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This photo has come from Russell Barnard who is looking for information on the motorcycle. The back of the photo has the following information:
Colonel Hypo on HMS Lockingwire, alias Harry Yeadon, commercial photographer at Cobden and later the first aerial photographer at Wigram.

Contact National Office for

all queries regarding VICs,
logbooks, historic race
licences, lighting endorsement,
registration of vehicles,
address changes, subscriptions,
membership cards, speed
events.

VCCNZ BRANCHES

A full list of branch addresses and contact
details can also be found on the VCCNZ
website at WwWw.vcc.org.nz

ASHBURTON
PO Box 382, Ashburton 7740
ashburton@vcc.org.nz

AUCKLAND
PO Box 12-138, Penrose, Auckland 1642
auckland@vcc.org.nz

BANKS PENINSULA

27 Showgate Ave, Riccarton Park,
Christchurch 8042
bankspeninsula@vcc.org.nz

BAY OF PLENTY
PO Box 660, Tauranga 3140
bayofplenty@vcc.org.nz

CANTERBURY

PO Box 11-082, Sockburn
Christchurch 8443
canterbury@vcc.org.nz
CENTRAL OTAGO

C/- 4B Roto Place, Wanaka 9305
centralotago@vcc.org.nz
CENTRAL HAWKE'S BAY

C/- 3 Fergusson Avenue Waipukurau 4200,
centralhawkesbay@vcc.org.nz
EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY

PO Box 2168, Kopeopeo
Whakatane 3159
easternbayofplenty@vcc.org.nz
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Please note this information changes annually - these details are valid until October 2018

FAR NORTH

C/- 2534 Kaitaia-Awaroa Road, RD 1,
Kaitaia 0481,

farnorth@vcc.org.nz

GISBORNE
PO Box 307, Gisborne 4040
gisborne@vcc.org.nz

GORE
PO Box 329, Gore 9740
gore@vcc.org.nz

HAWKE'S BAY
PO Box 3406, Napier 4142
hawkesbay@vcc.org.nz

HOROWHENUA
PO Box 458, Levin 5540
horowhenua@vcc.org.nz

KING COUNTRY

C/- 34 House Ave,
Taumarunui 3920
kingcountry@vcc.org.nz

MANAWATU

PO Box 385

Palmerston North 4440
manawatu@vcc.org.nz
MARLBOROUGH

PO Box 422, Blenheim 7240
marlborough@vcc.org.nz
NELSON

PO Box 3531, Richmond 7050
nelson@vcc.org.nz

NORTHLAND
PO Box 17, Whangarei 0140
northland@vcc.org.nz

NORTH OTAGO
PO Box 360, Oamaru 9444
northotago@vcc.org.nz

NORTH SHORE

C/- 7 Godwit Place, Lynfield
Auckland 1042
northshore@vcc.org.nz

OTAGO
PO Box 5352, Dunedin 9058
otago@vcc.org.nz

ROTORUA
PO Box 2014, Rotorua 3040
rotorua@vcc.org.nz

SOUTH CANTERBURY
PO Box 623, Timaru 7910
southcanterbury@vcc.org.nz

SOUTHLAND
PO Box 1240, Invercargill 9840
southand@vcc.org.nz

SOUTH OTAGO

C/-1931 Breakneck Rd, RD 4,
Balclutha 9274
southotago@vcc.org.nz
SOUTH WAIKATO

PO Box 403 Tokoroa 3420
southwaikato@vcc.org.nz

Ed Boyd

063484547 mgmt3@vcc.org.nz
Tony Bartlett

06 867 9850 mgmtl@vcc.org.nz
David Yorke

063588060 mgmt2@vcc.org.nz

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING
comms@vcc.org.nz

ARCHIVIST

Don Muller

033856850  archivist@vcc.org.nz
TARANAKI

C/- 297 Huatoki St,

New Plﬁ/mouth 4310
taranaki@vcc.org.nz

TAUPO

PO Box 907, Taupo 3351
taupo@vcc.org.nz

WAIKATO
PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240
waikato@vcc.org.nz

WAIMATE
4 Harris St, Waimate 7924
waimate@vcc.org.nz

WAIRARAPA
PO Box 7, Masterton 5810
wairarapa@vcc.org.nz

WAITEMATA

C/- Embroidme, 23E William Pickering
Drive, Rosedale, Auckland 0632
waitemata@vcc.org.nz

WANGANUI

PO Box 726, Wanganui 4540
wanganui@vcc.org.nz

WELLINGTON

PO Box 38-418, Petone, Wellington 5045
wellington@vcc.org.nz
WELLSFORD/WARKWORTH

PO Box 547, Warkworth 0941
wellsfordwarkworth@vcc.org.nz

WEST COAST
C/-17 Loris Place, Greymouth 7805
westcoast@vcc.org.nz
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

WOW! | am delighted to
announce that this year we raised
over $60,000 for our second
annual National Day, the Daffodil
Rally for Cancer. Last year we
raised $40,000 for the Cancer
Society, this year we increased
that by over 50%.

Twenty-six branches were
involved with over 3000 vehicles
either on the road or on display
on the day. | would like to
congratulate and thank those
branches involved for their
enthusiasm and effort which has
not only benefited the Cancer
Society, but also our Club with the
public profile it creates and the
new members that we gain.

Our National Day has become a
special event for the Club, and

it can only get bigger and better
from here. Pop the date for next
year's Daffodil Rally for Cancer
in your diary now ... Sunday 25
August 2019.

The Club’s AGM and Executive
Meeting was held in Napier at
the beginning of August. By
now, | am sure that all delegates
will have reported back to their
Branches. Thanks to the Hawke's
Bay Branch for organising the
weekend. The amount of work
put in by their organising team is
very much appreciated.

I always like to take the
opportunity to ask Andrew
Anderson, our Club Founder
and Life Member to address

the Annual General Meeting.
Andrew is a very powerful orator

AS WE SEE IT

| was having a yarn with Club
founder and Life Member
Andrew Anderson, at the recent
Vintage Car Club AGM in Napier.
Andrew is always an interesting
bloke to talk to, he had brought
a book with him thinking that |
might be interested in reading
it. The book is a compilation of
the SportsCar magazine from
number one in December 1948
to issue number 15 in May 1950.
The magazine described itself as
“The Monthly Magazine of the
Association of New Zealand Car
Clubs”.

| found the very first words of
the firstissue interesting.
Editor J R Cowan said:

“Today, when the motor has
become the adjunct and necessity

4 Beaded Wheels

and we can always count on

him to inspire us. This year he
highlighted that the Club is made
up of two major components.
The first component keeps our
Club vehicles on the road, and
the second is the participation
and enjoyment of members. He
spoke of the need for branches
to inspire and motivate their
members, reintroducing the fun
side of events. He used as an
example the annual Irishman
Rally which started with six
entries and now achieves over
160. Itis held in the coldest time
of the year and is a challenge for
all those who enter, but above all
.. itis fun!

The result of the voting on the
two Notices of Motion in relation
to the Post 1980 category was
announced at the AGM. The Rod
Brayshaw/Tony Bartlett motion
was successful with an 88%
majority.

Also at the AGM, Rod Brayshaw
announced that Dave Allbon,
Chair of the Vehicle Technical
Committee has stood down after
17 years service. On behalf of

us all, our very grateful thanks

to Dave for his long-standing
contribution. These positions
take a great deal of commitment
from members and the demands
do impact on their working

and family lives. It would be an
interesting exercise to work out
across the country how many
hours per year our volunteers put
into the Club.

One of the items discussed

at the Executive Meeting was

a recommendation by the
Management Committee to
increase the annual subscription.
The main reason for this is that
the work-load of our national
office has increased substantially
and an additional part-time staff
member is needed to cover the
extra work and also provide cover
for the office in case of holidays
and sickness. Some Branches
were of the opinion that the
subscription level should stay the
same and Club reserves should
be used to meet any short-fall. |
am of the view that while the Club
does hold substantial reserves,
itis not good business practice

to use the reserves for the
day-to-day running costs of the
organisation. Also, a substantial
component of the reserve came
from the large insurance payment
for the earthquake damaged
National Office and while the pay-
out will go some-way towards the
repairing or replacement of the
building (which the Club will be
faced with in the near future), in
all likelihood some of the balance
of the reserve will need to be
used as well.

Another suggestion from the
meeting was that we should use
the profit-share from Vero and
interest on investments to fund
the additional staff-member.
However, we cannot always count
on the share of profits from Vero
Insurance, as experienced after
the 2011 Canterbury Earthquakes

and while we also receive interest
every year on the funds invested,
it can only be received if there are
funds to invest.

The Executive made the

decision to increase the annual
subscription by $5 to $55 net and
the joint portion by $1 to $10 net.
Branch levies are additional.

As advised in my last column,
David Yorke made the decision
not to stand this year. David
brought a very valuable set

of skills to the Management
Committee and we are sorry to
lose him. We need somebody

to take on the challenge and are
looking to co-opt someone with
the necessary skills to fill the
vacant role. If you are interested,
contact any of the Management
Committee to discuss. The rest
of the current members of

the Committee were returned
unopposed. | am not sure
whether that is because we are all
doing a good job or that no-one
wants the job!

Finally, a quote from our National
Archivist Don Muller at his

recent 50 year award function -
“Without great members in our
Club, there wouldn't be a great
Club to belong to".

Diane Quarrie
VCCNZ
National
President

of everyday life, it still retains as an
innate quality the power to inspire
both as an example of mechanical
genius or as a work of art.

The response to this appeal is the
common ground of all motorists,
whether wholly dependent on the
motor industry for livelihood, or
leisure motorist, or a member of
that rather special brotherhood
of competition enthusiasts whose
activities are given prominence
here.

SportsCar may be termed the
field magazine of New Zealand'’s
motoring and the voice of that
enthusiasm which will always be
evoked by the automobile.”

| think that motor vehicle
enthusiasts everywhere can
relate to Cowan'’s words still,

even in these modern, fast
changing times. | am, however,
not so sure that there will always
be as many motoring enthusiasts
in the future. If it does come

to pass that we all end up with
electric vehicles (those trucks,
coaches, ships and planes will
sure need some big batteries),
complete with the ability to
charge them up, and that is not
a given, then | believe we will

by then have lost something of
the enthusiasm of those early
pioneers, that enthusiasm that
we see today still.

The modern car with all its
electronic systems is no more
than an appliance and is
generally treated that way by
the great unwashed. They don't

need to know, or indeed, even
want to know how it works.
That it does work (mostly) is
sufficient for them. When the
nation’s vehicle fleet is all, or
predominantly, electric this
attitude will become even more
entrenched and we enthusiasts
may be rather more thin on

the ground. May we keep our
internal combustion engines
alive for as long as we can.

Kevin Clarkson
Chairman,
Beaded Wheels
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OCTOBER DECEMBER

5-7 Marlborough Biennial Rally with Nelson 3 Otago Taieri Tour
6 Manawatu  Swap Meet 3 Southland ~ Commercial Rally 1 North Otago  Windsor Rally
6 Waikato 60th Birthday Celebration 3 Wellington  Annual Rally 2 Auckland Gymnic
6-7 Otago Dunvegan Motorcycle Rally 4 BayofPlenty Swap Meet 4 Bay of Plenty Childrens’ Christmas Party
4 8

Sth Otago Tuapeka Vintage Club Ashburton  Vintage & Veteran Only Posh

6 Southland Vintage/PV Rally int: \
Heritage Day Picnic/Christmas Tea

7 Auckland Motorcycle Wet Leg Run

1213 King Country Journey Through Time Rally 6 BayofPlenty Melbourne Cup Day 8 FarNorth  Christmas Rally
1214 Canterbury  Swap Meet 10 Canterbury  Vintage Annual Rally 8/9 C.Hawke's Bay Christmas Party
13 Southland  Vintage/PV Rally 10 Sth Otago Clutha Rally 9 Canterbury  Children’s Christmas Picnic
13-14 Wairarapa 50th Anniversary Weekend 1011 Southland Arrowtown Motorcycle Rally 9 Gore Chr?stmas Run
14 Auckland Motorcycle Mug Run 11 Banks Peninsula Hawkswood Sprint 9 Otago Christmas BBQ
14 Banks Peninsula Peninsula Run 11 Waikato Veteran Rally 12 Central Otago Christmas Barbeque
14 Central Otago Sunday Run Wanaka area 11 Wairarapa  Stretched Gymkhana 14-19 Ashburton  Pre-Christmas Tour
14 Hawke'sBay ClubRun 12-15 Nelson Prince Henry Tour 16 Central Otago Sunday Run Omakau
14 Waikato Motorcycle Country Run 16 Central Otago Overnight Run 16 Nelson Christmas Picnic Run &BBQ
14 Wairarapa  Rally 16-18 Auckland Motorcycle Rally & Swap 16 WestCoast  Club Christmas Lunch
16 West Coast ~ Morning Tea Shantytown Meet 18 West Coast ~ Morning Tea Shantytown
17 Auckland Mid Week Tourers 16-18 Banks Peninsula Monte Carlo Rallye 26 Canterbury  Boxing Day Run
17 Waikato Wednesday Wander 16-18 Canterbury  Show Weekend Tour 30 Manawatu  SundayRun
B g i 16-18 Nelson National Veteran Rally
l?)i? ;ISZ\IKI::;dBay aauf:l?a 100 Rally 17 C.Hawke's BayVeteran Run JANUARY '
21 EBay of Plenty Club Run 17 Far North Classic Car Show 1 Ashburton  New Year's Day R'U”'
21 Nelson Club Run 17 North Otago Swap Meet 1 Manawatu New Year's Day Picnic
21 NorthShore Club Run 18 BayofPlenty InterClub Run (BOP, Taupo, ~ 18-21 Wellington  Club Captain’s Safari
21 Taranaki General Motors Family Run Rotorua, EBOP) 19-20 Gore Overnighter
25 Otago Midweek Run 18 C.Hawke's Bay Homestead Run 26 Ashburton  Annual Rally
27 Far North Vintage & Classic Mix & 18 Central Otago Sunday Run Queenstown 29 Gore Tuesday Ramble
Mingle 18 Gore Josephville Hill Climb
27 Manawatu  Saturday Run 18 Horowhenua Tararua Trundle Rally
27-28 Canterbury  Girder Fork Motorcycle Rally 18 North Shore  Club Run
27-28 Taupo Club Captain Run 18 Otago Commercial/Veteran Rally VINTAGE CAR CLUB NATIONAL EVENTS
Overnighter 18 Taranaki Potters Paddock Gymkhana 16 - 18 November 2018
28 Banks Peninsula Old Timers Ruapuna 18 Taupo Club Run National Veteran Rally, Nelson, Following on
28 Bayof Plenty Best Lady Navigators Run 18 Waikato Swap Meet from Prince Henry Tour, post rally tour to
28 Canterbury  Veteran Annual Rally 19 Banks Peninsula Hawkswood Sprint Golden Bay. Hosted by Nelson Branch
28 Gisborne Navigator’s Run 20 WestCoast  Morning Tea Shantytown 15-17 February 2019
28 Gore P60 Run 21 Auckland Mid Week Tourers 26th National Motorcycle Rally
28 Taranaki Fringe Garden Festival Run 21 Manawatu  Christmas Function Hosted by Marlborough Branch
30 Gore Tuesday Ramble 24 Ashburton  Commercial Run
30-4 Nelson Wellington Tour 24 Far North Dunny Run
(30 Oct-4 Nov) 24 Sth Otago South Otago A & P Show Day = This list of events is compiled from the VCCNZ
24-25 Wairarapa Gold Medal Motorcycle Rally ~ National Calendar of Events, and branch events
NOVEMBER 25 Banks Peninsula Race Meeting Ruapuna aslisted in each branch newsletter. Any deletions,
1-5 Wairarapa Peter Chisholm Memorial 25 Canterbury  Homestead Run additions, alterations need to be notified to
Economy Run 25 Manawatu Sunday Run fgj}de;:l r|/]Vheels by th'e Branch Segretary pefqre
2.4 Gisborne EBOP Biennial Visit 25 West Coast  Club Run . of the month prior to magazine publication.
2-4 E Bay Of Plenty Gisborne Biennial Visit 27 Gore Tuesday Ramble V‘lllhlliB:aded Wheelsf n|11ak:s every;tzt;mdp.t to
3 Canterbury - Motorcyde AmnualRally 29 otago  MidweekRun this column we advise readers o conirmal

3 Northland Far North Tour dates with the individual branch concerned.
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NATIONAL OFFICE

Contact National Office for all queries regarding VICs, logbooks, historic
race licences, lighting endorsement, registration of vehicles, address
changes, subscriptions, membership cards, speed events.

VCC VERO Insurance Scheme

Please note: Financial membership of the Vintage Car Club of
NZ (Inc.) is a requirement to be insured under the VCC/Vero

Insurance Scheme. Vero insurance premiums for non-members

National Annual General
Meeting/ Branch Office
details and calendar of
events

Members will find enclosed a
copy of the AGM minutes, branch
office details and calendar of
events. During the AGM weekend
the executive meeting was held.
A copy of these minutes is held
by your branch secretary and
your branch delegate will have
also reported to the members.

10 Yearly renewal of Vehicle
ID Cards

National Office will send out a
renewal advice three months
prior to expiry. When you receive
the renewal advice please check
the details are correct and if the
vehicle's appearance has not
changed from the original Vehicle
Identity Card, forward your
expired Vehicle Identity Card and

the signed renewal notice to your
branch for completion. Please
remember, these must go to
your branch for signing off.

If you do not enclose the expired
Vehicle Identity Card, or if

the vehicle's appearance has
changed, you must send two
identical photos of the vehicle as
it now looks.

Please return your renewal
advice as early as possible. The
earlier you send itin, the sooner
you will receive the updated one.

Historic Racing Licence

Itis compulsory for any member
entering a VCC Speed Event

to hold a current VCC Historic
Racing Licence and VCC Log Book
for the vehicle they are using.

If you currently hold a VCC
Historic Racing Licence, please
keep an eye on the expiry
date and if it needs renewing

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR VCCNZ MEMBERS

At the March 2018 Executive Meeting, the President highlighted
that the Club Constitution stipulates that the Executive approve
new members and the cessation of membership. It refers to
membership being cancelled by the Executive if it is one month
in arrears. As the Executive only meet in March and August, the
reports can only be approved at those times.

The Constitution must apply. Members are invoiced in early
September for payment by 31 October. If they have not paid

by the March Executive Meeting where the approval of the
Membership Status report is undertaken, then anyone who
wishes to be reinstated after this time will be required to re-join
and would lose any continuous service. This still allows late
payments up until the March Meeting, which is six months
after the initial invoice is distributed, and four months after the

payment due date.

ANTAGS

S
Z0LUBS.

Vintage Car Club of NZ (Inc.)
National Office,

PO Box 2546, Christchurch 8140
Telephone 03 366 4461

Fax 03 366 0273

email admin@vcc.org.nz
WWW.VCC.0rg.nz

Office Hours Mon - Thur 9-5pm

Julie Cairns-Gee
National Office
Manager
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are considerably higher.

please complete the Historic
Race Licence RENEWAL FORM
and forward it, along with the
payment and a new one will be
issued.

All application forms for the
above are obtainable from your
branch, the VCC website or the
National Office.

VCC Membership
subscription

At the beginning of September
Vintage Car Club members will
have received an annual account
for membership for the period

1 November 2018 to 31 October
2019. To receive the discount,
payment must be received at the
National Office by 20 October
2018. When paying direct

into the Club’s bank account,
please make sure you put your
membership number as the
reference.

Beade

Beaded Wheels is the voice
of The Vintage Car Club

of New Zealand (Inc.) and
its 36 branches covering
the length and breadth of
the country. The efforts of
our members continue to
foster and ever widen the
interest in this segment

of our country'’s history.
Itis to these people, who
appreciate the fascination
of age, the individuality and
the functional elegance

of vehicles from a bygone
era, that this magazine is
dedicated

Beaded Wheels - Our long
established title may have
readers wondering about its
origin. By way of explanation

vero

Membership cards will be sentin
early November. One reminder
notice will be sent out to those
who have not paid or advised

of their wish to cancel their
membership.

Change of Address

Please advise the National Office
if you have changed address,
phone number, email address or
vehicle ownership.

Branch Transfer

To transfer between branches
complete a transfer form. This
can be obtained through your
branch secretary.

= )

beaded edge wheels use
beaded edge tyres that are
kept in place by reinforced
rubber beads, which fit into
the rolled edges of the wheel
rim. This style of wheel was
a distinctive feature of early
motoring being used on early
bicycles, many pre-1924 cars
and most motorcycles until
1927.

In March 1955 The Vintage
Car Club of New Zealand
adopted the title Beaded
Wheels for their club
magazine which was the
successor to the monthly
Guff Sheet.



MAILBAG

The editorial committee reserve the right to publish, edit or refuse publication of any item submitted
as comment. The views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily express
the policy or views of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc.) or the publishers. Letters may be

edited for length and clarity.

National Service Memories

The letter from JC Boyle in
Germany with his M20 BSA

and his national service with
the RASC stirred my memories
of national service days. | too
served from 1951 to 1953, most
of the time at Fassberg North
Germany with the RAF Regiment
on an anti aircraft squadron.
Unlike the army we at least had
modern motorbikes, Triumph
TRW 500cc side valve twins. Our
lot were reputed to be the first
batch from the factory to go
into service. On the road doing
convoy duties they would do
about 70mph with a favourable
wind but due to their Trophy
ancestry they were very good
off-roaders.

I managed to wangle my way
into a Don R (despatch rider)
job and did two North German
winters and | assure you it gets
bloody cold there, with snow
and ice. But with a bike to ride,
and as the King was paying for
the petrol, it was a better way to
spend time than on gun drill.

The two pictures show me
in full kit complete with .38

revolver, which they let me fire
sometimes, and the TRW. The
other one is at the head of a
convoy consisting of the leading
Land Rover and a dozen 3 ton
Thornycrofts each towing a
mobile Bofors and gun crew.
That's me on the left, Cpl
McRobb, and Ray Wayman.

| suppose there must be a few
TRW Triumphs in New Zealand.
I'd like to at least sit on one for
old times sake.

Derek Upton

PS: The side valve 500cc was
a military spec Norton and
Douglas also made a 500cc sv
but Triumph got the contract.

...Slow Down Major

Congratulations on a fine issue
353 of our Beaded Wheels. The
cover shot was just wonderful
and lifted my flagging spirits.

| attended over 35 Irishman
rallies over the years and they
were my annual injection of
motoring bliss. These days
most of my adrenalin rush
comes from participating in the
quadrangle of winter sporting
trials held in the top half of

the mainland. You, the reader,
should really have a thought
about these events, so much fun
and laughter, but at the same
time very, very serious. But you
will have to compete against a
growing number of youngsters
who seem to be attracted to the

rough and tumble (and water)
of this game. A suitably qualified
pre 1960 vehicle comes quite
cheaply. Such fun.

Now my real reason for writing
is the Soap Box article in Beaded
Wheels 352. Initially after the
steam stopped coming out

of me | thought “slow down
Major”, just lay low for an issue
and see what sort of response
Peter Cooper’s article receives
from the alert membership.
Apart from Rod Brayshaw's
interesting article pointing

out the Australians’ reaction

to asbestos in vehicles, there
was not a dickie bird, nothing,
zilch. I couldn’t believe it. Poor
Cooper must have been quite
disappointed.

Who in their right mind in the
VCCNZ would want our club
manacled like our Ozzie mates.
All that rot about having a log
book to fill in every time you
start your engine, limited to

1948 Standard Vanguard

where and how you go, etc.

I've had conversations with
Ozzies over the their controls
and they are not that happy
about their draconian situation.
They have no national co-
ordination it seems. Each group,
veteran, vintage, sports cars

all do their own thing and lack
the combined organisation to
tackle the authorities on their
motoring rights, as we doin
New Zealand.

The last people | spoke to
recently were most envious of
the VCCNZ members' ability to
motor their vehicle 24/7 all year
round. All we need is a WOF and
reduced rego and away we go.
Why in the name of sanity would
we be guided by the Australian
debacle.

My thoughts are that VCC
members in New Zealand are
fairly treated, with a minimum
of bureaucratic interference,
mostly due to our solidarity,
representing all historic vehicle
groups. Work well done, Long
may it continue as itis. If it's not
broke don't try to fix it.

Earl Preston
aka The Major

This photo was taken in Christchurch when the first shipment of
Standard Vanguard cars arrived fully built-up from the UK. This
was the start of something big on the New Zealand motoring scene
especially for the Standard- Triumph distributors and dealers who
were desperate to get their hands on these first post-war models,
some with factory-installed radios and efficient heaters. What a

revelation back in 1948.
Colin Miller
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Beaded Wheels 353

I'd like to comment on a few
topics in Beaded Wheels 353.
Firstly, in answer to Dennis
Martin's request for the vehicle
ID (I like these easy ones), itis a
1928 Essex Super Six coach, or
two-door sedan to some people.

Secondly the Timeline photo
is General Pershing'’s Cadillac
all right, but the soldier
standing beside it is not him.
He is a private (doughboy in
the parlance of the day) and
very likely General Black Jack
Pershing's driver. Just thought
I'd point that out as the caption
on the photo seems a little
misleading.

Thirdly, Barry Birchall's article
Some Data & Numbers. The man
has done a lot of reasearch and
study there obviously and I'd like
to congratulate you Barry. In fact

| think you've pretty well nailed it.

The sentence that states ‘the
number of one make clubs
where many people prefer to
motor with similar vehicles”

is quite right. | could also add,
perhaps the VCC could attract or
at least retain some members
by having some themed and not
necessarily competitive runs,
for different eras of club eligible
vehicles. ie vintage runs for
vintage only, P80 runs for post
1980 only. Similarly Post Vintage,
PW, P60 separate runs too.
After all, a veteran run has only
veterans on it, so why not the
same for all the other categories
too? Yes the question of course
is who is going to organise all
these. Well | don't think they
need a lot of organisation.
Perhaps those who have a

OLD NZ MOTORING MAGAZINES WANTED

leaning towards a certain era,
could phone or email like minded
members and say, let's go for a
drive on such and such a date in
our post 80 or post war or what
have you, cars. Might not work,
but then again, it might work too.
Worth a try anyway. What do
other members think?

Neil Lucas
Auckland Branch

Historic Document

About 50 years ago | purchased
a one owner Dodge 4 from a
Miss Coppell of Taneatua. She
claimed it was a 1915 model and
was bought new by her father in
Nelson. It was however, a later
than a 1915 model. The car had
been trucked at some stage and
as found was covered in about
two inches of fowl manure all
over. It was in pretty run-down
condition and had not been
used for many years, but after
getting the magneto rewound
and changing the oil we drove it
to Auckland and it ran very well.
| think | paid Miss Coppell about
£2/10 shillings for the vehicle.

Within a few weeks of my getting
the car home, Rod Welch heard
of its existence and started to
put pressure on me to sell it to
him. | resisted for many hours

as | wanted to restore this rare
find but he finally wore me down
and the car changed hands.

| don't think Rod did much to

the car and much later sold it
but to whom | do not know. |
understood it was restored as a
roadster and is probably still on
the road.

At last, the reason for my letter.
After 44 years in our present

dwelling we have finally sold

and are moving to a retirement
village. In the course of a massive
clean out I have come across the
original invoice from W G Vining
Ltd Nelson to Mr J H Coppell for
the extras, such as benzene and
oil, that went with the Dodge, but
sadly not for the vehicle itself. |
believe this may be of interest to
the current owner who will be
welcome to it if he would get in
touch.

John Stewart
joma2@xtra.co.nz
Phone 09 528 7326, 027 611 3767

Crehan’s Concerns

I just have to reply to my friend
Mike Crehan's extensive column,
just to assure him that here

in Marlborough, at least, we
certainly don't have a policy of
throwing out any vintage and
veteran parts, unless they are
completely stuffed of course.

I am the current ayatollah of our
spares department and with a
most enthusiastic team, we are
busy trying to upgrade our parts
presentation. Yes we have quite
a lot of MTS spares (modern tin
sh...) but we have an open mind
trying to cater for all.

We have received good reviews
and accolades from visiting
members.

And on to the rest of your
column Mike. I know a bloke
who, years ago used to despair
like you, but he's mellowed now.
Goes with the flow. Advancing
age isaworrytousall.

The club is a great organisation.
Stick with it my friend. There's
plenty going on out there for

| am currently undertaking research for Volume 2 of the Ford in New Zealand
story, which covers the period 1936 to the closure of the Ford assembly operations

in this country.

Sadly, very few official Ford records survive, so | am relying heavily on the

motoring press from the era. The various branches of the Automobile Association
began producing magazines for their members from around 1935, and these

often contain some great information for a motoring history researcher.

Magazines such as the AA's Auto World and Auto Age are sought as well as other
New Zealand periodicals such as Motorman and Autonews.

John Stokes, 28 Awarua St, Ngaio, Wellington 6035. Ph 027 537 9491, email tourist.times@xtra.co.nz
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you. Veteran events, Irishman
Rally, sporting trials, Ruapuna
speed days, restoring exotic race
cars. Such fun.

The Major

Mike Crehan (letters BW #352)
is obviously pining for the good
old days when all too often the
attitude prevailing in circles of
the VCC was - “God no, we don't
want THAT sort of car in OUR
club.” It was that attitude that
has seen the flourishing of other
clubs for all sort of weird and
wonderful vehicles - and people
| guess.

Fortunately that attitude is less
common now. Maybe all part of
a general freeing-up of attitudes
in modern times? Thankfully the
VCC has gone from being, at least
to some, an exclusive club, to
being an inclusive club.

Bringing Irishman Rally into the
debate is a red herring because
event eligibility and club eligibility
are two different things.

Nostalgia ain't what it used to be
though.
Mark Dawber

TT Dilemma

| read with interest the article by
Stuart Francis about the Harley-
Davidson KRTT in issue 352 of
Beaded Wheels. | saw this bike
from time to time when I lived in
Dunedin in the 1980s. The article
included something that puzzled
me, as Stuart refers to AMA
Class C Racing as having “..four
different types of races, the Mile
and Half Mile held on oval dirt
tracks, TT (turning track) also

on dirt tracks but with bends
and jumps, and circuit racing on
sealed courses.”

Like most motorcyclists | guess,

| have always taken the letters
TT to refer to Tourist Trophy, and
wondered why the AMA would
refer to it as turning track. So,

as you do these days, | used my
favourite search engine to have
alook. I was able to find many
references to the use of the
letters TT by the AMA without
explaining them, but surprisingly
only a few with an explanation.



Amongst them was:
www.dairylandclassic.com/
amatimeline.html which gives a
summarised history of the AMA
and where the entry for 1933
covers the introduction of Class
C Racing by the AMA.

It states “The “TT" is a new type
of competition created within
the Class C rules. From the 1933
Rules For Competition: “The
term Tourist Trophy (or “TT") is
derived from the famous Tourist
Trophy races held each year in
the Isle of Man.””

So at the outset of Class C racing
TT appears to mean Tourist
Trophy. When then did it change
to Turning Track?

Bevars Binnie

Aero-engine research

| am researching a rather
obscure early 20th century aero-
engine and its whereabouts
and any history in New Zealand.
Itis the ENV water-cooled

V-8 of British manufacture.

A pioneering aircraft the
Manurewa piloted by the Walsh
brothers used one although
no-one seems to know what
became of the engine. Although
principally an aero-engine it
might just have easily ended

up powering a boat or some
other imaginative transport
creation. There may also be
other examples that made it

to our shores. Although going
back a long way it might still be
possible that an example may
have escaped the greedy-graspy
clutches of the scrap-man down
through the decades.

Although VCC members are
predominantly interested

in wheeled transport they
inevitably find their way into

all sorts of museums and
vintage machinery displays and
collections. Might someone out
there have spotted an extant
ENV lurking somewhere that can
be photographed and inspected.
All information to assist will be
greatlty appreciated.

Andre Rousseau

email pyralog@yahoo.co.nz

PO Box 72-425, Papakura 2244,
Auckland South.

Phone 027 476 7925

Thank you for a great
magazine

Hello this may be a little late in
response but in reply to Graeme
Rice's comment in respect of
the Austin 3 Litre in the June/
July issue

We had five cars together in
December 2017 at Puhoi to
celebrate the model's 50th
Anniversary.

We have two in our family and

I know of three VCC members
who own Austin 3 Litres. As
Austin’s last luxury rear wheel
drive car it shared very little,
except glass with the 1800, its
mechanicals were all new and
incorporated a revised C series
engine shared with the MGC,
incorporating a sophisticated
independent rear end and
Hydrolastic suspension all
round. Perhaps 300 odd were
sold new in New Zealand. Rolls-
Royce and BMC collaborated
on the suspension and the final
product resulted in a smooth
and quiet riding car with
excellent handling. Now an
appreciated classic!

John Vevers
Helensville

Please Sir...

To paraphrase Oliver Twist -
“Please Sir can we please have
our magazine back?”. You know
the one. That one we used to
have that could be read easily.
The one with good sized print,
and with a reasonable space
between the lines. The one
where | didn't have to get the
magnifying glass out whenever
it arrived in my mailbox. The one
that | used to read from cover to
cover, unlike now when | gloss
over much of it because it's just
too much trouble.

And strange - | don't ever have
this problem with any other
publication.

| beg you - please hear my plea.

Peter Robinson,
Manawatu Branch

TIMELINES

Unveiling the first
aguar at the exclusive

Historical snippets of motoring interest from years gone compiled by

Graeme Rice

100 YEARS AGO
October November 1918

100 years ago 18 year old Bill
Lyons (later Sir William) started
work at Crossley Motors in
Napier Street, later Crossley
Street, Manchester. From 1918
to 1927, the year the Austin
Swallow was launched Lyons’
actions proved that it wasn't
mechanics and engineering that
held his real interest, but rather
being able to exercise his unique
and unmatched ability to take

a humdrum product and, for a
modest budget, style and build a
desirable machine.

50 YEARS AGO
October November 1968

For the last time a William Lyons
inspired car hit the market,
startling the motoring press

and enthusiasts everywhere.
Long, low and luxurious, the

XJ6 was said to represent the
pinnacle of Sir William Lyons

46 year long career as a superb
stylist and shrewd businessman,
combined with a touch of good
old fashioned showmanship.
With the 4.2 litre engine it was
as quick as any other saloon and
with its advanced independent
rear suspension it was quieter
and smoother than just about
anything else.

75 YEARS AGO
October November 1943

Probably the slowest SS ever.
William Lyons' 1943 attempt to
produce replacements for the
motorcycle-sidecar combination:
the V-twin, 1096cc JAP engined
SS VA. Strictly a two-seater with
a rear mounted engine, lockable
diff and left hand drive the ultra
short wheelbase VA wasn't a
success. A second version, the
1172cc 10hp Ford powered

VB failed to deliver a military
contract in spite of having all
independent suspension and a
removable steering wheel.

30 YEARS AGO
October November 1988

Third place in the 360 kilometre
race at Sandown Park was good
enough to give the 7,000cc V12
Silk Cut Jaguar of Eddie Cheever
and Martin Brundle 357 points
after the last of 11 races, 80
points ahead of the second
place Sauber Mercedes. Jaguar
was awarded the World Sports
Prototype Championship with
Martin Brundle winning the
Drivers championship with 240
points.
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SOAPBOX

A column for those who like to
stir the pot ... just a little.

THE VCC AND THE FUTURE?

Words Graham Taylor

In the last year or so there has been a growing realisation that complacency and the way we do things were
risking a downward slide and this in a branch with increasing membership.

My personal observations are
as a reasonably active member
of Central Otago Branch and
newsletter (Puff n Stuff) editor
(retired) with contacts across a
broad spectrum.

Regular monthly meetings
just for the sake of them

were leading to an increasing
negativity, and social contact
was missing out. Our branch
is now having the same nights
with a programme of interest
but without the meetings. Yes,
just one general meeting and
that is the AGM. The branch is
being run by a management
committee and changes are
happening.

The hoist debate highlighted
quite a division in the branch.
We are now in negotiations

with a men’s shed group over
the placement of a workshop

in our (council leased) property
at Cromwell. What we need

is more activity. | have just
installed a hoist in my workshop,
after years of ramps, stands and
pits and can see the immediate
benefit one would be. Safety is
not the problem some would
make it out to be, in fact a lot
safer than ramps, jacks, and
stands, and can be managed.

Parts - is it realistic to have

so much space tied up in

parts storage especially
non-consumables and non-
identified metal? On the other
hand we have little rust or
corrosion and some of us just
hate throwing good stuff out. In
my yard | have a lot of stuff but
tons of it is regularly recycled.
Maybe we could have the basics
for some interesting sculptures.
Another consideration is that
many popular vintage cars have
a good new, and reconditioned,
parts back up from a multitude
of suppliers, here and overseas.

The threat of the future? Will
we be pushed off the roads by
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the increasing green movement
and concern for global warming.
Yes we will be if we hog the
centreline and needlessly annoy
faster traffic. Our best defence
is to be more assertive in our
club presence. Will you turn out
to our National Day? See how
much fuel is used and road
hogging goes on when thereis a
‘green’ multisport event. There
are many reasons for global
warming, the human effect

is part of it too, huge areas

of rainforest have been and
continue to be felled without
replacement planting or any
form of management. Many
vintage cars have wooden
componentry, at least that is
naturally replaceable.

Electric vehicles - They could
have a limited future, the reality
will hit when road user charges
and the true cost of electricity
and recycling or disposal is
taken into consideration.
Nuclear energy would be
required to keep the whole
process viable and green. One of
our more enterprising members
is working on a conversion so
watch this space. | converted an
unremarkable vintage car, using
aredundant Japanese driveline.
It has done in excess of 12,000
miles over the last five years in
non-national rallies. Forty mpg
plus road user charges are
about the same cost as running
a Morris Minor, and recycling
of otherwise redundant
componentry. | am often asked
“would | restore the car back to
original?” Well no, the driveline
was worn out, it would have
been an uneconomic exercise.
Nothing was available off the
shelf asin Model T or A Fords,
and the result would have been
a car only fit for short runs off
major roads. Hopefully the new
owner of the reconditioned
brake parts will get some
benefit.

Because of the comfort factor,
and the distances we have to
travel, | have increasingly used
our Austin 1300. The trend is
noticeable in our age group.
One expressed his difficulty in
handling a car without power
steering and now has a Triumph
2.5, but more importantly is a
regular attender at events

Health and wellbeing -

at least the ladies know where
their husbands are. Perhaps
that could be interpreted both
ways, when did your club have
an event for the ladies?

Yes | have attended an Irishman
Rally and enjoyed that, noted

a lot of specials and would

be surprised if the numbers
attending would do so if the
componentry was as original.
However it shows that in our
membership there is a very
broad spectrum of interest. And,
as when | joined, the comment
that the vintage car has more
personality and interest than
those under 30 years of age is
one of our club’s keystones.

Vehicle classification -

we have an increasing interest
in post 60 vehicles and that is
where a lot of association lies,
although very few are vehicles
with a history. They represent
the types of an era and yes
they are old in the eyes of
some beholders but if fit for
purpose can be used for years
to come. Something to think
about is the cost per year of

a vehicle to the environment,
taking into consideration the
original manufacturing cost,
maintenance and cost of
disposal. Our older vehicles
should score pretty well in this.
What cost to the environment
our modern electric vehicles
and the battery disposal after
a shelf life of 5-10 years? The
cars in the junkyard are 10- 30
years old. Some could be rebuilt

but as cars are so cheap now
anything but basic maintenance
is uneconomic. Noticeable is
that there are a few cars from
the 1960- 80s lying around. If
they are not being looked after
by an enthusiast they are now
toasters or reinforcing steel.

The authorities and general
public can be misled by the ‘old’
vehicle image. There is a world
of difference between a clapped
out heap emitting smoke

with bits missing, probably
unlicenced, no wof or qualified
driver, compared to our club
vehicles. This reminds me of my
youth, 12 years old in a Model

T. But that was way back when
the roads were uncluttered

and anything on wheels was
valuable.

So if we drive well-maintained,
regularly used vehicles, that

are fully compliant, and used

in a way that does not offend
faster traffic, why not be proud
of that? | believe that many of
our members’ cars languish in
garages with little use, and this
has many reasons, but it also
fuels the anti-lobby as if they
perceive we are reluctant to
use them, then why should we
retain the special privileges that
the Vintage Car Club has won for
us over the years?

My branch is making changes to
be more relevant but it needs
the active participation of our
membership, with their cars

or interests and their social
contact. There is a very active
programme and if we don't have
an event to suit, then our sister
VCC branches have many, with
a great variety of countryside to
explore, “don't leave town until
you have seen the country!”

This article represents the opinion
of the author and in no way reflects
the position of the Vintage Car Club
of New Zealand. Contributions up
to 800 words are very welcome to
soapbox.

Email beaded wheels@vcc.org.nz
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THE WAY WE WERE

S ¥

ontinuing our series on the.origins and
very ea

What with all the Drama Club activity
and the lead up to Wigram, my exam
results for the end of 1948 were somewhat
less than good and I achieved only one
unit, History II, towards that elusive BA
degree, and a conspicuous lack of enthu-
siasm for academia. After a final fling as
a member of the Canterbury Drama team
at that winter tournament in Dunedin, I
dropped out of university and got a job as
a foundry clerk, joining the workforce. I
found the work fascinating and the disci-
pline and routine a pleasant change from
the supposed self discipline of ‘varsity.

Dave Mitchell had also dropped out
and we faced the substantial reduction
in holidays from almost two months to
just the statutories plus a fortnight. The
planned series of beach races at Nelson
was an obvious attraction and we decided
on a round trip getting up there via the
West Coast and home down the east. With

A Tucker of Nelson and supercharged V8 Special
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-events of the %ﬂgggar Club, . -
asrecalled by Anﬁw‘r‘s:n_ : ‘;h-..._.-_,_ Pl

only a fortnight to play with, all thoughts
of the Panhard were abandoned and
Mitch’s recently acquired Rugby was the
obvious choice. With a high back axle ratio
and Continental’s Red Seal engine, the
Rugby was a really effortless touring car
and got us up there with no hassles but
was somewhat overloaded from the Hope
Saddle onwards with three hitchhiking
Dunedin girls, one of whom, three and
a half years later, was to become Mollie
Anderson and two years after that, the first
Editor of Beaded Wheels and its developer
over the next 10 years.

Roy Cowan made his first appearance
with the 1922 Isle of Man TT Sunbeam,
the very car with which Chassagne won
that race! It was brought to NZ by Mathew
Wills, Billy Hamilton’s brother-in-law, for
competition with the latter’s very success-
ful 1914 car. It passed finally to Dick
Messenger, whose memories comprise

Roy Cowan in the
ex Wills
1922 TT Sunbeam

Alan Freeman in the Thompson Special. He raced
a GP Talbot Lago years later.

such a large part of Flat to the Boards*.
Dick fitted it with a touring body and road
equipment and used it regularly for years
until the intervention of WWII, after which
he passed it on to Roy who returned it,
more or less, to its racing form and sold it
to Rob Shand in 1951. At Nelson it sounded
terrific but really wasn’t suitable as a short-
burst-circuit sort of machine!

The Thompson-Tucker cars are typical
of New Zealand racing throughout those
early years before the Korean War finally
lifted New Zealand out of its usual penury.
The Thompson served Alan Freeman well
for many years and as the foreign invasion
started he acquired a GP Talbot Lago.

The Tucker car was typical of many
flathead Ford V8 specials that featured
in those days. Most finally acquired
Edelbrock or Ardun heads and this one
sported a McCullough centrifugal super-
charger which, as usual, gave very variable
performance and finally killed the unfor-
tunate Tucker, though not at this meeting.

Don Ransley had his Riley there and
Halsey Logan was still racing the Singer
Special. Fred Sharman had the Railton
saloon and Duncan Rutherford his pre war
Citroen cabriolet. Could this be this year’s
Canterbury Branch Restoration of the Year



A David and lan Stewart, and David's Rugby Red
Seal

winner? A very rich and rare machine.
Sybil Lupp and Hugo Hollis sported new
supercharged TC MGs, while Jack Tutton
hung a blower on a prewar TA. The vintage
were further represented by Hamilton
Gibb’s 4% Bentley, a local car, but this
retired with mechanical problems.

Racing took place on the Saturday
31 December to Monday 2 January 1950
with five races on the Saturday and six on
the Monday - quite a programme.

A Team: L to R David at the wheel, Pauline Clair,
Mollie, Pat Tunicliffe and self

Mitch and I took off for Picton on the
Wednesday and spent the last week there
socializing somewhat. The return journey
sticks vividly in my memory as, just like
today, all the world and his dog spent the
holidays in the Sounds or in Nelson and
all took off home virtually simultaneously.
However, this is 1949/50, the speed limit is
50mph, the road - yes SH1 - is shingle and
every man and his dog is crammed into
Morris 8s and 10s, Austin 7s and 10s, the

Andrew Anderson
VCCNZz
Founding Member

odd super 6 Essex, Model A and V8 Fords
innumerable and the dust is just incred-
ible. In such conditions, the little Poms and
Model As can cruise at about 40mph and
do so in endless lines. The Ford V8s can
go a lot faster but scare seven bells out of
themselves as they try to stay pointing in
the right direction. Meanwhile our old Red
Seal Rugby sits happily at 50/55 mph, slides
the corners like the TT Sunbeam and we
scoot through the whole tangle unscathed!
Cestlavie!

* FLAT TO THE BOARDS written by Douglas
Wood and published in 1985 by the Vintage
Car Club. A history of motor car sportin
New Zealand from 1901 - 1940.
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»~. THE VINCENT PROJECT

Words and photos Frank Metcalfe

i

The story of the creation of a Vincent by Roy Gardner goes back a long way and it was over four years ago
now that I started the process of writing the story for Beaded Wheels. Three separate parts of the story
were published in December 2014, February 2015 and August 2015 and then there was a long period of
silence as Roy pushed hard to complete the project.

However, many pressures intervened
and for the Jan 2017 issue I wrote an article
about a lovely little Frog Eye Sprite but
introduced it with the advice that Roy
had had to put the Vincent project on
hold because of work and family needs.
And also because he had become aware,
through testing and actually getting the
motor fired up, that some parts of the
engine really needed extra work.

THE FINAL CHAPTER

Well at long last it’s done. A new and
unique Vincent is complete, is properly
licensed and warranted and is undergo-
ing road testing and careful scrutiny.
The photographs tell the story. This is a
Vincent, just look at that fabulous 1000 cc
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engine, but, engine apart, it doesn’t look
like we all expect a Vincent to look. This
motorcycle is the product of the aspira-
tions, the knowledge, and the amazing
engineering skills of Roy Gardner. Perhaps,
if the Vincent brand had lived on, we are
looking at what a 1970s Vincent might
have looked like. But that’s just a guess
on my part because Roy, the creator,
used parts from several models. He knew
what he needed to build his dream and
he hunted worldwide for items such as
brakes, forks and gearbox. He used his
amazing engineering skills to design and
build the frame, a la Egli but with Roy’s
modifications as required. He designed
and manufactured the alloy mountings
to house the gearbox he had chosen, and

to link with the swing arm. The original
gearbox that had been an integral part
of the crankcase design, even though the
actual operational box was separate and
had its own oil supply, had been sliced off
the motor. Clearly some well-designed new
structural parts were required.

Rather than confuse with wordy
descriptions of parts and construction I‘ll
let the photos do the talking and list here
the essential elements.

The engine is from a 1954 Vincent
Series C Rapide, with die cast cases, from
which the gearbox had been removed. Roy
undertook a total rebuild of the engine.
This included a new Terry Prince crank-
shaft and Mk3 Robinson cams along with
a pair of 28mm Dellorto carburettors, not




to mention the various bearings, seals,
valve guides. Pistons are remanufactured
Vincent Kempaloid. The compression ratio
is estimated to be 8:1.

The gearbox is a four speed AMC from a
Norton Commando. Going back to Part 2 of
this story you will see that Roy had consid-
ered using a Harley-Davidson box but in
the end the AMC box was more suitable for
the task and with ratios that were not far
distant from the original Vincent box.

The drive train follows the Vincent
pattern. A triple row primary chain drives
both the alternator and Norton Commando
clutch. Because of the slicing off of the
original gearbox Roy, had to design and
manufacture a new chain case, and you
can see from the photos how expertly it has
been created, following the original style
and providing for the alternator.

For the frame, Roy through much
careful persistence, was able to obtain
design details for the famed Egli frame

and from those details he built his own Egli
replica with Gardner mods.

The forks are Marzocchis from a Benelli
650, shortened 40mm.

The brakes are both drums, the front
one being a Grimeca four leading shoe
model. The fuel tank is a Roy Gardner
design. He built a mock up in polystyrene
and entrusted the manufacture to Rob
McKendrick in Napier. Capacity is approxi-
mately 22 litres. The seat was built by Roy
on a fibreglass base.

For the electrics Roy fitted a compact
modern commercially-available alterna-
tor and adapted it to be driven in the same
manner, from the outside of the primary
chain, as the original. Look closely at the
engine photos and you can see how nicely
it has been accommodated.

The ignition system Is standard
Vincent, with a Lucas KVF TT racing
magneto. The exhaust is standard Vincent
pattern, manufactured in Australia by

Overlander. The instruments are by Smiths
with a chronometric speedometer.

How well does it go? Roy has more than
1,000kms on the bike so far and apart from
a couple of annoying British oil leaks and
a little bit of clutch fiddling it has thus far
performed beautifully. I can attest to the
fact that it starts first kick and sounds
fabulous. Roy says it will cruise happily
at figures beyond the legal limit and is a
comfortable ride. I am actually hanging
out for a chance to fling a leg over it and
run around a few blocks.

So that is the Gardner Vincent. The
owner is rightly proud of what he has made
and Ithinkit’s fabulous. It is the fulfilment
of one man’s dream that started with a
wish and a rather tired old Vincent engine
and its completion is a testament to Roy’s
engineering and design skills. It really is
a great achievement and Roy intends to
have it at the 2019 VCC National Motorcycle
Rally in Blenheim. BW
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CAST

Congratulations to the following members who have recently been awarded

their 50 and 60 year Awards.

IRON

WELDING

Powder Spray Process,
Cylinder Heads, Manifolds,
Cooling Fins, Castings,
Mechanical Repairs & Rebuilds

THOMAS ROWE

MOTORING ENGINEER LTD
6 RD Palmerston North

PHONE

06 324-8707

NEED A TOW?

At Classic Towing we are car freaks and cater for
like-minded enthusiasts all over New Zealand.

We tow anything from veteran - vintage - classic vehicles, race cars and
bikes to Mum and Dad's daily drivers.

50 year

Shaskey, Graeme
Bennetts, Don
Midgley, Peter
Muller, Donald
Smith, Thomas C
Croft, Peter

van den Hovan, Jack
Mitchell, Trevor

Imported Vehicles
We work with all shipping companies to pick up your imported
vehicle and work closely with different compliance companies
to remove the stress factor.

60 YEAR
Canterbury Hibberd, Ivan Canterbury
Canterbury Hasell, Ron Banks Peninsula
Canterbury Benge, lvan Horowhenua
Canterbury Robins, Eric South Canterbury
Canterbury
Banks Peninsula
Bay of Plenty
Bay of Plenty

We specialise in project and restoration vehicles
and work alongside many of the greats in the creative world
of fabrication, panel shops, mechanical wizards, Auto
Electricians and Pin stripping artists, just to name a few.

PHONE 0800 15 0800 - brent@classictowing.co.nz « classic towing.co.nz

101 Harman St
PO Box 9164

Lock ring Heavy
New Zealand and light
o . Now available
email office@veterancarrims.co.nz

Christchurch 8149
Phone 03 338 4307

Beaded edge
Wide range

30x3 to 895x135
Split Rims

Motor cycle rims
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TODD MOTORS CHRYSLER RACE C

By Don Ammon

Ten years ago my wife and I moved from
Thames to Nelson, and at the same time I
made the move from MANZ to the VCC,
joining the Nelson Branch. The first outing
Iwent on was to view Bill Irwin’s wonderful
motorcycle collection. While looking
around this amazing collection I got talking
to a gentleman in a motorised wheelchair
(Ian) and his caregiver, Derek. Ian told me
of his motorsport accident in a local hill
climb, some years earlier, in his rotary
powered Clubman Lotus-style car. After
telling him I had a Daimler V8-powered
special he told me he still had a race car and
would I like to call by his place on my way
home to view it. There I met his very caring
wife and talked with her as Ian and Derek
opened the garage doors and removed the
dust cover. The car was not exactly what I
expected to see. Ian told me it was the 1926
Chrysler race car which Todd Motors had
imported. We discussed its history and
restoration, which was not quite complete.
There was an unsorted issue with the
steering box, and diff oil leaks. As I was
not yet gainfully employed I offered to
look at these issues, not for reward but for
company and an insight into the area we
had moved to. Over the following weeks Ian
gained trust in my mechanical ability and
we became good friends, both benefiting
from the encounter.

Later Ian asked if I would drive the
Chrysler at the upcoming Skope classic
race meeting, at the Ruapuna circuit
near Christchurch. He would organise
things and cover costs. Ian’s caregiv-
ers had driven it a short distance on the
road, though at that stage it was not road
legal. I had not yet driven it by the time
the three of us headed for Christchurch
in Ian’s wheelchair equipped Toyota van,
with the Chrysler on my car trailer behind.
Ian had arranged accommodation for us

for the weekend in a unit at the Burwood
Spinal Care Unit. These were available to
past patients if not occupied by family of
others in care. This proved a very satisfac-
tory and economic arrangement. Ian was
able to motor his wheelchair through the
complex catching up with doctors, nurses
and friends he had made there, people he
was very grateful to.

Next day at the circuit I had my first
drive of the Chrysler, though not without
problems. As I went to accelerate out onto
the track the car gave a cough and died.
I used the camber of the track to coast to
the infield where I was able to make carbu-
rettor adjustments and continue. On my
return I was confronted by the clerk of the
course regarding my entry onto the track,
obviously unaware of the problem I had. I
heard him out and went on my way. I had
more on my mind than to try to explain. I
had discovered the Chrysler tried to shake
itself apart if you tried to get off the mark
with any revs on and the oil pressure had
showed signs of disappearing on longer
curves. There appeared to be no answer to
the clutch shudder other than to get mobile
with minimal revs, and I added an extra
litre of oil to the sump. Things went better
on Saturday and Sunday, the extra oil had
definitely done the trick.

There were large and varied fields
for the vintage events. I was driving the
oldest and least-tested vehicle in the field
and while coming last every race I was
amazed by the crowd’s reaction every time
Ireturned to pit lane. There I would be met
by Ian with the inevitable ‘can’t you go
any faster?’ I gave no answer. I could have
gone faster, but I may also have broken
his pride and joy. The clutch made for
slow getaways and a combination of large
diameter wheels and a 3.5:1 diff ratio made
it too tall geared for the circuit. The ratios

in the gearbox didn’t lend themselves well
so I used its torque to labour around the
tighter corners. It would have been better
suited to the long run each way and rela-
tively slow turns at the ends at the beach
circuit at Muriwai, where the car had been
timed in 1927 at a couple of miles per hour
short of the old imperial ton. I pointed out
to Ian the rubber working its way across the
tread face of his new Lucas whitewall tyres,
so it wasn’t that slow, it was just there were
a lot of quicker cars out there, such as the
Lycoming Special.

Regardless, I enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to be on a track I hadn’t driven
something this old and historic before.
I was surprised by how flat it cornered
and how well its external contracting
hydraulic brakes worked. The final high
of the weekend was the Saturday night
function, with great food and speakers
including Harold Heasley and Angus
Fogg. This was something we would have
missed out on as it had been overlooked
by Ian when entering the event. We were
able to attend only due to the generosity
of Graeme Hamilton, of Ace III fame, who
gave us tickets, and the organisers who
considered it only right to give caregiver
Derek free entry.

Upon returning home Ian registered the
Chrysler and obtained a daylight wof with
concessions for no mudguards or lighting.
I drove the car to the Tapawera A&P show,
and enroute had to smile at the reaction
of motorists who I passed using the outer
lanes of SH6 over the Spooner Range.

Sadly my friend Ian passed away a
couple of years later. His family asked me
to drive the Chrysler to his funeral, the
cemetery and the hall before placing it
back in the garage and fitting its covers.
I lost a good friend but he left me with a
lifetime memory. BW
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AUSTIN A70 HEREFORD

A SAGA

Words and photo Roger Douglas

Last time | promised to tell you about the flywheel
rumble in my 1937 Austin Seven. But that will have to
wait as | feel a strong need to relate my experience with
a 1953 Austin A70 Hereford.

Bought second hand in the early 1960s, I purchased it from
Davie Motors in Otahuhu for the princely sum of £235. I was
the second owner. It had been owned by a local farmer and was
showing a fair bit of rust in the sill panels. That didn’t deter me as
it was in great nick otherwise, and what was a bit of rust?

Driving up our steep driveway at home in Titirangi about six
months later, a loud bang announced that first gear was kaput.
With a wife and baby daughter to support, there was no spare
money to pay a mechanic. I had rebuilt the Austin Seven motor,
hadn’tI? So, what could be hard about rebuilding a gearbox?

With help of a borrowed service manual, I removed the gearbox
from the car and dismantled it in the spare bedroom of our new
house. Iinstalled a new first motion shaft, and reinstalled it in the
car. Now the service manual was pretty good, and told what bolts
to remove, and in what sequence. Pretty good the English, except
they were a bit light on the description for removing certain floor
panels. It only took me three days to get the gearbox out. Being a
column change didn’t help. No four on the floor stuff.
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Suffice it to say I succeeded in completing the task and, wonder
of wonders, the gearbox worked fine. I was quite pleased with
myself really, but as later events proved, it doesn’t pay to get too
cocky young fella!

About a year later, my wife and I were invited to spend
Christmas with a cousin and his family in Winchester near Timaru.
Along way you say? Older car? You must be mad.

The A70 was starting to burn a bit of oil and smoked a bit. Rings
and bearings you say? Well that’s no problem to an experienced
amateur like me. Ha ha.

Well, I was undeterred, jacked the old girl up (in the open) and
set about removing the pistons, con rods and big end bearings. Off
with the overhead valve cylinder head, drain the sump, remove the
sump pan, undo the big end bolts, remove the pistons and conrods
out of the top and there you go. Fitted new piston rings, deglazed
the bore, and fitted new shell bearings. Assembled the whole in
more or less reverse order and Bob’s your uncle. Lying on my back
on the ground to refit the sump pan was not a ball of fun, but you’ve
gotta do what you’ve gotta do. The magic was that it started first
time and ran like dream. What could possibly go wrong?

The Christmas holidays soon came around. At 4.30 am on
24 December 1964, we loaded up the A70, tossed a mattress on
top of the luggage on the back seat, gently laid our sleeping three-
year-old daughter on it and gaily set off. Wellington here we come.



Nothing could go wrong as we had a booking the following day on
the inter-island ferry to Picton. We had planned on driving the
western route via Raetihi on the advice of a friend. Nice fine day,
the car was running beautifully and life was good.

We needed to stop for fuel in Levin. Filled the tank up and
thought, ‘spose I better check the oil. You did that a lot in those
days as a matter of course. Imagine my total dismay when I was
presented with a dipstick with absolutely no oil on it! NONE!

Imagine my shock. I must have done something very seriously
wrong for it to have burnt all that oil? It was running very well, and
there must have been a few dregs of oil still in the bottom of the
sump which saved us from catastrophe.

Nothing for it, but top her up, keep going and keep very frequent
checks on the oil level.

The next day, Christmas day, after a night in Wellington, we
boarded the Aramoana, and sailed on a reasonably calm Cook Strait
to Picton, we overnighted in Blenheim then set off for Winchester.
We duly arrived after an uneventful trip, other than buying copious
amounts of SAE 30 and worrying quite a bit. After all, we were
getting further and further away from home, with a car that was
drinking oil like a drunken sailor.

We arrived at an empty house to find the key under the mat,
and a note saying that the cousins had decided to spend a few days
with sister and husband further south, and we were invited to
Invercargill too.

Invercargill! An extra 266 miles (428 km).

A sick car and they want us to drive all that extra distance? No
way. But a good night’s sleep, a beautiful sunny morning, and all
was well with the world. What the hell, Invercargill, here we come.

And then I walked out to the car. There was oil dripping off
every part of the underside of the car. Everywhere. And the cousin’s
pristine white metalled driveway was soaking it all up.

What was going on? Must be an oil seal or something. Oh well we
know how much oil it is losing for every 100 miles, we’ll just have to
nurse the car along, and keep feeding the oil in.

In the back of my mind I thought that maybe there might be
a mechanic in Invercargill who could fix the problem before we
attempted the return journey. A journey of just over 1,000miles
(1640 km).

That was one heck of a long way to drive with a wife and child
with a sick car, and it seemed that we were to add a cousin and her
baby son to our complement. Oh Joy!

After New Year, I found one of the few mechanical workshops
open for business and sought their advice.

“We think that the seal on your rear main bearing has probably
failed” says them.

“Can you fix it” says I?

“Maybe, but we’ll have to make a puller to get the bearing out”
says them.

“OK, please try. It’s a long way home” says I. “Give it a go please.”

Two days later.

“Sorry, we couldn’t get it out. You’ll have to nurse the car home.
The engine will have to come out and be dismantled, and a proper
repair made” said them.

“Thanks for trying” says I, “Sell me a gallon tin of SAE 30 oil
please, and we’ll be off”. Oh joy!

The next morning, we loaded the car, three adults and two
children and set off north on SH1.

Thad a heavy heart but told my passengers that we would be fine
as we were carrying lots of oil.

We reached Momona 113 miles into the journey and stopped for
fuel and oil. Now 113 miles was only about one third of the distance
from Auckland to Levin (344 miles), so I decided to give the A70
one pint of oil and then check the dipstick to see how much more
it might require.

The dipstick told me that I had lost no oil on the journey so far,
that Iwas a silly twit, and that the engine was now overfull with oil.
How could that be?

The moral of the story is, be very careful when refitting a sump
pan whilst laying on your back under a car. Fit it with the car up on
araised vehicle hoist.

Clearly the oil was being sprayed out through either a badly
fitted cork sump gasket, or a displaced asbestos seal at the rear of
the sump pan, or possibly both.

Either way, when the mechanic in Invercargill re fitted the sump
pan, he did it properly.

Almost no additional oil was required for the rest of the journey
back to Auckland.

The wonderful and much loved A70 ran faultlessly for several
years after that and was reluctantly sold for a smaller car. It has its
place in history though as the accompanying photograph shows.
There it is in all its glory on Colombo Street Christchurch, with the
Cathedral in the background. The month was January and the year
was 1965. |BW
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The Ford T was as American as
apple pie. How could Ford owners
possibly ignore Uncle Sam?

The wooden case is a
classy but expensive
touch from the
pioneers of the 18mm
thread. This plug is
mounted horizontally,
which explains the
inverted name.

De Dion made their
own plugs, branding
each part with
their trademark as
forgeries were rife
(“Imitation new

De Dion” - Pognon
advertisement).

Lenoir’s 1860 spark plug - by A.M.Parker.
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MY FIRE

Words and photos Kevin Casey

Clarkson to Casey: “Your mission, should you decide to accept it,
is to write 10,000 words on spark plugs. You must not cause our
readers’ eyes to glaze over nor bore their pants off.

This may prove impossible.”

Probably, but I'll have a crack at in digestible bites...

Many parts of an engine are indispensable
ifitis to function, but I like to think the tiny
spark plug, flashing and crackling away, out
of sight out of mind, is the engine’s very life
force, its beating heart. Plugs of today have
neither zing nor bling - just forgettable,
boring, drab little blobs of efficiency - but
it wasn’t always like this. One hundred and
more years ago they had colour, style and
delightful names, all jousting for a point
of difference and a toehold in the market.

You can probably count the number of
plug manufacturers today on one hand, yet
there have been more than 5,000 brands,
the vast majority gone by the 1930s. To
paraphrase Peter Sellers, “That’s a bloody
lot of plugs.”

The Spark Plug Collectors of America
(SPCOA - born 1975) has published a list of
known brands whose number is still rising
as yet more are discovered. The heady years
of spark plug companies mushrooming
into life only to burst and die like so many
fireworks were all over by 1930, just 50
left standing. The much reduced Model T
aftermarket, superior heft and quality from
the big players, the new sophistication of
the consumer, were topped by a depression
that overwhelmed the world and annihilated
the masses of small spark plug makers. To
understand why there were so many we
have to look back into the infant years of
the automobile industry and also touch
on one man who had a disproportionate
influence, Henry Ford.

First, what is a spark plug, other than an
odd name for what should be more correctly
termed an igniter? We could frivolously

describe it as a gap, for essentially that
is all that the high tension current needs
to force it to jump and create a spark that
will ignite the fuel/air mix. But of course
a gap must begin and end, so the plug has
centre and ground electrodes insulated from
each other inside a threaded steel body. All
elementary, even your granny knows what
a spark plug looks like and it has looked
like that for 156 years. In 1777 Allesandro
Volta became the first person to ignite an
air/fuel mixture by an electric spark, made
possible by his invention of the electric
battery. Without 240 little volts, all named
after Allesandro, you would not be reading
this. Time drifted on until in 1860 a Belgian
engineer, Jean Lenoir, produced the first
commercially successful internal combus-
tion engine. It was fuelled with a mixture
of coal gas and air fired by his spark plug
invention, made of brass and mica, easily
identifiable as the granddaddy of today’s
plug. His “jumping sparks” system relied
on Heinrich Ruhmkorff’s recent induction
coil invention. It, in turn, is the ancestor
of all modern ignition coils. Lenoir made
400 of his stationary engines and, by 1862,
had successfully tested a crude car using a
liquid fuel. It was good for 3kph, about the
same speed that can be experienced today
in Auckland’s rush hour, so I'm told.
There we are then, in 1862, the spark
plug and induction coil already invented
but nothing much to hang them on until
inventors such as Daimler and Benz got
busy. Even though Lenoir had pointed the
way that all would eventually follow, his
system was not exactly reliable, although



by 1880 the Thevenin Company was manu-
facturing an improved version. The 1885
Benz engine used a spark plug and 4 volt
trembler coil, a system patented by Karl
Benz in 1881. Duryea used coil ignition
by 1893, De Dion in 1896. Other inventors
ignored this compact and safe system,
continuing to wander up various no-exit
garden paths that would lead to ignition
using bisulphide of carbon, hot tube or, even
worse, continuous flame. When the flame
was exposed to the charge at the right time
it would ignite - so long as the flame had
not gone out first; a common occurrence.
The hot tube (1855) was a safer and more
reliable idea where a continuous flame heats
a metal tube that stays red hot, capable of
igniting the mixture as it is uncovered by
slide valve. The tube was made of cast iron
although nickel or platinum wire proved
to be a better alternative, albeit expensive.
Hot tube ignition was still being used by
some manufacturers, such as its inventor,
Gottlieb Daimler, in 1902 but the spark plug
was in the ascendency. Bosch, still going
strong today, were advertising their spark
plugs by 1902, alongside several American
companies, but it was the numerous French
plug manufacturers that led the way from
the late 1890s, catering for the strong produc-
tion from manufacturers such as De Dion,
Darracq, Peugeot, Renault and more, all
using coil and spark plug ignition.

Before we set off and examine all aspects
of the spark plug story it would be timely
to discuss just why there were so many
companies marketing plugs. Entrepreneurs
are always quick to spot an opportunity
when new technology beckons and so it
was with the dawn of the automobile.
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Tungsten's forgery of
the Ford trademark
deceives the eye as

it is actually quite
different to the
original. Did they get
away with it? AIM’s
Long Henry is a more
subtle approach.
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: The Cloud 75 (stores)
: and Fisk (tyres) are

: examples of branded
: "Chicago” plugs.

The pioneering manufacturers tended to
make the entire car but as their numbers
rapidly grew factories building proprietary
parts to supply the new “assembled car”
industry mushroomed. I don’t know how
many makes of car have existed worldwide
but Automobile Quarterly’s The American
Car Since 1775 (published 1971) lists 5,000
marques in America alone. A great many of
them were born (or stillborn) on hope, hot
air or adream. Many more were the work of
charlatans - brochure, stock certificate and a
swindle for the one born every minute. The
majority that did reach the market relied
heavily on bought-in components, among
them the humble spark plug. For budding
manufacturers the spark plug was an ideal
product, with at least the chance of supplying
all vehicle makers. It was relatively easy and
cheap to set up automatic lathes and spit out
the metal bodies all day but the porcelains
were another matter. That was the difficult
part, taken care of by companies like J-D
(Jeffery-Dewitt Co.) who would make porce-
lains for themselves and numerous other
brands. Hundreds, most likely thousands, of
companies with a branded plug took no part
in their manufacture. For a significant order
any number of the larger spark plug makers
would supply plugs with the appropriate
logo to companies such as Fisk, Goodyear,
Dunlop, Shell and Sears. They are usually
referred to by collectors (with a touch of
disdain) as Chicago plugs.

Naturally the very unreliability of early
spark plugs increased the demand for them,
or more pertinently, for an alternative to the
brand the motorist was cursing. Fed-up and
ripe for a change, they were easy prey to the
often outrageous claims of the spark plug
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. The script is not sharp.
* It reads FOR-A-FORD

: above “Double Jacket,”
: referring to its outer

: removable porcelain

. protecting an inner

: porcelain; in the

. cheaper range at 59c.

Two quite hopeful
: approaches to the
* Ford market.

manufacturers springing up like mushrooms.
Although spark plugs were plagued with
problems such as cracked porcelains, oil
penetrating mica insulators plus oil or
carbon-fouled electrodes, they were not
entirely at fault. Petrol was not refined as it is
today, the single distillation process leaving
excess sulphur and much oil in suspension;
not a whole lot better than kerosene. The
low volatility of this oily fuel - not helped
by the low-compression engines and slow
hand-cranking - led to difficult starting,
almost inevitably blamed on the spark plugs.

The market grew rapidly. Henry Ford
introduced his Model T in 1908 and within
a short space of time its burgeoning output
was matched exponentially by the after-
market plug manufacturers, many of whom
concentrated only on plugs for the Model
T. This spark plug was distinctive in that
the thread was a tapered % inch pipe (gas)
thread, used by only a few others. It seems
likely the pipe thread plug was first used
on the Overland. Champion was founded in
1907 by the Stranahan brothers, John Willys
being their first big customer. He persuaded
the brothers to move production to nearby
his Overland factory in Toledo. Spark plug
advertisements would tout the plug as “for
Ford and F.O.R.M.S.”, a mnemonic which
stood for Ford, Overland, REO, Maxwell
and Studebaker. These five manufacturers
accounted for the lion’s share of the market,
Overland’s huge production being second
only to Ford. Although this dated type of
spark plug existed before Ford adopted it
he ensured its longevity - REO used it until
1926. Why did Ford persist with it? Henry
famously resisted any changes to the Model
T. If the % inch plug was good enough in

: A dowdy OE Champion X

: is overwhelmed by the

: Master, Hartford Machine
: Screw Co's upmarket Ford
: model sporting nickel

: plate over polished steel

. and impressive packaging.
. Perhaps this version was

: aimed more at the whole

* F.0.R.M.S. market.
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One could be forgiven for
thinking this is a British bulldog
on Her Majesty's Service, in
reality it is from the Hartford

Machine Screw Co. (Connecticut).

They made millions of plugs for
others before introducing their
own in 1912.

Red Head claimed 5 million
sales by 1914, marketing a full
range of plugs for many years;
this one being 7/sth thread
suitable for most American cars
other than the T. Red Head's
claim to be OE for 200 makes
seems optimistic.
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1908, end of story. Ford detested all things
metric (with the notable exception of decimal
currency) so the 18mm thread, originated by
De Dion Bouton, used in Europe and Britain,
and adopted almost universally in the USA by
1929, was anathema to him. Before the swing to
18mm, most American vehicle manufacturers
used 7% inch - 18 (threads per inch) which Ford
would not adopt until the Model A took over
in 1927. Even then he probably needed a good
push from Edsel. A tapered thread saved the
cost of a plug gasket. It may only be perhaps
a fraction of a cent but that is how Ford could
make such a low-priced car; by shaving a little
off every component cost. The tapered thread
did have a tendency to seize in the head and
the plug itself needed to be tall in the body
as the countersink was rather deep to allow
for maximum water passages.

An example of a plug manufacturer allying
their product to the Ford is the Auburn
Ignition Manufacturing Co. with their AIM
Long Henry. “Long” told the buyer it was
extra tall to facilitate spanner operation and
it also extended further than usual into the
combustion chamber, a desirable feature as
many brands were too short, their electrodes
partially shrouded. Everyone knew “Henry”
meant Ford. Most manufacturers were not that
subtle. I have counted over 60 brands with
Ford in their name. Just a few: Fire-A-Ford,
Fixe-A-Ford, Racoon Ford Special, For-Do,
Fire-Right Ford and a double dip for Ford’s
Ford Special. What you could not do is use the
Ford script. Ford, and Champion, sued anyone
who tried it on. After litigation the Horseshoe
brand had to stick a label over the Ford script
on their boxes which read “Not made by the
Champion Spark Plug Co. nor supplied as
Ford factory equipment.” Until a fallout with
Ford in 1911, probably over price, Splitdorf
was their principal OE (original equipment)
spark plug supplier. Champion supplanted
them (A.R. Mosler Company was initially a
secondary supplier) but even they could not
use the Ford script until 1926, employing a
plain porcelain emblazoned with an X. Why
an X, the illiterate’s signature? Intriguing for
sure, but maybe safer not to speculate further.

Apparently Henry’s terms were tough and
Champion always supplied Ford below cost, but
this did not faze them - call it an advertising
expense. They took their profit in aftermarket
sales. Research found over 80% of Ford owners
knew their car was originally equipped with
Champions and stuck with that brand. And it
was a colossal market, especially for Champion,
who, by 1919, were supplying Ford alone with
3.5 million plugs per annum. Wily Henry
endorsed OE plugs in the instruction book
without naming the supplier. He was loathe
to let anyone use his brand for free advertis-
ing while it also gave him an advantage over
Champion, a hint they could be dispensed
with at any time. The average cost of a spark
plug in 1915 was $1 while the pipe thread
Model T plug was in the 60¢ - 75¢ range. All
the thousands of plug companies had to fall
in line or dip out. The heat would have been
too much for the “The hottest proposition in
the plug”, sold by the Tobasco Company. This
saucy slogan promoted their 35¢ contender;
at that unsustainable price a loss-leader or a
truly shoddy product.

I'm not singling out the Model T as an oil
burner as all cars of this period were prone
to it (400 mpg of oil was considered normal)
but it did ensure ongoing sales. Sphinx (1913)
stated “Most Ford owners get trouble with
oil.” Forward (also 1913): “Won’t soot — even on
Ford cars.” How many of the 5,000 plus plug
manufacturers, often ephemeral, would have
got past first base if Ford did not exist? Who
knows, but I'm picking only a few hundred.

The OE market was keenly fought over.
Champion claimed in 1914 they were factory
equipment for over 75% of the American
market. The same year AC claimed they were
OE for 89 prominent manufacturers while Red
Head let it be known they had 5 million plugs
in service and more than 200 manufacturers
used them as standard equipment. By 1920
Champion were making 100,000 plugs per
day and claimed over 50% of the world’s plugs
were Champion.

In Part 2 we will examine ways of mining
into this mother lode...

Auto Restorations Lid.'s
talented welders con repair
almost anything, be it steel,
aluminium or stoinless stesl,
with MIG, TIG or ARC
welding processes,

Cerfified skills for peace of
mind. Our engineering team
con return it fo its original
specs if so desired,

Contact Michael 'P'idgn-un: +44 3 346 FFED
& michael@auleresdoralions co.nz
w wwrwn auloresicrations.co.nz

52 Stewoart Strent, Christchurch, Mew fealand.



A Founder member Andrew Anderson enthusiastically re aquainting

himself with a 1938 Lagonda V12 Le Mans on the garage raid.

The 2018 VCC National AGM was
based at coastal Ahuriri, not far
from Napier airport. From the
moment we spotted the VCC sign
held by a friendly member, we were
made to feel very welcome.

A Dianne White ( Wellington branch ) and friend
took Best Dressed at the Mens' Shed themed
Saturday Dinner. Dianne’s extravagant
morning smoko took the cake!

The Hawke’s Bay Branch organisation
and hospitality was brilliant and negated
any talk of the ever present rain which
began on Friday as the delegates began
arriving.

Several Canterbury Branch members
and their partners who had gone to Napier
to attend the AGM and a break away from
the South Island winter were able to appre-
ciate the distances that National President
Dianne Quarrie and Geoff travel when
they visit VCC branches and events around
New Zealand. It was good to be in their
neighbourhood for the weekend.

After Saturday morning’s AGM local
members took those of us who were not
involved in the afternoon Executive
Meeting over the hill into town. Two
enthusiastic volunteer guides took us on a
two hour walking tour around the Art Deco
district. This included two videos with
actual footage from before and after the
devastating 1931 earthquake. It was a fasci-
nating insight into the way Napier very
quickly rebuilt its city centre. We learned
how they have come to value and embrace
their heritage buildings and proudly
promote their city as the Art Deco Capital
of New Zealand. I now wonder if our new
buildings in Christchurch will be appre-
ciated in the future as Art Deco Napier is
today.

Words Marilyn McKinlay

Photos Marilyn McKinlay, Lesley Blair

At the Saturday evening dinner two
Divas enthusiastically entertained us
continuing the local vibe.

Sunday morning’s garage raid visited
two places enroute to morning tea at the
very new Hawke’s Bay Branch clubrooms.
At the first a nondescript door was opened
to reveal three very interesting 1930s open
top beauties surrounded by an amazing
collection of motoring memorabilia.
Reluctantly we left for the second viewing
which was the fleet of vintage cars used
to proudly drive thousands of tourists,
mainly cruise ship passengers, around
Art Deco Napier, now a world renowned
attraction. Then the VCC member with the
dream retirement job of looking after them
opened the doors to the owner’s collection
of vintage cars, historic racing cars, and
memorabilia. It was a jawdropping sight.
As VCC members we felt priviledged to
view all the vehicles. It was a fitting end to
the Napier AGM weekend. I hope all those
North Island members who travel south for
the AGM in Greymouth next year enjoy it as
much as we enjoyed this one. [BW

The John L Goddard Trophy was not
awarded this year. See Branch Secretaries
for copies of full minutes of AGM business.
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Words and photos Brendan Lamain

The Waitemata Branch’s Chelsea Walsh Hill Climb has been
held annually since 1976 with the venue being kindly provided
by the landowners, the New Zealand Sugar Company. The name
“Chelsea Walsh” was of course a play on words by John Hearne in
homage to the famous Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb in England. Like
its namesake, the road rises away from a flat start beside the cooling
ponds, cuts right over a small concrete bridge and then climbs
steadily up through a heavily wooded thicket to burst out onto the
bottom of the left hand hairpin. This is a non-constant curve and
its double camber twist has been the béte noir that exercises the
driving skills of all the competitors. Exiting the hairpin the road
continues up through the parkland and flicks right to go past the
Sugar Works cottages. Over the finish line, a snappy throttle off
and a judicious application of retardation is required before pulling
off to the left and into the upper parking reserve.

In 2008 much of the land that the road traverses passed into a
trust as a reserve, and, as could be expected when further change
saw the establishment of the Auckland Council, there was some
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apprehension regarding what approach the new authority might
take to the use of the road for vintage motorsport activity. Our
fears were allayed and the hill climb has continued to run, albeit
with a bit more paperwork to ensure compliance with regulations
resulting from an advancing health and safety culture. The event
continues to be enjoyed by competitors, supporters, and the general
public alike.

While change sometimes brings uncertainty it can also present
opportunity, and the imminent establishment of a new café in
the carpark below the start line offers the chance for us to build
awareness and interest in the vintage motoring scene and the
events that the VCC supports. A good café in a prime location
always draws a crowd, and, with several coastal and forest walking
tracks passing through the car park there is likely to be an increase
in the number of people who pause to watch the event and engage
with members. The experienced café owners also welcome the
opportunity to build a symbiotic relationship with the Waitemata
Branch. A further bonus will be the enhanced facilities available to
competitors, supporters, officials and the general public. One can
never guarantee continued access to any venue, but the prospects
are good for a bright future for this long-standing and popular
example of an important aspect of New Zealand’s motoring heritage.
One only has to think of Bruce McLaren’s early days to understand
the role that various hill climbs around the country have played
in developing skill and talent.

Entries are now open for the 2018 event which will be held on
Sunday 18 November from 9-3 pm. As in the past, the Waitemata
Branch welcomes entries from other branches as well. It is a great
opportunity to enjoy this wonderful and picturesque venue with
like-minded friendly and welcoming VCC members.

ENQUIRIES

Enquiries can be made to the
Waitemata Branch Chairman,
Brendan Lamain, after hours
on 094736750, 021 1324557,
or via email at
brendanandterry@gmail.com.

Avideo of the 40th Anniversary
eventin 2016 can be viewed at

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Wegynj_JkFO&t=91s.



Amazing collection of

Classic Cars

Auction Saturday 13 October at 2pm

Turners Christchurch is running a Classic Car auction at Castle Park Museum, Leithfield
(adjacent to SH1, well sign-posted) on behalf of G.N. McVicar Deceased Estate

Over 30 prestigious classics will
be sold under the hammer:
1928 Auburn 88 Boat Tail Speedster

1928 Model T Roadster
1928 Model A Sport Coupe

1928 Buick Convertible

1931 Packard Sedan !

1931 Chrysler Roadster 1928 Auburn 88 Boat Tail 1928 Model T Roadster 1928 Buick Convertible
1932 Stutz 8 Speedster

1932 Packard

1934 Ford V8 Phaeton

1935 Lincoln ZephyrV12
1936 Dodge Convertible
1936 Packard Coupe

1936 Standard 8 Convertible
1947 Lincoln Club Coupe
1951 Packard Convertible
1954 MG TF Roadster

1957 Jaguar Mk

1966 Jaguar 420G

1966 Oldsmobile Toranado
1970 Rolls Royce Convertible
1973 Ferrari 400i

1974 Lincoln Continental Mk4
1976 Rolls Royce

1978 Clenet Series 1 Roadster
1987 Jaguar XJSCV12

1981 Cadillac Seville

N =3

1928 Model A Sport
__ Coupe

1936 Dodge Convertible 1951 Packard Convertible

-

1934 Ford Phaeton 1936 Standard 8 1935 Lincoln Zephyr V12

Convertible

Check the full range out at turners.co.nz/classic or 0 Tu rne rs

call Carl Williams (03) 343 9850

Inspections: Thursday 11th, Friday 12th, 1pm-4pm, E{/—\g

Saturday 13th, 9am-2pm C AHS
Additionally, an auction of general goods and classic V
memorabilia commences at 12 noon turners.co.nz/classic
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AUSTIN 20 MISSION

Several years ago my friend
Kerry Clements advised me
of a very original Austin

20 that had been stored

in a shed in Christchurch
for many years. | was
permitted to view the car
and over time got to know
the owner Barry Duxbury
and his wife Heather well.
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Words Neil Hammond

Photos Neil Hammon, Bev Bell - simplyinspired.co.nz

I had wanted to do the Irishman Rally for
many years and Kerry and I had planned to do
the 2018 event in a 1929 Austin 12/4 I purchased
for the rally. I was well on track to have this car
ready when, lo and behold, I found myselfin the
position to purchase this 1923 Austin 20 Ranelagh
four door coupe.

I had coveted an Austin 20 for many years
and have been fortunate enough to collect the
remains of several of this model. All of them have
been far from complete and need major restora-
tion which I intend to do one day. However this
car was, upon inspection, very much complete
and the body and chassis appeared very sound.
I drove down with a trailer to Kerry and Teresa’s
place in Ohoka, Christchurch, from my home in
Hawke’s Bay to collect the 20. The next morning
Kerry and I headed to Heather’s home and spent
the morning extracting my new purchase from
the shed that it had sat in for some 20 years. It
had been shed-stored in their previous property
for about 30 years before that. What made this
task more difficult was the fact that the car did
not have the correct wheels and we had to make

do with some 16 inch rims that were with the car.
After much effort we arrived back at Ohoka and
decided to have a go at starting the engine, which
we accomplished by mid-afternoon. At this stage
I was feeling optimistic about what I thought
would be the relatively straight forward task of
fixing a few things and putting the 20 back on
the road. How foolish was I?

This was in early March this year so I had three
months if I was to take the 20 to the Irishman.
My intention was to leave it in as-found condition
and just repair anything that was needed to make
it roadworthy. I made a more complete examina-
tion when I got home and when initial testing of
the radiator showed it did not leak I made the
decision to stop working on the 12/4 and prepare
the 20 for the big rally.

The more work I did the more I found wrong.
Every mechanical item I touched, including the
entire running gear, diff, brakes, engine and, unfor-
tunately, the radiator was absolutely buggered! It
rapidly went from a quick fix to a major rebuild
of all mechanical parts, and a rewire. It became
apparent that although the car was still on its



original bore it had been driven to within inches of its life before
it came to Barry and H