! Once that 
big torquey motor warmed up I knew I was 
going to love this machine. I rode it twice, 
about 60km in all, and then stuck it on 
my lifter and started the strip down. This 
bike has all the hallmarks of a machine 

used for purpose but never really cared for. 
Mechanically it’s fine and the recorded 
mileage, 24,000 miles seems correct, but 
cosmetically it was tired and scruffy, and 
I don’t like scruffy. So as this gets written 
during the second half of June the Guzzi 
is little more than a frame with engine, 
gearbox and wheels attached. All of the 
extra bits, the shiny bits, the electrical 
bits and the painted bits et al are on the 
bench in my shed undergoing cleaning 
and refurbishing or are spread around 
various specialists for whatever attention 
is needed. Lots of rechroming, a suitable 
new paint job, various new seals and 
gaskets and lots of heavy duty cleaning 
and polishing should result in a rather 
handsome piece of Italian design. I am 
aiming for a return to the road some time 
in August.

Talking about buying on the internet 
leads me on to a related topic; the question 
of what it is the punter is buying from an 
internet site. As I am sure many do I follow 
the Trade Me Classic Bikes site rather 
closely and not infrequently I wonder 
about the adequacy and accuracy of details 
that are published. Three recent examples 
illustrate my point, but it needs to be 
understood that my comments do refer to 
complete and roadworthy machines that 
were offered for sale and machines from an 
era when factory build records and the like 
are mostly accessible.

An advertisement for a 1958 AJS G9 
500 twin. Straight away a question pops 
up as the G9 was the Matchless variant. 
The photos revealed a crankcase with the 
AJS badge in place. I emailed the seller 
and asked for the engine number and, to 
his credit, he replied providing a number 
that commenced ‘G9 50’. (The numbers 
defined the crankcase as a 1950 Matchless 
item.) Clearly this machine had had some 
sort of engine transplant and someone had 
glued an AJS badge onto the Matchless 
crankcase. To further confuse the issue 
the photos revealed a very early gearbox, 
probably 1950 or thereabouts. And so one 
might ask the question; ‘what was it that 
made this a 1958 AJS as advertised?’ I did 
advise the seller of the apparent discrepan-
cies and by his reply it appeared he had no 
knowledge of these machines. He thanked 
me for the info, but none of these identifi-
cation matters were listed on the ad, before 
or after, and that leads me to wonder about 
a buyer’s rights.

Another Matchless example from Trade 
Me. Nice photos of what was advertised 
as a 1949 500 single. One might have 
expected a rigid rear end for that year 
or one suspended with what were known 

I note in the last issue, 322, that Beaded 
Wheels Chairman, Kevin, was being taken 
to task by his committee for overdoing it 
on motorcycle stuff. Of course he denied 
such allegations, and rightly so; but I do 
offer the observation that Beaded Wheels 
really is a publication that reflects the 
lives and the old vehicle interests of its 
readers. After all virtually every story that 
turns up on these pages derives from the 
interest and commitment of the owner 
of an aged vehicle. There is no fleet of 
salaried journalists or reporters digging 
out and writing stories, just a marvel-
lous collection of VCC members and it 
is they who give life and interest to this 
magazine. So perhaps, if there is a percep-
tion that too many motorcycles are on the 
loose, providing lovely stories and pictures, 
a few more car owners could tell their 
stories and share them with the Beaded 
Wheels readers.

Some readers might recall that last 
time in this column I said that I could 
not report on the success/failure of motor-
cycles at Webb’s March Vintage and 
classic sale. Since that time I have been 
sent a copy of the list of sales and prices 
achieved. The results were pretty much 
as I had expected. One or two surprises 
where price exceeded my thoughts, 
particularly for the Velocettes that came 
up for sale. They all made good prices 
and that seems a pretty clear indicator of 
the respect the marque has earned. There 
were Triumphs galore on offer but sales 
were slim. There were 10 Bonnevilles and 
most listed at estimates beginning around 
$18,000. Desirable as a nice Bonny might 
be I am sure they have not attained that 
level of interest as yet and given that 
only two sold at much lower prices one 
has to ask the question why load up the 
auction with so many machines of the 
same model, different year of manufacture, 
and stick such a high estimate on them. 
The very cool Moto Guzzi 750 Sport that 
I liked the look of failed to sell; it had an 
estimate of $28-38,000. Nice machine but 
just a few weeks ago (late May) one of the 
very same model sold in California for US 
$9600. Even considering exchange rates, 

Frank Metcalfe

two wheels  
and other things
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as the ‘Candlestick’ rear suspension units. 
However this machine was suspended with 
the later model jampots and it carried an 
alloy head motor, it should have been an 
iron head, and featured an Amal concen-
tric carburettor but should have been a 
monobloc. I could not see what it was 
that made this a 1949 motorcycle. I asked 
the seller for the engine number and was 
fobbed off with the final few digits of the 
number. I asked again for the full number 
and received no reply. From that I drew the 
conclusion that the seller knew full well 
what was being offered for sale and that it 
was not a 1949 model. This machine was 
probably little more than a collection of 
parts, and that information should have 
been revealed in the ad. Yes it might have 
been a nice old machine but I do think the 
seller has a responsibility to provide the 
would-be buyer with some clear informa-
tion; at the very least make it clear that he/
she knows nothing of the machine, if that 
is the case, and to respond accurately and 
truthfully to enquiries.

A European example. An ad for what 
looked a rather nice European; a Moto 
Guzzi actually. Not a model I was particu-
larly interested in but out of curiosity I 
asked the seller for the engine and frame 
numbers. They were provided with the 
advice from the seller that to his knowledge 
they were the factory build numbers. 
However they were not. The engine 
number was correct for the period but the 
frame number identified it as being from 
a considerably earlier and different model. 
The bike was an import from the US and 
the seller pointed out in the ad that the 
frame had recently been repainted. What 
do we take from that? This was not what 
was being advertised, a frame from an 
earlier and different model equipped with 
another later model’s engine and then sold 
to NZ. Yes it might have worked okay but 
the buyer, assuming there was one, was not 
actually getting what he/she might have 
expected from the advertisement.

Quite clearly the old adage ‘let the 
buyer beware’ applies in each of the above 
cases. More importantly though the cases 
demonstrate just how important it is for 
the prospective buyer to acquire informa-
tion about the machine he/she is looking 
at, assuming that is that they want to 
buy a genuine machine rather than a 
project or a special. Even if the above 
had been the model of Moto Guzzi I 
really wanted I would not have purchased 
it given the disparity between frame and 
engine numbers. Non-matching numbers 
are common of course but I would always 
advise that such mixed numbers should be 

within the factory range that applied to 
the particular model.

The seller has in my view, an obligation 
to be totally honest about the machine he/
she is selling and not to disguise failings 
and/or substituted major components. It is 
ok to be ignorant of the model; eg selling 
on behalf but that should be stated so the 
buyer is made very aware they need to do 
their homework.

To finish up this time an amusing little 
story of lost and found. Some months ago 
on a mission into town using my rather 
aged Nissan ute I returned to the parking 
place (actually an area for AA members 
to park so I was legally parked) only to 
find that a thorough search of pockets, 
shopping bag etc failed to produce a set 
of keys for said ute. Oh dear, and no not 
locked in. I retraced my steps, searching 
footpath and gutters and checked shops I 
had entered or just walked past. No joy. I 
called in to the local police station, fortu-
nately close by, and reported my loss. I had 
no idea what might have happened to the 
keys but was consoled by the knowledge 
that the key ring carried no house or other 
key and no address or other ID. A 20km 
walk home didn’t seem particularly attrac-
tive but I did have a spare key at home. A 
phone call to a good neighbour revealed 
he was heading in to town so I sent him 
to my house with advice on how to get in 
and where to find the spare key. Within an 
hour I was mobile again and more or less 
accepting that one set of keys had gone 
west. 

Three days later I was enjoying an ale at 
our local with another neighbour and 
friend, who I had not seen for months, and 
bemoaning the loss of the ute keys. He 
pricked up his ears. “Where did you lose 
them?” I told him. “Ah” he said “Was that 
a black leather key fob? My wife picked 
that up three days ago and handed it in to 
the AA office.” We fell about laughing at 
such coincidence and I bought the next 
round. Sure enough they were my keys and 
I still can’t get over the fact that I just 
happened, at that particular time, to be 
sharing a beer with a friend whom I hadn’t 
seen for months. It is a small world. BW

LUCAS CLASSIC 

TYRES
2850 Temple Ave.,Long Beach, CA 90806 USA

20 MINUTES FROM
LOS ANGELES AIRPORT, USA
1-562-595-6721

www.lucasclassictires.com

BEST
PRICES!
200 Sizes
15 Brands
We Ship

Worldwide
FREE

CATALOG 
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HORSELESSAUTO.COM

SPECIALISING IN FINE AUTOMOBILES

Vehicle Location Service
Pre Purchase Inspection
Consulting & Appraisals

Exporting Service
Hershey AACA Swap Meet Tour Oct 2012

Auction Service
Brokering

Parts location service
Shipping- Transportation service

Contact Robert Benge VCCNZ Member
Email horselessauto@gmail.com 

PH 001 646 266 2245 
New York USA

CAST IRON 
WELDING

Powder Spray Process, 
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,  

Cooling Fins, Castings,  
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE 
MOTORING  

ENGINEER ltd
No. 6 R.D. 

Palmerston North 
Phone 06 324-8707
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Balancing Balancing Balancing,  
 We can balance most Vintage and single cylinder 
engines,fans,driveshafts etc. Work is carried out 
on a modern digital machine. M S Coombes Ltd, 
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch, Ph 03 366 
7463, Fax 03 366 7462, Email: mscoombesltd@
clear.net.nz

cOacHWORK  For all your coachwork, woodwork 
and timber rim steering wheels for your Veteran, 
Vintage or Commercial vehicles contact Designs 
N Wood John Martin, 11 Bell Avenue, Cromwell. 
Phone/fax 03 445 0598, 021 109 1309 or email 
martin_jw@xtra.co.nz member

gOt viBRatiOn pROBlems?  
 The crankshaft pulley/balancer/damper may be 
the cause. Rubber perishes over time. John at 
Harmonic Damper Rebuilds can rebuild your 
pulley like new. He has a proven system to 
re-rubber and re-sleeve dampers. Most can be 
rebuilt as good as new and save you money and 
engine repairs. 027 666 3350 or 07 863 3350 
damperdude@gmail.com

DRivesHafts DRivesHafts DRivesHafts 
 We can alter or make driveshafts with fabric 
components to take modern universal joints and 
yokes, as well as performing dynamic balancing. 
We also carry a large range of driveshaft 
components for car, trucks, industrial and 
marine. M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

1909 WoLSELEy SiDDELEy  2 cylinder roadster 
10hp, restored. interested parties phone Ron 
Duckworth.  mem

1922 SuNBEAM 16/40,  part restored, many parts 
including 5 new tyres, contact me at 03 324 2168 
to view, reason for sale, failing health and desire to 
pursue other interests. $17,500 or near offer, please 
don’t insult me with offers much smaller than that, i 
have put a lot work, and dreams into this project to 
just give it away.  mem

1929 CHEVS x 2  – 4 door Sedan plus two 
door coach. chassis work done on one, require 
restoration $6,000 for both. Phone 07 888 7596, 
Howard Porteous.  mem

1927 BuiCk VAN PRoJECT   All mechanicals 
completely rebuilt including new wheels and 
hubcaps, front guards, bonnet, radiator and cowel 
fitted. Two front sedan doors fully rebuilt. Good rear 
guards. Also lots of nickel bits. Big money spent so 
far. Phone 07 862 7418 for more details.  mem

1929 GRAHAM PAiGE  enough to build 1½ 
cars. Garaged in Dunedin 4 speed and 3 speed 
gearboxes. Spare motors, everything. Phone Bill 
03 454 4461  mem

1934/36 FoRD V8 FLAT HEAD ENGiNE FoR SALE. 
 30 thou bore. Phone Andrew: 027 230 6560 or 06 
324 7165, email: roweheavystructural@xtra.co.nz 
  mem

CLASSIFIED RATES 
Due to space limitation, classified advertisers 
should refrain from the use of dashes, spaces, 
logos, blank lines and formatting. All classified 
rates include GST. The 65 word limit includes 
contact details. Advertisers requiring ads longer 
than the standard 65 words, or who require 
typography or space, must apply display rates. The 
advertising department reserves the right to edit or 
return classifieds not meeting the criteria
Member of Vintage Car Club 
No charge for text or photo classified advertising. 
Members must be financial and identify their 
Branch.
Non Member 
$21 for first 40 words or part thereof, thereafter 
15 cents per word to a maximum of 65 words per 
advertisement.*
Text in a Boxed Ad 
$24 non-members,* 
Colour Photo Ad in Box
$56 non-members, enclose a clear photo and an 
SAE if return required.*
Above rates apply for each advertisement. 
Advertisements should be typed or clearly 
printed.

EMAIL ADDRESS FoR ADVERTISINg  
beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

ENCLoSE PAYMENT 
Cheques Payable to Beaded Wheels. 
Post to: Advertising, P o Box 13140, Christchurch 
8141, to arrive not later than 10th of month 
preceding publication. *

DISPLAY RATES*
 Casual 3 Issues 
 (per issue) 
Full Page $900 $720 
Half Page $490 $390 
Horizontal Quarter Page $270 $216 
All display rates quoted exclude GST and are for finished 
digital artwork  supplied. Artwork can be arranged at an 
extra charge.

Deadline for copy 10th of month preceding publication.
Beaded Wheels will consider articles of a technical 
nature for inclusion in its editorial space. Beaded Wheels 
however regrets that it is not able to offer editorial space 
for advertisements nor for the promotion of products.
Marketplace advertising cancellations received in writing 
prior to advertising deadline will be refunded in full. 
Where possible Beaded Wheels will refund 70% of the 
advertisement cost for any cancellations received after the 
booking deadline.
*Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee 
processing charge of 3%
Beaded Wheels makes every effort to ensure no misleading claims are 
made by advertisers, responsibility cannot be accepted by Beaded Wheels 
or the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (inc.) for the failure of any product 
or service to give satisfaction. inclusion of a product or  service should not be 
construed as endorsement of it by Beaded Wheels or by the Vintage Car 
Club of New Zealand (inc.).

No liability can be accepted for non-appearance of advertisements and the 
text of all advertisements is subject to the approval of the editor who reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisements which are not compatible with the 
aims, objectives, and standards of Beaded Wheels or the Vintage Car Club 
of New Zealand (inc.)

in accordance with the provisions of the Human Rights Commission Act 1977 
Beaded Wheels will not publish any advertisement which indicates or could 
reasonably be understood as indicating an intention to discriminate by reason 
of sex, marital status,  religious or ethical beliefs. Advertisers should take all 
care in drafting advertisements as they could be held liable, as well as Beaded 
Wheels and the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (inc.).

marketplace
1939 CHEVRoLET DELuxE PARTS FoR SALE.  Rolling 
chasis, doors, bonnets, guards, boot lid, bumpers, 
over-riders, grill and all mechanical parts. Phone 
Les Jeffery 07 579 1136  mem

1947 AuSTiN 8   very restorable. Runs and drives 
well, last reg 1975. Car is in Putaruru. $1,500 ono. 
Phone 07 883 3980, anytime.  mem

1974 BENELLi 650 ToRNADo  This motorcycle is on 
the VCC register and has been owned by the same 
person from brand new. it has done 41,500km and 
has been serviced and maintained with regularity 
by enthusiastic owner. Reluctant sale due to death 
of owner, and wife doesn’t ride! Registered and 
WoF. A beautiful classic motorcycle. $15,000 or 
neg. Email: dmarion.wyness@gmail.com  mem

6 VoLT RELAy FoR ViNTAGE AND CLASSiC CARS.  
Will operate with just 4.5 volts. Contacts rated at 
40amps, SPDT (87 & 87A). Common automotive 
type with 5 terminals and mounting tab. Suits std 
plug base or female spade terminals. Priced $13.25 
each, free freight. Phone Don 09 406 2020 or 027 
255 2852. www.cruisingelectronics.co.nz  mem

A CoMPLETE JoB LoT oF “J” TyPE oVERDRiVE  
parts for sale. 6 Adaptors, 6 main casings, 6 rear 
casings, 6 flanges, 5 speedo drive, 5 planet gear 
& carrier assy, 5 sun-wheel, 5 clutch assy, 6 brake 
rings, 5 pump plunger assy, 5 bearing housing assy, 
3 bearing clutch, 5 cage roller retaining, 3 main 
shafts and cams, 5 sump covers, 5 annulus assy, 
3 solenoids assy 20 operating springs, circlips, 
dashpot items, plugs for main casings. Phone for 
full information  Ashley 03 612 6644.  mem

ALLoy 4 DooR MiD-1920S TouRiNG BoDy.  Sell 
or swap. Phone Alan 03 215 6383, 027 656 4632, 
alanfbryce@hotmail.com  mem 

AuSTiN 1100 1968.  Registered until September and 
WoF until october. Receipts for over $1250 over 
the last 12 months. There is surface rust around 
body but no structual rust. The clutch may need 
looking at. Please phone Tony 03 327 7111.  mem

caRBURettOR Re-cOnDitiOning — including 
classic and performance makes. 40 plus years 
trade experience. Free advice. Contact Graeme 
Tulloch, Tulmac Carburettor Specialists on 027 612 
2312 or (Levin) 06 368 2202

DistRiBUtOR & fUel pUmp 
paRts anD seRvice 

 We rebuild distributors, vacuum advance units, 
mechanical fuel pumps and supply parts new, 

NoS, remanufactured and used. 
vacuum advancers restored. 

electronic ignition kits to eliminate points.  
Quality Rebuilds,  

85 Polo Prince Dr, Manurewa, Auckland, 2576. 
email: peter@qualityrebuilds.com  

www.qualityrebuilds.com 
phone peter 09 267 4700 

AuToMoTiVE LiGHTiNG AuToMoTiVE BuLBS  in 
6-12-24 volt including most hard to get bases in 
both 6 & 12 volt conversions. These are the old 
type standard bulbs not the more expensive Quartz 
type. Try me for all your bulbs preferably with a 
description rather than an obscure number. info and 
quotes, phone Stuart Neill 03 472 7199. or email 
stulynneill@gmail.com  mem

EiGHTy CoPiES oF THE Buick Bugle  1993-2000  
Monthly magazine of BCC of America. Phone Neil 
03 434 9470.  mem
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Over 40% of VCC members 
insure their vehicles with Vero CIS. 
Now’s a great time to join them.

See our back page ad for full details...
Freephone 0800 658 411 select option 2

FOR sale

HUBcaps – any problems contact me 
i now produce either hubcap skins or complete 
hubcaps. These are top quality replicas. Pressed 
not spun to the closest possible original 
specifications. i can manufacture any model 
that uses the skin system plus many others 
provided they do not exceed 10½" in diameter. 
For more information phone Dave Patten Replica 
Manufacturing (2003) Ltd, Ph 027 247 7956, 160 
New york Street, Martinborough. Email dave.
patten@wise.net.nz 

valves exhaust quality stainless for Vintage 
engines. Available in blank form or machined 
to size required. George Calder, 307 Hoon Hay 
Rd, Christchurch. Phone 03 338 5372 or email 
gandkcalder@clear.net.nz 

penRite Oils  We carry a large range from 
Vintage to Modern engines. Gearbox, diff,  
S.u dashpot and water pump grease.  
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

PISToNS PISToNS PISToNS  PISToNS 
FoR VETERAN, ViNTAGE, 

CLASSiC & oDDBALL ENGiNES. 
We can supply piston sets for most makes & 
models. All piston sets come complete with 

rings & gudgeons. We have over 700 listings at 
competitive prices.

M S Coombes Ltd
344 St Asaph St, Christchurch

Ph 03 366 7463, FAx 03 366 7462

penRite engine cOOl ant   
A colourless hybrid-organic non glycol based 
corrosion inhibitor designed specifically for 
use in Veteran, Edwardian, Vintage and 
Classic Car cooling systems. M S Coombes Ltd,  
344 St Asaph Street, Christchurch,  
Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462,  
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

KINg-PIN KITS, TIE RoD ENDS, 
Spring shackles, ignition parts, bulbs and 
sealed beams, spark-plugs and coils, engine 
bearings, engine mountings, head gasket/
sets, pistons and valves, timing chains and 
gears, flywheel ring gears, tyres, carburettors, 
magnetos, etc, for all makes and models, 
especially: Austin, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Essex, 
Ford, Hillman, Morris, Standard, Vauxhall. 
Ronald Lever, 87 Tui Rd, Papatoetoe, 
Auckland 2025. Phone 09 278 3888 evenings.

FiVE x 15” STEEL WHEELS,  5 x 15” Tubes, 5 x 
chrome hub caps with MG logo, 4 x brake drums 
with wheel nuts. Parts left over from a wire wheel 
conversion. All in very good condition. $80. Parts 
located in Hastings. Phone 0800 425 475.  mem

HiLLMAN MiNx – ‘62-‘65,  series 5. Phone 03 317 
8025.  mem

HuGE AMouNT oF PARTS FoR 1928/9 PLyMouTH.  
Suit Dodge De Soto and some Chryslers i 
believe. Contact me for what you want, i will 
most probably have it. Phone 03 3197400, 
email heaven@homewoodhill.com.  mem

PRoJECT, 1931 FABRiC BoDiED RG AuSTiN 7. 
 Believed to be one of about 12 left worldwide. Has 
matching numbers. The mechanicals have been 
done. At present, it is fitted with a ’29 type saloon 
body, which is a two seater, it runs well, the 
original body is included. Have some paper work 
and original uk log book. offers around $6,000. 
For more info phone 09 817 7845.  mem

SEVERAL 600 x 16 CRoSSPLy TyRES FoR SALE , all 
warrantable, open to offers. Phone Richard 04 577 
0350

MoRRiS MiNoR. 1963 2 DooR, 1275 cc. Excellent 
running order, very good upholstery and paint. No 
rust. Fitted with correct heater and brake booster 
available. Reg and WoF, original plates. Photos 
available. Phone 03 578 6133.  mem

MoRRiS MiNoR uTE,  reg on hold. No tray, cab 
rusty, exc 1098 motor (running) wider wheels, 
exc seats, suspension and shocks, noisy gearbox. 
usable panels, several boxes of parts. $1,200 1 
lot, may split. Also 3 9/41 diffs, 1 early diff, 2 ute 
doors, pair van rear doors, exc lowlite front panel. 
offers. Phone 09 409 3838, leave contact number 
please. 

oRiGiNAL MoToR BookS,  1924 Buick 6 cyl model 
Operation and care by General Motors, 1925 
chevrolet Series k, Owners Manual by Chev motors, 
1935 chrysler 8 instruction Book Chrysler Corp, 1934 
Terraplane Owners Manual. All excellent condition. 
Phone Ray 03 217 8975, rayandvirginia@xtra.co.nz

vintage engine sHORtBlOcKs   
We can in most cases rebuild your shortblock using 
modern shell bearings, new pistons and rebuilt oil 
pump. Please contact us for more information. 
M S Coombes Ltd, 344 St Asaph Street, 
Christchurch, Ph 03 366 7463, Fax 03 366 7462, 
Email: mscoombesltd@clear.net.nz

VINTAgE CAR REPAIRS 
Unit 1 11 Penn Place, Upper Riccarton, 

Christchurch (formerly 15a Empire Road, Belfast) 
Phone 341 5100 Fax 341 5101 

All Classic and Vintage Car restoration. 
• Panel making • Wooden body repairs, 

• Bumpers and moulding repair 
37 years experience • Competitive hourly rate.

UPhoLSTERY 
Veteran – Vintage – Classic 

 Hoods, side curtains, complete re-trims etc. 
Spring and foam units repaired or rebuilt. 40 
years experience, reasonable rates. VCCNZ 
Member. Bryan o’Brien Auto Trim. unit 3. 8 
Cadbury Road, Napier.   

 pHOne 06 842 2252  
 Fax 06 842 2254 • Mobile 027 495 7676 

FiAT 501,  crankshafts, camshafts and crankcases 
etc. Gearboxes and boxes of bits and pieces for 
sale. Phone Dean 03 693 9016.  mem

TyRES (NEW) FiRESToNE 700 x 16 x 4PLy,  $750 
pair plus shipping and handling. Ronald Lever, 87 
Tui Road, Papatoetoe, Auckland 2025. Phone 09 
278 3888 evenings.   mem

TyRES FoR SALE  New tyres 650x19 6 ply rating, 
whitewall. 32 x 4.5 Dunlop SS cord English made 
for BS rims, 6 available. 550x18 olympic Balloon. 
All tyres stored in dark basement. offers. Phone Bill 
03 454 4461, Dunedin.  mem

VARiouS STARTERS, GENERAToRS, ALTERNAToRS  
to suit vehicles from 1950s to 1980s. All 
reconditioned. Ford 100E parts including cylinder 
head, diff assy, rear lenses, valves. offers. Phone 06 
379 6894, Carterton.  mem

MAGNETo BuSiNESS   Reconditioning and Rewinding 
of Magneto Coils in Motorbikes, Vintage Cars, 
Vintage Machinery etc. Business plant includes 
winding machines, magnetization and testing 
equipment, variety of magnetos for restoration or 
parts, materials, stock and parts. Collection of books 
and detailed data on rewinding coils. No training is 
available. The business a part- time operation, good 
earner. Client List available. Genuine enquiries Anne 
Slater Ph. 06 304 9466.  mem

MERCEDES BENZ 180D 1955  complete runner. New 
windscreen and rubber. Needs ViN. Ex Canterbury 
now Nth otago $3,000. Phone 03 967 9064.  mem

MiSS SiMPLiCiTy PoRTABLE CyL BoRiNG 
BAR . Ammco cyl hone. Vesta cam/dwell meter. 
Diagnostic tune-up meter. Phone keith Roberts 03 
338 5538, email kwroberts@clear.net.nz
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classic caR steeRing WHeel cOveR.  Quality 
vintage style vinyl covers with foam backing. Choice 
of colours and sizes. Comes with stitching cord a 
bodkin and fitting instructions. Diameter of your 
steering wheel and rim required. $49.50 each 
including freight. Phone Roger Honey 06 868 4846 
or 027 478 0872  mem

1950 singeR 4aD ROaDsteR,  1500cc overhead 
cam. Restored by ian Murrey Christchurch. Motor 
and gearbox overhauled runs very well. Has a vinyl 
top. Current reg and WoF. $18,000 or near offer. 
Located in South Canterbury. Phone Colin 03 614 
7232 or 021 178 9757.  mem

tWO Only sets  of 6 new manufactured Rudge 
Whitworth wheel locking hubs and spanner. Nickel 
Plated. overflow from an overseas order, no more to 
be made by me. Phone Bob Hayes 03 352 1449.  mem

BUicK cOUpe 1939.  Series 40 straight 8 complete 
with opera seats. Fisher body. Bought new in 
Tauranga from C F Washer & Sons. Major mechanical 
work completed with no expense spared. This is a 
beautiful car. $55,000 ono. Phone Tony 09 537 2172 
or 021 262 6107.  mem

1927 DODge BROtHeRs “fast fOUR”  Fine 
example of this rare model. Fully restored in good 
running order and condition. WoF & reg. $16,750 
or near offer. Shed space required for next project.
Further details contact, Dick Clark, Napier, Phone 
06 843 4528, email: lesleighs@xtra.co.nz  mem

1969 BmW R 50  uS 500cc 26 hp. Reg on hold 
for six months. $9,000. For more info and photos 
contact michael.rohde@clear.net.nz or phone 06 
379 5014.  mem

1928 aUstin seven cHUmmy  Very tidy and 
complete. Body in excellent condition. Engine has 
had recent rebuild. WoF and reg. Located in 
Christchurch. Please contact Bruce 03 332 7207, 
Mobile 027 2389 692, email: brucemiles45@
gmail.com.  mem

WooDEN WhEELS   made for your metal-
work. Steam-bent felloes, any shape spokes.  
New beaded rims available in some sizes. Phone 
Vern Jensen 06 323 3868, 16 osborne Terrace, 
Feilding.   mem.

vintage & classic QUaRtZ  halogen bulbs. 
Replace your existing bulbs without rewiring the 
headlamp assemblies. up to 100% brighter than 
your existing Tungsten bulbs. Will fit most reflectors 
fitted to Pre & Post war cars and motorbikes. Also 
available in single filament 55 watt P22 & BA 
15 bases for use in spotlamps and mechanical 
dip reflectors. Most bases and configurations 
available in 6v & 12v. Further info: Norm & Jan 
Sisson, sole NZ Agent. Phone 03 389 0643 Model 
Boat Supplies, 38 ottawa Road, Christchurch 6. 
Email modelboatsupplies@snap.net.nz 

classic 1975 lancia fUlvia 3,  tidy condition, 
80,800 miles. Sold with current WoF & Reg. 
Described as “a beautifully engineered classical 
motor car that is entirely practical for everyday 
use, fast enough to keep up with modern traffic, 
economical to run, not so complicated that 
maintenance becomes a nightmare”. Price by neg. 
Phone Graeme Moore 09 406 1413  mem

1949 cHev lOaDmasteR  5 ton with tipping deck 
and two speed axle. Very original, three owners. 
Brakes have been done. $8,000 ono. Phone 03 434 
5103 or mobile 027 434 5102.  mem

1929 f29 OlDsmOBile tOUReR,  Rare car to 
NZ. Engine reconditioned, 8,000 miles ago. Recent 
work: new brake drums, tyres, new radiator and 
chrome work. Comes with lots of NoS parts and 
spares. Body older restoration. Contact Len harvey 
09 576 8599.  mem
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alvis speeD 20 1933 mODel sa  Restored 6 
years ago. Fully sorted 4 seater tourer. 2.5 litre 
engine great motoring vehicle. includes some spares. 
$140,000 on the market for first time. Phone Laurie 
Poolman 09 432 0883 or email whitemetal@xtra.
co.nz for more pictures.  mem

fORD 1934  seDan,  rebuilt ‘36 engine, o/hauled 
chassis, steer/box, 1939 brakes, body off, new 
sills, rockers. 25k in labour/materials, 7k in uSA 
upholstery kit, wiring, parts. Needs paint, tyres 
bumper chrome, brake lines, wiring fitted. Hard work 
done over 10 years, owes over 50k, sell for 40k. 
interest to mgbeewon@yahoo.co.nz   mem

1928 fORD a special  original 1928 running 
gear with wooden boat-tail body. Reconditioned 
motor with shell bearings. Reconditioned radiator, 
new chrome including windscreen for comfort. in 
excellent condition, drives and stops really well.
Fantastic fun. Will sell with WoF and Reg. $18,000. 
Phone Gary 09 411 9619 a/h or gbx@xtra.co.nz  mem

 sanKey WHeels –  full set of 5 as fitted to many 
period cars including Fiat 501 and the like. These 
are all in solid good condition, just need a beadblast 
and paint. $500.  Mike Lowe Rotorua.  mikelowe@
stratcowa.com.au   mem

1966 JagUaR 3.4 s type  Automatic, power 
steering, 132,860 genuine miles, WoF and Reg, good 
tyres, known history, drives well. $16,000. Vehicle is 
located in Thames Ph. Larraine 07 561 4149 or email 
crowthers@orcon.net.nz  mem

1922 JeWett ROaDsteR veRy RaRe caR 
 Built buy Paige motor company this car was fully 
restored 8 years ago .Many spares including motor 
and gearbox. $30,000ono Ph Andy 03 215 7103. 
Southland Machine Hire Services, Po Box 5041, 
invercargill. Email  machinehire@clear.net.nz  mem

Delage D8s 1930.  one of NZ’s really great vintage 
touring cars. Peking to Paris 2007, has exceptional 
NZ history. VG order. Handsome, comfortable, 
reliable and fast. 4 litre 8 cyl. 4sp CR gearbox, 
servo brakes, rear screen, lots of documentation. 
$200,000. Wallace or Anne 07 838 2882 or v12@
xtra.co.nz   mem

1939 DODge D11 lUxURy lineR   Ground up 
restoration during the 1980s. We have enjoyed 
this lovely car over the last few years, car rallys 
and Art Deco. Current WoF and reg. Reluctant 
sale. $19,500 ono. Phone kevin 07 889 6552.                                                                                                          
  mem

sUnBeam 1924 mODel 8, OHv 350 cc. Frame 
good, forks and tank suitable as pattern but have 
fittings. Beaded edge rims, hubs, stand, engine 
plates, footrests, gear lever. Two crankcases, 
barrel, rockers but no head or timing cover. 
Primary chain case, no clutch. Gearbox. Enquiries  
gandm.crawley@xtra.co.nz 09 524 9255.  mem

lUcas p100 HeaDligHts  A pair for sale 
in Dunedin. one assembled unit, other in pieces 
complete apart from its glass. Generally good 
condition. offers over $500. Phone 03 455 7473.  mem

1968 tRiUmpH tR5 2500 cc Pi 6 cylinder 150hp 
4 speed plus o/drive, Surrey back window, soft and 
hard tops. This model is the rarest of the TRs. The car 
is NZ new and in excellent condition with stainless 
wires. $65,000 ono. ViC.  Phone Jim 03 217 9698 or 
027 477 7496 invercargill.  mem

cHRysleR 1930 ROyal seDan  A very good 
example, good condition. Regularly used. Current 
WoF & reg. VCC identity card. original 6 volt. Very 
reliable. $20,000. Phone 09 636 7079 or 021 666 
476.  mem
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free 
advertising*

5/15 incH 72 spOKe cHROme WiRe WHeels.  
Two wheels with tyres only done 3,000 miles 
from new, two in average condition. one rough 
condition okay for spare. $1200 the lot. Phone 07 
544 1245.  mem

1986 DODge 600es.   Left hand drive convertible 
coupe. 2.2 turbo auto 4 seater. Had new rings, 
starter radiator etc. New tyres leather seats. Runs 
very well and cheap. Very rare. $9,000. Phone 03 
308 6961, Ashburton, new WoF & reg.  mem

1968 tReKKa ORiginal.  91,000 miles, 4 owners. 
Paperwork includes sales agreement, logbook, 
original tools.  Front seat needs restoring. Half cab 
also available. Genuine expressions of interest only.  
Phone Pete 09 407 6833 after 5pm or 027 287 9697 
day.  mem       

1910 siZaiRe et naUDin  4 cylinder 12hp.  
only two known in the world. Rallied in 2007 
Parliamentary Tour in Northland, housed and 
exhibited in museum since 2004. Reg on hold.  
Shipped from Brisbane in 1980, restored by DV White 
Auckland. Genuine expressions of interest only. 
Phone Pete 09 407 6833 after 5pm or 027 287 9697 
day.  mem        

1929 BUicK tOUReR  originally a standard 116 
sedan converted to tourer status during ground up 
restoration. Fitted with five speed gearbox and h/c 
pistons. A fast pleasant car to drive. owes me $22k 
offers around this figure considered. Phone 03 443 
7304. mem

1937 aUstin RUBy spORts.  Built up from 
photos and plans from England. Eng is bored, 
balanced and runs twin carbs. Engine to be run in. 
Sports gear change and sports steering wheel go 
with it. Reg on hold. Phone keith for enquiries on 
03 366 4086 or 027 346 1310.  mem

1930 essex sUn seDan cOnveRtiBle 
sUpeR six  Reluctant sale. Fully restored and 
road worthy. Reg on hold. Housed and exhibited 
in museum and hired out for special occasions. 
Genuine expressions of interest only. Phone Pete 
09 407 6833 after 5pm or 027 287 9697 day.                                                                                                          
 mem

6 tO 12 vOlt cOnveRteR *neW mODel* 
 Works on any Neg. or Pos. chassis, 6 to 24v. 
No mods, isolation or separate battery needed. 
output fixed as 12.4v, up to 7 amps. Continues to 
operate down to 4.0v input. Price $153.50, free 
freight, 12 mths wty. Phone Don 09 406 2020 or 
027 255 2852  www.cruisingelectronics.co.nz

WeaveR WHeel alignment BOaRD  Good 
condition $100. Phone 03 313 4028. Henry 
henrybarnes@clear.net.nz  mem

neW vintage caR tRUnK  size 550mm high x 
400mm deep x 700mm wide. Complete with latches 
and handles. $150. Phone keith 06 323 4463 or 027 
616 7902, Feilding.  mem

WicKeR siDecaR BasKet  for sale $1000 ono. 
phone 021 142 3422  mem

vintage tRUnKs  made to order or stock sizes. 
Dust proof and waterproof. Phone Allan on  
06 844 3959 or 0274 469 331 Napier.   mem.

Classified advertising in Beaded Wheels magazine is free *for all 
current financial members of the Vintage Car Club of New 
Zealand Inc buying or selling club eligible vehicles or parts. 
Our standard advertising charges apply for all non-members or 
members wishing to advertise commercial services. 
Email your advertisement to beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz 
or complete the form below and post to Marketplace, Beaded 
Wheels, PO Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. Deadline for receipt of 
advertisements and payment for our October Issue 10 Sept 2013.

 
 Text only advertisement. Up to 45 words including 
phone number, no photo. Additional words over 45 up to a maximum of 
65 words at 15 cents per word.  

Text and colour photo advertisement. 
Up to 45 words including phone number. Supply a colour photo of your 
vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo, digital photos may be submitted 
to our email address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
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i wish to advertise in Beaded wheels. Payment where required must accompany your advert. 

name (block letters)  _____________________________ phone  ________________________

I am a current financial member of the VCCNZ and wish to advertise for FREE.      VccnZ membership number is ______ ⁄___________________

Advertisement text (45 words) _________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________  Location of vehicle_________________________________

Payment by credit card will incur additional bank fee processing charge 
of 3%

18 iNCH TyRES To SuiT DuCATi MoPED WANTED . 
Size are 2 x 18 also 22 x 1¾ x 2. Anywhere in the 
world will help. Phone Bill Veitch 027 201 0565, 
w.veitch@xtra.co.nz  mem

9.5 GALLoN FuEL TANk FoR MoRRiS MiNoR  LCV 
Wanted To Buy. Phone Mark at 06 765 7544.  mem

1917/18 MoDEL T SiDE LiGHTS.  Any parts suitable 
to assemble a complete set. Contact Des 07 854 
6660 or desandval@clear.net.nz  mem

1930 BuiCk SERiES 40  Rear bumper bar, Tailight, 
Two bakelite rings in centre steering wheel. Contact 
Jack on email jackpettitt@optusmail.com.au

1939 CHEVRoLET CouPE oR SEDAN . 1 pair of 
original type metal running boards (left and right) 
in new/good or restorable condition. Rubber 
matting immaterial. Phone Tony and Marie Hansen 
03 544 1751, email marie-tony@xtra.co.nz  mem

BEDFoRD CF REAR BRAkE DRuM WANTED , 
10” size, must be serviceable. ivan Gardiner, 
Wellington. Phone 04 232 6080 or ivangardiner@
vodafone.co.nz  mem

BMC 1800 MoToR WANTED,  preferably complete 
and in running order. Ph Richard 04 577 0350.  mem

CRANkCASE WANTED FoR 1952 500 AJS   Model 
18s. Phone 03 215 7961.  mem

CHEVRoLET BLuE FLAME  6 cyl vintage 1955 starter 
motor in good working order. Phone Max 09 439 
8182 or email colmaxdarg@xtra.co.nz  mem           

FRoNT SPRiNG SEATS  to suit a 1920s American 
car wanted. Rear guards for 1923 Buick 6 cylinder. 
Needed urgently, phone Russ 021 0245 7984, 
Tauranga  mem

HAND TyRE PuMP  with the name Automotive 
Hardware LTD. Made in Canada stamped on the 
cast foot base of the hand tyre pump. Phone 06 278 
6937 email ijs@xtra.co.nz

HoLDEN ToRANA   1972 LC, or 1973 LJ doors. Two 
door model. Phone Bob Ballantyne 09 444 4066 
email  deb.rob@xtra.co.nz   mem

MEDiuM SiZED TiDy CAR 1936 To ’60  by 
motorcyclist with loss of physical integrity, desires 
to join the four wheel brigade. Preferably driveable, 
may require some work at least reg on hold. Phone 
Mike 07 888 1719 or email m.arthur@xtra.co.nz.

NEW STEERiNG SuSPENSioN  and other parts 
wanted for Vintage and Post vintage cars. Ronald 
Lever, 87 Tui Road, Papatoetoe, Auckland 2025. 
Phone 09 278 3888, evenings.  mem

conditions of free adVertising
•  Free advertising is limited to one advertisement per financial 

member of the Vintage Car Club of NZ per issue. members 
must state their membership number when submitting the 
advertisement.

•  Advertisements must be of a non-commercial nature.
•  Advertisements must be submitted in writing, by email 

(preferred), post or fax. Photographs will only be returned if a 

stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the advertiser. Digital 
photographs may be supplied by email in .jpg format, send a high 
resolution file to achieve best results.

• Advertisements must be resubmitted for each issue they are 
required to appear in.

•  The recommended length of advertisements is 45 words – the 
maximum space available is 65 words. Beaded Wheels reserves 
the right to edit all copy. 

•	 Advertisements will be published on a first come, first served 
basis. While every attempt will be made to include your 
advertisement in the issue immediately following receipt – limited 
space may mean some advertisements will be held over until the 
following magazine for publication.

• All free advertisements will automatically be listed on the VCCNZ 
website.

$56* Up to 45 words including phone 
number. Supply a colour photo of 

your vehicle. Include SAE for return of photo, 
digital photos may be submitted to our email 
address: beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz

Text & colour photo
Up to 45 words 
including phone 
number, no photo. 

$21*
Text only advertisement

tRiUmpH RicaRDO  complete or any parts. 
Triumph chain case as pictured or someone to cast 
one up and engine drive pulley Alldays motorcycle 
anything especially a gearbox, Bosch DA1 magneto, 
Triumph 1907-1911 forks or fork parts. Phone 09 
533 8050 Taylor hq@xtra.co.nz  mem

1937/38 fORDsOn 7v tRUcK cHassis  wanted 
uses flathead V8 Horizontal mounted front spring 
under engine cross member Approx: 715mm 
wide at front, 965mm wide at back, 5.5m long, 
main chassis section 175mm x 70mm. Phone 
Andrew: 027 230 6560 or 06 324 7165 Email: 
roweheavystructural@xtra.co.nz       mem

WANTED to buy

HUmBeR 1907  15hp rear pinion and housing 
wanted as per photo. Also a 3 oil dripper box 
for the same vehicle or similar. Phone George 
03 323 8710 or email george.nimmo@xtra.co.nz 

PARTS oR iNFoRMATioN LEADiNG  to buying or 
sourcing mechanical parts, eg engine gearbox etc. 
for a Suzuki Fronté 500cc model LC50, which has 
a 2 stroke motor, i believe to be similar to motors 
in early Suzuki 4WD’s or perhaps a later motor that 
may fit. Please email or phone Stuart Neil 03 472 
7199 stulynneill@gmail.com  mem

PLAQuE WANTED  From the 3rd National Easter 
Rally Morrinsville 1960 as provided for the 116 
entrants. Copies of Vetearn Car – Gazette of VCC 
of Great Britain. Small toolbox as fitted on Veteran 
running board. The base for holding a 2 gallon can. 
Phone Neil 03 434 9470.  mem

PuCH MoToR SCooTER PARTS WANTED  SR150 
1958 motor parts or complete motor. Phone 022 
601 4245. mem

STuDEBAkER ERSkiNE 1927 SALooN FuEL GAuGE , 
hole in dash measures 1.5 inches. Phone Mark 021 
726 479 or mark@haurakipiling.co.nz  mem

ViNTAGE 7/9 HARLEy DAViDSoN PARTS  wanted 
to Buy or Swap. Swaps include: indian 741B 
carburettor, horn and back brake plate. Splitdorf 
Du5 generator, early Velo oil tank, Bosch magneto 
ZE1, Veteran Matchless carrier, Anderson stationary 
engine carburettor and magneto. Phone Malcolm 
09 299 8801.    mem

Payment where required must accompany your advert. Cheque should be made payable to Beaded Wheels. Post payment & advertisement to marketplace,  
P O Box 13140, Christchurch 8141. VCCNZ members must be financial and state their branch to receive free advertising.

 WANTED  FOR SALE

non-VccnZ members Payment by    Cheque   Credit Card Visa/Mastercard only (Amex & Diners not accepted) 

Card Expiry Date: ____/____/ ____ Card Number     

Tick which column you require
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PENRITE  
LUBRICANTS 
full range in stock

OLD AUTO RUBBER 
products for the car restorer

VINTAGE AUTO PARTS
phone or fax 03 359 8592

Gary and Ruth Arps • PO Box 5369 Papanui, Christchurch 3482

Listings for over 800 models

trade dIreCtory

Robinson Instruments Ltd
3/31 princes street, onehunga, Auckland

Phone: 09 636 5836 Fax: 09 636 5838
email: sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz  

 www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz

speedos, reV CoUnters, GAUGes, CABLes 
MAde to sUit AnY instrUMent to AnY  

trAnsMission etC. fULL serViCinG & repAirs.

INSTRUMENT 
NOT READING 

RIGHT?
or NOT working at all?

Motorcycle & Car a 
Wire Wheel Repairs & Restorations a

We Specialise In

• Custom Made Spokes • Speedway Wheels 
Rim and Frame Lining • Wheel Building & 

Truing • Complete Wheel Restoration

Vintage – Classic – Modern

Craig & Debbie Hambling
Phone 06 324 8345

Mobile 027 231 7864

410 Green Road, RD 6, Palmerston North Day or Night

Hamco 
IndustrIes

E. Parrott & Son Ltd
automotive instrument specialists

Specialist gauge repairers since 1946
Over 75 years of combined instrument repair experience.

SpeedOS TachOS GauGeS clOckS cableS
Vintage & post Vintage Restoration Work undertaken

email: parrotts@ihug.co.nz 218 barbadoes St, christchurch, NZ. phone / Fax 03 366 9554

www.yaldhurstmuseum.co.nz

Phone (03) 3427-914
Open every day 10am to 5pm.

“Amazing Collection”

First turn right past
Yaldhurst Hotel on
the Main West Road
           Christchurch.

Yaldhurst Museum of 
          Transport and Science

ideal for 
• Classic race teams, 
• Spectators  

& officials

ClassiC look 
overalls

ClassiC look 
overalls

Roycroft Trophy 
Leadfoot Festival

Classic or Vintage events

Proudly made in New Zealand
Tel: 09 401 7205

E: grant@northernsouth.com

I’m looking for cars with overheating problems

Please call me anytime for a chat

Roy King 0800 46 33 46
liquidintelligence115.com.au roylking@xtra.co.nz

1ST STEP – A Clean System
Liquidintelligence 239 – Cooling system cleaner. 70 times 
the cleaning power of other flushes. 
Comes as a kit – enough for 30 Litres

$123.50 
incl GST 

incl Freight

2ND STEP – Any car that struggles to keep cool or 
blows coolant out needs this synthetic coolant.
Liquidintelligence 115 – Fully synthetic coolant, doubles the 
boiling temp, never stops transferring heat from the engine 
to the radiator, lasts forever – totally harmless to all 
metals, plastics etc.

$31.50 
per litre

incl GST 
+ Freight
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Beaded Wheels

Principal Sponsor  
of the  
2014 National South 
Island Easter Rally

“The Early Birds have already 
arrived plenty more room 
left inside for others.”
Register now
Contact: ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz

2014 National North Island 

18—21 April 2014 

A relaxed back-to-basics rally—just like the “old days” 
No open day or gymkhana 

Two days of pleasant motoring on scenic roads 

Based in Waipukurau, and hosted by the Central Hawke’s Bay 
Branch, the venue is the scenic Pukeora Estate—a stunning 

hilltop function centre with on-site accommodation 

Rally entry numbers will be limited by accommodation      
so don’t delay in making a booking 

For entry forms and accommodation details, contact the Rally 
Secretary, Suzanne McCool (06) 856 8087 or 

cools29@hotmail.com 

affordable effective  
advertising
You can reach your customers quickly 
and cheaply by advertising  
in Beaded Wheels Trade directory. 
From only $55 per issue your 
full colour advert will be seen by 
over 7,000 readers and motoring 
enthusiasts every issue. 
To find out more contact  
Rosalie Brown at Beaded Wheels, 
phone 03 332 3531 or  
email beadedwheels@vcc.org.nz
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FOurtH nAtIOnAL

COMMerCIAL 
rALLY

25- 28 oCtoBer 2013

the Gisborne Branch is pleased to be hosting the 
fourth national Commercial rally. to all commercial 

enthusiasts, we invite you to come and enjoy a weekend 
of east Coast hospitality and touring of our coastal 

pacific highway. there is an array of things to do and 
see, and places to visit. 

entry forms will be available from your Branch 
secretary or the rally secretary.

for rally information 
contact the rally 

secretary: Gisborne@
vcc.org.nz or  

ph 06 868 5969

SWAP MEETS & rallIes

GisBorne BrAnCh



11,12 & 13 oCToBER 2013

Bop Vcc clubrooms, 29 cliff road, tauranga
Car Parts and Accessories, old & new – Automobilia –Motoring Books and 

Magazines – Workshop Manuals – Vintage Car Display – Clubhouse Café selling 
tea, coffee, hot and cold food, sausage sizzle – a must for all motoring enthusiasts 

Time: Exhibitors 6.30am-3pm – Buyers & Spectators 8am-3pm 
Admission: Vendors $15 – Buyers $5 – Spectators $5 – Children Free

All catering and refreshments by BOP VCC only.

Please contact colin anderson 07 570 3590 
garry Linkhorn 07 549 5272 for further information

NZVCC INC BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH
sunday 10 november 2013

SWAP MEET & VINTAGE CAR SHOW

camBRiDge RaceWay, camBRiDge 
sunday 17 november 2013 

gates open 7am

ORganiseD By: Waikato Branch of vintage car club and 
Waikato vintage tractor and machinery club

enQUiRies 
ph Reece Burnett 07 856 5287 or george gardner 07 839 1822

WAIkAtO VIntAge 
sWApMeetSWAP MEET

VCC NZ North otago BraNCh

SWAP MEET 
Saturday 16 November 2013

a&P ShoWgroUNDS, EttrICK St, oaMarU 
Seller’s Entry: 7.30am; Buyer’s Entry: 8am

hot Food and Coffee available
Enter your Vintage, Classic Car or hot rod 

in the Show & Shine
Site holders: $15 including one entry free 

Public Entry: $5 Adults, accompanied children under age 15 free.
Enquiries to: Keith Perry 03 434 7226 or  

Stephen hinds 03 439 5733 
Email: northotago@vcc.org.nz

Spectacular Vehicle Displays featuring Duesenberg, Auburn, 
Cord, Hispano-Suiza and many more.  

Swap meet and trade sites.

October 19 2013
9am-4pm Edgar Sports Centre

Cnr Portsmouth Drive & Midland St, Dunedin

$1,000 tyre 
voucher  

door prize
courtesy of  

Mag & Turbo Ltd

for information and sites
kevin casey  phone 03 453 0818

email caseyleadlights@xtra.co.nz
www.otagoclassicmotoring.co.nz

COLLISION CITY MOSGIEL

CLub dISpLaY ThEME: MaN CavE
In support of the Child 
Cancer Society

Join us on this fun weekend and visit the  
Mecca of Vintage Motoring of New Zealand

For information write to Swapmeet, PO Box 5279, Christchurch or 
phone Mike 03 344 0425.  

NOte: Sites not paid for by due date will be reallocated.  
Some eFtPOS facilities available. No Dogs. ROAR.

Friday/Saturday 9am-4.30pm, Sunday 9am-2pm

Friday is now a public day with $10 general admission,  
VCC membership card holders $5. Saturday $5 for all adults.  

All accompanied school children free.

Canterbury branCh

www.theswapmeet.org.nz

Cutler Park – McLeans Island road
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SWAP MEETS & rallIes

                     VCC WELLINgToN BR ANCh

Biennial 

Motorcycle rally
18-19 January 2014

Another memorable Wellington Biennial Rally is being 
planned. Riders will see new parts of Wellington,  

meet great riders and share good food.
Entry forms available from the Rally Secretary, 

Peter Simpson, from October 2013 
Email: psimpsonnz@gmail.com Ph: 04 566 2675 

Snail mail: 290 Normandale Road, Lower Hutt 5010



ashburton  Diane Ross
The last two months have had something 

for everyone, including the swap meet, the 
Rotary charity car rally, and a weekend 
sojourn to North Canterbury organised 
by Dave Cornelius. A run to Snowden 
Station in the Rakaia Gorge was one of the 
highlights. We were given a run down on 
the history of the Station before looking 
around the museum that is being set up in 
the old stables and motor room area, then 
set off on a conducted tour through the 
farm led by the station Bentley that has 
been in the family since new. 

On club night we were joined by John 
Coomber, Michael Lavender and Kevin 
Clarkson from the management committee 
who gave members an insight into how the 
Club runs and answered questions. Newer 
members don’t always realise that they are 
members of a vast organisation and not just 
the local branch.

A concerted attempt by some of our 
keener motorcycle enthusiasts has resulted 
in a group of about a dozen getting together 
with the view to arranging outings specially 
tailored to their needs. Ashburton Mega 
Mitre 10 generously allowed space for a 
display to further the awareness of motorcy-
cles within the VCC. 

The Singer resurrected by Arthur 
Wolfreys has been bought by a family 
member for Arthur’s granddaughter for no 
other reason than he thought she should 
have a car that her grandfather had restored. 

The Williamson 1931 Chevrolet and also 
the B4 have been tuned up. Les Bennett 
has been working on the wheel bearing 
in the end of the diff and the brakes of 
the Veteran Overland. John Watson’s 1935 
Dodge is starting to look like a car with the 
body and running boards all complete. 

auckland   John Stokes
Motorcycles: Monty Wray won the Eddie 

Sim memorial rally, while Peter “Scott” 
Cooper won Waikato’s Mooloo Meander. 
Guest speaker at our April meeting was 15 
year old Louis McNair who spoke of the 
construction of his Villiers Flyer, a 1915 
Board Track Indian look alike. Former TT 
motorcyclist and well known saloon car 
racer Paul Fahey was guest at our May 
motorcycle meeting.

The branch motorcycle points trophy 
was won by Bob Atley and Graeme Crawley 
won the Triers Cup.

Veteran: The Renault charabanc is 
having a full clutch rebuild and some re 
riveting of the engine to chassis sub frame is 
to be done. Roy Sharman has bought a 1906 

Unic. Jim Boag now has his 1913 Overland 
running much better after a radiator re-core 
and sorting oil level issues.

Vintage: Bill Shears has sold his 1924 
Berliet to Roy Sharman. Ron Jacob has 
his 1928 Lancia Lambda mobile after a 
rebuild which included a new crankshaft. 
Noel Shaw has bought a very original 1924 
Dodge four from the Ramarama area. Gavin 
Welch 1924 Dodge four, Owen and Jayne 
Hayward 1922 Paige and Rodger and Val 
Ball 1930 Model A Ford kept the Vintage 
flag flying at our recent experts rally, 
Gavin’s being the only rear wheel brake car 
present. Rodger and Val took second place. 
The Balls also won the branch ladies rally 
ahead of several entrants in later model 
vehicles.

PV PWV: Ted Caseley, a visitor at our 
May mid week tourers event, brought his 
1936 Packard 120 on its first AVVCC 
appearance. Colin and Pam Bell ‘39 Chev 
placed second PV at the North Island 
Easter Rally while Ken and Annette Foot 
1958 Humber 80 placed second PW.

P60V P80V: Colin and Pam Bell won our 
experts rally in their 1980 Holden Premier.

Library: The branch library received a 
significant gift of copies of the New Zealand 
Motor and Cycle Journal, NZ Motor Life and 
other Vintage and Veteran period publi-

idle

Ashburton: M Bruce Triumph 2500 TC on Rotary 
Charity Run.

Ashburton: Snowden Station Bentley outside the 
station homestead.

Auckland: Roy Sharman’s 1906 Unic.
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idletorque

cations courtesy of George Mihaljevich. 
Other significant donations have come 
from Bess Johnstone and Alf Williams.

General: 24 Aucklanders attended the 
Waikato Double Fifty Rally with Ken and 
Annette Foot winning overall in their 1958 
Humber 80. Auckland also took the teams 
trophy. We extend our condolences to the 
families of Brian Wilson, a valued member 
of our library team and Ray Clarken a 
valued motorcycle section member. Russell 
McAlpine is our joint vice chairman and 
Wayne Roberts the new club captain.

Awards at our AGM were as follows. 
Fifty year award Chris Wood, 35 year 
awards, Andy Webster, Doug Pinker, John 
Fry and Dave Allbon. Twenty five year 
awards Mike Knowles, Tim Chamberlain, 
Faye Kitson, Barbara Allbon, Bob Pickering 
and Christine Allbon.

Trophies were awarded to the following 
members at our AGM; Points Trophy 
Merv and Judy Stowers, Husband and 
Wife Dudley and Faye Kitson, Pride of 
Ownership Roy Sharman, Experts Colin 
and Pam Bell, Ladies Trophy, Stephen and 
Ryan Winterbottom

canterbury  Tony Becker
There were a few changes at Canterbury 

Branch AGM. More than 150 financial 

members elected three new faces to 
committee and Gary Genet was re-elected 
chairman by secret ballot after a strong 
challenge by Phil Jeeves. Business focussed 
on the substantial lift in property 
insurance, event costs and subsidies, 
annual plan changes, members’ levels of 
involvement and other general business. A 
presentation was made to Murray Trounson 
in recognition of his exceptional contribu-
tion to the safe function and dedicated 
support of our branch as well as at national 
level. Club Captain Mark Drury presented 
trophies to restoration of the year winners, 
this year featuring a high quality lineup 
of very appealing vehicles, while Ray and 
Glenis Miller and their 1918 Hudson, took 
the McLachlan Trophy, awarded for the 
most Veteran car mileage covered in a 
year. Speaking of trophies, the competitive 
Annual Rural Run trophy, is one not to win 
if you can help it. Festooned with former 
winners’ plaques, it stands about 800mm 
tall and mostly a two-person lift. It was built 
using a hefty brake-drum base plus rod and 
piston from an NZR railcar! 2013 ‘lucky’ 
winners, Tony and Sally Ward, shoe-horned 
the thing into their Austin A40 after an 
interesting scenic run over some of the best 
rural roads from Waimak Gorge to Loburn. 
The annual Irishman Rally fielded record 

entries for the Queen’s Birthday weekend 
event, traversing familiar territory to and 
from base Fairlie. More on this elsewhere. 
9-90s mid-weeker in May visited some huge 
jet black Friesian horses of Dutch extrac-
tion, sometimes seen highly decorated and 
majestically pulling fancy gigs or coaches. 
Their breed dates back some 800 years. 
June 9-90s Wednesday drive combed 
Glentunnel’s historic places in brilliant 
sunshine. Apart from the familiar Fish ’n 
Chip run, May generally kicks off motor-
cycle section’s job-catchup time, however, 
some keen scooter and moped riders dusted 
off their cute machines for a fairly adven-
turous run into North Canterbury. They 
even challenged the gravel roads of the 
Mt Thomas district for good measure. 
Motivated by Ian McKinlay, Cutler Park’s 
badly needed upgrade of ground lights, 
service-wire reticulation and main hall 
heat-pumps, are all now underway. This 
work will greatly enhance the safety and 
comfort of members on busy winter noggin 
nights.

central otago   Alf O’Sullivan 
Veteran: The 1904 Humber Humberette, 

927cc, 6.5hp owned by the late Bob 
Turnbull of Ophir is on show for one year 
in the Central Stories and Art Gallery, 

Auckland: Colin and Pam Bell’s 1980 Holden Premier. Canterbury: Athol Garth 1938 Triumph, Restoration Rally 2013.

Canterbury:Kevin Campion 1939 Ford 
Restoration Rally.

Canterbury:Gilbert and Andrea Dallow 
1927 Essex, Restoration Rally at Aidenfield

Canterbury:Errol Smith 1931 Ford Model A, Restoration 
Rally.
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Tarbet St, Alexandra. A 1900 Wolseley has 
had a body refit done here in Cromwell by 
John Martin.

Vintage: Two 1924 Buick tourers have 
been recently restored by Keith Taylor of 
Wanaka and Alan Porter of Alexandra. 
Nice to see these cars being used regularly 
by Alan and Keith. John Martin’s 1926 
Alvis is now at the rolling chassis stage and 
looking good.

Post Vintage: In the garage next to 
the Alvis is Wendy Martins’ 1960 Morris 
Traveller that has had a complete body off 
and new woodwork replacement. A 1934 
Duesenberg brought into New Zealand in 
2011 has been restored and is on display 
at Warbirds and Wheels, Wanaka Airport. 
The Duesenberg was bought new in 1934 
by Hollywood actress Carol Lombard who 
had a passion for luxury cars. It features 
a Le Barron sweep panel dual-cowl sports 
phaeton body. The straight 8 motor puts 
out 265hp with a top speed of 200kph.

Post War; a 1948 Wolseley 19/85 is being 
restored by new member Ian Bloxam of 
Cromwell. The 1963 Humber 90 owned by 
Alan Porter needs a motor, if you know of 
the whereabouts of one let Alan know.

Commercial: The 1950 Bedford model 
K truck owned by Dennis Spring-Rice is 
getting wiring and brakes sorted at the 
moment. Dennis has been working hard on 
his truck and after 18 months it is all but 
finished with a bright red cab, new wooden 
deck and four new tyres.

Mopeds: 35 mopeds left the clubrooms 
at Cromwell smoking and burning oil as 
they buzzed off for a day of fun, heading to 
Bannockburn and some hills to sort out the 
bikes and their riders

We had a good turnout of members at 
the South Island Easter Rally in Timaru. 
Two of our Wanaka members Murray Pride 
and Alon Mayhew, along with their wives, 
motored to the event in their Model Ts, 
clocking up a total of over 800km each. 

eastern bay of plenty  Les Costar
Five cars from our branch attended the 

Easter Rally in Masterton with three going 
on to tour the lower North Island to Cape 
Palliser and back up through Dannieverke 
and Hastings before returning home.

In April Alan Stewart organised a 
weekend camp-out at Motu. Nine cars left 
Whakatane heading to Opotiki then up 
the rugged Motu Road; slow going with 
great scenery and only one hiccup. The 
1925 Stewart truck carrying our most 
valuable gear, the ‘medicine’ fridge and 
barbeque, stopped with spark trouble. 
With many hands and much advice we 
soon had him on his way. We arrived at 
the camp, a shearer’s house, with all the 

mod cons although some chose to pitch 
tents while others used the luxury of the 
inside beds and warm fire. Saturday was 
spent viewing many items of interest in the 
Motu. Saturday night some of the group 
entertained us with music and singing. A 
great weekend.

Four cars attended the Maunga Moana 
Rally.

Our May run was to Neil Surtees to 
view his vast collection of cars, hot rods, 
motorcycles and tractors. He described 
how he had restored and built many of his 
vehicles, he then took us to the Surtees’ 
Boat Building Factory where there were 
many boats in various stages of construc-
tion. 

Our AGM was preceded by a pot-luck 
dinner. New committee members elected 
were Steve Growden for Club Captain and 
Joy Growden for Treasurer.

Three cars attended the Waikato Double 
Fifty Rally with Steve and Joy Growden 
placed third in their class. 

Far north  Dave Duirs
The AGM was well attended and all 

positions filled, but some more new faces 
on the list would have been good for conti-
nuity and new ideas. Nonetheless, many 
thanks to those who contribute so much 
effort to a great Branch.

The Slawson/MacKintosh organised 
Mothers’ Day run took 36 participants from 
Waipapa through green pastures towards 
Ohaeawai, through old Horeke and along 
the backroads to our destination just south 
of Kaikohe at Wild Spur Function Centre. 
Vintage cars parked in front of this magnif-

icent country home set the “feel” for an 
hour’s chat over a drink, followed by a 
fully home cooked meal. The Heatleys, who 
know the local history, navigated their old 
Land Rover to top place, closely followed by 
the Wallaces and MacGregors.

Rosco Pennell led a mid-week mad dash 
to Hokianga’s Kohukohu settlement for a 
cafe lunch and viewing of the local Village 
arts show which featured the iconic old 
truck that has been rusting away for years 
on the remains of its old overwater garage.

Warwick Woollams has introduced a 
new idea, a Blokes’ Shed mid-week get 
together. The first was at the MacGregors’ 
shed where a dozen or so guys hung out and 
solved some of the problems of the vehicles 
within. This is a great idea, which suited 
several members who haven’t been able to 
attend weekend runs. We hope to see the 
insides of the dens of other members. 

gore  Jim McFadzien
Shorter days in May helped the 

conveners, Athol Martyn and Denis 
Knight, set out our Night Trial. An hour’s 
jaunt around local districts led us back 
to the clubrooms for the serious stuff! 
Each crew was given a sheet with 20 car 
badges printed on it to name. There were 
some ingenious suggestions from some, 
but Murray and Marilyn Proctor won the 
trophy.

The closing run for 2013 took us on 
a meandering route through Knapdale, 
Waikaka, and Greenvale, then past the 
flood depth monument where the town 
of Kelso was abandoned. Then over 
Wooded Hill, from where we could see 

Central Otago: Start of the Moped Rally. Photo Graham Taylor.
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our destination of Tapanui nestled under 
the Blue Mountains. Charlie Davis and 
Athol Martyn met us at the West Otago 
Vintage Machinery Muesum, where they 
had organised engines running and all the 
rooms of old household objects, open and 
lit. This club has two rare early tractors; a 
Glasgow and a Renault, plus many others. 
One room is dedicated to early photographs 
and ledger books from firms long gone and  
school items from slates to computers.

Our AGM saw John Parish back as 
chairman. In his annual report highlights 
were nine new members, and 14 cars going 
to the South Island Easter Rally in Timaru. 
The Triumph 2000 of Ken and Trish 
Buchanan was the overall rally winner.

Our annual dinner and prizegiving was 
held on 22 June, and 48 people had an 
enjoyable evening. The numerous trophies 
were given and received with the usual 
cheers and banter, bringing another good 
VCC year to a close.

hawke’s bay   Esther Smith
At the AGM many of the existing 

officers and committee members were 
willing to put their names forward for 
another year, so Steve Donavon remains 
as chairman, Juilette Cadwallader as 
secretary, Trevor Charman as treasurer and 
Derek Gordon as club captain. The new 
committee has a mixture of old and new 
members which bodes well for the future. 
The branch also couldn’t function without 

the numerous non committee members 
who offer their time to ensure the smooth 
running of the branch. 

In May 14 lady drivers entered the 
annual Lady Drivers Run which ended with 
afternoon tea at the Bridge Pa Golf Club. 
The idea of this run is to do well but not 
win as then you have to organise it next 
year! The result was that Barby Speers and 
passengers won the run. 

Our June run was a Shed Run, something 
we hadn’t held for a few years. There were 
four quite different sheds all with amazing 
collections of cars and memorabilia. At 
Dennis Mitchell’s we saw his beautiful 
newly completed 1939 Packard woody. 
Then on to Brian Taylor’s collection which 
included a late 1930s Packard convertible, 
a Series I Landrover, a Renault tractor and, 
under restoration, a 1930s Scott Squirrel 
motorbike plus a large collection of automo-
bilia. After lunch at the clubrooms we went 
to Steve Trott’s residence where we got the 
low down on the intricacies of collecting 
petrol cans, AA badges, mascots and 
early type hub caps. From there to Neville 
Smith’s replica early garage where there 
was an impressive car collection including 
Neville’s two Buicks and Steve’s just 
restored 1941 Cadillac convertible. Neville 
also gave us the lowdown on printing as a 
craft, which is his retirement interest. He 
has been involved in the printing industry 
since leaving school. He had a very early 
press running and has a large collection of 

both lead and wooden type. Our final stop 
was Steve Trott’s business premises where 
Steve had more of his collection of petrol 
cans, automotive signs and extensive car 
name badge collection. Over 80 members 
and 41 cars attended which shows there is 
plenty of interest in what other members 
are up to in their sheds. 

manawatu  Allan Hardacre 
Midday on 5 May saw us standing on 

the platform at Ormondville station, a thin 
autumn sun washed our eyes and a gritty 
wind teased the weeds growing between 
the tracks. Out of the shadows a tall, gaunt 
figure in a black trench coat appeared, but 
that didn’t matter we had our lunch. The 
post run had stopped for lunch and we’d 
just driven some great roads around the 
sweeping valleys of the northern Wairarapa. 
The roads over there are always a joy to 
drive, great scenery and few cars. 

The guys all had their cars out for a 
good skite on man cave day when over 500 
turned up at the clubrooms to find out how 
to profitably waste their time ... profitably ? 
for the wives anyway it keeps those grizzly 
old buggers out of the house. 

Bainesse school turned 100 back on 
another fine day in May and we were there 
for the parade with our cars along with 
every road vehicle from trucks to traction 
engines. There were more vehicles in the 
parade than people watching, not surprising 
as Mr Google says that the population of 

Manawatu: Keith Hughes 1939 Chev having a couple of club members for lunch at Ormondville.

Manawatu: Ormondville station, rally organiser 
Derek Haycock about to fall off the platform.

Manawatu: Man cave men admiring the 
Callesen 1929 Dodge Landau. The back seat looks 
roomy.
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Bainesse is no more than 336 on a clear day 
with a tail wind.

By the time you read this the night trial 
will have happened for those who love 
groping around in the dark (well it was OK 
when we were 20) followed by our monthly 
Sunday runs, come and join us.

marlborough  Chris de Wagt
While many AGM’s struggle to get 

numbers ours was well supported. A new 
committee was elected with Chairperson 
Lyall Mooney and Club Captain Earl “The 
Major” Preston ready to lead the members 
up newly formed garden paths. The 
membership acknowledged the hard work 
past Chair Carroll Wiblin has given the 
branch during the renovation and upgrade 
of the clubrooms in her time as chair-
person. Retiring Club Captain David Bruce 
has left very big shoes for Earl to step into. 
Our sincere thanks to all new and retiring 
committee members. 

An event which included a quiz and 
judging of the Keown Cup was suggested by 
Mindy Chowdhury and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all attending. With a total of 11 ladies, 
eight riding, one as a pillion plus two by car, 
the female membership from the section 
was well represented. Membership of the 
motorcycle section continues to grow. 
Discussion at lunch suggested that new 
members to the branch this year weigh 
heavily towards motorcycle owners, perhaps 
reflecting branch motorcycle representa-

tive Trevor Harris’s passion for both riding 
old two-wheeled machines and uncovering 
them and their owners in the district.

New members of the branch are Mark 
McClintock, Francis Prouting, Anton 
and Michelle James, Leo McKendry, Mike 
and Vivian Beavan, Gary Mortimer, 
Christopher and Suzanne Walbran and 
Colin Jones. We look forward to seeing 
them out on the road with us in the future.

David Bruce’s final effort before retiring 
from his role as club captain was a car run 
up to the end of the road on the East Bank 
of the Awatere River and with the good 
weather and a sunny spot for a cuppa this 
run was relished by all. 

nelson  Geoff Ashton
Congratulations to those who were 

presented with their 35 year badges at our 
recent AGM; Russell Egan, Trevor Carston, 
Gordon Dacombe and Don Roberts.

Preparation continues for our 50-year 
Anniversary Rally and Tour. This starts on 
Friday 11 April and finishes at Greymouth 
in time to start the South Island Easter 
rally. Do the parts that you want to do. 
Email jimnkyra@xtra.co.nz for more info. 
This should be a cracker trip.

The branch took part in a hill climb 
near Kaiteriteri. Laurie Poolman brought 
his 1931 MG C Type from the North Island 
and there was even a Coventry Climax 
powered Austin 7 special. Fourteen VCC 

eligible cars competed with the Nelson Car 
Club vehicles.

We made a trip to the Blenheim Branch. 
An early start made mini buses the order 
of the day so everyone could finish their 
sleep – drivers excluded! A great tour of 
the extensive parts shed resulted in a few 
acquisitions before lunch. Then we went 
to see two gigantic diesel generators that 
provided electricity to the district before it 
was on the national grid. Although they are 
not in use any more, the enthusiasts started 
them up – one at a time! You wouldn’t want 
to live next door when they were in full 
service!

The Ladies Rally was held on June 16 
(women drive, men navigate). The Anne 
Egan Trophy was won by Kyra Wareing in 
her 1960 MKII Jag.

northland  Terry Lambess
On a recent club run to Dargaville 

members were able to view Peter McKenzie’s 
massive generating plant. This was one of 
four imported into New Zealand by the 
ministry of works to supply power for the 
construction of the Cobb Hydro Dam. 
On completion of that contract they were 
relocated to the Manapouri Hydro Scheme 
and when that contract was completed they 
moved north to the Tongariro/Turangi 
project. They were finally used on the 
Hamilton end of the Kaimai rail tunnel. 
Peter’s unit is the only surviving and was 
made fully operational by Peter and his 

Northland: A lovely Mk1 Zephyr Convertible seen at 
the combined swap meet.

Manawatu: Bainesse school, possible 
foundation member, the 1909 Britton with 
current caretaker Bob Pettigrew.

Northland: A safe distance to listen to that engine? 
Member’s at Peter’s place.

Northland: (right) The massive Petters Super-
Scavenge Engine and Alternator, a six-cylinder 
super-charged two-stroke diesel useing two litres 
a minute at 3/4 power! Brake horse-power 576 at 
600rpm, weight 15.7 tonnes.

Northland: Left-hand drive Ford Model T unrestored 
just as it arrived from America.
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team. Peter started up the unit for us and to 
hear the six cylinder two-stroke diesel start 
up and running is awesome. After the demo 
we viewed the rest of Peter’s collection of 
truck/tractors/bulldozers. He even has an 
old Republic truck. We then travelled to 
Stuart McCullys’ to view his collection. 
Aside from cars Stuart has what must surely 
be the largest collection of outboard motors 
in New Zealand. He appears to have every 
Seagull motor that was made, and they all 
run. He also must have at least one of about 
every other make, you name it, it was there.

Our combined Swap Meet and Car 
Show (a collaboration between Northland 
VCC, Whangarei Rod and Custom Club 
and Northern Street Rods) was a popular 
event giving the public a chance to view 
and enjoy all of the vehicles. Hopefully we 
may all gain a few new members from the 
exposure. 

In May our Mother’s Day Run went to 
Dargaville for the start, then exploring the 
back roads on the Pouto Peninsula finishing 
at the Aratapu Tavern for lunch.

north shore    Mary Lloyd
Our AGM has been and gone with 

most of the committee re-elected. New 
Chairman, Peter Lloyd, has replaced Paul 
Collins who is now club captain. Kevin 
Lord is vice chairman and one new 
member, Dennis Martin, was elected. Three 
members reached 25-year award status with 
John Lloyd and John Higham receiving 

their awards, Vaughan Harris was not 
present.

Work is continuing in the restoration 
shed on the Dennis bus with the framework 
almost complete. Those working on the bus 
enjoy their Thursday morning get together, 
especially the morning tea. The restora-
tion shed can be a hazardous place and the 
occasional mishap occurs so the first aid kit 
is to be reviewed and updated.

The club run was to Bernie Engelbeck’s 
hideaway with the miniature train on a tree 
trunk the only clue to its whereabouts. We 
managed to squeeze in the narrow drive 
festooned with his old metal and wood 
sculptures, quirky statues, paintings and 
of course cars (including his 1924 Rugby) 
and motorbikes. Quite an amazing place 
and a very interesting man who even has 
a miniature railway running around his 
property. Bernie tried to entice his donkeys 
to join us but they flatly refused even after 
much cajoling and shouting.

From there we went to the new ferry 
wharf in Hobsonville by the old Air Force 
Base. Beautiful place but sadly is being 
developed very quickly into a residential 
area. We ended our day out at Kevin and 
Marlene’s home in Greenhithe. 

otago graeme Duthke
We have midweek outings once a month 

with our Sparkoholics group where we visit 
places of interest. During April we went to 
the Early Settlers Museum, which is newly 

North Shore: Bernie’s 1924 Rugby

North Shore: Dennis Bus Rotorua: Roy Bowdich 90th Birthday

renovated and after lunch to look at the 
Locomobile that is in the final stages of 
being built. In May we visited the Metalon 
factory where metal furniture of all types is 
made, June’s trip was to a pie factory.

Our Vintage Venture run was held in 
April with uncooperative weather. However 
the turnout was good and so was the run, 
but it was harder to find the answers to 
the questions we were given with the top 
up. During May we ran the PV/PWV 
Restoration Rally. This was also well 
attended and again the weather did not 
co-operate, but as most of the cars are 
closed in, it didn’t matter a lot. The run 
finished at Shiny Mike’s paint shop.

In April we had a new members night, to 
introduce newly joined members to our club 
and familiarise them with the clubrooms 
and parts departments. This was a well 
attended night, we will repeat this in the 
future.

Our clubrooms are open every Friday 
night and we are introducing more activity 
on these nights by showing DVDs of 
interest. We have had a night on early 
Austins, another on Holdens also early days 
of racing with lots more to come.

At the AGM we retained our chairman 
but it is nice to see some changes to the 
committee. We make our AGMs more 
social by having a potluck lunch at midday 
and the meeting after, this brings most 
members to the lunch with a few coming to 
join the meeting later.

The local Ford dealer celebrated ninety 
years and some club cars were on display 
on their premises for the day. They had cars 
ranging from 1923 up to today’s models. 

rotorua  Ronald Mayes.
During the branch’s AGM in May Roy 

Bowditch and Tony Sarich received their 25 
year membership badges. Roy also cut his 
elaborately decorated 90th birthday cake.

More recently the club received from 
National Office the Goddard Trophy medal 
which had been awarded to Barrie Binnie, 
now deceased, in recognition of his restora-
tion of a 1952 Bedford 3 ton truck and a 
1928 Ford Model A van, and was at that 
time commencing work on a 1949 Ford 
Bonus utility. All of this work was under-
taken when Barrie was almost completely 
blind. 

Prizes awarded at the June 2013 dinner 
for recent branch rallies included the 
following:
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Chairman’s Run
Ken & Lynn Rowson  1978 Statesman 
   de Ville
Barbecue Run: 
John Peters & Jenny Gill  1973 Triumph 
  Stag
Club Captain’s Run
Andy & Mary Watson  1972 MGB GT
Night Run
Ken & Lynn Rowson  1978 Statesman  
  de Ville
Most points for the year
Bill & Adelai Skelton  1929 Austin 7

Club runs are well supported, with 
growing numbers joining the ranks of the 
mid-weekers’ group. Rocky and Rebecca 
Fiske continue to organise drives to inter-
esting local destinations and a feature of 
recent runs has been collaboration with 
Eastern Bay of Plenty branch members

Monthly meetings recently began 
featuring show and tell sessions with a 
member booked each month to bring his or 
her car along and tell us all about it. Cars 
are driven into the clubhouse to occupy 
centre stage. They have included a wide 
range of cars including Bill and Adelai 
Skelton’s Austin 7, Ralph Bennett’s 1938 
Buick 8, Maurie Crowe’s 1963 Holden EJ, 
Des and Angie Brunton’s 1937 Morris 8, 
the writer’s 1970 Triumph 2000, Dennis 
Kenny’s rare 1961 MG A twin-cam coupe, 
Bob Mowbray’s 1977 Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow II.

south canterbury  Bill Weir
After a very busy time with having the 

National Easter Rally in South Canterbury, 
on 6 April,  the next weekend, we had 
our annual Swapmeet. Rain started on 
Friday during the final setup and it was 
not looking promising for the Saturday, but 
fortunately the weather turned out fine on 
the day. All stall holders were happy with 
sales and a great turnout of public through 
the gate.

All American Weekend 20/21 April was 
also wet, but the Cruise on the Saturday 
night had 50 vehicles turned up for an 
interesting cruise which ended up at H 
Bomb restorations at Arowhenua where 
a barbeque was put on by Kids @ Heart 
and live music by the owner with heaps of 
vehicles to look at. Even though it was wet 
it was a great night. Sunday was a wash out. 
A few hardy souls arrived but it was so cold 
and wet that it had to be cancelled, we hope 
to have better luck next year.

Forty-two cars assembled for the PV, 
PWV, P60 and  P80 Rally on 19 May and 
they travelled through the hinterlands to 
Cave then onto Fairlie. At Fairlie president 
of the Fairlie Museum Paul Gallagher and 
some of his committee showed us around 
their impressive display buildings. They 
have almost everything from Vintage cars 
and tractors to horse drawn farm imple-
ments and the working tools of yesteryear. 

 southland   Stuart Francis
Thirteen motorcycles left Invercargill 

on The Cyril McCrae Memorial Waimea 
Motorcycle Run (150km around the back 
roads of Southland) on a perfect day for 
riding. The run stopped at the Gore Branch 
clubrooms, Balfour and Winton. Tony 
Ayling’s 1928 AJS flat tank was the oldest 
and Malcolm Hodgkinson’s 1983 GSX750 
Suzuki the youngest, with a good cross 
section in-between. The route included two 
sections of gravel. The first had just been 
graded and was like riding on marbles. The 
second section was full of potholes, the 
rigid bikes seemed to bound from pothole to 
pothole! Overall winners were Darren and 
Jody Kidd on a 1952 350 AJS, who also won 
the Balfour publican’s choice.

The Post War and Post 60 run was 
the last event of the Southland season, 
organised this year by Ian and Shona 
Ridd. 42 entrants left Feldwick Gates in 
Invercargill on the 156 mile run. The 

morning route was through some of the 
best farming areas in Southland to the 
lunch time stop at Tapanui Historical 
Museum (great collection and well worth 
a visit). The run back was through the 
scenic countryside of Mataura, Edendale 
and Seaward Downs. Overall winner was 
Bruce Marshall in a 1975 MK2 Ford Escort. 

The branch is putting on a motorcycle 
show during the Burt Munro Challenge (27 
November – 1 December) in aid of the local 
Hospice. We hope to have over 80 motor-
cycles on display, with a special feature on 
Nortons.

south otago  John Cook 
At our branch meeting in April two 

members from the South Otago Heritage 
Society gave us a very interesting and 
comprehensive insight into the proposed 
heritage park in Milton. The park has an 
area of 38 acres situated behind the recrea-
tion grounds in Milton. There are plans 
for sheds for displaying tractors, motors, 
machinery and items relevant to the area 
and also plan to have Vintage ploughing 
matches and crank-up days on site. 

Long serving member Doug Hayman has 
received his 35 year badge. 

We would also like to welcome new 
member Roger Bell. He is restoring a 1954 
Fordson ea83w light truck and is looking for 
a good cab and a steel well deck for one, so 
if you have a spare one in sound condition 
please get in touch with Roger on 03 418 
4355.

Bill and Gaynor Falconer have a new 
arrival in their shed. It’s a 1952 Rover 
75, more commonly known as a Cyclops 
because of the single spot light in the 
centre of the grill, and is in tidy and going 
condition and we look forward to seeing it 
out and about. 

Some 14 years ago I sold my late father’s 
1955 Mk IV Humber Super Snipe to the 
Robinson family in Ashburton. I kept in 

Rotorua: Barrie Binnie’s Bakers Van.
Southland: Geoff Timpany and family at the start of 
the PW & P60 Run.

South Canterbury: Rained out All American 
Display Day with Grant Stewart’s Rugby looking 
very wet.
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touch and watched progress as Bruce and 
his son Ken completely restored it and it 
is now completed and on the road. It’s a 
beautiful and authentic restoration with 
much attention being paid to detail. I have 
been lucky enough to have a drive of the 
restored car and it drives impressively and 
lively, just as it did 40 years ago when I first 
drove it, complete with leather smells and 
sounds. 

taranaki    Colin Johnston
The officers and committee of our club 

have not changed at the branch’s recent 
AGM. The branch did not have a club 
captain for the past year and is pleased 
to advise that this position has now been 
filled by George Gardiner. A remit was 
discussed and passed at the AGM with 
the result that all branch trophys will now 
be kept at the clubrooms. The majority of 
members agreed that all trophys would be 
better displayed in a glass cabinet at the 
rooms so that all members and visitors 
would see what we compete for each year. 
Winners of the trophies will still be physi-
cally presented with them at the conclusion 
of events and can be photographed with 
them and will have a miniature to keep.

The club was saddened to hear of the 
passing of club member Bruce Hewer in 
May. Bruce was a regular on outings and 
owned a very nice DKW car. We extend 
deepest sympathy to his wife Pat and all the 
family.

Ken Maul from New Plymouth has 
joined our branch and owns a 1930 Reo 
Sedan. John and Meg Muter have now 
shifted from Stratford to New Plymouth 
and have brought all their collection of 
automobilia and cars to a house with a 

very large basement so welcome to the 
north, John and Meg. Andrew Tidswell 
who owns a LIP Vauxhall has just added a 
1967 PC Vauxhall Cresta to his collection. 
Congratulations to Bruce Davidson from 
New Plymouth who has completed 35 years 
of club membership.

taupo   Greg Nattrass
Our AGM in May saw a few changes in 

the committee with the standing down of 
long term committee members Val Moore, 
Rex Tindal and Norman Pointon. The 
inclusion of Eric Foley as secretary, Lynne 
Sutherland as treasurer, and Bruce Jefferies 
has rejoined the committee, as has Maxine 
Taylor to give us a full compliment. The 
annual navigators run, this year prepared 
by last year’s winners Bruce and Trish 
Jefferies. This year the run started with the 
straight line navigation that was prepared 
for our national rally, then leading on to a 
50km excursion around town and country 
with the finishing point being Mulligans 
restaurant in town. May also saw the death 
of one our members, Ray McLaughlin, Ray 
had been in bad health for a number of 
years, but was still enthusiastic to compete 
in events as health let him.

June was the month of our potluck 
dinner. With the annual brass-monkey feel 
on a rather bleak day, the small group of 
participants all arrived in their modern cars 
to participate. Previous winners Norman 
and Jocelyn Pointon set this run. The run 
was reasonably easy to navigate, but with a 
few trick questions for the competitors. 

waikato  Ian Patton
The Waikato Annual Awards night was 

elevated to another level with members 

dressed for the occasion at the Cambridge 
clubroom. Amongst the awards presented 
was Club Person of the Year to Bob 
Hayton, voted by members in recognition 
of the years of service Bob has provided. 
Chairman Graham summarised our year’s 
highlights with special mention of our club 
hosting the National Executive meeting 
last year and the resurgence of our Veteran 
membership.

Our signature event, the Waikato 
Double 50 Rally was held over Queens 
Birthday weekend and was won by Ken 
and Annette Foot from Auckland. First 
Waikato entrant was Bruce Murcott and 
Annette Fisher. Bruce recently celebrated 
his 92nd birthday and drives a young Super 
Snipe only half his age.

Our Annual General Meeting was well 
attended and all positions filled.

The Shortest Day run to Te Aroha 
attracted a field of thirty cars and bikes.  A 
stop at Eric James’s collection at Manawaru 
where members witnessed early farm 
machinery operating and were introduced 
to the 1942 Chevrolet Truck “Te Aroha” a 
replica of the famous WWII Desert Forces 
vehicles used in the Middle East.

Coming up we have an excursion to 
Raglan and the Ladies Rally.

 wairarapa    Kevin Ball
The weather failed to deter a bunch of 

hardy souls who took part in a motorcycle 
reliability trial, which took riders from the 
clubrooms at Clareville to the pub at Lake 
Ferry and then on to the historic coastal 
Glenburn Station for an overnighter. This 
is a challenging bit of road, up and down 
like a roller coaster and on a surface where 
even the corrugations have corrugations. 

South Canterbury: “Trouble on the highway” 
One of the entrants Barry Goodman on the South 
Canterbury Post Vintage Rally in trouble in the rain, 
the Morris Minor with the bonnet up with apparently 
a perished radiator hose being the problem.

South Otago: 1955 MK IV Humber Super Snipe owned by 
the Robinson Family of Ashburton  at a recent All British Day 
held in Timaru.

Taranaki: Member Andrew Tidswel 
LIP Vauxhall at Waitara ready to start 
a tour.
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Peter and Christine Riddell, on a 1952 
BSA Golden Flash, won this event. It was 
Christine’s first experience of pillion riding 
on gravel, and plans are already afoot to 
improve passenger comfort!

There was a good turnout for the 
Winter Wander, with John and Sheila 
Clark sending cars on a mix of urban and 
rural roads, starting and finishing at the 
clubrooms. This was won by Frances and 
Gaye Pointon in a 1929 Essex Super Six. It 
was the car’s first outing since Francis fitted 
an overdrive unit that had been sitting 
under his bench for 20 years. He later 
commented that it transformed the car.

There have been changes in the top 
at the branch, Neville Taylor standing 
down as chairman after a successful stint 
that included heading the committee 
which ran the North Island Easter Rally. 
His replacement is long-serving member 
Frances Elwin. At the AGM Peter Groves 
was awarded the trophy for best attendance 
– 100% – at branch functions. Runner-up 
was his wife Nola, who missed one meeting.

At the first meeting of the new 
committee, members were challenged to 
make the branch more attractive to people 
in the 30+ age group, with such things as 
summer afternoon meets at different pubs 
and practical sessions at the clubrooms on, 
for example, working on gearboxes.

waitemata   Diane Humphreys
Winter is here and Waitemata’ites have 

come out of summer hibernation. John 
Gairdner did an excellent job of getting 
almost the whole branch membership out 
for the Ryders Drive, Dine and Mystery 
Movie evening. 

Although our June AGM didn’t have its 
usual turnout we nevertheless actually had 
members volunteer to be on the committee. 
Hamish Andrew at 21 years of age is our 
new youngest committee member. We also 
had two members vying for the delegate 
position. Max Jamieson, who has done the 
job for many years, was out voted and 
Graeme Banks has the position. Thanks 
must go to Max for all he’s done for the 
branch to date. Ian Bradley remained as 
Chairman. It was decided that the Roycroft 
Trophy race meeting committee should be 
a subcommittee therefore taking some of 
the branch running pressures off those who 
put so much time and effort into organising 
the Roycroft. The weekend following the 
AGM was our annual R’Oil Can Rally. 
Organised by Alistair Robinson with Dean 
Salter being Al’s right hand man. Excellent 
instructions, excellent weather on the 
Saturday which had us driving over 90% 
of loose metal dusty roads! We travelled 
from Tuakau, South Auckland, out to Port 
Waikato and from there continued south 
hugging the west coast until we arrived in 
New Plymouth late afternoon having gone 
slightly inland to drive through the lovely 
Cathedral-tunnelled Kiwi Road.

Alistair kept us in suspense for quite 
some time during the evening function 
but he finally put us out of our misery 
and announced the winner, Harold Booth. 
Small sighs of relief were audible in the 
room but we are already looking forward to 
Harold’s 2014 R’Oil Can Rally.

wanganui  Doreen Hardy
I’m comparatively new to the VCC but, 

as a relative newby (three years or so) 
it never ceases to amaze me how many 

Waikato: Bruce Murcott, first Waikato entrant in 
the recent Double Fifty

Waikato: Awards dinner.

Wairarapa: Barry Wells with his low-mileage 
1973 BMWR50/5. The bike has done just 40,000 
miles in 40 years.

Wairarapa: Motorcycle reliability trial winners 
Peter and Christine Riddell with their 1952 BSA 
Golden Flash.
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different ways there are to organise a run. 
The recent Mother’s Day run was a great 
example of this. No reading to be done. 
Just follow the photo clues, However, you 
had to follow the correct route as the photo 
clues were left in boxes around the course. 
Well done and thanks to all the Wanganui 
people who noticed these strange boxes of 
photographs and left them alone. With a 
start outside the Wanganui Museum, the 
day was beautiful. Tops down (on the cars 
of course) and windows open, we followed 
the clues around the city and made sure not 
to hold up any of the other road users. At 
the end of the day, afternoon tea was served 
at the clubrooms with all the ladies being 
waited on. Gorgeous cake stands groaning 
with an assortment of treats, a selection of 
savouries to tempt any palate and tea; hot, 
glorious tea; served in dainty little cups 
from dainty little pots. And yes, we did feed 
the men, but they had to take second place. 
So was it all about the cars? Well it was a 
shared day, ladies and cars. The cars were 
showing their shiny best in the car park 
prior to the run, and were on their best 

behaviour throughout, as were the ladies. 
A great big thanks to Lisa and her team 
who not only set the run and sorted out the 
photos but also ensured the whole group of 
us were full to bursting with tales of driving 
feats and plates of sumptuous tea. What 
more could we have asked for?

wellington  Ann O’Rorke
As this is being written, Wellington is 

recovering from its worst storm for 45 years. 
Unfortunately this necessitated postpone-
ment of the Colonial Cup Rally but the 
good news is that it will take place on 11 
August.

The Ladies Rally in May provided 
timing, photographs to identify en-route, 
questions and a challenging straight-
line section. The route took participants 
through Lower and Upper Hutt, and the 
Mangaroa Valley countryside where the 
autumn colours were spectacular. The rally 
started with an illustrated training session 
on straight-line navigation and, after the 
rally, one driver with a huge smile said 
she’d always hated straight-line but was 

now thoroughly converted. Diane White 
won the rally driving a 1965 Sunbeam 
Tiger. She and husband/navigator Roger 
recently acquired the car having had one 
some years ago. They say they are “enjoying 
the wonderful burble and effortless perfor-
mance of the Tiger all over again”.

A popular feature of Wellington activi-
ties is the monthly Kapiti Coast midweek 
run. There’s a focus on social interaction as 
well as the, usually, motoring-interest desti-
nation and it brings together members of 
the Wellington and Horowhenua branches. 
Many take this opportunity to give their 
Vintage vehicles a run although winter 
does see a higher number of moderns! The 
May trip took 38 members to Carol and 
Tim Luttrell’s White Pine Gardens and 
Museum in the Pohangina Valley to see 
their collection of early machinery.

We record with sadness the passing of 
long-serving members Robbie Taylor and 
Peter Callender.

Wanganui:  Branch Chairman, Keith Turner’s addressing the gathered cars 
before the run. 

Wairarapa: Francis and Gaye Pointon with their 1929 Essex Challenger, a car 
very under-geared until Francis fitted an overdrive unit. It transformed the car, 
he said after winning the Winter Wander.

Waitemata: Humphreys Lancia at Kiwi Road,  Waitemata 
R’OilCan 8 June 2013.

Wairarapa: New Wairarapa branch 
chairperson Frances Elwin is welcomed by the 
outgoing chairman Neville Taylor.

Waikato: Te Aroha tour.

60 Beaded Wheels



idletorque

wellsford warkworth  
 Anne Hamilton, Gloria Lawrie

Our last report mentioned the very sad 
loss of stalwart member Robin Ross. Robin 
was diagnosed with cancer in November 
last year and it became known that 
topping his bucket list was the rebuilding 
of his beloved 1968 MkII Jaguar, which 
had been completely stripped two years 
earlier for painting. Everything had been 
marked what went where. However, when 
a few of our members starting rebuilding 
the car, they found all the writing had 
faded and the masking tape was incredibly 
sticky, so was a mammoth job to remove.

After lots of false starts, the Jaguar was 
finally restored to its former glory. Since 
then Robin and his wife Francis won the 
Mike Brown Memorial Trophy on the “Are 
We There Yet Run”. Francis intends to 
rally the car herself. She is also continuing 
as librarian.

Grahame Power has restored his 1964 
Holden and it sports a brand new WOF.

Leon Salt tracked down the unusual 
noise in the Model A. It now has new 

little end bushes fitted to the con-rods so 
problem solved.

George Lloyd has reconditioned the 
motor for his Morris Minor woody station 
wagon and should be mobile in the not too 
distant future.

Doug Hamilton is working on his 1949 
RM Riley and has just bought the bones of 
a 1911 Cadillac 30 to restore. (Isn’t rebirth 
great?)

We are pleased to welcome some new 
members – Brett and Margaret Whitmore, 
who don’t have a car as yet, and  Rod 
and Julie Cotton with a 1964 Daimler V8 
saloon.

The AGM was held at the end of 
May with only a couple of office holders 
changing. Vivian Guest is club captain, 
and Anne Hamilton is branch reporter.

west coast  
 Hemi Te Rakau

The West Coast Branch is well into the 
processes for the planning and operation 
of the 2014 National South Island Easter 
Rally set down for April 18-21, 2014. 

Organising Committee members want to 
take advantage of the Idle Torque section 
of Beaded Wheels to advise members and 
participants of some general facts relating 
to the Rally. The rally headquarters this 
year is at the Omoto Racecourse, a short 
drive up-river from Greymouth township 
itself. In recognition of the horse-power 
that initiated Vintage motoring, travel 
will be from Omoto, driving different 
routes for different classes, thence 
arriving at Hokitika Racecourse when 
you arrive depending on what happens 
on the road. The rally will have all of 
the expected events such as concours, 
Veteran, Vintage, post Vintage, post war, 
post 60, commercial, motorcycle, Pennzoil 
and more. Interspersed with these avenues 
of endeavour for participants will be the 
elements that are part of being on the 
West Coast. The theme that pervades 
our thinking is our hosting an event 
that is more like the rallies of old where 
enjoyment and fun were to the fore. This 
is especially easy for us to organise around 
the lakes, bush, historical sites. No tricky 

Wellington:  Branch members at Luttrell’s Museum.

West Coast: Want to see the “Other End” ?? Prince Henry Vauxhall, Nigel Price, 
Nelson Branch.

Wellington: Delena West & Tasi Betteridge at the end of the Ladies 
Rally timing: 1928 Ford Model A.

Wellington: Diane & Roger White, winners of the 
Ladies Rally: 1965 Sunbeam Tiger.

Waitemata: Humphreys Lancia at Kiwi Road,  Waitemata 
R’OilCan 8 June 2013.
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James K (Jim) Donald  
6 November 1927 – 28 May 2013  

On Friday 16 August 1946, Jim Donald 
was one of six Canterbury University 
College students who assembled in the 
Students Union room at the University 
and decided to form the Vintage Vehicles 
Association. It was moved that those 
present’ and three others who had 
submitted apologies, should be known as 
Founder Members.

Two years later the VVA was renamed 
the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand, 
so Jim Donald was one of a select group 
of just 9 who were founder members of 
our club. Now that he has gone only one 
survives associated with the club.

Jim was the owner of a 1911 38hp 
Daimler, an impressive looking two seater 
car that had been updated with electric 
lights to replace the acetylene ones it 
would have had when new.

Jim had not taken the car with 
him, but left it at home in Wanganui. 
Apparently he had gone to Canterbury to 
study engineering because in those days 
Canterbury had the only engineering 
college in the country.

Seemingly, Jim must have finished 
his studies and returned to Wanganui 
or headed for pastures greener, because 
he is not mentioned again in the Club’s 
official history from which these notes 
are drawn.

The Daimler was obviously sold. By 
1955 it was in the possession of George 
Gilltrap who had established a Motor 
Museum in Rotorua which he relocated 
to Queensland in the late 1950s.

Jim’s association with the South 
Canterbury Branch began when he 
joined us in 1995. 

He had a 1923 Ford Model T which 
he later sold to another branch member 
who has since restored it, and over the 
intervening years Jim has attended Club 
events with his 1964 S type Jaguar, his 
Fiat 850 Sport Coupe or his rare 1959 
Riley 2.6.

The Riley was a special car to Jim, for 
it is the very car he purchased second 
hand in London in 1965, and, along with 
his family, he took it touring in England, 
Scotland and on the Continent, often 
with a 16ft caravan on tow.

Jim liked it so much he brought it 
back to New Zealand when the family 
returned, but sold it in 1988.

Quite by 
coincidence, he 
learned many 
years later that 
the car was in 
Morven, near 
Waimate, and 
in October 2006 
just 41 years 
after he first 
bought it, Jim 
was once again able to enjoy owning 
it.  Another car Jim owned was a 1934 
Chrysler Airflow in which he took part 
in the 1996 rally to commemorate 50 
years of the VCC in NZ. An intelligent 
and logical thinking man, he spent much 
of his life as an English teacher, including 
a number of years teaching in the UK. 
He retired from teaching at 45 years of 
age and spent time in the central North 
Island building a house and operating a 
small air charter business, flying tourists 
round the area. He shifted to South 
Canterbury in the early 1990s

As well as supporting Club events, 
Jim was a regular attendee at our branch 
AGM where he would often have well 
thought out questions for the Treasurer 
when the annual accounts were 
presented.

To Jim and the others who had the 
foresight to set the movement rolling in 
New Zealand we owe a debt, and it is 
great that in the later years of his life Jim 
was able to enjoy the fruits of what he 
helped to start.   

OBITUARY

The Passing Lane
In this column we acknowledge the recent 
passing of club members, information is 
supplied to the Beaded Wheels office by 
Branch Secretaries. 
Crowther,  Peter  Auckland
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questions, no time-trial events, no cell 
phone coverage, no iPad, tablet (other 
than medical) assistance to participants 
and no calling up Mr Google for electronic 
advice for so many, many things! There 
are routes planned which will cater for all 
types and ages of vehicles (and partici-
pants)! Packed lunches will be available 
so that rally people can stop whenever 
they are peckish anywhere along the way. 
A Noggin ’n Natter, evening barbecue, 
a public display, events, gymkhana, 
concours and importantly, time out to 
relax and unwind from rallying, followed 
by an evening dinner with prize-giving at 
Shantytown.

West Coast: West Coast National South Island 
Easter Rally registration Forms being delivered. 

West Coast: West Coast National South Island 
Easter Rally course being mapped and tested!
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