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A photo of the first Arrowtown Motorcycle Rally from the VCCNZ
Southland Branch archive. Riders from left to right were: Triumph
Model R, M Coutts; Douglas, Jack Cockburn; AJS 350, Syd Ayling;
Triumph 500, Wayne Nicoll; BSA 500, Barry Barnes; Douglas 2%,
Lindsay Dawson; FN, Jim Lawry; Triumph Model P, Trevor Barnes;
Rover, Neil McMillan; Douglas, Allan Sutton; Sunbeam, Denis

Hunt; Indian 4, Norman Hayes; For more photos and information
see page 14.
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Greg Price relates his restoration tale of

this Triumph Tigress scooter. See page 12.

John Davies in 1928 Ford Model A from
Methven went back country driving with
Canterbury Branch. See page 22.

A

Wairarapa: new member Sean Percy, 17,
with his Volkswagen beetle, for more
branch news see page 44.
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Wairarapa Branch’s Tim Johnson in his Ford Model A in the Rex
Porter. See page 51. Photo Kevin Ball.
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president’s

message

It’s been a busy two months since my last
column. The position of Communications
and Marketing Coordinator (a part-time
contracted role) has been advertised and
we should have someone in place in July.

Geoff and 1 attended Canterbury
Branch’s 60th birthday rally which we really
enjoyed and we also travelled to Taranaki
(taking the opportunity on the way to meet
with Wanganui Branch’s National Veteran
Rally organising team) and Taupo for 50
year awards presentations.

David Yorke gave a presentation about
Health and Safety at the March Executive
Meeting which was very well received by
those present and I hope laid to rest some
concerns that branches had.

The new Health and Safety Act is not
about banning everything and removing
all risk at any cost. It’s about identifying
risks and doing what is sensible to manage
those risks in proportion to the serious-
ness of the consequences if anything goes
wrong. Unsurprisingly, Vintage Car Club
events or any community events for that
matter, do not figure heavily in injury
statistics. So while we are covered by the
same law, with the same legal duties to
keep people safe and healthy, we are not a
problem area.

How then should the club and branches
approach the new health and safety law?
The same way anyone else should — by
doing their research calmly and method-
ically and with a sense of perspective.
Branches should already have processes in
place for identifying and managing risk.
The new law does not mean branches are
suddenly responsible for a whole new list
of risks.

What should branches be doing right
now?! Committees should make health and
safety a standing item on their meeting
agendas, just as they already do for other
items. It would be a good idea to review
existing systems and processes to make
sure the important stuff is being taken
care of.

In April our Speed Steward Tony
Haycock Registrar
Rod Brayshaw attended a meeting of
Motorsport New Zealand’s Historic
Commission. That organisation, is like
us, grappling with the problem of replicas,
re-creations and cars with murky history.
Rod was able to give them a good insight
into the workings of our ARV class.

and National
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The VCC has been invited to attend a
workshop this month regarding classic/
historic racing. Motorsport are looking
at a pretty major overhaul of the historic
racing season and would like our input
which could result in some great events
coming up.

Unfortunately Manawatu Branch has
been unable to continue with the 2017
National Motor Cycle Rally which was to
be based in Feilding. However I am pleased
to announce that a group of motorcyclists
from Waikato and Auckland have put
their hands up to ensure that a national
motorcycle event will still be held in 2017.
This will be based at Waitomo Village on
the 17th to 19th of February 2017 with a
5 day after-rally hub tour to follow. While
Auckland and Waikato Branches will no
doubt be supporting this event, the organ-
ising team will be a sub-committee of the
Management Committee.

Financial accounts for the last
financial year, which will be mailed out
to all members late June, record a healthy
surplus for the running of the Vintage Car
Club which is indicative of the careful
management of the Club’s funds by the
management committee but which unfor-
tunately will not cover the loss from the
Vero International Festival of Historic
Motoring.

The accounts for the Rally have yet to
be finalised but, as forewarned in my last
Beaded Wheels column, there will be a
substantial loss which I have no doubt will
be the subject of robust discussion at the
Annual General Meeting later in the year.
The Rally accounts record the real cost
of putting on an event such as this and
by this I mean that in the past the true
costs of these events have been masked
by volunteers providing virtually all of
the work free of charge. The fact is that
the rally didn’t get the sponsorship that
had been anticipated to cover the costs of
the event manager, and entries were also
considerably down.

Speaking of the AGM, it will be held
in Rotorua on Saturday 13 August. It is
an important event for our organisation.
It gives members a broad overview of our
club’s current direction and financial
health. It is your chance to raise your
concerns and participate. Of course
there are opportunities for members to
be involved throughout the year but the
AGM provides a good opportunity for the
Management Committee to interact with
our members, to answer their questions
and seek their views. I urge members,
particularly those that live in the
surrounding areas, to attend.

Diane Quarrie

as we see it

The Vintage Car Club is full of unsung
heroes and without them the club would
be much the worse off. I'm talking about
volunteers of course and they all know
who they are. A valuable side benefit of
being a volunteer is that it is easier to meet
more people, form friendly relationships
and just feel more a part of the club than
if all you were able to do was pay your subs
every year.

One group of people I would like to
single out for thanks are your branch
Beaded Wheels Reporters.
months they get their information together
and get it to us on time (mostly!) ready
for inclusion in the next issue. Probably
a thankless task with little recognition
and yet it is important if we are to keep
members from throughout New Zealand,
and overseas, informed of happenings at
branch level. They are allowed 250 words
only so they have to keep it tight and
pick the right subject matter to keep it
interesting. If they stray too much over the
word limit then the editing process takes
care of that! We also welcome photos in
Idle Torque as that adds extra interest for
our readers and I'm pleased that reporters
appear to be sending us more and better
images of member’s activities. We extend
our thanks to the branch reporters and
may your pens continue to flow freely and
your camera buttons become even shinier.

While on the subject of volunteers,
and as a keen motorcyclist, I am pleased
to report that a group of motorcyclists
from Waikato and Auckland have stepped
up and are organising “take 2” of the
National Motorcycle Rally now being held
at Waitomo instead of Manawatu. Rally
Director Bob Hayton is a very experienced
rally organiser and I am sure that we will
enjoy a well-run and super organised rally.
Rally entry forms will be ready in June
and past entrants will receive theirs in the
mail. Please see page advertisement on
page 41 for more details.

Every two

Kevin Clarkson

Chairman, Beaded Wheels



This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ National Calendar of Events, and branch events

as listed in each branch newsletter. Any deletions, additions, alterations need to be notified to

Beaded Wheels by the Branch Secretary before 10th of the month prior to magazine publication

. 26 Canterbur
VCC National Events % Gisborne
26 Marlborough
12-14 January 2016 VCCNZ AGM 26 Northland
26 North Shore
JUNE
1 Horowhenua  AGM 26 Taranaki
1 Wanganui Club Night AGM 26 Wellington
4-6 Canterbury Irishman Rally 29 Gisborne
4-6 Waikato Double 50 Rally
5 Sth Cant All British Day ]ULY
5 Wanganui Annual Rally 23
5 Wellington Sunday Run 3 Wellington
8 Central Otago AGM 6 Nth Otago
8 Hawke'sBay  AGM 7 Sth Cant
8 Nth Otago AGM 9 Horowhenua
8 Waikato AGM 9-10 Canterbury
11 Gore End of Season Run 10 Wairarapa
12 Canterbury Restoration of the Year 15-17 Gore
12 Hawke'sBay  Club Run 16 Otago
12 Marlborough  Events Trophy 17 Banks Peninsula
12 Nelson AGM 17 Hawke's Bay
12 Northland AGM 17 Marlborough
12 Wairarapa Winter Wander 17 Nelson
13 Bayof Plenty ~ AGM 17 Rotorua
13 Wairarapa AGM
15 Ctrl Hawke's Bay AGM 17 Wanganui
15 Gisborne AGM 19" West Coast
16 Ashburton AGM 21 Waikato
16 Waitemata AGM 22 Banks Peninsula
18 Manawatu Night Trial 24 Horowhenua
18 North Otago  Garage Raid 24 Marlborough
18 Waikato Club Run 24 Nth Otago
19 Otago AGM 24 Taranaki
19 Marlborough  Annual Shed Raid 24 Wellington
19 Sth Cant End of Season Run/
Restoration Rally 24 West Coast
19 West Coast Rosco Trials/AGM 26 Gisborne
21 West Coast Morning tea Shantytown 31 Canterbury
23 Auckland ACM AUGUST
25 Far North Malloy Trophy 6 Canterbury
25 Wellington VIC Day & Colonial Cup
Judging 7 Taranaki
26 Ashburton Solstice Run

12 Nth Otago

AGM

Ladies Run

Prizegiving Dinner
End of Rego Run
Auckland/North Shore
Combined

End of Rego Run
Colonial Cup Rally
Club Run

Wellsford/Wkwth Winter Woolies Wander

Club Run

Shiny Bits Auction

AGM

Night Owl Run

Mid Winter Motorcycle Run
Margaret Gee Memorial Rally
50th Jubilee Celebrations
Annual Dinner

Balcairn Trials

Club Run

Snow Run

Snow Run

Central North Island Swap
Meet

Sunday Run

Morning tea Shantytown
Club Run

Mid Year Dinner

Mid Winter Luncheon
Mid-Winter at the Woodie
End of Year Dinner
Breakfast Run
Remembrance Rally/
Social Country Run

Club Run

Club Run

Winter Run

Around the Bays Motorcycle
Run

Brick Run
Ten Pin Bowling & Dinner

12-14
20
14
14
14
14
16
21
21
21
26
27
28
28

Rotorua
Canterbury
Marlborough
Nelson
Waikato
Wairarapa
West Coast
North Shore
Waikato
Wellington
Nth Otago
Rotorua
West Coast
Gisborne

SEPTEMBER

3
3
4
4
10
1
1

11
17
17

17-18
20
24
24

24-25
25

25

25

25

25

26
26-5

Banks Peninsula
Waimate
Waikato
Canterbury
Wellington
Auckland
Canterbury

Nelson
Manawatu
Taranaki

North Shore
West Coast
Canterbury
Central Otago
Wellington
Banks Peninsula
Gisborne
Waikato
Waimate
West Coast
Central Otago
Canterbury

OCTOBER

1-2
7-9

Otago
Canterbury

with Waimate

VCCNZ NATIONAL AGM
Night Trial & High Tea
Trials

Mid Winter Dinner
Motorcycle Run

Janice Groves Memorial Run
Morning tea Shantytown
Triple Combined Rally

Club Run

Leprechaun Rally

Daffodil Day with Cancer Soc.
Sulphur City Rally

Club Run

Club run

Levels Race Meeting
Swap Meet

Kairangi Hill Climb
Under 25 Drivers Rally
Twilight Rally
PV/PW/P60/P80 Rally

Motorcycle Rough Run &
VICs

Trials
Vintage Rally

Rubber Duckie Motorcycle
Rally

Spring Tour

Morning Tea Shantytown
Awards Dinner

Blossom Festival Rally
Tom's Tour

Opening Run

Club Run
PV/PW/P60/P80 Rally

Tea Pot/Opening Run
Club Run

Swap Meet

Veteran & Vintage Tour

Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally
Swap Meet

While Beaded Wheels makes every attempt to check the accuracy of the dates published in this column we advise readers to confirm all dates with the individual branch concerned.

Robinsonlnstruments

Automotive & Marine Instrume

Repairers and Restorers of Vintage and Classic Instruments
Speedo Cables repaired or made new to order

nt Specialists

\

GAUGES

Ph.09 636-5836 | 3/31 Princess Street, Onehunga, Auckland | sales@robinsoninstruments.co.nz | www.robinsoninstruments.co.nz
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John L Goddard Trophy

A call for nominations was made in the
last issue of Beaded Wheels and nomina-
tions are due to close on the 8 July. Is there
someone you would like to nominate?

Membership Cards

Membership Cards have now been
sent to all financial members. If you have
not received yours, please contact your
Branch Secretary in the first instance and
they will notify the National Office. As
mentioned in BW337, on your invoice and
in most Branch Newsletters, the member-
ship year will now run 1 November to
31 October, so the Membership Card
expiration is end of October 2016. New
invoices will be forwarded in September
for a 12 month period, with final due date
being 31 October (or 20 October to obtain
the discount offered).

Executive Meetings And
Management Meetings

All branch secretaries are forwarded
a copy of the minutes from Executive
Meetings and Management Committee
Meetings. Should you wish to read any
of these, please contact your Branch
Secretary.

Club Website

Have you looked at our club website:
vce.org.nz

A Forum was set up in 2005 and can
be accessed via our website. You can also

download forms for vehicle identity cards
(VICs), membership and Beaded Wheels
subscriptions. A copy of the Branch
Manual is also available.

FIVA Vehicle Identity Card

If you require a FIVA ID Card for one
of their events, please allow at least 10
weeks for its acceptance. There are charges
involved. Please contact National Office if
you require further information.

Has Your Vehicle Identity Card (VIC)
Expired

Approximately three months prior to
the due date National Office will automat-
ically send out a reminder notice for VICs
that are due to expire. Please check your
VIC and if you find you have not received
one of these please advise the National

Office.

NOTE: I need a handful of members who
recently renewed their Vehicle Identity
Card to contact me. If the date on the
front of the card reads 17/3/2016 please
contact the National Office.

VCC Speed Events

If you are entering any VCC speed
event you must hold current financial
membership, a valid VIC and VCC log
book for the vehicle you are using and
a valid VCC Historic Racing Licence. If
your licence has expired, you will need to
complete a HRL Renewal Form - (Section
23S of the Branch Manual) and forward
this along with payment of $23 to the
National Office and a new one will be
issued. This form is on our website or you
can contact your branch or the National
Office for a copy.

Find out more about the
Vintage Car Club

Join our enthusiasts as they motor their classic vehicles and motorcycles.
Visit vcc.org.nz to download membership application forms or contact your local
branch directly for application forms and.details.

See page 2 for contact details of your nearest branchs.

I.I. -I
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70th Anniversary
Lapel Pins

Lapel pins produced to commemorate
the Club’s 70th anniversary are now
available.

$5 plus $1 postage
(within New Zealand) .
Contact VCCNZ ,National Office,
admin@vcc.org.nz
to order and arrange payment.

A )

100 YEAR
VEHICLE BADGES

The Club has 100 year vehicle
badges which are available for
purchase at $50 each. They are
only for vehicles that have turned
100 years old and have a valid VIC
approving the vehicles age as
more than 100 years since the
date of manufacture. For further
details, please refer to the Branch
Manual, section 40G, or contact
the National Office.

ERRATA

Beaded Wheels wrongly attributed the
images for the article on page 26 of our
April/May 2016 issue to Wallace McNair.
The photographs were taken by Alistair
Robinson and Jacqui Goldingham.



mailbag

The editorial committee reserve the right to publish, edit or refuse
publication of any item submitted as comment. The views expressed
herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the
policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the
publishers. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

Great Response

Ref issue 338 - thank you for publishing
my letter regarding the photos handed
over to the Waihi Arts Centre and
Museum. Within a week of Beaded Wheels
coming out to members [ had received six
letters and had established the identity
of the cars, and the details of the owner
and where he had lived in Waihi, so the
photos can be filed with correct informa-
tion attached. Unfortunately no one knew
of the present location or disposition of
the cars and it seems the SS100 may have
left the country, but at least with the help
of members we have done what we can to
keep the story accurate.

Thanks again,

Ian Verrall

SS Airline Information

Following up on the SS Airline letter in
Beaded Wheels 339. 1, like Bernie Snalam,
lived in the Thames and Coromandel
areas and often passed through Waihi
en route to Bay Park. Having a lifelong
interest in Jaguar cars this vehicle was a
stand out and easy to recall as it was, and
is, the only SS Airline I have seen. The
last time I saw this car was at the Ellerslie
Concours in 1994. It had undergone a
major refurbishment. Rumours were it had
less than 60,000 miles and it had been

sold out of the country.

-

—

]agur SS Airline photographed at the 1994
Ellerslie Concours.

General information on SS Airline.

Announcement date September 1934

Total production: 1935-36 624

Engine: 6 cylinder sidevalve 2143cc or
2663cc, 62 or 70bhp (£360 or £365).

Maximum speed: 80mph.

Don Ammon

Unlikely Hupmobile

In BW339, page 15 John Stokes writes
that “Bevars Binnie and Alasdair Brass
have similar Hupmobiles”.

It is highly unlikely that the Hup in
the tour was the same model as Alasdair
and mine, ours are 1913 Model H and
1914 HA respectively. 1915 saw the intro-
duction of the Model K, followed by the
Model N in 1916 and the Model R in
late 1917. The photo in the article shows
the Hup on the tour having completely
different rear suspension and mudguards
to the Model H/HA so it was most likely
a Model K or N.

Bevars Binnie

Information Found

Upon receiving my April/May 2016
copy of Beaded Wheels it was a huge
surprise for me to see four photos of my
father, Bruce Murcott, on page 2.

Beaded Wheels previously published
two of the photos in the Feb/March 2012
edition, accompanied by an excellent
article on Dad with his 1951 Humber
Hawk, penned by Grant Hitchings.

The first of the recently published
photos is when he enlisted in the army
in 1940, joining the 24th Battalion. The
second is Dad with a mate when he was
home on furlough in 1943.

As a child I often accompanied Dad
when he went out in the tow trucks
around Hamilton and beyond. The third
photo (circa 1958) shows the trucks at our
family home from where Dad operated the
business and where he and Mum lived all
their married lives.

The fourth photo is of Dad with his
1931 Austin 7 which he bought for £100
when he returned from the war in 1945.
I recall many stories of him driving the
Baby Austin from Hamilton to Wanganui
when he was courting Margaret who
later became my mother. Negotiating the
track through the Paraparas seemed an
adventure on its own.

Dad was very active in the Waikato
Branch, rallying the Hawk all over the
North Island right up until his unexpected
death in 2014 at the age of 93. His other
pride and joy was his around-town car,
a 1952 Morris Minor side-valve. He
maintained both cars himself right to
the end. He was completely fearless and

mailbag

reckless. How he survived to the ripe old
age of 93 is anybody’s guess!
Lloyd Murcott

More on Murcotts

I remember well the day Bruce drove
into our yard at the Post and Telegraph
workshops in Frankton with his newly
constructed salvage truck. He was there
to offer his newly formed towing service
to our managers. The year would be
somewhere around 1952 to 1954. I thought
“there goes our salvage trips” which we
young mechanics looked forward to. The
P and T department had a large fleet of
vehicles, working a long way out from our
workshop base, say from Coromandel in
the north to Ohura and Taumaranui south
and Whakatane to Raglan east to west.
We had many breakdowns as the vehicles
seemed to miss out on their regular
servicing. All our towing was done with
a solid bar and I am guilty of pulling off
a few Austin A40 front bumpers. Bruce’s
small truck is built on a K model Bedford
and the larger truck built on an M series,
which were badged British Bedford up
to about 1948. They had a very flimsy
radiator mounting, which broke away with
our potholed roads of the day, causing the
fan blades to deal to the radiator core. The
Post and Telegraph had a reinforcing kit
which we fitted to the K, M and O series
trucks. Looking closely at the photos I
think I can see evidence of repairs to
his trucks. Bruce owned the business for
many years until it was sold to the late
Peter Williams. The business still success-
fully trades to this day under the name
of Williams Salvage. Bruce was a loyal
member of the Vintage car movement
until his death a few years ago when in his
nineties.

Richard Wymer Hamilton

Ed Note: These two letters relate to photos

published on page two of our last issue,

Beaded Wheels 339.
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Mprs Elizabeth Rajaan with Nelson member, Clive
Hunter, beside his ‘53 Sapphire on the recent
Nelson outing.

Nelson Outing Raises Query

Recently members of the Nelson
Branch carried folk from the blind and
partially sighted group to their afternoon
club meeting. Our guests were very excited
and wanted to tell us all about the cars
they remembered and to have photos
taken with the cars. A wonderful day for
everyone involved.

One lady, Mrs Elizabeth Rajaan, asked
for our help in locating the car she and her
late husband, Peter, had owned when they
lived in the Moutere. She had brought
with her the car’s original key and key ring
and hoped that if the car still exists she
might be able to meet with the present
owner and give him the key!

It was a 1952 or ‘53 Armstrong Siddeley
Sapphire, coloured grey and green and
was originally owned by Mr Percy Burnett
who at the time was the Superintendent
of the Nelson hospital. The second owner
was Mr ] Bryce of Mapua and the Rajaans
purchased it from him.

When next sold ownership moved to
a Mr C C Chester, who worked at the
Wellington airport, Mrs Rajaan recalls.
After that her trail goes cold.

If any member knows more of the
history of this vehicle, and possibly where
it is today, we would love to pass on this
information to Mrs Rajaan.

Information to; Mike Bryan,

Secretary, Nelson Branch.

rootesgpnz@gmail.com

Phone 027 753 2038.

re: Searching for Morris (a mailbag
letter in issue No.337)

Gerard van den Bemd was wondering
if there are any 1954-56 Morris Cowleys
left in New Zealand. I personally know of
three in New Zealand and there was one
more on TradeMe (needing restoration) at
the time of writing.

My Cowley is the only one of the three
cars I know of with its original 1200cc
B-series engine, the others now have 1489
or 1622 engines. I rebuilt my Cowley’s
original engine after finding a set of +020
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pistons - perhaps the only part unique to
this engine.

More recently I've had the cylinder
head skimmed to get a bit more power and
I changed the diff head for an Oxford one
to raise the gearing in top gear to 15mph
per 1000rpm. In this configuration I've got
over 27mpg and it can cruise comfortably
at 50mph on the flat. It is no rocket going
up hills and going down needs care as the
brakes are smaller than the Oxford’s - a
further economy measure only found on
the very earliest Cowleys.

I have had new carpets
hoodlining installed. Extreme luxuries
now installed include an engine tempera-
ture gauge from an Oxford and a Natra
after-market heater installed by a previous
owner; otherwise my Cowley is quite
original.

Robert Greenfield

and a

1936 Buick Series 90X

[ am trying to gather early informa-
tion on a 1936 Buick Series 90 hearse.
In 1968 this car was owned by Ian Tilke
who lived in Crawford Road, Mataura.
It was then purchased by Arthur Diack
from Bourke Street, Invercargill. It was
purchased later (1977) by Gary Hale, a
plumber from Gore. The car then moved
to Roxburgh and after his death the car
went to Tapanui where [ purchased it
as wreck in 2002. The only parts that
remained were the chassis, engine and the
cab from behind the front seat. The rear
had been removed. I am keen to find out if
it was built as hearse by Flxible or whether
it was a conversion from a Series 90 car in

Any photos or information on its
earlier history it would be most welcome
Neville Smith

Neville.smith@xtra.co.nz

More Information Comes to Light

Since writing my previous piece about
Highfield Motor Services and Jim Oed
I have found this photo of the Excelsior
Manxman as | remember it. There was
full road going equipment such as lights,
muffler and number plates.

Is that Bill Veitch crouching down
behind the bike? He should be seeing
a polished cast aluminium primary drive
case. Photo by Ross Mackay.

Details on back of photo: 1939 Excelsior
Manxman special. Very rare model, believed to be
one of 5 by c1950. 500cc, bronze cylinder head,
Amal TT carb, Albion gearbox, Girling brakes.
NZ owners Marty Rush (new), Jim Oed, Mick
Holland. Sold to UK buyer in 2002?

Referring to Rick Murray’s notes on the
Stuart M3 “Honey” tank.

With the turret in place about 35 mph
was the usual top speed. With the turret
removed 40 mph plus was possible. 70
mph would have required about 4500 rpm!
I don’t think so. Stopping was another
story. How do I know this? Been there,
done that, sixty years ago.

Bill Grant,

Missing in Action?

A Brief History Of The Tokoroa
Vintage Car Club/South Waikato Vintage
Car Club:

A letter to the Beaded Wheels No 339
from Mr Barry Grant reminded me of
something [ have been meaning to do
and never got around to. In Barry’s letter
he mentioned the start up of the South
Waikato Vintage Car Club. It was origi-
nally called Tokoroa Vintage Car Club.

[ was the first secretary and was called
on to write a lot of letters to head office.
The boys and girls in Tokoroa, were trying
to make up their minds as to whether there
was a enough interest and support to form
a local branch. It came to a head when
the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand
(VCCNZ) altered the boundaries between
Hamilton, Waikato and Rotorua, which
took Tokoroa and Putaruru out of the
Waikato district and placed them in the



Rotorua district. We were advised that the
branch would come under will be Rotorua
Branch. You have to understand there
were up to three fully loaded cars every
month going to Hamilton to meet at the
Woodstock school hall. In those days (the
1970s) depending on the weather it was up
to 1% hours drive. So to be told you had
to change branches did not go down well.
Barry, like myself, had been a member of
the Waikato Branch for several years and
did not want to be transferred to Rotorua
Branch.

A meeting was called at Barry Pearce’s
house to discuss forming a branch in
Tokoroa. The general opinion was yes, but to
write a letter to VCCNZ to ask for guidance
and the proper steps to take. Christchurch
replied we could not form a branch because
there was not enough interest. Another
meeting was called, this time at my house.

Those present were B Pearce, ] Abbort, G |

Mackey, B Grant, R Morton, ] Pinfold, E
Oxner, M Sparks, M Johnson, and myself.
Apologies for those who attended that I
have not mentioned.

We elected a president, a secretary
(myself) and magazine editor. The
magazine was to be called Tok Torque,
The first job of the secretary was to inform
VCCNZ of the developments and to ask
if Tokoroa Branch could be officially
recognised. This was duly accepted by the
VCCNZ. End of story, except it is a pity we
see nothing in branch reports in Beaded
Wheels to inform us if the branch is still
alive and functioning.

H Lodge
Ed Note: Records held by the VCCNZ
National Office and notes in the book
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 50 Years
indicate that Tokoroa/South Waikato
was a sub branch of the Rotorua Branch

from 29 Oct 1974 until 1980. At that
time the Tokoroa Branch became a fully
incorporated society and a full branch of
the VCCNZ. On 2 December 1993 they
changed their name from “Vintage Car
Club of NZ Tokoroa Branch Incorporated”
to “the Vintage Car Club of NZ South
Waikato Branch Incorporated” which is
how they are recognised at present.

Finding Dad’s 1927 Buick
The small blond boy in the back seat,

rl.'- e i |l

of this picture, would like to get reunited
with the 1927 Buick that he helped restore
with his father, as a four year old, in
1964/65. The Buick’s main body color then
was yellow and the bonnet a light green.
After this picture was taken Dad put wire
wheels on it.

It was sold to a person called Errol who
lived in Oteha Valley Rd on Auckland’s
North Shore about 20 years ago.

I Would love to get in contact with
Errol or the new owner and see the car
again. It would be great if any of your
readers know the car and are able to give
me any information that would make it
possible to see it again.

Simon Coughlan ph 021 026 38 470

Simon.Coughlan1@gmail.com

Specialising in Vintage & Classic Collectable Car,

Tractor & Truck Automotive Repairs

Phone 03 693 1401

Suppliers of Morris, Penrite & Fuch Lubricants
Vintage Automobile Tyres available on order
34 High Street Geraldine, 7930

WOF
e

historical snippets
of motoring interest

from years gone by
Graeme Rice

timelines

100 YEARS AGO

1916 — Light Trailer Waggons attached to the
back of cars, able to carry 5 to 15 cwt loads
were promoted as increasing the weight cars
could carry for very little outlay. Visitors to
American country houses had their bags
picked up from the station and loaded into
a new light trailer waggon, leaving ample
room for them in the motor. Farmers sacked
their drovers and delivered stock to market
in light trailer waggons, consequently they
arrived in much better condition.

75 YEARS AGO

1941 — After much testing and assessing of
Bantam, Willys and Ford prototypes the
US War Department let a new contract for
16,000 Jeeps to Willys. It was the Willys
lower silhouette, lower cost and heavier
but more powerful 60bhp Go Devil engine
that made it the most attractive proposi-
tion. $738.84 was the average price for each
vehicle.

50 YEARS AGO

1966 — Surely one of our greatest sporting
successes, the day at Le Mans where three
Kiwis, Bruce McLaren and Chris Amon,
along with Denny Hulme and American
Ken Miles in their beautifully prepared
7 litre Ford GT Mk 2s, finished Ist and
2nd, beating the previously all-conquering
Ferraris. Painted black, with a silver fern on
the sides, the Fords were accompanied by
21 tons of spares.

30 YEARS AGO

1986 — Exotic machinery arrived for the
AWA Clarion Rally. Lancia brought 1.8
litre 450bhp turbo and supercharged S4
Deltas. National Champion Tony Teesdale
drove his new MG Metro 6R4 while Rod
Millen entered his 200bhp Mazda 323 four
wheel drive. Fiat brought out two 160bhp
Turbo Unos, lined up against five Mazda
RX7s, one driven by Neil Allport, and
some VW Golfs. Possum Bourne drove a
Subaru Turbo. A Peugeot 205 driven by
Juha Kankunnen won, followed by three
Deltas, with Kiwis Allport, Cook (Nissan
240RS) and Millen in 6th, 9th and 10th

places respectively.
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1956 Austin A30

Words and photos Keith Hughes and Fiona Bardell

This little baby Austin’s story starts
when it was purchased for $300 by
Fiona and Clive Bardell as a project,
in poor condition, and partly driven
and partly towed home to Palmerston
North. Clive is an engineer who
restores old cars as a hobby, and has
four immaculate American cars from
the late 1930s in his garage. Fiona
thinks the car is totally awesome and
as far as economy and convenience is
concerned, it is.

The body is of monocoque chassis-
less construction, the first to be
made by Austin. Originally offered
in 1952 as a four-door saloon, a 2-door
saloon and a van were made available in
1953 and 1954. It was Austin’s answer to
the Morris Minor and its superior 803 cc
four cylinder, overhead valve engine was
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also used in the Morris when the two
companies merged later in 1952 to form
BMC. The A30 was produced from 1952
to 1956 when it was upgraded to the
A35. Readers may be interested to know
that Enid Blyton’s Noddy drove an A30
convertible, and Wallace (of Wallace and
Grommet) a later A35 van. A total of
223,264 A30s were produced.

There is no doubt that the Austin A30
is a small car, its size reported to be deter-
mined by arranging four dining chairs and
building the car around them. The body
structure and final design by Ricardo Burzi,
is much smaller and narrower than the
Morris Minor, and has family resemblance
to the Sheerline, Devon, Dorset, Atlantic,
Hereford, Hampshire and Somerset cars
by Austin. The styling was an attempt to
follow an “English line” of cars including
Daimlers and Jaguars, but in the smaller
cars the styling looked somewhat bulbous,
and the A30 is the smallest. Its final
size is 3454 m in length with a 2.019 m

wheelbase, overall width is 1.397 m, and it
weighs just 720 kgs.

Because both the engine and body were
completely new designs the car needed
extensive testing to iron out development
problems. The final engine package had a
58 mm bore x 76 mm stroke, 54 Nm torque
at 2200 rpm, 21 kW at 4400 rpm, and a
compression ratio of 7.2:1. The suspension
is independent coil springs on the front
and beam axle semi-elliptic springs on the
back. The braking system has Lockheed
hydraulic drums on the front while the
back is a hybrid system with a single body-
mounted hydraulic cylinder operating two
rods to the rear drums.

There is no doubt that the Austin
A30 is a small car, its size reported
to be determined by arranging
four dining chairs and building
the car around them




Individual seats in the front with a
bench seat in the rear are covered in PVC.
There is an optional heater, and the little
rear window and trafficators mounted in
the B-pillar, operated by a knob on the
centre of the dashboard, distinguish it from
the later A35. In this car the trafficators
have been replaced by blinkers.

Two burly blokes go for a drive in it.
The first thing that strikes you is that it is
narrow. There is no gap between the front
seats (the brake lever is on the right hand
side), however other than that it does not
feel cramped because there is plenty of
headroom. The engine is started by pulling
out a knob and it starts immediately. We
are into top gear at about 20mph and it
is responsive enough in the local traffic
as one would expect a car of the 1950s.

There is a vague feeling it might tip over if
pushed too hard around corners, although
it probably will not. The steering is firm
and very positive.

Out on the highway the car starts
getting very busy at about 40-45mph and
we only took it a short way. Realistically it
is a town car nowadays.

Its 5.12:1 axle ratio ensures that the
little engine spins at 4800 revs per minute
at about 58 mph. In contrast for example,
3000 rpm for the then Volkswagen’s
engine, and prompted Road and Track
magazine to A30 as
“ill-suited to American requirements and

summarize the

its main virtue was it is easy to park”.
Its absolute top speed is said to be about
65 mph.

First and second gears are very low
and starting off in second is an option. It
will take four adults and luggage, however
driving so loaded on a trip these days would
be daunting for me with the highways busy
with modern truck and trailer units, which
were not around in the 1950s.

The beauty of this car is that it is
economical to restore, easy to park and
manoeuvre around town, simple in design,
and with some 1950s comforts. It is
absolutely reliable and can be used as a
second car rather than being parked up all
week to be used only on Vintage Car Club
outings. There are also plentiful supplies of
parts from A30 and A35 specialists in the

UK. m

101 Harman St

PO Box 9164

Christchurch 8149

New Zealand

Phone 03 338 4307

email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

Beaded edge

Wide range

30x3 to 895x135
Lock ring Heavy Split Rims Well base Rolled edge.
and light Motor cycle rims All sizes
Now available
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Just needs cables
and wiring connected!

Words and photos Greg Price

Greg Price shares a cautionary tale for all those contemplating a minor

restoration project...

ver the years [ have always enjoyed
Oreading the various Beaded Wheels

articles on the restoration efforts
of others, regardless of the type of vehicle
involved. I have marvelled at what can
be achieved in the many instances where
the restorer started with literally the bare
bones of a vehicle, and ended up with
a pristine example that was better than
new. Interestingly enough [ have never
embarked on a complete restoration as
such, but [ have completed many rebuilds,
complete overhauls and the like, on
countless motorcycles and cars. Armed
with only my experience and the trusty
workshop manual for the particular project
it is amazing just what can be achieved
with some elbow grease and (hopefully)
not too much of the folding stuff.

Thus it was hardly surprising when, just
after the first Canterbury earthquake in
September 2010, I grabbed the opportunity
to buy (sight unseen) what, for all intents
and purposes, was someone else’s excellent
restoration effort that, “Just needed the
cables and wiring connected”. I mean,
why not buy someone else’s hard work
and effort (and expense) and then enjoy
the fruits of their labour, right? Having
bought several vehicles and motorcycles
sight unseen in the past from the internet,
I had no reason to expect that I would be
disappointed in this instance.
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The vehicle in question was a rare
1960s Triumph Tigress motor scooter that
had last been legitimately on the road in
1975. The previous owner had supposedly
fully restored it to the point where it only
needed the cables and wiring connected.
For whatever reason the project was not
completed and was put on the market —
for auction. One of the downsides to an
auction is that you may well be bidding
against someone who also wants the
vehicle for the same reasons as you do, and
as a result the bidding can get silly. This

... why not buy someone else’s
hard work and effort (and
expense) and then enjoy the fruits
of their labour, right?

is good for the seller, but not necessarily
for the successful bidder who just has to
have it.

Upon the bike’s soon
became apparent that it had only been
assembled finger tight for sale purposes,
and [ also learned that the engine
had been assembled with some gaskets

arrival it
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missing. While everything seemed to be
present, either on the scooter or in an
accompanying box, it was nonetheless
disappointing to realise that a significant
amount of further work would be required
to complete the project. So the scooter was
placed at the back of the garage where it
then survived the several thousand earth-
quakes — at least two of which tossed it in
the air causing it to fall over upon landing.

Finally in 2014 1 decided to embark on
finishing it as a winter project. The first
task was to start amassing the missing
bits — and there were rather a lot upon
closer inspection. There was a fellow
in Nelson who was able to provide the
footplate rubber mat and pedal rubbers.
Those of you familiar with the Tigress and
BSA Sunbeam scooters will recall that
the muffler was either in the tail of the
scooter or behind the front wheel. The
previous owner had decided to manufac-
ture his own which was simply an external
muffler like most scooters have. The
problem was that the header pipes did not
match up, and were too close to the body
panels. The body panels were not a good
fit either and it would seem that much
of the painting was done without first
ensuring that each panel fitted properly.
(Doesn’t anyone watch those American
hot rod programmes with the likes of Boyd
Coddington et al who always assemble the
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vehicle first, then dismantle it for painting
after that?)

Having obtained the Tigress service
sheets (the next best thing to a workshop
manual), it became evident that there
was nothing in them that would help me
identify which side of the machine was
the near side, and there was nothing about
how to time the motor. I discovered that
unlike many cars, where you can only fit
the distributor rotor two ways and one of
them is wrong, the Tigress simply had a
tapered shaft that allowed the cam to be
fitted in one of 360 positions. Worse still,
the points fitted had no insulating washer
between the springy metal thing and the
base, so the spark was earthed all the time.

It was around this time that I finally
learned how to test coils and in doing so
learned that I needed two new ones. As far
as the wiring was concerned I was able to
connect most of it up following the colour
coding, but none of the cables provided
were actually from this scooter so 1 had
to get all new ones made, which included
working out just what each one looked like
and how long it needed to be.

The next problem was that the wiring
had not been positioned properly along
the chassis, and needed to be discon-
nected completely and re-routed. The next
problem was that I mistakenly decided
that the ‘near-side’ was the right hand

side looking forward and used that for my
initial timing sequence (top dead centre
TDC), only to discover later that the
near-side was actually the left hand side.
[ obtained some later model points from a
Triumph twin that now allowed each set of
points to be adjusted separately.

Other work included rewiring the
rear lights, making new battery cables,
overhauling the dip switch, and scraping
off the powder-coating that was preventing
the electrics from earthing.

At this point I found that the front leg
shield was not fitting properly and had to
be removed and new holes drilled so that
the panels lined up with the frame. Then
it was out with the multi-tester to check all
the electrics. At this stage I had power to
both sides of the coils, and I had managed
to get the horn working. Another little
gadget on the Tigress is the neutral finder
foot lever. Positioned on the right hand
side of the foot plate it provides the rider
with the means to select neutral rather
than fiddle with the gear pedal. Well,
that’s the theory anyway and the service
sheets did not provide the information
necessary for the do-it-yourselfer. So being
someone who dislikes having something
that does not work, I set about establishing
just how the damn thing was supposed
to work, and after a couple of days I got
it sorted. The gearshift lever was out of

kilter and one of the levers had been fitted
back to front. Another issue was that
the new muffler’s pipe was too short and
when it was extended it then fouled the
main stand. So the main stand had to be
modified to suit. The steering head was
lacking the second locking nut, and there
was no splashguard so the nice people at
Auto Restorations (Christchurch) came to
the party and made both for me. (These
guys are good.)

Once it looked all set to go, I tenta-
tively sprayed some ‘Start-ya-bastard’ into
the intake and gave it one kick — and it
burst into life. I can tell you that no one
was more surprised than me. The manual
stated that it would start first kick, but
who believes that sales blurb anyway?
So some four months after commencing
work on this I was able to take it for a
test hoon down the drive. At the same
time as I was working on the scooter I
had optimistically asked NZTA if I could
re-use the original five-digit number plate
based on the only evidence I had being
an old 1975 warrant of fitness sticker, and
NZTA said “Yes.”

There were the usual teething problems
like having to make a stronger clutch
cable, re-fit the starter pedal return spring,
and re-jig the side panels to prevent the
muffler pipe from burning the paint off.

Then it was off to VINZ for its re-certi-
fication which it flew through. So this
lictle Tigress was legitimately back on the
road after some 39 years. However having
worked on it for some four months I had
grown to thoroughly dislike it so it was
moved on.

From what [ have been able to
determine, the shortcomings
the design and functionality of the
Tigress/BSA Sunbeam, and additionally
the the lack of information in the various
service sheets, can be attributed to the fact
that Triumph entered the scooter business
late in the period, in an attempt to offset
the success of the likes of the Vespa and
Lambrettas. While the Tigress was suppos-
edly a genuine 70mph scooter, it was not
the overall success that the manufacturers

around

had hoped.
As for me, I made a decision that I
would never, ever, buy another

bike /scooter or vehicle sight unseen again.
That resolution lasted all but three
months — but that’s another story. m
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Southland Branch’s

First Ever

Motorcycle Rally

Words Russell Mclvor, photos Russell Mclvor, Barry Barnes

At an early meeting of the Southland
Branch a member remarked that
motorcycles were not being catered
for with mainly automobile-only events
dominating the local calendar.

rrowtown  was  mentioned
as having possibilities. Neil
McMillan volunteered to organise

a motorcycle-only rally for Vintage and
Veteran bikes. Twelve motorcycles left
Lumsden on 25 November 1967 at two
minute intervals, travelling to the first
check at the now defunct Parawa Hotel,
all arriving at the same time; more like
beeline navigation than straightline!
Wayne Nicol's 1912 Triumph seized
twice, the Sunbeam broke a chain and the
Dawson Douglas had a punctured petrol
tank. Next stop, the Kingston Hotel where

1968, Royal Oak Hotel, Arrowtown.
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1967: Mechanical adjustments atop Jollies Pass.

L to R: Jim Lawry, Wayne Nicoll (rider 1912 Triumph),

Barry Barnes, Mark Friedl (kneeling) Ron Adam.

Neil McMillan, photographer, rider of the 1914 Rover pictured.

photos were taken and tea brewed on the
club’s thermette.

A few more beers then at another now
defunct establishment, the Shotover Hotel.
Then a trouble free trip to Arrowtown.
Mein host at the Royal Oak Hotel had the
bikes bedded down in the old stables for
the night. Rider’s tariff was 35/- a head.
Field tests were held in the Arrowtown
Domain on Sunday morning then it
was off through the Kawarau Gorge to
Cromwell and Alexandra to be loaded up
for Invercargill.

The bikes travelled on excellent roads
through some of the best scenery in
New Zealand, over the Southland plains,
around Lake Wakatipu and Lake Hayes to
historic Arrowtown. Winner of our first
Arrowtown Rally was Trevor Barnes on
his Model Q Triumph. We have always
had excellent support from Christchurch
members. Southlanders Ray McCulloch,
King Dick and Wayne Nicol, 1912 Triumph
have entered approximately 40 times. Jim
Lawry, is remembered for his determina-
tion on the 1910 FN 225cc single cylinder
bike.

Our 50th Arrowtown Rally and reunion
will be held 11, 12, 13 November 2016.
The original 12 bikes are all around and
we hope to have them entered. Will we see
you in Arrowtown?!

5w

At Kingston 1967: Barry Barnes with his 1913
BSA which he still owns.

Dennis Hunt on 1930 Sunbeam Model 8 now
owned by Trevor Barnes.



The A(;Ivent'ufés of a .Stellb Slar

Words and photos Stuart Francis

he story starts one evening in 1972
| when [ was returning home through
some English country lanes. I was
doing a passable imitation of Phil Read on
my Ariel Arrow until I missed a gear. The
engine started running rough and cutting
out on one cylinder, we limped home. The
post-mortem revealed that one of the big
ends had failed and the resulting debris
had wrecked that side of the engine. I even
found a broken big end roller embedded in
the top of the piston!

The urgent issue was what would replace
it as I needed transport to get to work.
My parents were dead against me getting
another solo, so after some heated discus-
sion we finally agreed on a motorcycle and
sidecar. Two weeks later, after obtaining
my first bank loan, I bought a rather
second-hand BSA A10 and Watsonian
Child Adult sidecar. Despite some initial
teething problems (the camshaft had to be
replaced) it became one of the best bikes I
ever owned.

After a few months of getting used to
riding/driving an outfit I was becoming
very confident until [ hit a Cortina at a
T junction in the middle of Bath. The
resulting impact demolished the car’s boot
(the sidecar nose rode over the bumper)

but appeared to do little damage to the
sidecar. Two weeks later, riding along a
very bumpy cobbled road in Bath, the
sidecar door popped open and the whole
roof sagged down by a foot. Temporary
repairs were made by wrapping a tow rope
around the body like a corset but it was
clear its days were numbered.

| was becoming very confident until
I hit a Cortina at a T junction in the
middle of Bath.

[ immediately started looking for a
replacement. I was eventually pointed
towards an old grain barn in the hamlet
of Holt where a character called Tucker
wheeled and dealed in second-hand bikes,
spares and sidecars. I acquired a lifelong
friend and a 1952 Steib TR500 sidecar.
The Steib was not quite in the condition
that it left the Nuremburg factory; there
seemed to be a lot of filler around the nose
from an encounter with a Ford Transit

and the distinctive mudguard had been
replaced with one from a BSA. I undertook
a quick cosmetic makeover with filler and
Valspar paint and attached it to the AIlQ.
After resetting the sidecar connections
three times (I learnt to distrust swan necks
and three point attachment), the A10 and
Steib became a great combo, easily getting
to 80mph.

The first real test was a visit to the
Isle of Man for the 1972 Manx Grand
Prix. A group of us left Holt on this great
adventure with Tucker leading the way.
Tucker’s route to Liverpool of A and B
roads was great for solos but a challenge
for an outfit carrying most of the luggage.
After some adventures we got to the Isle
of Man and had a great time, however
my attempts at emulating Helmut Fath
didn’t quite work out. The return trip was
going to be more difficult as I had agreed
to carry back a whole Norton ES2 that a
friend had blown up and left in the Island
the year before. The ES2 was broken down
into big bits and stuffed into or tied to the
sidecar. Due to ferry problems I finished
up on a later boat than the rest. Tucker
decided to give me his telephone number
in case of emergencies, and not having
a pen and paper, he scraped it into the
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boot paintwork (it was still visible when
[ started the rebuild). The trip home was
a real struggle, the overloaded outfit was
a pig to control, not helped by the rear
sidecar connection pulling out of the frame
halfway home.

[ took my motorcycle test on the outfit,
I passed despite the examiner leaping into
the sidecar and sitting down in the soaking
wet seat. A little later I decided to use the
AlO as a solo and transferred the Steib to
a 1955 AJS 18MS that I had acquired from
Tucker. I used four points of attachment
making for a far stronger arrangement.
The big problem with the AJS was the
awful electrics (mainly down to dynamo
problems) so [ fitted a 12v car battery in
the sidecar, welded a car dynamo bracket
onto the swan-neck, attached a pulley to
the end of the crankshaft, modified the
primary chain case and fitted a Lucas car
dynamo and control box. The resulting
lights were excellent, and in the winter I
used to warm my hands on the headlight
sealed beam unit. I did a few rallies on
this outfit as it was ideal for winter riding;
the most memorable being the 1974
Dragon Rally. We should have gone on
Pete Bickerstaff’s Vintage HRD outfit
but he rode 30 miles to my place before
realising he had not turned on the oil. The
outstanding memory was blasting flat out
down the M6 motorway, lying flat on the
tank with Pete huddled in the sidecar and
the speedo hovering at 75mph.

The next incarnation of the Steib was
when [ attached it to a 1958 Triumph
Thunderbird. Its first real outing was
another trip to the Isle of Man this time
carrying a mate’s girlfriend in the sidecar.
After the usual Island adventures one
of the other bikes was sick and needed
its load lightened, so I finished up with
another young lady on the back. It soon
became clear that she was very uncomfort-
able on the back so the two girls squeezed
themselves into the sidecar.

When [ was transferred to Portsmouth
Dockyard I used the outfit to commute the
80 miles at the weekends (in all winds and
weather) so mum could have the privilege
of doing my laundry. One of the worst rides
I ever had was going across Salisbury Plain
in the snow tracks of other vehicles whilst
the bottom sidecar connection acted as a
snow-plough, spraying ice, salt and snow
all over me.

After I moved to Portsmouth my parents
gradually applied the thumb screws to get
their garage back which for some time had
been my workshop (how unreasonable).
[ was able to move most of my bikes to
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You bought that all the way to New Zealand? Yeah right.

Portsmouth but the sidecar wouldn’t easily
fit through the front door of the terrace
house 1 had, so it went for a holiday at
Tucker’s market garden.

The next incarnation of the sidecar
was when my first wife broke her leg in a
motorcycle accident. She needed transport
and so she told me to build her an outfit. I
found a butchered 650 Dneiper (a chopper
project!) in Milton Keynes which I resur-
rected and attached to the Steib. The
sidecar was now looking rather shabby with
a rather rusty bottom and cracked filler.

One of the worst rides | ever
had was going across Salisbury
Plain in the snow tracks of other

vehicles whilst the bottom sidecar
connection acted as a snow-
plough, spraying ice, salt and
snow all over me.

The next challenge was teaching Jean how
to ride an outfit. The high point was when
she put the sidecar wheel on the pavement
of the housing estate we lived on and left
it there for a quarter mile while I was in
the sidecar trying to give instructions. The
poor old Steib’s rusty body couldn’t stand
up to this punishment for too long. The
floor gave way and started dragging along
the road whilst I was rather stuck in the
sidecar trying to get Jean to stop.

[ did make a temporary floor out of a
Maxi bonnet, but it did not really work,
so the body was taken off and a couple of
planks and a concrete block were lashed
to the chassis. It was about this time that
I noticed the sidecar wheel hub was going
furry and developing what looked like little
cauliflower florets; terminal corrosion. By

a stroke of luck I found that a BSA conical
hub front wheel fitted perfectly.

Jean discovered that she could get
to 75mph on the downhill stretch of
the motorway towards Portsmouth; the
Dneiper stood this for nine months until
a piston gave way taking a big end with
it. The Steib was then hidden away in the
back of the garage for the next 25 years. A
few years later whilst clearing out a friend’s
garage | found a proper Steib mudguard
and wheel. Both had seen better days but
were good raw material.

In 2007 I collided with a tractor which
left me and my old AJS rather bent.
We were both rebuilt, but suffered from
permanent damage, bent frames. I thought
the best thing was to put the Steib back
on the AJS. The first challenge was refur-
bishing the chassis and wheel. Trying to
get apart very rusty 60 year old nuts, bolts
and seized pivot pins can be fun at the best
of time but most of them had been soaked
in a mixture of water and road salt and left
to cook. A combination of an oxyacetylene
torch, half a litre of WD40, an air gun and
a short scaffolding pole got them all to
move eventually. After cleaning up some
“chicken shit” welding I did 30 years ago
and making a new front sidecar connec-
tion the whole chassis was epoxy powder
coated. The bearings in the sidecar wheel
and swinging arm were replaced.

It was in this state that the Steib was
put into a shipping container with all my
other goods and chattels and shipped to
New Zealand. I well remember my mate’s
caustic comments about transporting this
“rusty pile of shit”, the sidecar body, to
New Zealand and having to put it into
the container. The Ministry of Agriculture
Fisheries & Food inspector didn’t like the
state of the mudguard (I forgot to clean it)
so it was quarantined and steam cleaned.
The sidecar body was put to the back of
the queue as my first priority was getting



all of the roadworthy bikes approved and
registered for New Zealand.

Restoration

The first part of the restoration was
stripping most of the body back to bare
metal, chiselling and cutting off of all
the filler; the thickest piece of filler was
about 6cms. The whole left hand side of
the nose was very badly crumpled with
awful welding, the only option was to cut
half of the nose away and replace it with
new metal, not the easiest thing to do
with compound curves and a swage line to
match. The temporary floor was removed
and about 10cms of the side panels cut
away to get back to clean metal and a new
floor and patches for the side panels were
welded into place. All the rest of the many
rust holes, damage, and dented panels
were attended to. This seemed to go on
for ages. The next stage was filling and
rubbing back trying to get the shape right.
As usual once one bit looked right it just
emphasised how bad some of the other bits
were. The final part was painting; a litre
of anti-rust primer and a combination of
spray cans and brushwork finally produced
a fair result. The body has been lined with
varnished plywood.

The mudguard, when blasted clean,
resembled a lace doyley. Several hours
of welding and filling finally produced
something that looked like a mudguard
again. The wheel rim was very rusty but
sound so it was blasted and painted. The
sidecar chassis was attached to the AJS,
and the body finally reunited with the
chassis after nearly 35 years.

A quick test ride proved I had far too
much lean out and there were a couple
of small problems with the bike. Once
these were fixed the outfit was inspected
and registered at the local testing station.
It felt strange, but great, to be back on
the road with a combination I last rode
nearly 35 years ago. It brought back so
many memories. Having ridden an outfit
with leading link forks, disc brakes and
a sidecar brake for the last 12 years, the
Steib and AJS feels very “old school” but
great fun. The local upholsterer did a
great job covering the seat frame, after
I rebuilt it and the ride in the sidecar is
very comfortable with two lots of suspen-
sion. The only jobs left to do are building
a windscreen and finding a proper Steib
sidecar light but these can be done in slow

time.

Mechaniqaj Restorations
and Vintage Spares (1980)

Stockists of
REPLACEMENT
AUTOMOTIVE
PARTS

Kingpin sets
Suspension parts
Spark plugs

Engine bearings
Master cylinders & kits
Rear axles

Clutch covers

Brake & clutch cables
Valves, springs, guides
Timing gears & chains

Engine gaskets

Steering joints

Electrical fittings

Shock absorbers
Shackles (pins & bushes)
Water pumps & Kkits
Carburettors

Pistons

Speedo cables

Lenses

1912-92
ENGLISH
AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL

Gearbox gears
Crownwheel & pinions
Wiper motors (vac)
Wheel cylinders & kits
Ring gears & pinions
Clutch plates

Fuel pumps & kits
Steering box parts
Ignition parts

Engine mounts

MECHANICAL RESTORATIONS & VINTAGE SPARES (1980)
RD 7 ¢ Fordell » Wanganui ¢ Phone/Fax 06 342 7713

WE CAN MAKE CUSTOM RINGS FOR MOST
CARS, TRUCKS & SMALL ENGINES

Late model 3 piece oil rings now available

UNDER THE
OWNERSHIP OF

FRANKLIN ENENEERING
SERVICGES [LT1D PuKEKOHE

NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST RANGE OF PISTON RINGS FOR VINTAGE CARS
JOHNSON'’S PISTON RINGS est 1920s

Ph: 09 238 4079 Fax: 09 238 4437 email: enquiries@feslitd.co.nz
129 Manukau Rd Pukekohe Auckland 2120
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Kevin Casey

The
Asking
Garage

Words and photos Kevin Casey

Maheno - a melodious Maori word
that rolls easily off the tongue. There
is a village by that name lying close
to the Kakanui River some ten or so
minutes south of Oamaru. Most of
Maheno is on high ground but the
lower part, once the commercial
heart, drops down to the river and
there, right beside the Island Stream
just before it joins the Kakanui, is an
ancient motor garage, weary with
time, closed up and still, defying
gravity and arthritic timbers. It had a
profound effect on my life and we'll
come back to it soon.

y mother (née Orr) was born and
raised in Maheno, meeting my
father when he was domiciled

there while building the lovely little St.
Andrew church. We holidayed there with
my grandparents for nigh on a month
each year until [ was 13 (1961). The place
means a lot to me and shaped my life in
various ways.

The blacksmith’s dark art is just one
fascination from that time. My paternal
grandfather was a blacksmith in Dunedin,
still making shoes when well into his
eighties. A great-uncle, Alex Lindsay, was
the Maheno blacksmith until just after
WWIIL  Blacksmiths
figures in days of yore. He was tall and

handsome, liked the ladies and they liked

were influential
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Arthur never let age stop him working. I imagine this is his way of saying, “I'm in good health!” (Photo:

King family).

him, which may be where his reputation as
a scrapper originated. Or it may be from
the rugby field where he was known to be
most uncompromising. The whole team
would converge on the Lindsay smithy
with a keg of beer for a riotous post-match
analysis, sausages cooking on the forge —
great times.

One of his apprentices was Jimmy
Marshall. He worked with Alex for 17
years before building a smithy right
opposite my grandparents’ house when
Alex retired. The smithy was a magnet for
city kids let loose in the country. Many
happy hours passed playing in the gigs,
shafts poked in the macrocarpa hedge to
keep them dry, or watching Jimmy create
and fit horseshoes. The smithy always
looked dark inside, having just two tiny
windows and light from the big doorway.
We could see Jimmy at the anvil, smooth
thythmic blows punctuated by anvil taps
that helped maintain that rhythm, the

Jimmy Marshall at 73 years - still enjoying
blacksmithing. He died one year later in 1974.

glowing coals suddenly flaring, sparks
flying and expiring, as Jimmy’s brawny
arm worked the bellows, cooking iron.
Occasionally he would beckon the
wide-eyed youngsters inside to “help”
him operate the bellows. A clear, bright
memory still, as is the picture of him
heading off into the hills to hunt pigs.
He would be gone for a week or two;
transport was a horse and gig, two dogs
running underneath tied to the axle while
his favourite, a foxie, rode up beside him.

Seeing a horse and gig on the road
in the mid-fifties was no longer common
but once almost everyone used them; my
grandparents did until 1934 when they
upgraded to a 1929 Chevrolet. That Chev
is the root cause of my lifelong interest in
Vintage cars. My parents did not own a
vehicle until I was about six or seven and
that was a Ford V8 milk truck, a mechan-
ical wreck that nearly broke the bank and
tried very hard to kill me and two siblings.
Dad would fit a bench seat behind the cab
under the open canopy and we would puke
on a diet of carbon monoxide all the way
from Dunedin to Maheno. How we wanted
to go back to using the train!

Every man remembers his first love and
his first car, although first ride might be
stretching it a bit. I can easily recall the
Chev in its dark garage, hear the cranking
engine, the hiss of the choked carburettor,
smell the rich exhaust, hear the crunch of
tyres on gravel as it reversed into sunlight,
the whine of the changing gears, mohair
scratching our bare little legs. It was only
yesterday. ..

[ hear you — get to the point! There are
hundreds of these small villages dotted
throughout the land. They all had a
school, a couple of shops and churches,
lodge, war memorial, village hall, maybe
a pub, a garage and often a blacksmith.



I have written of the blacksmiths as
they have such a strong connection to
mechanics, for obvious reasons, and
that old garage down by the river knew
them both. By the 1950s the Maheno
Motor Garage was already well worn. It
started life in the 1880s as an engineering
and blacksmithing shop owned by the
Nicholsons (also related) who employed
16 men at its peak. Heavy equipment
included a portable engine and steam
hammer. After a succession of owners
Wattie Watson turned it into a garage in
1927. Apparently he had little ability and
it was on-sold to the Cartwright brothers.

Arthur King moved from Dunedin in
1929, working in the area before taking
over the garage in 1934 with his wife
Phyllis, also from Dunedin. Theirs was a
hard life, a rundown business to revive,
debt, two depressions and then a world
war. They lived in three tiny rooms in one
corner of the building that had once been
office and storeroom, along with two sons,
Spencer (b 1934) and Doug (b 1936). They
did not live in a proper house (that was
moved on to their land from Kauru Hill)
until after the war, only to see it swamped
in a massive flood in 1946. The flooding
Kakanui River was, and sometimes still
is, a major problem for Maheno, and the
government. The main highway was
regularly impassable here, sometimes for
days on end, and this was not rectified
until the highway was elevated and a new
bridge built in 1954, effectively bypassing
the Maheno business area.

At least the road got washed in the
floods. Some handwritten notes by the
late Doug King indicate the locals knew
this part of the highway as “Cowshit
Alley”. Many families kept a house cow
(the Orrs had two, as did the Kings) on
the domain over the river and this part of
the road got manured twice a day. Cows
move at their own bucolic pace and when
they meandered over the one-lane bridge
with the tortuous approaches motorists
just had to wait. This is the main highway
70-80 years ago; the way we were.

The remarkable thing about this
garage is that it is still standing. When
you think about all of the forging and
welding carried out in there. Maheno lost
the District Store, Saville’s Store and St.
Barnabas church to fire and of course
there were no means of fighting it. Might
as well break out the marshmallows. ..

War arrived, hitting the Kings hard.
The combination of petrol rationing,
absent men and struggling businesses
meant Due to his
engineering skills Arthur was manpow-
ered by the Government to work at a lathe

few customers.

Arthur and Phyllis King stand behind the Jewett. Their living quarters were in the back right hand corner.

There is only one Big Tree pump as yet (mid 1930s).

making mortar shell casings. A proud man,
he always resented being unable to enlist.
By day he worked in the garage, slept when
he could and worked the night shift in
an Oamaru munitions factory making
“bombs”, as the boys called it; a punishing
life. Phyllis would don overalls and work
alongside Arthur repairing vehicles classed
as essential for the war effort. They owned
a Studebaker, using it for a school bus
service. In later years Doug used a Ford for
this purpose. The children simply called
him Doug. Two would be forever grateful
when he pulled them from a burning car,
suffering severely burnt hands as a result.
The Kings also owned a 1925 Jewett
tourer which they used on their honeymoon
and it stayed in the family until fairly
recently when Spencer passed away. In
1954 it was involved in an accident. The
Jewett has excellent four-wheel hydraulic
brakes and when it stopped in a hurry the

following (modern) car couldn’t, destroying
the trunk and denting the tub. Damage
was relatively minor but it was not regis-
tered again. I tried to buy this car a number
of times but no luck. It resides in Oamaru
now.

They had other cars of course. There
is a triangle of land between the bridge
and garage where vehicles got parked
up. An old blue Buick, once their school
bus, lived here for years — as a henhouse!
Another that stayed for a long time
was a “uted” Model T, owned by Jimmy
Marshall. Although a horseman through
and through he did occasionally resort to
the T. It broke down and was towed to the
“Bermuda Triangle” and there it stayed.
They were mates. Jimmy rated Arthur
as a “very able engineer and mechanic”.
Arthur rated Jimmy as a “terrible driver
and a menace on the road” so as a public
service he refused to fix it. Jimmy stuck

Our unrestored 1929 Nash reminiscing with the unrestored garage, closed for 52 years now. Photo taken
from the Bermuda Triangle.
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This ex-army vehicle has just come through the Island Stream ford for heavy vehicles. It's winter in
the late 1940s. Shell, Big Tree pumps and south end of the garage visible.

with the horses and eventually one
of the mechanics paid a fiver for the
flivver and it became a saw bench.
For many vyears after the garage
closed the King’s Ford V8 breakdown
and Bedford truck slumbered on the
triangle.

Doug King served his apprentice-
ship with Arthur, qualifying in 1959,
and he was sorely needed. In his
words: “My father was a strict disci-
plinarian and a good mechanic but
a hopeless businessman. He had not
sent out any accounts for some ten
years”. Fortunately Doug had done
bookkeeping at school but it took
a long time, working nights, to sort out
the mess. A lone surviving invoice for
£18/15/1 sent to a Mr Robinson in 1956
for amounts on tick covered nearly two
years. Analysis of this substantial invoice
shows a WOF cost 5/-, a gallon of brake
fluid £4, a gallon of oil 11/- and a gallon
of petrol 3/3. The cost relationship is
remarkably similar to today’s prices. The
financial health of the Maheno Garage, or
King’s Garage as it was called up to about
1954, took a dramatic upturn.

As the apprentice Doug got lumbered
with puncture duty, always done in the
morning at 5/6 a time. There could be
up to ten waiting for him and often an
impatient traveller as well. Wednesday
nights were set aside for repairs to
the district vans, two 1934
Internationals, one of which did 80 miles
on Friday alone. They could not be spared
during the days. One frequent job was to
repair the front mudguard brackets which
became stressed carrying bags of flour or
coal wedged between bonnet and guards.
The butcher’s van came in on Thursday
nights, while Saville’s Store was more
civilised, their Chevrolet van and later a
1947 V8 being available most afternoons.

It was not unusual to receive after-
hours callouts; flat batteries and broken
axles were common. At harvest time when

store’s
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The family photo shows Spencer (left) and Doug King, with
Doug’s wife Claire, standing behind Phyllis and Arthur.
(Photo: King family).

headers broke down (a frequent occur-
rence), it was drop tools and rush out to
the harvest field, working to all hours so
the header could operate all night only to
see it sitting idle the next day, everyone
too tired to work it!

The King’s Big Tree fuel pump was not
the only pump in Maheno as the District
Store had two Plume pumps. A second Big
Tree pump was installed in 1938, complete
with a “supercharged” sign mounted
above the globe — nothing new about oil
company spin. It was not elevated as the
first one was, some 700mm to assist gravity.
These were Vickers manual pumps, made
in England and “Armstrong-powered”. By
chance [ have one of these and I can
tell you it is 2.7m high and enormously
heavy. This was no multi-brand outlet. Big
Tree was owned by Shell and Arthur was
loyal to them. Shell supplied a new electric
pump after the war and [ can remember
the family vehicle refuelling here. I don’t
think the customer could use it as the trick
was to finish delivery right on the number
of gallons specified. A bell dinged (and
kids yelled “ding”) at 19/20ths of a gallon
to warn the operator.

Digressing a little... There was a time
when Jimmy Marshall used his Model T
to pick up my father and his old motorbike
which had finally expired at Herbert, a few
miles south of Maheno. This had been an

Arthur doing a quick inspection. This is post-war as the
Shell pump has taken over from the now derelict Big Tree
pump.

epic journey. It was 1940, St Andrew
church was completed and Bill Casey
was now working in Mataura, some
five hours away from Maheno on that
bike. As he was courting my mother
he would finish work at 5pm on Friday
then ride to Maheno for the weekend.
Only the inside of a cow is blacker
than a moonless winter night in the
country. On one such night, tired and
cold, lights inoperative, he tucked in
behind a car, desperately trying to
stay close and use its lights. The road
suddenly turned, the car with it, and
dad, instantly sightless, shot straight
ahead into the black void, through a
fence and out into the paddock. He was
quite knocked about but had to extract
the bike and ride for several more hours,
slowly, in pitch darkness. Such is the
power of love.

The Kings soldiered on in the old
garage after the new road and bridge
opened in 1954 but eventually it was move
or go under. They shifted into a new
service station on the highway in 1964.
Arthur still worked with them but Doug
and Spencer were the partners.

I said the old garage had a profound
effect on my life, and so it did. The hours
[ spent as a child hanging about watching
the mechanics, retrieving old spark plugs
and oil bottle tops, soaking up the oily
atmosphere allied with rides in the 29
Chev bore fruit some years later when I
became a mechanic, owned Vintage cars,
built a smithy and.. .still collect spark plugs!

Have you figured out the title yet? My
mother and her sisters went by the garage
every day to bring in the cows. The sign
on the roof reads ASKING (A S King) on
the top line so they dubbed it the “Askin
Garage”. Well, wouldn’t you? ﬁ

I would like to thank Garth King and
Doug Marshall for access to the personal
handwritten notes of Arthur King and Jimmy

Marshall.
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Canterbury members Carolyn and Barr)?E
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_Ford Model T for.a day out adventurlng wrth Canterbury Branch - _' i e

aturday dawned clear and sunny

with a white frost at Hurunui. A few

of us had stayed overnight to avoid
a pre dawn rise to make the start of the
run at 8.30am. Around 50 cars gathered,
fuelled up ready to go. The organiser of
this early autumn challenge across stations
between the Hurunui and Waiau Rivers
was Dave Inwood. He covered house-
keeping items at the briefing, especially
reminding us of the importance of leaving
gates as found and then we headed off.

Phil Jeeves in tire Hupmobile.
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The mainly Vintage cars, with a variety
of backup vehicles, crossed the Hurunui
River and headed inland to Grampians
Station. The vehicles formed a repeating
pattern convoy comprising of around six
Vintage vehicles followed by a backup. We
made our way above and around the Pahau
River and then on to the taranaki gates
marking the boundary between Grampians
and Lochiel Stations. Before we attempted
a boggy section followed by a very grassy
climb, everyone was asked to put on

. Barry Elcock in Model T speedster.
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chains, an effective plan as by all accounts
everyone made it to the top without a tow.

From here we descended into the
riverbed to cross the Pahau River, followed
by a climb to the top of a pass. Then
followed a long descent to the Glenallen
Stream, where two wheel braked vehicles
had the option of being lowered down by a
back up vehicle, the offer was accepted by
two drivers.

We were then out on the main road
again, to pass the Hanmer turn off and
headed towards Lewis Pass before entering

Alan Hill in his Model A with Chris Dyer.




Some had several attempts to drml hills, pictured is the climb out of Pahau Rive. Uraeme
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Shaskey’s Essex and another back up to allow the 1928 Morris Cowley of Paul Collison to reverse

for another charge at hill before waiting for a tow.

Lochiel Station for lunch. Dave had an
alternative for our return, in case rain
made our intended route impassable,
however we didn’t need this as the day
continued in bright sunlight.

When we reached the Pahau Pass,
vehicles that had been struggling on hills
were towed up first, then the rest of us
followed. Dave had done a good job with
organising the backup vehicles. Little did
we know we were going to be the first
to trial the new towing bar made by Baz
Colley, a Canterbury member.

Tim Palmer in his Fiat.

We continued across large flat areas
back towards Grampians Station and
somewhere around here we lost a bolt
from the sump of our Model T. When
passing through
the backup crew and stopping to chat,
Brendan Wilshire and Barry Taylor caught
up with us and told us about the oil marks
they had noticed on the downhill sections.
We still had 10lbs oil pressure so hopefully
Dave produced the
metal towing bar in sections which, once
assembled and bolted to the Model T axle,

no damage done.

Model T

gates manned by one of

Joseph and Andnw McClintock in 1914 Mode

we were under way again. Dave’s son David
gently towed us through the remaining
section, at times the tow ball end digging
into the rim of washouts then the T’s end
as he navigated us out of the last of the
rough track. Finally back to the Hurunui
Hotel to wash down the dust.

Thanks to Dave and all his team for a
great run exploring Canterbury’s back
country in superb conditions. m

PS: Bolt and oil were replaced the next day
with no apparent damage to the Model T.

lost a bolt in sump, lost oil pressure and ended
up under tow.
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Taranaki: Crossing the ford on the way to the old homestead in eastern Taranaki.

Bridge to Somewhere tour
Taranaki Branch
Words and photos Colin Johnston

A wonderful roading network is found
in the eastern Taranaki countryside. There
are stunning up hill and down dale twists,
tarsealed roads with steep saddles to climb,
old road tunnels that have been hand
carved out of the papa hills and, if you
know where to go, gravel that is dusty and
dry when the summer weather sun bakes
the stony surface.

Around 70 people enjoyed the long
awaited Bridge To Somewhere tour that
was organised by John Muter and Bruce
Marshall. Thirty-five vehicles included
the tour-hardy with hoods down and
some with the all the comforts of closed
cars. This all-day tour took us over the
Strathmore Saddle and through a very
long road tunnel, an exciting experience
as you could just about touch the walls on
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Taranaki: The “Bridge to Somewhere “ built in 1937 at
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Aotuhia in eastern Taranaki off the Forgotten Highway.

each side while driving through. Lights on
with the odd toot on the horn echoing
all around made for an eerie feeling,
especially for those motoring with their
tops down. The morning section finished
at the Makahu Hall, interrupted by a mob
of sheep being driven down the middle of
the road. We carried on to our destina-
tion of the bridge, stopping to view and
get first hand knowledge of a unique hand
cut river tunnel from member Mervyn
Adams. Many members climbed down to
have a look at the river rushing through
the tunnel under the road. It was then
on along this twisty, dusty metal winding
road for about an hour’s drive to get to the
Bridge to Somewhere.

Unlike the famous isolated Bridge
to Nowhere which you get to via the
Whanganui River or by foot overland,
you can drive to this classic depression-
era sister bridge and it is truly well worth
a visit. The road starts 35km north of
Stratford, past the Strathmore Saddle and
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it twists and turns over a rough metalled
surface. Getting there is half the adventure
with the magnificent scenery that you see
all along this highway.

The Bridge to Somewhere is a
substantial concrete structure built over
the Whangamomona River in 1937 at
Aotuhia, where pioneer settlers had eked
out an existence since 1896. They were
joined by returned servicemen from WWI
who were balloted onto the land. The land
fought back with floods, slips and blocked
access and the depression finally forced
them to abandon their dreams.

The organisers had arranged for us to
visit one of the old abandoned homesteads
on private land and we were able to access
this over a river ford with most of the cars
getting through. An enjoyable drive with
fantastic photo opportunities. This tour
along these eastern country roads is one of
the most interesting and enjoyable I have
been on recently.

a

v A ML e e % 5 =l Sl i £ e i L s e . S, L, o
Taranaki: Down in the valley before crossing the river Taranaki: In front of the old abandoned homestead past the Bridge to Somewhere in eastern Taranaki.

on the way to the old homestead.
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Sth Otago: Dave Hastings 1923 Harley-Davidson.

Balclutha Motorcycle Rall
South Otago Branch
Words and photos Stuart Francis

Saturday 12 March dawned with a
slight frost (autumn had crept up on us)
as 35 machines gathered at the South
Otago Branch clubhouse for the Balclutha
Motorcycle Rally. The rally is a hidden
gem, the quiet undulating back country
roads (with stunning views) around
Balclutha are ideally suited to older
machines. The branch is well organised,
friendly, generous with their tea and cake.

Balclutha, being part way between
Dunedin and Invercargill, always receives
a number of entries from both cities.
Despite there being no Veterans, all the
other classes were well represented, with
eight Vintage, 12 Post War, 12 Post 60 and
three Post 80 machines. The diversity in
each class was impressive, with everything
from a 1925 Royal Enfield, through a 1954
Nimbus and a 1963 Ariel Arrow to a 1982
RD250 Yamaha. The oldest machine was

Sth Otago: Robert Hutton, 1924
Harley-Davidson.

Sth Otago: Graeme Williams on his 1925 Henderson Deluxe enjoying the run.

Dave Hastings’ 1923 Harley-Davidson and
the youngest was Ray McCulloch’s 1984
Yamaha X]J900.

Riders left the clubrooms only to be
stopped by a large queue on the hill out
of Balclutha which was being resurfaced.
The unexpected delay and hill starts
in the queue (particularly for the older
machines) added to the challenge of the
timed section. The route then turned off
east towards the sea, to Stirling through
Kaitangata before looping back towards
SH 1 where the 25km timed section ended.
The route continued onto Clarkville
Junction before turning left to Lawrence
(an old gold mining town) for the lunch
stop. The afternoon run on the twisting
road over the hills to Tuapeka Mouth then
back to Balclutha was superb, generating
many cheesy grins.

There was only one real casualty, Roger
Smaill’s 1976 Honda CB750/4 that had a
rear tyre puncture, however Colin Fleet on

his 1972 Honda 360 did discover that only

Sth Otago: John Sim, 1963 Ariel Arrow.

turning the petrol tap half way to reserve
doesn’t do much!

It was back to the clubrooms for
afternoon tea and prize giving. The overall
winner was Bruce Watt from North Otago
on his 1954 Matchless. Second overall was
Graeme Williams of Southland on his
1925 Henderson Deluxe (he also picked up
two other awards). The riders’ choice was
Bill Veitch’s superb 1938 Sunbeam which
was once owned by the famous pre-war
racer Stanley Woods.

Sth Otago: Roger Smaill, 1976 Honda CB750,

before the puncture.
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rally snippets

Far North: Likely trio; ‘56 Chev, ‘34 Vauxhall, ‘65 VW picl-mp‘

Brian Parker Memorial

Rall
Far North Branch

Words and photos Dave Duirs

Brian Parker, a foundation member of
the Far North Branch, passed away at very
young age and this year we ran the 40th
Brian Parker Memorial Rally. It is open to
all clubs and has a competitive but relaxed
spirit. Five participants from the first run
were with us. Fifteen vehicles started from
Cable Bay beach with a few questions re
interpreting tyre specs from markings.
After following the coast through Coopers
Beach and Mangonui we took to the
rough, dusty gravel up Kohumaru Road
and into Kenana Road which was rougher
as it twisted and climbed. High up, our
views were across Whangaroa harbour as
we bounced into thick bush and narrow
gravel out Peria way, once the domain of
pioneer farmers, then alternative lifestylers
and now small farmers and potters. A brief
run on bitumen took us through the Peria
settlement and back on to gravel and a one
way road with grass down the middle to
our picnic spot by a river in the shadow of
Maungataniwha and heavy bush. Parked
corral style, we refueled the inner man
and reflected on the wild country we had
traversed, after which our hosts, Paradise
Design showed us their unique sculpting
business.

Backtracking through the bush and
more gravel on Back River Road brought
us to Paewhenua Island and Butterfish

Far North: Original entrants 1976; W Matthews,
P and ] Crisp, L and S Wrack.
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Bay vineyards where the view across
the Mangonui harbour was stunning as
we learned about and sampled the local
drop. Our rally notes asked us to work out
tyre age from markings embossed on the
sidewalls ... an interesting exercise since
tyres don’t just wear out; they age and
deteriorate even when carefully stored.

All vehicles were still pumping as we
followed the coast to the clubrooms for
dinner. The Hard Luck Trophy was earned
at the start with spark plug issues and the
Turkey went to a navigator who thought
navigating an electric wheel barrow was
cool. Placings were close and the eventual
winners were Rex Graeme and his crew of
Sandra Trafford and Peter Slawson.

Diamond Jubilee
Annual Rally 2016
Canterbury Branch

Words Tony Becker

Following the superb first Diamond
Jubilee event back in January, Canterbury
Branch’s next celebration embraced the
60th Anniversary of the Branch’s Annual
Rally, revised to Easter from the usual
February. This worked well for visitor
travel and more comfortably fitted our
annual plan. The 110 vehicle entry list
saw organiser Tony Craythorne finally flag
away 108 pristine vehicles from Spencer
Park on his three accurately planned
rally routes. Several of the beautifully
prepared vehicles were loaded ‘fore and
aft’ with members’ families or friends. The

Far North: Paewhenua Island.

Canterbury: Annual Rally cars at Loburn Domain.

traditional time trial began at the start,
after rally-pack distribution and a chat
over a delightful morning cuppa and cream
scones. Touring centred on the quieter
roads of North Canterbury’s pictureque
countryside on a perfectly sunny Easter
Saturday. The rally itself was interesting
and enjoyable all the way to the picnic
destination at Loburn Domain. Simple
observation and general knowledge
tests along the way kept navigators and
crews focussed on their knowledge and
observation skills. Participants finally
motored to Cutler Park base where many
hands had prepared and delivered a lavish
Devonshire tea-party, complete with cream
scones. A fitting climax to a superb day of
motoring with friends.

Saturday night entertainment was a
‘50s themed old-time dance at Cutler Park.
Older garb added to the 1956 atmosphere
and music came courtesy of the familiar
sounds of Henare.

More sunshine blessed Sunday’s People’s
Day at Cutler Park where the public were
invited to view the fun and novelty of
VCC field tests free of charge. Families and
visitors took advantage of a rare opportu-
nity to picnic at Cutler Park while a steady
stream of rally entrants ‘suffered’ the whims
of devious planners who put rally crews
through novel tests. It being Easter, these
included spotting several life-like cutout
bunnies scattered around our recently
upturned earth, chasing a fast escaping
“bunny” on a wire, plus the hilarity of
pegging out well soaked washing, raising
a flagpole by reversing with a rope tied to




Canterbury:lan and Marilyn McKinlay departing
Loburn in their 1928 Austin 16/6.

the car. Navigators did not escape a few
imaginative skill tests either.

Anniversary Rally organisers Leigh and
Tony Craythorne presented rally plaques,
trophies and certificates to weekend
winners. Happily, some prizes were shared
with visitors from the seven New Zealand
branches who made the effort to support
the Annual Rally which was the successful
second Diamond Jubilee celebration.

Scenicland Ralli

Words Robin Ross
19 March 2016

Traditionally our rally is held on the
third Saturday of March and this year was
no exception. Lessons learned over many
years have taught us that we have a reason-
able chance of brilliant weather at this
time of year. There have been exceptions
but this was not to be the case this year, as
the predicted rain amounted 